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The Design Argument. 

We hav received from Mr. B. R. Anderson, of Con- 
cordia, Kan., a request for further elucidation of 
the problem of design in nature. His letter we 
could not find room for here, but as the charming 
picture which it contains of a Freethinker’s happy 
fireside, to say nothing of its other features, for- 
bade its exclusion altogether, we hav inserted it in 
another part of this issue. 

Many readers will remark the difference between 
the tone in which this Freethinker engages argu- 
ment, and that which marks the Christian. “Please 
think carefully,” he says, “on my mental difficulty 
here and help me out of it, my brother, if you see the 
way out yourself.” This is the true style of address 
from one rational being to another when he meets 
a difference in opinion. That day will be pleasant 
when Liberals shall everywhere hav supplanted by 
this fashion of speech the angry attack of the Chris- 
tian upon every dissentient. Enjoyable will be the 
age when this method of settling variances of 
opinion shall hav taken the place of St. Bartkol- 
omew’s eves and Homesteads. We will indeed, 
Mr. Anderson, giv you our best aid; depending 
that if we fall into any of ratiocination’s all too 
numerous pitfalls you in turn will “help us out of 
it, brother, if you see the way out yourself.” 
© It is our opinion that the error of the person 
Š who thinks he perceives design in nature lies in his 
$ viewing each phenomenon as isolated, independent. 


x$ He is not sufficiently aware of the many relations 
Ca¥ which connect that phenomenon with the past. He 


` takes that old view of nature which we call the statical, 
<3 which regards nature as a fixed state, instead of the 
3 modern and correct view called the dynamical, 
which regards nature as a process. He usually is, 
it is true, more or less conscious that each phe 
nomenon is the outcome of a long train of causes 
and modifications, but he is only faintly conscious of 
it. That train of causes and modifications does 
not make a sufficient figure in his mind. His 
taking this view is because of his rearing under the 
old systems of thought which regard the universe 
as having been created as it now is. He will leave 
this view and grow into the correct one as his 
environments become gradually permeated by the 
new-found doctrin of evolution, under which we 
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contemplate each phenomenon in its relations to an 
immense past. 

It may be noticed that the design advocate finds 
adaptation in those parts of the universe which are 
mobil, flowing, moldable, instead of in those 
which are immobil, stationary, unmoldable. He 
cites as instances the physique of the animal, which 
is exceedingly mobil, flowing, and moldable; the 
structure of the plant, of which the same may be 
said, and the heavenly bodies, which indeed are 
never out of motion and change. On the other 
hand, he does not cite such parts of the universe as 


degree in the plant and animal kingdoms. These 
kingdoms present both molecular motion—or that 
of the molecules or atoms of which a mass is con- 
stituted—and molar motion—or that of the mass 
itself. The atoms of the plant and the animal, we 
know, are in a state of incessant change; and both 
plant and animal move their various members or 
limbs. And the animal has the power, unpossessed 
by the plant, of transportation of its total frame 
from one part of the globe to another. This last 
species of mobility, the function of locomotion, givs 
its possessor the signal power of selection of its 
environment. 


the rock-masses of the earth, or the under-layers of 
the soil, which are comparativly fixed and change- 
less. Now, the reason of this is that the moving 
and moldable bodies, first named, hav from their 
motion and moldableness in time become shaped to 
whatever courses they hav been passing through, 
and in addition hav shaped their courses to their 
own selvs; and the results are what the design 
advocate calls adaptation. While the stationary 
bodies, last named, hav had very slight chance to 
shape themselvs to the rest of the universe or to 
shape that to themselvs. 

It is clear that if any single phenomenon of a 
class that is mobil or moldable be viewed by itself 
alone, without knowledge of how its class has pre- 
viously shaped its course and been shaped by it, 
the marks of that shaping, or adaptation, will ex- 
cite wonder. 
link of a long chain of phenomena, each of which 
acted on, and was acted on by, its environment, the 
ground for surprise disappears. 

To make this clear, examples will be needed. A 
river belongs to the mobil and moldable class 
Its course presents infinit instances of adaptation. 
It is adapted to its bed, as it perfectly fits and fills 
it. That bed, on the other hand, is adapted to the 
river. It has been worn into suitability for the 
river's requirements at countless points. Inequal- 
ities both at the bottom and at the sides hav been 
removed. Many streams feed the river, each of 
them presenting a like adaptation. The river holds 
a course to the sea direct or nearly direct. Now, 
if we view any one section, any one cubic foot, of 
water in the river by itself, disregarding the prior 
operation of its predecessors, we shall see what 
seem peculiar marks of design for its conduit. 
Likewise if we view any one section of the line of 
vegetable or animal life by i‘self, disregarding its 
predecessors, we shall see what seem peculiar marks 
of design for its preservation. But we, as matter 
of fact, are aware of the predecessors of the section 
of water and so do not make the error; and mankind 
will soon become aware of the predecessors of 
present plants and animals, and their operation in 
making the present ones what they are, and not 
make the error there. Electricity may be chosen 
for another example. The electricity in any given 
inch of wire finds that inch suitable for its passage 
because the electricity in preceding inches found 
those inches suitable for its passage. This case 
is somewhat different from that of the river, being 
one merely of selection of a possible course, with- 
out any operation upon a course to produce fitness. 
In the case of magnetism we find the initial pas- 
sages of that force adapting the course to succeed- 
ing passages in a way peculiar to itself; all hav no- 
ticed that a piece of steel once brought in contact 
with a magnet becomes a magnet itself. . Further ex- 
amples may be found at will among the other 
mobil and circulating species of existence. 

It will be found that the chief property which 
we said a class of natural substance must possess 
in order greatly to affect its environment and be 


affected by it—viz., mobility—is present in a high 
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But if it be viewed as the terminativ 


ment. 
becomes more highly and complicatedly fitted to 
its environment, until in the course of ages the 
fittedness has attained that degree which draws 
the attention of the advocate of design. 


As the drops of water throughout a 


wide region are by their mobility enabled to col- 
lect in a river, the animals throughout a region 


are by their mobility, or locomotion, enabled to 
collect in whatever part they find most favorable. 
The plant, to be sure, may be said to possess nearly 
as great a mobility in this point. For it possesses 
what is nearly as serviceable as locomotion—the 
faculty of sending its seeds afar off and thus reach- 
ing other places in its descendants if not in itself. 
It produces many seeds, which are conveyed every- 
whither by winds and bees and birds, and while 
those which reach unfitting soils fail those which 
find fitting ground flourish. And this point of 
reproduction now brings us to one of the most im- 
portant features of the matter. For it is by means 
of this function of the plant and animal lines, of 
discontinuing in normal form at short intervals 
and reappearing in fresh individualities, that those 
lines hav acquired their unusual number of adapta- 
tions; their manifold faculties, and that the latter 
has reached its climax of all-subduing man. For 
at each of these guasi discontinuances of the plant 
or animal line, that line reappears not merely in a 
single form to counterbalance the loss of the nor- 
mal or adult form, but in a number of forms, and 
as these are all different and all cannot find room 


for survival it follows that the one which will sur- 


vive will be the one most adapted to its environ- 
Hence at each generation every species 


This is 
not all. To this means of improvement, known as 
natural selection, or the survival of the fittest, there 


is added another, the name of which is sexual selec- 


tion. The females of each species hav varying 
tastes; those which chance to select males endowed 
with qualities advantageous in ‘the struggle for ex- 
istence breed young which are more likely to liv 
than the young of females who hav chosen poorly 
endowed males ; and as like begets like the female 
young of the first-named inherit the same taste, 
and choice of the well-endowed males is again 
made, and so on until it becomes firmly fixed by 
heredity. In the human species, the choice by 
females of lusty and prowessful males is an ex- 
ample; the occasional choice by a woman of a 
weakling is an exception, induced partly by the op- 
eration of the emotion of pity with which mater- 
nity fills the feminin sex, and partly by the harmful 
over-compassion for the incompetent instilled by 
the unnatural teachings of Christ. The female 
choice in the human species, however, has become 
a case of social taste perpetuated by custom rather 
than of instinct fixed by heredity. Jt is proper to 
mention tbat female choice in the lower animals 
has been denied altogether by some investigators. 
A second variety of sexual selection, choice by 
males of healthy and vigorous females, as for in- 
stance of a thriving cow by a bull in preference to 
an ailing one, has been suggested, but not suffi- 
ciently grounded on observation. That is, its ex- 
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motion. These laws we will deal with in our next 
issue. They are not half so beautiful a; our friend 
fondly opines. They are about like the laws of 
the state of New York. We will besides handle in 
our next issue or issues such other points of our 
Theistic friend’s letter as most require canvassing. 

The main points of this foregoing article of ours 
may be compressed into one sentence, thus: 
Every moving species of existence becomes shaped 
to its course and often shapes its course to itself; 
plant and animal life are moving species of exist- 
ence and hav become shaped to their courses and 
shaped their courses to themselvs; and three of the 
most striking processes by which they hav done so 
are natural selection, sexual selection, and develop- 
ment by use. i 

To facilitate comprehension we are in this reply 
using the words “fitted to” and “adapted to” in 
senses where simply “capable of” would be more 
exact. We hav also spoken of some adaptations as 
“complex” when they are not, from a strict point 
of view, more complex than anything else. But 
changes must be made one ata time. We do not 
expect men to alter at once the whole of their 
customary terminology as well as systems of 
thought. Rebuilding a brain is no work of an 
hour or a month. We hav, too, omitted some par- 
ticulars which would make too cumbrous and re- 
pellent certain conceptions. As an instance, our 
oft-used formula of “ mobility, flow, moldableness,” 
may well take remodeling, both by the addition of 
the quality of a certain amount of stability, and 
in other ways. We write for immediate apprehen- 
sion ; once interested, our readers will peruse works 
on the subjects and reach sufficient completeness. 


The Fair. 


The Freethought Federation is doing strenuous 
work for personal liberty and against Puritanism in 
the matter of the World’s Fair. The secretary, 
who is traveling through the Western part of the 
country, is distributing leaflets and other literature 
upon the question of Sunday opening. He recently 
visited Minneapolis, as the guest of Mr. Charles 
Lownd, and the Tribune of that city prints this 
sketch of his purpose: “I hav been sent out by the 
American Freethought Federation. Our organiza- 
tion has taken a special interest in the opening of 
the World’s Fair on Sunday. Of course our efforts 
are directed toward Congress. That is the body 
that is responsible for the Sunday-closing act and 
the only one that can repeal it. Our president, S. 
P. Putnam, who, by the way, recently lectured in 
Minneapolis, is now in Washington, and when the 
repealing bill comes before its committee will ap- 
pear and make an argument in favor of Sunday 
opéning. All the petitions were from the religious 
element,” said he, “and Congress very naturally 
thought their petitions represented the sentiment 
of the people. The fact is that some of these 
petitions were a fraud perpetrated upon Congress. 
The petition presented from the state of Michigan 
has been examined and it is found: to contain 
1,500,000 more signers than the entire population 
of the state—male, female, adult and infant—ac- 
cording to the census of 1890. So with Ohio. 
The petition presented from that state had upon it 
500,000 more names than the entire population of 
the state.. We propose to present these facts to 
Congress and to accompany them with a monster 
petition, signed only by voters, which shall show 
the real sentiment of the people. The Freethought 
Federation will secure a petition with 1,000,000 
signers. The Chicago papers hav scattered petitions 
all-over the country, and all the labor organizations 
and the Adventist church are activly engaged in 
the cause of the opening. We will accept no com- 
promise. We either want Sunday opening or Sun- 
day closing. The religious element apparently 
believe that the Fair will be opened and are sug- 
gesting a compromise by which the mechanical and 
machinery departments would be closed and the 
art gallery opened. This art gallery concession 
they make in the interests of the poor workingman. 
The fact is the workingman would only appreciate 
the departments which the religious element demand 
be closed; the art gallery would hav little interest 
for him. Another thing they ask for is religious ser- 


and do not marvel at his organs having during that 
time been nourished and preserved by vital force; 
then if we meet not him but a part of him that has 
been separated into what we call an infant, we need 
not marvel at that part of him having had its organs 
nourished and preserved by vital force. As in 
the case of the river any one section or foot of its 
course could not by itself hav effected the excell- 
ing provision for it which its bed constitutes, but 
this is the work of countless antecedents, so ary 
one section of animal life could not by itself hav 
effected the excelling provision for itself which its 
eye, etc., constitute, but this is the work of count- 
less antecedents. By the way, as the construction of 
the eye raises more wonder in the design-believers 
than that of any other organ, they are recom- 
mended to study up in evolutionary biology the 
development of that organ from the simplest and 
rudest beginnings in the jelly-fish and such low 
forms of life. So much in the way of caution 
against taking too isolated a view in the matter of 
a young creature’s possessing organs already pro- 
vided for his needs; now let us turn to something 
which equally puzzles many—the fact that each in- 
dividual is born in a suitable environment, and 
thus placed, even before he has shown what he de- 
mands for his existence, in conditions capable of 
supplying his demands. Here we as above recur 
to the fact that he is not an independent creation, 
preceded by phenomena perhaps so opposit in nat- 
ure that their conditions would be just the con- 
trary of those required by him, but he is a continu- 
ation of a living line which must hav existed up to 
his birth in conditions capable of it, and hence he 
is born in conditions capable of him. The electricity 
in any given inch of wire finds, as we said before, 
that inch capable of it because the electricity in 
preceding inches found those inches capable of it, 
and so a fish finds the sea, or a bird the air, or a land 
animal the land, capable of it because its anteced- 
ents found this sea, or air, or land, capable of them. 
Of course, the electricity sooner or later finds the 
‘end of the wire and disappears; and so does each 
species of animals sooner or later find the end of 
the line of environment capable of it, and disappear 
—our earth abounds with fossils of species which 
hav thus disappeared. i 

Itis by the natural agencies which we hav roughly 
outlined above—with possibly the aid of one or two 
more, equally natural—it is by these, we say, super- 
posed upon other and simpler workings of the ele- 
mentary forces of heat, light, motion, etc., that the 
present adaptation of vegetable and animal life to 
their surroundings has in every instance been 
produced. There are many volumes that set ‘the 
matter forth in convincing detail, which may be 
procured by whomsoever wishes. 

Our correspondent mentions the fact that 
the pollen, or male seed, of many species of 
plants is found on one individual plant, and the 
female seed ready for iton another. If this arrange- 
ment be viewed in the way which we admonished 
against, as unpreceded by an infinit number of 
varying arrangements one of which finally suc- 
ceeded in propagating the plant, of course it will 
surprise. Butif the history of plant-life be studied, 
if the past be taken fully into the mental view, 
the need for wonder will vanish. Some plants, our 
correspondent adds, admit to their flowers insects 
which by unconsciously bearing away their seed 
favor their fertilization, and exclude injurious ones. 
However, the plant does not know that any insect 
will be helpful or that any will be injurious to it. 
Neither does any extra-natural being know it and 
cause the plant to act thus. But among the 
countless individuals of those species some chanced 
to hav flowers with shapes that were more conven- 
ient to useful insects than to harmful, and that 
expanded when pressed in those parts where certain 
useful insects trod and contracted when pressed 
in those parts where certain harmful insects of other 
shapes trod; and these plants thus succeeded in 
propagating their like, and the others perished. 
As for the bird’s quill, the process of expla- 
nation of this, or any other phenomenon cited 
by design champions, lies on the same lines, and 
we leave it to be constructed by anyone. Finally, 
our friend speaks of the laws of the planets’ orbital 


istence in the lower animals has not been sufficiently 
grounded on observation ; its presence in the hu- 
man species is obvious—what are called beauties in 
the female are in a large portion of cases merely 
marks of health and vigor. Finally, there is 
a third form of sexual selection that is admitted by 
all—battle by males for the possession of fe- 
males, in which the abler wins, and perpetuates 
his gifts in his offspring. To these two agencies 
of rapid improvement, natural selection and sexual 
selection, a third is to be added. This is develop- 
ment by use. When any organ is put to unusual ex- 
ertion it draws from the rest of the system an 
unusual supply of nutrition, and increases in size. 
Familiar examples are the arm of the blacksmith, 
and the chest of the athlete in general. Hence 
when any organism has been thrown into an en- 
vironment where it has had need to exercise a cer- 
tain part unusually, that part has tended to grow 
till equal to the need for it. This latter 
agency is supposed to hav been of inconsiderable 
effect in bringing about the present development 
of plant and animal life, when compared with the 
two first mentioned. 

It is in the point of the peculiar continuance of 
the life-line of plants and animals by death of 
individuals and substitution of their progeny, 
that we hav the greatest need of applying the 
caution given at the beginning of this arti- 
cle, to consider any link of a chain of phe- 
nomena not as though it were isolated and inde- 
pendent but as a part of a whole—a long-modified 
product of a past. The design advocate makes the 
error of paying attention only to the fact that each 
individual of a species is provided at its birth with 
the organs fit for its survival, without noticing that 
it is but a part of its parent who beforetime pos- 
sessed those organs, and he in turn a part of his 
parent who possessed them also, and so on. The par- 
ticles of our body are continually being worn out 
and renewed, we know, the old saying being that 
we hav a complete new body every seven years. 
Now, as we do not wonder at the new particles thus 
betaking themselvs in an adult form to the several 
organs of that form, as eye or ear or foot, so we 
need not wonder at such particles betaking them- 
selvs in the womb of that adult to the several 
organs of the young therein, as eye or ear or foot. 
Each is but a case of self-propagation, self-extension, 
self-maintenance, or like reproducing like. If this 
very self-propagation in itself seem mysterious, it 
should be recollected that it is but a case of 
a common law of which other examples abound. 
One bad apple rots the whole basket, one bit of 
yeast leavens the batch of dough, one magnet 
makes thousands. The tendency is no more won- 
derful than any other in nature. Suppose the case 
were the opposit, self annihilation instead of self- 
reproduction, the Theist, if he existed, would won- 
der just the same. Of course, if one is determined 
to wonder, and assign supernatural causes, he can 
not be prevented from it while there exists some- 
thing for him to do so upon. The phenome- 
non of reproduction, we will here interject, loses its 
seeming of marvelousness when studied in the 
lower forms of life, where it is accomplished by 
processes much more simple than those seen in 
our species; and it is desirable that all inform 
themselvs on these lower forms of reproduction. 
Adding that there is no better book for that pur- 
pose than Spencer’s “ Biology,” we will go on with 
our main line of argument. Trendelburg and 
others insist on the fact that the eye is not formed 
in light, or after the young creature has been born 
and found the need of sight, but before it was 
born, in the darkness of the womb, for light; 
and this they say proves an aim of a superior In- 
telligence that the creature shall be equipped with 
sight.. Here we must look at the fetus in the 
womb, according to our caution, not as a totally 
distinct and new-projected organism, but as a 
part of the parents, a continuation of the total life- 
line of the species. We are not to wonder at ma- 
terial for eyes being supplied on the inside of an 
animal any more than at its being supplied on the 
outside. One is just as wonderful as the other, 
and just as unwonderful and natural as the other. 
We meet a man whom we hay not seen for a week 
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vices if the Fair shall be opened. Personally I 
would not oppose this because it would place faith 
and science on trial and show which of the two has 


the greater attractiv power to interest the masses.” 

Mr. Putnam, the president, is in Washington, 
working incessantly, getting hold of Congressmen 
and impressing upon them the views of Freethink- 
ers and the necessity of Congress to hearken unto 


them. Mr. Putnam is working for resolution No. | 


_17%, printed in his Notes. The other two resolu- 
tions are simply intended to let the gates be opened 
that the admission fee can be collected. They are 
compromises—letting the principle involved go in 
order togetinadollar. Liberals want none of them. 
The prospects are that the matter will be decided 
during the month, and then Mr. Putnam will re- 
sume his lecturing work. 
Our readers can very materially assist Mr. Put- 
nam in his work by writing at once to A. C. Dur- 
_borow, chairman of Exposition committee, House 
of Representativs, Washington, D. C., urging, 1. 
That House resolution No. 177 be adopted; 2. That 
Mr. Samuel P. Putnam be given a hearing before 
the committee to voice the sentiment of the Free- 
thinkers of the country. Letters upon these points 
should be written at once, as the time for reporting 
the resolutions is near. We earnestly urge every 
one of our readers; to do this, to aid their leaders in 
this fight which is being waged for them. Let our 
lawmakers know that there are some people left 
who adhere to the principles of our government 
and desire their perpetuation. The Christians are 
exerting themselvs to the utmost to complete the 
union of church and state, and aside from the 
temporary aid of financiering Chicagoans Liberals 
are the only ones to oppose them. It is time for 
work—hard work, persistent work ! 


Generous Friends. 


We hav received during the past week some aid 
in the shape of donations, for which we return 
hearty thanks, and which we shall use in distributing 
Freethought literature. 

‘Mr. J. G. Shuman, in remitting for Taz Truru 
Szrxer, adds: “I inclose five dollars to agitate and 
aid the cause of Freethought and religious liberty.” 
Our good old friend, R. Butterfield, sends for some 
books, and contributes a balance of $1.55 to print- 
ing and distributing the World’s Fair leaflets. Mr. 
A. S. Allison makes the Editor a present of a dollar 
balance, which goes the same way, and Mr. Joseph 
E. Alexander asks us to use four dollars as we 
think best for the cause of Freethought. Ernest 
Platz makes Tare Truri SEEKER a present of five 
dollars, and Mrs. Mabell Tarbell sends us two 
dollars, along with five for the Freethought 
Federation. Mrs. Tarbell says, what her gift im- 
plies, that she is pleased with the paper. J. W. 
Gilbert donates the change from a V after a year’s 
subscription is paid, and Charles Laperche puts in 
an extra dollar when renewing. 

The generosity of these friends is fully appre- 
ciated. It makes our task lighter, besides spread- 
ing a good deal of Liberal literature over the 
country. We hav a great -many Freethought 
pamphlets and Trur Srrxers on hand, and it is a 
source of great satisfaction to scatter them broad- 
cast, which we do to the extent of our means. 


-The New York Sun sapiently remarks: “The 
project of a congress of religions at the Chicago 
Fair is attractiv, but in view of the well-known 
effects of theological and religious discussion upon 
the bile, a congress to preserve the peace in the 
congress of religions might be necessary.” 


———_—_—_—_ oe 


In front of a Japanese store in Twenty-third 
street, New York city, a little sandpot stuck full of 
tapers, or incense sticks, is displayed with a sign 
bearing these words: “Incense—good for grip.” 
This begets a theory closely uniting disease-germs 
with evil spirits, because in China those same little 
sticks of punk, seasoned with ground sandalwood, 
are said to keep evil spirits out of the room. You 
light a few and keep them by your bedroom door 
with full confidence that no demons can dis- 


the same level with other faiths. 


turb you or steal your soul overnight. Chris- 
tians are excited to no inconsiderable amount of 
grinning by these mystic paraphernalia. But they 
are not a bit more ridiculous than the grinners’ 
own charms and talismans of holy water and scap- 
ulars and relics and eucharistic bread. _ 


When Mr. Samuel P. Putnam finishes his labors 
with the Congressmen at Washington he desires to 
make a lecturing trip through the states of Virginia, 
North and South Carolina, and Florida. Liberals 
residing in that section of the country are requested 
to write him at once at 1,325 G street N.W., 
Washington, D.C. While in Washington he will 
make trips to near-by places if desired, and Liberals 
in the East should not neglect the opportunity. 


The St. Joseph, Missouri, News givs an account 
of a “terrific combat” which recently took place in 
a Methodist church in that city during an evening 
meeting. Deacon Jones, a professor in the high 
school, struck Brother Dr. Crossland a blow during 
the engagement which dislocated his left shculder 
and rendered him hors ducombat. No lives were 


lost, but many black eyes and bloody noses were 


carried away as souvenirs of the battle. All of 


‘which goes to show how dearly the brethren love 


one another. 
pe Se N 

Everybody who read THe Trur SEEKER a few 
short years ago will be glad to know that George 
E Macdonald, a distant brother of the Editor, who 
wore a gold-mounted Badge Pin, will again contrib- 
ute to these columns. He has had a varied expe- 
rience in the wild and wooly West, and inhabit- 
ants of that neck-o’-woods will know their country 
better when he relates it. He is now editor of the 
Snohomish Hye, but has promised to find among 


the multiplicity of the duties of a country editor 
time to greet his old friends once more and fre- 


quently. 
EEO E 
Touching the parliament of religions to be held 
at the World's Fair, the Catholic Review says: 
“We can hardly be expected to take part in any 
parliament of religions that would put on the same 


level Christianity and Buddhism, Mohammedanism 


and Mormonism.” In this sentiment, that these 
religions should not be put on the same level, we 
quite concur. Christianity should not be put on 
It would bea 
derogation to the other faiths. Christianity is 
considerably more vile. It has shed more blood, 
smothered more civilizations, set at variance more 
countries, disrupted more nations, more bolstered 
kingeraft, more persecuted investigators, and more 
repressed education. We owe scant consideration 
to other religions, still let us keep our disesteem 
shown them within bounds at least decent—let 
not Christianity be ranged by their side. 


——— M 


The pope writes of the Catholic educational ex- 
hibit at the World's Fair that “this undertaking 
will tend to show that the Catholic church does not 
countenance any lack of education or culture, nor a 
condition of ignorance.” The fact is that a truthful 
presentation of the Catholic record would show an 
antagonism to education, and a fosterment of igno- 
rance, Which has been extreme just in proportion as 
the surrounding civilization has allowed it to be. 
It would show that before modernism insisted on 
universal education the Catholic church taught 
very few youth, and taught those few worthless 
things, and did’ this only to procure clergy and 
supporters for its own self, while it not only allowed 
but compelled the masses outside to remain in mid- 
night ignorance. Such a presentation would show 
that in each nation of Europe and South and North 
America the masses remained totally uninstructed 
while under Catholic dominion, and hav begun to 
gain learning only within a few late years since 
that rule has been abated. Finally, a truthful 
presentation would show that the present Catholic 
schools—established, as we said, only because in- 
dispensably demanded by the modern spirit—are 
incomparably inferior to non-Catholic ones. 


World’s Fair ought to be scattered by the thousands. 
December or January we shal] send them to Congressmen 
and to others who may be influenced by argument. 


Macon City, Mo...Jan 9 | East Otto, N. Y...Feb. 8 
Louisiana, Mo..«.. ‘‘ 10| Newark, N. Y...... es 4 
auyoo, 11 | een ee 11 | Constantia, N. Y.. ‘ 5 
Chillicothe, Ill ss 12! De Ruyter, N. Y. ‘‘ 6 
Reddick, Tl... s£ 13 | Glens Falls, N. Y. ‘7-9 
Elwood, TU.. ‘ 14, 15 | Saratoga, N. Y.... “ 10 
Chicago, 111 E 15| Hartford, Conn... ‘‘ 11 
Belvidere, ** 16-18 | Boston, Mass....... ee 12 
Rensellaer, Ind... ‘‘ 19 | Worcester, Mass.. ‘‘ 12 
Dowagiac, Mich.. ‘‘ 20 | Cotuit, Mass....... 13 
Allegan, Mich...... ft 21| Osterville, Mass... ‘‘ 14 
Gr’d Rapids, Mich ‘‘ 22| Manchester, Conn ‘‘ 15 
Shepherd, Mich... ‘‘ 28-25 | Bristol, Conn....... ss 16 
Leslie, Mich........ ‘© 26, 27 | New York, N. Y... “ 17 
Detroit, Mich...... ns 28 | Orange, N. J... ee 18 
Toledo, O............ oe 29 | Newark, N.J....... et 19 
Findlay, O.......... «30, 31| Philadelphia, Pa.. “ 19 
ss EES Feb. 1! Lebanon, Pa....... ‘t 20 
Cleveland, O.. ...... sf 2| Washington, D.C, ‘‘ 21 


One Thing and Another. 


The price of W. F. Jamieson’s pamphlet, ‘‘Is Contro- 
versy Dangerous?” has been reduced to 25 cents. The 
tract, ‘‘The Bible in Favor of Debate,” is also 25 cents. 
We hav them for sale. An Eastern paper says: ‘‘ Mr. 
Jamieson believes if the Christian will but agree to argue 


with the non-Christian that half the victory for the latter 
is won. 


So he has written this pamphlet, and asks 
Liberals to help him publish and circulate it.” This is 
from H. D. Ballard, of Iowa, to Mr. Jamieson: ‘‘ Your 


pamphlet, ‘Is Controversy Dangerous?’ is one of the 
best publications I ever met with to set the reader to 
thinking and asserting his mental manhood. 
home with logic to answer any criticisms offered by an 
orthodox slave. 
they hav sown seed that will bear fruit. The parties in 
whose hands I placed them hav kept them going in many 
instances, to my personal knowledge, where they hav 
made the readers bold enough to express an opinion upon 
the social intolerance of the orthodox churches for those 
who differ with their incorsistencies.” 


It comes 


I hay handed them all out and know 


The Leaflet advocating the Sunday opening of the 
In 


We 
need money to do this, and those who can afford to aid 
are requested to do so. The price of the Leaflet is 25 


cents per dozen ; $1.50 per hundred. Anyone who will 


distribute five hundred or a thousand can obtain them at 
special rates. 


We shall shortly publish the fourth edition of the 
‘*Crimes of Preachers.” If our readers see any records 
of the clergy being guilty of ministerial conduct, 
from lying to murder, they will add to the world’s 
knowledge and the cause of truth by marking the report 
and forwarding the paper containing it to this office. We 
desire to do all the justice possible to the revererid clergy 
who so kindly constitute themselvs our moral and re- 
ligious guardians, 


Lectures and Meetings. 
Jonn R. CHARLESWORTR’8 lecture appointments are: 


Reardon, Wash...Jan. 6-8|Selma, Cal.Feb. 16, 17 
Salem, Ore. (con- Merced, eer se 19 

vention) aretan z 11 | Savanah, se 46 27 
Seattle, Wash.(de- ‘* 18-16 | El Monte, ee es 28 

bate with Braden). as “ Mar. 1 
Tacoma, Wash.... ‘‘ 17 | Santa Ana, ‘* «“ 5 
Buckley, Wash., ‘€ 28-25 |San Pasqual ‘* ‘* 16, 17 
Forest Grove, Ore.‘* 27-29 | Tucson, Ariz ...... ‘* 28-26 
Silverton....... se 30, 81 | Albuquerque, N.M.‘ 81 
Silverton, Ore.... Feb 1 ss “ April 1, 2 
Barlow, Ore....... ‘¢ 8-5 | Trinidad, Coll...... se ART 
Grass Valley, Cal ‘* 8, 9 | Leadville, ‘* ...... ‘* 10-12 

J. E. Remspure will start East early in January. His 


list of appointments, as far as arranged, is as follows: 


Appointments to be filled on his way West will be an- 
nounced later. 
He will return via Arizona, New Mexico, Colorado, 
Nebraska, and Iowa. Friends in those states desiring 


lectures should address him at 345 West Randolph street, 


Chicago, Tl. ; 


INGERSOLL SecULAR Socrery mects at Paine Hall, Bos- 
ton, Sundays, at 2:45 P.M. 


Tre Newark Liberal League meets at 177 Halsey street, 
corner Market, Sundays, at 3 P.M. 


Omo Lissrat Socmry meets at Douglass Hall, north- 
west corner Sixth and Walnut streets, Cincinnati, Sun- 
days, at 7:30 P.M. 


Tum Chicago Secular Union meets every Sunday even- 
ing at Lincoln Hall, 68 Adams street, between State and 
Dearborn streets. 


J. E. Remssure will come East about the last of De- 
ber, and Liberals desiring lectures should address him 
at once at Atchison, Kan. 


‘Tur Liberal League ‘holds session at Industrial Hall, 
Broad and Wood streets, Philadelphia, Sundays, at 2:30 
and 7:30 r.m. Lectures and debates. 


Tug Brooklyn Philosophical Association meets at Fra- 
ternity Rooms, Bedford avenue and South Second street, 
Brooklyn, E. D., Sundays, at 3 o’clock P.M. 

W. S. BELL’ s address will be for two months, 246 State 
street, Chicago, Ill. Persons wishing to arrange with 
him for Freethought lectures can address him there. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. JANUARY 7? 1898. 


Seience and Progress. 


Trophies of Faith. 
The managers of the Miracle-church at Canton, 
Minn., recently exhibited a wheelbarrow load of 
crutches, left behind by cripples cured by the 
“apparition of the Holy Virgin.” If the accounts 
of the local press can be credited it would take a 
large-sized express-wagon to transport the boodle 
left behind by idiots. 
Modified Gratitude. 

Revivalist Moody thinks that the passengers of 
the Spree ought to join the church in token of 
their miraculous preservation, i.e. for having en- 
countered a southwester that tossed them, splashed 
them, sickened them, but like other storms finally 
exhausted its fury and permitted them to reach a 
haven of refuge. The only parallel is the story of 
the Berlin sportsman who met a friend on the 
porch of a village hotel and pointed out a farmer 
on the other side of the street: ‘See that fellow? 
He will never forget me as long as he livs. He 
owes me the precervation of his life.” An hour 
later that friend met the same granger in a livery- 
stable and mentioned the remark of the Berlin vis- 
itor: “He? The fact is he mistook me for a deer 
and pumped me full of lead,” said the farmer, “ but 
most of the shot got stuck in my hunting-pouch, 
and that’s what he calls saving my life.” 

A Business Oversight. 

The police of Naples, Italy, hav discovered a man 
who makes a business of smoke-curing manuscripts 
and paintings, and thus giving them an appearance 
of venerable antiquity. The manufacturer of the 
Syrian gospels ought to hav secured the services of 
that specialist, before announcing his treasure- 
trove. 

Bottled Spirits. 

The Street-car Saint pleads guilty to the strictly 
private enjoyment of medicated bitters. He also 
admits an occurrence of that sort on the day when 
the plaintiff in a pending damage suit pretends to 
hav brought him home drunk, but denies the charge 
of disorderly conduct. “If thou longest for com- 
munion with the spirit, enter thy cupboard-room 
and close the door behind thee,” would make a fine 
temperance motto for the Mail and Hapress. 


Lupus in Fabula. 

' The Hebrew firm Lowe has been acquitted of 
the charge insinuating the manufacture of worthless 
muskets, but the Jew-baiters are now trying to im- 
peach the defendants for their relationship to one 
Isadore Lowe, who, years ago, offered to sell the 
French government a set of machineg used in the 
process of rifling small arms. They might as will 
hav added that a Spanish Jew of the fourteenth cent- 
ury sold the Moors a job-lot of arrow-flints. The 
trade secret of the Jew-hunt was divulged by a 
Moscow official who admitted that the Hebrew citi- 
zens Of the Russian empire hav abstained from 
political intrigues more strictly than any other sub- 
jects of the czar. “They avoid litigation, too,” 
said he, “and pay their taxes as long as they are 
anyways abie, but they hav to go all the same. 
Our mujiks get drunk twice aweek. Those circum- 
cised sharpers keep sober and as a natural conse- 
quence the circulating medium gravitates to their 
pockets, till in the course of time there would not 
be a copper copek left for a true believer.” 


Human Cattle-markets. 

Africa is not the only continent where the slave- 
traffic defies exorcism. In southern China coolizs 
are bought at prices varying from ten to twenty- 
five dollars and sold to the highest bidders of the 
Malay peninsula—often to planters living within a 
day’s voyage of Singapore. Peru, too, imports 
hundreds of such “immigrants,” and not more than 
a year ago a steamer was wrecked on the coast of 
southern California on her return from a “black- 
birding cruise” in the Southern archipelago. 
Three hundred slaves, destined for the West Mexi- 
can seaport towns, are said to hav got drowned on 
that occasion, but the contractors had no difficulty 
in supplying their places. The Brazilian republic 
has not yet revoked the law obliging freedmen to 
hire themselvs out within a month after quitting 
their former employer. The commissioner of pub- 
lic works is authorized to gather in idle darkies by 
a sort of press-gang process, and of course, 
manages to dispense with voluntary laborers 
altogether. The Russian serfs hav changed only 
their taskmasters, and the ukase of emancipation 
merely transferred them from the often lenient 
bondage of a feudal landlord to the control of a 
hungry government official The Dark Continent, 
however, still holds its own as leading slave-market. 
Emin Pasha estimates the number of negroes ex- 
ported from the equatorial regions at 130,000 a 


+ 


year. One-third of that number go northeast to 
Zanzibar and the borders of the Soudan; the rest 
north to Tunis, Fezzan, and Morocco. The farms 
of the Morocco tableland are worked almost ex- 
clusivly by slave-labor, and the sheiks of the high- 
land tribes rarely visit the capital without propitiat- 
ing the favor of the sultan with a present of prize 
niggers. 
A Risky Reform. 

There is a etory of a Chinese philanthropist who 
tried to organize a society for the suppression of 
opium-smoking among the Tae-ping rebels, but 
who renounced his project when he learned that the 
collection of the prescribed fines would requir3 an 
army of 500,000 regulars. The attempt to enforce 
the proposed Texas temperance laws might get 
wrecked against a similar difficulty. 

Fuel Prospects. 

A few years ago the Pennsylvania coal-barons 

spread a report that our stores of underground 


fuel would giv out, like natural gas, before the 


end of the twentieth century. The British geologist 
Wilson now computes the North England coal-beds 
to be good for hundreds of years, and those of 
North America for thousands, though he thinks 
it possible that after thirty centuries of contin- 
ual output the American surface mines of bitumi- 
nous coal will begin to get rather scarce. The sub- 
stitution of electricity for steam and hades for hell 
may hav helped to modify former estimates. 


San Domingo. 

A New York dispatch states that a syndicate of 
New England capitalists has secured the privilege 
of collecting the revenue of the island of San Do- 
mingo. The farming out of public taxes was a fre- 
quent expedient of medieval monarchs and in 
France was practiced up to the very eve of the 
French Revolution, but in the present case it might 
prove rather difficult to hold the government to the 
terms of the contract. The Domingans themselvs 
seem indifferent to the prospect of changing 
masters, as long as they can keep out of the 
clutches of Spain. The nativs of the West Indies 
hav not yet forgotten the fact that the rule of the 
most Christian king involved the yearly massacre of 
twenty-five thousand human beings. 

Christmas in Spanish America. 

Christmas trees are unknown in Mexico outside 
of the foreigner colonies, but in many of the larger 
cities the churches celebrate a festival known as 
Pastores (shepherds) and representing the Galilean 
herdsmen receiving the angelic messengers and 
listening with open-mouthed wonder to the “ tidings 
of great joy.” Before the collection of his holiday 
boodle the priest orders a thanksgiving hymn and 
enumerates the blessings of Christian civilization, 
forgetting to. mention such trifles as the Holy In- 


quisition and the thousand years’ reign of despotism 


and ignorance. In Peru Christmas (the midsummer 
period of the southern hemisphere) coincides with 
a harvest festival, but in Buenos Ayres the 25th 
of December is observed only as a church holi- 
day, and the exchange of presents is postponed 
to New Year's. 

Model Christians. 

A Boston charity association: estimates the num- 
ber of “vagrant, shiftless idlers”—tramps, in 
short—at forty thousand for New England alone. 
There is evidently no cause for the complaint that 
practical Christianity is getting a tradition of the 
past. In tne United States and British North 
America there are at present at least half a million 
Christians who not only indorse, but practice, the 
instructions of their moral exemplar, taking no 
thought of the morrow, and preferring back-porch 
prayers to labor. “After all these do the gentiles 
seek.” “ Ask and it shall be given you.” 

F. L. Oswaxp. 


-mi ——~ 
The Secret of Clerical Pessimism. 


The world is growing better every day— 
Our cares and sorrows not as they were wont to be 
When superstition swayed the world at will, 7 
And priests ruled kings and law was despoty. 


The world is growing better every day; 
No more the heretic at stake is burned, 

No longer tortures of the past are given— 
The lesson of humanity is learned. 


What grief and sorrow still remains 
To chill the opening bud of life 
Is due fo superstition’s iron will ` 
That through the past brought agony and strife. 


All honor, then, to those brave men 
Who seek to loosen human chain; 

Who make this world grow better every day, 
Who superstitious errors all disdain. 


Why should we mind if from the pulpit grand 
The clergy tell us that the world is worse, 
Since all their earnestness and grace 
Mean naught but—open wide our purse? 


Chicago, It. Louise E. Rower. 


Religion in the West. 


During a recent trip to British Columbia and 
Washington I kept on the alert for signs of prog- 
ress in Liberal thought. At Winnipeg on a Sun- 
day I found that God reigned supreme and the 
usual orthodox stagnation prevailed. No cars ran 
in the streets, and though I hired a hack, as it was 
engaged by the hour the driver’s conscience would 
not allow the horses to break the Sabbath on a 
trot. My next stopping-place was Revelstoke, the 
irreligion of which may be guessed from a refer- 
ence to it that I saw in the journal of a rival boom- . 
town. A man in Revelstoke died. He was a 
tough character and found himself speedily con- 
signed to hades. He had no hopes of a happy 
hereafter, and when he looked about the place he 
exclaimed with surprise, “Why, this is heaven!” 
“No,” he was told, “this is hell.” Well,” he re- 
plied, “I came from Revelstoke, and this place is 
so much better I thought it must be heaven.” 

All through the mining regions there was no 
church and no Sabbath. Work went on every day 
alike; the prospectors explored, the miners dug 
and blasted, and the stamp-mills rattled. I came 
one day to a town of five hundred people, and see- 
ing one fine large building towering above all the 
rest, I thought at first, with my Quebec impressions 
uppermost, “There is the priest’s house and the 
convent.” I asked, “What building is that?” 
« The schoolhouse,” was the reply. ‘ Where is the 
church?” «We hav none.” “Oh,” I exclaimed, 
«what a delightful place, where the best house is 
for the children and there is none whatever for 
God!” I traveled several hundred miles and never 
saw or héard of church or parson, until one day 
I saw a large log-house abandoned when about half 
built. “What is that?” I asked of the driver. 
« Oh!” said he, “a minister came along one day 
and coaxed some of us into building a church for 
him. We started it, but we got discontented about 
it and left off. I worked two days on the damned 
thing!” The tone in which this was uttered ex- 
pressed, more fully than a written volume could hay 
done, the indifference and contempt that is gener- 
sa felt toward religion by the workingmen of the 

est. 

When I came to the large towns where the com- 
forts of life were more abundant, there I found the 
parson rearing his church by the help of the ladies 
in concerts, and begging of the large-hearted and 
unreligious men who believed that the “ gospel 
sharp” was entitled to a living and were willing to 
chip in something for his support, though saying 
« We don’t want none of your damned religion.” 

In the large cities I inquired for Secular societies 
or avowed Freethinkers, but never could hear of 
them. At Salt Lake City, however, the clerk of the 
hotel responded to the question by saying, “ While 
no one makes himself prominent in declaring his 
opinions, it is a fact that outside of the Mormons 
nearly all the men are Freethinkers. In the whole 
circle of my acquaintance I don’t know of more than 
one or two men who are religious.” With the ex- 
ception of a few keen real estate dealers, who were 
Methodists on Sunday, I met with no sign of 
religious thought among all the men that I con- 
versed with during a tour of nearly three months. 
Religion is dropping away from the practical men 
so insensibly that its disappearance excites no 
thought, and they are too indifferent to care to tear 
away its remaining rags. 

The only truly religious people that I met-were 
the Mormons. I could discover no particular dif- 
ference between then and ‘Eastern Christians 
except that they were more thrifty and built better 
cities. After the law forbade polygamy and a few 
men were imprisoned, their God graciously gave a 
revelation forbidding polygamy, and now the chief 
difference is that they accept one more revelation 
than do the Christians. But il does not appear 
any more rational to despise one who believes in 
the revelation of Joseph Smith than one who ac- 
cepts the revelation of St. John the Divine. The 
story is as credible that the angel Maroni showed 
the golden plates to Joseph as that another angel 
gave a little book to John to eat, which made his 
belly bitter ; and yet the bitter belly believers perse- 
cute the golden plate soints. The appearance of 
the young people of the place speaks well for the 
system of plural marriage, which was based, pro- 
fessedly at least, not upon lust but upon respect 
for maternity and consideration for the mother. A 
young man, six feet in hight, in whose presence 
some one said, “ Mormonism debases the rac>,” re- 
plied, “Iam the smallest of twenty-six brothers.” 
After seeing the works of these Mormons, I ex- 
claimed to the caretaker of the Tabernacle, “A peo- 
ple who can build a city like this deserve to hav 
their opinions respected.” 

One day while traveling on a mountain trail I 


overtook a train of pack-horses. The driver, 
mounted upon the hind ‘horse, urged him along 
with leather thongs hanging from a broad strip of 
leather. When he dismounted he placed this strip 
over the horse’s eyes as a blind to prevent his stray- 
ing. What an emblem of religion is this blind, I 
thought. The priest uses it to scourge his victim 
as long as he- can force him to do his will and 
when he has no use for him he uses it as a blind to 
prevent the dupe from making any researches on 
his own. account. But the Western man, in the 
wild regions that are too uncomfortable for the men 
of God, too sparsely settled for the minions of the 
law, and too unceremonious for social leaders—free 
from the tyranny of the three big G’s—God, Gov- 
ernment, and Grundy—is brought by nearness to 
nature into harmony with the three great L’s— 
Liberty, Learning, and Love, the all-sufficient 
saviors. The spirit of the age, the spread of knowl- 
edge, the absorbing practicality of new pursuits, are 
all foes of superstition, and although hierarchies 
appear to gain material power individuals are out- 
growing their sway and erelong will dethrone 
them. Roper C. Apams. 
Montreal, Dec. 18, 1892. 


The International Freethought Congress at 
Madrid.—(Continued.) 


October 12th at 11 o'clock a.m. the congress 
was opened in the large hall of the Theater Circle of 
- Prince Alphonso, one of the largest public buildings 
in Madrid, capable of seating five thousand persons. 
A large number of ladies in fashionable and ele- 
gant toilets adorned the two rows of loges. Among 
the numerous persons of eminence present one 
perceived Mr. Nicholas Salmeron, ex-president of 
the Spanish republic, and present representativ of 
Barcelona at Cortes, surrounded by his whole 
family; General Riva Palazio, embassador of the 
republic of Mexico, who represented at the con- 
gress the Mexican Grand Orient and French Free- 
masonry. The speakers’ stand was decorated in all 
simplicity, but very tastefully. In the background, 
draped by a green silk curtain, was an excellent oil 
portrait in natural size of Victor Hugo, the work 
of citizen Lozano, the son of our friend Fernando 
Lozano. On either side of the portrait were the 
words “Free Thought” surrounded by draperies 
in Spanish, French, Italian, Belgian, American, and 
other national colors. Three tables covered with 
red velvet, one for the president, one for the ora- 
tors, and a third for members of the press, com- 
pleted the scenic decoration. 

On this the first day the president’s chair was 
occupied by Antonio Machado, professor at the 
University of Madrid, while at the same table were 
seated the three editors of Las Dominicales; citi- 
zen Ramon Chico, municipal councillor of Madrid ; 
Fernando Lozano (Demofilo), and Odon de Buen, 
professor at the University of Barcelona. A large 
number of foreign delegates and members of the 
committee of organization surrounded the scene. 
Among these we may mention citizens De Tarrés- 
Salanat, of Barcelona; Rispa Porpina and Lucas 
Guera, of Maglia, and Francas Rodriguez. Af- 
ter an excellent opening speech by the. president 
of the day, Antonio Machado, which will appear in 
a later number of Tue Trutas SEEKER, the secre- 
tary of the congress, Prof. Idon de Buen, gave an 
account of the preparatory work of the congress, 
pointing out the significance and importance of 
the congress itself, and read a condensed account 
of the numerous adhesions, besides letters from sev- 
eral eminent Freethinkers who for various reasons 
were prevented from personal participation in the 
congress. Among the adhesions, the secretary 
called special attention to all the American repub- 
lics and most of the European states, besides the 
French Freemasonry of the two worlds. 

Among the societies represented by ladies we 
may mention the French societies Protectrice de la 
Femme and La Solidarité des Femmes. Speaking 
about the representation of Spain at the congress 
we must mention that it was rather mixed. Par- 
ticularly noticeable was the large delegation repre- 
senting the conservativ Republican party; but as 
an offset there appeared several delegates repre- 
senting both Socialistic and Anarchistic societies, 
some of which belonged to the ultra-Radical groups, 
but as they at the congress simply represented the 
Freethought tendencies and only to a slight extent 
their peculiar social views, we can but be satisfied 
and rejoice in their presence. 

When Prof. Odon de Buen had finished his re- 
port citizen Francas Rodriguez entertained the 
audience by the excellent declamation of a poem, 
“To the Free Conscience,” the author of which is 

`a Freethinker—Curros Enriquez. The declama- 
tion as well as the author were vigorously applauded. 
. Citizen Auguste Bourceret; in the name of the 


‘THE TRUTH SEEKER, JANUARY 7: 1893. 
Sr ee 
Le ee ee a l A 


French Freethought Federation, greeted the 
generous and tolerant Spanish nation, and claimed 
Spain as the dignified sister of the French repub- 
lic. He explained ‘to the audience the true extent 
and signification of the liberties accorded the 
French Freethinkers by the republic, and the 
actual aspirations of the French Freethinkers. 

Mr. Le Lubeg, vice-president of the National 
Secular Society of England, expressed his satisfac- 
tion and recognition of the ability of the Spanish 
Freethinkers, whe had organized so brilliant a 
congress. He stated that Spain was rapidly pro- 
gressing through the influence of Rationalistic or- 
ganization, through the medium of work and per- 
sistency, and little by little nearing that stage of 
emancipation which it is the mission of Freethinkers 
to bring about. 

The next speaker was our friend Mr. Leon 
Furnemont, editor of La Raison, communal coun- 
cillor of Brussels, and delegate of the Freethought 
Federation of Belgium. He paid a tribute of satis- 
faction with Spain, not the tyrannical and oppressiv 
Spain which has burnt at the stake her best sons, 
but the actual Spain, the Spain of Freethought, the 
Spain of Salmeron, of Torilla, of Piry Margall, and 
of Las Dominicales. He showed how difficult was 
the road of Freethought. Against it were the mo- 
narchical governments, the privileged classes, and 
tradition. But Freethinkers do not mind them, 
for at last Reason and Justice are bound to reign. 
In conclusion Mr. Furnemont spoke against militar- 
ism, and stated that all Freethinkers ought to work 
for universal peace. 

Citizen Thirian presented to the congress the 
homage of the Belgian Socialists. 

Citizen A. Sluys, in the name of Holland, said 
that he had heard Spain, Holland, and Belgium 
called the three countries containing the smallest 
number of Freethinkers, but the assembly to-day 
proved the contrary. He declared furthermore 
that Freethinkers ought not to divide on the social 
question. 

The word was next given to Magalhais Lima, 
editor of thé Freethought journal O Seculo, Lis- 
bon, Portugal, wro represented the Grand Orient 
of Portugal. He took: the stand while cries of 
“Liv the Portuguese republic!” sounded through 
the large theater. Magalhais Lima, in an elegant 
discourse, spoke on the modern formula of Free- 
thought: “A free church in a free state.” 

Citizen S. Chaux, delegate from the Republic of 
Columbia, saluted the congress in the name of the 
Spanish-American republics. Finally, citizen Fer- 


| nando Lozano (Demofilo) explained the aspirations 


of the Spanish Freethinkers. He paid a glowing 
tribute to the memory of Servetus, Giordano Bruno, 
and other martyrs of intolerance. He asked that 
foreigners giv their assistance so as to help the 
Spanish Freethinkers in finishing the glorious 
work which they had undertaken. 

Relativ to Portugal, he stated that the Spaniards 
were disposed to form a peninsular federation so as 
to aid one another in surmounting the difficulties 
and demolishing the institutions which to-day pre- 
vent a realization of the wishes and aspirations of 
Freethinkers. 

Lozano having finished his speech, a letter of ad- 
hesion to the congress from the president of tke 
Mexican republic was read to the audience. This 
closed the first day’s meeting. Gustave NELson. 

(TO BE CONTINUED.) 


The Importance of Education. 


I venture to offer you a few thoughts on the 
education question, which is fast brewing a storm 
round our heads. 

The recent conclave of bishops in this city for 
the purpose of discussing the question points out 
the course of the impending storm. While I am 
in no way an alarmist, neither am I a Napoleon in 
the burning Kremlin—I am not of those who think 
it time to draw the hose when the firebrands are 
crackling around the edifice. Ce maréchal lui 
montre des maisons convertes de fer; elles sont 
tontes fermées, encore intactes. 

We see Archbishop Corrigan instructing his 
minions to build parochial schools in every parish. 
We may look for the same course being pursued 
by nearly all, or all, the others. And what are we to 
do about it? This question is easy to ask and diffi- 
cult to answer. I can only repeat a few lines I said 
many years ago, commenting on Rev. Mr. Peet's 
lecture on Temperance and Evolution, delivered at 
McPherson, Kan. He said in part, “Kansas was 
against slavery, first against whisky, and would be 
first to lead a crusade against Infidelity.” J asked 
him, Did this mean a return to the scenes which 
characterized the blood-seething and -congealing 
chronicles of the butcheries, the burnings, the 
gloom of the Dark Ages? Does it mean the perse- 


failed to cleanse the land of intemperance. 
based all my hopes on a higher standard of educa- 


ig still my only hope. 
other love. 
in every pain or sorrow, in every hour of life. 
uneasy when education is in danger. 
ficed time and means to acquire even the rudiments 
of an education. 
ing parochial schools? 
self. 
Can the state prevent the erection of suck schools? 
Doubtfully. 
Can the state be injured or impaired by them? 
Only slightly, and in this manner: The church is 
the party which cannot avoid injury in the outcome 
directly, and the state indirectly. The church 
simply throws round itself a Chinese exclusion 
wall, which will result in less than a generation in 
making Catholics the pagans of the twentieth cent- 
ury. Their advance will be that of the cowardly 


Kan., and then ran away to France. 
nothing from him since. 
then in every manner, and a lady told me Catholics 


her Bible. 
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cutions and hangings of the early annals of our 
country? He left uncharitable doubt to draw its 
own inference. - 

I hav little faith in half-hearted laws. When my 
country is regenerated, when we hav a higher 
standard of honor, a finer sense of delicacy, a loftier 


ideal, then will men be too noble to poison each 


other for lucre. The pulpit has failed and law has 


I hav 
tion. This, though some eight or nine years old, 
Thav no other panacea, no 
She will aid and comfort you and me 
I am 
I hav sacri- 


Now, where shall we stand regard- 
The state must preserve it- 
It must at the same time guard our freedom. 


Ought it to do so? Perhaps not. 


deserters from the army marching into battle. Its 


members in the great majority will know nothing 


more than to say the rosary, the catechism, and the 
mere rudiments. This is about the status of the 
parochial schools to-day. I remember well four of 
my classmates at Exeter, two of whom had taken 
three years Latin in the parochial school and were 
obliged to take first year Latin at Exeter. They 
told me their professors were utterly unable to 
translate Ceesar’s bridge across the Rhine. One of 
them told me of a young priest acquaintance who 
had that same fall attempted Harvard entrance ex- 
amination and failed to even pass Latin, and that 
is their hobby. Most of your readers will remem- 
ber how very easily an Englishman successfully 
criticised Leo XIII.’s little poem of thirteen or 
fourteen verses or lines. The gentleman in ques- 
tion lived in this city at the time and was attacked 
by a Catholic Latin “prof,” who showed Virgil had 
taken the same license which Leo was convicted of 
taking. The critic pointed out to the Latin “ prof” 
that Leo had used the liberty in a few verses as 
often as Virgil did in the whole “ Aineid.” 

I know my Catholic parents saw little need of 
my studying much beyond the three R’sand a good 
and thorough knowledge of the catechism and 


prayer-book. I hevknelt on my knees and counted 
rosary beads till I ached at every nerve and my 
head was a howling pandemonium. I had not had 
a Bible in my hands before I was seventeen years 


of age. I was then under the guidance of the 


notorious Father Sweinberg, who mortgaged his 


church and school and gambled it away at Newton, 
I hav heard 
I defended my religion 


did not dare to read the Protestant Bible. I knew 


it was to all intents and purposes true, but I de- 


nounced it as false. She asked me if I would read 
I said “Yes.” I took it home, and be- 
gan to put my spare moments on it. Butmy father 


| denounced me so bitterly that I put it away and 


soon took it back. I nursed my wounded pride, 
and did not tell her my father would not let me 
read it. I hung on to my religion about five years 
more. I took up the Bible then, asking “ Who 
shall make me lay it down?” I read and read. I 
read with a terrible vengeance. I went to con- 
fession no more. No more humbug Christs went 
down my throat. I no longer was a Catholic. No 
longer a Christian. Iread the Irish World from 
boyhood for. fifteen years, and was so poisoned 
against Darwin and evolution that I rankly abused 
them ; demolished Ingersoll daily. In short, I was 
an ignorant, rude Catholic fanatic of the type so 
exactly portrayed by Draper in “Intellectual De- 
velopment of Europe.” I was too well aware of all 
this; no one knew or appreciated the fact keener 
than I. My weekly contributions continued to be 
read. I had completed a cycle. I was young, 
poor, friendless, and ignorant, with an unquench- 
able thirsting for knowledge. Here is where the 
church left me, or where I left it. I know all my 
relativs, with one or two saved, are still Catholic, 
and I know not one of them has ever read a page 
of the Bible. I had occasion to visit my old home, 
and I found only one of my old acquaintances pos- 
sessed a Bible. They still pay their fees and go 
to the convent poor and needy. I went in my old 
church to hear a forty hour devotion sermon. 
The sermon was poor, the congregation poor, the 
collection plate displayed a great preponderance of - 
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copper. This scene is in the state of New York. 
The West is worse, where poor, foreign blabbers 
try to preach in English, who do not know enough 
English to ask for a morsel of bread.. Passing by, 
a few months ago, the parochial school in Norwich, 
Conn., I noticed with pity the little scholars were 
ragged and scantily clothed, dirty-looking—of that 
sort which tells meaningly of want at home. The 
better-off and brighter ones go to the academy 
there. 

I hav seen how parochial schools lower the 
standard of education by poor instruction poorly 
paid, by diminished hours of study occasioned by 
increased praying and religious study, by some 
studies being rejected totally, and more importance 
being placed on souls than bodies for the purpose 
of keeping the dollars coming in through fairs, 
picnics, and pilgrimages to humbug shrines down 
the St. Lawrence, and showing them how much 
better they are than their Canadian fellow-slaves. 

These increased burdens increase poverty, and 
poverty hurts the state. How this effects elections 
is beginning to be noticed. The state may be un- 
able to interfere. But where this system is used 
to turn the tide of elections or corrupt law-makers 
it is time for something to be done. When this 
machine uses its church sacraments to compel pay, 
and to compel parents to keep their children away 
from the public schools, the affair becomes serious. 
I see nothing now but conspiracy equivalent to 
treason. The state certainly has no right to 
attempt to make beliefs for anyone. Least of all 
has it a right to advance any sect or religious mob. 
Will the state endure with a large portion of its 
population in comparativ poverty and ignorance? 
Yes. But it is unlikely to suffer it for any long 
period when the abuse is patent. 

The finger of scorn will be pointed at the 
twentieth-century progress. I call to mind a dis- 
cussion with a priest a few months ago in which he 
utterly demolished Evolution. He told me heat, 
cold, sound, light, and gravity were ponderable 
substances. He mistook bathybius for proto- 
plasm, said species included family, and was appalled 
when I quoted authority for saying the bishop of 
Rome prayed on bended knee for the death of 
Arius before the council could meet, and that he 
was poisoned before the night fell down. He 
frankly told me he had not heard that before. 

If any think I hav overstated the case I refer 
them to a book published by a priest in Ohio named 
Thein and entitled “Christian Anthropology,” 
which purports to be a text-book for priests, to en- 
able them to hold their own against “Infidels.” 
He says you may make a little concession in the 
length of time since the creation, provided you do 
not make too much; say make the period eight 
thousand to ten thousand years, not more. 

The state has one undoubted remedy for this 
evil. This lies in compulsory attendance at school, 
and if the Catholics insist on the right of attending 
private schools the state can insist on its own stan- 
dard and inspection. The church can only com- 
mand respect while they can force contributions, 
and with increased burdens and increased poverty 
the dollars must stop their onward flow. l 

To the Agnostic it is of small import. The last 
census shows the Catholic church, notwithstanding 
foreign immigration, has not kept pace with the 
population. The defection is constant—among the 


lower classes through indifference and among the. 


better educated through conviction. And the defec- 
tion will be greater according as Agnosticism be- 
comes able to offer employment and social standing, 
which it is fast becoming able to do. Many and 
many do I meet who tell me they go to church for 
the sake of relativs and social standing. The vast 
mass of Christians are simply pro tempore 
hypoerits. I hav heard many and many a Cath- 
olic quote Ingersoll correctly and approvingly, 
and one only a few days ago said if he were on his 
dying bed he should not allow a priest near him. 
The family are all Catholics; one is leader in the 
choir; all liv together. Thus thereis a constant de- 
fection all over the world far exceeding the acces- 
sions. Though the church will endure long, it is on 
the defensiv, and the church militant is driven under 
cover of parochial foolhouses. This does not re- 
move them from intercourse with the world of prog- 
ress, and Science will creep at first and finally 
flourish. It is too late to attempt to de-educate 
this world. The grandeur of the lives of men like 
Huxley and Darwin and Spencer can well divide 
the henors heretofore accorded Christ. These are 
trinities of trinities. Suppose I add another trio to 
the golden galaxy: Dana, Lyell, Tyndall. Yet 
another: Renan, Ingersoll, Romanes. The world 
needs no other gods than they. D. R. Barry. 


Please renew your subscription and obtain an- 
other subseriber. 


With Our Gongressmen. 


News and Notes. 


I arrived at Washingtcn on Wednesday, Decem- 
ber 21st, in time to confer with the Exposition 
committee of the House of Representativs as to the 
Sunday-opening movement. Nothing will now be 
done in the House until after holidays. Meantime 
there is necessity for outside work. The following 
joint resolutions, Nos. 163, 168, and 177, hav been 
introduced and referred to committee: 


JOINT RESOLUTION 

To provide for opening the World’s Columbian Exposi- 

tion on Sunday. 

Whereas, by an act of Congress approved August fifth, 
eighteen hundred and ninety-two, five millions of 
Columbian half dollars were appropriated to provide 
for celebrating the four hundredth anniversary of 
the discovery of America by Christopher Columbus 
by holding an International Exposition of arts, in- 
dustries, manufactures, and products of the soil, 
mine, and sea in the city of Chicago, in the state of 
Illinois, on the condition that the said exposition 
shall not be opened to the public on the first day of 
the week, commonly called Sunday; and 

Whereas the World’s Columbian Exposition was not au- 
thorized, nor has the work of preparation been prose- 
cuted, for the promotion of local interests, but on the 
contrary is purely of a national and international 
character and designed to promote the best interests, 
not only of allthe people of our own nation, but of all 
the nations of the world who are to take part in, and 
contribute to, said exposition; and 

Whereas within said exposition there will be representa- 

. tions of all that is good and useful, beautiful and 

artistic, all of which will be object lessons in science, 
art, education, and history such as are not likely to 
be again offered to the present generation; and as 
said exposition should be so conducted, managed, 
and controled as will best promote the social, moral, 
and educational interests of all the people; There- 
ore, 

Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tivs of the United States of America in Congress as- 
sembled, That section four of ‘‘An act to aid in carrying 
out the act of Congress approved April twenty-fifth, 
eighteen hundred and ninety, entitled ‘An act to provide 
for celebrating the four hundredth anniversary of the 
discovery of America by Christopher Columbus by hold- 
ing an International Exposition of arts, industries, manu- 
factures, and products of the soil, mine, and sea in the 


city of Chic 0, in the state of Lilinois,’ and appropriat- 
ing money erefor,” be, and the same is hereby, re- 
pealed. 


Szo. 2, That it shall be, and is hereby, made the duty 
of the World’s Columbian Commission, created by the 
act of Congress of April twenty-fifth, eighteen hundred 
and ninety, to make such rules or modification of the 
rules of said corporation known as the World’s Columbian 
Exposition as will prohibit the use, on Sundays, of ma- 
chinery, unnecessary manual labor, and all merchandis- 
ing, and at the same time giv opportunity for the study 
of the highest standard of artistic and mechanical science; 
that the art gallery, horticultural building, and all other 
buildings in which exhibits of mechanical art are installed 
shall be thrown open to the public on each and every da; 
during the entire term of the Exposition, and that eac. 
employee of said exposition shall be given one day of 
each week for rest, study, or recreation. 

JOINT. RESOLUTION 

To provide for opening the World’s Columbian Exposi- 

tion on Sunday. 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representativs 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
That section four of an act of Congress approved August 
fifth, eighteen hundred and ninety-two, to aid in carry- 
ing out the act of Congress approved April twenty-fifth, 
eighteen hundred and ninety, entitled ‘‘An act to pro- 
vide for celebrating the four hundredth anniversary of 
the discovery of America by Christopher Columbus by 
holding an international exposition of arts, industries, 
manufactures, and products of the soil, mine, and sea, in 
the city of Chicago, in the state of Illinois,” and appro- 
priating money therefor, be, and the same is hereby, so 
amended as to permit the gates of the Exposition to be 
open on each and every day of the week: Provided, 
That all machinery, merchandising, and unnecessary 
labor shall be stopped within the grounds of said Exposi- 
tion on the first day of the week, commonly called Sun- 
day: And provided further, That no employee shall be 
required to work more than six days in each week, and 
that it shall be, and is hereby, made the duty of the 
World’s Columbian Commission, created by act of Con- 
gress approved April twenty-fifth, eighteen hundred and 
ninety, to make such rules or modification of the rules 
of the corporation known as the World’s Columbian Ex- 
position as will giv full force and effect to the provisions 
herein contained. 

JOINT RESOLUTION 
To repeal religious legislation pertaining to the World’s 
Columbian Exposition. 

Whereas the United States Constitution specifically states 
that ‘‘ Congress shall make no laws respecting an es- 
tablishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exer- 
cise thereof:’”? Therefore, be it 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representativs 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
That the act of Congress approved August fifth, eighteen 
hundred and ninety-two, appropriating five millions of 
Columbian half dollars to provide for celebrating the 
four hundredth anniversary of the discovery of America 
by Christopher Columbus by holding an international 
exposition of arts, industries, manufactures, and products 
of the soil, mine, and sea in the city of Chicago, in the 
state of Tilinois, on the condition that the said exposition 
shall not be opened to the public on the first day of the 
week, commonly called Sunday; and also that section 
four of “an act to aid in carrying out the act of Congress 
approved April twenty-fifth, eighteen hundred and 


ninety, entitled ‘An act to provide for celebrating the 
four hundredth anniversary of the discovery of America 
by Christopher Columbus, by holding an international 
exposition of the arts, industries, manufactures, and prod- 
ucts of the soil, mine, and sea in the city of Chicago, in 
the state of Tilinois,’” be, and the same is hereby, 
amended so as to leave the matter of Sunday observance 
entirely within the power of the regularly constituted 
authorities of the World’s Columbian Exposition. 

It will be seen that the first two resolutions are 
compromise resolutions. They are wrong in prin- 
ciple. They emasculate the Exposition. And for 
what purpose? Evidently to please the Christian 
element. Why should the machinery be stopped 
running on Sunday? Why should there not be 
merchandising on Sunday as well as other days? 
Simply because it is a “holy day.” No other reason 
can be given, and therefore these compromise reso- 
lutions are a surrender of the Secular principle, 
and contain the germ of all sorts of ecclesiastical 
rule in the state. The third resolution, No. 177, 
is the correct resolution. It puts the whole mat- 
ter on the right basis, that there shall be no relig- 
ious legislation whatever, that Congress has nothing 
todo with the management of the World’s Fair, 
that the commission should hav sole authority. 

It is not known which of these resolutions the 
House committee will report. There will be a dis- 
cussion before the committee January 10th, 11th, 
and 12th. The committee will report about Jan- 
uary 16th. I am frank to confess that I don’t want 
any compromise. Let there be a plain sharp issue. 
Let the World’s Fair be open on Sunday as on any 
other day or let it be entirely shut. To stop the 
machinery is in itself as much a surrender as to 
close the gates. 

However, undoubtedly the bigoted religious ele- 
ment will oppose the compromise resolutions. as 
heartily as a resolution throwing the entire Fair 
open on Sunday. The compromise resolutions will 
be a blow at old orthodoxy, if not a declaration: of 
equal and exact justice. It will be a gain for 
“sweetness and light,” but not a gain for real lib- 
erty. 

I must confess that it is pretty difficult to get the 
hang of a politician. He is a “ bright uncertainty.” 
You. can’t pin him down. He is an “airy fairy 
Lillian” kind of a fellow. His reasons are plentiful, 
but there seems to be no logical basis. His springs 
of action are somewhat unaccountable. A promi- 
nent member of the House told me that he didn't 
want to discuss the Sunday bill as to its constitu- 
tionality, or upon religious or anti-religious 
grounds, but simply as a matter of justice. But 
how can you get at the justice of legislation with- 
out considering its constitutionality? If unconsti- 
tutional is it not injustice? And if legislation is 
religious, can we ignore the religious element? Evi- 
dently politicians are not guided by abstract prin- 
ciples at all, not by logic, not by the Constitution, 
but simply by the popular will. All the arguments 
in the world, all the truth in the world, all the 
logic, will not make a politician 'do an unpopular 
thing. Convince a politician that the people want 
a certain measure and he will favor it, Constitu- 
tion or no Constitution. I had an idea that a con- 
stitutional argument on the Sunday question would 
be of some avail, but I am told that it will do no 
good. I am told that Freethought will be excluded, 
and also religion, in the debate before the committee. 

Iam pretty well convinced that the only way to 
deal with a politician is not by law or logic, but by 
the power of public opinion. Fortunately public 
opinion is with us in this case, and we must use it 
to the utmost advantage. If we could appeal 
directly to people our cause would be easily won. 
But the World’s Fair commission hav surrendered 
their rights. They hav accepted the money granted 
by Congress and the conditions annexed. Con- 
gress alone can change the conditions. ‘The com- 
mission needn’t come here and plead the baby-act,” 
said a Congressman to me. “They hav made a 
fair and square bargain. Let them stick to it.” 

The vote on the repeal will be a close one. Says 
the Washington Post: 


The last canvass of the House in the matter of Sunday 
closure of the World’s Fair is credited to Representativ 
Baker. The result showed five majority against opening 
on the Sabbath. Representativ McGann says, however, 
that he has since polled some of the members upon Mr. 
Baker’s anti list and finds that they will vote to throw the 


‘gates wide, providing that no labor is done on the 


grounds other than that which is absolutely necessary. 
Though admitting that the race is desperately close, Mr, 
McGann is fairly confident that the Liberals will win. It 
is probable that the resumption of Congressional busi- 
ness will see a large number of prominent Chicagoans on 
hand, whose business it will be, of course, to present to 
members the reasons why the Fair should remain open 
all the six months around. 


Now then, in view of the situation what should 
the Liberals of the country do? We hav plenty of 
arguments, but the politician does not want argu- 
ments; he doesn’t want the Constitution; he 
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doesn’t want the abstract right; but he wants to 
know the wish of the majority of the people. 
When he knows that he will decide without a mo- 
ment’s hesitation. I should advise this: Let every 
subscriber of Tue Truru Sexxer write a letter to 
the Congressman of his district; get his neighbor 
to write a letter; pour in petitions. If you are 
personally acquainted with any Congressman send 
me a letter of introduction. I will see him. A 
personal conference is of value. The vote will be 
close—five or six majority either way. Quite a 
number are wavering. Bombard them with public 


opinion. Make them realize what the people de- 
sire. All this must be done in the next three 
weeks. Never was there greater necessity for 


Liberal effort. I honestly believe that the victory 
is ours if all the Liberals of the country will bestir 
themselvs and giv Congress a full expression of the 
people's mind. . It is not the rightfulness of the 
thing but the popularity of the thing that we must 
present to Congress. I am sorry that we must 
plead before such a tribunal, but we cannot help 
ourselvs. Let us accept the restrictions of the situ- 
ation and pour in a concentrated fire of public 
opinion. We are with the majority this time. 
Let us make the majority felt. Write, write, write 
instantly to your Congressman. These paper 
bullets will tell. 

On my way to Washington I stopped over a train 
at Lafayette, Ind., to see what might be done in 
this place for Freethought lectures. Mr. William 
Case, with whom for years I hav been in correspond- 
ence, holds the fort. But there are very few to 
stand openly by him in the cause. Outwardly La- 
fayette is a very orthodox community. The 
churches are old and gloomy and seem to hav full 
sway. Mr. Case is one of our stanch pioneers. He 
is seventy-seven years of age and looks strong and 
cheerful enough to liv to be a hundred. He isa 
mighty hunter and can still shoot straight to the 
mark, and could tire me out with his day's wander- 
ings over the prairies. He delights in music, is a 
skillful player, and has roamed through almost 
every state in the Union in the Thespian circles. 
He is a delightful companion, freigh’ed with remi- 
niscences of a long and interesting career. A few 
more like him and I think we could make Lafayette 
a grand place for Liberal effort. Under. present 
circumstances, however, it is too forlorn a hope. 

I lectured Sunday evening, January Ist, at the 
Temple, 425 G street N.W., in this city, on “The 
Bible and Modern Thought.” 

Address all communications to 1,325 G street 
N.W., Washington, D.C. I shall be pleased to re- 
ceive any suggestions as to the work in hand from 
the Liberals throughout the country. 

Samur P. Purnam. 


Colonel Ingersoll on Progress. 


Colonel Ingersoll again lectured in this city on 
Sunday evening, January Ist. Every seat in the 
big Broadway Theater was filled, although it was 
storming furiously. In beginning his lecture he 
paid a tribute to the old and new years: “For 
countless ages the old earth has been making in 
alternating light and shade, in gleam and gloom, 
the whirling circuit of the sun, leaving the record 
of its flight in many forms—in stone, in growth of 
tree and vine and flower, in glittering gems of many 
hues, in curious forms of monstrous life, in ravages 
of flood and flame, in fossil fragments stolen from 
decay by chance, in molten masses hurled from lips 
of fire, in gorges worn by waveless, foamless cata- 
racts of ice, in coast lines beaten back by the im- 
prisoned sea, in mountain ranges andin ocean reefs, 
in islands lifted from the under-world, in continents 
submerged and given back to light and life. 

« Another year has joined his shadowy fellows in 
the wide and voiceless desert of the past, where, 
from the eternal hour-glass, forever fall the sands 
of time. Another year, with all its joy and grief, 
of birth and death, of failure and success, of love 
and hate. And now, as the first day of the new o’er- 
arches all, standing between the buried and the babe, 
we cry ‘ Farewell and hail” ” 

Continuing the colonel said: “ Only afew years 
ago our ancestors lived in dens and caves, lived on 
berries and nuts—on everything that could be 
caught and killed with stones and clubs. Most 
people are chilled with horror at the thought of 
cannibalism, of man eating his fellow-man, but after 
all, is not cannibalism the most merciful way in 
which man has ever lived on his fellow-man? Is it 
not far better to fatten, and kill, and eat, than to 
enslave? The pain of dying is momentary, the 
sorrows of slavery may drag the lengthening chain 
for seventy years. For instance, a woman living in 
a tenement, surrounded by hungry children, sewing 
with tear-filled eyes for a few cents a day, would it 

‘not hay been better for her at the age of fourteen, 


happy, fleshy, dimpled, to hav been killed, roasted, 
and eaten? A grand dish at a festival, instead of 
a skeleton at a famin.” 

Colonel Ingersoll spoke of the great strides that 
hav been made during the past half century—the 
telegraph, the telephone, the phonograph, the 
electric light and motor were allone. Speaking of 
this later on he said: “I believe that Thomas A. 
Edison has reflected more light upon the world 
than any millionaire that ever lived. ae 

“What do we want next? We want Free- 
thought. Let each brain furnish its quota of ideas. 
It is the great reservoir of human knowledge to 
which every man should be able to contribute. 
There are three things that a man must do—tell 
what he thinks, keep still, or lie. The respectable 
way is to lie. It was not until 1828 that a man 
was allowed to bring his case into court and then 
the man was not allowed to tell his story. They 
said: ‘Why, he'll be tempted to commit perjury.’ 
There is nothing more foolish in my opinion than 
swearing a witness. Whenever a man is sworn the 
jurors put him on an equal with God and believe 
he is in partnership with him. Let every man tell 
his story to the jury. Let them take into consid- 
eration the man’s character.. If you believe he tells 
the truth stand by him, if not, act accordingly.’ ” 

In reference to two cases which hav recently at- 
parti much attention of the religious world he 
said : 

“A little while ago in this city a priest who had 
dared to think and to giv utterance to his thought 
was anathematized by the one infallible priest of 
priests, whose edicts of excommunication made 
thrones tremble in the past. 

«This great ruler of priests, this vicar of Christ, 
issued his curse upon this priest who had dared to 
think—cursed him from his head to his feet, while 
he was eating and sleeping, while he was walking 
or talking, for all time, no matter what he was do- 
ing. 

“And he called on God and the Holy Ghost and 
the mother of God and all the cherubim and sera- 
phim and all the potentates of heaven and all who harp 
about the throne and the whole celestial outfit to 
join in the infinit chorus and curse this poor man. 
And they all joined in. Yet the priest continued 
to hav good health. , 

“But after a while the infallible one for some rea- 
son, or without reason, sent over a messenger to this 
country, one called the Rev. Monsignor Satolli, to re- 
view the action of the pope and hierarchy of heaven 
and the apostles of the Lord and the rest of them, 
and after looking into the matter, he informed them 
that they were all mistaken. And, according to 
report, the curse has been taken back.” 

The colonel proceeded to argue that this showed 
a healthy spirit and that the cursing power was 
losing force right along. ` 

“A little while ago, too,” he continued, “there 
was a trial in this city of a Presbyterian minister 
for a horrible heresy. Oh! an awful thing! Just 
think of it! This minister, it was agreed, had said 
his beliefs, not of a flattering nature to the old-time 
faith, which declared that there was only one path 
to heaven, and a mighty narrow one at that, in 
which you mustn't look ahead, and not very far 
back. You mustn’t swerve to one side or the 
other, and if you got one foot over the edge you 
were gone. 

“Well, this minister hai the unheard-of temerity 
to say there were several ways to heaven and he 
was yanked up for heresy. He even went so far as 
to admit that the church, the Bible, and reason 
were things of actual existence, and he said that a 
man could go to heaven byreason. That’s the way 
he ought to go! 

« Old John Knox and Calvin and the rest of their 
crowd must hav turned in their graves, I think, 
when it was decided by the Presbyterian church 
that this mau was right, and that you don’t hav to 
hav reason to get to heaven, but if you do hav it it 
won't keep you out. 

«Why, do you know that in a little while that 
Presbyterian church will be wanting to take me in? 
Fact. And they'll say they always did think there 
were three ways to heaven, anyway.” 

Telling what kind of a world he wanted to see, 
Colonel ingersoll said, referring to Evangelist 
Moody’s recent experience at sea: 

«I want a world where people will not hire a 
man to pray and where they won't think that vessels 
are saved from shipwreck by the prayers of a 
wandering missionary. On the steamship Spree 
while in a storm there was prayer and they claimed 
that it saved her. On the Noordland, while in 
grave peril a little later, the passengers did not 
pray, but some of them actually played cards in the 
smoking-room. The event showed that so far as 
the power of salvation was concerned the two things 
were equal—poker and prayer.” i 


He advocated restricting the right of franchise 
to the owners of homes, and passing laws for en- 
couraging the establishment of homes, which, he 
said, were the nation’s greatest need. He wanted 
laws passed also that would prevent us becoming a 
race of landlords and tenants, that would compel 
landlords to sell all the land they had and didn’t 
need. 

Then the colonel spoke of crime. ‘There are 
only two objects in punishing a man; one is to 
prevent him from doing more harm, the other to 
try and reform him. Let the very best men we 
hav control the penitentiaries and other institutions, 
and not the basest. Mercy is better than cruelty. 
We know it because it brings happiness. After all 
is said and done there is only one crime, cruelty ; 
only one virtue, generosity. If 1 had the power ]’d 
hav & man’s arm paralyzed when he struck his 
wife, paralyzed when he pulled a revolver to shoot 
his friend, and so on. 

. “Compare the great inventors of our day with 
the millionaires. The inventor of matches, for 


‘instance, has done more for the world than all the 


rich men. 

«I want you to know that surgery and medicin 
hav made great progress. That’s because men hav 
stopped looking at the stars and gone to looking at 
natural causes. 

« After all, we get our real throbbing joy from 
death, and if there was not any death I’m afraid 
there would not be so much love. It may be that 
love is a little flower that grows on the grave. 
I want to see a world without a slave and without 
caste.” 

Among the other things said by Colonel Inger- 
soll which evoked bursts of laughter or applause 
were : 

«I do not believe we want a population of land- 
lords andtenants. Wewant the people who occupy 
the land to owa the land.” 

« the island of Manhattan once sold for $25, and 
when we consider the undesirability of the neigh- 
bors at that time I think the man who bought it 
paid too much for it.” 

«I would exempt the home from taxation. We 
can much better afford to pay for homes than for 
poorhouses and penitentiaries.” 

“Once when a man was found struck by light- 
ning with a black mark on his breast, everybody 
thought he had spoken disrespectfully to a priest.” 

. When Colonel Ingersoll had gathered up his 
notes and started from the stage, and while the 
audience was applauding, he stopped, and turning 
said : ‘ 

“JT want to add that I never received a greater 
compliment than such an audience on such a night.” 

—— i ee 


Dorine the Middle Ages we find crop- 
ping out everywhere the feeling that, since super- 
natural means are so abundant, there is something 
irreligious in seeking cure by natural means: ever 
and anon we hav appeals to scripture, and espe- 
cially to the case of King Asa, who trusted to phy- 
sicians rather than to the priests of Jahvel, and so 
died. Hence it was that St. Bernard declared that 
monks who took medicin were guilty of conduct un- 
becoming to religion. Even the school of Salerno 
was held in aversion by multitudes of strict church- 
men, since it prescribed rules for diet, thereby indi- 
cating a belief that diseases arose from natural 
causes and not from the malice of the devil; more- 
over, in the medical schools Hippocrates was stud- 
ied, and he had especially declared that demoniacal 
possession is “ nowise more divine, nowise more in- 
fernal, than any other disease; hence it was, 
doubtless, that Pope Innocent III., about the be- 
ginning of the thirteenth century, forbade physi- 
cians, under pain of excommunication, to under- 
take medical treatment without calling in ecclesias- 
tical advice.—_Ha-President White of Cornell Uni- 
versity in Popular Science Monthly. 


The Last of the Priests’ Tithe-barns. 


The ‘last in England of the monastic tithe-barns, the 
edifices in which the medieval abbots were accustomed 
to gather the tribute of those who owed them rent and 
service, is in process of demolition. Itis the survivor of 
the two that were built at Peterborough, and dates back 
to 1307. Itisa long and narrow structure with low walls 
and a massiy oak frame supporting a singularly beautiful 
roof of gray stone slates. There is not a nail in the 
building, stout wooden pegs being used throughout. 
The historic edifice was bought by a builder for $5,500, 
and a vain endeavor was made by local antiquarians to 
hav it preserved. But as Peterborough cathedral had 
just expended $45,000 for a new and very modern marble 
floor, there was no money left for sentiment of that sort 
and commerce claims one more conquest of antiquity. 


Visitor: ‘‘Is that your little son in the next room 
whistling, ‘I Want To Be a Soldier of the Cross?” 

Fond mother (making for the door): ‘Yes, he’s trying 
w mii out the sound of the key turning in the pantry 
3G 
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Detters of Friends. 


Will Try Picture and Ridicule. 
Kawsas Crry, Mo., Dec. 18, 1892. 
“Mr. Eprror: I inclose $1 in cash to pty 
for “Old Testament Stories Comically 
Illustrated.” I want to try it on some 
Christians here whom I hav not penetrated 
` by verbal argument. T. J. Tanner. 


Can Anyone Tell Him ? 
Tacoma, Wasu., Dec. 19, 1892. 
Me. Evrtor: J hav seen several articles 
in your journal concerning the Topolo- 
bampo Integral Codperativ Colony of 
Sinaloa, Mexico, and being much inter- 
ested, I address you in the hope that you 
can giv me some information concerning 
it or inform me where I can obtain 
literature or circulars by which I may get 
a fuller idea of their workings, manner of 
government, etc. E. W. Grant. 


They Do Steal It Now. 
HANOvVERTON, O., Dec. 16, 292. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed you will find $1 
forsomebooks. I used togiv all the money 
Thad to spare to the church. After I read 


« The Age of Reason” I got that notion- 


out of my head. I was in a neighbor's 
house some time ago, and they commenced 
on hell. I told them if it was not for hell 
the churches would hav nothing to do. It 
made the woman wad and she said I must: 
be crazy. Ifthe churches get any of my 
money they will hav to steal it. 
P. H. Jonnson. 


What Kind of Women Preachers Love. 
GETTYSBURG, Pa , Dec. 21, 1892. 
Mr. Eprror: What follows is substan- 
tially what was said by a clergyman ina 
sermon preached near this town a few 
Sabbaths ago from Luke vii, 36-46: 
The strumpets who in us* believe 
And love for us declare, i 
Who wash our trotters with their tears 
And wipe them with their hair, 
Are dearer to the God of love 
Than purest women are 
Who such profession do not make , 
But on a virtuous life the soul’s salvation 


ke. 
A M. R. S. 
* The clergy, of course. 


* Letter from the Devil’s Chief Angel. 
Yawxron, S. D., Nov. 27, 1892. 

Mr, Evrror: I will now seat myself and 
say a few words in regard to Freethought 
here. I hav had a great many arguments 
with the people since I came here about 
eight months ago. I hav made some con- 
verts to Freethought, and a few enemies. 
The pious people think I am the devil’s 
chief angel, and it makes them mad when 
they try to corner me and fail to do so. 

Mrs. Mattie Krekel gave us three lect- 
ures on the 14th, 15th, and 16th of this 
month, and a good audience was present. 
She is a good reasoner and pleases even 
those who are opposed to Liberalism, for 
she speaks pleasantly and unoffendingly. 
. Yankton has a great many Liberals 
within its limits, and some of them make 
themselvs heard. 

I think Tae Truta SEEKER is getting 
better every issue—not meaning that any 
one issue is bad, but all good things, we 
know, are capable of improvement as well 
as the bad. I enjoy hugely the way you 
knock superstition on the head. May you 
succeed in your every effort in behalf of 
humanity. Merton HIMES. 


The Meaning of Two Terms. 

Kress, Inv. TERR., Dec. 10, 1892. — 
Mr. Envrror: Inclosed find check for 
$1.50, for which you will send me the 
Bible Picture Book in cloth. Please pub- 
lish in your first issue of the new year 
the difference between a Freethinker and 

an Infidel. Leo BECKER. 
[There is practically no difference bs- 
tween a Freethinker and an Infidel. The 
word ‘‘Infidel’’ means one who is without 
faith, or is unfaithful, being derived from 
the Latin in, not, and fidelis, faithful, 
from jides, faith. In Christendom it is 
applied to one without faith in the Chris- 
tian religion; in Mohammedan countries, 
to one without faith in the Mohammedan 
religion, and so on. ‘‘Freethinker” in 
its widest application might be made to 
designate one who thinks freely, or with- 
out bonds and restriction, on any subject; 


but it iscommonly used of one who thinks 
freely on the particular subject of re- 
ligion. As whoever thinks freely on 
religion invariably becomes without faith 
in it—an Infidel; and whoever loses faith 
in religion. goes to thinking freely on all 
or about all topics and thus becomes a 
Freethinker, the two terms are practically 
identical.—Ep. T. S.] 


Yes, Comment Unnecessary. 
CLEVELAND, O., Dec. 14, 1892. 

Mr. Eprror: Carl Janda, a Polish work- 
ingman, is in jail here for an indefinit stay. 
He was committed a week ago in default 
of payment of a fine of $25 and costs, 
making $34inall. His offense is described 
in the warravt as ‘‘carrying a gun in the 
open air on the first day of the week, com- 
monly called Sunday.” It does not ap- 
pear that he discharged the gun or even 
that he was looking for game, although he 
was arrested under a section of the game 
law. He worked six days a week and 
could not go hunting, as can wealthy men, 
upon any day but Sunday. After three 
months in jail he may declare himself an 
insolvent and be released, if he can pay 
the cost of that proceeding. 

Two years ago a German union of car- 
penters here decided to assist one of their 
members, a’ small contractor who had 
fallen sick, Jeaving a small house on which 
he was at work unfinished. They went to 
work on a Sunday and nearly finished the 
job, which would enable their sick com- 
rade to draw his pay, when they were ar- 
rested for working on Sunday. Each of 
the prisoners lost a day’s work in attend- 
ing court and each was fined $5 and 
costs. Comment unnecessary. 

ALBERT Taucort HOLMES. 


Spiritualism and the Bible. 
New York, N. Y., Dec.-24, 1892. 
` Mr. Eprror: One of your friends kindly 
lent me a copy of Tut TRUTH SEEKER of 
December 3d. I noticed an article headed 
“Spiritualism,” by O. Severance, Los 
Angeles, Cal. He tries to kill two birds 
with one stone. I think he knocks out 
Spiritualism. But I think he will hav 
more than his match to knock out the 
great I am and all the religious world. 
He may fail to knock out Spiritualism if 
he has to contend with such champions as 
I find in the same paper who quote from 
our Bible and quote it wrong. ‘But 
there is a spirit in man: and the inspira- 
tion of the almighty giveth them under- 
standing.” The writer in Tue TRUTH 
SEEKER quotes it ‘‘him.”. And all that 
try to build up immortal-soulism, which is 
Spiritualism, and those who quote that 
verse in Job ‘‘him,” are those who first 
got up an eternal hell-fire for the wicked. 
Now, Mr. Editor, I had E. W. Capron, 
the man who first brought to notice the 
Fox family, called Spiritual rappers. I 
had the charge of him one year and 
eighteen days. He died Apr. 18, 1892. 
And now people are asking me, ‘‘Hay you 
seen or heard from Capron since he left 
this world?” I say positivly, No. I hav 
written to the Banner of Light and one 
other paper, and I hav not heard a 
whimper from any of them. About forty 
years ago I was refused membership in an 
orthodox church because I did not believe 
that man had an immortal soul in him 
that will liv in heaven or hell. Our Bible 
does not teach it, so I think. And yet I 
claim to be a follower of Christ. 
READER, 


Preachers. 
Minay, Mo., Dec. 12, 1892. 

Mr. Enprror: I notice you are about to 
issue an extra edition of ‘‘Crimes of 
Preachers,” and desire all who hav ex- 
amples to send them to you. Here are 
one hundred and twenty-five, gleaned from 
the few papers that came to my office in 
the space of eight months, when I began 
to gather them in. I thought to extend 
the good work indefinitly, but the crop 
was too large—could not spare the nec- 
essary time for the harvest. One day in 
my search for the beautiful I found in a 
St. Louis journal what might be termed 
an object-lesson—three preachers arrested 
for bigamy and kindred crimes, and in 
another column the account of our noble 
Ingersoll giving a lecture for the benefit 
of the penniless orphans of Ex-Speaker 
Witter, of Montana, buying tickets for 


himself and party, the lecture netting 
$1,500 for the children. How glaring the 
contrast—the most noted Infidel in the 
world by his generosity bringing sunshine 
and happiness and driving want from the 
home of the destitute, and God’s chosen 
on the other hand carrying misery and 
shame perchance to a score or more, be- 
sides wrecking happy homes and destroy- 
ing that which they can never restore. 
And yet this miserable crew by a little 
jugglery with God will get into heaven. 
Let heaven catch them, if there is a 
heaven and an after-life. There certainly 
must be, from the very nature of things, 
a place much superior to the orthodox 
preachers’ home, where the Infidel, the 
intelligent, the great and the good, will 
find an abiding-place. H. T. Kyiexr. 


Dechristianizing His Neighbors. 
Crncrnnati, O., Dec. 1, 1892. 

Mr. Envrtor: I inclose herein $1.30, for 
which please send me the fol‘owing herein- 
mentioned pamphlets which you adver- 
tice. Also will you kindly send sample 
copies of THe Trura SEEKER to the in- 
closedaddresses? They are rather Tuiberal- 
minded, and at least some of them may 
be induced to become subscribers to the 
paper, which is certainly deserving a large 
circulation. And if you will send me a 
few extra copies I will take pleasure in 
distributing them. Iwish to add that I 
hav been a reader of Tom TRUTH SEEKER 
for a few months past, and to say that I 
hav been greatly interested thereby and 
highly amused by Heston’s pictures is 
indeed expressing it very mildly. Al- 
though raised among orthodox Christians 
I hav never since I hav been old enough 
to be capable of doing a little thinking on 
my own account believed their eternal 
damnation story, and therefore I was 
easily converted to the noble cause of 
Freethought I do not hesitate in the 
least to declare my unbelief in orthodoxy, 
and since taking the stand which I hay 
I am surprised to find among my ortho- 
dox friends that some of the strongest be- 
lievers are those who hay not read the 
Bible, and when asked certain questions 
hesitate to say whether they believe certain 
things or not; but if told that it is found 
in the Bible will then say that they be- 
lieve it. It reminds me of whata boy 
once said: “If pa says it’s so, it’s so, 
whether it’s so or not.” If itisin the 
Bible they will believe it ‘‘ whether it's 
so or not.” 

Long liv Toe TRUTH SEEKER, and ditto 
Heston. I remain, 


Yours for reason, M. J. CUNNING. 


True Christianity Kills. 
Sart Laxe Crty, Uras, Dec. 13, 1892. 


Mr. Eprror: Christian Science is once | 


more triumphant, and this time in this 
inter-mountain region in the shadow of 
the great Mormon Temple. That is, it 
has succeeded in sending another unbe- 
liever in that idiotic superstition to king- 
dom come, and has once more demon- 
strated the efficiency of prayer in a man- 
ner that would cause the ‘‘vile” Free- 
thinker to smile audibly were it not so 
pitiful. But afew more examples of this 
kind will hav a decidedly beneficial effect 
upon the poor dupes who profess a belief 
in this criminal nonsense, if you will per- 
mit the expression. 

Mr. P. F. Youngblood was a laborer 
living ‘‘over the Jordan” with his wife 
and two or three children. Now, Mrs. 
Youngblood is a disciple of Christian 
Science, and when her husband was taken 
down with alow fever she refused to call 
in a physician, and determined to giv him 
a good dose of prayer and trust to God to 
pull him through. The sick man, who 
was an unbeliever, insisted on having a 
doctor, but his wife would hear of no such 
thing. She accordingly continued to ad- 
minister prayer in great doses, but her 
husband continued to get worse, and his 
ailment finally developed into a case of 
typhoid fever. Then a friend sent Dr. S. 
Ewing to see him, who found the poor 
man ina very critical state, caused by 
failure on the part of the wife to summon 
help in time. She informed the physician 
that she did not believe in medical treat- 
ment, as she was a Christian Scientist. 
He, however, left medicin. for the sick 
man, and it is said thatit was not given 


him, He died. And then an application 
was made to the doctor for a certificate of 
death and burial. He informed the com- 
mittee that the only certificate he would 
issue was that the deceased met his death 
from an overdose of Christian Science. 
But that did not suit them abit. How- 
ever, the body was buried on Friday. 
Great indignation was expressed on all 
sides at the case, and the matter received ` 
a good deal of unfavorable comment in 
the daily press here.. Harry E. GLENN. 


The Truth Seeker Makes a Disturbance 
Down South. 
Frar Crest, La., Dec. 10, 292. 

Mr. Eprror: I write to inform yon that 
Iam not able to renew my subscription, 
and I do not want to break or cripple 
Tue Truta Serser by taking the paper 
and not paying for it. It is now the tight- 
est times about money thatI hav ever seen ` 
in this country or any other. I cavnot 
get money on debts, for anything which I 
hay, nor for anything that I can do. But 
cotton is going up and we are hoping for 
better times. I am now disabled from 
earning a living by labor by reason of 
diabetes, rheumatism, and the infirmities 
of old age. And I hav an invalid wife to 
carry. J hav made application for an in- 
valid soldier’s pension and perhaps I will 
hay some money after a while. I saw T. 
P. Christy the other day. He had re- 
ceived a sample copy of Tar TRUTH 
SEEKER and said that he was going to sub- 
scribe for it. I hay heard that a Mr. 
Sasser, of Caldwell parish, found a TRUTH 
SEEKER which I dropped on the road last 
year. When he went home he sent for . 
his neighbor, Mr. I. C Parker, now of 
Kelly, and they sat up all night and read 
Tue TRUTH SEEKER and talked over it. 
My niece, Miss Ida Noble, went over there 
last summer to teach a school. She found 
out that Mr. Parker was a Freethinker, 
and took him into her confidence and gave 
him some copies of Taz TRUTH SEEKER 
and some other Freethought literature. 
He engaged activly in the propaganda, 
and won some converts from the church’s 
flock. The chairman of the board of 
trustees of the school raised a racket with 
Miss Ida about it, and broke up her school 
three weeks before her time was out. 
But he did not hurt her in any other way. 
All of the other patrons and neighbors 
backed her, and he has had to retreat two 
or three times to keep from being 
whipped about it. The preachers hav 
prejudiced the minds of the people against 
Freethought. But I am breaking down 
that prejudice by living a correct life and 
letting them know that I am a Free- 
thinker, and by scattering around some 
Freethought literature. 

P. F. SHUMAKER, 

[Mr. Shumaker has our sympathy in his 
affliction, though some may say that it is 
at another man’s expense, for we. hav 
credited Mr. Widdicombe’s $2.50 to him, 
and set his date ahead one year, which 
allows us to getin fifty cents’ worth of our 
own sympathy anyway. Mr.Shumaker has 
been on our list a long while, has written 
many valuable articles for the paper, and. 
he shall hay it right along whether he gets 
the pension or not.—Ep. T. 8.] 


An Affair of Cigars Between Two 
Veterans. 
New Yorx, Dec. 16, 1892. 

Mr. Enprror: In the last issue of THE 
TRUTH SEEKER a notice from your corre- 
spondent W. H. Fulton, dated November 
19th, attracted my attention. It said: “I 
voted for Jackson in 1832 and now I hav 
voted for Cleveland, making sixteen presi- 
dents I hav voted for. Ifyou hav another 
subscriber who can go that and one better, 
he shall hav the cigars.” The writer of 
this article voted for Andrew Jackson in 
1818—the first vote he had—which makes 
him now in his eighty-fourth year. At 
that time there were three days’ election 
at the polls. And it was thought smart to 
get in a vote for Old Hickory. I hav 
voted for every president since, the. last 
one Grover Cleveland. So now, friend 
Fulton, hand down those cigars without 
any ‘‘ifs” and ‘‘ands.” I should. be: de- 
lighted and much pleased if you could-come 
and bring the bundle yourself, when we 
two old veterans will hav a good, jolly old 
time over ginger ale and a good smoke at 
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the Chapin Home, Sixty-sixth street, New 
York city. : 

I notice also you read Tae Trore 
SEEKER, and cannot well do without it. 
That shows your head is level. How 
singular it is that as we grow old we hay 
more reason than when we were young. 
This comes. by experience, for it is our 
schoolmaster, which teaches us that sup- 
posing a thing to be so may not make it 
truth. I find by observation all the smart 
men are Freethinkers, 

A good deal of work is to be done in our 
Freethought world, and much is crude, 
coarse work. The work that endures is 
that performed by the intelligent brain. 

The Dr. Briggs trial for heresy has 
opened awide field for the Freethought 
mind. He contends that the Bible is a 
proper subject for human criticism, that 
it is full of manifest errors, and hence he 
denies that it is the word of God. Dr. 
Briggs denies that Moses was the author 
of the Pentateuch, and has on his side the 
preponderance of modern biblical scholar- 
ship. Dr. Birch on the trial said that 
Briggs had read Paine’s ‘‘Age of Reason.” 
That was one grand admission gained for 
Freethought. 

The more the Bible is investigated and 
examined after truth the wiser will mèn 
become in respect to their future destina- 
tion. All the thoories, suppositions, and 
faith will evaporate and fly away like 
chaff before the wind. 

Mr. Editor, don’t let the above lie over 
too long—I want the cigars. a 

S. R. THORNE. 


Jesus Heard From. 
QILLESPIEVILLE, O., Dec. 17, 1892. 

Mr. Eprror: I did not know that Jesus 
was a subscriber for your valuable paper, 
though I had thought if he was living in 
our day he would be—whether he is or 
not I cannot say—but by some means he 
read my article, ‘‘ Which Was the Better 
Christian?” in your columns, and he 
straightway wrote me a letter. What do 
you think of that? A letter from Jesus! 
In the first place he gets off a sickly pun 
upon my name—which is a good one, by 
the way, and one I am not ashamed of, 
which is more than can be said of his, be 
it what it may, for he was ashamed to 
sign it to his communication, and I do not 
blame him. I suppose he felt called upon 
to vindicate the Christian religion. Well, 
all I hav to. say is, if that contemptible, 
disreputable superstition of a mytho- 
logical age can find no more able defender 
than -‘‘ Jesus alive” (as my unknown cor- 
respondent signs himself) itis truly in a 
deplorable, pitiable condition. It is now 
in order. to sing the requiem, for itis dead, 
and ‘‘Jesus alive” is the putrid dead left 
to bury the dead. Then let me exhort 
you, bury it; and bury it well, that no 
noxious gases may escape to foul the 
breath humanity must breathe. 

He denies being the author of the pas- 
sage which I quoted, and which is ascribed 
to him by the gospel writers. The passage 
is Matt. v, 39: ‘* Whosoever shall smite 
thee on thy right cheek turn to him the 
other also.” He said in his letter: ‘‘Pos- 
itivly it was your spiritual father Judas 
who wrote it.” It may hav been Judas 
who wrote it for aught that I know, but 
why Mr. Jesus alive should call Judas my 
spiritual father is a mystery. Judas 
never denied Jesus, whereas I do; there- 
fore, I think, there was another disciple 
whom it would hav been more appropriate 
to hav called my spiritual father. Not 
‘that I would giv a snap for the difference, 
but it would hav been more consistent. I 
refer to Peter. He denied Jesus, cursed 
and swore, and so do I. 

It has -struck me, since writing the 
above, that the letter was not from Jesus 
at all, but from some impostor. Well, 
stranger, I will sav you are not the first 
impostor who has disgraced that name; and 
you, stranger, are not only a disgrace to 
that name, but would be to any name you 
might usurp, John Calvin’s not excepted. 
You were afraid to sign your own name to 
your infamous letter, which shows you 
are a coward, and your letter bespeaks you 
a fool or a crank. Stranger, your true 
name is unknown to me, nor do I wish to 
know it. 

You say water ran in Judas’s veins but 
blood flows in yours!. All right, let it 
flow. I hav no wish to stop it, If mean- 


time you could get a little reason to flow 
into your superstitions cranium it were 
well, - 

You may be a woman for aught I know; 
if so, I plead as excuse for my barshness 
your using a masculin nom de plume. 
If you are a woman, and what I hav said 
seems harsh, I beg your pardon, for I hav 
no right to abuse any woman except my 
wife; and it was your Bible, and your re- 
ligion, and your Christian-made laws, 
which gave me the right toabuse her. Do 
Iabuse her? No. I hav too much love 
for her for that, and also too much inborn 
Justice. I hold and concede her to be as 
free as myself. But your Christian laws 
make a wife her husband’s slave in all ex- 
cept barter. If he makes his bed in hell 
there must she also lie, 

_ In conclusion I would say, correspond- 
ence solicited with all the ‘‘ Jesuses” 
and ‘‘ Christeses” in Christendom or any 
other dom. If you write on postal cards 
please inclose stamp for reply. JI am, 
Yours in Progression, 
_ JAMES Por Cryper. 


Guard the Schools. 


Irava, Inu., Dec. 16, 1892. 

Mr. Eprror: Home and freedom can liv 
onlyina secular country. Therefore every 
Liberal should inculcate Freethought into 
the minds of his children. Our forefathers 
had a great struggle to get out of the 
bloody: clutches of the church, and we hay 
as great a work before us if we keep for 
our children that glorious freedom so 
dearly bought. ‘the self-named God’s 
vicegerents are advising their dupes to vote 
any way to promote the growth of their 
peculiar creed and thus help God. They 
attack the school system because it opens 
up the channel for thought and makes men 
cry out against their. hellish schemes. 
There never was a time when the free 
school system needed to be more sacredly 
guarded. The people should see to it 
that every school board is composed of 
patriots, and- demand that they employ 
only patriots to teach their schools. In 
fact, no man or woman who holds any 
peculiar creed more sacred than country 
should receive a certificate. ‘‘These 
called-of-God men” (if men they are) are 
like cuckoos: they lay their eggs in the 
homes of their dupes, that they may be 
hatched and reared at the expense of the 
unthoughtful. They make their svp- 
porters believe that it is God’s will that 
they do all they can to promote their 
creed and destroy others. This kind of 
teaching is a curse to any country, and in- 
stead of developing men and women it 


“makes them haters and destroyers of one 


another. Such teachers are the real ene- 
mies of the human race; they suck the 
life-blood of the community in which they 
liv and liv like kings upon the contribu- 
tions of the deceived. All reading people 
know the origin of the scheme of salva- 
tion and the causo leading to so many 
different denominations. The Apostles 
could not agree and did not agree, and the 
‘called of God” do not agree to-day. 
There are so many parasites that they must 
divide the dupes so all can liv. All stu- 
dents of history know the origin of Prot- 
estantism and the character of the origina- 
tor. He was about as virtuous as the 
“man after God’s own heart,” and like 
David he was a murderer. The religion 
that compels honest, unthinking people to 
contribute to the support of such charac- 
ters is ridiculous and a bad religion. Such 
a scheme could only hatch in the brain of 
the caste who pray to nothingness, and 
believe in a kingdom on earth—for those 
who believe in Christ believe that he will 
yet establish his kingdom among us. 
Poor, deluded faith! Reason teaches that 
such a thing caunot be. But there is 
danger that the people may attempt such 
a thing in Christ’s name. We are all con- 
vinced that kingdoms on earth hay en- 
slaved and starved men and women. If 
earthly kingdoms are tctal failures, so far 
as justice and rights of individuals are 
concerned, why should we work for a 
kingdom come? In the name of justice 
and common sense call a halt and investi- 
gate, think, before it is too late. We hay 
been imposed upon long enough. The 
money paid to the self-called if judi- 
ciously handled would drive poverty from 
the land. Why should the people pay 


large sums of money to men who try to 
tell them something about something or 
nothing that they know nothing about and 
hay no way of finding ont? 

We need the spirit of a Henry, the wis- 
dom and reason ofa Paine, and the broad- 
ness of an Ingersoll to fight vhis cobra of 
superstition that has for ages been and is 
now poisoning the minds of so many that 
otherwise would be bright and shining 
lights. Archbishop Ryan, of Philadel- 
phia, said in a recent interview: ‘‘The 
daily schools should combine education 
and religion.” What religion? Whose 
religion? He also said, ‘‘ The head of the 
Catholic church was the son of a carpen- 
ter, and born in a manger.” This in- 
forms us what religion and whose religion 
should be taught in our schools. Is it 
coming to this? Must grand old Liberal 
America giv up her liberty? Must our 
grand free school system drift into nun- 
neries? Must our old flag be devoluted 
avd dishonored into the Catholic cross? 
Time can tell. We believe with Jefferson 
that eterrial vigilance is the price of liberty, 
and our salvation depends upon the en- 
ergy of the Liberal intellectual giants. 

Yours for freedom and the discontinu- 
ance of all religious creeds in our free 
schools, C. S. RANDOLPH. 


The Design Argument. 
_ CONCORDIA, Kan., Dee. 16, 1892. 

Mr. Eprror: I hav read with pleasure, 
and no doubt with profit, your scholarly 
attempt to arouse me from the lethargy 
into which you deem I hav fallen. Permit 
me to say that you are the first combatant 
I hay encountered in some years who at- 
tends courteously to the subject and fails 
to cry, ‘* Fool!” Ihav ever entertained a 
high opinion of the ‘‘ young philosopher ” 
at Toe TRUTH Seexer’s helm and am thus 
strengthened in that opinion. 

I hope that I may indulge sufficiently in 
egoism to hint as modestly as possible 
that, while I believe from your article you 
think me a kind of antediluvian fossil, I 
am not indeed such. I am not made 
that way. I hav seldom been so oppressed 
by business as not to be able to apply 
from two to three hours of that day to 
such studies as shall keep me abreast of 
the times. This period is the happiest of 
the day, and is usually in the evening 
about a circular table surrounded by a 
good modern library, with one ol the best 
little women on earth keeping along with 
me. The authors which you advise me to 
read are our constant companions. 

You seem to misunderstand my position 
as to design somewhat. Iam not led toa 
belief in design because of the ‘‘ worder” 
or mystery of a thing. When you place 
me on that ground you hav an easy target 
indeed. I am led to & belief of this kind 
wholly freed from any thought of mystery, 
but because of certain phenomena in 
nature which seem to move consciously 
toward a certain attainable result. Now, 
as to the watch I hav no quarrel with you 
so far as your blows fall upon the theo- 
logian. But when you assume me as 
thinking the watch indicates a designer 
because of its mystery I protest. I think 
you evade the subject when you state you 
know the watch to hav had a designer by 
previous experience. That makes your 
case easy indeed. As shrewd a metaphys- 
icist as you sbow yourself to be must 
know that a lack of experience was pre- 
sumed; otherwise we would hav no ques- 
tion to discuss. Then again you notice 
this point, and assume that I am moving 
on the theory of mystery as before. 
When you come to this point and waive 
the previous knowledge, I think you do 
not help the matter by referring te the 
millions of other phenomena in nature 
which present (at least to me) apparent 
marks of design. This makes it very 
much like an identical algebraic equation, 
from which we find x=x. That there are 
millions of such things does not help to 
explain. 

But with just how much light must we 
endow the finder of this legendary watch 
to make the parallel? Surely you would 
not take from him aii other knowledge 
and then say, ‘‘ Behold! he does not now 
seek a cause for this new creation, this 
watch, but he is content to look upon it as 
he does on every other phenomenon!” 
This would be an unmerited joke on 
Atheists; who, I grant, are among our 


finest thinkers. I suspect you hav carried 
this disrobing point too far to be logical. 

You say, ‘‘ Another glance or two at“ 
the subject will hardly fail of briuging 
him where stand all genuin reasoners who 
hay given the matter adequate attention.” 
This is made stronger where further along 
you say, ‘*. we recommend you to 
look up the late progress made in bringing 
them under natural law and you will find 
a call for a designer no longer.” Iam not 
aware of any remissness in this direc- 
tion on my part. Yet perhaps had you 
grasped my weak point a little more 
clearly—reflecting more in keeping with 
your acknowledged mental vigor—you 
would not hav written thus. Please think 
carefully on my mental difficulty here and 
help me out of it, my brother, if you see 
the way out yourself. Here itis. In con- 
nection with the above statement you say, 
“Darwin, Spencer, Haeckel, Bain, Mill, 
and Büchner will meet the purpose!” 
Now, my embarrassment is to understand 
how a still closer acquaintance with these 
philosophers would at all aid me in rising 
to the Atheistic plane when these men 
themselus never (with all their wisdom 
and knowledge) arose to this plane. I 
do not think you can find any positiv evi- 
dence that any one of them is an Atheist. 
We often quote Darwin as to the origin of 
life, while the fact is he never entered 
upon a discussion of any such subject. 
The popular quotations from Darwin, and 
Darwin himself, are very different things. 
In his ‘‘Origin of Species” he shows us 
(essentially) how by certain accidental 
variations by reason of special environ- 
ments and limitations species may change, 
vary, multiply, or disappear. But no- 
where else has he discussed a subject in 
which the God question might be involved. 
Spencer has taken especial pains to explain 
that he is neither a Materialist nor an 
Atheist. I now allude to various published 
letters of his of more recent date in refu- 
tation of those who style him a Materialist. 

Further as to the point of our belief 
in design vanishing after reading these 
men, why did not Professor Zöllner, the 
great German scientist, whose very pro- 
fession made him necessarily familiar with | 
the works of all such scientists as the above 
—why, I say, did they not make an 
Atheist of him? He believed ina supreme 
being, and a life after this, if we may be- 
lieve him in his ‘‘ Transcendental Phys- 
ics.” Prof. Wm. Denton, the peer of 
Darwin as a thinker, at least, who lost his 
life in search of the expansion of natural 
law, was necessarily familiar with these 
same authors and many others—he was 
not an Atheist but a Spiritualist in belief; 
also Professor Varley, A. Russell Wallace, 
Aksakoff of Russia, all men of science, all 
believers in a superior intelligence, and 
Spiritualists. Verily I see no proof of 
your statement that an acquaintance with 
such men would raise me to the much- 
coveted knowledge of Atheism. 

You tell me that cyclones, comets, and 
storms are now fully understood. It is 
really your duty now to let our astron- 
omers and meteorologists know this. 
What you overlook is the underlying 
cause of all things—not the proximate 
causes, which often a mere child could 
comprehend. For instance, you speak of 
tracing things to natural laws. Does it 
never strike you as being absurd to speak 
of there being a law without design? 

When I see the pollen dust upon one 
tree or sbrub, and its receptacle on 
another; a flower that closes its calyx to 
an injurious insect and opens it to one that 
will be of advantage to it; when I study 
the form of the bird’s quill, the laws of 
the planets’ orbital motion with the exact 
repulsion and attraction that has kept 
them to their places for millions of years 
—shall I be called a dunce for concluding 
these things indicate design? 

I would beg to say that I once occupied 
the same belief you now entertain; by the 
study of nature’s phenomena I think I hav 
advanced from it. The human egotism 
to which you allude, is far more on the 
side of the Atheist than upon the side of 
the Deist. 

But I fear I am taking too much of 
your space. Again I thank you for your 
courtesy, and the patient and masterly 
effort you make to help me on the God 
question. Fraternally yours, 

B, R. ANDERSON, 
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And to whom do we owe more than to the ' 
poor man? Goldsmith says: 
Princes and lords may flourish or may 


fade, 
A breath can make them as a breath has 


| Gaildren’s Gorner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wrxon, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communica- 


: > made; 
tions for this Corner should be sent. But a bol d peasantry, their country’s 
pride 
“ Between the dark and the daylight, When once destroyed can never be sup- 
When the night is beginning to lower, plied. 


Comes a pause in the day's occupations 


That is known as the Children’s Hour.” [The above creditable essay was written 


-by a bright young gentleman of fourteen 
—a high-school student. It was read in 
school. We regretthat our young friend’s 
modesty will not permit ue to giv his 
name to our readers, but as genius.is al- 
ways recognizable, his name will probably 
some day be widely known.—Ep. C. C.] 
to 


Correspondence. 


New Yorsz, Dec. 5, 1892. 

Miss Wrxon: Now you hav been good 
enough to giv publicity in the Children’s 
Corner to my letter of the 11th of Novem- 
ber last, I take the liberty of calling 
your attention to another impropriety I 
hav noticed in this city, and I suppose is 
the same all over the country. 

On the elevated railroads, surface cars, 
and other public conveyances I hav in- 
variably seen the men comfortably seated 
reading newspapers or sleeping—this 
when returning from picnics—while the 
ladies were standing up, suffering all sorts 
of inconveniences. Is the world upside 
down? Can there be anything more 
ridiculous than such sights in a nation 
that pretends to be at the head of civili- 


Who Is King? 


| He who controls his appetites 
And holds his’passions bound, 
On sea or land, or aerial flights, 
He to the core is sound. 


He worthy is to wear a crown, 
A royal signet-ring; 
With flowers his pathway should be strewn, 
For, he alone is king. 
Susan H. Wrxon. 


Open the Worid’s Fair on Sunday. 


It is a strange, unaccountable fact that 
so Many men should stoop to better them- 
selvs at the expense of the community in 
which they liv. Man always has been, 
and probably always will be, selfish, but 
such sefishness as closing the Fair on 
Sunday is an open slander against Ameri- 
can people and American ideas. Itis to be 
abhorred and denounced in whatever form 
it appears, whether clad in the multifarious 
robes of sanctity, or the envious greed of 
the rumseller. 


up my music lessons for the winter, think- 
ing my school studies are enough, as I am 
not a very healthy little girl. 

Christmas will soon be here and I shall 
be anxious to see the Children’s Corner to 
see what presents they all received. 
Mamma thinks I am getting too old to ex- 
pect to get many toys, so I shall look for 
something that will be of some benefit to 
me. 

If you make a visit to the World’s Fair 
next summer I would like very much to 
hav you make us a visit if you can doso. 
Grandpa says if I was a little older I 
could go. - : 
As this letter is rather lengthy I will 
write no more at present. With my best 
wishes to you and my Corner friends, I 
remain, Sincerely, Bertma E. WEED. 

SELD VaLteyY, ORe., Nov. 80, 1892. 

Dear Miss Susan H. Wixon AND THE 
Cornertres: Seeing that the communica- 
tions are scarce in the Corner, I thought 
I would write a few lines for it, as I ha v 
been wishing to do so for some time. We 
take Toa TRUTH SEEKER all the time and 
we think it a very good and interesting 
paper for everyone to read. Well, this 
is my first article on this subject to any 
newspaper. AsI hav been for: several 
years studying the Indian’s ways, 
thought it would be best and interesting 
to put a small piece in theCorner. When 
the wKites first came on the Klamath 
river, about 1850, there were several hun- 
dreds of Indians, and they were doing 
well. They liv principally on acorns, 
manzenetta, and all kinds of meat and 
berries. The race grew weaker every 
year up to this present moment. Iwi 


The Freethinker’s Badge-pin 


i AND 
THE TRUTH SEEKER 
ONE YEAR, 


Will be sent for $4.50. The $2.75 Pin and THE 
TRUTH BEEKER one year for $5. 


Ingersoll Souvenir Spoon 
THE TRUTH SEEKE R 


Will be sent for $4.75. Sugar Spoons and TRUTH 
SEEKER, $5. Either kind (Tea or Sugar) Spoon 
with gilt bowl, 50c. more. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Other Newspapers 


The Truth Seeker. 


Any of our readers who desire a New York 
weekly political paper can obtain one of the fol- 
lowing ìn connection with THE TRUTH SEEKER 
at reduced rates: 

Tribune (Republican) weekly, and THE 

TRUTH SEEKER. - - - - 
Tribune (Republican) semi-weekly, and THE 

TRUTH SEEKER, - = B a 
The Sun (Democratic) weekly, and THE 

TRUTH SEEKER, - = - - 8 50 
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TRUTH SEEKER, - - - - 850 
THE ARENA and THE TRUTH SEEKER 
Will be sent one year both for, - - $6 00 
With large picture premium with the Arena, 6 50 
THE NORTH AMERICAN. REVIEW anā 


$3 50 


Why should priesthood and clergy dic- 
tate the rule of a free country? ‘Let them 
hav a care. Thehorrors of the Inquisition, 
the beauty of witch-burning, a practice 
propagated by learned and refined Chris- 
tians, the terrors of the Netherlands when 
state and church were one, show conclu- 
sivly what the church can do when in 
power. The horrors of the Reformation 
must not be repeated. 

What an edifying spectacle is pre- 
sented to the world, the rumseller and 
the clergyman uniting in an effort to close 
the Fair. The hour comes when the very 
men who owe their existence to the differ- 
ent creeds will find that popular indig- 
nation, like a mighty inundation that 
started in many a little rill, will sweep the 
country of that useless element of modern 
civilization, the egotism of the clergy. 
If they continue to interfere with the lib- 
erties of the people, they in turn will 
lose their influence, power, and position. 

Like the blast of a trumpet the clarion 
notes of a freeman ring out. Thealarm has 
sounded. The cry ‘‘ Shame!” comes from 
many thousand workmen. The repeal of 
that law is not far distant. The days of 
such kind, beneficial Christians as Con- 
stantine, Philip of Spain, and Mary 
of England are passed. Men no longer 
look with religious veneration, but with 
contempt, upon bigotry. The framers of 
our Constitution declared state and church 
must always be separate, and we should 
follow their advice to avoid danger. 

The clergy must keep their place nor 
infringe upon the rights of the people. 
Human liberty is too precious to be ham- 
pered by any fetters. If Jesus their 
jeader has sounded the keyncte of human 
kindness, his disciples would do well to 
follow his example. Why not giv all 
classes a chance, all races an equality, and 
all opinions a free, uncompromised tolera- 
tion? ; 

Open the World’s Fair on Sunday. Let 
the poor man view the grandest things of 
earth without losing a single day of labor, 
without sacrificing the wages of a single 
hour. If you do this you not only present to 
view of the world your country’s products, 
your country’s wealth, but also your 
country’s freedom, pure and undefiled. 
You thus giv your countrymen the 
strongest possible position, 

For manhood is mighty where manhood is 
free. 

You may close the Fair on Sunday, 
partly fill the churches, and keep intact 
the name of intolerance the early settlers 
bequeathed us; but, on the other hand, 
you add many thousands to the already 
innumerable victims of all sorts of current 
vice. You benefit the churches and the 
wicked, but you deal a terrible blow at 
liberties of the country, home, and 
people. 

Finally, if you treat the poor man fairly 
the others will look out for themselvs. 


zation ? 


JOSEPH FELIX GONZALEZ, 
Nativ of Porto Rico. 
Nosmrry, Tex., Nov. 80, 1892. 
Miss Wrxon, Dear Friend: I thoughtI 


would write to the Corner, as I hav never 
seen anyone writing from this place. My 
papa has taken Tue TRUTH SEEKER ever 
since before I could remember. 
thirteen years old. I like to read THe 
TRUTH SEEKER, especially the Children’s’ 
Corner. I hay just returned from a trip 
to St. Louis. Papa went with me; we 


I am 


2 


were gone fifteen days. St. Louis is six 
hundred and fifty miles from here. I hay 
been sick for some time, and will not be 
able to 
one brother; we are the only children 
mamma has. i 
living with us. Her name is Agnes Taylor. 
We see a heap of fun here. There arè not 
many Freethinkers here iu this little vil- 
lage. There is one dry-goods store, one 
grocery store, and a blacksmith shop.’ 
As this is my first letter, I will close 
for fear of the waste-basket. 


o to school this winter. I hav 


There is a young girl 


From your Liberal friend, 
Dora Morrow. 
CARLSBAD, Car., Dec. 12, 1892. 
Miss Wixon: I would like to obtain a 


small space in the Children’s Corner. 


My father has taken THE TRUTH SEEKER 


for seventeen years, and will always take 
it. I ama young Freethinker and am not 
ashamed to say so. I am not one of the 
kind of Freethinkers who is a Freethinker 
when he is with the Freethinkers and a 
Christian when he is with the Christians. 
I say, Be a Freethinker or a Christian; 
don’t be astraddle of the fence; come over 
one side or the other! I do not hav any- 
thing to do with the church or church 
doings. This town is not much of the 
church order. Some people are afraid to 
talk as they believe. I am not. I talk 
just as I believe and like to see other peo- 
ple do the same. Thisis a free country. 
agah I say, speak up for your rights. 
i 


shing to see this in print, I will close for 


this time. 


From your Freethinking friend, 
CLINT CULVER. 


[There’s a brave, candid, outspoken lad 


for you. Who shall say we hav not as fine 
a lot of lads and lassies as can be found in 
the country? And they are all willing to 
stand up and be counted as stanch and 
true Liberals!—Ep. C. C.] 


Norte Huron, N. Y., Dec. 5, 1892. 
Drar Miss Wrxon: I hav not written a 


jetter since you returned home, so will 
write a few lines to-day for the Children’s 
Corner. 


For a week past we hav had beautiful 


sleighing, and I as well as my little dog 
Bruno hav enjoyed ourselvs very much 
riding on my handsleigh. I hav a little 
harness so I can drive him the same as a 
horse, but he is not large enough to draw 
m 


e. 
My school commenced November 21st, 
and my teacher’s name is Albert Richard- 
son, this making three winters with us, 
and we like him very much, as he takes 
great interest in the school. I study this 
term geography, history, grammar, writ- 
ing, arithmetic, and spelling. 

I will be eleven years old the 22d of this 
month and I am thinking of attending 
school at Clyde next term. I hav given 


say that it would now bea great job to 
scare up one hundred and fifty. The in- 
crease is very small. 

Most of the squaws were bought by the 


mee endl settlers. si esc eile BOOKS BY 
nd of whisky, 
and would: coll aacihing they hav for M PROF. FELIX L. OSWALD. ; 


When drunk they are fighting, squalling ` ‘ Sas ogg 
lin à ? vil | The Bible of Nature: A Contribution 

and howling. T ey believe in the de to the Religion of the Future. Cloth. $1. 

and Holy Ghost. 


and. Holy G They do not believe | The Secret of the East; or, The Origin 


È ‘ of the Christian Religion and the Significance 
They will keep their dead five days be- | ofits Rise and Decline. Cloth, $1. 
fore burying. 


: ! All this time a fearful | Physical Education ; or, The Health-Laws 

howling going on, swearing, and cutting | of Nature. Cloth, $1. 

of hair. | | Household Remedies for the Prevalent 
The bigger the devil the more they like | Disorders of the Human Organism. Cloth, $1. 

him. They are more superstitious than a | Zoological Sketches: A Contribution to 

lot of ignorant Catholics. the Outdoor study of Natural History. Illus- 
Now, all do your best, and believe me | tratedby H Faber. Cloth, $2. 

to be your Liberal friend. Address THE TRUTH SEEKFR, 


F 28 Lafayette place, New York. 
Well, my letter is too long already, so pei alae EMAA O 


I will close. 
FILE BINDERS. 


I hope to see it in print. 
Those who preserve the volumes of THE TRUTH 


Success to all. S. ©. PELLS. 
eo SEEKER need a File Binder, which we will send on 
receipt of one dollar. 


Got His Cards. a E E A 
«INFIDELS AND CHARITY.” 


Tommy had just returned from Sunday- 
school, and his mother asked him if he 

A Leaflet showing that the oft-repeated Chris- 
tian statement that Infidels do not contribute 


had been a good boy. 
“Not very,” he replied. to nor found charities is a falsehood. Itought to 
“Th didn’t d-behavi be wi irculated t t the cal i 
en yo ood-benavio e widely circulated to m: e e calumny. ce, 
a?” yon ntgot ag ae 5 cents; 50 cents a dozen. Address THE TRUTH 
car SEEKER, 28 Lafayette place, New York. 


**Yes, I did. I saved the money you | ——~~___ 
gave me for the heathen and bought two s 
cards with it from the other boys.” SCIENCE VS, RELIGION, 
Se ge a a e S a OR, THE - 
Hard Knocks 


Conflict between Reason and Superstition, 
at Christianity. 


By T, ©. WIDDICOMEBE, 
By R. WHEELER. 


Philadelphia, Pa. 
_ This book is just what its title implies—thump- 
ing whacks at superstition. It deals with the 
effect of Chiistianity on the world, showing 
what Christians have done to advance their relig- 
ion and impede the progress of man. it shows 
that Jesus was a false prophet, that the gospels 
are not authentic, and that Christianity is a bor- 
rowed system of religion. That the Bible is not 


THE TRUTH SEEKER will be sent one year 
for - - in A = iS $6 75 


Price, 10 cents. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


. A NEW WORK 


BY 
ARTHUR B. MOSS, 
Author of “The Bible and Evolution,” 


an accord Puttin Beience, Rano tne atonement i i ENTITLED ss 

scheme is futile and foolish, an at religion is . 

ame Christianity and Evolution 
Price, 20 cents, six for $1. L] 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. With reface by 


J. M. WHEELER, Sub-editor of Freethinker. 
Price, $1. Order at once. 


Antiquity 
Unveiled. 


Ancient Voices from the Spirit Realm 
disclose the most Startling 


Christianity a Fiction. 


THE 
Astronomical and Astrologic- 
al Origin of all Religions. 
By DR. J. H. MENDENHALL. 


Explanatory notes compiled and arranged by 
the late Jonathan M. Roberts. Price, 50 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Revelations. 
—0-— 
s . La La . 
Advancement of Seience, Proving Christianity 
By Prof. John Tyndall. Heathen Origi n. 
With Portrait, Biogranhical Sketoh, and Articles (ILLUSTRATED.] 


Paper, 12mo, 105 pp., 25 cents. 
Address and Portrait only, 69 pp., 10 cents. 


Price, $1.50. Address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, JANUARY 7, 1898. 


FREETHINKERS’ PICTORIAL TEXT-BOOK 


THE SABBATH. 


By M. FARRINGTON. 


A Thorough Hxamination and Ref- 
utation of the Claims of the 
Sabbatarians. 

Price, , 


10 cents. 


The Sunday Qu 


estion. 


A HISTORICAL AND CRITICAL REVIEW. 
WITH REPLIES TO AN OBJECTOR 
By GEORGE W. BROWN, M.D. 


Price, 15 cents 


Materialism: 


Its History and Its Infiuence 
Upon Society. 


By Ds. Lows Buounsr, Author of “Force and 
atter,” etc. 


Translated from the German. 
Paper, 12mo, 15 cents. 


Bible Temperance, 


Commended, Defended, and 
Enjoined by the Bible. 
By E. 0. WALKER. i 


10 cents 


Apocryphal New Testament. 
THE GOSPELS, 


Epistles, etc., Attributed to Jesus Christ and hls Apostles, 
and not Included in the Now Testament. 


Prie, - - - - - = - = $ 


A FEW DAYS IN ATHENS. 


By FRANCES WRIGHT. 


Embellished with the portrait of Epicurus, the 
Greek philosopher, and the author. 


- - - - - 75 cents 


Price, 


BIBLE IN INDIA 


—HINDOO ORIGIN— 
Of Hebrew and Christian Rev 
elation. 3 ek 
By Lovis JacoLtiiort. Price, $z 


Godly Women of the Bible. 


A HISTORY OF ALL 
The Women Who Figure in the Bible, 


Aw Uncopiy Woman or THE NINETEENTH CENT 
: UBY. 
Cloth, - =~ = a. æ œ cents, 


SISTER LUCY 


Her Awful Disclosures 


AS TO VEW HALL CONVENT. 
And a Fow Words on Auricular Confession. 


Woont 


Pre aia Con of 


Supernatural Religion 


Have We a Supernatural, Inspired. Mirso 
ulous Religion? 


i. Sapas 


L. K. Washburn’s Works, 


Sunday and the Sabbath. ‘‘A law regu- 
lating human conduct on the Sabbath is an im- 
pertinence.” Price, 10 cents. 

The False Teaching of the Christian 
Church. ‘‘The Thirty-nine Articles of 
the Christian church are thirty-nine poor, 
broken-down Opinions.” Price, 10 cents. 

The Foolishness of Prayer. ‘‘ Think of 
a minister’s praying God_to, kill grasshoppers, 
or trying to induce the Deity to undertake a 
crusade of one against the Colorado beetle! 
Price, 10 cents. 


Followers of Jesus. Price, 10 cents. 
Spiritualism : Is It a Faith or a Fact? 
rice, 5 cents. 
Religious Problems. Price, 10 cents. 
Was Jesus Insane? Price, 10 cents. 
The Public: Schools and the Catholic 
Church. Price, 5 cents. 


Pyramid of Gizeh. 


Ancient Egyptian Civilization and Hebrew Nar- 
rative in Genesis and Exodus. 
By Van Busen Denstow, LL.D. Price, 15 cents. 


re =notoe alath w aanse 


| News of the UDeck. 


Tae important statement is made by ex- 
pelled Rabbi Rosenburg, of New York 
city, that he did not eat ham. 


Ar Hamilton, Ont., Evangelist Edward 
Best stood at his open window and prayed 
to the Lord to curse and destroy his neigh- 
bor with cholera and small-pox. He was 
arrested and fined $10 and costs for dis- 
orderly conduct. 


Ar Coloma, Mich., Thurston Carter, 
leader of a new sect called the Chosen 
Seven, declared that God had commanded 
him to sacrifice his child. His wife 
wrenched a butcher-knife from him before 
he could plunge it in the infant, 


Epw. HALLINGER, a colored Baptist 
preacher, was hanged at Jersey City for 
the murder of his mistress. He spent his 
latter daysin consultation with his spirit- 
ual adviser, the Jesuit father Finnigan, 
and in reading the great Catholic work of 
St. Thomas 4 Kempis. 


“See Chicago and die,” itis said, isa 
maxim that will be literally carried out 
this year by many. Typhoid fever and 
other contagious diseases are expected to 
spread there. Diarrheal diseases caused 
by fatigue, exposure to cold or heat, and 
improper or unusual diet, will abound at 
the Fair and after return home, All this 
even if cholera does not enter, 


In the late Irish elections, says Justice 
Andrews, who, with Justice O’Brien, un- 
seated Fullam, ‘‘the whole organization of 
the church was thrown into the contest. 
Every priest was acanvasser. They can- 
vassed everywhere, on the altar, at the 
houses, on the roads.” It is alleged, and 
Mr. Justice O Brien thinks it true, that 
they canvassed in the confessional. 


Tue board of estimate and apportionment 
of New York city, which does not hesitate 
to squander the people’s money on Cath- 
olic institutions and jobs by which poli- 
ticians can profit, has refused to giv the 
Museum of Art such a sum as will enable 
it to keep open Sundays. Unless some- 
thing unexpected intervenes, the Museum 
will resume ‘its former custom of Sunday 
closing. 


Brrore the opening of the Protestant 
church in Madrid, Spain, in which coun- 
try any church not Catholic has rarely 
been tolerated, a deputation of eight 
duchesses, seven marchionesses, eight 
countesses, and several of the queen- 
regent’s ladies-in-waiting visited Premier 
Sagasta to protest. He declined to inter- 
fere and the ladies departed angry. The 
Catholics of Madrid organized a street dem- 
onstration against the premier in which 
the schoolchildren took part. 


McGuynn has been readmitted to the 
exercise of his briostly function. Itis not 
thought that he will be allowed to return 
to the same church. No one knows the 
negotiations which hav passed. It is be- 
lieved that he has made some pledges or 
submission. It is commonly supposed 
that the motiv of the church is unwilling- 
ness to lose the large number of members 
who were personally attached to him, and 
especially to lose their present financial 
contributions. The Peter’s Pence from 
America fell off considerably because of 
his affair. 

Tr priest of the church at Canton, 
Minn., which possessed a miraculous pict- 
ure on a window, said before it had been 
removed: ‘‘From the expression I am 
confident that some great plague—cholera 
or something—is to visit_the earth. The 
crucifixion and Mary and Joseph hav also 
appeared on the glass. Skeptics hav gone 
up there and scraped that glass and poured 
burning acid onit, but Our Lady is still 
there. The skeptics all went away con- 
vinced. . . . The list of absolute cures 
is enough to confirm any skeptic that the 
mother of God ishere. One of the most 
marvelous of recent cures is that of F. H. 
McBride, of Chicago, who, after being 
advised by physicians to hav his legs am- 
putated, was carried here. He walked 
away. The cures number hundreds.” 


Mr. O’Bztrne, of New York city, a 
member of the board of aldermen, at the 
latest session of those functionaries 
moved that as ‘‘this large city, so plenti- 
fully supplied with clergymen, affords 
every opportunity for those anxious to en- 
ter the matrimonial state,” the legislature 
divest the aldermen of the power to per- 
form the marriage ceremony. Alderman 
Flynn replied: “If the gentleman from 
the Telescope district knew a little more 
law he’d know that a civil marriage is 
necessary for foreign persons if the union 
is to be recognized as legal in their coun- 
tries. If hed study up his Blackstone, 
Kent, and Marshall a little more he’d 
know more about the necessity for these 
marriages. The gentleman throws a bad 
odium over the board with his resolution. 
He’s very conscientious in this. There 
may besomething he ain’t so conscientious 
about.” The resolution failed. 


G 


represent Uncle Sam and the Priests. 

ie The Church Robbing the People. 
Thanksgiving. 
Sabbath Laws. 
Children and the Church. 
‘Woman and the Church. 
The Church and Thomas Paine. 
Studies in Natural History. 
The Bible and Science. 
The Clergy and Their Flocks, 
Piety in Our Penitentiaries. 
The Atonement Scheme. 
The Lord and His Works. 

ayer. 

The Creeds. 
Christians and Mohammedans. 


Cat- badanda < heeded heed 
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SHOWING 


THE ABSURDITY AND UNTRUTHFUD- 
NESS OF THE CHURCH’! CLAIM . 
TO BE A DIVINE AND BENEFI- 
CENT INSTITUTION, AND RE~ 
VEALING THE ABUSES 
OF A UNION OF 
OHURCH AND 


18 5 _ Full~Page 
Illustrations. 
WITH COPIOUS CITATIONS 
FACTS, 
HISTORY, 
STATISTICS, 


OPINIONS or SCHOL- 
ARS 


TO MAINTAIN THE ARGUMENT OF 
THE ARTIST. 
DESIGNS BY WATSON HESTON. 


WITH PORTRAIT OF 
THE DESIGNER. 


OF 


The illustrations are classified as follows: 


2 represent Samples of Christianity’s Work. \ 


5 Missionaries. | 
1 The Lord’s Instruments. : 
2 °° Bible Doctrines and Their Result 
1 K he Church and Slavery. 

2 a Priests and Politics. 

4 s Treland and the Church. | 

2 z hurch’s Idea of Civilization. 

1 he Uses of the Cross. 

4 s Unkind Reflections on the Chureh, 
9 os Persecutions of the Church. 

2 ā Ë“ Some Allegories. 

8 = eaven. 

6 i ell. 

7 Miscellaneous. 


A most extraordinary publication. We venture the assertion that nothing like it has ever be. 


fore appeared in this country, and it is very doubtful if another one like it will ever again be pu 


hed. 


signer is a wonderful success, and we jui 
America will desire a copy of th 


We must give the Truth Seeker Company the credit of putting the book in th cl: 
At twice the price it would have been a cheap book. Artist Š a ne Kal ae 


eston as a portrait-painter and de 


8 e from our own feelings that nearly every Liberal in 
is most wonderful volume.—[Freethinkers’ Magazine. 


Mr. Heston deserves to be called the artist-hero of Liberalism. He has dedicated his genius to 


Freethought, and has done faithful and noble work for the cause of right and truth. But th 


ures do not make up the whole of this volume. 


u e pict- 


There are nearly two hundred pages of reading 


matter that serve first as explanations of the illustrations, and secondly as texts to prove the utter 


falsity of the church’s professions and the hyp 


ocrisy of those who uphold them. 


together the 


book is one of the best weapons against Christianity and the church that has ever been put in the 


hands of Freethinkers.—{Boston Investigator. 


\. Price, board covers, $2; cloth, $2.50. 
Address The Truth Seakan- 


Life of Thomas Paine, 


WITH A 
History of His Literary, Polltical, and Rellglous Career 
in America, France, and England. 


By MONCURE DANIEL CONWAY, 


Author of “ Omitted Chapters of History Dis- 
closed in the Life and Papers of Edmund 
Randolph,” “George Washington 
and Mount Vernon,” “ Wash- 
ington’s Rnles of Civ- 
ility,” etc. 


To Which Is added a Sketch of Palne by Willlam Cobbett. 


No real biography of Paine has ever appeared. 
The so-called Lives of Paine have been mainly 
the controversial work of pamphleteers, turning 
chiefly on his religious heresies. Paine was in 
his fifty-eighth year before he published any- 
thing concerning religion, and before that time 
he had acted an important part in revolutionar 
movements in the United States, England, an 
France. But in the religious conflict initiated 
by him, his political services and military career 
hav been but inadequately considered. A certain 
historical ostracism has buried in the archives 
of various countries a large mass of documents 
containing records of paramount interest and 
importance. Mr. Conway has personally searched 
such records, in Europe and America, and has 
obtained from these fresh light, not, only on 
Paine, but on various eminent figures in Ameri- 
can and European history with whom he was 
associated. A large amount of unpublished cor- 
respondence has been included in the volumes. , 

Mr. Conway says in his Preface: “In the labori- 


ous work of searching out the real Paine I hav 
found a general appreciation of its importance, 
and it be seen in the following pages that 
enerous assistance has been rendered by Eng- 
sh clergymen, by official persons in Europe and 
America, by persons of all beliefs and no beliefs. 
In no instance have I been impeded by any preju- 
dice, religious or politic: e curators of 
archives, private collectors, owners of important 
documents bearing on the subject, have wel- 
comed my effort to bring thetruth to light.” 


Two vols., royal oct., gilt top, portraits, $5. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


Priestly Celibacy Exposed, 


By Rev. G. T., Fox, MLA. 
Price, 15 cents. Address this office. 


HEATHENS OF THE HEATH. 
Radical Romance. 
By Wu. MoDoNxELL 8009p.. paper, 60 cents. 


The Truth Seeker Library, 


The World’s Sages, Thinkers, and Re- 
formers. The Biographies of three hun- 
dred of the most distinguished teachers, and 
philosopherg (who were not Christians), from 
he time of Menu to the present. By D.M. Ben- 
nett. 1,075 pages, 8vo. Cloth, $3; leather, $4; 
morocco, gilt edges, $4.50. 


The Champions of the Church: Their 


Crimes and Persecutions. Biographical 
sketches of prominent Christians. compan- 
ion book to “The World's Sages,” etc. By D.M. 
Bennett. 8vo, 1,119: pages. Morocco, gilt edges. 


The Gods and Religions of Ancient and 
Modern Times. Vol. I gives a full ac- 
count of all the gods the nations of the earth 
have worshiped, iucluding_ Jehovah, Satan, the 
Holy Ghost, Jesus Christ, irgin Mary, and, the 
Bible. 835 pages, 8vo. Vol. describes fully 
all religious systems of the world, including 
Judaism, Mohammedanism, and, Christianity; 
the latter occupying B72 pages, being fully gone 
into. %9 pages. By D. M. Bennett. Writ- 
ten in prison at Albany. In cloth, $3 per vol- 
ume, or $5 for the two volumes; in leather, $7; 
in morocco, gilt edges, $8. 


Supernatural Religion. An inquiry into 
the reality of divine revelation. Decidedly the 
most thorough and exhaustive work on the 
elaims of supernaturalism ever written. By F. 
W. Newman, Emeritus Professor of the London 
University. 1.115 pages, 8vo. In cloth, $4; 
leather, $5; morocco, gilt edges, $5.50. 


The Great Works of Thomas Paine. 
Including The Age of Reason, Examination of 
Propheciea, Reply to Bishop of Llandaff, Let- 
ters to Mr. Erskine, Essay on Dreams, Letter 
to Camille Jordan, The, Religion of Deism 
Common Scnse, The Crisis, and the Rights of 
Man; the whole preceded by the Life of Paine, 
and a steel-plate portrait. 800 pages, 8vo. 
Cloth, $3; leather, $4; morocco, gilt edges, 
$4.50. 


Analysis of Religious Belief. An ex- 
amination of the Creeds, Rites, and Sacred 
writings of the World. By Viscount Amberley, 
son of the late Lord John Russell, twice Pre- 
mier of England. Complete from the London 
edition. 745 pages, 8vo. In cloth, $3. 


The foregoing volumes are called “The Truth 
Seeker Library.” If all are ordered together and 
sent by express, one dollar will be deducted from 
the price of each. 


Creed of Christendom. 


Its Foundation Contrasted with Its Superstructure, Bi 
By W. R. GREG. 
Complete in 1 Vol., 12mo, 899pp., $1.50. 
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D. M. BENNETT & WORKS. 


ADDBESS THE TRUTH SEEKER OFFICE. 


A Truth Seeker Around the World. Four 
large volumes. With steel-plate engraving of 
the author in Vol. I,and each volume illustrated 
with forty-seven cuts. Handsomely bound 3” 
red cloth, $6.50, 


The World’s Sages, Thinkers, and Re 
formers. 1,075 pages, 8vo. Cloth, 
$8.00; leather, $4.00; morocco, gilt edges, $4.50 


fhe Humphrey-Bennett Discussion. A 
debate on Christianity and Infidelity between 
. M. Bennett and Rev. G. H. Humphrey. Į 
book has had a very large saie, and is a splendid 
work for Freethinkers to loan to tian 
neighbors. 550 pages. Price, $1. 


Bennett-Teed Discussion. Between D. M. 
Bennett and Cyrus Romulus R. Teed. Jesus the 
Lord ooa Creator of Heaven and Eart. Paper, 

cents. ¢ 


What Objections to Christianity? A dis- 
cussion between D. M. Bennett and G. M. Mair, 
divided into the following theses: 1. Christian- 
ity is neither new nor original, being borrowed 
orcopied from much older systems of religion 
2% Miracles and supernatural achievements have 
been as fully and truly ascribed to other teach- 
ers and founders of religion as to Jesus. 3. The 
atory of Jesus and his mission in the world is 

storical; it is ga corroborated by. gontem- 
poraneous history. Bennett affirms; Mair de- 
nion. This is an exhaustive discussion. Price, 

Trial of D. M. Bennett in the United 
States Circuit Court upon the charge of depos- 
iting prohibited matter inthe mail. This gives 
af tory of this celebrated case, and shows 
what monstrous injustice was erpetrated upon 
Mr. Bennett. Price, cloth, 75 cts.; paper, 50 cts. 


An Open Letter to Jesns Christ. 6 ots. 


Deacon Skidmore’s Letters. First Dea- 
con of Zion Hill Baptist church, giving many 
church incidents and his evolution from Chris- 
tanit to Liberalism. Paper, 50 cents; cloth 

cents. 

The Book of Chronicles of the Pilgrims 
in the Land of Yahweh: also the Epistle 
of Bennett the Apostle to the Truthseekere 
Cloth, $1. 

The First Epistle of Bennett the Apostle 
to the Truth Seekers. 10 cents, 


An Hour with the Devil. i6cec.~ 

The Gods and Religions ef Ancient anà 
Modern Times. Two volumes. Written 
in pvison. In cloth, $8.00 per volume, or $5.06 
for the two volumes; in leather, $7.00; in mo. 
rocco, gilt edges. $8.00. 


From Behind the Bars. A series of letters 
written in prison. Over 700 pages. Price, $1.50. 


A Truth Seeker in Europe. A series of 
{otters written during a visit of ten wceks in 
uropa, Giving some account of the Inter- 
national Freethinkers’ Congress held at Brus- 
sels, to which Mr. Bennett was a delegate, fol- 
lowed bya description of what he saw in Tng- 
and, France, Flolland. and Italy. The letters 
from Rome alone are worth the price of the 
ok. With a steel-plate portrait of the author. 

850 pages. $1.50. 


The Semitic Gods and the Bible. Treat 
ing upon the Gods of the Semitic nations, in- 


ginding Allah ehovah, Satan, the Holy Ghost. 
esus Christ, the Virgin Mary, and the Bible. 


o the latter 230 pages are devoted, showing 
that book to be a very inferior production for 
& first-class God. „833 large pages. Paper covers 
@ cents; cloth, $i 

Judaism, Christianity, and Mohammedan- 
ism examined historically and critically. 


Itis thought to be the most damaging exhibit 
of iatianity that has appeared. 500 large 
pages. Price. $1.54. 


Books by Helen H. Gardener. 


{ 


i 


New Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 


Men, Women and Gods, 


Introduction by 


ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 


Price, cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 
The Trade Supplied at Special Discounts. 


IS THS YOUR SON, NY LORD? 


A Fascinating Story of Radical Truths on 
Religion and Social Matters. 
Price. cloth. $1; paper, 50 cents. 


PRAY YOU, SIR, WHOSE 
DAUGHTER? 


A NEW NOVEL. 
Price, cloth, $1. | Paper, 50 cents. ¥ 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, Œ 
_Lafsyette place, New York. 3 


Superstition in All Ages, Books by! 


BY JBAN MBSLIBR, 


A French 
Catholic 

Priest,who 
renounced E 
Christiane 
ityand Ex- 
posed the 
Falseness 
of that Re- 


unnta 


„prin 


of è The New God. Price, 10 cents, 
Pr este The Problem of the Universe, and Its 
boed. Pas Scientific Solution, with some Criticisms of 


Waifs and 
i- can Story. Price, cloth,. $1.00; paper, 50 
cents r eg cents. “A Brose epic of the war, rich with 


loth, $7. incident an 
a TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY. | Golden Throne, A Romance. “The au- 


RELIGION NOT HISTORY.| Pis sorte ie Ta nET Sh cae t 


y Liberal should read ‘ Golden Throne.” 


Examination of the Morals and History 
of the New Testament. rhyme between the Nineteenth Century 


By Pror. F. W. NEWMAN. Price 25 sents. 


POPES AND THEIR DOINGS. 


; ACCOUNT OF 
Vicars of Christ and Vicegerents of God. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


Adami and Heva, A poetic version of 
the Jndian story of the Garden of Eden in 
whi-.o its superiority to the mutilated copy— 
the Genesis le end—is shown. Price, 10 cents. 

Gottlieb: His Life. A Freethought Ro- 
mance., Price, 35 cents. ‘ 

My Religious Experience, Price, 25 centa, 
For all of the above address 

THE TRUTH SEEKER OQ., 
28 Lafayette place, New York. 


BOOKS , 


© SALADIN 


(W. STEWART ROSS), 
Editor of the 


LONDON AGNOSTIC JOURNAL. . 


GOD AND HIS BOOK: 


When he had read this book Colonel ea tak ee wrote tothe author: “ You have earned the 

thanks of all who really think.” Itisa work of vast research, of sound criticism, of caustic 

@ humor, of sledgehammer vehemence, of scathing satire, of pathos and eloquence. Tt is one of 

the heaviest iconoclastic broadsides ever fired at the Jewish God and the Bible. 
Cloth, gold letters, $1.25. 


WOMAN: HER GLORY, HER SHAME, AND HER GOD. 


The Rev. Archdeacon Farrar said that “ Christianity elevated the woman; it shrouded 
as with a halo ot sacred innocence the tender years of the child.” - The object of Saladin’s work 
is to show the archdeacon his error, and he has succeeded. An English wiiter said of it: 
“ This certainly is one of the most marvelous books ever issued from the press. The authori- 
ties cited are unquestionable, and the result is convincing.” 

In two volumes, cloth, gilt lettered, $2.50. i e 


DID JESUS RISE FROM THE DEAD? 


The evidence for the r:surrection is in this book carefully considered, and found want- 
ing. It ought to convince every Christian of the untruthfulness of this alleged miracle, for 
it is ¢ rtainly one of the best essays ever written on the subject. 

In paper, 25 cents. 


CHRISTIANITY AND THE SLAVE TRADE. 


A condensation of the known facta npon this subject, proving that Christianity did not 
abolish but aided this infamous trafficin human beings. To which are added such comments 
‘as only Saladin can make. In paper, 80 cents. ; i 


THE TRANSITION. Ad 


A consideration of the antagonism of the Bible and science, and of the question whether 
the veiled or allegorical portions of the Christian Bible can be interpreted by modern science. 
In paper, 20 cents. i : 


ROSES AND RUE. 


Being Random Notes and Sketches. Fome of its subjects are: A Last Interview with a 

Man of Genius; An Essay on Stirpiculture; Asceticism and Superstition; Capital Punishment; 

a Poverty; Godin the Constitution; Bruno; Gods; Witchcraft, etc. This may be called Sala- 

din’s own book, for itis poetry in prose, and is one of the books that lovers of strong literature 
like to read again and again. In cloth, gold- and silver-lettered, $1.50. 


LAYS OF ROMANCE. 


This book reminds one of Sir Walter Scott, being romantic. historic verse, aglow in every 
page with the energy of a true and high poetic genius. 
Cloth, gold-lettered, 75 cents. 


ISAURE and OTHER POEMS. 4 


The title poem is a story of intense passion, touchingly told. The other twenty poems 
` are fresh, fragrant, thoughtful, and every verse reveals the thinker, observer, and reformer. 
Every page glows with passion and throbs with life. 
Cloth, gold-lettered, 75 cents. 


A FEARFUL FLOGGING. 


By one who endured it. Based upon a manuscript in the possession of Saladin 
n paper, 10 cents. 


THE AGONIES OF HANGING. 


_ Studies in Psychology., By oné who was cut down from the gallows. Printed from mantu- 
script in the hands of Saladin. In paper, 10 cents. 


WHIRLWIND SOWN and REAPED. 


., A short story of clerical crime and villainy founded on fact. Of this book the Open Court 
said: “This novel will command the same. or more, interest than Helen Gardener's story, ‘Is 
This Your Son, My Lord?” In paper, 25 cents. z 


THE CONFESSIONAL. e 


Being an exposure of that infamous religious rite. Contents: Licentiousness of the Pre- 
Reformation Church; Lechery of the Confessional; The Priest in Absolution; Confessions of 
the Escaped Nun; Extracts from Dens and Liguori; Bxainination of the Church’s Claim to 
have Fostered Learning; Her Atte pts at Continency even more Ruinous than Her Self- 
Indulgence; The Relative Criminal Statistics of Catholicism and Protestantism. j 
paper, 25 cents. 6 


For all of these works eddress THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York. | 


S. P. Putnam. | Prof, Wm, Denton’s Books, 


Be Thyself. 100. 

Christianity No Finality. Spiritualism 
Superior. 10c. 

Common-Sense Thoughts on the Bible. 
10c. 


Deluge in the Light of Modern Science. 
100. 


Garrison in Heaven. A Dream. 10c. 
&eologist and Radical. By J. H. Powell. 
25c. 


Reology. Past and Future of our Planet. 


fod Proposed for Our National Constitu- 
tion. 10c. 

(rreconcilable Records. Genesis and 
Geology. Paper, 25c.; cloth, 40c. 

's Darwin Right? Origin of Man. $1. 

‘s Spiritualism True? 10c. 

Yfan’s True Saviors. 10c. 

jrthoCoxy False, Since Spiritualism is 
True. 10c. 

*ocasset Tragedy. Legitimate Fruit of 
Christianity. 10c. 

tadical Discourses on Religious Subjects. 
1.25. 

zadical Rhymes. With Author’s Por- 
trait. $1.25. - 

ermon from Shakspere’s Text. 10c. - 
‘oul of Things. Psychometric Re- 


searches, etc. 8vols. (Vol. I by Wm. and Eliz. 
M. F. Denton.) Per vol., $1.50. . 


“hat Is Right? 10c. 
Yhat Was He? Jesus in 19th Century 
Light. Paper, $1; cloth, $1.25. : 
¥ho are Christians? 10c. 
AA Avana THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


B. F. UNDERWOOD’S Wow... 


FOR SALE AT THE TRUTH SEEKER OFFICE. 


Essays and Lectures. Embracing Influ 
ence of Christianity on Civilization; Chris 
tianity and Materialism; What Liberalism offer 
in Place of Christianity; Scientific Materinlisin 
Woman; Spiritualism from a Materiglisti 
Standpoint; Paine the Political and Reliziou 
Reformer; Materialism and Crime; Will thi 
Coming Man Worship God? Crimes and Cruel 
ties of Christianity; the Authority of the Bile 
Freethought Judged by. Its Fruits; Onr iia 
of God 300 pp., paper, 60 cents. poet 

influence of Christianity upon Civiliza 
lion. 25 cents. 

Christianity and Materialism. 15 cents. 

What Liberalism Offers in tlace « 
Christianity. 10 cents. 


Scientific Materialism; Its Meantag and 
Tendency. 10 cents. : 


‘Spiritualism from a Materialistic Stande 


point. 10 cents. 

Paine the Political and Religious Re« 
former. 10 cents. 

Woman: Her Past and Present: Het 
Rights and Wrongs. 10 cents. 

Materialism and Crime. 10 cents. 


Will the’ Coming Man Worship God! 
10 cents. 


Iwelve Tracts. Scientific and Theologe 


cal. 20 cents. 


Dr. E B. Foie Works, 


Plain Home Talk and Medical Common 
Sense. In one handsome 12mo volume 
of nearly 1,000 pages, fully illustrated. Cloth, 
$3.25—in English or German. A new cheap 
edition at only $1.50. 

Science in Story; or, Sammy Tubbs, the 
Boy Doctor, and Sponsie the Troublesome 
Monkey. 5 volumes in one, cloth, $2.00, postage 
Prepaid; 5 volumes, separate, flexible cloth, 50 
cents RE volume; Red Line edition, suitable 
for holiday presents, $1.00 per volume. 

Sexual Physiology for the Young. 250 
Pages, illustrated and cloth-bound. (The fifth 
Volume of “Science in Story.”) 50 cents. 

Dr. Foote’s Health Monthly. Devoted to 
Hygiene, Sexual and Social Science, and allied 
Subjects; ninth year. Subscription, with pre- 
mium, 50 cents per year. Specimen copies free 
on application. — 

Mother’s Manual. Comprising ‘‘ Advice 
to a Wife on the Management of Her Own 
Health, especially During Pregnancy, Labor, 
and Suckling,” and * Advice to a Mother on the 
Management of Her Children in Infancy and 
Childhood;” 2 books in 1 volume, 528 pages, $1. 

Hand-Book of Health Hints and Ready 
Recipes. A valuable reference pamphlet 
of 128 pages. 25 cents. 


© Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Spiritualism Sustained, 4 


FIVE LECTURES. 
By John R, Kelsa, A; Mio 
"iamo, oloth.i81.99 


yar 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, JANUARY 7 18938. 


15 


a 


Gems of Ghought. vot ts AUGMINDUES S BOOKS. 


GEMS OF FREETHOUGHT. 


The Myth of the Great Deluge. B 
James M. McCann. 15 cents. Ten copies, $1. It 
ig the most complete and overwhelming refuta- 
tion of the Bible Story of the Deluge that Lhave 
ever read.—B. F. Underwood. To read iv is to 
pe astonished at the possibilities of religious 
credulity.—T. B. Wakeman. Mr. McCann’s dy- 
namite Domb has blown the fallacy to atoms.— 
A. B. Bradford: It ought to meet with avery 
large sale.—C. P. Farrell. 


The Evolution of the Devil. By Henr 
Frank, the independent Preacher of New Yor 
city. The most learned, accurate, scientific, 
ana philosophical analysis of his satanic maj- 
esty ever published. The book contains 66 
pages, i8 beautifully bound, with likeness of 
author on title-page. Price, 25 cents; five 
copies for $1. . 

Ingersoll’s Address before the New York 
Unitarian Club. The first time in the 
history of the world that a Christian associa- 
tion ever invited a noted Infidel to lecture 
before them. The lectureis a grand one, and 
was received by the club with continuous ap- 
plause from beginning to end. The. pam- 

hlet contains 12 pages, beautifully printed. 
Price, 6 cents; ten Copies, 50 cents. 

Memorial Oration by Colonel Ingersoll 
on Roscoe Conkling. Delivered before 
the New York legislature May 9,1888. Price, 4 
cents. 

Dwight L. Moody. An interview by Susan 

- H. K rixon. Price, 5 cents. Ten copies for_(30 
cents. 

God in. the Constitution. By Robert G. 
Ingersoll. One of the best papers Colonel In- 
gersoll ever wrote. In paper cover with likeness 
of author. Price, 10 cents. Twelve copies for $1. 


What Would Follow the Effacement of 
Christianity 2 By George Jacob Holy- 
oake. This is a. most valuable contribution to 


t literáture. Bound in paper with 
Freethought of author. Price, 10cents. Twelve 


copies for $1. 
Life and Career of Charles Bradlaugh. 


By George Jacob Holyoake. With good likeness 
of Mr. Bradlaugh. Price, 15 cents. Ten copies 


for $1. 
What Constitutes a Freethinker. By H. 


Green, editor of the Freethinker’s Magazine. 
p good missionary document. Price, 15 cents 


per dozen. 


Ingersoll’s Great Address on Thomas 
Paine, at the late Paine celebration in 
New York city. Price, 6 cents; ten copies for 
50 cents. 

Standing U 
itor of the 
him. Price, 
50 cents. 


for Jesus; or what the ed- 


weethinkers’ Magazine thinks of 
4 cents; twenty-five copies for 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
ae Lafayette place, New York, 


Self-Contradictions of the Bible. 
Moral, Tie Msp and Speculative 
Prico, = | o - s 


15 cents 


AN OUTLINE OF THE 


FRENCH REVOLUTION, 


Its. Causes and Results. 
By W. S. BELL. Paper, 12mo, 25 cts. 


e e en 4? 
Paine Viiicicatea 
Reply to New York server. 

By R. G. INGERSOLL. 
With “A. ROMAN CATHOLIO CANARD." 
Price, 15 cents. 


Holy Bible Abridged. 


The passages unfit fur family reading. 
Paper, 30 cents; cloth. 60 cents. 


CHEAP EDITION. 


Travels in Faith. 


By CAPT. ROBERT O. ADAMS. 


i the story of his mental journey from 
Boing the orthodoxy to Rationalism. 


Price, paper, 25 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


The Agnostic Annual 


—FOR— 


3918938 sw 
Edited by CHARLES A. WATTS. 


CONTENTS; 

Moral Sanction, Leslie Stephen; Reverent 
aghe Moral Sams Waters; Tho Mother Nature: 
Gerald Massey; Dogmatism in Theol- 
ogy, Alfred Momerie; Sermons on the Mount, 
Samuel Laing; The City of the Dead, W. Stewart 
Ross (Saladin); On the Duty of Honesty in Our 
Convictions, Œ. E. Plumptre; Scientific Religion, 
R. Bithell; The Blight of Superstition, Charles 
Watts; Anthropology and Orthodoxy, Edward 
Clodd: The Disappearance of the Nether World. 
F. J. Gould; Religious Ideas: Their Origin and 
Development, Frederick Millar; Signals with 
Mars: X Poem, G. H. Martin; Materialism and 
Idealism Harmonized, Lucian Armstrong. 


Price, 25 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


Aun excess is incompatible with health 
and with happiness.—Kpicurus. 


Tr is the duty of every man to destroy 
the superstitions of his time.— Ingersoll. 


Tue eye which can appreciate the naked 
and absolute beauty of a scientific truth is 
far more rare than that which is attracted 
by a moral one. Few detect the morality 
in the former, or the science in the latter. 
— Thoreau. 


Tue Middle Ages were more religious 
than ours in proportion to their greater 
ignorance and barbarism; and at present 
the same difference exists, for example, be- 
tween Spain and Germany, or in Germany 
between Tyrol and Saxony. Religion and 
civilization accordingly occupy not an 


equal but an inverted position in regard |. 


to each other, so that with the progress of 
the latter the former retreats, — Strauss. 


We are fooled with martyrdoms that 
make us break out into laughter. The 
Tituses, the Trajans, the Marcus Aureli- 
uses, are painted as monsters of cruelty. 
Fleuri, abbé of Loc Dieu, has disgraced 
ecclesiastical history by tales which a sensi- 
ble old woman would not tell to little 
children. . . . A hundred tales of this 
sort are found in the martyrologies. * The 
narrators hay hoped to render the ancient 
Romans odious, and they hav rendered 
themselvs ridiculous. Do you want good 
well-authenticated barbarities—good and 
well-attested massacres, rivers of blood 
which hav actually flowed — fathers, 
mothers, husbands, wives, infants at the 
breast, who hav in reality had their 
throats cut, and been heaped on one an- 
other? Persecuting monsters! Seek 
these truths only in your own annals: you 
will find them in the crusades against the 
Albigenses, in the massacres of Merindol 
and Cabriére, in the frightful day of St. 
Bartholomew, in the massacres of Ireland, 
in the valleys of the Paysde Vaud. It 
becomes you well, barbarians as you are, 
to impute extravagant oruelties to the 
best of emperors; on who hay deluged 
Europe with blood, and covered it with 
corpses, in order to prove that the same 
body can be in a thousand places at once, 
and that the pope can sell indulgences! 
Cease to calumniate the Romans, your law- 
givers, and ask pardon of God for the 
abominations of your forefathers! . . . 
What name shall we giv to your execu- 
tioners? Phalaris and the Busiris were the 
gentlest of men in comparison with you. 
Does not your inquisition, which still re- 
mains, make reason, nature, and religion 
boil with indignation?— Voltaire. 


To say that every vegetable and animal 
species is the special result of a distinct 
divine fiat is to put a veto upon all scien- 
tific inquiry in the region of biology. But 
to-day such a veto comes too late. The 
world has learned too much under the 
guidance of the doctrin of evolution, too 
many regions of knowledge hav been fer- 
tilized by it, too many individual minds 
hay found in it a never-failing spring 
of instruction and intellectual stimula- 
tion, for any overthrow, or even any obscu- 
ration, of the idea to be possible. What, 
we ask, havits opponents to teach? They 
are compelled to recognize the gen- 
eral principle of evolution in history, 
geology, and many other fields of research, 
and so far as they do, their intelligence 
has free. scope. But what do they teach 
instead of it inthe field of biology? Ab- 
solutely nothing. They simply draw a 
line and say, ‘‘ Here begin wonder, mir- 
acle, mystery, all that is arbitrary and 
thought-confounding.” To the opponent 
of evolution the resemblances, analogies, 
and homologies that run through ani- 
mated nature are simply so many false 
lights, ignes fatui, suggesting community 
of origin where community of origin there 
is none. Rudimentary organs signify 
nothing, neither do the facts of embry- 
ology. All that can be said is that God 
made things as they are, rudimentar 
organs and all, just as suited himself. If 
different Species and genera show resem- 
blances, it is simply because the same 
ideas kept running through the Divine 
Mind. Such is the sum and substance of 
anti-evolutionist teaching. Thatit is anti- 
scientific, and that it tends to nothing less 
than paralysis of the intellectual powers, 
is evident at a glance. Fortunately it is 
confined nowadays to synods and confer- 
ences, and even there is not received 
with entire favor. At the recent Cicu- 
menical gathering of Methodists at Wash- 
ington an earnest divine from the South- 
ern states found some of his brethren, 
particularly those from England, badiy 
infected with evolutionary ideas. 
similar discovery might be made in almost 
any similar assembly to-day. Evolution- 
ists may therefore proceed very content- 
edly with their studies. They are in the 
right path, because they believe in the 
universality of natural causation.—Pro- 
fessor Youmans, ~ 


A 


false Claims. Revised and 
As a Missionary Document it is unexcelled. 
Among the subjects considered by Mr. Rems- 
burg are: The Church and Morality; Crimi- 
nal Statistics, showing the creeds of the 
risoners in the. penitentiaries; the Church and 
ivilization; the Churcli and Science; _th« 
Church and Learning; the Church and Lib. 
erty; the Church and the Antislavery Reform; 
the Woman’s Rights Movement; the Temper- 
ance Reform; the Church and the Republic 
Price, 10 cents singly; 75 cents per dozen. 


Bible Morals. Twenty Crimes and Vices 
Sanctioned by Scripture; Falseliood and De- 
ception; Cheating; Theft and Robbery; 
Adultery and Prostitution;. Murder; Wars_o 
Conquest and Extermination; Despotism; In- 
tolerance and Persecution; Injustice to 
Woman; Unkindness to Children; Crue'ty to 
Animals; uman Sacrifices; Cannibaiism; 
Witchcraft; Slavery; Polygamy; Intemperance; 
Poverty and Vagrancy; Ignorance and Idiocy; 
Obscenity. Price, single copes, 25 cents; 6 
ponies, $1. Special discount on ‘large quanti- 
ies. : , 


Sabbath-Breaking. This is the best and 
most thorough work vyer written on the Sab- 
bath from a rational point of view. Large and 
handsome print. Price, 25 cents; six coptes, $1. 


Image Breaker. Six Lectures: Decline 
of Faith; Protestant Intolerance; Washington 
an Uubeliever; Jefferson on Unbeliever; Puine 
enu Wesley; Christian Sabbath. Each 5 cents; 
pound, paper, 25 cents; per doz., 40 cents. 


({homas Paine. Tells the Story of the 
Author-Hero's life, delineates the leading traits 
of his character and genius, and vindicutes his 
name from the aspersions cast upon it. Trib- 
utes to Paino’s character are given from mora 
than one hundred noted persons of Europe and 
America, many of them written expressly fo 
this work. Second edition, 160 pages, printe 
on fine tinted paper, neatly bouid, and con- 
taining a handsome stee! portrait of Paine 
CLOLU, Wu uutude . . 
The Apostle of Liberty. An address de. 
aivaren in Paine Hall, before the N. E. Freee 
thinkers’ Convention, January 20, 1884. Price 


th annta 


J. D. Shaw's Books. 


The Bible: What Is It? A pamphlet con- 


taining eight chapters in refutation of the 


assumption that the Bible is a divine book of 
ure thougbt, and correct in all its utterances. 
rice, 25 cents. 


Studies In Theology, A clear exposition 
biblical story of man’s “creation, d 

ee bi theologically denominated “ the fall. 
Price, 10 cents. ; 337, 

The Bible Against Itself, Containing 
one hundred and fifty plain self-contradictions 
of the Bible, involving questions of theology, 
morals, and history. Price, 10 cents. 


The Human Nature of Jesus. A refuta- 

tion of the assumption that he was a divine 

erson, and that he was the fulfillment of Old 
estament prophecies. Price, 10 cents. 


Liberalism. Treating the subject from a 
negative and affirmative standpoint, showing 
what it is not and what itis. Price,5 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


[MAGIC LANT 


lustrating 
every subject for 


9 all AA Views 
B EXHIBITIONS, etc. 
OF A profitable bustnees for a man with @ small capital. Also 
Lanterns for Home Amusements. 238 page Catalogue free. 


MCALLISTER, ‘fc. Optician, 49 Nassau St., N.Y. 


Do YouR Own 
PRINTING. .- 


Card Press $3. Size for cir- 


makes money printing for 

neighbors. Put rinted in- 
structions. Send stamp for 
catalogue . of presses, type, 
‘WEN E cards, étc., to the factory. 
ELSEY & C0., Meriden, Connecticut, 


THE TOCSIN 


is the title of a little Reform paper hailing 
rom Omaha, Neb., that bursts Into the har- 
bor of politics and religion like the mighty 


little Monitor cut the waves through H. t 
ads and ran astern the clumsy Merima At m 


ADVOCATES 


the reign of Right and Justice, and in- 
dorsed by a score of the leading "thinkers and 
writers of America; it tunes its tone and meas- 
ures Truth according to the natural law of 


EQUAL RIGHTS. 


Send for a sample copy of the little Yanke 
Cheesebox. It has 12 pages the size of the ordi- 
nary magazine, and is issued weekly at $1 per year 
in advance. It is absolutely impartial, thon h 
necessarily opposed to the popular isms of the 


day which contravene Equality. 
OBTAINED. 
SE 


NTS Terms Easy. 


Thirty-five years’ experience, Examinations and Re- 
ports free. Promptattention. Send Drawing and de 
seription to L. BAGGER & Co., Atty’s, Washington, Dv’ 


THE BESTY 


THE 


“Otto Wettstein” WATCH, 


Perfected, new model, 16 jewels, full adjusted 
to heat, cold, and position, beautiful double sunk 
dial, and all modern improvements; guaranteed 
a perfect timer. Price, in silverine dust-proof 
cases, $17; 8-ounce coin silver, $22; 4-ounce, $28 
In best filled gold case, open-face, dust-proof, $2€; 
hinged case, $28 to $30; hunting, $81 to $35; 14 
carat, solid gold, $45 to $150. Nickel works, #2 


more. 

R lar Grade American Watches.— 
Silverine case, 7 jewels, $6; 11 jewels, $7.50; 15 
jewels, $9; ditto, adjusted, $11; ditto, 17 jewels, 
$15. In finer cases, add as above, 

Ladies’ American Gold Watches.—Ali 
latest styles, in plush cases; best filled, 7 jewels. 
$14; 11 jewels, $15.50; 15 jewels, $20; 14 carat solid 

old, $10 more. Heavier, more elaborate, and 

amond-set cases, from $5 to $100 more. 
_ All watches sent with written guarantee, kept 
in order 1 year, and after that time cleaned for $1 
and returned free. 

Sundrics.—Lower grade nickel watches, $5, 
$4, and $3. Best spectacles, $1; best razor, $2; 
best triple-plated teaspoons, $1.80; table spoons. 
$3.60, knives, $1.75; forks, $1.75; all for $6. Bolid 
silver spoons, $1.50 per ounce; solid silver souv- 
enir spoons, $1, $1.25, $1.50, $2 to $3. 

Whe Colonel Tugeraol -—Tea, $2.50 ;orange, 
$2.75; sugar, $3; fit owls, 50 cents more. Extra 

eavy teas, $3, Etched : d 
“ The Time to be Happy ts Now,” 

50 cents extra. 

The forch of Reason Badge, solid gold 
enameled, ing colors, grall pins, ee fr, and 

50. Wi iamonds, $5, $8. Large, $5, $6, $7.50 

10, $15, 820, $80. ek 

iamonds, 20 per cent. below market price. 
Send for price lists, cards in colors and gold of 
badge, tracts, etc., freo. All goods prepaid (ex- 
cept knives and forks) and cash refunded at op- 
tion. Watch cleaned $1, and returned free. 


OTTO WETTSTEIN, Rochelle, IN. 


WATBR OP LIPB 
Is Doing Wonders in Curing the Sick. 


Write for pamphlet to J. R. PERRY, 
No. 34 South Main street, Wilkesbarrs, Pa. 


“WHY” 


I specially want 500 orders for books within the 
next three months. 


Friends will please send stamp for circulars and 
WHY. 


ELMINA DRAKE SLENKER, 
Snowville, Va. 


au Sat gyptettest (ie 


STOMACH, LIVER 
ano BOWELS, taxe 


RIPARS TABULES, 


i 


HE NOTED SPECIALIST, 
For Men Only, 


Is a physician of a wide and extensive practice, 
and his remedies are of the best. The Doctor 
treats all those peculiar diseases of young and 
middle-aged men, as the result of youthful errors 
and excesses, causing Early Decay, Loss of Man- 


hood, Wasting Discharges, Varicocele, Mental 
and -Physi Debility, Idiocy, Insanity, and 
ea 


To those afflicted and who are desirous of being 
cured a booklet of some 83 pages „be sent to 
their address for ten cents, sealed in a plain 
envelope, giving Causes and Symptoms of the 
Complaint and a, description of the Doctor’s im- 

ortant medical discovery—an Outward Applica- 
fon a positive cure—the only remedy of the 
kind in existence—with evidences of success. 

dress, DR. R. P. FELLOWS, 
ineland, N. J. 


And say you ‘saw this advertisement in THE 
TRUTH SkEEEB. : : ` 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, JANUARY 7s 1898 ` 


i 
\ 
pi 


yw 


I | 


Ih 


Z 
hss 
W iA 


ij 
l 
irl 


I 
If 
mji 


| 
N 


JERRY’S JOSS IS AN EARLY RISER. 


Since the day that your fathers came forth out of the land of Egypt unto this day I hav even sent unto 
you all my servants the prophets, daily rising up early and sending them.—Jere. vii, 25. 


IRON-CLAD AND MANNA SERIES. 


IRON-CLAD SERIES. 


1 Atonement. Charles Bradlangh........ rere) 
2 Secular Responsibility. G.J. Holyoake..... 10 
4 Influence of Christianity on Civilization. 5 


8 Religion of Inhumanity. _F. Hs 
9 Relation of Witchcraft to Religion. ` Li 
10 Epidemic Delusions. Marvin s 
11 P. ilosophy of Spiritualism, Marvin 

12 Tyndall’s Belfast Inaugural, and Portrait... 
18 Essay on Miracles. David Hume............ 
14 Land Question. Charles Bradlaugh......... 
15 Were Eve Our First Parents ? 


Die al enler f; 
uperstition ispiayed, Wl 
Mii y piayead, 


am Pitt. Austin Holyoake........... 5 

21 Defense of Secular Principles. C. Watts.... 5 

22 Is the Bible Reliable? Charles Watis........ 5 

23 The Christian Deity. Charles Watts........ 5 

24 Moral Value of the Bible. Charles Watts... 5 

25 Freethought and Mod. Progress. Watts.... 5 
26 Christianity: Its Nature and Influence on 
‘ivilization. Charles Watts............... 


5 
28 Thoughts on Atheism. Austin Holyoake.... 5 
niverse? 


29 Is there a Moral Governor of the 


40 Lord’s Prayer. Charles Bradlau 
89 Poverty: Its Cause and Cure. 
42 Science and Bible Antagonistic. 
43 Christian Scheme of Relemption. C. Watts 5 
44 Logic of Death: or, gy Should the Atheist 
ear to Die? By G. J. Holyoake.......... 10 
47 Poverty: Its Effects on the Political Condi- 
tion of the People. Charles Bradlaugh... 5 
MANNA SERIES. 
1 Original Manna for “‘God’s Chosen.”........ 5 
A New Life of David. Chas. Bradlaugh........ 5 
.. 20 
5 


was Excommunicated. Barnard. 
5 200 Questions Without 


6 Dialogue between a Christian Missionary 
and a Chinese Mandarin........... RES 10 
7 Queries Submitted tọ the Bench of Bishops 
by a Weak but Zealous Christian.......... 10 
8 Search After Heaven and Hell. A. Holy- 5 
oake.........+- osesoegocseogeoceseecegeooceceo 5 
9 New Life of Jonah. Chas. Bradlaugh 5 
10 A Few Words about the Devil............ . 5 
11 New Life of Jacob............s:ssneeeeseeeeeee 5 
12 Daniel, the Dreamer. Austin Holyoake..... 10 
18 Bpecimen of the Bible: Esther. Holyoake.. 10 
14 Acts of the Apostles: A Farce. A. H. +. 10 


16 Ludicrous Aspects of Christianity. A. 
16 Twelve Apostles. Charles Bradlaugh... 
17 Who Was Jesus Christ? C. Bradlaugh 
18 What Did Jesus Teach? C. Bradlangh...... 
19 New Life of Abraham. Chas. Bradlaugh.... 
20 New Life of Moses. Charles Bradlaugh..... 
21 ASecular Prayer. Holyoake. Per doz...... 10 
On orders for Iron Clad and Manna we will send 
1.10 worth for $1; $2.50 worth for $2; $5 worth 
‘or $8, and $10 worth for $5. 


anon 


«With Daughter's Babe Upon 
His Knees.” 


Photograph of Colonel Ingersoll, with | his 

randchild in his lap, a delicate little souvenir of 
America's greatest orator and Freedom’s greatest 
champion at home, may be had at this o 
fifty cents. 


ce for 


SING, BROTHERS, SING. 
USE THE 


LIBERAL HYMN-BOOK 


In your meetings, to make them lively and inter- 
esi A IBERAL HYMN-Boog contains songe 
by the best poets, adapted to well-known tunes. 
It ie highly recommended by Messrs. Wakeman, 


Parton, Wright, Green, Underwood, Mrs. Slenker. 
and, indeed, by all who hav examined it. Price 
cents. Address TRUTER SEEKER Cc.. 


THIRD EDITION. 


BIBLE MYTHS: 


AND THEIR PARALLELS IN OTHER RELIGIONS: 


BEING A ` 


Comparison of the Old and New Testament Myths and Miracles with those 
of Heathen Nations of Antiquity, 


ÇONSIDERING ALSO THEIR ORIGIN AND MEANING. 


WITH NUMEROUS ILLUSTRATIONS. 


[Heathen Illustration of the Temptation.) 

The Bundehesh (a sacred book of the Persians,).states that 
Ahuramazda after creating the first man and woman, Mashya 
and Mashyana, bade them “to be humble of heart; to observe 
the law; to be pure in their thoughts, pure in their speech, 
pure in the’r actions.’ But an evil demon came to them in 
the form of a Serpenz, sent by Ahriman, the prince of devils, 
and gave them fruit of a wonderful tree, which imparted 
immortality. Evil inclinations then entered their hearts, 
and all their moral excellence was destroyed. Conse- 
quently they fell, and forfeited the eternal happiness for 
which they were destined. They killed beasts, and clothed 
themselves in their skins. 

Bisce Myrtus shows this to be the origin of the Hebrew 
Story. 

1 Vol. 8vo., cloth, about 600 Pages. Price, $2.50. 


Sent post-paid by the TRUTH SEEKER. 


NATHANIEL - VAUGHAN: 


Priest and Man. 
Aá NOVEL. 


By FREDERIKA MACDONALD, 
Author of the “Iliad of the East,” etc., etc. 


An independent and respectable study of char 
acter in the law of circumstance such as eyer 
George Eliot might not have been ashamed to 
own as her first novel. . . . A more vigorous 
resentment of the mischievous nature of modern 
Christianity, in its most honest and consisten’ 
form, need not be desired.—_[ Westminster Review 


1 Vol. extra cloth, beveled, 12mo, 400 pp., $1.00. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 


By EDGAR O. BEALL. 


Unanswerable. 


Boards, « 7 - & 


. 


Brain and the Bible. 


Conflict Between Mental Science and Theology. 


Preface oy R. G. INGERSOLL. 
Price, $1. 


LITTLE LESSONS FOR 


LITTLE FOLKS. 


By MRS, E. D. SLENEER, 


40 cents, 


THE TRUTH SEEKER LIBRARY. 


Issued Monthly. 
‘Subscription ‘price, $3 per annum. 


No. BOOKS ISSUED. _ _ Price. 
1. The Truth Seeker Annual and Freethink- 
ors’ Almanac, 2891.......0..02 ce esese neces 
2. Men, Women, and Gods. Helen H. Gar- 
ONOM sie ksshasives niite ianei nesses 
3. Age of Reason. Thomas Paine.. 
25 
5. 20 
6. 10 
7. 40 
8. 25 
9. 25 
10 25 
11 25 
12. 
50 
13. 25 
14. 40 
15. 10 
16. 
GONE. ... ee eeeeee cence ac ec ese ceere e.s... 10 
17. Bible Morals. John E. Remsburg....... 25 
18. Awful Disclosures of Maria Monk...... 50 
19. Pocket Theologv. Voltaire........ e... 28 
20. Pushed by Unseen Hands. H. H. Gar- 
‘dener.......... Et peer eeneeeeceseees . .. 50 
21. History of Religion. E. E. Evan o's 


. 2 
OTHER NUMBERS IN PREPARATION. — 


g Joarly subscribers will receive all, the books 
issued during the year. Single copies of each 
book sent upon receipt of price. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


INGERSOLL'S WORKS, 


ONI 7 AUTHORIZED EDITIONS. 


‘rincipal Works: Gods and Other Lect 
ures; Ghosts and Other Lectures; Some Mis- 
takes of Moses; Interviews on Talmage; What 
‘Lust We Do to Be Saved? Blasphemy; Crimes 
Ata Criminals. 1141 pages. one vol., half 


‘rose Poems and Selections. From hia 

` Writings and Sayings. Silk cloth, $250; half 
calf, $4.50; half mor., $5; turkey mor., $7.50; 
‘ree calf, $9. 


-ods and Other Lectures. Comprising The 
Gods, Humboldt, Thomas Paine, Individuality, 
Heretics and Heresies. Paper, 50c.; cloth, $1. 


‘hosts and Other Lectures. [Including 
Liberty of Man, Woman, and Child; The Decla- 
cation of Independence; About ‘Farming in 
Ulinois;, Speech Nominating James G. Blaine 
for Presidency in 1876; The Grant Banquet; A 
Tribute to Rev. Alex. Clarke; The Past Rises 
Before Me Like a Dream; and A Tribute to 
Ebon C. Ingersoll. Paper, 59c.; cloth $1. 


ome Mistakes of Moses. Contents: Some 
Mistakes of Moses; Free Schools; The Poli- 
ticians; Man and ‘Woman; The Pentateuch; 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, He 
Made the Stars Also, Friday, Saturday, Let Us 
Make Man, Sunday, The Necessity for a Good 
Memory, The Garden, The Fall, Dampness, 
Bacchus and Babel, Faith in Filth, the Hebrews, 
The Plagues, The Flight, Confess and Avoid, 
Inspired Slavery, Marriage, War, Religious Lib- 
erty; Conclusion. Paper, 50c.; cloth, $1. 


interviews on Talmage. Being Six Inter- - 
views with the Famous Oratory on Six Sermone 

>by the Rev. T. Dewitt Talmage, of Brooklyn, ta 
which is added A Talmagian Catechism. Paper. 
50c.; plain cloth, $1.25; do. gilt tops extra, $1.50. 


tlasphemy. Argument by R. Q. Ingersoll 
in the Trl of C. B. Reynolds, at Mortiste wh, 
N. J. Paper, 25c.; cloth; 50c. 

Nhat Must We Do to Be Saved? Analyzes 
the so-called gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke, 
and John, and devotes a chapter. each to the 
Catholics, Episcopalians, Methodists, Presby- 
terians, Evangelical Alliance, and answers the 
question. of the Christians as to what he pro- 
poses instead of Christianity, the religion of 
sword and flame. Paper, 25c. 

A Reply to 


homas Paine’s Vindication. 
the New York Observers , Attack upon the 
Author-hero of the Revolution, by R. G. Inger- 
soll: together with A Roman Catholic Canard, 
by W. H. Burr. Paper, 150. 

Limitations of Toleration, ga Eien 
bet Col. R, G. Ingersoll, Hon. Frederic R. 
Coudert, and Ex-Governar Stewart L. Wood- 
ford. Paper, 10c. 


yrthodoxy. A Lecture. Paper, 10c. 


“vil Rights Speech. With Speech of 
Hon. Frederick Douglass. Paper, 10c. 


pening Speech to the Jnry: In the suit 
of the $. & M. Tel. Co. va. W. U. Tel. Co.. 1886. 
Paper, 10 cents. 


BIBLE MORALS. 


Twenty Crimes and Vices 
Sanctioned by Scripture. 
By J. E. Bemssura. Price, 2 cents. 


i} 


A Journal of Freethought and Reform. 
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A HOPELESS CASE-WHY THE CHRISTIAN CAN'T GET ON A HIGHER PLANE. 


ne 


is Controversy Dangerous? 


COSMIAN HYMN-BOOK. |The 


A COLLECTION OF 


Clergyman’s Victims. 


A LIBERAL SIORY. By W. F. JAMIESON. 


This little book 


ORIGINAL AND SELECTED HYMNS | _® “zs. = 12: Bart. Price, 25 cente. rock of human liberty. 
: FOR ] Pie ee 
Liberal and Bthical Societies, San Cabriel Valley, Southern fal, Address 


Choice Lands for sale by E. J. BALDWIN in 
the famous SANIA A ITA md adiacent 
Ranchos. Tracts one acre to ten thousand. pr- 
fect for Orange, Lemon, English Walnut, Olive, 


for Schools and 
the Home. 


—Wi i i i i ARY OF 
With Music Written to All the Songs.— and all deciduous fruit, General Farming, Stock, A SUMM. 
iry. + Land, Water, Climate, 
Comemp By L. K. WASHBURN. and Dairy, Combines Bent id. For particulars | ARGUMENTS AGAINST CHRISTIANITY. 


address H. A. UNRUH, Arcadia, Los Angelos | 


county, California. Price, cloth, 50 cents. 


Price, $1.50. For sale at THIS OFFICE. 


oes down to the very bed- 


25 cents. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


nS ee ee 
THE CASE AGAINST THE CHURCH, 


Col, R, G. Ingersoll’s 


ARGUMENT 


Reynolds Blasphemy Trial, 
At Morristown, N. J. 


This is the greatest argument ever i 

of this kind, and will be a model for Se eer 

long as the Christians use force to repress free 

speech. Its legal acumen is unsurpassed, its elo- 

quence never equaled. Wherever Christian per- 

pecunon. ig gops on this argument should be 

ely circu read to the isti 

pounded on every occasion. Tintlang, and ex; 

In paper, 25 cents; in cloth. 50 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEE: 
f 28 Lafayette place, New Tok 


oao e 


CHRIST = = = 
CRUCIFIED? 


By AUSTIN BIERBOWER. 

A judicial consideration of the question and the 
decision against the scriptures and the Christian 
tradition. Price, 10 cents. Address 

THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Force and Matter; 
) 


3) pe 


OR, i 
Principles of the Natural Order of the Uni- 
verse, with a System of Morality 
Based Thereon. 

By Prorzsson LUDWIG BUCHNER, M.D. 
uuNTENTS : 


Fozoe and Matter, The Fitness of Things in 
Immortality of Matter, | Nature (Teleology), 
Immortality of Fores, an, $ 
infinity of Matter, Brain and Mind, 
alue of Matter, Thought, 
Motion, Consciousness, 
Form, |... Seat of the Soul, 
Immutability of Natural Innate Ideas 
WE, The Idea of God, 
Universality of Natural Personal Continuance, 
WS, Vital Force, 
The Heavens, __ ‘The Soul of Brutes 
Periods of the Creation Tree Will, 
of the Earth, , Morality, 
Original Generation, Concluding Observe. 
Secular Generation, tions. 


Price, $1.50. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 


INFIDEL . 
DEATH- PE es, 
BEDS. } x» 


Porc Sameer ee Bs 
o-—— 


Being true accounts of the passing away of the 
following, persons, thus refuting the many Ohris- 
tian slanders upon them and others: 

Lord Amberley, John Baskerville, Pierre Bayle, 
Jeremy Bentham, Paul Bert, Lord Bolingbroke, 
Francois Broussais, Giordano, Bruno, Henry 
Thomas Buckle, Lord Byron, Richard Carlisle , 
William Kingdon Clifford, Anacharsis Clootz, An- 
thony Collins, Auguste Comte, Condorcet, Rober t 
Cooper, D’Alembert, Danton, Charles Darwin, 
Erasmus_ Darwin, Delambre, Denis Diderot, 
Etienne Dolet, George Eliot, Frederick the Great, 
Gambetta. Garibal Isaac Gendre, Gibbon, 
Godwin, Goethe, Grote, Helvetius, Henry Heth- 
erington, Hobbes, Austin Holyoake, Victor Hugo, 
Hume, Littre, Harriet Martineau, Joan Meslier. 
James Mill, John Stuart Mill, Mirabesu, Robert 
Owen, Thomas Paine, Courtlandt Palmer, Rabe- 
lais, Winwood Reade, Madame Roland, George 
Sand, Schiller, Shelley, Spinoza, Strauss, Jo! 
Toland, Vanini, Volney, Voltaire, James Watson, 
John Watts, Thomas Woolston. 

Price, 25 cents. Address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


A Now Number of The Truth Seeker Library. 


PULPIT, PEW, 
and CRADLE. 


By Helen H. Gardener. 


One of Her Brightest, Wittiest, and 
Strongest Lectures Against 
the Bible. 


Every Woman Should Read It 
and 
Know Her Enemies and Her Friends. 
Price, 10 conte. Address this office. - 
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A NEW BIBLE PICTURE-BOOK. 
Old ‘Testament Stories 


Comiically Ulustrated. 


The Order of Creation 


CONFLICT BETWEEN GENES AND GROLSEY. 


A CONTROVERSY BETWEEN THE 


Hon. W. E. GLADSTONE, Tror, Max MULLER 
Pror, T. H. HUXLEY, M. BREVILLE, 
E. LYNN LINTON. 


12mo, 178 pp.; paper, 50 cts.; cloth, 75 ets. 


RDLIGION OF HUMANITY 


BETTER THAN 


Exposure ‘Exposure ETERNAL PUNISHMENT. 
By M. BABCOCK. 
Price, - - - - - 10 cents. 
by by 
l -Answers to Christian Questions 
Ridicule. Facts. , l 
And Arguments. 
; By D. M. Punnxrt, Paper, 146 pp., 25 otv 
The Stories Humorously Told—And Hard Facts Full~Page { OGIC O F D EAT H, 


Given Concerning the Origin and Authenticity of the 


Old Testament—A Page of Text to Each Picture. 


CONTENTS: 


Sustaining a Theory, Jacob and Esau, 
Some Giants, 

The Adventures and Work of Noah, 
A Hunting Anecdote, 

Abraham, Christ's Great Ancestor, 
A Queer Family, 

Isaac and His *' Sister,” 

One of Twins, 


Holy Moses, 
Balaam the Diviner, 
Bloody Joshua, 


General Gideon, 


Boards, iluminated covers, $1; cloth, gilt side stamp, $1.50. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CoO. | 


Joseph the Man of Dreams, 


The Campaign of Deborah and Barak 
Against Jabin and Sisera, 


—OR,— 
Why Should the Atheist Fear to Die? 
By J. Q. HOLYOAKE. Price, 5 cents 


PHILOSOPHY OF SPIRITUALISM 


AND TREATMENT oF MEDIOMANIA. 
By R. F. Marvin, M.D. Cloth, 50 cents. 


AMBERLEY’S LIFE OF JESUS, 
HIS CHARACTER anD DOCTRINES. 
From the “Analysis of Religious Belief.* 
By VISCOUNT AMBERLEY. 


Math - e = > - 50 canta 


400 Pages. 200 


vophthah and His Human Sacrifice, 
ampon the Strong, 

ree and Boaz, 
Unstable as Water, God Shall Not Excel, 
David, God's Favorite, 

. Some Stories from the Book of Kings, 
Adventures of the Prophets, 
Jonah the Truthful Sailor. 


Pictures. 


Spread : 
Freethought. 


sar Fill out the accompanying Subscription 
Blank and forward to The Truth Seeker; 28 
Lafayette place, New York. 


We mail this issue of Tue Trura Seexer to many Lib- 
erals who are not now subscribers with the hope that they 
will forward their subscriptions. 

As a special inducement we will send the paper to new 


Trial Subscribers 


Three Months for 50 Cents. 


We feel who reads THE 


Trourn Sersexer for 


confident that. everyone 
three months will renew his subscription. 

We respectfully urge our present subscribers to bear 
this offer in mind when sending their renewals, and make an 


effort to send us 
A Club of Trial Subscriptions. 


For clubbing terms for renewals use the Blank 
adjoining this at the rates given. 

We hope that all readers to whose notice the paper now 
comes for the first time will send us a six or twelve months 
subscription, but if they do not feel like subscribing for either 
‘term we shall be thank ul if they will fill the blank out for 


a Trial subscription of three months. Address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
#28 Lafayette Pl, New York. 


©ERMS AND SUBSGRIPTION BLANK 


— OF— 


x The Truth SeeRer. ie 


Ue cpa: Checks and Money Order, to be made payable to 
F E. M. MADONA, 


Ce TERMS sD 


SAMPLE COPIES FREE. 
Three months, (trial subscribers,) in advance, $0.75 One subscription with two new subscribers, in 


Six . “ = > > 1.50 one remittance, - =- =- = =- ~- $700 

Single subscription, one year, - 3.00 One subscription with three new subscribers, in 

One subscription two years, “ “ - 5.00 one remittance, =- 5 = = č s ž >» 8.50 

Two new subscribers, £ ee oe 5.00 One subscription with four new subscribers, in 

One subscription with one new subscriber, in one one remittance, =- = = œ >= = 10.00 
remittance, - © = = = œ = O00 


Any number over five at the same rate, invariably with one remittance, 


It is thus seen that any of our friends who will take the trouble to get a new subscriber at the regular rate ($3) 
will get his own for $2; by getting two new subscribers he will get his paper for $1; by getting three new subscribers 
he will not only get his own free, but will have fifty cents beside; by getting four new suhscribers he will have his own 
free and gain $2 If anyone chooses, or if by so doing he cau easier secure partners in taking the paper, he can share 
with them the advantages of the club rates. 

This makes THE TRUTH SEEKER, with its sixteen large pages, cheaper than any other Liberal paper, 


; EEE EEAO LO 
The Truth Seeker Oo., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 
Please send The Truth Seeker to the following address... Jot umun year 


Inclosed find $_...in payment of the same. 


? 


NAMES. POST OFFICE; [Box St. & No., iF any.] & STATE. 


| 
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THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


FOUNDED BY D. M. BENNETT., 


E. M. MAODONALD, Editor and Manager. 
. 28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, NEW YORK. 


SATURDAY, - Mm E 


- JANUARY 14, 1893. 


SUBSCRIPTION RATES, 


Single subscription, in 4dYanCe.......essssesososesteseneseoree $3 00 
One subscription two years, in advance......cecesereseceeecees 
Two new SUDSCTIDETS........ 0. ce cec cece cece cece ee cet teneeseene es 5 00 
One subscription with one new subscriber, in oneremittance. 5 00 
One ccna with two new subscribers, in one remit- 

ATIGG 5b o sini gin's E sinioib else's eas'vtwres goes Oboes sesso ve. sieieeis oe 


FANCOS 2, i cise diesiocccsto9 cbs csievve cease cb reseecseebeeeceeesees 8 50 
PADOS s crceccccecccccccsccccscsecee seccctceteesetesereeeees 10 

Any number over five atthe same rate, invariably with one 
remittance. 


ADVERTISING RATES. 


Per line, nonpareil,- - $ .10{ One-half col - - $6.00 
Per inch, -= = >œ 1.00 | Three-fourths column, - 9.00 
One-quarter column, ~ 8.50! One column, - -= 11.00 


Money should be sent by express company’s money order, 
postal order, drajt on New York, or by registered letter. 
Address communications and make drafts, checks, post-office 
and express money orders payable to E. M. MACDONALD, 

28 Lafayette place, New York. 


SPECIAL NOTICE. —We shall be obliged to our 
readers if they will send us the name and address of 
any Freethinker who is not a regular subscriber. 


Problems for Freethinkers. 

A press of matter this week compels us to defer 
till our next issue our further reply to Mr. B. R. 
- Anderson on Design and Theism. This matter of 
Theism, we will take this opportunity to say, we 
believe to be of considerable significance. Fora 
very large portion of the people, we estimate, who 
hav detected the falseness of Christianity, never- 
theless still entertain a belief that there is a God, 
though not the Christian one. And as people be- 
lieving thus incline to sympathize with worshipers 
of the Christian and such gods, thinking that as 
there is a God it is perhaps better that he be 
adored under varying and mistaken forms 
than under none at all, the outcome is harmful. 
A main reason of the indifference of Infidels, so 
often complained of, is this fact trat a large part of 
them are Theists. Atheists are much better help- 
ers in the fight against ecclesiastical tyranny than 
are Theists. If our readers will ask of each of 
their Liberal friends in turn if he believes in a 
God, and if so just what piece of evidence it is that 
leads him so to believe, and write to us the result 
of the canvass, it will, we think, be interesting. To 
be sure, unless the letters are short we fear that 
some will get shut out of our crowded columns, 
which are unable to contain all the good matter 
waiting even now. 

Further, we may remark that our readers will 
find much entertainment and improvement in fol- 
lowing out for themselvs the lines of thought 
opened up by this Theistic problem. Such ques 
tions as (a) Is there a God? (b) Why was one 
supposed? (c) If there be, just what is the evi- 
dence? (@) Is he most evidenced by our. intu- 
itions? (e) Or by our moral principles? (jf) Or 
by our intellectual faculties? (g) Or by the physical 
‘universe? (h) Or by design in vegetable or ani- 
mal nature? (i) If there be not a God, what is the 
evidence? (j) Is Atheism or Agnosticism the more 
reasonable ?—such questions as these, we say, asked 
by everyone of himself, and pushed to an answer, 
will elicit interesting and useful reflections. These, 
again, lead to other problems—which, by the way, 
Christians often demand that Freethinkers solve— 
such as (&) What is life? (?) Where does it begin? 
(m) What is consciousness, OF mind? (n) Where 


does it begin? (o) What is morality? (p) Where 
does it begin? (q) How can it be fostered? and a 
thousand others. Freethinkers need not stop short 
at denial of Christianity and arraignment of priest 
craft and preachercraft. This denial and arraign- 
ment are necessary, most necessary. But the neg- 
ativ and fault-finding character of these activities 
may often pleasantly be alternated with work on 
lines more directly constructiv and more genial. 
While the pious are bedeviling their unfortunate 
brains over their barren and profitless nonsensi- 
calities, Freethinkers may be enjoying and upbuild 
ing themselvs in trains of thinking pleasant and 
far-reaching. We hope to get, during the 
year, erough remission from such of our editorial 
labors as are more specially directed against his- 
torical Christianity and ecclesiastical abuses, to 
indite some columns on these subjects. Evolution, 
a principle which runs through all of them, and 
which is of particular fertility and charm, we surely 
must not fail to touch. Engaged in such researches, 
our readers will find—as it has been phrased— 
divine Philosophy not harsh and crabbed, as dull 
fools suppose, but musical as is Apollo’s lute. 


Freethought Converting Clergymen. 
Two weeks ago we narrated the progress for sev- 


eral days of the trial of Rev. Dr. Briggs for heresy. 


On succeeding days the process of beyelping and 
benibbling this gentleman for not being a dunce or 
a hypocrit continued. Dr. Birch, assisted by Dr. 
Lampe, headed the horde of theologs who were so 
determined on keeping the oath which they had 
taken at their ordination not intellectually to ad- 
vance. Birch’s physiognomical appearance is what 
one would expect—that of a narrow-souled old 
bigot. Dr. Briggs’s aspect is one of. pleasantness 
and courage, not without a certain degree of in- 
telligence. 

On some days the preachers got to quarreling 
amovg themselvs, avd displayed much bitterness. 
Once one told another in so many words that he 
was no gentleman. We do not stick to say that 
most of the preachers present were no gentlemen. 
It is essential to the character of a gentleman tbat 
he be a truth-teller. Over half of the clergy at the 
trial, we estimate, must be aware that what they 
preach weekly is lies. 

In summing up his defense to the two charges o: 
denial that Moses was the author of the Penta- 
teuch, and that Isaiah was the author of a certain 
half of the book that bears his name, Dr. Briggs 
said: 

‘The Westminster Confession of Faith nowhere states 
that Moses wrote the Pentateuch or that Isaiah wrote the 
whole of the book that bears his name. Therefore there 
can be no lawful case against me in the Presbyterian 
church. The testimony of holy scripture in the passages 
adduced does not show that Moses wrote the Pentateuch 
and that Isaiah wrote the book that bears his name. 
Therefore my statements are not in conflict with holy 
scripture and there is no valid case against me on the 
ground of holy scripture. Holy scripture makes it evi- 
dent that Moses did not write the Pentateuch and that 
Isaiah did not write half of the book that bears his name. 
Therefore my statements are true and the prosecution 
are in conflict with holy scripture.” 

Much more as pointed was said by the abandoned 
heretic, who finally declared that his opponents 
dwell ina cave of dogmatic faith and are as blind 
as bats to the world of reality, the truths of history. 

Rev. Jos. Lampe, D. D., made a lengthful de- 
fense of his preposterous scriptures. One of his 
observations was: 

‘© biblical scholarship which is not in subjection to 
faith has always led to doubt, negation, and weakness.” 


Quite so. Then cried Lampe indignantly ; 


people is that they are believers. 


‘It has been stated that Dr. Briggs knows more about 
the Bible than all his co-presbyters taken together.” 

If Dr. Briggs does not know more, he at all 
events tells more. He has not the ignorance of 
some, or the mendacity of others. He is not a fool 


like some or a liar like others. 


Prosecutor Lampe next insisted : 


‘But the Presbyterian church places faith above 
mere scholarship. It recognizes the truth that the one 
supreme and distinguishing characteristic of Christian 
They are an army of 
believers, called of God to fight the good fight, in which, 
not learning, but faith itself give them strength and 
courage, since by it they lay hold of the arm of the Lord 
and make real the help of heaven for the conflict on 
earth. The power of the church is measured by its faith 
in the truth and promis of God. And so it has ever been 
the supreme duty of the church to guard against that 
falling away which comes through a desire for new 
things.” 

Of course it is true, as the reverend here says, 
that “the Presbyterian church places faith above 
mere scholarship.” It indeed places faith above 
scholarship, and above fact, logic, and all that has 
any relation to common sense. 

It is with smile-wreathed faces that observers 
will assent that “the distinguishing characteristic 
of Christian people is that they are believers.” 
“Believers” is indeed the apt term for Christian 
people. Never, never would Christians hav been 
designated by us as examiners, investigators, dis- 
cerners, or judgers. 

“Not learning,” continues the pulpiteer, “but 
faith itself, givs them strength.” If all that is 
needed to please this divine is an abstinence on our 
part from accusing Christians of strengthening their 
cause by learning, we assure him that he shall be 
pleased. 

By this faith, we are further informed, Christians 
“lay hold of the arm of the Lord.” If they will stop 
at this and not go on to lay hold of the arm of the 
state, we shall make no plaint. We flatter ourselvs 
that we could very creditably contend against the 
arm of the Lord; it is the governmental arm which 
these dissemblers hav always insisted on using as 
backing, that has overcome and despoiled us. 

Rev. Mr. Lampe rounds his paragraph with an 
admonition to the church to guard against “a de- 
sire for new things.” It would never hav occurred 
to us that that institution needed such a caution. 
That body has, to be sure, introduced in the line 
of machines of torture some innovations and im- 
provements. Some such instruments as the rack, 
the thumbscrew, the iron boot, the pincers for 
tongue-tearing, etc., hav been either elaborated, 
or wholly invented, by the Christian church, with 
no little radical ingenuity ; but apart from this ad- 
vancement in a branch of mechanics of only sub- 
ordinate usefulners we find no evidence of guilt of 
the horrible sin of progress. 

Next blusters this parson militant : 

‘«Qbjéctions are raised only against the methods of 
what is known as the higher criticism, the most dis- 
tinguishing feature of which is its audacity. Intoxicated 
with its own immensity, it has brought itself under de- 
served suspicion. It brands a distinguished company of 
Christian scholars, who hav done yeoman service in the 
maintenance and defense of God’s truth, as mere tra- 
ditionalists, who, in ignorance and prejudice, hay de- 
spoiled the people of their Bible by erecting impass- 
able barriers about it, »nd presents itself as the one great 
oracle of truth and certainty.” 

Certainly if the traditionalists had «despoiled 
the people of their Bible by erecting impass- 
able barriers about it,” we should place ourselvs 
plump in favor of them. But this phrase, like a 
verse of scripture, “means something else.” - Those 
poky animals known as traditionalists hav not 


really taken the Bible from the people bodily and ` 
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holus-bolus. They hav only misexplicated all its 
parts after their own happy way. Sometimes doing 
good, as by cloaking the lasciviousness of Solomon’s 


Song under the pretense that the book is all 


about Christ’s love for the church, they hav, as Dr. 


Briggs intimates, done more harm, by feigning that 
the books had known and dependable authors, and 
by this means preventing the whole volume from 
But we must not 
pause to enlarge upon the doings of these tradition- 
alists, but proceed to the enjoyment of the next 


sinking to its true human level. 


gem of thought dealt out by our amusing Lampe: 


“Nothing, this higher criticism claims, hss been settled 
by the great thinkers of the church during more than 


eighteen centuries.” 


This charge of Dr. Briggs, or of the higher 
criticism, is undeniably warranted. Christian com- 
mentators, as Thomas Paine remarks in his epi- 


grammatic way which produces such comic effects, 


“hav disputed and wrangled, and anathematized 
each other, about the supposable meaning of par- 
ticular parts and passages; one has said and in- 
sisted that such a passage meant such a thing; an- 
other, that it meant directly the contrary; and a 


third, that it meant neither one nor the other, but 
something different from both; and this they call 
understanding the Bible.” 

Pretty soon this dullish old parson got upon the 
article of indictment which charges Dr. Briggs 
with teaching the doctrin of sanctification after 
death. This teaching is to the effect that after the 
death of the body the soul enters a state in which 
it gradually develops and improves. On viewing 
over the mental and moral make-up of this prose- 

- cutor, we are moved to express—not, to be sure, a 
belief, but—at least a hope that this is so. 

Next we light upon something shocking. 
childhood’s ideal is shattered: 

“Dr. Briggs illustrates his idea of sanctification in the 
next world by a reference to Abraham, In this life, he 
affirms, the old patriarch lived on so low a stage of moral 
advancement that, did he liv now, we could not receive 
him in our families, and might be obliged to send him to 
prison lest he should defile the community by his ex- 
ample. But he states that ‘when he went into the abode 
of the dead he held his preéminence among the departed. 
He made up for his defects in this life by advancing in 
the school of sanctification there open to him,’” 

In reply to this Dr. Lampe warily forbears can- 
vassing Abraham, contenting himself with wanting 
to know “where Dr. Briggs gathered all this in- 
formation” about progressiv sanctification. Then 
he tackles a new point: 

“ But, says Dr. Briggs: ‘It is unpsychological and un- 
ethical to suppose that the character of the disembodied 
spirit will all be changed in the moment of death,’ And 
this is probably the real ground of his objection to the 
received doctrin. The fact has already been referred to 
in this case that Dr. Briggs, unconsciously to himself it 
may be, is under the influence of a philosophical principle 
of naturalism, It runs in a greater or less degree through 
all his writings, and here he yields to it so thoroughly 
that anything contrary to it must not even be supposed 
to be true. According to this psychological and ethical 
principle the transformation of a saint of God in thedying 
hour to perfect holiness must be held to be a magical 
illusion. But the divine grace often works great trans- 
formations very suddenly béi are notat all Magical nor 
illusory.” 

Lampe thinks it deplorable that Dr. Briggs 
should be, “unconsciously to himself,” “under the 
influence of a philosophical principle of naturalism.” 
Abhorred of the church has ever been naturalism, 
like everything else commendable and beneficent. 
But just as true as that this clergyman and many 
of his brothers are under its influence, with which 
we Freethinkers are tirelessly imbuing all the 
branches of thought—just so true is it that in the 
end this hated Naturalism, and naught but it, 
shall triumph and reign, and its enemy, Supernat- 
uralism, be cast into outer darkness forever. 

Then, too, our prosecutor is disquieted by the 
apprehension— 

‘There is also so thin a wall or partition between 
this doctrin of progressiv sanctification in the middle 
state and the Roman Catholic doctrin of purgatory, that 
the former will very readily slide into the latter. It will 
also open the door to far wider divergencies from the 
faith.” 

The doctor forgets the exceptional utility of 


the doctrin of purgatory for bringing in money— 


A 


for which end, indeed, some say it was specially 
got up. 

“Dr. Briggs presents a doctrin of the holy scriptures 
which completely undermines its infallible authority as 
the only rule of faith and conduct. With an extensiv 
field of circumstantials pervaded by errors of which no 
one knows the number, and in which it is impossible-to 
draw the dividing line between what is essential and non- 
essential, and with a text that is merely human, in which 
the exact residuum of divine truth cannot be determined, 
we hay a Bible on which no one can rest with certainty 
or build with joyous confidence.” 

Yes, it is to be feared that if the Briggsian doc- 
trins prevail we can no more “build with joyous 
confidence ” on those beautiful beliefs such as that 
most of our brothers and sisters and sons and 
daughters will enter at the broad gate to fire-girt 
writhings everlasting. 

However— 

‘“‘ The Presbyterian church feels in conscience bound 
to continue her unbroken testimony for a truthful Bible. 

It is plain that Presbyterians desire to keep their 
old faith in this respect in its purity. They do not want 
to foster these new doctrins of Dr. Briggs. Jeal- 
ous regard for the old faith is a good thing, and is es- 
pecially to be commended when the minimizing of great 
truths is so much in fashion. The tendency of our age 
to believe as little as possible is sapping the strength of 
faith and depriving the Christian life of its vigor.” 

When the vote came to be taken Dr. Briggs was 
acquitted on each of the six counts. The votes 
varied on the several charges. On the third count, 
which was 

“Teaching that errors may hay existed in the original 
text of the holy scripture as it came from its authors, 
which is contrary to the essential doctrin taught in the 
holy scriptures and in the standards of the said church, 
that the holy scripture is the word of God, written, 
immediately inspired, and the rule of faith and practice,” 
the votes were 68 to 61. 

The fourth charge was that the Soad had 
taught that the Pentateuch was not written by 
Moses, but consists of two parallel narrativs by 
different men, these subjected to changes by 
ancient Jewish editors. On this the vote was 72 to 


53. 

On the sixth charge, which was 

‘* Teaching that sanctification is not complete at death, 
which is contrary to the essential doctrin of the holy 
scripture, and of the standards of the said church, that the 
souls of believers are at their death at once made perfect 
in holiness,” 
the vote stood 69 to 57. 

Neither the parties engaged nor any of the public 
hav been able to make out whether the vote was on 
the question whether these doctrins are true, or on 
the question whether the accused had uttered them. 
Dr. Briggs, for his part, avowed the utterance, and 
continued it throughout the trial No one knows 
just what the voters hav done, not even themselvs. 
The plainest thing about the matter is that a good 
many clergymen admired Dr. Briggs personally 
and voted as they thought would help him. 

The trials of the case hav but begun. It must 
now go through heaven knows how many synods 
and general assemblies. 

When St. Elliot P. Shepherd heard the verdict he 
lugubriously inserted in his pious Mail and Express 
the following solemn reproach : 

‘ When the ministerial judges confront their congre- 
gations to-morrow morning many of them may find that 
their people think that they hay pronounced, as agreeable 
to the Bible and laws of their church, the assertions that 
the Bible is fallible, that reason can make a man a rep- 
resentatiy Christian as well as the scriptures, and that 
when our Lord taught a certain doctrin of the Old Testa- 
ment he taught what was not true, and when he quoted 
writings as being by Moses he did not know what he was 
doing, but merely adopted mistaken popular opinion.” 

= 


While the Hast has been edified by the acquittal 
of Professor Briggs—an acquittal which practically 
nullifies the creed of Presbyterianism—the Middle 
states hav been grieved by the conviction for heresy 
of Professor Smith—a conviction which has worked 
something like a boomerang, for the executiv com- 
mittee of the board of trustees of Lane Theological 
Seminary hav given Professor Smith notice that he 


‘will be expected to retain his chair in the seminary 


in spite of the action of the presbytery, and Pro- 
fessor Roberts, who was activ in the prosecution of 
the “ heretic,” has been informed that his resignation 
at the end of the year would be acceptable. Truly 
these be queer times among the brethren. 


Acknowledgment. 

Not being able physically to write, nor financially 
to hire others to write, letters of grateful acknowl- 
edgment to the friends who are helping us out of 
our most unpleasant situation by increasing the 
number of readers of Tue Trura SEEKER, we hav 
this week printed a large number of their letters. 
It will be noticed that these epistles are short, but 
they are just as the friends wrote them—barring 
personal allusions. Short as they are, they are 
mighty pointed and tell a tale as well as any poet 
could tell it, sweetest of singersthough he be. This 
added number of readers means that Freethought | 
is going to be known in scores of places hitherto 
dead in their superstition, and we believe that the 
good effects will be apparent. And we hope to put 
Tue Troury Szexer permanently into a great many 
other hands, and shall be able to do it with the as- 
sistance of our good friends. A great number of 
names hav been sent us and to all of them we shall 
send copies of the paper. We hope some of them 
will subscribe, but feel morally sure that some 
stagnant thoughts will be set circulating. 

We hav also to thank our old and true friend 
Alexander Cochran for a gift cf $6.50—balance of 
a ten-dollar check. Also Mr. H. L. Wright, who 
sent a dollar to help along. Also Captain Silas 
Latham, of the Nutmeg state, who is of the salt of 
the earth as well as a salt of the sea. Every 
time the Gertrude Summers gets in from the 
South with a few thousand bluefish stowed away 
in the hold Captain Latham comes up and tells 
us where he caught them, and before she unmoorshe | 
drops in to get some books to read when his anchor 
is down, the Summers head on to a big sea, and 
the spray flying over her so that “on deck” is 
like being under a shower-bath. The captain 
never goes outdoors when it rains, he says. He 
sailed from this port last week, making his usual 
call here for good luck—and he is the luckiest, or 
the keenest, fisherman of the fleet—and when he 
went away he left a “little something to keep Taz 
Truru Seexer afloat,” as he put it—twenty-five 
good dollars and two years’ subscription. May the 
bluefish swarm merrily around every hook from 
the Summers—may ice be cheap and the bluefish 
heavy, and never a sheet or halliard part on any 
schooner he owns. May the winds blow from the 
north when he wants to go south, and hard from 
the south when his bowsprit points this way. May 
topsail breezes and schools of fish attend him ever! 


And W. K. Blodgett sent seventy cents more than’ 
the books he ordered came to, and Jacob Josephs 
made it a dollar. Mr. N. C. Creede, vice-president 
of the Amethyst Mining Co, writes: 

‘ DEAR BROTHER In THE FaiTH: Hay just finished 
reading ‘Old Testament Stories Comically Illustrated,’ 
sent me by you recently, and outside of the Amethyst 
mine think it the richest thing I hay struck for many 
years ; will send it to Brother Talmage. And now I want 
another, to wit: ‘The Freethinker’s Pictorial Textbook,’ 
bound in silk cloth, ink and gold side stamps, price $2.50. 
Inclosed find ten dollars—$2.50 will buy the book. Keep 
the remainder, $7.50, for your own use; it is not much, 
but will help to buy the babies (in case you hav any) a 
bowl of bread and milk. Yours out of Christ.” 

Fearless Samos Parsons, eighty-nine years of 
age, mourning the recent long separation from his 
helpmate, and listening to the rustle of the wing 
which love hears, sends us ten dollars as our share 
of the two hundred dollars he has distributed among 
the activ workers for the cause he loves. He also 
uses the opportunity to read us a little lecture for 
our various shortcomings—which his years and 
good works amply entitle him to do—although he 
is wrong, as a matter of course. 

To all of these, and to all of those who hav 
written us ordering books and renewing subscrip- — 
tions, we return our thanks and a New Year's wish 
for their continued prosperity and good health. 

i — 
Some Handsome Premiums. 


To induce new subscriptions and prompt renew- 
als on the part of our friends we make the follow- 
ing handsome premium offers: 

For $4.50 we will send Tue Trurn SEEKER one 
year ($3) and a cloth-bound copy of “Bible Myths” 
($2.50). 
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For $4.50 we will send Tuz Truru Srzxer one | O’Gilvie has not lost her infatuation, and refuses 
to leave with her husband. 


year ($3) and “The Freethinker’s Pictorial Text- 
Book” in cloth ($2.50). 

For $4 we will send Tue TRUTH SEEKER one year 
($3) and “ The Freethinker’s Pictorial Text-Book” 
in boards ($2). 

For $4 we will send Taz Trurn SEEKER one year 
($3) and a copy of “ Old Testament Stories Comic- 
ally Illustrated ” in cloth covers ($1.50). 

For $3.50 we will send Taz Trursx SEEKER one 
year ($3) and “Old Testament Stories Comically 
Dlustrated” in board covers ($1). 

This is a splendid opportunity to obtain books 
which every Liberal desires to hav at an exceed- 
ingly low price. Old and new subscribers can avail 
themeelvs of it, and we shall be glad if our present 
readers will call the attention of their friends to 
the values offered. i 


The Disruptiv Infiuence of Religion. 

Among the manifold evil effects of religion, one 
is its tendency to hostilize nation against nation, 
and one part of a nation against another part. 
During past ages religion continually bred war of 
one nation on another and of one section of a 
nation on the rest. No agency has been more po- 
tent in raising those national differences and 
prejudices which yet keep the Old-World nations in 
their costly and brutalizing war posture. 

We will here giv some instances of religious 
antipathies struggling to disrupt nations at the 
present day, and failing to do so only because of 
the strenuous counteraction of government. 

Germany yields one example. The struggle 
there between Catholics and Protestants is bitter, 
and the news comes: 

“The religious antagonisms reawakened in Prussia 
will be found to hav stimulated the growth of particular- 
ist, and perhaps even secessionist, sentiment in the South 
German states.” 


From India we receive this communication, by 


way of Col. F. Hilder, formerly of the British army 
there: 

“ Tt is an open secret, one which the nativs themselvsare 
by no means slow to admit, that the moment the strong 
hand of England was removed the old feud between the 
Mohammedans and Hindoos would break out in terrible 
force.” 

In Ireland Catholics and Protestants hav been 
fighting from time out of mind. The Prot- 
estants of Ulster province, being in the minority, 
are piteously pleading that Home Rule be not 
granted. They know that an Irish parliament at 
Dublin would make short work of them. The Cath- 
olics assume the same indignation when accused by 
the Ulsterites of tyrannical intentions that they do 
when charged by us with past crimes and present 
eagerness to commit more. They declare them- 
selys pitiably aggrieved and outrageously insulted 
by the assertion that their gaining control would 
plunge Ireland in “disorder, violence, and blood- 
shed.” 


Samuel P. Putnam will deliver the Paine anni- 
versary oration on the 29th for the Liberal League 
of Philadelphia. Itis probable that the battle with 
Congress for the opening or closing on Sunday of 
the World’s Fair will be over by that time, and Mr. 
Putnam will again be in the lecture field. In the 
mean time he will accept calls to lecture in places 
within a short ride from Washington. Address 
him at 1,325 G street N.W., Washington, D. C. 

—— 


There seems to be more trouble in store for 
Christ Schweinfurth, ex-Methodist preacher, and 
present duper of religious idiots. Mr. James 
O’Gilvie, who has spent a year at the “ Heaven,” is 
on the warpath, having fallen from grace, and now 
threatens to expose Schweinfurth. O’Gilvie came 
from Canada with his wife two years ago and took 
up his abode at the famous Schweinfurth heaven. 
When he joined the colony he turned over all his 
possessions, about $4,000, to Schweinfurth, and he 
has now placed the case in the hands of an attorney 
for collection. Life at “Heaven” was not as full 
of delight for the old man as he had hoped, and he 
promises, whether Schweinfurth settles or not, that 
he will turn the eyes of the public to the way in 

which things are done at this famous place. . Mrs, 


complete as reported. The church desires the im- 
pression to prevail that Mr. McGlynn has taken it 
all back, and the priest would hav people believe 
that he has taken back nothing, but that “the 
church ” has been with him all the time, and that it 
was only the men then in power he was opposing. 
The restoration, consequently, is limping along till 
the pride of one or the other of the parties suffers 
a collapse. 
to get Dr. McGlynn back is a weakening on the 
part of the church. 
had a following, and they were gradually drifting 


dependence which people will acquire in this country 


in spite of theological fetters. 
weak enough to want them to return to the fold, 


| from? 


The “restoration” of Dr. McGlynn may not be so 


But however it turns out, the attempt 
The excommunicated priest 
away from Rome, helped along by the spirit of in- 
The church was 
and evidently has made concessions. It is a good 


sign that the people are gaining strength and the 
church is losing it. 


Sidney H. Morse writes in the Conservator : 
“Ingersoll has had great audiences here in Chicago 
for his lectures on ‘Voltaire’ and ‘Miracles and 
Myths.’ It can’t be all eloquence or curiosity that 
draws the multitude. It may be said of him also 
‘The people hear him gladly.’ They see his points 
and applaud without reservation. The query is, 
Who are all these people, and where do they come 
One does not see many faces from the 
Unitarian churches there—more, perhaps, from the 
Ethical Society. But, all told—empty all the 
Liberal churches and Ethical people in Chicago into 
McVicker’s Theater, and they would no more than 
fill the gallery. The great body of Ingersollians 
are from the outside somewhere. And a very in- 
telligent, well-clad crowd it is. The same was true 
at Duluth a year ago—a large theater crowded from 
floor to ceiling—sitting or standing there over two 
hours to hear him discourse on ‘Shakspere,’ and 
taking great care to applaud all his religiously 
heretical talk. It means somewhat. The Unitarians 
generally speak of Ingersoll as lacking in culture, 
not up in all the later biblical criticisms. All of 
which may or may not be true without much affect- 
ing the common sense of the man. The time will 
probably come when all this fine ‘criticism’ will 
carry little weight anywhere. People will liv from 
the facts, experiences, insights of to-day—knowing 
quite as well as the ancients what each moment or 
emergency calls for or demands. All those old ‘in- 
spirations’ were born of a genius that yet clings to 
human nature, and provides men and women more 
snd more with a ready, opportune wit and wisdom, 
so that they speak and act from themselvs, rather 
than from hearsay or tradition. It is a part of the 
democratic urge that is so conspicuously liberating 
the nations and endowing individuals with reason 
and vim. Mangasarian’s ‘Luther and Ingersoll,’ 
the other Sunday, was a poor interpretation of the 
latter, describing Ingersoll’s work as wholly negativ 
—a denial, and not an affirmation, of truths or 
virtues. The speaker did not heed his own saying 
that ‘one must first comprehend another’s thought 
before he can criticise it.” 

Notes About Books and Other Things. 


Dentist Caleb Weeks has reduced the price of his books. 
“ Human Life” is now one dollar; ‘‘Selections from the 
Poets, with Responses,” one dollar; and ‘‘Songs of the 
Morning,” seventy-five cents. The doctor’s friends will 
appreciate his sacrifice. 


We shall soon hav ready a new edition of ‘‘ Liberty in 
Literature,” Colonel Ingersoll’s address at the Testi- 
monial of Walt Whitman, delivered in Philadelphia, 
October 21, 1891, to which we hav added the oration at 
the funeral of Whitman, in Camden, in March, 1892. 
This is the first time this latter oration has been put in 
permanent form, and adds value to the other, completing 
Colonel Ingersoll’s tender estimate of the people’s poet. 


Mr. B. O. Fenton, the indefatigable reader, of Bun- 
dysburg, Ohio, writes of Keeler’s “Short History of the 
Bible:” ‘‘This is certainly one of the greatest produc- 
tions of the age. Short but unanswerable are the ar- 
guments that it contains, highly indorsed by ‘Bob.’ 
Every Freethinker ought to hav ten copies and lend 
nine and thoroughly study the other one. He clearly 


proves the growth of the Bible, and backs his arguments 
up by the highest authority.” i 


We hav purchased the plates of W. S. Bell’s ‘‘Hand- 


book of Freethought,” as well as the remainder of his 
stock, and they are now on the way across the continent. 
We shall be glad to get orders for the book again, hav- 
ing been out of them for some time, and when those are 
gone we shall print a new edition. It is too valuable a 
book to lie on publishers’ shelves. The price is $1.25, 


We are glad to see that Mr. Eckler is pleased, testi- 


mony to which effect is found in the subjoined letter: 


‘t New York, Jan. 5, 1893. 
t To THe Eprror or THe TRUTH SEEKER, Dear Sir: I 


am pleased to learn that Mr. Geo. E. Macdonald, ‘a dis- 
tant brother of the Editor,’ and my old friend, is again to 
become a contributor to Tae TRUTH SEEKER. i 
writings were always popular and interesting; and the 
sooner he commences to write, and the oftener he sends 
his communications, the better for the Freethought cause 
and for the enjoyment of your readers. 


His 


** Yours truly, P. Hoxuzr.” 


A book that we think Liberals will find of great value 


and usefulness is one just published out West. It is 
written by James B. Alexander, and the title is ‘‘ The 
Dynamic Theory of Life and Mind,” It ia an attempt, 
as the author modestly puts it, to construct a system of 
rationalism in harmony with science. 
quite as usefnl for its condensation and plain stating of 
what evolution has taught us, and the authorities cited by 
the author are all acknowledged as leaders. * We shall 


It is, however, 


soon publish an extended review of the work, by a com- 
petent philosopher. The work is large, as it must neces- 
sarily be to cover even partially such an extensiv field, 
and the price is consequently $2.75. We hav ordered 
quite a number of them, because we think it a work 
worth circulating. ` 


Lectures and Meetings. 
Joun R. CHARLESWORTH’S lecture appointments are: 


Seattle, Wash. (de- Jan. 18-16 ; Merced, Cal. Feb, 19 
bate with Braden). Savanah, Ee 27 
Tacoms, Wash.... ‘* 17 | El Monte, se: gt 28 
Buckley, Wash., ‘€ 18-20 ss “ Mar. 1 
Port Angeles ‘*... “$ 22 | Santa Ana, ses 5 
Forest Grove, Ore.‘* 27-29 | San Pasqual, ‘ ‘ 6-8 
Silverton....... ‘ < 30, 81} Tucson, Ariz...... “ 26 
Silverton, Ore....Feb. 1 Albuquerque, N.M.“ 81 
Barlow, Ore....... ee 8H} & “ April 1, 2 
Grass Valley, Cal “© 8, 9| Trinidad, Col...... © 47 
an Jose, se © 12-14 | Leadville, ‘* ...... “€ 10-12 
elma, se 16,17 


He will return via Arizona, New Mexico, Colorado, 
Nebraska, and Iowa. Friends in those states desiring 
lectures should address him at 345 West Randolph street, 
Chicago, Ill. 

J. E. Remssure will start East early in January, 
list of appointments, as far as arranged, is as follows: 


His 


Elwood, Tll....... ...Jan.14, 15 {De Ruyter, N. Y.Feb. 6 
Chicago, TIl......... fe 15 | Glens Falls, N. Y, ‘* = 7-9 
Belvidere, Tl....... ‘* 16-18 | Saratoga, N. Y.... “ 10 
Rensellaer, Ind... ‘‘ 19} Hartford, Conn... ‘* 11 
Dowagiac, Mich.. ‘‘ 20 | Boston, Mass....... “€ 12 
Allegan, Mich...... is 21| Worcester, Mass.. * 12 
Gr’d Rapids, Mich ‘ 22 | Cotuit, Mass....... ° 18 
Shepherd, Mich... ‘‘ 28-25; Osterville, Mass... “€ 14 
Leslie, Mich........ ‘€ 26, 27| Manchester, Conn ‘‘ 15 
Detroit, Mich...... a 28 | Bristol, Conn....... se 16 
Toledo, O............ se 29 | New York, N. Y... “ 17 
Findlay, O.......... “© 30, 31| Orange, N. J....... “ 18 

s AE Feb. 1| Newark, N. J....... “ 19 
Cleveland, O........ e 2| Philadelphia, Pa.. “ 19 
East Otto, N. Y... “ 8 | Lebanon, Pa....... s 20 
Newark, N. Y...... s 4| Washington, D.C. “ 21 
Constantia, N. Y.. ‘‘ 5 


Appointments to be filled on his way West will be an- 
nounced later. 


Tue Manhattan Liberal Club lectures for January are 
as follows. The Club meets at 220 E. 15th street: 


January 6th, “Education and the Power of Public 
Opinion,” Wm. Hansen. 

January 13th, ‘‘ The Growth of Sentiment on the Peace 
Question,” Belva Lockwood. 

January 20th, ‘‘ Has Man a Soul?” Henry Rowley. 

January 27th, ‘‘The Potency and Promis of Modern 
Science,” Dr. Wm. H. Von Swartwout. 


Tue Brooklyn Philosophical Association meets at Fra- 
ternity Rooma, Bedford avenue and South Second street, 
Brooklyn, E. D., Sundays, at 3 o'clock P.. The pro- 
gram for January is as follows: 


January 15th, ‘‘The True Philosophy of Shakspere’s 
Poetry,” Mr. A. G. Sullivan. 
°” January 22d, ‘‘Prophecy and Miracle,” Mr. H. 
Rowley. . , 

January 29th, ‘‘ Celebration of the Birthday of Thomas 
Paine,” Mr. T. B. Wakeman. 


INGERSOLL SECULAR Soorry meets at Paine Hall, Bos- 
ton, Sundays, at 2:45 P.M. 

Tun Newark Liberal League meets at 177 Halsey street, 
corner Market, Sundays, at 3 p.m, 

Onto Liserat Soorery meets at Douglass Hall, north- 


west corner Sixth and Walnut streets, Cincinnati, Sun- 
days, at 7:30 P.m. 


Tae Chicago Secular Union meets every Sunday even- 
ing at Lincoln Hall, 68 Adams street, between State and 
Dearborn streets. 


Tue Liberal League holds session at Industrial Hall, 
Broad and Wood streets, Philadelphia, Sundays, at 2:30 
and 7:30 P.M. Lectures and debates, : 
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Science and Progress. 


Russian Cesarism. 


inhabitants, and since the beginning of this century 
the territory subject to the sway of the hideous 
despotism has increased at the average yearly rate 
of 22,000 square miles. The system of espionage 
and government interference with personal rights 
is also getting worse from year to year, but the 
Christian hypocrits of the Old World hav, after all, 
no right to complain. The Roman world-empire, 
with its worship of joy and free circus games in the 
paradise of southern Europe, was not moral enough 
for them; their Holy Alliance combined against 
the heir of the French Revolution and made him 
‘expiate his reform plans on the rock of St. Helena. 
They hav now to submit to a knout-revival of 
Ceesarism in the frozen deserts of the North. 
An Eastward Exodus. 

The cholera blockade has depressed the rate of 
immigration one-third below its usual average, but 
that decrease does not appear to affect the equa- 
nimity of our passenger-agents any more than the 
delay in the expected Chicago boom. They prob- 
ably foresee a chance to recoup themselvs next 
March by the Eastward rush of meritorious office- 
seekers and Christian crank reformers. The 
Sabbath-law saints hav already begun to forge sig- 
‘natures for their proposed monster petition. 

Jesuit Pets. ; 

Guzman Blanco, who knew Jesuit morals from 
personal experience, described the South American 
mission Indians as “creatures whose vices degrade 
them much lower beneath the level of beasthood 
than their degree of intelligence can be said to raise 
them above that rank.” 

Cause and Effect. 

The darkies of northwestern Kentucky are in- 
dulging in a revival resembling the ghost-dance 
craze of the Sioux Indians. In the larger cities 
their meetings are protracted till long after mid- 
night and are being watched by the local police. 
The result is an unusual stringency of the poultry 
market. ! 

. Christian Ethies. 

Thomas of Aquina, a model saint of the Christian 
church and quoted by numerous popes as a chief 
exemplar of the faith, holds that “farmers and 
mechanics are too much engaged in worldly pur- 
suits to hav a claim to enjoy the full rights of citi- 


zenship.” Asa rule he objects to the selling and | J 


buying of human chattels, but remarks that if slaves 
are kept it is good policy to select those of strong 
body and weak mind (mente deficientes), and get 
them, if possible, from foreign countries, to lessen 
their chance of exciting successful insurrection 
against the authority of their masters. 

Monk Literature. 

Rohrbacher, in his Histoire de Ul Eglise Catho- 
lique, states that the monks of the Franciscan con- 
vents were instructed to scratch their ears like dogs 
whenever they felt disposed to intimate a hankering 
for a peep at a pagan author (such curs as Virgil 
and Plato being now and then admitted to the files 
of their libraries); and the canons of criticism held 
by their modern successors are well characterized 
in an orthodox almanac published at Donauworth, 
Germany. The editor of that edifying periodical 
calls the philosopher Lessing a “shameless thief,” 
and the poet Goethe a “sneaking egotist, who was 
directly responsible for the early death of his rival, 
Schiller.” 

Fashions in Pets. 

The fashions of the dry-goods market appear to 
become international much quicker than those in 
dogmas or dogs. The pot-bellied pug-dogs that hav 
multiplied so rapidly in the United States were dis- 
carded in Europe long ago, so thoroughly, indeed, 
that in Austria and France the breed has become 
almost extinct. In Vienna they hay beensuperseded 
by black poodles and in Paris by Italian greyhounds, 
while the Russians, like their Prussian neighbors, 
delight in canine Jumbos, St. Bernards, and 
Danish mastiffs. At the beginning of this century, 
spaniels were all the rage, but the undeniable beauty 
of the King Charles breed could not compete with 
the grotesque ugliness and cunning tricks of the 
Scotch terrier. 

Grease Vs. Prayer. 

The steamer Umbria, after a week’s battle with 
storms much worse than those encountered by the 
Spree, has reached port without the assistance of 
any prayer experts whatever, by the prosaic device 
of plastering her ice-clogged machinery with a 
triple dose of axle-grease. 

Post-Mortem Troubles. 

The cremation controversy ought to be decided 

by the fact that the frequency of grave robberies 


has almost doubled in the course of the last ten 
years. A stoneware urn, with a handful of ashes, 
would be tolerably safe against the greediest bur- 
glar, but the churchyard hyenas appear to defy pri- 


ic guardians of the law. 
A Martyr of Freethought. 

A Valparaiso firm has published a volume of 
“Memoirs and Correspondence” of the late Manuel 
Balmaceda, who, judging from the changed tone of 
the Chilian press, stands a fair chance of being 
canonized asa martyr of patriotism. Patrick Egan, 
with all his political sins, is unquestionably a shrewd 
observer, and there seems no doubt that the leader 
of the South American Liberals fell a victim to the 
intrigues of the church party. His reforms ex- 
tended to every branch of industrial and adminis- 
trativ concerns, but he was guilty of the never- 
pardoned sin of having attempted to emancipate 
education from the control of the clergy. Perso- 
nally he was a radical Freethinker. ` “Our chief ad- 
vantage” (in Chili), he once told a representativ 
of the Lima press, “is the neighborhood of the 
Patagonian snow-fields, for it seems that the fury of 
bigotry cools as we approach the poles on either 
hemisphere. Valparaiso, New York, and San Fran- 
cisco are safe enough, but Lima and New Orleans 
hav to be on their guard against revivals of hier- 
archy.” Near his Valdivia summer-home he had 
made the acquaintance of an American family whose 
youngest son accompanied him on all his rambles, 
but declined repeated: invitations to follow his pa- 
tron to St. Iago. Among the papers captured by 
the commissioners of the victorious Junta there was 
a note to that summer friend—twelve words, written 
on a large envelope, in tolerably orthographic Eng- 
lish: “‘ My dear little Diogenes, I step out of your 
sunlight. Good-bye.” 

Tricky Gnomes. ; 

The priests of the south European mining dis- 
tricts managed to impress their parishioners with 
the belief that the hobgoblins of the mountains 
would hide their treasures in the most secret 
places unless their evil influence had been counter- 
acted by well-paid prayers. On our own side of 
the Atlantic the neglect of that precaution seems to 
hav led to similar results. The California bonan- 
zas had eluded the pioneers for two hundred years 
and ceased almost completely as soon as the Trans- 
continental railroad had crossed the Sierra Nevada. 
The Black Hills boom, too, lasted only while the 
auriferous district had to be reached by a wagon 
journey across vast stretches of intervening deserts. 
The latest Eldorado almost defies the competition 
of Eastern treasure-hunters. With the sole excep- 
tion of central Alaska the new gold-placers of the 
San Juan district are located in the most inaccessi- 
ble region of our national territory—the bleak 
tableland of southern Utah, swept by blizzards in 
winter and by sandstorms in summer, and as poor 
in water and timber as the Staked Plains of west- 
ern Texas. 

Microscopic Problems. 

The traveler Wartegg observes that weak eyes 
do not afflict the population of our Western states 
near as much as the composit population of the 
East—the state of New York, for instance, where 
he claims to hav seen twelve spectacled guests at 
one dinner-table. The eminent ethnologist must 
hav attended a Brooklyn church fair banquet, with 
the usual menu of delicacies invisible to the naked 
eye. F. L. Oswaxp. 

Carnorics and Protestants hailed alike the great 
work of Delrio. In this the power of devils over 
the elements is proved first by the holy scriptures, 
since, he declares, “they show that Satan brought 
fire down from heaven to consume the servants and 
flocks of Job, and that he stirred up a violent wind, 


‘which overwhelmed in ruin the sons and daughters 


of Job at their feasting ;” next, Delrio insists on 
the agreement of all the orthodox fathers that it 
was the devil himself that did this, and attention is 
called to the fact that the hail with which the 
Egyptians were punished is expressly declared in 
holy scripture to hav been brought by the evil an- 
gels. Citing from the Apocalypse, he points to the 
four angels standing at the four corners of the 
earth, holding back the winds and preventing their 
doing great damage to mortals; and he dwells es- 
pecially upon the fact that the devil is called by the 
Apostle a “prince of the power of the air.” He 
then goes on to cite the great fathers of the church, 
Clement, Jerome, Augustine, and Thomas Aqui- 
nas.— Ex-President White of Cornell University. 


Hostess: ‘‘What has become of Sandy Smith, who stood 
so high in your class?” 

Alumnus: ‘‘ Oh, he’s taken orders.” 

Hostess: ‘‘ He’s in the ministry then?” 

Alumnus: ‘‘No; in a restaurant.” 


The Russian empire at present claims 117,000,000 ite vigilance committees as successfully as the pub- | 


Gommunications. 


Popular Delusions. 

An eloquent lecture on this subject was recently 
delivered in our town by that zealous champion of 
orthodoxy, Hon. George R. Wendling, who, accord 
ing to his own statement on the platform, has ut- 
tered the same opinions before very large and 
highly delighted audiences in many cities, includ- 
ing, I think, New York. It is well worth while to 
know what people like to hear, and how far it is 
good and true. Such a vigorous denunciation of 
the practice of urging one’s own election to office is 
certainly a public benefit; for it is only those who 
work disinterestedly who can keep politics pure. I 
also agree cordially with the lecturer’s denial of the 
value of merely emotional religion, and with his 
affirmation of the unequaled superiority of the pres- 
ent age, not only in physical vigor but in moral ele- 
vation. His tribute to modern philanthropy dwelt 
very properly upon the emancipation of women, as 
well as on the cessation of hanging and burning 
witches. 

It is rather queer, though, for a man who de- 
lights in this progress, to deny any intellectual 
superiority of the present age to the past. He 
did admit that the steam-engin, the telegraph, and 
one or two other recent inventions, were worth 
mentioning ; but he insisted that, in other respects, 
our intellectual superiority to the past is merely 
that there are more of us who know, but not that 
any one of us knows more. Among the subjects 
about which he said that nothing has been found 
out during this century was the origin of the col- 
ors of flowers. I should not hav supposed 
that even a popular lecturer could be so utterly 
ignorant of Darwin’s works. It was equally re- 
freshing to hear that substantially everything which 
has yet been discovered about mathematics is in- 
scribed on a stone, about twenty inches long by’ 
ten wide, carved in ancient Nineveh. This, of 
course, is the same stone spoken of in the famous 
lecture on “The Lost Arts” by Wendell Phillips; 
but he merely speaks of it as “containing an entire 
treatis on mathematics.” It looks as if all that 
was known about mathematics then could be told 
briefly. I was not surprised at the repetition of 
the statement by Phillips that Nero used an opera- 
glass; but it was rather startling to be told, as we 
were the other night, that not only the principles 
of hygiene were fully understood by the ancient 
Hebrews, but also the art of war. Here I suspect 
that the eloquent lecturer had a grateful remem- 
brance of the mighty deeds achieved by Samson 
with a jawbone like that still in use. 

Ridicule of a speaker who tries to make his audi- 
ence put science down among popular delusions is 
perfectly just. Better men than he take the same 
ground that science is merely an aid to useful in- 
ventions but no guide to truth. The great conflict 
of the age is between scientific and theological 
methods of thought. Every reader of this journal 
knows which it was that abolished punishment for 
witchcraft. The lecturer I criticise said this great 
reform was not due to Rationalism but to a revival of 
interest in the gospels. Hecould not hav mentioned 
any books which did so much to strengthen belief in 
witchcraft by teaching the kindred fancy of possession 
by Satan. The atrocities at Salem were largely due 
to the ministers; clergymen held firmly to the 
reality of witchcraft after educated laymen had given 
it up; and among its latest advocates was that mighty 
champion of gospel Christianity, Wesley. This 
century is philanthropic, because it knows better 
than any of its predecessors how to put kind feel- 
ings into practice. It is the best proof of our intel- 
lectual superiority that we know somuch more than 
our ancestors about the rights of women, the claims 
upon us of the insane, the limits of just punishment 
of crime, the proper treatment of criminals, the 
duties of man to man. Much of this precious 
knowledge was given us by Bentham, Mill, and 
other Rationalists. 

The value of the light recently thrown by science 
upon the history of our planet, including the proc- 
ess by which the various races of plants, animals, 
and especially men, hav developed, ought to be 
plain enough to every educated man. The dis- 
covery by Husley, Pasteur, and other living inves- 
tigators of the potency of germs is of particular 
importance in three directions. It has led to the 
invention of the canning process, now so widely 
used by housekeepers and professional packers, to 
the great increase of comfort and improvement of 
health in all civilized lands. It has reduced the 
danger of blood-poisoning in surgical operations so 
much as to save a countless number of lives which 
must otherwise hav been lost. It has taught 
physicians how to check the spread of consump- 
tion, hydrophobia, and other deadly diseases, 


meee 
Mauch might also be said about recent discoveries 
in chemistry, and other practical departments of 
science. The highest truth is valuable for its own 
sake; and no book ever written has, I think, done 
so much to enlarge this most precious of all 
our possessions as the “ Principles of Psychology,” 
in wkich Herbert Spencer showed what is the 
origin and authority of conscience and the other in- 
tuitions. 

There are, of course, many conflicting opinions 
about the value, in all respects, of the work 
done by Darwin, Huxley, Spencer, and their 
co-workers; but there ought to be only one 
opinion about the justice of ignoring that work 

- in a lecture about the intellectual character of the 
present age. If I fee a lawyer for his opinion 
about my legal rights and privileges, but find out 
that he has paid so little attention to recent 
statutes and decisions as to make his opinion worth- 
less, I hava right to think I hav been swindled. 
If I buy a book just published as an account of re- 
cent discoveries in Africa, and find that the writer 
has taken no notice of Stanley, or any other ex- 
plorer during the last fifty years, I can complain 
justly that I hav been imposed upon. What else 
can I say of alecturer who comes out of the shadow 
of a great library to make large sums of money by 
telling to one big audience after another, a story 
which has been prepared so hastily and with such a 
plain desire to make a sensation rather than to tell 
the truth as to giv a thoroughly false idea of our 
intellectual privileges and duties? Hav I no right 
to require of a man who takes money from me and 
my neighbors for showing us a picture of the age 
in which we liv that he should at least take 
ordinary care to make his picture tolerably accurate? 
Is it right that a lecture should be at the same 
time so plausible and so erroneous as to tempt the 
hearer to say that its title ought to run thus, 
“Popular Delusions, by One of Them ?” 

Concord, Mass. F. M. Hortan. 


McGlynn’s Worthlessness. 


To rus Eprror or Tue Truru SEEKER, Sir: Dr. 
McGlynn, the poor Jesuit priest that was excom- 
municated by Archbishop Corrigan two years ago, 
has been ever since cringing and fawning to be 
restored again to favor with the bishops and priests, 
and has at last succeeded, by the power of the 
pope, delegated to his holiness Monsignor Satolli 
to settle the case. 

That Father McGlynn nevér was since’e and 
honest in all his remarks about the pope and the 
bishops and priests in his discourses delivered in 
the Cooper Institute and other places through the 
country is well considered. He touched on the 
course of Rome very gingerly on all occasions. 
People said: He will be back in the church of 
Rome before long. “That great toe of the pontiff 
Leo XIII. is destined to be kissed.” Protestants 
knowing the prevarication, deceit, and intrigue 
practiced by the church of Rome put but little 
faith in all the pretense of Father McGlynn. 

On his ordination he swore to support the pope 
in all matters of religion emanating from his holi- 
ness. Right or wrong, implicit obedience is de- 
manded. “J,” says the pope, “am God’s vice- 
gerent on earth, and hav the keys of heaven and 
hell. Whatever I lock up is locked up, and what- 
ever I choose to loose is loosed, and there is no use 
trying to get around it. Hav I not the key dan- 
gling in front of me with a chain about my neck asa 
warning to the faithful and a terror to the timid 
and disobedient ?” 

Tis true that in the sixteenth century Pope 
Paul refused to grant the request of a Spanish 
knight, Ignatius Loyola, for a religious order, until 
he proposed that, besides the three vows of poverty, 
chastity, and médnastic obedience, his society 
should take a fourth vow of obedience to the pope, 
binding themselvs to go whithersoever he should 
command for the service of religion and without 
requiring anything for their support. 

Paul granted the most ample privilege to the 
-members by a bull, and appointed Loyola to be the 
first general of the order. Before the expiration 
of the sixteenth century they had obtained the 
chief direction of the education of youth in every 
Catholic country in Europe, as they are now striving 
to gain the ascendency. in this beloved land of ours. 
Witness with what assiduity and perseverance they 
continue to agitate our free school system. 

Poor Father McGlynn. He is to be pitied. He 
has lost many friends who were in favor of his 
previous determination not to be humbugged by an 
order from a presumptuous Irish bishop. But now 
he is like “the dog that returned to his vomit ”— 
pat him on the head and say, “Poor doggy, poor 
fellow,” and he will lick the hand that smote him. 

Dr. McGlynn has actually declined to say any- 
thing on the subject. If he was an honest, fearless 
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man he would stand erect and ery out, “ Liberty of 
thought and action in all matters of religion!” and 
not succumb to tyrannic power. 

By what right does this Italian- pope hav power 

to send his legate, Satolli, as representativ to Amer- 
ica to settle any matter over which our government 
has control? The sending of Satolli is an assump- 
tion of power that the American people should not 
tolerate for a moment. Suppose the Protestant 
churches should send a delegation to Great Britain 
to adjust the system of public-school education in 
that kingdom. Does anyone need to be told what 
a Tory or Liberal would hav to say of such imper- 
tinence? Are our people to govern themselvs or 
are they to take law from the Vatican? 
_ Patrick Corrigan, of Hoboken, N. J., who was 
indicted by the bishops of the Catholic church for 
sentiments expressed by him on the school question, 
has repented of all that his reasoning mind had 
previously affirmed to be true, thus: “I now take 
it all back and will never again make another attack 
on Bishop Corrigan or Bishop Wigger, and pray 
both of you to overlook it.” There you hav the 
Jesuitical power in a nutshell. 

For the good of Holy Mother Church those pro- 
ceedings must be kept secret—not be known to 
the common people. That is the policy of the 
church of Rome. 

They cannot, dare not, hav an independent mind 
of their own. Pope Pius XIII. has them all, soul 
and body, under his control. They do not dare to 
do otherwise, for fear of excommunication. Poor, 
blind leaders of the blind, in fear of the tortures of 
purgatory! They will never listen to reason until 
they without prejudice read Thomas Paine’s “Age of 
Reason.” Enough of reason at times has been 
said to enlist the inquiring mind and drive super- 
stition out of the head. But, alas, how lonely does 
it sound! Since writing the above Dr. McGlynn 
addressed the Anti-poverty people in Cooper Union 
hall, where he extoled the mission of Archbishop 
Satolli to this country, and said, “I sincerely re- 
joice over what has happened, and still more what 
is portending. I rejoice because of my love for the 
Catholic religion, both spiritual and temporal.” He 
said the clergy seemed to feel that America had no 
religion except such as was brought over by for- 
eigners. They looked upon it as a misfortune that 
a man should be born an American. Great Scott! 
Holy Moses! what havwe come to? During his dis- 
course someone in the audience cried out, “How 
about the reconciliation?” McGlynn paid no at- 
tention to it. Again came the voice, “How about 
the restoration?” He was dumb as an oyster to 
the question and went on speaking louder. “We 
Americans,” said he, “thought we knew it all, 
and now Archbishop Satolli, that good man, comes 
from Rome to teach us. something.” Now the 
great question is, where are we now? 

The Protestant churches appear to be dead to the 
matter that is going on in the Roman Catholic 
church. They appear to be abzorbed in Professor 
Briggs’s Infidelity, and about Moses, whether he or 
somebody else wrote Genesis and the other books 
attributed to him. As also the middle state after 
death. What nonsense to bother about that which 
no Man or woman can know. 

The only true mind is the Freethinker. He has 
Reason to guide him, not superstition and bigotry, 
which is nothing more than presuming .o know 
something about the unknowable. 

Professor Townsend, of Boston University, last 
week had independence of mind to assert that “a 
Jesuit Inquisition sits at the elbow of every editor 
and reporter in Boston.” ‘The aim of the Catholic 
church,” he said, “is to suppress free thought, 
silence free speech, and extinguish the intellect. 
Should Cleveland appoint a Roman Catholic 
postmaster-general, that official, under Cardinal 
Gibbons, would not allow a book or tract contain- 
ing criticisms of the Roman Catholic church to 
pass through the posts.” 

If that is so, then we will hav a fight. I want to 
be here to see. It will be “Johnny get your little 

un.” 

s Since writing the above the Jesuit priest has 
been restored to full communion with the church, 
and celebrated mass on Christmas day in one of 
the Brooklyn churches. In the evening he had a 
high old time at Cooper Union before an audience 
of Anti-poverty seekers. He had nothing to say 
about the restoration of himself to the priesthood. 

He forgot all he had previously said about his 
being excommunicated by that old woman, as he 
called the pope, and said: “I would be burnt at 
the stake before I would retract one word I hav 
said about the ownership of land,” which was one 
of the offenses against the teachings of the church 
while under the ban of excommunication. 

He had said: “I defy the malignity of Rome. 
I giv them warning now, that if they attempt to 


hound me with the arts of which they are such 
masters, Z will expose them. I hav only told 
things which politicians and well-informed people 
hav known in tte past. But I giv them warning 
that I am full of knowledge of events the tale of 
which will make the country too hot to hold them. 
They had better let me alone.” What do you think 
of that? There was an admission, and for fear of 
exposure the Jesuit priest has been restored by the 
Old Woman at Rome. 

Scme of his followers look upon the Jesuit priest 
as if he had gained a great triumph over his 
superiors, while Freethinkers look upon him as a 
sneaking, cringing coward, full of hypocrisy and 
deceit. 

Poor McGlynn is now back safe under the pro- 
tection of the church of Rome, but he will hav to 
do penance for his sin against the superstition of 
the mother church. Oh, what fools these Christians 
are ! 

He will hav to take back all he said in the Anti 
poverty Society. What humility from a man who 
professes to hav, and boasts of, liberty to think and 
act. : 

When Dr. McGlynn was excommunicated two 
years ago, the Protestants thought he would throw 
off the mask of Rome and come out on the Protest- 
ant side, and they encouraged him and spoke fairly 
of him and sought his friendship; but the power of 
the Vatican was too strong for him. He wanted 
to taste again the body and blood of Christ in the 
sacrament. Deluded mortal! But he had his 
wish gratified last Sunday in offering mass. I 
detest the whole thing and I don’t care who knows 
it. S. R. THORNE. 


The Cause in Washington. 


Tho following extract from the Tacoma News 
tells its own story : 


The Tacoma Ministerial Alliance at its meeting this 
morning considered the question of gambling in this 
city. The action of the Secularists and their insistence 
on the exclusion of all recognition of God in the form of 
religious exercises in the public schools received rebuke. 
Revs. W. C. Stuart, D.D., of Sumner; W. H. Atkinson, 
of Lake Park, and H. Schneknecht are the committee of 
correspondence with other religious bodies in the state 
to secure a consensus of sentiment on the subject of tax- 
ing the property of school, church, and eleemosynary 
institutions, and to secure if possible exemption of the 
same from the burdensomeness of taxation. 

This is a subtle scheme to create sympathy by 
falsehood thinly covered. 

They declare they seek passage of a law to save 
them from the burdensomeness of taxation on their 
charitable institutions. Under the existing law all 
church property is exempt from taxation to an 
amount not to exceed $5,000. 

“Hospitals for the care of the sick, whether 
supported in whole or in part by charity.” This 
means that all the immense buildings, and acres of 
adjoining land called garden—held for raise of 
value—shall be exempt from taxation, because in a 
little dark corner of the attic, or basement, there is 
one narrow iron cot, called the charity bed. This 
is enough to comply with the law. The institu- 
tion is partly sustained by charity, so is exempt 
from all taxation. 

“Orphanages and orphan asylums, institutions 
for the reformation of fallen women, and homes for 
the aged and infirm,” are exempt from all taxation. 

Yet the various Ministerial Alliances throughout 
the state are banded together to demand more. 
By bribery and intimidation they expect to secure 
legislation which shall justify them in their infa- 
mous extortions and theft of public money to sus- 
tain Christian institutions, compelling those opposed 
to pay for their support. 

Their purpose is plainly decla-ed. What shall 
be the action of the Liberals of Washington to 
counteract their nefarious designs? 

The executiv committee of the Washington Sec- 
ular Union recommend : 

Distribution throughout the state of the pam- 
phlet against exemption from taxation of church 
property, so the people can be thoroughly posted 
on the injustice and iniquity of exemption. 

The writing of a personal letter to representativs 
at Olympia by every Liberal of the state, urging 
complete divorce of church and state, the abolition 
of all exemptions of church property or church in- 
stitutions from taxation. 

Contributions, to the extent of their ability, by 
all the Liberals of the state toward the fund to keep 
at Olympia during the next session of the legisla- 
ture able representativs of the Washington Secular 
Union to work for the repeal of all laws exempting 
church property or church institutions from taxa- 
tion; and to vigilantly watch that no underhand 
scheme, or sudden or hurried passage of an iniq- 
uitous law, be rushed through under the influence 
of the Ministerial Alliances. : 
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Unity, persistence, and a little self-sacrifice will 


keep the state of Washington in her proud preëmi- 


nence as the banner state for Liberalism. 


Immediate responses by payment of dues and 


remittance of contributions to the Washington 
Secular Union will insure defeat of the combined 
Ministerial Alliances and victory for right and justice. 
: C. B. REYNOLDS, 
Sec. Washington Secular Union. 
420 N. L st, Tacoma, Wash. 


With Our Congressmen. 


News and Notes. 


The following clipping shows the drift of events 
and the issue of the future : 

PITTSBURGH, PA., Jan. 3.—A call has been issued for 
men and women to meet at 163 Fourth avenue next Mon- 
day afternoon to form a new political party. The call 
says: 3 

“ Recognizing almighty God as the author of civil 
government, the Lord Jesus Christ the ruler of nations, 
and the Bible the standard to which all human action 
should conform, and that all our people are entitled to 
equal rights, without respect to race, color, or sex. 

‘* We hereby unite in calling a conference of all per- 
sons who will join in a political party for the abolition 
or suppression of the drink traffic in the United States, 
and for such other moral, economic, financial, and in- 
dustrial reforms as are needed in the country.” 

Arrangements will then be made to hold a convention 
for western Pennsylvania in February. The call for the 
new party is the result of five hundred signatures of 
prominent men and women who desire a unification of 
interest from adherents of other parties on the Prohibi- 
tion and equal suffrage platform. The nominee for the 
presidential chair of the new party, it was stated, would 
undoubtedly be Miss Frances Willard. The promoters 
of the new party are sanguin of success. 

The Freethought Federation was organized none 
toosoon. The question is forced upon the American 
people publicly: Shall this be a Christian state or 
secular state? Shall it be freedom or slavery, the 
Dark Ages or civilization? 

I hav received this message from a Western 
comrade : 


Well, since you were here I hay lost a brother. He 
left here without saying good-bye. Aftera few weeks he 
wrote: ‘‘I cannot fool toward you as I would if you 
were a Christian man, for, as you must know, by turn- 
ing away from the teachings of your mother and allying 
yourself with scoffers of the religion of Christ you hav 
alienated yourself from companionship with your 
brothers, We are Christian men and our families are 
Christian families, and we will not hav your unbelief 
spread out before us. You must see this yourself, that 
while you persist in being as you are it cannot possibly 
be congenial. You bar yourself from all good society. 
I wish, oh, how I wish, it could be otherwise, but this 
most assuredly I do not look for, so I suppose it will hay 
to continue through life. I know very well and hay of- 
ten noticed that you are generous in very many ways, 
but this can never bridge the gulf that lies between us, 
when we know that you openly scoff at and despise our 
Jesus upon whom alone our hopes of heaven depend.” 

No wonder that Jesus said, “I came not to bring 
peace on earth, but a sword.” Such is the religion 
that would enthrone itself in this republic. Such 
is the religion that closes the World’s Fair on -Sun- 
day. Such is the religion that has made more 
blood and horror in the pages of human history 
than all other forces combined. 

The movement for the opening of the World’s 
Fair on Sunday is moving amidst rocks and shoals. 
The way before it is full of peril, and defeat threat- 
ens. The sentiment in favor of opening is largely 
on the increase, but the organized power is not 
with it. It has to struggle merely as a sentiment, 
the political force is lacking. The committee on 
Columbian Exposition are one majority in favcr of 
a resolution in favor of Sunday opening. A can- 
vass of the House givs about two majority in favor 
of closing. Still I hav no doubt if a day could be 
set apart by the House for a fair discussion of this 
question, and popular opinion be allowed its 
legitimate influence, as represented by petitions 
with nearly a million names, that the proposition 
to open on Sunday would carry by a good majority. 
The Senate is pretty evenly divided, but if the 
resolution passed the House by fifty majority, it 
would I think pass the Senate. If, however, it 
passed the House by a small majority, its fate in 
the Senate would be extremely doubtful, and it is 
pretty certain that if it did pass the Senate by a 
vote or two, the president would damn it with a 
veto. To secure the signature of the president 
there must be a large majority in both houses for 
the resolution. 

But the orthodox bigots hav the inside track. So 
far they hav the legislation on their side. They 
are intrenched; are on the defensiv, and as such can 
resort to dilatory tactics. Possession is nine 
points of law. The orthodox hold the winning 
card up to date. All that the orthodox hav to do 
in to keep things intact, and every cowardly Con- 


grossman who does not want to be “put on record 


will join them in this policy. 


It is extremely doubtful if Congress with its 
enormous rush of business, together with the cun- 
ning diplomacy of the orthodox, will allow any time 
to be given to the debate‘of the resolution, even if 


reported by the committee. 


If the same sentiment and expression and or- 
ganization of Liberal sentiment had existed at the 
time of the vote to close last session, as exist now, 
But 
Liberals were careless; they let the thing go by 
default and as a consequence the orthodox forged 
abead, and the work we hav to do now is tenfold 
increased. We are not simply to overcome an ad- 


the restriction would never hav passed. 


verse majority, but we hav got to fight even for 
a chance to bring the matter to a vote. 


fatal to the hopes of the Liberal party. 


If we could only hav a “field day” in the House 
we could win, but the orthodox will try and prevent 


that. 
by further action. 


They hav all to lose and nothing to gain 


patience, and the most skillful tactics of war. 
will require keen parliamentary maneuvering to 
bring the question of Sunday opening before the 


House for a decision this winter. How sharply 
we learn the lesson in this case that “eternal 


vigilance is the price of liberty.” 
Samvuez P. Pournam. 


How Senators and Congressmen Voted on Sab- 


bath Closing Last Summer. 


Letters and resolutions of thanks should be sent 


to all who voted right to encourage them to do so 


again, and appeals should be sent to those who 
voted wrong to bring them to a better mind. Find 


the record of your Senators and Congressmen. 
The names are alphabetical in each paragraph. 


On July 13th on a motion of Senator Sanders to 
lay Senator Quay’s Sabbath-closing amendment on 


tke table Senators voted as follows: 


Yeas, 11—Blodgett, Carlisle, Daniel, Gibson (Md.), 
Hunton, Palmer, Peffer, Sanders, Sawyer, Vest, Vilas. 
Nays, 45—Aldrich, Allen,*Allison, Bate, Berry, Brice, 
Cameron, Chandler, Cockrell, Coke, Colquitt, éullom; 
Dolph, Felton, Frye, Gallinger, Gibson (La.), Gray, 


Hale, ‘Hansbrough, Hawley, Higgins Hiscock, Jones 


(Ark.), Jones (Nev.), Kenna, Kyle, McMillin, Mitchell, 
Paddock, Pasco, Perkins, Pettigrew, Platt, Power, 
Quay, Ransom, Sherman, Stewart, Stockbridge, Voor- 
hees, Walthall, Washburn, ite, Wolcott. 

Not voting, 32—Blackburn, Butler, Call, Carey, Casey, 
Davis, Dawes, Dixon, Dubois, Faulkner, George, Gor- 
don, Gorman, Harris, Hill, Hoar, Irby, McPherson, 
Manderson, Mills, Morgan, Morrill, Proctor, Pugh, 


Shoup, Squire, Stanford, Teller, Turpie, Vance, War- 


ren, Wilson. 
In the House on July 20th, the Sabbath-closing 


resolution of Congressman W. A. Stone was car- 


ried by the following vote: 


Yeas, 147—Alderson, Alexander, Amerman, Atkinson, 
Babbitt, Baker, Bankhead, Beeman, Bently, Bergen, 
Bingham, Blanchard, Branch, Bretz, Brosius, Bruner, 
Buchanan (N. J.), Buchanan (Va.), Bunn, Bunting, 
Byrns, Caminetti, Capehart, Clark (Wyo.), Clover, Cobb 
(Ala.), Compton, Coolidge, Coombs, Cooper, Colvert, 
Cowles, Cox (N. Y.), Crawford, Crosby, Culberson, 
Curtis, Dalzell, Davis, De Armond, De Forest, Dingley, 
Doan, Dockery, Dolliver, Dungan, Edmunds, Ellis, 
English, Enloe, Enochs, Epes, Everet, Forney, Fowler, 
Geissenhainer, Goodnight, Gorman, Grady, Grout, 
Hallowell, Halvorson, Hamilton, Hare, Harmer, Harter, 
Hatch, Haynes (O.), Heard, Hemphill, Henderson (N. 
C.), Henderson Til), Hitt, Holman, Hooker (Miıss.), 
Hooker (N.Y.), Houk (O.), Houk (Tenn. ), Hull, Johnson 
(Ind.), Johnson (N. D.), Johnstone (S. C.), Jolley, Jones, 
Ketcham, Kribbs, Kyle, Lanham, Lawson (Va.), Lawson 
(Ga.), Layton, Lester (Ga. ), Lind, Livingston, Long, Mar- 
tin, McCreary, McKaig, McKeighan, McMillin, McRae, 
Montgomery, Moses, Mutchler, O’Ferrall, O’Neill (Pa.), 
Otis, Owens, Pattison (O.), Patton, Payne, Paynter, 
Pearson, Pendleton, Perkins, Powers, Price, Quacken- 
bush, Raines, Ray, Reilly, Reyburn, Robinson (Pa.), 
Rockwell, Scull, Simpson, Smith, Snodgrass, Sperry, 
Stewart (Tex.), Stone, C. W., Stone, W. A., Stout, 
Taylor (Tenn.), Taylor, V. A., Terry, Turner, Van 
Horn, Wadsworth, Watson, Waugh, Williams (N. C.), 
Wilson (Wash.), Winn, Wolverton. Wright, Youmans. 

Nays, 61.—Bailey, Barwig, Bowman, Breckinridge 
(Ark.), Brickner, Bullock, Bushnell, Butler, Cadmus, 
Campbell, Caruth, Castle, Cate, Clancy, Clarke (Ala.), 
Cobb (Mo.), Coburn, Crain (Tex.), Cummings, Daniel, 
Dickerson, Dixon, Dunphy, Durborow, Fitch, Fithian, 
Forman, Greenleaf, Haugen, Hayes (Iowa), Hopkins 
L), Lagan, Lane, Lapham, Lester (Va.), Little, Lock- 
wood, Lynch, Po Mansur, McGann, Mitchell, 
Moore, Newberry, O'Neill (Mo.), Outhwaite, Page 
CR. L), Sayers, Seerley, Shively, Steward (Ill.), Tars- 
ney, Taylor (Il.), Tillman, Townsend, Warner, Wash- 
ington, Weadock, Wheeler (Als.), Wike, Williams (Il. ). 

ot voting, 120—Abbott, Allen, Andrew. Arnold, 
Bacon, Bartine, Belden, Belknap, Beltzhoover, Bland, 
Blount, Bostner, Boutelle, Bowers, Brawley, Breckin- 
ridge (Ky.), Broderick, Brookshire, Brown, Bryan, Bur- 
rows, Busey, Bynum, Cable, Caldwell, Catchings, Causey, 
Cheatham, Chapin, Chipman, Cockran, Cogswell, Cox 
(Lenn.), Craig (Pa.), Cutting, Donovan, Elliott, Fellows, 
Flick, Funston, Fyan, Gantz, Geary, Gillespie, Gris- 
wold, Hall, Harries, Henderson (Ia.), Herbert, Hermann, 
Hoar, Hopkins (Pa.), Huff, Johnson (O.), Kem, Kendall, 
Kilgore, Lewis, Lodge, Loud, Magner, McAleer, Mc- 


The 
policy of the church party is, to delay, and delay is 


It would be seen that the 


Liberal party needs not only push, but a deal of 
It 


Clellan, McDonald, McKinney, Meredith, Meyer, Miller, 
Milliken, Morse, Norton, Oates, O’Donnell, O’Neill 
(Mass.), Page (Md.), Parrett, Patterson (Tenn.), Peel, 
Pickler, Pierce, Post, Randall, Rayner, Reed, Richard- 
son, Rife, Robertson (La.), Rusk, Russell, Sanford, 
Scott, Shell, Shonk, Snow, Springer, Stahlnecker, Ste- 
phenson, Stevens, Stockdale, Stone (Ky.), Storer, | 
Stump, Sweet, Taylor (E. B.), Taylor (J. D.), Tracey, 
Tucker, Turpin, Walker, Warwick, Wever, Wheeler 
(Mich.), White, Whiting, Willcox, Williams (Mass.), Wil- 
son (Ky.), Wilson (Mo.), Wilson (W, Va.), Wise. 
ete 


Leave Sunday Opening to God. 


It seems that the question of closing the gates 
o. Sunday at the World’s Fair is not satisfactorily 
settled, and many ways and plans are proposed by 
many who are interested for and against its closing. 
Those who want the Fair to be made as mucha 
success as possible, insist that the gates of admis- 
sion be open seven days in the week, that all who 
want to see the Exhibition on Sunday and cannot 
see it on any other day, can do so, and that by so 
doing many will be accommodated, and the benefits 
of the Fair will be greatly enlarged, and no harm 
will be done to anyone. 

Those who insist that the gates be closed one- 
seventh part of the time do it on the ground that 
it is a violation of the Lord’s command to keep holy 
and sacred the Sabbath day, and that it is on God’s 
account, not theirs, that they want to injure the suc- 
cess of the occasion by the shutting up of the 
greatest, most interesting event the world ever 
had. 

Now, as I understand things, I think the only 
and best way to settle this thing is to leave the 
whole thing to the parties most interested in this 
matter, and they are “the Lord of the Sabbath,” 
and the World’s Fair commissioners. And to come 
at the thing, hav those commissioners. say to the 
Lord, they wish to. act in good faith in this matter 
toward him as well as all others, and wish to know 
of him what is his mind as to closing the Fair on 
Sundays; that they are willing to be governed by 
his desires; are willing to shut up the Fair Sun- 
days if he so desires—that all they want is to know 
his mind. That if he wants the gates closed Sun- 
days, he is to make it known by some sign in the 
heavens or on earth, so that the commissioners and ~ 
all others can be satisfied it is the will of the Lord 
of the Sabbath the gates of the Fair be closed Sun- 
days during its continuance; and if he make it. 
sufficiently understood that such is his mind, such 
will be done and no complaint will be made by 
those who wish to witness the Fair on Sunday, all 
will be satisfied, and all will be quiet on that day. 

Hav a day set by the commission when the Lord 
will answer this request, and if he wants the gates 
shut he certainly will be present. He used to do 
so very often in Bible times, and he can do so now 
as he did in times without number. 

Let the Lord make known his pleasure in any way 
he sees fit, only hav it in a clear manner so there 
can be no mistake, and it will be as evident as it 
was when the prophet Elijah asked of the Lord to 
rain down fire and he did. 

Christian people ought to unite with the com- 
mission in this arrangement, and pray to God to be 
on hand at the time set. Should he say, “Shut up 
the Fair on my holy Sabbath day,” it would be the 
best thing for him he ever did as far as promoting 
the observance of the Sabbath is concerned, and 
people who believe in him will never be sorry the 
thing was settled in this way. 

I know of no better way to dispose of this vexing 
question than this way. The plainer the sign, the 
more satisfactory will it be to all. The commission 
will see to the preliminaries, and the Christian 
community ought to comply with some such ar- ’ 
rangement. CARLTON RICE. 

Hamilton, N. Y. 


An Open Letter. 


To tue Rev. Omas. Avausrus Bricas, New York 
City, Dear Sir: Believing that you are one of the 
“elect” to rule in the domain of Reason, I :ubmit 
the following questions to your consideration, 
trusting to your sincerity to favor us with a reply: 

1. How can a conversion of sinners to your faith 
affect the future destiny of those who are pre- 
ordained to everlasting hell-fire, or debarred from 


entering the kingdom of heaven? 


2. What difference can it make to those who are 
predestined to be saved whether they listen to 
your sermons every Sunday or enjoy themselvs else- 
where? 

3. Is it not in direct contravention of the al- 
mighty’s will for you to endeavor to save those 
whom he has destined to be damned? Are you not 
thereby antagonizing his dictates? 

4. Do your constant revisions of the Bible and of 
your Confession of Faith not prove that the Bible 
is the product of fallible man? How dare you 
tamper with or revise God’s word? 
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5. Do you not by these revisions virtually con- 
stitute yourself the arbiter of the future destiny of 
your fellow-beings, thus arrogating to yourselys 
rights that are the exclusiv prerogativ of your 
divine master ? 

6. Is the salvation of billions of souls whose fate 
depends upon your present construction of the 
Bible not again jeopardized by your next meddling 
with the “ word of God?” 

_ T. Does each revision not produce a correspond- 
ing change in the preordained destiny of the in- 
dividual? 

8. If a human parent consigned his children to 
pain untold would you not regard him as a veritable 
monster? Then why should a heavenly father who 
predestines his offspring to everlasting tortures 
not be held in the same execration ? 


9. How can the rite of baptism alter the fate of 
a dying infant that is predestined to eternal dam- 


nation ? i 

10. How do you reconcile your ideas of justice 
with your belief in infant damnation whether the 
child is baptized or not? 

11. How do you reconcile your ideas of justice 

` with anyone being damned when it is in the power 

of an omnipotent and merciful being to save him 
by the mere fiat of his will? 


12. Seeing that the revisions of all Christian 
religions hav a tendency to gradually abolish such 
an abominable creed, why not throw the whole super- 


stition overboard at once and “done with it?” To 
use a common similitude: If the dog’s tail has to 


go, why not cut it off at once rather than only a 


small piece at a time? 
Respectfully yours, Herman WETTSTEIN. 
Marengo, Til., Oct. 20, 1892. 


The International Freethought Congress at 


Madrid.—(Continued.) 


SECOND DAY’S MEETING, OOTOBER 131TH. 


The president of this day’s meeting was Mr. 


Leon Furnemont. 


The secretary, Mr. Odon de Buen, after having 
previous meeting, an- 
nounced to those present the death of a delegate of 
spoke 


read the minutes of the 


Carlet, citizen Gensotru. The president 
the words of regret and pronounced a eulogy over 
our departed brother. 

The congress decided that secular funerals are 
the proper thing, and a delegation appeared later 
for the special committee and asked that the exhor- 
tation to perform such ceremony be recorded in 
the minutes and urged upon the different nations. 

The secretary announced a large number of ad- 
herents to the congress received since the day pre- 
vious. 

Citizen Magalhais Lima said: “Over our 
congress presides the spirit of Victor Hugo; 
let us therefore. render homage to France, the 
classical land of Freethought. I propose that we 
send a telegram of sympathy to Auguste Vacquerie, 
and one of condolence to the widow of Ernest 
Renan.” (Great applause.) 

Citizen Odon de Buen paid a warm tribute to 
the memory of César de Pape, which was much ap- 
plauded. : 

Citizen Ramon Chiés moved that the proposition 
of Magalhais Lima be adopted. This was done 
unanimously and by acclamation. 

Next the discussion of Question 8 began. 
INFLUENCE OF THE DISCOVERY OF AMERICA ON THE 

_ EMANCIPATION OF THOUGHT. 

Citizen Simon Chaux (Republic of Columbia) 
brought forward a series of historical facts which 
since the discovery of America had brought about 
the evolution of Freethought in the New World. 

Citizen Fernando Lozano (Demofilo) said: To 
appreciate the participation of the church in the 
discovery of America at its true value, it will not do 
to regard the results as the product of an ingenious 
conception of Columbus, but as a result of human 
work in the field of science, even if the mariner 
from Genoa has to suffer. : 

The work of Columbus is incontestably the work 
of science, which had established the globular 
shape of the earth, and the art of navigation. If 
the creation and development of science was due to 
the church, it would be the same church which to 
a great extent would profit by the glory of having 
discovered America. 

But the church, far from being a contributor to 
science, has at all times opposed rational investiga- 
tions, has opposed the proclamation of truths 
which human intelligence has arrived at, has form- 
ulated. 

Demofilo gave then numerous historical proofs of 
this assertion, and especially called attention to the 
persecution of both temporal and spiritual powers 
which characterized the Middle Ages, and even 
later centuries. 


On the contrary, the science of theology is the 
science of the Bible, which considers the earth as a 
plane (although the globular shape is proved), be- 
cause the fathers of the church, ignorant of the law 
of gravitation, insisted that it was absurd to sup- 
pose the existence of the antipodes. 

The later saintly church fathers affirmed and 
sustained the belief that the earth is flat, since if 
it was spherical the people on the antipodes would 
be walking about on their heads with their feet ex- 
tended into the air. (Laughter.) 

‘The discovery of America is the realization of an 
epoch in the Renaissance, and a legitimate child of 
the Renaissance. If it had been a work of Chris- 
tianity it would hav taken place in the fifth century, 
and if it had been a child of Catholicism it would 
hav been realized in the twelfth century. 

What part can the church hav in a work which is 
the product of scientific labor performed by phi- 
losophers, astronomers, and physicists whom she 
anathematized, excommunicated, and burnt ? 

The one who sustained Columbus was a heretic, 
like Galileo, like him who headed the English Revo- 
lution, like the Puritans in the United States— 
heretical like the authors of scientific transforma- 
tion in Germany, like the participants in the great 
French Revolution, and like this assembly, which 
represents a universal coalition the sum of which is 
to call to order, to settle, the royal scepters and the 
popes. (Prolonged and enthusiastic applause as 
citizen Lozano (Demofilo) left the platform after 
his eloquent discourse.) 


The discussion which followed was on the sub- 


jects 3 and 4. 


3. THE INCOMPATIBILITY OF OATHOLIOISM AND MODERN 


LIFE. 
Citizen Enrique Roger, delegate from Merida, 


said: Religion and science are two absolutely op- 
posed spheres, are antithetical elements. Science is 
a volcano of resplendent light which illuminates 
Her spirit is reason; her 
tendency the elevation and dignification of man. 
Religion is an accumulation of darkness which 
smothers all by its weight; faith is its soul, the 
strangulation of the free expression of thought its 
tendency. How can we bring about a conciliation 
How unite science and 
religion, reason and faith, the free expression of 


the mysteries of life. 


of these opposed terms? 


conscience and the petrification of the mind ? 


This tendency of Freethought is admirably em- 


bodied in the democracy and in the republic. 

Democracy is liberty, she is equality, she is 
brotherhood, and reason is the liberty of science, 
the inspiration in art, in morality, and in law. And 
it is in vain for one to oppose the victorious march 
of modern life. See, the ghosts, the monsters, the 
thrones, the Vaticans, shake on their foundation. 
Behold, the dust rises over their remains. The 
democracy is the evangelism of modern times. 

Religion divides people into classes; science 
makes brothers. Religion offers to those who suffer 
here a future eternal life of pleasures; science 
seeks to transform the earth, to-day steril and 
miserable, into a paradise of indescribable splendor. 

The struggle is eternal. Let us fight for emanci- 
pation of conscience, and proclaim as immortal and 
eternal the sublime tendencies of the democracy. 
(Acclamation.) 

Å. THE MOST EFFICACIOUS MEANS TO PURIFY MODERN 
LIFE FROM THE OATHOLIO VIRUS. 

Citizen Bourceret, as delegate for the French 
Freethought Federation, expressed on its behalf his 
thanks and recognition of the tribute paid by 
the congress to the memory of Victor Hugo, and 
Ernest Renan, and for the communication sent to 
the Rappel. 

He affirmed that the church is not alone incom- 
patible with liberty, equality, and brotherhood, 
which constitute the basis of modern life, but also, 
as a consequence, with mankind individually. 

The Catholic religion, he said, is founded on pre- 
tended truths which hav not been and cannot be 
demonstrated, and as a consequence she is incom- 
patible with the life of our times, which adheres to 
and depends upon positiv science, not alone the 
demonstrativ but also the experimental. 

Headded that the sphere in which the pretended 
movements of religion take place is the spiritual 
life, the life of the soul. But before examining if 
religion really moves in this sphere, we must inquire 
into what we mean by the term soul, to see whether 
this idea corresponds to reality. 

-To this end citizen Bourceret began a minute and 
curious psychological analysis, at the close of which 
he arrived at the conclusion that the idea of the 
existence of the soul is an innocent confusion with 
the idea of the psychological activity of man, which 
is the result of the pure materialistic organism of 
man. 

In place of this, religion, although it limits itself 
in the direction of the spiritual, tries to caress the 


between the two institutions manifests 
because said states represent the transition between 
the government which founded its power on divine 
law, and the republic, where it is derived directly - 


senses with the ceremonies of an exterior worship, 
cultus, appealing at the same time to the sənti-. 
ments, and in this underhand way dulls reason, the 
sole empire of which is lost in modern society. 


Speaking of the incompatibility between state and 


church, he declared that the unique form of govern- 
ment of modern times is the republic, 
demonstrated the opposition which exists between a 
republican form of government and that of the 
church. 


and 


Speaking of France, he said that there were certain 


timid spirits who feared that a separation of church 


and state would bring about a destruction of the 


republic, but it is certain that the republic and 
Catholicism are united simply by the law. 


In constitutional states also the incompatibility 
itself, 


from the people. 

Citizen Moreno Barcia, principal of the commercial 
school in La Carogne, and delegate for the Free- 
thinkers of this city, spoke about the baneful influ- 
ence of the Jesuits—how they entered the family 
and by influencing its female members produced 
domestic strife and misery. He furthermore 
pointed out the incompatibility of Catholicism with 
economic and domestic life, and thereby with the 
tendencies of present times. He concluded by com- 
plimenting the foreign delegates. 

Citizen Francois Rodriguez, delegate from Murcia, 
was the next speaker. He began by stating that 
on this occasion he was not brought face to face 
with an intransmutable audience, because he beheld 
here a congress of Freethinkers—that is to say, one 
of progress and tolerance. In eloquent words he 
attacked the fanaticism found in all faiths as op- 
posed to progress. 

In Greece Socrates is the victim of polytheistic 
fanaticism, the same which in Rome persecuted the 
Stoics. A man appears, born in Galilea, and be- 
longing to the sect of Essenes; he preaches 
liberty, but the Jews destroy his temple, he is cru- 
cified, and another drama of religious intolerance 
is at an end. 

Christianity is triumphant, and although the 
voice of liberty is heard in Rome, intolerance ar- 
rives, seeks out another prey: Abelard is the 
victim of fanaticism. 

In the name of religious intolerance Spain has 
poured over Flanders a sea of blood. 

Protestantism, which reformed the church in the 
nane of tolerance, which has made love to tolerance 
itself, has numerous victims, among these Michael 
Servetus, who died at the Golgotha of science. 

All religions hav preached tolerance, but science 
alone is capable of reigning impartially. There- 
fore instruct, teach the nations. 

The speech of citizen Rodriguez received a thun- 
dering applause. 

Citizen Ruiz, delegate from the Anarchist groups 
of Madrid, declared himself not to hav come as an 
Anarchist but as a Freethinker, and asked the au- 
dience to consider him and his brethren as “ true 
soldiers of reason and Freethought.” (Applause.) 

Citizen Tarrens, representativ of the Socialists 
of Barcelona, reported to the congress the adhesion 
of the greater part of the workingmen of the second, 
erelong the first, city of Spain. He said that Free- 
thinkers were the only sincere friends of the work- 
ing class. 

It is impossible to harmonize Catholicism with 
Socialism ; the former regards work as a punishment, 
a degradation, while the latter regards it as the first 
natural and social condition. 

The priests who pass their time in distributing 
benedictions are useless members of society. Their 
constant cry of poverty is contradicted by the 
splendor of their cathedrals and convents, erected 
by hard-earned pennies wrenched by threats and 
extortions from the people. (Ovation.) 

The workingman is not the master of the machine, 
he is the slave. 

This very energetic and at the same time learned 
speech was vigorously applauded by the audience, 
which nearly filled the large hall, and numbered 
several thousand persons. 

A large number of ladies in elegant toilets were 
present on this as on the preceding day. 

Citizen Jean Dons, delegate from Belgium, de- 
livered an eloquent speech, in which he proved the 
incompatibility of Catholicism with a republican as 
well as a monarchial state. He was vigorously ap- 
plauded. 

After a few eloquent remarks of the president, the 
second day’s meeting came to an end amid a great 
enthusiasm, and cries of “ Long liv the republic!” 
“Long may Freethought liv!” 
Gusravz NELSON. 
(TO BK CONTINUED.) 
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Letters of Friends. 


ALFRED, N. Y., Dec. 13, 1892. . 
Mr. Eprror: We inclose a new sub- 
scriber. W. R. Cuase & Co. 


: PoRTLAND, ORE., Dec. 5, 1892. 
Mr. Eprror: I send a renewal and a 
new subscriber. W. E. Jones. 


Quincy, Micu., Jan. 2, 1893. 
Mr. Errtor: Inclosed find a new sub- 
scriber to your paper. O. W. BENNETT. 


Doveras, Nes., Dec. 10, 1892. 
Mr. Evrtor: Find inclosed a new sub- 
scriber. F. P. Hazertovy. 


KBouRne, O., Dec. 21, 1892 
. Mr. Enrtor: Please send your paper to 


a new subscriber, inclosed. 
S. H. Saurrs. 


GREENSBURG, PA., Dec. 14, 1892. 
Mr. Eprror: Find inclosed $12 for my 
renewal and five ı ew subscribers. 
; J. K. McEntyre. 


IINDEPENDENCE, Cat., Dec. 27, 1892. 
Mr. Evrror: I send a new subscriber, 


as given on appended slip. 
Tuos. FERGUSON. 


Norwoop, Mo., Nov. 80, 1892. 
Mr. Eprtor: I inclose a subscription to 


your paper, which is new to me. 
H. H. Bau. 


OCmroaco, Itu., Jan. 1, 1898. 
Mr. Epor: I hav procured for you the 
herein-named subscriber. 
j E. A. STEVENS. 


Coromevs, O., Dec. 22, 1892. 

Mr. Evrror: Inclosed find $1.50 for six 
months’ pew subscription to your paper. 
Dovanas TAYLOR 


Reno, Nev., Dec. 24, 1892. 
Mr, Evrvor: Please find inclosed order 
for renewal of my paper, and one new 
subscriber. Jounson Dinson, 


Treron, Car., Dec. 29, 1892. 
Mr. Evrror: I send three new subscrib- 
ers, and renew my subscription. I will 
send more. F. B. HAWKINS. 


WASHINGTON, CAL., Nov. 13, 1892. 
Mr. Eprror: Please find inclosed pay for 
a new subscriber for one year. 
Respectfully, E. E. MATTESON. 


Princeton, Mins., Dec. 2, 1892. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed you will find 
check for $8—$3 for arrears and $2.50 for 
renewal and $2.50 for a new subscriber. 
J. ©. Harom. 


Cuioago, Iur., Nov. 4, 1892. 
Mr. Epor: Please send your paper for 
one year to the new subscriber that I in- 
close. G. E. Witson. 


_. Esarm Porr, Ore., Dec. 10, 1892. 
Mr. Eprror: I renew my subscription 
and add another which I hav obtained. 
'F. A. NEWMAN. 


Toreo, O., Dec. 2, 1892. 

Mr. Eprtor: I remit $5 for renewal and 

a new subscriber—name and address ap- 
pended. W. WINTER. 


PaRxFIELD, Car., Nov. 14, 1892. 
Mr. Evrror: I remit $5 for a renewal 
for myself and a new subscription for 
another. C. N. Mares. 


Buoomrrenp, Dec. 7, 1892. 
Mr. Envrror: Inclosed is $5 to renew 
my subscription and for one new sub- 
scriber. G. W. Doaa. 


Grass VALLEY, Cor., Dec. 14, 1892. 
Mr. Eprror: I send $5.50 for two new 


subscribers and my renewal. ; 
i T. S. Laxe. 


CareTowN, Car., Nov. 30, 1892. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed please find $5 for 
two subscriptions to Taz TRUTH SEEKER. 
S. W. Morrison. 


Mues Crry, Mont., Dec. 27, 1892. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed please find $3 
for one year’s subscription to your paper. 
A new subscriber, 
' ` GEORGE EIcHENBERG. 


{ scriber. 


Rep Canon, Wro., Dec. 5, 1892. 
Mr. Envrror: I inclose $7.50 for myself 
and three new subscribers, whose ad- 
dresses] giv below. O. W. BURLEIGEH. 


Lewistown, Mont., Nov. 25, 1892. 
Mr. Eprtor: Find herein money for the 
new subscriber whose address I inclose, 
and for my renewal. W. H. Conver. 


Wasuineton, D. C., Dec. 29, 1892. 
Mr. Eprtor: I send the price of sub- 
scription to your paper. I am a new sub- 
Gro. CoLLENGER. 


Tura, TLL., Dec. 13, 1892. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find $3, for which 
please send me Tue TRUTH SEEKER for 


one year. Iam a new subscriber. 
J. W. Harrison. 


PocATELLO, IDA., Dec. 27, 1892. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed please find 
postage stamps, for which send your paper 
‘to the herein-named two persons. 
Yours truly, C. PAULSON. 


Horyore, Mass., Dec. 29, 1892. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed please find $3, 
for which send me Tue TRUTH SEEKER 
one year. Iam a new subscriber. 
z A. ©. Mann. 


GOLDTHWAITE, Tex., Dec. 28, 1892. 
Mr. Eptror: Inclosed find $5 for the 
paper to me and to a new subscriber 
whom I inclose to you. Better late than 
never. A, Lewis. 


Ansrutm, N. D., Dec. 20, 1892. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed please find $1. 
Please send your paper to me as a trial 
subscriber till the dollar is gone, and 
oblige, A. Carr. 
GULLIVER, Mıcm., Dec. 29, 1892. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed please find $1 as 
subscription to your paper and oblige a 
new subscriber. 
Yours for Universal Mental Liberty, 
ARTHOR J. Rras. 


GRIDLEY, Car., Dec. 5, 1892. 
Mr. Eprtor: I inclose $7. Send the 
‘*Bible Stories Comically Illustrated” to 
each of the persons herein named, and the 
paper one year to the latter. 
L. P. DENNY. 


Lawrence, Dec. 7, 1892. 
Mr. Epitor: I send $6 for a new sub- 
scriber—herein find address—and my re- 
newal and a copy of Miss Wixon’s book 
for children, ‘‘ The Story Hour.” 
Wa. Jonzs. 


Evrexa, Uram, Dec. 30, 1892. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find postal-note 
for fifty cents. Please send your paper 
for three movths to me as a trial sub- 
scriber. STEPHEN Lossman. 


Monterey, CAL., Dec. 8, 1892. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed you will find $5. 
Send Tue TRUTH SEEKER to the inclosed 
addresses of two new subscribers. 
Yours truly, ÅUSTIN SMITH. 


Asusy, Minn., Dec. 14, 1892. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find $5, for which 
please renew my subscription to your pa- 
per for one year, and send the same one 
year to the new subscriber inclosed. 
W. H. Fron. 


Lamont, Ia., Nov. 21, 1892. 
Mr. Eprror: Jnclosed herewith find 
draft for $10, for which please send your 
paper to the inclosed five names at La- 
mont. Respectfully, Wm. Quicx. 
Russet, IA., Dec. 24, 1892. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed please find ex- 
press money order for $7.50 to apply on 
subscription to your paper—two renewals 
and one new subscriber. F., H. TINKER. 


E. Mavou Cuong, Pa., Nov. 29, 1892. 

Mr. Eprtor: Find within $5, for a new 
subscriber, and a lithograph of Colonel 
Ingersoll, ‘‘ What Must We Do to Be 
Saved?” ete., for myself. THEO. GASTER. 


INDIANAPOLIS, IND., Dec. 1, 1892. 
Mr. Eprtor: Inclosed you will find $3, 
Please send me your paper one year for 
the same. It is a new paper to me. 
Yours respectfully, FRANK PEARSON. 


LAKEPORT, S. D., Dec. 6, 1892. 
Mr. Enprror: Inclosed find $3 for one 
subscription to your paper. I am new to 
your list. Please send the ‘‘Myth of the 
Great Deluge.” J. ©. Newson. 


WARDNER, IDA., Nov. 18, 1892. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find postal note 
for $1.50, for which please send your 
paper for six months and oblige a new 
subscriber, Austin PARKS. 


CHATTANOOGA, TENN., Nov. 28, 1892. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed I hand you post- 
office order for $3 to pay for a year’s sub- 
scription for a new-comer. 
Yours for freedom, M. M. Murray. 


Rostyy, Wasu., Dec. 20, 1892. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed please find $1.50 
for six months’ subscription to your 
paper, which I am just beginning to take. 
Yours respectfully, Jos. HASHKEL. 


PORTLAND, ORE., Dec. 4, 1892. 
Mr. Enprtor: Please send the paper to 
the new subscriber whose name and ad- 
dress you will find below, and two copies 
of the ‘‘Freethinkers’ Pictorial Text- 
Book.” W. WEDEEEN. 


f FRIEND, NeB., Dec. 22, 1892. 

Mr. Eprtor: Inclosed find $5. As my 
time is up the first of the year, giv me 
credit for the paper another year, and use 
the balance for the best interest of the 
canse. Yours, J. W. GILBERT. 


Sunset, TEx., Nov. 25, 1892. 
Mr Epor: Send me your valuable 
periodical four months from Dee. 1, 1892, 
for which you will please find post-office 
money order for $1, and oblige a new 
subscriber. Henry P. CLOWNEY. 


CutoaGo, ILL., Dec. 15, 1892. 
Mr. Eprtor: I take pleasure in renew- 
ing, and send the name of one who will 
appreciate the paper. My family all 
welcome its weekly comivg. Accept our 
hearty good wishes for the coming year. 
Yours truly, E. ©. CADY. 


Canon City, Cor., Dec. 31, 1892. 
Mr. Enprror: Inclosed find post-office 
order for subscription blank filled out 
with four new subscribers at $2.50, some 
arrears, and one book—totsal $11.10. 
Wishing you good cheer, I am, 
Yours truly, Orance WHITE. 


Nimtsvinuz, Minn., Dec. 21, 1892. 
Mr. Eprror: Please find inclosed $2. 
Send Tue Trurs SEEKER for six months 
to the new subscriber inclosed. For the 
balance, fifty cents, send me the ‘‘ Order 
of Creation.” Please send catalog of your 
books. Pavr Smron. - 

Sunset, Tex., Dec. 30, 1892. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find $2, for which 
send your paper as directed. Both men 
are Liberals and will stay with the paper. 
This is three subscribers I hav sent you 
this year. I am going to beat that next 

year—if I can. JOSEPH A. HEARN. 


Perra, Ia., Dee. 11, 1892. 
Mr. Enrror: Inclosed find $10 for new 
subscribers. We hav deferred our renewal 
from June 1st to the present time trying 
to get up a $2-rate club, and hav failed in 
one name. I advance the $10 myself and 
collect off the other parties. Success to 

Freethought. H. M. Fisx. 


Beru HrrnrTs, O., Dec. 22, 1892. 
Mr. Eprtor: Please send me your paper 
for one year. I am a new-comer to your 
list. Will you please tell me if you hava 
book called ‘‘ Leaves of Grass,” and also 
the price? Mrs. E. BRUNDAGE. 
[The price of ‘‘ Leaves of Grass” is $2. 
We keep it for sale.— Ep. T. 8.] 


DESDEMONA, Tex., Nov. 19, 1892. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find post-office or- 
der for $14.12 for four new subscribers and 
my renewal, and the books named. I am 
shaking up the dry bones in these parts. 
Iam always alive to Freethought. Lib- 
erals, work for the cause,‘and let us down 

priestcraft! | Yours for freedom, 
ALFRED H. GRALL. 


FrEDOoNL, N. Y., Nov. 8. 292. 
Mr, Eprtor: I durst not withhold my 
suscription for fear that it might cause 
THE TRUTH SEEKER to relax its grip it 


now has on Old Superstition in the same 
proportion, As we become more and 
more united our grip is firmer and the 
breath of Superstition grows shorter and 
weaker. We will fight it out on this line 
if it takes a lifetime. What say you? 
Puiny SMITH, 


OxatHe, Kan., Dec. 16, 1892. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed please find $5 for 
the following order: Your paper for one 
year to me, a new subscriber, $3; ‘‘ Force 
and Matter,” by Dr. L. Biichner, $1.50; 
‘ Age of Reason,” by T. Paine, 25 cents; 
“Six Lectures on Astronomy,” by Prof. 
R. A. Proctor, 15 cents; ‘‘ Evolution The- 
ory,” lectures by Prof. T. Huxley, 10 

cents. Jonn P. Lamasney. 


Howrog, Quez., Dee. 27, 1892. 
Mr. Epitor: My subscript‘on expires 
with the year, and as I expect to continue 
to liv next year I must renew. Inclosed 
is $5—$3 for Tan TRUTH SERKER, $1 a 
present to Tam TRUTH SEEKER, 50 cents 
for a book as per inclosed clipping. Keep 
the remaining 50 cents to my credit. I 
will order extra copies of Tae TRUTH 
SEEKER when certain letters appear in it. 

Yours, Omas. LAPERCHE. 


Vinerann, N. J., Dec. 30, 1892. 
Mr. Enrror: Inclosed I send you $5 to 
pay for your paper from Jan. 1, 1898, to 
Jan. 1, 1895. Ihav taken it from its first 
number, and the Boston Investigator for 
near fifty years, and expect to while I liv. 
If you do not hear from me before the 
time paid for expires, please stop my pa- 
per then, for I am almost eighty-three 
and may pass in my checks before that 
time, though I hope to circulate more 
tracts and books before leaving for good. 

Accept my best wishes. J. S. SHEPARD. 


Etwoop, N. J., Nov. 28, 1892. 
Mr. Epor: Please find inclosed 
express money order for $1.20 for the fol- 
lowing matter: Taz TRUTH SEEKER for 
three months, commencing with the first 
November number, 75 cents; ‘‘ What Must 
We Do To Be Saved?” by Ingersoll, 25 
cents; ‘‘Christianity a Reward for 
Crime,” by O. B. Whitford, M.D., 10 
cents; ‘‘Why Don’t He Lend a Hand, and 
Other Agnostic Poems,” by S. P. Putnam, 
10 cents. Also please send list of all your 
reading-matter. Please send as soon as 

possible and oblige, 
Winuiam W. MILLARD. 


GALVESTON, Tex., Dec. 22, 1892. 
Mr. Epitor: Having had strange and 
peculiar views concerning religion, a'd 
happening to meeta gentleman who was a 
subscriber to Tue TRUTH SEEKER, I 
borrowed a few copies, and was very 
fairly pleased, asI found a good many 
ideas snd items in it which were a good 
deal to my own way of thinki-g—alth ugh 
Thad never read any work which con- 
flicted with religion. So I herewith in- 
close $3, for which you will please send 
one year’s subscription. Also, find $2 
for which you will send the following 

pamphlets, JOBN J. RAPHAEL. 


GaARRETTSVILLE, O., Dec. 30, 1892. 
Mr. Enrror: Inclosed find post-office 
order for $3 for Tae TRUTH SEEKER for 
another year. I should hav renewed 
before this date, but hav been fishing for 
subscribers, throwing out TRUTH SEEKERS 
for bait. I guess they like the bait, but 
few ever come back to me. I was quite 
sure of one, but when I pulled in the line 
the bait was gone and not a damned fish 
on the hook. I am almost eighty-four 
years old, and realize that I am failing 
physically and mentally; still I intend to 
fish on, hoping to yet pull some up into 
clearer water. 
Yours for truth and justice, 
A. ©. LAKE. 


Barre, Mass , Dec. 28, 1892. 

Mr. Eprror: Inclosed please find $3.50 
for renewal of my paper for 1893, and 
«Old Testament Stories Comically Illus- 
trated.” I havread every number of your 
paper since its first four issues—nineteen 
sears—and do not intend to giv it up 
while you are ‘‘death on” Catholicism, 
the Bible in the schools, Sunday closing 
of the Exposition, to say nothing of the 
numerous other bad things you condemn 
and good things you advocate. 

Trejoice that the ‘‘ Holy Bible Abridged ” 


Se 
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is in such good demand, for all who read 
its ‘‘sacred pages” will be convinced that 
` it is the filthiest book in existence—though 
every word in it is Bible—and because it is 
an easy reference for all the obscene pas- 
sages in ‘‘God’s most holy wora.” 
Erra E. Grzson. 


the reason and excited the enthusiasm of 
men and women. Rourea BRETTELL. 


FLAGSTAFF, ARIZ., Dec. 28, 1892. ` 

Mr. Eprror: Herewith I send you $10 
to renew my subscription for TRE TRUTH 
SEEKER another year, also to pay for four 
new subscribers to the same. I might add 
that I find among the business men and 
best-educated people of this town a very 
strong tendency toward Freethought and 
most Liberal and enlightened ideas. 
Witches, Holy Ghosts, Gods, and devils 
evidently hav long since been to them a 
thing of the past, but policy, seemingly 
another kind of ignorance, prevents these 
powerful minds from expressing their true 
though's to the public and subscribing 
for Tue TRUTH Sezxer. May the time 
soon come, however, when this great 
curse to humanity, superstition, will find 
its ranks weakened by educating and 
training the people to reasovable, sensible, 
and true ideas until every priest will hav 
become ashamed of his calling or be com- 
pelled to seek more fertil fields to reap a 
harvest to support himself and a great por- 
tion of his dupes in idleness, is the wish of 

Yours truly, ©. A. NicHozs. 


Canrrin, IA., Dec. 21, 1892. 
Mr. Eprror: I send you to-day $2.50 for 
a book entitled ‘‘ Antiquity Unveiled.” 
Price, $1.50. The other $1 to go on my 
subscription. This is a hard town on be- 
lief. You hav to believe what those min- 
isters preach or elsa go to hell. The 
Campbellites and Methodists hav been hold- 
ing forth for three weeks. The Method- 
ists hav quit with three additions to the 
church, but the Campbellites are still going 
for the water. They put me in mind of 
beavers. You know that they build their 
huts under water and of course hav to en- 
ter the door in the hut under water. 
Alas, the Campbellites hav to follow suit, 
or lose a trick. ` It is to my mind absurd 
to think that God is good to all alike here 
on this earth but as quick as the breath 
leaves you turns against you just because 
you did not giv one of his agents your 
hand and say ‘‘ My redeemer liveth.” 
One of my good Christian friends asked 
me the other day why I did not become 
a Christian. I told him in politics I was a 
Republican, and when it came to God and 
religion I was a Granger. ‘‘ Why,” says 
he, ‘‘how is that?” ‘‘Why,” says I, ‘it 
is this way—what little business I hav 
with God I will attend to myself.” He 

put off. He has not spoken to me since. 

Yours always, ALEX. Frx. 


Tappan, O., Nov. 11, 1892. 

Mr. Eprror: I hav neither religion nor 
’ politics, And before I vote for Ingersoll 
I would like him or some one to explain 
the difference between tithes and taviff. 
` Iclaim that tariff is only another name 
for tithes. Tithes reduced Italy to a 
crank-organ and Germany to a mouth- 
organ, and tariffs reduced England to a 
hovel of paupers and a House of Lords, 
and reduced America toa nation of tramps 
and a mansion of devils. I would as lief 
be ruled by the king’s club as ruined by 
the president’s bayonet. I would as soon 
be Jeff Davis’s negro as Pierce’s blood- 
hound, Lincoln’s bulldog, or Grant’s 
yellow pup. I would rather pay tithes, 
tenths, to a priest’s God, than tariff, fifty 
per cent, to a politician’s devil. 

Inclosed find $5, for which date my tab 
two years forward. Simon SMITE. 


Houurroop, Kan., Dec. 29, 1892. 
Mr. Evrror: Inclosed find draft for $5. 
Please send your paper for one year, com- 
mencing with the first number in Janu- 
ary. Also send ‘‘Men, Women, and 
' Gods,” and the Bible Picture Book. I 
hav read a few copies of your paper and I 
think it is a wonderful eye-opener. Long 
may it liv. Your paper was shown to me 
by Johu P. Durr, one of your subscribers, 
and one of the most free-minded men in 
America, who is in possession of a Bible 
which is a hundred and fifty-three years 
old and was translated by Dr. Martin 
Luther. Why are they changing the 
Bible? Mr. Durr and I are trying to do 
something toward Freethought. We need 
your support, hence our subscription. 
We are the only two outspoken Free- 
thinkers here among the Catholics, Ger- 
man Lutherans, Baptists, and Methodists. 
You will hear from us again. 
Awaiting your paper, I am, 
Yours truly, J. A. PAULL. 


OswrGo, N. Y., Jan. 1, 293. 

Mr. Eprror: I many, many times get 
mad at the damned cowardly Freethink- 
ers of Oswego. Last winter I tried hard 
to raise interest enough to hav Mr. John 
E. Remsburg lecture here, but I could 
not. But this winter I think Iam sure of 
him. I hav far more encouragement. If 
I was not pluck to the last drop I should 
get discouraged and drop the fight. Iam 
disgusted with Freethinkers of Oswego, 
and thousands all over the country. 
There are many books you advertise I 
want, but I cannot spare the price of 
them. If there is any other man in Os- 
wego that takes your paper I wish I had 
his name. I would call on him. There 
are more than twenty professing Infidels 
here, and some of them are very rich. 
They should help more. I many times 
wonder why the workers do not get dis- 
couraged and stop work. I know I should 
if it were not for educating myself. I hav 
done my best in trying to get up a liter- 
ary club, but ‘‘no go.” 

JASPER J. BROWN. 


CRAWFORD, Mics., Dec 22, 1892. 

Mr. Eprror: Please send your paper to 
the following address for one year. In- 
closed find $3 in payment of the same. I 
am a new subscriber. Please state 
through the columns of your paper what 
the Secular Union is doing in the inter- 
est of Liberty, a8 I am unable to learn 
through the secular press, your paper, or 
the Sentinel, that they hav done anything. 
We hav an organized foe in every church 
organization—in every Women’s Temper- 
ance Union, and every Young Men’s 
Christian Association and Sabbath- 
school Union. Our foes are using these 
organizations for the purpose of suppress- 
ing the Liberty of thought, the liberty 
of conscience, the liberty of speech, and 
the liberty of the press. And while they 
are organized, the Liberals, as far as I 
can learn, are wholly unorganized. Can 
we expect to cope with an organized foe 
while we the Liberals act singly all over 
the land? There are many Atheists and 
Liberals all over this section of the coun- 
try, but many of them are poor and un- 
able to pay $3 a year for a paper. They 
are all asking us to wake up, but was there 
ever an army, a successful one, without a 
leader and thorough organization? Now, 
I hav reason to believe there are more 
Liberals in the land than there are church 
tyrants, and would it not be well to form 
organizations in every city, town, village, 
and hamlet, and thereby be in shape to 
speak to our legislators, our Congressmen, 
and our Senate, and make it impossible 
for such things as Parkhurst and his in- 
quisitors to exist? Poor as we are, I 
believe we might maintain a reasonable 
number of lectures if we were properly 
organized, and also a number of Liberal 
papers. Or is there no patriotism, no 


Roouesrer, N. Y., Jan. 1, 1893. 

Me. Eprror: A few weeks since one of 
the friends put forth the idea that it would 
be a good thing to build a monument in 
honor of Colonel Ingersoll while he was 
still living. I second the motion, but the 
best monument that can be built in his 
honor need not be either stone or bronze, 
but a determination on the part of each of 
us that we will do all we possibly can to 
support the Liberal papers now in exist- 
ence and assist the lecturers now in the 
field. The Secular Union, the Free- 
thought Federation, to hav Sunday- 
schools for the young wherever it is 
possible, and endeavor to the utmost 
extent of our power to draw out the social 
and sympathetic feelings which should 
form a part of the religion of humanity. 
This action on the part of each of us will 
be the best monument that can be erected 
in honor of Colonel Ingersoll, and-he will 
be enabled while he livs to see that his 
words hav not been in vain, but hav aroused 


love of liberty, in Liberalism? If there 
is not, let us seek safety under the cloak 
of churchism before the storm arives. I 
am an old man and nearly bedridden. 


Wroriam C. Decker. 
[We are not aware that the Secular 


Union is doing anything.—Ep. T. S.] 


Mturorp, Mass., Dec. 23, 1892. 
Mr. Eprror: J. D. Fulton preached in 


Music Hall, Boston, Sunday, December 
4th, on “The Good and Bad in Colonel 
Ingersoll’s Work.” 
soll’s description of the Inquisition ought 
to be studied by the people that seem bent 
on glorifying Romanism. 
tion of Romanism as Voltaire knew and 


He said: ‘‘Inger- 


His descrip- 


fought it is matchless. I suppose if there 


is one thing Ingersoll would dislike to do, 
itis to help God, and yet for some inex- 


plicable reasun he has said the worst and 
truest things against Romanism of any- 
one of the century. Itis not unlikely he 
has done this that he might strike the re- 
ligion of Christ under pretense of assault- 
ing superstition.” Such an acknowledg- 
ment of good is worse than the bad can 
be, as no pretense was needed, Fulton and 
the pope both living on the sweat of su- 
perstition. j ° 

Yes; superstition is the Christian Yahoo's 


curse 
That strips the flock to cram the parson’s 
purse. 

Fulton said the Chicago Tribune did 
not publish that Voltaire fell in love 
and to the girl he wrote: ‘‘Do not ex- 
pose yourself to the fury of your mother. 
You know what she is capable of. You 
hav experienced it too well. Tell her you 
hav forgotten me; then after telling her 
that, love me all the more.” Fulton said: 
“ In this utterance, Colonel Ingersoil says, 
we find the keynote of the character of 
Voltaire; and he, the son of a Presbyterian 
minister, went from New York to Chicago 
to praise a liar and to find fault with min- 
isters for not doing the same. Christian- 
ity makes men tell the truth if they suffer 
for it.” 
country to praise a liar? Paul is reported 
to hav said (Rom. iii, 7): ‘‘ For if the 
truth of God hath more abounded 
through my lie unto his glory why yet am 
I also adjudged a sinner?” Was Paula 
liar? 

Acts xxi. 39. Acts xxii, 27. 
Paul said, I am a; Then the chief 
man which am a Jew | captain came, and 
of Tarsus, a city in| sid unto him, Tell 
Cilicia, a citizen of; me, art thou a Ro- 
no mean city. man? He said, Yea. 
Hudibras said: 

For the skints may do the same thing by 
The spirit in sincerity, 

Which other men are tempted to, 

And at the devil’s instance do; 

And yet the actions be contrary, 

Just as the saints, and wicked very. 

Tue TRUTH SEEKER began the year with 
a new dress and a more modern make- 
up, although in sore need of money dne on 
subscriptions. Has the change improved 
the financial standing of Tar TRUTH 
Srzxer? Jn every other respect it is first- 
class. You hav assumed the responsibility 
of the ‘‘ business end,” and the old stale 
problem confronts you yet—how to get an 
honest dollar out of so-called Liberals. 
Thanksgiving has passed, and what did vou 
hav to be thankful for? Certainly not for 
those overdue subscriptions from ‘‘ Lib- 
erals,” as the editorial of the first TRUTH 
SEEKER after Thanksgiving showed. Har- 
rison’s message said God stayed the chol- 
er:—perhaps he kept Liberals from meet- 
ing an hovfest obligation to an honest 
paper The last paper says: ‘Top 
TRUTH SEEKER has received so little 
money during the past summer that the 
large bills referred to hav accumulated, 
and the persons to whom we owe them 
want their money.” If those ‘‘ Liberal” 
subscribers hav any of the milk of human 
kindness it is not unreasonable to infer 
that many of them could relieve your 
troubles by being good to themselvs on 
the plan advised by the best life insur- 
ance companies: 

The price each day of a single beer 

Will pay insurance through the year; 

And one cigar a day the less 

Insures your life and happiness. 

Inclosed find $7 to renew my subscrip- 
tion till Jan. 1, 1894, also Henry Willard’s 
to the same date, and $1 to belp the ‘‘ busi- 
ness end.” CHARLES C. JOHNSON, 


Does Fulton travel all over the 


OrooxstoN, Minn., Jan. 2, 1893. 
Mr. Eprrog: John R. Charlesworth has 


come and gone, and while he was here we 
had a lively time. 
most eloquent and forcible speaker, but as 
a debater he surpasses himself. 
second evening he lectured here the 
Baptist sky-pilot at this place, the man of 
God who is conceded the ablest and best 
talker of allthe divines in the whole city, 
came up with the Bible under his arm, 
and when the lecture was over he was 
filed with the Holy Ghost and showed 
fight at once. 
marks the man of God claimed that the 
Bible was the infallible word of God, and 
that it was the purest, the holiest, and the 
most sublime book that ever could be 
revealed to man, and that no book has yet 
been found that can compare with it. 
urged upon all to take the Bible and read 
it from end to end. And as a most con- 
clusiv argument he claimed that nobody 


Mr. Charlesworth is a 


The 


In the course of his re- 


He 


could limit God almighty. 

To this Mr. Charlesworth answered 
that he would join with the reverend gen- 
tleman in urging everybody to take the 
Bible and read it from end to end, as 
there was no book he knew of that 
would make so many Freethinkers as this 
very book. It was for a great part the 
meanest and the most obscene book ever 
printed. It was too obscene to be read 
aloud in an assembly of decent people, 
and he defied the reverend gentleman to 
open the Bible he held under his arm 
and read Gen. xxxviii to the audience 
without the blush of shame over- 
mantling his face. As to limiting 
God almighty, he asked the man of 
God if God could make a clock strike 
less than one, if he could make a two- 
year-old colt in a day, if he could make a 
body that he could not himself lift, and a 
number of other questions. The sky-pilot 
got confused. He did not dare read Gen. 
xxxviii, and in his dilemma he turned pale 
asa sheet. After afew minutes of trem- 
bling and despair he gathered himself up 
again, and with the assistance of Jesus 
Christ and the Holy Ghost he opened his 
Bible and found a place where the Holy 
Ghost himself had treated such offensiv 
questioners. He proclaimed that God did 
not care about wise men after the flesh, 
and that the Holy Ghost had answered 
those that would search into and question 
the mysteries of God with ‘‘ Thou fool!” 
Having pronounced his ‘‘ Thou fool!” this 
disciple and witness of Christ took to his 
hat and went for the door. Mr. Charles- 
worth asked him to wait, as it would not 
require more than five minutes to reply to 
him, and he would better stay and listen to 
it. No, the Caristly man could not wait, 
he had some appointments to fill and he 
had to go. Seeing there was no use in 
arguing on this point, Mr. Charlesworth 
started at once with his reply, and to the 
surprise of ths audience the reverend 
gentleman stopped and listened to it. 

In substance Charlesworth said: If God 
did not care about wise men after the 
flesh, why did he make them? According 
to'the Bible Christ himself said that ‘‘ Who- 
soever shall say, Thou fool, shall be in 
danger of hell-fire,” and if Christ, there- 
fore, is to be relied on, the Holy Ghost 
too is in danger of hell-fire. = 

The discussion lasted about one hour, 
and I never saw a man collapse so wretch- 
edly as this preacher did. Armed with the 
Bible as he was, and filled with the Holy 
Ghost and faith in Jesus Christ as he 
claimed, it availed nothing. The little 
giant of Freethought routed him on every 
point and put him to an ignominious 
flight. Trembling and pale he gave up 
the discussion, and when the meeting was 
over and ladies and gentlemen wanted 
to pass out the minister was so confused 


that he did not notice he stood right in the 
doorway and obstructed the passage, and 
his attention had to be called to it three or 
four times before he became aware of the 
fact. Then he was in no harry to fill his 
talked-of appointments. On the contrary, 
he stood by the door and tried to dis- 
tribute some tracts to the passers-by, rO 
he was of the last ones to leave the hall, 
thereby convincing everyone present that 
his appointments were a lie; so he suc- 
ceeded nicely iu adding to his utter de- 
feat a willful priestly faleshood. Thus 
this meeting served wonderfully to open 
the eyes of many about these holy im- 
postors and heavenly vipers. 
Oxs E. Hagen, 
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@hildren’s Gorner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wixon, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communica- 
tions for this Corner should be sent. 


“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
é When the night a beginning to lower, 
omes a pause in the day’s occu 
That known as the Children's Hour.” | 


Bells of the New Year. 


How the mellow bells peal to-night! 
Their echoes sound so dear 

To the patient watchman yonder, 
As he records the dying year. 


The great white brow how wrinkled 

- With toil and care and strife— 

Would you know his age and name? 
"Tis Time; the dispenser of life. 


See! the aged hand is writing 
The accomplishments of man. 
Above the eons of ages past 
is inscribed—‘* He who can.” 


Oh, ye weary bells, toll on! 
_ Awakening memory so dear. 
~ "Tis the close of Time’s short day, 
“ - Tis the close of man’s long year. 


One sharp peal, my ear it thrills, 
Echoes dying at midnight day, 

Like the notes of a joyful June, 
O’er the meadows far away. 


Then comes piping forth a lay 
Of hopeful joy so full and clear, 
In memory of long years past, 
Joyful notes of a glad new year. 


` Time, looking up so wearily, 
Turns the immortal pages o’er, 

“No rest here for a sage like me, 
Toil on, toil on for ages more.” 


Again, upon the new-born page 
His glorious record to scan, 
Wrinkled Time patiently writes 
The noblest deeds of man. 


-Canon City, Col. ORELLA LOCKE. 


ponon 


Mounds in Cowley County, Kan. 


Mounds are numerous in Cowley county. 
The most important of these is located on 
a bill on the Wright farm just north of Ar- 
kansas City. This mound is probably the 
largest ever discovered in the state. Itis 
about two hundred feet in diameter at the 
base and about twenty-five feet in hight. 
It is quite conical in shape. At each car- 
dinal point on the sides of the mound is a 
stone slab, each slab being of a different 
color. No attempt to open it has been 
made except by two students, who under- 
took to tunnel through it from side to 
side, After working half a day and find- 
ing the earth fairly baked, they aban- 
doned the work. One of these students 
relates that when a small boy he took oc- 
casion to visit the mound quite often for 


the purpose of throwing the peculiar” 


stones that were found on its summit, as 
these stones were just the right size to 
throw. This is singular, for nowhere else 
in the surrounding country could similar 
stones be found. Unfortunately, how- 
ever, all thése hav fallen prey to the 
schoolboy’s sport. The young man who 
related the above is very honest and his 
word is not to be questioned. A great 
many shell beads and large quantities of ore 
blossom hav been found on the mound, 
the latter having probably been carried 
there from the mountains. 

Dr. James Young, an archeologist from 
Ohio, while visiting in Arkansas City sev- 
eral years ago, observed a number of 
mounds along the Arkansas and Walnut 
rivers. There are also several south of 
town on the opposit side of the river, and 
. still more just east of town on Grouse 
creek. None of these mounds hay ever 
been disturbed, except two on Walnut 
river, which were opened by Mr. Reinsch. 
They contained nothing but pottery frag- 
ments, flint chips, charcoal, bones, and 
arrow-points, These mounds were about. 
thirty feet in diameter and were originally 
‘between three and four feet in hight. 
Mr. Reinsch found a hollowed mortar, or 
grinding-stone, in the vicinity of these 
mounds. It is made from whitish lime- 
stone. 

Just south of Maple City there are some 
mounds which, from all appearances, were 
opened many years ago and the contents 
taken, except once in a while an arrow- 
point is found in the dirt that was thrown 
out. Large trees are now growing on this 
dirt. Old settlers are inclined to believe 
that the mounds were opened by the early 
Jesuits or their followers. 

Qro, J, Remssure. 


Chats With Correspondents. 

Ssartorr M. H., Artzona.—Your inter- 
esting article will appear soon. Be patient. 
Always glad to hear from you. 

Joun D.—Do not be discouraged. This 
world is improving all the time. As the 
boy said when asked if he did not want to 
go to heaven, ‘‘No, Detroit is good enough 
for me.” So we can make.this world good 
enough for anybody to livin. When all 
hay plenty of wholesome food, warm 
clothes, comfortable shelter, and can livin 
peace with each other, then there will be 
an approach toward a very good sort of 
heaven on earth. 

Gro. J. Remssurc.—Thanks for kind 
congratulations, and your interest in the 
Corner. We are pleased always to note 
your progress, and congratulate you on 
your responsible position on the staff of 
the Champion. We hav prophesied that 
your qualities of mind are calculated to 
bring you to distinction and success. Be 
careful of your physical health, as so much 
in life depends upon a sound physical 
foundation.—Ep. ©. C.] 


a 


Correspondence. 


Wooprann, Mo., Dec. 24, 1892. 
Dear Miss Wixon: This is the first time 
I hav written to the Corner. I ama boy 
eleven years old, and I livon a farm in 
Missouri. My father takes the paper and 
I like to read the Children’s Corner. I go 
to school every day. I study grammar, 
arithmetic, and geography. I guess I 
will close. Wishing good luck to Tue 
TRUTH SEEKER, Your friend, 
DELBERT SEAR. 


[We hope this will not be the last letter 
from our friend. Study hard and learn 
all you can. Education is better than 
gold.—Ep. C. C.] 


ArcHison, Kan., Dec. 18, 1892. 

Miss Wrxon, Kind Friend and Teacher: 
I see by the papers that you hav been 
reélected a member of the Fall River 
school board, and I wish to extend to you 
my heartiest congratulations, 

I inclose a short article descriptiv of 
the mounds in Cowley county, Kan., 
thinking it would be of interest to some. 
of the readers of the Corner. I notice 
that a number of our Corner friends are 
interested in archeology. ; 

I wish I could get time to write to you 
and the Corner friends more often, but I 
am working on the Daily Champion here 
as assistant city editor, and consequently 
am kept very busy. Nevertheless, I hav 
not lost interest in the Corner, and never 
will. With best wishes, 

Your sincere friend, 
Gzo. J. REMSBURG. 
TURNER, ORE., Dec. 22, 1892. 

EDITOR CHILDREN’S CORNER: T thought 
I would write to the Corner again. 

We are having our first snowstorm. I 
want to run and play and wallow in the 
snow, but I guess I had better not. 

We hav flowersin bloom out of doors, 
if they are all covered with snow. 

There is going to be a Christmas tree in 
the Baptist church here ; also a dance in 
the Masons’ Hall on Friday before Christ- 
mas, 

There are not any outspoken Free- 
thinkers in Turner but my pana and 
mamma. We take the only TRUTH SEEKER 
that is taken in Turner. There was a pro- 
tracted meeting going on in the Methodist 
Episcopal church across the street. They 
hav been going on with their meetings for 
nearly three weeks, but finally stopped, 
with but two soles or souls saved. 

Wishing you all a Merry Christmas and 
Happy New Year, 

I remain truly yours, 
Katie D. MATTESON. 


[Yery glad to hear from Katie once 
more.—Ep. C.C.] ` 


Hector, Arx., Dec. 18, 1892. 

Dzar Miss Wrxon: As my education is 
quite light, the readers of this piece need 
not expect to catch any new words, or to 
get an over-gorge of information. I like 
to read the Children’s Corner, and 
alter so longa time hav concluded to add 
one to your number of writers. 

My father has taken the dear old TRUTH 
SEEKER for fourteen years, and he could 
no more do without it than a preacher 
could do without telling a lie, The 
saints (?) had a big hallelujah time at this 
place last summer, and about ninety-five 
said by their actions that they were tired 
of sin. Their sins were washed off in a 
small creek near by, washing down against 
a water-gap, tearing it loose. 

I guess the little preacher John Williams 
imagins himself almost as great as Sam 
Jones, the saint (?). 

The preacher says he is coming up this 
week to spoil our Christmas for ts with 
his heavenly cries. If he should come to 


meddle with our innocent sport, and the 
waste was not too great, the boys ought to 
bedrabble his suit, . 
Iwas out yesterday to the young people’s 
prayer-meeting, and heard the doleful old 
tunes which always bring the juice from a 
believer’s eye, and cause the corners of his 
mouth to drop down and the skin to 


wrinkle across his face. . 
I will turn the string loose for this time, 
as I must go onto school. WhenI get my 


head filled up I will write again. Hoping 
this will miss the waste-basket, I remain - 
Yours for Freethought, 
Jno. B. HALE. 
JERVISPORT, Ky., Dec. 22, 1892. 

Miss Susan H. Wrxon: I want to write 
to you a conversation I had with a Roman 
Catholic friend. I handed him a sermon, 
or letter, delivered in New York by H. O. 
Pentecost, on ‘‘An English Monk,” then 
in New York preaching to save souls and 
collecting money for the ministry in 
Wales. My friend said, ‘‘You read, I 
will listen.” Hoe said, ‘‘ That lecture is all 
right.” He then said: ‘‘Mr.Smith, [hav 
heard you talk your religion ever since I 
was a boy. I then thought your ideas 
were good; now I knowit. But you are 
the only one on earth I would say so to.” 
‘Why so, my friend?” ‘‘ Because if I 
were to tell a Protestant he would make 
capital out of it for his religion. IfI were 
to tell a Catholic my wife might hear it, 
and if I were to die before her the priests 
would mob her and our children and take 
what we hav worked hard for.” This 
good man was brought up in a creed. He 
is all his life a prisoner. Will God thank 
him for being a slave? Is it nota fact 
that his country needs all the best things 
he can do for her? Afterward I asked 
why he had not made an effort to free his 
wife and children. He said: ‘‘My dear 
sir, you can’t understand my troubles—a 
priest coming around—I could not afford 
to cross my wife, the mother of my chil- 
dren. IfI ever could it is too late now.” 
My friend was raised a slave. How many 
are in the same boat! 

I think it was Mr. Paine who said, 
**Time, opportunity, and the ambition of 
some and the weakness of others do every- 
thing in this world.” My friend did not 
take time by the forelock. Now he can 
not. Good fellow, but I cannot help him. 

GEORGE SMITH. 

Norra Hyper Par, Vr., Dec. 24, 1892. 

Dear Miss Wrxon: I hav been a reader 
of the Children’s Corner for some time, 
and hav enjoyed it very much, especially 
your article ‘‘ Across the Atlantic.” 

My uncle takes Tue TRUTH SEEKER, and 
he and my father value it gts highly. 

Iam now attending the Johnson Nor- 

mal School, about five miles from this 
town. 
During the past week, a Baptist preacher, 
by the name of Macgeorge, has been 
holding meetings at Johnson. There was 
a great excitement, and a great many peo- 
ple, including nearly all of the students, 
went ‘‘to Christ.” 

In the course of his talks Mr, Macgeorge 
said a great deal against Infidels, and Mr. 
Ingersoll especially. He made cne state- 
ment of which Iam rather doubtful. It 
was to this effect, as I understand it. Mr. 
Ingersoll was to debate with a preacher, 
and just as the time came when the talk 
was to begin, Mr. Ingersoll got so intoxi- 
cated that it was several days before the 
debate could goon. He also affirmed that 
Mr. Ingersoll was beaten. 

I did not hear the gentleman say this, 
but it was told me by a young lady who 
heard him say it.. 

Will you please tell me if Mr. Ingersoll 
is a man of intemperate habits? 

Hoping to hear from you soon, I am, 

Yours truly, BERYL HARRINGTON. 


{Revival ministers generally carry about 
so many falsehoods as part of their stock 
in trade. Little dogs bay at the moon. 
The ignorant and narrow-minded are apt 
to attack the noble and good whose opin- 
ions differ from their own. The beloved 
leader of Freethought, Colonel Ingersoll, 
is not a man of intemperate habits, and 
it is well known that he never was and 
never can be beaten in any religious de- 
bate. He is as a star in the sky compared 
to the little tallow-candle of a minister 
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importance. Mr. Conway has personally searched 
such records, in Europe and America, and has 
obtained from these fresh light, not. only on 
Paine, but on various eminent figures in Ameri- 
can and European history with whom he was 
associated. Alarge amount of unpublished cor- 
respondence has been included in the volumes. 

r. Conway says in his Preface: “In the labori- 
ous work of searching out the real Paine I hav 
found a general appreciation of its’ importance, 
and it will be seenin the following pages that 

enerous assistance has been rendered by Eng- 

sh clergymen, by official persons in Europe and 
America, by persons of all beliefs and no beliefs. 

n noinstance have I been impeded by any preju- 
dice, religious or political. The ctrators of 
archives, private collectors, owners of important 
documents bearing on the subject, have wel- 
comed my effort to bring thetruth to light.” 


Two vols., royal oct., gilt top, portraits, $5. 
. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 00. 


Priestly Celibacy Exposed, 


By Bev. G. T. Fox, M.A. 
Price, 15 cents. Address this office. 


RAYON Piir & 


Testimonials from prominent Freethinkers. 
Akiras B. È. Gonn Sawyer, len. 


The Truth Seeker Library, 


The World’s Sages, Thinkers, and Re- 
formers. The Biographies of three hun- 
dred of the most distinguished teachers and 

hilosophers (who were not Christians), from 
the time of Menu to the present. By D. M. Ben- 
nett. 1,075 pe es, 8yo. Cloth, $3; leather, $4; 
morocco, gilt edges, $4.50. 


The Champions of the Church: Their 
Crimes and Persecutions. Biographical 
sketches of prominent Christians. compan- 
ion book to “ The World’s Bages, eto, By D.M. 
Bennett. 8vo, 1,119 pages. orocco, gilt edges. 
Price, $4 50. 


The Gods and Religions of Ancient and 
Modern Times. Vol. I gives a full ac- 
count of all the gods the nations of the earth 
have worshiped, imoluding, Jehovah, Satan, the 
Holy Ghost, Jesus Christ irgin Mary, and, the 
Bible. 835 pages, 8vo. Vol. describes fully 
all religious systema of the world, including 
Judaism, Mohammedanism, and, Christianity; 
the latter occupying 872, pee being fully gone 
into, 949 pages. By D. M. Bennett. rit- 
ten in prison at Albany. _ In cloth, $8 per vol- 
ume, or $5for the two volumes; in leather, $7; 
in morocco, gilt edges, $8. 


Supernatural Religion. An inquiry into 

the reality of divine revelation. Decidedly the 

most thorough and exhaustive work on the 
claims of supernaturalisin ever written. By F. 
W. Newman, Emeritus Professor of the London 
University. 1,115 pages, 8vo. In cloth, $4; 
leather, $5; morocco, gilt edges, $5.50. 


The Great Works of Thomas Paine. 
Including The Age of Reason, Examination of 
Prophecies, Reply to Bishop of Llandaff, Let- 
ters to Mr. Erskine, Essay on Dreams, Letter 
to Camille Jordan, The Religion of Deism, 
Common Sense, The Crisis, and the Tights of 
Man; the whole preceded by the Life of Paine, 
and a steel-plate portrait. 800 pages, 8vo. 
Cloth, $3; leather, $4; morocco, gilt edges, 
4.50. . 


Analysis of Religious Belief. An ex- 
amination of the Creeds, Rites, and Sacred 
writings of the World. By Viscount Amberley, 
son of the late Lord John Russell, twice Pre- 
mier of England. Complete from the London 
edition. 745 pages, 8vo. In cloth, $3. 


The foregoing volumes are called “The Truth 
Seeker Library.” If all are ordered together and 
sent by express, one dollar will be deducted from 
the price of each. 


Creed of Christendom. 


lts Foundatlon Contrasted with Its Superstructure, 
By W. R. GREG. 
Complete in 1 vol, 12mo, svepp., $1.50. 


30 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, JANUARY 14 1893. 


D. M. BENNETT S WORKS. 


ADDBESS THE TRUTH SEEKER OFFICE. 


A Truth Seeker Around the World. Fou 
large volumes. With steel-plate engraving of 
the author in Vol. I,and each volume illustrated 
with forty-seven cuts. Handsomely bound j7 
red cloth, $6.50. 


The World’s Sages, Thinkers, and Re. 
formers. 1,075 pages, 8vo. Cloth 
$8.00; leather, $4.00: morocco. riit edges. $4.50 

fhe Humphrey-Bennett Discussion. A 
debate on Christianity and Infidelity between 
D. M. Bennett and Rev. G. H. Humphrey. This 
book has had a very large sale, and is a splendid 


work for Freethinkers_to loan to tian 
neighbors. 650 pages. Price, $1. 
Bennett-Teed Discussion. Between D. M. 


Bennett and Cyrus Romulus R. Teed. Jesus the 
Lord Goa Creator of Heaven and Eart. Paper 
cents. r 


What Objections to Christianity? A dis- 
cussion between D, M. Bennett and G. M, Mair, 
divided into the following theses: 1. Christian- 
tty is neither new nor original, heing borrowed 
or copied from much older systems of religion 
2. Miracles and supernatural achievements haye 
been as fully and truly ascribed to other teach- 
ers and founders of religion as to Jesus. 8. The 
atory of Jesus and his mission in the world is 
torical; it is not corroborated by contem- 
poraneous history. Bennett affirms; Mair de- 
aoe This is an exhaustive discussion. Price, 
Trial of D., M. Bennett in the United 
States Circuit Court upon the charge of depos- 
iting prohibited matter in the mail. This gives 
af istory of this celebrated case, and shows 
what monstrous injustice was erpetrated upon 
Mr. Bennett. Price, cloth, 75 cts.; paper, 50 cts. 


An Open Letter to Jesus Christ. 5 cts, 


Deacon Skidmore’s Letters. First Dea 
eon of Zion Hill Baptist church, giving many 
ehurch incidents and his evolution from Chris 
tianit to Liberalism. Paper, 50 cents; cloth 

cents. 


The Book of Chronicles of the Pilgrims 
in the Land of Yahweh: also the Epistle 
oka the Apostle to the Truthseekerr 

The First Epistle of Bennett the Apostle 
to the Truth Seekers. 10 cents, 


An Hour with the Devil, 10cet.~ 

fle Gods and Keligions ef Ancient and 
Modern Times. Two volumes, Written 
in yvison. In cloth, $3.00 per volume, or $5.00 
for the two volumes; in leather, $7.00; in mo 
rocco, gilt edges, $8.00. 


From Behind the Bars. A series of letters 
written in prison. Over 700 pages. Price, $1.50 


A Truth Secker in Europe. A series oi 
fettere written during a visit S ton weeks, in 
urope, Giving some account o e Inter 
national Froethinkers" Congress held at Brus- 
sels, to which Mr. Bennett was a delegate, fol. 
jowed bya description of what he saw in Eng- 
and, France, Holland, and Italy. The letters 
rom Rome alone are worth the price of the 
ok. With a steel-plate portrait of the author 

850 pages. $1.50. 
The Semitio Gods and the mle agreat 
g upon the Gods o e Semitic nations, in- 
cluding All „Jehoyah, Satan, the Holy Ghost. 
esus Christ, the Virgin Mary, and the Bible 
o tho latter 280 pages are devoted, showing 
that book to be a very inferior production fo: 
à first-class God. ,888 large pages. Paper covers 

@cents; cloth, $L 


Judaism, Christianity, and Mohammedan. 
ism examined historically and critically 


Tt is thought, to be the most damaging exhibis 
or tianity that has appeared. 500 lara: 
Zes. 


Books by Helen H. Gardener 


New Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 


Men, Women and Gods: 


Introduction by 


ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 


‘Price, cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 
The Trade Supplied at Special Discounts. 


IS THIS YOUR SON, MY LORD] 


A Fascinating Story of Radical Truths on 
Religion and Social Matters. 
Price. cloth. $1: Paver, 50 cents. 


PRAY YOU, SIR, WHOSE 
DAUGHTER? 


A NEW NOVEL. 
Price, cloth, $1. l Paper, 50 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
8 Lafayette place, New York. 


.of that Re- 


Superstition in All Ages.) Pook PY wna: | Prof, Wm Denton's Books. 


BY JBAN MBSLIBR, 


Christian-¥ 
ityand Ex- 
posed the 
Falseness 


ligion and 
the object 
of the 
Pr este 
hoed. Pa- 
cer, 50 
cents; 
oth, $7. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY. 


RELIGION NOT HISTORY. 


Examination of the Morals and History 
of the New Testament. 


By Pror. F. W. Newman. 


Price 25 sents. 


POPES AND THEIR DOINGS. 


ACCOUNT OF 
Vicars of Christ and Vicegerents of God. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


á 


The New God. Price, 10 cents. 

The Problem of the Universe, and Its 
Scientific Solution, with some Criticisms of 
av erslogy: Price, 20 cents. i 

Waifs and Wanderings, A New Ameri- 
can Story. Price, cloth, $1.00; paper, 60 
cents. “A prose epic of the war,rich with 
incident and dramatic power; breezy from 
first page to last with the living spirit of to- 
er ha Swinton’s Paper. 

Golden one, A Romance. ‘‘ The au- 
thor certainly has, genius. 1 
creative spark is within him. The book is 
filled with manly thoughts, expressed in 
manly words—the transcript of a manly mind, 
Every Liberal should read ‘ Golden Throne.’” 
—{ingersoll. Price, $1. oy Oa 

Ingersoll and Jesns, A conversation in 
rhyme between the Nineteenth COentnry 
inkdel and the Galilean Reformer, wherein 
it is shown there is much in harmony between 
them. Price, 10 cents. 

Adami and Heva, A poetic version of 
the Indian story of the Garden of Eden in 
whica its superiority to the mutilated copy— 
the Genesis legend—is shown. Price, 10 cents. 

Gottlieb: His Life. A Freethought Ro- 
mance. Price, 85 cents. . 

My Religious Experience. Price, 25 cents, 
For all of the above address 

THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafavette place. New York. 


When he had read this book Colonel In 
thanks of ail who really think.” Itisa wor. 


ersoll wrote tothe author: 


BOOKS , 


BY 


SALADIN 


(W. STEWART ROSS), 
Editor of the 


LONDON AGNOSTIC JOURNAL. 


l “ You have earned the 
of vast research, of sound criticism, of caustic 


humor, of sledgehamm. r vehemence, of scathing satire, of pathos and eloquence. Kt is.one of 
© the heaviest iconoclastic broadsides ever fired at the Jewish God and the Bible. 


Cloth, gold letters, $1.25. 


WOMAN: HER GLORY, HER SHAME, AND HER GOD. 


The Rev. Archdeacon Farrar said that * Christianity elevated the woman; it shrouded 
as with a halo of sacred innocence the tender years of the child.” The object of Saladin’s work 
is to show the archdeacon his error,and he has succeeded. An English w iter said of it: 


“ This certainly is one of the most marveloug books ever issued from the press. 
ties cited are unquestionable, and the result is convincing.’ 


The authori- 


In two volumes, cloth, gilt lettered, $2.50. © 


DID JESUS RISE FROM THE DEAD? 


The evidence for the resurrection is in this book carefully considered 


and found want- 


ing. It ought to convince every Christian of the untruthfulness of this alleged miracle, for 
it 13 certainly one of the best essays ever written on the subject. 


In paper, 25 cents. 


CHRISTIANITY AND THE 


SLAVE TRADE. 


A condensation of the known facts upon this Sublect, proving that Christianity did not 


abolish but aided this infamous traffic in human beings. 
In paper, 30 cents. 


as only Saladin can make. 


THE TRANSITION. 


o which are added such comments 


A consideration of the antagonism of the Bible and science, and of the question whether 
the veiled or allegorical portions of the Christian Bible can be interpreted by modern science. 


n paper, 20 cents. 


ROSES AND RUE. 


Being Random Notes and Sketches. Fome of its subjects are: A Last Interview with a 
Man of Genius; An Essay on Stirpiculture; Asceticism and Superstition; Capital Punishment; 


overty; Godin the Constitution; Bruno; 


a P 


like to read again aud again. 


LAYS OF ROMANCE. 


Gods; 
din’s own book, for it is poetry in prose, and is one of the books that lovers of strong literature- 
i In cloth, gold- and silver-lettered, $1.50. 


Witchcraft, etc. This may be called Sala- 


This book reminds one of Sir Walter Scott, being romantic historic verse, aglow in every 
page with the energy of a true and high poetic genius. 


Cloth, gold-lettered. 75 cents. 


ISAURE and OTHER POEMS. Q 


The title poem is a story of intense passion, touchingly told. The other twenty poems 
are fresh, fragrant, thoughtful, and every verse reveals the thinker, observer, and reformer. 


Every page g 
Cloth, gold-lettered, 75 cents. 


A FEARFUL FLOGGING. 


ows With passion and throbs with life. 


By one who endured it. Based upon a manuscript in the possession of Saladin 


n paper, 10 cents. 


THE AGONIES OF HANGING. 


, Studies in Psycholo, 
scriptin the hands of Saladin. 


y.. By one who was cut down from the gallows. Printed from manu- 
In paper, 10 cents. 


WHIRLWIND SOWN and REAPED. 


A short story of clerical crime and villainy founded on fact. Of this book the Open Court 


said: is nov 
aid: ‘This nove. 


will command the same. or more, interest than Helen Gardener’s story, ‘Is 


This Your Son, My Lord?’” In paper, 25 cents. 


THE CONFESSIONAL. 


Being an exposure of that infamous religious rite. Contents: Licentiousness of the Pre- 
Reformation Church; Lechery of the Confessional; The Priest in Absolution; Confessions of 
the Escaped Nun; Extracts from Dens and Liguori; Examination of the Church’s Claim to 
haye Fostered Learning; Her Atte pts at Contineucy even more Ruinous than Her Self- 


Indulgence; The Relative Criminal Statistics of Catholicism and Protestantism. 


paper, 25 cents. 
For ell of these works address 


w 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York. A 


The divine- 


Be Thyself. 


100. 
Christianity No Finality. Spiritualism 
Superior. 10c í 


Common-Sense Thoughts on the Bible. 
10c. 


Deluge in the Light of Modern Science. 
10c. : : 


Garrison in Heaven. A Dream. 10c. 
Geologist and Radical. By J. H. Powell. 


Co. 
Geology. Past and Future of our Planet. 
1.50. 
God Proposed for Our National Constitu- 
tion. 10c. 
Irreconcilable Records. Genesis and 
Geology. Paper, 25c.; cloth, 40c. 
{is Darwin Right? Origin of Man. $1. 
is Spiritualism True? 10c. 
Man’s Truc Saviors. 10c. 
Orthocoxy False, Since Spiritualism is 
True. 10c. k 
Pocasset Tragedy. Legitimate Fruit of 
Christianity. 10c. i 
Radical Discourses on Religious Subjects. 


$1.25. 
Radical Rhymes. With Author’s Por- 
106. 


trait. $1.25. 

šermon from Shakspere’s Text. 
Psychometrie Re- 

(Vol. I by Wm. and Eliz. 


soul of Things. 
searches, ete. 38 vols. 

M. F. Denton.) Per vol., $1.50. 

Vhat Is Right? 10e. 

Yhat Was He? Jesus in 19th Century 
Light. Paper, $1; cloth, $1.25. 

Vho are Christians? 10c. 

Address TAE TRUTH SEEKER 


3% FE. UNDERWOOD’S Wun, 
FOR SALE AT THE TRUTH SEEKER OFFICE. 


issays and Lectures. Embracing Influ 
ence of Christianity on_ Civilization; Chris 
tianity and Materialism; What Liboralism offen 
in Place of Christianity; Scientific Materialism 
Woman; Spiritualism from a Materialisti 
Standpoint; Paine the Political and Religion 
Reformer; Materialism and Crime; Will thi 
Coming Man porship God? Crimes and Crucl 
ties of Christianity; he Authority of the Bibie - 
Freethought Judged by Its Fruits; Our idea 
of God 300 Ppp., paper, 60 cents. bee 

influence of Christianity upon Civiliza 
tion. 25 cents, ; 

Christianity and Materialism. 15 cents. 

What Liberalism Offers in Place 6 
Christianity. 10 cents. 

scientific Materialism; Its Meaning and 
Tendency. 10 cents. : 

Spiritualism from a Materialistic Stand 


point. 10 cents. 
Paine the Political and Religions Re 
former. 10 cents. ; 
Woman: Her Past and Present: Het 
Rights and Wrongs. 10cents. 


Materialism and Crime. 10 cents. 
Will the Coming Man Worship God! 


10 cents. 
fwelve Tracts. Scientific and Theolog- 


ical. 2) cents. 


Dr. B. B. Foote’s Works. 


Plain Home Talk and Medical Common 
Sense. In one handsome 12mo volume 
of nearly 1,000 pages, fully illustrated. Cloth, 
$3.25—in English or German. A new cheap 
edition at only $1.50. 

Science in Story; or, Sammy Tubbs, the 
Boy Doctor, and Sponsie the Troublesome 
Monkey. 5 volumes in one, cloth, $2.00, postage 
pre aid; 5 volumes separate, flexible cloth, 50 
cents per volume; Red Line edition, suitable 
for holiday presents, $1.00 per volume. 

Sexual Physiology for the Young. 250 
pages, illustrated and cloth-bound. (The fifth 
volume of “Science in Story.”) 50 cents. 

Dr. Foote’s Health Monthly. Devoted to 
Hygiene, Sexual and Social Science, and allied 
Subjects; ninth year. Subscription, with pre- 
mium, 50 cents per year. Specimen copies tree 
on application. 

Mother’s Mannal. Comprising ‘‘ Advice 
to a Wife on the Management of Her Own 
Health, especially During Pregnancy, Labor, 
and Suckling,” and “ Advice to a Mother on the 
Management of Her Children in Infancy and 
Childhood;” 2 books in 1 volume, 528 pages, #1. 

Hand-Book of Health Hints and Ready 
Recipes. A valuable reference pamphlet 
of 128 pages. 25 cents. 


ha 
& = Addrace THE TRITTH SPRKRR 


Spiritualism Sustained, 


FIVE LECTURES. 
By John R. Kelso, A.M. 


19m0, oloth.[91.00. 
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GEMS OF FREETHOUGHT, 


The Myth of the Great Deluge. By James 
M. McCann. Price 15 cents. It is the most com- 
pee and overwhelming refutation of the Bible 

tory of the Deluge that I have ever read.—B. F. 
Underwood. To read it is to be astonished at 
the possibilities of religious credulity.—T. B. 
Wakeman. Mr. McCann's dynamite bomb has 
blown the fallacy to atoms.—A. B, Bradford. It 
ought to meet with a very largesale,—C.P.Farrell. 


The Evolution of the Devil—By Henry 
Frank, the independent preacher of New York 
City. The most learned, accurate, scientific and 
philosophical analysis of His Satanic Majesty ever 
before published, The book contains 66 pages, is 
beautifully bound, with likeness of author on title 
page. Price, 25 cents. 


Xneersell’s Address before the New 
York Unitariau Ciub. The first time in the 
history of the world that a Christian Association 
ever invited a noted infidel to lecture before them. 
The lecture is a grand one, and was received by 
the Club with continuous applause from beginning 
to end. The pamphlet contains 12 pages, beauti- 
fully printed. Price, 6 cents. 


The Gods, By Robert G. Ingersoll, A beautiful 

pamphletof forty pages, with likeness of Ingersoll. 

rice, 20 cents. The most profound address 
that Ingersoll ever delivered. 


The Bruno Monument. A fine engravin 
rinted on extra heavy enameled paper, 10x1 
inches, for framing; pat up in pasteboard tubes 

for mailing. Price 12 cents. 


Church and State; the Bible in the Public 
Schools; the New *‘American” Party—By “Jef- 
ferson.” Third edition. This beautiful pam- 
phlet of 28 pages is the most thorough presentia- 
tion of the Church and State question that has 
appeared. Price, 10 cents. 


The Religion of Humanity: A Phi- 
losophy ot Life. By J. Leon Benwell, A 
beautiful paper-bound pamphlet, with likeness of 
author. A most v lnable publication to circulate 
among Christian people. Price 15 cents. 


Memorial Oration by Colonel Inger. 
soll oa Roscoe Conkling. Delivered be- 
fore the New York Legislature, May 9, 1888. 
Price,.4 cents. 


Dwight L. Moody. An interview by Susan 
H. Wixon. Price, 5 cents; ten copies for 30 ceuts. 


The Christian Religion.. Whai is to be its 
final outcome? By an Old Farmer. A splendid 
orthodox eye-opener. Price, 15 cents. 


God in the Constitution. By Robert G. 
Ingersoll. One of the best papers Col. Ingers: 11 
ever wrote. In paper cover, With likeness of 
author. Price 10 cents. 


What Would Follow the Effacement 
of Christianity? By George Jacob Ilol- 
yoake. This is n most valuable contribution to 
Freethought Literature. Bound in paper with 
good likeness of author. Price, 10 cents. 


Life and Career of Charles Bra4lauch. 
—By George Jarob Holyoake. With good like- 
ness of Mr. Bradlaugh. Price, 15 cents. 


Ingersoll’s Great A?dress on Thomas 
Paine, at the late Paine celebration in New 
York City. Price, 6 cents, 


Standing up for Jesus; or what the editor 
ot the #reethinkers’ Magazine thinks of him. 
Price, 4 cents. 


Address, 


Truth Seeker Co., 
28 Lafuyette Place, New York CITY. 


Self-Contradictions of the Bibie. 


Laat 
Moral, Theological, Historical, and Speculative 
Propositions. 
Prisa, u © a = - 15 cents 


AN OUTLINE OF THE 


FRENCH REVOLUTION, 


Its Causes and Results. 
By W. S5. BELL. Paper, 12mo, 25 cts. 


e e pet q1 e 
Paine Vindicatea 
Reply to New York ?dserver. 

By R. G. INGERSOUL., 
With “A ROMAN CATHOLIC CANARD.” 
Price, 15 cents. 


Holy Bible Abridged. 


The passages unfit fur family reading. 
Paper, 30 cents: cloth, 50 cents. 


Roaring Lion on the Track. 


By M. BABOOOK. 
Price. . 10 cents. 


The Agnostic Annual 


m1893 1 
Edited by CHARLES A. WATTS. 


CONTENTS?! z 
Sanction, Leslie Stephen; Reverent 
EN Amos Waters; The Mother Nature: 
A Poem Gerald Massey; Dogmatism, in Theol- 
ogy, Alfred Momerie; Sermons on the Mount, 
Samuel Laing; The Oity of the Dead, W. Stewart 
oss (Saladin): On the Duty of Honesty in Our 
onvictions, O. E. Plumptre; Scientific Religion, 
R. Bithell; The Blight of Superstition, Charles 
Watts; Anthropology and rthodoxy, Edward 
Clodd: The Disappearange of the Nether World 
F. J. Gould; Religious Ideas: Their Origin an 
Development, Frederick Millar; Signals with 
Mars: A Poem, G. H. Martin; Materialism and 
Idealism Harmonized, Lucian Armstrong. 
Price, 25 cents. 
Address THE-TRUTH SEEKER. 


agnostic principle will var 


Gems of @houghe. | au ti, Kenghur 


Vio is sufficient of itself to make a man 
thoroughly unhappy.— Aristotle, 


Or two evils we should not only choose 
the least, but endeavor still to derive some 
advantage out of that.— Cicero. 


_You show by the character of Gusman 
[in a play] that Christianity, ill understood 
and guided by false zeal, renders men 
more barbarous and more cruel thin 
paganism itself —Letter of Frederick the 
Great to Voltaire. . 


Genius makes for itself a path where no 
one went before; it pursues its course 
without guide, without art, without rule ; 
it goes astray in its career, but it leaves 
behind all excellence that is merely reason- 
able and correct.— Voltaire. 


An ignorant people take instinctivly to 
the severer modes of religion, as they do 
to the severer schools of law and physic. 
They like their medicin, whether for mind 
or body, exceedingly nausecus and painful. 
They love the terrors of the law.— Parton, 


VOLTAIRE examined the Bible for him- 
self, advocated int-llectual liberty, struck 
from the brain the fetters of an arrogant 
faith, assisted the weak, cried out against 
the torture of man, appealed to reason, 
endeavored to establish universal tolera- 
tion, succored the indigent, and defended 
the oppressed. — Ingersoll, 


We check and repress the divinity that 
stirs within us to fall down and worship 
the divinity that is dead without us. I go 
to see many a good man or good woman, 
so called, and utter freely that thought 
which alone it was given me to utter, but 
there was a man who lived a long, long 
time ago, and his name was Moses, and 
another whose name was Christ, and if 
your thought does not, or does not appear 
to, coincide with what they said, the good 
man or good woman has no ears to hear 
you. They think they love God! It is 
only his old clothes, which they meke 
scarecrows for the children. When will 
they come nearer to God than in these very 
children? A man lately preached here 
against the abuse of the Sabbath, and 
recommended to walk in the fields and 
dance on that day. Good advice enough, 
which may take effect after a while, But 
with the mass of men, the reason is con- 
vinced long before the life is. They may 
see the church and the Sabbath to be 
false, but nothing else to be true,— 
Thoreau. 


Tue results of the working out of the 
according to 
individual knowledge and capacity, and 
according to the general condition of 
science. That which is unproved to-day 
may he proved by the help of new dis- 
coveries to-morrow. The only negativ fixed 
points will be those negations which 
flow from the demonstrable limitations of 
our faculties, And the only obligation 
accepted is to hav the mind always open 
to conviction. Agnostics who never fail 
in carrying out their principles are, I am 
afraid, as rare as other people of whom 
the same consistency can be truthfull 
predicated. But, if you were to meet with 
such a phenix and to tell him that you 
had discovered that two and two make five, 
he would patiently ask you to state your 
reasons for tbat conviction, and express 
his readiness to agree with you if he found 
them satisfactory. The apostolic injunc- 
tion to ‘“‘suffer fools gladly ” should be 
the rule of life of a true Agnostic. Iam 
deeply conscious how far I myself fall 
short of this ideal, but it is my personal 
conception of what Agnostics ought to be. 
—Huzley. 


Tar Pennsylvania Magazine, in the 
time that Paine edited it, was a seed-bag 
from which the sower scattered the seeds 
of great reforms, ripening with the prog- 
ress of civilization. Through the more 
popular press he sowed also. The whole 
circle of human ideas and principles were 
recognized by this lone, wayfaring man. 
The first to urge extension of the prin- 
ciples of independence to the enslaved 
negro ; the first to arraign monarchy, and 
to point out the danger of its survival in 
the presidency; the first to propose articles 
of amore thorough nationality to the new- 
born states ; the first to advocate inter- 
national arbitration; the first to expose 
the absurdity and criminality of dueling ; 
the first to suggest more rational ideas of 
marriage and divorce; the first to advocate 
national end international copyright; the 
first to plead for the animals ; the first to 
demand justice for woman—what brilliants 
would our modern reformers hav con- 
tributed to a coronet for that man’s brow 
had he not persistently worshiped the 
God of his fathers after the way that 
theologians call heresy !— Review of Con- 


‘ways Life of Paine in the Literary 


Digest. 


¿alse Claims. Revised and Enlar 

As a Missionary Document it is unexcelled. 
Among the subjects considered by Mr. Rems- 
burg are: The Church and Morality; Crimi- 
nal Statistics, showing the creeds of the 
prisoners in the penitentiaries; the Church and 
ivilization; the Church and Science; _ tha 
Church and Learning; the Church and Lib- 
erty; the Church and the Autislavery Reform; 
the Woman’s Rights Movement; the Temper- 
ance Reform; the Church and the Republic 
Price, 10 cents singly; 75 cents per dozen. 


Bible Morals. Twenty Crimes and Vices 
Sanctioned by Scripture; Falsehood and De- 
ception; Cheating; Theft and Robbery; 
Adultery and Prostitution; Murder; Wars_o: 

Conquest and Extermination; Despotism; In- 

tolerance _and Persecution; injustice to 
oman; Unkindness to Children; Cruelty to 

Animals; Human Sacrifices; Cannibaifsm; 

Witchcraft; Slavery; Polygamy; Intemperance; 
Poverty and Vagrancy; ignorance and idiocy; 

bscenity. Price, single copies, 25 cents; 6 
ge $1. Special discount on large quanti- 
33. 


Sabbath-Breaking, This is the best and 
most thorough work «yer written on the Sab- 
bath from a rational point of view. Large and 
handsome print. Price, 25 cents; six copies, $1. 


Image Breaker. Six Lectures: Decline 
of Faith; Protestant Intolerance; Washington 
an Unbeliever; Jefferson an Unbeliever; Paine 
enu Wesley; Christian Sabbath. Each 5 cents; 
bound, paper, 25 cents; per doz., 40 cents. 


rhomas Paine. Tells the Story of the 
Author-Hero’s life, delineates the leading traits 
of his character and genius, and vindicates hia 
name from the aspersions cast upon it. Trib- 
utes to Paine’s character are given from more 
than one hundred noted persons of Europe and 
America, many of them written expressly for 
this work, Second edition, 160 pages, printed 
on fine tinted paren neatly bou`d, and cons 

, taining a handsome stee) portrait of Pain- 
Clot, fo vuu. d 

The Apostle of Liberty. An aadress de. 
liverei in:Paine Hall, before the N. E. Freee 
thinkers’ Convention, January 29, 1884. Prios 
30 rents. 


J. D. Shaw's Books. 


DIM 


The Bible: What Is It? A pamphlet con- 
taining eight chapters, in refutation of the 
assumption that the Bible is a divine book of 

A pure thought, and correct in all its utterances. 


Tice, 25 cents. 


Studies In Theology. A clear exposition 
of the biblical story of man’s “ creation, and 
“curse,” theologically denominated “ the fall. 
Price, 10 cents. Jou 

The Bible Against Itself. Containing 
one hundred and fifty plain self-contradictions 
of the Bible, involving questions of theology, 
morals, and history, Pricc, 10 cents. 


The Human Nature of Jesus, A rotuta- 

i f the assumption that he was a divine 

Se and that he was the fulfillment of Old 
estament prophecies. Price, 10 cents. 


Liberalism. Treating the subject from a 
negative and affirmative standpoint, showing 
what it is not and whatitis. Price,5 cents. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 

23 Lafayette place, New York. 


THE TOCSIN 


is «the title of a little Reform paper hailing 
from Omaha, Neb., that bursts into the, har- 
bor of politics and religion like the mighty 
little Monitor cut the weves through Hampton 
Roads and ran astern the clumsy Merrimac. It 


ADVOCATES 


the reign of Right and Justice, and comes in- 
dorsed a score of the leading thinkers and 
writers of America; it tunes its tone and meas- 
ures Truth according to the natural law of 


EQUAL RICHTS. 


Send for a sample copy of the little Yankee 
Cheesebox. it has 12 pages the size of the ordi- 
nary magazine, and is issued weekly at $1 per year 
in advance. it is absolutely impartial, although 
necessarily opposed to the popular isms of the 
day which contravene Equality. 


s Books, L K. Washburn’s Works. 


unday and the Sabbath. ‘‘A law regu- 
lating human conduct on the Sabbath is an im- 
pertinence.” Price, 10 cents. , 
The False Teaching of the Christian 
Church. ‘‘The Thirty-nine Articles of 
the Christian church are thirty-nine poor, 
broken-down opinions.” Price, 10 cents. 


The Foolishness of Prayer. ‘‘ Think of 
aminister’s praying God to kill grasshoppers, 
or trying to induce the Deity to undertake & 
crusade of one against the Colorado beetle!” 

rice, 10 cents. 


Followers of Jesus. Price, 10 cents. 
Spiritualism: Is It a Faith or a Fact ¥ 


rice, 5 cents. 
Religious Problems. Price, 10 cents, 


Was Jesus Insane? Price, 10 cents. 


The Public Schools and the Catholic 
Church. Price, 5 cents, 


THE BEST? 


THR 


“Otto Wettstein” WATCH. 


Perfected, new model, 16 Jewels, full adjusted 
to heat, cold, and position, beautiful double sunk 

al, and all modern improvements; guaranteed 
a perfect timer. Price, in silverine dust-proof 
cases, $17; 8-ounce coin silver, $22; 4-ounce, $28. 
In best filled gold case, open-face, dust-proof, $2; 
hinged case, $28 to $80; hunting, 881 to $85; 14 
carat, solid gold, $45 to $150. Nickel works, 62 
more. 

Regular Grade American Watches.— 
Bilverine case, 7 jewels, $6; 11 jewels, $7.50; 16 
jewels, $9; ditto, adjuste , $11; ditto, 17 jewels, 
$15. Tn finer cases, add as above. 

Ladies? American Gold Watches.—All 
latest styles, in plush cases; best filled, 7 jewels 
$14; 11 jewels, $15.50; 15 jewels, 620; 14 carat soli 

old, $10 more. Heavier, more elaborate, and 

amond-set cases, from 5 to $100 more. 

All watches sent with written guarantee, kept 
in order 1 year, and after that time cleaned for $1 
and returned free. . 

Sundries.—Lower grade nickel watches, $5, 
$4, and $8. Best spectacles, $1; best razor, $2; 
best triple-plated teaspoons, $1.80; table spoons 
$8.60, knives, $1.75; forks, $1.75; all for $6. Sol: 
silver spoons, $1.50 per ounce; solid silver souv- 
enir spoons, 81, $1.25, 81.50, 82 to $3. 

Khe Colonel In ersol «—Tea, $2.50 orange, 

2.75; BURT, $3; Fit owls, 50 cents more. Extra 

eavy teas, $8. Etched : 

“The Time to be Happy ts Now,” 

50 cents extra. i 

The Torch of Reason Badge, solid gol 
enameled in 5 colors, small pins, $2, $2.75, an 
$3.50. With diamonds, $5, $8. Large, 85, $6, 87.50, 
$10, $15, $20, $80. : 

Diamon %, 20 per cent. below market price. 
Send for price lists, cards in colors and gold of 
badge, tracts, eto., free. All goods prepata (ex- 
cept knives and forks) and cash refunded at op- 
tion.. Watch cleaned $1, and returned free. 


OTTO WETTSTEIN, Rochelle, Ml. 


WATER OF LIFB 
Is Doing Wonders in Curing the Sick. 


Write for pamphlet to J. R. PERRY, 
No. & South Main B root, Wilkesbarrs, Pa. 


GG WHY 93 


I specially want 600 orders for books within the 
next three months. 


Friends will please send stamp for circulars and 
WHY. 


ELMINA DRAKE SLENKER, 
Snowville, Va. 
To Regulate the 


STOMACH, LIVER 
2 ano BOWELS, rane 
ao RI 


PANS TABULES, 


ROLD BR PPUROISTR, 


i Ea. -A 
YHE NOTED SPECIALIST, 
For Men Only, 


Is a physician of a wide and extensive practice, 
and his remedies are of the best. The Doctor 
treats all those peculiar mare of young and 
middle-aged men, as the result of youthful errors 
and excesses, causing Early Decay, Loss of Man- 
hood, Wasting Discharges, Varicocele, Mental 
zad. „Physica Debility, Idiocy, Insanity, and 
ea f 
To those afflicted and who are desirous of being 
cured a booklet of some 38 pages will be sent to 
their address for ten cents, sealed-in a plain 
envelope, giving causes and Symptoms of the 
Complaint and a description of the Doctor’s im- 
ortant medical Macovery an Outward Applica- 
hona positive cure—the only remedy of the 
kind in existence—with evidences of success. 
e88, DR. R. P, FELLOWS, 
Vineland, N. J. 


And say you saw this advertisement in THE 
Tuts ŠEKEKER. 
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WHEN DID THIS HAPPEN ?—Jere. viii, 1, 2. 


IRON-CLAD AND MANNA SERIES. 


IBON-CLAD SERIES. 


1 Atonement. Charles Bradlaugh............. 25 
2 Secular Responsibility. G. J. Holyoake..... 
4 Influence of Christianity on Civilization. 
DUCT WOO .... cence oesenseesnereesererere 5 
7 Buddhist Nihilism. Prof. Max Mueller..... 
. 8 Religion of Inhumanity. _F. Harrison...... 
9 Relation of Witchcraft to Religion. Lyall.. 10 
10 Epidemic Delusions. Marvin...... levels seca 10 
11 Phi osophy of Spiritualism. Marvin.... 50 
12.Tyndall’s Belfast Inaugural, and Portrait... 25 
13 Essay on Miracles. David Hume...... ssia 10 
14 Land Question. Charles Bradlaugh......... 5 
15 Were Adam and Eve Our First Parents ? 


5 


m 
ao 


eity. . 

24 Moral Value of the Bibla. Charles Watts ... 
25 Freethought and Mod. Progress. Watts.... 
26 Christianity: Its Nature and Influence on 
Civilization. Charles Watts..............- 

28 Thoughts on Atheism. Austin Holyoake.... 
29 Is there a Moral Governor of the Universe? 
Austin Holyoake ............seessenssere eee 5 

80 Philosophy of Secularism. Charles Watts.. 5 
There a God? Charles Bradlaugh. sa 6 

5 


Aaocororor 


oor 


38 
40 Lord’s Prayer. Charles pradlaug ie 
89 Poverty: Its Cause and Cure, M. 
42 Science and Bible Antagonistic. 
43 Christian Scheme of Re:lemption. C. Watts 5 
44 Logic of Death: or, Why Should the Atheist 
ear to Die? By G. J. Holyoake.......... 10 
47 Poverty: Its Effects on the Political Condi- 
tion of the People. Charles Bradlaugh... 5 
WANNA SERIES. 


1 Original Manna for “God's Chosen.” ......... 5 
3 New Life of David. Chas. Bradlaugh........ 5 
4 Iwas Excommunicated. Barnard...... 20 
5 200 Questions Without Answers.....,...+++.++ 5 
6 rr Py between a Christian Missionary 
and a Chinese Mandarin............. goeroes 10 
7 Queries Submitted to the Bench of Bishops 
by a Weak but Zealous Christian.......... 10 
8 Search After Heaven and Hell. A. Holy- t 
T R E 
9 New Life of Jonah. Chas. Bradlaugh....... 5 
10 A Few Words about the Devil................. 5 


11 New Life of Jacob............-.2++ Suits sos. tties® 5 
12 Daniel, the Dreamer. Austin Holyoake..... 10 
18 Specimen of the Bible: Esther. Holyoake.. 10 
14 Acts of the Apostles: A Farce. A.H......... 10 
16 Ludicrous Aspects of Christianity. A. H.... 


16 Twelve Apostles. Charles Bradlaugh........ 

17 Who Was Jesus Christ? C. Bradlaugh....... 5 
18 What Did Jesus Teach? C. Bradlaugh...... 5 
19 New Life of Abraham. Chas. Bradiaugh.... 5 
20 New Life of Moses. Charles Bradlaugh.... 5 
21 A Secular Prayer. Holyoake. Per doz...... 10 


On orders for Iron Clad and Manna we will send 
1.10 worth for $1; $2.50 worth for $2; $5 worth 
‘or $8, and $10 worth for $5. 


“With Daughter's Babe Upon 
His Knees.” 


Photograph of Colonel, Ingersoll, with | his 

andchild in his lap, a delicate little souvenir of 

merica’s greatest orator and Freedom’s greatest 
champion at home, may be had at this office for 
fifty cents. 


SING, BROTHERS, SING. 
USE THE 


LIBERAL HYMN-BOOK 


In your meetings, to make them lively and inter. 

e EBAL HYMN- BooK contains songe 

tho best poets, sdapted to well-known tunes. 

Bie highly recommended by Messrs. Wakeman, 
My 


all who hav examined it. Price 
% cen Address tax Tauru SEEKER Oc. - 


THIRD EDITION. 


BIBLE MYTHS, 


AND THEIR PARALLELS IN OTHER RELIGIONS: 


BEING A 


Comparison of the Old and New Testament Myths and Miracles with those 
of Heathen Nations of Antiqnity, i 


CONSIDERING ALSO THEIR ORIGIN AND MEANING, 


WITH NUMEROUS ILLUSTRATIONS. 


Hindoo Virgin and Child. 


The worship of the ‘Holy Virgin,” the ‘‘Queen of Hea- 
ven,” the ‘Mother of God,” etc., which has become one ot 
the grand features of Roman Catholicism, was a tenet of 
faith for centuries before the virgin now adored was born. 


In India. they have worshiped for ages, Maha Devi—The 
Great Goddess—and have temples erected in honor of her. 
Like her Roman counterpart she is the Goddess with a 
thousand names. As Devaki, she is the mother of Vishnu, 
the Preserving god, in the form of Krishna. “The gods, 
invisible to mortals,” says the Vishnu Purana, (p. 502) 
«celebrated her praise continually from the time that Vishnu 
was contained inher person.” Sheis represented in Moor’s 
Hindu Pantheon, adorned with jewels, and the infant Saviour 
at her breast. BIBLE MYTHS shows that nearly all nations of 
antiquity worshipped a Virgin Mother-Goddess. 


1 Vol. 8yo., cloth, about 600 Pages. Price, $2.50, 
Sent post-paid by the TRUTH SEEKER. 


NATHANIEL: VAUGHAN: (Brain and the Bible. 


Conflict Between Mental Science and Theology. 


Priest and Man. By EDGAR O. BEALL. 


A NOVEL. 


By FREDERIKA MACDONALD, 
Author of the “Iliad of the East,” etc., etc. 


Unanswerable. 


An independent and respectable study of char 
acter in the law of circumstance such as ever. 
George Eliot might not have been ashamed to 
own as her first novel. . . . 


form, need not be desired._[Westminster Review 


1 vol., extra cloth, beveled, 12mo, 400 Pp., $1.00. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. | Boards,  « +» %8 s 


Preface by R. G. INGERSOLL. 
Price, $1. 


LITTLE LESSONS FOR 


Bl is A more vigorous l 
presentment of the mischievous nature of modern 
Christianity, in its most honest and consisten? e 


By MES, E, D, SLENKER, 


40 cents. 


Sf cws of the Week. 


BLAINE seems to be dying. .- 


Tx Colorado House of Representativs 
on itsassembling was thrown into uproar by 
a prayer of Chaplain Peck containing dis- 
graceful partisan allusions. 


Durma the time since the New York 
Metropolitan Museum of Art has been 
open Sundays, it has been visited b 
405,411 persons—an average of 5,869 eac 
Sunday. 


Tax Mexican clergy are striving to fo- 
ment a rebellion against President Diaz 
whom they hate because he has established 
eee schools, and rules them with a rod 
of iron. . 


Tae Rome correspondent of the Lon- 
don Zimes says: ‘‘Since the bull against 
the comet no pope has issued a more futil 
condemnation than that against Free- 
masons.” i 


Ar Fuen Santa, Spain, burglars tortured 
a priest to make him reveal the hiding- 
place of some valuable offerings that had 
been made to the church. Finally they 
shot him dead. 


A NEW sect has sprung up about Raleigh, 
N. C., called the Holy Ones. It numbers 
several hundred members. They con- 
demn resort to medicin in illness, and one 
woman, Mrs. Rosa Hill, recently per- 
eed her child to die rather than call a 

octor, 


Revivan of the whipping-post in New 
Jersey is being canvassed. the opinion of 
the wiser heads is against it, saying that it 
almost inevitably makes the offender more 
reckless than before, and prepares him, if 
not for.the repetition of the offense, for 
others even more ivjurious to society. 


A STATEMENT cabled to London from 
Shanghai purports to giv the views of the 
educated classes of Chinese in regard to 
foreign missionaries and demanding the 
withdrawal of the foreign missions from 
Chinese territory, which, it is claimed, 
hav utterly failed in the objects they were 
intended to accomplish and tend only to 
foment revolt. 


Rev. Mr. Woop, a Protestant clergy- 
man of Detroit, Mich., who disapproves 
the Protestant crusade in that city against 
Catholics, in a sermon against it the other 
Sunday said: ‘‘Some brothers are now 
standing in shame on the platform of the 
church and instead of preaching the words 
of Jesus Christ are telling their congrega- 
tions where to buy their things.” 


A OIRCULAR is being distributed repre- 
senting the pope as calling upon the 
priests and laymen of the United States 
to use their political influence as citizens 
of America in securing for him com- 
plete control over temporalities in this 
country. It states that the meeting of 
Congress is to be the signal for the 
seizure of the government by the Cath- 
olics. The Catholic prelates are denounc- 
ing it as a fabrication of Protestant anti- 
Catholic societies. 


Tae Catholic church at Albuquerque, 
N. M., which had its image of Christ 
“< desecrated,” on the next night was visited 
by another party who with axes and 
sledgehammers battered in the doors of 
the church, the adjoining residence of the 
Jesuit fathers, and the sisters’ convent. 
The fathers were deterred from showing 
themselvs by fear of what acts might be 
prompted by the anticlerical spirit, which 
has in Mexico reached a pitch of in- 
dignation against priestly fraud unknown 
in the United States. 


A company of business men are digging 
for buried gold at Typozottan, Mex. It 
is said that Jesuits once controling the 
cathedral acquired $25,000,000 in gold, 
and on being banished by the government 
about 1790 could carry off only $3,500,000 
and buried the remaining $21,500,000. 
A few years ago while repairs were being 
made in the cathedral $500,000 in gold 
was found under the altar. The govern- 
ment, which in the last few decades has 
brought the clergy under and is ruling 
them harshly, confiscated it. If, however, 
the present treasure is found the govern- 
ment will claim but five per cent. 


A s#Riovus conflict has broken out in the 
Philippine islands between the Spanish 
viceroy, General Despujols, and the re- 
ligious orders—Jesuits, Augustines, and 
Franciscans—whose chiefs hav telegraphed 
to the Madrid government that they will 
leave the islands if the viceroy be not im- 
mediately recalled. These powerful or- 
ders hav more influence over the nativs 
than the Spanish authorities, and this in- 
fluence the viceroy attempts to check. 
These orders prevented the Bible societ; 
from establishing a depot in Manila, an 
they were the promoters of the action of 
the Spanish authorities against the Prot- 
estant missionaries recently maltreated 
and expelled from the Caroline islands, 
where they had been established and 
flourished for upward of thirty years, 
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A LIGHT WHICH LED TO A HARVEST OF DEATH. 


AMERICAN WATCH AND CHAIN. 


DUST-PROOF GOLD-PLATED CASE. 


American Lever Movement, Patent Escapement and Regulator, Patent 
‘Winding and Setting Attachment Requiring no Key, 240 Beats 
to Minute; Hour, Minute, and second Hands. 


THE CHEAPEST GENUINE AMERICAN WATCH EVER SOLD. 
TIMED, TESTED, AND REGULATED. EVERY WATCH GUARANTEED. 


The case is strong and tight, of solid composition metal used the world over as a substitute for Gold, with an elegant YZ, 
Gold Plated Chain. Packed in a neat box and mailed to any address for $1.50 each; 3 for $4.00 by Express; One Dozen for £A 


15.00 by Express. 
? n FULLY GUARANTEED TO KEEP ACCURATE TIME. 3H 
It is fully as durable as the most expensive watch, and with fair usage will keep good time for Ten Years, This ff 
watch is being manufactured in lots of 100,000 at the rate of 1,000 por Day by the largest watch Menufecturiag concernin 
the world. This constitutes the sole reason for its low price. It is a practical illustration of what may be done in this 
country by machinery and skilled operators when an article can be sold in large quantities. Its parts arenot made by hand 
by “ Pauper European labor ” as are most ofthe cheap watches now sold, which never run long and can never be repaired. 
Automatic machinery does everything on this watch and every part is as true as a die can make it. The movement is the 
same as in all American watches and is readily understood and repaired by any jeweler. 
Every Watch Timed, Tested, and Regulated before leaving our hands, and carefully packed with chain, 


A FEW TESTIMONIALS FOR YOU TO READ. WE HAVE THEM. FROM EVERY STATE. 
, g i WEBB City, Jan. 9, 1893. 

GENTLEMEN: Iam much pleased with the watch you sent me, and I will say it keeps right up on time. It has not varied 
any as yet. Most truly yours, Dr. ANDERSON. 

he Watch t fect satisfacti “lila good AT E 

GENTLEMEN: Itake pleasure in saying the Watch you sent me gave Perfect satisiaction. is a good time-keeper and 
all you Tecommend it to hes You will be favored with an order from me soon. Yours truly, W. G. DONNELL. 

, CALDWELL, Jan. 3, 1893. 

Sms: I received your Watch and found it to be as represented in the Twentieth Century advertisement. it would be 
hard to improve on its time-keeping qualities. Yours truly, Moses HINCHCLIFFE. 

g g Fort WAYNE, IND. 

R. H. INGERSOLL & Bro., Room 133, 65 Cortlandt street, New York, Kind Sirs: It is a standing rule of mine when I see 
an admirable trait in any character, or a marked excellence in anything, to express appreciation either in public or in pri- 
vate. Taffy is better than epitafy. Post-mortem praises do the dead no Food ‘The corpse smells no flowers on its casket. 
Hence I want to say that I am delighted with your watch—a little gem. Ikeep it on my typewriter desk during week-days, 
right before my eyes, and it keeps splendid time. Faithfully yours, STEPHEN A. NOBTHROP. 


R. H. INGERSOLL & BRO., Sole Mfrs., Room 133, 65 Cortlandt st., New 
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A NEW BIBLE PICTURE-BOOK. 
Old ‘Testament Stories 
Comically Illustrated. 


Exposure 


by 


Ridicule. 


Old Testament—A Page of Text to Each Picture. 


CONTENTS: 


Jacob and Esau, 

Joseph the Man of Dreams, 
Holy Moses, 

Balaam the Diviner, 

Bloody Joshua, 


Sustaining a Theory, 

Some Giants, 

The Adventures and Work of Noah, 
A Hunting Anecdote, 

Abraham, Christ's Great Ancestor, 
A Queer Family, 

Isaac and His “Sister,” 


One of Twins, General Gideon, 


Boards, illuminated covers, $1; cloth, gilt side stamp, $1.50. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. | 


‘7 


By WATSON HESTON. 


The Stories Humorously Told—And Hard Facts 
Given Concerning the Origin and Authenticity of the 


The Campaign of Deborah and Barak 
Against Jabin and Sisera, 


|The Order of Creation 


CONFLICT BETWEEN GENESIS AND GEOLOGY. 


A CoNTROVERSY BETWEEN THE 
: Box. W. E, GLADSTONE, Pror. Max MULLER, 
or. T. H. HUXLEY, M. REVE, 
E. LYNN LINTON. 


12mo, 178 pp.; paper, 50 cts.; cloth, 75 ets. 


RELIGION OF HUMANITY 


BETTER THAN 


Exposure ETERNAL PUNISHMENT. 
By M. BABCOCK. 
Price, - - - - - 10 cents. 
by | - 
f Answers to Christian Questions 
-y _ Facts. l 
AS And Arguments. 
Yi ` : By D, M. Bannert. Paper, 146 PP.» 25 ov 
-© TRE 
400 Pages. 200 Full-Page [LOGIC OF DEATH, 
Pictures. Why Should the ‘Atheist Fear to Dio? 


By J. Q. HOLYOAKE. Price, 5 cents. 


PHILOSOPHY OF SPIRITUALISW 


AND TREATMENT oF MEDIOMANIA. 
By R. F. Marvin, M.D. Cloth, 50 cents. 


AMBERLEY’S LIFE OF JESUS, 
HIS CHARACTER any. DOCTRINES. 
From the “Analysis of Religious Belief.* 

* By VISCOUNT AMBERLEY. 
cth- - ° ~ ~ - 50 cents. 


Jephthah and His Human Sacrifiee, 
Samson the Strong, 

Ruth and Boaz, 

Unstable as Water, God Shall Not Excel, 
David, God's Favorite, 

Some Stories from the Book of Kings, 
Adventures of the Prophets, 

Jonah the Truthful Sailor. 
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Blank and forward to The Truth Seeker, 28 
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Astronomy and Design. 


It is sometimes said that the phenomena of 
astronomy—the positions, motions, and tempera- 
tures of the sun and the earth, and of all the other 
heavenly bodies—exhibit evidence of an intelligent 
designer. The fact is, however, that they do not 
present a vestige of such evidence. 

All the heavenly bodies have arrived at their 
present compositions and motions through the 
working of simple physical laws. Among these 
laws involved in the case, the chief one is Gravita- 
tion, ; 

The system of heavenly bodies to which this 
_ earth belongs was, our latest science teaches, once 
in the condition of an exceedingly thin vapor or 
mist. Now, given this condition of things, we can 
see how there must necessarily have resulted from 
it the present constitution and motion of the sun 
and planets. We can trace step by step how this 
constitution and motion have come about, at each 
point governed by none but the elementary laws 
of nature which we see in operation in our homes 
and gardens every day. The process is usually 
stated about in the following language: Any slight 
inequality in the density of this world-mist would, 


in obedience to the law of gravitation by which 


greater or denser masses attract less great or dense 
ones, result in the drawing of the rarer parts to 
any part that was denser; and as these rarer parts 
could not move toward the denser in straight lines, 
but would be deflected by the medium through 
which they would have to move into curves, the 
whole mass of the world-mist would presently be 
moving about in a curve; and thus our present 
motions have resulted. And as the denser part 


continued to draw more and more of the matter | 


and grow yet denser, and the whole mass con- 
. tinued to whirl about faster and faster, the parts 
which were most tardy in becoming dense would 
take the shape of a ring around the denser part; 
and this ring would because of its inequalities of 
density presently split up into separate bodies ; 
and thus the forms of the sun and the planets re- 
volving around it have resulted. And while some 
of these parts of the ring, or planets, perhaps 
would by their motion be carried out of the influ- 
ence of our sun off to other suns or stars, and 


j and till he relaxes the motion it will not fall, as the 


others by having a less motion and being more ex- 
posed to the attraction of the sun would be drawn 
into that body, some few in which the impulse of their 
motion, or centrifugal force, just balanced the attrac- 
tion of the sun, or gravitative force, would continue to 
revolve about the sun as separate bodies indefinitely; 
and of the eight planets which håve done so our 
earth is one. One more leading feature of our 
solar system remains to be accounted for—the 
heat and light which we find the sun outpouring ; 
and this we discover would have been produced by 
the densening of the primary world-mist, in obedi- 
ence to the law by which all matter when condens- 
ing throws off heat. 

These laws named are not remote or little known. 
They conduct the commonest operations of nature 
about us daily. If the Theist while inditing his 
reasonings: will pause and relax his fingers, the 
small mass of his pen will be drawn to the greater 
mass of the earth by gravitation, as all of the pri- 
mary world-mist was drawn to the sun. If he will 
tie the pen to a string and twirl it about, its rotary 
motion will counteract the attraction of the earth 


earth does not fall into the sun. -If he will set his 
ink-bottle in the snow outside, the condensation of 
the ink into ice will be accompanied by the com- 
munication of its warmth to the surrounding colder 
substance, as the condensation of matter in the sun 
is being accompanied by the communication of its 
warmth to the earth. Or he may. arrange more 
elaborate experiments, like those of M. Plateau: 


‘*A mass of oil poured into a mixture of water and 
alcohol of the same density as itself, will be seen to as- 
sume the spherical shape which molecular attraction 
would tend to giveit. If it is made to turn around its 
vertical diameter at an increased rate of speed, the sphere 


will be found first to flatten, and after a certain length. 


of time to detach a ring similar to that of Saturn. As 
the speed is still further increased, the ring will be 
broken up, and form into small spheres revolving upon 
their own axes and around the main mass.” 

The mention in the above quotation of the ring of 
Saturn leads us to the fact that the processes 
which we have outlined above are going on around 
us now. We need not try the experiments recom- 
mended above, for we can look upon the heavens 
and see the actual processes of world-formation 
now going on about us. For there are fragments 
of this primary world-vapor yet remaining in our 
system of sun and planets, not yet merged and con- 
densed in the larger and denser bodies. And there 
are still larger masses of it outside of our system 
amid the stars. These masses of gas are of various 
degrees of rareness. Some have solid centers, thus 
apparently being well advanced toward solidification 
into worlds suchasours. Many of them havea double 
motion resembling that of our sun and its planets, 
and are likely to develop into such in the end. By 
comparison of early with recent observations we 
have been able to recognize changes going on in 
some of them. The planet Saturn, a member of the 
same system as our earth, is yet encircled by a ring 
of such gas. These bodies all appear to have a 
rotary motion, like our earth. 

Indeed, this rotary motion is the rule among 
the heavenly bodies. Equally general is the 
curved line of motion in their progress through 
‘space. Among these masses there is found no 
motion in straight lines. -Hence our earth’s rotary 
motion, and its revolution about its sun, are not to 
be supposed specially assigned to it.that it may be 
habitable by life, but instead are merely particular 
instances under general laws governing countless 
other bodies. 

Further “upon this point—that we may observe 
the processes of world-formation going on about us 


to-day under pure'y natural laws—we will add to 
those already named two more classes of bodies in- 
volved in the process. 
and the meteorites. 
were thrown into such cowrses at the time of the 
formation of our solar system that they could not 
unite with any of the larger bodies, or perhaps they 
are continually being projected from our sun by ex- 
plozions, or perhaps they emanate from some other 
source. 
tinual development, change, in the state of the 
heavenly bodies, and lend their countenance to the 
doctrine of world-growth as opposed to that of a 
finished creation by a god. These two classes we 
shall have more to say upon a little farther along. 


These two are the comets 
These stray fragments perhaps. 


In any case, they are instances of con- 


We have said that world-development may be 
seen proceeding in the mists, or nebule, in comets, 
and in meteorites; now we add that it may like- 
wise be observed in the larger and more mature 
bodies. The sun itself exhibits one stage of the 
process. The planets present various others. The 
moon, burnt out and dead, displays the final term. 
Tho millions of stars which spangle the sky represent 
the same state, newly condensed and glowing with 
heat and light, as our sun. : 

Before leaving this point of world-formation, we 
will add that satisfying detail of all the declara- 
tions that we have made on it may be obtained in a 
number of late works by Evolutionary scientists, 
the best probably being Spencer’s “First Prin- 
ciples.” 

Now let us turn to some other aspects of the 
matter. If this earth were the only body known in 
space besides the sun, advocates of design would 
consider this fact as highly favorable to their 
theory that all has been arranged with a view 
solely to the production and service of man. The 
case is, however, that space swarms with other 
bodies, all of which we fairly well know to be unin- 
habited and uninhabitable by any creature like 
man. And as we see that all these other bodies 
were produced without any intention of providing 
for man, we infer that the earth was produced 
without any intention of providing for man. In- 
deed, some of them, as we shall soon show, operate 
to man’s injury. Then, too, their irregularities of 
size, composition, and motion, together with their 
conflict, change, growth, and decay, all form an ag- 
gregate of confusion, waste, and blindness of 
activity quite what we should expect from brute 
nature, and just the opposite of the finished and 
planful work which we should expect from a god. 
The first class of these bodies which we shall men- 
tion is 
The stars. These bodies—consisting of all the 
fixed luminous points that we behold in the skies 
on clear nights, except the moon and the seven 
sister planets of the earth—all are molten and glow- 
ing masses like our sun. Those already distin- 
guished number over sixty million. As at each 
enhancement of telescopic power we discover 
more, their number may be looked on as limitless. 
Of course none is inhabitable. It is not known 
that any of them, with the exception of one, pos- 
sesses a planet, which might be inhabited as is the 
sun’s planet the earth. Some astronomers, to be 
sure, class the lesser member of each of those 
pairs of stars called binary stars as a planet; but 
as each is incandescent, in the state which our own 
planet was in ages ago, it is untenantable by life. 
The planets of our solar system—Mercury, 
Venus, Mars, Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus, Neptune, 
and the earth—are with the exception of the latter 
apparently uninhabitable. Some are too near the 
sun to support life, and others are unfitted by 
other circumstances. Mars is that which comes 
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the nearest to fulfilling the conditions of life, but 
is still a good way from being capable of any such 
lifo as we are acquainted with. 

Smaller planets, or asteroids, to the number of 
nearly two hundred, are found circulating in our 
solar system like the main planets above spoken of. 

Satellites of the planets are another .of these 
classes created with as much labor as the earth yet 
not bearing life like the earth, and hence giving 
support to the belief that the earth was not 
created especially for life. These small bodies, 
which revolve about the planets as the planets 
themselves do about the sun, are twenty-one in 
number. The earth has one, our familiar friend 
the moon. Neptune is the owner of two; Jupiter 
is attended by four; Uranus has six, and Saturn 
enjoys the luxury of eight.* 

The comets are what may be termed the tramps of 
the heaven, and reflect the same discredit on its 
government that the flesh-and-blood tramps do 
upon the administration of earthly states. That is, 
they blemish the conception of a heavenly system 
ordered to man’s use, and finished therefor by a 
competent workman without loose ends and waste. 
Of course, with the correct and physical view of 
the universe they fall in harmoniously, as do all 
things else. This term “comet” is applied to 
masses of fiery gas, sometimes with and sometimes 
without a solid center, which every year or oftener 
burst into view suddenly and unexpectedly, and 
usually fall nearly toward the sun at a prodigious 
speed, whirl around that body in curves of curious 
and exceptional shapes, and fly offinto space nearly 
in the direction from which they came. Some of 
these vagrant objects are of such luminosity as to 
be visible at mid-day, as for instance that of 44 8.0., 
and those of 1402 and 1532. Some are of huge 
size. That of September, 1853, flourished a tail as 
broad as the space which separates the moon from 
the earth, viz., two hundred and forty thousand 
miles. It amused itself by flying along its profligate 
course at the rate of five hundred and seventy-six 
thousand miles a day. These giddy creations are 
so easily seducible by every nymph of Gravitation 
along the wayside that their revolutions are per- 
formed with great irregularity. A Middelburg 
astronomer went to infinite pains to calculate the 
return of the comet which nearly scared the life 
out of the good Christian folk of 1556, and he 
found that it should reappear in 1848, but it has 
not yet shown its face. As we know of no papal 
bull being issued against it, we are at a loss to 
divine the cause of its belatedness. Now, in addition 
to the general unnecessariness, confusedness, etc., 
of this class of bodies, they appear to possess the 
character of dangerousness to the human race. 
Many astronomers think that the gases of some of 
them would poison the atmosphere of the earth if 
they should enter it, and exterminate mankind. It 
is to be hoped that the creator of this prettyish 
universe will not derogate from the credit which 
he enjoys in the minds of too, too Theistic man- 
kind by poisoning them all off like a brood of rats. 
Certainly, the fear that he will commit some such 
ill-advised act—-the belief from appearances that he 
has arranged things so that this unpleasant event 
may sooner or later come about—tends to shake 
confidence in him in the views of many. 

We find that to cover this theme of Astronomy 
and Design will require, besides this article, all. the 
space at our disposal in our next issue; and that to 
answer the other points in the letter of Mr. Ander- 
son will occupy our available columns the week 
after that. So, here, we may say to our readers, as 
the Puritan divine used to say in introducing his 
sermon on The Torments of Hell—“ Here you see 
your future before you.” 


Some Handsome Premiums. 


To induce new subscriptions and prompt renew- 


als on the part of our friends we make the follow- 
ing handsome premium offers: 

For $4.50 we will send Taz TRUTH SEEKER one 
year ($3) and a cloth-bound copy of “ Bible Myths” 
($2.50). 

For $4.50 we will send Taz Trura SEEKER one 


year ($3) and “The Freethinker’s Pictorial Text- 
Book” in cloth ($2.50). 

For $4 we will send Tuz Trur SEEKER one year 
($3) and “The Freethinker’s Pictorial Text-Book” 
in boards ($2). 

For $4 we will send Tur Trura SEEKER one year 
($3) and a copy of “ Old Testament Stories Comic- 
ally Illustrated ” in cloth covers ($1.50). 

For $3.50 we will send Tue Truru SEEKER one 
year ($3) and “Old Testament Stories Comically 
Illustrated” in board covers ($1). 

This is a splendid opportunity to obtain books 
which every Liberal desires to hav at an exceed- 
ingly low price. Old and new subscribers can avail 
themselvs of it, and we shall be glad if our present 
readers will call the attention of their friends to 
the values offered. 

For $5.00 we will send Taz Trura SEEKER one 
year ($3.00) and “ Paine’s Great Works Complete,” 
(3.00). This edition of Paine’s works contains a 
picture of Paine, of the statue proposed to be 
erected in Chicago, and of his monument in New 
Rochelle. 

For $5.00 we will send Taz Truru SEEKER one 
year ($3.00) and “The World’s Sages, Thinkers, 
and Reformers” ($3.00). By D. M. Bennett. 

segs 
Acknowledgment. 

Credit to Mr. E. Smith should hav been given 
several weeks ago for a $5 bill presented to us to 
spread the light of Freethought. It has gone the 
way of the others, to scatter papers and leaflets. 
We also acknowledge recent gifts from our valued 
friends N. F. Griswold, of $2; L. C. Geertson, $5; 
Wm. T. Carter, M.D., $1; John Morse, 50 cents. 
The wish of rost of these donors is that the money 
be used to distribute World’s Fair leaflets. This 
has been done. We are willing to be almoners in 
this matter, but we recommend to the attention of 
opposers of Sunday Closing the example of Mr. 
Louis Adler, of Lexington, Ky., who sent for $5 
worth to use in his town. More than a few people 
in that city will get their eyes opened. 

We are truly grateful for these lifts in the work, 
and no less for the encouraging words which accom- 
pany them. To those also who hay sent new sub- 
scribers we return heartiest thanks. We assure all 
that we fully appreciate their aid, without which 
substantial progress cannot bemade. And we trust 
that we shall deserve it also from others. 


We send this issue of THe Trura SEEKER to 
many hundreds of people throughout the country 
who will now see it for the first time. Every one 
of them may know that he has been remembered 
by some Freethought friend, who has sent us his 
name, and a keen sense of courtesy for that friend’s 
thoughtfulness ought to induce the recipient to 
subscribe, which he is hereby invited to do. But 
whether we get a subscriber or not, hundreds of 
brains will be given an impetus to think in a new 
direction, and that is half the battle. These new 
readers are assured that this issue is but a fair ex- 
ample of what THe Trurn SEEKER is every week— 
filled with solid food for thought, intelligence not 
obtained elsewhere, and scientific expositions of 
great value to one who thinks for himself. So we 
invite them, one and all, to send us a year’s sub- 
scription, or such part thereof as they find con- 
venient. 


Our Work With Congress. 


The Columbian Exposition Committee of the 
House of Representativs was compelled last week 
to listen to good solid Freethought reasons why 
the World’s Fair should not be closed to the great 
American public on Sundays. They were much 
averse to hearing any arguments, but were forced 
to by the various interests. They found also that 
Mr. Putnam had a few thousand people with him, 
and they were compelled to listen to him with the 
rest. 

The prospects for repealing the Sunday-closing 
clause are not so encouraging as we could wish, 
though Mayor Washburne of Chicago takes a rosy 


view of the situation. But the Washington corre- 


spondent of the Zémes of that city describes the. 


situation in this way: 


‘What Sunday opening is in danger of is inaction. 
The committee has taken little interest in the hearings. | 


.At no time has a quorum of the committee been present. 


The committee shows no disposition to act, and there are 
reasons to apprehend that it will not report the Dur- 
borow resolution atal. Ifit should report the resolu- 
tion it would be difficult to get the matter before the 
house unless a majority of the members wanted it consid- 
ered, and a majority of the members would rather not 
hav the question brought up. 

‘*Of course, all the Sunday closers want to sidetrack the 
resolution, and of the members who individually want 
the Fair opened many would rather not be called on to 
vote again on the Sunday question. They will not ask 
the committee on rules to giv the resolution a day, and 
if it got a day they would be likely to absent themselvs. 
This would probably leave the Sunday closers in a ma- 
jority. 

‘The most sanguin advocates of Sunday opening only 
say that the chances of success are reasonably good. 
Other advocates of Sunday opening say privately that the 
House will not repeal the Sunday-closing condition. In- 
action by the committee and House rather than adverse 


| action is the thing feared.” 


This agrees with our advices from Mr. Putnam, 
who will be compelled by the attitude of the com- 
mittee to stay in Washington for several weeks 
longer. If the committee conclude to report the 
resolutions, the subject can only be brought before 
the House by special vote of the Committee on 
Rules, which has already reported enough to take 
up two years’ time of Congress. It will be Mr. 
Putnam’s task to induce the committee to report 
the resolutions and then to induce the House to act 
upon them. Naturally any action will be opposed 
by the Sunday-closing element, which is manifesting. 
itself very strongly. The churches and ministers 
are hard at work, and, we are sorry to say, with 
apparent effectivness. They are making Sunday 
closing an issue and hav no hesitancy about bull- 
dozing their Congressional representativs or anyone 
else they can get hold of. The Congressmen are 
overwhelmed with letters from churchmen, and it 
has had an effect upon them. The trouble is that a. 
large number of members who believe in Sunday 
opening on principle and as a matter of right are 
too timid to vote their convictions in the face of 
organized opposition from the churches and 
ministers. These statesmen argue that the men 
who want the Fair open on Sunday are reasonable 
men who will not permit their judgment or their 
votes to be affected by failure to get what they 
want. While on the other hand the church people 
who ave for Sunday closing will, if their wishes are 
thwarted, lose their tempers and at the next election 
make trouble for those who vote against them. 
This reasoning shows that the Freethinkers could 
resort to a little bulldozing with advantage. The 
vote of a Freethinker counts as large a one as the | 
vote of the most bigoted preacher in the country. 
Our “ statesmen” should be told of this fact. 

The thing to do then, is to write early and write 
often and write hard and loud to the men who fill 
representativ positions in Washington. And while 
writing to representativs drop a friendly note also 
to Mr. Putnam, at 1,325 G street N.W., telling him 
of what you hav done and assuring him of your aid. 
He is working single-handed and alone there for 
our cause, and deserves and ‘should hav all the 
moral and financial support Freethinkers can giv 
him. Write to your Congressman at once! 

Seg 

Rev. J. F. Carson, of a Brooklyn Presbyterian 
church, a Sunday or two ago preached a sermon 
entitled “The Vaporings of Robert Ingersoll.” 
He said: “The religious sentiment of Brooklyn 
was outraged on last Sabbath evening by the utter- 
ances of aman who is recognized as the leader of 
modern infidelity. In his lecture on ‘The Gods’ 
Mr. Ingersoll asserts that God is a creature of the 
imagination and that every nation sets up for itself 
its own peculiar god. If Mr. Ingersoll’s assertions 
are true, then the history of the world must be. 
revised, aye, rewritten, and it must be shown that 
Judas Iscariot was a better man than Jesus Christ; 
that Bradlaugh was a better man than Gladstone; 
that Robert G. Ingersoll is a better citizen than Rev. 
Phillips Brooks,” It is as pleasing as it is rare to 
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meet a pulpitic utterance with which we can agree 
in so many points. For true it is, good parsonling, 
that (1) God ¿s a creature of the imagination, that 
(2) every nation does set up for itself its own peculiar 
god, that (8) the history of the world must be re- 
vised, aye, rewritten, that (4) Judas Iscariot was a 
better man than Jesus Christ, that (5) Bradlaugh 
was a better man than Gladstone, and that (6) 
Robert Q. Ingersoll is a better citizen than Rev. 
Phillips Brooks. 


Our Distant Brother Manifest. 


My Drar Broruzr: When I first jarred loose 
from my nativ state of Maine and took my way 
toward the West, I did nct think that I should 
make so long a journey before settling down per- 
manently. Itis always hard to tell how such breaks 
as I then made will “terminate in the end,” as we 
say here, but I suppose one reason why I did not 
reflect more accurately upon the subject is that I 
was only a year old at the time to which I allude. 
But we will let that pass. 

You remember that possibly ten years ago you 
put on the exchange list of Tue TRUTH SEEKER a 
newspaper with a big eye in the head of it; and 
that it was one of those papers which struck the 
reader as having somebody behind it actuated by a 
certain amount of cnssedness. It was the Hye, 
which still flourishes and the editor of which I 
now am. My associate, Packard, is the actuated 
party. 

This city of Snohomish is quite an old town. I 
suppose that white people came to this vicinity and 
settled as much as forty years ago. : We hav a 
character in this western country that older parts 
know nothing about. It is the Father of the City. 
The father of the city came here to the northwest 
before the war. Why he did so I hav never inquired. 


- He took up a claim or two, agriculture or timber, 


or both. Perhaps he opened a tavern or a store, or 
both, and by swapping red liquor for the red man’s 
product, labor, or land, acquired a whole lot of de- 
sirable domain. In some cases he sorted out the best- 
looking squaw available and so had a housekeeper. 
Logging men from Maine and Wisconsin were the 
pioneers of the region, and their trade built up the 
settlements. The prospectiv father of the city 
hung on to his land and got more as fast as he 
could. 

The latè H. L. Vesler was called the father of 
Seattle and saw it grow from a lumber camp to a 
city of upward of fifty thousand inhabitants. Down 
the river a few miles from where I pen these lines 
is the town of Lowell, the father of which still exists, 
and he isn’t an old man either. The townsite 
that a few gallons of whisky and a plug of tobacco 
would hav bought at the time Mr. Smith attained 
his majority is now worth a half a million or go. 

The sire of Snohomish is the Hon. E. C. Ferguson, 
who is called Ferg. to show that we are not stuck 
up. He got here early and stayed, and now he has 
his reward. A well-located lot 60x 120 is worth as 
much to-day as the townsite would hav sold for 
when he discovered it, and as he has more lots than 
` there are shingles on a barn, I presume he feels that 
his life hasnot been wholly thrown away. The people 
here who hav made our city’s parent wealthy hav also 
made him distinguished. Until within the past few 
years he presided over all public meetings, and 
over conventions Democratic or Republican with 
equal dignity ; he has been to the legislature and is 
the permanent mayor. Of late the county has gota 
trifle too large for him to handle, but the city is 
his. 

The aborigin of the Sound country still walks 
the streets of its cities. He is not a high type of 


humanity, being undersized, intellectually feeble, 


and constitutionally opposed to labor. The Sno- 
homish Indian is known as the Siwash, and he looks 
upon himself as the noblest work of an ingenious 
creator. The term Siwash, as I understand it, is 
Indian for man, from the original and genuin type. 
The whites are Boston-men and classed with the 
Chinese as no mold. The Snohomish Indians were 
always tolerably friendly to white men, in which 
respect they differed from the Northern or Klickitat 
Indians, who regarded the early settler as his game 
and therefore hunted him. 

A good many of the pioneers in this section a 
generation ago took Indian women for companions 
and housekeepers, and proceeded to populate the 
country. In those days it was the respectable 
thing to do. Some very fine young men and some 
very handsome young women are the result. Also 
others who are not so fine or so handsome. The 
half-breed young man, in many instances, is more 
given to loping over the trail on a cayuse than to 
following industrial pursuits. Those that hav 
inherited ranches make first-class farmers. Some 


years ago the courts ordered that all squaw men 
(men living with Indian women) should marry 
their housekeepers or leave them. The result was 
separation in some cases and marriage in others. 
Vhite men who left their Indian wives often did 
Vorse later on. Those who went through the for- 
mality of a marriage ceremony hav, so far as I can 
see, no reason to regret it. Their sons are well 
reared and their daughters marry well. Custom, 
however, does not permit public allusion to the 
mixed blood. If a pioneer dies, the newspaper re- 
porting his death may not with propriety say that 
his relict is a nativ. Ifa daughter marries, no al- 
lusion to her mother is permissible, though her 
father’s history may be given in full and he will re- 


new his subscription the next time he comes into 
town. 


_ I got myself into trouble once by going too deep 
into history before I found out how things stood. 
An old and wealthy rancher died and had a largely 
attended funeral. In the front pew sat an intelligent- 
looking lady in deep mourning, two or three 
handsome young women, and as many well dressed 
and well-appearing young men. They composed 
the family of the deceased. While noticeably of 
the brunet type the said family was one of which 
any man might be justifiably proud. In reporting 
the funeral I alluded to the visible traces of abo- 
riginal blood, which was a very serious break; but 
I ripped things all the way up the back by adding 
that the swarthy young preacher who pronounced 
the funeral discourse might easily hav been mis- 
taken for one of the family. ‘It didn’t take me long 
to find out that I had been indiscreet, for all the 
friends of the deceased held me up at the first op- 
portunity and inquired if I couldn’t let the dead 
rest. When I explained that no slur was meditated 
they made remarks from the tenor of which I judge 
that they really underestimated my intelligence. I 
hav since been instructed in the etiquet of such 
occasions, but am still waiting for some one to tell 
me why the man with an Indian wife, or the son of 
an Indian mother, and the daughter of one, may 
not be as proud of their connection and as self- 
respecting as anybody else, provided they know as 
eee and behave as well as the balance of the pop- 
ation. 


Snohomish has seven or eight church organiza- 
tions and five church buildings. The Catholic 
branch has the least local strength. Since that old 
reprobate, Father Francis Xavier Guay, was tarred 
and feathered and unanimously requested to accept 
some other charge, the church has not been able to 
recover its former hold upon the community. The 
sisters of mercy held on for a while, but when the 
mother superior sequestered a small-pox patient, 
started a private. burying-ground in the backyard, 
and then got out of town in the night, under the 
well-grounded apprehension that she would other- 
wise be burnt out, good Romanists were heard to 
say that Snohomish appeared to contain an element 
prejudicial to the spread of Catholicism. 


The state of Washington suffers (so I under- 
stand, though I havn’t heard her groan) from the 
lack of a law against Sunday labor, and our city 
ordinances contain no reference to such desecra- 
tion. ‘There came pretty near being a test case of 
the matter last summer, in which your correspond- 
ent was selected as the defendant. The offense 
consisted in the digging of a hole, by myself and 
others, for the reception of a liberty pole to be 
dedicated on the Fourthof July. Our Presbyterian 
clergyman opened hostilities by commanding us to 
desist, and upon our refusing to do so brought the 
city marshal to the spot. In the absence of any 
ordinance to work under, the marshal’s interven- 
tion was merely advisory and did not prove effec- 
tiv. The county officials were appealed to, but the 
prosecuting attorney had his sporting clothes on 
and would not abandon the project of catching 
a few trout, Sunday or no Sunday. The clergyman 
had not proceeded far toward the sheriff's resi- 
dence, before he ran across one of his deacons 
hoeing potatoes in his garden. This raised in his 
mind the question whether hoeing potatoes on 
Sunday was not quite as culpable as raising a 
liberty pole, and he turned homeward in a state of 
great depression. The flagstaff went up, and I 
suppose the potatoes got hoed, but in view of the 
hostil attitude of the clergy the liberty pole was 
dedicated and the flag raised without religious ser- 
vices. However, the mayor presided, the city 
attorney delivered an oration, a member of the bar 
read the Declaration of Independence, and our 
county auditor gave us Webster’s invocation for the 
preservation of the American Union. The flag and 
the pole were presented to the city, but I expect 
that the clergyman has repudiated the whole outfit, 
for he immediately got a flag of his own, which, on 


Columbus day, he had flung to the breeze, or the! 


37 


E rather, before our color sergeant was out of 
ed. 

If the:e remarks do not cause you to lose any 
subscribers who hav taken your paper from its 
first issue, but hav to draw the line somewhere, I 
may write you again. Snohomish differs more or 
less from New York, and you may be interested to 
know in what regard. I send greeting to such of 
your readers as recall the Man with the Badgepin, 
who, chastened by experience and sobered by 
paternal responsibilities, is 

Your affectionate brother, Gzo. E. Macponaup. 

Snohomish, Wash. 


One Thing and Another. 


: The rather pious house of Funk & Wagnalls publishes 
in the Literary Digest Tum Trura Serxer’s recent 
statement upon the effect of Professor Briggs’s teaching. 
The editor of the Digest regards our journal as an “ In- 
fidel organ.” 


The new lectures by Colonel Ingersoll are not yet in 
print in pamphlet form, and may not be until Mr. Farrell 
publishes new editions of his books. We hav a few 
copies of Tae TRUTH Srexer returned from newsdealers 
containing the lecture on Voltaire, but even that supply 
is very limited. What we hav, however, will be sent to 
early purchasers—14 cents for the two numbers. 


The Leaflet advocating the Sunday opening of the 
World’s Fair ought to be scattered by the thousands. We 
are now sending them to Congressmen and to others who 
may be influenced by argument. We need money to do 
this, and those who can afford to aid are requested to do 
so. The price of the Leaflet is 25 cents per dozen; $1.50 
per hundred. Anyone who will distribute five hundred 
or a thousand can obtain them at special rates. 


We shall shortly publish the fourth edition of the 
‘Crimes of Preachers.” If our readers see any records 
of the clergy being guilty of ministerial conduct, from 
lying to murder, they will add to the world’s knowledge 
and the cause.of truth by marking the report and for- 
warding the paper containing it to this office. We desire 
to do all the justice possible to the reverend clergy who 
so kindly constitute themselvs our moral and religious 
guardians. 


We hav received the book spoken of last week, ‘‘Dy- 
namic Theory of Life and Mind,” and on another page 
will be found a comprehensiv notice of it by Mr. A. L. 
Leubuscher, who was so much taken with it upon seeing 
a copy in our office that he calls the review a labor of 
love. The value of the work, he says, grows upon one 
as itis read, and he holds it to be one of the best ever 
published in the interest of Rationalism and Freethought. 
The work is fully illustrated, with explicit contents table, 
and compact index. Price, $2.75. 


Our readers who are acquainted with Dr. Edgar C. 
Beall, the well-known author of ‘‘The Brain and the 
Bible,” and a phrenologist as well of Cincinnati, may be 
interested to learn that heis now a resident of New York, 
occupying a position in the editorial department of 
the Phrenological Journal. His professional services 
may be obained hereafter at the consultation rooms of 
the Fowler & Wells Co. Mr. Beall is a bright writer, as 
his ‘‘ Brain and the Bible” show, and he can probably 
tell as much about a man’s character from looking at him 
as any other phrenologist—perhaps more than most. 


—_»>— 


Colonel Ingersoll will start on his Western tour January 
20th for the purpose of delivering a series of lectures in 
Western cities. On the 22d he will lecture in Detroit on 
‘‘ Voltaire.” From there he will go to Chicago, where 
on the 23d he will deliver his new lecture on ‘‘ Robert 
Burns.” He also has some law business to transact in 
the Windy City, which he expects to finish in time to 
allow him to lecture at Dowagiac on the 25th, the sub- 
ject being ‘‘Shakspere.” His other dates are, Cleve- 
land, January 27th, ‘‘Shakspere;” Cincinnati, January 
29th, ‘‘ Voltaire ;’ Louisville, January 30th, ‘‘Shak- 
spere;” Lexington, January 3ist, ‘‘Shakepere.” 

j rn 


Little Blasphemies. 
The man who throws a banana skin on the sidewalk 


never trips over it bimself, and yet we wonder at the 
spread of Infidelity.—New York Herald. 


Some boys thinks they is awful good cause their folks 
never misses church, rain or shine, but I notice when 
they has a apple they never offers me a bite. They always 
chums with some boys wot’s got poor front teeth. —Little 
Johnny. 


Merlin: “Rev. Longwind will be glad to enter eter- 
nity, I fancy.” 

Godwin: ‘‘ Why ?” 

Merlin: ‘He will then hav time to preach as long a 
sermon as he likes.” 

‘I think I made an impression on Job- 
was reading him about the many man- 


Elder Berry: 
lots to-day; 
iE Thirdly: “Did he want one?” 
Dr. Thirdly: ‘‘ Did he want on 
Elder Beriy: “He didn’t go as far as that; but he ad- 
mitted that flats had their advantages.” : 
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Soience and Progress. 


Consistent Spaniards. 


A committee of duchesses and countesses called 
upon Premier Sagasta last week to make him veto 
the proposed inauguration of a Protestant church 
in a suburb of Madrid. Our evangelical reviews 
justly remark that Spain is at least a hundred years 
behind the progressiv nations of Europe, but we 
should add that Spanish Freethinkers are gener- 
ally radicals and begin to form ‘an influential fac- 
tion in national politics. Spain, indeed, has no 
lack of Protestants, but they are consistent enough 
to protest against Jerusalem as well as Rome. 
They prefer positiv facts to half-wayisms, and do 
not try to compromise science and the New Testa- 
ment. As the philosopher Schopenhauer aptly 
summed up the standpoint of the Christian sects: 
“You teach myths,” says the Anglican bishop to 
his. Roman Catholic brother. “And you don’t 
teach Christianity,” justly retorts the Catholic. 
For or against, Science or Bible. We cannot dis- 
pute our brother’s privilege to prefer faith to rea- 
son, but if we wunt to collect tithes in the name 
of the man of Galilee, we hav no right to reject 
penance and the monastic worship of sorrow. 


Where the Birds Go. 

« What becomes of dead birds?” is a question 
that has puzzled the naturalists of all nations. 
How is it that their bodies are so rarely found by 
hunters and peasants? Even Professor Agassiz 
despaired of fathoming the mystery, but a gleam of 
hope comes from Transylvania, where a hermit has 
founded a new sect on the principle that repent- 
ance is unavailing unless followed by a public con- 
fession of sins. If the worthy reformer should 
establish a mission among our rural darkies, the 
problem of ages might yet be solved, as far as the 
total disappearance of turkeys is concerned. 


- A Chamber of Science. 

When the emperor Napoleon visited the city of 
Amsterdam he was struck by the stately appear- 
ance of the new custom house and the large num- 
ber of rooms sheltered by the roof of the vast 
edifice. “I hear you are going to start a bureau 
of commerce in one of these halls?” he asked the 
burgomaster, who had volunteered the functions 
of a cicerone. ‘Yes, but we had better stick to 
the right name; they call it a ‘chamber of com- 
merce, ” * said the frank Dutchman. “Your 
majesty has not left us commerce enough to fill a 
hall.” On the same principle the city of Vienna 
ought to call her new academy a chamber of com- 
merce. Count Taaffe, the Jesuit politician, has not 
left the Austrian empire science enough to justify 
the need of a “lyceum.” 

Climate and Freethought. 

On our own side of the Atlantic the prevalence 
of Freethought seems to increase with the dis- 
tance from the equator. In Europe, too, Rational- 
ism is a product of the higher latitudes, and the 
dominions of the czar make only an apparent ex- 
ception from that rule. Baron Hanstein, who 
can claim a thorough acquaintance with the social 
condition of the Russian empire, remarks that the 
“creed of science” (Agnosticism) has become & 
sort of Freemasonry among the educated classes of 
northern Russia, and that at the fashionable sup- 
per tables of St. Petersburg the ridicule of orthodox 
absurdities forms a favorit topic of conversation, 
even in the presence of government officials. Pro- 
fessional spies, he adds, swarm among the upper 
ten, but- they connive at such indiscretions and 
limit their attention to the discovery of political 
infidelities. 

Fairies and Fire-Fiends. 

Frederica Bremer, in one of her popular novels, 
describes a romantic boy retiring to a mountain- 
meadow to indulge his visions of the good old 
times when such solitudes were peopled with 
gnomes and fairies. The screech of a locomotiv 
awakens him from his day-dream. “ Hav the days 
of the idyls departed forever ?”’ he asks himself; but 
in his revolt against the tyranny of Materialism he 
changes his purpose of becoming a merchant and 
resolves to study for the ministry. The conception 
is really poetic and full of suggestivness, but it 
should not hav been ‘prostituted in the service of 
the clerical interest. The hideous dreariness of 
our latter-day life is compatible with the Christian 
worship of sorrow far more than with the pagan 
worship of joy. For centuries the forests of south- 
ern Europe were enlivened by the dances of nymphs 
and fauns; dryads whispered in the thickets, and 
the voice of the Echo awakened the tradition of a 
maid pining away in search of her lost lover. 
Every spring, every grove, had its tutelary deity; 

. and no reasonable philosopher objected to the 


popularity of such harmless fancies. But the creed 
of the Galilean fanatics peopled the wilderness 
with demons, the exponents `of anti-naturalism 
scented a fiend wherever the pagans had worshiped 
& god; the pantheon of the outdoor world became & 
pandemonium. A medieval woman, captured in 
the attempt to revisit the moonlight haunts of 
Diana, would at once hav been burnt as a witch; and 
the belief in fairies, once so popular in northern 
Europe, was merely a revival of paganism, and was 
fiercely suppressed by the priests, who cut down 
sacred groves and arrested ballad-singers to crush 
out the last lingering traces of nature-worship. 
Indiscreet Bigots. 

The revelations of the Panama scandal hav 
awakened the hyena-howls of bigots all over France, 
and the champions of the Orleanist party plainly 
insinuate that the prevalence of corruption is due 
to the social and religious license incident to a re- 
publican form of government, and that.an honest 
‘administration of public affairs is impossible with- 
out the restoration of the royal exiles. Boodle 
epidemics seem, indeed, to hav spread from the 
United States to the transatlantic republics (for the 
Swiss Bund is now investigating a scandal of its 
own), but the Orleanists forget that all the national 
and international swindles of this century are 
dwarfed by the monster fraud of the “ Mississippi 
Land Company,” organized by the mountebank 
Law, and that the chief patron and accomplice of 
that landshark was a prince of the house of Orleans. 


A Business Opening. 
The colonies of the Congo country seem unable 
to hold their own against the inroads of the Arabs, 


though liberal inducements hav been held out to 


almost any kind of permanent settlers—Chinamen 
not excepted. Some five hundred thousand square 
miles of productiv uplands hav been practically 
abandoned, though there is no doubt that a few 
thousand resolute colonists could maintain them- 
selvs with ease against the blunderbuss-armed fol- 
lowers of the Prophet., The Belgian paupers 
prefer their slums to the wilderness of the Dark 
Continent; but are the Latter-day Saints not miss- 
ing a rare opportunity for the reestablishment of 
their lost Zion?. Compared with the sandhills of 
Utah the valley of the Congo is a paradise, and the 
Mohammedans would welcome the doughty polyg- 
amists as natural allies. 


A Peasant Philosopher. 


A little mountain house near the village of Gois- 
ern in the Austrian alps has become an object of 
interest to numerous tourists, and even a goal of 
international pilgrimages, like the cottage of Hcnry 
Thoreau at Walden pond. Its former proprietor, 
Anton Deubler, was in many respects the greatest 
living curiosity of the Alpenland. His education 
was that of a poor highland boy, but by reading 
books and newspapers wkenever he could get hold 
of them he managed :o widen his mental horizon 
to a degree altogether abnormal among the nativs 
of that wildern-ss. At sixteen years of age he had 
become so disgusted with the mummeries cf his 
village church that he preferred to pass his Sun- 
days in the solitude of the mountains. At twenty- 
four he began to ccrrespond with such men as 
Buchner, Huxley, and the chevalier Feuerbach, 
though he continued to attend to a little gristmill 
and shared the fare and the hardships of his 
rustic neighbors. Those neighbors suspected his 
metaphysical doxy, but respected him as a man of 
the most honorable principles in his dealings with 
his fellow-men—so much, indeed, that in 1869 they 
elected him mayor of Goisern. Deubler assumed 
the authority of that office just long enough to 
banish sectarian theology from the public schools, 
and then returned to his gristmill, having no taste 
for “playing the village Bismarck,” as he expressed 
it. In midsummer he increased his emoluments by 
guiding tourists to the upper Alps, and thus man- 
aged to save money enough to ‘open a little 
summer hotel of his own, which soon became a 
favorit vacation resort of the Austrian Freethink- 
ers. The success of that venture enabled the old 
man to devote the few remaining years of his life 
to his favorit studies. Being a convert to the 
gospel of physical exercise, he worked a few hours 
at a carpenter-bench every morning; but along- 
side of his workshop he had a library adorned with 
the busts of his literary idols and the framed auto- 
graphs of many distinguished visitors of his hos- 
tlery. Deubler died as he had lived, and at his 
special request was buried without any religious 
ceremonies, under a block of granit inscribed 
merely with his name and the date of his death. 

F. L. Oswazp. 
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Please renew your subscription and obtain an- 
other subscriber. 


A Digest of Sciénce. 


` Rationalism received a New Year’s present of 
immense value. Itis in the shape of a volume 
presented by James B. Alexander, of Minneapolis, 
and its full title is: “The Dynamic Theory of Life 
and Mind: an attempt to show that all Organic 
Beings are both Constructed and Operated by the 
Dynamic Agencies of their respectiv Environments.” 
In other words, it is a careful digest of scientific 
facts upon the principle that environment explains 
everything. This comprehensiv work contains 
1,067 large pages, over 400 illustrations, 87 chapters, 
and a 3-column index of 11 pages. 

The title of the book is somewhat misleading to 
most people, as they might conclude from the . 
phrase, “ The Dynamic Theory,” that the work is a 
philosophical treatis, whereas it is nothing but a 


collation of undisputed facts silently showing by 


their cumulativ force how moving matter molds all 
forms. But let the author speak for himself: 

“It is my endeavor in this volume to point out 
that organisms, instead of being hand-made and 
purposiv, are machine-built machines, and oper- 
ated, when built, by forces outside of themselvs. 
As we are more interested in ourselvs than in other 
organisms, especial care has been taken to ascertain 
the relationship of man to other animals and to 
point out their resemblances and contrasts. To 
this end I hav cited a large number of facts that 
cannot fail to interest every intelligent person, 
whether he agrees with my conclusions or-not.” 

The following incidental summary is extracted 
from his chapter on “ Habit,” on page 315, and is a 
good example of the author’s thought and style: 

“If we now pause to take a brief retrospect of 
the ground thus far passed over we shall find 
Habit appearing as the immediate and visible 
cause of almost every organic change, whether in 
development or evolution. In the development of 
the embryo the successiv changes follow each other 
in the order which the habits of myriads of genera- 
tions hav established. In the advance by way of 
these habitual changes the embryo is carried 
through numerous forms of no permanent use to 
it; forms which are maintained for only a brief 
space and then modified and altered out of recog- 
nition. No rational account of such an indirect 
and wasteful mode of developmental progress can 
be given, except that nature possessed no cheaper 
way, in general, than the way of habif. Whenever 
new habits hav been introduced, such introduction 
has been effected by extremely slow processes, 
which hav invariably consisted ın the gradual 
modification of old habits—a modification so grad- 
ual, and taken on by steps so infinitesimal, that 
every habit is, to a greater or less éxtent, alwaysan old 
habit. What has been said on bilateralism, on the _ 
evolution of the osseous system, on the effects of 
food, periodicity, temperature, water and dessica- 
tion, on respiration and parasitism, shows how the 
slow modifications of ancient habits hav slowly modi- 
fied the ancient’ organic forms. How different de- 
grees and qualities of activity between the two 
sides of the body hav conferred dexterity upon one 
side at the expense of the other, how the periodicity 
of the molar movements of the universe hav entailed 
a corresponding periodicity on organic habits, 
which has in time been reflected on habitual or- 
ganic forms, how varying habits of respiration hav 
begotten varying forms of respiratory apparatus, 
and how, in the cases of animal and vegetable 
parasitism, the disuse of functions and habits is 
followed by the suppression of their characteristic 
organs. 

“It is to habit, therefore, the habit of function 
or movement, that we must attribute the creation 
and modification of organs. Thisis conspicuously ob- 
vious from the numerous illustrations that hav been 
given, and from the numerous other illustrations that 
cannot hav failed to come under the observation of 
everyone. This induction implies that the func- 
tion exists before the organ. It may be asked how 
a function can be performed before an organ for 
its performance has been creaied. The answer 
will be plain enough when we shall hav considered 
the bottom facts and ultimate nature of differentia- 
tion and habit. As already observed, the habit of 
the organism depends on the impulses of its envi- 
ronment. Some of our illustrations conspicuously 
point this out. Such is the case in ‘periodicity,’ 
in which the movements of the solar universe. en- 
tail corresponding effects in the habits of all or- 
ganic beings. The degrees of saltness or freshness 
in water has its effect on the organisms within its 
influence. The force of currents of water and 
air has its effect in first causing new uses to be at- 
tached to old organs of locomotion, and second, by 
this means of new habits, creating modifications of 
the organs. Endless argument might be brought 
to prove that the organism is made by its environ- 
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ment. To maintain otherwise is to hold that the 
organism is originally self-existent, that something 
“may spring from nothing, that the organic being 
may create something from nothing, and giv more 
than it receives. This cannot be. Whatever force 
or. energy an organism manifests must hav been 
loaned to it from a source outside of itself. 

“ Fortunately, in the matter under consideration, 
the original cause of organic modification may be 
traced and located beyond the boundaries of the 
organic world—using the term organic in its ac- 
customed sense, as distinguished from the mineral 
or inorganic. All the habits of organic bodies, 
whether vegetable or animal, are traceable directly 
or indirectly to habits of the motion and affections 
of matter, which, if not original and innate, were at 
least anterior to organisms.” The remainder of 
ne chapter on Habit is too specific to be quoted 

ere. 

The author therefore holds and shows that the 
Mind is not, and cannot be, what spiritualists claim 
it to be, a substance, a piece of sublimated matter, 
a thing; but that it is and can be naught else than 
a habit incorporated from the environment, an 
aptitude, a process. He says: “I believe the 
present state of knowledge to be sufficiehtly ad- 
vanced to furnish plausible, if not demonstrativ, proof 
that the mind is not a person or thing at all, but that 
mental action is a form of physical energy. This 
theory would take mental action out of the region 
of fancy, whim, and caprice, and place it along with 
everything else in nature, under the dominion of 
law which we can learn to watch in its operation 
and trace in its certain and inevitable effects.” 

He disagrees with the theory of phrenology, and 
seeks to overthrow that system, but the two systems 
can be easily reconciled, and in their reconciliation 
the true philosophy will be found. To quote a 
short passage on this point from an elaborate ex- 
position, he says (page 646): “As assumed by that 
-(phrenological) system, the brain is the organ of the 
Mind, as proved by scientific research, it is the 
organ of the Environment. In the simplest animal 
forms there is no perceptible nervous system. The 
animal is moved by external stimuli directly applied 
to move the whole body of the infinitesimal animal, 
or some part of him. When, by evolution, the 


animal attained such a size that a stimulus applied’ 


on one side was too far away to affect the opposit 
side by direct contact, the stimulus made for itself 
a pathway across the body of the animal. This 
pathway constitutes the earliest form of the nervous 
system, but it involves the entire principle upon 
which all the subsequent developments of it are 
founded. No. matter how extensiv and com- 
plicated the nervous system becomes, it is 
never anything more than a pathway between 
the body in the environment from which the 
stimulus is projected, and the muscle which is 
adapted to be moved by it. The fact of the im- 
mense development of the brain, as a part of this 
pathway, does not alter the principle. The de 
velopment of the brain has come about by the 
great number and variety of the stimuli on one 
side, and the great number and variety of the 
muscular movements possible on the other. The 
brain may be compared (remotely) with the central 
office of a city telephone system. If there were 
but two subscribers to the telephone, no ‘central’ 
would be required. But when there are three, a 
simple ganglion of switches is necessary to shunt 
the message and enable one to communicate with 
either of the others. This shunting arrangement, 
acting under the direction of the sender, no matter 
how many subscribers, never becomes anything 
more than an inserted adjunct in the pathway of 
communication, qualifying the pathway, but in no 
manner affecting the message. The comparison is 
general, but is incomplete in important particulars. 
The body is a community of parts having gen- 
eral identical interests. The stimuli from different 
parts and from the environment, meeting in the 
brain, modify, neutralize, and reinforce each other, 
so that the stimulus, starting from any given 
source, may reach a different muscle and accom- 
plish a different motor action from what it would 
hav done if the brain had been different or absent. 
But the passage of every stimulus into the brain 
modifies it, and renders it liable to offer a different 
reaction against subsequent stimuli. In this re- 
spect the central organ may be compared to a bar 
formed in the bed of a river by the deposit of al- 
luvial matter, which thereafter deflects and arrests 
the current by which it was created.” 

When the author controverts the doctrin of 
phrenology and the dicta of common sense, which 
assert that the brain is the organ of the mind, he 
forgets what he himself argues elsewhere; he for- 
gets that the mind is but the stored propension of 
the environment, stored through countless ages of 


habitude; and all that phrenology and common 
sense claim is that a new suggestion or stimulus 
from the environment may liberate the storage- 
battery called the brain, and may use its stored 
propensity and aptitude to attend or mind a thing, 
that is, may point its discharge. We would like to 
hear from the author on this aspect of the case. 

The author: marshals his facts by the thousand 
to prove that all organs are the outcome of their 
environment. The implication from this doctrin 
appears to be that the Environment (or the universe 
at large) pressing upon the local (locked-up) organ- 
ism, seems to seek for entrance and utterance; as 
we find ‘that through the discharge of the tension 
which the Environment created in the organism, it, 
the environment, expresses itself. Obstacle, press- 
ure, evil—in a word, environment—is the only god 
that can possibly exist. It is a goad* driving us 
on to progress, to fuller and finer good. 

In my opinion the dynamic theory alone is insuf- 
ficient to explain the problems of existence; but it 
is a most important point of view—the point of 
view of the whole scientific world at the present 
time. The author’s exposition is simple and direct, 
and he quotes from hundreds of works, making his 
treatis a vade mecum for the rational world. I hav 
been able to do no more than to glance at passages 
here and there, and will not therefore point out 
what I conceive to be the inadequacy of the philo- 
sophical argument. ButI can confidently recom- 
mend the work to all. Price of the book, $2.75. 

_A. L. LEUBUSCHER. 


* Goad is the true etymological origin of the word god, 
though this fact is unknown to the empirical ibe of 
philologers and lexicographers. The word goad as- 
sumes the two forms gan and god. The ancient Saxons 
evidently viewed God as a goad and as a goat, the latter 
as evidenced by the Germanic form Gott for God. Gott 
is the go-at. et a goat go at you from behind and you 
will realize whether or not he is a goad. 


Mr. Charlesworth on His Travels. 


Upon leaving Crookston, Minn., where I had done 
good work, I repaired to Jamestown, N. D., 
where I gave three more lectures. My advent into 
these Northwestern states had been looked for with 
an eagerness mingled with curiosity, and from the 
results of my labors I feel confident that good will 
come. My first lecture was given in the court 
house before a scant audience; the weather was 
extremely cold, and the people preferred to stay 
indoors before the warm stove rather than venture 
out into the cold night with the thermometer hover- 
ing around zero. The next night we had a hall 
nearer town, and I was favored with a little larger 
audience; and upon the occasion of my last lecture 
not an empty seat could be found in the hall. One 
by one the people overcame their timidity and vent- 
ured to our meetings—a good sign, I think. The 
local press gave very favorable reports of my lectures, 
and spoke of them in highly commendatory terms. 
The avowed Freethinkers are very few here in this 
little North Dakota town, hence it is a good field 
for Liberal work, and in this respect it should not 
be neglected. James T. Ceager and Mr. Walker 
are among the faithful, but not “ the Lord’s elect.” 
I was pleased to meet with these valiant Liberals, 
who are almost alone in their heterodox opinions. 
I was. also very pleased to meet with Miss H. 
Putnam, who is conducting a Unitarian church in 
this place. Even this lady has an uphill fight before 
her, and has received the abuse of the masculin 
preachers in the community just because she is.a 
woman and had dared to do the same as they— 
“preach.” 

Since my last report I hav received in behalf of 
the Federation the following amounts, which hav 
been duly placed upon our books : 

Nathan Griswold, of Meriden, Conn., a vice- 
president of the Federation, $25; T. S. Lee, 
Grass Valley, Cal, $2; H. Wettstein, Marengo, 
Il., $1; S. F. Benson, Pierson, Ia., $2, besides 
various other sums, the list of which has been 
mislaid but will be published in my next letter. 
We are still receiving lists of names for member- 
ship, and a large quantity of petitions to Congress 
for the Sunday opening of the World’s Fair. 

During my recent visit to Minneapolis I was in- 
terviewed by a Tribune reporter upon this topic, 
and through this I hav received the following 
unsolicited letter from the mayor of Little Falls, 
Minn.: 

Lirrie Fauus, MINN., Dec. 14, 1892. 

Joun R. CHARLESWORTH, Minneapolis, Minn., My 
Dear Sir: I learn of your object in traveling through the 
Northwest by the Minneapolis Tribune of yesterday. I 
am a believer in the principles advocated by the American 
Freethought Federation. Although thisis a smallcity with 
a population of about five thousand, I am certain a large 
majority would favor Sunday opening of the World’s 
Fair at Chicago. I presume your time is too limited to 
make this place a visit. I will say, however, that I 
would circulate or hav circulated a petition here asking 


Oongress to repeal the act closing the Fair on Sunday. 
If you can send me headings for the purpose and instruc- 
tions with regard to the matter I should be very much 
obliged to you. 


Yours very respectfully, N. RICHARDSON. 


Is it not strange where we find Freethought 
principles creeping to-day? In every nook and 
corner of our vast territory they may be found. Will 
ye not help us then to weld this massinto one solid 
phalanx, so that we may be enabled to meet our 
enemies upon an equal footing? In view of the 
election of a United States Senator for Minnesota 
during the month of January, I hav written to the 
five candidates to ascertain their position upon our 
principles, and without waiting for their replies to 
appear in regular order with my letters, they shall 
be published immediately upon their receipt, that 
Freethinkers in that state may know just what 
candidate to support. Our friends all over the 
country would render us valuable assistance in this 
direction if they would giv me the names of all 
candidates for political offices in any and every 
election, together with theirresidence. Our thanks 
are due to Andrew Steenerson, of Crookston, 
Minn., for his help in this respect. 

Over the broad sweeping plains of North Dakota, 
I continue my journey. Leaving behind the frozen 
Missouri river, we plunge into the hills and mount- 
ains of Montana. Here are scenes that are capable 
of stirring the deepest emotions of the human 
heart. Here are scenes sufficiently beautiful to in- 
spire anyone with a love of nature. Never does she 
seem so grand as when viewed in all her rugged 
beauty. Massiv rocks, towering high into the 
clouds, obscuring the tops of them from view, are 
capped with almost eternal snow. What wealth, 
abundant wealth, lies buried under! What secrets 
are hidden there! Time alone may reveal them 
and present their histoxy to the scrutiny of inquir- 
ing minds. 

We stop for twenty minutes in Missoula, and A. 
M. Stevens, with a few. friends, come to the depot 
in order to see me as I pass through. On the 
mountains we encounter a severe snowstorm ; 
the elements are raging, and our progress being 
hindered we arrive in Spokane four hours late. 
Spokane is quite a busy town. Surprising it is to 
see such large and beautiful business blocks. The 
buildings will compare in size and durability with 
those in most of our Eastern cities. It hag a pop- 
ulation of about fifty thousand, comprising busi- 
ness men of tremendous enterprise and energy. I 
had contemplated eating my Christmas dinner alone, 
stowed away in some hotel, but fortunately for me, 
I found a hospitable welcome at the home of Mr. 
and Mrs. W. A. Monroe, who had ventured out 
into this part of the country to tempt fortune. 
They had come from the Buckeye state, and are 
relativs of Mr. Joseph Simpson, president of the 
Ohio State Secular Union. I met several Ohio 
people in this city, many of whom seemed quite 
anxious to talk with me, if only for a short time, 
about their old home. I spent a few days here and 
then repaired to Rosalia, where I was down for a 
course of lectures. Arriving at Rosalia, I soon 
found myself among good friends, who gave me a 
cordial welcome to these parts. In order to reach 
the home of Mr. P. Proff, I had to wade almost 
through a river of mud, consequent upon the 
melting of snow. It is a vast rolling country. 
Hills abound in every direction; the water rushes 
down their sides, filling up the passes, which makes 
them almost impassable. The mud is like a true 
friend, inclined to stick to you. But despite the 
adverse condition of the roads, a few came out 
from the country districts to attend my lectures, 
and these combined with the townspeople gave me 
a very fair audience upon the first night of my 
lectures—that is, considering that the town has a 
population of about four hundred. In most of 
these towns a little timidity is exhibited at first 
about attending a Freethought lecture, but as they 
proceed the people get a little more courage, and 
learning that they are not quite so dreadful as the 
preachers would hav them believe, they venture 
out in large numbers, so that our remaining lect- 
ures were given a better attendance. 

James Whaley and several other friends came 
from Plaza, a distance of seven miles, to hear my 
lectures. I was pleased. to see them; also Peter — 
Proff and family, A. Dorsey, M. Terry, and 
many others. I regret exceedingly that the 
weather prevented our venerable friend Mr. Fiske 
from being with us. He is a well-known Free- 
thinker, now up in the seventy-fourth year of his 
age, and is almost universally admired and re- 
spected. I hope, though, to see him the next time 
I shall visit these parts. Several names, including 
those mentioned, were enrolled upon the lists of 
the Federation. 

The woods are fairly teeming with Liberals, and 
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the state of Washington can boast the most liberal 
constitution of any state in the Union. Through 
the unflinching efforts of our co-worker, C. B. Rey- 
nolds, religious exercises are prohibited in the 
public schools—no prayers said, not even a hymn 
sung—and all church property exceeding a valuation 
of $5,000 is placed upon the taxable list. And to 
show the honesty of Christians and their esteem 
for the law, many of their churches, it is claimed, 
though really worth more than the exemptory valu- 
ation, are valued at an exceedingly low figure in 
order to avoid paying their just dues as required 
by law. How reluctant they are to “render unto 
Cæsar the things that are Cesar’s,” and what a 
larger percentage over his proportion do they ren- 
der unto God—or rather unto the clergy, which is 
-about the same thing. What a difference here 
from the state of affairs in Tennessee. There 
Christians are persecuting Christians merely for 
opinion’s sake. There the sunny South is blighted 
with the curse of Christian bigotry. There are 
deeds performed that will ever stand as a dark 
blot upon the historical records of our nation, 
simply because opinions differ regarding Sab- 
bath observance. But here, in the state of Wash- 
ington, the Sabbath bears no special significance 
over any other day, except to those who regularly 
attend church upon that day. While in Spokane 
I heard the blows of hammers, the grating of saws, 
upon the first day of the week. Here, business 
comes before religion ; human welfare here, instead 
of human speculations somewhere else. The stores 
Open upon that day and do a thriving business, 
and all this tends to confirm the fact that just as 
the competition for trade becomes keener, just as 
this struggle for existence becomes sharper, society 
will lose its sense of the sacred in the same pro- 
portion. 
W. Cary, who accompanied me upon the platform 
and introduced me to the audience. Dr. Mrs. 
Mary A. Latham is also a very Liberal woman, and 
counts herself upon cur side. Mr. and Mrs. 
Moehl, with their little ones, attended our lecture, 
and gave me a glad welcome to the coast. Mr. 
Merchant, recently from Springfield, Ill., made him- 
self known to me and shared in the common con- 
gratulations. Owing tomy rapid flights from one 
town to another, my mail is very difficult to reach, 
and in consequence I hav experienced considerable 
delay in attending to it. On looking over some of 
my correspondence, I find that several friends hav 
sent post-office orders and checks payable to me. 
Friends would avoid considerable delay, and save 
us much labor and expense, if they would make all 
drafts, etc., payable to the treasurer, instead of 
myself, for as each requires my indorsement, they 
hav to be sent to me for that purpose, and then re- 
turned to headquarters again. 

I am constantly receiving lists of names for the 
Federation. Our numbers are still increasing, and 
‘we thank those of our friends who hav so gener- 
ously contributed to the movement and helped us 
to make it a success. Some time ago Frank Everly, 
of Marion, O., sent us $5 to the funds, which had 
been overlooked or the name had been forgotten at 
the time he was among the first to respond to my 
letter, and we beg leave to acknowledge the same 
now. What are we to do for Freethought during 
the World’s Fair? Are we to keep up our heads 
above the stream of desuetude? Or are we to 
show the world that we hav an existence? So far, 
the responses to our appeals hav not been such as 
would warrant us taking any definit action. Still, 
the Federation is well out of debt, and we hav a 
small balance on hand to begin operations. But, 
if we can only secure pledges of assistance, we are 
willing to run the risk, because a Freethinker’s word 
is a8 good as his bond. We certainly should do 
something for the Freethinkers that will attend the 
Fair. We hav told you what ought to be done; 
but whether it shall be done, or not, rests with you. 

Joun R. CHARLESWORTH, 
Sec. Freethought Federation of America. 


An Irish Story. 
From the London Spectator. 


An Irish peasant brought a litter of kittens to a Prot- 
estant vicar in a certain town in county Wicklow, request- 
ing him to purchase them. The vicar declined. ‘Your 
reverence, they are good Protestant kittens,” urged 
Paddy, but his reverence remained obdurate. A few 
days after, the Roman Catholic priest (who had mean- 
while been informed of the offer to his brother clergy- 
map) was approached, and on his refusing to make a pur- 
chase, the would-be seller urged a sale: ‘‘Sure, father, 
dear, they are good Catholic kittens.” ‘But how is 
this, my man?” replied the priest. ‘‘You said a day or 
two ago they were good Protestant kittens,” ‘‘And so 
they were,” said the peasant, ‘‘but their eyes weren’t 
opened.” 


“Irs a poor way to get people into the church to throw 
cold water on ’em,” as the baby said to, himself when he 
was christened. 


I was very pleased to meet with Dr. G.. 


With Our Congressmen. 


News and Notes. 


The battle royal has come off this week beneath 
the dome of the Capitol. The orthodox hosts hav 
rallied from every quarter ofthe Union. Ponderous 
Joseph Cook, sleek Colonel Sheperd, cunning 
Wilbur Crafts, and dozens of glib clergymen, 
bishops, etc., with white neckties and saintly 
countenances, hav worked like a machine in perfect 
order, well oiled for the occasion, to maintain the 
piety and Christian grace of the Congress of the 
United States, and ignore the Constitution and the 
rights of man. On the Liberal side brilliant talent 
has arrayed itself—though not with the force and 
disciplin and absolute unity of the church army. 
For four days a tremendous agitation has been 
going onin the little space allotted to the committee 
of the Columbian Exposition for its work, but the 
sounds of that war will reverberate in every part of 
our land and throughout the world. That such a 
scene, however, should be witnessed in the chambers 
of legislation is a portent of immense significance 
to the republic. To allow for a moment that a 
legislativ committee should be made the tribunal of 
theological and religious questions is opening the 
door to a vast usurpation. 

The battle opened on Tuesday morning with an 
admirable address by Mayor Washburn of Chicago, 
seconded by members of the city council, and argu- 
ments in favor of opening the World’s Fair on 
Sunday were presented in a straightforward and 
business-like manner. They confined themselvs 
simply to the expediency of Sunday opening, 
practically admitting the right of Congress to in- 
terfere in the matter. President Gompers made an 
excellent plea for the working-people, and clearly 
showed the huge injustice of barring the gates of 
the Exposition to the toilers of this land. The 
even flow of discussion, however, was broken when 
Rev. A. T. Jones, of the American Sentinel, made 
his points, namely, on the basis of the Constitution. 
He was called to order—it being decided by the 
committee that the constitutionality of the proposed 
legislation should not be attacked, only the policy 
of the thing, for though Congressmen might mis- 
take as to the policy of a measure, it is not to be 
supposed for a moment that they would ever do 
anything unconstitutional. On that point they are 
infallible, for the same reason that a king can do 
no wrong. Mr. Jones’s appeal to constitutional 
law was not according to the program. 

The whole of Wednesday morning was given up 
to Colonel Sheperd and his obedient followers, 
who, like clockwork, obeyed his mandates. The 
speakers were so numerous that only about five 
minutes were given to each. In opening the dis- 
cussion Colonel Sheperd said: “We are now 
pondering heavenly things, let us do it reverently.” 
For a while it seemed as if a prayer-meeting would 
be inaugurated. There were appeals to God, to the 
angels, to saints. Hell-fire flashed its lurid horror, 
the wrath of God was depicted, deathbed scenes por- 
trayed, eternity unfolded, in fact all the parapher- 
nalia of the pulpit appeared in this committee- 
room. Every sort of argument was resorted to, 
and it would be useless to review them. The main 
argument was the “ boycott,” that it would injure 
the Fair financially to open its gates in violation of 
the Christian conscience. One speaker figured it 
out that the church could boycott the Fair to the 
extent of a loss of $6,000,000. Although constitu- 
tional questions were expressly excluded.by the 
committee, still the clerical exhorters were constantly 
insisting upon the fact that this is a Christian 
nation and the law must sustain the Christian 
Sabbath. Said Joseph Cook: “ Without the Sabbath 
there is no church.” This is the secret of the 
enormous struggle for Sabbath laws. The Sabbath 


is the bulwark of the church, and of course the 


clergymen will fight for it. It is their forlorn 
hope. 

Thursday morning one hour was given to the 
church party and one hour to the Liberal party. 
Dr. Herrick Johnson delivered the main speech for 
the Sunday closing. He has a thoroughly inquisi- 


torial look, and I am sure he would burn me at the 


| stake if he had a chance, and every heretic besides. 


His argument was: 
damned.” 

The ladies on this occasion made the most notable 
display for Liberal thought. They were graceful, 
dignified, and eloquent in their presentation of the 
desire of the Women’s Club of Chicago to see the 
gates of the beautiful Exposition thrown open to 
all the world. Susan B. Anthony spoke to the same 
effect. Also, the only Freethinker there, the writer 
of these notes. Rev. Mr. Cross, Rev. Mr. Savage, 
Dr. Lewis, a Seventh Day Baptist; and Mr. Ring- 


“Close the gates or be 


gold, of Baltimore, made pleas for Sunday opening, 
and others against—the time for debate being ex- 
tended thirty minutes. ox 

Saturday morning the orthodox held the fort for 
an hour, and fired their big guns at the committee. 
The arguments for the other side were presented 
by Thomas P. Morgan and Mr. Askew, of Chicago, 
and Rev. Dr. Thomas. After a little running fire 
between the opposing sides, the great debate of 
four days was closed. It is impossible for me to ` 
giv more than a summary of this important dis- 
cussion. The papers throughout the country will 
more or less report the proceedings and the ad- 
dresses. The first round has been fought, but the 
end is not yet. What was before the committee is 
but a prelude of what will come before Congress, 
and eventually before the whole American people. 
Never was I more deeply impressed with the fact 
that we are in the midst of a mighty revolution. 
It was not mere fireworks that flashed in the com- 
mittee’s room, it was not mere rhetoric, but the 
earnest of a conflict vast and terrible, whose issue 
is not yet. It is the old contest of freedom and 
slavery. 

Iam sorry from my standpoint that the fight for 
Sunday opening has opened upon the line it has. 
I think a very great mistake has been made—not 
only as to matter of principle, but of policy also. 
In fact, to stick to principle is after all the best 
policy. Mr. Jones, of the American Sentinel, and 
myself, are both excluded at present from working 
along the line selected by the majority of the 
friends of Sunday opening. They hav chosen to 
concede somewhat to the Sabbath sentiment and 
to ask only for a modification of the present re- 
striction, enough to allow the gates to be open, 
but no machinery to be in operation. That is, the 
friends of Sunday hav concluded to support Resolu- 
tion 163 as printed in Tue Trura SEEKER of Decem- 
ber 31st. 

Asa matter of principle I, cannot support this 
resolution. It equally violates the Constitution 
with the original restriction. Congress has no 
jurisdiction in the matter. That is the only posi- 
tion for a Secularist to take. Of course if Con- 
gress has a right to stop machinery, it has a right 
to close the gates. This is not a matter of policy, 
therefore, but of constitutional law. 

I was granted the opportunity to speak before 
the committee, but did not speak to Resolution 163, 
but to Resolution 177. My argument, like tŁat of 
Mr. Jones, is entirely constitutional. I would not 
argue the policy of the thing before the committee, 
for by so doing I should grant the jurisdiction of 
Congress, which jurisdiction I absolutely deny. 

I am satisfied from a survey of the situation that 
if the friends of Sunday opening had adopted the 
line of Mr. Jones and myself they would hav been 
successful, simply because they would hav been im- 
pregnable. 

The legislation concerning Sunday observance is 
beyond doubt one of the reserved rights of the 
states, and if Mayor Washburn and the common 
council of Chicago, and the Sunday Opening Asso- 
ciation, and Chairman Durborow, and the Woman’s 
Club, had concentrated their efforts upon the 
constitutionality of the law, they would hav 


| won by a large majority, especially in a Democratic 


House, where there is still some tradition of the 
principles of Jefferson. Iam gure that the friends 
of Sunday opening must eventually accept this 
line of battle. It will not do to compromise. It 
has not lessened the Christian opposition. It has 
rather intensified it. The orthodox don’t want 
half-way work. They want all or nothing. I say 
so too. Let us hav a fair and square issue. 

This compromise divides our own ranks; but if 
we take the constitutional question on that we are 
a unit. Rev. Mr. Savage was willing to hav the 
Fair closed Sunday mornings. I am not willing. 
On that point we differ materially. Rev. Mr. 
Thomas was in favor of religious services on the 
Fair grounds. Iam not. But as to the question 
of the constitutional power of Congress there can 
be no division. The Illinois Senate and House of 
Representativs in the resolutions now before them 
take the same ground as Mr. Jones and myself— 
the ground of unconstitutionality. 

One Congressman says: “I wish it was out of 
Congress. Whichever way we vote now we.make 
enemies.” That’s a general feeling in Congress as 
things now are. Itdoes not want the responsibility, 
and would gladly get rid of it; and the Constitu- 
tion helps them out of the difficulty, but the com- 
promise resolution does not. It equally thrusts 
the responsibility upon Congress, and it will say, 
«Let things remain as they are,” while if the 
constitutional point were vigorously pressed by 
petitions by the city of Chicago and the state of 
Illinois, I hav no doubt that Congress would admit 
the plea, and throw off the responsibility of any 
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further endeavor at theological legislation, which 
is not only unconstitutional, but centralizing in a 
most dangerous degree. - 

I don’t giv up the fight by any means. I wouldn't 
be much ofa Freethinker if I did, simply because I 
was in the minority. I know that I am right, and 
I believe the question will be settled eventually as 
a constitutional question. I shall remain with 
Congress throughout the session. There is no 
question but that this is my post of duty. Itis a 
matter of supreme importance. If this action of 
Congress is not reversed, the orthodox party hav 
won a victory over human rights that it will take 
years of conflict to annul. I had hoped when I 
first came to Washington that the matter would be 
speedily settled. I find that it will not be, and be- 
tween now and the Ist of March there must be 
the most strenuous labor for the cause of Secu- 
larism. The opportunity will never come again. 
With the life of this Congress is the triumph or 
the defeat of ecclesiastical tyranny. 

Many Liberal friends throughout the country 
hav contributed generously to my support here, 
and I thank them for their cordial aid; but I would 
say to any Liberal friend who reads these notes, 
and realizes that this is one of the greatest struggles 
for liberty that has taken place in this country—I 
would say, Giv a little help. Send what you can. 
I do not need much, but something from every 
comrade. I shall remain at Washington until 
this Congress ceases to be, and the battle is trans- 
ferred to other fields. I know well enough that I 
shall hav the assistance which will enable me to 
carry: on this warfare on. the line marked out-—not 
of compromise and expediency, but of constitu- 
tional law and human right. 

Let every friend answer this immediately with 
what he can conveniently contribute, at 1,325 G 
street N.W., Washington, D. C. 

SamorL P. Purwam. 


The Constitution and Holy-days and Holidays. 


ARGUMENT BY SAMUEL P. PUTNAM BEFORE THE CO- 
LUMBIAN EXPOSITION COMMITTEE OF THE HOUSE 
OF REPRESENTATIVES, JANUARY 127TH, AGAINST THE 
SUNDAY-CLOSING CLAUSE. 


So far as Sunday is different from any other day 
of the week, it is either a holy-day or a holiday. 
If therefore there is to be any legislation concern- 
ing the observance of this day, it must be on the 
ground that it is a holy-day or a holiday. 

A holy-day is necessarily a religious or church 
day. If there were no religion or no church there 
would be no holy-day. Legislation therefore for 
the observance of Sunday as a holy-day is religious 
legislation—that is, it is legislation for the estab- 
lishment of a religious or church observance, and 
therefore for an establishment of religion itself. But 
such legislation is absolutely forbidden by the Con- 
stitution. ‘Congress shall make no law respect- 
ing an establishment of religion.” Madison says 
that “religion is entirely beyond the purview of 
government.” Washington says, “In no sense 
whatever is this government founded upon the 
‘Christian religion.” Jefferson has stated the un- 
constitutionality of religious legislation. In a 
letter Jan. 23, 1808, to the Rev. Mr. Millar he 
writes : 

Washington, January 28, 1808.—Sir: I have duly re- 
ceived your favor of the eighteenth, and am thankful to 
you for having written it, because it is more agreeable to 
prevent than to refuse what I do not think myself autho- 
rized to comply with. I consider the government of the 
United States as interdicted by the Constitution from 
intermeddling with religious institutions, their doc- 
trines, discipline, or exercises. This results not only 
from the provision that no law shall be made respecting 
the establishment or free exercise of religion, but from 
that, also, which reserves to the states the powers not 
delegated to the United States. Certainly, no power to 


prescribe any religious exercise, or to assume authority. 


in religious discipline, has been delegated to the general 
government, It must, then, rest with the states as far 
as it can lie in any human authority. But it is only pro- 
posed that I should recommend, not_prescribe, a day of 
fasting and prayer. That is, that I should indirectly 
assume to the United States an authority over religious 
exercises, which the Constitution has directly pre- 
cluded them from. It must be meant, too, that this 
recommendation is to carry some authority, and to be 
sanctioned by some penalty on those who disregard it; 
not, indeed, of fine andimprironment, but of some degree 
of proscription, perhaps in public opinion. And does the 
change in the nature of the penalty make the recom- 
mendation less a daw of conduct for those to whom it is 
directed? I do not believe it is for the interest of re- 
ligion to invite the civil magistrate to direct its exercises, 
its discipline, or its doctrines; nor of the religious so- 
cieties, that the general government should be invested 
with the power of effecting any uniformity of time or 
matter among them. Fasting and prayer are religious 
exercises; the enjoining them, an act of discipline. 
Every religious society has a right to determine for 
itself the times for these exercises, and the objects proper . 
for them, according to their own particular tenets; and 
this right can never be safer than in their own hands, 
where the Constitution has deposited it, 


‘| 


In his autobiography Jefferson also relates: 


.The bill for establishing. religious freedom, the prin- 
ciples of which had .to a certain degree been enacted be- 
fore, I had drawn in all the latitude of reason and of right. 
It met with opposition, but with some mutilatiuns in the 
preamble it was finally passed; and a singular proposi- 
tion proved that its protection of opinion was meant to be 
universal. Where the preamble declares that coercion 
is a departure from the plan of the holy author of our 
religion an amendment was proposed by inserting the 
words ‘‘ Jesus Christ” so that it should read, ‘‘A depart- 
ure from the plan of Jesus Christ the holy author of our 
religion;” the insertion was rejected by a great majority 
in proof that they meant to comprehend within the 
mantle of its protection the Jew and the gentile, the 
Christian and the Mohammedan, the Hindoo and Infidel 


of every denomination. 

There is no need of any further quotations to 
show that any legislation for the Christian, the re- 
ligious, or the holy observance of Sunday is 
entirely beyond the legal power of Congress. 

Every sentiment and every argument in favor of 
the observance of Sunday as a Sabbath should 
therefore have no weight with this committee, or 
with Congress. 

The only possible ground left therefore for any 
legislation as to the observance of Sunday is the 
fact that it is a holiday or rest-day. 

A holiday is for physical recreation ; it is a relief 
from toil; it is for leisure, or rest from ordinary 
vocations. 

What has Congress to do about Sunday legis- 
lation, granting that it is a holiday or rest-day? 

Simply to recognize it as a holiday—but beyond 
that the function of the national government does 
not extend. ` 

To start right in this discussion I will again quote 
from Jefferson : 

Our legislators are not sufficiently apprised of the 
rightful limits of their power; that their true office is to 
declare and enforce only our natural rights and duties, 
and to take none of them from us. . The idea is quite un- 
founded that on entering into society we give up any 
natural right. : 

It is the American principle that the government 
is for the people, and not the people for the gov- 
ernment. If at any point government infringes 
upon any natural right at that point its action is 
null and void. 

It is a contradiction in terms to say that in order 
to uphold the natural rights of any human being, 
the natural rights of any other human being should 
be invaded. The exercise of all human rights is 
perfectly harmonious. 

Whatever legislation there is, therefore, for Sun- 
day as a holiday, or rest-day, there must be no 
infringement upon the natural rights of any human 
being. 

It is the natural right of every man to labor. 
Government has no right to forbid labor on Sunday. 
If one chooses to labor on that day as on any other 
day it is his right to do so. For government 
to enforce physical idleness on Sunday is simply 
tyranny. Physical recreation, physical recupera- 
tion, do not necessarily demand physical idleness. 
A change of physical activity is oftentimes the most 
healthful physical recreation, or rest. 

Government cannot enforce idleness any more 
than it can enforce sleep. As well command a man 
to sleep all day Sunday as to command him to b 
idle all day Sunday: i 

This point is well stated in the decision of the 
supreme court of California : 

This argument—namely, that for the benefit of the 
working people government should enforce idleness on 
Sunday—is founded on the assumption that mankind are 
in the babit of working too much, and thereby entailing 
evil upon society; and that without compulsion, they 
will not seek the necessary repose which their exhaus'ed 
natures demand. This is to us a new theory, and is con- 
tradicted by the history of the past and the observations 
of the present. We have heard in all agesof declama- 
tions and reproaches against the vice of indolence; but 
we have yet to learn that there has ever been any 
general complaint of an_intemperate, vicious, unhealthy, 
or morbid industry. On the contrary, we know that 
mankind seek cessation from toil, from the natural influ- 
ences of self-preservation, in the same manner and as cer- 
tainly as they seek slumber, relief from pain, or food to 
appease theirhunger. . . . If we cannot trust free agents 
to regulate their own labor, its times and quantity, it is 
difficult to trust them to make their own contracts. If 
the legislature could prescribe the days of rest for them, 
then it would seem that the same power could prescribe 
the hours to work, rest, and eat.—Ex parte Newman, 
9 Cal., 509, 518. 

The Constitution of the United States plainly de- 
clares the manner in which the national government 
should legislate, or rather non-legislate, concerning 
holidays, or rest-days. In the Constitution Sunday 
is recognized as a holiday, or rest-day, and only as 
such. When a bill has passed both houses of Con- 
gress for the signature of the president, the presi- 
dent shall have ten days to consider it, Sundays ex- 
cepted, says the Constitution. Sunday is not a re- 
ligious or a Christian word. It is simply the secu- 
lar name of the day. The Christian term is the 
« Sabbath,” or “the Lord’s day.” By not using either 
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of these sacred names, but using only the secular 
name, the framers of the Constitution beyond ques- 
tion meant to recognize Sunday as a holiday, or 
rest-day, only, and not in any sense as a holy-day. 
The Constitution therefore recognizing Sunday as 
a holiday, how does it regulate its observance? It 
does not regulate it at all. It leaves the president 
perfectly free. It gives him the holiday, but it does 
not command how he shali observe it. It simply 
allows a privilege. The president can work on 
Sunday if he chooses; or play; or go to theaters 
and operas; or hunt and fish; or travel; or stay at 
home. If the president is a Jew in religion, or a 
Seventh Day Adventist, or a Seventh Day Baptist, 
the Constitution does not interfere with his religious 
convictions. He can keep holy the Saturdiy and 
work on Sunday. 

This is an admirable example for Congress to 
follow—shining in the Constitution itself, placed 
there by the wise and far-seeing founders of this 
republic. 

The moment Congress legislates concerning the 
observance of Sunday as a holiday, or rest-day, by 
forbidding any kind of labor, it violates the relig- 
ious convictions of many of the people of this 
country. They conscientiously observe Saturday 
as a holy-day. What right has the government to 
compel them to lose the value of the following day, 
either on the plea that it is a holy-day, or holiday, 
or rest-day?’ This is a manifest injustice. Follow 
the Constitution and no injustice will ever be done. 

In giving the appropriation to the World’s Fair 
Congress does not undertake to regulate the ob- 
servance of other holidays far more national, im- 
portant, and glorious in their significance than the 
Sunday. It annexes no condition as to the observ- 
ance of the Fourth of July or Decoration day. 
Surely, if Congress can leave the due observance of 
the Fourth of July and Decoration day to the dis- 
creticn. of the World’s Fair commission, it can also 
leave the observance of Sunday to the same judg- 
ment. Congress does not regulate the expenditure 
of the millions given to the commission. It has 
the utmost confidence in the wisdom and integrity 
of the commission so far as the use of vast sums 
of money is concerned. Why not leave with the 
commission the regulation of Sunday? Are the 
commissioners honest and able six days of the 
week and inefficient on the seventh day? or the 
first day? As the Constitution left the observance 
of Sunday entirely to the president, let Congress 
be equally wise, just, and business-like in its treat- 
ment of the commissioners of the World’s Fair— 
men selected for their preéminent fitness to carry 
on in all respects this magnificent enterprise. 
This is my argument, therefore, to the committee— 
that in the very nature of the national government, 
and according to the Constitution itself, Congress 
should not make any laws as to the manner of the 
observance of holy-days, holidays, or rest-days. 

The Sunday, therefore, whether it is a holy-day, 
or holiday, or rest-day, is entirely outside of Con- 
gressional enactment. If there is to be any regu- 
lation it should be by municipal and local govern- 
ments. 


Lectures and Meetings. 
Jons R. CHARLESWORTH’S lecture appointments are: 


Port Angeles, Wash. Jan. 22 | El Monte, Cal. Feb. 28 
Forest Grove, Ore. ‘* 27-29 ee “ Mar 1 
Silverton....... se 30, 81 | Santa Ana, ee EE 5 
Silverton, Ore....Feb. 1|San Pasqual, ‘* “ 6-8 
Barlow, Ore...... renke 3-65 | Tucson, Ariz ...... tE 98-26 
Grass Valley, Cal ‘‘ 8, 9 | Albuquerque, N.M.‘ 31 
San Jose, ee 6 12-14 ee ** April 1, 2 
Selma, se 16,17 | Trinidad, Col...... “ AT 
Merced, ce ee 19 | Leadville, ‘ ...... “ 10-12 
Savanah, oes eee 27 


He will return via Arizona, New Mexico, Colorado, 
Nebraska, and Iowa. Friends in those states desiring 
lectures should address him at 345 West Randolph street, 
Chicago, Ill. 

J. E. Remssgura will start East early in January. His 
list of appointments, as far as arranged, is as follows: 


Allegan, Mich.....Jan. 21 (Saratoga, N. Y....Feb. 10 
Gr’d Rapids, Mich ‘‘ 22 | Hartford, Conn... ‘‘ 11 
Shepherd, Mich... ‘€ 23-25 | Boston, Mass....... ff 12 
Leslie, Mich........ t 96, 27| Worcester, Mass.. ‘‘ 12 
Detroit, Mich...... es 28 | Cotuit, Mass....... es 18 
Toledo, O............ A 29 | Osterville, Mass... ‘‘ 14 
Findlay, O.......... “ 30, 31| Manchester, Conn ‘‘ 15 

e LL y eb. 1| Bristol, Conn....... s 16 
Cleveland, O........ ýs 2| New York, N. Y... “ 17 
East Otto, N. Y... “ 3| Orange, N. J... ~ 18 
Newark, N. Y...... ef 4| Newark, N.J....... “ 19 
Constantia, N. Y.. “ 5 | Philadelphia, Pa.. “ 19 
De Ruyter, N. Y. “ 6 | Lebanon, Pa....... ‘ 20 
Glens Falls, N. Y. ‘“ 7-9} Washington, D.C. ‘‘ 21 


Appointments to be filled on his way West will, be an- 
nounced later. 


Tue Manhattan Liberal Club lectures for January are 
as follows. The Club meets at 220 E. 15th street: 

January 20th, ‘‘ Has Man a Soul?” Henry Rowley. 

January 27th, ‘‘The Potency and Promis of Modern 
Science,” Dr. Wm. H. Von Swartwout. 
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betters of Friends. 


Two Torches Lighted. 
BERTRAND, NEB., Jan. 5, 1893. 
Mnr. Epitor: I hav succeeded at last in 
procuring two new subscribers for the 
paper. H. J. OLMSTEAD. 


Buys a Full Round of Ammunition, 

San Francisco, Cau., Dec. 28, 1892. 
Mr. Eprror: Please send to the new 
subscribers inclosed THz TRUTH SEEKER 
for one year. I also wish to renew my 
subscription. And send to me ‘Bible 
Myths” and Saladin’s books ‘‘ The Con- 
fessional,” twenty-five cents, and ‘‘Isaure 
and Other Poems,” seventy-five cents. 
Inclosed please find $8.50 to pay for all, 

and oblige J. E. PALANGA. 


Let Others Do the Same. 

' Qrorar Sration, Pa., Dec. 18, 1892. 

Mr. Epiror: The Freethinkers of 
Greensburg organized on last Sunday. 
We named our order the Greensburg Pro- 
gressiv Liberal Union, and will meet Sun- 
day afternoon of each week in future at 
Armbrust Hall, West Otterman street, 
Greensburg, Pa. Dr. M. Patterson is 
corresponding secretary. 

I hope to send you some new subscrib- 
ers. ÅLEX. STOREY. 


Wishes Us Portraits of Eminent Men. 

Harver, ILa., Jan. 4, 1893. 
Mr. Epor: To keep Tue TRUTH 
SEEKER coming, even if my atoms should 
dissolve partnership, I inclose $5, for 
which please exchange the 3 on my label 
to a 5. May your path be strewn by 
small papers, 3 by 7} inches, with the like- 
nesses of celebrated men, to uphold you 
whilst you are melting the clouds of 
ignorance hanging over this so-called land 

of the free. CHARLES Nauman. 


A Chaplain Whom We Support Debars 
Our Paper. 

Curcaao, ILL., Dec, 22, 1892. 
Mr. Epiror: Messrs. Schwab, Neebe, 
and Fielden at Joliet penitentiary hav re- 
quested me to ask you to discontinue your 
paper, as for the last two years the prison 
authorities hay not allowed it to go to 
them. The former chaplain they claim to 
be the cause of it. This individual’s name 
was Phillips, and I am informed that he 
left with a somewhat undesirable record. 
I am instructed to thank you for our com- 

rades for your kindness to them. 
FRANK A, SravBer. 


Secularists Should Hav a Congress at 
the Fair. 
West SUPERIOR, Wis., Dec. 29, 1892. 

Mr. Epor: The new Congregational 
or Hope church was dedicated last Sunday 
evening, and it caught fire from a chimney 
the same night and burnt to the ground. 
The value of the church was $5,000. 

I should think the Secularists would 
issue a circular for a congress next summer 
to keep in line with their brothers the 
Catholics. I see the latter are going to 
hav a congress next summer at Chicago. 

Respectfully, K. STEENERSON. 


A Whole-Souled Friend of Man. 


San Jos, Car., Jan. 1, 1898. 
Mr. Epiror—Editor of the grandest 
Liberalizer, the greatest superstition- 
knocker-out; the most deadly and worst- 
hated foe of priestcraft; the best friend to 
the poor, superstitious, deluded dupes 
who pay their coin and homage to the 
support of those pious, deceiving tramps, 
the priests; the weekly illustrated paper 
that ought to be in the home of every 
liberty-loving famjly in this broad land 
tbat should be absolutely free—but is 
not by a good deal—Tue TRUTH SEEKER, 
I wish a happy and prosperous New Year 
for each and all. [And he gent for $10 
worth of books, with a new subscriber, 
just to help it along.—Ep. T. S.] 
Fraternally, L. R. Trrus. 


Obituary. 
Dv Quorn, Iut., Jan. 4, 1893. 
Mr. Eprrog: It is with the most pro- 
found sorrow that I write to you to renew 
my father’s subscription for THE TRUTH 
SEEKER. Father—the late Charles Zeigler 
—after a painful illness of three weeks, 
passed from this world Aug. 22, 1892, to 


the great unknown world beyond. He had 
always been & Liberal from youth, and 
told us on his dying bed that he had not 
changed his opinions in regard. to the 
future. He was a believer in all that is 
good in the Bible, but rejected the super- 
natural part. He left a wife, and a son, 
the writer of this article, to mourn his loss. 
I hav never taken much interest in Liberal 
literature, but I am a Liberal in my views, 
and I am well pleased with Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER and wish you great success with 
your paper. CHARLES ZEIGLER. 


Yes, Being ‘‘ Frank and Candid ” Is Our 
Purpose in Existing. 
Crmarron, Kan., Dec. 18, 1892. 
Mr. Epiror: I found an old copy of 
your paper not long since,and was so struck 
with the frank and candid manner in 
which you handle the ‘‘ orthodox experts” 
and ‘‘Holy Joes” that I must hav a 
sample copy. I am all alone in this neigh- 
borhood in my belief. I think there area 
few who would ‘‘ denounce the faith” but 
for one thing—if you liv with howlers you 
must howl. This town is in ‘bloody 
Kansas.” We hav four saloons (now 
please do not think I mean joints, or 
“blind tigers” as: they are sometimes 
called, for I do not, as they are full- 
blooded saloons) and three churches, so 
you see this is one town where the Hon. 
John Barleycorn has an edge on Christ. 
Please send the sample copy and oblige, 
Yours respectfully, Jonn QUINN. 


Wants to Learn and Help. 
WANDEL, Oxua. TERR., Dec. 12, 1892. 
Mr. Eprror: Please find inclosed $7, 
for which send two copies of Tux TRUTH 
SEEKER and two Bible Picture Books, one 
to each man. Iam a silont worker in the 
good cause, and shall continue to do all the 
good I can for Freethought and Reform. 

Later on I expect to write a letter to 
Tue Truta SEEKER, but for the present I 
will only ask a question. I see the Free- 
thought Federation spoken of. Will you 
kindly make some explanation, as I do not 
know fully the meaning, etc. ? - 

Yours for Science and Education, 
O. E. Brewster, 


[The Freethought Federation is an 
organization formed to work upon legis- 
latures, or in any other feasible way, for 
the actual separation of church and state. 
A letter addressed to the Federation at 345 
West Randolph street, Chicago, 11., will 
bring documents to the writer explaining 
the purpose of the Federation more in de- 
tail.—Ep. T. 8.] 


A Lecturer Disseminating Truth. 
SpokaNnE, Wasu., Jan, 2, 1893. 

Mr. Eniror: Yesterday, the first day 
of this new year, the principal hall of 
Spokane, namely, the Music Hall, was 
well filled with ladies and gentlemen to 
hear our great leader, John R., Charles- 
worth. His main subject was ‘‘Do We 
Liv After Death?” The audience was so 
interested that any little move could be 
heard. It is too bad that a city like 


Spokane could not be interested enough | 


on the subject to hav him lecture once a 
day for one week. Then I know they 
would want him to stay a month, for the 
people were very much pleased. Every- 
body that can hay Mr. Charlesworth stop 
and giv a lecture will never be sorry unless 
because he could not stay a month. AndI 
hope he will liv long, and hav success as 
long as he livs. I hav been a reader of 
Tse TRUTH SEEKER for three or four 
years. While in Dakota my brother kept 
it, and here I hav never failed to read it. 
Yours for truth, D. J. MUNTER. 
A Long-time Fighter for the Cause. 
Epetusrem, Iun., Jan, 1, 1893. 
Mr. EpITOR: I am happy to remit sub- 
scription to the Grand Old TRUTH SEEKER. 
ButI am getting considerably weather- 
beaten after battling with the storms of life 
on sea and shore for seventy-eight years, 
and may soon hay to slip my cable—giv up 
the ship—be put under hatches where 
creeping things revel in their spoil and fit 
my clay to fertilize the soil. But I hope 
to go with the Grand Old TRUTH SEEKER 
at the masthead, waving to all nations. 
Yours fraternally, J. Q. KENDALL. 
P.S.—Mr. Macdonald, perhaps you re- 
member the old fellow who introduced 


himself to you at the Pittsburgh Liberal 
congress and spoke to you again next 
year in Philadelphia. Yours very respect- 
fully, J. G. K. 

[We remember Mr. Kendall very well, 
and hope to meet him at many more con- 
ventions in the coming years, in spite of 
what he considers his ‘‘age.” Elizur 
Wright attended several of our conven- 
tions when considerably past eighty.—Ep. 
T. S.J ` 


A Lonely Freethinker. 
QRAYSVILLE, TENN., Dec. 25, 1892. 

Mr. Eprror: Your three papers came in 
good time, and I hav had a feast in read- 
ing them over and again. It has been 
fifteen years since I hav had any reading 
matter of this kindin my house. I hava 
son and daughter, fourteen and sixteen 
years old. The son, the church can take 
him, he is all right; but the daughter I 
will hav to giv some reading, as her 
mother is just what any Bible-bellower 
wants to see. 

The Adventists here are having a good 
time. This week is devoted to telling 
God what to do—prayer. Their king-bee 
reminds me of Old Rocket in Macdonald’s 
“ Heathens of the Heath.” His dupes— 
all they need is power, and I would not 
trust one of them sooner than I would any 
other so-called Christian. I am the lone 
one here in the village, and they hav 
already begun to lie about me because I told 
the class-leaders that I had no ducats for 
their preacher; that I thought less prayer 
and more work was needed. 

Yours for the truth, 
J. F. WILSON. 


Friendly Sentiments. 
Lussy, Mont., Dec. 31, 1892. 

Mr. Eprror: You tell me you can fur- 
nish me a volume of this year’s TRUTH 
SEEKER bound for $4. You will find in- 
closed $5 to pay express or other expenses 
and what is left use as you hav a mind to, 
and if it is not enough charge it to me and 
let me know and I will remit by first mail. 

I received Tue TRUTA SEEKER for De- 
cember 24th yesterday, and must say that 
that cartoon caps the climax to a Z. I 
think it is one of the best since that with 
the Congressman’s head appeared here 
some time ago. That was the only TRUTH 
SEEKER I ever sold. I lentit to a friend 
to read, as I often do, and somebody saw 
it, and boughtit. But that was all. It is 
a hard matter to even get people to read, 
if it does not cost them anything. The 
most of them condemn it before they 
hay read the heading. But that does 
not matter. Little by little Tae TRUTH 
SEEKER will gain its way to the people’s 
heart—and will make them so much 
the happier, for it will teach them 
to exchange the love of God for the love 
of man. 

To all of you a Happy New Year. 

Yours truly, J. S. ODEGAARD. 


Heston [Blasphemously Compared to 
' God. 
Burrato, N. Y., Jan. 1, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: A Happy New Year to you 
and all mankind. I hav received some 
specimen pages of the ‘‘ Freethinkers’ Pic- 
torial Text-Book,” and if the remainder of 
the work is as good as this four-page tid- 
bit, every honest heart in this benighted 
world should sing the praise of Watson 
Heston. I bowin homage to his undis- 
puted genius. He has constructed indeed 
a Krupp gun for honest thought— one that 
is sure to shatter any battle-ship along the 
line that Christian craft or crookedness 
may try to float. Within the home where 
minds are free it flashes forth a lighthouse 
glare on every hidden rock and shoal and 
bank of Christian duplicity. The hero of 
such a work has made his name immortal. 
It owns the subtle, secret power to push 
from every thinkivg mind the false and 
cruel curse of this senseless superstition, 
this unrelenting tyrant whose nerveless 
hand has cramped and crushed for ages 
past the brain and heart of man. A few 
more like our great artist and with tears 
of joy we could wish an everlasting fare- 
well to those hideous monsters of the 
mind. For this world what a happy part- 
ing this would be, when all could honestly 
say: ‘‘Good-bye, Mr. God; farewell, Mr. 
Christ, you hav fooled us now for the last 
time.” 


The Lord is mighty, I know, but Watson 
Heston—gentlemen, let me ask you, 
Where does he come in? 

WEL HARRINGTON. 


Unpursed. 
Desa, TEx., Oct. 27, 1892. 

Mr. Epitor: December the 14th I wil 
be seventy-two years old, and not able 
to do much but sit and knit and read, 
and the only pleasure I hav is the reading 
of Tue TRUTH Sxrexer, but I will hav to 
tell you to not send it after March 1st, for I 
will not be able to pay for it, unless some 
kind friend would send it me, But I do 
not expect to find one so generous, It 
will hav to be viven up, I expect. 

We had J. Remsburg to lecture for us 
the last of May. Afriend brought him out 
from Leonard, and he stopped and talked 
with me an hour or so. A neighbor 
woman was at our house, a good Baptist 
sister, who asked after he left how much 
he charged for a lecture. I told her for 
three $8 apiece, $9 each for two, or $10 
for one. She said he came here to drain the 
money all out of the country. I asked 
how much they paid their preacher a 
year. She said $400 for twelve sermons 8 
year. And they went around ‘this fall to 
raise funds to pay that servant of God 
and got only seventy-five cents. The par- 
son has gone, the sheep are without a 
shepherd. Remsburg got the shekels. 

Political matters hav run the people 
crazy here this fall. There has been pow- 
der enough fired to feed all the widows 
and orphans in the country had the money 
been put to that use, and it is not over 
yet. Ever your friend, Harrimr Davis. 


A Congressman Avows His Despotic 
Principles. 
Roweway, N. Y., Dec. 30, 1892. 

James W. Wapsworra, Representativ in 
Congress of the Twenty-ninth Congres- 
sional district of the state of New York, 
Sir: I cut this from the Medina, N. Y., 
Tribune: ; 

Congressman Wadsworth is all right on 
the question of Sunday closing of the 
World’s Fair, expressing himself in a dis- 
patch to an Albion clergyman as follows: 
“I hay been and am opposed to the open- 
ing of the World’s Fair. on Sunday and 
shall so vote.” 

If it correctly reports your position on 
the above question, I wish to say to you 
that I voted for you for the present Con- 
gress, and also for your reëlection, but if 
you come up again for any office in this 
district I will do what I can to defeat you. 
The Constitution of the United States 
separates church and state absolutely, 
and every man of you who voted to inter- 
fero with the management of. the World’s 
Fair at the dictation of the priests and - 
clergymen, to enforce any rule or regula- 
tion of any church, in my opinion, vio- 
lated his constitutional oath of office. 
And the inclosed leaflet entitled ‘‘Beer, 
Bishops, and Bribery,” expresses my 
sentiments and opinion on all such. i 

I sincerely hope you are not correctly 
reported. If so, I will be only too glad to 
make due apology. Gero. L. PRATT. 

P.S.—Wadsworth has acknowledged the 
receipt of my letter, but avows his inten- 
tion to vote to close the Fair Sundays. 


A Noble Old Friend of Humanity. 
San Joss, Osu., Dec. 23, 1892, 

Mr. Environ: I saw in Tam TRUTH 
SEEKER some kind words of sympathy on 
the death of my beloved wife, for which 
I thank you sincerely. A good woman 
has gone to her rest ata ripe old age—a 
loving wife, mother, and friend to every- 
body. Blessed be her memory. In age 
I am but little behind—almost eighty-nine, 
Imust soon be laid by her side. With 
my philosophy there is not much occasion 
for grief. Death to such old persons is 
generally more a friend than foe, if many 
and painful infirmities must be borne. 
My health is pretty good yet. I enjoy 
life. Hearing failing, eyesight getting 
dim, but I enjoy reading my good TRUTH 
SEEKER papers and writing to my friends, 
and as old as I am I write this letter 
without ‘‘specs””—and if you can read it 
you are an expert. But what was ever 
scribbled that an editor or printer could 
not read? The fine type and dim im- 
pression which is the fashion nowadays 
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bothers me to read, but I hay 
with it. 

Tae TRUTH SEEKER is one of the clear- 
est prints I get hold of, and I hope my 
daughter will keep up her subscription, 
although we are overrun with reading 
matter. Tue TRUTH SEEKER is a paper 
of great power and influence, and I hope 
is well sustained. 

Priestcraft is rampant—may you hav 
abundant successin your warfare againstit. 

Samos Parsons. 
SAMOS PARSONS’S DONATIONS TO THE FREE- 
THOUGHT CAUSE FOR THE YEAR 1893. 


The American Secular Union, $50; the 
Boston Investigator, $10; the New York 
TRUTH SeExer, $10; the Independent 
Pulpit, $10; the Ironclad Age, $10; the 
Freethinker’s Magazine, $10; Lucifer, 
Moses Harman, $10; C. B. Reynolds, $10; 
W. F. Jamieson, $10; Parker Pillsbury, 
$5; J. R. Charlesworth, $5; J. E. Rems- 
burg, $5; J. H, Cook, $5; R. M. Casey, 
$5; N. F. Ravlin, $5; E. B. Foote, Jr., 
$5; Lucy N. Colman, $5; Ella E. Gib- 
son, $5; Eliza M. Dunning, $5; Elmina 
D. Slenker, $5; Sarah ©. Todd, $5; 
Jeremiah Hacker, $5; Francis Graves, 
$5; Total, $200. 


Prohibition Saps Man’s Self-Rule. 
Waunvt, Tex., Dec. 27, 1892. 

Mnr. Eprror: In Tus TRUTH SEEKER No. 
46, I noticed that Mr. Andrew Steenerson, 
a Freethinker, is a Prohibitionist. Thisis 
indeed very seldom the case. For after a 
person has cultivated his brain sufficiently 
to study himself out of the church he 
generally sees far evough to see that the 
Prohibition law is not a desirable law; and 
more than this, it will not-overcome the 
evil, as anyone can know who has traveled 
through Prohibition states. And besides 
this, the Prohibition law. would also do 

away with a good law now in force. 

The best and only intelligent way.to 
overcome the evil of drink is by proper 
penalties. I think that a man arrested for 
an ill conduct while partly intoxicated 
should always receive at least twelve hours 
of rest, and then work out his penalty in 
striped clothing on the public road nearest 
his home; for to drain the purse of a man 
partly intoxicated has as much effect on 
him as you would hav on a ground-hog by 
making the sign of a cross on the end of 
your coat-tail. 

Prohibition law takes away man’s self- 


to put up | regarding his sins, or offenses against 
: God, which are not at all identical with 
vices or crimes which injure men. The 
four chief sins of his of which we know 
are dancing, ringing the bells of the 
parish church, playing at the innocent 
open-air sport of tipcat, and reading the 
history of Sir Bevis of Southampton, The 
evil of this latter book consisted in its 
being a romance, instead of a crabbed 
work of piety such as his puritanical 


healthful and commendable diversions. 


mad with terror. 


his ears or trying to fly away with hin. 


agony. 


faith had plucked from the fire. 


trials and temptations. 


about the holy wars.” 


for their narration. 


Ep. T. 8.] 


A Biblical Confusion Explained. 
BARRE, Mass., Dec. 80, 1892. 


church alone permitted to be read. Most 
of the above acts we should applaud as 


The Christian church, which gets every- 
thing wrong end foremost, pronounced 
them sins. Then, as Bunyan had a power- 
ful imagination, he realized the punish- 
ments which the church taught would be 
meted him so intensely that he became 
He perpetually fancied 
fiends about him, whispering heresy in 


He envied, he says, the brutes, and the 
stones on the street and tiles- on the 
houses, for they were not endowed with 
an immortal part destined to eternal 
His biography is an instructiv 
exposition of the misery suffered by mill- 
ions in the old ages because of the de- 
testable teaching of Christianity. The 
notion that he had been a very wicked 
youth was given additional currency by 
the divines of his denomination, who like 
many of the present day exaggerated the 
former turpitude of the brand: whom their 
The 
“í Pilgrim’s Progress” is a pleasant, read- 
able allegory describing the progress of 
a Christian pilgrim through this world of 
The ‘‘ Holy War” 
isa work in similar style describing the 
conflict between God and Satan, holy 
men and unholy. You say, ‘‘ Tell me all 
This class of wars 
over religion, with which you supposed 
the book to deal, would require a library 
. Bennett’s ‘‘ Cham- 
pions of the Church: Their Cruelties and 
Crimes,” would do to begin with.— 


Mr. Eprror: Having seen no reply to 


judgment, and thereby degrades mankind. 
A law should always be so constructed as 
to strike the violator only, and not the 
honest or sober party, as the Prohibition 


law does. 


A Prohibitionist’s second word is that 
you hav no privileges in this country, and 
that you hav no right to break your neigh- 
bor’s window, use your neighbor’s wood, 
I say that 
any man who says that any of his liberty is 
taken away by such laws is a very bad 
Such laws hav no effect on me; 
they take away no part of my liberty. 
The only law that interferes with my 


or shoot certain birds, ete. 


man, 


liberty—in this state—is the Sunday law, 


for on Sunday I cannot go hunting, or to 
a beer-garden, or to picnics, or even toa 
The wealthy people take time 
during the week to indulge in such pleas- 
ures, but the laborer who is compelled to 
put in six days of the week in his shop is 


dance, 


deprived of such pleasures by this obnox- 
ious Sunday law. And another such curse 
on this country would be the Prohibition 
law, for whisky is a very good and effectiv 
medicin for home use in a variety of 
cases, and entirely harmless should an 
overdose be administered so long as the 
patient is taken care of. 
GEORGE SCHUBERT. 


Bunyan Better Than Most Christians, 
Montezuma, Ia., Dec. 22, 1892. 
Mr. Enrror: There are a considerable 
number of agents selling ‘‘ Pilgrim’s 
Progress,” written by Bunyan. Will 
you state to me what kind of a man 
he was? I think he was a bad man. Then 
there is the ‘‘ Holy War.” What kind of 
a war was it that made it holy? Tellme 
all about the holy wars, and all about the 
‘*Pilgrim’s Progress.” 
Joon CHAMBERLIN, 
[Bunyan was so far from being a bad 
man that the only serious fault he seems 
to hav possessed wasa belief in Christianity. 
Of what are commonly accounted vices he 
had none, The notion that he had arose 


from the strong language which he used 


our image after our likeness. 
created man in his own image. 


created first, the serpent or Adam?” 


legend, picked up by the Bible-makers, 


gods, being polytheists, not monotheists. 
Another legend, 


for it. 


Now, when these foolish barbarians 
translated the first verse they changed the 


plural noun, Elohim, into the singular 
number, God, instead of gods, as they 
were monotheists and believed in one god 
only. But they werenot ‘‘smart enough” 
—to use a Yankee phrase—to translate the 
Hebrew pronouns into the singular so 
they would correspond with the singular 
—God—therefore you will read in chap- 
ter i, 26, that this one God apparently 
says to himself, “Let us make man in 
our image,” ete.; whereas, these many 
gods were conferring together. You may 
well inquire the meaning of the plural 
pronouns “‘us” and “our” all through 
the account of this stupendous creation, 
provided there was but one god at work 
on the job, in which case it should read, 
“<7 will make man in my image,” etc.— 
this one God talking to himself! Please 
inquire of any Hebrew scholar if the 


the queries of S. R. Thorne in Tur Trora 
SEEKER, Sept. 17, 1892, with your permis- 
sion I will venture a few remarks on two 
of his most important questions, viz.: 
‘ Will not some of your able correspond- 
ents enlighten me on the following ques- 
tions: ‘And God.said, Let us make man in 
So God 

In the 
image of God created he him.’ Now, I 
desire to be informed, Who was God 
talking to at that time? And which was 


If the first verse of the Bible was trans- 
lated correctly it would read, ‘‘In the be- 
ginning the Gods created the heaven and 
earth.” It is an Egyptian or Chaldean 


these nations believing in a plurality of 


contradicting the 
former, begins at verse fourth of the sec- 
ond chapter of Genesis. There, this 
wonderful creator is styled ‘‘Lord God,” 
in an entirely different account of the same 
transaction. . Please read the two chap- 
ters for yourselvs; do not take my word 


Hebrew word is not Elohim, and in the 
plural number, from which God is trans- 
lated in the first verse of Genesis. The 
plural pronoun in the first chapter ‘of the 
Bible, aided by the first epistle of John 
vV, 7, helped form the impossible trinity of 
“Father, Son, and Holy Ghost” of the 
ghostly Christian church. 

_ Which was created first, the serpent 
or Adam?” Neither was ever created. 
They evoluted, as did all other produc- 
tions, good, bad, and indifferent. The 
fable in Genesis that teaches this mon- 
strous lie should, with Santa Claus and all 
similar Christian lies, be relegated to the 
shades of the deepest dungeon of obscurity. 

Erra E. Grason. 


Reply to the Theist. 
Howrox, Can., Dec. 6, 1892. 
Mr. Eprror: In Tue Trorn SEEKER of 
November 26th I notice a long letter by 
A. A. Chapman to which you invite an- 


tedious to study out for the amount of 
intelligence it contains. The author pro- 
fesses belief in a supreme being, but on 
-considering all he says for and against, 
or only joking. 

It is, however, no wonder ,that Mr. 


among the greatest fanatics? 


it. 


chain-gang hierarchy. 


himself a Freethinker. 


ing business. 


if not, answering him is a waste of time. 


history.” 
Freethinker. 
were self-derived, 
sustained,” ete. 


self-centered, 


ment, the universe must be eternal. 
its being self-sustained, self-developed, 
there is no intelligence connected with it, 


there is or there is not. Furthermore, 


itself to man? Do we not know that the 
laws of nature are inexorable—that light- 
ning will as soon strike an angel as a devil, 


there is an intelligence above, behind, or 
within the universe that controls every- 
thing (call it God or Nature if you like), 
does it not let the wicked prevail over 
the good just as often as the former hap- 
pens to be the strongest? If Mr. Chap- 
man can convince himself of the exist- 
ence of a supreme being by experience he 


can certainly outdo any Freethinker I- 


ever knew. 

He makes out that Freethinkers worship 
Nature. I do not know what he means by 
worship. I respect nature as I do the 
butcher, the baker, and the spring that 
supplies me with water—for what it is, no 
more and no less. And I fail to see any 
worship in that. 

But I would like to know what experi- 
ence he has had (he a Freethinker) that 
helps to prove the existence of a supreme 
being. 

The climax of absurdity is not yet. It 
comes when Mr. Chapman tries to prove 
God by history. Indeed, if history could 
be trusted there would be no trouble in 
proving any quantity of Gods. But the 


swer. I think I can see why you do not 
take it in hand yourself. Itis long and 


one is at a loss to know if he is in earnest 


Chapman calls himself a Freethinker— 
where is the man who does not, even 
“ Free- 
thinker,” like the words ‘“‘liberty” and 
‘‘QChristianity,” has no meaning until one 
has discovered what the utterer means by 
No religion boasts more about relig- 
ious liberty than does the Roman Catholic 
No Christian de- 
bater ever attempts to defend Christianity ; 
from the standpoint of avy creed. He 
always formulates a nice little religion of 
the mildest possible form of Christianity 
and when garrisoned behind this impreg- 
nable breastwork he fights the Infidel but 
denies that there is any Christian but 
himself. Likewise, if anyone wishes to 
criticise Freethought he begins by calling 


In this case Mr. Chapman is either a 
Freethinker or very young in the think- 


If he is candid, there is hope for him; 


Mr. Chapman proves the existence of a 
supreme being by what he calls ‘‘the 
threefold logic of nature, experience, and 
Rather thin reasoning for a 
He says, ‘‘If the universe 
self- 
A Freethinker must be 
one who submits his beliefs to his own 
judgment. Matter being uncreatable and 
indestructible according to human judg- 


Hence it was never derived at all. As to 
and self-governed—that is to say, that 
I do not know of a Freethinker that says 
what difference does it make to us whether 


there is or not? And who is ever going to 
findit out, sinceif there isit never manifests 


if he does not get out of the way? If 
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question is: Is history all true? Is it not 
the duty of a Freethinker to weigh it in 
his own intellectual scale—to parboil it in 
the crucible of his own judgment? His- 
tory and the Bible tell us that Moses 
turned his cane into a snake by the power 
of God, and that Pharaoh’s magicians did 
the same thing by asimple sleight-of-hand, 
but what Freethinker believes that Moses’s 
claim was true? We know that in the 
American war both armies prayed God. 
for assistance, but who knows that they 
were not both praying to empty space? 
Possibly Mr. Chapman intended to show 


‘by history that the belief in God is innate 


in man, but who knows that itis? Why 

could it not be invented by .kings and 

priests to help them subdue the people? ° 
Again, what if it.is innate in man, does 

that prove anything? An old African 

king would not believe but that Stanley 

could charm him back into a young man 

again if he wished. Is Mr. Chapman pre- 

pared to believe Mr. Stanley a wizard be- 

cause a savage did? Savages always did 

and always will believe in witchcraft, 

while the belief has entirely vanished from 

the mind of civilized man. If innate be- 

lief proves nothing in the case of witch- 

craft, why does it prove so much in the 

case of deity? Is not the weakness and 

ignorance of savages, stimulated by hope . 
and fear, sufficient to induce a belief in 

God, devil, spooks, ghosts, and all the 

other supernatural fancies? 


Another. queer idea of Mr. Chapman’s— 
he says man annihilates God and deifies 
himself to take the place, and to show 
what a sorry figure man makes on the 
divine throne he enumerates the unjust 
and cruel deeds of man recorded in his- 
tory, seemingly to show that man is too 
cruel and wicked to be deified, over- 
looking the fact that-if there is a God 
who is responsible for everything that is, 
the same bad record must apply to him. 
Furthermore, he forgot that man enacted 
all of this villainy in the name of God and 
thinking he was doing God’s will, and has 
ceased doing so only in proportion as he 
has ceased to believe in that infamous 
God. If Mr. Chapman objets that man 
was mistaken in his belief that God in- 
structed him to commit such evils, then 
what becomes of his historical proof of 
deity? Supposing he claims that God is 
better than was supposed by the poor de- 
luded man who committed murders and 
other evils in his name, I say such a God 
cannot be. Any man’s experience ought 
to be sufficient to convince one of sound 
judgment that there is no supreme being 
outside of nature, or if there is that he 
dves nothing good but what nature could 
do without him, and is at the same time 
to blame for all the evil that exists, since 
he is almighty and either causes it or 
suffers it to be caused. Mr, Chapman ex- 
patiates greatly on man’s inhumanity to 
man, blaming him for all the wicked and 
cruel crimes that were ever committed. 
Yet he believes there is a supreme being 
and never asks him where he is and what 
he is doing that he does not interfere 
Well, it that God does exist he is wise in 
not interfering with the misdeeds of man, 
lest his weapon might be turned back 
against himself. Man is inhuman to man 
when he must be in order to acquire the 
fortune, rank, and affluence he wishes to 
enjoy. But does not God do the same 
himself? When he has a surplus of water 
does he mind drowning a few thousand 
people to store it away? When -he gets 
jolly enough to display fireworks, is he 
mindful as to what good man, his horse 
or his cow, the rockets may ,hit? No, 
not at all; he fires away in all directions 
regardless of consequences. He does 
just what nature would do if he was not 
there at all—lets nature take its course and 
effect follow cause. 


At last Mr. Chapman makes a grand 
display of good sounding phrases, out of 
which I can only make out that a supreme 
ruler is desirable. Well, I confess I 
would like myself to see a good, wise, 
kind, and honest god, „but I hav not yet 
been fortunate enough to find such a god. 
Mr. Chapman is trying to manufacture 
one of his strong desire, a thing I cannot 
do. Mine must exist without the help of 
my desire or imagination, and the only 
means,I hay to recognize him is by his 
works, Cuas. LAPEROHE. 


ad 
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@hildren’s Gorner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wrxon, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communica- 
tions for this Corner should be sent. 


“ Between the dark and the-daylight, 
oes the night ae begiņning to lower, 
a pause in the day’s occupations 
That is rr owi as the Children's Hour.” 


Humanity. 


Humanity pleads for the fallen and shorn, 
And will yet rule the world with its golden 
light; 
It pleads for the living and those to be born, 
With a higher ambition to be and do right. 


Memphis, Tex. U.J. 
a 


A Trip to Arizona. 


I had a trip last week to a part of Ari- 
zona which it may interest readers of the 
Corner to hear of. This is the Verde 
river valley. The river has its source in 
the highest of our mountains, the San 
Francisco range, fourteen thousand feet 
above the sea-level. This Rio Verde, ex- 
plored and mapped by Francisco Colorado 
and his daring adventurers early in the 
Spanish conquest, flows southwest through 
a series of long narrow valleys and pours 
its waters into Salt river. 

I say a series of valleys, for the high 
mountains that border the stream some- 
times shut in till the river flows through a 
narrow box canyon, then they open out 
again and a narrow valley isseen. There 
are three of these valleys—upper, middle, 
and lower Verde—and they all hav a small 
population offarmers. But itis not for the 
people who now farm the valleys that they 
are noteworthy, but for the fact that they 
contain some of the best-preserved ruins 
of the race that once peopled the country 
west of the Rocky mountains. 

The ruins consist of cliff-dwellings, 
tilled fields, great stone dams, and an 
intricate system of ditches for the pur- 
pose of irrigation. All crops must be 
watered artificially in this section, and 
these forgotten people made use of more 
land than the irrigation schemes of our 
government can hope to redeem in a 
century. Immense canals may be traced, 
and farms‘laid out in small beds are yet 
to be seen. There is no doubt that all 
this barren land was once the home of a 
numerous and, comparativly speaking, 
highly civilized people. The lower valley 
is the most interesting and the most diffi- 
cult to reach. The only entrance for 
wagons is through Copper canyon. I wish 
I had the power to picture it as I saw it. 
It looked to me as if some giant force had 
torn the grim, black mountains apart to 
make this wildand impressiv gateway. 

The canyon is six miles long and often 
three thousand feet deep from the top of the 
mountains to the bed of the gorge. 
wagon road, in many places blasted out 
of the solid rock, winds in and out down 
the sides of this awful place. On the 
right hand going down, tower gigantic 
cliffs of white limestone, half hidden in a 
coat of dark pifion pine and tangled under- 
brush. They look cool and stately and 
solemn. On the left the mountain is a 
mass of lava, piled in fantastic shapes and 
covered with a scant growth of cactus and 
stunted cedar and juniper trees. The 
lava is in many shades of brown and red, 
and along the very top of the mountain 
is piled in huge blocks almost as evenly 
laid as masonry. So noticeable is this 
that one can readily fancy one’s self look- 
ing at the stronghold of a feudal baron. 

The canyon is nowhere more than three 
or four thousand feet across. Sometimes, 
riding in the wagon, we could lean out 
and touch the cliffs that rose overhead, 
while on the other side, not six feet from 
the road, the ravine dropped down many 
hundred feet with scarce a break. Tops 
of tall trees growing in the bed of the 
canyon were far below us. Here and there 
tall spurs of rock and masses of lava 
masquerade in strange shapes. One 
showed the face of a man with an enor- 
mous nose and wearing a peaked cap. 
Others look like crouching animals. 
Above us on the left wound the old 
military road built by General Crook 
nearly thirty years ago, when the Apache 
was ‘‘lord of the land,” and lower down 
mounds dotted here and there show 


The į}. 


that many a trooper fell under the fire of 
the hidden enemy before the work was 
done, 

The cliffs above were most admirable 
places for ambush. There is a tiny stream 
of water in the canyon, and thickets of ash 
and ghostly-looking sycamore trees. 

Three miles from the mouth of the 
canyon is Camp Verde, a military post 
now abandoned. It is the ‘‘Camp Sandy” 
of Capt. Charles King’s military novel, 
‘The Colonels Daughter.” This story 
describes quite accurately that part of 
Arizona lying between Prescott and the 
Verde river. 

A few miles south of the fort rises a 
magnificent peak, probably six thousend 
feet high. It is called Squaw peak and on 
its very summit a desperate battle was 
fought between the United States troops 
and the Apache Indians. The valley isa 
veritable wonderland in look and history. 
On the west bank of the river the valley 
is from two to four miles wide, then come 
low salt hills. At one point there is a 
valuable salt mine. Back of this rise 
great brown and red peaks, the top of 
the mountain wall which shuts in the val- 
ley. On the east comes first a narrow 
strip of valley, then low hills of white 
lime, looking very barren and dreary and 
desolate; then high peaks of red clay. To 
the north are the gorgeous reds and yellows 
of the “Red Rock Country,” once the 
favorit lurking-place of the Apaches, and 
a land wondrously rich in ancient ruins. 

My visit was very short, but I found 
time to visit an ancient dam uncovered 
by recent high ficods. Two years ago the 
river ran half a mile from the spot and the 
dam was buried under at least ten feet of 
solid earth. After a period of heavy floods 
the river turned and cut the earth away 
back to this ancient channel, uncovered 
the dam it had long ago buried, and now 
flows where it did in the long-forgotten 
days when this valley must hav been the 
garden-spot of northern Arizona, The 
dam is built of large rocks in front, with a 
mass of small stones back of them, and 
will compare very favorably with the 
work of the present day. Itis about two 
hundred feet long. We could trace 
clearly the point where the ditch left the 
dam, and long stretches of similar ditch 
are to be found elsewhere in the valley. 
To all appearances the ditches hav had a 
lining of clay similar to that used in mak- 
ing the ancient pottery. Some pottery 
and stone implements are occasionally 
found in the valley—and one stone ax 
with the handle attached was found last 
year in a cave a few miles up the river. 

With good wishes for all readers of the 
Corner, I am, Yours respectfully, 

Prescott, Ariz. SHartot M, Hatt. 

eg 
Correspondence. 


McMinnvinir, ORE., Dec. 18, 1892. 

Miss Susan H. Wrxon, My Dear Friend: 
I again take the pleasure of writing to you 
and the little Corner friends, as it has 
been a long time since I hay written to the 
Corner. 

Well, I am glad you arrived home in 
good health from your foreign travel. 
Your letters about your trip were very 
interesting indeed. I missed the Corner 
very much while you were away off in 
Europe, but Iam very glad von enjoyed 
your visit. By what you said in your let- 
ter you did not get seasick during your 
trip. I am very much afraid that if I 
were to start on so long a voyage I should 
get seasick. Well, we hav had a rather 
nice winter; we had lots of rain in the 
early autumn, and on Thanksgiving day 
the snow was about four inches deep in 
the morning, but it melted off before 
night. Well, Christmas is coming; it 
soon will be here, the very best time of all 
the year. I do not hear much talk about 
having Christmas entertainments around 
here. Ihav received two presents. We 
are not going to school now. School 
closed the 28th of October and will not 
start till spring. I did not get my letter 
finished last night, so will finish to-night. 
It has been snowing all day to-day; 
the snow is two or three inches deep. 
Lots of snow falls almost every winter 
here and we hav a good time riding snow- 
shoes. I think it is very pretty to see 
everything covered with snow, as itis now, 
especially the evergreen fir-trees, They 
are so large and tall; some of them are 
three hundred feet high. In the winter 
time the grouse stay in the fir timber all 
the time and liv by eating the leaves. 
Jhoy are very pretty birds and are nice 

o eat. 


We still take Tus TRUTH SEEKER, and I ] 


. 


| your maps. 


guess we will continue to take it, I hope 
so anyway, for I think itis the best paper 
there is, I think Mr. Heston is truly a 
genius, for the pictures are just fine; 
they are worth one-third of the paper 
nearly. We hav saved every one of them 
in taking the paper two years, and expect 
to keep all the rest. Aun 

Eliza said she would not write this time, 
and as my letter is becoming very long I 
face I will close, hoping this will not 

d its way to that dreadful waste-basket 
and fearing it will take up too much 
valuable space. Your Liberal friend, 

Lov Vina FARMER. 
CROMWELL, Ia., Dec. 28, 1892. 

To THE READERS OF THE CORNER: I was 
reading a little in Toe TRUTH SEEKER 
to-day, and a desire seized me to write to the 
Corner once more. I seldom resist such 
temptations. ; 

Prof. W. S. Bell gave an interesting ad- 
dress at Creston last month and spent a 
few days at our home. I presume you all 
hav seen an account of it in Tue TRUTH 
SEEKER or the Investigator. He acquaints 
you with almost all that transpired, so there 
is little left for me to tell.. However, I 
wish to extend my thanks to him for his 
complimentary remarks and also to in- 
form the readers that you will always 
regret it if you do not hav Mr. Bell stop 
with you when it would be possible for 
him to do so. He can keep a house in up- 
roarious laughter hour after hour. 

Mr, Franklin Steiner also lectured at 
Creston on the 18th inst. His lecture 
was splendid and was appreciated by all 
present. I am lending THE TRUTH SEEKER 
to a friend, and am doing all.I can to 
make ‘‘full-feathered Liberals” of a 
family of six. I think the wings are 
started, and with the help of a few more 
such educators as Messrs. Bell and Steiner 
will grow rapidly. 

I noticed a letter from Lura M. Fenton 
in the Children’s Corner in which she says 
she would like to hear if some of the young 
Freethinkers hav to draw maps. I am 
glad that I can answer Miss Fenton’s 
question. I hav attended school up to 
the present time, and of all my duties at 
school, map-drawing and philosophy were 
my favorits. I hav Shakspere’s complete 
works, which I received as first prize for 
drawing a map of my own state. I hav 
numerous maps drawn when I studied 
physical geography, which are colored, 
not with crayon, but with inks. 

I think if you would get Diamond dyes, 
and make inks for coloring maps, you 
would like it much better. Aboveall, keep 
In future years they will be 
a great source of pleasure to you; at least, 
I find it so. I read a sketch in THE TRUTH 
SEEKER to-day which made the blood rush 
angrily through my body. It was of the 
attempted murder of M. W. St. John. I 
sincerely hope that the would-be murderer 
may be brought to justice and the most 
severe punishment inflicted. Wishing 
Mr. St. John a long life set with gems of 
peace and happiness, Lam, . 

Yours truly, Misnig W. GEIR. 

[A splendid letter from a splendid girl, 


May she liv long and prosper.—Ep. C. C.] 


Antiquity 
Unveiled. 


—o— 
Ancient Voices from the Spirit Realm 
disclose the most Startling 
Revelations. 

—o— 


Proving Christianity 
to be of 
Heathen Origin. 


(ILLUSTRATED.] 


. Price, $1.50. Address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Christianity a Fiction. 
Astronomical and Astrologic- 


al Origin of all Religions. 


By DR. J. H. MENDENHALL. 


Explanatory notes compiled and arranged by 
the late Jonathan M. Roberts. Price, 50 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
ANEW WORK 


BY 
ARTHUR B. MOSS, 
Author of “The Bible and Evolution,” 
ENTITLED 


Christianity and Evolution, 


: With preface by 
J. M. WHEELER, Sub-editor of Freethinker. 


Price, $1. Order at once. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


The Freethinker's Badge-pin 


THE TRUTH SEEKER 
ONE YEAR, 


Will be sent for $4.50. The $2.75 Pin and THE 
TRUTH SEEKER one year for $5. 


THE 


Ingersoll Souvenir Spoon 
THE TRUTH SEEKER 


Will be sent for $4.75. Sugar Spoons and TRUTH 
SEEKER, $5. Either kind (Tea or Sugar) Spoon 
with gilt bowl, 50c. more. . 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Other Newspapers 
The Truth Seeker. 


“Any of our readers who desire a New York 
weekly political paper can obtain one of the fol- 
lowing in connection with Tae TRUTH SEEKER 
at reduced rates: 

Tribune (Republican) weekly, and THE 

TRUTH SEEKER, - - e - 
Tribune (Republican) semi-weekly, and THE 

TRUTH SEEKER, - - 7 Š 
The Sun (Democratic) weekly, and THE 

TRŲỌTH SEEKER, - ` - - - 
The World (Democratic) weekly, and THE 

TRUTH SEEKER, - - - - 850 
THE ARENA and THE TRUTH SEEKER 
Will be sent one year both for, - - $6 00 
With large picture premium with the Arena, 6 50 
THE NORTH AMERICAN REVIEW ana 

aoe TRUTH SEEKER will be sent one geet 
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8 50 


_ BOOKS BY 
PROF. FELIX L. OSWALD. 


The Bible of Nature: A Contribution 
to the Religion of the Future. Cloth. $1. 
The Secret of the East; or, The Origin 


of the Christian Religion and the Significance 
of its Rise and Decline. Cloth, $1. 


Physical Education ; or, The Health-Laws 
of Nature. Cloth, $1. 

Household Remedies for the Prevalent 
Disorders of the Human Organism. Cloth, $1. 

Zoological Sketches: A Contribution to 


the Outdoor study of Natural History. Illus- 
trated by H Faber. Cloth, $2. ee Si 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette place, New York. 


FILE BINDERS. 


Those who preserve the volumes of Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER need a File Binder, which we willsend on 
receipt of one dollar. 


“INFIDELS AND CHARITY.” 


_A Leaflet showing that the oft-repeated Chris- 
tian statement that Infidels do not contribute 
to nor found charities is a falsehood. Itought to 
be widely circulated to mcet the calumny. Price, 
5 cents; 50 cents a dozen. Address Tue TROTH 
SEEKER, 28 Lafayette place, New York. 


SCIENCE VS. RELIGION, 


OR, THE 
Conflict between Reason and Superstition, 


By T. C. WIDDICOMBE, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


Price, 10 cents. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER LIBRARY. 


Issued Monthly. 
Subscription price, $3 per annum. 


No. BOOKS ISSUED. _ _Prtoe. 
1. The Truth Seeker Annual and Freethink- 
ors’ Almanac, 1891........e..seeeseee cece 25 
2. Men, Women, and Gods. Helen H. Gar- 
CT) 01) rr poteceocvecees 50 
3. Age of Reason. Thomas Paine.......... 25 
4. Answers to Christian Questions. D. M. 
Bontott eeuse ee ei siani 25 
5. Christian Absurdities. John Peck..... 20 
6. Victor Hugo’s Oration on Voltaire 10 
7. Tho Crisis... eseseonee sossssecorono 40 
8. Sabbath Breaking.. ...,.sesesesese noorosnn 25 
9. Travels in Feith. R. 0. Adams............ 25 
10. The Strike of a Sex, Geo. N. Miller..... 25 
11. My Religious Experience. §.P.Putnam. 25 
12. The Higher Criticism in Theology and 
Religion. T. E. Longshore.............. 50 
13. Infidel Death-beds. W. Foote,....... 25 
14. Rights of Man. Thomas Paine. Illust’d. 40 
15. Was Christ Crucified? AustinBierbower. 10 
16. Pulpit, Pew, and Cradle. Helen H. Gar- 
CONNOR oo 5 :a.5 3's 5 5.4 ETE O Cnette eet eS vie 10 
17. Bible Morals. John E. Remsburg. 25 
18. Awful Disclosures of Maria Monk...... 50 
19. Pocket Theology. Voltaire.............. 25 
20. F nshed by Unseen Hands. H. Gar- 
ODOL. soo es ee naib cies sie sre (a 86d ots! 9 SSS eMac ye Se ere 50 
21. History of Religion. E. E. Evans....... 20 


OTHER NUMBERS IN PREPARATION. 


. Yearly subscribers will receive all the books 
issued during the year. Single copies of each 
book sent upon receipt of price. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 00. 


HEATHENS OF THE HEATH. 


Radical Romance. 
By We. MoDoNNELL. $00pp., paper, 50 cents. 


“A Digest of Science.” —- 


THE DYNAMIC THEORY OF LIFE AND MIND: 


Anattempt to show that all Organic Beings are both Con- 
structed and Operated by the Dynamic Agencies 
of their respective Environments, 


By JAMES B. ALEXANDER. 


Over 400 illustrations, 87 chapters, 1,067 pages, and a 3-column index of 11 pages. 
Price, express. prepald by us, only $2.75. 


This work endeawors to embrace the field covered by thousands d 

“ Bumbolat piece et of Roience,” the “ Tareraskionel Scientific Ronee petal ae Sh Euch ps those of the 
simple and direct form, with proper correspondence between them, d on- 
tributing toward the origin and evolution of organic beings. hem, all of she: known factors con 


Do you wish to be well informed? THEN READ A CHAPTER OR VERSE DAILY FROM THIS BIBLE OF 


SCIENCE! 


It is entertaining as well as enlightening, and will lead you to “ -ship” i 
—i. €., appreciate the worth of the Universal Mother. y o" worth-ship" (worship) nature 


j You must own this book some day: why not NOW? 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Placo, New York. 


FREETHIAKERS’ PICTORIAL TEXT-BOOK 


SHOWING 


THE ABSURDITY AND UNTRUTHFUL: 
NESS OF THE CHURCH’S CLAIM 
TO BE A DIVINE AND BENEFI- 
CENT INSTITUTION, AND RE- 
VEALING THE ABUSES 
OF A UNION OF 
OHUROH -AND 


| g 5 Full~Page 
Jllustratioqs. 
WITH COPIOUS CITATIONS 9 
FACTS, 
HISTORY, 
STATISTICS, 


OPINIONS or SCHOL- 
ARS 


TO MAINTAIN THE ARGUMENT OF 
THE ARTIST. 
DESIGNS BY WATSON HESTON 


WITH PORTRAIT OF 
THE DESIGNER. 


s The illustrations are classified as follows: 
represent Uncle Sam and the Priests. 2 represent Samples of Christianity’s Work. 
me The Church Kobbing the People. issionaries. - 
“ Thanksgiving. The Lord’s Instruments. 


es Bible Doctrines and Their Result 
The Church and Slavery. 

s$ Priests and Politics. 

> Ireland and the Church. _ 

= Church's Idea of Civilization. 

The Uses of the Cross. 

Unkind Reflections on the Church. 


sd Sabbath Laws. 
Children and the Church. 
ay Woman and the Church. , 
+ The Church and Thomas Paine. 
Studies in Natural History. 
a ‘The Bible and Science. 
se The Clergy and Their Flocks, 
u 
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e Piety in Our Penitentiaries. a Persecutions of the Chure 
bee The Atonement Scheme. i Bome Allegories. 
w Tho Lord and His Works. z Heaven. 
rayer. ell. 
a The Cree . 3 i ratianbéns. 
s Christians and Mohammedans. 


fore appeared in this country, and it is very doubtful if another one like it 


r ever again be pab- 

shed. We must give the Truth Seeker Company the credit of putting the book in the reach of all. 
At twice the price it would have been a cheap book. Artist Heston as a portrait-painter and de 
signer is a wonderful success, and we judge from our own feelings that nearly every Liveral in 


America will desire a copy of this most wonderful volume.—[Freethinkers’ Magazine. 


A most extraordinary publication. We venture the assertion that nothing, like it has ever ba ; 


Mr. Heston deserves to be called the artist-hero of Liberalism, He has dedicated his genius to 
Freethought, and has done faithful and noble work for the cause of right and truth. But the pict- 
ures do not make up the whole of this volume. There are nearly two hundred pages of reading 
raatter that serve first as explanations of the illustrations, and secondly as texts to prove the utter 
*alsity of the church’s professions and the hypocrisy of those who uphold thom. Altogether the 

ook is one of the best weapons against Christianity and the church that has ever been put in the 
ands of Freethinkers.—[Boston Investigator. 


D) Price, board covers, $2; cloth, $2.50. 
Address The Trrth Seeker 


A SPIRITUALIST? 


—OR— 
Curious Revelations From the 


Life of a Trance Medium. 


By MRS, NETTIE COLBURN MAYNARD. 


Together with Portraits, Letters, and Poems. Ilus- 
trated with Engravings, and Frontispiece of Lincoln 
from Carpenter’s Portrait from life. Cloth, $1.50; 
paper, 75 cents. 
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Only Authorized Bditions. 
Se Hall 


JODS AND OTHER LECTURES, 
Comprising The Gods, Humboldt, Thomas Paine, Individuality, Heretics and Heresies. - 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 


THOSTS AND OTHER LECTURES. 
Including The Ghosts, Liberty of Man, Woman, and Child; The Declaration of Independ- 
ence, About Farming in Illinois, Speech Nominating James G. Blaine tor Presideuoy in 1876, 
The Grant Banquet, A Tribute to Rev. Alex. Clarke, The Past Rises Before Me Like a Dream, 
and A Tribute to Ebon C. Ingersoll. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 


SOME MISTAKES OF MOSES. 

Contents: Some Mistakes of Moses, Free Schools, The Politicians, Man and Woman, The 
Pentateuch, Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, He Made the Stars Also, Friday, Satur- 
day, Let us Make Man, Sun ays The Necessity for a Good Memory, The Garden, ‘he Fall, 
Dampness, Bacchus and Babel, Faith in Filth, The Hebrews, The Plagues, The Flight, Confess 
and. $ void, Inspired Siavery, Marriage, War, Religious Liberty, Conclusion. Paper, 50 cents; 
cloth, $1. 

INTERVIEWS ON TALMAGE. 

Boing Six Interviews with the Famous Orator on Six Sermons by the Rev. T. DeWitt Tal- 
mage, of Brooklyn, to which is added a Talmagian Catechism. Paper, 80 cents; cloth, $1.25; 
cloth, gilt, $1.50. 

BLASPHEMY. . 

Argument by R. G. Ingersoll in the Trial of O. B. Reynolds, at Morristown, N. J. This is 
the greatest argument ever made in a case of this kind, and will be a model for the bar so long 
as the Christians use force to repress free speech. Its legal acumen is unsurpassed, its elo- 
quence never equaled in a trial for “blasphemy.” Wherever Christian persecution is going 
on this argument should be freely circulated, read to the Christians, andi expounded on every 
occasion. Paper, 25 cents; cloth, 50 cents. 

WHAT MUST WE DO TO BE SAVED? 

Analyzes the so-called gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, and devotes a chapter 
each to the Catholics, Episcopalians, Methodists, Presbyterians, Evangelical Alliance, and an- 
swers the question of the Christians as to what he proposes instead of Christianity—the relig- 
ion of sword and flame. Paper, 25 cents. 

THE GREAT INGERSOLL CONTROVERSY. 
The famous Christmas Sermon by Colone! Ingersoll, the heated replies of the ministers, 
and Colonel Ingersoll’s rej oinders to the same. Paper, 25 cents. 
THOMAS PAINE’S VINDICATION. 
A Reply to the New York Odserver’s Attack upon the Author-hero of the Revelution, by 
R. G. Ingersoll. Paper, 15 cents. 
LIMITATIONS OF TOLERATION. 
A Discussion between R. G. Ingersoll, Hon. Frederick R. Coudert, and Ex-Governor 
Stewart L. Woodford. Paper, 10 cents. 
ORTHODOXY. CIVIL RIGHTS SPEECH. 
A Lecture. Paper, 10 cents. With Speech of Hon. Frederick Douglass. Paper, 10 cents. 


‘OPENING SPEECH TO THE JURY: 
In tho suit of the B. & M. Tel, Co. vs. W. U. Tel. Co., 1886. Paper, 10 cents. 
CRIMES AGAINST CRIMINALS. 


Delivered Before the New York State Bar Association. Paper, 10 cents, 
LIFE. A Prose-Poom. In color, on board, gilt edges, 9x13 (for mantel, wall, or cagel), 60 conts. 


LITHOGRAPH OF R. G. INGERSOLL. A LAY SERMON, 


22x 28 inches, heavy plato paper, £0 cents. On the Labor Question. Duper, 5 cents, 
PHOTOGRAPH (CABINET) OF R, G, INGERSOLL, 50 cents. 
ef s “& COLONEL INGERSOLL, WITH BABY BROWN. 


(A home picture.) 50 cents. 
PHOTOGRAPH (PANEL), 18 x 24 inches, $5. (IMPERIAL), 7} x 18 inches, $1.50. 


STAGE AND THE PULPIT, 


_ An Interview on their Comparative Merits, and Opinions on the Trial of the Chicago 
Anarvhists, the Catholic Church, etc. Paper, 3 cents. 


DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE. INGERSOLL ON McGLYNN. 


Centennial Oration. Paper, 6 cents. Paper, 3 cents. 


INGERSOLL CATECHISED. Paper, 3 cents. BIBLE IDOLATRY. Paper, 3 cents. 
THE TRUTH OF HISTORY. 


Com ments on the assertion by an evangelist that Colonel Ingersoll had become a Christian, 
had zamitted that Thomas Paine recanted, and that his own children had joined the church. 
aper, 3 cents. 


INGERSOLU’S ADDRESS BEFORE THE NEW YORK UNITARIAN CLUB. 
, The lecture is n grand one, and was received by the club with continuous applause from 
beginning to end, which speaks weil for the Uniturians. The pamphlet contains 12 pages, 
beautifully printed. rice, 6 cents; ten copies, 50 cents. 


MEMORIAL ORATION ON ROSCOL CONKLING. 
Delivered before the New York legislaturo May 9, 1888. Price, 75 cents. 


GOD IN THE JGNSTITUTION. 


One of the best papers Co'onel Ingersoll ever wrote. In paper cover with likeness of 
author. Price, 10 cents. Twelve copies for $1. 


INGERSOLL’S GRE iT ADDRESS ON THOMAS PAINE, 


At the Paine celebration in New York city in 1892. Price, 6 cents; ten copies for 60 cents. 


INGERSOLL’S LECTURES IN ONE VOLUME. 

. CONLTENTS.—Vhe Gods; Humboldt; Individuality; Thomas Paine; Heretics and Here- 
. pies; The Ghosts; The Liberty of Ma‘, Woman, and Child; The Centennial Oration, or Decla- 
~ ration of Independence, July 4, 1876; What I Know About Farming in Illinois; Speech at Cin- 
Cinnati in 1876, nominating James G. Blaine for the Prezideney: The Past Iises Before Me. 
or, Vision of War, a1 ex*ra:t from a Speech made at the So diers’ and Sailors’ Reunion 
at Indianapol's. In ?., Sept. 21, 1876; A Tribute to Ebon C. Ingersoll; The Grant Banquet; 
Crimes Against C:imi rals; Tribute to the Rev. Alexander Clarke; Some Mistakes of Moses; 
What Mu t We Do to be Saved? Six Interviews with Robert G. Ingersoll on Six Sermons by 
the Rev. T. De W tt Talmage, D D.; to which is added a Talmagian Catechism, and Four 

Prefacss, Which contain soma of Mr. Tagersoll’s wittiest aud brightest sa ings. 
This volume h ıs the greatest popularity, is beautifully bound in half calf or half morocco, 

mottled edges, 1,357 page , good paper, large type, post 8vo. Price, postpaid, $5. 


LIBERTY IN LITERATURE, v 


Testimonial to Walt Whitman. “ Let us put wreaths on the brows of the luing? An Ad- 
dress delivered in Philadelphia, Oct. 21, 1890, with portrait of Whitman. _ Containing also 
COLONEL INGERSOLDL’S ADDHRESS A'T 'THE FUNERAL OF WALT WHIT. 


MAN, at Harleigh, Camden, N. J., March 30, 1892. Paper, 25 cents; cloth, 50 cents. 
PROSE-POEMS AND SELECTIONS. 


Fifth edition, enlarged and revised, A handsome quarto, containing 333 pages. This is. 
beyond question, the cheapest and most elezant volume in Liberal literature. {ts mechanical 
finish is worthy of its intrinsic excellence. No expens: has been spared to make it the thing of 
beauty itis. Tha type is large and clear, the paper heavy, highly calendered, andri*hly tinted, 
the presswork faultiess, and the binding as perfect as the bast materials and skill can make it, 

As tə the contents, it is enough to say that they include ali of the choicest utterances of 
the greatest writer on the topics treated that has ever lived, 

Those who have not the good fortune to own all of Mr. Ingersotl’s puvlinhen work”, will 
have in this book of selections many bright samples of his lotty thought, his matchl-ss elo- 

uence, his wonderful imagery, and his epigrammatic and ‘poeticpower. ‘I'he collection in- 
Judes all of the “ Tributes” that have become famous in literature—notably those to his brorser 
E. C.ingersoli, Lincoln, Grant, Beecher, Conkling, Courtlandt M. Palmer, Mary Vi-ke, Elizur 
Wright: his peerless monographs on *The Vision of War,” Love, Liberty, Art aud Morality, 
Science, Nature, The Imagination, Decoration Day Oration, Whatis Poetry, Music of Wagner, 
Origin and Destiny, “ Leaves of Grass,” and on the great heroes of intel cctual Liberty. Be- 
sides these are innumerable gems taken here and there from the orations, speeches, ar. uments, 
toasts. lectures, letters, interviews, and day by day conversations of the author. 

The book is designed for, and will be accepted by, ad:niring friends as a rare personal 
souvenir. To help it serve this purpose, a fiae steel portrait, with autograph fac-simile, has 
been prepared especially forit. Inthe more elegant styles of binding it is cminently suited 
for presentation purposes, for any season or occasion. | > i 

Prices.—In cloth, bevcled boards, gilt edges, $2.50; in half morocco, gilt cdges, $5; in half 


calf, mottled ‘cdges, library style, $450; in full Turkey morocco, gilt, exquisitely fine, $7.50; 


in full tree calf, highest possible finish, $9. 
~ Any of the above sent to any address, by express, prepaid, or mail, post. free, 


ew York. 
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D.M. BENNETT § WORKS. 


ADDRESS THE TRUTH SEEKER OFFICE. 


A Truth Seeker Around the World, | 
large volumes. With steel-plate engraving oi 
the author in Vol. I,and each volume illustrated 
with forty-seven cuts. Handsomely bound ir 
red cloth, 86.50, 


The World’s Sages, Thinkers, and Re- 
formers. 1,075 pages, 8vo. Cloth, 
$8.00; leather, $4.06: morocco, gilt edges, $4.50 


fhe Humphrey-Bennett Discussion, A 
debate on Christianity and Infidelity between 
. M. Bennett and Rev. G. H. Humphrey.. This 
book has had a very large sale,and is a splendid 
work for Freethinkers_to loan to Christian 
neighbors. 550 pages. Price, $1. 


Bennett-Teed Discussion. Between D. M. 
Bennett and Cyrus Romulus R. Teed. Jesus the 
Lord goa Creator of Heaven and Eart. Paper, 

cents. 7 , 


What Objections to Christianity? A dis- 
cussion between D. M. Bennett and G. M. Mair, 
divided into the following theses: 1. Christian- 
tty is neither new nor original, being borrowed 
or copied from much older systems of religion. 
X. Miracles and supernatural achievements hava 
been as fully and truly ascribed to other teach- 
ers and founders of religion as to Jesus. 8. The 
atory of Jesus and his mission in the world is 
anhistorical; it is not corroborated by contem- 
poraneous history. Bennett affirms; Mair de- 
es This is an exhaustive discussion. Price, 

Trial of D. M. Bennett in the United 
States Circuit Court upon the charge of depos- 
iting prohibited matter in the mail. This gives 
af istory of this celebrated case, and shows 
what monstrous injustice was perpetrated upon 
Mr. Bennett. Price, cloth, 75 cts.; paper, 50 cts. 


An Open Letter to Jesus Christ. 5 cts. 


Deacon Skidmore’s Letters. First Dea- 
con of Zion Hill Baptist church, giving many 
church incidents and his evolution from Chris- 
tianity to Liberalism. Paper, 50 cents; cloth. 
% cents. 

The Book of Chronicles of the Pilgrims 
in the Land of Yahweh: also the Epistle 
of Bennett the Apostle to the Truthseekers 
Cloth, $1. 

The First Epistle of Bennett the Apostle 
to the Truth Seekers. 10 cents. 


An Hour with the Devil, i6cer~. 

Iwe Gods aud Religions ef Ancient anà 
Modern Times. Two volumes. Written 
in prison. In cloth, $3.00 per volume, or $5.06 
for the two volumes; in leather, $7.00; in mo 
t22c0, gilt edges, $8.00. 


Sros Behind the Bars. A series of letter: 
‘written in prison. Over 700 pages. Price, $1.56 


A Truth Seeker in Europe. A series o: 
ettere written during avisit of ten weeks ir 
rope, Giving some account of the Inter 

national Frecthinkers’ Congress held at Brus 
sels, to which Mr, Bennett was a delegate, fol 
lowed by a description of what he saw in Eng 
and, France, Holland, and Italy. The letter: 
rom Rome alone are worth the price of th. 
book. With a steel-plate portrait of the author 
850 pages. $1.50. 

The Semitic Gods and the Bible. Treat 
ing upon the Gods of the Semitic nations, in 
eluding Allah, Jehovah, Satan, the Holy Ghosi 
Jesus Christ, the Virgin Mary, and the Bibl 
To the latter 230 pages are devoted, showin: 
that book to_be a very inferior production fo 
a first-class God. 833 large pages. Paper covers 
cents; cloth, $i ` 

Jndaism, Christianity, and Mohammedau 
ism examined historically and critically 
Tt is thought, to be the most damaging exhibi. 
of Christianity that has appeared. 500 lax% 
wages. Price. $1.50. 


books by Helen H. Gardener 


Four 


New Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 


Men, Women and Gods, 


Introduction by 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 


Price, cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 
The Trade Supplied at Special Discounts. 


IS THIS YOUR SON, HY LORD? 


A Fascinating Story of Radical Truths on 
Religion and Social Matters. 
Price. cloth. $1: Daper. 50 cents. 


PRAY YOU, SIR, WHOSE 
DAUGHTER? . 


A NEW NOVEL. 
Price, cloth, $1. l Paper, 50 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette place. New York. 


Superstition in All Ages, °°!" ees, “nam Prof. Wm, Denton’s Books, 


BY JPAN MBSLIBR, 


Priest,who 
renounced 
Christiane 
ițyand Ex- 
posed the 
Falseness 
of that Re- 
ligion and 
the object 
of the 
Pr este 
hoed. Pa- 
Fer, 50 
cents; 
gloth, $7. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY. 


RELIGION NOT HISTORY. 


Examination of the Morals and History 
of the New Testament. 


By ProF. F. W. NEWMAN. Price 25 sents. 


POPES AND THEIR DOINGS. 


ACCOUNT OF 
Vicars of Christ and Vicegerents of God. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


lA 


The New God. Price, 10 cents. 

The Problem of the Universe, and Its 
Scientific Solution, with some Criticisms of 
Universology. Price, 20 cents. 

Waifs and Wanderings, A New Ameri- 

- can Story. Price, cloth, $1.00; paper, 50 
cents. “A prose epic of the war,rich with 
incident and dramatic power; breezy from 
first page to last with the living spirit of to- 
day.”—[John Swinton’s Paper. 

Golden Throne, A Romance. ‘‘ The au- 
thor , certainly has genius. The divine 
creative spark is within him. The book is 

ed th manly thoughts, expressed, in 
manly words—the transcript ofa manly mind. 
Every Liberal should read ‘ Golden Throne.’” 
—tIingersoll. Price, $1. 

Ingersoll and Jesus. 
rhyme between the Nineteenth Century 
Infidel and the Galilean Reformer, wherein 
it is shown there is much in harmony between 
them. Price, 10 cents. 

Adami and Heva. A poetic version of 
the Jndian story of the Garden of Eden in 
whica its superiority to the mutilated copy— 
the Genesis legend—is shown. Price, 10 cents. 

Gottlieb: His Life. A Freethought Ro- 
mance. Price, 85 cents. . 

My Religions Experience. Price, 25 cents, 
For all of the above address 

THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafavette place, New York. 


A conversation in 


eS he 


GOD AND HIS BOOK: 


When he had read this book Colonel In 

thanks ot all Tho really hink. It is a Work o ekke pak 
umor, of sledgehammer vehemence, of scathing ¢ 

the heaviest iconoclastic broadsides ever fired at the J ewish God and the Bible. 


Cloth, gold letters, $1.25. 


BOOKS | 


BY 


SALADIN 


(W. STEWART ROSS), 
Editor of the 


LONDON AGNOSTIC JOURNAL.) 


ersoll wrote to the author: “ You have earned the 


of vast research, of sound criticism, of caustic 
hos and eloquence. itis one of 


at 


WOMAN: HER GLORY, HER SHAME, AND HER GOD. 


The Rev. Archdeacon Farrar said that * Christianity sloyated the woman; it shrouded 


as with a halo of sacred innocence the tender years of the ¢. 
is_to show the archdeacon his error,and he has succeeded. 


ild.” The object of Saladin’s work 
English writer said of it: 


“ This certainly is one of the most marvelous books ever issued from the press. The authori- 
ties cited are unquestionable. and the result is convincing.’ 
In two volumes, cloth, gilt-lettered, $2.50. 


DID JESUS RISE FROM THE DEAD? 


The evidence for the resurrection is in this book carefully considered, and found want- 


ing. It ought to convince every Christian of the untrutbfulness of this 
it is certainly one of the best essays ever written on the subject. 


In paper, 25 cents. 


eged miracle, for 


CHRISTIANITY AND THE SLAVE TRADE. 


A condensation of the known facts upon this subject, proving that Christianity did not 


abolish but aided this infamous traffic in human beings. 
In paper, 30 cents. 


as only Saladin can make. 


THE TRANSITION. 


o which are added such comments 


A consideration of the antagonism. of the, Bible and science, and of the question whether 
the veiled or allegorical portions of the Christian Bible can be interpreted by modern science. 


In paper, 20 cents. 


ROSES AND RUE. 


Being Random Notes and Sketches. Some of its subjects are: A Last Interview with a 


Man of Genius; An 


Poverty; Godin the Constitution; Bruno; Gods; 


Essay on Stirpiculture; Asceticism and Superstition; Capital Punishment; 


Witchcraft, etc. This may be called Sala- 


din’s own book, for itis poetry in prose, and is one of the books that lovers of strong literature 


like to read again aud again. 


LAYS OF ROMANCE. 


n cloth, gold- and silver-lettered, $1.50. 


This book reminds one of Sir Walter Scott, being romantic, historic verse, aglow in every 
page with the energy of a true and high poetic genius. 


Cloth, gold-lettered, 75 cents. 


ISAURE and OTHER POEMS. j 


The title poem is a sto 


are fresh, fragrant, thoughtful, and every verse reveals 
ows with passion and throbs with life. 


Every page g 
Cloth, gold-lettered, 75 cents. 


A FEARFUL FLOGGING. 


of intense passion, touchingly told. The other twenty. poems 


the thinker, observer, and reformer. 


By one who endured it.. Based upon a manuscript in the possession of Saladin 


n paper, 10 cents. 


THE AGONTIES OF HANGING. 


Studies in Psychology. By one who was cut down from the gallows. Printed from manu. 


script in the hands of Saladin. 


In paper, 10 cents. 


WHIRLWIND SOWN and REAPED. 


A short sto 


said: “This novel will 


of clerical crime and villainy founded on fact. Of this book the Open Court 
command the same, or more, interest than Helen Gardener’s story, ‘Is 


This Your Son, My Lord?’” In paper, 25 cents. 


THE CONFESSIONAL. 


@ 


Being an exposure of that infamous religious rite. Contents: Licentiousness of the Pre- 
Reformation Church; Lechery of the Confessional; The Priest in Absolution; Confessions of 
the Escaped Nun; Extracts from Dens and Lignori; Examination ot the Church’s Claim to 


haye Fostered Learning; Her 


Atten pts at Continency even more Ruinous than Her Relf- 


Indulgence; The Relative Crimiaal Statistics of Catholicism and Protestantism. 


n paper, 25 cents. 
For oJ) of thess works address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, 23 Lafayette Place, New York. 


10e. . 
Christianity No Finality. 
Superior. 10c. 


Common-Sense Thoughts on the Bible. 
i : 


Be Thyself. 
Spiritualism 


Oc. 
Deluge in the Light of Modern Science. 
10c. 


Garrison in Heaven. A Dream. 10e. 
Geologist and Radical. By J. H. Powell. 
25C. 


fieotogy. Past and Future of our Planet. 

.50. 

God Proposed for Our National Constitu- 
tion. 100. 

irreconcilable: Records. Genesis and 
Geology. Paper, 25c.; cloth, 400. 

Is Darwin Right? Origin of Man. #1. 

is Spiritualism Trne? 10c. 

Man’s True Saviors. 10c. 

Orthocoxy False, Since Spiritualism is 
True. 100. 

Pocasset Tragedy. Legitimate Fruit of 
Christianity. 10c. . 

Radical Discourses on Religions Subjects. 


$1.25. 

Radical Rhymes. With Author’s Por- 
trait. $1.25. 

Sermon from Shakspere’s Text. 100. 
‘onl of Things. Psychometric Re- 


searches, etc. 8 vols. ol. [by Wm. and Eliz. 
M. F. Denton.) Per vol., $1.50. 


What Is Right? 10c. 
That Was He? Jesus in 19th Century 
Light. Paper, $1; cloth, $1.25. ef is 
Who are Christians? 10e. “ 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


&% KF. UNDEKWUUD Ð IUmo 
FOR SALE AT THE TRUTH SEEKER OFFICE. 
issays and Lectures. Embracing Infiu 
ence of Christianity on Civilization; Chris 
tianity and Materialism; What Likcralism often 
in Place of Christianity; Scientific Materialism 
Woman; Spiritualism from a Materialisti 
Standpoint; Paine the Political and Religion 
Reformer; Materialism and Crime; Will th 
Coming Man Worship God? Crimes and Crue! 
ties of Christianity; the Authority of the Bible 
Freethought Judged by Its Fruits; Our Idea 
of God 300 pp., paper, 60 cents. 

(ufluence of Christianity upon Civiliza 
tion. 25 cents. E 

Christianity and Materialism. 15 cents. 

What Liberalism Offers in Place «€. 
Christianity. 10 cents, 


Scientific Materialism ; Its Meaning and 
Tendency. 10 cents. 


Spiritualism from a Materialistic Stand 


point. 10 cents. 7 
Paine the Political and Religious Re: 
former. 10 cents. 
Woman: Her Past and Present: Her 
Rights and Wrongs. 10 cents. 


Waterialism and Crime. 10 cents. 


Wilk the Coming Man Worship God! 
10 cents. 


Twelve Tracts. Scientific and Theolog- 


i 2 cents. o 


Dr. E. B, Foot Works, 


Plain Home Talk and Medical Common 
Sense. In one handsome 12mo volume 
of nearly 1,000 pages, fully illustrated. Cloth, 
$3.25—in English or German. A new cheap 
edition at onlv $1.50. 

Science in Story; or, Sammy Tubbs, the 
Boy Doctor, and’ §ponsie, the Troublesome 
Monkey. 5 volumes in one, cloth, $2.00, postage 
prepaid; 5 volumes, separate, flexible cloth, 50 

cents per volume; Red Line edition, suitable 
for holiday presents, $1.00 per volume. 

Sexual Physiology for the Young. 250 
pages, illustrated and cloth-bound. (The fifth 
volume of “Science in Story.”) 50 cents, 

Dr. Foote’s Health Monthly. Devoted to 
Hygiene, Sexual and Social Science, and allied 
Subjects; ninth year. Subscription, with pre- 
mium, 50 cents per year. Specimen copies free 
on application. 

Mother’s Mannal. Comprising ‘Advice 
to a Wife on the Management of Her Own 
Health, especially During Pregnancy, Labor, 
and Suckling,” and “ Advice to a Mother on tha 
Management of Her Children in Infancy and 
Childhood;” 2 books in 1 volume, 528 pages, $1. 

Hand-Book of Health Hints and Ready 
Recipes. A valuable reference pamphlet 
of 128 pages. 25 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 


Spiritualism Sustained. 


FIVE LECTURES. 
By John R. Kelso, A.Me 
-12mo, oloth,f&1.00. 


THE TRUTH SEE 
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GEMS OF FREETHOUGHT, 


The Myth of the Great Deluge. Ja 

M. McCann. Price 15 cents. It isthe Fite cains 
piete and overwhelming refutation of the Bible 

tory of the Deluge that I have ever read.—B. F., 
Underwood. To read it is to be astonished at 
the possibilities of religious credulity.—T. B. 
Wakeman. Mr. McCann’s dynamite bomb has 
blown the fallacy to atoms.—A. B. Bradford. It 
ought to meet with a very large sale,—C. P.Farrell. 


The Evolution of the Devil.—By H 
Frank, the independent preacher of New York 
City. The most learned, accurate. scientific and 

hilosophical analysis of His Satanic Majesty ever 

berre aes. The hook contains 66 pages, is 
ifally bound, with likeness mn ti 

page. Price, 25 cents. - ne One 


Ingersell’s Address before the New 
York Unitarian Ciub. The first time in the 
history of the world that a Christian Association 
ever invited a noted infidel to lectnre before them. 
The lecture is a grand one, and was received by 
the Club with alah ard applause from beginning 

> pamphlet contaius 12 pages, beauti- 
fally printed. Price, 6 cents. ai 


The Gods. By RobertG. Ingersoll, A beautiful 

am phitet of forty pages, with likeness of Ingersoll. 

) Price, 20 cents. The most profound address 
that Ingersoll ever delivered. 


The Bruno Monument. A fine engravin 
printed on extra heavy enameled paper, 10x1 
nches, for framing; put up in pasteboard tubes 
for malling. Price 12 cents. 


Church and State; the Bible in the Public 
Schools; the New “American” Party—By ‘“‘Jef- 
ferson.” Third edition. This beautiful pam- 
phlet of 28 pages is the most thorough presenta- 
tion of the Church and State question that has 
appeared. Price, 10 cents. 


The Religion of Humanity; A Phi-~ 
losophy ot Life. By J. Leon Benwell. A 
beautiful paper-bound pamphlet, with likeness of 
author. A most valuable publication to circulate 
among Christian people. Price 15 cents. 


Memorial Oration by Colonel Inger. 
soll on Roscoe Conkling. Delivered be- 
fore the New York Legislature, May 9, 1988. 
Price, 4 cents. 


Dwight L. Moody. An interview by Susan 
H. Wixon. Price, 5 cents; ten copies for 30 cents. 


The Christian Religion. What is to be its 
“final outcome? By au Old Farmer. A splendid 
‘orthodox eye-opener. Price, 15 cents. 


God in the Constitution. By Robert G. 
Ingersoll. One of the best papers Col. Ingersoll 
ever wrote. In paper cover, with likeness of 
author. Price 10 cents. : 


What Would Follow the Effacement 
of Christianity? By George Jacob Hol- 
yoake, This is a most valuable contributiou to 
Freethought Literature. Bound in paper with 
good likeness of author. Price, 10 cents. 


Life and Career of Charles Bradlaugh. 
—By George Jacob Holyoake. With good like- 
ness Of Mr. Bradlaugh. Price, 15 cents. 


Ingersoll’s Great Adress on Thomas 
Paine, at the late Paine celebration in New 
York City. Price, 6 cents, 


Standing up for Jesus; or what the editor 
ot the Freethinkers’ Magazine thinks of him. 
Price, 4 cents. : 


Address, 


Truth Seeker Co., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York Orry. 


Self-Contradictions of the Bible 


lat 


Moral, Theological, Historical, and Speculative 


Propositions. 
Prica, ~ 


15 cents 


AN OUTLINE OF THE 


FRENCH REVOLUTION, 


Its Causes and Results. 
By W. S. BELL. Paper, 12mo, 25 cts. 


Paine Vindicatea 
Reply to New York Jdserver. 
By R. C. INGERSOLL. 
With “A ROMAN CATHOLIC CANARD.” 


Price, 15 cents. 


Holy Bible Abridged. 


The passages unfit for family reading. 
Paper. 30 cents; cloth, 50 cents. 


Roaring Lion on the Track, 


By M. BABOOOR. 
Price, a 


The Agnostic Annual 


T 1 893- 
Edited by CHARLES A. WATTS. 


onrem 
The Moral Sanction, Leslie Stephen; 
Agnosticism, Amos Waters; The Mother Nature: 
A Poem; Gerald Massey; Dogmatism, in phen! 

, Alfr omerie; Sermons on the nt, 
Samuel Dane: The City of the Dead, W. Stewart 
Ross (Saladin); On the Duty of Honesty, in Our 
Convictions, C. E. Plumptre; Scientific Religion, 
R. Bithell; The Blight of Superstition, Charles 
Watts; Anthropology and rthodoxy, Edward 
Clodd; The Disappearance of the Nether World. 
F. J. Gould; Religious ideas: Their Origin and 
Development, Frederick Millar; Signals with 
Mars: 4 Poem, G. H. Martin; Materialism and 
Idealism Harmonized, Lucian Armstrong. 

~ Price, 25 cents. 
Address THE ‘TRUTH SEEKER. 


10 cents. 


Reverent 


Gems of Ghought. 


PresentTED rightly to the mind, the dis- 
coveries and generalizations of modern 
science constitute a poem more sublime 
than has yet been addressed to the intellect 
and imagination of man,— Tyndall, 


Ferr neither aversion nor disdain 
toward those whose minds are deficient: 
expect not men to be perfect in all re- 
spects. To conceal the faults of others 
and publish their virtues . , this is the 
way to make ourselys beloved.—Chinese 
author, 


Way should not a man be as free to sa 
that he does not believe as to say that te 
does believe? Perhaps the real question 
is whether all men hay an equal right to 
express their opinions. Is it the duty of 
the minority to keep silent? Are ma- 
jorities always right? If the minority 
had never spoken, what to-day would hav 
been the condition of this world? Are 
the majority the pioneers of progress, or 
does the pioneer, as a rule, walk alone?— 
Ingersoll, f 


WHATEVER is both honest and advan- 
tageous is proper and becoming, and we 
are attached to virtue because it includes 
both these qualities. Virtue is an orna- 
ment that sets off the whole person of him 
who possesses it—his exterior and his in- 
terior. To the mind it communicates inex- 
pressible beauties and perfections. To the 
body it _ produces delightful sensations. 
It is the property of virtue to calm 
the heart and preserve peace there, so 
this inward tranquillity and secret joy pro- 
duce a certain serenity in the countenance, 
an air of goodness, kindness, and consider- 
ateness which attracts everyone’s esteem. 
— Confucius. 


War can we not oftener refresh one 
another with original thoughts? If the 
fragrance of the Dicksonia fern is so 
grateful and suggestiv to us, how much 
more refreshing and encouraging, rec- 
reating, would be fresh and fiagrant 
thoughts communicated to us from a 
man's experience. I want none of his 
pity nor sympathy in the common sense, 
but that he should emit and communicate 
to me his essential fragrance, that he 
should not be forever repenting and 
going to church (when not otherwise 
sinving), but as it were going a-huckle- 
berrying in the ‘fields of thought, and en- 
riching all the world with his visions and 
his joys.— Thoreau. 


. s a 


Sours communicate with souls, and can 
measure one another without need of an 
intermediate body. It is only the great- 
ness or the worth of a sonl that ought to 
frighten or intimidate us. To fear or to 
respect the body and its accessories— 
force, beauty, royalty, rank, office—is 
pureimbecility. Men are born equal and 
die equal. Let us respect the virtue, the 
merit of their souls, and despise the im- 
perfections of those souls. Doubt- 
less we should by prudence avoid the evil 
which that physical force can do us, as we 
should guard ourselvs against a crowned 
bull, an enthroned monkey, a savage dog 
let loose upon us. Let us beware of such. 
Let us even endeavor, if possible, to 
moderate them, to soften them; but this 
sentiment is very different from the esteem 
and respect which we owe to souls. . . . 
By having it well at heart: that men are 
equal, and clearly in the head that ex- 


-ternals distinguish them, one can get on 


very well in the world.— Voltaire. 


Tae central idea of Secularism is atten- 
tion to this world, on the ground that it is 
the only world that we know anything 
about. Attention is the synonym for 
remedy. When an evil is perceived, the 
spontaneous remark of everyone is—that 
affair needs attention. If the people of 
Toronto want their city to excel all others 
in attractivness and comfort they must at- 
tend to Toronto rather than to Timbuctoo; 
and if we want the world to grow better we 
must think of earth rather than of heaven. 
There is no greater enemy of progress 
than the religion which teaches people, 
who hav come to liv seventy years in a 
place, that they hav ‘‘no abiding city” 
there, that their abode is cursed, that they 
must not try to improve it, but should liv 
in self-denial, hoping for ‘‘a city yet to 
come,” ‘‘a home beyond the skies.” 
Secularism tells people that it is worth 
while to be happy even for seventy years, 
and that they should do the best for them- 
selvs and their neighbors with the means 
at hand, no matter whether there is 
another life or not. If men gave up yearn- 
ing for heaven and set to work in good 
earnest to improve the condition of man- 
kind, through the knowledge of nature's 
laws and wise application of her forces, 
possibly life in time would become so pro- 
longed that men would cease to consider 
the question of future existence as ‘the 
chief concern of mortals here below.”— 
Robt. O. Adams. 


„iln E, Kemsburg’s Books, 


As a Minsionary Document it is unexcelled. 
e 
Church 


Bible Morals. Twenty Crimes and Vices 
Sanctioned by Scripture: Falsehood and De- 
ception; Cheating; Theft and Robbery; 
Adultery and Prostitution; Murder; Wars o. 
Conquest and Extermination; Despotism; In- 
tolerance _ and Persecution; Injustice to 

oman; Unkindness to Children; Crue!ty to 
Animals; Human Sacrifices; _ Cannibalism; 
Witchcraft; Slavery; Polygamy; Intemperance; 
Poverty and Vagrancy; Ignorance and Idiocy; 

bscenity. Price, single copies, 25 cents; 6 
copies, $1. 
ties. 

Sabbath-Breaking. This is the best and 
most thorough work vyer written on the Sab- 


bath from a rational point of view. Large and 
andsome print. Price, 25 cents; six copies, $1. 


Image Breaker. Six Lectures: Decline 
of Faith; Protestant Intolerance; Washington 
an Unbeliever; Jefferson an Unbeliever; Paine 
enu Wesley; Christian Sabbath. Each 5 cents; 
bound, paper, 25 cents; per doz., 40 cents. 


Thomas Paine. 


Special discount on large quanti- 


name from the aspersions cast upon it. Tri 


utes to Paine’s character are given from more 
than one hundred noted persons of Europe and 
0 


160 pages, printed 


merica, many of them written express. 
this work, Second edition 
on fine tinted gerer neatly bound, and con- 
aining & handsome steel portrait of Pain“ 


Chota, so oorevse 


The Apostle of Liberty. An address dèe 
livered in Paine Hall, before the N. E. Freee 
thinkers’ Convention, January 29, 1884. Price, 
10 cents. 


Pyramid of Gizeh. 


Ancient Egyptian Civilization and Hebrew Nar- 
rative in Genesis and Exodus. 
By Van Buren Denstow, LL.D. Price, 15 cents 


THE TOCSIN 


is the title of a little Reform paper hailing 
from Omaha, Neb., that bursts into the, har- 
bor of politics and religion like the mighty 
little Monitor cut the waves through Hampton 
Roads and ran astern the clumsy Merrimac. It 


ADVOCATES 


the reign of Right and Justice, and comes in- 
dorsed by a score of the leading thinkers and 
writers of America; it tunes its tone and meas- 
ures Truth according to the natural law of 


EQUAL RIGHTS. 


Send for a sample copy of the little Yankee 
Cheesebox. , It has 12 pages the size of the ordi- 
nary magazine, and is issued weekly at $1 per year 
in advance. If is absolutely impartial, although 
necessarily opposed to the popular isms of the 
day which contravene Equality. 


Do Your Own 


_ PRINTING: 


Card Press $3. Size for cir- 
culars or small newspaper 
$22. Saves you Money and 
makes money punting for 
neighbors. Full printed in- 
structions. Send stamp for 
catalogue of prepses, Pe, 
cards, etc., to the factory. 

, Meriden, Connecticut, 


And REOPTICON all prices. Views 

Ae ERE OP CUBLIC’ EXHIBITIONS, eto. 
OP A profitable businees Jor a mun with a small Cupitale Also 

Lanterns for Home Amusements. 236 page Catalogue free. 


MCALLISTER, Mfg. Optician, 49 Nassau Sts, N.Y» 


$25 to $50 sags: 


Gentlemen, using or scllicg 
“Old Reliable Plater.” Only 
practical way to replate rusty apd 
worn knives, forks, spoons, ete.z 
quickly done by dipping m melted 
metal. No experience, polishing. 
z| or machinery, Thick plate at ouo 

operation; lasts 5 to10 years; Guo 
jf Onish when taken from the plater- 
Every family has plating to do. 
Plater sells readily. Profita lnrec. 
W. P. Harrison & Co. Columbus, Oo 
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OBTAINED. 

Dam) 

Terms Lary: 

‘hirty-flve years’ experience. Examinations ani - 

SERAM Prompt attention. Send Drawing and dg 
Seription to L. Bacexr & Uo., Atty’s, Washington, D. 


* 


Tells the Story of the 
Author-Hero’s life, delineates the leading traits 
of his character and genius, and vindicates his 


L. K. Washburn’s Works, 


Sunday and the Sabbath. ‘‘A law regu- 
lating human conduct on the Sabbath is an im- 
pertinence.” Price, 10 cents. 

The False Teaching of the Christian 
Church. ‘‘The Thirty-nine Articles of 
the Christian church are thirty-nine poor, 
broken-down opinions.” Price, 10 cents. 

The Foolishness of Prayer. ‘‘ Think of 
a@minister’s praying God to kill grasshoppers, 
or trying to induce the Deity to undertake a 
crusade of one against the Colorado beetle!” 


Price, 10 cents. 
Followers of Jesus. Price, 10 cents. 


Spiritualism : Is It a Faith or a Fact? 


rice, 5 cents. 
Religious Problems. Price, 10 cents, 


Was Jesus Insane? Price, 10 cents. 


The Public Schools and the Catholic 
Church. Price, 5 cents. 


THE BEST? 


THE 


“Otto Wettstein” WATCH. 


Perfected, new model, 16 jewels, full adjusted 
to heat, cold, and position, beautiful double sunk 
dial, and all modern improvements; guaranteed 
a perfect timer. Price, in silverine dust-proof 
Gases, $17; 3-ounce coin silver, $22; 4-ounce, $23. 
In best filled gold case, open-face, dust-proof, 82€; 
hinged case, $28 to $30; hunting, $81 to $35; 14 
carat, solid gold, $45 to $150. Nickel works, $2 


ar Grade American Watches.— 
Silverine cage, 7 jewels, $6; 11 jewels, $7.50; 15 
jewels, $9; ditto, adjusted, $11; ditto, 17 jewels, 
$15. In finer cases, add ag above. 

Ladies’ American Gold Watches.—All 
latest styles, in plush cases; best-filled, 7 jewels 
$14; 11 jewels, $15.50; 15 jewels, $20; 14 carat solid 
gold, $10 more. Heavier, more elaborate, and 

iamond-set cases, from $5 to $100 more. 

_ All watches sent with written guarantee, kept 
in order i year, and after thattime cleaned for $1 
and returned free. ‘ 

Sundries.—Lower grade nickel watches, $5, 
$4, and $8. Best spectacles, $1; best. razor, $2; 
best triple-plated teaspoons, $1.80; table spoons. 
$3.60, knives, $1.75; forks, $1.75; all for $6. Soli 
silyer spoons, $1.50 per ounce; solid silver souv- 
enir spoons, $1, $1.25, $1.50. ge to $3. 

The Colonel In rersol -—Tea, $2.503orange, 

2.75; sugar, $3; fit owls, 50 cents more. Extra 

eavy teas, 88. Etched: ; 

“ The Time to be Happy is Now,” 
50 cents extra. 

The Torch of Reason Badge, solid gold 
enameled in 5 colors, small pins, $2, $2.75, an 
$3.50. With diamonds, $5, 88. Large, $5, 86, $7.50, 
810, 815, $20, #30. 

Diamon S, 20 per cent. below market price. 
Send for price lists, cards in colors and gold of 
badge, tracts, etc., free. All goods prepaid (ex- 
cept knives and forks) and cash refunded at op- 
tion. Watch cleaned $1, and returned free. 
OTTO WETTSTEIN, Rochelle, il. 


WATPR OF LIFE 
Is Doing Wonders in Curing the Sick. 


Write for pamphlet to J. R. PERRY, 
No. 84 South Main street, Wilkesbarre, Pa. 


G4 WHY 73 


I specially want 500 orders for books within the 
next three months. 


Friends will please send stamp for circulars and 
WHY. 


ELMINA DRAKE SLENKER, 
Snowville, Va. 


À To Regulate the 
À STOMACH, LIVER 
ano BOWELS, Take 


RIPANS TABULES 


ROLD BY DRUGHAIETA, 


il Se a 
THE NOTED SPECIALIST, 
For Men Only; 


Is a physician of a wide and extensive practice, 
and his remedies are of the best. The Doctor 
treats all those peculiar diseases of young and 
middle-aged men, as the result of youthful errors 
and excesses, causing Barly Decay, Loss of Man- 
hood, Wasting Discharges, Varicocele, Menta 


and Physical Debility, idiocy, Insanity, and 


Death. P : 
To those afflicted and who are desirous of being 
cured a booklet of some 33 pages will be sent to 
their address for ten cents, sgaled in a plain 
envelope, giving causes and Symptoms of the 
Complaint and a description of the Doctor’s im- 
ortant medical discovery -at Outward Applica- 
ion—a positive cure—the only remedy of the 
kind in existence—with evidences of success. , 
dress, DR. R. P, FELLOWS, „ 

. Vineland, N. J. 7 

And say you ‘saw this advertisement in THE 
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= = Sf ews of the (Deck. 
= T == : —— 
z — = FATHER PAUL, a Catholic priest of Vera 
: = = Cruz, Mex., has been sentenced to life 
imprisonment for murdering his brother. 
= Gen. Bens. Burner died on the 10th, of 
En pneumonia resulting in heart failure. He 
Le a was aged seventy-four, He was worth 
= == about $7,000,000. ; 
= Mr. CARTER, the leader of the new sect 
: H of toa teas a Coloma, Mich., has pro- 
n; WP 28% i i ———— mulgated en order received by him from 
—— THE HEATHEN GODS. JEHOVAH rne LORD.GOD. | the Lord that all members make over to 
=P er ga cs —— 2 their leader a tenth of their property. 
Be not afraid of them “The Lord was with Juda 2 In Russia an old woman named Darya 
= for they cannot y i but could not drive E= Vasilleva has been beaten to death by a 
ey not do evil a : the L b for having, th t d ill 
neither also ; E ? out the inhabitants of the mob for having, they assert, cause - 
=E also 1S tb in them Neu B e they had ness in a young woman by witchcraft. 
——— to do ) Good." Jenx. $ pA ff, ts ofiro j Lu pa e The said illness appears to hav been epi- 
EEEN The P = arrats o i e oe 
Ug shall the cities of Judah = heré was tite hard at te d= = Sunpay before last, at Anderson, Ind. 
SRS} A, i ; ~ F =S Ee s ? nta 
ZENO inhabitant f Jezssalem E TES ERA the, rre frin 
S|” ry unto the gods unb EEA sades, on where Morgan Catholics h-E] were killed and seven wounded. Both 
oe om they offer incense: hut === seve heateherittS Protestants ? basse ——— gangs are vindiotiv and barbarous, but 
| EEA they 7: See were tanti were thoroughly religious. 
eZ re siall n ot save them ak Or when proteston eet And Tre California legislature has been 
aS ut an e fime of trouble ny j fiooded with circulars stating that Stephen 
2E SNS, jR z White, candidate as Senator, is a strong 


THEY ARE ALL ALIKE—PARALLEL CASES. 


IRON-GLAD AND MANNA SERIES. 


IRON-CLAD SERIES, 


1 Atonement. Charles Bradlaugh............. 25 

2 Secular Responsibility. G. J. Holyoake..... 10 

4 Influence of Christianity on Civilization. 3 
taet EEEE ET 


nde 

7 Buddhist Nihilism. Prof. Maz Mueller..... 
8 Religion of Inhumanity. _F., Harrison..... . 16 
9 Relation of Witchcraft to Religion. Lyall.. 10 


10 Epidemic Delusions. Marvin 10 
11 P ilosophy of Spiritualism: Marvin.... 50 
12 Tyndall’s Belfast Inaugural, and Portrait... 25 
18 Essay on Miracles. David Hume........ 10 
14 Land Question. Charles Bradlaugh + 6 
15 Were Adam and Eve Our First Parents 
harles Bradlaugh............sse.ssesesees 5 
16 Why Do Men Starve? Charles Bradlaugh... 6 
18 A Plea for Atheism. Charles Bradlaugh..... 10 
19 Large or Small Families? A. Holyoake 5 
20 Superstition isplayed, with a 
illiam Pitt. Austin Holyoake 5 

21 Defense of Secular Principles. 5 
22 Is the Bible Reliable? Charles Watts.. 5 
23 The Christian Deity. C >| 5 
24 Moral Value of the Bible. 5 
25 Freethought and Mod. Progress. Watts.... 5 
26 Christianity: Its Nature and Influence on 

Civilization. Charles Watts............ .. 5 
28 Thoughts on Atheism. Austin Holyoake.... 5 
29 Is there a Moral Governor of the Universe 

Austin Holyoake .......-.ssceeeesenseee 5 
80 Philosophy of Secularism. Charles Watts.. 5 
88 Is There a God? Charles Bradlaugh..... 5 
40 Lord’s Prayer, Charles Bradlaugh.......... 5 
89 Poverty: Its Cause and Cure, G. H..... 10 
42 Science and Bible Antagonistic. C. Watts.. 6 
43 Christian Scheme of Re lemption.| C. Watts 5 


44 Logic of Death: or, Why Should the Atheist 
ear to Die? By G. J. Holyoake.......... 10 
47 Poverty: Its Effects on the Political Condi- 
tion of the People. Charles Bradlaugh... 5 
MANNA SERIES. 


1 Original Manna for “ God's Chosen.”........ 
3 New Life of David. Chas. Bradlaugh.. 
4 Why I was Excommunicated. Barnard. A 
5 200 Questions Without Answers Aer a 
6 Dialogue_between a Christian Missionary 
and a Chinese Mandarin............. pepenee 10 
7 Queries Submitted to the Bench of Bishops 
by a Weak but Zealous Christian.......... 10 
8 Search After Heaven and Hell. A. Holy- 5 


OAKEC....00 co ccccccccccncscccsovnncestarcesecnns 5 

9 New Life of Jonah. Chas. Bradlaugh. 5 
10 A Few Words about the Devil 5 
11 New Life of Jacob sae 5 


12 Daniel, the Dreamer. Austin Holyo - 10 
13 Specimen of the Bible: Esther. olyoake.. 10 
14 Acts of the Apostles: A Farce. A.H......... 

16 Ludicrous Aspects of Christianity. A.H.... 10 


16 Twelve Apostles. Charles Bradlaugh........ 5 
17 Who Was Jesus Christ? C. Bradlaugh....... 5 
18 What Did Jesus Teach? C. Bradlangh...... 5 
19 New Life of Abraham. Chas, Bradlaugh 5 
20 New Life of Moses. Charles Bradlaugh.... 6 
21 ASecular Prayer. Holyoake. Per doz...... 10 


On orders for Iron Clad and Manna we will send 
1.10 worth for $1; $2.50 worth for $2; $5 worth 
or $3, and $10 worth for $5. 


“With Daughter's Babe Upon 
His Knees.” 


Photograph of Colonel Ingersoll, with , his 

randohild in his lap, a delicate little souvenir of 
Kmerica’s greatest orator and Freedom’s greatest 
champion at home, may be had at this oi 
fifty cents. 


ce for 


SING, BROTHERS, SING. 
USE THE 


LIBERAL HYMN-BOOK 


In your meetings, to make them lively and inter- 
peting. THE LIBERAL HYMN-BooK contains songs 
7 the best poets, adapted to well-known tunes. 
It ir highly recommended by Messrs, Wakeman, 
Parion, Wright, Green, Underwood, Mrs. Slenker, 
: deed, by all who i 
Address 


av pzamined it. 


Pri 
TRore Oo. 


Hard Knocks 
at Christianity. 


By R. WHEELER. 


_ This book is just what, its title implies—thump- 
ing whacks at superstition. It deals with the 
effect of Christianity on the world, showing 
what Christians have done toadvance their relig- 
ion and impede the progress of man. It shows 
that Jesus was a false prophet, that the gospels 
are not authentic, and that istianity is a bor- 
rowed system of religion. That the Bible is not 
in accord with Science, that the atonement 


scheme is futile and foolish, and that religion is 
not areal benefit to man. . 

Price, 20 cents, six for $1. 

Address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


bed 
Ak 


: By 
l G.w. FOOTE. 


ee 
4k 


Being true accounts of the passing away of the 
following persons, thus refuting the many Chris- 
tian slanders upon them and others: ___ 

Lord Amberley, John Baskerville, Pierre Bayle, 
Jeremy Bentham, Paul Bert, Lord Bolingbroke, 
Francois oussais, Giordano Bruno, Henry 
Thomas Buckle, Lord Byron, Richard Carlisle‘ 
William Kingdon Clifford; Anacharsis Clootz, An- 
thony Collins, Auguste Comte, Condorcet, Robert 
Cooper, D’Alembert, Danton, Charles Darwin, 
Erasmus Darwin, Delambre, Denis Diderot, 
Etienne Dolet, George Eliot, Frederick the Great, 
Gambetta, Garibaldi, Isaac Gendre, Gibbon, 
Godwin, Goethe, Grote, Helvetius, Henry Heth- 
erington, Hobbes, Austin Holyoake, Victor Hugo, 
Hume, Littre, Harriet Martineau, Jean Meslier, 
James Mill, John Stuart Mill, Mirabeau, Robert 
Owen, Thomas Paine, Courtlandt Palmer, Rabe- 
lais, Winwood Reade, Madame Roland, George 
Sand, Schiller, Shelley, Spinoza, Strauss, John 
Toland, Vanini, Volney, Voltaire, James Watson, 
John Watts, Thomas Woolston. 

Price, 26 cents. Address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Force and Matter; 


Principles of the Natural Order of the Uni- 
verse, with a System of Morali y 
Based Thereon. 


By Proressor LUDWIG BUCHNER, MD. 


VuRTENTS ! 

Foree and Matter, The Fitness of Things in 

Immortality of Matter, Nature (Teleology), 
ortality of Force, Man, h 

Infinity of Matter, Brain and Mind, 

Value of Matter, hought, 


Motion, Consciousness, 
Form, Seat of the Soul, 
Immutability of Natural Innate Ideas 

AWS, |, The Idea of God, 
Universality of Natural Personal Continuance. 


aws, ital Force, 
The Heavens, `, The Soul of Brutes 
Periods of the Creation Free Will, 
of the Earth, | lcrality, 
Original Generation, Concluding Observa 
Secular Generation, tions. 


Price, $1.50. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 


ORTRAIT 
(RAYON PRA, & 
Testimonials from prominent Freethinkers, 
B88, E. E. Gor#, Sawyer, Kan. 


Col, A, G Ingersoll's 


ARGUMENT 
Reynolds Blasphemy Trial, 


At Morristown, N. J. 


This is the greatest argument ever made in a case 
of this kind, and will be a mouel for the Bar so 
ong as the Christians use force to repress free 
speech. Its legal acumen is unsurpassed, its elo- 
quence never equaled. Wherever Christian per- 
secution is going on this argument should be 
freely circulated, read.to the Christians, and ex- 
pounded on every occasion. 


In paper, 2 cents; in cloth, 50 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette place, New York. 


COSMIAN HYMN-BOOK. 


A COLLECTION OF 
ORIGINAL AND SELECTED HYMNS 


Liberal and Ethical Societies, 
for Schools and 
the Home. 
—With Music Written to All the Songs.— 


Compruep BY L. K. WASHBURN. 


Prien, 1.50. ar nale at THIS OFFICE. 
A SHORT 
HISTORY OF THE BIBLE, 


A Popular Account of the Formation and Development 
of the Canon, 


By BRONSON D. KEELER. 


Contents: The Hebrew Canon. The New Tes- 
tament. The Early Controversies. The Books at 
First Not Considered Inspired. Were the Fathers 
Competent? The Fathers Quoted as Scripture 
Books Which are Now Called Apocryphal. The 
Heretics. The Christian Canon. 

Paper. 50 cents: cloth, 75 esnts. 


MY RELIGIOUS EXPE- 
| RIENCE, 


Being the story of his religious life and mental 
jouknevings. ritten in his happiest and most 


rilliant way, and is the best of all his splendid 
works. Price, 25 cents. Address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


San Gabriel Valley, Southern Cal. 


Choice Lands for sale by E. J. BALDWIN in 
the famous SANTA ANITA and adjacent 
Ranchos. Tracts one acre to ten thousand. Per- 
fect tor Orange, Lemon, English Walnut, Olive, 
and all deciduous fruit. General Farming Stock, 
and Dairy., Combines Best Land, Water, Climate, 
and location in the world. For particulars 
address H. A. I H, Arcadia, Los Angeles 
county; California. B83 


By S. P. Putnam. 


Catholic and an enemy of the public 
school system. It is moreover charged 
that he is the paid agent of the Catholic 
church on that coast. 


MoGtynn is now lauding the pope, 
calling him ‘‘the Grand Old Man.” He 
denies that he used to call him ‘‘an old 
lady,” ‘‘an old woman,” and ‘‘a poor old 
bag of bones.” This has caused news- 
papers to hunt up and republish from their 
files evidence that he did do so. His con- . 
duct is lowering him in the eyes of inde- 
pendent observers. 


Witi1amM Liuoyp Garrison, son of the 
great agitator, has forwarded to Repre- 
sentativ Andrew for presentment to Con- 

ess a monster petition for repeal of the 

hinese Exclusion act. Along with the 
signatures Garrison inserted Colonel In- 
gersoll’s letter in which he says: ‘‘ Above 
all statutes rises the figure of Justice, and 
above all religions is humanity. I giv to 
all others the rights that I claim for my- 
self, without regard to complexion or 
race.” . 


For the second time the desk of the 
clerk of the national Senate has been 
turned into a Roman Catholic altar, and 
the Senate chamber into a Roman Cath- 
olic: place of worship. On the 12th the 
funeral services of Senator Kenna were 
performed there by Bishop Kean, of the 
Catholic University at Washington, with 
the assistance of twenty priests, two aco- 
lytes, and a crucifix-bearer, and using all 
the Catholic paraphernalia of holy water, 
candles, processions, etc. 


Tue pope has published another of his 
protests against such acts of the Italian gov- 
ernment as the conscription of semina- 
rists beyond the necessary limit; the clos- 
ing of convents and monasteries; ‘‘ the in- 
vasion of the public schools;” the intro- 
duction of civil marriages and funerals; 
delusiv promises to. protect the dignity 
and independence of the pope. The Totter 
abounds with such phrases as ‘‘satanic 
intention of substituting naturalism for 
Christianity,” and the like. 


Monstenor SATOLLI, who has just been 
appointed permanent papal delegate to the 
United States, to supervise all church mat- 
ters here, states: ‘‘It is hereby publicly 
made known that Dr. McGlynn, besides 
professing his adherence to all the doctrins 
and teachings of the Catholic church, has 
expressed his regret (saying that he would 
be the first to regret it) for any word or 
act of his that may hav seemed lacking in 
the respect due to ecclesiastical, authority, 
and he thereby intends to repair, so far 
as he can, any offense which may hav 
been given to Catholics. Finally, Dr. 
McGlynn has, of his own free will, declared 
and promised that, within the limits of 
a not long period of time, he will go to 
Rome, in the spirit and intention which 
are becoming to a good Catholic and a 
priest.” 


Rev. Dr. CLARK has taken the occasion 
of the Briggs incident to present to the 
New York presbytery hie withdrawal 
from the church. His reasons he givs 
thus: ‘‘I cannot consent to certain doc- 
tring considered essential by the great 
majority of the Presbyterian church, 
namely: First—The inspired word as it 
came from God is without error. Second 
—The scriptures are false and Christ is 
untruthful unless Moses wrote all the 
Pentateuch and Isaiah the entire book 
which bears his name. Third—The om- 
niscience and unchangeableness of God 
depends on the correctness of every detail 
and the fulfilment of every prophecy. 
Fourth—The knowledge of the historic 
Christ and the written scriptures is neces- 
sary, in the sense that all other light which 
God has been pleased to giy is insufficient 
for salvation.” f 
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The Truth Seeker Library. | 


The World’s Sages, Thinkers, and Re- | | 
formers. The Biographies of three hun- 


dred of the most distinguished teachers and 
philosophers (who were not Christians), from 
he time of Menu to the present. By D. M. Ben- 
nett. 1,075 pages, 8vo. Cloth, $3; leather, $4; 
morocco, gilt edges, $4.50. 

The Champions of the Church: Their 
Crimes and Persecutions. Biographical 
sketches of prominent Christians. A compan- 

-ion book to “The World’s Sages,” etc. By D.M. 
Bennett. 8vo, 1,119 pages. Morocco, gilt edges. 
Price, $4 50 

The Gods and Religions of. Ancient and 
Modern Times. Vol. I gives a full ac- 
count of all the gods the nations of the earth 


Judaism, Mohammedanism, and Christianity; 
the latter occupying 372 ages being fully ngene 
into. 949 pages. By D. rit- 
ten in prison at Albany. In cloth, $3 per vol- 
ume, or #5 for the two volumes; in leather, $7; 
in morocco, gilt edges, $8. 


Supernatural Religion, An inquiry into 
the reality of divine revelation. Decidedly the 
most thorough and exhaustive work on the 

claims of supernaturalism ever written. By F. 


W. Newman, Emeritus Professor of the London 
University. 1,115 pages, 8yo. cloth, $4; 


gion of Deism, 


e portrait. 800 pages, 8yo. 
i giorn $3; leather, $4; morocco, gl 
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- Analysis of Religious Belief. An ex- 
amination of the Creeds, Rites, and Sacred 
iti Viscount Amberley, 
n Russell, twice Pre- 
mier of England. Complete om the London 


The foregoing eles are called “The Truth 
Seeker Library.” If re ordered together and 
sent by express, one dollar will be deducted from 
the price of each. ` 
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the nights of August 9th and November 14th. 
The fall at L’Aigle, France, April 26, 1803, is 
one of the best-known ones; it occurred about 
1 o'clock in the daytime, and it is estimated 
that from two to three thousand stones fell, of 
which the largest found was seventeen and 
one-half pounds in weight. To giv an idea of 
the phenomena accompanying the fall of these 
bodies, we shall furnish a short statement of those 


not be accounted to possess much skill. M. Le 
Verrier and M. Schiaparelli advance a theory which 
is yet more disquieting. They believe that aero- 
lites originate in the disruption not merely of a 
planet of our system, but in that of masses much 
vaster in some of the other world-systems which 
throng space, whence they are thrown into our 
vicinity, and gradually broken up more or less by 
the influence of our sun. The situation in which 
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being produced by the original explosions and sub- 
sequent reverberations. The noise appeared to 
proceed from a small rectangular cloud, parts of 
which from time to time were thrown off by the 
successive explosions; the noises were heard in an 
area of over one hundred miles, and the area over 
which the stones fell was about six miles long by 
three miles broad. In the Guernsey fall we have no 
definite account of the meteorite during its flight 
through the atmosphere. This occurred also in the 
daytime, a little after 1 o’clock, when three or four 
distinct explosions were heard, like the firing of 
heavy cannon, with the interval of a second or two 
after each report. This was followed by sounds 
like the firing of musketry in quick succession ; 
which ended with a rumbling noise like dis- 
tant thunder; and this continued two or 
three minutes. The first reports were so heavy 
as to produce a tremulous motion like heavy thun- 
der, causing the glass in the windows to rattle; the 
sound was so singular that it caused excitement 
and alarm, many supposing it an earthquake. The 
number of stones that fell must have exceeded one 
hundred; there were about twenty-eight of them 
discovered, the largest weighing over three hun- 
dred pounds. The stones as they passed 
near observers were heard to emit a buzz 
ing sound. Now, these projectiles for which our 
unoffending earth is perpetually made a target are 
signally out of place in any system of worlds manu- 
factured by an omnipotent creator for the use of 
man. They are, viewed in any such connection, as 
useless as anything that can be imagined. And 
besides, in the course of the long ages past one of 
them, it may be inferred, must have hit somebody 
or other, in which case—unless, of course, the 
luckless individual was some Atheist engaged in 
denying his creator—the glory of God as shown in 
his care for his creatures must have been anything 
but augmented. 

Then, too, some of the notions as to the origin 
of these meteorites are sadly discreditable to an 
imputed governor of these affairs. Meunier, who 
has made a special study of them, says: “Putting 
all hypotheses on one side, it appears that the 
meteorites are derived from some planet, now in a 
state of disaggregation, of which they form the’ 
débris.” To Theists, the falling apart of one of 
these pieces of work of that individual whom they 
style the Great Artificer and vouch for as possessing 
a thorough journeyman skill at all of his various 
crafts, must needs be a disagreeable occurrence. 
This bad is made worse by the bothersome thing 
not only falling to pieces but falling on us. A 
carpenter who should present his sons with a house 
one part of which should fall in on them would 


absent itself during the night because man wants 
to rest, bui man rests because the sun is absent. 
If animals had chanced to arise on a world always 
lit, it is supposable that they would have remained 
awake continuously. Indeed, a creator designing 
night for men’s repose would not have broken its 
gloom by the moon’s light. And he would not 
have slighted the respectable residents of the Arctic 
zone by putting off on them any such by-products 
of his workshop as days six months in length and 
nights of the same absurd elongation. 
In a similar line of thinking, Buchner remarks : 
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Astronomy and Design. 


We will continue our presentation of the evi- 
dence that the facts of astronomy do not indicate 
an intelligent designer. 

We were pointing out of each class of heavenly 
bodies in turn that it is either useless or inju- 
rious to man.’ The only class that remains is 
the meteorites, or aerolites, or shooting-stars 
(though the term shooting-stars is applied differ- 
ently by some). The species of bodies known 
by these names is perhaps more hostile than 
any other to the hypothesis that the universe was 
got up for man’s use. For the action of these 
bodies represents the creator engaged in throwing 
stones at his own handiwork. These bodies con- 
sist of lumps of stone or metal continually dashing 
against the earth in profuse numbers. They are 
various in bulk, some being no bigger than a pea 
and others being large masses of several tons’ 
weight. The scriptural text of Josh. x, 11, is sup- 
posed to be an account of one of these phenomena, 
dressed up in the legendary garb which invests all 
narratives of those times. The historian Pliny de- 
scribes a stone which fell near Adgospotamus in 
Thrace 467 3.c.; it was as large as a cart. At 
Mecca there is preserved a celebrated meteorite 
called Hajar el Aswad, the Black Stone; upon its 
arrival at our well-meaning but not over-intelligent 
sphere it was pronounced a sacred thing from the 
gods, and has ever since been an object of worship 
py the Mohammedans. Some think that the object 
called in our translation of Acts xix, 35, an 
« image,” which was worshiped by the Ephesians, 
also was an aerolite. In number these objects are 
countless. Kepler said that the heavens are “as 
full of comets as the sea is of fishes;” and these 
meteorites or aerolites are yet more numerous. 
Thick showers of them now and then fall in limited 
areas, they being in such cases of the smallness of 
hailstones, or sometimes a mere powder—reduced to 
this state, it is supposed, by the friction of the air 
of our earth. They are believed to be attended 
with envelopes of fiery gas until deprived of them 
by our atmosphere. Thus they are scarcely dis- 
tinguishable from comets; and it has been pro- 
posed to merge the two classes in one. Each year 
a shower of these meteorites is seen by all of us on 


“Tn the well-known inclination of the axis of the earth 
toward the plane of its orbit, known by the name of the 
angle of the ecliptic, which is the cause of the change of 
the seasons, many perceive a design of heaven intended 
for our welfare. But they do not consider that they are 
confounding effect and cause, and that our organization 
would most probably be different were the inclination of 
the ecliptic different or non-existent. Besides, this very 
angle of the ecliptic, the object of such mistaken praise, 
does not even seem to be in any way conducive to our ad- 
vantage; and if it were in our power to change this slope 
of the axis of the earth toward the plane of the earth’s 
orbit, we should most certainly do it and thereby bring 
about a greater equality in the seasons. For if the earth’s 
axis were perpendicular to its orbit, there would be in 
our latitude, for instance, a perpetual spring, calculated 
in all probability to lengthen human life.” 


An “equality in the seasons,” which Buchner 
here speaks of, is indeed to be desired. The extra- 
ordinary heat of last summer in many neighbor- 
hoods killed off the children like flies, as well as 
numerous adults; and at the time of writing a cold 
wave of equal extremeness is paralyzing industry 
and destroying unnumbered lives. Meteorologists, 
we learn, having searched for the cause of these 
two excesses of temperature among conditions 
originating on the earth, are row imputing both 
of them to a disturbance and over-issue of heat last 
summer in that body so admired by the advocates 
of design—the sun. To the design-believers 
this fault-finding with what they account the very 
chief of God’s provisions for our good we suppose 
must seem nothing short of blasphemy. Notwith- 
standing, these meteorological investigators go on 
to conjecture that our earth’s equatorial regions 
grew so hot last summer that they are still unusu- 
ally warm, and hence the air over them, becoming 
heated and thus lighter, is continually rising, and 
to fill its place a current sets in from our neighbor- 
hood and brings the icy air of the pole sweeping 
down over us. 

Favorers of design notice only the good 
things that befall us, and ignore the bad. 
To arrive at a correct estimate in the matter, we 
should not devote ourselves entirely to considering 
how good is any helpful happening, but think in 
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regard to each, how much better it might have been. 
The conditions under which human life has been 
evolved by the solar system and this earth fall far 
behind our wishes on every hand. There is, to be 
sure, a promising outlook for the future; we will not 
deny that the progress made by man since he has 
begun to break away from devotion to a God and 
direct more of his service to himself, renders reason- 
able an expectation of a very pleasant future some 
generations hence. And at present man’s condition 
is somewhat ameliorated. But the misery suffered 
by the misguided generations who haveled to this was 
fearful, and remains sealed and unrecompensed. 
And indeed the present has not become so vastly 
mildened; to-day we can only by means of often 
very uncomfortable travail and turmoil force our 
brief way through life impeded by such obstacles as 
drouth, cold, cholera, and Theists. 

In our next issue we shall conclude our treatment 
of Astronomy and Design, and be set at liberty 
to consider certain other arguments for the exist- 

_ence of a God. 


The World’s Fair on Sunday. 


There is little news from Washington regarding 
the Sunday opening of the World’s Fair. The 
committee having the matter in charge hav not at 
this writing reported their conclusion to the 
House. Mr. Putnam is laboring with the repre- 
sentativs—lobbying, as it were—for our side, and 
the fanatics are lobbying on the other. They hav 
the advantage of numbers and popular prejudice, 
but Mr. Putnam has with him the material inter- 
ests of Chicago and the state of Illinois, and that 
would even things up somewhat if it were not for 
the cowardice of the “statesmen” who make our 
laws. The duty of Liberals is still to write to these 
men and endeavor to infuse them with a little 
courage. A large number of them are in reason 
and sentiment in favor of a Liberal policy, and if 
they find a considerable number of their constitu- 
ents urging Sunday opening they may possibly giv 
expression to their views in their voting. Therefore, 
write to them, write at once, and get all Liberal- 
minded people to write. 

We will add that the newspapers contain state- 
ments that intimates of President Harrison hav 
been informed by him that he is resolved to veto 
any bill for Sunday opening that reaches him. 

Among the press of the country, nearly all the or- 
gans of free and really intelligent opinion advocate 
opening. Representativ papers in all the states, 
even those journals usually conservativ, do so. 
Such are the Des Moines State Register, the To- 
peka Capital, and the Augusta, Me. Kennebec 
Journal. This latter, for instance—a typical New 
England newspaper—calls attention to the fact 
that the most zealous advocates of Sunday closing 
are the saloon-keepers and dive-keepers, who ex- 
pect to reap a golden harvest if the gates are 
closed; that the army of workingmen and women 
within a few hours’ reach of the grounds ought not 
to be denied the opportunity to enjoy their weekly 
holiday in so educating and elevating a place, and 
soon. The New York Post, a journal commanding 
considerable influence by its high level of intelligence 
and its just judgments, very correctly says: 

‘The whole argument for opening the Chicago Fair 
on Sunday is simply the same argument that has been 
indorsed by public sentiment wherever it has been put in 
practice on a smaller scale. The opening of the Metro- 
politan Museum in Central park disturbs no New Yorker 
who prefers to spend the whole of Sunday in religious 
worship or meditation, or who considers it a sin to gaze 
upon a work of art on Sunday. All that such a person 
has to do to avoid contamination is to stay away. In like 
manner, the visitor to Chicago who wants to spend the 
day in church-going or in religious reading in his room 
will not be annoyed by those whose tastes lead them to 
prefer other employment of their time. In fact, it would 
be hard to imagin a method whereby those who differ in 
their views as to the best way of spending Sunday can be 
more easily accommodated than by opening the grounds 
for those who choose toenter. Nobody proposes to re- 
quire any person to visit the Exposition on that day, so 
that no one who has conscientious scruples against so 
doing will need to violate them—nor, indeed, to see them 
violated by others. On the other hand, nobody who 
considers a visit to the grounds the most profitable way 
of spending the day will be prevented from following his 
predilections. The Sabbatarian will not be “driven into 


the Exposition against his will, and the Liberal will not 
be barred out of it against his will. Each class will spend 
the day as it thinks wisest, and neither will disturb the 
other.” 
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Jas. F. Lane, L. Moffitt, W. E. Walton, W. L. 
Shepherd, W. H. Buchan, W. B. Clark, Geo. Beck, 
Susan Wixon, D. V. Turner, J. G. Kendall, 
B. H. Yandel, Katie Kehm Smith, D. Mc- 
Reynolds, J. F. McDermott, M. L. Richard- 
son, L. W. Leland, F. B. Hall, Mrs. M. M. Tarbell, 
Wm. Peet, J. L. Knoll, Kenyon News Company, 
Jas. Spellen, Sub. News Company, Mrs. M. 
Pefferle, I. H. Rowland, Levi Bancroft, W. I. 
Baxter, A. Cuthbert, O. Eidem, D. Woods, F. Ward, 
W. Wilkison. 

To Mr. and Mrs. Marden we return thanks for a 
gift of $2, and to J. Adamson for sixty-five cents. 
Also to others who hav promptly renewed their 
subscriptions to Taz Troura SEEKER. And to this 
last we may add that it will materially lighten our 
burden if others will promptly follow the good ex- 
ample. We hav made our necessities very plainly 
known to our friends and dislike to refer to the 
subject again—but what else can we do? There 
is more than enough due us on subscriptions 
to make our financial affairs easy, if it could only be 
sent us. And we hope these friends will make an 
extra effort to do this. We so dislike to make ap- 
peals of this kind that our readers may know that 
when we do, it is a matter of pressing necessity, 
and they can shape their actions accordingly. 


Some Handsome Premiums. 


To induce new subscriptions and prompt renew- 
als on the part of our friends we make the follow- 
ing handsome premium offers: 

For $5.00 we will send Taz Truru Srexer one 
year ($3.00) and “Paine’s Great Works Complete,” 
(3.00). This edition of Paine’s works contains a 
picture of Paine, of the statue proposed to be 
erected in Chicago, and of his monument in New 
Rochelle. 

For $5.00 we will send Tue Trura SEEKER one 
year ($3.00) and “The World’s Sages, Thinkers, 
and Reformers” ($3.00). By D. M. Bennett. 

For $4.50 we will send Taz Taurn Szzxer one 
year ($3) and a cloth-bound copy of “ Bible Myths ” 
($2.50). 

For $4.50 we will send Tue Trur SEEKER one 
year ($3) and “The Freethinker’s Pictorial Text- 
Book” in cloth ($2.50). 

For $4 we will send Taz Truru SEEKER one year 
($3) and “The Freethinker’s Pictorial Text-Book” 
in boards ($2). 

For $4 we will sendjTuz Truru SEEKER one year 
($3) and a copy of “ Old Testament Stories Comic- 
ally INustrated ” in cloth covers ($1.50). 

For $3.50 we will send Taz Trura SEEKER one 
year ($3) and “Old Testament Stories Comically 
Tlustrated” in board covers ($1). 

This is a splendid opportunity to obtain books 
which every Liberal desires to hav at an exceed- 
ingly low price. Old and new subscribers can avail 
themselvs of it, and we shall be glad if our present 
readers will call the attention of their friends to 
the values offered. 


The catalog of those blessed places which possess 
Holy Coats of Jesus has now swelled to these pro- 
portions: Loeeum in Hanover, Safed near Jeru- 
salem, Santiago, Oviedo, Mayence, Ghent, Mantua, 
Mallorca, Halle, Cologne, Frankfort-on-the-Main, 
Friaul, Moscow, and the Tateran in Rome. 


-Present-day carpenters, of one week-day eoat and 


one go-to-meeting one, can scarce choose but swell 
with envy. 
i 


The Roman Catholic Freeman's Journal delivers 
the following utterance without a blush: “The 
Declaration of Independence acknowledges that the 
rights it proclaims come from God as the source of 


all government and all authority. This is a funda- 
mental religious principle in which church and. 
state meet. From it follows the correlatiy principle 
that as God alone is the source of human rights, so 
God alone can efficaciously maintain them.” The 
feelings evoked by perusing this pass the point 
where laughter can come in to relieve, and the ad- 
venturous explorer of Catholic journals can only 
turn away with a stricken, flabbergasted stare. 
ee ES f 

A New Hampshire man whose wife became a be- 
liever in Christian Science and so worried him 
about it that he became “moody, morose, reticent,” 
and neglected his business, has obtained a divorce 
on the ground of “extreme cruelty.” We think 
this judicial decision wise enough. The treatment 
recited meets our conception of the extremest cruelty 
inflictible. Many a Liberal is all too aware that 
possession by a wife merely of a belief in plain 
Christianity, without the addition of Christian 
Science, is, if said belief be able-bodied and in 
good fighting condition, cause quite adequate for 
divorce or a start on exploration of the wild® of 
Africa. 


A OE 

The relations between the Vatican and the 
Brazilian government are so strained that arupture 
is imminent. The pope, it is said, has intimated 
that he will excommunicate the president, his 
cabinet, and the members of the Brazilian congress 
unless measures are taken to renew the former re- 
lations between church and state in Brazil. The 
Vatican has received numerous complaints from the 
Brazilian clergy of the disastrous effect upon 
church interests of the policy of separation adopted 
by the republic.. It is said that many churches are 


‘| without pastors, and the seminaries are being 


deserted because the government refuses to con- 
tinue contributions for the maintenance of the 
clergy and of chairs in the seminaries. The prelates 
and priests are still nominally in receipt of salaries 
from the federal treasury, but when a bishop or 
priest retires or dies the salary is not continued to 
his successor, so that the death of a priest means 
the cessation of salary to his charge, and perhaps 
the closing of a church. We are thankful when- 
ever we find a country where the people are not 
fools enough to support priests any longer than 
they are compelled to. Would that the people of 
the United States would follow suit. 


The Poles of New York city are indignant at one 
Dr. Lewandowski, whom they charge with playing 
upon their religious proclivities to effect a real 
estate swindle over at Castle Hill, N. J. They 
say that this Dr. Lewandowski, after con- 
siderable agitation, induced a large crowd of 
Polanders to join a picnic to Castle Hill. When 
they got out there the doctor said he would like to 
found a Polish colony there. After he had got the 
people worked up to a high pitch of enthusiasm by 
his patriotic words he turned to them and said: 
« You hav but to dig a few feet and get the best of 
water.” A shovel was quickly secured and a man 
began digging in the ground. He had uncovered 
but a few feet of earth when the shovel struck 
something hard. The people collected around 
when the object was found to be a picture of the 
Virgin Mary. When the people saw the picture 
they cried out: “A miracle! A miracle!” The 
doctor then had no difficulty in selling lots to these 
enthusiastic Catholics. He sold eighty of them at 
prices ranging from $126 to $200. Shortly after- 
ward the real estate boom fell flat, it being found 
that the doctor had no title to the land and the 
people had lost their money. But this is a trivial 
imposition upon these people’s superstitions, in 
comparison with the course of like swindling which 
has been practiced for centuries by state-authorized 
Lewandowskis in gown and band. 

> 


The new lectures by Colonel Ingersoll are not yet in 
print in pamphlet form, and may not be until Mr. Farrell 
publishes new editions of his books. We hav a few 
copies of Tux TRUTH SEEKER returned from newsdealers 
containing the lecture on Voltaire, but even that supply 
is very limited. What we hav, however, will be sent to 
early purchasers—14 cents for the two tiumbers, 


(With Our Congressmen. 


News and Notes. 
. After listening to floods of orthodox bellicose ap- 
peals during the past week it was an exquisit pleas- 
ure to begin the new week with the charming con- 
trast of Ingersoll’s lecture on Voltaire. The house 
was crowded to its utmost capacity and the words 
of the orator were greeted with continuous applause 
by the brilliant assembly. It was an ovation to the 
erie and splendid eloquence of the Icono- 
clast. 


thrills with the intensity of thought. What a pict- 
ure of Voltaire was unrolled in glittering periods, 
with wealth of imagination, pathos, and sublimity, 
and sparkling humor like the glorious summer's 
sunshine itself. How the shafts of ridicule, winged 
with poetic fervor, pierced the church, the Bible, 


the priesthood, and the God of inhumanity. It wasi 
the splendor of the past giving prophetic glory to | 


the future, which fills the heart with hope. 

I really needed such an inspiration for the 
arduous work which lies before the reformer in the 
halls of Congress. Almost like the gloomy solem- 
nity of a church towers our mighty Capitol. The 
hand of the priest is upon it and the cross is above 
. the flag. Will the tyranny of the past make the 

New World as bloody as the Old? 

I think we are at a turning-point in the history 


of this republic. If ecclesiastical power triumphs | 


now, thcre must be another revolution before the 
flag of liberty can float in peace and security. 

It is not simply the question of the World's Fair, 
but of universal and permanent principles. Itis a 


question whether this shall be a government of the { 
people or a government of Congress and priest | 


above the people. Right before our eyes a vast 


usurpation is going on, to which the American peo- } 


ple seem to be utterly indifferent, not realizing that 
we are drifting into a church tyranny, but also into 
a political tyranny that one day can only be over- 
thrown by the most stupendous efforts and by 
blood itself. What tyranny is soterrible as that of an 
irresponsible body like Congress? Read the history 
of the French convention which sent Paine to prison 


and almost guillotined him and we shall behold | 


the threatened invader of our liberties to-day. 
The very fact that the religious and Christian 
friends of Sunday opening did not question the un- 
constitutionality of a Congressional enactment, but 
relied upon the impolicy and inexpediency of the 
legislations, demonstrates the short-sightedness even 


of professed Liberals to the dangers of the situation. ` 


The whole battle for Sunday opening should hav 


been fought along Constitutional lines. Jn no other | 


way is victory possible. But it was declared to be 
an insult to Congress to attack any legislation on 
the ground of unconstitutionality. So it seems 
that we are to regard Congress as infallible on 
constitutional questions, like unto the pope on 
theological questions—a most absurd proposition. 

The tendency in Congress is to the abrogation 
of the Constitution. One member affirms that 
Congress is above the Constitution. His reasoning 
is as follows. The Constitution was made by the 
people. The people can unmake it. Congress 
represents the people. Therefore Congress can 
unmake the Constitution at any time, and transcend 
the Constitution in its legislation. This is a true 
statement of Congressional opinion for which I 
can vouch. Does it not sound truly Pickwickian? 

Another Congressman says, I give his very 
words: ‘Damn the Constitution. We pass an act. 
If the people approve it, the Supreme Court will 
declare it constitutional. If the people do not ap- 
prove it, the Supreme Oourt will declare it uncon- 
stitutional, and that ends the matter.” According 


to this Congress, the Supreme Court and the peo-; 


ple are not to regard the Constitution. There is 
to be an irresponsible majority rule. The legisla- 


tion of Congress on the World’s Fair is an index: 


of the prevalence of these sentiments in Congress. 
. It will be seen that the conflict for personal liberty 
in this country is far deeper than any question 
about the World’s Fair. The very nature of 
republican institutions is being tried to-day as 
never before. Are all constitutional safeguards to 
be overthrown by the mere arbitrary will of the 
people? The Constitution is for the benefit of the 
minority, not of the majority. A majority needs 
no constitution to maintain its rights, but 
the minority does, and the Constitution was es- 
tablished for that purpose, to defend in all cases 
the rights of the minority, even if that minority is 
only one. It seems, however, that Congress is to 
ignore the Constitution and substitute in its place 
“majority rule.” Save us from a despotism like 
that. Better the tyranny of one man than that of an 
irresponsible multitude. Yet we are coming right 


The dramatic fire has not grown less, and | 
the voice has its old-time ring and melody and: 


f stituted in its place. 
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into this far-reaching and desperate tyranny under 
the forms of a republican government. It is this 
enormous danger to all free institutions that the 
Liberals of this country must thoroughly under- 
stand, and they must be prepared for a long and 
tremendous contest. Until I came to Washington 
I did not realize the depth and peril of this move- 
ment to unconstitutional and arbitrary legislation. 


| I know it now, and the struggle for political liberty 


is immeasurably increased. If we could appeal to 
the Constitution, we could easily dispose of the 
World's Fair and religious enactments; but when 
that bulwark is denied, where are we, what can we 
depend upon ? 

Notice a remark made by a member of the Co- 
lumbian Exposition committee. I heard him make 


it myself, and was simply astonished at the assump- 


tion. He said: ‘You hav no constitutional right 
to forbid a man to go into a saloon, but if you giv 
him $5 with the understanding that if he accepts 
the money he shall not go in, then if he accepts 


you hav a constitutional right to forbid him to go 


into the saloon.” Can the force of artificial logic 
go any further? No cat has nine tails, but one cat 
has one more tail than no cat. Therefore one cat has 
ten tails. 
Tt is assumed that by purchase Congress can acquire 
an unconstitutional power. The closing of the 
World's Fair on Sunday is in itself unconstitutional, 


| without any conditions whatever, as treason is un- 


constitutional. Can Congress purchase a right to 
make treason unconstitutional? Can I by giving 
a man $5 acquire the right to compel him to steal? 


If I hire a man to stay out of a saloon, he stays out ' 
‘willingly. But hav Ia right to giv a man $5 and 


then draw a club and force him to stay out of a 
saloon? Oh, what wise legislators we hav! For 
$5 I can acquire the exquisit privilege of knocking 
a man down. 

The heart of the people is right yet, and to the 
people we must appeal. The most applauded pas- 
sage in all of Ingersoll’s magnificent oration was, 


.“ The use, and the only use, of any government is 


the preservation of human liberty.” It was like 
the thunder of the waves of the sea the greeting of 
that splendid sentiment by the vast assembly. As 


| long as we hav an Ingersoll I guess we can regen- 
erate even Congress itself with the fire of the peo- 


ple’s thought. 
It was the convention that imprisoned Paine, and 


| murdered noble men and women during the-French 


Revolution, the convention that refused to giv a 
constitution to the people of France. We are in 
danger to-day of the tyranny of a Congress without 
a Constitution, and the irresponsible dictatorship 
of a Murat and Robespierre. From that fearful 
time, from the shadow of death, comes the voice of 
Paine himself, with political wisdom for the com- 


‘bat of to-day. He writes to the French people: 


Had a Constitution been established two years ago, as 
ought to hay been done, the violences that hay since 
desolated France and injured the character of the Revo- 
lution, would, in my opinion, hay been prevented. The 
nation would hav had a bond of union and every indi- 
vidual would hay known the line of conduct he was to 
follow. But instead of this, a revolutionary government, 
a thing without either principle or authority, was sub- 
Virtue or crime depended upon 
accidents, and that which was patriotism one day became 
treason the next. All these things hav followed the want 
of a constitution; for it is the nature and intention of a 
constitution to prevent governing by party, by establish- 
ing a common principle that shall limit and control the 
power and impulse of that party, and that says to all 
parties, Thus far shalt thou go, and no farther. Butin 
the absence of a constitution men look entirely to party; 
and instead of principle governing party, party governs 
principle. 

How applicable are these words to the situation of 
to-day. France went from the convention to the 
constitution on the path of progress. It seems as 
if we were going from the constitution to the 
«convention ” on the way of retrogression. Read 
Conway’s “Life of Paine,” and the importance of 


| this point will be seen. 


Only think of it, before the House committee 
last week, the Rev. Mr. Jones and myself were the 
only ones who argued the question on the basis 
of constitutional rights. Even the friends of 
Sunday opening abandoned an impregnable po- 
sition for fear of “insulting” Congress. A great 
blunder was made, but it only makes the work 


‘of Freethought more imperativ and important. 


And think of this also. Dr. Crafts declared before 
the committee that Dr. Westbrook, ex-president 
of the American Secular Union, had written the 
ablest pamphlet on their side of the question, and 
Dr. Crafts flaunted the Investigator in my face, and 
said that even Liberals were divided on this matter 
of Sunday opening. I told Dr. Crafts that he was 
welcome to Dr. Westbrook, for Dr. Westbrook was 
not a Liberal, nor did he represent a single Liberal 
in our land, nor was there any division in our ranks 


on the question of {Sunday opening. It was im-! 


That’s the logie of words minus ideas. | 
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possible there should be any difference of opinion 
any more than on the question of church taxation. 
If a professed Liberal should argue for the exemp- 
tion of churches from taxation that very argument 
would show that he was not a Liberal. So he who 
argues for Sunday closing cannot be a Liberal. I 
do not question at all the honesty of Dr. West- 
brook. I do not doubt that he is true to his own 
convictions, and from his standpoint he has made 
an able argument, and the orthodox party uses his 
argument and scatters it broadcast, but it is simply 
an abuse of the English language to say that Dr. 
Westbrook is a Liberal. He joins the orthodox 
party and enforces his opinions by brute force and 
rejoices that he has the power of the state to back 
his convictions against the equally honest convic- 
tions of millions of American people. Dr. West- 
brook is in the orthodox ranks to-day, and as he is 
not a “convert” or “pervert” but expresses his 
life-long belief, then he always was in the orthodox 
ranks, and as a matter of fact the American Sec- 
ular Union for three years was under orthodox 
leadership. We might as well confess the blunder 
and try not to be so sadly “sold” in the future. 
Dr. Westbrook denies ecclesiastical legislation, I 
admit, but he affirms paternal legislation and pater- 
nal legislation is in direct opposition to the prin- 
ciples of a purely secular government. Grant 
paternalism and the church has the logical basis 
of all its political surveillance. As Huxley says: 
« Grant the right of the state to supervise a man’s 
breakfast and you grant the right to supervise his 
religion.” Grant the right of the state to close the 


‘gates of the World’s Fair on Sunday for physio- 


logical reasons and you grant the right to close for 
religious reasons. Scratch paternalism and you 
find ecclesiasticism every time. To go from the 
latter to the former is like jumping out of the 
frying-pan into the fire. Randolph Tucker, of 
Virginia, thoroughly and justly answers the logical 
basis of Westbrook’s argument: . 

Paternal government is falsehood. It takes the pater- 
nal name to sanction its absolute authority, and discards 
the paternal duty in administering government. It is 
only a father in name, and is without natural love to 
mitigate tyranny or to do equal justice among the people. 
It claims power to rule without restraint, and to dispense 
blessings or cursings at its will. It has petted parasites 
attached to itself, that they may feed upon it, and draws 
the resources with which to supply them from the un- 
favored and disinherited mass, whom it only exhausts 
and never helps. It has its foster children and its 
foundlings, its favorits and its victims, and burdens the 
many for the benefit of the few. 

Understand, I do not attack the motivs of Dr. 
Westbrook. I honor his bravery. I simply define 
his position. He is orthodox and always has been 
orthodox, and the history of Liberalism in this 
country will be better understood when we realize 
this fact. Liberalism, as I understand it, is not 
merely good feeling, good nature; it is not slush 
and gush and sentimental confusion of ideas; it is 
a well-defined political philosophy, a theory and 
practice of government, as well as a social and 
intellectual advancement, and so defined, Dr. West- 
brook is and always has been in opposition to that 
political philosophy. With all my heart I giv him 
to the God-in-the-Constitution party who now wel- 
come him with salvoes of applause. 

I hav enlarged upon these matters in order that 
the Liberals of America may understand the great 
and dangerous tendencies now in legislation, and 
that the World’s Fair business is simply an index 
of far greater usurpations and violations of human 
rights in the future, that they may learn as I hav 
learned in the last few weeks that beneath the 
dome of our Capitol is a vast and silent conspiracy 
against individual liberty; that the Constitution is 
looked upon as a thing of the past, no more the 
conservator of universal freedom. The battle is on 
us. It is not a question as to whether we 
shall win or lose. We must fight, even if 
it is a forlorn hope. We hav been -abso- 
lutely robbed of our liberties, and what can we 
do but plunge into the conflict? I shall appeal 
to Congress in every possible way for a reversal of 
the verdict. -As Dr. Thomas says, its legislation is 
an eternal menace to freedom. If we fail in Con- 
gress then we must appeal to the people. The 
church party has inaugurated a revolution. If 
revolution is the order of the time—forced upon 
us by a decaying superstition—let us be prepared 
to meet it, and maintain our rights at every hazard. 

I lectured last Sunday at Baltimore and found 
some stalwart allies. I shall lecture again next 
Sunday, and hope to report progress in this con- 
servatiy city. I shall endeavor to arrange for 
Freethought meetings both in Washington and 
Baltimore during February. I look forward with 
high anticipations to the celebration of Paine’s 
anniversary at Philadelphia and the greeting of old 
friends, where the Secular flag has waved so grandly 
and so long. Samvuzn P. Pornam. 
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Seience and Progress. 


Religious Mementoes. : 

The Mexican priests are going to build a mem 
rial chapel on the spot where “the first mass was 
celebrated on the soil of the western continent,” 
and propose to display the portraits and statues of 
« missionaries who gained the crown of martyrdom 
in endeavoring to baptize American Indians in the 
name of Jesus the son of Mary.” If our neighbors 
would exhibit the portraits of the American Indians 
butchered in the name of that same personage, 
they would hav to build a picture-gallery as long as 
the Rio Grande del Norte. 

Unrewarded Zeal. 

The private motiv of the czar in continuing the 
persecution of his Jewish subjects is said to be the 
desire to propitiate the favor of heaven by suppress- 
ing the enemies of the true faith, for the Polish 
Catholics and the Lutherans of Courland and Fin- 
land are likewise. harassed within an inch of their 
lives. Heaven’s reply comes in the form of more 
and mere ruinous calamities. Famin has assumed 
proportions that threaten to baffle the efforts of the 
relief committees. Cholera has broken out afresh 
in the southern provinces, and even in some of the 
larger central cities, though the present winter is 
the most severe known since 1861, when the farmers 
of the upper Volga were almost ruined by the de- 
struction of their cattle. Brigandage has spread 
from the Caucasus to the western border-districts 
(the Polish provinces), and the investigation of the 
last conspiracy proves that Nihilism is beginning to 
make converts among the staff-officers of the im- 
perial army. 

Pious Landsharks. 

Max O’Rell (Monsieur Blouet) sums up his 
opinion of Johnnie Bull’s political ethics in an anec- 
dote of two Frenchmen who were discussing the 
temporal rewards of piety. ‘Take the instance of 
the religious Britons,” said Mr. Huguenot; “the 
sun does not set upon their territorial possessions.” 
«Yes, I know,” said his friend, “he cannot trust 
the rascals.” “But let us be just,” adds M. Blouet, 
“ and see if such unprecedented success in the real- 
estate business is not really founded on superior 
merit. The Russians, you know, invade the land 
of their unbelieving neighbors to divert attention 

_ from home affairs. The French do the same for 
glory, but John Bull visits the land of the heathens 
only to distribute revised copies of the Bible. 
Then, before long, those heathens hav the Bible and 
John has got their land.” 

The “Good of It.” 

A few days ago Willie Cunningham, a boy of ten 
years, who supports a widowed mother by working 
in the rolling-mill of Brazil, Ind., lost both eyes by 
the explosion of a potful of molten iron. His 
hands, neck, and face, too, were terribly burnt, and 
this- morning I had a conversation with a rough- 
and-ready laborer of that same rolling-mill who had 
endeavored, and partly succeeded, to relieve the 
mother of the unfortunate lad. Only one of the 
neighbors, a financial and dogmatical pillar of the 
church, limited his proofs of sympathy to the re- 
mark that“ we must not lose our trust in the Lord, 
and there is no saying what good may yet come of 
it.” «The only ‘good’ he can hav had in his 
mind,” said the honest laborer, “is the chance that 
the boy might die and furnish an opportunity for 
funeral boodle, for which the preacher would not 
fail to sue the widow.” 


The Muses of Golgotha. 


Edwin Arnold’s “Light of Asia” is from a literary 
point of view so far superior to its orthodox 
companion-piece, the “Light of the World,” that 
the latter production might almost be suspected of 
being a secret satire on the creed of its admirers, 
like Cesar Vanini’s “Amphitheatre,” intended to 
ridicule Christianity by the most absurd arguments 
in favor of its dogmas. But Sir Edwin, perhaps, 
really did the best he could, under the circum- 
stances. Lord Jeffrey, the semi-skeptical, and 
wholly candid, editor of the Edinburgh Review, has 
already called attention to the hopeless mediocrity 
of orthodox literature. “How is it,” he asks, 
“that we hay no church-hymn at all comparable 
to the productions of secular poetry? Milton had 
to metamorphose his angels and patriarchs before 
he could utilize them for epic purposes.” Goethe 
risked a similar comment on Klopstock’s “Messiah,” 
and added that “the muses of Golgotha can evi- 
dently not compete with their rivals of Mount 
Parnassus.” 

Cross and Knout. 

The dean of St. Paul and the grand duke Con- 
stantine of Russia pronounce in favor of “striking 
arguments in education,” as a witty pedagog ex- 


pressed it, while the French Freethinker, Floquet, 
as unhesitatingly commends the plan of substitut- 
ing the stimulus of ambition for cowhide tonics. 
«If it had not been for the enthusiasm of competi- 
tion,” he asks, “would there hav been Olympic 
festivals? Would there hav been Grecian prize 
odes, nay, would there hav been Grecian civiliza- 
tion?” A majority of his countrymen indorse his 
protest against the proposed knout-revival. though 
there are French schoolteachers who regret the 
decadence of the good old times when the cross 
and the whipping-post stood side by side, and the 
proceedings of the parish schools resembled those 
of a carpet-beating establishment. 

Fact vs. Fiction. 

An artist of my acquaintance, who recently re- 
turned from a trip to Jamaica, describes a most 
amusing scene on board of a West Indian steamer 
with a motley crew of Spanish priests and Spanish- 
Cuban skeptics. “See that double-peaked mount- 
ain there?” said the padre José, when the coast of 
Cuba hove in sight, “that’s Pinar del Rio, where 
our missionaries converted a Cuban chieftain, just 
four hundred years ago.” “Yes, and made away 
with his wife the next year,” whispered Captain 
Gonzales, who likewise knew a .hing or two about 
the history of his nativ island. “And that smoke 
on the right here,” continued the padre, “that’s 
San Juan de Felipe, where our people baptized a 
thousand nativs in one day.” “Yes, and chased 
them with bloodhounds when they did not want to 
work like niggers,” muttered the captain in the 
background. “And over yonder,” mused the 
padre, “there’s.a gap in the Sierra that reminds 
me of the Silla de Cobre where we collected a mul- 
titude of young men and built a tabernacle school 
to instruct them in the doctrins of the blessed 
faith.” «Oh, yes,” whispered the captain, “and 
made them believe in hell, anyhow, when they 
burnt them at the stake,” and so on, till the 
Spanish-speaking passengers were convulsed with 
laughter—all but the slightly deaf padre, who con- 
tinued his sentimental reflections with total disre- 
gard of the sotto voce comments. l 


American Candor. 


A crusade against Hebrew merchants has broken 
out in the neighborhood of Jackson, Miss., but the 
prosecutors are frank enough not to mention such 
pretexts as the proceedings before the court of 
Pontius Pilatus. “Those hawknoses,” they say, 
“make $5.for every nickel they spend, and we hay 
no use for them.” 

Crowned Philosophers. 

Under the reign of King Humbert and his Free- 
thinking advisers Italy has progressed at a rate un- 
paralleled during the fourteen centuries of monk- 
rule. In Austria, too, the most important reforms 
of feudal abuses were effected by the heretic 
Kaunitz and his pupil, the emperor Joseph IL, 
whose private theory about the vicar of Christ may 
be inferred from his letters to the philosopher 
Alembert and the curious memoirs of the Prince de 
Ligne. Bernadotte, the adoptiv king of Sweden, 
was a confirmed Agnostic, and the resolute Ration- 
alism of Frederick the Great had more to do with 
the revival of German literature and science than 
the Prussian parsons like to admit. «The fact that 
Kant’s ‘Critique of Pure Reason’ could pass the 
censor,” says Arthur Schopenhauer, “can be ex- 
plained only by the circumstance that since the 
time of the Dives Julius and the Dives Julianus” 
(Cæsar and the Apostate) “it was the first time that 
a philosopher had mounted a throne of absolute 
power. But the moment the great king was dead 
we see Kant seized with dread of his orthodox 
enemies, and mutilate his masterpiece, or endeavor 
to explain away its heresies by all sorts of pitiful 
concessions to the champions of the dominant 
creed.” 

Uninspired Prophets. 


For the last fourteen days the visionaries of the 
weather bureau hav continued to predict a milder 
temperature, while the frosts persisted in getting 
more intense. ‘With all the recent improvements of 
meteorological apparatus it does not seem to hav 
proved quite easy to find a fit successor to the 
Freethinker Hazen, who was literally badgered to 


death for having dared to expose the incompetence 


of his official superior, a young fellow whose igno- 
rance was equaled only by his vindictivness in as- 
serting his cheap-bought authority. 

F. L. Oswaup. 


a 


Luruer supported this [meteorological] supersti- 
tion zealously, asserting at times his belief that the 
winds themselvs are only good or evil spirits, and 
declaring that he had himself calmed more than 
ae storms raised by the devil—Prof. A. D. 

ite. 


The International Freethought Congress at _ 
Madrid.—(Continued.) 


THIRD DAY'S MEETING. 

Citizen Bourceret, delegate from the French 
Freethought Federation, presided at this meeting. 

The verbal proceedings of the last meeting being 
approved, numerous letters and telegrams . an- 
nouncing new adhesions were read to the congress. 

Citizen Delorme, delegate from the Junior Cen- 
tral Republicans of Madrid, proclaimed the pres- 
ence of a large Freethought majority of the above 
body. 

Citizen Ménendez Pallarés demonstrated the im- 
portance of an assembly of Freethinkers in Catholic 
Spain, the land of Philip II. and of Torquemada.. 
He gave an exposition of Freethought in general, 
and affirmed that freedom of thought is principally 
due to thought itself, hence advocated obligatory 
secular instruction of children. The orator dis. 
tinguished between freedom of thought and the 
exercise of this freedom. The first is a result 
which is not derived from the law. and the exercise 
and application of Freethought is but little realized 
so long as we do not liv under republican govern- 
ment. Wherever the state has a religion the ap- 
plication of Freethought would be a veritable 
Utopia. Castelar has said many a time he could - 
not see a single reason which justified a state re- 
ligion, inasmuch as the state could neither confess 
nor partake in any communion. The Catholics, 
intolerant with us, affirm and claim with us Free- 
thinkers the necessity of the exercise of liberty of 
thought in countries where their dogmas are not 
officially professed. Therefore, when we can so 
plainly show their inconsistencies, it is but justice 
to demand the cessation of their tyranny in 
Spain. He stated that the separation of church 
and state was not prejudicial to a parochial clergy ; 
those who were opposed to the separation were 
the bishops and other high church dignitaries who 
would thus be deprived of the fat state offices and 
salaries which they are the recipients of to-day. 

. Catholicism is opposed to the ethics and thougbt 
of modern times; she attempts to reduce the coun- 
try to six feet of earth in the convent graveyards, 
in opposition to cosmopolitanism wtich manifestly 
is the ruler in modern sccieties. (Applause.) 

Citizen Picart, workingman delegate for Cata- 
logne, said that the enslavement of the laboring 
classes was due principally to religious tyranny. 
The church is-the greatest criminal. Behold the 
pope, who, while thousands of people hav ro 
shelter, inhabits a building which would giv ample 
accommodation to fifteen hundred families. He 
said that certain liberties may hav been given, but 
they were of a kind which gave bread to everyone 
else but the common people—that is, to working- 
men, to republicans and Socialists, and these, there- 
fore, ought to unite to conquer for themselvs 
liberty of conscience and liberty of action. 

Citizen Llunas, editor of the Zramontana, of 
Barcelona, speaking of the ways whereby the con- 
science became perverted through religious preju- 
dices, stated that in his-opinion the present popular 
enlightenment, public education, was not sufficient. 
It ought to be complete, not a partial education. 
It should be such as is given in polytechnic schools, 
where the special faculties of each individual are 
developed, and through them the exact pointing-out 
of his future vocation. ~ 

He said the penal code needed a revision such 
as would render criminal any teachings which aimed 
at a falsification of morality—ethics—and scientific 
truths. 

The Catholic religion is immoral, but said to be 
promotiv of morality because it offers in a future life 
rewards for being good in this. He next gave an 
explanation of what constitutes true morality. 

Citizen A. Sluys, principal of the normal school 
in Brussels, said that public education is but a 
saying, and in most instances a fairy tale. He 
pointed out in an excellent speech the ideas and 
the work of complete education, bodily, intellectual, 
moral, esthetic, and technical, and sounded the 
truth that all the children of the people had a 
moral right to a complete education, and it was the 
duty of the state to guarantee them such. The 
speech was vigorously applauded. 

. Citizen Morayta, professor at the University of 
Madrid, protested against the outrageous legal 
privileges given to the clergy, the only reason being 
that they wear the cassock. 

THE OLOSING OF THE CONGRESS. 

The latter part of the meeting was marked by a 
characteristic incident. A police sergeant entered 
and notified the committee and the orators to pro- 
ceed to the judge’s office to receive instructions. 
They were subjected to a long series of questions. 
The speeches made at the congress, and all the 
doings of the same, were laid, nicely written on 
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official and judicial foolscap, on the table before his 
honor (?). The judge insisted upon two points: 

_ 1. Where and when the program of the congress 
had been published.. 

(The program had been published for six months 
in all European languages, and yet the Madrid po- 
lice officials ignorant!) 

2. Injurious attacks had been directed against 
the Catholic church, which was the state church. 

Friday, October 15th, at noon, the numerous 
delegates presented themselvs at the Prince Al- 
phonso Theater to assist in the fourth meeting. 
The members of the committee were about to take 
their seats, when a police official appeared, and in 
the name of the law and the governor of Madrid 
declared the meetings of the congress suspended. 

The public left the theater, and moved through 
the city, where all stopped opposit the offices of 
Las Dominicales, where a great ovation took place, 
closing with the cries of “ Long liv Freethought!” 
“‘ Long liv the republic!” Gustave Newson. 


Equality: Where? 


The planets and stars differ in size, density, color, 
and attractiv and repulsiv forces. There is simi- 
larity, but no equality, in the astral world, so far as 
we know. Variation appears to be a law of nature. 
That law is found operating everywhere. On the 
earth is seen variety in every department—mineral, 
floral, and fauna. From its soil comes a vast 
vocabulary of plants, with their endless shades of 
difference. Its waters contain marvelous structures 
of life with bewildering variations. This diversity 
is witnessed as well in landanimals. And evolution 
is constantly working changes in life organisms— 
destroying some and improving others; that is, de- 
stroying those that will not, or cannot, adapt them- 
selvs to their environments, and improving those 
‘which best do so. 

Man is subject to the same laws of evolution and 
adaptation. Food, climate, sociology, etc., affect 
stature, weight, temperament, color, and feature. 
Hence there are endless human variations. 

As the different zones produce different or 
peculiar plants and fauna, it is reasonable to be- 
lieve that they hav produced or evolved different 
human beings. It would be no more unreasonable 
to hold that all the many varieties of the different 
bovine families on earth sprang from one sole 
parentage, than is the sacred notion that all the 
diverse human races descended from one lone 
Adam. The jaguar of South America is called the 
American lion, but it bears little resemblance to its 
African namesake ; the Papuan islander is called a 
man, and he shows as little resemblance to the Cau- 
casian. 7 

A few million years ago, when perhaps the earth 
was so tipped on its axis as to submerge the north- 
ern zones and elevate the southern, there was a vast 
unbroken southern continent inhabited by a culti- 
vated race from which the present Papuan is but a 
degenerate relic preserved on a mountain peak left 
above the waters. In the course of a few million 
years more, perhaps, the position of the poles, in 
fulfillment. of a law of precession not now fully 
known, may be again reversed, and some venture- 
some navigator, Columbus-like, sail from a proud 
old country in the south into the unknown seas of 
the north to discover a remnant of poor Thibetans 
on the top of the Himalayas; or a few degenerate, 
starving Caucasians on a peak of the Alps; or per- 
chance some curious human specimens, containing 


a mixture of red, white, and black ancestry, on |: 


Mount Elias. The mental effort to grasp and ap- 
prehend the few million years required to accom- 
plish such reasonable results should be a trifling 
matter to the believer who is familiar with orthodox 
teaching, that when the sinner has suffered millions 
upon billions oi years in hell-fire the everlasting 
business has only just begun. 

Leaving these far-off and apparently slow changes 
that are ever going on, and coming down to our 
own time and place, we see change and variation 
all around. Difference is universal. No two per- 
sons are exactly alike—do not reason or think alike 
for any length of time. Each brain shows some 
peculiarity. Hence appear all grades of mind 
from weak to strong. Probably no person could 
bə found, however, who does not feel inferior to a 
few and superior to many others. It may flatter 
an imbecil to be told that in the sight of some 
god he is the equal of a Gould or a Parkhurst; 
but it is not true. He has not the business sa- 
gacity of the one, nor the pious meanness of the 
other. 

Having in mind these facts of diversity, how ab- 
surd appears the priest demanding universal 
acceptance of and belief in his arbitrary creed of 
impossibilities—demanding belief in supernatural 
dogmas wholly beyond proof and reason—under- 


taking to force every individual’ mind through the 

same narrow theological slot. Had a creator in- 

tended such a demand, merciful common sense 

ats hav impelled him to make every brain exactly 
o. 


The priest boasts of the long-continued extensiv 
following of his Jesus-god, and claims for them a 
substantial agreement. But universal history, un- 
disputed outside of convents, describes these relig- 
ious fanatics as having had no bond of agreement 
during the first three hundred years of the era. 
A chaos of supernaturalism prevailed—quarreling 
all that time about the quantity and quality of a 
godin their Jesus, etc. But about 325 av. the 
emperor Constantine, having made use of them in 
gaining the throne, for his own security organized 
a portion and supported them in inaugurating a 
system of superstition and fear that culminated in 
centuries of Dark Ages. Back of these Christians 
was the sword, already stained with domestic. 
blood, of the first Christian emperor; in front of 
them the cries of mercy were remorselessly stifled. 

The sword forced Christianity on the peoples of 
Europe, many of whom had enjoyed a degree of 
happy freedom. Then began a: tendency toward 
equality, broken only by caste. The common peo- 
ple, impoverished, venerating the priest, spending 
their time in mumbling prayers te goblins, became 
mere dummies. The priest succeeded in reducing 
them to a condition of equality well-nigh that of 
a like number of geese. Long-continued habits 
and enforced opinions had dwarfed and deformed 
their minds. The monotony of thought was such 
oe the brain became torpid and ceased to act fur- 

er. 

But in process of time this monstrous hierarchy 
was rent and torn by its own vast extent. A 
priest here and there chafed in his theological 
strait-jacket, and began to think and speak heresy. 
Some of the princes of Europe yearned to be free 
from papal dictation. And hence the elector of Sax- 
ony is promptly in alliance with Luther. Thesword 
established the papal power. Twelve hundred years 
of almost passiv equality of ghostly thought pass by, 
and then the sword undertakes to demolish it. It 
succeeded only in part. For the next two hundred 
years, cruel religious wars and persecutions deso- 
lated heretical Christian homes for the love of 
God. A large chunk was detached from the papal 
trunk; and the chunk claimed the original trunk. 
In support of this claim, Protestants can point to 
its pious zeal in not suffering a witch to liv, ete. 
At any rate the Reformation brought about another 
chaos of supernatural notions. The detached trunk 
soon broke into fragments, each one having some 
intangible, senseless hobby, to try to elucidate 
which an endless stream of books and sermons hav 
failed. ; 

The chaotic condition of the gropers in super- 
naturalism still continues. Episcopalians and Pres- 
byterians are now deeply exercised on two mo- 
mentous questions, to wit: Do their creeds mean 
what they say? and, Did their God, in writing his 
story-books, confine himself strictly to truth? The 


Newtons, Briggses, Smiths, etc., are slowly vomiting’ 


portions of the divine panacea, but they hate to 
acknowledge that the entire drug is bad. Through 
these godly contentions we gain a goodly degree 
of freedom. But should the Christian factions 
again be united, the godly hierarchy would strive 
to again reduce the minds of the people to one 
narrow line of thought—to mental slavery. 

But having equal rights does not insure equal 
conditions. They hav little relation one to the 
other. Any citizen has the right to obtain a man- 
sion on our Fifth avenue. The chances are a 
hundred to one that his conditions are not equal 
to the task. Fortunately, nature produces variety 
of conditions. Heredity says, men are not born 
equal. 

What a dull world this would be if perfect 
equality prevailed—if we were all exactly alike. 
There could be no ambition, no admiration, no con- 
tention, no progress, no saints, no heroes, no love. 
No one loves an exact counterpart. “We could hav 
no races, no games, no fun at the expense of others, 
no back talk, and no- excuse for Comstocks. 

Well, this stagnant condition was approaching 
under complete church domination. Nothing in- 
vented, nothing discovered, nothing learned, dur- 
ing a period of a thousand years. The life and 
heat of the solar sun were opposed by the death 
and freezing fear of a ghostly son. The invigorat- 
ing light of the one gave place to the paralyzing 
hell-flame of the other. We want no more Christian 
unity, leading to imbecil equality of mind through 
fear and non-use of reason. Why, the Christian’s 
heaven, with its supposed invariableness, must 
prove intolerable to a Freethinker, should one be 
so unfortunate as to ever get there. We like va- 


BS 


riety, with a little spice of contention; and mother , 
nature kindly grants it. 

Some years ago an English Methodist minister, 
who came to this country in search of prey, related 
a little of his experience.. He was assigned to the 
spiritual vineyard of Sullivan county and its neigh- 
borhood. In climbing a spur of the Catskills 
looking for game, he encountered an elderly Scotch 
woman who had been well trained in Presbyterian 
certainties. On making known his pious business, 
and rubbing his hands in hopeful expectation, the 
good woman, feeling strong in the truth as she 
knew it, frankly informed him that if there was 
anything in the world she hated more than the 
devil it was a Methodist minister. 

The continuance of just such loving hate givs 
joy and safety to the Freethinker. L. G. REED. 


Our London Letter. 


Mr. St. George Mivart, ‘the Roman Catholic 
scientist, who was at one time a strong opponent 
of the theory of evolution propounded by Chas. 
Darwin, but who, on studying the question more 
fully, honorably acknowledged that he had been led 
to believe in the doctrin, has just published a 
magazine article on “ Happiness in Hell,” which is 
scarcely in accordance with the orthodox papal 
idea of the delights of that mythical place, as he 
conveys the impression that there is reason to 
believe the climate and company is improving on 
what it was during the Dark Ages. This is a 
great concession to advanced opinion on the part of 
one who still owes allegiance to the pope, and 
although there are many Catholics who are only 
nominally such, and hold very heterodox theories, 
their utterance of these would not carry such 
weight nor deal such a blow to the church as so 
prominent a man as Mr. Mivart. Though the 
church of Rome claims to be unchangeable in its 
views, everyone knows that this is far from the 
case, and were it not for the Jesuit faction there 
would be nothing to fear from its proselytism. 
This pernicious branch of the church would only 
be too pleased to hav the opportunity of compulsory 
conversion by means of the rack and other ingenious 
medieval instruments of torture, winding up with 
an occasional Auto-di-fé, though it is not at all 
likely that the mass of the people will ever lend 
themselvs to support such atrocities again. 

Persecution to a greater or less extent will always 
be, as it always has been, a favorit weapon in the 
hands of the clergy of all denominations of the mis- 
named Christian church, and in the country districts 
of this happy Protestant England it is carried on by 
‘the state parsons as far as lies in their power. 
They carry out this peculiar line of argument as 
far as they are able, but their power is continually 
decreasing, owing to afew honest journals who 
systematically expose their doings and act as an 
effectiv check upon their actions. That such 
things are done is not surprising when such men as 
the marquis of Ailesbury, who is not considered 
respectable enough and has been consequently 
warned off Newmarket racecourse, hav the power to 
appoint clergymen to various livings. At one time 
this eminent and worthy member of the aristocracy 
had forty presentations, but they are now reduced 
in consequence of his having sold part of his estates; 
and it is quite competent for any blackguard rich 
enough to purchase livings to hav the power of ap- 
pointment. The only wonder is that people should 
be such fools as to submit to hav a parson so 
appointed to minister to their spiritual wants, but 
they seem to fancy they must be pestered with these 
guides to paradise, and a bad one is better than 
none at all. 

That high-class Christian and erstwhile African 
filibuster Henry Stanley has given his opinion on 
missionaries and their work, which was highly ap- 
preciated by his audience who were connected with 
the Wesleyan body. He informed his hearers that 
he had met missionaries in all parts of the world, 
and although there might hav been a few who did 
not quite come up to the standard, he had seen none 
who did not deserve his esteem. As Stanley has 
such an opinion of the most meddlesome, quarrel- 
some body of individuals on tne face of the earth, 
we can fairly well judge what manner of man he is 
himself. He went on to say that “ the love that 
undertook the conversion of savage races must be 
pure, forgiving, and disinterested, abounding with 
self-sacrifice and with abiding hopefulness.” I 
cannot quite understand whether he really meant 
all he said or was only poking fun at them. “There 
were those who looked at the number of years they 
had been established and were dissatisfied with the 
result. They would find such statements in official 
reports, but the writers of these reports had for- 
gotten the simple fact that missionaries were human 
and that the savages were the most depraved speci- 
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mens of the race.” What a noble sentiment and 
how worthy of a true believer in the fatherhood of 
God and the brotherhood of Christ. Compare it 
with Thomas Paine’s: “The world is my country, 
mankind are my brethren, and to do good is my 
religion.” There is no occasion to ask which is the 
nobler sentiment of the two. 

Anthony Collins is writing a series of very inter- 
esting articles in the “Agnostic Annual” entitled 
“Stray Recollections of: a Freethinker,” which em- 
braces the history of the movement and the coun- 
try during a very momentous portion of the present 
century. The relation will, I trust, be elaborated 
- and published in book form, and, if possible, at a 
popular price, to enable the needy Freethinkers, of 
which there are many, to possess a copy. 

It-is to be regretted that prominent men in the 
Established church are giving public vent to heter- 
odox views, and it will make it all the harder for 
Freethought to find an enemy to strike, and giv a 
longer lease to the apostles of Christianity. Ina 
few years, what is now known as open and terrible 
blasphemy will be held as most orthodox, and Free- 
thinkers will hav to find fresh fields to fight in and 
new subjects to fight over. J. D. 


Reply to Otto Wettstein. 


Dear Sre: In your able and courteous letter in 
Tue Trurx Szrxer of December 31st, in reply to 
my communication of November 4th, you put some 
direct questions to me; and I take pleasure in avail- 
ing myself of the courtesy of Taz TRUTH SEEKER to 
reply to them, and at the same time to pass in re- 
view the principal points of your argument and 
correct some misapprehensions on your part as to 
my position. 

I do not find the idea of God so necessary in 
order to account for the outer material universe as 
for the inner or spiritual one, for the world of 
matter as for the world of mind. A soulless, will- 
less nature may be safely left to its. own devices, 
which must speedily resolve themselvs into one—to 
lapse into astate of inertia. For myself, who am 
conscious of possessing both soul and will (and if 
I could not demonstrate the first to Mr. Wettstein’s 
satisfaction, I could speedily convince him, at least, 
that I am well endowed with the second), some- 
thing more is necessary to solve the otherwise 
inexplicable riddle of my own existence. For I 
find in myself a ceaseless hunger and thirst after 
righteousness—an instinctiv craving for absolute 
perfection which only the Infinit can satisfy—the 
capacity to conceive of an ideal which has never 
been realized, nor ever can be save in the Deity. 

Without God and eternal life, human nature and 
human existence are a hopeless enigma and our life 
a dreary muddle. Admit the divine factor and the 
problem is solved readily, rationally, and satis- 
factorily; hence I do but take the course which 
common sense and reason dictate, viz., cease to 
squander my time on meaningless and aimless 
hypotheses, but bend my energies to the study and 
comprehension of the principles that are seen to 
underlie the trué solution. 

That “something exists” is demonstrably true. 
That “something cannot spring from nothing” 
is also self-evident. ‘hat “ existence to-day proves 
eternal existence” is a logical deduction that evi- 
dently means more to me than if does to you. To 
my mind, as well might we assume a time when the 
universe—the effect—was not, as to assume a time 
when God—the Cause—was not. 

The only existence per sein the universe, yo 
say, is matter. This statement may mean much, 
little, or nothing, according to your definition of 
matter. If you define it as science usually does as 
being whatever possesses the inseparable attributes 
of extension, ponderability, impenetrability, divisi- 
bility, and inertia, and manifests itself to our con- 
sciousness only through the five bodily senses, I 
take issue with you at once, as I am made conscious 
every moment of my life of the existence of much 
that is not matter at all, according to this defini- 
tion, though it matters a good deal to me. My 
thoughts and feelings are a very real and important 
part of me, though I can neither see, hear, smell, 
taste, nor handle them. On the other hand, only 
make your definition of matter elastic enough, and 
the term may be made to cover all degrees and 
forms of existence from the Supreme Being to the 
mote that dances in the sunbeam, in which case it 
no longer has any distinctiv meaning whatever. 

After all, what is matter, however defined, in 
itself? Do any of us know? Can science inform 
us? Material phenomena surround us on every 
side; but when we attempt to analyze them into 
their primal elements, at every step the process 
takes us further and further into the realm of the 
unknown and the unknowable. Under the search- 
ing scrutiny of science solids resolve themselvs 


into liquids, these into invisible, almost intangible 
gases, these again into undemonstrable, almost in- 


conceivable molecules or atoms, until at the final | 


analysis matter fairly eludes our grasp and Vanishes 
ghost-like from the realm of sensation, guarding 
jealously to the last the secret of its being. ‘“Canst 
thou by searching find out God?” demands Holy 
Writ. “Canst thou by analysis find out substance?” 
echoes science. When we shall hav solved the 
mystery of the latter, it may prove to be a revela- 
tion, also, of the former. «I am ”—essential Being 
—is the mystic name of God. 

But matter is also force, you say, which involves 
the converse proposition that force is matter. This 
seems to me not merely putting the cart before the 
horse, but confounding the cart with the horse, and 
insisting that both are identical. I hav not so 
learned natural philosophy. To me the distinction 
is not more marked between the Me and the Not-me 
than between the Force that acts and the Matter 
that is acted upon and furnishes the base of 
resistance. 

You designate nature as soulless and will-less, 
and in the same sentence speak of it as selecting 
genial elements and evolving into trees, flowers, 
etc. Does not selection necessarily imply choice 
and purpose, and these again desire or will? Can 
we possibly hav the one without the other? 
Thus by one stroke of the pen you hav logically 
and unavoidably endowed nature with a will, but 
Whose will? my friend, is an important question. 
Is Nature, so-called, a sentient, intelligent, self- 
existent, eternal entity? Then is Nature but an- 
other name for God. 

Let me explain here what £ mean by creation. 
Not a single arbitrary act at some remote period 
of the long-forgotten past. Creation, as I under- 
stand it, is a perpetual process, a ceaseless giving 
forth of Divine Energy which when we meet with 
it on the material plane we designate as Force, 
which is but another name for the same thing. 

Do not imagin for a moment that I believe in a 
divine idler, loafing in somnolent torpor through 
an eternity of blank ages, “in absolute dark 
vacuum” (as if the Sun of Righteousness, the true 
Light that lighteneth every man that cometh into 
the world, could ever be in the dark!), until the 
idea suddenly occurred to him to relieve the dull 
monotony by going to work and creating a universe 
out of nothing! and having furnished it with a set 
of ready-made laws, warranted to work automatic- 
ally, going to sleep again, leaving the machine to 
run itself, or only interfering occasionally when it 
threatened to run off the track. I hav no use for 
any such God as this. To me, God is essential 
Life, and life, as we know, is action. Inactivity is 
death. To my mind creation has neither beginning 
nor ending. And yet as creation is a perpetual 
work existence is ever new, because ever renewed 
from the Eternal Fount of Being: hence we are 
always “in the beginning” of some new phase of 
life, and in every beginning the creativ hand is 
visible. There never was a time—there never will 
be a time when the Creator is not creating; should 
the creativ work cease, he would cease to be the 
creator. Are ycu answered ? 

The instincti; yearning of the human heart for 
human companionship of either “persuasion” is 
but a faint reflection of the infinit desire of Infinit 
Love for objects upon which to expend itself. 
The “divine necessity of loving” is ineradicably 
impressed upon all sentient life because the Infinit 
Source of all existence is Love eternal. I cannot 
imagin a period when essential Life was not living 
and operating, when essential Love was not en- 
gaged in loving and benefiting. 

You counsel me to discard a God of perfect Wis- 
dom, and then invite me to join you in the pursuit 
of greater wisdom than the world has yet attained. 
For you are conscious of the dismal hiatus between 
what is and what should be that must impress all 
thoughtful, conscientious minds. This demand of 
yours, my friend, for higher attainments in the outer 
world to respond to the more perfect ideal within 
is, to my mind, a more convincing proof of God's 
existence than is. the whole material universe. The 
moral sense is more a stupendous miracle under the 
no-God theory than are the revolutions of the 
spheres. For it constitutes, so to speak, a sixth 
sense through which God, who is essential Good, 
must be apprehended, if at all. 

“No more Catholics, Methodists, Mohammedans, 
or Jews, but only men and brothers.” Good. But 
why stop here? Why not add: No more high or 
low, rich or poor, bond or free, learned or igno- 
rant, believers or unbelievers, saints or sinners— 
only men and brothers, which includes, of course, 
women and sisters, for it will never. do to overlook 
“t?other persuasion.” I believe in my heart this is 
what we are coming to by the grace of God and the 
power of free thought, which are not incompatible 


to my mind, and I don’t mean to be left out in the 
cold if I can help it. 

“No more devotion of time and money to the un- 
known, but only to the true, the pure, and the 
beautiful.” Good again. But can we diligently 
and faithfully pursue the true, the pure, and the 
beautiful without being irresistibly carried back to 
their Divine Source—to Him who és the Truth, the 
Way, and the Life? I confess I cannot. 

It is easy enough for me to “let the gods go,” 
but God—eternal Verity—will not let me go. 
« Whither shall I flee from thy presence?” If I look 
up into the heavens I see His Name written there © 
in characters of light by that dazzling orb which 
is His glorious type and symbol and whose quench- 
less fires are fed by His deathless energy. If I look 
abroad, beyond the limits of our solar system, I see 
the boundless paths of space gemmed with count- 
less dazzling hieroglyphics, every one of them a 
perfect system of worlds, and spelling out through 
infinitly varied combinations the same eternal Name. 
And if I take refuge from the immensity without in 
the microcosm—the little universe within—still He 
is there. The Divine footsteps echo through the 
inner halls of being and memory, and in the inmost 
chamber of the soul I am suddenly brought face to 
face with the Divine Presence through some over- 
powering conviction, and then, though I hav doubted 
with Thomas and denied with Peter, I am con- 
strained to cry out in wonder and reverence, “ My 
Lord and my God!” 

The persistent tendency of matter toward the | 
vanishing-point under scientific investigation has 
led a large and growing school of thinkers to deny 
its existence altogether, to claim that mind or spirit 
is the only real entity and that all so-called material - 
phenomena are purely subjectiv. There would seem 
to be some grounds for this assertion in the fact 
that matter so persistently declines to be interviewed. 
If the world was not created “out of nothing,” 
as theologians claim, it would certainly seem to hav 
evolved out of what is “next to nothing.” For an 
atom is no more tangible or demonstrable an entity, 
physically speaking, than a ghost. Both are pure 
deductions or assumptions, and an assumption does 
not appear, from a materialistic standpoint at least, 
like very solid material out of which to construct a 
universe unaided. 

To claim, therefore, that matter is the only exist- 
ence per se, is to make an assertion fully as inca- 
pable of material or even logical demonstration as is 
the existence of God—to my mind far more so. I 
no more know that nature exists than I know that . 
God exists; for I hav the same sort of evidence for 
the existence of both, viz., the testimony of reason 
and personal consciousness. 

I hav not space in the limits of this article, with- 
out monopolizing this whole issue of Tue Trute 
Srexer for the purpose, to meet your arguments as 
fully as they deserve, but must be content to re- 
view some of them very briefly, if I touch them at 
all. For instance: “Two infinit entities are im- 
possible.” True, but God only is infinit; nature is 
finite; and the infinit and the finite must be cor- 
relativ and coéxistent. 

Again: “A God implies being ”—granted—“ an . 
organic being ”—granted again—“ this, physical 
being ”—if by physical you mean material in the 
ordinary sense of the word, I dispute it. “An 
unlimited being is an absurdity” —not necessarily— 
“but a limited being cannot be God”—of course 
not. 

“« A God can only be conceived of in the form of 
aman.” Here you touch upon a profound necessity 
and law of human nature and in so doing strike 
the key-note of the Gospel. By man, created in 
His image, God can be apprehended only in and 
through the human image-made divine; hence the 
universal demand by all forms of religion for the 
incarnation of the deity. 

My idea of personality is not bounded by out- 
ward shape or limited by space and time. I hay 
known a vigorous, far-reaching personality to be 
lodged in a weak and diminutiv physical frame; 
while on the other hand, a large, powerful body 
may contain a puny and feeble personality. The 
essential elements of personality, as I hav shown, 
are not so many inches or ounces of organized 
matter, but the spiritual qualities of love, wisdom, 
and power, or will, intelligence, and activity. God 
is the essential Soul of the universe: the inex- ' 
haustible Source of Being; but He is likewise an 
infinitly perfect, omnipresent Personality. So 
while He dwells “in the temple of his holiness ”— 
the diyine human nature assumed at his incarna- 
tion, through which alone he may be apprehended 
by the mind and heart of man—he is at the same 
time present, as all-pervading Life, in every part of 
his boundless universe, somewhat as the sun is ever 
present with us by his energizing, fructifying beams, 
and his image is the glory of our sky, though mill- 
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ions of miles of space separate his glowing orb from 
ours. 

I do not fear to trust the Deus-Homo of my 
faith amid the blazing suns He has created and of 
whose deathless fires He is the energizing soul. God 
is a Spirit, not a clay image or idol to be knocked 
to pieces by a fast-flying world. Your thought can 
traverse the interstellar spaces to the remotest 
star without being “frozen out” in the transit. 
Your love of science can explore the sun himself 
without being “incinerated.” Are thought and 
affection absolutely nothing? Then why spend 
time and money for “the moral and intellectual 
elevation of mankind,” as you suggest, since this 
consists merely in the cultivation of nonentities ? 

Those elements of being which, divided in the 
creature, constitute the distinction of sex, are united 
in the Creator, of whom, consequently, gender can 
not be predicated, since He is the all-in-all of hu- 
manity, which in the creature is not completed in 
either man or woman taken separately, but only in 
the two united in one perfect soul. ‘For the man 
is not without the woman nor the woman without 
the man in the Lord.” 

But while science teaches us that the sun ever 
shines in undimmed splendor, we know that earth- 
born clouds and mists often arise to hide his glorious 
image from our sight. But for the seering 
anomaly of sin and suffering in the handiwork of a 
perfect Creator reflectiv minds could never hav 
doubted the love and wisdom, still le:s the exist- 
ence, of the deity. I hav not time now to enter 
upon this phase of the subject, which is capable of 
rational explanation, but you will admit, my dear 
sir, that it cannot but be comforting and sustaining 
amid the trials and tribulations, the sorrows: and 
sufferings of which we all hav our share in this 
transitory life to feel assured that through all and 
and in spite of all, eternal, changeless, unfailing 
Love dwells ever at the heart of the universe, and 
that unerring Wisdom guides and overrules all 
things for eternal and beneficent ends. 

. A. Avausta Cuapman. 

302 N. Eden st., Baltimore, Md., Jan. 18, 18938. 
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Liberal Societies. 


The meeting-room of the Manhattan Liberal 
Club in Masonic Temple was well filled with an 
attentiv audience Friday evening, January 20th, to 
listen to a most interesting lecture by Henry 
Rowley, the question being, “ Has Man a Soul?” 

Owing to a death in the family, Miss E. Schach- 
tel, the recording secretary, was unable to be pres- 
ent, and the reading of the minutes of the last 
meeting was dispensed with. After several com- 
munications had been read, the lecturer of the 
evening was introduced. Mr. Rowley had chosen 
a subject which,was calculated to excite consider- 
able controversy from the fact that a large number 
of Spiritualists were present. The lecturer dwelt 
on the derivation of the word “soul” and its usage 
at different periods. In primeval times, he said, 
when a man could not explain a phenomenon of 
nature he ascribed it to the- soul of nature, which 
he called god; in bygone ages the soul was to the 
people the unknown quantity, the a, of life. 
The pagan-Christian church accepted the doctrin 
of a material soul only because the Christian fathers 
believed that they must hav a material soul to 
burn in a material hell. The church had not always 
taught that every man had an immortal soul. St. 
Augustine was the upholder of a doctrin that is at 
the present day gaining considerable foothold 
among church people, i. e., that immortality is the 
gift of God. Mr. Rowley then took up the subject 
of consciousness and thought and argued 
from an empirical point of view. He quoted and 
dwelt at some length on the doctrin of Locke: 
« Nihil est in intellectu quod non prius fuerit in 
sensu.” Curiously enough not one of the lectur- 
er’s critics thought of retorting with the epigram 
of Leibnitz, “ Nisi intellectus ipse,” so well expli- 
cated by Kant. Mr. Rowley closed his lecture 
with an eloquent appeal to those of his audience 
‘who had found salvation in a truer and better light, 
to teach the less fortunate that there is no soul 
and that it is their duty to do whatever they can to 
better themselvs on this earth and not, at the cost 
of their present happiness, prepare themselvs for 
some place which they know nothing about because 
it does not exist. 

The first critic was Mr. Wilson McDonald, 
second vice-president of the club. He is one of 
the oldest members of the club and is an enthusi- 
astic Agnostic Spiritualist. Mr. McDonald said he 
believed there were souls because he had often re- 
ceived communications from the souls of his friends 
who had departed this life. Mr. Wilson was the 
next critic. He said that he believed there was a 
hereafter, because he had noticed that all those who 


liv pleasant lives always die a pleasant death, and 
those who liv miserable lives die miserable deaths. 
The other critics were Mr. Hoiland, Mrs. Dunlevy, 
and Mr. Moses Oppenheimer. 

Mr. Rowley’s reply to his critics was a very 
caustic one. His quick wit silenced several of the 
audience who were inclined to interrupt him with 
remarks that were not quite pertinent. He took 
each of the critics separately, and, with the excep- 
tion of Mr. Oppenheimer, treated them “ without 
gloves,” so to speak. 

On January 27th, Dr. William H. Von Swartwout 
will lecture on “The Potency and Promis of 
Modern Science.” 


The regular meeting of the Brooklyn Philosoph- 
ical Association was held last Sunday in the Fra- 
ternity rooms, Bedford avenue and South Second 
street. Mr. Henry Rowley, secretary of the asso- 
ciation, was the lecturer. By the time he stepped 
forward to speak there was not a vacant seat in 
the hall. Joseph Warwick, president of the associ- 
ation, presided. The lecture was on “Prophecy 
and Miracle.” «“ Like many other words used by 
theologians, the word prophet,” said Mr. Rowley, 
“has been twisted into something it never meant 
in ancient times. It originally meant a singer, 
musician, seer, or one wise in divine things. 
Abraham was called a prophet; so was Aaron, the 
brother of Moses. A good idea of the original 
usage of the word is given in 1 Sam. x, 5, 6.” The 
lecturer then read the various prophecies that are 
supposed to refer to the coming of Christ, and 
showed how the writers of the New Testament 
had endeavored to make him the long-promised 
messiah. 

Mr. Rowley then took up the second part.of his 
lecture, “ Miracle.” He gave the different defini- 
tions of the word according to various theologians, 
and answered each in a manner that elicited much 
applause. 

There were a number of critics, of whom Messrs 
Sullivan, Hansen, and Bellows took the same ground 
as the lecturer. It was in answering his adverse 
critics that the lecturer’s keen wit came into play. 

Next Sunday the entire afternoon will be devoted 
to celebrating the birthday of Thomas Paine. 


The Newark Liberal League held a very success- 
ful meeting last Suniay afternoon at No. 177 
Halsey street. Mr. Bird, president of the League, 
was the principal speaker of the day. His subject 
was “The Godly or the Godless.” His critics 
were Mrs. Smith, Dr. Wright, Mr. Walker, and Mr. 
Gillen. The members of the League are activly en- 
gaged in raising a fund for a larger and more 
commodious hall. Next Sunday afternoon the 
birthday of Thomas Paine will be celebrated with 
appropriate ceremonies. 


To the Freethinkers in the State of Minnesota. 


In view of the approaching election of a United 
States Senator in the above state, I addressed 
an official letter to each candidate, asking for their 
particular views upon our principles and objects. 

Among the questions asked were, their position 
upon - 

i “The taxation of church property upon an 
equality with all other property.” 

2. « The keeping of our public schools absolutely 
free from any and all religious influences.” 

3. «The abrogation of all so-called ‘Sunday laws’ 
and especially the repeal of the recent law closing 
the World’s Fair on that day.” 

Among the answers that I hav received from the 
candidates is the following: 


Mrynearouis, Minn., Dec. 31, 1892. 

Jons R. CHARLESWORTH, Secretary Freethought Fed- 
eration of America, Chicago, Ill., My Dear Sir: Yours 
from Spokane, Wash., under date of 26th inst., is at 
hand, and I hasten to reply. 

If I am a candidate for the United States Senate it is 
of a party so largely in the minority that there is not the 
remotest prospect of an election; but nevertheless I am 
pleased to avail myself of the opportunity your letter 
offers to testify to the faith that is in me regarding the 
matters touched upon by your questions. , $ 

First, Iam not in favor of ‘* putting God in the Con- 
stitution,” am irrevocably opposed to uniting church and 
state. 

Second, I can see no good reason why church propert 
should not be taxed: in fact Iam in favor of taxing all 
property, in which event the per cent of taxation would 
be so small that taxes would not be burdensome to the 
poorest church society. : 

hird, I am in favor of absolutely non-sectarian 
schools. : PE ‘ i 

Four, The World’s Fair, public libraries, art galleries, 
parks, elds, and woods should be open to the public on 
Sundays, and the world’s toilers should be encouraged— 
even helped—to visit them on that day. 

Very respectfully yours, S. M. Owen. 


In view of the above statement so definit and 


clear one cannot help being struck with admira- 
tion at the candor of the writer. 
Jonn R. CHARLESWORTH, 
Sec. Freethought Federation of America. 


How slowly, as a consequence of its dependence, 
the conception of causation evolves, a glance at the 
evidence shows. We hear with surprise of the 
savage who, falling down a precipice, ascribes the 
failure of his foothold to a malicious demon; and 
we smile at the kindred notion of the ancient 
Greek, that his death was prevented by a goddess 
who unfastened for him the thong of the helmet by 
which his enemy was dragging him. But daily, 
without surprise, we hear men who describe them- 
selvs as saved from shipwreck by “ divine interposi- 
tion,” who speak of having “ providentially ” missed 
a train which met with a fatal disaster, and who 
call it a “mercy” to hav escaped injury from a 
falling chimney-pot—men who, in such cases, rec- 
ognize physical causation no more than do the un- 
civilized. The Veddah who thinks that failure to 
hit an animal with his arrow resulted from inade- 
quate invocation of an ancestral spirit, and the 
Christian priest who says prayers over a sick man 
in the expectation that the course of his disease will 
be so stayed, differ only in respect of the agent 
from whom they expect supernatural aid and the 
phenomena to be altered by him: the necessary re- 
lations among causes and effects are tacitly ignored 
by the last as much as by the first. Deficient be- 
lief in causation is, indeed, exemplified even in those 
whose disciplin has been specially fitted to generate 
this belief—even in men of science. For a genera- 
tion after geologists had become uniformitarians in 
geology, they remained catastrophists in biology ; 
while recognizing none but natural agencies in the 
genesis of the earth’s crust, they ascribed to super- 
natural agency the genesis of the organisms on its 
surface. Nay more—among those who are con- 
vinced that living things in general hav been 
evolved by the continued interaction of forces ev- 
erywhere operating, there are some who make an 
exception of man, or who, if they admit that ‘his 
body has been evolved in the same manner as the 
bodies of other creatures, allege that his mind has 
been not evolved but specially created. If, then, 
universal aud necessary causation is only now ap- 
proaching full recognition, even by those whose in- 
vestigations are daily reillustrating it, we may ex- 
pect to find it very little recognized among men at 
large, whose culture has not been calculated to im- 
press them with it, and we may expect to find it 
least recognized by them in respect of those classes 
of phenomena amid which, in consequence of their 
complexity, causation is most difficult to trace—the 
psychical, the social, the moral.— Herbert Spencer. 


Lectures and Meetings. 


Jonn R. CHARLESWORTH’S lecture appointments are: 
Silverton, Ore... ‚Fob. 1/El Monte, Cal. Mar. 1 


Barlow Ore...... i 8-5 | Santa Ana, Le eE 5 
Grass Valley, Cal ** 8,9}San Pasqual, ‘© ‘* 6-8 
San Jose, «& «e 42-14] Tucson, Ariz....... ‘€ 23-26 
Selma, 16, 17 Albuquerque, N.M.“ 81 
Merced, E Nae 19 $ “ April 1, 2 
Savanah, te ts 27 | Trinidad, Col...... “ 47 
El Monte, ee 28| Leadville, “ ...... “ 10-12 
He will return via Arizona, New Mexico, Colorado, 
Nebraska, and Iowa. Friends in those states desiring 


lectures should address him at 345 West Randolph street, 
Chicago, IL 

J. E. Remssore will start East early in January. His 
list of appointments, as far as arranged, is as follows: 


Findlay, O..........Jan.80, 31| Worcester, Masa..Feb. 12 

as ee: .. Fob. 1j Cotuit, Mass....... ss 13 
Cleveland, O.. se... §* 2| Osterville, Mass... ‘‘ 14 
East Otto, N. Y... *“ 8 | Manchester, Conn ‘‘ 15 
Newark, N. Y...... ‘ | 4| Bristol, Conn....... «16 
Constantia, N. Y.. ‘‘ 5| New York, N. Y.. “ 17 
De Ruyter, N. Y. ‘“ — 6] Orange, Irsiy u 18 
Glens Falls, N. Y. ‘“ 7-9| Newark, N. J....... “ 19 
Saratoga, NÑ. Y...“ 10 Philadelphia, Pa.. “ 19 
Hartford, Conn... ‘E 11| Lebanon, Pa....... ae 20 
Boston, Mass....... s£ 12| Washington, D.C. ‘‘ 21 


Appointments to be filled on his way West will be an- 
nounced later. 

W. S. Beur’s lectures: Waterloo, Ind., January 25th 
and 26th; North Baltimore, O., January (27th; Dayton, 
O., January 28th; Cincinnati, O., January 29th; Gilles- 
pieville, O., January 30th and 31st; Middlefield, O., 
February 1st and 2d; Ferndale, O., February 3d; Pitts- 
burgh, Pa., February 5th; Philadelphia, Pa., February 
12th; Boston, Mass., February 19th. He is open for en- 
gagements to lecture on his return to Chicago during 
February and March. 


Tae Newark Liberal League will observe the fifteenth 
anniversary of its formation and the birthday of Thomas 
Paine at thesame time. Mr. Henry Rowley, of Brooklyn, 
will lecture on ‘‘ Thomas Paine, His Life and Work.” 

Tae Liberal League holds sessions at Industrial Hall, 
Broad and Wood streets, Philadelphia, Sundays, at 2:30 
and 7:30 r.m. On January 29th, Mr. Samuel P. Putnam 
will pada the Paine celebration oration. Lectures and ` 
debater. > 
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Petters of Friends. 


Let the Good Work Go On. 


Der Norte, Cor., Jan. 7, 1898. 
Mr. Eprror: Please find inclosed $5, 


for which send the following books. Let 


the good work go on. Lam, 
. Yours for Truth and Liberty, 
f Mus. M. A. JEROME. 


Back Numbers Furnished. 
Garnet, Kan., Jan. 9, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: As I hav, with very few 


exceptions, the unbroken files of Tu. 
_Trura SEEKER for ten or twelve years 


back, I will send to anyone wanting single 
copies if they will remit return postage 
and two-cent stamp for my trouble; or if 
more than one copy is wanted, at the rate 
of three for two two-cent stamps and post- 
age. I will supply almost any number 
wanted within the time before mentioned 
to the person applying personally or ad- 
dressing Box 190, Garnet, Kan. 
Very respectfully, CHARLES GREGG. 


The Preacher Looked for Ingersoll 

First. . 

ATLANTA, GA., Jan. 10, 1898. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed please find $1 for 
which send me the herein-named books. 
Atlanta is a much priest-ridden city. In 
fact, I hav only been able to find two out- 
spoken Freethinkers since I came to this 
place, two months ago. The Rev. Sam 
Small preaches here, and has as large a 
turnout as do the operas. I went to hear 
him a few nights ago, but he disgusted 
me so that I hav not gone back again. He 
attacked Colonel Ingersoll’s doctrin, but 
looked all over the house first to see that 
the colonel was not listening. I would 
hav given a half a cent, and a dollar to 
boot, if Ingersoll had been in the audi- 
ence to pull him down alittle. Wishing 
the Editor and readers of THe TRUTH 

SEEKER a Happy New Year, 
Yours for freedom, 
S. B. PRICE. 


Considerateness in Argument. 
Grattan, Micu., Jan. 10, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: I hav just read in Taz 
Trura SEEKER of the 7th inst. your edi- 
torial, ‘‘The Design Argument,” and am 
constrained to congratulate you on the 
spirit, tone, and temper, as well as ability, 
it manifests. Also I send my esteem to 
Mr. Anderson for his ‘‘ Please think care- 
fully on my mental difficulty and help me 
out of it, my brother, if you see the way 
out yourself.” Let us all try to help each 
other to reason together in that spirit and 
you may do much in that way for the 
cause of Liberal Freethought. During 
the past year I think there has been a 
marked improvement in Tue Truru 
Szexer in that respect. Arguments should 
be strong and forcible, but may be more 
effectual if clothed in language that draws 
opponents to us rather than repels, by 
friendly words of truth and soberness. 
‘<A little word in kindness spoken,” ete., 
is the better way. CONVERSE CLOSE. 


Here Is a Pleasant Mountain Breeze. 
Bop, CAL., Jan. 10, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: We liv, move, and hav a 
being in the Golden state, nine thousand 
feet above the sea level in a mining town 
on the eastern slope of the Sierra Nevada 
mountains. And as you will see by the 
following list of Freethinkers, we read 
and digest in our brain both ancient 
and modern writers, and hav decided that 
Nature is our only true Good. Disobey 
Nature’s laws and we here on this earth 
suffer: the penalty. Other life we know 
naught of. However that may be when 
we quit. this life, we are prepared for what 
there is to be. . Nature is our dictator and 
guardian. Honor is a true principle, 
virtue its guidance. We all hav a Bible 
and all read it the same as other history. 
Our mountains are full of Freethinkers. 
Some are cautious and will not express 
their views on religion or politics for fear 
of offending and losing the friendship of 
some one in position or their patronage in 
trade. 

Would that we could hav a good Lib- 
eral talker with us to lecture two or three 
evenings and spread the facts before us 
like a map, But then we are po isolated 
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call on us. 
and pity the hypocrit. N. J. SALISBURY. 


Obdurate Heathen. 
Concorpis, Kan., Jan. 9, 1893. 


send sample copies. 


so far. 
ereed-bound neighborhoods on earth. 
We hav all the different religions im- 
-aginable, from the Presbyterian up to the 
Latter Day Saints’. About ninety-nine 
per cent of the people look as if they were in 
the last stage of dyspepsia, so you see 


they are rather a tough set to tackle with 


Tur TRUTH SEEKER, especially with Hes- 
ton’s finishing touch. I hav a round-up 
now and then, but I am going to keep ‘“‘at 
"em. ” 

I hav been taking your paper for sev- 
eral years, and could not get along with- 
outit. Ilikeits present management as 
well as the past. I fully indorse Mr. 


. Charlesworth’s suggestion with regard to 


the future success of the Freethought 
Federation. I would like ‘to hear from 
others on the same. Where are Uncle 
John Peck, Will S. Andres, and B. R. 
Anderson? I hope they hav not dropped 
out for good. You may send me some of 


‘the ‘‘ Text-Book ” pages. 


Yours for Liberty, 
J. L. Bownine. 


A Bible Bungle. 


Neoua, Ià., Jan. 11, 1893. 

Mr. Eptror: I hav just received the 
second copy of Tae TRUTH SEEKER through 
the agency of Mr. Ẹ. O. Howard and am 
patiently waiting for- the next. I gave one 
to a friend who isa firm adherent to the 
consecrated wafer doctrin. 
_ Now, I hava problem from the Bible 
(devil’s encyclopedia of crimes) that I wish 
te submit to any pulpit-pounder, amen 
man, or sanctified yelper. In 2 Chron. 
xxi, 20, we find the following: ‘‘ Thirty 
and two years old was he when he began 
to reign, and he reigned in Jerusalem eight 


years and departed without being desired. 
Howbeit they buried him in the city of 


David but not in the sepulchers of the 
kings.” In the succeeding chapter we find 
these words: ‘‘And the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem made Ahaziah his youngest son 
king in his stead, for the band of men that 
came with the Arabians to the camp had 
slain all the eldest. So Ahaziah the son 
of Jehoram king of Judah reigned. Forty 
and two years old was he when he began 
to reign.” By an inspection of history 
we find the son was crowned the same 
year in which his father died. Thirty-two 
years, age of father at coronation, plus 
eight, length of reign, would make him 
forty at death. But the same year this 
king’s son was forty-two! Intelligent 
young man—two years older than his dad, 
and the youngest, too! Now, if the young- 
est son in this remarkable family was two 
years older than his papa, how much older 
than the old man were the other kids who 
were slain? Many times when solicited 
by my pupils to demonstrate a problem I 
think of referring them to Jas. i, 5. How- 
ever, some of them might turn the tables 
on me and asa refutation refer me to the 
first part of the last sen' ence of Jer. xv, 18. 
With success to Taz TRUTH Srexer, I 
am, Respectfully, W. J. THOMPSON. 


Will Never Expect Sense in Sermons 
Again. . 
A Newron, Ia., Jan. 12, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: As I never see any account 
in your paper of what is going on in this 
part of the Lord’s vineyard, I thought I 
would let you know we hav fourteen shops 
from which the gospel is retailed. There 
is a good deal of competition for the trade 
of the town, which contains three thou- 
sand people. Wedo not hav to wait six 
months before we are members in good 
standing. After declaring our intention 
of becoming such, they ask us to join 
in with them regardless of our belief. 
All that we need to do is to go to church, 
pay the preecher, and hav all the fun out 
of the church sociables we can get. They 


from the regular thoroughfare that it 
would be a hardship for a good lecturer to 
We are happy in our belief 


This Missionary Has Lit On Peculiarly 


Mr. Eprror: I will send you a few 
names of gentlemen whom I know to be | 
rather Liberal-minded, to whom you may 
I hav been trying to 
get some new subscribers, but hav failed 
I believe I liv in one of the worst 


ject to. 


preacher. I hav been several times since, 


kind, but évery time hav been disap- 


pointed, so I hav come to the conclusion 
that life is too short and time too precious 


to be thrown away in listening to them. 


We had Franklin Steiner, irom Des 


Moines, Sunday, the 8th, who gave two 
lectures to small but very appreciativ au- 
diences. He is quite a young man, of good 
address, an interesting speaker, well able 
to present the objections that Secularists 
take to the Christian religion. 
be encouraged by all Freetbinkers. 


With regard to the management of the 


paper I am well satisfied, and hoping that 
you will soon be released from your 
financial strait, I remain, 

Yours truly, A. WADSWORTH. 


Impassioned Appeal for Liberty and 
Truth. ; 
Vera Cruz, IND., Jan. 11, 1898. 

Mr. Eprror: Longer neglect may be a 
crime, for why should we permit our 
thoughts to lie dormant when all around 
us we see not only the weeds of super- 
stitious error and folly thrive and blossom 
but the deadly fruits felling our fellow- 
beings on the right and left? 

Winter time is revival time. During a 
short time here under my immediate ob- 
servations two victims from an overdose 
of religion were handcuffed and dragged 
to the insane asylum at Richmond, Ind., 
as raving maniacs. Such results are almost 


unbearable toanintelligent Freethivker. I- 


feel it to be a duty to address our legisla- 
ture not only for investigation but fora 
remedy, especially since the whole flock, 
sheep, goats, and asses, seem disposed to 
conceal the real cause of the shocking con- 
dition of the victims. 

“I hav known deeper wrongs. I that 
speak to you” see daily our dear youths, 


bright-eyed boys and girls with tender, 
giant little intellects and hearts pure and 
simple, utterly robbed of reason, and the 
fangs of credulity gradually fastened upon 


them. And when reason begins to dawn 


within them they are informed that they | 


are all too utterly depraved by nature to 
understend the things pertaining to their 
best interest. By the time they are cate- 
chised they are prepared to seek out a 
mental thralldom, willing to crush down 
any thought of doubt regarding the ab- 
surd creeds they had instilled during the 
prime period of development. 

Hence the selfish tendency of govern- 
ments, the disregard of the sacredness of 
life, the cruelty in society and in the 
homes. 

A religion that claims for its author 
plood and tyranny and eternal punish- 
ment could not be expected to bring any- 
thing but such deplorable results. 

Lovers of justice, truth, and liberty, 
who hay at heart the elevation and happi- 
ness of the human race, let us earnestly 
but winningly expose the errors which 
surround: us. Let us consider that this 
monstrosity is supported by money, the 
ruler of the world, in the churches from 
high carnival to the penny-box to relieve 
the rich of their surplus and to rob the 
poor of their hard earnings. 

When, oh, when will the people permit 
the wool of blindness to be drawn from 


their enslaved vision? 


Let us liv pure lives to the best of our 
knowledge, and truth in our hands shall 
triumph. The next time I write I shall 
say something. Yours for Freethought, 

J. J. M. MILER. 


Polygamy, and Other Vileness of the 
Bible. 
Sr. Lovis, Mo., Jan. 18, 1898. 

An Ex-CHRISTIAN TO THE READERS OF 
Tar Trute Seeker: In the December 4th 
issue of the St. Louis Globe- Democrat is 
an account of Mormonism, by Mrs. Pratt, 
a sufferer and a victim. When listening 
to the teachings of Joseph Smith she 
thought she heard the voice of a prophet 


divine, a man chosen of the Lord, with 


sometimes preach a sermon in which the 
most radical would find very little to ob- 
Such sermons are sops thrown 
out to catch Freethinkers. I am sorry to 
say that they hav drawn quite a number 
of professed Liberals in. I listened to 
one of these sermons and was so well sat- 
isfied I could not help congratulating the 


expecting to hear some more of the same 


He should 


ways of godliness,‘actions of kindness and 
love. He took the Bible for his rule of 
faith and practice. People thonght and 
still think that from the inspired word 
could come no lies. From the doctrin of 
love could spring no fires of hate. In 
this they are wrong. To speak the truth 
against the lies inspired places God’s 
temple in danger of destruction from 
God’s people. To differ on points of 
superstition has in the past been a 
perilous undertaking. Monopolists of 
vice and corruption, priests were zealous 
in the enforcement of the tenet ‘‘ unques- 
tioned obedience.” To think was a crime; 
to reason, blasphemy. 

The Christian may disavow the doctrin 
of plurality of wives. In this is he not an 
Infidel? Can the teachings of an unchang- 
ing God be altered? Can God correct his . 
own work? Can he correct himself? Ifa 
thing was right in Genesis, why should it 
be wrong in Revelation? Christians of 
to-day condemn human slavery, yet the 
God who said ‘‘ Love thy neighbor as thy- 
self” commanded the enslavement of an 
unfortunate people. For whatreason? A 
boy laughed at the frolics of a drunken 
man and his posterity should bow beneath 
chains. Had Noah used his reason instead 
of wine would he hav been drunk? 

We are told that water can be no purer 
than its fountain, yet the water of life, 
spiritual life, issues from this receptacle 
of corruption. There is no doubt that the 
church is better now than a few hundred 
years ago. We admit this. For this im- 
provement there must be a cause. Is the 
cause of improvement in the church? No. 
The creeds are as dangerous as ever. It 
is man that hasimproved. The few brave 
souls who lifted their voices in behalf of 
man, of the rights of man, are the source 
of this improvement. ‘Such men as Vol- 
taire, Hugo, Paine, and our own brave 
Ingersoll whom the church would gladly 
exile to climates warm, hav brought about ` 
this change. As men advance along the 
pathway of truth they will find it solid 
underfoot and well lit by the torch of 
reason. Superstition’s dark and marshy 
way for want of travelers must be closed, 
and in time will pass from out the memory 
of man. JOSEPH REILLY. 


Obituary. 
Decatur, Inu., Dec. 23, 1892. 

Mr. Eprror: Maurice D. Leahy is dead. 
This announcement can bring joy to no 
breast—it must bring sorrow to the hearts 
of all true Liberals who hav heard his 
name and fame. There was no baseness 
in his nature; every thought was pure and 
ennobling. He was the most unselfish 
man I ever met. And, while ambitious, 
his ambition was of the kind which seeks 
to promote the welfare of all mankind 
without thought of personal advantage. 
Conscious of his own power, comprehend- 
ing the weakness of others, ‘he valiantly 
led them onward to intellectual warfare, 
glorying not in the struggle except for the 
fruits it promised—‘‘ Universal Mental 
Liberty!” 

Truth, right, honesty, and virtue were 
words of meaning to him; falsehood, 
wrong, dishonesty, and immorality re- 
ceiving no countenance at his hands. He 
lived above his fellows, yet kindly sought 
to lift them to his plane. His conception 
of life and its duties was of the highest 
possible order, and it required no special 
effort on his part to liv up to his ideal. 

While naturally aggressiv, he also pos- 
sessed a sound judgment and acted with 
calmness and deliberation, showing suffi- 
cient conservatism to insnre practica- 
bility. Politically, he was a worshiper of 
Jefferson, and an admirer of Cleveland, 
whose famous tariff message he styled 
‘Our Second Declaration of Independ- 
ence.” The able poem bearing this name ` 
appeared in the Cairo Bulletin of Nov. 22, 
1891, and may hav helped to secure the 
nomination of Cleveland for the campaign 
of 1892, as it was widely quoted and fired 
the Cleveland heart. Professor Leahy 
was an earnest, eloquent speaker, a brill- 
iant writer, and combined the elements of - 
poet, philanthropist, philosopher, and 
statesman. Had he lived a few years 
longer doubtless his voice would hav been 
heard in Congress. His highly sympa- 
thetic nature made him the friend of the 
oppressed, and with voice and. pen he 


pleaded their cause, appealing to the better 
judgment of men. To him it did not 
seem fitting that such a high civilization 
as ours should breed and foster abject 
poverty and want. - 

After leaving Liberal, which he had 
helped to found, he became president of 
the Business College of Hutchinson, Kan. ; 
later accepted a chair in the faculty of the 
college at Great Bend, Kan., and still 
later the principalship of the high school 
at Cairo, IlL, and with tha close of this 
year there his life- work ceased. In all of 
these places he had served with credit and 
honor and greatly endeared himself to 
those with whom he came in contact. 

Last Fourth of July Prof. M. D. Leahy 
was my guest and for the last time, 
Bronchial catarrh soon claimed him for 
its victim, and, after months of suffering, 
he sleeps in the public cemetery at Osage 
Mission, Kan., where loving hands laid 
him with appropriate ceremonies. He 
died Sept. 27, 1892, aged twenty-seven 
years, seven months, and nineteen days. 
He died a Freethinker.. In his death we 
lose an ideal man, but his example will 
not ‘be lost, and his words, whether by 
tongue or pen, will liv forever. 

W. S. ALLISON. 


Communication from Christ. 
GILLESPIEVILLE, O., Dev. 17, 1892. 

Drar Mr. EDITOR, TRUTH SEEKER 
Frrenps, AND Att Wom Ir may Cox- 
OERN: We desire to apprise you of the 
honor recently conferred upon us. Indi- 
vidual honors are generally of but little 
importance to the public; but we con- 
sider this to be of importance to the whole 
world. Previously we were quite obscure 
and unknown; but as great honors and 
great mysteries always descend to the 
lowly, it is not strange that we should be 
so exalted above our fellows. This honor 
comes in the form of a miracle, as usual, 
although it is well authenticated that since 
Christ’s time there hav been no miracles. 
Nevertheless, we hav received a letter 
from Jesus Christ purporting to hav been 
written and posted at New York city. At 
least, we hav received one so signed, as 
described in my husband’s letter in Tun 
TRUTH SEEKER of the 7th. 

Now, friends, look to yourselvs. Pre- 


viously we hav always had a great desire 
to visit the metropolis of our country, but 
You could 


please excuse us at present. 
not now hire us to come within a hundred 
leagues of your much-honored city.. We 
feel for you, friends; but we are very 
thankful we cannot reach you. We sup- 


pose this to be the second advent of the 
messiah. In wat guise he has made his 


appearance, this time, we know not. 
Look about you, friends, and discover 


whether or not you hay recently had any 


miraculous conceptions among you. It 


is our opinion you hav, and this savior is 


like Kallikrates, who died and after two 
thousand years was born again. 

It.is so long since the first advent of 
Jesus Christ, that what his promises were 
for the second is in our mind a little 
vague. However, it will not tax our 


memories much to recall what the first 


brought. He says, ‘‘Suppose ye I am 
come to giv peace on earth? I tell ye 
nay; but rather division” (Luke xii, 51). 
“Tor I am come to set a man at variance 
with his father, and a daughter against 
her mother, and a daughter-in-law against 
her mother-in-law” (Matt. x, 84). “And 
the brother shall deliver the brother up to 
death, and the father the child, and the 
children shall rise up against their par- 
ents and cause them to be put to 
death ” (Matt. x, 21). ‘* Think not that I 
am come to send peace on earth. I come 
not to send peace on earth, but a sword ” 
(Matt, x, 34). ‘‘He that hath no sword 
let him sell his garment and buy one” 
(Luke xxii, 36). Jesus also spoke of those 
who did not believe his teachings as fools, 
hypocrits, vipers, etc. Now, friends, we 
repeat, look to yourselvs; for we fear you 
may be in. danger of hell-fire and damna- 
tion. Think of the pent-up wrath of God, 
that has been gathering, like a tempest, 
might and strength throughout the ages, 
about. to. burst over your defenseless 
heads. He must in that time hav laid up 
many a grudge against you. Further- 
more, he informs us that the fluid in his 


yeins is not water but blood. Now, for- 


THE TROTH SEEKER, 


so harmless as water. 
pelled to answer, probably we might hav 
said it was something of a very com- 
bustible nature. 


merly we said the fluid in his followers’ 
veins was vitriol, but we never undertook 
to define what his was, though we pever 
for a moment supposed it was anything 
Had we been com- 


-In conclusion we will add, should any 

of our friends receive similar communica- 
tions, however vague, we implore them 
not to treat the matter lightly, for the 
safety and welfare of our bodies, if not 
our immortal souls, may depend on our 
keeping out of sight. We remain, your 
much honored and thoroughly frightened 
friend, HERRISSA Marre Cryper. 


A Product of Religion. 
: ELSINORE, Car., Jan. 5, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: During the‘ past week I 
had occasion to visit the city of San Diego, 
and Tuesday morning I was awakened by 
the unearthly moanings and miseries of 
an unfortunate young lady who had 
become suddenly insane at the hotel 
during the night. Upon investigation I 
found she had been attending some meet- 
ings in connection with a Presbyterian 
Young People’s Christian Endeavor con- 


‘+ vention. 


The statement made by the press that she 
had attended a Spiritual meeting was in- 
tended to shield the guilty parties who 
worked the ‘‘overflow” business, and 
who, while they are perhaps no worse 
than Spiritualists, nevertheless occur in 
larger numbers at San Diego, and hence 
throw the blame on the weaker party by 
virtue of their heavenly father’s political 
influence in the ‘City of Bay-and- 
Climate.” 

The meetings held each evening were 
called ‘‘ overflow meetings,” and this sad 
case was a portion of the overflow afore- 
said. It seems that this young girl had 
been led astray and seduced by a promi- 
nent follower of the example set by ‘‘our 
savior ” when he used to make those sud- 
den and unexpected historical pilgrimages 
across country from Jerusalem to Jericho 
in company with the Marys and Marthas 
and the devil of holy remembrance. When 
this sanctified cuss found out how matters 
were he at once hastened to make one of 
those forced marches, and is now doubt- 
less preaching the gospel and following 
the example of his distinguished prede- 
cessor in some remote part of Washing- 
ton, Whenhe had disappeared the un- 
fortunate girl could only find comfort and 
solace in the company of the heavenly 
protector of whom she had heard so much 
favorable report, through the medium of 
these ‘‘ overflow” meetings where she was 
continually reassured that ‘‘all things 
are possible with God,” and that ‘‘his 
ways are not as our ways,” which latter 
she has only found out to her shame at 
the sacrifice of her reason, her property, 
and her virtue. During all that day 
until night it became my duty as a human 
being to protect her life against her own 
hands, while the necessary red tape was 
being measured off so that she might re- 
ceive the needed care and accommodations 
at the county hospital, and during all of 
which time not one solitary ministering 
angel or professor of the sustaining re- 
ligion of Jesus Christ and him crucified 
putin an appearance.: Of all the heart- 
rending, pity-inspiring scenes I hav ever 
witnessed this was the most wretchedly 
piteous. Having given her confidence to 
aman on accountof his supposed com- 
panionship with God, she had been led 
astray, betrayed, deserted, and had 
fallen. In the excitement and exorbitant 
statements and promises of a series of 
“overflow meetings ” is it any wonder she 
went crazy when these promises were not 
realized? Often in her frenzy she would 
mistake me for her heavenly father, which 
of course I strenuously denied, and, fall- 
ing upon her knees, implore my forgiv- 
ness, which I could not deny, asking me 


to take her to heaven at once away from |. 


the world of friends who had deserted her 
in her hour of need. Sometimes, in oc- 
casions of more rational moments, she 
would imagin that I was the devil, when 
she would crouch down like a frightened 
animal and emit the most hellish, ear- 
splitting shrieks ever described by those 
pious partners of God, Milton and Dante, 


lot of good to 
York presbytery at last, after very 
lengthy investigation in which no stone 
has been left unturned to convict Pro- 
fessor Briggs of heresy, has, to its eternal 
honor, sided in with the professor who in 
his iraugural address claimed that there 
are errors in holy writ; that Moses did 


glorious admissions. 
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in their lurid pen- portraits of portions 
of the secommodation below prepared for 
those who refuse to believe it. 


But to make a long story short, 1 suc- 


ceeded in convincing her that God had 
sent me for her—being thus compelled at 
last to use one of his infernal deceptions— 
and succeeded in removing her to quarters 
where Infidels could administer the kind- 
ness of humanity. 


If you think I refrained from unbosom- 


ing any of my thoughts on the ‘‘ beauty 
and power of religion” that evening, for 
fear of hurting the tender feelings of 
any dear religious soul who now rushed 
in to offer assistance, and information to 
newspaper reporters, youare mistaken and 
do not know me as well as someof my 
pious neighbors do. 


F. H. HEALD. 


Eloquent Portraiture of the Church. 
BravrorD, Pa., Jan. 5, 1898. 

Mr. Epitor: It does me an immense 

learn that the New 


not write the first five books in the Bible, 


known as the Pentateuch; that Tsaiah 


wrote but few, if any, of the manuscripts 
in the book bearing his name. These are 
These are what 
the Infidels hav been contending for 
for many long years. For thero same ad- 
missions thousands of the bravest of the 
human race hay been burnt at the stake, 
torn asunder upon the rack, stoned to 
death in dungeons, lingeringly suifured 
and died in exile, met death under the 
collar of torture, had their feet crushed in 
iron bovts—in short, suffered all the tort- 
ures of the fabled damned! 

Just think of it, ® presbytery in the 
nineteenth century, and in New York city, 
at that price has made the admission that 
Moses was an impostor, and also his in- 


spired friend Isiiah. The Infidels hav 


forced them to do these things, A pres- 
bytery in Detroit, Mich., not long ago 
did away forever with infant damnation, 
If we listen now very attentivly we can 
hear John Calvin in his grave groaning 
that pious Presbyterian groan, and thump- 
ing the walls of his grave in Christian 
fury and calling out in his religious in- 
sanity, ‘You infernal heretics, isn’t that 
what T taught you?” Ah, John, your 
followers hav slightly fallen away from 
your harsh ideas, and they are to-day try- 
ing to make amends for your ignorance, 
and the suffering and misery you caused 
by your infernal influence, in the legacy 
you left that part of the human race 
who unfortunately happened to follow 
you. 

There is yet an immense lot to be done 
in the line of retribution. We ask now 
that every other religion along with the 
Presbyterian quit telling lies about Infi- 
dels, and giv them a little credit where it 
belongs. Professor Briggs has, it is re- 
ported, quoted from the works of Thomas 
Paine, which made up part of his memo- 
rable inauguraladdress, These things will 
go down in history, and Thomas Paine 
will reap the harvest of his great labors, 
It will take some time to educate the 
church, but these things must eventually 
come. Ignorance cannot always pre- 
dominate. The champions and their 
creeds will be educated, for in the nature 
of things this must needs come to pass. 
We hav read with tears in our eyes of the 
persecutions and murderings of all those 
infernal dcgmas. We hav seen encugh 
of the brute nature of man displayed, 
and we ask you Christian creeds and 
champions one and all to make acknowl- 
edgment, giv back in an excuse (it is all 
ye can giv) Bruno’s ashes, with those of 
Voltaire. Giv us back the burnt ashes 
of tbe bones of Wycliff, that lay reposing 
for forty years in the grave and were then 
exhumed and burnt, to appease the wrath 
of your infernal God: You hyenas, return 
the ashes of John Huss, who was guaran- 
teed all the protection necessary to go 
from his home on a long journey to the 
council of Constance, where you perfidi- 
ous monsters put him to death. 

Side with the Presbyterians just for 


once, as far as making a truthful admis- 
sion is concerned, and in good time the 
Infidels will undoubtedly forgivy you for 
the wrongs perpetrated against the haman 
race. 
concerning the five million human beings 
that the Catholics hav in the years past 
put to death with that most infernal of all 
contrivances, the 
Go into France, Spain, Italy, Portugal, 
England, and Scotland, and see the piles 
of human bones that are to-day bleaching 
and whitening beneath the sun and rain, 
the results of the fierce hatred and bigotry 
of the champions of Christianity. No 
sane man can hay avy respect for dogmas 
and creeds that caused so much human 
woe as he reads of in the profane histories 
of the world. Remove the secular laws 
and governments, and the Catholic church 
would do all in its power to return the 
human race back to chaos and eidest 
night. 
and ignorant priests, popes, and the like 


I do not purpose to speak hers 


Catholic Inquisition. 


In a couple of centuries bigoted 


would again be taking it upon themselvs 


to burn, slay, and crucify the populace for 
the glory of their God, the most infernal 


of all the monsters ever conceived by the 


imagination of man. 


Since I hav read the histories of the 
largest number of the Christian sects and 
hav seen what the race has suffered in the 
long night, I hav concluded L would do 
what little I can against the further in- 
fluence of ecclesiasticism, with its begging 
and loafing ermy of useless ministers, 
We hav, I presume, about one hundred 
thousand idlers in the shape of priests, 
ministers, parsons, ete, 1m this country 
alone, who liv on the wages, of the under- 
paid toiling, suffering, ignorant millions, 
going about in fine raiment, and trom 
their pulpits on Sundays telling their con- 
gregatious to ‘‘take no thought for the 
morrow,” to ‘‘consider the lilies of 
the field,” pry their mite into the 
contribution-box and support their pas- 
tor, and if they don’t receive their rewards 
here they will hereafter. Here in our 
own town the Catholics are building a 
$30,000 edifico, and every male and fte- 
male member of that absurd sect has been 
told by their sky-pilot they must contrib- 
ute $500 by all means and manners to- 
ward its completion, See the vast sums 
of money that are expended the world 
over so foolishly. Suppose this wonder- 
ful wealth was applied to the education of 
the people! It would be only a little 
while, comparativly speaking, until peo- 
ple would get the fear out of their hearts 
of an eternal punishment. It is a ques- 
tion of educated intellect. When the 
human race gets the means and opportuni- 
ties to this end, then the bloated vam- 
pires that hav been fed, I may say, on the 
heart’s blood of the community will hav to 
get down, and perhaps will hav to go to dig- 
ging ditches to get enough to sustain life. 
This latter will after all be a higher posi- 
tion, considering the one they left. Itisa 
question in my mind if they’know enough 
of other vocations to take them and bring 
out the desired results. In all the history 
I hav ever read I hav not as yet seen 
where one of those idlers has invented 
anything of use. Not one single inven- 
tion is credited to the entire host of them, 
save those instruments of turture whereby 
millions hav suffered all the agonies of 
the mythological damned. 

The theological star is setting. Across 
the barren fields of ‘the cruel past I see 
its lingering ray {ast fading out of the sight 
of people of common sense. “But we still 
hear the sorrowful moans of the widows 
and the painful cry of the orphans of its 
cruel, unrelenting, and tyrannical sway. 
The men and women of common sense 
will soon be called upon to erect its monu- 
ment, and write it a suitable epitaph. 
Whomsoever amongst us then living this 
task will fall to, we hav no doubt it will 
hav justice done it. Ifthe burning tears 
shed from fear of it could be accumu- 
lated, or if it were possible to gather all 
the blood that has been shed in its name, 
together in one vast reservoir, we should 
hav a body of fluid sufficient to float the 
pope of Rome from the Vatican to New 
York city in a boat as large as the Great 
Eastern. 

I havy been told lately that I hav given 
up my heretical ideas. ‘This looks ıt 
dcesn’t it? I shall giv them up with my 
last breath if shown Iam wrong. This is 
not likely, A Happy New Year! 

r JAS. SPELLEN, 


60 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, JANUARY 28 18098. 


Gahildren’s Gorner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H, Wrxon, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communica- 
tions for this Corner should be sent. 


“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
A When the night E beginning to lower, 
mes & pause in the day’s occupatio: 
That is known as the idren% Hour.” 


Emblematic. 


The six-sided cube for an emblem of truth, 

{So solid and true, is easy to Measure; 

For the side that is down, one need never frown, 
And to turn it to view e’er is 2 pleasure. 


Memphis, Tex. U.J. 


e 


To. Educate the Children. 


E Drar Miss Wrxon: Allow me to call the 
attention of the readers of that very im- 
portant part of Tax Trura SEEKER, the 
Children’s Corner, to a handsomely bound 
and printed book of one hundred and ten 
pages called ‘‘ Truth in Fiction,” written 
by the editor of the Open Court, Dr. Paul 
Carus, and published, price $1, at the 
office of the paper last mentioned, 169 to 
175 La Salle street, Chicago. I welcome 
this book, because all that is needed to giv 
our |views the victory is to make them 
widely known; and one way to do this is 
to take advantage of the relish of all chil- 
dren, even grown-up ones, for romance. 

The volume contains twelve tales, and 
begins by telling how an Indian girl 
offered up her life to abolish the custom 
of sacrificing maidens to the Great Spirit 
by making them float in the ‘‘canoe of 
death” over Niagara falls. Then we hav 
a fable about & convention of the animals, 
who try in vain to agree on who is the 
greatest and noblest. This title, however, 
is fairly claimed, says Dr. Carus, by the 
man; for he has established his dominion 
over other animals by making his mind 
“ an image of the laws of nature.” To the 
same effect is the story called ‘‘ The Clock 
or the Watches.” There was once a 
church which had on its steeple a clock 
which people supposed to hav been made 
by a mysterious person who was named 
Time, and had to be always spoken of and 
written about with capitals. The clock 
went so badly that some people ventured to 
make watches for themselvs, according to 
rules laid down in avery old book sup- 
posed to hav been written by old Time 
himself. The strife between the believers 
in theclock and the believers in watches was 
very bloody three hundred years ago, and 
has not yet been quite made up. So many 
mistakes are now known to exist in clock, 
watches, and almanac—church, con- 
sciences, and Bible—that we need ẹ& still 
higher authority than any of the three. 
This best of guides is science. 

He never leads us astray, but it is by no 
means easy to find out what path he 
wishes us to take. Iam glad to find the 
readers of this column unlearning theology 
so readily; but I hope they will excuse 
one suggestion. Unlearning theology 
does not necessarily mean learning science. 
Error ought to be rejected anyway; but 
how much we gain by rejecting theology 
depends entirely on what we put in its 
place. Truth does not come cheap to 
anybody, but demands much study, care- 
ful observation of the facts around us, 
and just appreciation of what has been 
observed and thought out by others. 
Scientific habits of thought are not to be 
formed by merely wishing for them, but 
need a great deal of mental disciplin. 
This is best given by making observa- 
tions and experiments for one’s self sys- 
tematically; but valuable help toward be- 
ginning and keeping up such a course of 
dieciplin may be gained by reading scien- 
tific books and magazines. I venture to 
add alist of some which may be found 
interesting and useful by boys and girls 
in the high school. Many other books 
might be mentioned: 

Agassiz, ‘‘ Journey to Brazil.” 

Broderik, ‘‘Zodlogical Recreations,” 

Buckley, Miss Arabella, ‘‘Fairy Land 
of Science,” ‘‘Life and Her Children,” 
‘Through Magic Glasses.” 

Darwin, “Descent of Man,” ‘‘ Voyage 
of the Beagle,” “Life of Darwin,” by 
Darwin. 

Draper, ‘‘ Conflict of Science and Re- 
igion,” 


Faraday, 
Candle.” 
Figuier, ‘‘Insect World,” ‘‘Mam 
malia,” ‘‘Reptils and Birds,” ‘‘ Ocean 


World,” ‘‘ Vegetable World,” ‘‘ World 
Before the Deluge.” 

Fiske, ‘‘ Darwinism,” ‘‘Excursions of an 
Evolutionist,” ‘‘Mythsand Mythmakers.” 

Gosse, ‘‘ Evenings at the Microscope,” 
‘*Introduction to YZodlogy,” ‘‘ Letters 
from Alabama,” ‘‘Ocean,” ‘*Romance of 
Natural History.” 

Haeckel, ‘‘ History of Creation” (rather 
difficult), ‘‘ Visit to Ceylon.” 

Holder, ‘‘ Along the Florida Reef.” 

Humboldt, ‘‘ Views of Nature.” 

Huxley, “American Addresses,” ‘‘Lay 
Sermons,” “Man’s Place in Nature.” 

Lubbock, ‘‘ Beauties of Nature.” 

Miller, Hugh, ‘‘Cruise of the Betsy,” 
*“My Schools and Schoolmasters,” ‘*Old 
Red Sandstone.” 

Mitchell, ‘‘ Popular Astronomy.” 

Peffer, ‘‘ Boy’s Playbook of Science.” 

Popular Science Monthly. 

Proctor, ‘‘Easy Star Lessons,” ‘‘ Fa- 
miliar Science Lessons,” ‘‘ Light Science 
for Leisure Hours,” ‘‘ Mysteries of Time 
and Space,” ‘‘Myths and Marvels of As- 
tronomy,” ‘‘Pleasant Ways in Science,” 
“Rough Ways Made Smooth,” ‘‘ The 
Moon,” ‘‘ The Sun,” ‘‘ Universe of Suns.” 

Romanes, ‘‘ Animal Intelligence.” 

Timbs, ‘‘ Knowledge for the People.” 

Tyndall, ‘‘ Fragments of Science.” 

Wallace, ‘‘Malay Archipelago.” 

Concord, Mass. F. M. Homann. 

—~——— 


Correspondence. 


Grove, TEX., Jan. 11, 1893. 
Miss Wixon: This is the first time I hav 
written to the Corner. Papa has taken 
Tus TRUTH SEEKER for two years. I like 
to read the Children’s Corner. I am ten 
years old. The people in the village where 
I liv are religious cranks; they say I will 
go into torment forever and burn. I will 
close for this time. 
A friend of the Freethinkers, 
Late BRADLEY. 


Kenr, O., Jan. 12, 1893. 
Dear Miss Wixon: This is my first 
letter to the Corner. My stepfather takes 
Tae Trora Ssxxer. I am thirteen 
ore old. We liv ona farm near Brady 
ake, where there is a large summer re- 
sort. On Sundays they hav Spiritualist 
meetings. I hav never been to one, but 
I go to the picnics, I go to school, and 
study reading, grammar, spelling, physi- 
ology and hygiene, geography, and arith- 
metic. I go to Sunday-school, but not 
for religion. There are not many Free- 
thinkers around here. If this escapes the 
wastebasket, and Isee it in print, I will 

write again. Please correct mistakes. 
Yours, a Liberal, Ray NicHotzs. 


Box Burre, Nzs., Jan, 4, 1893. 
Drar Miss Wrxon: I am eleven years 
old. I go to school and study reading, 
spelling, arithmetic, geography, physi- 
ology, writing, and drawing. I hav two 
sisters and two brothers. My mamma 
takes Taz Truru SEEKER. Papa reads it, 
but would not take it if it were not for 
mamma. We like to read the Children’s 
Corner. We hav the ‘‘Story Hour.” 
There are no Freethinkers here but us. 
I spoke a short sermon Christmas eve 
that you published in the Children’s 

Corner. Your friend, CammiSavunrs. 
P.S.—I am glad you returned safe from 

your trip across the ocean. C. 8. 


[We hope Cammi will write again,—Ep. 
C. C.] 


PzrnnsporouaH, W. Va., Jan. 1, 1893. 
Dear Mapam: This is my second letter 
to the Corner. It is a pleasure to me to 
read the letters, especially. We hav taken 
Tue TRUTH SEEKER for only two years. 
The Methodist revival has just closed. 
Six were converted. There are people 
here who steal, cheat, gamble, and 
lie, go to the ‘‘mourner’s bench” in the 
winter, and the next year they will do the 
same thing. The United Brethren re- 
vival will begin soon. The Brethren al- 
ways hav a big time. 
or fear of making my letter too long, 
I will close. I would like some of the 
readers of the Corner to correspond with 
me. I am corresponding with two boys. 
Your Liberal friend, 
Frank CROMWELL. 
P.S.—My address 


is Pennsboro 
Ritchie county, W. Va. nen 


Creed of Christendom. 


lts Foundation Contrasted with Its Superstructure, 
By W. R. GREG. 
Qomolete in 1 Yol: 12m0, 899pp., $1.60. 


stot Wort aan | 6 Freethinker's Badge-pi 


AND 
TRUTH SEEKER 
ONE YEAR, 


; Will be sent for $4.50. The 
j gaT Pin and THE TRUTH 
EKER one year for $5. 


Ingersoll Souvenir Spoon 


THE TRUTH SEEKER 
ONE YEAR, 


Will be sent for $4.75. Sugar Spoons and TRUTH 

SEEKER, 5. pir kind (Tea or Sugar) Spoon 
w. . more. 

Wien BS bow y Adress THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Other Newspapers 


The Truth Seeker. 


Any of our readers who desire a New York 
weekly political paper can obtain one of the fol- 
lowing in connection with Taz TRUTH SEEKER 
at reduced rates: 

Tribune (Republican) weekly, and THE 
TRUTH SEEKER, - `- - = $8 
Tribune (Republican) semi-weekly, and THE 
TRUTH SEEKER, = - - . 
The Sun_(Democratic) weekly, and THE 

TEYTH SEEKER, - - - a 
The Worla (Democratic) weekly, and THE 

TRUTH SEEKER, - - - - 350 
THE ARENA anà THE TRUTH SEEKER 
Will be sent one year both for_ - - $6 00 
With large picture premium with the Arena, 6 50 
THE NORTH AMERICAN REVIEW and 

eee TRUTH SEEKER willbe sent one pes 

or = a - a $ E 


BOOKS BY 
PROF. FELIX L. OSWALD. 


The Bible of Nature: A Contribution 
to the Religion of the Future. Cloth, $1. 

The Secret of the East; or, The Origin 
of the Christian Religion and the Significance 
of its Rise and Decline. Cloth, $1. 

Physical Education ; or, The Health-Laws 
of Nature. Cloth, $1. 

Household Remedies for the Prevalent 
Disorders of the Human Organism. Cloth, $1. 
Zoological Sketches: A Contribution to 
the Outdoor study. of Natural History. Illus- 

trated by H. Faber. Cloth, ¢2. 
Address THE TRUTH SCEKER, 
28 Lafayette place, New York. 


FILE BINDERS. 


Those who preserve the volumes of THE TRUTH 
SEEKER need a File Binder, which we will send on 
receipt of one dollar. 


“INFIDELS AND CHARITY.” 


_A Leaflet showing that the oft-repeated Chris- 
tian statement that infidels do not contribute 
to nor found charities is a falsehood. Itought to 
be widely circulated to meet the calumny. ice, 
5 cents; 50 cents a dozen. Address THE TRUTH 
SEZEEER, 28 Lafayette place, New York. 


Antiquity 
Unveiled. 


zoa 
$ Ancient Voices 
Jrom the Spirit 
Realm disclose. the 
most Startling Rev- 
y elait ons. 
—0— 
` Proving Christianity 
to he of 

Heathen Origin, 


(ILLUSTRATED.] 
Price, - - - - $1.50. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


SCIENCE VS, RELIGION, 


Conflict hetween Reason and Superstition, 


By T. C. WIDBICOMBE, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


Price, 10 cents. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


CHEAP EDITION. 


Travels in Faith. 


By CAPT. ROBERT C. ADAMB. 


Bei the story of his mental journey from 
sete orthodoxy to Rationalism. 


Price, paper, 25 cents; eloth, 75 cents. 
Address THR TRUTH SEEKER. 


| THE TRUTH SEEKER LIBRARY. 


Issued Monthly. 
Subseription price, $3 per annum. 


No. BOOKS ISSUED. Prtoa. 
1. The Truth Seeker Annual and Freethink- 
erg Almanao, J891...... cc... sestese acres 25 
2. Men, Women, and Gods. Helen H. Gar- 
i CONGR.) ob ces A seatee cen isaee 50 
3. Age of Reason. Thomas Paine.... ...... 25 
4. Answers to Christian Questions. D.M. 
Bonnett...... ccc, ececeze seer PERR . %8 
5. Christian Absurdities. John Peck........ 20 
6. Victer Hugo’s Oration on Voltaire........ 10 
% Tho Orisis...........6..6 ser siS os 40 
8. Sabbath Breaking..............0- 25 
9. Travels in Faith. R.O. Adams. . 5 
10. The Strike of a Sex. Geo. N. Miller..... 25 
11. My Religious Experience. §.P.Putnam. 25 
12. The Higher Criticism in Theology and 
Religion. T.E. pongshore wieseice'b veel nee 50 
18. Infidel Death-beds. G. W. Foote........ 96 
14. Rights of Man. Thomas Paine. [llust’d. 40 
15. Was Christ Crucified? AustinBierbower. 10 
16. Pulpit, Pew, and Cradle. Helen H. Gar- io 
ET S N EE 
17. Bible Morals. John E. Remsburg 25 
18. Awful Disclosurés of Maria Monk 50 
19. Pocket Thsologv. Voltaire.............. 26 
20. Fushed by Unseen Hands. H. H. Gar- i 
Ca PET ARY, 
21, History of Religion. E. E. Evans....... 20 


. Yearly subscribers will receive all the books 
issued during the year. Single copies of each 
book sent upon receipt of price. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


Christianity a Fiction. 
Astiononiloatand Astrologic- 
al Origin of all Religions. 


By DR. J. H. MENDENHALL. 


Explanatory notes compiled and alranged by 
the late Jonathan M. Roberts. Price, 50 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


A NEW WORK 


BY 
ARTHUR B. MOSS, 
Author of “The Bible and Evolution,” 
ENTITLED 


Christianity and Evolution, 


With preface by i 
J. M. WHEELER, Sub-editor of Freethinker 


Price, $1. Order at once. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


HISTORY OF RELIGIONS: 


BEING 
A Condensed Account of the Results of Sclentlfic Research 
_ and Philosophical Criticism. 


By Elizabeth B. Bvans. 
Paper. 25 cents; cloth, 50 cents. ` 


Brain and the Bible. 


Conflict Between Mental Science and Theology 
By Enaar O. BEALL. 


Preface oy R. G. INGERSOLL. 


Unanswerable, Prioe, $1. 


WAS 


+9 hams G-— | 
CHRIST = = = 
—soce— CRUCIFIED? 


By AUSTIN BIERBOWER. 
A judicial consideration of the question,and the 


decision against the scriptures and the Christian 
tradition. Price, 10 cents. Address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


ls Controversy Dangerous? 


By W. F. JAMIESON. 


This little book goes down to the very bed- 
rock of human liberty. 


Price, - - - - % cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


The Clergyman’s Victims, 


A LIBERAL SIORY, 
Price, 25 cents. 


By Mrs.. E. J BALL. 


Priestly Celibacy Exposed, 


By Rev. G. T. Fox, M.A. 
Price, 15 cents. Address this office. 


THE CASE AGAINST THE CHURCH, 
a A SUMMARY OF 
ARGUMENTS AGAINST CHRISTIANITY. - 
Frics, cloth, 50 cents, 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


JANUARY 28, 1898. 61 


HAND-BOOK 


OF 


FREETHOUGHT. 


By W. S. BELL. 


Containing in condensed and systematized form a 
vast amount of evidence against the superstitious doc- 
` trines of Christianity. As a book of reference and aid 
“" to all truth seekers it is invaluable. Its classification 
: of subjects makes it a hand-book. As Ingersoll said of 
it enableg somebody in every village to “corner the parson.” its wide 
e all the disputed points between Christianity and Freethought. Price, 

THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


” 


Paine’s “Age of Reasons 


variety of subjects inclu 


$1.25 dress 


a W 


“A Digest of Science.” 


THE DYNAMIC THEORY OF LIFE AND MIND: 


An attempt to show that all Organic Beings are both Con- 
structed and Operated by the Dynamic Agencies 
of their respective Environments, 


By JAMES B. ALEXANDER. 


Over 400 illustrations, 87 chapters, 1,067 pages, and a 3-column index of 11 pages. 
Price, express prepaid by us, only $2.75. 


This work endeavors to embrace the field covered by thousands of books, such as those of the 
“ Humboldt Library of Science,” the * International Scientific Series,” etc., by bringing together, in 
simple and direct form, with proper correspondence between them, all of the known factors con- 


tributing toward the origin and evolution of organic beings. 


Do you wish to de well informed? ‘THEN BHAD A OHAPTER OR YERSE DAILY FROM THIS BIBLE OF 


BOIENOE ! 
It is entertaining as well as enlightening, and will lead you to “ worth-ship” (worship) nature 
—t. €., appreciate the worth of the Universal Mother. 


You must own this book some day: why not NOW? 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, & Lafayette Place, New York. 


ee A ee 


FREETHINKERS’ PICTORIAL TEXTBOOK, 


E 
7 SHOWING 


THE ABSURDITY AND UNTRUTHFUL< 
NESS OF THE OHURCH’s CLAIM 
_ TO BE A DIVINE AND BENEFI- 
CENT INSTITUTION, AND RE~ 
VEALING THE ABUSES 
OF A UNION OF 
CHURCH AND 


12 5 Full~Page 
Illustrations. 
WITH COPIOUS CITATIONS OF 
FACTS, 
HISTORY, 
STATISTICS, 


OPINIONS o SCHOL- 
ARS 


TO MAINTAIN THE ARGUMENT OF 
THE ARTIST. 
DESIGNS BY WATSON HESTON 


WITH PORTRAIT OF 
THE DESIGNER. 


6 


The illustrations are classified as follows: 


represent Uncle Sam and the Priests. 2 represent Samples of Christianity’s Work. 
x * The Church Robbing the People. 5 issionaries. 
3 s Thanksgiving. 1 “ The Lord’s instruments. 
6 “ Sabbath Laws. mB ” Bible Doctrines and Their Result 
u o” Children and the Church. 1 S The Church and Slavery. 
-V "e Woman and the Church. 2 s Priests and Politics. 
6 ied The Church and Thomas Paine. 4 k Ireland and the Church. , 
4 w Studies in Natural History. 2 sf Church’s Idea of Civilization. 
2 bad The Bible and Science. 1 A The Uses of the Cross. 
g -=8 The Clergy and Their Flocks. 4 w nkind Reflections on the Churoh, 
1 s Piety in Our Penitentiaries. 9 en ersecutions of the Church. 
4 bie The Atonement Scheme. 12 Me Some Allegories. 
4 be The Lord and His Works. 8 x Heaven. 
*s “i Prayer. 6 Hell. 
29 Z “ The, Creeds. 7 $ Miscellaneous. 
1 n Christians and Mohammedans. 


ordi ublication. We venture the assertion that nothing like it has ever be 
fore Amont raora pa and it is very doubtful if another one like it ever again be pub. 
lished. We must ‘give the Truth Seeker Company the credit of putting the book in the reach o; 
At twice the price it would have been acheap book. Artist Heston as a portrait-painter and de. 
signer isa wonderful success, and we judge from our own feelings that nearly every Liveral in 
America will desire a copy of this most wonderful volume.—[¥reethinkers’ Magazine. 


d the artist-hero of Liberalism. He has dedicated his genius to 

ER ah Geddy oe ee ae and noble work for the cause f pant end eo ot the iot 
` i P ne 

ures do not “make up the whole of tis o We iilustrations, and secondly as texts to prove the utter 


as explanations of the illus 
matter that STe ohi t ofessions and the hypocrisy of those who u hold them. Altogether the 


ook is one of the best weapons against Christianity and the church that has ever been put in 
paalis of Freethinkers.—(Boston Investigator. 


y Price, board covers, $2; cloth, $2.50. >^ 
Address The Sruth Seekets ai 


ROBERT G. 
INGERSOLL'S 
WORKS. 


Only Authorized Bditions. 


se it 


CSS as 
GODS AND OTHER LECTURES. ` 
Comprising The Gods, Humboldt, Thomas Paine, Individuality. Horetios and Heresies. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 


GHOSTS AND OTHER LECTURES. 
Including The Ghosts, Liberty of Man, Woman, and Child; Tho Declaration of Independ- 
ence, About Farming in Illinois, Speech Nominating James G Blaine for Presidenoy iu 1876, 
The Grant Banquet, A Tribute to Rev. Alex. Clarke, The Past Rises Before Mo Like a Dream, 
and A Tribute to Ebon C. Ingersoll. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 


SOME MISTAKES OF MOSES. ET 
Contents: Some Mistakes of Moses, Free Schools, The Politicians, Man and Woman, The 
Pentateuch, Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, He Made the Stars Also, Friday, Satur- 
day, Let us Make Man, Sunday. ‘The Necessity for a Good Memory, The Garden, lhe Fali, 
Dampness, Bacchus and Babel, Faith in Filth, The Hebrews, The Plagues, The Flight, Confess 
and å void, Inspired Slavery, Marriage, War, Religious Liberty, Conclusion. Paper, 50 couts; 
cloth, $1. , 


INTERVIEWS ON TALMAGE. 

Reing Six Interviews with the Famons Orator on Six Sermons by the Rov. T. DeWitt Tal- 
mage, of Brooklyn, to which is added a Talmagian Catechism. Paper, 50 cents; oloth, $1.25; 
cloth, gilt, $1.50. 

BLASPHEMY. i T ETERA 

„Argument by R. G. Ingersoll in the Trial of O. B. Reynolds, at Morristown, N. J. This is 
the greatest arguinent ever made in a case of this kind, and will be a model for the bar so long 
as the Christians use force to repress free speech. its legal acumen is unsurpassed, its elo- 
quence never equaled in a trial for “blasphemy.” Wherever Christian persecution 18 going 
on this-argument should be freely circulated, read to the Christians, and expounded on évery 
occasion. Paper, 25 cents; cloth, 50 cents. ‘ 


WHAT MUST WE DO TO BE SAVED? : t 
Aualyzes the so-called gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, und devotos a chapter 
each to the Catholios,Fpiscopalians, Methodists, Presbyterians, Evangelical Aliance, and an- 
swers the question of the Christians as to what he proposes instead of Christianity—the relig- 
ion of sword and flame. Paper, 25 cents. 


THE GREAT INGERSOLL CONTROVERSY. 


The famous Christmas Sermon by Colouei Ingorsoll, the heated replies of the ministors, 
and Colonel Ingersoll’s rej oinders to the same. Paper, 25 cents. 


THOMAS PAINE’S VINDICATION. 


A Reply to the New York Odserver’s Attack upon the Author-hero of the Revolution, by 
R. G. Ingersoll. Paper, 15 conts. 


LIMITATIONS OF TOLERATION. 
A Discussion between R. G. Ingersoll, Hon. Frederick R. Coudert, and Ex-Govornor 
Stewart L. Woodford. Paper, 10 cents. 


ORTHODOXY. CIVIL BRIGHTS SPEECH. 
A Lecture. Paper, 10 cents. With Speech of Hon. Frederick Douglass. Paper, 10 conts. 


OPENING SPEECH TO THE JURY: > 

In the suit of the B. & M. Tel, Co. vs. We U. Tel. Co., 1886. Paper, 10 cents. 
CRIMES AGAINST CRIMINALS. . 

Delivered Before tho New York Stato Bar Association. Paper, 10 cents. 


LIFE. A Prose-Poom. In color, on board, gilt edges, 9x 18 (for mantel, wall, or easel), 60 conts. 
LITHOGRAPH OF R. G. INGERSOLL. A LAY SERMON. 


22 x 28 inches, heavy plat; paper, 50 cents. On the Labor Question. Paper, 5 cents. 
PHOTOGRAPH (CABINET) OF R. G. INGERSOLL, 50 cents. 
id ee * COLONEL INGERSOLL, WITH BABY BROWN. 
(A home picture.) 50 cents. 


PHOTOGRAPH (PANEL), 18 x 24 inches, $5. (IMPERIAL), 7} x 13 inches, $1.50. 
STAGE AND THE PULPIT, 


An Interview on their Comparative Merits, and Opinions on ‘the Trial of the Chicago 
Anarchists, the Catholic Church, eto. Paper, 8 cents. 


DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE. INGERSOLL ON McGLYNN. 


Centennial Oration. Paper, 6 cents. Paper, 8 cents. 


INGERSOLL CATECHISED. Paper, 3 cents. BIBLE IDOLATRY. 
THE TRUTH OF HISTORY. 


Comments on the assertion by an evangelist that Colonel Ingersoll had become a Christian, 
had admitted that Thomas Paine recanted, and that his own children had joined the church. 
aper, 3 cents. 


INGERSOLL’S ADDRESS BEFORE THE NEW YORK UNITARIAN CLUB. 
The lecture is a grand one, and was received by the club with continuous applause from 
beginning to end, which speaks well for the Unitarians. Tho pamphlet contains 12 pagos, 
beautifully printed. Price, 6 cents; ten copies, 50 cents. 


MEMORIAL ORATION ON ROSCOL CONKLING. 
Delivered before the New York legislature Muy 9, 1888. Price, 75 cents. 


GOD IN THE CONSTITUTION. - 
One of the best papers Colonel Ingersoll ever wrote. In paper cover with likeness of 
author. Price, 10 cents. Twelve copies for $1. 


INGERSOLL’S GREAT ADDRESS ON THOMAS PAINE, 


At the Paine colebration in New York city in 1892. Price, 6 cents; ten copies for 50 cents. 


INGERSOLL’S LECTURES IN ONE VOLUME. , 

CONTENTS.—The Gods; Humboldt; Individuality; Thomas Paine; Heretics and Here- 
ð sieg; The Ghosts; The Liberty of Ma, Woman, and Chi d; Tho Centennial Oration, or Decla- 
ration of Independence, July 4, 1876; Whar I Know About Farming in Illinoia; Speorh at 
cinnati in 1876, nominating Jaines Q. Blaine for the Lrosidcnoy; Tlie ast Rises Bofore Me, 
or, Vision of War, aa extract from a Speech made at the Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Reunion 
at Indianapolis. Inl., Sept. 21, 1876; A Tribute to Ebon C., Ingersoll; The Grant Banquet; 
Crimes Against Criminals; ‘Tribute to the Rev. Alexander Clarke; Some Mistakes of Moses; 
What Must We Do to be Saved? Six Interviews with Robert G. Ingersoll on Six Sermons by 
the Rev. T., Da Witt Talmage, D D.; to which is added a Talmagian Catechism, aod Foy” 

Prefaces, which contain som) of Me. Tngoraolls wittiest and brightest sayings. 
This volume has the greatest popularity, is beautifully bound in half calf or half moroco® 

mottled edges, 1,357 page:, good paper, large type, post 8vo. Price, postpaid, $5. 


LIBERTY IN LITERATURE, ~ 


Testimonial to Walt Whitman. “ Let us put wreaths on the brows of the living.” An Ade 
dress delivered in Philadelphia, Oct. 21, 1890, with portrait of Whitman. Containing also 
COLONEL INGERSOLIOS ADDRESS AT THE FUNERAL OF WALT WHIT» 
MAN, at Harleigh, Camden, N. J., March 30, 1892. Paper, 25 conts; cloth, 50 cents. 


PROSE-POEMS AND SELECTIONS. 
Fiith edition, cnlargedand revised. A handsome quarto, containing 33 pages. This is. 
beyond question, the cheapest and most elegant volume in Liberal literature. {ts mechanica 
@ finish is worthy of its intrinsic excellence. No expens. has been spared to make it the thiug 2” 
beauty itis. Tho type is large and clear, the paper heavy, highly calendered, aud richly tintec 
the presswork faultiess, and the binding as perfect as the best materials and skill can make it, 
As t9 the contents, itis enough to say that they include all of the choicest utterances 
the greatest writer on the topics treated that has ever lived, 
hose who have not the good fortune to own all of Mr. Ingersoll’s published works, will 
have in this book of selections many bright samples of his lorty thought, his matchless e o- 
uence, his wonderfnl imagers, and his epigrammatic and poetic power. ‘Tho collection in- 
cludes all of the "Tributes ” that have become famons in literature — notably those to his browner 
E. C. Ingersoll, Lincoln, Grant, Beecher, Conkling, Courtlandt M. Palmer, Mary Vi-ke, Elizor 
Wright: his peerle:s monographs on“ rhe Vision of War,” Love, Liberty, Art and Morality, 
Science, Nature, The Imagination, De_orction Day Oration, What is Voetry, Musi of Wagner, 
Origin and Destiny, “ Leaves of Grass.” and on the great heroes of intelectual Liberty. Be- 
sides these are innumerable gems taken hero and there from the orations, speeches, ary uments, 
toasts, lectures, k tters, interviews, and day by day conversations of the author. 
he Look is designed for, and will be accepted by, ad-niring friends as a rare personal 
souvenir. ‘Fo help ist serve this purpose, a fiue steel portrait, with autograph fac-simile, lias 
been prepared especially forit. Inthe more elegant styles of binding it is eminent.y suited 
for presentation purposes, for any scas: or occasion “ P 
Paices.—In cloth, beveled boards, gilt edges, 3250; in half morocco, gilt edges, $5; in half 
calf, mottled ‘edges, library ptyle, $450; in full Turkey morocco, gilt, exunisitely tine, $7.5u; 
in full tree calf, highest possible finish. $9. 


~ Any of the above sent to any address, by express, prepaid, or mail, 
on receipt of price. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Pl.. 


Paper, 8 cents. 
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ost free, 
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v. ii. BENNETT’ E WORKS. 


ADDRESS THE TRUTH SEEKER CFFICE. 


A Truth Seeker Around the World, Four 
jarge volumes With steel-plate engraving > 
the authorie Vol. Landeach volame illustrate: 


with forty Handsomely pound + 


red cloth, $6 50. 


d ents, 


The World’s Sages, Thinkers, and Ke 
lormers, 1,075 pages, 8ve, let: 
38.00; leather. 84° marasen. mils edges. RLR 

the Humphrey-Bennett Viscussion. A 
debate on Christianity and Infidelity between 

D. M. Bennett and Lev. G. H, Humphrey. je 
book has had a very large sale, and is a splendié 
work for Fresthinkers to loan te Christiax 
neighbors. 556 pages. Price. $L 

" Bennett- Feed Discussion. Between D M 
Bennett and Cyrus Romulus R. Teed. Jesus ths 
Lord God Creator of Heaven and Eart. Peper 
æ cents. 

What Objections to Christianity? A dus 
sussion between D. òl. Bonnett and G. M. Mair 
divided into the following theses: 1. Christisx- 
tty is neither new nor original, being borrowed 
or copied from much older systems of religion 
z. Miracles and supernatural achievements have 
deen as fully and truly ascribed to other teach- 
ers and founders of religion as to Jesus. 2. The 
atory of Jesus and his mission in the world is 
anhistorical; it is not corroborated by contem- 
poraneons history. Bennett affirms; Mair de- 
nios. This is an exhaustive discussion. Price, 


Trial of D. M. Bennett in the Urited 
States Circuit Court upon the charge of depos. 
iting prohibited matter in the mail. This gives 
af istory of this celebrated case, and shows 
what monstrous injustice was erpetrated upon 
Mr. Bennett. Price, cloth, % cts.; paper, 50 cts. 


An Open Letter to Jesus Christ. 5 ete. 


Deacon Skidmore’s Letters. First Dea. 
eon of Zion Hill Baptist church, giving many 
ehurch incidents and his evolution from Chris 
tianity to Liberalism. Paper, 50 cents; cloth 

cents. 


The Book of Chronicles of the Pilgrim: 
in the Land of Yahweh: also the Episti 


of Bennett the Apostle to the Truthseeker: 
Cloth, $1. . 


The First Epistle of Bennett the Apostl: 
to the Truth Seekers. 10 cents. 


An Hour with the Devil, 10 cer. 

The Gods and Keligions of Ancient ano 
Modern Times. Two volumes. Writtex 
àn prison. In cloth, $3.00 per volume, or $5.%« 
fr the two volumes; in leather. $7.00; in we 
£900, gilt edges. $8.00. 

‘rem Behind the Bars. A series of letter: 
written in prison. Over 700 pages. Price, $1.56 


A Truth Seeker in Europe. A series o: 
setters written during a visit of ten weeks ir 
Europe, iving some sccount of the Inter 
national Freethinkers’ Congress held at Brus- 
sels, to which Mr. Bennett was a delegate, fol- 
proa bya description of what he saw ir Eng 
and, France, Holland, and Italy. The letter 
rom Rome alone are worth the price of th 
ook. With a steel-plate portrait of the author 
850 pages. $1.60, 

The Semitic Gods and the Bible. Treat 
ing upon the Gods of the Semitic nations, in 
gluding Allah, Jehovah, Satan, the Holy Ghosi 
Jesus Christ, the Virgin Mary, and the Bible 
Lo the latter 230 pages are devoted, showing 
that book to be a very inferior production fo: 
a first-class God 833 large pages. Paper covers 
Scents; cloth, $L 

Yadaism, Christianity, and Mohammedan. 
ism examined historically and critically 
ft is thought to be the most damaging exhib 
of Christianity that kas appeared. 500 lair 
pares. S 


Books by Helen A. Gardene: 


New Edition, Revised and Eniarged. 


g 
Men, Women and Gags. 
Introduction by 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
Price, cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 
The Trade Supplied at Special Discounts. 


IS THIS YOUR SON, HY LORD? 


A Fascinating Story of Radical Truths on 
Religion and Social Matters. 
Price. cloth. $1; paper, 50 cents. 


PRAY YOU, SIR, WHOSE 
DAUGHTER? 


A NEW NOVEL. 
Price, cloth, 81. | Paper, 50 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette place, New York. 


Superstition in All Ages, 709s Paes minam. | Prof, Win, 


BY JEAN MBSLIBR, 


A French 
Catholick 
Pricst,who 
renounced: | 
Christian- 
ityand Ex- 
posed the 
Falseness 
of that Re- 
ligion and 
the object 


= F 
Pg ~ 
of the The New God. Price, 10 centa. 
Pr este The Problem of the Universe, and Its 
P Scientific Solution, with some Criticisms of 
hoed. Pae! Universology. Price, 20 cents. $ 
cer, 50 Waifs and Wanderings, A New Ameri-- 
4 can Story. Price, cloth, $1.00; paper, 50 
cents; cents. “A prose epic of the war, rich with 
. incident and dramatic power; breezy from 
sloth, $4; } first page to last with the living spirit of to- 
day.”—[John Swinton’s Paper. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY. 


. s filed with manl: hts. y 
RELIGION NOT HISTORY. Biory Lite ghoul rod tof a manly ming, 
—| erro., ice, . 


Ingersoll and Jesus. A conversation in 
rhyme between the Nineteenth Century 
Inkdel and the Galilean Reformer, wherein 
it is shown there is much in harmony between 
them. Price, 10 cents. 

Adami and Heva., A poetic version of 
the Jndian story of the Garden of Eden in 
whica its superiority to the mutilated copy— 
the Genesis legend—is shown. Price, 10 cents. 

Gottlieb: His Life. A Freethought Ro- 
mance. Price, 35 cents. A 

My Religious Experience. Price, 25 cents, 
- For all of the above address soe 

THE TRUTH SEEKER CQ., 
28 Lafayette place. New York. 


BOOKS 


BY 


SALADIN 


(W. STEWART ROSS), 


Examination of the Morals and History 
of the New Testament. 


By Prox. P W. Newmar Frise 25 sents. 


POPES AND THEIR DOINGS. 


ACCOUNT OF 
Vicars of Christ and Vicegerents of God. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


Editor of the 


LONDON AGNOSTIC JOURNAL. x 


When he had read this book Colonel Ingersoll wrote tothe author: “ You have earned the 

thanks of ail who really think.” Itisa Work of vast research, of sound oritioism, of caustic 

humor, of sledgehammer vehemence, of scathing satire. of pathos and eloquence. It is one of 

tne heaviest iconoclastic broadsides ever fired at the Jewish God and the Bible. 
Cloth, gold letters, $1.25. 


WOMAN: HER GLORY, HER SHAME, AND HER GOD. 


The Rev. Archdeacon Farrar said that “ Christianity elevated the woman; it shrouded 
2s with a halo of sacred innocence the tender years of the child.” The object of Saladin’s work 
is tosbow the archdeacon his error,and he has succeeded. An English writer said of it: 
“This certainly is one of the most marvelous books ever issued from the press. The authori- 
ties cited are unquestionable, and the result is convincing.” 

in two volumes, cloth, gilt-lettered, $2.50. 


DID JESUS RISE FROM THE DEAD? 


The evidence for the ri surrection is in this book carefully considered, and found want- 

ing. It ought to convince every Christian of the untruthfulness of this alleged miracle, for 

it is c rtainly one of the best essays ever written on the subject. : 
In paper, 25 cents. A 


CHRISTIANITY AND THE SLAVE TRADE. 


A condensation of the known facts upon this subject, proving that Christianity did not 
abolish but aided this infamous traffic in human beings. To which are added such comments 
as Only Saladin can make. In paper, 30 cents. 


THE TRANSITION. 


A consideration of the antagonism of the Bible and science, and of the question whether 
the ‘aled or allegorical portions of the Christian Bible can be interpreted by modern science. 
n paper, 20 cents. 


ROSES AND RUE. 


Being Random Notes and Sketches. Fome of its subjects are: A Last Interview with a 
Man of Genius; An Essay on Stirpiculture; Asceticism and Superstition; Capital Punishment; 
Poverty; Godin the Constitution; Bruno; Gods; Witchcraft, etc. This may be called Sala- 
din’s own book, for it is poetry in prose, and is one of the books that lovers of strong literature 
like to read again and again. In cloth, gold- and silver-lettered, $1.50. 


LAYS OF ROMANCE. 


This book reminds one of Sir Walter Scott, being romantic, historic verse, aglow in every 
page with the energy of a true and high poetic genius. 
Cloth, gold-lettcred. 75 cents. 


ISAURE and OTHER POEMS. 


The title poem is a story of intense passion, touchingly told. The other twenty poems 
are fresh, fragrant, thoughtful, and every verse reveals the thinker, observer, and reformer. 
Every page glows with passion and throbs with life. A 

Cloth, gold-lettered, 75 cents. 


A FEARFUL FLOGGING. 


By one who endured it. Based upon a manuscript in the possession of Saladin 
n paper, 10 cents. 


THE AGONIES OF HANGING. 


. Studies in Psychology. By one who was cut down from the gallows. Printed from manu- 
script in the hands of Saladin. In paper, 10 cents. 


WHIRLWIND SOWN and REAPED. 


A short story of clerical crime and villainy founded on fact. Of this book the Open Court 
said: “ This novel will command the same. or more, interest than Helen Gardener's story, * Ís 
This Your Son, My Lord?’” In paper, 25 cents. 


THE CONFESSIONAL. 


Being an exposure of that infamous religious rite. Contents: Licentiousness of the Pre- 
Reformation Church; Lechery of the Confessional; The Priest in Absolution; Confessions of 
the Escaped Nun; Extracts from Dens and Liguori; Examination of the Church’s.Claim to 

* -` have Fostered Learning; Her Atte: pts at Continency, even more Ruinous than Her Self- 


Indulgence; The Relative Criminal Statistics of Catholicism and Protestantism. ; 


n paper, 25 cents. : v 
THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York. _, 
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For eli of these works address 


venton’s Books, 
parse 


NRA 
SRR 
SN 


ue Thyself. 100. 


Christianity No Finality. Spiritualism 
superior. 10c. . 


‘emmon-Sense Thoughts on the.. Bible. 
i0c. 


-luge in the Light of Modern Science. 
19c. i 
Yarrison in Heaven. A Dream. 10e. 


eologist and Radical. By J. H. Powell 
350. . 


cology. Past and Future of our Planet. 
+1.50. 


«vd Proposed for Our National Constitu» . 


tion. 10c. 


: vreconcilable Records. Genesis and 
«teology. Paper, 25c.; cloth, 40c. i 


s Darwin Right? Origin of Man.. $1. 

: Spiritualism True? 10e. 

‘an’s True Saviors. 10e. 

rthocoxy False, Since Spiritualism is 


true, 10c. . 
seasset Tragedy. Legitimate Fruit of 
Christianity. 10c. 

Yadical Discourses on Religious Subjects. 
LE 95. 

tadical Rhymes. With Author’s Por- 
truit. $1 25. 

-svrmon from Shakspere’s Text. 10e. 
al of Things. Psychometric Re- 


arches, etc. 8 vols. (Vol. I by Wm. and Eliz. 
i. F. Denton.) Per vol., $1.50. 


hat Is Right? 10e. i 
aat Was He? Jesus in 19th 
:izht. Paper, $1; cloth, $1.25. 
Who are Christians? 10c. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


A F. UNDERWOOD’S we... 


YOR SALE AT THE TRUTH SEEKER Ovs len. 
iszays and Lectures. Embracing Influ 
ance of Christianity on_ Civilization; Chris 
tianity and Materialism; What Libcralism offen 
in Place of Christianity; Scientific Materialism 
Woman; Spiritualism from a Materialisti: 
Standpoint; Paine the Political and Religion 
Reformer; Materialism, and Crime; tly 
Coming Man Worship God? Crimes and Cruel 
ties of Christianity; the Authority of the Bible’ 
Freethought Judged by its Fruits; Our ldew 
of God 300 Pp., paper, 60 cents. . 

influence of Christianity upon Civiliza 
tion. 25 cents. 

Christianity and Materialism. 15 cents. 

‘Yhat Liberalism Offers in Place 4 
Christianity. 10 cents. 

Scientific Materialism ; Its Meaning and 
Tendency. 10 cents. 

Spiritualism from a Materialistic Stande 
point. 10 cents. 

Paine the Political and Religious Res 
former. 10 cents. 

Her 


Woman: Her Past and Present: 
Rights and Wrongs. 10 cents. 


Materialism and Crime. 10 cents. 
Will the Coming Man Worship God! 
10 cents, 
Iwelve Tracts. Scientific and Theolog- 
of 


ical 2D centa 


Dr. B. B. Foote's Works. 


Plain Home Talk and Medical Common 
Sense. In one handsome 12mo volume 
of nearly 1,000 pages, fully illustrated. Cloth, 
$3.25—1n English or German. A new cheap 
edition at onlv $1.50. 

Science in Sworys or, Sammy Tubbs, the 
Boy Doctor, and Sponsx the Troublesome 
Monkey. 5 volumes in one, cloth, $2.00, postage 
prepaid; 5 volumes, separate, flexible cloth, 50 
cents per volume; Red Line edition, suitable 
for holiday presents, $1.00 per volume. 

Sexual Physiology for the Young. 250 
pages, illustrated and cloth-bound. (Tha fifth 
volume of ‘Science in Story.”) 60 cents. 

Dr. Foote’s Health Monthly. Devoted to 
Hygicne, Sexual and Social Science, and allied 
Subjects; ninth year. Subscription, with pre- 
mium, §0 cents per year. Specimen copies free 
on application. : 

Mother’s Manual. Comprising ‘‘ Advice 
to a Wife on the Management of Her. Own 
Health, especially During Pregnancy, Labor, 
and Suckling,” and * Advice to a Mother on the 
Management of Her Children in Infancy and 
Childhood;” 2 books in 1 volume, 528 pages, #1. 

Hand-Book of Health Hints and Ready 
Recipes. A valuable reference pamphlet 
of 128 pages. 25 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SERKRR 


Spiritualism Sustained, 


FIVE LECTURES. 
By John R, Kelso, A.M. 


immo, cloth,[¢1.00. 


Century 


» 
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GEMS OF FREETHOUGHT. 


The Myth of the Great Deluge. By James 
M. McCann. Price 15 cents. It is the meek com- 
plote and overwhelming refutation of the Bible 

tory of the Deluge that I have ever read.—B. F. 
Underwood. To read it is to be astonished at 
the possibilities of religious. credulity.—T. B. 
Wakeman. Mr. McCann’s dynamite bomb. has « 
blown the fallacy to atoms.—aA. B. Bradford. It 
ought to meet with a very large sale.—C.P.Farrell. 


The Evolution of the Devil.—By Henry 
Frank, the independent preacher of New York 
City. The most learned, accurate, scientific and 
philosophical analysis of His Satanic Majesty ever 

efore published. The book contains 66 pages, is 
beautifully bound, with likeness of author on title 
page. Price, 25 cents. 


Engersell’s Address before the New 
York Unitarian Club. The first time in the 
history of the world that a Christian Association 
ever invited a noted infidel to lecture before them. 
The lecture is a grand one, and was received by 
the Club with continuous applause from beginning 
to end. The pamphlet contains 12 pages, beauti- 
fully printed. Price, 6 cents. 


The Gods. By Robert G. Ingersoll, A beautiful 

amphlet of forty pages,with likeness of Ingersoll. 

) Price, 20 cents. The most profound address 
that Ingersoll ever delivered. 


The Bruno Monument. A fine engravin, 
rinted on extra heavy enameled paper, 10x1 
faches, for framing; put up in pasteboard tubes 
for mailing. Price 12 cents. 


Chureh and State; the Bible in the Public 
Schools; ' the New “American” Party—By ‘‘Jef- 
ferson.” Third edition. This beautiful pam- 
phlet of 28 pages is the most thorough presenta- 
ión of the Church and State question that has 
appeared. Price, 10 cents. 


The Religion of Humanity; A Phi- 
Josophy ot Life. By J. Leon Benwell. A 
beautiful paper-bound pamphlet, with likeness of 
author. A most valuable publication to circulate 
among Christian people. Price 15 cents. 


Memorial Oration by Colonel Inger- 
soll on Roscoe Conkling. Delivered be- 
fore the New York Legislature, May 9, 1888. 
Price, 4 cents. 


Dwight L. Moody. An interview by Susan 
H. Wixon. Price, 5 cents; ten copies for 30 cents. 


The Christian Religion. What is to be its 
Jinai outcome? By an Old Farmer. A splendid 
orthodox eye-opener. Price, 15 cents. 


God in the Constitution. By Robert G. 
Ingersoll. One of the best papers Col. Ingersoll - 
ever wrote. In paper cover, with likeness of 
author. Price 10 cents. 


What Would Follow the Effacement 
of Christianity? By George Jacob Hol- 
yoake. This is a most valuable contribution to 
Freethought Literature. Bound in paper with 
good likeness of author. Price, 10 cents. 


Life and Career of Charles Bradlaugh. 
—By George Jacob Holyoake. With good like- 
ness of Mr. Bradlaugh. Price, 15 cents. 


Ingersoll’s Great Address on Thomas 
Paine, at the late Paine celebration in New ` 
York City. Price, 6 cents, 


Standing up for Jesus; or what the editor 
ot the Freethinkers’ Magazine thinks of him. 
Price, 4 cents. : 


Address, 
Truth Seeker Co., 
28 Lafayette Place, New YoRg Crrr. 


Roaring Lion on the Track, 


By M. BABCOOR. 
Price. E 


The Agnostic Annua 


—FOR— 
Edited by CHARLES A. WATTS. 


T 1 8S 93-a 


The Moral Sanction, Leslie Stephen; 
Agnosticism, Amos Waters; The Mother Nature: 
A Poem, Gerald Massey; Dogmatism in Theol- 
ogy, Alfred Momerie; Sermons on the Mount, 
Samuel Laing; The City of the Dead, W. Stewart 
Ross (Saladin); On the Duty of Honesty in Our 
Convictions, O. E. Plumptre; Scientific Religion, 
R. Bithell; The Blight of Superstition, Charles 
Watts; Anthropology and rthodoxy, Edward 
Clodd: The Disappearance of the Nether World 
F. J. Gould; Religious Ideas: Their Origin an 
Development, Frederick Millar; Signals with 
Mars: A Poem, G. H. Martin; Materialism and 
Idealism Harmonized, Lucian Armstrong. 

Price, 25 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 


- Colonel Kelso’s Works. 


1 cents. 


Reverent 


The Bible Analyzed. Cloth, octavo, 832 
pages, $3. k 

Deity Analyzed. Cloth, 12mo, $1.00. 
The Real Blasphemers. Paper, 12mo, 
188 pages, 50c. 

Spiritualism Sustained. Cloth, 12m9, 

~ 945 pages, $1. 


Universe Analysed. $1. 


Gems of Phought. 


WE should liv with our fellow-citizens 


as With equals, without obsequiousness or 
meanness.— Cicero. 


We should be men first, and subjects af- 
terward. Itis not desirable to cultivate 
a respect for the law, so much as for the 
right.— Thoreau. 


Tis frightful doctrin [of witchcraft] 
filled every friend with suspicion of his 
friend; it made the husband denounce the 
wife, children their parents, parents their 
children. It destroyed the amenities of 
humanity; it did away with justice in the 
courts; it broke the bond of friendship; it 
filled with poison the golden cup of life; 
it turned earth into & very perdition peo- 
pled with abominable, malicious and 
hideous fiends. Such was the result of 
the belief in the supernatural; such was 
the result of giving up the evidence of our 


‘|own senses and relying upon dreams, 


visions and fears. Such was the result of 
the attack upon the human reason; such 
the result of depending on the imagi- 
nation, on the supernatural; such the re- 
sult of living in this world for another; of 
depending on priests instead of upon our- 
selvs.—Ingersoll. 


Aut the priests of the Scarlet Woman 
hold Bible-reading to be an abomination. 
. . . Iwas always told that the Bible 
was ‘‘the word of God.” It seems, how- 
ever, that a larger sect of Christians than 
that to which I belonged regarded and re- 
gard it, in the words of Leo XII., as 
“ the gospel of the Devil.” Now that I 
hav come to the years of discretion, I ad- 
mit that, from internal evidence, I should 
attribute the authorship tothe latter rather 
than to the former claimant. The wicked- 
ness of the volume is suggestiv of the Infer- 
nalPenman. But God and the Devil were 
so very friendly in ancient times (teste their 
amicable interviews in the Book of Job) 
that the work is, perhaps, their joint effort, 
which they brought out on the under- 
standing that they should share equal 
profits from probable sales. If my sur- 
mise be correct, their Divine and Satanic 
majesties must hav had a row over the 
division of the profits—most probably the 
former tried to chisel the latter—for they 
hav produced no such volume since, for 
which the world may be inexpressibly 
rae amie in God and His 

‘ook. 


We hav seen that the animal world may 
be considered a unit, a more or less closely 
connected ascending series of diverging 
organisms. . Then we havy also seen that 
the plant world is linked together in a 
manner that suggests progressiv develop- 


forms. 
plants are joined by intermediate forms 
that puzzle naturalists to tell which king- 
dom they belong to. Haeckel calls these 
forms Protista. They combine certain 
peculiarities of the lowest forms of the true 
realms of life, and thus establish the unity 
of all life that exists upon the earth. 
They represent a stage of existence, early 
in the world’s history, before life divided 
into the two branches of animal and plant. 
Thus we find that the quarter of a million 
of species of animals and plants can be 
fairly assumed to hav arisen from a com- 
mon origin. If they were created at once 
in all these distinct forms, we are at a loss 
to see any meaning in their construction, 
but if we conceive that the present con- 
dition of living things is the result of con- 
tinued modification of the parent forms, 
then the whole chain of life becomes in- 
telligible to us.— Robt. C. Adams. 


Tr a truth dishonors a family, ought the 
historiographer or historian to inform the 
public of it? No; doubtless he is not 
bound to reveal the shame of individuals; 
history is no satire. But if the scandalous 
truth belongs to public events, if it enters 


into the interests of the state; if it has 


produced evils of which it imports to 
know the cause, it is then that the 
maxim of Cicero, that we ought not to 
dare to conceal any truths, should be ob- 
served; for this law is like all others, 
which must be executed, tempered, or 
neglected, according to circumstances. 
Let us beware of this humane respect, 
when treating of acknowledged public 
faults, prevarications, and injustices, into 
which the misfortunes of the times hav be- 
trayed respectable bodies. They cannot 
be too much exposed; they are beacons 
which warn these always-existing bodies 
against splitting again on similar rocks. 
Tf an English parliament has condemned 
a man of fortune to the torture; if an as- 
sembly of theologians has demanded the 
blood of an unfortunate who differed in 
opinion from themeelvs, it should be the 
duty of an honest historian to inspire all 
ages with horror for these juridical assas- 
sina, We should always make the Athen- 
ians blush for {the death Tof Socrates.— 
Voltaire, 


— 
— 


ment from its simplest to its most varied’ 
But it is found that animals and 


soul b, Kemshurg s BOOKS. 


Revised and Eniar 

As a Missionary Document it is unexgelled 
Among the subjects considered by Mr. Rems- 
burg are: The Church and Morality; Crimi- 
nal Statistics, showing the creeds of the 
prisoners in the penitentiaries; the Church and 
Civilization; the Church and Science; _ the 
Church and Learning; the Church and Dib. 
erty; the Church and the Antislavery Nctorm; 
the Woman's Rights Movement; the Temper- 
ance Reform; the Church and the Republic 
Price, 10 cents singly; 75 cents per dozen. 


Bible Morals. Twenty Crimes and Vices 
Sanctioned by Scripture; Falsehood and De- 
ception; Cheating; Theft and Robbery; 
Adultery and Prostitution; Murder; Wars ol 
Conquest and Extermination; Despotism; In- 
tolerance _ and | Persecution; Injustice to 
Woman; Unkindness to Children; Crue'ty to 
Animals; Human Sacrifices; _Cannibatism; 
Witcheraft; Slavery; Polygamy; Intemperance; 
Poverty and_Vagrancy; Ignorance and Idiocy; 
Obscenity. Price, single copies, 25 cents; € 
copies, $1. Special discount on ‘large quanti- 


ties. 

Sabbath-Breaking, This is the best and 
most thorough work syer written on the Sab- 
bath from a rational point of view, Large anà 


handsome print. i 


talse Claims. 


Price, 25 cents; six copies, #1. 


{mage Breaker. Six Lectures: Decline 
of Faith; Protestant Intolerance; Washington 
an Unbeliever; Jefferson an Unbeliever; Paine 
ena Wesley; Christian Sabbath. Each 5 cents; 
bound, paper, 25 cents; per doz., 40 cents. 


fhomas Paine, Tells the Story of the 
Author-Hero’s life, delineates the leading traits 
of his character and genius, and vindicates his 
name from the aspersions cast, upon it. Tri 
utes to Paine’s character are giver from more 
than one hundred noted persons of Europe and 
America, many of them written expressly fo 
this work. Second edition, 160 pages, printe 
on fine tinted paper, neatly bowsd, and con» 
, taining a handsome stee) portrait of Pair > 
GJU sors » 
The Apostle of Liberty. An address dee 
livered in Paine Hall, before the N. E. Freee 
thinkers’ Convention, January 29, 18%. Price, 
1N cents. y 


Pyramid of Gizeh. 


Ancient Egyptian Civilization and Hebrew Nar. ` 


rative in Genesis and Exodus. 
By Van Bonen Denstow. LL.D. Price, 15 cents 


L K. Washhurn’s Works, 


Sunday and the Sabbath. ‘ʻA law regu- 
lating human conduct on the Sabbath is an 1m- 
pertinence.” Price, 10 cents. , 

The False Teaching of the Christian 
Church, ‘The ‘Thirty-nine Articles of 
the Christian church are, thirty-nine poor. 
broken-down opinions.” Price, 10 cents. 

The Foolishness of Prayer. ‘Think of 
‘a minister’s praying God_to kill grasshoppers, 
or trying to induce, the Deity to undertake a 
crusade of one against the Colorado beetle! 
Price, 10 cents. i 

Followers of Jesus. Price, 10 cents. 


Spiritualism: Is It a Faith or a Fact? 
Price, 5 cents. i 
Religious Problems. Price, 10 cents. 


Was Jesus Insane? Price, 10 cents. 
The Public Schools and the Catholic 
Church. Price, 5 cents. 


THE TOCSIN 


is the title of_a little Reform paper, hailing 
from Omaha, Neb., that bursts into the har- 
bor of politics and religion like the mighty 
little Monitor cut the waves through Hampton 
Roads and ran astern the clumsy Merrimac. It 


ADVOCATES 


the reign of Right and Justice, and comer in- 
dorsed a score of the leading thinkers and 
writers of America; it tunes its tone and meas- 
ures ‘Truth according to the natural law of 


EQUAL RICHTS. 


Send for a sample copy of the little Yankee 
Cheesebox. It has 12 pages the size of the ordi- 
nary magazine, and is issued weekly at $1 per year 
in advance. it is absolutely impartial, although 
necessarily opposed to the popular isms of the 
day which contravene Equality. 2 


to heat, cold, 
dial, and all modern improvements; guaranteed 
a perfect timer. L 
cases, $17; 3-ounce coin silver, $22; 4-ounce, $23 
In best fill 


BIBLE MORALS. 


Sanctioned by Scripture. 
By J. E. Remssure. Price, 25 cents. 


THE BEST! 


+ autren 


‘THE  ?} 


“(to Wettstein” WATCH. 


Perfected, new model, 16 jewels, full adjusted 
1d, and position, beautiful double sunk 


Price, in silverine dust-proof 


ed gold case, open-face, dust-proof, $2€; 
hinged case, $28 to $30; hunting, #31 to $04 14 
carat, solid gold, $45 to $150. Nickel works, $2 
more. 

Regular Grade American Watches.— 
Silverine case, 7 jewels, $6; 11 jewels, $7.50; 15 


jewels, $9; ditto, adjusted, $11; ditto, 17 jewels, 


$15. Tn finer cases. add as above. 

Ladies? American Gold Watches.—All 
latest styles, in plush cases; best filled, 7 jewels 
$14; 11 jewels, $15.50; 15 jewels, $20; 14 carat solid 
gold, $10 more. Heavier, more elaborate, and 

amond-set cases, from $5 to $100 more. 

_ All watches. sent with written guarantee, kept 
in order 1 year, and after thattime cleaned for $1 
and returned free. 

Sundries.—Lower grade nickel watches, $5, 
$4, and $3. Best spectacles, $1; best razor, $2; 
best triple-plated teaspoons, $1.80; table spoons 
$3.60, knives, $1.75; forks, $1.75; all for $6. Solid 
silver spoons, $1.50 per ounce; solid silver souv- 
enir spoons, $1, 81.25, $1.50, $2 to $3. 

The Colonel In rersoll.—Tea, $2.50 ;orange, 
$2.75; sugar, $8; gilt bowls, 50 cents more. Extra 
heavy teas, $3. Etched: 

“The Time to be Happy ts Now,” 
50 cents extra. . 

The Torch of Reason Badge, solid gold 
enameled in 5 colors, small pins, $2, $2.75, and 
$3.50. With diamonds, $5, $8. Large, $5, 86, $7.50, 
$10, $15, 820, $30. 

Diamonds, 20 per cent, below market price. 
Send for price lists, cards in colors and gold of 
badge, tracts, etc., free. All goods prepaid (ex- 
cept knives and forks) and cash refunded at op- 
tion. Watch cleaned $1, and returned free. 


OTTO WETTSTEIN, Rochelle, I. 


WATER OF LIFE 
is Doing Wonders in Curing the Sick. 


Write for pamphlet to J. R. 
No. 84 South Main street, Wihieebeee RY, 


“WHY” 


I specially want 500 orders for books vithi 
next three months. means 


Friends will please send stamp for cirgulars and 


ELMINA DRAKE SLENKER, 
Snowville, Va. 


dv sacgetate the 
STOMACH, LIVER 
ano BOWELS, tare 


R'PANS TABULES, 


TARY fe PMO APE Ce Trg 


hi ms 6 Ea” i 
THE NOTED SPECIALIST, 
For Men Only, 

Is a physician of a wide and extensive practice, 
and his remedies.are of the best. The Doctor 
treats all those peculiar diseases of young and 
middle-aged men, as the result of youthful errors 
and excesses, causing Early Decay, Loss of Man- 


hood, Wasting Discharges, Varicocele,, Mental 
and Physical Debility, Idiocy, Insanity, and 


eath, 

To those afflicted and who are desirous of | eing 
cured a booklet of some 33 pages will be sent to 
their address for ten cents, sealed in a plain 
envelope, giving causes and Symptoms of the 
Complaint and a description of the Doctor’s im- 

ortant medical discovery zan Outward Applica- 

ion—a positive cure—the only remedy of the 
kind in existence—with evidences of success. 
dress, DR. R. P. FELLOWA, 
Vineland, N. Jd. 


And say you saw this advertisement in TEE 


Teurn SEEKER. 


SEELEY’S KARD-RUBBER TRUS 


on application. i. B. SEELEY 


HE t TUBE A SPECIALTY. l 

a EENIA O PS, S. D. Gross, D. Hayes Agnew, Willard Parker, W. H, Pancoas'. Dr. Thoma 

G. Morton, and Surgeon-Generals of the y, S, Army and Ne x s a bi 

Hernta or Rupture und Price List,” with illustrations and directions for se “megeurement, maÍ e 
. 


ES 


BERNIA or BUPTUBE with fj 


al 
avoiding nli sonr, H 
ight, Cool. Cleanly, = 
i mechanical treatment ul i 
EITHER IN PERSON EY MAIL. 
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THE MYSTERIES OF GODLINESS.—Jere. xiii, 2—7. 


IRON-CLAD AND MANNA SERIES. 


IRON-CLAD SERIES. 
1 Atonement. Charles Bradlanugh............. 2 
3 Booalar Responsibility. G. J. Holyoake,.... 10 
4 S uence ot Christianity on Civilization. 5 
Pra e D 
7 Buddhist Nihilism. Prof. Max Mueller....- 
5 Reli jon ue Inhumanity. Ei Harrison. sè r 
0: itche o on. is 
10 E demio Delusions. Wanne 7 -- 10 


1 Philosophy of Spiritualism. Marvin... .... 50 
i Tyndall's Bo ask Inaugural and Portrait... 25 


13 Essay on Miracles. David Hamo..........00 10 
14 Land Question. Charles Bradlaugh...... w- & 
15 Were Adam and Eve Our First Parents 


arles Bradlatgh.........ssseresssceeeeee’ 

16 Tay, Do Men Starve? Charles Bradlaugh... 
.18 A Plea for Atheism. Charles Bradlaugh..... 
olyoake...... 
Letter of 
Pitt. Austin Holyoake.......... ° 


- 


. 
. 
. 
a 

An AAAAAR Acar 


25 Freethought and Mod. Progress. Watts...-. 
26 Christianity:-Its Nature and Influence on 
Civilization. Charles Watts....... ieaseines 
28 Thoughts on Atheism. Austin Holyoake.... 
29 Is there a Moral Governor of the Universe? 
Austin Holyoake .......sseessesseenssesees . 
30 Philosophy of Secularism. Charles Watts.. 
88 Is There a God? Charles Bradlaugh.. 
G, 


40 Lord’s Prayer. Charles Bradlau 


Death: or, gY Should the Ai 
ear to Die? By G. J. ak ; 
47 Poverty: Its Effects on the Political Condi- 
tion of the People. Charles Bradlaugh... 
MANNA SERIES. 


' 
` i = 
A SF AROAAaAa 


1 Original Manna for “ God’s Chosen.” . 5 
8 New Life of David. Chas. Bradlaugh. 5 
4 was Excommunicated. Barnar 20 
5 200 Questions Without Answers.............- 5 
6 Dialogue between a Christian Missionary 
and a Chinese Mandarin............. PERT 10 
7 Queries Submitted to the Bench of Bishops 
by a Weak but Zealous Christian......... - 10 
8 Bearch After Heaven and Hel. A. Holy- 5 
CT T rA 
9 New Life of Jonah. Chas. Bradlaugh 5 
10 A Few Words about the De 5 
11 New Life of Jacob 


- & 
12 Daniel, the Dreamer. Austin Holyoake..... 10 
18 Specimen of the Bible: Esther. Holyoake.. 10 
14 Acts of the Apostles: A Farce. A.H......... 10 
16 Ludicrous Aspects of Christianity. A. H.... 10 
16 Twelye Apostles. Charles Bradlaugh........ 
17 Who Was Jesus Christ? C. Bradlaugh....... 5 
18 What Did Jesus Teach? O. Bradlaugh...... 5 
19 New Life of Abraham. Chas. Bradlaugh.... 5 
20 New Life of Moses._Oharles Bradlaugh..... 5 
21 A Secular Prayer. Holyoake. Per doz...... 10 
On orders for Iron Clad and Manna we will send 
1.10 worth for $1; $2.50 worth for $2; $5 worth 
‘or $8, and $10 worth for 85. 
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With Daughter's Babe Upon 
His Knees.” 


Photograph of Colonel Ingersoll, with his 
andohild in his lap, a delicate | ttle souvenir of 

merica’s greates t orator and Freedom's greatest 
champion at home, may be had at this office for 
fifty cents. ' 


SING, BROTHERS, SING. 
USE THE 


LIBERAL HYMN-BOOK 


In your meetings, to make them lively and inter. 
ft g. Hymn-Boox contains songs 
the best poets, adapted to well-known tunes. 

{ iy highly recommended by Messrs. Wakeman, 
tight, Underwood, Mrs. Slenker. 
ay examined it. Price 
TRUTH SEEKER Oc. . 


Hard Knocks | 
at Christianity. 


By R. WHEELER. 


_ This book is just what, its title implies—thum 
ing whacks at superstition. lt deals with the 
effect of Christianity on the world, showing 
what Christians have done to adyance their relig- 
ion and impede the progress of man. It shows 
that Jesus was a false prophet, that the gospels 
are not authentic, and that Christianity is a bor- 
rowed system of religion. Thac the Bible is not 
in accord with Science, that the atonement 
scheme is futile and foolish, and that religion is 
not areal benefit to man. 
Price, 20 cents, six for $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Being true accounts of the passing away of the 
following persons, thus refuting the many Chris- 
tian slanders upon them and others: 

Lord Amberley, John Baskerville, Pierre Bayle, 
Jeremy, Bentham, Paul Bert, Lord Bolingbroke, 
Francois_ Broussais, Giordano Bruno, Henry 
Thomas Buckle, Lord Byron, Richard Carlisle‘ 

illiam Kingdon Clifford, Anacharsis Clootz, An- 
thony Collins, Auguste Comte, Condorcet, Robert 
Cooper, D’Alembert, Danton, Charles Darwin, 
Erasmus Darwin, Delambre, Denis Diderot, 
Etienne Dolet, George Eliot, Frederick the Great, 
Gambetta, Gari » Isaac Gendre, Gibbon, 
Godwin, Goethe, Grote, Helvetius, Henry Heth- 
erington, Hobbes, Austin Holyoake, Victor Hugo, 
Hume, Littre, Harriet Martineau, Jean Meslier, 
James Mill, John Stuart Mill, Mirabeau, Robert 
Owen, Thomas Paine, Courtlandt Palmer, Rabe- 
lais, Winwood Reade, Madame Rolard, George 
Sand, Schiller, Shelley, Spinoza, Strauss, John 
Toland, Vanini, Volney, Voltaire, James Watson, 
John Watts, Thomas Woolston. 

Price, 25 cents. Address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Force and Matter; 


Principles of the Natural Order of ‘the Uni- 
verse, with a System of Morali'y 
Based Thereon. 


By Prorrssorn LUDWIG BUCHNER, M.D. 
vURTENTS + 


‘ores and Matter, 


mortality of Matter, Nature (Teleology), 


Tmmortality of Force, Man, f 
Infinity of Matter, Brain and Mind, 
Value of Matter, ‘hought, 


Motion, Consciousness, 
Form, |. Seat of the Soul, 
Immutability of Natural Innate Ideas 
AWS, | The Idea of God, 
Universality of Natural Personal Continuance 
AWB, ital Force, 
The Heavens, ._ Lhe Soul of Brutes 
Periods of the Creation Free Will, 


of the Earth, | crality, _ 
Original Generation, Concluding Observ» 
Secular Generation, tions. 


Price. $1.50. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 


RAYON Piiittisr & 
Testimonials from prominent Freethinkers. 
Address, E. È. GOBE, Sawyer, Kan. 


The Fitness of Things ip |. 


Col, Ri G Ingersall's 


ARGUMENT 


IN THE 


Reynolds Blasphemy Trial, 
At Morristown, N. J. 


This is the greatest argument ever made in a case 
of this kind, and will be a model for the Bar so. 
long as the Christians use force to repress free 
speech. Its legal acumen is unsurpassed, its elo- 
quence never equaled. Wherever Christian per- 
secution is going on this argument should be 
freely circulated, read to the Christians, and ex- 
pounded on every occasion. 


In paper, 25 cents; in cloth, 50 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette place, New York. 


COSMIAN HYMN-BOOK. 


A COLLECTION OF 


ORIGINAL AND SELECTED HYMNS 


FoR 


Liberal and Bthical Societies, 
for Schools and 
the Home. 
—With Music Written to All the Songs.— 


COMPILED By L. K. WASHBURN. 


Prica, SIAN. Por aala at TATS OFFTCR. 
A SHORT 
HISTORY OF THE BIBLE, 


A Popular Account of the Formation and Development 
of the Canon, 


By BRONSON D. KEELER. 


Contents: The Hebrew Canon. The New Tes- 
tament. The Early Controversies. The Books at 
First Not Considered Inspired. Were the Fathers 
Competent? The Fathers Quoted as Scripturas 
Books Which are Now Called Apocryphal. The 
Heretics. The Christian Canon. 

Paver. 50 cents: cloth. 75 cents. 


MY RELIGIOUS EXPE- 
| RIENCE, 


Being the story of his religious life and mental 
pup neyings. ritten in his happiest and most 

rilliant way, and is the weet of all his splendid 
. 88 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


San Gabriel Valley, Southern Cal. 


Choice Lands for sale by. E. J. BALDWIN in 
the famous SANTA ANITA and adjacent 
Ranchos. Tracts one acre to ten thousand. Per- 
fect for Orange, Lemon, English Walnut, Olive, 
and ail deciduous fruit. General Farming Stock, 
and Dairy., Combines Best Land, Water, Climate, 
and location in the world. For particulars 
address H. UNRUH, Arcadia, Los Angeles 


| By S. P. Putnam. 


works. Price, 25 cents. 


county, California. 


Sfews of the Week. 


Ex-Presmpent Haymes died on the 17th, 
of neuralgia of the heart. 


In a discussion going on in English pa- 
pers over the existence of the sea-serpent, 
Huxley is taking the negativ. 


A BILL making it obligatory for a civil 
marriage to precede the religious cere- 
mony has been introduced in the Italian 
parliament. 


Investigators hay found that 
backs which hav been much handled bear 
many bacteria. Congress will be asked 
to provide for the frequent replacement 
of old paper money by new. 


reen- 


Mr, Carter, the leader of the new 
sect of Carterites at Coloma, Mich., has 
promulgated an order received by him 
from the Lord that all members make 
over to their leader a tenth of their prop- 
erty. 


In the creation of a permanent Apos- 
tolic Delegate in the United States, some 
Protestants say they see—with insufficient 
evidence, perhaps—some crafty work of 
the pope, and eventual supremacy of the 
Catholic church in this nation. 


Tue central figure in a new play at the 
Haywarket Theater, London, is Hypatia, 
the beautiful maiden who taught mathe- 
matics and philosophy at Alexandria, and 
for her successful rivalry of Christian 
proselyters was torn to pieces by a mob of 
monks, 


In Russia the famin is growing, In 
the provinces of Archangel and Petro- 
zavodsk one-third of the people hav 
turned beggars and robbers. The condi- 
tion is what that of France was before 
the Revolution, and has been produced by 
the same cause— suppression of knowledge 
and freedom by church and state. 


In all the Catholic churches in the coun- 
try there were read last Sunday letters 
from the respectiv archbishops announc- 
ing the period for contributing Peter’s 
Pence. Archbishop Corrigan of New 
York, after likening. Mr. Pecci to ‘‘the 
sun, which fails not,” exhorts that the 
collection this year surpass even those of 
preceding years. 

CatHorics complain that Commissioner 
Morgan of the Indian Schools is deter- 
mined to use the remaining two months of 
his term in continuing his persecution of 
their sect. Despite protests he retains in 
office ‘‘a maleficent agent” named Rust 
who ‘‘interferes with the aborigins snd 
deters them from sending their children 
to the Catholic schools.” To a complaint 
against such doings, Senator Vest has 
written in reply: ‘‘ Commissioner Morgan 
is a narrow-minded bigot whose chief 
idea seems to be that all government 
powers should be used to prevent Indians 
being made Catholics.” 


D. Sranron Corr, who founded a Social 
Reform Club in London, has come to 
America to organize another to purify 
what he calls Darkest New York. He is 
he says, disproving the assertion of General 
Booth of the Salvation Army that no 
other organization than that will raise the 
fallen. He is being assisted by Prof. 
Felix Adler, of the Society of Ethical 
Culture. He will furnish, instead of gos- 
pel, soap and water, food, clothes, shelter, 
and education. He will first attack the 
Tenth ward, which he says is twice as 
densely populated as any part of 
London. ‘The society will sell coal, 
groceries, etc., etc., at wholesale rates; 
establish swimming baths; create parks; 
provide tenements with roof gardens; 
institute social and temperance societies 
with coffee and reading and billiard 
rooms, and gymnasiums and dancing par- 
lors, with lectures and classes, and 
dramatic, musical, and art societies; and 
keep the streets clean and_the houses in a 
sanitary condition. 


At Hawleyville, Conn., a new sect has 
risen, calling its belief the Fourfold Gospel. 
Fourteen years ago arich farmer named 
Hawley was reduced to his bed by nervous 
prostration. During his confinement he 
bad taken to reading the Bible assiduously, 
and suddenly conceived the idea that he 
would be cured by faith if he threw awa; 
physic while reading James v, 14, 15: ‘‘Is 
any sick among you? let him call for the 
elders of the church; and let them pray 
over him, anointing him with oil in the 
name of the Lord. And the prayer of 
faith shall save the sick, and the Lord 
shall raise him up.” He took his 
son, Frank K. Hawley, into his confi- 
dence, explaining that he had heretofore 
been a church-member and a member 
only, but that he had now found salvation 
in the word of God. He wrote toa band 
of faith curers in Boston that they should 
pray for him, at that distance, and soon 
after the hour appointed for the prayer 
Mr. Hawley, it is reported, arose and 
walked. He grew completely well, and 
lived till a year ago, when he died of can- 
cer, From this event the seot has risen. 
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‘With Daughter's BabeUpo 


28 LAFAYETTE PL. 


$3.00 Per Year. 


SCENE TE CHRISTIAN BRETHREN SHOUTING and SINGING:—“T want to go where 
Jesus i's. O Grave! where is thy victory? O Death! where is thy Sting?” : 
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SCENE 24 “When awful Deaths grim form appears, O CoA akere shall we fly? 
== What awful terrors, doubts and fears, May make us loath to diel!” 
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PRETENSE AND REALITY—NOT SO ANXIOUS AFTER ALL. 


Conflict Between Mental Science and Theology 


His Knees.” 


Brain and the Bible. Co), A, G, Ingersall's 


THE SABBATH. 


By M. FARRINGTON. 


A Thorough Examination and Ref- 
utation of the Claims of the 
Sabbatarians. 


Price, - = = m = 


The Sunday Question. 


A HISTORICAL AND CRITICAL REVIEW. 
WITH REPLIES TO AN OBJECTOR. 


Bu GEORGE W. BROWN, M.D. 
15 cents 


10 cents. 


Price, - - = = z 


Jlaterialism: 


Its History and Its Infiience 
Upon Society. 


Ly Dr. Louvre Buouner, Author of “Force and 
Matter,” etc. 


Translated from the German. 
Paper, 12mo, 15 cents. 


a 


Bible Temperance. 


LIQUOR DRINKING-—-—— 


Commended, Defended, and 
Enjoined by the Bible. 


By E. C. WALKER. 10 cents. 


Apocryphal New Testament. 
THE GOSPELS, 


Epistles, etc., Attributed to Jesus Christ and hls Apostles, 
~~ and not Included in the Now Testament. 


price, - $1, 


ee ee ee a 
A FEW DAYS IN ATHENS. 
By FRANCES WRIGHT. 


Embellished with the portrait of Epicurus, the 
Greek philosopher, and the author. 


Price, - - - - - 75 cents. 


BIBLE IN INDIA. 


—HINDOO ORIGIN 
D? Hebrew and Christian Rov- 
elation: 


By Lour1s JACOLLIOT, 


Godly Women of the Bible 


A HISTORY OF ALL 
The Women Who Figure In the Bible. 


—BY-— 
An Uncopity Woman oF THE NINETEENTH CENT 


Price, $2. 


Cloth, - = =- èe * > 7% cents. 


SISTER LUCY 


—AND— 


Her Awful Disclosures 


AS O RLY ALLL CONVENT. 
And a Fw Words on Auricular Confosston. 
Uren, -= - - - - wecntes. 


Force and Matter; 


Principles of the Natural Order of the Uni- 
yerse, with a System of Morali y 
$ Based Thereon. 


By EDGAR O. Brat. 
Photograph. of Colonel Ingersoll, with. his ARGUMENT By Prorzssor LUDWIG BUCHNER, M.D. 
grandohild in his lap, a delicate little souvenir of Preface oy R. G. INGERSOLL. IN THE 5 ak $ bine 

Force and Matter, e Fitness 0 ings in 


merica’s greatest orator and Freedom’s greatest 
champion at home, may be had at this office for 
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Unanswerable. Price, $1. 


At Morristown, N. J. 


This is the greatest ar: 
of this kind, and will 


San Gabriel Valley, Southern Gal, 


Reynolds Blasphemy Trial, 


ment ever Mmadein a case 
a Model for the Bar so 


Immortality of Matter, _ Nature (Teleology)s 
Immortality of Force, Man, M 
infinity of Matter, Brain and Mind, 
Value of Matter, Thought, 
Motion, Consciousness, 
Form, Seat of the Soul, 
{inmutability of Natural Innate Ideas 
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Ranchos. Tracts one acre to ten thousand. Per 
fect for Orange, Lemon, English Walnut, Olive, 


A freely circulated, read to th 
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HymxN-Boox contains songs 
pounded on every occasion. 
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fhe Heavens, _ The Soul of Brutes 
Periods of the Creation Free Will, 


of the Earth, |. Morality, 
Uriginal Generation, Conclu di'n g Observa- 
Secular Generation, tions. 


Price, 81.50 Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 
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The Arder of Creation, Thomas Paine’s Works. |J. D. Shaw's Books. 


ra tess 


THE ` 

COGIT BETWEEN GENESIS AND SEN SPR. 
„A CONTROVERSY BETWEED TL 

Bon W. E. QGrADSTONE, Prov faar ? pier 


. H. HUXLEY, M BETIE 
Pror i E. LYNN LINTON. 


12mo, 178 pp.! paper, 50 cts.; cloth. % sts. 


RMLIGION OF HUMANITY 
BETTER THAN 


ETERNAL PUNISHMENT. 


By M. BABCOCK. 


Age of Reason. Pap., 25c.; 
6 copies for $1; clo., 50c. y 
Age of Reason and Examina- 
ion of the Prophecies. 
Pap., 40c.;_clo., 75c. i , 
Apostle of Political and Re- 
igious Liberty. (Life.) By 
J. E. Remsburg. Portrait. Pap.. 
50c.; clo., 750. . ` 
Common Sense. Written in 


1776, le. | . 
Crisis. Written During Am. 
Revolution. Pap., 40c.; clo., 75c. 
Great Works. 8vo. 800 pp.. 
clo., $3; leather, $4; morocco, 
gilte ges, 84.00. 


Ree cet = 2 eee Lite of. By J. E. Remsburg 
Port. Pap., 50c. A e f ; 
rat r Life of. With Remarks ou ines f 
j au. 3 . ; 
Answers to Christian Questions Gomto and Tousscan. By .¢ | who Bibles What Is Tt? A pamphlet con- 
portrait, 60c. i taining eight chapters, in refutation of the 
Life of. With Explanatory assumption that the Bible is a divine book of 


Observations. By G. Vale. Por- ure thought, and correct in all its utterances. 
trait. $1 rice, 25 cents. : 


“And Arguments. i 
Lithograph of. Heavy plate | Studies In Theology. A clear exposition 


By D. M. PENNETT. Paper, 146 pp., 25 0% Z in. posi 
paper, 22x28, $1. PER f the biblical st: f man’s “creation,” and 
Political and Religious Re- ourse,” theologionily denominated “ the fall.” 
TEE former. By B. F. Under- | _ Price, 10 cents. he 
wood. 10c. The Bible Against Itself. Containing 
LOG | C O F D EA T H Political Works: ‘‘ Common one hundred and fifty plain self-contradictions 
: ; Sense,” “Crisis,” “Rights of of the Bible, involving questions of theology, 
FORE Man.” $1.50. morals, and history. Price, 10 cents. 
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Astronomy and Design. 


We will conclude our presentation of the evi- 
dence that the facts of astronomy do not indicate 
an intelligent designer. 

We have referred to the many spheres that have 
been created without any view to the inhabitation 
of man; we will now speak of the empty space 
which has been produced with equal lack of a pur- 
pose to harbor him. To the ordinary view the 
space between our earth and other bodies does not 
seem so vast as to suggest waste and unnecessari- 
ness. Jt seems to most to be about the right dis- 
tance to obviate a clash of these bodies, and at the 
same time allow the passage of heat and light. 
The truth is, however, that the interspaces of 
the heavens are infinitely too vast to fall in with 
the Theistic conception of a universe whose end is 
the inhabitancy of living races. If we were to 
state the distances between this earth and almost 
any of the stars in the form of miles merely, the 
mind would be unable to make so much as a be- 
ginning toward conceiving the enormous numbers 
that we should have to present. To reduce these 
huge sums, astronomical writers have introduced 
the device of “light-time.” Light travels at the 
rate of 186,000 miles a second; a second of light- 
time is therefore taken to mean 186,000 miles. 
Now, the distance of the earth from the nearest 
fixed star is three and three-quarters light-years. 
The distance of the brilliant dog-star is seventeen 
light-years, or a million times that of the earth 
from the sun. Many other stars are removed to 
the extent of two or three thousand light-years. 
Thus the ray by which to-day we are enabled to 
know the existence of these bodies, left its source 
when Homer and Moses trod the earth, and the 
sages of Greece and doctors of Egypt lived and 
taught. “Yes,” says Du Prel, “there can be no 
doubt that there are new-born stars which give us 
no light simply because their rays have not yet 
reached our earth ;” and there as presumably are 
others which have become cold and dark whose 
light, shot forth scores of millions of years ago, is 
to-day still beating upon our sphere. Now, all these 
inconceivable spaces might as well have been studded 
with inhabited worlds, but they were not; and as 
we find these spaces existing without any view to 


weighed a ton. 


mankind, we may infer the globes of matter, in- 
cluding the earth, to be existing without any view 
to mankind. 

Besides all the worlds, and all the space, created 
without any reference to man, there were vast 
lengths of time that passed equally without refer- 
ence to him. The period during which the human 
race has been on the earth is trifling in length 
compared with the eons that passed before it ap- 
peared. A fair estimate of man’s existence is now 
held to be a few million years at the most; but 
the earth must have occupied in condensing and 
cooling into its present state millions of millions of 
years. We find, indeed, on glancing over the facts 
of geology and astronomy, so tremendous as to be 


0 | quite inconceivable these eons of time while 


“Eldest Night 
And Chaos, ancestors of Nature, hold 
Eternal anarchy amidst the noise 
Of endless wars, and by confusion stand: 
For hot, cold, moist, and dry, four champions fierce, 
Strive here for mast’ring, and to battle bring 
Their embryon atoms. Chaos umpire sits, 
And by decision more embroils the fray 
By which he reigns: next him high arbiter 
Chance governs all.” 


Contemplation of the vastly long continuance of 


this mad hurly-burly—this 
; ‘Wild abyss, 
The womb of nature and . her grave, 
Of neither sea, nOr shore, nor air, nor fire, 
But all these in their pregnant causes mixed 
Confusedly ”— 
contemplation, we say, of the senodi wasted in this 
turmoil will bring the mind into seeing the age of 
man’s existence as what it really is, a brief and 
fleeting second amid ages of manless duration. 
Man’s short day is but a ripple on the ocean of the 
infinite continuance of the universe. Even when 
the earth had become so cooled as to bear life, 
thousands of other life-forms than man succeeded 
one another during ages compared with which man’s 
term is but asa tiny speck. For a long period 
the air wa; so thick with carbonic acid gas as to be 
unbreathable by any species resembling the human. 
Plants, whose appetites are for substances just the 
opposite of those required by mankind, throve, and 
reached titanic size. The coal which burns in our 
grate is their remains. To deposit a coal layer 
of a few rods. in thickness required inconceivable 
periods. Then, we find other ages as long during 
which -the earth is inhabited solely by gigantic 
reptiles—ages during which 
: ‘* Nature breeds, 
_ Perverse, all monstrous, all prodigious things, 
Abominable, inutterable, and worse 
Than fables yet have feigned, or fear conceived, 
Gorgons, and Hydras, and Chimeras dire ”— 


ages while uncouth creatures, 

“ huge of bulk, 
Wallowing unwieldy, enormous in their gait, 
Tempest the ocean; there Leviathan, 
Hugest of living creatures, on the deep 
Stretched like a promontory sleeps, or swims 
And seems a moving land, and at his gills 
Draws in, and at his trunk spouts out a sea. 
Meanwhile the tepid caves, and fens, and shores, 
Their brood as numerous hatch.” 

Among these monsters one was a frog that 
Of what good to human beings is 
a frog that weighs a ton? There were, too, large 
companies of the Stegosaurus Ungulatus. These 
were lizards thirty feet, long. It is repugnant to 
belief that a God would prefer the society of lizards 
thirty feet long to that of a party of well-conditioned 
New Yorkers. The Atlantosaurus was a creature 
sixty feet long, beside whom our elephants would 
seem pygmies. He often erected himself and 
ambled about on his hind legs, after the fashion of 
a man, letting his tail drag. He would have been 
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able, standing in Lafayette place, to look in at the 
fifth floor of the Trurs Srexer building. It is 
not consonant to reason that the Lord would con- 
sort with such creatures in preference to a company 
of neatly dressed and often seemly-behaved humans. 
And then the Pelorosaurus, seventy feet long, 
resembling one animal in one part and some other 
animal in another—we shall refuse to entertain the 
idea that any such ridiculous beings could be suc- 
cessful rivals of ourselves in the affections of a Cre- 
ator. It must be admitted that this Age of Rep- 
tiles, and all the other long pre-human eras, were 
brought about merely by natural causes that did not 
care a pin whether man existed or not, and in fact 
didn’t know a thing about him. 

There is another consideration that operates 
against the notion that man’s existence is the 
ultimation, the culmination and flower, of the train 
of processes in which the earth has so long striven. 
This is, that that existence, so long delayed, must 
presently be closed. At a period, remote in our 
conceptions but nevertheless certain to arrive, this 
earth, and with it all the life that it now carries, 
must perish. The balance of the heavenly bodies 
which keeps them from colliding is not, as the 
Theist formerly proclaimed in enthusiastic admira- 
tion, unchangeable and enduring. It must sooner 
or later be destroyed. 

There are two stars in the constellation of Her- 

cules toward which our sun, with its whole retinue 
of the earth and the other planets, is moving at the 
rate of eight hundred thousand miles a day. Not 
merely do the members of each solar system influ- 
ence one another by their gravitation, remarks 
Spencer, but each solar system influences and is 
influenced by the others. If our movement into 
other parts of space continues, it is likely that the 
new conditions under which our planets will be 
thrown will greatly alter their present relations; 
and a slight change of the temperature of the earth 
would abolish its life. ; 
Then, too, did the above contingency not occur, 
it is nevertheless believed that our solar system 
must come to an end within itselfi—by causes 
originating in itself merely. Astronomers have 
lately obtained reason to believe that the inter- 
spaces of the universe are filled with a very thin 
fluid, which they have termed ether. While the air 
about no planet extends farther out than a few miles, 
this ether, it is conceived, fills every nook and cor- 
ner of the universe out of+which it is not crowded 
by more solid matter. Tho existence of this fluid, 
which was once but hypothetical, first received 
proof—or what is some degree of proof—from the 
retardation of Encke’s comet. This comet has at 
present a period of twelve hundred and ten days, 
and it returns each time two hours and forty-five 
minutes sooner than calculation requires. Since 1789 
its period hasshortened two days and sixteen hours. 
Similar diminution of orbit has since been dis- 
covered in the comets of Brorsen, Faye, and 
D’Arrest. The only thing, astronomers say, that 
could cause these comets to take each time a 
smaller circle, is a substance pervading all space. 
The consequences of this discovery are stupendous 
beyond conception. For if this fluid exists, and 
by its friction impedes comets and forces them 
into smaller circles, it will impede our planets 
likewise and force them into smaller circles; and 
as these circles go on contracting some one of the 
planets will get so near the sun as to be drawn 
into it; and the immediate diffusion of this body, 
melted to a mist like that from which it was in the 
first place formed, will check the rest of the bodies 
and permit them to be hurled upon the sun also, 
and the solar system will again be chaoga 
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And formless ruin of oblivion.” 

The time when this catastrophe will come to pass 
is indeed remote. While the light body of Encke’s 
comet will at its present rate lose half its velocity 
in twenty-three thousand years, a ponderous planet, 
it is true, can be retarded but minutely. The 

‘planet Jupiter, for instance, would take seventy 
million years to lose one-thousandth of his speed. 
But the length of the period has nothing whatever 
to do with the certainty of the resvlt. If space 
is filled with a fluid however thin, a fatal end is as 
demonstrable, may be made as plain to all of us 
earth-dwellers, as the fall of an ærolite to our 
sphere. Says Whewell: “Since there is such a 
retarding force perpetually acting, however slight 
it be, it must in the end destroy all the celestial 
motions. The moment such a fluid is 
ascertained to exist, the eternity of the movements 
of the planets becomes as impossible as a perpetual 
motion on the earth.” Helmholtz says: “A time 
will come when the comet will strike the sun; and 
a similar end threatens all the planets, although 
after a time to conceive the length of which baffles 
our imagination.” Mayer likewise contemplates 

- the precipitation upon the sun of all the bodies 
that now revolve about it. It is true that the 
period which will elapse before this disaster will 
be millions of millions of years; but such periods 
are now passing, such periods have already 

passed, and they will be passed again. 

Not merely this, but the doom which awaits our 
solar system must be that, at one time or another, of 
all the other systems throughout the universe. If 
the other stars have planets revolving abcut them, as 
does the star which we call our sun, the same end 
must ensue in the case of every one of them. 

And not only must each system be destr: yed in 
its own borders, but, says Spencer, the systems 
altogether must sooner or later lose their balance 
with one another, and fly together themselvs. 

All these uniting masses, hypothesis farther 
proceeds to mark. out, must by the shock of their 
collision be fused into such primary world-mist as 
that from which they first sprang; and this must 
cool and condense again; and the process be re- 
peated how long conjecture falters in saying. Nat- 
ure, in the words of Du Prel, “amuses herself 
with an eternal building-up and destroying, the 
beginning of which is like the end, and the end like 
the beginning.” 

But the race of man will be no more. Such is the 
transiency, the ill contrivance, the failure to meet 
the requirements of the human race, of the system 
of heavenly bodies whose temporary balance, 
chancing at the present moment to vouchsafe us 
mortals a brief and fleeting day—one paltry mo- 
ment amid eternities—was formerly pointed to in 
pride as an unchanging and wondrous work em- 
blazoning to the gaze of all the wisdom and good- 
ness of a God. 

Even supposing that the heavenly bodies pre- 
serve their present courses, life on the earth must 
nevertheless terminate, from another cause, infalli- 
bly certain. This is the exhaustion of the heat ofthe 
sun. This heat is being diffused in immense quan- 
tities. As a passing mark of the absence of design 
everywhere found, the part of that heat which this 
earth receives is but the 2,300-millionth, the rest 
being squandered, in a small degree on a few unin- 
habitable planets, but mostly in empty space. The 
sun's supply of heat, be it ever so great, must 
necessarily become exhausted. Then the earth 
must become , 

á ‘* A continent 

Dark, waste, and wild, tnder the frown of night 


3 Exposed, and ever- threat’ning storms 
Of Chaos blust’ring round, inclement sky.” 


These dire doings we cite only to drive from 
human conception the harmful notion of a God. 
We do not dwell upon this winding-up of the 
affairs of the universe, and retirement from busi- 
ness of that now eminent and widely credited 
concern, in any spirit of dolor. We do not indeed 
see much that requires to be said upon it at all, 
except that it discredits the notion of a man-serving 
Designer. It is well to say this, because that 


notion of a God has caused woe to the race, and 
should be thrust out. But it would be of no good 
to say anything else, because anything else will not 
help mankind. If the end is to be thus. our fret- 
ting over it will not tend in the slightest degree to 
prevent it. So we may as well be jolly. Crying 
over spilt milk and over a spilt universe is equally 
to be discommended. If some generation or 
other has.to die and terminate the race, why, it 
will beyond doubt be able to do its own dying; 
we don’t intend to die for it. Rather the 
conception of the end admonishes us to make 
pleasant use of the time remaining. Our 
achievements sirce we have begun to emerge from 
the groping dark of superstition show pretty clearly 
that we can do this—i. e., be happy—much. The 
time to be happy is now; fhe place is here; the 
way to be so is to ‘crush, conclude, and quell” 
Theists. 


The sum of this whole matter of adaptation in 
the system of the heavenly bodies may be expressed 
in few words. We laid down, a week or two ago, 
the proposition that moving and moldable bodies 
fit themselves to their courses, and fit their courses 
to themselves. Now, the stars and planets, etc., are 
moving and moldable bodies, and have simply fitted 
themselves to their courses by getting themselves 
into such shapes and sizes that they could~pass 
without colliding; and the way that they did this 
was, such masse: as did at first collide welded 
themselves into one so that they cannot collide any 
more. And they have fitted their courses to them- 
selves by what is the same process stated in other 
words—drawing into themselves all the smaller 
interfering bodies or impeding misis so that these 
bodies and mists do not obstruct the passage any 
more. 


This: even brings us to a way of looking at the 
matter still more unacceptable to the Theist—we 
cannot say that these bodies do not collide, for they 
did do so. We can say only that they—or the 
largest of them, at any rate—are not colliding just 
at the present moment ; and after all the only rea- 
son that they do not is that they did in the past. 


Although the heavenly bodies do move, it is quite 
as true, on the other hand, that there are equally 
great masses of matter that do not move—that is, 
the parts of which each heavenly body is composed 
do not move amidst themselves. These were sepa- 
rate and moving once, but they falsified the Theist’s 
assertion that such bodies do not collide by actually 
colliding, and now they (for a while) can do so no 
more. We view each heavenly body as a whole, 
but we may just as well contemplate it as composed 
of twenty parts or smaller bodies, and complain 
that these do not stay separate and revolve about 
among one another without colliding. But the 
fact is that they cannot do this; they tried it once 
and did collide—this earth is covered with ærolites 
and erolite-dust that did collide, and these move 
as separate bcdies no more. Thus some of the 
universe gets a chance to move, and moves, and 
the Theist calls it evidence of a God; and some 
other of the universe does not get a chance to 
move, and does not move, and he calls it evidence of 
a God. At this rate, anything is evidence of a 
God. 

Some things move; others don’t — therefore God. 
Such is the Theist’s logic when reduced to plain 
words. This seems to us like saying : Some things 
are round; others square—therefore God. Or: 
Some things are red; others blue—therefore God. 


Or to change the point, we will say that this 
proposition of the Theist can as easily be used to 
prove anything at all else as a God. Thus: 

Some things move; others don’t—therefore God. 

Some things move; others don’t—therefore the 
tariff should be maintained. 

Some things move; others don’t—therefore the 
tariff should be abolished. 

Some things move; others don’t—therefore tight 
lacing is harmful. 

Some things move; others don’t—therefore the 
cow jumped over the moon. 

Next week we will deal with other arguments for 
the existence of a God advanced by Mr. Anderson. 


speakers were present. 


Some Handsome Premiums. 


To induce new subscriptions and prompt renew- 
als on the part of our friends we make the follow- 
ing handsome premium offers: 

For $5.00 we will send Tur Trurn SEEKER one 
year ($3.00) and “ Paine’s Great Works Complete,” 
(3.00). This edition of Paine’s works contains a 
picture of Paine, of the statue proposed to be 
erected in Chicago, and of his monument in New 
Rochelle. 

For $5.00 we will send Tae Trout SEEKER one 
year ($3.00) and “The World’s Sages, Thinkers, 
and Reformers” ($3.00). By D. M. Bennett. 

For $4.50 we will send Taz Trura Szexzr one 
year ($3) and a cloth-bound copy of “ Bible Myths” 
($2.50). 

For $4.50 we will send Tuz Trura SEEKER one 
year ($3) and “The Freethinker’s Pictorial Text- 
Book” in cloth ($2.50). 

For $4 we will send Tau Trurs SEEKER one year 
($3) and “The Freethinker’s Pictorial Text-Book” 
in boards ($2). 

For $4 we will send Taz Trurs Srexer one year 
($3) and a copy of “ Old Testament Stories Comic- 
ally Dlustrated ” in cloth covers ($1.50). 

For $3.50 we will send Tux Trout SEEKER one 
year ($3) and “Old Testament Stories Comically 
Dlustrated” in board covers ($1). 

This is a splendid opportunity to obtain books 
which every Liberal desires to hav at an exceed- 
ingly low price. Old and new subscribers can avail 
themselvs of it, and we shall be glad if our present 
readers will call the attention of their friends to 
the values offered. 


—— 

Mr. S. P. Putnam came over to this town from 
Philadelphia after the Paine celebration there and 
made a few calls around before going back to labor 
with—and belabor—the Congressmen on the Sun- 
day opening question. He reports the hearing had 
before the House committee, as the eager result of 
a most wide awakening of the people. Over fifty 
The fanatics had appor- 
tioned their time in a most systematic manner, and 
Elliot Shepard sat watch in hand to pull down the 
long-winded of his crowd at the expiration of the 
allotted time. Jo Cook had ten minutes, the little 
ministers from one to five minutes. The repealers 
were less well organized, but each individual did 
the best he could in the time given him. The 
mayor of Chicago was the principal speaker. Drs. 
Thomas, of Chicago, and Savage, of Boston, were the 
next in order. The organized working-people wer 
represented by Mr. Morgan, the Seventh Day Ad- 
ventists by Mr. Jones. Mr. Putnam was alone 
representing Freethought, and he won his place 
against the declared wish of Durborow to hav 
nothing to do with Freethought by having some 
friends who showed the chairman of the committee 
that Mr. Putnam had a solid backing which would 
not be ignored. Mr. Putnam and Mr. Jones were 
the only ones whoargued from the right standpoint, 
that Congress had no business to legislate in 
religious matters or for a state. The prospect for 
repealing the law is not good, the committee being 
afraid of the effect upon their political fortunes and 
desirous of allowing the matter to rest, when they 
will claim that lack of time prevented action. The 
average Congressman does not stand high in Mr. 
Putnam’s opinion. The only one he met, he says, 
who impressed him as knowing much is a reader of 
Tue Truta Seeger, who lost one political job 
because of the ministers of the town. Mr. Putnam 
returned to Washington Wednesday, and will dis. 
tribute his speech to the Congressmen and other- 
wise work upon their better natures to induce them 
to do an act of justice and redeem their flitting 
reputations. He then resumes his work in the 
lecture field. Through the Federation he will 
shortly acknowledge the generosity of those friends 
who by their contributions of money hav enabled 
him to remain in Washington and force a recognitir n 
of Liberalism from reluctant lawmakers. 

eae 

We thank Messrs. S. L. Hogan and Edward 
George, the former for 50 cents donation, the latter 
for $1. Also Mr. W. J. Locke for a long list of 
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yearly renewals from his town, amounting to $34, 
and several others for new subscribers and gener- 
ous renewals, whose letters of -encouragement will 
be printed soon. We are exceedingly grateful for 
the assistance rendered us during the past three 
months, and hold a lively sense of obligation toward 
those who contributed in any way to our relief. 
Prompt renewals on the part of those whose sub- 
scriptions expire this winter will place us beyond 
the necessity of so often recurring to the financial 
part of our work. 


With Our Gongressmen. 


News and Notes. 


The twenty-fifth annual convention of the Na- 
tional American Woman Suffrage Association was 
held in Washington last week, and the exercises 
were exceedingly entertaining. There is no ques- 
tion of the smartness of the average woman and her 
capability of ruling, as well as talking, in every 
sphere of human life. The essays and lectures 
were bright, witty, learned, and argumentativ. 
Mrs. S. B. Anthony presided with dignity, equipoise, 
exquisit good nature, and womanly impartiality. 
Mrs. Anthony is growing handsomer every day—or 
year—and when she is a hundred years old she will 
be quite a belle. In her way she is a woman of 
genius, and very few men hav male so honorable 
and glorious a career or done more good to human- 
ity. Of course the argument is all on the side of 
woman suffrage, and some day these reformers will 
win the victory. 

“ But these women, who hitherto hav been so brave 
and earnest and ready to meet any question of uni- 
versal human rights, are wily politicians in these 
latter days, and can be “artful dodgers” in a way 
that would do credit to any member of Congress, 
and in this regard I mast speak more in sorrow 
tharin anger. The following resolutions were in- 
troduced and at once the wild waves of excitement 
dashed to and fro: 


Wuereas, The Constitution of the United States prom- 
ises non-interference with the religious liberty of the 
people; and ; 

Wuereas, Congress is now threatening to abridge the 
liberty of all in response to ecclesiastical dictation froma 
portion of the people. 

Resolved, That this association enters a protest against 
any national attempt to control the innocent inclinations 
of the people, either on the Jewish Sabbath or the Chris- 
tian Sunday, and this we do quite irrespectiv of our in- 
dividual opinions as to the sanctity of Sunday. 

. Resolved, That we especially protest against this pres- 
ent at:'empt to force all the people to follow the religious 
dictates of a part of the people as establishing a precedent 
for the entrance of a most dangerous complicity between 
church and state, thereby subtly undermining the foun- 
dation of liberty so carefully laid by the wisdom of our 
fathers. 

These are admirable resolutions and distinctly 
state the issue, and had ths whole matter from the 
beginning been stated to Congress in this fashion I 
am quite sure it would hav been effectiv. Whoever 
drew up these resolutions evidently understcod the 
far-reaching consequences of this illiberal legislation, 
and that woman as a citizen was as much interested 
in its serious results as man. Yet the women of 
the Suffrage Association were afraid to record 
themselvs on this question of fundamental human 
riguts. It wouldn’t do to take a stand. The fear 
of the church was upon them, and so, after a lively 
debate, the matter was in definitly postponed. What 
will the preachers say? was the main argument. 
How can we make a declaration against their 
claims? How can we antagonize the Women’s 
Christian Temperance Union? It was said that the 
association being organized for the purpo‘e of ob- 
taining woman suffrage, it was entirely out of its 
line to state its opinion on Sunday opening. Asa 
matter of policy, therefore, no action was taken. 
A few undaunted ones were in favor of simple and 
absolute right, but most went along the current of 
expediency. It was a sad mistake, and to my mind 
woman suffrage has received a blow from which it 
will not soon recover. If women pursue the line 
of expediency and refuse to help overthrow a great 
wrong how can they expect men to io otherwise? 
One might say, I admit the justice of the plea fcr 
woman’s suffrage, but the prejudice is too strong, 
and as a maiter of policy I cannot advocate the 
cause. What can these women reformers say, 
when t:ey hav pursued the same course, when they 
hay shown timidity and indecision in dealing with an 
all-important question of constitutional rights? If 
woman thus forsakes justice before she has the 
ballot, will she not equally torsake justice when the 
ballot is in her hands? Can we t ust women to 
improve politics when on a question of pure right 
they hav not dared to express an honest thought? 


|of the world’s advancement ? 


If it comes to a matter of expediency I shall vote 
against woman suffrage, for with this example be- 
fore me I am afraid that with the ballot in her 
oe she would vote for a union of church and 
state. 

The church will never giv woman the right to 
suffrage, never. She may bend and kneel and 
cringe, but the church in its very nature and 
theology is opposed to the absolute equality of 
woman with man. If woman ever receives the 
ballot she will receive it by the vote of Liberals, 
and not by the vote of priests; and yet to-day, out 
of the fear of priests the leading women of this 
movement for their own freedom hav dared to take 
no stand against wrong. Can they expect Liberals 
to make sacrifices for their benefit when they hav 
deliberately refused to speak a word for liberty? 
They call upon the working-women to unite with 
them, and yet there are one hundred thousand 
working-women in Chicago, typewriters, clerks, etc., 
who by this action are shut out from the noble 
and splendid inspirations of the World's Fair. 
Will not these women be indignant at the fact that 
this association did not dare to speak a word for 
their liberty and exaltation to highest advantages 
I am afraid the 
working-women of this country will think the 
National American Woman Suffrage Association is 
too aristocratic and select for their toiling thou- 
sands when it sees a huge injustice against them and 
is dumb. 

The Liberal spirit prevails among the members 
of this association. If the resolution had been 
pressed it would hav passed, but weak counsels 
lost to woman this glorious opportunity to exercise 
her noble privilege to stand for liberty. I hope for 
better things hereafter. 

Rev. Anna H. Shaw made the closing speech of 
the convention, and although she is in good and 
regular standing in the Methodist church, with a 
few exceptions she made a sparkling Freethought 
address. She cordially indorsed Ingersoll’s splen- 
did declaration that all the use of a government was 
to maintain personal liberty. Said the Rev. Anna, 
«I had rather be free in perdition than a slave 
in heaven. I had rather be a free sinner than a 
bonded saint; for if I were free in the depths of 
hell I’d climb to paradise or know the reason why.” 
This was received with unbounded applause. I 
guess the women will come out right one of these 
days and giv the priests an unexpected blow. 

The women hay an institution here, with a most 
mystical transcendental name—the Wimodaughsis. 
I couldn’t make it out at first. From what lan- 
guage originated this wonderful name? ~What’s 
ina name? Oh, there's a good deal in this name— 
enough to make the masculin heart tremble. Wives, 
mothers, daughters, sisters—the first syllable of 
each of these names compose this supreme word— 
‘Wimodaughsis. The house so called is a pleasant 
gathering-place for social, literary, reform, and scien- 
tific matters. I listened to a lecture the other 
evening on “Chinese Poetry,” by Dr. Collins, a 
missionary, I believe, who has lived for twenty 
years in China. The lecture was not only inter- 
esting, but Liberal from my point of view, for the 
speaker showed that four thousand years ago in 
China were all the essentials of the Christian 
religion in reality, passion, philosophy, and virtue. 
The lcve poems were beautiful, and there were 
poems of war, industry, and reform as noble as the 
strains of Whittier and Lowell, and as fresh and 
powerful asthe majestic messages of Walt Whitman. 
How true it is that human nature is the same every- 
where—that really there is nothing new under the 
sun—that even in Chinese literature four thousand 
years ago we find grandeur of philosophical specu- 
lation, noble pathos, tender passion, the exquisit 
and beautiful sentiments which are as immortal as 
the human race itself. 

What about the Sunday opening? I can re- 
port no progress this week. ‘The great orthodox 
lion is here, ready to growl if the slightest thing is 
done for human liberty. The committee are not 
prepared to report. I am satisfied that a majority 
of the House would vote for repeal if the question 
was presented. In the Senate, however, the fight 
is almost hopeless, and when it comes to the presi- 
dent there is another enormous barrier. The mem- 
bers of Congress are constantly besieged with letters, 
telegrams, and petitions from the well-organized 
Christian forces all over the land, and so fast and 
furious do these come that the impression is con- 
veyed that a large majority of the people are in 
favor of Sunday closing. Some Congressmen hav 
told me that personally they are in favor of open- 
ing, but that the majority of their constituents 
were the other way and that they might vote to 
please those whom they represent. I am satisfied 
that there is no real majority in favor of Sunday 
closing, unless in the Southern districts; but every 


Christian tries to make himself heard through the 
power of the great organization to which he be- 
longs, while not one in ten of the Liberals is heard 
from. Yet, as a matter of fact, the real signatures 
in favor of opening outnumber by far those on the 
other side. Ishould judge there were nearly two 
million signatures to Sunday-opening petitions, 
while there are less than half a million on the 
Sunday-closing petitions. But the churches come 
to Congress not with genuinly signed petitions, 
but with organizations, and in this way roll up a 
mass of forty million names in favor of Sunday 
closing, and some Congressmen are fools enough 
to believe in this array of fictitious names. It is 
true, as Rev. Mr. Savage said to the committee, 
“ Figures never lie, but liars will figure.” There 
never was such a colossal lie on record as this lie 
of the Christian churches to-day. But this lie is 
producing a tremendous effect. It has the. seven- 
league boots. It has the wings of an archangel, 
the voice of God, and the gall of the devil himself, 
and plays a bold hand, as if it held the royal flush. 
It takes a brave Congressman to “see” the bluff. 

The House committee on the World’s Columbian 
Exposition wrestled for two hours Tuesday morn- 
ing last with the Sunday-opening proposition, and 
when it adjourned to attend the meeting of the 
House neither the Sunday-openers nor the Sunday- 
closers had secured a decided advantage. The 
result of the meeting, however, was not satisfactory 
to Chairman Durborow, nor was it promising of 
success in his efforts to hav Congress rescind its 
action closing the gates on Sunday. The disposi- 
tion of the members of the committee apparently 
was to leave the subject alone and not to stir up 
further agitation of religious bodies by bringing 
in any recommendation to Congress. 

The discussion in the committee was discursiv 
to a considerable degree, and frequently was not 
directed with definitness to the proposition as it 
was embodied in the resolution before the com- 
mittee, members offering suggestions as to the 
manner in which it might be possible to hav Sunday 
opening in some modified form which would be less 
obnoxious to religious sentiment. Representativ 
Houk of Ohio was one of these members who 
favored a partial Sunday opening. His idea, in a 
general way, was that the gates should be opened 
on Sunday afternoon, but that the public should 
be admitted only to the art galleries and to other 
kindred exhibits. He was also in favor of the 
proposed religious hall in which all denominations 
should hold devotional exercises. 

There was more support to this view of a modi- 
fied Sunday opening than to the kind of open- 
ing proposed by the Fair managers. Mr. 
Houk’s plan also involved sacred music and 
a strict requirement that employees should not 
work more than six days in the week. Much of 
the time he occupied during the season was taken 
up in reading the long letter heretofore referred 
to addressed to President Higginbotham. ‘This 
letter was largely in the nature of suggestions, and 
asked whether or not, in view of the opposition 
shown by religious organizations, it might not be 
that the receipts would be diminished by continued 
agitation, and it might not, on the whole, be well 
to withdraw the proposition. A letter was read 
from Fred Douglass favoring Sunday opening. 

Such is the present condition cf affairs. But we 
say to Liberals, keep sending letters, petitions, etc. 
It’s no use to giv up. Don’t let agitation cease. 

SamueL P. Purnam. 
1 


Business Notes. 
New editions are now in press of Paine’s ‘‘ Great 
Works ” complete, his ‘‘ Political Works,” and Ingersoll’s 


“Liberty in Literature,” to which we hav added the 
Funeral Address, now for the first time in print. 


Mr. Alexander’s new book, ‘‘ The Dynamic Theory of 
Life and Mind,” showing that organized beings are the 
result of natural laws and shaped by their environment 
rather than the manikins of some huge creature created 
for his pleasure and governed by his caprice, is meeting 
with much deserved appreciation. Jt is just about what 
Liberalism needed to complete the philosophy which 
overthrows the Christian superstition. It explains Dar- 
winism as no other work does except Haeckel’s ‘‘ History 
of Creation,” which is too technical for general pur- 
poses. 


We hav received a new supply of ‘‘Government Ana- 
lyzed,” by the late Colonel Kelso, and shall be happy to 
supply them at $1.50 each, not $1 as previously announced. 
The work has created considerable excitement among the 
political reformers, and has much to justify an attentiv 
study by those interested. 


We shall close the collection of ministerial doings 
February 15th and proceed to the making of the book, 
Orders will be received if our friends desire to send the 
game with their renewals and filled as soon as the printers 
allow us to hav the book. 
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Seience and Progress. 


Survival of the Fattest. 


The young gorilla in the Berlin Zoo was getting 
thinner from week to week since his transfer to the 
new monkey-house, and has at last succumbed to the 
climate—or rather to the idea that health and hap- 
piness depend upon the careful exclusion of fresh 
air: Ear-aches and a penchant for bombastic 
speeches, however, are so compatible with longev- 
ity, that the Berliners may console themselvs with 
the survival of at least one superlativ ape. 

Profits of Superstition. 

About a year after the election of Pope Alexander 
VI., Prince Pico de Mirandola held an audience at 
the Vatican, and was so amazed at the Rationalistic 
remarks of the Holy Father that he ventured a 
bold question: “In that case, why does not your 
holiness reduce the creed of the church to a pure 
Theism?” The vicar of Christ tapped him on the 
shoulder and conducted him to a room where a lot 
of Peter’s pence boodle lay stacked up like wheat 
inagranary. “Look at that, my young friend,” 
said the frank pontiff; “do you think it would be 
wise to discourage so useful asuperstition?” The 
cogency of that argument still holds good. The 
“Grand Metropolitan” of the Greek church re- 
ceives a yearly salary of 65,000 roubles. The arch- 
bishop of Toledo practically controls the revenues 
of 900 square miles, and some of his brother prel- 
ates in Andalusia and Aragon boast incomes that 
contrast strangely with the pittance salaries of 
Spanish pedagogs. In Portugal, too, the clergy 
has to be surfeited, no matter who starves, and the 
emoluments of the Anglican primates equal those 
of a German grand-duke. 

Rapid Conversion. 

Since the reorganization of the French army the 
supercilious tone of the Hast European press has 
undergone a change as remarkable of that of the 
Paris newspapers during the hundred days of the 
Restoration. «The monster has left his den;” 
“The usurper has landed at Frejus;” “The in- 
sane ambition of the exile hurries him from venture 
to venture and will hurry him on to destruction ; ” 
“Bonaparte has captured Grenoble;” “Napoleon 
has raised the tri-color flag at Lyons;” “The em- 
peror is approaching Fontainebleau ;” “ His imperial 
majesty has entered Paris amid the acclaims of his 
faithful subjects.” 

Accounts to Settle. 

« A falsehood,” says Paley, “is a breach of promis, 
for whosoever addresses his discourse to a fellow- 
man, tacitly agrees to speak the truth, because he 
knows the truth is expected.” What breach of 
contract suits will confront the orators of Jesuit- 
ism if the eyes of their fellow-men ever get opened ! 

A Proxy Stigma. 

The Catholic clergy of the East-Austrian prov- 
inces are on their hindlegs with rage at the civil- 
marriage law. In Transylvania they appoint com- 
mittees to watch every pair of lovers, and in Hun- 
gary they openly threaten to refuse Christian burial 
to persons who prefer the marriage contract of the 
law to the ceremonies of the orthodox church. The 
married life of the worldly-minded, they insinuate, 
will be denounced as concubinage, and their chil- 
dren denounced as Auswuerflinge (“ whelp brats”). 
The philosopher Diderot summed up the whole 

ievance ina memorable aphorism: “An illegiti- 
mate child,” he said, “is a wretch who dares to 
exist without having given the church an oppor- 
tunity to make boodle nine months before his 
birth.” 

The Other Side. 

The church papers of our Southern border-states 
affect a fit of indignation at the Sunday bull-fights 
of our next neighbors, which they maintain ought 
to be suppressed in the interest of law and order 
(the Sabbath Blue laws), but also as 2 common 
duty of humanity ; and the henchmen of the 
ultra-pious governor of Texas plainly hint that 
Uncle Sam ought to try the arguments used in the 
abolition of the African slave-traffic and put a stop 
to the immoral proceedings on the other side of 
the Rio Grande. The sympathy of the orthodox 
may naturally champion the cause of the oxen; but 
suppose some Mexican moralist should appeal to 
the “common instincts of humanity” and preach a 
crusade against the Sabbath bigots who suppress 
popular recreations on the only day when nine out 
of ten workingmen find their only chance of leisure, 
and, who thus drive millions of young men from the 
greenwoods and baseball-grounds to the dram-shop, 
from athletic sports to sloth and secret vices ? 

Secular Saints. 

The graves of the most venerated men in almost 

every country of Europe happen to be those of 


Freethinkers: Voltaire’s, Mirabeau’s, and Gam- 
betta’s, in France; Bruno’s and Garibaldi’s, in 
Italy; Rousseau’s, in Switzerland; Goethe’s, Les- 
sing’s, Frederick the Great's, the emperor Fred- 
erick’s, Schiller’s, and Humboldt’s, in Germany; 
Byron's, Burns’s, and Darwin’s, in England; and 
Joseph the Second’s, in Austria. Louis Kossuth 
may find his last resting-place in exile, but if his 
remains should be transferred to his nativ land, his 
countrymen will not permit the evergreens of his 
tomb to wither. 
Curious Hybrids. 

The Darwinian theory at first seemed as irrecon- 
cilable with the phenomena of hybridism as Lucian’s 
“slow and steady sunrise of culture” with the long 
midnight of the Middle Ages; but the alleged per- 
manence of species has evidently been greatly over- 
rated. Professor Karsen, of Riga, reports that the 
European roe can be readily crossed with several 
varieties of deer, and a correspondent of the 
Journal de Physiologie describes a “rabbit farm” 
near Angouleme, France, where M. Charles Roux 
succeeded in cross-breeding hares and conies—the 
hybrids having in several cases proved more fertil 
than either of the parent species. The Munich 
zoo exhibits a pair of lynx-kittens, and the Zoo- 
logical Garden of Cincinnati, O., boasts a similar 
curiosity, a litter of wolf-puppies—the progeny of a 
gray wolf and a female Esquimaux dog. In more 
than one menagerie the union of tigers and she- 
lions has resulted in the birth of striped whelps. 
The ibex (steinbok) of the Alps has been success- 
fully crossed with the common goat, and the male 
goat with ewes, and even with several species of 
antelopes. 

A Cheap Luxury. 

The counts Louis and Emile Vendome, descend- 
ants of the famous marechal, are a curious pair: 
the one passes his time in entomological pursuits, 
the other in collecting “evidences of the Christian 
miracles.” Count Emile is going to visit the 
United States before the end of this year, but is 
not apt to become a society pet, as he renounces 
all fashionable amusements for the pleasure of 
hunting insects. The illustrious savant ought to 
try a Bowery lodging-house. 

: Vices of the Age. 

The besetting vices of ancient Greece were 
wine-worship and sensuality; of Rome cruelty and 
the lust of power; of the Middle Ages gluttony, 
drunkenness, . bigotry, and mental prostitution 
(voluntary subjection of reason to faith); of the 
eighteenth century frivolity and gallantry, in the 
duc de Richelieu’s:sense of the word; of the pres- 
ent age dollar-worship and hypocrisy. The 
prevalence of joint-stock associations for the sup- 
pression of truth and the perpetuation of other- 
wise untenable fictions has reached a degree that 
clearly indicates the beginning of the end and the 
near advent of a better religion. 

Green- Winged Angels. 

The naturalist Walker collected a large number 
of talking birds for the purpose of testing their 
intellectual capacities, and after years of experi- 
ments now comes to the conclusion that his pets 
“do not attach the slightest meaning to the phrases 
they hav been taught to repeat.” Parrots would 
make model Sunday-school pupils. 


Chronological Preference. 

A medical journal publishes a “symposium ” on 
the working habits of literary men. Some of the 
respondents confess that they follow no fixed rule, 
but write whenever the spirit moves them. Others 
prefer the early morning, or think it at least the 
best plan to finish the bulk of their work before 
dinner. Very few only recommend late hours; but, 
judging from the literary record of the benighted 
ages, religious writers evidently succeed best in the 
dark. F. L. Oswarp. 

> 

Untess the authenticity of the historical books of 
the New Testament can be certainly established, 
we hav no eye-witness of the Christian miracles at 
all; and, in the absence of such testimony, the ad- 
verse arguments derived from the uniformity of 
nature, and from mythological analogy, which traces 
the belief in miracles to the universal propensities 
of uncritical ages, rush in with overwhelming force. 
In fact, in almost any book written by a learned 
man who feels himself at liberty to say what he 
really thinks you will soon find the miracles aban- 
doned, though it may be with evident reluctance.— 
Goldwin Smith. 


i 
Farra without verification is the greatest of the- 
ological virtues—Blessed are those who believe like 
little children. John Wilson, M.A. 
—— ri 


Please renew your subscription and obtain an- 
other subscriber. : 


Communications, 


«The Saturday -Globe”? and Thomas Paine. 


The Saturday Globe, a rival of the Police Ga- 
zette, and a publication the would-be editors of 
which are provided with more boodle than brains 
for its production, has recently furnished the “our 
million readers,” who thus “attest its popularity” 
and their intellectual inferiority, a column of lies 
and abuse respecting America’s sublime savior, 
Thomas Paine. 

When I attempt to think of the mighty struggles 
in the past for human liberty, of the long-time 
evolution of the Christian masses from slavery to 
partial manhood, when I remember that present 
comfort has come through the sacrificial blood of 
millions of sons of nature, then my body is shaken 
with Infidel indignation knowing how the skunks 
of superstition hav squirted their noxious perfumes 
over the renown and memory of the most unselfish 
man, the noblest lover of liberty, and the most 
effectiv patriot of the last century. 

I do not wish to be understood as asserting that 
one of the two proprietors of the said sensational- 
istic journal originated the article on Paine, for I 
hardly think either of them possesses mentality 
necessary toward such accomplishment. But as 
the infamous statements hav been very widely 
circulated, it is deemed desirable in the interest of 
truth, or Infidelity, which is merely a synonym for 
honesty, progression, and happiness, that the im- 
partial Trova Seexer allow room herein to reply to 
the Saturday Globe. Certainly the most direct 
course to profitably refute slander is through the 
paper in which it appeared. But the managers of 
Police Gazettes are cautiously aware that if such 
papers print the truth concerning famous Infidels 
and Infidelity, a malady called lackofreaders will 
destroy their business, prevent success, and force 
them into an asylum or almshouse. 

The scandalous article in question, a review of 
which serves to deepen our disgust for the priest- 
hood and strengthen our pity for the laity, is as 
self-contradictory as man’s revelation about God. 
We first read that Paine was a “Patriot Infidel,” 
and further on that he “ was a very bad man.” We 
are told that after Mr. Paine returned to this 
country from France in 1802 he “found him- 
self almost an entire stranger in the country, poor 
and friendless,” and we are also informed by the 
same miscreant or lunkhead that Mr. Paine owned 
during this his time of poverty a “farm at New 
Rochelle which had been confiscated during the 
Revolution.” It is probably difficult for one not 
an orthodox Christian to comprehend why a worth- 
less farm was confiscated, and how a farm-owner 
could hav been poor. We see Mr. Paine, “a very 
bad man,” had been honored with the friendship 
and confidence of Washington, Franklin, and Jeffer- 
son. But enough of the self-contradictory parts of 
the villainous balderdash hav been specified. 

We notice that “ William Cobbett, the celebrated 
English reformer, had Mr. Paine’s bones disinterred,” 
etc., but we do not discern it stated that this “ cele- 
brated English reformer” was himself a Painite 
Infidel. So we wish to penetrate the brain of the 
Globe contributor, if possible, with Cobbett’s 
words on Paine. They were, “I saw Paine first 
pointing the way, and then leading a nation through 
difficulties of all sorts to independence, and to 
lasting liberty, prosperity, and greatness, . . . 
Old Age having laid his hand upon this truly great 
man, this truly philosophical politician, at his ex- 
piring flambeau I lighted my taper.” Evidently 
the Globe knew not Cobbett’s, their “celebrated 
English reformer,” opinion of Thomas Paine. 

The villainous article calls Paine the “great 
assailant of—first, earthly kings, and then the King 
of Kings.” If by the words “King of Kings” 
God is meant, then the Globe writer is either a 
scamp or an ignoramus. There is not living to-day 
a human being who has more belief in God than 
had Thomas Paine. I would advise the latest assail- 
ant of freedom’s greatest champion to read “The 
Age of Reason,” as he has not yet reached that 
period. Continuing, we read, “The history of 
Paine affords rich matter for thought, and bis mon- 
ument by the roadside is an object-lesson to the 
contemplativ mind.” Very true. Yes, the history 
of Paine exhibits the ingratitude of succored bigots, 
the relentless hatred of those who pretend to love 
their enemies, and the malice of hypocrits. But 
we ought not to forget that only until very re- 
cently hav even a small part of the American pop- 
ulace been sufficiently Infidelized to appreciate true 
benevolence and love of man by man. The Globe's 
fabricator urges the usual orthodox arguments re- 
lating to Paine, and with a vehemence seldom par- 
alleled. He remarks that Mr. Paine died “utterly 
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friendless, and was buried by drunken negroes who 
sang his requiem in coarse and fiendish jests. To 
what a depth of degradation must he hav fallen 
when only such characters could be found willing 
to bury his mortal remains, and even they regarded 
him with such contempt that they sang while shov- 
eling the earth upon him : 
‘* Old Tom Paine, here he lies, 

Nobody laughs and nobody cries; 

Where he’s gone and how he fares, 

Nobody knows and nobody cares.” 

Of such writers itis appropriate to say, “ Of such 
is the kingdom of (priestcraft’s) heaven.” I am of 
the opinion that these late lies about Paine will as 
effectually keep little lambs from wandering from 
the Christian fold as the prophet-baldhead-urchin- 
she-bear story. Let uslook at these last false state- 
ments philosophically. Suppose them true. Then 
we are compelled to conclude that the Américan 
people when Mr. Paine died, instead of being Chris- 
tians who ever are notorious lovers of enemies, 
were surely beasts who neglected their illustrious 
dead, or, perchance, they were adherents of that 
clique of Christians who act upon that curious 
ancient suggestion, viz., “Let the dead bury the 
dead.” The treatment of Paine living and dead by 
the American people is a dark blot on our national 
character equaled only by our former system of 
negro slavery. And no better man ever lived. 
History is powerless to set forth the equal of Paine 
in unselfish motivs, nobility of conduct, capacity 
of discernment, grandeur in purpose, and immens-. 
ity of world-benefiting achievement. 

There is much more in the Globe article which 
perhaps ought to be referred to, but as time passes 
in penning these lines the writer is approaching that 
degree of disgust, caused by the calumny considered, 
that effort is required to linger longer on the sub- 
ject. This latest falsifier of history, who says Paine 
was honored with the friendship of Jefferson, should 
hav thundered in his ears what Jefferson said of 
Paine after he was friendless, poor, and buried by 
drunken negroes, etc. Here is what Jefferson did 
say—Thomas Jefferson the Infidel, he who wrote 
the “great Declaration”: ! You ask my opinion of 
Lord Bolingbroke and Thomas Paine. They were 
alike in making bitter enemies of the priests and 
pharisees in their day. Both were honest men! 
both advocates of human liberty. No 
writer has exceeded Paine in ease and familiarity of 
style, in perspicuity of expression, happiness of 
elucidation, and in simple and unassuming lan- 
guage.” 

So we see that the great Jefferson could not agree 
with the gentleman who has lately pronounced Mr. 
Paine “a very bad man.” It is always unpleasant 
to attack a skunk. Such animals should be homeo- 
pathically dosed with a pole-cat-o’-nine-tails, not with 
a pen. Epwin N. Brecuer. 

a : 


English Notes. 


After the summer season there always comes a 
period of repose in our English Secularism. Such 
a thing seems illogical, I will admit, but on closer 
inspection it will be found to be not altogether un- 
` reasonable. First of all it must be remembered 
that ours is a most unpopular party. As soon as a 
man becomes settled comfortably in the world and 
gets beyond the reach of pecuniary anxieties, he 
begins to feel an attraction to Unitarianism and other 
low-grade forms of religion which do not exclude 
him from social circles. He believes no more than 
he did hitherto, but suppresses the avowal of his 
disbelief and disappears from Freethought societies. 
The consequence is that our party is ever poor, since 
those of moneyed powers who are honorable 
enough to remain amongst us are few and far be- 
tween. Nothing remains, then, but to work our 
branches on the most economical lines, to push our 
views in the open air during summer months and 
to. forego the expense of hiring halls with the 
probability of small audiences. 

It will be readily understood that large and en- 
thusiastic gatherings under the broad canopy of 
heaven do not prognosticate similar meetings in a 
Secular hall. Ten thousand excuses, such as 
« Happened to be passing by and stopped to listen,” 
come to the lips of those who feel they need apol- 
ogize for their presence when they are caught in 
the open air. No such excuse avails them if they 
pay for admission and deliberately enter a lecture 
hall. Even newspapers can be found to chronicle 
an outdoor meeting which would never dare to re- 
port one within walls. So we hav to cut our coat 
to our cloth—to knock off expensiv and disappoint- 
ing indoor gatherings and content ourselvs with 
speaking by the wayside when the sun is good 
enough to shine upon us. 

So far as those places are concerned where halls 
can be had (no easy task, I can assure you), & very 


fair amount of success is rewarding the laborers, 
especially where a due regard is had to public an- 
nouncements. 

Perhaps the most important thing to record in 
these days of comparativ monotony is a new de- 
parture by the Rochdale branch. Many truth 
seekers will remember Rochdale as the birthplace 
of the famous John Bright. The town is very fort- 
unate in many respects. First of all, it is only 
some ten miles from Manchester, which is the 
London of the north. Then its vicar is a very 
broad-minded clergyman of unimpeachable life and 
universally respected. The mayor, a Wesleyan by 
the way, is equally liberal and ready to take part in 
all good works. When I paid Rochdale my first 
visit last summer I found the Secularists in a dis- 
consolate condition. They hava lovely hall whith 
holds at least six hundred people. The expenses 
of the hall were covered by receipts from dancing 
classes and so on; but they much preferréd using 
the place for its legitimate purpose, and were 
on the point of selling it to others who could make 
more use of it. My advent prevented that calamity. 
Friends turned up as if by magic; and regular 
Thursday night lectures and Sunday concerts with 
occasional addresses became at once the order of the 
day. Not satisfied with that the branch set about 
to see what was wrong with Secularism, that it did 
not become more popular amongst the masses. 
Briefly stated, it was considered that the program 
was too metaphysical and far too little practical. 
Men want measures, not theories. To teach men to 
rationalize morality, to dignify labor, to bring about 
the general well-being of the people, and so on, is 
very nice on paper; but it is not enough to get 
enthusiastic over. Men want more; they will hav 
more if they are to hav anything. And so the 
Rochdale branch set to work and drew up a pro- 
gram of activ warfare, here annexed. They aim at: 

1. Abolition of the oath and substitution of 
affirmation in all cases. 

2. Repeal of the blasphemy laws and those con- 
cerning Sunday observance. 

3. Compulsory non-religious education in all 
day schools drawing any government pay. 

4. Abolition of all workhouse, prison, army, navy, 
and other chaplaincies paid for out of the public 
purse. 

5. Compulsory civil marriage and an extension of 
the laws facilitating divorce. 

6. Repeal of all laws granting to Christian 
churches, chapels, schools, and other such buildings 
an exemption from taxation. 

The next step was to lay the matter before the 
Lancashire and Yorkshire Secular Federation, a 
combination of local branches of the National 
Secular Society representing about one-fourth of 
the area of England. This body met at Bradford 
last Sunday and discussed the program, adopting 
it with the following modifications. Point 3 was 
changed to “ That education in all week.day schools 
receiving government pay shall be non-religious.” 
In point 5, the words “ Compulsory civil marriage ” 
were struck out. This program now becomes the 
“object” of the Federation, and it will be laid 
before the councils of the Northeastern and London 
Secular Federations in the hope that those im- 
portant bodies will see their way to adopting it, 
either as it stands or with certain alterations. In 
case of any change the amendments will be re- 
mitted to the three Federations in order to get a 
unanimous program, and the executiv council of 
the National Secular Society will be asked to adopt 
it and giv it forth to the world as the militant pro- 
gram of the United Secular party. 

Our Bradford friends are looking forward to a 
lively work in the coming summer. Outside that 
famous town is a village of five or six thousand in- 
habitants called Baildon. Here but little Free- 
thought work is possible owing to the bigotry of 
the people. Nowit turns out that one of Baildon's 
daughters, who died in Australia, remembered her 
birthplace and bequeathed $125 to be spent in 
Freethought literature in that now interesting 
village. When it comes we shall startle the vil- 
lagers with lectures and free distribution of good 
and useful books to. those who attend. Our scheme 
is ready. Unfortunately, under our abominable 
blasphemy laws, it is all but impossible to get 
hold of such legacies. Sam STANDRING. 

eens 


James K. Magie. 


It will giv many Freethinkers a pang of sorrow 
to learn that James K. Magie died of heart failure 
on the 12th ult. He was then living at the resi- 
dence of his son in Brooklyn. His. demise was 
very sudden. A widow and four children survive 
him, one of whom, Miss Lizzie Magie, is slightly 
but favorably known to the readers of Taz Trota 
Serres. Mr. Magie was for several sessions the 


reading clerk of the lower house of Illinois. He 
also edited various Republican papers in that state, 
and claimed the honor of being the first to propose 
Colonel Ingersoll for governor of Illinois. Political 
intrigues, however, prevented the nomination. Mr. 
Magie was a violent partisan, and in national cam- 
paigns usually took the stump for the Republicans. 
He was equally as earnest in religious as in political 
matters, and was a pronounced Agnostic. But 
through the pious inclinations of a business partner 
of his son the Episcopal service was read over his 
coffin. This was somewhat atoned for by the 
tribute of Col. D. A. Ray, who spoke a few words 
when the priest had finished, saying: 


I hav come here to join in a last tribute to a long-time 
friend. .I do not come to talk nor to add words, in com- 
pliance with any formal custom of such occasions. I 
come because, of all the immediate neighbors of James K. 
Magie, Lam one of those who has known him longest, 
one who has known him socially, politically, and officially 
for more than twenty years. I hav known him and his 
family for so long a time that I seem almost to hav known 
him always. But of his early life I can only speak from 
the knonledga of others. He was one of the people, one 
who always was with and for the people. He would 
voluntarily leave the association of the wealthy and 
the prominent to affiliate with and instruct those whose 
walk was with the laborer, the mechanic, the workman. 
He was ever seeking to elevate and improve the condition 
of the people. His own advancement was always second- 
ary. Even where his personal pride and his sensibility 
was wounded he would hide the wound and await a vin- 
dication in its due time. He was a man of incisiv and 
clear argument, of deep thought, and convincing speech. 
He was not always appreciated by those who criticised 
him, but in the later years of his life I had the pleasure of 
receiving from many of those who had formerly criticised 
him the most hearty approval and indorsement of his 
ability and power in the vocation which seemed most 
suited to him. 

He came to be recognized as a most earnest, honest, 
and powerful advocate of the views he had espoused, and 
his family and friends could, if he left no other legacy, 
be justly proud of the record for honesty of purpose and 
simple earnestness which he has left. 

He,was nothing if not honest, when honesty meant pov- 
erty and want, and his grave could bear no more truth- 
ful epitaph than, ‘‘ Here lies an honest man.” 

Mr. Magie was no humorist; he was no trifler. His 
best addresses and his most entertaining conversation 


were valued and valuable because of their seriousness . 


and truthfulness, and not because of any element of 
mirthfulness or humor. He was quite as impressiv in 
conversation as in his public addresses. 

It may not be denied that he had his peculiarities and 
his hobbies, but any peculiarity which he manifested 
was always marked by its leaning toward the interest of 
the common people, the masses of American humanity. 

With his views of modern theology, or his beliet re- 
garding the unknown future, although they are not 
mine, I hav nothing to utter in criticism. His peaceful 
ending, and his statements at various times to me and to 
those who had his love and confidence, that he ‘‘had no 
fear of death,” that he was ‘‘ ready to die,” prove to me 
that he had full justification, and left us in the fullness of 
time. A just life and peaceful death, who among us 
shall leave that record? 


Major Magie enjoyed the acquaintance of many 
noted politicians, was employed and trusted by 
them, and was a useful person for the dominant 
party in the war of the Rebellion. In his home 
life he was kind and loving, and thought much 
of his children, who reciprocated his affection. 


Items of Foreign News Interesting to Free- 
thinkers. 

Friedrick von Hellwald, the well-known German 

Freethought author, is seriously ill from inflamma- 
tion involving the spinal cord. 


In France local congresses are being held everv- 
where. In fact, an unusual activity is visible all 
over. But then, our French friends propose to hav 
a voice in this year’s election. 


We call the attention of our Spanish friends to 
El Diablo (the devil), a comic political and Free- 
thought paper, published weekly in Caracas, Ven- 
ezuela, the editor of which is Lucas Gomez. 


The Swedish state minister of religion and edu- 
cation has indicted Professor Harnack for giving 
expression to Freethought sentiments. The pro- 
fessor had stated in one of his lectures at the 
university that he doubted the truth of Christ’s 
miraculous birth. 

Lady Somerset, the English head of the Women’s 
Christian Temperance Union, owns one thousand 
two hundred houses, and twelve of these contain 
saloons, says a Bristol, Eng., daily. That is nothing 
new: Rum and religion, church prominence and de- 
ceit, ever go nicely hand in hand. 


In England, from October, 1891, to October, 1892, 
12 ministers hay committed suicide, 14 hav broken 
the marriage promis, 17 committed various crimes, 
18 misused animals, 109 violated women, 121 been 
indicted for drunkenness (habitual), 254 cheated 
their creditors, and 84 committed minor offenses. 
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That is 2.75 per cent of the English ministry, says 
the Pall Mall Gazette, who hav in one year been in 
trouble with the law. 


The Freethought society in Keil, Holstein, has a 
badge for Freethinkers. It is.a needle with a head 
representing the sun, in the central point of which 
are the letters F. D. (Frei Denker, ¿. e., Free- 
thinker). In our humble opinion either the Pansy 
or the Wettstein badge is decidedly preferable. 


Bjórnstjirne Bjornson, the well-known Norwegian 
poet and Freethinker, who for some time has played 
_ the politician, is, we are pleased 1o state, to giv up 
- the last vocation and devote himself to literature. 
The orthodox do not like this, for his works are 
altogether too Liberal even for a Liberal theologian. 


The Free-Religious Society at Vienna, Austria, 
did not celebrate its Christmas, but more than made 
up by a splendid New Year's celebration. The fore- 
noon was devoted to speech-making, and the even- 
ing to sociability. Whatever our friend Ed. 
Schwella, editor of Der Lichifreund—whose biog- 
raphy we will giv in the near future—takes a 
hand in is bound to be a success. 


The Swedish Freethinkers are activ, as usual. 
Lecturers travel through the country, and s=veral 
discussions with clergymen hav taken place. Christ- 
mas was celebrated in the usual fashion, with Christ- 
mas tree, singing, speeches, and music. The large 
hall was crowded to overflowing. Mr. Lennstrand 
must hav entirely recovered his health. Besides 
editing his bright, crisp paper Fritänkaren he is 
of late delivering speeches almost every day. 


In canton Bern, Switzerland, the Socialistic 
editor Steck was elected to the canton congress. 
He refused to take the oath, and the congress by a 
vote of one hundred and thirty-four against forty 
refused to allow him to make an affirmation. He 
has appealed to the Swiss Federation congress. 
Whether his side will be sustained or not, dis- 
cussion and legislation upon the oath question will 
result. According to the Federal constitution no 
one can be compelled to perform a religious act. 

At the recent international Freethought congress 
at Madrid it was resolved that the next congress 
should be held at Brussels, Belgium, unless other- 
wise determined later by the general committee. 
This last clause was due toa letter of ours in which 
we stated that the Freethought Federation would 
likely invite our foreign brethren to Chicago. Mr. 
Charlesworth’s letter arrived at Brussels after Mr. 
Furnemont had left, hence was not known to him. 
But from later advices we are pleased to state that 
the general committee will, at its first meeting, act 
upon the measure, and, we hav no doubt, report 
favorably. 


The recent international Freethought congress, 
which in such a disgraceful and tyrannical way was 
broken up by the Spanish authorities, has thor- 
oughly stirred up the Spanish nation. Protests 
and resolutions are raining down, and we don’t 
know but that the conduct of the government has 
done Freethought in Spain more good than would 
a successful congress. Many people who probably 
had never heard of the existence of organized 
Freethought hav become aware of it; discussions 
and investigations will result, the consequences of 
which can but be, in many instances, the kicking 
overboard of the orthodox superstition. 


The Freethought Federation of America. 

(Headquarters, 345 West Randolph street, Chicago, Ill. 
Ss. Putnam, president; John R. Charlesworth, secre- 
tary; George L, Robertson, treasurer. ] 

Elated with the success that attended my lect- 
ures in Spokane, I went on again the next day-to 
Palouse City, where I was billed for three lectures. 
Three of our Palouse friends were at the depot to 
welcome me in their midst, but expecting to see a 
man more advanced in years, they allowed me to 
pass ou to the city without it, although we became 
acquainted a few minutes later. This town is fairly 
swarming with Freethinkers, They are as thick 
as.bees in a hive, and the meetings we had here 
were attended with such enormous crowds that the 
clergy were driven to desperate measures in order 
to cope with the “pestilence” that had come 
amongst them. 

An incident occurred in one of their meetings 
which is certainly deserving of comment. One of 
the preachers, in consequence of the severe mental 
strain upon his poor benighted brain, was not feel- 
ing well when he entered the church. He acquainted 
his dearly beloved brethren with the fact, but 


added, ‘That if the Lord wished him to continue 
in the good work, and keep up the meetings, he 
(the Lord) would giv him strength to do so, and 
sustain him in the work.” Twenty minutes later 
the reverend gentleman had fainted in his pulpit 
and fallen to the floor. Although I sympathize 
with the gentleman in his hour of misfortune, still 
I thought the incident was rather suggestiv. Evi- 
dently the Lord did not wish him to continue the 
meetings, and took him at his word. He had 
doubtlessly been humbugged enough with their 
railings of cant and hypocrisy, and took these steps 
to show to them his displeasure. Had this hap- 
pened to me while giving my lecture, the hand of a 
supernatural providence would hav been visible to 
them; but being a preacher, a servant of the Lord, 
it could be accounted for by purely natural causes. 
The preacher’s name is Campton, pastor of the 
South Methodist church. 

Our first meeting brought an audience that took 
up every chair, and each night the audiences were 
increased to such an extent that the seating ca- 
pacity was not sufficient and many had to stand up. 
An invitation had been given to the clergy to at- 
tend and discuss the issue, but discussion being 
the better part of valor they made themselvs con- 
spicuous by their absence. The Freethinkers here 
are so strong numerically that all election issues 
are fought on purely local grounds, and the two 
contending factions are clericals and anticlericals— 
religion and liberty, Christianity and Freethought. 
The party of progress, Liberty, and Freethought 
hav in .he main been tolerably successful. They 
are now affiliating their forces with the Federation, 
which will giv them all the assistance possible in 
future elections. An organization was formed 
after my last lecture, when about forty persons put 
down their names as members. The organization 
will associate itself with the State Secular Union of 
Washington for state issues, and affiliate with the 
Federation for national affairs. Thisis the way for 
us to work hand in hand. We can form a chain 
that the powers of darkness could not break 
through. This chain welded together link by link 
will assure us success. Hundreds of Liberals re- 
side in the country immediately surrounding this 
little town, many of whom could not attend the 
meetings owing to the almost impossible condition 
of the roads. Nevertheless several of them did 
manage to get in, and every evening Mr. and Mrs. 
Drew could be seen entering the town upon horse- 
back,. rather than miss the lectures. Our eques- 
trians had to ride a distance of eight miles each 
way, a fact which shows the enthusiasm of Free- 
thinkers in and around Palouse. Our friends 
treated me with utmost kindness and considera- 
tion. Mr. R. J. Anderson and Mr. W. L. Farns- 
worth are outspoken Freethinkers, and both are, I 
believe, ex-mayors of Palouse. R. Pfaendtner, R. 
Crimmins, Judge Northrope, and many other 
prominent business men, comprising merchants, 
traders, and bankers, are reckoned among the Free- 
thought hosts, and on the whole Freethought is 
having a real boom here. An amusing incident 
occurred here. One of our friends asked a nativ 
who had heard my lectures what he thought of 
them. He replied, rather naively, “I don’t like 
that man.” “Why?” asked his interrogator. 
« Well,” he said, “because, he said that my God 
was a liar, and what is worse he proved it.” 
Everywhere Freethought is in the air, groups are 
in the hotels, stores, and on street corners dis- 
cussing “’ligion.” 

I journey again to Reardon, where I am to giv 
three more lectures. I arrive here upon an early 
train, but Charles Blake is here to meet me. Ex- 
citement ran high in this little town. My arrival 
was eagerly looked for. Mine were the first Free- 
thought lectures ever given in this place and the 
people were anxious to hear about them. An hour 
before the time of meeting the hallavas packed to 
overflowing. They came out in crowds, many had 
to stand up, and scores could scarcely crowd in. 
An evangelical preacher was present who, on the 
previous Sunday, had stated within his church that 
the “Infidels filled our jails, and all were on the 
way there, and those that were not in ought to be.” 
I had been apprised of this and assured that he had 
really given utterance to the above statement. He 
had ventured here through compulsion, but as soon 
as my lecture was over he slunk away like a 
whipped cur with his tail between his legs. 

I started in for him right away, but he was too 
much of a moral coward to get up and defend him- 
self. He left town next day and was not seen 
again until I had got fairly away. At the con- 
clusion of my first lecture Charles Blake said to 
him: “Now get up and say something. We had 
to sit and take your abuse on Sunday last, but you 
hav had to sit and take physic to-night.” 

The next night the crowds were larger than ever, ' 


and some one had sent for a Mr. Pershall, a 
Swedenborgian exhorter, to come and “pitch into 
me.” He did make a ludicrous attempt, but being 
totally unprepared for a discussion he did not wish 
them to think that he was attempting anything of 
the kind. However, it was decided that we discuss 
the question of “A Life Beyond the Grave” on the 
following night, as the gentleman assured us that 
he had made a thorough study of the question and 
was capable of talking upon it. The next night 
came. Early in the afternoon teams could be seen . 
entering the town from all directions. Crowds 
came in from the country, and it was safe to say 
that every rancher for miles around had come and 
brought his family. The place was fairly alive with 
excitement and expectations were away up. Many 
of them came specially to hear me lecture and when 
they learned that a debate was to take place, and 
whom' with, they appeared disappointed. Some of 
them announced their intention of returning home, 
and in order to keep them it was put to a vote of 
the meeting whether they should hav the lecture or 
the debate. The vote resulted in a unanimous one 
for the lecture. So the debate was declared off, 
unless the other gentleman was willing to under- 
take it at the close. It was a real treat to see such 
an audience, many of whom had come miles to hear 
me, applaud and cheer during the lecture. The 
churches hav received a shock here that they will 
never recover from. At the close the Christians 
tried to raise a disturbance, and here in this little 
Washingtcn town the tables were completely turned 
against them. It was amusing indeed to see them 
piteously begging to be heard, but the crowd 
whooped and yelled with delight at their discomfi- 
ture and mortification. In this neighborhood Free- 
thought is growing rapidly, the church has lost its 
power over the people, and the priest can no longer 
influence the people either by fear of punishment 
or a hope of reward. Charles Blake, W. H. Childs, 
E. H. Childs, the Garper brothers, Mr. Wickham, 
and scores of others too numerous to mention, are 
among the Freethought hosts here. H. L. Wilson 
and Peter Selde came all the way from Davenport 
to hear my lectures, and stayed in town until the 
close of the meetings. A good time indeed was af- 
forded me here and I was compelled to promis that 
I would come again upon my next visit to this 
state. 

Another list of names was added to the Federa- 
tion membership, and liberal assistance was given 
me to aid me in my work. 

The Federation and World’s Fair leaflets are 
all over this town. They are good missionary 
documents, and should be widely distributed. They 
were especially pleased with the World’s Fair leafie:, 
and it has certainly made a great hit here. 

I wish to call to the attention of our friends that 
President Putnam is now in Washington to work 
for the repeal of the World’s Fair closing clause. 
H has a hard fight before him, but buoyed up 
with the hope of success, he will conduct a strenu- 
ous fight upon that issue. Money is needed to 
keep him there, and for the fulfillment of the 
pledges we hav given. We are in earnest about 
this, and our sole desire is to do what we hav 
promised to do. We hav made a good start, victory 
is within our reach, and once more I appeal to you 
for that financial help that will put it into our 
hands. Let us put our life and energy into this 
cause. It is a glorious one, well worthy of your 
support, and every Freethinker should help us to 
the extent of his power. Joun R. CHARLESWORTH, 

Sec. Freethought Federation of America. 


ee 
Liberal Societies. 


The Newark Liberal League observed the 
fifteenth anniversary of its formation and the birth- 
day of Thomas Paine last Sunday in a becoming 
manner. Besides vocal and instrumental music 
there was an eloquent lecture on “Thomas Paine, 
His Life and Works,” by Henry Rowley, of Brook- 
lyn. 

: Mr. Rowley reviewed the life of Paine and re- 
lated many instances to show his kind and mag- 
nanimous nature. “As an instance of magnanim- 
ity, I would refer you to his opposition to the ex- 
ecution of Louis XVI. Lover and preacher of liberty 
that he was, still he was opposed to the death of the 
man. ‘Kill the king, but spare the man,’ were his 
words. But the people of France had not the 
depth of thought to see that the institution may be 
destroyed without destroying individuals. This 
incident also shows his love for mankind.” Speak- 
ing of the slanderous stories told by the Christian 
clergy of Paine’s death, Mr. Rowley, in refutation, 
read the words of Cheetam, his greatest slanderer : 
« He died placidly and almost without a struggle.” 
The lecturer related a number of instances to show 
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how he was pestered by intruding people on his | 


death-bed. «The same clergymen who pray, 
‘From malice and all uncharitableness, good Lord, 
deliver us, denounce Paine as an incarnate fiend 
from the same pulpit. What is the reason of this 
deep-seated hatred? First, his unanswerable in- 
dictment of the Christian religion. Second, his 
complete refutation of the theory of biblical infalli- 
bility. But why is it Paine is so savagely attacked 
while such men as Tyndall, Huxley, Clifford, and 
Spencer, who hay been much more thorough in 
their criticisms of bibles and religions, are not 
denounced? These men talk to the scientists, 
while Paine spoke to the common people. Voltaire 
and the Encyclopedists attacked the church and its 
clergy, but Paine was the first to take up the Bible 
and examin and criticise it, verse by verse.” Mr. 
Rowley then took up the works of Paine and re- 
viewed them separately. He showed how much the 
country owes to “Common Sense” and “ Rights of 
Man.” He advised those in the audience who had 
not already read the “Age of Reason” to immedi- 
ately procure a copy and study it. “It is one of 
the best books that were ever written.” 

Mr. Henry Bird also made a few appropriate 
remarks. He said that Paine had done away with 
earthly kings, and if he were living at the present 
day he would do away with the heavenly king which 
he believed in. Mr. Bird said he had no sympathy 
with these people who are not satisfied unless they 
hav a heavenly power, a divine power, or something 
of that sort. It seems to be a lingering hope which 
men cannot cast off. Among the other speakers 
were Mrs. Marian Smith, Dr. Wright, Mr. Gillen, 
and Mr. Walker. 

Mr. Rowley, in replying to one of the speakers 
who had spoken disparagingly of Paine’s life and 
death, said: “Supposing these stories to be true, 
what does it matter how a man died? We must 
judge him by what he wrote and said in the vigor 
of his manhood, and not by what he said on his 
death-bed, when pestered by cranks. He told the 
truth, and what he afterward said is of no conse- 
quence. In every right-angled triangle the square 
described on the hypothenuse is equal to thesum of 
the squares on the other two sides, even if 
Pythagoras would deny it.” 

On February 5th Mr. Oppenheimer will lecture, 
and on February 12th Hugh O. Pentecost. 


Prof. Felix Adler delivered a special lecture at 
Chickering Hall last Sunday morning on “The 
Higher Life.” As usual the hall was crowded. 

Professor Adler began his lecture by remarking 
that there were not nowadays enough people who 
view life as a whole. In this respect he said we 
were greatly behind the ancients, and there are no 
men at present whom we can compare with Socrates 
or Plato. The ancients were much superior to us 
in another respect While we are daily endeavoring 
to lessen pain, they cultivated the pain-bearing 
faculty. “ They recognized that there will always 
be poverty, disease, and pain, and they did the 
opposit of what we do today. The secret of the 
higher life is to cultivate the pain-bearing faculty.” 

Local pride or patriotism, the professor continued, 
may giv birth to acts worthy of the higher life. But 
the higher life should be the daily life. In order 
to lead the higher life one must be familiar with 
both the higher and lower parts of life. The in- 
tellectual is the higher and the sensual the lower. 
«I do not mean to say that we should be ashamed 
of our lower life, but that we should keep it low. 
Let the lower life be but the means of attaining 
the higher.” 

“There are three tokens that are necessary to the 
higher life; they are purity, serenity, and wisdom.” 
In speaking of the first the professor addressed 
himself mostly to the young men present. In 
speaking of the second he declared that there was 
no greater enemy of the higher life than impulse. 
«There is no such thing as good impulse.” 

Professor Adler will start on a Western trip, but 
will be heard in the city again in a short while. 


Dr. William H. Von Swartwout was the lecturer 
at the Manhattan Liberal Club last Friday night. 
The subject was “The Potency and Promis of 
Modern Science.” The doctor undertook to prove 
that money was the source of all evil and that 
without money mankind would be happy. He 
said that in man there were the latent possibilities 
of a God, and as soon as mankind was released 
from the curse of money the happiness of the race 
would be assured. 

Mr. Wilson McDonald was the first critic He 
is a firm disbeliever in the doctor’s theory and for 
the past twenty-five years has taken every oppor- 
tunity to criticise Dr. Von Swartwout whenever he 
lectured. Messrs. Wilson and Sterling Wine also 
spoke adversely. Dr. Foote, president of the club, 
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denied that the source of evil was money; he 
thought that the honor ought to ‘be given to 
women. Mr. T. B. Wakeman defended the lect- 
urer, saying that the doctor was one hundred years 
in advance of the times. Mr. A. T. Sullivan will 
lecture next Sunday on “ Direct Legislation.” 


J. E. Remsburg lectured in Chicago Sunday 
night, January 15th, on “Sunday and the World’s 
Fair.” The Herald, Tribune, and other papers 
giv flattering reports of his lecture. The Tribune 
BAYS: 


J. E. Remsburg of Kansas lectured last night before 
-the Chicago Secular Union on ‘‘Sunday and the World’s 
Fair.” It wasa presentation of the view that in the in- 
terests of the great majority of the people and especially 
of the laboring classes and of morality and education the 
Exposition should be open Sunday. He claimed that 
there was nothing intrinsically or divinely sacred in any 
day of the week, and that the Secular Union had as much 
right to compel ministers and priests to work on Sunday 
as they had to insist that the people should remain idle 
on that day. One of the critics of the lecture after its 
conclusion wished to emphasize the statement that the 
priestly Sabbatarian cry and crusade was errant pretension 
and pure hypocrisy because the day they regarded as so 
holy was about the only day on which they did any work 
themselvs, 

During the last Exposition in Paris America, he said, 
was the laughing-stock of the world. On Sunday four 
hundred thousand people thoughtfully and religionsly 
saw the wonders of science, the triumphs of invention, 
and the glories of art, and the little American exhibits 
were covered up with cheap calico. The act of Con- 
gress ordering the closing of the World’s Fair on Sunday, 
he declared, was one of the most infamous and bigoted 
pieces of legislation ever enacted in this land. It wasa 
criminal, puritanical, and inquisitorial attempt to create 
a union of church and state. It was & scheme of bigots 
and fanatics to legalize a Sunday-school fad at the ex- 
pense of the culture and enlightenment of the people. 
It would be better for the profit and education of the 
masses that the Fair should be opened on Sunday and 
closed every other day in the week. When theology 
claimed the Fair should be closed he demanded in the 
name of intelligence and the people that it should be 
opened, The Bats of bigotry and superstition hav no 
right to obscure the light of this century’s civilization. 

The lecturer was frequently applauded during his dis- 
course and a unanimous vote of thanks was given to him. 
The hall was filled, many of those present being women. 


Westbrook Replies to Putnam. 


Mr. Eprror: It is very evident that the Editor- 
in-chief of the late lamented J eethought news- 
paper, and the founder of the defunct Freethought 
Publication Society of San Francisco, has no hope 
of success in the lobby at Washington! He is 
terribly angry with certain Congressmen who hav 
evidently “ set down ” upon him! 

But why does he so unceremoniously hand me 
over to the “ Orthodox?” Suppose the Orthodox 
will not hav me; and suppose the Liberals will not 
giv me up? Suppose I object to the transfer ? 

Now it is a matter of perfect indifference to me 
whether this liberal lecturer thinks I am a Liberal 
or not, or whether he thinks I was a hypocrit or 
not, all the while I was President of the American 
Secular Union. But I want to make a few quota- 
tions from the speech which was not read at the 
late congress of the American Secular Union, as I 
requested, but which was subsequently published 
(not in pamphlet) but in several newspapers, and 
which will show my real status: 


Neither Congress nor any state has any right to pass 
laws regulating the religion of our citizens, because our 
federal Constitulion prohibits it, in these words: ‘‘ Con- 
gress shall make no laws respecting an establishment of 
religion or prohibiting the free exercise thereof.” To 
establich the Hebrew law concerning the Sabbath, would 
petoso far establish the Hebrew religion; and to es- 
tablish the first day of the week as a religious institu- 
tion would be to establish so far the Christian religion 
—though they hav no authority whatever for keeping 
the first day of the week. 

In the Girard will case, Judge Story has decided that 
persons professing no religion, or those opposed to all 
religion, hav just the same rights that those hav who are 
thoroughly orthodox. The rights of Avnostics, Infidels, 
and Freethinkers are just a8 much sacred under our 
American laws as are the rights of Buddhists, Jews, or 
Christians. 

If the United States has any laws enforcing the ob- 
servance of Sunday asa religious institution—or if any 
of the states hay any such laws—let us labor with all our 
might and main to repeal them. f 

The several ecclesiastical bodies hav & perfect right to 
pass rules requiring their members to observe the 
Sahbath-day as a religious institution, but they hay no 
right to enforce such laws upon others—even if John 
Knox did travel to Geneva on Sunday and found John 
Calvin playing a game of ball. Martin Luther was right 
in advising people to dance, and to do anything they 
pleased—even to spit—upon that da by way of showing 
that the old Tewish Sabbath is not binding upon Chris- 
tians. : 

If it be proper to number the kours of labor, it is 
proper to number the days of labor. If we hav the right 
to say that eight hours shall be a day’s work, we hav a 
right to say six days shall constitute a week’s work. 


I hay said nothing of a Sabbath or Sunday established 
by divine authority, because I know of none such. The 
stories in the Pentateuch are supposed by many to be 
yery ancient; and we are often told that the Bible is the 
oldest book in the world. Nevertheless, I affirm that the 


five books of Moses were not written until after the re- 
turn of the Jews from the captivity in Babylon, which 
was only in the sixth century before the Christian era. 

If we admit the orthodox chronology, Moses must hav 
been dead several hundred years before the Pentateuch 
was written. The fact is, that about all the Jews ever 
knew they learned in their capt: vity in Egypt and in 
Babylon. I could go into an elaborate argument, and 
prove this to a demonstration; bnt I giv only one fact, 
which summarily settles the matter. No book in the Old 
Testament makes any mention of the stories of the cre- 
ation, the fall, the flood, or any other matter recorded in 
the Pentateuch. that was not written after the return of 
the Jews from their captivity in Babylon; for the obvious 
reason that these stories were previously unknown to 
them. George Smith, of the British Museum, in 1878 
dug up the cuneiform tablets which let out the secret that 
the Jews got all their stories from Babylon, and that 
these stories were well known in Assyria for at least two 
thonsand yeara before Moses was said to hav been born. 

So far from the seventh day of the week originating 
with Moses and the Jews, the fact is that the day was ob- 
served by the Egyptians, the Assyrians, and other en- 
lightened nations for centuries before; and itis distinctly 
stated in the ‘‘Records of the Past” that the Acadians 
celebrated the seventh day of the week eleven hundred 
years before the Jews had an existence. 

Now. I ask: Is it likely that God appeared on Mount 
Sinai, and wrote with his finger on tables of stone just 
what the most enlightened nations of the earth had known 
for centuries and centuries before? 


The fact that the seventh day of the week was observed 
centuries ago as a day of rest, suggests to my mind the 
query whether there be not somthing in nature, some- 
thing in economics, something in physiology, which re- 
quires the setting apart of one day in seven for other than 
our ordinary occupation? 

We are not bound to admit the religious arguments of 
the Sabbatarians. The question has not been settled on 
religious grounds at all—though individuals hav used 
religious arguments. The opening or closing of the doors 
of the Exhibition on Sunday is not even a moral ques- 
tion. It is neither moral nor immoral, per se, to open or 
to close the Exhibition on Sunday. It isonly a local and 
temporary question at most. It is nonsense to say that 
because it is a ‘‘ World’s Fair,” we should drop every- 
thing that is American aboutit, and accommodate our- 
selvs to the notions end habits of those who may visit the 
Fair from distant nations. We should show them how 
we do things. Let us drop this petty local question of a 
few days, and turn our attentivn to: 

1. The repeal or amendment of all improper Sunday 
laws—that is, laws which may be called religious. 

2. Agitate the great question of the taxation of church 
property, in connection with other property, for the com- 
mon defense. i 

3. Oppose the reading of the Bible in our public schools, 
and the offering of prayers, written or oral, and the 
singing of hymns or songs of a religious character, 

4. Last, but not least, let us join in that grand effort 
being made by the National League, for the protection 
of American institutions, to secure a Sixteenth Amend- 
ment to our federal Constitution, which is as follows: 

‘No state shall pass any law respecting an establish- 
ment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof, 
or use its property or credit, or any money raised by tax- 
ation, or authorize either to be used, for the purpose of 
founding, maintaining, or aiding, by appropriation, pay- 
ment for services, expenses, or otherwise, any church, re- 
ligious denomination or religious society, or any institu- 
tion, society, or undertaking, which is wholly, or in part, 
under sectarian or ecclesiastical control.” 


I close by emphasizing the fact that the Sunday 
opening question has been settled by the commissioners 
of the Columbian Exposition themselvs. They were free 
to refuse the gift of $2,500,000, but they most deliber- 
ately accepted it and the condition upon which it was 

iven. 

5 Congress did not decide that the Fair should or should 
not be open on Sunday, but only stipulated that if the 
commissioners accepted the gift, they must not use the 
money in keeping opena Sunday exhibition; believing, as 
they doubtless did, that they were carrying out the wishes 
of their constituents. 

All this hue and cry about ‘‘favoring the views of 
Sabbatarians ” and the ‘‘ union of church and state,” is 
an empty sound, signifying nothing. 


There are my real views. Iam not responsible 
for what Dr. Crafts has said of me. If he can 
swallow the above extracts from my article I am 
content. My record is before the people, and I 
am willing to abide their decision. I hav no favors 
to ask, and am able to stand alone, if need be. I 
wrote and stereotyped a pamphlet on “Church 
Taxation” and another on “Shall the Bible be 
Read in Our Public Schools?” when I was presi- 
dent of the American Secular Union, and by these 
Iam willing to be judged. I hav just issued the 
most radical book ever published in the United 
States, besides several other liberal works previ- 
ously printed. E 

If Mr. Putnam persists in saying that I am not a 
liberal and never was, and that I am “ Orthodox:’’ 
and hands me over to the “God in the Constitu- 
tion party,” ke simply does not speak the truth, or 
act fairly. If because I honestly differ with many 
liberals concerning a matter of mere administra 
tion, in regard to the World’s Fair, I am to be de- 
nounced as a traitor, we need not go to Roman- 
ists or orthodox Protestants for examples of in- 
tolerance and bigotry. R. B. WESTBROOK. 

Philadelphia, Pa. 


Senn for catalog of our publications. Sent free 
on application. i 
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Letters of Friends. 


Thanks. 
Worozster, Mass., Jan. 14, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: Find inclosed $2 for new 
subscriber. W. B. Cuarx. 


Five Papers Started on Their Missions. 
SEWARD, NEB., Jan. 11, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: I send herewith $15—$5 
to pay for my paper, and $10 to pay for 
Tae Trura SEEKER for five new subscrib- 
ers. Yours, Lewis Morrtrr. 


A Good Recruiting Sergeant. 
Orncon City, Onw., Jan. 10, 293. 
Mr. Eprror: I hav succeeded in getting 
five trial subscribers to Tae TRUTH 
Szexer. Inclosed find $2.50. 
Always with best wishes, 
Karme Kemm Sura. 


A Suitable Present From Friend to 
i Friend. 
Terre Haure, Ind., Jan. 12, 18983. 
Mr. Eprror: Please find inclosed 
seventy-five cents in stamps for a three- 
months’ trial subscription to THe TRUTH 
SEEKER to be sent to my friend of the in- 
closed address. Yours for the cause, 
Wi L. SHEPHERD. 


A Worker for Rationalism. 
Watson, Mın., Jan. 19, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find check for 
fifty cents, for which send Tae TRUTH 
SEEKER for three months to the new sub- 
scriber whose address I inclose. It is a 
small start, but I think we can keep all 
such for permanent subscribers. I amtry- 
ing to get you subscribers and I hope 
you will hear from me quite often. 
Yours truly, OLE ERDEM. 


A Valiant Warrior in the Fight. 
; BALTIMORE, Jan. 9, 1898. 

Mr. Eprror: Please find inclosed $9.50 
for which send Taz TRUTH SEEKER to the 
following-named' parties. I should. also 
like my name and address enrolled on the 
books of the Freethought Federation of 
America. Iam rather late for a man who 
has been working for the cause of Free- 
thought for the last twenty-five years, but 
as the old adage says, better late than 
never. I hav been and always shall work 
for the cause of liberty. Jf the Liberals 
of the United States would work half as 
hard as our opponents we would see a 
marked difference in the condition of our 
government. But giv them rope enough 
and they will hang themselvs. 

Truly yours, J. M. KAUFFMAN. 


This Missionary Makes Use of Buggies 
and Sleighs. 
Taree Rivers, Micz., Jan. 2, 1893. 

Mer. Eprror: I am pleased to say THE 
TRUTH SEEKER paper that comes to my ad- 
dress as regularly as clockwork every pass- 
ing week still holds its own admirably in 
giving its readers vast amounts of grand 
progressiv scientific religion, free and 
Liberal thought, etc. Iwould like to keep 
each number on file, but, believing I can 
do greater good by placing them in the 
hands of other men, when I hav perused 
each copy I lay it by until I get a goodly 
number, then, on some pleasant Saturday 
afternoon, I take them over to the main 
street and drop one each into selected 
farmers’ buggies or sleighs; in this way I 
hope to do them and you some acceptable 
service. E. D. BLAKEMAN. 


An Enlightener of His Race. 
PLEASANT Grove, Iba., Jan. 2, 1898. 

Mr. Eprror: I at last hav obtained 
two new subscribers to the good old 
TRUTH SEsKEE. It is a hard and slow 
process to get people educated in mental 
liberty, but we will get them there yet. 
Inclosed find $10—$5 for the two new 
subscribers, and the other $5 for yourself 
orany good purpose you can put it to. 
You may send me one dozen of your Con- 
gressional eye-openers. I wonder if it 
ever occurred to Brother Putnam that the 
demonetization of silver was more the 
cause of the downfall of the paper Free- 
thought than any other. It was for the 
reason that it made money scarce and al- 


most impossible to get hold of, hence the | with it. 


failure of the brave little Freethought. I 
did all I could for it. 

With best wishes for your success, I re- 
main, Yours, L. C. Geertson. 


We Will Distribute Civilizing Literature. 
Prnacoox, N. H., Jan. 18, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: We are pleased to send 
you $2 with liberty to use where you think 
it will do the most good. If not too late, 
it might go to help brace up the spines of 
those timid Congressmen, or to the bold 
yet gentle Putnam who seems to be close 
on to them. 

Tue TRUTH SEEKER of January 14th 
looks like what they call in prayer-meetings 
a quickening of the spirit. 

I remarked to my husband that I had 
got a few quite interested in the paper, 
and he said he was afraid I should find out 
it would not come up to $3 worth; and 
that is about the way of it. But still I 
mean to ‘‘try and try again.” I hav been 
sending into.Vermont this winter some of 
the most telling pictures. This may be a 
fire that will catch. Sincerely thine, 

Mrs. J. E. MARDEN. 


Description of a Numerous Class. 
Kennewiox, Wasu., Dec. 18, 1892. 

Mr. Eprror: I am putting up some 
buildings, and when I get through I think 
I will get a good supply of Liberal books 
and see if I can get people to read Infidel 
books along with the growth of our town. 

I will send you $5 this time—$3 for Taz 
TRUTH SEEKER, and for the balance you 
may send me suitable literature for well- 
educated and apparently intelligent men 


and women who are not informed about 


science and Rationalism. Though they 
are Freethinkers, they are too much bound 
outwardly by conventional church and 
superstition. They do not believe in the 
church and yet they pay their money to it. 
They hav no taste for Liberal reading. 
They liv a false life every day of their 
existence. I regard those persons as the 
greatest drawback to our movement. For 
them our biggest cannon should be planted, 
our strongest force made to bear down 
upon them, and we should educate them 
into Rational thought. I hope to be able 
to send you a good many subscribers 
before very long. ©. A. CANTONWINE. 


Commends Ridicule. 
Wasuineton, D. C., Jan. 11, 1898. 

Mr. Eprror: I inclose $1.50 for six 
months only, as I am, being a sailor, 
likely to leave the country during that 
time. 

I hav read your splendid paper about 
ten months, and I always look forward to 
its coming with delight, as I am sure to 
find some good reading and information 
in it. I certainly admire your bold and 
undisguised attacks on superstition and 
hypocrisy, and I also admire Mr. Watson 
Heston and his pictures of ridicule. I am 
sure that ridicule is the only thing that 
will bring a Christian to think about the 
absurdities in which he is thought to be- 
lieve. It was through ridicule of the 
**Book” and its absurdities, that I became 
a truth seeker and investigator, and I can 
name many that hav through ridicule 
thrown the ‘‘ Book” and its superstitious 
teachings aside and followed the ‘* Torch of 
Reason.” 

May you prosper and may you long 
wave the banner of Freethought, is the 
wish of Your sincere friend, 

Worm West. 


The Kind of Work That Indicates “‘De- 
sign.”? 
Jan. 15, 1898. 

Mr. Eprror: As to there being any de- 
sign in the world, I think it would be very 
strange if there were any in it when made 
in such a way as the Bible tells of. That 
is, that God in his infinit wisdom created 
all things and called them good, and then 
though unchangeable found he had made 
a mistake and man was going wrong con- 
tinually; and so had to cohabit with his 
virgin daughter to get a son who should 
preach in parables, and deceive—for he 
says that one with faith as a mustard-seed 
can move mountains, while any man with 
sense as big as a grain of sand knows that 
if he had faith as big as the Rocky mount- 
ains he could not move a mustard-seed 
Then that this godship says that 


jf I will not confess him before men he 
will not confess me before his father; we 
are to believe all this and the fish story 
thrown in, and he that doubts is damned 
—if that is so you and I are ‘‘ gone suckers 
sure.” 
Long may Tau TRUTH SEEKER wave. 
Yours for truth, Levi Banorort. 
Distributing the Pamphlet for Open- 
ing the Fair Sundays. 
ADRIAN, Mron., Jan. 16, 293. 
Mr. Eprror: I hav put that one hun- 
dred leaflets into the hands of different 
leading men and women of this city. But 
I could not succeed in getting a few of our 
best men and women to help me toanything 
like cash, to help me pay for them— 
though some of the more Christian folks 
would giv me a damn, or if they would 
not speak it out, just in that way, they 
would think it all the same, when I would 
tell them that this was the first time that 
I ever knew the church and the saloons to 
be working together for the same purpose. 
And now, as these little leaflets seem to be 
stirring up the thoughtful, I hav con- 
cluded to send down for another hundred, 
or as many more as you please for the 
$1.50. Of course, thisis out of my own 
individual pocket, but I can see just where 
it is going, while in the latter days of 
our American Secular Union, when I gave 
my $5 ayear to that institution I could 
not see where my money went, that 
amounted to anything. But in this case I 
can see that these little leaflets are doing a 
good work, and so I send for more, hop- 
ing that others may do likewise. 
S. D. Moors. 


An Activ Missionary. 
Cuaremont, Mo., Jan. 8, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: For the inclosed draft 
please send the grand old TRUTH SEEKER 
as per list. I hav done the very best I 
could under the present circumstances to 
procure all the subscribers I could. But 
this place is truly orthodox, there being 
three churches to a population of three 
hundred, and ouly a few brave enough to 
express an honest doubt. 

Last winter, through the columns of 
our local paper, I engaged in a controversy 
with one of the elect, which lasted nearly 
six months, and finally ended by the 
popular bigots threatening to boycott the 
paper. Of course I gave them the In- 
fidel’s objection to orthodoxy and the 
Bible in the very best way that I could 
present it, and, judging by the commo- 
tion it created, scored several points, and 
thus sowed the seeds which I hope in the 
near future will bring forth ‘‘ an hundred- 
fold.” 

I found the ‘*Text-Book” and the 
**Bible Analyzed ” works which were in- 
valuable for the occasion. I hav been a 
reader of Tue TRUTH SEEKER for several 
years, and expect to be as long as Iam 
able to compensate the Brave Editor. 

Yours for Mental Liberty, 
James F. Lane. 


Who Wants Cacti ? ° 

Ex Reno, O. T., Jan. 17, 1893. 
- Mr. Eprror: I wish to thank some 
kind friend for sending me the grand 
TRUTH SEEKER, having received it regu- 
larly since moving to this place from Dor- 
chester, Neb. Itis looked for almost as 
much now as a letter from father and 
mother, Jesse R. and Rachel Johnson, 
who are very aged. I am an old soldier, 
and not blessed with much wealth, and 
Tue TRUTH SEEKER asa New Year’s gift 
was truly a thankfully received present. 
My son Jesse sometimes writes for the 
Children’s Corner. Heand his grandpa al- 
ways read Tur TRUTH SEEKER clear 
through, and now it is the first paper 
read. 

We came to this place for our health, 
and am glad to say it is very much im- 
proved. This is a very religious city. It 
has five churches and twenty-two saloons 
and nobody knows for sure how many 
bawdy-houses. But for all that, it will 
soon be & very prosperous city. One 
thing I hav already found out is that 
nearly everyone with push and vim is 
not connected with any church. We hav 
no Freethinker society here as yet, but 


hope inside of a year to hav one started. 


Keep Heston, keep the pictures, and 
keep a sharp lookout for the sky-pilots, 
and sooner than you expect Freethought 
will conquer. If anyone reading THE 
TRUTH Swerer or his friends want 


for ornamental flowers any of the 
cactus, I will send them to them 
for just the postage — about eight 


centseach, or maybe less, according to 
size, and not charge them anything only 
for postage and packing and gathering. I 
will surely send them their money’s worth, 
much or little. Wishing you success, I re- 
main, I. M. K. Jounson. 


A Short Biography. 
BERRYVILLE, Itt., Jan. 15, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: As I hav been sailing on 
that glorious ship of yours for some years, 
I hav become very much attached to it. 
Not only hav I sailed through and all over 
the great states of America, but also all 
over the Old World. Through my travels 
I hav become acquainted with some of the 
greatest men of the world. I enjoy their 
company, and hay but one way of receiv- 
ing that enjoyment and that is by sailing 
with you. 

I see in Tue TRUTH SEEKER that Liberals 
from all parts of the country are testifying, 
or giving their experience. As it has be- 
come a practice and the ro]l-call has come 
round to me I will hav to answer the call, 
I am not like some who claim to be 
thoroughbred Infidels or Liberals. My.. 
disbelief in inspiration has been growing 
stronger for many years. From my youth 
I hav been a doubter, but did not hav the 
courage to speak out my thoughts. I am 
now fifty-five years of age, and never hav 
belonged to any creed whatever and never 
hav had any notion or intention of joining 
any. When a boy I would go with my 
parents to church and hear the preacher 
speak of that endless hell where the sinner 
would burn forever. At night I would go 
to bed, pull the covers over my head, and 
think of that endless hell. Oh, what ter- 
rible feelings. I would hav! I would lie 
there for hours and could not sleep think- 
ing of that awful place of torment. This 
hell business is one of the most damnable 
things which can be uttered by mankind. 
It has caused more sorrow, more grief, and 
more pain than can be imagined. I can 
not see how any sensible man can preach 
such a doctrin. It takes a soft-brained, 
selfish, impudent scoundrel to teach chil- 
dren that a just God will burn souls in 
hell for errors done on earth. 

D. M. Gappery. 


Please Giv One Answer to Prayer. 
Bronston, Tex., Jan. 17, 1898. 

Mr. Eviror: The Briggs trial for heresy 
is certainly a grand thing for the whole 
world. Just to think that a regularly 
organized body of educated Presbyterian 
ministers should in the year 1892 decide 
that the Bible contains some things that 
are not true. We Liberals may take 
fresh hope and courage from this decision 
and persevere in studying the Bible as we 
would any other book, applying the same 
reason and common sense to it that we 
do to all others. 

The Atlanta, Ga., Constitution—which 
is, except its theology, a most excellent 
paper—takes decided ground against the 
decision of the majority in the Briggs trial, 
and thus winds up a tirade sgainst that 
decision: ‘‘We had rather believe that the 
Bible is wholly related to the truth than 
that the men who affect ‘the higher 
criticism’ are infallible.” I would like to 
know what the learned editor of the Con- 
stitution means by the Bible being wholly 
related to the truth. Does he mean first. 
cousin or grandpa or what? Who, I pray, 
are claiming infallibility except it be 
his holiness at Rome? 

I think that the Christians should in all 
kindness feel themselvs bound to convince 
the balance of the world that their God 
can and does answer prayer. Just giv. 
two or three absolute tests, similar to that 
said to be given by Elijah at Mount 
Carmel (1 Kings xviii). I tell you if they 
would do it they could in less time than 
three years with the present facilities of 
railroads, telegraphs, and telephones con- 
yert the whole world to Christianity. They 
need not take this as an idle banter or 
thrust at prayer. Just prove beyond dis- 
pute that there is a personality somewhere 
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who, when a person prays to him, hears 
his prayers, and can, if it accords with his 
will, giv him whatever he asks. I say in 
all candor and earnestness, Do this and 
you will convert the world in a very short 
time. I look upon prayer to an almighty 
God as the greatest power that keeps the 
masses in subjection to priesteraft We 
ought to know the truth about this praying 
business. There is nobody but would 
willingly believe it if it was true. Now, 
gentlemen of the cloth, please just hav one 
good substantial old hickory tree plucked 
up by the roots by prayer and cast into 
some river and I will be ever 
Yours in the faith, J. N. Brown. 


Adventure with the Devil. 


JEANNETTE, PA., Jan. 20, 1893. 

Mr. Eprtror: I get what I consider the 
most sensible and reasonable paper in ex- 
istence, to the best of my knowledge, and 
that paper is Tne TRUTH SEEKER. Itis 
nearly one year now since I threw off the 
chains of superstition and became a man. 
Ghosts, devils, or anything in that line 
hav no terror for me. Neither do I fear 
priest or preacher.’ As for Christian 
fanatics, I liken them to a dog barking at 
a ragman, because you cannot get any 
sense outof them. I study everything in 
the shape of Liberal reading, and the 
more I study the more I become convinced 
that there is no god. If there should be 
one or more he or they do not show them- 
selvs in any shape or form, or by works 
of any kind. There is nothing on earth or 
in sky to show a God’s presence. Nothing 
happens, nothing is done, except what 
can be traced to a natural, human, or ani- 
mal cause. The people in general giv 
thanks to nothing for what good they 
themselvs or some other persons hay done 
them. And the poor devil gets all the 
blame for the evil that is done. But my 
opinion of the devil is better than that. 
And though I do not believe in dreams, 
yet one night I dreamed that the devil, a 
friend of mine, and I went to a dance 
together, and I found him a very sociable 
person. Indeed, he went so far as to 
oblige me by going home for an overcoat 
for me before the dances was over, as it 
happened to be cold toward morning, 
and he did not want me to catch cold. I 
do believe in devils, and I know seven of 
them in our own town—one in every 
church. They do more mischief than any- 
thing else I know. 

In regard to the Sunday law, my opin- 
ion is that anything done in the name of 
the church is all right whether it is wrong 
or not, as this case goes to show. The 
Catholic church needed funds (they always 
do), so some of the young members got 

. up an amateur dramatic company. Al- 
though they profess to keep the Sunday, 
the priest gave them permission to re- 
hearse every Sunday, acting and dancing, 
with music, until they could appear be- 
fore the public, and when they counted 
„over the proceeds the leader of the com- 
pany said he was ashamed to giv the priest 
what he got because it was not over $100, 
Poor fools! Such people are worse than 
dogs, and ought to be kept like dogs with 
achain around their neck, until like the 
worm they perhaps would turn. 

I would like to hav the address of your 
Greensburg correspondent, as that place 
is only five miles from here. 

Please send me these books: three 
« Self-Contradictions of the Bible;” three 
“Was Christ Crucified?” one ‘‘Infidel 
Death-Beds;’ one ‘‘'The Case Against the 
Church;”. three ‘‘The Logic of Death;” 
one ‘‘ Epidemic Delusions;” one ‘‘ Were 
Adam and Eve Our Parents?” two ‘‘Is 
Therea God?” Bradlaugh; five ‘‘T wo Hun- 
dred Questions Without Answers;” ‘‘ Dia- 

_ log, Christian and Chinese.” Inclosed 
please find check for $3, andif there is 
anything left keep it. Yours forever 
against superstition, J. ADamson & Co, 


Spiritualism and Christianity Alike Su- 
perstitions, 


` Fuat Crees, La., Dec. 13, 292. 
Mr. Eprror: Some time ago I purchased 
of the Oriental Publishing Company, of 
Philadelphia, two books called ‘‘Chris- 
tianity a Fiction,” and ‘‘ Antiquity Un- 
veiled.” These are the first Spiritualistic 


books that I ever hav read. They contain 
much valuable information, and in my 
judgment attack the Christian supersti- 
tion in the right place and in the right way 
to destroy it. They tear off the veil of 
allegory and mysticism and expose the 
sandy foundation upon which theology is 
built. But I regret that these Spiritual- 
ists thought it necessary to fight the devil 
with. fire, or to fight superstition with 
superstition. ‘‘Christianity a Fiction,” 
by Dr. J. H. Mendenhall, is a masterly 
poetical work, and I believe that the 
author givs the real explanation of the 
Christian allegories, but the book ought 
to be accompanied by astronomical maps 
to enable people to properly understand 
it who are not learned in astronomy. 
“ Antiquity Unveiled” uncovers many im- 
portant secrets of the church. It contains 
mauy truths and much important inform- 
ation which is supported by history, but 
the many spirit communications embodied 
in thé work hav one individuality running 
through them all, which proves to me that 
they are all the children of one brain, and 
when Mr. J. M. Roberts represents the spir- 
its as shaking hands with him I think he is 
spreading on the taffy too thick. 

The God idea is a theory to account for 
phenomena. The idea of living spirits of 
dead persons is the same. 

The God of theology is a creature of 
man’s imagination by which the theo- 
logians account for phenomena. Man 
created gods in his own image, in the im- 
age of man created he them. The spirite 
are creatures of man’s imagination by 
which the Spiritualists account for phe- 
nomena. Man has created spirits in his 
own image, in the image of man created 
he them. 

I account for phenomena in a different 
way. I hav become convinced by a care- 
ful investigation of nature and by hard 
thinking that there are no entities in 
nature except Electricity and Matter. 
John William Draper said some forty 
years ago that heat, light, and electricity 
produce all phenomena. Later develop- 
ments of science seem to prove that heat 
and light themselvs are only phenomena 
or effects and electricity the only cause. 

When two suns or worlds are pulling 
against each other and holding each in their 
orbits they revolve around a common cen- 
ter of gravity in vacuity and neither goes to 
it. SoI find that truth is always to be sought 
in the unoccupied space lying between 
contending forces, and if a man goes to it 
and takes his stand upon it he will be ex- 
posed to a cross-fire from both the contend- 
ing lines. Ihav found truth lying in unoc- 
cupied space, a common center of gravity 
around which Theism, Atheism, Spiritual- 
ism, Materialism, etc., are revolving, and 
I shall not attempt to stay with it and de- 
fend it, where I shall be exposed to so 
many cross-fires. 

It is entertaining to see two superstitions, 
Christianity and Spiritualism, engaged in 
mortal combat. The latter, being the 
younger and more vigorous, appears to be 
getting the best of the fight. 

P. F. Saumaxer. 


The Design Argument. 


Jan. 15, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: Please permit me to say 
that I hav read your article on design 
with interest and profit, I hav been much 
gratified by the kindness manifested by 
some of the readers of THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
I hav received three postal-cards, nine 
letters, and eighteen pamphlets from per- 
sons no doubt concerned in my psychic 
welfare. I think that your very full and 
rich elaboration of the evolution theory 
does not in any degree whatever, tend to 
disprove the existence of an intelligence 
coeval with matter. I am simply led to 
conceive of matter as being thus endowed 
because to my mind it seems absurd to 
think of an unintelligent ocean of matter 
(taking any definition) moving from cycle 
to cycle and all of this without thought. 
I hav hence come to the conclusion that 
intelligence is a necessary property of 
matter. Ido not mean to say that I be- 
lieve that this intelligence is a certain 
malignant or kind spirit watching over us 
like the orthodox God. I hav already 
briefly stated my reasons for this belief 
and until I can see some logical reason for 


the change shall not be able to think 
otherwise. As to the chief question I hav 
no more to add. 

Will you let me add a few words for the 
benefit of some of those who wish to help 
me to think out the problem? One kind 
soul tells me I am in a rut and then dem- 
onstrates that be is in a rut himself by 
again cracking the old chestnut, Who 
made the designer? My answer precedes 
in this article. 

There are just two ruts in which this 
god question can move: first, the man- 
god; secondly, pure Atheism. Now, as I 
know of no one entertaining ideas exactly 
like my own, I hope my brother will think 
better of his statement. Another good 
soul sends me acopy of ‘‘Evolution of 
Animal Life,” by Rossiter W. Raymond, 
Ph.D. I knew this gentleman to be a 
recognized authority, and so this morning 
I took my position in my easy-chair, book 
in hand, with a determination to learn— 
and with a feeling of heartfelt thanks to 
the donor. On page 143 I read with some 
surprise as follows: ‘‘Evolution does not 
exclude the divine agency, but simply 
presents a process in which that power 
may act as truly as in the process of birth.” 
Again: ‘‘Inshort, the whole controversy 
can be carried on perfectly well by Athe- 
ists or by Theists on both sides; and the 
odium antitheologicum as well as the 
odium theologicum is quite out of place 
in it.” This positionis made stil] stronger 
by further comment. Had my good 
brother read it himself he would not hav 
favored me with the copy. 

The point is that evolution surely does 
not controvert the idea of a superintend- 
ing intelligence, but it is only a plan of 
creation instead of a discussion concerning 
an author. Although apparent breaks oc- 
cur in this plan, still the whole presents 
an unbroken cycle of everlasting develop- 
ment. Upheavals come and the work 
seems retrograding. Yet time shows it to 
bea part of this intelligent design, ever 
arching up higher, throwing its banners 
of prophecy still wider, so evolving the 
predestined ultimata of design—that even 
man may at last predict the future by ob- 
serving plans of Nature’s laws of the past. 
The view, then, that is presented by this 
panoramic advance (I do not like dynamic) 
seems to me to warrant the presence of 
intelligence. Fraternally, 

B. R. ANDERSON. 


Denunciation of the Fair Despots. 


BELVIDERE, ILL., Dec. 19, 1892. 

Mr. Eprror: It begins to look as if those 
who propose to attend the World’s Fair 
are not to hav any right or title therein, 
and that their interests and wishes are not 
to be consulted at all, but that it is to be 
run in the interests of saloons and other 
vicious institutions under the guidance of 
Sabbathites of antiquated intellects. Too 
late we find that by a combination of 
saloonists and Sabbathites the Fair gates 
havy been bought, with the assistance of a 
lot of long-eared statesmen, for the sum of 
$2,500,000. And now railway managers 
tell us that they mean to charge us full 
fare except that on slow trains there will be 
a discount of twenty percent. That means 
that if we are willing to be shipped in on 
cattle trains like hogs they will throw off 
twenty cents on the dollar. One would 
reasonably suppose that if they mean to 
treat us like hogs they would be willing 
to take hog prices. Now, do the Fair 
managers take the people for fools to 
suppose that in these enlightened days 
they will submit to be rosd around by 
any combination of Puritan; and .rum- 
sellers? Do they think that they can 
slam the gates shut in our faces and drive 
us like sheep into their churches and sa- 
loons whether we will or not, or take our 
choice cf wandering aimlessly up and 
down the streets of Chicago or sweltering 
in hotels and boarding-houses all day? 
Do the Sabbathites imagin that they can 
thus deliberately swindle us out of our 
time? Do railway magnates think they 
can do the same with our money? Do 
they really think that we are so very inno- 
cent that we won’t kick? If they do, then 
they will find themselvs grandly mistaken. 
Now, we can easily understand why sa- 
loonists and owners of disreputable dives 
are in favor of Sunday closing, for it 


means to them an immense sum of money 
that they will get from the multitude in 
consequence of their being shut out of 
the Fair; but what object the Sabbathites 
hav in view is hard to say, unless it be 
that the more damage the devil does the . 
more employment it will giv the parsons 
in repairing the damage. But on the 
constitutional grounds of equal rights and 
privileges to all men we defy them to pro- 
duce the ghost of a reason. Do we at- 
tempt or even wish to compel them to go 
to the Fair on Sunday? Not at all, for 
we cheerfully accord to them their full 
constitutional privilege of spending the 
whole day in church if they want to, or if 
they prefer they can spend it in any saloon 
or immoral divé if they want to, or they 
can spend all their week-days in either 
church or saloon, if they want to—we will 
not interfere with their taste or privi- 
lege a mite, All that we ask is that we 
shall not be compelled to accompany them 
in their choice of pleasures. All that we 
ask is that we be given the same consti- 
tutional right that we accord to them of 
choosing our own way of enjoying our- 
selvs on Sunday. But the Sabbathites 
are determined that we shall not choose 
our own way of enjoying ourselvs that 
day, and to make doubly sure that we 
shall not they hav secured control of the 
Fair gates. 


Well, what are we going to do about it? 
If everyone who feels the gross injustice 
of this Sunday-closing scheme will do as 
I propose to do, we will do just this: We 
will giv the Fair a good letting alone. 
The Sabbathites can devote one of the 
immense buildings to prayer-meeting pur- 
pores, the saloonists can set up their sa- 
loons in another, and they can mutually 
comfort each other, and pray and drink 
whisky to their heart’s content, and we will 
not molest them. They and their Fair 
can all go to Halifax for all we will inter- 
fere. We will let them know that though 
they may be able to shut us out of the 
Fair, they will never be able to make us go 
there. Now, I had set my heart upon at- 
tending the Fair and spending on it con- 
siderable time and money. My plan of 
doing so was this. I find that my busi- 
ness occupation is of such a nature that I 
must attend to it five days in the week. 
In a pinch I might make four days do. 
So I proposed to go in on Friday night, 
enjoy the Fair on Saturday and Sunday, 
then come home on Sunday night, and. 
attend to my business the rest of the week. 
By repeating this process at different 
times during the summer I would be able 
to see a good deal of the Fair. Of course, 
to economize my time I would want to 
get access to the Fair on Sunday, and to 
economize my cash I would want cheap 
rates to the Fair; but if the Fair and rail- 
way managers propose to beat me out of 
both then I shall be compelled to abandon 
my purpose, and instead of going to the 
Fair to spend money I will stay at home 
and save it. Now,Iam certain that there 
is a vast multitude of people who are situ- 
ated exactly as Iam, and will do exactly 
as I propose to do if balked in their pur- 
pose. Now, we will not do this from any 
design to boycott the Fair, but from ne- 
cessity, and a determination to save our 
time and protect our pockets from any 
combination that proposes to beat us out 
of either. We hav petitioned and pe- 
titioned, but alas, to no purpose! Fora 
lot of narrow-brained Puritans whose be- 
fogged consciences will not allow them to 
enjoy in a pure and common-sense man- 
ner the day called Sunday, are determined 
(dog-in-the-manger like) that no one else 
shall enjoy it, and so for the sum 
of $2,509,000 the Fair managers hav 
yielded to their wishes. It is certain 
that the managers hav made a bad bar- 
gain. Far better that they had spent 
that much less money and remained un- 
fettered. Then by opening the gates on 
Sunday they would hav perhaps doubled 
their receipts; and hav better pleased the 
majority of the visitors and lessened crime 
and immorality by furnishing the masses 
a more healthy place to spend Sunday 
than in grogsbops and other vicious places. 
But if itis now too late, and if the Fair 
managers conclude to persist in their 
blunder, then they must expect the most 
stupendous failure on record. 

Rosert Swarm, 
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@hildren’s Gorner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wrxon, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communica- 
tions for this Corner should be seni. 


“ Between the dark and the daylight. 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes & pause in the day’s occupations | 
That is known as the Children’s Hour. 


Walt Whitman. 


The voice of the singer is mute, 

And broken the string of his mte. 
He’s passed from our calling and ken, 
From the poor crowded hives of men, 
And the world is lonely to-day, 

Since he’s laid in silence away. 


But we whom the singer has blessed, 
Whom he gave his brightest and best, 
We, heirs of all good that has been, 
Whom he dowered with wealth of his pen, 
We know that our bard cannot die. 
Though silent aud quict he lie. 


He sings in the voice of the breeze 

Asit whispers and plays through the trees, 
He siy gs in each jubilant note 

That swells from the meadow-lark’s throat, 
In the hum of the bees passing by, 

In the blue of the deep summer sky. 


Though hidden away from our eyes, 
Inthe great heart of Nature he lies 
And sings for us still in her voice, 
Bidding all with her gladness rejoice. 
Nor grieve for the days that are past, 
But trust to her wisdom at last. 


For the great and the smali upon earth, 
-All the life that her life brings to birth, 
Go back to her bosom atlength, 

Go back in their weakness or strength, 
And she folds them in silence away 

To rest after life’s busy day. 


None can say on what morrow they wake,- 

Nor-the paths that their parting feet take, 

But the worst of the earth and the best 

All must pass to this calm, dreamless rest, 

So it cannot be evil I think, 

This hemlock, which all men must drink. 
SHar.or M. HALL. 


E 
Birthday. . 


DAVENPORT ON HIS SEVENTY-FIFTO 

BIRTHDAY. 

Tam content 

To let the added years 

That come to me 

Toll back into the past so far, 
That memory 

Can only find along the shore 

Some perfect shells and nothing more. 


I am content 

That seaweed, bits of wreck, 

And pebbles gray, š 
Drift out of sight mto the sea. 

For them to stay 
Would be to cherish grief and pain, 
I would not, must not, feel again. 


Iam content 
That none of life 
Can ever be 
Lived o'er with selfsame throb and thrill. 
Nevermore to me 
Will former song, or book, or toy, 
Trill the same measure of my joy. 


TO GEO. M. 


I am content, 
Tor age upon this heart 
Can never creep. 
And when, at last, in stillest night, 
I seem to sleep, 
A birthday comes to me in truth— 
The gift it brings—immortal youtli! 


One World at a Time. 


It is quite enough and contains all the 
material with which we are able to cope. 
Itis of vital importance that we engage 
in doing the work that lies nearest at hand, 
And itis not necessary that we waste our 
precious time in discussing whether we 
hav immortal souls or not. If we hav and 
they are destined to liv on for countless 
ages, it is all right. If such is not the 
fact, we hav no need to worry, and the one 
dispensation of nature is as beautiful and 
correct as the other. The eternal laws of 
nature are as worthy as they are inexo- 
rable, whether they suit us or suit us not. 
Our place for the present ishere. Which- 
ever way we turn many wrongs confront 
us. Work awaits us everywhere. Silly 
superstitions, a foolish and ignorant caste, 
a great deal of bigotry and intolerance, 
exist all over the world. I«norance pre- 
vails, and many grope in darkness. Theft, 
arson, murder, and many high crimes and 
misdemeanors take place daily. This 
world should be a far better place than it 
is. It requires the mite of your help 
and mine to make itso. A hasty glance 
over the array of reforms before us is 
quite sufficient to show that 
One world at a time is all we can manage; 
More would result in a great disadvantage. 

l S. H. W. 


` Square. 
I hav not kept my square; but that 
Shall all be done by rule. 

I think many of us are like Shakspere— 
we hav not kept our square—hav not done 
the square thing, the right thing, the best 
thing, at all times; but we will keep trying 
to liv more and more up to the rule of 
squareness and bestness. 

The carpe-ter could not build a good 
house without his square, and neither can 
we build a good life unless we square our 
conduct by good rules. Be honest, true, 
and square. 

A great many of our games are played 
on boards laid out in squares. We hav 
public squares of green grass and trees in 
cities. Then there is what is called the 
“ magic square ’— a series of numbers in a 
regular progression disposed in parallel 
and equal rows in the form of a square, so 
that each row taken vertically, horizon- 
tally, or diagonally shall giv the same 
sum, a8: 


2 7 6 
9 5 1 
4 8 8 


AUNT EnMINa. 


p 


A Queer Pet. 

At the Valley Falls home of Mrs. Eliza- 
beth B. Chase, the reformer, well known 
in this city, there was recently a visitor 
that attracted great attention. It was a 
pet butterfly, which was with Miss Abby 
Gove, who livs at Hampton Falls, N. H., 
in the house where Whittier died. 

For several sammers past, previous to 
his death, John G. Whittier passed the 
season at Hampton Falls at the old Gove 
homestead. The only member of the old 
name now left there is Miss Abby Gove, 
to whom Whittier was greatly attached. 
The day following Whiittier’s funeral, 
which service was held in the old house, 
Miss Gove opened the windows of the 
quaint, old-time ‘‘keeping-room,” and 
following the burst of sunlight and sum- 
mer breeze came a large golden-brown 
butterfly. It lighted on the casement, its 
pulsating wings a bronze dazzle of color. 

Miss Gove gave the tiny guest welcome, 
and left it to enjoy its rest. The follow- 
ing day it was there just the same, and it 
fiew about the room making light, grace- 
ful poises between its flittings. 
days passed, but the butterfly remained. 
On the fourth day Miss Gove took it, with 
gentle touch, putting it outside the 
window, thinking perhaps it might hav 
forgotten its way to liberty. But on the 
next day, when the window was opened, 
the little guest came back. Twice after- 
ward it was put out but it invariably re- 
turned. 

Miss Gove then took a plate and one of 
the old-fashioned wire screens, such as are 
associated in one’s mind with the cheese- 
dishon the farmer’s dinner-table, and taking 
the butterfiy she put it on the plate, cover- 
ing it with the screen. It seemed con- 
tented and happy. Food was required for 
it, so its owner bought a toy cup in which 
she mixed honey and water, and this the 
tiny insect evidently approved A new 
cage like that used to house canary-birds 
was bought and around it a piece of fine 
wire netting placed. This is the butter- 
fly’s permanent home now. 

It has learned to know and to be fond of 
Miss Gove. When she opens the door of 
the cage the butterfly poises at once on 
her outstretched hand, and while there 
makes a purring noise, exactly similar to 
that of a contented kitten, only of slightly 
less volume of sound. If anyone comes 
near Miss Gove the insect flies away, 
seemingly much perturbed, but when the 
stranger withdraws it returns to her hand, 
resuming its happy purr. 

Its mistress now always feeds it. Its 
method of absorbing its food is this: The 
cup of honey and water being held in the 
hand of Miss Gove, the butterfly lights on 
her finger and runs out a needle-like 
proboscis an inch and a half long; this it 
thrusts into the liquid, curling it around 
on the surface of the substance; then it 
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thrusts, with quick strokes, the end of this 
natural tube into its mouth When it has 
eaten all it wants, the proboscis is drawn 


in, and it is then the purring is loudest. 
— S 


Correspondence. 


Austin, NEV., Jan. 16, 1893. 

Drar Miss Wixon: Seeing our cause 
is speeding on I thought I would try to 
make it speed a little faster. With the 
help of Ingersoll, Heston, Wettstein, and 
others, we will make our mark in the 
world. Where I livsome are afraid to ex- 
press their belief, but T am not. I never 
waste my breath with any of the pope’s 
followers. They say, ‘‘You will be 
damned if you curse the priests.” Well, 
to tell the truth, if there was a God, and if 
he came before my eyes and said, ‘‘ Here 
Iam,” I would not worship him. I am 
going to be independent as I liv. My 
teacher at schoo] is one of the lambs, and 
is always talking about his one-horse 
God, but will never convert me. If we 
hav a majority for president in the future 
it will be by hard labor. I bav the com- 
plete works of Shakspere, but in all the 
works no God is apparent. 

My father has mawy debates, but not 
one of the holy can solve one of God’s 


‘problems. 


Well, with good luck for the New Year 
I will close the letter I shall hav to answer 
in the resurrection for. f 
Yours for truth, Harry Moss. 


[Always be brave and independent— 
true to the right as it appears to you. 
Every day we are more and more proud 
of our boys and girls. Their hands are to 
uphold the banners of Freedom when 
older hands drop them.—Enb. C. C.] 


Lewisport, Ky., Dec. 22, 1892. 

Miss Susan H. Wrxon: I believe it is 
true, as said, ‘‘old folks like to talk of 
themselvs.”” When I was a child, my good 
mother joined the Presbyterian church. 
After a while she concluded to hav her 
children haptized. I was the eldest. 
When they commenced to make the little 
ones cry, I got my eldest sister by the 
hand: away we went to the garden. They 
sent our old nigger man, Uncle Ben, after 
us. We hid in the grapevines (much like 
Adam and Eve,I ween). Uncle Ben came 
up. ‘I will tell them I can’t find you,” 
he said—the best lie I recollect now. 
As I think at this age of se venty-eight itis 
a misfortune to tie a string on mind or 
neck. When we join a creed we make 
our last will or testament; it is a good deal 
like having your life insured, paying some 
corporation to take care of your money, 
which prudence would care for so cheaply. 
Just so, if we do what is right, we never 
need repentance. Repentance can never 
put anything where it was before. The 
clergy talk much about the stool of re- 
pentance. I hope our children won’t need 
that stool. Go ask that tender woman 
when this. stool was an easy seat in church 
or outofit A misguided confidence! As 
for us her mistake, if she made one, can’t 
hurt us, but it puts money in the pockets 
of the corporation called fathers, un- 
married, and reverend. Why are they 
reverend? Are they not made of the 
same clay as the rest of us? The world 
seems to be weighted down with titles, 
but whoever deserves the title of honest 
child will most surely desire to be an hon- 
est man or woman, whose walk will be 
erect and whose step will not be weighted 
down with dreams of fear and coward- 
ice. Stand erect, little children, keep 
out of debt. Debt never added to a 
solitary comfort of mankind You were 
not born in debt. You could not contract 
so heinous a crime. No state can morally 
contract or aid so great a misery, adding 
the dogma of church to state, 

i GEORGE SMITE. 


Fenton, Micu., Jan. 16, 1893. 

Drar Miss Wrxon: I thought I would 
write a few lines to the Corner, if you 
would let me in. 

T liv on a farm of one hundred acres, 
five miles south and east of Fenton. My 
grandfather has taken THE TRUTH SEEKER 
for nearly thirteen years; and we hav the 
numbers of five years bound. He has 
taken Tar Trura SEEKER so long that he 
thivks he cannot do without it. I always 
read the Corner and enjoy it very much. 
I, as did Gertrude, missed you from the 
Corner, but en-oyed the pieces about 
your voyage. I will now tell you what I 
received for Christmas: I got a gcld 
watch and chain, gold eardrops, a violin, 
an autograph album, a lovely little purse, 
a book, a handkerchief-box, and a neck- 
tie. What did you get? Grandpa gave 
me my watch and chain. I hav always 
lived with him and always shall unless 
something happens more than I know of 
now. 
The other day a lady friend of mine was 
here and we got to talking about Chris- 
tianity and about being posted on the 
Bible. She said she had read Genesis and 
got so disgusted she stopped. I did not 
get it all read; I read to where the world 


was made out of nothing and then T 
stopped. That was too big to swallow— 
don’t you think so? Well, Miss Wixon, 
if you or any of our Liberal friends come 
to Michigan I should be pleased to wel- 
come you or them. I hav one of your 
good books entitled ‘‘The Story Hour,” 
which I hav read a good many times. I 
also like Helen H. Gardener’s works. I 
hav two of her books; one is ‘‘A Thought- 
less Yes,” and the other is ‘'Is This Your 
Son, My Lord?” 

Rertha E. Weed, please ask your grand- 
father if he remembers a man that ured to 
liv in New York by the name of S. H. 
Ellinwood. Tell him the same gentleman 
still remembers him yet and he enjoys 
your letters very much. ; l 

Well, I will close for fear of that dread- 
ful waste-basket. From Wiro Rosr. 


[We are pleased to get such a nice letter 
from a ‘‘ Wild Rose” in the winter. She 
must be quite a favorit to receive so Many 
beautiful presents. We were remembered 
by many friends in useful, substantial, and 
ornamental ways, but the love that ac- 
companied the gifts was more valuable 
than all.—Ep. C. C.] 
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the veiled or allegorical portions of the Christian Bible can be interpreted by modern science. 
n paper, 20 cents. 


ROSES AND RUE. 


Being Random Notes and Sketches. Some of its subjects are: A Last Interview with a 
Man of Genius; An Essay on Stirpiculture; Asceticism and Superstition; Capital Punishment; 
Poverty; Godin the Constitution; Bruno; Gods; Witchcraft, etc. This may be called Sala- 
din’s own book, for it is poetry in prose, and is one of the books that lovers of strong literature 
like to read again and again. In cloth, gold- and silver-lettered, $1.50. 


LAYS OF ROMANCE. 


This book reminds one of Sir Walter Scott, being romantic, historic verse, aglow in every. 
page with the energy of a true and high poetic genius. . 
Cloth, gold-lettered, 75 cents. : 


ISAURE and OTHER POEMS. a 


The title‘poem is a story of intense passion, touchingly told. The other twenty poems 
are fresh, fragrant thoughtful, and every verse reveals the thinker, observer, and reformer. 
Every page glows with passion and throbs with life. : i 

Cloth, gold-lettered, 75 cents. 


A FEARFUL FLOGGING. 


By one who endured it. Based upon a manuscript in the possession of Saladin 
paper, 10 cents. 


THE AGONIES OF HANGING. 


_ Studies in Psychology.. By one who was cut down from the gallows. Printed from mantu- 
scriptin the hands of Saladin. In paper, 10 cents. š 


WHIRLWIND SOWN and REAPED. 


A short story of clerical crime and villainy founded on fact. Of this book the Open Court 
said: “This novel will command the same, or more, interest than Helen Gardener’s story, ‘Is 
This Your Son, My Lord?” In paper, 25 cents. : 


THE CONFESSIONAL. 


Being an exposure of that infamous religious rite. Contents: Licentiousness of the Pre- 
Reformation Church; Lechery of the Confessional; The Priest in Absolution; Confessions of 
the Escaped Nun; Extracts from Dens and Liguori; Examination of the Church’s Claim to 
have Fostered, Learning; Her Atte pts at Continency even more Ruinous than Her Self- 
Indulgence; The Relative Oriminal Statistics of Catholicism and Protestantism. 


paper, 25 cents. v 
For all of these works address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 38 Lafayette Place, New York. _ 


tis one of 


Books by S. P. Putnam. Prof, Wm. Denton’s Books, 


Be Thyself. 100. X 

Christianity No Finality. Spiritualism 
Superior. 10c. 

Common-Sense Thoughts on the Bible. 
100. 


Deluge in the Light of Modern Science. 


Garrison in Heaven. A Dream. 106. 
Geologist and Radical. By J. H. Powell. 


Geology. Past and Future of our Planet. 


God Proposed for Our National Constitu- 
tion. 10e. 

[freconcilable Records. Genesis and 
Geology. Paper, 25c.; cloth, 40c. . 

Is Darwin Right? Origin of Man. $1. 

Is Spiritualism True? 106c. 

Man’s True Saviors. 10e. 

OrthoCoxy False, Since Spiritualism is 


True. 10c. 
Pocasset Tragedy. Legitimate Fruit of 
Christianity. 10c. 3 


Radical Discourses on Religious Subjects. 
1.25. 

Radical Rhymes. With Author’s Por- 
trait. $1.25. 

Sermon from Shakspere’s Text. 10c. 
Soul of Things. Psychometric Re- 


searches, etc. 3 vols. (Vol. I by Wm. and Eliz. 


M. F. Denton.) Per vol., $1.50, 


What Is Right? 10c. 
What Was He? Jesus in 19th Century 
Light. Paper, $1; cloth, $1.25. 
Who are Christians? 10c. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 


B. F. UNDERWOOD’S WOiins 


FOR SALE AY THE TRUTH SEEKER OFFICE. 
Essays and Lectures. Embracing Influ 
ence of Christianity on Civilization; Chris 
tianity and Materialism; What Liberalism offer 
in Place of Christianity; Scientific Materialism 
oman; Spiritualism from a Materialistir 
Standpoint; Paine the Political and Religiow 
Reformer; Materialism and Crime; Will thi 
Coming Man Worship God? Orimes and Cruel 
ties of Christianity; the Authority of the Bible 
Freethought Judged by Its Fruits; Our Idex 
of God 3800 pp., paper, 60 cents. 


Influence of Christianity npon Civiliza 
tion. 25 cents. : 

Christianity and Materialism. 15 cents. 

What Liberalism Offers in Place ¢ 
Christianity. 10 cents. 

Scientific Materialism; Its Meaning and 
Tendency. 10 cents. 

Spiritualism from a Materialistic Stand 
point. 10 cents. 

Paine the Political and Religious Re. 
former. 10 cents. 

Woman: Her Past and Present: Her 
Rights and Wrongs. 10 cents. 

Materialism and Crime. 10 cents. 

Will the Coming Man Worship God! 
10 cents. $ 

Twelve Tracts. Scientific and Theolog- 

i Caii 


taal OM aanta 


Dr. R. B. Foote's Works. 


Plain Home Talk and Medical Commor 
Sense. In one handsome 12mo volume 
of nearly 1,000 pages, fully illustrated. Cloth, 
$3.25—1n English or German. A new cheap 
edition at onlv $1.50. 

Science in Story; or, Sammy Tubbs, the 
Boy Doctor, and Sponsie. the Troublesome 
Monkey. 5 volumes in one, cloth, $2.00, postage 
prepaid; 5 volumes. separate, flexible cloth, 50 
cents per volume: Red L ‘ble 


ine edition, suita 
for holiday presents, $1.00 per volume. 

Sexual Physiology for the Young. 250 
pages, illustrated and cloth-bound. (The fifth 
volume of “‘Science in Story.”) 50 cents. 

Dr. Foote’s Health Monthly, Devoted to 
Hygiene, Sexual and Social Science, and allied 
Subjects; ninth year., Subscription, with pre- 
mium, 50 cents per year. Specimen copies free 
on application. 

Mother’s Manual. Comprising ‘‘ Advice 
to a Wife on the Management of Her Own 
Health, especially During Pregnancy, Labor, 
and Suclding,” and ‘* Advice to a Mother on the 
Management of Her Children in Infancy and 
Childhood;” 2 books in 1 volume, 628 pages, #1. 

Hand-Book of Health Hints and Ready 
Recipes. A valuable reference pamphlet 
of 128 pages. 25 cents. 


Addraaa THE TRUTH SEEKER 


Spiritualism Sustained, 


. FIVE LEOTURES. 
By Join R. Kelso, A.Me 
12me, cloth, 81,0% 


w 
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GEMS OF FREETHOUGHT. a 


The Myth of the Great Deluge. By James 
M. McCann. Price 15 cents. It tothe fe is com- 
piete and overwhelming refutation of the Bible 

tory of the Deluge that I have ever read.—B. F. 
Underwood. To read it is to be astonished at 
the possibilities of religious eredulity.—T. B. 
Wakeman. Mr. McCann's dynamite bomb has 
blown the fallacy to atoms.—A. B. Bradford. It 
ought to meet with a very largesale.—C.P. Farrell. 


The Evolution of the Devil.—By Henry 
Frank, the independent preacher of New York 
City. The most learned, accurate. scientific and 

hilosophical analysis of His Satanic Majesty ever 

efore published. The book contains 66 pages, is 
beautifully bound, with likeness of author on title 
page. Price, 25 cents. - 


Enzersell’s Address before the New 
York Unitarian Chub. The first time in the 
history of the world that a Christian Association 
ever invited a noted infidel to lecture before them. 
The lecture is a grand one, and was received by 
the Club with continuous applause from beginnin: 
to end. The pamphlet contains 12 pages, beauti- 
fally printed. Price, 6 cents. 


The Gods. By Robert G. Ingersoll, A beautifal 

amphlet of forty pages, with likeness of Ingersoll. 

, Price, 20 cents. The most profound address 
that Ingersoll ever delivered. 


The Bruno Monument. A fine engravin; 
rinted on extra heavy enameled paper, 10x1 
inches, for framing; put up in pasteboard tubes 

for mailing. Price 12 cents. 


Ohurch and State; the Bible in the Publio 
Schools; the New ‘*American” Party—By ‘‘Jef- 
ferson.” Third edition. This beautiful pam- 
phlet of 28 pages is the most thorough presenta- 
tion of the Church and State question that has 
appeared. Price, 10 cents. 


The Religion of Humanity; A Phi- 
losophy ot Life. By J. Leon Benwell. A 
beautiful paper-bound pamphlet, with-likeness of 
author. A most v‘luable publication to circulate 
among Christian people. Price 15 cents. 


Memorial Oration by Colonel Inger. 
soll ow Roscoe Conkling. Delivered be- 
fore the New York Legislature, May 9, 1888. 
Price, 4 cents. 


Dwight L. Moody. An interview by Susan 
H. Wixon. Price, 5 cents; ten copies for 30 cents. 


The Christian Religion. What is to be its 
final outcome? By an Old Farmer. A splendid 
orthodox eye-opener. Price, 15 cents. : 


God in the Constitution. By Robert G. 
Ingersoll. One of the best papers Col. Ingersoll 
ever wrote. In paper cover, with likeness of 
author. Price 10 cents. 


What Would Follow the Effacement 
of Christianity? By George Jacob Hol- 
oake. This is a most valuable contribution to 
reethought Literature. Bound in paper with 
good likeness of author. Price, 10 cents. 


Life and Career of Charles Bradlaugh. 
—By George Jacob Holyoake. With good like- 
ness of Mr. Bradlaugh. Price, 15 cents. 


Ingersoll’s Great Address on Thomas 
Paine, at the late Paine celebration in New 
York City. Price, 6 cents, 


Standing up for Jesus; or what the editor 
ot the Sreethinkers’ Magazine thinks of him. 
Price, 4 cents. 

Address, 

Truth Seeker Co., 


28 Lafayette Place, New York Crrr. 


Roaring Lion on the Track. 


By M. BABOOOK. 
. 10 ceuts. 


The Agnostic Annual 


T 1 8 93-a 
Edited by CHARLES A. WATTS. 


CONTENTS: 

. The Moral Sanction, Leslie Stephen; Reverent 
Agnosticism, Amos Waters; The [other Nature: 
A Poem, Gerald Massey; Dogmatism in Theol- 
ogy, Alfred Momerie; Sermons on the Mount, 
Samuel Laing; The City of the Dead, W. Stewart 
Ross (Saladin); On the Duty of Honesty, in Our 

onvictions, O. E. Plumptre; Scientific Religion, 
Bithell; Mhe Blight of Superstition, Charles 

Watts; Anthropology and rthodoxy, Edward 
Qlodd; The Disappearance of the Nether World. 
F. J. Gould; Religious {dega: Their Origin and 
Development, Frederick Millar; Signals with 
Mars; ‘oem, artin; Materialism and 
Idealism Harmonized, Lucian Armstrong. 

Price, 25 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKEB. 


Colonel Kelso’s Works. 


The Bible Analyzed. Cloth, octavo, 83: 
pages, $3. 

Deity Analyzed. Cloth, 12mo, $1.00. 

The Real Blasphemers, Paper, 12muv, 
188 pages, 50c. 

Spiritualism Sustained. Oloth, 12mo, 
245 pages, $1. 


Universe Analysed. $1, 


i 


Gems of Ghought. 


We should conduct ourselvs toward 
others as we would expect them to act 
toward ourselvs.— Aristotle, 


WouLD you. be avenged of an enemy— 
be virtuous, that he may hay nothing to 
say against you.— Diogenes, 


Let us be unremitting in our endeavor 
to acquire new virtues, and never be satis- 
fied merely with those we hav already at- 
tained.— Confucius. 


To conquer ourselys is the means for us 
notto be overcome by others, to be masters 
of ourselvs is the way not to hay other 
masters.—Chinese Author. i 


TE best office that literature renders a 
nation is to keep it vividly acquainted 
with its history, and to giv that history its |. 
true interpretation.— Parton, 


_We should desire nothing but what is 
right, and contribute by our example to 
the maintenance of good order in society, 
and everyone should conform to this good 
order.— Cicero. ; 


ReEticion, raging with inhuman zeal, : 
a every hand, and points the fatal 
steel. 
Whatever names divine the parties claim, 
In craft and fury they are both the same, 
— Voltaire. 


I wav not so surely foreseen that any 
Cossack or Chippeway would come to dis- 
tarb the honest and simple commonwealth, 
as that some monster institution would at 
length embrace and crush its free mem- 
bers in its scaly folds.— Thoreau. 


Waen Voltaire was born the church 
ruled and owned France. It was a period 
of almost universal corruption. The 
priests were mostly libertins, the judges 
cruel and venal. The royal palace was a 
house of prostitution. The nobles were 
heartless, proud, arrogant, and cruel to 
the last degree. The common people 
were treated as beasts. It had taken the 
church a thousand years to bring about 
this happy condition of things.— Ingersoll. 


Your poems hay qualities which render 
them respectable, and worthy the admi- 
ration and study of honest people. They 
form a course of morals wherein one can 
learn to think and to act. Virtue is 
painted therein in the most beautiful 
colors. The idea of true glory is clearly 
defined in them; and you insinuate a taste 
for the sciences in a manner so fine and so 
delicate that whoever has read your works 
cherishes the ambition to follow your 
footsteps. How many times hav I not 
said to myself, ‘‘ Unhappy man, lay down 
a burden the weight of which is beyond 
your strength; no one can imitate Voltaire 
unless it be Voltaire himself!” At such 
moments I hay felt that the advantages of 
birth, and the halo of grandeur so flatter- 
ing to our vanity, are things of very small 
account, or. in truth, of no account at all. 
They are distinctions foreign to ourselvs, 
which adorn only the exterior. How far 
preferable to them are mental gifta! 
What do we not owe to persons whom Nat- 
ure herself has distinguished by merely 
making them what they are! She pleases 
herself in forming some men whom she 
endows with all the capacity necessary for 
carrying forward the arts and sciences; 
and itis for princes to recompense their 
toils.—Letter of Frederick the Great to 
Voltaire. ` 


In the broadest sense, Evolution is the 
theory that all the varied details of the 
universe are the result of a gradual 
development from simpler conditions, | 
through the working of the laws of nature 
which now surround us. Worlds, min- 
erals, plants, animals, man, language, 
morals, laws, literature, arts, and sciences, 
as they exist to-day, are the outcome of 
the unceasing successions of cause and 
effect that hay taken place, through the 
preceding ages, in accordance with natural 
law. But the term as popularly used re- 
fers more especially to life, and in this 
sense, Evolution is the theory that all ex- 
isting forms of life hav been produced 
from simpler forms by a gradual process 
of change. Instead of an unchangeable 
universe continuing just as it was first 
created, the Evolutionist, seeing constant 
variation in each kind or species of plants 
and animals, has learned that these vari- 
ations may increase, until, in a long 
course of natural descent, forms are pro- 
duced that appear to be distinct species. 
In the breeding of domestic animals and 
in the crossing of planis, such marked 
differences result in ashort time, that it 
becomes certain such variation continued 
through a lon: period would produce 
forms appearing to differ in kind from 
their ancestors. It is therefore seen to be 
both possible and probable that all exist- 
ing forms of life hav developed from a 
few simple forms, or even from one form, 
by slow processes of change continued 
through vast ages. Robt. C. Adams. 


is the title of a little Reform paper hailing 
from Omaha, i | h 
bor of politics and religion 
little Monitor cut the waves through Hampton 
Roads and ran astern the clumsy Merrimac. It 


writers 0. 


Boards, a n - - - 


„auli K. Romsburg s Books. 


Revised and 


Document it_is 


éalse Claims. Enlarged. 
As a Missionar unexcelled. 
Among the subjects considered by Mr. Rems- 
burg are: The Church and Morality; Crimi- 
nal Statistics, showing the creeds of the 
prisoners in the penitentiaries; the Church and 
ivilization; the Church and Science; _the 
Church and Learning; the Church and Lib: 
erty; the Church and the Antislavery Reform; 
the Woman’s Rights Movement; the Temper- 
ance Reform; the Church and the Republic 
Price, 10 cents singly; 75 cents per dozen. 


Bible Morals. Twenty Crimes and Vices 
Sanctioned by Scripture; Falsehood and De- 
i heating; Theft and Robbery; 


çoption; d 
Adultery and Prostitution; Murder; Wars_o 


Conquest and Extermination; Despotism; In- 
tolerance _and Persecution; Injustice to 
Woman; to 


Unkindness to Children; Orueity 

Animals; Human Sacrifices; annibaiism; 
Witchcraft; Slavery; Polygamy; Intemperance; 
Poverty and Vagrancy; Ignorance and Idiocy; 
Obscenity. Price, single copies, 25 cents; 6 


gopies, $1. Special discount on large quanti- 
ies. . 
Sabbath-Breaking. This is the best and 


most thorough, work eyer written on the Bab- 
bath from a rational point of view. Large and 
handsome print. Price, 25 cents; six copies, $1. 


Image Breaker. Six Lectures: Decline 
of Faith; Protestant Intolerance; Washington 
an Unbeliever; Jefferson an Unbeliever; Paine 
anu Wesley; Christian Sabbath. Each 6 cents; 
bound, paper, 25 cents; per doz., 40 cents. 


[homas Paine. Tells the Story of the 
Author-Hero’s life, delineates the leading traits 
of his character and genius, and vindicates his 
name from the aspersions cast upon it. Trib- 
utes to Paine’s character are given from more 
than one hundred noted persons of Europe and 
America, many of them written expressly for 
this work. Second edition, 160 pages, printe 
on fine tinted paper, neatly bousd, and cone 

i taining a handsome steel. portrait of Paina 
Choo, cuss 


The Apostle of Liberty. an aadress des 
livered in Paine Hall, before the N. E. Freee 
thinkers’ Convention, January 29, Price: 
10 cents. 


Pyramid of Gizeh. 


Ancient Egyptian Civilization and Hebrew Nar- 
rative in Genesis and Exodus. 
By Van Buren Denstow, LL.D. Price, 15 cents. 


L. K, Washburn’s Works, 


Sunday and the Sabbath. ‘‘A law regu- 
lating human conduct on the Sabbath is an 1m- 
pertinence.” Price, 10 cents. 

The False Teaching of the Christian 
Church. ‘‘The Thirty-nine Articles of 


the Christian church are, thirty-nine poor. 
broken-down opinions.” Price,,10 cents. 


The Foolishness of Prayer. ‘‘ Think of 
aminister’s praying God to kill grasshoppers, 
or trying to induce the Deity to undertake a 
crusade of one against the Colorado beetle!’ 
Price, 10 cents. 


Followers of Jesus. Price, 10 cents. 
Spiritualism: Is It a Faith or a Fact? 


rice, 5 cents. 
Religious Problems. Price, 10 cents. 
Was Jesus Insane? Price, 10 cents. 


The Public Schools and the Catholic 
Church. Price, 5 cents. 


THE TOCSIN 


Neb., that bursts into the, har- 
like the_mighty 


ADVOCATES : 


the reign of Right and Justice, and comes in- 
dorsed y a score of the leading thinkers and 

America; it tunes its tone and meas- 
ures Truth according to the natural law of 


EQUAL RICHTS. 


Send for a sample copy of the, little Yankee 


Cheesebox. It has 12 pages the size of the ordi- 
nary magazine, and is issued weekly at $1 per year 
in advance. It is absolutely impartial, although 
necessarily opposed to the popular isms of the 
day which contravene Equality. 


LITTLE LESSONS FOR 


LITTLE FOLKS. 


By MRS. E. D. SLENKER, 


40 cents. 


Pre and Con of 


Supernatural Religion, 


Have We a Supernatural, Inspired. Mirac- 
ulous Religion? 


eR Quite Bekey AOR BSA ene 


BIBLE MORALS. 


Twenty Crimes and Vices 
Sanctioned by Scripture. 


By J. E. Remssura. Price, % cents. 


THE BEST! 


THE 


“Otto Wettstein” WATCH. 


Perfected, new model, 16 jewels, full adjusted 
o heat, cold, and position, beautiful double sunk 

al, and all modern improvements; guaranteed 
a perfect timer. Price, in silverine dust-proof 
cases, $17; 8-ounce coin silver, $22; 4-ounce, $28 
In best filled gold case, open-face, dust-proof, 82; 
hinged case, $28 to $30; hunting, $81 to $35; 14 
carat, solid gold, $45 to $150. Nickel works, $3 


more. 

Regular Grade American Watches.— 
Silverine case, 7 jewels, $6; 11 jewels, $7.50; 15 
jewels, $9; ditto, adjusted, $11; ditto, 17 jewels, 
$15. In finer cases. add as above. 

Ladies’ American Gold Watches.—All 
latest styles, in plush Gases; best filled, 7 jewels. 
$14; 11 jewels, $15.50; 15 Jewels, $20; 14 carat solid 

‘old, $10 more. Heavier, more elaborate, and 

amond-set cases, from $5 to $100 more. 

_ All watches sent with written guarantee, kept 
in order 1 year, and after that time cleaned for $1 
and returned free. . 

Sundries.—Lower grade nickel watches, $5, 
$4, and 8. Best spectacles, $1; best razor, $2; 
best triple-plated teaspoons, $1.80: table spoons. 
8.60, knives, $1.76; forks, $1.75; all for #6. Noli 
silver spoons, $1.60 per ounce; solid silver souv- 
enir spoons, $1, $1.25, $1.50, $2 to #3. 

The Colonel In ersol e— Tea, $2.50 ;orange, 

2.75; sugar, $8; Flt owls, 50 cents more. Extra 

eavy teas, $3. Ktched : 

“The Time to be Happy ts Now,” 
60 cents extra. 
The Torch of Heason Badge, solid gold 
enameled in 5 colors, small pins, $2, $2.75, an 
35o, ith diamonds, $5, $8. Large, 85, $8, $7.50, 
iamonds, 20 per cent. below market price. 
Send for price lists, cards in colors and gold of 
badge, tracts, etc., free. All goods prepaid (ex- 
cept knives and forks) and cash refunded at op- 
tion. Watch cleaned $1, and returned free. 


OTTO WETTSTEIN, Rochelle, Ill, 


WATPR OF LIPB 
Is Doing Wonders in Curing the Sick. 


Write for pamphlet to J. R. PERRY 
No. 34 South Main Brook, Wittesblne Pa. 


G6 WHY a3 


I specially want 500 orders for books within the 
next three months. 


Friends will please send stamp for circulars and 
WHY. 


ELMINA DRAKE SLENKER, 
Snowville, Va. 


To Regulate the 


STOMACH, LIVER 
ano BOWELS, tare 


RIPANS TABULES, 


HOLI RY PRICATE. . 


fi : i 


THE NOTED SPECIALIST, 
For Men Only, 


Is a physician of a wide and extensive practice, 
and his remedies are of the best. The Doctor 
treats sll those peculiar diseases of young and 
middle-aged men, as the result of youthful errors 
and excesses, causing Early Decay, Loss of Man- 


hood, Wasting Discharges, Varicocele, Mental 
and. Physics Debility, Idiocy, Insanity, and 
eath. 


To those afflicted and who are desirous of being 
cured a booklet of some 38 pages will be sent fo 
their address for ten cents, sealed in a plain 
envelope, giving causes and Symptoms of the 

mplaint and a description of the Doctor’s im- 
portant medical discovery—an Outward Applica- 
Hona poses ee e g remedy of the 

ind in existence—with evidences of success. 
88, DR. R. P. FELL . 
Vineland, N. J. 
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HOW THE LORD ENCOURAGED DRUNK 


Then shalt thou say unto them, Thus saith the Lord, Behold, I will fill all the inhabitants of this land, 
even the kings that sit upon David’s throne, and the priests, and the prophets, and all the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem, with drunkenness.—Jere. xiii, 13. 


A NEW BIBLE PICTURE-BOOK. 


Old ‘Testament Stories 


Comically Illustrated. 


Exposure 


by 


Ridicule. 


The Stories Humorously Told—And Hard Facts 
Given Concerning the Origin and Authenticity of the 
Old Testament—A Page of Text to Each Picture. 


Sustaining a Theory, 

Some Giants, 

The Adventures and Work of Noah, 
A Hunting Anecdote, 

Abraham, Christ's Great Ancestor, 
A Queer Family, 

Isaac and His “ Sister," 

One of Twins, 


By WATSON FESTON. 


CONTENTS: 
Jacob and Esau, 
Joseph the Man of Dreams, 
Holy Moses, 
Balaam the Diviner, 
Bloody Joshua, 
The Campaign of Deborah and Barak 
Against Jabin and Sisera, 
General Gideon, ~ 


400 Pages. 200 


Exposure 


by 


Facts. 


Full~Page 
Pictures. | 


Jephthah and His Human Sacrifice, 
Samson the Strong, 

Ruth and Boaz, 

Unstable as Water, God Shall Not Excel, 
David, God's Favorite, 


„~ Some Stories from the Book of Kings, 


Adventures of the Prophets, 
Jonah the Truthful Sailor. 


Boards, iluminated covers, $1; cloth, gilt side stamp, $1.50. 
Address THE! PRPUTH SEEKER Co. 


ANEW WORK 


BY 
ARTHUR B. MOSS, 


Author of “The Bible and Evolution,” 
ENTITLED 


Christianity and Evolution, 


With preface by 
J. M WHEELER, Sub-editor of Freethinker. 


Price, $1. Order at once. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 


WAS ooe 


CHRIST =- «= = 
—-soce-— CRUCIFIED? 


By AUSTIN BIERBOWER, 


A judicial consideration of the question,and the 
decision against the scriptures and the Christian 
tradition. Price, 10 cents. Address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


|The Glergyman’s Victims, 


A LIBERAL STORY, 


By Mus, E. J. BALL, Price, 25 cents. 


Priestly Celihacy Exposed, 


By Bev. G. T. Fox, M.A. 
Price, 15 cents Address this office. 


MY RELIGIOUS EXPE- 
pee TINGE, 


, Being the story of his religious life and mental 

journeyings. Tritten in his happiest aud most 

rilliant way, and is the he of all his splendid 
O88 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


works. Price, 25 cents. 


Christianity a Fiction. 
Astronomical and Astrologic- 
al Origin of all Religions. 


By DR. J. H. MENDENHALL. 


Explanatory notes compiled and arranged by 
the late Jonathan M. Roberts. Price,60 Ceti. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


HISTORY OF RELIGIONS, 


BEING 
A Condensed Account of the Results of Sclentific Research 
and Philosophical Criticism. 


By Blizabeth B. Byans. 
Paper. 25 cents; cloth. 50 cents. 


Jews of the Week. 


Tax New York city rabbi who was ex- 
pelled for eating ham, in revenge accuses 
the president of the congregation of rob- 
bing the synagog poorboxes. 


Tue Catholics of Italy are petitioning in 
large numbers against the bill for giving 
the civil marriage rite precedence over 
the religious ceremony. The measure 
was rejected by the senate in 1880, when 
a hundred thousand Catholics petitioned 
against it. 


In Ireland the province of Ulster has 
again been holding great meetings and 
announcing its unalterable resolve not to 
submit to a Dublin. parliament. A mill- 
ion and a half of Irishmen, mostly Prot- 
estants, are now again protesting against 
the rule of the priests. 


AT Des Moines, Ia., the 25th ult. was 
like a Sunday. The revival meetings con- 
ducted by Rev B. Fay Mills had reached 
a climax, and the business houses big and 
little closed and the people united in re- 
ligious services. The conversions for that 
day alone numbered hundreds. 


Tax Catholic congressat Quito, Ecuador, 
resolved ‘‘That the Supreme Pontiff has 
received his authority, not from man, but 
from God, and ought consequently to en- 
joy perfect independence and absolute 
liberty in the exercise of this authority, 
and should not be in any way dependent 
on any earthly power.” 


THE prime minister of Spain has yielded 
to the loud cry raised in all parts of the 
peninsula by the people of all classes, in- 
cluding bishops of all diocesesand nobility, 
religious confraternities, and working- 
men’s clubs; he has consequently assured 
the nuncio of his holiness Leo XIII. in 
Madrid that the Protestant New Temple 
shall not be opened until all exterior signs 
of every kind to attract attention hav been 
removed. All this means a delay of some 
months, besides a considerable expense in 
the radical alteration of the facade, 


In Holy Russia the sufferings of the peo- 
ple are growing worse than ever. The 
misery from want of food and fuel, and 
from epidemics of all kinds, is indescrib- 
able. A foreign consul at Odessa writes 
that the ‘‘people are dying off as flies die 
at the end of summer.” Commercial 
prospects hav been looking blacker each 
month since the Jews were expelled in 
deference to Christian fanaticism. The 
government is uneasy over the bank- 
ruptcy of many prominent houses. ‘‘ We 
find ourselvs,” says Count Bobrinsky, 
**face to face with a bad harvest under 
worse circumstances than last year.” 


James Q. Brains died at Washington, 
D. C., on the 27th ult., of kidney disease, 
complicated with tuberculosis, The im- 
mediate occasion of death was heart fail- 
ure. His mother was a Catholic, and he 
was baptized as one, and served mass in 
church as a boy. When he reached man- 
hood he joined the Presbyterian church. 
He was a regular attendant at his church, 
and during his illness was visited regu- 
larly by his pastor, Rev. Dr. Hamlin. 
His last spiritual conversation was with 
that clergyman. ‘‘He died,” say reports 
from Protestant sources, ‘‘a firm believer 
in Protestantism.” However, Catholics 
are claiming him. As one instance, the 
last issue of the New York Sunday 
Democrat, a Catholic paper, says: ‘We 
hav good grounds for believing that Mr. 
Blaine was restored to membership in the 
Catholic church before hedied. The visit 
of Cardinal Gibbons to Mr. Blaine’s house 
during his illness, and the fact that Father 
Sherman, S. J., appears satisfied with the 
spiritual condition of his distinguished 
relativ, seem conclusiv that the wanderer 
returned.” Editor Michael Walsh of that 
paper also prints a letter from Ellen E. 
Sherman to himself touching Mr. Blaine’s 
religious feelings, It is in part as follows: 
‘You are right about my cousin, Mr. 
Blaine. He was baptized a Catholic and 
was a good practical member of the church 
until he entered a non-Catholic college. 
Like others he became indifferent and fell 
away from the faith of his sainted Irish 
mother. His marriage with a non-Catholic 
lady, and, I suppose, his ambition, led 
him to attend the Presbyterian church at 
Augusta, Me. He isa strayed sheep, and 
at heart a very good man. I hay every 
hope he will die in the faith.” Mr. Walsh 
said to a reporter: ‘‘I believe Mr. Blaine 
died a Catholic, and I believe that all his 
life his heart was with the Catholic church, 
That he had returned to the church is 
manifest from the fact that Cardinal 
Gibbons was summoned to his house 
doring hiis Jast illness. Such a call means 
something. A priest at such times is not 
called from motivs of friendship alone.” 
Mr. Walsh said he had known the Blaine 
family for many years, and from private 
information his belief that Mr. Blaine 
died a Catholic had been strengthened so 
that he had no doubt about it. 
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A CRITICAL EXPERIMENT—TRYING TO GET RID OF AN UNWELCOME APPENDAGE. 


AMERICAN WATCH AND CHAIN. | PRI 


DUST-PROOF GOLD-PLATED CASE. 


“American Lever Movement, Patent Escapement and Regulator, Patent FV, 
Winding and Setting Attachment Requiring no Key, 240 Beats f 
to Minute; Hour, Minute, and Second Hands. 


THE CHEAPEST GENUINE AMERICAN WATCH EVER SOLD. 
TIMED, TESTED, AND REGULATED. EVERY WATCH GUARANTEED. 


ee 


> The case is strong and tight, of solid composition metal used the world over as a substitute for Gold, with an elegant f] 
Gold-P latod Chain. Packed in a neat box and mailed to any address for $1.50 each; 3 for $4.0) by Express; One Dozen for Hy 
15.00 xpress. : VG 
$ $ i - FULLY GUARANTEED TO KEEP ACCURATE TIME. 

% It is fully as durable as the most expensive watch, and with fair usage will keep good time for Ten Years. This 
wateh is being manufactured in lots of 100,000 at the rate of 1,000 per Day hy the largest watch manufacturing concern in 
the world. This constitutes the sole reason for its low price. It is a practical illustration of what may be done in this ® $ 
country by machinery and skilled operators when an article can besold in large quantities. Its parts are not made by hand Aye. 
by “ Pauper European labor ” as are most of the cheap watches now sold, which never run long and can never be repaired. A \\e 
Automatic machinery does everything on this wate and every part is as true as a die can make it. The movement is the 

same as in all American watches and is readily understood and repaired by any jeweler. 5 , 
> Every Watch Timed, Tested, and Regulated before leaving our hands, and carefully packed with chain. 


A FEW: TESTIMONIALS FOR YOU TO READ. WE HAVE THEM FROM EVERY STATE. 


, i . WEBB City, Jan. 9, 1893. 
GENTLEMEN: I am much pleased with the Watch you sent me, and Iwill sayit keeps right up on time. t has not varied 
any as yet. Most truly yours, Dz. ANDERSON. 
, , CaTo, Mass., Jan. 6, 1893. 
GENTLEMEN: I take pleasure in saying the Watch you sent me gave perfect satisfaction. It is a good time-keeper and 
au you recommend it to be. ‘You will be favored with an order from me soon. Yours truly, W. G. DONNt LL. 


; b d in the Twentieth Cent O Eni Tb would b 
Sirs: I received your Watch and found it to be as represented in the Twent eth Century advertisement. would be 
r bard to improve on its time-keeping qualities. Yours trwy, Moses HINCHCLIFFE. 
> g : Fort WAYNE, IND. 
. l R. H. INGERSOLL & Bro., Room 133, 65 Cortlandt street, New York. Kind Sirs: It is a standing rule of mine when I see 


? an admirable trait in any character, or a marked excellence in anything, to express appreciation cither in public or in pr 
i 8 


i i i n Post-mortem praises do the dead nogood. The corpse smells no flowers on its cas 
Hoes Taffyis perior RE ential: sited with your Watch—a little gem, T keep it on my typewriter desk during week-days, 
| right before my eyes, and it keeps splendid time. Faithfally yours, ŠTEPHEN A. NoBTHROP. 


R. H. INGERSOLL & BRO., Sole Mfrs., Room 133, 65 Cortlandt st., 


New York. 
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The Existence of a God. 


We will answer the remaining points in Mr. 
Anderson’s letter asserting the existence of a God. 

Mr. Anderson says, in Tue TRUTH SEEKER of 
January 7th: 

“You speak of tracing things to natural laws. Does it 
never strike you as being absurd to speak of there being a 
law without design?” 

We are at aloss how to interpret this remark, 
except on the supposition that our friend misunder- 
stands the word “law.” We will, at any rate, reply to 
it on the line of that supposition, for we know not 
how to treat it otherwise; and at all events the 
misconception of the term natural law is common, 
and a correction of it will come in usefully in the 
cases of many into whose hands this paper will fall. 
One meaning of the word “law” is: The command 
of a superior to an inferior; a rule or order of 
conduct established by authority ; an edict of aruler 
or government; an expressed regulation; a decree. 
Here law involves the idea of personality. But 
in the phrase “law 6f nature” the word law 
has a meaning totally different. It here means the 
order in which natural facts occur. A law of nat- 
ure is an unvarying order, method, condition, 
or relation in which things happen. For instance, 
itis a law of nature that “Every particle of mat- 
ter attracts every other particle of matter with a 
force proportional directly to its mass and indi- 
rectly to the square of the distance.” For another 
instance we may take the law of fluid pressure: 
“At any point in a fluid at rest, the pressure is 
equal in all directions.” That is, these facts are 
connected in order of existence, so that when we 
find one of them, we shall always find the other. 
The confounding of these two meanings of the 
word law—viz., human command, and order of 
oceurrence—is not at all uncommon. For the 
word in its latter sense George Henry Lewes in his 

` philosophic writings attempted to substitute a term 
which should not be liable to this confusion of 
signification. In his “Problems of Life and Mind” 


he says: 


‘t By one of the illusions into which Philosophy easily 
glides, a Law of Nature is supposed to hold a position 
with respect to natural objects which is analogous to that 
held by a legislative enactment with respect to social 
life, laws area kind of wise police keeping Nature in 
order. How far the connotations of Language inevitably 
transfer this conception of the regulation of conduct to 
the regulation of Nature, it may be difficult to say; but 


the fact is that, having once named Process by the word 


‘Law, we have great difficulty in keeping the two concep- 


tions distinct. Even careful writers are apt to express 
themselves ambiguously on this point. . . . Strongly 
impressed with the mischievous tendency of its sugges- 
tions, I was many years ago led to propose the abandon- 
ment of the word Law in relation to physical phenomena : 
but I soon found that the reform was impracticable ; the 
word is too deeply rooted.” 


Natural law is simply order, or uniformity. The 
fact that we find everything pervaded by the 
quality of order or uniformity does not evidence 


a God. If we find anything at all, it must possess 


some quality. The quality of order or uniformity 
has no more weight as Theistic evidence than the 


0 | quality of—say, relation, or quantity, or generality, 


or particularity, or number, or changeableness, or 
durability. Here are some syllogisms of exactly 
equal degrees of logicalness : l 

Certain things are always attended by certain 
other things; therefore God. 

Certain things are always attended by certain 
other things; therefore a dog has ten tails. 

Certain things are always attended by certain 
other things; therefore what’s yours is mine. 

Another conception which our correspondent 
seems to entertain, is that all the natural causes 
which scientists industriously point out for every- 
thing are but secondary causes passively handled 
by an ivtelligent First Cause to the production of 
the ends which he chooses. This notion is that all 
the processes of world-formation, of natural selec- 
tion producing the faculties of living creatures, etc., 
which we have been naming over, are but the 
means which a God has employed, and not guffic- 
ing causatives in themselves. Our correspondent’s 
words are : 


“ Evolution surely does ‘not controvert the idea of a 
superintending intelligence, but is Only a plan of crea- 
tion instead of a discussion concerning an author. ana 
What you overlook is the underlying cause of all things 
—not the proximate causes, which often a mere child 
could comprehend.” 


Our correspondent seems to us to have an inexact 
idea of what cause is. We think that he would do 
well to examine the notion of cause until it has 
become to his view perfectly clear and accurately 
defined. The cause of an event is not superior 
to an event itself in any such quality as occult 
power or mysteriousness. It is as simple and 
natural as the effect. Its only bearing on the 
effect is that of order in time. When it occurs, 
the effect occurs. A cause of a given event is: 
Some other event, which happening, the given 
event happens; and which failing, the given event 
fails. It is: The entire aggregate of conditions, 
of whatsoever nature, which being present, the 
given event follows. When we have observeda par- 
ticular event always following a certain other event, 
or aggregate of conditions, we for convenience 
desire some term to designate the earlier event or 
conditions, and choose the word cause. The rela- 
tion between the two is nothing more than that 
(here we suppress some trifling qualifications) of 
succession in time. It is supposed by many that 
there is involved something more than this—some 
interior power by which the one event has brought 
about the other, and which we should try to dis- 
cover. But modern positive science has abandoned 
the notion of such a power or quality, and occu- 
pies itself solely with ascertaining the order in 
which events occur. Now, when we find the exist- 
ence of the world preceded by certain natural 
conditions, we are to pronounce these natural con- 
ditions the cause, the competent and sufficing 
cause; search for any mystic or supernatural 
influence by which they are enabled to produce the 


succeeding events is fruitless and unmeaning; and 
here we are to rest—except that when we wish 
we may look on these causes as being themselves 
effects of other causes, like them in being perfectly 
natural, and seek for the causes of them. 

The fact that discoveries have so far extended 
only a certain distance back, can, we should say, be 
no more used to prove the existence of a God than 
it can to prove the existence of anything at all else. 
We fail to see how this fact tends in the slightest 
degree to indicate the existence of a supreme Soul ` 
or Intelligence. It seems to us no more sequent 
to say: : 

We have as yet explored only so far back: there- 
fore a manlike being— 

Than to say: 

We have as yet explored only so far back: there- 
fore all was created by a beast with seven heads, 

Or than to say: 

We have as yet explored only so far back: there- 
fore the owl and the pussy-cat went to sea in a 
beautiful pea-gresn boat. 

There is, however, something that we may 
legitimately infer from the result of our tracing 
back the course of cause and effect. As we have 
found only natural causes as far as we have 
gone, we may infer that we shall find only natural 
causes as far as we shall ever go. We have so far 
found for every event (except, of course, those 
events admitted by both sides to be caused by men 
or other animals) a cause which is not an intelli- 
gence like the human, so we generalize, as we have 
aright to do, and lay down the law: AU events 
(with the exception noted) have causes which are 
not intelligences like the human. The Theists, 
however, absurdly turn this about till they have got 
it just the opposite of what it was, saying: We 
have so far found for every event a cause which is 
not an intelligence like the human: hence, all 
events have causes which are intelligences like the 
human. How would these Theists like this kind of 
reasoning carried out in anything else?—Yor a 
taste : 

We have so far in every case found it disadvan- 
tageous to throw our pocketbook away in the 
street: hence in all future cases we shall find it 
advantageous to throw our pocketbook away in the 
street. 

Or— 

We have so far in every case found flour, yeast, 
water, and heat combined to produce bread: hence 
in all future cases we shall find them to produce 
ladies’ and gentlemen’s wearing apparel. 

As to an intelligent first cause, which our corre- 
spondent affirms by the names of “author” and 
“underlying cause,” it seems to us that there can 
be no such thing. For science, proceeding upon 
experience, has felt justified in laying down the 
axiom, Every event that had a beginning had a 
cause. Now, the consciousness or nature of God 
could nôt have been the same after he had conceived 
the design of creating a universe, or begun to 
act upon it, that it was before he had conceived 
that design, or begun to act upon it; this change 
in him must have had a beginning at some particu- 
lar time; hence it must have had a cause; hence 
God is subject to cause; hence he is not a first 
cause. , 

Here is as good a place as any to note the tend- 
ency of Theists to consider as a god, and erect into 
a hallowed and worshipable eminence, whatever 
natural principle scientists have at the time being 
found to be the cause of a great number of phe- 
nomena. As just at present science has rendered 
force about the most prominent and talked-about 
thing, we find Theists ascribing that attribute to 
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their god in preference to the quality of spirituality 
which was formerly their favorite. Now they more 
often talk of an Ultimate Force, as a First Cause, 
than of a Universal Soul. Gravitation, too, since 
the wide generalizations of science have discovered 
that principle to be the cause of so very many 
phenomena, is becoming popular in the distin- 
guished role of God. A clergyman the other day 
declared in his pulpit, “Gravitation is God!” If, 
ag seems to us, Our correspondent is bound, willy- 
nilly and hob or nob, to call some natural princi- 


ple or other by the joy-giving name of God, and 
adore it, we should think that he may as well try 


this of Gravitation as any other. Gravitation is 
about as far as we have got. 
power. 
and ceremonies of a sect started for the worship 


of Gravitation, we cannot at once say. However, 


the process of becoming godlike as much as possi- 


ble, we should conjecture, would in this religion 


consist in growing to exercise all the gravitation 


possible, ¿. e., increasing in girth and jolly plump- 
ness. To the extent of doing our best to fulfill 
this requirement of godliness, we are willing, if 
any such sect be founded, to be counted a disciple. 

Lately, our correspondent seems to be verging 
toward Pantheism, the doctrine that everything is 
God. We hardly know what to say to this. In 
books written against this notion the argument 
most common is that directed against what the 
writers call the absurdity of supposing that a 
Supreme Being would be pleased to go through all 
the disorderly and convulsive processes of this earth’s 
generation finally to reach his highest level in so 
faulty and self-antagonistic a race as ours. We 
may leave it to everyone to look into this matter for 
himself—to gaze out upon the doings of the world 
around him and try what fortune he may have in 
fitting them to his conception of a divinity. He 
may, as we will now, turn to the newspapers at 
his side and see how the latest ongoings of the 
race or the world appear viewed in this light. 
Here in one journal, for instance, we find God 
catching himself in a trap. In the form of a 
grocer, God had often missed goods from his store. 
Reflecting, with the sagacity which we have often 
heard attributed to him by his admirers, th:t the 
loss proceeded from nightly thefts, he one evening 
set a huge trap by his counter so that the floor 
when trodden would give way and precipitate the 
intruder into the trap’s jaws. The Lord was, it 
turned out, correct in suspecting himself of the 
roguery. For when he entered the store next 
morning he found himself securely caught in the 
trap. On another page of the journal we learn of 
his having, in the form of the late comet, scared 
himself, in the shape of some Carolina negroes, 
pretty nearly to death. All matter may, as Mr. 
Anderson supposes (Tue Trurs Szexen, February 
4th, page 75), be intelligent, but surely he ought to 
admit that it cannot be very much so. The next 
incident which we come across is that of God being 
found by a policeman trying to get into a wagon 
standing in the street to sleep overnight. This 
was on a bitter cold night, when the tramp, in 
whose form the Creator was engaged in this trans- 
action, would infallibly have been frozen. Before 
leaving this incident it is our duty to add that the 
tramp was prevented from accomplishing his aim, 
so that our readers’ feelings may be set at rest and 
not left under the disquieting apprehension that 
God is dead. A corner of the paper which we have 
been scrutinizing is occupied by an account of God 
in the shape of a cat watching for himself under 
the character of a mouse. Merely remarking—for 
in the latter form the deity had been gnawing some 
book-covers very annoyingly—that we hope God 
will succeed in meeting himself, we will bring this 
article to a close. 

In another issue we shall speak to the one point 
yet remaining out of those offered against us by 
Mr. Anderson. This is: We expressed a belief 
that the writings of Darwin, Spencer, Haeckel, 
Bain, Mill, and Büchner would lead him to “find a 
call for a designer no longer.” He replied that it 
was unreasonable to expect that these writings 
should go affect him, and that the authors were not 


It is a wide-swaying 
Just what would be the articles of faith 


ingly low price. 


Atheists themselves. We will then show why 
we made the above-named supposition, and what 
was the belief of those men. : 


Some Handsome Premiums. 


To induce new subscriptions and prompt renew- 
als on the part of our friends we make the follow- 
ing handsome premium offers: 

For $5.00 we will send Taz Trura SEEKER one 
year ($3.00) and “ Paine’s Great Works Complete ” 
(3.00). This edition of Paine’s works contains a 
picture of Paine, of the statue proposed to be 
erected in Chicago, and of his monument in New 
Rochelle. 

For $5.00 we will send Taz Truru SEEKER one 
year ($3.00) and “The World’s Sages, Thinkers, 
and Reformers” ($3.00). By D. M. Bennett. 

For $4.50 we will send Taz Truru SEEKER one 
year ($3) and a cloth-bound copy of “ Bible Myths” 
($2.50). 

For $4.50 we will send Taz Trura SEEKER one 
year ($3) and “The Freethinker’s Pictorial Text- 
Book” in cloth ($2.50). 

For $4 we will send Taz Truta SEEKER one year 
($3) and “ The Freethinker’s Pictorial Text-Book” 
in boards ($2). 

For $4 we will send Tuz TRUTH SEEKER one year 
($3) and a copy of “ Old Testament Stories Comic- 
ally Ilustrated ” in cloth covers ($1.50). 

For $3.50 we will send Tue Truru SEEKER one 
year ($3) and “Old Testament Stories Comically 
Ilustrated ” in board covers ($1). 

This is a splendid opportunity to obtain books 
which every Liberal desires to hav at an exceed- 
Old and new subscribers can avail 
themselvs of it, and we shall be glad if our present 


readers will call the attention of their friends to 


the values offered. 


Acknowledgments. 
We gratefully acknowledge the receipt of the fol- 


lowing sums presented to us to push ahead the work 


of Freethought: E. B. Foote, Jr., $5; M. E. At- 


wood, $1; Mrs. M, A. Jerome, $.50; N. C. Creede, 
This is the second time 
Mr. Creede has done this thing to us recently, and 


$4; Edward Butler, $1. 


Dr. Foote is doing it several times a year to 
somebody. These amounts are exceedingly useful, 
for there is always some one willing to distribute 
Liberal papers but too poor to pay the necessary 
expense, and such we supply liberally. In this way 
many people in many localities are reached who 


otherwise would never know the light of reascn. 
oan 


Colonel Ingersoll on Abraham Lincoln. 

Colonel Ingersoll will lecture at the Broadway 
Theater, Broadway and Forty-first street, on Sun- 
day evening, February 12th. He will talk about 
Abraham Lincoln, and all who hav heard Mr. In- 
gersoll speak of this great president know that a 
great occasion is before them. . We advise an early 
purchase of tickets to avoid the speculators. 


We hate to mention it again, but we sadly need 
the money due us from subscribers whose time has 
expired. We wantit badly, and we want it right 
off in order to pay bills long past due. These bills 
were incurred in furnishing the paper to these 
negligent readers, and they will only show a fair 
spirit in remitting at once. Friends, do not force 
us to again ask for this. It is but a small sum to 
you individually and none is so poor that he cannot 
pay it, but the aggregate is a large sum to us and 
just what we want to make us square with the 
world. o 


The St. James Gazetta bas been chasing Salvation 
Army Booth up, and finds that he has used the 
money obtained from his cheap converts to specu- 
late in stocks. On one transaction it is reported 
that he lost over $10,000. 


The Christian Statesman, organ of the extreme 
fanatics who are trying to take this nation back to 
Puritan times, calls our World’s Fair leaflet a “ devil 
tract.” It is a devil-ish good tract, and that is what 


hurts our Christian enemy. 


A Massachusetts minister allowed his little 
daughter to die of typhoid-pneumonia because the 
Lord did not interfere to save her, and three girls 
contracted pneumonia recently by being baptized 
in a river covered several inches deep with ice, and 


still the Christians want laws against unbelief ! 
i 


It is rumored that the Rev. Mr. Parkhurst’s spy- 
ing society has secured the services, as chief de- 
tectiv, of “Capt.” Wishart, the Pittsburgh fanatic 
who asked the police to arrest the Freethinkers 
assembled in that city in a Secular Union’ congress 
some three or four years ago. “Capt.” Wishart 
will find his path a little rougher in this city than 
in the Blue-law state of Pennsylvania. New York- 
ers are not very good Sunday-keepers. 


Because the Berkeley, Cal., Advocate printed two 
columns of reading matter written by a Unitarian 
clergyman the evangelicals of the town hav boy- 
cotted the paper. The boycott was begun by the. 
Presbyterian preacher of the place, who was fol- 
lowed by all the other supposedly less bigoted pul- 
piteers. The Calvinist pastor says he believes Uni- 
tarianism to be a great error, and he cannot even 
subscribe for a paper which allows its doctrins to 


be stated in its columns. 
D gE 
The newspapers of Pennsylvania are asking for 


‘| the enactment of a law legalizing the manufacture 


and sale of Sunday editions of their journals. 
They are very selfish in the matter, including no 
other profession or trade in their bill, and we cer- 
tainly hope the attempt will fail, for the newspapers 
arə the hope of the people in the matter of repealing 
all religious legislation, and humzn nature is so 
selfish that unless kis own prerogativs are curtailed 
the average secular editor won’t fight very hard for 
liberty. Abolish Sunday newspapers in Pennsyl- 
vania and the statute of 1784 would hav to go. 
ee 

The Cleveland World thinks Mr. Moody’s state- 
ment that the steamer Spree was saved only by an 
act of “ divine providence” is remarkable, but that 
nevertheless it is quite probable that the captain 
of the steamer that rescued it and towed it into 
port will put in a claim for salvage. And other 
unkind people are recalling to Mr. Moody’s some- 
what imperfect memory the case of his old friend 
and co-worker, Mr. Bliss, who was killed in the 
terrible Ashtabula disaster a few years ago, al- 
though presumably he prayed as fervently as those 
who were onthe Spree. “Even a man as gifted in 
prayer as D. L. Moody,” adds the Boston Tran- 
script, “ should giv the larger laws of the ruler of 
the universe a little more humble praise, and the 
efficacy of evangelical praying a little less.” We 
would like to get up a match between Mr. Moody 
and a steam derrick to see which could move a 
mountain the quicker—he by prayer or the der- 
rick by shovelfuls. a 


_—»—— 

It is pleasant to read the following summary of 
the beneficent labors of a certain noble body of 
men: “These men are engaged in almost every 
branch of scientific investigation and exploration. 
They are botanizing from Labrador to Lower Cali- 
fornia. Some are scaling the glaciers of Alaska; 
some surveying canals in Central America, and ` 
some seeking the north pole across the table-lands 
of Greenland ; some are triangulating the continent 
and some are sounding the deep seas; some are 
studying the germs of diseases, fighting pests and 
contagion in man and beast and plant ; some are tak- 
ing substances to pieces and finding the ultimate 
elements, and others are constructing huge ships 
and forts; some digging into the earth to find 
what the ages hav deposited, others in Texas are 
sending explosivs into the heavens because, alas! 
there is no rain in the land.” This is what was 
said of the scientists of America in an address at the 
latest meeting of the American Association for the 
Advancement of Science. 


The Ohio Democrat makes some pertinent re- 
marks which the Sabbatarian fanatics will not like: 
“Every once in a while,” it says, “somethirg trans- 
pires in history which throws the antagonistic 
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forces of the church and saloon together as effect- | a mere mechanic God outside of the universe, but 


ually as though their interests were identical. This 
fact of history has occurred twice in Ohio within 
our own recollection. The first was when the for- 
mation and adoption of the Constitution of 1851 
was under consideration, both forces uniting to 
defeat the reënactment of the ‘Tavern License 
Clause of the Constitution of 1802.’ The next in- 
stance is that in reference to the closing the 
World’s Columbian Exhibition on Sunday. That 
the churches are in favor of such closing the minis- 
ters, very generally, openly proclaim, and in this 
they are joined by the liquor-dealers, Sunday theaters, 
and dive-keepers of the ‘Windy City,’ who hav 
swung into line the like elements of all the states. 
That this is true of Ohio is shown by the record. 
According to the Porter census of 1890, Ohio has 
‘a population of 3,672,316, but the petition pre- 
sented from this state to Congress praying for 
Sunday closing contains 4,053,426 signatures, as 
shown by the tally-sheets in Secretary Dickinson's 
office, or 381,108 more than the total number of 
inhabitants. Excluding from account the number 
of church-members who do not favor the Sunday- 
closing scheme, and the infants who hav no opin- 
ion, it is fair to presume that more than half a 
million of the names appearing on the petitions are 
forgeries.” 


We hav in press for Dr. Hartmann of this city a book 
which contains enough scientific information to disabuse 
at least some human minds of the God idea. Dr. Hart- 
mann attempts to show that God is the creation of his 
so-called creatures instead of their creator. He dissects 
man as a watchmaker takes apart a timepiece, and puts 
bim on exhibition for himself. The Christian explanation 
of things is fully considered, and the creation part of the 
Bible receives a thorough overhauling. The book is 
illustrated with a diagram showing where our intellectual 
faculties lie, another making plain the theological retro- 
gression of the era, and a map of the country wherein 
the Garden of Eden is supposed to hay been, as well as 
where the deluge is alleged to hay overwhelmed the world. 
The book makes over four hundred pages, and the price 
will be fifty cents in paper and one dollar. in cloth bind- 
ing. 


(With Gur Congressmen. 


News and Notes. 


Industrial Hall was ornamented in beautiful 
fashion in honor of the Author-Hero of the Revo- 
lution. The star-spangled banner was wreathed 
about the walls and over the platform. In the 
center of the stage was the portrait of Thomas 
Paine in a frame of red, white, and blue. A large 
audience gathered both afternoon and evening and 
music flowed and speech was uttered; and the 
martyr of the past became the prophet of the fut- 
ure, whose life was expressed in the motto which 
glittered in the central arch, “ The world is my 
country, to do good is my religion.” The address 
of the afternoon was given by Mr. Atchison, in 


which the career of Thomas Paine as the author of! 
«Common Sense,” of “The Crisis,” of ‘The i 


Rights of Man,” and of “ The Age of Reason ” was 
pictured in glowing and enthusiastic language, and 
not only was Thomas Paine the reformer and brill- 
iant writer celebrated, but also Thomas Paine the in- 
ventor, who first suggested the use of steam for ocean 
navigation and was the designer and builder of the 
first iron arched bridge by which to-d y the high- 
way of civilization spans the sweeping river. The 
contributions of Thomas Paine to human progress 
are simply incalculable in their effect. The address 
of the evening was made by Samuel P. Putnam, 
who delineated the crowning work of Thomas 
Paine in the field of Bible criticism where to-day 
the battle rages so fiercely, and where the banner 
of “The Age of Reason” is upheld by every ad- 
vanced Christian scholar. It was in vindication of 
a just conception of God and the true worth of the 
Bible that “The Age of Reason” was written, and 
it has marked out the lines of the scientific and 
historic study of the Bible, which at present 
is triumphant in the church itself. “ ‘he Age of 
Reason” is an epoch-making book, a living book 


to-day, and for all time, a book unanswered 
and unanswerable. In modern thought is wit- 
nessed the glory of Thomas Paine. In 


the words Liberty, Science, and Humanity are 
found the spirit and the meaning of his career who 
fought for Liberty, who consecrated his days and 
nights to science, who suffered and gave his all for 
humanity's sake. 


His idea of God was not that of : 


the spirit of man’s moral nature itself and entirely 
harmonious with it, for, says Thomas Paine, “any 
system of religion that shocks the mind of a little 
child is for that very reason a false religion.” 

Industrial Hall was packed to its utmost capacity 
on this auspicious occasion, and was marked by a 
new departure in the work of Friendship Liberal 
League, which in times past has done so much to 
keep alive in Philadelphia the patriotic and Liberal 
spirit of Paine and Franklin, which to-day is 
stronger than ever, and looks with hope to larger 
enterprises. It has $300 ahead in the treasury and 
is thus on a solid basis. Next year Friendship 
Liberal League expects to meet in its own hall. A 
joint stock company is being organized and over 
one thousand shares were subscribed for at this 
anniversary meeting. This is a splendid under- 
taking, and the torch of reason will flame in the 
Quaker City as bravely as it burnt in the breast 
of Thomas Paine, whose soul now “goes marching 
on” victorious over the dark and bloody supersti-. 
tions of the past. Friendship Liberal League will 
make a new landmark in human progress. 

I see that Dr. Westbrook does not like the logic 
of his position, and will not accept his welcome 
into the orthodox ranks, and accuses me of bigotry 
and intolerance because I hav placed him where he 
belongs as a matter of justice. It is a ques- 
tion of definition—that is all. Is Liberalism a 
well-defined political philosophy or not? Does it 
mean anything and everything? Isit a conglomera- 
tion of ideas and sentiments, or is it a consistent, 
firm, uncompromising mental and moral attitude 
concerning the great questions of human life? I 
claim it is the latter. It is a grand, harmonious. 
and constructiv system of human advancement. It 
is not a mere batch of opinions, but a body of 
opinions coordinated into a living whole. Dr. 
Westbrook replies to my criticisms by quoting his 
most advanced opinions in regard to the Bible, the 
origin of the Sabbath, taxation of church property, 
ete. But these opinions are held by many an or- 
thodox scholar. Rigid Sabbatarians maintain that 
the Sabbath is a universal institution and did not 
originate with Moses. Indeed, the position of Dr. 
Westbrook is the modern stronghold of religious 
legislation concerning Sabbath observance. The 
New York Independent, an orthodox journal, is in 
favor of church taxation, and so are some of the 
most creed-bound churches in the country. John 
Calvin was more Liberal as to. Sunday observ- 
ance than Dr. Westbrook. I don’t deny that 
Dr. Westbrook holds some Liberal opinions 
equally with Luther, Wesley, Dr. Briggs, and other 
great lights of the church. Ido not deny that he 
is a thinker, a scholar, and a gentleman. I do not 
accuse him of hypocrisy. I hav not attacked his 
character in the least. I hav declared that he is 
not a Liberal, and if he held the same opinions 
when president of the American Secular Union that 
he holds to-day, then he was not a Liberal when in 
that office, and the sad failure of his administration 
is explained by this fact. Why mince the matter? 
Dr. Westbrook knows that he wouldn't hav received 
a vote in the Secular Union if he ha published his 
address on the Sabbath question before he was 
elected president His address was not read be- 
fore the last Congress because it was in such direct 
violation of ail the principles of Secularism. I 
challenge Dr. Westbrook to find a single Liberal in 
this laid who will indorse his argument. Let him 
advertise in Tae Truru SEEKER, Investigator, ete., 
and see what kind of a response he will get. 

What is the deepest question of all to-day be- 
tween Liberalism and orthodoxy? It is the ques- 
tion of hum n rights. Liberalism stands for human 
rights absolutely, orthodoxy does not. Orthodoxy 
would employ force for the advancement of its 
claims. This has been the curse of orthodoxy 
through all the ages. This has made bloody the 
path of human history; this has made the dungeon, 
the cross, the fagot; this has slain millions of the 
human race. Orthodoxy has drawn the sword and 
compelled men to accept its dictates. 

Now, as to the employment of physical force 
for the advantage of a certain set of opinions Dr. 
Westbrook is entirely orthodox. He is the foe of 
human liberty. He is with the tyrant. ‘The gates 
of the World’s Fair are closed by act of Congress 
—that is, by physical force, for as Washington says, 
«The state is not persuasion, but force.” Dr. 
Westbrook does not appeal to reason and rely on 
reason, but he depends on brute power, and he 
rejoices because he has brute power on his side and 
can useit. That is what constitutes his a damnable 
orthodoxy. He is at heart a despot, and stands 
side by side with all the infamous and cruel perse- 
cutions of the past and of to-day. If Dr. West- 
brook had simply argued for the closing of the 
World’s Fair on Sunday and used only reason in 


support of his position I should not hav declared 


him illiberal, but he is in favor of the use of brute 
force to sustain his position, and for that reason I 
put the tyrant’s brand upon him. Dr. Westbrook 
indorses, justifies, and exults in an unjust, arbitrary, 
and unconstitutional act of Congress, one of the 


most detestable acts of tyranny in human history. 
That makes him orthodox and the foe of every 
Liberal man and woman in the country. Who can 
doubt this? It is as plain as that two and two 
make four. If Dr. Westbrook had confined him- 
self to the expression of his opinion and let his 
opinion stand for what it is worth, all right; he 
might still be a Liberal in the magnanimity of his 
spirit, but when he joins the infernal brood of 
bigots and unites with them in violating the Con- 
stitution, invading human rights, trampling upon 
personal liberty, and using the club and compel- 
ling millions of people to stay away from the 
World's Fair, then I say he is orthodox. He is 
against the Liberal movement on a most vital point. 
The attitude of Dr. Westbrook justifies the perse- 
cution of every heretic in human history. Dr. 
Westbrook is in favor of chains and slavery. Let 
him escape this syllogism if he can : 

1. He who is in favor of the unjust, arbitrary, un- 
constitutional act of Congress closing the World’s 
Fair on Sunday is not a Liberal ; 

2. Dr. Westbrook is in favor of said act of 
Congress ; 

2. Therefore, Dr. Westbrook is not a Liberal. 

Is there any flaw in that reasoning? Answer 
fairly, Dr. Westbrook. Standby your colors now. 
On whose side is the bigotry and intolerance? Who 
is it that kindles the fires of persecution ? 

Let us see. To-day eleven Seventh Day Ad- 
ventists are on trial in the criminal court of Henry 
county, Tenn., charged with violating the law of 
Tennessee by working on Sunday. These are 
honest men—good citizens. They hav committed 
no crime. They hav simply labored for the benefit 
of their families. Yet the laws of the state of 
Tennessee will send them to the chain-gang. The 
circular of the National Liberty Association, which 
was headed “ The Chain-Gang for Conscience Sake,” 
concludes as follows : 

July 18th, in the year of our Lord 1892, witnessed a 
sight that revives the memories of religious persecution of 
the Dark Ages. At Paris, Tenn., four Christian men had 
been lying in jail since June 8, 1892, for the crime of 
following their common Vocations on Sunday by working 
on the farm plowing, hoeing, etc. The term of one 
having expired, the other three, after lying in jail forty- 
four days, were Monday, July 18th, marched through 
the streets in company with some colored criminals and 
put to work shoveling on the common highway. 
three were men of family, one fifty-five, another sixty-two 
years of age. 

In free America, beneath our flag, the horrible 
persecutions of savage times are repeated, and 
every one of these persecutions is justified by the 
logic of Dr. Westbrook. The same hand thatcloses 
the World’s Fair on Sunday sends the Christian to 
the chain-gang. Perhaps Dr. Westbrook does not 
understand the terrific nature of his argument, but 
such it is. Dr. Westbrook is in favor of Sunday laws, 
not on religious grounds but physiological grounds. 
Throw out religion, then, and take physiology. 
Is the tyranny any the less? According to Dr. 
Westbrook labor should be forbidden on Sunday— 
that is, for physiological reasons idleness is en- 
forced on Sunday. Suppose Dr. Westbrook makes 
his law. Law is not advice; it is compulsion. But 
the Seventh Day Adventist rests on Saturday, 
Therefore he wants to work on Sunday. But Dr. 
Westbrook says no, physiology forbids; and thus Dr. 
Westbrook robs the Adventist of fifty-two working 
days. Isn’t that tyranny? But suppose the Seventh 
Day Adventist won’t submitto the tyranny, and works 
on Sunday. What then? Under Dr. Westbrook’s 
law—physiological law, not religious—the Adventist 
is arrested, fined, imprisoned, and sent to the chain- 
gang. Is it not plain to be seen that Dr. West- 
brook is enacting the role of a despot? Do we not 
hav the same tyranny, injustice, wrong, and horror 
under “physiology ” as under “religion?” In both 
cases liberty is stabbed, rights are destroyed, con- 
science is invaded. I challenge Dr. Westbrook to 
meet this issue. It is a question of universal 
principle. Let us understand it thoroughly. I am 
opposed to tyranny of every kind—to any invasion 
of individual rights. On no grounds whatsoever 
are any laws to be made to enforce idleness on any 
day or any hour of the week. It is the unalien- 
able right of every man to work whenever he wants 
to work. SamoeL P. Pornam. 


p A 


Bound Volumes of The Truth Seeker. 


We hav a few bound volumes of THE TRUTH SEEKER for 
the year just closed (1892) which will be sent on receipt 
of $4. We also hay a few of previous years which can 
be sold for $3. Readers desirous of keeping files as re- 
ceived weekly can obtain the File Binder for $1. 
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absurdity that made its defense a favorit topic of 
the monkish controversialists, and John Wesley 
plainly tells his disciples that “to giv up witchcraft 
is to giv up the Bible.” The frankness of that ad- 
mission is rivaled only by the reply of Martin 
Luther, when Zwingli reduced the insanity of 
“transubstantiation” to mathematical evidence: 
“From a secular point of view you may be right, 
but you forget that theology has nothing to do 
with logic.” 


Gommunications. 


Sotence and Progress. 


Scheming to Avoid Taxes. 


THE MINISTERIAL ALLIANOES OF THE ENTIRE STATE OF 
WASHINGTON UNITED IN NEFARIOUS SCHEMES TO 
ROB THE PEOPLE.—THE MAGNIFICENT CHURCHES AND 
COLLEGES AND ALL THEIR SURROUNDINGS TO BE 
EXEMPT FROM ALL TAXATION. 

The following from the Post-Intelligencer of 
Sunday, January 22d, tells its own story, and is a 
more powerful appeal to every Liberal of the state 
to help sustain the Washington Secular Union in 
its work, than anything any Liberal could write: 


Repenting at Leisure. 

The official organ of the Mexican church party 
is preaching a crusade against President Diaz, and 
predicts that he will come to an evil end, unless he 
should hasten to make his peace with the clergy and 
obtain their pardon for his numerous and grievous 
acts of hostility. The president’s reply is apt to be 
a paraphrase of a remark credited to Gen. Bob 
Toombs, when his Georgia friends urged him to 
petition the government for a removal of his civil 
disabilities: “Ask their pardon? Why, God damn 
their cheek, do they know that I hav not yet begun 
to pardon them ?” 

A Linguistic Problem. 

His holiness, the pope, employs a secretary for 
the special purpose of collecting international press 
comments, relating to the affairs of the Vatican, but 
it appears that the translator is in the habit of 
modifying the offensivness of disrespectful re- 
marks, and when a French paper called the holy 
father “the Arch-enemy of Reason,” his reporters 
metamorphosed it into an “ Opponent of Rational- 
ism.” It might be worth knowing how they will 
translate Dr. McGlynn’s “Poor Old Bag of Bones.” 

Sensitiv Despots. 

A correspondent of the Volks Zeitung states 
that whenever the family of the czar review their 
troops at Ozarko Zelo, the Hebrew soldiers are 
confined to their barracks, under the pretext that 
“it would hurt the czarina’s tender feelings to see 
the enemies of Christ.” It seems much more prob- 
able that the czar himself is afraid to get his tender 
feelings hurt by a rifie-ball some of these days. 

The Alias God. 

Among the students of comparativ mythology it 
is beginning to get a pretty open secret that “Jesus 
the son of Mary,” is merely an alias of Buddha the 
son of Maya. Their biographies agree in forty- 
three points that cannot be explained away by 
sophisms about “concurrence of religious senti- 
ment”—the less so, since most of these parallels 
hav no analog in any other of the numberless re- 
ligions of the world. They cannot both hav lived 
the same life, and since Buddhism antedates Chris- 
tianity by at least five hundred years the conclusion 
seems inevitable that the “New” Testament is only 
a modification of the Buddha legend, slightly purged 
of its crass pessimism and adapted to the national 
traditions of the Hebrew nation. Of a historical 
Christ and his twelve apostles there is less positiv 
evidence than of a historical King Arthur and his 
twelve giant-slaying paladins, while the sacred script- 
ures of Buddhism agree that the Nepaulese savior 
appointed a dozen home-missionaries, one of them 
a‘‘rock of the faith,” another a bosom-friend, a 
third a traitor who tries to ruin his master and 
meets a disgraceful death. Buddhism had been 
gradually working westward since the time of Alex- 
ander the Great (who witnessed the self-cremation 
of the ascetic Calanos on the palace-square of Per- 
sepolis), and itis a suggestiv fact that some fifty 
years before the alleged appearance of Christ the 
Buddhist missionaries reached the border cities of 
Grecian Asia—a region then swarming with mer- 
chants from the coastlands of the Mediterranean. 
The “local color ” of the Christ-myth was probably 
added in the course of the two centuries intérven- 
ing between the advent of a Hebrew-Buddhist 
apostle and the publication of the synoptic gospels 
in anything like their. present form. 

Faith-Cure Privileges. 

The arguments of the Faith-Cure party practically 
amount to a plea for the privilege of suicide—a 
personal right eloquently, and even passionately, 
urged by many pagan philosophers. Pliny thought 
the lot of mortals happier than that of the gods, 
“because man has the power of ending sorrow by 
flight to the tomb;” and Cicero exhausts his elo- 
quence in lauding the voluntary death of Cato. 
“To death alone is it due,” says Seneca, “that life 
is not an intolerable burden, that, erect beneath 
the frowns of fortune, I can preserve my mind un- 
shaken and master of itself. As I choose the ship 
in which I will sail, and the house I will inhabit, so 
I will choose the death by which I will leave life.” 
The exponents of Christian Science might argue, 
with Epicurus, that “a man’s life is his most un- 
doubted possession and therefore indisputably at 
his own disposition,” but the question remains if a 
man has a similar right over the life of his wife or 
the life of his child. Unless the Faith-Cure fanatics 
propose to reéstablish the paternal absolutism of 
ancient Rome they should therefore at least avoid 
to enforce the practice of their theory upon their 

` relativs. 


A Memorable Publication. 

A Washington weekly collects a “symposium ” of 
press comments upon the Chicago Sabbath ques- 
tion, and the Smithsonian Institute ought to frame 
a copy of that journal for the benefit of the twentieth 
century. Without the evidence of numerous wit- 
nesses the chroniclers of the next centennial might 
find it difficult to credit that outrage upon common 
sense and civil rights. 

Christian Consistency. 

Orthodox writers try to question the existence of 
the Therapeute (a monkish sect of ancient Egypt) 
on the ground that the treatis De Vita Contem- 
plativa may hav been falsely ascribed to the author- 
ship of Philo, and that the strange ascetic habits of 
those “Christians before Christ ” are not mentioned 
by any other classic historian—as if the chroniclers 
of the Roman empire could hav found time to 
record the customs,of every one of the wretched 
little subdivisions of Buddhism wriggling in the 
superstition-crazed East like maggots in a stale 
cheese. Yet those same critics pretend to reconcile 
their faith in the “New Testament” with the fact 
that not one of the numerous circumstantial and 
keenly observant classic writers of the first century 
mentions the stupendous prodigies said to hay oc- 
curred in a Roman province: The descent of an angel 
swarm, the birth of a virgin-child, the murder of 
countless infants, voices from the sky, and the 
appearance of a God, who cures the lame, the 
blind, and even the dead, and finally returns visibly 
to heaven. 


TO FREE OHUROHES FROM TAXES.—PETITION FOR CHANGE 
OF LAW.—MINISTERIAL ALLIANCE TO AOT. 

Rey. Dr. W. P. George, president of the Seattle 
Ministerial Alliance, has issued the following call: 

“The ministers of religion of every denomination are 
invited to meet at the First Methodist Episcopal church, 
corner Third and Marion streets, on Monday afternoon 
next at 2:50 o’clock, to consult with deputations from 
Tacoma and neighboring cities, to take measures looking 
to the relief of church property from taxation. 

‘s All persons interested in this matter, both ministers 
and laymen, are earnestly invited to attend. .. 

“W. P. Gzoresz, Pres. Seattle Ministerial Alliance.” 

The petition now being circulated in this and other 
communities is as follows: 

“To the Honorable the Members of the Senate and 
House of Representativs of the legislature of the 
niste of Washington in legislativy session now assem- 

e 

“Honored and Honorable Sirs: 

‘*Wuereas, Subdivision 2 of Section 1,022 of the code ` 
of general laws of the state of Washington says that, 
‘All lands used exclusivly for public burying-grounds 
or cemeteries, all church property used exclusivly for 
public worship, shall be exempt from taxation, to an 
amount not exceeding $5,000;’ and 

‘“Wumress, We believe that to tax church edifices, 
parsonages, and institutions of learning, their necessary 
grounds and appurtenances, at all, is prejudicial to the . 
interests of society and state for the following reasons: 

‘* First: The aforesaid institutions are a gift from 
those who desire to benefit the public; are not estab- 
lished nor maintained with a view to private or corporate 
gain, and if taxed are liable to be sold and diverted to 
other uses. 

“Second : By putting the gift in jeopardy we discour- 
age liberal-minded representativs of our various 
churches from bestowing their benefactions on many, or 
any of our institutions in the great state of Washington,. 
and they will build no magnificent churches nor col- 
leges in a state that compels them to pay annually a tax 
on their gift to the peuple. 

“Third: From the fact that but one other state in the 
Union taxes the church edifices, the impression produced - 
on the minds of religious people in other states is unfa- 
vorable to our new and growing state. 

‘Fourth: Ifthe present law remains in force no de- 
nomination can build and maintain church edifices or 
college buildings that will be creditable to them without 


A Misnomer, 

A religious periodical quotes the instance of the 
“manful Tyrolese,” as a nation that has not de- 
teriorated under the influence of Christian institu- 
tions. But is it true that the nativs of the Tyrol 
highlands are “Christians” in anything but the 
name? They are passionate hunters. Their thrift 
rivals that of the Scotch peasants, and, so far from 
; encouraging reliance on prayer, they hav eliminated 
tramps and plant bann-waelder (barrier-forests) 
to checkmate ‘the Lord’s penchant for punishing 
their worldliness by means of avalanches. They 
positivly decline to “hate their father, mother, sis- | becoming a secular rather than a’ religious corporation 
ter, and brother” for Christ’s sake, but are very | and going into business for revenue.” 
apt to hate their enemies, so much so, indeed, that wit ae the andarrignod oinean ot the state of 

+s . ashington, and residents of ———— county, being over 
between 1807 and 1812 their insurgents killed some twenty-one years of age, do pray that Subdivision 2 of 
‘twenty thousand Frenchmen and sixty-five hundred | Section 1,022, be amended go as to read as follows, to wit: 
Bavarians. “ ©All lands used exclusivly for public burying-grounds 
or cemeteries; all church properiy used exclusivly for 
public worship ; parsonages belonging to any religious 
organization, when used exclusivly as the residence of 
the minister or priest in charge of said religious organiza- 
tion, and institutions of learning; with the necessary 
grounds, furniture, libraries, and equipments for the 
said churches, parsonages, and institutions of learning.’” 


Secular Prophets. 

Science works more miracles in a year than faith 
in a century, and secular authors would seem to hay 
beaten “inspired” writers even at their own game: 
the art of prophecy. “ A time will come,” said Seneca 
(fourteen centuries before Columbus), “ when old 
ocean will relax his fetters and revéal the exist- 
ence of a vast new continent.” «Nee erit terris, 
Ultima Thule,” he adds, asif he had even foreseen that 
the New World would be discovered in the far West. 
In 1765 Fedor Wernihora, a peasant of the Ukraine, 
predicted the fate of Poland with all the details of 
the successiv divisions and insurrections; and 
about the same time the Freethinker Rousseau re- 
corded a still more remarkable augury: “Jai un 
presentiment que la Corse va dproduire un homme 
qui etonnera le monde—“I hav a presentiment that 
Corsica is about to produce a man who will aston- 
ish the world.” F. L. Oswatp. 


The Washington Secular Union instantly pre- 
pared and commenced distributing throughout the 
entire state copies of the following counter-petition, 
for signatures : 


To the Honorable the Members of the Senate and 
House of Representativs of the legislature of the state 
of Washington, in legislativ session now assembled. 

Honored and Honorable Sirs: 

WHEREAS, our present revenue law, entitled : ‘‘An act 
to provide for the assessment and collection of taxes in 
the state of Washington, enacted at the legislativ session 
of 1891, in Section 5 of said act (being Section 1,022 of 
the Code of General Laws of the state of Washington) 
makes special exemption from taxation of church property 
and church institutions, to wit: Subdivision 2 reads: 
** All church property used exclusivly for public worship 
to an amount not exceeding five thousand ($5,000.00) 
dollars.” 

And in Subdivision 7 of said section : ‘‘ Hospitals for 
the care of the sick, whether supported in whole or in 
part by charity, orphanage and orphan asylums, institu- 
tions for the reformation of fallen women, and homes for . 
the aged and infirm.” And ; 

WuHereas, We believe all such exemptions from 
taxation of church property and church institutions are 
in violation of justice and equal rights, for the following 
reasons : 

First: Because all such exemptions from taxation are 
in direct violation alike of the letter and spirit of the 
constitution of our state, which provides: _ 

“ Art. I, Sec. 11.—No public money or property shall 
be appropriated for or applied to any religious worship, 
exercise, or instruction, or the support of any religious 
establishment.” ; 

Second: Churches are corporations other than munic- 
ipal. Each church consists of a ‘‘class of citizens” ` 
says J. M. Robertson, ‘no trace that the Protestant | leagued together on account of belief or adherence to 
clergy of Scotland ever raised a voice against the slavery certain religious dogmas. l es ae 
which grew up before their eyes. And-it was not until | Our constitution declares: Art. I, See, 12: “No, 
1799, after republican and irreligious France had set the | law shall be passed granting to any citizen, class of 
example, that it was legaily abolished.”—Bradlaugh, citizens, or corporation—other than municipal—privileges 


Christianity and Slavery. 


The men who advocated liberty were imprisoned, 
racked, and burnt, so long as the church was strong 
enough to be merciless. The Rev. Francis Minton, 
rector of Middlewich, in his recent volume on the strug- 
gles of labor, admits that ‘‘a few centuries ago slavery 
was acknowledged throughout Christendom to hav the 
divine sanction. ` . . Neither the exact cause nor the 
precise time of the decline of the belief in the righteous- 
ness of slavery can be defined. It was, doubtless, due to 
a combination of causes, one probably being as indirect 
as the recognition of the greater economy of free labor. 
With the decline of the belief, the abolition of slavery 
took place.” The institution of slavery was actually 
existent in Christian Scotland in the seventeenth century, 
where the white coal-workers and salt-workers of East 
Lothian were chattels, as were their negro brethren in 
the Southern states thirty years since, and ‘‘went to 
those who succeeded to the property of the works, and 
they could be sold, bartered, or pawned.”? There is, 


Candid John. 
The witchcraft delusion implies a quintessence of 
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and immunities which upon the same terms shall not 
equally belong to all citizens or corporations.” 

Third: The aforesaid institutions are not gifts to the 
public for public use. Owners of church buildings, or 
these in control of them, will not permit them to be used 
for public purposes; on the contrary, they will not 
permit priest or minister of a rival denomination— 
although believing in the same God, the same savior, 
and the same Bible—to officiate in their church. 

Fourth: Churches and all church institutions are 
managed in the interests of the denomination to which 
they belong. 

Every church exists for itself, for the gratification of 
its own members. Self-aggrandizemeni is the governing 
‘ambition of every church. The main desire is to obtain 
the largest amount of dollars so they can hire better 
musicians, more talented vocalists, and a more popular 
and eloquent pulpit declaimer, and thus draw larger at- 
tendance, and win more wealthy people as members 
than their rival churches. 

Fifth: People who are attendants or members of 
churches are no kinder, more moral, or more trust- 
worthy than those who are not. 

Examination of prison statistics reveals the utter falsity 
of the claim that churches are of great benefit to the 
community, restraining from vice and inculcating moral- 
ity, for the great majority of the prisoners in our peni- 
tentiaries are avowed believers in Christianity, are at- 
tached to some denomination, and claim to hav been 
regular attendants at church and Sunday-schools in their 

outh. ` . 
7 Content, virtue, peace, industry, happiness, do not 
abound in proportion to the number of churches. 

- In what city did the erection of a ‘‘magnificent church 
or sectarian college ° ever result in decrease of the police 
force, or render needless the jail, or make marked de- 
crease in poverty and crime? 

Sixth: Sectarian hospitals, schools, and so-called 
charitable institutions are run solely in the interest of 
the sect or denomination controling them. They are 
run for what money there is in them, the same as a 
butcher shop or any other business. ' 

Even in those rare cases where no pay is demanded it 
is still a matter of pecuniary advantage, for it proves 
cheaper thus to gain converts tn their faith than to hire 
evangelists and hold revival meetings to swell their num- 
bers. ae 

It is manifestly unjust that the state should charge 
upon the whole people the support—even partial—or 
compel anyone to contribute one cent to any institution 
restricted in any measure to private or sectarian uses. 

Therefore, we, the undersigned citizens of the state of 
Washington and residents of ——— county, being over 
twenty-one years of age, do pray that Subdivision 2 of 
Section 1,022 of the code of general laws of the state of 
Washington be amended by striking out the words, ‘‘ All 
church property used exclusivly for public worship to an 
amount not dear at five thousand (5,000) dollars.” 

And that from Subdivision 7 of said section be stricken 
out the words: ‘‘Hospitals for the care of. the sick, 
whether supported in whole or in part by charity, orphan- 
age and orphan asylums, institutions for the reformation 
of fallen women, and homes for the aged and infirm.” 


Appeal to the genuin Liberals for means or help 
to carry on any real practical work that was needed 
to advance the cause has never been made in vain. 

` Times are hard, work and money scarce. ‘These 
be the times that try men’s souls.” From the 
. selfish and the apathetic, any more than from the 
loud-mouthed Bible-kicker falsely claiming to be 
Liberal, we ask nothing. ~ 
But to the true Liberals of Washington who hay 
not yet joined the Union or aided in its constant 
arduous work, to you we appeal to join our forces 
so that you can rejoice with us in the grand victory. 
Ye who dare to giv utterance to your honest 
convictions. Ye who are ever willing to stand up 
and be counted on the side of justice, truth, and 
humanity. Ye who dare to investigate and court 
investigation, whose lives giv evidence of the 
ennobling influence of the truths and principles of 
Liberalism. Ye who do good deeds, scorning musty 
church creeds, who earnestly desire to help shed 
abroad the light that is enabling honest men and 
women, tossed on life’s tempestuous sea, to avoid 
` the rocks and quicksands of superstition, and anchor 
in the harbor of truth. Ye who do right from love 
of honesty. Ye who would rather wear the rags of 
honesty than strut in the gaudy robes of hypoc- 
risy—to the genuin Liberals, to you, true saviors 
of men, we appeal for help and means in this 
emergency. , W7 
If you hav not received copies of the petition, 
write at once to O. B. Reynolds, secretary of the 
Washington Seculer Union, 420 North L street, 
Tacoma, Wash. Send name and post-office address 
—and if not already a member inclose $1 and re- 
quest to be enrolled as a member of the Washington 
Secular Union; the $1 pays six months’ dues in ad- 
vance. If you cannot do this write anyway, and 
you will receive copies of the petition, and if desired 
properly addressed envelopes to your senator and 
representativ at Olympia. ; 
“Meantime cut out the petition from this paper, 
paste it on a sheet of writing-paper, and proceed 
at cnce to obtain signatures, and use every persua- 
sion to induce all to sign, to write personal letters 
to their representativs and state senators at Olympia 
urging them to work and yoe r the npe of all 
ing church property from taxation. 
ee ampang B o. B. REYNOLDS, 
Sec. Washington Secular Union. 
Tacoma, Wash. 


& Inspired” Song. 
DEDICATED TO THE SALVATION ARMY. 


Open the gates of the World’s great Fair 
On Sunday like other days; 

Where Liberty reigns the gods don’t care 
Who works, or sleeps, or prays. 


CHORUS. 
Open the gates, open the gates, 
The pagan gods sleep well; 
Open the gates, open the gates, 
While the colonel rings the bell. 


Open the gates of the World’s great Fair 
On the Sabbath like all the rest; 
Let the eager crowd go fast or slow 
On the days they like the best. 
CHORUS, 
Let the clergy and Congress heed the law 
That governs the Jackson park; 
Let the Constitution bring them to tow 
And make Christians toe the mark. 
CHORUS. 
Giv back the money to Uncle Sam 
That Congress gave as a bribe 
To shut the gate with a pious slam 
On Sunday to please God’s tribe. 


The bloodiest day in all the week 
Is the Christian day of rest, 

Set apart by Constantine the meek 
For priests to feather their nest. 


CHORUS. 


CHORUS. 
Open the gates for the rich and poor. 
Let’s see what man has wrought 
With cunning hand from wood and ore— 
The outcome of Freethought. 
CHORUS. 
Open the gates of the World’s great Fair 
On Sunday for men of brains; 
Compare them with the grim nightmare 
While the clergy holds the reins. 
CHORUS. 
Open the gates of the World’s great Fair 
On Sunday for ‘‘ Japs ” and ** Laps.” 
Let all put on their Sunday wear, 
‘ From the pope to the Russian ‘‘ paps.” 
i CHORUS. 
Open the gates of the World’s great Fair 
On Sunday for work or feast; 
Let God’s elect take special care 
Of heathens from the East, 
CHORUS. 
Open the gates of the World’s great Fair 
On Sunday, stop the dram, 
Remove the bait from the pulpit snare, 
And see whom God will damn. 


CHORUS. 


Open the gates of the World’s great Fair 
On Sunday for science’ sake ; 
Let the gods of Olympus get ona ‘‘tare”’ 
With Eden’s sober snake, 
CHORUS. 
Open the gates of the World’s great Show 
On Sunday for devils from hell; 
Let the Salvation Army of Illinois 
Shout and blow and swell. 
> CHORUS. 
Open the gates of the World’s great Show 
On Sunday for change and air, 
And let our pions Congress know 
This is no Christian Fair. 


CHorus No. 2. 
Open the gates, open the gates, 
The gods are all asleep; 
Open the gates, open the gates, 
Let the people take a peep. 


Open the gates of the World’s great Fair 
On Sunday. For every book 
From Moses down to great Voltaire 
Let saints and sinners look, 
CHORUS. 
Open the gates of the World’s great Fair 
On Sunday. Let Heston in, 
And Ella E. Gibson’s Bible rare 
That points out pious sin. 
OHORUS. 
Open the gates of the World’s great Fair 
On Sunday for Annie Besant; 
Let the Goodyear Co. hold family prayer 
By the India-rubber plant. 
CHORUS, 
Open the gates of the World’s great Fair 
On Sunday for Talmage to fight 
The colonel whose wit kills inspired bear 
And saves the children of night. 


R. M. TENE. 


a 


Shall Such Things Continue? 


I hav just returned from our state prison at 
Joliet. I went to visit the last and most outrageous 
in many of its details of the Comstock persecu- 
tions. 

George Wilson, sent up for two years, is a bright 
young man, an Agnostic, full of enthusiasm and 
push. Several years ago he started a Liberal book- 
store on a small scale, and by close attention to 
business he gradually increased his stock of goods, 
at length becoming a publisher of some importance. 
His place was quite conspicuous as “The Only 
Agnostic Publishing House in Chicago.” Prominent 
among his publications were the works of Paine, 
Ingersoll, Besant, and other noted Liberal writers. 
Success seemed to crown his efforts and prosperity 
smiled upon him. Butalack! no one is safe from 
the clutches of the hyena Comstock and his saintly 
crew except Christian bigots and cowardly Liberals 
who will bend to him the servil knee, who dare 
not defend citizens’ rights to send through the 
people’s highway, the post-office, whatever they 
may please to write or print without being “held 
up” by these assassins, dubbing themselvs the anti- 
vice society, and subjected to indignities that no 
common highwayman would ever inflict upon his 
victim. McAfee, Comstock’s lieutenant, by the 
means of a decoy letter, obtained the catalog or 
printed list of the books Wilson kept on sale, and 
upon the mailing of this list alone was he indicted, 
no books having been sent. 

Two of the books condemned are listed in our 
public library, and if any one of these “ protectors 
of the public purity” should, under any assumed 
name, write to the innocent librarian for a list of 
books there kept, and if he should send one, he 
could be imprisoned five years and fined one 
thousand dollars. Beautiful law, isn’t it? The 
other two are on sale at all of our prominent book- 
stores. The one most referred to in the trial is a 
trashy French novel, but compared with some of 
the classics, such as the “Decameron ” of Boccaccio, 
the holy Bible, snd many others, “i3 as pure as 


ice.” 


A MISSIONARY DEPARTING FROM CHINA. 
From a recent cartoon in the Pekin Illustrated Weekly, 
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the chairman of said committee. No copy of the 
resolution was kept, but the substance of it was 
that the Oregon State Secular Union indorse Mr. 
Putnam’s work, appoints him its representativ 
before the World’s Fair committee, and asks said 
committee to giv him a hearing. A letter from 
Hon. C. Beal, the father of Liberalism in 
Oregon and the ex-president of the Oregon State 
Secular Union, was read by President Schroeder. 
The convention adjourned to meet the following 
day at 10 am, at which time the president 
promptly called the convention to order. 

A report of the committee on order of business 
was adopted, reports of officers called for, report 
of president adopted, and reports of Secretary D. 
C. Stewart, Forest Grove, and Treasurer Reuben 
Wright, Molalla, referred for examination to the 
committee consisting of Messrs. Hyland and Beaty 
and Katie Kehm Smith. The committee on order 
of business, etc., recommended that the Oregon 
State Secular Union be incorporated. The great- 
est interest was. manifested in this recommendation, 
and on motion to adopt discussion followed as to 
the advisability of such a step. Several wished to 
know what benefits, if any, would be derived 
thereby. Judge Smith, being called upon, ex- 
plained the benefits. He was followed by Messrs. 
Charlesworth, Hyland, Reynolds, and others, who 
strongly favored incorporation. The substance of 
the arguments in favor of incorporation was: It 
gave the Union a legal existence, made it some- 
thing tangible; everything it did was under au- 
thority of law and had the law to sustain it. It 
was especially important in order that the Union 
could own and receive bequests; as a legal body it 
could appoint lecturers and with great propriety 
ask the legislature to giv these lecturers every 
privilege now accorded preachers. Its lecturers. 
being regularly commissioned by an incorporated 
body, could go before the Liberals of the state 


which in turn were surrounded by the external 
world of sights, sounds, pressures, tastes, etc., the 
influences of all of which were conveyed to the 
embryo and entered into its formation. - 

So that the embryo was under the control of its 
environment from the moment of its conception. 
And if you choose to go back further, the elements 
which preceded it were under like control. After 
.the youngster is born the first thing it does is to 
squawk. That is the way we express it, but in 
reality it is the motion of the air (a force in the 
environment) that acting on the lungs stimulates 
tbem. drives air through the windpipe and squawks 
it, just as a boy blows through a whistle and 
whistles it. The first mental act performed by the 
infant is suction. It is as mechanical as a squawk, 
but is morecomplicated. The contact of the nipple 
with the lips produces a nervous current to the 
medulla oblongata, from whence a return current 
is sent back to the muscles in the lips causing their 
contraction. . This is reflex action, the lowest form 
of mentality. The further and higher forms con- 
stituting thought I think I hav thoroughly proved 
are equally mechanical and equally the product of 
the environal energies. Hence I call the brain— 
and all the rest of the body for that matter—the 
organ of the environment. There is a common idea 
that there is a mind having an existence of its own 
and that the brain is an organ used and driven by 
this mind. I¢ is this idea that I try to refute. An 
epigram may be entirely true, and yet need some 
explanation. If aman has a clock destitute of a 
mainspring he can substitute the pressure of his 
fingers on the machinery and can run the clock 
thus as long as his patience endures. But if there 
is a spring in it, all he has to do is to wind it up 
and go about his business. We then say the spring 
runs the clock. And soif a man gets up this morn- 
ing and goes about the performance of something 
he resolved on three weeks ago, it looks as if his 


Now, why was George Wilson selected out of the 
four hundred booksellers of our city and railroaded 
through to Joliet, tried, convicted, sentenced, and 
incarcerated within prison walls in less than forty- 
eight hours? Anyone. with a grain of perception 
can see at once. Simply because he was publishing 
and selling literature that antagonized the church, 
and hence these human vultures, servants of the 
church and anti-vice society, must serve these 
masters by destroying as far as possible any and 
all who dare to oppose them. 

Judge Bunn, before whom he was tried—as great 
a bigot as ever disgraced the judicial bench— 
showed such feeling and made such rulings as 
would do honor to the memory of Judge Taney of 
Dred Scott decision notoriety. During the trial, 
when a witness was put upon the stand with book 
in hand and bill therefor just dated, who testified 
he had purchased the same at the store of Jansen 
& McClurg, the judge simply replied, “They are 
not on trial and I am loth to believe they deal in 
such literature.” ` 

I hav been holding down my indignation at the 
request of friends who believed that they could, by 
bringing the case before Judge Gresham, get from 
him a cipias granted on the ground that the send- 
ing of the catalog could not be called sending 
obscene literature, “too vulgar, obscene, and 
indecent to be mentioned,” as charged in the 
indictment. Gresham admitted the fact, but 
would not act, advising them to take the case to 
Washington, for the reason that if a capias was 
granted in this case, others would be demanded. 
Too bad! I am, however, more ashamed of the 
people who bear and wink at such villainous perse- 
cution than of the politicians who wear ermin. 
And especially am I ashamed of professed Liberals 
who either are so ignorant as not to perceive that 
this is the club with which the church intends to 
beat out the brains of the Liberal movement, by 


destroying the business, usefulness, even the lives, 
of those whom they cannot cower into servil 


silence, or are so weak as not to dare defend the 


rights upon which all our liberties depend, i. e., 
the right of free speech and a free press. 

Think of intelligent men and women sitting 
silently submitting to hav a set of Christian bigots 
and conscienceless politicians decide what they 
may write to a friend even, and opening their 


letters in transit to ascertain what they hav written, 


as is being done, what books they may pat upon 
the market, what pictures they may hav in their 
homes. Oh, the shame of it, that we are such a 
race of slaves ! 

What can we do? Agitate the subject. Many 
citizeng do not know of these infamous proceedings. 
Awaken a public sentiment against it. Write what 
we please and print it, and send it through the 
mails to whom we will at any and all costs. Do 
this till every intelligent, honest, liberty-loving man 
and woman is in prison, if it come to that. Better 
a thousandfold hav a free mind and wear the con- 
vict’s stripes, than to bea slave outside, cringing 
before such corrupt laws and conscienceless de- 
cisions. Demand in thunder tones the repeal of 
all laws such as these, that, if continued, will soon 
destroy all the liberty that was once our country’s 
boast. Cease to regard law as superior to 
individual rights, a fetich to be worshiped, and see 
to it that all laws are made to serve humanity by 
protecting instead of restricting individual liberty. 

Chicago. Jurit H. Severance, M.D. 


> 


Mr. Alexander Enlightens Mr. Leubuscher. 


The question whether or not the brain is the 
organ of the mind demands first a definition. 
People very often controvert each other when 
they are really in agreement, because they attach 
different meanings to the terms they use. A wind- 
mill such as they use in Holland, adapted to be 
driven by the wind, may be called the organ of the 
wind. Out West a fanning-mill which is used to 
produce wind is also called a wind-mill. But the 
latter cannot be called an organ of the wind in the 
sense the former is. What I mean by the epigram- 
matic proposition on page 646 is that the brain is 
not an organ driven dy the mind but an organ 
driven by the environment for the purpose or 
rather with the effect of producing mind. 

The brain does not constitute mind, but its 
motions do. 

This is expanded on page 1001, where it is af- 
firmed that the mind ceases the moment the brain 
comes to an absolute rest. 

Also see page 936. The new-born infant is ab- 
solutely destitute of ideas, perceptions, and sensa- 
tions, consequently it has no mind, but it is a 
delicately adjusted machine which has been built 
up by its antenatal environment—the uterus of the 
mother, and her vascular and nervousorganization, 


mind were operating him, and we are apt to lose 
sight of the energies that hav wound him up, that 


is, given rise to the motion called the mind. 
A portion of the brain 7s used by the mind after 
it is forred in another portion, as I hav pointed 


out on pages 982, 983, and 987, but as the mind 


itself does not exist till formed through the brain, 
it only uses a small part of the brain—as a cant- 
hook turns óver a log—that is, merely as an inter- 
mediate instrument. 

The Dynamic theory is purely mechanical. The 
causes are‘all mechanical—the energy of moving 
matter. When the theory is tried by the law of 
the conservation of energy it will be found to ac- 
count for everything. Whenever we retreat into 
the fog and mysticism of metaphysics it means 
merely that some form of energy we are in pursuit 
of has become so delicate and refined as to elude 
our observation, as latent heat used to get away 
from the old philosophers, and as consciousness gets 
away from the modern ones (see chapter on Con- 
sciousness). James B. ALEXANDER. 


Report of the Fourth Annual Convention of 


Oregon State Secular Union. 


Wednesday, January 11th, at 10 a.m. the Oregon 
State Secular Union convened at the Salem Opera 
House, President J. Henry Schroeder in the chair, 
and adjourned to meet at 2 p.m. 

Upon reassembling President Schroeder ad- 
dressed the convention. At the close of the address 
he called on Katie Kehm Smith to [deliver the 
opening address. Mrs. Smith responded briefly. 
J. R. Charlesworth, secretary of the Freethought 
Federation of America, followed with general re- 
marks on the cause of Freethought. C. B. 
Reynolds, secretary of the Washington State Sec- 
ular Union, reviewed some of the work done by the 
Union and made pertinent suggestions on organiza- 
tion. 

On motion C. B. Reynolds, of Tacoma; Judge D. 
W. Smith, of Oregon City, and J. W. Beaty, of 
Chemawa, were appointed by the president a com- 
mittee on order of business and recommendations 
for the good of the organization. On motion the 
president was added to this committee. Short 
speeches were made by Messrs. Reynolds, Charles- 
worth, Hyland, Smith, and others. Committee 
on resolutions: Katie Kehm Smith, C. B. Rey- 
nolds, and J. R. Charlesworth. 

Mr. Charlesworth announced to the convention 
receipt of letters from S. P. Putnam, president of 
the Freethought Federation of America, who was 
then in Washington, D. C., in the interest of the 
repeal of the World’s Fair Sunday-closing clause, 
and stated further that Mr. Putnam was meeting 
with difficulties in his efforts to obtain a hearing 
before Congress in a committee, whereupon on 
motion a resolution was unanimously adopted, 
copies of which were sent to Mr. Putnam and to 


with a guarantee of their fitness, could hold its 
officers to more strict accountability, and various 
other cogent reasons were advanced. The motion 
to adopt being put was unanimously carried. On 
motion the president appointed Messrs. Smith, 
Sears, and Charlesworth as a committee to draft 
and report articles of incorporation. To this 
committee Messrs. Forstner and Reynolds were 
added, the same committee to draft by-laws. They 
adjourned to 2 p.m., when the convention was ad- 
dressed by J. R. Charlesworth on “The Philosophy 
of Freethought.” 

At the evening session Elder W. W. Sharp, of the 
Adventist church, delivered an address on “The 
Evils of Sunday Legislation,” which was followed by 
a short address by J. R. Charlesworth. The busi- 
ness meeting was held after this address, when the: 
committee on resolutions submitted its report and 
the following resolutions were adopted: 


Wuerezas, The legislativy assembly of the state of 
Oregon having passed a resolution favoring the opening 
of the World’s Fair on Sunday, and 

Wueress, We, the members of the Oregon State Secu- 
lar Union, believing that the Sunday opening of the 
Fair will tend to increase morality, to better the educa- 
tional interests of the whole country, and assist in the 
better success and prosperity of the Fair, therefore be it 

Resolved, That we, the said members of the Oregon 
State Secular Union, in convention assembled, do hereby 
approve of and indorse the action aforesaid of the Oregon 
state legislature, and the secretary shall notify them to 
that effect. 

Resolved, That the Oregon State Secular Union 
heartily favors and recommends the holding of an inter- 
national convention of Freethinkers at Chicago, IIL, dur- 
ing the World’s Fair. 

Resolved, That we demand the amendment of the mar- 
riage law of the state of Oregon so that it shall authorize 
any Liberal lecturer commissioned by the Oregon State 
Secular Union as such to solemnize marriages as priests 
and preachers are now by law authorized to do. 

Resolved, That we demand the abrogation of all laws 
exempting church property from taxation, and we re-. 
spectfully urge the state legislature to take immediate 
action and repeal all such laws whereby church property 
is exempt from taxation. 


Convention adjourned. 

January 13th, the convention was called to order 
at 10 a.m. The committee on articles of incorpora- 
tion reported the following, which were adopted, 
one article at a time: 


Know all men by these presents, That we, J. Hen: 
Schroeder, president; D. C. Stewart, secretary; B. F. 
Hyland and J. K. Sears, vice-presidents, of the Oregon 
State Secular Union, do hereby make, sign, and execute 
the following articles of incorporation of the Oregon 
State Secular Union for the uses and purposes hereinafter 
set forth: 

Art. I. The name assumed by this corporation and by 
which it shall be known is the Oregon State Secular 
Union, and its duration shall be unlimited. 

Art. II. The object, business, and pursuit of said cor- 
poration is: 1. The repeal of all laws that exempt church 
property from taxation; that force the observance of 
Sunday as the Sabbath; that appropriate public funds for 
sectarian institutions; that tolerate any religious exer- 
cises, readings, display, or prayer in any public school, 
body, or institution maintained wholly or in part at 
public expense, and generally, to accomplish the total 
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separation of church and state and effect the complete 
secularization of government—local, state, and national. 

2. To charter, organize, and assist auxiliary Secular 
unions aud Secular science schools throughout the state 
and appoint and commission lecturers. 

3. To prescribe, adopt, publish, sell, and distribute 
books, pamphlets, leaflets, and papers advocating its 
objects and principles. 

4. To protect, by every lawful means, any member 
whose equal religious or civil rights are infringed. 

_ 5. Generally, to do and encourage every act, proceed- 
ing, and thing necessary or conduciy to the attainment 
of its objects. 

Art. ILI. The estimated value of property and money 
possessed by said Oregon State Secular Union at the 
time of making these articles of incorporation is $250, 
and the sources of revenue and income of said corpora- 
tion are membership fees, charter fees, dues, donations, 
contributions, gifts, legacies, bequests, and devises. 

Art. IV. The titles of the officers making these articles 


of incorporation are president, secretary, and vice-. 


presidents, and the mode and the times of the election 
of their successors in office are as follows, viz.: nally, 
as the by-laws of the society may prescribe, 

Art. V. The location of said Oregon State Secular 
Union shall be at Salem in Marion county, state of 
Oregon, but sessions may be convened and held any- 
where in the state under regulations which the by-laws 
may prescribe. 


Committee on by-laws reported by-laws, which 
after discussion and amendments were adopted. 

The officers consist of president, four vice- 
presidents, secretary, and treasurer, and these 
constitute the only standing committee, which is 
_ the executiv committee. Any person in sympathy 
with the objects may become a member; dues 
were placed at $2 per annum, payable semi- 
annually in advance, for gentlemen members; 
optional with ladies to pay any dues; annual 
sessions at time and place appointed by executiv 
committee; meeting must be advertised three weeks 
in three Liberal papers prior to meeting; all 
' persons entitled to vote at annual convention must 
hav been members of Oregon State Secular 
Union three months prior to such convention. 
` Adjourned to meet at 2 r.m., when Katie Kehm 
Smith addressed the Union and friends on “ Woman 
and the Church.” After address, auditing com- 
mittee reported that the reports of secretary and 
treasurer had been examined and found correct, 
whereupon the report was adopted. A motion to 
proceed to the election of officers was carried. 
Messrs. Swaysgood and J. B. Quinn, both of Salem, 
were appointed tellers. The election resulted as 
follows: W. W. Jesse, Barlow, president ; J. Henry 
Schroeder, Arago, first vice-president; B. F. Hyland, 
Corvallis, second vice-president; D. W. Smith, 
Oregon City, third vice-president; J. K. Sears, 
McCoy, fourth vice-president; Katie Kehm Smith, 
Oregon City, secretary; D. C. Stewart, Forest 
Grove, treasurer. Adjourned. 

The evening session was addressed by C. B. 
Reynolds on “The Nine Demands of Liberalism.” 
. Business meeting after address. A system of 
registering membership was adopted, consisting of 
a printed page showing names of officers, objects, 
and that portion of the by-laws pertaining to 
membership and dues, with blanks for name of 
person wishing to become a member, to subscribe 
to the objects. Every person wishing to become a 
member is requirei to sign one of these blanks and 
file it with the secretary, accompanied by dues. 
Katie Kehm Smith, having made application, was 
commissioned a lecturer, under the auspices of the 
Oregon State Secular Union. A vote of thanks 
was extended to Messrs. Charlesworth, Schroeder, 
Smith, Stewart, Reynolds, and K. Kehm Smith for 
services rendered the convention. Convention ad- 
journed. 


TREASURER’S REPORT. 
Oregon State Secular Union. 
1891. 


Oct. 14. ‘Cash on hand............. 
Dec. 16. Paid Sarah C. Todd.... 


1892. 
Receipts. 
Mar. 30. From John Price...... ; 
June 2. ‘* Sarah ©. Todd.. 
Disbursements 
June 7. Paid Sarah C. Todd.... $9 25 
Dec. 31. Balance... 75 


$10 00 $10 00 
Ruvsen Wrrasr, Treasurer O.S.S. U. 
Money received on account of Oregon State Secular 
Union by D. C. Stewart, secretary. 
By contribution : 
E. Stewart, Daville, Grant Co.... 
John Diamond, Coburg............- 
Dr. A. K. Olds, McMinnviile.... 5 


S. H. Hazard, Empire City......... 5 00 
T., G. Todd, Forest Grove......... 10 00 
M. Bisbee, e EET esans iet 5 00 
H. Buxton, ‘‘ OO Fiaetcotaiss 5 00 
J. A. Abbott, ‘‘ ee 1 00 
John Pricket, ‘‘ sf 1 00 
T, M. Hines, (23 és 2 00 
W. W. West, Scappoose. 10 00 
B. F. Hyland, Corvallis. 5 00 
W. H. Schroeder, Arago.. 2 50 
“Lee Laughlin, North Yamh 5 00 

Total receipts...........0..e $82 50 


Amount paid out at convention: 
o 


J. R. Charlesworth.............0.06 $32 50 
Bills printed.....:. T 2 50 
Postage........... 3 3 80 
©. B. Reynolds...................200+ . 31 00 
Membership fee of B. F. Hyland 2 00 
he “& se J, K. Sears... 2 00 
Total expended............... $73 80 


Balance subscription fund in treasury...... 
Membership dues paid at convention....... 


Balance now in treasury................ 


NOTES AND COMMENTS. 

I hav never seen a more earnest congregation of 
Liberal men and women than that assembled at the 
Salem Opera House. Everyone seemed to realize 
that something must be done, or the response so 
often met with, “It’s no use paying our money and 
getting nothing in return,” would become universal. 

Liberals of Oregon, carefully read the report of 
the financial condition of the Oregon State Secular 
Union. What will you do to better that condition? 
Had it not been for the untiring efforts of the 
president and secretary, it would hav been almost 
impossible to meet expenses of the convention. 
The thanks of every Oregon Liberal are due to J. 
Henry Schroeder and D. C. Stewart. 

John R. Charlesworth made a splendid impres- 
sion on the members of the Oregon State Secular 
Union. He is an enthusiastic worker; well posted, 
and is, and will be, a power for good in the Liberal 
cause. 

Mr. B. Forstner and his estimable wife, Louise 
Forstner, tendered the use of their parlors to the 
committees and extended the hospitality of their 
home to visiting members of the Union. The en- 
tertainment of these generous friends will long be 
remembered. 

It is our opinion that ©. B. Reynolds is doing 
grand work for the cause in Washington. Heisa 
splendid example of what can be done for Liberal- 
ism, when meetings are held at regular times and 
places. 

The executiv committee of the Oregon State 
Secular Union havauthorized the printing of letter- 
heads, in tablets of one hundred sheets each, show- 
ing names of officers, objects, and digest of 
by-laws; the same to be sold to members wishing 
them at $1 per tablet, the purchaser’s business 
card to be printed thereon if he wishes it. 

Those of our members who are not acquainted 
with our new president may be interested to know 
that he is a successful merchant of Barlow; is one 
of those brave Liberals, ever ready to champion 
his principles; whose integrity is so well known 
that Christians themselvs render the verdict, “ His 
word is better than gold.” He has a beautiful 
home at Barlow; his noble wife, the mother of 
seven fine Liberals, is “Mamma Jesse ” to hundreds 
of friends who hav enjoyed the hospitality of her 
home. Such a father, such a mother, and such a 
family are the best monuments Liberalism can 
build. 

Let every Liberal in Oregon, and all others inter- 
ested, send to the secretary for membership blank, 
and identify themselvs with the Oregon State Secu- 
lar Union incorporated. Let us hear the verdict 
of Oregon Liberals on the work of the fourth an- 
nual congress of the Oregon State Secular Union. 
Let us hav your opinion, whether favorable or 
otherwise. There never was a more opportune 
time for us than now, and let us take advantage of it. 

Right here let me call particular attention to the 
scope of the work contemplated by the new organi- 
zation. Most important of all, it contemplates the 
organization of science Sunday-schools throughout 
the state to take the place of the Christian Sunday- 
schools, thus providing the retreat which has so 
long been desired by Liberals for their children, so 
that they may not feel obliged to attend Christian 
schools or stay at home. This step alone, it must 
be conceded, is one of the most important ever 
taken by a Liberal organization, as it reaches the 
children. It is our desire to prepare a series of 
lyceum lessons to be used in our science Sunday- 
schools and which will be printed in leaflet form. 

. Karis Keam Sma, 
Secretary Oregon State Secular Union. 
r 
Liberal Societies. 

Mrs. Imogen Fales delivered an interesting lect- 
ure last Sunday at the Brooklyn Philo-ophical 
Association. As usual, there was a Jarge and ap- 
preciativ audience present. The subject was the 
“Labor Question.” Among other things Mrs. 
Fales said: “The industrial system is no longer in 
harmony with the needs and tendencies of the age 
and through unlimited competition fortunes are 
amassed by the few and the many are becoming 
poorer and poorer. Not only is there competition 
among the employers but among the laborers. 
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This is owing to the fact that the supply of laborers: 
exceeds the demand. Labor organizations are the 
only barriers against the entire and complete con- 
trol of monopolies, but the former are handicapped. 
by not having an entire and mutual cooperation,. 
and instead of taking and working contracts them- 
selvs, thus gaining all the profit obtainable and con- 
troling their own wages, they allow contractors to. 
undertake the work which they could accomplish: 
without their assistance. Machinery does not help 
the poor men; it has in reality done them injury, 
for children are now able to do the work of men, 
and the person who attends a machine doing ten 
times as much labor as he previously did without 
its aid, works the same length of time, showing it is 
a gain of the employer and not of the laborer.” 

The critics were Mr. Hanson, Mr. Bellows, Mrs. 
Sleine, Dr. King, Mr. Snook, Mr. Rowley, and Mr. 
Elwell. Next Sunday Dr. M. L. Holbrook will 
lecture on “ The Transmission of Acquired Character 
from Parent to Offspring.” 


At the meeting of the Liberal Club held Friday 
evening, February 3d, Mr. J. W. Sullivan lectured 
on “ Direct Legislation.” : 

Mr. Sullivan dwelt at some length on the benefits 
which Switzerland enjoyed under a system of direct 
legislation. He said, in this respect we had many 
things to learn from our sister republic. He said 
he believed that the tendency of the times was in 
favor of direct legislation, and that it would ulti- 
mately be procured. 

The other speakers of the evening were Robert 
Blissert, W. A. Wilson, Dr. Kinget, Dr. Weeks, and 
Mr. Prigsley. On February 10th H. C. Lockwood 
will lecture on “The French Republic;” on Feb- 
ruary 17th, J. E. Remsburg on “One Hundred 
Flaws in Christs Credentials ;’ on February 24th, 
Mrs. Imogen C. Fales on “ The Labor Question.” 


Prof. A. B. Severance writes : “The Liberal Club 
of our city celebrate] the anniversary of the birth 
of Thomas Paine, Sunday evening, January 29th. 
We first had appropriate music; then a selection 
was read by Prof. A. B. Severance, taken from a 
portion of Robert G. Ingersoll’s works. Then a 
patriotic song by the whole audience, that made 
the hall ring with their melody. Dr. H. S. Hixon 
opened with a short address, followed by Robert 
Schilling, ex-Congressman Henry Smith, Colin 
Campbell, and many others. It proved a grand 
meeting. All the speeches were good; especially so 
was Schilling’s speech—it was perfectly grand. 
The German society of Freethinkers had a celebra- 
tion at the same time at their hall with appropriate 
exercises.” 


J. F. Lawrence, of Cincinnati, O., writes: “It is 
astonishing to note the progress that has been 
made during the last year in Cincinnati. We now 
hav two strong societies here, both giving public 
lectures and employing every other honorable means 
devisable to promulgate Secular principles. 

“The Ohio Liberal Society holds forth in Duglas 
Hall every Sunday night, and the Cincinnati Secu- 
lar Society givs its public lectures in College Hall. 
Both societies hav a large membership, and are 
growing rapidly and are financially strong. On 
the 29th of January three of the most promi- 
nent Liberals of this place were to speak in three 
different halls under the auspices of three dif- 
ferent societies: Col. R. G. Ingersoll, at the 
Grand Opera House; Prof. W. S. Bell, at College 
Hall; and B. F. Underwood, at Duglas Hall. It 
was indeed a trying time for Christians.” 


C. Severance, of Los Angeles, Cal., sends this 
report: “A successful and satisfactory celebration 
of Thomas Paine’s birthday was held in the Los 
Angeles Theater January 29th, which is the third 
time in the history of this church-ridden community 
that the memory of this great man has been duly 
honored. Mr. Geo. T. Bruce, the eloquent orator, 
about to take the Freethought lecture field, de- 
livered the principal address; and the generous 
applause that greeted his remarks revealed the 
satisfaction and approval of the fine audience be- 
fore him. Mr. Bruce has oratorical gifts of a high 
order, and his advent as a Freethought lecturer 
givs the cause of mental freedom an able de- 
fender and the priesthood a determined foe. He 
should receive the support of all ‘our people’ 
who hav the opportunity to hear him, for such 
speakers are needed to spread the light and con- 
tinue the work which Paine began. Following on 
the program came the writer with a short address, 
and then Mr. Christian Michelsen, a nativ of Den- 
mark, who paid a high tribute to Paine and his pen- 
productions. Interspersed with the speaking were, 
fine music, solos, and recitations.” a 
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Letters of friends. 
Vigorous Work Against Snnday Tyranny. 
Lexineton, Ky., Jan. 12, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: Please express by Adams’s 
as per inclosed check $5 worth of World’s 
Fair Leaflets to distribute in this city. 

I hope you will succeed and hav a relig- 
ious exhibit at the World’s Fair. If so, 


let me know and I will remit $25. 
Lovis ADLER. 


Obituary. 
Crpar Dare, OnT., Jan. 16, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: I wish to inform you that 
Mr. Brooksis dead. He died September 
21st, after a long and tedious illness, 
caused by paralysis. He was a veteran 
of Freethought for many years of his life, 
and as such died, and was buried, with a 
Secularist funeral oration, at the ripe age 
of seventy-seven years. 


Mrs. S. Brown. 


Praise. 

GILLESPIEVILLE, O., Jan, 15, 1898. 
f Mr. Eprror: Dear friend of Liberty, 
find inclosed $1.50 to pay on Toe TRUTH 
SEEKER. I hav taken several Freethought 
publications, also had copies of many of 
the leading journals of Liberalism, but 
please excuse me, and do not deem it 
flattery, when I say I consider Tus TRUTH 
SEEKER better adapted to the needs of the 
masses, and also cheaper, as it furnishes 
more reading for the price, than any jour- 
nal that has hitherto fallen into my hands. 

Herrisss Marm RYDER. 


Eight Beacons’ Lit in the Gloom. 
Goren Pox, KY., Jan. 19, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: We hav done the best we 
could to help Taz Trurn SEEKER by send- 
ing in eight subscriptions for 1893. We 
trust that by another year we may be able 
to increase the number. We find that 
many are willing to read the paper now 
but do not like tosubscribe, Hoping that 
Tue TRUTA SEEKER may long come to us, 
as we are fully in the faith and work of 
Freethought and trust that when our days 
are numbered it may be said that we lived 
as we professed to believe, 
Yours truly, Bocard & Ropes, 


Let Every_City Hav a Freethought Dis- 
seminator. 
San Josz, CAL., Jan. 15, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: [usually do missionary work 
with Tue TRUTA SEEKERS not sold, and 
would take more of them if able. Nothing 
has ever given me such supreme pleasure 
as the flaunting of Taz TRUTH SEEKER in 
the face of superstition and bigotry. Ido 
not wish to fiatter you, friend Macdonald, 
but there is no paper, no book, no argu- 
ment that is so intensely hated and feared 
by these colossal hambugs the priests as is 
Tus Trora SEEKER with its cartoons. 
And if our rich Liberals could be induced 
to start some poor devil who has courage 
and no money in a little news-stand in 
every city for the sale of Liberal papers 
and publications, they would be astonished 
at the result. L. R. Trrvs. 


A Good Way to Push Freethought. 
OAKLAND, CAL., Jan. 1, 1898. 

Mr. Eprror: Some time ago I wrote to 
you that I had made a bargain with a 
newsdealer to keep two TRUTH SEEKERS 
on his stand and keep them where the 
pictures could be seen by the public, and 
keep them for a week; that I would pay 
him ten cents a copy for all that.he did 
not sell. Well, I hav had to buy only two 
copies, and he told me this morning that 
he had calls for more than he could supply 
some weeks. I am not a bit sorry that I 
made him the proposition, for I cannot get 
anyone to subscribe for it. I took that 
method to circulate it, and it has worked 
well so far. 

I should be lost without THz TRUTH 
Szexer. Wishing you all a Happy New 
Year, I remain, y 

Yours for truth and liberty, 
Frank BUTLER. 


The Preachers Show the Immoral In- 
fluence of Christianity. 
CHARLOTTETOWN, P. E. I., Jan. 22, 18983. 


Mr. Eptror: I see that you intend pub- . 


lishing another edition of ‘‘Crimes of 
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Preachers,” and ask for newspaper reports 
re recent crimes of the clergy. I there- 
fore send the Moncton, N. B., Times, in 
which is an article bearing on the subject. 
Last summer I began cutting articles of 
this sort out of the papers, referring to 
the peccadilloes of the clergy residing 
within a radius of two hundred miles of 
this place—for amusement and pastime. 
And within the course of a couple of 
months I had a drawer full of clippings of 
the doings of these followers of the ‘‘ meek 
and lowly,” and the task of keeping a 
record of all of them was too much for 
me, so I destroyed all the records in 
disgust. The clergy are endeavoring to 
make it a ‘‘ hot place ” for us Infidels, but 
it will be hotter for them when you get 
out the new edition. A. E. McDonaxp. 


Death Ends All. 


. Sz, Lovis, Mo., Dec. 25, 117. 
Mr. Eprror: I send you this little poem 
I wrote yesterday and set to music, for 
publication, as it is very appropriate for 
Secular funerals and may be appreciated 
by my fellow-Freethinkers, I will hav the 
music publishedsoon. Dr. C. W. Max. 


SOON. 


Soon the summer’s gone, 
Soon the flowers die, 

Soon the night succeeds the dawn— 
So quick the moments fly. 


Soon all love will die, 
Soon aii hearts must break; 
Soon this fleeting life will fly, 
And room for others make. 


Soon the dream is o’er, 
Soon our life is past— 
‘Soon we’re gone forevermore, 
In death to sleep at last. 


A Conscientious Preacher. 

Saur Laxe Crry, Uran, Jan. 19, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find order for 
Taz TRUTH SEEKER. After preaching 
Methodism for a term of five years, I 
came to the conclusion, by studying and 
reasoning, laying aside prejudice, that 
what I presented as a fact was only a 
theory. I.met, to my astonishment, in 
Eureka a body of men who were truth 
seekers whom I found to be men of 
principle and reason to such an extent 
that I was made to say, giv us more free- 
dom. Let us throw aside yokes of secta- 
rianism and superstition, and investigate 
for ourselvs. I mention in connection 
with this article Mr. Stephen Lawsmon 
and Mr. McKensie, whom I found ready 
to reason fairly, and who carried with such 
reasonings conviction. Giv us more such 
men. Letthe good work rollon. I will 
in the future lend my aid to the advance- 
ment of Freedom. I am, 

Sincerely yours in the work, 
GQ. M. Taorr, Ex-Methodist preacher. 


An Enemy to the Design Theory. 
PHILADELPHIA, PA., Jan. 12, 1893. 

Mr. Error: I herewith send you some 
suggestions on. the Design theory. My 
contention is that we must begin square, 
clear, and plain, and establish its possi- 
bility, if not its certainty, before we can 
properly take one step forward in defense 
of the theory. Let us settle the premises 
on a consistent, rational, and indisputable 
basis, then proceed to the details one way 
or the other. I hav read your editorial. 
It may be useful and instructiv to a large 
class of casual thinkers and excite them to 
further inquiry. But I should like your 
astute friend Mr. Anderson to go back and 
begin again and start his theory on an 
impregnable basis, then for one I should 
be interested in what he might say in 
keeping close to the point at issue. 

I inclose $5 for some delinquent sub- 
scribers on the lists I hav sent from time 
to time, for which I hav generally paid 
from my own purse. T. E. LonasHore. 


A Freethought Paper for Children. 


Puxsto, Cor., Jan. 20, 1893. 

Mr. Enprror: That all denominations 
hay literature for their children is an un- 
disputed fact, but the Liberals are en- 
tirely too negligent in regard to the minds 
of the young, the result of which is that 
they too often fall back into the old ruts 
of superstition that the parents imagin 
they are freed from. The children need 
good mental food, and not a rehash of the 
pious fables that the fathers and mothers 


starved on in ‘‘the good old times.” I 
hope the young Liberals in every state 
had the Little Freethinker as one of their 
holiday presents. If they did not get it 
then it is not too late yet. Fifty or one 
hundred families, and as Many more as 
can, should send in their fifty cents to 
Elmina Drake Slenker, Snowville, Va., 
then the Little Freethinker would come 
out in a new dress and we should all feel 
proud of it. Mary Barry Finom. 


A Determined Foe of Sabbath Bigotry. 
Minrorp, Mass., Jan. 16, 1893. 

Mr, Eprror: I like Tae TRUTH SEEKER 
better than ever since you changed it last 
year. But I hav got away behind on read- 
ing it, which I do thoroughly or not at 
all. The reason for this is, I hav been 
very busy for several years past, and then 
hav other papers which must be read at 
once or never, while your paper cannot 
grow old—certainly not until the Nine 
Demands are adopted and put in force 
easily, 

Inclosed find check for $6—$5 of it 
for THE TRUTH SEEKER two years from 
date, and $1 for the leaflet demanding 
opening of the World’s Fair on Sundays. 
Send me only twelve leaflets; I would like 
to hav you distribute the rest—or use the 
balance in any other way you think best 
to keep the Fair open. 

Last summer I addressed postal-cards 
to the New England Homestead World’s 
Fair vote, and got several persons to sign 
for it to be open Sundays But the vote 
went over two to one in favor of closing it. 

Wishing you a Happy New Year, I re- 
main, Yours respectfully, C. O. Fisk. 


Some Spiritualists May Reply. 
Minnzaporis, Mryn., Jan. 7, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: Will you please inform 
me through Taz TRUTH SEEKER whether 
the following story told by some 
Spiritualists is true? Charles Dickens 
left at his death a half-finished book. 
Several years after an uneducated carpen- 
ter from Boston (medium) in a trance 
wrote the remaining part, without having 
any knowledge of Charles Dickens or his 
works. And the best and ablest critics 
shall not hav been able to show any break 
or fault in the work. If that story is true, 
how will the Materialist explain it? 

I hav just attended the State Alliance 
meeting, and among other resolutions, 
there was one passed favoring the opening 
of the World’s Fair on Sundays. There 
was some opposition to the resolution, the 
claim being made that it did not concern 
the Alliance whether it was open or not. 
I suppose the antagonists were afraid of 
showing the public their color. Amongst 
its advocates I noticed Senators Trobstfield 
and Steenersen, who showed clearly that 
it was a deal between the saloon and the 
church to rob the people. I inclose 
stamps, for which please send me a few 
pamphlets containing the three asses— 
that is, the pictures of the clergyman, 
thesaloon man, and the Fair commissioner. 

Krist WILSON. 


What All Should Hav—A Library. 
Houston, TEx., Jan. 18, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: I belong to a newly organ- 
ized workingmen’s club by which I was 
appointed a committee of one to select a 
small list of books amounting to $10 as a 
starter to a library for the club’s use in 
discussions and enlightenment. In doing 
so I hav been careful not to select too 
many of an anti-religious nature, as the 
average man has a weakness of stomach 
in this particular respect, -but hav 
paid more attention to books of a politico- 
philosophico-economic nature, as being 
more suitable to the use of our club till it 
ean stand a stronger dose. 

This is only a starter and we intend and 
expect to make more and larger orders in 
the future. A great many of these books 
I could hav got here in Houston, but 
preferred to order through you. 

We especially want books of a politico- 
economic and monetary nature at present. 
One book, on the abolition of interest, 
we want, but do not know by whom itis 
published or the price If you can re- 
place something on the list which you do 
not hav by this book, please do so. 
Furthermore, send your catalog and price- 
list, and greatly oblige. Long liv THE 
TRUTH SEEKER. H. W. NsLsoN. 


Death of an Excellent Man. 
PERKINS, Car., Jan. 19, 1898. 

Mr. Epitor: Mr. Abna Burns died last 
Saturday, the 14th, about 4 o'clock in 
the evening, of pneumonia. He was 
buried at Sacramento on the 17th. He 
lived abouttwo miles from me for thirty-six 
years. He was a good Freethinker, and a 
speaker for the Farmers’ Alliance. There 
were eighty-five carriages at his funeral, 
Mr. Burns was the first man that ever 
mentioned the name of Col. R. G. Inger- 
soll to me. He and I were together at the 
meeting when Samuel P. Putnam came 
the first time to Sacramento. After he 
mentioned Col. R. G. Ingersoll’s name he 
gave me about ten of his pamphlets, which 
were just what I needed. I shall never 
forget it. I bought the first $5 volume of 
S. P. Putnam that I ever saw of Col. R. Q. 
Ingersoll’s. Mr. Burns was sixty-two 
years of age. He was an old friend of 
Samuel P. Putnam. Owen T. Daves. 


Mr. Wettstein Hears About Bible Wor- 
thies. 
Lawrenoz, KAN., Jan. 4, 1893. 

Orro Wertstrin, Rochelle, I)., Dear 
Brother: I am glad to know .that you are 
sending such a bright light into the world, 
bright enough to open the eyes of the 
blind, that they may see their condition. 

Now, if I had the means, I would travel 
and lecture, and try to emancipate and 
liberate the minds from superstitious 
ideas, You hay expressed my views bet- 
ter than I could. Let me add a few 
thoughts to what you hav already said, 
Was Noah, after the flood, inspired to 
plant a vineyard and make wine and get 
drunk, and curse one of his own sons, and 
tell him he should be a fugitiv and a 
vagabond, and a servant of servants unto 
his brothers? I suppose he was, because 
he was a preacher of righteousness. If 
he was not inspired, then it is a history of 
what transpired. 

Was Abraham inspired to take his 
servant-girl and raise up a child by her 
and then drive her and the child away 
from home to starve to death in the wil- 
derness? 

Were Lot and his two daughters in- 
spired to take wine and go intoa cave and 
drink so much wine that Lot did not know 
anything? I suppose he died of insanity, 
as that is the last account it givs of Lot, 

Was Aaron the high priest inspired to 
make the children of Israel a golden calf 
for them to worship? 

‘Was Moses inspired to order a man to 
kill his brother and companion and 
neighbor? ` 

Was Samson inspired to take the jaw- 
bone of a donkey, the grandfather of a 
mule, and slay a thousand men with it? 

Was David inspired to take Uriah’s 
wife and then put Uriah in front of the 
battle to get him killed, so as to get his 
wife? $ 

Nov, if all these men were not inspired, 
it isa history of what transpired, 

If you publish any literature, please 
publish this. If not, please send it to 
some Liberal paper that will publish it. 
You know that these words coming from a 
speaker, mixed in with anecdotes, would 
sound better than being read. ° . 

Any literature you may send me I will 
distribute, to the best of my judgment, 
where it will do the most good. 

I would like very much to hav one of 
your badges, but do not feel able at pres- 
ent to buy one. Iam proud of one thing 
—there is not a minister here that will 
meet mein a debate upon the Bible. 

ALEXANDER Ross, F. L. T, 


Thinks Spiritualism Like the Old Re- 
ligions. . 
Cinornnatl, O., Jan. 9, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: Tam TRUTH SEEKER can 
find enough to do to keep it busy for the 
next century seeking for the truth in the 
claims for Spiritualism as made by A, H. 
Frank, of Buffalo, N. Y., in his letter 
headed, ‘‘ What Spirits Hav Done,” which 
was published in Tam TRUTH SEEKER 
December 31st in reply to an article by 
M. C. Severance which had previously 
been published in your paper. 

More wonderful to me than all the 
sublime works of nature, even the bound- 
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lessness of time and space, is the blind 
credulity of some men who claim to be in- 
vestigators. Reading between the lines 
of Mr. Frank’s article, I should judge him 
either a willful fabricator or the uncon- 
scious dupe of some medium, who, while Mr. 
Frank is busy constructing machinery, is 
inventing some new trick with which to 
victimize him; and I believe the latter to 
be the fact, for he seems to be honest in 
his belief, and there are many such ap- 
parently intelligent persons ready and 
willing to believe any absurd story they 
hear no matter how unphilosophical the 
proposition may be. How can we con- 
vince them? How can we show them that 
they are but the victims of unscrupulous 
tricksters, so that they will investigate be- 
fore accepting any theory no matter how 
convincing or plausible? How, Dear 
Editor of Tam Truta SEEKER, can we 
paint the picture of truth ia such glaring 
colors that people will become ashamed to 
advocate such doctrins as that a medium, 
a man or a woman, can intercept the laws 
of nature and perform such phenomena 
as described by Mr. Frank? Science has 
long ago driven out of the world even the 
thought of caprice, and has shown that 
all things in the universe are governed by 
an uninterruptible and consistent law, and 
the rational philosopher regards no causes 
but such ag are reducible to this natural 
law. 

It seems that there is nothing so abso- 
lutely absurd or ridiculous but it can be 
accepted or appear reasonable fo a mind 
filled with omens and prognostics. How 
can you reason with a man who believes 
that a medium can overcome the laws of 
gravitation and cause a piano to float in 
mid-air around a gas-jet, to say nothing 
about the excellent:music the instrument 
played withoutthe touch of human fingers 
during its aimless flight, or that minerals, 
plants, and even live animals can be trans- 
ported by spirits from one country to an- 
other and passed (presto!) through a 
solid wall in case of the doors and windows 
being closed, or who still believes in the 
cld slate trick? 

The fact is, Spiritualism is but a new 
form of a supernatural religion which like 
all other religions grows involuntarily. 
It feeds on the impossible and incredible 
as its natural element and cannot liv a 
day on what is true or even possible. It 
must hav something grotesquely absurd 
as its basis, as only the undemonstrable 
can be advocated forever. 

Science’ has torn the mask of orthodox 
miracle and Spiritualistic phenomena 
from the face of nature and revealed the 
marvelous features that no skill may in- 
terpret; and many popular delusions it is 
dispelling. The beliefs in gods, ghosts, 
devils, witches, angels, goblins, spooks, 
imps, fairies, spirits, etc., etc., are 
loosening their hold on the imagination 
of even children. Touched by the finger 
of science these phantoms vanish like 
empty vapor. Many are the dreams she 
is dispelling and many the visions she is 
dissolving. J. F. LAWRENOE. 


Wonders How Christians Can Believe. 
, CLEVELAND, O., Jan. 4, 1893. 
Mr. Epiror: I find in my experience 
that the prevailing idea among Christians 
is, that Freethought will license crime and 
vice of all kinds. Of course the trouble 
is, they will not think, for if they did they 
would see the beauty of Freethought. 
These and the words ‘‘ truth seeker” they 
do not analyze; if so, they would see that 
what we want is the truth. We' do not 
condemn their Bible before sifting it to 
the very bottom. If it is true we want to 
know it. If not, we also want to know it. 
If a man says to me that he has studied 
his Bible and after reasoning in his own 
mind finds it is impossible to believe it, 
my respect for ‘him goes up a number of 
degrees, for I see in him an intelligent 
and noble creature—intelligent, from the 
fact that he reasons for himself, and noble, 
for if he did not love truth he would not 
seek after it.: The trouble with the 
shallow-minded Christians is, they look 
only at the surface, for the Bible draws a 
thick veil of superstition over their eyes 
so they cannot see clearly. They go on 
having blind faith in a myth, for the Bible 
does not allow them to judge its almighty. 


In other words, we must not use our 
reason, but God makes us, just as we are, 
reasonable creatures, and then givs us a 
book to believe and worship that is not 
reasonable, that contradicts itself, goes 
against all laws of nature, and for a clear 
and unprejudiced mind (in my opinion) 
is impossible to believe. As the boy said, 
faith is ‘‘ believing something we couldn’t 
or didn’t believe.” A lady acquaintance 
said to me a short time ago that she “‘be- 
lieved the Bible,” and finally wound up by 
saying that ‘‘it was best to keep on the 
safe side.” Now think for one moment of 
the justice of God (for “God is just”), 
when this one will not use her reason for 
fear her faith will be shaken, but says she 
believes so as to get a reserved seat in 
heaven and gets it, while another one who 
is no hypocrit cannot believe it and says 
80, and is sentenced to punishment for ever 
and ever, just for not believing what one 
cannot. Now, if we are blinded, God is 
all-powerful and merciful, and can read 
all hearts, and he loves his people, and 
with one word could change our hearts 
and make us believe, guide us as a father 
would his child. But no, he gave us a 
book that is not fit for children to read, 
and we hav not heard from him since. 
My dear friends, how can human beings 
love such a monster as the Bible pictures 
him? I say they cannot. It is nothing 
but fear. 

The Christians say we take all hope 
away from them. I say we do not; we 
take away their fear. Again, they cite 
what good Christian people hav done. I 
do not question this, for I hay known very 
good Christian people, but that does not 
prove their belief to be true by any means. 
It is not the people but their belief that 
we despise. Think for one moment what 
bloodshed, what anguish and despair, that 
one book has caused in the world. I re- 
member some time ago seeing an illustra- 
tion in a book called ‘‘The Beautiful 
Story.” It was of the flood. There was 
a rock, and poor helpless human beings 
were trying to climb up for safety. 
were lying dead. Others were holding 
their little innocent babes in their arms 
and vainly trying to lift them on the rock 
for safety as they were being swept away. 
Their love was so great for their children 
that they would perish tosavethem. Also 
wild beasts were scrambling up the rock 
with their young in their mouths, trying 
to save them. I do not know that I ever 
had anything strike me so forcibly as that 
picture did. I sat and looked at it and 
studied it. And we are to believe that 
**God is love.” Yet he would destroy his 
people that he created, innocent babes 
that knew no wrong. It touched my 
heart to look atit. But my humanity can 
not be compared with his. 

That is not all. His wrath is not ap- 
peased. On the judgment day he will 
raise these poor creatures and send them 
to hell to be burnt in fire of brimstone. 
How any intelligent, clear-minded human 
being can believe such things I am not 
able to say, for I cannot understand it. I 
often think what a nice thing it would be 
to hav an invention to take down one’s 
thoughts. When I get to thinking on the 
“ Truth Seeking ” question I seem to think 
a bookful. But it is another thing to 
take these thoughts out and clothe them 
properly—to get them down on paper. 
Our eloquent thoughtsare so badly spoiled 
that we feel too discouraged to make 
another attempt. But I am a strong ad- 
vocate of truth. Mary O. Van Ting. 


A Congressman Who Favors Uniting 
Church and State. 


New Camsria, KAN., Jan. 22, 1898. 

Mr. Eprror: Please find inclosed an 
article by the Hon. John Davis, member 
of (our) Fifth Kansas Congressional dis- 
trict, and also my reply to the same. I 
suggest you publish both. 
THE COLUMBIAN EXPOSITION—sIALL IT BE 

OPEN ON SUNDAY? 


There is much public interest mani- 
fested in; this subject, and the matter is 
worthy of earnest consideration. The 
great majority of the clergy and most of 
the church-going people say: ‘‘ Close the 

ates on Sunday; do not desecrate the 

abbath!? But a very considerable mi- 
nority are careless on the subject, or say, 
**Open the gates!” 


Some 
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Then, there is another very large class | the subject, and knowing that Mr. Davis 


of people who are entirely careless as to 
the church view of the Sunday subject. 
They view Sunday as any other day of 
the week, and decide at once that the Ex- 
position must be open on Sunday in order 
to enable laboring people to see it. This 
class of people who are solicitous for the 
rights of labor are so numerous, so intelli- 
gent, and so earnest, that their opinions 
must be respected. It is from this point 
of view that I now write. I claim that the 
rights of labor and the laboring people 
must be considered and granted. The 
men and women of America who hav 
made the great exhibit possible, must be 
permitted to see it in its very best aspects 
and to the fullest satisfaction. 


But what of the Sunday exhibit? Will 
the Sunday exhibit be a full and fair one, 
such as labor should see? In my opinion 
it will not and cannot be. Many admit 
that the machinery should cease its mo- 
tion on Sunday, All admit that states, 
countries, and individuals should be per- 
mitted to close their buildings or to cover 
their exhibits on Sunday if they choose to 
do so. All agree that. there should be no 
coercion in this line to compel a Sunda 
show where states, nations, and individ- 
uals desire to respect the Sabbath by clos- 
ing their buildings or covering their ex- 
hibits on Sunday. 


In the face of these facts it is plain that 
the Sunday exhibit will be only an emascu- 
lated one. The laboring people who see 
the Exposition only on Sunday will see a 
very poor affair. The laboring people 
should not be satisfied with such an ex- 
hibit as can be seen on Sunday, when the 
very best is done that can be done on that 
day. Nor will men and women who hav 
worked six days of the past week, and 
must work six days of the coming week. 
be in very good condition to see and 
examin an emasculated, silent, half-open, 
half-closed, half-dead Sunday ‘Exposition. 
Working people must rest as well as other 
people. They hav a right to see the Ex- 


they hav a right to their Sunday rest. 


The laboring people of the cities, shops, 
factories, and mines, also hav aright toa 
weekly half-Saturday holiday. In many 
places they hav been demanding this right. 
In some instances this half-Saturday holi- 
day has been granted. It should be 
granted everywhere. Then a very small 
change during the summer of 1893 will 
solve the Sunday-closing question. In- 
stead of the half-holiday on every Satur- 
day, let there be granted to all laborers 
desiring to attend the Exposition a whole- 
day holiday every alternate week during 
the -months of May, June, July, August, 
and September, 1893. Let the day of the 
week for the holiday be arranged to suit 
the mutual convenience of employers and 
employed in each particular case; pro- 
vided that, in case of disagreement, then 
each alternate Saturday shall be the holi- 


day. 

With this arrangement the plea for Sun- 
day opening to accommodate laboring peo- 
ple falls to the ground. 

As this plan insures Sunday closing, in 
my opinion the clergymen and churches 
of the nation should join their voices with 
the laboring people in their just and 
equitable demand for a whole week-day 
holiday every alternate week. 


If the clergy and the churches will join 
in the demand that the laboring people 
shall see the Exposition in its brightest 
glories on week-days, there will be no 
longer any demand to see an emasculated 
show on Sunday. The Christian Sabbath 
will be observed by a complete and 
sensible closing, giving all a day of rest. 

Religion, humanity, and justice all de- 
mand that labor shall see the Fair on 
week-days. The sacredness of the-Chris- 
tian Sabbath and the rights of labor can 
be maintained by closing the Exposition 
gates on Sunday, and by giving to labor 
ample opportunities to see it on week-days. 
In my opinion, this is the more liberal and 
the better policy. JoAN Davis. 


I must confess that I was laboring un- 
der a mistake as to the position the Hon. 
John Davis occupied in regard to Sunday 
opening of the World’s Fair. I was 
misled as to his position by the leading 
People’s party papers. They reported 
him and Senator Peffer opposing the 
closing of the World’s Fair onSunday. It 
is true they claimed that this was done on 
account of the appropriation attached, 
and although I hav taken the National 
Watchman almost from its first issue, 
and notwithstanding I always scan the 
headings closely, and would hav been very 
much interested in an article headed as 
the above, yet I entirely overlooked it, or 
it was issued as a supplement and one was 
not inclosed to my address. But the mis- 
take, whether it was made on my part or 
the publisher’s, saved Mr. Davis a vote, 


because I hay very decided opinions on 


is a very liberal-minded gentleman, I 
cannot help but think he is very hypo- 
critical in his remarks. Not that I do not 
respect Mr. Davis’s right to differ with 
me, but I can respect an opponent with- 
out supporting him, and when anyone 
does support a person that differs with 
them, they can only do it from the motiv 
either they hav more respect for the opin- 
ions of their opponents than their own, 
or they hold so many opinions in com- 
mon on other subjects that they feel 
that they can afford to sacrifice this 
one. But as for me, I exalt this above 
all other opinions that Mr. Davis and I 
hold in common. My opinion is that 
Mr. Davis is establishing a very dan- 
gerous precedent in taking the posi- 
tion he does on this subject. He is liable 
to throw this country back into the Chris- 
tian Dark Ages and barbarism from which 
it sprang. He says, ‘‘There is another 
very large and intelligent class whose 
opinions must be respected.” Will Mr. 
Davis please point out from the beginning 
to the end of his chapter where he has the 
least inclination to respect this ‘‘very 
large and intelligent class,” except the 
taffy and very flattering notice he has 
given us in the above quotation? With 
that exception, has he not wholly ignored 
our opinions? Queer way Mr. Davis and 
his Christian coadjutors hav of showing 
their respect for their opponents by the 
position that Mr. Davis admits the Chris- 
tians would take provided they were de- 
feated on the question of Sunday opening. 
I would like to ask in the name of fairness 
and justice, of all that is right between 
man and man, If they did not intend to 


ple. The | stand by the decision when they carried 
position in its very brightest colors, and ; 


the quesiion before the national House of 
Representativs, where it did not belong, 
what did they take it there for? But itis 
just as fair and considerate, and not more 
so in proportion, as civilization has ad- 
vanced in spite of them—as their past acts 
will show. So Mr. Davis takes up on the 
side that he admits would stand by the 
decision if it was reversed, instead of 
virtually saying to such an unjust and 
unfair-minded people, ‘‘Begone with you! 
I know you not! You are only fit com- ` 
pany for John Calvin, Constantine, and 
Torquemada!” 

Whenever a person givs a different plan, 
as he has done, in polemics, it is called 
dodging or begging the question. And ° 
taking in consideration the cramped con- 
ditions of the laborer, as Mr. Davis is 
willing to admit, it is not holidays that 
the laborer is suffering for. It is lock-outs 
and the meager pittance that he gets for 
his labor that hurts. And it stands 
laborers in hand to not lose a moment's 
time thatcan be used to good advantage. 
Mr. Davis is very liberal with his holidays 
for the laborer, but the question is, Can 
they afford to lose the time, and at the 
same time spend more than they would 
hav earned in a previous week besides, 
while the greater portion of them hav 
large families to support, with exceedingly 
high house-rent to pay? No, I repeat, it 
is not holidays that the laborer is suffering 
for. Isuggest to the laborer that it is 
dangerous to ‘‘reciprocate” with the 
church. They will ‘‘want the whole 
hog” the same as they hav been striving 
for, as in the case of the World’s Fair, 
and will go back on you and be your worst 
enemies if they do not get it. 


Mr. Davis talks a good deal about civili- 
zation and Christianity, as if they were 
synonymous terms. I would like to ask 
him if the Holy Inquisition, the Crusades 
of the Dark Ages, hanging witches, burn- 


‘ing Bruno and imprisoning Galileo, 


and killing and imprisoning discoverers 
and inventors even down to the dis- 
covery of printing and inventing of the 
fanning-wheel, had a great deal to do 
with bringing about civilization. If so, 
how has it happened that anything ap- 
proaching anyway near civilization has 
happened within the last two or three 
centuries, notwithstanding Christianity 
has existed for eighteen hundred years? 
Has not civilization advanced. just in pro- 
portion as Christianity has lost power? 
“Keep church and state forever sep- 
arate.” ‘‘ This government in no sense is 
founded on the Christian religion.” 
Joun W. Apporr, 
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@hildren’s Gorner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wixon, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communica- 
tions for this Corner should be sent. 


“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night 5 beginning to lower, 
use in the day’s occupations 
Osi is T own as the Children's Hour.” 


The Burial of Summer. 


The summer dies with crimson stain, 
September pours her azure rain, 
Whose purple wine and reddened lees 
Make torches of the maple trees. 


We welcome glad the gold and red © 
As once the May that joyous led 

The summer’s bridal boon and cheer 
To filland round the harvest ear. 


We will not pierce through autumn dyes 
To find the gray of wintry skies, 

But reap our gladness now, to-day, 
With crimson leaves that cannot stay. 


The poor dead summer, pale and thin, 
Sad breezes bear her funeral hymn; 
Yet birth has been, so death must be 
With evolution’s mystery. 
Pueblo, Cot. Mary Barmy FINCH. 
ee 


Dick. 


Dear FRIENDS IN THE CornnER: May I 
tell you about my pet lamb Dick and the 
happy times we had together, and how 
after all these years I find a certain joy in 
thinking of him. 

It happened in this way: Father kept a 
large flock of sheep, and one spring Sister 
Matt and I used to go with him every 
morning and evening to look after the 
lambs. 

How plainly I remember every part of 
the road withits three narrow paths and the 
strips of grass between, looking so much 
like a striped ribbon, green and gray, out 
past the watering-trough by the orchard 
to the bars. 

No wonder artists so love to paint them 
on so many of our Christmas cards and 
other little souvenirs. 

Memory holds for me this charming 
picture of that old pasture on the side of 
the hill painted by that best of all artists 
Nature. There is the rough stone-wall 
with the pole-fence on top, and the great 
grim rocks scattered around like so many 
houses, with paths around them for streets, 
with here and there a stump, all that now 
remains of the once noble trees. They fit- 
tingly fill the place of the soldiers’ monu- 
ments we see now in nearly every village. 
Then comes the wood below for back- 
ground with its varying shades of green 
and brown. This was thesugar place, and 
was the sweetest place of all. Farther 
down is Bell Water pond looking so much 
like the blue sky. 

This is the way I see it yet. I know 
for many years the iron horse has rushed 
along through those quiet fields startling 
bird and beast with its shrill whistle and 
ring of progress. But to me it is the same 
dear place and can never change. 

Well, one evening we went down just as 
the lambs were having their good-night 
romp; they run and play, chase each 
other up on to rocks, and jump off, and 
away they all go again like so many little 
girls. The old sheep will look up from 
their feeding and watch them in a thought- 
ful way, although wondering, perhaps, if 
they ever could hav been so rude and 
gay. 

This evening we found one little wee 
fellow that did not seem to hav any name, 
so father took him up and brought him to 
the house and told us we might hav him 
for ours. 

I really don’t think he ever lacked for 
love or care after that. 

What a dear little pet he was! Sucha 
clean, sweet face, with his dark, intelli- 
gent eyes! How fast he grew! We named 
him Dick—very soon he knew it meant 
him, and that shows that sheep under- 

stand a great deal and learn so easily. 

If he was feeding and he heard our 
voices, no matter where we were, he would 
come. Perhaps all of you don’t know 
that sheep can go anywhere girls can, 
over fences, up and down stairs, and all 
about. i 

I don’t remember that he ever ‘‘followed 
us to school” as Mary’s little lamb did, 
but he went raspberrying once. We had 
gone off slyly, for he had a habit of think- 


ing every pail or dish held something 
good for him. We hada pail placed on 
a rock, and were picking in small dishes; 
we had nearly filled our pail, when what 
should we see but Dick standing with his 
nose in the pail? Not finding anything he 
liked, he gave it a poke, and over it went 
like ‘‘Phebe’s blackberries;” but there 
were plenty more, and we were not pick- 
ing to sell in order to get nice clothes to 
wear to church, but to make a shortcake. 

I never remember feeling angry with 
Dick when he did such mischief. Mother 
did not allow him in the house, but it was 
fun for us to hear his little feet go patter, 
patter on the floor, and we were always 
quite willing to run out with him. 

One of the farm buildings was a large 
hoghouse, the top part finished off to 
store farming tools, etc.; for stairs there 
were planks quite wide put up on the out- 
side with cleats nailed on for steps—it 
made a fine place for us to run up and 
down. One day we were jumping off here 
and having great fin when Dick came 
running to join. He came under the 
walk just as Matt was jumping off, so she 
landed astride of his broad, soft back with 
her face toward his tail. He ran about 
with his strange load crying, ba-a-rr! 
ba-a-rrr! till she fell off. We all laughed 
and clapped our hands till she was so 
angry she began tocry. Dick came walk- 
ing up to her Jooking so sober, and he 
seemed to say, ‘‘Please don’t cry, little 
mate, I feel as sorry as you do.” 

Be loving and kind to your pets, dear 
children; study their habits, you can 
learn so much from them. My New Year’s 
wish to you all is that you will be true and 
good. Let refinement and morality be 
your religicn and ever keep on the sunny 
path of Freethought; and that I may meet 
you somewhere along the road, is the great 
desire of your friend, Erra MARDEN. 
Pennacook, N. H. 


m 


Correspondence. 


Mezponte, OnT., Jan. 20, 1892. 

Dear Miss Wrxon: This is my first let- 
ter to the Corner, and I hope it will not 
be the last. My father has taken THE 
TRUTH SEEKER the last three years, and he 
likes the paper immensely. am sixteen 
years of age, but I do not go to school. I 

av three brothers and one sister, and 
they all like to read the Children’s Corner 
and look at the pictures and compare them 
with the Bible. I was down at Orillia’ 
Sunday evening to hear Mr. Ellis lecture, 
but I did not cere much about it. There 
were quite a number of men there, but the 
women were scarce I think my letter is 
long enough for this time, so I will close. 
I remain, Your Liberal Friend, 
Luoy M. TAYLOR. 
Pvursro, Cor., Jan. 17, 1893. 

Dear Miss Wrxon: I hav long wanted 
to write and tell you how much-I enjoyed 
your description of your trip abroad, es- 
pecially the scenes in Scotland I seem 
to see it all with new vision. I always 
like to read letters of travel from a woman. 
Thy see and tell of the details that men 
ignore or forget. It would be fine if you 
could publish it in pamphlet form. Iam 
glad to see the renewed interest in the 
Children’s Corner, and new letters from 
new writers. I read every one and like to 
know all they are doing in their far-off 
homes. I hope they will describe the 
scenery about them, the different varieties 
of trees, flowers, soil, etc., ete. I am 
always delighted to read the articles from 
the pen of Ida Ballou and George Rems- 
burg. 

I hay been very ill or should hav writ- 
ten to you before to tell you how glad 
I was to see you are reélected to the 
school board of Fall River. Inotice your 
name in the Woman’s Jribune too. 
Keep on; you are a power in the land. 

Mary Barm Fincg. 


[Thanks for kind and appreciativ 
thoughts. Sorry you hav been ill and 
trust you are much better now, dear 
friend. The weather has been severe, and 
hard for everyone.—Ep. C. C.] 


Ermo, Mo., Jan. 25, 1893. 

Frendo Miss Wrxon: This is my first 
letter to the Corner. I hav been a con- 
stant reader of the Corner for about one 
year, and am comparativly young in the 
Liberal belief, but as I hav had experience 
in the so-called conversion, which I think 
is nothing more than an excited state 
of mind, I aia as strong a Liberal 
as if L had been one from my birth 
up. I am almost the only young Lib- 
eral in our town. Most of the people 
are of some religious belief, and it is not 


| popular to be a Liberal, but I will not 


be a hypocrit. That which I believe I am 


always willing to express openly and above» 
board. Some of my acquaintances say to 
me, ‘*I would be afraid to doubt there 
being a God.” It seems to me as if they 
were living in the dark ages of supersti- 
tion. When they say ‘‘You must believe 
or be persecuted” I often think if the 
money that is expended for religious pur- 
poses was contributed to the school funds 
we would hav a much more enlightened 
elass of people. For illustration I will 
take our own town: we hav here three 
churches, which if they were converted 
into one building would make a good 
college building, and taking the salary of 
each minister at $500 a year (which is 
small), would make a total of $1,500 a 
year, which would pay the salary of a 
good instructor, which, I think, would be 
more beneficial to the rising generation 
than an bour devoted to the worship of 
an unseen being every Sunday. We hav 
had this winter about six months of school 
and about eight months of revival meet- 


‘ing. Which is the more elevating to 


mankind? £ would like to correspond 
with some of the Cornerreaders. J am, 
Your Liberal friend, 
J. E. KRAFT. 


[The above is a very sensible letter, and 
friend Kraft is a sensible young man If 
churches could be converted into colleges, 
or schools of science, hygiene, and philos- 
ophy, everyone could become well 
educated, and we should not then hav the 
standing disgrace of a penitentiary in every 
state in the Union, and a vast array of 
paupers and imbecils to support.—Ep. 
C. ©.] 


ELrcErLsIoR, Wasu., Jan. 20, 1893. 

Drar Miss Wrxon: I want to tell you, 
and all the little friends of the Corner, of 
my experience with a Christian lady, one 
of the regular blue kind. She wanted a 
little girl to work for her. I went to see 
her about it, snd found her in the back 
yard with two fine chickens that she said 
she was going to send to her minister. I 
thought first, I would go right home, but 
afterward I thought I would stay and 
talk with her. . 

She said that she wanted me to stay and 
help her, that her work was not herd. 
After Kong my wages down by saying 
that I would hav a great part of the time 
to myself, she kept me at work every 
minute, from 6 in the morning till 9 
at night, and then she engaged two board- 
ers. I told her that I could not stay if 
she was going to keep a boarding-house. 
She said, ‘‘ You will hav to stay, or I won’t 
pay you for what you hav done.” That 
afternoon her minister and wife came and 
stayed to tea. The minister talked badly 
about Mr. Ingersoll—he called him ‘‘ old 
Bob Ingersoll” and ‘‘old Bob.” I was 
indignant and wanted to tell him that Mr. 
Ingersoll knew more and was a better man 
than all the preachers in the world. I 
went to church with them Sunday even; 
ing, and she got up and cried in church 
and said she was a great sinner. I thought 
she told the truth then, if she did lie about 
her work. I went home and she did not 
pay me. I hope there will none of you 
hav to work for a Christian. From your 
Liberal friend, BuancuHe L. REITER. 


[Blanche did well to go away from that 
employer. Always stand for your prin- 
ciples and do right.—Ep. C. C.] 
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On ‘the night of the 224 ult., at Denver, 
Col., a crowd of five hundred persons gath- 
ered at Dean Hart’s house and stoned 
it. Their anger had been provoked by the 
dean’s continued instigation of raids on 
Sunday theatricals. Patrol wagons were 
driven through and over the crowd, clubs 
freely used, and revolvers drawn. The 
police had difficulty in protecting them- 
selvs, and were unable to make an arrest. 


„Å LETTER from Rome expressing the 
views of many prelates there, and in every 
country, reads: ‘‘The audacity with 
which Monsignor Satolli rehabilitated Dr. 
McGlynn fell like a bombshell in this 
camp To permit Dr. McGlynn to act 
again as a priest without his going through 
the form of saying ‘Pater peccavi’ to the 
archbishop of New York shows not only 
utter lack of tact on the part of the papal 
delegate, but it also sanctions a breach of 
disciplin unheard of in the history of 
Rome.” 


AT Pittsburgh, Pa., the Law and Order 
League is pleased with the decision just 
given by the supreme court confirming 
the legality of the Blue law of 1794 which 
that society has revived for the purpose of 
suppressing Sunday newsrapers. The law 
prohibits the follewing of worldly pursuits 
on Sunday, except those that are abso- 
lutely necessary. The decision of the 
court was in conviction of Mr. Matthews 
for publishing the Pittsburgh Sunday 
Leader, The Law and Order society will 
now complain to magistrates against every 
Sunday’s work done by carriers of or 
dealers in newspapers. 


Tus annexation of the kingdom of 
Hawaii, or the establishment of a protect- 
orate over it, is heing considered by our 

overnment. European powers may chal- 
enge our rights, and interfere. The 
kingdom of Hawaii consists of fifteen 
islands in the North Pacific ocean, of 
which only cight are inhabited. They are 
2,100 miles from San Francisco. ‘They 
hav an area of 6,640 square miles. The 
population consists of 34,436 negro nativs, 
15,301 Chinese, 12,360 Japanese, 8,602 
Portuguese, 1,928 Americans, and 1,344 
British—tota! 80,000. Nine-tenths of the 
trade is with the United States. Hawaii’s 
importance to us would be as a maritime 
defense. 


In England pietists proposed a society 
for the suppression of profanity. Pres- 
ently they found that a law punishing it 
already existed. It was passed in the 
time of George II., and for a profane 
oath uttered by a laborer imposed a fine 
of one shilling; for one uttered by a per- 
son above the degree of laborer and below 
that of gentleman, two shillings, and 
for one by a gentleman or upward, five 
sbillings, The action is culpable if com- 
mitted in one’s own house, the same as on 
the street. The first case punished under 
this revival of the law was a few days ago, 
when a laborer at Wisbeach named 
Abraham Pye was fined for four profane 
words one shilling each, and thirteen 
shillings costs. 


A NEGRO ravished a four-year-old girl at 
Paris, Tex., and then murdered her by 
tearing her in two. The entire popula- 
tion of the surrounding country, number- 
ing thousands, turned out and assisted in 
burning him at the stake. i 
the girl burnt his feet with red-hot irons 
and finally put out his eyes with them. As 
he struggled out of the fire several times 
he was thrust back. No such scene has 
been witnessed since the religious tortures. 
Of the many opivions expressed for and 
against, perhaps the most sensible is the 
one that it was well enough so far as 
the negro was concerned, ‘but not well 
concerning the torturers, who by such 
cruelties are molde ! to commit a dozen 
more crimes of a violence equal to the 
negro’s. 

Geo. Rupours, an ex-priest, was de- 
livering an anti-Catholic lecture at Lafay- 
ette, Ind., on the night of the 26th ult., 
before an audicnce of three thousand in 
the Opera House, when a Catholic mob 
broke in the stage doors and began shoot- 
ing athim, He drew a revolver and fired 
back. Members of the American Protest- 


ant Association came to his aid and the’ 


firing became general. The audience was 


| seized with panic, and men and women 


were knocked down and trampled in flight, 
All but determined members of each s- ct 
presently got out It was learned that 
Rudolph had been hit in the hand. He 
atte  pted to resume the lecture, but was 
prevented by a shower of rotten eggs from 
the gallery, and forced to retire, amid 
hoots and hisses. This was repeated sev- 
eral times. Sheriff Gaddis and depnties 
arrived just in time to prevent the Catho- 
Kes, who had now formed in full strength, 
and under desperate leaders, from over- 
whelming the ex-priest and his guard. 
Rudolph was got into & cab and driven off 
at a speed that outdistanced bis enemies. 
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OF A UNION OF 
OHUROH AND 
sTATE, 
J 8 5 Full-Page 
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The illustrations are classified as follows: 
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A most extraordinary publication. We venture the assertion that nothing like it has ever ba 
‘ore appeared in this country, and it is very doubtful if another one like it will ever again be pubs 
ished. We must give the Truth Seeker Company the credit of putting the book in the reach of all 
At twice the price it would have been acheap book. Artist Heston as a portrait-painter and de. 
signer is a wonderful success,and we judge trom our own feelings that nearly every Liveral in 
America will desire a copy of this most wonderful volume.—[Frcethinkers’ Magazine. 


_ Mr. Heston deserves to be called the artist-hero of Liberalism. He has dedicated his genius to 
#reethought, and has done faithful and noble work for the cause of right and truth. But the pict- 
ares do not make up the whole of thie volume. There are nearly two hundred pages.of reading 
matter that serve first as explanations of thc illustrations, aud secondly as texts to prove the uttot 
alsity of the church’s professions and the hypocrisy of those who uphold them. Altogether the 
300k is one of the best weapons against Christianity and the church that has ever been put in the 
bande of Freethinkers.—(Boston Investigator. 
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8 Search After Heaven and Hell. A. Holy- : 

OBKG. 6655s sasesscevesae saiia sesi 
9 New Life of Jonah. Chas. B; . 5 
10 A Few Words about the Devil.. 5 
11 New Life of Jacob...........eeseeesee ees OB 
12 Daniel, the Dreamer. Austin Holyoake..... 10 
18 Specimen of the Bible: Esther. Holyoake.. 10 
14 Acts of the Apostles: A Farce. A.H......... 10 
16 Ludicrous Aspects of Christianity. A. H.... 10 
16 Twelve Apostles. Charles Bradlaugh........ 5 
17 Who Was Jesus Christ? C. Bradlaugh....... 5 
18 What Did Jesus Teach? C. Bradlaugh...... 5 
19 New Life of Abraham. Chas, Bradlaugh.... 6 


20 New Life of Moses. Charles Bradlaug. 

21 ABSecular Prayer. Holyoake. Per doz...... 10 
On orders for Iron Clad and Manna we will send 
1.10 worth for $1; $2.50 worth for $2; $5 worth 
for $3, and $10 worth for $5. 


NATHANIEL VAUGHAN: 


Priest and Man. 
A NOVEL. 


By FREDERIKA MACDONALD, 
Author of the “ Iliad of the East,” etc., eto. 


An independent and respectable study of chat. 
acter in the law of circumstance such as eyen 
George Eliot might not have been ashamed to 
own as her first novel. . . . A more vigorous 
presentment of the mischievous nature of modern 

hristianity,in its most honest and consistent 
form, need not be desired.—_{ Westminster Review. 


1 vol., extra cloth, beveled, 12mo, 400 pp., $1.00. 
Addresa THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Books by Heien A. Gardener. 


New Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 


Men, Women and Gods. 


Introduction by 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 


Price, cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 
The Trade Supplied at Special Discounts. 


IS THIS YOUR SON, HY LORD? 


A Fascinating Story of Radical Truths on 
Religion and Social Matters. 
Price. cloth. $1: paper, 50 cents. 


PRAY YOU, SIR, WHOSE 
DAUGHTER? 


A NEW NOVEL. 


- Price, cloth, $1. l Paper, 50 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
‘6 Lafayette piace, New York. 


Superstition in All Ages, | Books by S.P. Putnam. | Prof, Wm, Benton's Books; 


Bcc 2 


BY JPAN MBPESLIER, 


A French 
Cathotic¥ / 
Priest,who 
renounced Ẹ 
Christian- 
ity and Ex- 
posed the 
Falseness 


cents; 
2loth, $t. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY. 


COSMIAN HYMN-BOOK. 


—o— 
A COLLECTION OF 


ORIGINAL AND SELECTED HYMNS 


FoR 


Liberal and Bthical Societies, 
for Schools and 
the Home. 
—With Music Written to All the Songs.— 
ComPiLep BY L. K. WASHBURN. 
Prine, $1.50. For sale at THIS OFFICE. 


r mar 


The New God. Price, 10 cents. 
The Problem of the Universe, and Its 
Scientific Solution, with some Criticisms of 
Universology. Price, 20 cents. Z 
Waifs and Wanderings, A New Ameri- 
can Story. Price, cloth, $1.00; paper, 60 
cents. “A Brose epic of the war,rich with 
incident and dramatic power; breezy from 
first page to last with the living spirit of to- 


day.”—[John Swinton’s Paper. 
Golden Throne, A Romance. ‘The au- 
thor , certainly has. genius. The divine 


creative pare is within him. The book is 

filled with manly thoughts, expressed in 

manly words—the transcript ofa manly mind. 

Every Liberal should read ‘ Golden Throne.’” 

—I[Ingersoll. Price, $1. e E 

Ingersoll and Jesus. A conversation in 
rhyme between the Nineteenth Century 
Infidel and the Galilean Reformer, wherein 
it is shown there is much in harmony between 
them. Price, 10 cents. 

Adami and Heva. A poetic version of 
the Indian story of the Garden of Eden in 
whica its superiority to the mutilated copy— 
the Genesis logend—is shown. Price, 10 cents. 

Gottlieb: His Life. A Freethought Ro- 
mance. Price, 85 cents. ` 

My Religious Experience. Price, 25 cents, 

For all of the above address 

THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette place. New York. 


r 


GOD AND HIS BOOK: 


e 


BOOKS 


SALADIN 


(W. STEWART ROSS), 
Editor of the 


LONDON AGNOSTIC JOURNAL. » 


When he had read this book Colonel Ingersoll wrote tothe author: “ You have earned the 
thanks of all who really think.” Itisa work of vast, research, of sound criticism, of caustic 


humor, of sledgehammer vehemence, of scathing satire, of pat 
the heaviest iconoclastic broadsides ever fire 


Cloth, gold letters, $1.25. 


d at the Jewish God and the Bible. 


os and eloquence. It is one of 


WOMAN: HER GLORY, HER SHAME, AND HER GOD. 


The Rev. Archdeacon Farrar said that * Christianity elevated the woman; it shrouded 


as with a halo of sacred innocence the tender years of the ch 
he has succeeded. 


is toshow the archdeacon his error, and 


ild.” The object of Saladin’s work 
English writer said of it: 


“This certainly is one of the most marvelous books ever issued from the press. The authori- 
ties cited are unquestionable. and the result is convincing.” 
In two volumes, cloth, gilt- lettered, $2.50. 3 


DID JESUS RISE FROM THE DEAD? 


The evidence for the resurrection is in this book carefully considered, and found want- 


ing. It ought to convince every Christian of the antruthfulness of this 


eged miracle, for 


it is certainly one of the best essays ever written on the subject. 


In paper, 25 cents. 


CHRISTIANITY AND THE SLAVE TRADE. 


A condensation of the known facts upon this subject, proving that Christianity did not 


abolish but aided this infamous traffic in human beings. 


o which are added such comments 


as only Saladin can make. In paper, 30 cents. 


THE TRANSITION. 


A consideration of the antagonism of the Bible and science, and of the question whether 
the veiled or allegorical portions of the Christian Bible can be interpreted by modern science. 


In paper, 20 cents. 


ROSES AND RUE. 


Being Random Notes and Sketches. Fome of its subjects are: A Last Interview with a 


Man of Genius; An 


Essay on Stirpiculture; Asceticism an 1 
Poverty; Godin the Constitution; Bruno; Gods; Witchcraft, etc. This ma 


uperstition; Capital Punishment; 
be called Bala- 


din’s own book, for itis poetry in prose, and is one of the books that lovers of strong literature 


like to read again aud again. 


LAYS OF ROMANCE. 


In cloth, gold- and silver-lettered, $1.50. 


This book reminds one of Sir Walter Scott, being romantic, historic verse, aglow in every 


page with the energ 
Cloth, gold-lettered, 75 cents. 


ISAURE and OTHER POEMS. 


of a true and high poetic genius, 


The title poem is a story of intense passion, touchingly told. The other twenty poems 
are fresh, iragrant, thoughtful, and every verse reveals the thinker, observer, and reformer. 


Every page g 
Cloth, gold-lettered, 75 cents. 


A FEARFUL FLOGGING. 


ows with passion and throbs with life. 


By one who endured it. Based upon a manuscript in the possession of Saladin 


n paper, 10 cents. 


THE AGONIES OF HANGING. 


Studies in Psychology. By one who was cut down from the gallows. Printed from mana- 


script in the hands of Saladin. 


In paper, 10 cents. 


WHIRLWIND SOWN and REAPED. 


A short story of clerical crime and villainy founded on fact. Of this book the Open Court 


said: ‘This nove 


will command the same 


, or more, interest than Helen Gardener’s story, * Is 


This Your Son, My Lord?’” In paper, 25 cents. 


THE CONFESSIONAL. 


2 


Being an exposure of that infamous religious rite. Contents: Licentiousness of the Pre- 
Reformation Church; Lechery of the Confessional; The Priest in Absolution; Confessions of 
the Escaped Nun; Extracts from Dens and Liguori; Examination of the Church’s Claim to 
have Fostered Learning; Her Atte.» pts at Continency even more Ruinous than Her Self- 


Indulgence; The Relative Criminal Statistics of Catholicism and Protestantism. 


paper, 25 cents. * 
For all of these works address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, 38 Lafayette Place, New York. _, 


Be Thyself. 106. 


Christianity No Finality. 
Superior. 10c. 
Common-Sense Thoughts on the Bible. 
10e. 


Spiritualism 


Delnge in the Light of Modern Science. 
10c. 


Garrison in Heaven. A Dream. 10c. 
Geologist and Radical. By J. H. Powell. 
C. 


Geology. Past and Future of our Planet. 
50. 


God Proposed for Our National Constitu- 
tion. 10e. 

Irreeoncilable Records. Genesis and 
Geology. Paper, 25c.; cloth, 40c. 

Is Darwin Right? Origin of Man, $1. 

Is Spiritualism True? 100. 

Man’s True Saviors. 10c. 

OrthoCoxy False, Since Spiritnalism is 
True. 10c. 

Pocasset Tragedy. Legitimate Fruit of 
Christianity. 10c. i 
Radical Discourses on Religious Subjects. 

1.25. 


Radical Rhymes. With Author’s Por- 
trait. $1.25. 

Sermon from Shakspere’s Text. 10c. 
Soul of Things. Psychometric Re- 


searches, etc. 8vols. (Vol. [by Wm. and Eliz. 
M. F. Denton.) Per vol., $1.50. 


What Is Right? 10e. 
What Was He? Jesus in 19th 
Light. Paper, $1; cloth, $1.25. 
Who are Christians? 10c. $ 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


B. F. UNDERWUUD’S WuUsnawa 
FOR SALE AT THE TRUTH SEEKER OFFICE. 


Essays and Lectures. Embracing Infiu 
ence of Christianity on_Civilization; ( uris 
tianity and Materialism; What Likcratism offen 
iy Place of Christianity; Scientific Materialism 
Woman; Spiritualism from a Materialisti 
Standpoint; Paine the Political and Religion 
Reformer; Materialism and Crime; Wil th: 
Coming Man Worship God? Crimes and Cruel 
ties of Christianity; the Authority of tho Bibic 
Freethought Judged by Its Fruits; Our Idea 
of God 300 pp., paper, 60 cents. 


Influence of Christianity upon Civiliza 
tion. 25 cents. = 

Christianity and Materialism. 15 cents. 

What Liberalism Offers in Place € 
Christianity. 10 cents. : 

Scientific Materialism; Its Meaning anf 
Tendency. 10 cents, 

Spiritualism from a Materialistic Stand. 
point. 10 cents. 

Paine the Political and Religious: Ree 
former. 10 cents. 

Woman: Her Past and Present: 
Rights and Wrongs. 10 cents. 

Materialism and Crime. 10 cents. 

Will the Coming Man Worship God! 


10 cents. 
Twelve Tracts. Scientific and Theolog. 


ical. 20 cents. e 


Dr. B. B. Foote’s Works. 


Plain Home Talk and Medical Common 
Sense. In one handsome 12mo volume 
of nearly 1,000 pages, fully illustrated. Cloth, 
$8.25—in E or German. A new cheap 


Century 


Her 


2 inglish 
edition at onlv $1.50. 

Science in Story; or, Sammy Tubbs, the 
Boy Doctor, aud ponse the Troublesome 
Monkey, 6 volumes in one, cloth, $2.00, postage 
prepaid; 5 volumes separate, flexible cloth, 50 
cents per volume; Red Line edition, suitable 
for holiday presents, $1.00 per volume. 


Sexual Physiology for the Young. 250 


pages, illustrated and cloth-bound. (The fifth 
volume of “Science in Story.”) 50 cents. - 


Dr. Foote’s Health Monthly. Devoted to 


Hygiene, Sexual and Social Science, and allied 
Subjects; ninth year. Subscription, with pre- 
mium, 50 cents per year. Specimen copies free 
on application. 

Mother’s Manual. Comprising ‘‘ Advice 
to a Wife on the Management of Her Own 
Health, especially During Pregnancy, Labor, 
and Suckling,” and " Advice to a Mother on the 
Managemen of Her Children in Infancy and 
Childhood;” 2 books in 1 volume, 628 pages, $i. 

Hand-Book of Health Hints and Ready 
Recipes. A valuable reference pamphlet 
of 128 pages. 25 cents. 


ë Address THE TRUTH SERKA 


Spiritualism Sustained, 


FIVE LECTURES. 
By John R, Kelso, AcNMe 
-l2mo, cloth, 81.60. 
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GEMS OF FREETHOUGHT. X 
The Myth ofthe Great Deluge. By James 
M. McCann. Price 15 cents. Itis the mostcom- 
. plete and overwhelming refutation of the Bible 

tory of the Deluge that I have ever read.—B. F. 
Underwood. To read it is to be astonished at 
the possibilities of religious credulity.—T. B. 
Wakeman. Mr. McCann’s dynamite bomb has 
blown the fallacy to atoms.—A. B. Bradford. It 
ought to meet with a very largesale—C.P.Farrell. 


The Evolution of the Devil.—By Henry 
Frank, the independent preacher of New York 
City. The most learned, accurate, scientific and 

hilosophical analysis of His Satanic Majesty ever 

efore published, The book contains 66 pages, is 
beautifully bound, with likeness of author on title 
page. Price, 25 cents. : 


Ingersells Address before the New 
York Unitarian Ciub. The first time in the 
history of the world that a Christian Association 
ever invited a noted infidel to lecture before them. 
The lecture is a grand one, and was received by 
the Club with continuous applause from beginnin 
to end. The pamphlet contains 12 pages, beauti- 
fully printed. Price, 6 cents. 


The Gods. By Robert Œ. Ingersoll, A beautiful 

am phlet of forty pages, With likeness of Ingersoll. 

) Price, 20 cents. The most profound address 
that Ingersoll ever delivered. A 


The Bruno Monument. A fine engravin 
rinted on extra heavy enameled paper, 10x1 
inches, for framing; put up in pasteboard tubes 

for mailing. Price 12 cents. 


Ohurch and State; the Bible in the Publio 
Schools; the New ‘‘American” Party—By ‘‘Jef- 
ferson.” Third edition. This beautiful pam- 
phlet of 28 pages is the most thorough presenta- 
tion of the Church and State question that has 
appeared. Price, 10 cents. 


The Religion of Humanity; A Phi- 
josophy ot Life. By J. Leon Benwell. A 
beautiful paper-bound pamphlet, with likeness of 
author. A most v-luable publication to circulate 
among Christian people, Price 15 cents. 

Memorial Oration by Colonel Enger- 
soll on Roscoe Conkling. Delivered be- 
fore the New York Legislature, May 9, 1888. 
Price, 4 cents. 


Dwight L. Woody. An interview by Susan 
H. Wixon. Price, 6 cents; ten copies for 30 cents. 


The Christian Religion. What is to be its 
final outcome? By an Old Farmer. A splendid 
orthodox eye-opener. Price, 15 cents. 


God in the Constitution. By Robert G. 
Ingersoll. One of the best papers Col. Ingersoll 
ever wrote. In paper cover, With likeness of 
author. Price 10 cents. ; 


What Would Follow the Effacement 
of Christianity? By George Jacob: Hol- 
oake. This is a most.valuable contribution to 
reethought Literature. Bound in paper with 
good likeness of author. Price, 10 cents.. 


Life and Career of Charles Bradlaugh. 
—By George Jacob Holyoake. With good like- 
ness of Mr, Bradlaugh. Price, 15 cents. 


Ingersolls Great Address on Thomas 
Paine, at the late Paine celebration in New 
York City. Price, 6 cents, 


Standing up for Jesus} or what the editor 
ot the Freethinkers’ Magazine thinks of him, 
Price, 4 cents. 

Address, 

` Truth Seeker Co., 


28 Lafayette Place, New York CITY. 


Roaring Lion on the Track. 


By M. BABOOOR. 
Price. - . 


The Agnostic Annua 


T 1 893- 


Edited by CHARLES A. WATTS. 


r CONTENTS: ` 
The Moral Sanction, Leslie Stephen; Reverent 
Agnosticism, Amos Waters; The Mother Nature: 
A Poem, Gerald Massey; Dogmatism in Theol- 
ogy, Alfred Momerie; Sermons on the Mount 
Samuel Laing; The City of the Dead, W. Stewart 
Ross {Saladin}; On the Duty of Honesty, in Our 
Convictions, O. E. Plamptre; Scientific Religion, 
Bithell; The Blight of Superstition, Charles 
Watts; Anthropology and rthodoxy, Edward 
Clodd; The Disappearance of the Nether World, 
F. J. Gould; Religious Ideas: Their Origin and 
Development, Frederick Millar; Signals with 
Mars: A Poem, Q. H. Martin; Materialism and 
Idealism Harmonized, Lucian Armstrong. 
Price, 25 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 


Colonel Kelso’s Works. 


10 cents. 


’ 


The Bible Analyzed. Cloth, octavo, 3° 
pages, $3. 

Deity Analyzed, Cloth, 12mo, $1.00. 

“he Real Blasphemers. Paper, 12mo, 
188 pages, 50c. 

Spiritualism Sustained. Oloth, 12mo, 
245 pages, $1. A 


Universe Analysed, $1, « 


Gems of Ghought. 


= SUCH is the destiny of great men; their 
superior genius always exposes them to 
the envenomed darts of calumny and 
envy.—Letter of Frederick the Great to 
Voltaire. ` 


AfFRrenD is one who incessantly pays us |. 


the ‘compliment of expecting from us all 
the virtues, and who can appreciate them 
in us. It takes two to speak the truth, — 


one to speak, and another to hear,— 
Thoreau. - A 


TRANQUILLITY or peace of mind, which is 
also called wisdom, is a thing so desirable 
that its value is beyond all estimate. Pos- 
sessing it we wonder at nothing, we fear 
nothing, and we enjoy everything, for 
when we know how properly to frame our 
manners, order our actions, and moderate 
our desires, we are continually happy.— 
Democritus. . 


So far as principles were concerned 
Voltaire was the greatest lawyer of his 
time. I do not mean that he knew the 
terms and decisions, but that he clearly 
perceived not only what the law should be, 
but the application and administration. 
He understood the philosophy of evidence, 
the difference between suspicion and 
proof, between belief and knowledge, and 
he did more to reform the laws of the 
kingdom and the abuses at courts than all 
the lawyers and statesmen of his time, — 


Ingersoll. 


Ir you wish depth, genius, imagination, 
taste, reason, sensibility, philosophy, 
elevation, originality, nature, intellect, 
fancy, rectitude, facility, flexibility, pre- 
cision, art, abundance, variety, fertility, 
warmth, magic, charm, grace, force, an 
eagle sweep of vision, vast understanding, 
instruction rich, tone excellent, urbanity, 
suavity, delicacy, correctness, purity, 
cleanness, eloquence, harmony, brilliancy, 
rapidity, gaiety, pathos, sublimity and 
universality, perfection indeed, behold 
Voltaire.— Goethe. 


Lorp Bacon knew not Nature,"but he 
knew and pointed out all the paths that 
lead to a knowledge of her. He de- 
spised, early in his career, that which fools 
in square caps taught under the name of 
philosophy, in those madhouses called 
colleges; and he did all that he could to 
keep them from continuing to confuse the 
mind by all those words which not onl 
ignorance rendered respectable, but whic. 
a ridiculous blending with religion 
rendered sacred. He is the father of ex- 
perimental philosophy.— Voltaire, 


A Frenog studert who now begins the 
study of the law buys for three francs a 
copy of the ‘* Code Civil,” a volume about 
as large as a pocket Testament, and as 
easy to understand as the Ten Command- 
ments Napoleon may hav caught the 
idea of reducing French law to this simple 
form from a sentence in one of Voltaire’s 
letters in 1739. ‘‘What disgusted me 
with the profession of advocate,” he wrate, 
“Was the profusion of useless things with 
which they wished to load my brain, To 
THE PoINT is my device.”——Parton’s Life 
of Voltaire. 


Woutp it then be just to conclude, with 
Christendom, that the career of Jesus 
presents phenomena wholly unique in the 
world’s history? Such is, perhaps, the 
natural impulse of the human mind, after 
contemplating a life of heroic self- 
abnegation and devotion to the welfare of 
human kind. With a like thought, we 
hav doubtless risen from the perusal of the 
noble tribute to the founder of another of 
the world’s greatest religions in Edwin 
Arnold’s “Light of Asia.” We are 
touched in a similar manner by the con- 
templation of the noblest characters of 
fiction—the Jean Valjeans and the 
Romolas, ideal exemplars of this religion 
of lofty self-sacrifice, But sober second 
thought should lead us to question whether 
we ought not rather to bear in mind the 
human limitations of even the noblest of 
those who hav lived and died for man, lest 
we fall into a species of idolatry and hero- 
worship inconsistent with the mandates of 
rational religion. Atleast let us not exalt 
one unduly by the disparagement of all 
others. Old Father Taylor, of Boston, the 
seamen’s missionary, whose abundant 
humanity outweighed the depressing im- 
plications of his creed, when he was asked, 
“Do you think there ever was as good a 
man as Jesus?” instantly replied, ‘‘ Yes, 
millions of them!” Hav not you and I 
also known hearts as true and souls as full 
of manly courage? Let us not deny Jesus 
his proper place in the world’s history, 
nor place him so far above the level of our 
common manhood that he shall fail to be 
to us always a rational example and in- 
spiration to all noble things. Let him liv 
in our hearts and minds a heroic, manly 
character, ‘not too saintly to be human.’ 
— Lewis Janes, 


Works of Charles Watts. 


The Teachings of Secularism Compared 
with Orthodox Christianity. 96 pages. 
Price, 25 cents. i 

Secularism: Is It Founded on Reason, 
and Is It Sufficient to Meet the Needs 
of Mankind? Debate between the Ed- 
itor of the Halifax Evening Mail and Charles 
Watts. With Prefatory Letters by George Ja- 
cob Holyoake and Coione} Ingersoll, and an 
Introduction by Helen H. Gardener. 60 pages, 
25 cents. 


A Reply to Father Lambert’s ‘‘ Tactics 
of Infidels.” 20 cents. Post free. 

Christianity : Its Origin, Nature, and 
Influence. 82 pages. Price, 18 cents. 

The Horrors of the French Revolution : 
Their Causes. 24 pages. Price, 10 cents. 

Secularism: Destructivy and Constructiv. 
22 pages in cover. Price, 10 cents. 

Bible Morality. Its Teachings Shown. ta 
Be Contradictory and Defective as an Ethical 
Guide. 24 pages. Price, 10 cents. 

Agnosticism and Christian Theism: 

hich Is the.More Reasonable? 24 
pages. Price, 10 cents. 

Evolution and Special Creation. 10 cents. 

Saints and Sinners—Which? 24 pages in 
cover. Price, 10 cents. 

The Superstition of the Christian Sun- 
day: A Plea for Liberty and Justice. 
26 pages. Price, 10 cents. 

The Glory of Unbelief. 22 pages in cover. 
Price, 10 cents. 

Nature and the Supernatural; or, Belief 
and Knowledge. 24 pages. Price, 10 
cents. 

The American Secular Union; Its Ne- 
cessity and the Justice of Its Nine De- 
mands. (Dedicated to Colonel Robert 
G. Ingersoll.) 82 pages in cover. Price, 10 cents. 

Theological Presumption : An Open Let- 
ter to the Rev. Dr. R. F. Burns, of Halifax, N. 8. 
In this letter the following subjects are dealt 
with: 1. Why Do the Clergy Avoid Debate? 2. 
The Position of Agnosticism, Toward, Chris- 
tianity.. 8. Freethought and Men of Science. 


4. The Difference Between Facts and Opinions. 
5. Christ and Heroism. 6. Christianity and 


Slavery. 16 peges. Price, 5 cents. 
Address THIS TRUTH SEEKER QO., 
28 Lafayette pl.. New York. 


L. K. Washburn’s Works, 


Sunday and the Sabbath. ‘‘A law regu- 
lating human conduct on the Sabbath is an im- 
pertinence.” Price, 10 cents. 


The False Teaching of the Christian 
Charch. ‘‘The Thirty-nine Articles of 
the Christian church are thirty-nine poor. 
broken-down opinions.” Price, 10 cents. 

The Foolishness of Prayer. ‘‘ Think of 
aminister’s praying God to kill grasghop: ers, 
or trying to induce the Deity to undertake a 
crusade of one against the Colorado beetle!” 
Price, 10 cents. 

Followers of Jesus. Price, 10 cents. 


Spiritualism: Is It a Faith or a Fact? 


rice, 5 cents. 
Religious Problems. Price, 10 cents. 
Was Jesus Insane? Price, 10 cents. 


The Public Schools and the Catholic 
Church. Price, 5 cents, 


YouR Own 
PRINTING. 


Card Press $3. Size for cir- 
culars or small newspaper 
$22. Saves you money and 
makes money printing for 
ej Deighbors. rinted in- 
structions. Send stamp for 
catalogue of propsos, ype, 
ards, etc., to the factory. 
KELSEY & CO. Meriden, Connecticut, 
a a E 


Do 


R 9, al i ices. Views ill 
every subject for PUBL EXHIBITIONS, etc. 
Of A profitable bustnecs for a man with a smal capital. Also 
Lanterna for Heme Amusements. 238 page Catalogue free. 


MCALLISTER, Mfg. Optician, 49 Nassau St., N.Y e 
per weer, 


$25 to $0 raze 


Gentlemen, using: or selling 
“Old Reliable Plater.” Only 
practical way to replate rusty and 
worn knives, forks, spoons, ete.; 
quickly done by dipping im melted 
metal. No experience, polishing. 

d or machinery, Thick plate at one 
operation; lasts & to 10 years; fine 
finish when taken from the plater. 
per Every family bas plating to do. 
F Piater selis readily. Profits large. 
Harrison & Co. Columbus, Oe 


` W.P. 
OBTAINED. 
EE a 
Terms Easy. 
Thirty-five years’ experience. Examinations and Re- 


rts free. Prompt attention. Send Drawing and d 
Teription to L. Pager & Co., Atty’s, Washington, D.v 


Pre ana Con of 


Supernatural Religion. 


Have We a Supernatural, Inspired. Mirao- 
ulous Religion? 


Panar I nanta» aloth. ap santa, 


te Th. Garon 


BIBLE MORALS. 


Twenty Crimes and Vices 
Sanctioned by Scripture. 
By J. E. RrmsBUBG. Price, 25 cents. 


THE BEST! 


«ito Wettstein” WATCH. 


Perfected. de l 
to heat, cold, and position, beautiful double sunk 
dial, and all modern improvements; guaranteed 
a perfect timer. Price, in silverine dust-proof 
cases, $17; 8-ounce coin silver, $22; 4-ounce, $23. 
In best filled gold case, open-face, dust-proof, $26; 
hinged case, $28 to $30; hunting, $al to $35; 14 
carat, solid gold, $45 to $150. Nickel works, $2 
more. 

Regular Grade American Watches.— 
Silverine case, 7 jewels, g 11 jewels, $7.50; 15 
jewels, $9; ditto, adjusted, $11; ditto, 17 jewels, 
$15. In finer cases, add as above. 

Ladies? American Gold Watches.—All 
latest styles, in plush cages; best filled, 7 jewels 
$14; 11 jewels, $15.50; 15 Jewels, $20; 14 carat solid 

old, $10 more. Heavier, more elaborate, and 

amond-set cases, from $5 to $100 more. 
_ All watches sent with written guarantee, kept 
in order 1 year, and after that time cleaned for 61 
and returned free. 

Sundries.—Lower grade nickel watches, $5, 
$4, and $8. Best spectacles, $1; best razor, $2; 
best triple-plated teaspoons, $1.80; table spoons 
$8.60, knives, $1.75; forks, $1.76; all for $6. Solid 
silyer spoons, $1.50 per ounce; solid silver souv- 
enir spoons, $1, $1.25, 81.50, $2 to $8. 

The Colonel Ingersoll.—Tea, $2.50 ;orange, 

2.75; sugar, $3;_gilt bowls, 50 cents more. Extra 

eavy teas, $8. Etched : 

“ The Time to de Happy ts Now,” 
50 cents extra. 

The Torch of Reason Badge, solid gold 
euameled in § colors, small pins, $2, $2.75, an 
$38.50. With diamands, $5, $8. Large, 85, 86, $7.50, 
$10, $15, 820, $30. 

amon Ss 20 per cent. below market price, 
Send for price lists, cards in colors and gold of 
badge, tracts, eto., free. goods prepata (ex- 
cept knives and forks) and oash refunded at op- 
tion. Watch cleaned $1, and returned free. 


OTTO WETTSTEIN, Rochelle, Il. 


WATBR OF LIEB 
Xe Doing Wonders in Curing the Sick. 


Write for pamphlet to J. R. PERRY 
No. 34 South Main stroet, Wiikesbarre, Pa’ 


Gá WHY a3 


I specially want 500 orders for books within the 
next three months. 


Friends will please send stamp for circulars and 
WHY. 


ELMINA DRAKE SLENEKER, 
Snowville, Va. 


To Regulate the 
STOMACH, LIVER 
ano BOWELS, take 


RIPANS TABULES, 


KOLM RW PRGQATADE, 


aN 1, 


THE 


OTED SPECIALIST, 


For Men Only, 


EEN 
Is a physician of a wide and extensive practice, 
and his remedies are, of the best. The Doctor 
treats all those peculiar diseases of yomg and 
middle-aged men, as the result of youthful errors 
and excesses, Causing Early Decay, Loss of Man- 


hood, Wasting Discharges, Varicocele, Mental 
and, Physioal Debility, Idiocy, Insanity, and 
eath, . 


To those afflicted and who are desirons of being 
cured a booklet of some 88 pages will be sent to 
their address for ten cents, sealed in a pisin 
envelope, giving causes and Symptoms of the 
Complaint and a description of the Doctor’s im- 
portant medical discovery an Outward Applica- 

ion—a positive cure—the only remedy of the 
kind in existence—with evidences of success. 
dress, DR. R. P, FELLOWS, 

_ Vineland, N. J. 
aad say you saw this advertisement in THE 
UTH SEEKER. 

Dri Follows is an Infidel. 


Ve 


CHARLES H. KERR &CO.’S. 


PUBLICATIONS. 


‘The Last Tenet; Imposed upon the Khan of | 


Tomathoz. $: Hudor Genone, author 


of “ Inquirendo Island.” Copiously illustrated ' 


with original drawings by Louis M. Glackens. 
12mo, 165 pages; cloth, $1.25; paper, 50c. 

Inquirendo Island. A novel. By Hudor 
Genone. 12mo, 353 pages; cloth, $1; paper, 
50c. “This book is to me a delightful sur- 

rise. In my judgment it is a stronger piece of 

ction than Edward Bellamy’s ' Looking Back- 
ward,’ which at times it reminds one of. Itis a 
merciless exposure of Pharisaism and hypoc- 
risy, which is so prevalent in fashionable Chris- 
tianity of to-day. It isa good book, and while 
it will offend many, should be read by all.”— 
{The Arena. 

Lecture on the Bible. By Rev. Charles 
Voysey, pastor of the Theistic church of Lon- 
don, with a new introduction by Rev. Herbert 
Taft Root. Paper, 37 pages; 20c. 

God in the Constitution, By Arthur B. 
Bradford. Paper, 18mo,18 pages; 10c. 

Evolution in its Relations to Evangelical 
Religion, By B. F. Underwood. Paper, 
24mo; 21 pages; 5c. 

The Change of Front of the Universe. 
By Minot J. Savage. Paper. 31 pages, 10c. 

A Study of Primitive Christianity, By 

Lewis G. Janes. Cloth, octavo, gilt 1 op, uncut 

edges, 319 pages; $1.25. ‘Dr. Janes is evidently 

‘@ thorou scholar, and one cannot fail to be 

impressed with the care, the honesty, the faith- 

fulness, the impartiality, the loye of truth, the 
conservatism exhibited throughout this admi- 
rable volume.”—[Popular Science Monthly. 

What Can Ethics Do For Us? By 
William Mackintire Salter. Paper, 12mo, 82 

_ pages, 19c. 

Freedom of Thought and of Speech. By 
William Mackintiro Salter. Paper, 12mo, 29 


4 


pages, 10c. 


The Morals of Christ. A comparison | 


with the contemporaneous systems of Mosaic, 
Pharisaic, and Greco-Roman ethics. By Austin 
Bierbower. Paper, 16mo, 200 pa es, 50c.; cloth, 
$1. ‘*Mr. Bierbower has carefully analyzed the 
old-world ethical systems which chiefly con- 
cern the modern civilized world, and in this 
hook he has so classified the elements revealed 
by that analysis as to give them a high scien- 
tific value. His book is almost as systematic as 
a treatise upon one of the exact sciences, and 
stands in fine contrast to the rambling, ethical 
discussion of which we hear so much and which 
leads us nowhere.” —[Chicago Daily News. 

Liberty aud Life. Seventeen discourses 
on the applications of scientific truth to morals 
and religion. By E.P. Powell. 12mo, 208 pages; 
cloth, $1; paper, 50c. “Strong, even bold, 
essays on ethical and religious subjects. They 
are the work of a man of vigorous intellect, who 
has studied the doctrine of evolution long and 
carefully, and bas not found it necessary to 
abandon all his old reverences. The discourses 
are full of interest to the casual reader by rea- 
son of their fund of anecdote and biographical . 
citation, and to the seeker for religious and 
moral truth they offer many helps.”—[Literary 

orld. 


Evolntion and Christianity. A Study. 
By J. C. F. Grumbine. Cloth, square 18mo, 
75 pages, 80c. “Mr, Grumbine’s statements are 
sound and well put. His book is the fruit of 
wide reading and investigation. It is a helpful 
one, is thoroughly interesting reading, and its 
presentation of the relation between evolution 
and Christianity includes much valuable 
thought.”—[Buffalo Express. 


Lessons From the World of Matter and 
the World of Man. By Theodore Parker. 


Selected from notes of unpublished sermons by 
Rufus Leighton. 12mo, 430 pages; cloth, $1.25; 


paper, 50c, 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
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By Pror. F. W. NEWMAN. 
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HUMOR AGAIN. 


And I will dash them one against another, even the fathers and 
the sons together, saith the Lord: Twill not pity, nor spare, nor have 
mercy, but destroy them.—Jere. xiii, 14. 


RELIGION NOT HISTORY. 


Examination of the Morals and History 


of the New Testament. 


Price 25 sents. 


A NEW BIBLE PICTURE-BOOK. i 


«INFIDELS AND CHARITY.” 


A Leaflet showing that the oft-repeated Chris- 
tian statement that Infidels do not contribute 
tonor found charities is a falsehood. Itought to 
be widely circulated to meet the calumny. Price, 
6 cents; 50 cents a dozen. Address THE TRUTH 
SEEKER, 28 Lafayette place, New York. 


er 


Old ‘Testament Stories 


Comically Illustrated. 


Exposure 


by 


: Ridicule. 


The Stories Humorously Told—And Hard Facts 
Given Concerning the Origin and Authenticity of the 
Old Testament—A Page of Text to Each Picture. : 


Sustaining a Theory, 

Some Giants, 

The Adventures and Work of Noah, 
A Hunting Anecdote, 

Abraham, Christ's Great Ancestor, 
A Queer Family, — — 

Isaac and His “Sister, 

One of Twins, 


CONTENTS: 


Jacob and Esau, 

Joseph the Man of Dreams, 

Holy Moses, 

Balaam the Diviner, 

Bloody Joshua, 

The Campaign of Deborah and Barak 
Against Jabin and Sisera, 

General Gideon, 3 


400 Pages. 200 


4 


Exposure 


Full~Page 
Pictures. 


Jephthah and His Human Sacrifice, 
Samson the Strong, 

Ruth and Boaz, 

Unstable as Water, God Shall Not Excel, 
David, God's Favorite, i 
Some Stories from the Book of Kings, 
Adventures of the Prophets, 

Jonah the Truthful Sailor. 


Boards, illuminated covers, 81 3 cloth, gilt side stamp, $1.50. 
| Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


The Ethical Problem. By Dr. 


The Open Court Publishing Company's 


Publications. 


Three Introductory Lectures on the 
Science of Thought. By F. Max Mül- 
ler. 1. The Simplicity of Language; 2 ‘The 
Identity of Language and Thought, and_ 8. 
The Simplicity of Thought. With an appendix 
which contains & correspondence on “Thought 
Without Words,” between F. Max Muller and 
Francis Galton, the duke of Argyll, George J. 
Romanes, and others. Neatly bound in cloth. 
Price, 750. 

Three Lectures on The Science of Lane 
guage. By Prof. F. Max Miiller. The 
Oxford University Extension Lectures. With 
a supplement, * My Predecessors.” an esspy on 
genesis of et Science of Thought.” 118 
pages; cloth. Price, 5c. 


The Psychology of Attention, By Th. 
Ribot, brofessor of Comparative and Experi- 
mental Psychology at the College de France, 
and editor of the Revise Phitosopnique. At~ 
thorized translation. Treating of the following 
topics: 1 Spontaneous, or Nattral, Atteution. 
—a, Emotional states; b, Physical manifesta- 
tions; o, Surprise. 2. Voluntary, or Artificial, 
Attention.—a, Its mechanism; b, Inhibition; c, 
The feeling of effort. 8. The Morbid States of 
A tention.—a, Distraction; b, Hypochondria; 
c, Fixed ideas and ecstasy; d, Idio«y; e, Atten- 
tion in sleep and hypnosis. Cloth, 5c. 

Fundameatal Problems. The Method of 


Philosophy as a Systematic Arrangement of 
Knowledge. By Dr. Paul Carus. Price, $1. 


The Psychic Life of Micro-Organisms. 


A Study in Experimental Psychology. By Al- 
fred Binet. Translation from the French with 
the sanction of theanthor. Treating of the fol- 
lowing subjects: 1, The Psychology of the Cell 
—Introductory. 2. The Structural and Psycho- 
logical Character of Proto-Organisms: Motory 
and Sensory Organs. 3. The Psychology of 
Nutrition: J olophytic. Saprophytic, and Ani- 
mal Nutrition; Predatory Habits of Certain 
Animaleu'a. 4. Colonies of Unicellular Organ- 
.isms. 5. Fecundation of Proto-Organisms. 6. 
Fecundation ot Hizher Animals and Plants. 7. 
The Physio'ogical Function of the Nucieus. 8. 
Correspondence b-tween Alfred Binet and Ch, 
` Richet (prof-ssor of physiology in the Faculty of 
` Medicine at Paris) respecting cellular psychol- 
ogy. 10.n0, 185 pages; cloth, %5c.; paper, 50r. 


Wheelbarrow Articles and Discussions 


on the Labor Question, Including the 
Controversy with Mr, Lyman F. Gage on, the 
Ethics of the Board of Trade; and also the Cun: 
troversy with Mr. Hugh . Pentecost, and 
‘thers, on the Single Tax Question. Elegant 
cloth binding, portrait of the author, and autos 
graph letter. Price, $1 


The Idea of God, By Dr. Paul Carus, 


Being a disquisition on the development of 
the idea of Godin human thought and history; 
discussing: 1. The Nature of Ideas. 2. The 
ymology of The Word God. 8. God an Abstract 
Idea. 4. The Gonceptiong ot God (Polytheism, 
Monoth. ism, Pantheism, Theism, and Atheism). 
5. Definitions of the Idea of God. 6. Entheism, 
the Monastic Conception of God. Price, 15c. 


Epitomes of Three Sciences, 1. Com- 


parative Philology: The Study of Sanscrit. B 
rof. H. Oldenverg, of the University of Kiel. 
—a, Sanscrit Research; b, From Jones to Las- 
sen; c, The Discovery of the Veda; d, The ID- 
terpretation of the Veda; e, The History of the 
Vedic Epoch. 2. Experimental Psychology 
y Prof# Joseph Jastrow, of the University of 
isconsin.—a, Aspects of Modern Psychology; 
b. Psychology in Germany; c, Psychology in 
France and Italy; & Psychology in Great Brit- 
ain and the United States. 3. Old Testament 
History: or, The Rise of the people of Israel. 
By Prof. C. H. Cornell, of the niversity of 
Koní sberg a, The Traditions of the People of 
Israel; b, The Migrations of the Tribes of 
rael; c, The Conquest of Palestine and the 
ingdom ofIsrael. With especial introductions 
by Professors Oldenberg and Cornell, and pref- 
atory remarks by the editor of the Open 
Court. Elegant cloth binding. Price, 75c. 


Paul 
Carus. Three Lectures, delivered before the 
Society for Ethical Culture of Chicago_at the 
invitation of the Board of Trustees: 1. Ethics, 
a Science; 2. The Data of Ethics; 8, The The- 
ories of Ethics. 112 pages, cloth. Price, 50c. 

On Double Consciousness. Experimental 
Psychological Studies. By Alfred Binet. Table 
of contents: 1. Introductory; Experimental 
Psychologyin France. 2. Proof of Double Con- 
sciousness in Hysterical Individuals. 3. The 
Relations between the Two Consciousnesses of 
Hysterical Individuals. 4. The Hysterical Hye. 
5. Mechanism or Subconsciousness? 6. e 
Graphic Method and the Doubling of Conscious- 
ness. 7. The Intensity of Subconscious States. 
8. The Role of Suggestion in Phenomena of 
Double Consciousness. 9. Double Conscious- 
ness in Health. 98 pages, paper. Price, 50c. 


The Lost Mannscript. A Novel. By 
Gustave Freytag. A handsome, elegantly 
bound edition of this famous and popular Ger- 
man romance. The author writes as a motto 
for the American edition: “A noble buman 
life does not end on earth with death. It con- 
tinues in the minds and deeds of friends, as well . 
as in the thoughts and the activity of the na- 
tion.” Ia two octavo volumes; boxed, Price, $4. 


Diseases of Personality. By Th. Ribot. 
Authorized translation. Treating of the follow- 
ing subjects: 1. Nature of Personality and 
consciousness. 2. Organic Disorders. 3. Emo- 
tional Disorders. 4. Intellectual Troubles. 5. 
Dissolution of the Personality. Cloth, 75c. 


The Soul of Man, An Investigation of 
the Facts of Physiological and Experimental 
Psychology. By Dr. PaulCarus. With 152 Illus- 
trative Cuts and Diagrams. Price $3, pages 480. 
Printed on extra fine paper, handsomely bound: 
in cloth. The subject-matter of the work is 
divided into the following, sections: 1. The 
Philosophical Problem, of Mind. 2. The Rise of 
Organic Life. 3. Fhysiological Facts of Brein- 
Activity. 4. The Immortality of the Race and 
the Dats of Propagation. 5. The Investiga- 
tions of Experimental Faychology. 6. The Eth- 
ical and Religious Aspects of Soul-Life. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
%8 Lafayette Place, New York. 


San Gabriel Valley, Southern Cal, 


Choice Lands for sale by E. J. BALDWIN in 
the famous SANTA ANITA and adjacent. 
Ranchos. Tracts one acre to ten thousand. Per- 
fect for Orange, Lemon, English Walnut, Olive, 
and all deciduous fruit. General Farming, Stock, 
and Dairy., Combines Best Land, Water, Climate, 
and location in the world. For particulars 


ddr H. A. UNRUH, Arcadia, Los Angeles 
county, Oalifornia. ; . E 


28 LAFAYETTE pi} $3.00 Per Year. 
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WHO HAS THE TRUTH ?—ASSERTIONS NOT AS 


SURING ARGUMENTS. 


E j 
-N i 


Antiquity 
Unveiled. 


—o— 


Ancient Voices 
from the Spirit 
Realm disclose the 
most Startling Rev- 
elations. 


Proving Christianity 
to be of 
Heathen Origin, 


(ILLUSTRATED.] 
Price, - - - - 81.50. 


` 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 
Lan aa N oleae 


SCIENCE VS, RELIGION, 


OR, THE 
Confllet between Reason and Superstition, 
By T. C. WIDDICOMBE, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


Price, 10 cents. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


Is Controversy Dangerous? 


By W. F. JAMIESON. 


This little book goes down to the very bed- 
rock of human liberty. 


Price, - - - - 2 cents. 
Address. THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER LIBRARY. 


Issued Monthly. 
Subscription price, $3 per annum. 


No. BOOKS ISSUED. Price. 
1. The Truth Seeker Annual and Freethink- 


Christianity a Fiction. 
Astronomical and Astrologic- 
al Origin of all Religions. 


ers’ Almanac, 1891.........--+ ENER 
By DR. J. H. MENDENHALL. 2. Men, Women, and Gods. Helen H. Gar- 
Explanatory notes compiled and arranged by | s, ago ot Boason. thomas Painan Ci. 2 


the late Jonathan M. Roberts. Price, 50 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


MY RELIGIOUS EXPE- (F : 


. The Higher Criticiom in Theology and 


——— 13. Infidel Death-beds. G. W. Foote,....... 25 
14. Rightsof Man. Thomas Paine., Llust’d. 40 
By S. P. Putnam. 15. C 
j | 16- Pulpit, Pew, and Cradle. Helen H. Gar- 


4. Answers =o Christian Questions. D. M. 
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dener 
7. Bible Morals. John E. Remsburg 


1 25 
‘ ; yd ; 18. Awful Disclosures of Maria Monk... 50 
Being the story of his religious life and mental 19 Pocket ‘Theology. Voltaire.......- 25 


ourneyings. Written in his happiest and most 
rilliant way, and is the best of all his splendid 


works. Price, 25cents. Address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


20. Pushed by Unseen Hands. H. H. Gar- 
deoner.....sseeesereseo E T Kewa 50 
21. History of Religion. E. E. Evans....... 20 


OTHER NUMBERS IN PREPARATION. 
_ Yearly subscribers will receive all, the books 
issued during the year. Single copies of- each 
book sent upon receipt of price. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


CHEAP EDITION. 


Travels in Faith. pernp SHORT 
von owrwooumcsnses.' [HISTORY OF THE BIBLE, 


orthodoxy to Rationalism. 
Price, paper, 25 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 
: Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


The Clergyman’s Victims, 


A LIBERAL SIORY. 
Price, 25 cents. 


A Popular Account of the Formation and Development 
of the Canon. : 


By BRONSON D. KEELER. 


Contents: The Hebrew Canon. The New Tes- 
tament. The Early Controversies. The Books at 
First Not Considered Inspired. Were the Fathers 
Competent? The Fathers aoted as Soripture 
Booka Which are Now Called Apocryphal. The 
Heretics. Bes Christian Canon. 


By Mas. E. J. BALL. aper, 60 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


in 

effect of Christianity on the ] I 
what Christians have done toadyance their relig- 
jon and impede the progress of man. It 
that Jesus was a false prop) 
are not authentic, and that 
rowed system of religion. That the Bible is not 
in accord with Science, ne} 
scheme is futile and foolish, and that religion is 
not areal benefit to man. 


Hard Knocks 
at Christianity. 


By R. WHEELER. 


This book is just what, its title implios—thump- 
whacks at superstition. It deals with tho 
world, showing 


shows 
t, that the gospels 
hristianity is a bor- 


that the atonement 


Price, 20 cents, six for $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Force and Matter; 


Principles of the Natural Order of ‘the Uni- 


verse, with a System of Moraliy 
Based Thereon. 


By Proressor LUDWIG BUCHNER, MLD. 


VUNTENTS ¢ 
The Fitness of Things in 
Nature (Teleology), 


an, 
Brain and Mind, 


force and Matter, 
Immortality of Matter, 
Immortality of Forces, 


infinity of Matter, 
Value of Matter, Thought, 
Motion, Consciousness, 
Form, Seat of the Soul, 
Tmmutability of Natural Innate Ideas 
Laws, The Idea of God, 
Universality of Natural Personal Continuance, 
Laws, Vital Force, 


‘The Heavens, _ The Soul of Brutes 
Periods of the Creation Free Will, 

of the Earth, Morality, _... 
Original Generation, Concluding Observ» 
Secular Generation, tions. 


prion. 6150. Address THE TRUTH SEEKÉN 


Priestly Celibacy Exposed. 


By Rev. G. T. Fox, M.A. 
Price, 15 cents. Address this office. 


98 


‘The Ider of Creation, | TRO 


CONFLICT BETWEEN GENESIS AND SOINEN. 


A CONTROVERSY | TAG 
Hon. v a conn Tron fiax OLLER 
Prora E. LYNN LINTON. 


12mo, 178 pp.? paper, 50 ots.; cloth, Të eta. 
_ ooon 


R“LIGION OF HUMANITY 


BETTER THAN 


ETERNAL PUNISHMENT. 
By M. BABCOCK. 


Answers to Christian Questions 
“And Arguments. 


Paper, 146 DP-, 25 a 


10 cents. 


By D. M. BENNETT. 


THE 
LOGIC OF DEATH, 


Why Should the Atheist Fear to Die? 
By J. G. HOLYOAEKE. Price, 5 cents 


PHILOSOPHY OF SPIRITUALDM 


ÅND TREATMENT oF MrpioMantia. 
By R. F. Marvin, M.D. Cloth, 50 cents. 


AMBERLEY’S LIFE OF JESUS. 
HIS CHARACTER anD DOCTRINES. 
From the “Analysis of Re:igious Belief.’ 
By VISCOUNT AMBERLEY. 
rih . : > o> = 50 cents. 
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n of the 
Pap., 40c.; clo-, 


60c.; clo., 75c. 
Common Sense. 


Great Works. 
ity ges, $4.50 

edges, $4.50. 
Life of. 
Port. Pap. 


Life of. 


portrait, 60c._, 
Life of. With 


trait. $1 


Lithograph of. 


Testimonials to 


mas Paine’s Works. 


leather, $4; 


- Comte and Rousseau. : 
Blanchard. Pap., 40c.; clo., with 


t 


Age of Reason, Pap., 25c.; 
6 copies for $1; clo., 50c. 


Age of Reason and Examina- 
lo 


Prophecies. 


7c. 
postie of Lolita and Re- 
-ligious Liberty, (Life.) By 
J. Ss ee ae Pap.. 


Written in 


1776. 15C., . 
Crisis. Written During Am. 
Revolution. Pap., 40c.; Clo., 750. 


8vo. 800 pp., 


morocc6, 


By J. E. Remsburg. 
z, 50C- 
With Remarks ot 


By C 


Explanatory 


Observations. By G. Vale. Por- 


Heavy plate 


Paper, 22x28, PE 7 

Political and Religious Re- 
former. By B. F. Under- 
wood. 10c. 

Political Works: ‘t Commor 
Sense,” “Crisis,” “Rights oj 


Answer to 


Burke’s Attack on French Revo- 
tution. Pap., 40c.; 


cio., 750. 
His Merits. 


Compiled by J. N. Moreau. 10c 
Theological Works: ‘‘Age ol 
Reason,” “ Examination of Proph 
ecies,” etc., with Life of Pain 
and steel port. $1.50. 
Vindication of, Reply to N. Y. 
Observer. By R.G. Ingersoll. 10c 


Address The Truth Seeker Company: 


POPES AND THEIR DOINGS. 
Vicars of Christ and Vicegerents of God. 


Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. receipt of one dollar. 


FILE BINDERS. 


Those who preserve the volumes of Tae TRUTH 
SEEKER need a File Binder, which we will send on 


ILIGA umena 


J.D. Shaw’s Books, 


The Bible: What Is It? A pamphlet con- 
taining eight chapters, in refutation of the 
assumption that the Bible is a divine book of 

ure thought, and correct in all ita utterances. 
rice, 25 cents. 


Studies In Theology. A clear exposition 
of the biblical story of man’s “creation,” and 
“ourse,” theologically denominated “ the fall. 
Price, 10 cents. tj 

The Bible Against Itself. Containing 
one hundred and fifty plain self-contradictions 
ofthe Bible, involving questions of theology, 
morals, and history. Price, 10 cents. 


The Human Nature of Jesus. A refuta- 

tion of the assumption that he was a divine 

rson, and that he was the fulfillment of Old 
estament prophecies. Price, 10 cents. 


Liberalism. Tréating the subject from a 
negative and affirmative standpoint, showing 
what it is not and whatitis: Price,5 cents. 

Address _ THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
i 28 Lafayette place, New York. 


Pocket Theology. 


By VOLTAIRE. 


Terse, witty, and sarcastic dafinitions of theo. 
logical terms. Price, 2% cexits. 


Spread 


_ Freethought. 


me Fill out the accompanying Subscription 
Blank and forward to The Truth Seeker, 28 


Lafayette place, New York. 


We mail this issue of Tax Truru Szexer to many Lib- 


erals who are not now subscribers with the hope that they 


will forward their subscriptions. 


As a special inducement we will send the paper to new 


Trial Subscfibers 


Three Months for 50 Cents. 


We feel 


Truta Sereg for three months will renew his subscription. 


confident that everyone 


an i 
zu I 


©ERMS AND SUBSGRIPIION BuANK 


x Tbe Truth Seeker. ie 


QE Drafto, Checho and Money Orders, to be madre payable to 
E. M. MACDONALD, 


C2 TERMS SD 
E AI SAMPLE COPIES FREE. 
Tares months, (trial subscribers,) in advance, 0.75 One subscription with two new subscribers, in 
eS j S - . > 1.50 one remittance, - 5 = © = = $700. 
ingle su scription, one year, - 3.00 One subscription with three new subscribers, in z 
One subscription two years, *" “ : 5.00 one remittance, - 5 = se ee 8.50 
Two new subscribers, ai Eo e a 5.00 One subscription with four new subscribers, in 
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the public schools. It would add immensely to 
their usefulness.” Several priests of that city hav 
expressed themselvs as favorable to the submission 
of such a proposition to city councils, providing 
Cardinal Gibbons indorsed it. 

This plan carried out would be nothing more or 
less than a presentation of Baltimore’s educational 
facilities to the Roman church. It would be an 
outrage upon every non-Catholic in the city, and 
the fact that the church is bold enough to propose 
the scheme is evidence that it is not unlikely to be 
perfected. Rome makes few political mistakes, and 


by the. week, like the agents of this society, or by 
the crime, as in common cases, is in general a man 
of very indifferent character. So much fraud and 
deception are necessary for carrying on his trade— 
it is so odious to his fellow-subjects—that no man of 
respectability will ever undertake it. It is evidently 
impossible to make such a character otherwise than 
odious. A man who receives weekly pay for prying 
into the transgressions of mankind, and bringing 
them to consequent punishment, will always be hated 
by mankind, and the office must fall to the lot of 
some man of desperate fortunes and ambiguous 
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eittia and allows no opportunity to escape her. By form- 
ing the minds of children she captures the coming 
generation, and Catholic politicians and parents are 
her most submissiv slaves. It is for these reasons 
that her growth-is dangerous, and that the figures 
in the new directory should cause alarm to all who 
love liberty. 


quite clear that every species of wickedness and ex- 
tortion will be the consequence.” 

The opinion current in this city regarding these 
fellows is that they punish when they cannot black- 
mail. That on small salaries many of them accumu- 
late considerable property seems to bear out this 
more than whispered suspicion. Personally, they 
are of the classes they follow, and if seeking con- 
genial companions or amusement would go to the 
saloons and dives, unless, as some do, they “ work 
the religious racket” and pose as models of morality 
when in reality they are the grossest of hypocrits. 

A bill has been introduced in the legislature of 
the state to make inducers of crime equally guilty 
with the one committing it. It ought to pass into 
law, and another law ought to pass into force 
abolishing all private societies of the kind presided 
over by Parkhurst and Gerry and the soapboiler of 
John street. Our constitutional officers are quite 
capable of coping with all the crime committed, or 
if not they can be removed and capable ones sub- 
stituted. There is no earthly need for the Society 
for the Prevention of Crime, or Cruelty to Children, 
or Suppression of Vice. All that they do that is 
well can be done better by the regular officials, and 
their wretched agents would then be deprived of 
their power to use the machinery of law to punish 
those who will not pay. 
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SPECIAL NOTICE.—We shall be obliged to our 
readers if they will send us the name and address of 
any Freethinker who is not a regular subscriber. 


Justice Tone in at Least One Instance. 
The Rev. Parkhurst’s chief spy has been convicted 
of blackmailing a keeper of a disreputable house, 
and now inhabits a cell in the city prison. There 
seemed to the jury to be no doubt of his guilt, and 
probably there is not, whatever one may think of 
the motivs of the police who “ made a case” against 
him. 

This Gardner is not the only “ agent” of a private 
society who ought to be in jail. There are two 
other societies in this town which interfere in the 
public business and whose agents are charged with 
acquiring wealth through corrupt dealings. In 
fact two “ detectivs ” employed by one of them are 
now in limbo, we believe. And the chief “agent” 
of the other ought to hav been long ago deprived 
of his liberty to injure others. From Parkhurst 
masquerading as a “ Western gent” witnessing in- 
decent orgies to the boy carrying the smutbags of such 
fellows as the John street soapboiler employs, the 
whole lot are the outcome of a vicious principle en- 
grafted on our system of criminal jurisprudence, and 
naturally induce and commit more crime than they 
prevent. What Sidney Smith said of the English 
prototypes of these kind of moral scavengers isas true 
now as then: “It is hardly possible that a society for 
the suppression of vice can ever be kept within the 
bounds of good sense and moderation. If there are 
many members who hav really become so from a 
feeling of duty, there will necessarily be some who 
enter the society to hide a bad character and others 
whose object it is to recommend themselvs to their 
betters by a sedulous and bustling inquisition into 
the immoralities of the public. The loudest and 
noisiest suppressors will always carry it against the 
more prudent part of the community; the most 
violent will be considered as the most moral, and 
those who see the absurdity will, from the fear of 
being thought to encourage vice, be reluctant to 
oppose it. . . . Beginning with the best inten- 
tions in the world, such societies must in all 
probability degenerate into a receptacle for every 
species of tittle-tattle, impertinence, and malice. 
Men whose trade is rat-catching, Jove to catch rats; 
the bug-destroyer seizes on his bug with delight ; 
and the suppressor is gratified by finding his 
vice. The last soon becomes a mere tradesman 
like the others; none of them moralize 
or lament that their respectiv evils should exist in 
the world. The public feeling is swallowed up in 
the pursuit of a daily occupation, and in the display 
of technical skill. . . . An informer, whether paid 


A Growing Danger. 

Advance sheets of the Catholic directory re- 
port a growth of that church at once gratifying to 
the pope and dangerous to the country. At the 
head of the list of officials is Satolli, the “apostolic 
delegate,” or pope’s henchman. Then comes Car- 
dinal Gibbons. The archbishops number 14; the 
bishops, 73; the priests, 9,338; the seminarians, 
2,575; the churches, 8,431; the chapels and sta- 
tions, ‘3,920; the seminaries, 33; the colleges, 117; 
the academies, 644; the parochial schools, 3,585 ; 
the pupils in the parochial schools, 731,385; the 
charitable institutions, 647; and the total Roman 
Catholic population is reported at 8,632,521. 

It is a bad showing, if correct. Every Romanist 
is at heart an enemy of republican institutions. 
The church officials are despots, greedy of power 
and money, and willing to use both in the most 
unscrupulous manner to further their purposes. 
. Already they hav the two chief cities of the country 
in their political grasp, the public schools in many 
places are under their control, and a large portion 
of the property is held by them tax-free and useless to 
the community. Politically they are working 
quietly, though surely, but boldly as to the schools. 
It is their desire to turn the public into what would 
be practically parochial schools, and to do this they 
“use every means of bargain and compromise that 
the cases respectivly call for. In Baltimore a 
circular embodying the views of Archbishop Ireland 
on the school question has been quietly circulated 
in the last week among the priests, Catholicmembers 
of the city council, and officials of the municipal 
government. The circular suggests the following 
legislation: “1. If the city and state would 
affiliate our schools to the public schools, placing 
the secular education under the superintendent of 
the same. 2. By renting our schools at a nominal 
price, which would exempt the state from a con- 
siderable expense. 3. That our teachers be 
Catholic. 4. That we grant to the commis- 
gibners of the public schools the right 
to .examin our teachers and also the 
right to examin the pupils, to know if their progress 
in secular education be satisfactory. 5. That we 
would claim all the rights and privileges of the 
public schools for the support of our schools. 
These are all the conditions the state requires, and 
hence we demand all the rights and privileges of 


The World Grows Better As It Grows Impious. 

Because religion is declining, the clergy say that 
the world is growing worse. This is egregiously 
false. In every respect, mental and moral and 
physical, mankind is improving. 

For instance, the annual report of the Toynbee 
Hall Settlement, in the East End of London, for 
1892, says that there has been improvement in the 
housing of the poor and in the order of the streets, 
a distinct rise in the rate of wages, baths and 
libraries hav become more numerous, and 
altogether the standard of living is higher. 

George du Maurier, the English artist, is author- 
ity for the statement that women are growing taller, 
broader, and generally healthier. This pleasing 
change is ascribed to physical culture, and it is 
being prophesied that in time women will become 
the physical equals of men. 

The use of wine at dinner, remarks Chauncey 
Depew, has been decreasing for several years. In 
novels and autobiographies of fifty and one hundred 
years ago “one-bottle,” “two-bottle,” and “ three- 
bottle” men formed a feature of the description of 
the society of the period. They did not take light 
wines either, but solid sherries, ports, and Madeiras. 
We learn that it was common at these entertain- 
ments for a number of the guests to be hopelessly 
intoxicated. The fact that. the diner-out was apt 
to get in this condition did not impair his popular- 
ity or his standing among his friends. One may 
dine now every night in the year and never meet with - 
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a tipsy person. It is because we drink very much 
lighter wines, and less of them. Mr. Depew goes 
on to say: “ As matters are now progressing in the 
social world the next generation will be found 
dieting under medical directions. They will be 
enjoying ‘better health, doing a larger amount of 
work, and enduring a greater social strain in- a 
festiv way, and having a better time than their 
fathers did.” 


Holy. Russia. 

Reports from Russia continually direct attention 
to the baneful results of religion and despotism. 
` The soil of that country is fertil, minerals abound, 
and all the natural conditions of prosperity are 
present. But the church has suppressed education, 
science, and every form of knowledge, in order 
that people should not question her dogmas; and 
the government has eradicated all habits of inde- 
pendence and self-improvement, so that its extor- 
tionate rule may be perpetuated. The consequences 
are dreadful. 

Count Bobrinsky writes: 

£‘ Apart from their need of daily bread, fuel is likewise 
required by the distressed population. There is a dearth 
of straw, of coal, and of wood, and the shivering inmates 
tear down the thatched roofs of their huts or break up 
their carts and other useful domestic appliances to provide 
fuel. To crown all, typhus and epidemics among children 
are appearing. The scene presented on a walk through 
any part of the district is ghastly in the extreme, heart- 
rending spectacles meeting one’s gaze at every turn— 
cold, damp huts, with moldy walls, the snow falling 
through the apertures of the roof (the thatch having been 
used as fuel), the flooring coated with mud, while on the 
top of the spacious stove lie huddled together five or six 
individuals in the paroxysms of typhus fever, unattended, 
and without even bread and milk, and several months of 
winter weather still before us.’ 

A correspondent of Selskiya Viédomonsti from 
the province of Viatka givs a description of 
the manner in which the peasants of his locality 
plowed their fields last spring and autumn. “In 
our region,” he says, “the ground is turned up 
with the plow only once in the season, and always 
with the archaic pickax plow (an implement seen 
only in Russia). For want of horses the peasants 
drew the plow themselvs by the following con- 
trivance. Between the thills, in the place where 
the hind legs of the horse are to go, a common 
cartwheel is fixed to mark the track for the plow 
and to keep the thills from falling to the ground. 
In the place where the fore legs of the horse are 
to go a man is hitched, so that while he helps 
pulling the plow he holds the ends of the thills 
with his hands to keep them steady, that they should 
not dangle sideways. To the hook of the plow, 
above the ground, a rope is attached, from which 
four lines with loops are drawn. These are the 
pulling lines, which the men take over their 
shoulders. Another peasant walks behind the 
plow pressing it down in the usual way. Six per- 
sons are required to pull the plow, but where 
the ground is hard one more person is needed to 
help push it from behind. Men and women to- 
gether worked at their plows in this manner last 
spring and autumn.” 

The organ of the English Jewish committees, 
Darkest Russia, suspended publication awhile ago 
on the assurance that, if it ceased, Russia would 
modify her persecution. Those who knew Russia 
laughed at this, but the promis came from a 
‘quarter which could not well be ignored. Now 
that oppression has become worse than ever, Dark- 
est Russia will appear again. 

A writer in the English Contemporary Review 
says that the czar persecutes the Jews not because 
of innate cruelty but through religious zeal. He 
states: “ Those who maintain that the czar is kept 
in complete or even partial ignorance of the cruel 
measures adopted in his name, or else that his 
boasted love of his people is but the varnish of 
hypocrisy, are a8 much astray in the matter of fact 
as in their appreciation. Cold-blooded cruelty or 
savage hatred is not the correct name of the motivs 
that inspired the slaughter of the Amalekites by 
Saul, or the Autos-da-fe of. Arbues de Epila; and 
it should not be forgotten that there is a moral 
ailment called a false conscience, the effect of which 
is to poison the’ action without vitiating its source. 


‘Men never do wrong so thoroughly and cheer- 
fully,’ says Pascal, ‘as when they are obeying the 
prompting of a false principle of conscience.’” 

Russia is an example of true Christianity valu- 
able beyond all theories as an object-lesson. If 
the people of this country will only study her his- 
tory and take note of her present condition they 
would want no union of church and state and no 
real Christianity. The Greek Catholic church is the 
older of the two branches, and, while its operations 
hav been confined to eastern Europe, it has wrought 
its work no less completely than has its Roman 
sister in the countries she controled. 


Horace Greeley’s Sanity Sustained. 


The Detroit, Mich., Evening Journal of January 
27th printed this: 


Horace Greeley on Thomas Paine. 

“ Horace Greeley in 1850-was invited to attend a ball and 
supper in honor of the birthday of the great Infidel. In- 
stead of going, he wrote an editorial in the Tribune, from 
which we take an extract: 

***(Paine’s) writings are grossly distasteful to us, not 
merely nor mainly on account of their Infidelity. Skep- 
ticism may be and has been so expressed as to win the 
profound respect of the most devout believer. But when 
a man places himself in ostentatious hostility to the con- 
victions of the wise and good of fifteen centuries, ‘a 
decent respect for the opinions of mankind’ (as the 
Declaration of Independence phrases it), should teach 
a man to speak considerately, tenderly, respectfully. 
But Paine had no such idea. He sat down in the French 
prison, to which his brother Infidels had most causelessly 


consigned him, to overthrow the religion of the Bible |. 


without a copy of that book at hand—without having ever 
carefully or dispassionately considered its claims to 
credence, or the evidence which sustains them—assuming 
that such and such were the doctrins of Christ, because 
somebody said so, and that Christ was an impostor because 
those doctrins did not square with his notions of reason 
and divinity. The tone of his work is presumptuons, 
scoffing, ribald, dogmatic, insolent. . Such a work 
could hay but these effects—to encourage lewd reprobate 
boys in pursuing the course dictated to them by their 
fierce, unregulated passions, on which the religion of the 
Bible was their only practical check, and to impel devout, 

reverent, exemplary Christians to a deeper dislike of In- 
fidelity in all its forms, judging its intrinsic character by 
this God-defying manifestation.’ ” 


Mr. Wm. Lewis, of the same state, forwarded it 
to us with an inquiry as to its falsity. We sent it 
to the Tribune repeating the inquiry; the follow- 
ing note is the result : 

*‘ New YorRE, Feb. 9, 1892. 

“Mr. E. M. MAODONALD, THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafay- 
ette place, New York, Dear Sir: Your note of the 3d 
inst., inclosing a note from Monroe, Michigan, is just at 
hand. 

“ We hav been searching the files of the Tribune for 
1850, but hav not found the editorial to which reference 
is made. And judging from the extract itself, I should 
say that it is very unlikely that it was written by Mr. 
Greeley, or was published in the Tribune, I return it 
herewith, and am, Very respectfully, 

“D. NicHorson.” 

We agree with Mr. Nicholson that Mr. Greeley 
was not the man to hav written it, inasmuch as he 
was the first president of the New York (now the 
Manhattan) Liberal Club, and held the office for 
many years, which organization particularly delights 
in celebrating the birthday of Thomss Paine and 
honoring his memory. The extract reads much 
more like the ranting of some little Christian minis- 
ter than the deliberate opinion of a great editor. 


Some Handsome Premiums. 


To induce new subscriptions and prompt renew- 
als on the part of our friends we make the follow- 
ing handsome premium offers: 

For $5.00 we will send Taz Truru SEEKER one 
year ($3.00) and “ Paine’s Great Works Complete ” 
(3.00). This edition of Paine’s works contains a 
picture of Paine, of the statue proposed to be 
erected in Chicago, and of his monument in New 
Rochelle. 

For $5.00 we will send Taz Truru SErKER one 
year ($3.00) and “The World’s Sages, Thinkers, 
and Reformers” ($3.00). By D. M. Bennett. 

For $4.50 we will send Taz TRUTH SEEKER one 
year ($3) and a cloth-bound copy of “ Bible Myths ” 
($2.50). 

For $4.50 we will send Taz TRUTH SEEKER one 
year ($3) and “The Freethinker’s Pictorial Text- 
Book” in cloth ($2.50). 


For $4 we will send Tuz Terura SEEKER one year 
($3) and “ The Freethinker’s Pictorial Text-Book” 
in boards ($2). 

For $4 we will send Taz Trurs Sezxzr one year 
($3) and a copy of “ Old Testament Stories Comic- 
ally Ilustrated ” in cloth covers ($1.50). 

For $3.50 we will send Tuz Trova SEEKER one 
year ($3) and “Old Testament Stories Comically 
Illustrated” in board covers ($1).. 

This is a splendid opportunity to obtain books 
which every Liberal desires to hav at an exceed- 
ingly low price. Old and new subscribers can avail 
themselvs of it, and we shall be glad if our present 
readers will call the attention of their friends to 
the ‘values offered. 


On Abraham Lincoln. 

Every seat in the big Broadway Theater was sold 
clear to the top gallery last Sunday night, the 
standing-room was all occupied, the stage crowded, 
and hundreds turned away unable to getin. It 
was the largest audience ever assembled at the 
theater. The occasion was the lecture of Colonel 
Ingersoll on Abraham Lincoln. Colonel Ingersoll 
spoke for over an hour and a half, and the audience 
listened with intentness to a magnificent tribute to 
a grand man. Lincoln was one of Colonel Inger- 
soll’s own sort—gentle, loving, and wise—and the 
greatest of orators had a most congenial theme in 
recalling the career of one of the greatest of states- 
men. 

The reports in the daily papers are of course but 
fragmentary and disjointed. But by special per- 
mission Tae Truts Seeker will print a full and ac- 
curate report next week, with thanks to Colonel 
Ingersoll and Mr. Farrell for the opportunity. 


Acknowledgment. 


Credit for a proper missionary spirit must be 
given to Charles P. Ludwig, T. N. Sherman, and 
Charles Wolsfeld. They want something done with 
Congress and the Christian superstition generally, 
and to hav it done the two former send us a dollar 
each and the latter three dollars. The money has 
already been used for the purpose indicated, and 
the gentlemen will please accept our thanks for 
their welcome aid. 


Seattle, Wash., is not a particularly pious place, 
but the Christians there are just as ugly as those 
anywhere. Two weeks ago two men were arrested 
for sliding downhill on Sunday, a most horrible 
crime as all will acknowledge, and it is surprising 
that the justice did not sentence them to state 
prison instead of discharging them. 


The Theistic discussion between Miss Chapman 
and her numerous critics in Tae Trura SEEKER 
recently has aroused John Peck, of Naples, and he 
sends us a contribution telling what he knows 
about God. Those who know Mr. Peck’s pungent 
and epigrammatic style will realize that when we 
print it—the week following Colonel Ingersoll’s 
speech on Abraham Lincoln—the Jewish Jehovah 
will get a raking over which would throw him 
into an old-fashioned passion if he were anything 
but a myth. 


These are the views of the state of Illinois, of- 
ficially expressed by its senate and house of rep- 
resentativs, upon the power of Congress. to 
virtually enact » Sunday law for that common- 
wealth: ‘Wuezrzas, There is now enjoyed by the 
people of the state of Illinois the reasonable liberty 
of devoting the first day of the week, commonly 
called Sunday, either to religion exclusivly or to 
religion and rest or to religion, rest, and recrea- 
tion, without undue restraint; and any attempt by 
the Congress of the United States by compulsory 
legislation or otherwise, to determin which of these 
modes of Sunday observance shall prevail any- 
where within the limits of this state is deemed by 
our citizens entirely beyond the jurisdiction of 
Congress, an encroachment upon their liberty and 
direct and dangerous opposition to the genius of 
American institutions.” There is some slight hope 
that Congress will itself take this view of the mat- 
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ter and rescind the Sunday-closing clause of the 
World’s Fair appropriation. 
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It is good news which our special correspondent 
at Paris, Tenn., sends us of the trials of the Ad- 
ventists there. The Christian persecutors of their 
fellow-Christians hav about given up the attempt 
to jail the despised Adventists and there are-hopes 
that the supreme court of the state will render a 
decision making future persecutions under the 
same law impossible. It is more than noteworthy 
—it should be burned into the Christian memories, 
and particularly the Adventists’ memories—that 
this persecution has been stopped by the rulings 
of a Freethought judge—Judge Swiggart—who 
presided. Our correspondent’s compliments to 
him—considering that the correspondent is a 
church-member—are graceful and well deserved. 
The principles of the judge are of the greatest 
moment in cases like these. 

Sofie ae ae 

The Washington correspondent of a Western 
paper writes of Ingersoll’s recent incursion into 
Washington: “Once in a while ‘ Pope Rob’ comes 
over from New York, and takes the best theater for 
a Sunday evening service. Instead of passing the 
plate, he piratically demands a $1.50 per chair for 
the best seat, and fifty cents for the peanut gallery, 
which he fills with ladies and gentlemen instead of 
negroes and boys. He never fails of a crowded 
house. Instéad of a thirty-minute discourse which 
seems too long for fifteen, he holds. that brilliant 
crowd entranced for two hours of solid and rapid 
oratory; and he goes home with over $1,000 of our 
offerings. His recent historical discourse on Vol- 
taire was one that every lover of human liberty 
might profit by hearing.” 

ag E S 

. The fanatics of Denver, Col., led by an imported 
bigot, are trying to close the theaters of that city 
on Sunday evenings. The prospect of their success 
may be learned from thig paragraph in the Denver 
Times of last Monday: “The crowded theaters 
last night was an evidence of what people think of 
the crusade against Sunday amusements. At the 
Tabor Opera House there was standing-room only 
within a very few minutes after the doors wére 
thrown open, and Herr Stark and his popular Hun- 

garian orchestra were Vociferously cheered as soon 
= as ever they made their appearance. It was the 
same at Wonderland and East Turner Hall. Both 
places were crowded to the doors, and the happy, 
` merry crowds seemed bent on showing by their 
plaudits how much they appreciated the Sunday 


amusements.” . 
` Sri 


Once upon a time—and much more recently than 
‘when “pigs drunk wine ”—in this country beautiful 
female slaves used to be sold to licentious men and the 
money used for the glorification of God (or for the 
support of the church, which is the same thing). Itis 
good to know that this degrading custom has 
yanished before the onward march of civilization, 
but its relics still remain among the Methodists, if 
we may believe a church paper, which prints this 
paragraph : 

‘The Epworth League of the Methodist Episcopal 
church will hold an auction social at Union Hall on Tues- 
day evening, January 17th. Forty beautiful ladies will 
be sold at auction, and the gentleman who bids the high- 
est will escort to partake of a sumptuous repast, which 
will be prepared for the occasion. One of the most en- 
joyable times of the season is anticipated.” 

The purchase of women seems to be the last pre- 
rogativ the religious people are willing to giv up. 
But it is a matter for sorrow that women will allow 
themselvs to be sold for any purpose. It is a defect 
in their natures, however, for which religion is 
solely responsible. The godly men of the Bible 
purchased wives and concubines, and the godly 
women of the Bible were in many cases what we 
now call abandoned women. The women of to-day, 
even if they are pious, ought to be away and beyond 
the coarse females who figure in those barbaric 
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It has for some years been a surprise to us that 
Liberal lecturers would so lower themselvs as to 


person as Clark Braden, or that Liberal societies or 
individuals would consent to treat with him when 
he “challenges” them to produce their represent- 
ativs. Braden has lied concerning every prominent 
Liberal in the country; has slandered their families, 
and applied to the great body of Freethinkers the 
foulest epithets his low imagination could coin. 
He is himself a fugitiv from justice—being under 
indictment in Missouri for disposing of mortgaged 
property—yet has the indescribable impudence to 
ask decent folks to hold conversé with him. The 
latest victim of this blatherskite is Mr. Charlesworth, 
a newcomer ïn the lecture field, and possibly there- 
fore excusable. A partial description of the en- 
counter will be found elsewhere in this paper, 
though it will not be found as Mr. Charlesworth 
wrote it. Our columns are not to be soiled with 
the language of the rowdy and the dive-frequenter, 
and that excludes a perfect report of one of Braden’s 
speeches. Mr. Charlesworth promises more next 
week; but it will be printed only if it is not like 
Braden’s usual “answers” to Freethinkers. The 
debate at Seattle should be the last one in which a 
Liberal representativ so demeans himself as to 
meet the odorous defender of Christian superstition. 
The fur is not worth the clothes spoiled in getting 
it. 


` The school-readers of our early New England days 
had a little story in them which some of the present- 
day preachers ought to read. A little boy came 
home to his father one day with the tale of a hundred 
dogs seen in the street. The number gradually 
diminished under judicious questioning until, half 
defiantly and half sobbingly, this embryo revivalist 
declared he had seen “ our Bose and another dog.” 
Some time ago a harrowing tale of sudden death to 
a whole Infidel club of Newburgh, N. Y., an inflic- 
tion of divine wrath because a few people made fun 
of the Lord’s agents, was printed all over the 
country. Notafew wrote to us asking the needless 
question if such were probably true. The editor of 
the Newburgh Register takes delight in helping 
refute pious lies, and a short while ago printed this 
paragraph in his paper: “D. McLaren, of Warren, 
O., is needlessly alarmed about a story that has 
been set afloat by a revivalist who has been holding 
forth in that city. His alarm has caused Mr. 
McLaren to write letters toa number of Newburgh 
people asking for a confirmation or a denial of the 
story. The revivalist in question is a Mr. Potter, 
and at a church gathering he told of the fearful 
end of the members of an Infidel club in this city. 
He said they burnt a Bible, baptized a cat, and 
gave communion to a dog. The same night two 
died in bed, one had a fit and died, and within five 
years two starved, seven were drowned, eight shot, 
five committed suicide, seven went to the gallows, 
and one froze to death, while three died what were 
called accidental deaths. What nonsensical story 
for any divine or layman to tell au intelligent con- 
gregation. Think of seven persons going to the 
gallows in one city within five years, and all 
members of a single club! That man needs the 
services of Mrs. Van Cott or Dr. Reed to convert 
him from the lying habit. ‘Che only basis known 
to exist for the story is the fact that back in the 
thirties some men baptized a dog. The divines of 
the city “roundly pounded ” the parties interested 
in the act. Ward Gazeley, an epileptic, who was 
editing a paper, became deeply interested in the 
discussion, and while writing an editorial article in 
defense of the men whose characters were assailed 
— not the act itself—died in his chair from an 
apoplectic stroke.” ‘ Our Bose and another dog ” 
were a multitude beside the remains of Revivalist 
Potter’s blood-curdling yarn. 


A “Card” from Mr. Westbrook, in reply to Mr. 
Putnam, and a short and pithy letter from E. C. 
Walker in reply to Mr. Westbrook will be printed 


in the next issue. 


Tur Newark Liberal League, 177 Halsey street, corner 
of Market.—Sunday afternoon, at 3 o'clock, J. E. Rems- 
burg will speak on ‘‘Five Hundred Flaws in Christ’s 
Credentials,” 

FRANKLIN - STEINER will lecture in Chicago Sunday 
evening, March 25th; in Cincinnati April 2d, and would 
like engagements in the states of Iowa, Ohio, Indians, 


consent to stand on the same platform with such a ‘and Illinois. His address in Des Moines, Ta. 
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A Tribute to a Generous Man. 

While in Dowagiac, Mich., recently, Colonel 
Ingersoll had an opportunity which . must hav 
pleased him greatly, which was to dedicate a new 
theater to the memory of.a generous man and a 
Liberal. And his short speech is another gem 
added to our literature. He said: 

“‘ Nothing is nobler than to plant the flower of 
gratitude on the grave of a generous man—of one 
who labored for the good of all, whose hands were 
open and whose heart was full. 

“ Praise for the noble dead is an inspiration for 
the noble living. 

“ Loving words’ sow seeds of love in every gentle 
heart. Appreciation is the soil and climate of 
good and generous deeds. 

“We are met to-night not to pay but to acknowl 
edge a debt of gratitude to one who lived and 
labored here—who was the friend of all and who for 
many years was the providence of the poor. To 
one who left to those who knew him best the memory 
of countless loving deeds—the richest legacy that 
man can leave to man. 

«We are here to dedicate this monument to the 
stainless memory of Philo D. Beckwith, one of the 
kings of men. 

“This monument, this perfect theater, this 
beautiful house of cheerfulness and joy, this home 
and child of all the arts, this temple where the 
architect, the sculptor, and painter united to build 
and decorate a stage whereon the drama with a 
thousand tongues will tell the frailties and the 
virtues of the human race, and music with her 
thrilling voice will touch the source of happy tears 
—this is a fitting monument to the man whose 
memory we honor—to one who, broadening with 
the years, outgrew the cruel creeds, the heartless 
dogmas of his time; to one who passed from super- 
stition to szience, from religion to reason, from 
theology to humanity, from slavery to freedom, 
from the shadow of fear to the blessed light of love 
and courage; to one who believed in intellectual 
hospitality, in the perfect freedom of the soul, and 
hated tyranny, in every form, with all his heart. 

“To one whose head and hands were in partner- 
ship constituting the firm of Intelligence and In- 
dustry, and whose heart divided the profits with 
his fellow-men. To one who fought the battle of 
life alone, without the aid of place or wealth, and 
yet grew nobler and gentler with success. 

«To one who tried to make a heaven here, and 
who believed in the blessed gospel of cheerfulness 
and love, of happiness and hope. 

“« And it is fitting, too, that this monument should 
be adorned with the sublime faces, wrought in 
stone, of the immortal dead, of those who battled 
for the rights of man, who broke the fetters of the 
slave; of those who filled the minds of men with 
poetry, art, and light; of Voltaire, who abolished 
torture in France, and who did more for liberty 
than any other of the sons of men; of Thomas 
Paine, whose pen did as much as any sword to 
make the New World free; of Victor Hugo, who 
wept for those who weep; of Emerson, a worshiper 
of the Ideal, who filled the mind with suggestions 
of the perfect; of Goethe, the poet-philosopher ; 
of Whitman, the ample, wide as the sky, author of 
the tenderest, the most pathetic, the sublimest 
poem that this continent has ever produced ; ‘of 
Shakspere, the king of all; of Beethoven, the divine; 
of Chopin and Verdi, and of Wagner,. grandest of 
them all, whose music satisfies the heart and brain 
and fills imagination’s sky; of George Eliot, who 
wove within her brain the purple robe her genius 
wears; of George Sand, subtil and sincere, pas- 
sionate and free, and with these, faces of those 
who, on the stage, hay made the mimic world as 
real as life and death. 

“Beneath the loftiest monuments may be found 
ambition’s worthless dust, while those who lived 
the loftiest lives are sleeping now in unknown 
graves. 

“It may be that the bravest of the brave who ever 
fell upon the field of ruthless war was left without 
a grave to slowly mingle with the land he saved. 

“But here and now the Man and Monument 
agree, and blend like sounds that meet.and melt in 
melody—a monument for the dead—a blessing for 
the living—a memory of tears—a prophecy of joy. 

“Fortunate the people where this good man 
lived, for they are all his heirs—and fortunate for me 
that I hav had the privilege of laying this little 
laurel leaf upon his unstained brow. 

« And now, speaking for those he loved—for those 
who represent the honored dead—lI dedicate this 
home of mirth and song, of poetry and art, to the 
memory of Philo D. Beckwith, a true philosopher, 
a real philanthropist.” 
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Seience and Progress. 


An Unanswered Question. 

“Will you kindly let us know what you mean by 
heaven?” asked a Freethinker who conducted his 
own defense during the recent trial of the Antwerp 
Socialists, “Heaven” (“le ceil”), replied the 
quick-witted lawyer, ‘‘is a place I am afraid you 
will not see when you die, my friend.” But the 
Socialist, too, was pretty good at repartee. “Oh, 
you need not tell us,” he remarked, “that I shall 
hav to share the common fate of humanity in that 
respect.” 

Wailing in Vain. 

The financial crisis in Portugal has reached a 
point that reduces the government’ to the alterna- 
tiv of announcing the bankruptcy of the nation or 
of confiscating the estates of the monastic orders, 
who hav so long drained the lifeblood of the peo- 
ple and inculcated the superiority of faith to ssi- 
ence. The English creditors are getting peremp- 
tory; but the government still hesitates—probably 
to giv heaven a fair chance to work a miracle in 
favor of the church. 

The Old Gentleman. 

The theological mountebank who has had the 
honor to accompany the American charity commis- 
sion to St. Petersburg, still spouts hosannas in 
praise of his reception, and calls the imperial des- 
pot “in all respects a born gentleman.” There is 
a story of a Sunday-school youngster who referred 
to the prince of darkness as “the gentleman who 
lives in hell.” 

One-Sided Virtues. 

Thomas de Quincey tells a suggestiv anecdote 
about a committee of Eton schoolboys who called 
upon Commodore Sidney Smith, the paladin of the 
Syrian expedition, with sore misgivings that they 
would be dismissed after a brief matter-of-form re- 
ply to their rehearsed little speeches. To their 
surprise they were eagerly welcomed, and requested 
to call again and accompany the hero of many bat- 
tles to a hall where the aldermen of the city had 
prepared a public ovation. It afterward appeared 
that the prospect of that ceremonial had appalled 
the distinguished commander, and that he had 
invited his escort for the special purpose of 
“breaking the concentration of the public gaze.” 
There are bullies who turn pale at the thought of 
seeing their names in the local newspaper, and 
moral heroes who shudder at the sight of a spider. 
Countless members of so-called temperance socie- 
ties indulge freely in coffee, tea, tobacco, and 
unwholesome condiments. Life insurance agents 
could tell curious stories of “cautious” indi- 
viduals whose dread of death deters them from 
railway trips and winter sports, but who night 
after night breathe the lung-destroying miasma 
of unventilated bedrooms. In 1863, when the 
Philippine islands were visited by a dreadful 
earthquake, the citizens of Manila sold their very 
household goods to raise funds for the re- 
lief of the sufferers; yet the same models of benev- 
olence wage a war of extermination against the Ne- 
gritos, the aborigines of the highland districts, and 
maintain a brigade of professional manhunters who 
shoot and poison human beings as they would the 
carnivorous beasts of the wilderness. The virtue 
of truthfulness, too, is apt to become specialized, 
and many of our pious fellow-citizens who would 
stick to facts even in a horse trade, think it highly 
meritorious to lie for the glory of Jesus. 

Reckless Vengeance. 

A Virginia negro evangelist is trying to boom his 
revival by representing the recent snow-tornado as 
a divine judgment upon the multitude of American 
unbelievers. If the messengers of the Lord kav 
really whirled on white wings of that kind, their 
zeal appears to hav got the better of their discre- 
tion. The Sabbath-breakers of Cincinnati and New 
Orleans got off with a mere sleet-storm, while in 
the strictly orthodox mountain districts of east 
Tennessee the retributiv snow fell to the depth of 
forty-five inches. 

Alcohol Ethics. 

The Chicago Champion, the official organ of the 
Liquor Dealers’ Association, calls the advocates of 
temperance a lot of “ maundering sentimentalists,” 
and charges them with trying to ruin industries of 
infinit value in order to diminish the “ noise of a 
few inebriates.” The noisiness of the liquor traffic 
is perhaps not its most pleasant feature, but it 
might be questioned if the Prohibition party pro- 
poses to connive at the practice of the “speak 
easies.” The Champion, by the way, quotes 
scripture, and ornaments its headings with a stack 
of angel protected beer barrels. 

Dream Revelations. 
Inspired dreams are not a privilege of Christian 


zealots, and their occurrence has been recorded 
centuries before the beginning of our chronological 
era, but the gods of paganism appear to hav used 
that expedient at least for manlier purposes than 
the spirits that troubled the sleep of hysterical 
nuns. Thus Livy (II, 36) mentions the case of a 
man whom Jupiter commissioned in a dream to 
summon the senate and express the God’s anger at 
the cruel treatment of a slave during the public 
games. : 
‘Western Buddhists. 

The Theosophists of the United States claim a 
rapid growth of their brotherhood, and there is no 
doubt that in California the kindred sect of Neo- 
Buddhists is making hundreds of converts. The 
presence of eighty-five thousand Chinamen may hav 
something to do with that curious reversion to the 
Oriental sources of Christianity, but the moral con- 
tagion of the Buddhist root-dogma has asserted 
its power at all times and under all circumstances. 
It is based upon the tendency to life-weariness, in- 
cident to an over-refinement of civilization, as well 
as to periods of national affliction, and the hope of 
final refuge to the sanctuary of eternal sleep may 
be the secret solace of millions who hav never 
heard the name of Buddha Sakyamuni. 


A Fatal Ally. 

The disasters of Marshal Daun, the Austrian 
champion, during the Seven Years’ War against 
Frederick the Great, date from the year when the 
successor of St. Peter sent him a consecrated sword 
and a hat ornamented with an image of the Holy 
Ghost. King Alfonso of Spain died a few weeks 
after his holiness had invited him to accept the 
presidency of an association for the defense of his 
temporal rights, and the rapprochement between 
Dom Pedro and the holy see was followed almost 
immediately by the outbreak of the Brazilian 
revolution. France, too, has experienced a series 
of reverses since the vicar of Christ declared in 
favor of the republic, while a hundred years.ago the 
repudiation of his alliance was followed by an un- 
paralleled succession of semi-miraculous victories 
over the united armies of orthodox Europe. 


Barefoot Agnostics. 

Dr. G. H. Kellogg, who recently visited the City 
of Mexico, states that several Indian tribes in the 
land of our next neighbor hav lost their ancient 
religion without having acquired that of their 
Christian conquerors. “ The average citizen of the 
United States,” he says, “is certainly unconscious 
of the fact that so vast an extent of uncivilized 
territory lies so close to his nativ land. Outside of 
the cities, which can certainly not be said to be 
numerous in Mexico, the civilization of the nativs 
is much inferior to that of China and Japan. By 
far the great majority of the aborigins are un- 
Christianized, as well as uncivilized. The Spanish 
conquerors appear to hav done little in the way of 
substituting anything for the civilization which they 
destroyed almost to complete obliteration.” In 
Peru, too, there are thousands of creedless forest- 
dwellers (the inhabitants of the vast eastern foothill 
region known as the Montasso), and the Araucanos 
of southern Chile content themselvs with practicing 
a sort of divination. They hav augurs who endeavor 


to read the decrees of fate in the entrails of. 


slaughtered animals; but that oracle is consulted 
only in special emergencies; the hunters and herd- 
ers of the valiant nomads, as wel! as the hard- 
working squaws, are too busy to trouble themselvs 
about supernatural concerns, and the augurs them- 
selvs frankly admit their ignorance of questions 
concerning the mystery of the hereafter. 
F. L. Oswarp. 


——-—— 
Called Away. 


That Sabbath eve the bells tolled forth, 
Calling the blessed to prayer. 

And as they went they sorrowing cried, 

“Its our preacher’s last night here. 


** Among us his work has never tired, 
He’s labored hard and long; 
But now another call he’s got 
And erelong will be gone.” 


No comfort could these sorrowers find, 
And here he used his art. 

He told them ’twas the will of God, 
That thus we all should part. 


He said, the Lord had called him forth, 
To rescue Christ from spoilers, 

But forgot to say, the other church 
Pays one more thousand dollars. 


Witt HARRINGTON. 


eate 
Little Blasphemies. 


Tf cholera is due to the wrath of God it is because slop 
barrels ‘‘smell to heaven.” 


Surface: ‘‘It was brave of David to overcome Goliath 
with a sling and stones.” 
Rowley: ‘‘ Yes; but youth will hav its fling, youknow.” 


-are transferred to another. 


Why I Am Not a Christian. 


I am not a Christian because Iam unable to ac- 
cept as truth statements intrinsically improbable, 
such as constitute the historical basis of the New 
Testament. I do not say these accounts as given 
are impossible, but they transcend the range. of 
ordinary human experience and are therefore im- 
probable. 

To accept these or any other improbable narrativs 
ought to require a very different kind of evidence 
from what would be sufficient in ordinary histor- 
ical matter, where the events described are probable 
in their nature and sequence. It seems to me that 
anything short of personal knowledge would be 
unsatisfactory to anyone who has given attention 
.o the abnormal propensity of the human mind for 
the strange and unearthly, and the consequent ease 
with which the myths of one country and religion 
Second-hand evidence 
to such an inquirer in matters pertaining to the 
miraculous is valueless, regardless of what the 
character or number of the witnesses may be; and 
especially in the case of the New Testament, where 
it takes a miracle to prove a miracle, are we justified 
in withholding our assent. 

All the knowledge we possess of Jesus Christ 
comes to us from Christian sources. It is derived 
from the four gospels written by men activly en- 
gaged in the propagation of the new religion. It 
is not claimed by the latest Christian apologists 
that these gospels were written during the life of 
Jesus Christ, or immediately following his death ; 
but the earliest, that of St. Luke, was written about 
A:p. 79, or fifty years after that event. Ample time for 
the myth element to develop, even without the special 
incentiv that we might reasonably expect would in- 
fluence these writers. But just here these apolo- 
gists posit a miracle to answer this reasonable con- 
clusion. To use the language of one: “The earlier 
production of the gospels was unnecessary, as the 
story was repeated orally so often and with such 
care as to render it impossible that imposition or 
misstatement could creep in.” Yet from Mosheim 
and other ecclesiastical historians we learn that the 
first centuries of the Christian era were known as 
the age of pious frauds, that fraud was prevalent 
even in the Christian church beyond the date as- 
signed for the appearancé of the gospels, that the 
principle was even earlier adopted by the sectaries 
of every belief that to advance the cause of right— 
that is, their cause—by deception was commendable. 
What assurance hav we that this principle was not 
acted upon by the evangelists? But more than 
this, the mythical character of the gospels is proved 
beyond a doubt, for they do not possess the merit 
of originality. The history of Jesus Christ is but a 
metastasis of that of Buddha Sakyamuni and 
Buddha’s that of the old Indian god Krishna. All 
the principal points in the history of each are com- 
mon to all, while the concordance between Buddh- 
ism and Christianity is that. of identity—tradition- 
ally and dogmatically. 

Both Buddha and Christ were of royal lineage. 
Both were born of a mother who, though married, 
was still a virgin. Both virgin mothers were over- 
shadowed by the Holy Ghost and though found with 
child remained immaculate. The birth of both is 
announced by a heavenly messenger. Both hus- 
bands of these virgin wives renounce their connu- 
bial rights until after these gods were born. A 


star in the East heralded the birth of both. In 


both cases angelic messengers announce the tidings 
of great joy. Wise men bring gifts and worship 
both. The Brahmin Asita in the case of Buddha, 
and the pious Simeon in that of Christ, hav the 
advent revealed to them by the Holy Spirit. Each 
visit the new-born child and utter very similar 
rhapsodies over him. Both dispute with the doc- 
tors, who marvel at their understanding. Both hav 
a forerunner who announces their mission. Both 
return to the desert and undergo a long fast. 
Both are tempted by the prince of darkness. Both 
go down into a river, Buddha to bathe, Christ to 
be baptized; the heavens open and a shower of 
fragrant flowers descend on Buddha, a dove on 
Christ. Christ holds an interview with Moses and 
Elias on the mountain, Buddha with the two 
Buddhas who prec:ded him. From under the 
fig tree both choose their first disciples, who were, 
in both cases, disciples of their heralds. Each ap- 
points seventy apostles, selects five favorit disciples, 
and afterward increases the number to twelve, one 
of whom tries to betray his master and meets a 
disgraceful death. The Sermon on the Mount is a 
repetition from the sayings of Buddha. ‘The 
woman at the well is told of Buddha. He walked 
upon the Ganges, healed the sick by the mere 
touch of his hand, and was the original in the 
miracle of the loaves and fishes. At the death of 
Buddha the earth trembles, rocks are split, phan- 


———_—_—— 
toms and spirits appear. Almost exactly the 
same is told of Christ. These and many other 
analogies bespeak the derived character of the 
Christian tale and that it was impossible to hav 
been true of Jesus Christ. 

_. The plagiarism of the New Testament was well 
known and understood by the learned pagans of 
the second and third centuries, and to meet this 
charge Christian apologists claimed that the history 
of Jesus Christ was copied beforehand by demons 
in order to destroy its effect when it should appear. 
Stripped of his borrowed garb what remains to 
us of Jesus Christ? His existence seems uncertain. 
His character as teacher and as a pattern of self- 
sacrificing devotion to what he believed to be the 
good of his fellow-men remains. He was unques- 
tionably an Essene; and who were the Essenes ? 
Nothing more, nothing less than a Judaized sect 
of Buddhists, the fruit of that propaganda of Asoka 
now known to hav swept over the empires of the 
Selucide and the Lagarde two or three centuries 
before the Christian era, and where missions and 
churches were numerously established. In the 
time of Christ these communities, separated 
from the parent stock by conquest, had by 
contact with Magianism, Mithracism, Judaism, and 
influenced largely by Greek thought, developed 
germs that afterward grew into the mighty tree of 
Gnosticism with its hundred branches. Of these 
the Judaic Buddhists wandered least from the 
original faith. Jesus Christ preached the doctrins 
of Buddha Sakyamuni, modified by the eschatology 
the Jews had imbibed from their Persian con- 
querors. 

` The proofs of this lie in dogmatic concordance of 
` Buddhism and Christianity. The root-dogma of 
_ Buddhism is anti-naturalism. Unlike every other 
` ancient religion, prior to the advent of Christ, it 
demands the renunciation of all the pleasures and 
enjoyments of this life and the complete abnegation of 
self-existence, which is regarded as an infliction that 
can only be cured by death. The indulgence of our 
natural instincts, no matter how innocent their 
character, is a deadly sin. Submission to injustice 
. and tyranny is enjoined. . It teaches that virtue and 
„ morit consist in renouncing earthly possessions, 
. living upon alms, dressing in rags, abstinence from 
` marriage; that everything beautiful in nature or 
art, the pursuit of human knowledge, affection for 
kindred, anything that excites pleasurable emotions, 
. ought to be suppressed, as it interferes with the 
highest wisdom, which consists of self-denial and 
self-abhorrence. 

It is easy to see that the inevitable outcome of 
the practice of these doctrins means the destruction 
of industry and lapse into ignorance. It generally 
followed; material prosperity must die and earth 
become a waste. To endure injustice passivly is to 
invite fresh encroachments from the oppressor. It 
obliterates self-respect and independence, two of 
the noblest qualities of the human mind, and intro- 
duces an element destructiv to social life. 

Let us turn to the doctrins of Jesus Christ. He 
is represented in the New Testament as sanctioning, 
by his example and command, mendicancy, and 
from this authority the mendicant orders in the 
Catholic church hav arisen. He condemns human 
knowledge and commends the wisdom of children 
and the unlearned. He dwells upon the merit of 
poverty, and speaks of the possession of riches as a 
crime. He interdicts industry, commanding that 
no provision be made for future wants. He incul- 
cates self-renunciation and the doctrin of penance, 
suffering here being one of the essentials for happi- 
ness -hereafter. Celibacy is meritorious; passiv 
submission to injustice he distinctly enjoins; 
hatred of kindred, hatred of life, contempt for every- 
thing that makes for human comfort or pleasure, he 
repeatedly avows. Iu short, his is a religion of 
pessimism like which there is only one other, that 
of Buddha. 

We are told that Christianity is the sequel of 
Judaism, the New Testament the complement of 
the Old. It-seems incredible that such a view 
could ever hav obtained. In the Old Testament 
every command, every inculcation had for its object 
the rapid increase of the race, especially the J ewish, 
careful regard for sanitary conditions, imposing 
and sensuous displays for the gratification of pride 
and national vanity in the dispensation of religion, 
industrious and prudent methods for the accumu- 
lation of material wealth, and everything that tends 
to giv ease and permanence to a people. In the 
New Testament everything is exactly reversed; 
there is nothing like concordance between Judaism 
and Christianity; there is identity between the 
latter and Buddhism. 

I want to call attention to the result of this 
propaganda of Buddhism. Its advent into west- 
ern Asia, northern Africa, and southern Europe, 
found these countries enjoying a civilization with- 
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out parallel in the history of the world. Through- 
out the limits of the Roman empire, peace and 
material prosperity reigned, human life and tenure 
of property was well secured, schools of philosophy 
and institutions for the dissemination of learning 
were founded in every city or town which crowded 
the confines of that mighty empire. Agriculture 
had reached a high state of perfection; the peasant, 
secure in the fruits of his labor, was contented and 
happy. ` Public baths were open to all. Works of 
art abounded, architecture was grand and noble, 
literature sublime and beautiful. To be sure, a 
despot reigned at Rome, but at his worst he could 
scarcely cause a ripple on the general sea of pros- 
perity and contentment. 

Slowly began the change. Christian fanaticism 
found in every element that went to make this 
mighty success a foe to the Christian scheme. It 
began a warfare against art and destroyed all it 
could reach of the divine creations of the great 
Roman artists. It attacked literature, and we hav 
only its mutilated fragments at the present day. 
It destroyed the baths and inaugurated an era of 
dirt, so that for hundreds of years a man’s piety 
was measured by his filth. As soon as its power 
was assured, it abolished the schools of the philoso- 
phers and forbade every kind of learning except such 
as was dispensed by its priests. Agriculture 
waned, tenure of life and property became more 
and more insecure, until at last held only by suf- 
ferance of the strongest; until, after the lapse of a 
thousand years, we behold as the effect of this sys- 
tem a mental and moral obscurity so dense that we 
wonder at the returning light that surrounds us 
now. 

Whence came this light? Its first glimmerings 
coincide with the unrest that began to disturb the 
bosom of the Christian church in the early part of 
the sixteenth century. It broadened and deepened 
just in proportion as the anti-natural tenets of the 
Galilean Buddhist were repudiated. The name 
Christian has survived, but the thing, except in 
Roman Catholic communities, is largely a thing of 
the past. Christ is still worshiped, but the root 
dogma of his religion, pessimism, is sparingly 
preached and never practiced by respectable 
Christians. 

The mendicant Christian of to-day goes by the 
name of tramp. He who takes no thought of the 
morrow as shiftless and undeserving. He who sells 
all his possessions and bestows them upon the poor, 
or who seeks divine favor by self-mutilation, as 
insane. He who has no appreciation of the beauti- 

| ful in art and literature as coarse and vulgar. The 
Christian who does not insist upon his rights in a 
manly way is looked upon as a fool and unworthy 
respect. Communities that practice Communism 
or celibacy are put outside the pale of Christianity 
altogether by the great mass who go by the name 
Christian. Were Jesus Christ to visit a Christian 
community at the present day he would not recog- 
nize a single feature of the cult as emanating from 
the peculiar doctrins he preached. 
Hiram C. Brown. 
to 


A New Explanation of “the Fall.” 


Being greatly amused by the article of Ella E. 
Gibson, and admiring the plucky fight of the little 
heroin struggling in the dark and turbid waters of 
which there is no “bottom,” I am impelled to “fish” 
her out. The whole Bible, and all similar books, 
hav been written by people who had very limited in- 
formation on the subjects treated, and, consequently, 
drew on imagination to supply what ignorance left 
undone. Theresult is always thesame. Our little 
heroin has done just this, and her article, like the 
Bible, is partly true and partly not true. 

There is no doubt but that the Hebrews at the 
time they heard the story were polytheists, as other 
peoples hav been. If the first verse of the Bible 
were translated correctly it would read thus: “In 
the beginning created gods [there are no capitals 
in Hebrew] the heavens and the earth.” The He- 
brew is: “Beréshieth bahrah elohim ha-shamahyim 
wehaharets.” The word elohim is the plural and 
means gods or spooks or some such trash. The 
word shamahyim is also in the plural and means 
heavens, skies, clouds, air. It is used four hundred 
times in the Old Testament. It is translated in 
one place as “wheel,” meaning that which turns 
round, showing, of course, that they were geo- 
centrists. There is a Chaldean form (shemayin) 
used about forty times in Ezra, Jeremiah, and 
Daniel. It occurs in the singular only two or three 
times. Paul (Cor. xii, 2) tells about a man “caught 
up even to the third heaven.” Notice that the 
singular of elohim is elohé, and the form el means 
«god.” Pronounce the accented é as in they. 
Each a in the Hebrew quoted sounds like a in far-- 
ther. The reason why the translators used the 


singular is given in the usual “smart” Latin gag: 
« Pluralibus excellensis,” that is, “Plural of ex- 
cellence.” The reason why the pronouns were not 
translated in the singular is not for lack of “ smart- 
ness,” but for lack of pronouns. The Hebrew has 
no present, future, or pluperfect. It is difficult for 
one to see why there are no pronouns in this phrase 
unless they are familiar with a foreign language. 
In Latin, amo, amas, amat, must be written T love, 
you love, he, she, or it loves. This 26th verse in 
the Hebrew starts out: “wtyomer elohim nacé 
adam besalménu kid muthénu.” These are very 
close to the original sounds, and read: “and 
elohim - [gods] said we-will-make, or let-us- 
make man, in-image-our according to-likeness- 
our.” The only evidence we hav of a pronoun in 
nacé—“let us make ”—is the letter n, which ig one 
letter of the first person plural, we, and is woven 
into the verb; so “in our image” the suffix nu is 
only the fragment of a pronoun tied on the tail- 
end, and really ought to read “image-we.” 

The serpent was created first. I am speaking 
according to the myth, as I understand the ques- 
tion was relativ to it. The serpent was among the 
“soul-of ” life of the creeping things and the very 
same word, “soul-of,” is applied to man. 

This craftiness of the serpent is altogether pre- 
vious. How could it hav been crafty when Adam 
and Eve knew nothing? You will notice that 
“father” and “mother” are used in ii, 24, when 
no such relations had yet existed. 

The word “rib” is not found. “And-he-took 
one from-sides-his and closed flesh instead-of-it;” 
and the following verse should read, and does 
read in Hebrew, “and built Yahwé Elohim the side 
which he took from the man for-woman.” The 
question is: Of which side was Eve built? and 
the answer is: The otherside. Now, Adam could 
not know that any of his sides was taken away, be- 
cause he was hypnotized, and he probably prevari- 
cated. 

Here is the 18th verse, ii, as it reads in the 
original: “And-said Yahwé Elohim: not good be- 
ing of man to separation-his; I-will-make for 
him help as-over-against-him.” And iii, 19, should 
read, “sweat of thy nostrils.” 

In iv, 1, we see Adam knew his wife. The word 
know is identically the same as is used in iii, 22, to 
know good from evil, and we are to infer simply 
that he recognized her as different from the beings 
around them. Eve says, “I hav gotten a man 
with Yahwé,” which we are to believe as strictly 
accurate. Her eyes were too well opened to ad- 
mit of any of this innocent gush. Simply Adam 
was not in it. Now in the very preceding verse it 
reads, “And so he drove the man out.” There is 
nothing said about driving the woman out. We 
conclude he had use for her, and did not then 
drive her out; and her testimony is pretty strong 
evidence of the correctness of this reasoning. 

I do not rest my case here. There is still 
stronger evidence for believing that this beguiling 
was altogether of another character. Eve was 
tampered with either by Yahwé or this crafty ser- 
pent; Cain and Abel were not sons of Adam, but 
they were of Eve. The generations of Adam, Gen. 
v, are given; but there is no generation of Eve; 
and in that genealogy Cain and Abel do not ap- 
pear. There is not the slightest doubt but that 
some such transaction as this is woven into the 
old Chaldean story, and written up in some fairly 
attractiv way. 

The word Yahwé originally signified “he who 
causes rain to fall” and had no divine attribute. 
After having filled that office for a while, it began 
to be associated with fear and dread; when it be-_ 
gan to be recognized that lightning somewhat 
caused, and accompanied rain, and when the light- 
ning struck anyone, or a building or other object, 
it was awe-inspiring. Thus fear of Yahwé, as 
lightning, was driven into everyone’s head. And 
to-day, I hav heard it still said, where I should 
expect better things, that fear of God is the be- 
ginning of all wisdom. It has been very clear, for 
a long time, that the hand of a third compiler is 
very distinctly seen in Gen. ii, 4. More anon. 

D. P. Barry. 


— 


Evolution. 
From the Gaweston Daily News. 
The original man was made of clay. Man is a brick. 


No Design in Nature. 
From the Indianapolts Journal. 
“Things never does go right in this world,” said the 
pessimistic hired man. ‘‘Bobwire fences didn’t come in 
until after leather pants had gone out o’ style.” 


aS 
No One Else Had Any Show. 
From Life. 
Brobson: ‘*Who was the greatest show man—Barnum?” 
Craik: ‘‘Oh, no; Noah. You see, when he got his 
menagerie together he was the only man on earth who 
had any show at all.” 
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With Our Congressmen. 


News and Notes. 


Dr. McGlynn lectured to a large audience last 
Sunday evening, and was enthusiastically greeted. 


He speaks well and evidently has no fear of the 


church authorities. His subject was “The Politics 


of the Lord’s Prayer.” 


politics in the Lord’s Prayer. 
analyze the prayer. 


the necessary foundation of political morals. 


position thoroughly. 


In the first place Father McGlynn is a born 
He believes in the church as an insti- 
He does not believe 
that the present church organization is perfect, but 
he does believe that the basis of the church is cor- 
rect, and that the church must be maintained in 
Father McGlynn is a Cath- 
olic, always has been a Catholic, always will be a 
He is built that way. He is thoroughly 
religious and a most. ardent believer in God. To 
him a belief in God is absolutely necessary to the 
support of the moral law. He is utterly antago- 
nistic to Atheism and Agnosticism. He considers 
these to be stumbling-blocks in the path of civiliza- 


churchman. 
tution of human progress. 


spite of its mistakes. 


Catholic. 


tion. 


It will thus be seen that Dr. McGlynn is not a 
Liberal, never was a Liberal, and never will be a 
Liberal. With this understanding the attitude of 
He has not 
changed, nor has the church of Rome theoretically 


Dr. McGlynn is perfectly consistent. 


changed in its treatment of him. Dr. McGlynn 
was nota heretic. He has always been a follower 
of the church, but not blindly. He has exercised 
his own judgment; he is humanitarian; he is in 
sympathy with the toiling masses and would do all 
in his power to relieve human suffering. 

Dr. McGlynn believes in the trinity, the divine 
incarnation, and the authority of the church. He 
believes in the supernatural, the mysterious, and 
accepts through faith that which is above and beyond 
his reason. Therefore heis, and always has been, in 
harmony with the fundamental ideas of the church 
of Rome. Had he ever surrendered a single cardinal 
doctrin of the church his reinstatement would hav 
been impossible. 

The difference between McGlynn and the pope 
has been merely a question of interpretation, and 
not of any doctrin. The shrewd advisers of the 
pope hav found out that Dr. McGlynn is in touch 
with the people, that hundreds of thousands of the 
members of the church are with him, and to cut 
him off would inflict a terrible blow upon the 
power of Rome. What is the result? With cun- 
ning diplomacy the church has accommodated 
itself to the spirit of the times. Rome has not sur- 
rendered a single vital point—not a single claim. 
It has simply shifted its position, with the wisdom 
of a serpent, but it has not lost a fang. Neither 
the pope nor Dr. McGlynn has triumphed. They 
hav simply agreed to disagree on an incidental 
question, but join forces still in essential matters. 

Dr. McGlynn appears to be very broad in his 
theology, much more so than an orthodox Prot- 
estant, but he is supported in his position by the 
greatest theologians of the church of Rome. For 
instance, Bible critics say that the Lord’s prayer is 
not original with Jesus. ‘I do not care whether it 
is or not,” says Dr. McGlynn. Why? Because all 
revealed religion is founded on natural religion. 
Without natural religion there would be no re- 
vealed religion, as without reason there would be 
no faith. Faith must be founded on reason, and 
revealed religion must be the expression of natural 
religion. Therefore, whether the Lord’s Prayer 
was uttered by Jesus as revealed religion, or was 
expressed in anterior literature as natural relig- 
ion, it has for us the same value and the same 
authority. “Many utterances outside of the Bible,” 
says Dr. McGlynn, “are inspired of God.” This is 
something like the position of Dr. Briggs, and is 
rank heresy, according to the Presbyterian creed, 
but is sound philosophy according to the great 
teachers of the Catholic church. 

However broad-minded Dr. McGlynn may be, and 
humanitarian, he has never really stepped outside 
the magic circle of the church. He has never been 
unsound in theology. It has all been a question 
of political economy. 


This was admitted by the 
doctor to be a somewhat advertising title, for as a 
matter of fact, it is pretty difficult to find any 
The doctor did not 
He merely confined himself to 
the first two words, “ Our Father,” and his lecture 
was a discourse on the “Fatherhood of God” as 
His 
text, was merely a gateway by which he entered into 
a discussion of what might be called ‘ transcen- 
dental politics,” and in which both his strength and 
his weakness were displayed. As Father McGlynn 
is a representativ man it is well to understand his 


There is an impassable chasm between Dr. Mc- 
Glynn and all true Liberals. He affirms that mo- 
rality is based upon the existence of a God—that 
without God there is no such thing as moral law. 
On this deepest intellectual point of all he vaunts 
the power of the church and degrades humanity. 
No wonder the church opened its doors. If God 
is necessary, then of course the church is necessary 
as the representativ of God. 

The only way to maintain liberty is to dethrone 
God. He who affirms that the moral law of man is 
based on the existence of a deity is not the abso- 
lute disciple of freedom. He is in favor to a certain 
extent of chains and slavery. 

Human rights are self-evident, but God is not 
self-evident; God is not a demonstration, but an 
object of faith, an “incomprehensible object,” as 
Dr. McGlynn admits. If, therefore, human rights 
are founded upon God, and God is not self-evident, 
then human rights cease to be self-evident. They 
are remanded to the realm of faith, and therefore 
come under the control of the church. We hold 
our rights, therefore, by the sanction of the church, 
and there never was a tyrant yet who was not de- 
lighted with a proclamation of this sort. 

Dr. McGlynn’s position on this point is perfectly 
orthodox, and places him in opposition to universal 
human liberty. I admire the honesty and fearless- 
ness of Dr. McGlynn, his eloquence and philanthropy, 
but he is not with us, but against us, intellectually, 
and because he has thus laid the foundation-stone 
of the church’s authority he is welcomed into its 
bosom, and Rome, with its usual far-sighted policy, 
has avoided minor antagonisms, because of this 
unity on a question of supreme and universal im- 
portance. The sole foundation of all human moral- 
ity is human liberty itself, but Dr. McGlynn puts in 
the place of liberty an undemonstrable deity, and 
this deity is the corner-stone of the church itself. 

With this explanation the reconciliation of Dr. 
McGlynn with the pope is easily understood. 

The Sunday-opening question drags its slow 
length along. It is almost impossible to get the 


committee together to make any report or settle 


the matter one way or the other. The Illinois 
delegation is unanimously in favor of Sunday open- 


ing, and on the line adopted by the Illinois senate 


and assembly would push the repeal of the Sunday- 
closing clause on constitutional grounds. But the 
difficulty is to bring the matter in any shape before 
the house. Benjamin Butterworth published an 
elaborate article in the Washington Post in favor 
of Sunday opening, but Sunday opening of such a 
character that I could not indorse it. With his re- 
strictions the World’s Fair on Sunday would be al- 
most as solemn as a graveyard. It would be per- 
vaded by a holy silence unbroken save by the 
sermon and the prayer and song of worship. It 
seems as if the gloomiest Puritan might be satis- 
fied with such a tribute to the sanctity of the Sab- 
bath as this proposed compromise. But the average 
Congressman knows better. He understands the 
power of provincial bigotry, and he says to the in- 
quiring reporter: 

You see, I am debarred from public utterance on this 
matter. Personally, I believe that the opening of the 
ge on the Sabbath, with no machinery running and no 

quor sold, will be a great thing for the workingman, 
who is compelled to toil six days in the week. It would 
be hard upon the Chicago saloons too. But there isa 
wonderful lot of church people in my district who are 
opposed to what they call a desecration of the Sabbath, 


-and they vote just as hard and often as anybody. 


I am constanily meeting with just this plea. 
The votes of church people bulldoze Congress. 
Where are the votes of the Liberal people? Are 
they not to be counted? The necessity of the 
Freethought Federation was never more manifest. 

Representativ Houk of Ohio proposes a modi- 
fied Sunday opening. Among other regulations he 
would hav no restaurants for the benefit of the 
sightseers. That would be fasting if not prayer 
with a vengeance. Think of a hundred thousand 
people on the grounds with ‘nothing to eat, and 
this by act of Congress. The only possible way 
for poor devils to get a bite would be to celebrate 
the Lord’s supper. What a crowd there would be 
around the communion table. I think after several 
hours of hunger even my Infidel stomach would 
like a little bread and wine, and I would even eat 
“a piece of God” to satisfy my cravings for a beef- 
steak. Can the farce of religious folly any farther 
o? 

I want the World’s Fair on Sunday to be just as 
interesting as on any other day of the week, full, 
live, splendid, joyous, noisy with laughter, gaiety, 
sport, mirth, children playing, shouting. I want 
all the paraphernalia of a magnificent entertain- 
ment. I want art, poetry, industry, the picture, 
the statue, the machine, in sparkling splendor. I 
want humanity to be broad, free, beautiful, merry 
on this great day. I want gay costumes, decorated 


pathways, jolly melodies. I want infinit joy and 
every kind of beauty and attraction for the World's 
Fair on Sunday, or let it be shut up with the black 
wings of superstition over it, and let the people 
know by an image and symbol that none can dis- 
pute what a damnable thing is the orthodox relig- 
ion. No compromise at all. In. no way, shape, or 
manner do I want the World’s Fair to recognize 


|the sanctity of the Sabbath. Let it recognize 


simply the humanity of man, and the glory he has 
accomplished. 

Senator Quay since his election is not quite so 
chipper on the Sabbath question. He is not so 
anxious to help God now that he is secure of his 
Senatorial dignity. The following good story is 
told of this pious politician. It is not in the Con- 
gressional Record but is nevertheless veracious. 
On introducing his resolution to close the Fair 
on Sunday he carried to the clerk’s desk a copy of 
the Bible open at the twentieth chapter of Exodus. 
Handing it to theclerk Mr. Quay pointed to one of 
the verses and dramatically commanded: “Read 
that. It’s the eighth Commandment.” The clerk, 
who has a loud and resonant voice, began in his 
most stentorian tones: “ Thou shalt not steal.” 

It took the Senator. several minutes to recover 
his equanimity and the fourth Commandment. 

The Six O’clock Club, a literary and social insti- 
tution of Washington city, met last night around 
the festiv board. Among other speeches by W. 
A. Croffit, well known to Liberals, Major McElroy, 
of the National Tribune; Hyland C. Kirk, and 
Mrs. Sara Spencer, I made a short address in 
favor of opening the Fair on Sunday, and with but 
one dissenting voice the club voted for Sunday 
opening, machinery running and all This shows 
the drift of the intelligent public opinion. Some 
‘day it will be felt and the peanut, pious politician 
will disappear. SaĮmorL P. Pornam. 


To a Minnesota Congressman. 


Crooxston, Minn., Jan. 10, 1893. 

How. Kirrzz HaLvorson, Washington, D. C., 
Dear Sir: Within a short time the closing or 
opening of the World’s Fair on Sunday will again 
come up in Congress. More than any other thing 
this question is now agitating the public mind. 
Even up here in this remote part of the country 
people are awakening to the importunce of the 
principles involved. The laboring classes are in- 
dignant over the closing act of Congress of last 
year, as they consider it a direct slap in the face, 
for the reason that the only chance they hav to 
visit the Fair is on Sunday, as everybody will 
readily see. The poor fellows who hav to work the 
six days of the week in order to make a livelihood 
hav just as much right to see the ennobling and 
moralizing presentations of industry, art, and 
science as hav the rich ones. Those that are 
making their bread by the sweat of their brow are 
just as much entitled to the mental development 
and industrial instruction that the Exposition offers 
as anybody else. By closing the Fair on Sundays 
the opportunities of the laboring classes are shut 
off and they hav just cause to complain. 

Furthermore, the liberty-loving population in 
general are awakening to the fact that the effort of 
the Sabbatarians to close the Fair on Sunday is a 
shrewd game played in the interest of uniting 
church and state. Itis therefore well to remem- 
ber at this time General Grant’s wise advice when 
he said, “ Keep church and state forever separate.” 

The Sabbatarians claim that they want the Fair 
closed for the sake of good morals, but the people 
at large are now aware of the fact that the Sabba- 
tarians themselvs, in order to impose upon Congress, 
manufactured bogus petitions by the wholesale and 
that in several states they presented far more names 
than the entire population within the respectiv 
borders. In Michigan, for instance, 1,500,000 more 
petitioners than the entire population of the state 
prayed Congress to close the Fair on Sundays. 
What a monstrous fraud! And still these bigoted 
Sabbatarian cranke pretend to plead for morality. 
How can fraud and morality be reconciled? An- 
other class of people too ave in this case pleading 
for the cause of morality—the saloon-keepers. 
How would it look to other nations—Christians, 
Mohammedan, Buddhistic, Brahmaistic, and the 
highly civilized Japanese—to see the Americans 
close the World’s Exposition on Sunday and 
keep open the saloons? I hope that Congress 
will repeal its hasty action of last year and I hope 
that the American institutions will be upheld, and 
that the wisdom of the founders of our republic in 
separating the church and state will prevail. Iam 
afraid that I take up too much of your time, and 
can hardly expect that you will find time to read a 
much longer letter, but an incident, or rather a dis- 
cussion, I ran into before election, will probably in- 
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terest you. In the New York Trurs Szexer I wrote 
an appeal to R. G. Ingersoll to pronounce for the 
People’s party and our ticket. For this I was 
vigorously attacked by Freethinkers, and it was the 
Sunday-closing act and the vote of the People’s 
party members in the case that they used as an 
argument, and there are no doubts that the People’s 
party lost thousands of votes on account of it. 
Now, I do not believe that the People’s party intends 
to unite church and state. I believe there is 
enough intelligence and foresight in the party to 
see the danger of it. There are enough religious 
strifes as it is, and if the churches should be given 
the smallest chance in that direction they. would all 
of them, all the one hundred and eighty different 
. Christian denominations in this country, commence 
to strive for supremacy. What that”means every- 
one can see. I hope our party will not do anything 
in a way to subject our government to church rule, 
as we all know what that means. History tells its 
story about church rule (and its rule of sword and 
fire), and to-day we see Russia with her Christian 
church rule, a living hell. When George Washing- 
ton said, “In no sense is this government founded 
on the Christian religion,” he no doubt knew what 
he was talking about, and the only safeguard is to 
follow out Washington’s and Jefferson’s wise 
course. Just look at the Catholic church now, 
grabbing out for the control of our common school. 
It must be stopped. 

There are no earthly reasons why the World’s 
Fair should be closed on Sundays, and I defy 
anyone to show even a single solitary ground from 
a religious point of view, consistent with the 
Christian religion. It is conceded from all sides 
ethat the Bible Sabbath is not Sunday but Saturday, 
and scripture says that ‘whosoever doeth any 
work on the Sabbath day shall be put to death.” 
If this law was enforced there would not be any- 
body left to attend the Fair or any other place. 
The observance of Sunday as a day of worship was 
decreed by the emperor Constantine, 321 a.p., and 
in honor of the sun. Sunday observance was 
decreed by this cruel tyrant, this Christian monster, 
who murdered his own wife by suffocating her in a 
kettle of hot water; the heart-rending ruffian who 
cut the throat of his own son, and murdered his 

. father-in-law and brother-in-law, anda great many 
other near relativs, and maintained at his court a 
set of bloodthirsty and bigoted priests, one of 
whom was sufficient to incite one-half of the world 
to massacre the other. I hope that our People’s 


party members will vote for an open Fair on Sun-' 


days. I hope that they will show justice to the 
living, and not bend their knees before the bloody 
hand of thé dead and buried Roman emperor. I 
hope my defense for the People’s party shall not 
come to shame. I hope our representativs prove 
to be as broad-minded as I believe them to be, and 
thanking you in advance for whatever you may do 
to open the Fair on Sundays, I remain, 
Yours truly, Ore E. Hagen. 
P. S.—It is very seldom that the majority is 
right, but it happens in this case. If the Sunday 
opening was put to a vote of the people, it would 
carry with an overwhelming majority. In the name 
of labor and honest toil, I shall expect a unani- 
mous people’s party vote for Sunday opening. The 
church has always been the oppressor, pious and 
bloodthirsty. It has always been the arehfiend of 
labor and the enemy of liberty. It is not the 
church of the real Christ and it never was, but it is 
the church of that pious perjurer and abominable 
robber and murderer, the Roman emperor Con- 
stantine, called the Great. Not only as a laborer, 
but as a lover of liberty and peace on earth, I shall 
ask of our representativs their vote for Sunday 
opening. I shall ask their vote for honest toil, and 
I sincerely hope that they will not go into partner- 
ship with the disciples of Constantine—these lazy 
drones who loaf around the whole week and make 
‘their living by telling ignorant and superstitious 
dupes some hobgoblin and fish stories on Sun- 


days. l Ore Haaren. 
Mr. Charlesworth Encounters the Striped 


Animal. 

Since writing my last letter I hav given a course 
of lectures in several towns and cities upon the 
Puget sound, all of which hay terminated in a 
brilliant success. From Seattle I went to Buckley, 
where I was favored with large and enthusiastic 
audiences at each of my lectures, and our friends 
seemed highly enthused atthe result. Martin G-au 
had made the arrangements for the lectures, and 
quite successfully too. The town literally swarms 
with people who are of Liberal thought; my 
lectures were well received and entire satisfaction 
was experienced all round. On my way there I 
called at Tacoma, where E. G. Bixler, secretary of 
the Tacoma Secular Union, assisted by our inde- 


fatigable co-worker C. B. Reynolds, had arranged 
for me to giv a lecture before the society. I was 
once more favored with a good audience; the 
members and friends of the Union gave me a very 
cordial and hearty reception, and liberal assistance 
too in the matter of finance. = 

Tacoma is blessed and honored with a large ele- 
ment of enthusiastic Liberals. A splendid society 
is in activ operation here, and every Sunday even- 
ing Mr. Reynolds lectures toa crowded hcuse. The 
chief interesting feature of the society is the large 
number of lady members, who are activ in their 
efforts to make the society and its endeavors a 
success. Its business meetings are well attended, 
and an enthusiasm in the cause is met with here 
unexcelled by any society in the land. Mr. and 
Mrs. C. B. Reynolds are unflinching in their work 
here for mental freedom and the emancipation of 
the human mind from the thraldom of priestcraft. 
They find earnest and willing supporters in Mr. 
and Mrs. Charles Babcock, Dr. and Mrs. Angus, 
Mr. Howden, George Leon, Mr. Ford and his 
father, E. G. Bixler, Miss Lucy Lowe, and many 
others too numerous to mention in these columns. 

Port Angeles was my next point, where I gave 
three lectures, through the efforts of Frank Morse. 


The Opera House was well filled upon each occa- 
Professor Seymour and many other well- 
known Liberals were among the audience, and my 
( A large number of 
friends signed the constitution of the Federation, 


sion. 
lectures were a great success. 


and placed their names upon our list of members. 


Next I found myself at Forest Grove, Ore., where 
They hav a 
splendid Liberal hall here built by a bequest of Mr. 
Vert and which the Freethinkers hay for their own 
I found a large crowd awaiting me at the 
A 
Thomas Paine celebration was held on the Sunday 
Our meet- 
D. ©. 
Stewart is a good worker for our cause, and through 
him the lectures and meetings were attended with 
The district representativ is a 
well-known Freethinker and succeeded in his elec- 
tion campaign notwithstanding the fact that the 
name of Infidel was hurled against him as a means 
It is a university town and a 
large number of the students attended each of my 


I gave a course of four lectures. 


use. 
hall and they gave me an enthusiastic reception. 
morning, which went off in good shape. 
ings here were enlivened by sweet music. 


a grand success. 


to cause his defeat. 


lectures. 


I had a close call before me to reach Seattle in 
time to meet the champion of orthodoxy in debate 
A storm impeded the progress of 
the train somewhat and I arrived in Seattle at 8:20 
o'clock. The time called for the meeting was 8 
o'clock, so I immediately hurried off to the Armory 
Halland found two or three hundred people awaiting 


for six nights. 


to witness the contest of opinions, the battle of words. 


Without anything to eat, or even a wash, without 
time to remove the dust of travel from my clothes, 


I mounted the platform and was introduced to J. 


T. Ronald, the mayor of Seattle, who had been se- 
We immediately took 
up our positions upon the platform, and after a 


lected to act as moderator. 


few prefatory remarks by the mayor, Mr. Braden 
led off in the debate upon the first proposition. 
He is a man sixty-two years of age, about five feet 
seven inches in hight, and weighs about two hun- 
dred pounds. He has small ferrety eyes which 
bespeak distrust, a prominent nasal organ, with 
iron-gray beard and mustache. He had his argu- 
ments prepared in manuscript, which he proceeded 
to read in the form of a essay. The first night 
passed off well without anything savoring of per- 
sonal vituperation. I took careful notes of what 
he said in his first speech, and my first thirty 
minutes was taken up with a criticism of what he 
had said. In his second speech he read again from 
his manuscripts, and never attempted to make re- 
ply to my criticisms. So after a brief review of 
what he had said again, E commenced in my clos- 
ing argument for the first night an attack upon the 
language of the Bible, which he had to defend by 
the terms of the proposition under discussion. 
Never once did he throughout the whole debate 
confine himself to the subject at issue, or even to 
make a decent attempt to answer my criticisms of 
his own statements, or to answer my objections to 
biblical doctrin and language. The first night re- 
sulted in an overwhelming victory for our side, and 
the local press gave me a favorable report in their 
columns. Upon opening the discussion for the 
second night, he made a frantic effort to meet my 
criticisms for a few minutes, which he read off again 
from his paper, haviog had about twenty-one hours 
to prepare it. The debate started out well, but on 
the second night, while I was in the midst of an 
argument, a hiss was plainly heard by those in the 
hall. Imagin my surprise and disgust when I knew 
that it emanated from the “reverend” gentleman on 
the platform, Mr. Braden himself. This was the 


first personal attack. I stopped for a moment in 

my address and gave him a home thrust for 

his ungentlemanlike conduct, which brought 

down the house with a perfect storm of applause. 

From that moment to the close of the debate the 

sympathy of the audience went on- my side. Even 

ministers of his own sect denounced him for his 
action, and withheld their support and sympathy 

from him. The Ministerial Alliance of Seattle, 

which had indorsed him as their representativ, 

never favored him with their presence, and made 

th mselvs conspicuous by. their absence. The 

Rev. Mr. Williams, of Salem, Ore., reproached him 

for what he had done and urged him to keep his 

temper and abstain from such conduct in the 

future, as it would be detrimental to the interests 

of the church. The second night resulted in a 
greater victory than ever, and our friends were 

highly enthused at the way the debate was going. 

So far I had kept entirely clear from any personal 

attack upon my opponent, a rule that I had laid 

down for myself to follow. On the third night he 

commenced an attack upon the personal character 

of great Freethinkers, our leaders past and present. 

Ingersoll, Putnam, York, Bell, and many others 

came in for their share of the filthiest vi- 

tuperations that ever fell from the lips of 

man. I became so incensed at the attitude he 

had taken in this debate that I could scarcely 

constrain my feelings; and gave him a bitter shot 

in return for what he had done. I felt that I had 

done wrong, perhaps, but my rebuke won me tke 
renewed confidence and sympathy of my audience. 

I had made an attempt to conduct the debate 
honorably and fair, but I was foiled in anything of 
the kind by his slanderous abuse and grossly inde- 
cent personalities. From now on I was fully de- 

termined to fight the cur with his own weapons. 
It requires coursge to face nnd confront this infa- 
mous disseminator of filth, and to meet this 
notorious equivocator on such grounds. To be 
surrounded by people whose very intelligence and 
freedom revolts at such assaults upon personal 
character as issued from the mouth of this ingrate, 
was a task no man of honor need envy. In the 
course of his remarks he said, “I can always tell a 
dirty, low-down, mean, sneaking Infidel by the 
manner in which he will discuss sacred things.” 
To this I gave reply in the following words: “I 
can always tella dirty, low-down, sneaking Chris- 
tian by the hissing noise hewould make with his 
mouth.” This brought down a perfect storm of 
applause. I added, “There were only two animals 
in the world that hissed, one was a snake, the other 
was a goose; they both had about the least amount 

of brains of any animals in tke world; and the 

reverend gentleman could classify himself in the 

order with either of them that he saw fit.” Again 

the audience broke outin a roar which made Braden 

wince, not with shame, but with anger. He then 

proceeded to abuse and insult his audience. He 

told them ‘their brains were in their heels, not in 

their heads,” and from this forth he played a de- 

cidedly losing game. 

The Rev. Mr. Williams, who is pastor ofa church 
belonging to the same sect as Braden, evinced his 
abhorrence of the man by denouncing him and re- 
turning home. Rev. McCallom, of Olympia, fol- 
lowed suit, and the two returned together. It was 
utterly impossible to keep a fair debate now, all 
rules and°’regulations were entirely ignored, the 
character and sincerity of individuals were assailed 
by this man of God and champion of the Min- 
isterial Association of Seattle. He called his 
audience swine, hogs, clackers, geese, serpents, and 
every vile name that an evil disposed mind could 
call up. 

The church party were dejected ; they resorted 
to falsehood in their attempts to extricate themselvs 
from the mud in which their champion had placed 
them. The press manifested a respectful silence, 
but in what little they did say concerning it they 
carefully omitted to mention his obscenities, 
although they gave me the best of the encounter. 
The third night was passed away, the victory toour 
cause was kept up, and the Liberals went home re- 
joicing in the conquest we had made. 

I shall finish the report of the debate in my next 
letter. Jonn R. CHARLESWORTRA, 

Sec. Freethought Federation of America. 

J. E. Remspure’s appointments, after leaving Wash- 

ington, will be as follows: 


Greensburg. Pa.. Feb. 23: Vera Cruz, O.....Mar. 4 
Butler, Pa......... a. 24: Bluffton, O......... * 5 
Tarentum, Pa...... a 25! Muncio, O.......... ‘f 5 
Pittsburg, Pa...... s 26 Daleville, O........ “ 6 
Tappan, O.......... « 97 Noblesville, Ill... “ 7, 8 
Connotton, O...... es 28 Redmon, Hl......... ‘* 8 
Cortlandt, O...... . Mar. 1 Coles, DL............ 6s 9 
Findlay, O......... j 2 Highland, Iil....... “ 11, 12 
Pleasant Lake, Ind ‘‘ 3 


Mr, Remsburg will go from Illinois to Texas, 
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Detters of Friends. 


Two Converts to the True Church. 


New Rocuetzz, N. Y., Feb. 10, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: Please find inclosed check 


‘for $7 for two new subscribers and my 


Wu. BROADBELT. 


renewal for one year. 


A Lover of Knowledge. 
Grano Forss, DAK., Jan. 26, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: I inclose two trial sub- 


‘ scriptions, a small order for books, and my 


renewal. Iam a poor man but would like 
to get some more books, The spirit is 
willing but the purse weak. 

Levi BANCROFT. 


To Spread the Good Word. 
Der Norte, Cor., Jan. 29, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: I received your books all 
OK. Iam well pleased with them. The 
fifty cents you hold you may use for pub- 
lication of pamphlets for the cause of 
Freethought, and oblige, 
Yours for truth, Murs. M. A. JEROME. 


Propaganda. 

YATES Center, Kan., Jan, 25, 1893. 
Mr. Epor: I hav nearly every num- 
ber of Tue TRUTH SÉRKER for the past five 
years. I would be willing to giv them to 
any person or persons who would distribute 
them as samples or in any way that they 
might do some good, I willsend them to 
any lecturer who is traveling and dis- 
tributing Freethought literature, or divide 

them among several, Let me know. 
M. A. WEcCKERLY. 


Liberals Want to Meet. 
GREENSBURG, PA., Feb. 4, 1893. 
Mr. Epor: I see by your paper of 
February 4th that a writer from Jeannette, 
Pa,, would like the address of the Greens- 
burg writer. I wish to inform him we 
hav an organization here named the 
Greensburg Progressiv Liberal Union, 
that meets every Sunday afternoon in 
Armbrust’s Hall. We would be pleased to 
meet the gentleman from Jeannette any 
time, and if you will giv us his name we 
will send a committee to wait on him and 
extend an invitation to visit us. 
J. P. LEASURE, Secretary. 


Will Our Ohio Subscribers Reply to 
This? 
OLD SOLDIERS AND SAILORS HOME, 
SANDUSKY, O., Feb. 2, 1893. 

Mr. Eviror: Will you please be so kind 
as to inform the readers of your valuable 
journal, Taz Trora SEEKER, if the Bible 
is read in the public schools of Ohio? 
And also if the public schools of Ohio are 
opened with prayer? We hay put this 
question to quite a number of the dailies 
of our state, but can elicit no reply. 
Hoping you can giv us the facts in the 
case, we are constant readers of your 
paper, and earnest friends of Freethought 
and reform, Dr. Gorges H., Boyp, 

_ GEORGE BAKER, 


The Meanness of the Baltimore Press. 
Bartmors, MD., Jan. 30, 1893. 
Mr. Epırog: Please find inclosed the 
address of Father Stafford. This isa new 
departure, for a Catholic prelate to appear 
before a free discussion society. He was 
replied to most effectivly by a Freethought 
Liberal, and notes were taken by a re- 
porter, yet not a word of the reply was 
published in our city papers — which shows 
the meanness of our Baltimore city press. 
Mr. Putnam has delivered two or. three 
lectures before this association, not a word 
of which could be gotin our papers.. He 
was not present at this meeting, Verily, 
our press is muzzled. E. Livrzey, 


Lectures or Books. 


Corts, Itn., Jan. 11, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: Inclosed please find $1 for 
four books, entitled, ‘‘ Age of Reason,” by 
Thoma; Paine; ‘‘Travels in Faith,” by 
R. C. Adams; ‘‘ My Religious Experience,” 
by &. P. Putnam; ‘‘Bible Morals,” by 
J. E. Remsburg. 

We thought we were going to hav a 
Freethinkers’ lecture by J. E. Remsburg 
in this month, but I see we are not billed 
in Toe Trura Seexer. He wrote us he 
woull be here in January, but I guess he 
has forgotten us, and if we cannot hav the 
pleasure of hearing a good lecture we can 


Samaritan.” 
and preached about and cursed, but, 
brethren, I am with you always when it 
comes to doing what I think is right and 
changing my mind when I think I am 
wrong. 


laurels on the brow of the great and splen- 
did man. 
hay said, a monument of figures of fiowers, 
wrought in the finest of marble, with the 
deserved emblems. 
the first great psalm of morn—Truth and 
Love. 


Picture Book I walked to town, five miles, 
and sold ten Bible Picture Books and in- 
duced E. J. Colvin to subscribe for the pa- 
per and a book.. Friends, if you would put 
your shoulder to the wheel right the lift 
would not be so hard. My way of over- 
coming the repulsiv atmosphere that 
generally surrounds book-agents is by 
complimenting myself like this: ‘‘Friends, 
with this staff I hav walked five miles. 
My $8 pension will not keep wife and me 
both, but she is loyal to the cause of 
Truth and Liberty, 
works to keep back the wolf, and if I- 
should sell a hundred books I would not 
make a cent.” 
our heart we carry your burden, but this 
is all we can do at present. 


Whoever Helps Ecclesiasticism Is an 


names for membership in the Freethought 
Federation of America, as I regard it as 
one of the grandest movements that hav 
ever been made. 


superfluous. 
name I send in to feel that anything that 
has any appearance of ecclesiastical usurp- 


name, 
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read his books. I will close and wait 
with patience for the arrival of the books. 
Yours respectfully, JosS. Jonnson. 


Changes His Mind When He Pleases. 

ELSINORE, CAL., Jan. 30, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: The illustration of Jan- 
uary 2ist representing the harvest-home of 
inspired witchcraft is one of the best pro- 
jections of Mr. Heston’s genius which it 
has ever been my good fortune to contem- 
plate. Although there is at this time a 
Methodist revival in progress at Elsinore, 


I hav received the right of religious lib- 


erty which I believe to be accorded to 
an American citizen, by hanging the 
picture in my office window—as I am in 
the habit of doing—by the side of the last 
Wasp’s colored cartoon of ‘‘The Modern 
Of course I shall be abused 


Very truly, F. H. HEALD. 


A Champion Truth Spreader. 
Inwaco, Wasa., Jan. 6, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: I, too, say, let us put 


Only Wilson Macdonald should 
Ingersoll has voiced 


We owe him a debt of gratitude. 
With afew TRUTH SEEKERS and a Bible 


and goes out and 
All of whichisafact. In 


J. A. SEEBER. 


Enemy to His Country. 
PELLA, IA., Jan. 26, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: I wish to send a list of 


But simply to get men 
to consent to hav their names sent in for 
membership upon my explanation of the 
objects of the order, occurs to me to be 
I want every man whose 


ation is of vastly more importance than 


party affiliations, and is sufficient cause to 


brand a man as an enemy of, and traitor 
to, our institutions and the liberties of our 
country; hence I would suggest that we 
hay printed preambles with blanks for 


names written by each one wishing to be- 


come a member. The object of this 


method is that each one may fully under- | 
stand the nature and importance of the 


obligation he is taking when he signs his 


adopted. If so please send me a few pre- 
ambles with blanks attached, and I will 
get as many to sign as possible and remit 
on receipt of same. HALL Fisk. 


A Secular Faneral, 

Grand Rapips, Minn., Jan. 25, 1898. 

Mr. Epiror: Your old subscriber Lizzie 
P. Hawkins died suddenly on Nov. 20, 
1892. She died as she had lived, a con- 
sistent Liberal, And following out her oft- 
repeated request, she was laid in her last 
resting-place without any priest or preacher 
or religious service of any kind. My 
brother, H. H. Hawkins, late candidate 
for lieutenant-governor in this state, de- 
livered her funeral address. He paid a 
glowing tribute to the memory cf one 
whom, as my cherished wife, he had known 
for eighteen years. He spoke of her 
ability and perfect honesty; and though 
many Christians were present, there was 
not a dry eye in the audience, 

For many years my wife and myself hay 


few days. 


Wells has gone and left it to me. 
his time expires I shall subscribe for it 
myself. 
established my former convictions upon 
all the subjects of religion. I am a great 
admirer of Mr. Ingersoll. 


hard on the poor preachers. 
mine tells me this little story: ‘‘I went to 
Pittsburgh the other day, and took a seat 
in the car immediately across the aisle from 
a clerical-looking youth. This person had 
on the high-cut waistcoat and frock coat 
of a preacher, and he wore the look of one 
of the oldtime itinerant psalm-singers, 
who thought the cooking of Sunday meals 
was a sin against the Lord God. This 
particular youth had the melancholy look 
of a man who had lost his best friend and 
was himself on the road to perdition. 
newsboy soon came through the car and 
distributed packages of candy, leaving one 
on the seat beside the theological student, 
and went on to the next car. 
was the boy gone than the sanctimonious 
youth carefully opened one end of the 
box and abstracted six or seven of the 
tissue-paper- wrapped 
closed the package. 
paper from one and put the candy in his 
mouth, then opening his grip he took out 
his Bible and commenced to read. I was 
beginning to be interested in this religious 
thief, and watched when the boy came 
back. He shook his head when asked if 
he wanted to purchase one. 
then read his Bible until Pittsburgh was 
reached, in the meantime eating the sandy 
he had purloined from the boy.” 
commenting yourself, but believe me, the 
story is absolutely true. l 


It may be that such plan has been | 


newal of your valuable paper. 
very hard to get some new subscribers, 


worked side by side in the ranks of Free- 
thought, in this state, in California, and 
Arizona. We hav many friends who can 
only learn of her death through the 
columns of our home idol Tue TRUTH 
SEEKER, and hence at this late date I write 


you of the sad event. Ishould hav done it 
long ago, but was at the time blind, and 


hav only been able to read or write for a 
L. H. HAWKINS. 


The Impudence of Preachers. 


WAGENOR, I. T., Jan. 23, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: The following does not 


come properly under the head of ‘‘ Crimes 
of Preachers,” yet I think it worth com- 
municating to you. 
killer ” whohad been ‘‘sent” to the charge 
at Tahlequah, Ind. Terr. (capital of the 
Cherokee Nation), by name Elliot, for 
1892, .was—as usual—a constant beg- 
gar, and not only this but last spring 
actually sent a note to every member of 
his flock asking them to send their chil- 
dren around to hoe out his garden. Some 
of the poor fools did so, and he stood 
among the little fellows with an umbrella 
over him directing the work. This is 
what I term 

hypos possess it. 


One Methodist ‘‘ sin- 


£*gall,” And only such 


Tread Tar Truru Seeker. My friend 


When 


‘ The Bible in India” long ago 


Infidels are plentiful out here, but they 


are not much on reading. Yet I thinkI 
shall be able to send you some subscribers 
soon. 


I like Q. E. Macdonald, of Snohomish. 


Mr. Putnam’s argument ie by all odds the 
clearest on the subject of any I hav seen. 


Q. A. PLACE. 


Not Surprising, for Preachers Are Pro- 


fessional Thieves. 
HUBBARD, Jan. 23, 1893. 
Mr, Eprror: I send youa small list of 


names of men who, I think, would like to 
see THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


I sometimes ‘think we are a little too 
A friend of 


The 


No sooner 


candy-balls and 
He removed the 


This hypocrit 


Do the 


Yours for the truth, 
ApamM ARCHBOLD. 


A Sample Lie. 
TRTNIDAD, Cox., Jan. 15, 1893. 
Mr. Eprtor: Inclosed find $3 for the re- 
I hay tried 


but my efforts hay been of no avail. I 
shall send you a few names of persons 
who call themselvs Freethinkers. I hav 
thought several times, like our Liberal 
brother Shumaker, that I would hav to 
discontinue Tas TRUTH SEEKER for a while, 
but I do not see how I could get along 
without it. 


I feel happy to know that we are to hav 
Brother Charlesworth to lecture for us in 
April, I think it will arouse the Free- 


know if such is the case. 


1898. 


thinkers of our community somewhat and 
perhaps put them to work in the Liberal 
cause. i 

You publish a great many books I should 
like to hav, but I shall hav to defer getting 
them until fortune smiles on me more 
plentifully. : 

One question I wish to ask you. If you: 
can answer me, please do so through the 
columns of your dear, good paper. When 
and where did a Catholic priest by the 
name of Lambert make our famous orator 
Col. R. G. Ingersoll take a back seat in an 
argument on religion? I think you will 
I hav seen no 
such argument in any journals or papers. 


A gentleman in this city told me so. I 
told him I did not believe it. 


One of the Salvation Army women asked 


me if I thought I would get to heaven. I 
told her, yes, if there is a heaven I would. 
She said, ‘‘Be careful you don’t get left 
behind.” Isaid, ‘‘ Don’t you believe it. 
I will sit on a higher seat in heaven than 
you will.” She walked out and said no 
more to me, l 


May success crown your every effort in 


the advancement of Freethought, and also 
Brother Heston’s. 


I remain, 
Yours truly for truth and liberty, 
Mrs. C. A. BERLETEH. 
[The answer to your question is, Never 


and nowhere.—-Ep. T. 8.] 


Search for Truth Never Displeasing in 


God’s Eyes. 
Wavston, O., Feb. 1, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: Tus TRUTH Seexer is dg- 


ing a good work in educating the people 
and broadening the minds of seekers of 
the truth. In that notable interview be- 
tween Mrs. Annie Besant and the late 
Deau Stanley, the latter said: 
ber that our God is the God of truth, and 
that therefore the honest search for truth 
can never be displeasing in His eyes.” 


**Remem- 


In accord with such Liberal views is the 


address recently delivered by Col. J. H. 
Brigham, master of the National Grange 
Patrons of Husbandry, on the occasion of 
the death of a neighbor who was a Free- 
thinker. 


The following is the extract: 
Our friend and brother did not accept 


the views and beliefs entertained by many 
of our people, but he was a firm believer 
in the greatness and goodness of an infinit 
God. Andas he saw and understood his 
character and teachings, he trusted to him. 
It is not for you and me to say he should 
hav discarded his belief and hav accepted 
ours. He, like all of us, must finally meet 
the judge of all the earth, and when that 
timó comes we will not be tried by any 
creed of any church, but will meet face to 
face a just and loving father who will not - 
condemn without reason. 
judge of all the earth do right?” In the 
hands of that judge we leave our departed 
friend and brother. : 


“Shall not the 


Broad-minded humanitarians are sur- 


prised at the action of certain persons who 
are striving to close the World’s Fair on 
Sunday. And the 
means are adopted by the bigots to accom- 
plish the closing. The fact that the 


most disreputable 


‘pious frauds” claim 4,050,518 names 


from Michigan when that state contains 
only 2,093,389 people is a sample of their 
scalawagism. THe TRUTH SEEKER’S leaflet 
on the World’s Fair closing should hay a 
wide circulation. 
Christian nation is another of the mistakes 
of the superstitionists. 
Nation, George Washington, above his 
official 
Tripoli declared: 
the United States is not in any sense 
founded on the Christian religion.” 


The plea that this is a 
The Father of this 
signature 


in the treaty with 
“The government of 


He 
further said, ‘‘The United States is not a 
Christian nation any more than a Jewish 
or Mohammedan nation.” 

Jas, H. SHERWOOD. 


A Brush With the Enemy. 
LAKEPORT, 8. Dax., Jan. 19, 1898. 
Mr. Epor: Inclosed find $2, for 
which please send me the following books: 
“Force and Matter,” $1.50; the great 
Ingersoll controversy, 25 cents; ‘‘ Did 
Jesus Arise?” by Saladin, 25 cents; total, 
$2.50. l 
` [hav just finished reading Ingersoll’s 
‘Interviews on Talmage,” and think it 
is, for keenness of argument, and sharp- 
ness of. sarcasm, far above anything I hav 
ever read. 
Your paper is also a welcome guest. I 
think it contain; nothing but good and 
useful information, 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, FEBRUARY 18. 
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I wish you would admit to your columns 
a few words which I hav to say concerning 
a ‘f minister of the gospel.” A few days 
ago there happened to pass through this 
section of the country one of those semi. 
lunatics who claim to.be called by the 
“Holy Ghost,” a ‘‘servant of the Lord,” 
ete. Being asked where he was from, he 
declared that he was one of a company of 
missionaries, consisting of three hundred 
members, sent out by ‘the missionary 
society.” He was dressed up like a gen- 
tleman, with plug hat and white linen, and 
his conversation was that of a first-class 
religious crank. He stopped here one 
night, as this happened to be the first 
house he struck; and as Infidels are 
always kind and hospitable, even to 
preachers, he was of course invited to rest 
himself overnight from his weary travel 
during the day, in searching for lost sin- 
ners. He tried pretty much to stuft some 
of his religious nonsense down our throats, 
such as ‘*‘to become one of the Lord's 
children,” to ‘‘consecrate ourselvs en- 
tirely to Jesus Christ,” ete. The reader 
may judge as to how far he succeeded. 
However, he soon made known his busi- 
ness, which was that of a missionary beg. 
gar, after a religious discourse in a 
neighboring schoolhouse, But, alas! 
his speech had made but little effect, 
or he had failed to make the right 
combination with the holy trinity, in or- 
der to make the Holy Ghost work on the 
audience, as there was but one contrib- 
utor. Å 

I remain, yours as ever for Freethought, 

J. C, NELSON. 


Womea Will Abolish What Little Liberty 
d We Hav. , 
Nowaow, Can., Jan. 24, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: There is one question 
among the multitudes discussed in THE 
TRUTH SEEKER which I think most Free- 
thinkers do not see in its true light, and 
that is woman suffrage. Now that the 
Freethought Federation of America is an 
established fact it behooves us as intelli- 
gent electors to closely examin, from more 
than one standpoint, whether our sisters, 
mothers, and wives should share with the 
men that greatest of responsibilities, the 
ballot. Asour work as members of the 
Freethought Federation of America will 
almost wholly be to keep church and state 
separate, we should look more closely at 
_ that side of the woman suffrage question 
than any other. Mrs. R. H. Schwartz, of 
San José, Cal., in an article in Tu 
TRUTH SEEKER of Dec. 24, 1892, has won 
my lifelong admiration for her sensible- 
ness (a scarce article with the fair sex, by 
the way). She says: ‘‘I want to vote, 
but I would rather die without voting than 
see Women Vote now. It is highly 
necessary to arouse her to her position in 
the Bible, church, ani dress reform. 
First, she must realize the littleness of 
dress, novel-reading, gossip, etc., and 
that outside of this limited space her mind 
is blank.” Truer words were never 
spoken. Liberals surely must be aware 
that nearly all preachers and very relig- 
ious people desire the women to vote. 
Why? They want their help and co- 
operation in their damnable work of 
putting God in the Constitution. With 
the women composing half of the popula- 
tion of the country, and about four-fifths 
of the congregation of the land, we hav 
an army, and as an army must hav leaders 
this one is led by the priesthood, that at 
one fell swoop at the ballot-box can 
annihilate what little personal liberty Com- 
stock, Harrison, and Wanamaker hav left 
us, Think of the danger to our treasured 
freedom of conscience if the fanatical 
Woman’s Christian Temperance Union, led 
by that very able female suffragist Miss 
Frances Willard, were turned at large 
with the ballot in their hands. There are 
Liberal-minded women, it is true, but in 
what ratio do they stand as compared to 
men? The Liberal woman’s vote in agen- 
eral election affecting some religious issue 
would be snowed under so badly that the 
late lamented Harrison would not be in it. 
I am aware of the fact that most Liberal 
papers, including the old standby, Tus 
TRUTH SEEKER, advocate woman suffrage. 
In an issue of Tun TRUTH SEEKER some 
months back, in an editorial reviewing 
the obnoxious parts to Liberals of political 
platforms, the editor says about the 


Woman Suffrage plank in the Prohibition 
party platform: ‘They (the Prohibition- 
ists) are fair enough to allow the women 
to vote.” I would say they are. smart 
enough. If people imagin that plank was 
putin from any sense of fairness to the 
fair sex they are wofully mistaken. 
Were women allowed to vote, the Prohibi- 
tion party would not be the political 
cipher itis to-day. A lady schoolteacher, 
a strong female suffragist, told the under- 
signed a short time ago, “If we could 
only vote we would soon puta stop to the 
liquor business, and the first thing we 
would hay would be a Sunday law in Cali- 
fornia.” Nice to contemplate, is it not? 
The preachers hay abandoned the Pro- 
hibition party, and are flocking to 
the standard of the People’s party, 
the party of the Masses, the Lasses, 
and the Asses. Although in their 
platform they did not come out flat- 
footed for woman suffrage, they threw out 
some mighty strong hints. Almost all of 
the leaders, writers, and speakers of the 
party are in favor of woman suffrage, and 
Ihav met very few People’s party men, 
at least here in California, who were Free- 
thinkers. There is no use to deny the 
fact, religion has a strong hold on the 
women, and the preachers are smart 
enough to recognize the fact. Duty to 
God before man would be the women’s 
political battle-ery. (I speak about the 
majority of women, of course.) No, 
fellow-Freethinkers, woman is not free- 
minded encugh to hay the power of the 


lighted such easily pleased audiences. 
Heston seems destined to rival the ancient 
Hogarth as a satiric artist, and the follies 
of the world make him a necessity. 
While asingle trace of superstition lingers 
in the mind of mortal man, Heston’s pen- 
cil and Macdonald’s pen will remove it if 
anything can. 

Annie Besant has just delivered two 
lectures here on Theosophical subjects, 
and while I sat nearly two hours at one 
of them, with pencil and paper to jot 
down an idea new or startling, I failed to 
catch one; and came away feeling as a 
man does who partakes of an oyster stew 
at a church entertainment—that he has 
been the victim of misplaced confidence. 
Her ability as an orator is unquestioned, 
for the past is too full of evidence, but 
Theosophy, that compound of wind and 
words, that jugglery of tenuous theories, 
affords little scope for oratory based on 
common sense; and based on anything 
else it can never be effectiv. Why 
this once brilliant Materialist has absorbed 
a doctrin that reason has no use for, and 
demonstrated facts hav no connection 
with, will remain a puzzle to those who 
watch the mutations of the human mind. 
Her mind is now absorbed and mystified 
with a double triangle marked with San- 
skrit letters that signify sat, which means, 
in the king’s English, existence; and other 
characters on this six-pointed enameled 
star worn on the right shoulder, signify 
aum, which is another ‘‘sacred” word, 
meaning the principle which underlies all 


‘custom of praying for the dead is sanctioned 
by the holy book, for it is written therein 
that, after the battle between the children 
of God and their enemies, Judas Macea- 
beus. sent silver offerings to the high 
priests for the purpose of offering services 
for the repose of the souls of the dead 


soldiers.” 


That caps the climax! Isnotsuch preach- 


ing and teaching encouraging to the evil- 
doers? L 
criminal to believe that, even after his 
death, the silver offerings sent to the high 
priests by. his relative or friends will secure 
him a clear pass? 
Paine says: ‘*The invention of purgatory 
and of the releasing of souls therefrom, by 
prayers, bought of the church with money, 


Is it not a consolation for the 


Correctly Thomas 


are revenue laws without bearing that 
name or carrying that appearance.” 

But what else is the so-called holy book 
but a fabrication of man, and where can 
we find a book which contains more de- 
moralizing, obscene, and immoral reading 
matter than that very one? Those who 
honestly believe in a God ought to consider 
that so-called holy book the most blas- 
phemous publication ever manufactured by 
man—as an insult to their God. but this 
practice of praying and interceding for the 
dead by the church, I suppose, is only 
established for the wealthier classes; the 
poor seem to hav a poor show; they may 
console themselvs by reading the scripture: 
‘“ Blessed are the poor, for such is the 
kingdom of heaven,” and this is a great 
consolation indeed, for well they know— 
and many have experienced it—tbat if the 


| I doubt not, but at present it would be the 


ballot in her hands. The time will come, | existence. Having read more or less 
about this sacred word aum, and -the 
proper way to pronounce it tc generate 
power and set force in motion, I recalled 
to wind what Voltaire said about such sa- 
ered words in bis day, and would recom- 
mend its careful perusal in this. When 
persons surrender reason to such trivial 
things they are fast approaching that men- 
tal condition where it will require no 
effort to believe the walls of Jericho 
tumbled at the blast of a ram’s horn. 
Credulity apparently has no limit and we 
must learn to be surprised at nothing, 


shekels are not forthcoming punctually, 
no goods will be delivered. 1 know of 
several instances in which the high priests 
refused to officiate unless the silver offer- 
ings were paid in advance. Here is one: 
A poor man, personally known to me, 
whose earnings are but $41 per month, lost 
his fifteen-year-old son. He went to the 
priest and told him oi his sorrows and mis- 
fortune. ‘This good servant of the Lord 
expressed his sympathy, but told him he 
could not officiate ut the funeral unless $25 
were paid in advance. The poor fellow 


death of the Freethought Federation of 
America, ALBERT SANDBERG. 


We Must Be Surprised at Nothing That 

° Credulity Does. 

Los ANGELES, CAL., Jan. 1, 1898. 

Mr. Eprror: Jt was with much pleasure 
that I read your editorial note saying that 
Geo. E. Macdonald would again be heard 
through the columns of THE TRUTH 
SEEKER. For one, I think his long and 
profound silence in the shade of Puget 


sound has been a moral crime against 


Freethought and thegreat family of Free- 
thinkers that derived so much benefit and 
satisfaction from his mental powers and 
the products of his brain. No Freethought 
writer has been more widely missed than 
he in his temporary disappearance, and 
his legion of friends will rejoice at the 
chance to renew his literary acquaintance, 
and to forget now and then that life has a 
stern and serious side. Since Freethought 
suspended and failed to make its weekly 
visits on this coast, it has seemed as though 
an old acquaintance had climbed the 
golden stair; for we had got so used to 
the weekly supply of fresh and facetious 
thoughts from the Man With the Badge- 
pin, that their cessation was like cutting 
off the liquid refreshments of a man ac- 
customed to his daily dram. I think, 
however, that his long silence will be 
generally forgiven, provided he does not 
repeat the offense. 

I would further remark, that next to the 
writings of the man mentioned above, the 
pictures of Heston seem to fill a ‘‘soul 
want;” and so lifelike and accurate are 
some of them that I wonder at times if he 
does not catch the facial expression of 
some of those old chicken-eaters with a 
kodak and transfer it witha pencil. In 
his ‘‘exact description of the clergy ” he 
must hay taken them from life, or had a 
flash of inspiration; for all are so true to 
nature and tbe profession that they only 
lack the power of speech to convince one 
he is gazing on the real presence. That 
old Methodist parson in the group I hay 
seen a thousand times, and I guess every- 
body else has; and the Church of England 
man I am positiv I knew back East. That 
description in words which Jeremiah 
givs is too accurate to admit of question, 
and both should be widely circulated as 
missionary documents for our church. I 
was also particularly pleased with Ga- 
briei’s picture, for it revealed a knowledge 
of heavenly characters not to be expected 
from an old resident of Missouri; and the 
fact that Gabriel had adopted one of our 
latest classical productions in music goes 

there has been an imitativ pro- 
uy alow in heaven, where ‘“‘ Old Hun- 


ression , 
held sway so long and de- 


dred” has 


Paine, and hope for successful results. 
Prof. W. C. Bowman will establish the 


this city, and it is expected to be a Free- 
thought organization. 
Rev. Dr. C. Severance (Devil’s Church). 


An Archbishop’s Foolish Babblings 
Rebuked. 
New Orusans, La., Jan. 17, 1893. 

Mx. Epitor: A few months since Arch- 
bishop Janssens, while officiating at a 
funeral, said: ‘‘ The church prays for the 
dead. There is a life beyond thetomb, the 
life eternal, with its eountless myriads and 
myriads of souls, gone to their last account, 
for eternal reward or everlasting woe !” 

This everlasting woe doctrin is still the 
drawing card of the church, which is so 
profitable to the high priests, for it gathers 
in the tithes; without it the pews of these 
structures of superstition would be as 
empty on the first day of the week as on 
any other day. Though there is no doubt 
that there are many priests and preachers 
who themselvs do not believe in this hell 
doctrin, yet they cannot very well afford 
to abandon the preaching thereof, for well 
they know that the time would be near at 
hand when they would hay to toil for an 
honest living in another capacity. It is 
astonishing that people in this enlightened 
age will still believe such bosh, that an 
all-merciful God would damn man, his own 
creation, to everlasting woe because he has 
made him imperfect, so much so indeed, that 
at one time it repented him very much of 
having created him at all, in consequence 
of which he concluded to drown all save a 
few, and he an unchangeable and perfect 
God at that, supreme in his wisdom, in- 
capable of making any blunders. 

He continues: ‘‘ The souls of those who 
die in the fsith are not forgotten by the 
church. She is nan ever-remembering 
mother, and when her children die she 
intercedes for them and obtains assuage- 
ment of their punishment in the other 
world, if by any sins of omission or com- 
mission they hav been temporarily denied 
access to the realms of the blessed. This 


We are making arrangements to prop- 
erly celebrate the birthday of the grand- 
est cha-acter in human history, Thomas 


Church of the New Era next Sunday in 


doxy. 


explained his condition to this good man, 
and after much pleading the bargain was 
reduced to $20, then to $15, to $10, and at 
last to $5, with the understanding that it 
had to be paid cash in advance ; that ser- 
vices would only be held at the house, and 
that a carriage would hav to be sent to the 
parsonage to convey him to the house of 
deceased and back to parsonage, although 
the street-car was passing within half a 
square of both places. Now this hard- 
hearted scalawag did not care a farthing 
if he took the last cent out of this poor 
man’s pocket (which in fact he did, as he 
had to ask his employer for an advance of 
pay), even though he did not hay the 
wherewithal to buy bread for his wife and 
children the next day; the meanest money- 
shark could not hav acted more contempt- 
ibly. Verily, there are none so blind as 
those who will not see. But as long as 
they bow to priests they will not see, and 
as long as they will not see, but blindly 
believe, we must continue to fight this 
monster of superstition. Blind belief hag 
been, and still is, fattening thousands of 
priests; blind belief stil] prevents thousands 
of Protestant preachers to sacrifice their 
fat salaries for truth; it still is the cause of 
many being sent to insane asylums; it hurls 
disc rd into the happy family by the fire- 
side, ete, etc.; therefore curse to this 
blind belief which is the cause of so much 
misery. Let all lovers of justice and 
mental freedom do their share to destroy 
these doctrins of superstition and fanati- 
cism until mental slavery will be a thing of 
the past. True, tbat time is still distant, 
but it will surely come. 
‘Erwin HUFFURTE. 


P.S.—Robert Ingersoll has arrived—that 
is, not the great orator and teacher of 
humanity, but a little stranger, well and 
hearty, made his appearance on the 4th 
inst. (for further information see letter in 
Tue Truta Seeger cf Cet. 22, 1892, 
page 683). With our two boys, the eldest 
a bright little lad of six years, who will in 
the near future be one of Miss Wixon’s 
Cornerites, we exclaim: ‘‘Home is our 
heaven.” It is needless to mention that no 
priest or preacher will be called upon to 
perform the baptism ceremonies of ortho- 


E. H. 
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@hildren’s Corner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wrxon, Fail 
River, Mass., to whom all Communica- 
tions for this Corner should be sent. 


“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
A When the night è beginning to lower, 
e in the 8 OCCUPA 
That is Own as the Children's Hour.” 


The Coming Woman. 


She’s just a rosy little lump, 
Laughing, kicking, cooing; 

She keeps her nurse upon the jump, 
Seeing what she's doing. 

She talks, and says “ Ah goo, ab gee?” 
And doubles up her fist; 

But when you take her on your knee 
Her eyes are all a-mist. 


She cries and shrieks as if she’s mad, 
Or hurt, or sadly seared; 

To hear her sob you'd think she had 
Most seriously fared. 


She’s always wanting this or that— 
There’s naught she does not dare— 

From morn till night, both soon and late, 
She needs a deal of care; 


Andnow she’s playing peek-a-boo— 
A little vixen, she— 

Who pinches, bites, and scratches you, 
Then chuckles in great glee. 


She recks not of the world outside 
Or cares its work to greet; 

She’s no ambition and no_pride 
Its varied ways to meet. 


But she’s a charming. darling one, 
Deny-it, ye who can; 

So full of frolic and of fun, 
She’s the coming woman! 


—Susan H. Wixon in Woman’s Tribune. 
ag 


All Children Are Mine. 


The mother of two wee mites, Nonna 
and Trenn, was dead, and they had just 
removed the body to the morgue. Nonna 
was a baby of four years, while Trenn 
was two years and a half older, but little 
more than a baby himself. The father 
and husband had failed in business and 
died, leaving his wife a half invalid de- 
pendent upon her needle for the meager 
support of herself and two little ones—so 
meager that they were often hungry 
and cold. 

‘The brats °l hay ter go to the poorus,” 
remarked one. 

‘Less old Mag Jones takes ’’em ter beg 
*ith, or suthin,” said another. 

‘Their marm was tu grand an’ hupper 
crusty tu liv in our wicinity, an’ that’s 
w’y she kicked the bucket,” added an- 
other. 

t Poorus, beg, Mag Jones,” rushed 
through poor little Trenn’s mind, and 
when unobserved he took his httle sister 
by the hand and walked away with her. 

“ Where we going, brother?” she asked. 

“I don’t know, darly.” : 

Trenu often called her ‘‘darly,” and 
sometimes only darl, instead of darling. 
They wandered on and on, stopping some- 
times to rest until they saw the great 
ocean like a sheet of glass in its tranquillity 
spread out before them. They walked 
down to the water’s edge just before the 

‘sun sank below the horizon, The sky 
was gvercast with heavy clouds, and the 
great luminary was thus invisible until 
they had stood there for a moment, then 
they parted just sufficiently to allow one 
golden ray to gleam upon the sea. 

‘*Oh, see, brother!” exclaimed Nonna, 
‘‘see the pretty path of gold. It’s jes’ 
wide enough for us two, less we walk on 
it.” 

‘ Yes,” replied Trenn, ‘‘we will, but 
we must be careful and not get shaky, 
because we are so hungry, and {all in the 
water. A man they calla minister said 
mamma was walking streets of gold now, 
and perhaps this gold path goes right to 
where she is.” 

‘Oh, won’t that be sp’endid—only we’s 
so hungry we most falls down, but we'll 
be careful, and mamma will giv us some 
supper when we find her, won’t she, 
brother?” .. 

“ Yes, piles and heaps of it, darl’, just 
all we want; but oh, oh; it’s gone now; 
the gold path is gone!” he cried. 

“Oh, oh; it’s gone, it’s gone!” wailed 
the baby. ; 

“And we won’t see mamma or hav any 
supper,” sobbed Trenn. ‘‘O dear, O 
dear!” 

“ What’s a beg, and a poor’us, brother >” 


“I don’t kvow, darly; I don’t know. 
Something awful I know by the way that 
bad man said it.” 

“What makes you ery and talk that 
way?” asked little Atha Merton, who had 
been watching and listening to them un- 
observed for some time. 

‘“‘Becanse mamma is dead,” replied 
Trenn. 

‘Tange mamma’s dead,”.echoed Nonna. 

“My mamma isn’t dead,” said Atha, 
“and you come right home with me and 
she will take care of you.” 

‘Oh, will she? But we isn’t her chil- 
dren.” 

‘Yes, you are, because I hav heard her 
say many times that all children were 
| hers, and all little boys and girls were my 
i brothers and sisters. But here comes 
mamma now. Oh, mamma, these little 
| children’s mamma has died, and they don’t 
want a bad woman to hav them, or go to 
the ‘poor’us’ I guess they mean poor- 
house. Won’t you love and take care of 
them?”’, 

“ Certainly I will,” replied mamma. I 
hav plenty of room in my heart and home 
for two more children. Come, dears, just 
up this little hill.” 

“Oh, I tant,” said Nonna. ‘‘I’se so 
hungry and shaky, and my ’tomach aches 
so I would fall. I’ll has to stay here.” 

“ Are you so hungry as that, you little 
darling?” and she lifted the baby in her 
arms and with Atha helped Trenn up the 
hill and in the house. They were given a 
nice warm supper, but not too much be- 
cause they had fasted so long, and then 
were put to bed. In a few days they were 
well and happy, loved and loving; and 
Atha, being an only child, was delighted 
to hav a brother and sister and to be no 
longer lonely. I wonder how many mothers 
can truthfully feel and say, ‘‘ All children 
are mine.” I fear they are not many. 
Yet there are a few who hav sufficient of 
that divinest of attributes, love, to do this. 
One dear woman in this ‘‘City of the 
Angels,” when I thanked her for doing a 
great kindness to my daughter, replied: 
‘You thank me for doing a kind act to 
your child. Yourchild? Is she not mine 
also? Why, I feel that all children are 
mine.” 

If we had a heaven upon earth—as I 
hope we will hav some time—I believe that 
not only mothers, but all people will feel 
likewise. Shall we not, old and young, 
work and strive to attain this great end? 

Little children, begin first by trying to 
feel like Atha—that every little boy or 
girl you meet or know is your brother or 
sister. Then, if your mammas hav not 
already felt this, when they see their 
darlings’ loving fraternal spirit they can 
not help saying: ‘‘If they are Susie’s, and 
Mamie’s, and Roy’s, and Robin’s brothers 
and sisters, they must surely all be my 
children. Yes, all children are mine.”’ 

SADIE ÀTHENA MAGOON. 

Los Angeles, Cal. 

e- 


Chats With Correspondents. 


Erra M.—We are indeed pleased to hear 
that you will soon be well again. Good 
health is better than religion, better than 
wealth or fame. Thank you for your kind 
interest in the Corner. 

Sanw A. M.—Wish we had time to write 
you a good long letter in return for yours. 
You must take the will for the deed. 
“ Claud,” the story, was lost, but is found 
again. It is all right for the Corner some 
time. Hav sent you papers, and will send 
more another time. You are not well, but 
do not be discouraged. Health will come 
again. 

J. F. Gonzares.— We did not think you 
intended it for publication. Hav never 
heard whether the nurse of George Wash- 
ington was white or black, but think it 
likely that she was black, as such were, and 
are still, nurses of the children of South- 
erners. 

Grorcz A.—Do not fear to show your 
true colors. It is not best to be too ag- 
gressiv, but always stand for the right. 
Sustain yourself well, and read that you 
may hold your own in argument. 

Kare B.—Yes, Tum TRUTH SEEKER is 
reliable. Itdoes not make incorrect state- 
ments knowingly. 

Jonn B. F.—Five and six novels a week 
can never do you or anyone good. It is 
dissipation to readso many. Many novels 


are not worth the time to readthem. Read 
history, travels, and books of science. 
Read few books of fiction, if any, when 
books of truth can be procured. The list 
by F. M. Holland recently published in 
the Children’s Corner is a good one to 
select from. Send for TRUTH SEEKER 
catalog. Liberal books will help you and 
also the authors and publishers of the 
same. 

Janet C.-—Yes, read the Bible through 
if you hav time. It isthe best way to dis- 
cover its errors, inconsistencies, false- 
hoods, and foolishness. 

Pusto Scaoou.—Please giv your real 
name. The schools are the bulwarks of 
our civilization. They cannot be too 
closely guarded, and should be entirely 
secular. Good morals in place of religious 
teaching should prevail in schools sup- 
ported by public money. 


e 
Correspondence. 


Feb. 5, 1892. 
Dear Miss Wrxon: I want to speak a 
good word for the Children’s Corner, also 
for the Little Freethinker. We need 
more Corners and more papers for the 
children instead of less, and I feel to ex- 
press a hope that the Children’s Corner 
will grow or expand into a children’s 
paper or magazine, and that the Liberals 
and Freethinkers will keep alive the 
Little Freethinker, of which our good 
** Aunt Elmina” is the editor. 
SADIE A. Macoon. 
STAPLETON, S. I., Jan. 28, 1898. 
Drar Miss Wrxon: As I hav the op- 
portunity I thought I would write you a 
few lines. 
voyage I missed the letters very much in 
the Corner, still I was greatly interested 
with the continued story ‘‘ Across the 
Atlantic.” Iwascorresponding with Laura 
Carlton in Idaho, but as I hav not heard 
of her for several months I suppose she 
wishes to drop the correspondence. * 
Hoping some other girl will write to me, 
I remain, Your Liberal Friend, 
Exsm: L. SEIDEL, 


P.S.—My address is, 112 Broad street, 
Stapleton, S. L, N. Y., Box 468. E.S. 


Kansas City, Kan., Jan. 26, 1893. 
Drar Miss Wixon: My elder brother 
takes TuE TRUTH SEEKER and several 
other Liberal papers, but I like THE 
TRUTH SEEKER better than the rest on ac- 
countof the pictures and the Children’s 


department. 
Iam fourteen years old, and a regular 
attendant at the Long school, where I am 


acquiring a good education. ‘The teachers 
and the principal are all religious, and 
spend some of our valuable time in sing- 
ing hymns and repeating the ‘‘Lord’s 
prayer,” but I notice that a goodly num- 
ber of the pupils remain ignorant and 
incorrigible. I think I am about the only 
Freethinker in the whole school, and of 
course I hav to bear the slurs of some of 
the boys and girls whose minds are 
twisted by superstition. Sometimes I 
become vexed at them, but reason tells 
me I should not long remember offenses 
which spring from ignorance. Sometimes 
I show them Mr. Heston‘s cartoons, but 
generally they are unable to comprehend 
them. 

Ihav enjoyed George Remsburg’s let- 
ters in the Corner, and think I should 
like to help him dig into some Indian 
mounds. 

When I get a little older I hope to take 
up the studies of geology and astronomy. 
Talso want to learn all about evolution. 
I would like to become a scientist, but as 
I will hav to work for a living I will hav 
to be satisfied in the rank and file of Free- 
thinkers. I will never be a Christian 
under any circumstances, because I know 
the Christians are mistaken about God 
the Bible, and several other things, and 
they will always be behind the times. 

When I tell some of the religious people 
that all the great men nowadays are either 
Infidel or Liberal in their religious views, 
they never fail to point with pride to Mr. 


While you were on your. 


Gladstone, of England, and say he is a 
Christian. I tell them that ‘‘it is hard to 
teach an old dog new tricks,” and that 
Mr. Gladstone sticks to his superstition 
mostly for the sake of policy. 

While such papers as Tum TRUTH 
SEEKER are published, I am surprised 
that the whole world is not converted to 
Rationalism and common sense. 

Your Liberal friend, 
ALVIN J. TANNER. 


{Another sensible boy, from whom we 
shall always be pleased to hear.. He is 
right—the flings of bigotry and ignorance 
cannot harm us. Aim to do right, be 
true and honorable, seeking ever the ap- 
proval of conscience, and you need not 
fear.—Ep. ©. C.] 
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with gilt bowl, 50c. more. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Other Newspapers 


The Truth Seeker. 


Any of our readers who desire a New York 
weekly political paper can obtain one of the fol- 
lowing in connection with THE Truts SEEKER 
at reduced rates: 

Tribune (Republican) weekly, 

TRUTH SEEKER, ~ > - z 
Tribune (Republican) semi-weekly, and THE 

TRUTH SEEKER, - = - S 
The Sun (Democratic) weekly, and THE 

TRUTH SEEKER, -~ = = 2 
The World (Democratic) weekly, and THE 

TRUTHS SEEKER, a x 3 $ 50 
THE ARENA anà THE TRUTH SEEKER 
Will be sent one year both for. - ` $6 00 
pin large Dioture premion with the Arena, 6 50 

HE NORTH AMERICAN REVIEW a 

fue TRUTH SEEKER will be sent one gene 


and THE 
$3 50 


4 25 


BOOKS BY 
PROF. FELIX L. OSWALD. 


The Bible of Nature: A Contribution 
to the Religion of the Future. Cloth. $1. |. 
The Secret of the East; or, The Origin 
of the Christian Religion and the Significance 

of its Rise and Decline. Cloth, $1. 
Physical Education ; or, The Health-Laws 
oi Nature. Cloth, $1. 

Household Remedies for the Prevalent 
Disorders of the Human Organism. Cloth, $1. 
Zoological Sketches: A Contribution to 
the Outdoor study of Natural History. Ilus- 

trated by H Faber. Cloth, $2. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette place, New York. 


Col, A, G Ingersoll’s 


ARGUMENT 


Reynolds Blasphemy Trial, 


At Morristown, N. J. 


This is the greatest argument ever made in a case 
of this kind, and will be a model for the Bar so 
long as the Christians use force to repress free 
speech. Its legal acumen is unsurpassed, its elo- 
quence never equaled. Wherever Christian per- 
secution is going on this argument should be 
freely circulated, read to the Christians, and ex- 
pounded on every occasion. 


In paper, 25 cents; in cloth, 50 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette place, New York. 


WAS ABRAHAM LINCOLN 


A SPIRITUALIST? 


—-OR~ 


Curious Revelations From the 


Life of a Trance Medium. 
By MRS. NETTIE COLBURN MAYNARD, 


Together with Portraits, Letters, and Poems. Illus- 
trated with Engravings, and Frontispiece of Lincoln 
from Carpenter’s Portrait from life. 
paper, 75 cents. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER 0O., 2afLafayette place, N. Y. 


Cloth, $1.50; 


THe TROTH SEEKER. FEBRUARY 18 1898. , 


“With Daughter's Babe Upon 
His Knees.” 


Photograph of Colonel Ingers i i 
randohild in his lap, a delioate Little somes 
merica’s greatest orator and Freedom's reatest 


ghampion at home. may be had at this office for 


THOMAS PAINE: 
WAS HE JUNIUS? 


By W. H. BURR. 


Second edition, enlarged t ; wi 
best engraved likeness of Pais. Uprine: Tp cane 
Address . THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


A Now Number of The Truth Seeker Library. 


PULPIT, PEW, 
and CRADLE. 


By Helen H. Gardener. 


One of Her Brightest, Wittiest, and 
Strongest Lectures Against 
the Bible. 


Every Woman Should Read It 
and 
Know Her Enemies and Her Friends, 
Price, 10 cents. Address this office. 


THE SABBATH. 


By M. FARRINGTON. 
A Thorough Examination and Ref- 
utation of the Claims of the 
Sabbatarians. 


Price, = 10 cents, 


The Sunday Question. 


A HISTORICAL AND CRITICAL REVIEW. 
f WITH REPLIES TO AN OBJECTOR 
Bu GEORGE W. BROWN, M.D. 


Price, - 15 cents 


If aterialism: 


Tts History and Its Infl-vence 
Upon Society. 


By De. Lovis Bucunen, Author of “Force and 
Matter,” etc. 


Translated from the German. 
Paper, 12mo, 15 cents. 


Bible Temperance. 


LIQUOR DRINKING -——_-_—— 


Commended, Defended, and 
Enjoined by the Bible. 


By E. C. WALKER. 


10 cents 


Apocryphal New Testament. 


THE GOSPELS, 


Epistles, etca, Attributed to Jesus Christ and his Apostles, 
and not Included in the Now Testament. 


Se ee 


Price, 


A FEW DAYS IN ATHENS. 


By FRANCES WRIGHT. 


Embellished with the portrait of Epicurus, the 
Greek philosopher, and the author. 
75 cents 


Price, 


BIBLE IN INDIA. 


——HINDOO ORIGIN 
Of Hebrew and Christian Rev- 
elation. 


By Louis JACoOLLIOT. Price, $2 


Godly Women of the Bible. 


A HISTORY OF ALL 


- The Women Who Figure in the Bible. 
An Ungopiy Wout op aE NINETEENTH Cent: 


75 cents. 


Oloth, =- a =~ = æ= >œ 


SISTER LUCY 


—AND— 


Her Awful Disclosures 


AS JO BEW HALL CONVENT. 


fad a Fow Words on Auricular Confession. 
> 20 conia. 


- oe = - 


Jews of the Took. 


In the present Canadian ministry there 
are seven Catholics. 


Tat Cardinal Gibbons visited Blaine 
while the latter was in his last illness, though 
once denied by a relativ of Blaine, ap- 
pears true. Blaine, however, wastoo weak 
to. return a word to the prelate’s ques- 
tions. 

CarHotics ere pleased to receive the 
news that Senor Montero, of Corunna, 
Spain, has abjured his tenets antagonistic 
to them, including his Masonic principles, 
and publicly been reconciled to their faith. 
He has discontinued the free non-Catholic 
school that he formerly supported. 


Some think that our acquisition of 
Hawaii as a maritim defense may one 
day be necessary to repel the vast hordes 
of Chinese, who, though now inert, may 
some day yield to one.of those impulses 
which hav in past ages buried civilization 
under a wave of barbaric invasion. 


Tue Russian priest; Johann Cronstadt, 
is increasing in his reputation as saint and 
miracle-worker. Crowds press round 
him so that he has to be protected by the 
police, aud on more than one occasion his 
garments hav been torn to threads by 
devotees anxious to carry away a rag asa 
relic. 


CARDINAL Paroccut has proposed to the 
pope the erection on Mt. Vanicule, Italy, 
of a cathedral equal to that of St. Peter’s, 
now the first in the world. The cost, $20,- 
000,000, is to be contributed by Catholics 
throughout the world. The labor will re- 
quire fourteen thousand workmen six 
years. 


Tur details just received of the attempt 
of Antichristians in China to murder the 
Very Rev. Father Hugh, Catholic pro- 
vicar apostolic, relate that he was stoned 
till believed dead. ‘€ One would hav 
thought,” says an account, ‘‘that they 
‘were killing a mad dog and not a fellow- 
creature.” 


Lrevrenant Torren has resigned from 
the army, in connection with which he held 
the position of professor of military science 
at Yale. He says: ‘‘I resigned for the 
purpose of continuing my work of vindi- 
cating the Bible, of establishing Moses 
and the prophets in the arena of human 
judgment as more creditable than any 
history whatsoever.” 


Tax British minister to Turkey has com- 
plained to the sultan that that potentate’s 
press censor can no longer be allowed to 
make editorial changes in the Bible before 
allowing it in his dominions. The changes 
were of such a nature as, for instance, the 
insertion of tha word ‘‘Christian ” before 
‘‘sinners” in the passage, ‘* Christ came 
into the world to save sinners.” 


In Spain, the Convent of Santa Maria 
de la Rabida, which was connected with 
the fortunes of Columbus, has on account 
of the commemoration been restored to 
the Franciscan fathers. Its queer name, 
the Convent of our Lady of the Madness, 
has attracted attention. This name pro- 
ceeds from the fact that on the site of the 
convent formerly stood a cross reputed 
to cure those bitten by mad dogs—that is, 
rabid. 


Annexation of Canada is being more 
and more talked of. The three ways in 
one of which that country is most likely 
to come to us are: admission at her re- 
quest, which we should probably grant 
regardless of a British war; purchase, 
which, however, is not so likely, as Eng- 
land probably would not sell, and con- 
quest, which of all would be most inju- 
dicious, necessitating an endless strife to 
repress unwilling subjects. 


Tur 3d inst. was St. Blase’s day, ob- 
served by the Catholic church with the 
ceremony of blessing throats. In Cath- 
olic churches on this day a special bless- 
ing is given to candles, ‘‘thet all whose 
throats are touched therewith in pious 
faith may be freed by the merits of St. 
Blase’s martyrdom from sore throats of 
any kind.” Two candles are lighted, and, 
placed in the form of a cross, are applied 
to the throat of the person seeking the 
blessing, while the priest says: ‘‘ By the 
intercession of Blessed Blase, may God 
free you from sore throat. Amen.” 


Tus controversy over Blaine’s religion 
bas caused reference to be made, among 
other things, to his letter to Rev. James 
King, in which he said that although po- 
litical enemies were using against him the 
assertion that he was adevotee of Catholi- 
cism, he would not publicly disavow that 
faith. His reasons were, first, that he 
abhorred religious tests in politics, and, 
second, ‘‘because my mother was, as you 
well know, a Catholic. I would not for 
a thousand presidencies speak a disre- 
spectful word of my mother’s religion, and 
no pressure will draw me into any avowal 
of hostility or unfriendliness to Catholics. 


HAND-BOOK 
FREE THOUGHT. 


By W. S. BELL, 


Containing in condensed and systematized form a 
vast amount of evidence against the superstitious doc- 
trines of Christianity. Asa book of reference and aid 
AW à to all truth seekers it is invaluable. Its classification 
So à ` wes of subjects makes it a hand-book. As Ingersoll said of 
Paine’s,\ Age of Reason,” [it enables somebody in every village to “corner the parson.” Tts wide 
variety of subjects include all the disputed points between Christianity and Freethought. Price, 
$1.25. Addrésa THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


“A Digest of Science.” 


THE DYNAMIC THEORY OF LIFE AND MIND: 


An attempt to show that all Organic Beings are both Con- 
structed and Operated by the Dynamic Agencies 
of their respective Environments, 


By JAMES B. ALEXANDER. 


Over 400 illustrations, 87 chapters, 1,067 pages, and a 3-column index of 11 pages. 
Price, express prepald by us; only $2.75. 


This work endeavors to embrace the field covered by thousands of books, such as t 
“ Humboldt Library of Science,” the * International Sciontific Series,” etc., by bringing m 50, ofthe 
simple and direct form, with proper correspondence between them, all of the known factors con- 
tributing toward the origin and evolution of organic beings. 


Do you wish to be well informed? TREN READ A OHAPTER OR VERSE DAILY FROM THIS BIBLE OF 


SIIENOE! 


It is entertaining as well as enlightening, and will lead you to “ worth-ship” hi 
—i. e., appreciate the worth of the Universal Mother. Deepen) tears 


You must own this book some day: why not NOW? 
Address ‘THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Placo, New York. 


FREETHINKERS' PICTORIAL TEXT-BOOK 


SHOWING 


‘ 


THE ABSURDITY AND UNTRUTHFUL" 
NESS OF THE CHURCH’S CLAIM 
TO BE A DIVINE AND BENEFI- 
CENT INSTITUTION, AND RR~ 
VEALING THE ABUSES 


OF A UNION OF 
OHUROH AND 
STATH. 
J 8 5 Full~Page 
Illustrations. 


WITH COPIOUS CITATIONS OF 


FACTS, 
HISTORY, 
STATISTICS, 


OPINIONS or SCHOL- 
ARS 


TO MAINTAIN THE ARGUMENT OF 
THE ARTIST. 
DESIGNS BY WATSON HESTON 


WITH PORTRAIT oF 
THE DESIGNER. 


The illustrations are classified as follows: 
represent pele Sam and the Priests. 2 represent Samplcs of Christianity’s Work. 


2 
3 he Church Robbing the People. 5 ssionaries. 
8 hanksgiving. 1 “ The Lord’s Instruments. 
8 u Sabbath Laws. C 2 y Bible Doctrines and Their Result 
TE MEE aa 
6 X he Church and Thomas Paine, 4 oe Ircland and the Church. 
$ a Rindics in Natural History. 3 A Ghursh’s Taos of Civilization. 
e Bible and Science, e Uses of the Cross. 
3 ° The Clergy and Their Flocks, 4 a Unkind Reflections on the Chureh. 
2 z Piety in Our Penitentiaries. 9 ” Persecutions of the Church. 
4 ia The Atonement Scheme. 12 “ Some Allegories. 
4 A e Lord and His Works. 8 “ Heaven. 
2 e Prayer. 6 s ell. 
p h The Creeds. 7 s Miscellaneous. 


Christians and Mohammedans, 


A most extraordinary publication. We venture the assertion that nothi 

fore appeared in this country, and it is very doubtful if another one like it will ever again be pnb 

hed, We must give the Truth Seeker Company the credit of putting the book in the reach of all. 

At twice the price it would have beenacheap book. Artist Heston as a portrait-painter and de 

signer is a wonderful success,and we judge from our own feelings that nearly every Liveral in 
America desire a copy of this most wonderful volume.—[(Freethinkers’ Magazine. 


like it has ever be. 


Mr. Heston deserves to be called the artist-hero of Liberalism. He has dedicated his genius to 
Freethought, and has done faithfal and noble work for the cause of right and truth. But the pict- 
ures do not make up the whole of this volume. There are nearly two hundred pages of reading 
matter that serve first as explanations of the illustrations, and secondly as texts to prove the nttez 
-alsity of the church’s professions and the hypocrisy of those who uphold them. Altogether the 

ok is one of the best weapons against Christianity and the church that has ever been put in 
ands of Freethinkers.—[Boston Investigator. 


\ Price, board covers, $2; cloth, $2.50. | 
Truth Seekeat 


6 


Address The 
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GOVERNMENT ANALYZED. {Superstition in All Ages, |Setantraticions of the Bi 


By COL. JOHN R. KBLSO. 


Contents: Derivations and Definitions of 
Political Terms; Varions Forms of Government; 
General Principles of Government; Functions 
of Government: Origin of Government; Declara- 
tion of Independence; Articles of Confederation; 
Defects of the Confederation; Formation of the 
Constitution of the United States; Taxation; 
Tariff for Protection; War; Punishment: Mar- 
riage; Religion; Prohibition; Money; What a 
Government Should Be. 

Those who know Col. Kelso’s keen analytical 
power, as shown in his “ Bible Analyzed” and 
* Deity Analyzed,” will realize that in * Govern- 
ment Analyzed” they will hav the bedrock of 
human authority exposed, and will learn what 
fovernment is. Whether they will agree with 
his statement of what government is depends 
npon whether they lean to Socialistic or Anarch- 
istic philosophy. But at all events everyone can 
learn something from this hook. 

Price, $150. Sold by THE TRUTH SEEKER, 

28 Lafayette place, New York City. 


WAS — iE G—— 


CHRIST «2 «= = 
—sace-— CRUCIFIED? 


By AUSTIN BIERBOWER. 


A judicial consideration of the question,and the 
decision against the scriptures and the Christian 
tradition. Price, 10 cents. Address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Pro ana Con ot 


Supernatural Religion, 


Have We a Supernatural, Inspired. Mirao 
ulous Religion? , 


Panar MW rantas alath. M panis 


“oe E R peT 


NATHANIEL VAUGHAN: 


Priest and Man. 
4 NOVEL. 


By FREDERIKA MACDONALD, 
Anthor of the " Iliad of the East,” etc., eto. 


An independent and respectable study of char 
ter in the law of circumstance such as ever 
eorge Eliot might not have heen ashamed to 
own as her first novel. . . . A more vigorous 
»résentment of the mischievous nature of modern 
ristianity, in its most honest and consistent 
form, need not be desired.—_{[Westminster Review 


1 vol., extra cloth, beveled, 12ino, 400 pp., $1.00. 
A Adrace n IP RTE SPEED 


Books by Helen H. Gardene 


New Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 


Men, Women and Gods. 


Introduction by 


ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 


Price, cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 
The Trade Supplied at Special Discounts. 


IS THIS YOUR SON, MY LORD? 


A Fascinating Story of Radicai Truths on 
Religion and Social Matters. 
Price. cloth, $1: paper. 50 cents- 


PRAY YOU, SIR, WHOSE 
DAUGHTER? 


A NEW NOVEL. 
Price, cloth, $1. { Paper, 50 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
92 T.nfavatta placa. Naw York, 
SD 


NTS Terms Easy. 


experience. Examinations and Re- 


OBTAINED, 


Thirty-five years’ a y Ri 
ta free. Prompt attention. Send Drawing and dọ 
Feription to L. Baaerr & CO., Atty’s, Washington, D.v 


BY JPAN MBPSLIER, 
A French —az - 
2, 
Cathotic A 
Priest who = 
renounced |: = 


Uf 


Christian 
ityand Ex- 
posed the 
Falseness 
af that Re- 


AM 


cents; 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY. 


COSMIAN HYMN-BOOK. 


A COLLECTION OF 


ORIGINAL AND SELECTED HYMNS 


FOR 


Ltt 3 
Moral, Theological, Historical, and Speculative 
Propositions. 
Price, “ > - - - . cents. 


AN -OUTLINE OF THE 


FRENCH REVOLUTION, 


Its Causes and Results. 
By W. S. BELL. Paper, 12mo, 25 cta. 


N i 
Paine Vindicated 
Reply to New York Joserver. 5 
By R. G. INGERSGLL. 
With “A ROMAN CATHOLIO CANARD.” 


Price, 15 cents. 


Holy Bible Abridged. 


The passages unfit fur family reading. 
Paper. 30 cents; cloth, 50 cents, 


Pyramid of Gizeh. 


Ancient Egyptian Civilization and Hebrew Nar- 
rative in Genesis and Exodus. 
By Van Buren DENstow. LL.D. Price, 15 cents. 


Liberal and Ethical Societies, 
for Schools and 
the Home. 
—With Music Written to All the Songs.— 


CompiLep BY L. K. WASHBURN. 
Price, $1.50. For sale at THIS OFFIOF., 


LITTLE LESSONS FOR 


LITTLE FOLKS. 


By MRS. E, D, SLENKER, 


oards, ~ n - - - 40cents. 


GOD AND HIS BOOK: 


When he had read this book Colonel Ingersoll roe tothe author: 
o 
ing satire, of pathos and eloquence. itis one of 


thanks of all who really think.” It isa wor. 

humor, of sledgehammer vehemence, of scath: 

the heaviest iconoclastic broadsides ever fired 
Cloth, gold letters, $1.25. 


BOOKS 


BY 


SALADIN 


_ (W. STEWART ROSS), 
Editor of the 


wONDON AGNOSTIC JOURNAL, 


* Yon have earned the 
of sound criticism, of caustic 


at the Jewish God and the Bible. 3 


WOMAN: HER GLORY, HER SHAME, AND HER GOD. 


The Rev. Archdeacon Farrar said that * Christianity elevated the woman; it shrouded 
as with a halo of sacred innocence the tender years of the child.” The object of Saladin’s work 
is to show the archdeacon his error,and he has succeeded. An English writer said of it: 


“This certainly is one of the most marvelous books ever issued from the press. 


ties cited are unquestionable, and the result is 


5 OV The authori- 
convincing.” 


two volumes, cloth, gilt-lettered, $2.50. 8 


DID JESUS RISE FROM THE DEAD? 


The evidence for the resurrection is in this book carefully considered, and found want- 


ing. It ought to convince every Christian of the untruthfulness of this 


eged miracle, for 


it 13 c-rtainly one of the best essays ever written on the snbject. 


In paper, 25 cents. 


CHRISTIANITY AND THE 


SLAVE TRADE. 


A condensation of the known facts upon: this subject, proving that Christianity did not 


abolish but aided this infamous trafiic in human beings. 


as only Saladin can make. paper, 30 cents. 


THE TRANSITION. 


o Which are added such comments 


A consideration of the antagonism of the Bible and science, and of the question whether 


the veiled or allegorical portions of the Christian Bible can be interpreted by modern science. 


In paper, 20 cents. 


ROSES AND RUE. 


Being Random Notes and Sketches. fome of its subjects are; A Last Interview with a 
Man of Genius; An Essay on Stirpiculture; Asceticism and Superstition; Capital Punishment; 


Poverty; Godin the Constitution; Bruno; Gods; Witchcraft, etc. 


This may be called Sala- 


din’s own book, for it is poetry in prose, and is one of the books that lovers of strong literature 


like to read again and again. In cloth, gold- 
LAYS OF ROMANCE. 


This book reminds one of Sir Walter Scot 


and Silver-lettered, $1.50. 


t, being romantic. historic verse, aglow in every 


page with the energy of a true and high poetic genius. 


Cloth, gold-lettered. 75 cents. 


ISAURE and OTHER POEMS. 


o 


The title poem is a story of intense passion, touchingly told. The other twenty poems 


are fresh, fragrant, thonghtful, and every were prea 
©. 


Every page glows with passion and throbs wit 
Cloth, gold-lettered, 75 cents. 


A FEARFUL FLOGGING. 


the thinker, observer, and reformer. 


By one who endured it. Based upon a manuscript in the possession of Saladin 


n paper, 10 cents. 


THE AGONIES OF HANGING. 


. Studies in Psychology.. By one who was cut down from the gallows. Printed from manu- 
script in the hands of Saladin. In paper, 10 cents. 


WHIRLWIND SOWN and REAPED. 


A. short story of clerical crime and villainy founded on fact. Of this book the Open Court 


said: ‘‘This nove 
This Your Son, My Lord?” In paper, 25 cents. 


THE CONFESSIONAL. 


will command the same, or more, interest than Helen Gardener’s story, ° Is 


2 


Being an exposure of that infamons religious rite. Contents: Licentiousness of the Pre- 
Reformation Church; Lechery of the Confessional; The Priest in Absolution; Confessions of 
the Escaped Nnn; bxtracts from Dens and J.ignori; Examination of the Church’s Claim to 


have kostered Learning; Her 


paper, 25 cents. 
t For all o? these works address 


n er Atte pts at Continency, even more 
Indulgence; The Relative Criminal Statistics of Catholicism and Protestantism. 


Ruinous than Her Self- 
@ 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, 3 Lafayette Place, New York. o 


Prof. Wm, Denton’s Books, 


Be Thyself. 100, 

Christianity No Finality. 
Superior. 10c. 
Common-Sense Thoughts on the Bible. 
10c. i 

Deluge in the Light of Modern Science. 
10c. x 


Garrison in Heaven, A Dream. 10c. 
Geologist and Radical. By J. H. Powell. 
25c. 


Spiritualism 


feology, Past and Future of our Planet. 

51.50. 

iod Proposed for Our National Constitu- 
tion, 10c. : 

{rreconcilable Records. Genesis and 
Geology. Paper, 25c.3 cloth, 40c. 

is Darwin Right? Origin of Man. $1. 

ts Spiritnalism True? 10c. 

Wan’s True Saviors. 10c. | 

jrthocoxy False, Since Spiritualism is 
True, 106. . 

Pocasset Tragedy. Legitimate Fruit of 
Christianity. 10c. 

tadical Disconrses on Religious Snbjects. 


$1.25. 

iadical Rhymes. With Author’s. Por- 
trait. $1.25. 

‘ermon from Shakspere’s Text. 10c. 
jonl of Things. Psychometric Re- 


searches, etc. 3vols. (Vol. by Wm. and Eliz. 
M. F. Denton.) Per vol., $1.50. 


What Is Right? 10e. 
What Was He? Jesus in 19th Century 
Light. Paper, $1; cloth, $1.25. 
Who are Christians? 10c. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


B. F. UNDERWOOD’S Wuuns 


FOR SALE AT THE TRUTH SEEKER OFFICE, 


Essays and Lectures. Embracing Inilu 
ence of Christianity on Civilization; (€ hris 
tianity and Materialism; What Litcralism offer 
in Place of Christianity; Scientitie Materialism 
Woman; Spiritualism from a Materialixti 
Standpoint; Paine the Political and Religiou 
Reformer; Materialism and Crime; Will th 
Coming Man Worship God? Crimes and Cri | 
ties of Christianity; the Authority of the Bile 
Frecthought Judged by Its Fruits; Our idea 
of God 300 pp., paper, 60 cents. = 

Influence of Christianity upon Civiliza 
tion. 23 cents. N 

Christianity and Materialism, 15 cents 

What Liberalism Offers in Place « 
Christianity. 10 cents, 

Scientific Materialism ; Its Meaning an 
Tendency. 10 cents. 

Spiritualism from a Materialistic Stand: 
point. 10 cents. ; 

Paine the Political and Religious Re 
former. 10 cents. 

Woman: Her Past and Present: 
Rights and Wrongs. 10 cents. 

Materialism and Crime. 10 cents. 


Will the Coming Man Worship God! 
10 cents. 


Twelve Tracts. 


frat OM nonta 


Dr. B. B. Pootes Works, 


Plain Home Talk and Medical Commog 
Sense. In one handsome 12mo volume 
of nearly 1,000 pages, fully illustrated. Cloth, 
$3.25—1n English or German. A new cheap 
edition at onlv $1.50. 

Science in Story: or, Sammy Tubbs, the 
Boy Doctor, and Spons: the Troublesome 
Monkey. 6 volnines in one, cloth, $2.00, postage 
prepaid; 5 volumes Separgte, flexible cloth, 50 
cents Ret volume; Red Line edition, suitable 
for holiday presents, $1.00 per volume. 

Sexual Physiology for the Yomg, 250 
pages, illustrated and cloth-bound. (The fifth 
volume of “Science in Story.”) 50 cents. 

Dr. Foote’s Health Monthly. Devoted to 
Hygiene, Sexual and Social Science, and allied 
Subjects; ninth year. Subscription, with pre- 
mium, 60 cents per year. Specimen copies free 
on application. : 

Mother’s Manual. Comprising ‘‘ Advice 
to a Wife on the Management of Her Own 
Health, especially During Pregnancy, Labor, 
and Suckling,” and * Advice to a Mother on the 
Management of Her Children in Infancy and 
Childhood;” 2 books in 1 volume, 528 pages, $1. 

Hand-Bookeof Health Hints and Ready 


Recipes. A valuable reference pampk!ct 
of 128 pages. 25 cents. 


%  Addrere THE TRITA SERRAR 


Spiritualism ‘Sustained, ` 


FIVE LECTURES. 
By John R. Kelso, AM. 
l «tamo, cloth, #1.09. 3 


Hei 


Scientific and Theolog 
wet 
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_ GEMS OF FREETHOUGHT 


The Myth of the Great Deluge. By James 
. McCann. Price 15 cents. It is the most come 
piete and overwhelming refutation of the Bible 
tory of the Deluge that I have ever read.—B. F. 
Underwood. To read it is to be astonished at 
the ‘possibilities of religious credulity.T. B. 
Wakeman. Mr. McCann’s dynamite bomb has 
blown the fallacy to atoms.—A. B. Bradford, It 
onght to meet with a very jarge sale.—C.P.Farrell. 


The Evolution of the Devil.—By Henr: 
Frank, the independent preacher of New York 
City. The most learned, accurate, scientific and 

hilosophical analysis of His Satanic Majesty ever 

efore published. The book contains 66 pages, is 
beautifully bound, with likeness of author on title 
page. Price, 25 cents. è 


Ingersoll’s Address before the New 
York Unitarian Club. The first time in the 
history of the world that a Christian Association 
ever invited a noted infidel to lectnre before them. 
The lecture is a grand one, and was received by 
the Club with continuous applause from beginnin; 

to end. The pamphlet contains 12 pages, beauti- 

fully printed. Price, 6 cents. 


The Gods. By Robert G. Ingersoll, A beautiful 

amphlet of forty pages, with likeness of Ingersoll. 

à Price, 20 cents. The most profound address 
that Ingersoll ever delivered. ~ 


The Bruno Monument. A fine engravin; 
printed on extra heavy enameled paper, 10x1 
nches, for framing; pat up in pasteboard tubes 
for mailing. Price 12 cents. 


Church and State; the Bible in the Publio 
Schools; the New ‘“‘American” Party—By ‘‘Jef- 
ferson.” Third edition. This beautiful pam- 
phlet of 28 pages is the most thorough -presenta- 
tion of the Church and State question that has 
appeared. Price, 10 cents. 


The Religion of Humanity; A Phi- 
losophy ot Life. By J. Leon Benwell, A 
beautiful paper-bound pamphlet, with likeness of 
author. A most valuable publication to circulate 
among Christian people. Price 15 cents. 


Memorial Oration by Colonel Inger- 

soll ow Roscoe Conkling. Delivered be- 

a fore the New York Legislature, May 9, 1888. 
Price, 4 cents, 


Dwight L. Moody. An interview by Susan 
H. Wixon. Price, 5 cents; ten copies for 30 cents. 


The Christian Religion. What és to be its 
Jinal outcome? By an Old Farmer. A splendid 
Orthodox eye-opener. Price, 15 cents. : 


God in the Constitution. By Robert G. 
Ingersoll. One of the best papers Col. Ingersoll 
ever wrote. In paper cover, with likeness of 
author. Price 10 cents. 


What Would Follow the Effacement 
of Christianity? By George Jacob Hol- 
yoake. This is a most valuable contribution to 
Freethought Literature. Bound in paper with 
good likeness of author. Price, 10 cents. 


' Life and Career of Charles Bradlaugh. 
—By George Jacob Holyoake. With good like- 
ness of Mr. Bradlaugh. Price, 15 cents. : 


Ingersoll’s Great Address on Thomas 
Paine, at the late Paine celebration in New 
York City. Price, 6 cents, à 


Standing up for Jesus}; or what the editor 
ot the Freeikhinker? Magagine thinks of him. 
Price, 4 cents. 


Address, 


[ Truth Seeker Co., 
28 Lafayette Place; New York CITY. 


Roaring Lion on the Track. 


By M. BABOOOKR. 


The Agnostic Annua 


T 1 8 93- 
Edited by CHARLES A. WATTS. 


OONTENTS: 

The Moral Sanction, Leslie Stephen; Reverent 
Agnosticism, Amos Waters; The Tother Nature: 
A Poem, Gerald Massey; Dogmatism in Theol- 
ogy, Alfred Momerie; Sermons on the Mount, 
‘Samuel Laing; The ot the Dead, W. Stewart 
Ross (Saladin); On the Duty of Honesty, in Our 
Convictions d. E. Plumptre; Scientific Religion, 

. Bithell; The Blight of Superstition, Charles 
Watts; Anthropology and Orthodoxy, Edward 
Clodd; The Disappearance of the Nether World. 
E. J. Gould; Religious Ideas: Their Origin and 
Development, Frederick Mil lar; Signals with 

Mars: A Poem, G. H. Martin; Materialism and 
. Idealism Harmonized, Lucian Armstrong. 


Price, 25 cents. 
Addrese THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Colonel Kelso’s Works. 


The Bible Analyzed. Cloth, ottavo, 88: 
pages, $3. : 

Deity Analyzed. Cloth, 12mo, $1.00. 

<he Real Blasphemers. Paper, 12mo, 
288 pages, 50c. 

Spiritualism Sustained. Olcth, 12m, 
245 pages, $1. 


Universe Analysed, $i. 


t 


Robt. C. Adams. 


Gems of Ghought. 


A coop man cares “not for the abuse of 
bad men.— Democritus, 


Justice isthe virtue of rendering every 
man his due.—Aristotle. 


-THE wise man seeks for the cause of his 
errors in himself; the fool, excusing him- 
self, seeks for it in others.— Confucius. 


A may who is perpetually converaaut 
with the blessings which reason can bestow 
seems to be superior to the rest of man- 
kind.—Epicurua. 


Weshould always act in a way so as to 
be able to render satisfactory reagons for 
our conduct. This rule defines almost the 
extent of our duties.— Cicero. 


Tus end of philosophy is to subdue the 
passions, and to qualify us for every con- 
dition in life. No event can happen for 
which the philosopher is not prepared.— 
Diogenes. 


To succor the needy, to protect inno- 
cence, to instruct and guide erring hu- 
manity; such are the virtues that yield a 
man satisfaction, and render him useful to 
his fellow-beings.— Chinese Author. 


I FEEL it to be the hight of wisdom 
not to endeavor to oversee yourself, and 
liv a life of prudence and common-sense, 
but to see over and above myself, enter- 
tain sublime conjectures, to make myself 
the thoroughfare of thrilling thoughts, 
liv all that can be lived.— Thoreau. 


THE church firmly believed in the exist- 
ence of witches and devils and fiends. In 
this way the church had every enemy 
within her power. Itsimplv had to charge 
him with being a wizard, of holding com- 


mob were ready to tear him to pieces,— 
Ingersoll. 


Tuis is true liberty, when free-born men, 
free; 
high praise; 


peace; i 
What can be juster in a state than this? 
—Huripides. 


the relief of nervous diseases, such as 
epilepsy or hysteria; and a like germ of 
actual fact may lie at the basis of other 
stories of miraculous cure found in the 
synoptical tradition. The influence of a 
powerful mind and will over impression- 
able natures is so frequently illustrated in 
the affairs of our every-day life that it re- 
quires no supernatural hypothesis for its 
explanation. A trusted physician or nurse 
often exercises a more potent influence 
over an invalid than that derived from 
medicin or the more obvious hygienic ap- 
pliances. Belief in the curativ efficacy of 
religious rites and priestly manipulations 
is common among all. ignorant peoples, 
resting, doubtless, on similar, wholly 
natural, and non-miraculous facts, exag- 
gerated by the imagination. We hav only 
to suppose a like exaggeration, such as 
universally occurs in the oral transmission 
even of the reports of ordinary every-day 
occurrences, to account for the greater 
number of the alleged miraculous events 
recorded in the Synoptical Gospels.— 
Lewis Janes. 


In earlier times it was believed that the 
earth was a flat surface of moderate ex- 
tent, roofed over by a solid sky, under 
which were placed sun, moon, and stars, 
small orbs designed to giv light to the 
earth around which they revolved. These 
people believed that all the existing forms 
of nature were made ont of nothing, at the 
word of a Creator, during six days of 
evening andmorning. They thought that 
all forms of life were originally made in 
their existing form complete, whether in- 
sect or elephant, grass-blade or oak-tree; 
and they believed that since the day of 
creation each species had reproduced its 
kind without important variation. These 
theories of the earth and heavens were gen- 
erally accepted, until Copernicus and 
Galileo began to influence opinion by call- 
ing attention to evidences that the earth 
was round and that it moved ; ideas that 
were afterward demonstrated by Kepler 
and Newton. But, although some think- 
ers suggested otber views, the early theory 
of life remained without serions opposi- 
tion till the present century, when La- 
marck in 1801 formulated, and Darwin in 
1858 supported, the theory of Evoxution. 
These writers studied the laws of Evolu- 
tion as applied to organic life upon the 
earth; but Herbert Spencer, prior to the 
publication of Darwin’s great work, ‘‘ The 
Origin of Species,” began to treat of 
Evolution as the method of the universe, 
and to apply its doctrins to every depart- 
mentof material and mental existence. — 


munications with devils, and the ignorant 


Having to advise the public, may speak 
Which he who can, and will, deserves 


Who neither can, nor will,"may hold his 


We hav already suggested that there 
may be a certain historical foundation for 
the alleged phenomena of demoniacal 
possession and exorcism, interpreted as 


Works of Charles Watts. 


The Teachings of Secularism Compared 
with Orthodox Christianity. 96 pages. 
Price, 25 cents. 

Secularism: Is It Founded on Reason, 
and Is It Sufficient to Meet the Needs 
of Mankind? Debate between tLe Ed- 
itor of the Halifax Evening Mail and Charles 
Watts, With Prefatory Letters by George Ja- 
cob Holyoake and Colyunel Ingersoll, and an 
Introduction by Helen H. Gardener. 60 pages, 

cents. 


A Reply to Father Lambert’s ‘* Tactics 
of Infidels.” 20 cents. Post free. 

Christianity: Its Origin, Nature, and 
Influence. 82 pages. Price, 15 cents. 

The Horrors of the French Revolution : 
Their Causes, 24pages. Price, 10 cents. 

Secularism: Destructiv and Constructiv. 
22 pages in cover. Price, 10 cents. 

Bible Morality. Its Teachings Shown to 
Be Contradictory and Detective as an Ethical 
Guide. 24 pages. Price, 10 cents. 

Agnosticism and Christian Theism: 
Which Is the More Reasonable? 24 
pages. Price, 10 cents. 

Evolution and Special Creation. 10 cents, 

Saints and Sinners—Which? 24 pages in 
cover. Price, 10 cents. 

The Superstition of the Christian Sun- 
day: A Plea for Liberty and Justice. 
26 pages. Price, 10 cents. 

The Glory of Unbelief. 22 pages in cover. 
Price, 10 cents. 

Nature and the Supernatural; or, Belief 
and Knowledge. 24 pages. Price, 10 
cents. 

The American Secular Union ; Its Ne- 
cessity and the Justice of Its Nine De- 
mands. (Dedicated to Colonel Robert 
Q. Ingersoll.) 82pagesincover. Price, 10cents. 

Theological Presumption : An Open Let- 
ter to the Rev. Dr. R. F. Burns, of Halifax. N. §. 
In this letter the following subjects are dealt 
with: 1. Why Do the Clergy Avoid Debate? 2, 
The Position of Agnosticism Toward Chris- 
tianity. 8. Freethought and Men of Science. 
4. The Difference Between Iacts and Opinions. 
5. Christ and Heroism. 6. Christianity ang 
Slavery. 16 pages, Price, 5 

1) 


5 cents. 
Address TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Latayette ol., New York. 


ANEW WORK i 


BY 
ARTHUR B. MOSS, 
Author of ‘The Bible and Evolution,” 
ENTITLED 


Christianity and Evolution, 


With preface by 
J. M WHEELER, Sub-editor of Freethinker. 


Price, $1. Order at once. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


L. K. Washburn’s Works, 


Sunday and the Sabbath, “A law regu- 
lating human conduct on the Sabbath is an im- 
pertinence.” Price, 10 cents. 


The False Teaching of the Christian 
Church. ‘‘The Thirty-nine Articles of 
the Christian church are, thirty-nine poor. 
proken-down opinions.” Price, 10 cents. 


The Foolishness of Prayer. ‘‘ Think of 
a minister’s praying God to kill grasshoppers, 
or trying to induce the Deity to undertake & 
crusade of one against the Colorado beetle!” 
Price, 10 cents. 

Followers of Jesns. Price, 10 cents. 


Spiritnalism : Is It a Faith or a Fact? 


rice, 5 cents. 


Religious Problems. Price, 10 cents. 
Was Jesns Insane? Price, 10 cents. 


The Public Schools and the Catholic 


11 


BIBLE MORALS. 


Twenty Crimes and Vices 
Sanctioned by Scripture. 


By J. E. Remasura. Price, 25 cents. 


THE BEST: 
THE 


“(Otto Wettstein” WATCH. 


Perfected, new model, 16 jewels, full adjusted 
to heat, cold, and position, beautiful double sunk 
dial, and all modern improvements; guaranteed 
a perfect timer. Price, in silverine dust-proof 
cases, $17; 8-ounce coin silver, $22; 4-ounce, $23 
Tn best filled gold case, open-face, dust-proof, $2€; 
hinged case, $28 to $30; hunting, gal to $35; 14 
carat, solid gold, $45 to $150. Nickel works, $3 
more. Š 

Regular Grade American Watches.— 
Silverine case, 7 jewels, go 11 jewels, $7.50; 15 
jewels, $9; ditto, adjusted, $11; ditto, 17 jewels, 
$15. In finer cases. add ag above. 

Ladies? American Gold Watches.—All 
latest styles, in plush cages; best filled, 7 jewels 
$14; 11 jewels, $15.50; 15 Jewels, $20; 14 carat solid 
‘old, $10 more. Heavier, more elaborate, and 

amond-set cases, from $5 to $100 more. 

_ All watches sent with written guarantee, kept 
in order 1 year, and after that time cleaned for $1 
and returned free. £ 

Sundries.—Lower grade nickel watches, $5, 
$4, and $3. Best spectacles, $1; best razor, $2; 
beat triple-plated teaspoons, $1.80; table spoons 
$3.60, knives, $1.75; forks, $1.75; all for $6. Solid 
silyer spoons, $1.50 per ounce; solid silver sou v- 
enir spoons, $1, $1.25, $1.50, $2 to $3. 

‘The Colonel Ingersoll.—Tea, 62.50 ;orange, 

2.75; Bugar, $3; gilt bowls, 60 cents more. Extra 

eavy teas, $3. Etched: 

“The Time to ve Happy ts Now,” 
50 cents extra. 

The Torch of Reason Badge, solid gold. 
enameled in 5 colors, small pins, $2, $2.75, an 
$8.50. With diamonds, $5, $8. Large, $b, $6, $7.50, 
$10, $15, $20, $80. 

Diamonds, 20 per cent. below market price. 
Bend for price lists, cards in colors and gold of 
badge, tracts, etc., free. All goods prepaid (ex- 
cept knives and forks) and cash refunded at op- 
tion. Watch cleaned $1, and returned free. 


OTTO WETTSTEIN. Rochelle, Tl. 
WATER OF LIFE 
is Doing Wonders in Curing the Sick. 


Write for pamphlet to J. R. PERRY, 
No. 34 South Main street, Wilkesbarrs, Pa. 


“WHY ”’ ’ 


I specially want 600 orders for books within the 
. next three months. 


Friends will please send stamp for circulars and 
WHY. 


ELMINA DRAKE SLENKER, 
Snowville, Va. 


To Regulate the 
STOMACH, LIVER 
ano BOWELS, rane 
RiPANS TABULES, 


TAPER RENT PRR ESL 


it 


il 
oT HE 


‘hy 


NOTED SPECIALIST, 
For Men Only, 


Is a physician.of a wide and extensive practice, 
and his remedies are of the best. The Doctor 
treats all those peculiar diseases of young and 
middle-aged men, as the result of youthful errors 
and excesses, causing Early Decay, Loss of Man- 
hood, Wasting Discharges, Varicocele, Mental 
and Raves Debility, Idiocy, Insanity, and 
ea 


To those afflicted and who are desirous of being 
cured a booklet of some 33 Pages will be sent to 
their address for ten cents, sealed in a plain 
envelope, giving causes and Symptoms of the - 
Complaint and a description of the Doctor’s im- 

ortant medical discovery n Outward Applica- 
ion—& positive cure—the only remedy of the 
Kind in existence—with evidences of success. 

dress, DR. R. P. FELLOWS, 
, Vineland, N. 4. 
And say you saw this advertisement in TSE 


i T. 8 R 
Church. Price, 5 cents. BETES Dre Fellows is an Infidel. 


BEWARE OF IMITATIONS 


bd 1, B. SEELEY & CO. d 


cases. 


: 


3] 


B 


25 YEARS REFERENOES :— Profs. S. D. Gross 
G, Morton, and Surgeon- Generals of the U. ‘s 
Hernia or Rupture a 
on application. I. B. SEELEY & CO 


=. SEELEY’S HARD-RUBBER 
Will retain the most difficult forms of HEENIA 
comfort and safety. thereby completing a radieal eare, of ail curable 
pervious to moisture, may be used in bathing; und fitting 
perfectiy to the form of body, are worn without inconvenience by the 


TRUSSES 


or BUPTURE v: 


: 
; 


WARRANTED. oungest child, most delicate lady, or the laboring man, avoiding all sonr, 
Ae a. iwenty, padded unpleasantness, being $. Cool, Cleanly, J 
A and always, reliable. The correct and skillful mechanical treatment of [2 
HERNIA OR RUPTURE A 8 hi Y. H BESON OB 


BY MAIL. ¢ 

D. Hayes Agnew, Willard Parker. W. H. Pancoast. Dr. Thomus 

the US: army and Navy: agar “Mechanical Treatment of 
Price List,” w ustrations an 

SELEY & CO. 2) South ith Streel. PHILADELPHIA, PA. 


e E A 


directions for self-measurement, mailed 
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lishing Company's 


The Oya Curt Pa 


CHARLES H. KERR & CO.’S 
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PUBLICATIONS. j Publications, 
The Last Tenet; Imposed upon the Khan of | SEEN Thee introductory Lettutes ön thé 
Tomathoz. Hud , author | NESSES € 1ctory ctur: ane 
Tomathoz. „È Viana.” Copionsly iilnstrated AAN Science of Thought. By F, Max M 


M. Glackens. | ler. 1. The Simplicity of, Langage; 2. , Tie 


with original drawings by Louis Identity of Language 


12mo, 165 pages; cloth, $1.25; paper, 50c. 


= =n X S wid Thought; ai ei 
Aes SEN Š The Sımplicity of T ASTI ith at. appel d 
‘Anquirendo Island. A novel, By Hudor SSS Which contains z ork spose on ioiei 
Genote damo, apa paces: lot Mj papot Cee NN Withont Worn notion Bee ae E 
‘prise. Inm Doo E ment itis E stronger piece of = See Romanes, and others. Neatly bound in c sth, 
ction than Edward Bellamy’s ‘ Looking Back- WY Way Nes Price, 75c. 


ward,’ which at times it reminds one of. Itisa 


merciless exposure of Pharisaism and hypoc- En Three Lectures on The Science of Lan- 


\ 
LYELL EE 
KETAN 


N \\ Ne 
= AN ASS 
\ \ 


i hich is so prevalent in fashionable Chris- En E RR uage., By Prof. F. Max Müller. The 
Hanity oF today It is a good book, and while T ARN N hiter University Extension Lectures. With 
a a snpplement, t My Predecessors.” an essay on 


it wi d should be r d by all.”— ! RRON 

Hey ofen RERI R pe as i AN NY = genesis of “The Science of Thought.” 112 

Lecture on the Bible. By Rev. Charles pages; cloth. Price, 75c. 
Voysey, pastor of the Theistic church of Lon- 
don, with a new introdnction by Rev. Herbert 
Taft Root. Paper, 37 pages; 20c. 

God in the Constitution. By Arthur B. 
Bradford. Paper, 18mo, 18 pages; 10c. n 

Evolution in its Relations to Evangelical 
Religion. By B. F. Underwood. Paper, 
Amo; 21 pages; be. 

The Change of Front of the Universe. 
By Minot J. Savage. Paper. 31 pages, 10c. 


A Stndy of Primitive Christianity. By 


mental sychology ab the, Cdllege da Frits, 
and edito? of t È 
i owing 


0 
. Spontanéous; or. Natiiral; Attention. 


Attention.—a, Its mechanism; b, Inhibition; c, 
The feeling of effort. 8. T ; 
Attention.—a, Distraction; b,. Hypochondria; 
c, Fixed ideas and ecstasy; @, Idiocy; e, Atten- 
tion in sleep and hypnosis. Cloth, T5c. 


Fundamental Problems. 


Lewis G. Janes. Cloth, octavo, gilt top, uncut 
edges, 819 pages; $1.25. ‘* Dr. Janes is evidently 
a thorough scholar, and one cannot fail to be 
impressed with the care, the honesty, the faith- 
fulness, the impartiality, the love of truth, the 
conservatism exhibited throughont this admi- 
rable volnme.”—{Popular Science Monthly. 
What Can Ethics Do For Us? By 
William Mackintire Salter. Paper, 12mo, 32 
pages, 10c. 
Freedom of Thought and of Speech. By 


William Mackintire Salter. Paper, 12mo, 29 
pages, 10c. 


The Method of 


Philosophy as a Systematic Arrangement of 
Knowledge. By Dr. Paui Carus. Price, $1. 


The Psychic Life of Micro-Organisms. 


A Study in Experimental Psychology. By Al- 
fred Binet. Translation from the French with 
the sanction of theauthor. Treating of the fol- 
lowing subjects: 1. The Psychology of the Cell 
—Introductory. 2, The Structural and Psycho- 
logical Character. of Proto-Organisms: Motory 
and Bensory Organs. 8. The Psychology of 
Nutrition: | olor ytic, Saprophytic, and Ani- 
mal Nutrition; Predatory Habits of Certain 
Animalcula. 4. Colonies of Unicellular Organ- 


The Morals of Christ. A comparison 
with the contemporaneous systems of Mosaic, 


isms. 5. Fecnndation of Proto-Organisms. 6. 
Fecundation of Higher Animals and Plants. 7. 


H > k 
harisaic, and Græco-Roman ethics. nstin | The Physiological Function of the Nucleus. 8. 
einer Paper, 16mo, 200 pages, soe cot, i Correspondence between Alfred Binet and Ch. 
$1. “Mr. Bierbower has carefully analyzed the | Richet (professor of physiology in the Faculty of 
old-world ethical systems which chiefly con- i Medicine at Paris) respecting cellular psychol- 
cern the modern civilized world, and in this ! ogy. 10mo, 133 pages; cloth, 75c.; paper, 60c.° 


book he has so, classified the elements revealed ; 
by that analysis as to give them a high scien- 
tific value. His book is almost as systematic as 
a treatise npon one of the exact sciences, and 
stands in fine contrast to the rambling, ethical 
discussion of which we hear so mnch and which 
leads us nowhere.”—{Chicago Daily News. 


iberty and Life. Seventeen discourses | 
on the applications of scientific truth to morals 
and religion. By E.P. Powell. 12mo, 208 pages; 
cloth, $1; paper, 50c. “Strong. even bold, 
essays on ethical and religious subjects. They 
are the work of a man of vigorous intellect, who 
has studied the doctrine of evolution long and 
carefully, and has not found it necessary to 
abandon all his old reverences. The discourses 
are full of interest to the casual reader by rer- 
son of their fund of anecdote and biographical 
citation, and to the seeker for religious and 
moral trath they offer many helps.”—{Literary 
orld. 


Wheelbarrow Articles and Disenssions 
on the Labor Question, Including the 
Controversy with Mr. Lyman F, Gage, on the 
Ethics of the Board of ‘Trade a d also the Cotiz 
troversy with Mr. Hugh 0. Pentecost, an 
vthers, on the Single Tax, Qiestion. legati 
cloth binding; portrait of the authoř, and atto- 
graph letter. Priċe; $1; | me ug 

The Idea of God. By Dr. Paul Cariis. 
Being a disquisition on the development of 
the idea of Godin human thonght and history 
discussing: 1. The Nature of Ideas. 2. The Et- 
ypology of The Word God. 3. God an Abstract 
dea, 4. The Conceptions.of God (Polytheism, 

Monotheism, Pantheism, Theism, and Atheism). 

5. Definitions of the Idea of God. 6. Entheism, 

the Monastic Conception of God. Price, 150. 


Epitomes of Three Sciences. 1. Com- 
parative Philology: The Study of Sanserit. RET 
el. 


Hedra = 
rof. H. Oldenberg, of the, University 


A QUESTION JERRY WOULD NOT HAV ASKED HAD HE LIVED 
Evolntion and Christianity. A Study. —a, Banscrit. Research; b; From Jones to Las- 


v = z 
By J. ©. F. Grumbine. Cloth, square 18mo, NOW.—Jere. xiv, 29, sont o The Discovery of the Veda; d, The It- 
7 pages, 30c. “Mr. Grumbine’s statements are tetpretation of the Veda; e, The History of the 
sound and well put. His book is the fruit ot Vedic Epoch. 9%. . sperm tal_Psychdlogy 
A on une tie art , a Tei eet ee ETIN 
resentation of the relation between evoluti ss | `. Psychol in Germany} c, Psycholog in 
and Christianit A iniclmdes no ° Yalnable RELIGION NO T HIS TORY. «INFIDELS AND CHARITY. T, Sara reat Brit 
o sia alo Express. : : 1 Btates. 3. 
Lessons From the World of Matter and _A Leaflet showing that the oft-repeated Chris- story; or pte Rise p the people of alaraol 
the World of Man. By Theodore Parker. tian statement that Infidels do not contribute y Prof. B gmg 9 e Univer 


e 


w _—— 
ly) 7 


ae 
SS 


Examination of the Morals and History 


ities i g h onigsberg.—d, The Traditions of the People of 

Selected from notes of unpublished sermons by of the New Testament. eee charities is a fa on cot Mee. Israel; b, She Migrations of the Tribes of 

Rufus Leighton. 12mo, 430 pages; cloth, $1.25; 5 cents; 50 cents a dozen. Address me Truts | Israel; c, The Conauest of Palestine and the 

paper, 50c. y Pgor. F. W. NEWMAN. Price 25 sents. SEEKER, 8 Lafayette place, New York. | Kingdom a one ae A speciai introduotions 

2A Address THE TRUTH BEEKER. atory remarks by the editor of ‘the Open 
Court. Elegant cloth binding. Price, 75c. 

The Ethical Problem. By Dr. Paul 


Carus. Three Lectures, delivered before the 
Society for Ethical Culture of Chicago at the 
invitation of the Board of Trustees: 1. Ethics, 
a Science; 2. The Data of Ethics; 3. The The- 
ories of Ethics. 112 pages, cloth. Price, 50c. 


On Donble Consciousness. Experimental 
Psychological Studies. By Alfred Binet. Table 
of contents: 1. Introductory; Experimental 
Psychologyin France, 2. Proof of Double Con- 
sciousness in Hysterical Individuals. 8. The 
Relations between the Two Conscionsnesses of 
Hysterical Individuals. 4. The Hysterical Eye. 
5. Mechanism or Subconsciousness? 6. The 
Graphic Method and the Doubling of Conscious- 
ness. 7. The Intensity of Subconscious States. 
8 The Role of Suggestion_in Phenomena of 
Double Consciousness. 9. Double Conscious- 
ness in Health. 93 pages, paper. Price, 500. 


The Lost Manuscript. A Novel. By 
Gustave Freytag. A | handsome, elegantly 
bound edition of this famous and popular Ger- 
man romance. The author writes as a motto 
for the American edition: “A noble buman 
life does not end on earth with death. It con- 
tinues in the minds and deeds of friends, as well 
as in the thoughts and the activity of the na- 

by tion.” In two octavo volumes; boxed. Price, $4. 

Diseases of Personality. By Th. Ribot. 
Anthorized translation. Treating of the follow- 
ing subjects: 1. Nature of Personality and 
consciousness. 2. Organic Disorders. 8. Emo- 
tional Disorders. 4. Intellectual Troubles. 5. 
Dissolution of the Personality. Cloth, 75c. 


The Soul of Man. An Investigation of 

the Facts of Physiological and Experimental 

Psychology. By T. Paul Carus., With 152Tllus- 

trative Cuts and Diagrams. Price $8, pages 480. 

Printed on extra fine paper, handsome. y bound 

in cloth. The subject-matter of the work is 

divided into the following sections: 1. The 

Full Pa é Philosophical Problem of Mind. 2. The Rise of 
~k ag Organic Life, 3. Physiological Facts of Brain- 

s . Activity. 4. The Immortality of the Race and 
Pictures. the Data of Propagation. 5. The Investiga- 
tions of Experimental Psychology. 6. The Eth- 

ical and Religious Aspects of Soul-Life. 

e88 HE TRUTH SEEKER. 

238 Lafayette Place, New York. 


San Gabriel Valley, Southern Cal, 


Choice Lands for sale by E. J. BALDWIN in 
the famous SANTA ANITA and adjacent 
Ranchos. Tracts one acre to ten thousand. Per- 
fect for Orange, Lemon, English Walnut, Olive, 
and all deciduous fruit. General Farming, Stock, 
and Dairy. Combines Best Land Water, Climate, 
and location in the gia. «For, partioulars 
address , Arcadia, Los eles, 
county, Oalifornis. : ; 8 


| ‘A NEW BIBLE PICTURE-BOOK. | 
Old Testament Stories 
= Comically Illustrated. 


Exposure Exposure 


by 


: Ridicule. 


| By WATSON HESTON. 


The Stories Humorously Told—And Hard Facts i 
Civen Concerning the Origin and Authenticity of the A0 0 Pages. 2 0 0 


Old Testament—A Page of Text to Each Picture. 


CONTENTS: 
Jacob and Esau, 
Joseph the Man of Dreams, 
Holy Moses, 
Balaam the Diviner, 
Bloody Joshua, 
The Campaign of Deborah and Barak 
Against Jabin and Sisera, 
General Gideon, a 


Jephthah and His Human Sacrifice, 
Samgon the Strong, 

Ruth and Boaz, 

Unstable as Water, God Shall Not Excel, 
David, God's Favorite, i 
Some Stories from the Book of Kings, 
Adventures of the Prophets, 

Jonah the Truthful Sailor. 


Sustaining a Theory, 

Some Giants, 

The Adventures and Work of Noah, 
A Hunting Anecdote, 

Abraham, Christ's Great Ancestor, 
A Queer Family, 

Isaac and His ' Sister,” 

One of Twins, 


Boards, illuminated covers, $1; cloth, gilt side stamp, 81.50. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER COQ. 


A Journal of F reethought and Reform. 


28 LAFAYETTE PL.¢ $3.00 Per Year: 


MULE it 4 “jl : È 
il! ae ; 


Em E YS lig Z wo M 


SSS FE 
= <~- — = 
en ee 
a A 
Fe E D 
wE eae E : — Z 
= Z. 5 Anse eI 
[nena aa th SD pn FS sip ale a Sas — oe eos 
——— pea “4 = cn =~ 
= z ETF AN £ N some Z 
= = A >en a a ee _—_~ ka 2a FA R 


A DANGEROUS AMUSEMENT—COLUMBIA FLIRTING WITH ROMAN CATHOLICISM. 


| AMERICAN WATCH AND CHAIN. | PRICE 


j A 
“American Lever Movement, Patent Escapement and Regulator, Patent 
Winding and Setting Attachment Requiring no Key, 240 Beats 
to Minute; Hour, Minute, and Second Hands. 


THE CHEAPEST GENUINE AMERICAN WATCH EVER SOLD. 
TIMED, TESTED, AND REGULATED. EVERY WATCH GUARANTEED. 


annann a n 


l Tho case is strong and tight, of solid composition metal used the world over as a substitute for Gold, with an elegant 
(Gold-Plated Chain. Packed in a neat box and mailed to any address for $1.50 each; 8 for $4.00 by Express; One Dozen for Hey, 


$15.00 by Express. 
= FULLY GUARANTEED TO KEEP ACOURATE TIME. 


haa 


ri 


} It is fully as durable as the most expensive watch, and with fair usage will keep good time for Ten Years. This Yg 
watch ig being manufactured in lots of 100,000 at the rate of 1,000 per Day by the largest watch manufacturing concern in § 
the world. This constitutes the sole reason for its low price. It is a practical illustration of what may be done in this $ 
; country by machinery and skilled operators when an article can be sold in large quantities. Its parts are not made by hand Ng 
by * Pauper European labor” as are most of the cheap watches now sold, which never run long and can never be repaired. 


~y 


Automatic machinery does everything on this wate. and every part is as true as a die can make it. The movement is the 
{same as in all American watches andis readily understood and repaired by any jeweler. . , 
Every Watch Timed, Tested, and Regulated before leaving our hands, and carefully packed with chain. 


A FEW TESTIMONIALS FOR YOU TO READ. WE HAVE THEM FROM EVERY STATE, 
. i g g Wess Ciry, Jan. 9, 1893. 
GENTLEMEN: Lam much pleased with the Watch: you sent me, and Iwill say it keeps right up on time. It has not varied 
Jany as yet. x Most truly yours, Dr. ANDERSON. 
ane Cato, Mass., Jan. 6, 1898. 
h- GENTLEMEN: I take pleasure in saying the Watch you sent me gave perfect satisfaction. It is a good time-keeper and 
f {all yon recommend it to be. You will be favored with an order from me soon. Yours truly, W. G. Donn: LL. 
CALDWELL, Jan. 8, 1893. 
` Sirs: I received your Watch and found it to be as represented in the Twentieth Century advertisement. It would be 
‘hard to improve on its time-keeping qualities. Yours truly, Moses HINCHCLIFFE. 
' ; a, Fort WAYNE, IND. 
; 65 Cortlandt street, New York. Kind Sirs: Itis a standing rule of mine when I see 
an admirable trait in any character, or a marked excellence in anything, to express appreciation either in public or in pri- 
vate, Taffyis better than epitaf “Post-mortem praises do the dead no good. ‘The corpse smells no flowers on its casket. 
Hence I want to say that Lam alighted With your Watch—a little gem. I keep it on my typewriter desk during week-days, 
„tight before my eyes, and it keeps splendid time. Faithfully yours» STEPHEN A. NORTHROP. 


R. H. INGERSOLL & BRO., Sole Mfrs., Room 133, 65 Cortlandt st., New Yo 


R. H. InarRgoLL & Bro., Room 133, 


o 


1,4 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, FEBRUARY 25s; 


1898, 


~ 


The Order of Creation, Thomas Paine’s Works. 


CONEIICT BETWEEN GENESIS AND SPOLEN 


A CoNTROVERSY BETWEEN TIG 
Pron. Max VOILER 


Hon. W pone M tae 
Pro S . UXLEY, a y LLE, 
. E. Lynn LINTON. 


12mo, 178 pp.: paper, 50 cts.; cloth. % eta. 


RELIGION OF HUMANITY 


BETTER THAN 


ETERNAL PUNISHMENT. 


By M. BABCOCK. 
Price, = 2 E E S 


Answers to Christian Questions 
” And Arguments. 


By D. M. Bunnert. Paper, 146 pp., 25 ot 


THE 
LOGIC OF DEATH, 
Why Should the “Athelot Fear to Die? 


By 
By J. G. HOLYOAKE. Price, 5 cents 


PHILOSOPHY OF SPIRITUALISH 


AND TREATMENT or MEDIOMANIA. 
By B. F. Marvyn, M.D. Cloth, 50 cents. 


AMBERLEY’S LIFE OF JESUS, 
HIS CHARACTER anp DOCTRINES. 
From the “Analysis of Reigious Belief.* 

2 By VISCOUNT AMBERLEY. 


Ainth. 


10 cents- 


AOOOUNT OF 


RL centi 


Adaress The Truth Seeker Company: 


POPES AND THEIR DOINGS. 


Vicars of Christ and Vicegerents of God. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


& 


J.D. Shaw's Books. 


Age of Reason. Pap., 25c.; 
6 copies for $1; clo., 50c. ` 

Age of Reason and Examina- 
ion of the Prophecies. 
Pap., 40c.; clo., 75c. 

Apostle of Political and Re- 
igious Liberty. (Life.) By 
J. E. Remsburg. Portrait. Pap., 
60c.; Clo., 756. 7 i 

Common Sense. Written in 


ITG. Iari ; 
Crisis. ritten During Am. 
Revolution. Pap., 40c.; clo., 75c. 
Great Works. 8vo. 800 pp.. 
clo., $3; leather, $4; morocco, 
gilt edges, $4.50. 

Life of. By J. E. Remsburg. 
Port. Pap., 500- 

Life of. With Remarks on 
Comte and_Rousseau. By C. 
Blanchard. Pap., 40c.; clo., with 
portrait, 60c., 

Life of. With Explanatory 


The Bible: What Is It? A pamphlet con- 
ini ight chapters, in refutation 0 e 
assumption that the Bible is a divine book of 


Observations. By G. Vale. Por- ure thought, and correct in all its utterances. 
trait. A rice, 25 cents. - eae 
Lithogr: aph of. Heavy plate Studies In Theology. A clear exposition 


paper, 22x28, $1. a, 
Political and Religious Re- 
former. By B. F. Under- 


wood. 10c. 
Political Works: ‘* Common 
» “Crisis,” “Rights of 


Answer to 
Burke's Attack on French Revo- 
. „tution. Pap., 40c.; clo., 75c. E 
Testimonials to His Merits. 
Compiled by J. N. Moreau. 10c. 
Theological Works: ‘‘Age of 
Reason,” “ Examination of Proph- 
ecies,” etc., with Life of Paine 
and steel port. $1.50. 
Vindication of, Reply to N. Y. 
Observer. By R. G. Ingersoll. 10c. 


of the biblical story of man’s * creation,” and 
“onrse,” theologically denominated “ the fall.” 
Price, 10 cents. ee. 

The Bible Against Itself. Oontaining 
one hundred and fifty plain self-contradictions 
of the Bible,involving questions of theology, 
morals, and history. Price, 10 cents. 


The Human Nature of Jesus. A refuta- 

ti f the assumption that he was a divine 

erson, and that he was the fulfillment of Old 
estament prophecies. Price, 10 cents. 


Liberalism. Treating the subject from a 
negative and affirmative standpoint, showing 
what it is not and what it eee a 

f Address . THE TRUT E A 
- 98 Lafayette place, New York. 


Pocket Theology. 


By VOLTAIRE. 


Terse, witty, and sarcastic dafinitions of theo. 
logical tarma. Price. 2 conta 


FILE BINDERS. 


Those who preserve the volumes of TE TRUTH 
SEEKER need & File Binder, which we will send on 
receipt of one dollar. 


Spread 
Freethought. 


me Fill out the accompanying Subscription 
Blank and forward to The Truth Seeker, 28 


Lafayette place, New York. 


We mail this issue: of Tas Truru Szexzer to many Lib- 
erals who are not now subscribers with the hope that they 
will forward their subscriptions. 

As a special inducement we will send the paper to new 


Trial Subscribers 


Three Months for 50 Cents. 


We feel who reads Tue 


Teura Seexer for three months will renew his subscription. 


confident that everyone 


We respectfully urge our present subscribers to bear 
this offer in mind when sending their renewals, and make an 


effort to send us 
A Club of Trial Subscriptions. 


For clubbing terms for renewals use the Blank 
adjoining this at the rates given. , 

We hope that all readers to whose notice the paper now 
comes for the first time will send us. a six or twelve months’ 
subscription, but if they do not feel like subscribing for either 
term we shall be thankful if they will fill the blank out for 
a Trial subscription of three months. Address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
283 Lafayette Pl.. New York. 


GERMS AND SUBSGRIPMION BLANK 


—Oor— 


3x The Truth Seeker. xe 


GUE: Drafto, Checho and Money Ordera, to be made payable to 
E. M. MACDONALD, 


Cea TERMS => 
SAMPLE COPIES FREE. 


Three months, (trial subscribers,) in advance, $0.75 One subscription with two new subscribers, in 

Six SN a Ae oe, oe 1.50 one remittance, < ee eee) $7.00 

Single subscription, one year, - 3,00 One subscription with three new subscribers, in 

One subscription two years, “ as - 5.00 one remittance, - 4+ o o a > 8.50 

Two new subscribers, OES eT te 5.00 One subscription with four new subscribers, in 

One subscription with one new subscriber, in one One remittance, -~ a e a œ - 10.00 
remittance, = e = 2 a = œ 500 ` 


Any number over five at the same rate, invariably with one remittance. 


It is thus seen that any of our friends who will take the trouble to get a new subscriber at the regular rate ($3) 
will get his own for $2; by getting two new subscribers he will get his paper for $1; by getting three new subscribers 
he will not only get his own free, but will have fifty cents beside; by getting four new suhscribers he will have his own 
free and gain $z. If anyone chooses, or if by so doing he can easier secure partners in taking the paper, he can share 
With them the advantages of the club rates. 

This makes THE TRUTH SEEKER, with its sixteen large pages, cheaper than any other Liberal paper, 


is aE Te 


the Truth Seeker Co., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Please send The Truth Seeker to the following address... FOP uu. YCAY 
fuclosed find $.....1n payment of the same. 


NAMES. POST OFFICE, [Box Sr. & No., ip any.) & STATE. 


Aeron 


Remarks » 


A Journal of Freethought and Reform. 


ee ee e Tne Sa eI Oe ae I IN i) SE SO EO A ee 
Vol. 20. No. 8. {PUBLISHED WEEKLY. New York, Saturday, February 25, 1893. {og LAFAYETTE PL} $3.00 Per Year: 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


FOUNDED BY D, M. BENNETT, 


E. M. Maopowatp, Editor and Manager. 
28 LAFAYETTE PLAGE, NEW YORK. 


SATURDAY, - me 


- FEBRUARY 25, 1893. 


SUBSCRIPTION RATES, 


Single subscription, in advance..............0000- x -$3 00 
One subscription two years, in advance.........ce.seee .5 0 
Two new subsoribers..............oessssesesossresnnoosssesoossoo 5 00 


` One subscription with one newsubscriber, in one remittance. 5 00 
One subscription with two new subscribers, in. one remit- 
PANOB EE E E T caeenacas Scene KRENA PEE 7 00 


ANOO ss cnenkyeeesen an eo na eae atema iia at 50 

One subscription with four new subscribers, in one remit- 
RDO. cesce cvaseee Sebias ona wns sndsasemantvedsaewessseiecnee dO U0 

Any number over five atthe same rate, invariably with one 
remittance. 


Money should be sent dy express company's money order, 
postal order, drayt on New York, or by registered tetter. 
Address communications and make drafts, checks, post-office 
and express money orders payable to E. M. MACDONALD, 

28 Lafayette place, New York. 


SPECIAL NOTICE.—We shall be obliged to our 
readers if they will send us the name and address of 
any Freethinker who is not a regular subscriber. 


Canada. 

In consideration of what seems to be the ap- 
proaching annexation of Canada to the United 
States, lovers of religious liberty must scan with 
some concern the mischievous condition of Quebec, 
the Catholic province of that country, in the point 
of superstition and devotion to church tyrannies. 

Just now a conflict is proceeding in that province 
between the hierarchy and two newspapers, the 
particulars of which are instructiv to us. The 
Canada Revue, a Montreal journal, and the Echo, 
a weekly paper published in the county of Deux- 
Montagnes, in the district of Terrebonne, com- 
mented severely on certain clerical scandals which 
occurred a few weeks ago. They informed the 
hierarchy that the people were tired of putting up 
with immoral priests, and recommended it to show 
greater consideration for the feelings of the laity. 
Other newspapers. dealt with the scandals in a more 
or less vigorous fashion, but these two deliberately 
threw away the gloves. Archbishop Fabre, with 
-the approval of Cardinal Taschereau, has conse- 
quently put them under the ban of the church. 
The Echo has ceased publication, but the Revue 
intends to fight him in the courts. From this 
kind of ecclesiastical ban, reports a correspondent 
of the New York Post, a good many journals hav 
died. The Bien Public, which protested against 
the undue interference by the clergy in elections ; 
the Réveil, which advocated secular education ; 
L'Avenir, which attacked the tithes and clerical 
domination with the energy of a Paris red; Le 
Défricheur, edited by Mr. Laurier, now leader of 
the Liberal party in the Dominion Parliament, who 
in former days was an extreme Radical—these 
and others hav perished miserably. On the other 
hand, what the church calls “good ” journalists hav 
been rewarded. The editor of Le Courier du 
Canada received the blessing of Pius IX. for him- 
self and children to the third generation. 

In prohibiting his flock from reading the two 
most outspoken journals, under .pain of sin, Mon- 
signor Fabre is acting well within the decrees of 
the provincial councils of the Roman Catholic 
éhurch in Quebec. The councils hav dealt 
with what constitutes “good” as well as with 
what constitutes “bad” journalism. The good 
journalist possesses some knowledge of les lettres 
et les sciences, but above all else is an earnest be- 
liever in the doctrins of the church. He teaches 
nothing contrary to those doctrins, excludes every 


sort of heretical matter from his columns, 
refuses to insert advertisements of pleasure ex- 
cursions on Sundays and jéte-days, submits himself 
unqualifiedly to the directions of the sovereign 
pontiff, ahd is prepared at all times to listen to the 
advice and warning of the bishop of the diocese. 
The bad journalist is, of course, a very different 
kind of man. Besides doing the forbidden things 
just enumerated, he shows himself a Liberal in re- 
ligion, or, what is worse, a downright Atheist; and 
even when he does not actually sow among his 
readers the errors condemiied in the Syllabus, he has 
a habit of finding fault with pontifical documents 
and with the clergy, and of accusing zealous Cath- 
olics, lay and clerical, of meddling too much in 
politics. The clergy are authorized to forbid their 
flocks from reading or cooperating in the editing, 
management, printing, publication, and sale of 
these bad journals. They may find that the jour- 
nals are teaching things at variance with truth 
and Catholic doctrins, or that they are animated by 
a bad spirit; in either case the laity must be pre- 
vented from reading them. Colorless journalism, 
the journalism which, while abstaining from evil as 
here defined, does not exert itself in the interest of 
Catholic truth, is also to be denounced, though 
much will depend on the circumstances of the case. 

To illustrate their exact meaning, the ecclesias- 
tics put the case of the imaginary personage 
Péréjus. Pérejus was a well-to-do man, of excel- 
lent character, who desired to liv like a good Cath- 
olic, and to be looked upon as such. He went to 
church every day, attended carefully to his relig- 
ious duties, gave to charities, visited the sick, and 
so on. But he did not wish to be regarded by his 
neighbors as a militant Catholic; hence, though he 
might easily hav exerted a wholesome influence upon 
friends who were in the meshes of Liberalism and 
other grievous errors, he refrained from doing so 
on the ground that he wanted to be at peace and 
to respect the opinions of others. Query: Was Péré- 
jus’s conduct proper or blameworthy? The answer 
of the professor of moral theology, which is com- 
mended to the attention of colorless journalists in 
Quebec, was that Péréjus sinned against charity in 
not correcting the faults of his friends, and ex- 
posed himself to danger in refusing, out of an 
exaggerated respect for their opinions, to defend 
and proclaim the truth before the world. 

The decrees likewise contain instructions with 
reference to special cases which may arise when a 
newspaper has been banned at the tavern of a 
diocese. For instance, shall a hotel-keeper be al- 
lowed to subscribe to a bad journal which has been 
banned when he sets up the plea that he takes 
good journals, and that the good ones counteract 
the mischief wrought by the bad? The answer is that 
a distinction must be drawn between bad journals. 
In a mixed community like Quebec it is necessary 
to display a certain amount of tolerance toward 
Protestants in order that friendly relations may be 
maintained. Hence Protestant journals that are 
not bad ex professo may be taken by a French 
hotel-keeper, especially if he has Protestant cus- 
tomers. But no journal banned for teaching 
errors, or for aszailing the clergy, may be taken, 
particularly if it be printed in French. 

A few years ago the proprietors of the Revue 
would not hav stood much chance in trying a fall 
with the archbishop in the courts. Under the 
decrees and canons a layman who brings a cleric 
before the civil tribunals on account of anything 
the cleric may hav done in the rightful discharge of 
his episcopal or sacerdotal functions, is ipso facto 
guilty of sin; and so are the jury, if Catholics, who 


may find against the cleric. The recent scandals, 
however, hav disturbed the people, and it is just 
possible the Revue may recover damages. The 
case is exciting considerable interest. 

From the above particulars upon only one point 
of the church despotism that oppresses Canada, 
our readers will perceive that if that country be 
merged with ours it will take brisk work by lovers 
of freedom to prevent the setting in of retrograde 
tendencies in our public management. 

——$___—i—— 


One of Christianity’s Disgraces. 

In the countries of Europe, and to some degree 
in our own, the detestable persecution of the Jews 
continues. This inhumanity, taking its rise from 
the pure myth of the crucifying by that race of the 
son of God, is not the least of the shames of Chris- 
tianity. 

The persecution is, naturally, the severest in 
that country which is the most thoroughly Chris- 
tian, viz., Russia. From that land the latest tidings 
are that six new edicts hav been issued aiming to 
disperse the Jewish subjects, weaken their position 
and trading centers, and crush out their religion. 
These edicts are enforced with the utmost rigor in 
many parts of the empire and with severity every- 
where. Thousands of Jewish working people hav 
been driven from their employment to become beg- 
gars and wanderers. Old soldiers, who wore 
medals for faithful and gallant service in Russia’s 
army, are treated with as little mercy as other Jews. 
No recognition whatever is given to their claims 
upon the country. Merchants of the best standing 
are driven out like the poorest laborer, and not only 
deprived of their business but robbed of the money 
that is owing to them, for their debtors, encouraged 
to injustice by the unjust course of the authorities, 
refuse to pay the debts, well aware that their Jew- 
ish creditors are virtually without remedy. 

The Moscow papers boast that since the begin- 
ning of 1891 twenty thousand Jews hav been con- 
verted to orthodoxy. The unhappy converts, who 
hav been driven to a pretended denial of their re- 
ligious faith in order to escape intolerable persecu- 
tion, hav been deported to the district of Tcherki- 
jova, about five miles from Moscow. There they 
are rigorously governed by priests of the Russian 
Orthodox church, who require them to attend the 
services of that church and to comply with its vari- 
ous rules, waivhing narrowly for any sign of eva- 
sion or repentance. These priests hav entire 
supervision of the wretched colony, and the alleged 
converts from Judaism are only allowed leave to 
return to Moscow upon a certificate from the priests 
certifying that the convert holding such certificate 
ig assured in the faith of the Orthodox church. 
When thus released from the ordeal of Tcherkijova 
their troubles are not over. The police and police 
spies keep a careful watch over them, and if they 
fail in attention to their religious obligations as 
members of the Orthodox church they are reported 
as recanting to the Jewish faith. Should the charge 
of recantation be established the usual punishment 
is deportation to Siberia. 

The Smolenski station, whence trains start for 
foreign parts by way of Poland, has been the scene 
of some of the most painful spectacles. The 
Moscow correspondent of the London Daily News 
describes the scene. In the throng at the station 
there were old men and women upward of eighty 
years of age, and half-clad little children. All 
were crying, cursing, or praying. One’s heart can 
but bleed for these victims of that diabolical belief 
the Christian religion. 

In the other European lands the anti-Jewish 
crusade is waxing in proportions. The correspond- 
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ent M. Jacques St. Cère believes that it is certain 
eventually to bring about a revolution. In Austria 
popular agitations against the Hebrews are frequent. 
In Germany, on several occasions of late, crowds 
hav passed along the Friederichstrasse crying 
“Down with the Jews !” 

In our own country minor incidents of Jewish 
persecution now and then appear. In New York 
city the practice of rowdies of pulling the beards of 
Jews has been growing since the influx of the 
latter from Russia. Perhaps a dozen cases of 
beard-pulling hav been heard of here, and two or 
three of them hav been brought before our judges, 
who, however, hav failed to punish the offenders as 
they deserved. In Shenandoah, Pa., a bitter 
race war is raging between the Hebrews of 
the place on the one side and the Hungarians, 
Lithuanians, and Polanders, who constitute a large 
percentage of the population, on the other. Reso- 
lutions were lately passed by the latter rendering 
any Lithuanian or Pole found patronizing a Hebrew, 
especially a clothing dealer, amenable to a fine of 
$3 for each offense. Several thousand copies of a 
disgraceful circular were then distributed through- 
out the city, notifying people of the action taken 
on Sunday. The circular, which is printed in 
Lithuanian and Polish languages, was headed with 
an offensiv cut. The Hebrews are endeavoring to 
discover the authors of the circular and the instiga- 
tors of the attack, with the intention of bringing 
criminal prosecutions against them. 

Such is the working of Christianity. Such are the 
diabolical feelings and conduct which it breeds 
from notions utterly ungrounded. Such is the 
hell which, as if in anticipation of its predicted one 
hereafter, it ever strives to produce on this earth. 
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Scientists Investigating Spiritualism. 

Several scientists of the highest standing hav 
made an investigation of Spiritualistic phenomena 
at Milan, Italy. Great interest in their proceedings 
was felt throughout Europe. Signor Schiaparelli, 
one of the committee, is an astronomer and the dis- 
coverer of tne lines on Mars. Professor Brofferio, 
another of the inquirers, is the winner of the ten- 
thousand-franc prize offered by the Italian govern- 
ment for the best scientific article of last year. 

The majority of the investigators were not be- 
lievers in Spiritualism; each came with his own 
theory explaining the phenomena. Schiaparelli was 
perhaps the only one who had no theory whatever 
concerning them. He had been told by his friend 
Zöllner, the astronomer, that there was something 
true in Spiritualist phenomena; of this Zollner had 
become convinced during his researches for proofs 
of a fourth dimension. 

These scientific men met in Milan in September 
last, and held seventeen sittings, between the hours 
of nine and twelve in the evening. The medium 
was Eusapia Paladino, a Neapolitan, whose fame 
has spread throughout Europe. . She is, reports the 
New York Sun, a robust-looking little woman 
about twenty-five years of age. She is married. 
Her husband is a carpenter and she is an ironer. 
It was discovered when she was quite young that 
she seemed to possess some strange power. Noone 
could understand what it was. When she was 
asked what she thought it was she said: “How do 
I know what it is?” The people of the class to 
which she belonged ridiculed her; and, as the 
fatigue of exerting the strange force was very great, 
she concluded that it was not worth while to exert 
it. Indeed, she took such an aversion to the 
mysterious influence that for ten years she never 
experimented with it. It was only through the 
insistence of Signor Ercole Chiajia that she was 
induced to do so again. So, at least, the report 
runs. Signor Chiajia is a gentleman living in 
Naples. He has been distinguished by the king, 
and is a man of means. He could, says our re- 
port, hardly be suspected of having dubious 
motivs in bringing Husapia to the attention of 
people, especially as she does not giv public sit- 
tings. His motiv has been to call her to the atten- 
tion of scientists. 

When it became known that these sittings were 
being held in Milan, an editor of one of the daily 


papers published an article in which he offered to. 


bet three thousand francs that Eusapia was a hum- 
bug, and that the phenomena were produced by 
trickery. He professed to be able to explain the 
tricks, and declared that she could not produce one 
of the phenomena under conditions named by him. 
This journalist explained the phenomena as be- 
ing cleverly performed by Eusapia changing 
her hands and feet about in such a way that the 
two persons holding her believed that they each 
held a hand and a foot, while they both held the 
same hand and foot; thus she had the other band 
and foot free to work with. The lights he ex- 
plained as being phosphorus on her fingers. The 
moving of heavy objects at a distance, the appear- 
ance of hands, figures, and the like, he accounted 
for as being the work of an accomplice. This ex- 
planation satisfied the public at large, but seemed 
to hav no effect on the scientific men, who con- 
tinued their researches. From time to time re- 
markable things were told of what took place at the 
sittings. 

In the light, tables were tip:ed, and also lifted 
wholly into the air, without visible means of pro- 
pulsion. While this was done the hands of the in- 
vestigators rested on the table. Photographs of 
the table suspended in the air were taken. The 
medium then seated herself in a weighing-scale and 
at will produced variations in her weight of twenty- 
five pounds. Next, while at a distance from the 
scale, she caused it to oscillate up and down. 
Chairs moved about the room apparently of their 
own accord. 

Under the next condition of complete darkness 
phenomena occurred which are thus described by 
the committee: . 

‘<The hands and feet of the medium were held by those 
sitting next her. In this condition of things the most 
various and singular facts invariably began immediately 
to present themselvs, which, under a full light, we might 
wish forin vain. Darkness manifestly facilitated these 
manifestations, which may be classified as follows: 

**(1) Raps on the table much stronger than those which 
we heard beneath or inside the table when it was light. 

**(2) Knocks and blows given to the chairs of those near- 
est the medium, so forcible at times as to turn the chair 
around, with the person seated init. At times, the per- 
son rising, the chair was taken entirely away. 

(8) Flying through the air of different objects, such as 
instruments of music; percussion and sounding of the 
same. 

**(4) Elevation upon the table of the body of the me- 
dium, together with the chair in which she was seated. 

**(5) Apparition of phosphorescent torches of brief du- 
ration (a fraction of a second), and of sparks'or luminous 
disks, some millimeters in diameter, which sometimes un- 
folded. 

**(6) The sound of two hands clapping in the air. 

“*(7) Gusts of air sensibly felt, like light wind localized 
in a small space. 

**(8) Contact of a mysterious hand, either upon the 
portions of our body which were covered, or on the un- 
covered portions, such as the hands and face, in which 
case One experiences precisely the sensation of touch and 
warmth which a human hand produces. 

**(9) Appearance of one and even two hands projected 
against a phosphorescent background or upon a window 
slightly illuminated. 

“ (10) Divers things done by such hands, such as the 
tying and untying of knots, pencil marks (apparently) 
left by the same on sheets of paper and in other places, 
and impressions of such hands on sheets of blackened 
paper. 

**(11) Contact of onr hands with a mysterious face, 
which certainly was not that of the medium. 

**Those who deny the possibility of mediumistic phe- 
nomena usually explain these facts by the supposition 
that the medium has the faculty (declared impossible 
upon the competent authority of Professor Richet) of 
seeing in the complete obscurity in which we performed 
these experiments, and that by artifice she succeeded in 
making both the persons guarding her hold the same 
hand, thus liberating the other to produce the contact. 
Those of us who had custody of Eusapia’s hands are 
obliged to confess that she did not conduct herself in a 
manner to facilitate our work. When an important 
manifestation was about to take place she began to move 
about with her whole person, pulling herself away and 
tryiug to liberate her hand, as if from a contaminating 
touch. In order to maintain control, those holding her 
were obliged to follow every movement of the hand 
which wished to escape, and repeatedly, for an instant, 
the contact of her hand was lost exactly at the moment in 
which it was most desirable that it should hav been 
maintained. Neither was it always easy to assure our- 
selvs whether it was the right hand of the medium which 
we held or the left one. For that reason many of the 
numerous manifestations observed in darkness were 


considered by us of insufficient demonstrativ value, while | 
yet being intrinsically probable. We make no report of 
such experiments, giving ouly cases where it was not 
possible to hav the least doubt.” 


Finally, phenomena previously obtained only in 
darkness were secured while the medium was in 
light and all the rest of the room about her in dark- 
ness. 

The committee closes its report with these con- 
clusions: 


“1, That, in the circumstances given, none of the mani- 
festations obtained in a more or less intense light could 
hav been produced by any artifice whatever. 

**2. That the same conviction can be affirmed in re 
gard to the greater number of the phenomena taking 
place in darkness. : 

“ For the rest, we recognize that froma strictly scientific 
point of view our experiments still leave much to be de- 
sired. They were undertaken without the possibility of 
our knowing what we should need, and the instruments 
and different appliances which we were obliged to use 
had to be improvised. Nevertheless, that which we hav 
seen and verified is sufficient in our eyes to prove that 
these phenomena are most worthy of scientific attention. 
We consider it our duty to express publicly our esteem 


‘for and our gratitude to Sig. Ercole Chiajia for having 


pursued for sò many years with such zeal and so much 
patience, in spite of opposition and protest, the develop- 
ment of the mediumistic faculties of this remarkable sub- 
ject, calling the attention of the studious to her, having 
but one object in view, the triumph of an unpopular . 
truth. Giovanni SCHIAPARELLI, Director of the As- 
tronomical Observatory, Milan. 
t“ OARL pu Prez, Doctor of Philosophy, 
Munich. 
‘* ANGELO BROFFERIO, Professor of Physics in 
the Royal School of Agriculture, Portici. 
“ G. B. Ermacora, Doctor of Physics. 
“* Grorcro Fuvzi, Doctor of Physics,” 

Signor Schiaparelli, being asked . by a reporter if 
he believed in the phenomena, said: “How can 
I say that I believe a thing which I can account for 
in no way? I should define the phenomena as 
mediumistic, and I consider them of great interest 
to science.” 
` Professor Brofferio said that he thought the 
way to explain the phenomena collectivly, in the 
easiest and most probable way, was to call them 
the work of spirits. 

We highly approve of these investigations of 
Spiritualistic phenomena by scientists. This class 
of men is preéminently the one for the work. The 
methods of science are certain to giv us the truth 
on this subject, whether that truth be for or 
against. We expect the facts of the matter to be 
by blessed and all-solving Science proved to demon- 
stration and beyond possible challenge before many 
decades pass. 


The Evil Exemplars of the Bible. 

What are called the great men of the Bible do 
not always meet at the hands of the world the same 
reverent treatment they do from the Sunday-school. 
The free-speaking Dr. Briggs recently gave a very 
activ clapperclawing and mangling to that object of 
our childhood’s veneration, Abraham; and the 
doctor’s views were well disseminated by the press. 
Now comes the New York Sun and givs Solomon 
such a character as must amaze many a person 
who still entertains the conceptions of his youth 
and pious teaching. A Jewish correspondent of 
that ruthless sheet asks: “ Could a really wise man, 
such a man as Solomon for example, be elected 
president of the United States?” The Sun replies 
that Solomon could not be elected, because in truth 
he was not a wise man, but wicked and foolish. 
He would not be an available candidate for any 
party. If Solomon were living now, and if he pur- 
sued the career with which his name is associated, 
he would hav no standing in respectable society. 
All virtuous Israelites, honest Christians, and square 
Infidels would wish to vote against him if he were 
running for high office. He was a man of vicious 
life, grossly vicious: he oppressed the people, 
squandered the public funds, governed his 
country badly, levied taxes in the most reckless 
way, corrupted society, and violated the Com- 
mandments openly, even the Commandment 
against murder while yet he was a boy. All 
the facts of his history are given in the Bible. 
The Sun goes on to declare: “If ke were up for 
president in our times, we should struggle to de- 
feat him. It is true that he built a temple, a 
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palace, and other gorgeous edifices in Jerusalem, 
but he built them with the blood of his subjects. 
It is true that he talked very wisely, but he acted 
most foolishly and wickedly. We would not 
oppose him because he encouraged the worship of 
© Moloch and other false gods, for in this country 
a candidate’s religious views are not brought up in 
a presidential campaign; but we should stand out 
in relentless opposition to him on account of his 
bad politics and his profligacy. No Solomon for 
us! The brave yet patient Jews suffered terribly 
under his yoke, and he left his country in a shock- 
ing condition. We therefore tell our Jewish cor- 
respondent who wants to know if Solomon would 
hav any chance of election to the presidency, that 
he would not.” 

Bravely done, friend Sun. High time it is that 
the scoundrels who parade in the Bible’s licentious 
pages be cast down from their pedestals of exem- 
plariness, and the emulous view of youth be turned 
instead upon its fit models of the scientists and 
humanitarians, upon that which is good and true. 


pete ae es Gee a 
Some Handsome Premiums. 


To induce new subscriptions and prompt renew- 
als on the part of our friends we make the follow- 
ing handsome premium offers: 

For $5.00 we will send Taz TRUTH SEEKER one 
year ($3.00) and “ Paine’s Great Works Complete ” 
(3.00). This edition of Paine’s works contains a 
picture of Paine, of the statue proposed to be 
erected in Chicago, and of his monument in New 
Rochelle. ` . 

For $5.00 we will send Taz TRUTH SEEKER one 
year ($3.00) and “The World’s Sages, Thinkers, 
and Reformers” ($3.00). By D. M. Bennett. 

_ For $4.50 we will send Taz Trura SEEKER one 
year ($3) and a cloth-bound copy of “ Bible Myths” 
($2.50). 

For $4.50 we will send Tue TRUTH SEEKER one 
year ($3) and “The Freethinker’s Pictorial Text- 
Book ” in cloth ($2.50). 

For $4 we will send Taz TRUTH SEEKER one year 
($3) and.“ The Freethinker’s Pictorial Text-Book” 
in boards ($2). 

For $4 we will send Taz TRUTH SEEKER one year 
($3) and a copy of “ Old Testament Stories Comic- 
ally Ilustrated ” in cloth covers ($1.50). 

For $3.50 we will send Tux Terura SEEKER one 
year ($3) and “Old Testament Stories Comically 
Tlustrated” in board covers ($1). 

This is a splendid opportunity to obtain books 
which every Liberal desires to hay at an exceed- 
ingly low price. Old and new subscribers can avail 
themselvs of it, and we shall be glad if our present 
readers will call the attention of their friends to 
the values offered. 


The lecture on Abraham Lincoln by Col. R. G. 
Ingersoll is copyrighted by his publisher, and is 
published in Tue Taurn Seeker by special permis- 
sion. Chicago pirates and others are warned 
against reprinting it without obtaining the author's 
consent. 


With Our Gongressmen. 


News and Notes. 

On Saturday, February 11th, I pursue my way 
over the Blue Ridge into the historic Shenandoah 
valley, around which will ever linger tragic, beauti- 
ful; and sublime memories of an immortal struggle. 

A hundred miles away from Washington I finish 
my journey at Luray, Va., and the first thing that 
greets my eye as I step upon the platform is the 
blazing badgepin which Otto Wettstein has made 
familiar to our Freethought ranks; and it did not 
take more than a glimpse for me to recognize a 
true and fearless comrade, namely, M. V. Dadisman, 
the pioneer Liberal of this country. He and his 
brothers, George and William, are the only out- 
spoken Infidels in this community, and by their 
united enthusiasm I entered upon a somewhat un- 
certain campaign. No Freethought lectures had 
ever been given in this place. There are about 
eight churches in Luray, with a population of a 
thousand or fifteen hundred, and these churches 
exercise a very depressing influence upo: the 
average individual, and it takes uncommon boldness 
to express an opinion not consistent with the ortho- 


dox creed. No hall of any kind could be procured 
at Luray, nor the use of the courthouse, and I was 
obliged to giv my lectures in the country—two at 
Leachville, in the old schoolhouse, at present un- 
used, I believe, a new schoolhouse having been 
built, otherwise I suppose we could not hay se- 
cured it; and two lectures at Hubbard, in a most 
ancient meeting-house, and this also was at our 
service because a new church was for the accom- 
modation of the Christians. Some dreadful rumors 
were afloat as to what might be the outcome of 
these Infidel proceedings. Some expected personal 
violence—rotten eggs at least, if nothing worse. 
Even those of a Liberal turn remained away, for 
fear they might be involved in the scrimmage and 
receive an egg or two from the hands of the excited 
saints, who whispered all sorts of dire reprisals. 

The leading papers of the country refused to 
advertise the lectures and advised Mr. Dadisman 
to telegraph me at once not to come. However, 
we pursued the even tenor of our way, and amidst 
the rural comforts of the old homestead of the 
Dadismans I enjoyed an afternoon’s rest, and after 
supper proceeded to the picturesque little old 
church for the lecture. This church is about a 
hundred years old, the oldest I hav seen for some 
time, and it was a truly venerable structure. The 
pulpit was a regular wooden box, the gallery for the 
colored worshipers was on the two sides, the seats 
were rude benches, and a big stove stuffed with 
wood sent out its cheerful heat as about thirty 
straggled in from the somewhat stormy outside. 
It was a rather odd experience that I should giv 
my first lecture in Virginia in a church where 
thousands of sermons hay been preached for over a 
century and saturated every timber with the gospel 
story. It was a quaint aspect, something like the 
look of Noah’s ark, that greeted my unaccustomed 
vision. The area was dimly lighted with lanterns, 
and curious eyes were fixed upon the “new 
preacher.” The Dadisman brothers and their sis- 
ter, who are excellent singers, made the rafters 
ring with a Freethought melody, and then I gave 
a discourse on the Demands of Liberalism, which 
was received quite favorably. There was not the 
least disturbance, and at the close of the lecture 
many declared it was their sentiments exactly. 

On Sunday morning I lectured to a fair audience 
in the Leachville schoolhouse. I was to lecture 
Sunday evening at Hubbard again, and if the 
weather had been fair I no doubt should hav had a 
crowded house, for a wide interest was in the com- 
munity to know more about Freethought. But it 
began snowing late in the afternoon and by night 
the air was full of flakes and the ground was white, 
and the storm was so violent that the lecture was 
adjourned. It continued snowing until Monday 
afternoon, when it cleared off and I lectured toa 
good audience at Leachville on Monday evening, 
and on Tuesday evening to a much larger gather- 
ing than before at Hubbard. In every lecture I 
was listened to with the most respectful attention, 
and I am sure that great good has been accom- 
plished in giving these people a correct view of 
Liberalism. They are ready for it when they see 
that it is simply common sense and justice. I hav 
enjoyed the campaign, and my uncompromising co- 
adjutors, the Dadisman brothers, hav done all they 
could to aid me in my labors and hav won a de- 
served victory. Through many years they hav 
borne our flag aloft with no support from half- 
hearted Liberals and with the hostility of churches, 
but they hav never flinched. They hav boldly 
maintained their position, distributed books and 
papers and agitated and educated the community. 
M. V. Dadisman, the eldest of the brothers, gen- 
erously bore the expense of the lectures, and a more 
earnest supporter I hav not met. I could not hav 
had a better companion for my first Virginia cam- 
paign. 

On Monday I descended into the Luray cave, 
perhaps, all things considered, the most remarkable 
cave in the world. It is not so large as the Mam- 
moth cave; it has not the extent of gloom and 
majesty of space which impress with such grand- 
eur, but the formations of Luray cave are much 
more magnificent and varied than those of the 
Mammoth or those of any other cave now known. 
Chamber succeeds chamber, and as the light flashes 
over the walls and roofs and dim spaces a most 
wonderful effect is produced. All colors greet the 
eye, gorgeous, delicate, like gold, or like the tints of 
a rich garment, or like the effulgence of a cathedral, 
or the splendor of a sunset sky. Sometimes we 
look into a profound abyss, out of which shadowy 
forms emerge, white and brilliant or gigantic and 
grotesque. Sometimes the formations are like a 
frozen cataract—then like a lady’s dress, even in the 
latest style crinoline and all—then like a fluttering 
veil—then like an elephant, or like a camel travers- 
ing the desert—then like a couchant lion or a 


basket of flowers, a fish-market, a vegetable garden, 
a hanging sword, statuary, the wings of birds, a 
stone hand thrust straight from the wall, a mer- 
maid, a bath, a lady’s toilet-table, a silvery fount- 
ain, an outspread tent, a column, a lady’s riding- 
whip, a handkerchief, a shawl, a blanket, a sleeping 
infant, a tower, a coffin, a nest with eggs, ete.— 
all these things can be seen in these, numberless 
formations, where time for a million years has 
been tracing out these exquisit and superb delinea- 
tions. We wander through the Giant’s Hall—the 
Ballroom—the vast Cathedral, with its natural 
organ, and as you touch the daintily colored pipes 
the most sweet and solemn music rolls through the 
dim recesses, and by the organ the chimes respond 
to the touch with the same rhythmic call, and an 
enormous stalagmite not far away sends forth the 
deep bass of the drum. So ear is charmed as well 
as vision in this glorious underworld. We gaze 
upon the Crystal Springs, clear as diamonds, and 
through tke interminable archways behold the still 
waters and know not where in the shining chamber 
ends the limpid tide. We dream by the Fallen Col- 
umn. Four thousand years ago this column fell, 
and men of science say that it was seven million of 
years in its growth. What a pigmy thing Adam is 
by the side of this mighty column, even in its fall 
telling a story more wonderful than the Bible tales. 
Imbedded in the dripstone at the foot of a preci- 
pice in Shelton gorge I gaze upon the bones of a 
man—real bones—and how long they hav been 
there, whence they came, the awful mystery none 
can tell; but long, long ago some life was ended, 
solitary, with terror and despair, in this lonely 
tomb. Earth, with its wild magnificence, held in its 
grim embrace the creature of light and air from 
above, but the echo of the story is lost forever in 
the measureless gloom. 


Once more back to the everlasting struggle for 
human right after drinking deep of nature’s pris- 
tin glory. How goes the battle? Well, it is 
something of a drawn battle. The orthodox hav 
not got the advantage altogether, and they shake 
somewhat in their boots for fear the victory may 
afterall slip from their grasp. It is pretty definitly 
settled that Congress will take no further action 
pro or con on this Sunday question. But the fight 
is not ende i, and will not be ended until the World’s 
Fair itself is ended. Congress cannot put it down, 
and it will rise in still greater vehemence at Chicago. 
The orthodox party hav endeavored to pass more 
regulations—to make a penalty for Sunday opening. 
Senator Quay made a rather faint effort in this 
direction, but was sat down upon by his colleagues. 
Congress has simply resolved to let things drift 
and will not enforce any more rigid Sunday restric- 
tions upon the commissioners. Even if the com- 
missioners should open the gates on Sunday I 
doubt if Congress would do anything to prevent 
this or to recover appropriations. The public 
opinion is so evidently in favor of Sunday opening, 
and the matter has been so thoroughly discussed, 
that Congress is disposed to let the commissioners 
open anyway if they hav the requisit courage. 
Congressmen hay told me that they wish now they 
had never meddled with the subject, but that it is 
too late to remedy the action taken, and they say, 
«Let the commissioners open. There won't be 
any trouble about it so far as Congress is con- 
cerned.” Géod lawyers declare that the condition 
can be interpreted as applying only to government 
exhibits. This indeed was the understanding of 
Senator Stewart, who voted for the condition, but 
is in favor of Sunday opening. Itis a nice question 
as to the legal meaning of the restriction. As there 
is no penalty attached, it cannot be a law. The 
very fact that the orthodox party hav tried to 
amend the legislation shows that they realize its 
looseness and that it is not legally effectiv. Leading 
Congressmen hav said to me that they expected the 
Fair would be open on Sunday, and that there was 
really no need of repeal. A condition with no 
penalty attached they say is practically no condi- 
tion at all. 

A compromise measure allowing the Fair to be 
open a half-day on Sunday has been introduced. I 
do not want this bill to pass, and shall not sup- 
port it nor present petitions in its favor. I doubt 
if Congress takes any action on this bill. It 
would be a shrewd thing for the church to 
support the bill, for it would practically 
gain its point and at the same time avoid 
the almost overwhelming indignation of the 
people, which is sure to beat against the church if 
the gates are shut the whole day. By its present 
policy the church will alienate millions who here- 
tofore hav been somewhat friendly to it, not real- 
izing what a harsh master it is, giv it the power. 

SamveL P. Pornam. 
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Abraham Lincoln. 


Eighty-four years ago to-day, two babes were 
born—one in the woods of Kentucky, amid the 
hardships and poverty of pioneers; one in England, 
surrounded by wealth and culture. One was 
educated in the University of Nature, the other at 
Ozford. 

One associated his name with the enfranchise- 
ment of labor, with the emancipation of millions, 
with the salvation of the Republic. He is known to 
us as Abraham Lincoln. 

The other broke the chains of superstition and 
filled the world with intellectual light, and he is 
known as Charles Darwin. 

Because of these two men the Nineteenth Century 
is illustrious. 

A few men and women make a nation glorious— 
Shakespeare made England immortal, Voltaire 
civilized and humanized France, Goethe, Schiller, 
and Humboldt lifted Germany into the light. 
Angelo, Raphael, Galileo and Bruno crowned with 
fadeless laurels the Italian brow, and now the most 
precious treasure of the Great Republic is the 
memory of Abraham Lincoln. 

Every generation has its heroes, its iconoclasts, 
its pioneers, its ideals. The people always have 
been and still are divided, at least into two classes 
—the many, who with their backs to the sunrise 
worship the past; and the few, who keep their 
faces towards the dawn—the many, who are satis- 
fied with the world as it is; the few, who labor and 
suffer for the future, for those to be, and who seek 
to rescue the oppressed, to destroy the cruel dis- 
tinctions of caste, and to civilize mankind. 

Yet it sometimes happens that the liberator of 
one age becomes the oppressor of the next. His 
reputation becomes so great—he is so revered and 
worshiped—that his followers, in his name, attack 
the hero who endeavors to take another step in 
advance. 

The heroes of the Revolution, forgetting the 
justice for which they fought, put chains upon the 
limbs of others, and in their names the lovers of 
liberty were denounced as ingrates and traitors. 

In our country there were for many years two 
great political parties, and each of these parties had 
conservatives and extremists. The extremists of 
the Democratic party were in the rear and wished 
to go back ; the extremists of the Republican party 
were in the front and wished to go forward. The 
extreme Democrat was willing to destroy the 
Union for the sake of slavery, and the extreme 
Republican was willing to destroy the Union for 
the sake of liberty. 

Neither party could succeed without the votes of 
its extremists. 

This was the political situation in 1860. 

The extreme Democrats would not vote for 
Douglas, but the extreme Republicans did vote for 
Lincoln. Lincoln occupied the middle ground, and 
was the compromise candidate of his own party. 
He had lived for many years in the intellectual ter- 
ritory of compromise—in a part of our country 
settled by Northern and Southern men—where 
Northern and Southern ideas met, and the iJeas of 
the two sections were brought together and com- 
pared. 

The sympathies of Lincoln, his ties of kindred, 
were with the South. His convictions, his sense of 
justice, and his ideals, were with the North. He 
knew the horrors of slavery, and he felt the un- 
speakable ecstacies and glories of freedom. He 
had the kindness, the gentleness, of true great- 
ness, and he could not have been a master; he 
had the manhood and independence of true great- 
ness, and he could not have been a slave. He 
was just, and was incapable of putting a burden 
upon others that he himself would not willingly 
bear. 

He was merciful and profound, and it was not 
necessary for him to read the history of the world 
to know that liberty and slavery could not live in 
the same nation, or in the same brain. . Lincoln 
was a statesman. And there is this difference 
between a politician and a statesman. A politician 
schemes and works in every way to make the 
people do something forhim. The statesman wishes 
to do something for the people. With him 
place and power are means to an end, and the 
end is the good of his country. 

The Republic had reached a crisis. © 

The conflict between liberty and slavery could 
no longer be delayed. For three-quarters of a 
century the forces had been gathering for the battle. 

After the Revolution, principle was sacrificed for 
the sake of gain. The Constitution contradicted 
the Declaration.. Liberty as a principle was held 


in contempt. Slavery took possession of the 
Government. Slavery made the laws, corrupted 
courts, dominated presidents and demoralized the 
people. 

In 1840, when Harrison and Van Buren were 
candidates for the Presidency, the Whigs of 
Indiana issued a circular giving reasons for the 
election of Harrison and the defeat of Van Buren. 
The people of Indiana were advised to vote against 
Van Buren because he, when a member of the 
New York Legislature, had voted to enfranchise 
colored men who had property to the extent of 
two hundred and fifty dollars. This was the 
crime of Van Buren. 

The reason why the people should support 
Harrison was that he had signed eleven petitions 
to make Indiana a slave State. f 

Mr. Douglas voiced the feeling of the majority 
when he declared that he did not care whether 
slavery was voted up or down. : 

From the hights of philosophy—standing above 
the contending hosts, above the prejudices, the 
sentimentalities of the day—Lincoln was great 
enough and brave enough and wise enough to 
utter these prophetic words: 

A house divided against itself cannot stand. I believe 
this Government cannot permanently endure half slave 
and half free. I donot expect the Union to be dissolved; 
I do not expect the house to fall; but I do expect it will 
cease to be divided. It will become all the one thing or 
the other. Either the opponents of slavery will arrest 
the further spread of it, and place it where the public 
mind shall rest in the belief that it is in the course of 
ultimate extinction, or its advocates will push it further 
until it becomes alike lawful in all the States, old as well 
as new, North as well as South. 

This declaration was the standard around which 
gathered the grandest political party the world 
has ever seen, and this declaration made Lincoln 
the leader of that vast host. : 

In this, the -first great crisis, Lincoln uttered the 
victorious truth that made him the foremost man in 
the Republic. 

The people decided at the polls that a house di- 
vided against itself could not stand, and that slavery 
had cursed soul and soil enough. 

It is not a common thing to elect a really great 
man to fill the highest official position. I do notsay 
that the great presidents have been chosen by ac- 
cident. Probably it would be better to say that 
they were the favorites of a happy chance. 

The average man is afraid of genius. He feels as 
an awkward man feels in the presence of a sleight- 
of-hand performer. He admires and suspects. 
Genius appears to carry too much sail—lacks pru- 
dence, has too much courage. The ballast of dull- 
ness inspires confidence. 

By a happy chance Lincoln was nominated and 
elected in spite of his fitness—and the patient, 
gentle, and just and loving man was called upon to 
bear as great a burden as man has ever borne. 

II. 


Then came another crisis—the crisis of Seces- 
sion, and Civil War. 

Again Lincoln spoke the deepest feeling and the 
highest thought of the Nation. In his first mes- 
sage he said: 

The central ides, of secession is the essence of anarchy. 

He also showed conclusively that the North and 
South, in spite of secession, must remain face to 
face—that physically they could not separate—that 
they must have more or less commerce, and that 
this commerce must be carried on, either between 
the two sections as friends, or as aliens: 

This situation and its consequences he pointed 
out to absolute perfection in these words : 

Can aliens make treaties easier than friends can make 


laws? Can treaties be more faithfully enforced between 
aliens than laws among other friends? 

After having stated fully and fairly the phi- 
losophy of the conflict, after having said enough to 
satisfy any calm and thoughtful mind; he addressed 
himself to the hearts of America. Probably there 
are few finer passages in literature than the close 
of Lincoln’s inaugural address : 

I am loth to close. We are not enemies, but friends. 
We must not be enemies.. Though passion may have 
strained, it must not break, our bonds of affection. The 
mystic chords of memory stretching from every battle- 
field and patriotic grave to every loving heart and] hearth- 
stone all over this broad land, will swell the chorus of 
the Union when again touched, as surely they will be, by 
the better angels of our nature. . 

These noble, these touching, these pathetic words, 
were delivered in the presence of rebellion, in the 
midst of spies and conspirators—surrounded by 
but few friends, most of whom were unknown, and 
some of whom were wavering in their fidelity—at a 
time when secession was arrogant and organized, 
when patriotism was silent, and when, to quote the 
expressive words of Lincoln himself, “ Sinners were 
calling the righteous to repentance.” 

When Lincoln became President, he was held in 


contempt by the South—underrated by the North 
and East—not appreciated even by his cabinet— 
and yet he was not only one of the wisest, but one 
of the shrewdest of mankind. Knowing that he 
had the right to enforce the laws of the Union in 
all parts of the United States and Territories— 
knowing, as he did, that the secessionists were in 
the wrong, he also knew that they had sympathiz- 
ers not only in the North but in other lands. 

Consequently he felt that it was of the utmost 
importance that the South should fire the first shot, 
should do some act that would solidify the North 
and gain for us the justification of the civilized 
world. He so managed affairs that while he was 
attempting simply to give food to our soldiers, the 
South commenced hostilities and fired on Sumter. 

This course was pursued by Lincoln in spite of 
the advice of many friends, and yet a wiser thing 
was never done. 

At that time Lincoln appreciated the scope and 
consequences of the impending conflict. Above all 
other thoughts in his mind was this: 

“This conflict will settle 'the question, at least 
for centuries to come, whether man is capable of 
governing himself, and consequently is of greater 
importance to the free than to the enslaved.” 

ae knew what depended on the issue and he 
said : 

« We shall nobly save, or meanly loge, the last, 
best hope of earth.” 

III. 

Then came a crisis in the North. 

It became clearer and clearer to Lincoln’s mind, 
day by day, that the rebellion was slavery, and that 
it was necessary to keep the border States on the 
side of the Union. For this purpose he proposed 
a scheme of emancipation and colonization—a 
scheme by which the owners of slaves should be 
paid the full value of what they called their “prop- 
erty.” He called attention to the fact that he had 
adhered to the Act of Congress to confiscate prop- 
erty used for insurrectionary purposes—that the 
Union must be preserved, and that, therefore, all 
indispensable means must be employed to that end. 

If, in war,a nation has the right to take the prop- 
erty of its citizens—of its friends—certainly it has 
the right to take the property of those it has the 
right to kill. 

He knew that if the border States agreed to 
gradual emancipation, and received compensation 
for their slaves, they would be forever lost to the 
Confederacy, whether secession succeeded or not. 
It was objected at the time, by some, that the scheme 
was far too expensive; but Lincoln, wiser than his 
advisers—far wiser than his enemies—demonstrated 
that from an economical point of view, his course 
was best. ` 

He proposed that $400 be paid for slaves, includ- 
ing men, women, and children. This was a large 
price, and yet he showed how much cheaper it was 
to purchase than to carry on the war. 

At that time, at the price mentioned, there were 
about $750,000 worth of slaves in Delaware. The 
cost of carrying on the war was at least two mill- 
ions of dollars a day, and for ene-third of one day's 
expenses, all the slaves in Delaware could be pur- 
chased. He also showed that all the slaves in 
Delaware, Maryland, Kentucky, and Missouri could 
be bought, at the same price, for less than the 
ae of carrying on the war for eighty-seven 

ays. 

This was the wisest thing that could have been 
proposed, and yet such was the madness of the 
South, such the indignation of the North, that the 
advice was unheeded. 

Again, in July, 1862, he urged on the Representa- 
tives of the border States a scheme of gradual com- 
pensated emancipation; but the Representatives 
were too deaf to hear, too blind to see. 

Lincoln always hated slavery, and yet he felt the 
obligations and duties of his position. In his first 
message he assured the South that the laws, in- 
cluding the most odious of all—thé law for the 
return of fugitive slaves—would be enforced. The 
South would not hear. Afterwards he proposed to 
purchase the slaves of the border States, but the 
proposition was hardly discussed—hardly heard. 
Events came thick and fast; theories gave way to 
facts, and everything was left to force. 

The extreme Democrat of the North was fearful 
that slavery might be destroyed, that the Constitu- 
tion might be broken, and that Lincoln, after all, 
could not be trusted; and at the same time the 
radical Republican feared that Lincoln loved the 
Union more than he did liberty. 

The fact is that he tried to discharge the obliga- 
tions of his great office, knowing from the first that 
slavery must perish. The course pursued by 
Lincoln was so gentle, so kind and persistent, so 
wise and logical that millions of Northern Demo- 
crate sprang to the defense, not only of the Union, 
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but of his administration. Lincoln refused to be 
led or hurried by Fremont or Hunter, by Greeley 
or Sumner. From first to last he was the real 
leader, and he kept step with events. 
‘Iv. 
THE GREATEST CRISIS. 

On the 22d of July, 1862, Lincoln called to- 

gether his cabinet for the purpose of showing the 
draft of a Proclamation of Emancipation, stating 
to them that he did not wish their advice, as he had 
made up his mind. 
_ After the Proclamation was signed Lincoln held 
it, waiting for some great victory before giving it 
to the world, so that it might appear to be the child 
of strength. 

This was on the 22d of July, 1862. On the 22d 
of August of the same year Lincoln wrote his 
celebrated letter to Horace Greeley, in which 
he stated that his object was to save the Union; 
that he would save it with slavery if he could ; 
that if it was necessary to destroy slavery in order 
to save the Union, he would; in other words, he 
would do what was necessary to save the Union. 

This letter disheartened, to a great degree, 
thousands and millions of the friends of freedom. 
They felt that Mr. Lincoln had not attained the 
moral hight upon which they supposed he stood. 
And yet, when this letter was written, the Emancipa- 

‘tion Proclamation wasin his hands, and had been for 
thirty days, waiting only an opportunity to give it 
to the world. . 

Some two weeks after the letter to Greeley, 
Lincoln was waited on by a committee of clergy- 
men, and was by them informed that it was God’s 
will that he should issue a Proclamation of Emanci- 
pation. He replied to them, in substance, that the 
day of miracles had passed. He also mildly and 
kindly suggested that if it were God’s will this 
Proclamation should be issued, certainly God 
would have made known that will to him—to the 
person whose duty it was to issue it. . i 

On the 22d° day of September, 1862, the mos 
glorious date in the history of the Republic, the 

- Proclamation of Emancipation was issued. 

Lincoln had reached the generalization of all 
arguments upon the question of slavery and free- 
dom—a generalization that never has been, and 
probably never will be, excelled: 

In giving freedom ‘to the ‘slave, we_assure freedom to 
the free. ` 

. This is absolutely true. Liberty can be retained, 
can be enjoyed, only by giving it to others. The 
spendthrift saves, the miser is prodigal. In the 
realm of Freedom, waste is husbandry. He who 
` puts chains upon the body of another shackles his 
own soul. The moment the Proclamation was 
issued, the cause of the Republic became sacred. 
From that moment the North fought for the hu- 
man race. From that moment the North stood 
under the blue and stars, the flag of Nature— 
sublime and free. 

In 1831 Lincoln saw in New Orleans a colored 
girl sold at auction. The scene filled his soul with 
indignation and horror. — 

Turning to his companion, he said, “Boys, if I 
ever get a chance to hit slavery, by God PUN hit it 
hard !” 

The helpless girl, unconsciously, had planted in 
a great heart the seeds of the Proclamation. 

Thirty-one years afterwards the chance came, the 
oath was kept, and to four millions of slaves, of 
men, women, and children, was restored liberty, 
the jewel of the soul. 

In the history, in the fiction of the world, there 
is nothing more intensely dramatic than this. 

Lincoln held within his brain the grandest 
truths, and he held them as unconsciously, as 
easily, as naturally as a waveless pool holds 
within its stainless breast a thousand stars. 

Let us think for one moment of the distance 
traveled from the first ordinance of secession to the 
Proclamation of Emancipation. 

In 1861 a thirteenth amendment to the Consti- 
tution was offered to the South. By this proposed 
amendment slavery was to be made perpetual. 
This compromise was refused, and in its stead came 
the Proclamation. Let us take another step. 

In 1865 the thirteenth amendment was adopted. 
The one proposed made slavery perpetual. The 
one adopted in 1865 abolished slavery and made 
the great Republic free forever. 

The first state to ratify this amendment was 
TMinois. 

v. 
FOREIGN FOES. 

We were surrounded by enemies. Many of the 
so-called great in Europe and England were against 
us. They hated the Republic, despised our insti- 
tutions, and sought in many ways to aid the South. 

Mr. Gladstone announced that Jefferson Davis 


had made a nation, and he did not believe the 
ela of the American Union by force attain- 
able. 

From the Vatican came words of encouragement 
for the South. 

It was declared that the North was fighting for 
empire and the South for independence. 

The Marquis of Salisbury said: “The people of 
the South are the natural allies of England. The 
North keeps an opposition shop in the same depart- 
ment of trade as ourselves.” . 

_ Some of their statesmen declared that the sub- 
Jugation of the South. by the North would be a 
calamity to the world. 

Louis Napoleon was another enemy, and he 
endeavored to establish a monarchy in Mexico to 
the end that the great North might. be destroyed. 
But the patience, the uncommon common sense, 
the statesmanship of Lincoln—in spite of foreign 
hate and Northern division—triumphed over all. 
And now we forgive all foes. Victory makes forgive- 
ness easy. 

Lincoln was, by nature, a diplomat. He knew 
the art of sailing against the wind. He had as 
much shrewdness as is consistent with honesty. 
He understood, not only the rights of individuals, 
but of nations. In all his correspondence with 
other governments he neither wrote nor sanctioned 
a line which afterwards was used to tie his hands. 
In the use of perfect English he easily rose above 
all his advisers and all his fellows. 

No one claims that Lincoln did all. He could 
have done nothing without the great and splendid 
generals in the field; and the generals could have 
done nothing without their armies. The praise is 
due to all—to the private as much as to the officer ; 
to the lowest who did his duty, as much as to the 
highest. , 

My heart goes out to the brave private as much 
as to the leader of the host. 

But Lincoln stood at the center and with infinite 
patience, with consummate skill, with the genius of 


goodness directed, cheered, consoled, and con- 


quered. 
VI. 


Slavery was the cause of the war, and slavery was 
the perpetual -stumbling-block. As the war went 
on question after question arose—questions that 
Should we 


could not be answered by theories. 
hand back the slave to his master, when the master 
was using his slave to destroy the Union? If the 
South was right slaves were property, and by the 
laws of war anything that might be used to the ad- 
vantage of the enemy might be confiscated by us. 
Events did not wait for discussion. General Butler 
denominated the negro as a “contraband.” Con- 
gress provided that the property of the rebels might 
be confiscated. : 

Lincoln moved along this line. 

Each step was delayed by Northern division, but 
every step was taken in the same direction. 

First, Lincoln offered to execute every law, in- 
cluding the most infamous of all; second, to buy 
the slaves of the border states; third, to confiscate 
the property of rebels; fourth, to. treat slaves as 
contraband of war; fifth, to use slaves for the pur- 
pose of putting down the rebellion; sixth, to arm 
these slaves and clothe them in the uniform of the 
Republic; seventh, to make them citizens, and 
allow them to stand on an equality with their white 
brethren under the flag of the Republic. 

During all these years, Lincoln moved with the 
people—with the masses, and every step he took 
has been justified by the considerate judgment of 
mankind. 

VII. 

Lincoln not only watched the war, but kept his 
hand on the political pulse. In 1863 a tide set in 
against the administration. A Republican meeting 
was to be held in Springfield, Illinois, and Lincoln 
wrote a letter to be read at this convention. It 
was in his happiest vein. It was a perfect defense 
of his administration, including the Proclamation 
of Emancipation. Among other things he said: 

But the proclamation, as law, either is valid or it is 
not valid. If it is not valid it needs no retraction, but if 


it is valid it cannot be retracted, any more than the dead 
can be brought to life. 


To the Northern Democrats who said they would 


‘not fight for negroes, Lincoln replied: 


Some of them seem willing 
matter. 


Of negro soldiers: 


for you—but no 


But negroes, like other perple, act upon motives. 
Why should they do anything for ns if we will do nothing 
for them? If they stake their lives for us they must be 
prompted by the strongest motive—even the promise of 
freedom. And the promise, being made, must be kept. 


There is one line in this letter that will give it 
immortality ` 


ple. 


pit in which they fell. 


The Father of waters again goes unvexed to the sea. 
.This line is worthy of Shakespeare. 

Another: 

Among freemen there can be no successful appeal 


from the ballot to the bullet. 


He draws a comparison between the white men 


against us and the black men for us: 


And then there will be some black men who can rè- 


member that with silent tongue and clenched teeth and 

steady eye and well-poised bayonet they have helped 

mankind on to this great consummation; while I fear 

there will be some white ones unable to forget that with 

OEA heart and deceitful speech they strove to 
inder it. 


Under the influence of this letter, the love of 


country, of the Union, and above all the love of 
liberty, took possession of the heroic North. 


The Republican party became the noblest organ- 


ization the world has ever seen. 


There was the greatest moral exaltation ever 


known. 


The spirit of liberty took possession of the peo- 
The masses became sublime. 

To fight for yourself is good. 

To fight for others is grand. 

To fight for your country is noble. 

To fight for the human race—for the liberty of 


hand and brain—is nobler still. 


As a matter of fact the defenders of slavery had 
sown the seeds of their own defeat. They dug the 
Clay and Webster and thou- 
sands of others, had by their eloquence made the 
Union almost sacred. The Union was the very 
tree of life, the source and stream and sea of 
liberty and law. 

For the sake of slavery millions stood by the 
Union, for the sake of liberty millions knelt at the 
altar of the.-Union; and this love of the Union is 
what, at last, overwhelmed the Confederate hosts. 

It does not seem possible that only a few years 
ago our Constitution, our laws, our Courts, the 
Pulpit and the Press defended and upheld the in- 
stitution of slavery—that it was a crime to feed the 
hungry—to give water to the lips of thirst—shelter 
to a woman flying from the whip and chain! 

The old flag still flies—the stars are there—the 
stains have gone. 

VIII. 


Lincoln always saw the end. He was unmoved 
by the storms and currents of the times. He ad- 
vanced too rapidly for the conservative politicians, 
too slowly for the radical enthusiasts. He occupied 
the line of safety, and held by his personality—by 
the force of his great character, by his charming 
candor—the masses on his side. 

The soldiers thought of him as a father. g 

All who had lost their sons in battle felt. that 
they had his sympathy—felt that his face was as 
sad as theirs. They knew that Lincoln was actuated 
by one motive, and that his energies were bent to 
the attainment of one end—the salvation of the 
Republic. 

Success produces envy, and envy often ends in 
conspiracy. 

In 1864 many politicians united against him. It 
is not for me to criticise their motives or their ac- 
tions. It is enough to say that the magnanimity of 
Lincoln towards those who had deserted and 
endeavored to destroy him, is without parallel in 
the political history of the world. This magna- 
nimity made his success not only possible, but cer- 
tain. 

During all the years of war Lincoln stood, the 
embodiment of mercy, between discipline and death. 
He pitied the imprisoned and condemned. He took 
the unfortunate in his arms, and was the friend 
even of theconvict. He knew temptation’s strength 
—the weakness of the will—and how in fury’s 
sudden flame the judgment drops the scales, and 
passion—blind and deaf—usurps the throne. 

Through all the years Lincoln will be known as 
Lincoln the Loving, Lincoln the Merciful. 

Lincoln had the keenest sense of humor, and 
always saw the laughable side even of disaster. In 
his humor there was logic and the best of sense. 
No matter how complicated the question, or how 
embarrassing the situation, his humor furnished an 
answer, and a door of escape. 

Vallandingham wasa friend of the South, and did 
what he could to sow the seeds of failure. In his 
opinion everything, except rebellion, was uncon- 
stitutional. 

He was arrested, convicted by a court martial, 
and sentenced to imprisonment in Fort Warren. 

There was doubt about the legality of the trial, 
and thousands in the North denounced the whole 
proceeings as tyrannical and infamous. At the — 
same time millions demanded that Vallandingham 
should be punished. 


Lincoln’s humor came to the rescue. He disap- 
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proved of the findings of the court, changed the 
punishment, and ordered that Mr. Vallandingham 
should be sent to his friends in the South. 

Those who regarded the act as unconstitutional 
almost forgave it for the sake of its humor. 

Horace Greeley always had the idea that he was 
greatly superior to Lincoln, and for a long time he 
insisted that the people of the North and the people 
of the South desired peace. He took it upon him- 
self to lecture Lincoln, and felt that he in some way 
was responsible for the conduct of the war. 
Lincoln, with that wonderful sense of humor, 
united with shrewdness and profound wisdom, told 
Greeley that, if the South really wanted peace, he 
(Lincoln) desired the same thing, and was doing 
all he could to bring it about. Greeley insisted 
that a commissioner should be appointed, with 
authority to negotiate with the representatives of 
the Confederacy. This was Lincoln’s opportunity. 
He authorized Greeley to act as such commissioner. 
The great editor felt that he was caught. For a 
time he hesitated, but finally went, and found that 
the Southern commissioners were willing to take 
into consideration any offers of peace that Lincoln 
might make. The failure of Greeley was humiliat- 
ing, and the position in which he was left absurd. 

Again the humor of Lincoln had triumphed. 

Lincoln always tried to do things in the easiest 
way. He did not waste his strength. He was 
not particular about moving along straight lines. 
He did not tunnel the mountains. He was willing 
to go around, and he reached the end desired as a 
river reaches the sea. 

Ix. 

One of the most wonderful things ever done by 
Lincoln was the promotion of General Hooker. 
After the battle of Fredericksburg, General Burn- 
side found great fault with Hooker, and wished to 
have him removed from the Army of the Potomac. 
Lincoln disapproved of Burnside’s order, and gave 
Hooker the command of the Army of the Potomac. 
He then wrote Hooker this memorable letter : 


I have placed you at the head of the Army of the 
Potomac. Of course I have done this upon what appears 
to me to be sufficient reasons, and yet I think it best for 
you to know that there aresome things in regard to which 

am not quite satisfied with you. I believe you to be a 
brave and skillful soldier—which, of course, I like. I 
also believe you do not mix politics with your profession 
—in which you are right. You have confidence—which. 
is a valuable, if not an indispensable, quality. You are 
ambitious, which, within reasonable bounds, does good 
rather than harm; but I think that during General 
Burnside’s command of the army you have taken counsel 
of your ambition to thwart him as much as you could—in 
which you did a great wrong to the country and to a 
most meritorious and honorable brother officer. I have 
heard, in such a way as to believe it, of your recently 
saying that both the army and the Government needed a 
dictator. Of course it was not for this, but in spite of it, 
that I have given you command. Only those generals 
who gain successes can set up dictators. WhatI now ask 
of you is military successes, and I will risk the dictator- 
ship. The Government will support you to the best of 
its ability, which is neither more nor less than it has done 
and will do for all commanders. I much fear that the 
spirit which you have aided to infuse into the army, of 
criticising their commander and witbholding confidence 
in him, will now turn upon you. I shall assist you, so far 
as I can, to putit down. Neither you, nor Napoleon, if 
he were alive, can get any good outof an army while such 
a spirit prevails in it, And now beware of rashness. 
Beware of rashness, but with energy and sleepless 
vigilance go forward and give us victories. 


This letter has,—in my judgment, no parallel. 
The mistaken magnanimity is almost equal to the 
prophecy : 

I much fear that the spirit which you have aided to 
infuse into the army of criticising their commander and 
withholding confidence in him, will now turn upon you. 

Chancellorsville was the fulfillment.. 

x. 

Mr. Lincoln was a statesman. 

The great stumbling-block—the great obstruc- 
tion—in Lincoln’s way, and in the way of thou- 
sands, was the old doctrine of States Rights. 

This doctrine was first established to protect 
slavery. It was clung to to protect the inter-State 
slave trade. It became sacred in connection with 
the Fugitive Slave Law, and it was finally used as 
the corner-stone of Secession. 

This doctrine was never appealed to in defense 
of the right—always in support of the wrong. For 
many years politicians upon both sides of these 
questions endeavored to express the exact relations 
existing between the Federal Government and the 
States, and I know of no one who succeeded, ex- 
cept Lincoln. In his message of 1861, delivered 
on July the 4th, the definition is given, and it is 
perfect: . 

Whatever concerns the whole should be confined to 
the whole—to the General Government. Whatever con- 
oF only the State should be be left exclusively to the 

ate. 

When that definition is realized in practice, this 
country becomes a Nation. Then we shall know 


that the first allegiance of the citizen is not to his 
State, but to the Republic, and that the first duty 
of the Republic is to protect the citizen, not only 
when in other lands, but at home, and that this 
duty cannot be discharged by delegating it to the 
States. 

Lincoln believed in the sovereignty of the people 
——in the supremacy of the Nation—in the territorial 
integrity of the Republic. 

XI. 

A great actor can be known only when he has 
assumed the principal character in a great drama. 
Possibly the greatest actors have never appeared, 
and it may be that the greatest soldiers have lived 
the lives of perfect peace. Lincoln assumed the 
leading part in the greatest drama ever acted upon 
the stage of a continent. 

His criticism of military movements, his corre- 
spondence with his generals and others on the con- 
duct of the war, show that he was at all times 
master of the situation—that he was a natural 
strategist, that he appreciated the difficulties and 
advantages of every kind, and that in “the still 
and mental ” field of war he stood the peer of any 
man beneath the flag. 

Had McClellan followed his advice, he would 
have taken Richmond. 

Had Hooker acted in accordance with his sug- 
gestions, Chancellorsville would have been a victory 
for the Nation. 

Linċoln’s political prophecies were all fulfilled. 

We know now that he not only stood at the top, 
but that he occupied the center, from the first to 
the last, and that he did this by reason of his in- 
telligence, his humor, his philosophy, his courage 
and his patriotism. 

In passion’s storm he stood unmoved, patient, 
just and candid. In his brain there was no cloud, 
and in his heart no hate. He longed to save the 
South as well as the North, to see the Nation one 
and free. 

He lived until the end was known. 

He lived until the Confederacy was dead—until 
Lee surrendered, until Davis fled, until the doors 
of Libby Prison were opened, until the Republic 
Was supreme. - 

He lived until Lincoln and Liberty were united 
forever. : 

He lived to cross the desert—to reach the palms 
of victory—to hear the murmured music of the 
welcome waves. 

He lived until all loyal hearts were his—until the 
history of his deeds made music in the soul of men 
—until he knew that on Columbia’s ‘Calendar of 
worth and fame his name stood first. 

He lived until there remained nothing for him to 
do as great as he had done. 

‘What he did was worth living for, worth dying 
for. 

He lived until he stood in the midst of universal 
Joy, beneath the outst.etched wings of Peace—the 
foremost man in all the world. 

And then the horror came. Night fell on noon. 
The Savior of the Republic, the breaker of chains, 
the liberator of millions, he who had “ assured free- 
dom to the free,” was dead. 


Upon his brow Fame placed the immortal. 


wreath. : 

For the first time in the history of the world a 
Nation bowed and wept. 

The memory of Lincoln is the strongest, tender- 
est tie that binds all hearts together now, and 
holds all States beneath a Nation’s flag. 

XII. 

Strange mingling of mirth.and tears, of the 
tragic and grotesque, of cap and crown, of Socrates 
and Democritus, of Æsop and Marcus Aurelius, of 
all that is gentle and just, humorous and honest, 
merciful, wise, laughable, lovable and divine, and 
all consecrated to the use of man; while through 
all, and over all, were an overwhelming sense of 
obligation, of chivalric loyalty to truth, and upon 
all, the shadow of the tragic end. 

Nearly all the great historic characters are im- 
possible monsters, disproportioned by flattery, or 
by calumny deformed. We know nothing of their 
peculiarities, or nothing but their peculiarities. 
About these oaks there clings none of the earth of 
humanity. 

Washington is now only a steel engraving. About 
the real man who lived and loved and hated and 
schemed, we know but little. The glass through 
which we look at him is of such high magnifying 
power that the features are exceedingly indistinct 

Hundreds of people are now engaged in smooth- 
ing out the lines of Lincoln’s face—forcing all 
features to the common mould—so that he may be 
known, not as he really was, but, according to their 
poor standard, as he should have been. 

Lincoln was not atype. He stands alone—no 
ancestors, no fellows, and no successors. - 


He had the advantage of living in a new country, 
of social equality, of personal freedom, of seeing in 
the horizon of his future the perpetual star of hope. 
He preserved his individuality and his self-respect. 
He knew and mingled with men of every kind; and, 
after all, men are the best books. He became ac- 
quainted with the ambitions and hopes of the 
heart, the means used to accomplish ends, the 
springs of action and the seeds of thought. He 
was familiar with nature, with actual things, with 
common facts. He loved and appreciated the 
poem of the year, the drama of the seasons. 

In a new country a man must possess at least 
three virtues—honesty, courage and generosity. 
In cultivated society, cultivation is often more 
important than soil. A well-executed counterfeit 
passes more readily than a blurred genuine. It is 
necessary only to observe the unwritten laws of 
society—to be honest enough to keep out of 
prison, and generous enough to subscribe in public 
—where the subscription can be defended as an 
investment. 

In a new country, character is essential: in the 
old, reputation is sufficient. In the new they find 
what aman really is; in the oli, he generally passes 
for what he resembles. People separated only by 
distance are much nearer together than those 
divided by the walls of caste. 

It is no advantage to live in a great city, where 
poverty degrades and failure brings despair. The 
fields are lovelier than paved streets, and the great 
forests than walls of brick. Oaks and elms are 
more poetic than steeples and chimneys. 

In the country is the idea of home. There you 
see the rising and setting sun; you become ac- 
quainted with the stars and clouds. The constella- 
tions are your friends. You hear the rain on the 
roof and listen to the rhythmic sighing of the winds. 
You are thrilled by the resurrection called Spring, 
touched and saddened by Autumn—the grace and 
poetry of death. Every field is a picture, a land- 
scape; every landscape a poem; évery flower a 
tender thought, and every forest a fairyland. In 
the country you preserve your identity—your per- 
sonality. There you are an aggregation of atoms ; 
but in the city you are only an atcm of an aggre- ` 
gation. 

In the country you keep your cheek close to the 
breast of Nature. You are calmed and ennobled by 
the space, the amplitude and scope of earth and 
sky-—by the constancy of the stars. 

Lincoln never finished his education. To the 
night of his death he was a pupil, a learner, an in- 
quirer, a seeker after knowledge. You have no 
idea how many men arə spoiled by what is called 
education. For the most part, colleges are places 
where pebbles are polished and diamonds are 
dimmed. If Shakespeare had graduated at Oxford, 
he might have been a quibbling attorney, or a hypo- 
critical parson. 

Lincoln was a great lawyer. There is nothing 
shrewder in the world than intelligent honesty. 
Perfect candor is sword and shield. 

He understood the nature of man. Asa lawyer 
he endeavored to get at the truth, at the very heart 
of a case. He was not willing even to deceive him- 
self. No matter what his interest said, what his 
passion demanded, he was great enough to find the 
truth and strong enough to pronounce judgment - 
against his own desires. 

Lincoln was a many-sided man, acquainted with 
smiles and tears, complex in brain, single in heart, 
direct as light; and his words, candid as mirrors, 
gave the perfect image of his thought. He was 
never afraid to ask—never too dignified to admit: 
that he did not know. No man had keener wit, or 
kinder humor. 

It may be that humor is the pilot of reason. 
People without humor drift unconsciously into ab- 
surdity. Humor sees the other side—stands in the 
mind like a spectator, a good-natured critic, and 
gives its opinion before judgment is reached. 
Humor goes with good nature, and good nature is 
the climate of reason. In anger, reason abdicates 
and malice extinguishes the torch. Such was the 
humor of Lincoln that he could tell even unpleas- 
ant truths as charmingly as most men can tell the 
things we wish to hear. 

He was not solemn. Solemnity is a mask worn 
by ignorance and hypocrisy—it is the preface, 
prologue, and index to the cunning or the stupid. 

He was natural in his life and thought—master 
of the story-teller’s art, in illustration apt, in appli- 
cation perfect, liberal in speech, shocking Pharisees 
and prades, using any word that wit could dis- 
infect. 

He was a logician. His logic shed light. In its 
presence the obscure became luminous, and the 
most complex and intricate political and metaphys- 
ical knots seemed to untie themselves. Logic is 
the necessary product of intelligence and sincerity, 
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It cannot be learned. It is the child of a clear 
head and a good heart. 

Lincoln was candid, and with candor often de- 
ceived the deceitful. He had intellect without 
arrogance, genius without pride, and religion with- 
out cant—that is to say, without bigotry and 
without deceit. i 

„He was an orator—clear, sincere, natural. He 
did not pretend. - He did not say what he thought 
others thought, but what he thought. 

. If you wish to be sublime you must be natural— 
you must keep close to the grass. You must sit by 
the fireside of the heart: above the clouds it is too 
cold. You must be simple in your speech: too 
much polish suggests insincerity. 

The great orator idealizes the real, transfigures 
the common, makes even the inanimate throb and 
thrill, fills the gallery of the imagination with 
statues and pictures perfect in form and color, 
brings to light the gold hoarded by memory the 
miser, shows the glittering coin to the spendthrift 
hope, enriches the brain, ennobles the heart, and 
quickens the conscience. Between his lips words 
bud and blossom. 

If you wish to know the difference between an 
orator and an elocutionist—between what is felt 
and what is said—between what the heart and 
brain can do together and what the brain can do 
alone—read Lincoln’s wondrous speech at Gettys- 
burg, and then the speech of Edward Everett. 

The oration of Lincoln will never be forgotten 
It will live until languages are dead and lips are 
dust. The speech of Everett will never be read. 

The elocutionists believe in the virtue of voice, 
the sublimity of syntax, the majesty of long sen- 
tences, and the genius of g-sture. 

The orator loves the real, the simple, the natural. 
He places the thought above all. He knows that 
the greatest ideas should be expressed in the short- 
est words—that the greatest statues need the least 
drapery. 

Lincoln was an immense personality—firm but 
not ob:ztinate. Obstinacy is egotism—firmness, 
heroism. He influenced others without effort, un- 
consciously; and they submitted to him as men 
submit to nature—unconsciously. He was severe 
with himself, and for that reason lenient with 
others. 

He appeared to apologize for being kinder than 
his fellows.” 

He did merciful things as stealthily as others 
committed crimes. 

‘Almost ashamed of tenderness, he said and did 
the noblest words and deeds with that charming 
confusion, that awkwardness, that is the perfect 
grace of modesty. 

As a noble man wishing to pay a small debt to a 
poor neighbor, reluctantly ofters a hunared-dollar 
bill and asks for change, fearing that he may be 
suspected either of making a display of wealth or a 
pretense of payment, so Lincoln hesitated to show 
his wealth of goodness, even to the best he knew. 

A great man stooping, not wishing to make his 
fellows feel that they were small or mean. 

By his candor, by his kindness, by his perfect 
freedom from restraint, by saying what he thought, 
and saying it absolutely in his own way, he made it 
not only po sible, but popular, to be natural. He 
was the enemy of mock solemnity, of the stupidly 
respectable, of the cold and formal. 

He wore no official robes either on his body or 
his soul. He never pretended to be more or less, or 
other, or different, from what he really. was. 

He had the unconscious naturalness of Nature’s 
self. 

He built upon the rock. The foundation was 
secure and broad. The structure was a pyramid, 
narrowing as it rose. Through days and nights of 
sorrow, through years of grief and pain, with un- 
swerving purpose, “ with malice towards none, with 
charity for all,” with infinite patience, with un- 
clouded vision, he hoped and toiled. Stone after 
stone was laid, until at last the Proclamation found 
its place. On that the goddess stands. 

He knew others, because perfectly acquainted 
with himself. He cared nothing for place, but 
everything for principle; nothing for money, but 
everything for independence. Where no principle 
was involved, easily swayed—willing to go slowly, 
if in the right direction —sometimes willing to stop; 
but he would not go back, and he would not go 

wrong. - 
"He was willing to wait. He knew that the event 
was not waiting, and that fate was not the fool of 
chance. He knew that slavery had defenders, but 
no defense, and that they who attack the right must 
wound themselves. 

He was neither tyrant nor slave. 
knelt nor scorned. 

With him, men were neither great nor small— 
they were right or wrong. 


He neither 


Through manners, clothes, titles, rags and race 
he saw the real—that which is. Beyond accident, 
policy, compromise and war he saw the end. 

„He was patient as Destiny, whose undecipherable 
hieroglyphs. were so deeply graven on his sad and 
tragic face. 

Nothing discloses real character like the use of 
power. Itis easy for the weak to be gentle. Most 
people can bear adversity. But if you wish to 
know what a man really is, give him power. This 
is the supreme test. Itis the glory of Lincoln that, 
having almost absolute power, he never abused it, 
except on the side of mercy. 

Wealth could not purchase, power could not awe, 
this divine, this loving man. 

He knew no fear except the fear of doing wrong. 
Hating slavery, pitying the master—seeking to con- 
quer, not persons, but prejudices—he was the em- 
bodiment of the self-denial, the courage, the hope, 
and the nobility of a Nation. 

He spoke not to inflame, not to upbraid, but to 
convince. 

He raised his hands, not to strike, but in bene- 
diction. 

He longed to pardon. 

He loved to see the pearls of joy on the cheeks 
of a wife whose husband he had rescued from 
death. 

Lincoln was the grandest figure of the fiercest 
ies He is the gentlest memory of our 
world. 


The. foregoing lecture by Col. R. G. Ingersoll is 
copyrighted, and published in Taz Truta SEEKER by 
special permission. 

i is a N 


Synopsis of the Credo. 


Of things unknown "tis claimed we need, 
With priest and church, a sacred creed, 
To tell us how the world was made, 
And why the walls of hell were laid; 
How man was made, and how he fell— 
Just how the snake made Eve rebel 
And pluck the fruit all love so well; 
To teach us what we must believe 
About a devil and Adam and Eve; 
To let us know, what no one knows, 
Where after death the sinner goes; 
And in the morn of eternity, 
How ’twas decreed that a deity 
Should come through some virginity, 
And stand on earth and dwell with man, 
A few to save, the rest to damn; 
How came the God in nick of time 
And proved his claim by many a sign: 
Turned pure water to festal wine, 
On two small fishes some thousands fed, 
And cast out devils and raised the dead— 
This king of the New Jerusalem, 
This scion traced to old David's stem; 
And how in sorrows the earth he trod, 
This singular, this plural God— 
One equal three, three equal one— 
A Christian puzzle for Christians dumh! 
How on a cross he suffered death, 
And sacrificed his godly breath; 
How rose from tomb and went somewhere 
To sit and listen to Christian prayer: 
How again will come with angel host, 
This Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 
The elect to judge in heaven to dwell, 
The reprobates with the devil in hell. 

This is the creed the priest hath made, 
Our mites to get, and make afraid; 
We may not ask the why or wherefore: 

“Thus saith the Lord,” he shouts, and therefore . 

We must believe and chip the cash in, 
Or suffer an eternal thrashing. 

Of things unknown a creed is made 
To fortify a priestly trade. 
O shame on the priest who knows that we know 
The lies that he tells he knows are not so! 

L. Q. REED. 


A Card from R. B. Westbrook. 


Mr Enrror: I cannot reply to Mr. Samuel P. 
Putnam directly and preserve my self-respect, in 
view of the ungentlemanly epithets he applies to 
me. He has placed himself outside of the limits of 
honorable controversy. Iam not “the foe of human 
liberty.” Iam not in favor of “brute force.” I 
am not “with the tyrant.” I am not guilty of 
«damnable. orthodoxy.” I am not ‘in favor 
of chains and slavery.” Iam not a “despot at 
heart.” Iam not the kind of Liberal that Mr. 
Samuel P. Putnam is. It would be easy to show 
the falsity of his so-called syllogistic conclusion, 
from a false premis, but while he shows such an 
absolute disregard for truth, I must leave him to his 
vulgar ravings. Iwishhimno harm. Heishis own 
worst enemy. R. B. WESTBROOK. 


i 
Legal Fours and Legal Days. 


Epvrror Trora Seexer: Mr. Putnam has well 
answered Dr. Westbrook on most points raised by 
the latter, and I imagin that the ex-president of the 
Secular Union will not find it an easy task to 
demonstrate to Freethinkers the alleged com- 
patibility of Sabbath laws and “ Liberalism.” But 
there is one paragraph in the reverend gentleman’s 


121 


article that calls for a few words from me. "These 


are the lines: 

If it be proper to number the hours of labor it is 
proper to number the days of labor. If we hav the right 
to say that eight hours shall be a day’s work, we hay a 
right to say that six days shall constitute a week’s work. 

Let us make a little further use of the West- 
brookian logic. 

If it is proper to number the hours and the days 
of labor, it is proper to number the years of labor. 
If we hav the right to say that eight hours shall be 
a day’s work and that siz days shall constitute a 
week’s work, we hav a right to say that nine years 
shall be devoted to labor and the tenth year to 
idleness. . 

Mr. Westbrook has assumed the legitimacy of 
one piece of indefensible meddlesomeness and then 
made this justify another. So reasoning, any man 
can make out a case for any tyrant and cause any 
usurpation to appear plausible and harmless. 

If Mr. Westbrook chooses to work eight or ten 
or fifteen hours per day neither Mr. Putnam nor I, 
neither the state of Pennsylvania nor the United 
States government, hav any warrant to interfere 
with him. If it is his pleasure to labor two or six or 
seven days each week neither of the persons or 
powers named has any business to punish him for 
his choice. 

All this talk about a law-enforced day of rest is 
rot. It makes no difference to the person fined or 
imprisoned whether the theft of labor-fruits or the 
alienation of liberty is accomplished in the name of 
“religion ” or “ physiology.” Whatideaof Liberal- 


‘| ism can a man kav who would fine or jail his neigh- 


bor for attending to his own affairs in a strictly 
non-invasiv manner? Does Dr. Westbrook imagin 
that he is better qualified than Mr. Putnam to de- 
cide how many hours or days of work are beneficent 
to the latter? E. C. Warrer. 


> 


Darwin on Christianity. 


«I never gave up Christianity until I was forty 
years of age,” said Charles Darwin to Dr. Ludwig 
Büchner and Edward B. Aveling, in 1881. And on 
further inquiry as to why he abandoned Christianity 
he said: “It is not supported by evidence.”—A 
tract, by Edward Aveling, London, 1884. 


Lectures and Meetings. 


J. E. Remspore recently gave a lecture at Caddo, in 
the Choctaw Nation. In a review of the lecture, the 
Caddo Banner says: ‘‘The lecture at the court-houss on 
the evening of the 8th inst., by the emivent J. E. Rems- 
burg, on ‘False Claims’ of the church. was, per- 
haps, one of the most scholarly as well as masterly dis- 
courses ever delivered in Caddo on any subject. The 
lecturer proved himself a thorough scholar and investi- 
gator, a sound and logical reasoner, and an eloquent 
speaker—presenting his subject in such a manner that 
carried conviction to every unprejudiced mind present. 
The evidence produced in support of his position was so 
strong, so clear—his conclusions so just—that none could 
question the truth of what he advocated He has the 
happy faculty of presenting his subject in such a pleasing 
and gentlemanly manner that none could become offended 
though they might differ with him. And while his ob- 
ject was to expose the false claims of the church, and 
while he was very severe in his strictures on the policy of 
the church as an organized body, yet there was not one 
word said that could possibly hav offended the feelings 
of the most dezout church-member.”’ 


J. E. Remssura’s appointments, after leaving Wash- 
ington, will be as follows: 


Greensburg, Pa..Feb. 28; Vera Cruz, O.....Mar. 4 
Butler, Pa......... anew 24! Bluffton, O..,....... es 5 
Tarentum, Pa...... sf 25 | Muncio, O.......... es 5 
Pittsburg, Pa...... as 26 | Daleville, O........ ‘* 6 
Tappan, O.......... ‘$ 27 | Noblesville, Il... “© 7,8 
Connotton, O...... a 28 | Redmon, Ill......... a 8 
Cortlandt, O....... Mar. 1: Coles, Til. ............ s 9 
Findlay, O......... s 2| Highland, Ti... 41, 12 
Pleasant Lake, Ind ‘‘ 3) 


Mr Remsburg will go from Illinois to Texas. 


' FRANKLIN Sremer will lecture in Chicago Sunday 
evening, March 25th; in Cincinnati April 2d, and would 
like engagements in the states of Iowa, Ohio, Indiana, 
and Illinois. His address in Des Moines, Ta. 


Tus Investigator Society of Detroit, Mich., meets 
every Sunday in Arcanum Hall, Hilsendegin Block, 
Monroe avenue. Mary Kleindienst, secretary. 


Tur Milwaukee Liberal Club meets every Sunday 


| night at 7:30 o’clock at Severance’s Hall, 421 Milwaukee 


street. A lecture by some one and discussion following. 


INGERSOLL SECULAR Society meets at Paine Hall, Bos- 
ton, Sundays, at 2:45 P.M. 
i 


Bound Volumes of The Truth Seeker. 

We hav a few bound volumes of THE TRUTH SEEKER for 
the year just closed (1892) which will be sent on receipt 
of $4. We also hav a few of previous years which can 
be sold for $3. Readers desirous of keeping files as re- 
ceived weekly can obtain the File Binder for $1, 
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Letters of Friends. 


A Real Enemy to Superstition. 
PUEBLO, Con., Jan. 31, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: Please send me a couple 
of Colonel Ingersoll’s books on Blas- 
phemy (cloth). Inclosed find the needful 
$5. Send the books and keep the rest of 
the change. Yours in true faith, 
N. O. REEDE. 


man accept it as a personal challenge, and 
fanaticism will more than regret its tem- 
porary victory. F. F. 


every man, woman, or child who has sense 
enough to see the piety-covered infa- 
mies practiced under that sheep’s coat 
of religion to- do all that is possible 
to be done to expose it and down 
it and put a better and more universal 
mode of justice and decency in the place 
of it. I long.to see the time when honest, 
deep-thinking men can express their 
thoughts without being condemned and 
abused by a set of superstitious, ranting 


did not neglect the Sabbath question. 
After he had gone the pulpits ‘‘rang with 
wrath divine.” x i 

In February, 1890, J. E. Remsburg 
lectured on the Sunday question. The 
Opera House was full, and the interest 
great. On his return trip from Texas 
Remsburg lectured on ‘‘The Fathers of 
Our Country.” Here he met Rev. Mr. 
Akers and arrangements were made for a 
four nights’ debate on the inspiration of 


Religion Can Teach Only Revenge and 
Savagery. 
Paris, Tex., Feb. 8, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: I never see any account in 
your paper of what is going on in this 
southern part of our Lord’s vineyard. I 
thought I would giv a hint of just one in- 


We Do Not Know. 

Kress, IND. TERR., Feb. 2, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: Please state ın your next 
issue an answer to the following: Did 
Thomas Paine, Colonel Ingersoll, or any 
other noted Freethinker belong to the 
Freemasons or any other secret organi- 

zation? L. BECKER. 


An Infidel of the Deepest Dye. 
Rexo, Nev., Feb. 4, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: Please find inclosed $6 for 
the works named. I liv in a community 
in which there are a great many Liberals, 
but we are like all the people in the state 
of Nevada, no two of us ever acting in 
concert. 

If we could hav an organization of some 
sort we could do much good. I think we 
would hav a membership of one hundred 
in ashort time, but the people here are 
afraid to speak their thoughts. Iam not 
only a Liberal but an Infidel without one 
redeeming feature. I hav met people who 
were unbelievers, yet were shocked at 
being called Infidels. 

According to Webster an Infidel is one 
who rejects the scriptures, so I do not see 
what is so odious about the name. l 

Let every unbeliever come out in his 
true colors, and not be ashamed to own 
his belief, and we will soon hav unity in 
the ranks, so that when we go to the polls 
four years hence we can cast a solid vote 
for that grand Infidel, patriot, soldier, and 
statesman, Col. Robert G. Ingersoll. 

A prominent lawyer in this place once 
said tome, ‘‘You are an Infidel because 
you are ashamed to acknowledge Chris- 
tianity.” I replied that I wished there 
were ten million more who were ashamed 
of Christianity, because the world would 
be better without it. 

Still, I know it takes more courage to 
be an Infidel than it does to be a Chris- 
tian. 

I hope the good work will continue until 
our country is free from superstition. 

A, F. DERRICK. 


The Church Has Declared War On Lib- 
erty. 
SILVERTON, CoL., Jan. 28, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: Fanaticism and hypocrisy 
are gaining a victory which will cost them 
more than they can ever regain, by open- 
ing the eyes of every intelligent man to the 
wolf in the Christian lamb’s hide. The 
World’s Fair to be closed on Sunday by a 
power claiming not only to be man’s best 
friend here, but to provide for him in a 
mythical hereafter, cash in advance! 

And now these sanctified agents of 
Heavenly Real Estate (the New Jerusalem, 
the oldest known boom town) will thank 
their three Gods for what they hav ob- 
tained, not through prayer and fasting, 
but through fraudulent petitions and 
threats to boycott. 

St. Elliot F. Shepard, of the ‘‘one glass 
of whisky ” fame, said that the arguments 
of the advocates of Sunday opening were 
not entitled to respect on account of their 
not being ‘‘blessed by religion.” He 
meantthat they were unanswerable by any 
narrow-minded bigot who is cursed by the 
superstitions of the past, dragged through 
the blood of innocence and intelligence, 
and that men of his stamp are the kind 
that history blushes to mention, as they 
are and always hav been clogs on the 
wheels of progress. 

On the other hand, Mayor Washburne 
made a speech that was a masterpiece of 
sound logic untainted by any narrow- 
minded bigotry, and was a credit not only 
to Chicago but to the whole country. 

Prior to this great exposure of the 
church's power in this count y, the Liberals 
saw little necessity of organizing. but now 
that they hav been beaten by lack of or- 
ganization as mrch as anything else, they 
should hesitate no longer. The church 
has declared war on Liberty. Let every 


but such deplorable results. 


the better I like it. Mr. Heston’s cartoons 


by Otto Wettstein and A. Augusta Chap- 


the other ‘‘Nature,” and it matters not 


cident. On the ist inst. a man in this 
city was run and caught, tied and staked, 
tortured and burnt. Burnt? Yes, 
burnt to death by his avengers for a very 
atrocious crime which he had committed. 
Among the ten thousand people present 
were priests, parsons, ministers, deacons, 
in fact, every disciple of Christ, all exult- 
antly rejoicing, mocking, and reviling. 
Bad example for Christians in this high 
state of civilization. Now, there were a 
few Freethought men in one corner of this 
large concourse of people who did not be- 
lieve in human torture, sacrifice, slavery, 
etc., and would hav rather seen the poor, 
ignorant form of humanity turned over to 
the sheriff and dealt with according to the 
laws of the state. 

A religion that claims for its author 
blood and tyranny and eternal damnation 
could not be expected to bring anything 
I believe a 
good Freethought lecture in this town 
would be of great benefit. 

Those who love justice, truth, and lib- 
erty, and who hav at the heart the eleva- 
tion and happiness of the human race, 
should be free to expose the errors which 
surround them. 

The more I read Tue TRUTH SEEKER 


alone are well worth the subscription. 
Yours for Freethought, 
Jack SMITE. 


God or Nature. 
Kent, O., Jan. 29, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: While I am much inter- 
ested in the articles on God and creation 


man, yet neither reveals what I wish to 
know. They seem to differ in but one 
thing, and that is what name to giv the 
author of creation. One calls it ‘*‘ God,” 


which name we use, as both seem endowed 
with the same attributes. They agree 
that creation was not created, but is still 
‘fon the way” via evolution—which de- 
stroys the ‘‘infinity” of both God and 
Nature. The word ‘‘God” sounds no 
better to me than ‘‘ Nature,” unless it can 
be shown to hay a higher and ‘‘ superior” 
meaning, and if God is the author of 
nature, he certainly can be no better than 
nature, to cause or allow nature to 
smother her ‘‘happy smiles” with 
‘*frowns of sorrow.” It matters not 
which of the twain spreads the carpet of 
green at our feet in springtime, for the 
same covers our bleaching bones with the 
hoary frosts of winter. Neither God nor 
Nature seems worthy of our adoration, for 
‘funder every blossom there is a lurking 
sting,” and we can only reap the joys of 
the good and shun the sorrows of the bad. 
What J wish to know is, hav they seen 
Jahveh or ‘‘ Old Nick ” in their intellectual 
travels? If so, which is the more to be 
feared? Must I become a devotee of God 
for the little good T see in his works, or 
worship Satan to avoid his wrath in 
the future? I do not care to follow the 
examples of most Christians, to worship 
God but serve the devil. A. D. Swan. 


Priests Rage Beeause They Are Spoiled 
Children. 


Vera Cruz, Mo., Jan 23, 1898. 

Mr. Eprror: Iam weak in finance and 
ability, but strong in disposition, hence I 
write to giv the names of a few whol 
think will be liable to become subscribers 
to your fearless exponent of liberty and 
justice, Ta" TRUTH SEEKER. I hate shams, 
impositions, and injustices as dealt out by 
a set of tyrants known as priests and 
preachers who fly into a rage of condem- 
nation (like a spoiled child who has always 
had its own way) every time they meet 
with anything that does not agree 
with their all-wise course or notions and 
fill their pockets with the filthy Jucre so 
needful for the manufacture of idiots and 
persecutors. I think it is the duty of 


idiots who hav neither decency nor honor 
enough to own the truth if they were 
capable of seeing it. 

When truth abounds philosophers re- 
joice. But when superstitious error holds 
the sway it is forced upon the world as a 
beacon-light of truth by designing men 
and its infamy made popular through the 
use of prejudice, brute force, or a majority 
vote from the credulous many who never 
think for themselvs. but follow the old 
bell-wether of their gang with fear and 
trembling and dare not move unless he 
sanctions it. The Old Mother Grundy of 
church bigotry is their law and gospel. 

S. B. Davis. 


Mexicans Starved by Priests. 
BISBEE, ARIZ., Jah. 18, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: In reply to your esteemed 
letter of the 3ist ult., I would say that 
nothing would giv me more pleasure than 
to be a constant member of your family; 


but as a true Liberal I hav denied myself 


this pleasure for over five years, to gratify 
the wishes and happiness of one other, and 
during this five years I hav added two to 
my family, and I am confident that we 
will, all four of us, come in THe TRUTH 
SEEKER circle in the future. And if you 
do not find it too monotonous to read, I 
will tell you of an incident that happened 
about two months ago. This, the town 
Bisbee, is, as you probably well know, a 
mining town on the frontier of Arizona, 
only about ten miles from the border of 
old Mexico. And here are a great num- 
ber of Mexicans employed, and you will 
know that they are all Catholics. Promi- 
nent among. them are the Irish, the lead- 
ers. And while the field is not great 
enough for a priest to come here and take 
up his residence, one made arrangement 
here last spring to build a church, by beg- 
ging money for the same from everyone, 
and now he comes in here regularly from 
his residence in Tombstone, about the 
10th of every month—that is, pay-day— 
and robs this people, that is, the Mexicans, 
out of their small earnings. And conse- 
quently they hav to liv in dug-outs, or 
wicky-ups made out of brush, and in 
great poverty; and the only thing they 
hav in plenty is children, and they run 
about half naked. Well, it was on a cold 
day in the latter part of October. My 
little girl, Lillian, had been out on the 
road and had seen a small number of these 
unfortunate children platting through the 
mud barefooted, shivering with cold. 
She came in. I was sitting looking over a 
newspaper. She went over to her mamma, 
who was getting supper ready, and said, 
“Mamma, why did God make Mexicans?” 
Well, mamma, my dear, good wife, was 
baffied, and could not giv a satisfactory 
answer, and I told my wife to be on the 
lookout for more questions like that after 
a while. N. Erickson. 


Freethonght and Religion in Rogers. 
Roesurs, ARK., Dec. 26, 1892. 

Mr. Eprror: The ‘‘ Gem of the Ozarks” 
is eleven years old and has about two 
thousand inhabitants. Its being on the 
Ozark range, having pure soft water dis- 
tributed by the water-works, the Electric 
springs near at hand, and the altitude giv- 
ing a much cooler climate than the low- 
lands of the state, all conspire to make 
this a health resort, while our people are 
trying to make it a manufacturing and an 
educational center. There hav always 
been afew Freethinkers in or near Rogers, 
and while they hav met the usual opposi- 
tion they hav been treated as kindly as 
could be expected. 

The Seventh Day Adventists held a 
camp-meeting herein 1889. Their neatly 
kept grounds, the order and system main- 
tained, produced a favorable impression, 
while the boldness of their attack on 
Sunday as the Sabbath caused quite a stir. 
The camp-meeting was followed by a course 
of lectures by Rev. Mr. Henderson, who 


| Hall and Remsburg commenced. 


-ing about the ist of December. 


the Bible. Mr. Akers was a man of more 
than average ability as a minister, yet 
because he admitted that there were seem- 
ing contradictions in the Bible that he 
could not understand or explain he lost his 
position as minister in charge of the 
Christian church at this place. Some of 
the members were very indignant. ; 

W. F. Jamieson was here in 1891, but 
other matters were too pressing to get 
many out, 

On May 24, 1892, the debate between 
The 
Baptists were here in great force. The 
Opera House was crowded five days and 
five nights. Hall is a forcible speaker, 
keen and unscrupulous. He undertook to 
ride over Remsburg rough-shod. But his 
tactics did not work. Remsburg, calm 
and deliberate, stood by his guns and won 
the respect of the very elect. Good 
Christians came to the debate fully ex- 
pecting a wrangle, or perhaps a fight, and 
when the meeting closed with good feeling 
prevailing they were disappointed. They 
hardly knew what todo. Some are very 
kind personally, but hire vagrants to giv 
us ‘‘ L” from ‘‘coward’scastle.” They an- 
nounce large numbers of souls saved,’ oc- 
casionally. If these announcements are 
true our souls are all saved, cr some hav 
been saved several times. 

The present outlook is favorable, 

Rev. Mr. Penn, the evangelist, has been 
holding forth some two weeks, ccmmenc- 
His 
accessions were not large, and Christians 
seem to be ashamed of his methods. This 
indicates a great change. If Liberals 
would only come out square for their | 
cause, the contest would be short. Will 
they do it? My opinion is, we will hav it 
to do or be snowed under. 

Respectfully, H. M. McGavauey, 


A Future Life. 
* TouEpo, O., Jan. 30, 1893. 

Mr. Epor: When we combat the 
Christian’s theory of a future state, we are 
met with the question, ‘‘You take away 
our hope, but what hav you to giv us in- 
stead?” Those who hav. built up a belief 
on an eternity of existence are slow to giv 
it up. Life is sweet, and many still cling 
to the hope of its continuance after they 
begin to doubt the truth of the Bible. 
They hav so schooled their minds to ac- 
cept superstition in place of reason that 
they prefer a theory that contains some- 
thing of a supernatural or mysterious 
nature. When they are brought to know 
that the Bible is unreliable they are- 
pleased if some opportunity is given to re- 
tain a belief in some kind of future exist- 
ence. Spiritualism supplies that want, 
and to my mind that is the secret of the 
partial success that ism is for the time 
meeting with. Spiritualists are no doubt 
doing some good in opening the eyes of 
deluded Christians to a partial apprecia- 
tion of the light of reason and common 
sense. From the dizzy hights of Chris- 
tian fanaticism to the solid terra firma of 
Infidelity is a great tumble, and the dis- 
tance holds many a skeptical person back. 
Spiritualism provides one of the stoppin: - 
places on the way where the seeker after 
truth can rest awhile and get familiar with 
the first lesson in mental freedom—that 
the Bible is not all true. When he has 
learned this lesson well, he will soon know 
that holy Bible is holy humbug. It is a 
pity that teachers of Spiritualism do not 
teach their doctrins for the good there is 
in them rather than for the money they 
can make outofit Iattended a Spiritualist 
meeting at Howard’s Hall, St. Louis, Mo., 
last Sunday. The sermon was followed by 
“ Tests by a Dr. Stanley.” I understand 
Mr. Stanley has rooms in the city where 
he givs seances. ‘‘Calls up spirits from 
the vasty deep,” asit were, and sells the 
information he gets from them for a 
consideration. His object in giving 
the tests at the meeting was to ad- 
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vertise himself, in fact, he announced 
from ‘fde preach box,” as he called the 
pulpit, the location of his rooms; that he 
. would be in attendance every afternoon 
during the week to deliver messages from 
spirit-land to all applicants at the price of 
$1 per message. In giving the tests he 
claimed to be controled by the spirit of a 
squaw, and from the silly broken dialect 
he used, I caught the idea that he wished 
“his audience to believe it was the squaw 
who talked to us through him, I hav 
spent many years in the wilds of America, 
and am familiar with nearly every tribe of 
Indians, I know, as a race, they are 
ignorant and stupid. If Dr. Stanley’s 
squaw was a fair average Indian in intel- 
ligence when in the flesh, and he repre- 
‘sented her fairly to the audience last 
Sunday, then certainly her standard of 
intelligence has not been improved, and 
she has very materially retrograded in her 
language, since-her departure from earth. 
Upon the whole the tests were the gauziest 
kind of nonsense, and ought not to hav 
been permitted by the people who con- 
troled the meeting... The greatest thing 
in man is mind, and so far as Spiritualism 
teaches that it is right to think with perfect 
freedom, so far it is entitled to the thanks 
and support of all who love liberty. Men 
like Dr. Stanley can only injure Spiritual- 
ism, and the great number of his kind 
who are clinging to it will soon prove its 
destruction. W. WINTER. 


Lively Correspondence of a Christian and 
an Infidel. 


QILESPIEVILLE, O., Jan. 24, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: In your issue of January 
7th, was an article from my feeble pen, 
and the outgrowth of it is, I hav received 
some fifteen letters from as many different 
states, penned by just as many cranks. 
They mostly agree in calling me villain. 
Another name for gentleman, I suppose. 
I will insert the most loving letter here, 
and my answer follows. Here is the 
letter: 


HorsmresviutE, N. Y., Jan. 9, 1893. 

Jas. P. ORYDER, Dear Sir: Å friend 

` handed me Tam . TRUTH SEEKER of 
January 7th, and I hay read it through 
and hav seen your article. Iam a Chris- 
tian, and try to aid in its promulgation 
but I believe that missionary work should 
be done where the unbeliever is, I hav 
singled you out from the names of the 
“wanderers” found in that sheet; be- 
cause I think I understand your peculi- 
arities; for Iam, as you will see, a philoso- 
pher. My decision in your case is, that 
you are a nervous, impulsiv, misguided 
sinner. 

In conclusion of your article you try 
to be funny, of course. I can see by your 
article that you are ambitious beyond 
your ability, and, consequently, hav pity 
for you instead of censure You see that 
Iam your friend, and as such I want to 
instruct you in the true way to find light 
I hav done a great deal of good in mission- 
ary work in my days, and hav saved a 

ood many worse sinners than you; for 
fhey were responsible for their misdeeds. 
My advice to you, my erring friend, is, 
to ‘* believe and be baptized and be saved” 
as the Bible tells you. Never attempt to 
argue the truth or falsity of the Bible with 
anyone; for that is dangerous ground for 
any believer, for, as the Bible says, God’s 
ways are not man’s ways, and the sensible 
man knows that he is not capable to reason 
on God’s methods. If you will giv him 
(God) a chance ‘he will tell you the true 
way to light, and, my unfortunate friend, 
he tells no untruths. In conclusion I 
will tell you how God told me the way to 
my salvation, so you can see that I know 

- what I am talking about. I married my 
first wife, a Baptist, and one part of the 
understanding with her was, I was to be 
one after we were married, . She 
was human, and by her imprudence be- 
came mixed up in a seriouschurch scandal, 
was the cause of 2 divorce, a good many 
indignities, and a black eye. I tried to 
retaliate on my wife, to do presumptuous 
things with the sisters, but God was with 
me, and I made a failure; got my mouth 
slapped by the sister, my eye blackened 
by her husband, and the other eye opened 
to the true light by God. I made 
peace with my wife, joined the true Meth- 
odist church, and since then I do not 
think a churchful of the most licentious 
clergymen could make my wife untruth 
ful to the Ten Commandments. 

A. BERTRAN. 

P.S.—If I can do any further good, ađ- 
dress on postal card and inclose stamp. 
No. 8 Elizabeth street, Hornellsville, 
N. Y. 


“A nervous, impulsiv,. misguided sin- 
ner.” Nervous I am not. Ido not know 


what it means of myself, “I am fair, 
forty, and fat.” Impulsiv I am in the 
cause of truth and justice, Misguided I 
was when I listened to the teachings of 
the ‘‘sky-pilots,” but now I am guided in 
the ways of truth by the grand old TRUTH 
SEEKER. 

“Try to be funny.” Did it seem funny 
to you, Mr. B.? No? Then why think I 
tried to be funny? If I tried to be funny 
and was funny, where is the disgrace? If 
I was not funny you cannot accuse me of 
trying to be. Iamapoor man, and cannot 
afford to correspond with cranks unless 
they furnish the stamps. He says, ‘You 
are ambitious.” Brutus and Cassius said 
Cæsar was ambitious, and they were 
“honorable men,” and so may my cor- 
respondent be; but I doubt it. A dog is 
known by his company, and this one got 
into bad company when he joined the 
Methodist church. 

Iam ambitious, and he knew by seeing 
my name in Tae TRUTH SEEKER that I 
had the ambition to get into proper com- 
pany. But that is not the top round in 
the ladder of my ambition. 

“Your ambition is beyond your abil- 
ity.” Very probable. The top round in 
the ladder of my ambition is, to embowel 
the mythological tri-headed God my cor- 
respondent so ignorantly worships. Is 
this ambition beyond my ability? It may 
be, but Iwill add my stab to the many 
already inflicted by greater minds than 
mine. 

He says, ‘‘I hav pity for you instead 
of censure.”. I care not for his pity or his 
censure. Either is like the tree which 
bore it, as he is like the God he worships, 
and that God is a God without honor, 
without principle, a stranger to justice or 
mercy or truth, a tyrant, a fiend, and a 
double-dyed monster. 

“I hav done a great deal of good in my 
days.” Self-praise, like scandal, is half a 
lie. ‘‘I hav done a great deal of good.” 
Doesn’t that sound like the arrogance of 
the meek and lowly Moses, when he says 
(if the books ascribed to him were written 
by him, which of course they were not), 
** And Moses was the meekest man on all 
the face of the earth?” And, too, it 
breathes the air peculiar to the bigoted, 
assumptiv, arrogant Christian of the day. 
“I hav done a great deal of good.” 
Well, I would let some one else tell it. 

“I hav saved a great many sinners 
worse than you.” Jesus said: ‘‘T am the 
door. He that entereth by another way 
is a thief and a robber.” 

“ For they were more responsible.” Is 
that true? Isit possible that one man is 
more respousible to his maker than an- 
other? If this be true, then, if both 
are lost and eternally damned, the one 
who is least responsible will receive the 
same unjust punishment the one of greater 
responsibility receives. This, then, is an- 
other example of the impartial justice and 
mercy of his infernal God. 

‘‘ Believe, be baptized, and be saved, as 
the Bible teaches you.” Be saved from 
what, pray? I hav no apprehension 
whatever of being lost. Do you think, Mr. 
Macdonald, that he meant for me to be- 
lieve so I might escape hell? Well, let 
me tell him and all others whom it may 
concern, I don’t want to escape hell! 
Voltaire is there, is he not? And Volney, 
and Goethe, and Byron, and Shelley, and 
Paine, and Franklin, and Lincoln are all 
there, are they not? And Ingersoll, and 
Putnam, and Charlesworth, and Helen 
Gardener, and Miss Wixon, and Mrs. 
Besant, etc., will all be sure to go to hell, 
will they not? Well, then, I would not 
fail to get there for all the bauble of a 
heaven the God of Moses could offer. 

And another thing, I am sure in such 
company as the above named, hell will be 
cooler than heaven, with such a batch of 
hypocrits, thieves, whoremongers, and 
blathering bitches as heaven will be filled 
with. 

“‘God’s ways are not man's ways.” No, 
thanks be to evolution In the slums of 
our great cities you cannot find 2 being 80 
depraved as he. In the years agone it 
was different. The creators of God made 
him in their own image, and thus they 
made him vile, ignorant, brutal, and in 
short, a monstrosity. Neither man, devil, 
or God, but a conglomeration of all, but 
that which is good. The old patriarch, 


Abraham, was much like him. One of the | with no intention of returning that which 
most atrocious crimes conceivable old | was borrowed. 

Abraham was in the act of perpetrating, There was not a single command which 
to murder his own son, in cold blood and | he kept unless it was this: ‘‘Thou shalt 
premeditation to take that life which in | hav no other God besides me.” “Thou 
no manner had harmed him; andthe great | shalt bow down to no graven images.” 
Jehovah reckoned it as righteousness. | But we hav no evidence that he did not 
And the great Jehovah must hav thought | bow down to Baal. It is likely he did. If 
it a beautiful thing; for in a few years | he did it made him no better and it is cer- 
after we see him doing the very same | tain it could hay made him no worse, for a 
act. He isn’t about to do it, but he act- | bad egg is hard to addle. i 

ually does the horrid deed. Crucifies his} In conclusion, let me say, if A. B., or 
only begotten son, one whom he loved. I | #2yone else in Christendom, wishes to 
am glad he doesn’t love me. Still the God | criticise this article, let him send his 
of our day is better than he was a few criticism to the Editor of Taz TRUTH 
hundred years ago. He is grow- SEEKER, and if he deems it worthy areply, 
ing more civilized, more enlightened. | and he wishes one from my pen, he will 
He has taken to study the sciences, | forward the criticism to me and I will’ 
has learned a little in astronomy. | gladly respond at my earliest convenience. 
He formerly thought the sun flew Since writing the above I hav received 
around the earth in twenty-four hours, another letter from J esus alive, acknowl- 
and he thought the sun, moon, and stars edging the authorship of the former letter. 
were all made for the benefit of this little | In his first letter he used a Bible name, in 
planet. Hethought the earth was flat, | the last he used a Shaksperean name. In 
and burnt Galileo at the stake for dis- | his last he called me a villain, a coward, 
puting with him upon the subject. He and a disgrace to humanity. And my pen 
thought everything was created for the | is too dull to tell how mean I did feel. I 
benefit of this world, and this world and | didn’t feel quite as menn asa Christian, 
all that pertaineth thereto was made for | but very near it. And you will never 
none other than the holy Jew. But our | know how scared I was. Iam ‘‘sceared” 
advanced ideas hay caused the scales to | Of that ‘‘feller,” for ‘‘he is wonderous 
fall from his eyes in part, and he sees, if brave.” I remain, 

he wishes to remain sovereign of the uni-| Yours to_defend the truth, 

verse, that he will hav to be a better- JAMES Por CryDer, 
behaved God in the future than he has 
been in the past. 

“If you will let God alone, he will tell 
you the true way to light.” If he did I 
would not believe him, for, you know, a 
liar cannot be believed although he speak 
the truth. Look through his holy (?) 
word and there you will find he is a falsifier 
and a perjurer. He did not keep his word; 
he broke his contracts, violated his 
covenant, and when he swore to do a thing 
he failed to perform it. 


In order to get his wife my correspondent 


Encounters With the Enemy. 
ADRIAN, Micu., Jan. 25, 1893. 

Mr. Epor: Tax Trora SEEKER still 
holds its reputation as the best Free- 
thought paper published in the whole 
world. Atleast, that is my opinion. 

I am still having plenty of amusement 
with the clergy of our city. Last April 
the Episcopalian minister preached an 
Easter sermon on the resurrection of 
Jesus, in which he made the statement 
that it was a great consolation to every be- 
co: y lieving Christian that God in his infinit 
was to join the Baptist church. I may not | goodness had condescended to giv such an 
be responsible, as he says, but I hav never | abundance of historical proof in support of 
seen that woman yet whom I would sacri- | this, the chief cornerstone of the Chris- 
fice my- birthright (my reason) to get. I] tian’s faith and hope—proof that no 
am a married man, but I entered the mar- | skeptic or unbeliever could evade or set 
riage bond with reason untrammeled. I| aside. After reading his sermon, which 
hold myself free to express my convictions, | yo, published in one of our daily papers 
as my wife is free to express hers. Weare | T wrote to the reverend rector, C. H? 
both Liberals, but not of the same degree. Channer, and requested him to be kind 
She worships at the shrine of Voltaire, enough to furnish me with the historical 


while I bow to Paine. proof of the resurrection of Jesus, as I 

Again he says his wife was human. | had never been able to find anything of 
Well, I hav never doubted it, I am sure. | the kind outside of the New Testament, 
Who ever accused him of lying with a |In a few days the Rev. Mr. Channer called 
beast? She became too intimate with the | at my house to talk the matter over. He 
minister. I don’t doubt it in the least. | came fully prepared to floor me on the 
What could be more natural? It is of spot, for he brought with him his bishop 
every-day occurrence. And this he ad- | trom Detroit, Davies. They came armed 
vances to prove his wife was human. Why, | with abundance of proof, as they sup- 
bless his pusillanimous soul, I don’t care posed, to prove that I was wrong. And 
whether she was human or not, or whether what was my surprise, when they presented 
he had any wife. Get thee behind me | their so-called proof, to find it nothing 


Satan, thou art an offense unto me.” but theforged passage in Josephus. Isoon 
Then it seemed he tried his hand at the | disposed of that, as well as all the other 
game the preacher played, got his mouth proofs they presented. I think they left a 
slapped (good), his eye blacked (better), little wiser than when they came. I gave 
and the other eye opened (best) to the 5 oach of them a copy of Bierbower's ‘* Was 
light. : Christ Crucified?” with an earnest request 
And when he had his eye opened, what | to read it and report. No report yet, 
did he do? He gave one blink, batted it The churches of our city are at the 
shut agaiv, and went it blind as before. present time holding a union revival 
Left the Baptist church and joined the | meeting, and the writer of this received a 
Methodist. ‘‘Jumped from the frying- very polite invitation to attend. 
pan into the fire.” ‘‘A devilish change 
indeed,” as Burns says. ‘‘I don’t believe 


a church full of the most licentious clergy- ney, of the First Baptist church. The 
men could make my wife untrue to the | reverend took his text from Rom. xviii, 
Ten Commandments.” If the clergy| 1: «Let every soul be subject to the 
could not make her untrue to them nothing higher powers.” His sermon was a plea 


else in heaven or earth could. But if she for God in the Constitution, a Christian 
is true to them she is more then human, | nation, God in government. I answered 
more than God. The Cbristian’s God did | his sermon, and showed from the Bible 
not keep the Commandments. He said in | how God had governed his own chosen 
his word, ‘‘ Thou shalt not lie,” yet he did, | people when he was their supreme ruler 
and he taught his followers to do the same. and king—that he frequently sold his 
He sent Moses to Pharaoh with a lie in his | chosen people into slavery to the heathen 
mouth, and he also sent lying spirits to | tribes, and destroyed them by the hun- 
his prophets. ‘Thou shalt not kill;” yet | dreds of thousands, for the awful crime of 


i j preferring other gids to him; that he 
DAE eee athe a pe often repented of choosing them for his 


i 2 4 pets. I showed that God made a miser- 
thy neighbor’s wife;” yet David, a man | able failure in governing his own people 
after God’s own heart, coveted Uriah’s | —and was it at all likely that he would be 
wife, and murdered Uriah to eover his | any more successful in ruling this great 
tracks. ‘‘Thou shalt not commit adul- | American nation? The reverend gentle- 


” : ; ; _ | man, as strange as it may seem, answered 
tery;” yet his mighty ebon wing over tbis communication, and I wrote a long 


shadowed a betrothed damsel, and she reply to this squib. But he has not re- 
became with child. ‘‘Thou shalt not} sponded, nor do I believe he will. 
steal;” yet he taught the Jews to borrow | * Yours fraternally, P. B. REASONER, 


I ac- 
cepted the invitation for one meeting, 
and went to hear Rev. Mr. Wilson Whit- 
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@hildren’s Gorner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wixon, Fall 


River, Mass., to whom all Communica- 
tions for this Corner should be sent. 


“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day’s occupations ,, 
That is known as the Children’s Hour.”. 


Dare To Be True. 
BY SUSAN H. WIXON. 


Dare to be true, whatever your station. 

No matter what your name or your nation. 
Undaunted and fearless, and every thought 
Your earnest conviction, honestly wrought. 


Dare to be true, though the fierce scorners rail, 
And your brave conduct revile and assail; 

Let the scoffers scoff, and the haters hate, 

Be steadfast and firm, whatever your fate. 


Dare to be true—ali unshackled and free, 
Unfettered and bold on land and on sea; 
Determined ne er to let blinding error 
Inspire with dread, or fill you with terror. 


Dare to be true, wheresoever you are, 

Though the curse comes bitter, near and afar: 

Though fair-weather friends arefar away fled, 
And unthinking mortals would you were dead. 


Dare to be true, and mark strictly your way 
By the truth’s steady light, day after day; 
Safely twill lead you all dark dangers past, 
And happiness here on earth ‘twill forecast. 


Dare to be true, though public opinion 

Would make you a cringing, slavish minion; 
Would, as it rattles its numberless seals, 

Crush out your life wi'h its Juggernaut wheels. 


Dare to be true! Let no blinding passion 
Lead you astray, or giv you occasion 

Yo blush for yourself, or weep bitter tears 
Because of astain on your ripening years. 


Dare to be true! Never let clanking chain 
Hold you its victim for greed orfor gain; 
For Freedom and Right your banner unfurl, 
All forms of oppression away to hurl. 


Dare to be true! In this great world of ours, 
Where deceit and falsehood mark many hours; 
Where thousands of cowards constantly rise, 
The true, honest soul is the one that we prize. 


Dare to be true, both in word and in deed, 
Let love for humanity be your creed! 

Be true to yourself, whether young or old, 
For the wealth of truth is better than gold. 


Dare to be true, and forever obey 

The spirit within that leads not astray; 
To nobody bow for praise or for pelf, 
But, aim to be always King of Yoursety. 


—Apples of Gold. 


A Convention of Young Freethink- 
ers. 

Dear Miss WIxon AND READERS OF THE 
Corner: A few leisure moments afford me 
the blessed opportunity of chatting with 
you all once more. I see that many new 
faces are constantly entering the galaxy of 
our Corner. We welcome you all, and 
Miss Wixon is, no doubt, proud of her 
noble young army of Freethinkers. I 
am proud of you all, and oh, how I wish 
we could meet some day and hav a glori- 
ous time! We could call the occasion 
‘*the convention of young Freethinkers.” 
We could select Colonel Ingersoll, Miss 
Wixon, and others who are the friends of 
the young, to speak for us; and it would 
be a good idea for all the young Freethink- 
ersto prepare a declamation, an essay, a 
song, or a short address, and assist in 
making an interesting program. Why 
cannot we hav a convention? Such an af- 
fair would, if properly managed, be a 
credit to the cause of Freethought. 

Tae TRUTH SEEKER, it seems to me, 
could not be improved upon; it is a per- 
fect specimen of journalism. I enjoy 
reading Mr. Putnam's ‘‘News and Notes,” 
they are so interesting, and are couched 
in such vivid and flowery language. I like 
his style. There isso much sentiment in 
his writings, and he is so eloquent, Icon- 
sider his ‘‘ Glory of Infidelity ” one of the 
grandest Freethought disenurses ever ut- 
tered, and one never tires of reading his 
‘‘Religious Experience;” it is interesting 
from the first page to the last. Mr. 
Charlesworth’s letters are also interesting, 
and I am glad that he is having such good 
success in the lecture field. He isan able 
and courageous young man, and he de- 
serves the support of the Freethinkers of 
this country. All honor to him. 

The Rev. Dr. Talmage in a recent ser- 
mon says: ‘‘Do you know the name of 
the biggest giant that you can’ possibly 
meet—and you will meet him? He is not 
eleven feet high, but one hundred feet 
high. His bedstead is as long as the 
continent. His name is Doubt. His com- 
mon food is Infidel } ooks and skeptical 
lectures, and ministers who do not know 
whether the Bible is inspired at all or ïn- 


spired in spots, and Christians who are 
more Infidel than Christian. You will 
never reach the Promised Land unless you 
slay that giant. Kill Doubt or Doubt will 
kill you. How to overcome this giant? 
Pray for faith, go with people who hay 
faith, read everything that encourages 
faith, avoid as you would ship fever and 
small-pox the people who lack faith,” 

This reverend gentleman uttered the 
truth when he made the above statement. 
Infidel books are the food of Doubt in 
one sense; for no one can read such In- 
fidel books as those of Paine, Voltaire, 
Bennett, Ingersoll, Seaver, Saladin, and 
many others without experiencing a doubt 
as to the divinity and inspiration of the 
Christian religion. Skeptical lectures bear 
the same results. Probably many who 
listened to Colonel Ingersoll on ‘‘ Myth 
and Miracle,” at Cincinnati recently, went 
away impressed with the great orator’s 
logical dissertation and with a doubt in 
their minds as to the truth of thereligion of 
‘myth and miracle.” This being so, 
they are now, in all probability, investi- 
gating the matter, and paving the way to 
an ultimate rejection of the dogmas of 
Christianity. Thus it will be seen, Infidel 
books and skeptical lectures lead to doubt, 
doubt leads to investigation, and investi- 
gation leads to knowledge. Mr. Talmage 
speaks of ‘‘ministers who do not know 
whether the Bible is inspired at all, or 
inspired in spots,” when at the same time 
he is one of these ministers himself, for 
one minister knows no more about the in- 
spiration of the Bible than another. 

My letter is getting rather lengthy, so I 
will close with best wishes to you all. 

Always your friend, 

Oak Mills, Kan. Gro. E. REMSBURG. 

[The above was received some time ago, 
but was mislaid, and has just come to 
light.—Ep. C. C.] 


Correspondence. 


ROCKVILLE, IDA., Jan. 28, 1898. 
Miss S. H. Wrxon: This is the second 
time I ever wrote to the Corner, so I 
thought I would drop you a few lines, I 
hav been writing to Edwin Friend. I 
would like some of the little boys of the 
Corner to write to me. I am twelve 
years old. I had a book and three cards 
for Christmas. Iliv on a farm ina low 
valley about ten miles from the nearest 
post-office. My father is very lame in the 
back. I chnnot think of much to write, 

so I will close for this time. 
From your Liberal friend, 
CHARLES CALVIN CARLTON, 


MILWAUKEE, Wis., Jan. 30, 1893. 
Miss Wixon: This ismy first letter to the 
Corner. Although I am but twelve years 
old I am a firm believer in Freethought. 
Grandpa Bushnell has taken Toe TRUTH 
SEEKER for a great many years. He pre- 
sented me with a year’s subscription of 
the same for my birthday, which was very 
acceptable. I hav neither brother nor 
sister, but hav a pleasant home and a 
great many pleasant associates, Trusting 
I may be as honorable, honest, and up- 
right as my Liberal grandpa, I remain, 
A friend of the Freethinkers, 
Corm Inetrs. 
Rocxvinxe, IDA., Jan. 23, 1898. 
Dear Miss Wrxon: I hav written to the 
Corner before, but I like to read the Cor- 
ner. My father takes Tue TRUTH SEEKER, 
I would like for the boys and girls to write 
tome. I gota doll and three cards for 
Christmas, and my mother and father had 
a cup and saucer. We hay ‘‘The Story 
Hour,” and it isa very nice book. I am 
ten years old. The snow is not very deep 
here; is it very deep there? I hav a 
brother William, a brother Charles, and a 
brother Oliver, a sister Laura, and another 
brother, Robert Ingersoll’ Carlton. I 
write to a boy, and his name is Edwin 
Friend, and I like to write to him. Ex- 
cuse bad writing and mistakes for this 
time. I will close, hoping to see my letter 
in the Corner. 
From your Freethinker friend, 
Ross Atice CARLTON. 


ROCKVILLE, IDA., Jan. 23, 1893. 

Dear Miss Wixon: I thought I would 
write to the Corner for the second time. 
I am writing to two girls, one of them 
is Alice Moss and the other is Elsie 
Seidel. There are not many Free- 
thinkers around here. They have been 
hav ng prayer-meeting here all winter ex- 
cept lately. Iam almost fourteen years 
old. My father has taken Tue Thora 
SEEKER for a long time. We hav ‘‘ The 
Story Hour,” and the Bble Picture 
Book, and the ‘‘Pictorial Text-Boak.” 
My smallest brother’s name is Robert In- 
poe Carlton, and we think a great deal 
of him, 


I would like for some of the girls and 
boys to write to me. Please excuse mis- 
takes. If this letter escapes the waste- 
basket I will try and write again. 

From your Liberal friend, 
Laura CARLTON, 


DRESDEN, IND., Feb. 1, 1893. 

Miss Wrxon, Dear Friend. This is my 
first attempt to write a letter to the Cor- 
ner although my father has taken THE 
TRUTH SEEKER ever since I can remem- 
ber. I like to read the paper, and always 
turn to the Corner first. There are several 
Freethinkers around here, but some are 
afraid to say so. The Methodists are talk- 
ing of commencing church here soon, but I 
think it of no use, for they hav now all the 
converts they can take care of. I will 
never join any church and be tied down to 
their superstitions beliefs. 

I go to school and am having a good 
time. I bav a good teacher. We hav just 
finished our examination. I think I made 
a good grade in most of the branches. 
Our teacher does not read the Bible or 
pray in school. I go to church and 
Sunday-school, but do not believe any- 
thing in them. I will close for fear of the 
waste-basket. 

Your Freethinker friend; 
LAURA ÅSHORAFT, 


New Yorzg, Jan. 17, 1893. 

Miss Wrxon: In the Humanitarian for 
this month, edited by Mrs. Victoria 
Woodhbull-Martin, Mrs. Zula Maud Wood- 
hull, and Miss Carrie Miles, appears an 
article under the title of ‘‘The Women of 
Ohina,” which is very interesting. In 
China women are treated worse than 
slaves. To giv you an idea allow me to 
quote the following: 

“If a child strikes his father and that 
father does not kill him on the spot, then 
the authorities will take that child and 
not only consign it to ignominious death, 
but to slow and awful torture. But if a 
boy should strike his mother the father 
would look on with a sort of pride.” 

‘“ There is a missionary foundling 
asylum in Canton, China, with not a boy 
baby in it.” 

‘In Foochow there is to be seen this 
sign on the banks of the river: ‘Do not 
drown female infants here.’ ” 

All those who murder females, abuse 
their mothers, wives, sisters, and daugh- 
ters, are nothing else but whitewashed 
Chinese or Africans, no matter their pres- 
ent nationality or religion. They are all 
brothers of Moses, sons of the celestial 
dragon—in one word, they are celestials. 

The New York Heraid of this morning 
in giving an account of the trial yesterday 
of captains and inspectors of the police 
department of this city says that Inspector 
Williams asked Superintendent Byrnes, 
“ Can gambling be suppressed in New 
York?” ‘‘No,” replied Mr. Byrnes with 
emphasis. ‘‘It can be regulated, but 
never suppressed.” I will close with this 
remark: When females govern this coun- 
try, as they will, gamblers, drunkards, 
ete., will hear another story. 

JOSEPH FELIX GonzaLez. 


THE ELIMINATOR; 
Skeleton Keys to Sacerdotal Secrets, 


“Write me no more fables, lest I be a fool and 
read the riddles awry.” 


By R. B. Westbrook, D.D., LL.B, 


CONTENTS: The Whole Truth; Sacerdotalism 
I: peached; The Fabulous Claims of Judaism; 
Moses and the Pentateuch; Ancient Symbolism 
and Modern Literatism; Astral Keys to Bible 
Stories; The Fable of the Fall; Search for the 
“Last Adam;” What Is Known of the New Testa- 
ment; The Drama of the Gospels; The Ideal 
Christ; Jesus and Other Christs; A Reverent 
Critique on Jesus; A Few Fragments; Blood 
Salvation; The Things That Remain. 

Price, cloth, $1.50. For sale at this office. 


~ Apollonius of Tyana 


IDENTIFIED AS THE 


CHRISTIAN JESUS 


An important and remarkable revelation con- 
cerning the life and times of Apollonius of 
Tyana, the great sage and philosopher of the first 
century. It is here claimed that his life and 
teachings were a preprinted and utilized by the 
formnulators of the Christian religion in the, in- 
terest of so-called Cliristianity, ‘he plagiarism 
is made plain in this brief history of Apollonius 
especially in view of the historica references and 
comments thereon., It is quite evident that to 
conceal the plagiarism, the name of Apollonius 
was suppressed. 

Price, 15 cents. 

Address 


VALUABLE ENGLISH 
PUBLICATIONS. 


The Student’s Darwin. By Edward B. 
Aveling, D. Sc., Fellow of University College 
London. The purpose of this book is to tell 
something of Darwin’s work to those who have 
neither the time nor the opportunit yte investi- 
gate it fully for themselves. 1. The Naturalist’s 

oyage Around the World. 2 Geological 
Works. 8. Botanical Works. | 4. Zoological 
Works. , 5. Works on Evolution. With a 
copious index. 


Pedigree of Man, and Other Essays. By 
Ernest Haeckel. Contents: Part I. The Dar- 
i see Pe The Origin of the Human 
Race: The Pe igree of Man; On the Division of 
Labor in the Life of Nature and of Man; Cell- 
Souls and Soul-Cells. Part II. The Progress 
and Work of Zoology; The Development of 
Lite-Particles and the Perigenesis of the 
Plastidule; The Proofs of Evolution; The 
Present Position of Evolution in Relation to 
Science; The Origin and Development of the 
Sense Organs. Price, $2. ; 
The Natural History of Religion. David 
Hume’s Celebrated Essay, so foully mutilated 
by Christian publishers, printed complete, with 
an Introduction by John M. Robertson, editor 
of the National Reformer. Price, 50 cents. 


The True Source of Christianity; or, A 
Voice From the Ganges. By an Indian Officer. 
Answers to the questions—who was Jesus 
Christ? and from, what source were the doc- 
trines derived which he promulgated? Price, 
75 cents. Address THE th0lh sHEK EN, 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


THEOLOGICAL ESSAYS. 


In two volumes. 


Soul? Were Adam and Eve Our First Parents? Who was Jesus? 


Atonement; Life of Abraham; Life of Jacob; 
We aree Apostles; When Were Our Gorpela Christian Evidences 

— ; No y 5 dl 
Papera; *Gardinal’s Broken Oath; Supernatural and Rational Morality; 


House Papers; A 


CHARLES 


BRADLAUGH’S 


WORKS. 


Vol. I.—Heresy; Its Morality and Utility; Is There a God? Has Mana 


What Did Jesus Teach? The 
Life of Moses; Life of David; Life of Jonah; 
Written? A Plea for Atheism. Price, $1. Vol. 
In Reply to the Oxford 
Mr. Glad- 


stone’s Reply to Colonel Ingersoll on Christianity A Few Words About the Devil; Has Man a 


Soul? Twọ 


ights’ Debate at Burnley with the 


ev. W. M. Westerby; Secularism Unphilo- 


sophical, Unsocial, and Immoral. Three nights’ Debate in London with the Rev. Dr. McCann. 


Price, $1. 


THE FREETHINKERS’ TEXT-BOOK. Part 1. 


Man; Whence and How? Or, Revealed and Real Science in Conflict. Religion: What and 


Why? Or, God = X. Price, $1.25. 


HUMANITY’S GAIN FROM UNBELIEF. 


His North American Review article reprinted. 19 cents, 


HERESY: ITS UTILITY AND MORALITY. 


A Plea and a Justification. Third edition. Price, 25 cents. 


WHEN WERE OUR GOSPELS WRITTEN? 


Fourth Editi cents. 


NOTES ON CHRISTIAN EVIDENCES. 


Being Criticisms on the “ Oxford House Papers,” with Replies by their authors. 


Price, £5 cents. 
TRACTS. 


Land Question 


5 cents; Were Adam and Eve Our First Parents? 5 cents; Why Do Men 


Starve? 5 cents; A Plea for Atheism, 5 cents; Is There a God? 5 cents; Labor’s Prayer, 5 cents; 
Poverty, Its Effects on the Political Condition of the People, 5 cents; New Life of David, 5 cents; 


New Life of Jonah, 5 cents; A Few 


Twelve Apostles, 5cents; Who Was Jesur Christ? 5 cents; What 
b Moses, 5 cents. : 
#5 worth for #3; and $10 worth for $5. 


Life of Abraham, 5 cents; New Life of 


$1.10 worth for $1; $2.50 worth for $2; 


Words About the Devil, 5 cents; New Life of Jacob, 5 cents; 


Did Jesus Teach? 5 cents; New 
On orders for these Tracts we will send 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York, 


THR TRUTH SEEKEK, 


jt 
S 
a 


FEBRUARY 25, 1898. 


ROBERT G. 


_ INGERSOLL'S 
WORKS. 


——-9———— 


Only Authorized Bditions. 


ae ae CEE ER Me Ka holdi Thomas Paine, In 
om prisin; A b » Thomas s i ity, i X 
Paper o pr ining Th e oe umbo. aine dividuality Heretics and Heresies. 
GHOSTS AND OTHER LECTURES. oe 
neluding The Ghosts, Liberty of Man, Woman, and Child; The Declarati - 
aie din armias a Hinota Beego Nohingiag, Shae G Bitno Tor pone Be 
nt Banque ibute to Rev. Alex. Clarke, The Past Ris i 
and A Tribute to Ebon G. Ingersoll. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. oe Botore Me Fake e Dream 
SOME MISTAKES OF MOSES. 
ontents: Some Mistakes of Moses, Free Schools, The Politicians, d i 
Pentateuch, Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, He Made Apian M Plso, A Moman, The 
day, Let us Make n, Sunday, The Necessity for a Good Memory, The Garden, ‘ihe Fall, 
Dumpness, Bacchus and Babel, Faith in Filth, The Hebrews, The Plagues, The Flight, Confess 
and a Told Inspired Slavery, Marriage, War, Religious Liberty, Conclusion. Paper, 50 cents; 
IN TERVIE Ws. ON TALMAGE. 
ing Six Interviews with tbe Famous Orator on Six Sermons by the Rev. T. DeWitt Tal- 
mage, of Brooklyn, to which is added a Talmagian Catechism. ‘Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 91.25; 


BLASPHEMY. a 
Argument by R. G. Ingersoll in the Trial of O. B. Reynolds, at Morristown, N. J. This is 
the greatest argument ever made in a case of this kind, and will be a model for the bar so long 
as the Christians use force to repress free speech. Its legal acumen is unsurpassed, its elo- 
quence never equaled in a trial for “blasphemy.” Wherever Christian persecution is going 
on this argument should be freely circulated, read to the Christians, and expounded on every 
occasion. Paper, 25 cents; cloth, 50 cents, 


WHAT MUST WE DO TO BE SAVED? & 
Analyzes the so-called gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, and devotes a chapter 
each to the Catholics, Episcopalians, Methodists, Presbyterians Evangelical Alliance, and an- 
@ swers the question of the Christians as to what he proposes instead o. Christianity—the relig- 
ion of sword and flame. Paper, 25 cents. ; 
THE GREAT INGERSOLL CONTROVERSY. 
-_ The famous Christmas Sermon by Colonel Ingersoll, the heated replies of the ministers, 
and Colonel Ingersoll’s rejoinders to the same. Paper, 25 cents. 
THOMAS PAINE’S VINDICATION. 
A Reply to the New York Observer’s Attack upon the Author-hero of the Revolution, by 
R. G. Ingersoll. Paper, 15 cents. 
LIMITATIONS OF TOLERATION. 
A Discussion between R. G. Ingersoll, Hon. Frederick R. Coudert, and Ex-Governor 
Stewart L. Woodford. Paper, 10 cents. 
ORTHODOXY. CIVIL RIGHTS SPEECH. 
A Lecture. Paper, 10 cents. With Speech of Hon. Frederick Douglass. Paper, 10 cents. 
OPENING SPEECH TO THE JURY: 
In the suit of the B. & M. Tel. Co. vs. W U. Tel. Co., 1886. Paper, 10 cents. 
CRIMES AGAINST CRIMINALS. , 
Delivered Before the New York State Bar Association. Paper, 10 cents. 


LIFE. A Prose-Poem. In color, on board, gilt’ edges, 9x13 (for mantel, wall, or easel), 50 cents. 


LITHOGRAPH OF R. G. INGERSOLL. A LAY SERMON. 
22x 28 inches, heavy plate paper, 50 cents. On the Labor Question. Paper, 5 cents. 


PHOTOGRAPH (CABINET) OF R. @. INGERSOLL, 50 cents. 
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os “& COLONEL INGERSOLL, WITH BABY BROWN. 
(A home picture.) 50 cents. 


PHOTOGRAPH (PANEL), 18 x 24 inches, $5. (IMPERIAL), 7} x 13 inches, $1.50. 
STAGE AND THE PULPIT. 


An Interview on their Comparative Merits, and Opinions on the Trial of the Chicago 
Anarchists, the Catholic Church, etc. Paper, 8 cents. 


DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE. INGERSOLL ON McGLYNN. 


Centennial Oration. Paper, 6 cents. Paper, 3 cents. 


INGERSOLL CATECHISED. Paper, 3 cents. BIBLE IDOLATRY. Paper, 3 cents. 
THE TRUTH OF HISTORY. 


Comments on the assertion by an evangelist that Colonel Ingersoll had become a Christian, 


had admitted that Thomas Paine recanted, and that his own children had joined tre church. 
Paper, 3 cents. 


INGERSOLLW’S ADDRESS BEFORE THE NEW YORK UNITARIAN CLUB. 
‘The lecture is a grand one, and was received by the club with continuvus applause from 
beginning to end, which speaks weil for the Unitarians. The pamphlet contuins 12 pages, 
beautifully printed. Price, 6 cents; ten copies, 50 cents. 


MEMORIAL ORATION ON ROSCO- CONKLING. ; 
Delivered before the New York legislature May 9, 1888. Price, 75 cents. 


GOD IN THE SONSTITUTION. k ; 
One of the best papers Colonel Ingersoll ever wrote. In paper cover with likeness of 
author. Price, 10 cents. Twelve copies for $1. 


INGERSOLL’S GREAT ADDRESS ON THOMAS PAINE, 


At the Paine celebration in New York city in 1892. Price, 6 cents; ten copies for 50 cents. 


INGERSOLL’S LECTURES IN ONE VOLUME. | 
CONTENTS.—The Gods; Humboldt; Tndividnality; Thomas Paine; Heretics and Here- 
sies; The Ghosts; The Liberty of Man, Woman, and Ch d; The Centennial Oration, or Decla- 
? ration of Independence, July 4, 1876 ; What I Know About Farming in Illinois; Speech at Ciun- 
cinnatiin 1876, nominating James G. Blaine for the Presidency: The Past Rises Before Me, 
or, Vision of War, an extract from a Speech made at the Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Reunion 
at Indianapolis, Ind., Sept. 21, 1876; A Tribute to Ebon C. Togersoll; The Grant Banquet; 
Grimes Against Criminals; Tribute to the Rev. Alexauder Clarke; Some Mistakes of Moses; 
What Must We Do to be Saved? Six Interviews witi Robert G. Ingersoll on Six Sermons by 
the Rev. T..De Witt Talmage, D.D.; to which is added a Talmagian Catechism, and Four 
Prefaces, which contain some of Mr. Tngersoll’s wittiest and brightest sayings. 
This volume has the greatest popularity, is beautifully bound in half calf or half moroco 
mottled edges, 1,357 pages, good paper, large type, post 8vo. Price, postpaid, $5. 


LIBERTY IN LITERATURE. 9 
Testimonial to Walt Whitman. “Let us put wreaths on the trows of the dfoing.” „An Aà 
i i hiladelphia, Oct. 21, 1890, wit ortrait o itman. ontaining alse 
dross Golivered a rae 38 ADDRESS AT THE FUNERAL OF WALT WHIT- 
MAN, at Harleigh, Camden, N. J., March 30, 1892. Paper, 25 cents; cloth, 50 cents. 


PROSE-POEMS AND SELECTIONS. a N 
Fifth edition, enlarged and revised. A handsome quarto, containing 338 pages. This is 
beyond question, the cheapest and most elegant voluiue in Liberal literature. Its mechanical 
finish is worthy of its intrinsic excellence. No expense has been spared to make it the thing ọ 
beauty it is. ‘The type is large and clear, the paper heavy, highly calendered, andrihly tintec 
the presswork faultless, and the binding as per ‘ect as the best materials and skill can make it 
to the contents, it is enough to say nat they include all of the choicest utterances © 
i topics treated that has ever lived. i 
ne Shoso who have. aot the good fortune to own all of Mr. Ingersoll’s publsned works, wili 
have in this book of selections many bright samples of his lofty thought, his matchless elo- 
uence, his wonderful imagery, and his epigrammatic and poeticpower. The collection in- 
eludes all of the “Tributes” that have become famous in literature—notably those to his brother 
È. O. Ingersoll, Lincoln, Grant, Beecher, Conkling, Courtlandt M. Palmer, Mary Fi-ke, Elizur 
Wright: hia peerless monographs on “The Vision of War,’ Love, Liberty, Art and Morality, 
Science, Nature, The Imagination, Decoration Day Oration, What is Poetry, Music of Wagner, 
Origin and Destiny, “Leaves of Grass.” and on the great heroes of inteliectual Liberty. Be- 
sides these are innumerable gems taken hereand there from the orations, speeches, ary uments, 
toasts, lectures, letters, interviews, and day by day conversations of the author. 

The book is designed for, and will be accepted by, admiring friends as a rare personal 
souvenir. To helpit serve this purpose, a fine steel portrait, with autograph fac-simile, has 
peen prepared especially for it. In the more elegant styles of binding itis eminently suited 
for presentation purposes, for any seasun or occasion. , ‘ted tn halt 

"In cloth, beveled boards, gilt edges, $2.50; in half morocco, gilt edges, $5; in half 

g calf, PRA odes, ibrary ptyle. $450; in full Turkey morocco, gilt, exquisitely fine, $7.50; 
in full tree calf, highest possible finish, $9. ç: , p o 

Any of the àbove sent to any address, by express, pre aid, or mail po free, 


on receipt of price. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette PL, New York. 


HAND-BOOK 


OF 


FREETHOUGHT. 


By W. S. BELL. 


Containing in condensed and systematized form a 
vast amount of evidence against the superstitious doc- 
trines of Christianity. Asa book of reference and aid 
to all truth seekers it is invaluable. Its classification 
RoR jens of subjects makes it a hand-book. As Ingersoll said of 
Paine’s, "Age of Reason,” it enables somebody in every village to ‘‘corner the parson.” Its wide 
variety of subjects include all the disputed points between Çhristianity and Freethonght. Price, 
$1.35. ‘Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


“A Digest of Science.” 


THE DYNAMIC THEORY OF LIFE AND MIND: 


An attempt to show that all Organic Beings are both Con- 
structed and Operated by the Dynamic Agencies 
of their respective Environments, 


RRR 


By JAMES B. ALEXANDER. 


Over 400 illustrations, 87 chapters, 1,067 pages, and a 3-column index of 11 pages. 
Price, express prepald by us, only $2.75. 


This work endeavors to embrace the field covered by thousands of books, such as those of the 
“ Humboldt Library of Science,” the “ International Scientific Series,” etc., by bringing together, in 
simple and direct form, with proper correspondence between them, all of the known factors con- 
tributing toward the origin and evolution of organic beings. 


Do you wish to be well informed? THEN READ A On AETEN OB VERSE DAILY FROM THIS BIBLE OW 
SOIENOE 


It is entertaining as well as enlightening, and will lead you to “ worth-ship ” (worshi nature 
—t. e., appreciate the worth of the Universal other. p”( p) 


You must own this book some day: why not NOW? 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


FREETHINKERS PICTORIAL TEXT-BOOK 


SHOWING 


‘€ 


THE ABSURDITY AND UNTRUTHFUL- 
NESS OF THE OHUROH’S OLAIM 
TO BE A DIVINE AND BENEFI- 
OENT INSTITUTION, AND RE~ 
VEALING THE ABUSES 
OF A UNION OF 
OHUROH AND 


J 8 5 Full~Page 
Illustrations. 
WITH COPIOUS CITATIONS OF 
FACTS, 
HISTORY, 
STATISTICS, 


OPINIONS or SCHOL- 
ARS 


TO MAINTAIN THE ARGUMENT OF 
THE ARTIST. 
DESIGNS BY WATSON HESTON 


WITH PORTRAIT OF 
THE DESIGNER. 


6 


The illustrations are classified as follows: 


represent Uncle 8am and the Priests. 2 represent Samples of Christianity’s Work. 
Ga The Church Robbing the People. 5 Ny issionaries. i 
es Thanksgiving. se The Lord’s Instruments. 
Ra Sabbath Laws. e Bible Doctrines and Their Result@ 
~ Children and the Church. a The Church and Slavery. 
s Woman and the Church. s Priests and Politics. 
a The Church and Thomas Paine. KS Ireland and the Church. 


s Church’s Idea of Civilization. 
The Uses of the Cross. 
ne Unkind Reflections on the Chureh. 


Studies in Natural History. 
s The Bible and Science. 
n The Ciergy and Their Flocks, 


_ m m 
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$ 


a Piety in Our Penitentiaries. A Persecutions of the Church. 
be The Atonement Scheme. | a Bome Allegories. 

ae The Lord and His Works. ni Heaven. 

#8 Prayer. s ell. 

be The Creeds. i Miscellaneons. 


* Christians and Mohammedans. 


A most extraordinary publication. We venture the assertion that not ing like it has ever be. 

fore appeared in this country, and it is very doubtful if another one like it will ever again be pub- 

ished. We must give the Truth Seeker Company the credit of putting the book in the reach o al 

At twice the price it would have been a cheap book. Artist Heston as a portrait-painter and ds 

signer is a wonderful success, and we judge from our own feelings that nearly every Liberal in 
erica will desire a copy of this most wonderful volume.—{Freethinkers’ Magazine. 


Mr. Heston deserves to be called the artist-hero of Liberalism. He has dedicated his genius to 
Freethought, and has done faithful and noble work for the cause of right and truth. But the pict- 
ures do not make up the whole of this volume. There are nearly two hundred pages of reading 
matter that serve first as explanations of the illustrations, and secondly as texts to prove the utter 

alsity of the church’s professions and the hypocrisy of those who uphold them. together the 
ook is one of the best weapons against Christianity and the church that has ever been put in 
ds of Freethinkers.—[{Boston Investigator. 


j Price, board covers, $2; cloth, $2.50. | 
i 3 fs Addresa The Truth Seeker 
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GOVERNMENT ANALYZED, 


By COL. JOHN R. KELSO. 


BY JBAN MBSLIBÐBR, 


A French 
Catholics 
Priest,who 


Contents: Derivations and Definitions of 
Political Terms; Various Forms of Government; 
General Principles of Government; Functions 
of Government; Origin of Government; Declara- 
tion of Independence; Articles of Confederation; 
Defects of the Confederation; Formation of the 
Constitution of the United States; Taxation; 


ign 


A 


Tarii for Protection: War; Punishment; Mar- renounced 
; Religion; ohibitiop; oney}; age 
Government Should Be es Money; What af Christiant 


Those who know Col. Kelso’s keen analytical 
power, as shown in his “Bible Analyzed” and 

Deity Analyzed,” will realize that in’ Govern- 
ment Analyzed” they will hav the bedrock of 
human authority_exposed, and will learn what 
government is. Whether they will agree with 
his statement of what government is depends 
upon whether they lean to Socialistic or Anarch- 


ity and Ex- f. 
posed the 
Fa lseness |$ 
af that Re- 


istic philosophy. But at all t tigi 
learn something from this hook.. D ee and 
Price, $1.50. Sold by THE TRUTH SEEKER, the object 


28 Lafayette place, New York City. 


of the 
WAS onae | hom. Pa- 
CHRIST œ‘. a = RAA 
—9 be CRUCIFIED 2 | 2th. $7. y 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY. 


COSMIAN HYMN-BOOK. 


—o— 


A COLLECTION OF 


ORIGINAL AND SELECTED HYMNS 


FoR 
Liberal and Bthical Societies, 
for Schools and 
the Home. 

—With Music Written to All the Songs.— 
Comprmen BY L. K. WASHBURN. 

Prica, $1.50, For sale at THIS OFFICR. 


By AUSTIN BIERBOWER. 


A judicial consideration of the question,and the 
decision against the scriptures and the Christian 
tradition. Price, 10 cents. Address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Pre ana Con ot 


Supernatural Religion, 


Have We a Supernatural, Inspired. Mirac 
ulous Religion? 


Re BE. Gmn- 


Panar canta: cloth, 30 een‘ 


Superstition in All Ages,] Cutts of th 


the Bik. 


Moral, Theological, Historical, ind Speculative 
Propositions. 


Yrica, 7 Š = - 15 cents 


AN OUTLINE OF THE 


FRENCH REVOLUTION, 


Its Causes and Results. 
By W. S. BELL.’ Paper, 12mo, 25 cts. 


y 
Paine Vindicatea 
Reply to New York Doserver. 
By R. G. INGERSGLUL. 
With “A ROMAN CATHOLIO CANARD.” 
Price, 15 cents. 


Holy Bible Abridged. 


The passages unfit fur family reading. 
Paper, 30 cents; cloth, 00 cents. 


Pyramid of Gizeh. 


Ancient Egyptian Civilization and Hebrew Nar: 
: rative in Genesis and Exodus. 
By Vax Buren Denstow, LL.D. Price, 15 cents. 


LITTLE LESSONS FOR 


LITTLE FOLKS. 


By MRS, E. D. SLENKER. 
Boards, mo z = é 


40 cents. 


NATHANIEL VAUGHAN: 


Priest and Man. 
A NOVEL. 


By FREDERIKA MACDONALD, 
Author of the “Iliad of the East,” etc., etc. 


An independent and respectable study of char 
acter in the law of circumstance such as ever 

eorge Eliot might not have been ashamed to 
own as her first novel. . . . A more vigorous 
vresentment of the mischievous nature of modern 
Christianity, in itg most honest and consistent 
form, need not be desired.—[ Westminster Review 


1vol., extra cloth, beveled, 12mo, 400 pp., $1.00. 
A Adreng TAE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Books by Helen H. Gardener 


GOD AND HIS BOOK: 


thanks of all who really think.” Itisa wor. 


the heaviest iconoclastic 
Cloth, gold letters, $1.25. 


is to show the archdeacon. his error, and 


In paper, 25 cents. 


CHRISTIANITY AND THE 


THE TRANSITION. 


New Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 


Men, Women and Gods. 


Introduction by 


ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 


In paper, 20 cents. 


ROSES AND RUE. 


Man of Genius; An E 


like to read again aud again. 


LAYS OF ROMANCE. 


Price, cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 
The Trade Supplied at Special Discounts. 


IS THIS YOUR SON, HY LORD] 


4 Fascinating Story of Radical Truths on 
Religion and Social Matters. 
Price, cloth, $1: paper, 50 cents. 


PRAY YOU, SIR, WHOSE 
DAUGHTER? 


A NEW NOVEL. 


Price, cloth, #1. | Paper, 50 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


R Lefavatta niana New York 
OBTAINED. 
hia Eee 


PATENTS vor tor 


hirty-five years’ experience. Examinations and Ri 
pena footy Prompt attention. Send Drawing and dẹ 
Seription to L. Bacerr & Co., Atty’s, Washington, D.v N 


Cloth, gold-lettered, 75 cents. 


, gold-lettered, 75 cents. 


A FEARFUL FLOGGING. 
paper, 10 cents. 


scriptin the hands of Saladin. 


said: “This novel will 


THE CONFESSIONAL. 


paper, 25 cents. 
For all of these works address 


p 


h f scathing satire, of pat: 
tho hanis ae broadsides over ‘fred at the Jewish God and the Bible. 


Poverty; Godin the Constitution; Bruno; Gods; t 
din’s own book, for itis poetry in prose, and is one of the books that lovers of strong literature 
i cloth, gold- and silver-lettered, $1.50. 


Being an exposure of that infamous religious rite. L 
Reformation Church; Lechery of the Confessional; The Priest in 
the Escaped Nun; Extracts from Dens and l i 
have Fostered Learning; Her Atte pts at Continency even more Ruinous than Her Self- 
Indulgence; The Relative Criminal Statistics of Catholicism and Protestantism. 


BOOKS 


SALADIN 


(W. STEWART ROSS), 
Editor of the 


LONDON AGNOSTIC JOURNAL) 


When he had read this book Colonel Ingersoll wrote to the author: * You have earned the 


of vast research, of sound criticism, of caustic 
thos and eloquence. Tt is one of 


De 


WOMAN: HER GLORY, HER SHAME, AND HER GOD. 


The Rev. Archdeacon Farrar said that “ Christianity elevated the woman; it shrouded 
as with a halo of sacred innocence the tender years of the cina.: 

e has succeeded. 
“ This certainly is one of the most marvelous books, ever issued from the press. The authori- 
ties cited are unquestionable. and the result is convincing. 

In two volumes, cloth, gilt- lettered, $2.50. 


DID JESUS RISE FROM THE DEAD? 


The evidence for the resurrection is in this book carefully considered, and found want- 
ing. It ought to convince every Christian of the untrutbfulness of this all 
it is c.rtainly one of the best essays ever written on the subject. 


SLAVE TRADE. 


A condensation of the known facts upon this subject, proving that Christianity did not 
abolish but aided this infamous traffic in human beings. Te 
as oniy Saladin can make. In paper, 80 cents. 


? The object of Saladin’s work 
English wiiter_said of it: 


eged miracle, for 


o Which are added such comments 


A consideration of the antagonism of the Bible and science, and of the question whether 
the veiled or allegorical portions of the Christian-Bible can be interpreted by modern science. 


Being Random Notes and Sketches. Some of its subjects are: A Last Interview with a 
assay on Stirpiculture; Asceticism an 


Superstition; Capital Punishment; 


‘Witchcraft, etc. This may be called Sala- 


This book reminds one of Sir Walter Scott, being romantic, historic verse, aglow in every, 
page with the energy of a true and high poetic genius. 


ISAURE and OTHER POEMS. 


The title poem is a story of intense passion, touchingly told. The other twenty poems 
are fresh, fragrant, thoughtful, and every verse reveals 
Every, page glows with passion and throbs with life. 

o 


the thinker, observer, and reformer. 


By one who endured it. Based upon a manuscript in the possession of Saladin 


THE AGONIES OF HANGING. 


Studies in Psychology. By one who was cut down from the gallows. Printed from manu- 
In paper, 10 cents. 


WHIRLWIND SOWN and REAPED. 


A short story of clerical crime and villainy founded on fact. Of this hook the Open Court 
c command the same, or more, interest than Helen Gardener’s story, * Is 
This Your Son, My Lord?’” In paper, 25 cents. i 


Contents: Licentiousness of the Pre- 
i Absolution; Confessions of 
Liguori; Examination of the Church’s Claim to 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, 38 Lafayette Place, New York. _, 


Prof. Wm, Denton’s Books. 


Be Thyself. 100. 

Christianity No Finality. Spiritualism 
Superior. 100. 

Common-Sense Thoughts on the Bible. 
10c. 

Deluge in the Light of Modern Science. 


Garrison in Heaven. A Dream. 100. 
Geologist and Radical. By J. H. Powell. 


Geology. Past and Future of our Planet. 

1.50. 

God Proposed for Our National Constitu- 
tion. 10c. : 

Irreconcilable Records. Genesis and 
Geology. Paper, 25c.; cloth, 400. g 

Iis Darwin Right? Origin of Man. $1. 

Is Spiritualism True? 100. 

Man’s True Saviors. 10c. ; 


Orthočoxy False, Since Spiritualism is 
True. 100. ‘ 

Pocasset Tragedy. Legitimate Fruit of 
Christianity. 10c. 

Radical Discourses on Religious Subjects. 


With Authors Por- 
trait. $1.25. 


sermon from Shakspere’s Text. 100. 


Soul ot Things. Psychometric Re- 
ie Gato) Pee Wie and Eliz. 
What Is Right? 10c. 
Vhat Was He? Jesus in 19th Century 
Light. Paper, $1; cloth, $1.25. ` 
Who are Christians? 10o.  ~ 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


B. E. UNDERWOUD’S Wun. 
FOR SALE AT THE TRUTH SEEKER OFFICE. 

“ssays and Lectures. Embracing Influ 
ence of Christianity on_ Civilization; Chris 
tianity and Materialism; What Likcralism offen 
in Place of Christianity; Scientific Materialism 
Woman; Spiritualism from a Materialisti: 
Standpoint; Paine the Political and Religiou 
Reformer; Materialism and Crime; Will th: 
Coming Man Worship God? Crimes and Crucl 
ties of Christianity; the Authority of tbe Bible 
Freethought Judged by Its Frults; Our Idea 
of God 300 pp., paper, 60 cents. 

influence of Christianity upon Civiliza 
tion. 25 cents. > 

Christianity and Materialism. 15 cents. 

What Liberalism Offers in Place « 
Christianity. 10 cents. 

Scientific Materialism ; Its Meaning an( 
Tendency. 10 cents. 

Spiritualism from a Materialistic Stand 
point. 10 cents. 

Paine the Political and Religious Re 
former, 10 cents. 


‘Woman: Her Past and Present: Her 
Rights and Wrongs. 10 cents. 


Materialism and Crime. 10 cents. 
Will the Coming Man Worship God! 


10 cents. 


fwelve Tracts. 


ical. 20 centa- 


Dr. B. B. Poote's Works. 


Plain Home Talk and Medical Commor, 
Sense. In one handsome 12mo volume 
of nearly 1,000 pages, fully illustrated. Cloth, 
$3.256—1n English or German. A new cheap 
edition at only $1.50. 

Science in Storys or, Sammy Tubbs, the 
Boy Doctor, and’ Sponsi¢. the Troublesome 
Monkey. 5 volumes in one, cloth, $2.00, postage 
prepaid; 5 volumes. separate, flexible cloth, 50 
cen er volume: Red Line edition, suitable 
for holiday presents, $1.00 per volume. 

Sexnal Physiology for the Young. 250 
pages, illustrated and cloth-bound. (The fifth 
volume of “Science in Story.”) 50 cents. 

Dr. Foote’s Health Monthly. Devoted to 
Hygicne, Sexual and Social Science, and allied 
Subjects; ninth year. Subscription, with pre- 
mium, 50 cents per year. Specimen copies free 
on application. 

Mother’s Manual. Comprising ‘‘ Advice 
to a Wife on the Management of Her Own 
Health, especially During Pregnancy, Labor, 
and Suckling,” and ‘* Advice to a Mother on the 
Management of Her Children in Infancy and 
Childhood;” 2 books in 1 volume, 528 pages, $1. 

Hand-Book of Health Hints and Ready 
Recipes. A valuable reference pamphlet 
of 128 pages. 25 cents. 


\ Addresa THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Spiritualism Sustained, 


FIVE LEOTURES. 
By John R. Kelso, A.M. 
12mo cloth, $1.00. 


Radical Rhymes. 


Scientific and Theolog- 
wo 
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r GEMS OF .FREETHOUGHT, 8 
The Myth of the Great Deluge. By James 
M. McCann. Price 15 cents. It is the niest on 
plete and overwhelming refutation of the Bible 
tory of the Deluge that I have ever read.—B. F. 
Underwood. To read it is to be astonished at 
the possibilities of religious credulity.—T. B. 
akeman. Mr. McCann’s dynamite bomb has 


blown the fallacy to atoms.—A. B. Bradford. It 
ought to meet with a very large sale.—C.P, Farrell. 


The Evolution of the Devil.—By Henry 
Frank, the independent preacher of New York 
City. The most learned, accurate, scientific and 

hilosophical analysis of His Satanic Majesty ever 

efore published. The book contains 66 pages, is 
beautifully bound, With likeness of author on title 
page. Price, 25 cents. 


Kngersell’s Address before the New 
York Unitarian Club. The first time in the 
history of the world that a Christian Association 
ever invited a noted infidel to lecture before them. 
‘The lecture is a grand one, and was received by 
the Club with continuous applause from beginnin 
to end. The pamphlet contains 12 pages, beauti- 
fully printed. Price, 6 cents. 


The Gods. By Robert G, Ingersoll, A beautiful 
pamphlet of forty pages,with likeness of Ingersoll, 

ce, 20 cents. The most profound address 
that Ingersoll ever delivered. 


ka 
The Brnno Monument. A fine engravi 
rinted on extra heavy enameled paper, 10x1: 
inches, for framing; put up in pasteboard tubes 
for malling. Price 12 cents. 


Ohurch and State; the Bible in the Public 
Schools; the New “American” Party~By ‘Jef- 
ferson.” Third edition. This beautiful pam- 
phlet of 28 pages is the most thorongh presenta- 
tion of the Church and State question that has 
appeared. Price, 10 cents. 


The Religion of Humanity; A Phi- 
losophy of Life. By J. Leon Benwell, A 
beautiful paper-bound pamphlet, with Jikeness of 
author. A most valuable publication to circulate 
among Christian people. Price 15 cents. 

Memorial Oration by Colonel Inger- 
soll on Roscoe Conkling. Delivered be- 
fore the. New York. Legislature, May 9, 1888. 
Price, 4 cents. : es 

Dwight L. Moody. An interview by Susan 
H. Wixon. Price, 5 cents; ten copies for 30 cents. 

The Christian Religion. Whai is to be its 
final outcome? By an Old Farmer. A splendid 
orthodox eye-opener, Price, 15 cents. 

God in the Constitution. By Robert G. 
Ingersoll. One of the best papers Col. Ingersoll 
ever wrote. In paper cover, with likeness of 
author. Price 10 cents. 


What Would Follow the Effacement 
` of Ohristianity? By George Jacob Hol- 
oake. This is a most valuable contribution to 


Gems of Bhought, 


TE knowledge of the truth is a man’s 
highest attainment,— Cicero, 


We had better blame our own faults 
than those of others,— Democritus. 


Lisenry is the greatest good and the 
foundation of all the rest,—Diogenes, 


THERE are no miracles in nature, 
for those who hav not 
her.—D’ Holbach. 


SINCERITY of heart is the first of virtues; 
nothing is so indispensable in the com- 
merce of society as sincerity.— Confucius. 


In the eyes of science all miracles are 
alike, they are the outcome of an ill- 
regulated fancy, combined with an utter 
ignorance of the laws of Nature.— 
Buchner, 


Every sacred’ book, successivly, has 
been accepted in the faith that it was to 
be the final resting-place of the sojourning 
soul; but after all, it was but a caravansary 
which supplied refreshment to the traveler, 
and directed him farther on his way.— 
Thoreau. 


Ture is nothing in this world too sa- 
cred to be investigated, to be understood. 
The philosopher does not hide. Secresy 
is not the friend of truth. No man should 
be reverent at the expense of his reason. 
Nothing should be worshiped until the 
reason has been convinced that itis worthy 
of worship.—Jngersoll, 


_ WHEN we ray that pleasure is the sover- 
eign good, enjoyment the chief end of life, 
we are far from meaning the pleasure, or 
rather indulgences, of voluptuousness, or 
those which consist in gross, excessiy, and 
pernicious gratifications, as some hay ma- 


except 
sufficiently studied 


dissipation, nor the other consuming ex- 


'reethonght Literature.. Bound in paper with 
good likeness of author. Price, 10 cents. 


Life and Career of Charles Bradlaugh. 
—By George Jacob Holyoake. With good like- 
ness Of Mr. Bradlaugh. Price, 15 cents. 


Ingersolls Great Address on Thomas 
Paine, at the late Paine celebration in New 
York City. Price, 6 cents, 


Standing up for Jesus; or what the editor 
of the Freethinker Magasine thinks of him. 
Price, 4 cents. i 


Address, 


of reason.—Epicurus. 


of life are to be cured by natural means, 
not by supernatural remedies. 


can be cured by earth knowledge.” Ig- 
norance is the source of all evil, and as 
man becomes master of nature’s forces he 
will gain control of his own destiny. It is 
in man that walketh to direct his steps, 
and the sooner he learns that no heavenly 
helper nor earthly counselor can insure 
his welfare, but that with best foot forward 
and right arm ready he must make his 
own way, the sooner will his path be plain 
and his progress be assured.—Fobt. C, 
Adama. 


Every thinking being who is not of 
their [the theologians’] opinion is an Athe- 
ist; and every king who does not favor 


Truth Seeker Co., 
28 Lafayette Place, New Yorx Crry. 


Roaring Lion on the Track. 


By M. BABOCOCK. 


Price, - 10 cents. 


The Agnostic Annual 


—FOR— 


liciously represented, for it is not riot and 


citements of the senses, which render life 
really pleasant, but it is the sober exercise 


_ Tis is what [we] aim at—to teach the 
importance of attention to a known 
earth, rather than to an unknown heaven, 
to uphold the motto, ‘One world at a 
time,” and to instruct people that the ills 


; Instead of 
saying ‘‘Harth has no sorrows that heaven 
cannot heal,” we should sav, ‘‘ Earth evils 


Works of Charles Watts. 


The Teachings of Secularism Compared 
with Orthodox Christianity. 96 pages. 
Price, 25 cents, 

Secularism: Is It Founded on Reason, 
and Is It Sufficient to Meet the Needs 
of Mankind? Debate between tLe Ed- 
itor of the Halifax Evening Mail and Charles 
Watts. With Prefatory Letters by George Ja- 
cob Holyoake and Colonel Ingersoll, and an 
Iotroduction by Helen H. Gardener. 60 pages, 

cents. 


A Reply to Father 'Lambert’s “Tactics 
of Infidels.” 20 cents. Post free. 

Christianity ; Its Origin, Nature, and 
Influence. 82 pages. Price, 15 cents. 

The Horrors of the French Revolution : 
Their Causes. 24 pages. Price, 10 cents. 

Secularism: Destructiv and Constructiv. 
22 pages in cover. Price, 10 cents. 

Bible Morality. Its Teachings Shown ta 
Be Contradictory and Defective as an Ethical 
Guide. 24 pages. Price, 10 cents. 

Agnosticism and Christian Theism: 
Which Is the More Reasonable? 24 
pages. Price, 10 cents. 

Evolution and Special Creation. 10 cents. 

Saints and Sinners—Which? 24 pages in 
cover. Price, 10 cents. 

The Superstition of the Christian Sim- 
day: A Plea for Liberty and Justice. 
26 pages. Price, 10 cents. 

The Glory of Unbelief. 22 pages in cover. 
Price, 10 cents. 

Nature and the Supernatural; or, Belief 
and Knowledge. 24 pages. Price, 10 
cents. 

The American Secular Union; Its Ne- 
cessity and the Justice of Its Nine De- 
mands. (Dedicated to Colonel Robert 
G. Ingersoll.) 82pagesincover. Price, 10 cents. 

Theological Presumption : An Open Let- 
ter fo the Rev. Dr. R, l. Burns, of Halifax, N.8. 
In this letter the following subjects are dealt 
with: 1. Why Do the Clergy Avoid Debate? „2. 
The Position of Agnosticism Toward Chris- 
tianity, 8. Freethought and Men of Science. 
4. The Difference Between Facts and Opinions, 
5. Christ aud Heroism. 6. Christianity and 
Slavery. 16 pages. Price, 5 cents. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 
28 Lafayette vl.. New Yor 


ANEW WORK 


BY 
ARTHUR B. MOSS, 
Author of ‘The Bible and Evolution,” 


wT 1 8 93-a 
d by CHARLES A. WATTS. 


OONTENTS: 
The Moral Sanction, Leslie Stephen; Reverent 
Agnosticism, Amos Waters: The Tother Nature: 
oem, Gerald Massey; Dogmatism in Theol- 
ogy. Alfred Momerie; Sermons on the Mount, 
Samuel Laing; The City of the Dead, W. Stewart 


Edite 


Ross (Saladin); On the Duty of Honesty in Our 

Convictions, O. E. Plumptre; Scientific Religion, 

R. Bithell; e Blight of Superstition, Ehatles 
War 


Watts; Anthropology and Orthodoxy, 
Olodd; The Disappearance of the Nether World. 
F. J. Gould; Religious Ideas: [heir Origin an 
Development, Frederick Millar; Signals with 
Mars: A Poem, G. H. Martin; Materialism and 
Idealism Harmonized, Lucian Armstrong. 
Price, 25 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


them a manad You know, Hon: ENTITLED 
seigneur, that the best course one can take oo pe u d E | ti 
is to bandon to themeelsthore pretended | Ghiristianjiy and Evolution, 


race. Their words, when they are disre- 
garded, are lost in the air like the wind; 
but if the weight of authority is enlisted in 
their support, that wind acquires a force 
which sometimes overturns the throne. 
I see, Monseigneur, with the natural joy 
of a heart filled with love for the public 
good, theimmense distance which you put 
between men. who peacefully seek the 
truth and those who wish to go to war for 
words which they do not understand. I 
see that the Newtons, the Leibnitz, the 
Bayles, the Lockes, souls so elevated, so 


With preface by 
J. M WHEELER, Sub-editor of Freethinker. 


Price, $1. Order at once. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


L. K. Washburn’s Works. | 


Sunday and the Sabbath. “A law regu- 
lating human conduct on the Sabbath is an im- 
pertinence.” Price, 10 cents. 


The False Teaching of the Christian 


enlightened, and so gentle, are those who 
nourish your spirit, and that you reject 
other sham aliment which you find poisoned 
or without substance.— Voltaire to Fred- 
erick the Great. 


Vourarre believed in a varied culture. 
He was prone to undervalue the man of 
one talent; the nature with only one cul- 
tivated field; the poet, like J. B. Rousseau, 
who could do nothing but poetry; the 
man of business who was only a business 
man; the philosopher who always and only 
philosophized. He said, more than once, 
that he should hav venerated Newton the 
more if Newton had written some vaude- 
villes for the London stage. Friends re- 
monstrated with him upon his absorption 
in pursuits that seemed to them foreign to 
his nature, ‘‘ What sball you gain,” 
asked Cideville, ‘‘by knowing the pathway 
of light and the gravitation of Saturn?’ 
‘We must giv our souls,” he replied, ‘‘all 
the forms possible to them. It isa fire 
which God has confided to us; we ought 
to nourish it with whatever we find that 
is most precious. We must hav all.im- 
aginable modes of intellectual life, open 
all the doors of our souls to all the sciences 
and all the sentiments; and, provided that 
they do not enter pell-mell, there is room 
within for every one of them. ”—Parton. 


Colonel Kelso’s Works. 


The Bible Analyzed. Cloth, octavo, 838 
pages, $3. 

Deity Analyzed, Cloth, 12mo, $1.00. 

“he Real Blasphemers. Paper, 12mo, 
188 pages, 500. 

Spiritualism Sustained.  Oloth, 12m9, 
245 pages, $1. 


Universe Acalysed. $1. : 


Church. ‘‘The Thirty-nine Articles of 
the Christian church are thirty-nine poor, 
broken-down opinions.” Price, 10 cents. 


The Foolishness of Prayer. ‘‘ Think of 
a minister's Praying God_to kill grasshoppers, 
or trying to induce the Deity to undertake a 
crusade of one against the Colorado beetle!’ 
Price, 10 cents. 


Followers of Jesus. Price, 10 cents. 
Spiritualism : Is It a Faith or a Fact? 


ce, 5 cents. 
Religious Problems. Price, 10 cents. 
Was Jesus Insane? Price, 10 cents. 


The Public Schools and the Catholic 
Church. Price, 5 cents. 


BIBLE MORALS. 


Twenty Crimes and~ Vices 
Sanctioned by Scripture. 


By J. E. Remszure. Price, 3 cents. 


THE BEST: 


“Otto Wettstein” WATCH. 


Ferfected de | 
to heat, cold, and position, beautiful double sunk 
al, and all modern improvements; guaranteed 
a perfect timer. Price, in silverine dust-proof 
cases, $17; 3-ounce coin silver, $22; 4-ounce, $23 
In best filled gold case, open-face, dust-proof, $2€; 
hinged case, $28 to $30; hunting, $31 to $35; 14 
carat, solid gold, $45 to $150. Nickel works, $2 
more. 

Regular Grade American Watches.— 
Bilverine case, 7 jewels, g 11 jewels, $7.50; 15 
jewels, $9; ditto, adjusted, $11: ditto, 17 jewels, 
$15. In finer cases, add as above. 

Ladies’ American Gold Watches,—All 
latest styles, in plush cases; best filled, 7 jewels 
$14; 11 jewels, $15.50; 15 jewels, $20; 14 carat solid 

old, $10 more. Heavier, more elaborate, and 

amond-set cases, from $5 to $100 more. 
_ All watches sent with written guarantee, kept 
in order 1 year, and after that time cleaned for $1 
and returned free. . 

Sundries.—Lower grade nickel watches, $5, 
$4, and $8. Best spectacles, $1; best razor, $2; 
best triple-plated teaspoons, $1.80; table spoons 
$8.60, knives, $1.75; forks, $1.75; all for $6. Solid 
silyer spoons, $1.50 per ounce; solid silver souv- 
enir spoons, $1, $1.25, 81.50, $2 to #8. 

The Colonel Ingersoll.—Toa, $2.50 jorange, 

2.75; SURAT, $3; fit owls, 50 cents more. Extra 

eavy teas, 88. Etched : 

“ The Time to be Happy ts Now,” 
50 cents extra. 

The Torch of Reason Badge, solid gold 
enameled in 5 colors, small pins, $2, $2.75, an 
$3.50, With diamonds, $5, #8. Large, $5, $6, $7.50, 
10, 815, $20, $30. i 

iamonds, 20 per cent. below market price. 
Send for price lists, cards in colors and gold of 
badge, tracts, otc., free. All goods prepaid (ex- 
cept knives and forks) and cash refunded at op- 
tion. Watch cleaned $1, and returned free. 


OTTO WETTSTEIN, Rochelle. I. 
WATPR OF LIPB 
Is Doing Wonders in Curing the Sick. 


Write for pamphlet to J. R. PERRY, 
No. 84 South Main street, Wilkesbarrs, Pa. 


Gé WHY a3 


I specially want 500 orders for books within the 
next three months. 


Friends will please send stamp for circulars and 
i WAY. ji 


ELMINA DRAKE SLENKER, 
Bnowville, Va. 


To Regulate the 
STOMACH, LIVEA 
anb BOWELS, taxe 
RIPANS TABULES. 


TORM PW POr emg 


NOTED SPECIALIST, 
For Men Only, 


Is a physician of a wide and èxtensivye practice, 
and his remedies are, of the best. The Doctor 
treats all those peculiar diseases of young and 
middle-aged men, as the result of youthful errors 
and excesses, Causing Early Decay, Loss of Man- 


THE 


hood, Wasting Discharges, Varicocele, Mental 
gnad „Physica Debility, Idiocy, Insanity, and 
eath. 


To those afflicted and who are desirous of being 
cared a booklet of some 33 pages will be sent to 
their address for ten cents, sealed in a plain 


envelope, giving causes and Symptoms of the 
Complaint and a description of ths Doctor's im- 
rtant medical discover y—an tward Applica- 
ion—a positive cure—the only remedy of the 
kind in existence—with evidences of success. 
dress, DR. R. P. FELLOWS, 
g Vineland, N. $. 
you saw this advertisement in Tax 
EEKER. eoo : 
Dr: Fellows is au Infidel. 


And sa; 
TRUTH 


a 
200 Tee 


py 


SEE 


BEWARE OF IMITATIONS 


1. B. SEELEY & CO.) cases. 
WARRANTED: 


swenty, padded 


HEBNIA RUPTURE A SPECL 3 
25 Yuans BEFERENCES :— Profs. S. D. Gross, D. Hayes Agnew, Willard Parker, W. H. Pancoast. Dr. Thomas 


o ALTY. 

E G. Morton, and Surgeon-Generals of the U. 

Hernia or Bupture and Price List,” 

fl on application. I. B. SEELEY & CO.. 25 
i 


ew) 

LEY’S HARD-RU 
Will retain the most difficult forms of HKERNEA or BU 
comfort and safety, thereby completing a radieal eure of all curable 
Impervious to mois 
perfectly to the form of body, e 
youngest child, most delicate lady, or the laboring man, avoiding all sour, 
unpleasantn: igh 

and always, reliable. The correct an 


S. Army and 3 3 
with illustrations and directions for seif-measurement, mailed 
South llth Street, PHILADELPHIA, PA. 


ola py i 
BBER TRUSSES 


URE v. 


ture, may be used in bathing; and 


fitting 
are worn without inconvenience 


y the 


bein t. Cool, Cleanly. 
ekiliful mechanical treatment of 
EITHER IN P N OR BY M 


Navy. Our “Mechanical Treatment of 
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The Freethinker'sBadge-i — Nowe of the Wook. 
CRTCEUMDKED Sadge-pl) SS = | kar A 
: ——— Á AND Eren - 
STJ vue mora sexem) = A MORRIBLE PUNISMMENT !!f S=-- | covered dae ana small, wore dis- 
ONE YEAR, ==" A NEGRO FIEND, AT PARIS TEXAS, OUTRAGES AND THEN MURDERS 


y Will bẹ sent for $4.50. The 
2.75 Pin and THE TRUTH 
SEEKER one year for $5. 


Ingersoll Souvenir Spoon 
THE TRUTH SEEKER 


ONE YEAR, 


Will be sent for $4.75. Sugar Spoons and TRUTH 
SEEKER, $5. Either kind (Tea or Sugar) Spoon 
with gilt bowl, 50c. more. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Other Newspapers 


The Truth Seeker. 


Any of our readers who desire a New York 
weekly political paper can obtain one of the fol- 
lowing in connection with THE TRUTH SEEKER 
at reduced rates: 

Tribune (Republican) weekly. and THE 

TRUTH SEEKER. - - : - 
Tribune (Republican) semi-weekly, and THE 

TRUTH SEEKER, - - - - 
The Sun (Democratic) weekly, and THE 

TRUTH SEEKER, - - - - 3 50 
The World (Democratic) weekly, and THE 

TRUTH SEEKER, - - - - 8650 
THE ARENA and THE TRUTH SEEKER 
Will be sent one year both for, - - $6 00 
With large picture premium with the Arena, 6 50 
THE NORTH AMERICAN REVIEW ana 

Zoe TRUTH SEEKER will be sent one oe 

‘or - =z Fi 7 z 


BOOKS BY 
PROF. FELIX L. OSWALD. 


The Bible of Nature: A Contribution 
to the Religion of the Future. Cloth. $1. | | 
The Secret of the East; or, The Origin. 
of the Christian Religion and the Significance 

of its Rise and Decline. Cloth. $1. 

Physica] Education ; or, The Health-Laws 
of Nature. Cloth. $1. 

Household Remedies for the Prevalent 
Disorders of the Human Organism. Cloth, $1. 


Zoological Sketches: A Contribution to 
the Outdoor study of Natural History. Illus- 
trated by H Faber. Cloth. $2. 

dress THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette place. New York. 


San Gabriel Valley, Southern Cal 


Choice Lands for sale by E. J. BALDWIN in 
the famous SANTA ANITA and adjacent 
Ranchos. Tracts one acre to ten thousand. Per- 
fect for Orange, Lemon, English Walnut, Olive, 
and all deciduous fruit, General Farming, Stock, 
and Dairy., Combines Best Land, Water, Climate, 
and location in the world. For particulars 
address H. A. UNBUB. Arcadia. Los Angeles 

ennnty Californie : REKS 


RELIGION NOT HISTORY. 


By Pror. F. W. NEWMAN. 


A FOUR-YEAR-OLD WHITE GIRL, HE IS CAPTURED AND TORTURED, 
== RED-HOT IRONS ARE APPLIED TO HIS QUIVERING FLESH, HIS EVES ARE 
BURNED OUT AND THE HOT IRONS PLUNGED DOWN HIS THROAT, === 
HE JS THEN BURNED TO DEATH AND HIS BODY REDUCED TO ASHES ! 
FIFTEEN THOUSAND PEOPLE WITNESS THE MURDERER’ DYING E 
AGONIES AND APPLAUD -HIS TORMENTORS! !=( Newspaper Clipping )— 


ae y re 


beant 


NOTE:— THE NEGRO WHO COMMITTED THE CRIME WAS A BELIEVER 
z IN CHRISTIANITY THE MOB WHO TORTURED HIM SO FIENDISHLY 

‘WERE ALSO BELIEVERS IN THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION, THEREFORE ALL 
WERE TRUE BELIEVERS IN THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST AND NOMINALLY CHRISTIANS 


QUESTION:— DOES BELIEVING IN CHRIST AND HIS DOCTRINES PREVENT CRIME = 
—==— INSPIRE MERCY. OR ELEVATE HUMANITY ? 


, 


| 
i 


Te 


inn 
bu 


2a 


7 


A 


plg] 
MY, 


ani 


}y1 


YG: 


| 


—— — à 


ee 


The devil anà the Apache Savage" L us congratulate each other 


=== Anok we are not Clhnstians t Shake. Pard |!" RE 


CAUSE FOR CONGRATULATIONS. 


Examination of the Morals and History 


of the New Testament. be widely circulated to meet the calumny. 


6 cents; 50 cents a dozen. 


Price 25 cents. SEEKER, 28 Lafayette place, New York. 


a 


A NEW 


eo 


BIBLE PICTURE-BOOK. 


Old “Testament Stories 


Comically Illustrated. 


Exposure 
by 


Ridicule. 


The Stories Humorously Told—And Hard Facts 
Given Concerning the Origin and Authenticity of the 
Old Testament—A Page of Text to Each Picture. 


Sustaining a Theory, 

Seme Giants, 

The Adventures and Work ef Noah, 
A Hunting Anecdote, 

Abraham, Christ's Great Ancestor, 
A Queer Family, 

fsaae and His “ Sister, 
One of Twins, 


” 


Exposure 


By WATSON HESTON. 


Full~Page 
Pictures. 


400 Pare. 200 


Jephthah and His Human Sacrifice, 
Samson the Strong, 

Ruth and Boaz, 

Unstable as Water, God Shall Not Excel, 
David, God's Favorite, , 
Some Stories from the Book of Kings, 
Adventures of the Prophets, 

Jonah the Truthful Sailor. 


CONTENTS: 


Jacob and Esau, 

Joseph the Man of Dreams, 

Holy Moses, 

Balaam the Diviner, 

Bloody Joshua, 

The Campaign of Deborah and Barak 
Against Jabin and Sisera, 

General Gideon, 9 


Boards, illuminated covers, $1; cloth, gilt side stamp, $1.50. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CoO. 


“INFIDELS AND CHARITY.” 


A Leaflet showing that the oft-repeated Chris- 
tian statement that Infidels do not contribute 
to nor found charities is a falsehood. It ought to 
rice, 
Address THE TRUTH 


Yare students are agitating against 
compulsory attendance at chapel 


AGENT GARDNER of Parkhurst’s society 
has received a sentence of two years. 


ADMIRERS of Walt Whitman are trying 
to raise money to purchase and preserve 
his humble home at Camden, N. J. 


Art Topeka, Kan., Populists and Repub- 
licans are contesting possession of the 
chamber of representativs. Fighting has 
heen done bordering on civil war. The 
governor has called out the state militia.- 


Ovr government has prepared the text 
of a treaty to be submitted to. Hawaii, by 
which we acquire full dominion of that 
territory, paying the ex-queen $20,000 a 
year. President Harrison has recom- 
mended its immediate ratification. 


Ar San Francisco Collector of the Ports 
Quinn is preparing to collect and deport 
to China twenty thousand Chinese on May 
5th. The Geary Exclusion act provides 
that at that time all Chinese who hav not 
registered and been photographed shall 
be shipped back. Few hav done so. 


A tarar pilgrimage of Catholics has 
left England for the Vatican. The chief 
motiv is to protest against what is called 
“tthe iniquitous spoliation of the Holy 
See,” and ‘‘to promote by every lawful 
means the restoration of the Holy Father 
to his legitimate rights as sovereign of the ` 
States of the Church.” 


CLEVELAND has so far announced his 
cabinet appointments. thus: secretary of 
state, Walter Q. Gresham, of Illinois; 
treasurer, John G. Carlisle, of Kentucky; 
postmaster-general, Wilson S Bissell, of 
Buffalo; secretary of war, Daniel S. 
Lamont, of New York: secretary of the 
interior, Hoke Smith, of Georgia; secre- 
tary of agriculture, J. Sterling Morton, 
of Nebraska. The posts of attorney- 
general and secretary of the navy remain 
to be filled. 


Sr. Teresa, or Teresa Wires, the living 
patron-saint of the Yaqui Indians, who 
was banished from her mountain home in 
New Mexico several months ago by order 
.of government authorities, the charge 
against her being that she was working up 
a spirit of warfare among the Indians, is 
making her home at Nogales, Ariz., 
just across the Mexican line. She con- 
tinues to perform many so-called mirac- 
ulous cures by simply laying on her hands, 
and. thousands of ignorant Mexicans and 
aa hav visited her since she was 
exiled. 


Tue Zion Methodist church at Wilkes- 
barre, Pa., is being crowded with cripples 
and invalids seeking the miraculous cures 
of ‘‘the Healing Evangelist,” Rev. P. 
Warnon. Among his reported cures are 
large numbers of cases of rheumatism, 
neuralgia, asthma, heart disease, paraly- 
sis, deafness, avd so on. One account 
reads: ‘*The four-year-old child cf J. 
Barney had distorted legs. They had 
been immovable from birth. The child 
was held up in view of the audience and 
the healer only drew his hands once down 
the limbs and they became perfectly 
straight.” 


Tue National Divorce Reform League, 
a society composed mostly of New Eng- 
landers, reports that eight states hav ap- 
pointed commissions to secure uniform 
divorce laws. If it fails to secure its ends 
through the states it will endeavor to hay 
the federal Constitution amended so as to 
giv Congress power to regulate the matter 
for the whole Union. However, a pro- 
posed constitutional amendment to that 
effect has been adversely reported by a de- 
cided majority of the judiciary committee 
of the House of Representativs, on the 
sound ground that it was in violation of 
the essential principles of our federal sys- 
tem. The Divorce Reform League dis- 
avows responsibility for its introduction ag 
premature. 


Puintep slips containing suggestions for 
legislation on the school question and 
apparently expressing the views held by 
Archbishop Ireland on that subject, are 
being received through the mail by clergy- 
men, educators, and prominent laymen of 
every denomination in New York city. It 
is said that these slips are being quietly 
circulated throughout the whole country. 
Following is a copy of one of them re- 
ceived in this city: ‘‘1. The city and state 
might affiliate parochial schools to the 
public schools, the secular education 
being under the state or city superintend- 
ent. 2. The parochial school buildings 
might be rented at a nominal price to the 
state. 3. The teachers could be Catholic, 
holding their certificates from the public 
commissioners, who would hav the right 
to examin both teachers and pupils at any 
time.” 
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SHED WEEKLY. 


New York, Saturday, March 4, 1893. 


28 LAFAYETTE PL.> $3.00 Per Year. 


THE SINNER’S HOPE AND LAST REFUGE OF THE VILE. 


SEEDED En nEn nnn, ————— 


Christianity a Fiction. 


Astronomical and Astrologic~ 


al Origin of ali Religions. 


By DR. J. H. MENDENHALL. 


Explanatory notes compiled and arranged by 
the late Jonathan M. Roberts. Price, 60 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 


MY RELIGIOUS EXPE- 
| RIENCE, 


Being the story of his religious life and mental 
ourneyings. ritten in his happiest and most 
rilliant way, and is the best of all his splendid 
works. Price, 2 cents. Address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


ec 


SCIENCE VS. RELIGION, 


OB, THE 


Conflict between Reason and Superstition, 
By T. C. WIDDICOMBE, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


Price, 10 cents. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


Creed of Christendom. 


Its Foundatlon Contrasted with Its Superstructure., 
By W. R. GREG. 
Qompilete in 1 Yol., 12m0, 89pD., $1.50. 


By S. P., Putnam. 


aN M 
INFIDEL ” 
DEATH- C.W. one 
BEDS. 

rs 


Being true accounts of the passing away of the 
following persons, thus refuting the many Chris- 
tian slanders upon them and others:_, 

Lord Amberley, John Baskerville, Pierre Bayle, 
Jeremy. Bentham, Paul Bert, Lord Bolingbroke, 
Francois Broussais, Giordano, Bruno, Henry 
Thomas Buckle, Lord Byron, Richard Carlisle‘ 
William Kingdon Clifford, Anacharsis Clootz, An- 
thony Collins, Auguste Comte, Condorcet, Robert 
Cooper; D'Alembert, Danton, Charles Darwin, 
Erasmus Darwin, Delambre, Denis Diderot, 
Etienne Dolet, George Eliot, Frederick the Great, 
Gambetta, Garibaldi, Isaac Gendre, Gibbon, 
Godwin, Goethe, Grote, Helyetius, Henry Heth- 
erington, Hobbes, Austin Holyoake, Victor Hugo, 
Hume, Littre, Harriet Martineau, Joan Meslier, 
James Mill, John Stuart Mill, Mirabeau, Robert 
Owen, Thomas Paine, Courtlandt Palmer Rabe- 
lais, Winwood Reade, Madame Rolard, George 
Sand, Schiller, Shelley, Spinoza, Strauss John 
Toland, Vanini, Volney, Voltaire, James ‘Watson, 
Jobn ‘Watts, Thomas Woolston. 

Price. 25 cents. Address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Brain and the Bible. 


Conflict Between Mental Science and Theology 
By EDGAR 0. BEALL. 


Preface oy B. G. INGERSOLL. 


Unanswerable. Price, $1. 


THOMAS PAINE; 


WAS HE JUNIUS? 
By W. H. BURR. 


Second edition, enlarged £9 82 pages: with she 
J raved likeness o alne. rice. cents. 
best engtaved iess THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


CHEAP EDITION. 


Travels in Faith. 


By CAPT. ROBERT C. ADAMS. 


Being the story of his mental journey from 
orthodoxy to Rationalism. 


Price, paper, 25 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


The Clergyman’s Victims, 


A LIBERAL SIORY. 
By Wns. E. J. BALL. 


Price, 25 cents. 


= BOOKS BY 
PROF. FELIX L. OSWALD. 


The Bible of Nature: A Contribution 
to the Religion of the Future. Cloth, $1. | , 
The Secret of the East; or, The Origin 
of the Christian Religion and the Significance 

of its Rise and Decline. Cloth, $1. 
Physical Education ; or, The Health-Laws 
of Nature. Cloth, $1. 
Household Remedies for the Prevalent 
Disorders of the Human Organism.. Cloth, $1. 
Zoological Sketches: A Contribution to 
the Outdoor study of Natural History. Illus- 
trated by H Faber. Cloth, $2. ; 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette place, New York. 


«With Daughter's Babe Upon 
His Knees.” 


Photograph of Colonel Ingersoll, with his 


randchild in his lap, a delicate little souvenir of 


merica’s greatest orator and Freedom's greatest 
champion at home, may be had at this office for 


| Gfty cents. 


A SHORT 
HISTORY OF THE BIBLE. 


A Popular Account of the Formatlon and Development 
of the Canon, 


By BRONSON D. KEELER. 


Coxrents: The Hebrew Canon. The New Tes- 
tament. The Early Controversies. The Books at 
First Not Considered Inspired. Were the Fathers 
Competent? The Fathers uoted as Scripture 
Books Which are Now Called Apocryphal. The 
Heretics. The Ohristian Canon. 

Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


—— 


Col, Ri G. Ingersoll's 


ARGUMENT 


Reynolds Blasphemy Trial, 


At Morristown, N. J. 


This is the greatest argument ever made ins case 
of this kind, and will be a model for the Bar so 
long as the Christians use force to repress free 
speech. Its legal acumen is unsurpassed, its elo- 
auence never equaled. Wherever Christian per- 
secution is going on this argument should be 
freely circulated, read to the Christians, and ex- 
pounded on every occasion. 


In paper, 25 cents; in cloth, 50 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette place, New York. 


RELIGION NOT HISTORY. 


Examination of the Morals and History 
3 of the New Testament. 


| By Pror. F. W. Newman, Price 25 sents, 
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The Arder of Creation, | FHomas Paine’s Works. 


l 

CONFLICT BETWEEN GENESIS ANT STOLE. 
DO ee ae er Sia POTEN 

Bon LE oep M avr, 


imo, 178 pp-; paper, 60 cts.; cloth, Të etw. 


RCLIGION OF HUMANITY 


BETTER THAN 


ETERNAL PUNISHMENT. 


By M. BABCOCK. 


10 conis 


Price, ka 


J. D. Shaw’s Books. 


4 


Age of Reason, Pap., 25c.; 
6 copies for $1; clo., 50c. g 
Age of Reason and Examina- 
ion of the Prophecies. 
Pap., 40c.;_clo., 75c. 
Apostle of Political and Re- 
igious Liberty. (Life.) By 
J. E.Remsburg. Portrait. Pap.. 


50c.3 clo., 75c. h ; 
Common Sense. Written in 


Answers to Christian Questions 
“And Arguments. 


Paper, 148 Dp. 25 wv 
THE 
—o 


LOGIC OF DEATH, 


Why Should the Atheist Fear to Die? 
By J. G. HOLYOAKE. Price, 5 cents 


By D. M. BannerTr. 


PHILOSOPHY OF SPIRITUALISM 


AND TREATMENT OF MEDIOMANIA. 
By B. F. Marvin, M.D. Cloth, 50 cents. 


AMBERLEY’S LIFE OF JESUS. 
HIS CHARACTER anp DOCTRINES. 
From the “Analysis of Reigious Beret.’ 
By VISCOUNT AMBERLEY. 
O cenin I 


ACCOUNT OF 


inih 


Address The Truth Seeker Company. 


POPES AND THEIR BOINGS. 


Viears of Christ and Vicegerents of God. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


1776, 15c. i 
Crisis, Written During Am. 
Revolution. Pap., 40c.; clo., 75c. 
Great Works. 8vo. 800 pp., 
clo., $3; leather, $4; morocco, 
gilt edges, $4.50. 
Life of. By J. E. Remsburg. 
Port. Pap.,50c. 
Life of. With Remarks ot ~ 


Comte and Rousseau. By „O. 
Blanchard. Pap., 40c.; clo., with 
portrait, 60e., 
Life of. With Explanatory 
Observations. By G. Vale. Por- 
trait. $1. 
Lithograph of. Heavy plate 
PRPpEr, RXR, $1. a 
Political and Religious Re- 
former. By B. F. Under- 


wood. 10c. 

Political Works: ‘Common 
Sense,” “Crisis,” “Rights of 
Man.” $1.50. 

Rights of Man. Answer to 


The Bible: What Is It? A pamphlet con- 
taining eight chapters in refutation of the 
assumption that the Bible is a divine book of 

ure thougbt, and correct in all its utterances. 
rice, 2% cents. ese 

Stndies In Theology. A clear expoaltign 
of the biblical story of man’s ~ creation, 

s curse,” theologie y denominated “ the fall.” 
Price, 10 cents. So 

The Bible Against Itself. Containing 
one hundred and fifty plain self-contradictions 
of the Bible, involving questions of theology, 

morals, and history, Price, 10 cents. 


‘ke’ 2 | The Human Nature of Jesus. A refuta- 

Puao’ peel on Frenieh Revo tion of the assumption that he was a divine 

Testimonials to His. Merits. person, and that he was the fulfillment of Old 
Compiled by J. N. Moreau. 10c. estament prophecies. Price, 10 cents. 


Theological Works: “Age of | Liberalism. Treating the subject from a 
Reason,” “ Examination of Proph- negative and affirmative standpoint, showing 
ecies,” etc., with Life of Paine what it is not and what itis. Price, 5 cents. 

„and steel port. $1.50. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 

Vindication of. Reply toN. Y. 28 Lafayette place, New York. 
Observer. By R.G.Ingersoll. 10c. — 


Pocket Theology. 


By VOLTAIRE. 


Terse, witty, and sarcastic dofinitions of theo. 
logics tarma. Prica, 2 cents- 


FILE BINDERS. 


Those who preserve the volumes of Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER need a File Binder, which we willsend on 
receipt of one dollar. 


Spreads: 
- Freethought. 


mer Fill out the accompanying Subscription 
Blank and forward to The Truth Seeker, 28 
Lafayette place, New York. 


‘We mail this issue of Tae Trura Seexer to many Lib- 
erals who are not now subscribers with the hope that they 
will forward their subscriptions. 

As a special inducement we will send the paper to new 
Trial Subscribers 


Three Months for 50 Cents. 


We feel who reads Ture 


Truth Serexer for three months will renew his subscription. 


confident that everyone 


We respectfully urge our present subscribers to bear 
this offer in mind when sending their renewals, and make an 


effort to send us 
A Club of Trial Subscriptions. 


For clubbing terms for renewals use the Blank 
adjoining this at the rates given. 

‘We hope that all readers to whose notice the paper now 
comes for the first time will send us a six or twelve months’ 
subscription, but if they do not feel like subscribing for either 
term we shall be thankful if they will fill the blank out for 


æ Trial subscription of three months. Address 


EHE TRUTH SEEKER, 
\ 28 Latayette Pl., New York. 


©ERMS AND SUBSGRIPTION BLANK 


>H The Truth Seeker. ie 
MW Drafts, Checks and Money Orders, to be mare payable to - 
E ML. MACDONALD, l 


CE TERMS =D 
i r SAMPLE COPIES FREE. 
Three months, (trial subscribers,) in advance, 50.75 One Subscription with two new subscribers, ia 
Six s ; s E 1.50 one remittance, cs ee - - -= $700.: 
ingle subscription, one year, - 3.00 One subscripüou with three new subscribers, in 
One subscription two years, “ s - 5.00 one remittance, E 2 f= 2 ee 8.50 
Two new subscribers, s E nan s 5.00 One subscription with four new subscribers, in 
One subscription with one new subscriber, in one one remittance, ef - =- e a 10.00 
remittance, - - - - - - + 5.00 


Any number over five at the same rate, invariably with one remittance. 

It is thus seen that any of our friends who will take the trouble to get a mew subscriber at the regular rate ($3) 
will get his own for $2; by getting two new subscribers he will get his paper for $1; by getting three new subscribers 
he will not only get his own /ree, but will have fifty cents beside; by getting four new subscribers he will have his own 
free and gain $2. If anyone chooses, or if by so doiug he can easier secure partners in taking the paper, he can share 
With them the advantages of the club rates. 

This makes THe TRUTH SEEKER, with its sixteen large pages, cheaper than any other Liberal paper. 


NODE TO 
Che Truth Seeker Eo., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 
Please send The Truth Seeker to the following address.. JOT s.. year 


faclosed find §.........0 payment of the same. 


= = 


POST CFFICE, [Box ST. & No., iF any.| & STATE. 


NAMES. 
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28 LAFAYETTE PL.} $3.00 Per Year. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


FOUNDED BY D. M. BENNETT. 


E. M. Macponanp, - Editor and Manager. 
28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, NEW YORK. 


SATURDAY, - - - - - MARCH 4, 1893. 


SUBSCRIPTION RATES, 


Bingle subscription, in &AYANCƏ.........ossessoseeseseesosees oo $3 00 
One subscription two years, in advance 
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SPECIAL NOTEICE.—_We shall be obliged to our 
readers if they will send us the name and address of 


any Freethinker who is not a regular subscriber. 


Canada As a Member of Our Union. 


The determination of the Quebec paper, the 


'| stitutional law, be altered in the least. 


post-office 


he holds his episcopal mission. Again we repeat that 
there is no human power that can foree the archbishop of 
Montreal to take away his ban.” l 

Now, the land where such sentiments as the 
above are popular is, observers predict, soon to be- 
come part of our United States. How this annexa- 
tion will affect the extraordinary privileges which 
the Catholic church enjoys in the province of 
Quebec, is exciting interest in many quarters. 
Some fancy that a change would be necessary. 
But this is not so. Among the clearest expositions 
of the matter is that of the New York Sun, the 
language of which we shall here adopt. The status 
of the Catholic church need not, as a matter of con- 
Our federal 
government is prohibited by our federal Constitu- 


mained established to this day. 


tion from making any law for the establishment of 
religion; but there is nothing to prevent any of 
our states from establishing a particular church 
within its own territory. If the state constitution 
forbids such a law, the people who made that con- 
stitution can alter it. The Church of England was 
established in Virginia at the outbreak of the Revo- 
lutionary war, and, if the people of Virginia had 
desired its continuance, that church might hav re- 
The federal 
government could no more interfere with the col- 
lection of tithes under a state law than it could 


whose sole use and cause of being is to fatten liars 
and rogues. 


“The more a Catholic and husband believes and the 


more he loves the sadder becomes the essential difference 
between his wife and him.” 


True, alas! When there are anyway many ques- 


tions of real pith and significance over which there 


must necessarily be some dissent and uncongeni- 


ality, how infamous to add an unneeded and ficti- 


tious one. 


“In Germany, in Bavaria, for instance, in Ireland, in 


Tipperary, for instance, marriages are made on the basis 


of religion. A young man does not dream of ‘paying 
attention’ to a young woman not of his religion.” 

The circle of opportunities for choosing a life- 
mate would in most cases be narrower than could 
be wished even were there no religious limitations. 
It is deplorable that this none too wide range 
should be halved, at least, perhaps quartered, by 
false and imbecil distinctions over nothing. 

Mr. Egan goes on to repeat that the state which 
results from “so many mixed marriages” is 
“wretched unhappiness.” Wretched unhappiness— 
naught else indeed is seen springing from religion 
in every respect. 

The writer urges that the number of these mar- 
riages “ must be reduced.” 


“The young people must be drawn into those social 


Canada Revue, to appeal to the courts for redress 
of the grievance which it suffers by the archbishop’s 
ban, is breeding much excitement. The ire of the. 
supporters of the archbishop, we learn from the 
correspondent of the New York Post, is great, and 
all sorts of pains and penalties are threatened 
against the Revue, but the proprietors of the 
journal remain firm. One of the bitterest attacks 
comes from the Courrier du Canada, which says 
that by their threat to take a mandamus against the 
archbishop, the publishers of the interdicted journal 
show. themselvs to be rebels and traitors, for such 
is any Catholic who asks civil authorities to interfere 


with entailed estates, which, by the way, existed in 
New York for some years after the entrance 
of the state into the Union. The same thing 
may be said with regard to the application of 
a part of the state revenue in Quebec to the main- 
tenance of Catholic schools. That is something 
with which the federal government has absolutely 
nothing to do; it lies solely within the competence 
of the people of Quebec, speaking through their 
state constitution and state legislature. Some ex- 
press the opinion that the ecclesiastical taxes now 
collectible by law would be voluntarily abolished 
by the people of Quebec before they entered 


circles where the danger of making marriage engage- 
ments with others of a different belief can be avoided. 
Intelligent parents must shake off their love of comfort, 
their habit of letting the young people alone, and begin 
to think seriously of the future of their children. The 
young must be saved from themselvs, and this can only 
be done by the experience and prudence of their elders 
used with intelligence.” 

Thus Catholics and Protestants, already so 
separated in intercourse that rarely can either party 
compare its ideas with those of the other, and per- 
chance catch a gleam of light on their validity, must 
be yet more sedulously kept apart. 


The writer concludes with the reiteration that as 


in the doctrinal or disciplinary direction of the 


church. A Catholic is a man who submits himself 
If a 


to the authority of the Catholic church. 
dignitary of a church does an injustice to anyone, 
the offended one has a right to appeal until the 
supreme tribunal of the pope is reached. But if, 
instead of following this course, he asks the inter- 
vention of a lay authority, he becomes a rebel and 
commits the enormous crime of a traitor who opens 
to a stranger the gates of his country. The article 
then goes on to say that if. a Catholic chooses to 
obey the order of his bishop forbidding him to read 
an impious journal, there is no court, no mandamus, 
no monarch, no despot in the world that can force 
him to read it. Such an order on the part of the 
bishop belongs to the spiritual and religious domain, 
and no human power can interfere with it. After 
congratulating the archbishop upon his conduct, 
the article adds: 


« We can declare to him that he has the support of the 
whole Catholic church. Yes, we stand there behind the 
bishop, whose hands itis sought to tie up, ready to de- 
fend the sacred power of the one who has been inducted 
with the crozier and miter to look after the safety of the 
flock and prevent them drinking from poisonous waters. 
Let the people of the Canada Revue take out their 
mandamus, let them drag their archbishop before the 
courts, let them try and find a judge able to tell a bishop 
that he has no jurisdiction over readings that are danger- 
ous for the Christian soul, let them exhaust proceedings 
and vexations. It may be well for Catholics to know 
what will be the result of all this. If by auy possibility 
the archbishop of Montreal should puffer the insult of & 
mandamus from a judge having no doctrinal mission and 
no spiritual authority, the people would then see that a 
bishop, where the soul and conscience of his people are 
at stake, stoops but before the divine mandamus of the 
one who will judge all terrestrial powers, and from whom 


the Union. Such a course is unlikely. 


ment could not touch. 


It will be decidedly unsatisfactory to hav in our 


Union such states as Quebec will make. 


Besides the ill example of states with an estab- 
‘lished church, there will be the further baneful 


thing of an increase to the Catholic vote. 
This nation of ours will be called upon within 


ernment of import indeed deep. May fate grant 
that the requisit wisdom and sanity be not wanting 
in the hours when they are needed. 


Marriage Marred by Religion. 


Maurice Francis Egan, a writer of distinction in 
the Catholic papers, has just contributed to one of 
those journals an article on mixed marriages, or 
marriages of persons who differ in r ligion. This 
article throws strong light on that of which -all of 
us are already aware to our pain and shame, the 
operation of religion in breeding discord and grief 
in wedded life. Mr. Egan says: 

*« Congeniality of taste, community of interests, equal 
cultivation, deep affection, will not atone for the lack of 
union in the one greatest thing—religion.” 

These precious fitnesses, these choice and 
sweet harmonies of spirit—community of taste, 
accordance of culture, heart affection—are to be 
defeated, cast away, and wasted, and place opened 
instead to jarring difference and dislike, simply be- 
cause the poor young two hav chanced to grow up 
under unlike’ systems of fraud and imposition 


But, 
at all events, the abolition of the ecclesiastical 
taxes now leviable in Quebec under the provincial 
constitution is a matter which our federal govern- 


the next hundred years to solve questions of gov- 


to preventing the young from making these mar- 
riages, 

‘‘The fathers and mothers, whom God holds primarily 
responsible for their children, can if they will.” 

The person who holds parents responsible for 
their children is not God, but the priest. There is 
no God, there is only the priest. The word “God” 
means “priest.” Thus the priest, the swilled and 
insolent priest, holds parents responsible that, to 
perpetuate the race of victims and burden-bearers 
ofhis fraudulence and preying, they shall tear apart 
matched and thrilling hearts, trample the sweetest 
springing flowersof the breast, and set in affection’s 
blessed place cold, sour, and sick distaste. Damned, 
damned religion ! l 


== 

A Freethought Poet’s View of the World. 

The late discussion in England over the choice 
by the government of a poet-laureate, occasioned 
some persons on this side the wave to propose 
the establishment of a laureateship here. But to 
them it was replied that we hav no poet worthy— 
that we hav had only one poet of genius, and that 
was Edgar Allen Poe. Now, Poe, we take delight in 
informing such of our readers as are not already 
aware of the fact, was a thorough and outspoken 
Infidel. Verily the pleasures and prides of. us 
Freethinkers are many; to whatever department of 
human affairs we happen to turn, we find the 
greatest men therein to be those of our party. 
Mayhap some of our readers of a meditativ and 
philosophizing turn would be pleased to survey a 
view of the universe entertained by this Freethink- 
ing poet. This view, which constitutes one of hig 
most admired poems, runs thus; 
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“Lo! ’tis a gala night 
Within the lonesome latter years! 
An angel throng, bewinged, bedight 
In veils, and drowned in tears, 
Sit in a theater, to see 
A play of hopes and fears, 
While the orchestra breathes fitfully 
The music of the spheres, 
“ Mimes, in the form of God on high, 
Mutter and mumble low, 
And hither and thither fly; 
Mere puppets they, who come and go 
At bidding of vast formless things 
That shift the scenery to and fro, 
Flapping from out their condor wings 
Invisible Wo! 


‘“ That motley drama!—oh, be sure 

It shall not be forgot! 

With its Phantom chased forevermore, 
By a crowd that seize it not, 

Through a circle that ever returneth in 
To the self-same spot; | 

And much of Madness, and more of Sin 
And horror, the soul of the plot! 


“ But see, amid the mimic rout 

A crawling shape intrude! 

A blood-red thing that writhes from out 
The scenic solitude! 

It writhes!—it writhes!—with mortal pangs 
The mimes become its food, 

And the seraphs sob at vermin fangs 
In human gore imbrued. 


** Out— out are the lights—out all! 
And over each quivering form 
The curtain, a funeral pall, 
Comes down with the rush of a storm— 
And the angels, all pallid and wan, 
Uprising, unveiling, affirm 
That the play is the tragedy, ‘ Man,’ 
And its hero, the conqueror Worm.” 

The “angel throng” who figure as spectators 
of this drama of man on the stage of the universe, 
we are to suppose introduced by the poet solely to 
fill out the scene and embellish the conception. 
Poe did not believe in the actual existence of the 
supernatural races of the Bible. , 

‘<The orchestra breathes fitiully 
The music of the spheres.” 

This is a sublime circumstance. It is true that 
our life-drama is played to the rhythm of the 
spheres. Our play of existence is cadenced, not, as 
was once supposed, by the mental motions of a 
trivial and earth treading deity, but to the roll and 
pulse of orbs multitudinous, mighty, and magnifi- 
cent. 

‘ Mimes, in the form of God on high.” 

That the mimes, or actors, in this play of human 
existence, are not cast in the form of any God on 
high, our writer well knew. But he was fain to 
avail himself of every suggestion which he thought 
added a poetical interest. 

To be told that we 

** Mutter and mumble low” 

is not very gratifying to our pride, but it is to be 
feared that our speech is too aptly described thus. 
Occasionally, to be sure, from some one of us such 
as we term a“ great man,” a “ genius,” an “eminent 
scientist,” there is for a moment heard what may be 
called a distinct utterance, a tone clear and ringing. 
But to a being from another and a higher sphere, 
to a perfectly wise man, the great human hum we 
sorrowfully admit would seem but muttering and 
mumbling—perhaps not so much, perhaps only 
bedlamite maundering and gibbering. However, 
we are learning to speak better every day. 

And mankind 

‘* Hither and thither fly; 
Mere puppets they, who come and go 


At bidding of vast formless things 
That shift the scenery to and fro.” 


That the scenery of our life is shifted to and fro 
by “vast formless things” is the modern view which 
is superseding the old notion that it is shifted by 


persons, not things, these persons being so far from 


formless that they possess perfectly defined forms, 
of the same figure as the human. 
things” 
the universe that is very apt. That they are 
“vast” needs not discussion. That they are “form- 
less” is, unfortunately, true to a great extent. 
Unfortunately, we say, because their formless- 
ness largely prevents man’s manipulation of them. 


« Vast formless 
is an expression for the natural forces of 


They are often so formless, so vague and fugitiv, that 
we cannot with any satisfactory certainty estimate, 
foreknow, and deal with them. Some, to be sure, 
hav been cast into neat, exact, and wieldable 
shapes—mathematics for instance. And the whole 
body of the sciences, constantly being added to, is 
a noble and hope-giving congeries of forms, exact and 
gageable, crystallized through long ages of en- 
deavor. But alas, too much remains shapeless and 
undigested yet. 

Next we come to the sentiment that these forces 
which urge onward our lives do so through passages 
of bitterness and sorrow. They are represented as 

“ Flapping from out their condor wings ` 
Invisible Wo!” 
And the Phantom of Happiness though chased 
forevermore is seized not. Indeed, the whole drama 
of life is composed but of 
‘‘ Much of Madness, and more of Sin, 
And horror, the soul of the plot.” 

The gloom of this view belongs solely to the 
temperament of this particular poet, who was by 
nature cursed with a desponding and somber 
spirit. It does not, by any means, belong to the 
modern and scientific view of the world. This 
scientific view is one of serenity and hope. Mr. 
Samuel P. Putnam, to be sure, in his latest poem, 
on the death of a friend, has some lines, of which 
Poe’s expressions put us in mind, which are equally 
mournsome. For instance, 


‘* T only see the darkness, 
And the force which will not spare ” 

But we shall pay little attention to this unpretty 
little piece of despondency, for elsewhere, even in 
the same poem, our friend nullifies it by views of 
quite the opposit character. In this one passage 
he givs himself over to the contemplation of the 
glooms and severities of human experience; but 
in all the rest of his writings he abounds in 
cheery considerations of the joys of life—being, to 
t: ll the truth, one of these joys, and that not the 
least, himself. 

Next in the poem “a crawling shape” intrudes— 
the hateful worm of death. What shall be said to 
this? A good thing to be said to it, we fancy, is 
that the worm is being delayed in his appearance 
later and later with each generation. That is, sci- 
ence is steadily lengthening the average term of 
human life. So we may look forward with pleasing 
anticipation to the time when the appearance 
of his wormship on the scene will be very late indeed. 

So much for a poet whose language on some 
great themes of the universe is strangely im- 
pressiv, but who should hav been a bit ashamed of 
himself for losing heart. l 


Some Handsome Premiums. 


To induce new subscriptions and prompt renew- 
als on the part of our friends we make the follow- 
ing handsome premium offers: 

For $5.00 we will send Taz TRUTH SEEKER one 
year ($3.00) and “ Paine’s Great Works Complete ” 
(3.00). This edition of Paine’s works contains a 
picture of Paine, of the statue proposed to be 
erected in Chicago, and of his monument in New 
Rochelle. 

For $5.00 we will send Tue Trora Szexer one 
year ($3.00) and “The World’s Sages, Thinkers, 
and Reformers” ($3.00). By D. M. Bennett. 

For $4.50 we will send Taz TRUTH SEEKER one 
year ($3) and a cloth-bound copy of “ Bible Myths” 
($2.50). 

For $4.50 we will send Tue Truru SEEKER one 
year ($3) and “The Freethinker’s Pictorial Text- 
Book” in cloth ($2.50). 

For $4 we will send TuE TRUTH SEEKER one year 
($3) and “The Freethinker’s Pictorial Text-Book” 
in boards ($2). 

For $4 we will send Taz TRUTH Binen one year 
($3) and a copy of “ Old Testament Stories Comic- 
ally Illustrated ” in cloth covers ($1.50). 

For $3.50 we will send TuE TRUTH SEEKER one 
year ($3) and “Old Testament Stories Comically 
Illustrated” in board covers ($1). 

This is a splendid opportunity to obtain books 
which every Liberal desires to hav at an exceed- 
ingly low price.’ Old and new subscribers can avail 


themselvs of it, and we shall be glad if our present 
readers will call the attention of their friends to 
the values offered. 


Donations. 

We hav received the following sums to help us 
in our work: Andrew Sward, $1 ; James Thompson, 
50 cents; O. F. Thornton, $2; Henry Dannen- 
brink, $1. Also $1 from a friend who says: ‘Don’t 
publish this letter, for the president of the corpo- 
ration with which I am connected is a Y.M.C.A. old 
man.” This prohibition, however, is a strong plea 
for a wider dissemination of Taz TRUTH Srrxer and 
Freethought books, until mental liberty shall pre- 
vail, and no one be afraid of losing the means of 
sustaining life because of the free and frank expres- 
sion of his opinion. 


a 

A Catholic paper, treating upon the British mis- 
sionaries in Africa and India, strikes out, strange to 
say, a little bit of truth—“ Some of those British 
agents with the Bible in their hands hav been more 
solicitous about the land of the heathen than about 
his soul.” 


Three-quarters of a million of people visited the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art last year, of whom 
one-third made Sunday their calling-day. That is 
very encouraging to those who began the Sunday- 
opening agitation, and is a sufficient reward for 
their labors. 


Within a week or two we shall print an ex- 
amination into “ The True Genesis of Christianity,” 
by Thaddeus B. Wakeman. Some recent and some 
older books serve as a text of Mr. Wakeman’s to 
expose the emptiness: of Christianity’s pretensions 
and at the same time expound his philosophy of the 
« Higher Integration.” 


After consulting the Japanese government and 
obtaining its consent, the Vatican has now established 
in Japan an ecclesiastical hierarchy with territorial 
titles derived from that country. As fast as the 
wretched pest of Catholicism is abated in one 
country it mounts and waxes in another. When 
wretched man will obtain final relief from the 
hateful curse, it pagses-human foresight to tell. 


Zo es eee 

The opposition ofthe clergy to the great scientific 
doctrin of evolution finds vent in daily utterances, 
of which take this sample deliverance at a Methodist 
council: “To a plain man it is not enough to say 
that evolution is not proved. Even if proved, it is 
only shown to affect certain departments of nature. 
Only extreme men carry it into psychology and 
ethics; the outlines of orthodox faith are therefore 
safe and sound.” 


A European Catholic writer says: “I venture 
without fear of being mistaken the assertion that 
the pope has derived from the United States if not 
a gcod share of the democratic inspirations which 
he has been sending out over the world from the 
Vatican, at least a solid encouragement for them.” 
The church has of course derived the whole of such 
rational and civilized sentiments as it exhibits from 
secular sources without. 


In France the warfare of Radicals against the 
Association de Notre Dame de Lusine, in the de- 
partment du Nord, is still being waged. This as- 
sociation is composed of a number of large manu- 
facturers who hav demanded of tleir erployees 
that they all observe the Roman Catholic ceremonial. 
Members of the parliament hav declared the action 
illegal as being an attack on religious liberty, and 
demanded the dissolution of the association. 


In some districts of England and Wales there 
continually occur outbreaks of popular indignation 
against the oppression of the Church of England. 
This church, being established by the state, enforces 
by civillaw the payment of tithes. These taxes are 
frequently . refused, and upon distraint by the 
authorities to collect them mob-violence ensues. 
The vicar is not unoften mocked and burnt in 
effigy, or threatened with personal injury. The in- 
come of this despotic church, wrung from the needy 
and laborious by brute force, is $1,000,000 a week. 
Abomination ! f 
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The honesty which the Christian religion is 
capable of producing when given full control, is il- 
lustrated in a communication from Holy Russia: 
“From all sides comes the same tale of inhuman 
. Villanies, of adulteration and rapacity. Seed-corn 
sent from the Caucasus toa certain district was 
delivered ground, and mixed with forty per cent of 
gypsum. The ‘special’ bread made by a St. Peters- 


burg firm was refused by hungry dogs, and stank 
even when fresh.” 


upon the causes of the awful sufferings with which 
the Russian people are being afflicted. « Every- 
where,” he says, “ were marks of the most reckless 
extravagance. Immense forests hav been wantonly 
cut, rivers neglected, and the climate ruined. The 
land is exhausted and the agricultural system is a 
hopeless failure.” Theinvestigations of this gentle- 
man show that what the superstitious Russians hav 
regarded as a Visitation from God is but the nat- 
ural consequence of man’s ignorance and misdevo- 
tion. It is evident that no mere system of relief, 
however widespread and generous, can meet the 
situation. What is wanted is Freethought and 
education. 


Next week we shall print Otto Wettstein’s re- 
joinder to Miss Chapman. It is perhaps a little 
ungallant that Mr. Wettstein should so worst a 
lady, and she must attribute it to the logical weak- 
ness of her cause, which is, so far as reason can see, 
absolutely without facts to sustain it. But Miss 
Chapman is a brilliant and versatil champion and 
can giv the average male minister several points on 
how to argue. It is a pity that she cannot get 
hold of the right end of the matter, but we hope 

- that light will break upon her one of these days. 


The European edition of the Herald notes that 
Naples and Rome owe their reputation of unhealth- 
fulness to a state of things which no longer exists 
Until a few years ago Naples drew all its waters 
from wells, and typhoid fever was virtually epidemic 
in the city. Since the introduction of the Serino 
water and the closing of the wells the disease has 
almost disappeared. In Rome before it became 
the capital the drainage was bad, and in spite of 
the numerous aqueducts a large number of wells 
werein use. The Italian government has thoroughly 
drained the city, and when the cholera last ap- 
peared in Italy the government closed the wells, 
which still remain closed. The result has been to 
reduce the deaths from typhoid fever to less than 
three per week in a population of four hundred and 
fifteen thousand. Our object in reproducing these 
facts is to add that the period during which these 
Italian cities lapsed into their unsanitary condition 
was that of papal rule, and the present era of their 
redemption is that of Freethought. 

——_—$— 

On the utterances of William II. of Germany the 
New York Herald remarks: «The emperor labors 
under the delusion that the almighty is his personal 
champion, and that the almighty doesn’t care a 
farthing for the vast populace whom William rules 
by the accident of birth. The people, on the other 
hand, hay an impression that the almighty has 
wearied of the empty pomp and ceremony of earthly 
kings and has handed over to the multitude the re- 
sponsibility of social development.” This latter 
opinion is ours, and we believe further that “ the 
almighty has wearied of” pretty much all other 
earthly things as well. In these lonesome latter 
days we search and search for bis earmark upon 
some piece of work. We really cannot remember 
when we hav seen his finger ina pie. Yes, there 
has been “handed over to the multitude the re- 
sponsibility of social development” and everything 
else. The “almighty” does nothing; the people 
must do all. 


With Our Gongressmen. 


. News and Notes. 


The Freethought Exchange has been organized 
at Washington city. 
day, February 19th. Iam in hopes that by means 
of this exchange the large Freethought element of 
the capital can be gathered together for practical 
effort. In my address on “ The American Republic 
—Its Principles and Its Perils,” I outlined the 
methods of action by which the Freethought Ex- 
change might arouse Liberals to harmonious activity. 
Especially is the necessity of this now emphasized 
by the present religious legislation of Congress 
concerning the World’s Fair. 

J. E. Remsburg added greatly to the interest of 
our movement by his lecture on Tuesday evening 
on “ False Claims.” It was an inclement night, but 
the hall was fnll, and the discourse was received 
with warm approval. The matter was presented 
in a light undoubtedly new to many present, but 
the logic of the speaker won the entire audience to 
his radical positions. This lecture will be a 
splendid impulse to further work at Washington. 

I had the pleasure of spending the whole of 
Wednesday with Remsburg, and it was a delightful 
recuperation after laboring in the somewhat arid 
fields of Congressional volubility and uncertain 
promis. It happened that we had camped during 
the late war on the same ground, and together with 
Hyland C. Kirk, who was also in my regiment and 
with whom I used to talk theology while eating hard- 


—— aaas 

Mrs. Tel Sono, a Japanese convert to Christian- 
ity, considers that the way to spread that religion 
is to build for the girls of the nobility a great 
school. If one of the higher rank, she says, should 
become a Christian, so great is the force of example 
there the conversion would be imitated by hundreds 
in the lower classes. The fact is that this is the 
way in which about all of the nations of Christendom 
hay attained their present belief. Cunning ecclesi- 
astics applied themselvs to the conversion of the 
great, whose force and fashion then made a ready 
conquest of the rest. 


The Catholics hav a great university and head- 
quarters at Washington, the Methodists are taking 
up collections to build one, and the Baptists are 
talking of following suit. Now President King of 
the Washington Hebrew Congregation says that he 
“would like to see the Jews of the United States 
raise a worthy religious edifice in the nation’s 
capital.” The headquarters of powerful organiza- 
tions would better be anywhere than in the capital 
city of a nation. George Washington counseled the 
selection of Washington as the capital, in preference 
to a greater city, on the consideration tsat -articular 
bodies or interests could there less readily master 
the national legislature and wield it to their own 
ends. 


Our readers may be entertained. in passing, by 
the following excerpt from a history of the use of 
anesthetics: “One objection offered to the use of 
anesthetics was that man was born to suffer, that pain 
was a part of the curse of Adam, and that the an- 
nulment of pain was sinful and opposed to the 
divine decree. In answer to this, Dr. Simpson 
showed that the first operation performed on man 
was the excision of a rib from Adam, out of which 
to make man, and that before beginning to operate 
God himself cast the man into a deep sleep. We 
can laugh now at the objection and the argument ; 
but fifty years ago it was on such objections and 
arguments that hung the question of the continua- 
tion or cessation cf the conquest of pain.” 


a 

Elbridge T. Gerry, of New York city, president 
of the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to 
Children, a few days ago stigmatized the morality of 
the dramatic profession in language which has called 
forth much indignation. He is, too, pushing with 
unusual strenuousness his work of excluding child 
actors and actresses from the stage. Colonel Inger- 
soll has expressed himself on the matter to a reporter 
thus: “At the bottom of the Gerry society's ob- 
jection to the singing and dancing of children you 
will find the Puritan idea that those who enjoy 
themselvs in this world will be damned in the next. 
When I think of the thousands of children engaged 
in all kinds of work, half fed and half clothed, it 
seems to me the very extreme of absurdity that 
these children shall not be allowed to drop their 
burdens, to wipe away their tears, and celebrate 
their deliverance with dance and song.” 


A special correspondent of a leading English 
paper recently made a tour of the famin-stricken 
districts of Russia. His revelations throw light 


I lectured before it on Sun-° 


tack, we went against the blustering winds to Fort 
Ethan Allen, and took a view of the place where 
thirty years ago we had tramped and stood guard, 
and looked forth in the moonlight upon the strag- 
gling city,the broad river,the chain bridge, and faintly 
luminous in the distance the vast dome of the 
Capitol. 
patriotism were then throbbing in our bosoms, and 
in spite of the difficulties and dangers of our 
position the world seemed grand and beautiful. 
We hav learned much since then. 
to-day. We know the world. We don’t hav to eat 
hard-tack any more, or clean our musket, or pace 
the midnight beat, or drill in the hot sun, or march 
against the storm, but I do not think we are any 
happier than in those days of brilliant youth, when 
dreams were plentiful and martial music stirred our 
pulses ; when an ineffable glory filled the spacious 
air and we tramped onward with reckless spirit. 
To stand upon the old parade ground with old 
comrades and think of the thirty years that hav 
passed, be compelled to admit that we are growing 
old and that we hav not quite so much faith as we 
had then, was a somewhat sad and strange experi- 


The vague sweet hopes of youth and 


We are wiser’ 


ence, but life rolls on and the battle is not ended. 
The conflict is far greater, far more terrible, far 
more sublime, than we ever thought it to bein those 
days of sunny and stormful youth. 


We visited the Capitol, ete. Remsburg struck 
Simpson, the famous Kansas representativ, not a 
large man. by any means, rather small and wiry, but 
intelligent and with a shrewd look for the main 
chance. He thinks that Congress will yet repeal 
the Sunday-closing clause. He isin favor of Sunday 
opening and states that a majority of the repre- 
sentativs are in favor of it also; that a great change 
has been wrought by the agitation of the matter. 
All this is true, but how the matter is to be brought 
before Congress I cannot see. The committee will 
not report. Perhaps by skilful manipulation of 
parliamentary rules the question may yet be 
brought before the House and decisiv action 
taken. One week more will define the attitude of 
Congress. 


The churches will not accept the Houk compromise 
bill. The Pennsylvania Sabbath Association meeting 
at Harrisburg in the House of Representativs thun- 
ders its disapproval. This same association was 
addressed by the governor of the state, Governor 
Pattison, who was president of the convention. 
He declared the old law was as broad and liberal 
as if it had been written within the hour. Nota 
line or sentence expressed narrowness or bigotry. 

He said the people who favored the Sabbath of 
the founders of the republic were willing that the 
law should be posted at the heads of newspapers 
asan evidence of the virtue, patriotism, wisdom, 
and morality of the men who framed it. The act 
of 1794, he said, givs all the liberty and oppor- 
tunity. . 

It will thus be seen that the churches of this 
country—backed up by politicians, by governors, 
Congressmen, the judges of the court—are de- 
termined to maintain the infamous legislation of a 
hundred years ago. 

The Chicago Zimes urges the commissioners to 
giv back the money and open the gates on Sunday. 
The New York World says, “Open the gates any- 
way.” One thing is sure, if the gates are closed, 


there will be a tremendous agitation in Chicago, 


and it will*increase from Sunday to Sunday. We 


say to Liberals, keep up the agitation. Don’t for 
a moment think that the batile is ended. Who is 
the. revolutionary party in this matter? Congress. 


It has absolutely defied law dnd Constitution. 
Why, then, should we be bound by its action, when 
its action is treason? 

I am sorry that Dr. Westbrook has allowed him- 
self to fall into personalities. I hav treated him 
with the utmost courtesy. I hav not called names. 
I hav stuck to the argument; Dr. Westbrook has 
not. He has not answered me on any point. He 
says he is not in favor of “brute force.” I say he 
is, for the act of Congress to close the World’s Fair 
on Sunday is an expression of brute force. He is 
in favor of -this legislation, which is “damnable 
orthodoxy,” which is “chains and slavery.” If 
Dr. Westbrook upholds this act of Congress, 
he upholds and defends everything that is in 
this act; and therefore I hold him responsible 
and will hold him responsible at the bar of public 
opinion for all the wrong, oppression, and mean- 
ness that is in this act. Not until he repudiates 
this act can he redeem himself. I condemn him 
only by his own argument.. I hav not attacked his 
character as aman. I hav only attacked the logic 
of his position. I consider the discussion to be 
all-important. We must thoroughly understand 
the situation. That is my sole reason for engaging 
in the controversy. Samvey P. Purnam. 
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Science and Progress. 


A Prudent Adjective. 


A religious weekly denounces the recent Auto- 
da-fé at Paris, Tex., as an “outrage unparalleled 
and unapproached by the horrors of the pagan dark 
ages.” The word “pagan” redeems the. absurdity 
of the proposition. During the Christian dark 
ages some 3,500,000 worse outrages were perpetrated 
under the auspices of our Holy Mother Church. 

Degrees of Danger. 

In the Padernal range of Rio Ariba county, New 
Mexico, a slumbering volcano has resumed activity, 
and the eruptions of flaming cinders are accompanied 
by frequent earthquake shocks. Theapprehensions 
on the score of the latter phenomena are, however, 
allayed by the report that the orthodox nativs are 
marching in procession and shouting hymns of 
penance. Our Mexican neighbors divide earth- 
quakes into three classes, calling for three difterent 
methods of salvation. Temblores (mere tremors) 
can be remedied by means of religious ceremonies. 
Golpes (more violent shocks) are apt to lead to an 
appeal for government assistance. Zeremotos, or 
earthquake proper, call for self-help, and the na- 
tivs at once remove their wives and children to a 
place of safety. 

A Superlatiy Compliment. 

The most flattering tribute to the memory of Vol- 
taire was, after all, paid by a priest, the Jesuit Du- 
jardin, who summed up his diatribe with the re- 
mark that “the individual activity of that monster 
has done more injury to the interests of the Church 
than the attacks of all the Protestant sects, com- 
bined with those of the Turk and the Devil.” 

Progress of Tolerance. 

In spite of an avalanche of orthodox petitions 
Premier Sagasta, of Spain, has refused to suppress 
the Madrid Protestant church, and merely enjoins 
its trustees to avoid superfluous advertisements of 
its existence. And in spite of ecclesiastic bluster 
Spanish Freethought journals continue to multiply. 
Don Moreno Acosta, of Barcelona (the Spanish 
Chicago), announces a new magazine, La Piqueta 
del Libre Pensamiento (The Vanguard of Free- 
thought, as we might translate it), a fearless, rad- 
ical little monthly, that is sold openly in every 
larger town of the peninsula. Imagin the fate of 
the writers and printers two hundred years ago ! 

Pork-fed Prophets. 

The state of Illinois can claim to lead the world 
in the production, not only of pork and corn, but 
of millennium prophets. George Schweinfurth, the 
idol of the Rockford Angel Association, still main- 
tains his divine mission and.keeps up his “ Heavenly 
Hog Harem,” as Brick Pomeroy describes his 
angel-roost. Dr. Cyrus Teed (‘Koresch ’) con- 
tinues to favor his converts with revelations, but 
must yield the palm of modesty to Harold Brodrick, 
the Chicago. Messiah, who has just published a 
new testament, “dedicated to my dear father, the 
Lord, by his son, Harold, the Christ.” Messrs. 
Baird & Lee hav issued that latest version of 
Illinois scriptures, which in platitudes is perhaps 
rivaled by Salvation Army pamphlets or the 
Book of Mormon, but in absolute nonsense cer- 
tainly only by the Revelation of St. John, “ Apoca- 
lyptic Jack,” as a German humorist calls him. In 
the exordium of his gospel Mr. Brodrick warns un- 
believers against the danger of ridiculing his pre- 
tensions and repeatedly clinches his argument: 
with the remark that “the Lord .old me so in 
Bury street.” 
Signs of the Times. 


Louis Kossuth remarks that “great revolutions 
are not nearly so apt to break out under wicked- 
intelligent as under weak and foolish rulers”—a 
trath certainly confirmed often enough to dismay 
the present sovereigns of Europe with “fears of 
change.” The present incumbent of the Prussian 
throne is intellectually the least favored of all the 
successors of the Great Elector. Queen Victoria is 
fast becoming a female George III., and the 
emperor Francis Joseph a male Maria Theresa, 
with her home inquisitions and literary blue laws. 
Spain is getting restiv under her cowl-and-petticoat 
yoke, and a correspondent of the Contemporary 
-Review informs his readers that the present ezar 
is quizzed by his own relativs, and that in his 
crown-prince days his countrymen used to nick- 
name him “ the young steer,” and now call him the 
‘¢steer,” with or without qualifying adjectivs. 

R Battle Creek. 

The county-seat of Calhoun county, Mich., is 
for its size about the most prosperous town of the 
prosperous Northwest. With a population of not 
quite fifteen thousand inhabitants it supports four- 


.to seven inches. 


teen newspapers, sixteen hotels, flourishing machine 
factories, printing-press factories, furniture works, 
flour mills, knitting-mills, rolling-mills, and the 
largest sanitarium west of Cleveland, O. Drunken- 
ness is rare, mendicancy almost unknown; yet a 
stranger visiting the town on a Sunday might 
come to suspect the correctness of his almanac. 
The shops are kept wide open, hucksters peddle 
their wares from house to house, and the big 
factories resound with the boom of steam-engins. 
Battle Creek is a stronghold of the Seventh Day 
Adventists, and after tentativ attempts at their 
suppression their neighbors hav wisely concluded 
to let them alone, or even to encourage their en- 
terprise on the day which neither nature nor science 
can be said to distinguish from any other day of the 
week. 

i Gleams of Daylight. 

The Freethinker Vanini (burnt at the stake a.p. 
1619) had a trick of propagating his views by 
stating the theories of pagan philosophers as 
plausibly as possible and then pretending to refute 
them by quoting the idiotic objections of his Chris- 
tian contemporaries. In a similar way gleams of 
light begin to penetrate the darkness of holy 
Russia, and the secret skeptics of the St. Peters- 
burg press are groaning about the impiety of the 
late editor Katkoff of the Moscow Gazette, who, in 
a private letter, remarks that “the evidence against 
the historical truth of the New Testament is such 
that no inquirer of common inteliectual honesty 
can resist it any longer.” 

Celestial Bombshells. 

The Morning News, of Dallas, Tex., describes a 
thunder-storm which visited the neighborhood of 
Gray Hill a few weeks ago, and which seems to 
break the record of the American hail chronicle. 
Some of the ice chunks picked up in the open fields 
weighed four pounds, and varied in size from four 
The correspondent of the News 
adds that some of these aerial bombs were hollow, 
and contained particles of black dirt, a circumstance 
not easy to explain, unless the heavens are weeping 
tears of soot at the anti-Sabbatarian tendency of 
the Texas press. , 

A Complication of Horrors. 

Eix-queen Natalie of Servia threatens to publish 
her memoirs, and as the Danube, too, is about to 
overflow its banks, the wretched little kingdom is 
thus menaced with the compound calamity of a 
water and mud deluge. 


Industrial Coliseums. 


The gun foundry of Essen covers an area of 
twenty-two acres, and the woolen milis of Saltaire, 
England, contain brick enough to build three or- 
dinary villages. Some of the St. Paul grain eleva- 
tors can store the produce of a good-sized county, 
and in Glasgow, Scotland, there is a factory chim- 
ney four hundred and sixty-eight feet high and 
another four hundred and fifty-five—both consider- 
ably exceeding the hight of St. Paul’s cathedral. 
Certainly an encouraging change since the times 
when the best architects limited their enterprise to 
the construction of heaven-kissing church-steeples, 
and hell-approaching dungeons for the confinement 
of heretics. 

Rejected Compromise. 


The “ Happiness in Hell” article of the Nine- 
teenth Century is denounced by our orthodox 
friends in a way suggesting the probability that 
they would renounce their pet winter resort alto- 
gether, rather than consent to impair its usefulness 
as a bugbear institution. 


Outbidding Jehovah. 


Baron Hirsch is trying to provide homes for 
millions of refugees, and is sending his agénts to 
Mexico and the Argentine Republic; also to Algiers 
and Queensland, without renouncing the hope of 
finding a suitable site for a colony somewhere in 
the southern highlands of the United States. As 
for his protegés, they are willing to go almost any- 
where, even back to Russia, rather than to the 
“Promised Land” of their Jehovah-ridden fore- 
fathers. F. L. Oswarv. 

ae 

The World Growing Better as Religion Declines. 

From the New York Sun. 

Mere existence is sufficient reason for thankfulness 
on the part of the generation which is on earth at this 
period of its history. Never before was the pursuit of 
knowledge so swift as now, and never before was the 
chase so well directed to the goal The rewaining years 
of this century are few, but measured by their accom- 
plishment in politics, society, and science, they are 
likely to be of more value and more interest than whole 
centuries which hav already passed. 

This is a wonderfully interesting, a peculiarly exhila- 
rating time in which we are so fortunate as to liv. The 
world is more beautiful than ever before and a better 
place to dwellin. Let us, then, sound the notes of re- 
joicing and pour forth the songs of thanksgiving ! 


Gommunications. 


What I Know About God. 


There has been quite a little discussion going on 
recently in Tuz TRUTH Szrxer in regard to the exist- 
ence of a God. I do not propose to take any hand 
in this discussion, but propose to show the kind of 
God the Christians worship. 

They say that their God is possessed of all power, 
all knowledge, is unchangeable, everywhere present, 
forbearing, tender, forgiving, has a care for his 
children which no earthly parent can manifest, 
«and his mercy endureth forever.” 

We read that God performed his great creativ 
act in six days and rested on the seventh. 

‘Now, it is to be supposed that when he began 
his work he was fresh and vigorous and tore away 
like a young stallion when his bridle-teeth begin to 
start. He worked six days and got worn down and 
tired and took a day to rest. He couldn’t rest un- 
less he was tired. 

Could God pass from this vigorous, forceful, 
energetic condition, and then rest and be restored 


.to his former vigorous condition, without changing? 


Impossible. 

Tally one—God is not unchangeable. Didn't 
God make man, and after due deliberation pro- 
nounce him a good job, and afterward repent of 
making him? Tally two—God either lacked the 
power to fashion a man to suit him, or else he had 
not the foresight to see how he would turn out. 
After he had found out his great mistake, and 
repented, did. he not keep right on bringing men 
into existence, when he knew, with the exception 
of one old bummer and his family, he was going to 
drown the whole God-forsaken batch, good, bad, 
and indifferent, tagrag and bobtail? Does this act 
show forth his mercy, tenderness, and forbearance? 
Does it not show indignity? Why should he 
bring all the animals into existence when he knew 
that he would drown them all in a flood? Why 
should ‘he show a preference for the few animals 
which Noah selected for his caravan and drown all 
the rest? Did they run riot and displease God, and 
bring down his wrath? Doesn’t this show that he 
either got muddled or fuddled ? 

Doesn’t God know all about the tyrannical acts of 
the czar of Russia—about the inhuman treatment 
of the Jews? Doesn’t he know that women are 
outraged and starving children crying for bread? 
Doesn’t he know about the suffering up in the mining 
prisons of Siberia, when the cruel lash takes the 
last remaining spark of manhood and independence 
out of the subject, and leaves him a mental and 
physical wreck? He witnesses the cruel torture of 
the knout; sees the condemned victim writhing 
in agony, and does not lift his almighty finger to 
prevent it. These great wrongs cannot escape his 
knowledge, he must hav the power to prevent them 
and does not do it. We would curse and execrate 
a man who would act in that way. Get down on 
your marrowbones, O ye slabbering Christians, and 
turn yourselvs into savages by worshiping such an 
irrational, savage God. 

Ever since I was a boy no sermon has been con- 
sidered complete without a fling at Infidel France. 
In point of humanity France stands as far above 
the Christian nation of Russia as the heavens are 
above the solid earth. 

. It is supposed by Christians that God stood at 
the elbow of Watts and other great hymn-writers 
and gave them a touch of inspiration when they 
composed their sacred songs. These hymns pro- 
claim the glory of God and play a conspicuous part 
at protracted meetings, and Christians aver that 
Watts and the other hymn-writers are in heaven, 
while Burns and Byron dishonored God by their 
irreverent writings and therefore must be in hell. — 
But their writings are found in every respectable 
library, while not a hymn-book is found in one 
library out of a hundred, even of Christians. 
“Holy Willie's Prayer,” “Tam O'Shanter,” and 
“Don Juan” are read by thousands in spite of hell 
and the fear of God. Doesn’t it beat all how God’s 
holy lickspittles are overlooked and neglected, while 
these hell-deserving sinners are courted and 
honored? It shows that in spite of the protecting 
care of the Christian’s imaginary Joss, wit and 
genius will triumph over superstition and holy slush. 
It shows that pious fools are not fivored on earth 
if they are in heaven. It shows that sensible 
people find most pleasure in what Christians con- 
sider the service of the devil. In my opinion he is 
a great deal the best fellow—the cutest, anyway. 

God was present when the iron collar, the thumb- 
screw, the rack, the iron boot, and all the other in- 
struments of Christian torture, were invented, and 
knew the groans and agonies they would produce, 


and let the hellish work go on without interference 


~ 


‘roasted, boiled, and suffer every measure of torture 
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or sign of disfavor. «And his mercy endureth for- 
ever.” He was present when human beings had 
their hearts cut out, their tongues torn from their 
throats, their ears cropped, their noses slit, and 
their joints pulled apart in pulleys. He saw the 
innocent flayed alive, hanged, crushed, skinned, 


which Christian cruelty could inflict. He had the 
power to stop their infernal torture. Why did he 
not do it? If he could not he is not omnipotent; 
if he would not he is a savage. Women hav been 
whipped, witches hanged, fires hav raged, epidemics 
hav laid thousands low, men hay butchered each 
other by millions, famins hav laid whole countries 
desolate, storms hay raged, and drouths and floods 
hav done their destructiv work. Is God the author 
of all things? Then to whom shall we attribute 
these destructivagencies? Must it not be admitted 
that God is the author of all evil as well as the 
author of all good? 


God moves in a mysterious way, 
Just how no one can tell; 

He sometimes makes a grand display 
And sometimes raises hell. 

Christians claim that God answers prayer. Can he 
do a thing in answer to prayer which he would not 
hav done, without changing? Mountebank Moody 
claims that. he saved the Spree by prayer. If this 
is so, these great steamship lines would pay him fab- 
ulous prices to persuade God not to send storms 
to endanger their vessels. It would be the cheap- 
est insurance in the world.. I should think it 
would be a good scheme for God to take in Moody 
as a partner and giv him entire charge of the storm 
depariment. Moody could giv his entire attention 
to saying vessels, and God would hav more time to 
devote to protracted meetings and wayward minis- 
ters and religious services in schools and heresy 
trials, and more time io turn the faucet, as repre- 
sented by Heston (see Tux Trura SEEKER of 
February 4th), at the World’s Fair, when the 
gates are closed on Sunday. I think this would be 
a grand scheme for both God and Moody. The 
style of the firm would be “ Father, Son, Holy 
Ghost, Moody & Co.” mol 

God has talked with a great many men and in- 
structed others how. to write for his old scrap-book. 
He has filled others with the Holy Ghost, but not 
one of these has ever told us how God looks. 
Jacob met him in a wrestling match, and through 
foul play, got his leg broken, not being on his guard, 
and believing that a champion of his reputation 
would observe the rules and not. take undue ad- 
vantage. Jacob must hav been a man of good stay- 
ing qualities, for he wrestled all night, and might hav 
won the match if God had not “touched the inside of 
his thigh.” Jacob tells all about this great match, 
and says he saw him face to face, and yet givs us 
no clew to his appearance. Moses saw him on one 
occasion, and although he had the peculiar gift of 
writing an account of his own death and burial, 
gives us no account of his great posterior propor- 
tions. I hav talked with a great many who claimed 
to know all about God, but when I hav asked them 
to giv a description of him it has proved a flat 
failure. And with candor it must be said, that to 
the genius of Heston is due the credit of giving the 
most accurate delineation of God which has ever 
been attempted. Sometimes he represents God 
entire-—-head, heels, and stomach—then only his 
head and a horn. I never saw him take a “horn,” ! 
yet I know that he has a taste for the “critter,” 
and often gets gloriously fuddled, or else he would 
not do a thing and pronounce it all right, and then 
get mad and swear in his wrath, and destroy what 
he pronounced in his sober moments very good. I 
tell you God has queer streaks. It may be owing 
to birthmarks, but anyway I never could get the 
hang of him. How can anyone account for his 
bringing a human being into existence when he 
knows that he can liv but a little while and will be 
buffeted and abused by brainless Christians, and 
then die and be compelled to report at the head- 
quarters of old Splitfoot, where the worm dieth not 
and the smoke of his torment ascendeth up forever 
and ever? 

O ye Christian nincompoops, is that the best 
your God can do? 

The most charitable view is suggested by Heston’s 
cartoon where he is represented as turning the 
faucet to the barrel in the clouds to supply the 
guzzling saints below. Occasionally he takes a 
“ gmile” himself, and when his head begins to 


-swell a job doesn’t look to him just as it did when 


he commenced it. 

He advises his chosen ones to take a little for the 
**stomach’s sake,” and he would not be unlikely to 
do what he advised others to do. And, having 
what Shakspere calls an “ unbounded stomach,” it 
takes an “old snifter” to settle it. And during ' 
such times he doubtless got into bad company and 


made a little too free with old Dave and Josh and 
men of that ilk. And I think it must hav been 
when one of these spells was on that he got into a 
rage and “swore in his wrath,” and ordered women 
to be ripped up alive and little children to be killed, 
and raised “1” generally. 


a question for you, and you need not be afraid to 
giv a square answer, for it will not be spread all 
over the neighborhood: Did you write all the 
nauseous, disgusting, filthy stuff found in Genesis, 
Leviticus, Numbers, and elsewhere through your old 


too much for your stomach’s sake? 


“ stomach-settler ” and Moody took him just in the 
nick of time when he saved the Spree. 
may seem blasphemous to some, but it is all right 
if taken in a “spiritual” sense, as much of the old 


village lot in the New Jerusalem that he may pray 
to God when at his best, and I will make an image 


O thou almighty God, high and lifted up! I hav 


scrap-book? If so, hadn’t you been taking a little 


It may be that he had been taking an old 


Now this 


serap-book is. To be serious, I will bet Moody a 


out of wood and daub it over with yellow clay and 
get just as many favors from the image as Moody 
can from his God. 

Now, if Moody cannot succeed in forming a com- 
bine with the old woman-‘ripper” and child- 
“killer” he ought to unite with Sam Jones and 
Talmage and form a sort of holy trinity. The 
three combined would form a spiritual battery that 
would make the throne of God tremble. They 
could hypnotize God and obtain any desired favor. 
If the services of the combine could be secured at 
the World’s Fair at Chicago neither the cholera 
nor any other calamity would come within gunshot. 
Why, such a spiritual battery could handle a storm 
with the utmost nonchalance. It could stop chain 
lightning or an earthquake under full head and 
snuff out a volcano as an old woman would a candle. 

Now, this man Talmage is a man of ponderous 
corporosity. 
old serap-book than any other man living. God is 
perfect, and whatever he does must be perfect— 
and he made Mr. Talmage. He doesn’t believe 
the Bible in “spots” and “streaks.” He knows 
that every line and syllable in the old scrap-book 
was written by the finger of the almighty. 

Now, Mr. Talmage, will you please tell us how 
many books God. has written? The Christians hav 
a book which they know was written by God, the 
Mormons hav one, the Mohammedans one, the 
Persians, the Hindoos, and you and your God know 
how many more. Did God write all of these books? 
If he did not, then some man or men must hay 
written them to deceive the people. Mr. Talmage, 
will you giv us a rule so that we can tell the God- 
written from the man-written ? 

If God wrote the old scrap-book, wasn’t he en- 
gaged in rather scurvy business? 
author of such stuff as is found scattered through 
the Bible, then everyone has a license to use the 
foulest language which he can force through his 


lips, and should be commended for getting a sniff 


at Comstock’s bag of Fijii curiosities. What would 
you think, Mr. Talmage, of a part of Genesis and 
Leviticus and Solomon’s Song as literature for boys 
and girls? What would you think of making 
liberal quotations from those and other books of the 
holy ‘ what-is-it” and having them put in pamphlet 
form to lie around loose in the common schools? 
Don’t you think it would giv the young exalted 
ideas of the great heavenly mogul? 
. He plants his footsteps on the sea 

And rides upon the storm. 

Now, Mr. Talmage, did you ever see his footsteps? 
Did you ever see him ride the storm? Just giv us 
the size of his footsteps and we can calculate his 
proportions. Did he hava saddle when he rode 
the storm, or did he ride bareback? Did he wear 
spurs? Since you are on such intimate terms with 
the great monarch of the skies, would it not be a 
grand scheme for you to put him on exhibition at 
the World’s Fair and hav him ride the storm booted 
and spurred before the assembled multitude? 
Wouldn't it be a grand spectacle to see him walk 
up and down the lake? Heston would be there 
and giv us a picture from real life. 

And then would it not be well to hav him per- 
form a few miracles? Not of turning water into 
wine, or rods into serpents, or of making the lame 
walk or the blind see; there is too much of the 
thimblerig about such performances. But hav 
him call the dead from their graves. I presume 
their old friends would be glad to see them. I 
would not hav him turn all the water of Lake 
Michigan into blood; but just let him try his hand 
on a mile square out in front of the Exposition. 
Such an exhibition would attract visitors from every 
quarter of the globe, and help to make up the loss 
whieh will be sustained by closing the gates. on 
Sundays. After such a demonstration there 


wouldn’t be an Atheist on the ground. 
knee would bow and every tongue confess,” and 
your fame, Mr. Talmage, would be heralded to the 
utmost corners of the earth. 


mercy? 


He knows more about God and his’ 


If God is the. 


« Every 


Bring us nearer to this God, Mr. Talmage, that 


we may study him more closely. There is too much 
that we do not understand. You say he is a God 


of mercy, possessed of all knowledge and power. 


And yet he created the animals and knew that a 


part of thera would be the natural food of another 
part, and that the most savage and ferocious would 
claw and tear the most innocent and helpless. If 
he had all knowledge and power, where is the 
If God did these things, the “claw” and 
“tear” must hav been in him. He plows up the 
solid crust of the earth with an earthquake and 
thousands perish. Does not this look like bringing 
human beings into existence only to destroy them ? 


Where is his mercy? 


I had just finished this paragraph when an even- 


ing paper was brought in giving an account of an 


earthquake in one of the Mediterranean islands, 
which shattered the buildings and killed and 
wounded hundreds of people. What did he do 
that for? If he is fond of earthquakes why did he 
not get up one in mid-ocean, where it would not 
endanger human life? The general effect would 
hav been far grander. I should think he would hav 


been as much pleased with the splashing water as 


with the shattered buildings and the groans of the 
wounded and dying. Perhaps he had been taking 
a “little” for his stomach’s sake. 

He touches a slow match to a voleano, and gets 
a safe distance away, and then lets it belch forth 
and bury cities out of sight under thelava. Such 
an act of perfidy would condemn any human being 
to everlasting infamy. He sends terrific storms, 
and knows that vessels will go to the bottom 
freighted with human beings. Yet he givs them 
no warning before they start: on their voyage, 
neither will he lessen the fury of the storm. Does 
he possess all knowledge—does he possess all 
power? Then get down on all fours like spaniels 
and bark and howl to this celestial savage, who 
does not do as well as he knows or as well as he 
can. ‘And he drove the inhabitants out of the 
valley, but could not drive them out of the mount- 
ain because they had chariots of iron.” Where is 
his almighty power? Cut another notch in the 
tally-stick. “And it repented him that he had made 
man.” Should a being possessed of all knowledge 
do a job in such a bungling way that he would re- 
pent of doing it? Don’t forget to tally. 

Why bring such a monster as Probst into exist- 
ence, knowing that he would murder a whole family, 
including helpless children? He lived but a little 
while, was a curse to his kind, and dropped into an 
eternal hell, where the worm dieth not and the fire 
is not quenched. Put almighty power into the 
hands of a being who makes such blundering calcu- 
lations and who could tell what would come next? 
Who would trust a man who is just as apt to sink 
the boat as to land you gafe on shore? 

Think of the condition of the human family. Up 
to the time of Christ all the countless millions 
were created for no other purpose than to keep up 
the fires in hell. And Christ has not made our 
prospect much brighter; for, according to the 
creed, the multitude are to be damned, the few only 
saved: 

Broad is the road that leads to death, 
And thousands flock together there, 
While wisdom shows a narrow path 

With here and there a traveler. ` 

If there is no way on earth or among men 
whereby the human family can be saved, then 
nineteen-twentieths of the race were brought into 
existence only to be damned, for there is that por- 
tion who never did and never will hear of a savior. 

Christians claim that whichever way we turn our 
eyes we see the work of a designing hand. But 
does not the plan of bringing a great proportion 
of the race into existence only to send them to hell 
show that the designer is on a level with the most 
brutal savage? I hav no use for such a God. 

Assuming that the workings of nature are but 
the designs of God, is there not about as much 
reason to blame as to praise? If we praise God 
for an abundant harvest, should we not with as 
much reason blame him when he sends the drouth, 
the flood, and the famin ? 

Is it not plain that if there is a being who has all- 
power and who presides over the affairs of this 
world, he must be pleased with what we suffer, or 
he would order things in such a way that we would 
not suffer ? 

Some day it will be made known that there is no 
power on high who is affected by what we suffer, 
who sees our troubles or sympathizes with us in 
any way. That supposed power is deaf to our 
cries, blind to our condition, dumb to our en- 
treaties. The race is a blind ehance. Man is a 
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creature of circumstances governed by the condi- 
tions of birth, environment, and other influences 
beyond his control. There is no imaginary hell 
to punish a man for what he cannot help, no imag- 
inary heaven to reward him for what he is com- 
pelled to do. To us there was no existence before 
this life commenced. There will be no existence 
after this life ceases. God's angels and devils are 
creatures of the human imagination ‘and their sup- 
posed attributes are but the reflection of the love, 
fear, hatred, and revenge of the mind of man. 
The supernatural will pass away, the natural will 
be left. Joan Pecz. 
Naples, N. Y. 


The Cause in Washington. 


The following extract from a synopsis of the 
farewell sermon of Evangelist Brown, of the 
Baptist church, givs evidence of the spirit that 
actuates the clergy. The remarks of Brown were 
heartily indorsed by the ministers of the Minis- 
terial Alliance: 

The address of the afternoon was made by Evangelist 
Brown on the subject ‘‘The Home, the School, Temper- 
ance, and Good Government.” 

The saloon is a school for the prison and the brothel. 
It is a hot-bed of the gambling-den, and leads on to 
defalcation and forgery. It is the source of irreligion 
and Infidelity. 

The home must be protected, the public schools must 
be protected. I say to Romanism, ‘‘ Hands off the pub- 
lic schools!” I say:to Infidelity, ‘‘ Hands off the public 
schools!” The leaders of the Infidel Club of this city hav 
been terrorizing the schoolteachers who hav been singing 
Christian hymns in their schools. A man who would do 
this in the South would not be permitted to remain in 
the community. 

What are the facts? A large number of the 
members of the Washington Secular Union are 
total abstainers. A majority of themembers of the 
Tacoma Secular Union are earnest temperance work- 
ers. 

No genuin Infidel can possibly be a drunkard, 
for the one great principle of Liberalism is justice; 
the first lesson, “ Make heaven for yourself, for 
your loved ones, by promoting the happiness of all 
around you.” The drunkard makes a hell for him- 
self, a hell for his home; instead of promoting the 
happiness all around him he destroys it. The as- 
sertion that Infidelity promotes intemperance is a 
foul calumny, scarce justified by Rom. iii, 7, but 
worthy of the clergy who, until Infidels raised agi- 
tation by advocating abstinence, indulged in a 
drunken orgie at every ordination and convocation, 
in obedience to the teaching of God’s holy word 
(Prov. xxxi). 

The statistics of the state prison prove that the 
Sunday-school is far ahead of the saloon in supply- 
ing criminals, even according to the public declara- 
tions of Dr. Buckley, editor of the Christian 
Advocate, the great Methodist organ. 

The avowed Christians who were regular attend- 
ants at Sunday-school in their youth fill our pris- 
ons and penitentiaries, while Infidelity is without a 
representativ. 

There hav been a few instances of some Bible- 
kickers, graduates of Sunday-school and church, 
who, disgusted on account of real or fancied injury, 
denounce Christianity, but hav never evoluted 
from its teachings far enough to make application, 
much less to be admitted,as members of any Sec- 
ular Union, having landed in state prison; but 
cases even of such miscalled Infidels are few and 
far between. 

RELIGIOUS EXERCISES IN PUBLIC SCHOOLS. 

Protestants generally, and none more fiercely 
than Brown and the members of the Ministerial 
Alliance, would denounce the using of the Douay or 
Roman Catholic Bible in our public schools. To 
offer prayers to the Virgin Mary or to sing parts of 
high mass would render them frantic in efforts to 
suppress what they would denounce as gross out- 
rages. They do not realize that the use of the Prot- 
estant Bible, prayers, and revival hymns is just 
as objectionable, just as outrageous to the Catholic, 
Jew, and Liberal, and that they owe to the efforts 
of the Washington Secular Union protection from 
objectionable religious exercises and instruction in 
our publics schools, and they now show their grati- 
tude by desiring to drive us out of the community, 
together with all who are not as bigoted and fa 
natical as themselvs. 

CHARLESWORTH BRADEN DISCUSSION. 

The shameless duplicity and lack of honor of the 
best educated of the Seattle clergy were exemplified 
at the Charlesworth Braden discussion. The 
Ministerial Alliance made the arrangements—that 
is, they appointed a committee to act for Braden 
and decide conditions of the debate. On the last 
night, witnessing the utter and complete defeat of 
Braden and the disgust of the audience, including 
even the Campbellites, up serenely bobs Rev. Mr. 


George. president of the Seattle Ministerial Alli- 
ance, and announces that the Ministerial Alliance 
never had indorsed Braden; that Braden was sim- 
ply and only the representativ of the Camp- 
bellite church. 

They repudiated Braden because of his defeat, 
but how they would hav insisted on a full share of 
the honor and glory. had Braden met success in- 
stead of utter and overwhelming defeat. 

The Christians could hardly reconcile the public 
repudiation of Braden, after the Alliance had ap- 
pointed a committee to arrange debate; and so 
Rev. Mr. George had to publish in the Post-Intelli- 
gencer an equivocation attempting justification of 
his course, in which, although one of the most bit- 
ter haters of Roman Catholics, he lauds the silly 
sophisms and slush of Father Lambert, and givs 
a Roman Catholic publisher's address and recom- 
mends purchase of the Roman Catholic priest 
Lambert's attempted defense of Christianity—a 
tacit confession that all Protestant ministers’ efforts 
in that direction had proved utter failures; and 
to-day the Ministerial Alliance sneak behind the 
skirts of a Catholic priest’s frock as their only ref- 
uge and defense from the assaults of the boy- 
Infidel, Charlesworth. 

SUNDAY LAWS. 

The Olympic Theater continues to be well pat- 
ronized every Sunday evening, and our prosecut- 
ing attorney Snell asks the Ministerial Alliance and 
the city council, “Why is it unlawful to hav vocalists 
and musicians exercise their art in one building, 
and right, praiseworthy, and lawful in another? 
Why should it be made acrime for one man to 
draw on his imagination and by impassioned dec- 
lamation appeal to the emotions of the audience 
in one building, and yet be a virtue if done in 
another building?” 

TACOMA SECULAR UNION—PAINE CELEBRATION. 

The most severe snowstorm that perhaps ever 
raged in the Sound country was at its worst on 
Sunday afternoon and evening, January 29th. 
Most of the churches shut their doors. The snow 
was two to three feet deep, street-cars were blocked, 
and even the cable-cars unable to run, while the 
snow fell and was whirled around in the chilling 
wind that pierced to the very marrow. Yet over 
one hundred ladies and gentlemen assembled at 
Germania Hall and greatly enjoyed the “Paine 
celebration.” The dramatic class of the Tacoma 
Secular Union made its debut and achieved grand 
success. The lecture of Mrs. F. C. Reynolds on 
“The Services of Thomas Paine in Behalf of Lib- 
erty ” was listened to with absorbing interest, and 
punctuated with enthusiastic applause. A general 
desire is expreseed for a repetition of the entire en- 
tertainment. : 

EXEMPTION OF CHURCH PROPERTY FROM TAXATION. 

Ihav areliable party watching legislativ action 
atOlympia. I paid one visit to the capital, and shall 
go there as soon as our petition is presented. 

I hay distributed two thousand petitions through- 
out the state, leaving out all but constitutional 
objections, so that all Christians who favor justice 
can freely sign it. I hav had five thousand letters 
to Senators and representativs printed, urging 
them to use their influence and vote to secure 
amendment and repeal of all exemption of church 
property from taxation. 

The work of filling out 5,000 letters and mailing 
them to all parts of the state is very heavy, but I hav 
labored night and day, and now, if all Liberals will 
do the little “all they can to help,” our success is 
certain. C. B. REYNOLDS, 

Sec. Washington Secular Union. 

Tacoma, Wash. 


The Freethought Federation of America. 


(Headquarters, 345 West Randolph street, Chicago, Tl. 
S. P. Putnam, president; John R. Charlesworth, secre- 
tary; George L. Robertson, treasurer. ] 


THE DEBATE WITH BRADEN. 
Owing to the somewhat severe and unprecedented 
snowstorms we hav experienced during the past 
two weeks on this Pacific coast the trains hav all 
been delayed and the Eastern mails hav been a few 
days late. This has prevented me from getting 
my mail matter as regularly as usual. So friends 
will please excuse the seeming neglect occasioned 
by my long delay in answering their correspondence. 
I am overjoyed to state that the much talked-of 
interest manifested by the Freethinkers in the 
Federation has not relaxed, nor even dec: eased, in 
its ardor; but on the contrary, their enthusiasm is 
still increasing rapidly and perceptibly, and we feel 
more confident than ever of the great success that 
will follow our footsteps in the work of the Federa- 
tion. 
Upon my arrival at Barlow, Ore., I found two 
large packages of letters awaiting me. Among 
them were letters from friends who were interested 


in our work and had made application for further 
instructions concerning our principles and objects. 
Others contained lists of names for membership, 
which are causing our roll of members to increase 
beyond our most sanguin expectations. Others 
again had large World’s Fair petitions inclosed, 
which hav been forwarded to the place where they 
are needed and likely to do the most good. And 
again, otters of our friends had inclosed a little of 
the “sinews of war,” by which we are alone enabled 
to keep up our fight against bigotry. Among those 
who hav so generously contributed to our funds are: 
R. Butterfield, Sacramento, Cal., $5; G. A. Cooper, 
Nevada City, Cal., $3.50; J. Josephs, Pittsburgh, 
Pa, $1; L. L. Babbit, Bushnell, Ill., $1. Total, 
$10.50. We can assure our friends, who hav nobly 
helped usin this movement, that the money given 
shall be spent in useful work—in the distribution 
of Freethought literature. We hav $100 worth 
printed for the use of the Federation, and anyone 
desiring copies of our constitution with blank at- 
tached for signatures and other leaflets for free dis- 
tribution may hav the same by applying to me. 


The fourth night of my debate opened as usual, 
but differing from the others inasmuch as I was 
in the afirmativ now, being on the second proposi- 
tion. I commenced this side of the debate with a 
criticism and an investigation of the evidences 
afforded us for the belief in the existence of God. 
Instead of dealing with my arguments he com- 
menced to read a prepared essay which had no 
bearing upon the subject at all. He utterly refused 
to discuss them, telling the audience that “it was 
his intention to entirely ignore my arguments ”—an 
admission which showed his utter inability. to 
grapple with the proposition we were discussing. 
He resorted again to the flagrant abuse and con- 
ducted himself in such a manner as to receive the 
sneers and contempt of his audience. He quibbled 
and squirmed to extricate himself from his un- 
fortunate predicament, but he was on a quagmire 
and every step taken put him deeper into the 
“Slough of Despond.” He has been well described 
as a veritable “ mud-slinger,” and his capacity in 
that relation is unequaled by any other individual 
upon the surface of the globe. 

He gnashed and ground his teeth with rage and 
pouted his lips with anger and disdain. 

The fifth night was a repetition of the fourth, and 
his language was too filthy to be described. Its 
very nauseousness must be its own protection, for 


few people of decent feelings would like to disturb 


so foul and so prurient a pool. I hurled back his 
slanierous abuse at him, which was the means of 
completely bringing him into submission. On the 
closing night he uttered the most flagrant falsehoods 
and base equivocations, which he calls “ debating.” 
He then read the copy of a letter challenging me 
to repeat the debate, which he had given to me a 
day or so previously, and which I still hav in my 
possession, and giv here below: 


Srarrue, Wasa., Feb. 1, 1893. 
J. R. CHARLESWORTH: Your adherents are already 
boasting, in Seattle and Tacoma, of the great victory that 
you are achieving. Such boasts are being sent abroad. 
To expose the insincerity of such boasting, and to forever 
end them, and all such false statements as you and the 
Tacoma Infidels made yesterday to Mr. Dunlap, I hereby 
challenge you to repeat this debate (in which you are 
achieving such a Victory) in Tacoma, ov precisely the 
same terms as we are now debating in Seattle. That the 
Ministerial Association in Tacoma do precisely what the 
Ministerial Association in Seattle did. That you accept 
it as you did similar action of the Ministerial Association 
in Seattle. This challenge ends all such boasting and all 
such false statements as were made to Mr. Dunlap. If 
you do not accept, in writing, this challenge before the 
close of the service on Saturday night, February 4th, I 
will read this communication to the audience and expose 

your back-out and the back-out of the Tacoma Infidels. 

Yours, CLARK BRADEN. 


This letter is sufficient in itself to show the way 


‘| in which the debate terminated, and which side got 


the better of it. Observe, that in his ungentlemanly 
manner he did not even display the common cour- 
tesy of addressing me as “Dear Sir,” and at this 
time we were debating together upon the platform. 
It is needless for me to say that I ignored his 
“challenge” until he read the above letter to the 
audience; when I read the following letter to show 
who wanted to back out of the debate after the first 
night: 
. Srarrun, Wasa., Jan. 31, 1893. 

J. R CHARLESWORTH, Dear Sir: You will remember 
that we pledged ourselvs to assume the financial respon- 
sibility of the debate. Pay the loss if a failure, take the 
profits if a success. 

You may hav one hundred dollars to waste as your 
share of the two hundred dollars it will take to run the 
debate. I hay not. i 

I propose to accept the inevitable. Adjourn the deba’e 
until we are sure of a fair chance to be heard. i 

Tf there are men in Seattle who would be so foolish as to 
pay twenty-five dollars per night for the Armory in such 
weather as this, I will not be so foolish to stand, shivering 
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n an overcoat, to talk to them, shivering so they cannot 
ear. 

We will not hav one hundred out if we attempt to 
speak to-night. We cannot get an audience together to- 
night, nor this week. I propose to use common sense. 
Accept the inevitable. Adjourn until one can fieure 
right and hav a chance to succeed. Let us adjourn un- 
til the committees can assure us that we hav a chance to 
do something. ` : 

1. The weather must be such that people will attend. 
I will wait until such is the case. : 

2. The committees attend to their business, and ad- 
vertise properly. That has not been done. 

3. The Armory secured for one week, without inter- 
ruption. 

When this is done, I am ready to go on. But will not 
before it is done. , 

I insist that it be done, thoroughly done. And I in- 
sist that the debate be resumed-—when it is done—with- 
out failure, 

I want no failure in the debate arrangements. No fail- 
ure to hay the debate. 

No failure when it is held in anything connected with 
it. Yours, CLARK BRADEN. 


‘I declined to accept his challenge, saying that «I 
only debated with gentlemen,” and I proceeded to 
read a letter sent to R. J. Wilson, of Seattle, by G. 
H. Walser, of Liberal, Mo. 

As soon as I had mentioned the name of G. H. 
Walser, this “reverend ” gentleman was instantly 
upon his feet with an objection, saying that the letter 
was a personal attack, and asked the chairman to 
rule it out of the debate. 
story it was going to tell. 
requireth no accusin2” and his heart trembled before 
the exposure that was to follow. The chairman, 


however, ruled it out of the debate, and I was com- 
pelled to subm't to his ruling, but I announced to 
my audience that I would read it aloud to them at 
The promis was 
kept, and I read it, whereat a murmur could be 


my lecture the following night. 


distinctly heard passing through the audience. 


The letter spoke of Braden’s extradition from 


Nebraska to Missouri, of his arrest by the sheriff, 


and his subsequent answer in a criminal court to a 
charge of felony. This letter tamed the rascal. He 
almost begged of me to be merciful with him, and 
asked me not to make the contents of that letter 
The best answer to giv bim was, “Do 
unto others as ye would hav them do unto you.” 
Here was a mar who had defamed the memory of 


public. 


. every Freethinker he could name, living and dead, 


and now that he was caught like a rat in a trap, he 
implored that I should show him mercy. The best 
mercy that I would show him would be to drive him 
off the earth. The man is not a debater, he can 
not even giv a fair lecture; all his utterances are 
read from manuscript, and that is filthy enough, but 


when he leaves that he becomes worse. At the 


conclusion of the debate the audience congratulated 


me upon the success that had been achieved, while 


the representativ of the Ministerial Alliance of 


Seattle was completely ignored. 
Joun R. CHARLESWORTE, 


Sec. Freethought Federation of America. 
e 
Liberal Societies. 

Prof. Felix Adler resumed his lecturing in 
Chickering Hall last Sunday, his subject being 
“ Shall the World’s Fair be Opened on Sunday?” 
The lecture was begun by telling an incident illus- 
tratiny the questionable methods employed by those 
who are working to keep the Fair closed on Sunday. 
In order to understand the question thoroughly, 
the professor said, it was necessary to know some- 
thing of the history of the observance of the Sab- 
bath. The custom arose in Chaldea; it was borrowed 
by the Hebrews, who hav transmitted it to the 
Christians. The Chaldeans were great astronomers, 
and while they worshiped both the sun and moon 
they paid especial attention to the latter. It was in 
accordance with this respect for the moon that it 
was decreed that the seventh, the fourteenth, the 
twenty-first, and the twenty-eighth days of the 
month should be set aside for moon-worship. No 
work was done on those days from the fear that the 
moon-god might become angered at man’s thus dis- 
playing his powers and independence. From the 
inscriptions we learn that no flesh could be cooked 
on that day, no medicins administered, and no festiv 
garments worn. “It is the Chaldean element that 
must be eliminated from the Sabbath, leaving us 
the American Sabbath, the day of rest and recrea- 
tion.” That there should be one day of rest, the 
professor said, is an absolute necessity. The 
directors of the World’s Fair ha¥ promised that the 
men who work on Sunday will get a day off during the 
week. Professor Adler then dwelt on the necessity 
of opening the Fair on Sunday, and the benefits 
that would accrue to the people at large. He also 
spoke of the good that might be accomplished by 
influential men organizing societies to help reduce 
the expenses of workingmen who wished to visit the 


Fair. 
Next Sunday Professor Adler will lecture on “Is 


it true that Virtue is its own reward, and Evil- 
doing its own punishment?” 


admirable lecture on “ Liberty and Morality” by 
W. S. Bell. 
In opening the lecturer said: 


may become a joy; but without it life is one pro- 
longed sorrow. We all sigh for liberty. 


He knew what kind of a 
A “guilty conscience 


Minor Mentions. 


The revival season is upon us and many back- 
sliders will be stricken down with annuals again. 
* 


The meeting-rooms of the Newark Liberal 
League were well filled last Sunday to listen to an 


If the great apostle Paul bad married some nice 
girl who loved him he would not hav been half 
such a crank about women. 

The reason why angels do not appear to apostles 
and ministers nowadays is on account of the 
chances they would hav to take of being wronged. . 


Mr. Henry Bird presided as usual. 
With it life 


“Every human heart loves liberty. 


We all 
struggle for it; it is the thing that the poor and 
oppressed of all nations pray for. Tne down- 
trodden of every country hav lightened their 
burdens by trusting to a coming day of deliverance. 
The captiv and prisoner hav soothed their pains by 
fondly dreaming of liberty. No degradation and 
oppression hay been so great as to extinguish the 
hope of the human heart. How greatly mankind 
has been crushed! Slavery of some sort seems 
always to hav been the lot of mankind. A few hav 
always lived off the many. The few who managed 
to become chiefs or kings got rich. The multitude 
became toilers and slaves and lived in poverty and 
wretchedness. The king claimed them bodily as 
his subjects and as soldiers—to work for him and 
to go to battle for him whensoever he willed. 
The priest claimed. them as his mental slaves The 
poor votary must often visit the-sacred temple. 
He must pray often and sing praises often to the 
gods for making him a poor miserable being, and 
must combine songs and praises, lest they should 
visit him in wrath. He must pay tithes of all he 
possesses. We can hardly imagin the wretched- 
ness of the slaves in the earlier stages of human 
existence. If'it had not been that the poor 
wretches knew so little about real happiness, they 
could not hav endured their misery. But the 
primitivness or undeveloped character of human 
nature and its environments produced a stolid and 
rude people. Their feelings were not keen. They 
knew nothing about any other conditions than 
those they were in. It is true they saw the king 
and priest liv in superior conditions, but then they 
were divine agents—the chosen ones of God. 
They were divinely commissioned. Thus the poor 
people hav always toiled and slaved for church and 
state. At times they hav protested—hav resisted 
taxation and imposed beliefs, but king and priest 
hav compromised, usually in mere words, while the 
burdens would remain nearly the same. 

The lecturer then spoke on morality. He said 
that “man’s guide—his moral standard, was the 
consequences of his actions.” Among those who 
spoke after the lecturer were Mr. Parker, Mrs. 
Smith, Mr. Brill, and Mr. Sexton. 

Next Sunday, T. B. Wakeman will lecture on 
« What the World Owes to Charles Darwin.” 


Never wait for God to do anything for you if you 
are in a hurry to hav it done. It is surer, safer, 
cheaper, and much more satisfactory all round to 
do it yourself. 


— 

Oxz of the things on which they [Jesuits] most 
prided themselvs, was introducing themselvs into 
the houses of the great in their last illness, as em- 
bassadors of God, to open to them the gates of 
hcaven without their previously passing through 
purgatory. Under Louis XIV. it was considered as 
having a bad aspect, it was unfashionable and dis- 
creditable, to die without having passed through 
the hands of a Jesuit; and the wretch, immediately 
alter the fatal scene had closed, would go and 
boast to his devotees that he had just been con- 
verting a duke and peer, who, without his protec- 
tion, would hav been inevitably damned. The dy- 
ing man might say: “By what right, you college 
excrement, do you intrude yourself on me in my dy- 
ing moments? Was I ever seen to go to your cells 
when any of you had the gangrene or fistula, and 
were about to return your gross and unwieldy bod- 
ies to the earth? Has God granted your soul any 
rights over mine? Do I require a preceptor at the 
age of seventy? Do youcarry the keys of paradise 
at your girdle? You dare to call yourself an em- 
bassador of God: show me your patent. And if 
you hav none, let me die in peace. No Benedictine, 
Chartreux, or Premonstrant comes to disturb my 
dying moments; they hav no wish to erect a trophy 
to their pride upon the bed of our last agony; they 
remain peacefully in their cells ; do you rest quietly 
in yours; there can be nothing in common between 
you and me.” A comic circumstance occurred on a 
truly mournful occasion, when an English Jesuit, of 
the name of Routh, eagerly strove to possess him- 
self of the last hour of the great Montesquieu. 
“ He came,” he said, “to bring back that virtuous 
soul to religion ;” as if Montesquieu had not known 
what religion is better than a.Routh; as if it had 
been the will of God that Montesquieu should 
think like a Routh! He was driven out of the 
chamber, and went all over Paris exclaiming, “ I 
hav converted that celebrated man; I prevailed 
upon him to throw his ‘Persian Letters’ and his 
‘Spirit of Laws’ into the fire.” Care was taken to 
print the narrativ of the conversion of President 
Moutesquieu by the revererd father Routh, in the 
libel entitled “The Anti-Philosophiec Dictionary.” 
— Voltaire. 


A young man’s debating club has been started in 
Newark. Most of the members are Freethinkers, 
and the subjects debated will always be those likely 
to interest Freethinkers. At the next meeting, 
held Saturday evening, March 11th, Mr. Henry 
will lead the discussion, the subject being “ Flowers 
and their Origin.” 


*We hav already observed, that no one ventured to 
drive him away; he attended at the instant of the death 
of Montesquieu to steal his papers: in this he was pre- 
vented ; but he took his revenge on the wine, and was at 
length carried away dead drunk to his convent.—/’rench 

va. 


—>— 
Resolutions. 
Wuerzas, The Constitution of the United States 


and the constitution of the state of Minnesota ex- 
pressly forbid any enactment tending to favor any 


9. 
Lectures and Meetings. 
JOHN R. CHARLESWORTH’s lecture appointments are: 


religion in preference to another, and Selma, Cal. Mar. 1-3/Tuceon, Ariz. Mar. 23-26 
Wuereas, The first day of the week has been set Tulare, an bn Trinidad, gory, ae Ei p 
aside by certain religious denominations as their | p) Monte, a "9 | Canon City, “ e 5, 6 
Sabbath day, be it therefore Savanah, «© 4011) Denver, ke 8, 9 
Resolved, That the members of the Crookston ane Ana, «os 12! Boulder, os ‘10-12 
i . range. 18, 14 | Ellswort. an. 18-20 
Freethought League believe any and all enactments | pranga do, «© into! , 


tending to enforce said Sabbath day are favoring the 
establishment of religion, and therefore are in 
violation of said constitutions which we consider 
the fundamental law of the state and nation, and 


MR. F'RANELIN STEINER will start on a lecture trip East 
the middle of March. His appointments, so far as 
settled upon, are: 


therefore most emphatically protest against any Des Moines, Ia. Mar. 5 Chicago, Ti]. Mar. 26 
such legislation either state or national, and be it | Pella, ce a, 22 | Springfield, « a7 

g ? Marcus, fc 15-18 Lytchfield, ‘* ‘* 28,29 
further Clinton, « *€ 90-99 | Cincinnati, O. April 2 


Resolved, That we consider the act of Congress 
of last year closing the World’s Columbian Exposi- 
tion on Sunday as unconstitutional and condemn 
the same as a usurpation of the righis of a free and 


He is open for engagements on his return, in Michi- 
gan, Illinois, Indiana, and Iowa. 
S. P. Pornam’s lecture appointments: 


A ` A s | Savannah, Ga. Mar. 1, 2) I't. Fairfield, Me. Mar. 24,31 
confiding people, and further be it f Jacksonville, Fla. “4 5| Montreal, >° April 2 9 
Resolved, That we look upon the action of the | indian River,“ “7,13 | Boston, te 16 
World's Fair committee in not allowing the ques- | Ocals, “© 18,19| Cincinnati, ll. “ 23 


tion of “Sunday opening” to be argued from a 
constitutional standpoint as despotic and arbitrary, 
and unworthy the representativs of the Amorican 
people. i 
Unanimously adopted by the Crookston Free- 
thought League of Crookston, Minn., Feb. 18, 1893. 
Orr E. Hagen, Secretary. 
Eras STEENERSON, President. 


Ar the Newark Libera] League, 177 Halsey street, 
corner of Market, Sunday afternoon, March 5th, at 3 
o’clock, Thaddeus B. Wakeman, of New York, will lecture 
on ‘‘ What the World Owes to Charles Darwin.” 

Pror. W. S. Brur’s address is 312 State street, Chi- 
cago, Ill., in care of Wilson’s bookstore. He will answer 
calls to lecture, and tuke the names of subscribers to 
THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
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Letters of Friends. 


A Friend Interested, Studious, and 
Helpful. è 

Meniwen, Conx., Jan. 29, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: I received your books OK. 
They are just the thing for people to read 
that uses a little common sense. I ama 
believer in Spiritualism, but no Spiritual- 
ist because I do not think I am good or 
perfect enough, but I am trying to do the 

` best I can. 

Well, I hav said enough, so I will send 
for three more books. I did not notice 
` them when I sent before or I should hav 

sent in that order. Epwarp M. RADER. 


Christians Who Read This Book Will 
Leave Their Courses. 
Antrim, N. H., Jan. 29, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: J hav received the Bible 
Picture Book all right, and it is just what 
the good Christians should hav and read. 
Then, if there was one particle of shame 
jn them they would turn their attention to 
sometbing different from what they all 
practice. For, as one of their tribe said, 
when he was arraigned before a court for 
bad conduct with the women of his church, 
they all do it more or less; and he told 
the truth and shamed the devil for having 
one of his children tell the truth about the 
gang. I distribute all of my papers 
around, and show the fine passages of 
their blessed book to them whenever I 
get a chance. But they do not like to 
take the same medicin that they want 
other people to swallow. 

Respectfully yours, H. B. RALEIGH. 


Matter Did Not Exhibit Mind. 
CLARKSVILLE, Ja., Feb. 9, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: I desire to thank you and 
others, including Mr. Anderson, for the 
many excellent articles on the subject of 
evolution, and desire to say a few words 
in reply to Mr. Anderson’s letter in 
Tar Trora SEEKER of February 4th. 
In his former letter of inquiry he is 
not satisfied becanse in some particu- 
lars there remains to be given a solu- 
tion that has not been reached. What 
of that? Does it invalidate the over- 
whelming mass of testimony to the truth 
of evolution? What a sweeping declara- 
tion Mr. Anderson makes when declaring 
“that what you hav written does not in 
any degree whatever tend to disprove the 
existence of an intelligence coeval with 
matter; and proceeds, ‘‘It seems absurd 
to think of an unintelligent ocean of matter 
moving from cycle to cycle and all of this 
without thought.” But does Mr. Ander- 
son show its opposit? Does he show in 
what manner it is demonstrated that mat- 
ter in its primary condition evinces in- 
telligence or thonght? It is true it yields 
obedience to mechanical and chemical law, 
but so far as we know or can apprehend 
thought, it results from highly organized 
matter as exhibited on this earth and no- 
where else. Thought is an effect and 
found only in connection with living 
things. To be told that gravity or me- 
chanics or chemistry is thought in my 
opinion is absurd. No one will dispute 
with Mr. Anderson or Raymond that evo- 
lution can be set forth with or without 
affirming or denying divine agency, but 
the whole implication of evolution forbids 
and denies any such agency. Certainly 
Mr. Darwin did not call in the aid of a 
divine agency or thought, but rather says 
that life, such as it is and has been, is the 
result of conditions. ‘‘That evolution 
surely does not controrert the idea of a 
superintending intelligences.” Mr. An- 
derson ought to hav the benefit of his 
opinion. But the fact is, when one nnder- 
takes to account for the way things act in 
the universe by investing them with in- 
telligent power superior to and distinct 
from things acted on he is transcending 
all knowledge and trampling on all deduc- 
tions of science. Concluding, Mr. Ander- 
son says, ‘‘He doeg not like dynamic.” 
Why not?—perhaps for the same reason the 
devil is said not to like holy water. 

With very much respect I remain, 

E. Fowur. 


It Is Time to Rise. 
Muximrro, Wasu., Jan. 15, 1893. 
Eprtor: I believe the cause for 


Mr. 
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which you are working has no superlativ. 
Surelv, what could be more worthy than 
an act to promote liberty, and further the 
idea of progression and civilization? 

Itake pleasure in expressing my sym- 
pathy for you, especially in your efforts 
to hav the World’s Fair open on Sunday. 

Now that the government has usurped 
its power, violated the Constitution, and 
dictated to the people of Illinois how they 
shall spend their Sundays, as shown by 
their decision regulating the closing of 
the World’s Fair on Sunday; and all this 
in the face of the best wishes of the en- 
lightened people of the whole country, it 
follows that it is the duty of every person 
who loves liberty and country to rise up 
and protest against such indignities per- 
petrated against their freedom at the 
hands of our government officials who are 
so timid as to allow themselvs to be con- 
troled by bigots who revel in superstition, 
and who take delight and find comfort in 
following in the footsteps of their barba- 
rian ancestors. 

We would further say that a man could 
do the laboring man, who has no other 


day than Sunday for study and recreation, 
no greater injury than to use his vote or 
influence in such a manner as would de- 
prive him of the benefits to be derived 


from this wonderful entertainment and 


series of grand object-lessons afforded by 


the World’s Fair. 
For my part I am doing all in my power 


to help you along in your task, having 


sent Mr. Putnam a small sum of money, 


and now am getting subscribers to a pe- 
tition to Congress praying that the World's 
Fair shall be opened on Sunday. 
town is buta small place, but I hav suc- 
ceeded in getting the namesof almost 
everyone whom I hav asked, including 
even many church-members. 


Our 


You will please find inclosed money 
order for $4, for which please renew 
my subscription to Tue TRUTH SEEKER, 


and also send me a copy of the ‘‘ Free- 
thinkers’ Pictorial Text-Book ” in boards. 
I also wish my name enrolled as a mem- 
ber of the ‘‘ Freethought Federation of 
America,” for it is through this that I ex- 
pect grand results. 
will crown our efforts, I am, 


Hoping that success 


Yours for truth, PETER GRAVELLR. 


Some Deep-delving Theories. 
Minneaporis, Minn., Feb. 8, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: In your essays on as- 
tronomy and design, you seem to base 


your argument on the time it has taken 
for our globe to arrive at its present condi- 
tion upon the assumption that at first it 


was in a red-hot molten condition, and 
that if required millions of years to cool 
it'.and form a crust before it became in 
a fit condition for life. At which time 
most certainly there could be no life 
upon it. The assumption is a myth to 
begin with. All that can be said on the 
subject must be speculation, and no posi- 
tiv knowledge can be obtained by such 
method of argument. 

The Darwinian theory of the origin of 
species is of the same method of reason- 
ing, requiring untold aves of time to ac- 
complish the feat of changing one species 
to that of another, with no beginning for 
primal life, nor no ending of time for its 
accomplishment. 

Why not abandon all theoretical meth- 
ods of reasoning, since the facts show 


that no positiv knowledge or proof on any 


subject whatever can be obtained by it, 
that will be satisfactory to all, and adopt 
Newton’s method by taking some actual 
phenomena of nature, which she has actu- 
ally produced, and manifested the opera- 
tion to our senses, a8 her waysare uniform 
and abiding, and the way she produces 
one thing must be the way she produces 
all things? 

All things are alive when in their nativ 
condition. By induction primal matter 
must be alive, and is composed of only a 
very few substances in masses, being 
indestructible and of definit character. 
Nature, by the law of generation in com- 
bining them, shows that they are of the 
nature of characters, and that in combin. 
ing, it is only synthetizing subjects the 
same as the printer does from masses of 
characters of type, which principle is 
obtained from nature. 

We call the combining process growing. 
We know that all things on the earth grow 


‘was informed later on by telegram. 


when they are alive, and are the product 
of only a few characters, called elements. 
Nature’s laws being universal, why not all 
things in nature grow, and a product of a 
very few primal characters? Which, from 
their nature, character, and power, and 
being alive and definit, constitute them 
cause, law, and all the power there isin 
the universe to run it, and the éntire indi- 
vidual machinery belonging to it. 

The behavior of our elements suggests 
to chemistry that themselvs are com- 
pounds, even when they are deprived of 
such material as life, electricity, mag- 
netism, temperature. etc., which are 
always known to exist in them when in a 
living organism (machine), and they al- 
ways display their nature, their character, 
energy, force, motion, and sufficient power 
to run ell machines’ known—each machine 
generating and controling its own power 


in the general economy of ‘the whole 


down to the crystal, the cell, and atom. 
In all the elements, both primal and 
those belonging to our globe and its prod- 


ucts, as there is nothing else in the uni- 


verse, no one, to my knowledge, has ever 


claimed that of or in themselvs there was 
any intelligence or knowledge to be dis- 
covered except in the products of the ani- 


mal kingdom, which are synthetized sub- 


jects along way off from original char- 


acters. In combining our elements, 
chemistry informs us that they are always 
constant and consistent in their likes and 
hates, thus showing their nature and 
character. The product of their combi- 
nation is a sequence of their combination. 
Things hav got to be what they are, and 
there is no help for it. Fate is stamped 
upon all things. No design in nature is 
possible, for the reason that the elements 
of nature alone are the cause and the law 
governing the universe and all things in 
it, and they in their nativ condition are 
insensate. Believe me, 


Yours, etc., Gro. Davis. 


What Spirits Actually Do. 
Camp ALAMO, LOWER CALIFORNIA, Mex.,) 
Jan. 13, 1893. l 

Mr. Eprtor: I read in the next to the 
last issue the article by Mr. C. Severance 
on Spiritualism. I discover in the long 
array of misrepresentations one patent 
truth, and that is, that the truth is not 
injured by opposition. 

One would be led to think from his 
representations of Spiritualism that a 
spirit never had been known to announce 
his or her departure from the body to 
friends previous to the news reaching the 
friends by mail or telegram. Now, there 
is a medium within arm’s-length of me 
this moment who, while on a prospecting 
trip in Arizona, was informed by his spirit- 
mother of her demise in Ohio. He had 
had no correspondence with any of the 
family for a long time, and was not ex- 
pecting the event, hence he could not hav 
improvised it in his mind. The intelli- 
gence came with such force that he gave 
up prospecting and proceeded at once to 
Prescott, where he was told there was a 
letter awaiting him from one of the family, 
and that report corresponded in date with 
the spirit message. 

When I resided in Riverside, Cal., I was 
personally acquainted with a Mrs. Caleph, 
who was informed of the demise of her 
mother by the freed spirit at the same 
hour that it occurred in Minnesota, as she 


I also knew a Mr. Heap, of San Bernar- 
dino, who was informed of the departure 
from earth-life of his father in England— 
what day a letter would arrive giving the 
news and all the particulars concerning 
his father’s death. One item which no 
one would be very likely to conjure up 
in his mind was that the other heirs to the 
estate would manage to get in possession 
of all of the estate and prevent him from 
getting any of it. All the facts narrated 
by the spirit-father were found true to the 
letter, unwelcome as they were. 

These three persons! am well acquainted 
with, and their veracity is at par with all 
who know them. - 

Besides, anyone who reads the Spirit- 
ualist papers can see recorded every week 
instances where spirits relate all sorts of 
facts known to no one on earth at the time. 

Mr. Severance’s article shows conclusivly 
all the way through that he is not familiar 


with spirit manifestations of any phase. 

He calls spirit phenomena supernatural. 
Now, I will giv a handsome reward to any 
one of unquestionable veracity who ever 
heard a veteran Spiritualist speak of the 
phenomena as supernatural. 

It is amusing and disgusting to see those 
who never attended a séance in their lives 
attempt- to inform the public how spirit 
phenomena are produced, assume to know 
all about it, and those who hav witnessed 


phenomena hundreds of times, although 
they number millions of the best minds, 


are wholly incapable of judging what they 
see and hear. 

- It is the privilege of all who wish, to 
judge at long range and misrepresent even 
to the degree of being ridiculous; but we 


would think there is more wisdom in first 
investigating a subject before attempting 


to instruct the world at large on it. 
As ever, for truth, 
N. A. Proxens, M.D. 


No God Cares for Man. 


BELVIDERE, ILL., Feb. 6, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: It is well sometimes for a 
man to try to comprehend, or at least to 


make some feeble attempt to grasp, some 


idea about the immensity of space if for 
no other purpose than to teach him 
humility, his utter insignificance, and to 
disabuse his mind of that ccnceited 
notion that nature or any higher power 
ever bends to his self-esteem, his 
wishes, or his whims, or takes the least 
notice of him or his affairs whatever. 
For the purpose of knocking every particle 
of superfluous self-importance out of each 
of us let us consider some of the truths of 
astronomy. We are told by investigators 
of that science that the star called Sirius is 
that much larger than this earth that if its 
inhabitants (if there are any) are as large 
in proportion to that star as we are to this 
earth, this earth would only be to them 
about the size of a common apple; that if 
this earth was to fall on that star at the 
feet of one of its inhabitants he might 
look around in surprise and wonder who 
threw that stone at him. If he picked it 
up he might remark how cold it felt at 
each end and how damp it was on two of 
its sides; by putting on his spectacles he 
might notice a little roughness on the 
skin where the Rocky mountains and Alps 


are located; with his thumb he would un- 


consciously wipe out of existence the cities 
of Chicago, New York, and London. By 
means of these comparisons we get some 
notion of the utter insignificance of our 
planet when compared with countless 
millions of others that are floating in the 
immeasurable immensity of space. 

To go further, let us try to catch a faint 
idea of the supposed creator of all the 
starry host. We hav ofttimes been in- 
formed that he is omnipresent—that is, his 
person is boundless—in other words, he 
fills all space, but as it is impossible to 
comprehend all space we will only try to 
imagin his size to be that large that his 
eye alone is so vast that by placing to it a 
microscope of a million times greater 
power than any we possess and looking 
through it he could but barely discern this 
mighty Sirius. And yet infinit space is so 
vast that a million such deities might 
wander about it forever and never meet 
each other. 

Now, if we were to look into a large 
room which had been thoroughly cleansed 
and from which every article of furniture 
had been removed we would feel justified 
in saying that there was nothing in it. In 
like manner it would seem that this great 
deity (to whom in-size the greatest star 
would be but an invisible speck) would 
also be justified in saying that there 
was nothing in existence. To him moving 
throngh space with not a star visible to the 
eye it would still appear necessary to say, 
‘Let there be light.” Indeed, it would 
seem to the eye of deity in looking over 
the boundless fields of space that no 
natural law or even nature itself could be 
in existence. For where could a finger be 
put on such things as light, heat, force, or 
the laws of attraction, or in fact any pos- 
sible law of nature? By reflecting on this 
subject of unfathomable space, and the 
immensity of the omnipotent being that is 
supposed to fill it, onr minds irresistibly 
revolt at the thought and we find it im- 
possible to divest ourselvs of the impres- 
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sion that there has been a great mistake 
made about it. How can an intelligent 
being of such magnitude exist? And if 
he did, how could he possibly take any 
notice of man when it seems impossible 
that he could take any cognizance of even 
such mighty orbs as Sirius? If such a 
being exists, what mammoth gall and im- 
pertinence a man must be possessed of 
who claims to know anything about him. 
And yet there are such men. Their most 
ridiculous pretense we can only attribute 
to egotism, ignorance, knavery. It may 
be asked, what profit is it for us to thus en- 
deavor to grasp at that which is impossible 
for us to comprehend? Simply for the 
reason that we are constantly advised to 
seek and know this infinit being. By 
making the attempt we learn the useless- 
ness of the advice. And also to show 
us that by grasping at a God so large as 
to be useless we lose our grip of some 
smaller ones that might hav been of more 
utility. Oh, yes! a lesson we can learn 
by thus allowing our minds to dwell on this 
great subject of infinit space and the asser- 
tion of an infinit God. By balancing the 
pros and cons we are compelled to cry, 
‘“‘ Oh, this great God is far too big for us; 
a smaller one would suit our wants and 
wishes better. Then, O ye clergymen! do 
tell, hav ye a smaller God to giv us?” 

Hoping that some useful, loving one 
will goon be found, I remain, 

Yours, & truth seeker, 
Rozertr SWAI. 


Judicial Decisions Usurping Our Rights, 


Van Buren, ARK , Feb. 15, 1893, 

Mr. Eprror: How plain it is that the 
decision delivered Feb. 29, 1892, of the 
United States Supreme Court, making this 
a religious nation, has ignored the plain 
words of the Constitution snd the 
maxims of the patriotic framers of the 
Constitution and our republican form of 
government. 

Before the late war such men as Dallas, 
Taney, Wright, Clay, Cass, Webster, and 
a host of others thought the Constitution 
should be in the reach of every freeman; 
that it ought to be a text-book in our 
schools and colleges, and be found in the 
cabins of the poor as well as in the man- 
sions of the rich; and upon this depended 
the safety and perpetuity of our freedom; 
and to this end the Senate of the United 
States had printed tens of thousands of 
copies of the Constitution for free delivery, 
edited and prepared by W. Hickey. 

I hay the sixth edition before mé, and 
after the dedication of the people, the Con- 
gress, the president, and the Supreme 
Court of the United States, I find these 
**The Constitution in its words 
is plain and intelligible and is meant 
for the homebred, unsophisticated under- 
standing of our fellow-citizens. The 
people alone are the absolute own- 
ers and movers of such sovereignty as 
human beings can claim to exercise—subject 
to the eternal and unchangeable rules of 
justice, of truth, and good faith.” The 
moral law is out of its reach, sovereignty 
cannot violate that and be more justified 
than the humblest individual. And 
Thomas Jefferson, at his second inaugural 
address, said: ‘‘In matters of religion I 
hav considered that its free exercise is 
placed by the Constitution independent 
of the powers of the general government.” 
This is what the court ought to hav said, 
“That Congress could not prohibit the 
free exercise of religion.” But they went 
back to the commission of Ferdinand and 
Isabella, taking us back to the times of 
the horrid Inquisition, and the bigoted 
and intolerant colonial times, when they 
burnt witches and hanged Quakers. By 
this they hav tried to make the Constitu- 
tion sophistical, and stultified it, taking it 
out of the range of their fellow-citizens. 
For all of which I fully believe they should 
be impeached; and in former times I be- 
lieve they would hav been. The 
president-elect ought to recommend it in 
his inaugural, Hewny SHIBLEY. 


Spiritualism Again. 
Los ANGELES, CAL., Feb. 15, 1898. 
Mr. Eptror: In touching the subject of 
Spiritualism again, I would say to A. H. 
Frank that I did not use the words he 


quotes to my credit—that I was a Spirit- 
uslist only from having been reared by 
Spiritualist parents. My mind was in- 
fluenced by them and their positiv con- 
victions, the same as it would hav been 
against Spiritualism had they been soma- 
tists and used their influence in that di- 
rection; but the varied phenomena, of 
which I hav seen much, led me to believe 
in Spiritualism until reason, observation, 
and experience forced me to disbelieve 
that said phenomena were produced by the 
spirits of dead mortals. I distinctly said 
I had kad years of experience with spirit 
mediums, and yet A. H. Frank says, 
“not having investigated the evidences of 
Spiritualism, my belief had no foundation 
to rest on.” I hav seen many of the best 
and most noted mediums between Boston 
and San Francisco, and never failed when 
floating around the country, to attenda 
Spiritualist séance or hav a private inter- 
view with some medium, when I had a 
dollar in my pocket. I hav seen all the 
phenomena Mr. Frank refers to, and once 
had the privilege of embracing the fair 
but firm form of a ‘‘ materialized” female 
spirit, whose breath from the other shore 
indicated garlics for supper, or a bad case 
of indigestion. No, I hav not risen to 
deny the existence of phenomena, but to 
state a disbelief in the causes claimed for 
the effects; for I hold that the free 
expression of individual opinion is the 
equal right of the doubter as well as the 
believer. The immortality of the soul— 
that is, the vital force that animates the 
body, has ever been an open question, and 
is such to-day; for all men are not Spirit- 
ualists, nor believers through faith in the 
continuity of consciousness. When the 
whole world is convinced one way or the 
other, then doubt and discussion will 
cease, and not before. 

It is a favorit style of discussion with 
Spiritualists to bring in the weight of 
great names, and Hare, Crookes, Wallace, 
Zöllner, etc., hav been utilized so often 
for that purpose they hav become what is 
termed in vulgar parlance, chestnuts. 
All great men—great only in comparison— 
hav their weaknesses, and the belief in 
Spiritualism may be theirs for aught I 
know to the contrary. However, if the 
names of great men are arguments the 
other side might introduce a few, like 
Bradlaugh, Büchner, Huxley, Ingersoll, 
etc. But the question would not then be 
settled, so great names should not come 
between the conflict of facts, which must 
ultimately reveal the living truth. I 
much doubt whether the time will ever 
come when & dying man will depart any 
different than did Voltaire, by ‘‘a leap in 
the dark;” for absolute knowledge of an- 
other world and another life has never 
been demonstrated; and faith plays an im- 
portant part even in Spiritualism. All 
the Spiritualists I ever knew were con- 
tinually running after tests, and presum- 
ably to bolster up their belief; for con- 
victions seem to weaken in many cases, as 
a Methodist backslides when he gets out 
of the influences that roused his emo- 
tional insanity and made of him a convert, 
Spiritualists do not see spirits nor a spirit 


‘world, consequently they believe in them 


and it, through faith, engendered by 
phenomena that work upon the five 
senses.: What a ‘‘spirit” is composed of 
or a spirit world, no Spiritualist can tell, 
though they talk learnedly of ‘‘sublimated 
matter” that is indestructible, being a 
different kind, if so, than the matter that 
composes our physical bodies. Then 
back of this sublimated matter is some- 
thing else, they tell us, and that is the 
“soul,” which animates the spirit body 
and is utterly invisible in the spirit world, 
as it was when occupying a body of flesh 
and blood in thisone. Asked to define the 
composition of the soul, and they wisely 
declare it to be a ‘‘ principle,” and there 
they stop and leave us with a word that 
conveys no meaning to the senses, for 
back of ‘‘sublimated matter” even the 
imagination cannot go without running 
into nothing, and nothing is a very poor 
composition for a soul that thinks, moves, 
and inherits consciousness, ‘‘Gross and 
tangible matter” is aterm much used by the 
spiritual-minded, and many of these peo- 
ple with lofty conceptions of a soul and its 
destiny really profess to despise the body 
that mature has here given them and 


think eternal, unalloyed happiness will 
eventually be attained by passing into a 
spiritual body that shall constantly be- 
come more and more eternal, until some- 
where outin the limits of space, far, far 
from this ball of earth, their little cup of 
joy will bubble over, and what there is 
left of them will go on ‘‘ progressing” 
until the end of time and a while after. 
This is Spiritualism, and it is proved by 
tt phenomena that cannot be explained on 
any other basis than that of spirit com- 
munion,” we are told. 

Well, I once believed this nonsense of 
life eternal, of consciousness everlasting 
in an ethereal body like unto, in shape, the 
one I now feed and clothe; but reason has 
rejected it as too improbable for belief, 
and now I not only think, but expect, that 
consciousness will expire with the body 
that made its existence possible. 


It is said that one can be too skeptical 
as well as too credulous, but credulity has 
always led the human race into error, and 
has ever predominated over skepticism. 
Spiritualism opens up a fine field for 
credulity, and Spiritualists are, as a rule, 
just as credulous as a Catholic devotee, 
each swallowing about the same amount 
of nonsense, only of different kinds. 
Catholics believe in devils, and Spiritual- 
ists in obsessing spirits, and I once knew 
a very intelligent woman, on subjects per- 
taining to this world, who used to burn 
coffee to drive out from the honse ‘‘ dark 
spirits.” And she would use language 
more violent than complimentary . when 
holding audible but one-sided conversa- 
tion with them, as she often did. Her 
nervous system wasin a disordered siate 
from excesses not spiritual, and it required 
little to bring on hysterie conditions, 
when dark spirits were considered the 
cause. The nervous system is, as every- 
body knows, a most delicate and compli- 
cated affair, and I do not believe that a 
single case of so-called ‘obsession ever oc- 
curred to a person whose nervous system 
was in every way sound and healthy. 
Some of the worst physical wrecks I hav 
ever met were spirit mediums, and when 
hysterics and epileptic fits are considered 
desirable I should say mediumship would 
be. 

P. B. Randolph, the noted author and 
erratic genius whose name was once most 
prominent in the movement of. Spiritual- 
ism, left these words on record when his 
mind was in the zenith of its power, and 
long before he ended his own existence: ‘‘I 
turn with loathing and horror from the 
bare recollection, even, of my medium- 
ship.” 

Whatever mediumship is, one thing is 
certain, the mind is seldom in a normal 
or healthy condition, and to follow that 
vocation is to be unfitted for any 
other. Erratic, discordant inharmonious, 
and unsettled is the state of mind 
thatattends mediumship, and if ‘‘ medium- 
ship as a revelativ power is worthless,” as 
Randolph declared, it is hardly worth the 
penalty to be a medium. Mr. Frank asks, 
“ How are plants, minerals, birds, and 
small animals brought long distances and 
into a closed room?” I do not know. 
But for a hazardous guess should say, in 
your mind—same as Noah brought the 
animals for the ark. But I will call up P. 
B. Randolph, who was once 2 medium. 
His written words are these: ‘‘Jugglery 
has been so systematized in these days 
that not more than one so-called physical 
manifestation in fifty is to be relied on 
for what they purport to be.” Moral: 
Do not believe too readily or too much. 

While ready to admit that phenomenaare 
produced and do occur that I cannot ex- 
plain, some one else may later on, so I 
see no necessity to pronounce judgment 
at once by saying, ‘‘Spirits do it.” It is 
said that ‘‘by the aid of concave mirrors a 
figure can be projected upon the air so 
perfectly that one would swear it was a 
real person standing there and not an 
image.” Moral No. 2: Do not swear too 
soon. 

I will now ask Mr. Frank a question. 
On July 14, 1884, a young Jady was hyp- 
notized in Paris and told: ‘‘On Jan. 1, 
1885, at 10 A.M., you will see me. I shall 
come to wish you a Happy New Year. 
After that is done I shall immediately dis- 
appear.” On New Year’s day these two 
persons were separated by many miles 


and no other person knew anything of this 
hypnotic arrangement; still she told 
several persons that this party knocked at 
her door that day, came into the room, 
wished her a Happy New Year, and to her 
surprise disappeared. Query: Was she 
the victim of an illusion of the senses or 
did she see what Spiritualists would call a 
ghost? 

When a boy I had the cold chills of fear 
run over me many times from reading 
Robert Dale Owen’s ‘‘Footfalls on the 
Boundary of Another World,” but to-day 
I believe those terrifying tales, when true, 
to hav been founded on illusions of the 
senses, produced in what manner I do not 
know; and all the ghosts that ever haunted 
the imagination of mortal man I believe 
to hav been the produet of his own dis- 
ordered or hypnotized brain. Uncon- 
scious hypnotism, at a distance from the 
operator, without previous agreement, is 
an established fact, and when we consider 
the multiplicity of forces at work of which 
we know little and understand less, it is 
not necessary to create an imaginary 
world peopled with spooks to account for 
the mysterious or the seemingly marvel- 
ous. To place a spirit, unseen and invis- 
ible, back of that not clearly understood 
is genuin nonsense, and credulity should 
be restrained by those who recognize the 
value of reason. 

Mr. Frank tells us Edison is a medium, 
and somebody has discovered that Shak- 
spore was; but it is generally understood 
thet Edison .is a Theosophist—whatever 
that is—and the report of his mediumship 
needs confirmation. Many Spiritualists 
seem to consider all men as mentally equal, 
and where a man towers above his fellows 
in art, science, or literature, he is a 
‘‘medium” every time, Ingersoll has 
been included with ‘‘our brother Jesus” 
among the mediums and I learn that he 
could never write and speak as he does if 
not aided by the ‘‘invisibles.” He is to 
be congratulated on such able assistance, 
I hav a friend born with the gift of oratory 
the same as I was born with the faculty of 
sawing wood, and he recently delivered 
such a torrent of eloquence in an address 
prepared for the occasion that a good sis- 
ter who believesin the ‘‘invisibles” rushed 
up and congratulated him, saying: ‘You 
needn’t deny it any more. I saw ’em all 
around you!” 

It is an easy matter to claim that Pro- 
fessor Morse had spirit help in the inven- 
tion of telegraphy, but a little proof is 
always satisfactory in such cases. 

I am ready to believe all inventions and 
scientific discoveries are due to ‘‘spirits” 
when the existence of spirits is established, 
and men with no taste or talents for science 
or inventions are the ones who make the 
discoveries. Every genius in art, science, 
or literature has been a product of nature, 
and spirits hav had about as much to do 
with them as they hav in finding Charley 
Ross or saving the supposed dead from 
premature burials. 

Randolph said that ‘‘the agency of the 
higher class of spirits ceased with the dem- 
onstration of human existence beyond 
the grave, and whatever of lying and 
boasting followed or follows thereafter, 
must be set down to the private account 
either of spiritual or vainglorious or 
half-demented mediums.” I dislike to 
expose contradictions from a spiritual 
source, but it seems necessary when too 
much credit is bestowed on spirits. By 
the way, spirits, mediums, Spiritualists, 
and all who k~ow, are still disputing 
among themselvs as to the existence of 
animals in the spirit world; and latest re- 
ports showed thot they stood just where 
they did twenty years ago; some affirming 
with force and fervor that they do, and 
some asserting with vigor and vehemence 
that they do not, but are annihilated at 
death, as God tells us through Solomon. 

When they hav settled this important 
question among themselvs, I hope they 
will make renewed and successful efforts 
to eonvince the world that the spirit of 
man goeth upward and liveth forever. 
Meanwhile, as I wait for the evidence, I 
must continue to believe that when the 
vital force which animates our bodies of 
flesh and blood is extinct, mental activity 
will cease forever, and consciousness de- 
part as mysteriously as it came. 


O. SzvERance, 
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Children’s Gorner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wreon, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communica- 
tions for this Corner should be sent. 


“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
pange in the day’s occupations 


Comes a p 
is known as the Children’s Hour.” 


That is 


Flowers in Winter. 


O pinks and roses fair and gay, 

How bright you smile this winter day! 
Violets too, of azure hue, . 

Look wp, as if they almost knew : 
Their fragrance sweet would cheer and grace 
The very lowliest dwelling-place. 


O daisies modest as the spring, 

What good and gracious thoughts you bring! 
And hyacinths and lily-bells, 

You breathe of springtime’s grassy dells, 
When soft and warm the sun will shine 

And lift to life the flower and vine. 


Nestled within your bediof green, 

So beautiful in lustrous sheen, 

O flowers with palpitating life, 

With joys complete and blessings rife, 
You chase all cares and griefs away 
And winter clothe with charms of May. 


Still bud and bloom, O flowers bright, 

Like thoughts of infants, pure and white! 
In hearts and homes both far and near 
Leave thy glad brightness and good cheer; 
Thy thousand tongues with word and smile 
Shall many weary hours beguile. 


Susan H. Wrxon. 
tf —— 


What Is Patriotism ? 


Very few of us are willing to agree with 
the Frenchman who said, ‘‘ Patriotism is 
the last refuge of a scoundrel,” but it is 
beginning to dawn upon us that the term 
is far too often misapplied. So often now 
we hear men who gave their services to 
their country in the war branded as un- 
patriotic by men who stayed at home. 
Why? Because the critic oversteps the 
boundary of common sense and refuses to 
recognize the difference between patriot- 
ism and fanaticism. 

If that sort of patriotism had existed 
among our forefathers in 1776 monarchial 
government could not hav been surpassed 
and republican government must never 
hav been given life by the Anglo-Saxons of 
America. Patriotism is the noblest of 
man’s social attributes, but this is not pa- 
triotism but rank prejudice, and is at least 
un-American. Where we find that ines- 
timable quality degraded to the common 
level of unauthorized exaggeration and 
petty prejudice we feel obliged to proteat 
against such wanton use and abuse of the 
term. : 

England has better ships than we; 
France grander and nobler works of art, 
but is it unpatriotic to recognize the su- 
periority of any country in any manner 
over ourselvs? We protest we are freer 
than any other country, but Pinkerton 
hirelings are still maintained; equal in cult- 
ure and in refinement, but our internal 
troubles contradict and dispute the state- 
ment. 

If Americans are so loyal to their relig- 
jon and country as to refuse opening the 
World's Fair on Sunday, why should they 
not maintain the rights of each and every 
citizen? We look rack with horror on the 
bloody deeds of the Dark Ages, but what 
can be said in honor of a country that per 
mitted a negro citizen unprotected, un- 
tried, and unconvicted to be burnt— 
all this in liberal, civilized America? Can 
any term tco strongly attack such acts in 
a Christian land? 

Before we pose as a grand success in 
the republican form of government and 
thereby render ourselvs the laughing- 
stock of monarchis] Europes, let us render 
ourselys safe from the critic. Let us 
make a repetition of such affairs as the 

` Homestead riot, the New Orleans lynch- 
ing, and the rece! t disgusting atrocity in 
Paris, Tex., impossible. National pride 
must not descend to the level of local in- 
fatuation! 

Let every man honor the flag that has 
given him life and liberty, home and hap- 
piness. Let him ever feel grateful to the 
men who made, defended, and increased 
his country. Let him stand ready to 
shoulder his musket, draw his sword, or 
freely lay his best services on the altar of 
his country’s need. Such a man as this is 
a patriot deserving of all praise, a worthy 
exponent of the grandest sort of patriot- 


` ism, 


Let us think deeply, do much for the 
bettering of our country, and say little. 
Let us not condemn every man who knows 
a little more than we, be he American or 
foreigner, as an Infidel and traitor, irrev- 
erent and unpatriotic. Much must be 
done, and very soon, to restore our coun- 
try to its old standing as, ‘‘the land of 
the free.” 

Finally, giving our best to our country 
and to the world, each doing his or her 
share, none shirking, traitors shall cease to 
exist, When we hav given our best ser- 
vices let us leave it to posterity to define 
Patriotism. 

In concluding such an article it may 
be well to add that this composition was 
drawn forth by a hotly discussed question 
on the merits and superiority of America 
and Americanisms over the rest of the 
world, and the writer has tried to answer 
the contending points. F. 8. 


— 
Legend—Continned. 

‘©Oh, what a fearful winter,” said Ravy, 
as he came in with $2 for the children. 
Seth caressed, and held him close to the 
small fire. ‘‘Frosty nights shall never 
find you in the tree again; but when the 
sweetbrier blooms, ‘whose scent could 
wake the dead,’ we will inhale her breath 
there, early in the morning, while the 
balmy breeze bathes our heated brows.” 

I hear a great deal about charity. 
The beloved mayor snd the public are 
disposed to be kind and generous, but the 
deathly clutch of the church keeps me 
hungry and emaciated. They even say 
that Ravy is a member of the high church, 
and that I must go there for flour, and 
not ‘‘casta slur” on so holy a congrega- 
tion. Iwent humbly to the elect for pro- 
visions, and they drove me back to Ravy. 

“Roast and eat the little fiend,” they 
said, ‘‘I prefer him, even if he is a devil, 
to the one who made him. What infiu- 
ence had the clergy to help the freezing 
and starving poor, until the mayor aroused 
pity and piety enough (or something 
better) to prevent a famin? Christian 
intrigue reveals the working and wreath- 
ing òf vipers which cluster around the 
pedestal of the statue of Mammon—the 
god of this world—whose Christian piety 
is the poisonous breath which exhales 
from the den of the cockatrice. 

These Mammon-worshipers, wrapped 
in fur, meet you as you freeze along the 
street, refusing the well-known, industri- 
ous poor a little money. Oh, God, are 
such beings saints, future angels, or are 
they hyenas, crocodiles, hypocrits? Gold 
and jewels nestle in the partly finished 
world; the moral- of saints are loathsome 
in decay, instead of unfolding slowly a 
great and lovely principle. ‘‘ Orthodox 
angels, come not near us,” said Seth. 
They say we are apes, great in feeling, 
but without mental exercise; they can do 
anything but stoop, as Felix in ‘‘ Faust” 
might hav said or intimated. Kelso tells 
us to follow nature, which would cause 
our hearts to be very hard and depraved 
sometimes. ‘‘Oh, hay mercy,” said the 
archbishop, coming in; ‘‘ shall I help you 
from my little store?” ‘'Hav mercy 
yourself,” Seth answered. ‘‘ The clergy 
are dying of fatigue. Do you care? Your 
great machine is beautiful. Does that 
comfort the fainting heart? One jewel 
from the zone of a madonna would sup- 
port a poor family for a winter,” 

“And now,” added Seth, ‘‘ to shut the 
gates of the Fair, a fierce bomb is thrown 
among us by religion. New heavens and 
hells are constructed, so that holiness can 
liv like the angels. Swedenborg remarks 
that God givs them their board and lodg- 
ing gratis, surrounded with stained glase 
and things. 

“God and his universe hav not done 
much more than a gorilla village, where 
the one that snatches the most plunder is 
the greatest man. f 

“ Even the savage who builds the finest 
hut expects, of course, to share it with his 
neighbors.” Said Seth: ‘‘If it was not 
for Mammon I should receive enough for 
my work to buy me an overcoat. 

“I hav lived purely on the edge of 
another sphere, nature or no nature. Ido 
not think self-indulgence brings happiness. 
A stern duty alwnys carries a fragrant 
sense of beauty in its breast. Death is the 
highest point of life. Are you dying? | 


She does not belong to the church, but 
the family she boards with is very pious, 
and she dare not express her opinion. I 
lent her a lecture by Helen H. Gardener, 
entitled ‘‘ Pulpit, Pew, and Cradle.” She 
saw there were many good points about 
it. Religion has 10t much of a grasp in 
this locality in which I liv. Well, as this 
is the first time I hav written tothe Corner 
I will write no more for the present, 
Yours for truth and liberty, 
Gero. ©. SMITE. 


Borrow Montaigne’s pillow of flowers. Tts 
name is not ‘fear.’ Your life has been 
holy.” Seth raised his lustrous eyes; his 
marble brow became paler. ‘‘O death 
where is thy sting, O grave where is thy 
victory? Christ cannot improve and save 
us. We must do it ourselvs.” 
Lexington, Ky. — 
<> 
Chats With Correspondents. 

J. B. M.—Keep to the right as the law 
‘directs. That is sufficient. 

Wu. L. P.--‘ Cliff Dwellers ” received. 
It is very interesting, and will soon appear. 
Thanks. : 

Epna H.—You hav the true poetic 
gift. Your poem will appear soon. The 
sentiment is fine. 

U. J.--‘‘The Queen” is good, but you 
can do better thanthat. No time to write, 
am always in a hurry. 

G. J. R.—All yon send to the Corner is 
good. The interesting bit of history will 
appear soon. Many thanks for your kind- 
ness. 

Jounny B.—Try to liv so that you 
would not be ashamed for anyone to see 
all your motivs as well as acts, and do as 
nearly right as possible. 

Saruy G.—You ask if he can be a true 
friend who pictures your faults in corn- 
pany, thus holding you up to ridicule. We 
should not so regard one. Hav little to 
do with such a person. 

GERALDINE AND Porrta B.—Thank you 
for the beautiful doily. It is lovely, and 
we shall always remember the dear little 
fingers that embroidered it so finely. The 
drawn work is done elegantly. 

E. Dos S.—Thanks for Port-of-Spain 
Gazette, in which we note your embarka- 
tion in business. We wish you great suc- 
cess and prosperity, and hope you will 
continue to remember our Corner, where 
you are always welcome. 

Mary A. L.--You should try to control 
such sn unfortunate temper, not hav it 
control you. Next time you get so angry 
as to ‘kick the table over,” run and look 
at the reflection of yourself in the mirror, 
and see what you think of the representa- 
tion. 


ALHAZA. 


Revere, Mass., Feb. 6, 1898. 

Drar Miss Wrxon: I heard something 
yesterday that I thought would interest the 
readers of the Children’s Corner. 

One of my Catholic playmates told me 
she was going to hay the priest bless her 
throat to prevent its being sore (and she 
was going to buy a five-cent package of 
cough drops to make the blessing more 
effectual). 

Since I wrote to the Corner I hav had a 
double promotion. I study arithmetic, 
reading, writing, geography, drawing, 
-history, and physiology. I do not like 
physiology very well. 

I received twenty-seven Christmas pres- 
ents; among them were a large doll, two 
boxes of stationery, a pink feather fan, 
two nice books, and a bottle of perfumery. 

Iam glad you returned from Europe 
safely. I enjoyed your letters very much. 

Mamma and I would like to hav you 
come to Revere some time. It only takes 
forty minutes, when the cars are on time 

My schoolteacher is a Liberal, and an- 
other in the same building is a Catholic, 
One of my school friends asked me where 
my teacher went to church, and I told her 
she did not go anywhere. She said, 
‘ Why, it seems so funny not to go to ` 
church.” She had been brought up to go 
regularly. Good-bye. 

Masen F, WASHBURN. 

[We are always pleased to get a letter 
from Mabel, the sensible little daughter 
of the editor of the Boston Investigator, 
and hope she will write often to the Cor- 
ner.—Ep. C. C.] 


New Publications. 


Darwin and After Darwin, 


An Exposition of the Darwinian Theory. 
By Grorce J. ROMANES. 


A systematic Exposition of what may be termed 
the Darwinism of Darwin, and intended to be of 
service to the general reader rather than to pro- 
fessed naturalists. y 
_ Mr. Romanes is well known as one of the most 
interesting of English writers upon evolution, 
besides ranking with Professor Huxley in scien- 
tific knowledge and ability. And this is a part of 
‘his conclusion regarding the great subject of 
Design, to which the church so often refers: 

‘Thus whether we look to the facts of adapta- 
tion or to those of beauty, everywhere through- 
out organic nature we meet with abundant 
evidence of natural causation, while nowhere do 
we meet with any independent evidence of 
supernatural design. . . . Adaptation and 
beauty are alike receiving their explanation at 
the hands ofa purely mechanical philosophy... . 
All nature has thus been transformed before the 
view of the present generation in a manner and 
to an extent that has never before been possible; 
and inasmuch as the change which has taken 
place has taken place in the direction of natural- 
ism, and this to the extent of rendering the 
mechanical interpretation of nature universal, it 
is no wonder if the religious mind has suddenly 
awakened to a new and a terrible force in the 


en 
Correspondence. 


PAULINA, ORe., Jan. 30, 1893. 
Drar Miss Wrxon: I thought I would 
write to the Corner. I am a boy eleven 
years old. Mv father takes Tue TRUTH 
SEEKER and I like to read the Corner. I 
liv on a farm, and go to school in the sum- 
mer. We hav agoodteacher and like him 
very much. I guessI will close, wishing 

good luck to Tua TRUTH SEEKFR. 
Yours tiuly, Orro Harvisty. 


SELLWOOD, ORE., Feb. 1, 1893. . 

Dzar Miss Wrxon: I thought that as it 
was near recess, and as I had. my work 
done, I would write to you. Thisismy 
first letter to the Children’s Corner. My 
father takes Tor Truru Srrxer, and I 
like to read the Correr. My name is Roy 
Yount, and I am eleven years old. I hav 
a little brother whose name is Frankie 


Yount. I will close, hoping to see this | words of its traditional cnemy—Where is now 
i i I i Y friend thy God? , 
in print. remain, our Jriend, Illustrated. Price, cloth, 4 


$2. : 
TRUTH SEEKER, 


THE ELIMINATOR; 
Skeleton Keys to Sacerdotal Secrets 


“Write me no more fables, lest I be a fool ana 
veat the riddles awry.” i 


By R. B, Westbrook, D.D., LL.B. 


Contents: The Whole Truth; Sacerdotalism 
I peached; The Fabulons Claims of Judaism; 
Moses and the Pentateuch; Ancient Symbolism 
and Modern Literalism; Astral Keys’ to Bible 
Stories; The Fable of ‘the Fall; Search for the 
“Last Adam;” What Is Known of the New Testa- 
ment; The Drama of the Gospels; The Ideal 
Christ; Jesns and Other Christs; A Reverent 
Critique on Jesus; A Few T'ragments; Blood 
Salvation; The Things That Remain. 

Price, cloth, $1.50. Foit sale at this office. 


Roy Yount. 
[A very good letter for the first, and 
may it not be the last from our new friend. 
—Ep. C. C.) 


Address, THE 


San Jacinto, CAL., Feb. 2, 1893. 

Dear Miss Wrxon: This is my first let- 
ter to the Children’s Corner. It is a pleas- 
ure to me to read the letters of this Corner. 
We hav been taking THe TRUTH SEEKER 
for about three years. It has been raining 
here for the last three days; but is quite 
pleasant to-day. The snow in the mount- 
ains is very beautiful. We liv about 
thirty miles from Strawberry valley, which 
is a large summer resort. This valley is 
about six thousand feet above sea level, 
among the pine trees of the San Jacinto 
mountains. We hay Dunkard chureh 
here. I go almost every Sunday; but 
not for religion I would like for some of 
the Liberal readers of this Corner to 
correspond with me. Tf this letter es- 
capes the wastebasket, I will write again, 

Your Liberal friend, 
Harrie L CLARK. 


APOLLONIUS OF TYANA IDENTIFIED AS THE 
CHRISTIAN JESUS. 


‘Carmus, Kax., Feb. 8, 1893, 

Miss Susan H. Wixon, Dear Madam: 
I will now make my first effort to write to 
you and the Cornerites. My father has 
taken Tue TRUTH SERKER ever since I can 
remember, and I am eighteen years of 
age. Wealso hav the ‘Pictorial Text- 
Book,” the Bible Pictures, and pamphlets, 
the works of Liberalism, too numerous to 
mention. Well, E am going to school this 
winter. Our teacher's name is Cora Rice. 


An important and remarkable revelation con- 
cerning the life and times of Apollonius of 
Tyana, the great sage and philosopher of the first 
century. It is here claimed that his life and 
teachings werc appropriated and utilized by the 
formulators of the Christian religion in the in- 
terest of so-called Christianity. The plagiarism 
is made plain in this brief history of Apollonius 
especially in view of the histerica references anc 
comments thereon. It is quite evident that to 
conceal the plagiari-m, the name of Apollonius 
was suppressed. ` 


Price, 15 cents. 
Add'ess THE TRUTH SEEKER 
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NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


THE HOLY CROSS SERIES 


The Popes and Their Doings. Biograph- 
ical sketches of the most noted of these vicars 
of Chtist arid vicegerents of God, showing what 
tliey have done, and what kind of men they-were. 
It contains very plain statements; in very un- 
vainished language; and the unmasking is com- 
plete, proving them to have been cruel, in- 
triguing, and licentiotis men. Considering the 
rapid growth of Catholicism in this country, 
this book cannot be too widely disseminated. 
Price; paper, 50 cents; cloth; 75 cents. 

Š : ‘ 

The Mother of Harlots: a Synopsis of 
Popery, as It Was and as It Is. By 
William Hogan, for twenty-five years a confess- 
ing priest. The object of this book is to expose 
popery, acquaint the neople of the country with 
the dangerous machinations of the church in 
the United States, and warn them against giv- 


ing it any countenance or support. Price, pa- | 


per, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


The Awful Disclosures of Maria Monk, 
as exhibited in a narrative of her sufferings dur- 
iue her residence of five years as a novice, and 
two years as a black nun, in the Hotel Dien 
Nunnery, at Montreal. Perhaps not any anti- 
Catholic book published has created more ey- 
citement, and had such a circulation, as this 
work, To counteract its effects the Catholics 
circulated a story that Maria Monk was “tno 
better than she should be,” but investigation 
disclosed that her ** child of shame” was none 
other than the child of her priest-seducer. 
Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 

Auricular Confession and Popish Nun- 
neries, By Wm. Hogan, for twenty-five 
years a confessing priest. A revelation of the 
licentious practices of the priests and vuns in 
these religious brothels. There is no question 
that Ex-priest Hogan knew the truth of the 
tales of vice, seduction, and infanticide he gives 
in this volume, and equally there is no question 
that it the people generally knew of them, Ca- 
tholicism would not be given the vast amounts 
of money now allowed it by our various city 
governments. Price, paper, 50 cents, cloth, 75 
cents. 

The Priest in Absolution. A Review of 
the system of auricular confession, including 
copious extracts from the “Confessional Un- 
masked,” from the ‘‘Mastcr Key to Popery,” 
ete. The workis a protest against and an appeal 
to every American citizen to examine carefully 
and thoughtfully a religious system so invasive 
of privacy, so powerful for evil in licentions 
hands, so fraught with danger to female mod- 
esty; to the ingenuous openness of youth, 
and to the freedom of thought, speech, and 
action. Price. paper, 25 c:nts. 


Priestly Celibacy Exposed A lecture by 

_ the Rev. Geo. Townsend Fox, of Durham, Eng- 
land. Revised American edition, showing the 
result in parishes of the Roman decree that 
priests shall not mary. Price, paper, 15 cents. 


Sister Lucy and Her Awful Disclosures 


Respecting New Hall Convent, Bore- 

ham, Essex, England, Showing that convents 

are inimical to chastity, virtue, and freedom. 

Price, paper, 10 cents. : i 
-THE TRUTH SEEKER CO, 

28 Lafayette Place, New York City. 


Truth Seeker Library. 


Published Mouthly at $3 per Year. 
Issues or 1891.— 3. 


$ Price. 
1. Truth Seeker Annual, 189 ...-.. 0... 40 75 
2. Men, Women, and Gods. Helen H. Gar- 
GORGE yi s. wo nies rosna pS EIEEE ga py a erga 50 
8. The Age of Reason. Thomas Paine. H- 
Justrated. ...--.sese eee g eee tet eet eet ses 25 
4. Answers to Christian Questions. D. M. 
Bennett.. ..esspersoroegesrseraeessrasesoe 25 
5. Christian Absurdities. John Peck.. 20 
6. Victor Hugo’s Orat on on Voltaire 10 
7. The Crisis. Thomas Paine. Illustrated. 40 
8. Sabbath Breaking. John E. Nemsburg... 235 
9. Travels in Faith from Tradition to Rea- 
son. Robert C., Adams ..... OONN 25 
10. Strike of a Sex. George N. Miller........ 25 
11. My Religious Expericnce. Samuel P. 
Putnam....... Beeesenaes ENE ET TE 25 
12. The Higher Criticism in Theology aud 
Religion. T. E. Longshore............. 50 
Issuers ov 1892.—$3. 
13. Infidel Death-Beds. G. W. Foote......... 25 
14. Rights of Man. Thomas Paine. Flus- 
rated... nesarsreroseoseseres ETEA 40 
15. Was Christ Crucified? Austin Bierbower 10 
16. Pulpit, Pew, and Cradle. Helen H. Gar- 
GONG! ies edie teiner irsta wrens vee 10 
17. Bible Morals. John E. Remsburg 25 
18. Awful Disclosures of Maria Monk 50 
19. Pocket Theology. Voltaire .... . 2) 
20. Why Don’t God Kill the De - 
cock,......:- POETE, 10 
21. Liberty in Literature. to 
Walt Whitman, with Funeral Address. 
By Col. Robert G. Ingersoll.............. 25 
22, Six Lectures on Astronomy. Richard A. 
Proctor........ Big dene s artucta EEE nese, ied 15 
23. candle Trom Under the Bushel. Wm. A. 
ALtoceuvcee sn pe scan nesta wea 40 
24. The Holy Bible Abridged 30 
25. Valse Claims of the Church. John E. 
Be ABUNE sa rK eee eea Ai E Ea 10 
Issuns or 1893.—$3. 
26. Thomas Paine Vindicated. Col. Robert 
G. Ingorsoll....,irsrarsrerrttiresasageree 15 
27. The Creation of God. Dr. Jacob Hart- 
MAND .,......+0-06- peseseennes T EPET 50 
28. Crimes of Preachers in the United States. 
M. E. Billings os. ssescceiererernerernsot 25 
29. Resurrection of Jestts.............eee scenes 50 


During the year other standard Frecthought 
works will be published and sent to subscribers 
as they appear., . 

Yearly subscribers at $3 receive all the numbers 
published in oue yerr. In ordering please say 
which year is desired. s 

Siugle numbers sold at prices quoted. 

THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Is Controversy Dangerous? 


By W. F. JAMIESON. 


This little book goes down to the very bed- 
rock of human liberty. 


Price, - - - - 25 cents. 
Address THE TRUTHISEEKER. 


VALUABLE ENGLISH 
PUBLICATIONS. 


The Student’s Darwin. By Edward B. 
Aveling, D. Sc., Fellow of University College 
London. The purpose of this book is to tel 
something of Darwint work o pres Bo. lave 

Ler, ime nor the opportunity to i i- 
gate it fully for themselves” 1. The Raturnints 


Voyage Around the World. 4 ʻi 
Works. 3. Botanical Works. A geolo: jea 
Works. 5. Works on Evolution. With a 


copious index. Price, $2. 


Pedigree of Man, and Other Essays. By 
Ernest Haeckel. Contents: Part I. The Dar- 
winian Theory; The Origin of the Human 
Race: The Pedigree of Man; On the Division of 
Labor in the Life of Nature and of Man; Cell- 
Souls and Soul-Cells. Part JI. The Progress 
and Work of Zoology; The Development of 
Lite-Particles| and the Perigenesis of the 
Plastidule; The Proofs of Evolution; The 
Present Position of Evolution in Relation to 
Science; The Origin and Development of the 
Sense Organs. Price, $2. 

The Natural History of Religion. David 
Hume’s Celebrated Essay, so foully mutilated 
by Christian publishers, printed complete, with 
an Introduction by John M. Robertson, editor 
of the National Reformer. Price, 50 cents. 

The True. Source of Christianity; or, A 
Voice From the Ganges. By an Indian Officer. 
Answers to the questions—who was Jesus 
Christ? and from what source were the doc- 
trines derived which he promulgated? Price, 
75 cents. Address THE TRUTH SKEKEK 


Antiquity 
Unveiled. 


—o— 


Ancient Voices 
from the Spirit 
Realm disclose the 
most Startling Rev- 
elations. 


Proving Christianity 
to be of 
Heathen Origin, 


{ILLUSTRATED.] 
Price. - - - - $1.50. 


or 


Address’ 


Hard Knocks 
at Christianity. 


By R. WHEELER. 


, This book is just what its title implies—thump- 
ing whacks at superstition. it deals with the 
effect of Christianity on the world, showing 
what Christians have done to advance their relig- 
ion and impede the progress of man. It shows 
that Jesus was a false prophet, that the gospels 
are not authentic, and that Christianity is a bor- 
rowed system of religion. That the Bible is uot 
in accord with Science, that the atonement 
scheme is futile and foolish, and that religion is 
not areal benefit to man. 3 

Price, 20 cents, six for $1. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


The Freethinker's Badge-pin 


poou y AND 
à Ze THE TRUTH SEEKER 
AO ONE YEAR, 


J) Will be sent for $4.50. The 


THE TRUTH SEEKER 


Er WEA 7 
3 Ne ee $2.75 Pin and Tus TRUTH 
S. SUPERS SA SEEKER one year for $5. 


THE 


Ingersoll Souvenir Spoon 


THE TRUTH SEEKER 
ONE YEAR, 
Will be sent for $4.75. Sugar Spoons and Truta 
SEEKER, $5. Either kind (Tea or Sugar) Spoon 


with gilt bowl, 50c. more. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Other Newspapers 


The Truth Seeker. 


Any of our readers who desire x New York 
weekly political paper can obtain one of the fol- 
lowing in connection with THE TRUTH SEEKER 
at reduced rates: 

Tribune (Republican) weekly, 


and THE 


TRUTH SEEKER. - z . - $3 50 
Tribune (Republican) semi-weekly, and Taz 
TRUTH SEEKER, - 4 25 


The Sun_ (Democratic) weekly, and Tar 
Trura SEEKER, - 7 H S 
The Worla (Democratic) weekly, and THE 
TRUTH SEEKER, - - = x <5 
THE ARENA ana THE TRUTH SEEKER 
Will be sent one year both for, - - $6 00 
With large picture premium with the Arena, 6 50 
THE NORTH AMERICAN REVIEW ana 
sue TRUTH SEEKER will be sent one thee 
for - - =- - - 75 


CUTTER. 


Custom cutter and practical tailor, 38; 12 years 
expericnce as cutter, with best city re'erences; 
thorough knowledge of the trade in the South 
and Eastern states; seeks position in city or 
country;, speaks English, German, and Swedish, 
salary moderate. Answer to N. N. 38, care of 
TRUTH SEEKER office, 28 Lafayette Place, N. Y. 
4t9 


a ee 


CHARLES 
BRADLAUGH’S 


WORKS. 


THEOLOGICAL ESSAYS. eee oer i 

In two volumes. Vol. I.—Heresy; Its Morality and Utility; Is There a God? Has Mana 
Soul? Were Adam and Eve Our First Parents? Who was Jesus? What Did Jesus Teach? The 
Atonement; Life of Abraham: Life of Jacob; Life of Moses; Life of David; Lite of Jonah; 
The Twelve Apostles; When Were Our Gospels Written? A Plea for Athcism. Price, gi. Vol. 
Ii —Humanity’s Gain From Unbelief; Notes on Christian Evidences, In Reply to the Oxford 
House Papers; A Cardinal’s Broken Oath;, Supernatural and Rational Morality; Mr. Glad- 
stone’s Reply to Colonel Ingersoll on Christianity: A Few Words About the Devil; Has Mana 


Soul? Two Nights’ Debate at Burnley with the Rev. W. M. Westerby; Secularism Unphilo- 
spphical, Unsocial, and Immoral. Three nights’ Debate in London with the Rev. Dr. McCann. 
rice, $1 


THE FREETHINKERS’ TEXT-BOOK. Part 1. 
Mau; Whence and How? Or, Revealed and Real Science in Conflict, Religion: What and 
Why? Or, God =X. Price, $1.25. 


HUMANITY’S GAIN FROM UNBELIEF. 


His North American Review article reprinted. 10 cents, 


HERESY: ITS UTILITY AND MORALITY. 


A Plea and a Justification. Third edition. Price, 25 cents. 


WHEN WERE OUR GOSPELS WRITTEN? 


Fourth Edition. Price, 25 cents. 


NOTES ON CHRISTIAN EVIDENCES. 
Being Criticisms on the “ Oxford House Papers,” with Replies by their authors. 
Price, 25 cents. 
TRACTS. 
Land Question, 5 cents; Were Adam and Eve Our First Parents? 5 cents; Why Do Men 
Starve? 5cents; A Plea for Atheism, 5 cents; Is There a God? d cents; Labor's Prayer, 5 cents; 
Poverty, Its Effects on the Political Condition of the People, 5 cents; New Life of David, 5 cents; 
New Life of Jonah, 5 cents: A Few Words About the Devil, 5 cents; New Life of Jacob, 5 cents; 
Twelve Apostles, 5 cents; Who Was Jesus Christ? 6 cents; What Did Jesus Teach? 6 cents; New 
Life of Abraham, cents; New Life of Moses, 5 cents. On orders for these Tracts we will send 
$1.10 worth for $1; $2.50 worth for #2; $b worth for #3; and $10 worth for $5. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place. New York. 


HAND-BOOK 


OF 


FREETHOUGHT. 


By W. S BELL. 


Containing in condensed and systematized form a 
vast amount of cvidcnce against the superstitious doc- 
trines of Christianity. As a book of reference and aid 
to all truth seckers it is invaluable, Its classification 
aoe “ ti of subjects makes it a hand-book. As Ingorsoll snid of 
Paine’s,“ Age of Reason,” it enables somebody in every village to “corner the parson.” Its wide 
variety of subjects include all the disputed points between Christianity and Freethought. Price, 
$1.25. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


“A Digest of Science.” 


THE DYNAMIC THEORY OF LIFE AND MIND: 


Anattempt to show that all Organic Beings are both Con- 
structed and Operated by the Dynamic Agencies 
of their respective Environments, : 


NR RRR, 


By JAMES B. RLEXANDER. 


Over 400 illustrations, 87 chapters, 1.067 pages, and a 3-column index of 11 pages. 
Price, express prepaid by us; only $2.75. 


This work endeavors to embrace the field covered by thousands of books, such as those of the 
“ Humboldt Library of Science,” the “International Scientific Ncries,” ete., by bringing together, in 
simple and direct form, with proper correspondence between them, all of the known factors con- 


tributing toward the origin and evolution of organic beings. i 


THEN READ A CHAPTER OR VERSE DAILY FROM THIS BIBLE OF 
SCIENCE ! 
It is entertaining as well as enlightening, and will lead you to“ worth-ship” (worship) nature 
—t. e., appreciate the worth of the Universal Mother. 
You must own this book some day: why not NOW? 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


WAS ABRAHAM LINCOLN 
A SPIRITUALIST? 


—OR~ 


Do you wish to be well informed? 


Curious Revelations From the 


Life of a Trance Medium. 
By MRS. NETTIE COLBURN MAYNARD. 


Together with Portraits, Letters, and Poems. Illus- 
trated with Engravings, and Frontispiece of Lincoln 
from Carpenter’s Portrait from life. Cloth, $1.80; 
paper, 75 cents. 


T dE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 2 Lafayette place, N. Y 
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GOVERNMENT ANALYZED. Superstition in All Ages, Self-Contradictions of the Bible 


By COL. JOHN R. KBLSO. 


Contents: Derivations and Definitions of 
Political Terms; Various Forms of Government; 
General Principles of Government; Functions 
of Government: Origin of Government; Declara- 
tion of Independence; Articles of Confederation: 
Detects of the Confederation; Formation of the 
Constitution of the United States; Taxation; 
Tariff for Protection; War; Punishment: Mar- 
riage; Religion; Prohibition; Money; What a 
Government Should Be. 

Those who know Col. Kelso’s keen analytical 
Power, as shown in his “Bible Analyzed” and 

Deity Analyzed,” will realize that in " Govern- 
ment Analyzed” they will hav the bedrock of 
human authority exposed, and will learn what 
government is. Whether they will agree with 
his statement of what government is depends 
upon whether they lean to Socialistic or Anarch- 
istic philosophy. But at all events everyone can 
learn something from this hook. 

Price, $1.50. Sold by THE TRUTH SEEKER. 

#8 Lafayette place, New York City. 


WAS 2-9 pom G— 


CHRIST „æm «a. = 
—38ac¢— CRUCIFIED? 


By AUSTIN BIERBOWER. 


A judicial consideration of the question,and the 
decision against the scriptures and the Christian 
tradition. Price, 10 cents. Address : 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Pre and Con of 


Supernatural Religion, 


Have We a Supernatural, Inspired. Mirao 
_ ulous Religion? 


wr RL Tat. Grn Canar wr aantas ninth. 80 ean 


NATHANIEL VAUGHAN: 


Priest and Man. 
A NOVEL. 


By FREDERIKA MAODONALD, 
Author of the “Iliad of the East,” etc., ete. 


An independent and respectable study of char 
acter in the law of circumstance such as eyer 
George Eliot might not have been ashamed to 
own as her first novel. . . . more vigorous 
»vresentment of the mischievous nature of modern 

hristianity,in its most honest and consistent 
form, need not be desired.—[Westminster Review. 


1 vol., extra cloth, beveled, 12mo, 400 pp., $1.00. 
AAAraca THE TRITH SREKTR 


Books by Helen H. Gardenei 


, New Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 


Men, Women and Gods 


Introduction by 


ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 


Price, cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 
Tne Trade Supplied at Special Discounts. 


“1S THIS YOUR SOR, MY LORD? 


4 Fascinating Story of Radical Truths on 
Religion and Social Matters. 
Price, cloth. $1: paper, 50 cents. 


PRAY YOU, SIR, WHOSE 
DAUGHTER? 


A NEW NOVEL. 


Price, cloth, $1. { Paper, 50 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


: 90 Tafawattn nlana Naw Vark 


PATENTS =... 


irty-five years’ experience Examinations and Re- 
orate Fee TSrompt attention. Send Drawing and de 
Seription to L. BAGGER & CO., Atty’s, Washington, Dv 


OBTAINED. 
EEA 


BY JBAN MBSLIBR, 
A French 


Christiane 
ityand Ex- 
posed the 
Falseness 
af that Re- 


cents? 
loth, $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY. 


COSMIAN HYMN-BOOK., 


+O 
A COLLECTION OF 


ORIGINAL AND SELECTED HYMNS 


FoR 
Liberal and Bthical Societies, 


Moral, Theological, Historical, and Speculative 
Propositions. 


Iisa, a e m = - 


15 cents 


AN OUTLINE OF THE 


FRENCH REVOLUTION, 


Its Causes and Results. 
By W. S. BELL, Paper, *2mo, 25 cts. 


e Te E q . > 3 
Paine Vindicate 
Reply to New York server. 

By R. G. INGERSOLL. 
With “A ROMAN CATHOLIG OANARD.” 


Price, 15 cents. 


Holy Bible Abridged. 


The passages unfit fur family reading. 
Paper. sn cents: cloth. 50 cents. 


Pyramid of Gizeh. 


Ancient Egyptian Oivilization and Hebrew Nar- 
rative in Genesis and Exodus. 
By Van Buren Denstow, LL.D. Price, 15 cents 


LITTLE LESSONS FOR 


for Schools and 
the Home. 
—With Music Written to All the Songs.— 


` COMPILED BY L. K. WASHBURN. 
Prica. $1.50. For aala at THIS OFFICER. 


LITTLE FOLKS. 


By MRS, E, D, SLENKER, 
Boards, = " Š = = 


BOOKS 


BY 


SALADIN 


CW. STEWART ROSS), 


40 cents, 


` 


Editor of the 


SEE, “ONDON AGNOSTIC JOURNAL. 


GOD AND HIS BOOK: 


When he had read this book Colonel Ingersoll wrote tothe author: “ You have earned the 
thanks of all who really think.” Itisa work of vast research, of sound criticism, of caustic 
humor, of sledgehammer vehemence, of scathing satire, of pathos and eloquence. It is one of 
the heaviest iconoclastic broadsides ever fired at the Jewish God and the Bible. ; 

Cloth, gold letters, $1.25. 


WOMAN: HER GLORY, HER SHAME, AND HER GO d 


The Rev. Archdeacon Farrar said that * Christianity elevated the woman; it shrouded 
as with a halo of sacred innocence the tender years of the child.” The object of Saladin’s work 
is to show the archdeacon his error,and he has succeeded. An English writer said of it: 

° “This certainly is one of the most marvelous books ever issued from the press. The authori- 
ties cited are unquestionable, and the result is convincing.” i ; 

In two volumes, cloth, gilt-lettered, $2.50. 2 


DID JESUS RISE FROM THE DEAD? 


The evidence for the resurrection is in this book carefully considered, and found want- 
ing. It ought to convince every Christian of the untrutbfulness of this alleged miracle, for 
it is certainly one of the best essays ever written on the subject. 


In paper, 25 cents. 
CHRISTIANITY AND THE SLAVE TRADE. - 


A condensation of the known facts upon this subject, proving that Christianity did not 
abolish but aided this infamous traffic in human beings. ‘fo which are added such comments 
as only Saladin can make. paper, 80 cents.. 


THE TRANSITION. 


A consideration of the antagonism of the Bible and science, and of the question whether 
the veiled or allegorical portions of the Christian Bible can be interpreted by modern science. 
In paper, 20 cents. 


ROSES AND RUE. 


Being Random Notes and Sketches. Some of its subjects are: A Last Interview with a 
Man of Genius; An Essay on Stirpiculture; Asceticism and Superstition; Capital Punishment; 
Poverty; Godin the Constitution; Bruno; Gods; Witchcraft, etc. This may be called Sala- 
din’s own book, for it is poetry in prose, and is one of the books that lovers of strong literature 
like to read again and again. In cloth, gold- andsilver-lettered, $1.50. 


LAYS OF ROMANCE. 


This book reminds one of Sir Walter Scott, being romantic, historio verse, aglow in every 
page with the energy of a true and high poetic genius. 
Cloth, gold-lettered, 75 cents. 


ISAURE and OTHER POEMS. 


The title poem is a story of intense passion, touchingly told. The other twenty poems 
are fresh, fragrant, thoughtful, and every verse reveals the thinker, observer, and reformer. 
Every page glows with passion and throbs with life. 

Cloth, gold-lettered, 75.cents. 


A FEARFUL FLOGGING. 


By one who endured it. Based upon a manuscript in the possession of Baladin 
n paper, 10 cents. 


THE AGONIES OF HANGING. 


Studies in Psychology., By one who was cut down from the gallows. Printed from mant- 
script in the hands of Saladin. In paper, 10 cents. 


WHIRLWIND SOWN and REAPED. 


__ Ashort story of clerical crime and villainy founded on fact. Of this book the Open Court 
said: “This novel will command the same. or more, interest than Helen Gardener’s story, ‘Is 
This Your Son, My Lord?” In paper, 25 cents. 


THE CONFESSIONAL. 


Being an exposure of that infamous religious rite. Contents: Licentiousness of the Pre- 
Reformation Church; Lechery of the Confessional; The Priest in Absolution; Confessions of 
the Escapel Nun; | xtracts from Dens and Liguori; Examination of the Church’s Claim to 
have tostcred Learning; Her Atte pts at Continency, even more Ruinous than Her Self- 
Indu Igence; The Relative Criminal Statistics of Catholicism and Protestantism. 

paper, 25 cents. (J 


i For all of these works address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York. |, 


Prof. Wm, Denton’s Books, 


Be Thyself. 100. 


Christianity No Finality. 
Superior. 10c. 
Common-Sense Thoughts on the Bible. 


Spiritualism 


10¢. 
Deluge in the Light of Modern Science. 
10c. 


Garrison in Heaven. A Dream. 10c. 
Geologist and Radical. By J. H. Powell. 
25 


Ce 
Geology. Past and Future of our Planet. 
1.50. ` 


God Proposed for Our National Constitu- 
tion. 10c. . 

trreconcilable Records. Genesis and 
Geology. Paper, 25c.; cloth, 40c. 

ts Darwin Right? Origin of Man. $1, 

{s Spiritualism True? 10c. 

Man’s True Saviors. 10c. 

Orthocoxy False, Sinco Spiritualism is 
True. 10c. 

Pocasset Tragedy. 
Christianity. 10c. 
Radical Discourses on Religious Subjects. 
$1.95. 

Radical Rhymes. With Author’s Por- 
trait. $1.25, 

zermon from Shakspere’s Text. 10c. 
Soul of Things. Psychometric Re- 


searches, etc. 3vols. (Vol. I by Wm. and. Eliz.. 
M. F. Denton.) Per vol., $1.50. © 


What Is Right? 10e. 
What Was He? Jesus in 19th Century 
Light. Paper, $1; cloth, $1.25. 
Who are Christians? 10c. 
m Addaroce THE TRUTH SEEKFR 


B. F. UNDERWOOD’S Wusan 


FOR SALE AT THE TRUTH SEEKER OLrlun. 

Essays and Lectures. Embracing Luiiu 
ence of Christianity on Civilization; (liris 
tianity and Materialism; What Liberalism often 
in Piace of Christianity; Scientific Materialism 
Woman; Spiritualism from a Materiolixti 
Standpoint; Paine the Political and hieli:ciin 
Reformer; Materialism and Crime: Wib th 
Coming Man Worship God? Crimes and Cru | 
ties of Christianity; the Authority of the Bibie 
Freethought Judged by Its Fruits; Our luca 
of God 300 pp., paper, 60 cents. , 

Influence of Christianity upon Civiliza 
tion, 25 cents. ` 

Christianity and Materialism. 15 cents. 

What Liberalism Offers in Place 4. 
Christianity. 10 cents, 

Scientific Materialism ; Its Meaning aní 
Tendeney. 10 cents. 

Spiritualism from a Materialistie Stand 


Legitimate Fruit of 


point. 10 cents. 

Paine the Political and Religious Re 
former, 10 cents. 

Woman: Her Past and Present: Her 
Rights and Wrongs. 10 cents. 

Materialism and Crime. 10 cents. 

Will the Coming Man Worship God! 


10 cents. 


twelve Tracts. 


M aonta 


Dr. E. B. Footes Works, 


Plain Home Talk and Medical Commor 
Sense. In one handsome 12mo volume 
of nearly 1,000 pages, fully illustrated. Cloth, 
$8.25—-1n English or German. A new cheap 
edition at onlv $1.50. 

Science in Story; or, Sammy Tubbs, the 
Boy Doctor, and Sponsie. the Troublesome 
Monkey. 5 volumes in one, cloth, $2.00, postage 
prepaid; 5 volumes, separate, flexible cloth, 50 

cents Ber volume: Red Line edition, suitable 

for holiday presents, $1.00 per volume. 

Sexual Physiology for the Young. 250 
pages, illustrated and cloth-bound. (The fifth 
volume of “ Science in Story.”) 50 cents. 

Dr. Foote’s Health Monthly. Devoted to 
Hygiene, Sexual and Social Science, and allied 
Subjects; ninth year. Subscription, with pre- 
mium, 50 cents per year. Specimex copies free 
on application. 

Mother’s Manual. Comprising ‘ Advice 
to a Wife on the Management of Her Own 
Health, especially During Pregnancy, Labor, 
and Suckling,” and “ Advice to a Mother on tha 
Management of Her Children in Infancy and 
Childhood;” 2 books in 1 volume, 528 pages, #1. 

Hand-Book of Health Hints and Ready 
Recipes. A valuable reference pamphlet 
of 128 pages. 25 cents. 


* Address THE TRUTH SPPP 


Spiritualism Sustained, 


FIVE LECTURES. 
By Johu“R. Kelso, AcMe, 
.1gmo, cloth, $1.09. 


Scientific and Theolog- 
oe 


~ GEMS OF FREETHOUGHT. 


The Myth of the Great Deluge. By James 
M. ‘McCann. Price 15 cents. Itis the most com- 
plete and overwhelming refutation of the Bible 

tory of the Deluge that I have ever read.—B. F. 
Underwood, To read it is to be astonished at 
the possibilities of religious credulity.—T. B. 
‘Wakeman. Mr. McCann’s dynamite bomb has 
blown the fallacy to atoms.—A. B, Bradford. It 
ought to meet with a very large sale.—C.P.Farrell. 


The Evolution of the Devil.—By Henry 
Frank, the independent preacher of New York 
City. The most learned, accurate, scientific and 
philosophical analysis of His Satanic Majesty ever 

efore published, The book contains 66 pages, is 
beautifully bound, with likeness of author on title 
page.. Price, 25 cents. 


Ingersell’s Address before the New 
York Unitarian Ciub. The first time in the .- 
history of the world that a Christian Association 
ever invited a noted infidel to lecture before them. 
The lecture is a grand one, and was received by 
the Club with continuous applause from beginnin 
to end. The pamphlet contains 12 pages, beauti- 
fully printed. Price, 6 cents. 


The Gods. By RobertG. Ingersoll, A beautiful 
amphlet of forty pages, with likeness of Ingersoll. 
rice, 20 cents. The most profound address 

that Ingersoll ever delivered. @ 


The Bruno Monument. A fine engrayin 
rinted on extra heavy euameled paper, 10x1 
inches, for framing; put up in pasteboard tubes 

for mailing. Price 12 cents. 


Church and State; the Bible in the Publio 
- Schools; the New ‘“‘American” Party—By “Jef- 
ferson.” Third edition. This beautiful pam- 
phlet of 28 pages is the most thorough presenta- 
tion of the Church and State question that has 
appeared. Price, 10 cents. 


The Religion of Humanity; A Phi- 
losophy of Life. By J. Leon Benwell. A 
beautiful paper-bound pamphlet, with likeness of 
author. A most valuable publication to circulate 
among Christian people. Price 15 cents. 

Memorial Oration by Colonel Inger- 
soll ou Roscoe Conkling. Delivered be- 
fore the New York Legislature, May 9, 1888. 
Price, 4 cents, p & 


Dwight L. Woody.- An interview by Susan 
H. Wixon. Price, 5 cents; ten copies for 30 cents. 


The Christian Religion. What és to be its 
Jjinal outcome? By an Old Farmer. A splendid 
orthodox eye-opener. Price, 15 cents. 


God in the Constitution. By Robert G. 
Ingersoll. One of the best papers Col. Ingersoll 
ever wrote. In paper cover, with likeness of 
author, Price 10 cents. 


What Would Follow the Effacement 
of Christianity? By George Jacob Hol- 
.yoake. This is a most valuable contribution to 
reethought Literature. Bound in paper with 
good likeness of author. Price, 10 cents. 


Life and Career of Charles Bradlaugh. 
—By George Jacob Holyoake. With good like- 
ness of Mr. Bradlaugh. Price, 15 cents. 


Ingersoll’s Great Address on Thomas 
Paine, at the late Paine celebration in New 
York City. Price, 6 cents, 

Standing up for Jesus3 or what the editor 
ot the Freethinkers’ Magazine thinks of him. 
Price, 4 cents, 

Address, 


. Truth Seeker Co., 
28 Lafayette Place, New YoRK CITY. 


Roarmg Lion on the Track. 


By M. BABCOCK. 


1 aaAnte, 


nual 


Price, 


The 


—FOR— 


wT 1 8 93-a 


Edited by OHARLES A. WATTS. 


CONTENTA; 

The Moral Sanction, Leslie Stephen; Reverent 
Agnosticism, Amos Waters; The Tother Nature: 
A Poem, Gerald Massey; Dogmatism in Theol- 
ogy, Alfred Momerie; Sermons on the Mount, 
Samuel Laing; The City of the Dead, W. Stewart 
Ross (Saladin); On the Duty of Honesty in Our 
Convictions O. E. Plumptre; Scientific Religion, 
R. Bithell; ‘The Blight of Superstition, Charles 
Watts; Anthropology and Orthodoxy, Edward 
Clodd; The Disappearance of the Nether World 
F. J. Gould; Religious Ideas: Their Origin an 
Development, Frederick Millar; Signals with 
Marg: A Poem, G. H. Martin; Materialism and 
Idealism Harmonized, Lucian Armstrong. 

Price, 25 cents. 
Addarass THR TRUTH SRBKER 


Colonel Kelso’s Works. 


The Bible Analyzed. Cloth, octavo, 83: 
pages, $3. 

Deity Analyzed, Cloth, 12mo, $1.00. 

“he Real Blasphemers. Paper, 1t2mv. 


138 pages, 50c. 
Cloth, 12m, 


Spiritualism Sustained. 
245 pages, $1. A 
Universe Analysed. $1. ` 


Annosti Mn 


TEK YROTH SHEKMR, MARCH 4. 1898. 


Gems of Ghought. 


Reason and truth should be more re- 
garded by us than vulgar opinion. — 
Cicero. 


Dears, that word which makes the 
vulgar shrink, does not harm us, for as 
long as we are alive itis not death, and 
when it is death we are no longer alive.— 
Epicurus. 


I mav never known one who could bear 
criticism, who could not be flattered, who 
would not bribe his judge, or was content 
that the truth should be loved always 
better than himself. — Thoreau. 


Tas moral law can pitch its tents quite 
as well, if not better, on the new territory 
of a natural order of the universe left open 
by science, than on theold one of religion 
and of belief in spirits.— Buchner. 


For many centuries the theologians hav 
taught that an unbeliever—au Infidel— 
one who spoke or wrote against their 
creeds, could not meet death with com- 
posure ; that in his last moments God 
would fill his conscience with the serpents 
of remorse. For a thousand years the 
clergy hav manufactured the facts to fit 
this theory.—/ngersoll. 


Tuere is no appearance that the first 
principles of things will ever be well 
understood. The mice which inhabit 
some little holes of an immense building 
know not if that building is eternal, nor 
who was its architect, nor why that archi- 
teat built. They try to preserve their 
lives, to people their holes, and to escape 
the destructiv animals that pursue them. 
We are mice, and the divine architect who 
has built this universe has not yet, as far 
as I know, told his secret to any of us.— 
Voltaire. 


Tux.great work of Darwin was to point 
out the main process through which the 
evolution of forms takes place. More or- 
gavisms come into life than the means of 
subsistence can support. This leads to a 
struggle for existence. There is some 
variety in: the forms of individuals of each 
species of plants and animals, and those 
possessing the variations most suited to 
their conditions are enabled to survive, 
while those less adapted to the circum- 
stances perish. This is called the survival 
of the fittest. These individuals reproduce 
in their offspring the variations that hav 
benefited them, and new variations occur, 
those that are useful being perpetuated. 
Thus there is a continual divergence from 
the parent stock, wherever there is a 
change of surrounding conditions that 
makes variations serviceable to existence. 
When these variations are long continued 
they form new species. But where there 
is no change in the circumstances of life, 
and the means of existence are abundant, 
there is little or no change in the forms of 
life, This process by which nature selects 
the forms best suited to their surround- 
ings is called by Darwin NATURAL SELEC- 
tion.—Robt. C. Adams. 


We believe—and when we say ‘‘ we” we 
mean all persons with any p’etensions to 
education or intelligence—in evolution as 
applied to the physical history of our 
globe. We believe that it passed through 
successiv stages or phases, each of which 
prepared the way for the one following, 
“ Evolution,” says Professor Le Conte, 
‘cis the central idea of geology. It is this 
ideg alone which makes geology a distinct 
science. This is the cohestv principle 
which unites and givs cohesion to all the 
scattered facts of geology; which cements 
what would otherwise be a mere incoherent 
pile of rubbish into a solid and substantial 
edifice.” That the Silurian age passed 
naturally into the Devonian, which served 
as a transition to the Carboniferous, no 
one who has given any thought to the sub- 
ject fora moment doubts. The trouble 
arises when it is proposed to consider suc- 
cessiv animal species as genetically con- 
nected. The scientific world at large has 
no difficulty in framing the conception or 
in adopting the idea, but to a few scientific 
men and 8 multitude of non-scientific 
persons there is impiety in the suggestion 
that one animal species—or one plant 
species, for that matter—could possibly 
hav passed into or given birth to another. 
The creation of species was an office which 
their theology had reserved for a super- 
natural being, and they cannot assign to 
natural causes or processes the honor of 
introducing to existence so much as the 
tiniestparasite. Whatever is most hideous, 
uncouth, destructiv, and loathsome in the 
animal kingdom must be regarded as the 
special and intentional production of 
divine wisdom no less than the noblest 
forms of life. None the less do men set 
themselvs to destroy whatever in creation 
they find hurtful or inconvenient; in 
practically dealing with plants and animals 
they ask—not, ‘‘Did divine wisdom create 
it for a wise purpose ?” but, ‘* Does it suit 
our interests to allow it to exist ?”—Pro- 
fessor Youmans. 


Works of Charles Watts. 


fhe Teachings of Secularism Compared 
with Orthodox Christianity.” 96 pages. 
Price, 25 ceuts. 

Secularism: Is It Founded on Reason, 
and Is It Sufficient to Meet the Needs 
of Mankind? Debate between tLe Ed- 
itor of the Halifax Hvening Mail and Charles 
Watts. With Prefatory Letters by George Ja- 
cob Holyoake and Coionci Ingersoll, and an 
Introduction by Helen H. Gardener. 60 pages, 

cents. 


A Reply to Father Lambert’s ‘Tactics 
of Infidels.” 20 cents. Post free. 

Christianity: Its Origin, Nature, and 
Influence. 32 pages. Price, 15 cents. 

The Horrors of the French Revolution : 
Their Causes. 24 pages. Price, 10 cents, 

Secularism: Destructiv and Constructiy. 
22 pages in cover. Price, 10 cents. z 

Bible Morality. Its Teachings Shown. te 
Be Contradictory and Defective as an Ethical 
Guide. 24 pages. Price, 10 cents. 

Agnosticism and Christian Theism : 

hich Is the More Reasonable? 24 
pages. Price, 10 cents. 

Evolution and Special Creation. 10 cents. 

Saints and Sinners—Which? 24 pages ir 
cover. Price, 10 cents. 

The Superstition of the Christian Sun- 
day: A Plea for Liberty and Justice. 
2 pages. Price, 10 cents. . 

The Glory of Unbelief. 22 pages in cover. 
Price, 10 cents. 

Nature and the Supernatural; or, Belief 
and Knowledge. 24 pages. Price, 10 
cents. 

The American Secnlar Union; Its Ne- 
cessity and the Justice of Its Nine De- 
mands. (Dedicated to Colonel Robert 
G. Ingersoll.) 82 pages in cover. Price, 10 cents. 

Theological Presumption : An Open Let- 
ter othe Rev. Dr. R. F. Burns, of Halifax, N. S. 
In fhis letter the following subjects are dealt 
with: 1. Why Do the Clergy Avoid Debate? 2. 
The Position of Agnosticism Toward Chris- 
tianity. 8. Freethought and Men of Science. 
4. The Difference Between Facts and Opinions. 
B Christ md Heroism. if Chnstanity and 

avery. pages. rice. cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER ÇO., 
28 Lafayette vl., New York. 


BIBLE MORALS. 


Twenty Crimes and Vices 
Sanctioned by Scripture. 


By J. E. Remssura. Price, 25 cents. 


ANEW WORK 


BY 
ARTHUR B. MOSS, 
Author of ‘The Bible and Evolution,” 
ENTITLED 


Christianity and Evolution, 


With preface by 
J. M WHEELER, Sub-editor of Freethinker. 


Price, $1. Order at once. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


L. K. Washburn’s Works, 


Sunday and the Sabbath. “A law regu- 
lating hnman conduct on the Sabbath is an im- 
pertinence.” Price, 10 cents. 


The False Teaching of the Christian 
Church. ‘‘The Thirty-nine Articles of 


the Christian church are thirty-nine poor. 
broken-down opinions.” Price, 10 cents. 


The Foolishness of Prayer. ‘‘ Think of 


aminister’s praying God to kill grasshoppers, 
to undertake a 


or trying to induce the Deit 
crusade of one against the Colorado beetle!’ 
Price, 10 cents. 


Followers of Jesus. Price, 10 cents. 
Spiritualism: Is It a Faith or a Fact! 


rice, 5 cents. 
Religious Problems. Price, 10 cents, 
Was Jesus Insane? Price, 10 cents. 


The Public Schools and the Catholic 
Church. Price, 5 cents. 


To Reguiate tre 
STOMACH, LIVER 
ann BOWELS, taxe 


RIPANS TABULES. 


BOLLS BY ss. eeAB'TS, 


143 


THE BEST! 


THE 


“Otto Wettstein” WATCH. 


Perfected, new model, 16 jewels, full adjusted 
to heat, cold, and position, beautiful double sunk 

, and all modern improvements; guaranteed 
a perfect timer. Price, in silverine dust-proof 
cases, $17; 8-ounce coin silver, $22; 4-onnce, $23 
In best filled gold case, open-face, dust-proof, $2€; 
hinged case, $28 to $30; hunting, $31 to $35; 14 
carat, solid gold, $45 to $150. Nickel works, $3 
more. 

Regular Grade American Watches.— 
Silverine case, 7 jewels, $6; 11 jewels, $7.50; 15 
jewels, $9; ditto, adjusted, $11; ditto, 17 jewels, 
$15. In finer cases, add as above. 

Ladics’ Amcrican Gold Watches.—aAli 
latest styles, in plush cases; best filled, 7 jewels 
$14; 11 jowels, $15.50; 15 jewels, $20; 14 carat soli 

old, $10 more. Heavier, more elaborate, and 

amond-set cases, from $5 to $100 more. 
_ All watches sent with written guarantee, kept 
in order 1 year, and after that time cleaned for $1 
and returned free. g 

Sundries, —Lower grade nickel watches, $6, 
#4, and #3. Best spectacles, $1; best razor, $2; 
best triple-plated teaspoons, $1.80; table spoons 
$3.60, knives, $1.75; forks, $1.75; all for 86. Solid 
silyer spoons, $1.50 per ounce; solid silver souv- 
enir spoons, 81, $1.25, $1.50, ge to $3. 

The Colonel tngerse! -~—Tea, $2.50 orange, 
$2.76; sugar, $3; gilt bowls, 50 cents more. Extra 
heavy teas, $3. Etched : 

“The Time to ve Happy ts Now,” 
60 cents extra. 

The Torch of Reason Badge, solid gold 
enameled in 5 colors, small pins, $2, $2.75, an 
$3.50. With diamonds, $5, $8. Large, $5, $6, $7.50, 
$10, $15, $20, 830. 

iamonds, 20 per cent. below market price. 
Send for price lists, cards in colors and gold of 
badge, tracts, etc., free. All goods prepaid (ex- 
cept knives and forks) and cash refunded at op- 
tion. Watch cleaned $1, and returned free. 
OTTO WETTSTEIN, Rochelle. NI 


WATER OF LIFB 
is Doing Wonders in Curing the Sick. 


Write for pamphlet to J. R. PERRY, 
No. 84 South Main street, Wilkesbarre, Pa. 


Gú WHY 33 


I specially want 600 orders for books within the 
next three months. 


Friends will please send stamp for circulars and 
WHY. 


ELMINA DRAKE SLENKER, 
nowville, Va. 


25 to $50 pigen 


Gentlemen, using or selling 
“Old Relinblo Pinter.” Only 
practical way to replate rasty aol 
warn knives, forks, spoons, etr.3 
fre] quickly done by dipping in melted 
inctal, No experience, polishing. 

+j or machinery. Thick plate at ono 
~ 4 operation; lasts 6 to 10 years; fino 
Tif Anish when taken from the plater. 
Every family has plating to do. 
Plater aelln readily. Profits large. 
We P, Harrison & Co, Columbus, Oe 


Card Press $3. Size for cir- 
culars or small newspaper 
2 #22. Saves you money and 
“|makes money pontine for 

neighbors. Full printed in- 
- (structions. Send stamp for 
catalogue of presses, type, 
cards, etc., to the factory. 
'& CO. Meriden, Connecticut, 


Au REOP TICK ccs. 
every Bubject for PUBLIC’ EXHIBITIONS, cto 
OJ A projtable businecs for a man with a smail Capiti, AWO 


Lanterns for Home Amusements, 2406 pago Cataloguo free. 
MCALLISTER, fe. Optician, 49 Nassau Sts N,Y e 


1a Ea 4 


THE NOTED SPECIALIST, 
For Men Only, 


Is a physician of a wide and extensive practice, 
and his remedies are, of the best. The Doctor 
treats all those peculiar diseases of young and 
middle-aged men, as the result of youthful errors 
and excesses, causing Early Decay, Loss of Man- 
hood, Wasting Discharges, Varicocele, Mental 
and oon Debility, Idiocy, Insanity, and 

eath, . 

To those afflicted and who are desirous of being 
cured a booklet of some 33 pages will be sent ta 
their address for ten cents. sealed in a Plain 
envelope, giving causes and Symptoms of the 
Complaint and a description of the Doctor’s im- 

ortant medical pred ea Outward Applica- 
Fonta positive cure—the only remedy of the 
kind in existence—with evidences of success. 
ddress, DR. R. P. FELLOWS, 
. _ Vineland, N. J. ` 
And say you saw this advertisement in TEE 


TRUTH SEEKER. 4 
ae Dr; Fellows is an Infidel. 
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ms My SENTIMENTS, TERRY. 
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N 


Aa 
elni 


z 


A CONFOUNDED PRAYER. 


Let them be confounded that persecute ine, but let not me be eovfvunded: let them be dismayed, but let 
not me be dismayed: bring npon them the day of evil, and destroy them w th duuble destruction:—Jere. xvu, 18. 


The Truth Seeker Library. 


Whe World’s Sages, Thinkers, and Re» 
formers. The Biographies of three hun- 
dred of the most distinguished teachers and 
philosophers (who were not Christians), from 
the time of Menu to the present. By D. M. Ben- 
nett. 1,075 pages, 8vo. Cloth, $3; leather, $4; 
morocco, gilt edges, $4.50. 


The Champions of the Church: Their 
Crimes and Perseentions, Biographical 
gketches of prominent Christians. compan- 
Tom bosk to “The World’s Sages,” etc. By D.M. 
Bennett. 8vo, 1,119 pages. orocco, gilt edges 

Price, $4 50. 


The Gods and Religions of Ancient and 


Modern Times. Vol. I gives a full ac- 
count of all the gods the nations of the earth 
have worshiped, including Jehovah, Satan, the 
Holy Ghost, Jesus Christ, Virgin Mary, and the 
Bible. 835 pages, 8vo. Vol. II describes fully 
all religions systems of the world, including 
Judaism, Mohammedanism, aud Christianity; 
the latter occupying 372 pages, heing fully gone 
into, 949 pages. By D. M. Bennett. Writ- 
ten in prison at Albany. In cloth, $3 per vol- 
ume, or $5 for the two volumes; in leather, $7; 
Bin morocco, gilt edges, $8. 


Supernatural Religion, An inquiry into 

the reality of divine revelation. Decidedly the 

most thorough and exhaustive work on the 
claims of supernaturalism ever written. By F. 
W. Newman, Emeritus Professor of the London 
University. 1,115 pages, 8vo. In cloth, $4; 
leather, $5; morocco, gilt edges, $5.50. 


The Great Works of Thomas Faino, 
Including The Age of Reason, Examination o 
Prophecies, Reply to Bishop of Llandaff, Let- 
ters to Mr. Erskine, Essay on Dreams, Letter 
to Camille Jordan, The Religion of Deism 
Common Sense, The Crisis, and the Rights o 
Man; the whole preceded by the Life of Paine, 
and a steel-plate portrait. 800 pages, 8yo. 
Cloth, $3; leather, $4; morocco, t edges, 
$4.50. 


Analysis of Religious Belief. An ex- 
amination of the Creeds, Rites, and Sacred 
writings of the World. By Viscount Amberley, 
son of the late Lord John Russell, twice Pre- 
mier of England. Complete from the London 
edition. 745 pages, 8vo. In cloth, $3. 

The foregoing volumes are called “The Truth 
Seeker Library.” If all are ordered together and 
sent by express, one dollar will be deducted from 
the price of each. 


A Naw Number of The Truth Seeker Library. 


PULPIT, PEW, 
and CRADLE. 


‘By Helen H. Gardener. 


One of Her Brightest, Wittiest, and 
Strongest Lectures Against 
i the Bible. 


Every Woman Shouid Read it 
and 
Know Her Enemies and Her Friends, 


Price, 10cents. Address this office. 


SING, BROTHERS, BING. 
USE THE 


LIBERAL HYMN-BOOK 


În your meetings, to make them lively and inter- 
ting, THE LIBERAL Hyrmw-Booxr contains songs 
by the best poets, adapted to well-known tunes, 
It ie highly recommended by Messrs. Wakeman, 
Parton, Wright, Green, Underwood, Mrs. Slenker, 
and, indeed, by all who hav examined it. Prios 
% cents. Address TUTE Serxes OT. 


Force and Matter; 


#®rinciples of the Natural Order of the Uni- 
verse, with a System of Morali y 
Based Thereon. 


By Prorussork LUDWIG BUCHNER, MD. 


uus TENTS : 
> The Fitness of Things i! 
immortality of Matter, _ Nature (Teleology), 
{mmortality of Force, Man, 
infinity of Matter, Brain and Mind, 
Value of Matter, Thought, 
Motion, Consciousness, 
Form, Seat of the Soul, 
Immutability of Natural Innate Ideas. : 
UWS, | The Idea of God, 
Universality of Natural Personal Continuance, 
aws, ital Forco, 
rte Heavens, . Lhe Soul of Brutes 
Periods of tho Creation Free Wi 


foros and Matter 


of the Earth, Merality, £ 
Vriginal Generation, Concluding Observa 
seuvlar Genoration, tions. 


Voice, Siem Address THE TRUTH SEER Bs 


Priestly Celibacy Exposed, 


By Rev. G. T, Fox, M.A. 
Price. 15 centa. Address this office. 


“INFIDELS AND CHARITY.” 


A Leaflet showing that the oft-repeated Chris- 
tian statement that Infidels do not contribute 
to nor found charities is a falsehood. Itought to 
be widely circulated to meet the calumny. Price, 
5 cents; 50 cents a dozen. Address THE TRUTH 
SEEKER, 28 Lafayette place, New York. 


«Works on the Labor Question. 


The Conventional Lies of Our Civilization, 
By, Max Nordau. Conrenrs—Mene, Tekel 
Upharsin; The Religious, Monarchic, and 
Aristocratic, Political, Economical, Matrimonial. 
and Miscellaneous Lies; Closing Harmony 
12mo, 364 PpP., paper, People’s edition, 60 c.: 
cloth, $1.00. 2 Li 
The Imperial Council of Vienna prohibited the 

sale of this book in Austria, and confiscated al! 

copics of it they could find. 

Economic Equities. A Compend of the 
Natural Laws of Industrial Production and Ex- 
change. By J. K. Ingalls, author of “Socie? 
Wealth.” Paper, 25c. 

Fruits of Philosophy. A Treatise on the 
Population Question. By Dr. Chas. Knowlton. 
Edited by Charles Bradlaugh and Annie Besant 
25¢. 


Poverty: Its Cause and Cure. Pointing 
out the means by which the working classes may 
raise themselves from their present state of low 
wages and ceaseless toil to one of comfort, dig- 
nity,and independence, and which is also capa- 
ble of entirely removing, in course of time, the 
other principal social evils. By M. G. H. 19c. 

Large or Small Families? On which Side 
Lics the Balance of Comfort? Ly Austin Holy- 
oake. 5c. 

Poverty: Its Effects on the Political 
Condition of the Peepie. By Charles 
Bradlaugh. 5e. 


Why Do Men Starve? By Chas. Brad- 


laugh. be. @ 
Ihe Land Question. Large Estates Inimi- 


cal to the Welfare of the People. By Charles 
Bradlangh. 5e. Pope S 


a 
Labor’s Prayer. By Chas. Bradlaugh, 5c. 
Addresse THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


THE GASE AGAINST THE CHURCH, 
A SUMMARY OF 
ARGUMENTS AGAINST CHRISTIANITY. 
Price, cloth, 50 cents. 


The Sunday Question 


A HISTORICAL AND CRITICAL REVIEW. 
WITH REPLIES TO AN OBJECTOR 


By GEORGE W. BROWN, M.D. 
Price -0 -0 ee in 


Materialism: 
Its History and Its Inf vnc 
Upon Society. 


By De. Louis Bucuner, Author of “Force an 
Matter,” etc. 


Translated from the German. 
Paper, 12mo, 15 cènts. 


Bible Temperance. 


LIQUOR DRINKING —_——— 


Commended, Defended, anc 
Enjoined by the Bible. 


By E. C. WALKER. 10 cents 


15 cents 


Apocryphal New Testament. 
THE GOSPELS, 


Episties, otca, Attributed to Jesus Christ and his Apostles 
and noi inciuded in the Now Testament. 


Price, - - = = ~ = = = #) 


A FEW DAYS IN ATHENS. 


By FRANCES WRIGHT. 


Embellished with the portrait of Epicurus, the 
Greek philosopher, and the author. 


Price. - - - - - 75 cent: 


BIBLE IN INDIA 


——HINDOO ORIGIN—— 
Of Hebrew and Christian Rev 
elation. 


By Lovis JACOLLIOT. 


Godly Women of the Bible 


A HISTORY OF ALL 
The Women Who Figure in the Bible. 


Price, $% 


~B 
An ÜnaonLY WOMAN or tax NINETEENTH CEN} 
UET. 
Cloth, - e- =- a = - cents. 


SISTER LUCY 


—AND— 


Her Awfu! Disclosures 


AS IC FEW AHEL CONVENT. 
Aad a Fow Words on Auricular Confossler 


N = Wa mka 


For all of the above address i 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette place, New York. 


Lech. 
Mrs. Wu. WILBUR, of Rowan, Ía., has 


been driven insane by a description of hell 
in a sermon. 


Tux archbishops and bishops of Brazil 
hav issued a joint letter, emphatic in its 
tone, in favor of the restoration of thé 
temporal sovereignty of the Holy Bee. 


In opposition to the attempt of Premier 
Wekerle of Hungary to pass a bill making 
civil marriage sufficient in law, the bishops 
hav issued manifestoes denouncing the 
proposed law as contrary to the law of God. 


Tus choice of Judge Gresham as secte- 
tary of state has received the approval 
both of Democrats and of Republicans. 
Gresham has ever been a terror to dishon- 
est railroad manipulators. He has been 
dubbed ‘‘the defender of the people,” 
He brooks no dishonesty in polities, He 
isa Freethinker, and the personal friend 
of Colonel Ingersoll, 


Tue passing by the Senate of a bill al- 
lowing Russia to extradite political of- 
fenders from the United States is exciting 
censure. John Swinton, for instance, 
says that the extradition treaty is ‘‘the | 
most rascallv and abominable ever drawn.” 
Tt would establish & czar in America, and 
consign to prison mahy noble patriots 
auemies of despotism. 


Jf ews of the 


THE Methodists on applying for space 
at the Fair learned that the could 4 av 
but 400 square feet, while the Catholics had 
been assigned 20,000: The Methodists 
claim that their application was in before 
that of the Catholics. They are indig- 
nant, and say they probably will not 
exhibit. They add: ‘The 20,000 square 
feet does not represent all the space given 
to the Catholics. That is for their educa- 
tional exhibit only. They hav space for 
other shows.” 


POSTMASTER-GUNERAU WANAMAKER made 
a trial of the pneumatic tube for the tran- 
sit of mail on the 17th ult. The first 
object transmitted was a Bible, wrapped 
in an American flag, with the message: 
‘‘First use of the first pneumatic. postal 
tube in the United States is to send 
through it a copy of the holy scripture, 
the greatest message ever given to the 
world. Covering the Bible is the Ameri- 
can flag, the emblem of Freedom of sixty- 
five million happy people.” 


Tue latest proclamation of the Holy 
Congregation of the Propaganda at Rome 
to the clergy of.the United States opens: 
‘The supreme pontiff has many reasons 
of sadness on account of the distresses 
which the impudent endeavors of 
wicked men are trying to. bring upon 
Christianity, especially in Europe. On 
the other hand, it is a great consolation 
to him to see the increase of Catholicism, 
with God's aid, elsewhere in the world. 
This is especially true of the great repub- 
lic, for where, scercely a century ago, 
there was hardly a vestige of Catholicity, 
we see now everywhere the church floar- 
ishing.” 


Tax annexation of Hawaii ia bejne dis- 
cussed for and against. The objectors say 
that it could not be received into the 
Union as a self-governing state, equal to 
the other states, but, as “a, far-away des 
pendency, would hay to be ruled bya pro- 
consn]—a strange and dangerous anomaly 
in our political system, an inexhaustible 
source of tyranny, profligacy, and cor- 
ruption, the beginning of radical changes 
in our free institutions.” Again, urge 
these opposers: ‘‘We are told that the 
Hawaiian islands would be a splendid 
station for our navy, and giv it great 
facilities in those important waters. 
Granted. But is it not worth while to 
consider that if we get such outlying 
posts for our navy we must build a navy 
large enough to protect the outlying 
posts, and that, while we are unassailably 
strong in our continental home, every far- 
away possession will be a vulnerable voint, 
an element of weakness?” 


Aw interesting question recently came 
up before Justice Dykeman in the su- 
preme court at White Plains, N. Y. Rev. 
Mr. Daniel 8. Toy has been requested by 
authorities to giv some evidence in an im- 
portant suit. .When the minister refused 
Lawyer A. N. Mayer made an appli- 
cation before Justice Dykeman to 
compel Mr. Toy to testify. The motion 
was opposed by Lawyer D. H. Hunt, who 
said Mr. Toy would not testify because 
the evidence he had was in the form of a 
confession and was protected by Matt, 
xviil, 15, which has been adopted by the 
Baptist church as a rule of disciplin, 
Judge Dykeman denied the motion of 
Lawyer Mayer, under section 833 of 
the code of civil procedure, which says: 
“A clergyman or other minister of relig- 
ion shall not be compelled to disclose acon- 
fession made to him in his professional 
character, in the course of disciplin en- 
joined by the rules of practice of the 
religious body to which he belongs,” 


~ 


it 


I 


Ine 


JA 


il 


iA TTL EL] 
E Hh q 


=t 
seem 
Tea Ae peeves | 
aj = 


NEY ear 3h 
Ye = 


AN ALMIGHTY SPIDER. 
Think of an almighty spider weaving a web to catch the souls of men, ete.—Ingersoll. 


“A Digest of Science.” 


THE DYNAMIC THEORY OF LIFE AND MIND: 


An attempt to show that all Organic Beings are both Con- 
structed and Operated by the Dynamic Agencies 
of their respective Environments, 


aunn 


By JAMES B. ALEXAN DER. 


Over 400 illustrations, 87 chapters, 1,067 pages, and a 3-column index of 11 pages. 
Price, express prepaid by us, only $2.75. 


his work endeavors to embrace the field covered by thousands of books, such as those of the | ¢ 


T 
“ Humboldt Library of Science,” the “International Scientific Series,” etc., by bringing together, in 1.25 


simple and direct form, with proper correspondence between them, all of the known factors con- 
tributing toward the origin and evolution of organic beings. 


Do you wish to ve well informed? THEN READ A CHAPTER OR VERSE DAILY FROM THIS BIBLE OF 


SOIENOE! . 
It is entertaining as well as enlightening, and will lead you to “ worth-ship ” (worship) nature 
—i. e., appreciate the worth of the Universal other. 
You must own this book some day: why not NOW? 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 2 Lafayette Place, New York. | By A: E Pama | R | f DE, 
e e : : Sees z y 
Being the story of his religious life and mental 
A S H O RT Brain and the Bible. ourneyings. ritten in his happiest and most 
H ISTO RY OF THE BIBLE rilliant wey, and is the: Best of all his splendid 
. Hiet Between Mental Science and Th WOTKS, EFD 0.000 ene 
p | Conflict e ience and Theology THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
BEING By EDGAR O. BEALL. 


Pro and Con of 


Supernatural Religion 


Have We a Supernatural, Inspired, Mirac- 
ulous Religion? ,. 


gy E. E. Gump. Paper, 20 cents: cloth, 30 sexte 


A Popular Account of the Formation and Development 
of the Canon. 


By BRONSON D. KEELER. 


Preface oy B. G. INGERSOLL. 


Unanswerable. Price, $1. 


Creed of Christendom. 


Its Foundatlon Contrasted with Its Superstructure, 
By W. R. GREG. 
Complete in 1 vol., 12mo, 399DD.. 81.50. 


CONTENTS: The Hebrew Canon. The New Tes- 
tament. The Early Controversies. The Books at 
First Not Considered Inspired. Weve the Fathers 
Competent A The. pattern noted as Soripture 

oo ks ich are Now Called Apocr e 
Heretics. The Christian Canon. PORIE 

Paper, 50 cents; cloth, %5 cents. 


HAND-BOOK 


OF 


FREETHOUGHT. 


By W. S. BELL. 


Containing in condensed and systematized form a 
vast amount of evidence against the superstitious doc- 

W trines of Christianity. / k i 
ù to all truth seekers it is invaluable. Its classification 
GAHAN of subjects makes it a hand-book. As Ingersoll said of 
Paine’s “Age of Reason,” it enables somebody in every village to “ corner the parson.” Its wide 
variety of subjects include all the disputed points between Christianity Hag Freethought. Price, 


As a book of reference and aid 
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Christianity a Fiction. 


THE 
Astronomical and Astrologic- 
al Origin of all Religions. 
By DR. J. H. MENDENHALL. 


Explanatory notes compiled and arranged by 
the late Jonathan M. Roberts. Price, 5? cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


THE SABBATH. 


By M. FARRINGTON. , 
A Thorough Examination and Ref- 
utation of the Claims of the 
Sabbatarians. 
Price = - - - - = 


10 cents. 
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The Order of Creation Thomas 


CONBLICT-BETWEEN GENESIS ANT GUD 807, 


A CONTROVERSY BETWEEN DIG 


Hon. W. E, GLADSTONE, Pron. Max Pin Lies 
Pror. T. UXLEY, M bx, TULE, 
roH E Err Lanron. i 


12m0, 178 pp-; paper, 50 cts.; cloth, TE ete. 


RMLIGION OF HUMANITY 


BETTER THAN 


ETERNAL PUNISHMENT. 


By M. BABCOCK. 
Price, i ez = - = 


Answers to Christian Questions 
” And Arguments. 


By D. M. Bennert. Paper, 146 pp.. 25 A. 


THE 
LOGIC OF DEATH, 


Why Should the Atheist Fear to Die? 
Ry J. G. HOLYOAKE. Price, 5 cents 


PHILOSOPHY OF SPIRITUALISM 


Anp Trzatmenr or MEDIOMANIA. 
By B. F. Marvin, M.D. Cloth, 50 cents. 


AMBERLEY’S LIFE OF JESUS. 
HIS CHARACTER and DOCTRINES. 
From the “Analysis of Re.igious Betief.* 
By VISCOUNT AMBERLEY. 

MUnth 


10 cents. 
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<M nonta 


Paine’s Works. J. D. Shaw's Books. 


Age of Reason. Pap., 25c.; 
6 copies for $1; clo., 50c. : 
Age of Reason and Examina- 
jon of the Prophecies. 
Pap., 40c.; clo., 750. 
A osle Tee eb ae Be 
ious Liberty, e. y 
EAA Remsburg. Portrait. Pap., 
50c.5 clo., 75c. À 1 
Common Sense. Written in 


1776. 15c._ | ; 
Crisis. Written During Am. 
Revolution. Pap., 40c.; clo., 75c. 
Great Works. 8vo. 800 pp.. 


clo., $3; leather, $4; morocce 
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POPES AND THEIR DOINGS. 


Vicars of Christ and Vicegerents of God. 
:Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


Comte and. Rousseau. By C 
Blanchard. Pap., 40c.; clo., with 
portrait, 600., 

Life of. With Explanatory 
Observations. By G. Vale. Por- 


trait. $1. 
Lithograph of. Heavy plate 
Paper, RIB, $1. 
Political and Religious Re- 
former. By B. F. Under- 


wood. 10c. 
Political Works: ‘f Common 
se une “Rights of 


Rights of Man. Answer to 
Burke's Attack on French Revo- 
lution. Pap., 40c.; clo., 75c. | 

Testimonials to His Merits. 
Compiled by J. N. Moreau. 10e 

Theological Works: ‘‘Age of 
Reason,” “ Examination of Proph- 
ecies,” etc., with Life of Paine 

. and steel port. $1.50. 

Vindication of. Reply toN. Y. 
Observer. By E. G. Ingersoll. 10c. 
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The Bible: What Is It? A pamphlet con- 
taining eight chapters. in refutation of the 
assumption that the Bible is a divine book of 

ure thougbt, and correct in all its utterances. 
Tice, 25 cents. ` 


Studies In Theology. A clear exposition 
of the biblical story of man's “creation,” and 
“curse,” theologically denominated ‘the fall.” . 
Price, 10 cents. ete 

The Bible Against Itself. Containing 
one hundred and fifty plain self-contradictions 
of the Bible, involving questions of theology, 
morals, and history. Price, 10 cents. 


The Human Nature of Jesus. A refuta- 
ti f the assumption that he was a divine 
erson, and that he was the fulfillment of Old 

Festament prophecies. Price, 10 cents. 


Liberalism. Treating the subject from a 
negative and afirmative standpoint, showing 
what it is not and what it is. troas oe 
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‘Pocket Theology. 


By VOLTAIRE, 


Terse, witty, and sarcastic definitions of theo. 
logical terms. Prica, 25 cents. 
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The True Ground of Right and Wrong. 

Among the tasks on which science is entering, 
one of the most vital is that of showing to the 
people the true ground of morality. It must make 


_ clear to the whole of the race, as it has already to 


some, the true cause why we call certain acts right 
and others wrong—must distinctly point out the 
reason for doing right, the source of the feeling of 
ough. 

The attempts to do this that hav been made by 
Christians will all be found on examination to be 
futil. The elucidations essayed by theological 
writers are on analysis seen to be but random col- 
lections of words to which no definit meaning can 
be attached. The late encyclicals of the pope on 
ithe labor question, so lauded as blessed and illu- 
minating deliverances of divine wisdom, are but 
instances of this sort. 

The object of this article is to introduce a short 
piece of reasoning from our great luminary Herbert 
Spencer in which he shows that the relations of 
right and wrong rest not on any of the misty sup- 
ports which unscientific writers hav alleged, but 
on natural connections of cause and effect. Con- 
duct, he says, is good or bad according as its 
aggregate results, to self or others, or both, are 
pleasurable or painful. He dissects, and shows 
the falsity of, the old notions that wrong is per- 
ceived to be wrong by divine revelation, or legal 
enactment, or inborn intuition. 

In exploding the first, the notion of supernatural 
determination of morals, he chooses as a typical 
case for his opposition the affirmation of Jonathan 
Dymond, a Quaker, in his “Principles of Moral- 
ity:” “The authority of the deity [is] the sole 
ground of duty, and his communicated will the only 
ultimate standard of right and wrong.” 

Coming to the second of the above doctrins 
which he sets himself to overthrow, to the effect 
that moral distinctions depend on legal enactment, 
Mr. Spencer preludes: “Following Plato and 
Aristolle, who make state enactments the sources 
of right and wrong, and following Hobbes, who 
holds that there can be neither justice nor injustice 
till a regularly constituted coerciv power exists to 
issue and enforce commands, not a few modern 
thinkers hold that there is no other origin for good 
and bad in conduct than law.” The illustriousness 
of Hobbes, as a modern writer who, though erring 
on this one point, on the whole possesses yery 
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great force and value, makesit worth while to giv his 
position in his own words: 


‘“ Where no covenant hath preceded, there hath no 
right been transferred, and every man has right to do 
everything; and consequently no action can be unjust. 
But when acovenant is made, then to break it is unjust; 
and the definition of JNJUSTICE is no other than the 
not performance of covenant. And whatsoever is not 
unjust is just. Therefore, before the names of 
just and unjust can hav place, there must be some co- 
erciv power to compel men equally to the performance 
of their covenants, by the terror of some punishment 
greater than the benefit they expect by the breach of 
their covenant ” (Leviathan xv). 

These two views, along with that of the intui- 
tionists, are satisfyingly shown tobefallacious. The 
latter part of the reasoning against these views, 
which moreover introduces what Mr. Spencer con- 
siders the true conception, we will present in the 
original language: “If, by tying its main artery, 
we stop most of the blood going to a limb, then, 
for as long as the limb performs its function, those 
parts which are called into play must be wasted 
faster than they are repaired ; whence eventual dis- 
ablement. The relation between due receipt of 
nutritiv matters through its arteries and due dis- 
charge of its duties by the limb is a part of the 
physical order. If, instead of cutting off the 
supply to a particular limb, we bleed the patient 
largely, so drafting away the materials needed for 
repairing not one limb but all limbs, and not limbs 
only but viscera, there results both a muscular 
debility and enfeeblement of the vital functions. 
Here, again, cause and effect are necessarily related. 
The mischief that results from great depletion results 
apart from any divine command, or political enact- 
ment, or moral intuition. Now advance a step. 
Suppose the man to be prevented from taking in 
enough of the solid and liquid food containing 
those substances continually abstracted from his 
blood in repairing his tissues: suppose he has 
cancer of the esophagus and cannot swallow—what 
happens? By this indirect depletion, as by direct 
depletion, he is inevitably made incapable of per- 
forming the actions of one in health. In this case, 
as in the other cases, the connection between cause 
and effect is one that cannot be established or 
altered by any authority external to the phenomena 
tnemselvs. Again, let us say that instead of being 
stopped after passing his mouth, that which he 
would swallow is stopped before reaching his 
mouth; so that day after day he is required to 
waste his tissues in getting food, and day after day 
the food he bas got to meet this waste he is forcibly 
prevented from eating. As before, the progress to- 
ward death by starvation is inevitable—the connec- 
tion between acts and effects is independent of any 
alleged theological or political authority. And 
similarly if, being forced by the whip to labor, no 
adequate return in food is supplied to him, there 
are equally certain evils, equally independent of 
sacred or secular enactment. Pass now to those 
actions more commonly thought of as the occasions 
for rules of conduct. Let us assume the man to be 
continually robbed of that which was given him in 
exchange for his labor, and by which he was to make 
up for nerve-muscular expenditure and renew his 
powers. No less than before is the connection be- 
tween conduct and consequence rooted in the con- 
stitution of things; unchangeable by state made 
law, and not needing establishment by empirical 
generalization. If the action by which the man is 
affected is a stage further away from the results, or 
produces results of a less decisiv kind, still we see 
the same basis for morality in the physical order. 
Imagin that payment for his services is made partly 
in bad coin, or that itis delayed beyond the date 


agreed upon, or that what he buys to eat is adulter- 
ated with innutritiv matter. 
of these deeds which we condemn as unjust, and 
which are punished by law, there is, as before, an 
interference 
physiological repair to physiological waste. 
it otherwise when we pass to kinds of conduct still 
more remotely operativ. 
forcing his claim, if class predominance prevents 
him from proceeding, or if a bribed judge givs a 
verdict contrary to evidence, or if a witness swears 
falsely, hav not these deeds, though they. affect him 
more indirectly, the same original cause for their 
wrongness? Even with actions which work diffused 


Manifestly, by any 


with the normal of 


Nor is 


adjustment 


If he is hindered from en- 


and indefinit mischiefs itis the same. Suppose that 
the man, instead of being dealt with fraudulently, is 
calumniated. There is, as before, a hindrance to 
the carrying on of life-sustaining activities, for the 


loss of character detrimentally affects his business. 


Nor is this all. The mental depression caused 
partiaily incapacitates him for energetic activity, 
and perhaps brings on ill-health. So that mali- 
ciously or carelessly propagating false statements 
tends both to diminish his life and to diminish his 
ability to maintain life. Hence its flagitiousness. 
Moreover, if we trace to their ultimate ramifications 
the effects wrought by any of these acts which 
morality called intuitiv reprobates; if we ask what 
results, not to the individual himself only, but also 
to his belongings; if we observe how impoverish- 
ment hinders the rearing of his children, by entail- 
ing underfeeding or inadequate clothing, resulting 
perhaps in the death of some and the constitutional 
injury of others—we see that, by the necessary 
connections of things, these acts, besides tending 
primarily to lower the life of the individual ag- 
gressed upon, tend, secondarily, to lower the lives of 
all his family, and, thirdly, to lower the life of 
society at large, which is damaged by whatever 
damages its units.” 

Here in the last few lines we hav been led toa 
point slightly different from the main theme, viz., 
the interdependence of society—the truth that what 
injures one injures all. If Leo XIII. had said in 
his encyclicals that we must see to it that the work- 
ingman gets his due, not because of any of the fol- 
derol considerations which he did assign, but 
because the worker if underpaid will remain 
ignorant and unhealthy, and by his misvoting and 
contagions injure us—if he had said this his deliv- 
erance would hav possessed some worth. 

The above is but a glimpse of the whole great 
question of morality. We hope in future issues to 
do more in exposition of this important subject. 


——_——<-— 
Mohammedanism vs. Christianity. 

An attempt to plant Mohammedanism in this 
country is being made. Mr. Alexander Russell 
Webb, formerly United States consul at Manila, has 
embraced that religion, and returned to New York 
to “establish a Mohammedan paper, to publish 
books that will educate Americans into a knowledge 
of Islam as it is, and to organize circles for the 
study of the Koran and of Islam in general.” 

In the lands where this religion of Islam, or Mo- 
hammedanism, prevails, polygamy is practiced. 
On this institution Mr. Webb makes some remarks 
worthy of weighing: 

“ Polygamy is the idea uppermost in the minds of 
Americans when Mohammedanism is mentioned. Our 
American idea of polygamy is got from the Mormons. 
We think that it means for a man to marry as many 
wives 28 he pleases, and that naturally fills us with dis- 


gust. 

“ You must remember, in the first place, that Moham- 
med found the Arabs marrying as many wives as they 
chose, He cut down the number so that they could 
marry one, two, three, or four wives, according to pipe 
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‘*WasHineton, March 1, 1893. 
“HoN. Grover CLEVELAND, Lakewood, N. J.: Your 
telegram received. Orders were issued already forbid- 
ding the use of the pension building on Sunday, and I 
am gratified that this action is in accordance with your 
wishes. Joun W. Noni, Secretary.” 
Before the telegram from Mr. Cleveland had 
been received Secretary Noble had forwarded the 
following communication to the chairman of the 
inaugural committee: 
‘© DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
‘“Wasnineton, D. C., March 1, 1893. 
“Cor. James G. BERRET, Chairman Inaugural Com- 
mittee, Sir: My attention has been called to the fact that 
it is the purpose of the inaugural committee to open the 
pension building on Sunday, the 5th inst., for one or more 
musical entertainments at which a charge for admission 
will be made. I hav toinform you that, in granting the 
use of this building for the inauguration ball, it was not 
contemplated that the building should be open to the 
public on Sunday, and as there will be opportunity on 
the subsequent day, during which the building is at the 
disposal of the committee, to giv the concerts referred to, 
the use of the pension building on Sunday for that pur- 
pose will not be permitted. Very respectfully, 
“Joun W. Nosux, Secretary.” 


The correspondence upon the subject concluded 

with the following additional note to Mr. Berrett: 
‘DEPARTMENT OF THE ee 
‘*Wasninaron, March 1, 1898. 

“Oor. James Q. Berrert, Chairman Inaugural Com- 
mittee, Sir: Since my letter to you of this date, relativ 
to the use of the pension-office building for a musical 
entertainment on Sunday next, I hav received a telegram 
from Mr. Cleveland of which I inclose you a copy, ex- 
pressing his strong opposition to the use of the building 
for a Sunday concert, and objecting to such concert as a 
feature of the inauguration. I also inclose for your in- 
formation a copy of myreply thereto. Very respectfully, 

“Joun W. Nosus, Secretary.” 

This action of the preachers is an impertinent 
interference with the rights of those who wish to 
make music or to listen to it. In its influence 
music is refining and uplifting. There is no more 
possibility of “sin” in listening to it on Sunday 
than on any other day; no more harm in enjoying it, 
as the New York World aptly puts it, than in re- 
joicing in the sunlight or the songs of Sabbath- 
ignoring birds. 


Islam. What religion has as bloody a record as Chris- 
tianity? When Omar and his army entered Jerusalem 
in the religious war not a drop of blood wasshed. When 
the Crusaders entered it seventy thousand men, women, 
and children were put to the sword. Even in their 
bloodiest wars the Mohammedans spared the old men 
and the women and children.” 

Our Moslem proselyter well continues: 

“ Think, in the eighth century Moslem Spain was 
the home of the arts and sciences, the highest type of 
civilization in the world, while Christian Europe was 
plunged in ignorance and in blood and was overrun with 
monks who thought it a sin to be clean.” 

An important point is the following, made on 
the scriptures of the rival faiths: 

“Read the Bible, then read the Koran. And if any 
fair-minded man does not say that the Koran is the bet- 
ter book, PH eat it. 

‘‘ The Old Testament is in every Christian household. 
I hay two little girls. With God’s help I shall see that 
they never read it. For it is the most obscene book I 
know of. It contains things that are utterly filthy. 
There is not a Jine in the Koran that anyone could object 
to, that could not be read anywhere or by anybody.” 

The morality connected with these two religions 
is further touched on: 

‘Islam in its highest form is the broadest, freest, most 
satisfying formulation of ethical truth known in this 
world. i 

‘*Tt has been said that if you strip Christianity of its 
three errors, the immaculate conception, the vicarious 
atonement, and the trinity, you hav Islam. The moral 
teachings of all systems, of Islam, of Buddhism, of 
Christianity, are the same. All the great inspired teach- 
ers taught the same ethical code.” _ 

Here, however, is a certain error, or exaggeration. 
It is not true that religious founders hav taught 
the same morals. Their ethical systems hav been 
alike only toa certain degree. The rules of con- 
duct to which it is necessary that men conform in 
order to exist in society, of course are nearly the 
same in all lands, and in so far as founders of re- 
ligions took these up the various religions embody 
similar moral injunctions; but these founders of- 
ten failed to select the right conceptions on morals 
from those which they found about them, and 
often added erring and pernicious notions of their 
own, and often coupled with their moral teachings 
supernatural doctrins whose effect was to vitiate 
and defeat the former. The codes are not the same. 

We hope that our Antichristian friend Muham- 
med Alexander Russell Webb—the “Muhammed” 
was prefixed to his name on his entering Islam— 
will hav huge luck, not in establishing his religion, 
but in lacerating, dilapidating, deracinating, and 
otherwise making away with the doctrins and 
usages of Christianity. 


cumstances. I am not foolish enough to suppose that 
polygamy could be engrafted upon our system of civili- 
zation. But you must know that prostitution does not 
exist in purely Mohammedan countries. In India, where 
the English are, the Christian English government sets 
aside on its official Indian budget each year a certain 
sum for providing prostitutes for the army. I did not 
believe this when I first heard it, but I looked into it and 


found that it was true. 
‘The harem is not an institution created by Moham- 


med, nor is the custom of keeping the women in seclusion 
a part of his system. He taught that women should 
dress modestly, and this precept has been carried to the 
extreme through the adopting of an Indian custom. In 
an Oriental city I lectured before about fifty Moham- 
medan women. They were separated from me by a 
screen and I could not see them, I lectured upon the 
customs of English and American society about women. 
They could all speak and understand English. As I 
heard afterward, they were terrified and scandalized by 
what I told them about the way our women went about 
the streets. The Mohammedan women are well content, 
and regard their Western sisters with fully as much 
pity and horror as their Western sisters hav for them. 
And furthermore, I know that their rights are as well 
protected as are the rights of our women.” : 

The above is very suggestiv. Our system of 
sexual regulation is thought by many of us the 
most perfect thing in the world. To these persons 
of local prejudice and narrow knowledge nothing 
could be more beneficial than such criticism from 
distant viewpoints. 

This missionary goes on to attack next the in- 
temperance which prevails in lands influenced by 
the Christian religion. Christianity does not for- 
bid or even discourage the use of intoxicating 
liquors; indeed, it commends it. But Mohammed- 
anism forbids the practice. African tribes con- 
verted to Christianity soon are weltering in alcoholic 
besottedness, while those who instead are under 
Mohammedanism remain or become abstinent and 
prosperous. 

This apostle to us poor Christian heathen next 
points to the significant fact that there are no 
priests as such in Islam. The iman who leads the 
prayers may be a butcher or baker or tailor. There 
is no class of priests, and therefore there is no 
inducement for a man to cling to error. The 
Christian minister educates himself at great ex- 
pense. His occupation becomes a means of liveli- 
hood, his only means of livelihood, in fact. A 
Christian minister in St. Louis said to Mr. Webb 
once: “I do not believe a great many things. But 
what am I todo? Iam fifty-five years old. I can 
not cast myself adrift. I must go on preaching, for 
if I quit, I starve.” 

Among the reasons why Christians should take 
up Islam are: 

‘‘ Because it makes every man individually responsible 
for every act he commits and every thought he thinks, 
and does not encourage him to sin bv teaching him a 


Shakspere. 
”. Colonel Ingersoll lectures at the Broadway 
Theater, 41st street and Broadway, this city, next 
Sunday evening, March 12th, on Shakspere. Peo- 
ple who havn’t heard this lecture are but slightly 
acquainted with the immortal William. It is calcu- 
lated to pain friend Burr somewhat, but that must 
be forgiven, considering the opportunity such a 
subject givs such an orator. Tickets should be 
purchased early to get the better of the speculators. 


Government Hand-in-Hand With Religion. 


It was arranged that as a part of the ceremonies 


— 
vicarious atonement. Because it is elevating and refining | of the presidential inauguration at Washington : ; 
in its tendencies, and develops the higher, nobler ele- | the marine band should Ba a coner on Sunday The World’s Fair From a Freethinker’s Stand- 
ments of humanity when it is faithfully, wisely, and in- ; ’ point. . 


the 5th, in the pension building. At this the 
preachers of that city sent to the Senate a protest 
against this rival entertainment on the day of which 
they hav been allowed a monopoly. They declared 
that the rendering of music by a national band in 
a national building on Sunday would be “a national 
sin.” One feature of the protest we find com- 
mented on by a popular daily in these words: 

‘Those Washington clergymen who are aghast at the 
sinfulness of permitting the marine band to giv a con- 
cert next Sunday seem strangely deficient in the 
sense of humor. For their mouthpiece, chosen to utter 
their protest against the ‘national sin’ of music on 
Sunday, they selected Matthew Stanley Quay, a notorious 
political corruptionist and a man who a few years ago 
embezzled nearly half a million dollars from the treasury 
of this state, and by virtue of the statutes of limitation has 
escaped the punishment which might hav brought re- 
pentance for his ‘sin.’ ” 

Upon the presentation of the protest, the men 
who govern our nation at once began scurrying 
about to purchase the favor of the religionists. 
The president-elect sent the following telegram : 

“ Laxewoop, N. J., March 1, 1893. 

‘To TuE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR: I am strongly 
opposed to the use of the pension building for a Sunday 
concert on the 5th inst., and object to regarding such a 
thing as a feature of inauguration. 


telligently followed.” 

The essentials of Islam Mr. Webb sums up as 
the unity of God, the inspiration of the Prophet, 
cleanliness, prayer, fasting, fraternity, alms-giving, 
and pilgrimage. 

The Mohammedan tenet of the unity of God Mr. 
_ Webb opposes to the Christian doctrin of the trin- 
ity, which he considers as the doctrin of three 
gods. 

The religion of Mohammed secures cleanliness in 
the following way : 

“The Mohammedan must pray five times a day, at 
sunrise, at noon, between four and five o’clock, just at 
sunset, and at bedtime. He must pray at each of these 
times, and in this way he is at least five times during the 
day reminded of his religion. Each time he prays he 
must make his ablutions, and thus the virtue of cleanli- 
ness goes havd in hand with prayer.” 

A merit of Islam is laid before us thus: 

« The great central idea of Islam is brotherhood. All 
men stand upon a level. The rich merchant, the noble- 
man, the beggar are brothers. Mohammed taught and 
practiced this most earnestly. And I hav never known 
of a Moslem being inhuman or cruel to a brother Mos- 
lem.” i 

We commend to the attention of Christians, 
with their judgments perverted by their one-sided 
education, the following truth : ‘f GROVER CLEVELAND.” 

‘They say that Islam is the religion of the sword. Secret:ry Noble immediately sent the following 
This isa strange reproach for Christianity jto bring to | reply to Mr. Cleveland: 


In May we shall begin the publication of a series 
of letters which will be of great interest and 
beauty. Samuel P. Putnam will write them from 
Chicago, and they will be about the World’s great 
Fair, which opens in that lively and booming town 
on May 1st. Mr. Putnam’s description—as every- 
one who knows him knows—will not be the com- 
imonplace matter of the geniusless boiler-plate 
correspondent, but the impressions made upon a 
cosmopolitan poet by the aggregation of samples of 
the world’s progress in mechanics, art, literature, 
knowledge. The letters will undoubtedly be big and 
broad, wide and deep—a picture and a panorama, 
a history of human advance from “that man in the 
dug-out” to the racial subjugation of the forces of 
nature—so far as these forces are subdued. The 
letters will be essentially a Freethinker’s view of 
the Fair, what it shows, and what it foreshadows, 
and we venture to say that among the hundreds of 
correspondents at the Fair, and the thousands of 
letters to be written by them, there will be none 
like the writer of the Freethought views and his 
descriptions. Readers of his “News and Notes” 
will agree with us in this estimate, we know. 

We shall be obliged to our friends if they will 
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call the attention of their friends to this announce- 

ment and suggest to them that a six months’ 

subscription will insure them the receipt of these 

letters, which will alone be worth many times the 
cost of the paper. 


Some Handsome Premiums. 


: To induce new subscriptions and prompt renew: 
als on the part of our friends we make the follow- 
ing handsome premium offers: 

For $5.00 we will send Taz Trura Szzxer one 
year ($3.00) and “ Paine’s Great Works Complete ” 
(3.00). This edition of Paine’s works contains a 
picture of Paine, of the statue proposed to be 
erected in Chicago, and of his monument in New 
Rochelle. 

For $5.00 we will send Tar Trura SEEKER one 
year ($3.00) and “The World’s Sages, Thinkers, 
and Reformers” ($3.00). By D. M. Bennett. 

For $4.50 we will send Taz Trura SEEKER one 
year ($3) and “The Freethinker’s Pictorial Text- 
Book” in cloth ($2.50). : 

For $4 we will send Tus Terura SEEKER one year 
($3) and “ The Freethinker’s Pictorial Text-Book” 
in boards ($2). 

For $4 we will send Tar Trura SEEKER one year 
($3) and a copy of “ Old Testament Stories Comic- 
ally Illustrated ” in cloth covers ($1.50). 

For $3.50 we will send Taz TRUTH SEEKER one 
year ($3) and “Old Testament Stories Comically 
Ilustrated ” in board covers ($1). 

This is a splendid opportunity to obtain books 
which every Liberal desires to hav at an exceed- 
ingly low price. - Old and new s«bscribers can avail 
themselvs of it, and we shall be glad if our present 
readers will call the attention of their friends to 
the values offered. 


Having apparently succeeded in getting Con- 
gress to cripple the World’s Fair at Chicago by 
requiring it to be closed on Sunday, the ultra- 
puritans hav now begun a crusade against “the 
nude in art.” They would like to put a basque on 
the Venus de Milo and drape the nether limbs of 
the Apollo Belvedere in trousers. They want 
nothing shown in the art galleries which presents 
the human form outside of the dreary bags made 
by the tailor or the dressmaker. In every age the 
“respectable.” hav, says Colonel Ingersoll, “ been 
opposed to the works of real genius. If what 
are known as the best people could hav had their 
way, if the pulpit had been consulted—the pro- 
vincial moralists—the works of Shakspere would 
hav been suppressed. Nota line would hav reached 
our time. If the Scotch kirk could hav 
decided, nothing would hav been known of Robert 
Burns. It is not too much to say that every book 
now held in high esteem would hav been destroyed, 
if those in authority could hav had their will.” 
And so, if the present puritanical domineerers of our 
government could hav their will, art would be crip- 
pled and smothered. Is they could really hav their 
whole will, what of pleasure or use would be left 
in the world? 


_-— 

In our next issue we shall print our concluding 
words to Mr. Anderson, showing what certain 
great men believed on design in nature. We are 
pleased, too, that a life of Charles Darwin by his 
son Francis, just published, will enable us to pre- 
sent to our readers in the same number the views 
of that illustrious discoverer not only on design 
but on Christianity, revelation, and various argu- 
ments for the existence of a God. 


New Editions. 


New editions of the following books are in the binder’s 
hands and will be ready by the time this reaches our 
readers: f 

Liberty in Literature. A testimonial to Walt Whitman 
by Col. Robert G. Ingersoll. To which we hav added 
the funeral address, by the same appreciativ friend of 
America’s most original poet. This is the only form in 
which the funeral address can be obtained. Price 25 
cents, paper; 50 cents in cloth. 

Six Lectures on Astronomy. By Prof. Richard A. 
Proctor, delivered in Chickering Hall. A popular and 
most interesting summary of the science of astronomy, 
and particularly interesting to Freethinkers as over- 
throwing the Mosaic legend. Price in paper, 20 cents. 


St. Johns, Mich. 
racy and direct little work, unanswerable by Christians. 
On this we hav reduced the price to 15 cents. 


against, and an appeal-to every American citizen to ex- 
amin carefully and thoughtfully, a religious system so in- 
vasiy of privacy, so powerful for evil in licentious hands, 
so fraught with danger to female modesty, to the ingenu- 
ous openness of youth, and to the freedom of thought, 
speech, and action, 


religious and theological writings, with a Life. 
trated. Cloth, $3; with Taz Trura SEEKER one year, $5. 


and if the pressmen keep their promises will be ready 
for delivery next week. Orders may be sent and will be 
filled as soon as the book isin hand. Price, 25 cents. 


about living in a country with a semi-tropical climate 
like that of Washington. Sometimes the climate for- 
gets whatis expected of it and does not appear. The 
prospectus calls for two months of damp weather on 
or about January 1st. The rest ofthe time we are to 
be supplied with Italian skies. 
that years ago the sound country had a severe 
winter, and now when a cold Snap comes on the 
old inhabitant remarks that this is mild weather 
compared with what we had while Washington was 


Why Don’t God Kill the Devil? By M. Babcock, of 


first removing my lot, keeps me from enjoying my 
Including the poem by that title. A 


estate as I thought I should when I consented to 
own it. 

I hay spoken of the roads which disappear in the 
woods. Of course these roads are disappointing to 
people who would like to travel somewhere over 
them, but you hav no idea what a bank they are 
for country editors to draw on. We couldn’t very 
well get along without them, because after a while 
if we had not “The Necessity for Good Roads” to 
write about we would hav no subject at all. The 
new editor may start off blithely on the resources of 
the country (we havn't got so far as “ products ” 
yet), and tell about our lumber, our concealed 
mineral wealth, and our vast undeveloped agricult- 
ural domain. He of course says that as yet little is 
known about these, and the general and non- 
committal style of his remarks proves the statement. 
The subject will not pan out more than one good 
article. Twice or three times a year, maybe, there 
is a fire in town that catches the volunteer firemen 
out of hearing of the bell and the engin-horses 
hauling sand. This furnishes an excuse for a 
powerful article on the apathy of the city council 
touching protection against fire, but interest in the 
subject dies out before the hose is dry. The owner 
of the burnt building gets his insurance and don’t 
understand what the editor is roaring about. 
Politics doesn’t last long, religion is not conspicuous 
enough to need dressing up very often, and so before 
he knows it the editor has nothing for his blood to 
boil over. Here is where the virtue of bad roads 
shows itself. The poor road is like the Mormons. 
It hasn’t a friend in the community, and the editor 
can yeli “Giv Us Better Roads” and not lose a 
reader of his valuable paper. The county commis- 
sioner is elected on his promis to see that the 
farmers hav better roads to haul their produce over, 
and the representativ to Olympia agrees to intro- 
duce a bill for a state system. We hav a special 
election occasionally to bond the earth for a road 
and bridge fund, when everybody goes to the polls 
and votes against the proposition. Finally the 
settlers build the road themselvs, and then to keep 
them from shooting outsiders who travel it the 
county commissioners accept it. Until our county 
highways are all paved and hav patent sidewalks 
roofed over, our cry for better roads will be repeated. 
We hav a standing sarcasm to the effect that the 
road to hell is much pleasanter than that from here 
to Hyas City, because it is paved. 

I presume you hav heard of our senatorial dead- 
lock, and hav inferred that political fences are built 
very high by our people. It is quite true that 
sentiment is divided by party lines, but that is not 
what troubles the legislature. We are overwhelm- 
ingly in favor of getting appropriations from Con- 
gress to grade our lots, dig our ditches, and water 
our yards during the dry season. The man to repre- © 
sent us in Washington city is the man who can 
steal the most out of the United States treasury. 
It is admitted that any senatorial candidate would 
steal as much as he could get away with, but the 
split has come over the question of dividing the 
wad. For instance, we want the Snohomish river 
improved so that ocean steamers can discharge 
cargo and passengers at Ferg’s wharf. Residents 
along Swinomish slough desire that inlet made 
over into a ship canal so they can get their cran- 
berries into the markets of the orient; while, as I 
understand it, the bunch-grassers east of the 
Cascade range hav a scheme in view to irrigate the 
Great American Desert. The Swinomish slough 
folks are not enthusiastic for irrigation, as they hav 
to wear gum boots the year round now; the bunch 
grassers, withthe Rocky mountains on one side and 
the Coast range on the other, think a ship canal is 
impracticable, and neither of them care whether 
the snags are taken out of the Snohomish river or 
not. Hence the lack of unity of purpose among 
representativs from the different sections. If we 
finally elect a senator who doesn’t steal a cent from 
the rest of the country we shall probably be sorry 
that we did not return the man who has been 
drilling at the treasury for the past two years. 

Speaking of legislators, do you remember John 
Brown Smith, who went to jail in Massachusetts a 
dozen or fifteen years ago rather than submit to ` 
taxation without representation? He is now a 
resident of this state and represents Douglas 
county at the capitol. I received a letter from 
him the other day in which he inquired after you. 
He also referred to his experience as a convict, and 
observed, “ You see I hav not reformed, but I am 
in the legislature instead of the jail.” 

Gro. E. MACDONALD. 

Snohomish, Wash., Feb. 26, 1893. 


—— 


The Priest in Absolution. This work is a protest 


Price, paper, 25 cents. 
Paine’s Great Works Complete. Comprising all his 
Illus- 


The Crimes of Preachers. This book is on the press, 


The Joys and Otherwise of a New Country. 


My Drar Brorser: There are some drawbacks 


There is a legend 


a territory. He was believed last year and two 
years ago, though I think he was prevaricating 
then, but the present winter has robbed him of his 
occupation as a liar; for the latest arrival has seen 
ice in the river, the thermometer 10° below nothing, 
and three feet of snow on the ground. The old 
settler stood by the territorial temperature until he 
had to turn his thermometer. People who came 
here from the East to escape the severity of your 
winters expressed some surprise at the way zero 
climbed over the mercury. A revivalist from 
Rhode Island joined us at the time cold weather 
did, and was heard to express some apprehensions 
about the prudence of frequently alluding to the 
temperature enjoyed by lost souls during his labors 
among us. 

The only tropical growth in Washington is the 
boom town. Soon after I reached Snohomish in 
the middle of 1891, I went down the river eight or 
ten miles one Sunday to look at.a town site that 
was then attracting some attention and real-estate 
speculators. It was mostly stumps and swamps. 
Its inhabitants were dwellers in tents. I met the 
editor of the paper there, and to giv our conversa- 
tion a literary varnish, told him the place re- 
minded me of New Eden, which showed that I had 
read Dickens and also that he hadn’t. He had on 
boots that reached to his hips, and I was afraid he 
would kick me with one or both of them when I 
explained myself. The town now has five or six 
thousand inhabitants, who refer to Snohomish as a 
suburb. I may add that it also has a big shipyard, 
one of the largest nail factories in the country, the 
leading paper mill of the West, an electric light 
system, and a water system, and is the salt-water 
terminus of the Great Northern Transcontinental 
railroad. It now proposes to incorporate as the 
city of Everett with some forty square miles or so 
within its limits. The people down there are try- 
ing to steal our court-house and hav assurance 
enough to ask for the state capitol. Their cheek is 
in good repair and they do not propose to let con- 
cealment, like a worm in the bud, feed on the 
damask roses of the same. 

My residence in this city,is on Nob hill. My lot 
is 60 x 128 feet, and has but eleven trees and eight 
stumps on it, besides those covered by the house. 
The stumps are comparativly small, being not 
much larger than the platform of a Coney Island 
merry-go-round. When I get these out ard hav 
eradicated old Stinson’s skidroad that he logged 
over in the sixties I shall be ready to plow and put 
in garden truck. The avenue I liv on goes more 
than a block beyond my house before it gets lost in 
the woods: Any Snohomish person that you meet 
at the Fair will tell you that I liv in the heart of 
the city. I shall try gardening this summer, and 
expect to succeed at it if the mortgage note doesn’t 
drop due on my vegetables and put their light out. 
We hav the mortgage here as in the East and its 
notes keep people awake nights when everything 
else is quiet, although this is a new country. The 
lot I liv on is my first attempt at cornering the 
soil. I hav not been a monopolist before, and 
when I think of the troubles that afflict wealthy 
grabbers like myself I cannot wonder that so many 
remain poor. To look at a cedar stump whose 
roots extend back to the carboniferous era, and 
contemplate the task of getting them out without 
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Seoience and Progress. 


Boodle Resources. 


“Take away the fear of hell,” says the abbé 
Lamenais, “and the support of the clergy would be 
gone.” But who knows? Even in heaven the 
abbé’s colleagues might sell furlough-tickets to 
Christians doomed to pass eternity whining psalms 
in praise of Jesus. 

An American Expert. 

The Annual of the Swiss Tourist’s Guide pub- 
lishes an article under the title, “ How to Combine 
Pleasure with Profit.” The Rev. Dr. Parkhurst 
might furnish some interesting hints on that 
problem. 

Natural Allies. 

The Chinese bonzes consider opium a necessary 
evil, needed to assist true believers in the final re. 
nunciation of worldly vanities, and deserving toler- 
ation, as long as the poison-venders do not expose 
their merchandise in the pagoda bazars (sacred to the 
sale of holy relics). Our gin-shops, too, hav pre- 
pared millions of souls for the gospel of anti- 
naturalism, and the opposition of our clergy to 
the progress of the liquor traffic would largely cease 
if they could stop the sale of spirituous stimulants 
on the day they wish to reserve for the dispensa- 
tion of spiritual tonics. Some of the Old World 
priests, in upper Austria, for instanee, contrive, in- 
deed, to assist their parishioners in their heaven- 
ward progress by brewing beer, or operating large 
vineyards and wine-presses. 

A Sensible Precedent. 

In the early days of Mohammedanism the chalifs, 
as successors of the Prophet, were, ex officio, the 
primates of Islam; but the Bagdad commander of 
the faithful snubbed and bulldozed the provincials 
till they got tired of his insolence and openly defied 
his authority by electing pontiffs of their own, like 
the iman of Muscat and the Persian sheikh-ul-Islam. 
Suppose our American Catholics should solve the 
“autonomy problem” in a similar way? What 
transatlantic cable expenses and worry about sup- 
pressed appeals that plan would save! 


Imported Pests. 

The rabbits which some foolish colonists brought 
to New Zealand hav multiplied till hundreds of 
fertil farms hay had to be abandoned by their 
owners. They devour the growing crops, ruin 
orchard-trees, and cause inundation by undermining 
the irrigation-dikes. The aggregate of mischief 
thus caused is estimated at $5,000,000 a year, and 
the Duneddin Herald denounces the importation of 
the ruinous rodents as “an unparalleled folly, con- 
sidering the fact that the little pests were not in- 
digenous to the country, and had to be petted and 
acclimatized at considerable expense.” But were 
our priests and parsons indigenous to the soil of 
the New World?’ Were not their importers, too, 
guilty of a most gratuitous folly, and hav they a 
right to complain that the long-eared pets hav 
multiplied till their aggregate expense to Australia 
and the two Americas amounts to something like 
$500,000,000 per year? To some degree, however, 
we can also share in the consolation of the afflicted 
_New Zealanders that “the wretched parasites can 
not subsist upon the nativ products of the soil, and 
may be starved out by withholding their artificial 
means of support.” 

Mount Stromboli. 

The continuous earthquakes on the island of 
Zante appear to extend their influence to the 
Lipari archipelago, where the voleano of Strom- 
boli has for weeks illuminated the sky with the 
glare of its fire-storms. One branch of its net- 
work of volcanic clefts is in a state of almost per- 
petual activity, emitting blasts of cinders, with a 
wheezing noiseresembling the puffs of an old engin. 
Its lava-streams, too, hav formed quite a bank of 
bituminous deposits, and once in four or five years 
the crater indulges in a first-class eruption, like 
that of February 7th of the present year, when its 
whirls of black smoke were plainly seen from 
Monteleone, on the west coast of Italy, at a dis- 
„tance of sixty-five miles. The Lipari islands are 
only sparsely inhabited, and our theological moral- 
ists would not fail to point out the goodness of 
Providence in that life-saving ‘arrangement, if the 
much more ruinous hell-vent of Mount Vesuvius 
had not been planted in the midst of the most 
densely populated districts of southern Europe. 

An Eye-Opener. 

The managers of the Buddhist missions at the 
beginning of our chronological era, had no hesita- 
tion in resorting to bribery, in order to increase 
the number of their converts, and like our Chris- 
tian propagandists in the East Indies, had a keen 
scent for getting on the track of talented individ- 


uals in necessitous circumstances, and putting 
them in a way of bettering their. spiritual and sec- 
ular prospects at the same time. Is it not possible 
that a light of that sort dawned upon Paul, alias 
Saul, when he journeyed to Damascus in quest of 
employment? 

; Widowed Infants. 

In Catholic Spain, twelve years for a girl and 
sixteen for her inamorato is considered a marriage- 
able age, but the Spanish Americans go still further, 
and in Peru babies of ten years are now and then 
betrothed to rich Don Juans, old enough, with such 
marriage laws, to be their great-grandfathers. The 
traveler Burmeister, in the chronicle of his sojourn 
at Porto Santo, mentions a little vixen of eleven 
years who had been widowed twice, once by the 
death and once by the desertion of her husband. 
With the clerical moralists the promotion of a 
chance for nuptial and baptismal boodle has always 
outweighed the objections against premature mar- 
riages, and in the island of Corsica the evil had to 
be abated by a junta of strong-minded rustics, con- 
fronted with the peril of overpopulation under cir- 
cumstances that encouraged them to defy the pro- 
tests of their priests. 

A Tearful Privilege. 

In this best of all possible worlds the “ solace of 
tears ” isnot strictly ahuman prerogativ. Antelopes, 
llamas, and reindeers, in distress, as well as in a 
state of sexual disappointment, weep like Methodist 
revival preachers, and the East Indian Rhesus 
monkey, if provoked to rage, will flush crimson and 
use the back of his hand to rub the tears out of his 
eyes. Laughter, on the other hand, is a more 
specific human function. Animals left at the tender 
mercy of: theix Christian fellow-creatures hav 
“nothing to laugh,” and the grin of our Darwinian 
cousins is intended rather as a menace, analogous 
to the snarl of a dog showing his teeth. 

A Banner Bird. 

Among the zoological curiosities of southern 
Australia there is an “owl parrot,” half hawk and 
half cockatoo, and rivaling the plumage of the 
silver pheasant. In captivity it amuses its owner 
by its inquisitivness and its insatiable appetite ; it 
will prowl about a darkened room like a cat and 
make a spring at every bit of organic substance— 
dead mice, herrings, potatoes, fishballs, and cock- 
roaches. But the sudden opening of a window 
shutter throws it into a flutter of still more ludi- 
crous excitement. It will shriek out a more and 
more emphatic protest, and finally take refuge in 
the darkest corner and refuse to be consoled till 
night or the closing of the shutter restores the con- 
genial darkness. That light-hating fowl could not 
be rivaled for a banner-bird of Jesuitism. 

Silencing a Watchdog. 

Our Mexican neighbors tame savage dogs by 
chaining them to a log that breaks their energy by 
its weight and checks attempts at too rapid prog- 
ress by knocking against the knees of the racer. 
With a similar ingenuity our Christian countrymen 
limit the enterprise of a meddlesome scientist by 
chaining him toa college professorship and ham- 
pering his liberty and liberalism with the implied 
duty of discretion. F. L. Oswatp. 


o— 
Grace Before Meat. 
From Kate Field’s Washington. 
When Julia carves at household feast— 
A figure so benignly sweet— 
Across my brain will often flit 
The saying of an old-time wit, 
** Grace before meat.” 


When Julia carves with dainty hands, 
Whose every touch is light and neat, 
The toughest breast should tender grow, 
The dryest joints new flavor show— 

‘* Grace before meat.” 


When Julia carves, her gracious smile, 
Which givs to me a welcome sweet, 

Sends through my heart a curious thrill— 

Devotion doth my spirit fill, 

‘* Grace before meat.” 


The Effect of Religion. 
De bigger dat you see de smoke 
De less de fire will be, 
And de leastest kind o’ possum 
Climbs de biggest kind o’ tree. - 


De darky at de old campground 
Who kin loudest sing and shout 

Is agwine to rob some henroost 
Afore de week is out. 


A Secret Out. 
The elder was sad and the preacher was dumb, 
That scandal was ripe it was clear; 
For instead of a dime the deacon had dropped 
Tn a check, reading ‘‘ Good for one beer.” 


The Preacher’s Make-up. 
Little drops of wisdom, 
Great big chunks of gall, 
Make the mighty preacher 
In the pulpit tall, 


* 


The Grandeur of the Skies Proclaims: ‘“‘ There 
Is No God!” 


To A. Aveusra Cuapman, Esteemed Friend: 
When we contemplate existence, and with our 
limited capacity endeavor to grasp the depth of 
space, the vastness of distances, the colossal pro- 
portions and the countless number of cosmic 
bodies, and the lightning speed with which they 
whirl on through their interstellar orbits; then 
place this knowledge, together with the aggregate - 
of science, in the crucible of reason, it seems strange 
that so intelligent a lady as you can continue to 
believe, that among or Within this whirlpool of re- 
volving, gyrating, flying masses, a living, breathing, 
sentient being can exist, whom or which you please 
to call “God,” “Soul of the Universe,” “ Omni- 
present Personality,” and kindred names. 

If a telegraphic message could be sent to the 
moon from our earth, it would reach its destination 
in about a second. It would traverse the distance 
between here and the sun—92,000,000 of miles— 
in eight minutes; yet there are stars—suns, worlds, 
and systems—even in reach of our telescopic vision, 
so remote that it would take a message years to 
get there; saying nothing of the countless number 
which exist beyond the range of our strongest 
lenses. Please permit your thoughts to ponder 
upon the aspect of boundless space and all it im- 
plies and tell me, is it reasonable, comprehensible, . 
that a single living, breathing gigantic. being—a 
personality—can exist on each and all of them and 
within the interstellar spaces between these gi- 
gantic, whirling, moving bodies, and survive? 

Astronomy emphatically proclaims to all candid 
and comprehensiv minds: “There is no God!” To 
those’ whose power to grasp the actual magnitude 
and aspect of cosmic existence is inadequate, the 
result, of course, is the opposit; they are awe- 
struck, bewildered, and failing to comprehend actual 
existence, are prone to accept a supernatural solu- 
tion therefor. 

But you, my friend, are now subjecting your 
faith to the behests of science and reason. Pray, 
then, tell me of what nature is the God you worship, 
where is “He,” what is his outline, and what are 
« His” characteristics ? 

If we gaze through the great “Infidel ” telescope 
on Mount Hood, to the remotest star, we do not 
discover God. Changing its range but a hairs- 
breadth we traverse distant space for billions of 
miles, but, alas! no God. We change again, again, 
aid again, and could continue the search for ages. 
Still we behold space filled with countless suns and 
systems in every direction, all flying with incon- 
ceivable velocity, never ceasing for ages and ages, 
yet we hav not discovered a trace of your God or 
any other God. : 

Where then is the God you worship? What is 
“ He” whom you invest with personality? In all 
our researches we behold nature, supreme and 
grand, here and there and everywhere—never a. 
God. In our closest analysis we see nature only, 
its order and operations, but absolutely not a vestige 
of any “ God,” “ Deity,” or “Supreme Intelligent 
Power.” What then is it you cling to, what basis 
remains for your faith, having discarded the God 
of your fathers and a faith in the Bible? 


You say “a soulless nature would speedily lapse 
into a state of inertia.” Nothing could be farther 
from existing facts. All matter is pregnant with 
life and vitality, physical and chemical forces, ever 
“ struggling "—yes, fortuitously—to evolve into 
shrub, flower, tree, man, world, or sun. I will giv 
you a pound of gold for every grain of “inert 
matter ” you may bring me, the teachings of your 
childhood days to the contrary notwithstanding. 
Would animal life cease to. evolve from inorganic 
matter without your God? Would bodies cease to 
fall, fluid forms in space cease to assume a globular 
form, in a soulless universe? Would fire cease to 
burn, powder not explode, poison not kill, or water 
run uphill without a God? Would cosmic phenomena 
come to an end and eternal chaos exist in space ? 
Bosh! If phenomena necessitate a Creator, infinit 
simultaneous phenomena necessitate an infinit 
number of Creators! I would rather believe that a 
single mechanic could make every watch, clock, 
sewing-machine, locomotiv thrown in, in the world 
in a single day than believe that a single God 
could create every human being, horse, cow, hen, 
fish, snake, elephant, shrub, tree, and flower at one 
and the same time. How does your God make 
them? You well know all these phenomena are the | 
inevitable results of existing natural causesand not 
the achievements of caprice or mind. It would, in- 
deed, require the energy of countless millions of 
Gods to stop the motion, growth, and development 
of all of nature’s products, and then they—couldn’t 
do it! 

Hav ever pondered 


you concerning the - 
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nature ofthe Divinity you still believe in, and which 
or whom you honor with the appellation “He,” 
“ His,” the “ Deus Homo” of your faith, and whom 
you invest with the personal attributes, such as 
wisdom, love, omnipotence, etc.? Did you realize 
that such attributes necessitate physical organic 
being, and that in all the realms of nature such 
attributes only exist concomitant with limited, 
finite organic forms? Can you worship such finite 
God as the ruler of an infinit universe? 

All your definitions of the various Deities you 

hav spoken about sadly lack consistency, but an 
“ Omuipresent Personality” is the easiest exploded. 
An Omnipresent God would monopolize all space, 
crowd out you, me, everyone, and all the universe 
besides. Hence, by parity of reasoning, the presence 
of you, me, and one billion five hundred million other 
mortals, this world and all other worlds, absolutely 
crowds out such “ Omnipresent Personality.” Is 
your “QO. P.” something or nothing? If something 
“He” must occupy space. But it is the nature of 
things that iwo personalities cannot occupy the same 
space at the same time. (Destructiv of the dual or 
spirit human body also.) You, I, and the universe 
occupying space, explodes the notion that any other 
personality can occupy all space. 
. But a God implies more than Omnipresence. It 
implies that such a God fills all space, but in addi- 
tion can be in you or in me, or in the eye of a 
needle also, at one and the same time. It implies 
he can be every where, in one or in countless millions 
of places—each a perfect God—at the same time. 
Not, indeed, in part, but the entire God! It im- 
plies that a complete God can be in every human 
being, in every eye of a needle, and still only one 
God in the universe. It means this and nothing 
less. To believe in a “Divine Personality,” and 
believe that only part of “Him” is in the eye of a 
needle or in you or me, is absurd. Because such a 
part of a Divinity which fills all space would be so 
infinitesimally small that the one billion five hun- 
dred million human beings of this world wouldn’t 
get as much as a part of “ His ” big toe to divide 
among themselvs; and as God is “ Divine” only by 
virtue of his completeness such small part of 
divinity in you and me could not possibly represent 
the “ Divine Presence” you adore. You are com- 
pelled therefore to allege that the “O. P.” you be- 
lieve in can divide itself into innumerable little Gods 
—but each remaining an entire and complete God 
—and “inhabit” each monad, insect, bird, reptil, 
man, on this world and on all other worlds, and in 
addition still be the only solitary “ Omnipresent 
Personality ” filling the entire universe ; or you must 
discard every God-idea, as you hav the Bible God, 
as miraculous and absurd. Choose / 

But permit me in kindness to further show the 
absurdity of all God-ideas. To be a God and all 
it implies absolutely necessitates organic being, 
and this you concede in your last letter. Now 
please assist me to grasp your ideascorrectly. This 
organic being, implying form and material to cause 
such form, anatomy, respiratory and circulating 
organs, nervous system, brain, ete —for without 
these living beings are impossible—you say is 
« Omnipresent,” everywhere. But you are some- 
where. Then you and I and 1,500,000,000 other 
beings—leaving out “varmint”—move around in 
Him! and the entire universe moves around in 
Him!!! Or how is it? You say this boundless 
being reaches from here beyond the last star and 
system. If so, then all must move around in Him! 
Am I correct? But now, if we are in God, and the 
entire universe is in God, and this in perpetual 
motion, each planet gyrating around itself with 
lightning speed and besides sweeping through 
space—or God—at a fearful rate, how can such 
Divine Organic Being survive such terrible tur- 
moil going on in “His” body or bowels? “Oh, 
stop! this is ridiculous,” I hear you say. Well, 
my dear friend, I know it, but don’t blame me if, 
in an honest analysis of your idea, it turns out so. 

But if we are not in God, “He” must be in the 
universe. Is this more reasonable? Well, where 
and how does such a being exist on this, on all 
other worlds, and in the interstellar spaces between 
them also? Remember all is a gigantic perpetual 
mobile. Please imagin yourself boarding a train 
passing by you at the rate of a thousand miles an 
hour, and it would not approximate the danger a 
living being would hazard to “board” this world 
revolving with incomprehensible velocity even on 
its onward march with like speed through space. 
In fact, to accomplish such a feat and survive— 
even if not incinerated by the moving atmosphere, 
or frozen into an icicle in space—is a physical im- 
possibility. . 

But suppose a “Divine Being ”—were it thinkable 
—should attempt to visit the earth, as “He” is 
said to hav done in days of old, what part of 
«Him ” would come in contact with the earth? and 


it seems to a crude reasoner like myself that the 
first contact would be a good deal like placing one’s 
nose against a grindstone, making sparks fly, to 
say the least! Then if successful on the earth, and 
at the same time on Mars, Jupiter, Sun, Sirius, 
etc., and all these revolving in diverse directions, 
how can any personality survive such conditions? 

But you say: ‘God is a spirit, not to be knocked 
to pieces by a fast-flying world. Your thoughts 
can traverse interstellar spaces without being 
frozen out or incinerated.” A * spirit.” Well, 
when science and philosophy come to an end and 
wiseacres desire still further to penetrate the 
realms of the unknown, they then resort to as- 
sumptions. like “God” and “spirits,” and are con- 
tent in thus solving existing mysteries, never con- 
sidering that of all mysteries these are the greatest. 

Now, my friend, please guide me through your 
realms of spirits, both human and Divine. Most 
Spiritists insist that they are an exact counterpart 
of man in appearance, attributes, and functions. 
But what are they composed of? What are their 
constituents? Where was your spirit or mine a 
hundred years ago; and if not in existence before 
the physical body, how can it survive when the lat- 
ter exists no more? If the body is a necessity to 
originate and continue the spirit during life, is it 
not a necessity during eternity? 

Is not the human mind, you call “ spirit,” simply 
the function of the living physical organism, cre- 
ated or generated from this animal body, its heat, 
electricity, magnetism, etc.? Are body and mind 
not cause and effect? Is the effect ever known 
without the cause? There is no mind or spirit in 


the air, in electricity, in ether, or in any form of 


inorganic matter, either on the earth or off in 
space; and we must first discover an animal, either 
high or low, before we can reasonably predicate 
mind or a God. This not being discovered, and 
life being impossible in interstellar space, in be- 
tween the moving bodies, all acute and honest 
investigators must concede that a God or spirits 
do not exist. i 

So with human spirits, so-called. This belief, 
based principally upon intense yearning of frail 
humanity (which you confess) for life and eternal 
bliss, has no foundation upon fact, but a cunning 
priesthood was ever shrewd enough to make lots 
of capital out of such morbid desires. But there is 
no such thing as mind or spirit per se, apart from 
the animal form. The duality of man is a physical 
impossibility which students of physiology must 
concede. There is no room within man for such 
dual body, no more than for a God in nature. 

A spirit-body and all it implies, if it exists at all, 
must resemble man. But the outline of man 
necessitates anatomy, organs, flesh and muscles, to 
cause such outline. What causes the outline of 
such dual man, which you claim survives man during 
all eternity, when all that which originally consti- 
tuted man is buried and not a grain left out of the 
coffin to constitute a spirit or anything else? 
What is this surviving spirit? Please define this 
phantasm. It has never ‘been done. What 
is inside of this spirit which causes it to resemble 
man? Is there another spirit-body within this 
spirit-body you believe in? How can it resemble 
man without physical organism? How can it liv 
without blood and circulating organs, breathe with- 
out lungs, see without eyes, and think without a 
brain and nervous system? Is physiology a farce 
which teaches that all these area necessity to pro- 
duce the various functions of man? How can it— 
this most delicate organism thinkable—(if indeed 
it is thinkable!) while still in the “grosser body” 
survive decapitation, electrocution, or a dynamite 
explosion? And last but not least, by what law of 
nature is it exempt from the general order of nat- 
ure which decrees that all forms which begin, from 
the tiniest to the grandest sun in the universe, must 
sooner or later come to an end? Even all cos- 
mic bodies and all they contain will again be resolved 
into their constituent elements, hence the audacity 
of frail monads like man clamoring to outliv suns, 
and worlds, and systems, caps the climax of au- 
dacity ! 

“Traversing in thought” interstellar space is 
simply a mental feat—one of the memory 
and imagination—and to insist that every time we 
think of distant stars or friends in distant lands, 
our “spirit” actually “escapes” from our physical 
body and accomplishes. such journey, defying all 
laws of nature and distances, is to insist that 
miracles are the order of the day. 

When speaking of matter “selecting” other 
matter, we use the term in the sense of chemical 
affinity or natural selection, a purely chemical proc- 
ess and not one of volition. 

I will define and prove the existence of matter, 
and trust our good friend will be as successful to 
prove the existence of her God and spirit in her 


next: Do you exist? If yes, then you are some- 
thing. This something is matter. Ifyou are some- 
thing, no matter what—the antithesis of nothing— 
then you are matter. Is the universe something or 
nothing? Ifsomething it is matter, if nothing we 
would not be here to debate this question. 
Rochelle, IU., Feb. 14, 1893. Orro WETTSTEIN. 


Items of Foreign News Interesting to Free- 
thinkers. 

We are pleased to announce to our German- 
American friends that Frau Wilhelmi, the well- 
known Freethought lecturer, has so far recovered 
from her recent injury as to be about again. 


Our friends in Victoria, Australia, are not afraid 
to let the world know that they are Freethinkers. 
At a recent census 5,028 stated they were Free- 
thinkers ; 2,658 said they had no religion, while 306 
named themselvs Atheists. 


We call the attention of those of our German 
friends who are peacefully inclined to the monthly 
publication Die Waffin Nieder! published by 
Bertha von Suttner. The publication, which is an 
excellent one, is the organ of the international 
peace organization. 


It is stated upon good authority that the Italian 
government tontemplates the removal of the remains 
of Garibaldi, the great Freethinker and national 
hero, to the Pantheon at Rome. The island Ca- 
prera, where he is resting at present, will be used 
as a naval station and strongly fortified. 


The Freethinkers of Anderlecht, Belgium, are 
on the warpath. They are bound to frustrate the 
plans of the urthodox to introduce priests in the 
communal schools. It would be well for this 
country would Freethinkers join the Freethought 
Federation of America and do some activ political 
work. 

The Spanish government and the Catholic church 
are evidently doing some hard thinking. The treat- 
ment of the recent international Freethought con- 
gress at Madrid is arousing indignation every- 
where. Public meetings are being held and reso- 
lutions condemning the government and the church 
are the order of the day. 
` In the German army the reading of Freethought 
papers is prohibited. Dr. Specht’s Menshenthum 
has caused trouble for a private soldier, who is a 
regular subscriber of that paper. “If I find it 
again, you will march to the guardhouse,” said the 
captain on finding the second copy of the icono- 
clastic paper. How those Christians do love their 
enemies ! 


Our esteemed Hungarian contemporary, Ondilis 
(Independence), is very indignant because we some 
time ago referred to Hungary as a “province.” We 
are fully aware of the fact that Hungary is a state 
by itself, but as the Austro-Hungarian constitution 
is about as intelligible to us as the doctrin of the 
trinity, we preferred to follow the common political 
rule and refer to Hungary as an Austrian append- 
age. 


2 

In Sweden Freethought is having another boom. 
Victor Lcennstrand and Dr. Wicksell seem to be 
everywhere. But at the same time we cannot fail 
to notice that Stockholm seems to be the only seat 
of the boom. The rest of the country appears 
dead. When Capt. Otto Thomson, to whom Swedish 
Freethinkers, and Victor Lennstrand especially, owe 
so much, was at the helm, Freethought was heard 
all over the country and not in one or two places. 


The organizers of the recent international Free- 
thought congress at Madrid hav been put in bonds 
of one thousand francs each to appear for trial. In 
the name of the Freethought Federation of America 
we send our Spanish brethren our best greeting. 
The Inquisition has not yet diedin Spain. But 
the treatment of Freethinkers, as given of late, will 
act worse than a boomerang. Freethought is 
bound to win, for Freethought means progress. 


Several prominent German-American Freethinkers 
hav issued a manifesto and call therein upon all 
German Freethinkers in the United States to join 
the “Society for Propagation of Radical Principles.” 
The religious part of the new society’s constitution 
calls for an “ absolute emancipation from all faiths, 
all authority, and all ghosts of a spiritual world.” 
Politically, it demands equality, direct democracy. 
Socially, some kind of Socialism. Among the pro- 
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moters of the society we may mention Frau Wil- 
helmi, Hermann Lieber, and Karl Schmemann. 
Gustave NELSON. 


News and Notes. 


I remained at Washington as long as I could see 
any possible chance of a reversal of the infamous 
act of Congress. So far as public sentiment is 
concerned a vast gain has been made, but what has 
been accomplished among the people has found no 
voice in Congress. The issue has been avoided, 
and now other means must be employed if liberty 
is to triumph. The church has won a costly 
victory. Liberalism will only be strengthened by 
the mighty battle which is beforeit. To surrender 
at this point would be cowardice indeed. 

I had no heart to enjoy the gorgeous display of 
the inauguration. It means nothing for the ad- 
vancement of the human race. Itcovers up a great 
wrong. In the midst of all this splendor there is 
rottenness. President Cleveland has shown him- 
self to be the puppet of the church. He has of- 
ficiously interfered to prevent the concert which 
was to be given at the pension building on Sunday 
evening. This is simply an outrage. Why should 
President Cleveland forbid the innocent amuse- 
ments of the people? Is that democratic or in 
accordance with the principles of a secular govern- 
ment? A vast number of people will be in Wash- 
ington on Sunday, the pension building will hold 
an audience of twelve thousand, but the pension 
building is shut against these people on Sunday 
night, and at the request of President Cleveland. 
It looks as if Cleveland would be as bigoted and 
narrow-minded as Harrison himself, and that no 
gain for justice has been accomplished in his 
election. He bows down to the church. He tries 
to enforce a puritanic Sunday. He is a hypocrit, 
and a hypocrit is generally worse than an honest 
fanatic. I had some hopes of Cleveland. I 
thought he was Jeffersonian in his ideas, but he is 
not. He takes up his quarters at the Arlington at 
$475 per day. He has all the luxury and enter- 
tainment he can desire. He is a rich man and a 
lucky man, but he is no genuin American or genuin 
democrat when in the midst of his wealth and honor 
he shuts the gates of a great building against 
thousands who hav not his opportunity of enjoy- 
ment, who are crowded together, who want some 
recreation, who must stay at home or roam the 
streets because this fortunate individual prefers to 
hav the pension building dark and silent instead of 
illuminated and glorious with a magnificent musical 
festival which would gladden the hearts and ennoble 
the minds of all those who attended it. Cleve- 
land wields the tyrant’s hand in behalf of the 
church. He begins his administration with an act 
that should arouse the indignation of every Liberal 
in this land. 

I am in the field once more, and it is a relief to 
touch the heart of the people—which after all is 
sound and true—and to deal no longer with those 
false representativs of the people, who dare not ex- 
press an honest thought unless they are mighty 
sure beforehand that it is with the popular side. - I 
hav been in an atmosphere of insincerity, of vacilla- 
tion, of palaver. J hav not struck one in Congress 
who is a thorough and fearless leader. I hav found 
smart men—men of business, men of society—who 
make a brave show, who can appear well and talk 
well, who are very kindly as the world goes, and on 
the average are honorable andupright. I don’tfind 
any outandoutbadmen. Respectability prevails in 
the halls of Congress. The “good man in politics” 
seems to be in the majority. He is well dressed 
and sublimely virtuous before the eyes of his con- 
stituents, but I hav not found a born leader—a 
genius for command. I havnot found the splendid 
spirit that would dare all for the sake of justice. I 
hav not found a single original man. The success- 
ful politician is tediously commonplace. 

I hav not lost my faith in the people, but some- 
how the genius of America finds but little expression 
beneath the dome of the Capitol. 

I leave Washington on Tuesday evening and 
journey toward the sunny South, where I hav 
never -been before. I am booked for Savannah 
March Ist and 2d. The train is delayed a little 
beyond China Grove, in North Carolina, for three 
hours. The engin breaks down and we are obliged 
to wait for another engin to push us forward. Iam 
thus half an hour behindtime for my Savannah en- 
gagement, but the audience patiently waits. I hav 
a most favorable reception in this city, where, I 
guess, a Freethought lecture has never been given 
before. The prospects were bright for a full house 
on Thursday evening. But alas, it rains very easily 
in this country. It clouded up over the bright blue 
sky of the morning, and at the hour of the lecture 
it was pouring like a flood and only a few were 


present. I did the best I could. A Liberal organ- 
ization was effected, and it is hoped that something 
will be done for Freethought in this delightful land 
where the magnolia trees spread their brilliant 
blossoms. 

Savannah is an old city for this continent. It has 
an ancient look in its streets and houses. It is, 
however, a beautiful city. Oglethorpe gave it plenty 
of “ breathing space ” when he laid it out. Parks 
are plentiful and the trees are mighty and venerable. 
These many parks, or “ squares” as they are more 
commonly called, were described as “ breathing 
spaces” by Oglethorpe, and these antique adorn- 
ments still abide and giv the city a refreshing ap- 
pearance. There are numerous churches—to the 
value of about $5,000,000. The Catholics hav a 
stately cathedral. The building in which Wesley 
preached is still here. s 

There are a number of institutions of learning, 
some of which were founded over a hundred years 
ago, and are the pride of the state. There is 
direct water communication between Savannah and 
Liverpool and large quantities of cotton and rice 
are shipped. There is but little wheat or corn 
produced in Georgia—not enough for home con- 
sumption. Savannah has a population of sixty 
thousand. It is slowly growing, has but few 
factories, and depends mainly upon commerce. It 
has one of the finest harbors on the coast, and the 
largest vessel can anchor alongside its wharves. 
It ought to be ten times more populous than it is, 
with a great country back of it and a vast ocean in 
front of it, but for some reason—slavery perhaps— 
the tides of trade flowed in other directions. 
The country about Savannah is lovely; broad 
fields and noble forests greet the eye. My friends 
drove me out to the Hermitage, one of the old- 
time magnificent residences of Georgia, now 
abandoned, left to a state of wild luxuriance and 
splendid decay. It was once a famous plantation, 
with twelve thousand acres of land, and in the 
heyday times of the “patriarchal institution” 
five hundred and fifty head of negroes lived here, 
not’counting the children, or the “ undergrowth,’ as 
our colored coachman picturesquely described the lat- 
ter. Itmust hav been a lively village before the war. 
The McAlpines lived here—of Scotch descent—and 
for three generations ruled this vast plantation. 
All is ruins now—the mansion, the hundred little 
brick huts, the hospital, the gin cotton mills, etc. 
A melancholy desolation appears. The orchards, 
the gardens, etc., are draped in somber wasteful- 
ness. The trees, centuries old, broad-branching, 
stand like blasted giants, with gray habiliments of 
moss, so that the sceneries are like solemn cathedral 
arches. One arch stretches in dim vista a mile 
away, the ancient drive from the house to the 
main road, and as we look along its quivering dis- 
tances it seems in its pale effulgence to reach to 
the very land of ghosts. Never were beauty and 
the aspect of death more strangely mingled than in 
this old hermitage, where the past is vivid with 
pictures and the future is like a blank. The very 
roses and green grass seem the garniture of cor- 
ruption, yet all is so lovely and so attractiv. 

I am sure there is a large Liberal element in 
Savannah. Under more favorable circumstances 
there would hav been crowded houses. I hope 
that next time nature will be more smiling upon 
our efforts. It is no use to pray, and we must take 
our chances with the sunshine and the storm. But 
Savannah is a place of pleasant memory and of 
bright anticipations. _ 

Sam Cherry, John A. Windburn, Arnold Becken, 
and others, are among the stalwart Liberals of 
Savannah who hav borne the brunt of the battle, 
and who can be depended upon for future work. 
Mr. Sam Cherry is a Truta SEEKER subscriber and 
is ready on all occasions to vindicate his principles and 
to show Tut Trur Srexer to his orthodox friends 
without fear or favor. JI am indebted to him and 
to others for kind attentions while in Savannah 
and for view of the city and its surroundings, and 
I hope I shall strike hands again with these brave 
and generous allies. Samvet P. Pournam. 

Savannah, Ga., March 3, 1898. 


The Adventists Winning. 


To cae Epiror or Tue Trurn Szxxer: Your 
readers are more or less familiar with the facts in 
the persecution of Seventh Day Adventists in this 
state. For several years members of this sect hay 
been pursued by the authorities, especially in the 
western portion of the state, and various persons 
hav been fined and imprisoned for doing ordinary 
farm work on the first day of the week commonly 
called Sunday. Last summer in this county, four 
Adventists convicted of maintaining a nuisance (!) 
by Sunday work, were imprisoned in the county 
jail here and worked in the chain-gang with vicious 


negro criminals, imprisoned for theft and kindred 
offenses. 

In harmony with a threat made at that time that 
he would “prosecute every man, woman, and child 
of them until they quit it,” Attorney-General 
Lewis secured last September indictments against 
eleven of the male members of the Adventist 
church at Springville, in this county, and even 
made inquiry about what the women did on Sun- 
day in the privacy of their homes. Six of these 
indictments hav just been quashed, one case has 
been tried and the defendant found not guilty, one 
case remains yet to be disposed of, and three of the 
indicted persons hav not yet been arrested. 

Prior to last summer about $5,000 had been 
spent in this state fighting the Sunday laws, but 
apparently nothing was accomplished by it; and in 
the cases in this county at the May term of court 
last year practically no defense was made. Hach of 
the Adventists arraigned at that time made a state- 
ment to the court to the effect that he was con- 
scientious in working on Sunday, believing that he 
had a constitutional and a God-given right so to 
do. But four of the five then on trial were con- 
victed, and upon refusing to pay the fines and costs 
amounting to about $25 in each case, were com- 
mitted to jail and subsequently were worked in 
the streets in the chain-gang with brutal negro 
criminals. 

The facts just stated coming to the knowledge 
of Prof. Jas. T. Ringgold, a member of the Balti- 
more bar, and professor of law in the Baltimore 
University, that gentleman proposed to the National 
Religious Liberty Association, through whose pub- 
lications he had learned the foregoing facts, that if 
permitted to do so he would appear in defense of 
the persecuted men in the present cases. His kind 
offer was accepted both by the Association and by 
the several defendants, and in order to afford him 
every facility possible, Mr. W. Carter of the Henry 
county bar was employed to assist him in the 
defense. 

At this stage of proceedings ex-Senator Tolley 
of this state appeared upon the scene, having been 
attracted by the notoriety of the cases and by his 
interest in the principles involved. The ex-Senator 
at once proposed that his friend ex-Governor Por- 
ter, formerly judge of this judicial circuit and 
subsequently chief magistrate of the state, should 
also be brought into the cases. Some doubt was 
expressed as to the willingness of Judge Porter to 
appear as counsel in behalf of the persecuted men, 
as he had been entirely out of the law practice for 
twelve years; he not only consented, however, but 
like Professor Ringgold, proposed to giv his ser- 
vices freely because of his interest in the cases, his 
respect for the parties interested, and for the sake 
of the principles involved. 

Upon examination the attorneys found that six 
of the indictments were defectiv, and these were 
quashed by the court upon motion. This left only 
two cases for trial and at this writing only one of 
these has been disposed of—namely, that of W. D. 
Dortch, described in the indictment as “Billy 
Dortch.” This case was tried on the 3d inst. and 
resulted in a verdict of acquittal without the jury 
leaving their seats. 

It was proved in Mr. Dortch’s case that he had 
worked on two separate and distinct Sundays. On 
one occasion he was seen by two witnesses “doing 
something in his garden,” just what they could not 
tell; while upon another occasion he was seen by 
one witness “piling chunks” in a clearing on the 
back part of his farm. “The attorney-general made 
a desperate attempt to show that it was Mr. 
Dortch’s custom to work on Sunday, even going so 
far as to subpena and attempt to put on the 
witness-stand the defendant’s own son, a boy only 
ten years of age. But this the judge would not 
permit. , 

In his plea to the jury the attorney-general made 
an effort to excite their religious prejudices, but 
upon objection the judge directed him to confine 
his remarks to the record. This left him with 
but little to say, and not in first-class humor to say 
even that. Nevertheless he continued for several 
minutes pleading for conviction and insisting that 
if true to their oaths the jury must bring in a ver- 
dict of guilty. 

It was evident, however, that the attorney- 
general was waging a losing fight, and whatever 
hopes he had of victory for bigotry and intolerance 
were dashed to the ground by the judge’s charge 
to the jury, which was so exceedingly favorable to 
the defendant, and at its conclusion the prosecuting 
attorney abandoned the case by asking the judge 
to enter a verdict of acquittal, which the court will- 
ingly did with the consent of the jury, as willingly 
given. 

But this favorable termination of these cases 
settles nothing. The decision of the supreme 


court that habitual Sunday work is indictable as a 
nuisance still stands, and Attorney-General Lewis 
declares that he will continue to indict and prose- 
cute these people. For this and other reasons the 
attorneys in the cases are very anxious to take a 
test case to the supreme court, feeling confident 
that they can secure a reversal of the decision given 
some years since which makes this persecution pos- 
sible. They hav proposed to Mr. Lewis to submit 
the remaining case upon such a statement of facts 
as will cover the salient points at issue, but it is 
doubtful if he will agree to anything in this line. 
He is feeling too sore over the defeat he has already 
suffered to again put himself in jeopardy, and as 
two of his witnesses are absent he can refuse either 
to submit the case by agreement, or to try it at this 
term of court, and will probably take that course. : 
Judge Swiggart has evidently grown tired of 
having his court used as a religious inquisition to 
compel people to observe the customs of so-called 
orthodoxy, and while he will doubtless, in the future 
as in the past, administer the law as he finds it and 
asit has been interpreted by the court of last resort, 
the luckless Adventist on trial before him will be 
punished, if at all, according to the law, and not 
according to some of Attorney-General Lewis’s per- 
versions of the law. A decided victory for liberty of 
conscience has been gained in Henry county, and it 
will doubtless be followed up by a vigorous and 
aggressiv campaign having for its object the further 
education of the people of this community and of 
the state along the lines of perfect liberty of 
thought and action in all matters of religious belief 
and practice. The Adventists are nothing if not 
aggressiv, and if they fail to follow up the advantage 
gained they will forfeit much of the sympathy 
hitherto freely bestowed upon them by all lovers of 
liberty, whether Freethinkers, Jews, or Christians. 
Paris, Tenn., Feb. 6, 1893. SPECIAL. 


Lucy Colman Talks Politics. 


I hav weeks ago written to the chairman of the: 


Exposition committee at Washington, but most 
likely. the mind of that committee has been made 
up since the day of its appointment, but it is 
pleasant to feel that I hav done the little requested 
in behalf of justice though it has apparently come 
to nothing. 

I do not often inflict upon your readers much 
talk that is directly political, but having had within 
the past week quite a political confab I think I will 
write it out as I think some of your readers may 
not object to reading it. A gentleman from New 


York city called on me to get some information. 


about myself for a publishing house of which he is 
agent (how easy it is to be notorious). Among 
other questions the gentleman asked: “To what 
political party do you belong ?” 

“To none. I hay no political power whatever ; I 
am a woman and am not represented and so cannot 
be misrepresented by father, brother, husband, or 
gon.” 

« Bat hav you not a preference? Would you not 
hav preferred that Mr. Harrison should hav been 
elected rather than Mr. Cleveland?” 

«“ Notat all. No! Indeed, Iam very glad that we 
hav a man elected by the party calling itself Demo- 
cratic.” 

“Yes, but you were an antislavery woman. Don’t 
you think Mr. Cleveland favors the South ?” 

« And if he does, what of it ?” 

« Are you not still antislavery ?” 

“Certainly, with all my heart, but I am not anti- 
South. I was entirely opposed to admitting the 
‘Confederated States’ back into the Union. To my 
judgment the government at Washington should 
hav said, You are conquered territory and as such 
you must remain until you bring forth ‘ fruits meet 
for repentance.’ Your present generation are em- 
bittered beyond cure by the war, which has reduced 
you to poverty—wait. And to the negro soldier 
I would hav given suffrage, but to the slaves I would 
hav given land, so that they should begin a free 
life, with the feeling that they were to wait awhile 
—-five or even ten years—by which time they would 
hav learned better than to be trading their votes 
away to either party.” ; a 

My friend seemed astonished when I said, “ If 
there is to be favoritism in a family, whether it be 
a private family in the home or in a family of states, 
should not the needy ones receive it?” 

Now, I know nothing of Mr. Cleveland's favorit- 
ism. I hav very little hope that I, being a woman, 
shall be very much better satisfied with the coming 
administration than with the last; but we shall be 
rid of Mr. Wanamaker, and, though we may not 
hay what we would like, I trust we shall not hay a 
Sunday-school teacher so ignorant and superstitious 
that he will shut out of the mails, when printed in 
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newspapers, what he could find in his Bible on 
very many of its pages. 

What a glorious thing it would be for the human 
family if government would study to be just; if 
another life could be forgotten in making this one 
a heaven; if, instead of inducing crime for the sake 
of punishing it, we would all seek to prevent it; and 
so giv our officers something nobler to do than try- 
ing to inflict punishment upon the human family 
of which they themselvs are members. 

My little political talk has spread itself too far, 
but before I close let me congratulate the readers 
of Tue Trurs SEEKER that, added to our excellent 
menu, we may expect a dessert always rich from 
“the Man with the Badgepin.” ‘Lucy N. Couman. 

412 Gifford street, Syracuse, N. Y., Jan. 8, 298. 


—<—_-——- 


An Energetic Epistle. 


The difference between Congressman Jerry 
Simpson—whose letter to Mr. Powell, one of our 
subscribers, appears among the Letters from 
Friends—and Congressman Bowers, of California 
—whose letter to a minister appears below—is that 
the former had his mind changed for him, and the 
latter has a mind of his own. The letter was 
written to a preacher, the Rev. George Glung, Bars- 
dale, Cal. Mr. Bowers says: 


Drar Sır: I hav yours of the 20th inst. regarding 
Sunday closing of the World’s Fair. 

Tt is not usual for members to reply to such letters, for 
they come in such numbers—from both sides of the con- 
troversy—that it is impossible. But I hay disposed of the 
mail that has come to me in the House this afternoon, 
and must sit here to vote on the bill now under discus- 
sion, and will occupy the time in answering your letter. 

It is much like hundreds of others received. You say 
that you ‘‘ want your representatiy on record as opposed 
to any Violation of the explicit command of God.” 

You are asking a good deal of me, to fill such a bill, 
Do you do it? o you know anyone who does? 

But who is to say what are ‘‘the explicit commands of 
God?” Who among the contending sects is authorized 
to pronounce the law for others? The history of the 
world shows that for centuries the people of one relig- 
ious sect burnt the people of-other sects at the stake in 
public for the sole reason that they differed in opinion as 
to what were the ‘‘ explicit commands of God.” The re- 
former who broke away from ‘‘religious bigotry ’—as 
soon as he acquired the power—burnt those who differed 
from him in religious belief. They tell us the Puritans 
came to this country to ‘‘ escape religious persecution,” 
and to ‘‘ worship God according to the dictates of their 
own Consciences.” But they tortured those whose con- 
sciences did not dictate in the same line with theirs, 

Jt seems to be taken for granted that the days of 
religious persecution, when men were thrown into prison 
and cruelly treated because of their: religion, are long 
past. Would to God they were. We are especially fond 
of boasting that under the American flag civil and re- 
ligious liberty is guaranteed to all citizens. The boast is 
a lie. The evangelical churches of Arkansas and Tennes- 
see hay made it a lie. The shameless persecutions, 
engineered by these churches, of Christians in those 
states, who only command, was of that right under the 
Constitution to select one’s own day, whatever day it may 
be, and to work the other days. And Congress is pro- 
hibited by the supreme law of the land from interfering 
between these citizens making laws establishing the 
religion of one and prohibiting the religion of the other. 
Yet this is unquestionably what Congress attempted to do 
in its World’s Fair Sunday legislation. 

In all the history of the world the blackest pages—the 
saddest—are those whereon are recorded the cruelties, the 
horrible murders committed by those who spread and 
enforce their religion with the sword. Those who in 
these days seek to enforce their religion upon others by 
employing the sheriffs posse are just as cruel and in- 
finitly meaner than those who used the sword. 

Cannot the evangelical churches see that their very ex- 
istence depends upon the absolute liberty of the citizen 
in all matters of religion, upon the utter absence of all 
religious legislation, of laws regulating and establishing 
religion? Can they not see the danger they invite by 
letting down the constitutional bars and demanding that 
the nation enter upon a system of religious legislation ? 

Do they not realize that just as surely as they do let 
down those bars and open the gates, the ‘‘mother church” 
will make the laws, and they will not be in accord with 
evangelical doctrin? 

Are they blind to the signs of the times, deaf to the 
public, bold ayowals of the managers of mother church? 

The preservation of civil and religious liberty in this 
country depends wholly upon the absence of religious 
legislation. 

I believe the best citizen of the United States—the best 
man in the world—is the real Christian whose religion 
has taken all the cruelty out of his heart and filled it with 
love of his fellow-man—that has taken all the devilishness 
out of his disposition; who, rejoicing in his freedom to 
worship God according to the dictates of his own con- 
science, freely accords to others the freedom he.enjoys ; 
who, if he cannot persuade others by reason and argu- 
ment to believe as he does, never thinks of employing the 
sword, the sheriff's club, or the prison to compel them. 
And the worst man—the most dangerous man—is, and 
always has been, the religious light who would force his 
religion upon others by the sheriff's club and the prison’s 
disciplin, and the more conscientious he is the more 
dangerous he is. 

As for me, I shall keep my oath, as I interpret it by 
the ordinary meaning of the English words used in the 
Constitution, and shall strive to keep up the bars, and 
the gates closed against the religious legislation demanded 
by mistaken churchmen—and forbidden by the Constitu- 
tion of the United States. Very truly yours, 

W. W. Bowers. 
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Liberal Societies. 


The meeting-rooms of the Newark Liberal 
League were unusually well filled last Sunday 
when T. B. Wakeman lectured on “ What the World 
Owes to Charles Darwin.” The lecture was as re- 
plete with knowledge as an almost unlimited ac- 
quaintance with Darwiniana could make it, while 
the lecturer was as eloquent as only Mr. Wakeman 
can be. ; 

The life of Darwin was reviewed and many inci- 
dents of his boyhood days were vividly described. 
The works of the author and their effect upon the 
scientific world were then spoken of. “<The Origin 
of Species’ is one of the best books ever written. 
It is an epoch-making book. It is one of the great- 
est works that hav ever been bestowed on the hu- 
man race. What Newton and his ‘Principia’ did 
for the inorganic world, Darwin and ‘The Origin 
of Species’ did for the organic world.” 

Mr. Bird also made some interesting remarks. 
He was in London when “ The Origin of Species” 
was published in 1859 and hada splendid oppor- 
tunity of hearing the outcries of the press and pul- 
pit against Darwin. The other speakers of the 
afternoon were Mr. Walker, Dr. Wright, Mr. Acker- 
man, Mrs. Smith, Mr. Laxe, and Mr. Mayo. Next 
Sunday Mr. Henry Rowley will lecture. 


Professor Adler’s lecture last Sunday was on the 
question, “Is it true that virtue is its own reward, 
and evil doing its own punishment?” The usual 
large and attentiv audience was present, but it was 
the opinion of many that the professor did not make 
his point as clearly as he usually does. He admitted 
that certain elementary virtues hav beneficial re- 
sults, e. g., the giving of alms is followed by a glad- 
ness of the heart. “The higher class of virtues 
hav often no actual reward.” To prove this state- 
ment the lecturer enumerated many instances 
where virtue has had as its continual companion a 
certain amount of pain. Mr. Adler argued, there- 
fore, that since no pleasure followed to compen- 
sate for the pain borne for virtue’s sake, the virtue 
was not rewarded. “They who do right because 
they expect satisfaction are in reality refined 
pleasure-seek-rs. They are not moral in the true 
sense of the word. We should eliminate from the 
idea of virtue the idea of reward.” 

The second part of the lecture was then taken 
up. Professor Adler claimed that evil-doing is not, 
in the vast majority of cases, its own punishment. 
He recounted instances where men having be- 
come wealthy through questionable practices, went 
to their graves feeling no pangs of remorse. He 
quoted an English prison authority to show that 
out of one hundred and fifty women in prison either 
for assassination or complicity in a murder, only six 
were troubled by their consciences. “ We see around 
us every day men who hav violated the rules of right 
with a high hand, and yet hold their heads erect as 
though they belonged to the elect of the land.” 
The desire to believe that evil doing is its own 
punishment comes from the old barbaric desire for 
revenge—the desire to see a man who has done 
wrong suffer. 

Next Sunday Louis R. Ehrich will lecture on “ A 
Temple—not made with hands.” Hereafter the 
doors will close at 11:20 instead of 11 o’clock. 


Dr. T. R. Kinget lectured at the Manhattan 
Liberal Club ’Friday evening, March 3d, on the 
“Relation of the Individual to Society and State.” 
Dr. Gunn, who is presiding officer for the month, 
was in the chair. The lecture was in the form of a 
dialog and was in character denunciatory of the 
present governmental system. In opening his re- 
marks the lecturer declared that the words “ repre- 
sentativ government” were inconsistent. The 
government of the United States is “a government 
of, by, and for the capitalists.” According to Dr. 
Kinget the so-called representativs of the people 
are in reality their masters. “There is a larger 
minority who are not represented, and there is no 
denying the fact that they are slaves. Ninety per 
cent of all the crimes can be traced to government ; 
were there no government there would be no 
monopolies.” All governments, continued the 
lecturer, are diametrically opposed to the rights of 
man. In proving this the Spencerian formula of 
justice was cited and dwelt upon: “ Every man is 
free to do what he wills, provided he infringes not 
the equal freedom of anyotherman.” Dr. Kinget’s 
description of the time when governments will be 
no more resembled in many respects the descriptions 
we are wont to hear from our Christian brethren of 
the millennium. 

Mr. Hanson in a short speech of ten minutes ably 
sustained the lecturer. The other speakers were 
Dr. Gunn, Dr. Foote, Mr. Roberts, Mr. McDonald, 
and Mr. Oppenheimer. 
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betters of Friends. 


We Will Distribute Literature With It. 


Lone Laxe, Miny., Feb. 18, 1898. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed please find $6 
money order, for which renew my sub- 
scription for another year, and use the 
balance for the best interest of the cause. 
Yours truly, Cas. WOLSFELD. 


A Spreader of Civilization. 

. CENTRALIA, Inu., Feb. 6, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: Being anxious to see THE 
TRUTH SEEKER spread the truth, I send 
you the names of a few who I hope will 
take the paper after the trial subscription 
is out. I inclosé check to pay for the 
same. Please send me fifty copies of 
Stephenson’s ‘‘Prayer,” and the balance 

of check use for your Literature Fund. 

Yours truly, F. D. REXFORD. 


An Interested Reader. 


Luprineron, Micu., Feb. 14, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: The ‘ Freethinkers’ Pic- 
torial Text-Book” that you sent me the 
other day by express is just a splendid il- 
lustration of the charges against Chris- 
tianity. That book should bè in every 
home in America. f 
If you publish anything new from 
Colonel Ingersoll’s pen, do not fail to mail 
me a copy regardless of cost. 
Yours truly, James Lovety. 


Two or Three Little Points. 
New Yoru, N. Y., Feb. 10, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: The wrangle between 
Westbrook and Putnam must seem 
funny, if not painful, to all readers of Tma 
TRUTH SEEKER. Keep cool, gentlemen. 
Don’t get excited. The best way is to be 
good-natured in all your discussions, es- 
pecially in this matter of Sunday opening 
at the so-called World’s Fair, which is a 
misnomer, 28 the inhabitants of the largest 
empire of the world will be barred out. 
We celebrated the four-hundredth anni- 
versary of the discovery of America in 
October, 1892, when it should hay been 
done, here in New York, and I will wager 
will beat anything that will take place in 
Chicago in 1893. Jno. C. Ros. 


Clerical Tyranny Is Especially Prominent 
This Year. 
WATERLOO, Ont., Feb. 18, 1893. 

Mr. Eprtor: We are always full of ad- 
miration for your admirable paper. This 
year, 1898, should afford you a golden op- 
portunity. Clerical aggression and tyranny 
hav so offensivly asserted themselvs in the 
United States and Canada that your views 
should find increased favor in influential 
quarters. You want to get among the 
moneyed men so as to develop the sinews 
in proportion to the brains of your paper. 
Heston is immense; his blows tell every 
time. Some of your correspondents, 
though, if you will allow me to say so, 
might better reserve their contributions ; 
they mean well but lack judgment ; others 
appear to write for the sake of seeing 
themselvs in print. Your leading articles, 
notes, and correspondence are always 
good—up to the mark every time, and will 
eventually gain you a support of the right 
sort. 

May Tue TRUTH SEEKER flourish, is the 
wish of 


‘Yours fraternally, W. S. Hoperns. 


Written to John T. Powell, Waterloo, 
Kan. 
House oF REepREsENTaTIvs U. S., 
Wasuivetron, D. C., Feb. 17, 1893. 

Me. Jonn T. PowELL, Dear Sir? In re- 
ply to yours of recent date, seeking in- 
formation as to how I voted in the last 
session of Congress on the Sunday open- 
ing of the World’s Fair, will say that if 
you had gone to some newspaper office, 
and hunted up the Congressional Record, 
as they nearly all hav it, you could hav 
gotten -that information for yourself, as 
my vote is on record, as voting for the 
closing of the Fair. 

I voted that way because there were so 
many petitions sent in from our country in 
regard to that, coming directly from relig- 
ious organizations, it did seem as though 
that was the general desire of the people, 


but later, when the real people began to 


in Orange appeared at the lecture. 


I hav often heard them: 
falsehood from beginning to end; and I 


be heard from, I find thatavery large 
majority are opposed to the Sunday 
closing. Furthermore, it is in evidence 
and has been proved that the whisky 
shops, gin-mills, and gambling-houses of 
Chicago are very much in favor of the 
Sunday closing, as that will leave the 
large crowd assembled there no other 
place to go to but their ‘‘hell-holes,” 
therefore, when the measure comes up 
again, I shall vote for Sunday opening, as 
I believe that will be for the best interest of 
those who attend the Fair, and will enable 
them to hav a place to go to on Sunday 
that will be instructiv, as well as amusing, 
and will be for the best interests, morally 
and every other way, of the community 
there assembled. 

Now, then, I hope you are satisfied 
with the information. 

Now, in regard to your supporting me 
in the future, I don’t suppose you will, 
and I hav my doubts that you ever did. 
You are left free to take whatever course 
you like, but one thing you can be sure 
of, that I shall pursue what I consider my 
duty regardless of whether you support 
me or not. JERRY SIMPSON. 


Freethought Feeble and Cowed in an 
Environment of Orthodoxy. 
Oranae, N. J., Feb. 15, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: For many years past I hav 
been talking Freethought principles, in 
the private walks of life here in Orange, 
which is a hot-bed of orthodoxy; and a 
few months ago, as such a large number 
expressed their Freethought views in such 
emphatic language and signified a readi- 
ness to codperate by way of employing 
some lecturer to come to Orange and 
speak, I paid the rent ($5) for the use of 
Central Hall, Sunday, February 19th, 
and agreed with Prof. J. E. Remsburg to 
speak on ‘‘False Claims.” (Orange is a 
city of about sixteen thousand inhabitants, 
only a short ride from New York city.) I 
induced editors to publish good notices, 
where more than one hundred thousand 
readers in the county of Essex would 
be likely to see and read them prior to 
Sunday. I also paid for printing and 
circulating, by mail and from-door-tc-door 
distribution, more than a thousand invita- 


tions to come and hear a free lecture, etc. 
Friend Remsburg appeared at. the ap- 
pointed hour, and gave us one of his ex- 


cellent lectures on ‘‘ False Claims.” Mr. 
Henry Bird, president of the Newark Lib- 
eral League, also appeared in good time, 


with an expert pianist and with their 


Liberal singing books, so thata very small 
audience heard a capital lecture and some 
soul-stirring music. I regret to state that 
only two of my numerous Liberal friends 
They 
dare not let anyone know that they hav 
attended a Freethought lecture. Yetin 
private conversation they will declare, as 
“The Bible isa 


can prove it.” But orthodoxy is so power- 
ful here in Orange, and Freethought 
principles are so unpopular, that we can 
not induce enough to say ‘‘ we” to take a 
stand and forma Secular Union. ButI 
hav a little paradise in our suburban re- 
treat, for my wife codperates with me in 
all my thoughts and plans; and we flatter 
ourselvs that we liv in a higher realm of 
life than the multitudes of Christians 
around us, who lie to one another, who 
cheat their neighbors and try to get the 
best of everyone, and who believe in 
spooks and superstitions. 
Faithfully your Liberal friend, 
Sereno E. Topp. 


Questions Awaiting Answers. 
PuHmADELPHIA, PA., Feb. 22, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: Some years ago I listened 
to Mr. Fritz Schiitz’s lectures on Liberal- 
ism. This forced me to search for truth, 
and I commenced to read more religious 
as well as enlightening papers. Soon I 
found that I was kept in darkness through 
religion, and now I hav the satisfaction to 
see all my relativs and righteous-thinking 
friends Infidels. Only two-faced and in- 
sidious people in my acquaintance still 
stick to the church. Now that I feel my- 
self free from allreligious humbug, instead 
of giving ten cents to a church I gladly 
spend twenty-five cents or more for Libera} 


papers, and work hard with these to open 


the eyes of the ignorant. I am a poor 
workingman, but the newsman at the 
corner finds me every Saturday calling for 
Tue Trovit SEEKER, also now and then 
ordering one of the advertised books. I 
find Mr. Bennett's ‘‘ Answers to Christian 
Questions” a good book to work with. 
Still another good way to make people 
think, which helped me along, is by asking 


ae 
viz. 
“he poor from the only privileged day 


Shall the rich religionists shut out 


' they hav? 

The author of the verses is Thomas 
i Love Peacock. Mr. Peatock was an 
' English writer in profe and poetry, of 


| much genius, but his books do not delight 


very many people. Among them the best 
are two works in the shape of novels, 


the following questions, which I would , called ‘‘Headlong Hall” and ‘‘ Night- 


like to see appear in your valuable paper: 

If God wants us to know, love, and fear 
him, why does he not appear? 

Is he good, as the priests say ?—what 
reason do we hay to fear him? 

Is he omniscient?—why do we molest 
him with our private matters and prayers? 

Is he omnipresent?—why build him 
churches? 

Is he righteous?—why think he will 
punish those whom he himself created full 
of weakness? 

Are we benevolent through God’s grace? 
—what cause has he to reward us for it? 

Is he omnipotent?—why does he allow 
us to be blasphemous? 

But is he incomprehensible ?—why do we 
meddle with him? 

Is the knowledge of God necessary?— 
why does he hover in obscurity? 

In last Saturday’s TRUTH SEEKER I find 
our friend E. Livezey complaining about 
the meanness of all Baltimore papers, but 
T must say that our Philadelphia is just as 
black in that matter. The only paper here 
that does not favor churches is the Ger- 
man Philadelphia Tageblatt. 

Yours for Truth, JoHN FOLLERT. 


Calls It the ‘‘ World’s Church Fair.” 
` CRAWFORD, Mics., Feb. 13, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: A word as regards the 
World’s Fair. Having talked with quite a 
number of Liberals in this vicinity, I find 
that they are unanimous in declaring that 
they will not attend the World’s Church 
Fair of 1893, made so by Congress and by 
the Fair commissioners at the instigation 
of a class of men who hay never contrib- 
uted to any of this world’s goods and are 
nothing but leeches on the world and 
their parishioners. And furthermore, we 
want nothing to do with the World’s Fair 
souvenirs, as we look upon them as noth- 
ing more or less than badges representing 
superstition and ignorance, and but little 
better than stolen from the people without 
their consent or kuowledge by a Yahoo 
Congress and Senate, or perhaps more 
appropriately the devil’s Congress and 
Senate. And now, Christian- and robber- 
like, they want to sell them back to the 
people from whom they took them for one 
hundred per cent profit on their ill-gotten 
gains. In our opinion it would not well 
become an honest Liberal to either be seen 
at the Fair or hav the Yahoo badge. 

Since writing the above I hav just read 
the piece by Robert Swail, of Belvidere, 
Ill. He seems to be in exact harmony 
with our feelings here, and if it is the 
feeling generally and is acted upon the 
Fair will be as destitute of sight-seers as 
the churches are of hearers, and their 
coffers will ke as empty as a church 
contribution-bex and they will hav but 
little need to run their machine on any 
day. Please let us hear through Tue 
TRUTH SEEKER the opinions generally of 
the Liberals by some of our best writers 
on the above subject. 

I am doing all I can to get subscribers 
for Tae Trura SEEKER, but it being tax- 
paying time here money is very scarce. 
But this will soon be over. Quite a num- 
ber of the Liberals said they would take it 
as soon as they could get around to it. T 
am carrying mine as fast as I get them 
read and distributing them amongst them. 

Wru1iam C. DEOKER, 


The Sunday Despots Do Not Deny Them- 
selys Anything. . 


Saw Franotsco, Feb. 11, 1898. 

Mr. Eprror: I found the following 
pithy verses at the end of a speech made 
some thirty years ago in the English 
House of Commons, by Mr. P. A. Taylor, 
against a bill for shutting off sundry 
small trades in London on Sunday. This 
bill was ‘‘ knocked higher than a kite.” It 
occurred to me that you might like to 
print the poem, as it shows how a sensible 
Englishman looked at the same question 
that is up about the Chicago Exposition, 


mare Abbey.” Mr. Peacock died some 
ten years ago or more. 

The point of the third stanza is clear 
enough toa Londoner. In that city mul- 
titudes of poor folks get their Sunday din- 
ner cooked at the baker’s, and it is 
brought home hot for the table. 

F. B. PERKINS. 
RICOH AND POOR. 
The poor man’s sins are glaring 
In the face of ghostly warning. 
He is caught in the fact 
Of an overt act 
Buying greens on Sunday morning. 


The rich man’s sins are hidden 
In the pomp of wealth and station, 
And escape the sight 
Of ‘‘the children of light,” 
Who are wise in their generation. 


The rich man has a kitchen 
And cooks to dress his dinner; 
The poor who would roast 
To the baker’s must post, 

And thus becomes a sinner. 


The rich man has a cellar 
And a ready butler by him; 
The poor must steer 
For his pint of beer, 
Where the saint can’t choose but 
spy him. 


The rich man’s painted windows 
Hide the concerts of the quality; 
The poor can but share 
A cracked fiddle in the air, 
Which offends all sound morality. 


The rich man is invisible 

In the crowd of his gay society; 
But the poor man’s delight 
Is a sore in the sight, 

And a stench in thes nose, of piety. 


If We Hav Sin, We Must Inherit It from 
Our Father, God. 


Newaeg, N. J., Dec. 8, 1892. 

Mr. Epritor: Christians declare that all 
mankind is depraved—born in sin and 
prone to evil. Now, that is a rascally, 
damnable assertion to make. I hav seen 
libertins when brought to justice plead 
as an excuse for their wrong-doings that . 
they inherited their animal passions from 
their parents. Now grant that is a fact, 
which is not wholly true, then God must 
hav been a very corruptible being or his 
children would not hav inherited so much 
depravity. I know that children can in- 
herit the diseases of their parents and 
sometimes their temperaments to some 
extent. And then again I hav seen very 
bad parents hav the best of children, hon- 
est and virtuous, and nothing could in- 
duce them to do a: wrong. The Christian 
teaches out of evil cometh good; then 
devils can beget angels and God beget 
devils. That is the true solution of all 
mankind being born in sin. I think the 
Christian a little off on the God question. 
I do not believe any human being was 
conceived or born in sin. That is one of 
the Christian fibs, To say the Christian 
lied would be vulgar, but I do say it is 
blasphemy to charge the god of Nature 
with bringing her children into this 
beautiful world in sin. It is also wicked 
for children to commit crimes against their 
fellow-man and when brought to the bar 
of justice plead, to save them from pun- 
ishment, that they inherited their 
wickedness from their perents. Why not 
tell the naked truth, and teach that nature 
is very fickle but not perfect and that ac- 
counts for so much wickedness in man- 
kind and cruelty in the brute creation? 
If nature is fallible, then it follows that 
there is no perfection in man or nature’s 
creatures. Every man or woman that 
commits crimes against their neighbors 
can reform and become good by cultivat- 
ing moral thoughts and will force to over- 
come their evil habits. Prayer will ac- 
complish nothing. Nature cannot be 
coaxed or persuaded to alter her laws. 
She cannot return our bodies to dust be- 
fore we die. If she could, it would be 
unnatural to die. The Catholic priest and 
Protestant minister preach that they will 
be cleansed by the blood of Jesus. Cath- 
olics declare Mary was the mother of 
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God, Christ was Father, Son, and Ghost. 
Then all three were put to death, and 
Mary, the mother, also is a dead gosling 
—all four, including God. There is no 
such thing as a dead God and a live Jesus. 
Then, Christians, what is the use of pray- 
ing to dead gods, three in one, to save 
your rotten souls conceived and born in 
sin? Your gods died, did they? But your 
devil was a tough cuss and the oldest in- 
habitant living. He did not die. But 
you acknowledge that Jesus died but his 
father lived. If three was one and one 
was three, how could there be one living 
now? 

In conclusion, Christian theologians, 
make up your minds to turn over a fresh 
leaf from nature’s storehouse of knowl- 
edge and study Nature’s laws that never 
die and you willsee your true God in all 
his beauty and loveliness. And resolve to 
liv by the sweat of your brows an honest 
life, be virtuous and become true fathers 
as your parents did and obey Nature’s laws, 
and you will liv happy and die happy and 
hav no fear of the future. 

- Respectfully, W. W. Morais. 


A Senator Taken to Task. 
Ooran Braos, Feb. 20, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: In accordance with my 
promis I hav written to Senator Maher 
relativ to his bill ‘‘ to set aside one day in 
the week as a day of rest.” The following 
is a true copy of my letter: r 


Prospror Minixa Camp, } 
Ooran Beaca, Feb. 20, 1893.5 

Hon. Tuomas Mauer, Starz SENATOR, 
Hon. Sir and Oldtime friend: In perus- 
ing this letter I hope you will accept it in 
the same spirit that actuates me in writing 
it, and I earnestly beseech you to giv it 
your most careful consideration, as, inmy 
opinion and knowledge, the matter herein 
contained will greatly affect your political 
interests in the future, which you, upon a 
careful investigation, will honestly admit. 
. . . While reading the Examiner of 
the 16th of the present month I came 
across a paragraph which stated that you 
- had presented a bill to the Senate the ob- 
ject of which was to set aside one day of 
the week ‘‘as a day of rest,” which I pre- 
sume to be Sunday. Now, dear Senator, 
if my surmises are correct, to say I am 
surprised does not express my feelings. 
. Believing you to be a well-read gentleman, 
both of profane and of religious history. 
and thus knowing the condition of all 
governments where church and state were 
combined, I had thought that you would 
hav been the last person on earth who 
would advocate such a measure. Surely 
you would not see our beloved state in the 
same condition as Ireland, Spain, or 
Mexico. Yet such would be the inevitable 
result under church-and-state rule. The 


word ‘‘rest” in your bill isa blind, the | 


definition of which, when fully realized, 
means ‘‘ worship.” Are you aware that 
nowhere in the Bible does the word Sunday 
occur? No, the word found there is the 
word ‘‘Sabbath,” the seventh day of the 
week, and not Sunday, the first day of the 
week. Who changed the day of worship 
from Saturday to Sunday? Pope Con- 
stantine of the Roman church. So you 
will see by investigation that the Protest- 
ante, with one exception (the Seventh Day 
Adventists), do not follow the teachings of 
the Bible, but do follow the decree of the 
Roman church. . . Believing you to 
be a gentleman of progressiv ideas, you 
are certainly aware that the majority of the 
population of this country are . Free- 
thinkers, who look upon the Bible, and 
upon all religions, as the product of man, 
created by man and by man alone. Yon 


are also aware that the churches and = 


church property of this country alone 
would yield in taxes billions of dollars 
from which they are exempt. Should this 
beso? Should they not be taxed as well 
as the home of the poor mechanic ? Ah, 
dear Senator, if you frame a bill to tax the 
church property of this state you would 
hav the support and the heartfelt thanks of 
the thousands of Liberals throughout the 
state. . Now, dear Senator, I must 
inform you that the Liberal element of the 
United States are consolidating in one 
grand body, which is known as the Free- 
thought Federation, the main object of 
which is to prevent the union of church 
and state, and to keep unsectarian our 
public schools. We are pledged to sup- 
port only candidates who will pledge them- 
selvs to these great principles. It isa 
political organization, but we make these 
pledges irrespect:v of party. If you bav 
not heard of it, you may hear of it ere- 
long. In conclusion I will say that I need 
not remind you of the barbarous cruelty 
and enslaving ignorance of the past, as re- 
corded in history, in all countries, yes, 
even in this beloved land, where church 
was. paramount to state, or where there 
was a union of church and state. No! let 


them forever be separated! And for my 
part I would turn every church into a 
college, every Sunday-school into a day 
school, and every priest and preacher into 
a teacher of science. Hoping you will 
think over this matter and receive my re- 
marks in a feeling of kindness, I am, 
Ever your old friend, 
Wu. PATTERSON, 


From the Midst of Activ Warfare. 
SEATTLE, Wasu., Jan. 17, 1893. 

To Tue Troura SEEKER: I hav long 
wished to hava chat with you. I hav been 
a reader of you so long I think I can ap- 
preciate it, and would like to giv an en- 
couraging woré from this locality. I am 
sixty years old; hay been a Freethinker 
for forty years; hav never refused to show 
my colors and never hauled them down, 
but when or where I meet a sky-pilot or 
one of his victims, be it in pulpit, shop, or 
road, if he shows any disposition for an 
encounter, I unlimber and at him, and 
although my guns are of small caliber, 
he soon finds I hav ammunition of 2 supe- 
rior kind, and I always take that fort. 
Quite a number of pilots hav lost their 
bearings, and many of their passengers 
hav gone with them off the seas of super- 
stition and are now to be found on the 
rock of Reason. Many others are lost in 
the woods, and if Elisha’s she-bears do 


not tear them, will come out all right 


in time. The small guns are doing their 
duty in their sphere. Even the well- 
educated high priest dare not tackle them. 


Shame to those who claim to preach a 
thing and dare not defend it— 
cowards, dastards, not worthy the respect 
of an honorable man or woman on the 


good 


face of the earth! 


The woods of Washington are full of 


Freethought, and, like its namesake, 
George, are not to be outgeneraled, 
Progress is Washington’s motto. 


thousand years ago. 
for its liberal religious views. 
the most part are made up of Eastern em- 
igrants who, like the Chinaman, brought 


the dragon with them, But this is nota 
good climate for them, for I find them 


badly in debt, and begging worse than a 
Sucha good thing they 


deadbeat tramp, 
say—By giving you lay up treasures in 
heaven; but I see all of them rather bank 
on earth, and Ido not see as their note 
passes for less discount than mine. They 
do not ask one what creed or church he 
belongs to, but what about the man, If 
Christianity makes men good, such ques- 
tions would not be asked, for all good 
men pay their honest dues, and their in- 
tegrity is never questioned. The church, 
like myself, condemns lotteries and gam- 
bling, etc., yet the church folks will get 
up lotteries, fish-ponds, sell little jugs, 
auction off their wives and daughters for 
the evening entertainment to men well 
known to be frequenters of houses of 
illfame and gambling dens—for what? 
The dirty dollar they receive to keep up 
the house of God. From whom? Look 
for yourselysand blush that you are akin 
to such as they. O consistency, thou 
artajewel. Truly there is another Christ 
wanted to clean the temple of its rotten- 
ness, that decent and honorable men can 
with respect to themselvs look therein. 
Inclosed list of seventeen books I want 
for missionary work. I will loan them 
until some Christians destroy them, as 
they hav several times done, and then lie 
about it for Christ’s sake. Josx Davis. 


Good Friends Can Come in for Anything. 


ELLSWORTH, Kav., Jan. 27, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: In the cause of Liberty, 
after heartily thanking you for continuing 
to send me the Light (Tae TRUTH SEEKER) 
for a year without receiving your dues on 
the same, I will now proceed to send you 
$6.25 for which, if a delinquent may come 
in as a premium subscriber, you may send 
me Tue TRUTA SEEKER another year, and 
«Old Testament Stories Comically Il- 
lustrated,” and twenty-five cents’ worth of 
leaflets to open the World’s Fair on Sun- 
day. I used the heading for the petition 
in Tse Trura Seexer to keep the Fair 
open on Sunday. In two days I got five 
hundred and ninety-one signatures. Carry- 


It is 
not content to run in the ruts of three 
In fact, this coast 
from Mexico to British Columbia is noted 
There are 
plenty of God-houses, for the people for 


ing a petition of that sort and energetically 
urging the people to sign it soon shows the 
viper-like feeling that exists in the breast 
of the average church-member. Although 
I hav a good many names of members of 
different churches to the petition that I 
sent in, there were very many who were 
very bitter against opening the Fair on 
Sunday and just-as bitter toward the 
bearer of said petition. The insults I re- 
ceived were many. One Christian crank 
told me I had better beat home tending to 
my business than making a public nuisance 
of myself. I told him he had better go 
home and stop looking cross-eyed at me 
because my work did not suit him. He is 
a gardener, and works a good deal on 
Sunday, but I was not aware of that fact 
or I would hav referred him to his disre- 
gard for the ‘‘Sabbath,” as they call it. 
Another man here who seduced his wife’s 
sister, and is 2 good Methodist brother, 
said, ‘‘ What do you want to take away our 
Sabbath for ?” I replied, ‘‘ Your Sunday 
will still remain, even if the Exposition is 
kept open on that day.” He said, ‘‘T 
think you are committing a sin in what 
you are trying todo.” I then asked him 
why he could not let people choose for 
themselvs what they would do. To me it 
appeared that he would take the respons- 
ibility upon himself to close the Fair on 
Sunday if he could. ‘*‘ Yes,” he replied, 
**T would.” ‘‘Then,” I said, ‘‘ you would 
not be as liberal with your brothers as 
God is with you and the human family.” 
“I would, too.” 
would not. 
to do as they please, whether good or bad, 


and never withholds his blessing from the 
evil more than the good, while you would 
not leave the gates open Sunday so they 
could choose the good from the evil, but 
by sheer force make everyone do what you 
thought was right no matter what another 
might think. And that is the true church 
idea of everyone outside of it—either rule 
or ruin everyone who does not believe as 
The brave man who was fight- 
ing one of the Lord’s battles went his way 


they do.” 
without even replying to what I had said. 


pearls before swine. 

I am truly glad to hear from that Man 
With the Badgepin. His letters are both 
amusing and instructiv, and one who has 
lived on the Pacific slope can vouch for 
the truthfulness of his letter. Long may 
he liy and may his Hye never grow dim 
but shine with the brilliancy of the stars. 
_I hav two clippings from the Kansas 
City Star in regard to ministers. If I had 
kept all I hav read I believe I could hav 
saved over one hundred. We hay a 
Methodist minister here who was moving 
out on.a farm and he stole some fence 
posts and other lumber from the lumber- 
yard and was caught at it. He said he 
would pay for it, and did; he then wanted 
a receipt, whereupon Mr. J. Pressny 
wrote the right reverend gentleman a 
receipt: ‘‘ Received of Rev. J. B. Orwig 
$5 for lumber he stole.” The reverend 
demurred, but that was all the receipt he 
could get. Then one of the posts was 
stood up in front of a saloon and placarded, 
“This is the lumber that J. B. Orwig 
stole.” Saran F. METZLER. 


Inspired Painting. 
Turin, Ga., Jan. 1, 1893. _ 

Mr. Eprror: Let me call, Attention, 
lovers of sacred pictures! Crape for one 
that recently sold for $13,000! 

A few days ago a young lady of the so- 
ealled orthodox Christian persuasion, who 
is taking a ‘‘ fine course” at an art school, 
exhibited a picture she had just copied 
from an original ‘‘inspired” design and 
asked me to giv my opinion of it. As the 
company present was so sensitiv—being 
composed of ‘‘ theo-sheolistic”? material— 
and differed so widely on ‘‘ immaterial” 
things—about which they knew nothing— 
I asked to be excused, for the present at 
least, from rendering an opinion which 
would necessarily involve a subject the 
picture so forcibly illustrated. 

t Oh, I can’t excuse you,” said the fair 
artist, ‘‘I am so anxious to hear your 
opinion.” i 

‘‘Please excuse me and I will hav my 
opinion published in the best paper in the 
world and send you a copy.” 


fair artist. 
you to see, knowing your admiration for 
pictures.” 


‘*No,” I said, ‘‘ you 
God allows all of his children 


He evidently did not wish to cast any more 


“ Oh, I can’t excuse you,” insisted the 
“I brought the picture for 


I thén asked her if she wanted my opin- 


ion of the artistic work or the idealistic. 


“ Oh, I am not fishing for a compliment 


for the work I did—certainly not. I want 
to know what you think of the original de- 
sign— that 
brought it into existence.” 


is, the ‘inspiration’ that 


‘‘Tnspiration,” said I. ‘‘Do you mean 
the idealistic?” 

“No, not exactly,” said she. ‘‘The 
word ‘idealistic’ is better suited to fancy 
sketches; this is not a fancy sketch, buta 
real ‘inspired’ picture, and the original 
sold recently for $13,000.” 

‘‘ Ts thatso?’ said I. ‘‘Then I infer the 
picture was inspired by Mammon,” 

At this point a pensiv smile lit up the 
pious parlor at the expense of the fair 
artist. 

‘The idea of such a lovely picture as 
this being inspired by the god of money is 
too ridiculous even for & first-class 
comedy,” she said with an expression of 
mixed sorrow and sarcasm. ‘‘I made a 
sad mistake in mentioning the price.” 

But the fair artist was in robust health 
and it was hog-killing time in the neigh- 
borhood and everybody had plenty of 
backbone, sparerib, sausage, souse, chit- 
terlings, and fatty-bread; so there was no 
chance for a swoon in this case, 

After placing the picture on the mantel- 
piece, she asked: ‘‘ What is your idea of 
inspiration, anyway?” 

“Well,” said I, “if you must hav it 
anyway, I suppose I had better get to 
work.” So I gave, as near as I could, 
Colonel Ingersoll’s definition, thinking 
perhaps no one present would detect the 
“little draw ” I was making on the ‘‘bank 
of brains.” But to my astonishment I 
was caught before I got half through and 
charged with literary piracy. Owing to 
the extreme restlessness of the company, 
which consisted of Catholics and Protest- 
ants, I was excused on the grounds that it 
would be a breach of Christian ethics to 
render an honest opinion of the picture 
under the circumstances. 

The picture in question, which was first 
conceived—that is, ‘‘inspired’’—by Jean 
Millet, is entitled ‘‘ Angelus,” and repre- 
sents a pair of pious peasants in a potato 
patch in an attitude of worship while the 
bell chimes in the tower of an old cathedral 
in the background, a mile distant perhaps. 
The old cathedral has the appearance of 
being in existence long before Martin 
Luther quit the Catholic church for 
reasons that would make anybody blush in 
the nineteenth century, except a Protest- 
ant. Notwithstanding all this, ‘‘ Angelus” 
is universally admired, not only by Cath- 
olics, but Protestantsas well, ‘‘ Angelus” 
would fail to attract the attention of a 
Freethinker, except to serve as a text to 
show how priestcraft has degraded men 
and women in all ages, All grades of 
Christians admire this picture for its sim- 
plicity and earnestness of devotion. 

Sow, let the reader imagin an inspired 
camera, fresh from the design-gallery of 
museland, loaded with a pair of pious 
peasants in a potato patch, with an old 
thin-pronged pitchfork like Neptune and 
a wheelbarrow like one of Heston’s, with 
bowed heads, near an old cathedral, and 
you will hav the inspired picture that 
was ‘‘kodaked ” for the impressiv mind of 
Jean Millet. The attitude and facial ex- 
pression of these peasants show ignorance, 
cowardice, and dependence. 


One writer says, ‘‘Show me a man’s 
oracle and I will tell you that man’s char- 
acter.” Another says, ‘‘Tell me a man’s 
character and I will name the god he wor- 
ships.” When I saw Heston’s picture of 
Constantine, I said: ‘‘ Here is a picture 
representiug all the obstacles in the way 
of progress and civilization.” When I see 
a picture of a man in full armor I think of 
Constantine. When I see men and women 
in the attitude of worship it reminds 
me of the Auto-då-fé. By way of con- 
clusion I will say that the artistic work 
expended on the picture entitled ‘‘Ange- 
lus” is faultless, but the ‘‘ inspiration” is 
doubtless the result of perspiration. From 
experience I find that grabbling potatoes is 
dirty work, and when mixed with worship 
itis worse. R. M. Tznog, 
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Edited by Miss Susan H. Wrxon, Fall 


River, Mass., to whom all Communica- 
tions for this Corner should be sent. 


“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
ie When the night E beginning to lower, 
mes a pause in the day’s occupations 
That i known as the Children's Hour.” 


A Child’s Gethsemane. 


[The author of the poem below is, we are proud 
to say, one of our girls of the Corner. The senti- 
ment of the poem is deep and strong, showing 

enius of a high order, which should not be al- 
fowed to languish or grow dim.—Eb. C. C.] 


My sweet-voiced mother’s song was hushed 
As you hav heard some timid bird 

Break off its song half sung— 

As if some mesmeric call is heard— 

Or else becanse the chilling breezes stung 

Its tender breast 

Aud made it seek a warmer nest. 

Her soft, low mother-song was not half done— 
Why, it was only just begun. 

But God—motherless you say—still holds the key 
Of death, of life, and mystery, 

And nothing—no, not deity itself—can feel’ 
For others what itself has never felt. 

It is a hard, lard hand the gods hay dealt. 


The solenin pines cast shadows on her grave; 

Frail, sweet, old-fashioned pinks dip deep— 

Urged deeper by the tears I weep, 

And let their rootlets round her fair hair play— 

Perhaps some treasured secret sip 

From the poor, helpless, death-damp lip. 

Sometimes a deep, wild longing just to see her 
face 

And feel the oft-told rest of lying on a mother’s 
breast 

Fills me with mad desire to tear the dust, 

To mock the pines, uproot the pinks. 

I think sometimes to loose the sands with great 
salt tears, 

And tear them with my childish hands, 

Dig down deep and wrap me in her golden hair 

And let the sad pines still be singing there. 
—Eana Heald inthe Catifornia Golden Era. 

<< 


Pardee Butler and the Raft. 


A STORY OF THE EARLY DAYS IN KANSAS. 

One of the most interesting episodes in 

the early history of Kansas, and one that 
occasions renewed interest whenever re- 
lated, is the story of Pardee Butler’s voy- 
age down the turbulent Missouri in 1855. 
Mr. Butler was a prominent figure in the 
early struggles of the territory, and his 
name will ever stand out on the pages of 
Kansas history with those of John Brown, 
Jim Lane, Charles Robinson, and others. 
Mr. Butler emigrated to Kansas from 
Illinois in the spring of 1855, settling on 
the banks of Stranger creek in Atchison 
county. In August he concluded to go 
back to Ilinois and get his wif; and chil- 
dren. He went to Atchison, where he 
was to stay over night and take the steam- 
boat in the morning for St. Louis. A 
public meeting was held ia Atchison that 
night to consider Mr. Butler’s case, but 
he was not aware of the proceedings. He 
was sitting at a table in the boarding- 
house writing letters when he was suddenly 
startled by some one calling his name 
from the outside. He arose to go down- 
stairs to find out what was wanted when 
he was unexpectedly met by six men 
armed with bowie knives and revolvers. 
The first thing they did was to present 
Mr. Butler with some resolutions, at the 
same time speaking in the vilest terms of 
Free-State men and demanding that he 
should sign the resolutions. Mr. Butler, 
who was always a man of undaunted 
courage and in whose heart burned a 
yearning love for freedom, emphatically 
declared that he would not sign the reso- 
lutions. The angry mob then seized him 
and dragged him to the bank of the Mis- 
souri river, where they threatened to 
drown him; but after a moment’s hesita- 
tion the following dialog ensued: 

‘*Did the Immigrant Aid Society send 
you here?” asked the leader of the mob. 

“No,” replied Mr. Butler with firm 
voice and resolute countenance. ‘‘I hav 
no connection with the Immigrant Aid 
Society.” 

“Well, what did you come for?” again 
queried the mob. 

“I came because I had a mind to 
come,” Mr. Butler emphatically answered. 
“ What did you come for?” 

They made no reply, but asked Mr. 
Butler if he came to make Kansas a free 
state. 

‘No, not primarily,” answered Mr. 
Butler, ‘‘ but I shall vote to make Kansas 
a free state.” 


A whole volume of such questions were 
hurled at him on ‘every side, and Mr. 
Butler answered them in a decidedly cool 
manner. All the issues of the day were 
discussed atlength. Finally, Mr. Butler, 
becoming disgusted with the talk, ssid to 


them: ‘‘Gentlemen, there is no use in 
keeping up this debate any longer. If I 
liv anywhere, I shall livin Kansas. Now, 


do your duty as you understand it, and I 
will do mine as I understand it. I ask no 
favors of you.” 

One of the crowd then said, ‘‘ My 
friends, we must not hang thisman. He 
is not an Abolitionist, he is what we call a 
Free-soiler. The Abolitionists steal our 
niggers, but the Free soilers do not do 
this. Therefore, I propose that we make 
a raft, and send him down the river a5 an 
example.” 

The crowd finally agreed to do this. 
They secured two logs which they fastened 
together, and after tar-and-feathering Mr. 
Butler, and painting the letter ‘“‘R” on 
his forehead, which stood for ‘‘Rogue,” 
they ordered him to get on the rude raft. 
The men then took a skiff and towed the 
raft to the middle of the river where the 
current was swift, and started him off on 
his perilous journey down the ‘‘Big 
Muddy.” As he floated away he called 
out to the men: ‘‘Gentlemen, if T am 
drowned I forgiv you; butI hav this to 
say to you: If you are not ashamed of 
your part in this transaction, I am not 
ashamed of mine. Good-bye.” 

On looking around Mr. Butler observed 
that they had placed a flag on the raft. 
As he started to take down the flag the 
men called to him and threatened to follow 
down the river and shoot him if he touched 
the flag. But with his usual fearlessness 
he cut the flag from the staff and put it in 
his pocket. The men did not follow him, 
however. On this fiag was the picture of 
a white man on horseback galloping away 
with a negro behind him. Just above the 
picture were the words, ‘‘ Eastern Aid Ex- 
press,” and from the man’s mouth was 
flowing the expression: ‘‘Greeley to the 
rescue, I hav a nigger.” On the horse’s 
neck were printed the .words, ‘‘ From 
Atchison,” and underneath the picture, 
‘Rev. Mr. Butler, agent for the under- 
ground railroad.” 

Mr. Butler took the staff, which was a 
small sapling, and used it for anoar. He 
managed to land about five miles below 
Atchison, near the town of Sumner. From 
there he walked down to Port Williams, 


another village further down the river, | 


where he remained over Sunday with Mr. 
Hartman and Dr. Oliphant. The next day 
he resumed his journey to St. Louis on 
the steamboat. From there he went over 
into Illinois, where he joined his family, 


and after a brief sojourn he returned with | 


them to Kansas. 
Atchison, Kan. GEORGE J. REMSBURG. 
ep 


Correspondence. 


Norra Benton, O., Feb. 25, 1893. 
Miss Wixon: This is my first letter to 
the Children’s Corner, and I hope it will 
not be the last. Iam fourteen years old. 
I like to read the Children’s Corner very 
much. My grandfather Bedell has 
taken Toe TRUTA SEEKER ever since it 
has been published in New York. I hav 
no brothers and sisters, and I often think 
myself very lonely. I go to school and 
study reading, grammar, spelling, geog- 
raphy, physiology, and arithmetic. - 
I will close for this time. 
A friend of the Freethinkers, 
GERTRUDE BEDELL. 


PERRYSVILLE, PA., Feb. 20, 1893. 

Dear Miss Wixon: I thought I would 
write to the Corner. This is my first 
letter, but I hope it is not the last one. 
My uncle gets Tas TRUTH SEEKER but I 
see it every week. Iam ten years old, and 
I go to school. My sister and I are the 
only Freethinkers in our school. M 
teacher reads the Bible every day. Well, 
I guess I will close for this time. 

From your friend, 
Nanyiz P. BEVERIDGE. 

[Nannie and her sister are two brave 
girls. May they liv long to do good! —Ep. 
C. C.J 


Corvatuis, ORE., Feb. 15, 1893. 
Dear Miss Wixon: I thought I would 
try and write to the Corner. I don’t see 
any correspondence from this place. 
he picture of the missionary departing 
from China is a very fine picture. 


I think that the Chinese ought to rout | down in herseat. 


all the gospel-stuffers out of China. 


FHE TROTH SEEKER. 


MARCH 11, 1898. 


The Chinese would not do as badly as 
the founder of the Christian religion, 
the great Constantine—hav their wives 
bathed in boiling water. ; 

Ithink my letter is long enough for 
the first time, so I will close. 


I remain your Liberal friend, 
H. C. Nort. 


[A good letter for the first. Let it not 
be the last.—Ep. C. C.] 


Porr ANGELES, Wasu., Feb. 3, 1893 

Eprror CxipRen’s CorNneR: Mr. 
Charlesworth was here lecturing January 
22d and 23d. He lectured in the Opera 
House and had a good house both nights. 
He gave Christians the privilege of speak- 
ing after he was through, but if there 
were any there they did not say anything. 
God, Abraham, David, Solomon, and the 
rest, got a dose from which, in the mind 
of any sane man, they can never recover. 
He is in my judgment avery able speaker. 

By what 1 hav read of the debate with 
Clark Braden I think Braden has hooked 
the wrong fish. Mr. Charlesworth was 
getting all the applause and Rev. Mr. 
Braden said he did not want any applause 
as those that applsuded had their brains 
in their heels instead of their heads. Mr. 
Charlesworth said this was an insult to the 
audience, and was rewarded with applause. 
I hope he givs Braden such a send-off he 
will not show up again. ` 

I think there are a great many Free- 
thinkers in this town. At the school to 
which I go the children are mostly Free- 
thinkers, and what Christians there are 
know enough to keep still, and when we 
are talking they do not say a word. 

As this is my first letter I will close, with 
best wishes to the Corner. 

Yours truly, Carrers A. Woop, JR. 


[Write again.—Ep. C. C.] 

ASPEN, Cor., Feb. 10, 1893. 

Miss Susan H. Wrxown: I am a reader of 
the Corner. I like to read the Corner 
better than anything else I read, except 
the letters I receive from home. Iama 
nativ of Texas, where my father and 
mother now reside. Iliv here withmy aunt 
Jennie and uncle Amos Akers, so that I 
ean go to school. i , 

Where I lived in Texas I could not 
always go to school. 

There are three large public school 
buildings and a Catholic school in Aspen, 
with full attendance. 

I attend the Lincoln school. I am 
eleven years old and am in the fourth 
grade. The snow is from three to five feet 
deep and it is still snowing. 

Uncle Amos takes several Freethought 
papers and we never miss a Freethought 
lecture held in this place. Mrs. Mattie P. 
Krekel gave us two lectures about Christ- 
mas, and everyone said her lectures 
were splendid and wished she could stay 
longer. 

The Aspen Liberal Union held a Paine 
celebration this year, in which I took a 
part. I spoke apiece from Aunt Elmina 
with which all seemed to be pleased. 

I often wish that you and Mrs. Slenker, 
or somebody else, would write short 
pieces suitable for a girl to speak on such 
occasions or at school. 

If my letter appears in the Corner, the 
paper will be sent to my friends in Texas. 

With best wishes to yourself and the 
Corner, I am, Respectfully, 

JENNIE McBripe. 


[We shall always be glad to hear from 
Jennie.—Ep. C. C.] $ 


Listowen, Ont., Can., Feb. 11, 1893. 

Drar Miss Wrxon: I thought I would 
write another Jetter to the Children’s 
Corner, as itis so long since I wrote that 
yon will hav forgotten me altogether. 

My father has taken Toe TRUTH SEEKER 
ever since I can remember. And I think 
it is well named. 

There are not many Freethinkers around 
here. Sometimes a few of them meet at a 
Liberal house and hav a talk about the 
nonsense found in the Bible, and about 
other things. 

We liv on a farm of one hundred 
and fifty acres, about three miles south of 
Listowel. The most of the people around 
here keep a number of cows and send their 
milk to a cheese-factory. There is not 
much bush around here, and most of the 
farms are pretty well cleared. The prin- 
cipal trees found in the bush are maple, 
oak, elm, some pine, ash, hemlock, and a 
little cedar. 

The principal fruit trees are apples, 
plums, cherries, and pears. The small 
fruits found around here are strawberries, 
raspberries, gooseberries, currants, and 
tomatoes. 

I will now tell you about a little Libera 
friend who livs not far from here. i 

There was a lady who called for her and 
her sister on Sundays to take them to 
church. One Sunday the minister was 
talking about the Freethinkers, and she 
jumped up in her seat and would hav said 

‘“ My pais justas good as you!” had not 
the lady whom she was with pulled her 
But the little girl would 
never go to church any more. 


I would like to correspond with some of - 
the readers of the Children’s Corner. 
Hoping that this letter may escape the 
wastebasket, I am 
Your Liberal friend, 

HESTER JICKLING. 


[There! we call the above a good, nicely 
composed letter. Hester will always find 
a welcome in this Corner. We would like 
to take that bright little girl in our arms 
and kiss her—the one who wanted to say 
“My papa is just as good as you!”—Ep. 
©. C.J ' 


New Rocuerte, N. Y., Feb. 11, 1893. 

Drar Miss Wrxon: Mamma has just re- 
ceived your letter, and it has reminded 
me of a duty I must perform—that is, to 
write a letter to you. i 

Of course mamma has written to you 
and has told you all about our trip to 
Europe, but I thought I would like to 
write a little too. 

We remained eleven weeks away and 
spent one month in London. 

Papa took sister and me out every 
day, and we visited many places of inter- 
est: the Crystal Palace, where they had 
a dog show, and poultry—there were 
over sixteen hundred dogs; Covent Gar- 
den. where they sell so many vegetables 
and flowers; ‘‘ Big Ben,” the clock on the 
House of Parliament, whose minuie-hand 
ip seventeen feet long and hour hand twelve 
eet. . 

I was always pleased when papa took us 
through the ‘‘ Arcade.” Such pretty toys 
Isaw—dolls, drums, soldiers, swords, guns, 
wooden horses, and pretty china cups and 
sallcers. 

We went to the British Museum, where 
we saw such wonderful things—mummies 
which were discovered in Egypt; mounted 
crocodiles and other animals; beautiful 
statues from Rome and Greece, and hand- 
some vases from all parts of the world. 

Papa took us through St. James’s park 
and we saw the soldiers pass through on 
their way to Marlborough square. 

We visited the zoological gardens and 
saw the monkeys; also the bear who climbs 
the pole. They were being fed. And we 
saw the seal kiss the keeper. He was be- 
ing fed on small fish. l 

When you were in London did you see 
the ‘‘blue coat” boys? They are bare- 
headed and wear long blue coats and 
yellow stockings. It is a charity school. 
The school is in Newgate street, I think. 

Papa and mamma went to the lord 
mayor’s show, but they were afraid to take 
us because the crowd was so great. All 
the busses and cabs had to be stopped 
during the parade, so the people had all 
the streets to themselvs. 

I am afraid I am making my letter too 
long, and I hav not told you a quarter of 
what I saw, but mamma says you are very 
busy, and I would not like to take too 
much of your time. 

Mamma and Geraldine send their kind- 
est love to you and your sister, and papa, 
his kindest regards. 

I am glad you like the Freethinkers 
mamma sent you. 

With much love, dear Miss Wixon, and 
to your sister, believe me, 

Your young Liberal friend, 
Portia BRoaDBELT. 

P.S.—Was little Susie that you wrote 
“The Story Hour” in memory of, your 
sister’s child? She is awfully sweet- 
looking. And next time when I write will - 
you mind if I call you ‘‘ Aunt Susan?” 


[Yes, little Susie was my sister’s only 
child. She was very dear to us all. I 


would be pleased to hay you call me aunt 
if you wish to.—S. H. W.] 


THE ELIMINATOR; — 
Skeleton Keys to Sacerdotal Secrets, 


“Write me no more fables, lest I be a fool and 
read the riddles awry.” 


By R. B. Westbrook, D.D., LL.B. 


Contrents: The Whole Truth; Sacerdotalism 
Ivpeached; The Fabulous Claims of Judaism; 
Moses and the Pentateuch; Ancient Symbolism 
and Modern Litcralism; Astral Keys’ to Bible 
Stories; The Fable of the Fall; Search for the 
“Last Adam:” What Is Kuown of the New Testa- 
meut; The Drama of the Gospels; The Ideal 
Christ; Jesus_and Other Clirists; A Reverent 
Critique on Jesus; A Few Fragments; Blood 
Salvation; The Things That Remain. 

Price, cloth, $1.50. Fort sale at this office. 


SCIENCE VS, RELIGION, 


OR, THE 
Conflict between Reason and Superstition, 
By T. C. WIDDICOMEE, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


Price, 10 cents. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER 00. 


TES TRUTA SENER, MARCH 11. 1598. 
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New Publications. 


Darwin and After Darwin, 


An Exposition of the Darwinian Theory. 
By Grorcz J. ROMANES. 


A systematic Exposition of what may be termed 

the Darwinism of Darwin, and intended to be of 
zoryice to the general reader rather than to pro- 
fexsed naturalists. 
, Mr: Romanes is well known as one of the most 
interesting of English writers upon evolution, 
besides ranking with Professor Huxley in scien- 
tific knowledge and ability. And this Is a part of 
his conclusion regarding the great subject of 
Design, to which the church go often refers: 

_* Thus whether we look to the facts of adapta- 
tion or to those of beauty, everywhere through- 
out organic nature we meet with abundant 
evidence of natural catisation, while nowhere do 
we meet with any independent evidence of 
supernatural design.  . Adaptation and 
beauty are alike receiving their explanation at 
the hands of a purely mechanical philosophy. .. . 
All nature has thus been transformed before the 
view of the present generation in a manner and 
to an extent that has never before been possible; 
and inasmuch as the change which has taken 
place has taken place in the direction of natural- 
ism, and this to the extent of rendering the 
mechanical interpretation of nature universal, it 
is no wonder if the religious mind has suddenly 
awakened to a new, and a terrible force in the 
words of its traditional enemy—Where is now 
thy God?” i 

Ulustrated. Price, cloth, $2. 

Address, THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Hard Knocks 


at Christianity. 
By R. WHEELER. 


_ This book is just what, its title implies—thump- 
ing whacks at superstition. It deals with the 
effect of Christianity on the world, showing 
what Christians have done to advance their relig- 
ion and impede the progress of man. It shows 
that Jesus was a false prophet, that the gospels 
are not authentic, and that Christianity is a bor- 
rowed system of religion. That the Bible is not 
in accord with Science, that the atonement 
scheme is futile and foolish, and that religion is 
not areal benefit to man. 

Price, 20 cents, six for $1. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Antiquity 
Unveiled. 


= x —o— 


Ancient Voices 
from the Spirit 
Realm disclose the 
most Startling Rev- 
elations. 


3 Proving Christianity 
to he of 
Heathen Origin, 


(ILLUSTRATED.] 
Price, - - - - $1.50. 


THE TRUTH SHER ER 


THEOLOGICAL ESSAYS. 


Tn two volumes. 


Vol. .—Heresy: Its Morality and Utility; 


HOVELID AND MANIA SERIES. | WV owe off the Look 
5 


1 Atonement. 


1 P ilosophy of Spiritualism, Marvin 
12 Tyndall’s Belfast Inangural, and Port 


13 Essavs on Miracles. David Hume.... 


P 
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= 
© 
ot 


Charles Watts.. . 
Charles Watt: 


23 The Christian Deity. 
24 Moral Value of the Bible. 
25 Freethought and Mod. Progress. Watts.... 
26 Christianity: Its Natiire and Influence on 


Civilization. Charles Watts. ............ 
28 Thoughts on Atbeism. Austin Holyoake... 
29 Is there a Moral Governor of the Universe? 

Austin Holyoake.... 00.2... .eees reese eeeees 
80 Philosophy of Secularism. Charles Watts.. 
38 Is There a God? Charles Bradlatch 
39 Labors Prayer. Charles Bradlaugh 
40 Poverty: Its Cause and Cure., 
42 Science and Bible Antagonistis. 
43 Christiav Scheme of Redemption. C. Watts 5 
44 Logic of Death: or, Why Should the Atheist 5 


aana oa ST OT CHOOT OT 


ear toDie? By G.J. Holyoake . ...... 10 
47 Poverty: Its Effects on the Political Condi- 
tion of the People. Charles Bradlaugh.. 
MANNA SERIES. 
1 Original Manna for “ God’s Chosen.”. ...... 5 
3 New Life of David. Charles Bradlaugh 5 
5 20; Questions Without Answers........ Sec $ 
6 Dialogue between a Christian M ry 
and a Chinese Mandarin......-.,.........-. 10 
7 Queries Submitted to the Bench of Bishops 
by a Weak but Zealous Christian. . 10 


8 Search After Heaven and Hell. A Holy.- 


14 Acts of the Apostie-; A Face. A.H. 
15 Lu‘ticrous Aspects of Christianity. A. H... 10 
16 Twelve Apostles. Charles Bradlaugh... 5 
17 Who Was Jesns Christ? C. Bradlaugh.. 
18 What Did Jesus Teach? C. Bradlangh...... 5 
19 New Life of Abvaham. Charles Bradlaugh. 5 
20 New Life of Moses. Charles Bradlaugh..... 5 
21 A Secular Prayer. Holyvake. Per doz..... 10 


On orders for Iron-Clad and Manna we will send 
$1.10 worth for $1; $2.50 worth for $2; $5 worth 
for 43, and $10 worth for $5. 


The Glerzyman’s Victims, 


A LIBERAL SIORY, 
By Mrs. E. J. BALL. 


Price, 25 cents. 


4 Naw Number of The Truth Seeker Library. 


PULPIT, PEW, 
and CRADLE. 


By Helen H. Gardener. 
One of Her Brightest, Wittiest, and 
Strongest Lectures Against 
the Bible. 
Every Woman Should Read it 
and 
Know Her Enemies and Her Friends, 


Price, 10 cents. Address this office. 


CHARLES 


BRADLAUGH’S 


WORKS. 


Is There a God? Has Mana 
What Did Jesus Teach? The 


Soul? Were Adam and Eve Our First Parents? Who was Jesust Me of David; Life of Jonah: 


s Lit 7 m: Lif t Jacob; Life of Moses; Li 
Atonement; Life of Abrahams Dife otaona Written? A Plea for Atheism. 
A $ Aye iafe tes on ristian Iividences. k 
aa anity e A o poker Oath: Supernatural and Rational Morality; N 


The Twelve Apostles; When 


House Papers; A 


stone’s Reply to Colonel Ingersoll on Christianity; A I a ids Ahont 
Poy A penis in London with the Rev. Dr. McCann. 


TEXT-BOOK. Part 1. 


Soul? Two Nights’ Debate at 
sophical, Unsocial, and Immoral. 
Price, $1. 


THE FREETHINKERS’ 


Man; Whence and How? Or, Revealed and 


Why? Or, God =X. Price, $1.25. 


TR pbe, 8 pol 
In Re o the Oxford 
I Morality; Mr. Glad- 
as Man a 
Unphilo- 


F 


Words Abont the Devil; 
Secularism 


Real Science iu Contlict. Religion: What and 


HUMANITY’S GAIN FROM UNBELIEF. 


His North American Review article reprinted, 10 cents, 


HERESY: ITS UTILITY AND MORALITY. 


A Plea and a Justification. Third edition. Price, 25 cents. 


WHEN WERE OUR GOSPELS WRITTEN? 


Fourth Edition. Prige, 25 cents. 


NOTES ON CHRISTIAN EVIDENCES. 


Being Criticisms on the “ Oxford House Papers, 


Price, 25 cents. 


TRACTS. 


Land Question 


Starve? Scents; A Plea for Atheism, 5 cents; 


5 cents; Were Adam anc 


» with Replies by their authors. 


i 3 s; Why Do Men 

1 Eye Our Tirst Parents? 5 cents; 2 
; y ta; Labor’s Prayer, 5 cents; 
Ts There a Goa? 5 cent Ee ibo Aer cents: 


Poverty, Its Effects on the Political Condition of the People, 5 cents; New Lite of Jacob, 5 cents; 


New Life o 
Twelve Apostles, 5cents; 
Lite of Ab: 7 
$1.10 worth for $1; $2.50 worth for $2; 

Address 


onah, 5 cents; A Few 
W 


x ; Life of Moses, 5 cents. 
raham, 5 cents; New osen ares 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


Devil, 5 cents; if ceni 
ho Tew Words oons ee What Did Jesus Teach? 5 cents; New 


On orders for these Tracts we will send 
and $10 worth for $5. 
98 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Ir is proposed that Monsignor Satolli 
open the Fair. 


Jos. van Brarcon, of Bergen county, 
N. J., bas been arrested on counts one of 
which is that he stood in the public high- 
way and swore profanely thirty minutes. 


Wm. Coy, hanged at Pittsfield, Mass., 
on the 3d, announced on the scaffold that 
he hed ‘‘given his heart to God.” His 
crime was killing a man, of whom he was 
jealous, with an ax while his victim slept. 


Tue three men who lead the new sect of 
“the Holy Ones” at Raleigh, N. C., hav 
induced several weak women to desert 
their families, and sell their property and 
giv the proceeds to these religious leaders. 


A BILL of unusual character has been 
introduced in the New Jersey legislature. 
It provides that the utmost sum bequeath- 
able to one’s heirs shall be $1,000,000, all 
that one may leave over that going to the 
state. 


Miss RACHEL CALLASAN, of Sweet- 
water, Tenn., will soon conclude a forty 
days’ fast, unless she expires previously. 
Her brother has whipped her severelv to 
make her eat, but without success. Her 
motiv is religious zeal. 


Pavu Montz, of New York city, driven 
crazy by Bible study while trying to de- 
termin whether he should remain a Cath- 
olic or become an Episcopalian, created a 
scene in the church of St. Vincent de 
Paul last Sunday, and has been sent to 
the asylum. 


Amone the criticisms against the pro- 
posed annexation of Hawaii are the charge 
that it is a contrivance of jingoism to 
buy popularity, and the allegation that it 
is an intrigue of the sugar trust of Mans 
Spreckels and associates. The project has 
failed for the present. 


THE local directory of the Fair incline 
to the opinion that prayer will not be 
necessary to its opening. Some members, 
however, are swayed by precedent, saying 
that such a thing as omitting prayer or 
invocation from the inauguration of a 
great exposition has never been heard of. 


Tue Methodist conference has appointed 
a committee to visit President Cleveland, 
Cardinal Gibbons, and Archbishop Sa- 
tolli, and urge them to procure the release 
of Rev. Mr. Nelson, a Methodist mission- 
ary imprisoned in Brazil for remarks on a 
Catholic patron saint which were offensiv 
to the authorities. 


In Columbus, O., the scene of the late 
riot against an anti-Catholic lecturer, a 
human ear was found nailed to a telegraph 
pole one morning recently. It was 
placarded as from ‘‘the first anti-Catholic 
victim.” It is believed to be the prank 
of some medical student, but the police 
are investigating. 


Tur demand for restriction of immigra- 
tion, formerly based on the beliefs that 
labor needed protection, and that the 
foreigners are more largely criminal than 
our nativs, has received the additional 
motiv of excluding cholera. It has been 
suggested that admittance be denied im- 
migrants possessing less than a certain 
sum of money—perhaps $100 or $200. 


M. Tarz, the eminent French philoso- 
pher and critic, died on the 5th. His 
‘‘ History of English Literature,” though 
the work of an alien, is the best exposition 
of its subject extant. This great work in 
1863 was entered in competition for the 
prize of the French Academy, but on mo- 
tion of Bishop Dupanloup rejected on 
account of its Materialistic and Atheistic 
tone. 


As the enactment of Home Rule for 
Ireland seems more likely just now than 
ever before, the Protestants in the prov- 
ince of Ulster are preparing for forcible 
resistance to Catholic tyranny. It is 
being arranged that all the Orangemen 
shall simultaneously withdraw their de- 
posits from the post-office savings-banks 
and purchase arms. Prayers against the 
Home Rule bill are being offered in the 
Protestant churches. 


Davin and John Deem, who claim to 
be inspired from on high, hav founded a 
new religious sect in Columbus, Kan. Jt 
combines the old faith-cure doctrin with 
a literal interpretation of the ecriptures. 
It is gathering in converts from all the 
surrounding country. According to the 
Deems, the present’ are the dark days 
which precede the millennium. These 
dark days will last for only a few years, and 
then the millennium will be ushered in. 
Asa result of the Deems’ teachings hus- 
bands and wives hav separated, children 
hav been deserted by their parents, and 
four men hav already been sent to the in- 
sane asylum. David Deems, the teacher, 
works not. He reads the Bible literally 
and says the Lord will provide. The fact 
is that his disciples provide for him. 


Goo» BOOKS FOR LIBER- 


PUBLICATIONS. 


The Last Tenet; Imposed upon the Khan of 
Tomathoz. By Hudor Genone, author 
ot “ Inquirendo Island.” Copiously illustrated 
with original drawings by Louis M. Glackens. 
12mo, 165 pages; cloth, $1.25; paper, 50c. 

Inquirendo Island. A novel. By Hudor 
Genone. .12mo, 853 pages; cloth, #1; paper, 
50¢. “This book is to me a delightful sur- 
prise. In my judgment it is a stronger piece of 
fiction than Edward Bellamy’s ‘ Looking Back- 
ward,’ which at times it reminds one of. Itis a 
merciless exposure of Pharisaism and hypoc- 
risy, which is so prevalent in fashionable Chris- 
tiavity of to-day. It isa good book, and while 
it will offend many, should be read by all,"— 


[Tho Arena. 

Lecture on the Bible. By Rev. Charles 
Voysey, pastor of the Theistic church of Lon- 
don, with a new introduction by Rev. Herbert 


Taft Root. Paper, 37 pages; 20c. 


God in the Constitution. By Arthur B. 
Bradford. Paper, 18mo, 18 pages; 10c. i 
Eyolution in its Relations to Evangelical 


Religion, By B. F. Underwood. Paper, 
24mo; 21 pages; 5c. 


The Change of Front of the Universe. 
By Minot J. Savage. Paper, 31 pages, 10c. 

A Study of Primitive Christianity. By 
Lewis G. Janes. Cloth, octavo, gilt top, uncut 
edges, 819 pages; $1.25. “Dr. Janes is evidently 
a thorough scholar, and one cannot fail to bo 
impressed with the carc, the honesty, the faith- 
fulness, the impartiality, the love of truth, the 
conservatism exhibited throughout this admi- 

rable volume.”—(Popular Science Mouthly. 


What Can Ethics Do For Us? By 
William Mackintire Salter. Paper, 12mo, 32 
pages, 10c. 

By 


Freedom of Thought and of Speech. 
William Mackintire Salter. Paper, 12mo, 99 
pages, 10c. 


The Morals of Christ. A comparison 
with the contemporaneous systems of Mosaic, 
Pharisaic, and Greco-Roman cthies. By Austin 
Bierbower. Paper, 16mo, 200 pagos, 50c.; cloth, 
$1. “Mr, Bierbower has carefully analyzed the 
old-world ethical systems which chicily con- 
cern the modern civilized world, and in this 
bouk ho has so classified tho elements revealed 
by that analysis as to give them a high scien- 
tific value. Tis book is almost as systematic ag 
a treatise upon one of the exact sciences, and 
stands in fino contrast to the rambling, ethical 
discussion of which we hear s0 much and which 
leads us nowhcre.”—[Chicago Daily News. 

Liberty and Life. Seventeen discourses 
on tho applications of scientific truth to morals 
and religion. By E. P. Powell. 12mo0, 208 pages; 
cloth, $1; paper, 50e. “Strong, even bold, 
essays on ethical and religious subjects. They 
are the work of a man of vigorous intellect, who 
has studied the doctrine of evolution long and 
earcfully, and has not found it necessary to 
abandon all his old reverences. The discourses 
are full of interest to the casual reader Dy ren- 
son of their fund of ancedoto and biographical 
citation, and to the secker for religions and 
meen rath they offer many helps.”—[Literary 

orld. 


Evolution and Christianity, A Study. 
By J. C.F. Grumbine. Cloth, square 18m0, 
75 paces, 80c. “Mr. Grumbinc’s statements are 
sound and well pul His book is the fruit of 
wide reading nnd investigation. It is a helpful 
one, is thoroughly interesting reading, and its 
presentation of the relation between evolution 
and Chrintiunity includes much valuable 
thought.”—[Buffalo Express. 

Lessous From the World of Matter and 
the World of Man. By Theodore Parker. 
Selected from notes of unpublished sermons by 
Rufus Leighton. 12mo, 430 pages; cloth, $1.253 


paper, 50c. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


“With Daughter's Save dpon 


His Knees.” 


Photograph of Colonel Ingersoll, with his 
grandohild in his lap, a delicate little souvenir of 
merica’s greatest orator and Freedom’s rontaet 
co for 


champion at home, may be had at this o 
fifty cents 


Other Newspapers 


The Truth Seeker. 


Any of our readers who desire a New York 
weekly political paper can obtain one of the fol- 
lowing in_ connection with Tue Trurn SEEKER 
at reduced rates: 

Trtoune (Republican) weekly, 

TRUTH SEEKER, - - - - 
Tribune (Republican) semi-wcekly, and Tau 

TRUTH SEEKER, - - - - 
The Sun (Democratic) weekly, and Tux 

TRUTH SEEKER, - i à 3 
The Wortd (Democratic) weekly, and THE 

TRUTS SEEKER, - - - - 8650 
THE ARENA and THE TRUTH SEEKER 
Will be sent one year both for, - - $6 00 
With large picture premium with the Arena, 6 50 
THE NORTH AMERICAN REVIEW ana 

THE THUTH SEEKER will be sent one yonr 

= - = (i 


The Freethinker s Badge-pin 


2.75 Pin and THE TRUTH 
SEEKER one year for $5. 


Ingersoll Souvenir Spoon 


AND 
THE TRUTH SEEKER 
ONE YEAR, 
Will be sent for $4.75. Sugar Spoons and TRUTH 
SEEKER, ae Either kind (Tea or Sugar) Spoon 
with gilt bowl, 50c. more. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
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ROBERT C. -| Superstition in All Ages, 


158 1898. 


GOVERNMENT ANALYZED. 


By COL. JOHN R. KBLSO. 


Contents: Derivations and Definitions of 
Political Terms; Various Forms of Goyernment; 
General Principles of Goyernment; Functions 
of Government; Origin of Government; Declara- 
tion of Independence; Articles of Confederation; 
Defects of the Confederation; Formation of the 


Priest, whok | 


INGERSOLL’S (22 
WORKS. 


Gatholick 


Only Authorized Editions. 


Comprising The Gods, Humboldt, Thomas Paine, Individuality, Heretics and Heresies 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 


GHOSTS AND OTHER LECTURES. 2 R 
Including The Ghosts, Liberty of Man, Woman, and Child; The Declaration of Independ 
ence, About Farming in Illinois, Speech Nominating James G Blaine for Presidency in 1876, 
The Grant Banquet, A Tribute to Rev. Alex. Clarke, The Past Rises Before Me Like a Dream 
and A Tribute to Ebon C. Ingersoll. Paper,50 cents; cloth, $1. 


SOME MISTAKES OF MOSES. roe 
Contents: Some Mistakes of Moses, Free Schools, The Politicians, Man and Woman, The 
Pentateuch, Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, He Made the Stars Also, Friday, Satur- 
day, Let us Make Rion, Sunday, The Necessity for a Good Memory, The Garden, the Fall 
Dampness, Bacchus and Babel, Pith in Filth, The Hebrews, Tho Plagues, The Flight, Confess 
and Avoid, Inspired Slavery, Marriage, War, Religious Liberty, Gonclusion. Paper, 50 cents 
cloth, $1. 


(INTERVIEWS ON TALMAGE. 
Being Six Interviews with tbe Famous Orator on Six Sermons by the Rev. T. DeWitt Tal- 
mage, Pa la to which is added a Talmagian Catechism. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1.25: 
clotn, gilt, . 


BLASPHEMY. Ss 
Argument by R. G. Ingersoll in the Trial of O. B. Reynolds, at Morristown, N. J. This is 
the greatest argument ever made in a case of this kind, and will be a model for the bar so long 
as the Christians use force to repress free speech, Its legal acumen is unsurpassed, its elo. 
quence never equaled in a trial for “blasphemy.” Wherever Christian persecution is going 
on this argument should be freelv circulated, read to the Christians, and expounded on very 
occasion. Paper, 25 cents; cloth, 50 cents. 


WHAT MUST WE DO TO BE SAVED? 
Analyzes the so-called gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, and devotes a chapter 
each to the Catholics, Episcopalians, Methodists, Presbyterians, Evangelical Alliance, and an- 
g swers the question of the Christians as to what he proposes instead of Christianity—the relig- 
ion of sword and flame. Paper, 25 cents. 


THE GREAT INGERSOLL CONTROVERSY. 
The famous Christmas Sermon by Colonel Ingersoll, ane Deas replies of the ministers, 


and Colonel Ingersoll’s rejoinders to the same. Paper, 25 cents. 


TUOMAS PAINE?S VINDICATION. 
A Reply tothe New York Observer's Attack upon the Author-hero of the Revalution, by 
R. G. Ingersoll. Paper, 15 cents. 


LIMITATIONS OF TOLERATION. 
A Discussion between R. G. Ingersoll, Hon. Frederick R. Coudert, and Ex-Governor 
Stewart L. Woodford. Paper, 10 cents. ` 


ORTHODOXY. CIVIL RIGHTS SPEECH. 
A Lecture. Paper, 10 cents. With Speech of Hon. Frederick Douglass. Paper, 10 cents 


OPENING SPEECH TO THE JURY: 

In the suit of the B, & M. Tel. Co. vs. W U. Tel. Co., 1886. Paper, 10 cents. 
CRIMES AGAINST CRIMINALS. 

Delivered Before the New York State Bar Association. Paper, 10 cents. 


LIFE. A Prose-Poem. In color, on board, gilt edges, 9x 13 (for mantel, wall, or easel), 50 cents. 
LITHOGRAPH OF R. G. INGERSOLL. A LAY SERMON. 


22x 28 inches, heavy plate paper, 50 cents. On the Labor Question. Paper, 5 cents 


PHOTOGRAPH (CABINET) OF R. G. INGERSOLL, 50 cents. 
ss on “© COLONEL INGERSOLL, WITH BABY BROWN. 


D (A home picture.) 50 cents. , 
PHOTOGRAPH (PANEL), 18 x 24 inches, $5. (IMPERIAL), 74 x 18 inches, $1.50. 
STAGE AND THE PULPIT. 


An Interview on their Comparative Merits, and Opinions on the Trial of the Chicago 
Anar shists, the Catholic Church, etc. Paper, 3 cents. 


DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE, INGERSOLL ON McGLYNN. 


Centennial Oration. Paper, 6 cents. Paper, 3 cents. 


INGERSOLL CATECHISED. Paper, 3 cents. BIBLE IDOLATRY. Paper, 3 cents 
THE TRUTH OF HISTORY. 


Comments on the assertion by an evangelist that Colonel Ingersoll had becomea Christian. 
had rig that Thomas Paine recanted, and that his own children had joined the church 
aper, 3 cents. 


INGERSOLL’S ADDRESS BEFORE THE NEW YORK UNITARIAN CLUB. 


. Che lecture is a grand one, and was received by the club with continuous applause from 
beginning to end, which speaks weil for the Unitarians. The pamphlet contains 12 pages, 
beautifully printed. Price, 6 cents; ten copies, 50 cents. 


MEMORIAL ORATION ON ROSCO CONKLING. 
Delivered before the New York legislature May 9, 1888. Price, 75 cents. 
GOD IN THE JONSTITUTION. 


One of the best papers Colonel Ingersoll ever wrote. In paper. cover with likeness of 
author. Price, 10 cents. Twelve copies for $1. 


INGERSOLL’S GREAT ADDRESS ON THOMAS PAINE, 


At the Paine celebration in New York city in 1892. Price, 6 cents; ten copies for 50 cents. 


IN GERSOLL'S ae CT URES IN ONE FOLUME.. 
N JONT 3.—Thęe Gods; Humboldt; Individuality; Thomas Paine: Heretics and Here- 
„3 sies; The Ghosts; The Liberty of Man, Woman, and Child; The Centennial Oration, or Decla- 
7 ratiou of ladependence, July 4, 1876; What I Know About Farming in Illinois: Speech at Cin- 
cinnati in 1876, nominating James G. Blaine for the Presidency; The Past Rises Before Me, 
or, Vision of War, an extract from a Speech made at the Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Reunion 
at Indianapolis. Ind., Sept. 21, 1876; A Tribute to Ebon C, Ingersoll; The Grant Banquet; 
Crimes Against Criminals; Tribute to the Rev. Alexander Clarke; Some Mistakes of Moses: 
What Mu-t Wo Do to be Saved? Six Interviews with Robert G. Ingersoll on Six Sermons by 
the Rev. T. Do Witt Talmage, D D.; to which is added a Talmagian Catechism, and Foy” 
Prefaces, which contain some of Mr. In ersoll’s wittiest and brightest sayings. 
This volume has the greatest popularity, is beautifully bound in half calf or half moroce’ 
mottled edges, 1,357 pages, good paper, large type, post 8vo. Price, postpaid, #5. 
LIBERTY IN LITERATURE. v 


Testimonial to Walt Whitman. “Let us put wreaths on the brows of the living.” A: 
dress delivered in Philadelphia, Oct. 21, 1890, with portrait of site oe Containing: aa 
COLONEL INGERSOLL’S ADDRESS AT THE FUNERAL OF WALT WHIT: 
MAN, at Harleigh, Camden, N. J., March 30, 1892, Paper, 25 cents; cloth, 60 cents. 


PROSE-POEMS AND SELECTIONS. 


Fifth edition, enlarged and revised. A handsome quarto. containing 323 pages. This i 
„ beyond question, the cheapest and most elegant volume in Liberal literature. ‘ts mechanical 
3B finish is worthy of its intrinsic excellence. No expense has been spared to make it the thing 9” 
beauty itis. The type is large and clear, the pa per heavy, highly calendered, and richly tintet 
the presswork faultiess, and the binding as perfect as the best materials and skill can make i 
to the contents, it is enough to pay that they include all of the choicest utterances © 
the greatest writer on the topics treated that has ever lived. 
Those who have not the good fortune to own all of Mr. Ingersoll’s published works, wil 
have in this book of selections many bright samples of his lofty thought, his matchless elo- 
uence, his wonderful imagery, and his epigrammatic and poeticpower. ‘Ihe: ollection in. 
cludes all of the ‘* Tributes ” that have become famous in literature—notably those to his brocher 
E, C. Ingersoll, Lincoln, Grant, Beecher, Conkling, Courtlandt M. Palmer, Mary Fiske, Elizur 
Wright: his peerless monographs on “'The Vision of War,” Love, Liberty, Art and Morality 
Science, Nature, The Imagination, Decoration Day Oration, What is Poetry, Music of Wagner, 
Origin and Destiny, “ Leaves of Grass.” and on the great heroes of intelectual Liberty. Be- 
sides these arc innumerable gems taken hereand there from the orations, speeches, ar. uments 
toasts, lectures, letters, interviews, and day by day conversations of the author. i ' 
he Look is designed for, and will be accepted by, admiring friends as a rare persona] 
souvenir. To helpit serve this pur, ose, a fine steel portrait, with autograph fac-simile, has 
peen prepared especially for it. In the more elegant styles of binding it is eminent.y suited 
for presentation purposes, for any seascn or occasion. ` : 
Pd hag paes cory be veler poards, gili edges ade 305 inhalf org gilt cdges, $5; in half 
calf, mottled edges, library style, $4.50; in fu urkey morocco, gilt, exquisitely fine, $7.50: 
in full tree calf, highest possible finish, $9. x EE ely Ane CY 


~ Any of the above sent to any address, by express, prepaid, or mail, post free, 
on receipt of price. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette PL, New York 


‘Liberal and Bthical Societies, 


Constitution of the United States; Taxation; 
Tariff tor Protection; War; Punishment; Mar- 
riage; Religion; Prohibition; Money; What a 
Government Should Be. E 
Those who know Col. Kelso’s keen analytical 
power, as shown in his “Bible Analyzed” and 
“ Deity Analyzed,” will realize that in * Govern- 
ment Analyzed” they will hay the bedrock of 
human authority_exposed, and will learn what 
government is. Whether they will agree with 
his statement of what government is depends 
upon whether they lean to Socialistic or Anarch- 
istic philosophy. But at ail events everyone can 
learn something from this book. ; 
Price, $1.50. Sold by THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette place. New York City. 


NATHANIEL VAUGHAN: 


Priest and Man. 
A NOVEL. 
By FREDERIKA MACDONALD, 

Author of the “Iliad of the East,” etc., etc. 
An independent and respectable study of char+ 
acter in the law of circumstance such as eyer. 
George Eliot might not have been ashamed to 
own às her first novel. . . . A more vigorous: 
»resentment of the mischievous nature of modern: 


hristianity,in its most honest and consistent: 
form, need not be desired._[ Westminster Review.. 


i vol., extra cloth, beveled, 12mo, 400 pp., $1.00. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


THE CASE AGAINST THE CHURCH. 
A SUMMARY OF 
ARGUMENTS AGAINST CHRISTIANITY. 


Prina, cliath., KA nanta. 


BOOKS 


SALADIN 


(W. STEWART ROSS), 


Falseness 
of that Re- 
ligion and 
the object 
of 


cents? 
2loth, $7. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY. 


COSMIAN HYMN-BOOK. 


A COLLECTION OF 


ORIGINAL AND SELECTED HYMNS 


FOR 


Pere 


for Schools and 
the Home. 
—With Music Written to All the Songs.— 


COMPILED BY L. K. WASHBURN. 
Price, $1.50, For sale at TATS OPRTOR, 


| Editor of the 


ZBONDON AGNOSTIC JOURNAL 


GOD AND HIS BOOK: 


this book Colonel Ingersoll wrote tothe anthor: ‘‘ You have earned the 
thanka of ai who saly inta Tt is a work of vast as eer ot pound roman itin ie ot 
humor, of sledgehammer vehemence, of scathing satire, of pathos and elo ` one o 
the heaviest iconoclastic broadsides ever fired at the Jewish God and the Bible. 


Cloth, gold letters, $1.25. | 
WOMAN: HER GLORY, HER SHAME, AND HER GOD.: 


The Rev. Archdeacon Farrar said that “ Christianity elevated the woman; it shrouded 
as with a aio Stewed innocence the tender years of the child.” The object of Saladin’s work 
is to show the archdeacon his error,and he has succeeded. An English writer said of it: 
“ This certainly is one of the most marvelous books, ever issued from the press. The authori- 
ties cited are unquestionable, and the result is convincing. 

In two volumes, cloth, gilt-lettered, $2.50. F 


DID JESUS RISE FROM THE DEAD? 


The evidence for the resurrection is in this book carefully considered, and found want- 
ing. It ou ht to conyince every Christian of the untrutbfulness of this alleged miracle, for 
it is certainly one of the best essays ever written on the subject. 

In paper, 25 cents. 


CHRISTIANITY AND THE SLAVE TRADE. 


A condensation of the known facts upon this subject, proving that Christianity did not 
abolish but aided this infamous trafic in human beings. To. which are added such comments 
as only Saladin can make. In paper, 30 cents. 


THE TRANSITION. 


A consideration of the antagonism of the Bible and science, and of the qnestion whether 
the veiled or allegorical portions of the Christian Bible can be interpreted by modern science. 
In paper, 20 cents. ` 4 


ROSES AND RUE. r 


Being Random Notes and Sketches. Fome of its subjects are: A Last Interview with a 
Man of Genius; An Essay on Stirpiculture; Asceticism an Superstition; Capital Punishment; 
Poverty; Godin the Constitution; Bruno; Gods; Witchcraft, etc. This may be called Sala- 
din’s own book, for it is poetry in prose, and is one of the books that lovers of strong literature 
like to read again aad again. ‘In cloth, gold- and silver-lettered, $1.50. 


LAYS OF ROMANCE. 


This book reminds one of Sir Walter Scott, being romantic, historio verse, aglow in every 


page with the energy of a true and high poetic genius. 
Cloth, gold-lettered, 75 cents. 


ISAURE and OTHER POEMS. 


The title poem is a story of intense passion, touchingly told. The other twenty poems 
are fresh, fragrant, thoughtful, and every verse reveals the thinker, observer, and reformer. 
Every page glows with passion and throbs with life. 

Cloth, gold-lettered, 75 cents. 


A FEARFUL FLOGGING. - 


By one who endured it. Based upon a manuscript in the possession of Saladin 
n paper, 10 cents. 


THE AGONIES OF HANGING. 


Studics in Psychology., By one who-'was cut down from the gallows. Printed from mant- 
script in the hands of Saladin. In paper, 10 cents. 


WHIRLWIND SOWN and REAPED. 


A short story of clerical crime and villainy founded on fact. Of this book the Open Court 
said: * This novel will command the same, or more, interest than Helen Gardener's story, ‘Is 


This Your Son, My Lord?’” In paper, 25 cents. 


THE CONFESSIONAL. 


i -xposure of that infamous religious rite. Contents: Licentiousness of the Pre- 
Fror Chawen® Cooler? of the Confessional: The Priest in Absolution; Confessions of 
the Escaped Nun; Extracts from Dens and Lignori; Examination of the Church’s Claim to 
have Fostered Learning; Her Atte» pts at Continency even more Ruinous than Her Self- 


Indulgence; The Relative Criminal Statistics of Catholicism and Protestantism. 


paper, 25 cents. ð 
i Forailofthene worka address : __ THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York. _j 
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GEMS OF FREETHOUGHT. 


The Myth of the Great Deluge. By 
James M..McCann. 15 cents. Ten copies, $1. It 
is the most complete and overwhelming refuta- 
tion of the Bible Story of the Deluge that [have 
ever read.-B. F. Underwood, To read iz is to 
be astonished at the possibilities of religious 
credulity.—T. B. Wakeman. Mr. McCann's dy- 
‘namite bomb has blown the fallacy to atoms.— 
A. B. Bradford. It Suepete meet with a very 
large sale.—C. P. Farrell. 


The Evolution of the Devil. By Henr 
Frank, the independent pecher of New Yor. 
city. The most learned, accurate, scientific, 
and philosophical analysis of his satanic maj- 
esty ever published. The book contains 66 
pages, is beautifully bound, with likeness of 
author on title-page. Price, 25 cents; five 
copies for $1. 

Ingersoll’s Address before the New York 
Unitarian Club. The first time in the 
history of the world that a Christian associa- 
tion ever invited a noted Infidel to lecture 
before them. The lecture isa grand one, and 
was received by the club with continuous ap- 
plause from beginning to end. The pam- 

hlet contains 12 pages, beautifully printed. 

Price, 6 cents; ten copies, 50 cents. 


Memorial Oration by Colonel Ingersoll 
on Roscoe Conkling. Delivered before 
the New York legislature May 9, 1888. Price, 4 
cents. x : 

Dwight L. Moody. Aninterview by Susan 
H. Kion. Price, 5 cents. Ten copies for 30 
cents. 

God in the Constitution. By Robert G. 
Ingersoll. One of the best papers Colonel In- 
gersoll ever wrote. In paper cover with likeness 
of author. Price, 10 cents. Twelve copies for $1. 

What Would Follow the Effacement of 
Christianity? By George Jacob Holy- 
oake. This isa most valuable contribution to 


thought literature. Bound in paper with 
Froethousht of author. Price, 10cents. Twelve 


copies for $1. 

Life and Career of Charles Bradlaugh. 
By George Jacob Holyoake. With good likeness 
of Mr. Bradlaugh. Price, 15 cents. Ten copies 
for $1. 

What Constitutes a Freethinker. By H. 
L. Green, editor of the Freethinker’s Magazine. 
A good missionary document. Price, 15 cents 
per dozen. : 


Ingersoll’s Great Address on Thomas 
Paine, at the late Paine celebration in 
New York city. Price, 6 cents; ten copies for 
50 cents. y 

Standing Up for Jesus; or what the ed- 


i the Mreethinkers’ Magazine thinks of 
itor ofthe, 4 cents; twenty-five copies for 


bo cents. | saress THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


28 Lafayette place, New York. 


Roaring Lion on the Track. 


By M. BABCOCK. 
. 10 cents. 


The Agnostic Annua 


—FOR— 


T 1 8 93- 


Edited by OHARLES A. WATTS. 


CONTENTS: 

The Moral Sanction, Leslie Stephen; Reverent 
Agnosticism, Amos Waters; The Iother Nature: 
A Poom, Gerald Massey; Dogmatism in Theol- 
ogy, Alfred Momerie; Sermons on the Mount 
Samuel Laing; The City of the Dead, W. Stewart 
Ross (Saladin); On the Duty of Honesty, in Our 
Convictions, O. È. Piumptre; Scientific Religion, 

. Bitholl; The Blight of Superstition, Charles 
Watts; Anthropology and Orthodoxy, Edward 
Olodd; The Disappearance of the Nether World, 
F. J. Gould; Religious, Ideas: Their Origin and 
Development, Frederick Millar; Signals with 
Mars: A Poem, G. H. Martin; Materialism and 
Idealism Harmonized, Lucian Armstrong. 

Price, % cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SNEEKER. 


Colonel Kelso’s Works. 


+ 


The Bible Analyzed. Cloth, octavo, 83: 
pages, $3. 
Deity Analyzed. Cloth, 12mo, $1.00. 


The Real Blasphemers. Paper, 12nx 
188 pages, 50c. 
Spiritualism Snstained,  Oloth, 18xx.. 
245 pages, $1. 


Wniverse Acalwerd. 2&1 


Essay on Miracles. 


' By DAVID HUME, 
Prios, e =s s >» tahod 


.| of Steinkerque. 


Gems of Ghought. 


To aim at the liberty of a fellow-creature 
appears to me a crime against humanity; 
it is the sin against nature.— Voltaire. 


Darwin notes another cause of the 
variation of species, which he calls Sexual 
Selection. The male animals battle for 
the possession of the females. The 
strongest wins, and transmits his pe- 
culiarities to his descendants. In many 
cases the female selects the male possess- 
ing the most perfect form, the most 
pleasing voice, or the most attractiv col- 
ors, and these advantages are perpetuated 
in their offspring. An improvement in 
the song and beauty of male birds arises 
from this selection. In savage races the 
females select the strongest men, best 
qualified to be defenders; but in civilized 
races the choice is more influenced by in- 
tellectual and moral qualities, and in each 
case the race shows an increasing varia- 
tion in the direction of these selections.— 
Robt. C. Adams. 


Ir ever Christian views could become 
general and practical, so that life and 
thought should be ruled by them, then 
man would cease to strive after earthly 
improvement and perfection and would 
subside into a vassiv faith, turning up his 
eyes like a dying duck in a thunderstorm. 
“For,” as Ludwig Feuerbach tersely and 
cogently remarks, ‘“‘if we are born for 
heaven, we are lost for earth.” When 
man has onee got used to regard himself 
as a poor, miserable sinner, who can only 
escape eternal damnation by unceas- 
ing genuflexions and undignified self- 
abasement, it is obvious that there is an 
end not only of human dignity and human 
pride, but also of human energy and 
vigor. Ifwe allow supernatural wisdom 
and power to lord it over usand to provide 
for us, then an existence worthy of the 
true end of humanity becomes au impos- 
sibility. ‘‘The malicious devil,” says 
Luther, ‘‘the enemy of God and Christ, 
endeavors to allure us to think and care 
for ourselvs, so that we may presume to 
usurp God’s office, which is to care for us 
and be our Qod. ”— Büchner, 


_VouTarre’s favorit scheme was still the 
history of the reign of Louis XIV., which 
he meant to write on a system unat- 
tempted yet in prose or verse; that of 
dwelling upon things of real and lasting 
importance, and passing as lightly as pos- 
sible over wars, quarrels, controversies, 
and conquests. Here he is the faithful 
servant of truth. To Thieriot, as to many 
others, he writes thus on the plan and 
spirit of this long-projected work: 
‘When I asked you for anecdotes upon the 
age of Louis XIV., it was less upon the 
king himself than the arts that flourished 
in his reign. I should prefer details re- 
lating to Racine-and Boileau, to Quinault, 
Sully, Molière, Lebrun, Bossuet, Poussin, 
Descartes, and others, than to the battle 
Nothing but a name re- 
mains of those who commanded battalions 
and fleets; nothing results to the human 
race from a hundred battles gained; but 
the great men of whom I hav spoken pre- 
pared pure and durable delights for gener- 
ations unborn. A canal that connects two 
seas, a picture by Poussin, a beantiful 
tragedy, a discovered truth, are things a 
thousand times more precious than all the 
annals of the court, than all the narrativs 
of war. You know that with me great 
men rank first; heroes last.”—Parton. 


Tue doctrin of evolution teaches that 
the changes which take place in the uni- 
verse both of mind and matter follow an 
orderly sequence, and that each preceding 
stage potentially contains the succeeding 
one—that every succeeding change can 
only be explained and understood through 
a comprehension of a preceding one. It 
incites us, therefore, to a study of cause 
and effect, and encourages us to believe in 
the possibility of a rational interpretation 
of Nature. Strictly speaking, evolution 
is nothing more than a generalization of 
the idea of cause. Every man within 
certain limits is an evolutionist, and we 
hav little hesitation in saying that the 
limits within which each man is an evolu- 
tionist are the real limits of his intelli- 
gence.' When he ceases to be an evolu- 
tionist he resigns all attempts to compre- 
hend, and merely records his acceptance 
of unexplained facts. In the sphere of 
human history the principle of evolution 
seems to be fully recognized. The his- 
torian who would fold his hands and turn 
up his eyes before any given event, and 
say that it was utterly incomprehensible, 
having no relation, save the abstract one 
of time, to previous subsequent events, 
would be scorned by every intelligent 
reader. We look to the historian to attack 
such problems with a view to bringing 
them under the operation of some law of 
historical development; in other words, 
we believe fully in evolution as applied to 
the social and political history of mankind. 


—Professor Youmans settee 
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tific knowledge and ability. And this 1s a part of 


| his conclusion regarding the great subject of 
! Design, to which the church so often refers: 

“Thus whether we look to the facts of adapta- 
tion or to those of beauty, everywhere through- 
out organic nature we meet with abundant 
evidence of natural causation, while nowhere do 
we meet with any independent evidence of 
supernatural design. | .. . Adaptation and 
beauty are alike receiving their explanation at 
the hands of a purely mechanical philosophy. . . . 
All nature has thus been transformed before the 
view of the present generation in a manner and 
to an extent that has never before been possible; 
and inasmuch as the change which las taken 
place has taken place in the direction of natural- 
ism, and this to the extent of rendering the 
mechanical interpretation of nature universal, it 
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What Some Great Men Hay Thought on the 
Existence of a God. 


In Tue TrRura Seeker bearing date of the 26th 
of last November, we conjectured that the pro- 
pensity of Mr. B. R. Anderson to see a designer in 
the workings of life and mind, arose from an in- 
sufficient acquaintance with the degree to which 
those workings hav recently been discovered to de- 
pend on natural law, in place of supernatural 
determination. We said: 

Life and mind hav originated from the operation of 
the simple elementary forces of the universe. ‘‘ We 
recommend you to look up the late progress made in 
bringing them under natural law, and you will find a call 
for a designer no longer. Darwin, Spencer, Haeckel, 
Bain, Mi'l, and Büchner will meet the purpose.” 

In our columns of January 7th our friend re- 
plied : 

“ My embarrassment is to understand how a still closer 
acquaintance with these philosophers would at all aid me 
in rising to the Atheistic plane when these. men themselvs 
never (with all their wisdom and knowledge) arose to this 
plane. I do not think you can find any positiv evidence 
that any one of them is an Atheist.” 

By a very pardonable oversight, Mr. Anderson 
has here confounded the two distinct things of 
finding a call for a designer no longer, and 
_ Atheism. 

One may recognize the fallaciousness of the 
argument from design, and still believe in a God, 
grounding his belief on other considerations, such 
as revelation, intuition, or various. metaphysical 
notions. Or, still again, he may discredit design 
and all these other evidences for a God, and yet think 
that while there is no evidence that there is one there 
is no conclusiv evidence that there is noć, and so 
remain what is called an Agnostic, pronouncing 
neither for nor against. Thus it was not necessary 
that these men should be Atheists. It was re- 
quired only that they should not find a call for 
a designer. This requirement is fulfilled; these 
men do not find a cull for a designer; not one of 
them entertains the argument from design; thus 
our statement was proper. 

Our reason for supposing that Mr. Anderson would 
after reading these authors become a discrediter of 
design was, that out of every hundred of intellect- 
ual men who read them ninety-nine become such, 
hence the chances were ninety-nine to one that 
this gentleman would; thus our inference was 
proper. 


While it is thus seen that it is not necessary 
that the men named should be Atheists or Agnostics, 
the fact nevertheless is, very pleasingly, that each 
of them és an Atheist or an Agnostic. None of them 
affirms the existence of a God. 

Buchner (Force and Matter) pronounces the idea 
of God “nonsense.” He goes on to say that 
“the Pantheistic or universal God is not one 
hairsbreadth better than the personal God of the 
Theist.” For his Atheistic declarations Büchner 
was removed from his professorship at Tübingen, 
and has since practiced medicin in his nativ town 
of Darmstadt. 

Haeckel denies a personal God with equal flat- 
ness. He ridicules the idea of one unmercifully, 
and declares the notion of an immortal soul equally 
incompatible with the doctrin of evolution. 

Bain’s anti-orthodox utterances were such that 
on his accession to the chair of logic in the 


University of Aberdeen, the religious folk 
throughout the country were greatly en- 
raged, and many of the students made dis- 


orders that were with difficulty quelled. The 
whole tendency of his works is against all forms of 
supernaturalism, or Theism. Referring to Evolu- 
tion he says: “Properly speaking there is no rival 
hypothesis. The Special-Creation view is a phrase 
that merely expresses our ignorance” (Logic). His 
expressions of disbelief in Theism often take the 
form of a contemptuous ignoring of if in cases 
where failure to notice is equivalent to de- 
nial. In the following passage we find him 
oblivious of the possibility of life-forms be- 
ing adapted by any cause except evolution: 
“The propositions or laws of Structure, affirm 
coexistence, as order in place, between the different 
parts of living bodies. Human Anatomy is a vast 
congeries of such propositions. How far the 
coexistences are ultimately dependent on Causation, 
rests with the theory of Evolution. In the mean 
time, they are to be regarded mainly as Coexistence 
without Causation” (Ib.). In like manner he again 
remarks: “There are numerous and striking coexist- 
ences between Structure and External circum- 
stances, the so-called Adaptations of one to the 
other; but in these there is a great presumption of 
cause and effect; they furnish the best support to 
the doctrin of Evolution.” Any more direct denial 
of the existence of a God than these, we hav not 
met in his chief works. He feared, as do so many 
college instructors, the anger of the pious, and 
cloaked his radical printed utterances in those ways 
familiar to the knowing. We do not doubt, how- 
ever, that there hav been preserved from his con- 
versations with his friends some thoroughgoing 
Atheistic utterances ; and perhaps one of our 
English readers will send us some. At present, 
our friend Mr. Anderson may if he likes except 
Bain from the number above affirmed to be either 
Atheists or Agnostics. 

Spencer devotes some pages in each of his books 
to assailing the idea of a personal God. “In one 
case after another,” he writes in his “Biology,” “is 
abandoned that interpretation which ascribes phe- 
nomena to a will analogous to the human will, 
working by methods analogous to human methods.” 
The Unknowable which ho affirms has nothing to 
do with a God. Asto the hand of a deity being 
concerned in the development of life, he says: 
« All organic beings hav gradually arisen through 
the action of natural causes” (Biology). 

John Stuart Mill expresses his views on the 
subject in “Three Essays on Religion.” He finds 
valueless the arguments for the existence of a God 
from the general consent of mankind, from con- 
sciousness, and from revelation. The only evidence 


for one that he can discover is that of design, and 
this he esteems but slight. And, what is partic- 
ularly to be marked, he grants legitimacy to this 
evidence of design only in case that Evolution be 
not allowed. If Evolution be once established, he 
thinks, the evidence of design, previously slight, 
vanishes altogether. Now, he wrote these views 
many years ago, when Evolution was not out of its 
cradle ; so of course if he were living now when 
that doctrin has expanded to imperial and unassail- 
able proportions, he would discard design utterly 
and be a thorough Agnostic. His language will 
prove interesting. After going over the usual 
formula of the design advocates he says: +I re- 
gret to say, however, that the latter half of the 
argument,” viz., that an intelligent designer is in- 
ferrible, “is not so inexpugnable as the former 
half,” viz., that there is adaptedness. «Creativ 
forethought is not absolutely the only link by 
which the origin of the wonderful mechanism of the 
eye may be connected with the fact of sight. There 
is another connecting link on which attention has 
been greatly fixed by recent speculations, and the 
reality of which cannot be called in question, 
though its adequacy to account for such truly 
admirable combinations as some of those in Nature, 
is still and will probably long remain problematical. 
This is the principle of the survival of the fittest. 
This principle does not pretend to account for the 
commencement of sensation or of animal or vege- 
table life. But assuming the existence of some 
one or more very low forms of organic life, in 
which there are no complex adaptations nor any 
marked appearances of contrivance, and supposing, 
as experience warrants us in doing, that many 
small variations from those simple types would be 
thrown out in all directions, which would be trans- 
missible by inheritance, and of which some would 
be advantageous to the creature in its struggle for 
existence and the others disadvantageous, the 
forms which are advantageous would always 
tend to survive and those which are disadvantageous 
to perish. And thus there would be a constant 
though slow general improvement of the type as it 
branched out into many different varieties, adapt- 
ing it to different media and modes of existence, 
until it might possibly, in countless ages, attain to 
the most advanced examples which now exist. 
It must be acknowledged that there is something 
very startling ahd prima facie improbable in this 
hypothetical history of Nature. It would require 
us, for example, to suppose that the primeval 
animal of whatever nature it may hav been, could 
not see, and had at most such slight preparation for 
seeing as might be constituted by some chemical 
action of light upon its cellular structure. One of 
the accidental variations which are liable to take 
place in all organic beings would at some time or 
other produce a variety that could see, in some im- 
perfect manner, and this peculiarity being trans- 
mitted by inheritance, while other variations con- 
tinued to take place in other directions, a number 
of races would be produced who, by the power of 
even imperfect sight, would hav a great advantage 
over all other creatures which could not see and 
would in time extirpate them from all places, 
except, perhaps, a few very peculiar situations 
underground. Fresh variations supervening would 
giv rise to races with better and better seeing 
powers until we might at last reach as extra- 
ordinary a combination of structures and functions 
as are seen in the eye of man and of the more im- 
portant animals. Of this theory when pushed to 
this extreme point, all that can now be said.is 
that it is not so absurd as it looks, and that the 
analogies which hav been discovered in experience, 
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favorable to its possibility, far exceed what anyone 
Whether it will 
ever be possible to say more than this, is at 
Fortunately, it has become 
possible “to say more than this.” Mr. Mill con- 
tinues, “ Leaving this remarkable speculation to 
whatever fate the progress of discovery may hav 
. in store for it,” the “present state of our knowl- 
edge” affords us “no more than a probability in 
Our evidence is 
So, he con- 
cludes, “the whole domain of the supernatural is 
thus removed from the region of Belief into that 


could hav supposed beforehand. 


present uncertain.” 


favor of creation by intelligence.” 
“altogether insufficient for proof.” 


of simple Hope.” 
As to the views of Darwin the great and good, 


our correspondent will find an interesting pres- 


entation of them on another page of this paper. 

This concludes our answer to the points thus 
far presented by our Theistic friend. We presume 
that we hav frequently misinterpreted his expres- 
sions, and stated, as perhaps his, Theistic positions 
which he does not hold. However, some do hold 
them, and so our warfare upon those positions will 
be of use in certain directions. And misconception 
of his tenets was unavoidable from the modest 
briefness of his expression. We, and, we doubt 
not, our readers, will be pleased to hear from him 
at greater length—not for the purpose of contro- 
verting him, but that we may examin his ideas 
in our search of truth. We will venture to insinu- 
ate that in the matter of equality of exchange he is 
hardly treating us fairly. Itis but just that who- 
soever sends forth a certain amount of ideas shall re- 
ceive back an equal quantity. Then, too, if Mr. An- 
derson will but drop the idea of a personal God, and 
discard that harmful term “God” itself—if he 
will, as in his latest letter he seems disposed to, 
content himself merely with the notion that all 
matter possesses intelligence, we shall moderate 
our language toward him not a little. Both the 
inventor Edison and the scientist Haeckel we find 
lately expressing the belief that all matter is living 
and conscious. We, it is true, do not believe this, 
but we esteem investigation in such directions 
rational and legitimate, quite different from the 
meaningless endeavors of supernaturalism. 

That it may not be said that we hav left any 
means untried to convert inquirers on Design to 
the doctrin of the true church, we will conclude 
with a story. One day some mice said to one 
another, “How charming is this world! What an 
empire is ours! This palace so superb was built for 
us; for all eternity God made for us these doors 
and galleries. Do you see those fat hams under 
yonder ceiling? They were created there for us by 
Nature’s hands; those mountains of meat, eternal 
aliment, will be ours to the end of time. Yes, we 
are, great God, if our sages tell us the truth, the 
end, the aim, the masterpiece, of all thy works. 
Cats are dangerous and prompt to devour, but it is 
to instruct and correct us.” 


ee ance 
Catholics Grasping at New Jersey’s Schools. 

On the 6th thirty of the Roman Catholic priests 
of New Jersey assembled at the capital of that state 
and had presented in the legislature a bill allotting 
state school funds to religious schools, at the rate 
of $10 a pupil. They were headed by Rev. Father 
Connelly, of Perth Amboy, and Rev. Father 
Sheppard, of Passaic. The true nature of the bill 
was.cloaked under innocent wordings, and profes- 
sions that the schools would not teach sectarianism. 
“ We Catholics,” said Father Corrigan, “ are willing 
to go a long way toward meeting the state on this 
educational question. We want the state to 
cooperate with us in carrying out the Liberal views 
of Pope Leo XIII., as expressed through Monsignor 
Satolli, the apostolic delegate. In fact it may be 
said that we go nine-tenths of the way to meet the 
state.” Their first effort was to induce a member 
identified with the Protestant church, or at least 
one not identified with the Catholic church, to pre- 
sent the bill. Unable to accomplish this, they 
finally placed the bill in the hands of Mr. Coyle, 
of Hudson, and he sent it to the clerk’s desk. Op- 
ponents declared it unconstitutional, and it was 
sent to the state attorney-general for an opinion on 
its constitutionality. This official reported: 


of the constitution.” 


at some future time. 


popular agitations, in the direction of this end. 


his congregation of two thousand five hundred 
people that the matter was not ended, but from 


they would be in a position to demand justice. 
He severely scored United States Senator Smith, 
who had assailed the bill. Father Corrigan ex- 
plained the bill’s provisions and denied it was uu- 
constitutional, as had been alleged. Anybody 
could receive the same privilege if they complied 
with the law, hesaid. Religious exercises would not 
be used in any way in the contemplated schools 
during regular school hours. Catholicism would 
be taught in the afternoon after school hours. He 
continued: 

“ Every school board conducting a school nowadays 
is a corporation. The vital objection to our bill was not 
on constitutional grounds, but simply because we were not 
Protestants. : 

“ Rutgers College, a private corporation, asked for 
$5,000. They were not answered, ‘Not constitutional.’ 
The legislature said, ‘Constitutional or not, we will giv 
them the money,’ and gave it. The college then asked 
for $25,000 more. Mind you, this is a private corpora- 
tion allowed $5,000, and were it not for the excitement 
our bill created it would hav got $25,000 more. 

‘We could hav had the bill passed if we were Prot- 
estants, but we are Catholics. 

‘“‘ But let me say again, this bill is not a Catholic 
measure. Any denomination may avail itself of it.” 

Demands like this one in New Jersey are contin- 
ually heard in every state. At any moment some 
state may, in an exigency of politics, giv itself over 
to these requirements. And one precedent would 
tend to occasion many imitators. Grave evils 
threaten. Would that Freethought were being 
more activly diffused. 


A Plain-speaker Released. 


Moses Harman, of Topeka, Kan., has been re- 
leased from his second term of imprisonment. 
Both his first and his second term—we will 
say to our new readers, and to such of our old ones 
as may hav forgotten—were imposed on him for 
printing denunciations of certain sexual abuses in 
plain terms, calling a spade a spade. His motivs 
were pure and good. Opinions differ on the ad- 
visability of his method. The animus of his prose- 
cutors was hatred of his Infidelity, and a general 
hostility to radical speech. 

Three years ago next month Mr. Harman was 
sentenced by Judge Foster, of the United States 
district court for Kansas, to five years’ imprison- 
ment in the state prison, and to pay a fine of $300. 


This sentence was based upon one only of the four 


counts upon which he had been found guilty by the 
trial jury, the remaining three being held in re- 
serve. 


circuit court (Judge Caldwell) and in proceedings in 


error before him, the judgment rendered by Foster 
was reversed, upon the ground that the judgment 
omitted to provide for imprisonment “at hard 


labor.” 


While proceedings in error were pending, in this 
case, Mr. Harman was convicted by Judge Phillips 
in the ONeill letter case, and- sentenced to four 
months’ imprisonment on each of three counts, be- 
ing one year in all. From this judgment a writ 


of error was sued out before Circuit Judge Caldwell. 


He affirmed the judgment, and Mr. Harman was 
sentenced to the state prison in accordance with 
It was to avoid this judgment that 
the writ of habeas corpus was applied for, upon 
which proceeding the prisoner was released on 


the judgment. 


the 19th ult. 


‘t The constitution of the state provides that ‘ No dona- 
tion of land or appropriation of money shall be made by 
the state or avy municipal corporation to or for the use 
of any society, association, or corporation whatever.’ I 
am of the opinion that the act attempts to appropriate 
money to the use of a corporation within the prohibition 


The ecclesiastics accordingly withdrew the meas- 
ure. They had not, indeed, been sanguin of pass- 
ing it at once, but wished to feel their way to pre- 
senting a bill in such manner as to get it through 
They desired to awaken the 
sentiment of their following, and will memorialize 
the legislature from time to time, and conduct 


Father Corrigan, of Hoboken, said last Sunday to 


this time the priests would educate their people so } 


Lawyer Overmyer procured a writ of error from the 


The effect of this release is to end totally and 
discharge the judgment in the O’Neill case. He has 
yet to meet the case in the district court in which 
the five years’ sentence was set aside—that cause 
having been reversed with instructions to the dis- 
trict court to “proceed according to law.” As the 
reversal was upon the ground that the judgment, 
in its very terms, was unlawful, and as the court 
has once tried the case and once pronounced judg- 
ment, the question arises, what further step can 
the court take “according to law?” Overmyer is 
of opinion that the court has exhausted its juris- 
diction in the case, and that the accused must be 
discharged. 

The long delay in getting Mr. Harman released 
upon habeas corpus was because of the inaccessi- ` 
bility of the proper court. 

The ground of this release was purely technical. 
The court in no way touched the actual issues of 
principle involved. The judge found that the im- 
prisonment was “ without authority of law,” basing 
that judgment on the one given in a certain Baldwin 
case, in which there were imposed several terms of 
imprisonment for several counts, but as the order 
in which the term for any particular count was to 
be served was not specified, a pardon for any cer- 
tain count could not clearly be applied because 
while one side would claim that the term for that 
count was one that had perhaps been served the 
other side would claim that it was for one yet re- 
maining to be served. 

We shall print next week Mr. Harman’s version 
in detail of the matter, received too late for this 
issue. 


Last Chances of Having the Fair Open. 


An effort is being made to induce the national 
commission of the World’s Fair to open the gates 
on Sunday, on the ground that the recent action of 
Congress in voting $570,000 for premiums and 
awards, and directing that the amount be returned 
to the national treasurer, absolves the Fair from 
the provision closing the gates on the first day of 
the week. The national commission meets at Chi- 
cago next month and this question will be brought 
up. 

It is claimed that Congress has violated its con- 
tract with the Exposition management in regard to 
keeping the Fair open on Sundays, and many law- 
yers say that if the Fair should open on that day 
Congress can do nothing. The consent of the 
national commissioners must be obtained, however, 
and it is doubtful if this can be got. 

Then, again, an attempt will be made to get the 
United States Supreme Court to issue an injunc- 
tion against closing the Fair gates on Sundays. 
The suit will hav to be brought in the name of the 
state, and Attorney-General Moloney has given his 
consent. The grounds of complaint will be that the 
Fair is an Illinois corporation and that therefore 
Congress has no power to make the restriction. 

A Milwaukee workingman asks that he may 
work Sundays in order that he may be able to at- 
tend the World’s Fair on Mondays. The Indian- 
apolis Mews in reporting this adds: “A com- 
mentary on this from the Sunday-closing advocates 
would be read with great curiosity.” 


oe 
Some Handsome Premiums. 


To induce new subscriptions and prompt renew- 
als on the part of our friends we make the follow- 
ing handsome premium offers: 

For $5.00 we will send Taz Trurn SEEKER one 
year ($3.00) and “ Paine’s Great Works Complete ” 
(3.00). This edition of Paine’s works contains 9’ 
picture of Paine, of the statue proposed to be 
erected in Chicago, and of his monument in New 
Rochelle. 

For $5.00 we will send Taz Trura SEEKER one 
year ($3.00) and “The World’s Sages, Thinkers, 
and Reformers” ($3.00). By D. M. Bennett. 

For $4.50 we will send Tue Trura SEEKER one 
year ($3) and “The Freethinker’s Pictorial Text- 
Book” in cloth ($2.50). 

For $4 we will send Tax TRUTH SEEKER one year 
($3) and “ The Freethinker’s Pictorial Text-Book” 
in boards ($2). 
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For $4 we will send Tae TRUTH SEEKER one year 
($3) and a copy of “ Old Testament Stories Comic- 
ally Illustrated ” in cloth covers ($1.50). 

For $3.50 we will send Taz Trura SEEKER one 
year ($3) and “Old Testament Stories Comically 
Tlustrated” in board covers ($1). 

This is a splendid opportunity to obtain books 
` which every Liberal desires to hav at an exceed- 
ingly low price. Old and new subscribers can avail 
themselvs of it, and we shall be glad if our present 
readers will call the attention of their friends to 
the values offered. 


— 
The World’s Fair From a Freethinker’s Stand- 
point. l l 

In May we shall begin the publication of a series 

of letters which will be of great interest and 
beauty. Samuel P. Putnam will write them from 
Chicago, and they will be about the World’s great 
Fair, which opens in that lively and booming town 
on May Ist. Mr. Putnam’s description—as every- 
one who knows him knows—will not. be the com- 
monplace matter of the geniusless boiler-plate 
correspondent, but the impressions made upon a 
cosmopolitan poet by the aggregation of samples of 
the world’s progress in mechanics, art, literature, 
The letters will undoubtedly be big and 
broad, wide and deep—a picture and a panorama, 
a history of human advance from “that man in the 
dug-out” to the racial subjugation of the forces of 


knowledge. 


nature—so far as tnese forces are subdued. The 
. letters will be essentially a Freethinker’s view of 
the Fair, what it shows, and what it foreshadows, 
and we venture to say that among the hundreds of 
correspondents at the Fair, and the thousands of 
letters to be written by them, there will be none 
like the writer of the Freethought views and his 
descriptions. Readers of his “News and Notes” 
will agree with us in this estimate, we know. 

We shall be obliged to our friends if they will 
call the attention of their friends to this announce- 
ment and suggest to them that a six months’ 
subscription will insure them the receipt of these 
letters, which will alone be worth many times the 
cost of the paper. 


a n the Sunny South. 


News and Notes. 


While it was snowing and raining and pouring 
down upon the devoted head of President Cleve- 
land and a hundred thousand people were shivering 
in the gloomy air, I was in the sunny land of 
Florida, with brilliant skies above me, and flowers 
blooming upon every side and green grass adorning 
tne sparkling area. 

On Saturday, March 4th, I am in Jacksonville, 
the metropolis of Florida, which presents a busy 
and charming scene to the looker-on. The ma- 
jestic St. John’s river, five miles in width, stretches 
away, covered with the paraphernalia of commerce. 
The streets, the beautiful gardens, with ranks of 
mossy oaks on either side, the magnolia, the orange 
trees, the elegant hotels, giv an attractiv variety. 

-> Jacksonvilie has a population of twenty-five 
thousand. It has forty churches, I am sorry to 
say, and these are offset by ten fine school build- 
ings. There are iron and brass foundries, electric 
light works, ice factories, and many other industries 
in which over a million dollars are invested. There 
are two lines of ocean steamers, six of river steam- 
ers, besides railroads to the number of twenty, 
which make the city quite a center of trade and 
travel for this great semi-tropical country. Artesian 
wells flow nearly five million gallons of water every 
twenty-four hours. — 

There is a sturdy and progressiv Liberal ele- 
ment here, which is an index of the real civilization 
of the state. At the last session of the legislature 
an act was passed making Agnostics and Atheists 
competent witnesses. This places Florida far 
ahead of Massachusetts in the line of reform, for 
to-day in Massachusetts an Atheist is not a compe- 
tent witness. 

Wandering along Bay street after my arrival my 
eye falls upon the attractiv establishment of James 
Douglass. The name is familiar to me; for besides 


its Scotch and heroic significance, it is also in the 
columns of Tue Trur Sguxer. I step in, and the 
first thing to greet my vision is Tue Trova 
SEEKER fair and prominent with Heston's pictures 
in the midst of an alluring display of magazines, 
newspapers, and books representing the literature 
of the whole world. TIintroduce myself to Mr. 
Douglass, and find a warm welcome at once. I 
find also that I hav been among the missing—that 
a delegation in the early morning was at the sta- 
tion to reccive me, but having no other way of rec- 
ognizing me except the picture in Tae TRUTH 
SEEKER they failed to discover the original. It 
didn’t take long to make up for lost time, and I am 
soon acquainted with Captain Rhoads, Captain 
Garner, J. W. White, Captain Hardee, and others’ 
who are on the watch for the Secular Pilgrim, who 
having traveled from Maine to California, has at 
last found his fortunate way to the Italy of the 
New World. As California with its golden splendor 
is the new Greece, so here on this peninsula will 
spread a new Italy with the same soft skies and 
magnificent expanse. 

I giv two lectures at Jacksonville in the Knights 
of Honor hall. I hav fair audiences, Sunda 
afternoon and evening. Of course Freethought is 
still in its struggling days. . ‘he Jacksonville 
Liberal League was organized about two years ago. 
Only afew hav the courage to stand for its princi- 
ples, but these few are of the kind that will never 
surrender. : 

Capt. J. F. Rhoads, the librarian, has established 
a somewhat new method of advancing the popular 
mind—the “Free Reform Library.” He has 
a large number of books on all questions of 
reform—social, industrial, ete.—which he loans 
to anyone who desires to read them. The only 
condition is that the books shall be returned 
in good condition. The captain tells me 
that most of the books are returned—and in this 
way one book reaches a large number of readers, 
and many are induced to read reform literature 
who otherwise would not. Up to the present time 
Captain Rhoads has borne the expense of this work, 
but others are now joining him, and it looks as if 
it might be a permanent institution, and will break 
the way for radical Freethought. Captain Rhoads 
is a thorough Infidel and is not ashamed of the 
title. A large picture of Ingersoll hangs in his 
office, and copies of Tar Trora Srexer confront the 
orthodox visitor. It strikes me that this “Free 
Reform Library ” is just the thing. It is an enter- 
ing wedge, and the result must be not merely reform 
but uncompromising Infidelity. The captain is an 
enthusiast and has boundless faith in human nature 
and progress. 

I am quite interested and delighted with the 
work in Jacksonville and its outlook. It has an 
element of originality and pertinacity which 
promises large results some day. I hope this cen- 
ter of influence will remain and permeate the state 
with progressiv ideas. It was through this little 
body of Liberals here that the act in regard to 
Agnostic and Atheist witnesses was passed, and 
other reforms of a like nature are in contemplation. 
I am inclined to think that Florida will be one of 
the foremost Liberal states in the Union. 

Capt. C. E. Garner is an old New York acquaint- 
ance of nearly fifteen years ago in the New York 
Liberal Club. He has been in this country about 
fourteen years, and is one of the leading and influ- 
ential citizens of this section, and every inch of him 
is a Freethinker, and the preachers know it, and 
ride upon his boats just the same, and pay their 
fare. They rather like him in spite of his hetero- 
dox views. 

On Monday afternoon I journey on his boat 
to his home at Green Cove Springs, and for once 
I am ahead of the clergy for I am presented with a 
pass upon “the Independent line of steamers.” 
After all the pioneer does get into the “swim” 
occasionally and doesn’t hav to foot it. The 
voyage from Jacksonville to Green Cove Springs is 
simply magnificent. The river is five miles wide 
and its broad and level bosom in the afternoon and 
evening sun and glittering starlight and moonlight, 


with its wooded shores, the orange groves just. 


glinting amidst the ranks of live-oak, draped with 
gray effulgence of moss, is indeed a poetic and 
dream-like panorama. Iam simply enchanted as I 
sit in the pilot-house and watch the changing 
scenes. 

The beautiful home of Captain Garner is just 
now adorned with a tiny little baby, two weeks old, 
a little bit of a thing, tranquil as a summer's sky, 
and born to all the glories of Freethought. It is a 
fortunate stranger and will no doubt remain for 
many a year in this happy land. Itis proposed to 
call him Ingersoll Darwin. Wouldn’t that be a 
royal name? I am also introduced to Miss May 
Garner, eight years old, in whose honor a new boat 


is named, to flash over the limpid St. John. Al- 
though she goes to the Sunday-school, I guess she 
will never join the church, for the atmosphere of 
superstition will never darken her bright eyes. I 
hav the pleasure of making the acquaintance of 
Mrs. Garner and Judge Greer, her father, and my 
visit is made most enjoyable. Judge Greer, having 
been in this country quite a number of years, givs 
me a good deal of information about its resources. 
It is suited to general farming, stock-raising, etc. 
Oats and rye, corn, tobacco, sweet potatoes, water- 
melons, cabbage, peaches, plums, pine-apples, are 
mainly produced, although at present its great 
staple is the orange, and more attention is paid to 
this than any other product. Judge Greer tells of 
going into the country and coming across a some- 
what original specimen of the Florida frontiersman. 
He owned three hundred and twenty acres of land 
and didn’t want any more settlers to comein. In 
passing through Jacksonville on his way to his 
homestead, he bought a couple of oranges for his 
wife. She saved the seeds and planted them, and 
several noble orange*trees were the result. At the 
time of Judge Greer’s visit they were loaded with 
fruit. One was about thirty-seven feet in hight and . 
about two feet through. The judge inquired how 
many oranges there were on the tree. The man 
answered, “Five thousand.” Being a hardshell 
Baptist, of course he told the truth; but I must 
confess it seemed to me all a joke to say that one 
tree could produce in one season five thousand 
oranges. But Iam assured that it is actually so. 
It is stated on good authority that one tree in the 
state produced fifteen thousand oranges in one 
season. ‘This would make one hundred boxes, 
which at the usual price would giv from $100 to 
$150 profit. Captain Hardee took-the pains to 
count the oranges on one hundred trees in his 
brothez’s grove, and the average was three thousand 
oranges per tree. Of course these are exceptional 
cases, but it shows what the orange trees of Florida 
are capable of doing when of sufficient growth and 
with favorable circumstances. Some of the orange 
trees of Florida are one hundred years old and are 
still bearing. 


Green Cove is celebrated for its warm sulphur 
springs. The curativ powers of these waters are 
remarkable. Three thousand gallons of water, 
pure as crystal, gush forth every minute. A beau- 
tiful picture is presented as one looks into the 
depths of these springs, twenty feet deep and 
twenty feet wide. It looks like a huge bubbling 
diamond, and in the sunshine resplendent colors 
flash to and fro, as the clear fountain leaps from 
its cavernous source. I am tempted to remain 
here, for these waters hav a most invigorating 
effect. In fact I think that Green Cove, with its 
splendid sunshine; its crystal springs; its beautiful 
forests; its handsome parks; its shady walks; the 
vast river, sweeping in one direction eight miles 
away and in another twelve miles, so that twenty 
miles of its limpid splendor gleams upon the eye 
at once—I think that this is about as near toa 
glimpse of paradise as I expect to get in my 
Pilgrim’s journey. 

On Tuesday morning I leave Green Cove Springs 
and in the afternoon I arrive at Titusville, and here 
the Indian river opens upon my view. Captain 
Hardee meets me. He has arranged for lectures 
at Titusville, at Rockledge, Sebastian, Eden, ete. 
I expect to hiv a good time this coming week, and 
to roam over, by water and by land, one of the 
loveliest portions of this earth. Captain Hardee 
plunged into this country twenty-seven years ago, 
when it was a wilderness and he had to go sixty- 
five miles to the post-office and to buy flour and 
clothing, and has helped to make Indian river the 
garden of the world, where the steamer plows the 
sunny waters and the locomotiv sends its music 
abroad; where superb hotels are gay with fashion 
and wealth. I don’t think I can write any more 
this week. My space is already filled up and I hav 
much more to record. I lectured last night to a 
good audience at the court house. I lecture to- 
night at the Opera House and expect a largely 
increased attendance. On my return from Indian 
river I lecture at Green Cove Springs, at Jackson- 
ville again probably, and finish my Florida trip at 
Ocala Sunday, March 19th, and then I take a 
sudden and long plunge into the snows of Maine 
and the ice palaces of Canada. I hope the blizzards 
will be over by that time and that spring's ethereal 
mildness will temper the Northern clime; but for 
the next two weeks I will revel amidst the orange 
groves and the magnolias and shall be able to giv 
the Trurx Sesxer readers some more pictures of 
Freethought travel in this entrancing country, 
where sea and land blend in such marvelous beauty 
beneath the softest skies. Samuen P. Purnam. 

Titusville, Fla., March 8, 1893. 
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Seience and Progress. 


Backing a Crippled Horse. 


A dying faith cure crank in Chattanooga, Tenn., 
answered all the appeals of his friends by flourish- 
ing a copy of the New Testament, and finally ad- 
vised them to mind their own business, adding that 
he was “ perfectly willing to take the risk of erring 
with the Bible.” Consistency is a jewel, even in a 
sickroom, but it must be owned that the risk in- 
volved in the present case amounted to what turf- 
men call a “ fling-away stake.” 


Fruits of Experience. 

There is a story of a shrew who took a trip toa 
popular summer resort, and on the day of her ar- 
rival called her husband’s attention to the tameness 
of the birds in the hotel park: “Just look at that; 
why, they are coming right up to my feet; they 
don’t seem to be the least bit afraid.” “They 
don’t know you yet,” remarked the husband. -For 
similar reasons the Cariboo Indians of British 
Columbia treated the first missionaries with the 
most confiding hospitality, inviting them to their 
wigwams and leaving them in charge of their wives 
and youngsters when they went to the river for a 
mess of fish. hey know better now and instruct 
their squaws to make a rush for tall timber as soon 
as their scouts report the approach of a Christian. 

Hell Stock Declining. 

The Austrian engineer, Werner, has patented an 
invention that bids fair to abolish the martyrdom 
of steamboat stokers. His plan consists in pul- 
verizing a lot of bituminous coal and feeding it to 
the furnace through a pear-shaped “distributor ” 
that can be regulated by means of a lever, and 
saves the fireman the necessity of opening the 
hades of the furnace door. The very prototypes of 
hell are disappearing before the progress of 
science. 

A Champion of Common Sense. 

The Cticago Sabbath Association is preparing a 
circular to the “ representativ Christian divines of 
the United States,” inviting their views on the 
Sunday opening of the Columbian Fair, and pro- 
poses to publish their replies in a final “ Appeal to 
the Nation.” As a counter-manifesto our American 
Freethinkers ought to publish a pamphlet reprint 
of an article that appeared in Taz TRUTH SEEKER 
of February 4th, under the signature of Mr. Robert 
Swail, of Belvidere, Il. Brother Swail limits his 
letter to a column and a half, but within that little 
space manages to condense more logic, wit, force, 
and manful common sense than the C. S. A. folks 
are apt to get from a ream and a half of «Appeal ” 
sermons. 

The Bible Oath. 

Italy, at her present rate of advance, has a good 
chance to outstrip England and the United States 
in the progress of Rationalism. Signor L. E. 
Fiorelli, of Venice, has succeeded in getting several 
hundred signatures to a petition for abolishing the 
civil disabilities of Freethinkers and the necessity 
of clinching judicial evidence with a Bible oath. 
The duke of Otranto (Fouché) proposed a similar 
amendment ninety years ago, and it is a disgrace 
to the spirit of the nineteenth century that in many 
Protestant countries the testimony of an upright 
and intelligent witness is still apt to be invalidated 
by the failure to add a formula from the mythology 
of an ignorant, shiftless, priest-ridden and despot- 
ridden little back-seat nation of western Asia. 

A Historical Oversight. 

_ Billy Bombastes assures his conservativ subjects 
that he “ will always enforce respect to the doctrins 
of a religion without whose sanction sovereigns 
cannot rely on the loyalty of their advisers in the 
council chamber, nor on the devotion of their 
soldiers on the battlefield.” Can Billy hav forgotten 
the history of the Seven Years’ war, and the devo- 
tion of its heroes to the most heretical king of the 
eighteenth century ? 

Correcting Fortune. 

It must be admitted, however, that Frederick the 
Great was, in many respects, an exceptional heretic, 
since the church, as Voltaire remarks, has “ gener- 
ally had the good fortune to see her adversaries die 
early.” Julian the Apostate and the emperor 
Frederick Barbarossa perished in their prime, and 
the great Napoleon succumbed to a holy alliance of 
the knout and the cross. Kaiser Billy’s Free- 
thinking father carried the seeds of death in his 
breast, and in doubtful cases means were found for 
« correcting fortune,” to use a term of the French 
gambling clubs. Henry IV. was “removed” by the 
timely inspiration of an orthodox assassin, and 
Gambetta and Paul Bert, the champions of secular 
education, died under circumstances suggesting the 
conjecture that the education of their pious op- 
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ponents had acquainted them with the preparation 
of certain drugs, including “Rough on Rational- 
ists.” 

Nickel-in-the-Slot Angels. 

That there is nothing new under the sun is proved 
by the anticipation of the nickel-traps by the 
Scandinavian clergy of the fourteenth century. At 
many cross-roads of the lonely highlands, as well as 
near the fords of rapid rivers, they used to erect 
shrines with an iron box and a small aperture for 
the insertion of fractional currency. In answer to 
a moderate deposit anangel was supposed to emerge 
invisibly from the apparatus and escort true believers 
across the perilous ford. Those shrines were 
sometimes located at a considerable distance from 
‘the next human habitation, but such was the 
simplicity of the times that the deposits were rarely 
troubled, though the church derived a goodly share 
of its toll from freebooters and smugglers. 

Profits of Piety. 

A recent biographer of Heinrich Heine contrasts 
the fate of the reckless heretic with that of his 
cautious brother; the baron of Heine Geldern. 
They had been educated in the tenets of reformed 
Judaism, and both abjured the faith of their fathers, 
but Henry used his certificate of baptism merely as 
a passport and soon avowed his heresies, while his 
brother continued the masquerade to the end and 
died worth 21,000,000 marks, or about $4,500,000. 
After renouncing the errors of the Talmud, the 
pious baron went to Vienna, where he started a 
newspaper called the Premder-Blatt (a sort of 
Pall Mall Gazette), and printed with the spittle 
licked from the shoes of princes and priests. With 
that and the side-trade of a lobbyist the slick con- 
vert soon amassed an ample fortune, and in order 
to mask his neglect of his celebrated relativ he once 
or twice invited him to assume the editorship of 
his gazette at a liberal salary, but under conditions 
which made the great Freethinker reject his offer 
with scorn. As the happiness of the orthodox 
heaven is said to be enhanced by glimpses of the 
doom prepared for the enemies of Christ, the 
baron’s bliss was probably intensified by occasional 
reports of his brother’s situation in his Paris 
sickroom-garret; but Henry preferred independ- 
ence to Vienna oyster suppers, and after his death 
even his poor widow had spirit enough to decline 
the propositions of the greasy boodle-bag, who 
offered her a considerable sum for the purpose of 
erecting a Christian monument over the poet’s last 
resting-place in the cemetery of Pere la Chaise. 

Fit Supporters. 

The orthodoxy of the most stupid nations isa 
mystery that has long puzzled the Christian apol- 
ogists, and their explanations often recall Diderot’s 
comments upon the prophecy of an ass-bestriding 
messiah, and its triumphant fulfillment: «A 
donkey,” he says, “carries a ready-made cross on 
his shoulders, but besides, his intellectual peculiar- 
ities may specially qualify him to support the yoke 
of Christ.” 

Hades Afloat. . 

“This town is undergoing a regular witchcraft 
panic,” the French journalist Kellerman writes from 
Marseilles; “ clouds of microbes float almost visibly 
in the atmosphere, and no man can tell how soon 
they will choose his body for their tabernacle. 
They are the only demons we dread nowadays, 


and what is the worst they appear to be exorcism- 


proof.” 
A Holy Hydra. 

I do wish they were four 

So that I could believe so much the more, 
says Lord Byron, of the Christian trinity; but the 
almanac of the Catholic church enumerates 348 
saints, and the happiness of the Middle Ages may 
be inferred from the fact that 106 of them pre- 
sided over legal holidays, when rustics had to 
abstain from secular employments and min‘ster 
to the waats of the sacred tramps who went from 
house to house with big collection-baskets. 

F. L. Oswarp. 


Pror. Ernst HarcxeL, the famous German scientist, 
has again shocked the pious in Germany. On oc- 
casion of the seventy-fifth anniversary of the 
Naturalistic Society at Altenburg he delivered a 
speech which if it had come from the mouth of a 
man less prominent than he would hav been re- 
warded with not alone common damning, but 
imprisonment likewise, and perhaps even a com- 
mand to leave the country where the paper consti- 
tution guarantees religious tolerance and liberty of 
expression. 


——___»— 


Tue Pharisee who thanked God that he was not 
like other men (“in those days”) certainly had good 
cause to be proud of himself if it was true, but 
evidently God was not pleased with him. 


18, 


1898. 


Darwin on Religious Problems. 


Francis Darwin, the son of the great scientist 
Charles Darwin, who discovered that cardinal prin- 
ciple of evolution, natural selection, has written a 
biography of his father. He includes some ex- 
tracts, not before printed, from his father’s auto- 
biography. In some of these, written in 1876, 
Charles Darwin givs the history of his views on the 
several topics of Christianity, Theism, the immor- 
tality of the soul, etc. The eminent thinker re- 
lates : 

“ During these two years (October, 1836, to Jan- 
uary, 1839,) I was led to think much about religion. 
Whilst on board the Beagle I was quite orthodox, 
and I remember being heartily laughed at by sev- 
eral of the officers, though themselvs orthodox, for 
quoting the Bible as an unanswerable authority on 
some point of morality. I had gradually come by 
this time to see that the Old Testament was no 
more to be trusted than the sacred books of the Hin- 
doos. The question then continually rose before 
my mind, and would not be banished, is it credible 
that if God were now to make a revelation to the 
Hindoos he would permit it to be connected with 
the belief in Vishnu, Siva, etc., as Christianity is 
connected with the Old Testament? This appeared 
to me utterly incredible. By further reflecting that 
the clearest evidence would be requisit to make any 
sane man believe in the miracles by which Chris- 
tianity is supported, and that the more we know of 
the fixed laws of nature the more incredible do 
miracles become; that the men of that time were 
ignorant and credulous to a degree almost incom- 
prehensible to us; that the gospels cannot be 
proved to hav been written simultaneously with 
the events; that they differ in many important de- 
tails, far too important to be admitted as the usual 
inaccuracies of eyewitnesses; by such reflections as 
these, I gradually came to disbelieve in Christianity 
as a divinerevelation. The fact that many false re- 
ligions hav spread over large portions of the earth 
like wildfire had some weight with me. But,” adds 
Darwin, “I was very unwilling to giv up my be- 
lief. I feel sure of this, for I can well remember 
often and often inventing day-dreams of 
old letters between distinguished Romans and man- 
uscripts being discovered at Pompeii or elsewhere 
which confirmed in the most striking manner all 
that was written in the Gospel. But I found it 
more and more difficult, with free scope given to 
my imagination, to invent evidence which would 
suffice to convince me. Thus unbelief crept over 
me at a very slow rate, but was at last com- 
plete. The rate was so slow that I felt no distress. 
Although I did not think so much about the exist- 
ence of a personal God until a considerably later 
period of my life, I will here giv the vague conclu- 
sion to which I hav been driven. The old argu- 


‘ment from design in nature, as given by Paley, 


which formerly seemed to me conclusiv, fails now 
that the law of natural selection has been discov- 
ered. We cau no longer argue that, for instance, 
the beautiful hinge of a bivalve shell must hav been 
made by an intelligent being like the hinge of a 
door by man. There seems to be no more design 
in the variability of organic beings and in the 
action of natural selection than in the course the 
wind blows.” . 
Darwin proceeds to say: “Passing over the end- 
less beautiful adaptations which we everywhere 
meet with, it may be asked how can the generally 
beneficent arrangement of the world be accounted 
for? Some writers are so much impressed, with 
the amount of suffering in the world that they 
doubt, if we look to all sentient beings, whether 
there is:more of misery or of happiness; whether the 
world as a whole is a good or a bad one. Accord- 
ing to my judgment, happiness decidedly prevails, 
though this would be difficult to prove. If the 
truth of this conclusion be granted, it harmonizes 
well with the effects which we might expect from 
natural selection. If all the individuals of any 
species were habitually to suffer to an extreme de- 
gree, they would neglect to propagate their kind; 
but we hay no reason to believe tbat this has ever, 
or at least often, occurred. Some other considera- 
tions, moreover, lead to the belief that all sentient 
beings hav been formed so as to enjoy, as a general 
rule, happiness.” Darwin goes on to aver that 
everyone who believes, as he does, “that all the 
corporeal and mental organs (excepting those 
which are neither advantageous nor disadvantageous 
to the possessor) of all beings hav been developed 
through natural selection or the survival of the 
fittest, together with use or habit, will admit that 
these organs hav been formed so that their possess- 
ors may compete successfully with other beings, 
and thus increase in number.” Darwin explains 
that “an animal may be led to pursue that course 
of action which is most beneficial to the species by 


suffering, such a8 pain, hunger, thirst, or fear; or 
by pleasure, as in eating and drinking and in the 
propagation of the species, ete; or by both means 
combined, as in the search for food. But pain or 
suffering of any kind, if long continued, causes de- 
pression and lessens the power of action that is 
well adapted to make a creature guard itself against 
any great or sudden evil. Pleasurable sensations, 
on the other hand, may be long continued without 
any depressing effect ; on the contrary, they stimu- 
late the whole system to increased action. Hence 
it has come to pass that most or all sentient beings 
hav been developed in such a manner through 
natural selection that pleasurable sensations serve 
as their habitual guides. We see this in the 
pleasure from exertion, even occasionally from 
great exertion of the body or mind—in the pleasure 
of our daily meals, and. especially in the pleasure 
derived from sociability and from loving our family. 
The sum of such pleasures as these, which are 
habitual or frequently recurrent, giv, as I can 
hardly doubt, to most sentient beings an excess of 
happiness over misery, although many occasionally 
suffer much. Such suffering is quite compatible 
with the belief in natural selection, which is not 
perfect in its action, but tends only to render each 
species as successful as possible in the battle for 
life with other species in wonderfully complex and 
changing circumstances.” 

Darwin does not dispute that there is much suf- 
fering in this world. He points out that “some 
hay attempted to explain this with referenée to 
man by imagining that it serves for his moral im- 
provement. But the number of men in the world 
is as nothing compared with that of all other 
sentient beings, and they often sufter greatly with- 
out any moral improvement.” This very old argu- 
ment from the existence of suffering against the 
existence of an intelligent First Cause seemed to 
Darwin a strong one. Nevertheless, he contends 
that the presence of much suffering agrees well 


with the view that all organic beings hav been de- 


veloped through variation and natural selection. 
He then touches a point of deep interest to some 
readers: “At the present day, the most usual 
argument for the existence of an intelligent God is 
drawn from the deep inward conviction and feeling 
which are experienced by most persons.” Darwin 
acknowledges that “formerly I was led by feelings 
such as those just referred to (although I do not 
think that the religious sentiment was ever strongly 
developed in me) to the firm conviction of the ex- 
istence of God and the immortality of the soul. In 
my journal (of the voyage in the Beagle) I wrote 
that, ‘while standing in the midst of the grandeur 
of a Brazilian forest, it is not possible to giv an ad- 
equate idea of the higher feelings of wonder, ad- 
miration, and devotion which fill and elevate the 
mind.’ I well remember my conviction that there is 
more in man than the mere breath of his body ; but 
now the grandest scene would not cause any sich 
conviction and feeling to rise in my mind. It may 
be truly said that I am like a man who has become 
color-blind, and the universal belief by men of the 
existence of redness, for example, makes my pres- 
ent loss of perception of not the least value as 
evidence. This argument would be a valid one, 
if all men of all races had the same inward con- 
viction of the existence of one God; but we know 
that this is very far from being the case. There- 
fore, I cannot see that such inward convictions and 
feelings are of any weight as evidence of what really 
exists. The state of mind which grand scenes 
formerly excited in me, and which was intimately 
connected with a belief in God, did not essentially 
differ from that which is often called the sense of 
sublimity ; and however difficult it may be to ex- 
plain the genesis of this sense, it can hardly be 
advane.d as an argument for the existence of God 
any more than the powerful though vague and 
similar feelings excited by music.” 


On another point Darwin sums up his views as 
follows: “With respect to immortality, nothing 
shows me so clearly how strong and almost in- 
stinctiv a belief it is as the consideration of the 
view now held by most physicists, namely, that the 
sun with all the planets will in time grow too cold 
for life, unless, indeed, some great body dashes into 
the sun and thus givs it fresh life. Believing as I 
do that man in the distant future will be a far more 
perfect creature than he now is, it is an intolerable 
thought that he and all other sentient beings are 
doomed to complete annihilation after such long- 
continued slow progress. To those who fully admit 
the immortality of the human soul the destruction 
of our world will not appear so dreadful. Another 
source of conviction of the existence of God, con- 
nected with the reason and not with the feelings, 
impresses me as having much more weight. This 
follows from the extreme difficulty, or rather im- 
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possibility, of conceiving this immense and wonder- 
ful universe, including man, with his capacity of 
looking far backward and far into futurity, as the 
result of blind chance or necessity. 
flecting, I feel compelled to look to a First Cause 
having an intelligent mind in some degree analogous 
to that of man, and I deserve to be called a Theist. 
This conelusion was strong in my mind about the 
time, as far as I cari remember, when I wrote the 
-‘ Origin of Species,’ and it is since that time that 
it has very gradually with many fluctuations become 
weaker. 
of man, which has, as I fully believe, been developed 
from a mind as low as that possessed by the lowest 
animals, be trusted when it draws such grand con- 
clusions ? 
to throw the least light on such abstruse problems. 
The mystery of the beginning of all things is insol- 
uble by us, and I, for one, must be content to re- 
main an agnostic.” - 


When thus re- 


But then arises the doubt—can the mind 


I cannot,” concludes Darwin, “ pretend 


Writing to W. Graham, in 1861, he says, apropos 


of the book by Mr. Graham entitled “The Creed of 
Science,” “It is a very long time since any other 
book has interested me so much. The work must 
hav cost you several years and much hard labor 
with full leisure to work. There are some points 
in your book which I cannot digest. 
is that the existence of so-called natural laws im- 
plies purpose. 


The chief one 


I cannot see that. Not to mention 
that many expect that the several great laws will 


some day be found to follow inevitably from some 


one single law, yet taking the laws as we now know 
them, and looking at the moon where the law of 


gravitation, the law of the conservation of energy 
and the law of the atomic theory, hold good, I 


cannot see that there is necessarily any purpose. 
Would there be purpose if the lowest organisms 
alone, destitute of ‘consciousness, existed in the 
moon? But,” adds Darwin, with humility, «I hav 
had no practicein abstract reasoning, and I may be 
all astray. Nevertheless, you hav expressed my 
inward conviction, and far more vividly and 
clearly than I could hav done, that the universe is not 
the result of chance. But then with me the horrid 
doubt always arises whether the convictions of 
man’s mind, which hag been developed from the 
minds of lower animals, are of any value or at all 
trustworthy. Would anyone trust in the convic- 
tions of a monkey’s mind, if there are any convic- 
tions in sucha mind? Secondly, I think that I 
could make somewhat of a case against the enor- 
mous importance which you attribute to our great- 
est men; I hav been accustomed to think second-, 
third-, and fourth-rate men of very high impor- 
tance; at least, in the case of science. Lastly, I 
could show fight on natural selection having done 
and doing more for the progress of civilization than 
you seem inclined to admit. Remember what risk 
the nations of Europe ran, not so many centuries 
ago, of being overwhelmed by the Turks and how 
ridiculous such an idea now seems. The more 
civilized so-called Caucasian races hav beaten the 
Turkish hollow in the struggle for existence. 
Looking to the world at no very distant date, what 
an endless number of the lowest races will hav 
been eliminated by the higher civilized races 
throughout the world!” 

. The duke of Argyle has recorded scme words 
spoken by Darwin in the last year of his life. ‘In 
the course,” he says, “of a conversation I said to 
Mr. Darwin, with reference to some of his observa- 
tions on the wonderful contrivances for certain 
purposes in nature—I said it was impsssible to 


look at these without seeing that trey were the 


effect and the expression of mind. I shall never 
forget Mr. Darwin's answer. He looked at me 
very hard and said, ‘ Well, that often comes over 


me with overwhelming force, but at other times,’ 


and he shook his head vaguely, adding, ‘It seems 
to go away.” 


The Freethought Federation of America. 


(Headquarters, 345 West Randolph street, Chicago, Ill. 
S. P. Putnam, president; John R. Charlesworth, seere- 


tary; George L., Robertson, treasurer. | 


Elated with the success that had attended my 
debate with Braden, I left Seattle in jubilant spirits 
and went on to Tacoma, where the Secular Union 
gave me quite an ovation the next evening upon 
the occasion of another lecture in that city by my- 
self. The Tacoma Secular Union is making rapid 
headway, and doing a good work. I regret that 
C. B. Reynolds was unable to be present upon this 
occasion; although Mrs. Reynolds was with us, and 
at the conclusion of my lecture she recited in a 
splendid manner Mr. Putnam’s poem, “ Why Don’t 
He Lend a Hand?” Mr. Howden opened the 
meeting with two fine songs, which brought down 
the house with applause. He is fortunate in the 
possession of a clear, rich voice, and can use it with 
splendid effect. Mr. Ford, president of the Secular 


Union, occupied the platform with me. 
Tacoma I was right royally entertained by Mr. and 
Mrs. Charles Babcock. 


here. 
crowded houses. 
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While in 


I was met at Barlow, Ore., by W. W. Jesse, presi- 


dent of the Oregon State Secular Union, whose 
guest I remained during my stay here. 
and her boys gave me a hearty welcome in their 
midst. 


Mrs. Jesse 


The weather is wretched now, so that the attend- 


ance of the people at my lectures is very meager, 
being almost limited to the townspeople, with the 
exception of afew that came from Canby, four miles 
distant. 
City. 
attend my lectures and hav a little talk upon the 
good of the cause in general, to devise ways and 
means for 
of the Oregon Secular Union. 
bright little woman, young and activ; earnest and 
eager in the cause. 
evening in the city of Portland, where she has 
already organized the “First Secular church of 
Portland.” 
she is favored by a large audience every Sunday 
evening. Several suggestions were made for the 
better success of our cauge in Oregon, and as the 
Union is in good hands, supported by willing 
hearts, the Liberals of Oregon should support them 
and giv them something substantial to work upon. 
My lectures here were well received and received a 
highly complimentary notice in the local press. 
Mr. Barlow, the father of this little thriving town, 
is an outspcken Freethinker, and attended each of 
my meetings. 
this Western coast, and with proper care and 
judicial management they could be made a power 
in the state. 


Mr. and Mrs. Smith came from Oregon 
They left their mountain home to come and 


the future successful management 


Mrs. Smith is a 


She lectures every Sunday 


It has now a good membership, and 


There are lots of Freethinkers upon 


My lectures in Barlow being finished, I boarded 


the cars again for Silverton, where I had to lecture 
the next day. Dr. J. W. McClure, president of the 


Silverton Secular Union, and Mr. Fitzgerald, the 
treasurer, met me at the depot, and took me to 
comfortable quarters at the Wolfard Hotel. 

I soon found out that I had come in contact with 
a bed-rock of Infidelity. A large hall looming up 
on the corner of the principal street in the city, 
with the motto of “Universal Mental Liberty” 
painted in large letters, speaks volumes for the 
trend of thought that predominates in this town. 
The church has made some hard fights in this place, 
but they might as well try to get to heaven as to 
overthrow the power that our cause has established 
The three lectures were favored with 
Several Christians were in attend- 
ance, and listened very attentivly through the lect- 
ure. - Two preachers were present the first night, 
and although they were earnestly invited to take 
the platform at the close of my address, they mani- 
fested an ominous silence, and as is usual with the 
generality of them, they kept their place whilst I 
was there. But like a roaring lion they try to de- 
vour me when I am gone; then, of course, they 
remark, How easy it is. 

The Silverton Secular Union is a good one, a 
strong one, anda brave one. Unflinchingly they 
face the fire of the supernaturalist, and many is 
the time that the orthodox hav felt the force of 
their weapon—argument. Many a lance has been 
broken here, and the steed of the enemies of free- 
dom has been laid in the dust every time. Long 
may the battle wage, frequent may be the shouts 
of victory, may honor come to those in the fight. 
Freethought is rapidly gaining ground. In 
many places now it occupies the position once held 
by the enemies of Freedom, and still held by them 
to a considerable extent throughout our land— 
the control of power. The most prominent and the 
most respected people in town are Freethinkers. 


Among them are Dr. J. W. McClure, Mr. Wolfard, 


Mr. Fitzgerald, Mr. Hammond, the Allen family, 
all of whom are Freethinkers, but too numerous to 
name; Mr. Downs, Mr. Wolf, and several others. 

On my way to Ashland, Ore., I hav to wait several 
hours at Woodburn Junction, where I soon make 
the acquaintance of Dr. Guiss and William Klein, 
two well-known Liberals. Dr. and Mrs. Guiss en- 
tertain me very nicely while I stay here, but as I 
must leave the same night in order to reach my 
next appointment in time for tke lecture, I am 
compelled by the pressure of circumstances to de- 
cline their hearty invitation to stay over fora few 
days. 

The great “iron horse” of the Oregon & California 
railroad steams along in due time, and in a few 
minutes I am flying over the hills and plains of 
Oregon once more. I arrive in Ashland next 
morning, and W. N. Luckey is at the depot to meet 
me. 

There are quite a number of Liberals here, 
though they are outnumbered by their orthodox 
neighbors. The churches were alive with excite- 
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ment over my coming. Special services were ar- 
ranged and attractions secured to draw the people 
away from my meetings, for fear they should, by 
some means or other, become tainted with hetero- 
doxy, so hideous and devilish to the parsons. 
They know which side their bread is buttered: on, 
and they like it buttered on both sides if they can 
get it. They had imported a lady missionary, who 
went round the town buttonholing every man she 
saw, telling him that he must come to her meeting, 
as she was to giva talk to men only, as though she, 
a woman, could say anything to men that she could 
not say with other women present. The dodge 
was to get the people to her meeting and then the 
preachers to jump in and hold them. But the 
trick was a miserable failure. I had a larger audi- 
ence, despite their opposition, than the combined 
attendance at their churches. Granite Hall was 
well filled with an intelligent audience and my 
first lecture was greeted with a grand success. I 
had challenged the preachers to a debate, or to dis- 
cuss the subject of the lecture with me, but, like 
the girl waiting for her lover, “ He cometh not, she 
said.’ 

The next night the audience was larger than 
ever and good attention was given throughout. A 
Baptist and a Congregational preacher were present 
upon this occasion, and though strenuously invited 
to speak they kept silent as usual. A large number 
of church people were in attendance this time and, 
from general observations, their faith has been 
seriously shaken. These lectures were successful 
indeed, exceeding the anticipations of our friends, 
who were jubilant over the result of them. W. N. 
Luckey and wife, A. Bish and wife, O. Coolidge, 
Job Tosier, Colonel Bowdidge, Captain McCall, Dr. 
R. Mills, Mrs. De Pete, John Hutchings ani wife 
—these form the vanguard of Liberty’s army here, 
and all of them are never found wanting when 
there is work to be done. In addition to the above 
I should mention I. W. Burriss, who sends $5 for 
two years’ subscription to Tue TRUTH SEEKER. 


Since my last letter to the press I hav received 
several more lists of names for membership in the 
Federation. Our ranks are continually swelling. 
I hav received the following sums of money for our 
treasury: L. Magenheimer, San Jose, Cal., $2; R. 
H. Schwartz, San Jose, Cal., $1; Miss Geneva 
Coffin, Deadwood, S. D., $1; Jas. R. Allen, Cincin- 
nati, O., $1.25; David L. Evans, Goshen, Utah, $1. 
Total, $6.25. 

Nathan Richardson, mayor of Little Falls, Minn., 
sent us another nice letter of encouragement and 
accompanied it with a petition on the World’s Fair 
Sunday opening containing three hundred names. 

Thos. W. Fisher, of Red Lodge, Mont., writes for 
information concerning our objects and principles, 
as also does H. O. Irish, of Philo, Cal. Mr. 
Josephs, of Pittsburgh, sends us congratulations and 
a lengthy petition. With this work, combined with 
lecturing and traveling, Lam kept very busy indeed. 
Bui still we push along, we keep forging ahead, 
until the sun of success crowns our labors with 
the glorious light of freedom, dispelling the mists 
of darkness that prevent men from seeing far 
enough ahead to discern the true path of righteous- 
ness. The mists that rise from the marshes of 
artificial belief, from the marshes wherein dead 
creeds are engulfed—they stretch but a little way, 
and soon with the Sun of Science pursuing its slow 
and passionless labor, the mist shall disappear and 
vanish like a frost in June. We are working for 
human liberty, for man, not for Gods, by deeds and 
not by creeds, and to carry on this noble cause I 
once more appeal to our friends to assist us all they 
are able. Joan R. OBARLESWORTH, 

Sec. Freethought Federation of America. 


The Cause in Washington. 


The following extracts from leading daily news- 
papers tell of the fierce persistence and despairing 
energy of the clergy. 

From the Tacoma Daily Ledger, Feb. 21, 1893: 

WAR OF EXTERMINATION. 

Spokane, Feb. 20.—At a meeting of the Ministerial 
Alliance to-day, the Rev. Mr. Willett presented a report 
stating that variety theaters and saloons are running in 
fall blast every Sunday, contrary to law, and stated that 
the city authorities are in league with the lawbreakers. 
After a stormy discussion it was decided to begin war 
now and fight until every variety theater or every minis- 
ter is driven from Spokane. 

A committee was appointed to raise $5,000 for use in the 
city election this spring, and an equal amount to prose- 
cute the cwners of theaters and saloons. An independent 
ticket will be put in the field at the spring election, and 
a secret committee of ministers has been appointed to 
plan the campaign. t 


A $5,000 corruption fund to carry the spring 
election in a small city, to be used by a se- 
cret committee of ministers, and a like amount to 
hire and bribe witnesses, judge, jurors, ete.! 


The clergy hav decided to make a fight to hav 
every place closed on Sundays except churches. 
They did permit us to enter the burying-ground, 
but realizing that spring is approaching and that 
all sensible people would prefer to go to the grave- 
yard as the more lively place of the two, the 
Ministerial Alliance has issued its edict, “No more 
funerals on Sunday.” ‘They interfere with attend- 
ance at church, and hereafter ministers will not 
officiate, and as far as possible will prevent burying- 
grounds and cemeteries being open, on Sundays. 

THE INFAMOUS EXEMPTION LAW. 

The great tax-dodgers of the nation are vigilant 
and persistent. From the Tacoma Daily News, 
Feb. 23, 1893 : 

In the senate petitions containing thousands of signa- 
tures were presented from residents of King, Pierce, 
Whitman, Walla Walla, and other counties, praying ex- 
emption of all church property from taxation. > 

I bav attended at Olympia, presented a large 
number of petitions, and done all that was possi- 
ble, until the committee on revenue and taxation 
make their report. 

I hav mailed to every senator and representativ 
at Olympia a copy of the cartoon, “ Taxed and Un- 
taxed,” by Watson Heston, with letter calling atten- 
tion to the fact that any exemption of church prop- 
erty from taxation is a direct and palpable viola- 
tion of our state constitution. 

It will be a hard fight, but we shall win, although 
the clergy are using every possible effort to secure 
entire exemption from taxation for all church prop- 
erty or church institutions. C. B. Reynotps, 

Sec. Washington Secular Union. 

Tacoma, Wash. 


“ Design” and Digits. 


Among the arguments formerly adduced in sup- 
port of the theory of an intelligent and purposiv 
creation by an all-wise creator, none had so much 
weight with most people as that founded upon 
the observation of the adaptation of organs and 
parts of animal bodies to the work they had to per- 
form. In conversation with a Christian gentleman 
a few years ago, he brought up that argument and 
mentioned as an illustration that the Lord made 
the horse with only one toe on each foot, and this 
was a great advantage to the animal, making his 
feet lighter, stronger, more compact, and so insur- 
ing his nimbleness and speed. The gentleman 
could hardly hav selected a more unfortunate ex- 
ample to prove his case, as I think he soon per- 
ceived. In the first place, it is admitted the Lord 
did not make the present generation of horses, for 
these are descended from a remote ancestry. Now, 
the geologists hav been through the graveyards of 
the ancient horses from which our present stock 
hav descended, hav dug up their remains in great 
abundance, and hav made some remarkable dis- 
coveries concerning them. It is well known that 
on each side of the lower part of the leg of the horse 
there is a “splint” concealed under the skin. The 
immediate ancestors of our horses possessed these 
splints, but somewhat larger, and in the ancestors 
of those horses the splints become larger as we go 
back in time till finally they are true toes. The 
horse was then a three-toed animal. This was in 
the lower Pliocene period, a matter of probably ten 
or twelve million years ago. Tracing this history 
still further back, the geologists came to horses 
with three toes, and a splint on the forelog where a 
fourth one should be. Further back still the splint 
is a true toe, and the horse is four-toed in front and 
three-toed behind. Further back still, in the Green 
river basin in southwestern Colorado, in the forma- 
tions belonging to the Eocene period, probably not 
less than twenty million years old, were discovered 
remains of the most ancient ancestor of the horse 
yet found in America. This animal had in front 
four good toes, and a fifth rudimentary, unservice- 
able one that did not touch the ground, and on his 
hind feet he had three. Now, if this ancient horse 
be assumed to be the one that was made by the 
creator, in view of the admitted fact that a single 
toe is better for a horse than any greater number, 
it is evident that he did not know the best way to 
make a horse and made him wrong, and some sort 
of influence has been at work on the horse ever 
since, gradually ridding him of his extra toes and 
thus correcting the original blunder that gave him 
too many. The process by which this result has 
been brought about receives no explanation what- 
ever from theology, but is perfectly clear as ex- 
plained by evolution. The horse, when chased by 
his natural enemies, the dog, wolf, etc., ran away 
on his tiptoes (instead of coming down on his heels 
as we do), thus adding to the length of his legs and 
so attaining greater speed. In that position the 
middle toe (or finger) necessarily received more use 
than those on the sides, and so it grew to greater 
size and strength, till finally in the course of many 


generations its length prevented the outside digits, 
one after another, from touching the ground. Then 
they were worse than useless and a positiv disad- 
vantage. An organ that is not used gradually 
shrinks and becomes reduced, and so in course of 
time these superfluous toes became reduced to 
splints one after another, and finally all disappeared 
except two. 

Such aborted and functionless organs are called 
rudiments. There has not been a horse since 
Eocene times that has not been more or less ham- 
pered by these useless rudiments. According to the . 
law of natural selection the animal least burdened 
with these remnants, other things equal, would stand 
the best chance of escaping when pursued by 
beasts of prey, and so would survive to transmit 
his advantage to posterity. Thus each generation 
would make some headway in the elimination of 
these remnants in a perfectly natural way, and the 
race would gradually become better adapted to its 
environment through the action of that environ- ` 
ment upon it. The earliest horse mentioned above 
is named the Eohippus. Although he was the 
true ancestor by blood of the present horse, it is 
plain that he must hav been a very different- 
looking animal. The difference made by his feet was 
accompanied by others in his head, body, limbs, 
jaws, teeth, and especially his brain, making him, 
on the whole, a greatly inferior animal to his de- 
scendant of today. Notwithstanding this, his 
ancegtors, considered as horses, were much inferior 
to himself. I assume that he had ancestors, for I 
do not think anyone would insist that an intelli- 
gent creator would be likely to make the animal 
with that useless toe hanging on to his forefoot. 
Evidently, the near ancestors of the Eohippus had 
five serviceable toes on the forefoot, and his remote 
ancestors had five toes all around. Five digits are 
better than one for animals under some conditions, 
and no doubt the ancestors of the horse lived under 
such conditions at first, and when these conditions 
changed they began to work corresponding alter- 
ations in the animal. We must conclude, then, 
that the horse is a direct lineal descendant from 
an animal so different that he would not be called a 
horse at all if we could see him. In other words, 
the horse was never made, but has been altered 
over from another animal by the slow action of its 
environment. 

The presence of rudiments in any animal is proof 
positiv that the animal having them has been de- 
rived from an ancestor that possessed organs that 
its descendants could not use. It is proof that the 
animal had an ancestry, and therefore was not made 
—by hand. 

Probably no animal is destitute of rudiments. 
Many others besides the horse are mutilated in their 
feet. The ox walks on two toesand has two others 
dangling behind, too short to touch the ground. 
The pig’s foot is in much the same condition. The 
dog has a rudimentary toe that does not reach the 
ground, etc. 

If we could trace back the genealogy of these 
animals we should come at last to a common an- 
cestor having five toes on each foot and placing 
the whole foot on the ground in walking just as 
the bear and man do yet. 

But most of the grazing animals had to run 
to save their lives and so did the carnivorous 
animals—the salvation of the former depending on 
their escaping, and that of the latter on their 
catching the fugitivs—and so both kinds raised 
their heels from the ground and ran on their toes. 

The ancient five-toed ancestor of these races was 
as unlike his descendants of to-day as they are un- 
like each other. He was in fact an animal very 
much like a reptil, as can be satisfactorily proved. 
His five toes were no doubt derived from the spines 
of the fins of his fish-like ancestors. He himself 
was in the water half the time and a web siill ex- 
tended from digit to digit, making his foot a com- 
promise between that of a land animal and the fin 
ofa fish. Some of his descendants to this day pre- 
serve the five-toed webbed foot because they hav 
remained in an environment very much like his, and 
liv both on land and in the water. But their 
cousins that liv wholly on land hav had habits im- 
posed upon them that hav in the course of ages 
completely made them over—evidently without the 
slightest assistance or interference from any 
creator. J. B. A.. 


The Bacon-Shakspere Question. 


Brotuer Macponatp: You say editorially that 
Colonel Ingersoll’s lecture on Shakspere is “ calcu- 
lated to pain friend Burr somewhat.” The pain 
that Burr has suffered by any utterance of Inger- 
soll is almost insensible. Burr differs from Inger- 
soll on the Bacon-Shakspere question. As yet the 
Baconians are a small minority. But Burr’s esti- 
mate of the intellectual character of Bacon accords 


with the consensus of the competent, while Inger- 
soll knows that he stands almost alone in depreci- 
ating the talents of “ the brightest, wisest (noblest) 
of mankind.” Shakspere must go. Burr. 


Liberal Societies. 

At the meeting of the Newark Liberal League 
held last Sunday, Mr. Henry Rowley, of Brooklyn, 
lectured on “Freethought and Its Relation to. 
Society and Morals.” Mr. Henry Bird presided as 
usual. In beginning his lecture Mr. Rowley said 
he had frequently been asked the question, ‘“* What 
are you going to giv us in place of Christianity, 
which you are trying to destroy?” He said he 
would answer it in the same manner that Voltaire 
did: « When you kill a wild beast, no one ever asks 
what you are going to put in its place.” The 
lecturer then dwelt on the many obloquitous names 
that Freethinkers hav to: put up with, especially 
from the “good, meek, and charitable Christians.” 
“ Because a man holds opinions that differ from those 
` held by churchmen the theologians will abuse the 

man ; they seldom attack, never successfully, his 
opinions.” On the other hand, Freethinkers always 
distinguish between the man and his opinions. A 
Freethinker will win respect for his claims because 
he recognizes the rights of all men, and because he 
does not refuse that which he demands from 
others. And now what is Freethought? In a 
general sense it is neither a school, party, ism, or 
dogma; as Mr. Bird says, the man who jeins a 
Freethought society does not subscribe to any 
creed. Freethought is a method. It is the un- 
trammeled exercise of the mind upon all questions. 
There is nothing that is too sacred for human in- 
vestigation. ‘There are many theologians who claim 
they are Freethinkers. They are in political mat- 
ters perhaps. There are politicians who are Free- 
thinkers in matters of art. But anyone who sur- 
rounds the human mind with any artificial limita- 
tions whatsoever, is not a Freethinker; he is a 
dogmatist, and is a stumbling-block in the way of 
mental advancement.” 

Mr. Rowley then compared the state of society of 
the present day when religion is loosing its grasp 
on the minds of the people with that of four hun- 
dred years ago, when the church held undivided sway. 
«What was the theory of nature then? It was 
held that nature was the product of an almighty 
creator; that the earth was the center and chief 
spot in the universe; that heaven was up and hell 
was down; thatthe stars were lights hung up in the 
heavens for man’s guidance, ete. 
and is, the theory of man? That he is a lost son 
of Adam; that he was born in sin and shaped in 
iniquity; that he is only a pilgrim here, and that 
the pursuit of worldly happiness will only jeopardize 
his eternal warfare. Now, what is the theory born 
of science—the greatest triumph of Freethought? 
We learn that nature is not a product, but is the 
eternal source and tomb of all things. We learn 
that the earth is not the center of the universe, but 
is a speck of dust floating amid unfathomable 
depths of space; we learn that the universe has 

. neither center nor circumference; that hell is not 
down nor is heaven up, and furthermore that both 
these places are theological fancies. Here is a com- 
plete reversal of the so-called divine order of things. 

` Now, if God made Adam perfect, and no one has 
received the benefits of his perfection, because he 
ate some fruit, then the efforts of heaven were 
wasted, and if I had been there, I would hav advised 
God to begin all over again. ‘Try, try again,’ you 
know.” (Laughter.) The lecturer then spoke on 
the morality of Freethinkers in general. “ Free- 
thought makes happiness on earth the chief con- 
sideration of men. It would teach them to beautify 
their homes instead of adorning the temples of the 
Gods.” 

Among those who spoke were Mr. Morris, Mrs. 
Todd, Mr. Bird, Mrs. Smith, Mr. Walker, 
Mrs. Smith, Mr. Brill, and Mr. Ackerman. Next 
Sunday Mr. Hidelmann will lecture on the “ Russian 
Treaty.” 


` Mr. Louis R. Ehrich, of Los Angeles, Cal., 
lectured before the Ethical Society in Chickering 
Hall last Sunday morning. Mr. Ehrich is well 
known throughout the country by his lectures and 
magazine articles. He spoke at some length on the 
resemblance between Christianity and Buddhism, 
Confucianism, ete. “In Christianity we hav a re- 
ligion which we may divide into one hundred parts. 
One part may be attributed to Jesus Christ; 
ninety to St. Augustine; four to fable, and five to 
St. Paul.” In speaking of the good work done by 
the Ethical Society Mr. Ehrich made especial men- 
tion of Professor Adler’s work. He said that he 
thought future ages would regard Professor Adler 
much in the same light that Socrates is regarded 
to-day. ‘The Ethical Society is the first that has 


And what was, | — 


attempted to correct the state of society of the 
present day—a society that has at one end multi- 
millionaires and at the other starvation and 
poverty. This is the.time that we need a Christ.” 
Next Sunday Dr. Stanton Hoyte will lecture on 
“ Creed and Deed.” 


Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., delivered a very interesting 
and instructiv lecture on “Microbes, Good and 
Bad,” last Sunday at the Brooklyn Philosophical 
Association. The doctor illustrated his lecture 
with several diagrams, drawn on a blackboard 
temporarily erected. He told of the progress of 
the study of microbes from 1675, when Leevwen- 
hoek discovered them, up to the present day. It 
was not until 1850 that a systematic study of the 
subject was begun and now the market is over- 
crowded with literature on the subject. Among 
the critics were Mr. Elwell, Mrs. Beckwith, Dr. 
Barker, and Mrs. Louise. Next Sunday H. A. 
Powell will lecture on “The Irrepressible Conflict 
Between Capital and Labor.” 


“Cooperativ Farming” was the subject of W. 
Aldrich’s lecture at the Manhattan Liberal Club 
last Friday evening. Dr. Gunn being absent, Mr. 
T. B. Wakeman took the chair. Mr. Aldrich pro- 
posed to form a company of farmers, who would 
themselvs send their produce to the city, where 
they would hav a store, the object being to do 
away with the commission merchant. The critics 
were Mr. Wakeman, Mr. Wilson, Mr. Prigsley, and 
Mrs. Donlevy. Mr. Wakeman put some “ posers ” 
regarding the scheme to the lecturer which, either 
on account of disinclination or inability, were not 
answered. 

The second meeting of the Young Men’s Debating 
Club of Newark was held Saturday evening, March 
llth. Mr. Henry Bird read an interesting and schol- 
arly essay on “Flowers and Their Use.” Although 
there are few scientific subjects that Mr. Bird cannot 
lecture on in an interesting manner, yet it is in botan- 
ical subjects that he is particularly at home. Among 
those who spoke were Messrs. Walker, Gillen, and 
Newung. At the next meeting, to be held: on 
March 25th, Mr. Gillen will read an essay on the 
money question. 

ee a a A 
The Same Thing Over Again. 
A hide-bound intolerant class will pursue 
The same tbing over again; 
And freemen must yield to a narrow-brained crew 
The same thing over again 
In years gone by they'd torture and fry us, 
They’d barn us and force us by law to be pious, 


Now freedom of conscience they mean to deny us— 
The same thing over again. 


To boss the World’s Fair every Puritan itches— 
The same thing over again; 

For love of the Sabbath they’d burn us like witches— 
The same thing over again. 

Their Sunday Blue laws would curtail a man’s life, 

In fact he’d be punished for kissing his wife; 

If he dared to insist there’d be war to the knife— 
The same way over again. 


"Tis a positiv truth that Sabbathites think 
The sme thing over again; 

To down us they’ve joined in with dealers in drink— 
The same thing over again. 

So rum and religion hav formed an alliance 

To battle with truth, art, invention, and science, 

And to all common sense they’re bidding defiance— 
The same way over again. 


Those rumsellers, bigots, and thugs now propose 
The same thing over again. 

They’re determined to lead us about by the nose 
The same way over again 

On Sunday they swear none shall go to the Fair, 

For the devil a bit of religion is there. 

"Tis best to imbibe a good whisky and prayer 
The same way over again. 


In closing the Fair they’re mighty uncivil, 
The same thing over again. 
They claim if it’s open we'll go the devil, 
The same way over again. 
So in grogshops and churches we’ve got to be jammed, 
With musty old dogma we've got to be crammed, 
We must mix it with whisky or we will be damned 
The same way over again. 


Shall we see every right of conscience profaned 
The same way over again? 

Shall we see our loved Goddess of Liberty chained 
The same way over again ? 

Shall we yield to a power that would freedom destroy 

Which is bound e’er to veto each innocent Joy, 

And which if permitted the sword would employ 
The same way over again? 


Shall they saddle us ever and ride us so clever 
The same way over again? 
Oh, shall we allow them to do so forever, 
The same way over again? 
Shall freedom be brought by bigots to naught— 
That blessing for which our brave forefathers fought? 
Shall they be allowed to crush freedom of thought 
The same way over again? 


Oh, let freemen stand firm to repel imposition— 
The same way over again! 
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If we don’t they'll build for us a cursed Inquisition 
The same way over again. 
From the throne of the free let usurpers be hurled, 
Viet on Sunday our Fair open wide to the world, 
For the banner of liberty shall be unfurled 
The same way over again. 


Belvidere, IU., Feb. 20, 1893. ROBERT Swat. 
a : 


Spelling Reform in the Air. 


It is indeed; and but few persons are aware to 
what an extent it exists in the intellectual atmos- 
phere. Itis only when we are startled by such a 
paragraph as the following that we realize it. This 
one is taken from the Pansy, one of the excellent 
juvenil magazines published by D. Lathrop Com- 
pany, Boston, Mass. 

SPELLING REFORM. 


Present way. Pronosëd change. 


Liable. iabl, 
Know. No. 
Heart. Hart. 
Earth. Irth. 
Incense.’ Incens. 
Through. Thru. 
Thougb. Tho. 
Love, Luv. 


What will the teachers say to this? If they are 
wise, they will accept the situation and deal honestly 
with the children. They will tell them that to 
learn the current spelling is at present a necessity, 
but what is called good spelling is in reality bad 
spelling, that it is bad spelling because it is un- 
reasonable and not amenable to law, that they are 
very sorry 80 much time has to be spent in mastering 
it,and that they hope and believe that gradually the 
useless, silent letters will be dropped and after 
a while that spelling will be made easy and reason- 
able, as arithmetic is. Arithmetic is reasonable be- 
cause a figure always has the same value, and two 
and two always make four, etc. But spelling is un- 
reasonable because the letters of the alphabet hav 
no certain value. A child wastes time and mental 
energy which could be employed in useful studies, 
while it is memorizing t-i-e tie, e-y-e eye, n-i-g-h nigh. 
c-r-y cry, g-u-y guy, and when called upon to spell by, 
the poor child is utterly at a loss whether to spell 
it b-y-e, or b-u-y, or b-i-g-h, or b-y. 

The greater part .of early school-life is given to 
learning to read and spell, and after leaving school 
it is only by constant practice in writing that the 
ability to spell according to the dictionary is re- 
tained. If our letters had regular and unvarying 
sounds, but little time would be required for spell- 
ing: the art would be acquired in a few months 
while learning to read, and the ability to spell cor- 
rectly would never be lost. Other languages than 
the English are phonetic. For instance, in Spanish 


Jand German the letters always hav the same 


sounds when in the same position. ‘Therefore, 
foreign children learn to read their own languages 
with very little teaching, and no special spelling 
lessons are required. 

The most eminent educators and philologists 
hav declared in favor of bringing English orthogra- 
phy to rule and reason, and a hundred years ago 
that apostle of common sense, Benjamin Franklin, 
declared that “ Sooner or later it must be done.” 

Exiza B. Burnz. 


Showing What « God’s Justice” Is. 


And yet men can be found to say there is no hell. If 
no hell, there can be no heaven, no God of justice, and 
the world is all a hance, a delusion, and a dream. — Paris, 
Tex., Advocate, Jan. 28. 

The above remarks hav refsrence to Henry 
Smith, burnt for violating a babe. They are 
strictly orthodox. But, my dear sir, with all due 
respect for you and those who believe like you, 
they do not strike the Agnostic as perfectly logical. 
There may be a “ God of justice,” but if so, godly 
justice and human justice must be of a diametric- 
ally opposit nature. God ‘knew the intent of 
Smith when he took this child in his arms! He 
witnessed the little one’s struggles, and heard its 
cries of distress. He knows where the villain is 
now concealed! If a man knew Smith’s design, 
saw the fiend perpetrate the act, and is now aware 
of his hiding-place, yet moved no hand or tongue 
to save the babe from outrage and death, neither 
givs he any sign where the guilty wretch may be 
found—would such a being be regarded as a just 
man? Mostassuredly he would not. Thus you 
see there is no analogy between human justice and 
divine justice! Religiously speaking, then, the 
term “justice ” has no conceivable meaning ; hence 
the Agnostic refuses to employ it in this absurd 
way. To him it isa mere mockery of language, a 
mere juggle with words! Persius. 


a 
Bound Volumes of The Truth Seeker. 

We hav a few bound volumes of Tae TRUTH SEEKER for 
the year just closed (1892) which will be sent on receipt 
of $4. We also hava few of previous years which can 
be sold for $3. Readers desirous of keeping files as re- 
ceived weekly can obtain the File Binder for $1. 


betters of @riends. 


Welcomes a Contributor. 
Grinnet, IA., Jan. 30, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: I am glad to hear that Geo. 
E. Macdonald is again going to write for 
our paper. I missed him so much when 
he quit and went West. W. T. Lers. 


We, and the Readers of Our Literature, 
Thank You. 
Sours Haven, Mico, Feb. 18, 1892. 
Mr. Epor: Inclosed is $5—$3 for re- 
newal for Tas Trurta SEFKER, $1 for 
you to use as you see fit.for the cause of 
Freethought, and $1. for a new work by 
Arthur B. Moss, author of the ‘‘ Bible and 
Evolution,” entitled ‘‘Christianity and 
Evolution.” C. T. Lupwie. 


Age Devoted to the Truth. 
East MIDDLEBURY, Vr., Feb. 13, 1893. 
Me. Enprror: I will try to do a little 
more than pay for my own paper, and now 
send one new subscriber. I am an old 
man eighty-four years old, and hav not 
been able to read my paper for a month or 
more, butam in hopes to be able to soon. 
Hoping you may be able to go on with 
your good work for many years, I am, 
Yours very truly, R. D. Farr. 


Yes, a Good Scheme. 

GQırron, Nes., Feb. 13, 1898. 
Mr. Epor: Would it not be a good 
idea to hav a pamphlet printed containing 
in the first half the wise and beneficent 
sayings of pagan philosophers and promi- 
nent Infidels, and in the second half the 
driveling inanities and detestable and 
harmful sentiments expressed by promi- 
nent Christians from Jehovah down to 
Comstock? It would be a good propa- 
ganda work, and the antithesis would be 
so striking as to spread terror among the 
saints. I will giv $1 for a starter, and 
‘then will buy $1 worth of the compilation. 
What say you? Andwhatsay our friends? 

Respectfully, ete., C. Putnam. 


Has an Awkward Way of Having Infidel 
Literature Lying Around. 
GERMANTOWN, TENN., Jan. 23, 1898. 

Mr. Eprror: I hav not time these later 
years to read half the numbers of THE 
TRUTH SEEKER, but I do not like to break 
a good habit. Then I hay an awkward 
way of having them around occasionally 
where the casual eye may light on them. 

L sm becoming reconciled to Heston. 
As a cartoonist some of his conceptions 
entitle him to fame. By the way, an 
article from him, such as the history and 
mission of the cartoon, might be oppor- 
tune. At any rate, I venture the sugges- 
tion that Taz TRUTH SEEKER constituency 
would appreciate almost any expression 
from him, on the principle that they want 
to see him in print. 

With earnest well wishes for the intel- 
lectual freedom of humanity the world 
over, I am, Yours truly, 

J. H. COMPTON. 


Commendable Desire for a Freethought 
Library. 
Mopesto, Cat., Jan. 29, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find draft for $5 
to apply as follows: Renewal of subscrip- 
tion to Tue TRUTH SEEKER one year 
(would not be without it as long as I could 
raise the amount) and ‘‘Old Testament 
Stories Comically Illustrated ” (cloth), $4; 
“Infidel Deathbeds,” by Q. W. Foote, 
twenty-five cents; ‘“‘Rights of Man” (if 
you hay it bound in cloth I would like it, 
as I would like to get a small, substantial 
Freethought library together); ‘‘The 
Christian Religion,” by an old farmer, 
fifteen cents; D. M. Bennett’s ‘‘An Hour 
With the Devil,” ten cents, and his 
“ Epistle to the Truth Seekers,” ten cents; 
“ An Open Letter to Christ,” five cents. 

I purchased the draft yesterday and now 
wish it was larger, as I want more. You 
will hear from me soon again with another 
order. Please send me some specimen 
pages of the ‘‘Freethinker’s Pictorial 
Text-Book,” and oblige, E. H. Bemis. 


Miscellaneous. 
WATERLOO, IND., Jan. 29, 1893. 
Mr. Eprtor: As I hav not written to 
you for two years, I thought perhaps you 
would like to know what we are doing for 


progress and common sense in this neck 
o’ woods. ; 

Well, we hav just had two lectures by 
Prof. W. S. Bell. He is a very able 
speaker, and a gentleman also. I can 
recommend him. He did not giv it quite 
strong enough to suit some of them, but I 
was very much pleased with him myself. 
There was a vein of humor running 
through his discourse which made it very 
interesting. | 

Since last I wrote to you we hav lost by 
death one of our stanchest Liberals, Mr. 
Josiah Brysland, aged seventy-two. He 
was struck by the fast train and killed 
Dec. 25, 1892. He was a man of good 
morals, upright and honest, and with no 
enemies. i 

I send you with this an order for $5 to 
carry me along two years longer on my 
subscription. I shall hav to be very 
hard up indeed when I giv up Tur TRUTH 
SEEKER. 

Good luck to Heston. He is a genius. 
Without the cartoons THE TRUTH SEEKER 
would lose half its value to me. I think 
almost as much of the cartoons as I do of 
the reading-matter. 

Yours for Universal Mental Liberty, 
JACOB SauTsMAN. 


What Christians Should Exhibit at the 
Fair. 
Trenton, Mo., Feb. 12, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: I want to make a few sug- 
gestions to the sky-pilots: 

1. That they put on exhibition at the 
Columbian Exposition all their saviors in 
the United States at the present time, in- 
cluding the following (Editor Trura 
SEEKER, please enumerate them). 

2. To produce their books and show how 
many souls they hav saved in the last four 
hundred years in America, and the cost 
of same to each soul, and how many 
dividends they hav paid, if any. 

3. To hav on exhibition statistics show- 
ing number of insane persons in the 
United States at present caused by read- 
ivg the Holy Book of Enigmas and attend- 
ing revivals, Also statistics showing num- 
ber of witches they hay put to death in 
this country and how many their pious 
ancestors-killed before them; and furnish 
at the expense of the government printed 
pamphlets giving therein instructions in 
their art of detecting witches, so that all 
the common people may become pro- 
ficient in witch hunting. 

4 The number of preachers that hay 
fallen from grace in four hundred years to 
be given; also how far they hav to fall be- 
fore they 1: se grace, and what becomes of 
the grace. i 

I think this would be an interesting 
exhibit for our orthodox friends to-view. 

Yours very truly, B. A. Suavw. 


A Limited Mentality Imputed to a Judge. 
SavannaH, Mo., Jan. 27, E.M. 293. 


Mr. Epiror: Inclosed find draft for $5, 


for which please send to me all of the Iron- 
Clad and Manna Series, as advertised on 
last page of Taz TRUTH Szexker for Jan. 21, 
1893, except ‘‘ Philosophy of Spiritualism ” 
and ‘‘ Tyndall’s Belfast Inaugural.” I do 
not want to read any ‘‘Spiritualism ” of 
any kind. It is too absurd and silly for 
anybody to read who has a thimbleful of 
brains. Also send $1 worth of “Hard 
Knocks at Christianity,” by R. Wheeler, 
and ‘‘My Religious Experience,” by S. 
P. Putnam, one copy, and two copies of 
“Twenty Crimes and Vices,” by Rems- 
burg, if the money holds out, and if there 
is any left use it as you please. 

At church—a protracted meeting in our 
town—the pastor made a statement about 
Chief-Justice Chase, and if you know any- 
thing of it I want you to inform me. He 
said that the chief-justice went to church 
in Washington, and when an invitation 
was given to come to the mercy-seat the 
chief-justice arose and walked boldly 
forward, but being a very humble man, as 
all great men are, he did not go clear up 
to the downy and cushioned place to kneel, 
but knelt back a way on the carpet, but no 
oneseemed to notice him except the pastor, 
who walked up to him and said, ‘‘ How is 
it, chief-justice—are you accepted of the 
Lord?” ‘‘No, not yet, but I shall be, as I 
am now using the means provided by the 
savior himself.” And when he arose from 
his knees he arose an accepted and a 
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saved man, rejoicing in the love ofa re- 
deemer, 

He also stated that Mr. Chase was a 
great constitutional lawyer, and that he 
said that he never had fairly understood 
the law till he had thoroughly studied 
God’s law, the Bible, and there he found 
the gist and germ of alllaw. This last, of 
course, I take to be all poppycock. Butin 
regard to the church episode, it may be 
so, and perhaps you can inform me 
whether it is or not. Wm. Coor. 


Laws of Nature—Limits of Explanation 
—Dogmatizing. 
CincrnnaTl, O., Feb. 2, 1898. 

Mr. Eprror: Will you please insert the 
following criticism of J. F. Lawrence’s 
article on ‘‘Spiritualism” in this week’s 
issue? 

The Spiritualist will look long for the 
truths which philosophical and modern 
Materialism may contain before he will 
find them in the article of J. F. Lawrence 
on Spiritualism in reply to A. H. Frank. 
Though accepting Materialism as a Ay- 
pcthesis (and it is nothing more), I can 
not like Mr. Lawrence dogmatize upon 
it, as there is a vast realm of the unknown 
(the Spencerian school says, also the un- 
knowable), which is not open to our 
knowledge. Mr. Lawrence says that 
science has shown that ‘‘all things.in the 
universe are governed by an uninterrupti- 
ble and consistent law, and the rational 
philosopher regards no causes but such as 
are reducible to this natural law.” Is 
the ‘‘rational philosopher” so irrational? 
Will Mr. Lawrence attempt to prove his 
postulate that all thiugs are governed by 
alaw? Itcannot even be said that the 
phenomena of nature are governed by 
laws, though this is the way some other 
irrational, though more rational, philoso- 
phers write. Instead of the phenomena 
of nature being determined or governed by 
laws, itis the laws that are determined by 
the phenomena. Lawsof nature are sub- 
jectiv abstractions. This is well put by 
G. H. Lewes in his ‘‘ Problems of Life and 
Mind.” Laws then are, as stated by 
‘Darwin, but the ascertained sequence of 
events... The sequence of many events 
has been shown and their laws thus de- 
termined. This it has been the province 
of science to do, and very well it has done 
its work. But there are many events 
which hay not been determined and their 
sequences shown. Thus we hay theories, 
and among them the Materialist theory 
and the Spiritualist theory. Materialism 
seems the logical outcome ‘of modern 
knowledge, but remembering how much 
we do not know, we should surely be 
on the watch against dogmatizing. Mr. 
Lawrence makes an assertion which 
on his own statement is tainted with 
superstition, where he says that ‘‘Science 
has . . revealed the marvelous feat- 
ures which no skill may interpret.” Can 
the ‘‘rational philosopher” not reduce 
these to his law? I would advise Mr. 
Lawrence to read, if he has not already 
done so, Samuel Laing’s ‘‘Problems of 
the Future” and Professor Huxley’s ‘‘Es- 
says on Some Controverted Questions.” 
He will, I hope, learn that the true philoso- 
pher keeps away from dogmatizing on 
many questions in the present state of our 
knowledge or ignorance. ‘‘ ECLECTIC.” 


Christians Stealing Infidel Literature. 
GRAFTON, N. D., Jan. 29, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: With the greatest of pleas- 
ure I am reading your valuable paper, and 
I think that Watson Heston is the best 
artist on our globe. We hav certainly 
two great men now living, and I don’t 
know which has done the most good— 
Col. R. G. Ingersoll and Watson Heston. 
They hav enlightened the world more 
than churches hay ever done in all their 
existence. I wish they could liv forever 
to enlighten mankind. 

Though so far north under a cold tem- 
perature and long winters, there is a dawn 
of Freethought glimmering here which 
promises in time to be a harvest, and the 
churches feel it already, as ministers make 
it a special duty time and again to preach 
against Freethought, but it only seems to 
hay a good effect. 

Liberal papers are now in more demand, 
especially Tue TRUTH SEEKER, so I am 
inclined to believe what little seed there 


has been sown here—Tur TRUTH SEEKER 


‘| and ‘‘ Old Testament Stories” and other 


Secular books and papers—will in time 
bear a rich crop. 

My family, which consists of nine, are 
all of my belief, and like Tum Trova 
SEEKER. And one fact I hav to record— 
that I can never leave a Secular book or 
paper in my office (which is daily visited by 
from seventy-five to one hundred) for five 
minutes without its getting lost. A good 
sign, isn’tit? The latest in that way was, 
I got cf a friend as a New Year present 
the ‘‘ Freethinker’s Pictorial Text-Book.” 
But a traveling man from Chicago—I 
think a church deacon—stole the book, as 
he was the last seen to read it. 

Aman by the name of Anderson, who 
through me subscribed for THE TRUTH 
SEEKER, lost the last number of the paper, 
and came a distance of seven miles to get 
mine, but unfortunately for him, mine 
was already making its round amongst the 
farmers. 
` I intended to visit Charlesworth when 
he was at Crookston lecturing, but on 
account of sickness had to stay at home. 
I wish we could hav Putnam or Charles- 
worth or Ingersoll. I suppose we would 
not be able to get up here as much money 
as we should wish. A friend made the 
remark the other day that if we had three 
lectures of Ingersoll the churches here 
would afterward be empty. 

With best wishes for the Freethought 
cause, and Colonel Ingersoll, Watson 
Heston, Toe TRUTH SEEKER, and every 
Liberal paper and worker, 

Yours for Freethought and Reform, 

Jno. InpstTap, 
Proprietor Merchants’ Hotel. 

P.S.—Inelosed please find $2.50, for 
which send one copy of the ‘‘ Freethinker’s 
Pictorial Text-Book,” to replace the one 
stolen from me, by first mail. 


Two Stories of Superstition in Texas. 
Drxim, Tex , Jan. 28, 1893. 

‘Mr. Eprror: I will giv you herewith 
two saint stories, which I warrant to be 
genuin, as one happened to me and 
the other to a friend of mine. Last 
summer was here in west Texas very dry. 
Roaring thunderclouds approached from 
all sides, but all the rain was discharged 
near the Sierra del Burro in Mexico. It 
is to be understood that the would-be city 
of Dixieis only one and one-half milesfrom 
the Rio Grande, and we in Texas got noth- 
ing but dust. I kept a little country store. 
Two years’ failure of crops in my vicinity 
froze me completely out, and, as usual, 
when customers came the talk was about the 
rain we did not get. One day one Dona 
Maria, one of my customers, came to talk, 
naturally, about heat and dry weather. 
“Hm, hm,” said she, ‘‘I know what’s the 
matter. Dona Ramona [another neighbor 
of mine] is at the bottom of all of that.” ` 
Well, that interested me, and I wanted to 
know why, expecting some fun. After 
speaking to her earnestly and in as sweet 
Spanish as I could afford, I finally got her, 
though reluctantly, to tell me the story. 
By the by, the two ladies frequently came 
and bought candles, and I did not know 
what the deuce they were doing with them. 
Dona Maria finally began: ‘‘I hay a saint 
consecrated by a priest in Mexico, and 
whenever I make him an offering of four 
candles he surely brings rain; but Dona 
Ramonais afraid of thunder and lightning, 
and she has asaint consecrated by a bishop 
in Mexico, and when she makes him an 
offering of six candles he drives the 
thunderclouds away. You see, he is con- 
secrated by a bishop and is more powerful 
than mine. That is the reason we never 
get rain here.” 

This I told one day to Mr. T. F., a He- 
brew of rather Liberal views, and he said: 
“You know the ‘Guate’ ” (nickname for 
twin)? ‘‘Certainly I do; what about 
him?” ‘Well, when we had those hot 
days his wife got disgusted with their saint 
and hung him out in the broiling sun, so 
that he should experience the influence of 
the mid day sun’s rays (plus 110° F). 
Self-understanding Mr. Saint, especially 
as he was made from tin, began to feel the 
heat of the sun’s rays under latitude north 
293. Not long after, a heavy thunder- 
storm struck their place. The roof of 
Guate’s, not being constructed for rainy 
seasons, began to leak, and water was 


pouring down into the shanty so that it 
was flooded inside. At once Guate’s wife 
cried out, ‘O Lord! our saint, he got mad 
because we put him out in the hot sun and 
now he is punishing us—trying to flood us 
out of the house.’ And the poor woman 
went out to get her saint in a dry place.” 
After seeing such things a man earnestly 
asks himself, Does humanity improve in 
matters of religion or are we going back to 
the times of Gregory VII.? 
The only consolation for a man of 
Liberal views is to compare the time of 
the Reformation with the present, then a 
difference is visible. Otherwise it would 
appear that we went back to the Dark 
Ages. ALBERT TURPE. 


The Difference Between a Christian De- 
bater and 2 Freethought One. 


Seatrie, Wasu., Feb. 7, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: Mr. John R. Charlesworth 
has just closed a six nights’ debate in 
Seattle with the notorious Olark Braden. 
If Freethought ever won a victory over 
superstition, if a man ever exposed a pre- 
tender, then I say, score a whole million 
for Charlesworth! It is not to be won- 
dered at Mr. Putnam and others refusing 
to hav a public discussion with the ‘‘ Rev.” 
Clark Braden. It would be puttingit very 
mild indeed to say Clark Braden is not a 
gentleman. After hearing the ‘‘Rev.” 
Christian apologist for a whole week, I say 
he is the greatest wholesale liar I ever 
listened to. 

The ‘‘ arguments” (so-called) of Clark 
Braden are not worthy of serious or 
respectful consideration. He is a pre- 
tender, a hypocrit, 2 mountebank, and a 
most consummate falsifier of facts. He 
has no desire to know the truth, nor any 
fear to hay his audience believe a lie. I 
say once for all, Clark Braden is worse 
than a dog, and he merits the scorn and 
supreme contempt of all honest men. 

The ‘treverend” gentleman (?) began 
his personalities against Mr. Charlesworth 
by hissing at one of his unanswerable 
affirmations. ` 

Throughout the debate Braden never 
made a logical or satisfactory answer to 
any of Mr. Charlesworth’s questions. On 
the contrary, he would ignore, evade, or 
else intentionally falsify the statements 
made by Mr. Charleswarth, and then pro- 
ceed in a most bombastic and pompous 
way to ‘‘knock out” his ‘‘ man of straw.” 

Talk about consistency, I say, Consist- 
ency thou art not only a jewel but thou 
art a whole ocean-steamer-load of jewels 
when one has to listen to the illogical and 
sentimental slush of the ‘‘ Rev.” Clark 
Braden. 

Among other things he affirmed that 
Stephen Girard was a Christian, that 
Thos. Paine was a Christian and a believer 
in the Bible God, also that he (Paine) 
died a drunkard; that he (Braden) would 
prove the existence of God if Mr. Charles- 
worth would prove the existence of elec- 

_ tricity, so when Mr. Charlesworth brought 
a battery on the rostrum and asked Braden 
to take hold of the handles so he could 
prove the existence of electricity by the 
sense of touch, Braden refused to hold the 
handles, nor did he say anything more 
about proving God’s existence. And so it 
was all the way through the debate— 
Braden assumed almost everything and 
really proved nothing. Heseemed to think 
his mere assertion of the existence of the 
supernatural was proof sufficient. But in 
this he was very much mistaken, for that 
audience was not one of Christian credulity. 
On the contrary, it was one of scientific 
inquiry, and demanded scientific evidence. 
Braden knows, or should know, that we 
know his infinit, omnipotent God is deaf, 
dumb, blind, and dead. This I affirm 
before all the evil in the world: Were 
there an infinit, omnipotent, righteous 
power ‘‘ doing all things well,” then there 
could be noinjustice in the world. Evil ex- 
ists, iniquity exists, error exists, and all these 
go to prove that an ‘‘infivit, omnipotent, 
righteous power,” or ‘*‘God,” does not 
exist. I hold that after all the evil, 
injustice, suffering, and wantare eradicated 
from the world, and righteousness reigns 
supreme, then it will be time enough to 
talk about or worship God. Such stuff 
to-day will not do. Itis not inaccordance 
with the facts, but is a doctrin of supersti- 
tion, hence we refuse it and oppose it. 
Thus it is that no priest or preacher can 
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convert a real scientific man or woman— 
they cannot produce the evidence, 

Such assertionsas these made by Braden 
in the debate will surely make more Free- 
thinkers, more Liberals, and more skep- 
ties. He said that Freethinkers are un- 
charitable; that they gave nothing for 
schools, colleges, asylums, or hospitals; 
that they were a class of gamblers, 
drunkards, and saloonkeepers; that as a 
class they were ignorant and coarse in 


manners; that they were not refined; that 


they were very ignorant, and neither Mr. 
Charlesworth nor Robt. G. Ingersoll knew 
enough to enable him to geta certificate or 
diploma to teach a common school. Such 
were his remarks. 


in ‘‘hell,” 


shams. Clark Braden is the most colossal, 


the most gigantic, Jumbo of a liar I ever 


heard speak. He has taken the premium, 


the bakery is his. But after all it might 
be well to thank the ‘‘reverend”’ gentle- 
man (?) for the negativ good he has done 


the cause of Freethought in this debate, 


for to my mind the cause has been im- 
mensely benefited by the discussion, even 
though the “reverend” professor and 
‘‘master of arts” did read his composition 
That was his 
method of debating—he came on the stage 
Charles- 
worth did not read a composition, but 
affirmed and declaimed the grand doctrins 
of Secularism with a precision and accuracy 
that at once showed the proficiency of a 
I do not think the people of 
Seattle can ever pay the debt of positiv 
good and positiv gratitude they owe to 
I say to the Liberals 
throughout the land, from the Atlantic to 
the Pacific, all over the world, that Mr. 
John R. Charlesworth is one of the best 
His exposition of 
modern Secularism—or modern thought if 
He is radical, re- 
fined, and refreshing. Employ him when- 
ever possible to down the monster Super- 

(Let there be more scientific 
Drive away the clouds of priest- 


direct from manuscript. 


and read a composition. Mr. 


master. 


Mr. Charleswo: th. 


advocates we hav. 


you like—is superlativ. 


stition. 
light! 
craft!) - And, last but not least, treat him 
well, and he will do you good. 
For Universal Mental Liberty, 
Cuas. F. BLACKBURN. 


On the Proper Rearing of Children, and 
ther Topics. 
INDEPENDENOE, CAL., Feb. 4, 1893, 

Mr. Epitor: I am a subscriber to Tun 
TRUTH SEEKER, and made personal ac- 
quaintance with Mr. Putnam during his 
sojourn here last fall, and I must say, asa 
great many others do, that it was a treat 
never to be forgotten. I am sorry that 
this valley is so isolated from the outside 
world, which necessarily prevents a man 
like Mr. Putnam from being with us very 
often. But I believe that during the short 
time that he was here he did more in put- 
ting people to thinking for themselvs than 
all the preacher’s prayers will avail in ask- 
ing God to let them (the preachers) think 
for them, for the next ten years. 

There are a good many whole-souled 
Liberals here, but several are hypocrits. 
Some, through policy’s sake, cater to 
the demands of Christ’s pets; while others 
go to church for the same reason that 
most preachers go for—that is, the com- 
pany of pretty women—only the preachers 
fare better, for they draw a salary and all 
that foolish people are willing to giv them. 
So far as my individual self is concerned, 
I hav given my last mite to the cause of 
religion; for I consider an intelligent 
minister of the gospel as much of an im- 
postor as the Jews did J. Christ, and 
those that are not intelligent are more to 
be pitied than blamed. They are super- 
stitions fanatics, and the people ought not 
to trust in God as to whatharm they might 
accomplish, but take them in charge as 
the law requires and place them where 
other insane persons are kept. If God 
will not take care of such fanatics man- 
kind ought to, because I never heard of 
God interceding in behalf of preachers 
and preventing them from comwitting 
crime, so that they would not be subject 
to the punishments inflicted by man. 

I hay a family with two girls, eleven 
and thirteen, and would sooner any time 


What do you think of 
them? Here is what I think: It should be 
considered an honor to beslandered bysuch 
a ‘f fellow,” and I hope to meet better men 
I would prefer a ‘‘hell” 
of honest men to a paradise of angelic 


be a laughing-stock of all the boys. 
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giv them twenty-five cents to go fishing 
on Sunday than one nickel to go to 
Sunday-school and giv the heathen. The 
Sunday recreation givs them physical 
strength and better prepares them for 
their week’s school, whereas the Sunday- 
school fills their heads so full of non- 
sensical hobgoblin myths that Jesus 
and their geography are liable to get mixed, 
so that they wouldn’t know whether Chi- 
cago was in heaven, or hell was in New 
York city. Great heavens! why don’t the 
religious people buy some bankrupt 
country and manufacture saints to order? 
Transfer all the heathen to it. It would 
certainly be cheaper. Then the corpora- 
tions that control the system of the con- 
version of heathen could utilize them as 
slaves and get a profit from them. It 
would then be immaterial to those whose 
cries are for a place in heaven for the 
poor heathen whether they got to heaven 
or not, for they do not work for the souls 
of heathen near so much as they do for 
their own stomach’s sake. I never heard 
from heaven and do not know whether 
Chinese, Africans, Indians, and Anglo- 
Saxons all change the color of skin and all 
become one color, and whether that color 
will be white, black, yellow, or red. I 
fancy what a general ‘‘ kick” there would 
be if the negro retains his color and odor 
and some rabid old Democrat, who 
wouldn’t hav anything to do with an 
African only to get his vote on election 
day in this world, was to be called to 
Abraham’s bosom at the same time. 


Irather think that old Abe of biblical 
fame would hay as much trouble or hir 
hands in keeping peace as Uncle Abe of 
our late war had in the same cause; 
human nature being selfish, which shows 
out plainer in religion than in any other 
thing, for no sectarian organization giv 
entrance into heaven only through their 
own gates, and would sooner see people 
burnt at the stake than hay them try to 
enter heaven from any other direction 
than their own. No doubt the same sys- 


tem would prevail in heaven that did in 


the South before the war, and in the times 
of the Bible and histories too numerous 
to mention; and perhaps not being able 
to decide which race should predominate, 
God, the devil, Abraham, and the Ghosts 
would make servants out of all of them. 
That seems to hav been their principal 
business, making slaves out of all that 
were subduable, killing off the balance for 
not being obedient, and it seems to me that 
by force of habit they are likely to con- 
tinue, and they will move heaven and hell, 
or else move the walls of heaven to some 
inland place aud move hell-fire to where 
no one can bother their Sunday. I worked 
all day to try and get a roof on my stable 
in order to keep my cow and horse from 
the inclemency of the weather, but the in- 
clemency of the weather got here first. 
The result was that we four animals got 
the worst of it. The cow, calf, and horse 
got baptized for about thirty-six hours— 
worse than a Baptist immersion—and I 
was taken sick that night with a severe 
chill which lasted about two hours. All 
alone, my folks being absent, I could not 
send for a doctor until daylight ap- 
proached, I did not pray for daylight, for 
I learned in my young days that I never 
did get what I prayed for. IfI wanted 
skates, I would perhaps get a Rollo book; 
and if I prayed for a nice painted sled on 
Christmas, I would hav to be satisfied with 
a rough board affair, which I would hay 
to either build myself or bother an older 
brother to make for me—no iron on the 
bottom, and perhaps the grain of the run- 
ners running in the wrong direction, it 
sliding about as well up hill as down, 
myself and sled both an object of ridicule 
by the more fortunate ones whose parents 
had money to pay for more beautiful 
coasters and did not hav to pray to God for 
them. So far as not being able to provide 
the luxuries I most desired, I blame no 
one. But Ido blame my parents a little 
bit, who lived their whole lives in the 
Methodist Episcopal church—and many a 
hard-earned penny went for. its support— 
for deceiving me at that early age into 
exerting myself to my utmost in my infant 
endeavors to hay desires fulfilled—never 
going into anything more extravagant 
than a nice red sled, so that I would not 
Of 


course other boys fared worse than I did, 
not even getting a rough board sled, and 
when asked where their sled was saying that 
they wouldn’t hav & sled ; but you could 
see them trading all of their surplus gum, 
candy, raisins, and marbles, and one-half 
interest in all of their walnuts, hickory 
and hazel nuts, to get a few rides down 
hill, maybe yielding up their last slate pen- 
cil, and going and telling their parents that 
some big boy took it from them, and get- 
ting boxed on theirears. Why don’t par- 
ents tell their children the whysand where- 
fores and reasons that they can’t hay 
certain things, and not force them to lose 
confidence in their parents for deceiving 
them, telling them to pray to God for 
health, that is prayed for and never 
comes—pray for things that we could not 
keep from coming if we wanted to, and 
not one prayer granted in a billion that 
anyone knows of? This is my prayer: 
Rain-clouds that are up on high, 

Pour out thy contents on earth when dry, 
That all creation and every nation 

Will produce subsistence bountifully. 

We do not beg our daily bread, 

But desire our health to gain it; 
We do not wish to sin against, 
Nor hav others sin against us. 
lf temptation lurks in the path of right, 
Crush it as you would an adder, 

For that will giv us power and glory 

For ever and everybody! Hurrah! 

Not quite so poetical as the popular 
Lord’s prayer, but will hav just as much 
force. Neither is it much on the rhythmical 
order. 

No, fellow-sinners, I did not pray, send 
for any preacher or Christian Scientist, but 
lay all night with a burning fever, my 
breath as hot as the smoke of hades, and I 
did not see any devil with a hand-blast 
either, counting away the dragging 
hours, sleepless, my body full of pain. 
Then, when morning came, the first in- 
dividual I saw I invited to go for a 
doctor as soon as God would let him. 
God did not interfere with the messenger’s 
speed, and the dispenser of pills was on 
time. After taking his medicin I was 
recommended to sit by the fire and sweat. 
Iwon’t be as selfish as the few who hav lo- 
cated all the available space in heaven, but if 
anyone gets left out in the cold I giv them a 
special invitation to come down where we 
hay fires, for I find fires are useful as well 
as comfortable. I followed the doctor’s 
advice, and read all of Tan TRUT SEEKERS 
that had accumulated for six weeks, during 
au absence in San Francisco and other 
places on the west side of the Sierra 
Nevada mountains, and believe that I am 
doing as well as though I had put in my 
time praying to ——. 

The doctor himself is somewhat Liberal 
in religion. Of course, if you ever hav 
any dealings with doctors and lawyers you 
know their prices vary as much as the 
different church creeds, or the preachers 
on the Bible, only when you fee a lawyer 
or doctor you know what you get or don’t 
get for the fee, but when you fee a 
preacher you don’t get anything visible 
for the outlay. 

The doctor’s wife is also a practicing 
physician but a rabid church-member. 
They were divorced a short time ago—too 
much religion on one side and not enough 
ontheother. She isa pretty smart woman, 
but I know that the old man has to be 
called in when the case is unusual. He 
trustsin his own exertionsand what science 
has developed, and she trusts too much in 
Jesus. Science will get away with Jesus 

et. 

j It is funny that Jesus (great physician 
that he was), powerful to accomplish any- 
thing beyond the knowledge of man and 
the discoveries made by scientific investiga- 
tions, should humiliate his advance agents 
so much as to permit another, who wor- 
shipsno other spirits but an occasional glass 
from behind the bar, to come and com- 
plete a job that the agent and Christ both 
could not get away with. I know how it 
was with me when I was learning my 
trade. I would be working on a job that I 
was not doing just up to the standard and 
the boss would snatch the work from me and 
proceed to finish it up. I felt mad, and 
it was only his size that kept my mouth 
shut—he weighed two hundred and sixty 
pounds, I weighed one hundred and forty 
pounds—too much “‘ heft’’ against science 
there, as well as religion and the World’s 
Fair. Wa. F, Maruack. 
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@hildren’s Gorner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wreon, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communica- 
tions for this Corner should be sent. 


“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day’s occupations | 
That is known as the Children’s Hour.” 


Futch Lullaby. 


Wynken, Blynken, and Nod one night 
Sailed off in a wooden shoe— 
Sailed on a river of crystal light, 
Into a sea of dew; 
“ Where are you going, and what do you wish?’ 
The old moon asked the three; 
“We hav come to fish for the herring-fish 
That liv ən this beautiful sea; 
Nets of silver and gold hav we!” 
Said Wynken, 
Blynken, 
And Nod. 


The old moon laughed and sang a song, 
As they rocked in the wooden shoe, 
And the wind that sped them all night long 
Ruffled the waves of dew. 
The little stars were the herring-fish 
That lived in the beautiful sea; 
“Now cast your nets wherever you wish— 
Never afeared are we;” 
So cried the stars to the fishermen three; 
Wynken, 
Blynken, 
And Nod. 


All night long their nets they threw 
To the stars in the twinkling foam— 
Then down from the skies came the wooden 
shoe, 
Bringing the fishermen home; 
Twas all so pretty a sail it seemed 
As if it could not be, 
And some folks thought ‘twas a dream they 
dreamed 
Of sailing that beautiful sea; 
But I shall name you the fishermen three; 
Wynken, 
Blynkenx, 
And Nod. 


Wynken and Blynken are two little eyes, 
And Nod is a little head. 
And the wooden shoe that sailed the skies 
Is a wee one’s trundle-bed. 
So shut your eyes while mother sings 
Of wonderful sights that be, 
And you shall see the beautiful things 
As you rock in the misty sea 
Where the old shoe rocked the fishermen 


three Wynken, 

Blynken, 

And Nod. 
—Eugene Field. 


The Cliff-Dwellers. 


When North America was discovered the 
European people called it the New World, 
thinking they had found a country in 
which man did not exist; or, at least, not 
civilized man; but they did not then know 
of the cliff-dwellers, the remains of whose 
habitations indicate that they possessed 
about the same degree of civilization as 
was possessed by the Europeans of the 
same centuries. l 

When the mounds of the mound- 
builders were discovered they were 
thought to be the greatest works of the 
primitiv man in America, but their works 
and relics fade away into insignificance 
before the grandeur of tbe works left by 
the cliff-dwellers, p 

Among the ruins of the cliff-dwellers is 
found one building about the size of the 
Patent Office at Washington—its ground 
measurement being four hundred and 
twenty-five by eighty feet. The building 
was four stories high and contained five 
hundred rooms, or room enough for the 
acenrmmodation of about one thousand 
people. Such massiv remaios show that 
the cliff-dwellers were once a very 
numerous and powerful people, for 
otherwise they would never hav under- 
taken and been able to erect such a massiv 
building. 

The principal ruins of the cliff-dwellers 
are found in the mountainous regions of 
southern Colorado and northern New 
Mexico and Arizona. The area in which 
the ruins are found is several thousand 
miles in extent. 

The ruins hay but recently beeu found, 
as the country in which they are lecated 
is a wild and desolate place, which, until 
recently, was never explored by the white 
men, which fact accounts for our very 
meager knowledge of this once powerful 
.race which erewhile flourished, but is 
now an almost forgotten race. 

The dwellings of the cliff-dwellers are 
built in caves, which hav bcen hollowed 
out in the side of the cliff by themselvs or 


nature—no one can now tell which. The 
dwellings, as a rule, are built about one 
hundred feet from the top of the cliff, 
which would seem to indicate that they, 
and not nature, had hollowed out the 
caves in which their dwellings were built. 

How they reached their dwellings is 
also a disputed question—some explorers 
claim they descended from above, while 
others claim they ascended from below; 
the ruins are at present inaccessible from 
either position, without the aid of ropes, 
hooks, and ladders. : 

The houses were built of blocks of sand- 
stone, stuck together by a mortar made of 
mud; the inside of the walls are plastered 
with some white substance resembling 
chalk. The floors of the second stories 
are of red cedar covered with the same 
white substance as the walls. 

In the ruins of the dwellings are found 
remains of their cooking utensils, imple- 
ments of war, the products of their looms, 
their pipes, and strings of beads evidently 
worn by the belles of these people—it 
seems that in most of the early races 
the women folks always tried by orna- 
ments to improve on their appearance and 
were probably a little vain, just as the 
women of to-day are. These people it 
would seem were the most advanced in 
the art of weaving, for some of their cloth 
which was found in ruins is soft and pliable 
and is smooth and carefully woven. The 
cloth made by them compares very favor- 
ably with the cloth made by our grand- 
mothers. They were skilled in the art of 
making pottery. A number of pieces hav 
been found which are painted in a num- 
ber of different colors, and some pieces are 
found which hav the ornamented work 
raised. Their implements of war, of 
which a goodly number hav been found, 
would indicate that they, no less than their 
Christian brothers, indulged in the Chris- 
tian pastime of killing their neighbors and 
destroying their homes. A further evi- 
dence of their warlike character is shown 
by the fact that most of their houses con- 
tain portholes. Brave indeed must hav 


' been the enemy who dared to attack these 


people in their strongholds, which were 
situated so advantageously for defense. 

The cliff-dwellers were evidently an ag- 
ricultural people, as remains are found of 
reservoirs and irrigating ditches, from 
which they obtained the water to irrigate 
their crops. That they raised corn is 
known from the fact that corncobs are 
found among the ruins of nearly all the 
houses. They are also supposed to hav 
known the art of bread-baking, as large 
ovens are found near most of the houses. 

The mummies which hav been found 
show that the cliff-dwellers were a rather 
large and athletic people, closely resem- 
bling the red men of to-day. The number 
of years since their dwellings were inhab- 
ited is variously estimated from five hun- 
dred to one thousand years; in either 
event they all perished from some un- 
known cause many years before the 
advent of the Europeans. 

Wim L. Pau, 
Denver, Col., Feb. 3, 1893. 


i 
Correspondence. 


Feb. 20, 1893. 
Drar Miss Wrxon: This is the first let- 
ter of mine to the Corner. I am nine 
years old. Igo to school. I study read- 
ing, spelling, physiology, and arithmetic. 
Papa takes Tan TRUTH SEEKER and I like 
to read the Children’s Corner. If- this 
escapes the waste-basket I will write again. 

I will close for this time. 
From your Liberal friend, 
MAGGIE Locusaum. 


[We hope to hear from Maggie again. 
She must take pains with her spelling and 
punctuation.—Ep. C. C.] 


Vera Cruz, Mo., Feb. 17, 1893. 

Frino Miss Wrox: This is my first 
letter to the Corner. And I hope it will 
not be the last. I want to correspond 
with my friends who write to this Corner. 
I hav been reading some of their letters, 
and thought I would write a few lines 
to-day. While I was at a Baptist revival 
Iwas disgusted, and still felt sorry for 
some of them. They would roll around 
like a horse with the colic, and some were 
hauled home like a dead hog, almost in- 
sensible. Ithink preachers that will ex- 
cite people’s minds in that way ought to 
be put in jail, or made to quit preaching 
such nonsense to the people. I hope to 
liv to help enlighten the minds of the 


people and get that superstition out of 
their minds of an imaginary God and devil. 
I will close for this time. 
Your Liberal friend, ©. B. Davis. 
[A very sensible letter. Our friend adds 
strength to the Liberal cause.—Ep. C. C.] 


CuzoneE, Car., Feb. 15, 1893. 
Dzar Miss Wrxon: Seeing my letter in 
print gave me courage to write again. I 
will tell you about the storm we had here. 
It demolished a church and threw one off 
its foundation, leaving the saloons un- 
harmed, That shows how much their 
God cares for their church. A friend 
gave me a book at Christmas, called ‘“Rock 
of Ages.” I suppose she was trying to 
convert me, but I am beyond conversion, 
and always intend to be. There are some 
people I know that are Liberals and are 
afraid to say so, but I’m not, There 
wasa woman taken from a neighboring 
village to an insane asylum. Sbe became 
insane over religion. She was always 
speaking of ascending to heaven. I will 
close now, as I’m afraid I’ll take up too 
much space and will tire you with my 
letter. I remain, 
A friend of Tam TRUTH Serxnr, 
OLGA FRITSOHE. 
P.S.—If some of the boys and girls 
will write to me, I will answer. O. F. 
Monom, Ind., Feb. 17, 1893. 
Miss Susan H: Wrxon, Hsteemed 
Friend: This evening finds me pen in 
hand endeavoring to pen you a few lines. 
I am still interested in the cause of 
freedom from superstition. I am living 
in the city of Muncie at present. 
Muncie is a thriving young city. The 
ovly trouble I can see is, it is like mavy 
other placesin having too many churches. 
I hav been in Muncie six months, and I 
ean truthfully say I hav been inside of 
but one church since I hav been here, and 
I went there through curiosity, not for the 
love of the churches or their people. 
Muncie is awake to Freethought, but the 
people are afraid to open their mouths, 
My cousin, J. E. Remsburg, is to giv a 
lecture at Daleville, March 6th. I would 
like to attend, but do not know whether I 
can or not. 
Papa is going to move to Muncie as 


.soon as he can sell out at home. 


Well, as time is precious, since I am 
away trom home, I will hav to close. 
Wishing you ever so much success, I re- 
main, Your Freethinkivg Friend, 

Rosa REMSBURG. 
Sucar Run, Warren Co., PA., 
. Feb. 16, 1893. 

Drar Miss WIXON AND YounG FOLKS OF 
THE Corner: It has been a long time 
indeed since my name has appeared in the 
Corner, but I hav not by any means for- 
gotten the same. I never fail to read all 
communications and articles in this depart- 
ment. Sister Fanny has written a number 
of letters to the Corner, but for some 
reason or other has not felt inclined to 
write any lately. We were speaking about 
this last evening, and I told her I thought 
we should renew our acquaintance with 
the Corner and friends by a letter now 
and then, as perhaps others were enter- 
tained by our letters as we are with those 
we read of others. 

I hav not noticed any mention lately 
among the Cornerites concerning the 
Columbian Exposition. Ipresume though, 
nevertheless, each is making every calcula- 
tion on being there, It will be a grand 
educator. This will be one chance in a 
lifetime perhaps, for many, and ought to 
be made the most of by those who are 
fortunate enough toattend. Here, instead 
of having to start out and travel the world 
over in order to become acquainted with 
that which we desire to see, allis to be 
brought to us. It will surely be a dazzling 
sight to those of us who hav never had 
such a scene presented to our eyes before. 
I attended the Exposition of 1876, held in 
Philadelphia, but was too small to derive 
any benefit from it. But I intend to go to 
this great Exposition, see all there is to 
be seen, and derive knowledge therefrom. 
Boys and girls, one and all, make up your 
minds to attend this great Exposition, 
and let us go with the intention of learning 
all that we can. ; 

Below us two miles and a half, at the 
little village of Kinzua, quite an excite- 
ment has prevailed for the last week owing 
to the appearance of one whom they call 
“the cowboy evangelist.” A friend of 
mine who has heard him tells me that he 
has given the town a regular stirring-up. 
In his talks to the people he deplored the 
morals of the town, gave the preachers ad- 
vice, and endeavored to stimulate the 
people to think a littlefor themselvs. The 
Methodist divine, hearing he had a 
crowded house each night, and seeming 
to hav fears for the ideas he might 
introduce, denounced him all the way 
around, and among other hard names, 
called him a ‘‘tramp.” This the cowboy 
did not like. The next night after he 
heard he had been called this by the rev- 
erend gentleman he referred to it during 
his lecture, saying: ‘‘Iam not a tramp. 


I hay never been given this name before. 
I hav a wife and children in the West and 
I support them well and honestly. Any 
man who cares to can write on to my town 
and find out all about me, and he will find 
nothing to my discredit. If that man 
[referring to the minister] repeats in my 
hearing what he has said of me I’ll take 
his scalp!” 

I did not like some of the language I 
was told he used, such as the last of the 
above, but I think he was sufficiently pro- 
voked. Surely he is not any more ofa 
tramp than most ministers. He asks no 
one to giv toward the collection raised 
after each lecture who is not amply 
able. He has devoted his evenings to 
lectures, and in the afternoon has ap- 
peared in Western costume, showing how 
they use the lasso—this mainly for the 
entertainment of the children. In this 
town I speak of they are church-poor. 
They hav a Methodist and an Episcopal 
church to support and are preparing to 
rebuild the Baptist edificé, which was 
burnt some time ago. All this in a town 
of some five hundred inhabitants. 

I would like very much to hay some 
good Liberal speaker come here again and 
giv the people something new to listen to. 
They hay been fed so long on the musty 
mouthings of eighteen hundred years ago 
that they hav no idea, it would seem, that 
anything of more recent date has been 
prepared for listening ears. They go to 
church to be popular, because their 
mothers and fathers did, and to hav some 
place to go, more than anything else, I 
think. I dare say no one of these church- 
goers has ever read the Bible through 
carefully. Had they, they might bring 
their reason to bear on the book and see 
that it was never written by any other 
than a designing, low people. 

My letter grows long, I see; I must 
bring it to a close. 

Miss Wixon and young folks of the 
Corner, accept my heartiest wishes for a 
bright and prosperous year. 

Mauve Montaau Morrison. 


[Thanks for interesting letter and re- 
newed interest in the Corner, which, we 
trust, will never be lost. It is an encour- 
aging fact to know that some of our 
brightest and stanchest young ladies and 
gentlemen hav grown up, as it were, in 
this Corner of Tue TRUTH Serxer.—Ep. 
c. 0] 
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“Write me no more fables, lest I.be a fool and 
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By R. B, Westbrook, D.D., LL.B, 
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CHRISTIAN JESUS. 
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Tyana, the great sage and philosopher of the first 
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A NEW BIBLE PICTURE-BOOK. 
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Comically Illustrated. 
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by 
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10 Epidemic Delusions. Marvin : 10 
11 Philosophy of Spiritualism, Marvin........ 
42 Tyndall’s Belfast Inaugural, and Portra 
18 Essavs on Miracles. David Hume... 
14 and Question. Charles Bradleugh . 


15 Were guon and Eve Our first Par 

Charles Bradlaugh.............-.eneesenree 
16 Why Do Men Starve? Charles Bradlaugh.. 
ig A Plea for Atheism. Charles Bradlaugh... 1 
19 Large or Small Families? A. Holyoake.. 
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Jf ews of the Week. 


Miss SADIE SPELMAN, of Freeport, Ill., 
has lain for a week in a trance into which 
she fell in the excitement of a revival. 
Her recovery is doubtful. 


Ar Cincinnati last Sunday a whole 
theatrical company was arrested for pre- 
suming to offer an entertainment in com- 
petition with the churches. 


At Caldwell, Tex., a cyclone demolished 
the Methodist church. In Mississippi a 
similar storm blew a cow a mile and 
hurled her into 4 church through the roof. 


Ar Berlin, Germany, Elise Bohndorff, a 
baker’s wife, murdered her ten-year old 
son in & fit of religious mania. She says, 
“ Evil spirits came and told me to do it, 
so I killed him.” 


PENNSYLVANIA has signified that it 
wishes to retain its Blue laws. On the 8th 
a bill legalizing the printing, sale, and de- 
livery of Sunday newspapers was reported 
negativly from a legislativ committee. 


Luienrrz, Germany, which has always 
been a stronghold of Freethought, has 
elected Herr Jungfer, the Freethinking 
candidate, by a vote of 12,000 against 
7,449 for the candidate of the anti-Semites. 


Txosz who disfavor annexation of Can- 
ada are crying to the annexationists that 
they are following a course which will 
with scarce a doubt ‘involve Great Britain 
and the United States in one of the 
bloodiest wars in their history.” 


In Ohio the elections are characterized 
by a rampant sectarian hostility between 
Catholics and Protestants. The latter hav 
a strong organization, the American Pro- 
tectiv Association, and are gaining the 
day. Sermons exposing Catholicism are 
numerously preached. l 


Rome is thronged with embassies from 
every part of the world to the pope’s jubi- 
lee. There are special missions not only 
from the Catholic sovereigns, but also 
from Protestant rulers such as Emperor 
William of Germany and Queen Vietoria, 
while the sultan of Turkey, the shah of 
Persia, the emperors of China and Japan, 
and a number of the maharajahs of India 
hav sent envoys with costly gifts. 


Oxz thing deterring the local directory 
of the World’s Fair from opening that ex- 
hibition with prayer is the difficulty of 
selecting a minister agreeable to all 
churches. Then, according to Director 
Lawrence, ‘‘prayers are not necessary.” 
“ We will open the Exposition,” said he, 
“just as a store or bank is opened for 
business, and nobody ever heard of a 
store being opened for business with 
prayer.” 


In Boston the annual report of the as- 
sessors shows that the total valuation of 
real property is nearly $1,100,000,000, of 
which $136,271,377 is exempt from taxa- 
tion. A petition has been presented be- 
fore the legislativ committee for the taxa- 
tion of church property. The statement 
of the assessors that the houses and land 
thus exempt represent a total of $14,757, - 
800 was the cause of this agitation, which 
is to come again before the house in a few 
days. 


TYNDALL, the famous scientist and cham- 
pion of Freethought, says of Home Rule 
and its leader Gladstone: ‘‘A great 
political party, submerging its own judg- 
ment, follows an aged and erring man far 
more abjectly than pious Catholics follow 
the pope of Rome. He has had his years 
of sanity; he has dug his Suez canal; he 
bas gone on to his Panama, but instead of 
wrecking himself upon the enterprise he 
is bent upon wrecking his country. An 
individual may go mad, but the wonder 
and amazement of the present situation is 
the faith-madnessofawholeparty. Argu- 
ment is lost upon them. History is value- 
less. Experience goes for naught.” 


A MontreEa dispatch says: ‘‘There are 
twenty thousand Orangemen in Canada 
who are activly, though secretly, prepar- 
ing to help their brethren in Ulster should 
the Irish Home Rule bill pass. Orange- 
men here thoroughly believe that trouble 
from Catholic tyranny will occur in Ire- 
land if the measure becomes law, and a 
prominent member of the Orange order in 
Quebec states that Orangemen are pre- 
pared to assist Ulster with money 
or with men if necessary. The different 
lodges all over the Dominion are in activ 
correspondence, and a large sum of money 
is already subscribed. Negotiations hav 
been opened with Australia, where there 
is a very large body of Ulster Protestants, 
and a contingent is promised from there 
to go to Ireland. One of the steamship 
companies here has been asked for rates for 
several thousand men. The Orange official 
who gave the information is employed on 
the Canadian Pacific railroad, and he sayr 
there are hundreds of men on thatror] 
eager to strike work and go to Ireland.” 
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GODS AND OTHER LECTURES. z k : y 
à Comprising The Gods, Humboldt, Thomas Paine, Individuality, Heretics and Heresies 
Paper, 53 cents; cloth, $1. 


GHOSTS AND OTHER LECTURES. 
Inciuding The Ghosts, Liberty of Man, Woman, and Child; The Declaration of Independ- 
ence, About Farming in Illinois, Speech Nominating James G Blaine for Presidenoy in 1876, 
The Grant Banquet, A Tribute to Rev. Alex. Clarke, The Past Rises Before Me Like a Dream 
and A Tribute to Ebon C. Ingersoll. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 


SOME MISTAKES OF MOSES. | A res Stoel The Polite i iv T 
tents: Mist oses, Free Schools, The Politicians, Man an oman, The 
Pontio negata: Som : Alistakes Wednesday, Thursday, He Made the Stars Also, Friday, Satur- 
day, Let us Make ‘Mon, Sunday, The Necessity for a Good Memory, The Garden, fhe Fall, 
Dampness, Bacchus and Babel, Pith in Filth, The Hebrews, The Plagues, The Flight, Confess 
ma k void, Inspired Slavery, Marriage, War, Religious Liberty, Conclusion. Paper, 50 cents: 
cloth, $1. 


INTERVIEWS ON TALMAGE. 
Being Six Interviews with the Famous Orator on Six Sermons by the Rev. T. DeWitt Tal 
mage, ofi Brooklyn, to which is added a Talmagian Catechism. Paper, 60 cents; cloth, $1.25 
cloth, gut, $1. 


PLANEM M: tb I ji] lof O. B. Reynolds, at M N.J. Th 
Argument by R. G. Ingersoll in the Trial of O. B. Reynolds, at Morristown, N. J. is is 
the greatest argument ever made in a case of this kind, and will be a model for the bar so long 
as the Christians use force to repress free speech. Its legal acumen is unsurpassed, its elo- 
quence never equaled in & trial for “blasphemy.” Wherever Christian Persecution is going 
on this argument should be freely circulated, read to the Christians, and expounded on every 
occasion. Paper, 25 cents; cloth, 50 cents. 


WHAT MUST WE DO TO BE SAVED? 
Analyzes the so-called gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, and devotes a chapter 
each to the Catholics, Episcopalians, Methodists, Presbyterians, Evangelical Alliance, and an- 
@ swers the question of the Christians as to what he proposes instead of Christianity—the relig- 
ion of sword and flame. Paper, 25 cents. 


THE GREAT INGERSOLL CONTROVERSY. 
The famous Christmas Sermon by Colonel] Ingersoll, the heated replies of the ministers. 
and Colonel Ingersoll’s rejoinders to the same. Paper, 25 cents. 


THOMAS PAINE’S VINDICATION. 
A Reply to the New York Observer’s Attack upon the Author-hero of the Revolution, by 
R. G. Ingersoll. _Paper, 15 cents. 


LIMIFATIONS OF TOLERATION. 
A Discussion between R. G. Ingersoll, Hon. Frederick R. Coudert, and Ex-Governor 
Stewart L. Woodford. Paper, 10 cents. ; 


ORTHODOXY. CIVIL RIGHTS SPEECH. 
A Lecture. Paper, 10 cents. With Speech of Hon. Frederick Douglass. 


OPENING SPEECH TO THE JURY: 
In the suit of the B. & M. Tel. Co. vs. W U. Tel. Co., 1886. 
CRIMES AGAINST CRIMINALS. F, 
Delivered Before the New York State Bar Association. Paper, 10 cents. 


LIFE. A Prose-Poem. In color, on board, gilt edges, 9x 13 (for mantel, wall, or easel), 50 cents 


LITHOGRAPH OF R. G. INGERSOLL. A LAY SERMON. 


22x 28 inches, heavy plats paper, 50 cents. On the Labor Question. Paper, 5 cents 
PHOTOGRAPH (CABINET) OF R. G. INGERSOLL, 50 cents. 
® se es * COLONEL INGERSOLL, WITH BABY BROWN. 
(A home picture.) 50 cents. 


PHOTOGRAPH (PANEL), 18 x 24 inches, $5. (IMPERIAL), 7} x 13 inches, $1.50. 
STAGE AND THE PULPIT. 


An Interview on their Comparative Merits, and Opinions on the Trial of the Chi-ago 
Anarshists, the Catholic Church, etc. Paper, 3 cents. 


DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE. INGERSOLL ON McGLYNN. 


Centennial Oration. Paper, 6 cents. Paper, 3 cents. 


INGERSOLL CATECHISED. Paper, 3 cents. BIBLE IDOLATRY. 
THE TRUTH OF HISTORY. 


Comments on the assertion by an evangelist that Colonel Ingersoll had become a Christian 
had aan that Thomas Paine recanted, and that his own children had joined the church 
aper, 8 cents. 


INGERSOLL’S ADDRESS BEFORE THE NEW YORK UNITARIAN CLUB. 
_ The lecture is a grand one, and was receivel by the club with continuous applause from 
beginning to end, which speaks well for the Unitarians. The pamphlet contains 12 pages, 
beautifully printed. Price, 6 cents; ten copies, 50 cents. 


MEMORIAL ORATION ON ROSCO. CONKLING. 
i Delivered before the New York legislature May 9, 1888. Price, 75 cents. 


GOD IN THE JGNSTITUTION. 


One of the best papers Colonel Ingersoll ever wrote. 
author. Price,10cents. Twelve copies for $1. 


INGERSOLL’S GRE iT ADDRESS ON THOMAS PAINE, 


At the Paine celebration in New York city in 1892. Price, 6 cents; ten copies for 60'cents. 


INGERSOLL’S LECTURES IN ONE VOLUME. 
... CONTENTS.—The Gods; Humboldt; Individuality; Thomas Paine; Heretics and Here- 
a Siess The Ghosts; The Liberty of Ma^, Woman, and Child; The Centennial Oration, or Decla- 
ration of Independence, July 4, 1876; What I Know About Farming in Illinois; Spee sh at Cin- 
cianati in 1876, nominating James G. Blaine for the Presidency; The PastRises Before Me, 
or, Vision of War, an extract from a Speech made at the Soldiers’ and Sailors’ R-uaion 
at Indianapolis, Ind., Sept. 21, 1876; A Tribute to Ebon C, Ingersoll; The Grant Banquet; 
Crimes Against Criminals; Tribute to the Rev. Alexander Clarke; Some Mistakes of Moses; 
What Mu-t We Do to be Saved? Six Interviews with Robert G. Ingersoll on Six Sermons by 
the Rev. T. De Witt Talmage, D.D.; to which is added a Talmagian Catechism, and Fou” 
Prefaces, which contain soms of Mr. Ingersoll’s wittiest and brightest sayings. 
This volume has the greatest popularity, is beautifully bound in half calf or half moroce: 
mottled edges, 1,357 pages, good paper, large type, post 8vo. Price, postpaid, $5. 
SIBERI IN LITERATURE, 9 . 
estimonial to Walt Whitman. “Let us put wreaths on the brows of the living.” An Ad 
dress delivered in Philadelphia, Oct. 21, 1890, with portrait of Whitman: Containing alse 
COLONEL INGERSOLDL’S ADDRESS A'T THE FUNERAL OF WALT WHITs 
MIAN, at Harleigh, Camden, N. J., March 30, 1892. Paper, 25 cents; cloth, 50 cents. 


PROSE-POEMS AND SELECTIONS. 


Fifth edition, enlarged and revised. A handsome quarto. containing 333 pages. This is. 
beyond question, the cheapest and most elegant volume in Liberal literature. Tts mechanical 
finish is worthy of its intrinsic excellence. No expense has been spared to make it the thing o” 
beauty it is. The type is large and clear, the paper heavy, highly calendered, and richly tintet 
the presswork faultless, and the binding as perfect as the best materials and skill can make i 

As to the contents, it is enough to say that they iaclude all of the choicest utterances @ 
the greatest writer on the topics treated that has ever lived. 

Those who have not the good fortune to own all of Mr. Ingersoll’s published works, wili 
have in this book of selections many bright samples of his lo thy thought, his matchless elo- 
quence, his wonderful imagery, and his epigrammatic and pocticpower. The collection in- 
cludes allof the “ Tributes ” that have become famous in literature—notably those to his brothec 


Paper, 16 cents 


. 


Paper, 10 cents. 


Paper, 3 cents. 


In paper cover with likeness of 


. C. Ingersoll, Lincola, Grant, Beecher, Conkling, Courtlandt M. Palmer, Mar Fiske, Elizur 
Wright: his peerless monographs on “The Vision of War,” Love, Liberty, Art and Morality, 
Science, Nature, The Imagination, Decoration Day Oration, What is Poetry, Music of Wagner, 
Origin and Destiny, “Leaves of Grass,” and on the great heroes of intellectual Liberty. Be- 
sides these are innumerable gems taken hereand there from the orations, speeches, arguments, 
toasts, lectures, letters, interviews, and day by day conversations of the author. 3 

‘The took is designed for, and will be accepted by, admiring friends as a rare personal 
souvenir. To helpit serve this purpose, a fine steel portrait, with autograph fac-simile, has 
peen prepared especially for it. In the more elegant styles of binding itis eminently suited 
for presentation purposes, for any season or occasion. 

if Leeper) cloth, beveled boards, gilt palate $2.50; in half STOO: gilt edges, $5; in half 
calf, mottled ‘edges, library style, $4.50; in fu urkey morocco, gilt, exquisitely fine. $7.50: 
in full tree calf, highest possible finish, $9 5 z aaron TAG TBO 


- Any of the above sent to any address, by express, prepaid, or mail, post free, 
on receipt of price, Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette PI., New York. 
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- {Superstition in All Ages, 


GOVERNMENT ANALYZED. 


Contents: 
Political Terms; Various Forms of Government; 
General Principles of Government; Functions 


BY JBAN MPESLIBPR, 
A French 
Catholick (PR 
Priest,whot |p 


Derivations_and Definitions of 


of Government; Origin of Government; Declara- 
tion of Independence: Articles of Confederation; 
Detects of the Confederation; Formation of the 
States; Taxation; 


ES === f | Constitution of the United 

renounced Ẹ \he Tariff for Hey Wars Punishments, ve 
PP riage; Religion; Prohibition; Money; at a 

Christian- Ẹ Government Should Be. , , 
ityand Exe Those who know Col. Kelso’s keen analytical 
power, as shown in his “Bible Analyzed” and 
posed the “ Deity Analyzed,” will realize that. in “ Govern- 
ment Analyzed” they will hav the bedrock of 
Faiseness human authority_exposed, and will learn what 
government is. Whether they will agree with 
of that Re- his statement of what government is depends 

: upon whether they lean to Socialistic or Anarch- 
figion and istic philosophy. But at all events everyone can 
the object learn something from this hook. 

e ovj Price, $150. Sold by THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
of the 28 Lafayette place, New York City. 
Pr esta ; . ` 
cer, 69 $ 
cents; 


Priest and Marn. 
A NOVEL, 


By FREDERIKA MACDONALD, 
Author of the “Iliad of the East,” otc., eto. 


An independent and respectable study of char 
acter in the law of circumstance such as ever 
George Eliot might not have been ashamed to 
own as her first novel. . . more vigorous 
resentment of the mischievous nature of modern 

hristianity, in its most honest and consistent 
form, need not be desired.—_{Westminster Review. 


loth, $3. | 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OOMPANY. 


COSMIAN HYMN-BOOK. 


PEE, 


A COLLECTION OF 


ORIGINAL AND SELECTED HYMNS 


FOR 
Liberal and Ethical Societies, 
for Schools and 
the Home. 
` —With Music Written to All the Songs.— 


Comeran BY L. K. WASHBURN. 
Price, $1.50, For sale at THIS ORBTICR, 


1 Yol., extra cloth, beveled, 121m0, 400 pp., $1.00. 
A Adress TAR TRUTH SEERER 


THE CASE AGAINST THE CHURCH, 
A SUMMARY OF 
ARGUMENTS AGAINST CHRISTIANITY. 


Prina. sloth. An'aenta 


BOOKS 


SALADIN 


_ (W. STEWART ROSS), 


Editor of the 


Le ONDON AGNOSTIC JOURNAL.) 


GOD AND HIS BOOK: 


When h read this book Colonel Ingersoll wrote to the author: ‘‘ You have earned the 
thanks of, al wee really think.” Itisa work of vast, research, of sound cea ot caustic 
humor, of sledgehammer vehemence, of scathing satire, of pathos and eloquence. Itis one of 
the heaviest iconoclastic broadsides ever fired at the Jewish God and the Bible. woe oe 
Cloth, gold letters, $1.25. | 


WOMAN: HER GLORY, HER SHAME, AND HER GOD. 


The Rev. Archdeacon Farrar said that * Christianity elevated the woman; it shrouded 
as with a halo of sacred innocence the tender years of the child.” The object of Saladin’s work 
is toshow the archdeacon his error,and he has succeeded. An English writer said of it: 
“ This certainly is one of the most marvelous books ever issued from the press. The authori- 
ties cited are unquestionable. and the result is convincing. 

In two volumes, cloth, gilt lettered, $2.50. e 


DID JESUS RISE FROM THE DEAD? 


The evidence for the r: surrection is in this book carefully considered, and found want- 
ing. It ought to convince every Christian of the untruthfulness of this alleged miracle, for 
it is c-rtainly one of the best essays ever written on the subject. . 

In paper, 25 cents. 


CHRISTIANITY AND THE SLAVE TRADE. 


A condensation of the known facts upon this subject, proving that Christianity did not 
abolish but aided this infamous traffic in human beings. To which are added such comments 
as only Saladin can make. In paper, 30 cents. À: 


THE TRANSITION. 


A consideration of the antagonism of the, Bible and science, and of the question whether 
the veiled or allegorical portions of the Christian Bible can be interpreted by modern science. 
In paper, 20 cents. F 


ROSES AND RUE. 


Being Random Notes and Sketches. fome of its subjects are: A Last Interview with a 
Man of Genius; An Essay on Stirpiculture; Asceticism and Superstition; Capital Punishment; 
Poverty; Godin the Constitution; Bruno; Gods; Witchcraft, etc. This may be called Sala- 
din’s own book, for itis poetry in prose, and is one of the books that lovers of strong literature 
like to read again aad again. In cloth, gold- andsilver-iettered, $1.50. 


LAYS OF ROMANCE. 


This book reminds one of Sir Walter Scott, being romantic, historic verse, aglow in every 
page with the energy of a true and bigh poetic genius. 
Cloth, gold-lettered, 75 cents. 


ISAURE and OTHER POEMS. 


The title poem is a story of intense passion, touchingly told. The other twenty poems 
are fresh, fragrant, thoughtful, and every verse reveals the thinker, observer, and reformer. 
Every page glows with passion and throbs with lite. 

loth, gold-lettered, 75 cents. 


A FEARFUL FLOGGING. 


By one who endured it. Based upon a manuscript in the possession of Baladin 
n paper, 10 cents. £ 


THE AGONIES OF HANGING. 


Studies in Psychology. By one who was cut down from the gallows. Printed from manu.-. 
script in the hands of Saladin. In paper, 10 cents. 


WHIRLWIND SOWN and REAPED. 


A short story of clerical crime and villainy founded on fact. Of this book the Open Court 
said: “This moval” will command the same. or more, interest than Helen Gardener's story, * Is 
This Your Son, My Lord?” In paper, 25 cents. 


THE CONFESSIONAL. 


Being an exposure of that infamous religious rite. Contents: Licentiousness- of the Pre- 
Reformation Church; Lechery of the Confessional; The Priest in Absolution; Confessions of 
the Escaped Nun; Extracts from Dens and Liguori; Examination of the Church’s Claim to 
have Fostered Learning; Her Atte, pts at Continency even more Ruinous than Her Self- 
Indulgence; The Relative Criminal Statistics of Catholicism and Protestantism. 


N paper, 25 cents. y 
E Bor all of thezo works address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 38 Lafayette Place, New York. | 
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GEMS OF FREETHOUGHT. 


The Myth of the Great Deluge. B 
James M. McCann. 15 cents. Ten copies, $1. It 
is the most complete and overwhelming refuta- 
tion of the Bible Story of the Deluge that [have 
ever read.—B, F. Underwood. To read ix is to 
be astonished at the possibilities of religious 
credulity._T. B. Wakeman. Mr. McCann’s dy- 
namite bomb has blown the fallacy to atoms.— 
A.B. Bradford. It ought to meet with avery 
iarge sale.—C. P. Farrell. 


The Evolution of the Devil. By Henr 
Frank,the independent preacher of New Yor 
city.. The most learned, accurate, scientific, 

and philosophical analysis of his satanic maj- 

esty ever published. The book contains 66 

pages, is beautifully bound, with likeness of 

author on title-page. Price, 25 cents; five 
copies for $1. 


Ingersoll’s Address before the New York 
Unitarian Club. The first time in the 
history of the world that a Christian associa- 
tion ever invited a noted Infidel to lecture 
before them. The lecture isa grand one, and 
was received by the club with continuous ap- 
plause from beginning to end. The pam- 

hlet contains 12 pages, beautifully printed. 
rice, 6 cents; ten copies, 50 cents. 


Memorial Oration by Colonel Ingersoli 
on Roscoe Conkling. Delivered before 


the New York legislature May 9, 1888. Price, 4 


cents. 

Dwight L. Moody. An interview by Susan 
H. Wixon. Price, 5 cents. Ten copies for_30 
cents. — 

God in the Constitution. By Robert G. 
Ingersoll. One of the best papers Colonel In- 


gersoll ever wrote. In paper cover with likeness 
of author. Price, 10 cents. Twelve copies for $1. 


What Would Follow the Effacement of 
Christianity By George Jacob Holy- 
oake. This is a most valuable contribution, to 
Freethought literature. Bound in paper with 
good likenessof author. Price, 10cents. Twelve 
copies for $1. 

Life and Career of Charles Bradlaugh. 
By George Jacob Holyoake. With good likeness 
of. Mr. Bradlaugh. Price, 15 cents. Ten copies 
for $1. 

What Constitutes a Freethinker. By H. 
L. Green, editor of the Freethinker’s Magazine. 
A good missionary document. Price, 15 cents 
per dozen. , ‘ 


Ingersoll’s Great Address on Thomas 
Paine, at the late Paine celebration in 
New York city. Price, 6cents; ten copies for 
50 cents. 

Standing Up for Jesus; or what the ed- 

he Fri 


i eethinkers’ Magazine thinks of 
jtor Of tne 4 cents; twenty-five copies for 


50 cents. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
peaks) Tatavette place, New York. 


Roaring Lion on the Track. 


By M. BABCOCK. 


Agnostic Annua 


The 
w] 893a 


Edited by OHARLES A. WATTS. 


OONTÉNTS: 

The Moral Sanction, Leslie Stephen; Reverent 
Agnosticism, Amos Waters; The fother Nature: 
A Poem, Gerald Massey; Dogmatism in Theol- 
ogy, Alfred Momerie; Sermons on the Mount, 
Samuel Laing; The City of the Dead, W. Stewart 
Ross (Saladin); On the Duty of Honesty, in Our 
Convictions, ©. E. Plumptre; Scientific Religion, 

Bithell; The Blight of Superstition, Charles 
Watts; Anthropology and Orthodoxy, Edward 
QOlodd; The Disappearance of the Nether World 

. J. Gould; Religious, Ideas: Their Origin and 
Development, Frederick Millar; Signals with 
Mars: A Poem, G. H. Martin; Materialism and 
Idealism Harmonized, Lucian Armstrong. 


Price, 25 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Colonel Kelso’s Works. 


The Bible Analyzed. Cloth, octavo, 53: 
pages, $3. 

Deity Analyzed. Cloth, 12mo, $1.00. 
“he Real Blasphemers. Paper, 12mo, 
138 pages, 50c. 

Spiritualism Sustained.  Oloth, 12m, 
A5 pages, $1. 


Whiverse Akalyaed., $1- 


Essay on Miracles. 
“ By DAVID HUME, 
Pris > c e >» 30 ORR 


Gems of Ghought. 


I wouup rather die than be eternally 
tormented by the dread of losing my 
liberty upon the most trifling complaint. 
— Voltaire. 


Tue human body is a modified animal 
form; the soul of man is but an animal 
soul, raised by involution to a certain 
power.— Burmeister. : 


VOLTAIRE gave the best years of his 
wondrous life to succor the oppressed, 
to shield the defenseless, to reverse in- 
famous decrees, to rescue the innocent, to 
reform the laws of France, to do away 
with torture, to soften the hearts of priests, 
to enlighten judges, to instruct kings, to 
civilize the people, and to banish from 
the heart of man the love and lust of war. 
—Ingersoll, 


Maw has no absolnte superiority over 
the brute; all his advantages are more or 
less of 2 mere comparativ nature. There 
is no intellectual capacity which belongs 
solely and exclusivly to man; it is only 
the greater strength and the higher de- 
velopment of these capacities which giv 
him his great and marvelous superiority 
over the brute. But the reason why these 
capacities are greater and more developed 
in man. is to be sought partly in the 
higher and more perfect development of 
his organ of thought, and partly in the ab- 
solute change wrought in the conditions 
of life by his erect posture, in the differ- 
ent way in which he uses his fore-limbs, 
and in the fact of his possessing articulate 
speech. But just as it is possible to show 
in the physical development of the organ 
of thought an uninterruptéd scale of 
gradual development from the lowest ani- 
mal to the highest human being, so a 
similar ascent of psychical and mental 
properties in ever-rising development may 
be found in him. Neither morphology, 
nor chemistry, nor macroscopy, nor mi- 
croscopy is capable of discovering an es- 
sential difference between human and ani- 
mal brains; great though the differences 
may be, they are after all but differencés 
of degree.—Bichner. 


Tue history which I hav traced in the 
present chapter naturally leads to some 
reflections on the ultimate consequences 
of the Rationalistic method of investigation 
as distinguished from the system of co- 
ercion. The question, What is truth? has 
certainly no prospect of obtaining a 
speedy answer; but the question, What is 
the spirit of truth? may be discussed 
with much greater prospect of agreement. 
By the spirit of truth, I mean that frame 
of mind in which men who acknowledge 
their fallibility, and who desire above all 
things to discover what is true, should ad- 
judicate between conflicting arguments. 
As soon as they hay distinctly perceived 
that reason, and reason alone, should 
determin their opinions, that they never 
can be legitimately certain of the truth of 
what they hay been taught till.they hav 
both examined its evidence and heard 
what can be said against it, and that any 
influence that introduces a bias of the 
will is necessarily an impediment to in- 
quiry, the whole theory of persecution falls 
at once to the ground. For the object of 
the persecutor is to suppress one portion 
of the elements of discussion; it is to de- 
termin the judgment by an influence other 
than reason; it is to prevent that freedom 
of inquiry which is the sole method we 
possess of arriving at truth.—Lecky. 


Evoxnution is strongly supported by ob- 
servation of the development of separate 
organs of the body. . ._. ‘Thus the 
present horse is proved to hav developed 
from a five-toed animal. As far back as 
we can go we find animal forms changing 
by slow degrees. Analogy teaches that 
this has always been the order of nature. 
By these evidences from fossils, Huxley 
declares: ‘‘ The evolution of many existing 
forms of animal life from their predeces- 
sors is no longer an hypothesis, but an 
historical fact.” 
the structure of his feet to conform to 
altered circumstances that make it desir- 
able for him to possess speed. By natural 
selection and the survival of the swiftest, 
the variations toward the present hoof hav 
been preserved. All the organs of the 
body are traced upward in gradual stages 
from the simplest beginnings. A favorit 
appeal for the special-creation theory is 
to point to the marvelous structure of the 
human eye. But the eye, brain, heart, 
lungs, limbs, and digestiv organs are found 
in different animalsin conditions that show 
a gradual ascent in structure, from the 
merest suggestion of the organ to its most 
perfect form. From the air-bladder of 
the fish to the lungs of man we hav an 
ascending series of forms, and in the mud- 
fish, that spends half the year in dry mud 
and half the year in water, we find the 
transition from the bladder to the lung— 
another ‘missing link.” Seales and 
feathers are developments of the skin, and 
in the penguin can be seen the intermediate 
forms, half scale and half feather, — Adams. 


The horse has changed f 
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CHRIST „=. «=| =» 
—eace-— CRUCIFIED? 


By AUSTIN BIERBOWER, 


A judicial consideration of the question.and the 
decision against the scriptures and the Christian 
tradition. Price, 10 cents. Address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Each Number, Ten Cents. 


The Modern Science Essayist 


Popular Evolution Essays and Lectures. 


1. HERBERT SPENCER: His life and personal 
characteristics; his views on education; his 
religious opinions. By Mr. DANIEL GREENLEAF 
THOMPSON. 

2 CHARLES ROBERT DARWIN: His ancestry, 
life, and personal characteristics. By Joun W. 
CHADWICK. 

3. SOLAR AND PLANETARY EVOLUTION: 
How suns and worlds come into being. Did the 
material universe ever havea beginning? By 
Garret P. SERVISS. 

4. EVOLUTION OF THE EARTH: The story of 
geology; How the.world grew. By Dr. Lewis 

ANE 


3 8. 

6 EVOLUTION OF VEGETABLE LIFE; How 
does life begin; The problem of spontaneous 
generation. By WILLIAM POTTS. 

6. EVOLUTION OF ANIMAL LIFE; The evi- 
dences from geology, eographical distribution, 
and comparative zoology. By ROSSITER RAY- 
MOND, Ph.D. 

7. THE DESCENT OF MAN: Relation of man 
to the brute creation; his ancestral line; dura- 
tion of human life on the planet. By E. D. 
Corr, Ph.D. 

3. EVOLUTION OF MIND: The mind and the 
nervous system: the nature of mind. By Rost. 
G. Ecouss, M.D. 

9. EVOLUTION OF SOCIETY. Primitive man; 
growth of the family, city, and state: develo 
ment of the domestic relations; marriage. By 
JAMES A. SKILTON. 

10. EVOLUTION OF THEOLOGY. Origin of re- 
ligious beliefs; ideas of primitive man. By Z. 
Sipvey Sampson. 

11. EVOLUTION OF MORALS. How altruism 

ows out of egoism; the proper balance. By 
R. LEWIS G. JANES. 

12. PROOFS OF EVOLUTION—a, from geology; 
b, from morphology; c, from embryology; d, 
from metamorphosis; e, from rudimentary or- 

ans; f, from geogra hical distribution; g, 
from discovered linka; h, from artiticial breed- 
ing; i, from reversion; k, from mimicry. By 
Newson C. PARSHALL. 

13. EVOLUTION AS RELATED TO RELIGIOUS 
THOUGHT. By Rev. Joun W. CHADWICK. 

14. PHILOSOPHY OF EVOLUTION. Relation 
of the doctrine to prevailing philosophical sys- 
tems. By Starz Hoyt NICHOLS. 

15. THE. EFFECTS 9E EVOLUTION .ON THE 
COMING, CIVILIZATION. Plans for social 
regeneration as tested by evolution. By Rev. 
Minor J. poyon seri SNOT ENS 

16. THE SCOPE A CIPL OF THE 

OLUTION PHILOSOPHY. By Dn. Lewis 

. JANES. 

17. THE MORAL AND RELIGIOUS ASPECTS 
OF HERBERT SPENCER'S PHILOSOPHY. 
By SYLVAN DREY. 

18. THE RELATIVITY OF KNOWLEDGE. The 
nature of gense-perception; sight, sound, taste, 
smell, feeling; the doctrine of the Unknowable. 

By ROBERT G Eccrzs, M.D. 


19. A STUDY OF MATTER AND MOTION. An | 


excellent digest of a much vexed question, with 
uotations from many authorities. By Hon. A 
. ADAMS. O 

20. PRIMITIVE MAN. Man as revealed by ar- 
cheological studies; evidences of man’s an- 
tiquity; geological periods; man’s appearance 
in the pliocene; paleolithic and neolithic races: 
the ages of bronze and iron; cave men and 
Jake-dwellers; dolmen and mound builders; 
primitive implements and tools; proofs o 
man’s natural evolution. By Z. SIDNEY Sampson. 

21. GROWTH OF THE MARRIAGE RELATION. 
Marriage a primitive institution; its carlicr 
forms; no evidence of original promiscuity; cx- 
ogamy and endogamy; group-marriage; polyg- 
yny, polyandry, and monogamy; marriage by 
capture; monogamy the highest form of the re- 
lation; divorce and divorce laws; marriage a 
contract; its regulation by the state. By C. 
STaNILAND WAKE. 

22. EVOLUTION OF THE STATE. The growth 
of political institutions; the patriarchal family; 
the tribe and clan. By Joun A. TAYLOR. 

23. EVOLUTION OF LAW... How law begins; 
statute law and judgemado law; the conversion 
of customs into law. By Pror. RUFUS SHELDON. 
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An Exposition of the Darwinian Theory. 


By Gzoraz J. ROMANES. 


A systematic Exposition of what may be termed 
the Darwinism of Darwin, and intended to be of 
service to the general reader rather than to pro- 
fessed naturalists. 

_ Mr. Romanes is well known as one of the most 
interesting of English writers upon evolution, 
besides ranking with Professor Huxley in scien- 
tific knowledge and ability. And this is. a part of 
his conclusion regarding the great subject of 
Design, to which the church sọ often refers: 
‘Thus whether we look to the facts of adapta- 
tion or to those of beauty, everywbere through- 
out organic nature we meet with abundant 
evidence of natural causation, while nowhere do 
.we meet with any independent evidence of 
supernatural design. _. . Adaptation and 
beauty are alike receiving their explanation at 
the hands ofa purely mechanical philosophy... . 
All nature has thus been transformed before the 
view of the present generation in a manner and 
to an extent that has never before been possible; 
and inasmuch as the change which has taken 
place has taken place in the direction of natural- 
ism, and this to the extent of rendering the 
mechanical interpretation of nature universal, it 
is-no wonder if the religious mind has suddenly 
awakened to a new, and a terrible force in the 
words of its traditional enemy—Where is now 
thy God?” oe 
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Being true accounts of the passing away of the 
following persons, thus refuting the many Chris- 
tian slanders upon them and others: 

Lord Amberley, John Baskerville, Pierre Bayle, 
Jeremy Bentham, Paul Bert, Lord Bolingbroke, 
Francois Broussais, Giordano Bruno, Henry 
Thomas Buckle, Lord Byron, Richard Carlisle, 
William Kingdon Olifford, Anacharsis Clootz, An- 
thony Collins, Auguste Comte, Condorcet, Robert 
Cooper, D’Alembert, Danton, Charles Darwin, 
Erasmus Darwin, Delambre, Denis Diderot, 
Etienne Dolet, George Eliot, Frederick the Great, 
Gambetta, Garibal Isaac Gendre, Gibbon, 
Godwin, Goethe, Grote, Helvetius, Henry Heth- 
erington, Hobbes, Austin Holyoake, Victor Hugo, 
Hume, Littre, Harriet Martineau, Jean Meslier 
James Mill, Joan Stuart Mill, Mirabeau, Robert - 
Owen, Thomas Paine, Courtlandt Palmer, Rabe- 
lais, Winwood Reade, Madame Rolard, George 
Sand, Schiller, Shelley, Spinoza, Birausg, John 


Toland, Yanini, Volney, Voltaire, James Watson, 
John Watts, Thomas Woolston. 
Price. 25 cents. Address 
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Christianity and Meteorology. 

A brief history of the relations between Christian- 
ity and the science of meteorology may prove in- 
structiy. The relations between Christianity and 
one of the matters dealt with by meteorological 
science, namely comets, we not long ago recounted; 
omitting that, we will now treat the connection 
between that religion and the other subject-matters 
of meteorology, or the science of the phenomena 
of the air, viz., rain and absence of rain, wind, 
thunder and lightning, and to some degree heat 
and cold. 

Previous to the rise of Christianity, in the civ- 
ilizations of Greece and Rome, a scientific view of 
the phenomena of the air had taken birth. In 
Greece, philosophers of the Ionic school made many 
essays to explain them on lines of observation and 
natural law. Of these rational theorists, Plato 
and Aristotle are the most eminent. In Rome, 
Lucretius, Pliny, Seneca, and others did suggestiv 
and germinant work in the same line. 

But these beneficent labors were terminated by 
the overthrow of the ancient civilization by Chris- 
tianity. This baneful religion, gaining the aid of 
the governmental power, suppressed the ancient 
schools and doctrins, and substituted therefor a 
“ sacred science” derived from scripture. . Into the 
task of building this sacred science the early fathers, 
the founders of the Christian church, threw them- 
selvs with zeal. Tertullian, proceeding upon the 
authority of several scriptural texts, as interpreted 
by him, laid down, as to the nature of lightning, 
that it is identical with hell-fire. This opinion was 
held in reverence for centuries, being further 
fortified by the sulphurous smell noticed during 
some thunderstorms. St. Hilarion distinguished 
himself by his inquiries into the nature of the 
“firmament.” This thing called “the firmament” 
was a great shell or screen supposed by the bibli- 
cally instructed to overlie the earth and its atmos- 
phere. It was composed of some firm substance, 
and supported the waters which when occasionally 
gushing through constituted rain. In this great 
roof the stars were conceived to be stuck, and their 
motion was probably caused by its turning. The 
view of St. Hilarion on this contrivance was that it 
was situated at a considerable distance below 
heaven, the residenceof God. And to this valuable 
intelligence he added that its use was not only that 
of upbearing the waters, but of tempering our 


atmosphere. St. Ambrose, by the help of that 
volume which, we all know from the assurances of 
preachers, we should study day and night, arrived 
at the conclusion that the winds breaking through 
this solid vault are what cause thunder; quoting 
from the prophet Amos the language (not in our 
version) respecting “Him that establisheth the 
thunders. In setting forth the distance of the 
heavens from this firmament, as well as some other 
particulars regarding those localities, he calls in St. 
Paul’s epistle to the Corinthians, and Psalm cxlviii. 
Sundry wights having taken it into their heads to 
inquire why the waters don’t slide off the spherical 
upper side of the firmament, especially if it revolves, 
he reminds them that we do not know that the 
upper. side is spherical. He adds that if it does 
revolve the water is just what is wanted to cool 
and lubricate its axis. Next enters St. Jerome, his 
intelligent eye fixed upon Ezek. i, 22, about some 
crystal or other being stretched above cherubim. 
This crystal stretched over these plumpy creatures 
Jerome says is one of two bodies of water that God 
established, being the upper layer, which, that it 
might remain firm, the Lord froze into ice. 

The germinal principle in accordance with which 
all these theories were developed, was clearly pro- 
claimed to the world by St. Augustine in that 
famous deliverance, “Nothing is to be accepted 
save on the authority of scripture, since greater is 
that authority than all the powers of the human 
mind.” No treatis was safe thereaftey which did 
not breathe the spirit and conform to the letter of 
this maxim. So says Ex-president A D. White of 
Cornell University in his valuable treatis on “The 
Warfare of Science” in the Popular Science 
Monthly. From this writer, Professor White, we 
will quote another sentence, worth marking by our 
readers: “Following this precept, St. Augustine 
developed, in every field, theological views of 
science which hav never led mankind to a single 
truth—which, without exception, hav forced man- 
kind away from the truth, and hav caused Chris- 
tendom to stumble for centuries into abysses of 
error aud sorrow.” 

Coming to the sixth century, we find the theolog- 
ical conception of the heavens and their ongoings 
still. further elaborated by Cosmas Indicopleustes. 
Grounding on the ninth chapter of Hebrews, he 
affirms the earth to be fiat, and possessed of 
walls at the edges which rise and upbear the roof 
or firmament. He finds in the reference to the 
firmament in Genesis, and the allusion in Ps. 
exlviii, 4, to “the waters that be above the heavens,” 
evidence that over the earth rise solid arches bear- 
ing a vault, closing in the earth, and supporting a 
vast cistern which contains the waters. From the 
expression in Gen. vii, 11, regarding “the windows 
of heaven ” he discovers that rain is produced by 
angels opening certain windows in the firmament. 
In describing the extensiv reception which this 
view gained, we will turn again to the language of 
Andrew D. White: “This was accepted by the 
universal church as a vast contribution to thought; 
for over a thousand years it was the orthodox 
doctrin; and various leaders in theology devoted 
themselvs to developing and supplementing it.” 

The next notable addition to biblical meteorology 
is that of Isidore, bishop of Seville. This prelate 
was accounted the ablest of his age, and was after 
death made a saint. He objects to the prevailing 
view as to the situation of “the waters above the 
firmament.” These much-debated fluids must, he 
contends, though lower than the uppermost heaven, 
be higher than the lower heaven, for in Ps. exlviii 
they are mentioned, though after the “heaven of 
heavens,” yet before the terrestrial elements. 


Upon their purpose, he modestly refrains from 
pronouncing whether they were stored by God for 
use at Noah’s flood, or designed to temper the heat 
of the heavenly bodies. And scriptural science, 
sad to say, loses much also through his inability to 
decide whether the firmament envelops the earth 
“like an eggshell,” or is spread over it “like a cur- 
tain ;” as the passage in Ps. civ may be taken to indi- 
cate either. 

About a century later there appeared another of 
the most famous of the theological men of science. 
This was the Venerable Bede. He conceives the 
firmament to be spherical, of a fine and fiery 
mettle. The upper heavens, containing the angels, 
hav been tempered with ice, that the lower elements 
may not be inflamed thereby. On the waters above 
the firmament he delivers the so precious view: 
“Some declare that they were stored there for the 
deluge, but others, more correctly, that they are 
intended to temper the fire of the stars.” Whoso- 
ever at the present day wishes, as a good Christian, 
thoroughly to disciplin himself in the teachings 
of the originators of his religion, will hail with joy 
a discovery made by this Bede regarding the air. 
He finds that there are two kinds of air. He has 
marked the seventh and eighth verses of Ps. exlviii, 
where “fire and hail, snow and vapors and stormy 
winds,” are enjoined to praise the Lord from the 
earth. This makes it clear that the air with which 
we are conversant, full of these coarse exhalations 
and disturbances, comes from the earth; while as 
it is not supposable that God with his angels and 
angelets dwell in any but the very choicest and 
purest air, it is evident that in the heavens there 
exists a kind of air of a quality different altogether. 
A further contribution of Bede to science, for 
which all not wedded to the modern profane and 
heretical science will express obligations, is the 
doctrin that the firmament is made of ice. This 
view rests for proof upon that book which clergymen 
so: often assure us is the source of all our civilization 
and science, for saith not Job xxvi, 8: “He bindeth 
up the waters in his thick cloud, and the cloud is 
not rent under them?” 

In a pamphlet published after the time of this 
Venerable—or unvenerable—Bede, and falsely 
ascribed to him, an endeavor is made to get new 
light on the source of the waters above the heavens, 
the chief scriptural text made use of being that 
describing the sheef containing the animals let down 
fiom heaven, in the vision of St. Peter (Acts x, 
11, 12). 

Of the hosts of laborers in this work of deducing 
a system of science from the Bible, the next who 
merits special mention is Rabanus Maurus, arch- 
bishop of Mayence. He starts from the first 
chapter of Genesis; in reviewing the ancient 
philosophers scrupulously avoids everything not in 
accord with scripture; follows particularly Isidore 
and Bede, and givs especial pains to confirming 
Bede's teaching that the firmament is given 
strength enough to hold up “ the waters above the ` 
heavens” by being made of ice. 

‘These three theological scientists, Isidore, Bede, 
and Maurus, were unquestioned authorities for 
centuries. By means of innumerable catechisms 
and manuals their notions were implanted in the 
minds of the European people. 

The development of scripture-founded meteoro- 
logical science continued under the labors of John 
of San Geminiano, Albert the Great, Vincent of 
Beauvais, Bartholomew of Glanville, and William of 
Conches, with a multitude of minor monkish ency- 
clopedisis. 

At this period the writings of Aristotle had be- 
come very popular, and it is interesting to witness 
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the embarrassment of the theologians in their 
desire to reconcile the scripture with the expres- 
sions of this really great Grecian scientific thinker. 
In the case of the rainbow, for instance, Aristotle, 
proceeding upon observation and reasoning alone, 
had produced a theory very nearly the one of to- 
day; and the Christians who were now growing s0 
to admire him in the revival of his works wished 
to follow him, but here they were met plump by 
the antagonistic scriptural statement that God 
created the rainbow as a sign to Noah that 
there should not be another flood. They were 
brought to a standstill and prevented from em- 
bracing the truth. Even the bold-thinking cardinal 
Pierre d’Ailly, by whose speculations upon the 
shape of the earth Columbus was afterward stimu- 
lated, was forced to halt in his research before this 
plain declaration of scripture, admitting that God 
alone could explain the seeming contradiction; but 
he could not leave the subject without suggesting 
that possibly never before the deluge had a cloud 
been permitted to take such a position toward the 
sun as to occasion a rainbow. 

In these learned. explanations, ea thquakes were 
notforgotten. These phenomena, it was expounded, 
are caused by winds issuing from the earth; this 
view being sapiently based on Ps. cxxxv,7: ‘He 
bringeth the wind out of his treasuries.” 

Of this sort were the meteorological theories 
built by theological writers, in accord with script- 
ural texts, for nearly fourteen centuries. Such 
were the rubbishy and crazy notions on which the 
youth of each generation during this period were 
directed to concentrate their mental efforts, to the 
exclusion of the real knowledge of which they so 
stood in need, and of which we yet so stand in 
need, for the preservation and comfort of life. 
Such were the puerilities and imbecilities to sup- 
press rivalry with which every clear-seeing searcher 
for the truth, and proclaimer of it, was persecuted or 
destroyed. We now gaze on the frantic endeavors 
of our clergy to subject all other systems of 
thought and teaching to their own system derived 
from the Bible, and we surmise that had they the 
power for which they so wildly strive they would 
by force silence all other teachings and fill the 
world with their worthless own; in the account 
which we hav given, then, we see them when they 
actually did hav that power, and did crush out the 
would-be teachers of the true ideas, and did fill 
and confuse and bedevil the world with theirt own. 
Abominable is the scene, grievous the consequence, 
and great the need that we now fight their efforts 
to repeat it. 

But this is only a beginning of the subject. We 
hav reprobated the waste of mental effort which 
the false teaching entailed, and the persecution of 
the true investigators; but we hav yet to consider 
another branch of the matter—the application in 
individual cases of the doctrin that the phenomena 
of the weather are caused by supernatural means. 
Each particular feature of the weather in every 
neighborhood, as storm, wind, heat, or drouth, was 
attributed either to God, or to Satan and his agents. 
Ascriptions of them to God, caused what was com- 
parativly but a moderate amount of harm; but 
ascriptions of them to Satan and his agents bred 
persecutions of the persons fancied to be these 
agents, and under the designation of witches, 
wizards, sorcerers, hundreds of thousands upon 
hundreds of thousands of innocent beings perished 
by deaths almost too horrible for description. To 
induce belief that we do not exaggerate, we will 

` proffer the dictum of the before-mentioned Ex- 
president White of Cornell University, a gentle- 
man of profound learning and balanced judgment: 
‘Never, perhaps, in the modern world has there 
been a dogma more prolific of physical, mental, 
and moral agony throughout whole nations and 
during whole centuries.” 

This will form the subject of an article in our 
next issue. 


e 
Mrs. Mattie Krekel desires to hear from people 
and societies in Michigan, Ohio, and Indiana in re- 
gard to lectures during the spring months. Her 
address is care L. M, Parry, ua Charlotte street, 
Kansas City, Mo. 


Public Opinion Can Force Open the Fair Gates 
Sundays. 

If the opinion of the majority of our people, 
which we know is for opening the World’s Fair 
Sundays, be strongly manifested, it will effect that 
opening despite the legislation that has been se- 
cured by the minority of bigots. There is consider- 
able talk of going ahead and opening the Exposi- 
tion regardless of that legislation. The bringing of 
suit thereupon by the national Congress would be 
qualified, or prevented altogether, by popular sen- 
timent. The Congressmen do not seem disposed 
to continue farther in this case their pandering to 
the pietists. 

Then, a bill has been introduced in the Illinois 
legislature to open on Sunday the building of that 
state in the Exposition. This bill is undoubtedly 
within the competency of that body to enact. 
Supposing that the bill passes, it will be necessary 
that the gates of the Fair shall be opefied on Sun- 
day in order to make the Illinois building accessi- 
ble. The Exposition company, as an Illinois cor- 
poration, is bound to obey the laws of the state. 
When it has opened the gates the Fair will not be 
closed to the public, and it will be legally a matter 
of no consequence whether or not the buildings are 
opened to the public, for the condition imposed by 
Congress will already hav been violated. What is 
Congress going todo aboutit? The United States, as 
we hav said, might perhaps sue the company either 
for the recovery of the amount of the appropria- 
tion or for the return of the specific half dollars 
issued in aid of the Fair. But apparently it would 
be a complete defense to such a suit for the com- 
pany to answer that it was prevented by the laws 
of the state from which it derived its charter from 
carrying out the will of Congress and closing the 
Fair on Sunday. In that case, the United States 
would be left without remedy, unless it might be 
against the state of Illinois. As a matter of fact 
it is not likely that a suit would be brought. 

It is clearly evident that if Freethought possessed 
the facultyeof prompt and efficient action which its 
numbers would lead one to expect, the execrable 
Sunday closing could even now be surely prevented. 
As it is, let us all do what we can. 


Russia Is Holy Enough, But Not Just Enough, 
for the United States. 


Our government is considering the ratification 
of an extradition treaty with Russia. That land of 
Christianity and barbarism, of tyranny and famin, 
proposes that among the classes of fugitiv crimi- 
nals which shall be made returnable by our authori- 
ties there shall be included the class of perpetrators 
of violence against the governing power. There 
are, however, special reasons why we should be 
cautious about turning over to the Russian govern- 
ment persons who may be charged with attempt- 
ing the life of its sovereign. 

We hav learned much in the last few years as to 
what accusations by the Russian government against 
its own subjects may mean and by what kind of 
processes they may be supported. Under the 
Russian penal code any person giving shelter to 
those guilty of conspiracy against the czar, or 
knowing of their designs and failing to report 
them, is subject to the same penalty. Under 
Russian law and the method of administering it 
that prevails, almost anything in the way of polit- 
ical agitation hostil to the existing government 
may be constructed as an attempt upon the life of 
the czar. Suppose a demand should be made for 
the surren ler of a person charged with this offense. 
The case upon which the demand was: based would 
be made by the Russian government as the result 
of a preliminary inquest, after the manner of that 
country in dealing with persons charged with that 
particular crime. It might rest upon the testi- 
mony of police agents, and the proceedings might 
be conducted in secret, with none of the forms and 
safeguards of what we are wont to regard as 
judicial procedure. Itis safe to say that no reli- 
ance could be placed upon the evidence presented, 
and that a prima facie case of attempt upon the 
life of the czar might be made out against a man 
whose real offense was purely political, even if it 


was what in this country could be regarded as any 
offense at all. Precedents cited by the Russian- 
American League in its protest tend to show that 


‘there would be no assurance that the accused 


would receive any trial at all, or that he would not 
be condemned upon charges wholly different from 
those upon which extradition was secured. 

A country which honors George Washington 
should not take part in chastising patriotic resisters 
of a tyranny a hundred times more outrageous than 
that against which he rebelled. 

At a late meeting in New York city to protest 
against the treaty, Colonel Ingersoll was announced 
to speak, but was unable to appear. His 
words of censure of Russian despotism are well 
known. John Swinton at this meeting referred to 
the treaty as between those two nations “the in- 
fernal Russia and the more or less infernal United 
States.” The treaty, he declared, ‘is un-American 
in principle and purpose—it is the handiwork of 
the czar. And who is this czar? A tyrant who 
belongs in the category of monsters. And yet with 
his character so well known he has his defenders 
in this country, as Nero and Caligula hav found 
defenders. The chief of these is a long-necked, 
lantern-jawed hypocrit of Brooklyn—T. DeWitt 
Talmage. He went all the way to Russia, and came 
back to tell what a good time he had. He had a 
good time with the czar and comes back to stick up 
for his dear friend.” Thaddeus B. Wakeman said 
that the treaty was a disgrace to American civiliza- 
tion. If the czar should be assassinated, he said, 
the man who did the deed should “take his place 
in the pantheon of liberty.” 

No, Holy Russia is not on such a level of civiliza- 
tion and justice that she is a compatible party in an 
extradition treaty with the United States. The 
land of devotion, prayer, saint, shrine, relic, and 
religious compulsion would not be a meet partner 
for this country which is, as is so often deplored, 
so sunk in the horrid slough and mire of degraded 
Infidelity. 


oo 

The lecture of Colonel Ingersoll on Shakspere 
two weeks ago was marked by a pleasing incident. 
The concluding portion of the oration was what in 
other speakers would be a “ peroration,” with him 
just a little longer-continued shower of gems of 
speech, a veritable rainfall of verbal diamonds. 
The close found the audience listening intently, 
unconscious of anything but the orator’s thought. 
The colonel had closed and disappeared from the 
stage before they drew breath. When they realized 
that the speech was done, they broke into applause. 
Those who had recovered quicker and got up from 
their seats paused in putting on their coats and 
joined. The big crowd insisted on seeing the 
speaker again, and not until he came out and 
waved a good-night to them would they leave the 
theater. It was a charming tribute. They had 
forgotten to applaud at the proper time so breath- 
lessly did they follow the orator, but they wouldn’t 
be cheated out of the chance to show their appreci- 
ation. 


. ——— 

It givs us malicious pleasure to say what follows 
this inquiry : . 
‘ ANDOVER, KAN., March 12, 1893. 

“í EDITOR TRUTH SEBKER, Dear Sir: Hav —— —, of 
Chicago, the right to publish what is called ‘Great 
Speeches of Ingersoll Complete?’ Please answer in 
Tae TRUTH SELKER if convenient. 

‘“ Yours with kind regards, J. anp A. M. Wor.” 

They hav no more right—moral or legal—to 
publish them than they hav to take money from 
Colonel Ingersoll’s pocket. Mr. Ingersoll's books 
are copyrighted; he has selected his publisher, 
Mr. C. P. Farrell; they are the product of his own 
genius, and belong to him to do with as he sees fit. 
And the illicit publication is an outrage in more 
than a pecuniary sense. To evade the copyright, 
the lectures are reprinted from imperfect news- 
paper reports, full of errors, misleading in gener- 
als and particulars, full of reporter’s blunders— 
failures to catch sentences and to comprehend 
meanings—a butch: red, bastard edition which in 
no way represents or does justce to the author. 
Colonel Ingersoll’s friends should never buy them, 
on this account, if on no other. They are piratical 
plunder. 
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= Inthe Sunny South. 


News and Notes. 


On the banks of the Indian river—and a lovely 
view extends for leagues away. The broad sheet 
of water is four miles wide, and the far banks are 
luminous in the gorgeous morning light. Groves 
of palmetto, oak, and hickory stretch on either 


shore. For seventy-five miles this river is straight. 


as an arrow, and as you speed along its bosom the 
most beautiful sceneries succeed, soft and enchant- 
` ing. It is like a vast smooth floor; there is 
nothing rugged, no hills or mountains are seen, no 
towering rocks or wild, precipitous valleys. It is 
entirely different from the great West, with its 
immense and wonderful pictures of hight and dale. 
Vast level spaces roll afar with great expanses of 
water, delightful and bloomy woods, the golden 
orange twinkling in the green depths. The cloud- 
less blue spreads above, or thin flakes of mighty 
brightness float over its shining dome. The cy- 
clone thunders far away and the drifted snow 
covers the pathways of the North, but here it is like 
summer's march. The gay boats dash up and 
down the river, merry visitors throng the arching 
groves, wandering in fragrant shadows along 
the banks of the glittering stream. 

I am at Sebastian, the home of Capt. R. A. 
Hardee, away down the river, on the outskirts of 
civilization, where a little while ago it was a wilder- 
ness, and the panther and the deer roamed where 
now the garden blooms and the schoolhouse is 
filled with the music of children. I am having a 
good rest, with a jolly pioneer company, on the 
verge of still untraveled wastes. 

Yesterday I sailed away in the beautiful yacht 
Rosalind, with its owner, Robert W. Hardee, over 
to the peninsula and Pelican island. The Rosalind 
is a famous craft and has won many a prize for 
speed, and is indeed a beauty, and answers to the 
wind with buoyant grace and sweeps over the 
water faster than any river steamer. We land at 
the ranch of Captain Spratt, and here I partake of 
ripe tomatoes, ready for the market. The raising 
of tomatoes and beans for the early season is quite 
a remunerativ industry in this section. From 
$300 to $400 an acre is sometimes cleared. 


You wouldn't think that this white, sandy 
soil would produce anything, but it proves 
on cultivation to be quite productiv. 


Lands which one wouldn’t hav taken as a 
gift a few years ago are now worth hundreds of 
dollars an acre. The pine-apple is produced 
abundantly, and those who started in a few years 
ago with hardly any capital, except these apparently 
barren lands, hav nowan income of from $10,000 to 
$15,000 per annum. For any man who is willing 
to work there is a chance still. The pineapple, 
orange, and lemon are sources of wealth to one 
who puts brain and muscle into his work. But it 
won't do for a lazy or ignorant man to try his luck. 
Even ‘saints’ perseverance” would not do. It 
must be downright human toil—and the less 
prayers the better. You must get down on your 
knees sure, but to pick tomatoes and beans, and 
not to beg or thank God. 

Captain Spratt guided us through a wild devious 
trail of a mile or more in length, b2neath the tall 
palmettos and spreading oaks, to the ocean on the 
other side, and as we came out of the vast forest 
upon the shining beach a most magnificent view 
burst upon our, dazzled eyes. The illimitable 
ocean—the Atlantic, blue and calm as a lake in 
the mountains—spread along the sky, and in the 
far circling horizon sea and sky mingled in silvery 
splendor ; while for miles along the smooth beach 
the white breakers dashed in mellow music, and 
with ever advancing and retreating ranks. 

Through the beautiful winding pathway we re- 
turn to the banks of Indian river, and then in a 
small boat journey over to wild desolate Pelican 
island, wild and desolate and strange from the 
‘standpoint of man, but wonderfully alive, indeed a 
. regular metropolis, from the pelican point of view. 
This is the city of the pelicans, a weird and won- 
drous city. All over the island flock the pelicans, 
battalions in the sky, circling far around, battal- 
ions on the water, a regiment I should think— 
battalions on the island, on the trees and rocks. 
We landed and roamed amidst these ten thousand 
voracious birds, who swallow a fish whole and digest 
him with ease; who carry fish in paunches along 
their necks; who can eat anything, it seems. They 
look as if they were formed merely to be an eating 
machine with their enormous mouths, long necks, 
and bodies like india-rubber, that could stretch to 
any capacity and take in a shark almost at one fell 
swoop. never was in such a company before. 
They looked at me with strange solemn gaze. They 


assumed all sorts of grotesque attitudes. There 
were the eggs just hatching. There were the little 
pelicans hardly able to move, no bigger than a 
chicken, and not a feather on them, skin as bare as 
a pebble. Then there were the young pelicans, 
who could walk in most awkward fashion, but 
could not fly. Then there were the old pelicans, 
with colored necks, who floated majestically through 
the air. On the side of the island where we landed 
were small stunted trees, and on every tree there 
weré from four to a dozen pelicans. On the other 
side of the island was a broad smooth space. This 
was like the parade-ground in the midst of a camp 
of soldiers; and here it seemed as if a whole brigade 
were in battle array, surging in serried ranks, 
while the neighboring waters were covered as with 
a fleet. I shall not soon forget my visit to this 
unique island. To be the companion of ten thou- 
sand pelicans at once is a rare experience. And the 
pelican is such a curiosity, and it is a wonder how 
such a bird ever came into existence. He is such 
an absurd bird, all mouth and all stomach, mounted 
on a pair of long legs, with long wings. He is 
made for nothing else but to swallow. Nature 
must hav been in an awfully funny humor when 
she concocted the pelican. To think of an infinitly 
wise God making the pelican is something that I 
couldn’t swallow even if I had the mouth of a 
pelican. Come to think of it, I guess the pelican 
is nature’s symbolic caricature for the theologian. 
The theologian can swallow anything, so can the 
pelican. Nature, foreseeing the folly of humanity, 
made the pelican to match the theologian. To 
see this bird sitting upon atree with bowed beak, 
closed eyes, and folded wings, reminds one very 
much in its utter solemnity of a clergyman. 
Clothed in pontifical robes, the pelican would make 
a first-class priest. 

Since writing my last “News and Notes” I hav 
lectured at Titusville, Rockledge, and Sebastian, 
and hav had somewhat varied experiences. I hada 
fine audience in the Opera House at my second lect- 
ure at Titusville, Wednesday, March 8th—more 
than double what I had on the first evening. On 
Thursday Captain Hardee and myself take the cars 
for Rockledge. Weare welcomed to the hospitable 
home of Senator Hardee, the captain’s brother. 
This is a lovely place in the midst of palmetto and 
oak trees, fronting the river, which glitters through 
the spacious branches as you sit in the cool of the 
evening on the wide veranda, while the music of the 
piano pleasantly fills the air. Senator Hardee is a 
famous orange-grower. He ships about ten thou- 
sand boxes a year of the finest oranges in the mar- 
ket. It is quite a sight to watch the gathering and 
the grading and the sorting of the fruit so that 
oranges of the same quality and size are put into 
the same box. They use i to bundle oranges all to- 
gether, good, bad, and indifferent. But now they are 
most carefully selected and packed so that the 
buyer can pay his money and take his choice. Most 
of this selecting is done by an ingenious contriv- 
ance. The orangesare rolled along by machinery. 

At a certain point they drop into a receptacle, if 
of smaller size. If larger they keep rolling and 
dropping, until five different sizes are thus selected, 
ranging from ninety-six to two hundred oranges to 
a box. This is a busy season for the orange- 
growers, and during this fair weather they are 
rushing things lively. 

Rockledge is a brilliant place; wealth and fashion 
congregate here. The hotels are elegant and 
crowded to the utmost capacity. Bands of music 
are playing. People wander in the gaily lighted 
groves. Itis not much of a place for a Freethought 
lecture though. These people are rich and come 
here to enjoy life, and in a formal way are generally 
Christians; or if they are not Christians they hav 
too much money and pleasure on hand to do 
any hard thinking. I find one good Liberal, 
however, among these luxurious crowds, D. A. 
Blodgett, of Grand Rapids, Mich., who attends 
the lecture, does his best to advertise it, and 
generously aids. I hav a pretty good audience, 
but had hoped for more, seeing that there were 
nearly a thousand visitors from the North. 

Friday morning with Captain Hardee I take a 
drive over the country. The roads are dread- 
ful—sandy, sandy, sandy—and you can only 
walk the horse for miles. When you get off 
from the river the land is pretty wild and waste. 
Most of the traveling in this country is done by 
boats and the residences are along the river, and 
the highways in the backwoods are not kept in very 
good condition. About noon we strike the river 
road and here the journey is delightful, between 
the water and the groves. Our destination is 
Faber’s, and this is a handsome place fronting the 
river, with orange groves about it. Lawrence 
Faber is an old resident, and sturdy Liberal all the 
time. He and Captain Hardee were the only ones 


Infidel altogether and giv him no chance. 
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a few years ago to openly stand for Freethought, 
but now Liberals can be counted by the dozen. 
Faber came here in 1866—almost the first one on ` 
the river. Since then he has seen a wonderful 
growth and has made for himself and family—all 
Liberals—an attractiv home. His brother came 
with him at the same time and is also in our ranks. 


Returning from Faber’s we take boat at Cocoa, 
a mile this side of Rockledge, for Sebastian, where 
we arrive at 1 o'clock on Saturday morning, and , 
here I hav been up to date. 

The Methodists heard that the Infidel was com- 
ing and arranged at once for a protracted meeting, 
with three services on Sunday. I was to be here 
morning, afternoon, and evening, besides every 
week-day evening. The plan was to shut out the 
I met 
the clergyman—a slim young fellow dressed in 
clerical costume—at Hardee’s store. I was intro- 
duced tohim. Heturned somewhat pale. Captain 
Hardee immediately tackled him to arrange for a 
kind of union meeting. But the minister objected 
to this. He couldn't join hands with an Infidel. 
Finally, it was arranged that I should speak in the 
hall at 4 o'clock in the afternoon, after the minister 
had finished his 3 o’clock service. After a while, 
the “brethren,” having consulted together, de- 
cided that this wasn’t just the thing, and informed 
Captain Hardee that I had better speak in the 
schoolhouse. Now, the minister heretofore had de- 
clared that the schoolhouse was not good enough for 
him, being a rude log shanty. But ofcourse it was 
good enough for the Infidel. Captain Hardee said 
that Jesus had been in worse places than the 
schoolhouse and undoubtedly the Infidel could 
speak in it, even if the Christian could not; but as 
he had secured the use of the hall after 3-o’clock, 
we would take the hall. Out of good nature 
Captain Hardee and myself and other Liberals at- 
tended the morning and afternoon services, hoping 
that the Christidns would extend to us a like 
courtesy. But the very moment the minister pro- 
nounced the benediction for the afternoon services 
and Captain Hardee introduced me as the Free- 
thought lecturer, how the Christians did hustle for 
the door. The minister was the first to strike it, I 
think, and he disappeared with lightning-like 
rapidity and his flock tumbled after, as if the devil 
was upon them. They evidently felt that they 
must flee from the wrath to come. Not one re- 
mained to consider the other side. My subject 
was “Common Sense,” but they didn’t want com- 
mon sense atall. Their faith might be shattered. 
I lectured on Monday evening also and had twice 
as many present in the schoolhouse as the minister 
had in the ball. So the “protracted meeting” be- 
came a rather “ distracted ” meeting before it closed. - 
In fact, the minister was sick on Sunday night and 
couldn’t preach. 


I lecture to-morrow (Wednesday, March 15th) at 
Cocoa. Mr. C. W. Wells and other Liberal friends 
of Tampa hav given me a cordial invitation to come 
to that city, but my limited time forbids. My short 
experience in Florida has convinced me that I 
should find a good welcome throughout this state, 
and I hope to return and spend a longer time in 
this sunny land. 

Dr. Wilson, Stephen Geiger, Robert Morrow, and 
Captain Penny are among the friends at Titusville 
who hav not been afraid to lend a hand. 

Besides the Fabsr brothers at Rockledge and 
vicinity and Senator Hardee are Allen Hardee, 
Charlie Schoonermaker, Frank Wooten, Captain 
Stewart, Mr. Patterson, and others who stand by 
the colors. 

Captain Hardee, at Cocoa, gave bills announcing 
the lecture to a young man of his acquaintance to dis- 
tribute. He promised to do so. When we arrived 
it was found that not a single bill had been given 
out. The young fellow in excuse said to Captain _ 
Hardee: “Uncle Bob, I thought it was a sin to dis- 
tribute those bills and so I didn’t do it.” What a 
conscience the Christian has. It was no sin to 
break his promis and violate friendship. But it 
was asin to giv people a chance to attend a Liberal 
lecture. What mean tricks Christians can do for 
the glory of God. 

R. Q. Hardee, Captain Hardee’s son, Henry 
Wilson, John Harris, Charlie and Henry Park, the 
Creigel brothers, Ed. Holmes, D. P. Gibson, Henry 
Howard, make up the Liberal and sturdy host of 
Sebastian among whom I hav spent these days of 
rest and pleasure—a good frontier band. A cam- 
paign with them is sure of success. 

Mrs. Emma Hardee, the captain’s wife, is a 
thorough Liberal, and givs pleasant hospitality to 
the Pilgrim of Freethought, and so this visit to the 
Indian river country has been a most delightful one 
indeed. Samvet P. Purnam. 

Sebastian, March 14, 1893. 
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Soionce and Progress. 


The Ghoul Census. 

The anti-French faction of Spain is trying to 
demonstrate that the ancient Iberians, the abori- 
gins of the peninsula, had nothing in common with 
the Celts, but formed a branch of a distinct race 
represented by the modern Basques. There may 
not be many Gauls in Spain, but it is a sad fact 
there are still some 320,000 tonsured ghouls, and 
that the country population continues to hug the 
hideous bloodsuckers. 

Mother Saga. 

A century seems sufficient to shroud the heroes 
of history in a mantle of myths. Near Matsuma, 
on the island of Yesso, Japan, Professor Eberlein 
came across a fireside orator who, among other 
marvels of the past, mentioned the career of the 
Paladin Napoleon, his wonderful success in slaying 
ogers and tyrants, and his still more miraculous 
end, when his enemies tried to chain him to a rock 
and the sea-nymphs snatched him away and carried 
him in triumph to their marine fairy-castle. The 
abbé Genlis, indeed, predicted that future genera- 
tions would doubt the existence of the marvelous 
Corsican altogether and attempt to identify his 
biography with the myth of the sun-god Apollo, 
who likewise was born on a Mediterranean island 
and ends his career of glory in the far west of the 
Atlantic ocean. 

A Fair Compromise. 

The holy father still howls for the restitution of 
his territorial rights. How would it do to reéstab- 
lish his court on the island of Sicily, and let the 
poison-mongers of Jesuitism and the assassins of 
the Mafia try their tricks on each other? 

The Impending Crusade. 

Chancellor Caprivi pretends to believe that the 
religious conflict of the present age is narrowing 
down to a struggle between Christianity and 
Atheism. Does it never occur to the official 
defenders of the faith that their creed is doomed to 
a much more desperate scuffle, as soon as the cham- 
pions of deism get their eyes opened to the fact 
that the Christian dogmas of renunciation, anti- 
naturalism, and earth-despising pessimism are the 
most colossal blasphemies ever uttered against the 
belief in a benevolent creator? The panta kala 
liar—“ Behold it was very good”—is Jehovah’s 
own commentary on the success of his work; can 
we suppose to please that paternal Demiurgos by 
informing him that his world does not begin to be 
good enough for us and that we long to depart and 
commune in Cloudcuckoodom with the ghost of a 
Buddhist crank, who pretended to cure the ailments 
_ of temporal existence by denying its value, and got 
nailed—lie and all—in western Asia some eighteen 
hundred years ago? 

A Frank Barbarian. 


A Soudanese chieftain whom Professor Hagen- 
beck, the German Barnum, had brovght to Berlin 
was introduced to some representativs of the 
Ethnological Society, who asked him how he had 
enjoyed his trip and which of the wonders of the 
Prussian metropolis had impressed him the most. 
« What surprises me most,” said the candid savage, 
“is how you can move the enormous freight-cars 
on your railway tracks, and how you can manage 
to swallow the horrible drinks sold in your restau- 
rants.” 

Natural Reversion. 

Animals, restored to a state of freedom, gradually 
revert to the original type of the species, and it 
would be interesting to know if the liberty of the 
New World will not exert an analogous effect upon 
the religious status of its colonists. In spite of 
papal intrigues and evangelical revival efforts, there 
are, indeed, signs of the times indicating a gradual 
‘decline of supernaturalism and the growth of a more 
and more exclusiv reliance on secular education 
and crime-restricting laws. Tliere is, indeed, no 
fact in history proved by more incontrovertible 
evidence than the existence of prosperous and 
intelligent nations without anything resembling the 
modern conception of a state religion. The Greeks 
and Romans permitted the public representation 
of comedies ridiculing the foibles of the Olympian 
gods, and entrusted offices of great responsibility 
to representativs of such sects as that of Zeno and 
Pythagoras, whose tenets controverted nearly all 
the essential dogmas of the popular polytheism. 


Corpus Christi. 

The celebration of festivals intended to symbolize 
the mystery of resurrection is older than the dawn 
of authentic history. In ancient Greece the fate of 
Adonis was bewailed with orgies of mourning which, 
on the third day, wound up with a hymn of exulta- 
tion; and in Syria thousands of women used to 


assemble, at a certain time of the year, on the banks 
of a stream “reddened with the blood of Thamus,” 
i. e., with the red earth dissolved by spring rains. 
A clearing of the stream was the signal for a 
thanksgiving procession to celebrate the resurrec- 
tion of the popular god. 

Infanticide. 

Theft is punished much more severely among 
semi-barbarous nations than in any country of 
Christendom, but the same Rhadamantus who would 
hang a fraudulent banker considers child-murder 
a rather venial offense. In Siam poor parents, 
overblest with babies, are permitted to anticipate 
the effects of famin as soon as the increase of their 
families threatens to become a burden to the com- 
munity. In China infanticide, though not directly 
encouraged, is tolerated as a lesser evil, and the 
nativs of Abyssinia merely require the owners of 
supernumerary babies to avoid public scandal in 
choosing this method for the abatement of the afflic- 
tion. Near Abu Ras, on the Bhar-el-Gazul, or Blue 
Nile, the traveler Wenteroth saw two little corpses 
floating about in a pile of driftwood, and was just go- 
ing to notify a neighboring emir, when his ferryman 
came up with along pole and pushed the corpora 
delicti into the current of the stream. “Such 
brutes,” said he; “couldn’t they go a mile below this 
landing? They ought to be fined for their lazi- 
ness.” The ancient Spartans exposed superfluous 
youngsters on a river island of the Eurotas, where 
childless parents had a chance to rescue the little 
waif, provided its doom was not sealed by a serious 
physical imperfection; but the- nativs of the Solo- 
mon islands go much further, and boycott families 
who straiten the food-resources of the archipelago 
by permitting their progeny to increase beyond a 
certain number. 

Minimum Evils. 

Chemists agree that “poison” and “stimulant” 
are interchangeable terms, and the nativs of Kamts- 
chatka seem to hav recognized the economic, 
significance of that fact. Instead of paying rum- 
sellers’ profits, cigardealers’ profits, and govern- 
ment license expenses they fuddle with the juice of 
agaricus maculatus, or fly-toadstool, that grows 
abundantly in the fire-woods of the higher latitudes, 
and can be gathered free in quantities sufficient to 
intoxicate all the troopers of the Russian army. 


From similar motivs of thrift the Semitic nations 


dispense with saints and Holy Ghosts and limit 
their worship to a unitary, childless Jehovah. 
Among the economical Yankees, too, Unitarianism 
is getting more and more popular. 
Earthquake-proof Buildings. 

An American building firm of Lima, Peru, con- 
structs houses in a way that greatly lessens, and 
almost obviates, the risk from earthquake shocks. 
Broad iron girders encircle the building near the 
middle of each story, while vertical bars connect 
the basement with the roof in a manner to prevent 
the collapse of the structure, even if it should be 
tilted forward like a ship in a storm. Insurance 
offices encourage the invention, but the priests 
probably denounce it as they denounced the 
lightning-rod of the Freethinker Franklin, as a 
godless innovation, calculated to circumscribe the 
privileges of their thunder-god—as well as their 
own boodle prospects, and opportunities for 
pointing out the consequences of unbelief. 

F. L. Oswarp. 


Wout you like to hav your boy follow the beauti- 
ful example of Jesus—never hav a home, never 
marry, never leave a descendant to bear his name, 
but wander over the earth like a vagabond, followed 
by half a dozen Marys and Marthas, and be 
laughed at by a great commonwealth? 

aes 


For the benefit of half-and-half “Liberals,” who 
do not see any very objectionable feature in a union 
of church and state, we call attention to the fol- 
lowing little incident which took place at Ober- 
feldrecht, Germany: A poor peasant on whom the 
duty fell to carry the minister to the church had the 


audacity to do so in a common light wagon in place f- 


of a buggy. The highly offended clergyman had 
the peasant brought before court, where he was 
fined six marks. 

— 


On Dec. 25, 1892, the monument which 
marks the tomb of the late Belgian scientist and 
Freethinker, César de Paepe, and Désiré Brismée, 
the valiant Freethought lecturer, was unveiled in 
the presence of several thousand people. The 
National Federation and all the individual Free- 
thought groups were represented. The monument 
is surmounted by the bust of Dr. de Paepe, and on 
the middle of the column is seen a medallion picture 
of Brismée. Speeches were delivered by the most 
eminent Belgian Freethinkers. 


The True Genesis of Christianity. 


Here are five books* on our table from THz 
Truru Seexer, by authors as different as they well 
can be, and yet showing clearly that Evolution has 
brought us the solution of that great enigma of 
History—the True Origin of Christianity. This is 
indeed a very great if not the greatest achievement of 
modern historical science, and of the first impor- 
tance. It is idle to say that it concerns an old 
question of eighteen hundred years ago. True; 
but that solution underlies the whole of: our civili- 
zation. “ What think ye of Christ?” is the ques- 
tion, the answer to which still influences, if it does 
not chiefly determin, the daily conduct of millions, 
including the readers of the Liberal papers, who 
may at first the least suspect it. What, then, are 
the principal stages of this solution to which we 
should direct our attention and our reading? 

We take for granted that the five important 
books above referred to will be. surely consulted, 
and we suggest in following up the subject that 
the following are the main conclusions to which 
evolution leads in solving the genesis of Christ and 
Christianity. 

1. The Messianic Period. «This is the starting- 
point and the foundation of the whole evolution of 
Christ and Christianity. The Hebrew tribes for 
four or five hundred years had been trying to con- 
solidate into a Union or Nation of some kind, but 
had been prevented by Persian, Assyrian, Egyptian, 
Greek, and Roman and other conquerors. At the 
eastern end of the Mediterranean they were in the 
pathway of all of the powerful peoples of that time, 
and were in turn trampled upon and made captivs 
by them all. But during all these years, and es- 
pecially under the Maccabean Rulers, they stub- 
bornly maintained their tribal religion, language, 
traditions, and mode of hierarchical government, of 
which the Messiah, the anointed Joshua, or Son 
of David as deliverer, 7. e., the Jesus, “the Christ,” 
as it would read in Greek—was the very center, 
the only hope. Now if we look at the general laws 
of Sociology, which as Evolutionists we are bound 
to do, we find that there is nothing strange about 
this Messiah expectation and craze of these tribal 
Hebrews. The tribal stage of Evolution, in which 
they were, always has its Messiahs. Read the arti- 
cle on “Messiah” in the Encyclopedia Britan- 
nica, and see what numbers of them came to the 
Hebrews before and after the Christian era. We 
hav the same thing in the Semitic Tribes from 
Mahommet before and down to the present Mahdi 
in the Soudan. Nor are the tribes of the North 
American Indians less free from the Ghost and 
Messiah dances, visions, and rebellions which ex- 
cite the Indians to giv employment to our little 
United States Army! In Palestine eighteen hun- 
dred years ago the Messiahs of the Hebrews simi- 
larly bothered their Roman conquerors and de- 
spoilers. Professor Allen, of Harvard, in his 
“Early History of Christianity” tells us that some 
fifty of these hopefuls were put to death by the 
Romans before the fall of Jerusalem, a.D. 70. 
Note that they were simply “hopefuls,” they never 


in fact became Messiahs, or deliverers of the people, 


for the very good reason that the Romans made 
the end of them just as they reached the at- 
tempt. Thus death always prevented the exist- 
ence of a real Hebrew temporal Messiah, and none 
such ever was. The Jews hav, therefore, been 
compelled to lead a cuckoo life with other nations. 
They hav never been able to achieve a Slag, or 
a Savior. But as Josephus well puts it, the 
belief that one would come, and by aid of Jahveh, 
put an end to those accursed Romans, as Joshua 
of old did to the people of Jericho,—that belief, dis- 
appointed from year to year, yet nerved the Jews 
to a most stubborn resistance, and finally created 
the frenzy—the ecstatic craze, which led to the 
next stage in the evolution of “The Christ,” and 
which stage was, 

2. The Apocalyptic period. In those days there 
was no Science, and the supernatural was the 
normal. Seeing was believing—and believing, 


* Christianity and Evolution. 
Preface by Joseph Mazzini Wheeler. Published by 
Watts & Co., Fleet street, London. Price, $1. 

A Short History of the Bible, being a popular account 
of the development of the Canon, etc., by Bronson 
D. Keeler. Price, 75 cents. : 

Revelations of Antichrist, proving that Jesus Christ 
vy not exist, etc., atc. Pp. 446. Revised edition. Price, 

1.50. 

The Higher Criticism in Theology and Religion, 
contrasted with Ancient Myths and Mirrcles as factors 
in Human Evolution, etc., by Thomas Ellwood Long- 
shore, Member of the Society of Friends. Published by 
the Truth Seeker Company, No. 28 Lafayette place. 
Price, $1. 

The Bible of To-Day. A course of Lectures by John 
W. Chadwick. New edition. (Putnam & Sons.) Price, 


$1.50. . 
Al the above for sale by the Truth Seeker Company. 


By Arthur B. Moss. 


when intense enough, was also seeing. The objectiv 
and subjectiv were convertible. There was no test 
of truth. Their Prophets said, their God said, 
ce Their Messiah would appear, with a forerunner 
to announce him.” So they believed. Accord- 
ingly he was daily foretold and he finally “appeared” 
and was materialized, much as is now done in our 
“Spiritual” séances. Our Liberal scientists hav 
not given sufficient emphasis to this visional, or 
apparitional, or revelational stage, which was thereal 
birth, or rather epiphany, of “Jesus, the Christ.” 

Inquirers should begin the study of this visional 
period by reading the article on Apocalyptic Lit- 
erature in the Encyclopedia Britannica, then the 
“ Revelation ” or Apocalypse at the end of the New 
Testament, remembering that it is really the only 
book of this earliest stage of Christianity in the 
New Testament (a.D. 69), and the only specimen of 
a whole submerged literature that, like the “ Book 
of Enoch” and very many others, really picture the 
true ecstasies by which Christ was seen. Then read 
the “materialized” appearance of the full-grown 
Jesus in Mark, at his baptism, then on the lake, then 
at the transfiguralion, then at the temptation; and 
at the ascension in the other gospels. Remember 
that ghosts and angels were then natural, that to 
those Hebrews there was no Copernican Astron- 
omy, no immortality of the soul; only a heaven 
and a Jahveh just above the clouds, from whence 
they expected this, his Christ, and his “kingdom 
of heaven” to descend: Thus they prayed, “Thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is 
in heaven ”—that is, instead of the will of those im- 
pious Romans. From that heaven would appear 
—that is, be revealed, or in Greek be apocalyptized, 
the Joshua, 7. e., Jesus, the Christ, the anointed 
of Israel, who as the “son of God” and “son of 
Man,” would sweep those Romans into the sea 
with the besom of destruction, by his divine and 
supernatural power. That was prophesied and 
certainly would be done, and that too, within the 
lives of those then seeing and hearing these 
visions. Thus John, Peter, Stephen, and the “ dis- 
ciples ” saw and heard, and finally Paul also saw 
and heard, though privately and differently from 
the rest. This apparitional and temporary nature 
of original Christianity must be recalled and real- 
ized, if we are ever to really understand it. Here 
is to be found the true genesis of Christianity, and 
of all the Christ there ever was. Liberals make a 
mistake who go to hunting up the origin of Chris- 
tianity in the Chrishna of India or any Mythology 
of India or Egypt. The additions to Christianity 
from those sources were indeed many, but of a later 
date. Read the article on the “Revelation” in the 
Encyclopedia Britannica and see how it clears up 
that otherwise crazy work, and -with it the begin- 
ning of Christianity too, and thus leads to its next 
stage : 

s The Spiritualizing and Epistolary period. 
The Jesus had certainly “appeared,” for had they 
not seen him? He had promised he would bring 
the “New Jerusalem” and the kingdom of heaven 
on earth, but he must come in the hearts of the 
people first. This visional Christ gave the key-note 
of his new era, and of all Christianity, in the heart- 
changing words: “Repent! for the kingdom of 
heaven is at hand.” The word meta-noeite, here 
translated Repent, really meant not repent, but 
«Think ye with me,” “change your minds off 
from this world to me,” “be converted to me.” 
Then and thus the process of spiritual conversion 
began; that was the turning of the heart to 
« Christ, the Spirit,” who had appeared as such. 
For we must never forget that Spirits, Angels, 
Gods, and Ghosts were realities in those days, 
but not now, except to those who are similarly 
behind our age. In this new spiritual life, in 
expectation of the speedy appearance of the new 
kingdom of heaven, these ghost-seeing disciples 
turned away from this bad_world and dreamed, 
and longed, and prayed! Then the persecuting 
Saul was by a similar vision or apocalypse “ con- 
verted” unto the ecstatic Paul. He never pre- 
tended to hav seen Jesus “in the flesh,” nor to 
learn or know anything about him, except in and 
by these visions, in which he even went to the 
«third heaven” and became well informed as to the 
future that was so soon to be realized, but which his 
followers are still awaiting—that last day (that 
burden of eschatology) which never comes. But he 
did two things of awful importance to the rest of 
the world. He insisted that the Gentiles, as well 
as the Hebrews, were to be included in this com- 
ing kingdom of heaven; and then, secondly, he 
difered from these other visionaries, who only 
knew the Aramaic dialect, in having a smattering 
of Greek, and he went to letter-writing his visions 
with a vengeance, and in a style which proves his 
ecstacy. These letters are after the Apocalypse, 
the next, 7. e., the second part of the New Testament, 
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in the order of evolution, and the only parts 
that were written by the person whose name they 
bear. It seems quite certain that Paul did write 
some of the epistles attributed to him, but by no 
means all—but all, except the epistle to the He- 
brews, were written by or for him, and in his 
spirit and purpose, and for his propaganda. 
These visions, labors, travels, and letters of Paul 
were the effectiv foundation of Christianity. The 
former visions of Peter and the others became 
gradually absorbed into his gospel and propaganda, 
and would probably hav been lost as many simi- 
lar Hebrew visions were, but for the final recon- 
ciliation with his Gentile expansion by which he 
carried or sent the new hope around the Mediter- 
ranean. But in doing this the next stage in the 
gevesis of Christianity was necessitated, viz.: 

4. The Gospel, or historic period 

This period began as soon as it was necessary, 
for Peter, and afterward Paul, to convince the 
people who had not seen Christ in their visions or 
who did not believe that Christ did exist, or had 
really come on earth and promised and foretold the 
things they had: seen in their visions. Zhen and 
not until then, did they begin to repeat “the prophe- 
cies” foretelling Christ’s coming, and to gather the 
facts which their fulfillment required. Thus the 
gospel or historical substratum of Christianity be- 
gan to grow, and some thirty “gospels” were the 
result, of which four are called canonical, true, and 
authoritativ by the church of Rome, and our other 
churches hay also tried to say so too, but with wry 
faces of late. The fact is that the same style of 
romancing about a supposed “ Life of Christ” has 
gone on from that day to this—until the last and most 
absurdly unhistorical fiction has been reached in 
Gen. Lew. Wallace’s “Ben Hur.” Thesimple truth 
is that they are all of equal historic value, and that 
is of noneat all. The beginnings of these attempts 
to put a substratum of facts under the visions 
were probably in Aramaic Hebrew, and hav been 
lost.. The first we hav is that “attributed” to 
Mark, with which “ Matthew” and “Luke” are side 
versions, much enlarged and “improved.” The 
“John” gospel is a latter attempt to sustain the 
logos, or new metaphysical element, by a similar 
process of verification. These gospels are all 
romances put together out of the traditions of what 
those “ Messiahs” who were slain by the Romans, 
had done, said, and suffered, plus the appropriate 
literature of the Zssenes and others of that time. 
Thus they are useful indications of the life, times, 
and manners of that period. Similarly the woof of 
Scott’s novels givs us much good information about 
the times of which he writes, but the warp is not 
history. So in these gospels there is no warp. 
They hav no real biography or consecutiv story. 
They are driftwood, not written at one time nor by 
one person—not in fact composed at all, but col- 
lected from imagination and hearsay and after- 
ward thrown together in paragraphs, so that even 
now in the “ revised ” Greek Testament, the spaces 
between the paragraphs show plainly that they 
were and are separate “books,” or pieces of tradi- 
tional driftwood. This paragraphing is an eye- 
opener which shows how and why these fragments 
came together. Read as to this stage also, “ The 
gospels” in the Encyclopedia Britannica; Solomon’s 
“Jesus Identified,” the Apocryphal gospels, and 
hear, if possible, John E. Remsburg’s lecture on 
the One hundred’ flaws in Christ’s credentials. 
It will become clear that Jesus was not mentioned 
by Josephus nor any contemporary because he did 
not exist. Remember that the true order of the 
“books ” of the New Testament is the Apocalypse, 
then the Epistles, then the Gospels commencing 
with “Mark,” and to be continued down to our 
modern Romancers, such as Renan, Beecher, and 
last and weakest, wildest and absurdest, of all, 
“Ben Hur.” The gospels lead to the next stage, viz.: 

5. The Deifying or Logos period. When this 
Spiritual Christ had been manifested on the earth 
and sustained by the supposed facts of the gospels, 
it was in the theocratic Hebrew sense, which made 
him the embodiment of the Hebrew tribes. As 
Daniel puts it, the “Son of Man” is Israel (Dan. vii, 
13). But this “Israel” was also the “Son of God,” 
and this phrase was, therefore, actually added to 
the first verse of Mark, but as the older manu- 
scripts hav it not, the “Revisers” hav thrown it 
into the margin. But in the other gospels these 
words—the “son of God”—are found of course, for 
Israel was always the son'of God, and therefore the 
son of man (or Israel) was the son of God. But 
who went further and put into his mouth the 
words, “I and my Father are one?’ The answer is 
that this was done by the Neo-Platonists of Greece 
and Alexandria, who inspired, if they did not write, 
the Logos—gospel of “John.” Christ “the spirit,” 
Christ “the son of man and of God,” was also the 
Logos—“was God.” Thus the unity of God re- 


quired by their philosophy was forced by making 
the three one—the ghost, the man-son, and the 
Logos-father, one—yet in and of itself each was also 
complete God! Thus strange things evolute when 
mankind consolidate their visions, their fancies, and 
their logic. The Council of Nice, a.n. 325, ratified 
this conclusion, and the birth of The Christ was 
then and there for the first and only time completed. 
The Council of Chalcedon, a.D. 451 (following that 
of Ephesus, 431), made all this clear to them by 
this luminous definition, but all those who under- 
stood it seem to hav died? 

“We teach that Jesus Christ is perfect as respects 
Godhood and perfect as respects Manhood—that 
he is truly God, and truly a man consisting of a 
natural soul and body. He was begotten of the 
Father before creation as to his deity, but in these 
last days he was born of Mary the Mother of God, 
as to his humanity. He is one Christ existing in 
two natures—without mixture, without change, 
without division, without separation—the diversity 
of the two natures not being at all destroyed by 
their union in one person, but the peculiar proper- 
ties of each nature being preserved, and concurring 
in one person and one substance.” 

Fortunately, in order to escape eternal damna- 
tion, it is not necessary to understand this defini- 
tion, it is only necessary to believe it! And yet is 
there not another way out? This brings us to 
the fival stage, viz: A Christ who saves because we 
can believe and understand what the word means :— 

6. The Modern Idealizing period. The Scien- 
tific Positiv schools are all gifted in this idealizing 
direction. While, like Frederic Harrison, in his 
‘“‘ Meaning of History,” they admit, for the reasons 
aforesaid and others, that under Science Jesus 
Christ, as a definit man, disappears from history, 
they are very ready to bring the idea forward in a new 
guise, not as a man nor as a God, but as an Ideal, 
impersonating their true May, Humanity—-that is, 
.the cooperating and converging life and power of 
the whole human race. Pascal said that the whole 
human race must be considered as one mighty im- 
mortal individual—one grand chain, growing from 
generation to generation, ever learning and ever 
progressing. Now, this “grand man,” or the race 
in its continuity and solidarity, is ever dying in order 
to redeem the future, reconcile it to the past, and 
make heaven on earth possible. The tribal stage 
in which the “son of man” represented and was 
Israel was extended by Paul to the gentiles of the 
Roman empire, but now the vations of the world are 
becoming one in a grander sense than Paul ever con- 
ceived. The “Son of Man” has evolved and is not 
now Israel, but Humanity. The Ideal Christ is the 
figure by which we may thus impersonate as a 
reality the greatest collectiv power and organism 
known to us, the human race itself! The triple 
Godhead is translated thus: The Ultimate of 
Being—the World, stands as the Father God. 
The Christ is the son of Man and of God, through 
whom alone we can come to the Father—that is, 
by heredity and human aid, get some chance of 
knowing and living by and out of Nature. The true 
Spirit and Comforter—the only Holy Ghost, is 
human life and love, the most sacred of all things, 
the sustainer and the “Comforter” of all! Thus the 
visions and illusions of the past may help us to 
grasp the higher truths of the present, and really 
bring to some heaven on earth. T. B. WAKEMAN. 

c 


All About Mr. Harman’s Case. 

Frienp Macponatp: Replying to your kind in- 
quiry in regard to my late imprisonment and release 
therefrom I will say that on the 21st of June last I 
was incarcerated in the state prison at Lansing, 
Kan, on an order from Henry C. Caldwell, United 
States circuit judge, pursuant to an affirmation by 
him—on appeal—of the sentence previously passed 
upon me by Judge Phillips of the United States 
district court, which sentence was for four months at 
hard labor on each of three counts for an alleged 
violation of the United States postal laws; said 
offense being the mailing of copies of Lucifer con- 
taining an article by Dr. R. V. O'Neill, and pub- 
lished at Valley Falls, Kan., Feb. 14, 1890. 

On Feb. 19, 1893, eight months, lacking two days, 
from the date of my incarceration, I was released 
by virtue of an order of which the following is an 
exact copy taken from the record now in the office 
of the clerk of the United States circuit court at 
Topeka, Kan.: 

United States of America, ss. : 
In the Circuit Court of the United States for the Dis- 
trict of Kansas. i 


In re Ex Parte Moses Harman, 
Petitioner. 


Petition for 
J Habeas Corpus. 

Order of Discharge, 

Tn the matter of the application for discharge of Moses 
Harman, Ex Parte, the formal issuance of the writ of 
habeas corpus in said cause having by agreement between 
the counsel for Petitioner and the Unite’ States District 
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MOSES HARMAN FREE. 

Moses Harman, editor of the Lucifer, is out of the 
penitentiary, whe:e he had been incarcerated for eight 
months for the alleged publication of obscene literature. 

There were three counts against him, and he was sen- 
tenced to four months’ imprisonment on each count, 
making in all twelve months. Judge Caldwell decided 
that when he had served one sentence of four months it 
covered the whole thing, so that Mr. Harman thinks he 
has been wrongfully imprisoned. The case grew out of 
the publication of the Markland letter three years ago, 
for which Harman was sentenced to serve five years in 
the penitentiary. He served about four months, when, 
owing to an error in the sentence which did not provide 
for hard labor, he was set free. 

The case of the Markland letter will come up before the 
next term of the district court. David Overmyer, his 
attorney, is of the opinion that the court has exhausted 
its jurisdiction in the case, and that Harman must be dis- 
charged. 

With one or two exceptions Mr. Harman was treated 
with the greatest kindness and consideration while in the 
penitentiary. 


The Jeffersonian (Lawrence), People’s party, has 
this to say in its issue of the 2d: 


Moses Harman, editor of Lucifer, the Light-Bearer, 


Attorney been waived; and the parties having stipulated 
that the Court might determin the merits of the case 
upon the petition for the writ. Now the cause of the im- 
. prisonment of said Petitioner having been inquired into 

by this Court and Counsel having been heretofore heard 
on behalf of the United States and said Petitioner, and 
due consideration having been had; ` 

It is hereby ordered and adjudged that the further im- 
prisonment of said Moses Harman, Petitioner, under the 
sentence and judgment of the District Court of the 
United States for the District of Kansas, which sentence 
and judgment was affirmed by the Circuit Court of the 
United States for the District of Kansas; and which sen- 
tence and judgment is set out in the petition, is without 
authority of law, and that the said Moses Harman is en- 
titled to his liberty. . 

Whereupon it is hereby ordered and sdjudged that the 
said Moses Harman be, and he is hereby discharged from 
the said imprisonment set forth in his said petition. 


Feb. 16, 1893. 
HENRY C. CALDWELL, 
U. S. Circuit Judge for the 
Eighth District. 


This “order of discharge” was based upon 
the following legal opinion, copied by myself 
from the above-named official record: 

In the Circuit Court of the United States for the Dis- 


trict of Kansas. from the state penitentiary by order of Judge Caldwell, af- 


In the matter of Ex Parte sys r 93 î 
Petition for ter eight months’ imprisonment, on the ground that he was 
Moses Harman, } Habeas Corpus. held without warrant of law, or, in other words, that his 
Petitioner. sentence was illegal. Mr. Harman had previously been 
Caldwell, Circuit Judge. released after serving four months in the pen under a 
i OPINION. previous sentence, for exactly the same reason. The 


sentences in both cases were by United States District 
Judge Foster, and in the opinion of attorneys and others 
competent to judge, these sentences were given because 
Mr. Harman had got the better of Judge Foster in & 
legal argument on the points of law involved in the case, 
and because Mr. Harman had not been sufficiently awed 
by the high and mighty dignity of Judge Foster’s official 
position. : 

The original charge against Mr. Harman was made 
seven years ago under the. infamous Comstock law, of 
using the United States mails contrary to law, and was 
instigated by a banker in Valley Falls, where Mr. Har- 
man lived, for the purpose of suppressing areform paper. 
Mr. Harman’s offense consisted in publishing a letter 
from an outraged wife protesting against the theory that 
wives hav no right to protect their own health, but the 
evidence utterly failed to sustain the charge. And Mr. 
Harman has no redress under the law. 

On Tuesday evening, March Tth, in Topeka, a some- 
what informal reception. was tendered the return- 
ing prisoner, under the auspices of the Kansas 
State Freethinkers’ Association. The chair was 
occupied by Henry Hiatt, of Twin Mound, Kan., 
one of the “old guard” of Kansas Freethinkers 
and reformers, a faithful friend and defender of D. 
M. Bennett and Tse Troura Seexer. Though 
seventy-seven years old, and notwithstanding the 
day and night were the stormiest for many weeks, 
the white-haired veteran came from his home in an 
adjoining county on purpose to attend this meet- 
ing. The opening address was made by W. H. T. 
Wakefield, editor of the Jeffersonian, and one of the 
pieneer Freethinkers of Kansas, he having been 
associated with Governor Robinson and others in the 
contest that made Kansas a free state. In 1884 he 
was selected by the United Labor party at its con- 
vention in Cincinnati as its candidate for presi- 
dent. . 

Other speakers were Editor Pike, of Kansas City, 
Mo.; Mrs. L. M. Holmes, of Chicago; Mrs. L. D. 
White, of Halstead, Kan.; John Bradford, of Hor- 
ton, Kan.; Mrs. M. E. Davis, Messrs. Huling, 
Wotherspoon, Bullard, and Rice, of Topeka; and 
N. H. Harman, of Valley Falls. 

Alden S. Huling offered the following resolu- 
tions, which were unanimously adopted : 

Wuereas, Moses Harman, a man in whose honesty of 
purpose and purity of intention we hav the utmost confi- 
dence, has, by an outrageous abuse of law and justice, 
been imprisoned for a term in the penitentiary of the 
state of Kansas; and 

Wuereas, he has been released therefrom for a time— 
we trust for all time—and is permitted to resume his 
chosen work, and is again with us— 

Resolved, That we extend to Mr. Harman our hearty 
congratulations on his restoration to freedom. 

Resolved, That we condemn the spirit which. mani- 
fested itself in his persecution and imprisonment. 

Resolved, That we pledge ourselvs to exert every 
effort in our pr wer at all times to prevent the recurrence 
of such oatrages as that from which Mr. Harman has 
suffered by promulgating and defending the doctrin of 
untrammeled freedom of speech and-of press on all sub- 
jects of human interest. 

The speaking was in line with these resolutions. 

Having already occupied too much of your valu- 
able space I close by thanking you and the patrons 
of the noble old Trura Serxer for the many words 
of sympathy and deeds of cooperativ aid, uttered 
and done by you and by them in behalf of human 
liberty and justice outraged in and by the illegal 
prosecutions against yours sincerely and gratefully, 

Moses Harman. 

P. §.—The five years’ judgment and sentence of 
Judge Foster, under which I served four months 
three years ago this coming summer, and which 
sentence was declared illegal by the superior court, 
has been sent back to the lower court to be “ dealt 
}with according to law.” This remanded case will 


The petitioner was indicted, tried, convicted and sen- 
tenced in the District Court of the United States for the 
District of Kansas, for the offense of depositing non- 
mailable matter in the United States mails; from the sen- 
tence and judgment in that case the petitioner, Harman, 
sued out a writ of error to the Circuit Court, which 
affirmed the judgment of the District Court, and directed 
the sentence and judgment of that Court to be carried 
into execution, and the petitioner, Harman, was thereupon 
committed to the Penitentiary in execution of the sen- 

ence. 

The sentence, as imposed by the District Court, and 
affirmed by the Circuit Court, reads as follows: 

“Tt is further ordered, considered and adjudged that 
said Moses Harman, the defendant below, be adjudged 
guilty of the first, second and fourth counts of the indict- 
ment herein; and that he be imprisoned in the State pen- 
onary for four months on each of said counts, at hard 

abor. . . . 

The petitioner having been imprisoned for four months 
under this sentence, now asks to be released from further 
imprisonment, upon the ground that as the sentence does 
not specify the order in which the several terms of im- 
prisonment are to run, and does not specify that they are 
to run concurrently, that the sentences do therefore 
necessarily run concurrently, or that if this be not so they 
must necessarily be held void for uncertainty, beyond a 
single term of four months, and that when he has served 
a term of four months he cannot be lawfully imprisoned 
under said sentences. 

This precise question came before Mr. Justice Bradley 
on the Circuit and he sustained the contention, made by 
the learned counsel for the petitioner in this case, in a 
learned opinion in the reasoning of which I fully concur. 
It would serve no useful purpose to repeat here the 
reasoning of the learned Justice. 

The case is reported. 

U. S. vs. Patterson, 29 Fed. Rep., 775. 

On the authority of that case, the petitioner, having 
served a term of four months, is entitled to be discharged 
from further imprisonment under the said séntence and 
judgment and it is so ordered. 

Thus it is seen, by the terms of the opinion and 
order of the United States circuit court, that the 
last four months served by me in the state prison 
was “ without authority of law.” 

While imprisoned at Lansing I was the recipient 
of many favors and privileges not accorded to the 
average convict, the warden frequently saying that 
he wished to grant me all the privileges possible 
without giving cause of complaint on the score of 
partiality. I was not shaved at all during the 
whole eight months, and when my hair was clipped 
the officer told the barber to cut it as I wanted it. 
Exception was made in my favor in the matter of 
visitors. The common rule is that a. prisoner 
` can see the same visitor but once in three months. 
Some of my friends and relativs were admitted to 
visit me monthly, and oftener if desired. Friends 
who had no special business were in a few instances 
denied admission, partly because of bother to the 
officers and partly because, to use their own lan- 
guage, “If we admit everybody that wants to see the 
old man, he will hav no time to work.” 

During my term of service just closed I worked 
in the printing office of the Prison Trusty, a 
weekly paper printed, edited, and chiefly filled with 
matter written by the prisoners themselvs. 

Since my release I hav received quite as much 
attention and appreciativ welcome from friends as 
I had any reason to expect, both at Topeka and at 
my old home, Valley Falls. In reporting the case 
the papers of Topeka and of Kansas hav, with rare 
exceptions, evinced:-a spirit of fairness. The 
Populist (Topeka), an organ of the People’s party 
— stalwarts "—republished, unsolicited by us, a 
two-column article from Lucifer giving an account 
of my release and present status. The Daily 
Press (city), an organ of the Fusion Democracy 
and People’s party. of March 2d contained the 
following : i 


of Topeka, a radical reform paper, has just been released f 


probably be called up for further disposition next 
month. M. 
Topeka, Kan. 


International Congress of Freethinkers 


TO BE HELD IN OHICAGO DURING THE COLUMBIAN EXPOSI- `` 
TION. 

It has been resolved that 1893 shall mark an 
epoch in the history of Freethought. During the 
early autumn in Chicago will be witnessed the 
greatest assemblage of Freethinkers that the world 
has ever seen. The movement was formally in- 
augurated last month, as shown by the following : 


INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS OF FREETHINEERS, 


It is proposed to hold in Chicago during the Colum- 
bian Exposition a great International Congress of 
Freethought. Atan informal meeting of Freethinkers 
held in New York February 18th I was delegated to se- 
lect a committee to carry through this project. I hav 
named as this committee the following: 

C. B. Waite, president American Secular Union, Chi- 
cago, Ill., chairman. 

S. P. Patnam, president Freethought Federation of 
America, Washington, D. C., secretary. 

Robert C. Adams, president Canadian Secular Union, 
Montreal, Que. 

E. M. Macdonald, editor TRUTH SEExER, New York, 
ae K. Washburn, editor Boston Investigator, Boston, 

ass. 

Lulie Monroe Power, editor Ironclad Age, Indianap- 
olis, Ind. $ 

J. D. Shaw, editor Independent Pulpit, Waco, Tex. 
os L. Green, editor Freethinkers’ Magazine, Buffalo, 

We 
a Spencer Ellis, editor Secular Thought, Toronto, 

nt. 

Susan H. Wixon, editor ‘‘ Children’s Corner” Trura 
SEEKER, Fall River, Mass. J. E. REMSBURG. 

Washington, D. C., Feb. 22, 1893. 


Seven members of the above-named committee 
hav already consented to serve and the enterprise 
is an assured success. Judge Waite writes as 


follows : 
Cuicaco, Feb. 28, 1893. 

J. E. RemssurG, EsQ., My Dear Sir: Your valued 
favor of the 23d inst., informing me of the formation of 
a committee to carry through the project of holding in 
Chicago during the Columbian Exposition an Inter- 
national Congress of Freethought, and of my selection as 
chairman of the committee, is just received. 

Thanking you for the honor conferred, I accept the 
appointment, and shall do all in my power to make the 
movement & success. . i 


Yours very truly, ©. B. Warre. 


President Putnam .of the Federation, who crossed 
the continent four times last year, and who is ac- 
quainted with nearly all the Freethinkers between 
the Atlantic and Pacific, will do valiant work for the 
Congress. 

Captain Adams, in his letter of acceptance, says : 
“I shall be pleased and proud to be on the com- 
mittee of the International Congress of Freethought, 
and thank you for the compliment. I will gladly 
do anything in my power to help the cause.” 

Mr. Macdonald, of Tue Trura Seeker; Mr, 
Washburn, of the Investigator; Mrs. Power, of the 
Ironclad Age, and Mr. Shaw, of the Independ- 
ent Pulpit, all favor the project, and with the sup- 
port of the great Freethought journals it cannot be 
a failure. 

Mr. Green givs it his hearty indorsement, but 
urges that his advanced age, frail health, and the 
arduous labors attending the publication of his 
magazine, make it inexpedient for him to serve on 
the committee. The other members will, I think, 
appreciate the circumstances that prompt Brother 
Green’s declination and will excuse him from ac- 
tiv service on the committee. At the same time 
he has had so much experience in organizing and 
managing conventions—his name is so intimately 
associated with the great Freethought conventions 
of the past—that they will look for and welcome 
some words of encouragement and advice in the 
pages of his mag»zine. 

Mr. Ellis, being absent from Toronto at the time 
his appointment was sent, has not been heard from 
yet, but it is confidently expected that he will con- 
sent to serve, a8 Well as Miss Wixon, whose name 
has just been added to the list of members origi- 
nally selected. 

The committee cannot do this work alone. It 
must hay the cooperation of all friends of Free- 
thought. Every loyal Freethinker in the land then 
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will assist in carrying forward this laudable under- 
taking to a glorious consummation. 
J. E. REMSBURG. 


n 


Liberal Societies. 


Mr. Wilson Macdonald lectured at the Manhattan 
Liberal Club Friday evening, March: 17th. The 
lecture was followed by one of the most interesting 
and spirited discussions that the members of the 
club hav had the pleasure of hearing in some time. 
The subject was “Do Man’s Spiritual Energies 
Survive Death?” In opening, Mr. Macdonald 
dwelt at some length on that part of man which he 
called the spiritual, ideal, or psychical. He defined 
it as “that higher sense of the mind which per- 
ceives those finer qualities of the soul or spirit 
which are superior to the physical, and which we 
perceive with the fine senses. It is that mental 
quality by and with which we are cognizant of the 
ideal. It is that something within that becomes 
conscious of the beautiful in music, poetry, paint- 
ing, and sculpture. It is that quality of ourselvs 
that comprehends the loftiest sentiments of love 
and friendship, and appreciates forgivness and 
charity. It is that ecstasy we feel in contemplat- 
ing the beautiful in nature and art. One may hav 
a belief in the dogmas of sectarians and pose as a 
Christian, a Mohammedan, or a Jew and still not 
hav one spark of spirituality or ideality. Human 
beings of delicate, refined, and intellectual organiza- 


tion, ag orators, painters, musicians, poets, and 


litterateurs generally, hav the quality of spirituality 
or ideality.” The lecturer then spoke of the rapid 
rise of Spiritualism. He remembered the time 
when there were only a few thousand Spiritualists 
in the world; “there are now ten million.” Many 
incidents were told illustrating the power of spirits 
to remove pianos, trinkets, etc. 

The critics were Dr. Foote, Mr. Wakeman, Dr. 
Weeks, Mr. Bunce, and Dr. Gunn. Mr. Wakeman 
said that the people who thought they saw spirits 
were laboring under a delusion; very often they 
were hypnotized, and Mr. Bunce also told how he 
had received messages from the other world in the 
form of rappings, written notes, etc. Dr. Gunn’s 
material way of dealing with the spirits caused 
considerable laughter. He said that if ever a per- 
son who was visited by spirits would take twenty 
grains of bromide of potassium three times a day, 
for a few weeks, he had no doubt but that the 
visitations would become less and less, and finally 
stop altogether. He advised Mr: Macdonald to 
take several doses of bromide of potassium. Next 
Friday evening T. B. Wakeman will lecture on 
«“ The Genesis of Christianity.” Mr. Wakeman will 
reply at some length to some of Mr. Macdonald’s 
statements. 


“Deed and Creed” was the subject of Dr. Coyt’s 
lecture before the Ethical Society last Sunday. 
The motto of the society, “Deed, not Creed,” is 
fundamentally wrong, the doctor declared, because 
there can be no unanimity regarding the deed 
where there is not an accepted creed. «The Ethical 
Society is the most radical of movements; for when 
it declares that creed is a matter of private concern 
to agree about which is not absolutely necessary, it 
stamps the creed as insignificant; and things that 
are insignificant we hav no use for.” Dr. Coyt 
thought that a more appropriate motto would be 
« Deed and the Creed of Deed.” With the creed of 
deed unanimously accepted as their creed, the mem- 
bers could not differ about the deed. “But one- 
tenth of the creed of Christianity is a creed of deed. 
The other nine-tenths is a creed concerning the 
origin of the world, the birth of Jesus Christ, ete., 
etc.” The lecturer said he regretted greatly the 
lack of knowledge among members about the lead- 
ers of the different ethical sects.” On the other 


hand you will find very few Methodists who are not 


acquainted with the writings of John Wesley.” 
The doctor closed by exhorting his hearers, espe- 
cially the female part, to make themselvs better ac- 
quainted with the writings of Emanuel Kant, Her- 
bert Spencer, etc., and to do more to build up and 
disseminate the creed of deed. 

Next Sunday Professor Adler will lecture, his 
subject being “Shall Russian Refugees Be Extra- 
dited Like Assassins ?” 


A very interesting lecture on “The Conflict Be- 


` tween Labor and Capital” was delivered before the 


Brooklyn Philosophical Association last Sunday 
afternoon by Dr. Powell. Although the lecturer 
did not regard the introduction of machinery as 
being directly harmful to workingmen, still he 
thought tbat it increased the antagonism between 
the laborer and the capitalist. Considerable ap- 
plause greete d the remark that many of the heads 
of the labor movement are doing more to curse than 


to help the cause. Among the critics were Mr. 
Neville, Mr. Bellows, Mrs. Lovise, and Mr. Elevell. 
Mr. Neville thought a tax on land was the panacea 
by which the trouble would be settled. 

Next Sunday Henry Rowley will lecture on 
“Secular Ethics vs. Christian Ethics.” 


Speech in Liberal League Hall, Newark, N. J., 


BY MRS, MARY ANN SMITH. 


Liberals, when I am dead each giv a penny 

To hire a wagon and buy an empty box; 
Friends and mourners will not be many, 

For I hav no bank accounts, bonds, nor stocks. 


I want no minister or priest to preach a sermon 

Or waste his breath by beseeching a revengeful God 
To hav pity on me, to save me from burnin, 

At sea-level, where the devil is a prisoner down in quod; 


Nor bury me in a churchyard, where roses grow, 
Or in consecrated ground blessed by priests cursed by 


O 
But plant ’me in Potter’s Field, where gentle zephyrs 
ow 
` Where rank weeds, thorns, and thistles grow from out 
the sod. - 


I don’t want a headstone to mark my lonely graye; 
For I don’t want to rise before old Gabriel blows his 


horn. 
“ In my father’s house there are many mansions,” Jesus 


sai 
But not for Mary Ann Smith on resurrection morn. 
` Feb. 25, 1898. (Written by W. W. Morris.) 


Items of Foreign News Interesting to Free- 
-` thinkers. 


The German Freethought congress will this year 
be held in Karlsrihe during the month of May. 


The Freereligious Society at Berlin, Germany, is 
publishing and distributing a smal pamphlet in 
which people are urged to leave the state church. 


The Italian minister of justice has introduced into 
the house of deputies a measure whereby civil mar- 
riage is made to take precedence of the religious 
ceremony. 

In most Holy Russia there are eight hundred and 
seventy-five prisons which contain nine hundred 
and fifty thousand prisoners. Let us thank the 
Lord for his mercy. 

The Christmas bazar held in Sveateatern, Stock- 
holm, by the Stockholm Freethinkers, brought in 
two thousand crowns net. Eighty persons were 
kept busy attending to the wants of the public. 


Dr. Phil. Knut Wicksell and Victor E. Lenn- 
strand were both elected to the Swedish people’s 
congress by 13,817 and 13,750 votes respectivly. 


We congratulate our Swedish brethren on the 


great victory won. 


Le Comité D’Etudes Morales (the committee on 
moral laws), President Jean Paul Cée, has pub- 
lished the result of its last year’s work, an “Essay 
on Secular Education.” We will in alater number 
of Tue Trura SEEKER giv a review of the same. 


The Christians of Calcutta, India, are very angry. 
They petitioned the government to make Sunday a 
Puritan Sabbath day. The government, strange to 
relate, refused to do so, stating that it would be a 
violation of the constitution and an insult and in- 
justice to Hindoos and Mohammedans. 

Tn spite of the opposition of the state (Catholic) 
church in Spain, the Protestant joss house in Madrid 
has been opened. But to minimize the evil effects of 
Protestant services, Roman Catholic ladies hay re- 
solved to buy the adjoining buildings and turn the 
same into Roman Catholic schools. “What fools 
these mortals be.” 


We are more than pleased to state that the yearly 
report of the Belgian Freethought Federation is 
very encouraging. Never before in the history of 
the Federation has a year been so productiv of good 
work, growth, and practical enthusiasm as 1892. 
The Belgians are waking up. Our greeting and 
congratulations to our Belgian brethren. 


The over-procurator of the holy Russian synod, 
M. Pobedonoszeff, has written a letter to the Roman 
Catholic prelate, Vanutelli, in which he expresses 
his sorrow over the inactivity of the church in West- 
ern Europe. “The Russian and Roman Catholic 
church ought to forget their differences and unite 
their forces to a war of extermination of unbelief 
and Freethought.” 


Mr. Paul de Jaer, the Freethinker, and mayor of 


Saint-Gillis, is dead. He was one of the most promi- 
nent Belgian Freethinkers. His funeral, which 
was strictly Secular, was attended by a great mul- 
titude of people. Besides the various Freethought 
societies, there were present the governor and pro- 
vincial councillors and the municipal authorities of 

Saint-Gillis and neighboring cities. , 


The students of the university of Barcelona, 
Spain, hav organized a Liberal society and joined 
the Spanish Freethought Federation. At the first 
meeting, which was held in the Theater Calvo-Vuo, 
standing-room was at a premium. That is right. 
Freethought must begin from above. Mankind are 
yet addicted to hero-worship and following those 
who are above them in learning and social standing. 
Our greeting to the Spanish students. 


The church could not down our friend, Victor E. 
Lennstrand, even when she called the state in to 
assist her, but exterminated he must be. Last 
month Mr. Lennstrand received a kind of religious 
White Cap letter from persons “ who hav sworn to 
kill him.” This “Christian” letter says, among 
other things: . “Your enemies will not rest until 
either you are dead or the association has ceased to 
exist. Money works wonders.” We suppose it is 
unnecessary to state that the Swedish Freethought 
champion will continue his work as usual. 


The French Freethinkers are very prompt to 
renew their subscriptions. During the first half of 
January, 1893, the Bulletin Mensuel de la Federa- 
tion Française took in nearly eight hundred francs 
in renewals. Our French brethren realize the fact 
that to carry on a successful war three things are 
necessary: money, money, and monéy. Friends, 
renew, and send in new subscribers. 


In Austria the church people hav been greatly 
shocked. The well-known hotel-owner Bauer, of 
Wr.-Neustadt near Vienna, declared on his death- 
bed that he was a Freethinker, and following him, 
T. Vernalehen, the ex-principal of the Vienna normal 
school, has informed the police that he has left the 
church for good, and entered the Freereligious So- 
ciety at Vienna—the president of which is our 
venerable friend, the ex-priest Edward Schwella. 


Let us look out for our public schools, and by all 
means keep the clergy out. If we do not, we must 
expect that our children will be taught the same 
nonsense as was taught in 1873 to the children in 
the gymnasium at Schweren. The teacher of 
religion in that school, Minister Von Stark, informed 
the children that there was no such thing as 
electricity. The lightning was produced by the 
angels, who sat in the clouds. And those who 
prayed and attended church would never be struck 
by it. 


Freethinkers who hav friends or acquaintances 
among our Swedish fellow-citizens may send their 
names and post-office addresses, stating the number 
of copies wished, together with cost of transporta- 
tion, to Sritankaren, Engelbrebtsgatan 43 B, 
Stockholm, Sweden. The papers are to be distrib- 
uted among such Swedish-Americans as cannot 
read English. If you hav friends that can master 
the English language, send for copies of Tue Trurx 
Seexer, the grez;est Freethought paper on earth, 
and distribute them. 


«The church has a good stomach,” Goethe has 
his Faust exclaim, and we are sure our readers will 
agree With the “great pagan” when they hav read 
the figures here quoted. These figures, which are 
official, represent the cost in cash of the church in 
France: 


1808......ccceeeee 4,000,000 fr. | 1829...scccesceces 35,000,000 fr. 
1805 usar 12,000,000 § | 1847.00. 39,000,000 * 
1813 ..ceceeeee 13,000,000 “ | 1851... 41,000,000 * 
1815....ecceeeees 19,000,000 “ 1854.. 44,000,000 -* 
1817. 20,000,000 €€ | 1856...,..........50,000,000 ** 
1820.. 24,000,000 * | 1871...............55,000,000 * 
1826.ean eesosas 30,000,000 6 | 1889... 43,000,000 ‘ 


The tax value of 39,000 churches and 31,000 ecclesi_ 
astical residences given free to the church i, 
245,0000,000 francs ; the actual value, 2 milliards. 


ee 

If Christians would spend less time telling lies 
about the great and grand men whom the truth of 
science has made Infidels, and in trying to hide the 
sins of the old patriarchs by attributing them to 
God, the world would be a much better residence- 
quarter than either hell or heaven. 


There are but few characters mentioned in the 
Bible who would not nowadays be found guilty of 
murder in the first degree, even if tried by the 
most ignorant jury who could be empaneled in the 
United States. In California they would not be 
accorded the delay of a trial. 
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Detters of Friends. 


A Good Way to Talk. 
Livermore, Feb. 9, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: I see my time is up on the 
paper, but I cannot raise the money just 
yet but will in the course of a month or 
two. I never will be without it as long as 
I can raise the subscription. 
Yours respectfully, Caas. GINGER. 


Mistress Columhbia’s Reprehensible Flir- 
tation. 

New Yor, Feb. 24, 1898. 
` Mr. Eprtor: The picture in this week’s 
TRUTH SEEKER, ‘‘A Dangerous Amuse- 
ment, Columbia Flirting with Roman 
Catholicism,” is one of the best pictures 
ever produced by Heston. It tells the 
whole story of the intrigue of the church 
of Rome while the Americans remain 
asleep. S. R. THORNE. 


Liberals; Wear Badges to the Fair. 

HENNEPIN, Iuu., Feb. 22, 1893. 
Mr. Epor: Let me mention again, 
Would it not be a good idea if all the Lib- 
erals who attend the World’s Fair would 
put’on some color for a badge—say a 
small piece of ribbon? T for one would 
like to get acquainted with all Freethink- 


ers. Joun M. STAUFFER. 


Religion a Product of the Imagination. 
Cornisa, March 1, 1898. 
Mr. Eprrorn: We are overrun with 
reading-matter and cannot read all that 
presents itself to our table, but when THE 
TRUTH SEEKER arrives it is never passed 
by without a few minutes devoted to its 
contents. And that man Heston is a 
miracle if ever there was one. Doesn’t 
he show up the product of imagination to 
the horror of the Christians! (Is not re- 
ligion the product of the imagination?) 
DANIEL LEONARD. 


Upholds Peck Against God. 


Mixyusota Laxe, Miny., March 7, 1898. 

Mr. Eprrtor: Brother Peck strikes very 
heavy. Isay, giv more such good sense. 
Bless your hearts, if ‘‘ God” cannot defend 
himself he cannot find any favor here. 
Brother Peck’s views coincide with mine, 
but the difference is that I cannot express 
mine in such good language. I felt God’s 
kindness a year ago, when my only child 
was left motherless seven weeks old. Did 
Christ help me? No! 

I say the Bible’s teaching is immoral. 
Men and women, read that book. Study 
carefully what is in it—fraud, murder, 
crime. E. 8. Gurex. 


A Preacher Unhorsed. 
Listr, N. Y., Jan. 30, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: I would like very much to 
send some new subscribers. And thought 
I was going to succeed, but the sky-pilots 
carry too heavy guns for me in that re- 
spect. They are holding one of their 
annual powwows in our little village now. 
The two churches combine. 
I was in the post-office the other evening 
and the Methodist mirister gave me an 
invitation to go over to chureh with him. 
I said I would if he would answer a few 
questions I would like to ask him so the 
few hearers could understand them. The 
second question unhorsed him and he 
gamboled off for the church with lots of 
. merriment behind him and without giving 
mea second invitation to go with him. 
Yours for the freedom of mankind, 
R. H. GLOVER. 


One Advantage “of Being an Infidel— 
Spared from Grasshoppers. 
Sr. Josern, Mo , Feb. 24, 1893. 

Mr Eprror: Some years ago there were 
grasshoppers that destroyed the whole 
crop of my neighbors, while mine was 
about only one-fourth destroyed. This 
happened twice. My farm is only thirty 
rods wide, and weare four French families 
allin line. I am the only Infidel in the 
neighborhood, and the only one whose 
crop was saved. I was telling this toa 
Salvationist. He said God did it to try 
my neighbors, but me he knew it was of 
no use to try. S» that ended the argu- 
ment. 

I read to a neighbor the ‘‘Reply to the 
Theist” by Mr. Charles Laperche. He 


said, ‘‘ That man does not believe in any- 
thing.” I told him that he did, but in 
facts. 

An old lady neighbor who is a French 
Catholic, said she did not believe in hell. 
I told her that she was not a true Catholic 
if she did not. She thinks it is too wicked. 
She said, ‘‘I could not be happy in heaven 
and mother in hell.” So you see even 
the Roman Catholics begin to think. I 
asked her some questions regarding resur- 
rection, but she seems very ignorant on 
religion. Yours for truth, f 

CHARLES LAMBERT. 


Pleasant Items from Boston. 
Boston, Mass., March 7, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: Though in the home of 
the good old /nvestigator, I nevertheless 
regularly receive or buy the best Liberal 
paper out, to my mind, THe TRUTH 
Szrner. Its ‘‘ Letters from Friends” are 
always agreeable reading. I am trying 
to work the scheme mentioned by Mr. 
Butler in your issue of the 11th ult., but 
hav been refused by two dealers. They 
said it would hurt their trade. I shall 
keep on trying, however. 

New England is very conservativ. Not 
a theater is open on Sunday in this city, 
whereas in St. Louis and other Western 
towns the playhouses do a big business, 
having a matinee and evening perform- 
ance on the ‘‘Lord’s day.” However, I 
heard the Rev. Mr. Lorimer, of Tremont 
Temple, Boston’s big gospel shop, say re- 
cently in a sermon, that he did not believe 
Joshua ever made the sun and moon stand 
still; that the book referred to was not 
an inspired one, and further that the 
language was simply figurativ. *He isa 
Baptist, but water will not save him if he 
keeps that kind of sermonizing up. 

The editorial, ‘‘One of Christianity’s 
Disgraces,” is a gem, echoing, as I believe 
it does, the sentiments of every true 
Liberal. 

We should all do our best to help Tue 
TRUTH SEEKER along. If everyone who 
can would buy it at news-stands, thereby 
creating a regular demand for it, its sale 
would greatly increase. 

Respectfully, Exuis FAREWELL. 


Information Wanted. 
Wooprorps, ME., March 2, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: If some of our good Chris- 
tian brothers would kindly giv we an 
explanation of the following extract from 
their Book of Books, I should feel my- 
self to be under personal obligations to 
them. 

Matthew, in the first chapter of his gos- 
pel, givs us a genealogy of Christ through 
Joseph, and makes iwenty-eight genera- 
tions from Christ to David. Luke does 
the same thing in the third chapter of his 
gospel, but makes forty-three generations, 
and no two names in the two tables are 
the same, except those of Joseph and 
David. However, let that pass without 
comment, although it seems to me to bea 
contradiction of the first water. 

What I want explained is this—if 
Christ was really the son of God, as that 
Book says he was, he could not by any 
possibility hav been the son of Joseph, or 
any blood relation whatever of his. 

If he was descended from David at all, 
it must hay been through Mary, his 
mother. 

If your Bible be inspired, my Christian 
friends, how will you explain to me this 
inspired blunder? 

It begins to appear as if the God of the 
Jews, so far from being, as he is styled, the 
Great Architect, was utterly incapable of 
doing a thorough, finished job in any- 
thing he undertook. 

Hoping you will allow this to appear in 
the columns of your excellent paper, 
which I already admire for its plain, 
matter-of-fact way of dealing with super- 
stitions, showing up fraud and error and 
being in fact all- which its name implies, 
I remain, Yours for truth, 

Fren Irisa. 


Piercing Reproof to Our Legislators. 
BREATHEDSVILLF, MD., March 8, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: As my subscription to THE 

TRUTH Serxer has expired, and I hav not 

found a new subscriber, I herewith send 

you a $5 express money-order for two 
years’ subscription. I hope it will not be 


very long until subscribers will be more 
easily obtained than now, while many who 
really wish to read the paper, and wish 
success to the cause it advocates, are 
afraid of the church influence. According 
to my idea, the church is now booming 
itself into the last Waterloo. Light, the 
grand light of Reason and Science, is get- 
ting stronger and able to scatter the dark- 
ness of superstition wherever it meets it 
in our land. 

Our quarantine laws are the effect of 
Freethought, as well as all other human- 
itarian laws, notwithstanding contrary to 
the church. ` 

As to the Columbian exhibition, where 
reason, science, and humanity seem to 
hav been worsted, I cannot believe it to 
be a fact. Congressmen are sworn, as 
well as the president, to protect. and de- 
fend the Constitution of the United 
States to the best of their ability; there- 
fore it is plain there cannot be a law, or 
any part of a law, passed that is directly 
prohibited without perjury, and such 
law must of necessity be null and void. 

The Constitution givs us the right of 
petition, yet it seems to me a crime to ask 
or petition Congress to do that very thing 
which the Constitution says they shall not 
do, just as much as it is a crime for me to 
ask, influence, or bribe a witness or jury- 
man to do as I wish above all other con- 
siderations. I cannot see howan informed, 
honest man can sign such a petition. This 
isa matier beyond a petition, therefore I 
signed no petition against it. 

With best wishes to you, our Liberal 
brethren, and our cause, I remain, 

Yours, Joun M. Grog. 


Talmage, His God, and Many Christians, 
All Vile. 


NasxHvinie, Tenn., Jan. 28, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: The prince of mounte- 
banks, De Witt Talmage, has been here, 
and his performance in the role of a 
lecturer proved the worst disappointment 
and the most disgusting ‘‘ sell” inflicted 
on the gullible orthodox masses in a long 
time. Sam Jones’s big Tabernacle was 
crowded to the galleries, at a big fee, by 
those who were anxious to hear the ‘‘ great 
preacher.” But when Talmage read his 
wishy-washy ideas in a tame way from 
manuscript, it fell on the audience like a 
cold, wet blanket in November. The 
mystery is, how does this old theological 
fraud manage to goll the people the way 
he does? It.is amusing to see how reti- 
cent and mum the orthodox hav been ever 
since they were so badly victimized. The 
many who saw and heard Talmage ask the 
question: ‘‘Is he honest?” In my opinion 
no man can take a good look at his foxy 
mug without concluding that he is a dis- 
honest old hypocrit, unless a great mistake 
was made in putting the finishing touches 
on that telltale face of ‘his. But then the 
Bible God may hav created Talmage, and 
if he did the work exactly corresponds to 
the character of the workman, as the 
Bible God outranks all devils, big and 
little, for hate, cruelty, perfidy, and in- 
fernal meanness. 

I hay just read in the daily press about a 
good Christian missionary and his wife, 
who had spent several years traveling 
through the Chinese empire preaching to 
the celestials the beauties of ‘‘innate de- 
pravity ” and ‘‘Jesus paid it all,” and in 
all the heathen cities and villages which 
they visited they were offered no indignity 
or insult. They returned to our dear 
Christian country and held a meeting one 
night last week in the city of Omaha, with 
its one hundred churches aud two hundred 
armed policemen on duty day and night to 
keep the peace and prevent Christians 
from depredating on each other’s rights of 
life and property. When their meeting 
was over, on their way to their hotel these 
two unsuspecting missionaries, forgetting 
they were not in China, were both sand- 
bagged and robbed. Without police pro- 
tection they were safe in heathen cities, 
but an army of policemen could not save 
them from violence in a Christian city 
where the detestable, man-degrading 
doctrins of ‘‘innate vileness”’ and ‘‘eleventh- 
hour repentance ” strengthen the hand of 
the evil-doer in perpetrating his schemes 
of plunder and murder. 

Warren SMITH. 


Wants Literatnre Snpplied. 
Oswrao, N. Y., March 1, 1893. - 

Mr. Eprror: Permit me to call the at- 
tention of your readers to Brother L. R. 
Titus’s letter in your issue of February 
11th. He suggests just what I hav been 
wishing to see for many months—that 
some rich Liberal would supply some poor 
devil who has the courage but no money 
with distributing matter, including pam- 
phlets, tracts, and the World’s Fair leaf- 
lets. A few dollars expended in that way 
would do more educating than five times | 
the amount expended in public lectures. 
I hav tested that way in Oswego. I hav 
found that strong church-members are 
not offended by having the strongest 
Infidel literature thrown into their 
shops, stores, and offices. They will read 
it. The same ones would not go near a 
public lecture. And it makes more of a 
lasting impression. I hav had just cause 
to censure and blame rich Infidels, both 
in Oswego and elsewhere. I hav found to 
my disappointment that they do not aver- 
age one in a hundred that has the courage 
to do any missionary work. There are 
many cities, towns, and hamlets the dis- 
tributing of such literature from time to 
time in which would be the source of 
converting many hundreds from the church 
teachings that could not be educated by 
public lectures at a much greater expense. 
I hope this plan will be carried out by 
some few Liberals in the near future. If 
it should be, remember me as one that 
wants a good supply of the fighting ma- ° 
terial. 

Iam very much pleased with Brother 
John W. Abbott’s reply to the Hon. John 
Davis and Senator Peffer. I hav beena 
leader and a representativ on the electoral 
ticket of the People’s party, but I must 
say I never would become a member of a 
Farmers’ Alliance club that would open 
its meetings with prayer. I offer my best 
wishes and blessings to Mayor Washburne 
of Chicago. He presented a very . able 
argument before the Congressional com- 
mittee at Washington for an open Sunday. 
Tt is an address of which I wish millions 
of copies could be distributed broadcast. 
He asked what justice there would be to 
legislate in favor of ten million Sunday- 
closing bigots and debar fifty million 
citizens of their constitutional rights and 
privileges of free-born people, His ap- 
peal in behalf of the laboring class of our 
citizens was noble and grand. I hav 
thought, Do the closing church bigots 
stop and think of the many millions of 
sailors and soldiers that know no Sunday 
in their professional duty? Their sym- 
pathy for the employees at the World’s 
Fair buildings, wishing to giv them a rest- 
day, is not needed, for there are many 
thousands wishing and starving for that 
amount of employment. But I think I 
hav said my share for the World’s Fair 
opening. 

From one that demands justice, 
JASPER J. BRown. 

[We hav supplied Mr. Brown with a 
bundle cf tracts and TRUTH SAEKERS and 
hope he will stir up his town with them. 
It is a good work, and those who will do 
it should be encouraged.—Ep. T. 8.] 


‘A Futnre Life? 


Rocuesrer, Mica., Feb. 15, 1898. . | 

Mr. Eprror: Inclosed you will find $5 
for another two years’ subscription to Tam 
TRUTH SEEKER. I am becoming an old 
man, now nearly seventy-six. I may not 
be here to read it so long, but will venture 
to take the chances. I hav taken the pa- 
per from the start, and want to continue 
it as long as my eyesight holds out at 
least. 

On the whole, I like the old TRUTH 
SEEKER very much; its communications, 
correspondence, bright, suggestiv 
t‘ Children’s Corner,” and all. In read- 
ing I skip none of it, hardly the adver- 
tisements. 

The editorials seem in the right place, 
for I almost always read them first, and the 
direct, clear-cut, incisiv manner in which 
you write, and the spirit you manifest 
toward opponents, pleases me. The Lib- 
erality you also show in printing both sides 
of discussions seems quite admirable. 

The discussions in your columns regard- 
ing a future life hav much interested me. 
Some of your correspondents seem quite 
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positiv that mind, soul, or spirit does not 
exist independent of a human brain, that 
it in fact is only a result or process of 
brain-action. Others, again, as firmly be- 
lieve that mind may and doesexist after it 
has left the brain-tenement, and claim that 
there are a multitude of well-attested 
facts to sustain their belief. 

Nature seems to hav brought us into 
being with a wonderful attachment to life 
here, and also placed down deep within us 
—or most of us—a lifelong hope for an ex- 
istence hereafter. If she shall meeé this 
demand of her own planting, granting us 
another life, with more and possibly bet- 
ter opportunities for its enjoyment, very 
well! If not, how is she going to avoid 
the charge of being finally bankrupt? It 
was a wonderful work getting us started 
here. Has that herculean labor, think 
you, exhausted all her resources? 

Occasionally a writer of yours expresses 
himself as well pleased with the prospect 
before him of an eternal.dreamless sleep. 
It is going to be such a peaceful rest after 
earth’s turmoil! Yet we do not hear of 
anyone congratulating himself upon the 
enjoyment of the long sleep he had before 
his birth, back in the beginningless past. 
But why not, if the thought of future an- 
nihilation is such a restful, pleasant one? 

By the way, it would seem that Inger- 
soll—a name that we Liberals are always 
ready to swear by—is not so very far from 


a belief, or, if you please, a firm hope, in 


a future life. Let us read from him: ‘I 

thank him for the brave words he has said 

on the subject of death. Since he has 

- lived death is less fearful than it was be- 

.fore, and thousands and millions will 

walk down into the dark valley of the 

shadow holding Walt Whitman by the 

hand, long after we are dead. The 

brave words that he has spoken will sound 

like trumpets to the dying.” And here 

are a few of them: 

Do yor suspect death? If I were to sus- 
pect death I should die now; 

Do you think I would walk well pleased 
coward annihilation? 

Pleasantly and well suited I walk; 

henri I al pee I cannot define, put I know 
it is 

I feel like one that has done his work, I 
progress on; 

The unknown ‘sphere more real than I 
dreamed, more direct, darts awaken- 


ing rays upon me. 
Sol ae 2 little time, vocal, ‘visible, con- 


Attema, a melodious echo, death mak- 
ing me undying. 

The question now occurs to me, can 
these sentences of Walt Whitman, by any 
adroit handling in a Materialistic refining 
crucible, or by some literary legerdemain, 
hav the idea of personal immortality fairly 
eliminated from them? If not, and if 
Robert Ingersoll was, at the time of de- 
livering that incomparable funeral ad- 
dress, absolutely, through and through, an 
Agnostic, then. it would certainly seem 
that he was left to speak a great deal bet- 
ter than he didn’t know. 

Bear with me a few words more, The 
Editor of this paper, and the men and 
women who hav written for it—some of 
you a goodly number of years—I want to 
thank you all most heartily for the oppor- 
tunity you hav afforded me of reading 
your many valuable thoughts, so ably ex- 
pressed and on such a variety of subjects. 
To me it has been an education, and done 
me otherwise a world of good. In fact, 
the names of many of you seem go familiar 
to me in connection with your writings 
that I find myself almost counting you as 
personal friends, and often wish I could 
meet you, if.only to exchange a few 
words. 

If the lease of life holds good for ns, 
over into the great somewhere, beyond, I 
hope yet to make your personal acquaint- 
ance. And as this may be my last word 
here, let me not forget to pay my respects 
to the inimitable Heston, who, with those 
terrible, pitiless cartoons, has been and 
yet is hitting with such stunning effect 
some of the worst shams in this wide 
world. C. H. GREENE. 


Women Must Be Developed Before En- 
franchised. 
CONCORDIA, Kan., Feb. 22, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: Please to allow me a little 
space in THe Trutu SEEKER for the pur- 
pose of congratulating Albert Sandberg 


upon his excellent, common-sense views 
regarding woman’s suffrage, as disclosed 
in your issue of February 8th. When he 
says, ‘‘ Liberals surely must be aware that 
nearly all preachers and very religious 
people desire the women to vote,” he 
strikes a note which ought to force those 
Liberals to take heed as to where they are 
rushing. 

Of course the ‘dear pastor” wants his 
sweet, lovable, pious feminin flock to vote, 
for he knows that when they do so his ad- 
vice will be followed to the letter, with 
loving glances and trustful giggles. He 
prefers that they shall not know too 
much, and they would rather, much 


rather, read novels and go begging for 


the church and sell their kisses promis- 
cuously at church fairs than tire themselvs 
out over ‘‘nasty old polities.” What do 
you think would be the state of the 
churches if there should be a law enacted 
prohibiting women from attending church 
and from having anything to do with 
church matters? I think that Christianity 


would collapse, evaporate, dematerialize; 
it would become a dream of the past; and 
those thousands of untaxed spire-tipped 
edifices would be turned into horse stables 
or something else useful; and perhaps 
then the homeless street ‘‘kids” would 
sometimes find shelter within them with- 
And 
yet Liberals who are old enough to know 
better are anxious that the women who 


out being advised to ‘‘move on.” 


sustain those churches shall vote honest, 


Freethinking men and women into outer 
darkness and their putty Jew God into the 
O sweet consistency, do 

It has seemed to me for 
a long time as if Liberals are trying to 
bite off their own noses just to see what a 
grotesque appearance their faces will pre- 


Constitution. 
sparkle a little! 


sent after the painful experiment. 


I freely confess that I am willing to 
forego the exquisit fun of voting, rather 
than to see our republic go to the ‘‘ bow- 
as it certainly will do if women, in 
their present benighted condition, politic- 
Any person 
who has wasted time over the various 
political issues of the day and has dabbled 


wows,” 


ally, are given the ballot. 


a little in the study of civil government, 


political economy, and such trash, cannot 
fail to feel a trifle nervous about seeing 
an overwhelming mass of home-grown 
ignorance, in addition to the vast supplies 
imported from Europe, heaped upon the 
more than enough already on hand con- 


troling affairs of state. 

It may be remembered that our amiable 
and gallant legislature a few years ago 
tendered to the women of this lively com- 
monweaith the rights of municipal suffrage. 


Kangas legislators are not addicted to the 
bad habit of following the ancient and 


worm-eaten customs of anybody’s an- 


cestors, as the recent carnival at our state 
If they are not suf- 
ficiently original in one way, why, their 
successors take more striking and even 


capital goes to prove. 


shooting methods. Municipal suffrage to 
women was one way, and if anyone who 
has stemmed the storm since that mistake 
went into effect has the hardihood lo say 


that the political condition of the state is 


better than before, or that the towns are 
cleaner and better governed, or that there 
are fewer places of low morality, let him 
consult a brain specialist at once—delays 
are dangerous. 

Being a woman, I hav many oppor- 
tunities for finding out the mental status 
of the sweet spring voter from which 
brave masculinity is debarred, and I hav 
had experiences the remembrance of 
which always causes a smile and then a 
tear. I will relate one incident, just to 
show how well prepared one woman was to 
take upon herself the affairs of state. 

In the summer of 1888, when the Repub- 
lican convention was making things lively 
and the question as to what man would be 
nominated filled the very air, I happened 
to be at the house of an acquaintance, a 
member of the church, a voter, and the 
mother of two youngsters, both of whom 
may hav the blessed privilege at some 
future date of breaking down doors ia 
legislativ halls. Upon the piano lay piles 
of illustrated papers telling all about the 
convention and near them, face down, a 
dog-eared novel. While I was there, the 
husband came in with a fresh supply of 
papers and a radiant face, and I said, 


“Hurrah for —?” and he shouted 

“Harrison!” Mrs. Blank then became 
somewhat interested and said, ‘‘ Who is 
going to bə president next time, dear?” 
As if in echo of himself, he repeated, 
“Harrison.” ‘‘Oh, is he?” said she. ‘I 
didn’t know. I heard somebody say that 
they were going to appoint Cleveland 
again.” 

I am not given to pitying men, for they 
seem strong enough, asa rule, to take care 
of themselvs; but I did feel sorry for that 
fellow and disguised my amusement per- 
fectly. Do not imagin for one moment 
that Mrs. Blank was an igvorant woman. 
She could read and she did read nearly all 
the time, and she knew ‘‘just lots.” She 
could hav told you, to within the sixteenth 
ofa palp, just how many palpitations Al- 
phonso’s activ heart made while he held 
in his loving arms the fainting but angelic 
form of his adored Celestia and showered 
passionate kisses upon her marble brow 
just subsequent to her giving an affirmativ 
reply to a very stale question, as set forth 
in the above-named novel; and she was as 
well capacitated to vote as nine-tenths of 
the women are. 

I did intend to tell you how the “‘ women 
folks” of this town voted the Bible into 
school, but if I do so I fear you will be 
frightened at the length of this and giv 
instructions to hav it thrown into the 
broken-type receptacle—a thing that 
seems to hold its own in printing offices 
in spite of all revisions. I will add, how- 
ever, that it would be better for Liberals 
to labor for these poor, creed-bound 
women than to waste energy in gaining 
for them the rights of suffrage. I do all 
that I ean in a small way for that object, 
and almost enjoy the abuse that I some- 
times get for my pains. Let us wait until 
the harvest is ripe and avoid mildew. 
There is plenty of useful work ready for 
our hands. Rerta 8. ANDERSON. 


Women Will Vote As Intelligently As 
Men. 
Porrnanp, Kan., March 8, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: I see in a copy of Tun 
Trura SEEKER, dated February 18th, an 
article from Albert Sandberg, of Nunach, 
Cal., which I would like the privilege of 
answering. The title of this article is 
“Women Will Abolish What Little Lib- 
erty We Hav.” 

It will be apparent at once that I do not 
agree with Mr. Sandberg’s statements, 
and am therefore appearing on the de- 
fensiv. 

In the first place he says: ‘‘ Now that 
the Freethought Federation of America 
is an established fact it behooves us as 
intelligent electors to closely examin, 
from more than one standpoint, whether 
our sisters, mothers, and wives should 
share with the men that greatest of re- 
sponsibilities, the ballot.” 

He goes on to say that women are not 
educated properly to be able to vote in- 
telligently. They must be aroused to 
their position by being made to feel the 
littleness of dress, novel-reading, gossip, 
ete. 

I wish to ask how Mr. Sandberg pro- 
poses to bring about this reform. Does 
he think that by posing as the wisest of 
God’s creatures, and setting his feet 
(figurativly speaking) squarely across the 
necks of the ‘‘dear creatures,” by and by 
they will step forth perfect political 
graduates? 

Furthermore I ask, how true is Mr. 
Sandberg’s statemant where he says: 
“Liberals surely must be aware that 
nearly all preachers and very religious 
people desire the women to vote?” I 
assert that this is not true, for if it were 
women would long ago hav held the ballot. 
For the different religions in one form or 
another comprise vast majority. Show 
one instance where the people of any 
religious ‘faith (orthodox so called) were 
ever tbe first to advocate any reform. How 
was it with the question of slavery? The 
churches held that slavery was right long 
after it became an agitated question in 
the land. Just so with nearly all of the 
great questions of reform—we find the 


churches among the last to fall in with 


the plan. Hence I say that Mr. Sandberg 


is wrong when he says that the clergy has 
an eye for its own gains in urging the 
franchise for women. 


The preachers, 


it is true, are now beginning to giv their 
sanction to this reform, but they were not 
the first, by any means, to advocate it. 

I would be ashamed to class myself with 
the Liberals if I wished to deny to men 
the free use of the ballot. No doubt Mr. 
Sandberg will be filled with holy horror 
to think that a woman would dare to 
question man’s, lordly man’s right to the 
ballot. But nevertheless I do affirm, and 
I believe on a logical basis, that women 
as a class, frivolous and giddy as the 
writer tries to picture them, are as well 
qualified to-day to cast an intelligent vote 
as are the men. How many men, think 
you, are there that know and understand 
the principles of the party for which they 
are voting? I will venture to say that not 
more than one in ten knows what the 
word tariff means. They could not tell 
the true meaning of the term free trade. 
Yet every man (in years) has a legal right 
to vote for or against these things. 

Talk about women reforming before 
they can vote. The question most im- 
portant to consider is to educate the men 
as well as the women. But as we already 
hav given men the ballot regardless of 
intelligence or even principle, I ask, how 
much worse can we make matters by giv- 
ing women an equal chance—which is 
theirs by right any way? 

Again, he says: ‘‘Think of the danger 
to our treasured freedom of conscience if 
the fanatical Woman's Christian Tem- 
perance Union, led by that very able 
female suffragist, Miss Frances Willard, 
were turned at large with the ballot in 
their hands.” Now the Temperance ques- 
tion is a broad one, and one that cannot 
he passed over with one sweeping state- 
-ment, and especially with the one that 
Mr. Sandberg makes. Just look at him 
ashe draws himself up with such dignity 
as he says: ‘‘Think of the danger to our 
treasured freedom of conscience,” ete. I 
do not doubt, judging from his language, 
that his freedom of conscience is very 
treasured. It must be kept even at the 
expense of other people’s happiness and 
comfort. How is freedom, in its true 
sense, to be granted if. liquor is allowed a 
place where it can drive its slaves over 
the hearts and consciences of others? It 
is an impossibility to be free with liquor, 
because before very long you are liquor’s 
slave instead of making it serve you. 
No one can deny that liquor is an evil, 
and no one should hav a right to force 
evil of any kind upon another just for the 
sake of his or her ‘‘treasured freedom of 
conscience.” 

The idea of the writer calling himself 
a Liberal when he is trying to prohibit 
people from making Sunday laws! Why 
not hav laws? Law regarding Sunday is 
what we need, but let us educate our 
men and women so that they will make 
the right kind of laws. By the right kind 
of laws I mean intelligent laws, laws to 
govern but not to fetter. The idea of a 
great many concerning Liberalism is to 
do as we please, every man for himself 
regardless of others. Such ideas are 
/narchism and ought not to be tolerated. 
We must be governed by laws in order to 
enjoy. If there were no laws the weak 
would suffer at the hands of the strong; 
and no one could enjoy as much as when 
he is protected in right and cheeked from 
wrong. 

Lastly I wish to mention the language 
of Mr. Sandberg. On second thought, I 
think, he would hesitate before using it 
again. It shows uncharity for those who 
do not agree with him, as well as a hasty 
impulse, together with an effort to show 
off. In my opinion no well-bred gentle- 
man would use such language. 

According to his belief all readers of 
his article must suffer and put up with his 
offensiv language to keep from treading 
on his ‘‘ treasured freedom of conscience.” 

Then if the Freethought Federation 
means Anarchism, a right to trample on 
others, and the exclusion of the ballot to 
women, whose intelligence often exceeds 
that of the present voters, the sooner it is 
banished from the land the better. 


But in my opinion this is notso. The 
Freethought Federation, instead, as I 
understand it, upholds ‘law and ‘order, 
helping good along and suppressing e evil; 
and the question uppermost should be to 
find out the real good and real evil. When 
this is reached we will hav approached 
perfection. Lavra Knox. 


which are but as hands and feet to the 
soul; the means by which it makes itself 
manifest. It would seem not to be so 
much the duty of the teacher to cram 
the mind of the child with the thoughts 
of others, as it is to direct him how to 
think; for the modern mind cannot be 
permanently satisfied with the supersti- 
tions that hav prevailed, nor confined in 
the petty circles of old traditions, for it is 
self-asserting. It says, ‘‘I hay thoughts 
of my own, as well as Socrates, Plato, or 
Dante, Cesar, or St. Chrysostom—and 
why should I not use them? The same 
fountain at which they sleked their thirst 
for knowledge exists now; and itis free 
to all; therefore it rests with me, at first 
hand, to drain or refuse the cup, beaded 
and sparkling with immortal thoughts,” 

Yes, ‘‘the gods hay pondered, and a 
new era has arisen.” Meteoric splendors 
no longer terrify us. It is no longer a 
crime to believe ex cathedra., Geology 
has shown our vaporings about creation 
to be but figments of the brain. The 
spade of the archæologist has thrown light 
upon the dark places of history. Elec- 
tricity discounts time and space. We hav 
given up hunting for a vessel to hold a 
universal solvent; for chemistry has dis- 
solved alchemy. Astronomy has throttled 
astrology, and the planets and stars now 
mind their own business. Our mental 
vision is ‘‘ widening with the process of 
the suns.” What if we are startled out of 
our old and defunct proprieties? Our 
faces are toward the morning and we no 
longer want men and women trained to 
think to order; for we would rather—now 
and then—be terrified, as was the public 
when Dickens wrote his ‘‘ Do-the-boys 
Hall,” or when Thackeray produced his 
t‘ Becky Sharp,” or still better when 
Helen Gardener’s ‘‘Is This Your Son, 
My Lord?” appeared. 

There are times in every life when the 
heart is opened and lets in a sunbeam of 
our better nature. Then the overflow of 
our inner consciousness is sweet and 
lyrical, It seems to me that every ser- 
mon, essay, and address, every expressed 
thought, should be a perfect transcript—a 
photograph of the soul. Then our teach- 
ing from pulpit, press, and rostrum would 
cease to be one-sided, cease to be a trav- 
esty. Then we should no longer be com- 
pelled to listen to the voice and echo of 
the paid attorney, but instead thereof our 
public utterances would become a vitaliz- 
ing influence and react on society, clearing 
away the cobwebs of conventionality, 
winnowing the chaff from the wheat, 
purging the gold of its dross, and bring- 
ing to view the untarnished intellectual 
coin of the ages. And why should we 
fear innovation? Remember that we hav, 
nor can we hay, but one moment of time, 
and that is the ever-recurring Now, which 
is all there is of eternity; and that in the 
intellectual and ethical, as well as in 
the physical world, the cradle is always 
rocked on the grave; and that the new -of 
to-day will be the old of to-morrow; that 
we are begirt with spiritual as well as 
physical laws that execute themselys; and 
that ‘‘the things we now esteem fixed 
shall one by one detach themeelvs like 
ripened fruit from our experience and 
fall,” 

But to return from my digression. 
‘ Who goes slow, goes long and goes 
far,” says the Italian proverb; and equally 
true is the Welsh saying, that ‘‘ Failures 
are but pillars of success.” To verify 
these sayings let us look at the lives of 
those who hay been foremost in the 
world’s advance; their names are legion, 
but we will giv afew: Dryden was a dull 
boy both at school and at college, and 
necessity drove bhim to embark on the sea 
of letters. Grant stood low in his class, 
but became general of the army, and 
president. Pestalozzi was unsuccessful at 
school. Goldsmith was especially stupid, 
and was declared ‘indolent and a block- 
head, and only became an author by com- 
pulsion. Cowper was nearly thirty- 
five before he knew his own powers. 
Whitfield hated instruction, was a young 
thief, and called ‘‘utterly wicked.” 
Buffon was by no means a prodigy in 
youth, The illustrious Diderot was early 
called the scapegrace of his family. 
Dumas, Balzac, and John Hownrd the 
philanthropist, were idlers in boyhood 


Qhildren s Gorner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wrzos, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communica- 
tions for this Corner should be sent. 


“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
ĝ When the night 5 beginning to tomer 

omes & pause in the day’s occupati 
That is knows as the jldren’s Hour.” 


Bessie’s Opinion. 
Bessie went to church that morning; 
She had never been before, 
“ But she’s old erongh,” said mamma; 
“ Threc years old, an4 almost four.” 


She had promised to be quiet; 

“ No, indeed, she woulda’t cry!” 

Holding tight to papa’s finger, 
Off she went with sparkling eye. 


Wonderingly she saw the people, 
Saw the flowers and the rest, 

Gazed up at the lofty arches, 
But the music pleased her best. 


When it ceased and came the sermon, 
Bessie frowned and fidgeted. 
‘Sh, be quiet, Bess!” said mamma. 
But she shook her little head, 


Stood up on the red pew-cushion, 

Waved her hand in queenly way 
Toward the preacher, toward the organ~ 
“ Mav, be quiet! Band, you play!” 


—M. Helen Frazer Lovett in the Churchman. 
r 


Musings. 


I saw not long since an article headed 
“A Plea for the Dullard,” which brought 
vividly to mind my early school experi- 
ence, as I then, tenaciously, held the foot 
of the dunce class, and, as far as scholar- 
ship is concerned, I am like the Irishman 
who said, ‘‘ When I came to this country 
I was all rags, and I hav held my own re- 
markably well ever since.” . 

Talleyrand in speaking of the act of a 
contemporary said, ‘‘It is worse than a 
crime, it is a blunder.” And thusI would 
characterize the act of anyone who would 
say or do anything to discourage a child, 
for I know the harm thus done cannot 
well be estimated. Such acourse chills 
and deadens the sensibilities, and leaves a 
sting behind to rankle, no Jess potent be- 
cause in the breast of a child, for child- 
hood has no defense against our grown-up 
assumption, but must perforce remain 
dumb before our vaunted wisdom. ‘‘Our 
wisdom!’ Most of our crnelty comes 
from want of perception; and I much fear 
that if we should carefully analyze our 
own acquirements, we should find our- 
selvs the veriest jejune babies. And be- 
sides, it is not brave to wantonly injure 
the feelings of anyone, and absolute 
cowardice to do so to a child who feels 
and recollects, but does not understand. 
I hold with Dr. Johnson, who said, ‘‘ Sir, 
a man has no more right to say an uncivil 
thing than to act one, no more right to 
say a rude thing to another than to knock 
him down.” And I believe that we hay 
yet to reach a stage of civilization in 
which we shall realize that a stab from 
pen or tongue isas much a crime as a shot 
from a pistol. 

In the morning of life the mind is like 
the germ in spring-time—struggling for 
florescence. We are first objectiv, then 
subjectiv. Then let us not forget our 
own derelictions in childhood; and they 
were not always willful. Emerson has 
well said that ‘‘In my dealing with my 
child, my Latin and my Greek, my ac- 
complishments and my money, stead me 
nothing. They are all lost on him ; but 
as much soul as I hav avails. If I am 
merely willful, he givs me a Roland for 
an Oliver, sets his will against mine, one 
for one, and leaves me, if I please, the 
degradation of beating him by my superi- 
ority of strength. Butif I renounce my 
will and act from the soul, setting that up 
as umpire between us two, out of his 
young eyes looks the same soul; he re- 
veres and loves with me; for the soul is 
the perceiver and revealer of truth.” And 
here the words of Leigh Hunt are apt— 
« Even power itself hath not one-half the 
might of gentleness.” 

The teaching that shall direct the 
thought of the twentieth century, will not 
be by the ferule, threats, or debasement; 
neither will the lessons be the ‘‘ juiceless 
dogmas, dry argument and theories, of the 
past, however closely knit.” But it will 
be by development of the whole entity— 
the physical, mental, and moral nature, 


and ‘‘made haste slowly” at school. 
Even the brilliant Sheridan was pro- 
nounced by his mother to be one of the 
most impenetrable dunces. The elder 
Isambard Brunel had no taste for the clas- 
sics, and was noways remarkable in youth; 
but he was a close observer, and when a 
common sailor, by watching the ship- 
worm, as it made its way through the 
timber, varnishing the top and sides asa 
shield, he learned how to construct his 
famous tunnel under the river Thames, 
Lord Cockburn, of Scotland, when at the 
high school ‘‘ exhibited no indications of 
extraordinary ability,” but says of him- 
self, ‘I was thrashed into stupidity by my 
teachers”—which reminds me of that ugly 
factor of school life, corporal punishment. 

The Greeks did not allow the use of the 
ferule or the rod, holding that their use 
destroyed the finer sensibility of the 
child, ‘‘though it should be the first care 
and labor of the preceptor to increase it; 
that to beat the body was to debase the 
mind, that nothing so soon or so totally 


-abolished the sense of shame, and yet 


that sense is at once the best preservativ 
of virtue;” and virtue with them was 
synonymous with bravery and honor; 
and nobility of thought and action ap- 
pears all through their literature, urging 
to noble deeds and high emprise. Take 
but one example among the many—Hec- 
tor’s speech to Ajax as they are to contend 
before the walls of Troy: 
But open be our fight, and bold each 
blow; 

I steal no conquest from a noble foe. 

And after the battle— 


But let us, on this memorable day, 

Exchange some gift: that Greece and 
Troy may say 

Not hate, but glory, made these chiefs 
contend; 

And each brave foe was in his soul a 
friend. 

It is beautiful that childhood should 
question, and thatage should teach; butitis 
a shame to crush and damp the young ardor 
of the soul by punishment, overshadowing 
the budding life with fear; and I am con- 
strained to say, Speed the day when cor- 
poral punishment—that relic of barbarism 
—shall be banished from our schools 
and hearthstones. Punishment—that 
word should be expunged from our vo- 
cabulary. I speak not against a proper 
and loving restraint; but it is more than 
doubtful as to the feasibility of punish- 
ment at all, for disguise it how you will, 
our punishments are but revenge, and it 
would not be hard to demonstrate that 
‘“ moral defects and physical diseases are 
correlated;” hence both must be left to 
the unwritten law of nature, whose de- 
crees are inexorable and always destructiv 
of ignorance, 
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We pity the physical defects of our 
children and try to cure them of such ail- 
ments, whether they are hereditary or ac- 
quired ; but instead of compassion for 
their moral deformity, we punish with 
stripes, forgetting that the brain is a 
palimpsest written allover, scrawl upon 
scrawl, with heredity and environment, so 
that the destiny of many [yes, all, Ep.] is 
practically determined, even before birth; 
and by careful analysis of parentage and 
surroundings, we see how some are vile 
and some are saints; and how, by a law, 
criminals are fabricated; or in other words 
we are conscious of cause and effect; and 
we may well ask, ‘‘ What is wickedness?” 
Hav we any right to expect virtue in a 
child born and reared in an atmosphere 
of crime and curses? Has he any choice 
but to become wicked? Yes, but it is 
the minimum, and only the recordivg 
angel can strike the balance of such a life; 
and Burns was right when he said: 

What’s done we partly may compute; 

But know not what's resisted, 
` And yet the law of inheritance hands 
down our virtues as well as our vices; and 
the hope, the glory of our race lies in the 
fact that virtue is progressiv and aggressiv; 
it is a vital force and can be safely trusted 
to combat error. The history of man— 
written and unwritten— shows its potency. 
Evolution is a principle that has come to 
stay. It teaches that humanity has 
traveled a long and weary road from 
savagery to barbarism, and from thence to 
civilization. It shows that all divine wis- 
dom is not located in the past; that the 
golden age is before, not behing us; that 
the star in the East is perpetual, and that 
the children yet to be born shall hav a 
better birth, a better environment, a 
better development, a better life, and that 
the voice of God is a continual call, and 
Pascal was right when he said, ‘‘The 
whole succession of mankind during the 
long course of centuries must be con- 
sidered as that of one man forever existing 
and forever learning something new.” Yes, 
every age shows man to himself as a more 
wonderful creation; and as civilization 
advances, morality goes hand in hand with 
intelligence, for 
The eternal course by God ordained 

Is upward, onward still; 

From dark to light, from wrong to right— 

Evolving good from ill. 

Perish the thought that children are 
totally depraved and that their moral 
aberrations are instigated by an infernal 
power. Let us remember that the good 
or evil we see in them is in exact propor- 
tion to the good or evil in ourselvs, and 
that if we giv them a fair chance and ` 
proper training their lives shall be a joy 
to the world and as radiant as the morning. 
Let us meet them with love and respectin 


— 
o 


REDUCTION IN PRICE OF A GREAT BOOK. 


With the eighth edition of 
| Winwood Reade’ s “ Martyr- 


ni 
A 
[e | 
2 a 'production has been les- 
a 
| i | 
ama {the price from $1 75 to 
is 


dom of Man,’ the cost of 


sened so that we can reduce 


$1.00. 


The book has had a phenomenal sale for so heretical a work I 
“Men, Women, and Gods,” and we give our readers the pecuniary benefit ofit. The 


second only to Helen Gardener's 


“MARTYRDOM OF MAN” 


Is a very interestingly pictured synopsis of universal history, showing what the race has undergone 


—its martyrdom—in its rise to its present plane. 


It shows 


how War ard Religion have been oppres- 


sive factors in man’s struggle for Liberty, and the last chapter, of some 150 pages, describes his 
intelicctual struggle from the animal period of the earth to the present, adding an outline of what 


the author conceives would be a religion of reason and love. 


The chapters are: 


Egypt, Western Asia, the Persians, the Greeks, the Macedonians, Alexandria, the 
W AR ,Phenicians, Carthage aud Rome, Roman Africa, the Arabs. 


The Natural History of Religion, the Israelites, the Jews, the Prophets, 
RELIGION  cumacter of Jesus, the Christians, Arabis, Mecca, Character of Moham- 


med, Description of Africa. the Mo 


ammedans in Central Africa. 


Ancient Europe, Inyasion of the Germans, the Castle, the Town, the 
LI BE RT Church, Venicc, Arab Spain, the Portuguese, Discoverers, the Slave Trade, 
Abolition in Europe, Abolition in America, Materials of Human History. 
Animal Period of the Earth, Origin of Man, and Early History, 
INTELLE «Summary of Universal History, The Future of the Human Race, The 
Religion of Reason and Love. 


` Price reduced from $1.75 to $1.00. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, ¢ 


28 Lafayette place, New York, 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, MARCH 25, 


189 


our own hearts and they shall giv us 
measure for measure, for ‘‘ With whatso- 
ever measure ye mete, it shall be measured 
to you again,” is a universal law of nature. 
But I hav dogmatized sufficiently and 
will close by an extract from a report 
made one hundred years ago by Condorcet 
to the French legislativ, on education: 
“If the indefinit improvement of our 


species is, as I believe, a general law of: 


nature, man ought no longer to regard 
himself as a being limited to a transitory 
and isolated existence, destined to vanish 
after an alternativ of happiness or of 
misery for himself and of good and evil 
for those whom chance has placed near 
him; but he becomes an activ part of the 
grand whole, and a fellow-laborer in work 
that is eternal. In an existencs of a mo- 
ment, and upon a point in space, he can 
by his works compass all space and con- 
tinue to act long centuries after his mem- 
ory has disappeared fromthe earth. . . . 
For a long time I hav considered these 
views as dreams which were to be realized 
only in an indefinit future and for a world 
where I should not exist. A happy event 
has suddenly opened an immense career 
to the hopes of the human race; a single 
instant has put a century of distance be- 
tween the man of to-day and him of to- 
morrow. . . . Public authority can 
not establish a body of doctrin which is 
to be exclusivly taught. No public power 
ought to hav the authority or even the 
permission to prevent the development of 
new truths or the teaching of theories con- 
trary to its particular policy or to its mo- 
mentary interests.” <A. J..STAcRPOLE. 
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Tomathoz. By Hudor Genone, author 
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With original drawings by Louis M. Glackens. 
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Inquirendo Island. A novel. By Hudor 
Genone. 12mo, 353 pages; cloth, $1: paper, 
50c. “This book is to me a delightful sur- 
prise. In my judgment itis a stronger piece of 
fiction than Edward Bellamy’s ‘ Looking Back- 
ward,’ which at times it reminds onc of. Itis a 
merciless exposure of Pharisaism and hypoc- 
risy, which is so prevalent in fashionable Chris. 
tianity of to-day. It isa gaod book, and while 
it will offend many, should be read by all."— 


e Arena. : 
Lecture on the Bible. By Rev. Charles 
Voysey, pastor of the Theistic church of Lon- 
on, with anew introduction by Rev. Herbert 


Taft Root. Paper, 37 pages; 20c. 
God in the Constitution. By Arthur ‘B. 
Bradford. Paper, 18mo, 18 pages; 10c. x 
Evolution in its Relations to Evangelical 


Religion. By B. F. Underwood. Paper, 
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The Change of Front of the Universe. 
By Minot J. Savage. Paper. 31 pages, 10c. 
A Study of Primitive Christianity. By 
Lewis G. Janes. Cloth, octavo, gilt top, uncut 
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a thorough scholar, and one cannot fail to be 
impressed with the care, the houesty, the faith- 
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rable volume. ”—[Popular Science Mouthly. 
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William Mackintire Salter. Paper, 12mo, 32 
pages, 19c. 
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‘William Mackintire Salter. Paper, 12mo0, 29 
pages, 10c. 
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Bierbower. _ Paper, 16mo, 200 pares. 50c.; cloth, 
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tific value. His book is almost as systematic as 
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-stands in fine contrast to the rambling, ethical 
discussion of which we hear so much and which 
leads us nowhere.”—[Chicago Daily News. 


Liberty and Life. Seventeen discourses 
on the applications of scientific truth to morals 
and religion. By E.P. Powell. 12mo, 208 pages; 
cloth, $1; paper, 50c. “Strong. even bold, 
essays on ethical and religious subjects. They 
are the work of a man of vigorous intellect, who 
has studied the doctrine of evolution long an 
carefully, and has not found it necessary to 
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are full of interest to the casual reader by rea- 
son of their fund of anecdote and biographical 
citation, and to the sceker for religious and 
moral tuth they offer many helps.”—{Literary 
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By J. C. F. Grumbine. Cloth, square 18m10, 
75 pages, 30c. ‘Mr. Grnmbine’s statements are 
sound and well put. His book is the fruit of 
wide reading and investigation. Itis a helpful 
one,is thoroughly interesting reading, ind its 
presentation of the relation between cvolution 
and Christianity includes much valuable 
thought.”—[Buffalo Express. 
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the World of Man. By Theodore Parker. 
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Rufus Leighton. 12mo, 430 pages; cloth, $1.25; 


Paper, 50c. 
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A LIBERAL STORY, 
Ey Mas. E. J. BALL, Price, 25 cents. 


[N ows of the (Deck. 


Jas. van Buarcom, of Oakland, N. J., 
who uttered profanity on the highway for 
as been 

sentenced to sixty days’ imprisonment. 


Mrs. Janz Harpen, of Elizabeth, N. J., 
found on her doorstep a babe with an 
envelope inclosing a $5 bill and the in- 
formation that the child’s father had 
deserted the mother’ because of religious 
differences, and the latter could not sup- 
port it alone. 


Tue London school board has decided 
that while instruction in the dogmas of any 
sect shall not be allowed, it isnot advisable 
to limit religious instruction to reading 
selections of holy writ without comment 
or explanation. The board has voted that 
teachers shall giv such explanations of the 
Bible as are suited. to the capabilities of 
the children. 


Ar Roubaix, France, last Sunday, So- 
cialists attacked a Catholic meeting, 
reaching it by breaking in doors. They 
spit on and shattered the crucifix. The 
priests to allay their rage began to intone 
anthems. The Socialists knocked them 
down and then carried them to the doors 
and threw them out. When police arrived 
the assailants had driven every Catholic 
from the hall and smashed all the furni- 
ture. 


Tur ballot of the Presbyterian minis- 
ters on the Briggs and Smith heresy 
cases and on the doctrin of biblical iner- 
rancy, begun some time ago by the Cin- 
cinnati Post, is practically complete, and 
the opinion is against Professors Briggs 
and Smith. The Bible is indorsed asa 
book practically without error, containing 
the true message of God to man. Higher 
criticism, as explained by Professor 
Briggs, is condemned as destractiv and as 
an aid to Infidelity. 


Tue Protestants of Ulster province, 
Ireland, hav organized an ‘‘ Ulster De- 
fense Union,” to defend themselvs by 
arms against the Catholic tyranny which 
they expect to attend Home Rule. This 
Union will hav a council of six hundred 
members, an executiv board of forty, 
and an elaborate machinery of defense. 
The general assembly of the Presbyte- 
rian church in Ireland has declared its 
solemn belief that under a Dublin parlia- 
ment there will be no safety for property, 
person, or religious creed. 


Ir is now said of Secretary of State 
Gresham: ‘‘ He is not an unbeliever, and 
he is never offensiv to church people. An 
intimate friend defines his position thus: 
‘ He believes in a future life and in the 
existence of a supreme being, but prob- 
ably he would not wish to be put on the 
stand for a rigid cross-examination as to 
what he believes and what he disbelieves, 
and would find it pretty difficult to make 
a categorical statement on the subject. 
He inherits his religion from his mother 
and preserves it through his wife.’ ” 


An Anabaptist preacher has been arrested 
in Latrig, government of Saratoff, Russia, 
for having murdered a girl of fourteen 
years. He had been preaching before a 
roomful of people in a private house con- 
cerning his power to raise the dead. At 
the end of bis sermon he strangled the 
girl, with the consent of her parents, in 
order that he might demonstrate his 
ability to bring her back to life. After 
his prayers and exhortations had con- 
tinued two hours the parents of the girl 
became convinced that he was an impostor 
and complained to the authorities, who 
locked him up. 


CHRISTIAN journals are expressing much 
satisfaction with the closing passage of 
President Cleveland’s inaugural address, 
which was as follows: ‘Above all, I 
know there is a Supreme Being who rules 
the affairs of men, and whose goodness 
and mercy hav always followed the Amer- 
ican people; and I know that He will not 
turn from us now if we humbly and rev- 
erently seek His powerful aid.” The 
Roman Catholic Freeman's Journal, for 
instance, says that ‘‘the president has 
started out in a manner befitting the chief 
magistrate of a Christian republic 
where ‘men are men, and not as yet 
ashamed to speak of heaven.’” 


Prorrssor Torren announces, from 
study of the Bible prophecies, what is pos- 
itivly the final date for the opening of the 
millennium. He says: ‘‘There is but 
one consenting voice in the exegesis of 
prophecy, to wit, that we are absolutely at 
the midnight hour, and that its tenth 
stroke is sounding. That tenth stroke 
willend at the coming March equinox, 
the eleventh in June, and the twelfth and 
final stroke is the September equinox of 
the current year. After that none of the 
virgins need be in any further doubt as to 
the time or as to what or who is at hand. 
The motion in the religious world is al- 
ready too apparent to be mistaken. It is 
the long-predicted awakening.” 
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Paper, 5) cents; cloth, $1. 


GHOSTS AND OTHER LECTURES. i , 
Including The Ghosts, Liberty of Man, Woman, and Child; The Declaration of Independ- 
ence, About Farming in [llinois, Speech Nominating James G Blaine for Presidency in 1876, 
The Grant Banquet, A Tribute to Rev. Alex. Clarke, The Past Rises Before Me Like a Dream, 
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SOME MISTAKES OF MOSES. ee ; 

Contents: Some Mistakes of Moses, Free Schools, The Politicians, Man and Woman, The 
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day, Let us Make Man, Sunday, The Necessity for a Good Memory, The Garden, The Fal. 

Dampness, Bacchus and Babel, Faith in Filth, The Hebrews, The Plagues, The Flight, Confess 
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INTERVIEWS ON TALMAGE. : 

Being Six Interviews with the Famous Orator on Six Sermons by the Rev. T. DeWitt Tal- 
me es ofprooklyn, to which is added a Talmagian Catechism. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1.25; 
cloth, gilt, $1.50. 


BLASPHEMY. ; ; 

Argament by R. G. Ingersoll in the Trial of C. B. Reynolds, at Morristown, N. J. This is 
the greatest argument ever made in a case of this kind, and will be a model for the bar so long 
as the Christians use torce to repress free speech. Its legal acumen is unsurpassed, its elo- 
quence never equaled in a trial for "* blasphemy.” Wherever Christian porscantion is going 
on this argument should be freelv circulated, read to the Christians, and expounded on every 
occasion. Paper, 25 cents; cloth, 50 cents. 


WHAT MUST WE DO TO BE SAVED? 

Analyzes the so-called gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, and devotes a chapter 
each to the Catholics, Ppisco palians, Methodists, Presbyterians, Evangelical Alliance, and an- 
swers the question of the Christians as to what he proposes instead of Christianity—the relig- 
ion of sword and flame. Paper, 25 cents. 


THE GREAT INGERSOLL CONTROVERSY. 


The famous Christmas Sermon by Colonel Ingersoll, the heated replies of the ministers, 
and Colonel Ingersoll’s rej oinders to the same. Paper, 25 cents. 


THOMAS PAINE’S VINDICATION. MAs 
A Reply to the New York Observer’s Attack upon the Author-hero of the Revolution, by 
R. G. Ingersoll. Paper, 15 cents. 


LIMITATIONS OF TOLERATION. 
A Discussion between R. G. Ingersoll, Hon. Frederick R. Coudert, and Ex-Governor 
Stewart L. Woodford. Paper, 10 cents. 


ORTHODOXY. CIVIL RIGHTS SPEECH. 
A Lecture. Paper, 10 cents. Wita Speech of Hon. Frederick Douglass. Paper, 10 cents. 


OPENING SPEECH TO THE JURY: . 

In the suit of ‘the B. & M. Tel, Co. vs. W. U. Tel. Co., 1886. Paper, 10 cents. 
CRIMES AGAINST CRIMINALS. 

Delivered Before the New York State Bar Association. Paper, 10 cents. 


LIFE. A Prose-Poem. In color, on board, gilt edges, 9x13 (for mantel, wall, or easel), 50 cents. 
LITHOGRAPH OF R. G. INGERSOLL. A LAY SERMON. 


22x 28 inches, heavy plate paper, 50 cents. On the Labor Question. Paper, 5 cents. 
PHOTOGRAPH (CABINET) OF R, G. INGERSOLL, 50 cents. 
«6 ‘6 * COLONEL INGERSOLL, WITH BABY BROWN. 


(A home picture.) 50 Jents. 
PHOTOGRAPH (PANEL), 18 x 24 inches, $5. (IMPERIAL), 7} x 18 inches, $1.50. 


STAGE AND THE PULPIT, 
An Interview on their Comparative Merits, aud Opinions on ‘the Trial of the Chicago 
Anarchists, the Catholic Church, etc. Paper, 3 cents. : 


DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE. INGERSOLL ON McGLYNN. 


Centennial Oration. Paper, 6 cents. Paper, 3 cents. 


INGERSOLL CATECHISED. Paper, 3 cents. BIBLE IDOLATRY. 
THE TRUTH OF HISTORY. 


Comments on the assertion by an evangelist that Colonel Ingersoll had become a Christian, 


had admitted that Thomas Paine recanted, and that his own children had joined the church. 
Paper, 3 cents. 


INGERSOLL’S ADDRESS BEFORE THE NEW YORK UNITARIAN CLUB. 
. The lecture is a grand one, and was received by the club with continuous applause from 
beginning to end, which speaks well for the Unitarians. The pamphlet contains 12 pages, 
beautifully printed. Price, 6 cents; ten copies, 50 cents. 


MEMORIAL ORATION ON ROSCOE CONKLING. 
Delivered before the New York legislature May 9, 1888. Price, 75 cents. 


GOD IN THE CONSTITUTION. 
One of the best papers Colonel Ingersoll ever wrote. 
author. Price, 10cents. Twelve copies for $1. 


INGERSOLL’S GREAT ADDRESS ON THOMAS PAINE, 


At the Paine celebration in New York city in 1892. Price, 6 cents; ten copies for 50 cents. 


INGERSOLL’S LECTURES IN ONE VOLUME. 

_  CONTENTS.—The Gods; Humboldt; Individuality; Thomas Paine: Heretics and Here- 
sies; The Ghosts; The Liberty of Man, Woman, and Child; The Centennial Oration, or Decla- 
ration of Independence, July 4, 1876; What I Know About Farming in Illinois; Speech at Ciu- 
cinnati in 1876, nominating James G. Blaine for the Presidency; The PastRises Before Me, 
or, Vision of War, an extract from a Speech made at the Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Reunion 
at Indianapolis, Ind., Sept. 21, 1876; A Tribute to Ebon C. Ingersoll; The Grant Benquet; 
Crimes Against Criminals; Tribute to the Rev. Alexander Clarke; Some Mistakes of Moses; 
What Must We Do to be Saved? Six Interviews with Robert G. Ingersoll on Six Sermons by 
the Rev. T. De Witt Talmage, D.D.; to which is added a Talmagian Catechism, and Four 
Prefaces, which contain some of Mr. In ersoll’s wittiest and brightest sayings. 

This volume has tho greatest popularity, is beautifully bound in half calf or half morocco, 
mottled edges, 1,357 pages, good paper, large type, post 8vo. Price, postpaid, #5. 


LIBERTY IN LITERATURE, 


Testimonial to Walt Whitman. ‘Let us put wreaths on the brows of the living.” An Ad- 
dress delivered in Philadelphia, Oct. 21, 1890, with portrait of Whitman. Containing also 
COLONEL INGERSOLDIYS ADDRESS AT THE FUNERAL OF WALT WHIT. 
MAN, at Harleigh, Camden, N. J., March 30, 1892. Paper, 25 cents; cloth, 50 cents. 


PROSE-POEMS AND SELECTIONS. 
Fifth edition, enlarged and revised. A handsome quarto, containing 333 
beyond question, the cheapest and most elegant volume in Liberal literature. Its mechanica} 
finish is worthy of its intrinsic excellence. No expense has been spared to make it the thing of 
beauty itis. The type is large and clear, the paper heavy, highly calendered, and richly tinted, 
the presswork faultless, and the binding as perfect as the best materials and skill can make it. 
to the contents, it is enough to say that they include all of the choicest utterances of 

the greatest writer on the topics troated t at has eveT lied i it i 

ose who have not the good fortune to own all o . Ingersoll’s published works, will 

« ‘have in this book of selections meny bright samples of his lof y though. » his matchless elo- 
uence, his wonderful imagery, and his epigrammatic and poetic power. The collection in- 
cludes all of the “ Tributes ” that have become famous in literature—notably those to his brother 

E. C. Ingersoll, Lincoln, Grant, Beecher, Conkling, Courtlundt M. Palmer, Mary Fiske ,Elizur 
Wright: his peerless monographs on “The Vision of War,” Love, Liberty, Art and Morality, 
Science, Nature, The Imagination Decoration Day Oration, What is Poetry, Music of Wagner, 
Origin and Destiny, “Leaves of Grass,” and on the great heroes of intellectual Liberty. Be- 
sides these are innumerable gems taken here and there from the orations, speeches, arguments, 
toasts, lectures, letters, interviews, and day by day conversations cf the author. 

The Look is designed for, and will be accepted by, admiring friends as a rare personal 
souvenir. To help it serve this purpose, a fine steel portrait, with autograph fac-simile, has 
been prepared especially for it. In the more elegant styles of binding itis eminently suited 
for presentation purposes, for any season or occasion. . 

Paricrs.—In cloth, beveled boards, gilt edges, $2.50; in half morocco, gilt edges, $5; in half 
calf, mottled ‘edges, library Ptyle, $4.50; in full Turkey morocco, gilt, exquisitely fine, $7.50; 
in full tree calf, highest possible finish, $9. 


Any of the above sent to any address, by express, prepaid, or mail, 
on receipt of price. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Pl, 


Paper, 8 cents. 


In paper cover with likeness of 


ages. This is 


ost free, 
ew York, 


Superstition in All Ages, GOVERNMENT ANALYZED. 


BY JBAN MPESLIBR, 


A . French 
Catholic 
Priest, who 
renounced 
Christian= 
ityandExe 
posed the 
Falseness 
of that Re- 
ligion and 
the. object 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY. 


COSMIAN HYMN-BOOK. 


A COLLECTION OF 


ORIGINAL AND SELECTED HYMNS 


FOR 
Liberal and Bthical Societies, 
for Schools and 
the Home. 

—With Music Written to All the Songs.— 


Compre sy L. K. WASHBURN. 
Prica, $1.50. For sale at THIS OFFI, 


| Constitution of the United 


By COL. JOHN R. KELSO. 


Contents: Derivations and Definitions of 
Political Terms; Various Forms of Government; 
General Principles of Government; Functions 
of Government; Origin of Government; Declara- 
tion of Independence; Articles of Confederation; 
Detects of the Confederation; Formation of the 
T h States; Taxation; 
Tariff for Protection; War; Punishment; Mar- 
riage; Religion; Prohibition; Money; What a 
Government Should Be. g 

Those who know Col. Kelso's keen analytical 
power, as shown in his “Bible Analyzed” and 
“ Deity Analyzed,” will realize that in “ Govern- 
ment Analyzed” they will hav the bedrock of 
human authority_exposed, and will learn what 
government is. Whether they will agree with 
his statement of what government is depends 


upon whether they lean to Socialistic or Anarch- 


istic philosophy. But at all events everyone can 
learn something from this book. 
. Price, $1.50. Sold by THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette place, New York City. 


NATHANIEL VAUGHAN: 


Priest and Man. 
A NOVEL. 


By FREDERIKA MACDONALD, 
Author of the “ Iliad of the East,” etc., ete 


An independent and respectable study of chaf 
acter in the law of circumstance such as ever 
George Eliot might not have been ashamed to 
own as her first novel. . . . A more vigorous 
yresentment of the mischievous nature of modern 
Christianity, in its most honest and consistent 
form, need not be desired.—[Westminster Review. 


i vol., extra cloth, beveled, 12mo, 400 pp., $1.00. 
A ddreaa TAR TRUTH SRRKER 


THE CASE AGAINST THE CHURCH, 
4 SUMMARY OF 
ARGUMENTS AGAINST CHRISTIANITY. 


Prina., niath. sn nanta 


GOD AND HIS BOOK: 


BOOKS 


BY 


SALADIN 


£W. STEWART ROSS), 
Editor of the 


LONDON AGNOSTIC JOURNAL. , 


When he had read this book Colonel Ingersoll wrote tothe author: “You have earned the 
Q 


thanks of ail who really think.” It isa wor 


f vast research, of sound criticism, of caustic 


humor, of sledgehammer vehemence, of scathing satire, of pathos and eloquence. It is one of 
the heaviest fconoclastic broadsides ever fired at the Jewish God and the Bible. N 


Cloth, gold letters, $1.25. 


s4 


WOMAN: HER GLORY, HER SHAME, AND HER GOD. 


The Rev. Archdeacon Farrar said that * Christianity elevated the woman; it shrouded 


as with a halo of sacred innocence the tender years of the child.” The object of Sal 
he has succeeded. 


is toshow the archdeacon his error, and 


adin’s work 
An English writer said of it: 


“ This certain!y is one of the most marvelous books ever issued from the press. The authori- 
ties cited are unquestionable, and the resnlt is convincing. 
In two volumes, cloth, gilt lettered, $2.50. 


DID JESUS RISE FROM THE DEAD? 


The evidence for the resurrection is in this book carefully considered, and found want- 
ing. It ought to convince every Christian of the untruthfulness of this alleged miracle, for 
it is ç. rtainly one of the best essays ever written on the subject. 


In paper, 25 cents. 


CHRISTIANITY AND THE 


SLAVE TRADE. 


A condensation of the known facts upon this publect, proving that Christianity did not 


abolish but aided this infamons traffic in human beings. 
i In paper, 80 cents. 


as only Saladin can make. 


THE TRANSITION. 


o_which ere added such comments 


A consideration of the antagonism of the Bible and science, and of the question whether 
the veiled or allegorical portions of the Christian Bible can be interpreted by modern science. 


In paper, 20 cents. 


ROSES AND RUE. 


Being Random Notes and Sketches. Rome of its subjects are: A Last Interviow with a 


Man of Genius; An Essay on Stirpiculture; Asceticism an 
Poverty; Godin the Constitution; Bruno; Gods; Witchcraft, etc. li 
book, for it is poetry in prose, and is one of the books that lovers oi strong literature 
In cloth, gold- and silver-lettered, $1.50. 


din’s own f r 
like to read again aud again. 


LAYS OF ROMANCE. 


uperstition; Capita. nishment; 
This may be called Sala- 


This book reminds one of Sir Walter Scott, being romantio. historio verse, aglow in every 
page with the energy of a true and high poetic genius. $ 


Cloth, gold-lettered, 75 cents. 


ISAURE and OTHER POEMS. 


The title poem is a story of intense passion, touchingly told. The other twenty poems 


are fresh, fragrant, thoughtf 


and every verse reveals the thinker, observer, and reformer. 


Every page glows with passion and throbs with life. 


Cloth, gold-lettered, 75 cents. 


A FEARFUL FLOGGING. 


By one who enduređ it. Based upon a manuscript in the possession of Baladin 


n paper, 10 cents. 


THE AGONIES OF HANGING. 


Studies in Psychology., By one who was cut down from the gallows. Printed from mant- 


scriptin the hands of § 


adin. In paper, 10 cents. i 


WHIRLWIND SOWN and REAPED. 


A short story of clerical crime and villainy founded on fact. Of this book the Open Court 


said: “This novel will 


command the. same, or more, interest than Helen Gardener’s story, ‘Is 


This Your Son, My Lord?” In paper, 25 cents. 


THE CONFESSIONAL. 


Being an exposure of that infamous religious rite. Contents: Licentiousness of the Pre- 
Reformation Cburch; Lechery of the Confessional; The Priest in Absolution; Confessions of 
the Escaped Nun; Extracts from Dens and Liguori; Examination of the Church’s Claim to 


have rostered Learning; Her 


Atte pts at Continency, even more Ruinous than Her Self- 


Indulgence; The Relative Criminal Statistics of Catholicism and Protestantism. 


n paper, 25 cents. 
t For all of these works sddress 


v 
THE TRUTH SEEKER, 38 Lafayette Place, New York. | 
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GEMS OF FREETHOUGHT. 


The Myth of the Great Deluge. B 
James M. McCann. 15 cents. Ten copies, $1. It 
is the most complete and overwhelming refuta- 
tion of the Bible Story of the Deluge that Lhave 
ever read.—B. F. Underwood. To read i, is to 
be astonished at the possibilities of religious 
credulity. —T, . Wakeman. Mr. McCann’s dy- 
namite bomb has blown the fallacy to atoms.— 
A: B. Bradford. It ought to meet with & very 
large sale.—C, P. Farrell. 

B 


The Evolution of the Devil. 
‘Frank, the independent preacher of 
‘city. The most learned, accurate, scientific, 
ant philosophical analysis of his satanic maj- 
esty ever published. The book contains 66 
pages, is beautifully bound, with likeness of 
author on title-page. Price, 2% cents; five 
copies for $1. 

Ingersoll’s Address before the New York 

nitarian Club. The first time in the 
history of the world that a Christian associa- 
tion ever invited a noted Infidel to lecture 
before them. The lecture is a grand one, and 
was received by the club with continuous ap- 
plause from beginning to end. The pam- 
hlet contains 12 pages, beautifully printed. 


rice, 6 cents; ten Copies, 50 cents. 


Memorial Oration by Colonel Ingersoll 
on Roscoe Conkling. Delivered before 
the New York legislature May 9, 1888. Price, 4 
cents. 

Dwight L. Moody. An interview by Susan 
H. Wixon. Price, 5 cents. Ten copies for 30 
cents. i 

God in the Constitution. By Robert G. 
Ingersoll. One of the best papers Colonel In- 
gérsollever wrote. In paper cover with likeness 
of author. Price, 10 cents. Twelve copies for $1. 

What Would Follow the Effacement of 
Christianity? B George Jacob Holy- 
oake. This is most valuable contribution to 
Freethought literature. Bound in paper with 
good likeness of author. Price, 10cents.. Twelve 
copies for $1. 

Life and Career of Charles Bradlaugh. 

Jacob Holyoake. With good likeness 
B Ne Bee deceh. Price, 15 cents. Ten copies 


for $1. ; 
What Constitutes a Freethinker, By H. 


. Green, editor of the Freethinker's Magazine. 
¥ good missionary document. Price, 15 cents 


per dozen. _ ; 

Ingersoll’s Great Address on Thomas 
Paine, at the late Paine celebration in 
New York city. Price, 6cents; ten copies for 
50 cents. 


Gems of Ghought. 


Tum flame of the fagot does notenlighten 
the mind.—Jngersoll. 


A goop man cares notor the abuse of 
bad men.—Democritus. . 


To err is human, but only a fool will 
persist in error.—Oicero. 


Henry 


ew York How can death be an evil, as it is never 


felt when it is death?— Diogenes. 


I senieve neither in chance nor in mir- 
acle, but only in phenomena regulated by 
laws.—Jouvencel. 


I am quite at my ease with a true man,— 
one who has in his heart and his head the 
love of the human race.— Voltaire. 


Tue most philosophical desire is, that 
life should consist in a succession of pleas- 
ing emotions, and death be considered an 
event neither to be coveted nor feared.— 
Epicurus, 


I xnow of many systems of religion 
esteemed heathenish whose precepts fill 
the reader with shame, and provoke him 
to new endeavors, though it be to the per- 
formance of rites merely.— Thoreau. 


I onox asked a distinguished judge of 
New York what he had learned by sitting 
thirty years upon the bench. He an- 
swered promptly, ‘The difficulty of ar- 
riving at truth through human testi- 
mony.” —Parton. 


Is there any one maxim by which a-man 
may regulate his whole life? It is simply 
to act toward others as we would desire 
they should act toward us, We need but 
this rule alone; it is the foundation and 
the principle of all our duties.—Con- 
Sucius. 


No educated man who has acquired but 
the most superficial knowledge of nature, 
still less 2 man proficient in science, can 
at this day believe in a miracle or in the 


ng Up for Jesus; or what the ed- | possibility of anything happening in op- 
aa She Freethinkers ’ Magazine thinks of position to the recognized laws of nature. 
him. (Erio; 4 cents; twenty-five copies forf Büchner. 
50 cents. 


TRUTH SEEKER, 
so Tatayetto place, New York. 


Roaring Lion on the Track, 


By M. BABOOOK. 


Now, to summarize the evidences [of 
Evolution] previously alluded to, we find: 
1. The Nebular Hypothesis—the forma- 
tion of worlds from the moving ‘‘star 
dust”’—agrees with all known facts con- 
cerning the solar system, and is accepted 
as the best explanation of the universe. 
2. All the orders of the animal world show 
a connection, more or less complete, by 
which an ascending tree of life spreads out 
from a common root. 3. All the classes 
of the vegetable kingdom are likewise 
allied by a continuous succession of forms. 
4. Animal and vegetable life meet in the 
lowest forms and suggest a common 
origin. . 7. Animals and plants 
hav rudiments of organs, which are useless 
and in some cases disappear in adult life. 
This can only be explained by the supposi- 
tion that these forms are inherited from 
ancestors who possessed them fully de- 
veloped. 8. Change of surroundings 
causes change in the organs of animals, in 
consequence of the survival of those who 
possess any peculiarity that makes them 
better fitted to endure the changes, and 
these pecnliarities become fixed in their 
descendants. 12. The study of 
fossil remains of plants and animals reveals 
links between orders so separate that they 
hav been regarded as svecial creations. 
But these intermediate forms show the 
transition from one species to another. 
13. In the oldest rocks the lowest forms 
‘of life are found, and higher forms appear 
successivly in later deposits, the highest 
ereature—man—being found in the latest 
strata, proving that the series of forms 
that we now observe in existing life hav 
been gradually developed in the same 
ascending series during the vast periods 
of the past 14. The development of 
mind is traced upward from the lowest in- 
stincts, as truly as is the development of 
organic forms from simpler organisms, 
showing no need for the theory of the 
special creation of man’sreasoning powers. 
15. The study of languages reveals an 
orderly, gradual development of speech, 
corresponding to the growth of forms of 
life. 16. Moral sentiments hav unfolded 
in animals and man by & process of de- 
velopment, similar to what is observed in 
organic forms 17. There is no evidence 
that anything has suddenly come into 
existence in a completely developed form 
of varied structure. It is probable that 
the lowest and simplest form of life is the 
result of the combination of particles of 
matter by their own inherent energy, and 
that all subsequent developments hav 
arisen from progressiv changes that oc- 
curred in accordance with the same laws 
of nature that surround us to-day. 18. 
Finally, one of the principal causes of 
these progressiv changes is observed to he 
the struggle for existe: ce, which secures 
the survival of the fittest, or Natural 
Selection.—fobt. C. Adams, 


% > - . 10 cants 


Price. 


The Agnostic Annua 


-~FOR— 


T 1893- 

Edited by OHARLES A. WATTS. 

OONTENTS : 

The Moral Sanction, Leslie Stephen; Reverent 
Agnosticism, Amos ‘Waters; The fother Nature: 
A Poem, Gerald Massey; Dogmatism in Theol- 
ogy, Alfred Momerie; Sermons on the Mount, 
Samuel Laing; The City of the Dead, W. Stewart 
‘Ross (Saladin); On the Duty of Honesty, in Our 
Oonvictions 0. È. Plumptre; Scientific Religion, 
R. Bithell; The Blight of Superstition, Charles 
Watts; Anthropology and Orthodoxy, Edward 
Olodd; The Disappearance of the Nether World. 
ould; Religious Ideas: Their Origin an 
Development, Frederick Millar; Signals with 

ars: A Poem, G. H. Martin; Materialism and 
Idealism Harmonized, Lucian Armstrong. 

Price, 25 cents. 
A AAraaa THR TRUTH SHAKER 


Colonel Kelso’s Works. 


The Bible Analyzed. Cloth, octavo, 883 


pages, $38. 

Deity Analyzed. Cloth, 12mo, $1.00. 
“he Real Blasphemers. Paper, 12mo, 
138 pages, 50c. 

Spiritualism Sustained. Cloth, 12mc, 
45 pages, $1. pz 

Universe Araia. &1. 


Essay on Miracles. 
By DAVID HUME. 
Price. 10 conis 


. » >è 8 


WAS 2-8 om Go 


CHRIST . 
—8ace-— CRUCIFIED? 


By AUSTIN BIERBOWER. 


A judicial consideration of the question,and the 
decision against the scriptures and the Christian 
tradition. Price, 10 cents. Address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Each Number, Ten Cents. 


The Modern Science Essayist 


Popular Evolution Essays and Lectures. 


1. HERBERT SPENCER: His life and personal 
characteristics; his views on education; his 
religious opinions. By MB. DANIEL GREENLEAF 

. THOMPSON. 

2 CHARLES ROBERT DARWIN: His ancestry, 
life, and personal characteristics. By Joun W. 
CHADWICK. 

8. SOLAR AND PLANETARY EVOLUTION: 
How suns and worlds come into being., Did the 
material universe ever have a beginning? By 
GARRET P, SERYISS. 

4. EVOLUTION OF THE EARTH: The story of 
geology; How the world grew. By Dr. LEWIS 

. JANES. 


5 EVOLUTION OF VEGETABLE LIFE; How 
does life begin; The problem of spontaneous 
generation. By WILLIAM Ports. 

6 EVOLUTION OF ANIMAL LIFE; The evi. 
dences from geology, cographical distribution, 
and comparative zoology. By ROSSITER Raye 
MOND, Ph.D. 

7. THE DESCENT OF MAN: Relation of man 
to the brute creation; his ancestral line; dura- 
tion of human life on the planet. By E. D. 
Coreg, Ph.D. 

8. EVOLUTION OF MIND: The mind and the 
nervous system: the nature of mind. By Rost. 
G. ECCLES, M.D. 

9%. EVOLUTION OF SOCIETY. Primitive man; 
growth of the family, city, and state: develo 
ment of the domestic relations: marriage. By 
James A. SKILTON. € 

«0. EVOLUTION OF THEOLOGY. Origin of re- 
ligious beliefs; ideas of primitive man. By Z. 
SIDNEY Sampson: 

11. EVOLUTION OF MORALS. How altruism 
grows out of egoism; the proper balance. By 

R. LEWIS G. JANES. 

12. PROOFS OF EVOLUTION—a, from geology; 
b, from morphology; c, from embryology; d, 
from metamorphosis; e, from rudimentary or- 
gans; f, from geogra ical distrinution; g, 
from discovered links; h, from artificial breed- 
ing; i, from reversion; k, from mimicry. By 
NELSON C. PARSHALL. 

13. EVOLUTION AS RELATED TO RELIGIOUS 
THOUGHT. By Rey. Joan W. CHADWICK. 

14. fone, OF EVOLUTION. Relation 
of the doctrine to prevailing philosophical sys- 
tems. ET REEE a on ny ae 5 

15. THE EFFECT © EVOLUTION ON THE 
COMING. CIVILIZATION. Plans for social 
regeneration as tested by evolution. By Rev. 

OT J. SAVAGE. 

16. THE SCOPE AND PRINCIPLES OF THE 

EVOLUTION PHILOSOPHY. By Dr. Lewis 


Q. JANES. 

17. THE MORAL AND RELIGIOUS ASPECTS 
OF HERBERT SPENCER'S PHILOSOPHY. 
By SYLVAN DREY. 

18. THE RELATIVITY OF KNOWLEDGE. The 
nature of sense-perception; sight, sound, taste, 
smell, feeling; the doctrine of the Unkuowable. 
By Ropert G. Eccrurs, M.D. 

19. A STUDY OF MATTER AND MOTION. An 
excellent digest of a much vexed question, with 

uotations from many authorities. By Hon. A. 


. ADAMS. g ww 

20. PRIMITIVE MAN. Man as revealed by ar- 
cheological studies; evidences of man’s an- 
tiqnity; geological periods; man’s appearance 
in the pliocene; paleolithic and neolithic races: 
the ages of bronze and iron; cave men and 
lake-dwellers; dolmen and mound builders; 
primitive implements and tools; proofs of 
man’s natural evolution. By Z.Sipney Sampson. 

21, GROWTH OF THE MARRIAGE RELATION. 
Marriage a primitive institution; its carlicr 
forms; no evidence of original promiscuity; ex- 
ogamy and endogamy; group-marriage; polyg- 
yny, polyandry, and mono amy; marriage by 
capture; monogamy the highes form of the re- 
lation; divorce and divorce laws; marriage a 
contract; its regulation by tho state. By C. 
STANILAND WAKE. 

22. EVOLUTION OF THE STATE. The growth 
of political institutions; the patriarchal family; 
the tribe and clan. By Jonn A. TAYLOR. 

23. EVOLUTION OF LAW. How law begins; 
statute law and judge-made law; the conversion 
of customs into law. By Pror. Rurus SHELDON. 

24. EVOLUTION OF MEDICAL SCIENCE. Bu- 
pernatural ideas of disease; fetichism in medi- 
cine; the beginnings of medical scicnce. By 
RogErRT G. Eccuzs, M.D. 

25. EVOLUTION OF ARMS AND ARMOR. The 
necessity for arms and armor under the strug- 
gle for existence. By Joun C. KIMBALL. 

%. EVOLUTION OF THE MECHANIC ARTS 
development of the human hand; the earlies 
use of implements andtools. By James A. SKIL- 
TON. 

2. EVOLUTION OF THE WAGES SYSTEM. 
The definition of wages; economic character- 
istics of the wage system; wages the outgrowth 
of slavery; origin and development of the 
wages system. By Pror. Gro. GUNTON. 

28. EDUCATION AS A FACTOR IN CIVILIZA- 
TION. The beginnings of education; carly 
methods in Egypt, Persia, China, Greece, an 
Rome:, early Christian ideas of education; 
Catholic and Protestant views; the common 
school system. By Miss CAROLINE B. Le Row. 

29. EVOLUTION AND SOCIAL REFORM. I. 
The Theological Method. By REV. JOHN CRAD- 
WICE. 

30. EVOLUTION AND SOCIAL REFORM. II. 
The Socialistic Method. By WILLIAM POTTS. 

81. EVOLUTION AND SOCIAL REFORM. ITI. 
The Anarchistic Method. By Hucu O. PENTE- 
cost. 

82. EVOLUTION AND SOCIAL REFORM. IV. 
The Scientific Method. By DANIEL GREEN- 
LEAF THOMPSON. 

83. ASA GRAY: His Life and Work. By Mrs. 
Mary TREAT. 

&. EDWARD LIVINGSTON YOUMANS. The 
Man and his Work. By ProF. Joun Fisxe. 


IF- Each Number, Ten Cents. ag — 


. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
oe Æ Lafayette place, New York. 
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CHEAP EDITION. 


Travels in Faith. 


By OAPT. ROBERT 0. ADAMS, 


Being the story of his mental jon 
orthodoxy to anomie Som 


Price, paper, 25 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


SCIENCE VS, RELIGION, 


OR, THE 
Conflict between Reason and Superstition, 
By T. C. WIDDICOMBE, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


— 


Price, 10 cents. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


ANEW WORK 


BY 
ARTHUR B. MOSS, 
Author of “The Bible and Evolution,” 
ENTITLED 


Christianity and Evolution, 


With 
J. M. WaErLER, 8u 


Price, $1. 
Addresa 


reface by 
-editor of Freethinker. 


Order at once. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Is Controversy Dangerous? 


By W. F. JAMIESON. 


This little book goes down t 
rock of buman eer eee 


Addresa 


Price, 25 cents. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Pyramid of Gizeh. 


Ancient Egyptian Civilization and Hebrew Nar- 
rative in Genesis and Exodus. 
By Van Buren Denstow, LL.D. 


Price, 15 cents 


L. K. Washburn’s Works, 


Sunday and the Sabbath. ‘A law regu- 
lating human conduct on the Sabbath is an im- 
pertinence.” Price. 10 cents. 


The False Teaching of the Christian 
Church. ‘‘The Thirty-nine Articles of 
the Christian church are’ thirty-nine poor, 
broken-down opinions.” Price, 10 cents. 


The Foolishness of Prayer. ‘‘ Think of 
a minieter’s praying God to kill grasshoppers, 
or trying to induce the Deity to undertake a 
crusade of one against the Oolorado beetle!” 
Price, 10 cents. 


Followers of Jesus. Price, 10 cents. 
Spiritualism: Is It a Faith or a Fact? 


rice, 5 cents. 
Religious Problems, Price, 10 cents, 
Was Jesus Insane? Price, 10 cents. 


The Public Schools and the Catholic 
Church. Price, 5 cents. 


THE MOTED SPECIALIST, 
For Men Only, 


Is a physician of a wide and extensive practice, 
and his remedies are of the best. The Doctor 
treats all those peculiar diseases of young and 
middle-aged men, as the result of youthful errors 
and excesses, causing Karly Decay, Loss of Man- 


hood, Wasting Discharges, Varicocele, Mental 
and Physica Debility, Idiocy, Insanity, and 
eath. j 


To those afflicted and who are desirous of being 
cured a booklet of some 33 pages will be sent to 
their address for ten cents, sealed in a plain 
envelope, giving causes and Symptoms of the 
Complaint and a description of the Doctor’s im- 
portant medical ttl aN Outward Applica- 

ion—a positive cure—the only remedy of the 
kind in existence—with evidences of success: 
O88, DR. R. P. FELLOWS, 
; , Vineland, N. J. 
And say you saw this advertisement in Tug 
TRUTH SEEKER- . 
Dr Fellows is an Infidel. 
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Then Psshur smote Jeremiah the prophet, and put him in the stocks that were in the high gate of Benja- 
min, which was by the house of the Lord.—Jere. xx, 2. 


MEDICAL. _ 
H A N D-BOOK aan yon need a medicine pav attention to some- 


ing which wi'l curo you. Itis known as 


OF The Water of Life, 


and is adapted to curing, more especially, ali 


forms of Stomach. Liver. Kidney, and Bladder 

3 troubles. By injecting this water it will heal all 
: sorts of inflammations of the interna] organs, such 

* | cases as Piles, Typhoid and other fevers, Bowel 


diseases, Uterina and other forms of Female 
Complaints. It isa Blood Purifier, and isan ex- 
WwW L cellent remedy for Catarrh and Lung and Throat 
By . S. BEL . inflammations. It will heal the nerves, restoring 
lost vigor of mind and body. creating a good 
appetite and producing sound. sleep: It acts 
steadily upon the urine, cleansing the blood by 
. : means of the kidneys, »nd acts mildly upon the 
Containing in condensed and systematized form a | bowels, thereby producing bodily habits which 
vast amount of evidence against the superstitious doc- | are so essential to good health. This 
fringe of Christianity. Asa book of oe eao aio W t L a e 
o all truth seekers it is invaluable. Its classifica Í f 
to subjects makes it a nand booki As deselect : a e r o l ; 
i A i i ' : ud i it i d from 
Paine’s “ Age of Reason,” it enables somebody in every village to “corner the parson t Sp i is sold absolutely pure, as it is pumpe 
i j include all the disputed points between Christianity and Freethought. Price, | the spring, without the addition of any drug 
am OSERE Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. whatever. Itis Nature's Remedy, pure and sim- 
atte ple, and nota manufactured article. The -uccess 
`t has achieved has come mostly from its friends 
who hav been cured by using it. Send for a 
pamphlet free. containing photo-engraved let- 
s S r ZA ters and recommendations from those who have 
a A D 1g est 0 f cience. usedit, giving a forty-page history and all par- 
i ticulars about this remarkable water, to 


J. R. PERRY, Manager, 


THE DYNAMIC THEORY OF LIFE AND MIND aiei 


I Direct Medium We. 2,801 28th and Grace 
* streets, Richmond, Va. Everybody should 
commune with spirit direct. 


Anattempt to show that all Organic Beings are both Con- 


H i j h | lred sphere, 
structed and Operated by the Dynamic Agencies and not be entranced, "Tue whole world ‘Renot 
of their respective Environments, condition. frati that no philosopher, no pro- 


fe sor of any science, no medium other than 
Medium We, ever gave to ihe world. 


By JAMES B. ALEXANDER. 1t12 
CUTTER. 


Over 400 illustrations, 87 chapters, 1,067 pages, and a 3-column index of 11 pages. Custom cutter and practical tailor, 38; 12 years’ 


id by us, only $2.75. experience as cutter, with best city re erences; 
Price, express prepaid by us, only thorough knowledge of the trade in the Routh 
i a to embrace the field covered by thousands of books, such as those of the connie: i Maule Garam nna ee ish: 
“mni Ty Etbre 7 of Science ” the “ International Scientific Neries,” etc., by bringing together, in | salary moderate. Answer to N N. 38, care of 
A aisest fora with proper correspondence between them, all of the known factors con- TRUTH SEEKER office, 28 Lafayette Place, N. Y. 
tributing toward tl e origin and evolution of organic beings. 4t9 
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. Do you wish to be welt informed? THEN READ A CHAPTER OR VERSE DATLY FROM THIS BIBLE OF FOUNTAIN PEN, 10c 


It is entertaining as well as enlightening, and will lead you to “‘worth-ship ” (worship) nature ee el Et FOUNTAIN FE ” 
—4. e., appreciate the worth of the Universal Mother. A splendid writing instrument, Hard Rubber Holder, patent 
É You must own this book some day: why not NOW? continuous feed, durable goldino pen, perfect finish, writes 
‘ HE OR, 28 L tte Pl: New York 10 pages at ono tilling. To advertise our line af 1900 necessary 
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MODERN MARRIAGE. 


By EMILE ZOLA. 


Price, 15 cents. At all booksellers and news- 
stands, or mailed, postpaid, by the + anslator and 
publ sher, BENJ. R. TUCKER, 


120 Liberty st., New York. 
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Truth Seeker Library. 
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18. Awful Disclosures of Maria Monk.,....... 50 
19. Pocket Theology. Voltaire .,...........4. 25 
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Yearly subscribers at $3 receive all the numbers 
published in one year. In ordering please say 
which year is desired. 5 

Sir gle numbers sold at prices quoted. 
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The World’s Sages, Thinkers, and Re- 
formers, The Biographies of three hun- 
dred of the most distinguished teachers and 
philosophers (who were not Christians), from 
the time of Menu to the present. By D.M. Ben- 
nett. 1,075 pages, 8vo. Cloth, #8; leather, #4; 
morocco, gilt edges, $4.50. 


The Champions of the Church: Their 
Crimes and Persecutions. Biographical 
sketches of prominent Christians. compan- 
ion book to “ The World’s Sages,” etc. By D. M. 


Bennett. 8vo, 1,119 pages. orocco, gilt edges. 
Price, $4 50. 


The Gods and Religions of Ancient and 
Modern Times. Vol. I gives a full ac- 
count of all the gods the nations of the earth 
have worshiped, including, Jehoyah, Satan, the 
Holy Ghost, Jesus Christ, Virgin Mary, and the 
Bible. 835 pages, 8vo. Vol. describes fully 
all religious systems of the world, including 
Judaism, Mohammedanism, and, Christianity; 
the latter occupying 872 Pie ta being fully gone 
into, 949 pages. By D. M. Bennett. Writs 
ten in prison at Albany. In cloth, $3 per vol- 
ume, or $5 for the two volumes; in leather, $7; 
in morocco, gilt edges, $8. 


Supernatnral Religion. An inquiry into 

the reality of divine revelation. Decidedly the 
most thorough and exhaustive work on the 
claims of supernaturalism ever written. By F. 
W. Newman, Emeritus Professor of the London 
University. 1,115 pages, 8vo. In cloth, $4; 
leather, $5; morocco, gilt edges, $5.50. 


The Great Works of Thomas Paine. 
Including The Age of Reason, Examination of 
Prophecies, Reply to Bishop of Llandaff, Let- 
ters to Mr. Erskine, Essay on Dreams, Letter 
to Camille Jordan, The Religion of Deism 
Common Sense, The Crisis, and the Rights of 
Man; the whole preceded by the Life of Paine, 
and a steel-plate portrait. 800 pages, 8vo. 
glom; $3; leather, $4; morocco, gilt edges, 


Analysis of Religious Belief. An ex- 
amination of the Creeds, Rites, and Sacred 
writings of the World. By Viscount Amberley, 
son of the late Lord John Russell, twice Pre- 
mier of England. Complete from the London 
edition. 745 pages, 8vo. In cloth, #8. 


The foregoing volumes are called “The Truth 
Seeker Library.” If all are ordered together and 
sent by express, one dollar will be deducted from 
the price of each. 


Hard Knocks 
at Christianity. 
By R. WHEELER. 


This book is just what, its title implies—_thump- 
ing whacks at superstition. It deals with the 
effect of Christianity on the world, showing 
what Christians have done to advance their relig- 
ion and impede the progress of man. It shows 
that Jesus was a false prophet, that the gospels 
are not authentic, and that Christianity is a bor- 
rowed system of religion. That the Bible is not 
in accord with Science, that the atonement 
scheme is futile and foolish, and that religion is 
not areal benefit to man. . 

Price, 20 cents, six for $1. 
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) The case is strong and tight, of solid composition metal used the world over as a substitute for Gold, with an elegant 
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E the world. This constitutes the sole reason for its low price. It is a practical illustration of what may be 
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f. ‘same as in all American w itches aud is readily understood aud repaired by any jeweler. 3 i 
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Wess City, Jan. 9, 1893 


-i GENTLEMEN: I am muchpleased with the Watch you sent me, and I wili sayit keeps right up on time. It has not varied 
: any as yet. Most truly yours, Dr. ANDERSON. 
Caro, Mass., Jan. 6, 1893. 
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é CALDWELL, Jan. 3, 1893. 


Srrs: I received your Watch and found it to be as represented in the Twentieth Century advertisement. It would be 
i Yours truly, Moses HINCHCLIFFE. 
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Thomas Paine’s Works. 
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Age of Reason. Pap., 25e.; 
6 copies for $1; clo., 50c. 7 

Age of Reason and Examina- 
ion of the Prophecies. 
Pap., 40c.; clo., 75¢. 

Apostle of Political and Re- 
igious Liberty. (Life.) By 
J. E. Remsburg. Portrait. Pap.. 


50c.; clo., 750. E z 
Written in 


Common Sense. 

1776. 15¢._ . 

Crisis, Written During Am. 
Revolution. Pap.,40c.; clo., 75c. 

Great Works. 8vo. 800 pp.. 
clo., $3; leather, $4; moroccu 
gilt edges, $4.50. ; 

Life of. By J. E. Remsburg 
Port. Pap., 50c. 

Life of. With Remarks ox 
Comte and Rousseau., By © 
Blanchard. Pap., 40c.; clo., with 
portrait, 60c. R 

Life of. With Explanatory 
Observations; By G. Vale. Por- 
rait. $i. 

Lithograph of. Heavy plate 
Paper, 22x28, $1. ors š 
Political and Religious Re» 
former. By B. F. Under- 


wood. 10c. 

Political Works: ‘‘Commor 
Sense,” “Crisis,” “Rights ol 
Man.” $1.50. 

Rights of Man. Answer te 
Burke’s Attack on French Revo- 
lution. Pa e+ 40¢.5 Clo., 750. 

Testimonials to His Merits. 
Compiled by J. N., Moreau. 10c 

Theological Works: ‘‘Age of 


=a, Reason,” “ Examination of Proph- 
Ploras Veer cree raha een 
¥ „and steel port. $1.50. > 

: Vindication of. Reply toN.Y. 
i Observer. By R. G. Ingersoll. inc. 
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POPES AND THEIR DOINGS. 


AGOOUNT OF 
Vicars of Christ and Vicegerents of God. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


FILE BINDERS. 


Those who preserve the volumes of THE TRUTH 
SEEKER need a File Binder, which we will send on 
receipt of one dollar. 
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THE ABSURDITY AND UNTRUTHFUL: 
NESS OF THE CHURCH’S CLAIM 
TO BE A DIVINE AND BENEFI- 
CENT INSTITUTION, AND RE~ ` 

VEALING THE ABUSES 
OF A UNION OF 
OHURCH AND 


l J g 5 Full~Page 
Illustrations. 
WITH COPIOUS CITATIONS OF 
FACTS, 
HISTORY, 
~. STATISTICS, 


OPINIONS or SCHOL- 
ARS 


TO MAINTAIN THE ARGUMENT OF 
THE ARTIST. 


DESIGNS BY WATSON HESTON 
WITH PORTRAIT OF 
THE DESIGNER. 


The illustrations are classified as follows: 


represent Uncle Sam and the Priests. 2 represent Samples of Christianity’s Work. 
a The Church Robbing the People. 5 prg fissionaries. 7 
a Thanksgiving. The Lord’s Instruments. 
2 Sabbath Laws. z at Bible Doctrines and Their Results: 
i Children and the Church. ie The Church and Slavery. 
i Woman and the Church. Priests and Politics. - 
The Church and Thomas Paine. bie Ireland and the Church. 
a Studies in Natural History. = Church’s Idea of Civilization. 
a Abe Bible and Şglenoe. ka ve ane Uses of the Cross. h 
he Clergy and Their Floc nkind Reflections on the Church. 
> Piety in Sur Penitentiaries. Persecutions of the Church. 
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oS The Atonement Scheme. s Some Allegories. 

s The Lord and His Works. z Heaven. iat 
‘ayer. ell. 

++ The Creeds. i Miscet 4 

s Christians and Mohammedans. pesca, 


A most extraordinary publication. We venture the assertion that nothing like it has ever ba 

fore appeared in this country, and it is very doubtful if another one like it will ever again be pub- 
shed. We must give the Truth Seeker Company the credit of putting the book in the reach of all 
At twice the price it would have been a cheap book. Artist Heston as a portrait-painter and de 
signer is a wonderful success and we judge from our own feclings that nearly every Liberal in 


America will desire a copy of this most wonderful volume.—{Freethinkers’ Magazine. 


Mr. Heston deserves to be called the artist-hero of Liberalism. He has dedicated his genius to 
Freethought, and has done faithful and noble work for the cause of mght and truth. But the ict- 
ures do not make up the whole of this volume. There are nearly two hundred pages of reading 
matter that serve first as explanations of the illustrations, and secondly as texts to prove the utter. 
alsity of the church's professions and the hypocrisy of those who uphold them. together - the 
pook is one of the best weapons against Christianity and the church that has ever been put in the 

ds of Freethinkers.—[{Boston Investigator. 


à) Price, board covers, $2; cloth, $2.80, | 
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Hard Knocks 
at Christianity. 


By R. WHEELER. 
, This book is just what its title implies—thump-. 
ing whacks at superstition. It deals with the 
effect of Christianity on the world, showing 
what Christians have done to advance their relig- 
ion and impede the progress of man. It shows 
that Jesus was a false prophet, that the gospels 
are not authentic, and that Christianity is a bor- 
rowed system of religion. That the Bible is not 
in accord with Science, that the atonement 
scheme is futile and foolish, and that religion is 
not areal benefit to man. ; 
Price, 20 cents, six for $1. 
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The Truth Seeker Library, 


The. World’s Sages, Thinkers, and - Re- 
formers. The Biographies of three hun- 
dred of the most distinguished teachers and 
philosophers (who were not Christians), from: 
the time of Menu to the present.. By D. M. Ben-. 

- nett. 1,075 pages, 8vo. Cloth, $8; leather, $4;: 
morocco, gilt edges, $4.50. PA Peet 

The Champions of the Church: Their: 
Crimes and Persecutions. Biographical! 
sketches of prominent Christians compan- 
ion book to “ The World's Sages,” ete. By D.M. 


New Publications. 


Darwin and After Darwin. 


An Exposition of the Darwinian Theory. 


By GEORGE J. ROMANES. 


A systematicExposition of what may be termed 
the Darwinism of Darwin,.and intended to be of 
service to the general reader rather than to pro- 
fessed naturalists. 

Mr. Romanes is well known as one of the most 
interesting of English writers upon evolution, 
besides ranking with Professor Huxley in scien- 
tific knowledge and ability. And this is a part of 
his conclusion yegerding the great subject of 
Design, to which the church so often refers: 

s ‘hus whether we look to the facts of adapta- 
tion or to those of beauty, everywhere. through- 
out organic nature we meet with abundant 
evidence of natural causation, while nowhere do 
we meet with any independent evidence of 
supernatural design... Adaptation and 
beauty are alike receiving their explanation at 
the hands of a purely mechanical philosophy. ee 
ore the 
view of the present generation in a manner, and 
to an extent that has never before been possible; 
and inasmuch as the change which has taken 
place has taken place in the direction of natural- 
ism, and this to the extent of rendering the 
mechanical interpretation of nature universal, it 
is no wonder if the religious mind has suddenly 
awakened to a new and a terrible force iu the 
words of its traditional enemy—Where is now 


Ri ted. Price, cloth, 82 
f ce, cloth, $2. 
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Bennett. 8vo, 1,119 pages. orocco, gilt edges. 


Price, $4.50. . 


The Gods and Religions of Ancient and 
Modern Times. Vol. I gives a full ac- 
count of all the gods the nations of: the earth 
have worshiped, including Jehovah, Satan, the 
Holy Ghost, Jesus Christ Virgin Mary, and the 
Bible. 835 pages, 8vo; ' Vol. I describes fully 
all religious systems of - the world, including 
Judaism, Mohammedanism, and, Christianity; 
the latter oceupying,872 Pages, being fully gone 
into, 949 pages. By D. M. Bennett. rit-- 
ten in prison at Albany. In cloth, $8 per vol- 
ume, or $5 for the two volumes; in leather, $7; 
in morocco, gilt edges, $8. y 


Supernatural Religion. An. inquiry into 

‘the reality of divine. revelation. Decidedly the 
most thorough and exhaustive work on the 
claims of supernaturalism ever written. “By F. 
W. Newman, Emeritus Professor of the London 
University. 1,115 pages, 8vo. In cloth, $4; 
leather, $5; morocco, gilt edges, $5.50. 

The Great Works of Thomas Paine. 
Including The Age of Reason, Examination of 
Prophecies, Reply to_Bishop of Llandaff, Let- 
ters to Mr. Erskine, Essay on Dreams, Letter 
to Camille Jordan, The. Religion of Deism 
Common Sense, The Crisis, and the Rights of 
Man; the whole preceded by the Life of Paine, 
and a steel-plate portrait. 800 pages, 8vo. 
Cloth, $3; leather, $4; morocco, gilt edges, 


Analysis of Religious Belief. An ox- 
amination of the Creeds, Rites, and Sacred 
writings of the World. By Viscount Amberley, 
son of the late Lord John Russell, twice Pre- 
mier of England. Complete from the London 
edition. 745 pages, 8vo. In cloth, $3. 


The foregoing volumes are called “The Truth 
Seeker Library.” If all are ordered together and 
sent by express, one dollar will be deducted from 
the price of each. 


BOOKS BY | 
PROF. FELIX L. OSWALD} 


The Bible of Nature: A Contribution 
to the Religion of the Future. Cloth, $1. í 
The Secret of the East; or, The Origin 
of the Christian Religion and the Significance 
of its Rise and Decline. Cloth, $1. _ 
Physical Education ; or, The Health-Laws 

of Nature. Cloth, $1. A 
Household Remedies for the Prevalent 
Disorders of the Human Organism. Cloth, $1. 
Zoological Sketches: A Contribution to 
the Outdoor study of Natural History. Illus- 

trated by H. Faber. oth, $2. 
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28 Lafayette place, New York. 


MY RELIGIOUS. EXPE 
fame] MENGE 


Being the story of his religious life and mental 
ourneyings. ritten in his happiest and most 
rilliant way, and is the best of all his splendid 
works. Price, 25 cents. Address 
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Col, A. G Ingersoll’s 


Reynolds Blasphemy Trial, 


At Morristown, N. J 


This is the greatest argument ever made ina oase 
of this kind, and will be a model for the Bar so 
long as the Christians use force to repress free 
speech. Its legal acumen is unsurpassed, its elo- 
quence never equaled. Wherever Christian per- 
secution is going on this argument should be 


APOLLONIUS OF TYANA IDENTIFIED AS THE | ireots cironiated, read to tne Obristions, and ox: 
CHRISTIAN JESUS, i 


In paper, 25 cents; in cloth, 50 cents. 

An important and remarkable revelation con- Address . THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
cerning the life and times of Apollonius, of’ . 28 Lafayette place, New York. 
Tyana, the great sage and philosopher of the first 
century. It is here claimed that his hfe and 
teachings were appropriated and utilized by the 
formulators of the Christian religion in the in- 
terest of so-called Christianity. The plagiarism 
is made plain in this brief history of Apollonius, 
especially in view of the historica references and 
comments thereon. It is quite evident that to 
conceal the plagiarism, the name of Apollonius 
was suppressed. 

Price, 15 cents. 
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Heathen Origin, 
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THE ELIMINATOR; 
Skeleton Keys to Sacerdotal Secrets, 


“Write me no more fables, lest I ve a fool and 
read the riddles awry.” 


By R. B. Westbrook, D.D., LL.B. 


Contents: The Whole Truth; Sacerdotalism 
Impeached; The Fabulous Claims of Judaism; 
Moses and the Pentateuch; Ancient Symbolism 
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Christianity and Meteorology. 


We will continue our history of the relations be- 
tween Christianity and the science which deals with 
the phenomena of the air and weather. 

From the rise of the Christian church, till the 
present scientific era, and to some extent even in 
. this, that institution has taught that the ongoings 
of the atmosphere are produced by direct super- 
natural agency, either divine or diabolical. We 
will first notice instances of the ascription of these 
phenomena to divine agency. | l 

In the writings of the early fathers, the founders 
of the church, we continually find the wrath of 
God assigned as the cause of lightning, hailstorms, 
hurricanes, and the like. Thence onward through 
the Middle Ages we find this way of thinking con- 
tinuing, the belief indeed becoming a mere truism. 
On its course it was gradually developed into a sys- 
tem specifying the particular sins thus punished, 
with their most appropriate mode of chastisement. 
In the twelfth century the Florentine historian 
Villani ascribed the floods and fires to the “too 
great pride of the city of Florence and the ingrati- 
tude of the citizens toward God.” This pride and 
ingratitude, says a late historian, Trollope, in his 
« History of Florence,” of course “meant their in- 
sufficient attention to the ceremonies of religion.” 
One of those who did the most to establish the be- 
lief through central Europe was the Cistercian 
monk, Cæsar of Heisterbach. He compiled an 
ample collection of anecdotes for the illustration 
of religious truths, which was the favorit recreativ 
reading in the convents for three centuries, and 
operated powerfully in forming thought; and in 
this collection he givs a number of instances of 
lightning being employed as an agent by the al- 
mighty. In one case it was. used for rescue; the 
steward of this monk’s own monastery was seized 
by a robber, whereupon he prayed to God and was 
auswered by a clap of thunder bursting suddenly 
from a clear sky and scaring the evil-doer away. 
Then, in a Saxon theater twenty men were struck by 
lightning, while a priest in their midst stood scath- 
less, not because he was not sinning like the rest but 
because the thunderbolt had respect for his pro- 
fession. As centuries passed this method of in 
terpreting aerial happenings became more and 
more minutely elaborated and firmly fixed. Prot- 
estants were devoted to the work equally with 
Catholics. Among the Protestant reformers of 


England, Tyndale in an exposition of the subject 
quotes 1 Sam. xiii, showing that when God gave 
Israel a king it rained and thundered. Archbishop 
Whitgift and Bishop Pilkington joined in proclaim- 
ing the doctrin. Bishop Bale equally distinguished 
himself, citing as proof Job xxxviii, Ecclesiasticus 
xiii, and Rev. viii. In Protestant Germany, Plie- 
ninger published a volume of “Brief Reflections” 
to the effect that a certain edict of Pope Gregory, 
altering the calendar, had received marks of the 
divine displeasure in the shape of violent storms 
and fatal floods. In southern Italy, early in the 
seventeenth century, Bishop Majoli, of Voltoraria, 
produced a work of monstrous size, “Dies Canic- 
ularii.” This for over a century remained a favorit 
encyclopedia in Catholic lands. Thunder and light- 
ning he calls bombs hurled against the wicked. 
The thunderbolt is “an exhalation condensed and 
cooked into stone.” It is, he says, “not to be 
doubted that, of all the instruments of God’s ven- 
geance, the thunderbolt is the chief.” By means 
of it Sennacherib and his army were consumed (2 
Chron. xxxii, 21,22). ‘Luther, continues this Catho- 
lic bishop, was struck by lightning in his youth to 
admonish him against straying from the Catholic 
faith. Blasphemy and Sabbath-breaking are the 
sins to which this punishment is especially assigned, 
as we see in part from Num. xvi, 1-35. The next 
important treatis is that of the Jesuit Stengel, fifty 
years later. Stengel elaborates the theme in six 
thick quartos crammed with instances of judgments 
of God. The thunderbolt is the finger of God, 
which rarely strikes a man save for his sins. A 
minute schedule for the use of preachers in their 
sermons through the entire year is furnished. A 
few years afterward, in Protestant Swabia, the 
preacher George Nuber issues a volume of 
«weather sermons.” All elemental disturbances, 
such as storms, floods, drouths, lightning, and hail, 
are sent directly by God against human sins. 
Lightning and hail are affixed as punishments 
especially to a number of particular sins, such as 
impenitence, incredulity, neglect to repair churches, 
and fraud in the payment of tithes to the clergy; 
and these points he supports by plentiful passages 
from scripture. Handbooks of prayers against bad 
weather were issued. Among them one of the most 
popular was the “Spiritual Thunder and Storm 
Booklet.” This was written in 1731. Its three or 
four hundred pages are packed with preventivs of 
elemental violences. These consist not only of 
prayers and songs but of means of all sorts of 
natures, “sighs for use when it lightens fearfully,” 
and “cries of anguish when the hailstorm is draw- 
ing on.” ‘The preface to this valuable book is fur- 
nished by Professor Dilherr, pastor of the great 
church of St. Sebald at Nuremburg, who with his 
learning, and the remarkable common sense which 
we know distinguishes all preachers, contributes 
largely to the important truths of the volume. 
Among other things, he adds to the three purposes 
which God had been known to hav in storms, a 
fourth one. To the three motivs of a wish on the 
part of the creator to manifest his power, to dis- 
play his anger, and to drive sinners to repentance, 
he adds the fourth one of a desire to show us 
“with what sort of « storm-bell he will one day 
ring in the last judgment.” 

About 1725 we find, in Switzerland, even the 
professor of mathematics Scheuchzer, an eminc nt 
man and one very rational on other subjects, issu- 
ing a “Physica Sacra” grounded throughout on 
the Bible, and holding that the elements, in the 
most literal sense, utter the voice of God. In New 
England the same superstition is found continuing. 


in Stormy Winds” are instances. He cites as 
proof Job xxxviii, 1, where God speaks to Job out 
of the whirlwind; and Ps. exlviii, about the 
“stormy wind fulfilling his word.” He teaches, 
“« When there are great tempests, the angels often- 
times hav a hand therein, yea, and some- 
times evil angels.” He instances several blasphem- 
ers struck by lightning, and carefully giva us the 
sage warning, “Nothing can be more dangerous 


for mortals than to condemn dreadful providences, 


and in particular dreadful tempests.” 

Having traced up to a modern date the course of 
the belief that God directly causes many of the 
weather-happenings, we will now begin again at the 
rise of Christianity and similarly follow up the 
notion that the devil and his agents cause the re- 
maining portion. 

Belief in the existence of these characters, the 
devil and numerous agents, was particularly strong 
and controling , during the Christian centuries. 
The Jewish religion, and all others upon which 
Christianity was founded, had always taught the 
existence of evil spirits; and the ranks of these 
creatures upon the rise of the Christian faith 
received notable reinforcements, for that religion, 
it was held, had in dethroning the gods of all the 
pagan beliefs driven these chagrined deities into a 
course of rancorous vengeance against their former 
adorers who had now traitorously turned to the 
altars of Christ. The former gods had become 
evil spirits. The new God was admitted to be 
supreme, but the old ones were not supposed ex- 
tinct or powerless. The miracles of the new Gol 
were not more believed in than those of the old 
gods, the only difference being that the former 
were reckoned beneficent and irresistible, while the 
latter were malevolent and sometimes thwartable. 
Jupiter and Odin, and all the other uncrowned 
divinities, were conceived to hav become ministers 
of Satan, “ the prince of the power of the air.” 

Now, as to the particular field in which it seemed 
natural to the people to expect the works of these 
rebel spirits, that field came to be the atmospheric 
phenomena; a strong reason being that these phe- 
nomena were of all others the ones in which the 
sway of the ancient deities had been most manifest. 
The Roman had ever heard Jupiter, and the Teuton, 
Thor, in the thunder; what more likely, then, than 
that Satan, to she foot of whose throne those gods 
had been driven by the rise of Jehovah, should em- 
ploy these personages and their subordinates in 
their old province of meteorological ,dominion, to 
vex the apostate sons of men? What more natural 
than that the populace who thought sunshine and 
rain answers to their prayers sent by a good spirit, 
should consider storm and drouth persecutions in- 
flicted by evil spirits? 

The fathers of the church deduced this doctrin 
from scripture. St. Jerome taught that the air 
is swarming with devils, supporting his doctrin by 
various texts in Isaiah and in the epistle to the 
Ephesians. In this latter book, the text, “« Our 
battle is not with flesh and blood” (iii, 6), he says 
clearly means the devils in the air. St. Augustine 
laid down that this view is beyond question. As 
the centuries passed this doctrin branched and 
grew. The Venerable Bede sanctioned it, adding 
corroborativ anecdotes. The powerful Catholic au- 
thority, St. Thomas Aquinas, said in his revered 
“Summa:” “Rains and winds can be 
caused by demons. It is a dogma of faith 
that the demons can produce wind, storms, and 
rain of fire from heaven.” To this notion Albert 
the Great lent his influential name, and showed in 
himself a high degree of Catholic intelligence by 


Increase Mather’s sermons on “The Voice of God | relating that a certain salve thrown in a spring 
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produced whirlwinds. Another pillar of the Cath- 
olic church who set his seal on this teaching was 
St. Bonaventura, whose labors in theology were 
esteemed so valuable as to merit one of the highest 
places in the church, and to whom Dante awards 
especial place in paradise. The doctrin was set 
down throughout the chronicles of the Middle Ages ; 
‘and we find the lives of the saints pervaded with it. 
It was set by poetry in frames of fancy and senti- 
ment; Dante in his verse enriched it with his imag- 
ination and cadences. Painting gave it body; in a 
grand picture by Bordone, still to be scen at Venice, 
a shipload of demons is seen approaching Venetian 
shores in a storm of their hellish raising, but St. 
Mark, St. George, and St. Nicholas attack and 
scatter the fiendish crew and its weapon of foul 
weather. The popes repeatedly sanctioned the 
doctrin. It was worked up into various local 
superstitions, monkish imaginations, and attractiv 
arguments, to take with the general populace. The 
eccentricities of lightning were held tobe peculiarly 
salient evidence of an intelligent aim at certain ob- 
jects. The phenomena of the thunderbolt were 
treated with great detail by the Carmelite, Matthias 
Farinator, of Vienna, each peculiarity being shown 
to convey some spiritual significance. The volume 
embodying this exposition of Farinator was got up 
at the solicitation of the pope. In the fifteenth, 
sixteenth, and seventeenth centuries the doctrin 
bloomed forth in a multitude of treatises. These 
were written by the most distinguished and learned 
Catholic and Protestant divines. At the Reforma- 
tion period, and for two centuries’ thenceforward, 
Catholics and Protestants pressed forward in hot 
rivalry of each other in this work of detecting the 
authors of bad weather in Satan and his human 
emissaries such as witches and magicians. John 
Eck, the great opponent of Luther, in his annotated 
edition of Aristotle's “ Physics,” which was so long 
authoritativ in German universities, in his wood- 
cut picturing the atmosphere represents the devils 
who there hold dominion. Luther upheld the be- 
lief with exceptional strenuousness, affirming that 
the winds themselvs are but spirits good and evil, 
and alleging that he had personally calmed more 
than twenty storms raised by the devil. Next 
appeared a great work which was welcomed alike 
by Catholics and by Protestants. This was by the 
prelate Delrio. He first points out that the holy 
scriptures prove the dominion of devils over the 
elements, fur those writings “show that Satan 
brought fire down from heaven to consume the 
servants and flocks of Job, and that he stirred up 
a violent wind, which overwhelmed in ruin the sons 
and daughters of Job at their feasting.” He notes 
that the hail with which the Egyptians were pun- 
ished was fetched by evil angels (Ps. lxxviii, 47—49). 
Turning to Revelation, he cites the four angels 
standing at the four corners of the earth holding 
back the winds from working great scath to human 
beings (Rev. vii, 1). He calls attention to the fact 
that the devil is called by the Apostle a “ prince of 
the power of the air” (Eph. ii, 2). The second 
part of Delrio’s work is devoted to showing the 
concurrence in his tenets of the church fathers, 
Clement, Jerome, Augustine, Aquinas, etc. 


To combat these devil-directed winds, storms, 
and all such manifestations of weather, prayer 
and exorcism and the ringing of blessed bells were 
the means resorted to in these ages of churchly 
wisdom. Saints, reformers, men eminent for de- 
voutness or learning, and all the like persons 
notable in the medieval churches, are chronicled 
to hav used these supernatural means with 
the highest success. The best compendium of 
these operations is Brewer's “ Dictionary of 
Miracles.” In it we find tempests stilled not 
only by St. Giles and his coevals, but even by 
John Wesley of our modern days. An exorcism 
that was widely used, and is ascribed to Pope 
Gregory XIII., reads: “I, a priest of Christ, . 
do command ye, most foul spirits, who do stir up 
these clouds, that ye depart from them, 
and disperse yourselys into wild and untilled 
places, that ye may be no longer able to harm men 
or animals or fruits or herbs or whatsoever is de- 
signed for human use.” Another exorcismal ritual 


reads: “All the people shall rise, and the priest, 
turning toward the clouds, shall pronounce these 
words: ‘TI exorcise ye, accursed demons, who hav 
dared to use, for the accomplishment of your 
iniquity, those powers of nature by which God in 
divers ways worketh good to mortals; who stir up 
winds, gather vapors, form clouds, and condense 
them into hail. I exorcise ye, 

that ye relinquish the work ye hav begun, dissolve 
the hail, scatter the clouds, disperse the vapors, 
and restrain the winds.’” Of the manuals of 
exorcism that became abundant, some were large 
quartos, and some handbooks. Of the latter, 
the most widely used was that by the Italian 
priest Locatelli, “ Hxorcisms most Powerful and 
Efficacious for the Dispelling of Aerial Tem- 
pests, whether raised by Demons at their own 
Instance or at the Beck of some Servant of the 
Devil.” The income derived by Pope Urban V. 
from the manufacture and sale of Agnus Dei’s pre- 
pared to ward off storms, was enormous. These 
articles were pieces of wax stamped to represent 
the “lamb of God,” and blessed by the pope's own 
hand. In the ceremony of blessing them, he stood 
uncovered and prayed: “« O God, . we humbly 
beseech thee that thou wilt bless these waxen forms, 
figured with the image of an innocent lamb, . 
that, at the touch and sight of them, the faithful 
may break forth into praises, and that the crash 
of hailstorms, the blast of hurricanes, the violence 
of tempests, the fury of winds, and the malice of 
thunderbolts may be tempered, and evil spirits flee 
and tremble before the standard of thy holy cross, 
which is graven upon them.” It is to be borne in 
mind that the Protestant church was as completely 
devoted to the doctrin of the supernatural sway of 
the weather as the Catholic. For instance, Luther, 
as before noted, energetically supported it, and pre- 
scribed especially the first chapter of John as of 
unfailing efficacy against thunder and lightning. 
He declared that he had frequently put storms to 
flight merely by the sign of the cross and the text, 
“ The word was made flesh.” 

In our last issue we sketched the course of the 
doctrin that weather-happenings are not caused by 
natural agencies, but are due to supernatural be- 
ings. In the present number we hav noted just 
what supernatural beings the phenomena were 
thus ascribed to; and mentioned some of the 
measures used in remedy. In our next and con- 
cluding paper we will relat» the unfortunate fate of 
the multitudes of persons suspected of being agents 
of Satan in the production of bad weather. 


Items from Canada. 

In Canada M. Filiatrault, the editor whose fight 
with the ecclesiastical authorities we related a 
short time ago, has issued a pamphlet which if not 
suppressed will stir up a great tumult in Quebec. 
It contains three hundred pages, and is entitled 
“Clerical Ruin.” The work is from the pens of 
Canada’s most brilliant of younger French-Canadian 
writers, among whom are Sanvalle, of Læ Patrie, 
and this Filiatrault, of the Canada Review. One of 
the articles is devoted to the Jesuits. Another, 
which is sensational, is entitled “Mysticism and 
Chastity.” In it reference is made to the recent 
clerical scandals. Another chapter is on the harsh- 
ness of the church in treating with the weak and 
fallen. “We are charged with immorality,” says 
\!. Filiatrault, “with undue influence over the 
crowd, with schemes for our own enrichment. Let 
us try the same charges on the priests.” And he 
proceeds to describe the immoralities, the intrigues, 
and the avarice of the clergy, who hay driven 
liberty out of Quebec. In an article entitled 
“The Priest and His Money,” Fe says: “We are 
rich, but our wealth is hidden in the churches and 
convents. Englishmen and Americans build banks; 
we build chapels. Hence we are beggars, while 
they revel in affluence. Our children leave us for 
the Siates in order to escape this unnatural taxa- 
tion that eats the fruit of our labor. Who will 
deliver us from it? Who will dare attempt to 
kill it?” 

The question of mixed marriages has once more 
been brought to the front, a mandement of the 
archbishop having just been issued. The Rev. 


Curé Sentenne, of the church of Notre Dame, coim- 
menting on this mandement, declared that, accord- 
ing to the doztrin of the Roman Catholic church, 
in the event of two Catholics getting married by a 
Protestant minister the marriage is null and void. 
If one of the contracting parties is a Catholic and 
the other a Protestant, the marriage ceremony 
performed by a Protestant clergyman is valid, but 
the Catholic thus contracting marriage commits a 
grievous sin. The Catholic church did not want 
mixed marriages at all, but when they were allowed, 
it was only on two conditions: First, that the Cath- 
olic party contracting will always be allowed the 
free exercise of his or her religion, and, secondly, 
that all the children will be brought up in the Cath- 
olic church. In view of the fact that mixed mar- 
riages are very common in Montreal, the unfortu- 
nate folk are greatly exercised i in their minds over 
the proclamation. 

Another bone of contention between certain 
Roman Catholics and their ecclesiastical superiors 
is the right claimed by the latter to divide and 
create new parishes in the province as they see fit. 
This entails heavier burdens on the people, for the 
more parishes there are the more tithes they hav 
to pay to erect churches and ecclesiastical institu- 
tions and support the additional priests required. 
Some of the poor fellows, toil-crushed and starved, 
find it impossible to contain their pitiful complaints. 

Vast are the regions oppressed and scourged by 
the greedy, lying priest. The work of enlightening 
all of the countless communities as deep sunk in 
slavery to the church as that described above, truly 
seems endless. The labor has been urged on by 
the sensible and courageous men of the world for 
centuries, yet to-day what prospects meet our eye 
everywhere on this continent! When, when will 
Protestant United States and Catholic Quebec be 
clothed and in their sound mind? 


a 
Ingersoll on Two Judicial Decisions. 

Colonel Ingersoll last Sunday expressed to a 
reporter some sentiments on the late judicial 
decisions forbidding labor unions to quit work in 
certain cases. Of these decisions, the first was 
delivered by Judge Ricks. It enjoined railway 
employees from refusing to handle freight-cars of 
the Ann Arbor road; enjoined Grand Chief Arthur 
of the Locomotiv Engineers’ Brotherhood from 
ordering men thus to refuse, and enjoined Arthur 
to produce in court the rule of the Brotherhood . 
requiring such refusal. The second of the decisions 
was issued at New Orleans. Judge Billings, in an 
elaborate opinion, in a suit brought by the United 
States against the Workingman’s Amalgamated 
Council of New Orleans, held that the labor leaders 
in causing a stoppage of the commerce o: the city 
offended against the statutes governing interstate 
commerce. These two decisions hav excited high 
interest, and their outcome is anxiously awaited. 
Colonel Ingersoll thinks: “As a rule men hav a 
right to quit work at any time unless there is some 
provision to the contrary in their contracts. They 
hay not the right to prevent other men taking their 
places. Of course, I do not mean by this that 
strikers may not use persuasion and argument to 
prevent other men filling their places. All black- 
listing and refusing to work with other men is also 
illegal and punishable.: Of course men may con- 
spire to quit work, but how is it to be proved? One 
man can quit or five hundred can quit together and 
nothing can prevent them. While I hav not read 
either Judge Billings’s or Judge Ricks’s decision 
carefully, I believe in a general way that they are 
in acknowledgment at least of the principle of 
public control or regulation of railroads and of 
commerce generally. The railroads, while run for 
private profits, are public carriers, and the public 
has a vested interest in them as such. The same 
principle applies to the commerce of the country, 
and can be dealt with by the courts in the same 
way. I don’t think, however, that the decision will 
hav any lasting effect upon organized labor. You 
can’t enforce law against such vast numbers of 
people, especially when they hav the general sym- 
pathy, as is the case here. Of course most strikes 
hav been illegal, but the numbers involved make the 
courts powerless.” 
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Some Handsome Premiums. 

To induce new subscriptions and prompt renew- 
als on the part of our friends we make the follow- 
ing handsome premium offers: l 

For $5.00 we will send Taz Teura SEEKER one 
year ($3.00) and “ Paine’s Great Works Complete ” 
(8.00). This edition of Paine’s works contains a 
picture of Paine, of the statue proposed to be 
erected in Chicago, and of his monument in New 
Rochelle. 

_ For $5.00 we will send Taz TRUTH SEEKER one 
year ($3.00) and “The World’s Sages, Thinkers, 
and Reformers” ($3.00). By D. M. Bennett. 

For $4.50 we will send Tae Trura SEEKER one 
year ($3) and “The Freethinker’s Pictorial Text- 
Book” in cloth ($2.50). a: 

For $4 we will send Tus TRUTH SEexer one year 
($3) and “The Freethinker’s Pictorial Text-Book” 
in boards ($2). 

For $4 we will send Taz TRUTH SEEKER one year 
($3) and a copy of “ Old Testament Stories Comic- 
ally Ilustrated ” in cloth covers ($1.50). 

For $3.50 we will send TuE TRUTH SEEKER one 
year ($3) and “Old Testament Stories Comically 
Ilustrated ” in board covers ($1). 

This is a splendid opportunity to obtain books 
which every Liberal desires to hav at an exceed- 
ingly low price. Old and new subscribers can avail 
themselvs of it, and we shall be glad if our present 
readers will call the attention of their friends to 
the values offered. 


It appears that one argument heretofore used 
against Sunday closing of the World’s Fair, namely 
that the workingma.1 would be excluded, will 
no longer be available. For on the 20th ult. it 
was practically settled that, whatever the fate of 
Sunday closing, the rule week-days will be late 
closing. Chief Engineer Shankland says: “The 
electrical exhibit is the finest thing on the grounds. 
The people will want to see it and they will hava 
chance. This means that the gates will be kept 
open until 11 o'clock.” Without dwelling on the 
minor point that afew hours evenings will not be so 
suitable a time for the worker to see the Fair as a 
whole day on Sunday, we will remark that the 
argument for opening based on the ground that 
the state should not lend itself to any particular re- 
ligion, still remains. The favoring by the state of 
the holy day of a particular religion, which amounts 
to nothing more nor less than the establishment, in 
part, of that religion, siill remains as unsafe and 
disgraceful a thing as ever. 


The Constitution, Atlanta, Ga., in a late issue, 
under the head of “Editorial Comment,” says: 
s According to recent ecclesiastical decisions, to 
believe what has been proven is heresy. It is or- 
thodox to believe what cannot be demonstrated.” 


The World’s Fair From a Freethinker’s Stand- 
point. 


In May we shall begin the publication of a series 
of letters which will be of great interest and 
beauty. Samuel P. Putnam will write them from 
Chicago, and they will be about the World’s great 
Fair, which opens in that lively and booming town 
on May 1st. Mr. Putnam’s description—as every- 
one who knows him knows—will not be the com- 
monplace matter of the geniusless boiler-plate 
correspondent, but the impressions made upon & 
cosmopolitan poet by the aggregation of samples of 
the world’s progress in mechanics, art, literature, 
knowledge. The letters will undoubtedly be big and 
broad, wide and deep—a picture and a panorama, 
a history of human advance from “that man in the 
dug-out” to the racial subjugation of the forces of 
nature—so far as tnese forces are subdued. The 
letters will be essentially a Freethinker’s view of 
the Fair, what it shows, and what it foreshadows, 
and we venture to say that among the hundreds of 
correspondents at the Fair, and the thousands of 
letters to be written by them, there will be none 
like the writer of the Freethought views and his 
descriptions. Readers of his “News and Notes” 
will agree with us in this estimate, we know. 

We shall be obliged to our friends if they will 
call the attention of their friends to this announce- 
ment and suggest to them that a six months’ 
subscription will insure them the receipt of these 
letters, which will alone be worth many times the 
cost of the paper. 


[nthe Sunny South. 


are delayed the traveler is sure to get left, for he 
can neither walk nor ride. 
or in such a condition that it takes both time and 
money to traverse the sandy way. So when on 
Tuesday morning the steamer Sebastian on which 
Captain Hardee and myself depended to get to 
Cocoa, and also the mail boat, were grounded a few 
miles above Captain Hardee's, the prospect of 
meeting my appointment was rather slim. The 
only chance was to hail some passing craft—but 
toward evening the wind abated and it was almost 
a calm. Even a sailing vessel would be a very un- 
certain means of transportation. 
Sam Brown and his ship happened along. Hardee 
mounted the bulkhead and swung a white towel, 
which attracted the mariner’s attention. 
slowly swung round and a boat was sent ashore— 
and we thanked our stars that at least we could go 
somewhat on our journey. 
gage, and prepared to take a night’s rest on the 
soft side of a board, for there were no chairs and 
no beds in the vessel. It was built for freight, and 
not for passengers. 
reach Cocoa in the morning. 


hour I guess. 


Judge Greer and Captain Garner, with a few 
others, giv me a very appreciativ audience at Green 
Cove Springs. Iam sure that a much larger num- 
ber will be present when I again visit this favored 
spot. Geo. R. Davis and J. A. Lovelace enroll 
themselvs in Tue Truru Szexer ranks and can be 
counted on every time for freedom and progress. 
I must thank Captain Garner for his manly assist- 
ance. He introduced me at the lecture with a 
short address and in every way has been a right- ` 
hand supporter in this work. 

Early on Friday morning I voyage to Jackson- 
ville. The friends at this point were unable to 
procure a hall, and I did not lecture as I hoped to 
do. Ialso received word that nothing could be 
done this time at Ocala. Geo. B. Tyler did his 
level best, and with a few more like him success 
would be sure. I was sorry not to visit more 
places in Florida, but a beginning has been made, 
and I hav bright hopes of what may be accom- 
plished in the days to come. 

Captain Rhoads, James Douglass, and other 
friends at Jacksonville make my last day in the 
land of flowers a pleasant one indeed. Friday 
evening I leave for the North. I hav afew minutes 
Saturday morning with Sam Cherry at Savannah. 
I havn’t time to see other friends. I hope Savan- 
nah will wheel into line, even if only a few are bold 
enough to stand for Freethought. Sunday morn- 
ing I am in Washington, and as usual find cheerful 
entertainment with Mr. and Mrs. Burr. These 
friends are Liberal in every sense of the word, and 


News and Notes. 
If by accident the steamers on the Indian river 


Roads are impassable, 


However, Captain 


The ship 


We piled in our bag- 


With a fair wind we might 


We scarcely moved, so faint was the breeze—but 
we did manage to creep along about two miles an 
I enjoyed the tardy voyage, drift- 


ing into the night, the stars shining softly, the 


vague shores stretching away into the infinit 
gloom. Beautiful phosphorescent light quivered 
in the wake of the vessel; and the fishes as they 
leaped from the water made spangles of fire, so that 
you might imagin that the bosom of the river was 
a rolling flame. The breeze seemed to increase 
about midnight, and we bowled along quite finely; 
I found it much pleasanter to watch the sparkling 
river, and the receding shores, and the great dome 
above, than to sleep on my hard bed. About 1 
o’clock the lights of Melbourne flashed to view, and 


a steamer was coming in, and the whistle was a 


welcome sound, for if we could make that steamer 
all our troubles would be at an end. With gay 
illuminations, making brilliant the gloom, she 
rounded to the dock. We were still two 
miles off and slowly we neared the goal, but 
all our prayers wouldn’t make the wind giv a 
single extra puff. Finally, we swept within a 
quarter of a mile of the dock, and we could hear 
the music of the loading and unloading of the 
cargo. But we heard with dismay the plashing of 
the wheels. Only five minutes and we would be 
all right, but it was a fatal five minutes. We 
didn’t get there. Right before our eyes the 
steamer swung into the stream, passed in front of 
us, and voyaged out of our longing vision, and we 
were left with the uncertain winds, which seemed 
to take delight in shifting to every quarter. So I 
lay down on my bare couch and tried to dream the 
hours away until the sunny morning burst upon our 
view, and then the wind was howling from the 
north square in our teeth and we couldn’t make a 
mile an hour. At this rate we wouldn't get to 
Cocoa in another twenty four hours. There was 
one stray fish on board and some bacon and hominy, 
and this with a cup of coffee made a royal break- 
fast, for I was hungry as a bear and could eat 
almost anything. Up till about noon the wind 
roared like a tempest in our faces and the ship 
tacked and struggled fitfully forward amidst the 
tumbling billows. Then the wind changed in our 
favor, just enough to keep us on a straight course, 
and we landed about 4 o’clo.k in the afternoon at 
Cocoa. I lectured the same evening. D. A. 
Blodgett and friends were present. The Fabers 
and others came by beat, and a larger audience 
greeted me than at-Rocklege the week before. Mr. 
Blodgett put off a business engagement to be with 
us and help. With such good assistance these 
pioneer lectures hav opened the way for future 
work. Next year there will be a better outlook. 
Early on Thursday morning I bid good-bye to 
Indian river. I meet Dr. Wilson, Mr. Giger, Mr. 
Goldsmith, and other friends at Titusville, where I 
remain until noon,and then I journey to Green 
Cove Springs. This is the end of my tour with 
Captain Hardee. He was with me during all the 
ups and downs and cross-currents and head-winds 
of the campaign, and his courage and good nature 
and stanch Liberalism enabled me to meet every 
drawback and ill fortune with a cheerful mien. 
Besides contributing mainly to the funds, he was 
heart and hand in every movement from the time I 
struck Titusville until my- return, and it is with 
regret that I bid good-bye to so genial a comrade 
and to all the other friends who hav so generously 
stood by me in this new and untried field. 


in the arduous work of the winter hav given me 


aid and hospitality. Mr. Burr's library is a restful 


place for the Secular Pilgrim. Books and papers 


are there in abundance, and in my moments of 
leisure I had these treasures at hand; besides Mr. 
Burr's own stores of information, which are of 
great help to the radical student. 

Monday evening I arrive at New York and pen 
these “Notes” in the sanctum of Tue Trours 
SEEKER, and after I hav finish:d them I must hurry 
away to the Northland, and after that comes 
work for the great International Congress, as will 
be seen in the announcement of Mr. Remsburg. I 
believe that we can make this Congress of lasting 
benefit to Freethought everywhere, and by har- 
monious action, which is now assured, take the 
greatest step in advance of all the century. 

Samugn P Porwam. 


Soon he eg ES 
To My Liberal Friends. 

I propose to publish a pamphlet, the opening 
part of which will appear in Taz Trurn SEEKER 
next week, entitled, “Religion a Curse, Religion a 
Disease, Religion a Lie.” I consider that we are 
drifting into a most dangerous religious tyranny 
and war. It is not simply church and theology 
that we must oppose, but it is religion at the root 
of these, which is what I hav defined it to be. We 
must understand religion, and for the safety of the 
race we must destroy religion. I want this book 
to be widely read. It is important. Religion as 
the foe of humanity is not sufficiently understood. 
We do not realize its terrific nature. I hav written 
this book because I feel the necessity of speaking 
the plain truth, I challenge contradiction of my 
statements. Send to Taz Truru Sercer for this 
book. Circulate it. Price, 25 cents per copy. 


Samuez P. Puram. 
<> 


Business Announcements. 


Those of our readers who hav ordered ‘‘Crimes of 
Preachers” ought to receive them about the same time 
they get this iesue of Tau TRUTH SEEKER. Tuture orders 
will be filled promptly. 


Mr. John C. Sprang writes that he would like to see the 
articles on Design which hav recently appeared in TuE 
Truru Srtxer in book form. We shall comply with his 
wish by making a ten-cent pamphlet of the series, to be 
issued in a few weeks. 


It is a dangerous thing to recommend medicins, and 
we cannot do it in any case, but we can call attention to 
our friend Perry’s advertisement in another column and 
leave our readers to judge of the merits of the water from 
his spring. Mr. Perry praises it highly, as perhaps is 
natural, and claims for it great efficacy as a healing agent. 
As this applies to the addition of material elements to the 
bodies of the sick it may be well for those needing such 
help togivit their thought in preference to drug remedies. 


Mr. R. J. Fraser, of Dinula, Cal., has sent here a box 
of figs which the children pronounced (we use the past 
tense advisedly), in the language of young America, 
‘font of sight.” Mr. Fraser says he has a few hundred 
pounds which he will sell, and we believe we can rely 
upon the judgment of the little folks and say that anyone 
desiring that dainty luxury will do exceedingly well tò 
buy of him. 
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Gommunications. 


Reply to Otto Wettstein. 


Dear Siz: In your communication of March 11th 
you catechise me pretty thoroughly; and to answer 
all your questions fully through Taz TRUTH SEEKER 
would tax the indulgence of that much-enduring 

. sheet to the utmost to accord me sufficient space in 
Such is my un- 
bounded confidence, however, in the inexhaustible 
good nature of Freethinkers generally and the 
Editor of Taz Trora Srzxer in particular, that I 
am going nevertheless to make the attempt, though 
in order not to impose unduly upon good nature, 
my answers must be necessarily brief and incom- 


which to do the subjects justice. 


plete. 


When we contemplate existence, not only the 
world without but the yet greater world within, and 
with our limited capacity endeavor to grasp the 
breadth of thought, to measure the hights and 
depths of feeling, the vastness of the field of inves- 
tigation that lies yet unexplored before us, the 
colossal proportions and countless number of ideas 
that throng upon us, and the lightning speed with 
which they flash across the plane of conscious per- 
ception, it seems strange indeed that an intelligent 
mind can question the existence or reality of that 
inner, mental world, though it may elude the efforts 
of “Infidel” telescopes to locate it in space, and 
chemist and anatomist alike fail to find a trace of 
And 
when we contrast our knowledge, together with the 
aggregate of science, with the boundless realm of 
the unknown and unknowable, with which it com- 
pares in extent about as our earth does with the 
whole boundless universe, doesnot dogmatic assump- 
tion either on the positiv or negativ side of any 
question look very much like presumption? And 
are we not forced to the conclusion that the true 
scientific attitude is that of investigation and re- 
spectful inquiry rather than of confident assertion or 


it among the debris of their laboratories. 


reckless denial of the unknown ?—that in order to 
be truly wise we must indeed become as little chil- 
dren, humbly acknowledging that we hav everything 
to learn? 

It is in this spirit that I shall endeavor to answer 
your questions; and you will pardon me, I hope, if 
the enforced brevity of some of my replies may 
cause them to appear somewhat dogmatic in their 
manner of statement. 

Viewed from your standpoint it certainly is not 
reasonable to suppose “that a single, living, breath- 
ing, gigantic [material] being can exist within the 
interstellar spaces and survive;” and I could no 
more attempt to force such an absurdity upon your 

-mind than I could accept it for my own. Both of 
us being rational human beings, we should both in- 
stinctivly reject it. But the difficulty with you, 
my friend, a difficulty shared by all Materialistic 
reasoners, is that you fail to perceive the vast and 
radical difference in the essential nature of spirit 
and matter, and hav not yet learned to think spir- 
itually, except in unguarded moments; and in all 
your reasonings are hampered by ideas of time and 
space which are pure accidents of matter of which 
the mind takes no practical cognizance when left 
to its natural, instinctiv workings, as a little reflec- 
tion and observation will convince you. 

For some good examples of spiritual thinking I 
refer you to the recent address of Colonel Ingersoll 
in Tue Trova Seexer for February 25th. The col- 
onel, like all earnest, thoughtful men, has his sublime 
moments, and when in these exalted states of 
thought and feeling he is more or less inspired and 
like other inspired men givs utterance, consciously 
or unconsciously, to vital, spiritual truths of which 
I can here pause to note but one or two. 

In all your arguments you persistently identify 
personality with physique. When Mr. Ingersoll 
declares that “Lincoln was an immense perso- 
nality,” did he hav any reference to the number of 
inches or ounces of solids, fluids, and gases that 
made up the towering frame through which that 
genial personality was manifested for a few years 
to the outer world? In all the masterly analysis 
of that grand personality that follows, there is no 
allusion to flesh and blood, to bone and sinew, as 
being any essential part of the man who having 
parted with both is still revered and loved—who 
being dead yet speaketh. 

“This is absolutely true,” says Ingersoll, that 
“ Liberty can be retained, can be enjoyed, only by 
giving it to others.” This is true of no material 
possession whatsoever. Liberty clearly then is not 
material; but if not material it is nothing, you say ! 
How then can it be given or withheld? And hay 

_ not untold myriads bled and died in its defense? 
Would not you do thesame? Do men giv their 
lives for nothing ? 


Again: “People separated only by distance are 
much nearer than those divided by the walls of 
caste.” This is instinctivly felt to be true although 
it ignores all idea of space as we knowit materi- 
ally. Ofa similar nature is that other significant 
statement that Lincoln “wore no official robes 
either on his body or his soul.” Mere figurativ 
language you say. But whatis figurativ language, 
friend? Does not the very use of a figure imply 
something to be presented as well as represented by 
it? And which is the more real, the figure or that 
which is expressed by it?—the portrait or the 
original ?—the word or the idea conveyed by it? 

And now for your questions. Here is the first 
group. (1) Of what nature is the God you wor- 
ship? (2) Where is He? (3) What is His out- 
line? (4) What are his characteristics? To which 
I must reply briefly: (1) God is a Spirit. (2) God 
isin the Temple of His Holiness; 7. e. His Divine 
Humanity in which alone He is apprehensible to 
human minds. (3) In the heavens He appears as a 
Sun: to human thought and affection he presenis 
Himself in the human form. (4) Infinit Love, In- 
finit Wisdom, and Infinit Power constitute the 
Divine Trinity whence are derived the qualities of 
omniscience, omnipotence, and omnipresence. 

Since God is a Spirit it is in the spiritual, not 
the material, world that we can most readily find 
Him, though traces of His presence and operations 
are clearly discernible in both worlds to those who 
know how to read the signs. I hav not discarded 
the God of my fathers or a faith in the Bible, 
though I am far from being orthodox in my under- 
standing of either. The basis of my faith in God, 
spirit, or the Bible is the same in substance as the 
basis of my belief in my own nature or existence, 
as far as I know anything about either, viz., con- 
scious perception, observation, reason, reflection, 
and the inferences thence deduced. 

My French professor used to tell us that Parisians 
hav a saying to this effect: “« The English pretend 
that they understand each other, but we know 
better.” To them the English language was but 
senseless gibberish. So, I dare say that much that 
I hav just advanced seems to you to be mere tran- 
scendental nonsense. Not many years ago German 
was but meaningless gabble to me; in all the utter- 
ances of German oratory I could not discover a 
word of sense. But having served an apprentice- 
ship to that rich and rugged tongue, I can now see 
wealth of idea, vigor of expression, and beauty of 
thought and diction where I formerly heard but a 
meaningless jumble of, for the most part, unmusical 
sounds. So the only way to convince you of the 
force or value of my ideas is by inducing you, if 
possible, to learn my language. If you can be in- 
duced to think spiritually you will hav no difficulty 
in understanding my meaning. 

You are quite safe in promising me a pound 
of gold for every grain of inert matter I can bring 
you. Since Life is everywhere present and oper- 
ativ, absolutely inert matter can hav no existence. 
Yet relativ inertia exists to a sufficient degree to 
impress itself upon the attention of scientists as 
one of the properties of matter that must be taken 
into account in dealing with it, though it hav no 
more absolute existence than the imaginary line 
and point of the mathematician which yet serve as 
the basis of all mathematical calculations. 


Now for another budget of questions. “ Would 


animal life cease to evolve from inorganic matter. 


without your God?” Most certainly. 

« Would bodies cease to fall, fluid forms in space 
cease to assume a globular form, in a soulless uni- 
verse?” Yes. 

“Would fire cease to burn, powder not explode, 
poison not kill, or water run uphill, without a 
God?” Poison certainly could not kill where 
everything was dead, and water would neither 
run uphill nor down—it would not run at all. 

“Would cosmic phenomena come to an end and 
eternal chaos exist in space?” Not only all phe- 
nomena but all matter would cease to be, and with 
it all space, which is dependent upon it, leaving no 
room for eternal chaos or anything else but blank 
nothingness—if you can imagin such a thing. 

«If phenomena necessitate a Creator, infinit 
simultaneous phenomena necessitate an infinit 
number of Creators!” Let us state the proposition 
in this way. If a certain class of phenomena 
necessitates a law of gravitation to account for it, 
infinit simultaneous phenomena of the same class 
necessitate an infinit number of laws of gravitation! 
How does that strike you? 

« How does your God make them?” Natural 
science can answer that question better than I can, 
my friend. Nature is the Almighty’s workshop, 
and her laws are but his methods of operation. 

I hav pondered much and long on the natuie of 
the Divinity in whom I believe. I do not realize 
that the attributes of wisdom, love, and omnipo- 


tence necessitate physical being, because I find 
that the activities of my own spirit are in a large 
measure independent of my physical body, which, 
being but a feeble one, is often more of a hindrance 
than a help to its manifestations. I think and 
reason, love and hate, remember and anticipate, 
enjoy and suffer, hope and fear—usually in the 
inverse ratio to my physical activities—whether my 
body be sick or well, asleep or awake, in fullest 
perception of and participation in the visible things 
of the outer world, or when, with the links of con- 
scious apprehension temporarily broken by injury, 
it has lain senseless and apparently lifeless. I hav 
a deep-seated conviction, an instinctiv intuition, 
that the integrity of my personal existence will be 
no more impaired by the mere act of laying aside 
my physical body than is the existence of that body 
by the putting off at night of the garments I hay 
worn during the day. I shall undoubtedly still in- 
habit an organized body—existence being scarcely 
conceivable without it—but it will be a spiritual 
body, formed of spiritual substances, and as such, 
no longer subject to the material laws of time and 
space, chance and change, decay and death. 

Your arguments to demonstrate the impossi- 
bility and absurdity of the Divine Omnipresence 
remind me of those offered by the sturdy back- 
woodsman to prove the equal impossibility and 
absurdity of the, to him, novel and preposterous 
theory of the rotundity and rotation of the earth. 
He insisted that if the earth turned upside down 
every night, as these wiseacres pretended, his 
porridge pot, hung over the fire every evening, 
would inevitably be upset in the ashes, while he ` 
and his wife would be tumbled out of bed onto the 
floor or the ceiling, I hav forgotten which, for the 
final catastrophe was lost in the laughter of an au- 
dience who having learned to think scientifically 
were not troubled by any such difficulties. So 
when my good friend has learned to think spirit- 
ually, he will hav no difficulty in reconciling all the 
apparent inconsistencies his vivid imagination and 
materialistic reasoning hay conjured up. Un- 
doubtedly “in Him we liv and move and hav our 
being,” but without the “terrible turmoil” you ap- 
prehend. 

You speak of analyzing my idea. Now, Material- 
ist, I hav thee on the hip! Is my idea something 
or nothing? If nothing, how can it be ana- 
lyzed? If something, it must be matter accord- 
ing to your logic. If matter, it must possess 
the properties of matter, one of which is impene- 
trability. It must occupy space. Now what is 
its shape and size? Where did you find it to 
analyze it? Is it in my printed letter? That oc- 
cupies several columns of Tur TRUTH SEEKER, sure 
enough ; but the closest scrutiny shows only. par- 
allel lines of black marks interspersed with blank 
spaces of white paper. Whereis the idea? Chem- 
ical analysis fails to show the slightest trace of any- 
thing but paper and ink or their elements. Is it 
in the letters and words? If so, how did it get in 
without displacing something? For printed words 
require space—ideas, if material, must likewise re- 
quire space. How can two things occupy the same 
space at the same time? Moreover, a little differ- 
ent arrangement of the same letters and words will 
convey quite a different or even an opposit idea, 
while yet another arrangement givs us—no idea at 
all! Strange, is it not? 

But when all these difficulties are overcome, the 
mystery is not yet at an end. For I, solemnly de- 
clare that the idea that you hav found in my letter 
and propose to analyze, is still in my brain intact, 
and what is more I can prove it. And if your 
memory is good and you hav correctly grasped it, 
the same idea may be found lodged in your own 
brain, after your copy of Tur Trurn SEEKER is 
mislaid or destroyed. And the same may be true 
of any or all of the other readers of that paper. So 
we see that ideas may be ubiquitous if the deity is 
not, and ideas are something—or nothing—which ? 
We know they move the world. Can nothing do 
that? And when we consider the multitude of 
facts and ideas the human brain can contain at one 
and the same time without displacing an atom of 
its gray matter, tightly as it is packed within the 
skull, are we not reminded of Goldsmith’s village 
schoolmaster and the lines: . 


And still they gazed, and still the wonder grew 
That one small head should carry all he knew. 


It is indeed a mystery—one of those things that 
no Materialistic fellow can find out. 

I should be most happy to comply with your re- 
quest to guide you through the realm of spirits, to 
the best of my ability, were it not that I am met at 
the very outset by a difficulty which I can best de- 
scribe in some such way as this. Suppose you came 
to me desiring to be initiated into the beauties and 
delights of music. I, having devoted many years 


-nin 'the grosser body, survive decapitation, electro- 
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of my life to the pursuit of that delightful art, ! 
“would readily undertake the pleasing task. But 
suppose that while confessing that you had no ear 
for music, and could not tell one tune from another, 
you insisted that our investigations into this science 
Should begin with the assumption that no such 
thing as a musical tone could exist—an assumption 
` that must be disproved to your satisfaction—before 
` you would consent to take the first step. And sup- 
pose that you insisted further that the only text- 
books that should be used in our musical studies 
should be treatises on chemistry and astronomy ; 
and because in these you found no mention made of 
key relationship, major and minor intervals, con- 
struction and progression of chords, resolution of 
discords, cadence or rhythm, should hastily conclude 
` that music was madness, the Tone World an insane 
delusion, melody a myth, harmony a humbug, and I 
an impostor attempting to foist upon credulity a 
pretended science which could not ‘be logically 
proved to a deaf ear or demonstrated on chemical 
‘or astronomical principles! Whose would be the 
fault if you failed to make very rapid progress to- 
‘ward practical attainments under such conditions? 
Would not my best efforts and intentions in your 
behalf be frustrated at the outset by your own un- 
reasonable demands? 

And seriously, friend, do you think you are much 
more reasonable when you insist that your investi- 
gations into the nature of spiritual and divine 
things must begin with the assumption that spirit 
does not and cannot exist, and that the God idea 
‘ean be effectually disposed of by a simple, emphatic 
denial? Or when you further insist that all evi- 
dence of such nature and existence must be limited 
to that material plane where by the very nature of 
things they cannot be perceived? Is it not ration- 
‘ally clear that if we wish to learn music we must 
study music—not mathematics; that the way to 
understand spirit is to investigate spirit, not matter; 
and that the best method of comprehending the 

. nature and operations of mind and soul is not to 
ignore psychology and confine our researches to the 
realm of chemistry or anatomy? For it is evident 
that musical truths must be musically discerned, 
optical truths must be optically discerned, mathe- 
matical truths mathematically discerned, and moral 

- truths morally discerned. So spiritual truths must 
be. spiritually discerned. There is no other way. 
And seeing is believing in each case, whether the 
-vision be that-of the body or of the soul. 
` And now for brief replies to the third and last of 

: your series of questions and I am done, though 
much that I started out to say must be left unsaid 
>for lack of room. (1) “ What are they [spirits] 
‘composed of?”—-Of spiritual substances much 

` ‘more real; substantial, and alive than matter. (2) 

« Where. was your spirit or mine a hundred years 

--ago?”—Nowhere. (8) “If not in existence before 

-the physical body, how can it survive when the 
latter exists no more? ”—Aseasily as your body can 

. survive the removal or destruction of its clothing. 
(4)-“If the body is: a necessity to originate and 

- continue the spirit during life; is it not a necessity 

. during eternity:?’’"—No more than the egg is a 
necessity to the full-fledged bird. (5) “Is not the 
‘human mind you call spirit simply the function of 
the living, physical organism, created or generated 
from the animal body, its heat, electricity, magnet- 
ism, ete.?”—No, heat can never be sublimated 

-into affection, electricity transmuted into intelli- 
gence, or. magnetism be metamorphosed into mind. 

_(6) “Are body and mind not cause and effect?” 

. —¥es, but in the reverse order. As saith the poet: 


Of the soul the body form doth take, ` 
For soul is form and doth the body make. 


cution, or a dynamite explosion ?”’—-Because spirit, 
when disassociated from the body, takes no more 
cognizance of material phenomena than matter does 
of spirit. If you doubt this, just analyze the state 
of your own mind and its relation to outward 
things during abstract thought or in vivid dreams. 
(14) «And last, by what law of nature is it exempt 
from the general order of nature which decrees that 
all forms which begin, from the tiniest to the 
grandest sun in the universe, must sooner or later 
come to an end?”—How do you know that? When 
was this “general order” issued, and on whose 
authority? Be assured, friend, that what nature 
cannot create she is equally powerless to destroy, 
and naught but antecedent Mind can create mind. 
If Mind be not discernible in Nature, then she 
cannot be its creator. All life is the product of 
antecedent Life; and Life, not Death, presides 
over the destinies of the universe. 

These questions are all perfectly legitimate and 
fully warranted by your standpoint. I can only 
regret that lack of space will not permit me to an- 
swer them more fully and satisfactorily. I trust, 
however, that we shall hav an opportunity to dis- 
cuss these interesting topics further. Having been 
a teacher all my life, it seems the most natural 
thing in the world for me to ask or answer ques- 
tions; and it is always a pleasure to me to come 
in contact with a vigorous mind fairly bristling with 
interrogation points. So proceed with your ques- 
tions, brother; the more the better, and with the 
kind permission of Mr. Macdonald I will endeavor 
to answer them. A. Avausta ÜHAPMAN. 

Baltimore, Md., Merch 20, 1893. 
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Deacon Snique on Sunday Closing. 


“ Grand, gloomy, peculiar,” and quite unique 
Among men stands Deacon Adoniram Snique; 
It may be declared of this precious man, 

As saìd Byron of Brinsley Sheridan, 

That he of his kind is the first and last, 
Nature breaking the mold when he was cast. 
You cannot pronounce him handsome, because 
His style of beauty’s too full of flaws. 

His visage, iudeed, makes people shiver; 
His mouth’s like a gash in a piece of liver, 
Incased in as scraggily gray a beard 

As was ever permitted to go unsheared; 

His watery eye has a stalwart squint, 

And what heart he has is as bard as flint.. 

He knows he’s not pretty, but oh, how he 
Does pride himself on his piety! 


The question of closing the great World’s Fair 
On the day devoted to rest and prayer, 

Robbing toilers of their sole chance of the week, 
Is rasping the soul of good Deacon Snique— 

Is rasping it hard; and this is the way 

He held self-communion the other day: 


<: Oh, horrible thought, that men should profane 

The Sabbath for pleasure or for gain! 

When I think how wicked some persons are 
Who hav wandered away from the fold afar, 

I rejoice, with eyes, saint-like, rolled toward the sky, 
That a pious, God-fearing man am I! 

For a Christian more punctual at church 

Than I, you the earth will vainly search. 

All the drips of the sanctuary divine 

, I catch, and the loudest amens are mine. 

The way I enrich the collection plate 

None but a Croesus could emulate; 

My dollars flow—a financial spa— 

For the heathen of Borrioboola-Gha, 

For I rave, e’en as Mra. Jellyby raved, 

O’er those distant, benighted souls unsaved, 
Though I giv to the famished that wan-faced come 
To my door many tracts, but never a crumb. 
Some gracious seamps, for this world unfit, 

Hav hinted that I am a hypocrit— 

Am an object-lesson of high degree 

In the devious ways of the Pharisee. 

Well, the mice undisturbed in my closet play 
While I go to the marketplace to pray, 

And never yet from my lips has man 

Heard the tearful words of the publican : 
‘O God! hav mercy on me a sinner !’ 

But you can bet I’m as sure a winner 

In the race for heaven as any nag ; 

See these spots on my knees where my breeches bag ? 
To a distant city I may hie, 

Where a stranger to everyone am I, 

Where my bent for a frolic there’s naught to curb, 
Where the tiger invites, and the rum’s superb, 
And at the elephant take a peep, . 
And company not the choicest keep ; 

The widow and orphan may find in me 

A shaky description of trustee ; 

In chicane I may giv the devil some points, 
And buildings rent for the toughest joints ; 

I may sprain veracity, bilk my neighbor, 

And for none but my grasping self may labor. 
But for me there is waiting a great reward, 

For oh, with what ardor I love the Lord ! 


`> XTY“ Is the effect ever known without the cause ?” 
‘Never; but the cause, while ever present in the 
effect, is prior to and independent of it. (8) “ What 
is this surviving spirit ?”--The real man or woman 
with every manly power and womanly grace not 
only intact but intensified, having lost nothing but 
the material body which it’ misses no more than 
_ you would miss a pair of worn-out, cast-off boots. 
-` (9) “ What is inside of this spirit which causes it to 
`` resemble man ?”—Every human attribute of mind 
_ and thought, desire or will. (10) “Is there an- 
" . other spirit body within the body you believe in ?”— 
“* Something analogous to it—the internal and exter- 
nalmind. (11) “How can it resemble man without 
physical organism?”’—By means of a spiritual 
‘organism exactly corresponding to it. (12) “How 
can it liv without blood and circulating organs, 
‘breathe without lungs, see without eyes, and think 
without a brain and nervous system ?”—It neither 
can nor does do anything of the sort, but the 
‘spiritual eye is. keener than the material, 
` and so with every other organ of the soul. (13) 
« How can this most delicate organism, while still 


‘*Let the gates of the Fair, ’spite the ribald gang, 
On Sunday close with a mighty bang! 
What boots it if thereby trebly thrives 
The traffic cf pestilential dives? 
If the workingman hungers for recreation, 
Let him bathe in the river of salvation 
That freely is flowing for me and you 
And all the well-dressed who can buy a pew. 
The Sunday-openers, I insist, 
Are on a par with the Atheist 
And other irreverent men who look 


With sneers on belief in the Pentateuch. 

We must jealously guard our institutions 

From seculsrity’s foul pollutions. 

It is, be it understood, no matter : 

How a man may liv if he keeps up a clatter 

’Gainst an open Fair on the Sabbath day; 
Unswayed by what godless people say. 

The proper shibboleth to be raised f 
Is this: ‘Shut the gates, and the Lord be praised} ” 


L'ENVOI. 
Thus, humble as Heep and as Moses meek, 
With bimself communed Deacon Adoniram Snique. 


Jonn TALMAN. 


The Freethought Federation of America. 


[Headquarters, 345 West Randolph street, Chicago, Ill. 
S. P. Putnam, president; John R. Charlesworth, secre- 
tary; George L. Robertson, treasurer. | 


I left Ashland, Ore., on Sunday morning, Feb- 
ruary 19th, feeling good after the result of my 
lectures in that town, and now commenced my 
journey into the Golden state. Thick clouds hung 
around the mountains, which obscured their tops 
from view, but as the sun neared its zenith the 
clouds were dispelled, as orthodoxy will be erelong 
before the sun of science, of nature, and truth. 
The borders of Oregon are crossed, and in a few 
hours Mount Shasta, one of the giant hills of this 
country, looms up in sight. It is covered with 
snow, which even the rays of a scorching summer 
sun cannot melt. Here we dine, right at the very 
foot of the mountains, and to wash down the meal 
we take a drink of the famous Shasta mineral 
water. This is obtained from a basin which is fed 
by two immense geysers, one of which throws up ` 
the water to a hight of sixty feet. The wind 
catches it and sends the spray around for quite a 
distance. The train'stops at the springs and the 
passengers alight, many of whom carry small tin 
cups with them, and dipping them into the water 
they drink thereof to their heart’s content. It is a 
magnificent soda water, as beautifully flavored as 
any to be purchased in a drugstore. The scenery 
around here is grand and beautiful. We are now in 
the Sacramento valley and winding through the 
mountain passes, running for hours side by side 
with the Sacramento river. I arrive at Gridley 
about 2 o'clock Monday morning, where I had been 
announced for three lectures. I soon found 
out what few Freethinkers there were in this 
little place, and learned to my regret that the 
orthodox party had secured possession of the halls 
and we could obtain a place to speak in for neither 
love nor money. Nevertheless, as I had been an- 
nounced to lecture to a Gridley audience I was 
determined to do so in some way or another, even 
if I should hav to set up a stand in the public 
streets. This would not hav been a very difficult 
task, for the weather was beautiful and warm. 
Revival services were being held by an itinerant 
preacher of the Campbellite church, by the name of 
B. J. Dillon. He had a young man with him as a 
singer; they together were doing the Moody and 
Sankey business upon a small scale. He had 
been somewhat coarse in his language toward the 
resident Freethinkers, and had stated his willing- 
ness to debate with any or all Freethinkers. So I 
requested our friends to approach him upon the 
question of a debate with me. He refused at first, 
but a few hours afterward he came and asserted 
his readiness to do so. So it was then arranged 
that we should debate for four nights, the proposi- 
tions being somewhat similar to those which I de- 
bated with Braden upon, though the result in this 
case was different, for here I had to succumb to 
brute force—the overwhelming power of numbers. 
It was perhaps impolitic upon my part to break in 
upon his meetings which were in progress at the 
time, for the people were all under the excitement 
of religious frenzy and were “full of the spirit,” 
and some of them were full of the spiriti 
jermenti. The audience at least numbered five or 
six hundred people, and out of that crowd I did 
not hav more than twenty sympathizers—not more 
than twenty friendly faces in that vast crowd. In 
order to swamp me they drummed up the country 
for a radius of sixty miles to bring in the Campbell- 
ites and shout me down. Every time I got up to 
speak the Christian fanatics yelled, hissed, and 
hooted at me, telling me to “ shut up,” “ sit down,” 
and using other Christianlike ejaculations. My op- 
ponent was a pretty shrewd man, for he took pretty 
good care not to handle the subject-matter that I 
presented, and fell to exhorting the people in- 
stead. He was not quite so scurrilous in debate as 
the one who has been designated the “striped 
animal,” but he was not so smart or tricky. 

Gridley is entirely under church rule and priestly 
tyranny. Like leeches upon the community they 
suck the very life’s-blood from the town and stop 
the very pulse-beat of their civilization. Large 
sums of money are spent upon, and given to, the 
churches instead of being devoted to town improve- 
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ments. As a consequence they hav neither gas nor 
electric lights; they bav no waterworks, and the 
roads leading from the town to the neighboring 
colonies and settlements are in a wretched condi- 
tion. They are broken with pools of standing 
water, which, in an Eastern town, or in any town 
of its size in Oregon, Washington, or other Western 
states, would hay been bridged over. But having 
. seven churches to support, which drains them of 

- every spare dollar they hav, these improvements 
cannot be entered into, because the people could 
not afford to pay the tax that would hav to be 
levied upon them. If they would only drop the 
churches for one year and spend the money it costs 
to keep them in this direction the people of Gridley 
would soon feel a decided advantage. Our few 
friends were not very jubilant over the debate, but 
it would hav required a tremendous power by one 
man to overthrow this load of ignorance, prejudice, 
and bigotry. I was heavily handicapped from the 
start, for I had three preachers against me instead 
of one, and the only chairman we could get was the 
principal of the school, and he was a red-hot Pres- 
byterian, and he only ruled once in my favor upon 
an appeal. No doubt he would not hav done it 
then only the point of order raised was too glaring 
for him to escape it. There are only about four 
well-known Freethinkers in the town. L. P. Denny, 
who, together with his wife, entertained me right 
royally during my stay here in spite of the impreca- 
tions heaped upon me by the other women in the 
town, many of whom declared they “would rather 
die than cook a meal for me”—a true example of 
Christian charity—(The local physician declared 
that such a man as myself “ought to be put in jail 
and kept there,” and I hav no doubt there are many 
that would like to do it—if they could), Mr. and 
Mrs. Heniker, Mr. Carus and bis family, Mr. Baker, 
and Mr. Niles are about the only friends of freedom 
to be found in this hot-bed cf fanaticism. Mr. 
Pearney, though not an avowed Freethinker, gave 
me his sympathy and support on. account of the 
storm of intolerance and opposition that had been 
raised against me. These, together with Mr. 
White, who came from the neighboring town of 
Biggs, were the only ones that gave me any assist 
ance and encouragement in this unequal fight. I 
am by no means through with Gridley though, for 
I will visit this town at all hazards upon my next 
trip through the state and renew the fight for free- 
dom and take up afresh the battle for progress. 

Joun R. CHARLESWORTH, 
Sec. Freethought Federation of America. 


The Cause in the State of Washington. 


Bigotry and cupidity hav triumphed. The peti- 
tion of the churches has been granted by our state 
legislature, and all church property is entirely 
exempt from taxation. 

To me the saddest part of the fight was the 
apathy of the majority of the Liberals throughout 
the state. 

To the few generous, stanch, and true, who re- 
sponded by activ work, words of encouragement, 
and financial aid, I take this opportunity to express 
my gratitude and esteem. Had the majority done 
one-tenth as much, I should be sending out tidings 
of grand victory instead of deploring defeat. 

No efforts were spared by the Washington Secular 
Union officers. After exhausting all contributions, 
I drew on my own scant funds, sent out two thou- 
sand petitions and over five thousand printed letters 
throughout the state, and paid postage on over two 
hundred and fifty letters that were signed and 
returned to me to mail to senators and represent- 
ativs. I sent a copy of the large cartoon by 
Heston, “Taxed and Untaxed,” to every member of 
the senate and house of representativs at Olympia, 
_ with printed matter, “Words of Wisdom,” and a 

letter calling attention to our state constitution 
and clearly proving that exemption from taxation 
of church property was in palpable violation alike 
of its letter and spirit. I paid able and efficient 
persons to watch and work to defeat any under- 
hand subtle schemes of the Ministerial Alliances and 
their hirelings at Olympia, made three trips there 
myself, and when the fight in the house proved 
vain and the church secured the victory, I at once 
prepared and served a protest on Governor Mc- 
Graw, giving reasons, legal and otherwise, and 
asking him to veto the exemption clause. I worked 
night and day, but was defeated because so greatly 
overmatched. 

Until Liberals learn to disregard the shibboleth 
of party and vote only for men of principle as rep- 
resentativs and law-makers, men whose interests 
are with the people, and not creatures who are 
cager to sell themselvs or their own mothers for 
pelf, or who can be scared out of doing right by 
threats of ministers to use church influence against 


them at the next election, we can expect only 
defeat. 

Among senators, as well as representativs, the 
church found pliant, blatant demagogs ready to 
do any dirty work required in return for promised 
help and influence. 

The just demands of the farmers and wage- 
workers, the producers and the mechanics, were 
ignored or treated with derision. It was not a 
question of right, justice, and the good of the state, 
but, “What is there in it for me?” “ What shall I 
gain by voting for it?” 

The church-members and their friends did not 
fail to write personal letters and mail.them to sen- 
ators and representativs, promising help or threat- 
ening to use every influence against them in the 
future. l i 

Liberals, with few noble exceptions, were indiffer- 
ent. They did not realize the importance, the 
great need, of effort and prompt action. If priest 
and parson of every denomination had to callin 
person and collect the amount of their church ex- 
emption, although each one demanded but a few 
cents, how energetic would hav been the so dunned 
to securerepeal of the infamous law permitting such 
extortion. But because itis not a direct “ stand- 
and-deliver,” “ your-money:or-your-life” robbery, 
but the state legislature not alone exempts church 
property from paying, but virtually pays a collector 
so as to save the church any disagreeable duty in 
the matter, Liberals were apathetic, and the church 
has scored a big victory over right and justice. 

This success of the Ministerial Alliances of the 
state will prompt them to greater aggressions and 
further attacks upon our rights and liberties. 
We must arouse, buckle on our armor anew, and 
zealously, unitedly battle for entire divorce of 
church and state. “Eternal vigilance is the price 
of liberty.” No great advancement has been gained 
without encountering some repulses, calling for 
additional devotion and self-sacrifice. 

We are defeated, but not in the least dismayed. 

C. B. Reynoxps, 
Sec. Washington Secular Union. 

Tacoma, Wash. 


‘Liberal Societies. 

Professor Adler was never heard to better ad- 
vantage than he was on last Sunday, when he 
lectured on the proposed extradition treaty between 
the government of this country and that of Russia. 
He was frequently interrupted by - enthusiastic 
applause. Among other things he said: 

“ There is a mutual feeling of good will between 
the people of this country and the people of Russia. 
The Russian people are like ourselvs, a people in 
the making. They hav before them the same task 
that we hav, that of subduing a continent. The 
growth and development of so large a country as 
Russia is likely to exert a vast influence on man- 
kind. But whatever may be our feelings toward 
the people, we must distinguish between the people 
and its government. : = 

“ By the terms of the treaty in question, persons 
who hav attempted the life of the czar are not to 
be deemed political offenders—that is, they shall 
be extraditable. To understand this treaty 
one must understand the government with whom 
it is made. Of all the states in Christian Europe 
Russia alone is an absolute monarchy. In reality 
it has no representativ bodies corresponding to our 
legislature. The council of the empire is allowed 
to discuss. laws, but it can do no more than giv 
advice. The opinion of the minority as well as the 
opinion of the majority is sent to the emperor; he 
may reject either one, or he may, as he generally 
does, reject both. The members of this body are 
appointed by the emperor; they are usually 
ex-office-holders and would-be office-holders. What 
power can they hav? 

“ The government of Russiais a kind of paternal- 
ism, carried to an almost absurd extent. The 
people are little children, and the emperor is their 
father. They cannot leave the country, they can 
not read certain books, they cannot found schools 
or even a bed in a hospital, without the permission 
of their father, the czar. 

“A people cannot be strong unless it is free. 
The czar wanted his people to be strong. Univer- 
sities and schools were founded, but what was 
offered by one hand was snatched up again by the 
other. The precautions and regulations drove the 
Russian students to desperation. The powers of 
an autocrat when united in the hand of an honest 
fanatic are ten times more hurtful than when in the 
hands of a less honest man. Russian Nihilism is 
born of Russian autocracy. To judge it fairly one 
must be acquainted with the circumstances. At 
first the Nihilists were a peaceful people, and it 
was Only after they had tried other methods that 
they met violence with violence. 


“It is the accepted maxim of all nations that all 
political crimes are not extraditable. In Russia, 
where the czar is the government, the person who 
attempts to take his life is guilty of a political crime 
only. But it is inhuman, you say. But shall we 
see this inhumanity of the poor, desperate boy of 
the university, and yet forget the infinitly greater 
inhumanity that goaded him on? Shall we forget 
the flogging of cultured men and women? We 
stand by with bleeding hearts and eyes suffused 
with useless tears, but we cannot help ; it is illegiti- 
mate to interfere. = 

« Autocracy and Nihilism are engaged in a life- 
and-death duel. If the czar can apprehend those 
who with murderous weapons are fighting a mur- 
derous despotism, well and good. But if these 
escape it is not for us to agree to return them. 
Russian Nihilists hav repeatedly said that they will 
lay down their arms if the czar will grant a repre- 
sentativ government. We are told by the au- 
thorities at Washington that before a Russian 
refugee will be turned over to Russian authorities 
sufficient evidence to warrant such proceedings 
must be produced in an American court of law. 
But the evidence produced need only be enough to 
justify, in the opinion of the magistrate, commit- 
ment, and not conviction. Very little evidence is 
necessary for commitment, in comparison with the 
evidence necessary for conviction. But commit- 
ment and extradition would be fair if followed by a 
fair trial. But can aman be said to be tried fairly 
who is not tried by jury, who is not confronted 
with the witnesses, who is denied the sacred right 
of appeal?” 

Professor Adler said he had heard people re- 
mark that it was too late to protest; but he 
thought if the American people would only declare 
themselys the abominable treaty would not be 
ratified. Next Sunday the professor will lecture on 
“The Glad Tidings of Easter.” 


The third meeting of the Young Men’s Debating 
Club was held Saturday evening, March 25th. The 
discussion was on money. Mr. Gillen read a very 
interesting essay in which he dwelt at some length 
on the history of banking. The Grecian bankers 
(érapezitai) and Roman bankers (argentarii); the 
rise of modern banking in Florence; the nature of 
the business done by the Medici, the Acceajuoli, 
the Peruzi, and the Bardi; the establishment of the 
bank of Venice in 1510; of the bank of Amster- 
dam, 1609; bank of Hamburg, 1619; bank of 
England, 1694; bank of Ireland, 1783; bank of 
Scotland, 1783—all of these subjects were spoken 
of by the lecturer. Coming down to. the present 
day, Mr. Gillen said he thought that property, not 
metal, should be the basis of currency. He also 
spoke of the different objects that early peoples and 
barbarous nations of the present day Hav used as a 
circulating medium. Thus in the sixth book of the 
Iliad oxen are mentioned asa medium of commerce ; 
in Rome, Latium, Umbria, and most of: the states in 
early Italy, sheep and oxen; in sonie parts of Nor- 
way at the present day corn is used, ete., etc. In 
the discussion that followed Messrs: Bird, Walker, 
and Avery made some interesting:‘remarks. At the 
next meeting Mr. Walker will read an essay on 
“The Mystery of Life.” 


Mr. A. K. Owen addressed a large audience in 
the rooms of the Newark Liberal League last Sun- 
day on the proposed town “Sinaloa,” to be built in 
Mexico. Mr. Owen spoke first on the growth of 
corporations in this country, and the foolhardiness 
of individuals who try to combat with companies. 
« Ninety-nine per cent of you who are fighting the 
battle of life alone will fail. Why? Because you 
do not combine. I hav noticed that nearly all the 
extreme poverty of the world is among the unin- 
corporated, and on the other hand all the luxury is 
among the incorporated.” Sinaloa, the lecturer 
said, would when finished be the ideal city. It 
would be owned by a corporation but every citizen 
would be a stockholder in that corporation. The 
products of the labor of the city’s citizens would 
be bought by the corporation at a price agreed upon 
before the work was begun, and sold again to the 
citizens at the lowest possible figure. Quite a 
large number of those present thought that the 
plan would prove unsuccessful because of its non- 
practicability; the majority, however, received the 
plan avec éffusion. Mr. Bird said he thought the 
simple fact that no churches would be built in 
the town ought to guarantee the success of the 
project. Next Sunday T. B. Wakeman will lecture. 

“The True Genesis of Christianity” was the 
subject of T. B. Wakeman’s lecture at the Manhat- 
tan Liberal League last Friday evening. The 
lecture was an exposition of Mr. Wakeman’s article 
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in the. last number of Tse Trurs Srrxer. The 
critics were Mr. Wilson Macdonald, Mrs. Dunlevy, 
and Dr. Clark Bell. 


Mr. Henry Rowley lectured before the Brooklyn 
Philosophical Society last Sunday on “ Freethought 
.and Its Relation to Society.” A synopsis of Mr. 
.Rowley’s lecture was published in our issue of 
March 18th. 


me 
Hell-Fire and Damnation. - 

The following item recently appeared in the press 
dispatches of the San Francisco Chronicle : 

Mrs. William Wilbur, of Rowan, Ia., has been judged 
insane and sent to the insane asylum. The immediate 
cause of her mania was a graphic pulpit picture of hell- 
fire, drawn in a sermon by her pastor. The preacher’s 
description of the torments of the damned made such a 
vivid impression upon Mrs. Wilbur’s mind, that her rea- 
son was overthrown, and it is feared that she is hope- 
Jessly insane. l 

So the “good work” goes on, and the “glad 
tidings of great joy” are promulgated to dethrone 
reason and destroy domestic happiness. One more 
victim of the most damnable religion that priest- 
craft ever invented to curse the human race! 
Another sensitiv mind ruined by baseless tales of 
fear and falsehood, invented to avoid manual 
labor and gain control of the credulous masses. 
And yet this sacred superstition is taught and 
perpetuated in every civilized community, as a 
moral necessity and an indispensable adjunct to 
civilization itself, and we are frequently informed, 
as the readers of the leading daily journal of this 
city were to dav, how dark and gloomy would be 
this world anu how hopeless this life, were it not 
for the blessed religion of Jesus Christ. The 
“blessed religion” of this ancient myth, if properly 
termed would be cursed religion; for it is the only 
one that ever invented or conceived of eternal tort- 
ure and endless damnation. The human mind 
never before or since conjured up such, an outrage- 
ous and improbable system of religion as that of 
Christianity, and its whole influence, wherever felt, 
for nearly nineteen hundred years has been detri- 
mental to human happiness, peace, prosperity, and 
progress. It has never failed to detract from the 
joys of life; and has, like an incubus, depressed the 
minds of untold millions, while in others it has in- 
cited strife and hatred that nothing could appease. 
There is nothing ‘ blessed” about such a con- 
temptible fraud and imposition, about such a horrid, 
unreasonable, and repulsiv religion. It is an 
abomination pure and simple, and deserves nothing 
but the contempt and execration of all mankind. 
If there is anything that would bestow incalculable 
benefit upon the world, it is the destruction and 
total annihilation of this hell-fire and damnation 
doctrin known as Christianity; and if such per- 
sistent and perpetual efforts were not everywhere 
made to force it into the minds of babes and chil- 
dren, it would not be long dying; for developed 
reason and mature judgment reject it as ancient 
mythology is rejected. Christianity cannot survive 
long when it is not taught to children, and- the 
Catholic and .Protestant church both know it; so 
they work to enslave the young and manufacture 
mental slaves, who, being told the exercise of reason 
is a Christian crime, seldom dare to think their way 
out of bondage. 

It is said by some that the hell-fire doctrin is not 
much taught in these days, and “ the love of Jesus” 
is the harp with a single string on which the 
preachers play; but with few exceptions this is not 
true, and hell-fire is just as much a stock in trade 
as it ever was. Language has been modified, how- 
ever (barring the back towns), so it does not grate 
so harshly on the nerves; but when told to “ flee 
from the wrath to come” and “be saved through 
the Lord Jesus Christ,” it means to dodge the 
same old hell that Calvin and Jonathan Edwards 
shook the people over. Without this hell there is 
nothing to be saved from, and Jesus ceases to be a 
savior ; 80 while Christianity exists the whole stock 
in trade must remain intact, or the system will 
inevitably perish by passing into Universalism, 
thence through Unitarianism to complete Infidelity. 
Christian salvation can hav but one meaning—sal- 
vation from hell-fire and damnation—and when the 
_ clergy become sufficiently humanized to reject hell- 
- fire they really hav no further business with the 
religion of Jesus. The preacher who dethroned 
Mrs. Wilbur’s reason and wrecked the domestic 
happiness of that family was a true Christian; and 
those who want the Simon-pure article must listen 
to just such hell-ranters as he; for hell is a fact if 
Christianity is true, so nothing can be more im- 
portant than to make it generally known; there- 
fore, gentlemen with the black coats, giv the people 
hell until the insane asylums are full, or reason 18 
so shocked by such horrid teachings that it rises 
in open rebellion, and common sense £0 spreads 


. 


that your salary no longer materializes, which 

would produce one certain result--no more preach- 

ing. Speed that happy day, and let the human 

mind be freed from priestcraft. C. SEVERANCE. 
Los Angeles, Cal., March 5, 1893. 


Don’t Be a Hypocrit. 


Let us all strive to be what we seem to be, and 
seem to be what we are; but always for truth, 
justice, and right, that the world may be a better 
place to liv in, and life worth living. l 


There is so much of false pretense, 
So hollow, so deceiving, 

We need a life’s experience. 
To learn the art of living 

Among the various faiths and creeds 
That seek our acceptation, 

His creed is best whose daily deeds 

N Merit our approbation. 

Priestcraft from time immemorial hes sought to 
control the thoughts and actions of mankind, as- 
suming to do so for the benefit of humanity in this 
life and the life to come. But as a class the clergy 
are not, and never hav been, more exempt from 
the faults and foibles common to humanity than 
men of other professions. 

By assuming that they derive information and 
authority from a supernatural and higher power 
than those in other professions, they hav obtained 
a stronger hold on the credulity of the people, and 
are enabled to mold them to their wish and will, 
for their own personal aggrandizement, that they 
may liv and fatten on the labor of those who in 
the various occupations of productiv industry 
“hav to earn before they eat,” thus filching from 
honest toil a subsistence that they are not entitled 


to, because they assume to teach mysterious un- | 


known and unknowable things that neither they 
nor others can learn. 

Webster says a hypocrit is one who feigns to be 
other and better than he really is; one who as- 
sumes an appearance of piety and virtue, ete. 
The word hypocrit is synonymous with dissembler, 
deceiver, pretender, and cheat. 

In the remote past, on account of the ignorance 
of the people generally, and at present, the credu- 
lous and uneducated are held in subjection by the 
priesthood, not only on matters pertaining to relig- 
ion, but on all things pertaining to beliefs, political, 
social; and acts in the business of every-day life. 
But at present, in our nation especially, the grow- 
ing intelligence of the masses givs them the 
stamina and independence that enable them in a 
measure to unbind the chains and throw off the 
yoke with which the clergy hav so long held them 
in bondage. 

Now the current of educated popular opinion is 
so strong that the clergy are unable to stem the 
tide in many things, and are trying to trim their 
sails tothe popular breeze. Oldand well-established 
doctrins and dogmas are in peril, and how 
to revise the Bible and the oldtime creeds is a 
problem that is hard to solve. In proof of this, 
witness the present trials of Rev.’s Briggs and 
Smith for heresy.. The old Calvinistic doctiin of 
election, predestination, foreordination, and dam- 
nation, so sound and popular from fifty to one 
hundred years ago, has lost its prestige, the current 
of popular opinion is opposed to it, and what to do 
is a problem that even the wiles of priestcraft can 
not solve. The old Calvini:tic doctrin is in the 
Bibie, sound and solid, and will not down, for it is 
the chief corner-stone of the Book. 

All the hypocrisy, dissembling, and cunning 
wiles so familiar to the clergy will not blot it out, 
and it looks as though the infallible Bible inspira- 
tion of that book is doomed. 

No important matter in modern times illustrates 
the hypocrisy and deceit so prevalent better than the 
course pursued to secure the closing of the World's 
Fair on Sunday. This emanates from and is en- 
gineered mostly by Christians, who claim to be 
more truthful, moral, and just than others, and 
assume to be teachers in that line that hand out 
and pats around models and patterns which all 
good people should follow in order that our nation 
may be exalted above others and our people set an 
example of wisdom and goodness. 

This practice of deceit and untruthfulness is the 
legitimate result of the teachings of St. Paul, the 
most learned and eloquent of Bible writers, who 
said: “If the truth has more abounded through my 
lie, then why am I adjudged a sinner?” and also, 
« Being crafty, I caught you with guile.” 

As a legitimate result of such teachings we need 
not wonder at the course pursued to induce Con- 
gress to close the Fair on Sunday. It is said on 
good authority that those Christian organizations 
hav sent petitions to Congress from several states 
containing more names than the whole number of 
inhabitants in those states according to the census 


of 1890. And this is only one of many dishonorable 
ways resorted to by those self-righteous people. 

The prevailing tendency of this inconsistent, un- 
manly, and wrong manner of controling important 
public events is plainly illustrated in passing the 
act, at the last session of Congress, appropriating 
$2,500,000 for the World’s Fair, with the proviso 
that it be closed on Sunday. When the bill was 
returned from the Senate to the House containing 
the amendment and proviso and the vote taken on 
its passage, more than one-third of the whole num- 
ber of members composing that body were either 
paired or absent, thus practically dodging the ques- 
tion. It is seldom that we find a more plain and 
practical illustration of the fear of Mrs. Grundy. 
An important election was then pending and many 
members feared to put themselvs on record, as 
they hoped to be again elected and they did not 
dare to commit themselvs by voting. 

All just and Liberal-minded people should favor 
free speech, free press, and free Sunday, as a holi- 
day on which all may be free to go to church or seek 
rest and recreation in any lawful, moral way they 
choose. 

This may be the last I shall send you. A desire 
that it may be so will sometimes come tome. I- 
hav been an invalid shut in nearly twenty-two 
years. Sight is failing—one eye is gone, the other 
dim—but I cannot help thinking, and here you hav 
a few thoughts, with a hope that they may be a 
little help in freeing the world from the bondage of 
priestcraft. Converse CLOSE. 

Grattan, Mich. 


Shall We Become the Guardians of the Czar? 


The following resolutions were unanimously 
adopted at a large meeting of the Manhattan Lib- 
eral Club, of New York city, at its weekly meeting, 
at No. 220 East 15th street, on Friday evening, 
March 3, 1893, and a committee was appointed to 
further the object stated in them: 


Resolved, That we learn with great surprise that a 
treaty has been negotiated and ratified between the 
officials of the United States and the czar of Russia, 
without the knowledge or consent of our people, containing 
a provision for the extradition of persons charged with 
attempts against the life of the czar or members of the 
imperial family; and that such treaty is now awaiting 
signature and delivery by our president. 

Resolved, That we most earnestly protest against this 
treaty, or any treaty, containing any clause for the 
extradition of any person for any such, or for any offense 
which may be in any way of a political character. That 
the offenses referred to are in Russia inevitably 
political offenses, inasmuch as the czar and the imperial 
family exist there on’y as political rulers and despots, 
and are not citizens or individuals in any usual or proper 
sense of the words. That we, therefore, declare the 
mutuality of this clanse of that treaty which associates 
our president with the czar as needing similar extradi- 
tion protection, as an insult te the free people of America, 
and their freely elected executiv, who is not, in fact or 
theory, a despot or & tyrant, but the highest servant of 
the people, thoroughly responsible to them during and at 
the close of his short term of office. 

Ltesolved, That we hav no confidence in the justice, 
reliability, or good faith of charges of this or of any nature 
made by the police or spies of the Russian czar, and we 
earnestly protest against any person being dragged from 
American soil upon any charges or pretenses whatsoever 
from that source until & full trial or examination has been 
had before a competent American tribunal and jury. 

Resolved, That we teel personally humiliated by this 
treaty, for it makes every American citizen the guardian 
of the safety of the despots of Europe against the 
righteous indignation of the people longing and strug- 
gling for freedom. We insist, therefore, that our president 
shall withhold hi8 signature from this or avy treaty that 
could in any way be used for the repression, or giv, or 
be used to giv, that belief to peoples aspiring for liberty 
in any part of the world. 


——— 


In various parts of the globe peoples are con- 
tinually being discovered who hav no Christianity, 
or often no religion at all, and who at the same time 
possess morality in a degree far above Christian 
nations. Such a people are the Eskimo, as described 
by a member of the late Greenland expeditions : 
« All the time aboard the ship they were smiling and 
laughing. These people hav never had any Chris- 
tian texchings, and almost the only white men they 
ever see ars the whalers. Yet they are scrupulously 
and perfectly honest. In trucking or trading with 
them members of the expedition passed around 
among them needles, knives, and many articles as 
precious to them as diamonds to an American. 
Everything was returned.” 


-_—_ 


Lectures and Meetings. 
S. P. Purnam’s lecture appointments : 


Montreal, April 2, 9; Harwich, Mass., April 13 
Osterville, Mass., ‘* 11 | Worcester, ‘‘ ie 16 
Cotuit, se ef 12; Cincinnati, Ill., ‘e 23 
Joun R. CHARLESWORTB’S lecture appointments are: 
Trinidad, Col. Mar. 30,31 | Denver, Col. April 8, 9 
ace: April i, 2 Boulder, ee ee 1012 
Canon City, ‘*  “ 5, 6! Ellsworth, Kan. ‘* 18-20 


202 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, APRIL 1, 1898. 


I did not attempt to reply to Mr. 
Thorne (see. Tox TRUTH SEEKER, Sept. 
17, 1892, and Jan. 21, 1893) to 
my learning, 
Hebrew plural noun, Elohim, was trans- 
lated into the English singular noun God, 
instead of Gods, and that the plural 
English pronouns, us and our, were used 
instead of the singular, which caused the 
confusion of which Mr. Thorne com- 
plained; and further to show that the 
whole Bible was not translated any more 
correctly. 

I know I did it in a very bungling way, 
for I am a distressed invalid, but did I 
not make out my case when I said ‘‘If the 
first verse of the Bible was translated 
correctly, it would read ‘In the beginning 
the Gods created the heaven and the 
earth;’?” and ‘‘this one God talking to 
himself, should hav said ‘ Z will make man 
in my image,’ ete., ete. 2” 

Anyway, it called out Mr. Barry’s 
elaborate explanation (and we are prom- 
ised more), so some good was done, after 
all, by the poor, sick OLD Woman. 


betters of Friends. 


Encouraging Peck to Persecute God. 

Exurra, N. Y., March 7, 1893. 
Mr. Eprrorn: I hav waited for last 
week’s Trura SErgER somewhat impa- 
tiently since you previously announced 
John Peck’s ‘What I Know About God.” 
The paper reached here last Sunday, and 
I must confess ‘‘ What I Know About 
God” is a ‘‘corker.”” I hav just written 

Mr. Peck my praises. Yours always, 
L. De Wirt Griswo.p. 


A Recruit Drummed Up. 


Sr. Tuomas, OnT., March 13, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: You will find inclosed $3 
for my subscription for Tae TRUTH 
SEEKER for 1898, and one subscriber on 
trial for three months, with every pros- 
pect to be continued. I am trying to do 
the best I can to circulate your paper, but 
it is uphill work. However, I will keep on 
trying with hopes of success. 

We take great delight in Tae TRUTH 
SEEKER and admire the writings of Inger- 
soll and Peck and especially Heston’s pict- 
ures. 

Wishing you success in your good work, 
T remain, Yours truly, 

MALCOLM McGrecor. 


Join the Secular Church of Humanity, 
Liberty, Education, and Prosperity. 
PORTLAND, ORE., March 14, E.m. 298. 
Mr. Eprror: We hav the pleasure of 

having lectures delivered here by Mrs. 

Katie Kehm Smith at the Secular church, 

northwest corner of Second and Salmon 

streets (upstairs); the first lecture de- 
livered on Thomas Paine’s birthday, 29th 


Praise for Heston and Ingersoll. 


Grant Crry, Mo., March 12, 1893. 
Mr. Epor: Within find draft for $6, 


display 
but to show that the 


foolishness.” These are the identical 
phrases he used. I was surprised when I 
saw the first copy of the ‘‘Age of Reason,” 
it was so small. Iread it through in two 
evenings. I wondered how the little work 
could hav caused so much controversy. 
Yet it is the case. Is it poison? Yes, to 
orthodoxy, miracles, witchcraft, revela- 
tions, and inspirations. To the creeds of 
Calvin it is as leprosy. But to reason, 
justice, and mental liberty it is the great 
physician. 

Thav no doubt but that he spoke his 
honest conviction when he uttered the 
above about music. 

A mind filled with the thoughts of a 
literal hell, and the weeping and gnash- 
ing of teeth, could not be expected to 
grasp anything more, aspiring than the 
orthodox ‘‘Old Hundred.” I would 
rather hear one inch of ‘‘ Ta-ra-ra-boom- 
ter-ay ” than four miles of ‘‘ Al] hail the 
power of Jesus’s name.” 

Freethinkers are not very plentiful here, 
the majority being of the indifferent type, 
and caring more for the dollar than they 
do for the cause of education. 

The cartoon representing the theolog- 
ical extension was excellent. 

You may look for some new subscribers 
from me in the near future. ‘‘ Let the 
light shine.” E. L. Davipson. 


A Typical Time-Servinz Politician Dis- 
sected. 
New CAMBRIA, Kan., Feb. 20, 293. 


ing of you only what is fair. It does not 
ask of you to leave your party, but it asks 
of you to sit down on a man in your party, - 
or out, that infringes on your rights or the 
Constitution. And you hav plenty of 
precedents to be guarded on ‘this point. 
“We should take alarm at the least en- 
croachments upon our liberties.” ‘‘ Eter- 
nal vigilance is the price of liberty.” 

Such arguments as Mr. Davis has used 
may deceive the unthinking, but they can 
not be made in good faith by intelligent. 
men. Now, Liberals, you hav it in your 
power to make these men honest by swing- 
ing from one party to another and defeat- 
ing the man that does you an act of in- 
justice by the least encroachment upon 
your liberties. If you cannot do this you 
had better go ever to the orthodox party 
where you belong. Of course. it is best to 
make a firm resolve while no campaign is 
on, if you are going to act on the former 
plan or on the principles of the American 
Federation, because the party whip will 
be brought into requisition and it will take 
more than an average man to withstand 
its pressure—which is nothing more than 
appealing to the lowest and basest passions, 
such as hatred, prejudice, and animosity. 
Now, if we will, we can hold the balance 
of power in almcst all legislativ districts, 
either state or national. If you cannot do 
this, how much less orthodox are you than 
the Christian on things that are your 
hobbies? But if you can, it will giv us an 
immense advantage on account of our 


which please credit on my subscription 
and oblige one who has passed the three- 
score line, but whose heart loves the 
many truths advanced by the many good 
writers of Tax Trora Serxer. I derive 
more satisfaction from reading your 


day of January, this year; every Sunday |. 


since, and will be every Sunday, com- 
mencing at 7:45 P. M., to come this spring 
and next summer, I hope. It stirs the 
people up here. Christians come some- 
times to this church, but they are sur- 


Fair, as shown in his article in the issue of 


Mr. Eprror: I find that the Hon. John 
Davis has set up many false premises and 
made many unjust claims for the position 
he has taken in regard to the World’s 


Liberal and pliable tendency, and our 
being an unknown quantity givs us another 
immense advantage. Jonn W. ABBOTT. 


Thinks Woman an Excelling Sex; and 


Tae TRUTH SEEKFR of February 11th as 


valuable paper than any other paper I 
take. I enjoy the picture scenes of Hes- 
ton’s and think he portrays more forcibly 
than anyone could describe. Every pict- 
ure drawn seems to me a good lesson for 
thoughtful persons to weigh—and if they 
do so withoutprejudice, they will certainly 
admit the truths he so comically sets forth. 
Tam also a great admircr of Colonel In- 
gersoll and love his style. A noble man 
who stands aloft and dares to do right 
though the world seems set against him. 

Long may he liv to edify and teach erring 


prised by hearing a genuin good Liberal 
speech from a lady which no preacher can 
answer by argument. One fanatic once 
tried to defend Christianity, but he made 
afool of himself, because he showed by 
his quotations out of the Bible different 
from Mrs. Smith’s that there are contra- 
dictions in the holy book. I was aston- 
ished. I hope the big army of unbeliev- 
ers will not attend the orthodox churches 
any more, but join the Secular church of 
humanity, Liberty, education, prosperity 
for all. If every person has a chance to 


humanity. B. PRUGE. make a good, honest, comfortable living, 
P.S.—Open the World’s Fair on Sun- | then we shall hav a good time; then the 
day. B. P. people can enjoy life. We want a reform, 


and I think this America is the best place 
to start a rich country. A united brother- 
,hood. No more war. No more preachers 
with their Gods and superstition to rule 
the people. We must not rest till the 
people on the whole earth are one united 
brotherhood. 

I will try my best to get subscribers. I 
will try my best and do all I can for you. 
Please send THE TRUTH SEEKER to the 
person whose address I append. I think 
he will subscribe soon when he has money. 
If you hav some TRUTH SEEKERS to spare, 
please send some more, if old ones. 

W. WEDEKEN, 


A Christian Scapegrace. 
En Monter, Car., March 11, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: Mr. Charlesworth, the boy 
Infidel, has shaken old orthodoxy until its 
most ardent supporters are slinking into 
the background, and when they return 
will take better ground for their assertions. 

I hay to announce the death of Mr. A. 
©. Yeary, a pioneer both in California and 
in Liberalism. Of the latter he was an 
ardent supporter. He fearlessly met his 
death, knowing the world was better for 
his life having been spent usefully instead 
of worshiping vanishing superstition. 

Mr. Charlesworth met a champion of 
the Bible, who after the lecture attempted 
to defend the holy word of God. The man 
is a representativ Christian, who beats 
his wife and children (he wore a beautiful 
pair of black eyes he had received as a 
prize for beating one of his daughters un- 
mercifully the day before Brother Charles- 
worth’s arrival), and speaks every time 
oceasion offers in the church, and is known 
by all to cheat everyone when he can. 
After his making some assertions, Mr. 

-Charlesworth offered him $50 to bring 
proof, which he could not, and the audience 
cheered him off the platform. He exposed 
his mental caliber as a parting shot: “I 
am not ashamed to read any part of the 
Bibleto my family.” The Liberals join in 
Hurrah for the boy Infidel! 

Witt H. BAKER. 


‘6 Ta-ra-ra-boom-ter-ay ° Better Than 

‘6 Hail the Power of Jesus’s Name.” 

OsweEGo, ORE., Feb, 22, 1893. 

MrR. Eprror: The Methodist church of 
this town has just closed a series of revival 
meetings, and fortunately no one was 
regenerated. The sky-pilot who con- 
ducted the would-be revival was one of 
the old ‘‘orthodox hell-fire, believe-or- 
be-damned” species. I would like to 
giv an account of it in detail, but space 
forbids. 

In the first place, he told his audience, 
which consisted chiefly of the members 
of the church, to pray for the sinners that 
were away from Christ. Three times 
every night for nine nights he told the 
Lord with a loud voice what to do. But 
the Lord heeded not. Surely his ears are 
defectiv, or too far away, or he thought 
he knew without being told what to do. 

Among the amusing remarks were 
these: ‘‘ There is good and bad literature. 
There’s the ‘ Pilgrim’s Progress,’ which 
fills the soul and body with life; and 
there’s Tom Paine’s ‘Age of Reason,’ 
which poisons the soul, and yet, strange to 
say, it is being circulated all over the 


That “God” and ** Gods”? Contradiction. 
_ Barre, Mass., Feb. 18, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: Thanks to D. P. Barry for 
coming to my rescue in Tue TRUTH 
SEEKER of February 18th. But I was 
“ greatly amused” by his mistake at the 
outset, for Ella E. Gibson is no ‘‘little 
heroin,” but a woman five feet nine 
inches in hight, in the seventy-second 
year of her age, forty of these years hav- 
ing been spent in an anti-biblical discus- 
sion on the platform and with her pen, 


case.” But the following is a corker: 


Jesus in it. 


sent in by me. 
I cannot imagin how he could get so many 
illogical and untenable statements into so 
small a space—unless on the ground that 
he is an ex-editor—as he has done. 
so it requires considerable reviewing, 
study, and space to answer all he has said. 
Mr. Davis says, ‘ʻI claim that the rights 
of labor and the laboring people must be 
considered and granted.” 
tion arises, How much has Mr. Davis done 
to get ‘‘the right of labor ” ‘‘ considered 
and granted?” 
emphatically says their rights ‘‘must be 
considered and granted,’ 
at all. He voted for the closing of the 
World’s Fair willfully and unconditionally. 
Does not such a course smack of hypoc- 
risy and dishonesty; and that, too, viewed 
from his own premises; when he never 
lifted as much as his little finger in op- 
position to it, as the records will show? 
What was to hinder him from offering an 
amendment to the bill embodying his 
views, and if his amendment was not ac- 
cepted would it not hav been his duty to 
-oppose the original bill, when he says 


sidered and granted?” 
terminedly, but acts right to the reverse. 


ber that would be in favor of repealing 
the Sherman act in regard to the purchas- 


world, and surely this should not be the. 


“There is no true music unless there’s 
All other is mere bosh and | 


_ It is so dense and compact 


And 


Now, the ques- 


Notwithstanding that he 


* simply nothing 


“the rights of labor” ‘‘must be con- 
He talks very de- 


O consistency, thou art a jewel! 
Mr. Davis is no doubt one of the num- 


ing of silver if they would substitute the 
free and unlimited coinage of silver on 
a certain basis to gold, but would he 
vote for repeal without some such pro- 
vision? Nay, not much. Then we find 
him more determined in the latter case 
than the former, while he could not hav 
said anything near as pointed in the last 
case as in the first, and so we are forced 
to conclude that he has nothing to offer 
the laborer, and that large and ‘‘so intelli- 
gent” class, but flattery, taffy, and hypoc- 
risy. By their acts ye shall know them. 
Mr. Davis, after giving us his plan, 
closes by saying, ‘‘In my opinion, thisis the 
more Liberal and the better policy;” 
while I say, ‘‘ Honesty is the best policy,” 
which of course ivcludes impartiality and 
justice, which coincide with the Constitu- 
tion; but you will find legislators will be 
partial to the strongest organization, the 
Constitution to the contrary notwithstand- 
ing, as long as it means popularity and 
more votes. And if Liberals would act on 
the principle that the name implies, viz., 
persons without prejudice, why, you 
could make honest men out of our legis- 
lators. .And you hav the weapon right at 
hand—the Freethought Federation of 
America, an organization that asks noth- 


Thinks the World Growing Better. 

Antrim, N. H., March 5, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: I hav been reading 
Brother Paine’s writings, and while read- 
ing of course I took into consideration 
many things that in my opinion should be 
seriously considered by everyone, and 
weighed in the scales of reason and com- 
mon sense. Now, why does Mr. Paine 
speak of God as ‘‘he?” I will tell you 
what I think is the reason. It is because 
they all want to make out that man isa 
great thing in the creation, and of course 
God must be of a male nature in order to 
perform such a great work as making a 
world. But if man would only let woman 
hav as good a chance as he enjoys him- 

self she would far excel him every time. 
Now, as to the creation, if there ever 
was a first beginning it was on the Dar- 
winian theory—as far as I can learn from 
hearsay about his works, as I myself hav 
not ever read any of them. But as far as 
my experience and observation go, I hav 
come to the conclusion that when this 
world was first started the. people were, 
like the brute, mighty slim things, but 
hav been improving ever ‘since. The 
products in the arts of every imaginable 
kind on this earth to-day are no more like 
the thivgs of past ages than chalk is like 
cheese. And now if you will only take 
the whole matter into consideration, you 
will see at once that while mankind hav 
been improving on things that they hav 
to use something has been improving on 
man, for better or worse, as the case may 
be, for mankind are more cunning to-day 
by far than they were four thousand years 
ago. For you will readily see, if you but 
stop to think, that every age produces its 
big men and women; Voltaire and Paine, 
with athousand of others equally as smart, 
were produced years ago, and as time 
rolls on the same process is producing the 
same kind over and over again, only 
making an improvement at every genera- 
tion. I consider Brother Ingersoll one of 
our smartest men at the present time; I 


also consider and think that at some 


future time there will bè men and women 
produced that will be smart enough to 
place before -their fellow-beings’ such 
truth that all of such a class as there is on 
the globe at the present time calling them-’ 
selvs divines will be then considered as 
they should be, the scum of the earth, and 
not worthy of the notice of anyone in re- 
gard to their teachings, 

And now in conclusion I will say that I 
hav thought for many years that, while 
the old fools, as you might call. them, are 
fast passing from this world and more. 
schoolhouses are being built “and ‘the. 


NAT, y 
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rising generation are becoming more wise 
and thoughtful, yet in all this you must 
take into consideration that this same old 
devil, the Church, is raising his head at 
the same time, For friends in his house 
he has hypocrits of the worst kind, and 
their actions show them to be the chil- 
dren of what they themselvs call the 
devil. . 

And last, if you would win woman over 
to the truth, just lay the facts before her 
eyes and when she is given a chance with 
men giv her the praise that rightfully be- 
longs to her and then she will appreciate 
it, and all of the slick devils on the earth 
cannot get her into their coils and de- 
stroy her life and happiness. 

Yours truly, H. B. RALEIGH. 


‘Rejected Communication. 


New Orreans, La , Feb. 25, 1898. 

Mr. Eprror: A few days ago I sent the 
following communication to the daily 
Picayune, this city: 

PNEUMATIO TUBE MAIL TRANSIT, 
New Ortvwans, La., Jan. 20, 1898. 

Editor ‘‘ Vox Populi,” Daily Pica- 
yune.: In your edition. of Sunday, the 
19th inst., is given an account of the suc- 
cessful trial with the pneumatic tube at 
the Philadelphia post-office some time last 
week. The first package, it states, sent 
by Postmaster-General Wanamaker, was 
a Bible, wrapped up in an American flag, 
and a message which read: ‘First use 
of the first pneumatic postal-tube in thè 
United States is to send through it a copy 
of the holy scripture, the greatest message 
ever given to the world.” 

Iam at loss to understand Mr. Wana- 
maker. I cannot understand, even, why 
the Bible is allowed to pass through the 
United States mails at all, as there is a 
law prohibiting the mailing of any im- 
moral and indecent literature—and who is 
better aware of that than Wanamaker, 
Comstock, etc.? Iam satisfied that any 
fair-minded and liberal person, who reads 
the Bible without prejudice, will agree 
with me not only that it contains more 
indecent, immoral, and inhumane litera- 
ture than probably any other book ever 
written, but that it is a most blasphemous 
book and a downright insult to a wise and 
just God—if there be one at all. The 
Bible, no. doubt, contains some good 
reading-matter, but what is that in com- 
parison to the bulky columns which are 
unfit to be read and unworthy of publica- 
tion, the teaching of which is demoralizing 
to our rising generation? And until it has 
been purged of all its immoral and in- 
decent contents it should not be allowed 
to pass through the mails, but should be 
dealt with according to law as all other 
literature of a similar character. 

Furthermore, does not Postmaster- 
General Wanamaker’s action make him 
appear as favoring a union of state and 
church? Should it ever come that far, 
then good-bye Free Republic. The 
“Land of the Free” would be a thing of 
the past. The faithful and over-pious 
will then not be satisfied with such out- 
rageous persecutions as are of late being 
practiced again in Tennessee, where, 
owing to a‘ difference of belief, some 
Christians are persecuting others, causing 
them to be sentenced to work in chains as 
common criminals on the public highways, 
but they will soon revive the practice of 
religious persecution of the Dark Ages, 
when thumbscrew, rack, and stake were the 
methods and tools of reform and persua- 
sion. Therefore, ye servants of the peo- 
ple— . 

Be not led into temptation, 
But save us from such combination. 
ERWIN AUFFURTH. 

Same correspondence being rejected, I 

sent the following reply: . 


New Orvrans, La., Feb. 28, 1893. 

Editor “Vox Populi,” Daily Pica- 
yune, Dear Sir: I beg leave to acknowl- 
edge receipt of my communication, with- 
out giving any cause of rejecting same. 
As I was of the opinion tlfat the columns 
of Vou Populi were open to. éveryone’s 
views, the correspondents being respon- 
sible for their own opinion, thus freeing 
the editor from all blame, I entertained 
hopes of your being kind and liberal 
enough to grant me the same privilege, 
but regret having been mistaken. As 
already stated, my correspondence was 
returned without giving the cause of its 
rejection; but the old saying is, “No 
answer is also an answer,” in consequence 


of which I conclude your answer to be, | 


that you admit the truth of my state- 
ment, but that even though you may your- 
self hav outgrown more or less the doctrins 
of these superstitious creeds, you do not 
wish to publish anything so contrary to 


the views of the great majority of your 


patrons. But it is a consolation to know, 
that among those who hav passed from 
theology to reason and from blood-stained 
Christianity to hnmanity, we find some of 
the most intelligent and. enlightened 


journalists and editors, whose columns are 
open to everyone’s views and opinions, be 
he Jew, Christian, Infidel, or what not, 
for the purpose of discussing, investigat- 
ing, searching for truth, etc., ete., in 
order to enlighten and better the condi- 
tions of mankind. And to one of these 
journals I shall send my correspondence, 
rejected by you, and mail you a copy 
when published. 


dom and the emancipation of the human 
mind from the thralldom of superstition, 


Description ‘of Savannah ; and Some Sen- 


signally failed to frighten and intimidate, 


This weeding-patch sentence reminds 
me of ‘‘slavery days.” An old darkey 
on the place was hoeing his potatoes (sweet 
potatoes) on Sunday. When asked why 
he was working on ‘‘ the Lord’s day,” he 
replied, ‘‘ Got no udder time to work him, 
boss.” ‘‘Ob, well,” was the rejoinder, 
**you could find some other time to work 
your potatoes. Trust in providence for 
atime.” At thisthe old man straightened 
up, and looking his. Christian friend 
square in the eye, replied, ‘‘ Why, boss, 
you tell me ’bout trus’ in providens ! 
Providens is de laziest nigger on de place 
—he won’t work he own patch.” And that 
is just what is the case with the Christians 
of to-day. They preach providence, and 
then pray for the good moral law to take 
his place. ‘‘We cannot enforce our Sab- 
bath without your moral aid. We hav 
neither brain- nor muscle-food in our 
churches to offer the enlightened of to-day. 
We can offer them only spiritual bless- 
ings.” Well, when the Christians them- 
selvs deny the spiritual existence any- 
where outside the Bible, the man of 
modern mind begins to think for himself, 
and finally comes to the belief that happi- 
ness is the only good. And he seeks 
happiness in all the walks of life. He 
finds happiness most in making others 
happy. He turns the holy day into a 
holiday; he takes his friends, his wife and 
children, and they go out for a change of 
scenery, to listen to the birds, to gather 
the sweet flowers, and to view nature in 
all its wonderful beauties. There is no 
superstition in the woods. There is no 
day half so good asa happy day. Truth 
lurks in every blossom. Happiness walks 
hand in hand with knowledge, and he is 


Very respectfully yours for mental free- 


ERWIN AUFFURTH, 


timents on Providence, and on Holy 
Days vs. Holidays. 


SavawnaH, Qa., March 5, 1893. 

Mr. Epor: I want to tell you what 
sort of a town Savannahis, Last Wednes- 
day and Thursday nights Mr. Putnam 
was with us. He gave us two good lect- 
ures— Wednesday night, ‘‘ The Bible and 
Modern Thought,” and on Thursday 
night ‘‘The American Republic—Its Perils 
and Its Principles.” Those who heard 
him—or-a great portion of them—were 
délighted. He told them a great number 
of truths which they did not know, and 
confirmed a great deal in their minds 
which they were constrained to believe 
from observation and hearsay. Still the 
enthusiasm was not forthcoming, nor 
fifth coming; in fact, it did not seem to 
hit any number with any sort of a driving’ 
lick. The wedge, you might say, is only 
started. But I believe that by constant 
hammering the petrified idea that ‘all 
is well” can be cracked sufficiently to 
enter the wedge of thought, and when 
that is accomplished you can safely rely 
on old Savannah for a good and sub- 
stantial following. For it is a fact that 
Savannah never does things by halves, to be 
candid and honest with you. This city, of 
all the cities that I hav visited and of which 
Iam fully acquainted, stands at the head 
of the list as ‘‘non-sensational.” Why, 
even Sam Jones, Sam Small, the Rev. 
Dr. Pearson, and the great Munhall, all 


feeble way to raise the clod of sordid su- 


mortal. SAVANNAH. 


A Waggish Tale. 
. CHRYSTOVAL, ARIZ., Feb. 22, 1893. 


enthuse or exasperate this staid and 
sturdy old City by the Sea. They came, 
they saw, but they failed to conquer. 
They preached and they prayed, as long 
as they staid, and when they were paid— 
they departed, ‘‘and they never came 
back,” with Bible or tract, to giv us a 
whack, since they started. So you see 
it is not to be wondered at that Mr. Put- 
nam was not more enthusiastically re- 
ceived. But we hold to the old axiom 
that ‘‘a poor beginning makes a good 
ending;” and adding to this the fact that 
the people of Savannah are just a little bit 
more humane and generous than the same 
number of people in any other spot on 
the globe, we feel satisfied, even encour- 
aged, to work quietly on; go to church, 
when it is best, and let the good Christian 
people see and know that we are not vile, 
dangerous, nor even aggressiv in our de- 
portment, however much in our zeal. 
And I must say that I often see things to 
condemn in the would-be Liberal ranks. 
So many seem to lose sight of the fact 
that they were once Christian believers, 
and it is much harder for one to disbelieve 
than to accept the Christian faith, since 
we hav all been taught these simple ideas, 
even from the cradle. I cannot forget 
how hard it was for me to disbelieve in 
the real necessity and existence of a God. 
I was many years arriving at present con- 
clusions. And even now, if the Christians 
were content with their creed, ‘‘only to 
believe and be saved,” I tell you candidly 
I would never pen these lines of attack on 
their ‘‘happy religion.” But when I see, 
as I most certainly do, the.cunning and 
combined efforts of their most aggressiv 
skill aimed at, not my own, but the 
liberty of posterity, I cannot and will not 
keep silent. 

They tell us that God is love; that the 


religion of Christ is all that is needed to 5 lim?” 
ape > Mr. Pixley nodded, and with his pious 
civilize and enlighten AG yorld; Rin ee elbow on the bar, Mr. McCue gave the 
it is that I ask, ‘‘ Why do you invoke the | following narrativ: | 
moral law to aid you in chaining the mind | ‘Pix and I hav adjoining ranches up at 
and muscle of a fellow-being?” The | Corte Madera. The railroad track divides 
moral law is fully able to stand alone, but ’em. His is on the hill and mine’s on the 
it has never been allowed to walk out by flat below. | vou Kriow ow ve grangers 
. That is just what I want to see. I were suffering for the want of rain a few 
itself. at 1s Jus! "| weeks ago. Well, Archbishop Riordan, 
want the constitutional moral law to untie | who’sa friend of industry and wants to 
from the apron-string of religion, and go j see the state developed, issued orders to 
out and weed its own patch. the clergy of his diocese to remind provi- 


you think best. 


subscription, to say nothing of the valu- 
able reading matter. 

I inclose you an amusing account of the 
alleged conversion to Catholicism of that 
fearless denouncer of ‘‘ the pope and the 
pope’s Irish,” Frank Pixley, editor of the 
Argonaut. It is worth reading if you 
hav time, as the miracle leading up to the 
conversion is of the usual stereotyped 
sort. O. F. THORNTON. 

SATURDAY NIGHT. 

tt Oh, to Tophet with the pope!” 

This exclamation was made by one of a 
group of men standing and talking on the 
corner of California and Montgomery 
streets yesterday afternoon. 

A portly gentleman with gray side- 
whiskers,. an aquilin nose, and a piercing 
eye who was passing, stopped instantly 
and said sternly: 

**How dare you, sir, speak thus of his 
holiness the supreme pontiff? Are you 
not afraid that the heavens will open and 
consuming fire descend upon you for such 
blasphemy ? It is infamous that such 
language should be used upon the streets 
of a civilized, a Christian city!” 

The speaker was Frank M. Pixley, editor 
of the Argonaut. . 

“ You are astonished, gentlemen,” said 
Mr. James McCue, ex-candidate for Con- 
gress, who was by the shocked journalist's 
side, ‘‘to hear my friend Pixley lift his 
voice in bebalf of the pope. He’s been 
converted, and henceforward is a child of 
light. Already a bill is on the way to 
Sacramento authorizing him to change his 
name to Phelim O’Pixley.” 

‘Tis a marvelous change!” cried the 
rebuked one. 

** Marvelous? Miraculous,” replied Mr. 
McCue, ‘‘and I’m happy to say that I was 
the humble instrument in the hands of 
providence by which the great change was 
wrought. Let’s go into Collins’s and hay 
a drink, and I’ll tell the whole wondrous 
story. You'll stand the drinks for the 
glory of God, won’t you, Phelim?” 


blind indeed who will not try in some 


perstition from the brain of his fellow- 


Mr. Enprtor: Inclosed find $5 to pay 
my subscription for one year, Use the 
balance for the cause of truth in any way 


Your cartoons are worth more than the 


dence of its duty and pray for rain. Thé 
prayers were said, but somehow the rain 
didn’t come. I’ve been in politics long 
enough to know that if you want influence 
you can’t get it for nothing; so a week 
ago Tuesday I harnessed up my old roan 
mare, hitched her to my blue wagon, and 
started round among the ranches and 
spoke my little piece. SaysI to’m, If you 
wantrain, why, dern you, show it. There’s 
Father Largan down at San Rafael, who 
has the pull, and we’ve got to make it an . 
object for him to exert it. You can’t ex- 
pect a man to go on praying night and day 
at a time like this, just to oblige a lot of 
fellows who hav neither piety nor appreci- 
ation. Make a contribution, and I’ll take 
down a wagonload:of stuff to the padre, 
and if he don’t fetch rain in forty-eight 
hours, why we'll report him to the arch- | 
bishop and scratch his ticket henceforward 
and join the Methodists in a body. 


‘The business took. Murphy gave me 


three sacks of potatoes. Hoolahan chucked 
in a ham and a box of honey, Ryan 
chipped a quarter of beef, Malloy threw 
on a sheep and a bushel of onions. By 


the time I got round to Pixley here, the 


blue wagon was full and running over. I 


didn’t want truck from him but coin. I 
spoke my piece, and asked him for $40. 


He refused.” 


‘ Yes, God forgiv me,” murmured Mr, 
Pixley, crossing himself, though rather 
awkwardly. 

“He not only refused,” continued Mr. 
McCue, ‘‘but he was guilty of sacrilege. 
He called me a blanked fool, and asked if 
I thought he was idiot enough to giv $40 
to the Romish church, whose superstitions 
and mummeries—those were his words— 
he hated. ‘Do you suppose,’ he said, 
‘that any sensible man believes in the 
efficacy of prayer for rain? Do you think 
that God can be induced to change his 
mind atthe solicitation of priests. Youcan 
bet, Jim, that if the almighty has planned 
to dry us out this year he won't alter his 
resolution to oblige Father Largan, or 
even Archbishop Riordan.’ That’s what 
he said; didn’t you, Phelim?” 

“Yes; may the saints pardon me,” as- 
sented Mr, Pixley, humbly. 

‘*Well, boys, 1 dumped the load on 
Father Largan, and told him to sail in and 
squeeze the clouds. To spur him up, I 
reported what Pixley had said, and I could 
see the fire flash from bis reverence’s eyes. 
It made him roll up his spiritual sleeves 
and spit on his spiritual hands like, which 
was just what I wanted. 

‘That same night, about 11 o'clock, I 
woke up and knew that I had done the 
business. The water was just pouring 
down and dancing on the roof. £ rolled 
over with a chuckle and fell asleep again. 
About 8 a.m. I was awakened by a terrible 
hammering on my door. Up I jumped 
and flung it open. There stood Pixley, 
pale as a ghost, and wet to the skin, 

‘«* Jim,’ he gasps—I giv you my word, 
gentlemen, I never saw a worse scared 
man—‘ Jim,’ says Pixley, ‘let me in, I beg 
of you—let me in under a Christian roof. 
Oh, will you? 

‘**Why, hell, of course I will,’ says I; 
‘but what’s the matter?’ 

‘**The matter,’ says he, ‘the matter, 
McCue?’ and he drags me over to the west 
window. ‘Just look out there, McCue, 
and see for yourself.’ 

‘*Gentlemen,” said Mr. McCue, lifting 
his hat and placing his hand upon his 
breast, ‘‘I giv you my word as a Christian 
man that my heart stood still as I stared 
out of that window. The rain was pour- 
ing down on my ranch, Hoolahan’s to the 
south was drenched, Ryan’s to the north 
was deluged, and Molloy’s to the east was 
running like a river. But Pixley’s was 
dry asa bone. While everybody around 
him was getting soaked, nary a drop had 
fallen on his ranch. More’n that, there 
was an opening in the clouds overhead 
showing the clear blue sky, and the edges 
of that opening followed exactly the 
boundaries of Pixley’s property. It was 
the most awful, the goosefleshiest thing I 
ever beheld in my life. 

*** Pixley,’ says I, in a hoarse whisper, 
‘get down on your knees and pray.’ 

“< All right,’ says he, ‘but before I do 
I wish you'd take this and giv it to that 
godly man, Father Largan, at your 
earliest convenience,’ and he handed me 
two twenties. 

“ After we’d prayed, we drove into San 
Rafael, and when we rattled up to Father 
Largan’s door there was his reverence 
waiting for us, and when he caught sight 
of Phelim here there was a twinkle in his 
eye and a grin on his sacred countenance 
that was excusable under the circum- 
stances. We fixed things with the padre, 
and that night the opening in the clouds 
was closed, and Pixley got his rain like 
the rest of us. Now, gentlemen, push 

our glasses over to the barkeeper and 
av another round with me.” 

“No; with me,” cried Mr. Pixley, 
firmly; and as the liquor was served he 
laid his hat on the bar and said solemnly: 

‘*Gentlemen, a toast: I offer you The . 
Pope. And,” he added, after a slight 
struggle, ‘‘the Pope’s Irish.” z 
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Children’s Corner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wixon, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communica- 
tions for this Corner should be sent. 


“ Between the dark and the daylight. 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day’s occupations 
That is known as the Children’s Hour.” 


March. 


Oh, March is a tricky fellow— 
A tricky, troublesome sprite; 
He will be as mild as a lamb by day 
And fierce as a lion at night. 
He rushes about with a clatter and bang 
And makes the echoes ring, 
And lays his mouth to the doors of the flowers 
And roars, “* Come out! 1am Spring!” 


But the flowers, they know better; 
They smile and wink in the dark, 

And nndge each other and whisper low: 

“ He is trying to cheat us. Hark! 

How he shakes the ground w:th his heavy tread 
And croaks as he tries to sing. 

We know better, don’t we, dears, 
The voice of the real spring? 

‘ We know April’s luing music, 

Mild as the wood-dove’s catches, 

And the sound of her dainty finger-tips 
Fumbling upon our latches. 

And May—the dear, delicious May— 

` When we hear her laughter, 

Quickly we jump and out we troop 

In gay procession atter. 
* But this obstrererous fellow, 

This noisy, mischievous thing, 

Need not think he is going to take us in 
By leaving his card as ‘Spring.’ 

Lie down again, violets, darlings, 
And crocuses, you keep quiet; 

Spring may come with a s¢renade, 
But never with a riot.” 


—By Susan Coolidge in Boston Journal. 


Useful Hints. 


It is never wise to be too sanguin of 
success. The best endeavors sometimes 
fail of the mark. It is better to be 
thorough, though slow. 

Do not jump at conclusions. Seek evi- 
dence and weigh it well. Caution, if not 
excessiv, is always in order, : 

Be careful of your signature, how it is 
affixed to business documents. Read pa- 
pers carefully and thoroughly under- 
stand them, before signing. 

Make contracts in writing. See that 
they are duly attested, and that they cover 
allthe ground you desire. Unwitnessed 
verbal contracts will not stand in law. 

It is better to be honorable under all 
circumstances. A man whose word is as 
good as his bond is superior to a god 
who promises but does not fulfill. 

S. H. W. 


a 
A Query. 

The newspapers of this city say that it is 
very probable that the king-boy of Spain, 
Don Alphonse (which means the son of 
the Bear), will probably be the personage 
who by touching an electric button in con- 
nection with the transatlantic cable and the 
World’s Fair, will put in motion all the 
machinery on the 1st of May next. 

Now, Miss Wixon, would it not be bet- 
ter for Mr. Cleveland to let his little 
daughter Ruth do that ? 

King Alphonse, merely a boy, has al- 
ready caused the death of its nurse. I say 
Irs, because whether they are monarchs, 
kings, emperors, czars, or sharks, presi- 
dents, etc., when I know positivly that 
they were ferocious animals in their origin, 
but hav now the human shape, I cannot 
make use of the pronoun his. They con- 
tinue killing now the same victims of their 
previous lives. 

JOSEPH FELIX GONZALEZ. 

New York, March 18, 1893. 

[Yes, it would be very appropriate for 
our president’s little daughter to do that, 
and especially so as this is the Woman’s 
Era.—Ep. C. C.] 


<r .- 
Correspondence. 


Bronston, Ky., March 5, 1893. 

Drar Miss Wixon: This is my first 
letter, and, as ‘‘ brevity is the soul of wit,” 
I will be brief. 

I liv in a brick house near the Cumber- 
land river and in sight of the Cincinnati 
Southern railway. We hay a very fine 
view. I can stand in our door and see 
steamboats and trains passing at the same 
time. Iam very proud of my home. We 
hay rather a mild climate here, although 
December and January were very cold. 
The soil is very fertil, especially in the 


river bottoms. We hav plenty of beauti- 
ful flowers, such as grow in the South. 

I liked the letter written by J. E. Craft 
very much. I would like to know him per- 
sonally. 

Freethought is not spreading much in 
this neighborhood, but there are a few 
who are not afraid to think. May Tue 
TRUTH SEFKER ever prosperous be, and 
may Freethought spread over the land 
like a tidal wave. B. Brown, 


[An excellent letter.—Ep. C. C.] 


Broxston, Ky., Feb. 22, 1893. 
DEAR EDITOR AND Ferren: For fear you 
all will forget me I will write again, as it 
has been a long while since I wrote my 
first letter. And I like THe TRUTH 
SETKER and the Corner as well as ever. I 
hav four sisters, and we all get recitations 
out of THE TRUTH SEEKER, and our teach- 
ersand pupils all wonđer where we get 
such vice pieces. We liv on a high point 
on Cumberland river. We can see sev- 
eral miles, and for this reasen we hav 
named our place ‘‘Lorg View.” Success 

to THE TRUTA SEEKER and friends. 
MATTIE STIGALL. 


Deer Rivir, Conn., March 18, 1893. 

Dear Miss Wrxon: I thought I would 
write a few lines for the Children’s 
Corner, as I hay nothing to do at present. 

I am fifteen years old, and this is my 
first letter to the Corner. My father takes 
Tue TRUTH SEEKER and I enjoy reading 
it very much. 

The people in Deep River are almost all 
against this paper. They say there is no 
truth in it, but I tell them there is more 
truth in it thau in the Bible. People try 
to discourage my reading it, but I believe 
in it and always shall. 

Hoping to see this in print, I remain, 

Your true friend, 
Lorrie M. LEIGHTSINGER. 


[A brave little lady.—Ep. C. C.] 


Bsonston, Ky., Feb. 22, 1898. 

Dear FRIENDS or THE Corner: I will 
write my second letter to the Corner, as 
it has been so long since I wrote. 

We hav had one of the coldest winters 
we ever had—the river was frozen over 
and wagons and teams went across, Our 
school is out, but I am going this spring. 
I will send you my composition on fruit 


and if you can find space in the Corner |. 


you can print it. Our schoolteacher gave 
us a card when we stood head of the class 
five days. I got seventeen cards. 
I will close with my best wishes for the 
Corner. Your little Freethinker, 
GERTRUDE H. STIGALL. 


[The composition will be printed. —Ep. 
C. C.J 


Crooxston, Minn., Feb. 28, 1893. 

Dear Miss Wrxon: I will now take the 
pleasure of writing a letter to the Chil- 
dren’s Corner. My father has been taking 
Tse Truru Serer for three years and 
values it very highly. 

This is a tough winter; it storms most of 
the time, and not long ago a blizzard came 
along and fixed aminister in bad shape. 
He was going out in the country to tune 
up some church cranks, and he had to 
stay in an o'd shed all night without fire 
or food, as he couldn’t find people any- 
where. 

The Crookston Freethinker Lodge meets 
every Saturday night. 

When John R. Charlesworth was in 
Crookston he turned a lot of Christians 
into solid Freethinkers. 

People .will go to church one day and 
pray to God, making believe they are 
Christians, and next day gamble, get 
drunk, cheat, lie, and do many other bad 
things, women #8 well as men, especially 
the Catholics. Hoping to see it in print, 

Iam yours truly, . ©. C. Moons. 
BrnsaMin, Uran, Feb 27, 1898. 

Dear Miss Wrxow: I take pleasure in 
writing a few lines to you, hoping to find 
you well as this leaves me at present. I 
like to look at the paper. Igo to Sunday- 
school, but I do not believe what they 
teach. I go to Presbyterian school. 
The teacher is kind to her students. I 
like to go to school. I hav not been to 
school much this winter, for I hav been 
sick. I cannot go to school till it is finer 
weather. J want summer to come, for I 
like to work among the bees. I amin the 
Third Reader. I study reading, gram- 
mar, arithmetic, and geography. The 
teacher is a nice lady. She is very relig- 
ious, but she is a good teacher. I will 
tell you her name—Miss Alice M. Peck. 
I often look at the Bible Picture Book. I 
like to look at the pictures in the book. I 
will tell you my brothers’ and sisters’ 
names and ages: One is Thomas Hone, 
he is twenty-four; the other is Will Hone, 
he is eighteen; the other is Lawrence 
Hone, he is nine. Eliza Hone is twenty- 
five; Louie Hone, she is fifteen; Lilly 
Hone is thirteen; Rosella Hone, she is 
twelve the 4th of March. I like to read 
the Children’s Corner. Yours truly, 

ROSELLA HONE. 


SWEETLAND, Ia., Feb. 19, 1893. 

Drar Miss Wrxon: This is my first 
attempt to write for the Corner. am a 
girl nine years old. I go to school; I study 
reading. history, arithmetic, language, and 
geography. My father has taken THE 
Trura SEEKER for about thirteen years. 
I think the pictures are really comical. I 
read the Children’s Corner. I hav one 
brother and one sister. My brother is 
twenty-two years old, my sister is sixteen. 
I hay been to Sunday-schools of many 
different denominations, but the Unitarian 
suits me best. We attended Mr. Cope- 
land’s church and Sunday-school when we 
lived in Tacoma, Wash. Mrs. Copeland 
was my teacher. While there we heard 
Mr. C. B. Reynolds lecture. I love to see 
and hear him. Mr. Remsburg lectured 
there twice and he took tea with us once. 
I like to hear him also. I am afraid I 
will tire you, but I must tell you I hav 
* The Story Hour,” and know it almost by 
heart. I will close for this time. 

A. Prart Newman. 
[Write again, Pearl, and tell us about 


lovely Sweetland.—Ep. C. C.] 


Yorn, Nes., Feb. 28. 1893. 

Drar Miss Eprtor: This is the first 
time I hav ever written to the paper. My 
father takes the paper and takes very 
much interest init. He dropped it fora 
while, but he soon took it up again. He 
gets it of a newsdealer in our town. The 
town I liv in has nine churches. I 
went to hear an evangelist preach not 
long ago. I know he was not telling the 
truth all the time, because he said quite a 
number of things about Mr. Ingersoll I 
know were not true. 

Our superintendent comes in nearly 
every morning and uses up our time, that 
we ought to hav for study, in praying and 
having us repeat psalms. I and a friend 
of mine are about the only ones that do 
not help along. I was fourteen years old 
this month. I am next to the high school, 
and hay nine studies, which use all our 


time without the superintendent coming - 


in and using half of it for foolishness. If 
all the people would take THe TRUTH 
SEEKER and get some common sense, the 
world would grow better. 

From your friend, WALTER BAER. 


[Walter is quite right in his conclusions. 
—Ebp. C. 0.] 


MoMINNvILLE, ORE., March 6, 1893. 

Miss Susan H. Wixon AnD LITTLE COR- 
NER Frtienps: As this is such a lovely day 
I will endeavor to writo to the Corner 
again. We are having such nice warm 
weather, it is almost like summer, al- 
though there is considerable snow in 
places. Where the snow is gone the 
flowers and plants are all beginning to 
grow, the tiny blades of grass are creeping 
forth through the old dead grass and the 
warm ground. . 

Iam very glad that spring is coming, 
when we can go to school—gather the 
leaves and flowers for bouquets, and then 
hurry along to school, where we com- 
mence our day’s work of daily study. I 
like to study hard at schoo] and try to im- 
prove every minute, for the time to learn 
is Thie weare young. Don’t you think 
go ? 

Our school will commence the 8d of 
April, and our teacher’s name is Miss Ger- 
trude Pound. 

There has been church at the school- 


house two or three times lately, but I did. 


and read 


not go. Td rather stay at home 
lots more 


Tuz Trota Serxer—there’s 
benefit in it, I think. 

I used to go to church almost every 
Sunday, but I just went because the 
other young folks went! 

There are some people around here who 
are Freethinkers when they are with a 
Freethinker and Christians when they 
are with a Christian. I say, be one or the 
other. Some are afraid to say what they 
believe. I sm not, and never shall be. 

I will never belong to any church and 
be bound down by their false teachings. 
We hav lived here five years, and when 
we first came here the girls were nearly 
all religious, and now they hav all gone 
back on their religion and gone to danc- 
ing, and enjoy themselvs much better. 

hav never read the Bible any yet, 
but Iam going to read it through when 
I get time, not that I believe a word in 
it, for I think it is all false. 

I don’t believe there were ever many 
preachers but that would lie or steal if 
they should get a chance. There are some 
that I know of who would. I think by 
the help of Ingersoll, Heston, Remsburg, 
Putnam, Wettstein, Miss Wixon, and Miss 
Gardener and many others, we can make 
our mark in the world. 

We hav one of Miss Gardener’s books. 
It is ‘‘ Pulpit, Pew, and Cradle.” I think 
itis very nice. I hav been wanting to get 
some of your books for along time, but 
hav failed to get them. 

I also hav ‘‘Infidel Deathbeds,” by 
G. W. Foote. 

The Children’s Corner is improving all 
the time, and I hope it will grow into a 
young folk’s Liberal paper. 


There are some very nice letters in the 
Corner of late. 

I like George Remsburg’s letters very 
much, They are always interesting, also 
Ida A. Ballou’s. i 

We hav very large forests in the mount- 
ains. I will giv the names of some of the 
timber that grows in Oregon. 

The small trees are ash, alder, maple, 
willow, and white oak. 

The largest of the trees are the fir. 
There are cedar, yew, and hemlock. Those 
are all evergreen trees. 

We raise many kinds of fruit here, such 
as apples, pears, plums, pruues, apricots, 
and cherries, and many kinds of berries. 

There are the largest tame strawberries 
raised here I ever saw. 

There are many thousand bushels of 
wheat raised here in this Willamette val- 
ley. It is'one hundred miles long and 
sixty miles wide, and it is very levél. 
The Willamette river is the largest river 
in this valley. 

There are a great many China pheasants 
herein thesummertime. When the wheat 
is getting ripe yon can sometimes see a 
dozen China pheasants feeding their 
young ones. They are beautiful birds. 

I hope the gates of the World’s Fair 
will be left open on Sunday. Iam not 
going! Are you? 

In the issue of February 25th, the poem 
entitled ‘‘ Dare to be True” is very good. 
I wish I could write one as good. 

There are so many nice pieces of poetry 
in Taz Terura Seeker. I am taking 
the People’s Hume Journal. Th is a 
pretty good story paper. We still take 
your paper, and think it is grand. : 

I liv within eight miles of McMinnville. 
It is avery pretty town indeed, of one 
thousand inhabitants. Itbas four church- 
houses, and three schoolhouses, and three 
or four large dancing halls. I would 
rather go to a dance than to any church. 
All of my brothers and my sisters are 
dancers, and also myself. I would like to 
correspond with some of the boys and 
girls about my own age, which is fourteen. 

I think Alvin J. Tanner writes splendid 
letters. 

As my letter has grown rather lengthy, I - 
will close. Long may Tut TRUTH SEEKER 
wave o’er the land of the free and the 
homes of the brave. Hoping you will not 
throw this in the wastebasket, and washing 
you success in all your undertakings, 
remain, Yours sincerely, 

Lov Vina FARMER. 


[It must be a lovely country where Vina 
livs, and Vina is herself a lovely girl. 
About visiting the World’s Fair, we hav 
made no plans as yet.—Ep. C. C.] 
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Truth Seeker Library. 
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Issues oF 1891.— $38. 


1. Truth Seeker Annual, 1891.......esesesse so #0 25 


2. Men, Women, and Gods. Helen H. Gar- 
CONT ye ese esses es cclet tna nee done das giaendige 50 
3. The Age of Reason. Thomas Paine. N- 
lustrated....... ered oeeescecensectese set ses 25 
4, Answers to Christian Questions. D. M. 
Bennett a . 25 
5. Christian Absurdities. John Peck, © 20 
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8. Sabbath Breaking. John E. Remsburg... 25 
9. Travels in Faith from Tradition to Rea- 
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works will be published and sent to subscribers 
as they appear. | 
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IsGontroversy Dangerous? 


By W. F. JAMIESON. 

This little book goes d t z 
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Price, Mom á 
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REDUCTION IN PRICE OF A GREAT BOOK. 


With the eighth ed tion of 
Winwocd Reads's “ Martyr- 
dem of Man,’ the cost of 
i} prod.ction kas bern des- 
i jerned so that we can reduce 


ithe price from $175 to 


$1.00. 


The book has hada phenomenal sale for so heretical a work, second only to Helen Gardener's 


“Men, Women, and Gods,” and we give our readers the pecuniary benefit of it. T 


he 


“MARTYRDOM OF MAN” 


Is a very interestingly pictured synopsis of universal history. showing what the race has nudergone 


—its martyrdom—in its rise to its present piane. 


: c i 3 It shows how W 
sive factors in man’s struggie for Liberty, and the last chapter, 


ar ard Religion have been oppres- 
of some 150 pages, describes his 


intellectual st: uggle from the animal peiiod of the earth to the present, adding an outli_e of 
the author conccives would be a religion of reason and love. The chapters are: weal 


Egypt, Western Asia, the Persia..s, the Greeks, the Macedonians, Al i 
W A R , Phenicians, Carthage and Rome, Roman Africa, the Arabs. ene nS 


The Natural History of Religion. the Israelites, the Jews, the P 
RE LIGION e Character of Jesus, the Christians, Arabia, Mecca, Character of Maha 
med, Description of Africa. the Mohammedans in Central Africa. 
L B RTY Ancieut Europe, Invasion of the Germans, the Castle, the Town, the 
e Church, Venice, Arab Spaiu, the Portuguese, Discoverers, the Slave Trade, 
Abolition in Europe, Abolition in Ame.ica, Materials of Human History. 


INTELLECT. 


Price reduced from $1.75 to $1.00. 


Animal Period of the Earth, Origin of Man, and Early History, 
Summary of Universal History, The F 
Religion of Reason and Love. 


Address 


uiu”e of the Human Race, The 
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Good Books for Liberally In« 
clined People. 


The Last Tenet; Imposed upon the Khan 0. 
Tomathoz. By Hudor Genone, author 
of  Inquirendo Island.” Copiously illustrated 
With original drawings by Louis M. Glackens. 
12mo, 165 pages; cloth, $1.25; paper, 50c. 

Inquirendo Island. A novel. By Hudor 
Genone. 12mo, 853 pages; cloth, $1: paper, 
500. “This book is to me a delightful sur- 
prise. In my judgment it is a stronger piece of 

ction than Edward Bellamy’s ‘ Looking Back- 
ward,’ which at times it reminds one of. Itis a 
merciless exposure of Pharisaism and hypoc- 
risy, which is so prevalent in fashionable diris- 
tianity of to-day. It isa + Food book, and while 
it will offend many, should be read by all.”— 
[The Arena. . 

Lecture on the Bible. By Rev. Charles 
Voysey, pastor of the Theistic church of Lon- 
don, with a new introduction by Rev. Herbert 
Taft Root. Paper, 87 pages; 20c.. 

God in the Constitution. By Arthur B. 
Bradford. Paper, 18mo, 18 pag@; 10c. 

Evolution in its Relations to Evangelical 
Religion. By B. F. Underwood. Paper, 
24mo; 21 pages; 50. | 

The Change of Front of the Universe. 
By Minot J. Savage. Paper. 31 pages, 10c. 

A Study of Primitive Christianity. By 

Lewis G. Janes. Cloth, octavo, gilt op, uncut 

edges, 319 pages; $1.25. “Dr. Janes is evidently 

a thorough scholar, and one cannot fail to be 

impressed with the care, the honesty, the faith- 

fulness, the impartiality, the love of truth, the 
conservatism exhibited throughout this admi- 
rable volume.”—[Popular Science Monthly. 

What Can Ethi¢s Do For Us? By 
William Mackintire Salter. Paper, 12mo0, 32 
pages, 10c. 

Freedom of Thought and of Speech. By 

Paper, 12mo, 29 


William Mackintire Salter. 
pages, 10c. 


The Morals of Christ. A comparison 
with the contemporaneous systems of Mosaic, 
Pharisaic, and Greco-Roman ethics. By Austin 
Bierbower. Paper, 16mo, 200 Pa es, 50c.; cloth, 
$1. “Mr. Bierbower has carefully analyzed the 
old-world ethical systems, which chiefly con- 
cern the modern civilized world, and in this 
book he has so classified the elements revealed 
by that analysis as to give them a high scien- 
tific value. His book 1s almost as systematic as 
a treatise upon one of the exact sciences, and 
stands in fine contrast to the rambling, ethical 
discussion of which we hear so much and which 
eads us nowhere.”—[Chicago Daily News. 


Liberty and Life. Seventeen discourses 
on the applications of scientific truth to morals 
and religion. By Li. P. Powell. 12mo, 208gaces; 
cloth, $1; paper, 50c. “Strong, even™ bold, 
essays ou ethical and religious subjects. They 
are the work of a man of vigorous intellect, who 
has studied the doctrine of evolution long and 
carefully, and has not found it necessary to 
abandon all his old reverences. The discourses 
are full of interest to the casual reader by rea~ 
son of their fund of anecdote and biographical 
citation, and to the seeker for religious and 
moral truth they offer many helps.”—(Literary 


World. 
Evolution and Christianity, A Study. 


soun 
wide reading and in t 
one, is thoroughly interesting reading, and its 
presentation of the relation between evolution 
an Christianity includes much valuable 
thought.” —Buffalo Express. . 
Lessons From the World of Matter and 
the World of Man. By Theodore Parker. 
- Selected from notes of unpublished sermons by 
Rufus Leighton. 12mo, 430 pages; cloth, $1.25; 


paper, 50c. 
i Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


The Clerzyman’s Victims. 


A LIBERAL STORY. 
By Mers. E. J. BALL. Price, 25 cents. 


investigation. It is a helpful 


THE HOLY CROSS SERIES, 


The Popes and Their Doings. Biograph- 
ical sketches of the most noted of these vicars 
of Christ and vicegerents of God, showing what 
they have done, and what kind of men they were. 
It contains very plein statements,in very un- 
varnished language, and the unmasking is com- 

lete, proving them to have been cruel, in- 

riguing, and licentious men. Considering the 
rapid growth of Catholi ism in this country, 
this book cannot be too widely disseminated. 
Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 

The Mother of Harlots; a Synopsis of 
Popery, as It Was aud as It Is. By 
William Hogan, for twenty-five years a confess- 
ing priest. The object of this book is to expose 
popery, acquaint the people of the country with 

he dangerous machinations of the church in 
the United States, and warn them against giv- 
ing it any countenance or support. Price, pa- 
per, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


The Awful Disclosures of Maria Monk, 
as exhibited in a narrative of her sufferings dur- 
ing her residence of five years as a novice, and 
two years as_@ black nun, in the Hotel Dieu 
Nunnery, at Montreal. Perhaps not any anti- 
Catholic book published has created more ex- 
citement, and had such a circulation as this 
work. To counteract its effects the Catholics 
circulated a story that Maria Monk was ‘no 
better than she should be,” but investigation 
disclosed that her “‘ child of shame” was none 
other than the child of her priest-seducer. 
Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 

Auricular Confession and Popish Nun- 
neries. By Wm. Hogan, for twenty-five 
years a confessing priest. A revelation of the 
licentious practices of the priests and nuns in 
these religious brothels. There is no question 
that Ex-priest Hogan knew the truth of the 
tales of vice, seduction, andinfanticide he gives 
in this volume, and equally there is no qnestion 
that if the people generally knew of them, Ca- 
tholicism would not be given the vast amounts 
of money now allowed it by our various city 
governments. Price, paper, 50 cents, cloth, 75 


cents. 

The Priest in Absolution. A Review of 
the system of auricular confession, including 
copious extracts from the * Confessional Un- 
masked,” from, the “ Master Key to Popery,” 
etc. The work is a protest against and an appeal 
to every American citizen to examine carefully 

and thoughtfully a religious system so invasive 
of privacy, so powerful for evil in licentions 
hands, so fraught with danger to female mod- 
esty, to the ingenuous openness of youth, 
and to the freedom of thought, speech, and 
action. Price. paper, 25 cents. 


Priestly Celihacy Exposed. A lecture by 
the Rev. Geo. Townsend Fox, of Durham, Eng- 
land. Revised American edition, showing the 
result in parishes of the Roman decree that 
priests shall not mary. Price, paper, 15 cents. 


Sister Lucy and Her Awfal Disclosures 
Respecting New Hall Convent, Bore- 


ham, Essex, England, Showing that convents 
are inimical to chastity, virtue, and freedom. 


Price, r, 10 cents. 
rice, paper TAP TRUTH SEEKER CO, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York City. 


BIBLE MORALS. 


Twenty 
Sanctioned by Scripture. 


By J. E. Remussura. Price, 25 centa. 


Christianity a Fiction. 
Astronomical and Astrologic- 
al Origin of all Religions. 


By DR. J. H. MENDENHALL. . 


lanatory notes compiled and arranged by 
fin Ine Jonathan M. Roberts. Price, 50 cents. 


2 Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. - 


Crimes and Vices. 


Superstition in All Apes,|@0VERNMENT ANALYZED. 


By COL. JOHN R. RBLSO. 


Contents: Derivations and Definitions of 


BY JPAN MESLIBR, 
Political Terms; Various Forms of Government; 


A French rega ; ; 
< e General Principles of Government; Functions 


Catholic of Government: Origin of Goverament; Declara- 


Priest wh tion of Independence; Articles of Confederation; 
St, who Defects of the Confederation; Formation of the 
renounced É Constitution of the United States; Taxation; 
A ae dor Protection: War: Punishment; Mar- 
istiane É riage; Religion; Prohibition; Money; at a 
pain ai BA sy ison waisted 
7 ose who know Col. Kelso’s keeu analytical 
ftyand Ex power, as shown in his “ Bible Anaiyzed” and 
posed the “ Deity Analyzed,” will realize that in “ Govern- 
ment Analyzed” they will hav the bedrock of 
Faiseness human authority exposed, and will learn what 
that Ri government is. Whether they will agree with 
of that Re- his statement of what government is dep.nds 
ligion and upon whether they lean to Socialistic or Anarch- 
Ig an istic philosophy. But at all events everyone can 
the object learn something from this book. 

di Price, $150. Sold by THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
of the 28 Lafayette place, New York City. 
Pr este ` 
cer, 50 i 
cents; i 


Priest and Man. 
A NOVEL. 


By FREDERIKA MACDONALD, 
Author of the “Iliad of the East,” etc., eto. 


An independent and respectablo study.of char- 
acter in the law of circumstance such as ever 
George Eliot might not have been ashamed to 
own as her first novel... . more vigorous 
resentment of the mischievous nature of modern 
Christianity, in its most honest and consistent 
form, need not be desired.—_[Westminster Review. 


loth, $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY. 


COSMIAN HYMN-BOOK. 


A COLLECTION OF 


ORIGINAL AND SELECTED HYMNS 


; FOR 
Liberal and Bthical Societies, 
for Schools and 
the Home. 

—With Music Written to All the Songs. — 


Compruep py L. K. WASHBURN. 
Price, $1.40, For sale at THIS OFFICE. 


ivol., extra cloth, beveled, 12mo, 400 pp., $1.00. 
Address ‘THER TRUTH SERRER 


THE CASE AGAINST THE CHURCH. 
A SUMMARY OF 
ARGUMENTS AGAINST CHRISTIANITY. 
Price. cloth. 60 centa. 


BOOKS 


BY 


SALADIN 


¢W. STEWART ROSS), 


Editor of the 


“ONDON AGNOSTIO JOURNAL. 


GOD AND HIS BOOK: 


When he had read this book Colonel Ingersoll wrote to the author: “ You have earned the 


fal wh Uy think.” Itisa work of vast research, of sound criticism, of caustic 

anaa of iecgehamm. r vehemence, of scathing satire, of pathos and eloquence. Ït is one of 

the heaviest iconoclastic broadsides ever fired at the Jewish God and the Bible. 
Cloth, gold letters, $1.45. 


WOMAN: HER GLORY, HER SHAME, AND HER GOD 


Rev. Archdeacon Farrar said that “ Christianity elevated the woman; it shrouded 
as witha halo of sacred innocence the tender years of the child.” The object of Saladin’s work 
is to show the archdeacon Lis error, and he has succeeded. An English w:iter said of it: 
“This certainly is one of the most marvelous books, ever issued from the press. The authori- 
ties cited are unquestionable, and ihe result is convincing. 

In two volumes, cloth, g lt lettered, $2.50. 


DID JESUS RISE FROM THE DEAD? 

i _gu-rection is in this book carefully considered, and found want- 
ing. Poni NS conics Greer Christian of the untrutbfulness of this alleged miracle, for 
it is c.rtainly one of the best essays ever written on the subject. 

In paper, 25 cents. 


CHRISTIANITY AND THE SLAVE TRADE. 
i sati f the known facts upon this subject, proving that Christianity did not 
aboli ena this int ous traffic in human beings. To which are added such comments 
as only Saladin can make. In Paper, 80 cents. 


THE TRANSITION. 


i ion of ntagonism of the Bible and science, and of the question whether 
the woiea ue allegorical he ions of the Christian Bible can be interpreted by modern science. 
In paper, 20 cents. 


ROSES AND RUE. 


Being Random Notes and Sketches. 


< 
. ' 


fome of its sub; ects aro HA Last Tite view mith à 

G : Ess n Stirpiculture; Asceticism and Superstition; Capital Punishment; 
Manora n the Constitution; Bruno; Gods; Witchcraft, etc. This may be called Sala- 
din’s own book, for it is poetry in prose, and is one of the books that lovers of strong literature 
like to read again aud again. In cloth, gold- andsilver-lettered, $1.50. 


LAYS OF ROMANCE. 


This book reminds one of Sir Walter Scott, being romantic. historic verse, aglow in every 
page with the energy of a true and high poetic genius. 
Cloth, gold-lettered, 75 cents. 


ISAURE and OTHER POEMS. 


titl m is a story of intense passion. touchingly told. The other twenty, poems 
are Ho iragrant, thoughtful, and ever¥ verse reveals the thinker, observer, and reformer. 
Every nage glows with passion and throbs with life. 

Cloth, gold-lettered, 75 cents. 


A FEARFUL FLOGGING. 


By one who endured it. Based upon a manuscript in the possession of Baladin 
Tin paper, 10 cents. 


THE AGONIES OF HANGING. 


Studies in Psychology. By one who was cut down from the gallows. Printed from mantu- 
script in the hands of Saladin. In paper, 10 cents. 


WHIRLWIND SOWN and REAPED. , 


ical crime and villainy founded on fact. Of this book the Open Court 
said: Aine owed operon oig the same, or more, interest than Helen Gardener’s story, * Is 
This Your Son, My Lord?’” In paper, 25 cents. 


THE CONFESSIONAL. 


j that infamous religious rite. Conten) 
maree a OEA TORTE Seher of the Confessional; The Priest in Absolution; Confessions of 
the Escaped Nun; Extracts:from Dens and J.iguori; Examination of the Church’s Claim to 
have Kostered Learning; Her Atte pts at Continency even more Ruinous than Her Self- . 
Indulgence; The Relative Criminal Statistics of Catholicism and Protestantism. ‘ 
f paper, 25 cents. 
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Contenis: Licentiousness of the Prs- 


For all of these works sddress 
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Jew Publications. 


Unless otherwise specified, all publica" 
tions noticed here can be had of THE 
TRUTH SEEKER Company, at the price 
named. 


Taree Erisopes oF Massacausetts His- 
TORY: The Settlement of Boston Ray; 
The Antinomien Controversy; A Study 
of Church and Town Government. 
Charles Francis Adams. Boston and 
New York: Hovghton, Mifflin & Co. 
Two vols.; clo., gilt tops; pp. 1068; two 
maps. Price $4. 

The study of the early periods of this 
country’s life has alwavs been accounted 
instructiv. Consideration of such points 
as the extraction of our ancestral stock, 
their temperament and aims; the cireum- 
stances that attend the settling of a new 
country and the subdual of nature; the 
institutions planted, of which ours to-day 
are modifications, and many other such 
matters, throws useful light on the prob- 
lemsof the present—the questions of sociol- 
ogy in general. Indeed, the study of life 
in those earlv periods is not only inform- 
ing but fascinating. The struggle of our 
fathers with savage men and beasts wears 
the cheracter of romance, the deeper in- 
terest of which is rippled and enlivened 
with many a mirth-provoking incident of 
the superstitious folly which we are forced 
to admit went to the composition of those 
worthies’ mental make-up. 

The work now before us is quite as 
readable as any of its class. The name of 
the eminent author is a guarantee of liter- 
ary excellence of all needful varieties. 
His investigations hav been painstaking. 
His statements are accurate and his judg- 
ments well balanced. Hisstyleis easy and 
attractiv. 

The first part, ‘‘ The Settlement ‘of 
Boston Bay,” we will here pass over to 
notice matters more in the specific line of 
this paper. The history of the theological 
wranglings is profitably admonitory to us. 
_Of these disputes, so deplorably wasting 
time and effort, one of the most notorious 
was the Antinomian controversy. In the 
chapters narrating it, the author remarks 
that ‘‘ theological controversies are as a 
rule among the most barren of the many 
barren fields of historical research.” 
Among modern vriters the historian 
Hallam, Mr. Adams goes on to say, ‘‘ had 
to acquaint himself with it in at leasta 
general way; and even Hallam, who was 
not wont to flinch at an array of books 
and authors, was appalled, not more by 
the mass than by the aridity of those 
devoted to this particular branch of learn- 
ing.” So far, says Mr. Adams, as its 
substance is concerned, the literature of 
the great New England religious contro- 
versy of 1637 is as repellent and profitless 
as any that frightened the stout-hearted 
Hallam. ‘‘ Not only were the points in 
dispute obscure, but the disenssion was 
carried on in a jargon which has become 
unintelligible.” Let us here reflect that 
to be thus regarded as obscure or unin- 
telligible is the fate which in the next gen- 
eration must infallibly overtake those 
theological reasonings that in this age 
fill so mnch of our newspapers and maga- 
zines. Mr. Adams says thet the Anti- 
nomian controversy is ‘fone more 
example of that childish excitement over 
trifles by which communities everywhere 
and at all times are liable to be swept 
away from the moorings of common 
sense.” Let, then, this example of 
“ childish excitement over trifles” warn 
all excited over the theological questions 
of the present, which are just as truly 
“ trifies,” to hay an end to their misen- 
deavors and turn their energy in reward- 
ful directions. 

In pursuing the account of this Antino- 
mian dispute, Mr. Adams states that the 
people of Massachusetts existed under the 
rule of ‘fan organized and firmly rooted 
oligareby of thecerats.” For ‘‘the early 
Marsachusetts community was in its 
essence a religious organization. Church 
and state were one: and the church domi- 
nated the state. The franchise was an in- 
cident to church membership. The minis- 
ter—the ‘unworthy prophet of the Lord’ 
—was the head of the church.” The 
writer here dilates on that well-known 
fact thet the Protestant reformers are not 
deserving of the credit for instituting re- 
ligions liberty which they claim. for they 
aimed merely at supplanting the despotism 
of the pope by theirown. ‘‘The Reforma- 
tion of the previous century had resulted 
in practically substituting for a time many 
little popes and little bishops for the one 
pope and few great bishops. God’s 
word was beyond question, and it only 
remained to interpret it and declare its 
meaning in any given case; but the inter- 
preting and the declaring were the func- 
tion of the clergy.” Mr. Adams proceeds 
to set forth the sophistry by which these 
clergy defended their brazen assumption 
of this right of interpreting, ta the exclu- 
sion of the lay populace. ‘‘The casu- 
istry,” he says, ‘‘to which the early New 
England clergy gravely had recourse in 


By | 


defending the position thus assumed might 
hav moved the admiration of a Jesuit. 
When earnestly adjured by brethren, more 
liberal as well as more logical, not to make 
men hypocrits by compelling an outward 
conformity, thus practicing that in exile 
which they themselvs went into exile to 
escape—when thus adjured, they replied 


that they had fled from man’s inventions; 


but there was a wide difference between 
man’s inventions and God’s institutions, 
and they compelled a conformity only to 
the latter. The institution being of God, 
the sin was not in the magistrate who com- 
velled, but in his perverse will who stood 
in need of compulsion.” We promised 
onr readers some laughable features of 


| Puritanism, and certainly the above piece 


of parsonic reasoning will not in comic 
capabilities be challenged by anyone. We 
may add that to-day the clergy retain and 
employ the same piece of false ratiocina- 
tion; everywhere they absurdly pretend 
that the opponent of their institutions is 
an antagonist of God, instead of, as the 
fact really is, an antagonist of their opin- 
ions about God. The author notes: 
**Both priest and minister had recourse 
to civil persecution to compel religions 
conformity; and, while the fagots that 
consumed Servetus and Savonarola were 
not alike, they forever bear witness to a 
strong family resemblance between Rom- 
ish cowl and bands of Geneva.” It is de- 
elared: ‘‘ Except in certain small localities 
like Holland, or among a few most ad- 
vanced thinkers of the day, who, like 
Roger Williams, were looked up2n as 
visionaries, the conception of spiritual free- 
dom and religious toleration had no more 
footing in the mind of the seventeenth 
century than the idea of freedom in crime 
and immunitv from its legal penalties has 
now.” The Bible, ‘‘ when once construed 
and its meaning ascertained by competent 
and recognized authority, was held by 
common consent to be the rule in force. 
It only remained to compel obedience to 
it, just as now obedience is compelled to 
the criminal law. When, therefore, Cot- 
ton argued that, while it was wrong to 
persecute a man against conscience, no 
man’s conscience compelled him to reject 
the truth; and therefore to force the 
truth upon him could be no violation of 
conscience—when he argued in this way he 
uttered that which to us is foolishness. 
3 The fallacy which lurked between 
his premises and his conclusion did not 
suggest itself to him.” 

The superstition which prevailed ‘‘is to 
the modern mind well-nigh inconceivable. 
a Sleeping and waking, at bed and 
board, in the pulpit, in the field or at the 
work-bench, God and his providences, the 
devil and his snares, were ever present. 
Their direct interposition was seen in 
events the most trivial. Two un- 
fortunate men are drowned while raking 
for oysters; ‘it was an evident judgment 
of Godupon them, for they were wicked 
persons.’ The hand of God was also heavy 
upon those who spake ‘ill of this good 
land and the Lord’s people.’ . . . A 
poor barber, called hastily to perform a 
dentist’s office, and bewildered in a storm 
of snow between Boston and Roxbury, is 
found frozen to death; and presently it is 
remembered that he has been a theological 
adherent of Mrs. Hutchinson. A father, 
industrious or interested in his task, works 
one hour after Saturday’s sunset [into 
Sunday], and the next day his little child 
of five years is drowved; and he sees in 
his misfortune only ‘therighteous hand of 
God, for his profaning His holy day.’ 

‘ The scriptures, and the volumes of 
commentary upon them, were the sole 
literary nutriment.” 

Persecution over the religious questions 
soon began in earnest. A synod was 
organized, and it ‘‘ proceeded to throw out 
a sort of general drag-net designed to 
sweep np all conceivable heretical opin- 
ions. The work was thoroughly done, 
and soon there were spread upon the 
record no less than eighty-two ‘opinions, 
some blasphemous, others erroneous, and 
all unsafe,’ hesides rine ‘ unwholesome 
expressions.” These suspicious opinions 
were boiled down to three points, on 
which our historian says: ‘To appreciate 
the whole absurdity of the jargon, in 
which metaphysics lent confusion to the- 
ology, these must be stated in full: 

**¢1, That the new creature is not the 
person of a believer, but a body of saving 
graces in such a one; and that Christ, as a 
head, doth enliven or quicken, preserve 
or act the same, but Christ himself is no 
part of this new creature. 

‘<2, That though, in effectual calling 
(in which the answer of the soul is by ac- 
tiv faith, wrought at the same instant by 
the spirit), jastification and sanctification 
be all together in them; yet God doth not 
justify a man, before he be effectually 
called, and so a believer. 

“<3, That Christ and his benefits may 
be offered avd exhibited to a man under 
a covenant of works, but not in or by a 
covenant of works.’ 

“It is not easy to realize now that 
strong, matter-of-fact, reasoning men 
could ever hav been educated to the point 
of inflicting—and, what is far more curi- 


ous, of enduring—persecution, banish- 
ment and torture in the propagation or in 
the defense of such incomprehensible 
formulas.” 

Yet banishment and torture were there- 
for inflicted. Succeding chapters detail 
this, setting forth the lunatic notions, the 
perverted accusations, the unjust conduct 
of trials, the penalties inflicted—all the 
follies and wrongs that must appear in 
every instance when the clergy are be- 


lieved and deferred to and their teachings. 


practically observed. We reluctantly 
pass over this interesting matter. The 
next part into which the bork is cast is 
“ A Study of Church and Town Govern- 
ment.” The titles of its valuable 
chapters are: Old Braintree; The Brain- 
tree North Precinct Church; Land Titles 
and the Town Commons; The Highways; 
Dwellings and Modes of Life; Population 
and Wealth; Social Life; The Vicious, 
the Poor. and the Insane; The Meeting- 
house; The Church and Church Disci- 
plin; The Training-field and the School- 
house: Intemperance and Immorality; 
Health, Readivg, Diversions; ‘ Town- 
meetings; Colonial Wars and Town Con- 
tentions; The Revolutionary Epoch; Ex- 
haustion ; Recuperation ; The Era of 
Change; The Quincy School System; The 
Alien Infusion; The Rebellion; Town- 
Meetings Again; A Long Battle Won; 
“The King is Dead—Long Liv the 
King !” : 

We will award much commendation to 
a booklet by Geo. W. Brown. M.D., of 
Rockford, Ill. It is entitled, ‘‘The 
Teachings of Jesus Not Adapted to Mod- 
ern Civilization.” This is the main theme 
of the book; while incidental considera- 
tion is given to ‘‘The True Character of 
Mary Magdalene.” We believe that 
whoever wishes to introduce to a friend 
or a community some piercing truths on a 
matter which forms the chief support of 
the Christian religion, cannot do better 
than to buy and giv out a copy or copies 
of this work. It attacks and destroys, in 
language plain and apprehensible by all, 
the numerous claims for exalted merit 
in the character of Jesus Christ. The 
Jehovah of the Old Testament is to a con- 
siderable degree discredited in these days; 
his ignorance, geogenical, geographical, 
and historical, and his bad morals, having 
largely unstated him from his former 
deific throne in men’s minds; but Christ 
is still revered almost everywhere; and 
even those who doubt his divinity admire 
what they think his sublime moral char- 
acter and are loath to speak against him. 
Hence the opportuneness of this book, 
which says, for instance: ‘‘No more 
worthless character has ever been pre- 
sented for man’s contemplation than this 
ideal hero.” Ons point is: ‘‘All the 
good things ascribed to Jesus are as old as 
civilization, and can be traced back to 
times antedating the pretended birth of 
this Nazarene. Many of the best sayings 
ascribed to Jesus were the common pos- 
session of the East before his birth. 
There is not a single maxim, however 
sensible or silly, in the whole of Christ’s 
discourses that cannot be found in the 
writings of pagan moralists and poets, or 
Jewish doctors, who flourished before 
him.” The author quotes some valuable 
dicta from authorities. He cites Pro- 
fessor Foote as, saying, ‘‘The New 
Testament.is not history, but an arbitrary 
selection from a mass of early Christian 
tracts, of uncertain authorship, different 
dates, and various value.” On the utter- 
ance of Christ, ‘‘ Foxes hav holes, and the 
birds of the air hav nests; but the son of 
man hath not where to lay his head,” our 
eriticiser remarks: ‘‘How came the 
foxes to hav holes? Simply, they dug 
them. And the birds of the air, instead 
of flying over the country and telling how 
destitute they were, made themselvs nests. 
If Jesus had not taught to take no thought 
of the morrow; had not carried out his 
teachings in practice; but had gone to 
work like an industrious carpenter and 
made himself a house, he would hav had 
where to lay his head.” This highly use- 
ful work, which we think Freethinkers 
ean find pleasure in distributing, is neatly 
printed, bound in blue paper covers, and 
sells at 15 cents. è 

It is not often we care to call attention 
to business catalogs, ag such. They are 
generally dry, stiff, and technical affairs, 
and hav interest only for the trade. We 
make an exception, however, in favor of 
the beautiful catalog just received from 
the Foster Engineering Company, of New- 
ark, N. J. In its illustrations, press-work, 
and whole get-up it is a model and bears 
the imprint of a master hand. It is evi- 
dently the work of an adept in theart of 
putting things—of one who understands 
that good taste and the best rhetoric hav 
a place in business catalogs as well as in 
polite literature. When we look into it 
and see that Mr. I. N. Baker, formerly 
secretary to Col. Robert G. Ingersoll. is 
secretary and treasurer of this Foster Ean- 
gineering Company, we know who is re- 
sponsible for the catalog. We wish Mr. 


Baker the good fortune he deserves in hig ` 


new field. If we were in the line of buy- 
ing or using steam-pressure regulators 
for every-day purposes as we are in the 
business of regulating pressures on relig- 
ious and humanitarian questions, 
would certainly advise all our readers to 
send for this catalog. We are sorry to 
miss Mr. Baker in his old and happy rela- 
tion with Colonel Ingersoll, but as he has 
received an imperativ call to enter the 
business and manufacturing pulpit, we 
follow him with our best wishes. We 
know he will succeed, because there is no 
such word as cant in his catalog, or career. 

There may be some use in the volume 
written by Wm. H. Van Ornum and pub- 
lished by Charles H. Kerr & Co., Chicago. - 
The title of it is, ‘Why Government 
at All?” Itis described on the title-page 
as ‘*A Philosophical Examination of the 
Principles of Human Government, Involv- 
ing an Analysis of the Constituents of 
Society, and a Consideration of the Prin- 
ciples and Purposes of All Human Associa- 
tion.” It handles the Single Tax, Social- 
ism, Marx, Bellamy, Proudhon, Social 
Palliativs, Reform by Political Methods, 
The Motiv of Human Action, The Pur- 
pose and Condition of Society, Property, 
Liberty, Church and State, Government, 
Crime, Education, How Laws Are Made, 
Distribution of Wealth, The Remedy, The 
Woman Question, The Race Question, 
etc. Paper covers; 368 pages; price, 50 
cents — 

Mr. James Emerson, of Willimansett, 
Mass., has written and published a 
“ Treatis Relativ to the Testing of Water- 
wheels and Machinery, also of Inventions, 
Studies, and Experiments, with Suggestions 
from a Life’s Experience.” The mechan- 
ical matters treated we are not qualified 
to judge; but we know that the author’s 
face in the frontispiece is both shrewd and. 
kindly, and that the Antichristian pieces 
which he has interspersed between his 
main articles are truthful and useful. 
The book’s price is $1. 

Possibly profit may be had by glancing 
through ‘‘A Critical Essay in the Philos- 
ophy of History,” by Thos. Whittaker, 
B.A., of Exeter College, Oxford. The 
method of the author, however, involves 
continual reference to systems of philos- 
ophy and events of history with which 
everyone is not familiar; some persons 
would be better fitted with a simpler, a 
less technical and allusiv, treatis. Watts 
& Co., London, publish this 44-page pam- 
phlet at 25 cents. 

It is not easy, in the present state of 
our knowledge, to write anything illumi- 
nativ, anything satisfactory and approach- 
ing demonstrativness, on the sexual 
question. Wæ will leave it to readers to 
decide for themselvs {whether Lois Wais- 
brooker has done anything of this sort in 
“*The Occult Forces of Sex.” What may 
be the price of this'129-page paper-covered 


book we do not know. 
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ROBERT G. 
INGERSOLL’S 
WORKS. 
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Only Authorized Bditions. 


GODS AND OTHER LECTURES, ý 
omprising The Gods, Humboldt, Thomas Paine, ivi ity, i i 
Pape  gmpriting Mh p Go s as Paine, Individuality, Heretics and Heresies. 
GHOSTS AND OTHER LECTURES. S i 
neluding The Ghosts, Liberty of Man, Woman, and Child; T l i A - 
gce, About forming in Hlinois, Speech Nominating J ames, G, praep or Eran ee 
rant Banquet, A Tribute to Rev. Alex. Clarke, ‘ i 4 i r, 
and A Tribute to Ebon C. Ingersoll. Paper, 30.cents: cloth, SL Pise Botore Ae Rake a Dream, 

SOME MISTAKES OF MOSES. 

f ontents: Some Mistakes of Moses, Free Schools, The Politicians, an, Ti 
Peutateuch, Monday, Tuesday, Weduesday, Thursday, Hs Wade og gy re ae The 
day, Let us Make Man, Sunda, , Lhe Necessity fo: a Good Memory, fhe Garden, lhe ka 
Dampasss, Bacchus and Babel, faith in Filth, ‘The Hebrews, The Plagues, The Flight, Cont -: 


and Avoid, Inspired Slavery, Marriage, War, Religious Liberty, Conclusion. Paper, 50 cent 


cloth, $1. s 
INTERVIEWS ON TALMAGE. 


Being Six Interviews with tbe Famous Orator on Six Sermons by the Rev. T. DeWitt ‘Tal- 


mge, of Brooklyn, to which is added a 'T J : a5: 
alone? wil area: y » is added a Talmagian Catechism. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1.25; 


BLASPHEMY, 
cue Argument by R. G. Ingersoll in the Trial of C. B. Reynolds, at Morristown, N 


f O., J. This is 
reatest argument ever made in a case of this kind, and will be a model for the bar so long 

as the Christians use force to repress free speech. 
quencs never equaled in a trial for “ blasphemy.” 


t legal hee is unsurpassed, its elo- 
y: É erever Christian persecution is goi 
on this argument should be freel v circulated, read to the Christians, and. i on evers 
occasion, aper, 25 cents; cloth, 50 cents. 


expounded on every 
WHAT MUST WE DO TO. BE SAVED? 
nalyzes the so-called gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, t 
each to the Catholics, Episcopalians, Methodists Presbyterians, van reka PAA charter 
swers the question of the Christians as to what he proposes instead of Christianity—the rel:¢- 
ion of sword and flame. Paper, 25 cents. 
THE GREAT INGERSOLL CONTROVERSY. 
The famous Christmas Sermon by Colonel Ingersoll, the heated replies of the ministers, 
. and Colonel Ingersoll’s rejoinders to the same. Paper, 25 cents. 
THOMAS PAINE’S VINDICATION. 
A Reply to the New York Observer’s Attack upon the Author-hero of the Revolution, by 
R. G. Ingersoll. Paper, 15 cents. . 
LIMITATIONS OF TOLERATION. 
iscussion between R. G. Ingersoll, i . dert, K- 
Stewart Ly Woodford E Rd +. Toe rsoll, Hon. Frederick R. Coudert, and Ex-Governor 
ORTHODOXY. CIVIL RIGHTS SPEECH. 
A Lecture. Paper, 10 cents. Wita Speech of Hon. Frederick Douglass. Paper, 10 centa. 


En ET tO UE STE. wy cma Onsen» 
CRIMES a INET OREMINALS. o. vs. W. U. Tel. O., 1886 aper, 10 cents. 


Delivered Before the New York State Bar Association. Paper, 10 cents. 


LIFE. AProse-Poem. In color, on board, gilt edges, 9x 13 (for mantel, wall, or easel), 50 cents. 


LITHOGRAPH OF R. G. INGERSOLL. A LAY SERMON. 
22x 28 inches, heavy plate paper, 50 cents. On the Labor Question. Paper, 5 cents 


PHOTOGRAPH (CABINET) OF R. G. INGERSOLL, 50 cents. 
‘$ be “& COLONEL INGERSOLL, WITH BABY BROWN. 


(A home picture.) 50 ents. 
PHOTOGRAPH (PANEL), 18 x 24 inches, $5. (IMPERIAL), 7} x 18 inches, $1.50. 


STAGE AND THE: PULPIT, 
An Iuterview on their Comparativa Merits, and Opinions on the Trial of the Chicago 
Anarchists, the Catholic Church, etc. Paper, 3 cents. 


DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE, INGERSOLL ON McGLYNN. 


Centennial Oration. Paper, 6 cents. Paper, 3 cents. 


INGERSOLL CATECHISED. Paper, 3 cents. BIBLE IDOLATRY. 
THE TRUTH OF HISTORY. 


Comments on the assertion by an evangelist that Colonel Ingersoll had become a Christian, 
had aed that Thomas Paine recanted, and that his own children had joined the church 
aper, 3 cents. 


INGERSOLU’S ADDRESS BEFORE THE NEW YORK UNITARIAN CLUB. 
_ The lecture is n grand one, and was received by the club with continuous applause from 
beginning to end, which speaks well for the Unitarians. The pamphlet contains 12 pages, 
beautifully printed. Price, 6 cents; ten copies, 50 cents. 


MEMORIAL ORATION ON ROSCOE CONKLING. 


Delivered before the New York legislature May 9, 1888. Price, 75 cents. 


GOD IN THE CONSTITUTION. a 
One of the best papers Colonel Ingersoll ever wrote. In paper cover with likeness of 
author. Price, 10 cents. Twelve copies for $1. 


INGERSOLL’S GREAT ADDRESS ON THOMAS PAINE, 


At the Paine celebration in New York city in 1892. Price, 6 cents; ten copies for 50 cents. 


INGERSOLL’S LECTURES IN ONE VOLUME. | . 

CONTENTS.—The Gods; Humboldt; Individuality; Thomas Paine; Heretics and Here- 
sies; The Ghosts; The Liberty of Man ney | ; 
ration of Independence, July. 4, 1876; What IL Know About Farming in Illinois; Speech, 
cinnati in 1876, nominating James Q. Blaine for the Presidency; The Past Rises Before Me, 
or, Vision of War, an extract from a Speech made at the Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Renvion 
at Indianapolis, Ind., Sept. 21, 1876; A Tribute to Ebon C. Ingersoll; The Grant Benquet; 
Crimes Agaiust Criminals; Tribute to the Rev. Alexander Clarke; Soms Mistakes of Moses; 
What Must We Do to be Saved? Six Interviews with Robert G. Ingersoll on Six Sermons by 
the Rev. T. Da Witt Talmage, D.D.; to which is added a Talmagian Catechism, aud Four 

Prefacss, which contain some of Mr. Ingersoll’s wittiest and brightest sayings. 
This volume has ths greatest popularity, is beautifully bound in half calf or half morocco, 
mottled edges, 1,357 page3, good paper, large type, post 8vo. Prics, postpaid, $5 


LIBERTY IN LITERATURE. s 
Testimonial to Walt Whitman. ‘* Let us put wreaths on the brows of the living.” An Ad- 
dress delivered in Philadelphia, Oct. 2t, 1890, with portrait of Whitman. Containing also 
COLONEL INGERSOLDS ADDRESS AT SHE FUNERAL OF WALT WHIT. 
MAN, at Harleigh, Camden, N. J., March 30, 1892. Paper, 25 cents; cloth, 50 cents. 


PROSE-POEMS AND SELECTIONS. Ses = 
Fifth edition, enlarged and revised. A handsome quarto, containing 3:3 pages. This is. 
beyond question, the cheapest and most elegant volume in Liberal literature. {ts mechanica: 
finish is worthy of its iutrinsic excellence. No oxpensz has been spared to make it the thing of 
beauty jt is. The type is large and clear, the paper heavy, highly calendered, andrichly tinted, 
the presswork faultless, and the binding as perfect as the best materials and skill can make it. 
‘As to the contents, it is enough to say that they include all of the choicest utterances of 
the greatest writer on the topics treated that has ever lived. , ; 
Those who have not the good fortune to own all of Mr. Ingersoll’s published works, will 
have in this book of selections many bright samples of his lofty thought, his matchless elo- 
quence, his wonderful imagery, and his epigrammatic and poeticpower. The [rollectiou in- 
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Paper, 3 cents. 


Women, and Child; The Centennial Oration, or Docli- 
a5 Cin- 


“Tri 377 have become famous in literature—notably those to his brother 
ages all of the ed that have r, Conkling, Courtlandt M. Palmer, Mary Fiske, Elizur 


. O. Ingersoll, Lincoln, Grant, Beeche: Nove, Liberty, Att and Moralite, 


Wright: hi erless monographs on “The Vision of War,” ; y 
Beienca, Nature, Tho Imagination Decoration Day Oration, What is Poetry, Music of Wagner, 
Origin and Destiny, “Leaves of Grass,” and 02 the great heroes of inteliectual Liberty. Be- 
sides these are innumerable gems taken here and there from the orations, speeches; arguments, 
toasts, lectures, letters, interviews, aud day by day conversations cf the author 
The Look is designed for, and will be accepted by, admiring friends as a rare personal 

souvenir. To help it serve this purpose, a fine steel portrait, with autograph fac-simile, has 
been prepared especially tor it. Inthe more elegant styles of binding itis eminently suited 

f i mr for any Season or occasion. , g war 

ae prgnentatiop Poth coveled boards, gilt edges, $2.50; in half morocco, gilt edges, $5; in half 
calf, mottled ‘edges, library Ptyle, $4.50; in full Turkey morocco, gilt, exquisitely fine, $7.59; 
in full tree calf, highest possible finish, $9. i , e 
Any of the above sent to any gg! express, prepaid, or mail, post free, 


on receipt of price, Address THR TRUT SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Pl, cw York. 
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Being true accounts of thé passing away of the 
following persons, thus refuting the many Chris- 
tian slanders upon them and others: 

Lord Amberley, John Baskerville, Pierre Bayle, 
Jeremy, Bentham, Paul Bert, Lord Bolingbroke, 
Francois Broussais, Giordano Bruno, Henry 
Thomas Buckle, Lord Byron, Richard Carlisle, 
William Kingdon Clifford, Anacharsis Clootz, An- 
thony Collins, Auguste Comte, Condorcet, Robert 
Cooper, D'Alembert, Danton, Charles Darwin, 
Erasmus_ Darwin, Delambre, Denis Diderot, 
Etienne Dolet, George Eliot, Frederick the Great, 
Gambetta, Garibaldi, Isaac Gendre, Gibbon, 
Godwin, Goethe, Grote, Helvetius, Henry Heth- 
erington, Hobbes, Austin Holyoake, Victor Hugo, 
Hume, Littre. Harriet Martineau, Jean Meslier 
James Mill, Joan Stuart Mill, Mirabeau, Robert 
Owen, Thomas Paine, Courtlandt Palmer, Rabe- 
lais, Winwood Reade, Madame Rolard, George 


Sand, Schiller, Shelley, Spinoza, Strauss, John 
Toland, Vanini, Volney, Voltaire, James Watson, 
John Watts, Thomas Woolston. - 

Price. 25 cents. Address 


THE TRITH RERKER, 


IRON-CLAD AND MANNA SERIES. 


TRON-CLAD SFRIES. 


1 Atonement. Charles Bradlaugh............. 5 

2 Secutar Responsibility. G.J. Holyoake..... 5 

4 Influence of Christianity on Civilizatio . 
Under Wod. . xx dxesccia cd cctvengatcsesvwnse 


7 Buddhist Nihilism. Prof. Max Mueller.. 
8 Religioz of Inhumanity. F. Harrison 15 
19 Relation of Witchcraft to Religion. Lyall.. 10 
10 E pidemis Delusions. Marvin................ 10 
11 P ilosophy, of Spiritualism. Marvin........ 50 
12 Tyndall’s Belfast Inaugural, and Portra t.. 25 
13 Essays on Miracles. David Hume........... 10 
14 Land Question. Charles Bradleugh 
15 Were Adam and Eve Our Hirst Paren s? 
Charles Bradlaugh..............s.neeeenr ee 5 
16 Why Do Men Starve? Charles Bradlaugh.. 5 
18 A Plea for Atheism. Charles Bradlaugh .. 10 
19 Large or Small Familias? A. Holyoake...., 5 
20 buperstitio: Displayed, with a Letter 
William Pitt. Austin Holyoake._....... 
21 Defense of Secnlar Principles. C, Watts.... 
22 Ts the Bible Reliable? Charles Watts....... 
23 The Christian Deity. Charles Watts.. ..... 
24 Moral Value of th-Bible. Charles Watts.... 
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Charles Bradlauvh........ 

89 Labor’s Prayer. Charles Bradlaugh.. ...... 
40 voverty: Its Cause and Cure. M.G.H..... 10 
42 Science and Bible Antagonistir. C. Watts.. 10 
43 Christian Scheme of Redemption. C. Watts 5 
44 Logic of Death: or, Why Sh^uld the Atheist 5 
ear to Die? By G. J. Holyoake -+2- 10 

47 Poverty: Its Effects on the Politi-al Condi- 

tion of the People. Charles Bradlaugh.. 

MANNA SERIES, 


1 Original Manna for “ God’s Chosen.” ..... 
8 New Life of David. Charles Bradlaugh.... 
5 20, Questions Without Auswers....... wesine 
6 bialogue between a Christian Missionary 

and a Chinese Mandarın 


oake ...... 

9 New Life of Jonah. Chas. Bradlaugh. 
19 A Few Words about the Devil........ ‘ 
11 New Tife of Jacob............ccese ee eeee . 5 


17 Who Was Jesus Christ? ©. Bradlaugh 
18 What Did Jesus Teach? ©. Bradlauch... 


19 New Life of Abraham. Charles Bradlaugh. 5 
20 New Life of Moses. Charles Bradlaugh .... 5 
21 A Secular Prayer. Holyoake. Per doz..... 10 


On orders for Iron-Cladand Manna we will send 
$1.10 worth for $1; $2.50 worth for $2; $5 worth 
for $8, and $10 worth for $5. 


The Agnostic Annual 


~—FOR-— 


T 1 893- 


Edited by OHARLES A. WATTS. 
OONTENTS: : 

The Moral Sanction, Leslie Stephen; Reverent 
Agnosticism, Amos Waters; The Tother Nature: 
Gerald Massey; Dogmatism in Theol- 
ogy, Alfred Momerie; Sermons on the Mount, 
Samuel Laing; The City of the Dead, W. Stewart 
Ross (Saladin: On the Duty of Honesty, in Our 
Convictions, O. E. Plumptre; Scientific Religion, 
R. Bithell; The Blight of Su erstition, Charles 
Watts; Anthropology and Orthodoxy, Edward 
Clodd; The Disappearance of the Nether World, 
F. J. Gould; Religious Ideas: Their Origin and 


j Development, Frederick Millar; Signals with 


Mars: A Poem, G. H. Martin; Materialism and 
Idealism Harmonized, Lucian Armstrong. 


Price, 25 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 


A SHORT 


HISTORY OF THE BIBLE, 


BEING 
A Popular Account of the Formation and Development 
of the Canon. 


By BRONSON D. KEELER. 


CONTENTS: The Hebrew Canon. The New Tes- 
tament. -The Early Controversies. The Books at 
First Not Considered Inspired. Were the Fathers 
Competent? The Fathers Quoted as Scripture 
Books Which are Now Called Apocryphal. The 
Heretics. The Christian Canon. 

Pap3r, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


TREATED FREE 
Positively CURED with Vez- 
table Remedie~. Have cured 
many thousand cases called 
hopeless. From first dose 


symptoms rapidly disappear, and in ten days at Icast two-thirds 

all symptoms are removed, BOOK of testimonials of mi- 
raculous cures sent FREE. 10 DAYS TREATMENT FRFF by 
mail, Dr. H. H. GREEN & Sons, Spevialists, ATLANTA, GA. 


Colonel Kelso’s Works. 


Yhe Bible Analyzed. Cloth, octavo, 833 
pages, $3. 
Deity Analyzed. Cloth, 12mo, $1.00. 


“he Real Blasphemers. Paper, 12mo, 


i38 pages, 50c. 
Spiritualism Sustained. Cloth, 12mo, 
Ki 


%45 pages, $1. 
Universa Avafwardl. @1 


SCIENCE VS, RELIGION, 


OR, THE 
Conflict between “Reason and Superstition, 
By T. C. WIDDICOMBE, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


Price, 10 cents. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


THE SABBATH. 


By M. FARRINGTON, 
A Thorough Examination and Ref- 
utation of the Claims of the 
Sabbatarians. 
Price, - - - - - 


ENTS 


40 cents. 


OBTAINED, 
aa 
Terms Easy, 
Thirty-five years’ experience. Examinations and Re- 


ts free, Prompt attention, Send Drawing and de 
Parintian tal, Reacwn & Oo, Atty’s, Washington. D~ 


Do Your Own 


PRINTING.. 


Card Press $3. Size for cir- 

culars or small newspaper 

p |$22. Saves you money and 

makes mongy rinting for 

. Full printed in- 

Hlstructions. Send stamp for 

catalogue of presses, type, 

i a cards, etc., to the factory. 

KELSEY & CO., 


Meriden, Connecticut, 


rices, Views 


IBITIO 


THE NOTED SPECIALIST, 
For Men Only, 


Is a physician of a wide and extensive practice, 
and his remedies are, of the best. The Doctor 
treats all those peculiar diseases of young and 
middle-aged men, as the result of youthful errors 
and excesses, causing Early Decay, Loss of Man- 
hood, Wasting Discharges, Varicocele,, Mental 
and Physics Debility, Idiocy, Insanity, and 
eath. 

To those afflicted and who are desirous of being 
cured a booklet of some 88 pages will be sent to 
their address for ten cents, sealed in a plain 
envelope, giving causes and Symptoms of the 
Complaint and a description of the Doctor’s im- 
portant medical discovery -an Outward Applica- 

ion—a positive cure—the only remedy of the 
kind in existence—with evidences of success. 


Address, DR. R. P, FELLOWS, 
. , Vineland, N. J. 
And say you saw this advertisement in THE 
TRUTH SEEKER. 


Dr Fellows is an Infidel. 


To Requt«te the 
STOMACH, LIVES 
ano BOWELS, rane 


RiPANS TABULES, 


YT Sar TR, 
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JERRY SAYS HIS GOD 


O Lord, thou hast deceived me, and I was deceived: thou art stronger 
in derision daily, every one mocketh me.— Jer. xx, 7, 
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IS DECEITFUL AND STOUTER 


í, 


I i 


THAN HE IS. 
than I, and hast prevailed; I am 


HAND-BOOK 
EREETHOUCHT. 


By W. S. BELL. 


® 


Containing in condensed and systematized form a 
vast amount of evidence against the superstitious doc- 
trines of Christianity. As a book of reference and aid 
Rt to all truth seekers it is invaluable. Its classification 

A É ; of subjects makes it a hand-book. As Ingersoll said of 
Paine’s “Age of Reason,” it enables somebody in every village to “corner the parson.” I 


3 H 7 2 tO ts wide 
variety of subjects include all the disputed points between Çhristianity and Freethought. Price, 
$1.25- Address ~ HE TRUTH SEEKER. 


“A Digest of Science.” 


THE DYNAMIC THEORY OF LIFE AND MIND: 


An attempt to show that all Organic Beings are both Con- 
structed and Operated by the Dynamic Agencies 
of their respective Environments. 


Aan rR NR A, 


By JAMES B. ALEXANDER. 


Over 400 illustrations, 87 chapters, 1,067 pages, and a 3-column index cf 11 pages. 
l Price, express prepaid by us, only $2.75. 


This work endeavors to embrace the field covered by thousands of books, such as those of the 
“ Humboldt Library of Science,” the “ International Scientific Series,” etc., by bringing together, in 
simple and direct form, with proper correspondence between them, all of th8 known factors con-, 
tributing toward the origin and evolution of organic beings. 


Do you wish to de well informed? TREN READ A CHAPTER OR VERSE DAILY FROM THIS BIBLE OF 


: SCIENCE! 
It is entertaining as well as enlightening and will lead you to *t worth-ship ” (worship) nature 
—4. e., appreciate the wo: th of the Universal other. 


You must own this book some day: why not NOW? 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


WAS ABRAHAM LINCOLN 
A SPIRITUALIST? 


—OR— 


Curious Revelations From the 


Life of a Trance Medium. 
By MRS, NETTIE COLBURN MAYNARD. 


Together with Portraits, Letters, and Poems. Illus- 
trated with Engravings, and Frontispiece of Lincoln 
from Carpenter’s Portrait from life. Cloth, $1.50; 
paper, 75 cents. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER COO., 28 Lafayette place, N. Y. 


MEDICAL. 


If you need a medicine pay attention to some- 
thing which wil cure you. It is known as 


The Water of Life, 


and is adapted to curing, more especially, all 
forms of Stomach, Liver, Kidney, and Bladder 
troubles. By injecting this water it will heal all 
sorts of inflammations of theinternal organs,such 
cases as Piles, Typhoid and other fevers, Bowel 
diseases, Uterins and other forms of Female 
Complaints. Itisa Blood Purifier, and is an ex- 
celleut remedy for Catarrh and Lung and Throat 
inflammations. t will heal the nerves, restorin 
lost vigor of mind and body, creating & goo 
appet te and producing sonna- sleep: It acts 
steadily upon the urine, cleansing the blood by 
means of the kidneys, »nd acts mildly upon the 
bowels, thereby producing bodily habits which 
are so essential to good health. This 


Water of Life 


is sold absolutely pure, as it is pumped from 
the spring, without the addition of any drug 
whatever. Itis Nature's Remedy, pure and sim- 
ple, and nota manufactured article. The : uccess 
1t has achieved has come mostly from its friends 
who hav been cured, by using it. Send for a 
pamphlet: free, containing photo-engraved let- 
ters and recommendations from those who have 
used it, giving a forty-page history aud all par- 
ticulars about this remarkable water, to 


J. R. PERRY, Manager, 
34 South Main Street, Wilkeskarre, Pa. 


Catarrh Cured! 10 cts! 


Scientific, Safe, Simp'e, Sure, et 
ae Perfumed, Pleasant, Perfect Cure. 


CURE BEGINS AT ONCE, 
RELIEF IMMEDIATE. 


Inclose a Dime and Self-Addressed Envelope to 
DR. GEO. H. BOYD, Sandusky, O. 


WIZARDS MAGIC PURSE, 


The most bewildering illusion dis- 
covered inthiscentuiy! A very strorg 
purse of the unest«ressed kid strongiy 
sewed and beautifully embroidered. 
(Regulargoods 01 equul quality sel} for 
Sne. to75e.) Com prises 3 puckets, which 
we GUARANTEE noone can open in 3 
hours without knowing the secret. It 
has baffled all experts in puzzledom, 
Qs A great novelty, a wonderfui mystery 
and @ usetnl article, all in one, Your 
f- Gd money and secrets are sate inside this 

pursel Satisfic ton Guaranteed, 
Sample with secretin senledenvelope post paid with Ca alogue 
of 1000 useful articles, 25e: 3 for (trz; 6 for 81.00, $1.80 Doz. 


R. H. INGERSOLL & BRO, 65 Cortlandt st.. N, Ye 


The Freethinker’s Badge-pin 


AND 


6m12 


ONE YEAR, 


Ý Wil be sent for $4.50. The 
ae Pin and Tue TRUTH 
EEKER one year for $5. 


Ingersoll Souvenir Spoon 


AND 
THE TRUTH SEEKER 
ONE YEAR, 


Will be sent for $4.75. Sugar Spoons and Trurs 
SEEKER, $5. 
with gilt 


Hither kind (Tea or Sugar) Spoon 
owl, 50c. more 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Ji ews of the Week. 


Frawox contributed $450,000 to the Pe- 
ter's Pence—more than any other nation, 


Tremont Tempir, Boston, has been 
burnt—for the third time since it was 
transformed from a theater into a church, 


Ong of the paintings that will draw the 
most attention at the World’s Fair will be 
Herr Koppay’s remarkable picture of 
Satan. 


Tue National Association of Democratic 
Clubs has recommended the celebration of 
April 18th, the birthday of Thomas Jef- 
ferson. 


TurovucH worrying over the salvation 
of his soul, W. R. Newell, a student of 
the Western Theological Seminary, Alle- 
gheny, Pa., has become insane. + 


Cou. ELLIOT SHEPARD, the pious editor 
of the New York Mail and Express, 
who daily printed a scriptural text at 
the head of his editorial columns, died on 
the 24th ult. 


A Duron Protestant recently converted 
to Catholicism at the miracle-workin 
shrine of Lourdes has presented three mill- 
ion francs to the bishop for completion of 
a church there. : 


At Norfolk, Va., on Sunday, the 19th 
ult., steamers were not permitted to un- 
load, stevedores attempting work were ar- 
rested, and telegraph linemen repairing 
broken wires shared the same fate. 


ANTICHRISTIAN riots hay revived in 
China. Many nativ Christians hav been 
tortured and a few hav been killed, The 
English missionary was attacked by a mob 
of fanatics and barely saved his life by 
flight, 


In Toronto, Can., on the 25th ult., 
Magistrate Baxter imposed on a driver $2 
fine or ten days’ imprisonment for driving 
a lady on Sunday. This decision will 
greatly inconvenience a number of per- 
sons who hav been in the habit of using 
convey ances Sundays. 


Av Bensonhurst-by-the-Sea, N, Y., a 
burglar’s hat, dropped by him as he es- 
caped at an alarm, had pasted in it what 
was evidently a picture of his patron saint, 
St. Rocco. This bore the inscription, 
Eris impeste Patronus, with an accessory 
picture of a scriptural scene, 


In the election of school trustees at 
Westfield, N. J., on the 2ist ult., the 
Junior Order of American Mechanics 
mustered in force to defeat Miss Emma 
Bridges. Miss Bridges, with some others, 
is opposed to the use of the Bible in 
schools, as it debars Catholics and Jews. 


A CORRESPONDENT of. the London Tele- 
graph writes that things hav gone so far 
in Ulster that nothing can avert bloodshed 
if Home Rule comes. Military leaders 
are seeking accommodations for bodies of 
troops in Belfast. Over $5,000,000 has 
already been subscribed to the fund for 
defending the Protestants from Cathkol'c 
aggression. 


Auex. H. REVELL, a member of the ex- 
ecutiv board of the Columbian Exposi- 
tion, dissents from the opinion of the ma- 
jority of the board that prayer should be 
dispensed with in the opening exercises. 
He grounds his argument on precedent, 
saying that the custom of our country 
should be observed, and this custom is to 
offer prayer on such occasions. The Fair, 
he adds, is not an ordinary business 
undertaking, and ordinary business rules 
cannot be urged against using prayer at 
an exposition destined to prove the great- 
est factor for education ever known. 


Hyartsvinuz, Md., a town of fifteon 
hundred population, two years ago insti- 
tuted the single-tax system of Henry 
George, levying on land alone. Challenge 
of its fairness and legality was met and 
overcome by a judicial decision in its fa- 
vor. Now, however, the Maryland court 
of appeale, which is the supreme court of 
the state, has adjudged the system uncon- 
stitutional. Single-taxers admit that it is 
so under Maryland’s present constitution, 
which provides that each citizen shall 
contribute ‘‘ according to his actual worth 
in real and personal property.” , They ad- 
vocate change in the constitution. 


As King Humbert of Italy was passin 
through a street in Rome ea the oth ulte 
a man threw at him a stone, which barely 
missed hiv. Bystanders seized the as- 
sailant, and would hav torn him to pieces 
but for the arrival of police. A multitude 
assembled, and, cheering the monarch 
escorted him home as if with a triumphal 
march. The prisoner proved to bea re- 
ligious zealot named Berardi. He had 
served seven years in Italy for murder 
emigrated to America and stayed some 
time, and returned. His motiv, he owns 
was to insult and menace Humbert be- 
cause that sovereign refuses to make peace 
with the pope and grant his demands, 
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“TIE SITUATION WITH THE AVERAGE LAWMAKER AND THE CLERGY. 


Old Testament Stories 
Comically Illustrated. 


Exposure Exposure 
by by 
Ridicule. Facts. 


Full~Page 
Pictures. 


The Stories Humorously Told—And Hard Facts 
Given Concerning the Origin and Authenticity of the 
Old Testament—A Page of Text to Each Picture. 


400 Pages. 2 00 


Jephthah and His Human Sacrifice, 
Samson the Strong, 

Ruth and Boaz, 

Unstable as Water, God Shall Not Excel, 
David, God's Favorite, 

Some Stories from the Book of Kings, 
Adventures of the Prophets, 

Jonah the Truthful Sailor. 


CONTENTS: 
Jacob and Esau, 
Joseph the Man of Dreams, 
Holy Moses, 
Balaam the Diviner, 
Bloody Joshua, 
The Campaign of Deborah and Barak 
Against Jabin and Sisera, 
General Gideon, - 


Sustaining a Theory, 
Some Giants, 
The Adventures and Work ef Noah, 
A Hunting Anecdote, 
Abraham, Christ's Great Ancestor, 
A Queer Family, 
j Isaac and His “Sister,” 
; One of Twins, 


Boards. illuminated covers, 81; cloth, gilt side stamp, $1.50. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


RELIGION NOT HISTORY. 


Examination of the Morals and History 
of the New Testament. 


By Pror. F. W. NEWMAN. Price 25 sents. 


«INFIDELS AND CHARITY.” 


_A Leaflet showing that the oft-repeated Chris- 
tian statement that Infidels do not contribute 
to nor found charities is a falsehood. It ought to 
be widely circulated to meet the calumny. rice, 
5 cents; 50 cents a dozen. Address THE TRUTH 
SEEKER, 28 Lafayette place, New York. 


Self-Contradictions of the Bible, 


1 4 4— = 
Moral, Theological, Historical, and Speculative 
Propositions. 


rica, ° . - - - 15 cents. 


AN OUTLINE OF THE 


FRENCH REVOLUTION: 


Its Causes and Results. 
By W. S. BELL. Paper, *2mo, 25 cts. 


Paine Vindicated 
Reply to New York >dserver. 
By R. G. INGERSOLL. 
With “A ROMAN CATHOLIC CANARD.” 
Price, 15 cents. 


Holy Bible Abridged. 


The passages unfit fur family reading. 
Paper, 30 cents; cloth, 80 cents. 


Thomas Paine’s Works. 


Age of Reason. Pap., 25c.; 
6 copies for $1; clo., 50c. y 

Age of Reason and Examina. 

on of the Prophecies. 
Pap., 400.3; clo., 750. 

Apostle of Political and Re 
igious Liberty, (Life.) By 
J. E. Remsburg. Portrait. Pap. 
50c.; clo., 75c. x i 

Common Sense. Written iv 
1776. Ye. , , 

Crisis. Written During Am. 
Revolution. Pap., 40c.; clo., 75c. 
reat Works. 8vo. 800 pp.. 
leather, $4; moroccu 

S, $4.50. 

By J. E. Remsburg, 

Port. Pap., 50c. 

-Life of, With Remarks on 
Comte and Rousseau. By C 
Blanchard. Pap., 40c.; clo., with 
portrait, 60c. l 

Life of. With Explanatory 
Observations. By G. Vale. Por- 


trait. $1. 

Lithograph of. Heavy plate 
Paper. 22x28, Gi he 
Political and Religious Re- 
former. By B. F. Under- 


wood. 0c. : 
Political Works: ‘‘Commor 
if Crisis,” “Rights of 


Rights of Man. Answer to 
Burke’s Attack on French Revo- 
_jution. Pa -s 400.5 Clo., 750. 
Testimonials to His Merits. 
Compiled by J. N. Moreau. 10¢ 
Theological Works: ‘‘Age of 
Reason,” “ Examination of Proph- 
ecies,” etc., with Life of Paine 
and steel port. $1.50. 
Vindication of. Reply to N. Y 
Observer. By R.G.Ingersoll. 10 
6 


Adaress The Truth Seeker Compauy 


POPES AND THEIR DOINGS. 


AGGOUNT OF 
Vicars of Christ and Vicegerents of God. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


FREETHINKERS’ PICTORIAL TEXT-BOOK, 


by ; SHOWING 


FILE BINDERS. 


Those who preserve the volumes of THE TRUTH 
SEEKER need a File Binder, which we will send on 
receipt of one dolar. 


THE ABSURDITY AND UNTRUTHFUL 
NESS OF THE CHURCH’S CLAIM 
TO BE A DIVINE AND BENEFI- 
OENT INSTITUTION, AND RR- 
VEALING THE ABUSES 
OF A UNION OF 
CHURCH AND 


J 8 5 -Full~Page 
Illustrations. 
WITH COPIOUS CITATIONS & 
FACTS, 
HISTORY, 
STATISTICS, . 


OPINIONS o SCHOL 
ARS 


TO MAINTAIN THE ARGUMENT Ot 
THE ARTIST. 
DESIGNS BY WATSON HESY iv 


WITH PORTRAIT Uf 
THE DESIGNER. 


The illustrations are classified as follows: 


represent Uncle Sam and the Priests. 2 represent Samples of Christianity’s Work. 
T 5 i Missionaries. 
% The Lord’s Instruments. 
e Bible Doctrines and Their Results 
= The Church and Slavery. 
Priests and Politics. 
a Ireland and the Church. . 
x Church’s Idea of Civilization. 
The Uses of the Cross. 
s Unkind Reflections on the Chureb. 
s Persecutions of the Church. 
a Some Allegories. 
% Heaven. 
Hell 


bee Woman and the Church. 

” The Church and Thomas Paine, 
Studies in Natural History. 

ba The Bible and Science. 

S The Clergy and Their Flocks. 
“ . Piety in Our Penitentiaries. 

bos The Atonement Scheme. 

s The Lord and His Works. 

a ‘Prayer. $ 

bs The Creeds. 

“ Christians and Mohammedans, 


TR CO d AO M d DO a DO Mi RO Mt 
w ao 
z 


Miscellaneous. 
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A most extraordinary publication. We venture the assertion that nothing like it OX ih 
fore appeared in this country, and it is very doubtful if another one like it will ise it bas te ut 
hed. We must give the Truth Seeker Company the credit of putting the book in the reach of ali 
At twice the price it would. hayo been a cheap book. Arbist Heston ag a portrait-painter and de 
igner isa wonde: success, and we judge from our own feelings that Liberal i 
America will desire a copy of this most wonderful volume.—(Hreethinkers’ Magazine. rae 


Mr. Heston deserves to be called the ariist-hero of Liberalism. He has dedicated his genius v 
Freethought, and has done faithful and noble work for the cause of right and truth. But the ict 
ares do not make up the whole of this volume. There are nearly two hundred pages of readin 
matter that serve first as explanations of the illustrations, and secondly as texts to prove the utter 
_alsity of the church’s professions and the hypocrisy of those who uphold them. together the 
Book is one of the best weapons against Christianity and the church that has ever been put in the 
ds of Freathinkers.—[Bostun Investigator. 


\ Price, board covers, $2; cloth, $2.80. s 
Address Tha Trath Seeker 


| All nature has thus been transformed before 
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New Publications. 


Darwin and After Darwin. 


An Exposition of the Darwinian Theory. 


. By Groner J. ROMANES. 


A systematic Exposition of what may be termed 
the Darwinism of Darwin, and intended to be of 
service to the general reader rather than to pro- 
fessed naturalists. 

Mr. Romanes is well known as one of the most 
interesting of English writers upon evolution, 
besides ranking with Professor Huxley in scien- 
tific knowledge and ability. And this is a part of 
his conclusion regarding the great subject of 
Design, to which the church so often refers: 

“Thus whether we look to the facts of adapta- 
tion or to those of beauty, everywhere through- 
out organic nature we meet with abundant 
evidence of natural causation, while nowhere do 
we meet with any independent evidence of 
supernatural design. | ., _Adaptation and 
beauty are alike receiving their explanation at 
the hands of a purely mechanical philosophy. . a. 
view of the present generation in a manner, an 
to an extent that has never before been possible; 
and inasmuch as the change which has taken 
place has taken place in the direction of natural- 
ism, and this to the extent of rendering the 
mechanical interpretation of nature universal, it 
is no wonder if the religious mind has suddenly 
awakened to a new, and a terrible force in the 
words of its traditional enemy—Where is now 
# gai d. Pri loth, $2 

ustrated. Price, cloth, $2. 
Address, THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Antiquity 


—o— 


Ancient Voices 
from the Spirit 
Realm disclose the 
most Startling Rev- 
elations. 

9 
Proving Christianity 
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THE ELIMINATOR: 
Skeleton Keys to Sacerdotal Secrets. 


“Write me no more fables, lest I be a fool and 
read the riddles awry.” 


By R. B. Westbrook, D.D., LL.B, 


Contents: The Whole Truth; Sacerdotalism 
Impeached; The Fabulous Claims of Judaism; 
Moses and the Pentateuch; Ancient Symbolism 
and Modern Literalism; Astral Keys to Bible 
Stories; The Fable of the Fall; Search for the 
“Last Adam:” What Is Known of the New Testa- 
ment; The Drama of the Gospels; The Ideal 
Christ; Jesus_and Other Christs; A Reverent 
Critique on Jesus; A Few Fragments; Blood 
Salvation; The Things That Remain. 

Price, cloth, $1.50. Fort sale at this office. 


VALUABLE ENGLISH 
PUBLICATIONS. 


The Student’s Darwinu. By Edward B. 
Aveling, D. Sc., Fellow of University College 
London. The purpose of this book is to tell 
something of Darwin's work to those who have 
neither the time nor the opportunity to investi- 
gate it fully for themselves. 1. The Naturalist’s 
Voyage Around the World. 2 Geolo: ical 
Works. 3. Botanical Works. 4. Zoological 
Works. _ 5. Works on Evolution. With a 
copious index. Price, $2. 


Pedigree of Man, and Other Essays. By 
Ernest Haeckel. Contents: Part I. The Dar- 
winian Theory; The, Origin of the Human 
Race: The Pedigree of Man; On the Division of 
Labor in the Lifeof Nature and of Man; Cell- 
Souls and Soul-Cells. Part 1I. The Progress 
and Work of Zoology; The Development of 
Life-Particles and the Perigenesis of the 
Plastidule; The Proofs of Evolution; The 
Present Position of Evolution in Relation to 
Science; The Origin and Development of the 
Sense Organs. Price, $2. 

David 


The Natural History of Religion. 
Hume’s Celebrated Essay, so foully mutilated 
by Christian publishers, printed complete, with 
an Introduction by John M. Robertson, editor 
of the Nattonal Reformer. Price, 50 cents. 


The True Source of Christianity; or, A 
Voice From the Ganges. By an Indian Officer. 
Answers to the questions—who was Jesus 
Christ? and from what source were the doc- 
trines derived which he promulgated? Price, 
75 centr. Address THE TRUTH shih ba 


APOLLONIUS OF TYANA IDENTIFIED AS THE 
CHRISTIAN JESUS, 


An important and remarkable revelation con- 
cerning the life and times of Apollonius of 
Tyana, the great sage and philosopher of the first 
century. It is here claimed that his life and 
teachings were appropriated and utilized by the 
formulators of the Christian religion in the in- 
terest of so-called Christianity. The. pe iarism 
is made plin im this brief history of Apollonius 
especially in view of the historica references an 
comments thereon., It is quite evident that to 
conceal the plagiarism, the name of Apollonius 
was suppressed. 

Price, 15 cents. 

Address 
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Hard Knocks >` 
at Christianity. 
By R. WHEELER. 


This book is just what, its title implies—thump- 
ing whacks at superstition, It deals with the 
ofect of Christianity on the world, showing 
what Christians have done to advance their relig- 
ion and impede the progress of man. It shows 
that Jesus was a false prophet, that the gospels 
are not authentic, and that Christianity is a bor- 
rowed system of religion. That the Bible is not 
in accord with Science, that the atonement 
scheme is futile and foolish, and that religion is 
not areal benefit to man. 

Price, 20 cents, six for $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


The Truth Seeker Library, 


The World’s Sages, Thinkers, and Re- 
formers. The Biographies of three hun- 
dred of the most distinguished teachers and 
philosophers (who were not Christians), from 
the time of Menu to the present. By D. M. Ben- 
nett. 1,075 pages, 8vo. Cloth, $3; leather, $4; 
morocco, gilt edges, $4.50. 


The Champions of the Church: Their 


Crimes and Perseeutions. Biographical 
sketches of prominent Christians. compan- 
ion book to “ The World’s Sages,” ete. By D.M. 


Bennett. 8vo, 1,119 pages. Morocco, gilt edges. 
Price, $4 50. 

The Gods and Religions of Ancient and 
Modern Times. Vol. I gives a full ac- 
count of al] the gods the nations of the earth 


have worshiped. including Jehovah, Satan, the 
Holy Ghost, Jesus Christ, Virgin Mary, and the 


Bible. 835 pages, 8vo. Vol describes fully 
all religious systems of the world, including 
Judaism, Mohammedanism, and, Christianity; 


the latter occupying 872 pages, being fully gone 
into. 949 pages. by D. wi Bennett. W. t- 
ten in prison at Albany. In cloth, $8 per vol- 
ume, or $5 for the two volumes; in leather, $7; 
in morocco, gilt edges, $8. 


Supernataral Religion. An inquiry into 

the reality of divine revelation. Decidedly the 
most thorough and exhaustive work on the 
claims of supernaturalism ever written. By F. 
W. Newman, Emeritus Professor of the London 
University. 1,115 pages, 8vo. In cloth, $4; 
leather, $5; morocco, gilt edges, $5.50. 


The Great Works of Thomas Paine. 
Including The Age of Reason, Examination of 
Prophecies, Reply to_ Bishop of Llandaff, Let- 
ters to Mr. Erskine, Essay_on Dreams, Letter 
to Camille Jordan, The Religion of Deism 
Common Sense, The Crisis, and the Rights of 
Man; the whole preceded by the Life of Paine, 
and & ateel-plate portrait. 800 pages, 8vo. 


Cloth, $3; leather, $4; morocco, t edges, 
$4.50. 
Analysis of Religious Belief. An ex- 


amination of the Creeds, Rites, and Sacred 
writings of the World. By Viscount Amberley, 
son of the late Lord John Russell, twice Pre- 
mier of England. Complete from the London 
edition. 745 pages, 8vo. In cloth, $3. 


The foregoing volumes are called “The Truth 
Seeker Library.” If all are ordered together and 
sent by express, one dollar will be deducted from 
the price of each. 


BOOKS BY 
PROF. FELIX L. OSWALD. 


The Bible of Nature: A Contribution 
to the Religion of the Future. Cloth, $1. 

The Secret of the East; or, The Origin 
of the Christian Religion and the Significance 
of its Rise and Decline. Cloth, $1. 

Physical Education ; or, The Health-Laws 
of Nature. Cloth, $1. 

Household Remedies for the Prevalent 
Disorders of the Human Organism. Cloth, $1. 

Zoological Sketches: A Contribution to 
the Outdoor study of Natural History. Ilus- 
trated by H Faber. Cloth, $2. 

_ Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
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MY RELIGIOUS EXPE- 
| RIENCE, 


Being the story of his religious life and mental 
ourneyings. aion g pis happiost and most 
riliant way, and is the best o is i 

works. Price, 25 cents. Address spendi 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Col. A G Ingersoll's 


ARGUMENT 


IN TRE 


Reynolds Blasphemy Trial, 


At Morristown, N. J. f 

This is the greatest argument ever made in a cas 
of this kind, and will be a model for the Bar a0 
long as the Christians use force to repress free 
speech. Its legal acumen is unsurpassed, its elo- 
quence never equaled. Wherever Christian per- 
secution is going on this argument should be 
freely circulated, read to the Christians, and ex- 
pounded on every occasion. 


In paper, 25 cents; in cloth, 50 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEE 
28 Lafayette place, New TER 


THOMAS PAINE; 
WAS HE JUNIUS? 


By W. H. BURR, 


Second edition, enlarged to 32 ; wi 
best engraved likeness of Paine. vPries Th te 
Address THE TRUTH SHEKER. 
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SPECIAL NOTICE.—We shall be obliged to our 


readers if they will send us the name and address of 
any Freethinker who is not a regular subscriber, 


Weather and Witchcraft, 


In two previous papers we set forth the doctrins 
of the Christian church regarding meteorological 
phenomena. These doctrins were that all the 
ongoing’ of the weather are governed not by natural 
causes but by spiritual bzings. In the following 
article we will relate the persecutions of innocent 
persons to which those doctrins led. 

The belief that the weather may be influenced by 
evil spitits was held by Christendom for fifteen 
centuries. But it was only during the latter of 
these centuries that this belief greatly occupied 
men’s minds and impelled them to act thereupon. 
‘Through the early Coristian ages most of the crimes 
that were afterward collected by the inquisitors in 
the treatises on witchcraft were known; and some of 
them were occasionally punished. At the same 
time, the executions, during six centuries, were 
probably not as numerous as those which took 
place during a single decade of the fifteenth and 
sixteenth centuries. In the twelfth century, how- 
ever, the subject passed into an entirely new phase. 
The conception of a witch, as we now figure it— 
that is to say, of a woman who kad entered into a 
deliberate compact with Satan, who was endowed 
with the power of working miracles whenever she 
pleased, and who was continually transported 
through the air to the Witches’ Sabbaths, where she 
paid her homage to the evil one—first appeared. 
The panic created by the. belief advanced slowly at 
first, but soon after with a fearfully accelerating 
rapidity. Thousands of victims were sometimes 
burnt alive in. a few years. Every country in 
Europe was stricken with the wildest terror. Hun- 
- dreds of the ablest judges were deputed to the 
extirpation of the crime. A vast literature was 
created on the subject. And it was not until a con- 
siderable portion of the eighteenth century had 
passed away that the executions finally ceased. 

This belief that witches exist, and injure the 
‘human race by bad weather and other afflictions, 
Professor A. D. White speaks of as “a theory 
; sanctioned by the church, which must 
forever be considered as among the fearful calami- 
ties in human history. Indeed, few errors,” con- 
tinues Mr. White, “hav ever cost so much shed- 
ding of innocent blood over such wide territory and 
during so many generations.” “ No other class of 
victims,” says the historian Lecky, “endured suf- 
ferings so unalloyed and so intense” as these unfort- 


unates punished for the imaginary crime of breed- 
ing ill weather or bodily maladies. Not for these 
unhappy creatures, continues Lecky, “the wild 
fanaticism that nerves the soul against danger, and 
almost steels the body against torments. Not for 
them the assurance of a glorious eternity, that has 
made the martyr look with exultation on the rising 
flame as on the Elijah’s chariot that is to bear his 
soul to heaven. Not for them the solace of lament- 
ing friends, or the consciousness that their memories 
would be cherished and honored by posterity. 
They died alone, hated and unpitied. They were 


deemed by all mankind the worst of criminals. | 


Their very kinsmen shrank from them as tainted 
and accursed. The superstitions they had imbibed 
in childhood, blending with the illusions of age, 
and with the horrors of their position, persuaded 
them in many cases that they were indeed the 
bond-slaves of Satan, and were about to exchange 
their torments upon earth for an agony that was as 
excruciating, and was eternal. And, besides all 
this, we hav to consider the terrors which the be- 
lief must hav spread through the people at large ; 
we hav to picture the anguish of the mother, as 
she imagined that it was in the power of one whom 
she had offended to blast in a moment every object 
of her affection ; we hav to conceive, above all, the 
awful shadow that the dread of accusation must 
hav thrown on the enfeebled faculties of age, and 
the bitterness it must hay added to desertion and 
to solitude. All these sufferings were the result of 
a single superstition.” 

In 1437 the infallible voice of Rome was heard con- 
firming this belief, hitherto preached by the general 
clergy, that certain men, women, and children had 
secured infernal aid to produce whirlwinds, frosts, 
floods, and all unfavorable elemental disturbances. 
Pope Eugene IV., in 1437, by virtue of the teach- 
ing power believed to hav been conferred on him 
by Christ, vested with the divine guarantee against 
error, issued a bull exhorting inquisitors to greater 
endeavors against the agents of Satan, especially 
against those who produced bad weather. In 
1455 this pope again issued instructions and com- 
mands, making statements irreparably committing 
his church to the doctrin. On Dec. 7, 1484, a 
greater personage than Eugene, indeed one of the 
greatest who ever filled the papal chair, Pope 
Innocent VIII., sent forth to the world the famous 
bull Summis Desiderantes. Says Professor White: 
“Of all documents ever issued from Rome, imperial 
or papal, this has doubtless, first and last, cost the 
greatest shedding of innocent blood.” In this com- 
munication the clergy of Germany are exhorted, 
with the utmost strenuousness and fervor, to leave 
no means untried to unearth and punish the sor- 
cerers afflicting mankind, especially those who by 
evil weather blast vineyards, gardens, meadows, 
and all growing crops. To carry out the commands, 
witch-finding inquisitors were authorized to scour 
all Europe. For their use a manual was prepared, 
“The Witch-Hammer.” Its precepts were based 
on the scriptural command, “ Thou shalt not suffer 
a witch to liv.” Their soundness was grounded on 
various texts, especially the famous statement in 
the book of Job. 

When, according to the directions laid down in 
this manual, “The Witch-Hammer,” torture was 
applied to thousands of women, the natural result 
was the production of vast bodies of evidence for 
the existence of the crime of witchcraft. These 
miserable beings writhing under their torments, 
frantically longing for death as a relief to their 
suffering, confessed to anything and everything that 


hint satisfactory answers; the tortured, to end 
their misery, were sure before long to giv the 
answer required, though aware that it would fetch 
them to the scaffold or the stake. Often the sus- 
pected persons, from the very iteration and press- 
ing of the charge, and from their having been 
reared in an atmosphere of superstition, would 
themselvs fall under the impression that they were 
possessed by fiends, or had made compacts with 
them or with Satan himself, and believe it as fully 
as the others. These confessions, by the scores 
of thousands, are yet remaining on the ecclesiastical 
and judicial records of Europe and may there be 
consulted. The proofs flowed in torrents, decade 
after decade, from all the torture-chambers of 
Europe. The subject was examined in scores of 
thousands of cases, in almost every European 
nation, by tribunals that included the acutest 
ecclesiasties nnd lawyers of the age, on the scene 
and at the time when the alleged acts had taken 
place, and with the assistance of innumerable sworn 
witnesses. For more than fifteen hundred years, 
it was universally believed that the Bible estab- 
lished, in the clearest manner, the reality of the 
crime, and that an amount of evidence, so varied 
and so ample as to preclude the very possibility of 
doubt, attested its continuance and its extent. 
The clergy denounced it with all the emphasis of 
authority. The legislators of almost every land 
enacted laws for its punishment. Acute judges, 
whose lives were spent in sifting evidence, investi- 
gated the question on countless occasions, and con- 
demned the accused. Tens of thousands of victims 
perished by the most agonizing and protracted 
torments, without exciting the faintest compassion ; 
and, as they were for the most part extremely igno- 
rant and extremely poor, sectarianism and avarice had 
but little influence on the subject. Nations that 
were completely separated by position, by interest, 
and by character, on this one question were united. 
The only controversy was over the details of witch- 
craft; its existenca was considered beyond doubt. 
The evidence was cumulativ, and at last irresistible. 
With all our modern principles of explanation of 
such cases, such as ascribing some to confession 
to escape torture, some to ecclesiastical deceit, some 
to insanity, some to coincidences, and others to 
optical delusions, it is all that we can do to dissipate 
the enormous masses of evidence of the veritability 
of witchcraft. Says Lecky in his “History of 
Rationalism :” “The historical evidence establish- 
ing the reality of witchcraft is so vast and varied, . 
that it is impossible to disbelieve it without what, 
on other subjects, we should deem the most 
extraordinary rashness.” The modern Christian re- 
proaches the refusal of the Infidel to accept the alleged 
testimony of three or four ignorant Jews as to the 
existence of Christ, as unreasonable incredulity ; 
but he himself in denying witchcraft, as in nine 
cases out of ten he does, rejects a body of evidence 
so immeasurably more extensiv and credible as to 
be out of comparison with it. 

The extreme folly of the teachings of the Chris- 
tian religion on this subject of the diabolical 
control of the weather, and the horrible cruelty of 
its persecution of witcbes, so strikingly illustrate 
the evil character of that faith that we will devote 
another article to the conclusion of the subject. 


——— 
Let Us Fix the Blame of Cholera Where It 
Belongs. 

A European dispatch says: “The Hamburg 
cholera germ pays little attention to the thermometer. 
He is not quite so busy as he was, but he is still 
quite activ. His spring tour of the United States 


was suggested to them. It was needed only that | is doubtless occupying his mind to some extent.” 
the inquisitors should ask leading questions and | The piece of information here given in so gamesome 
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a wording, is not by any means an agreeable one. 
We earnestly hope that the cholera bacillus will 
come to regard his education as sufficiently finished 
without any American peregrination. As to New 
York city alone, that town might become a fright- 
ful sufferer should cholera enter its neighborhood ; 
a medical commission has just reported that the 
presence of that epidemic in the Croton basin 
whence New York draws her water would diffuse 
the germs with fearful rapidity. The use of the 
Croton watershed, by the way, does now occasion 
numerous cases of typhoid fever every year, and 
many petitions that the region be bought by the 
city and kept uncontaminated hav been made; but 
the Tammany-Catholic public officials hav other, 
and to themselvs more pleasant, uses for the public 
funds. 

The disease is activ in Europe. In one recent 
week when the thermometer was far below freezing- 
point, seven hundred deaths from it were reported 
in Russia, to say nothing of those not reported. 
A London dispatch says: 

“ Berlin has very dubious water and can hardly hope 
to escape serious trouble. Cholera is almost certain to 
be brought to England. 

“We may be able to exclude the disease as we hay 
done since 1866. That is our best chance, for once it 
obtains a footing we will not find ourselys in a much 
better position than our neighbors. London, in particu- 
lar, has escaped more through good luck than good 
management.” 

Belgium is being affrighted by a revival of the 
cholera germs in its bounds, and a number of 
deaths. 

The treasury department of the United States 
has dispatched three physicians to Europe to ward 
the disease from our shores if possible. But in 
view of the influx of visitors to the Fair, success 
seems dubious. 

A number of persons are demanding efficient 
action not merely of each government but of a 
combination of governments in extirpating the 
plague. Col. Thomas T. Wright, of Nashville, 
Tenn., for instance, regards the existence of cholera 
anywhere on the globe as a reflection on modern 
civilization. He suggests that the enlightened 
_ nations of the earth combine to stamp it out. 
Further than this, Colonel Wright would hav 
penalties assessed against and rigidly collected 
from all countries where filth diseases are propa- 
gated and allowed to exist. This latter scheme 
perhaps is not feasible just at this stage of affairs, 
but the statement that the existence of cholera is a 
reflection on modern civilization we concur in. 

However, we wish to proceed from this judg- 
ment still farther. If there be an institution 
which year by year breeds, not only the cholera 
but fiftyfold more of evil, of endlessly varying 
character; and this institution is not only tol- 
erated, but lauded, and given special prerogativs 
over us, then is not this a disgrace to modern 
civilization unspeakably more black and damning? 
Such an institution exists; and has, as we hay 
abundantly shown in former papers, produced our 
epidemics of cholera, and has produced manifold 
other ills and afflictions—it is religion. 

Dr. Popoff calls for an international anti-cholera 
congress. And such an assembly, we learn, will 
indeed be held in Europe soon. 

Sentiments looking toward such action are ex- 
pressed also in a timely book, “Public Health 
Probleme,” by John Sykes. This author says: 

‘*We should bear in mind the interdependence of the 
whole world. Modern statesmanship holds that where in 
a Civilized country there is famin the government is to 
blame, and the day will come when a government will be 
held responsible for any plagues or fatal epidemics found 
within its domains. Tens of thousands of unfortunate 
creatures hav died of starvation in Eastern Europe, and 
the most fatal of diseases has swept away many tens of 
thousands more, and because of an epidemic of cholera 
in Russia, fostered and hived there, the rest of the world 
is made to suffer.” 

This is good; but withal, it is possible to reach 
something still better—to carry this tracing of 
cause and effect, this fixing of the criminality where 
it belongs, back one step farther yet; and this is 
done by saying, “ Because of” Christianity “in 
Russia, fostered and hived there, the rest of the 
world is made to suffer.” 


Some Handsome Premiums. 

To induce new subscriptions and prompt renew- 
als on the part of our friends we make the follow- 
ing handsome premium offers: 

For $5.00 we will send Tue Trura SEEKER one 
year ($3.00) and “ Paine’s Great Works Complete ” 
(3.00). This edition of Paine’s works contains a 
picture of Paine, of the statue proposed to be 
erected in Chicago, and of his monument in New 
Rochelle. 

For $5.00 we will send Tux Trura SEEKER one 
year ($3.00) and “The World’s Sages, Thinkers, 
and Reformers” ($3.00). By D. M. Bennett. 

For $4.50 we will send Tue Truru SEEKER one 
year ($3) and “The Freethinker’s Pictorial Text- 
Book” in cloth ($2.50). 

For $4 we will send Taz Terura SEEKER one year 
($3) and “The Freethinker’s Pictorial Text-Book” 
in boards ($2). 

For $4 we will send Taz Trura SEEKER one year 
($3) and a copy of “ Old Testament Stories Comic- 
ally Ilustrated ” in cloth covers ($1.50). 

For $3.50 we will send Tae TRUTH SEEKER one 
year ($3) and “Old Testament Stories Comically 
Illustrated” in board covers ($1). 

This is a splendid opportunity to obtain books 
which every Liberal desires to hav at an exceed- 
ingly low price. Old and new subseribers can avail 
themselvs of it, and we shall be glad if our present 
readers will call the attention of their friends to 
the values offered. ` 


M 
The following card directing a change of address 
of Tue Trurs Szexer tells its own pathetic story : 


tt ZURIOH, SWITZERLAND. 

‘* Duar Sm: I must return to Germany to serve my 
thirteen months in prison for blasphemy. Be kind 
enough to send your paper regularly to Miss J. Altman, 
Berlin, S W., Markegraten str., 88, who will personally 
bring it to me once a month. ' 

‘With hearty. thanks fraternally yours, 
“ DR. VOELKEL.” 

Fine country, that Germany ! 
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The controversy with Miss Chapman has branched 
so widely that in the interests of our other con- 
tributors we shall hav to confine it to the original 
party in interest and Mr. Wettstein. It is impos- 
sible to print all the matter for and against the 
lady sent. us, and to discriminate would be unfair. 
The government physician at St. Eustatious and 
others will please take notice. We are glad to hav 
been the humble instrument by which so many hay 
been wrought up, but there is such a thing as hav- 
ing too much of one thing, however good it may be. 
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The Michigan legislature is considering the ad- 
visability of taxing church property, and a bill to 
that effect has been framed. The churches are 
circulating petitions against its enactment, one of 
which concludes: “ The proposed legislation would 
tax religion and the worship of God; tax the spirit 
of charity and the diffusion of knowledge, tax hu- 
man misery, weakness, and misfortune; tax the 
devotedness and self-sacrifice of those who wish 
to help their fellow-men. It would put religion on 
the same plane as commerce; put a premium on 
infidelity and unbelief; put those who vote for the 
measure on record as the enemies of religion; 
charity, and enlightenment.” All of which shows 
that it is easy to lie. 


J. E. Remsburg recently returned from his 
Eastern tour. He was absent sixty-three days and 
during this time delivered sixty-two lectures, in 
the following towns: Louisiana, Mo.; Macon, Mo.; 
Nauvoo, Ill; Chillicothe, Ill.; Reddick, Il; El- 
wood, Ill; Chicago, Ill; Belvidere, Ill; Rensellaer, 
Ind.; Allegan, Mich.; Grand Rapids, Mich.; Shep- 


herd, Mich.; Leslie, Mich.; Detroit, Mich.; Toledo, . 


O.; Findlay, O.; Shreve, O.; Cleveland, O.; East 
Otto, N. Y.; Newark, N. Y.; Constantia, N. Y.; De 
Ruyter, N. Y.; Glens Falls, N. Y.; Saratoga, N. Y.; 
Boston, Mass; Worcester, Mass.; Cotuit, Mass.; 
Harwich, Mass.; Manchester, Conn; Bristol, 
Conn.; New York, N. Y.; Orange, N. J.; Newark, 
N. J.; Philadelphia, Pa.; Washington, D. C.; 
Greensburg, Pa.; Butler, Pa; Tarentum, Pa.; 
Pittsburgh, Pa; Tappan, O.; Cortland, O.; Vera 
Cruz, Ind.; Bluffton, Ind.; Muncie, Ind.; Nobles- 
ville, Ind.; Redmon, Il; Coles, Il; Highland, Ij, 
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Our readers will recollect that a few months ago - 
the most foolishly ignorant of the church people 
thought they had struck a bonanza on Mr. J. J. 
Nouri, who avowed that he had been in Ararat and 
found Noah’s ark, miraculously preserved. His 
account was detailed and piously romantic, and in 
this ark the Christians thought to sail all over the 
Infidels. Less importance is now attached by them 
to this discovery owing to the commitment to the 
Napa, Cal., insane asylum of the discoverer. The 
pkase of aberration shown by Mr. Nouri is in 
imagining himself king of Chaldea, and a constant 
tendency to talk about the ark, and the geograph- 
ical location of the mountain. He is just a plain 
religious lunatic. That’s all. 


[2 the Qast. 


News and Notes. 


I did not know exactly where to find Fort Fair- 
field when I started out on my journey “away 
down East.” I supposed it was in the backwoods 
somewhere in the vicinity of the “jumping-off 
place.” When I arrived in Boston Thursday morn- 
ing, March 23d, I discovered that I was a whole 
day’s journey from my point of destination. I 
leave the “ Hub” at 9:15 a.m. and travel via Port- 
land and Bangor to Vanceboro, New Brunswick, 
where I arrive inthe middle of the night and change 
cars and wait an hour for the mixed train to Fort 
Fairfield, which place I reach 9:50 a.m. Friday. 
The snow is all over the ground and winter’s face 
sparkles upon my view. It is quite a contrast to 
the semi-tropical scenes which I had only left a 
week ago—but a rather beautiful contrast, for the 
sun is shining brightly all the time, the skies are 
nearly cloudless, the cool weather is bracing, while 
the soft breath of spring is occasionally felt. What 
can be more delightful than this brilliant mingling 
of winter and of spring, the dark-green firs and 
pines contrasting with the gray earth and the glit- 
tering snows; while faintly luminous in the wide 
atmosphere is the promis of the summer that is 
surely coming? Every day seems to grow more 
genial and musical in this March of the varied year. 

I passed through some wild and desolate scenes 
on my way to this Aroostook country. Maine 
stretches away with many a mile of barren land, 
but Aroostook county is fertil, attractiv, and 
fruitful. The elegancies of civilization are here. 
Fort Fairfield is a handsome village of about 1,500 
inhabitants, the town itself contains 4,000, this 
being one of the richest farming sections on the 
continent. Houlton, the county seat, with a popula- 
tion of 10,000, Caribou and Presque Isle, with 4,000 
each, are the business centers of a flourishing 
people. 

The great source of wealth in this country is 
potatoes. The land is especially adapted to pota- 
toes, although wheat, oats, and corn, and fruit are 
abundantly produced. But potatoes take the cake. 
About $500,000 worth of potatoes are sold in Fort 
Fairfield every year—$6,000 and $7,000 worth 
per day in the busy season. Seven hundred 
and forty-five bushels and twenty-five pounds 
hav been produced to the acre. This is extra- 
ordinary, only one case of this kind being on 
record for Fairfield township, but it beats all the 
records of New England, or of the world I guess, 
except one out West, where 900 bushels were raised 
on one acre. Frequently 300 and 400 bushels are 
produced to the acre, while the average is about 
250, and the running market price is $1.75 per 
barrel. It will thus be seen that this county of 
Aroostook is one of the choice spots of the earth ; 
and those who hav a good farm are pretty sure to 
escape the Christian blessing of poverty. 

Fort Fairfield was aforetime the scene of military 
exploits, and hence its name. There is a real fort 
here, and there was a real war, although no blood 
was shed. It was during the administration of 
Governor Fairfield of Maine. It is known in his- 
tory as “ the Aroostook war.” I will not swear that 
I ever heard of it before, although I hav a dim 
recollection that in my school-days it was mentioned. 
Now I shall never forget it. John Bull and 
Brother Jonathan were in tremendous battle in- 
signia. The militia were summoned from every 
quarter, and Fort Fairfield was alive with war's 
magnificently stern array. This was in 1839, and 
the trouble was about the boundary line, which was 
finally settled by treaty in 1842. 

Fort Fairfield is on the Aroostook river, which 
flows into the St. John’s at Woodstock not far 
away. All this country was populated long before 
the railroads were built, on account of easy water 
navigation. The railroads, however, hav wonder- 
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fully improved this section, and new railroads are 
being built, and this county—the biggest in Maine, 
I think—has by no means reached the acme of its 
prosperity. 

When I reached Fort Fairfield I found that 
arrangements had been made for a four nights’ 
debate with Rev. A. J. Wheeler, of the Advent 
church, Concord, N. H.—not of the Seventh Day 
Adventists but the First Day Adventists; and be- 
tween these two sects there is by no means a cordial 
feeling; in fact the First Day Adventists don’t 
seem to know that there are thirty thousand Seventh 
Day Adventists in the country, and that they are 
suffering persecutions. So far as I can find out the 
First Day Adventists are in favor of a union of 
church and state equally with other orthodox 
bodies. ` 

The Rev. A. J. Wheeler is a young man of con- 
siderable brightness and enthusiasm, and is an 
. interesting speaker, who can make up for the lack 
of argument with nice stories and beautiful exhorta- 
tions. 

The following resolution was the subject of debate 
for the first three evenings: 

Resolved, That the Bible is the divinely inspired word 
of God. 

There is no need of going into a particular 
- report of the proceedings, for Liberals already 
` understand the general drift of the argument. 

The first speech of my opponent was devoted to 
proving that the Bible was an old book and a re- 
markable book, which assertions I did not deny. I 
was thus compelled, in view of the fact that my 
opponent had advanced nothing, to make the first 
assault, which T did, upon the genuinness of the Bible 
—that is, its authorship. I proved that nothing was 
known as to the authorship of most of the book— 
Christian scholars to-day only affirming the genuin- 
ness of twelve books in the Old Testament and four 
books in the New Testament. This was made the 
main battle-ground of the first night’s debate. My 
opponent was evidently worsted, for on the second 
night he declared that he would not undertake to 
prove the genuinness of the Bible, but demon- 
strate its inspiration upon other grounds. I do 
not wonder that he retreated as gracefully as he 
did, for while he denied many of my statements, I 
proved them on the authority of Chambers’s Ency- 
clopedia—referring to its article on the Bible, 
where it plainly declares that the authorship of the 
books cannot be proved; that in the text both of 
the Old and New Testaments are errors; that there 
are eighty thousand variations, and that Luther re- 
jected some books of the present Bible. Mr. 
‘Wheeler declared that he accepted every word of 
the Bible as it is from cover to cover as God's 
revelation. However, he offers Chambers’s Ency- 
clopedia as premium to the subscribers of his own 
magazine, the Christian Reporter, thus disseminat- 
ing the seeds of Infidelity and endangering the 
eternal welfare of his readers. I advised Christians 
present to subscribe for the Christian Reporter, 
secure the premium he offers, Chambers’s Encyclo- 
pedia, and read its article on the Bible. 

Having retreated from the first battle-ground, 
he rallied his forces on the following points: The 
harmony of the Bible, its moral influence, and the 
prophecies. Everyone knows how easy it is to 
prove the contradictions of the Bible, both with 
science and with itself, which utterly destroys its 
claims to harmony. As to the moral influence of 
the Bible, I showed that it gave degrading and 
therefore immoral ideas of God—sayi.g that he re- 
pented, was ignorant of what was going on in some 
parts of the earth, that he commanded the 
slaughter of little children, etc. I also showed that 
it taught obedience to tyrants, subjection for 
women, that it sanctioned slavery, polygamy, ete. 
These arguments are familiar. As to the proph- 
ecies, whatever they might prove, it was evident 
that one false prophecy in the Bible would destroy 
its divine authority. I instanced two false proph- 
ecies: the one concerning the time of the burial of 
Jesus—that he would be three days and three 
nights in the heart of the earth, which was not the 
case—and the prophecy that the end of the world 
would be before that generation passed away—a 

_ prophecy absolutely unfulfilled. Iwas astounded 
to hear my opponent declare that the character of 
God as revealed in the Bible had nothing to do 
with the question of its inspiration. Why, the very 
purpose of a revelation is to reveal God’s character ; 
otherwise it is worthless. And if we are to judge 
the Bible by internal evidences, the character of 
God in that book has everything to do with the 
question of its inspifation. 

But, as in the matter of the genuinness of the 
Bible, my opponent, seeing he couldn't prove a good 
character for God out of the Bible, declined to ad- 

. mit the character of God as any part of the testi- 
mony. He thus abandoned in the discussion two 


main points in the issue, the genuinness of the 
Bible and the character of God. 

The fourth evening the subject was changed. 
The following resolution was discussed : 

Resolved, That the morality of Freethought is su- 
perior to the morality of the Christian religion. 

I defined the essence of the Christian religion to 
be a belief in total depravity, vicarious atonement, 
and eternal hell, all of which are immoral doctrins; 
but without faith in these there is no hope of sal- 
vation, says the follower of Jesus. 

On the other hand Freethought teaches that 
character is the main thing, and not belief; truth 
to be accepted without regard to consequences; 
right to be done for the right’s sake, and not for 
fear of punishment or hope of reward. Free- 
thought also stands for human rights without 
regard to creed; while Christianity is simply for 
the rights of its followers, which is both unjust and 
immoral. Freethought is for education, the un- 
folding of natural powers; while Christianity is 
simply instruction from some outside basis. It is 
the putting on of a harness, not the expression of a 
faculty. Freethought stands for self-respect, sym- 
pathy, and.reverence, while Christianity in its creed 
affirms self-degradation, sectarian feeling, and fear 
of God. Freethought recognizes the value of this 
world, and educates for success in this world, while 
Christianity calls this a “dim vast vale of tears” 
and says we must hav our minds fixed altogether 
upon another world. 

Mr. Wheeler replied to my argument by a very 
good sermon on the Christian’s hope and faith. 
Men were sick, they needed medicin; men were 
lame, they needed crutches. AJl right, I answered, 
for those who are sick and lame.’ They can choose 
their medicin, but the medicin and crutches should 
not be forced upon those who do not want them. 

Mr. Wheeler denied eternal hell-fire, and thus by 
being one-third Infidel and only two-thirds Chris- 
tian he made a much better plea than he other- 
wise would. When he is three-thirds Infidel he will 
do first-rate. 

Mr. French presided at the debate, assisted by 
Mr. Baker and Mr. Billington, and there was no 
trouble from beginning to.end. Good nature pre- 
vailed. I do not know whether any Christians were 
converted, but I am certain that Freethought has 
been greatly strengthened by this agitation. It has 
its supporters among the best men of the com- 
munity. 

The Fort Fairfield Liberal League was organized 
last winter, with a fine membership, and it has 
prospered well. Several lectures hav been given 
by local talent, and by others—Mr. Ellis, of Secular 
Thought, ete. This debate was the result of a 
debate recently held between Mr. French and Geo. 
Eastman. This started the fire, which has been 
burning ever since, and now this great blaze. The 
audiences were larger than any ever gathered in 
this community. The interest has been intense. 
Liberals are satisfied with the outcome and are ready 
for another debate at any time the Christians may 
choose. 

I think a great work can be done in Aroostook 
county, not only at Fairfield, but at Caribou, Presque 
Isle, and Houlton. There are hundreds of Liberals 
here, and by combination they can accomplish a 
great deal. 

It isa curious fact that the Salvation Army bar- 
racks has fallen into the hands of the Liberals, and 
is now called Liberty Hall. Mr. Baker owns it; 
has fitted it up nicely, and the Liberal League 
meets here every Sunday evening. 

I had the pleasure on Sunday afternoon of 
listening to Rev. F. A. Gilmore, Unitarian, of 
Presque Isle. I find him a broad-minded, scholarly, 
and Liberal gentleman. He is a very popular 
speaker and has the largest audience of any clergy- 
man at Presque Isle. As he stands upon the 
Theistic platform of Thomas Paine without bigotry, 
of.course we can shake hands cordially. 

I hav enjoyed myself greatly in this New England 
community. They are a go-ahead people here in 
true Yankee style. They don’t hurry as they do 
out West, but they “ get there ” just the same with 
both feet. This must bea lovely place in summer, 
and I hope to visit it some time amidst the splen- 
dors of June. They hav twenty-six schoolhouses 
in Fort Fairfield, some of them costly and beautiful; 
and as long as these remain we need not hav much 
fear of the triumph of superstition. 

Besides the debate, I lectured on Sunday morn- 
ing on “ The Rights of Man.” I lecture to-morrow, 
Thursday evening, at Liberty Hall, on “Evolution 
and Creation.” 

R. L. Baker, president. of the Liberal League, 
who has been an outspoken Freethinker for nearly 
half a century; who has been selectman of the town 
for thirteen years, deputy collector, sheriff, etc., in 
spite of his declared views; is heart and hand in 
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the Liberal work. He distributes books and’ 
pamphlets at his own expense. He givs the free 
use of Liberty Hall to the League, and generously 
aids in other directions. 

On Saturday evening after the lecture I enjoy a 
fine sleighride to the home of Joseph A. Conant. 
I havn't had a sleighride for years,and it was quite 
delightful to renew old memories as we sped over 
the snow in the brilliant moonlight. It is a quarter 
of a century, I guess, since I hay thus dashed over 
New England hills. Mr. Conant is a stalwart 
Liberal. He is the father of nine boys and two 
girls. He was a great-grandfather in his sixtieth 
year. Liberalism prevails in this big family, de- 
scendants of one of the first Puritan governors of 
Massachusetts. I had a pleasant visit at his home 
four miles out, returning Sunday morning. Sun- 
day was a busy day all round. I went to meeting 
three times, as most of the people did—to my own 
meeting in the morning; to Mr. Gilmore’s in the 
afternoon, and to Mr. Wheeler’s in the evening. 
The Christians didn’t want to debate on the holy 
Sabbath, and so the day was given up to these 
different services, and the debate continued on 
Monday and Tuesday. 

Among the friends I meet here, members of the 
Liberal League, etc., are Mr. and Mrs. Waldron; 


Geo. W. Eastman, who can hold his own with any- 


body, clergyman or otherwise; John McGill, an 
earnest worker; Mr. and Mrs. Grant; Dr. A. D. 
Sawyer; N. H. Martin; Geo. E. Bartlett; A. I. 
Rollins; W. T. Spear; J. F. Hacker, cousin of 
Jeremiah Hacker, the stalwart of nearly a hundred 
years; J. M. Wheeler, cashier of national bank; 
Cutts & Skates, proprietors of a large furniture 
establishment, etc.; J. S. Hall; Ole Johnson, and 
many others. Mrs. A. W. Hoyt attended all the 
debates and faithfully reported the points made to 
her sick husband, who could not attend on account 
of injuries received while in the war, but who is 
every inch a Freethinker and wanted to know how 
the intellectual battle was going on. 

A. O. French and Dennis Billington, representa- 
tivs of the Christian party, acted with the greatest 
fairness and courtesy. Mr. French is proprietor of 
a large business house, and acts on the square, and 
his creed doesn’t seem to hurt him a bit. If God 
has the same sense of fair dealing I don’t believe I 
shall suffer much in the world to come. 

In every way I hav enjoyed the campaign—good 
weather, good attendance, good people, and good 
cheer. 

I was pleased to meet Geo. E. Baxter, of Perth 
Center, New Brunswick, who occasionally lectures 
for the Liberal League and keeps our flag flying 
on the other side. G. B. Frizzell, of the Collins 
House, is a genial entertainer and supports me for 
the combat with plenty of home comforts. I also 
enjoy the hospitality of Mr. and Mrs. R. L. Baker. 
Mrs. Baker is not Liberal altogether as to creed, but 
liberal as to heart every time. And so are many of 
the Christians I hav met here. They don’t think 
me so very bad, after all.. They are apparently 
sorry that I am to be damned, but they don’t fret 
over it any more than I do. 

Daniel Hopkins, a Grand Army comrade, is 
pretty well posted up on Daniel in the lions’ den, 
the king’s image, the beast, the ten horns, etc., and 
givs me a good deal of information as concerns 
both the ancient and the modern world. He ex- 
pects the end will come—Gog and Magog will be 
in battle array, the way of the East will be open, 
etc. There are quite a number of Adventists in 
this community, but they are not so far advanced 
yet as the American Sentinel. 

Fort Fairfield, I guess, is the banner town of 
this Eastern country, and Liberty Hall will giv 
forth no uncertain sound for many a year to come. 

Samue. P. Purnam. 

Fort Fairfield, March 29, 1893. 


ge 
To My Liberal Friends. 

I propose to publish a pamphlet, the opening 
part of which appears in Tar Trura SEEKER 
this week, entitled, “Religion a Curse, Religion a 
Disease, Religion a Lie.” I consider that we are 
drifting into a most dangerous religious tyranny 
and war. It is not simply church and theology 
that we must oppose, but it is religion at the root 
of these, which is what I hav defined it to be. We 
must understand religion, and for the safety of the 
race we must destroy religion. I want this book 
to be widely read. It is important. Religion as 
the foe of humanity is not sufficiently understood. 
We do not realize its terrific nature. I hav written 
this book because I feel the necessity of speaking 
the plain truth. I challenge contradiction of my 
statements. Send to Taz Truru Seexer for this 


book. Circulate it. Price, 25 cents per copy. 
Samuzet P. Purnam. 
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Communications. 


Religion a Curse, Rongion a Disease, Religion 
a Lie. A 


DEDICATED TO THE AMERICAN CONGRESS WHICH FOR 
THE SAKE OF RELIGION HAS STABBED LIBERTY TO 
THE HEART. 

Whatever may be the essence of religion it inev- 
itably manifests itself in a belief in God. Exclude 
all idea of a deity and there is no support for re- 
ligion. A belief in immortality is the logical result 
of a belief in God. It is impossible to believe in 
God, that is, in infinite goodness, without believing 


in immortality. If the mind is restricted to this 


present world there is no possible demonstration of 
deity. Time is perfectly atheistical, absolutely 
godless. Itis only by the reflected light of eternity 
that any divinity is discoverable. Against the 
overwhelming logic of the ills that flesh is heir to; 
of the tragedies of life, of the horrors of human ex- 
perience, the theologian only finds refuge in the 
endless hereafter. Without a supernal world he is 
hors de combat. He must give his God another 
chance, or even he himself is compelled to admit 
that God is a failure. St. Paul declared that if 
this life were all then are we most miserable, 
thus frankly confessing that without immortality 
the deity is a stupendous fraud. And right St. 
Paul is, forif you take away from the believer in God 
the dream of immortality this life becomes to him a 
terrific puzzle, for he sees his God baffled at almost 
every point. Certainly the manifestation of God 
in this life is so weak, so pitiable, so contemptible, 
so useless, so beggarly, that he necds several eter- 
nities in which to vindicate his good name. It will 
take him a long period hereafter to make up for the 
infinite wrongs he now permits. I doubt if he 
ever can prove his. omnipotent benevolence—if 
through millions of eons he can wipe away the 
stain of his earthly defeat. No amount of deific 
splendor in the next world might make one fully 
forgive him his cruel derelictions in this. The 
only plea that one can possibly make is that of “no 
jurisdiction;” that this is the devil’s world, and the 
devil will give God no chance. God is “conspicu- 
ous by his absence,” so far as this life goes. ‘Thus 
religion is forced to a belief in immortality as a 
supplement to its belief in God. Take away im- 
mortality and religion would perish of despair— 
for it could no longer defend its God at the bar of 
human reason. 

Thus religion ever has and ever will express 
itself in these two beliefs, God and Immortality— 
and when I speak of religion I speak of that in 
man which necessarily and logically affirms these 
dogmas. 

It might be possible to so subtly define religion 
as to separate it as a feeling from these dogmas, 
but as a matter of fact this has never been done. 
No religion has ever existed without a belief in 
God and Immortality in some form. A simple 
belief in Immortality without a belief in God does 
not constitute a religion. I do not consider 
Spiritualism a religion. Itis simply a philosophy. 
To believe that I exist to-day does not make me re- 
ligious; to believe that I will exist to-morrow does 
not make me religious, and so a belief in existence 
hereafter as a continuation of this existence, pro- 
vided that belief is based on present experience, 
does not make one religious. So when I say that 
religion is a curse, I do not mean to say that Secu- 
lar and scientific Spiritualism is a curse, or even a 
folly. It is simply a human natural belief like a 
belief in continued life on this planet, and does not 
involve religion. If Spiritualism does become a 
religion by insisting upon a belief in God, then it 
is not only a folly but a curse, and must perish in 
the pathway of civilization. There are Spiritualists 
and Spiritualists. The Secular Spiritualist is with 
us, the religious or godly Spiritualist is against us. 

One on evidence can believe in a future life with- 
out believing in God; but one cannot believe in 
God without believing in a future life, but a belief 
in a future life on a theistic basis is entirely 
different from a belief in a future life on a natural 
basis. 

Therefore in what might be called common sense 
Spiritualism there is no such thing as religion. 

There is no such thing as a “Religion of Hu- 
manity.” Comte has failed in his efforts. There 
might be a theology without a religion; but there 
cannot be a religion without a theology. Religion 
involves worship; for if one believes in a God, he 
will worship that God. But one cannot worship 
humanity. There are noble qualities or attributes 
in humanity; but one cannot worship a quality, or 
an attribute. He must worship a being. Comte 
endeavored to make a supreme being out of hu- 
manity. But there is no such thing. Humanity 


is composed of individuals, and the individual being 
is to our experience the greatest being. Put a 
million individuals together, and you do not increase 
the quality of their being. There is no added 
dignity. You have no supreme being, only the 
individual still. Hence the worship of humanity is 
simply the worship of some individual, and such 
worship is degrading, and of course contrary to the 
idea of Comte. Comte as a matter of fact invented 
a huge abstraction, which is after all only a kind of 
God and has no real existence. Comte rejected 
theology, but accepted its outer habiliments, its 
husks; but religion cannot feed upon these, and 
hence the ‘religion of humanity” is dead. 

The sentiment of humanity is something entirely 
different from the “religion” of humanity. The 
sentiments of love, devotion, self-sacrifice, exist in 
and of themselves, and require no religious founda- 
tion. When I speak against religion, I do not 
speak against a single natural sentiment of human- 
ity, I want to distinguish religion from all these. 
Spencer's “ religion of the unknowable” is also an 
absurdity. Religion is not a thought, I grant, but 
a feeling. But feeling is founded on sensation, 
and sensation must involve knowledge. In order 
to feel anything you must sense it, and therefore 
to feel anything in regard to the “unknowable” 
one must “sense” it, and if one senses the “ un- 
knowable” then he must have some knowledge of 
it. The infant can give no intellectual . definition 
of its means of sustenance, but will anyone affirm 
that to the childish mind the breasts of the mother 
are “unknowable?” As well assert that the sus- 
tenance of poetry is unknowable to the poet’s, or 
that the sustenance of religion is unknowable to 
the believer’s, mind. The poet cannot always ex- 
plain the origin of his ineffable ecstasy, but will 
anyone affirm that it originates in absolute igno- 
rance? Ii there is in this universe such a thing as 
the “ unknowable” we cannot possibly conceive it, 
or picture it, and therefore we cannot possibly have 
any feeling concerning it, and therefore there can 
be no “ religion of the unknowable.” 

The endeavor to save religion to science or 
humanity is absolutely useless. It cannot be done. 
The curse cannot be taken from religion by seek- 
ing to change its nature, or its meaning. 

In affirming that religion is a curse—not inci- 
dentally, but essentially—it is necessary that we 
know what religion is. Tke tree is known by its 
fruits, and in this way we must know religion. 

Religion is inseparable, as I have said, from the 
God-idea. 

What is the God-idea ? 

I do not see how it is possible to understand 
God in any other sense than as a personality. An 
“impersonal God” is a contradiction in terms. 
The “God of nature” if it means anything more 
than force means a person. -If you ceall it “ pur- 
pose,” “ intelligence,” “‘ mind,” or even only “ tend- 
ency,” it must still be a personality. If thereis a 
choice in the “tendency” it must be a personal 
choice. If there is no choice, then why call it God? 
It is no more “ God” than the running of water 
downhill is “God.” Pantheism if it means any- 
thing must mean that the whole universe is the ex- 
pression of a personality. How can pantheism be 
any different from Atheism if it does not mean this? 
Atheism recognizes universal force, but that force 
is neither good nor evil as universal. It is only 
good or evil when partially considered—that is, 
when it is in relations. But pantheism asserts that 
the universal force is good. How can it be good in 
any real sense except it chooses tobe good? How 
can it be worthy of any reverence unless its good- 
ness is the result of a personal effort? In other 
words, pantheism simply means that all force is 
thought-force or will-force, and it is this which 
Atheism denies. There can be no will-force, how- 
ever, without a personality. 

God therefore, however vaguely and variously the 
term may be used, is a personality. 

There can be no religion therefore without a 
belief in a personal God, or at any rate in a personal 
manifestation of God like Christ or Buddha in 
which is centered the religious feeling and hope. 

There is no religion without some supernatural 
being as the object of its worship. 

With these explanations let me a give a definition 
of religion which I believe to be perfectly historic 
and scientific. : 

Religion is that feeling in humanity which always 
results in a belief in God, in a personal God or a 
personal manifestation of God; and also results in 
a belief in immortality as necessary to the vindica- 
tion of the justice and goodness of God; and it also 
results necessarily in worship, in order to obtain the 
good will of God as the supreme ruler, and to en- 
joy the rewards of the hereafter, wherein the per- 
fections of God will be victorious. 

I propose to show that religion, thus defined, 


with its attendant results is a curse to humanity, 
and therefore should be utterly abolished. It is a 
purely savage feeling, a barbaric belief, and unfit 
for man’s highest civilization. It is the foe of 
liberty and the enemy of human progress. History 
proves this, and analysis of the feeling as such will 
declare why it has been so. 

Desperate attempts have been made to save the 
name of religion, as if religion in ‘itself wre a 
precious jewel—only it has been “in the rough,” 
they.say; in bad company and has never shown its 
pure brilliancy. Clear religion, it is said, of its 
unfavorable surrounding and it will be a beautiful 
thing—a benefit to humanity. Religion is not a 
jewel. It isa dagger—a bloody dagger. It is a 
dagger in its very nature. Brighten it up and it 
will be a dagger still. Wipe off the blood and its 
dazzling blade is still ready for slaughter. You 
cannot change that dagger into a jewel to sbine in 
peaceful luster. All the ornaments of religion aré 
but the ornaments of a weapon of death. 

It is said that the numberless cruelties of religion 
are the fruits of its abuse, and not of its real nature. 
Is it possible that the abuse of a naturally good 
thing could result in such unmitigated evil? If it 
could be shown that religion has benefited the 
race, it might be admitted that the evil it bas done 
was not normal, but abnormal. But religion has 
never benefited the race—it has never given it one 
truth, one art, one invention, or one discovery. It 
has been a murderer and a despot from the beginning. 
It has slain millions of the human race and has not 
preserved one single human life. It has always 
opposed science. It has imprisoned the noblest of 
mankind; put them to the torture and to death. 
The dungeon, the cross, the fagot, and the chain 


have been its constant aids. It is nonsense to say 


that the abuse of a naturally good thing would 
result in such infinite havoc. Liberty is a raturally 
good thing, and the abuse of liberty has been 
simply terrible; but over against this abuse behold 
the glory that has been achieved through liberty— 
the hights that have been won, the genius displayed, 
the knowledge acquired, the virtues attained. In 
spite of all abuse liberty has been an infinite bless- 
ing. But religion can show no such record as 
against its dark and bloody deeds. It cannot 
square the account. It has not a single credit 
mark. It has been evil, and evil only. Not one 
virtue has it ever given to humanity—not one ray 
of light or genuine hope. It has never planted one 
seed, or reaped one golden harvest. It is in its 
very nature a curse, and history is my witness. It 
is impossible for a thing really good to be the 
source of so much misery. What is so everlastingly 
bad in its effects must be bad at its fountainhead, 
and this I affirm. 

An effort has been made by many liberal-minded 
religious people to shift the responsibility from 
religion to theology. It is theology that is the 
source of these evils, they say, not religion per se. 
I deny this, and affirm that it is religion itself that 
is the curse, and not the theology that accompanies 
it. Theology is the child of religion—its intellectual 
offspring—but the child is not the criminal, but the 
father. If the child is cruel, it is because the father 
is cruel. Religion is the root, and theology is the 
flower, and the bitterness of the root has ever made 
poisonous the flower, so that it has breathed 
destruction. 

Theology is a purely intellectual affair, and simply 
as such is perfectly innocent. The theologian 
simply as a theologian would no more persecute 
than the mathematician as a mathematician would 
persecute. Keep theology entirely within intellect- 
ual influences and it would be as gentle as philos- 
ophy or poetry, or pure metaphysics. It would be 
merely a mental amusement careless of acceptance 
or non-acceptance. It is only when feeling is in- 
volved that the theologicum odium is aroused. 
The mathematician would be equally cruel if the 
same feeling co-existed with his mental operations. 
If the eternal happiness of the mathematician was 
endangered by a non-belief in the theorem that 
the square of the hypothenuse is equal to the sum: 
of the square of the other two sides of a triangle, 
he would instantly persecute everyone who would 
not accept the theorem. Or if he was convinced 
that a denial of this theorem was necessary to his 
eternal happiness, he would not only deny it 
himself, but draw the sword and compel everybody 
else to deny it, and imprison and kill those who 
affirmed it. The purely intellectual man would 
never persecute, be he theologian or mathematician ; 
but when his intellect becomes the slave of feeling 
then the spirit of persecution is aroused. Religion 
the feeling, and not theology the intellectual per- 
ception, has been the source of every persecution, 
and ıt is absurd to try to vindicate religion at the 
expense of theology. It won’t do. Neither his- 
tory, nor science, nor human nature admits the 
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evasion. Theology has been hideous and damnable, 
but it is religion that has made it so. Take away 

religion and theology would sink into “innocuous 

desuetude.” It would then become an intellectual 
'toy—a plaything of the imagination, a will-o’-wisp 
of the fancy. But join religion with theology and 
it is at once a cruel beast, like its progenitor. 

If I bring theology to the bar of human judg- 
ment, I bring it simply as the accomplice of religion. 
Religion is the instigator of every crime which 
theology hag sanctioned. Theology has simply 
followed after; it has not gone before. Religion is 
the master, theology is the perpetual slave. Kill 
religion and you will kill theology; but kill all 
present forms of theology and new forms will 
appear, still partaking of the dark and bitter fountain 

- from whence they spring. It is useless to fight 
theclogy merely. It is religion itself that must be 
exterminated, and then theology will trouble us no 
more. 

It is said that religion is a beautiful thing: So 
‘is the tiger beautiful when it is not mad. What is 
more beautiful than its graceful antics? So is 
the serpent beautiful when it is not angered. 
What is more charming than a snake? What glo- 
rious colors it has. What delightful movements. 
What exquisite grace. But the nature of the tiger 
and the snake exist in spite of their beautiful ap- 
pearances. Yes, religion is beautiful, wonderfully 
attractive. It charms the eye and ear. Behold its 
gorgeous temples, its majestic statues, its enchant- 
ing pictures, its gloom irradiant with colors soft 
and thrilling. Listen to its solemn music, its 
chants, its sweet songs, its alluring voices. Yes, 
religion is beautiful. Its service is magnificent. 
It awes and sibdues. The worshipers bow with 
rapture. Yes, religion untouched seems as peace- 
ful as a poetic dream—it flows along a limpid 
shining stream—and who could think for a moment 
that there could be any terror in this lovely appa- 
rition, that it could torture and slay, that it was 
more cruel than the grave, that its music could 
turn to groans—its songs to tears—its temples to 
dungeons? 

Ah, the ocean is beautiful, beautiful in its sunny 
glory, beautiful as it breaks in white splendor all 
along the sunny beach, beautiful in its calm blue 
depths beneath the calm blue sky, beautiful as 
it flows against the silver morn or golden eve; 
beautiful as the ship speeds merrily over its azure 

_ plain; beautiful as the stars are mirrored in its soft 
expanse; beautiful as it mingles with the moonlight 
on dark-browed rocks; beautiful as the chambered 
nautilus sails along its diamond surface; beautiful as 
we daintily play with its glittering billows, and the 
boat rocks to our happy dreams and the far-off 
horizon seems like Cleopatra’s jewel melting in the 
glorious effulgence of the purple of the sea. Oh, it 
is beautiful, but let the breast of that peaceful 
ocean be smitten by the storm, let the hurricane 
come, where is the beauty then? Lostin terror, in 
shipwreck, and in death. Then everywhere the sea 
becomes a raging monster; it lashes the shores, it 
hurls thousands to destruction; it is an immeasur- 
able horror. 

So with religion, beautiful when summer’s peace 
is brooding over it, but let religion be struck with 
fear, let it feel that its pomp and power are en- 
dangered, that it must preserve itself, and it be- 
comes a monster, it fights like the wild beast, it 
bites like a serpent. It rends, it tears, it crushes, 
it devours, it kills. It is like the mighty ocean 
when the whirlwind is sweeping overit. Its beauty 
vanishes in immeasurable gloom. Then the tiger, 
the serpent nature of this beautiful religion is 
revealed. 

Tt does not seem as if a belief in God and im- 
mortality could be so cruel. How can a belief in 
infinite goodness make oneinfinitely devilish? How 
can a belief in eternal existence kindle the fires of 
dark damnation? Yet it is so. These two beliefs 
have been the most dang<rous in all human history. 
Dominating the mind, intensely held, they have 
transformed man to a tiger. It is strange that 
what appears so beautiful in itself, so sublime and 
precious, should be the source of the greatest 
horrors. One would think that a belief in God 
would make one kind and charitable. That the 
dream of immortality would suffuse life with meas- 
ureless sweetness. But these beliefs have had the 
exactly opposite effect. Regarded as the greatest 
of blessings they have really been the greatest of 
curses. It is religion that has made them so. If 
these beliefs had been purely scientific they would 
indeed have been a “thing of beauty and a joy 
forever.” If God aud Immortality had been the 
gifts of science, how noble they would have been, 
how infinitely splendid. What warmth and brill- 
iance they would have shed on human life. ; What 
grace and magnificence they would have given to 
human toil. But being, not the gifts of science, 


but the creatures of religious feeling, they have 
been a bloody paraphernalia along man’s pathway. 
The face of God has been the face of a fiend, and 
the dream of immortality an eternal hell. 

This is simply a fact, attested by a thousand wars, 
a million murders. I will endeavor to explain this 
fact and show that religion in its very nature must 
be cruel. 

Religion originates in a desire for happiness. It 
is not that desire simply in itself, but the intensi- 
fication, the crystallization, the abnormal emphasis 
ofthat desire. It is that desire made determinate, 
all-absorbing and all-commanding. 

The very nature of religion therefore is absolute 
selfishness. It originates in selfishness. It is the 
expression of selfishness. From beginning to end 
it is a colossal egotism. It is more selfish than the 
desire for food by the hungry man, or for warmth 
by the naked wanderer. 

How often it has been declared that religion is 
self-sacrificing ; that it is indeed in its very essence 
self-sacrifice. There never was a falser idea; 
there never was an act-of religion that did not 
pertain to self; that did not begin with self and 
end with self. There is not a particle of gen- 
erosity, of self-abandon, of real kindness in 
religion. Religious sacrifices I admit, always 
sacrifices, but it never sacrifices itself. It sacri- 
fices a lesser good to a higher—the little self 
to the larger selfi—that is all. Self is not for- 
gotten or obliterated. Religion has been one long 
record of sacrifices—sacrifices of millions of men, of 
doves, of sheep, of oxen, of the fruits of the earth. 
Religion is nothing but sacrifice, we might say, 
but never self-sacrifice. I challenge the pro- 
duction of one single deed of real self-sacrifice 
in all human history that has been the result of the 
religious motive. Great acts have been done for 
religion’s sake—acts of heroism and splendor, 
romantic acts—but these acts have been all for the 
glory of the self. Armies have been led to mighty 
battles, innumerable sufferings have been borne, 
dangers dared, death encountered, for religion’s 
sake, still the ulterior motive has been the exalta- 
tion of self. Samug. P. Purnam. 

(TO BE CONTINUED.) 


A Compend of Anti-religion and Science. 


“The Creation of God,” is the title of a book by 
Dr. Jacob Hartmann, a graduate of American, 
Canadian, and British medical schools, and univer- 
sities and other institutions of learning. 

We beg to call especial attention to this work. 
It is original in its conception; bold and fearless 
in its expression; free from prejudice or bigotry; 
profound in thought; full of facts, truth, scientific 
and historical data; concise in its arrangement; 
plain in its statement; clear and popular in its 
language. The scientific part is comprehensiv, 
easily understood, abounding in useful and prac- 
tical information. It is not a production to be 
simply glanced at and thrown aside; not written 
for the moment, to excite the passions and emo- 
tions; but a book that must undoubtedly be re- 
garded as among the standard works, classic in its 
character. It must be studied, thought over; and 
this will call forth ideas and exercise the reasoning 
faculties. It is full of useful knowledge. It is a 
text-book that will not be affected by age, that can 
be read and reread with interest and profit. It is 
nowhere tedious, always instructiv, apprehensible, 
and entertaining. Of whatever bias or belief any 
individual may be, he or she will certainly be much 
improved mentally by reading the contents of this 
book. 

There are thirty chapters, and each chapter is 
an essay of itself, treating the subject thoroughly, 
bringing the most important points prominently 
and clearly before the mind. The first four chap- 
ters are devoted to the consideration of the chief 
aspects of the natural universe—our own solar and 
planetary system, their relativ size, distance, and 
constituents, also distant stars, planets, and sys- 
tems, a8 far as the human intellect has up to 
modern times discovered by astronomical research, 
painting the insignificance of our own sun with its 
planets, satellites, etc., compared with the incalcu- 
lable number of other systems, suns and planets, 
their vast number and magnitude, their respectiv 
situations in infinit space. Such facts are recited, 
for instance, as that the sun, notwithstanding its 
so-called prodigious volume, is comparativly but a 
mere speck, appearing, when viewed from other 
remote planets, as a star perhaps of the second, 
third, or fourth magnitude. This terrestrial globe 
is discussed—its gaseous, fluid, and solid state; the 
earth’s crust, the geological formation, its age, its 
constant elementary changes; its products, vege- 
table and animal life; its motion, variations, and 
phenomena; the antiquity and evolution of the 


various organic kingdoms; the atmosphere, its 
composition, influence, and saturating power, its 
relation to life and the laws governing the same ; 
the chemical elementary substances, a subject of 
paramount importance. Here we will delay to re- 
mark that this last is a subject that every person 
ought to be more or lcss familiar with, since these 
elements enter into the composition and construc- 
tion of everything celestial and terrestrial, animate 
or inanimate. Nothing can exist or ever existed 


without them; everything that has ever been pro- . . 
duced or is being produced, from a simple proto- 
plasm to an electric battery, is composed of them. 
This part shows the momentous role the vitalizing 
element, oxygen, with hydrogen, carbon, and ni- 
trogen, play in organic life. 


The subject of the fourth chapter, the sun, can 


not be overestimated. The facts dealt with are so 
extraordinary that the soberest hypothesis must ap- 
pear extravagant. 
reflection that we can fully appreciate the sun’s 
power and value; that we can learn something of 
its relationship to life—that the sun is the source, 
mediately or immediately, of all vegetable and 
animal life. 
and the air gaseous, the storms are agitated and 
the winds blown, etc. 


It is only by careful study and 


By his warmth the sea is kept liquid 


The author demonstrates in these introductory 


chapters that, search where you will in the universe, 
suns, stars, planets, satellites, this terrestrial globe, 
its atmosphere, infinit space, chemical constituents, 
animal and vegetable life, all, all, everything known, 
is found to be natural, governed by natural laws ; 
and not a vestige, not the remotest shadow, of any- 
thing supernatural, of a God or gods, is to be found. 
It demonstrates that the sun sets all this wonder- 
ful machinery in motion, exerts all the power that 
is exerted both physically and physiologically. 


The scriptural criticism is certainly new and 
striking. The doctor proves beyond a possibility 
of contradiction that the first ten chapters of Gene- 
sis are an imaginary production, of fabulous origin 
—stories told and handed down thousands of years 
perhaps before the supposed creation was to hav 
occurred. The author makes it clearly manifest 
that the creation of man, as represented in the Bible, 
is an absurdity, an impossibility. Man cannot be 
made out of dust, because more than two-thirds of 
water: enters into his composition. The author 
makes it clear that the story was composed by 
some prolific brain when the human family had 
attained a high degree of civilization. He shows 
that the story of a universal deluge is as frivolous 
as it is false; that it is ridiculous in modern times 
to entertain an absurdity so palpable as that a rise 
of twenty-six feet of water could cover highlands 
and mountains ranging from three to eighteen 
thousand feet above the level of the sea. How the 


idea of God originated is fully discussed, and the 


mental process that led to the formation of idols, 
their worship and religious ceremonies. From 
the time of Terah’s apostasy, Abraham’s reforma- 
tion and his banishment for heresy and blasphemy 
against the Chaldean idols, to Christ’s coming, the 
principal characters are analyzed and shown to be 
human, by thought and deed. It is made plain 
that the peculiar phraseology, cant sayings, sub- 
terfuges, miracles, wonder-workings, and super- 
natural padding are the proper offspring of the 
then existing barbarism, ignorance, and supersti- 
tion, constituting the peculiar politics of the day. 
The doctor reviews the patriarchal, Egyptian, and 
theocratic periods; the struggle for national life, 
first under the leadership of General Moses, the 
hero and savior of Egypt, the originator of Jehovah, 
the ambitious, scheming, intriguing politician; 
then under his followers of the time of Samuel, the 
Warwick of antiquity, the stern, bloodthirsty priest 
and general who led the nation to the zenith of its 
glory and greatness, making Saul and David kings; 
the movement culminating with the profligate, licen- 
tious debaucher Solomon, who ruined the nation ; 
thence through the several centuries of theocratic 
and monarchial form of government, during which 
there were continual quarrels, dissensions, and 
bloody crimes and barbarism, terminating in their 
captivity and dispersion, with the so-called Lost 
Tribes returning to idolatry, while two are pre- 
served by the Levites, the priestly tribe. The in- 
terest never seems to flag. Vigor and graphical- 
ness mark the recital, and curiosity grows more 
intense as the reader proceeds from chapter to 
chapter. 

The principles of life, the animal machine, deserve 
and obtain special attention. The master tissues 
of the body, as the author designates the muscular 
and nervous tissues, these perform tke work of the 
body, consume the elaborated food and throw off 
the waste material. The muscular tissues perform 
for their function all the mechanical labor; while 
the nervous tissues, the brain, spinal cord, etc., 
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direct or guide them, thought, recollection, im-| T. B. Wakeman delivered a very interesting lect- 


agination, etc., etc., being the proper functions of 
the brain. the author advocates the view 
that nothing can be conscious except brain matter, 
and only through brain matter can intellect, under- 
standing, wisdom, etc., be produced, and what is 
known as mind, soul, or spirit—these all being one 
and the same thing—has no existence apart from 
nervous organization; all the unseen forces are the 
products of chemical combination, vitalized or non- 
vitalized. All other organs, we are given to under- 
stand, are subservient to the master tissues. 

The chapter on Alcohol and its Effects upon the 
master tissues everyone ought to read. It is a 
remarkable chapter, and deserves the closest atten- 
tion. 

It is impossible in this brief review to do justice 
to this excellent work, valuable for its helpful 
information. It must be read and studied to be 
appreciated. The book, though in part antagonistic 
to the prevailing beliefs or opinions, bigotry or 
prejudice, should be obtained and read by every 
thinker. ‘The Creation of God” we unhesitatingly 
pronounce a fit companion for any book or class of 
books in any library. 


Liberal Societies. 


«“TheGlad Tidingsof Easter ” was the subject of 
Professor Adler’s lecture in Chickering Hall last 
Sunday morning. Every seat in the hall was taken 
and more than a hundred people were forced to 
stand. The following is a synopsis of the pro- 
fessor’s remarks: 

“The tidings of Easter are, in the first place, 
that spring is coming. This is sufficient to send a 
gleam of gladness into the heart. But from times 
of old men hav been accustomed to giv spiritual 
significance to the coming of spring. After a long 
period of stagnation comes the rejuvenation. Can 
we predict for man the perennial rejuvenation ? 

«I was in Florence a year ago; I hav never been 
in a city that impressed me more. But I doubt if 
there was one thing that made a deeper impression 
on me than did Ira Giovanni Angelico’s painting 
of the crucifixion in the convent of San Marco. 
There are thousands of paintings of the crucifixion ; 
artists seem to harp on that subject. The reason 
undoubtedly is that it givs them an opportunity to 
represent the tale of sorrow that is so common. 
But in all of these paintings the face of Jesus is the 
common type of the country wherein it was 
painted. Every artist has put his own conception 
of sorrow into the face of Christ. Here it is the 
sorrow of the dull, stupid peasant. There the 
sorrow represented is that which can only be 
ameliorated by supplicating heaven. But what 
struck me in the face of Fra Angelico’s Christ was 
that it was so different from any of these. It was 
the face of a high intellectual being who seemed to 
see that there must be sorrow in order that there 
may be joy. 

“The message of Easter is of the life that comes 
out of death. It is of the joy that comes out of 
sorrow. Its tidings are not for those who are 
naturally joyous; they are not for the happy 
maidens and youths. The message of Easter is to 
those who are in trouble; it is to tell them of a joy 
that is possible. 

“« When I speak of those in trouble I hav in mind 
three classes. First those who are troubled with 
a guilty conscience. There are many whoare guilty 
of wrong-doing, but of these it is only the better 

class who are troubled with the pangs of conscience. 
It is a sign of self-respect; let the wrong-doers who 
are thus troubled be not discouraged but begin 
anew. According to the teachings of Christianity 
man is naturally bad. According to the teachings 
of Christ man is naturally good. In this the teach- 
ings of Christ are diametrically opposed to those of 
Christianity. 7 


“The second class I hav in view are the parents | 


who hav been unsuccessful in their efforts to bring 
up their children properly. They should not despair, 
but rather should feel better able to succeed on the 
second trial. The third class consists of those who 
are attempting the erection of a nation. Here my 
thoughts revert once more to the subject of last 
Sunday’s lecture. The more the Russian revolu- 
tionists are persecuted the more they feel that right 
and truth will eventually prevail; and this shows 
us that nothing can giv us faith in truth and justice 
but deeds. i 

“To-day there is repeated in all churches the 
story of one who died a martyr's death. All 
reverence and all honor to him—Jesus of Nazareth. 
But his was after all but the type of that martyr- 
dom which is much greater than his, that of the 
human race, which has been crucified thousands of 
times and died thousands of deaths.” 

Next Sunday Professor Adler will lecture on 
“The Anti-Semitic Movement in Germany.” 


in the place of the old, so in religion. 


ure before the Newark Liberal League last Sunday. 
“How to Sustain the Disillusioned in Religion” 
was the title of his lecture. In opening Mr. Wake- 
man said : 

“This day is the birthday of spring. It is 
called Easter, after Eastre who was the goddess of 
spring and light. Itis a day of happiness. We 
owe it to no one in particular, and we do not pro- 
pose to let any one sect claim it as theirs. 

“I hav frequently been asked the question, 
‘What are you going to giv us in place of the 
religion you hav taken from us? I always tell 
those who ask this question that we will sustain 
them by giving them a new religion which is higher 
and better than the old. The difficulty has been 
that Liberals were compelled by their position to 
assume the analytical instead of the synthetical 
course. But as in government the object of all 
revolution is to put a new and better government 
We can’t 
destroy religion (using the word properly). But 
we can replace the old religion by one which is 
higher and better and which will hold us closer to- 
gether.” 

Mr. Wakeman then compared the ideas of the 
ancient Hebrews with those held by the people of 
to-day. Their ideas were suited to their knowledge, 
and so we must suit our own ideas to our knowl- 
edge. The lecturer also told how he could take 
the symbols of any religion and explain them so 
that they would suitthenew. Continuing he said: 

“In place of the little personal god you were 
worshiping, we giv a higher and a better one. 
When I am asked if I believe in a God, I say, 
‘Yes, a bigger one than you hav any idea about.’ 
That god is the universe. We destroy something 
that was never seen and replace it by something 
that you can seeallaround you. In place of Christ, 
we giv you Humanity; and instead of the Holy 
Ghost we hav the common life and love of the 
world.” 

Among those who spoke after Mr. Wakeman 
were Mrs. Smith, Messrs. Bird, Walker, Mayo, 
Morris, Place, Brill, and Burton. Messrs. Place 
and Burton spoke against the lecturer, but so 
flabbergasted was the former by the first words of 
Mr. Wakeman’s reply to his adverse critics, that he 
left the room without waiting for the end. 

Evidently the members of the Manhattan Liberal 
Club are not thoroughly inculcated with the im- 
portance of keeping religious holidays, for despite 
the fact that it was Good Friday and Passover, 
the meeting-room was well filled on the 31st. C. 
L. Schwartz lectured on “Capital Punishment.” 
The lecturer reviewed the various methods that hav 
been used to decapitate criminals. He also spoke 
at some length, and without any dulcification, of 
the barbarous methods of the inquisitors. Mr. 
Schwartz concluded by saying that he objected to 
capital punishment for three reasons; viz.: it en- 
tails expense, it is demoralizing in its effects on the 
community, and it is unpleasant. 

The critics were Mr. Macdonald, Mrs. Leonard, 
Dr. Weeks, and Mr. Oppenheimer. Next Friday 
evening Mohamet Alexander Webb will lecture. 


Mr. H. Nichols delivered an address on the 
« Silver Question” before the Brooklyn Philosoph- 
ical Society. The lecturer said that the country 
had been declining yearly since 1866, when gold 
and silver was the currency of the country. Mr. 
Nichols thought that Mr. Sherman’s attitude on the 
silver question was prompted by a strong regard 
“ for revenue only.” Among those who replied to 
the lecturer were Messrs. Hanson, Beers, Elwell, 
and Stone. Next Sunday Dr. Holbrook will lecture 
on “The Evolution of the Marriage Relations.” 


A Congress of J Freethinkers. 


I hav just read in last week's Trura Serger Mr. 
John E. Remsburg’s call for a World’s Fair Con- 
gress of Freethinkers. Thisis a very commendable 
object. The different religious denominations are 
to hav gatherings of this kind, and nothing would 


| be more appropriate than for the friends of Free- 


thought to do the same. We are sure that such a 
gathering could be made a grand success, and 
its influence an inspiration to universal mental 
liberty for many years to come. Let every Free- 
thinker in the land giv his.or her aid toward the 
fulfillment of Mr. Remsburg’s call. Last evening I 
delivered a lecture in this city on “The Evidences 
of Christianity Tested.” Springfield is a priest- 
ridden place, and Liberals are strictly in the 
minority. However, the Illinois State Journal in 
this morning's issue did me honor by displaying 
the true spirit of Christian bigotry. This is the 
first time, I believe, that a Springfield paper has 
taken notice of a Freethought lecture, and here it 
is: . 


OENTURIES OF DELUSION. 

“ Popular Evidences in Favor of Christianity Tested,” 
was the subject of a lecture by Franklin Steiner last 
evening in the supervisor’s room. Mr. Steiner or the 
man who wrote the lecture for him has started to prove 
that the majority of the world’s population hav been 
seriously deluded for over eighteen hundred years. At 
the close of his lecture he offered for sale Ingersoll souve- 
nir spoons, and books bearing on the subject of his 
talk. The attendance was small. 

Now, the little penny-a-line scribe who wrote the 
above is not aware of the fact that Mr. Steiner’s 
lectures are not written at all. Hence the man 
whom the Journal refers to could not hav written 
it for him, whoever that man maybe. Possibly, as 
some reporter for the Journal is so well informed 
concerning my affairs, he can tell me who it is that 
writes my lectures, and can tell me another thing 
that I did not know before—that the lecture de- 
livered in Springfield last evening was ever in 
manuscript? ‘Who is it that believes that the 
majority of mankind hav been deluded for ‘over 
eighteen hundred years? Here, our scribbler is 


‘not aware of the fact that the majority of mankind 


are not Christians. This is so nevertheless, and 
therefore the Christian believes that the majority of 
mankind hav been deluded—not for eighteen hun- 
dred years, but for over two thousand years. Rev. 
George W. Northrup, president of the Morgan 
Park Theological Seminary, at the meeting of the 
American Baptist Missionary Union two years ago 
made this statement: “There are to-day one billion 
heathens, while at the beginning of the Christian 
era there were only six hundred millions, an actual 
increase of four hundred millions after the lapse of 
eighteen centuries. Again, during the era of 
modern missions—the last one hundred yeats— 
the heathen population has increased two hundred 
millions, while the number converted to Christianity 
from the whole heathen world is estimated at 
three millions.” 

Not only, according to the Christian scheme, hav 
the majority of the human race been deluded for 
over eighteen hundred years, but more are de- 
luded to-day than there were eighteen hundred 
years ago! Yet we must not say that there is a 
possibility of Christians themselvs being deluded. 
Oh, no. f FRANKLIN STEINER. 

Springfield, Tl., March 28, 1893. 


Items of Foreign News Interesting to Free- 
thinkers, 


The Socialistic local government of Roubais, 
France, has vetoed every item on the city budget 
which directly or indirectly appropriated money for 
churches and other clerical institutions. 


A new Freethought paper has seen the light at 
Barcelona, Spain. It has been named La Piqueta 
del Libre Pensamiento (The Freethought Picket), 
and its editor is the well-known Freethinker E. 
Moreno Acosta. 


Mr. Hildebrandt, of Berlin, Germany, has been 
sentenced to prison by the German supreme court. 
Tne wicked man had in his brochure, « A Modern 
Infidel Letter,” said a few plain truths about the 
Christian church. 

The Freethought society at Creil, France, has 
been quite unfortunate during the past year, hav- 
ing lost eight prominent members by death; but 
we are proud to state that in each case the deceased 
was buried without the assistance of a sky pilot and 
ghostly mumbling of nonsense. 


Liberty of conscience is guaranteed by the Ger- 
man state constitution. But then theory is one 
thing, practice another. Seven men appearing be- 
fore court at Barmen refused to take the oath. 
“An Atheist has no legal rights in a court of law,” 
said the presiding judge. This is German liberty. 


The late English clergyman, J. Spurrell, D.D., 
must hav had a hard time getting by St. Peter and 
being allowed to pick out his harp and crown. 
The orthodox disciple of the Galilean left a fortune 
of over $2,400,000. But perhaps the passage 
about the camel and the eye of the needle should 
be taken in a Pickwickian sense only. 

The abbot of Neaurtzu cloister in Roumania, Dr. 
Joseph Moschénai, has caused quite a sensation in 
Bucharest by a letter of his published in one of the 
daily papers in which he states that he had to leave 
the cloister on account of the life led by the monks 
which was in the highest degree beastly. The 
abbot can find the same state of affairs all over. 


Holy Germans entered the Freethinkers’ Hall in 
Berlin and distributed tracts. The fact that but a 
few consented to take one made “home mission ” 
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workers mad, and they caused a disturbance. No 
legal redress was possible, as the “home mission” 
is specially favored by the government. The Free- 
thinkers should find out whether this rule cannot 
be worked both ways. 


A rare treat in the line of Freethought. lectures 
is in store for the American Freethinkers. The 
fact is that our friend Victor E. Lennstrand will 
during the summer deliver a series of lectures here 
in the United States. Mr. Lennstrand is a splendid 
lecturer and debater, and besides is one of Free- 
thought’s martyrs, which can but lend additional 
interest to his coming. 


Dr. Heilberg, the well-known peace advocate, re- 
cently gave a lecture before the Humboldt Society 
for Popular Education, at Leipzig. Our societies 
should follow the example set by the German Free- 
thought society. ‘Che discussion which follows a 
lecture like that of Dr. Heilberg’s—*The Idea of 
Universal Peace”—will giv an excellent opportunity 
for vigorous attack on Christianity, the religion of 
war. 


In spite of his advanced age Prof. Ludwig 
Buchner, M.D., the well-known author of “ Force 
and Matter,” and president of the German Free. 
thought Federation, seems to hav lost none of his 
youthful vigor. Jan. 31, 1898, the professor gave 
in Munich a lecture attended by over a thousand 
people on “Progress and Development of the 
Natural Sciences.” ‘Che hall of the Freereligious 
Society was so crowded that men like Professor 
Ziemsen had to stand up. 


Socialism. 

The priest claims that all human government, 
good or bad, is by divine. authority or permission. 
This theory is an invention of the priests, and is the 
bulwark of tyrants. Freethinkers unite in its de- 
nunciation. 

But some few Liberals, without one thought, 
swing tothe opposit extreme and advocate anarchy 
—a primitiv social condition with no fixed authority 
—a ccndition about like that of a herd of buffaloes 
where the biggest bull roams free. - To a reason- 
able Liberal it is somewhat discouraging to witness 
an ex-reverend stated lecturer in a large Liberal 
hall in this city declare he would not vote at all; 
that if he did he would thereby recognize govern- 
ment, the rights and need of which he denied. 
Now, when one starts on a toboggan slide it is 
well to know that there is a bottom somewhere. 

Our federal Constitution would do fairly well if 
Congressmen would stop violating it by passing 
meddlesome and partial laws. Congress has been 
the fountainhead of usurpation, favoritism, extray- 
agance, and corruption in thisland. But instead 
of destroying the government, the Liberal should 
assist in sending men more intelligent, more honest, 
‘and more modest to make laws.’ Anarchism and 
civilization are incompatible. 

Probably a much larger number of Liberals, dis- 
satisfied with the existing order of things, are 
striving for Socialism—a social system of either all 
bead, or else with no head nor tail, where individual- 
ism is absorbed in the concrete mass. The attrac- 
tion here is the promis of equality—equal division 
of labor and wealth. 

But this sort of society has been tried at different 
times and places, and has invariably failed of suc- 
cess. In an old but still popular legend it is 
written that one Jesus, with a few barefoot fisher- 
men, tried it. And they left a record which no 
Liberal can approve. 

About the beginning of this century an enthusi- 
astic Frenchman (Fourier) conceived Socialism to 
be just the thing for human happiness. He 
wrote extensivly in its support, and gained a few 
crazy converts in this country. Probably his work 
modified somewhat the brutal rigor of the ruling 
powers, but his plans failed. 

A few years later Robert Dale Owen wrote vol- 
umes in favor of Socialism or Communism, and 
spent time and money in trying to establish Social- 
istic. communities in the hope of remodeling society 
and government. Those communities hav had their 
funerals. 

And our brethren of the Shaker community, who 
combine with other oddities the practice of 
Socialism, are in a dwindling condition—not ex- 
pected to liv. 

All these Socialistic experiments were based on 
more or less supernaturalism. The fishermen were 
Jooking for celestial bait to catch land gudgeons. 
Fourier wished to return to what he thought was 
the real teaching and practice of the said Jesus and 
fishermen. Owen was involved in an impenetrable 
fog of Spiritualism. And the Shakers believe that 
Jesus Christ came to earth the second time in the 


person of Ann Lee, a young*English woman, about 
one hundred and fifty years ago. 

The modern Socialist may reject all these modes 
of Socialism, but he wants a division of wealth, if 
not of labor, and objects to paying interest or rent. 
He thinks the neighbor who has made or saved 
money should let him hav a share without charge. 
One mechanic, who may not be able to figure out 
the exact distance of the earth from the sun, may 
calculate that the saving of one dollar a week. will 
soon enable him to buy a house lot near by, if not 
in, the heart of the city, on which to make a home. 
When he has the home, and after being assessed 
for improvements which hav trebled its value, along 
comes a fellow-mechanic, who has spent his odd 
dollars on a bobtailed nag or some other funny 
thing, and insists that he did not earn the incre- 
ment of the property, and for that reason should 
let some poor devil share its quarters without 
charge. Now it is easy to guess which of the two, 
if either, is a Socialist. 

“ Oh, look at Gould, with his millions, who never 
earned a dollar,” says the Socialist. Nay, but look 
at the legislators who grant charters and patents 
so favorable that a few long-headed men can 
monopolize great interests. The recipients of the 
Pacific railroad grants, the sewing-machine patents, 
etc., lawfully became millionaires. And when a 
legislator receives a consideration for his vote he 
does not divide with his constituents. It is safe to 
say that no one ever worked for Jay Gould for less 
pay than he could get out of another for the same 
work. ‘Oh, but he gambles!” Well, it is all in 
the family. If in a game of stock policy Gould wins 
a million from Sage or Huntington, how does it 
harm him who has no stock? 

The fact is that imprudence and incompetence 
are the principal breeders, in this country at least, 
of Socialists. 

The advocate of Socialism overlooks the important 
fact of diversity of character and disposition found 
in any given community. He must indorse the 
erroneous statement of some philosophers that all 
men are born equal. He must presume that a 
promiscuous company of men and women will will- 
ingly surrender their individuality to become ab- 
sorbed in a concrete human mass; that they will 
volunteer to work throuch life by arbitrary rule— 
each one to take a row in the field as does the harrow’s 
tooth. 

But men are not born equal, and do not grow 
up equal. What school ever did or can graduate 
a class of equals? They differ in ability, aims, and 
tastes; and it is well) There are many kinds of 
employment in theland ; and while one can construct 
an engin or clean a watch, another biped is content 
with his pipe and cleaning a cesspool. 

No people half civilized will be content under 
Socialism. The average man may hay some love for 
the community, but he loves himself more. He will 
not willingly relinquish the individual liberty Social- 
ism necessarily exacts. Through superstition his 
personality may be crushed under a divine right 
and priestly tyranny; but if there be any activ 
brain left, he desires liberty. In the one case his 
nonentity is compulsory, in the other it is to be 
voluntary. 

There is no good reason for urging Socialism in 
this country. All Liberals will agree that that 
government is best which governs least—which 
allows the largest individual liberty. Our federal 
Constitution were the Senate clause expunged— 
the Senate being merely an expensiv obstruction— 
would be excellent. As it is, were it faithfully re- 
garded by Congress and state legislatures, all 
church property would be fairly taxed, and there 
would be no public chaplains nor Sunday laws. A 
republican form of government, honestly admin- 
istered, seems to be the best yet devised. Improve- 
ment will come when we select honest, courageous 
legislators in place of pious fanatics, cowardly 
sneaks, and scheming scoundrels. 

The Socialistic agitation in Germany will not re- 
sult in peaceful Socialism ; but it is already dis- 
turbing the peace of rulers, and may erelong pre- 
cipitate a revolution that will cause priest and royal 
blood to shiver. 

But royal blood is strong and the priest is tough. 
In France, even yet, the waves of contention be- 
tween absolutism and individual liberty are 
ominously rolling. The priest is persevering, and 
has his traps, baited with sacred lies, set in every 
direction. 

Individual liberty is necessary for human progress 
and happiness, and priestcraft is its greatest foe. 
To destroy this foe is still a big job, requiring the 
concentrated energy of all Liberals. For fifteen 
hundred years past the priest has had things pretty 
much his own way. At last reason and science are 
forcing him on the defensiv. Perhaps in the year 
1993 the good old church buildings will be in use 


for schools, clubs, and theaters. Perhaps the 
priest by that time will hav retired from all centers 
of civilization, and be found only in the woods -with 
crows, à la Jeremiah, and— perhaps not. 

L. Q. Rer. 


No Brain, No Thought. 

In defense of the biblical doctrin of soul im- 
mortality, its advocates are nearly always ready 
with the assumption that the feeling and hope of a 
spiritual existence after death, exist naturally in 
the breasts of all mankind. Now, I imagin that 
this idea is not entirely supported by fact; but 
granting that it may be so, such feeling and hope 
on the part of mankind do not sufficiently accom- 
plish the fact of such subsequent spiritual or soul 
existence. In order to prove, by any means what- 
ever, such a state of existence, it would first become 
necessary to prove that the soul had any existence 
at all. Substance is never annihilated. Matter is 
eternal in various forms, but in its changes the 
act of changing may not be matter. When I strike 
a blow with my fist, the fist itself and the arm and 
nerves of the arm are directed by the nerves of the 
brain, themselvs set in motion by that still myste- 
rious odie force, which, operating upon the brain, 
produces thought. The fist and arm and brain, 
and odyllic force operating upon the nerves of 
the brain, are matter; but the act itself and 
the consequences are not necessarily matter. 
Thought is merely the act. It is the operation 
of matter. Upon this basis of reasoning I con- 
clude that when the brain dies and dissolves 
and changes into other elements there can be 
no such thing as its being acted upon to 
produce thought. Its individuality is lost, and 
even though its pa-ticles may assist in the processes 
of building up other brains, its individual functions 
as a brain hav ceased forever. Upon the living, 
activ brain, this odic force is operating everywhere. 
All thought is the result. I firmly believe that 
through the operations of this force all the phe- 
nomena of mentality, mental communications, B0- 
called spiritual manifestations, and mental illusions 
hav been and are being produced, but only upon 
living, activ brains; that hypnotic influence is more 
general than it is commonly supposed to be; that 
although a man may not exactly realize or under- 
stand the fact, the operations of his brain exert 
an influence on other brains, and his brain is also 
influenced by the action of other brains. My be- 
lief, brought about by this foregoing chain of ob- 
servations, is strongly at variance with all the 
teachings and assertions of those who advocate an 
individual spiritual existence after death ; and to be 
consistent I must doubt the truth of any religion 
which is built upon a foundation of faith in the 
individual existence of thought (or soul) after de- 
cay has rendered the brain inoperativ. 

J. B. Swerr. 


— oo 
Lectures and Meetings... 
S. P. Purnam’s lecture appointments : 


Montreal, April 9| Boston, Mass.,- April 16 
Osterville, Mess., ‘* 11| Worcester, ‘‘ ss 16 
Cotuit, se ss 12| Br stol, Conn., ss 17 
Harwich, ee a 13 | Cincinnati, Ill, “ 238 


Tax Brooklyn Philosophical Association’s program for 
this month is: 
_April 9th, Dr. M. L. Holbrook, ‘‘ Evolution of Mar- 
iage.’ 
April 16th, O. P. Loomis, ‘’ Ancient Astronomy and 
Religion.” i 
April 23d, Prof. R. E. Mayne, ‘‘ The Coming Man.” 
April 30th, S. H. Wilder, ‘‘ Science Falsely So Called.” 
The Association meets Sundays at 3 P.M. at Fraternity 
Hall, Bedford avenue and South Second street, E. D. 
Ar the Manhattan Liberal Club, 220 East Fifteenth 
street, Friday evenings, the programme for April is: 


April 7th, Mohammed Webb, ‘‘ Mohammed the 
Prophet.” 

April 14th, Raymond Perrin, ‘‘The Christian Re- 
ligion.” 


April 21st, Lizzie Ward, ‘‘ Women’s Skirts.” 

April 28th, Reuben Rusb, “ Life and Death.” 

Lsrars living near New Cambria, Kan., should 
watch the local papers for dates of J. E. Remsburg’s 
lectures there. 


Ss 


Mr. Alexander’s Book. 
From the Detroit Free Press. 

An elaborate treatise covering a thousand large octavo 
pages deals with ‘‘The Dynamic Theory of Life and 
Mind,” which may be briefly summarized as a theory 
that all orgavic beings are both constructed and operated 
by the dynamic agencies of their respectiv environments. 
The author is James B. Alexander, who has very evi- 
dently made an exhaustiv study of the subject, and spared 
neither time nor pains in an earnest effort to reach cor- 
rect conclusions. 

That the ‘‘facts” are as numerous as claimed, the size 
of the book, which is very largely devoted to facts, at- 
tests. Fully seven hundred pages of the thousand in the 
book are devoted to a presentation of the facts from 
which Mr. Alexander draws his conclusions, and if the 
latter are unwarranted he has put in the hands of his 
readers the means of showing that they are. The volume 
is profusely illustrated. 
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Detters of Friends. 


A Gift That Shall Go to Do Good. 
Onanaerort, N. Y., Jan. 31, 1893. 


Mr. Eprror: Inclosed please find $2 to- 


renew my subscription. M.E. Atwoop. 


P.S.— Apply $1 on subscription and the 


balance for the good of the cause. 
M. E. A. 


Cheering Words. 
TownsEND, Mont., Dec. 20, 1892. 
Mr. Eprtor: Inclosed find $3 for my 
paper for 1893. I hope you may meet with 
generous relief for your financial needs 
and long continue to publish your most 
excellent paper. C. T. COLLIER. 


.Aids the Propaganda of Civilization. 
BENMILLER, Can., Jan. 26, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: Please find $5 for renewal 
of my subscription for 1893 and ‘‘ Old 
Testament Stories Comically Illustrated.” 
The balance youcan keep to help youalong. 
My greatest wish is that you may prosper 
` in the good work. Wma. Lona. 


Wishes Freethought Propaganda As- 
. sisted. 
San Antonio, Tex., Jan. 11, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed please find one 
` year’s subscription for the paper. I trust 
those Liberals who are richly endowed 
will extend amore liberal hand and assist 
one of the grandest publications the age has 
yet called forth. Wishing success, I am, 
Yours truly, VIRGINIE DONALDSON. 


Churches and Saloons—It Must Be Like 
the World’s Fair. 
ARCHBALD, Pa., March 1, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: Please find inclosed $2 
_ from one who is termed a hard citizen in 
a little borough where churches and sa- 
loons go hand in hand—seventy-five sa- 
loons, and seven of the number running 
without license, and the priest takes the 
boodle. J. J. RUTLEDGE. 


They Would Barn the Trath. 

Box ELDER, NEB., Feb. 28, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: A short time ago I re- 
ceived acopy of your paper—the first I 
ever had seen. I am pleased with its 
teachings. Some persons say they would 
not hav such literature in their houses— 
they would burn it. Inclosed find $3 to 

pay subscription one year. 
I. W. SPAULDING. 


Going to Organize—Let Others Imitate. 
AXTELL, KAN., Feb. 23, 1893. 

Mr. Eptror: Inclosed find $3 for my 
renewal to your most excellent paper. 

I am very much pleased with your stand 
on the opening of the World’s Fair on 
Sunday. 

The Liberals of this county, Marshall, 
meet next Sunday to effect an organiza- 
tion. I think the cause is growing rapidly 

here. F. B. WHEELER. 


Our “ Old Testament Stories Comically 
Illnstrated a New Thing. 
Erus, Minn., Feb: 6, 1898. 
Mr. Epiror: I received the Bible 
Picture Book, and it is a little the best 
thing I ever saw. Everybody that sees it 
is wild over it, and some say they did not 
think anyone would dare to print such a 
book. I received the paper also, and shall 
be a subseriber for life. 
Yours for Freethought and liberty, 
~ GEORGE JONES. 


Religion Won’t Let One Solitary Slave 
Read the Truth. 
Fort Jones, Car., Feb. 9, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find $5—$3 to 
pay my subscription for the paper; for 
the other $2 send me Ingersoll’s “Gods” 
and ‘‘ Ghosts,” in cloth. 

There is too much religion here to get 
you a subscriber. Wishing you and the 
old TRUTH SEEKER a long and prosperous 
life, I remain, A life-subscriber, 

J. H. LINDSAY. 


Feels It a Dnty to Aid Freethought. 
PAULINA, ORE., Jan. 23, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: Money is very scarce here 
at present, but we feel it our duty to do 
all we can to help a good cause. Your 
_,. paper is getting better all the time. And 
_ we look with much interest for the con- 


4 Your paper should be sustained. While 
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to the readers of the paper. 
nam’s letters are very interesting, and R. 
G. Ingersoll’s writings, and many others. 
Hoping the good cause may ever con- 
tinue, I remain, Yours truly, 
C. D. HARDISTY. 


Indispensable. 
MARTINSYICLE, ILL., Feb. 15, 1893. 
Mr. Evitor: I consider your paper the 
most scientific ‘journal in circulation, and 
indispensable to a mind seeking after 
trath and right principles. As soon asI 
can make arrangement I mean to send for 
an order of books for a little library here 
from the TRUTH SEKKER library. I re- 
main, as ever, 
Y. urs for science, truth, and justice, 
J. T. HANSER. 


The Two Meanings of the Word “* Law.” 
Wiupur, Nzs., Feb. 25, 1898. 
Mr. Eprror: I want to thank you for 
your able exposition of the Design fallacy. 
When in controversy with my Christian 
friends I found the design argument the 
most difficult to refute, as I had never 
discovered the distinction between natural 
order and human lawor decree, as pointed 
out in your refutation of the design argu- 
ment. H. KILGORE. 


Thinks He Pays Only Half-price. 

Covineton, Ino., Feb. 13, 1893. 
Mn. Eprror: I could not think of giving 
up Tue Trota Szexer. Here Iam with 
$5 inclosed to pay up on my subscription. 
I do not feel that I am paying for more 
than half of what I get from the paper any- 

way. 

Hurrah for Sunday opening. I am 

sure we'll get there. Respectfully, ete., 

Scuuyriar LATOURETTE. 


“ For the Spread of Freethonght Light.” 
Mempuis, Mo., Feb. 4, 1893. 


Mr. Epiror : Herein find $4—$3 to put 
a new subscriber inclosed on the roll of 
TuE Trura SeEKur for one year and $1 for 


you to use as you think best for the spread 
of Freethought light. 
your paper since our friend D, M. Bennett 
was in prison, and I must say Ilike it bet- 
ter as it and I grow older. 
tried to get others to subscribe for it, but 


I hav often 


failed till to-day. Please send me catalog 
of publications. EDWARD BUTLER. 


Connsel Is Ever Welcome. 

GANANOQUR, Can., Feb. 21, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: You made two improve- 
ments in Tue TRUTH SEEKER, by making 
the pictures separable, and putting the 
editorials in front. I would like to see 
another change, viz., giving only one 
page to ‘‘Letters of Friends,” for the 
reason that so many of them are uninter- 
esting to the majority of readers, and 
substituting such matter as comes under 
the head of ‘‘ News of the Week,” giving at 
least one column to humorous paragraphs. 

Yours continuously, Henry SMITE. 


This Paper Needed to Cope With the 
Religions Press. 
Bautmonre, Mbo., Feb. 10, 1893. 
Mr. Epitor : Isee in your last issue you 
want money. I inclose $5 for two 
years, no premiums. My subscription 
expired, according to the tag, Jan. 27, 
1893 ; please extend to January, 1895 


the cowardly press throughout the land is 
catering to ecclesiasticism and infamous 
superstition, your paper is battling for 
our rights and liberties. SoI think every 
Liberal should be prompt. 


Respectfully, E. Livezey. 


May We Liv to Water Christianity’s 
Grave. 
Oro Crty, CoL., Jan. 25, 1893. 

Me. Epıror: Inclosed find $11 for the 
renewal of my subscription, and two new 
subscribers, and books as mentioned 
below. I do not see why I cannot get 
more subscribers for your paper. Almost 
all men, women, and children up in this 
altitude, which is eleven thousand feet 
above sea level, are Freethinkers— except 
a few Catholics; but they are ignorant and 
would not read anything that would en- 
lighten them if they had a chance. 


tributions of our old friend, and ex-editor 
of the San Francisco Freethought, as I 
know his letters will be of much interest 
S. P. Put- 


I hav been reading | 


May Heston and the Editor of THE 
Trura SEEKER liv to water the grave of 
Christianity. Yours for truth, 

ELMER Dornro. 


We Will Distribute Literatnre. 
Green Hinz, O., Dec. 19, 292 E.M. 
Mr. Eprtor: Inclosed please find $4, to 


| be applied as follows: $3 for the renewal 


of my subscription for the grandest, bold- 
est, and the most fearless of papers that I 
am acquainted with (it hews to the line, 
and if the sky-pilots do not want the chips 
to fly in their eyes they must keep them 
shut); fifty cents for ‘‘The Higher Criti- 
cism in Theology and Religion,” by T. E. 
Longshore; the balance to be used as in 
your judgment will do the most good. 
; Enoon WICKERSHAM. 


A Christian Quizzed. 

Carson, Tex., Feb. 21, 1893. 
Mr. Epiror: The people out here are 
getting to be quite Liberal. One of our 
Liberal friends and a Christian were talk- 
ing. The Christian told our friend that 
God made him. There was a good crowd 
present, and only one negro at that time. 
Says I to the Christian, ‘‘Did God make 
the white man?” ‘‘Yes,” said he. 
“Then,” says I, ‘‘who made the other 
fellow ?” at the same time pointing at the 
negro. That was more than the Christian 
could stand, so he left, while the crowd 

enjoyed a hearty laugh. I. A. DINGLER, 


Liberty and Eqnal Rights Impossible 
Under Religion. 
Barnes, KAN., Jan. 24, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: Iam a Freethinker from 
head to foot, and believe in liberty and 
equal rights to all, which is an impossi- 


bility while clinging in the least to any 


religion. Reason should be man’s guide 


and Humanity his altar. 


Please find iticlosed $4.70—for the pa- 
per and the ‘‘Freethinker’s Pictorial Text- 
book,” $4; the “Liberal Hymn Book,” 
twenty-five cents; ‘‘ Holy Bible Abridged,” 
thirty cents; ‘‘One Hundred and Forty- 
four. Self-Contradictions of the Bible,” 
fifteen cents. James Ponttus, 


How Is Slate- Writing Done? 


East Orro, N. Y., March 8, 1898. 
Mr. Eprtor: I am interested in. what 


your paper contains, and especially ‘* Let- 
ters from Friends.” 


I wish that some one who is scientific 
enough would explain how writing is ob- 
tained between closed slates, under strictly 
test conditions. I hav got answers from 
departed friends written in their hand- 
writing. 

I feel encouraged; the Methodist minis- 
ter here has been reading Ingersoll’s 
lecture on Lincoln in THe TRUTH SEEKER 
that I gave him. 


Your Liberal friend, OC. Buronarp. 


Complains of 'There Being “No Limit 
to Credulity.” 

Brxort, Wis., March 21, 1893. 
Mr, EDITOR : THe TRUTH SEEKER suits 
me very well. It is very hard to get new 
subscribers. I try and circulate my 
Truru SEEKER among the hypocrits, and 
I am doing what I can for the cause of 
truth. I attended a spiritual séance here 
held by a materializing medium who goes 
by the name of Charles Wianans, and there 
were & good many who were converted, 
but as for myself, I am well satisfied that 
it was a fraud. So it looks as if there 
were no limit to credulity. Wishing you 

success, I remain, Yours truly, 
NELSE CHRISTENSEN, 


Thinks We Are Ushering the ‘Era of 
Peace.” 
Faroun, KAN., Jan. 28, 1893. 

Mr. Epiror: I long every week for 
your paper, where I partake of ideas from 
thinking people all over the globe. I 
think skeptics are now progressing the 
Era of Peace. ‘‘ Letters of Friends” are 
more harmonious than ever before. Or- 
thodoxy has held a strong hand over this 
community, but the young, where lies the 
safety of our country, are quite Liberal. 

Christians think Infidelity rather bold 
when it even officiates at the grave, as was 
the case when the writer took a minister’s 
place at Freethinker. A. Rodin’s grave, 
December 25th. Our friend was young 
and brave, only twenty-two years, but 


had to go. ‘*”*T'was Nature’s wish.” 
Inclosed find order for $7 for one re- 
newal and two new subscribers, 
Yours truly, Gus EOKWALL. 


Shows How the Pope Talks. 
MAGDALENA, Sonora, March 12, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror : I hav been receiving Tun 

Trura Szexunr since the 4th of February, 
and I am very fond of it. I don’t wish to 
flatter you ; but believe me, Mr. Editor, 
thst it is the best paper I hav seen. Iam 
a Liberal and I congratulate you becausé 
you print such a paper, which I guess will 
be able to break the chain of superstition 
and take away the vail of ignorance and 
fanaticism with which religion hascovered 
the eyes of humanity. _ The picture. in - 
No. 7 is a masterpiece ; but let me tell 
you that I guess it had been better if it 
had had the pope saying: ‘‘Only. the 
Roman Catholic religion is true and no- 


‘body can go to heaven but for it; my 


Bible does not say it, but I wish to say 
so, ‘and that settles it.” Yours truly, 
Ianacto HERNANDEZ. 


An Emancipated Catholic. 
Nanarmo, B. O., Dee. 19, 1892. 
Mr. Enrror: Inclosed find $4—$3 for 


the renewal of subscription for the paper 


and $1 for the ‘‘Old Testament Stories 
Comically Illustrated,” cloth covers, as 


you advertised in your paper you would 


send them both for $4. I like your paper 
very much. It is the best I ever did read, 


|according to Truth—for I hav been a 
truth seeker or Freethinker from the time 


Ican remember, but nothing was.clear to 
me till I got your valuable paper (which I - 


giv to my friends after I am done reading 
it), for I was brought up in the Roman 


Catholic church. Religion was talked to 

me much, but I could never believe in it. 
Will you please send me a catalog of 

your books? Mrs. ELIZABETH KEMPER. 


Freethinkers Kept Silent by Fear of 
Losing Work. 
ORANGEVILLE, PA., Jan. 26, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: I was in hopes I would 
get a new subscriber, but hav failed so 
far. Although there are several here who 
agree with me, some are unfortunately 
too poor, while others are afraid to be 


known as Freethinkers—and in some caseg 


not without good reason, for they could 
not hold their present places to make their 
living and would hav to move or keep 
still. 

We had a flag raised on our public 
schoolhouse on Saturday, January 14th, 
and speeches made. I was not there, but 
understood that one speaker thought the 
Bible should be read in the schools, and 
that Catholics and Infidels should be kept 
out. Iam sorry I was not tbere. I could 
then giv a better and more correct report. 
But the above is sufficient to show that 
their religion must be supported by the 
strong arm of the law with the policeman’s 
elub to back it up, for it has not bottom 
enough for itself to stand on and if not so 
supported it will go down. 

Yours for truth, M. 8. Haynourst. 


The Truth Has Changed the World for 
Him. 
Wasuineaton, D. C., March 12, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: I must put it down for 
good luck that I here met a friend, Mr. 
Rosenthal, who is a Freethinker. He isa 
subscriber of Tus TRUTH SEEKER, and 
has for a long time let me read your ex- 
cellent paper. What.I havread and found 
out through TuE TRUTH SEEKER has made 
me a new man, and the world appears now 
in a different light before my eyes. I was 
a church-member and an earnest Christian 
when I first commenced to read Tur 
TRUTH SEEKER. As I hav been a Christian 
and believed every word in the Bible, it 
is easy for me to find the truth by com- 
paring the old legend with books written 
by men who hav yielded to their reason- 
ing powers, as Thomas Paine and others. 
Please send me Tue 'TRUTH SEEKER for 
six months, and the following books: 
‘*Death-bed of Infidels,” twenty-five 
cents, ‘‘ Bennett’s Answers to Christian 
Questions,” twenty-five cents, and ‘‘ Wo- 
mav, Past and Present, Her Rights and 
Wrongs,” ten cents, As payment for THs 
Truth SEEKER and the above-named 
books, you will find inclosed $2 50. Keep 
what's left over. P. HERTZBERG, 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, APRIL 8, 1893. 


Believes Our Battling Not Frnitless, 

Linpsey, OnT., Jan. 20, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: May you Jong liv to edit 
your paper, is the hearty wish of one who 
believes that your persistent battle for the 
liberation of our race from the shackles of 
superstition is not in vain, as many who 
were blind now see that human reason is 
the best guide and human experience the 

best teacher. Tuos. A. MIDDLETON. 


The Blundering Waste. of the “ De- 
signer,” N 
Coox, NwB., Feb. 17, 1898. 

Mr. Eprror : Herein find postal money 
order for $7—$3 for C. W. Williams, $3 
for myself, twenty-five cents for interest 
on past-due subscription; send ‘‘ Crimes 
of Preachers” as soon as out; if any bal- 
ance send a few Fair Leaflets. 

I want to say in the way of encourage- 
ment that the grand old TRUTH SEEKER 
grows better and better. I hav now read 
it for nearly sixteen years, and while the 
‘lamp holds out to burn” there is one 
sinner that never will return to the wor- 
ship of the Christian humbug. So never 
stop sending the paper till you hear of my 
demise. 

You hav handled the Design argument 
most masterly—though the strongest point 
you hav not as yet touched; that is the 
everlasting waste. There are a thousand 
blossoms to one that reaches maturity, a 
million spawn to a few fish that possibly 
may become half grown. The spermatozoa 
or seed of man are wasted by millions; 
and, too, millions die in infancy. A de- 
signer that would make such a blunder 
ought to hav been the first tqdie. 

Yours for all truth, W. P. Brooxs. 


The Difference Between Religions and 
Freethought Literature. 
Brimrieip, Ix., Feb. 6, 1893 

Mr. Eprror: We feel as though we were 
paying for truth when paying for Liberal 
literature, and not for fables and false- 
hoods such as religious papers teach. 
How much better it would be for the 
whole world generally if they would read 
less of religious papers and more of such 
papers as yours and investigate such 
books as the Life of Thomas Paine 
and Voltaire’s works, and stay away from 
churches and let the pastors preach to 
empty houses. Certainly no one that 
thinks of the matter at all can help but 
see that the priesthood hav been the great- 
est enemies the human race hav had to 
contend with, and in the place of teach- 
ing peace and good-will to men hav only 
taught falsehoods and hay brought discord 
and dissensions to mankind. Teachers 
and lecturers are always needed, but let 
them teach something true and instructiv 
—tell what they know and not what they 
guess at. But my letter is already longer 
than I intended, so I will close by wish- 
ing you success in your good work. 

Mrs. S. W. DEVENBAUGE. 


A Veteran and His Snnday Habits. 
Hacerstown, Mb., Jan. 19, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: My subscription expires 
to-day, and, in consideration of my finan- 
cial and other corditions, I hav been 
thinking of asking you to discontinue my 
paper, for a time at least, until I might 
perhaps be in more favorable circam- 
stances than at present. But when I think 
of the length of time I hav been reading 
the paper continuously from week to 
week, I fear I would miss it more than I 
can realize at present. I hay taken it 
seventeen or eighteen vears, and hay con- 
cluded to inclose $1.50 to continue it for 
another six months peradventure, the 
best I can do at present. I am now 
seventy-eight, and it has become a fixed 
habit to look for my paper on Saturday 
evenings, that I may hav something where- 
with to keep the Sabbath while the good 
people are attending théir churches. 

At my stage of life I cannot expect to liv 
to see the Nine Demands of Liberalism an 
accomplished fact in our government. 
But my desire is that Taz TRUTH SERKER, 
and all other Liberal papers aiming at the 
same objects, may liv and go their rounds 
as educators of the people from generation 
to generation, until all shall come to a 
knowledge of the truth, that justice may 
be done to all. : 

Upon reflection it is a source of sorrow 


when we remember such brave and good 
men, champions of liberty, dropping out 
of the ranks of Liberalism by death, one 
by one—such men as D. M. Bennett, Hon. 
Elizur Wright, T. C. Leland, Courtlandt 
Palmer, Stephen Pearl Andrews, John R. 
Kelso, James Parton, James Lick, Prof. 
William Denton, Horace Seaver, Mendum, 
and others—a serious loss to the cause of 
Liberalism. SAMUEL GANTZ. 


Christians’? Treatment of the Heathen. 


Barreg, Mass , March 15, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: Do you not think this 
poem good enough for THe TRUTH 
Szzxer? When its author got off the last 
two lines he must hav had in his mind the 
Christian missionary proselytism of 
Hawaii more than fifty years ago, and the 
late revolution. 

I remember well when the first mission- 
aries went out to Hawaii, funds raised, 
returns of numerous happy conversions, 
ete, ete. Please publish and oblige 

Yours, etc., Erra E. Gipson. 


MODERN MISSTONARY ZEAL. 
From the London Truth. 
Onward, Christian soldiers! 
On to heathen lands! 
Prayer book in your pockets, 
Rifles in your hands. 
Take the happy tidings 
Where trade can be done; 
Spread the peaceful gospel 
With a Gatling gun! 


Tell the wretched nativs 
Sinful are their hearts, 
Turn their heathen temples 

Tnto spirit marts. 
And if to your preaching 
They will not succumb, 
Substitute for sermons 
Adulterated rum. 


Tell them they are pagans 
In black error sunk, 

Make of them good Christisns— 
That is, make them drunk! 

And if on the Bible 
Still they dare to frown, 

You must do your duty— 

. Take and shoot them down! 


. When the Ten Commandments 
They quite understand, 

You their chief must hocus 
And annex their land. 

And if they, misguided, 
Call you to account, 

Read them—in their language— 
The Sermon on the Mount. 


If, spite all your teaching, 
Trouble still they giv; 
If, spite rum and measles, 
Some of them still liv; 
Then, with purpose moral, 
Spread false tales about, 

Instigate a quarrel, 
And let them fight it out. 


Non-Spiritnalists Must Combine With 


Spiritualists Against the Common Foe. 
SxownHeaan, Me., Feb. 13, 1893. 


Mr. Epiror: I am, as you will see, a 


Spiritualist, having practiced among the 
sick for nineteen years—ever since D, M. 
Bennett was putin prison. I hav beena 
weekly reader of Toe TRUTH SEEKER, and 
in its pages I find many thoughts expressed 
proving what I call Spiritualism. Of all 
Spiritualist teachers R. G. Ingersoll is, 
in my opinion, the greatest, as he teaches 
humanity instead of brutality. I wish 
every Spiritualist would take Tue TRUTH 
Szrxer and one of the Spiritualist papers, 
also that every Liberal would do the same 
We should all join our forces in order to 
hold our own instead of helping the 
church power that wil], if ever able, put 
usin chains. I think we should stand up 
and be counted and let it be known what 
our forces are and where we are to be 
found. I am not caring because some 
church-member wishes to go and liv with 
Christ, if some other wants to sleep a long 
time, or if still another wishes never to 
awake. They hav that privilege. They 
gay they never saw any spirits—that there 
is no such thing—so of course that makes 
it true. I say after a thorough investi- 
gation that I know there are spirits, and I 
claim the right of seeing and conversing 
with them, and not to go to hell because 
church people say I must. I am sorry 
that some who claim to be Freethinkers 
are bigoted, and stoop to slander and 
other means that are used by the enemies 
of liberty and do nothing toward reform, 
feeding the hungry, or relieving those 
who are sick and in need; and I say until 


they do they hav no right to call mediums 


and healers fools, dupes, and such names, 
as I often see in the pages of the grand 
old TRUTH SEEKER.. I think there are as 
many Spiritualists as there are so-called 
Freethinkers who. read your paper. Let 
us all work together to maintain our lib- 
erty and Jeave the gods and devils to 
themselvs. Dr. F. S. Brazntow. 


The Lay of the Parsou. 


San Franotsco, CaAL., March 13, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: I hav made it a point for 
many years to read Tau TRUTH SEEKER 
weekly, and to add to my little library by 
purchasing many of. the books it adver- 
tises. To say that I am pleased with it 
and with the majority of these works is 
but faintly to express my opinion. 

For common sense, for convincing ar- 
guments, for just and reasonable views, I 
hav read no paper that can equal and cer- 
tainly none that can excel Toe TRUTH 
SEERER. 

Wishing to imitate itin a humble way, 
I seek to disseminate our views among 
my friends and those persons with whom 
I come in contact. Some hav proved un- 
willing to even listen, but others I hav 
won’ completely over. Among the latter 
I may class a young man—Chesterson by 
name—who roused himself from a sort 
of apathy concerning religious matters to 
pour a hot fire of argument into me. 
He is able and bright and worked the 
worn-out and honeycombed guns of that 
old hulk Christianity in a manner seldom 
equaled by even its most earnest and 
zealous officers. But it is ill defending a 
sinking ship, as he found, and he ended, 
at last, by taking a berth on the stanch 
vessel Freethought, where he may, in time, 
do excellent work. 

One of his first acts was to celebrate an 
incident he had somewhere witnessed by 
a bit of doggerel which I take the liberty 
to append to this. 

I remain, sincerely your friend, 
Henry M. AIKEN. 
Our parson was slender, fair, and tall, 
His face was a sight to see; 


Tt shone with the light of faith and hope, 
And of wondrous sanctity. 


Full pious and meek, full holy and good, 
Was this servitor of Christ; 
And we loved him well, as Christians 
should, 
Though he was somewhat high-priced. 


Reas’ning, be said, was a deadly sin, 
A thing we must all avoid; 

A harp and a crown we all might win, 
If with thought we never toyed. 


Sadly he spake of the Infidel, 

And told us about his crimes; 
Showed us how surely he ends in hell, 
. While Christians hav better times. 


He spoke, and his voice was soft and clear, 
Of love and of chastity; 
Of thie joy and the bliss we can’t hav 
ere 
And of immortality. 


We missed him once when we went to 
church, 
And a deacon’s wife was gone, 
So his money-bags, he found on search, 
Had followed our paragon. 


Our wrath it swells. as when ocean rolls, 
And him cold we’d like to lay. 

We’ll show, at least, we all hav soles, 
If ever he comes this way. 


Uncle Sam Is Quite a Fanlty Individual. 
Santa Fer, N. M., March 7, 5893. 
Mr. Eprror: Tus TRUTH SEEKER con- 
tinues to be a most interesting and in- 
atructiv paper, and I enjoy reading it and 
looking at Mr. Heston’s pictures, although 
his illustrations are not alwaye founded 
upon facts. In one of the late papers he 
represents Uncle Sam as standing in the 
door of the public schoolhonse forbidding 
the Catholic and Protestant ministers to 
enter with their armful of religious litera- 
ture. . Now, we all ought to know that 
Uncle Sam has always permitted the Prot- 
estant minister with his Bible and prayers 
to make his home in the public schools, 
while he forbade the Catholic similar privi- 
leges. It is only lately since the Catholic 
became strong enough to do some violent 
kicking that we hav noted a .change in 
some localities. Uncle Sam is by no means 
the ideal being whom Mr. Heston repre- 
sents, but on the contrary, he is the gentle- 
man who closes our World's Fair on Sun 
days and sends upright, industrious people 
to penitentiaries for doing something which 
may not bein accordance with his religious 
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notions. He is always ready to enforce 
his puritanical ideas by the machinery of 
laws enacted for the purpose, differing 
in that respect from the Catholic, who 
keeps his religion to himself and does not 
bother other people with it. It would be 
an easy matter, for instance, to get up a 
petition for opening the World’s Fair on 
Sunday and hav it signed here by every 
Catholic including the clergy and bishop 
himself. But I don’t believe in petitions 
upon such a large seale; nobody reads 
them, and any number of fictitious names 
can be put down, as we hay seen from the 
result in Michigan, Ohio, and perhaps other 
places. But T do believe that if put to the 
votes of the people at large, quite a ma- 
jority would be found in favor of opening 
in spite of the fact that three-fifths of the 
nativ American people would be for sus- 
taining the action of Congress. I see by 
the dispatches that President Cleveland 
kissed the book and the ministers were 
made to feel happy by this act of hypocrisy. 
Well, this country is a long way yet from 
the road to common sense and honest 
dealings, and cannot compare with the 
progress made by France, }taly, and even 
our own Mexico. With many wishes for 
your prosperity and the success of Free- 
theught, Iam, Respectfully, 
Lewis ScHoEMOYER, 


The Relations of Cougressmen to Clos- 
iug the Fair. 
Nonaonw, Can., March 7, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: In reading over the Con- 
gressional. report of Sunday opening of 
the World’s Fair published in your paper 
some time ago, I noticed that the name of 
our Congressman, W. W. Bowers, was 
among the 138 non-voting members on the ` 
question. I had an idea thata great ma- 
jority of those 188 members who did not 
vote on the question were really in favor of 
Sunday opening but were afraid to be put 
on record as favoring an open Fair on ac- 
count of losing the votes of church people, 
so thought I would sit down and write Mr. 
Bowers a letter sounding him on the 
question. In my letter I told him I eup- 
posed he was in favor of Sunday opening 
but did not want to put himself on record 
on account of losing votes; urged him not 
to be afraid of losing tho votes of a few fa- 
natics; he would gain asmany more Liberal 
votes. As for myself, and I represented 
forty other voters in my district, we are 
independent in politics, but we would 
certainly vote against any man who 
voted for or favored closing the Fair on 
Sunday, as it is a step. directly in favor 
of a union of church and state. I re- 
ceived a reply from Mr. Bowers some two 
weeks ago, and in’ concluding his letter he 
said: ‘‘To sum the matter up, I am op- 
posed to Sunday closing of the World’s 
Fair by act of Congress.” I believe if 
every Liberal had foliowed the tactics of 
the Sabbatarian fanatics and threatened 
to boycott their representativs politically 
in case they voted to close the Fair on 
Sunday, Congress would hav given a 
good majority in favor of an open Fair, 
You may argue with the average Congress- 
man till doomsday, it has no effect on 
him. But when you threaten him with a 
large loss -of votes, that will generally 
bring him around. That is where the 
Freethought Federation of America will 
get in its work. There is enough Liberal 
votes to hold the balance of power in any 
election if they are properly organized. 
I noticed in Toe Trura Sevxer of Feb- 
ruary 18th a letter from Ole Hagen, in 
which he said he did not believe that the 
People’s party intended to unite church 
and state. He believed there was enough 
intelligence and foresight in the party to 
prevent it. Ido not believeit. From the 
time of the national convention in Ocala, 
Fla , when a resolution was introduced 
and adopted unanimously favoring the 
closing of the World’s Fair on Sunday, I 
hav been suspicious of it. In the Con- 
gressional vote on the question there was 
not a single People’s party representativ 
who was honestly in favor of Sunday open- 
ing. The People’s party member of the 
California Sixth Congressional district, 
Marion Cannon, is so pious that I would 
not want to waste any ink on him trying 
to get him to favor any liberal proposition . 
like opening the World’s Fair on Sunday. 

H. SANDBERG, 
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@hildren’s Corner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wrxon, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all_Communica- 
tions for this Corner should be sent. 


“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night i beginning tolower, 
Cc a pause in the Fs goon ion: 
‘That is known as the drenk Hour.” 


Little Brown Hands. 


They drive home the cows from the pasture, 
Up through the long shady lane, 
Where the quail whistles in the wheat field 
All yellow with the ripening grain. 
They find, in the thick waving grasses, 
Where the scarlet-tipped strawberry grows, 
They gather the earliest snowdrops 
And the first crimson buds of the rose. 
They toss the hay in the meadow, 
They gather the elder blossoms white, 
They find where the dusty grapes purple 
In tke soft-tinted autumn light. 
They know where the apples hang ripest, 
And are sweeter than Italy’s wines, 
They know where the fruit is the thickest 
On the long, thorny blackberry vines. 
Those who toil bravely are strongest; 
The humble and poor become great, 
And from these brown-handed children 
Shall grow mighty rulers of state. 
The pen of the author and statesman. 
The noble and wise of the land; 
The sword and ihe chisel and pallet, 
Shall be held in the little brown hands. 


—Orange County Farmer. 
pantalla eee 


Tell the Children the Truth. 


Some one has kindly sent us a copy of a 
paper called the Ram’s Horn, and in it 
is a little story about ‘‘Harry’s New 
Year’s Caller.” It goes on to tell that 
God is reading everything that old Father 
Time is writing in his book. That God is 
glad when the things written are good,and 
when they are naughty then ‘‘God hides 
his face and is very sorry!” Now, it is no 
such thing, and that story-writer in the 
Ram’s Horn had better not try to point a 
moralin any such way. Providing there 
js a God, does anyone suppose for a 
moment that he, out of the fifteen hun- 
dred millions of people on this planet, is 
taking note of the childish actions of a 
little three- or four-year-old boy, as above 
depicted ? If it were so, there are thou- 
sands of other ways in which he might be 
better employed, and watching little Harry 
is not to his credit. He might look after 
the starving thousands in big cities, the 
plotting thieves, robbers, murderers, em- 
bezzlers, and prevent their heinous crimes 
—the grown-up men and women who are 
constantly getting into scrapesand making 
trouble for themselvs and others. He 
might exercise his power in averting loss 
of life by the floods on the land, and 
storms on the sea, and in many other 
ways. The fact is there is no evidence 
that God cares two straws about baby 
Harry’s actions, and Harry’s common 
sense will show him that when he grows 
up and is able to exercise a little thinking 
on his own account. There is too much 
humbug taught children. Be open as the 
day withthem. Tell them the truth, fair 
and square, and they will respect you all 
the more for it. S. H. W. 


— m 


Correspondence. 


Nosy, Tex., Feb. 28, 1893. 
Drar Miss Wrxon: For the second time 
I will write to the Corner, which I am 
always anxious to read. My papa takes 
the paper, also the Independent Pulpit. 
Papa and mamma are both physicians, 
Brother says he is going to be a lawyer, 
and I am going to teach school when 1 get 
own. Weare all going to the World’s 
air this winter. 
the correspondents there. There are a 
good many Liberals down here. Mr. 
Remsburg comes round here every few 
years and lectures for us, then the preach- 
ers ‘‘giv him fits,” as the saying is, after 
he leaves. For fear of the waste-basket I 

will close. Your Liberal friend, 
Dora Morrow. 


[We feel sure Dora will be a good teacher. 
—Ep. C. C.] 


Parry, Ia., Feb. 28, 1893. 

Miss Wrxon: I am a boy of fifteen years 
old. Ilv in Perry, a town with electric 
lights and water-works. My grandfather 
takes Tue TRUTH SEEKER, and I read it, 
especially the Corner. 

There are five churches here, but all the 
people do not go to church because they 
are Christians. I havsome Liberal books 
and read all I can. I like to read stories, 


I hope to meet some of | 


I hav two brothersand two sisters younger 
than myself. I go tothe school regularly, 
but seldom go to Sunday-school, because 
IT don’t like to go there. I would like to 
hear from the writers to the Children’s 
Corner. This winter has been very se- 
vere here, and the children hav had very 
much sliding and sleighriding. 
Your Liberal friend, Snapz BEESON. 


[We shall always be pleased to get ao 
line from you.—Ep. C. C.] 


Gonptawattre, Tex., March 13, 1893. 
Drar Miss Wrxon: As I hav not seen 
anything from this part of Texas, therefore 
I will write to let the readers of the Cor- 
ner know what we are doing. I am not 
going to school at present. Our school 
was out on the 24th of February; but the 
schools here do not-amount to much. I 
liv within a mile and a half from Goldth- 
waite, a thriving little city situated on the 
Gulf of Colorado & Santa Fe railway. 
The county-seat of Mills county was vis- 
ited on the 26th of February by a very 
destructiv fire—all of the business part of 
town, also a number of dwellings. The 
losses aggregated over #100,000, partly 
covered by insurance. Well, as I do not 
go to school now or to church or Sunday- 
school the Sundays seem very long and 
lonesome. Well, I will close, my letter is 
getting so long. I remain, 
Your Liberal friend, - 
Rosa MoPHERSON. 
GuLENWooD, Wasa., Feb. 24, 1893. 
Dear Miss Wixon: This is my first let- 
ter to the Corner. Papa takes the paper 
and I delight in reading the Children’s 
Corner. We hav a little brother; he is 
one year old. We named him Robert In- 
gersoll. I am twelve years old. At 
school I study Fourth Reader, spelling, 
arithmetic, grammar, physiology, and 
geography. We hav one of Mr. R. G. 
Ingersoll’s books; it is his Gowen 
Lectures Complete.” Also “The Age of 
Reason” and ‘* Crisis,” by Thomas Paine. 
The snow was about three feet deep this 
winter. The coldest was about 8° below 
zero. Papa killed a deer Tuesday, and 
papa, Josie, and I went to get it home 
RA ag é morning. It was down a bi 
hill down by the big Klickatat river. i 
am glad you reached your home all safe 
from your voyage across the Atlantic 
ocean. 
Well, I will close, hoping to see this in 
print. From your Freethinker friend, 
Eva L, PARROT. 


CORTLAND, O., March 12, 1893. 

Dzar Miss Wixon: My parents take 
Tue TRUTH SEEKER, and I can hardly wait 
to read the Corner. I am eleven years 
old and go to school every day. hay 
three brothers and three sisters, and we 
are all Freethinkers. My papa had Mr. 
Remsburg lecture on ‘* False Claims ” the 
1st of March. Christians tore the posters 
down. Pa offered ten dollars for the de- 
tection of the one who did it, but the house 
was full anyhow. We are going to hav 
Mr. Remsburg here this spring to deliver 
a course of lectures if we can get him. 

Ministers and Christians never ask papa 
any questions, but they write him letters 
and send him tracts telling how hard In- 
fidels die, and how happy Christians die, 
but they never sign their names. Mamma 
says, to read their sweet stories, death 
must be a long-looked-for pleasure. 

I love my parentsand schoolmates dearly, 
and hav a nice time. Pa and ma take us 
little ones out riding every Sunday that is 
pleasant. When not out riding pa sits in 
his office and reads the Bible and Christian 
books, and Infidel books, too, and among 
them he has one of your interviews with 
Moody. He bought a dozen and gave 
them away. Our people giv to the poor, 
but not to any church. There are a great 
many Freethinkers in this place but they 
hav been afraid to speak out. But we do 
not get our living off Christians, and do 
not care astraw for their likes or dislikes, 
I wish I could correspond with some little 
Freethinker. No more this time. 

From a Freethinker, 

JESSIE Parsons. 


McMinnviniz, ORE., March 7, 1893. 

Miss Susan H. Wixon, My Dear Friend: 
I guess you hav forgotten me I hav not 
written to the Corner for so long. Itisa 
very dismal day to-day—it rained a little 
this morning, and will rain more, I think. 
We hav two young calves and they are as 
cute as they can be; one of them is white 
and the other red. I will start to schoo! 
the 3d of Apri]. Iwill hav six studies— 
Fifth Reader, arithmetic, grammar, spell- 
ing, writing, andgeography. It will soon 


‘be my birthday. I will be twelve years 
‘fold the 22d of March. 


I am going to 
send you some pressed leaves some time. 
I would send you some this time but I 
havn’t gotany. The snow was three feet 
deep this winter, and when it melted off it 
snowed four feet more, and was very dis- 
agreeable, but I had a fine time riding 
the snowshoes. But I would fall down 
sometimes and get in the snow—although 
I didn’t mind it; it was only fun for me, 


Some of the children at school call me a 
little Infidel, but I don’t mind it for I 
would rather be an Infidel than a Christian. 
Well, as it is bedtime I will close. Please 
excuse my writing. Yours sincerely, 
Erza FARMER, 

[Why, certainly we remember Eliza, 
and wondered what had become of her. 
When they call you names at school, tell 
them that some of the noblest and loveliest 
characters that ever lived were called In- 
fidels, and you are proud to be reckoned 
in with them.—Ep. ©. C.] 


Giunwoop, Wasa., Feb. 24, 1893. 

Dzar Miss Wixon: It has been three 
years since I hav written to the Cor- 
ner, so I thought that I would come 
again. I enjoy reading the paper, and 
especially the Corner, very much. hav 
just finished reading Mr. Ingersoll’s 
“ Forty-four Lectures Complete,” and 
am now reading ‘‘Age of Reason,” by 
Thomas Paine. I hay also read a few 
other Liberal books. Last-winter I stayed 
with my grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. W. 
W. Jesse, of Barlow, Ore. While there I 
saw the ‘‘Freethinkers’ Pictorial Text- 
Book” and ‘The Bible Analyzed.” 
Among the pictures was ‘‘The Voice of 
the Lord God Walking in the Garden.” I 
can remember when I was but four years 
old mamma was reading the Bible aloud. 
When she came to the voice walking in the 
garden I began to laugh. She asked me 


what I was laughing about, and I wanted 


to know how a voice could walk. 

We liv in the mountains. about six miles 
from Glenwood and ten miles from Mt. 
Adams. The different kinds of timber 
here are pine, fir, cedar, and tamerack. 
There are many varieties of flowers here 
insummer. I am the oldest of five girls 
and one boy. Iam thirteen years old. 

Well, as this letter is getting rather long 
I will close. 

From your Liberal friend, 
Jess May PARROT, 


[Jessie and Eva are two bright and in- 
teresting girls. It is a pleasure to hear 
from them.—Ep. C. C.] 


CROMWELL, TA., March 10, 1893. 

Miss Susan H. Wrxon anp READERS OF 
THE Corner: In the paper of February 
25th Mr. Geo. E. Remsburg’s piece on-‘‘a 
convention of young Freethinkers” ap- 
peared. Glorious idea! As Mr. Rems- 
burg says, ‘‘ cannot we hav such a 
convention?” We might meet at Chicago. 
during the World’s Fair. He says, ‘ 
properly managed it would be a credit to 
the cause of Freethought.” I agree with 
him, but I think it would be more than a 
credit; as the boys say, it would be a 
“ boomer,” andin my estimation would do 
more for the advancement of Freethought 
in one week than is generally done in a 
year. It would be one of the most at. 
tractiv meetings on the records of Free- 
thought, and one to be remembered as 
well. Just imagin seeing even one-half of 
the children we hear from through the 
Corner and you will hav an audience 
worth more than all the religious denomi- 
nations put together. You can hav the 
satisfaction of looking into the faces of 
really intelligent people, not. these putty- 
faced mud-molds seen in most of the 
church pews. 

I think great credit is due Mr. Rems- 
burg for the suggestion of such an idea. 
Let all those who read the Corner suggest 
something additional, and not let this be 
an idea alone, but a reality. 

Yours truly, Minnie M. GEIR. 


[Yes, it would be a splendid thing if it 
could be accomplished. To see our chil- 
dren, big and little, all together—there 
must be several thousand, all told—would be 
the occasion of a lifetime, What exchange 
of greetings! what hand-shaking! what 
recalling of pleasant memories! It is 


probably too much to expect, but we do j|- 


think there should be at the World’s Fair 
a Freethinkers’ exchange, or headquarters 
where believersin Freethought can meet 
and names be registered.—Ep. C. C.] 


Armstrona, Ia., Feb. 26, 1893. 

Miss Wrxon, Dear Madam and Friend 
in the Cause of Liberty: I was glad to 
hear that you returned safely from your 
long and interesting journey. I believe I 
should like to go on just such a trip. 

We had a visit from a Presbyterian 
minister a few days ago. He had heard 
we were Infidels and he acted scared all 
the time he washere. He did not mention 
his religion, but papa showed him the 
pope’s letter, and they talked about it 
most of the time. 

I suppose you hav heard that all the 
heretics are to be exterminated. We were 
showing a young Catholic fellow the pope’s 
letter. ‘‘ Well,” he said, ‘‘that wouldn’t 
be right.” Yes; there are lots of them 
that think so. But the pope’s word is law 
and they must obey him, even if it is 
against their own conscience. I am very 
thankful I am not made that way, and can 


not help pitying such people. They must 
hav very small minds or else very small 
individuality to allow themselvs to be led 
so. If we do not watch they will yet ruin _ 
our country as they did France; but I hope 
the people will awaken to their situation 
sooner than the French did. Butwe must 
livin hopes that they will not be so cruel as 
they were in those days—although there is 
no telling what they might do if they had 
the power. Still we must hope—hope will 
help us drown our fears. ` . 

We hav many brilliant boys and girls 
growing up that may be like the diamond, 
which is a dull stone before cut and 
polished, and they will help usin our need. 

Miss Wixon, I think you are doing a 
noble work. I cannot say cnough in 
praise of you. I wish we had millions 
like you. I am sure the world would be 
better for their having lived in it. 

Wishing you a leng and happy life, I re- 
main, oar young Liberal friend, 

Eres Bort. 


[A thoughtful and excellent letter. We 
thank Ethel for her appreciation of our 
work. Such kind words help us to con- 
tinue hopefully in our chosen field of 
labor.—Ep. C. C.] 


SUSAN WIXON’S BOOKS. 


OW Fae 


DN 

All in a Lifetime. A Liberal Romance. 
12mo, 300 pP., $1. 

Apples of Gold. And Other Stories for 

oys and Gis. 1 mo, 383 pp., $1.25. 

The Story Hour. An Exceptionally Hand- 
some and Interesting Book, Without Supersti- 
tion, for Children and Youth ‘The Only Free- 
thinkers’ Children’s Story-book ever issued. 
66 full-page illustrations and 25 smaller; large 
type, heavy, toned paper, broad margins, illus- 
trated covers; 4to, 224 pp., boards, $t 


Address, THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


Brain and the Bible. 


Conflict Between Mental Science and Theology. 
By Epaar O. BEALL. 
Preface ny R. G. INGERSOLL. 


Unanswerable. Price, $1. 


Truth Seeker Library. 


Published Monthly at $3 per Year. 
Issues or 1891.—$3. 


Price. 
Truth Seeker Annual, 1891..................0. $0 25 
Men, Women, and Gods. Helen H. Gar- 
ONOF,.assoso.scooservoco.ao 50 
The Age of Reason. 
rated..... erry ; 25 
Answers o Curistian Qnestions. D 
PAA T AE TA 5 
Christian Absurdities. be 
Victor Hugo’s Orat on on Voltaire 10 
The Crisis. Thomas Paine. Illustrated 40 
Sabbath Breaking. John E. Remsburg.. 26 
Travels in Fait: 
son. Robert ©. Adams 25 
Strike of a Sex, George N. Miller 25 
My Religious Experience. 
a Higher Gritieism in Bhool REETA 25 
The Higher Criticism in Theology and Re- 
ligion. T. E. Longshore...->. Prakan S 50 
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Infidel Death-Beds. G. W. Foote............. 25 
Rights a Man. Thomas Paine. Illustra- 
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Was Christ Crucified? Austin Bierbower...! 10 
Pulpit, Pew, and Cradle. Helen H. Gar- 

P aE TRETA E ve We catad acts 2s 10 
Bible Morals. John E.Remsburg.....212277: 25 
Awtul Disclosures of Maria Monk... 50 
Pocket Theology. Voltaire... ua 25 
Why Don’t God Kill the Devil? M. Bab- 

AEn LETEL EELEE TIT EE 10 


TOCOL inanes oais aatas enal, 15 
Candle Trom Under the Bushel. Wm. À 
ATs oc datert san eS aeiae si Na 
The Holy Bible Abridged... ounte 3 
False Claims of the Chur 
CMSPULG+ see eee ee ees eesseeneeeen 10 
Issves or 1893,—$3, 
Thomas_ Paine Vindicated. Col. Robert 
sANGCTSON eee eee ceee eee 15 
The Creation of God. Dr. Jacob “Hari. 
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Crimes of Preachers th j 
M. E. Billinga a, ne United States. 
Resurrection of Jesus... ONUN 50 
Handbook of Freethought. W. $. Bell. 27.2 50 
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ubscribers 


Yearly subscribers at $8 receive all the 
published in one year. In ordering renee 
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With the eighth edition of 
Winwood Reade’s “ Martyr- 
Nidom of Man,’ the cost of 
N' prod.ction has been les- 
sened so that we can reduce 


ithe price from $1.75 to 


$1.00. 


The book has had a phenomenal sale for so heretical a work, second only to Helen Gardener’s 
en, Women, and Gods,” and we give our readers the pecuniary b 


enefit of it. The 


“MARTYRDOM OF MAN” 


Is a very interestingly pictured synopsis of universal history, showing what the race has undergone 


its martyrdom—in its rise to its present plane. It shows 
sive factors in man’s struggle for Liberty, and the last chapter, 


how War ard Religion have been oppres- 


of some 150 pages, describes his 


intellectual struggle from the animal period of the earth to the present, adding an outline of what 


the author conceives would be a religion of reason and love. 


The chapters are: 


henicians, Carthage and Rome, Roman Africa, the Arabs. 


Ww A R peewee, Western Asia, the Persians, the Greeks, the Macedonians, Alexandria, the 
» 


The Natural History of Religion, the Israelites, the J the Proph 
RELIGION Vcusnctet of Jesus, the Christians, Arabia, Mecca Character of Moha 


med, Description of Africa, the Mo 


ammedans in Central Africa. 


Ancient Europe, Invasion of the Germans, the Castle, the Town, the 
church, Venice, Arab Spain, the Portuguese, Discoverers, the Slave Trade, 
Abolition in Europe, Abolition in America, Materials of Human History. 
Animal Period of the Earth, Origin of Man, and Early History, 
Summary of Universal History, The Future of the Human Race, The 
Religion of Reason and Love. 


Price reduced from $1.75 to $1.00. 


Address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, ¢ 
28 Lafayette place, New York, 


Good Books for Liberally In. 
clined People. 


The Last Tenet; Imposed upon the Khan o. 
Tomathoz, By Hudor enone, author 
of “ Inquirendo Island.” Copiously illustrated 
with original drawings by Louis M. Glackens. 
12mo, 165 pages; cloth, $1.25; paper, 50c. 


Inquirendo Island. A novel. i By Hudor 
enone. 12mo, 853 pages; cloth, $1; paper 
50c. “This book is to me a delightfu cur. 
rise. In my judgment it is a stronger piece of 
ction than Edward Bellamy’s ‘ Looking. Back- 
ward,’ which at times it reminds one of. It is a 
merciless exposure of Pharisaism and hypoc- 
risy, Which is so prevalent in fashionable Chris- 


tianity of to-day. It isa good book, and whil 
it will offend many, should be read by all 
(The Arena. 


Lectnre on the Bible. By Rev. Charles 
Voysey, pastor of the Theistic church of Lon- 
don, with a new introduction by Rev. Herbert 
Taft Root. Paper, 87 pages; 20c. ` 


God in the Constitntion. By Arthur B. 
Bradford. Paper, 18mo, 18 pages; 10c. ; 


Evolntion in its Relations to Evangelical 


Religion, By B. F. Underwood. Paper, 
24mo; 21 pages; 5c. 


The Change of Front of the Universe, 
By Minot J. Savage. Paper, 31 pages, 10c. 

A Stndy of Primitive Christianity. By 
Lewis G. Janes. Cloth, octavo, gilt top, uncut 
edges, 319 pages; $1.25. ‘Dr. Janes is evidently 
a thorou 
impressed with the care, the honesty, the faith- 
fulness, the impartiality, the love of truth, the 
conservatism exhibited throughout this admi- 
rable volume.”—{Popular Science Monthly. 

By 


What Can Ethics Do For Us? 
William Mackintire Salter. Paper, 12mo, 82 
pages, 10c. 

Freedom of Thought and of Speech. By 


William Mackintire Salter. Paper, 12mo, 29 
pages, 10c. 


The Morals of Christ. A comparison 
with the contemporaneous systems of Mosaic, 
Pharisaic, and Greco-Roman ethics. By Austin 
Bierbower. Paper, 16mo, 200 
$1. “Mr. Bierbower has carefully analyzed the 
old-world ethical systems which chiefly con- 
cern the modern civilized world, and in this 
book he has so classified the elements revealed 
by that analysis as to give them a high scien- 
tific value. is book is almost as systematic as 
a treatise upon one of the exact sciences, and 
stands in fine contrast to the rambling, ethical 
discussion of which we hear so inucliand which 
leads us nowhere.”—[Chicago Daily News. 


Liberty and Life. Seventeen discourses 
on the applications of scientific truth to morals 
and religion. By E.P. Powell. 12mo, 208 pages; 
cloth, $1; paper, 50c. “Strong. even bold, 
essays on ethical and religions subjects. They 
are tle work of a mau of vigorous intellect, who 
has studied the doctrine of evolution long and 
carefully, and has not found it necessary to 
abandon all his old reverences. The discourses 
are full of interest to the casual reader by rea- 
son of their fund of anecdote and biographical 
citation, and to the seeker for religious and 
moral truth they offer many helps.”—{Literary 

orld. 


Evolution and Christianity. A Study. 
By J. C. F. Grumbine. Cloth, square 18mo, 
75 pages, 80c. ‘Mr. Grumbine’s statements are 
sound and well put: His book is the fruit of 
wide reading and investigation. Iț is a helpful 
one,is thoroughly interesting reading, and its 
presentation of the relation between evolution 
and Christianity includes much valuable 
thought.”-—[Buffalo Express. 

Lessons From the World of Matter and 
the World of Man. By Theodore Parker. 
Selected from notes of unpublished sermons by 
Rufus Leighton. 12mo, 430 pages; cloth, $1.25; 


paper, 50c. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


The Clergyman’s Victims, 


A LIBERAL SIORY, 
By Maus. E. J. Batu. Price, 35 cents. 


Scholar, and one cannot fail to be- 


ages, 50c.; cloth, - 


THE HOLY CROSS SERIES. 


The Popes and Their Doings. Biograph- 
ical sketches of the most noted of these vicars 
of Christ and vicegerents of God, showing what 
they have done, and what kind of men they were. 
It contains very plain statements, iu very un- 
varnished language, and the unmasking is com- 

lete, proving them to have been cruel, in- 
riguing, and licentious men. Considering the 
rapid growth of Catholicism in this country, 
this book cannot be too widely disseminated. 
Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


The Mother of Harlots; a Synopsis of 


Popery, as It Was acd as It Is. By 
William Hogan, for twenty-five years a confess- 
ing priest. The object of this book is to expose 
popery, acquaint the people of the country with 
the dangerous machinations of the church in 
the United States, and warn them against giv- 
ing it any countenance or support. Price, pa- 
per, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


The Awful Disclosures of Maria Monk, 
as exhibited in a narrative of her sufferings dur- 
ine her residence of five years as a novice, and 
two years as a black nun, in the Hotel Dieu 
Nunnery, at Montreal. Perhaps not any anti- 
Catholic book published has created more ex- 
citement, and had such a circulation as this 
work. To counteract its effects the Catholics 
circulated a story that Maria Monk was “no 
better than she should be,” but investigation 
disclosed that her “ child of shame” was none 
other than the child of her priest-seducer. 
Price, paper; 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 

Auricular Confession and Popish Nun- 
neries. By Wm. Hogan, for twenty-five 
years a confessing priest. A revelation of the 
icentious practices of the priests and nuns in 
these religious brothels. There is no question 
that Ex-priest Hogan knew the truth of the 
tales of vice, seduction, and infanticide he gives 
in this volume, and equally there is no question 
thatif the people generally knew of them, Ca- 
tholicism would not be given the vast amounts 
of money now allowed it by our various city 
governments. Price, paper, 50 cents, cloth, 75 


cents. 

The Priest in Absolntion. A Review of 
the system of auricular confession, including 
copious extracts from the ‘‘Confessional Un- 
masked,” from the ‘‘ Master Key to Popery,” 
etc. The work is a protest against and an appeal 
to every American citizen to examine carefully 
and thoughtfully a religious system so invasive 
of privacy, so powerful for evil in licentious 
hands, so fraught with danger to female mod- 
esty, to the ingenuous openness of youth, 
and to the freedom of thought, speech, and 
action. Price. paper, % cents. 


Priestly Celibacy Exposed. A lecture by 
the Rev. Geo. Townsend Fox, of Durham, Eng- 
land. Revised American edition, showing the 
result in parishes of the Roman decree that 
priests shall not mary. Price, paper, 15 cents. 


Sister Lucy and Her Awfal Disclosnres 
Respecting New Hall Convent, Bore- 
ham, Essex, England, Showing that convents 
are inimical to chastity, virtue, and freedom. 


P i er, 10 cents. 
rice, paper “THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York City. 


Christianity a Fiction. 


THE 


Astronomical and Astrologic- | 


al Origin of all Religions. 
By DR, J. H. MENDENHALL. 


Explanatory notes compiled and arranged by 
the late Jonathan M. Roberts. Price, 50 cents. 


addrass THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


iOc. 


TERY EANA 


A splondid writing instrument. Hard Rubber Holder, patent 
continuous feed, durable goldine pen, perfect finish, writes 
10 pages at one tilling. To advertise our line of 1000 necessary 
articles wo send sample pen_with largo catalogue post-paid 
for 10c.,3 for 25c, BIG BARGAIN VA UE! Catalo zofree, 
B.N.INGERSOLL & BRO.6ō CortisndtSt.N.Y.City. 


3teowi? 


BY JBAN MBSLIBR, 
A French 


Faiseness 
of that Re-|4i 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY. 


COSMIAN HYMN-BOOK. 


——9—— 
A COLLECTION OF 


ORIGINAL AND SELECTED HYMNS 


FOR 
Liberal and Bthical Societies, 
for Schools and 
the Home. 
—With Music Written to All the Songs.— 


Comerien By L. K. WASHBURN. 
Price, $1,50, Far aala at THIS OFFICR, 


MOST ARTISTIC SPOON MADE. 
STERLING SILVER, MASSIVE, BEAUTIFUL. 


Given Away. 


In order to introduce this most artistic of all 
Souvenirs, [shall present to all patrons who favor 
me with an order for goods, to the amouut of 
$20, one of the above spoons, my price $2.50, but 
guaranteed a finer spoon than sold elsewhere for 
$3 And for every additional $20, an additional 
spoon. Or with an order for $10 worth ot goods 
I will supply the spoon for $1. 


THE INGERSOLL SOUVENIR 
Is made in the following variety: 


Tea Spons, { . Oxidized. 
10 ounces per doz., 


REDUCTION IN PRICE OF A GREAT BOOK. Superstition in All Aves, The Colonel Ingersoll Souvenir. 


} each $2.50 


A s { Oxidized, X “ 3.00 
14 ounces per doz.,f 
Oxidized, 
s “ gilt bowl, “ 800 
10 ounces per doz., 
_ Oxidized, 
ss S sectional gilt, “8.50 
10 ounces per doz., 
Orange ‘ Oxidized, plain bow, DORE 
e ‘ ee silt © Sa 
Sugar ‘“ “satin ‘ “ 300 
~é “ce te giit ow a 3.50 


The $250 Tea is also supplied etched in bowl, 
“The Time To Be H»ppy I- Now,” or other mot- 
toes, or names, tor fifty cents extra. Parties en- 
titled to spoons may, upon paying difference ia 
price, select any other spoon trom above list. 

y stock embraces everything usually kept in 
first class jewelry stores. Diamonds guaranteed 
20 per cent below regular market price. Watches 
of every description, Chains, Rings, Necklaces, 
Jewelry, Silver and Plated Ware, Optical Goods, 
Baiges, Gold Pius, Etc. And $1,000 will be paid 
for proof that I hav advanced my prices above 
lowest prices published in any of my latest price- 
lists, on account of the above liberal offer. 

(If Freethought Badges are preferred the $2.50 
may be so applied.) 


OTTO WETTSTEIN, 
(Established 1857) Rochelle, IU., 


Designer, of The Perfected “Otto Wettstein” 
Watch; the Beautiful Ingersoll Spoon; the Popu- 
lar Freethought Badge. 

Send for pricelists, cards in colors aud gold of 
badge, tracts, etc., free. 


GOD AND HIS BOOK: 


BOOKS 


BY 


SALADIN 


(W. STEWART ROSS), 
Editor of the 


LONDON AGNOSTIC JOURNAL \ 


When he had read this book Colonel Ingersoll wrote tothe author: ‘* You have earned the 


thanks of all who really think.” 


It is a wor. 


of vast research, of sound criticism, of caustic 


humor, of sledgehamm:r vehemence, of scathing satire, of pathos and eloquence. Tt is one of 
the heaviest iconoclastic broadsides ever fired at the Jewish God and the Bible. . 


Cloth, gold letters, $1.25. 


1 
WOMAN: HER GLORY, HER SHAME, AND HER GOD. 


gi 


The Rev. Archdeacon Farrar said that “ Christianity elevated the woman; it shrouded 
as with a halo of sacred innocence the tender years of the child.” The object of Saladin’s work 


is to show the archdeacon his error, and 


“ This certainly is one of the most marvelous books ever issued from 


he has succeeded. An Engish wiiter said of it: 


he press. The authori- 


ties cited are unquestionable. and the result is convincing.” 
In two volumes, cloth, gilt lettered, $2.50. 


DID JESUS RISE FROM THE DEAD? 


The evidence for the r surrection is in this book carefully considered, and found want- 


ing. It ought to convince every Christian of the untruthfnlness of this 


eged miracle, for 


it is c:rtainly one of the best essays ever written on the subject. 


In paper, 25 cents. 


CHRISTIANITY AND THE 


SLAVE TRADE. 


A condensation of the known facts upon this subject, proving that Christianity did not 


abolish but aided this infamous traffic in human beings. 


o which are added such comments 


as only Saladin can make. In paper, 80 cents. 


THE TRANSITION. 


A consideration of the antagonism of the Bible and science, and of the question whether 
the vèred or allegorical portions of the Christian Bible can be interpreted by modern science. 


In paper, 20 cents. 


ROSES AND RUE. 


Being Random Notes and Sketches. Some of its subjects are: A Last Interview with a 


Man of Genius; An 


Essay on Stirpicalture; Asceticism an 
Poverty; Godin the Constitution; Bruno; Gods; Witchcraft, etc. 


Superstition; Capital Punishment; 
This may be called Bala- 


din’s own book, for it is poetry in prose, and is one of the books that lovers of strong literature 


like to read again and again. 


LAYS OF ROMANCE. 


n cloth, gold- and silver-lettered, $1.50. 


This book reminds one of Sir Walter Scott, being romantic, historio Verse, aglow in every 
page with the energy of a true and high poetic genius 


Cloth, gold-lettered. 75 cents. 


ISAURE and OTHER POEMS. 


The title poem is a story of intense passion, touchingly told. The other twenty poems 


are fresh, fragrant, thoughtt 


and every verse reveals the thinker, observer, and reformer. 


Every page glows with passion and throbs with life. 


Cloth, gold-lettered, 75 cents. 


A FEARFUL FLOGGING. 


By one who endured it. Based upon a manuscript in the possession of Baladin 


paper, 10 cents. 


THE AGONIES OF HANGING. 


Studies in Psychology. 
script in the hands of Saladin. 


By one who was cut down from the gallows. Printed from mant- 
In paper, 10 cents. 


WHIRLWIND SOWN and REAPED. 


A short story of clerical crime and villainy founded on fact. Of this book the Open Court 


said:_‘‘ This nove 


command the same, or more, interest than Helen Gardener's story, ‘Is 


This Your Son, My Lord?’” In paper, 25 cents. 


THE CONFESSIONAL. 


Being an exposure of that infamous religious rite.. Contents: Licentiousness of the Pre- 


Reformation Church; Lechery of the Confessional; The Priest in A 


solution; Confessions of 


the Escaped Nun; Extracts from Dens and Liguori; Examination of the Church's Claim to 


have Fostered, Learning; Her Atte pts at Continency, even more Ruinous than 


Her Self- 


Indulgence; The Relative Criminal Statistics of Catholicism and Protestantism. 


paper, 25 cents. 
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Unless otherwise specified, all publica- 
tions noticed here can be had of Tue 
TRUTH SEEKER Company, at the price 
named. 


Tue ELIMINATOR; or Skeleton Keys to 
Sacerdotal Secrets. By Richard B. 
Westbrook, D.D., LL.D. Cloth, pp. 
441, portrait of author, price $1.50. 

‘Dr. Westbrook, ex-president of the 
American Secular Union, has here written 
avery interesting book. It is full of his- 
torical statements that are trustworthy 
and informing; for its writer is a gentle- 
man of extensiv and accurate scholarship. 
It is, as a battery of attack against super- 
stition, nearly complete; the extensivness 
and variety of the field covered will be 
seen from the chapter titles that we 
will giv farther on. And it is plain in 
language, understandable by the most 
unlearned reader; the author saying: 

“I am prepared to hav certain dilettanti 
sneeringly say, ‘This book is of no cerit- 
ical value.’ They are so accustomed to 
‘scholarly essays’ which are ‘poetically 
sentimental and floridly vague’ that they 
hav little respect for anything else. The 
book is intended for the COMMON PEOPLE, 
and not for the professional] critic.” 

‘The Whole Truth ” is the title of the 
first chapter. This chapter proclaims the 
necessity of telling the whole truth on all 
subjects. Of the apprehensions that so 
doing will weaken morals and govern- 
mental order it says: 

‘These foolish fears show a great want 
of confidence in human nature, and falsely 
assume that moral character depends 
mainly upon an unquestioning faith in 
certain dogmas which, in point of fact, 
hav no necessary connection with it. The 
statistics of crime show that a very large 
majority of those who hav been seized by 
the strong arm of the law as dangerons 
members of society are those who most 
heartily believe in those very dogmas 
of theology which we are warned not to 
criticise, though we may know them to 
be accretions of ignorance and supersti- 
tion, and that some of them hav a natural 
tendency to fetter the essential principles 
of true religion and that higher code of 
morality which alone can stand strong 
under all circumstances. It is safe to 
affirm that ninety-nine hundredths of the 
criminal class believe, or profess to be- 
lieve, in the dogmas of the dominant the- 
ology, Romish and Protestant; which are 
essentially the same.” 

Of the next chapter, ‘‘Sacerdotalism 
Impeached,” a good idea may be had from 
the following four of its chief conclusions: 

“(1) The clerical fraternity claims to 
be more tban a mere profession. It is es- 
sentially a caste, a ‘holy order,’ borrowed 
from the ancient paganism, but somewhat 
modified by Judaism and a perverted 
Christianity. 

*6(2) From such a caste or order the 
whole truth is not to be expected, espe- 
cially when the truth would show the order 
to be an imposture. The assumptions of 
peculiar sanctity, official pre-eminence, 
functional prerogativs, and special spiritual 
authority make such a hope unnatural 
and quite impossible. 

**(3) The church ay em, with its tests 
of orthodoxy, its ecclesiastical handcuffs, 
and its worse than physical thumb-screws. 
puts an end to all independent thinking, 
and results inan enforced conformity in- 
consistent with intellectual progress and 
the discovery and full publication of the 
whole truth. 

“(4) The pecuniary stipend upon which 
professional preachers are dependent has a 
demorselizing and degrading influence, so 
that the doctrinal teaching of the pulpit 
should not be received without hesitation 
and distrust. The common law excludes 
the testimony of interested witnesses, and 
though modern statutes admit such testi- 
mony, the courts take it for what it is 
worth, but always with many grains of 
allowance. ‘A gift pervertetl judgment,’ 
and self-interest may sway the convictions 
of aman who intends and desires to be 
fairly honest.” 

With the third chapter, ‘‘ The Fabulous 
Claims of Judaism,” the doctor enters on 
the task of following up the Christian re- 
ligion from its very embryo, and showing 
point by point how it was formed. 

*‘ Moses and the Pentateuch,” the next 
chapter, continues this labor. It convinc- 
ingly shows the falseness of the popular 
Sunday-school claim that Moses wrote the 
Pentateuch, and indeed exposes the un- 
trustworthiness of that piece of literature 
altogether. 

‘ Ancient Symbolism and Modern Liter- 
alism ” is a chapter tbat will open many a 
church-blinded eye to staring wideness. 
Parts of the Bible which readers hav here- 
tofore passed over with no conception of 
their real meaning will after perusal of 
this chapter be vested with a curious sig- 
nificance. It is suppesed by those who 
hav had no chance to obtain other than 
the ordinary Christian instruction, that 


the Jewish persons and tribes who are in 
scripture represented as adhering to 
Jehovah worshiped no other deities than 
him. But the fact is that they, like other 
peoples of that age, were prone to the 
adoration of a good many other objects. 
Serpent-worship flourished. Phallic wor- 
ship, or adoration of the sexual organs 
and functions, prevailed largely. These 
worships possessed respectivly systems 
of symbolism as elaborate as the Jeho- 
vistic. The references in scripture 
to their symbols and functions are here 
noted and explicated. The work thus be- 
gunis carried farther in the next chap- 
ter— 

** Astral Keys to Bible Stories,” which 
shows that fables concerning the sun and 
the other heavenly bodies are the secret 
groundwork of many Bible tales now 
wrongly taken literally. 

In the succeeding chapter, ‘‘ The Fable 
of the Fall,” the legend of the fall of man 
is discredited, with considerable learning 
and satisfactory reasoning. The comment 


is added : 


** The conclusion is inevitable that if the 
fall of Adam is a fiction, then the entire 
system of evangelical theology is based 
upon a fiction; and the fruit must be 
natural to the tree—a fictitious tree can 
only bear fictitious fruit. Orthodox theo- 
logians, especially of the logical Presby- 
terian stamp, realize that if they giv up 
Adam and Eve as progenitors of the entire 
human race, they giv up the very founda- 
tion-stones of the ‘redemptiv scheme.’ 

x . The fall of Adam is really the 
pivotal principle in dogmatic theology of 
the orthodox variety. If the entire human 
race are notdescendants of a real, genuin, 
historical pair miraculously created (a pair 
almost divine in perfection), and who by 
disobedience fell from their high estate, 
and by their federal or representativ 
character involved all tbeir countless de- 
scendants by natural generation and 
descent in the same ruin—if these things 
are not true, then what is called the evan- 
gelical scheme is based upon a fiction, and 
is to be so treated, regardless of the effect 
upon other theological doctrins. The 
dogma of a sudden, special creation of a 
perfect man is not sustained by the facts 
of history nor the science of paleontology. 
Scientific investigators find man, so far as 
the evidence of his remote existence can 
be traced, very nearly allied to apes; and 
there is abundant evidence to show that 
man has been improving in every respect 
as years and cycles of years hav rolled 
away. It is thus absolutely demonstrated 
that the history of our ruce shows the rise 
or ascent of man from a very low estate, 
instead of his ‘fall’ from a condition of 
high perfection.” 3 

Chapters which are equally valuable, but 
over which space limits enforce ns to pass, 
are: ‘‘ Search for the ‘Last Adam,’ What 
is Known of the New Testament, The 
Drama of the Gospels, the Ideal Christ, 
Jesus and Other Christs, A Reverent 
Critique on Jesus, A Few Fragments, 
Blood-Salvation, and The Things That 
Remain.” 

When we come to this Jast chapter, 
“The Things That Remain,” we are, very 
unwillingly, compelled to discard our 
strain of unqualified approval For the 
first of these things that Mr. West- 
brook conceives to remain after criticism 
has done its utmost, is God. To be 
sure, this God whom no fellow can make 
budge is not so strictly personal, so absurd 
and baneful, a God as the orthodox deity, 
He is, says the author, ‘‘nota@ God. The 
passage in the New Testament (John 4: 
24) admits that ‘a’ is an interpolation. 
There is no personality in God in a sense 
which implies limitation. God is spirit, 
and so spirit is God. Even Professor 
Haeckel, the German materialist, says: 
‘This monistic idea of God, which belongs 
to the future, has already been expressed 
by Bruno in the following words: ‘A 
spirit exists in all things, and no body is 
so small but contains a part of the divine 
substance within itself by which it is ani- 
mated.”’ The words God and religion 
hav been so long associated with supersti- 
tion and priestcraft that many liberal 
thinkers hav a repugnance to both. But 
we must not let these perversions of sacer- 
dotalism rob us of good words. We can 
conceive of God as the Over-all and In-all 
Spirit of the Universe. That spirit is 
causation, and matter, its palpable frrm, 
is one of its manifestations. We know 
that Nature’s method of making worlds 
and brutes and men is by a uniform sys- 
tem of evolution, taking millions and 
billions of years to carry on the work to 
the present time, and that it is likely that 
it will take millions more to perfect it. 
When asked what spirit is, we answer, We 
do not know; neither do we know what 
electricity is, nor can we answer one of a 
thousand questions that come up regard- 
ing the subtle and occult qualities of 
matter. We see no difference between 
the Unknowab/e of Herbert Spencer and 
the Unsearchable of Zophar in the book 
of Job. The Unknown Power is the 
Noumenon, the absolute Being in itself, 
the inner nature of force, motion, and 
even of conscience. . . . It may be 


said that this is ‘begging the question’ by 
assuming the existence of an infinit God. 
But we deny that it is an assumption in its 
last analysis. What is known as the 
scientific method leads logically to the 
conclusion that there must be something 
that theists generally name God. You 
may call it ‘protoplasm,’ ‘molecular 
force,’ the ‘potentiality of matter,’ or 
even matter itself; and when you tell us 
what these words mean we will tell you 
what we mean by ‘God.’ Possibly we all 
mean the same thing. We know of the 
existence of God, as we know other 
things, by palpable manifestations... . 
We affirm no more of God than material- 
ists imply of matter, and we endow him 
with no attributes that they do not virtu- 
ally ascribe to matter. So far as assump- 
tion is cone*rned, both stand on the same 
ground. They, indeed, call things by dif- 
ferent names, but mean about the same 
thing. What theists prefer to call ‘the 
works of God’ materialists call ‘ Nature,’ 
‘cosmic laws,’ ‘spontaneous generation,’ 
‘the potency of matter,’ ‘conservation of 
energy,’ ‘correlation of force,’ and ‘ natu- 
ralselection.’ . . Itis a rational propo- 
sition thatsomething must hav been before 
what is called creation. There must hav 
been an intelligent potency, and that 
power theists call God. Materialism in 
its last analysis ascribes to matter all that 
theists ascribe to God. It givs matter an 
eternal self-existence—endows it with an 
inherent infinit intelligence and an om- 
nipotent potency. It spells ‘God’ with 
six letters instead of three. It makes.a 
God of matter, and then denies his exist- 
ence!” 

Certainly this is all very interesting. It 
must be so, we should say, to Atheists as 
well as to Theists. Atheists searching for 
succinct and sane statements of the argu- 
ments for the existence of a God, that 
they may know just what they hav to fight, 
will scarcely be suited elsewhere better 
than in Mr. Westbrook’s pages. 

The second of these stubborn Things 
thet Remain is religion. The writer 
Says: 

‘We use the word religion as it is used 
by Cicero, in the sense of scruple, im- 
plying the consciousness of a natural 
obligation wholly irrespectiv of what one 
may believe concerning the gods. Re- 
ligion in its true meaning is the great fact 
of duty, of oughiness, consisting in an 
honest and persistent effort to realize ideal 
excellence and to transform it into actual 
character and practical life. Religion as 
a spirit and a life is objected to by none, 
but is admired and commended by all. It 
is superstition, bigotry, credulity, and 
dogma that are detestable. The religious 
instinct has been perverted, turned into 
wrong channels, made subservient to 
priestcraft and kingcraft, but its basic 
principle remains forever firm. If it 
could hav been destroyed, the machina- 
tions of priests would hav annihilated it 
jong ago. Giv yourselves no anxiety about 
the corner-stone of religion, but look well 
to the rotten superstructures that hav been 
reared upon it. Its professed friends are 
often itsrealenemies. . . . That there is 
a general drifting away from the old form- 
ulas of religious doctrin everybody knows, 
and yet there is more practical religion in 
the world to-day than in any previous age. 
It does not consist in fastings and at- 
tendance upon ecclesiastical rites and 
ordinances; but it takes the form of uvi- 
versal education, of providing homes for 
friendless infancy and old age, of the 
prevention of cruelty to children and even 
to brute animals, of the more rational and 
humane treatment of lunatics, paupers, 
and criminals, ameliorating the miseries of 
prisons and hospitals, —in short, of elevat- 
ing and improving the condition of 
universalhumanity. These truly religious 
works do not depend upon any particular 
statement of religious belief, for all sects 
and persons of no sect are equally en- 
gaged in them. Charities would not 
cease if all creeds should be abandoned or 
should be so revised as not to be recog- 
nized by the disciples of Calvin and 
Wesley, and if every priest in the land 
should henceforth giy up the mummeries 
and puerilities of the Dark Ages. Re- 
ligion, as the ‘enthusiasm of humanity,’ 
the cultivation of the virtues, and the 
practice of the highest morality growing 
out of the inalienable rights of mau in all 
the relations of life, is a fixed fact. Itisa 
natural endowment, coeval with humanity 
in its development and progress, and is as 
absolutely indestructible as manhood 
itself.” 

‘The other Things which Remain are the 
scriptures, which ‘‘remain for just what 
they are” and no more; faith in the con- 
tinuity of life, and faith in the doctrin of 
present and future rewards and punish- 
ments. These survivals from the icono- 
clastic hurly-burly are supported by 
arguments some of which seem to us ti 
hav weight, and others of which we 
deem fallacious. 

We esteem the book not without its uses 
as missionary literature. It will please 
and convert some Christians who would 
be repelled by more sweepingly destructiv 
works. 


! Janer Surra. A Prcmiscuous Essay on 
Woman. By W. Stewart Ross. Lon- 
don: Stewart & Co. Cloth, pp. 220, 
price $1 , k 
W. Stewart Ross, or ‘‘ Saladin ” as he is 

more widely known, in this volume muses 
over woman—over the average, every-day 
woman especially. This common type of 
woman of our daily encountering, he 
dubs Janet Smith; and this incarnation of 
femininity he follows through the various 
phases of her life with penetrating obser- 
vation and sage reflection, accompanied 
with sentiment gentle and sweet. Those 
who havenjoyed the choice treat of perus- 
ing the former works of this very notice- 
able writer, must remember the peculiar 
and delicious flavor of his style. In this 
book they will be gratified by the same 
relish of eloquence and glamour of poesy. 
The cogitations, too, are wise and profit- 
able. : 

A passage of no little beauty is the fol- 
lowing : 

‘Nothing which I hav seen forged on 
the anvil of creation is at all to be com- 
pared with her [Janet]. I know the Joy 
and the beauty of the woodlands when 
spring first hangs fringes of tender green 
on the branches of the larch, when the 
wild hyacinth makes the air heavy with 
fragrance, and the bracken bursts from 
the mold in as yet undeveloped bulbs. I 
love the nooks where, up through the wav- 
ing foliage, you hav a glinting glance of 
the blue banner of God, which, at night, 
he dyes black and wavesover the universe, 
emblazoned with the escutcheon of Di- 
vinity, the one solemn moon, and the 
myriads of mysterious stars. The breezes 
play anthems on the tense strings of the 
harp of the soul. The mavis and the merle. 
sing the only order of music understand, 
and the murmur of the burn [brook] is the 
bass to the sylvan symphony. 

“ He did well who situated Eden among 
trees. He did well who ordained religious 
worship to take place under the oak. For, 
of a verity, deity’s own temple is the 
forest ; his Gothic columns are the whis- 
pering pines; the fretted vaults of hiscrypt 
are of intertwining honeysuckle, bazel, 
and holly ; the beech and the birk join 
branches, and whisper in psalms as they 
form the long-drawn aisle. The sound of 
the stream tumbling among the boulders 
is the Te Deum on the organ of Nature. 
The incense is the breath of the primrose. 
The rock, gray and green with lichen and 
moss, is the altar: the fresh wet fern 
thereon seems as if around it glowed a 
nimbus from heaven; the dull century- 
plant has caught a glow which is not of 
earth; and the blue-bell melts away into 
the floral expression of a holy hymn. 

“And, even here, the insatiable longing 
of the soul is not satisfied. Even here the 
ery is: ‘O giv, Eternal God, for my soul 
is void. Here is Eden: but where is 
Eve ?’ 

“ Our prayer is granted Eve is given 
us—the source of all onr joy, the fonnt of 
all our woe. Eve is given us—no fliwer 
of the earth, no star of the sky, so beauti- 
ful as she. Her name, even if it be Janet, 
rings itself into the rhyme and rhythm of 
our being. The street looks the statelier 
because she livs in it; the field is greener 
where she trod. The red rose never was 
so lovely till you saw it in her hand; the 
white rose never was so beautiful till you 
twined it in her hair, Houra abridge 
themselvs into moments when she is pres- 
ent; hours spin themselvs out into eterni- 
tes when she is away. The sun never 
ruled by day till now, and the formerly 
unheeded moon is an adored goddess, rich 
with the Love and Night. You recline at 
the gate of Aidenn, slumbrous with the 
perfume, drunk with the nectar of flowers. 
Stale Terra, the Earth, has been struck 
out of the stellar muster-roll, the hum of 
its cities has died away, and, in your 
dreamy ear, fall only the refrain of the 
anthems which the angels sing, and the 
murmur of seas lapping on the shores of 
worlds where sorrow is unknown. Her 
soft, warm arms are round your neck, 
your breast is garmented with the tum- 
bling wealth of her wine-hued hair: 
dreamily hover over you rosy-linte 
nymphs in samite of moon-lit gossamer. 
You sleep in the hush of heaven on a bed 
of lily and asphodel.” 

. The author’s Antichristian views in fre- 
quent places mingle with the strain. For 
instance: 

“The Christian Janet has been an ill- 
educated, soft-headed, and hysterical 
dupe of priesteraft. Long since that ac- 
cursed snake would hav perished from the 
earth, had _it not, for warmth, insinuated 
itself into Janet's bosom. The big python 
at the Zoölogical Gardens is rolled up in 
a blanket: the viper of priesteraft lies at 
our fireside rolled up in a petticoat. The 
priest is the fiend— 

* Inhumanly ingenious to find ont 

New pains for 1 fe, new terrors for the grave. 
But he has seduced Janet’s simple trust 
and she regards him with a sacred rever. 
ence and awe such as she does not extend 
to the grandest layman that ever lived. 

“If we hav to thank Janet for the birth 
we owe her—a doubtful boon—wa at least 
beg to be excused from thanking her for, in 
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our childhood, twining that. viper round 
our heart; for not having brains enough to 
comprehend the mischief she was doing, 
and for, in the sacred depth of a mother’s 
love, teaching us, unconsciously, the virt- 
ues of ignorance, mental lethargy, big- 
otry, and hate. How insidious the viper 
is.at first to the child, as it basks in that 
child’s simple and wondering credulity, 
and consecrated .by a mother’s holy love! 
The mother reflects not that, one way or 
other, it has made her the silly, brainless 
thing she is, the dups of the priest and the 
slave of her husband. She recks not that 
the son to whom she introduces the viver 
of Romanism, Presbyterianism, om the 
like, will hav to pass through life an un- 
consciously cringing and abject helot, as 
far as the higher. mental and moral man- 
hood are concerned; or he will hav to 
stand forth like a Laocoon, and, between 
the altw and the sea, wrestle with the 
monster serpent of Priestcraft, his valiant 
thews battling with the crushing coils, 
with much spiritual travail and anguish 
and agony.” l : 

Much time never passes without the 
grim glare of animosity which glows from 
Saladin’s face when he is assailing evils, 
andthe smile of rapture with which he 
contemplates his fancy’s air-drawn scenes 
of tenderness and joy, both giving way to 
the twinkle of humor unctuously droll. 
Behold: 

“Countless millions of prayers hav 
gone up to Christ, and countless millions 
to Osiris; and the two hav answered alike. 
There is a grand equality among the gods 
of all nations and ages, as far as the 
answering of prayers is concerned. Isis 
has answered just exactly the same num- 
ber as Juno and Mary and Frigga. A 
more practical example of praise and 
praver than the ‘Christ to keep’ speci- 
men is, while I write, flaring from the 
boardings of London beneath the pict- 
ure of a happy, red-haired girl who has 
just gone to bed in conscious safety from 
the inroads of ‘ Ye bugge that walketh by 
night.’ The nali emulari runs: — 


“ Of all the powders made by art 
There’s none to equal KEATING’s; 
From bugs aud fleas it frees each part 
Of blanket, rug, and sheetings; 
And, when in bed I lay my head, 
His praise I'll keep repeating, 
There’s not & man in all the world 
Who’s down on fieas like Kvatina. 


“ Never to speak of such big jobs as the 
averting of plagues, wars, aud earth- 
quakes, allthe gods ever prayed to put to- 
gether hay never yet killed a flea. Gods 
help only those who help themselvs, They 
practically say: ‘Get twopenuy worth of 
Keating’s insect powder and stop bother- 
ing us about your fleas.’ Mr. Stead 
some time ago, in his Review of Reviews, 
calculated that, during the first fifty years 
of his life, Albert Edward, Prince of 
Wales, had been prayed for 830,000,000 
times in English churches, exclusiv of the 
times he had been prayed for by private 
individuals. The burden of the prayers 
was that his Royal Highness be ‘endowed 
with his [that is, Jehovah's] Holy Spirit, 
and enriched with heavenly grace.’ And, 
after this immense parson-power praying 
for him for over fifty years, Albort Ed- 
ward is—just ths Prince of Wales, better 
than some and worse than others of us poor 
wretches who are accounted hardly worth 
the praying for. If 880,000,000 prayers 
at enormous exp2nse and concentrated on 
one point produces no effect, it is surely 
time to set about utilizing the incalcu- 
lable volts or hors3-power of hitherto mis- 
directed energy.” 


Among the books awaiting our review 
are Dr. Foote’s new ‘‘Human Wonders, 
Freaks, and Diseases,” and others equally 
useful. Next week they will find them- 
selvs served up to the world. 
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Being true accounts of the passing away of the 
following persons, thus refuting the many Chris- 
tian slanders upon them and otsers: 

Lord Amberley, John Baskerville, Pierre Bayle, 
Jeremy Bentham, Paul Bert, Lord Bolingbroke, 
Francois Broussais, Giordano Bruno, Henry 
Thomas Buckle, Lord Byron, Richard Carlisle, 
William Kingdon Olifford, Anacharsis Clootz, An- 
thony Oollins, Auguste Comte, Condorcet, Robert 
Cooper, D’Alembert, Danton, Charles Darwin, 
Erasmus Darwin, Delambre, Denis Diderot, 
Etienne Dolet, George Eliot, Frederick the Great, 
Gambetta, Garibaldi, Isaac Gendre, Gibbon, 

odwin, Goethe, Grote, Helvetius, Henry Heth- 
erington, Hobbes, Austin Holyoake, Victor Hugo, 
Hume, Littre, Harriet Martineau, Jean Meslier 
James Mill, Jou Stuart Mill, Mirabeau, Robert 
Owen, Thomas Paine, Courtlandt Palmer, Rabe- 
lais, Winwood Reade, Madame Rolard, George 
Sand, Schiller, Shelley, Spinoza, Strauss, John 
Toland, Vanini, Volney, Voltaire, James Watson, 
John Watts, Thomas Woolston. 

Price, 25 cents. Address 
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Only Authorized Editions. 


GODS AND OTHER LECTURES. 

Comprising Ths Gods, Humboldt, Thomas Paine, Individuality, Heretics and Heresies. 
Paper, 5 cents; cloth, $1. 

HHOSTS AND OTHER LECTURES. 

Incinding The Ghosts, Liberty of Man, Woman, and Child; The Declaration of Independ- 
ence, About Farming in Illinois, Speech Nominating James G Blaino for Presidency in 1876, 
The Grant Banquet, A Tribute to Rev. Alex. Clarke, The Past Rises Before Me Like a Dream, 
and A Tribute to Ebon C. Ingersoll. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 

SOME MISTAKES OF MOSES, 

ontents: Soma Mistakes of Moses, Free Schools, The Politicians, Man and Woman, Th 

Pentateuch, Monday. Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, He Made the Stars ‘Also, Friday, Batue 
day, Let us Make Man, Sunday, The Necessity fox a Good Memory, The Garden, Phe iai. 
Dampness, Bacchus und Babel, Paitin in fith, fhe Hebrews, The Plagues, The Flight, Confess 
and oo Inspired Slavery, Marriage, War, Religious Liberty, Conclusion. Paper, 50 cents; 
cloth, $1. 

INTERVIEWS ON TALMAGE., 

Being Six Interviews with the Famous Orator on Six Sermons by the Rev. T. DeWitt Tal- 
mage, of Brooklyn, to which is added a Talmagian Catechism. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1.25; 
cloth, gilt, $1.50. 

BLASPHEMY. : . 

Argument by R. G. Ingersoll in the Trial of C. B. Reynolds, at Morristown, N. J. This is 
the greatest argument. ever made in a case of this kind, and will be a model for the bar so long 
as the Christians use force to repress free speech. Its legal acumen is unsurpassed, its elo- 
quence never equaled in a trial for “blasphemy.” Wherever Christian persecution is going 
on this argument should be freel - circulated, read to the Christians, and: expounded on every 
occasion. Paper, 25 cents; clotn, 50 cents. 

WHAT MUS? WE DO TO BE SAVED? ; 

Analyzes the so-called gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and Jobn, and devotes a chapter 
each to the Catholics, Episcopalians, Methodists, Presbyterians, Evangelical Alliance, and an- 
swers the question of the Christians as to what he proposes instead of Christianity—the relig- 
ion of sword and flame. Paper, 25 cents. 

THE GREAT INGERSOLL CONTROVERSY. l 

. The famous Christmas Sermon by Colonel Ingersoll, the heated replies of the ministers, 

and Colonel Ingersoll’s rejoinders to the same. Paper, 25 cents. 
THOMAS PAINE’S VINDICATION. 

A Reply tothe New York Observer's Attack upon the Author-hero of the Revolution, ‘by 

R. G. Ingersoll. Paper, 15-cents. 
LIMITATIONS OF TOLERATION. 

- A Discussion between R. G. Ingersoll, Hon. Frederick R. Coudert, and Ex-Governor 

Stewart L. Woodford. Paper, 10 cents. 
ORTHODOXY. CIVIL RIGHTS SPEECH. 

A Lecture. Paper, 10 cents. 
OPENING SPEECH TO THE JURY: i 

nthosuit of the B. & M. Tel, Co. vs. W. U. Tel. Co., 1886 Paper, 10 cents. 

CRIMES AGAINST CRIMINALS. ' ' 

Delivered Before the New York State Bar Association. Paper, 10 cents. 

LIFE. A Prose-Poem. In color, on board, gilt edges, 9x 13 (for mantel, wall, or easel), 50 cents. 


LITHOGRAPH OF R. G. INGERSOLL. A LAY SERMON. 


22x 28 inches, heavy plate paper, 50 cents. On the Labor Question. Paper, 5 cents, 
PHOTOGRAPH (CABINET) OF R. G. INGERSOLL, 50 cents. 
os sé & COLONEL INGERSOLL, WITH BABY BROWN. 


(A home picture.) 50 ents. 
PHOTOGRAPH (PANEL), 18 x 24 inches, $5. (IMPERIAL), 7} x 13 inches, $1.50. 


STAGE AND THE PULPIT. 
An Interview on their Comparative Merits, and Opinions on the Trial of the Chicago 
Anarchists, the Catholic Church, etc. Paper, 3 cents. 
DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE. INGERSOLL ON MceGLYNN. 


Centennial Oration. Paper, 6 cents. Paper, 3 cents. 


INGERSOLL CATECHISED., Paper, 3 certs. BIBLE IDOLATRY. Paper, 3 cents. 
THE TRUTH OF HISTORY. -> : 


Comments on the assertion by an evangelist that Colonel Ingersoll had become 2 Christian, 
had admitted that Thomas Paine recanted, and that his own children had joined the church. 
aper, 3 cents. 
INGERSOLL’S ADDRESS BEFORE THE NEW YORK UNITARIAN CLUB. 

, The lecture is 2 grand one, and was received by the club with continuous applause from 
beginning to end, which speaks weil for the Unitarians. The pamphlet contains 12 pages, 
beautifully printed. ricc, 6 cents; ten copies, 50 cents. 

MEMORIAL ORATION ON ROSCOE CONKLING. 
Delivered before the New York legislature May 9, 1888. Price, 75 cents. 


GOD IN THE CONSTITUTION. 


One of the best papers Colonel Ingersoll ever wrote. In paper cover with likeness of 
author. Price,10cents. Twelve copies for $1. 


INGERSOLL’S GREAT ADDRESS ON THOMAS PAINE, 


At the Paine celebration in New York city in 1892. Price, 6 cents; ten copies for 50 cents. 


-INGERSOLL’S LECTURES IN ONE VOLUME. 


CONTENTS.—The Gods; Humboldt; Tudividuakty: Thomas Paine; Heretics and Iere- 
sies; The Ghosts; The Liberty of Man, Woman, and Child; The Centennial Oration, or Decla- 
ration of Independence, July 4, 1876 ; What I Know About farming in Illinois; Spec th a3 Cin- 
ciunati in 1876, nominating James G. Blaine for the Presidency; The Past Rises Before Me, 
or, Vision of War, an extract from a Speech made at the Soldiers’ and Sailors’ R-uni>u 
at Indianapolis, Ind., Sept. 21, 1876; A Tribute to Ebon C, Iugersoll; Tne Grant Benquct; 
Crimes Against Criminals; Tribute to the Rev. Alexander Clarke; Som Mistakes of Moses; 
What Must We Do to be Saved? Six Interviews with Robert G. Ingersoll on Six Sermons by 
the Rev. T. Da Witt Talmage, D.D.; to which is added a Talmagian Catechism, aud Four 
Pretaces, which contain some of Mr. in ersoll’s wittiest and brightest sayings, 

This volume has tho greatest popularity, is beautifully bound in half calf or half morocco, 
mottled edges, 1,357 page:, good paper, large type, post 8vo. Price, postpaid, $5. 


LIBERTY IN LITERATURE, ; 

Testimonisl to Walt Whitman. “Let us put wreaths on the brows of the living.” An Ad- 

dress delivered in Philadelphia, Oct. 21, 1890, with pomit of Whitman. Containing also 

COLONEL INGERSOLL’S ADDRESS AT THE FUNERAL OF WALT WHIT- 
MAN, at Harleigh, Camden, N. J., March 30, 1892. Paper, 25 cents; cloth, 50 cents. 


PROSE-POEMS AND SELECTIONS. 


Vifch edition, enlarged and revised. A handsome quarto, containing 333 pages. This is 
beyond question, the cheapest and most elezant volume in Liberal literature. Its mechanical 
finish is worthy of its intrinsic excellence. No expens. has been spared to make it the thing of 
beauty it is. Tho type is large and clear, the paper heavy, highly calendered, andrichly tinted, 
the presswork faultless, and the binding as perfect as the best materials aud skill can make it. 

As t9 the contents, it is enough to say that they include all of tae choicest utterances of 
the greatest writer on tho topics treated that has ever lived. 5 , 

Those who have not the good fortune to own all of Mr. Ingersoll’s published works, will 
have in this book of selections many bright samples of his lotty thought, his matchless elo- 

nence, his wonderful imagery, and his epigrammatic and poecticpower. he collection in- 
Giudes all of the “Tributes” that have become famous in literature—notably those to his brother 
E. O. ingersoll, Lincola, Grant, Beecher, Conkling, Courtlundt M. Palmer, Mary Fiske, Flizur 
Wright: his peerless monographs on “The Vision of War,” Love, Liberty, Art and Morality, 
Science, Nature, The Imagination, Decoration Day Oration, What is Poetry, Music of Wagner, 
Origin and Destiny, “ Leaves of Grass,” and on the great heroes of inteliectual Liberty. Be- 
sides these are innumerable gems taken here and there from the orations, speeches, ar. uments, 
toasts, lectures, lctters, inter views, and dav by day conversations cf the author. 

The Look is designed for, and will be accepted by, admiring friends as a rare personal 
souvenir. To help it serve this purpose, a fine steel portrait, with autograph fac-simile, has 
been prepared especially tor ite Inthe more elegant styles oť binding itis eminently suited 
for presentation purposes, for any season, or occasion. , a ; : 

P PricEs.—In cloth, beveled boards, gilt edges, $2.50; in half morocco, gilt edges, $5; in half 
calf, mottled ‘edges, library style, $4.50; in full Turkey morocco, gilt, exquisitely tine, $7.50; 
in full tree calf, highest possible finish, $9, 


Any of the above sent to any address, by express, prepaid, or mail, post free, 


THE TRUTA SEE KER. | on receipt of price. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Pl., New York, 


Wit Speech of Hon. Frederick Douglass. Paper, 10 cents. 


\Colonel Kelso’s Works. 


The Bible Analyzed. Cloth, octavo, 833 
pages, $3. 

Deity Analyzed. Cloth, 12mo, $1.00. 

“he Real Blasphemers. Paper, 12mo, 
188 pages, 50c. 

Spiritualism Sustained. Cloth, 1amo, 
A5 pages, $1. £ 

Dniverse Aniyan. 1 


SCIENCE VS, RELIGION, 


OB, T 
Conflict between Reason and Superstition, © 
By T, C. WIDDICOMBE, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


Price, 10 cents. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


THE SABBATH. 


By M. FARRINGTON, 
A Thorough Examination and Ref- 
utation of the Claims of the 
Sabbatarians. 
Price. - - - - - 


A SHORT: 


HISTORY OF THE BIBLE, 


BEING 
A Popular Account of the Formatlon and Development 
of the Canon, 


By BRONSON D. KEELER. 


~9 cents. 


CONTENTS: The Hebrew Canon. The New Tes- 
tament. The Early Controversies. The Books at 
First Not Considered Inspired. Were the Fathers 
Competent? e Fathers Quoted as Scripture 
Books Which ara Now Called Apocryphal. The 
Heretics. The Christian Canon. 

Panar. s0 cants: cloth. 75 nenta. 


Pyramid of Gizeh. 


Ancient Egyptian Civilization and Hebrew Nar- 
rative in Genesis and Exodus. 
By Van Buren DeNstow. LL.D. Price, 15 cents 
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NOTED SPECIALIST, 
For Men Only, 


Is a physician of a wide and extensive practice, 
and his remedies are of the best. The Doctor 
treats all those peculiar diseases of young and 
middle-aged men, as the result of youthful errors 
and excesses, causing Early Decay, Loss of Man- 
hood, Wasting Discharges, Varicocele, Mental 
and Physical Debility, Tdi 
Death. . . : k 
To those afflicted and who are desirous of being 
cured a booklet of some 33 pages will be sent to 
their address for ten cents, sealed in a plain 
envelope, giving causes and Symptoms of the 
Complaint and a description of the Doctor’s im- 
ortant medical prada tase Outward Applica- 
‘tion—a positive eure e ue remedy of the 
kind in existence—with evidences o ccess, 
dress, DR. R. P. FELLOWS, 
_ Vineland, N. J. 
And say you saw this advertisement in THE 
TRUTH SEEKER. . 
Dr Fellows is an Infidel. 


THE 


ocy, Insanity, apd 


Fo neyutate the 


STOMACH, LIVES 
anno BOWELS, taxe 


RiPANS TABULES 


SOLD RY DEUGRISTR. . 
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HrLeNA Ferrer, of New York city, has 
been crazed by religion. 


BraminaHam, Eng., is fining tobacco- 
nists and candy-dealers wholesale for 
Sunday traffic. 


Tue railroads hav reaffirmed their in- 
tention to reduce fares to the Exposition 
only twenty per cent. 


On the 28d ult, the pope gave a cere- 
monial audience to the princess of Wales 
and her sons and daughters, 


Tus jubilee celebration of Leo XIII, 
brought in gifts of $1,250,000, and jewels, 
plate. and other valuable articles worth 
$1,000,000. 


Tue American Bible Society will disg- 
tribute New Testaments at the Columbian 
Exposition, and has already prepared 
250,000. 


Near Nacogdoches, Tex., last Sunday, 
two factions of a colored congregation 
fought in church with stones, club:, 
knives, and pistols. 
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Bestves the Sunday-school exhibits in 
the World’s Fair grounds, a model 
Sunday-school building for the design of 
which a prize of $500 has just been 
awarded, will be erected « utside the gates, 


Antonio Asrora, an Italian living in 
Johnstown, Pa., attempted to remove his 
trunk and valise from one boarding-honse 


WAS JERRY'S JOSS INFIDEL? to another on Sunday, and was arrested 
and fined $4 for desecration of the Sab- 
Thus saith the Lord of hosts, Hearken not unto the words of tho prophets that prophesy nuto you: they bath. 


in: k isi hoi heart, aad not oat of tha mouth of the Lord.—Jere. xxiii, 16. 
make you vain: they speak & visioa of their owa heart, and not oat o i uth of the Lor 8 , Ow the 27th ult, the New York police 
found the factions of the colored Zion 


| If you need a medicine pay attention to some- themselvs, that the profane aid of several 


aN EADS 


PFREETHOUGHT. 


By W. S. BELL. 


Containing in condensed and systematized form a 
vast amount of evidence against the superstitious doc- 
trines of Christianity. As a book of reference and aid 
Bi oh to all truth seekers it is invaluable. Its classification 

RAS of subjects makes it a hand-book. 
Paine’s “Age of Reason,” it enables somebody in every village to “corner the parson.” Its wide 
variety of subjects include all the disputed points between p 
$1.25. 


As Ingersoll said o 


ty and Freethought, Price, 
THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


“A Digest of Science.” 


thing which wi l cure you. Itis known as 


The Water of Life, 


and is adapted to curing, more especially, all 
forms of Stomach, Liver, Kidney, and Bladder 
troubles. By injecting this water it will heal all 
sorts of inflammations of theinternal organs,such 
cases as Piles, Typhoid aud other fevers, Bowel 
diseases, Uterins and other forms of Female 
Complaints. Itix Bloog Purifier, and is an ex- 
cellent remedy for Catarrh and Lung and Throat 
inflammations. It will heal the nerves, restoring 
lost vigor of mind and body, creating a good 
appetite and producing sound sleep. It arts 
steadily upon the urine, cleansing the blood by 
means of the Kidneys, +nd acts mildly upon the 
bowels, thereby producing bodily habits which 
are so essential to good health, 'This 


=- Water of Life 


is sold absolutely pure, as it is pumped from 
the spring, without the addition of any drug 
whatever. Itis Nature's Remedy, pure and sim- 
ple, and nota manufactured article. The - uccess 
*t has achieved has come mostly from its friends 
who hav been cured by using it. Send for a 
pamphlet free, containing photo-engraved let- 
ters and recommendations from those who have 
used it, giving a forty-page history and all par- 
ticulars about this remarkable water, to 


J. R. PERRY, Manager, 
6m12 34 South Main Street, Wilkesbarre, Pa, 


officers supported by Infidel taxes was 
necessary. 


Ar Chicago Rev. Cyrus ‘Teed’s 
“ Heaven ” or ‘‘College of Life” has be- 
gun injunction proceedings against the 
municipality for shutting off water to com- 
pel payment of water taxes, which the 
‘* Heaven” claims exemption from as a 
religious establishment, 


Tue Russian extradition treaty, which 
had been kept secret by the officers of 
this government, has been so far revealed 
as to permit our learning that the most 
dangerous clause is one promising the re- 
turn of forgers, Asa passport can be ob- - 
tained by a political suspect only by 
forgery, he cannot leave Russia without 
becoming amenable for this crime, 


Tae conclusions of the persons at Chi- 
cago conversant with Fair matters is 
that ‘‘Sunday closing is a fixed fact.” 
Those interested in the finances lament 
that “Sunday closing will seriously re- 
duce not only the total attendance but the 
average week-days.” They regret that 
Congress should hav given $2,500,000 


HAND-BOOK | MEDICAL. _[istunssreizicn to keep ponso mnong 
Oo 


THE DYNAMIC THEORY OF LIFE AND MIND: 


Anattempt toshow that all Organic Beings are both Con- 
structed and Operated by the Dynamic Agencies 
of their respective Environments, 
Money and secrets nre safe inside this of representing personages from the 


unnn AN 
By JAMES B. ALEXANDER. $ en O araban. : : r 
yY Bample with secretin sented envelope post paid with Caralogue scripture on the stage . s Salome ” is 


Over 400 illustrations, 87 chapters, 1,067 pages, and a 3-column index of 11 pages. | ustulartician r ster Coes gon SLM $1.8 Doz heey nee ae episode, in- 
Price, express prepaid by us, only $2.75. & » John the Baptist, ete. 


Tux New York city Central L 
i the field covered by thousands of books, such as those of the ' 3 e i city Centra, abor Fed- 
a This mork endeavors to embrace, f he fiola cover i Scientific Series,” etc- by bringing together, in n t t il ep y 4 t-p Ni eration learned that one of its component 


WIZARDS MAGIC PURSE, | sunday ciosing» °? © condition of 


The most bewildering illusion dis- ş 
covered in this century! nA vory strong Tue success of Oscar Wilde’s new play 
urse of the finest dresse stron, i 
Towed and beautifully embroidered. may occasion another attempt to repro- 
(Reguiargoods of equal quality sell for duce his drama ss Salome ” which Was 
öne. to 76¢.) Comprises 3 pockets, which f d li ig Sores 
pe SUARANTES ne ma on open in 8 Treiuse! a icense by the British lord 
ours without knowing the secret, It i 7 “ : 
has "baed all experts in puzziedom. chamberlain in his capacity of dramatic 


A t velty, & wonderful myster censor, be au : 
anda nsemi PENI al in one, your ui 9 se of the doubtful propriety 


i j hem, all of the known”factors con- bodies, the Anti-S È ). 
simple and direct form, with proper correspondence between t 8, e Antl-Sweating Union, was 
tributing toward the origin and evolution of organic beings. : entering on an allinne gl 2 oe 


AND hurst’s society, whereupon it resolved, 
P EEEE bd Ga aT an ecco Geese led races wa THE TRUTH SEEKER That we strongly censure the act of the 
soni ONE YEAR, Anti-Sweating Union in joining hands 


It is entertaining as well as enlightening, and will lead you to" worth-ship” (worship) nature 
—4. e., appreciate the worth of the Universal Mother. 
You must own this book some day: why not NOW? 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


l with Dr. Parkhurst’s or anization, be- 
Win be. sent for, 84.50, pune cause we think it hostil to organized 
P Gin bear ine Ps UTH labor, being composed of church-members, 

| capitalists, and other disreputahle people,” 


THE | James HAMILTON, a negro, at one time a 
WAS ABRAHAM LINCOLN) Ingersoll Souvenir Spoon gees rs egeoned By steer 
murder. He had always been a devout 


AND 
THE TRUTH SEEKER Methodist, but several days before death 


A SPIRITUALIST? — |ausemeya®t chess oat TE See 
ill be sent for $4.75. Sugar Spoons and Tru remaining days to praying, readi 
I SEEKER, $5. Either kind (Tea or Sugar) Spoon Bible, and conferring with bis ri ig tie 
with gilt bowl, 50c. more. ld l , Priest. He 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, |VOVld pray aloud continuously, in a mut- 
: : tering tone, anon raising his voice to that 
of a preacher’s exh 


. ortation, i 
Curious Revelations From the WAS IE | hour was spent with two Brica EA ast 


~—OR—- 


Life of a Trance Medium. 
By MRS. NETTIE COLBURN MAYNARD, 


A Together with Portraits, Letters, and Poems. Illus- 

trated with Engravings, and Frontispiece of Lincoln 
from Carpenter’s Portrait from life. 
paper, 75 cents. 


TUR TRUTH SEEKER CO.. 28 Lafavette vlace, N. Y, 


‘ decision against the scriptures and the C 
| tradition. Price, 10 cents. Address 


CHRIST « = « 
—soce— CRUCIFIED? 


By AUSTIN BIERBOWER, 


A Judicial consideration of the question,and the 
hristian 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


vanced with them to the electric chair 
carrying aloft a small crucifix, all three 
repeating a prayer. When he was seated 
Father Creeden: leaned over his shoulder 
chanting ‘‘Save me, Jesus!” When the 
priest was given the signal to 
Hamilton repeated ‘‘Save me, J esus!” 
till silenced just as the “e” had left hig 
lips ond Petoro ho could sound “J.” The 
crucifix in his right hand was cle 

tightly that it nearly broke, a 
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what an infamous humbug You are \\ 


CARISTIAN CITARITY.—POUNDS FOR THE PARSON, BUT CENTS FOR THE POOR. 


D] 


THIS IS THE HOUSE 
amsar LHAT JOE BUILT! 


” 
“The Santa Maria. 
Tis located at 674 East Sixty-third Street, Chicago, 
and is within NINE MINUTES’ walking dis- 
tance from the GRAND ENTRANCE to the 
World’s Fair! 

Entirely of brick and stone; permanent structure; stands alone; all outside rooms; 
new and neat; select neighborhvod; high and dry; good plumbing; every modern 
improvement; $1.00 to $2.00 a day; NO DEPOSIT REQUIRED; under; 
owner’s management; only 43 rooms; HOME-LIKE ! Address á 


JOSEPH H. GOODWIN, proprietor. 
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1 Why not engage rooms vow? They 're GOING! 


claims of supernaturalism ever written. By F. 
W. Newman, Emeritus Professor of the London 
University. 1.115 pages, 8vo. In cloth, $4; 


The Truth Seeker Library. | 


The World’s Sages, Thinkers, and Re- 
formers. The Biographies of three hun- 
dred of the most distinguished teachers and 
philosophers (who were not Christians), from 
he time of Menu to the present. By D. M. Ben- 
nett. 1,075 pages, 8vo. Cloth, $3; leather, $4; 
morocco, gilt edges, $4.50. 

The Champions of the Church: Their 
Crimes and Persecutions, Biographical 
sketches of prominent Christians. compan- 
ion book to “ The World’s Sages,” ete. By D. M. 
Bennett. 8vo, 1,119 pages. Morocco, gilt edges 
Price, $4 50. 

The Gods and Religions of, Ancient and 
Modern Times. Vol. I gives a full ac- 
count of all the gods the nations of the earth 
have worshiped, including, Jehovah, Satan, the 
Holy Ghost, Jesus Christ. irgin Mary, and the 
Bible. 885 pages, 8vo. Vol. describes fully 
all religious systems of the world, including 

hammedanism, and, Christianity; 

being fully gone 


aitor occupying 372 
elatter occupyin Ages, y 
into. 949 pages. by D. SL Bennett. rit- 
ten in prison at Albany. In cloth, $3 per vol- 
ume, or $5 for the two volumes; in leather, $7; 


in morocco, gilt edges, $8. 


Supernatural Religion. An inquiry into 
the reality of divine revelation. Decidedly the 
most thorough and exhaustive work on the 


i The Great Works of Thomas 


leather, $5; morocco, gilt edges, $5.50. 

Paine. 
Age of Reason, Examination of 
Prophecies, Reply to Bishop of Llandaff, Let- 
ters to Mr. Erskine, Essay on Dreams, Letter 
to Camille Jordan, The, Religion of Deism, 
Common Sense, The Crisis, and the Rights of 
Man; the whole preceded by the Life of Paine, 
and a steel-plate portrait. 800 pages, 8vo. 
glori, $3; leather, $4; morocco, gilt edges, 


50. 

Analysis of Religious ‘Belief. An ex- 
amination, of the Creeds, Rites, and Sacred 
writings of the World. By Viscount Amberley, 
son of the late Lord John Russell, twice Pre- 
mier of England. Complete from the London 
edition. 745 pages, 8vo. In cloth, $3. 

The foregoing volumes are called “The Truth 

Seeker Library.” If all are ordered 


together and 
sent by express, one dollar will be deducted from 
the price of each. 


Brain and the Bible. 


Conflict Between Mental Science and Theology. 
By Epa@ar O. BEALL. 
Proatsce oy R. G, INGERSOLL. 
Unanswerable, Price, #1. 


Including The 


; CREACAGACAEREAERERE AGAR GA SAGA GARBAGE l Just Out.— 9 5 C ents == Five Copies for $1. 


once that he would give $25 & 


A Liberal living in Michigan said 3 
year to have the Crimes of Preachers recorded, as the freanent lapses 
of virtue of the ministers showed how little value hristianity 
possesses to make men moral. ade A 

We have jusc issued the Fourth Edition of the book doing this 
The additions for this new edition of the : 


“Crimes of Preachers” 


shows nearly 400 cases of ministerial conduct. While those in pre- 
vious editions show that within a tew years abcut 


1300 MINISTERS HAVE BEEN GUILTY 


of one kind or another of criminal condu+t. Most of the crimes 
are against women, for the fair sex are at once the weakness and 
we strength of the church—“ the church” meaning of course the 
clergy. 

_ Notwithstanding the mauy additional pages. we have kept the | 
price the same, 25 cents. Send for » copy, and confound the church- 
men. Show them just what sors of scamps are the clergy who have 
closed the World’s Fair oa Sunday. bacause it is so holy a day that to look upon machinery or 
paintings in this period is “immoral.” 7 

dress THE TRUTH SEEKER, ‘8 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Hard Knocks MW RELIGIOUS EXPE- 


at Christianity. 
| | RIENCE, 


By R. WHEELER. 


_ This book is just what, its title implies—thump- 
ing whacks at superstition. It deals, with the 
effect of Christianity on the world, showing 
what Christians have done to advance their relig- 
ion and impede the progress of man. It shows 


By S., P. Putnam. 


that Jesus was a false prophet, that the gospels Being the story of his religious life and mental 
are not authentic, and that Christianity is a bor- journeyinge. ritten in his happiest and most 
rowed system of religion. That the Bible is not | brilliant way, and is the best of all his splendid 


cents. Address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


in accord with Science, that the atonement works. Price, 25 
scheme is futile and foolish, and that religion is 
not areal benefit to man. 

Price, 20 cents, six for $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Is Controversy Dangerous? 


By W. F. JAMIESON. 
This little book goes down to the very bed- 
rock of human liberty. . 
Price, - - - - 2% cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


«With Daughter's BabeUpon — 


His Knees.” 


Photograph of Colonel Ingersoll, with his 
encod in his lap, & dslioate little souvenir of 
Qimerica’s greatest orator and Freedom’s reatest 
champion at home, may be had at this office for 
fifty centa 


226. 


Thomas Paine’s Works. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER APRIL 15, 1893. 


Address The Truth Seeker Company“ 


POPES AND THEIR DOINGS. 


ACCOUNT OF 


Viears of Christ and 


Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


FREETHINKERS’ PICTORIAL T 


THE ABSURDITY AND UNTRUTHFUL 
NESS OF THE CHURCH’S CLAIM 
TO BE A DIVINE AND BENEFI- 
CENT INSTITUTION, AND RE- 
- VEALING THE ABUSES 


The Churc. 


” Piety in 


ba Prayer. 
bi The Creeds. 


Laat hedaman hedaaheal | Seaheched Re 
se 


represent Uncle Sam and the Priests. 
S The Church Robbing the People. 
ba Thanksgiving. 

A Sabbath Laws. 

fe Children and the Church. 

as Woman and the Church. 


Studies in Natural History. 
K The Bible and Science. 

- The Clergy and Their Flocks. 
ur Penitentiaries. 
The Atonement Scheme. 

a The Lord and His Works. 


t Christians and Mohammedans. 


Life of. 


trait. $1 


Vicegerents of God. 
receipt of one dollar. 


The illustrations are classified as follows: 


isslonaries. 


and Thomas Pains. 


Heaven. 
Hell 
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A most extraordinary publication. We venture the assertion that nothi 
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comments thereon. It is quite evident that to 
conceal the plagiarism, the name of Apollonius 
was suppressed. 
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Some Handsome Premiums, 


To induce new subscriptions and 
prompt renewals on the part of our 
friends we make the following hand- 
some premium offers: 

For $5.00 we will send Tu: Truru 
SEEKER one year ($3.00) and “ Paine’s 
Great Works Complete ” (3.00). This 
edition of Paine’s works contains a 
picture of Paine, of the statue proposed 
to be erected in Chicago, and of his 
monument in New Rochelle. 

For $5.00 we will send Tur TRUTH 
Seexer one year ($3.00) and “The 
World’s Sages, Thinkers, and Reform- 
ers” ($3.00). By D. M. Bennett. 

For $4.50 we will send Taz Teura 
SzrxeR one year ($3) and “The 
Freethinker’s Pictorial Text Book” in 
cloth ($2.50). 

For $4 we will send Tax TRUTH 
Srexer one year ($3) and “The Free- 
thinkers Pictorial Text-Book” in 
boards ($2). 

For $4 we will send Tae Trura 
SzxKer one year ($3) and a copy of 
“Old Testament Stories Comically 
Illustrated ” in cloth covers ($1.50). 

For $3.50 we will send Taz Trorn 
Seeker one year ($3) and “Old Testa- 
ment Stories Comically Illustrated ” in 
board covers ($1). 

For $7.00 we will send Tur Trorz 
Srexer one year ($3.00) and the 
“Gods and Religions of Ancient and 
Modern Times” ($5.00), by D. M, 
Bennett. In two volumes. Vol. I 
gives a full account of all the gods the 
nations of the earth have worshiped, 
including Jehovah, Satan, the Holy 
Ghost, Jesus Christ, Virgin Mary, and 
the Bible. 835 pages, 8vo. Vol. II 
describes fully all religious systems of 
tre world, including Judaism, Mo- 
hammedanism, and Christianity ; the 
latter occupying 372 pages, being fully 
gone into. 949 pages. : 

This is a splendid opportunity to 
obtain books which every Liberal de- 
sires to have at an exceedingly low 
price. Old and new subscribers can 
avail themselvs of it, and we.shall be 
glad if our present readers will call 
the attention of their friends to the 
values offered. 
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any Freethinker who is not a regular subscriber. 


A Spurious Document. 

We hav received several inquiries as to the 
genuinness of the “ oaths” printed in a Western 
paper and purporting to be the vows taken by 
priests, bishops, and cardinals when entering into 
office. In regard to them we can only say that we 
are not in a position to know. They sound very 
Jesuitical and Romish, but whether they are the 
real thing or the concoctions of priest-hating Prot- 
estants we do not know. 

Our attention has also been several times called 
to what purports to bea papal order to massacre 
the heretics of this country next September, and 
our opinion is asked as to its genuinness. In this 
case we hav the decided opinion that the order is 
spurious—if for no other reason than that the pope 
wouldn’t dare to issue it. The order is long, but it 
has excited so much interest that we reproduce it: 


«ENCYCLICAL LETTER OF HIS HOLINESS, LEO 
XIII., By Divine Providence, Pope. 

« To the Jesuits, Patriarchs, Primates, Archbishops, and 

other Ordinaries in Peace and Communion with the 

Apostolic See of the Entire World. 

«For the Temporal Reign of -the Future Popes in the 
Land Discovered by Christopher Columbus, known 
as the United States of America. 

«Venerable Brethren, Greeting and the Apostolic 
benediction, Leo, bishop and servant of the servants of 
God: Be it remembered by posterity that he who is om- 
nipotent in heaven and on earth hath confided his Church, 
which is One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolical, and out 
_ of which there is no salvation, to one man upon earth, 
namely, to Peter, prince and apostle, and to the bishops 
of Rome, his successors, with full power to rule over it. 

“This pontiff alone hath been constituted head over 
all nations and kingdoms, and invested with power to de- 
stroy, to separate, to scatter and subvert, to plant, build 
up, link together by mutual charity, in order to preserve 
the faithful in the spirit of unity and surrender them 
whole and entire to their savior. 

“Tn order to fulfill the duties imposed on us by the 
divine goodness, we labor incessantly to maintain the 
unity of the Roman Catholic religion which God hath 
visited with heavy conflicts to the end that his own may 
be tried and for our correction; but the numbers and 
powers of the wicked hav so far prevailed that no portion 
of the earth has escaped their attempts to propagate their 
infectious and detested dogmas, being supported, among 
others, by that slave to every species of crime. j 

«The American Republic, under Protestant rulers, is 
with the worst enemies of the Church where security is 
offered: this republic having seized upon the lands dis- 
covered by Christopher Columbus, a Catholic, and 
usurped the jurisdiction and authority of the supreme 
head of the Church, the United States is filled with ob- 
scure heretics. 


“ The Catholics hav been oppressed and the preachers 
of iniquity established. 

‘‘The sacrifice of the mass, prayers, fastings, abstinence, 
celibacy and all the rites of Catholicity hav been ignored 
by Protestants. 

“The United States has been filled with books con- 
taining the most flagrant heresies, of which the Protes- 
tant version of the Bible is chief. 
adopting its false and impious doctrins, proselyting has 
been resorted to to turn the Catholics from the one true 
Church. The whole Roman Catholic hierarchy and 
priesthood of the world hav been deprived of their livings 
by the Protestant heretics of America. 

**Courts hav been set up and rendered decisions in ec- 
clesiastical cases, and the people forbidden to acknowl- 
edge the authority of the Roman Churck or to obey its 
ordinances and canonical decisions. 

‘*Naturalization oaths hav. been demanded in order 
that the subjects of the true Church might be made to 
subscribe to the United States Constitution with its im- 
pious laws and nefarious: teachings, to compel them to 
renounce the true authority of the Catholic pontiff; to 
disacknowledge him to be the head of both church and 
state, whereby those who hav persevered in the faith hav 
been compelled to suffer spiritual afflictions. 

‘The Catholic bishops and clergy hav been deprived of 
vast lands, and this is known to all nations and so clearly 
proved that all the palliation, argument or protest on the 
part of the United States is unavailing. 

“We find, moreover, that impiety and crime hav in- 
creased; that persecution against the religion of Rome 
has been redoubled by the Protestants dwelling in the 
United States of America. 

“With deep sorrow we are now constrained to hav 
recourse to the arm of justice, and are obliged to take 
action against a nation that has rejected the Pope as 
head of all church and state governments. 

“In virtue, therefore, of the divine authority by which 
we hav been placed on the supreme throne of justice, an 
office so superior to our capability, we do, in all the 
plenitude of apostolic power, declare that all heretics 
and the encouragers of heresy, together with all ad- 
herents, hav incurred the sentence of excommunication, 
and they are hereby cut off from the unity of the body 
of Jesus Christ. 

‘t Moreover, we proclaim the people of the United 
States of America to hav forfeited all rights to rule 
said republic, and also all dominion, dignity and 
privileges appertaining to it. We likewise declare 
that all subjects of every rank and conditions in 
the United States, and every individual who has taken 
any oath of loyalty to the United States in any way what- 
ever, may be absolved from said oath, as also from all 
duty, fidelity and obedience, on or about the 5th of Sep- 
tember, 1893, when the Catholic congress shall convene 
at Chicago, Illinois, as we shall exonerate them from all 
engagements; and on or about the feasts of Ignatius 
Loyola, in the year of our Lord, 1893, it will be the duty 
of the faithful to exterminate all heretics found within the 
jurisdiction of the United States of America. 

“ As the circulation of this bull by sending to all places 
would become a matter of difficulty, it is commanded that 
copies of it be taken and signed by Jesuit notaries, sub- 
scribed by a bishop, and sealed with the seal of our court. 
They will then hav the same power and efficacy as these 
presents here. 

t: Given at St. Peter’s, Rome, on the 25th of December, 
1891, the fifteenth year of our pontificate. 

“LEO XIII., Pope.” 


To one of our friends who sent this here we hav 
written that we believed it to be a fabrication of 
the fanatical Protestants who hate Roman Catho- 
lies simply because they are Roman Catholics—on 
religious grounds exclusivly. The so-called en- 
cyclical was published in the Loyal American, and 
the editor of that paper thus maintains the genuin- 
ness of his find: 


tt MINNEAPOLIS, Minn., Feb. the 28th, 1893. 

“ Perer H. Burt, Esq., Dear Sir: Your favor of the 
28d at hand. The encyclical, like most secret diplomatic 
documents, is hard to trace. There are several points 
which go to prove its authenticity. It has been circu- 
lated around patests all over the country and was NEVER 
denied until it was discovered by Protestants and. pub- 
lished by them. It was sent to the high prelates, to be 
transmitted by them to the priests; but was intended to 
be kept absolutely secret until the time appointed to 
commence operations. It came into the possession of a 
gentleman whose business takes him among the high 


And not content with’ 


officials of the Jesuit order. He called together several 
friends, who assisted him in translating it. Several 
copies were made and certified to by those present, and 
the original document taken to President Harrison. To 
giv the name of the man who secured the document 
would be to sign his death warrant. I do not know his 
name myself—nor do I wish to. Priests all over the 
country are preaching the doctrins promulgated in the 
‘encyclical.’ Then, again; the fact that I hav published 
the letter every week for two months and hav not been 
prosecuted ought to convince the most skeptical that the 
thing is authentic. Should it become necessary to prove 
the authenticity of the letter in court, the name of the 
gentleman referred to above can be made public and the 
facts proved. Sincerely yours, i 
“ (Signed) Epwarp J. Dovre, Editor.” 

In spite of this, however, and also because of it, 
we still doubt that the pope ever sent out any such 
document: A moment's reflection is sufficient. The 
Catholics are numerically inferior to the * heretics.” 
They would stand no chance in a war of extermina- 
tion. The pope knows this well enough. He is a 
politician, and has worldly sense. Times hav 
changed since the massacre of St. Bartholomew, 
and none know it better than the keen politicians 
of Rome. Moreover, the order has a medieval 


‘| flavor, showing it to be an imitation of ancient orders. 


That it is done by Protestants is shown by their con- 
stant reference to themselvs as heretics, and their 
Bible. Some fanatical fellow, withas much bigotry 
as the pope, and as little sense as the Catholics 
themselvs, has evidently made this encyclical, 
as the Book of Mormon was made, by paraphrasing 
other documents. To one conversant with the 
tactics of the Roman church the paper seems a 
most absurd humbug. The Roman church will not 
attempt any butchery in this country. She will 
gain her ends by using the ballot, and through 
bargains and deals with the politicians. At the 
ballot-box is where she will sooner or later hav to 
be fought. 


Religion of Criminals. 

Dr. Cesare Lombroso, professor of legal medicin 
in the University of Turin, publishes in Europe 
the results of his investigations with regard to the 
physiological basis of criminality, and in this coun- 
try Dr. Arthur MacDonald supplements it with 
the results of his investigations among criminals. 
In the book published by the latter is this chapter 
on religion among criminals, which shows, what 
every observer already knew, that religion is no 
restraint upon the viler passions of humanity: 


«While some of the chiefs of the bands ridicule 
religion, the majority of criminals believe in it; many of 
these make a sensual use and accommodation of it for their 
personal advantage. To a priest who was exhorting re- 
pentance, a criminal asked ‘How many hotels he would 
reach before arriving at Paradise, as he only had six 
cents to spend on the route.’ The criminal’s God of 
peace and justice is a benevolent guardian and an accom- 
plice. i 

‘ According to Lombroso* the free men are more fre- 
quently in the churches; but Lombroso adds that 61 per 
cent of the violators and 56 per cent of the assassins fre- 
quent the chureh. 

“ Ferri found onlv 1 wh» professed to be an Atheist 
out of 200 assassins; 7 of the others showed an ¢xagger- 
ated devotion; 5 were strong in the faith; the rest, while 
scoffing at the priests, affirmed that they believed in 
God. One said, ‘He does not depend upon me to be a 
good man; itis God who givs this sentiment.’ Out of 
2,480 who were tattooed, 238 had religious symbols. In 
their slang, God is the great * Mek; the soul is ‘ the per- 
petual;’ in Spanish, the church is called ‘the sainted. 
These facts point to a belief in God and the immortality 


of the soul. The Bohemian murderers think they obtain 
divine pardon if they wear the shirt a year which they 
* Criminals. Normals. 
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had on at the time of the murder. A criminal, having 
killed 12 soldiers and a priest, believed himself invulner- 
able, because he kept on his breast a consecrated offering. 
Some bands place sacred imsges in the woods and 
groves, where they keep candles burning. A criminal 
after strangling 3 women was said to be the most assidu- 
ous and sincere at church and the confessional. Three 
criminals refused point-blank to eat on Good Friday, 
and when the director of the prison inquired of them 


about it, they replied: ‘What! Do you take us to -be 


excommunicated?’ 

“A woman Criminal, who had strangled a little girl, on 
hearing her death sentence, turned and said: ‘Death is 
nothing. The essential is to save the soul, as I hav saved 
mine; I mock at the rest.’ A notorious criminal of 
Milan, who had been condemned far 34 murders, at- 
tended mass every day; he preached Christian morality 
and religion continually. A young man of Naples, who 
had killed his father, had asked of a madonna for the 
force necessary to commit the deed. He said, ‘I hav 
the proof that she aided me, for at the first blow of the 
club that I gave, my father fell dead; and I am extremely 
feeble.’ A woman places the poisoning of her husband 
‘ander divine protection.’ In urging another on to 
crime, one said, ‘I will come, and I will hav God inspire 
thee.’ Another, having stolen to found chapel, con- 
tinued to steal in order to furnish it. After strangling 
his mistress, a criminal gave her absolution ‘in articulo 
mortis,’ then sold the proceeds of his thefts to enable 
him to hav mass said. 

“At the moment when setting fire to the house of her 
lover, a criminal said, ‘May God and the Holy Virgin 
do the rest.’ Numbers of prostitutes pretend to be ir- 
religious in the presence of their lovers and companions; 
but they are far from being so. 

‘In the ordinary life of the criminal, indifference is 
the rule. Religion does not seem to prevent vice and 
crime very much among them; it serves sometimes as a 
pretext tq one or the other. Spanish prostitutes place 
above their beds the Child of the Virgin, like the sinners 
of the respectable world who go from the church to their 
patamours. While in many cases this is hypocritical, it 
is more often, in the case of criminals, frank and naive. 
Thus it is that religiousness is unfortunately and too 
often allied with the baser instincts of man, and such 
glaring contradictions become social ulcers.” 


If this had appeared a little sooner, it would hav 
made a fitting closing chapter in the ‘Crimes of 
Preachers,” which proves that Protestants as well 
as Catholics in this country are no less pious and 
vile than in Europe. 


In reply to several inquiries, we may say that the 
book mentioned last week—“The Creation of 
God ”—is published at this office. Price, paper, 50 
cents; cloth, $1. We shall make further notice of 
it, and put it in our lists. 

The Christian Advocate is, or pretends to be, 
astonished that two ministers of the gospel hav 
been found to be crooked. When Dr. Buckley 
reads the “Crimes of Preachers,” a copy of which 
has been sent him, he will probably burst with as- 
tonishment. 


Another warning against the prayer habit: 
« ABILENE, Kan., March 27.—R. W. Abraham Bear, 
a Dunkard preacher, dropped dead while offering 
prayer in the pulpit yesterday.” Why will ministers 
persist in running such risks! Prayer—particularly 
in pulpits—and cigarets are killing many. 


J. E. Remsburg held a debate at Caddo, I. T., 
April 6th, 7th, and 8th, with Rev. M. A. Smith, 
presiding elder of the Methodist church in the 
Choctaw Nation. The Choctaw courthouse was 
crowded each night. The Methodist brother 
proved a very “weak sister” in debate, falling far 
below the average Campbellite parson in this respect. 


Mr. Remsburg to Mr. Putnam: “ My Dear Put- 
nam: ‘Iam glad to hear that’ you are writing a 
book—‘ Religion a Curse, Religion a Disease, Re- 
ligion a Lie. I like the title, and it givs me infinit 
pleasure to underscore it.” The second install- 
ment of this book is in this week’s issue of Tus 
Truru Seeker. We shall not, however, wait for the 
weeks to roll by, but put it in type ahead of the 
paper and print it right away. 


The Philadelphia presbytery is going to giv the 
babies a chance as well as the perfectly good adults. 
It has adopted this clause for the “ Confession of 
Faith :” “Infants dying in infancy and all other 
persons not guilty of actual transgression, are in- 
cluded in the election of grace and are regenerated 


and saved by Christ through the. spirit; so also 
are all other elect persons who are not outwardly 
ealled by the world.” Our readers must figure out 
their own probabilities for themselvs. Catechising 
himself in the solitude of his den, this Editor con- 
fesses himselfa-goner. The publication of Heston’s 
pictures would alone fix him. 
=o 

President Cleveland has appointed as consul to 
Vienna Max Judd, of St. Louis. The Austrian 
newspapers cabled an inquiry as to his religion, as 
the name is Jewish. To areporter Mr. Judd stated 
that he is “a Freethinker, a member of the Ethical 
Culture Society, and a great admirer of Prof. Felix 
Adler.” All of which speaks well for Mr. Judd as 
an official, a scholar, and a gentleman. President 
Cleveland has made another sensible move in tele- 
graphing to the United States Legation in St. 
Petersburg to stop all negotiations relativ to the 
extradition treaty between the United States and 
Russia and to endeavor to hav the whole matter re- 
ferred back to him. 


The New Jersey lawmakers in their infinit wis- 
dom hav enacted a law legalizing poolselling on 
horse races, which, we believe, is a form of gambling, 
and therefore pernicious for the losers. The unco 
guid of the state, mostly ministers, held a mass 
meeting to protest, and A. Comstock, whom 
the New Haven Palladium alludes to as a “re- 
former of unsavory reputation,’ was called to 
speak at the gathering, and referred to one of the 
promoters of the bill, James E. Kelly, as the “boss 
gambler” of New York, when some one in the gallery 
asked: “Of what nationality is Kelly?” “Why, 
Irish, don’t you know?” was Comstock’s answer. 
There were a few hisses, when Comstock added: 
“ And Kelly is a disgrace to the Irish race.” “Any 
Irishman is better than you are,” said a voice in 
the gallery. “You are no gentleman; there are 
Irish priests here and Irish laymen. They are 
respectable and you are not.” We think that on 
this occasion we can score one for our Irish friend. 
He possesses a faculty, sometimes as rare as happy, 
of telling the truth in plain if homely language. 

eg a 

That religion is a disease, as Mr. Putnam claims, 
seems to be evidenced by the many cases of lunacy 
developed at “revival” meetings. One of the sad- 
dest of these occurred in Farmdale, Ohio, but a 
month ago. The revivalist was of the hell-fire 
type, and succeeded in stirring up the emotions of 
his hearers violently. A Mr. and Mrs. Gleason 
were regular attendants at the meetings. About a 
year ago their son was drowned, and the loss made 
inroads upon the parents’ mental health, and they 
were in ripe condition to be carried away by re- 
ligious excitement. Their minds gave way, and they 
are now raving mad. When put upon the train to 
be taken to the asylum the couple fought their 
attendants savagely and had to be strapped to the 
car seats, all the time shrieking and talking about 
religion in general and the meetings in particular. 
A day or so after Mr. Gleason and wife became in- 
sane, another attendant of the meetings went 
crazy. The residents of the neighborhood then 
concluded it was time for the evangelist to go and 
go he did, though somewhat against his will. 


Revivals often leave queer effects, but one of the 
most curious results of this form of insanity that 
we hav noticed is reported in the Spirit Lake, Iowa, 
Beacon. Charles Dickens and Sir Walter Scott, 
under the influence of the Holy Spirit, hav béen de- 
clared to be writers of books unfit to hav in a public 
library! The Beacon givs the details: “ Richland 
township has maintained a most excellent public 
library for a number of years, to the manifest bene- 
fit of her intelligent people. Recently there was 
developed a fear that some of the books were not 
of a proper character for circulation, and a com- 
mittee was appointed to make examination, and 
clothed with authority to destroy all works of a 
questionable character. The library is kept in two 
sections. The gentlemen whose duty it was to in- 
spect the section on the west side ‘O. K’d’ the 
entire equipment. The other portion, however, 
fared differently. According to reports a number 
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of books in the vicinity of one hundred and fifty 
were consigned to the flames, as being too vicious 
for perusal. Among the condemned were Scott's 
and Dickens’s works, and other standard books 
of equally high character. The committee did 
hasty and lamentable work.” Mr. E. R. Sully, 
who, sends us the report, says he has not yet 
learned whether the men composing the committee 
could read or write, but thinks it not probable. 


The State Republican, of Lansing, Mich., views 
Helen Gardener, her fame, and her best book in this 
way: ‘Some of the world’s best writers hav been 
women, but only after long years of probation hav 
they received much honor among men, but not so 
in the case of Helen H. Gardener, who for the past 
two years has attracted more attention in America 
than any other author. Her first book, ‘Men, 
Women, and Gods,’ was issued only three years 
ago, and is already in its thirteenth edition. It is 
a collection of essays written by her with an intro- 
duction by Col. R. Q. Ingersoll, and is the most 
startling work of the kind since the issue of Paine’s 
‘Age of Reason,’ and is all the more remarkable 
because written by a woman who dared to put her- 
self on record for that which she believed was 
right. Miss Gardener isa petite little woman, with 
snapping brown eyes, weighing léss than one hun- 
dred pounds. She is a great student of human 
nature and is a great believer in heredity, and the 
result of her researches in that direction hav been 
so valuable as to be consulted by men of science. 
She is an insanity expert, and rec.ntly visited 
Schweinfurth, the false Christ, at Rockford, Ill, 
and after an interview with him unhesitatingly pro- 
nounced him insane and self-deluded. She is a 
brilliant conversationalist, and carries the convic- 
tion that she believes intensely everythin: she. 


says.” 
See oU 


A Cleveland preacher recently undertook to find 
out why the people did not rush to the churches, 
and sent out a circular asking, “ Are you a Chris- 
tian?” and “If not, why not?” The following are 
some of the replies : 


“I think you don’t believe in it yourself.” 

“Tm not a Christian because I believe in truth, not 
fiction; and because of the unequal distribution of justice 
by the Christians’ God to his children.” 

“No, sir; because the Christian church is in opposition 
to most reforms and does nothing to emancipate the peo- 
ple from the oppression of capital.” 

“No, I’m not, because I cannot reconcile the doctrin 
of man’s free agency with the doctrins of hell, and God's 
omnipotence, justice, and mercy.” 

‘* Because the truthfulness of the Bible has been dis- 
puted by science.” 

‘‘ Because the church is not in favor of equal rights to 
all and special privileges to none.” 

‘‘T’m not because I do not believe in the divinity of 
Christ. I think he was only a good man and a reformer.” 

‘Christians as a rule, when employers, are greater 
oppressors of labor than so called heretics. Christian 
and ‘hypocrit hav almost become synonymous terms.” 

*‘ In the future life I should hav to liv with Rockefeller, 
Sage, Gould, Wanamaker, and other fleecers of their 
fellow-men. I don’t want to associate with them.” 

‘‘ Because I do not believe in the Bible which preaches 
Christianity. It upholds polygamy, slavery, and mod- 
erate drinking, to all of which I am opposed ” 


And still the minister is not satisfied ! 


Last Sunday the number of visitors to the 
grounds of the World’s Fair, which had previously 
been fifteen thousand, was swelled to thirty thou- 
sand. The buildings were closed to visitors, but 
everyone looked over, through, and under every- 
thing in sight. Many a “Sunday closer” in senti- 
ment remarked on the quiet and orderliness of a 
Chicago Sunday crowd. Sunday closing was freely 
discussed. Among the many plans to make the 
Sunday-closing clause less oppressiv to the laboring - 
men were those overheard at the ticket-office. An 
iron-molder said that his employer had agreed with 
the men to let them work two nights in the week 
and to hav. Mondays off. Another, a brass molder, 
who would be mistaken for a young lawyer, said 
his employer had agreed to let the men work Sun- 
days and hav Mondays for the Fair. Instead of 
quitting at noon Saturday, they would quit work 
Sunday at noon. One wage-worker made the state- 
ment that twenty thousand of his fellow-workmen 
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had agreed to work Sunday and hav Saturday or 
Monday off, so that they could visit the Fair. But 
alas, poor workingmen, so piteously straining to 
slip the yoke and enjoy and instruct yourselvs, are 
there not laws to suppress your Sunday industry, 
and parsons to press those laws, to the end that 
their pews and purses shall be filled? Yes, it is to 
be apprehended that this drama of Man’s Struggle 
for Liberty—ever, and ever played again—will end 
with the so familiar scene of the preacher triumph- 
unt. 


~ 

There is in Bulger, Pa., a girl who although able 
to repeat English words is incapable of knowing 
their meaning, and has her own words for objects 
and animals. She is an interesting study in philol- 
ogy. About three years ago the fame of a certain 
Catholic priest as a divine healer began to spread 
beyond the confines of Pittsburgh, Pa., and reached 
the little village of Bulger. It was said that he 
could cure the worst cases of sickness by simply 
touching the afflicted part of the body with the 
hands. The Kaufmans were devout Catholics, and 
the father decided to take Minnie to the priest to 
hav her cured. They received this answer: “The 
child can be cured in three days. In that time she 
will be able to talk English as well as any other 
child of her age.” Then the assistant explained 
how the cure was to be procured. Father and child 
were to go to the chapel before sunrise and remain 
on their knees for three hours. The restof the day 
was to be spent in prayer. On the evening of the 
third day the divine healer would receive tke child 
in his sanctum and touch her tongue with a piece 
of bone from the body of St. Anthony. He would 
then command: ‘Arise and speak!” and if at that 
moment the child’s faith in God, St. Anthony, and 
the divine healer was perfect, her cure would be 
ecmplete, and she would go forth speaking English 
as any other person sound in body and mind. The 
father was very much awed, and he resolved to giv 
to the church fund all the money he had witk him, 
except sufficient to take him home, but the next 
moment all his hopes were shattered. The assistant 
added: “ And the charge is $50, payable in advance.” 
The poor man turned pale, says the Sun, which 
relates this, but he said not a word. He went 


. away, and the hand by which he held his child 


trembled. This exorbitant demand of the priest 
for co rpensation for services utterly worthless, is 
but one of the many extortions and humbuggings 
of his brotherhood throughout the country. That 
they are possible ia a stain upon our civilization 
and our page in history. 


In the Qast. 


News and Notes. 


The brilliant weather did not last my whole stay 
at Fort Fairfield. A little of the real lion of March 
put in an appearance after the debate, and Thurs- 
day, March 30th, was a stormy day. However, 
Liberty Hall was well filled and I gave a lecture on 
“Evolution and Creation” to the Fort Fairfield 
Liberal League. Mr. Baker has fitted up the hall 
in fine style and it makes a pleasant home for the 
league. It was built originally by the Salvation 
Army with great éclat, and it. was supposed that 
Jesus would prevail. But as he had no bank ac- 
count and debts accumulated, the building came 
into the hands of R. L. Baker, and he dedicated it 
to Freethought. I suppose the Christians do not 
see any “ providence” in this arrangement, but it is 
certainly an indication of progress. When all 
churches come to the same end and with merry bells 
“ring out the old, ring in the new,’ there will be 
large additions to the world’s happiness. 

I hope I shall be able to return to Fort Fair- 
field, for I hav not found anywhere more Lib ral 
enterprise than here. I think from this point a 
pretty large influence will circulate and the whole 
of Maine receive an onward impetus and Aroostook 
will be one of our shining landmarks. 

In spite of the lion in it, which roared a bit on 
Thursday, on Friday, the 31st, March went out like 
a lamb, and as I left Fort Fairfield in the after- 
noon with the good-bye of generous friends who 
will keep our campfire blazing on this Hastera 
front, the sky cleared off with gentle colors, and 
while speeding down the Aroostook valley, the river, 
the white banks, the gleaming hills, and dark woods 


made a beautiful picture changing in the golden 
light of the descending sun. Through the sunset 
palace I pass, and the vast starry portals of night, 
and arrive at Vanceboro at 12 o'clock, where in a 
somewhat sleepy frame I hav to wait an hour for 
the Montreal train. It doesn’t take me long to fall 
asleep when once I am on the home-stretch, and I am 
not awake until the morning sun is up in the sky. 
Looking forth I find we are journeying through 
vast iorests, and scarcely a house is to be seen, and 
the Moosehead lake spreads in desolate expanse into 
the wide hills, emerging from which in snowy 
effulgence is Mount Katahdin, monarch of them all. 
It is a wild and grand scene for many miles. At 
Loony Pond a whole company of lumbermen 
plunge into the car. They are through the season’s 
work, and sing and dance with the exuberance of 
frontier life, and make quite an interesting pano- 
rama along with the vast and solitary regions 
through which we thunder on. By and by we 
reach the majestic St. Lawrence, and towns glitter 
upon our view and finally Montreal appears with its 
quaint and solid ranks of houses and towering 
cathedrals. Capt. R. C. Adams is at the station 
and I am made welcome to this northern city, where 
the Freethought Club has flung its flag for many 
a year. 

A good night’s rest and the sparkling Easte 
Sunday, with its pagan memories, far surpassing 
the modern Christian myth, bursts upon my be- 
lated vision. With Captain Adams I take a look at 
the great cathedrals and churches, ornamented 
with flowers and ringing with music. One cathe- 
dral holds thirteen thousand people and every seat 
was occupied, and the priests like a lot of hustling 
old women were passing the contribution-box, and 
the pennies rattled with the organ peals. It was a 
curious sight to see this vast crowd bowing down 
before the candles and the chanting priests. It 
was not much better in the Protestant churches. 
There was finer music, less ceremony, and more 
eloquence—and as a consequence empty seats—for 
religious crowds always go where there is the least 
bit of sense, and the biggest show. The church is 
a circus, and the clown is the most attractiv part 
of the service. 

Montreal is overwhelmed with churches. There 
are one hundred and fifty churches, with immense 
cathedrals. Montreal is “snowed under,” you 
might say, with ecclesiastical pomp. The value of 
church property in this city is over thirty millions. 
The value in the province of Quebec, with a popu- 
lation of one million, is $150,000,000, with an in- 
come of $13,000,000, and no taxes are paid. More- 
over, a part of the taxes paid is for the benefit of 
the church. In fact the papal church in this 
province has more power and wealth, according to 
the population, than in any other part of the world. 
It has a lien upon the very land upon which Mon- 
treal is built, and derives an income from rents. 
Protestants are compelled to pay taxes for parochial 
schools. There is one priest to every twenty-five 
families in the province, counting the non-Catholic 
families. Only one-tenth of the people can read 
and write. In Montreal only about 30,000 out of 
150,000 are English. The French rule with a rod 
of iron. Besides the ordinary taxes, a tax of from 
$100 to $500 is levied upon every business man— 
a tax upon his business—and this tax is driving 
hundreds into bankruptcy. So much for the re- 
ligious city of Montreal. 

However, there is a sturdy Freethought element, 
and for years it has held the fort right under the 
shadow of these mighty churches. Captain Adams, 
president of the Freethought Club, has given lect- 
ures almost every Sunday evening, and to crowded 
houses, and there are a few among the best citizens 
of Montreal who support him in his brave pioneer 
work. 

I lecture to a full house on Sunday afternoon on 
“The Rights of Man,” and it was decided to secure 
a larger hall for the next Sunday, and Victoria 
Armory Hall is the place. Two years ago the Free- 
thought Club was refused the use of this hall, but 
now it is considered that our money at least is or- 
thodox and the hall is at our service. This is a 
straw which shows an onward-moving tide. 

Sunday evening I made an experiment at Point 
St. Charles. Mr. Chisholm, a member of the club, 
has built a hall at this place—the Fraternity Hall— 
and he gave the use of this hall for a lecture. This 
is among the shops of the Grand Trunk railway. 
It was decided to venture into this untried territory, 
and it was quite a success. The hall was nearly 
full and the lecture, on “ Liberalism and Christian- 
ity,” was well received. I lecture there again next 
Sunday. So I found’ Montreal a pretty good 
working-ground in spite of the vast preponderance 
of the churches. The Freethought Club, with its 
reading-room, library, lectures, ete., has maintained 
the spirit of liberty and has done great things, con- 


sidering the field it has occupied. I do not know 
of any of our allies who hav had to confront a more 
dark and dangerous foe than here in this province. 
It is rich, powerful, determined, and relentless. 

Another sign of progress is the establishment of 
the Montreal Sunday News, under the management 
of Mr. Granville. This is a somewhat revolutionary 
affair. The very fact of a Sunday paper is startling. 
It is a new departure for this city of churches and 
is a disturbing element, simply as a newspaper. 
Under the charge of Mr. Granville, who is a 
thorough student, an advanced thinker, and a 
brilliant writer—a member of the Freethought 
Club—it is bound to be a progressiv and influential 
journal. Of course it is not and cannot be distinc- 
tivly a Freethought journal. It is a newspaper im- 
partially conducted for all readers, Christian and 
non-Christian alike. It is for news of all sorts, 
but in purpose it will ever be for fair play, for 
justice to all, for truth, and for the education of 
the .people. It is a sparkling journal, and so far 
has been a success, and its constituency is con- 
stantly growing. 

Mr. B. Marcuse, secretary of the Freethought 
Club, has just published a bright little pamphlet 
adapted from the German, entitled, “The Holy 
Roman Curiosity Shop.” Mr. Marcuse is an ex- 
cellent German scholar, and out of the latest German 
researches on church relics, etc., he has compiled a 
most valuable summary. ‘He is to add to this 
another lecture on “The Vicegerency of God on 
Earth” and republish the pamphlet, the first edi- 
tion having been exhausted. Those who wish to 
know the almost utter idiotcy of religious faith will 
find its demonstration in this book; but Mr. Mar- 
cuse tells me that he dare not publish all the facts 
he discovers of the folly and filth of the church. 
Those who study the original sources understand 
this. Mr. Marcuse’s book is reliable and is a useful 
campaign document. 

The Revue Canada is keeping up a bitter strug- 
gle with the priestly power. It shows plenty of 
courage, and will win, I think. It is a life-and- 
death struggle, and the exposures of church-craft 
and corruption are making a great sensation. 

Montreal, April 8, 1898. Samorz P. Pornam. 


eee Ee 
To My Liberal Friends. 

I propose to publish a pamphlet, the opening 
part of which appears in Tar Trora SEEKER 
this week, entitled, “Religion a Curse, Religion a 
Disease, Religion a Lie.” I consider that we are 
drifting into a most dangerous religious tyranny 
and war. It is not simply church and theology 
that we must oppose, but it is religion at the root 
of these, which is what I hav defined it to be. We 
must understand religion, and for the safety of the 
race we must destroy religion. I want this book 
to be widely read. It is important. Religion as 
the foe of humanity is not sufficiently understood. 
We do not realize its terrific nature. I hav written 
this book because I feel the necessity of speaking 
the plain truth. I challenge contradiction of my 
statements. Send to Tux Truru Seexer for this 
book. Circulate it. Price, 25 cents per copy. 

Samuet P. Pornam. 


i 
The World’s Fair From a Freethinker’s Stand- - 
point. 

In May we shall begin the publication of a series 
of letters which will be of great interest and 
beauty. Samuel P. Putnam will write them from 
Chicago, and they will be about the World’s great 
Fair, which opens in that lively and booming town 
on May 1st. Mr. Putnam’s description—as every- 
one who knows him knows—will not be the com- 
monplace matter of the geniusless boiler-plate 
correspondent, but the impressions made upon a 
cosmopolitan poet by the aggregation of samples of 
the world’s progress in mechanics, art, literature, 
knowledge. The letters will undoubtedly be big and 
broad, wide and deep—a picture and a panorama, 
a history of human advance from “that man in the 
dug-out” to the racial subjugation of the forces of 
nature—so far as toese forces are subdued. The 
letters will be essentially a Freethinker’s view of 
the Fair, what it shows, and what it foreshadows, 
and we venture to say that among the hundreds of 
correspondents at the Fair, and the thousands of 
letters to be written by them, there will be none 
like the writer of the Freethought views and his 
descriptions. Readers of his “News and Notes” 
will agree with us in this estimate, we know. 

We shall be obliged to our friends if they will 
call the attention of their friends to this announce- 
ment and suggest to them that a six months’ 
subscription will insure them the receipt of these — 
letters, which will alone be worth many times the 
cost of the paper. 
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Communications. 


Religion a Curse, Religion a Disease, Religion 
a Lie.—(Continued.) 


DEDICATED TO THE AMERICAN CONGRESS WHICH FOR 
THE SAKE OF RELIGION HAS STABBED LIBERTY TO 
THE HEART. 


The simple desire for happiness is perfectly right 
and innocent, and when pursued in an equable way 
without making, as Dickens says, any fuss about it; 
taking it as it comes with a sort of -wise careless- 
ness, letting it flow like a crystal stream in regard- 
less beauty, and not damming it up into a huge 
motive power which constantly and distinctly ap- 
pears—pursued in this fashion, not directly, but in- 
directly, the desire and the attainment of happi- 
ness are a perpetual benefit. Reason, philosophy, 
and science thus regard happiness. It is inci- 
dental to human effort and not its absolute goal. 


Of course we must be happy; but the best way. 


to be happy is to spend but little thought about it. 
We labor and are happy; but if we labor to be 
happy we are very apt to bemiserable. Happiness 
is so subtle a spirit that it evades direct search 
and drops upon the unconscious mind. 

The method of religion is not the method of 
reason, science, and philosophy. Religion accentu- 
ates the desire for happiness, fondles it, cultivates 
it, and makes a supreme desire. It becomes more 
than a desire—it becomes a purpose—a conscious 
effort, an ultimate aim. Religion not only wants 
happiness, but eternal happiness, an assured hap- 
piness that even time cannot destroy. Religion is 
a searching after happiness, and the being who is 
supposed to grant happiness becomes the object 
of passionate worship. The cry of religion is, «I 
want to be happy,” and that is the curse of religion, 
because in its effort after happiness it crushes and 
it kills, as the wild beast crushes and kills in its 
efforts to satisfy hunger. All that religion has 
ever done in this world, with its beliefs, its worships, 
its rituals, its temples, its sacrifices, its wars, its 
persecutions, for the attainment of happiness, 
has been a tremendous failure. It ever will 
be a failure, misery instead of bliss. Religious 
people are not only unhappy in themselves, but 
they make everybody else unhappy. Religion be- 
comes by the very pursuit after happiness a most 
solemn affair, a melancholy procedure. Even the 
most excruciating sufferings are invented and en- 
dured in order that the exquisite bliss of the final 
reward may be greater. What has not been done 
for religion’s sake? Its votaries have lived naked in 
the desert, have given up every earthly comfort, 
have plunged the knife into their own flesh, have 
walked on hot irons, have whipped their bleeding. 
bodies, have stood in one posture for years on the 
bare sands or the fiery column, have poured by the 
million into the battle’s cruel front, and all for 
the sake of happiness, “eternal happiness.” In no 
other way can one explain the awful phenomena of 
religion. Atthe heart of it is an exaggerated de- 
sire for happiness, for a happiness so secure and 
so brilliant that the fluctuations of time cannot dis- 
turb its eternal glory. Most of the enormous 
miseries of man have been created and endured 
through this desire for happiness. What a satire 
on the folly of human nature. The very desire for 
happiness has been the fruitful source of unnum- 
bered woes. How much better off man would have 
been had he never made so much fuss about his 
“souls salvation.” If he had taken things as they 
are, with moderation, accepted the happiness which 
follows after, not sought that which is before and 
ever flitting, what a paradise he might have at- 
tained. At any rate, what an immense amount of 
suffering and error would have been avoided. 

The simple desire for money is not only innocent, 
but beneficial. Everyone should desire money. It 
is a good thing. One cannot be without it, and 
should labor for it. But the desire for money 
should be moderate. It should not be an all- 
absorbing passion. Money in itself is a blessing, 
but when made the goal of all human effort it 
becomes a curse. Who is more contemptible than 
the miser? Who is a greater fool? Who so 
misses the very essential value of money? To live 
and dream and hope with only money in view; to 
bend every energy to its acquisition, is to destroy 
the very purpose for which money exists. What is 
the use of money to the miser? It is absolutely 
useless, and in fact, it ceases to be money. The 
miser’s greed is for money, and yet his very greed 
when he gets the money destroys its value as 
currency—that is, its real value as money. The 
very desire for money changes money from coin to 
a useless burden. 

The religious man is simply a miser—the miser 

of happiness. By his very miserliness he loses the 


thing he wants. The natural desire for happiness 
becomes unnatural. Nature ceases to gratify his 
enormous passions and he resorts to that which is 
above and beyond nature. He resorts to God and 
to Immortality. Only these can satisfy his in- 
ordinate craving. Time for him is bankrupt, 
Eternity alone can redeem his claims. Hence he 
sacrifices the pleasures of this world, the happiness 
that is attainable, the every-day joys and comforts 
of earthly existence, fora transcendent bliss beyond 
the grave. As the miser in his greed never gets 
the real value of money, so the religious man in his 
greed never gets the value of the life that actually is. 
He wants to be so happy that he isn’t happy at all. 

The belief in God is therefore a purely selfish 
belief. People believe in God because they want 
to believe in one who can makə them infinitely 
happy, and for no other reason. The intellect does 
not demand God. God explains nothing. The 
pure intellect abhors God, even as nature abhors 
a vacuum, for to the pure intellect God is nothing ; 
as the creed says, he is without body, parts, and pas- 
sions. And whathas the pure intellect or science to 
do with such a nonentity? It is the heart that craves 
for God. When the desire for happiness becomes 
supreme, illimitable, then nothing can satisfy that 
desire but a belief in God, and hence the passionate 
belief in him—the most selfish belief of man, and so 
the most cruel belief. The belief in Immortality, as 
a Theistic belief and orthodox belief, is also an in- 
tensely selfish belief, and a cruel belief. As the 
very essence of religion is selfishness, so the very 
essence of its two grand doctrines is selfishness, 
and hence the cursed nature of these doctrines 
and the cursed nature of religion. And its voice 
has ever been, “Unless ye hate father and mother, 
brother and sister, wife and child, yea and your 
own life also, ye cannot be my disciple.” Such is 
the imperious command of this colossal egotism. 
What is its God but the reflection of the believer’s 
own self—that which is most dear and beautiful to 
him—seated on the throne of the universe? What 
is Immortality but the prolongation and triumph of 
this inner self above and beyond the wrecks of 
time? God is the universality of self-immortality 
—that is, orthodox Immortality is the eternal 
victory of self. And it is no wonder that these two 
beliefs have filled with bloodshed and horror the 
pages of history; for no hungry beast will fight for 
food as man will fight for what he considers abso- 
lutely necessary to his happiness. 

I believe that history, science, a knowledge of 


-human nature, a study of religious literature, an 


analysis of religious sentiment in all its various 
manifestations, will justify this definition of religion 
as the most selfish, and the most cruel, passion of 
which humanity is capable. That it is most cruel 
who will deny? What makes it cruel but its selfish- 
ness? That itis potent who will deny? but what 
makes it potent but the desire for happiness that 
isinit? That is why it so long endures, although 
science condemns it. This is why it survives in 
spite of all its horrors and follies. This is why it 
is so attractive when no dangers threaten it. This 
is why it is so furious when it is attacked, why it 
persecutes, why it imprisons and murders, why it 
opposes change and progress, new truths and new 
ideals. It is not a mere doctrine, but a desire, and 
if a desire then it must be a desire for happiness, 
but not a simple, natural, moderated desire, which is 
wisdom and humanity, but an exaggerated, un- 
natural, ‘all-absorbing desire, whose fruit is in- 
humanity, ignorance, superstition, slavery, worship, 
blind faith, suffering, poverty, war, and every curse 
imaginable. There is no wrong and no injustice 
of which religion has not been guilty. It has in- 
creased a thousandfold the natural misery of man- 
kind. It has not diminished any actual suffering. 
It has not added to the real happiness of this world 
any more than the miser has added to the real 
wealth of the world by his morbid craving. Religion 
is nothing but selfishness emphasized, crystallized, 
doctrinized, institutionized, made into a church, a 
creed, a sword, a dungeon, a rack, a whip, a scaf- 
fold. Religion gave the hemlock to Socrates. If 
the record be true it was religion that hounded 
Jesus to his death for no other reason than that he 
was an infidel and a blasphemer, and when after- 
ward the religion of Jesus triumphed it was the 
bloodiest conqueror of all. It was religion that. 
hurled the wild monks of Africa upon the beautiful 
naked body of Hypatia, and the rude multitude 
tore her to pieces with the fury of a mad beast, be- 
cause she represented that glorious philosophy 
which is the eternal opponent of religion. Re- 
ligion destroyed the magnificent library of Alex- 
andria, for books laden with the treasures of human 
thought and the destroyers of religion. Religion 
poured a million people upon devoted Palestine, 
who perished for the sake of heaven and ‘not for 
the benefit of humanity. In their eyes the victori- 


ous cross was the symbol of eternal happiness. 
Religion invented the ghastly Spanish Inquisition. - 
Was it not better to torture men to death than 
suffer a soul to be lost? The horrors of the French 
Revolution were the result of religion, for did not 
Robespierre say that if “there were not a god it 
would be necessary to make one ?” = 

Religion has been simply and solely evil, and 
when the secret of religion is revealed we under- 
stand why it has been so incessantly devilish. It is . 
the master egotism of the human heart and it will 
abide nothing in opposition. 

An orthodox preacher, known to be very radical 
in his views, was asked by a friend of mine why he 
continued in the pulpit contrary to his intellectual 
convictions. He pointed-to his little child—a lovely 
girl that might charm the heart of any father—and 
replied: “ For that little girl’s happiness I would 
not only lie, but I would steal!” A father’s love is 
beautiful, but how cruel and unjust it might be. 
That father’s love was a religious love, not a gener- 
ous, reasonable, moral love: it was a selfish 
love that would make him a criminal if need be. 
Such is the spirit of religion. It is a tremendous 
passion. Itis devotion to what the mind thinks 
most beautiful and dear. But. in its very devotion 
it becomes a hideous madness. As that father for 
his child, so religion for the sake of the entrancing 
object of its adoration, would lie and steal and | 
murder—for this it has done all through human his- 
tory. I challenge the production of one single line 
in all religious literature that breathes anything 
but selfishness. Religion says that man is “ to 
glorify God and enjoy him forever.” That means 
that one is to glorify self and enjoy self forever. 
God is not objective but subjective. Born of the 
ego, he reflects the ego. I do not care how beauti- 
ful the idea of God may be it is still self, and there- 
fore the very dearest thing for which the self can 
strive. 

I never heard an orthodox prayer yet that was 
not purely selfish. I never heard an orthodox ser- 
mon that was not an appeal to pure selfishness. I 
never heard a Christian hymn that was not the very 
outbreathing of absolute egotism. 

While writing this essay I attended an orthodox 
revival-meeting, and the first hymn sung with the 
usual fervor was the following: _ 

How sweet the name of Jesus sounds 
In a believer’s ear; 


It soothes his sorrows, heals his wounds, 
And drives away his fear, 


It makes the wounded spirit whole, 
And calms the troubled breast; 

*Tis manna to the hungry soul, 
And to the weary rest. 


Dear name, the rock on which I build, 
My shield and hiding-place, 
My never-failing treasure—filled 
ith boundless stores of grace. 


Jesus, my shepherd, savior, friend; 
My prophet, priest, and king; 

My Lord, my life, my way, my end, 
Accept the praise I bring. 


I would thy boundless love proclaim 
With every fleeting breath; 
So shall the music of thy name 
Refresh my soul in death. š 
I leave it to anyone who understands human 
emotion if this is not the expression of a purely 
selfish emotion. Where is the self-sacrifice in this - 
hymn? There’s not a bit of it. It is the very pas- 
sion of egotism. Substitute «Almighty Dollar” 
for the name Jesus, and not a sentiment would 
need to be altered. The same emotion would burn 
in the heart. The only difference is that Jesus in 
the long run gives more happiness than the dollar. 
If the dollar could guarantee as much glory here- 
after as in this world Jesus would be nowhere. 
Jesus has the advantage of eternity, and hence his 
superior attractions. This is a model Christian 
hymn, and yet what is it but the outpouring of 
gratitude for favors received and flattery for favors 
expected? Is there anything in that hymn that a 
courtier wouldn’t say to his king? 
There is self-abasement in religion, prostration 
in religion, humility in religion, but not self-sacri- - 
fice. Every posture, every attitude, every voice, 
every lowly act of religion, is for itself. It is 
for the glorification and enthronement of self. 
Religion is not a curse because of its abuse. It is a 
curse because it cannot help being a curse. Every 
horror that it has made is its legitimate fruit. It 
is the terrific activity of the most subtle and over- 
mastering egotism of which human nature ig capa- 
ble, a selfishness so enormous that the theater of | 
this world is not sufficient. It must invent a God : 
and Immortality as the only possible means to 
satisfy its illimitable cravings. How the passion 
of the miser, of the gambler, of the drunkard, of the 
glutton, sinks into insignificance in comparison with 
this gigantic passion that in its vast desires sweeps. 
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beyond “the flaming bounds of space and time.” 
No wonder that religion when aroused is such an 
insatiable destroyer. No wonder that it desolates 
this fair earth to save its supernatural heaven. No 
wonder that it is a curse, always a curse, and to-day 
a curse. r 

Having shown that religion is a curse, I now 
propose to show that it is a disease. It might be 
a curse and still be a natural and universal charac- 
teristic of human nature, and therefore permanent; 
and we could only comfort ourselves with the 
maxim, “ What can’t be cured must be endured.” 
But religion is not natural and universal. It does 
not belong to healthful human nature. It is a 
disease. It therefore can be got rid of by mental 
hygiene. 

It is said that man is a religious animal. I deny 
this. Man is not a religious animal any more than 
any other animal is religious. Religion is the mis- 
fortune of man, not a necessity. Man is not 
born to be religious, any more than he was born to 
have the cholera. 

Religion is not universal. The religious feeling 
itself is not universal. As a matter of fact it exists 
in a very small minority of the human race. 

Religion has always drawn the sword, and forced 
itself upon the world, and this is why it has seemed 
to be in such a big majority. It is as if an insane 
man should thrust himself upon a whole community 
and compel everyone to be insane or act as if they 
were insane. 

I grant that immense numbers of mankind are 
cowards and hypocrites, and this is why religion so 
far has won the day. 

The really religious people have forced the cowards 
and hypocrites under their banner. 

Cowards and hypocrites are not necessarily relig- 
ious. They only pretend to be. I claim that not 
one in a hundred is really religious. The human 
being is naturally Secular. Religion is the aris- 
tocracy of fanaticism. A few fanatics have compelled 
the majority not only into submitting to its dic- 
tates but into actually believing that they are re- 
ligious themselves when they are not so. 

Who among the people that we meet with are 
religious? How many talk religion as they talk 
politics or literature or science? How many read 
religious books? The Bible is covered with dust 
even in Christian homes. In a letter to a friend 
Charles Sumner said he himself was not a religious 
man, and could not realize what the religious feel- 
ing might be. Sumner was honest, and he 
represents a very large number of people who are 
non-religious, and yet they dare not be as frank as 
. Sumner. To confess to a lack of religious feeling 
seems like confessing to a lack of some natural 
quality. Such is the power of fanaticism even upon 
intelligent minds. Religion is something that is 
put on. It is a profession, an artifice, an imita- 
tion, a veneer. In civilized society religion is 
ignored. If one is really religious and tries to live 
it and talk it, he becomes a nuisance. By common 
compact religion is avoided in ordinary conversation. 


Religion is a supposition, and it is impolite to make baat 
is |: 
supposed to be religious, but no questions must. |i 
be asked. One can say Good morning and How. 
do you do? and How are the folks? etc., but it} 
won't do to say How’s your soul this morning? |: 
You would laugh at one who should make the |: 
inquiry, and if he persisted you would be indig- |. 


it anything more than a supposition. One 


nant. 
If a man is religious, he will naturally express 


himself in that way. It is absurd to say that aj 
truly religious man would keep his feelings to him- |' 
It is the very nature of religion to break out |. 


self. 
like the small-pox. 

There is no “ golden silence ” in religion. 
noise all the time. Religion never “lets conceal- 
ment, like a worm in the bud, feed on its damask 
cheek.” Itis voluble. It runs to tongue as easily 


agit runs to ears. ‘Tongues and ears are indicative |: 


of true religion. Both are characteristics—length- 
wise and all. “He that hath ears to hear, let him 
hear,” is a religious injunction. Also “ Preach the 
gospel to every creature” goes with it. Religion 
could not subsist without preaching any more than 
it could subsist without believing. Religion would 
die if it had to keep still. Therefore it is patent 
that every religious man and woman can be counted. 


Religion will manifest itself in some sect, however |: 


small. The statistics will therefore gather in all 
the religious people of the country. 
The membership and attendance of all the relig- 
ious sects and churches in this country, of every 
- name, only number a little over twenty-one million. 
Therefore the non-religious people of this country 
are in a majority of over two to one—admitting 
that all the twenty-one millions are religious peo- 
ple. But are they? It will be easily admitted 
that a large number of hypocrites and cowards are 


It is]. 


in this twenty-one millions. AJl the hypocrites and 


cowards are with the church. I think that uni-. 


versal experience will testify that one-quarter of 
the human race are hypocrites and cowards. There- 
fore, fifteen millions of the inhabitants of the United 
States are hypocrites and cowards. I do not think 
this an exaggeration. This leaves out of the 
twenty-one millions only six millions that are hon- 
estly religious. I think this a large proportion. 
Iam sure that there are not more than a million 
really religious people in this country. The country 
could not stand any more than that number, when we 
consider what a rampant bigot the truly pious man 
is. Our safety lies in the fact that only a few are 
religious, as it lies in the fact that only a few are 
insane. 

These figures clearly prove that religion is not 
universal. It is partial. It is not natural; it is 
artificial. It is not health; it is disease. 

Samuzn P. Purnam. 
(TO BE OONTINUED.) 


A Legend of the Sabbath-Breakers. 


‘* Moreover ye know what befell those of your nation 
who transgressed on the Sabbath day. We said unto 
them, Be ye turned into apes, driven away from the 
society of men. And We made them an example unto 
those who were contemporary with them, and unto those 
who came after them, and a warning to the pious” 
(Koran, cap. II). 


THE STORY. 
At Elath, on the Dead sea shore, 
Some Hebrews dwelt in days of yore, 
Where, tempting them to sin and shame, 
On Sabbath morn the fishes came— 
Great schools, a fisherman’s delight— 
Only to leave on Sabbath night. 


A REFLECTION. 


Alas, who never felt or knew— 

Be he or pagan, Christian, Jew— - 
A strife arise between his creed 
And his rebellious human need? 


A REMINISCENOR. 

Lest I should seem to boast herein 
` Over those ancient Hebrews’ sin, 

Let me confess that even I 
Hay felt the same temptation nigh. 
"Twas Sunday morning, bright and clear, 
A babbling brook ran very near— 
Some fifty paces (maybe more)— 
In front of father’s cabin door. 
A spring, this rivulet beside 
Cool, pure, and bright, our hut supplied. 
There now this Sabbath morning fine 
(I think my age was then but nine), 
With pail in hand, I sought the spring 
From whence a fresh supply to bring. 
But as upon the stream I look, 
Two nice large fishes in the brook, 
As if asleep, lie side by side 
While curling ripples round them glide. 
Our parents wondered much that day 
That I at home could wish to stay. 

“ What! not to church! What do you mean? 
Why would you stay? :What hav you seen?” 
Then I, thus being urged and pressed, 
To them my wicked thoughts confessed: 
How I designed, when all was clear, 

To take my father’s fishing spear, 
And, all alone—what triumph mine!— 
To capture those two fishes fine. 

I had expected nothing less 

Than to be chid for wickedness; 

But no; my father simply smiled 
Upon his wayward, erring child; 

His spear down from its brackets took, 
And bade me show him to the brook. 
With two deft, quiet thrusts and true 
Those fishes at my feet he threw; 
Then to the church we all repair, 
Among the earliest comers there. 
Then, after service—oh, what shame!— 
To dine with us the preacher came; 

“ Gave thanks ” for those same fishes fine, 
But half his thanks to God seemed mine. 


THE STORY RESUMED. 


But those of Elath by the sea 

Were not more wicked sure than we. 
There would those schools of fishes stay 
To tempt them every Sabbath day, 

But ere the unforbidden dawn, 

Lo, all the finny tribes were gone! 

At length, grown hungry, desperate, 
Some slyly caught and dressed and ate; 
But afterward cut sluices wide, 

With gates to hold the fish inside, 

So that their only Sabbath work 

Was just to giv the gates a jerk. 

But then the others, when they saw 
Their neighbors thus transgress the law, 
In vain by speech snd force essay 

To stop this work on Sabbath dav; 

But, growing still more obstinate, 
God’s holy day they desecrate, 

Till David cursed them, when to apes 
Did God transform their human shapes. 
Thus they endured this plight three days— 
This transformation and disgrace— 
And then a mighty wind arose, 

Swept all into the sea—all those— 

And then subsided in repose. 

And never since hav human shapes 
Been Metamorphosed into apes; 

And never since can fishes say 
Precisely which is Sabbath day; 

(In fact the creedists cannot tell 

To save their precious souls from hell); 


And ever since that ancient time: 
No miracle condemns the crime; 
And now like buzzards faith must eat 
Some most obnoxious ancient meat. 
Harlan, Ia., March 28, 1893. J. K. P. BAKER. 


Answers to Prayer. 


The Youth's Companion of February 9th has a 
little article containing some extracts from the last 
sentences of the journal of De Long, commander 
of the Arctic expedition-of 1879, which are a good 
supplement to the claim of Mr. Moody that he 
saved the steamer Spree by stilling the storm and 
quieting the Atlantic ocean with prayers. Jesus 
contented himself with experimenting on the little 
lake of Galilee. He never thought of trying his 
hand, or rather his mouth, upon the Mediterranean 
sea, much less upon the Atlantic ocean. That 
shows how much bigger man Mr. Moody is than 
the “humble Nazarene.” Peter said there was 
only one name known in heaven or among men 
whereby ye can be saved; but there seems to hay 
been another route to heaven discovered recently. 
“The world’s great evangelist” has published a 
book entitled, «« The Way to Gov, by D. L. Moony.” 
The capitals in the name of God and Moody are 
about the same size, which shows the modesty of 
the man, seeing the man furnishes his own auto- 
graph and the God does not. At any rate Mr. 
Moody is not guilty of the egotism which Mr. 


| Greeley charged against Joseph Lane, that “he 


spelled god with a little g and began his own name 
with a capital.” . 

But I digress. De Long and all his men 
perished. This is the pathetic way in which the 
Companion tells the story: 

“The journal was found behind his body, buried 
in the snow of the Lena delta—one of the coldest 
spots on the globe. 

“Evidently his last act was to throw the precious 
papers behind him, in order that they might not be 
lost when the river rose in the spring. Death 
arrested his arm as he lifted it for the purpose and: 
it was frozen in’ an upright position. 

“The latter part of this touching journal was 
dated from the day when the Jeannette was 
crushed in the ice and De Long and his men were 
forced to begin their terrible journey to the main- 
land across the treacherous ice-floes. i 

“The journal stopped with these significant 
words: ‘October 30th, one-hundred-and-fortieth 
day.—Boyd and Gortz died during the night. Mr. 
Collins is dying.’ Probably on the next day the 
last man of the party perished. 

“Every Sunday, as long as strength permitted, 
these men held divine service. On October 10th, 
the one-hundred-and-twentieth day, they had noth- 
ing to eat for supper but a spoonful of glycerin, 
apiece. ‘All hands weak and feeble, but cheer- 
ful. God help us,’ runs the pathetic record. After. 
this they crawled into a hole in the bank. The 
howling gale did not permit them to move. A later. 
entry in the journal runs as follows: ‘We are in 
the hands of God, and unless he intervenes we are. 
lost. We cannot move against the wind, and stay- 
ing here means starvation.’ Can the imagination 
picture a more hopeless situation? Eighty miles 
from the nearest settlement, with only a spoonful 
of glycerin apiece, and strength to move less than 
a hundred rods. Among the last consecutiv words 
in the journal were these: ‘All united in saying” 
the Lord’s prayer after supper. Living gales of.. 
wind. Horrible night.’” 

Truly, the imagination cannot picture a more 
hopeless condition, and yet they declared they . 
were in the hands of God. Paul says: “Our God 
is a consuming fire,” but his presence does not — 
raise the temperature around the poles to any ap- 
preciable extent. 

Said De Long: “Unless God intervenes, we are . 
lost.” God did not intervene. He never does. 
When our temporal salvation depends upon the. 
intervention of God, we are lost. If God answered. 
the prayers of these perishing men, it was by send- 
ing a howling gale in their faces. 

They prayed, “ Giv us this day our bread,” and 


‘| they got a spoonful of glycerine apiece, and that, 


was some they brought with them. ‘They prayed ' 
as long as strength permitted.” God does not- 
even furnish strength to pray. The breath spent 

in prayer is wasted. Says the Companion: “It is 

another witness that the soul recognizes God in its 

hour of mortal need.” 

Is it not rather a witness to the truth that all the 
gods are non-existent, or dead, or deaf and dumb | 
and blind, or asleec, or gone on a journey? Is it ` 
not another proof that prayer is useless, supplica- 
tion vain, nature relentless—“ no ear to hear, no- 
heart to pity, no arm to save ?” 

One is tempted reverently to inquire whether— ` 
seeing there are few prayers to answer around the ~ 
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overpowered, and in his fright confessed that he 
had been inspired by religious motivs and wished 
to wreak God’s vengeance upon the king for failing 
to do justice to the pope. A raging mob gathered 
about in an incredibly short time, and while hun- 
dreds crowded the path of the king’s carriage with 
ringing cheers, a broad-shouldered laborer shook 
his fist under the nose of a priest, and pointing in 
the direction of the Vatican: “‘ Avertile—you warn 
him [the pope],” he said, «if his bullies ever accom- 
plish a job of this kind, we'll tear his rookery to 
pieces before the dawn of the next day!” 
Assisted} Immigrants. 

The Brazilian government has spent millions for 
the encouragement of immigration by land-grants 
and direct subventions to actual settlers; but the 
commissions complain that many of these settlers 
remain aliens in speech and religion, and that few 


North pole—it pays God to stay up there in the 
cold unless he can do something in such an emer- 
gency as we hav been considering. 

- Jesus said, “ Whatsoever ye shall ask in my name 
believing ye shall receive.” 

What a mistake. How much more truthful the 
teaching of Buddha that the only source of help for 
imen is to help each other, and that the godsif they 
exist are probably so feeble as to need help them- 
selys. 

Perhaps the gods hav need of help themselvs, 
Being so feeble that when sad hearts cry 

They cannot save. I would not let one cr 
Whom I could save. How can it be that Brahm 
Would make a world and leave it miserable ? 
Since if all-powerful he leaves it so he is 

Not good, and if not powerful he is not God. 


Milwaukee, Ore. D. Præsrey. 


ply. They ought to try their luck with a cargo of 
English sparrows. 
A Hero’s Reward. 
A biographer of Shamyl, the Circassian prophet- 
chieftain, describes the last hours of the famous 
patriot who had dragged himself to a suburb of 


Seience and Progress. 


Qualified Heretics. 

The Russian government, with its barbarous 
methods for the suppression of Judaism, treats its 
Mohammedan subjects with a good deal of leniency. 
The emir of Bokhara (like the pretender to the 
throne of Afghanistan), on his recent visit to the 
czar was made a pet of the St. Petersburg aristo- 
crats, and the “ procurator of the holy synod” de- 
fends the inconsistency on the ground that the 
Koran inculcates the belief in a future existence, 
while the Old Testament ignores that doctrin—so 
completely, indeed, that few modern Hebrews hav 
much faith in the existence of a literal heaven. In 
their present predicament the Russian Jews cannot 
well doubt the existence of a literal hell. 

One-Sided Progress. 

There is no doubt that in the direction of polit- 
ical freedom the United States hav got a century 
ghead of the Old World, but it is equally true that, in 
regard to religious emancipation, a large percent- 
age of our nativ moralists are about that much be- 
hind the educated classes of central Europe. The 
Sabbath idiots of Chicago, San Francisco, and New 
Orleans owe their defeat almost entirely to the 
votes of the foreign population. 

; A Substitute Devil. 

Realizing the decline of the belief in a personal 
hell-boss, the long-headed leaders of our Protestant 
Jesuits are casting about for an available substitute, 
and urge the appointment of “law and order com- 
missioners,” who, of course, would denounce every 
anti-clerical publication as immoral, and every 
skeptic as a blasphemer. 

Ethnological Revelations. 

Prof. Frank Buckland, on his return from France, 
had a young squirrel-monkey in his arms—a tiny 
pet which he hoped to smuggle through on the 
principle that children under two years go free; but 
the ticket agent of the Dover railway insisted on 
the payment of live-stock rates. ‘Since you charge 
for all animals, what hav I to pay for these?” 
asked the traveler, producing a basket full of 
snapping-turtles. The official adjusted his specks, 
consulted his. tariff ledger, and then surprised the 
naturalist by the memorable verdict: “ No charges 
for them, sir; them is insects.” With a similar 
amazement many Americans of foreign birth must 
hav studied the ethnological statistics of Mr. Porter, 
who in his last census bulletin classifies Welshmen 
as” “ Anglo-Saxons,” and Hungarians as “Slavs.” 
Political associations may, to some degree, hav 
obliterated the difference between the West British 

-Celts and the followers of Hengist and Horsa; but 
the. Magyars hav now for more than a thousand 
years devoted their best energies to the preserva- 
- tion of their independence from the yoke of their 
Slavonic neighbors, and so far from being Slavs, 
are not even members of the Caucasian race, but 
Turanians—kinsmen of the Fins and the Turko- 
‘mans. The country of the lower Danube, it is true, 
swarms with Slavs, but Mr. Porter might as well 
hav described a Cape Colony farmer as a “nigger,” 
for being a nativ of the Dark continent. “You 
ought to show more patriotism, sir,” said a Moscow 
police-commissioner, in reprimanding a disrespect- 
ful British resident ; “ you hav been doing business 
in this town so long that we hav a right to claim 
you as one of our own.” “If I should happen to 
work in a stable,” said the Britisher, “does that giv 
you a right to call me a horse?” 
A Dangerous Game. 

King Humbert has been called the Henri Quatre 
of Italy, and it has more than once been predicted 
that he will ultimately share the fate of that gallant 
monarch. Last Saturday (March 25th) a fellow 
named Berardi hurled a stone at the head of the 
king with such force that the missil whistled 
through the air like a rifle ball, and missed its aim 
only by a fraction of an inch. He was at once 


saken him after all, but permitted him to die free 
and in sight of his holiest temple. 


speakable hardships, and whose valor, unassisted 
by modern implements of warfareghad in forty-two 
battles vanquished the same troops that defeated 
the tactics of the great Napoleon.” But had 
Napoleon himself a muck better reward? ‘The 


of his heroic campaigns.” 
winding-sheet ?” 
St. Peter’s Boss Called Down. 

“ Our blue-ribbon bigots,” writes a friend from 
Belvidere, Ill., “ wanted me to sign a pledge invok- 
ing the aid of the Lord, and I offered their presi- 
dent a bet that I could keep sober without 
anybody’s aid much longer than he could with the 
aid of Christ and all his Apostles. I knew that he 


stimulate his self-respect, but they boycotted me 
for blasphemy, though the result proved the cor- 


gutter again.” 
Monkey Instincts. 

One trait of nature seems to make all monkey- 
dom kin, viz., the predatory instinct that appears 
to consider theft its own reward; and the phe- 
nomenon of kleptomania may yet be recognized as 
an incidental confirmation of Darwin’s theory. The 
Vienna police not long ago unearthed an association 
of amateur shoplifters—girls in their teens, many 
of them, and nearly all able to offer the doubtiul 
plea of disinterestedness from a dollars-and-cents 
point of view. They had never patronized pawn- 
shops, and rarely enriched their private wardrobes 
with their ill-gotten dry-goods, but contented them- 
gelys with hoarding their plunder (including hard- 
ware, mathematical instruments, prayer-books, and 
other articles of no earthly use to female aristocrats), 
or vauntingly exhibiting it at their secret meetings. 
There are kleptomaniacs who will pick up handfuls 
of garden gravel rather than come home with empty 


habit of robbing his qwn larder. 


wife often recaptured bushel-bags full of such mis- 
cellanies. F. L. Oswazp. 


hae a aes a 
Not Stolen, Only Copied. 

No one except the initiated, says a Western paper, has 
any idea how common it is becoming in this city for min- 
isters to crib their sermons. A preacher who earns a 
large salary in one of our largest churches lately delivered 
an address. i 
marked that it was very fine. 

“ Yes,” said another, ‘‘ but he stole it.” 

This was told to the preacher. He resented it at once, 
and called upon the gentleman to retract. 


anything I hav said, ‘because I usually weigh my words 


book whence I thought y. u had taken it, I found it there, 
word for word.” 


ce Fa aa Ne 
Bound Volumes of The Truth Seeker. 


of $4. 
ceived weekly can obtain the File Binder for $1, 


of their new colonists come to stay and multi- 


Mecca and died content that Allah had not for- 


“And this,” | 
comments the biographer, “was the reward of a | 
man who for twenty-three years had proved his | 
devotion to his faith and his country under un- 


embroidered shroud on his tomb in the Dome of 
the Invalides,” says Mons. Taine, “is the net result 
“So much labor for a 


had been a hard drinker, and merely wanted to | 


rectness of my conjecture, for in less than six | 
months their moral exemplar was rolling in the | 


pockets, and a Danish author of some celebrity. 
once told me that one of his relativs was in the f 
Whenever he} 


| April 8th. 
| the subject for discussion. 


Shortly after, one of his parishioners re- f 


**Tam not,” was the reply, “very apt to take back 


before I speak. But in this instance I will retract. I 
said you had stolen the sermon. I find, however, that I 
was wrong; for returning home, and referring to the 


We hav a few bound volumes of Tax TRUTH SEEKER for 
the year just closed (1892) which will be sent on receipt 
We also hav a few of previous years which can 


be sold for $8. Readers desirous of keeping files as re- 2 
Pee. pial In concluding he dwelt at some length on the 


Liberal Societies. 
A man with no little personal magnetism is the 


Mohammed Alexander Russell Webb, who appeared 
before the Manhattan Liberal Club, Friday evening, 
April 7th. As Mr. Webb said in opening his lect- 


ure, he did not intend to make any converts in one 
lecture, but it was his aim to disseminate a truer 
and more liberal comprehension of the Prophet. 
With this object in view he had chosen for a lecture 
the life of Mchammed. 

«I hav yet to find a single Christian writer who 
has written fairly and justly of Mohammed.” To 
illustrate the treatment he has received at the hands 
of English biographers, Mr. Webb read selections 
from various authors. In regard to the prevalent 
idea that he was an impostor the lecturer said : 

“The Koran repeatedly and unequivocally de- 
clares that Mohammed was only a man with all the 
characteristics, while the Prophet himself was care- 
ful to assure his hearers that he differed from them 
in no spiritual way, except in his spiritual develop- 
ments ; that he was subject to the same physical 
laws that governed them, and that the regular 
course of nature could not be changed to suit the 
whims or fancies of anybody.” 

The lecturer then reviewed the life of the Prophet, 
laying particular stress on the fact that he had but 
one wife, and that he never countenanced warlike 
measures unless they were absolutely necessary. 
In regard to polygamy, Mr. Webb said there was 


| nothing in the life of Mohammed that would en- 


courage such views, nor is there anything in the 
Koran. 

Dr. Foote and Mr. Oppenheimer were the first 
critics. The latter thought the members of the 
Christian missionary societies cught to hav been 
present and seen how missionary work should be 
conducted. Mr. Wakeman was the next critic. He 
declared that there were numcrous passages in the 
Koran which advocated polygamy.. The other 
critics were Dr. Weeks and Dr. Ward. 

In replying to his critics Mr. Webb said that thi re 
was but one passage in the Koran which said any- 
thing about a man having more wives than one, and 
that passage had been translated as a permission, 
while it was in reality a prohibition. Next week 
Raymond S. Perrin will lecture on “The Christian 
Religion.” 

Mr. Webb's book on Mohammedanism will soon 
be published. As soon as pending negotiations are 
completed a free library will be opened and lectures 
on Mohammedanism given regularly and often. 


A general discussion of the question “Is Religion 
a Curse?” took place Sunday afternoon at the 
meeting of the Newark Liberal League. 

Mr. Bird first read selections from Mr. Putnam’s 
coming book, “Religion a Curse, Religion a Disease, 
Religion a Lie.” The speaker thought all religion 
is useless, even the high and intellectual one pro- 
posed and advocated by Mr. Wakeman. The first 
speaker after Mr. Bird was a Christian gentleman, 
who is not very well known to the members. The 
gentleman believed in a hereafter, because all of his 
multitudinous fathers-in-law had on their dying 
beds embraced the Christian faith. Another gentle- 


man who believed in the good of religion, especially 


the Christian religion, was Mr. Place. This gentle- 


f man was frank enough to say that the only reason. 
| that he was honest was because he expected to go 
| to heaven when he died; for which frankness he 


was soundly rated by the members of. the League. 


a rs. Smith, Messrs. Walter, Brill, Burton, Sexton, 
Morris, and Mayo also took part in the discussion. 


thought himself unobserved, he would use a private Next Sunday Dr. Lewis Janes will lecture on 


key to unlock a door in the rear of his diniag-room, | 
slip in, grab a lot of. prunes, coffee-beans, or raw } 
onions, and carry them up to his study, where his | 


“Cities and Civil Government.” 


The regular meeting of the Young Men’s Debat- 
ing Club was held in Newark Saturday evening, 
“Life and the Mystery of Life” was 
Mr. Welker read a very 
interesting and erudite essay on “Life and Its 


| Mysteries.” The essayist treated the subject more 
| from an historical than a doctrinal point of view. 
' He reviewed the Abhidharma of Gautama, and 
| while he did not believe in the Karma of the 
| Buddhists, he thought their idea of Nirvana 
| worth some consideration. 


: nside “One of the greatest 
mysteries of life is the mind or consciousness,” 
Mr. Walker held that the mind was a tabula rasa, 


quoting and explicating the Lockian formula, 


“Nihil est in intellectu quod non prius fuerit in 


| sensu.” He characterized the epigram of Leibnitz 
|as meaningless; in order, however, to show the 
| psychological differences of the two schools he 
‘ rapidly reviewed the «æ priori philosophy of 
| Spinoza, Malebranche, Descartes, Butler, ete. He 
í then expatiated on the ontological and cosmolog- 


ical differences of the various schools of philosophy. 
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benevolent theory of morals of . Hutcheson as 
opposed to the theory of Hobbes that all our acts 
arise from self-love. ‘While such may be the case 
among some proletaires certainly the vast majority 
is not so base.” Short addresses were made by 
Messrs. Bird, Gillen, Saxton, and Newing. At the 
next meeting Mr. Saxton will lead the discussion, 
which will be on “Spiritualism.” 


Chickering Hall presented the usual brilliant 
array of handsome men and women last Sunday 
morning. Professor Adler had chosen for a subject 
“The Anti-Semitic Movement in Germany.” 

“It will be noticed,” began the lecturer, “ that 
the movement calls itself anti-Semitic and not 
anti-Jewish. There isa reason for this. 
‘anti-Semitic’ was chosen with the purpose of 
deepening the stigma that it is intended to convey. 
By the use of this name it is intended to imply that 
the Jews represent a race which cannot be assimi- 
lated. The fear is expressed that these people will 
soon outnumber the Aryans unless they are put 
down. This is ridiculous on the face of it. There 
are only six million Jews, while there are hundreds 
of millions of Aryans. But it is not true that the 
modern Jew represents the Semitic race. It is not 
true that the Jews of to-day are an unmixed race. 

“But the cry against the Semitic race is only a 
cloak. Tnere are other and deeper causes. The 
most important of these is the religious cause. It 
is a curious fact that the religion named after the 
gentlest and most humare master has shed more 
blood than any other. I sometimes wonder what 
Jesus would hav said if it hai been prophesied to 
him that there would arise among his followers a 
Torquemada, an Alva. 

“Another cause of this bitter feeling is the cry 
that we hear about us every day, that of deicide. 
If Christ was god, and came on earth to be cruci- 
fied, then the Jews only acted their part in a pre- 
arranged drama. But if he was only a human 
being, then we must say the same of them as we 
say of the Florentines, who expelled Dante and now 
almost worship him—the best men are seldom 
understood by the people of their time. 

“The growing feeling of Nationalism is another 
cause. The policy of exclusion of foreigners is one 
of the first signs of this feeling. But this policy is 
suicidal, for it is the foreigners who are grafted 
into a nation that best represent that nation. 
Napoleon, Kant, Catharine II., are examples of this. 

“ I now come to the economic cause. The strain 
produced by the change of economic conditions is 
felt by all classes, and especially the official class. 
The officials are no longer treated with the respect 
that the merchants and bankers are, and so they fix 
ona few of this latter class, the Jews, and vent their 
spite on these. Butit is among the workingmen, 
among the semi-Socialists, that the movement has 
` its principal footing. But while the movement is 
apparently directed against the Jews only, it is in 
reality directed against the entire industrial system.” 

Next Sunday Professor Adler will lecture on 
“The Difficulty of Reform in New York City.” 


Succotash. 


I learn from the Rochester Democrat and Chroni. 
cle that Mr. Robinson, the proprietor of the Musee- 
Theater, has been giving entertainments on Sunday. 
To this, as usual, the clergy took exception. It was 
represented that the performances were of an im- 
moral character, that disreputable women assembled 
there, and that the authorities wera appealed to to 
close up the wicked and immoral place on Sunday. 

Certain individuals were sent there under dis- 
guise to see what was going on at the Musee on 
Sunday, and report to headquarters the immoral 
and indecent performances, if such were found to 
be practiced. 

The committee reported that the lion and leopard 
did not indulge in any immoral acts, that the bear 
and the birds were well behaved, and that the 

‘monkeys and wax figures seemed to show a decent 
regard for the solemnity of the occasion. The 
women looked well, were dressed well, and behaved 
in such orderly manner as to arouse no suspicion 
of evil intent. The men were all civil and sober, 
and seemed to be interested in the entertainment 
and showed no disposition to disturb the peace or 
good order of society. 

But they were at the Musee-Theater, and not at 
the church—“ there’s the rub "—that’s what gravels 
the kidneys of the clérgy. And here is the real 
inwardness of closing the World’s Fair on Sunday. 
If the gates are left open the churches will be 
deserted, and the holy scavengers can catch no 
bullheads in their salvation drag-nets. What they 
care about the morals of the people will never dis- 
turb their brainless noddles. 

. These devil-dodgers know that if the gates are 


The name. 


closed on Sundays, the saloons and dives and other Í mense, but it does him no injustice. The concep- 


places of ill repute will be crammed with customers, 
and this shows the extent of their anxiety about the 
morals of the people. 

In Rochester the saloon-keeper is making com- 
mon cause with the minister because their interests 
are identical. Neither cares a rupee whether the 
Musee is open on Súnday or not. But there are 
those who would go to the saloon or attend the 
church if the Musee were not open. And that is 
all the interest the saloon-keeper or the minister 
has in the matter. The church is willing to con- 
cede a fair share to the saloon if it can secure what 
remains. : 

Heston has given a very impressiv cartoon rep- 
resenting the minister, the saloon-keeper, and the 
jackassical Congressman. Next let him represent 
the minister and the saloon-keeper as the Siamese 
twins, the one holding a Bible and the other a 
bottle, with this inscription over them: l 


Our aim is the boodle. 


The love of God was shed abroad in a church a 
short time ago.. The church was crowded and 


chairs were placed in the aisles to accommodate 


the people, but all could not be seated. A pious 
deacon was standing while the choir was singing, 
and a brother slid in behind him and took his chair. 
The minister had just put himself in position to 
giv the Lord a little cheap advice, when the good 
deacon found the brother occupying his chair. At 
first there was a suppressed whisper and then the 
talk was not only loud but fast and furious. And 
to show that he had the love of God shed abroad 
in his soul, the good deacon knocked the brother 
down. And then, “invoking the God of battles,” 
he jumped on the brother and pummeled him until 
he showed a contrite spirit, and learned that Christ 
did not come to bring peace. 

The women screamed and fainted, they trampled 
each other under foot in their wild scramble for the 
door, and finally the minister snapped the “amen” 
off the end of his finger, and pulled the good dea- 
con off, and thus ended the heavenly racket. 


O, how happy are they who their savior obey, 
And hay laid up their treasures above. 

Tongue cannot express the sweet comfort and peace 
Of a soul filled with heavenly love. 


A few Sundays ago a minister went up into the 
pulpit to open the services with prayer. He made 
quite a long prayer, but ended with a very feeble 
amen. The congregation waited some time, but 
the minister did not arise from his knees to proceed 
with the proceedings. A member went to him and 
found him dead. 

I tell you the pulpit isa dangerous place. Chris- 
tians, don’t make fools of yourselvs. Whenever 
you bow your knee in prayer think of this awful 
lesson, “God is not mocked.” He will certainly 
come down on you with his great dambanger if 
you don’t stop praying. 

The Chapman-Wettstein discussion is still on. I 
do not wish to take part in this discussion, but 
would like to ask a few questions. 

I saw ablind man the other day walking with 
his hand on the fence in order to keep his way. 
It is said “the spiritual eye is keener than the 
material.” Now, if there is a spiritual or inner 
man that sees, of what use is that to the blind 
man? The blind man is old and will soon die; 
will he be able to see then? 

My brother’s arm was paralyzed a year before he 
died; was there a spiritual arm that was not para- 
lyzed? If there was, it did not help my brother, 
nor was he cognizant of the fact, if it were a fact. 

We hav a man in our place who is deaf; is there 
an inner man or spirit which hears all that is going 
on? If so, he is not conscious of the fact. 

Now, when we lose our sight and taste and 
smell, our hearing and feeling, when the heart 
ceases to beat, and the brain to perform its func- 
tions, we are dead, and the idea that a spirit is to 
be born from us is all idle vapor. 

Who knows anything about the structure of a 
spiritual eve or ear? How can.we obtain a knowl- 
edge of the nervous system of a spirit? Who 
knows that a spirit can hear, see, feel, or taste, or 
enjoy or suffer? There is noknowledge upon this 
subject, neither can there be. 

“Sandy, what's this they call metaphysics?” 
« Why, it’s when one chiel tries to tell another 
chiel something that he knows nothing about him- 
self; that’s what they call metaphysics.” 

Why cannot somebody be found who can tell us 
something about God? The reason is, nobody 
knows. Let anyone set down to write what he 
knows about God, and he cannot write a half- 
dozen sentences. He will find that there is too 
much of Sandy’s metaphysics connected with the 
subject. 

_ Heston’s cartoon on the stuffed prophet is im- 


tion of the cartoon must hav been in Heston’s 
brain before it was put on paper. Can he keep on 
producing cartoons after he is dead, and his brain 
ceases to act? Joun Pror. 
Naples, N. Y. 


Agnosticism. 


Amongst numerous reasons, the Agnostic re- 
jects Christianity because he cannot reconcile belief 
in an all-good deity wıth the evil in the world. Did 
he create the evil? Ifit be answered: “The devil 
made it,” the Agnostic. inquires, Did he create the 
devil? If you reply in the afirmativ you. admit 
that he is not all-good, for he created a being of 
evil! If you say that the devil was at first a good 
being, but afterward fell, you admit frailty on the 
part of an all-powerful and all-wise deity, for you 
either admit that your deity could not create that 
being perfectly good, in which case he is not all- 
powerful, or he did not know that he would fall, in 
which case he was not all-wise! If he did know 
that he would fall, and created him with that knowl- 
edge or intention, he must hav been creator of evil! 
If you say that he did not create the devil, you ad- 
mit that he was not the first cause! In this case 
the devil might hav created the deity or some other 
being might havcreated both! If you deny the ex- 
istence of a devil, you not only throw the responsi- 
bility of having created evil upon the deity, but 
cast down the foundations of Christianity, which 
are based upon redemption! 

However, it is probable that neither a personal 
devil nor a personal deity exists. ‘ 

The Jewish scriptures name the party the 
Hebrews believed to hav been the creator of evil. 
For the culprit’s name refer to Isa. xlv, 7. 


Lectures and Meetings. 


S. P. Purnam’s lecture appointments: _ 
Boston, Mass., April 16| Worcester, Mass. April 16 
Bristol, Conn., ae 17 | Cincinnati, IIL, ‘s 23 


Tux Brooklyn Philosophical Association’s program for 
this month is: 

April 16th, O. P. Loomis, ‘‘Ancient Astronomy and 
Religion.” 

‘April 23d, Prof. R. E. Mayne, ‘‘ The Coming Man.” 

April 30th, 8. H. Wilder, ‘‘ Science Falsely So Called.” 

The Association meets Sundays at 3 p.m. at Fraternity 
Hall, Bedford avenue and South Second street, E. D. 


Ar the Manhattan Liberal Club, 220 East Fifteenth 
street, Friday evenings, the program for April is: 

April 14th, Raymond Perrin, ‘‘The Christian Ro- 
ligion,” 

April 21st, Lizzie Ward, ‘‘ Women’s Skirts.” 

April 28th, Reuben Rush, ‘ Life and Death.” 


Tue Barlow, Ore., Three Sisters makes a fair report of 
Mrs. Katie Kehm Smith’s lecture in that town in reply to 
a minister who said that schools and colleges, orphan 
asylums, hospitals, and homes were the fruits of Chris- 
tianity, and that saloons, prisons, scaffolds, Anarchists, 
and the destruction of hope, peace, and life were due to 
Infidels. Mrs. Smith said: 


“One of two things must be conceded—namely, 
that either Mr. Bateman did not know the true history 
of Christianity or, knowing it, he not only seeks to cover 
up its crimes and cruelties, and exhorts others to do so, 
but goes even farther and says that Christianity is synon- 
ymous with goodness and virtue. She denied that 
morality and religion were synonymous and gave many 
illustrations where the grossest immoralities hav been 
committed by very religious people. She also called at- 
tention to the morality and goodness and progress made 
before Christianity was known, and also by those people 
and those nations which hav never embraced Christianity. 
Mrs. Smith read statistics from prison records showing 
that our criminals are with few exceptions Christians. 
In answering Mr. Bateman’s statement, ‘If Infidels had 
ever built a school or done anything for the uplifting 
of humanity he had never heard of it, except a school at 
Silverton,’ the speaker said: ‘It is hardly possible that 
the gentleman never heard of Girard College, founded 
by the Infidel Stephen Girard.’ Mrs. Smith said that 
besides the $6,000, 000 left to establish this College, Girard 
gave during his lifetime $30,000 to the Pennsylvania 
Hospital; $10,000 to the orphan asylum; $20,000 to the 
deaf and dumb school; $10,000 each to the Lancaster 
schools, to the poor of Pennsylvania for free fuel, and to 
aid distressed sea captains; $20,000 for the relief of poor 
members of the Pennsylvania Masonic Lodge; $50v,000 
to the city of Philadelphia, and $800,000 to the state of 
Pennsylvania for canals. She said when our government 
was impoverished in 1814 Girard furnished it with $5,- 
000,000. She spoke of the gifts of Robert Owen; James 
Smithson, the founder of the Smithsonian Institute; of 
Peter Brigham; John Redmond; Peter Cooper, and of 
James Lick; aud after speaking of the Lick Observatory 
said: ‘If Rey. Bateman will go to San Francisco he can 
enjoy a bath at the expense of the dead [ofidel James 
Lick.’ Mrs. Smith quoted dozens of instances of deeds 
of charity done by Infidels, but we hav not space to 
enumerate them. She spoke of Thomas Paine, his life 
and death, and denied the minister’s statements iu re- 
gard to his death. She read historical evidence showing 
that he died as he had lived—an Infidel. The speaker re- 
viewed what she called the ‘crimes and cruelties of 
Christianity,’ the persecutions which had been done in 
the name of religion, and contrasted its history with the 
record of Liberalism, which she called ‘ the religion of 
humanity,’ and then outlined what Liberalism would giy 
the world in place of Christianity.” 
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Detters of Rriends. 


‘The World Would Be Better If All Took 
This Paper. 
POTTER, ARx,, Feb. 25, 1893. 
Mr. Evrror: I am well pleased with the 
paper—in fact, do not see how I could get 
along without it. The world would be 
‘better off if everybody was taking it, and 
living up to the principles advocated by 
it. I admire the writing of several of its 
‘correspondents, and more especially the 
lectures of Colonel Ingersoll. 
Respectfully, W. P. McInvosx. 


The Influence of Freethought Literature 
on Fnture Generations. 
Corusa, Cau., March 7, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: Herewith please find $3 in 
payment for the paper. Money is very 
close with us. Had I been aware of your 
great needs I should hav deprived my- 
self of some other luxuries and remitted 
earlier. The results of the infiuence of 
your excellent paper will be felt in com- 
ing generations with tenfold force. May 
it weather the storm, is the sincere wish of 
the subscriber, J. Q. GARDNER. 


The Catholie Future. 

Pucer Orry, Wasu., Feb. 17, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: Times are so hard it is im- 
possible to get any new subscribers yet, 
though a great many like the paper. I 
‘think I am the only one who takes it in 
this whole community. They are almost 
all Liberal (?) people, but seem to hav no 
fear of impending danger. I firmly be- 
lieve the Catholic church will bs the cause 
of the downfall of this republic, as the 
Catholics vote together to a man, and 
there are enough conservativ people, who 
see no danger, to vote with them so they 
will soon control our elections. Then, 

good-bye Liberty. 
WALTER J. CHIPMAN. 


A Glorious Achievement—Prevented the 
= Building of a Church. 
Srortine Hr, Pa., Jan. 17, 1893. 

Mr, Enrror: Please inclose a copy of 
your ‘‘ World's Fair Leaflets ” as a sample. 
I'am using all efforts to assist you in 
fighting for the grand cause of. Mental 
Liberty and the suppression of priest- 
craft, religious bigotry, and superstition. 

Not over a decade ago I stood alone 

. fighting for this glorious cause, and I now 

pride myself in saying that through the 
outspoken and determined stand which I 
hay taken I hav prevented the religious 
orthodox from erecting a church in my 
town or any other place of religious wor- 
ship, when you cannot find another place 
of the number of inhabitants where none 
of these places exist. 

Go on with your work, such as THE 
TRUTH SEEKER has been doing since its 
outstart. Liberalism is growing fast, 
even ın the benighted part of our country. 

Fraternally yours, T. H. Herspzy. 


Hopes for Less Cant from Cleveland. 
Sranaiz, WasH., March 4, 1893, 
Mr. Envrror: I herein send you names 
of some who profess to be Freethinkers 
‘but who are not subscribers to your paper. 
Well, Mr. Macdonald, to-day our new 
president is to be putin the chair, Out 
West here we of the third party—the mem- 
bers of which are nearly all Liberals, with 
very few exceptions, in this county—are 
not looking for much justice from this 
administration. But we are hoping, at 
least, that we will hav a great deal less 
Jesus than we had under Harrison. 
We hav notyet joined the Federation. 
Putnam ought to hava monument for 
the glorious way in which he is fighting 
for the cause of Humanity. May he liv 
many years and continue to fight in the 
same brave way. 
Success to you and your paper, Brother 
Macdonald. 
Sincerely the friend of all reform, 
CLEMEY Lacey. 
Wants Foreign Freethought News. 
Lipsy, ORE., Apr. 8, 1893. 
Mz. Eptiror: Please send your paper to 
the following address for one year, In- 
closed find $3.50 in payment for the same, 


ber of your paper. Send the New Bible 
Picture Book as premium. 

I hav nothing important to write about, 
as I read all the ‘‘ Letters from Friends ” 
and nearly all of them agree with my 
views. The People’s party of this place 
some weeks ago took an interest in 
the Women’s Christian Union work in 
electing a man to represent them at Salem 
in the coming convention to giv us some 
Sunday laws. They think we hav toomuch 
liberty. Or maybe they want their 
prayers before the elections come, as the 
Prohibition party used to be treated, 

I hav seen only one in this place that 
did not like your paper, and he said he 
would not dare to read it for any price; 
the pope is his idol. Itis hard to get any 
new subscribers. The hard times are 
much the cause of it. Many families in 
this place hav been living on water and 
bread, and cabbages and clams occasion- 
ally, for the last year. Giv us all the 
news from Sweden and other countries 
that you can p'ck up that is interesting to 
Freethinkers in general. H. P. STYFFE. 


If Each Would Help Freethonght As 
Much As Other Movements. 
Grays, Ky., Feb. 25, 1893. 

Mr. Enrror: Inclosed find $5 for re- 
newal to Taz TRUTH SEEKER, ‘‘ The Free- 
thinker’s Pictorial Text-Book,” cloth 
(premium), and Ingersoll’s Argument in 
the Reynolds Blasphemy Trial; cloth. 

I feel sorry that I am unable to do more 
for the cause of Freethought, which has 
been so dear to me for fifteen years, but I 
hope to be always able to earn an extra $5 
bill each year to spend in it. R 

I am a coal-miner and find among my 
craftin this district very few Freethinkers. 
I met with so many at a convention last 
week that I was very much astonished, but 
a little thought explained it all. Free- 
thinkers are, in almost all cases, the most 
intelligent and most trusted amongst their 
class. In. this district we hav only four 
months’ school term each year, which 
accounts for the fact that Freethinkers 
are few. But if each would work for and 
help Freethought as much as they do 
other movements, Freethought, the grand- 
est of them all, would soon be a force in 
the country. i 

Wishing our paper every success, I re- 


main, Yours fraternally, 
Wa. ROBINSON. 
P.S.—Please also send Ingersoll’s 


Lectures, in one volume, half calf, $5. I 
make the money order $10. W.R. 


No Need to Be Tender of Christians’ 
Feelings. 
Prasrter, Tex., Feb. 28, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: There are quite a number 
of Liberals in this community, but I be- 
lieve none are taking THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
All, however, hav seen copies of it and 
know its principles. A few object to its 
radicalism, but for. myself, if I was going 
to destroy a venomous reptil, I would 
endeavor to perform the act in the quick- 
est way possible. When the preachers 
attack Infidelity, they spare not the 
feelings of any. They call them fools, 
gamblers, blacklegs, libertins, 
lovers, and debauchees, and affirm that 
they are capable of committing any 
crime in thecalendar. I believe in paying 
them back in their own kind of coin. I 
hav frequently confronted them with 
Billings’s ‘‘Crimes of Preachers,” and 
shown them that it was not wisdom for 
persons living in glass houses to be toss- 
ing stones around in such a careless man- 
ner. They hav long since learned to treat 
me with civility. ‘ 

There are a number of Christian de- 
nominations here which hold forth at 
stated periods and dispense the ‘‘glad 
tidings of great joy.” Among them are 
Methodists, Presbyterians, Baptists (mis- 
sionary and hardshell), Campbellites, and 
Second Adventists—the last of which deny 
the immortality of the soul and future 
eternal punishment, AndIam ata loss to 
know why they had not just as well deny 
the rest of it. The different Christian 
denominations in this locality agree so 
badly that I believe they are doing more 
for Liberalism than Liberals themselvs. 
All are growing more Liberal year by 
year, but they are not yet cognizant of 


with premium as offered in the last num- j the fact, 


‘their belief as I am in mine. 


‘| and all the time, 


free-. 
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Tlearn by letter that J. E Remsburg 
will be in our state next month on a lect- 
ure tour. We shall try to procure his 
services for one or more lectures and hay 
him shake up the foundation of supersti- 
tion. . 

With best wishes for the prosperity of 
Tue TRUTH SEEKER, I am, 

A Liberal to the core, 


Is Our Future Home Cooling and Get- 
ting Pleasant? | 
ALEDO, Tex., Jan. 22, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: I send a new subscriber. 
You can put him down as a real Free- 
thinker. He is a reading man, and a 
thinking man also, and a man that is not 
afraid to express his views. 

There are a great many Liberalists or 
Freethinkers in this country. As I am 
outspoken at any and all times, I hav a 
chance to know, so I will inclose you a 
few names. I think that I said that there 
were agreatmany Liberalists. Well, there 
are, but-they are slow to say so. As to 
myself, I hav been reading your paper for 
three years, and do not hesitate to say that 
it is the best religious paper that T know 
of, and I would rather read it be- 
cause it deals with facts as nearly as 
possible, instead of fiction. Some of my 
Christian friends will look at Heston’s 
pictures and laugh at the hits. Isay ‘‘my 
Christian friends” because I hav some 
warm friends that belong to the church, 
and I hope that they are just as honest in 
I do not 
wish to condemn any person or persons for 
their belief, although I find that I am 
often condemned, and consigned to that 
awful lake of fire and brimstone—but I 
cannot find anybody that can tell me 
where that lake is or where the brimstone 
comes from. However, I shall keep on 
making inquiries. I may find out. I 
made some progress not long ago. A 
preacher told me that he did not believe 
that there was any literal hell at all, and 
that he told his hearers so in one of his 
discourses and that some of his brethren 
and a preacher or two rounded him up 
about it and that he stood to what he said. 
That looks as if it might be getting a little 
cooler and may gradually cool down and 
become pleasant about the home of the 
Liberalists yet, doesn’t it? 

Now something about the pictures, As 
to myself, I am in favor of them first, last, 
Nearly all of them teach 
a lesson. If this is worth room in the 
best paper that I read, which is THE TRUTH 
SEEKER, I may write again. So with best 
wishes and a long life to the Editor and 
a good word for our artist, I will sign my 
name and stop. J. C. MILLER. 


J. WHITE. 


A Hotelkeeper Disseminating Truth. 


Watton, Ind., Feb 20, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: I write you to-day to let 
you know that I yet liv and hav my being, 
though Iam now in the seventy-seventh 
year of my life, and hav the first copy of 
Tur TRUTH SEEEER in my house that D. 
M. Bennett putlished. I hay seen pros- 
perity and adversity. Iliv for this life 
only; I know nothing of another life. 

I inclose to you a money order which I 
wish you to place to my subscription for 
Tax TRUTH SEEKER, and also send a copy 
of cloth-bound ‘‘ Bible Myths.” 

I inclose to you a few of the cards of the 
Engler House, so that you can see my way 
of doing business: 

ENGLER HOUSE, 
TEMPLE OF SCIENCE AND Horst. 
Class Meeting at all hours, Now in the 
Holy Land. © 

Good Accommodation for ‘Travelers, 

Davin Enauer, Prop., WALTON, IND, 
There is a bell on the Engler House, 

That rings for a noble cause; 
Its tones go forth for one and all, 

To teach Science, Truth and Virtue’s 

laws. 

Let there be free schools without creed 
or sect, based on the teaching of Science 
and Truth and the World’s Fair to be 
open on Sunday. f 

I hav had eleven thousand of these cards 
printed in the past eleven years. My 
Christian friends said to me that if I put 
those cards out it would ruin my business. 
I hav been in the business twenty-three 
years here. There hav been opposition 
Christian hotels run against me, and they 
hay played out. Iam here yet, and I am 
the only hotel man here now. If you see 
R. G. Ingersoll ask ‘him if he recollects 


the time when he delivered one of his 
lectures in Logansport, and I at his re- 
quest met him in his private room, and he 
gave me the sacrament and initiated me 
into the church of Humanity, of which I 
expect to proclaim in my class-room to the 
latest period of my time. 

May Tue Trout SErKER never cease 
to be published while error roams the face 
of the earth. D. ENGLER. 


A Delightful Club. 
Cartcaco, Inu., March 26, 1893. 

Mr. Enprror: Less than & year ago your 
correspondent arrived here an utter 
stranger. Six months ago, at the solicita- 
tion of many new-found friends, who 
formerly knew him only by reputation as 
president of the Boston Question Club, he 
helped organize the Chicago Question 
Club. That it might be conducted simi- 
larly to the famous one in Boston, of 
which they had read so much, he was 
elected president. It meets at 2:30 P.M, 
every Sunday at 337 So. Halsted street. 
Free discussion follows a brief address on 
tariff, wages, suffrage, money, strikes, 
labor unions, immigration, profit-sharing, 
municipal reform, single tax, or some 
other social or economic question. Equal 
time is given both sides through five- or 
ten-minute speeches, alternating pro and 
con. Both admission and platform are 
free, and strangers are given the floor in 
preference to regular speakers. No one 
can speak a second time to the prevention 
of another who has not spoken. The one 
religious thing we do is ‘‘ take up a collec- 
tion.” The club has been a grand success 
—financially, numerically, and ethically, 
The name, Question Club, commits us to 
no ‘‘fad” or ‘‘ism,” and consequently 
commands more universal respect and 
newspaper prominence than if we had the 
reputation of being a lot: of so-called 
“cranks” of any one particular school of 
reformers. The club aims to discuss popu- 
lar questions at the time most publie in- 
terest centers in them. Consequently, 
three or four reporters are sometimes 
present at once, and the newspapers giv 
good reports of the proceedings. Our 
secretary always delivers to the Associated 
City Press a copy of the resolutions passed, 
or the questions sometimes addressed to 
prominent persons, and consequently most 
of the daily papers print them. Instead 
of the old-fashioned form of a resolution, 
we generally state our subject for discus- 
sion in the form of a question, thereby 
committing ourselvs to neither side. Regu- 
lar members pay an initiation fee and 
monthly dues; associate members pay 
monthly dues only. Our success has led 
to the formation of Question Clubs in a 
number of other cities. 

A short time since, we discussed the 
question : “‘Should the World’s Fair be 
closed Sundays ?” and passed the following 
resolutions, drafted by your correspond- 
ent, who generally writes the Club’s 
questions and resolutions: 

Whereas, The biblical command, ‘Six 
daya EN PROT wet ane a8 imperativly 

orbids any rest durin i 
labor the seventh; eit ee Le! 

Whereas, There is no biblical authority 
whatever for substituting Sunday (the 
first day of the week) for Saturday (the 
Sabbath or seventh day) as has been done: 

Whereas, ‘‘Every man should be a law 
unto himself,” knowing best when and 
what rest he needs ; 

_ Whereas, The United States Constitu- 
tion strictly forbids Congress making any 
‘law respecting an establishment of re- 
ore ad, That, by el 

esolved, Tha closin , 
Fair Sundays, Matthew 8. ae oan Bin 
pharisaical Sabbatarians not only outrage 
morality and the United States Constitu- 
tion but even deny the Bible they hypo- 
critically profess to defend. : 

Resolved, That it is as infamous to pre- 
vent willing as to compel unwilling attend- 
ance at either a World’s Fair or church: 
as tyrannous to deny men their just equal 
rights under the euphonious name of Sun- 
day law as by any other name; 

Resolved, That, to prate of man’s “ free 
moral agency,” whilestealthily and treach. 
ously denying him that ‘free moral 


agency” through unjust 1 i 
none but imbecils; ; eters, 

vesolved, That’freedom is not i 
spring of restriction, and, as Guide ok: 
day restrictions, like unjust tariff restric. 
tions, hinder individual liberty, consistent 
opponents of one form of tyranny must 
likewise oppose the other, 

Resolved, That, to compel our invited 
foreign guests to conform to our barrow 


bigotry—while boasting our liberty and 

freedom—is to offer them them a flagrant 

insult. D. WEBSTER Grou, 
President Chicago Question Club.’ 


The Coming Steal. i 
New Yorx Crry, March 19, 1893. 

Mr. Enpitror: I ask you to favor the 
readers of Tue TRUTH Server through its 
columns with a few lines. from a truth 
seeker and truth proclaimer. 

Dear truth seekers and proclaimers, 
while I feel the title of this address is 
the coming inevitable, I pen these few 
lines to question whomsoever will an- 
swer, Is the same avoidable? In the 
past there hav been gigantic steals that hav 
amazed the citizens of our republic, that 
hav amazed the peoples of nations. 
Steals that hav threatened the overthrow 
of governments (France is a standing ex- 
ample). Steals that hay enriched the few 
at the expense of the many, causing the 
lower and middle classes, the producers, 
to be clad in rags and to suffer want for 
the necessities of life; while the plunderers 
were clad in silks and satins, dined and 
wined on the best the producers could for- 
ward, and read upon the stolen coin of 
the people’s money ‘‘In God we trust” 
without the least compunction, with the 
condition of the poorer classes of pro- 
ducers staring them in the face. With 
might as right, they trusted in their hire- 
lings, who framed laws to make the con- 
dition possible for them to trust their 
servants, who were well paid by the 
plunderers who hoarded up the people’s 
money by the betrayal of the public trusts 
the people invested in their public 
servants. 

‘In God we trust!” A cloak for the 
priesthood and leading Christians (prob- 
ably the authors), and a commandment 
for the producers whom they plundered. 

They claim Christ was God. He com- 
mands, they obey—let us see how far. 
Christ commands, ‘‘ Giy what thou hast 
to the poor, and follow me!” Do they 
obey? No, but hav the audacity to preach 
it while they hav hoarded and are still 
hoarding the wealth of the producers into 
the millions; investing the same in 
property of which they are robbing the 
government annually of the taxes. The 
priesthood hav become the poor, and are 
continually asking the producers to giv to 
the poor and ‘‘follow me.” Every 
common-sense person knows they are the 
poor, for they hav always been paupers, 
as well as robbers and beggars, and always 
will be as long as the producers remain 
asses. i 

In the, recent troubled state of the 
Catholic hierarchy in the United States 
over their possessions and influence 
gained, the public press estimated their 
possessions at $21,000,000—the same ex- 
empted from taxation. Now, Liberals, 
think: ‘‘Giv what thou hast to the poor 
and follow me!” Is this not a gigantic 
steal? Who of them can dispute the fact 
that they hav never obeyed this command 
of Christ, but on the contrary hav been 
the robbers of the poor, requesting the 
poor to follow them? Who of them will 
dispute this fact? f 

Is not the priesthood obtaining money 
under false pretenses in the name of him 
whom they never followed? 

Hav their followers no eyes, or are 
they made up wholly of ears? 

What are the false pretenses? Promises 
of hereafter, of which those who promis 
know as little as the promised. 

Liberals, think, how would you like to 
accept a promissory note of the priesthood 
to read, 

After death we promis to pay happiness 
for all the cash you can bring us (of which 
we know nothing ourselvs). 

(Signed) CHURCH or CHRIST, 

Perr Rev. ; 
all this without the least tangible evidence 
to the human mind that there is a here- 
after? 

- Liberals, how in the name of common 
sense in this enlightened age of reason can 
the majority of our population be hum- 
bugged in this way? Hav the majority 
no ihoughts of their own? or are they like 
sheep going over a stone wall—when the 
leade: jumps all follow mechanically? 

If this mechanical following continues, 
and ‘this mechanical collecting from the 


producers of this country, and this : 
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| work more or less that day: But instead 


mechanical purchasing and selling of 
political and legal privileges regardless of 
consequences, jn the United States, our 
much-boasted liberty, founded by Wash- 
ington, Jefferson, and Franklin, will be 
no more, but of the past. 
Constitution of the United States will be 
stored away as the spoils of the coming 
hierarchy, who hav now crept upon us as 
a savage beast on its prey, with all its pre- 
arranged plans for the coming steal! The 
most gigantic steal in the history of the 
world, that of the grandest republic the 
world has ever produced, the richest and 
the grandest nation upon the globe—this 
the Catholic hierarchy seeks, nothing less, 
I am convinced by all her actions; they 
epeak louder than words. 

Liberals, we hav foreign invasion estab- 
lished in our borders. We are in the 
grasp of Rome. 

Who will deliver us? 

Respectfully yours for deliverance, 
; G. K. 


Interesting Attempt 
Labor. 
TOPOLOBAMPO, SINALOA, bba. 
March 7, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: Thinking your readers 
might like to hear something of this co- 
operativ colony, I venture a few remarks. 

Of the resident colonists, some hay 
been here over five years. Many hay 
come and left dissatisfied. A few hav re- 
mained. So that now there are here about 
four hundred and fifty men, women, and 
children. The colony has never yet been 
self-supporting, but now there is a fair 
prospect of its raising enough to eat; but 
not enough to wear; and whether or not 
we shall this year raise a surplus of food 
enough to sell to buy clothing is yet an 
unsolved problem. / 

The colonists hav dug en irrigating ditch 
seven miles long from the Fuerte river, 
twenty-two feet deep at the river and 
gradually getting less till it delivers the 
water on the surface of the land, where it 
can be make to water perhaps several 
thousand acres. This ditch cost $200,000, 
and is worth it, or more. The object of 
this movement is to accomplish Industrial 
Freedom on business principles through a 
joint-stock companv, which is to own city, 
farm, factory, and transportation, and 
control exchange. Its principles put in 
practice are: Exact from each according 
to his ability and giv to each according to 
his deeds, or needs, as the case may be. 
Every member must be strictly disciplined 
according to the iron rule of equity, and 
of obedience to directors and managers, 
whom he has a voice in electing from the 
stockholders. The golden rule of mutual- 
ity and interdependence is to govern in 
all their relations. The end tobe attained 
when the undertaking is accomplished is 
this: Every child shall be kept at an in- 
dustrial school and college until twenty, 
then work at some employment of his 
choice best suited to his capacity until 
fifty. Then, it is supposed, everyone will 
hav standing to his credit in the company 
enough to support him in leisure the rest 
of his life. This is the heaven upon earth 
they are struggling to. build; though now 
in poverty, privation, and want, with no 
dwellings but tents 'and dirt-covered huts 
and dirt floors, for there is no lumber 
here yet. But the climate is very favor- 
able to this condition of things. The ma- 
terials out of which to build a heaven 
upon earth are here, ready for the build- 
ers to develop, if they possess the requisit 
skill and moral character to do it. 

The colonists are above the average in 
intelligence, and mostly belong to the 
Liberal class. There are a very few pro- 
fessing Christians; more of Deists, Panthe- 
ists, Agnostics, and persons of other 
shades of opinions. Some are Quakerish, 
having been bred in Quaker communities 
and necessarily inherited mcre or less of 
the ish. 

In reference to this colony a certain 
clergyman remarked that ‘‘God has at 
last raised up a lot of Infidels to put in 
practice the principles of Christian Social- 
ism, which the church has entirely lost 
sight of.” 

The company will support no religious 
society, and none has yet been formed. 
The col- nists hav voluntarily fallen into 
the habit of resting Sunday, though some 


at Co-operativ 


Our glorious: 


of a Sunday evening prayer-meeting they 
substitute a dance on the ground by a 
bonfire light. Those who may think of 
coming here to help out this movement 


should bring cookstoves, utensils, and 


household goods; flour, groceries, cloth- 
ing, axes, grubhoes, mattocks, shovels; in 
fact, tools of a'l kinds come into play. 
Bring all kinds of improved farm ma- 
chinery. And above all lots of money, so 
you can get what you want here. And do 
not forget tents to liv in. Come prepared 
to help the colonists and not to be helped 
by them. 

. The most desirable colonists now to 
come would be robust young men, who 
are in sympathy with our principles and 
willing to undergo hardship and privation 
to carry them out. The feeble and the 
children should stay away until the 
colonists are able to provide for their re- 
ception into comfortable quarters and 
surroundings. This climate renders tents 
and huts quite tolerable, though not al- 
together desirable. But the prospect of 
the vast fraitfulness of this country when 
irrigation is once well developed enables 
a young man to endure the pioneer hard- 
ships for the reward to come after. 

The invitation is now: Come and join 
us in our privation and hard work for the 
sake of the reward hoped for in the future 

There has not been the harmony among 
the colonists which there should hay been. 
The Mormons who settled in Chihuahua 
about the time our colonists settled here 
hav beaten us in the race badly. They 
hay been self-supporting for some time 
and are selling their surplus in the mines. 
The main secret of their success over us 
is, that the fundamental principle with 
them is obedience to their directors. The 


‘| lack of this amongst.us has worked to our 


i 


your readers. 


disadvantage and put us back. But we 
hope to accomplish here on business 
principles what the Nationalists are trying 
to do on political principles—Industrial 
Freedom. F. H. Mansa. 


Christ and His Apostles Drinking Mescal. 


TOPOLOBAMPO, SINALOA, EN 
, March 12, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: By your permission I will 
answer some twenty letters received from 
I hav had the colony’s 
paper sent to M. V. Dadisman, also D. 
M. McMillan, and will write to them 
personally, 

A. K. Owen started this colony in 1883 
by publishing his plans of integral co- 
operation. In 1886 the Credit Foncier 
Company was chartered under the laws 
of the state of Colorado. Nov. 17, 1886, 
the first party of five hundred colonists 
landed by order of the board of directors, 
of which Owen was chairman. Some 
seven hundred hay landed here since. 
Three hundred and fifty are herenow. A 
great many left in disgust at the way 
things were managed. All liked the cli- 
mate and soil. In December, 1886, land 
was bargained for at Vegaton and camps 
started there and at Susfragio, as well as 
at the bay and other places, with no 
definit plan of operation. In the autumn of 
1887 a farm of four hundred acres was pur- 
chased at La Logia, and those that did not 
leave went there, and made some Indian 
huts out of poles, brush, and mats. The 
rest of the camps were given up. The 
people worked with a will. But the in- 
tegral codperativ machine seemed to be a 
back-acting concern. Everybody re- 
ceived $3 in credits for each eight hours’ 
work, and were to buy their own products 
back for credits at cost of production. 
They produced but little, but piled up 
#300,000 in credits. The debt on their 
unprofitable La Logia farm became due, 
and was paid off by a man in Kansas, who 
holds it yet. 

In the summer of 1889 the Kansas- 
Sinaloa Investment Company was organ- 
ized. Its object is to buy lands in Sinaloa 
for the use of its members. This company 
has purchased what is known as the 
Mochis tract of over eighty thousand 
acres, and owns some two hundred thou- 
sand acres. Its stock has never been below 
par. None has ever doubted the ability 
or honesty of its board of managers. It 
was this last company that constructed 
the big ditch, costing $175,000. It ison 
the Mochis tract, seven miles from the 
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Fuerta. Here are living about one hun- 

dred people; farming and gardening. Five 

hundred acres hav been cleared. To-day 

while I write I can look from my tent and 

see them gathering strawberries, digging 

potatoes, and gathering peas, beans—in 

fact, nearly all kinds of garden truck. 

We gather and plant nearly all the year 

round. About a thousand orange trees 

hav been set out in the last month of four 

and six years old. They are expected to 

bear next year. Abouta mile further on 

is another settlement, where about the 

same number of people hav taken land. 

It is called Kickersburg by some, because 

these people hay refused to deal under the . 
Owen credit plan. In return the people 

here are sometimes called Owen’s pets. 

About seventy-five are at the bay. They ` 
are sometimes spoken of as Wilberites. 
About fifty or seventy-five are at La 
Logia yet, but they are moving away 
every day. Everybody here has been ex- 
pecting that a permanent organization 
would be made. Two or three times hay 
been set, but the time has gone by with- 
out organizing. The time is now set for 
May, when Flusham, who is said to hav 
lately sold his property in Dutchland for 
an even $1,000,000, will be here. His 
agent is now here—Hoffman, president of 
the Kansas-Sinaloa Investment Company. 
Owen and others interested in this 
work will be here and perfect all plans, and 
T am satisfied all will go well. I hav been 
here nearly three years and hav not heard 
of a fight or a scandal. Onur leaders are 
believed to be honest, our people hard- 
working and moral, but so far we hav not 
produced much. We hav never been 
self-supporting. But I think we soon will 
be. A boat landed here last week with 
eight new members and fifteen tons of 
flour. Our new grader, that cost us some 
$1,200, is on the ground and works finely. 
Our steam-drill is at Guyamas, and our 
railroad is said to be a sure thing. Time 

will tell. The new party like it well here. ` 
Some twenty odd members that went 
away hav returned during the last three 
months. There are men here fromthe . 
best parts of Florida and California, and 
all agree we hav a fine country. Our bay 
swarms with turtle, fish, shrimps, clams, 
oysters, crabs, and I saw three men fetch 
eight thousand duck eggs to our store, all 
of which they had gathered that day on 
one of the islands in the bay. I saw this 
last week. No church or dramshop will 
ever curse our land—that is, the land 
owned by this company. I advise all 


‘readers of this article to go slow; wait 


until we are organized. If you think of 
coming down here send $1 to the Editor 
of Tue TRUTH SEEKER, and drop me a 
card, and I will see that you get our paper 
that is published here all right. The 
Editor will apply the same on my ‘sub- . 
scription. aa 4 


During December and January I was 
up in the Sierra Madre mountains for pine 
for our mill. I saw lots, and cut fifteen 
hundred logs of from one to two feet in 
diameter. I saw lots of trees five and six 
and some ten feet through. The river did ` 
not rise, and our loge are there in the bed , 
of the Choice river, which is a branch of 
the Fuerta. They will most likely come 
down in June. 


As I love the dear old TRUTH SEEKER, 
also the boys’ and girls, I am going to 
offer a prize. To the girl that sends the 
most names with the required amount 
of money to THE TRUTH SEEKER for that 
paper for one year during the present 
year, I will send them a box of beautiful 
shells of a hundred varieties free of cost 
and guarantee safe arrival; and to the 
boy sending in the most, the same. I. 
hav sent several boxes home to my chil- 
dren in Kansas, any one of which I could 
hay taken $5 for here. 

Friends may expect to hear from me in 
five or six weeks again. 

I will say, too, that the funniest thing I . 
ever saw is the way J. Christ is pictured — 
out in Mexico. In every instance his face — 
is the same as that of the common Ameri- 
can picture, but otherwise I hay seen him 
in American red-top boots, Mexican red . 
blanket—in fact he is pictured dressed in 
all kinds of Mexican costume. If I can 
get the picture of Christ and the twelve . 
Apostles drinking mescal I will send it to , 
Heston. A. BUTTERFIELD, 
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Children’s @orner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wixon, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communica- 
tions for thia Corner should be sent. 


“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
hen the night is beginning to lower, 


Comes a pause in the day’s occupations 
That inknown as the Children's Hour.” 


(Reprinted by particular request.) 
Brown’s Religion. 


A man named Brown—a very common name— 

But, Brown or Jo: es, I’m sure ’tis all the same— 

He was no genius, neither rich nor learned, 

And for great schemes had never cared or 
yearned; 


But was one of these easy-going men ; 
Who make but little stir with tongue or pen; 
Who keep the even tenor of their way 
Through winter snows and sunny time of May. 
And he was known where’er his life-line fell 
As an honest man, but—an Infidel. 


He lived a quiet, upright, sober life, 
Faithful and true to fellow-man and wife; 
And most of folks who’d known him long and 


well 
. Had many tales of his good deeds to tell: 


Of how, while other people preached and prayed, 
He quite long jonrneys round the city made— 

" The poor and sick I’m looking for,” he said, 
“For those who on dry sticks and husks are fed.” 


He found—in attics high and cellars dark, 
Where poverty had set her chilling mark— 
What you or [ or anyone may find, 

On any day—our own, our human kind, 


In want and sorrow aud shivering with cold; 
With voices trembling their story they told, 

Of how they had struggled, essayed, and failed, 
While scornfully the world a them had railed. 


On such occasions Brown wou!d be quite wroth 

And utter profanely many an oath. 

Said he: “They preach of God'in whom we’ve 
breath, 

While here are his childran starving to death! 


** They pray for heathens in cannibal lands, 

And pour out money to loosen their bands, 
While the outcast at home, though sore he plead, 
Is left to die, or for ravens to feed.” 


But while some asked God to pity the poor, 
Great loads of oak wood Brown jeft at their door, 
And he also left, whene’er he passed by, 

Beans and beefsteak, bread and butter, and pie. 


“It is my way,” Brown said to the decon, 

“ And if I’m faithful, I rather reckon, 

Ishall be square with the Infinit One 

When my work on earth is finished and done.” 


“Your ane snarled the deacon, “think of your 
soul, 

That works cannot save from the fiery roll 

Of the hot, hissing flames down there in — ” 

“ Hold on,” said Brown, "when this body, this 
shell, 

To its first estate shall safely return, 

Will there then be anything left to burn?” 


** You fool!” sneered the deacon, as to his store 
He quickly retired aud inwardly swore 

That if he were God, every Infidel * 

In sulphur and fire should be roasted well! 


Then he thought, a3 o’er he counted his cash, 
That soon there might come 2 financial crash; 
And, as times were hard and the gosp2l high, 

He must raise money somehow on the sly. 


Soon after, he failed for quite an amount, 
But not until he had made a large count 
Of assets of widows, and orphans too, 

` Who thought that he to his promis was trne, 


To return to them, before many suns, 

The interest due as well as their funds. 

He was so pious and talked with such zeal, 

That they could not think he would lie or steal; 
But he grasped their means though, nevertheless, 
And they soon found themselvs quite penniless. 


With tears they then told their wrongs unto- 


Brown, 

Who said: " Now, this man’s expecting a crown, 

A robe, and a harp, and all that, you know, 

Where rivers of bliss eternally flow. 

Well. maybe he’ll get ’em, but as for me, 

In such company I'd rather not be! 

The deacon’s known as a piou; old saint; 

While I—{—well, I hav made ro complaint = 

But which is the worse, my friends here may tell, 
` Such a pious fraud or an Infidel?” 


Susan H. Wixon. 


Are Schools Attractiv ? 


As objectionable as the parochial school 
system of the Catholic church is to the 
thinking man, we think it originated from 
the Protestant church. 

We well remember sixty or seventy 
years siuce, in the competition among the 
Protestant churches of New England 
—which was relly the only thing that 
seemed to keep them in existence—each 
sect would hav its own boarding-school, 
a sort of post-graduate continuation 
of the village school, and much more 
deleterious in its effects to keep alive 
sectional hatred. 

There is something radically wrong in 
the system of teaching children. Inquir- 
ing of a young man who for cause had 
been confined in prison for a term of 
months as to what his feelings were under 


confinement, he compared it to ‘‘ going to 
school |” 

Can it be possible that the analogy be: 
tween school-teaching and prison disci- 
plin is so very close that this crude 
young man could make this comparison? 
Is it to be wondered at that the teachings 
of his infant mind should hav prepared 
him for the prison, as the prison prepares 
the criminal for the gallows? 

Gro. M. DAVENPORT. 

[The young man was unfortunate in 
being sent to a poor school, where the 
teachers were inferior. When the teach- 
ers are fitted for their work by natu- 
ral adaptation as well as education, chil- 
dren will be fond of schvol. As a rule, 


children like to attend school.—Ep. 
C. C.J 
were eed 
Correspondence. 


OPHIR, CAL., March 18, 1893. 
Dear Miss Wrxon: This is my second 
attempt at writing a letter for the Chil- 
dren’s Corner. My father has taken TuE 
TRUTH SEEKER for five or six years. My 
aunt Mary Smith is here on a visit to all 
her folks. , She is a Freethinker. I liv 
with my grandmother. I am nine years 
old, and I go to school every day. hay 
a sister five years old and a little brother 
four years old. I will close for this time. 

CORDELIA E. KAISER. 

SALINA, Kan., March 21, 1893. 
Drar Miss Wrxon : Please accept a few 
lines for the Children’s Corner from a little 
boy nine years old. I hav been sick for 
the past two weeks and therefore not been 
able to attend school. My papa takes 
Tur TRUTH SEEKER, and we all think it a 
grand paper. Mamma would rather read 
your paper than eat a good dinner. Some 
of my Christian friends think it very wicked 
because I prefer your paper to the Bible, 
but I think there is a good deal in the 
Bible that is not fit for children to read. 
AsI am seeking the truth and not hypocrisy, 

Yours for truth and light, 
Horace Hepstrom. 


Epom, Tex., March 16, 1893. 

Dear Aunt Susan: As I hav 1ever 
written to the Children’s Corner yet I 
thought I would write a short letter to let 
you all know- that I am well and going to 
school. I study Fourth Reader and spell- 
ing and Barnes's United States history 
ahd arithmetic and geography. M: 
mamma takes THE TRUTH SEEKER. I will 
tell my age. I am a little girl eleven 
rae old, and hav black eyes and curly 

lack hair. 

Texas is full of mountains, hollows, and 
swamps, and pine hille, and we liv twenty- 
two miles from the county-seat, which is 
Canton. 

Well, as I don’t knowany more to write, 
I will close. Your young Liberal friend, 

Erua SHaw. 


Baker, Wass., March 2, 18938. 

Duar Miss WIxon AND FRIENDS OF THE 
Corner: I thought that I would again 
write to the Corner. I hay been away 
from home a long time, but hav come 
back to stay awhile. The deepest snow 
has been about four feet. If you will be- 
lieve me I will tell you the wild flowers 
bloomed here till some time after New 
Year’s; it was not very cold in spite of the 
snow. The river is a little high this morn- 
ing, but papa and I crossed it and had no 
trouble at all. This is one of those rainy 
days which givs a person, with nothing to 
do, the blues. Everything seems dull. 
Before this wet weather set in I hað heaps 
of fun on the hard suow, on which I could 
run. The snow is about a foot and a half 
deep now, and very soft and wet; the 
chickens do not like this weather very well, 
and I don’t blame them. Well, I cannot 
think of anything more to write; I will 
close. This letter leaves me very. well, and 
hoping it will find you the same; 

I remain as ever, your friend, 
Lora FLICK. 


Denver, CoL., March 13, 1893. 

Drar Miss Wrox: 1 thought I would 
try and write to the Children’s Corner. 
I don’t gee any correspondence from this 
place. 

Papa has taken THe TRUTH SEEKER for 
years, and we alllikeitvery much. When 
Mr. W. 8. Bell lectured in Denver he 
stopped at our house, and we think there 
is no one like Mr. Bell. 

I will now tell you about a little Liberal 
girl. She is only four years of age. She 
was over to our house, and sitting upon 
my lap. I said, ‘‘ Petie, where is God?” 
‘*Why, don’t you_know where God is? 
Why, God is in Dillon, Col., with my 
grandmother.” And I said, ‘‘ Don’t you 
pray when you go to bed?” ‘‘Oh, no, me 
too seepy.”” 

We are having fine weather and hope 
you are having the same. 

If I see this in print, I will write again. 

Your Liberal friend, Erre Surra. 


write too. 


PHILADELPHIA, Pa., March 19, 1893. 

Dzar Miss Wrox: Being a reader of 
Tae Truta Sezer I thought I would 
write again. My oldest sister takes it; 
and I see that we get it every_week. I 
believe my sister Louisa and I are the 
only Freethinkers in our school. I am 
twelve years old, and in the tenth grade, A, 
and study grammar, geography, physi- 
ology, history, reading, drawing, writing, 
dictation, and arithmetic. 

I get so tired of hearing my teacher 
read the holy Bible. We hav to sit like 
statues when: she reads it. One day I 
asked her, ‘*‘ What makes the Gulf stream 
go right through the Atlantic ocean to the 
other continent?” And she said, ‘‘ Be- 
cause God makes it go straight.” She 
said this in a cross, loud voice, and did 
not satisfy me. Now, can you tell me the 
reason why? 

If this escapes the wastebasket I will 
write again; if not, well, then I will 
Yours for Freethought, 

Emm F. Sonvize. 


Mapronr, Wasu., March 12, 1893. 

Dear Miss Wixon: We take Tux TRUTH 
SEEKER and hav since 1883. The first one 
we saw was sent us by a friend, a very 
stanch Liberal. Now, this is my first let- 
ter to the paper in any form. I read the 
Children’s Corner and am very much in- 
terested in the little Liberal letters. It 
pleases me to see so many growing up to 
be Liberals. There are many calling 


themselvs Liberals here, but I can’t see it: 


they are not anything, 

Now, I do not want to take up too much 
time or space in your valuable Corner. 

Now, if I see this in print I may giv the 
little ones a description of my home in the 
far West, on the Pacific coast. I am no 
child, nor even middle-aged, but a real 
oldgrandma. I hava little granddaughter 
ten years old. She goes to school, and I 
only see her once a week; then her 
grandpa gets her to read the Children’s 
Corner tohim She is very much inter- 
ested in the Corner. If this is too long 
put it in the waste basket or do what you 
like with it. 

Yours for truth, right, and liberty, 
GRANDMA. 


(Thanks, grandma, for your good let- 
ter. Hopeyou will write again.—Ep. C. C.] 


Epom, Tex., March 13, 1893. 

Dear Miss Soustr: I will write you a few 
lines and try to tell you something about 
Texas—that is, a part of it, which is full 
of rocky mountaius here around Edom, 
and we liv at the foot of a mountain. The 
mountains are not high enough to be 
called mountains and we call them rocky 
hills. We hav always lived in Texas. 
Benwheeler, Brownsboro, Channeler, and 
Martin’s Mill are all under sixteen miles 
from Edom, and it is twenty-two miles 
from the county-seat, which is Canton. 
I would be so glad to hav a nice Corner: 
I think your little boys and girls had 
better all hurry up; itis soon going to be 
so warm that we cannot write much. I 
am going to school at Edom. We liv two 
miles from Edom. Editor Children’s 
Corner, please tell me your full name. 
Dear Aunt Susie, please tell me your age. 
I will tell you mine; I am fourteen 

ears old. It isso far from Edom to Fall 

iver, Mass., that my letter will be a long 
time getting there. If I see my letter in 
print I will writeagain. Well, good even- 
ing to you. Your true friend, 

CoLUMBIA SHAW. 


HypEsSvILLE, Car., March 4, 1893. 

Miss 8. H. Wrxon, Dear Friend: We 
take TuE TRUTH SEEKER and recommend 
it highly. I think if I could get my neigh- 
bors to read it once, they would like it, 
too; but they are Catholics and very rabid 
ones at that. We hav a talk sometimes. 
I quote a few words from Tue TRUTA 
Sexxer and tell them what a great, great 
mau Mr. Ingersoll is. We hav three daugh- 
ters that do not fear anything and are not 
afraid to tell what they think. I do not 
allow them to read the Bible, or in short 
the novel, until they are old enough to 
hear all sides, then decide; that is what my 
father said. I read the Children’s Corner 
to our children. The piece, ‘‘All Childran 
Are Mine,” is good. Yes, I am very glad 
that the poor motherless and fatherless 
children find a kind mother. I cau sympa- 
thize with them, for my dear, kind, 
affectionate mother died on February 8th. 
Her death was caused by the cars running 
into the wagon, which killed one poor wo- 
man instantly and injured mother, who 
lived two months, then died. Iam the oul: 
Freethinker out of the family of teu chil- 
dren. I used to go to church and sing, in 
fact was the leader in singing, but when I 
got home it was forgotten. I never will 
forget how I hated to read some verses in 
the Bible class, and, even now, I get dis- 
gusted reading the novel; it -degrades a 
woman on every page. I think it disgraces 
them who believe it. Oh, what a shame, its 
being called the word of our God! I be- 
lieve there is an overruling power, and 
hope there is a place of happiness for all 
good creatures, Freethinkers included, 


letter in the Children’s Corner. 
of the Freethinkers, 


I would like to say more and do more fox 
Freethought. I will try to get my neigh- 
bor to read that article, ‘‘ All Children Are 


Mine.” I will close by wishing to see my 
A friend 
Respectfully, 

Mrs. W. P. KIRBY. 


SUSAN WIXON'S BOOKS, 


a 


Al in a Lifetime, 

1mo, 300 pp., $1. . 

Apples of Gold. And Other Stories for 
oys and Girls. 1° mo, 883 pp., 81.25. 

The Story Hour. An Exceptionally Hand- 
some 2nd Interesting Book, Without Supersti- 
tion, for Children and Youth The Only Pree- 
thinkers’ Children’s Story-book ever issued. 
66 full-page illustrations and 2 smaller; large 
tvpe, heavy, toned paper, broad margins, illus- 
trated covers; 4to, 224 pp., boards, $1. 

Address, TRE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


GEMS OF PRERTHOUGHT. 


iarge sale.—C, P. Farren. 


The Evolution of thie 
i en * : 
aa the ine P irnad accurate, scientific, 
and philosophical analysis of his satanic maj- 
esty ever published. The book contains s 
pages, is beautifully bound, with likeness 0 
author on title-page. Tice, 2% cents; five 
copies for $1. ew von 
Ingersoll’s Address before the New Yor 
nitarian Club. The first time in the — 
history f the world that » Christian associa- 
tion ever invited a noted Infidel to lecture 
before them. The lecture isa grand one, and 
was received bv the club with continuous ap- 
plause from beginning to end. The pam- 
hlet contains 1% pages, beautifully printed. 
Price, 6 cents; ten copies, 50 cents. 


Memorial Oration by Colonel Ingersoll 
on Roscoe Coukling. Delivered before 
the New York legislature May 9, 1888. Price, 4 
cents. 

ight L. Moody.- An interview by Susan 

dle Us Pace, 5 cents. Ten copies for 80 
cents. 

God in the Constitution. By Robert G. 
Ingersoll. One of the best papers Colonel In- 
gersollever wrote. Inpaper cover with likeness 
of author. Price, 10 cents. Twelve copies for $1. 

What Would Follow the Effacement of 
Christianity? By George Jacob Holy- 


. This isa most valuable contribution, to 
faecthought literature. Bound in paper with 
good likeness of author. Price, 10cents. Twelve 
copies for $1. 

Life and Career of Charles Bradlaugh. 
By George Jacob Holyoake. With good likeness 
of Mr. Bradlaugh. Price, 15 cents. Ten copies 
for $1. 

What Constitutes a Freethinker. By H. 
L. Green, editor of the Freethinker’s Magaztne. 
A good missionary document. Price, 15 cents 
per dozen. 


Ingersoll’s 
Paine, at i 
New York city. Price, 6 cents; 
50 cents. 


Standiu: 


Devil. By Henr 


preacher of Yor 
4 


Great Address on Thomas 


the late Paine celebration in 
ten’ copies for 


Up for Jesus; or what the ed- 
itor of the PB reetninkers "Magazine thinks of 
him. Price, 4 cents; twenty-five copies for 


50 cents. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
Address ET place, New York. 


The Agnostic Annual 


—FOR-— 


wT 1 8'9 3 sm 
Edited by CHARLES A. WATTS, 


CONTENTS: 

The Moral Sanction, Leslie Stephen; 
Agnosticiam, Amos Waters; The Bother’ Nation’ 

Poem, Gerald Massey; Dogmatism n apare: 
ogy, Alfred Momerie; Sermons on the Mount 
Samuel Laing; The City of the Dead, W. Stewart 
Ross (Saladin); On the Duty of Honesty in Our 
Convictions 0. E. Plumptre; Scientific Religion. 
R. Bithell; The Blight of Sw erstition, Charles 
Watts; Anthropology and Orthodoxy, Edward 
Clodd; The Disappearance of the Nether World. 
F. J. Gould; Religious Ideas: Their Origin and 
Development, Frederick Millar; Signals with 
Mars; A Poem, G. H. Martin; Materialism and 
Idealism Harmonized, Lucian Armstrong. 

Price, 2% cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEBKER. 
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„REDUCTION IN PRICE OF A GREAT BOOK. 


With the eighth edition of 
Winwood Reade's “ Martyr- 
dom of Man,’ the cost of 
prod.ction has been les- 
i| sened so that we can reduce 
the price from $1.75 to 


$1.00. 


The book has had a phenomenal sale for so heretical a work, second onl y 
Men, Women, and Gods,” and we give our readers the pecuniary benefit of ad to Belen Sardener's 


“MARTYRDOM OF MAN” 


Is a very interestingly pictured synopsis of universal history, showing what the race has undergone 
—its martyrdom—in its rise to its present plane. It shows how War and Religion have been oppres- 
sive factors in man’s struggie for Liberty, and the last chapter, of some 150 pages, describes his 
intellectual struggle from the animal period of the earth to the present, adding an outline of what 
the author conceives would be a religion of reason and love. The chapters are: 


Egypt, Western Asia, the Persians, the Greeks, th dori i 
W AR ,Phenicians, Carthage and Rome, Roman Africa, the he Mao paloma en Aletandriay the 


The Natural History of Religion, the Israelites, the Jews, th 
RE LIGION Character of Jesus, the Christians, Arabia Mecca, Character Rates 
med, Description of Africa, the Mohammedans in Central Africa. 


Ancient Europe, Invasion of the Germans, the Castle, the T , : 
LI BE RTY. Church, Venice, Arab Spain, the Portuguese Discoverers, the Slave Teepe 3 


Abolition in Europe, Abolition in America, Materials of Human History. 
Animal Period of the Earth, Origin of Man, and Earl: istory, 
INTELLEC Summary of Universal History, The Future of the Meet The 


Religion of Reason and Love. 
Price reduced from $1.75 to $1.00. ™ Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette place, New York. 


THE HOLY CROSS SERIES. 


The Popes and Their Doings. Biograph- 
ical sketches of the most noted of these vicars 
of Christ and vicegerents of God, showing what 
they have done, and what kind of men they were. 


Good Books for Liberally In. 
clined People. 


The Last Tenet, Tapane "pon the Khan o. 


Tomathoz. Hudor Genone, authori It contains very plain statements,in very un- 
of * Inquirendo Island.” Copiously illustrated varnished language, and the unmasking is com- 
with original drawings by Louis M. Glackens. plete, proving them to have been cruel, in- 
I 12mo, 165 pages; cloth, $1.25; paper, 50c. riguing, and icentious men, ;gonsidering que 
nquirendo Island. A novel. By Hudor| {Eh bsok cannot be too widely disseminated’ 
pees this book cannot be too widely disseminated. 

Genone. 12mo, 353 pages; cloth, $1; paper, | Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


50c. “This book is: to me d = 
prise. In my judgment itis a. eae dearer The Mother of Harlots; a Synopsis of 
ction than Edward Bellamy’s ‘ Looking Back- ery, as It Was and as It Is. By 


r 1 Po 
ward,’ which at times it reminds one of. Itisa| William 
merciless exposure of Pharisaism and hypoc- | ing priest. 


risy, which is so prevalentin fashionable Chris- 


ogan, for twenty-five years a confess- 

he object of this book is to expose 
popery, acquaint the people of the country with 
the dangerous machinations of the church in 


tianity of to-day. It isa god book, and while 
han a oe many, should be read by all.”— | the United States, and warn them against giv- 
ona, ing it any countenance or support. Price, pa- 


Lecture on the Bible. By Rev. Charles 
Voysey, pastor of the Theistic church of Lon- 
don, with a new introduction by Rev. Herbert 
Taft Root. Paper, 87 pages; 20c. 


God in the Constitution. By Arthur B. 
Bradford. Paper, 18mo, 18 pages; 10c. : 


Eola on in a Relations to Evangelical 
eligion. By B. F. Underwood. Paper, circulated a story that Maria Monk was “no 


24m0; 21 pages; 5c. z 5 S 2 oe ts 
The Change of Front of the Universe. Minciised that her “child of euame” war none 
By Minot J. Savage. Paper, 31 pages, 10c. paie than the child of her priest-seducer. 
A Study of Primitive Christianity. By Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. ’ 
Lewis G. Janes. cloth, ogtavo, gilt top, pot Anricnlar Confession and Popish Nun- 
8 ages; $1.25. “Dr. Janes is evidently i r 
gt orou. Bcholar, and one cannot fail to be nor ney = By wm. Hog a for twenty Bie 
impressed with the care, the honesty, the faith- | j.C2=8! Rg Pre the ori ; 
fulness, the impartiality, the 1 F truth, th icentious practices of the priests and nuns in 
ya partiality, the love of tru! y 16 | these religious brothels. There is no question 
conservatism exhibited throughout this admi- | that Ex-priest Hogan knew the truth of the 
rable volume.”—[Popular Science Monthly. at g infantici i 
A tales of vice, seduction, and infanticide he giyes 
What Can Ethics Do For Us? By | in this volume, and equally there is no question 
William Mackintire Salter. Paper, i2mo, $2| that if the people generally knew of them, Ca- 
pages, 10c. tholicism would not be given the vast amounts 
Freedom of Thonght and of Speech. By 


of money now lowed it by our various oity 
Adr rare: : e 
William Mackintire Salter. Paper, 12mo, 39 governments. Price, paper, 50 cents, cloth, 
pages, 10c. 


cents. 
sant 3 ion: À ; i 
The Morals of Christ. A comparison Te ald Oe bakes 


5 9 the system of auricular confession, including 
with the contemporaneous systems of Mosaic, copious extracts from the “Confessional Un- 
Pharisaic, and Græco-Roman ethics. By Austin masked,” from, the “Master Key to Popery,” 
Bierbower. Paper, 16mo, 200 pages, 50c.; cloth, ete. The work is a protest against and an appeal 

. ‘Mr, Bierbower has carefully analyzed the®| to every American citizen to examine carefully 
old-world ethical systems which chiefly con- and thoughtfully a religious system so, invasive 
cern the modern civilized world, and in this of privacy, so powerful for evil in licentious 
book he has go classified the elements revealed hands, so fraught with danger to female mod- 
by that analysis as to give them a high scien- esty, to the ingenuous openness of youth, 
tific value. His book is almost as systematic as and to the freedom of thought, speech, and 
atreatise upon one of the exact sciences, and 


tunds in fine contrast to th pp By and action. Price. paper, 25 cents. 
stands e o the rambling, ethica. 7 ‘eli 
discussion of which we hear so much ne huh | Priestly Celibacy Exposed. A lecture by 


leads us nowhere.”—{Chicago Daily News. the Rev. Geo. Townsend Fox, of Durham, Eng- 


* yi land. Revised American edition, showing the 
Liberty and Life. Seventeen discourses | result in parishes of the Roman decree that 
on the applications, of #gientino trath to, morals priests shall not mary. Price, paper, 15 cents. 
and religion. By E. P. Powell. 0,208 pages; | Qi i 
cloth, $1; paper, 50c. “Strong. even’ bold, Sister Lucy and Her Awfal Disclosures 
essays on ethical and religious subjects. They 
are the work of a man of vigorous intellect, who 
has studied the doctrine of evolution long and 
carefully, and has not found it necessary to 
abandon all his old reverences. The discourses 
are full of interest to the casual reader by rea- 
son of their fund of anecdote and biographical 
citation, and to the seeker for religious and 
moral truth they offer many helps.”—{Literary 


World. 

Evolntion and Christianity. A Study. 
By J. C. F. Grumbine. Cloth, square 18mo, 
75 pages, 80c. “Mr. Grumbine’s statements are 
sound and well Pat. His book is the fruit of 
wide reading and investigation. It isa helpful 
one,is thoroughly interesting reading, and its 
presentation of the relation between evolution 
and Christianity includes much valuable 
thought.”—{Buffalo Express. 


Lessons From the World of Matter and 
the World of Man. By Theodore Parker. 


‘Selected from notes of unpublished sermons by 
Rufus Leighton. 12mo, 430 pages; cloth, $1.25; 


paper, 50c. 
$ Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


per, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


The Awful Disclosnres of Maria Monk, 
as exhibited in a narrative of her sufferings dur- 
ing her residence of five years as a novice, and 

Stwo years as a black nun, in the Hotel Dieu 
Nunnery, at Montreal. Perhaps not any anti- 
Catholic book published has, created more ex- 

“citement, and had such a circulation as this 
work. To counteract its effects the Catholics 


Respecting New Hall Convent, Bore- 
ham, Esgox, England. Showing that convents 


are inimical to chastity, virtue, and freedom. 


ice, er, 10 cents. 
Price, paper, (her TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York City. 


Christianity a Fiction. 


THE 
Astronomical and Astrologic- 
al Origin of all Religions. 


By DR. J. H. MENDENHALL. 


Explanatory notes compiled and arranged by 
the late Jonathan M. Roberts. Price, 50 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


BING, BROTHERS, SING. 
USE THE 


LIBERAL HYMN-BOOK 


meetings, to make them lively and inter: 
in yo big Li E Hymn-Boox contains songs 


's Victi ae f 
The Clergyman’s Victims, ss pessi sipe i partaga rme 


Te 


A LIBERAL SIORY, Parion, Wright, Green, Underwood Mre, Nigo irog 
Prioe,35 cents. | 3 o0nis. dress Tauta Sax Os. 


By Mas. E. J. BALL. 


Colonel Kelso’s Works. ||, K, Washbum’s Works, 


The Bible Analyzed, Cloth, octavo, 838 
pages, $3. 
Deity Analyzed. Cloth, 12mo, $1.00. 


“he Real Blasphemers. Paper, 12mo, 
138 pages, 50c. 


Spiritnalism Sustained. Cloth, 12mo, 
5 pages, $i. re 


Universe Aralyesd. #1 a 
COSMIAN HYMN-BOOK. 


—0— 


A COLLECTION OF 


ORIGINAL AND SELECTED HYMNS 


FOR 
Liberal and Bthical Societies, 
for Schools and 
the Home. 

—With Music Written to All the Songs.— 


ComPiep BY L. K. WASHBURN. 
Prica, $1.50, For sale at THIS OF FIOR. 


The Foolishness of Prayer. 


Sunday and the Sabbath, ‘‘A law regu- 
lating human conduct on the Sabbath is an im- 
pertinence.” Price. 10 cents. 


The False Teaching of the Christian 
Church, ‘The -nine Articles: of 
the Christian church are thirty-nine poor, 
broken-down opinions.” Price, 10 cents. 

‘Think of 

aminister’s praying God to, kill grasshoppers, 

or trying to in uce the Deity to underta 68 

crusade of one against the Colorado beetle!” 

Price, 10 cents. 


Followers of Jesns. Price, 10 cents. 
Spiritualism: Is It a Faith or a Fact? 


ice, 6 cents. 
Religions Problems. Price, 10 cents. 
Was Jesns Insane? Price, 10 cents. 


The Public Schools and the Catholic 
Church. Price, 5 cents, 


PULPIT, PEW, 
and CRADLE. 


By Helen H. Gardener. 
One of Her Brightest, Wittiest, and 
Strongest Lectures Against 
the Bible, 


Every Woman Should Read It 
and 
Know Her Enemies and Her Friends, 
Price. 10 cents. Address this office. 


BIBLE MORALS. 


Twenty Crimes and Vices 
Sanctioned by Scripture. 
By J. E. EFM8SBURG. Price, % cents. 


re A 


GOD AND HIS BOOK: 


is Biba y he had read this book Colon In 
s of all who really think. isa work 9 i, 
o humor, of sledgehammer vehemence, of scathing satire, of pathos and eloquence. 


BOOKS 


SALADIN 


fw. STEWART ROSS), 


Editor of the ! 
\ 


xONDON AGNOSTIO JOURNAL.» 


ersoll wrote tothe author: * You bave earned the 


of vast research, of sound criticism, of caustic 
It is one of 


the heaviest iconoclastic broadsides ever fired at the Jewish God and the Bible. 7 


Cloth, gold letters, $1.25. 


WOMAN: HER GLORY, HER SHAME, 


AND HER Gop.’ 


The Rev. Archdeacon Farrar said that * Christianit: glovated the woman; it shrouded 


as with a halo of sacred innocence the tender years of the c 
he has succeeded. 


is _to show the archdeacon his error, and 


“ This certainly is one of the most marvelous 


The object of Saladin’s work 
An English writer said of it: 


books ever issued from the press. The authori- 


ties cited are unquestionable, and the result is convincing.” 
In two volumes, cloth, gilt lettered, $2.50. 


DID JESUS RISE FROM THE DEAD? 


The evidence for the resurrection is in this book carefully considered, and found want- 


ing. 
In paper, 25 cents. 


CHRISTIANITY AND THE 


Tt ought to convince every Christian of the untruthfulness of this 
it is certainly one of the best essays ever written on the subject. 


SLAVE 


alleged miracle, for 


TRADE. 


A condensation of the known facts upon this panier’, proving that Christianity did not 


abolish but aided this infamous traffic in human beings. 


o which are added such comments 


as only Saladin can make. In paper, 80 cents- 


THE TRANSITION. 


A consideration of the antagonism of the, Bible and science, and of the question whether 
the veiled or allegorical portions of the Christian Bible can be interpreted by modern science. 


In paper, 20 cents. 


ROSES AND RUE. 


Being Random Notes and Sketches. 
Man of Genius; n St 
Poverty; Godin the Constitution; 


E on Stirpiculture; Asceticism an 
Con 4 Bruno; Gods; Witchcraft, etc. 


fome of its subjects are: A Last Interview with a 


nishment; 


Superstition; Capital 
i ed Sala- 


This may be call 


din’s own book, for itis poetry in prose, and is one of the books that lovers of strong literature 


like to read again aud again. 


LAYS OF ROMANCE. 


In cloth, gold- and silver-lettered, $1.50. 


This book reminds one of Sir Walter Scott, being romantic. historio verse, aglow in every 
page with the energy of a true and high poetic genius. 


Cloth, gold-lettered, 75 cents. 


ISAURE and OTHER POEMS. 


The title poem is a sto 


ry of intense passion, touchingly told. Th, 
are fresh, fragrant, thoughtful, and every verse reveals the Alier o 


other twenty poems 
erver, and reformer. 


Every page glows with passion and throbs with life. 


Cloth, gold-lettered, 75 cents. 


A FEARFUL FLOGGING. 


By one who endured it. Based upon a manuscript in the possession of Saladin 


n paper, 10 cents. 


THE AGONIES OF HANGING. i 


Studies in Psychology. 
script in the hands of saladi 


By one who was cut down from the gallows. Printed from manu- 
n. In paper, 10 cents. 


WHIRLWIND SOWN and REAPED. : 
A short story of clerical crime and villainy founded on fact. Of this book the Open Court 


said: ‘* This nove. 


command the same, or more, interest than Helen Gardener's story, * Is 


This Your Son, My Lord?’” In paper, 25 cents. 


THE CONFESSIONAL. 


Bein of that infamous religious rite. 
ne burch; Lechery of the Gonfesstonal; The 


Reformation Church; 


the Escaped Nun; Extracts from Dens and Liguori; 2 
he z Her Atte» pts at Continency, even more Ruinous than 


have Fostered. Learning; 


Contents: Licentiousness of the Pre- 
Priest in Absolution; Confessions of 
Examination of the Church's O aim to 

er - 


Indulgence: The Relative Criminal Statistics of Catholicism and Protestantism. 


Paper, 25 cents. 
For all of these works address 


x 
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the recapitulation in which the offenses 
are resurveyed grouped according to their 
identity. Merely from “A” to “C,” for 
instance, the churchmanly record runs: 
‘* Abortion, Allowing child to die without 
medical service, Adultery, Assault with in- 
tent to murder, Assault with intent to do 
great harm, Assault with intent to rape, 
Assault and battery, Attempted elopement 
with women, Abusiv language, Attempted 
bigamy, Arson, Bastardy, Beating wife, 
Bigamy, Breach of promis of marriage, 
Buggery, Breach of hospitality, Breach of 
trust, Burglary, Brihery, Blackmail, 
‘*Beecherism,’” Beggary, Beating women, 
Compounding felony, Compelling to marry, 
Coercing dying into willing him property, 
Coercing persons into giving to his institu- 
tion, Cruelty to animals, Cruelty to chil- 
dren, Cruelty to wife, Cheating, Counter- 
feiting. Criminal carelessness.” Frem the 
final summary we learn of 2,420 crimes 
charged, of which 1.202 are against women 
in a sexual way. The price of the book is 
25 cents. Further particulars of it are 
given in our advertisement columns. 


N eo Publications. 


Unless otherwise specified, all publica- 
tions noticed here can be had of Tue 
TRUTH SEEKER Company, at the price 
named. 


_ The Cause of the Toiler ” is a bit of a 
book indited by Jenkin Lloyd Jones and 
published at Chicago by Charles H. Kerr 
& Co. In its 36 pages is neatly packed 
a ‘‘sermon” preached on Labor day, 
by that gentleman lacking a ‘‘Rev,” 
but much more than most preachers 
deserving reverence. This pamphlet 
presents little of methodical and reasoned 
attack on the present labor system, and 
elaboration of a new one; butis more of the 
nature of an exhortation. It is useful. 
Some works point out the path, thisone pro- 
vides the impulse. Its language in pleading 
for shorter hours and more comforts for the 
worker, is so manifestly and penetratingly 
sincere and heprtfelt, that the book 
would prove serviceable as a gift to some 
mistaker who deems the cries for labor’s 
betterment but ventings of. covetousness 
orenvy. Price, 20 cents. 


In one very comely volume we find 
two works of Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., the 
devoted Liberal, industrious humavita- 
rian, and widely informed physician. The 
first work is titled, ‘The Seven Wonders 
of the Human Body, and Some of Its 
Freaks.” This is a lecture on physiology 
which was delivered as accompaniment 
to a stereopticon lecture. Jt is highly 
fascinating, and, as is said of novels, once 
begun wili not be laid down till finished. 
A host of facts about the construction and 
working of our animal frame are given. 
These facts are sugar-coated with alluring 
anecdotes and numerous illustrations. 
Even the interest which the mass of man- 
kind are known to take in freaks and 
monstrosities of nature is taken advantage 
of, as accounts of some of the most singu- 
lar of these miscreations are dovetailed 
into the work. A colored frontispiece 
representing the Seven Stages of the 
Human Creature in the womb and ont, 
starts with faces of the sort which the 
absorbed Bible-reader sees in his dreams, 
and which he expects will greet In- 
fidels, and about all of his congregation 
but himself, as they beach on the 
nnbeautiful shore. These countenances of 
the babe at two weeks, four weeks, six 
weeks, and eight weeks, giv way to less 
grotesque visages; of which one, that of 
the adult female, is a delight for jengthful 
contemplation. The headings scattered 
through the work are: ‘‘The Skeleton 
Man,” ‘‘The Muscle Man,” ‘‘The Skin 
Man,” “The Nerve Man,” ‘‘Our Auto- 
matic Man,” ‘‘The Lungs—Respiration,” 
“Special Organs for Excretion,” and 
‘*Man’s Diaphragm.” The statements are 
so informing as to be valuable to theadult, 
while the style has been carefully made 
so popular and seductiv that youths will 
interestedly read it without the ce m- 
mand necessary to make them study 
other works. Parents who would like to 
hav their children learn a little of how 
their bodies work and how they can 
be kept in repair, may by means of this 
book carry out their desires without re- 
course to the stick. With this production 
is bound a treatis on ‘‘ Autotoxemia, or 
Self-Poisoning of the Blood; Explaining 
the Origin, Relation. and Treatment of a 
Variety of Common Ailments and Chronic 
Diseases.” From this inditing it appears 
that if people continually let themselvs get 
constipated the waste matter reabsorbed 
into their system will poison their blood, 
and by its operation on the liver, ete., 
ruin their health and make them as cross 
as a minister who has heard that one of 
his townsmen is circulating Infidel litera- 
ture. The pages of the work first men- 
tioned number 68; the latter favors us with 
149 wise pages. The price is 25 cents. 


Darwin and After Darwin. 


An Exposition of the Darwinian Theory. 
By GEORGE J. ROMANES. 


A systematic Exposition of what may be termed 

the Darwinism of Darwin, and intended to be of 
service to the general reader rather than to pro- 
fe; sed naturalists. 
, Mr. Romanes is well known as one of the most 
interesting of English writers upon eyolution, 
besides ranking with Professor Huxley in scien- 
tific knowledge and ability. And this is a part of 
his conclusion regarding the great subject of 
Design, to which the church so often refers: 

“Thus whether we look to the facts of adapta- 
tion or to thosé of beauty, everywhere through- 
„out organic nature we meet with abundant 
evidence of natural causation, while nowhere do 
we meet with any independent evidence of 
supernatural design. |. Adaptation and 
beauty are alike receiving their explanation at 
the hands of a purely mechanical philosophy. . . 


It is curious how few of mankind are 
aware of the fact, so patent to the informed 
intelligence, that creation instead of being 
done once and then discontinued, is un- 
ceasingly proceeding under our daily eye. 
This interesting truth, that nature was not 
once made bya God, in six days, who 
then rested, but that it is unendingly 
making and remaking itself, is set forth 
in detail in H. M. Simmons’s book, 
‘The Unending Genesis; or, Creation 
Ever Present.” This is published by 
Chas. H. Kerr & Co., at 25 cents. In 
opening, Mr. Simmons adverts to the fact 
that the Bible story of creation ‘‘ has 
much in common with that on the old 
Assyrian tablets discovered at Nineveh, 
and probably both were derived from 
those older Babylonian legends which hav 
fnrnished much to the opening chapters 
of the Bible.” Stomaching as best they 
may this charge that their scriptures are 
borrowed, Christians will proceed through 
the chapters, ‘‘The Old Genesis Story,” 
‘The Firmament of Space,” and ‘Worlds 
Rounded and Rolling.” This last chapter, 
by the way, closes with the statement that 
the greater Genesis of the bible of science 
opens with a text far finer than that head- 

` ing the Christian one. This cosmogonic 
text up to date is: ‘‘ Without beginning 
and without end, from everlasting to ever- 
lasting. God creates the heavens and the 
earth.” In succeeding chapters the writer 
continues to show the folly of the Bible 
and pulpit version of: creation, present- 
ing the scientific account of that highly 
useful process. He eutitles these pleasant 
chapters, ‘‘ Worlds Warmed,” ‘‘Let There 
Be Light,” ‘‘Compounds and Crystals,” 
**Sea and Land,” ‘‘ The Air Firmament,” 
“ Plant Creation,” ‘‘Animal Creation,” 
“The Mental Dominion,” and ‘‘Moral 
and Spiritual Creations.” The outcome 
is a very pretty little portrayal of how 
our space-wandering ball and its animate 
passengers came to set out on their event- 
ful excursion. The author seems through- 
out the booklet to be keeping company 
more or less with one of those individ- 
uals not nowadays always admitted 
to the best society, namely, Gods; but 
this fellow consorted with by Mr. Sim- 
mons looksa mild sort of individual, and, 
we think, won’t bite. 
` Stuart Robson, the eminent actor known 
all over the country, keeps a scrapbook in 
which he pastes all collectible newspaper 
clippings relating clerical crimes. His 
motiv, he boldly proclaims at all placesand 
times, is, when his profession is accused 
by the parsons of immorality, td show that 
those persons are equally guilty of it. This 
is a most praisable scheme. If each pro- 
- fession or craft in the land would follow 
suit, but a very short time would pass be- 
fore the shamefully arrogant claims of the 
clergy to a superior morality would be 
definitivly exploded. These humbugs who 
are guilty not only of as much roguery as 
others but of vastly more, and who, despite 
- this, with an effrontery almost beyond be- 
lief, take upon themselvs to reprimand 
everybody else, would be exposed and con- 
dignly disgraced. And their pernicious 
churchly institution, which we with the 
utmost possible clearness see breeds wrong- 
doing beyond any other thing, would be 
unceremoniously overtoppled into its fit- 
ting pit of ignominy. Jnthis undertaking, 
not pleasant in every phase but command- 
ingly necessary, the class of Freethinkers 
_ hav done some work. The well-known 
: volume, ‘‘ Crimes of Preachers,” has been 
circulated by them for some years, to the 
discomfiture of no few of the detestable 
interferers and impostors. A new edition 
7 of:this work. is just out. It has been en- 
- Jarged by the recordsof ministerial villanies 
` perpetrated since its third edition. ‘The 
-culprit’s name, residence, denomination, 
and crime are given. Dreadful reading is 


view of the present generation in a manner and 
to an extent that has never before been possible; 
and inasmuch as the change which has taken 
place has taken place in the direction of natnral- 
ism, and this to the extent of rendering the 
mechanical interpretation of nature universal, it 
is no wonder if the religious mind has suddenly 
awakened to a new, and a terrible force in the 
words of its traditional enemy—Where is now 
thy God?” : 
ustrated Price, cloth, $2. $ 
Address, THÈ TRUTH SEEKER. 


All nature has thus been transformed before the | 


GOLD. SILVER. 


HINES AND STOCKS. 


CHAS F. BLACKBURN 
Mining Geologist, Seattle, Wash. 


ert examina- 


Special attenti i to the ex 
pecial attention given e ork examina 


tion of mineral properties in the 
and British Columbia. 


MINES BOUGHT AND SOLD. 


Precious Metal Mines a Specialty. Can 
: furnish any kind of mineral property Platinmun, 
i Gold, Silver, Quicksılver, Nickel, Copper, Lead, 
Antimony, Iron, Manganese, and Coal. Also Slate. 

, Granite, Limestone, and Sandstone quarries. 


; RICH GOLD AND SILVER MINES FOR SALE. 


Rare bargains in gold quartz, gold placers, and 
gold-silver galena mines in Koatenay and Cari- 
boo districts, British Columbia. Only a few 

| hundred dollars will buy valuabie mining inter- 
ests, a bonanza for a few thotsand. Correspond- 
ence solicited; sampling, assays and mill tests; 
all work strictly scientific; investments carefully 
placed; bargains guaranteed; twenty years’ 
mining and geological experience. 


MILLIONS IN THE MOUNTAINS ! 
METAL. MINERAL. 


8mo14 


Books by Helen H. Gardene 


New. Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 


Men, Women and Gods. 


Introduction by 


ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 


Price, cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 
Thre Trade Supplied at Special Discounts. 


i$ THIS YOUR SON, MY LORD? 


4 Fascinating Story of Radical Truths or 
Religion and Social Matters. 
Price. cloth. $1: paver. 50 cents. 


PRAY YOU, SIR, WHOSE 
DAUGHTER? 


A NEW NOVEL. 


Price, cloth, $1. | Paper, 50 cents. 
Address TH TRUTH SEEKER, ® 


R T.afavatte nlara New Vork 


GOVERNMENT ANALYZED, 


By COL. JOHN R KBLSO. 


Contents: Derivations 
Political Terms; Various Forms of Government; 
General Principles of Government; Functions 
of Government; Origin of Government; Declara- 
tion of Independence; Articles of Confederation; 
Detects of the Confederation; Formation of the 
Constitution of the United States; Taxation; 
Tariff tor Protection; War; Punishment; Mar- 
riage; Religion; Prohibition; Money; What a 
Government Should Be. 

Those who know Col. Kelso’s keen analytical 
Power, as shown in his “Bible Analyzed” and 
~“ Deity Analyzed,” will realize that in “ Govern- 
ment Analyzed” they will hav the bedrock of 
human authority exposed, and will learn what 
government is. Whether they will agree with 
his statement of what government is dep.nds 
upon whether they lean to Socialistic or Anarch- 
istic philosophy. But at all events everyone can 
learn something from this book. 

Price, $150. Sold by THE TRUTH SEEKER, 

28 Lafayette place. New York City. 


CHEAP EDITION. 


Travels in Faith. 


By CAPT. ROBERT 0. ADAMS. 


Being the story of his mental journey from 
orthodoxy to Rationalism. È 


_ Price, paper, 25 cents; cloth, 75 ‘cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


and Definitions of 


Gems of Phought. 


Tux end of all our moral attainments is 
tranquillity of mind.—Democritus. 


Tam most useful conviction that can be 
imprinted on the mind of rational beings 
is that every crime is a certain cause of 
suffering to him who comwits it.—Hpic- 
UTUS. 


Government isan expedient by which 
men would fain succeed in letting each 
other alone; and when it is most expedi- 
ent, the governed are most let alone by it. 
— Thoreau. 


JUSTICE Consists in doing no injury to 
men: civility in giving them no offense. 
We sbanld be as careful of our words as 
our actions: as far from speaking as from 
acting il].— Cicero. ; 


Tus Voltairean spirit is a solicitation to 
the world of readers to think with their 
own minds, to believe only what is in har- 
mony with the known nature of things, 
and, having done this themselva, to con- 
cede the same right to al] men without 
reserve.—Parto. 


In the history of our modern nations I 
see little but confusion; a crowd of trifling 
events, without connection and withont 
result; a thousand battles which decided 
nothing, and from which I only learn 
what weapons men used to destroy one 
another with. I hav renounced a study 
equally tedious and immense, which over- 
whelms the mind without enlightening it. 
— Voltaire. 


THERE are to be found in no direction 
clear scientific facts which compel us to 
believe in the existence of innate ideas, 
conceptions, views, knowledge, or thoughts, 
implanted in our minds from without by a 
higher power. Nature knows neither 
views nor objects, neither psychical nor 
material conditions, imposed upon her 
from without or from above. From the 
beginning to the end she has evolved 
organically out of herself, and keeps 
evolving without ceasing.— Buchner. 


Let us be honest. Did all the priests of 
Rome increase the mental wealth of man 
ax much as Bruno? Did all the priests of 
France do as great a work for the civili- 
zation of the world as Voltaire or Dià- 
erot? Did all the ministers of Scotland 
add as much to the sum of human knowl- 
edge as David Hume? Hav all the 
clergymen, monks, fri:rs, ministers, 
priests, bishops, cardinals, and popes, 
from the day of Pentecost to the last 
election, done as much for human liberty 
as Thomas Paine?—Jngersoll. 


I prsrrep to read the history of France, 
Germany, Spain, Italy, and found a mere 
chaos; a heap of useless facts, for the 
most part false and ill digested; barbarous 
actions under barbarous names; insipid 
romances; no knowledge of manners, 
governments, laws, opinions—not very 
extraordinary in a time when there were 
no opinions except monks’ legends, and 
no laws except those of brigandage The 
Middle Ages! Nothing rema‘ns of those 
miserable times but convents founded by 
the superstitious, who thought to ransom 
their crimes by endowing idleness, I can 
not endure in Daniel those continual tales 
of battles, while I look for light upon the 
states- general, parliaments, municipal 
laws, chivalry, all our usages, and above 
all, the progress of communities once 
savage and to-day civilized. I seek in 
Daniel the history of the great Henry the 
Fourth, and I find in it that of the Jesuit 
Coton.—Mme. du Chatelet. 


In the realm of morals, serviceable as 
the idea of fire-brands thrown by the right 
hand of an avenging God [#. e., comets] 
to scare a naughty world might seem, any 
competent historian must find that the 
destruction of the old theological comet- 
ary theory was followed by moral im- 
provement rather than by deterioration. 
We hav hut to compare the general moral 
tone of society to-day, wretchedly imper- 
fect as it is, with that existing in the time 
when this superstition had its strongest 
hold, to make ourselvs sure of this. We 
hav only to compare the court of Henry 
VIII. with the court of Victoria, the 
reign of the late Valois and earlier Bour- 
bon princes with the present French Re- 
public, the period of the Medici and 
Sforzas and Borgias with the period of 
Leo XIII. and Humbert, the monstrous 
wickedness of the Thirty Years’ War with 
the ennobling patriotism of the Franco- 
Prussian- struggle, and the despotism of 
the miserable German princelings of the 
sixteenth and seventeenth centuries with 
the reign of the Emperor William. In 
this emancipation from terror and fanati- 
cism, as in so many other results of 
scientific thinking, we hav a proof of the 
inspiration of those great words, ‘° Tam 
TRUTH SHALL MAKE YOU PREB ”— Etx- 
President White of Cornell University. 
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ROBERT G. 
INGERSOLL’S 
WORKS. 


—o——- 


Only Authorized Bditions. 


GODS AND OTHER LECTURES. . 
i Comprising The Gods, Humboldt, Thomas Paine, Individuality, Heretics and Heresies. 
Paper, 5y cents; cloth, $1. 


GHOSTS AND OTHER LECTURES. 
: "Including The Ghosts, Liberty of Man, Woman, and Child; The Declaration of Independ- 
gnoe, Facing geming an Dlinois, Speech Nominating Jamon, A Plaine for Presidency in 1876, 
e Grant Banquet, tribute to Rev. Alex. Clarke, The i ' i 
and A Tribute to Ebon C. Ingersoll. Paper, 50cents; cloth, sh isos Betoro Me Like a Dream, 


SOME MISTAKES OF MOSES. 
Contents: Bome Mistakes of Moses, Free Schools, The Politicians 
Pentateuch, Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, He Made whe Bee ap ond Woman, The 
day, Let us Make Man, Sunday, The Necessity for a Good Memory, The Garden, he Fal. 
Dampness, Bacchus and Babel, Fait 
ang E void, Inspired Slavery, Marriage, War, Religious Liberty, Conclusion. Paper, 50 cents; 


INTERVIEWS, ON TALMAGE. : : 
eing Six Interviews with the Famous Orator on Six Sermons by the Rev. T. DeWitt Tal- 
mage, of Brooklyn, to which is added a Talmagian Catechism. Paper, 50 cents} Both $1.25; 
cloth, gilt, $1.50. 
BLASPHEMY. 
Argnment by R. Œ. Ingersoll in the Trial of C. B. Reynolds, at Morristown, N. J. This i 
the greatest argument ever made in a case of this kind, and will be a model for the bar so long 
as the Christians use force to repress free speech, Its legal acumen is unsurpassed, its elo- 
quence never equaledin a trial for “blasphemy.” Wherever Christian persecution is going 
on this argument should be freely circulated, read to the Christians, and. expounded on every 
occasion. aper, 25 cents; cloth, 50 cents. on 


WHAT MUST WE DO TO, BE SAVED? . 
Analyzes the so-called gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, and deyot h 
each to the Catholics, E sepepalane, Methodists, Presbyterians ‘Evan ekoa] Aliance. chapte 
swers the question of the Christians as to what he proposes instead of Christianity—the relig- 
_ionof sword and flame. Paper, 25 cents. 
THE GREAT INGERSOLL CONTROVERSY. 


The famous Christmas Sermon by Colonel Ingersoll, the heated replies of the ministers, 


and Colonel Ingersoll’s rejoinders to the same. Paper, 25 cents. 


THOMAS PAINE’S VINDICATION. 
A Reply to the New York Observer's Attack upon the Author-hero of the Revolution, 
R. G. Ingersoll. Paper, 15 cents. 
LIMITATIONS OF TOLERATION, : 


A Discussion between R. G. Ingersoll, Hon. Frederick R. Coudert - 
Stewart L. Woodford. Paper, 10 td ice A Rane PE ororo: 


ORTHODOXY., CIVIL RIGHTS SPEECH. 
A Lecture. Paper, 10 cents. Wita Speech of Hon. Frederick Douglass. Paper, 10 cents. 
a e e ier on oo a 
n the o . 4 . Co. vs. W. U. », 1886. Ae | ts. 
CRIMES AGAINST CRIMINALS. pia icons 
Delivered Before the New York State Bar Association. Paper, 10 cents. 


LIFE. A Prose-Poem. In color, on board, gilt edges, 9x13 (for mantel, wall, or easel), 50 cents. 


LITHOGRAPH OF R. G. INGERSOLL. A LAY SERMON. 
22x 28 inches, heavy plate paper, 50 cents. On the Labor Question. Paper, 5 cents. 


PHOTOGRAPH (CABINET) OF R. G. INGERSOLL, 50 cents. 
“ ae * COLONEL INGERSOLL, WITH BABY BROWN. 


(A home picture.) 50 Jents. ; s 
PHOTOGRAPH (PANEL), 18 x 24 inches, $5. (IMPERIAL), 7} x 13 inches, $1.50. 
STAGE AND THE PULPIT. 


An Interview on their Comparative Merits, and Opinions on the Trial of the Chicago 
Anarchists, the Catholic Church, etc. - Paper, 8 cents. 


DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE. INGERSOLL ON McGLYNN. 


Centennial Oration. Paper, 6 cents. Paper, 8 cents. 


INGERSOLL CATECHISED. Paper, 3 cents. BIBLE IDOLATRY. Paper, 3 cents. 
THE TRUTH OF HISTORY. ‘ 


Comments on the assertion by an evangelist that Colonel Ingersoll had become a Christian, 
had admitted. that Thomas Paine recanted, and that his own children had joined the church. 
aper, 8 cents. 


. INGERSOLL’S ADDRESS BEFORE THE NEW YORK UNITARIAN CLUB. 
The lecture is a grand one, and was received by the club with continuous applause from 
beginning to end, which speaks weil for the Unitarians. The pamphlet contains 12 pages, 
beautifully printed. Price, 6 cents; ten copies, 50 cents. 


MEMORIAL ORATION ON ROSCOE CONKLING. : 
Delivered before the New York legislature May 9, 1888. Price, 75 cents. 


GOD IN THE CONSTITUTION. cou 
One of the best papers Colonel Ingersoll ever wrote. In paper cover with likeness of 
author. Price, 10 cents. Twelve copies for $1. 


INGERSOLL’S GREAT ADDRESS ON THOMAS PAINE, 


At the Paine celebration in New York city in 1892. Price, 6 cents; ten copies for 50 cents. 


INGERSOLL?S LECTURES IN ONE VOLUME. 
CONTENTS.—The Gods; Humboldt; Individuality: Thomas Paine; Heretics and Here- 
sies; The Ghosts; The Liberty of Man, Woman, and Ch d; The Centennial Oration, or Decla- 
ration of Independence, July 4, 1876 ; What I Kuow About Farming in Hliuois; Speech at Ciu- 
cinnati in 1876, nominating James G. Blaine for the Presidency; The Past Rises Before Me, 
or, Vision of War, an extract from a Speech made at the Soldiers‘ and Sailors’ Reunion 
at Indianapolis, Ind., Sept. 21, 1876; A Tribute to Ebon C. Ingersoll; The Grant Benquet; 
Crimes Against Criminals; Tribute to the Rev. Alexander Clarke; Some Mistakes of Moses; 
What Must We Do to be Saved? Six Interviews with Robert G. Ingersoll on Six Sermons by 
the Rev. T. De Witt Talmage, D.D.; to which is added a Talmagian Catechism, and Fonr 
Prefaces, which contain some of Mr. In ersoll’s wittiest and brightest sayings. 
This volume has tho greatest popnlarity, is beautifully bound in half calf or half morocco, 
mottled edges, 1,857 pages, good paper, large type, post 8vo. Price, postpaid, $5. 


LIBERTY IN LITERATURE. : - ; 
Testimonial to Walt Whitman: ra pet ie pid trreathe on the rows bed the Heing. sf a Ad- 
i i i ia, . 2t, p W ortrait o itman. i so 
oes SEE ING ESOL IS ADDRESS ATT E FUNERAL OF WALT WHITE- 
MAN, at Harleigh, Camden, N. J., March 80, 1892. Paper, 25 cents; cloth, 50 cents. 


PROSE-POEMS AND SELECTIONS. > E 
Fifth edition, enlarged and revised. A handsome quarto, containing 833 pages. This is 
beyond question, the cheapest and most elegant volume in Liberal literature, Its mechanical 
finish is worthy of its intrinsic excellence. No expense has been spared to make it the thing of 
beauty it is. The typo is large and clear, the paper heavy, highly calendered, and richly tinted, 
the presswork faultless, and the biuding as perfect as the best materials and skill can make it. 
: ‘As to the contents, it is enough to say that they include all of the choicest utterances of 

the groatest writer on the topics treated that has ever lived. ; , 

Those who have not the good fortune to own all of Mr. Ingersoll’s published works, will 

have in this book of selections many bright samples of his lofty thought, his matchless elo- 

uence, lis wonderful imagery, and his epigrammatic and poetic power. The collection in- 
eludes all of the ‘''Tribates ” that have become famous in literatnre—notably those to his brother 
E. C. Ingersoll, Lincoln, Grant, Beecher, Conkling, Courtlandt M. Palmer, Mary Fiske, Elizur 
Wright: his peerless monographs on ‘The Vision of War,” Love, Liberty, Art and Morality, 
Science, Nature, ‘l'he Imagination, Decoration Day Oration, What is Poetry, Music of Wagner, 
Origin and Destiny, ‘‘ Leaves of Grass,” and on the great heroes of inteliectual Liberty. Be- 
sides these are innumerable gems taken here and there from tlre orations, speeches, arg uments, 
toasts, lectures, letters, interviews, aud day by day conversations cf the author. 

The book is designed for, and will be accepted by, admiring friends as a rare personal 
souvenir. To help it serve this purpose, a fine steel portrait, with autograph fac-simile, has 
been prepared especially se it. Ta the more elegant styles of binding it is eminently suited 
for presentation purposes, for any season or occasion, , y , 

p Prices. In cloth beveled boards, gilt edges, $2.50; in half morocco, gilt edges, $5; in half 
- calf, mottled ‘edges, library Style, $4.50; in fu Turkey morocco, gilt, exquisitely tine, $7.50; 
in full tree calf, highest possible finish, $9, 


Any of the above sent to any address, by express, prepaid, or mail, 
on receipt of price. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Pl., 
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faith in Filth, The Hebrews, The Plagues, The Flight, Confess - 


INFIDEL] = * 
DEATH- S.W. aih: 
EDS. a 


o—— 


Being trne accounts of the passing away of the 
following persons, thus refuting the many Chris- 
tian slanders upon them and others: | 

Lord Amberley, John Baskerville, Pierre Bayle, 
Jeremy Bentham, Paul Bert, Lord Bolingbroke, 
Francois Broussais, Giordano Bruno, Henry 
Thomas Buckle, Lord Byron, Richard Carlisle, 
William Kingdon Clifford, Anacharsis Clootz, An- 
thony Collins, Auguste Comte, Condorcet, Robert 
Cooper, D’Alembert, Danton, Charles Darwin, 
Erasmus Darwin, Delambre, Denis Diderot, 
Etienne Dolet, George Eliot, Frederick the Great, 
Gambetta, Garibal Isaac Gendre, Gibbon, 
Godwin, Goethe, Grote, Helvetius, Henry Heth- 
erington, Hobbes, Austin Holyoake, Victor Hugo, 
Hume, Littre, Harriet Martineau, Jean Meslier. 
James Mill,Joan Stuart Mill, Mirabeau, Rober 
Owen, Thomas Paine, Courtlandt Palmer, Rabe- 
lais, Winwood Reade, Madame Rolard, George 
Sand, Schiller, Shelley, Spinoza, Strauss, John 
Toland, Vanini, Volney, Voltaire, James Watson, 
John Watts, Thomas Woolst: 


a on. 
Price, 25 cents. 


Address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


A SHORT 


HISTORY OF THE BIBLE. 


BEING 
A Popular Account of the Formatlon and Development 
of the Canon, 


By BRONSON D. KEELER. 


ContEents: The Hebrew Canon. The New Tes- 
tament. The Early Controversies. The Books at 
First Not Considered Inspired. Were the Fathers 
‘Competent? .The Fathers Quoted as Scripture 
Books Which are Now Called Apocryphal. The 
Heretics. The Christian Canon. 

Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


SCIENCE VS, RELIGION, 


OR, THE 
Conflict between Reason and Superstition. 
By T., C. WIDDICOMBE, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


Price, 10 cents. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


IRON-CLAD AND MANNA SERIES. 


IRON-CLAD SERIES. 
1 Atonement. Charles Bradlaugh............. 


5 
. 2 Secular Responsibility. G.J. Holyoake..... 5 


4 Influence of Christianity on Civilizatio. . 
Underwood... ......2sssecessesterenseeesvees 25 
7 Buddhist Nihilism. Prof. Max Mueller..... 10 
8 Religioa of inhumanity. F. Harrison...... 15 
59 Relation of Witchcraft to Religion. Lyall.. 10 
10 Epidemic Delusions. M: y 
11 Philosophy of Spiritualism, Marvin.. 
12 ‘Tyndail’s Belfast Inaugural, and Port 
13 Essays on Miracles. David Se 
14 Land Qnestion. Charles Bradlaugh ........ 
15 Were Adam and Eye Our sirst Parents? 
Charles Bradlaugh..,............eneeeenees 
16 Why Do Men Starve? Charles Bradlaugh.. 5 
18 A Plea for Atheism. Charles Bradlaugh... 10 
19 Large or Small Families? A, Holyoake..... 
20 Bnperstitio ı Displayed, with a Letter of 
illiam Pitt. Austin Holyoake, y RR 
. Watts... 


21 Defense of Secular Principles. 
22 Is the Bible Reliable? Charles Watts. 
23 The Christian Deity. Charles Watts.. 
24 Moral Value of th.. Bible. Charles Wa: 


Austin Holyoake... .s.ssssrerssrereserperi 
80 Philosophy of Secularism. Charles Watts.. 
38 Is There a God? Charles Bradlanvh........ 
89 Labor’s Prayer. Charles Bradlaugh.. ...... 
40 Poverty: Its Cause and Cure. M.G. H 
42 Science and Bible Antagonistic. 
43 Christiaa Schema of Redemption. C. Watts 
44 Logic of Death: or, Why Should the Atheist 

Fear to Die? By G. J. Holyoake.......... 1 
47 Poverty: Its Effects on the Political Condi- 

tion of the People. Charles Bradlaugh.. 


MANNA SERIES. 


1 Original Manna for “ God’s Chosen.”. ...... 
8 New uife of David. Charles Bradlaugh.... 
5 20. Questions Withont AnswcT8........-..00+ 
6 Vialogue_besween a Christian Missi 

aad a Chinese Mandarin ...........; oss 
7 Qneries Submitted to the Bench of Bishops 

by a Weak but Zealous Christian.... _.. 10 
8 Search After Heaven and Hell. A. Holy.- 


oake oon sees see sccs esse secenses sense esere 5 

9 New Life of Jonah. Chas. Bradlaugh....... 5 
1u A Few Word» about the Devil................ 5 
11 New Life of Jacob........... Saaste esssseeses. D 
12 Daniel, the Dreamer. Austin Holyoake..... 10 


13 Specimen of the Bible: Esther. Holyoake. 10 
14 Acts of the Aposties: A Farce. A. H .. 10 


15 Lu‘licrous Aspects of Christianity. A. H... 10 
16 Twelve Apostles. Charles Bradlaugh. 5 
17 Who Was Jesns Christ? C. Bradlaugh 5 
18 What Did Jesus Teach? ©. Bradlaugh...... 5 
19 New Life of Abraham. Charles Bradlaugh. 5 
20 New Life of Moses. Charles Bradlaugh .... 5 
21 A Secular Prayer. Holyoake. Per doz..... 10 


On orders for Iron-Clad and Manna we will send 
$1.10 worth for $1; $2.50 woith for $2; $5 worth 
for 33, and $10 worth for $5. 


THE SABBATH. 


By M. FARRINGTON. 

A Thorough Examination and Ref- 
utation of the Claims of the 

Sabbatarians. © 

Prica =- =- - - = 


20 cents, 


| first class jewelry stores. 


THE CASE AGAINST THE CHURCH. 
A SUMMARY. OF : 

ARGUMENTS AGAINST CHRISTIANITY. 
Prise. alath. KN cents. 


The Colonel Ingersoll Souvenir. 


THE MOST ARTISTIC SPOON MADE. 
STERLING SILVER, MASSIVE, BEAUTIFUL 


Given Away. 


In order to introduce this most artistic of all 
Souvenirs, Ishall present to all patrons who favor 
me with an order for goods, to the amount of 
$20, one of the above spoons, my price $2.50, but 
guaranteed a finer spoon than sold elsewhere for 
$3 And for every additional $20, an additional 
spoon. Or with an order for $10 worth of goods 


I will snpply the spoon for $1. : 
THE INGERSOLL SOUVENIR 


Is made in the following variety: 


Tea Spoons, Oxidized. } each $2.50 
10 ounces per doz., 
s 5 Oxidized, 3.00 


fi ounces per doz, 


Oxidized, ; 
= s gilt bowl, 2.00 
10 onnces per doz., 
Oxidized, 
ss ss sectional gilt, = 850 
10 ounces per doz., 
Orange ‘“ Oxidized, plain bowi, “275 
b. be ilt “sr +6 3.25 
“ “ d “ “ 
Sugar u syin g w a0 
The 


250 Tea is also supplie 1 etched in bowl, 
“The Time To Be Happy I- Now,” or other mot- 
toes, or names. tor fifty cents extra. Parties en- 
titled to spoons may, upon paying difference ii 
price, select any other spoon from above list. 

My stock embraces everything usnally kept in 
Diamonds gnaranteed 
20 per cent below regular market price. Watches 
of every description, Chains Rings, Necklaces, 
Jewelry, Silver and Plated Ware, ptical Goods, 
Bauges, Gold Pins, Etc. And $1,000 will be paid 
for proof that I hav advanced my prices above 
lowest prices published in any of my latest price- 
lists, on account of the above liberal offer. 

(If Freethought Badges are preferred the $2.50 
may be so applied.) 


OTTO WETTSTEIN, 
(Established 1857) Rochelle, TI., 


Designer, of The, Perfected ‘Otto Wettstein” 
Watch; the Beautiful Ingersoll Spoon; the Popu- 
lar Freethought Badge. i 

Send for pricelists, cards in colors and gold of 
badge, tracts, etc., free. 


PATENTS 


Thirty-five years’ experience X 
ports free, Prompt attention. Send Drawing and de 
seription to L. RAGGRR & CO.. Atty’s, Washington, Dx 


OBTAINED. 
Ee 


Terms Easy. 
Examinations and Re- 


Do YouR Own 
PRINTING. 


SP \Card Press $3. Size for Cir- 
culars or small newspaper 
Saves you money anq 

ey printing f 
Paf printed. in- 
Send stamp for 
resses, type, 

e factory. 


J ing 
ais PTICON all ices. Views illustrat! 
an ST EREOPEUBLIC' EXHIBITIONS, eio: 
OTF 4 profitable businees for aman with a small capital. „0 
Lanterns for Home Amusements. 236 page Catalogue free. 


MCALLISTER, fe- Optician, 49 Nassau St.,N.Y. 


l! x > 
| NES N oe’ 
For Men Only, 
Is a physician of a wide and extensive practice, 
and his remedies are, of the best. The Doctor 
treats all those pecniiar diseases of young and 
middle-aged men, as tbe result of youthfnl errors 
and excesses, causing Early Decay, Loss of Man- 
hood, Wasting Discharges, Varicocele, Mental 
pnd „Physica Debility, Idiocy, Insanity, and 
esth. 

To those afflicted and who are desirous of being 
cured a booklet of some 33 pages will be sent te 
their address for ten cents, sealed in a plain 
envelope, giving causes and Symptoms of the 
Complaint and a description of the Doctor's im- 

ortant medical discovery -an Outward Applica- 
goni positive ouret e only remedy of the 

ind in existence—with evidences of success. 
dress, DR. R. P. FELLOWS. 
Vineland, N. J. 
you saw this advertisement in THE 
EEKER. 7 > 
Dr. Fellows is an Infidel 


IST, 


And sa 
TRUTH 


Lo sygucate the 
STOMACH, LIVER 
ano BOWELS, raxt 
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the God of Israel: 
“DRINK YE and BE DRUNKEN 
and shew and fall) ete, ete, 
| — Thus saith the Lord of hosts: 
l-a YE SHALL CERTAINLY DRINK ?” (E 
Csee Jere, XXV. 27,23, ) l 
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A FINE ADVERTISEMENT FOR A GROGSHOP-KEEPER. 


HAND-BOOK 


F 


MEDICAL. 


Tf yon need a medicine pay attention to some- 
thing which will cure you. It is knownas 


The Water of Life, 


and is adapted to curing, more especially, all 
forms of Stomach, Liver, ‘Kidney, and Bladder 
troubles. By injecting this water it will heal all 
sorts of inflammations of the internal organs, such 
cases as Piles, Typhoid aud other fevers, Bowel 
diseases, Uterin» and other forms of Female 
Complaints. It is a Bloog eek et and is au ex- 
celleut remedy for Catarrh and Lung and Throat 
inflammations. It will heal the nerves, restorin 
lost vigor of mind and body, creating a goo 
appetite and producing sound sleep. It acts 
steadily upon the urine, cleansing the blood by 
means of the Kidneys, end acts mildly upon the 
bowels, thereby producing bodily habits which 
are so essential to good health. This 


Water of Life 


FREETHOUGHT. 


By W. S. BELL. 


—_—— 


Containing in condensed and systematized form a 
vast amount of evidence against the superstitious doc- 
à trines of Christianity. Asa book of reference and aid 
to all truth seekers it is invaluable. Its classification 

pee Net of subjects makes it a hand-book. As Ingersoll said of 
n,” it enables somebody in every village to “corner the parson.” Its wide 


bs Do 
of Reaso 


™ %. 
Paine’s “ Age 


variet: j i he disputed points between Christianity and Freethought. Price. | is sold absolutely pure, as it is pumped from 
pn of subjects include all the disputed po Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. the spring, without the addition of Any drug 
%5. whatever. Itis Nature's Remedy, pure and sim- 


ple, and nota manufactured article. The uccess 
‘thas achieved has come mostly from its friends 
who hav been cured by usiug it. Send for a 
pamphlet free, containing photo-engraved let- 
ters and reeommendations from those who have 
used it, giving a forty-page history aud all par- 
ticulars about this remarkable water, to 


J. R. PERRY, Manager, 
34 South Main Street, Wilkesbarre, Pa. 


Col, A. G Ingersall’s 


ARGUMENT 


Reynolds Blasphemy Trial, 


At Morristown, N. J, 


‘This is the greatest argument ever made in a case 
of this kind, and will be a model for the Bar so 
long as the Christians use force to repress free 
speech. Its legal acumen is unsurpassed, ity elo- 
quence never equaled. Wherever Christian per- 
gecution is going on this argument should be 
freely circulated, read to the Guristiana, and ex- 
-Pounded on every ocvasion. 


In paper, 25 cents; in cloth, 50 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette place, New York. 


—~depasganpe-— 
CHRIST = = = 
—eace-— CRUCIFIED? 


By AUSTIN BIERBOWER. 


“A Digest of Science.” 


THE DYNAMIC THEORY OF LIFE AND MIND: 


An attempt to show that all Organic Beings are both Con- 
‘etnicted and Operated by the Dynamic Agencies 
of their respective Environments, 


emi2 


By JAMES B. ALEXANDER. 


Over 400 illustrations 87 chapters, 1.067 pages, and a 3-column index of 11 pages. 
i Price, express prepald by us, only $2.75. 


i field covered by thousands of books, such as those of the 
ba Hub is york ende avoga bo embra ee a a ea onnl Scientific Series,” etc., by bringing fogether, in 
simple and direct form, with proper correspondence between them, all of the known factors con- 
tributing toward the origin and evolution of organic beings. 


Do you wish to be well tnformedt THEN READ A CHAPTER OR VERSE DAILY FROM THIS BIBLE OF 
SCIENCE! f ; 
It is entertaining as well as enlightening, and will lead you to “worth-ship” (worship) nature 


—t. e siate the worth of the Universal Mother. 
epee, e You must own this book some day: why not NOW? 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 2 Lafayette Place, New York. 


WAS ABRAHAM LINCOLN 
A SPIRITUALIST? 


-0R- 


A judicial consideration of the question, and the 
decision against the scriptures and the Christian 
tradition. Price, 10 cents. Address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


. WIZARDS MAGIC PURSE, 


The most bewildering illusion dis- 
covered In this century! A very strong 
purse of the tinest oressed kid strongiy 
sewed and beautifully embroidered. 
(Regulargoods 01 equal quality sel] for 
50c. to76c.) Comprises 3 pockets, which 
we GUARANTEE noone can open in 3 
hours without knowing the secret. It 
has baffled all experts in puzziccdom. 
r A great novelty, n wonderful mystery 

GY anda usetul article, all in one. Your 
(a money &nd secrets are safe inside this 
ursel Satisfacton Guaranteed, 

Sample with secretin senied envelope post paid with Cataloguo 
of 1000 useful articles, 25e; 3 for 60e; 6 for 81.00, 1.80 Doz. 
E. H. INGERSOLL & BRO, 65 Cortlandt st., N, X. 


Curious Revelations From the 


Life of a Trance Medium. 
By MRS, NETTIE COLBURN MAYNARD, 


Together with Portraits, Letters, and Poems. Illus- 
trated with Engravings, and Frontispiece of Lincols 
from Carpenter’s Portrait from life. Oloth, $1.50; 
paper, 75 cents. 


TUE TRUTH SEEKER CO.. 28 Lafayette place, N. Y. 


Jf ews of the (Deck. 


Two of the jerry-built hotels thrown. up. 
at Chicago for Fair visitors, collapsed in a 
slight storm on the 7th. 


Puysrorans and quarantine officers from 
twenty-eight states and Canada met at 
New York and conferred on excluding 
cholera, 


Tus Law and Order League of Pitts- 
burgh, Pa., has had the manager of the 
Press fined $25 each for three violations 
of the Sunday law in the publishing of his 
paper. Attorney Yost of the Law and 
Order League says publishers of Monday 
morning papers will be prosecuted next, 
and those who work on papers must submit 
to work five day: a week, unless they pre- 
pare Monday papers after 12 Sunday night. 


A protest has been made against the 
Senate’s considering the Russian extradi- 
tion treaty with closed doors. ; It is signed’ 
by such eminent citizens as Richard Wat- 
son Gilde- William Lloyd Garrison, 
Thomas Edison, Charles Scribner, F. B. 
Thurber, and William D. Howells. The 
protest says: ‘‘For the United States, — 
every feature of whose criminal law is 
drawn to secure the rights of the intivid- 
nal, to make a treaty with a foreign autoc- 
racy which, in political trials, employs a 
system in which neither habeas corpus, 
trial by jury, nor the rights of a prisoner 
to employ his own counsel is known, 
would be to turn its courts into the instru- 
ments of a foreign tyranny.” 


Where Will You Sleep? 


Questions relating to sleeping accommo- 
dations in Chicago while visiting the great 
“Fair” must be of interest to many of | 
our readers, for it is not everyone who 
will be so fortunate as to hav friends or 
relativs there who will offer entertainment 
at their homes. There hav undoubtedly 
been great preparations made to take 
care of the large number of people who 
will visit the ‘‘ World’s Fair,” and it is 
probable that in nothing else has there 
been so much in the way of scheming and 
swindling going on as in this particular, 
There are all sorts of ‘‘dodges.” For in- 
stance: Some invite youto ‘‘subscribe 
for stock in hotel companies and share in 
the profits arising therefrom—by filling 
outa blank and pinning a $1 bill to it!” 
Some invite you to ‘‘purchase a share in 
an ‘association’ for $10 and pay a mem- 
bership fee of $2.” Others beg you to 
‘‘allow them to pay all of your expenses, 
from the time yéu leave your home until 
you return to it!” Others require “a 
substantial ‘deposit’ to be made, as a 
guarantee of good faith!” Many expati- 
ate at length upon the merits of their 
buildings, but ingeniously svoid stating 
that such buildings are from ten to twenty 
miles removed from the grand entrance 
to the Fair! An immense structure of the 
+ elegant ” kind is known to be located on 
the very edge of a cemetery, which is also 
‘*kept dark.” Some hav represented that 
they would erect fonr- or five-story brick 
buildings, when they hav, in fact, built two- 
story, ramshackle frame fire-traps. in which 
their victims will be huddled together like 
peas in a pod! Those who hay advanced 
money for ‘‘shares of stock,” ‘‘ member- 
ship Yees,” or ‘‘ deposits,” will find that 
many ‘‘companies” to whom they ad- 
vanced such monies were depending en- 
tirely upon those advances for the money 
with which to constrnet their houses, and 
that, in many cases, sufficient funda were 
not realized for the intended purpose. In 
these cases, the innocent ‘investor ” 
will he confronted with unfinished apart- 
ments, and he will thna find bis money 
“tied up” in nnavailable “ aeeommoda- 
tions ” Jn other cases. the “shark ” will 
hav ‘‘skipped” without even having 
‘*broken ground” for a house! 

There are others, however, who hay 
erected substantial buildings and hav 
made conscientions preparatio's to re- 
ceive and take care of v‘sitors in an honest, 
straightforward manner. In this connec- 
tion we wish to call attention to Mr. 
Goodwin’s attractiv advertisement on the 
outside front page of this issue Our rep- 
resentatiy has known Mr. Goodwin in a 
business way for a number of years. He 
assures ns that Mr Goodwin has the 
reputation of faithfully fulfilling his 
promises, and we hav gond reason to be- 
lieve that in this new enterprise of his he 
can be implicitly relied upon: He has 
built a permanent house, which he will 
use this year for the renting of rooms and 
afterward let as apartments for families, 
There are in his honse only forty-three 
rooms—each well lighted and newly fur- 
nished—while his price, we are sure, cannot 
be complained of. Mr. Goodwin, who is 
a Liberal, broad-minded, and refined gen- 
tleman of culture, will spend the season 
there, and promises to extend special 
courtesies to any readers of Tus Trurg 
SEEKER who may be his guests. We ad- 
vise our readers to send to Mr. Goodwin 
for further partienlars Tespecting his 
house, the ‘‘Santa Maria,” 
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“Write me no more fables, lest I be a fool and 
read the riddles awry.” 


By R. B, Westbrook, D.D., LL.B. 


Contents: The Whole Truth; Sacerdotalism 
Impeached; The Fabnlous Claims of Jndaism; 
Moses and the Pentatench; Ancient Symbolism 
and Modern Literalism; Astral Keys to Bible 
Stories; The Fable of the Fall; Search for the 
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ment; The Drama of the Gospels; The Ideal 
Christ; Jesus and Other Christs; A Reverent 
Critique on Jesus; A Few Fragments; Blood 
Salvation; The Things That Remain. 

Price, cloth, $1.50. Fort sale at this office. 
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Aveling, D. Sc., Fellow of University , College, 
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cerning the life and times of Apollonius, of 
Tyana, the great sage and philosopher of the first 
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comments thereon. It is qnite evident that to 
conceal the plagiarism, the name of Apollonius 
was suppressed. 
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A NEW BOOK--AND A MOST ORIGINAL ONE! 


The Creation of God. 


By DR. JACOB HARTMANN. 


An explanation of the origin of the God Idea, and the meutal processes that led to the formation 
of idols and the worship of them. From the time of Terah’s apostasy, Abraham's reformation and 
his banishment for heresy and blasphemy against the Chaidean idols,to Christ’s coming, the princi- 
d shown to be human, by thought anddeed. It is made plain that the 


pal characters are analyzed and 


peculiar phraseology, cant sayings, subterfuges, miracles, wonder-workings, and snpernatura] pad- 
ding are the prop: r offspring of the then existing barbarism, ignorance, an 
iug the peculiar politics of t 


e day. 


CONTENTS IN’ DETAIL: 


The Universal Aspect. 


The Earth. 
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The Sun. 

Genesis—The Creation. 
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The Deluge. 

The Scriptural God—The Creation. 
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CoxtEnts: The Christian Dogma of Salvation; The Christian’s Belief; Why Was 
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To induce new subscriptions and 
prompt renewals on the part of our 
friends we make the following hand- 
some premium offers: 

For $5.00 we will send Taz TRUTH 
Srrxer one year ($3.00) and “Paine’s 
Great Works Complete ” (3.00). This 
edition of Paine’s works contains a 
picture of Paine, of the statue proposed 
to be erected in Chicago, and of his 
monument in New Rochelle. 

For $5.00 we will send Taz Trors 
Szrxer one year ($3.00) and “The 
World’s Sages, Thinkers, and Reform- 
ers” ($3.00). By D. M. Bennett. 
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“Gods and Religions of Ancient and 
Modern Times” ($5.00), by D. M. 
Bennett. In two volumes. Vol. I 
gives a full account of all the gods the 
nations of the earth have worshiped, 
including ‘Jehovah, Satan, the Holy 
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Ghost, Jesus Christ, Virgin Mary, and 
the Bible. 835 pages, 8vo. Vol. II 
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the world, including Judaism, Mo- 
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latter occupying 372 pages, being fully 


The Origin of the Storv; St. Paul’s Account; St. Panl’a Conversion; A Modern 


gone into. 949 pages. 
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Example; The Roman Governors and the Resurrection Story; The Testimony of 


Contemporaneous Writers; Miracle-Workers; Is the Resurrection Well Attested? 


obtain books which every Liberal de- 
sires to have at an exceedingly low 


Inspiration; Conclusion. 
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price. Old and new subscribers can 
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By R. B, Westbrook, A.M. 


Third Thousand. 


Price, 10 cents. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
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By A Man Too Busy to Write One. 


Cullea from the Writings of B. R. Tucker. 


This is a big book of over 500 pages, and sets 
forth the principles of Philosophical Anarchy. 
In fact, it is the Creed, by the veritable John 
Calvin, of that cult. Mr. Tucker is a mental 
plumb-line hewer, and has the least regard for 
where the chips fall of any one of the writers of 
that careless camaraderie. Anyone wanting to 
know what the thinking Anarchists think, and 
why they think that Hak will have to get one of 
these books in order to know. 


Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Hard Knocks 
at Christianity. 


By R. WHEELER. 


, This book is jnst what, its title implies—thump- 
ing whacks at superstition. It deals with the 
effect of Christianity on the world, showing 
what Christians have done to advance their relig- 
ion and impede the progress of man. It shows 
that Jesus was a false prophet, that the gospels 
are not authentic, and that Christianity is a bor- 
rowed system of religion. That the Bible is not 
in accord with Science, that the atonement 


scheme is futile and foolish, and that religion is į 


not areal benefit to man. 
Price,:20 cents, six for $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


MY RELIGIOUS EXPE- 
| RIENCE, 


Being the story of his religious life and mental 
ourneyings. Written in his happiest and most 
rilliant way, and is the best of all his splendid 
works. Price, 25cents. Address 
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SEEKER one year for $5. 
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ment Analyzed” they will hay the bedrock of 
buman authority exposed, and will learn what 
government is. Whether they will agree with 
his statement of what government is depends 
upon whether they lean to Socialistic or Anarch- 
istic philosophy. But at all events everyone can 
learn something from this hook. 
Price, $150. Sold by THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
x8 Lafayette place, New York City. | 
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SPECIAL NOTICE.—We shall be obliged to our 
readers if they will send us the name and address of 
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Weather and Witchcraft. 

We will conclude our account of the preposterous 
doctrin of the Christian church that bad weather is 
produced by human emissaries of Satan, and of the 
terrific cruelties practiced on the persons supposed 
to be those emissaries. 

The endeavor to detect the evil-working sorcerers 
and witches, when it had once been started by the 
papal bulls, spread over Europe and rapidly grew 
in fury.. The Dominicans plied the task with 
fervor, and when they fell from the fore rank the 
Jesuits took up the work and prosecuted it with 
equal zeal. A very few keen-minded persons, scat- 
tered here.and there, pierced through the mist of 
the prevailing superstition; Agobard, archbishop 
of Lyons, for instance, declared, “ The wretched 
world now lies under the tyranny of foolishness ; 
things are believed by Christians of such absurdity 
as no one ever could aforetime induce the heathen 
to believe;” but these solitary thinkers were by 
fear or force soon reduced to silence. It was in 
vain that the scientific investigator Paracelsus 
offered a physical theory of thunder; the great 
ecclesiastical champion Bodin laughed it to scorn, 
for, said he, thunder is “a flaming exhalation set 
in motion by evil spirits,” and this is proved not 
only by the confessions of tortured witches, but by 
the passage in Psalm civ: “ Who maketh his angels 
spirits, his ministers a flaming fire.” The volumes 
in demonstration of the theory of witchcraft were 
of great number. One of the most noted was by 
Bishop Binsfield of Treves, France. This book, 
written toward the end of the sixteenth century, 
enlarges in proof that everything confessed by 
witches under torture, especially as to the raising 
of storms and the general control of the weather, is 
worthy of belief. It was long a standard 
authority, both with Catholics and with- Protest- 
ants, throughout Europe. “Its title-page contains 
the boast of the author that in fifteen years he 
had for this crime sent to death nine hundred per- 
sons. Of the scriptural texts cited in proof of 
these doctrins, those most frequently advanced 
were the ones treating of the witch of Endor, the 
demoniacs of the New Testament, and the magicians 
of Egypt who contended with Moses and Aaron in 
the court of Pharaoh. In the vast literature 
formed on the subject, the different species of witch- 
craft were all carefully classified and associated 
with particular doctrins. The whole philosophy 
of the satanic was minutely investigated, and the 


prevailing mode of thought embodied in bulky 
treatises regarded as masterpieces of theology. 
Bodin’s “ Démonomanie des Sorciers,” as a typical 
and celebrated work, may be worthy of a few more 
words here. The “Démonomanie des Sorciers”’ is 
chiefly an appeal to authority, which the author 
de:med on this subject so unanimous and so con- 
clusiv that it was scarcely possible for any sane 
man to resist it. He appealed to the popular be- 
lief in all countries, in all ages, and in all religions. 
He cited the opinions of an immense multitude of 
the greatest writers of pagan antiquity, and of the 
most illustrious of the fathers. He showed how 
the laws of all nations recognized the existence of 
witchcraft; and he collected hundreds of cases 
which had been investigated before the tribunals 
of his own or of other countries. He ‘relates with 
the most minute and circumstantial detail, and with 
the most unfaltering confidence, all the proceedings 
at the witches’ Sabbath, the methods which the 
witches employed in transporting themselvs through 
the air, their transformations, their carnal inter- 
course with the devil, their various means of injur- 
ing their enemies, the signs that lead to their de- 
tection, their confessions when condemned, and 
their demeanor at the stake. The showing of 
mercy to witches he especially reprobates. To 
pardon those whom the law of God condemned to 
death, was indeed beyond the province of princes. 
Those who were guilty of such an act had out- 
raged the majesty of heaven. They had virtually 
repudiated the divine law, and pestilence and famin 
would inevitably desolate their dominions. One 
fatal example there had been of a king tampering 
with his duty in this respect. Charles IX. had 
spared the life of the famous sorcerer Trois Echelles, 
on the condition of his informing against his col- 
leagues; and it is to this grievous sin that the early 
death of the king is most probably to be ascribed : 
«For the word of God is very certain, that he who 
suffers a man worthy of death to escape, draws the 
punishment upon himself,as the prophet said to 
king Ahab, that he should die for having pardoned 
a man worthy of death. For no one had ever heard 
of pardon being accorded to sorcerers.” 


Of the fearful harvest which was reaped from the 
seeds thus sown, we will giv a few outlines. 
In almost every province of Germany, but espe- 
cially in those where clerical influence predomi 
nated, persecution raged with fearful intensity. 
Seven thousand victims are said to hav been burnt 
at Trèves, six hundred by a single bishop of 
Bamberg, and eight hundred in a single year in the 
bishopric of Wurtzburg. In France, decrees were 
passed on the subject by the parliaments of Paris, 
Toulouse, Bordeaux, Rheims, Roucn, Dijon, and 
Rennes, and they were all followed by a harvest of 
blood. At Toulouse, the seat of the Inquisition, 
four hundred persons perished for sorcery at a 
single execution, and fifty at Douay in a single 
year. Remy,a judge of Nancy, boasted that he 
had put to death eight hundred witches in sixteen 
years. The executions that took place at Paris in 
a few months were, in the emphatic words of an 
old writer, “almost infinit.” The fugitivs who 
escaped to Spain were there seized and burnt by 
the Inquisition. In that country the persecution 
spread to the smallest towns, and the belief was so 
deeply rooted in the popular mind that a sorcerer 
was burnt as late as 1780. Torquemada devoted 
himself to the extirpation of witcheraft as zealously 
as to the extirpation of heresy, and he wrote a 
book on the enormity of the crime. In Italy, a 
thousand persons were executed in a single year in 


created an absolute rebellion. The same scenes 
were enacted in the wild valleys of Switzerland and 
of Savoy. In Geneva, which was then ruled by a 
bishop, five hundred alleged witches were executed 
in three months; forty-eight were burnt at Con- 
stance or Ravensburg, and eighty in the little 
town of Valery, in Savoy. In 1670, seventy 
persons were condemned in Sweden, and 
a large portion of them were burnt. And 
these are only a few of the more salient events 
in that long series of persecutions which extended 
over almost every country, and continued for 
centuries with unabated fury. The church of Rome 
proclaimed in every way that was in her power the 
reality and the continued existence of the crime. 
She strained every nerve to stimulate the persecu- 
tion. She taught by all her organs that to spare a 
witch was a direct insult to the almighty, and to 
her ceaseless exertions is to be attributed by 
far the greater proportion of the blood that was 
shed. In 1484, as we related, Pope Innocent VIII. 
had issued a bull which gave a fearful impetus 


to the persecution, and he it was who 
commissioned the Inquisitor Sprenger, whose 
book was long the recognized manual on 


the subject, and who is said to hav condemned 
hundreds, to death every year. Similar bulls 
were issued by Julius II. in 1504, and by 
Adrian VI. in 1523. A long series of provincial 
councils asserted the existence of sorcery, and 
anathematized those who resorted to it. ‘The 
universal practice of the church was to place magic 
and soreery among the reserved cases, and at 
prones to declare magicians and sorcerers excom- 
municated ;” and a form of exorcism was solemnly 
inserted in the ritual. Almost all the great works 
that were written in favor of the executions were 
written by ecclesiastics. Almost all the lay works 
on the same side were dedicated to and sanctioned 
by ecclesiastical dignitaries. Ecclesiastical tri- 
bunals condemned thousands to death, and count- 
less bishops exerted all their influence to multiply 
the victims. In a word, for many centuries it was 
universally believed that the continued existence of 
witchcraft formed an integral part of the teachings 
of the church, and that the persecution that raged 
through Europe was supported by the whole stress 
of her infallibility. 

Such was the attitude of the church of Rome 
with reference to this subject, but on this ground 
the Protestant Reformers had no conflict with their 
opponents. The credulity which Luther manifested 
on all matters connected with diabolical interven- 
tion was amazing, even for his age; and, when 
speaking of witchcraft, his language was emphatic 
and unhesitating. “ I would hav no compassion on 
these witches,” he exclaimed, “I would burn them 
all!” In England the establishment of the Ref- 
ormation was the signal for an immediate outburst 
of witchcraft superstition; and there, as elsewhere, 


its decline was represented by the clergy 
as the direct consequence and the exact 
measure of the progress. of religious skep- 
ticism. In Scotland, where the Reformed 


ministers exercised greater influence than in any 
other country, and where the witch trials fell 
almost entirely into their hands, the persecution | 
was proportionately atrocious. Probably the ablest 
defender of the belief was Glanvil, a clergyman of 
the English establishment; and one of the most in- 
fluential was Baxter, the greatest of the Puritans. 
It spread, with Puritanism, into the New World ; 
and the executions in Massachusetts form one of 
the darkest pages in the history of America. The 


the province of Como; and in other parts of the į greatest religious leader of the last century, Wesley, 


country the severity of thé Inquisitors at last 


was among the latest of its supporters, 
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But these countries to which our narrativ is now 
bringing us, demand a fuller treatment than they 
can obtain in this week’s issue of Tur TRUTH SEEKER. 
Pausing after this account of the witchcraft perse- 
cutions of continental Europe, we will giv next 
week a relation of those of England, Scotland, and 
our own land. 


eee sg 
The World’s Fair on Sunday. 

As week after week passes without the Sunday 
opening of the World’s Columbian Exposition be- 
ing obtained, it looks more and more as though the 
churchmen are going to triumph in their crowning 
outrage on the rights of the people. These hateful 
meddlers and domineerers are found chuckling and 
gloating over their vile deed in all of their period- 
icals and pulpits. 

Rev. Robt. MacArthur, of New York, says: “If 
the gates are opened America will be false to its 
history and disloyal to its God. It will not be mak- 
ing a true exhibition of one of its historical insti- 
tutions—the American Sunday. It will be bowing 
down at the feet of the gods of greed and lust. It 
is a great thing for the nation that the Congress of 
the United States has emphatically voted against 
opening the gates. Even if the local directory, by 
some legal technicality, should secure the opening, 
the moral influence of the action of Congress would 
still be exercised over the nations of the earth.” 

How “moral” will be the influence of the action 
of Congress, and of the closing if it prevails, may 
easily be conceived by anyone who knows the ten- 
dencies of crowds in strange cities when no place 
of innocent interest is open. Full swing, it is 

‘most clear, will be given to debauchery of every 
description at Chicago this year. In the words of 
the Detroit Free Press, “it looks as though the 
World’s Fair would be the only thing closed on 
Sunday in Chicago this season.” 

The evil effects of Sunday closing are,-we are 
pleased to be able to note, deplored and deprecated 
by one ecclesiastic—a white sheep of a black flock. 
This is Bishop Spalding, Roman Catholic, of 
Peoria, Ill. He says: “I hope some means can 


yet be devised through which the Fair will be 


opened Sunday. There will be thousands of visitors 
here, and with the saloons and places of vice being 
wide open while the gates of the Fair are shut, I 


fear there will be cause for regret that the Expo-. 


sition was closed. I believe that all museums and 
libraries should be open on Sundays. They act as 
educators, and no one disputes the fact that they 
elevate mankind. If Puritanical customs must pre- 
vail, why not close the public parks on Sundays? 
If Christian ministers insist on closing the gates 
of the Exposition, workingmen will believe that the 
church has no sympathy with them and the influ- 
ence the church now has among them will be 
almost entirely destroyed.” 


Mohammedan Nibblings at Christianity. 

The inferiority of Christianity to most other 
religions, and the objectionableness of some cus- 
toms that prevail in Christendom, continue to be 
exposed to Americans by the Mohammedan mis- 
sionary, Muhammed Alexander Russell Webb. 

One of the most telling points made by this 
goodly emissary of Moslem is that respecting 
liquor-drinking. His religion forbids this practice, 
and has reclaimed to prosperity many African peo. 
ples plunged in degradation by contact with Chris- 
tian rum and religion. The position of Christian- 
ity on alcoholic indulgence is well known to readers 
of E. C. Walker’s “Bible Temperance” and a num- 
ber of other publications. 

A statement in Mr. Webb’s previous lectures 
that Mohammedan women had been shocked by 
some customs of American ladies, is in his latest 
utterance made more explicit. He details: “The 
Mohammedan women are not what they are repre- 
sented to be.. I lectured te about fifty of them one 
day in a private house in Bombay. They were all 
behind a curtain. I told them of the American 
girls courtship and ball dresses—those low-cut 
affairs with two shoulder straps. The next day I 
was told that the women were horrified and said 
they could not believe American girls were so 


degraded.” 


From our Islamitic friend’s further remarks we 
find—what might hav been expected—that his re- 
ligion has suffered equally with Infidels from the 
venomous tongue of that notorious slanderess 
Christianity. «European works on Islam and its 
founder,” he tells us, “contain little else than 
abuse. Dean Prideaux, a Christian author, was 
naturally biased, and utterly unacquainted with his 
subject. This man is accused of deliberately in- 
serting in the Koran a line of his own composition 
and invention to throw discredit upon Mohammed. 
Sale, in his later translation, exposed this fraud.” 

If religion we must hay, let it be of Mohammedan, 
Buddhistic, and every kind possible. Multiplicity 
of religions will insure freedom to all of them, and 
to the dissenter from all faiths as well. Evil is 
the predominance of one sole religion—especially 
of that most tyrannical of all, Christianity. 


Commissioner Gray of the New York city park 
board expresses his opinion that the Museum of 
Art should be kept open all day Sunday. Three 
times as many persons visit it on that day, he says, 
as on any other, and it is ridiculous that it should 
be open only a few hours in the afternoon. But 
there is little chance that the clergy will ever sub- 
mit to seeing this institution open during the hours 
which they hav learned to consider their own for 
rifling the pockets of th: people. 


—<__— 

` A monthly journal devoted to the interests of 
watch, jewelry, and kindred industries contains in 
its April number an article entitled “The Story of 
My First Watch.” Those who tell the story are well- 
known men and women, among them Colonel Inger- 
soll, who says: “I do not remember my first watch 
—though I certainly had a first one; and I cannot 
tell whether it was good, bad, or indifferent—but I 
presume it was bad. Forty years ago a watch was 
not a necessity; now it is—without a watch you 
lose a train, and losing many trains consecutivly in- 
vites demoralization.” 


Bill Nye—for the public—believes in a God, but 
his deity is different from the orthodox ideal, in that 
he is not a Sabbatarian. Bill hasbeen traveling out 
West recently, and writes thus of one of Nature’s 
phenomena: “Much may be said of the mag- 
nificence and awful and impressiv grandeur of the 
Royal gorge, and the wonderful power that could 
not only create but sever these great mountains as 
with a mighty sword. Much might be written of 
all the wonders between the Mississippi and the 
Golden Gate, enough to convince the most skeptical, 
doubting soul on earth that there was a great and 
good intelligence back of all accidental chemistry, 
glacier erosion, earthquake action, and preadamite 
changes—a God who created this mighty museum 
of never-ceasing wonders and then left them all 
open on Sunday, so that the poor and the working- 
men might come and see them. I still believe that 
there could hav been no harm in leaving the Royal 
gorge open on Sunday.” 


The Zvening Post, in its ponderous but usually 
sensible way, has reached the conclusion that 
praying is not a legitimate government business, 
that the ministers selected to officiate often possess 
faults more mighty than their virtues, and that the 
finest settlement of the trouble would be to abolish 
the preachers and their prayers. The Post says: 
The difficulties of serving as chaplain of a legislativ 
body appear to be on the increase. Wecommented 
some weeks ago upon the dissatisfaction caused in 
both Kansas and Nebraska the past winter by the 
display of partisanship in the prayers of the clergy- 
men employed. There has been even more serious 
trouble in Texas. A bill was recently defeated in 
the house of representativs which proposed to 
make an appropriation from the state treasury for 
the establishment of a home for fallen women. Next 
day the chaplain besought the deity to “open the 
eyes of those who hav allowed the love of money to 
be balanced against virtue, that they may see that 
purity is above rubies, and that in their hands is 
placed the power to save those against whom the 
false standard of society has closed the churches 
and all avenues of reformation.” One of the mem- 
bers who had voted against the bill offered a reso- 


lution reciting that “the prayer which appears in 
the house journals this morning is an unjust and 
unwarrantable reflection on certain members,” and 
ordering that the portion above quoted be expunged 
from the journals. Another member supported the 
motion in a vigorous speech, declaring the prayer 
“an insult to the members,” and an “attempt of 
the chaplain to dictate to the house.” But the 
chaplain had his defenders also, one of whom in- 
sisted that he had not gone far enough ; that“ with- 
out prayer and much prayer you are gone forever ;” 
and that “there are members criticising this prayer 
who are steeped in vice and folly and need prayer.” 
The clergyman himself was given the floor, and ex- 
plained that he had no individual member in mind, 
and that they were “all patriotic, honest, and 
honorable gentlemen”—in short, that the objection- 
able passage was uttered in a Pickwickian sense. 
Thereupon the resolution was rejected and the 
matter was dropped. The incident shows very 
clearly what a farce the chaplain’s prayer is becom- 
ing, and should hasten the day of its abolition. 


New Books. 

We hav supplied all who ordered “ The Crimes 
of Preachers,” and are able and quite willing to 
supply more. To facilitate the acquisition of 
knowledge about the men of God in this country 
we offer five of these books for $1. We suggest 
that quantities be obtained and distributed around 
the neighborhood. 


A new edition of Bell’s “Handbook of Free- 
thought,” of which Mr. Jamieson speaks so highly, 
has also been rendered necessary by the free sale 
of the old, and we hav improved the occasion to 
bring out a paper edition and reduce the price on 
the cloth-bound one, which we make $1. The 
paper-covered style is 50 cents. This book ought 
to sell by the thousands now. 


Mr. Putnam’s new book is meeting with general 
favor, a large number of orders having already 
been received. Mr. Putnam read the final proofs 
just previous to his departure for Buffalo and the 
West, and the pressmen are at work upon it. We 
shall hav it ready for delivery in a week or ten days. 
It ought to be circulated widely. It goes to the very 
bedrock of the religious question. 


Attention is called to the advertisement of the 
new book, “The Creation of God,” a notice of 
which appeared recently. Dr. Hartmann is a 
practicing physician of this city, with the solid 
quelities characteristic of German scientific men, 
and thinks for himself in medical as well as theo- 
logical matters. This book contains a great deal 
of useful information regarding man, how he is 
made, and how he makes his gods. The book is 
very cheap, at the prices given, and should hav a 
large sale. 


The cartoon on the first page of Tae Trurs 
Srrxer for March 25th, showing what Christianity 
has borrowed from the pagans, has met with exceed- 
ing great favor, greatly deserved, for it shows at a 
glance what it takes a volume to explain—that 
Christianity is not an- original religion, but an 
adaptation of preceding systems, with some bad 
features added. Mr. Smith, of Geneva, has ordered 
a lot for distribution, and we hav received a re- 
quest from England for permission to use it there. 
In order to facilitate its wide distribution we hav 
printed it separately and suggest that our readers 
send for some and circulate them. We will mail 
them for 10 cents a dozen, or 75 cents a hundred, 
and giv generous count. _ 


We hav been a little industrious this winter, with- 
out saying much about it, in getting out new books, 
and hay still another one to-announce as complete. 
“ The Resurrection of Jesus” is a new treatment of 
a subject vital to Christianity, and one upon which 
Paul allowed that the whole system hinged. It is 
a striking commentary upon that system also that 
those in some communities in this “ free” country 
who hav the common sense to see its falsity are 
forced to conceal their conclusions. The author 
of this work says it would ruin him professionally 
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to hav it known that he wrote it, so it is published |I hav always wanted to come to'Cape Cod, and 
look upon the “peculiar people” here, who in this 
somewhat out-of-the-way place, stretching into the 
sea with pine woods and lonely sands, hav cultivated 
a serene and independent existence, and developed 
a type of Yankee upon which even Boston might 
look with surprise and admiration. 
the time when almost all were seafaring men, when 
they went on long voyages, tackled the whale at 
the North Pole, passed through innumerable ad- 
ventures, and came home with a thousand and one. 
stories as vivid and ghostly as those of the 
“ Arabian Nights.” 
of Cape Cod hav passed -forever away. The Cape is 
now covered with elegant residences. 
geous summer resort, amidst the beautiful shining 
seas. 
and along the sandy shores. 
wonderfully fascinating, ever varying in the splendid 
atmosphere. 
shining spots and builds his mansion. 
worth a dollar an acre in the good old days of the 
whale and the cod, now command $5,000 per acre. 
Anyone who has a frontage on the water has a 
small fortune, and the “back lots” are by no means 
at a small figure. 
able and brilliant, and the vikings of the past are 
disappearing. 


under the name of Don Allen. However, the 
„author is a writer very favorably known to our 
readers, and will be more so from this book. A 
review of this work will be given next week, and in 
the mean time its essential points are set forth in 
an advertisement appearing elsewhere. 


In the Qast. 


News and Notes.. 


About five hundred people were present at the 
Victoria Armory Hall Sunday afternoon, April 9th, 
at the lecture on “Spiritualism, Theosop! y, and 
Freethought.” There wasalso an increased attend- 
ance at the evening lecture in Fraternity Hall, 
Point St. Charles. So Montreal, in its northern 
fastnesses, where the power of the church is so 
venerable and great, is not by any means without 
hope. The mass of ignorance, however, against 
which Freethought has to struggle is shown in the 
fact that a bill was introduced in the provincial 
parliament to allow those who could not read or 
. write to be members of the school board. What a 
comment on “ Christianity and civilization.” 

Through the continued and well-directed efforts 
of George Martin, first president of the Freethought 
Club, and Captain Adams it is now the law of the 
Dominion of Canada that one can affirm if he wishes, 
and the Agnostic and Atheist are competent wit- 
nesses. This is a great gain in legislation, and 
Canada is ahead of Massachusetts. 

Even McGill University feels the breath o; 
progress. The theological students are no longer 
on the free list. They hav to pay their way. Evo- 
lution is pretty well enthroned in the medical de- 
partment, and even Principal Dawson hedges some- 
what and is not so orthodox as he once was. There 
is no question but McGill University will wheel 
into the line of advance. It has been nobly en- 
dowed by Freethinkers. Mr. Moulson, Mr. Mac- 
donald, and Mr. Workman hav given millions to 
this institution, and its educational facilities during 
the last few years hav been wonderfully increased ; 
and it is inevitable that the spirit of science will 
prevail in all its departments. 

Mr. Moulson gave $10,000 for the opening of the 
public library on Sundays. His gift was accepted 
- and Freethought has taken this vantage-ground. 

I had the pleasure of meeting W. S. Barnes, a 
very Liberal-minded and scholarly clergyman of the 
Unitarian church. In fact, the only difference be- 
tween him and myself is on the question of theism. 
His criticisms of the Bible and dogmatic Christian- 
ity are as radical as my own. 

Thus there are many influences in Montreal in 
favor of freedom. The priests do not hav it all 
their own way. 

There is a vast amount of unexpressed Free- 
thought in the social and literary life of the city. 
It pervades the educated classes, although not dis- 
tinctly recognized. 

` I found Captain Adams to be a stalwart supporter 
in my campaign here, always saying just the right 
word in his opening or closing addresses, and keep- 
ing the audience in full sympathy with the speaker, 
and the cause for which he pleads. Iam sorry that 
Mrs. Adams was unwell during my visit, but even 
though an invalid for the time being, the brightness 
of Freethought was not lacking in one who has 
been so brave and clear-sighted a truth-seeker in 
the intellectual struggles of this age. Mr. and Mrs. 
Adams and Walter Adams will spend the summer 
in British ‘Columbia, where I hope. the golden 
streams will flow and “ make a riffle” for the gallant 
captain. - 

T leave Montreal on Monday morning, April 10th, 
having enjoyed to the utmost the Liberal and social 
life of the city. The weather was fine, the soft 
April winds breathing over the glittering snows ; 
while the huge buildings, the river, and the mount- 
ains make a beautiful picture beneath the clear 
skies. 

Monday night I am in Boston, and Tuesday 
glance in at the Investigator office, where there is 
always good cheer ; hav a chance to see Dr. Noyes, 
E. C. Walker, Schum, Yarros, the Tiltons, Simpson, 
and others, who make Boston a kind of electric 
machine, so that you can’t pass through without 
being “shook up” with new ideas and tremendously 
radical notions which make you wonder what the 
finality will be in this infinit clash of thought. I 
suppose, however, the finality will never come. We 
shall never know what the end will be; when we 
think we are safely anchored, there is a fresh 

‘tempest and we must go dashing on. 
`- "Tuesday evening I am among the Cape Cod folks. 


stable. 
Daniel Crosby meets me at the station, and soon 
I am at his pleasant home. 
gather at the hall, and Ilecture on “The Demands 
of Liberalism.” Our friends hav just organized the 
“Cape Cod Secular Association,” of which F. A. 
Makepeace is president; Daniel Crosby, J. 8. 
Handy, vice-presidents; Mrs. Emily R. Crosby, 
treasurer; and Wm. T. Makepeace, secretary. A 
business meeting was held after the lecture, and 
$60 was subscribed in a few minutes for future 
work. 
membership, but is bound to hold its own. 
majority of the people are Liberals, but quite in- 
different. It is this that the new society must over- 
come. 
sleepy, and Liberals think it not worth their while 
to organize against them. ‘They do not realize that 
Freethought is education; that it is progressiv and 
can only do its best by constant effort. 


hav plenty of backbone, and will stand by their 
.| colors. 


= 


That was in 


These dear old romantic tales 
It is a gor- 


There are lovely drives in the pine woods 
The ocean views are 


No wonder the millionaire seeks these 
Lands not 


Cape Cod is becoming fashion- 


The Old Colony railroad takes me to West Barn- 
Osterville is seven miles from this place. 


A very good number 


The association has at present a small 
The 


The churches are pretty feeble, pretty 


The Cape Cod Liberals who do see the danger 


On Wednesday morning Daniel Crosby 
drove me over to Osterville beach, where .Moncure 
Conway, Miss Annie Shaw, etc., hav summer resi- 
dences. The sea views are charming from this 
place. In summer nearly two thousand people 
congregate here. The bathing is fine. The sea is 
covered with sails. Faintin the distance is Martha's 
Vineyard, and the lighthouse is just discerned. To 
the southward is Nantucket, but it is invisible. 

The Crosbys, father and sons, and cousins and 
uncles, are all Liberals, and make quite a band in 
themselvs. They are boat-builders, and their boats 
are among the fastest and most elegant on the sea, 
and their pennon has won the prize. I guess they 
build a hundred boats a year. Their boats are sold 
as far west as Michigan, and as far south as Florida. 
They are stanch and graceful and look as if they 
could skim over the waters like a thing of life. I 
spent an hour or so among the boathouses. 

In the afternoon, with Mr. and Mrs. Crosby, I 
go over to Captain Handy's. I lecture here in the 
evening, but to a small audience. I was disap- 
pointed, for Cotuit has been quite a Liberal place 
in the past. Freedom Hall, in which I lectured, 
was built a number of years ago, in order that 
Liberals might always hav a place in which to 
speak. But in spite of this Cotuit is not much of a 
Freethought community. If the churches sleep, the 
outsiders sleep also, and it is a drowsy community 
anyway, unless a minstrel show should come along, 
or a circus, or a funeral. Then the attendance 
would be large. IfI had been a corpse I should 
hav drawn ten times as many as I did. 

Captain Handy has been over thirty years a sea- 
faring man, has met every kind of fortune, and is 
not the sort of a man to giv up when once he sets 
about a thing. He has battled with too many a 
storm and roughed it with too many a gale to ever 
haul down the flag of Freethought. Captain 
Handy, although not much my senior, is a grand- 
father, and wears his honors bravely. He was a 
happy father also, only a few months ago, and the 
uncle-baby is only two months older than the 
niece-baby. Cape Cod is a good place for babies. 
They are born healthy and numerous and flourish, 
and never surrender. They are natural Freethink- 
ers and their rights are to be respected. 

On Thursday I journey by way of West Barn- 
stable to Harwick, where I am met by B. F. Rob- 


but the old antislavery fire has died out. 
is dead, and there is but little clear conception of 
new dangers and new tyrannies in the republic. 
There is much indifference here as elsewhere. 


only a few were present. 
Friday, April 14th, and hope for a larger attend- 


ance. 


bins, who from his youth up has borne the banner 
of liberty and excelsior. 
was on the sea; for the last thirty years he has been 
a landsman. 
guard, and many is the contest for freedom in 
which he has borne his full share. 
bury used to come here, and he remembers Robbins 
as one of the most enthusiastic of the reformers. 
Garrison, Phillips, the Fosters, all hav been here, 
and the antislavery speakers were once mobbed — 
and there was nearly a tragedy, so furious were the 
passions of the hour. 


For seventeen years he 
He was one of the old antislavery 


Parker Pills- 


The Liberal spirit is all through Harwich to-day, 
Slavery 


I lectured here last night, but it was stormy and 
I lecture again to-night, 


It is the uncertain glory of an April day. Once 


in a while the sun comes out, and then the clouds 
prevail: Iam at the home of B. F. Robbins, and 
whatever happens I am all right. 
violin and his daughters the piano. 
fill the air be it sunshine or storm, and the old-time 
melodies thrill the heart. 


He plays the 


So music can - 


Samvet P. Purnam. 
Harwich, Mass. 


To My Liberal Friends. 
I propose to publish a pamphlet, the opening 


part of which appears in Tue Trorm BERKER 
this week, entitled, ‘Religion a Curse, Religion a 
Disease, Religion a Lie.” 
drifting into a most dangerous religious tyranny 
and war. 
that we must oppose, but it is religion at the root 
of these, which is what I hav defined it to be. 
must understand religion, and for the safety of the 
race we must destroy religion. 
to be widely read. It is important. 
the foe of humanity is not sufficiently understood. 
We do not realize its terrific nature. 


I consider that we are 
It is not simply church and theology 
We 


I want this book 
Religion as 


I hav written 
this book because I feel the necessity of speaking 


the plain truth. I challenge contradiction of my 
statements. 
book. Circulate it. Price, 25 cents per copy. 


Send to Tue Trours Szexer for this 


Samus P. Purnam. 


The World’s Fair From a Freethinker’s Stand- 
point. 

In May we shall begin the publication of a series 
of letters which will be of great interest and 
beauty. Samuel P. Putnam will write them from 
Chicago, and they will be about the World’s great 
Fair, which opens in that lively and booming town 
on May 1st. Mr. Putnam’s description—as every- 
one who knows him knows—will not be the com- 
monplace matter of the geniusless boiler-plate 
correspondent, but the impressions made upon a 
cosmopolitan poet by the aggregation of samples of 
the world’s progress in mechanics, art, literature, 
knowledge. The letters will undoubtedly be big and 
broad, wide and deep—a picture and a panorama, 
a history of human advance from “that man iti the 
dug-out” to the racial subjugation of the forces of 
nature—so far as these forces are subdued. The 
letters will be essentially a Freethinker’s view of 
the Fair, what it shows, and what it foreshadows, 
and we venture to say that among the hundreds of 
correspondents at the Fair, and the thousands of 
letters to be written by them, there will be none 
like the writer of the Freethought views and his 
descriptions. Readers of his “News and Notes” 
will agree with us in this estimate, we know. 

We shall be obliged to our friends if they will 
call the attention of their friends to this announce- 
ment and suggest to them that a six months’ 
subscription will insure them the receipt of these 
letters, which will alone be worth many times the 
cost of the paper. 

Spam 

The Truth Seeker Company, of 28 Lafayette place, 
New York, sends us a copy of a book, entitled, ‘‘ Crimes 
of Preachers.” It is mainly statistical, giving the num- 
ber of crimes committed by preachers in the United 
States and Canada, the names and addresses of 
the criminals, their offenses, and to what denomination 
they belonged. The number of preachers who 
departed from the paths of rectitude is given as 
nine hundred and seventeen (no, as two thousand 
four hundred and twenty.—Ep. T. 8.], which is appall- 
ingly large, when it is considered that the compiler has 
had but a limited source of information, and a large pro- 
portion of crimes committed by gentlemen of the cloth 
must unavoidably hav escaped his attention. The book . 
makes very interesting reading.—Mellette, S. D., 
Tribune. 


246 


CGommunioations. 


Religion a Curse, Religion a Disease, Religion 


a Lie.—(Continued.) 


DEDICATED TO THE AMERICAN CONGRESS WHICH FOR 


THE SAKE OF RELIGION HAS STABBED LIBERTY TO 
THE HEART. 


If we take the church’s own figures, less than 
one-third are religious. Fling out the cowards and 
hypocrites and less than one-tenth are religious. 

An orthodox clergyman recently declared that in 

the city of Boston there are only thirty thousand 
regular attendants upon divine service. In New 
York city only three hundred thousand attend 
church from Sunday to Sunday. The same pro- 
portion holds in every city and in every village. 
Let anyone consult his own experience as to the 
number of church-members among his acquaint- 
ances; and of these how many are sincerely re- 
ligious? Religion does not enter iuto the life of 
one hundredth part of the people we meet. How 
many, as Ingersoll says, simply “believe that they 
believe.” A recent church publication declares that 
only three per cent of the young men of this coun- 
try are in open association with the churches. I 
realized this paucity of religion when I was in the 
ministry. I thought when I left the Theological 
Seminary, that I certainly was in the “swim,” that 
religion was popular, that the people wanted it. 
I soon discovered my mistake. The vast majority 
of the people didn’t want religion. The majority 
of my congregation, and the majority of my sup- 
porters, were non-religious. They didn’t care a rap 
for religion. Religious topics were a humdrum 
affair, not half so interesting as corn and potatoes. 
I found thet secular sermons pleased the people 
best; plain, simple discourses on morality. Every 
minister knows this, and it is the burden of his 
life. How often does he complain of the lack of 
spirituality, of dull prayer-meetings, etc. How 
much of the church work to-day is purely literary, 
and sociable church fairs take the cake and the 
cash too. Kissing-bees are the fashion. Greet 
one another with a holy kiss, at twenty-five cents 
each, is the ritual. Preachers have to ransack news- 
papers to get subjects to talk about. Sensational 
titles are the only ones that attract. “Get there,” as 
Sam Jones says, is the theme and spirit of every 
discourse, and the only way that Sam Jones gets 
there is to be the “end man” of a minstrel show. 
The church has to resort to every trick to preserve 
its staying qualities. Even hell-fire ıs played out. 
A scandal in the church choir is a better advertise- 
ment than a million golden harps. There is music 
then and the pews are full. The churches subsist 
to-day on purely worldly nutriment. Oyster soup 
does more for the churches than all the prayers of 
the preachers. The cooking-stove in the fashion- 
able ecclesiastical kitchen is a more effectual calling 
both to saints and sinners than all the fires of 
damnation, or the breath of the Holy Ghost. Take 
the “Sewing Circle,” where pious women stitch, stitch 
for the glory of God. That is the place for religion 
of course. What an opportunity for the communion 
of saints, for spiritual edification, for holy conver- 
sation. Surely if religion is natural and universal, 
the sewing-circle should be the scene of its most 
illustrious presence. Yet religion is not mentioned 
once in a million times in a sewing-circle. Any- 
thing and everything is talked about buc religion. 
Every fashion and every scandal is discussed; but 
religion is untouched. 

These are facts patent to every observer of modern 
religious life. It is affirmed, however, that civiliza- 
tion itself is artifice; that if you want to deal with 
real human nature you must go to savage life, the 
untutored life. This, it is said, is the natural exist- 
ence, and here you find the natural universal feel- 
ings of humanity. To discover what belongs to 
man per se—what is original with him—one must 
go to primeval man, in close contact with physical 
nature. Here is man as nature meant him to be, 
and here religion is an overmastering quality, and 
therefore it is natural and universal. 

There never was a falser idea than the idea 
that the savage is a more natural man than the 
civilized man. A careful study of the habits phys- 
ical and otherwise of savage life will show that there 
are more artifice, more Mrs. Grundyism, and more 
unnatural fashions and styles among savages than 
among civilized people. Civilized people are the 
most natural people. They live morein accordance 
with nature than do the savages. Civilized people 
even live a more outdoor life than savage people. 
They are in closer, finer, and every way more subtle 
and fruitful contact with physical nature. They 
know nature better, they love nature better, and 
they use nature better. Physical culture among 
civilized people far surpasses physical culture 


among savages. The habits of eating are more 
natural and simple among the former than among 
the latter. The civilized man can outwalk, out- 
run, and outswim the savage. He can endure 
more hardships. Irritating as are the follies of 
society to-day, they are a vast improvement on the 
follies of our rude ancestors. Is there anything 
natural in slitting the nose, boring the ear, daubing 
the cheek, flattening the head, tattooing the body ? 
Civilization is natural. The art, the poetry, the 
grace and glory of it, are all natural. We distin- 
guish between a't and nature, but art is simply 
conscious nature, selected nature, nature molded, 
attuned, made harmonious; but art is evermore 
nature, Science is nature, and it triumphs only by 
its devotion to nature, by its unfolding of nature, 
by translating nature from the partial into the uni- 
versal.. The civilized man and woman are the 
noblest, freest, and most veritable interpreters of 
natare. 

If religion were natural and universal, what a 
magnificent blossom it would be in the world’s 
civilization, instead of the weak and puerile thing 
it is to-day. The verdict against religion therefore 
is true. A perfect civilization will cast it out, 
for religion indicates a partial, one-sided, and 
therefore a diseased condition of humanity. 

Read the supreme literature of the world; how 
little of itis purely religious. I donot remember of 
one religious character in all Shakspere—that is, 
one who is actuated by religious motives. The 
stormy passions of Shakspere are all of this world. 
God and Immortality play an incidental part in 
his majestic dramas. It is so even with Homer. 
His gods are only machinery. - It is the men, the 
heroes, that interest, and not the divinities. The 
two great religious poets, Dante and Milton, aré 
but little read. Scott is mainly secular. Dickens 
and Thackeray are altogether so. George Eliot 
is somewhat religious, but “ Adam Bede,” which is 
purely human, is her most popular work. . “ Robert 
Elsmere” is read because it shows that religion is 
dying out and portrays the process. The secular 
press overpowers the religious press. Art no longer 
paints angels but men. The theater outranks the 


church. . Christians pay $1 an hour to hear Inger- 


soll. The popularity of theological books lies in 
the amount of heresy which they contain. Pure 
orthodoxy is flung into the wastebasket. 

Talmage is a representative of religion, and he 
appeals for help to save his temple from the auc- 
tioneer’s hammer. What is the result? Out of all 
the wealth of this country only $250 per day 
is collected. That is a gage of the average inter- 
est of people in religion. Suppose it were a case 
of simple human charity. how much more would be 
contributed? Two hundred and fifty dollars per 


universal world. 


savage life we should find that only a few are 


controls. 
tation among savages a8 among ourselves, and we 
shall find it so in every nation. 
one vast imposition. 
and a disease. Itis its nature to rule or rain. 
is like drunkenness or insanity. It insists upon a 
like condition.in others. The ancient priest was a 
medicine man, and all preachers are medicine men 
to-day. We call them doctors of divinity. They 
do doctor, but not to lessen the disease but to in- 
crease it, for therein is their profit. It won’t do to 
cure, for then religion would vanish, and the doctor 
have no more patients and no more pay. 

Religion is a fungus growth upon humanity. It 
betokens bad blood. Tre origin of every religion 
is a delirium. Thomas Paine says of the Christian 
religion: “It begins with a dream and ends with a 
murder.” Religion js indeed a dream, but a terrible 
dream—a nightmare. It must be utterly abolished. 
Its very beginning is wrong—unnatural. That 
which is natural, simple, and humane is opposed 
to it. As St. Paul says the natural man does not 
want religion. Only the spiritual man—that is, the 
diseased man. It is the universality of ill health 
that gives religion its prevalence. The mental 
hallucination feeds upon bodily ailments. 

The very moment we grant that religion is not 
natural and universal, as facts do declare—as his- 
tory will declare when rightly understood—we are 


driven to the conclusion that religion is a disease. | 
In my analysis of religion I have shown why it is | 


a disease, that it is an exaggerated desire—like the 
miser’s desire for wealth—and in that very ex- 
aggeration lies the disease. The genesis of relig- 
ion in the mind is like the genesis of disease in the 
body. IJtis an abnormal activity. It is partial and 
one-sided action. It is too much force expended in 


day out of the millions in circulation is a pretty | 
fair index of the real relation of religion to the | 


I believe that if we could get at the heart of | 


properly religious, but these few have the knack of | 
ruling the rest. Religion breeds fear, and fear |God and Immortality are the effects. Religion is 
Religion is mainly a pretense and imi- | 


Religion has been } 
It has the virulence of a fever ' 
It. 
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one direction. It is a destruction of harmonious 
balance. : 

Religion must be treated both as an evil and a 
disease; not a natural evil, but an evil which man 
himself has manufactured. Man makes religion as 
he makes intemperance, and we must trest religion 
as we treat intemperance. Modern science recog- 
nizes intemperance as a disease, and in treating it as 
a disease we adopt the wisest method of its cure. 
So with religion. It is something of which we 
must be cured, no matter how we come by it, 
through inheritance or otherwise; and we must 
recognize the necessity of a cure—that it is a dis- 
ease we are dealing with, and our measures must 
be sanitary. One cannot get rid of a cancer by 
treating it as a natural growth, and we cannot de- 
stroy religion or its evil effects until we see Just 
what religion is—a curse indeed, as I have fully 
demonstrated, but a curse in and through the fact 
that it is a disease and that it is not natural any 
more than any disease is natural, nor universal any 
more than insanity is universal. I-consider it of 
the first importance to thus understand religion, for 
it gives us hope that we can destroy it, root it out, 
as we root out the seeds of any other disease. We 
must deal thus radically or we shall never remove 
its bitter fruit from man’s pathway. Religion, 
whether regarded as an evil or not, has been too: 
long accepted as something native to man. It is 
not native any more than the cancer or cholera is. 
It is not a necessary or universal evil. It is not 
a natural curse. It is a disease immensely fearful. 
Deep as hell it may be, but it can be cured, and our 
efforts must lie in this direction. We are not 
simply to abhor it, we must treat it scientifically, as 
we treat the cancer and the cholera. The death of 
religion is the triumph of hygiene. oo 

Having shown that religion is a disease, that it is 
not natural and universal, but special and artificial, 
the aggravation and distortion of a simple natural 
desire, which is what constitutes a disease, as a 
boil on the human body is the aggravation and 
distortion of its simple natural elements, I now 
propose to show that religion is a lie. When I say 
that religion is a lie I do not mean to say that 
religion does not exist, that in itself it is nothing. 
It is too terribly a reality—like other diseases. 
Religion is a lie because the two great dogmas 
which itself produces and upon which it flourishes 
are lies—monstrous lies—namely, God and Im- 
mortality. The God-idea and the belief -in 
Immortality do not exist in and of themselves. 
They are not the natural products of human reason 
and experience. They would never have existed if 
man had always been in a perfectly healthful con- 
dition. The perfectly healthful man has no need 
of God or Immortality. These dogmas are the 
result of disease, the disease of religion, and they 
are lies. It is commonly thought, I know, that. the 
notions of God and Immortality are original with 
the human mind and that religion is the result of 
these notions. I claim that the cause and effect are 
entirely the other way. Religion is the cause, and 


fundamental; it is the fountain-head, and the ideas 
of God and Immortality, church, theology, ete., all 
flow from this source, and without religion all these 
would cease to be. All are manifestations of ill 
health. Every church, every pulpit, every sermon, 
every prayer, every pope, every bishop, all the 
pomp and ritual of the temple, all the splendor of 
the cathedral, the revival, the evangelist, the Salva- 
tion Army, the cardinal’s red robe, each spectacle 
from Talmage’s mouth to the pope’s toe, Moody, 
Sam Jones, Joe Cook, et cetera, are the variable 
symptoms of a vast disease. Religion is a big 
burning boil, preachers are pimples, churches are 
cancers, and piety is pus. I am not to blame for 
these terms. They are medical. 

God and immortality are twin lies. ` They are 
born of the same parent. They nourish that 
parent, and they nourish one another. Neither 
without the other could survive. 

They are lies—pure creatures of human feeling— 
the offspring of the enormous miseries of human 
existence. Man is theistic simply and solely be- 
cause he is unhappy. God is born of agony, of 
suffering, and of pain—the fiction of the imagina- 
tion to console the bitterness of man’s estate. I 
do not wonder that men believe in a God, seeing 
that living in this world is such a furious struggle, 
and so many go to the wall and hope is lost. 
Millions are constantly wrecked, and torture of the 
mind and body, more or less, is the fortune of every 
human being. In a blind and miserable way people 
try to escape reality—shut their eyes and dream of 
heaven. It is like taking an opiate. It weakens, 
while it cures not the ills of life. Itis a desperate 
resort. It heals not the wound. It sends the 
poison deeper in. 

We must confront reality and make the best of it. 


f 
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By courage we can win something of happiness 
from our dark surroundings. Only, however, by 
sticking to the truth. If we abandon truth we are 
lost indeed. 

We must not abuse the intellect—make it a slave 
to search earth and heaven for some delightful 
falsehood to soothe and comfort our distress.. We 
must accept facts, no matter how ugly they are. 
Better be crucified with a fact than rot with some 
splendid lie. 

The pure intellect confronting all this world—its 
hights and depths, its array of stars, its carpet of 
flowers, its jeweled seas, its shining mountains, its 
flaming sun, its ocean of blue, its laws and forces, 
its gigantic evolutions, its sweeps of light and its 
bursts of splendor—finds nowhere any God, not a 
scintilla of evidence. It finds the world, and only 
the world; nothing outside of. the world. It can 
not pierce beyond and does not wish to pierce be- 
yond. It is satisfied with the world. The world 
only can explain itself. It is the heart, not the in- 
tellect, that seeks after God; for the heart wants 
not an explanation, but a consolation. 

Search the universe; dig into the bowels of the 
earth; walk iu the chambers of the deep; catch 
the lightning; analyze the finest petal; dissect the 
human body, the eye, the hand, the beating heart 
itself; multiply a ‘thousandfold man’s glorious. 
vision, and travel among the illimitable stars, and 
God is not even a shadow. Illuminate man’s 
reason with a million suns and still he knows not 
God. Leave this muddy vesture of decay, if you 
will, and stand upon Arcfurus’s blazing crest; 
traverse the resplendent spaces while ages wing 
their flight, and still there is no God. Nor time, 
nor space reveal him. Nor history, nor science de- 
clare him. Poor, helpless God—if there is one— 
he seems forever imprisoned in his own immensity. 
He cannot manifest himself at a single point in 
this crowded universe. Even the worm can do 
better than that. The worm gives us facts, but 
God never does. In that respect the worm, the 
pebble, the sod, the snowflake, the raindrop, sur- 
pass God. Think of it, O theologian! 

Samuzt P. Pornam. 
(TO BE CONTINUED.) 


Our Government and the Fixtradition Treaty. 


It is claimed that the government of the United 
States represents the will of, and derives its power 
from, the people; it is said that the Declaration of 
Independence has banished the old idea that millions 
of men must be subjected to the caprice of one 
man or of a limited number of mem, and enthroned 
the whole people as the sovereigns of the land. It 
is supposed that our office-holders, from the highest 
to the lowest—that is to say from the president to 
the village functionary—are only servants chosen 
by the people—the real masters—to attend to the 
affairs of the latter. It is further supposed that 
the servants, that is to say the office-holders, hav 
no power of their own at all; they are only obeying 
the commands of their masters. Theoretically these 
claims are true, but the question is, do we prac- 
tically govern ourselvs and do our laws voice the 
sentiments of the people? Is democracy a fact or 
only a name? Let us not deceive ourselvs; let us 
not liv in the realm of fancy and soar in the sky 
while in reality we stand on the ground and the 
mud is thick under our feet. Names and appear- 
ances are often delusiv. You may put chains on 
our hands and feet and persuade us that they are 
an ornament and by no means a burden, but will 
this alter the nature of the chains? . Gilt the chains 
as much as you please, they are still chains. Place 
a man on an inhabitable island, deprive him of all 
means of communicating with his fellow-men, and 
tell him that he is the sole owner of the island, and 
is at liberty to use his property and person accord- 
ing to his own desire, will it really make him a free 
man? Being the only inhabitant of the island, he 
has no duties at all, as he cannot infringe upon the 
right of another mau. No matter how nobly or 
how meanly he may act, there will be no one to 
praise or to blame him. Within the boundaries of 
the island he indeed enjoys absolute liberty, and 
yet to say that he is free would be a mockery. 

It is true, we hav no hereditary kings; no one 
pretends to rule us by divine right; but is the yoke 
of the politician easier than that of a constitutional 
king? On the contrary, it is even more offensiv. 
Why should the sovereign be governed by his ser- 
vant? And why is the sovereign so stupid as to 
keep the servant in his employ when the latter is 
not faithful to his trust? A government which 
frames laws contrary to the will of the people can 
not be considered a democratic government; a 
government which bends to the will of the Goulds 
and Vanderbilts is a failure, and yet every unprej- 


udiced man must admit that, in spite of our boast 
of being the freest and most enlightened nation on 
the face of the earth, our lawmakers pay very little 
heed to the needs of the people. I do not mean to 
discuss in this article all the flaws in our gov- 
ernment, as this would require too much space. I 
desire only to call attention to a single fact—the 
Russian-American extradition treaty. Rumors of 
such a treaty reached us first in 1887, but the 
sentiment of the people has been so strong against 
it that it was not allowed to see the light of the 
day. We thought it was dead and buried, and it 
seemed that no one cared for the infant even so 
much as to erect a headstone on the place where it 
was buried. But suddenly after a lapse of seven 
years we learn that the monster arose ‘rom the 
grave in all its ugliness. But who i; the father or 
the godfather of this monster? Where does it 
dwell? Who is the man that has so little regard 
for himself as to giv it a room in his own house? 
We don’t know; all this is kept a secret. We want 
to know the exact wording of the treaty; we strive 
to learn the final fate of it, but are told by our 
high-minded Senators that the whole matter is a 
secret and cannot for the present be disclosed. Let 
us stop for a moment and ask, Why should any 
measure in which the people are interested be kept 
in darkness? If the government derives its power 
from the consent of the governed, ought not its 
proceedings to be open for inspection? Is it possi- 
ble that the American people are in favor of such 
methods? Laws made in darkness, laws which are 
afraid of the dawn, are worthy of the despotism, 
miscalled the government, of Russia, but entirely 
unworthy of the government of the United States. 
The treaty has been condemned by the people long 
ago. Our lawmakers are aware that we are not in 
favor of throwing into the claws of the lion those 
who by word or action hav displeased the govern- 
ment of Russia. Why then should they now 
negotiate a treaty with that country and, to make 
matters worse, keep it a secret? I say, let the 
voice of the people be heard. If the people want 
the treaty, if they take the side of the Russian 
autocrat against the pioneers of freedom, against 
those who are willing to sacrifice their lives for the 
good of others, let us hav the treaty. But then 
let us cease calling ourselvs a civilized nation; let 
us stop boasting of our love of freedom; let us 
expunge the word liberty from our dictionaries, 
and let the statue of Liberty be returned to France. 


Personally, I say with Victor Hugo, “Sacrifice to | 


the mob, O poet . sacrifice everything to it 
except justice,” and so I could not cease protesting 
against a treaty with Russia, even if it should turn 


jout that I am the only one opposed to it; but 


fortunately such is not the case. As far as we 
can judge from the meetings held all over the 
country, the American people don’t want the 
treaty; on the contrary, they denounce it in very 
emphatic language. Are our lawmakers an irre- 
sponsible class? Where did they get the right to 
disobey the will of the people? 


Let us examin the treaty and see what meaning 
is hidden beneath its apparently innocent form. 
While it does not include political offenders, it says 
that an attempt on the life of czar or any of the 
royal family is not a political crime and is therefore 
extraditable. If an attempt on the life of the czar 
is not a political offense, what is it then? Is any- 
one so naive as to think that a subject of the czar 
would attempt to murder his sovereign for the sake 
of robbing him of his watch or pocketbook? It is 
not the man named Alexander Romanoff, but the 
ezar, or rather the despotism represented in his 
person, that some of the Russian revolutionists 
want to assassinate. Is it really a crime to kill the 
tyrant who is responsible for the death and suffer- 
ing of hundreds and thousands and the oppression 
of millions of human keings? When Prometheus 
stole the fire of heaven and gave it to the mortals, 
who were left by the gods in utter ignorance, he 
was chained to a rock by Brute Force. Such was 
his reward for having pitied poor suffering human- 
ity. When the enlightened Russians cry, “ Giv us 
liberty!” when they dare to teach their inferior 
brothers the simple lesson of freedom and human- 
ity, they are sent by Brute Force to the gallows 
and the Siberian mines. Shall we pile Pelion upon 
Ossa and help the czar to exterminate the lovers of 
liberty? Hav we forgotten the past? Are the 
traditions of the Revolutionary war dead? When 
the yoke of England became an intolerable burden, 
we threw it off at the expense of a bloody war. If 
we hav killed no king, it was simply because there 
was no possibility and need for it. But suppose 
the freedom of these states had depended upon the 
life or death of the king, and suppose his person 
had been within our reach, would our Revolutionary 
sires hav hesitated to dispose of him? How then 


can we be so mean as to deliver to the Russian: 
government men and women who are guilty only in 
that sense in which our forefathers were guilty? 
Are we ashamed of the heroes of the Revolution? 
Do we consider them a disgrace to humanity? l 


I don’t say it is necessary to applaud and com- 
mend assassination in order to oppose the treaty. 
Many of us are undoubtedly of the opinion that 
the methods adopted by the Russian revolutionists 
are unwise and futi. But no matter what our 
private opinion might be, the American people can 
not and will not regard an assassin of the czar as a 
common murderer. Let us all remember it. For 
that reason, I say, the treaty is obnoxious even if 
accepted only in its literal sense; but the trouble 
doés not cease here. According to the Rassian 
penal code, any man who belongs to asecret society 
the aim of whichis to overthrow the existing form 
of government is guilty of an attempt on the life of 
the czar, and we must admit that from the auto- 
crat’s standpoint of view this law is ju t and logical. 
We should not forget that the government in 
Russia is concentrated in the person of the czar. 
Alexander the Third perhaps more than any man 
in the world can say: “ The state—I am the state.” 
An attempt to overthrow the government means an 
attempt to overthrow czardom, and as this can by 
no possibility be done without a great struggle, it 
must be taken for granted that should the favorable 
moment arrive when the overthrowing of the gov- 
ernment will become a reality, the life of the czar 
will not be spared. Consequently, every man of 
advanced ideas, every man who is dissatisfied with 
the present state of affairs in Russia, does what 
little he can to hasten the day of the czars fall. 
That being so, the czar is perfectly right when he 
looks® with suspicion upon the spread of liberal 
ideas ; he is right when he regards every man who 
dares to dream of freedom as a possible assassin of 
his person. Now, should the treaty be brought 
into execution, the Russian government will be 
enabled to demand the extradition of almost every . 
man who in some way made himself obnoxious to 
the czar and minions. Will the American people 
tolerate all this? Will they consent to let the 
Russian government murder and imprison men 
whose only crime is that they dare to think without 
the permission of the czar and demand liberty for 
themselvs and their fellow-men ? 


« But,” will say the defenders of the treaty, “ the 
American government is not composed of babes. 
We are not going to be fooled by Russia. When 
we say murder, we mean murder and nothing else. 
We are not so childish as to extradite a man for 
having read or distributed a revolutionary pamphlet 
or for having discussed political questions at the 
secret meeting. We will extradite no man unless 
the Russian government can furnish satisfactory 
evidence that he is actually guilty of an attempt on 
the life cf the czar or any of the royal family.” To 
which I reply: In the first place, we hav no defi- 
nition what an attempton the life of the czar means, 
but Russia has, and will insist that its definition 
should be accepted. It is time that no man can be 
tried for an attempt on the life of a human being 
unless he actually made the attempt. If the czar 
is to be regarded only as a human being and as 
such not superior to any subject of the Russian 
empire, there was no need of mentioning him in 
the treaty; but taking into consideration that 
special reference is made to him, the Russian gov- 
ernment will hav the right to include in the words 
“attempt on the life of the czar or any of the royal 
family” all possible and impossible offenses. In the 
second place, should even our government reject the 
Russian definition, can we trust the honesty of the 
Russian government? How willit be possible for 
us to know that Russia when demanding the 
extradition of a certain man will not attribute to 
him crimes which he never committed? Where will 
we get th> means of examining the evidence? And 
suppose a man will be extradited for one offense and 
tried for another—what then? How shall we be 
able to find that out? Shall we send an oflicial 
from this country to be present at the trial of 
every man whom we may extradite? Shall we tax 
ourselvs to pay the salary of that official or will 
Russia pay it? i 

Let our lawmakers not act in haste; let them 
beware of the consequences of their actions. 
The treaty with Russia outrages the moral senti- 
ment of our people. Why should we aid the czar 
in his endeavor to trample upon the rights of men? 
Shall we side with those who fight for freedom or 
with those who are against it? No, we cannot 
afford to enter into partnership with the Russian 
government. Every lover of humanity should pro- 
test against the treaty. Let us do all we can to 
keep our land free from stains; let us not redden 
our hands with blood; let us not sacrifice the life 
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or liberty of any human being on the bloody altar 
of the Russian despot. Cyrus W. COOLRIDGE. 
Oyster Bay, L. IT., N. Y., Apr. 6, 293. 
P.S.—Since the above was written I learned 
that the treaty has been recalled for revision by the 
president of the United States. May we hope that 
the spirit of humanity will triumph? May we 
cherish the idea that our land will continue to be a 
refuge for the oppressed of all nations? But after 
all, isit desirable to hav a treaty with Russia at all? 
While I am not in favor of sheltering common 
criminals, I am convinced that in a bargain with 
Russia we will always be cheated. No matter how 
plain and unmistakable the terms of the treaty will be, 
no matter how distinctly the line will be drawn be- 
tween a common crime and a political offense, Rus- 
sia will find a way of imposing upon us and will 
demand the expulsion of political oftenders under 
the pretense of their being common criminals. 
Knowing as we do the methods of the Russian 
government in its dealings with the Nihilists, I am 
satisfied that it will be an easy task for the czar’s 
. friends to get up bogus evidence, the nature of 
which we shall not be able even to suspect. I don’t 
believe in putting the tips of our fingers in the 
lion’s mouth. He may devour the whole arm. 
C. W. ©. 


Reply to a Bigot Bishop. 


To raz Riecur Rev. LeremTon Conzman, Bishop 
of Delaware: Am I dreaming or am I awake? Do 
the grotesque figures which ornament the head of 
my calendar, pinned to the wall, really signify the 
meaning generally ascribed to them? Or is it 
owing to some optical illusion that I fancy I see 
the announcement made that we hav entered upon 
the eighteen hundred and ninety-third year of 
our era, while in fact we hav not yet counted 
fifteen hundred and seventeen? I entertain strong 
doubts whether I am a contemporary of Melancthon 
and Luther or Charles Darwin and Herbert Spencer ; 
whether my observations regarding the astounding 
progress of all civilized nations during the last few 
centuries, their scientific discoveries and inventions, 
their acknowledged pretension to the right of 
liberty of thought and speech, their personal free- 
dom and their Liberal and broad-minded views of 
life, are true, or whether they are only strange 
imaginations sprung from a feverish brain. In- 
deed, I do not know for sure whether we are 
approaching the close of the nineteenth or fifteenth 
century, since the limits of religious discusion, 
which existed during the Middle Ages—a time of 
intellectual bondage of which we cannot but think 
with shudders—are to be reéstablished; since the 
study and explanation of the laws of nature are 
again, asin former times, to be made dependent 
upon the preposterous claims so readily advanced 
by a class of people evidently superstitious, or else 
deplorably devoid of common sense! But still it 
must be true, my eyes are trustworthy. The four 
conspicuous figures—1, 8, 9,3, on my calendar—are 
plainly visible and permit of no doubt that we soon 
shall write 1900; that the wheel of time will soon 
hav finished another of its centennial revolutions, 
despite the efforts made by some incarnated fa- 
natics to stop its natural course. 

Macaulay, Stuart Mill, Carlyle, Darwin, and 
Tennyson; Lessing, Humboldt, and Goethe; 
Rousseau, Victor Hugo, and Renan, hay already 
been among the living; they hav already severed 
their personal connections from the people of a 
world which they highly honored through their 
brief visit—while Herbert Spencer, Huxley, and 
Tyndall; Haeckel, Helmholtz, and Moleschott, are 
daily furnishing proofs—as their dead brethren 
hav done before them—of their gigantic intellect- 
ual capacity, imbuing with lofty ideas and virtuous 
aims those to whom they hav occasion to impart a 
share of their vast knowledge and those who wish 
to listen to their noble teachings. 

Ah, no! My mind is wandering! I do not 
know what I am talking of! These men imbue 
others with lofty ideas and virtuous aims? To 
their teachings should we listen? Preposterous! 
Abominable! Who dares giving us such advice? 
Who can be thoughtless enough to recommend us 
the reading of the works of immoral men, of 
men who are wrongfully looked upon and worshiped 
as the intellectual heroes of the nations to which 
they belonged? Away with them, and a host of 
others equally depraved; they are not deserving of 
our esteem, of our worship; in listening to their 
words we cannot purify our inclinations and enno- 
ble our souls; on the contrary, their teachings 
corrupt us, because they hav all, at one time or 
another, overstepped the limits of legitimate re- 
ligious discussion in questioning the divinity of 
Christ and in maintaining that virtue is and ever 
vemains virtue, whether attached to any belief or 


not, becoming thus—according to the code of ethics 
of the Right Rev. Leighton Coleman, immoral— 
which explanation of morality compels us, as a matter 
of course, to draw the inference that we lower our- 
selvs, that we also become immoral, in confessing 
that we take delight in reading and propagating 
the works and sayings of such authors as I hav 
mentioned by name, and such as express similar 
views. 

Yes! ye millions and millions of enthusiastic ad- 
mirers of the great authors of the last few centuries; 
and ye honest, pure, and charitable disbelievers in 
Christ’s supernatural origin, whether of Christian, 
Jewish, Mohammedan, or Buddhistic parentage; 
ye noble-minded and sincere believers in the divine 
of nature; ye that do not wish to besmear the 
ideal of the most high through the belief in the 
silly fable of the self-crucifixion of a supremely 
intelligent omnipotent being, ye all are immoral 
creatures ! 

What a terrible charge this is! The more terri- 
ble as it is absolutely unjustifiable, and as the one 
who makes it is one of “Christ's disciples,” “a 
teacher of morality.” And upon what ground is 
this charge maintained by him? Upon the cunning 
claim that the word “religion means Christianity ” 
—undoubtedly a very witty interpretation of the 
term—“ because the United States has since its 
early colonization recognized Christianity as its re- 
ligion ; and that, therefore, any attack upon the 
fundamental principles of Christianity is illegiti- 
mate, hence treasonable, and consequently im- 
moral.” Obedience to the laws of the country, 
charity, and the practice of virtue are matters of 
secondary importance. The fundamental principle 
of Christianity, guast-morality, being the belief in 
the personality and divine origin of Christ, accord- 
ing to the Right Rev. Leighton Coleman “he who 
does not acknowledge this claim is not a Christian 
and cannot”—listen to the wise words of one of 
Christ's teachers of morality —“ for this reason be 
accounted moral.” 

As to his reverence’s interpretation of the term 
religion it is hardly worth while to consider it, be- 
cause it is simply nonsensical; betraying only the 
desire to insidiously set a limit to the public dis- 
cussion of pernicious dogmas characteristic to the 
Christian faith. Supposing we should accept this 
interpretation of the term religion and make a gen- 
eral application of it; then in Turkey the term 
religion would be synonymous with Mohammedan- 
ism and in China with Buddhism, and a discussion 
dissenting from the religious views of the majority 
of the people inhabiting the countries mentioned 
would be illegitimate, hence treasonable, and con- 
sequently immoral, which logical sequence inferred 
from the premises so arbitrarily established by his 
reverence should forever silence his objection to 
the ill treatment of Christian missionaries in foreign 
countries or their expulsion therefrom. 

Through the other claim, regarding the belief in 
Christ’s divinity as one of the fundamental princi- 
ples of Christianity and morality, a deliberate, not 
to say base, insult is offered to millions of pious 
non-Christians and virtuous citizens of this great 
state, whose code of ethics—I hav no hesitancy in 
saying after a perusal of “ The Limits of Legitimate 
Religious Discussion,” by the Right Rev. Leighton 
Coleman—is unquestionably far superior to that of 
the author of the aforesaid article. Through this 
article, which could hardly be equaled in the spirit 
of narrow-minded intolerance it breathes, he also 
proves beyond any reasonable doubt that he is per- 
fectly ignorant of the means to be employed in 
order to realize the idea of the brotherhood of 
humanity, to bring about that neighborly love that 
makes no distinction between the descendants of 
the followers of Moses, Buddha, Christ, or Moham- 
med; which proves its affection for all regardless 
of their individual ideas of.the mysteries of nature. 
Fanaticism, blind belief in the dogmas of the Chris- 
tian or any other faith, will never accomplish this 
task; instead of creating love it rather breeds 
hatred and contempt; condemning its manifestation 
therefore I condescended to write a reply to the 
article in question, expecting by no means in doing 
so to convince the reverend author of “The Limits 
of Legitimate Religious Discussion” of the mon- 
strosity of his views on morality—because the 
normal condition of my brain functions could justly 
be questioned if I should entertain such hopes— 
but in order to minister to the mass of careless 
readers an antidote to the poison they were 
given by him. 

It was only a few weeks ago that I read in a 
paper edited in Chicago, and devoted to the work 
of conciliating religion with science (?), the follow- 
ing sentence: “No religion and hardly a priest 
now dares to rise up and say that a good life will 
not open his or any heaven.” I may also mention 
that it was a funeral address which contained the 


words quoted. “Worse than that, thousand times 
worse!” I thought, smiling at the same time at 
the naiveté which characterizes that exclamation ; 
and, as though I had prayed for a living proof to 
sustain my objection to the phrase which was the 
cause of my forced mirth, an essay appears in the 
North American Review denying to all the right 
to lay claim to a moral character who do not be- 
lieve in the supernatural origin of Jesus. In view 
of the conditions existing, such and like phrases 
cannot but hav a humorous effect upon the reader 
or listener ; very much a like effect as would be 
produced by the words, “ Whoever dares to touch 
me Jl] crush between my fists,” of a weak child, 
addressing himself to a dozen of strong men. 

I said in view of existing conditions the phrase 
quoted by me has the opposit effect to that in- 
tended, because it is an undeniable fact, a fact in 
the contemplation of which the whole-souled 
human being must feel deeply grieved, that there 
still liv people whose mental faculties are so de- 
plorably thwarted—owing undoubtedly to the per- 
verted education which they were unfortunate 
enough to receive—that it is an utter impossibility 
for them to free their minds from the preposterous 
religious impressions of their youth and the hered- 
itary influences of their superstitious predecessors 
of a former period, in order to observe the rules 
regulating the law of evolution and to keep equal 
pace with the march of time. Much less can these 
mentally crippled be regarded as authorities in any 
intellectual combat, though they may occupy high 
positions and advance their views—a determination 
which would be deserving of our admiration if it 
served a better cause—because they lack the prin- 
cipal quality of the true thinker, inasmuch as they 
do not follow their intellect to whatever conclusions 
it may lead them. - Oh, what a vast difference there 
is between the haughty conceit of these bigots, 
whose deep rooted, preconceived ideas obscure, or 
rather confine to extremely narrow limits, their 
ability to properly judge things, and the modesty 
of a Newton, who readily, though undoubtedly with 
aching heart, admitted that “there is no arguing 
against facts and experiment,” upon being told by 
his friend Molyneux that the latter’s observations 
of the nutation of the earth’s axis were likely to 
overthrow his theory of gravitation. 

Heedless of the progress humankind hav made 
in all branches of knowledge during the last few 
centuries, these stanch defenders of obnoxious 
dogmas still adhere to the traditional views which 
originated among a humanity perfectly ignorant of 
man’s station in nature. As the favored children 
of a personal God, which they imagin themselvs to 
be, they still practice the ridiculous religious rites 
established by their superstitious predecessors of a 
remote age in order to thus propitiate and gain the 
favor of a deity that, according to the prevalent be- 
lief, takes a special delight in rewarding their good 
actions and punishing their evil tendencies or in- 
clinations ; proving thereby that true virtue is not 
known to them, that they are incapable of recog- 
nizing and appreciating that exalted virtue which 
exists independently of any belief and knows of no 
other reward but the self-content it creates in the 
bosoms of those who practice it—a virtue that can 
not but look with disdain upon a religion that holds 
out the hope of heaven to the good and the threat 
of hell to the evil-doer; a virtue that thinks it per- 
fectly just to contemn a religious belief the funda- 
mental principle of which, according to the Right 
Rev. Leighton Coleman, imposes upon its adherents 
the duty to ‘deny to the followers of Moses, Buddha, 
Mohammed, and all other non-Christians, the right 
of calling themselvs moral, although they may lead 
an exemplary life in every respect ; and a virtue 
that considers it one of its most noble aims to 
expose, through public discussion, those funda- 
mental tenets of Christianity which, through their 
pernicious influence, for many centuries spread 
terror and destitution through the whole of Europe 
and which so deplorably retarded, and still retard, 
the intellectual—hence, ethical—evolution of the 
great masses of our civilized nations. 

I am well aware of the fact that some pious 
Christian idolators may accuse me of using vulgar 
language in discussing the merits of Christianity 
but that I can conscientiously deny, because that 
which I hav already said and that whieh I will hav 
to say could only be regarded as vulgar by devout 
Christians, who, I hav not the least doubt, would 
consider an attack upon some ridiculous rite or 
objectionable dogma of the religion of Buddha 
Mohammed, or the fire-worshiper as perfectly proper, 
though the object of the attack is virtually one and 
the same. 

Despite the fact that not only common sense, but 
also custom and rule, award the medal of morality 
to the virtuous, no matter what their religious 
views may be, it is withheld from them—by one. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, APRIL 23, 1893. 


249 


claiming to know what constitutes true morality— 
if they qvestion that vile dogma, established by a 
cunning priesthood, according to which “ salvation” 
is only possible through faith in Christ. Yes! it 
is one of the strong “ pillars ” on which the church 
rests from whom we recently only received anew 
the assurance that true Christians only—such as 
believe in the supernatural origin of Christ—will 
be “ saved,” because they are the only moral people, 
while all others, as immoral creatures, will, as a 
matter of course, eternally be roasted in hell-fire 
by an extremely benevolent God. Abominable 
assertion! -If it were not for the fact that 
errors are very common among individuals while 
humanity, as a whole, is constantly advancing in 
the knowledge of truth and is continually gaining 
greater wisdom, one would almost despair of the 
possibility that human society will ever reach a 
higher plane of morality; that it will attain a 
purity of character supericr to that existing; so 
much the more is this the case if one reads, in a 
monthly which counts its subscribers by the ten 
thousands, an article from the pen of one to whose 
interpretation of morality and virtue millions 
listen ; an interpretation which proves beyond any 
doubt that its author is a fanatic, stricken with 
intellectual blindness, because he is not able to 
perceive the fact that a good or bad action has 
nothing whatsoever to do with any fixed belief ; 
that an action is good or evil in itself; and that 
a dogma based upon the assumption that about 
nineteen hundred years ago an omnipotent supreme 
being went through all phases of embryonic evo- 
lution to the end of saving humankind from an 
imaginary “sin”—a. “sin” which they never 
committed—does not only imply extreme derision 
of a supposed supreme being, but it also accuses 
this being of an injustice which even the low- 
natured brute is bardly capable of; namely to take 
cruel revenge on the innocent child of the father by 
whom he has been wronged at a former time. 

In conclusion I can only express the hope that 
the vast majority of the people of our great state 
are enlightened and intelligent enough to regard 
suggestions which remind us of the cruelties per- 
petrated by the members of a church in whose iron 
grasp the European nations trembled for centuries — 
and the pernicious influence of which never mani- 
fested itself plainer than when she enlisted armies 
of millions of soldiers to the end of extinguishing 
the glimmering light of a new and nobler world- 
idea, kindled by the Reformation of the sixteenth 
century—as that which they really are, as the de- 
formed offspring of a brain suffering with that 
dreadful disease which is known by the name 
“religious fanaticism.” CorvINUs. 


Liberal Societies. 


“Cities and Civil Government ” was the title of 
Dr. Lewis G. Janes’s lecture before the Newark 
Liberal League last Sunday afternoon. The usual 
attentiv and interested audience was present, Mr. 
Bird presiding. 

Dr. Janes first spoke of the rise of the tribe, then 
the free town, and lastly the city as we know it. 
He spoke of its importance in ancient times when 
loyalty to one’s city was thought more of than 
loyalty to one’s country. The ethnological con- 
dition of the poor in our cities then engrossed the 
attention of the lecturer. He described the sweat- 
ing system, the tenement-house district and its 
morals. The people for want of some better place 
to go are driven into saloons, thus increasing their 
own miserable condition. In conclusion the lect- 
urer said : 

“The ethical society, the Liberal league, the 
neighborhood guild, should everywhere outbid the 
gilded saloon in that great auction mart where hu- 
man souls are the merchandise. The tenement- 
house should be visited and renovated and in time 
abolished altogether. Reading-rooms should be 
established, cheerfully lighted, with attractiv pict- 
ures on their walls; coffee-rooms where wholesome 
nourishment can be obtained at all hours. All 
comers should be welcomed without patronage or 
condescension and entertainment furnished at 
prices low enough to compete with the neighboring 
saloon. Popular instruction of a secular sort, in 
science, hygiene, history, literature, and art should 
be furnished at a small fee; since gratuitous charity 
is never an unmixed good. Then shall the city of 
the future become in fact and in its totality what it 
should be in accordance with the philosophy of 
social evolution—the noblest product of man in his 
associated capacity, a city set upon a hill, a beacon- 
light to toiling humanity throughout the world.” 

The discussion that followed was largely re- 
stricted to giving suggestions. Mr. Wilder thought 
education was the best way of elevating the masses. 
Mr. Wakeman thought that by taking away from 


the people the idea of a heaven above, and teaching 
them of an attainable heaven on earth, much good 
would be accomplished. Mr. Bird in speaking of 
the sweating system said that the social system 
which had brought about such a condition of affairs 
should be blamed rather than the men who were at 
the head of the barbarous business. Messrs. 
Walker, Gillen, and Brill, and-Mrs. Smith also made 
a few remarks. 

Next Sunday Mr. Henry Rowley will lecture on 
“The Christian Scheme of Salvation.” 


It is commonly said that few things interest 
educated New Yorkers less than the city govern- 
ment, since they hav so little share in the choosing 
of its chief officials and the management of its 
revenues. Yet when Professor Adler chose for 
his subject “The Difficulty of Reform in New York 
City,” and announced that he would pay particular 
attention to the governmental difficulty, the same 
enthusiastic audience crowded Chickering Hall. 
One old gentlemen became so excited during the 
lecture that having put his hat on in order that he 
might hav his hands free to applaud, he forgot to take 
his chapeau off again, but so interested was the 
audience that this fact went unnoticed. Professor 
Adler said in part: 

“Reformers of all ages hav met with certain dif- 
ficulties. Their paths are never strewn with roses; 
in fact, they are more often covered with sharp 
eae This is especially true of reformers in this 
city. 

“As itis important that one should know one- 
self, so it is important that a citizen should know 
his city. New York is a commercial city. Many of 
its best citizens are given to the accumulation of 
wealth. Here the men of money occupy the first 
position. The men of genius occupy a place of 
secondary importance. This is not so in Paris, 
London, or Berlin. One of the causes of failure of 
reform in this city is the lack of unity of action and 
feeling. In this city there is a German city, an 
Irish city, a Bohemian city, etc., ete. Between 
each of these there are social barriers that are 
seemingly insurmountable. There is also an 
absence of a center toward which all can turn. The 
intellectual center of Boston is Harvard College. 
We hav nothing like it. It is true that there is in 
the city a great deal of brain power, but it is not 
focused. The men of brains are scattered about 
in different clubs, and these hav their different 
cliques. Cliquism is the curse of New York life. 
And so, owing to this want of an intellectual center, 
a man who has areform to propose must, in order to 
be heard, appeal to that class with which he is well 
acquainted. Reforms that might do a world of 
good thus become ‘class’ reforms and are generally 
frowned on by other classes. 

“The want of a social center is also to be re- 
gretted. If we had an aristocracy there would be 
more unity of action. True aristocracy is not 
founded on birth alone, which is really a considera- 
tion. There are other elements, such as promi- 
nence ih science and art, service to the state, etc. 
The aristocracy of England holds its own because 
it is continually strengthening itself by taking in 
the men who hav won distinction in science and 
literature. Our aristocracy has lost its power be- 
cause it rolls in luxury and consists only of those 
who hav money. It is in fact a hindrance instead 
of a help to reform progress. 

“Our municipal government is a standing re- 
proach. We hav no more say than do the people 
in the heart of Africa. Out of the disorganization 
that I hav described there has arisen an organiza- 
tion, which is complete in its way. It is to this or- 
ganization that we are in a state of servitude. 
Twenty years ago the club which rules this city 
was the most disreputable organization on the face 
of the earth. It had on it a load of infamy which 
would hav ruined any other forever. To-day it is 
our acknowledged master. Even if the acts of this 
government were excellent we would still consider 
it intolerable. We must remember that it must not 
only bea government for the people, but a govern- 
ment by the people. The city government is a 
great impediment in the way of social reform. It 
must be cleared out, and our only hope lies in or- 
ganization.” 

Next Sunday Mr. W. Sheldon, of the Ethical 
Society of St. Louis, will speak on “The Coming 
Leaders and Statesmen.” 


Raymond S. Perrin was the lecturer before the 
Manhattan Liberal Club Friday evening, April 14th. 
The lecture was on “The Christian Religion.”. In 
opening the lecturer said: “ Religion is a phase of 
intellectual development; no nation or community 
has ever developed without experiencing it. Most 
religions contain the grossest superstitions, and it 
is the extent and age of these superstitions that 


has led a certain school of philosophers to declare 
that superstition is a constant quantity. Those of 
us who hav been brought up under Christian influ- 
ences know how hard it is after years of study to 
throw off the various superstitions. Inthe Apocry- 
phal New Testament there are mentioned fourteen 
miraculous cures effected by the bath water of 
young Jesus. Noone believes these, yet the equally 
absurd miracles of the New Testament itself are 
believed by over one-half the men of the United 
States in spite of their education. 

« What counts in the Christian religion of to-day 
is the principle of humanity which it has fostered 
more than any other religion.” Mr. Perrin said 
that it was to this principle partly that the conver- 
sion of the Roman empire was due. “ Seven-eighths 
of the Christian religion is false, but on account of 
that one-eighth which is good and true let us respect 
the religion. It is by that one-eighth that wonder- 
ful social and moral reforms hav been wrought.” 
In concluding the lecturer made some excellent re- 
marks about the doctrin of immortality. He said 
that while it was an illogical belief and the refuge 
of those who cannot look the truth in the face, it 
was also decidedly selfish. 

Dr. Foote in opposing the lecturer said he did 
not think the Christian religion was worth respect- 
ing. Mr. Macdonald made some remarks sui generis. 
Mr. Wakeman upheld the views expressed by the 
lecturer. The other critics were Mr. Oppenheimer 
and Dr. Ward. 

Mr. O. P. Loomis delivered an interesting lecture 
on “ Ancient Astronomy and Religion” Sunday af- 
ternoon at the meeting of the Brooklyn Philosoph- 
ical Association. The lecturer claimed that all re- 
ligions hav their rise in the worship of astronomical 
bodies. He also explained some of the more ab- 
struse astronomical problems. Messrs. Elwell and 
Silsby criticised the lecturer adversely. Mr. Rowley 
made some interesting remarks, ably supporting 
Mr. Loomis. The other critics were Mr. Hanson 
and Rev. D. E. Mason. Next Sunday Prof. R. E. 
Mayne will lecture on “The Coming Man.” 


Colonel Ingersoll’s Lecture Engagements. 


Colonel Ingersoll will make a short lecturing tour, be. 
ginning this month, and his dates are as follows: 


Buffalo, N. Y., April 18 | Columbus, O., 
Toronto, Ont., ‘¢ 20 | Dayton, O., st 


Hamilton, Ont., ‘¢ 21! Fort Wayne, Ind, ‘ 
London, Ont., “ 22 | Indianapolis, Ind., ‘‘ 
Rochester, N. Y., ‘* | 24| Evansville, Ind., s 
Syracuse, N. Y.,  “ 25 | Terre Haute, Ind., ‘ 


ED? Crm COD a 


Cincinnati, O., St. Louis, Mo., fs 

Liberals living in the vicinity of these cities can learn 
the locations of the halls and theaters from local papers. 
Probably most of our readers around these places will make 
something of a journey to hear these lectures, and they 
will be well repaid for their trouble. 


How to Help The Truth Seeker. 


‘1. When renewing get a friend to subscribe and thus 
save a half dollar apiece. 

2. Get your newsdealer to display it on his stand or in 
his shop window. Be sure that he displays the pictures. 

3. Get your newsdealer to keep in stock one or more 
copies, with your guarantee to take off his handg,at the 
end of the week any that remain unsold. If he exhibits 
them the pictures alone will sell them. 

4. Take a few extra copies and circulate them among 
your acquaintances. On your request, we will send you 
pback-number sample copies free. 

5. Leave a copy occasionally where it will be picked up 
—in the train, in the factory, in the meeting-room, in the 
cigar store, in the barber-shop. Leave it picture-side up. 

6. Keep in your pocket some of our cheap tracts and 
when convenient hand one to a friend. 

7. Get a new subscriber by pers uading some friend to 
take it. 


Lectures and Meetings. 


Tux Brooklyn Philosophical Association’s program for 
this month is: 

April 23d, Prof. R. E. Mayne, ‘‘ The Coming Man.” 

April 30th, 8. H. Wilder, ‘‘Science Falsely So Called,” 

The Association meets Sundays at 3 P m. at Fraternity 
Hall, Bedford avenue and South Second street, E. D. 


At the Manhattan Liberal Club, 220 East Fifteenth 
street, Friday evenings, the program for April is: 


April 2ist, Lizzie Ward, ‘‘ Women’s Skirts.” 
April 28th, Reuben Rusb, ‘ Life and Death.” 


ee Se 
Wouldn’t Be Wooed With Prayer. 


A very good young man in town, says the Atchison 
Daily Globe, called on a girl the other evening, and after 
talking a few moments asked her if she would hav any 
objection to his offering up a prayer. 

She said no, and he got down on his knees and told the 
Lord that he intended to ask the young woman then 
present to be his wife,and that he hoped he would move 
her to consent. : 

After exhorting fifteen minutes he arose to his feet, 
but the girl left the room and has steadily refused to see 
him since.— Boston Daily Globe. 
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Letters of Griends. 


Believes in Encouraging Freethought 
Propaganda. 
Corvauuis, ORE., March 27, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: I inclose $5.50 for the 
subscription of myself and a new sub- 
scriber, and two copies of ‘‘ Crimes of 
Preachers.” Your paper is the best 
publication on earth. You are deserving 
many compliments and much encourage- 
ment of a substantial ($’s) nature for your 
able and successful management of THE 
TRUTH SEEKER. Jonn Lona. 


God Analyzed Into Nothing. 
Cxicaco, Iur., April 3, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: J do not think that A. Au- 
gusta Chapman has read Col. Jno. R. 
Kelso’s ‘‘sledge-hammer logic ” My ad- 
vice to friend Augusta is to read ‘‘ The 
Bible Analyzed,” price $3; or ‘‘ Deity 
Analyzed,” price $1. Either may shake 
Augusta’s faith. For sale by the Truth 
Seeker Company. All kinds of gods and 
infinit beings are analyzed in either of the 
above books. Kelso leaves nothing un- 
said about God that is worth saying. 
Respectfully, E. W. Brown. 


Pleased With Such a Rarity. 

Stovan, Wis., March 25, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: I had been seeking for 
such a paper since I left school, And now 
I hav found it. I cannot express my de- 
light, I did not know there was such a 
paper published in our free country. I 
assure you I will do anything in my power 
to enlarge your circulation. Inclosed 
find several names of persons who I think 
will subscribe for your paper. Muy THE 
TRUTH SEEKFR hav success. I think it 
will hav the largest circulation of all pa- 

pers some day. FERDINAND BOUDINCE. 


He Shows How Weak Are the Christian 
Evidences. 

CINCINNATI, O., Apr. 8, 1893. 
Mr. Enpiror: Franklin Steiner, from 
Des Moines, lectured for our society on 
Sunday night, April 2d, to a large audi- 
ence in Douglass Hall. Mr. Steiner, as 
your readers are aware, is making his 
first lecturing trip, and there seems to be 
no doubt that he will make a successful 
speaker. His lecture was a masterly 
arraignment of Christianity at the bar of 
history, and his references and citations 
were copious and well arranged so as to 
show the weakness of the Christian 
evidences very clearly. We can recom- 
mend him to other Liberal societies, Our 

society is in a flourishing condition. 
Anprew Hoce, Secretary. 


Likes the Exposure of Christianity’s 
Borrowed Character. 
Portacer, Wis., March 27, 1893. 

Mr. Enprror: I inclose post-office order 
for he ‘‘Freethinker’s Pictorial Text- 
Book,” ‘‘ Old Testament Stories Comically 
Illustrated,” and one photograph of Col. 
R. G. Ingersoll and granddaughter. My 
pooks and papers received allright. I am 
very much pleased with the last cartoon 
in Taus TRUTH SEEKER of the stolen 
rubbish. We are gaining ground. If 
every person would be honest with them- 
selvs Infidelity would be the popular 
thought of to-day. As soon as I read my 
paper it is sent to some friend with a wish 
to read and send to some of their friends. 
I feel in that way good will come. 

Yours for the truth always, 
Mrs. S. Racr. 


The Lectures Hit the Right Spot. 

Curnton, Ia., March 26, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: I judge it will be pleasing 
to yourself and the rest of the ‘‘ truth 
seekers” to know that on Wednesday and 
Thursday evenings of last week we were 
treated to two very pleasing lectures by 
Franklin Steiner, of Des Moines. I never 
heard a more general favorable verdict 
than that given by those who listened to 
the lectures. The audiences seemed so 
completely captivated that all yawning 
and shuffling of feet was done away with. 
The weather was very unfavorable, 
‘Wednesday being a very rainy day, never- 
theless we had very good audiences both 
evenings. And Mr. Steiner, after a warm 
good-bye on Friday morning, left us re- 
joicing. He is a bright young fellow, and 


it seems safe to predict a successful future 
for him in the lecture field. 
JAMES A. GREENHILL. 


Promis of Correct Pilotage Through the 
Sky. 
Missovuna, Mont., March 22, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: I saw to-day what amused 
me, and will with your permit giv it you. 
The Rev. J. J. Campbell, Presbyterian 
minister of this place, has his shingle 
hung cut in the same block where I am 
doing business. Jt reads: 
“ TuE Rev. J. J. CAMPBFRLL, 
Room 15 and 16, third floor.” 
Some wag changed it to read: 


“Tue Rev. J. J. CAMPBELL, 
Official Sky-pilot. 
Right direction given or money refunded. 
Men and Women joined together.” 


Yours, A, M. Srnvens. 


God Addressed by Post-Office. 

Mr. Eprror:’ The following letter has 
been mailed to “God,” in the Seattle 
post-office, Washington, if not delivered 
in ten years to be returned to the writer. 
The following is a fac-simile of the en- 
velope and letter (letter unsealed): 

{_. if not delivered 

in ten years return 

to Chas. F. Blackburn, 


Seattle, Wash., U.S. A 
Terrestrial Globe. 


” 


To "Jesus Curist,” “ Gop,” or ** Hoy Guost.” 
“ Heaven,” 
B Da Universe. 
Via “the Christian ” Route. 
„P. O. Box No. (?), Street No. (7) 
(See ‘l'almage, Jos. Cook, or the Pope). 


Szattun, Wasa., U. S. A., 
March 26, ‘*93” (2) 

To ‘*Gop,” ‘Jesus Curist,” or ‘* Hoty 
Guost,” Sir: There are a great many 
things that are not right going on in this 
world, and I respectfully ask that you, 
with all your omnipotence, will, at the 
earliest convenience, come ‘‘down” or 
“up,” and help make things right. Much 
helpneeded! For more than twenty years 
I hav observed an immense amount of in- 
justice, error, crime, and wickedness, that 
makes me doubt your existence. Come 
soon and oblige, Yours truly, 

Cuas. F. BLACKBURN, 
Seattle, Wash., Terrestrial Globe. 


Would That the Church Would Wait for 
Him to Build It. 

West HARRISVILLE, Micu., Feb. 16, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: ! like your paper first-rate. 
I read it all through and then I send it 
where I think it will do the most gond. I 
bav sent some of them as much as two 
hundred miles from here. West Harris- 
ville has about six hundred population 
and has got no church. The Christians 
hav started to build one. They hav got 
the frame up and they cannot go avy 
farther for want of money, and I hope it 
will stay that way till I finish it, and I 
know it never would be finished. There 
is a preacher who comes here once a 
week. He preaches in the schoolhouse, 
He gets a few women and girls and two or 
three men who I think hav a soft spot in 
their heads. There is only one Liberal 
here with me that I know of, and he takes 
the Boston Investigator. He is not afraid 
to show his colors. I am, 

For liberty, EDMUND Apsry. 


Important—A Divine Revelation Made! 
ORILLA, March 8, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: Send me seven copies 
from this on and you will oblige me. If 
there is any reading matter that you can 
send I willsee that it will go into good 
hands. 

I had a revelation from heaven the 
other day. There were two things I 
wanted to know. The first was, Did Jesus 
Christ ever liv? The other was, Was 
it right for me to sue a neighbor that 
owed me a debt of $60? So I submitted 
my case to Godin prayer. I went to my 
closet, closed my eyes, raised my face to 
heaven, and put the first question straight: 
“ O God, tell me, did Christ ever Jiv? and 
if so, was he God?” I remained in that 
position until I got tired. Nota word 
came. Not a thought, for or against, 
came tomy brain. So Iam left in doubt 
on that score. But now for the other 
question. I took the same position and in 
a loud voice asked God if I should gue an 
acquaintunce for that $60. In a moment 
the answer came: ‘Press him and get 
your money.” A revelation from heaven 
came and told me to ‘go for him—that he 
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had owed me long enough and if I did not 
getit now he would never pay me. So. 
I obeyed the command of God, put the 
case in court, and in a few days will hav 
my cash. Someof your readers may say 
this is all moonshine, but when they come 
to die they will repent and call on God to 
help them out of trouble the same as I did. 
T. W. MOFFATT. 


Try the Atonement Plan on Yourself. 

BEEBE, Arx,, March 21, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: Please let me hav one more 
dash at superstition. Ihav just been read- 
ing Brother Putnam's letter in Tur TRUTH 
Srexenr of Sept. 17, 1892, and it has filled 
me with enthusiasm. I feel that the time 
has come for all Freethinkers to act, talk, 
think, and write. There was a time when 
reason was unpopular, too much so to even 
talk about, but that time is past and the 
world is ready for reform. Since the 
writer became a Liberalist he has not 
only studied the mistakes of Christian 
dogmas, but I hav talked with many 
church-members, and find most of them 
half Infidels. Many say, It does look 
strange thet Jesus should be Christ, God, 
and the Holy Ghost, and create men to 
kill him because he was so displeased with 
his own creation, and that he should send 
men to an everlasting hell for the crime of 
murder, when he laid the pattern himself 
by the sacrifice of his copartner in heaven, 
and that partner hisown body. So say the 
trinity Christians. And now, my denr 
Christian reader, let me say to you, 
perhaps you, like God of old, hav a large 
family of children, boys and girls who be- 
lieve you to be a just and loving father. 
Tf one of the girls eate forbidden fruit and 
displeases you, suppose you get some of 
the boys to take you out and nail you up 
to a tree to appease your anger, and by so 
doing practice what you preach. If that 
same action once saved a lost and ruined 
world, it might save your family. One 

theory is just as reasonable as the other. 


You say you are afraid to doubt the 


Bible for fear you will do wrong. Let me 
say, Did you ever know a good man who 
was afraid to hav his work and his life in- 
vestigated? Would a good father be angry 
if his son asked him if his works were a)l 
true? You say not. Well, ask God, 
through all the medium you hav, his own 
book, if itis all true and gord. Surely if 
he be a just, true, and loving God he will 
not damn, and if you find no contradiction 
and nothing but honest facts, and you hav 
no reason to doubt, then you do not believe 
but you know itis true. But if you find 
that Matthew says a thing is one way, 
Mark says it is another way, and John an- 
other, each entirely different, then begin 
to think and ask yourself it it would not be 
well to look up the veracity of those four 
inspired gents and see if they are all re- 
liable and truthful. Then read the four 
different stories about the deathand resur- 
rection. Now read St. Luke xix, 27. Then 
you may doubt justa little his being the 
son of God. God himself, and the Holy 
Ghost. Then read where Mary gave the 
whole thing away in St. Luke ii, 48. Then 
remember that you hav been taught to be- 
lieve that this was the only true, loving, 
merciful God who foreknew all things, 
Then turn back and read Num, xxxi, then 
you may begin to get your eyes opened, 
and think, ‘‘ Perhaps those worthies hav 
been writing about the wrong God.” Then 
send for TuE TRUTH SEEKER and tbe book 
called ‘‘The Bible of Bibles.” Then, if 
you are & man or woman of reason, we may 
expect you to join our Freethought Fed- 
eration and help us to build up moral 
science and true religion, which are to giv 
light and reason to our fellows. 
. Gro. B. WYATT. 


Hopes the Canadian Northwest Will 
Counterbalance Catholic Quebec. 
Bourrato, N. Y., March 31, 1893. 

Mr. Epiron: I read your paper with 
pleasure, and consider the contributions 
of Oswald and of Macdonald valuable 
acquisitions. Some of the friends, how- 
ever, are very dogmatic and unfair. They 
denounce all Christians instead of the 
superstitions that they teach. This is 
about on & par with the words of Talmage: 
“ First, I warn you to shun the skeptic.” 
Some others keep rehashing the old, old 
stories, as though they could improve on 


the language of Ingersoll. Some one gets f 


hold of a threadbare myth and dwells 
upon it to the extent of half a column and 
the discomfort of the reader. 

I think you take a wrong view of annex- 
ation, Itis true that in Quebec the lily- 
white neck of Liberty is under the orthodox 
hoof, but consider, learned sir, that those 
people are increasing rapidly, that com- 
parativly few of them go to the Canadian 
northwest because of the cold clir ate, but 
that they immigrate to this country and in 
spite of yourself you are getting from 
over the border sufficient of the rosary 
and graven image to contaminate your 
school system. The Canadian Northwest 
will hold about fifty million people, and if 
annexed to this country, would, in a few 
years, contain enough cool-headed Scan- 
dinavians to counteract the one and a 
quarter million French Catholics that 
annexation would bring. 

I am attending a business college here 
where lady students are numerous and 
old-fashioned religion is rampant. 
Churches became the topic of conversa- 
tion one leisure hour, and when asked what 
church I adhered to I said I liked the 
Unitarian the best but saw no use in the 
prayers they made; that I had long since 
ceased to pray, never having received any 
good from it. Then up spake a fair 
follower of the messiah, and asked what I 
did when misfortune frowned upon me. 
“ Fair fetich-worshiper,” quoth I, respect- 
fully, ‘‘I lean upon the arm of flesh and 
endeavor to retain mine equanimity.” 
“ But,” queried she, ‘‘ if the arm of flesh 
fails thee?” ‘‘ If the arm of flesh fails me 
I cease to lean, I topple over, so to speak, 
and that is just what the devotee must do 
notwithstanding the long prayer.” By 
way of proving special providence one 
lady told of a very good man who was 
foreordained to miss an ill-fated train by 
about one minute’s time. The train went 
through a bridge and about two hundred 
people were lost. I told her it was saying 
little for the uplifting power of Christianity 
when only one out of so many was worth 
keeping onearth. Then they told me to go 
into my room, read the Bible, and pray, 
and that I might get back my faith in 
eternal hell, but I respectfully declined. 
Once I went to the mission Sunday-school 
on Canal street, and among the scholars 
there appeared to be more Italians than 
any other nationality, children from under 
the very shadow of the Vatican, where 
the mother of modern superstition, in- 
stead of enlightening, has sat upon the 
people for so many centuries; and these 
children are to be civilized by the supersti- 
tions that degraded their ancestors, The 
superintendent offered me a class to teach, 
but again I declined the Christien propo- 
sition. 

I distribute my papers and get many a 
harsh look from those whom I befriend. 
At sight of one of the pretty pictures one 
gentleman shuddered and then became 
enraged, like Byron's angry Turk in 
“The Giaour ?— 


Then curl’d his very beard with ire, 
And glared his eye with fiercer fire. 


J. H. PINKERTON. 


How They Got Fair-Closing Votes in 
Missouri, 

MR. Eprror: J. E. Remsburg lectured 
last night at the Haven Opera House 
on Sunday closing of the World’s Fair, 
The audience was small, but the lecture 
immense. He told some of the methods 
of getting names to the Sunday-closing 
petitions, and I want to giv your readers 
an ideg of how they did it in Missouri, 

I sometimes go to church, but not often 
on account of my aversion to blasphemy, 
I was raised in a relisious family, and no 
doubt this is owing somewhat to my early 
teaching, and I scarcely ever attend church 
without hearing the preacher say some- 
thing about the deity, such that if he 
would say the same about my father I 
would kick him outdoors. 

But this time I was destined to hear a 
sermon on Sabbath-breaking of the regular 
old Puritan order, after which a paper was 
read with regard to Sunday closing of the 
World’s Fair, that for bigotry and unfair- 
ness and all-round meanness I think can't 
be matched this side of hades. 

There were less than three hundred per- 
sons in the church, four-fifths of whom 
were women and children, to whom the 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. APRIL 22, 1893. 


- preacher appealed something in this style: 
‘*Now, my hearers, after all you hav 
listened to to-day, do you want the Wor'd’s 
Fair opened on Sunday? Do you want 
the saloons of Chicago opened on Sunday? 
Do you want the dance-houses, the houses 
of prostitution, the gambling hells, and 
the low resorts of vice and. ruin, open on 
Sunday ? Do you want all kinds of intoxi- 
cating liquors to be sold in the World’s 
Fair buildings on Sunday? If not, let 
each and every one of you stand up!” 

OF course, after such an appeal as that 
nearly three-fourths of the congregation 
arose to their feet. After they were seated, 
the preacher continued: ‘‘1 see some in 
the assembly did not stand up. Now, do: 
T understand from that that they want all 
these places open on the Lord’s day? and 
want liquor to be sold in the buildings? I 
cannot think they do; but I will put it an- 
other way, and I trust there is not a man 

_or woman in this house, or a monster in 
human shape, that will respond. But if 
there is I want every man, woman, and 
child within the sound of my voice to look 
so they will know him or her, and if there 
is one so void of shame as to respond I 
want you all to make it your solemn duty, 
and think it a privilege, to point the finger 
of scorn at him or her if they meet on the 
street; to boycott him or her; to, in fact, 
make it so hot for the party so responding 
that he or she cannot liv in this Christian 
community; and when they go hence, as 
they will be compelled to, to make it your 
business to find out their destination, and 
write letters of warning to those living in 
such town, city, or country, of the kind of 
characters that are coming amongst them, 
so they may not be enabled to even land 
their goods; and so keep them moving 
uutil they find there is no place for them, 
and that they are vagabonds and outcasts 
on earth, just as they should be.” 

After this appeal, during the recital of 
which he fairly frothed at the mouth, 
showing all the malignancy of a freshly 
caged hyena, he again repeated the former 
list, placing, as he did before, the whole 
together, and then asked all who were in 
favor of having all these places open on 
Sunday, and favored the selling of liquor 
in the World’s Fair buildings, to stand up; 
and remain standing until all in the house 
could get a good look at them. Of coursé 
no one stood up. . 

I, however, came near doing so, and tell- 
ing him just what I thought of him, and 
his way of putting the proposition. 

Well, the result was that a petition went 
from that church with a full vote for 
closing. And that was the way they did 
it in, at least, one church in Missouri. 

S. T. 5. 


Lectures on Morals, on How Criminals 
Are Produced, Ete. 


Norsz, Tex., March 20, 1893. 

Mr. Eorror: As we hav had the pleasure 
of having some lectures delivered by Mrs. 
Mattie P. Krekel, of Kansas City, Mo., 
allow me space in your columns for the 
following condensed report. 

Mrs. Krekel delivered two lectures at 
Clifton and one at Norse on February 11th 
and 12th to good and attentiv audiences. 
These lectures awakened such an interest 
in Liberalism—in fact, created such an 
enthusiasm, actually converting several 
persons from the darkness of orthodoxy 
to the glorious light of Liberalism—that 
we were enabled, I am gratified to say, to 
make further arrangements for five more 
lectures—two at Meridian, two at Norse; 
and one at Clifton. f 

-Mrs Krekel delivered a lecture at 
Meridian on March 9th. Subject: ‘‘ Old 
and New Theories; Primitiv Man’s Im- 
pression; Scientific Man’s Conception of 
Nature,” to a very attentiv audience. The 
Bosque Citizen, printed at Meridian, Tex., 
has this to say of the lecture: ‘‘Mrs. 
Mattie P. Krekel, the lecturer on ‘The 
Progress of Civilization and Science,’ was 
greeted with an intelligent and attentiv 
audience at Fossett Hall in this city last 
Thursday night. Her remarks were dif- 
ferent from those generally heard from 
the stand. Her words were clean-cut, 
her literary and historie erudition 
ample in her chosen field, and her refer- 
ences to the sciences of antiquity and 
modern times striking and refreshing. 


251. 


She is a graphic, vivacious speaker, and 
withal, good-looking. Her style and 
language were dignified and chaste, her 
elocution smooth, and her rhetoric, 
coupled with appropriate gestures, in- 
teresting and impressiv. Several gentle- 
men congratulated the lady at the conclu- 
sion of her lecture. She thinks freely, and 
is a Freethinker, and has evidently read a 
large number of works inimical to estab- 
lished theocracy.” 

This I consider avery good and com- 
mendatory notice of the lecture, especially 
so for a country newspaper, issued in such 
an orthodox town as is Meridian, Tex. 

Despite special efforts made by the ortho- 
dox Christians of Meridian to keep people 
away, Mrs. Krekel was greeted with a 
larger audience the second night—7. e., on 
Friday night, March 10th—when she de- 
livered ner excellent lecture on ‘‘ Evolu- 
tion of Morals.” She compared the morals 
taught in each of the historical religions 
—and also its speculations—and pointed 
out that the moral part of each 1s a natural 
product of the time and grew out of the 
soil in which it flourished. But I shall 
not attempt to giv a synopsis of her lect- 
ures. They must bs heard to be appre- 
ciated. ‘ 

The Bosque Zagle, another paper pub- 
lished at Meridian, Bosque county, Tex., 
says: ‘*Mrs. Mattie Krekel’s lectures last 
Thursday and Friday nights, at Meridian, 
were well attended. Mrs. Krekel is a 
lady of refinement, a fine reasoner, and 
her lectures are indeed an able effort in 
behalf of the sentiment of Freethinking.” 


Saturday night, March 11th, we had 
the pleasure of listening to a very good 
lecture on ‘‘Woman’s Equality Before 
the Law,”’ delivered by Mrs. Krekel at 
Norse. She pointed out some of the 
many great and oppressiv legal disabilities 
with which woman is confronted and 
which she is compelled to labor under 
to-day even in this, our boasted land of 
freedom, despite the advancement made 
in the more equal educational facilities 
enjoyed to-day compared with thirty or 
forty years ago. 

The Norse schoolhouse was nearly filled 
Sunday night by a very interested audi- 
ence, who listened with almost breathless 
attention to a highly interesting lecture 
on *‘ Our Criminal Class—How Produced; 
the Responsibility; the Remedy.” This 
subject was treated with the skill and 
ability of a deep thinker, who had 
thoroughly mastered her subject. She 
pointed out how this class was mainly pro- 
duced through the trinity of causes— 
heredity, poverty, and ignorance. Where 
the chief responsibility rested was clearly 
indicated, and eftectiv remedies were sug- 
gested for the prevention of crime and the 
reformation of criminals. But I must 
draw my article to a close. 

Mrs. Krekel closed her lectures in 
Bosque county, Tex., with her lecture on 
“ Our Government—Christian Encroach- 
ments Upon Civil Liberty,” delivered at 
Clifton on March 13th. 

Mrs. Krekel has done much to forward 
the cause of Liberalism in our midst here. 
She is a well equipped and able represent- 
ativ and exponent of constructiv Liberal- 
ism. She is not of the destructiv order— 
merely tearing down old ideas—but in- 
stead of this she tries first to allay prej- 
udices ond avoids direct thrusts at the 
superstitions of the credulous, anu thus 
averts shocking or repulsing them. She 
then proceeds to adroitly undermine the 
foundations, or to show the want of 
a foundation, of these old doctrins, theories, 
and speculations, and ably presents the 
indisputable facts of the recognized and 
undeniable truths of science. In short, 
opens the vision to the eternal and im- 
mutable laws of nature and of the universe 
—in short, presents truth, science, 
Liberalism. T. THEO. Cotwiok. 


No Taxation Without Representation for 
i Woman, a 

San BERNARDINO, CAL., Feb. 28, 1892. 

Mr. Eprror: Your noble paper has 
often moved my heart to such a degree 
that I hav felt I must take the liberty to 
send my grateful thanks for the brave and 
able manner in which liberty is defended 
and error, bigotry, and intolerance are 
exposed. 


in which you and your able correspond- 
ents are so courageously engaged. We 
prize your paper above all others, and 


ing influences. 


ally said No. 


Itisa grand and greatly needed work 


and liberat- 
We see in it a hope 
for the future of America. We see 
here patriotism strong enough to stand up 
against all odds and bravely speak the 
truth. Yet on the much-vexed woman 
sufrage a California correspondent ex- 
hibits more of the old-time narrow preju- 
dices against that much-abused sex than 
enlightenment equal to the times. He 
star's off with the enunciation that 
“Woman will abolish what little liberty 
we hav’’—that is, of course, if she gets 
the ballot. 

Experience is the only true knowlege 
which cannot be denied. Now let the 
anxious would-be Liberal turn his inquir- 
ing gaze on the state of Wyoming, where 
woman suffrage has been tried very satis- 
factorily. An effort was made some time 
ago to restore the right exclusivly to the 
male population, but the people emphatic- 


realize its enlightening 


Theory sounds very well, and may be so 
served up with sophistry as to receive uni- 
versal acceptance, and yet be wholly want- 
ing when put to a practical test. 

Nowhere is this more plainly and con- 
clusivly seen than on the woman question. 
It has been ably argued that women were 
incapable of higher education, that the 
female mind could not cope with the ab- 
struse subjects of collegiate course. She 
lacked strength and depth. That theorv 
has been abundantly exploded by actual 
experience. Time and again young 
women hav carried off the prize in our 
highest institutions of learning in those 
very branches men were so sure were 
wholly beyond her ken. 


The next beautiful theory which the 
unselfish gallantry of the sterner sex 
brings to her rescue is physical inability, 
and hard they hav labored to prove 
by well-chosen words that woman’s health 
must be irrevocably broken by the long 
severe strain of a university course. 

But again it has been proved by actual 
test that there is no need of anxiety on 
this point, since the president of one of 
our leading colleges has declared that by 
proper physical culture carried along with 
the mental the girls will come out with 
their sheepskins and yet retain all their 
physical vigor. 

Young men can claim no more for their 
powers of exertion and endurance. Leta 
boy start out with the sim of climbiny to 
the topmost round of the ladder of learu- 
ing, regardless of health and the demands 
of the physical for an equal show, and how 
long before nature’s broken: laws make 
protest? He'll never get there! 

No man claiming for himself the name 
of Liberal should intrench himself be- 
hind an ancient prejudice, and expect to 
keep pace with the more advanced truth 
seeker. He will soon see cause for alarm. 

Now, if your correspondent were main- 
taining the authority of the Bible, he 
would be all right. Women were allowed 
no privileges in the dispensation recorded 
iu its sacred pages, and to more jealously 
guard against any error creeping into his 
holy command, God most explicitly for- 
bid any woman writing any part or having 
any influence in the make-up of his holy 
word. The glorious claim to perfection 
attained by those ancient male lawgivers, 
no Liberal would care to share. 

To many & man not endowed with a 
great breadth of vision a small obstruction 
becomes very huge. It is likea man going 
behind a barn to get a fine view of a lovely 
landscape. Whereas, if he but get away 
from the barn, above it, so that light from 
all parts of the glorious prospect may con- 
verge on the retina of his eye, his whole 
being will be thrilled with a delightful 
pleasure. 

The intrinsic justice of the principle 
of representation before taxation, or to 
put it as those immortal patriots who 
poured out their blood and treasure in its 
defense, ‘‘No taxation without repre- 
sentation,” no Liberal can afford to deny. 
Liberals are fighting for truth, justice, 
and liberty. Can half the population be 
slave and the other half free? 

The gentleman further says, quoting 


from another, 
littleness of dress, novel-reading, gossip, 
etc., and that outside of that her mind is a 
blank.” 
your correspondent affirms with alacrity. 


‘She must realize the 


Truer words were never spoken, 


Surprising fact that a gentleman pro- 


fessing to be up to the times iu intelli- 
gence and sincerity could at one “fell 
swoop” 
that idle, thoughtless class who spend 
their time in an effort to be amused with 


encompass all womankind in 


the soap-bubbles of literature, or for a 
change in that most irksome of all pas- 
times, dressing themselvs and talking 
about each other. 

If this is the kind of mother that nour- 
ished the brain of this timorous Liberal 
we can easily understand why he has made 
no better progress. If such are his sisters 
we can heartily excuse him, begging him 
to take comfort, regardless of the attitude 
of the Freethought press on woman 
suffrage. For this class of females no 
more represent the great mass of toiling, 
striving womanhood thau the corseted 
dude with his right eyeglass covered, his 
mouth curling clouds of tobacco smoke 
under his aristocratic nose, and twirling 
his slender cane, as he drawling expounds 
the merits of the latest novel or the pros- 
pects of the coming horserace or perchance 
the outcome of the last night’s faro-game, 
What truth or justice classing all men in 
this category? just as correct and fair as 
that the aforesaid female represents all 
womankind. 

The remarks of a lady schoolteacher 
caused the gentlewan another tremor of 
anxiety and fright. She said, “If we 
could only vote, we would soon put a stop 
to the liquor business, and the first thing 
we would hav a Sunday law in California,” 
Now, this Sunday law has been tried in 
California, and who of us that hav been 
here a)l the time could detect the slightest 
difference now and when we had a law? 
Besides, a lady schoolteacher can no more 
predict what the women of California 
wonld vote for than anyone else. 

The women of California are a pro- 
gressiv, intelligent class, as much as the 
men. ‘Then, as tothe liquor business, 
what man, not directly interested in its 
traffic, could find fault with the first- 
mentioned aim of this lady’s ballot had 
she one? 

To destroy the liquor business would be 
be to lay low at one stroke the incarnation 
of all villanies, the greatest foe of human 
happiness, the most potent factor of hu- 
man slavery and degradation. 

To destroy the liquor business would be 
to vanquish more enemies to our freedom 
and unbiased equality than the civil war 
wiped out with all its wealth of treasure 
and blood. 

Who does not know what baneful in- 
fluences hav been at work for many, 
many years, through the medium of liquor 
in the hands of unscrupulous polificians. 
With this powerful factor and the mill- 
ions of ignorant, superstitious emigrants 
from priest-ridden countries across the 
Atlantic, they hav transformed the con- 
dition of our once happy country till now 
it were far more truthfol to sing of 
America as the land of the coward and 
the home of the slave, than that old song: 
The Jand of the free and the home of the 

brave. 

How can any American, knowing the 
manner of manipulating elections and its 
far-reaching effects for evil, find fault 
with any plan to rid it of its greatest evil? 
How can any American knowing the part 
the scum of Europe has had in shaping 
politics in our suffering land, bring the 
charge of ignorance and superstition 
against American women as a reason for 
unfitness for suffrage? 

Hav not these benighted beings, as ig- 
norant of our free institutions as an 
Eskimo, been first sated with liquor, and 
then a ballot put into their hands, almost 
as soon 88 they landed, solely for selfish 
partisan purposes? 

No, sir, the political machines do not 
favor destroying the liquor power, for 
with these innovations, their day would 
be done. Then might Liberty again lift 
her head, and Hope dashing the tears from 
her eyes be able to discover law strong 
aud brave enough to affect equally the 
millionaire and the poor man. 


Mrs. R, B. Kurrrt, 
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Steen ee ee —— 
rr eee 


GOLD. SILVER. 


HINES AND STOCKS, 


CHAS, F. BLACKBURN, 
Mining Geologist, Seattle, Wash. 


Special attention given to the expert examina- 
tion of mineral properties in the United States 
and British Columbia. 


MINES BOUGHT AND SOLD. 


Precicus Metal Mines a Specialty. Can 
furnish any kind of mineral property—Platinum, 
Gold, Silver, Quicksilver, Nickel, Copper, Lead, 
Antimouy,Iron, Mangane-e,and Coal. Also Slate, 
Granite, Limestone, and Sandstone quarries. 


RICH GOLD AND SILVER MINES FOR SALE. 


Rare bargains in gold quartz, gold placers, and 
gold-silver galena mines in Koatenay and Cari- 

oo districts, British Columbia. Only a few 
hundred dollars will buy valuable mining inter- 
ests, & bonanza for a few thousand. Correspond- 
ence solicited; sampling, assuys and mill tests; 
all work strictly scientific; investments carefully 
Placed; bargains , guaranteed; twenty years’ 
mining and geological experience. 


MILLIONS IN THE MOUNTAINS ! 
METAL. MINERAL. 


3mol4 


Books by Helen H. Gardener 


New Edition, Revised and Eniarged. 


Men, Women and Gods 


Introduction by 


ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 


Price, cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 
The Trade Supplied at Special Discounts. 


IS THIS YOUR SOR, RY LORD? 


4 Fascinating Story of Radical Truths or 
Religion and Social Matters. 
Price. cloth. %1: paner, 50 cents. 


PRAY YOU, SIR, WHOSE 
DAUGHTER? 


A NEW NOVEL. 


Price, cloth, $1. l Paper, 50 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
92 Lafayette place, Naw YorF, 


SUSAN WIXON'S BOOKS, 


All in a Lifetime. 

12mo, 300 pp., $1. 

Apples of Gold. And Other Stories for 
oys and Girls. 12mo, 883 pp., $1.25. 


The Story Hour. An Exceptionally Hand- 
some and Interesting Book, Without Supersti- 
tion, for Children and Youth. The Only Free- 
thinkers’ Children’s Story-book ever issued. 
66 full-page illustrations and 25 smaller; large 
type, heavy, toned paper, broad margins, illus- 
trated covers; 4to, 224 pp., boards, $1. 

Address, THE TRUTH SEEKER 00. 


A Liberal Romance. 


FREETHINKERS’ PICTORIAL TEXT-BOOK 


SHOWING 


cet 


THE ABSURDITY AND UNTRUTHFUL- 
NESS OF THE CHUROH’S CLAIM 
TO BE A DIVINE AND BENEFI- 
CENT INSTITUTION, AND RF- 
VEALING THE ABUSES 
OF A UNION OF 


CHURCH AND 
BTATE, 
I 8 5 Full~Page 
Illustrations. 


WITH COPIOUS CITATIONS O 


FACTS, 
HISTORY, 
STATISTICS, 


OPINIONS or SCHOL- 
ARS 


TO MAINTAIN THE ARGUMENT OF 
THE ARTIST. 
DESIGNS BY WATSON HESTON 


WITH PORTRAIT OF 
THE DESIGNER. 


` The illustrations are classified as follows: 


represent Uncle Sam an e Priests. represent Samples o anity’s Wo! 
$ Unele 8: d the Priest 2 t Samples of Ohristianity’s Work. 
< The Church Robbing the People. 5 se Missionaries. 

bed Thanksgiving. ay The Lord’s Instruments. 
be Sabbath Laws. r Bible Doctrines and Their Result@ 
ne Children and the Church. The Church and Slavery. 

Woman and the Church. se Priests and Politics. 

F3 The Church and Thomas Paine. a Ireland and the Church. | 
Studies in Natural History. u Church’s Idea of Civilization. 
ie The Bible and Science. The Uses of the Cross. 
a The Clergy and Their Flocks. ae Unkind Refiections on the Chureh, 
hai Piety in Our Penitentiaries. Persecutions of the Church. 
The Atonement Scheme. ee Some Allegories. 
ss The Lord and His Works, Heaven. 
Prayer. Heil. 
ss The Creeds. 
Christians and Mohammedans. 


IAS OM DOM WH DOM 
z 


s Miscellaneous. 


39 fas OB 1M oR (=> 5-8 BD CR O pat hE GO ODD AS 


A most extraordinary publication. We venture the assertion that nothing like it has ever be. 
fore appeared in this country, and it is very doubtful if another one like it ever again be p 
ished. We must give the Truth Seeker Company the credit of putting the book in the reach of all 
At trice the price, ae would have been Bi cheap book. Arhat Teston as $ portrait- painter pnd | de 
signer is a wonde success, and we judge from our own feelings that nearly every Liberal in 
America will desire a copy of this most wonderful voluame.—[Freethinkers’ Magazine. 


` 


. Mr. Heston deserves to be called the artist-hero of Liberalism. He has dedicated his genius to 
#reethought, and has done faithful and noble work for the cause of right and truth. But the pict- 
ares do not make up the whole of this volume. There are nearly two hundred pages of reading 
matter that serve first as explanations of the illustrations, and secondly as texts to prove the utter 
-alsity of the church’s professions and the hypocrisy of, those who uphold them. Altogether the 
book is one of the best weapons against.Christianity and the church that has ever been put in 
hands of Freethinkers.—[Boston Investigator. i 


\ Price, board covers, $23 cloth, $2.80. 


AAA reae Tie TmTrmee Raaam- 


SABBATH - BREAKING. 


Origin of the Sabbatic Idea— 
The Jewish Sabbath—The 
Christian Scriptures and the 
Sabbath—Examination of 
Sunday Arguments—Origin 
of the Christian Sabbath— 
Testimony of the Christian 
Eathers—The Sabbath dur- 
ing the Middle Ages—The 
Puritan Sabbath—Testimony 
of Christian Reformers, 
Scholars, and Divines—Abro- 
gation of Sunday Laws. 


—BY— 
JOHN B. REMSBURG. 


Price, 25 Cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette place, New York. 


OPEN SHNDAYS. 


Liberty in 
Literature, 


Testimonial 

Walt Whitman. Y 
‘By =e 

ROBT. C. INGERSOLL, 3 


Pe 


W 


AN ADDRESS DEL VRE 

PHILADELPHIA, PA., 
OCT. 21, 1890. 

With a Portrait of Whitman. 
AUTHORIZED EDITION. 


Paper, % cents; cloth, 30 cents. 


Truth Seeker Library. 


Published Monthly at $3 per Year. 


Issues oF 1891.—$3. . 
Price. 


Truth Seeker Annual, 1891...... -rs eesse sesgo. $0 25 
Men, Women, and Gods. Helen H. Gar- = 
ONION, wins sive T N aseaseme esse 
The Age of Reason. Thomas Paine. Dlus- e 
rate mY 

Answers to Christia en- 

Dett. 0... eeespeoececeses . 25 
Christian Absurdities. John Pe . 20 
Victor Hugo’s Oration on Voltaire.. .. . 10 
TheCrisis. Thomas Paine. Illustrated..... 40 
Sabbath Breaking. John E. Remsburg....... 25 
Travels in Faith from Tradition to Rea- 

son. Robert ©. Adams..............0008 25 
Strike of a Sex. George N. Miller............ 25 
My Religious Experience. Samuel P. Put- H 

DAM Seok ss ch ont neds driks kaaa ein Ten E 
The Higher Criticism in Theology and Re- 

ligion. T. E. Longshore...............8 50 

Issues oF 1892.—$3. 

Infidel Death-Beds. G. W. Foote............. 25 
Rights of Man. Thomas Paine. I}lustra- it 
TOA vosdoesese te bees. cide we ceisvecceesesese ds 
Was Christ Crucified? Austin Bierbower,... 10 
Pulpit, Pew, and Cradle. io 
25 
50 
25 

COCK... eee seseeeeees . 10 
Liberty in Literature. Testimonial to 

Walt Whitman, with Funeral Address. 

By Col. Robert G. Ingersoll.,.,.......+.. 25 
Six Lectures on Astronomy. Richard A. 

Proctor iis o55sns oie eses nusse saae 15 
Candle From Under the Bushel. Wm. A. i 

BIE BEDEREN PE TT A TA E TT 
The Holy Bible Abridged...............00 es eee 30 
False Claims of the Church. John E. 
ROMS DUN g. isn va sveece dese esd sensar uss 10 
Issues oF 1893.— $3. 


Thomas_ Paine Vindicated. Col. Robert 
GTngersoll so s6 ci vvausc dvs ace se eena gee ves 15 
The Creation of God. Dr. Jacob Hart- 


. MAND sesers.. osere Gusset rages, EET 50 
Crimes of Preachers in the United States. 
M: E Billings 2.0.0... ccc cere eee e ees eee e ee 25 
Resurrection of Jesus.....,.c.sersceseeseveees 40 
Handbook of Freethought. W. S. Bell...... 50 


During the year other standard Freethought 
works will be published and sent to subscribers 
as they appear. , 

Yearly subscribers at $8 receive all the numbers 
published in one year. In ordering please say 
which year is desired. . 

Single numbers sold at prices quoted. 

THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Place. New York. 


Priestly Celibacy Exposed. 


By Bev. G. T. Fox, M.A. 
Price, 15 cents. Address this office. 


Roaring Lion on the Track, 


By M. BABOOOKR. 
Price = . . . . 


10 cents. 


Prof. Wm, Denton’s Books, 


ge Thyself, 100. 


Christianity No Finality. Spiritualism 
Superior. 10c. 


Common-Sense Thoughts on the Bible. 
10¢, . 
Deluge in the Light of Modern Science. 


10c. 
Garrison in Heaven, A Dream. 10e. 
Geologist and Radical, By J. H. Powell. 


iC. 
Geology, Past and Future of our Planet, 


God Proposed for Our National Constita- 
tiou. 106. 


Irreconcilable Records. Genesis and 
Geology. Paper, 25c.; cloth, 400. 
$1. 


{s Darwin Right? Origin of Man. 

Is Spiritualism True? 10e. 

Man’s True Saviors. 10c. 

OrtheCoxy False, Since Spiritualism is 
True. 10e. 


Pocasset Tragedy. Legiti : 
Christianity. ies egitimate Fruit of 


Radical Discourses on Religious Subjects, 


$1.25. 
Radical Rhymes. With Author’s Por- 
trait. $1.25. 

Sermon from Shakspere’s Text. 10e. 
Soul of Things. Psychometric Re- 


searches, etc. 8vols. (Vol. Ib ; i 
M, F. Denton.) Per vol., 81.60. aaa and. Eliz: 


What Is Right? 10c. 


What Was He? Jesus in 19th 
Light. Paper, $1; cloth, $1.25. 
Who are Christians? 100. ” 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
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„REDUCTION IN PRICE OF A GREAT BOOK. 


With the eighth edition of 
Winwood Reade’s “ Martyr 
dom of Man,” the cost of 


the price from $1.75 to 


$1.00. 


The book has had a phenomenal sale for so heretical a yore second only to Helen Gardener’s 


“Men, Women, and Gods,” and we give our readers the pecuniary 


enefit of it. The 


“MARTYRDOM OF MAN” 


Is a very interestingly pictured synopsis of universal history, showing what the race has undergone 
—its martyrdom—in its rise to its present plane. It shows how War and Religion have been oppres~- 
sive factors in man’s struggle for Liberty, and the last chapter, of some' 150 pages, describes his 


intellectual struggle from t 


the author conceives would be a religion of reason and love. 


ə animal period of the earth to 


he present, adding an outli f what 
The chapters are: z ONOR 


Egypt, Western Asia, the Persians, the Greeks, the Macedonians, Al i 
W A Bien Carthage and Rome, Roman Africa, the ‘Arabs. eae erendris: the 


RELIGION. cirsio Jens th 


frica, the Mohammedans in 


med, Description o 


of Religion, the Israelites, the Jews, the Prophets 
© Christians, Arabia, Mecca, Character of Mham? 


entral Africa. 


Ancient Europe, Inyasion of the Germans, the Castle, the Town, the 
LI BERTY oina Venice, Arab Spain, the Portugues Discoverers, the Slave Trade, 


Abolition in Europe, Abolition in America, 


e 
Materials of Human History. 


Animal Period of the Earth, Origin of Man, and Early Hist 
INTE LLE CT. Summary of Universal History, The Future of the Human Race, The 
Religion of Reason and Love. 


® Price reduced from $1.75 to $1.00. ™ Address 
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Good Books for Liberally In- 
clined People. 


The Last Tenet; Imposed upon the Khan o. 
Tomathoz. By Hudor enone, author 
of “ Inquirendo Island.” Copiously illustrated 
with original drawings by Louis M. Glackens. 
12m0, 165 pages; cloth, $1.25; paper, 50c. 

Tnguirendo Island. A novel. By Hudor 

enone. 12mo, 853 pages; cloth, $1; paper 
50c. “This book is to me a dellehtin are 
rise. In my judgment it is a stronger piece of 
ction than Edward Bellamy’s ‘ Looking Back- 
ward,’ which at times it reminds one of. Itisa 
merciless exposure of Pharisaism and hypoc- 
risy, which is so prevalent in fashionable Chris- 
tianity of to-day. It isa good book, and while 
it will offend many, should be read by all.”— 


(The Arena. 

Lectnre on the Bible. By Rev. Charles 
Voysey, pastor of the Theistic church of Lon- 
don, with a new introduction by Rev. Herbert 


Taft Root. Paper, 87 pages; 20c. 


God in the Constitution. By Arthur B. 
Bradford. Paper, 18mo, 18 pages; 10c. i 


Evolution in its Relations to Evangelical 


Religion. By B. F. Underwood. Paper, 
24m0; 21 pages; 5c. 


The Change of Front of the Universe. 
By Minot J. Savage. Paper. 81 pages, 10c. 


A Stndy of Primitive Christianity. By 
Lewis G. Janes. Cloth, octavo, gilt lop, uncut 
edges, 819 pages; $1.25. “Dr. Janes is evidently 
a thorough scholar, and one cannot fail to be 
impressed with the care, the honesty, the faith- 
fulness, the impartiality, the loye of truth, the 
conservatism exhibited: throughout this admi- 
rable volume.”—[{Popular Science Monthly. 

By 


What Cau Ethics Do For Us? 
William Mackintire Salter. Paper, 12mo, 82 
pages, 10c. 


Freedom of Thought and of Speech. By 
Ne an Mackintire Salter. Paper, 12m0, 29 
s 10c. 


The Morals of Christ. A comparison 
with the contemporaneous systems of Mosaic, 
Pharisaic, and Græco-Roman ethics. By Austin 
Bierbower, „Paper, 16mo, 200 pages. 50c.; cloth, 

: “Mr. Bierbower has carefully analyzed the 
old-world ethical systems which chiefly con- 
cern the modern civilized world, and in this 
book he has so classified the elements revealed 
by that analysis as to give them a high scien- 
tific value. is book is almost as systematic as 
a treatise upon one of the exact sciences, and 
stands in fine contrast to the rambling, ethical 
discussion of which we hear so much and which 
leads us nowhere.”—{Chicago Daily News. 


Liberty and Life. Seventeen discourses 
on tle applications of scientific truth to morals 
and religon: By E. P. Powell. 12mo, 208 pages; 
cloth, $1; paper, 50c. “Strong. even bold, 
essays on ethical and religious subjects. They 
are the work of a man of vigorous intellect, who 
has studied the doctrine of evolution long and 
carefully, and has not found it necessary to 
abandon all his old reverences. The discourses 
are full of interest to the casual reader by rea~ 
son of their fund of anecdote and biographical 
citation, and to the seeker for religious and 
moral truth they offer many helps.”—[Literary 
orld. 


Evolution and Christiauity. A Study. 
By J. C. F. Grumbine. Cloth, square 18mo, 
75 pages, 80c. “Mr. Grumbine’s statements are 
sound and well put. His book is the fruit of 
wide reading and investigation. It is a helpful 
one, is thoroughly interesting reading, and its 
presentation of the relation between evolution 
and Christianity includes much valuable 
thought.”—[Buffalo Express. 


Lessons From the World of Matter and 
the World of Man. By Theodore Parker. 
Selected from notes of unpublished sermons by 
Rufus Leighton. 12mo, 480 pages; cloth, $1.25; 
paper, 50c. 

Address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


The Clergyman’s Victims, 


A LIBERAL SIORY, 
By Mus. E. J. Bang, Price,26 conta. 


THE HOLY CROSS SERIES 


The Popes and Their Doings. Biograph- 
ical sketches of the most noted of these vicars 
of Christ and vicegerents of God,showing what 
they have done, and what kind of men they were. 
It contains very plain statements,in very un- 
varnished language, and the unmasking is com- 

lete, proving . them to have been cruel, in- 
riguing, and licentious men. Considering the 
rapid growth of Catholicism in this country, 
this book cannot be too widely disseminated. 
Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


The Mother of Harlots; a Syuopsis of 


Popery, as It Was and as It Is. By 
William Hogan, for twenty-five years a confess- 
ing priest. ‘The object of this book ìs to expose 
popery, acquaint the people of the country with 
he dangerous machinations of the church in 
the United States, and warn them against giv- 
ing it any countenance or support. Price, pa- 
per, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


The Awfal Disclosnres of Maria Monk, 
as exhibited in a narrative of her sufferings dur- 
ine her residence of five years as a novice, and 
two years as a black ‘nun, in the Hotel Dieu 
Nunnery, at Montreal. Perhaps not any anti- 
Catholic book published has created more ex- 
citement, and had such a circulation as this 
work. To counteract its effects the Catholics 
circulated a story that Maria Monk was ‘‘no 
better than she should be,” but investigation 
disclosed that her “child of shame” was none 
other than the child of her priest-seducer. 
Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth 75 cents. 

Auricular Confession and Popish Nun- 
neries. By Wm. Hogan, for twenty-five 
years a confessing priest. A revelation of the 
licentious practices of the priests and nunsin 
these religious brothels. There is no question 
that Ex-priest Hogan knew the truth of the 
tales of vice, seduction, and infanticide he gives 
in this volume, and equally there is no question 
that if the people generally knew of them, Ca- 
tholicism would not be given the vast amounts 
of money now allowed it by our various city 
governments. Price, paper, 50 cents, cloth, 75 
cents. 

The Priest in Absolntion. A Review of 
the system of auricular confession, including 
copious extracts from the “Confessional Un- 
masked,” from the ‘Master Key to Popery,” 
etc. The workis aprotest against andan appeal 
to every American citizen to examine carefully 
and thoughtfully a religious system so invasive 
of privacy, so powerful for evil in licentions 
hands, 80 raught with danger to female mod- 
esty, to the ingenuous openness of youth, 
and to the freedom of thought, speech, and 
action. Price. paper, 25 cents. 

Priestly Celibacy Exposed. A lecture by 
the Rey. Geo. Townsend Fox, of Durham, Eng- 
land. Revised American edition, showing the 
result in Janishes of the Roman decree that 
priests shall not mary. Price, paper, 15 cents. 


Sister Lucy aud Her Awful Disclosures 
Respecting New Hall Convent, Bore- 


ham, Essex, England, Showing that convents 
are inimical to chastity, virtue, and freedom. 


Price, paper, 10 cents. 
papery “THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York City. 


Christianity a Fiction. 
Astronomical and Astrologic- 
al Origin of all Religions. 


By DR, J. H. MENDENHALL. 


Explanatory notes compiled and arranged by 
the late Jonathan M. Roberts. Price, 50 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


SING, BROTHERS, SING. 
USE THE 


LIBERAL HYMN-BOOK 


in your meetings, to make them lively and inter- 
ting. LIBERAL Hymn-Book contains songa 
by ths best poets, adapted to well-known tunes. 


mmended by Messrs. Wakeman, 
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Colonel Keise’s Works. L K. Washburn’s Works, 


Sunday and the Sabbath. ‘‘A law regu- 
lating human conduct on the Sabbath is an im- 
pertinence.” Price, 10 cents. 


The False Teaching of the Christian 
Church. ‘‘The Thirty-nine Articles of 


the Christian church are, thirty-nine poor. 
broken-down opinions.” Price, 10 cents. 


The Foolishness of Prayer. ‘‘ Think of 
aminister’s praying God to kill grasshoppers, 
or trying to induce the Deity to undertake a 
crusade of one against the Colorado beetle!’ 
Price, 10 cents. 


Followers of Jesus. Price, 10 cents. 
Spiritualism: Is It a Faith or a Fact? 


Price, 5 cents. 
Religious Problems. Price, 10 centa. 
Was Jesus Insane? Price, 10 cents. 


The Public Schools and the Catholic 
Church. Price, 5 cents. : 


PULPIT, PEW, 
and CRADLE. 


The Bible Analyzed. Cloth, octavo, 83+ 
pages, $3. 


Deity Analyzed, Cloth, 12mo, $1.00. 
“he Real Blasphemers. Paper, 12mu 


«388 pages, 50c. 
Spiritualism Sustained Cloth, 120 By Helen H. Gardener. 
A5 pages, $1. f One of Her Brightest, Wittiest, and 


i awe S 
Universe Ansitweed Strongest Lectures Against 


the Bible. 
COSMIAN HYMN-BOOK. Every Woman Should Read It 
—o— s and 
A COLLECTION OF Know Her Enemies and Her- Friends, 


Address this office. 


BIBLE MORALS. 


Twenty Crimes and Vices 
Sanctioned by Scripture. 
By J. E. Remspura. Price, 25 cents. 


BOOKS 


BY 


SALADIN 


iW. STEWART ROBB), . 


Price, 10 cents. 


ORIGINAL AND SELECTED HYMNS 


FOR 
Liberal and Ethical Societies, 
for Schools and 
the Home. 
—With Music Written to All the Songs.— 


CompiLep BY L. K. WASHBURN. 
Price, $1.50, For sale at THIS OFFICE, 


Editor of the oy 


LONDON AGNOSTIC JOURNAL. \ 


GOD AND HIS BOOK: 


When he had read this book Colonel Ingersoll wrote tothe author: * You have earned the 
thanks of all who really think.” Itisa work of vast research, of sound criticism, of caustic 
humor, of sledgehammer vehemence, of scathing satire, of pathos and eloquence. It is one of 
the heaviest iconoclastic broadsides ever fired at the Jewish God and the Bible. 

Cloth, gold letters, $1.25. 


WOMAN: HER GLORY, HER SHAME, AND HER GOD. 


The Rev. Archdeacon Farrar said that * Christianity elevated the woman; it shrouded 
as with a halo of sacred innocence the tender years of the child.” The object of Saladin’s work 
is to show the archdeacon his error,and he has succeeded. An English writer said of it: 
“This certainly is one of the most marvelous books ever issued from the press. The authori- 
ties cited are unquestionable. and the result is convincing.” 

In two volumes, cloth, gilt lettered, $2.50. 


DID JESUS RISE FROM THE DEAD? 


The evidence for the r surrection is in this book carefully considered, and found want- 
ing. It ought to convince every Christian of the untruthtulness of this alleged miracle, for 
it is certainly one of the best essays ever written on the subject. 


In paper, 25 cents. 
CHRISTIANITY AND THE SLAVE TRADE. 
proving that Christianity did not 


A condensation of the known facts upon this subject 7 
abolish but aided this infamous traffic in human beings. To which are added such comments 
as only Saladin can make. In paper, 80 cents. 


THE TRANSITION. 


A consideration of the antagonism of the Bible and sĉience, and of the question whether 
the veed or allegorical portions of the Christian Bible can be interpreted by modern science. 
n paper, 20 cents. 


ROSES AND RUE. 


Being Random Notes and Sketches. fome of its subjects are: A Last Interview with a 
Man of Genius; An Essay on Stirpiculture; Asceticism and Superstition; Capital Punishment; 
Poverty; Godin the Constitution; Bruno; Gods; Witchcraft, etc. This may be called Sala- 
din’s own book, for it is poetry in prose, and is one of the books that lovers of strong literature 
like to read again aud again. In cloth, gold- andsilver-lettered, $1.50. 


LAYS OF ROMANCE. 


This book reminds one of Sir Walter Scott, being romantic. historic verse, aglow in every 
page with the energy of a true and high poetic genius. 
Cloth, gold-lettered, 75 cents. 


ISAURE and OTHER POEMS. 


The title poem is a story of intense passion, touchingly told. The other twenty, poems 
are fresh, fragrant, thoughtful, and every verse reveals the thinker, observer, and reformer. 
Every page glows with passion and throbs with life. 

Cloth, gold-lettered, 75 cents. 


A FEARFUL FLOGGING. 


By one who enduredit. Basedupon a manuscript in the possession of Baladin 
n paper, 10 cents. 


THE AGONIES OF HANGING. 


Studies in Psychology.. By one who was cut down from the gallows. Printed from manu- 
script in the hands of Saladin. In paper, 10 cents. 


WHIRLWIND SOWN and REAPED. 


A short story of clerical crime and villainy founded on fact. Of this book the Open Court 
said: “This novel will command the same. or more, interest than Helen Gardener’s story, * Is 
This Your Son, My Lord?” In paper, 25 cents. 


THE CONFESSIONAL. 


Being an exposure of that infamous religious rite. Contents: Licentiousness of the Pre- 
Reformation Church; Lechery of the Confessional; The Priest in Absolution; Confessions of 
the Escaped Nun; Extracts from Dens and J.iguori; Examination ot the Church’s Claim to 
have Fostered Learning; Her Atte: pts at Continency, even more Ruinous than Her Self- 
Índulgonce; The Relative Criminal Statistics of Catholicism and Protestantism. 


paper, 25 cents. v 
.  Forall of these works address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 23 Lafayette Place. New York. _, 
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Jew Publications. 


Unless otherwise specified, all publica- 
tions noticed here can be had of THE 
TRUTH SEEKER Company, at the price 
named. 


Proors oF Evonution. By Nelson Par- 
shal]. Chicago: Chas. Kerr & Co. Cloth, 
pp. 70, price 50 cents, 


One of the best ways of proving that the 
universe was not produced by any God, 
is that of exhibiting the natural processes 
by which it did come about. Too much 
study cannot be spent on these processes 
so kindly furnishing us with said great 
spectscle and raree-show—a show, all 
will admit, greater even than the Colum- 
bian Exposition. ‘‘ Evolution” is the 
name by which these processes hav been 
labeled. The volume before us displays 
proofs of them. Let us scan its chapter- 
titles: The Growth of Evolutionary 
Thonght, Practical Benefits of the Evolu- 
tion Theory, Proofs from Geology, Proofs 
from Morphology, Proofs from Embry- 
ology, Proofs from Metamorphosis, Proofs 
from Rudimentary Organs, Proofs from 
Geographical Distribution, Proofs from 
Discovered Links, Proofs from Artificial 
Breeding, Proofs from Reversion, Proofs 
from Mimicry, Spontaneous Generation, 
A Summary of Evidence, Language and 
the Moral Sense, Conclusion. Among 
other things, the author’s accounts of the 
transformations of various kinds of ani- 
mals into other kinds are informing. 
Nature, he remarks, never begins 
any work from wholly new material, 
for her adaptiv genius is so great 
that she can transform the old into 
the new. The shores of the seas were the 
scenes of many remarkable transhapings. 
The ocean-born creatures were brave and 
hardy fellows, a whole host of Columbuses 
asit were, and benton becoming land- 
lubbers at any cost. Now, when Nature 
wanted to make a landsman out of one of 
these fishes, ‘‘she did not giv him a new 
pair of legs at once, but left him to utilize 
his fins for that purpose as best he conld. 
Of course, he made bad work of it at first; 
but as he was left in the hard grip of ne- 
cessitvy it was Hobson’s choice. As he 
was often left on shallow, muddy shores 
by receding tides, he began to work his 
fins more vigorously, until finally, after 
many generations, in spite of a round of 
fatal failures, some of his kind succeeded 
in adaptirg their fins to this new use. 
The mud-fish of India, the Brazilian doras, 
and certain catfish of tropical America, 
take journeys of considerable length 
across the dry land in this way. Thus 
the swim-bladders of certain of the 
early fishes gradually developed into 
lungs; the gill-arches into ears; the head 
enlarged; the circulation increased; a 
warmer current filled the veins; the 
tail-fin, not having much to do, dwindled 
to an ornamental appendsge—and then 
and there a quadruped was born. ‘Again, 
when Nature wanted a bird, she didn’t 
make one out of raw material, as we are 
told, full-winged to soar away, but 
‘worked over’ the old fabric, just as 
thrifty housewives do, and do so won- 
drously well. Therefore, if wings are 
needed, the fore-limbs must go—they 
must be transformed into wings.” That 
birds should hav descended from reptils 
seems queer enough, yet, says our writer: 
‘Turning to the fossil world, we find in- 
numerable examples of connecting forms. 
Jn the Jatter deposits, we find remains of 
toothed birds, having many reptilian char- 
acteristics. Reptils were then not a fixed 
type, butshaded gradually from fish to bird. 
The Archeopteryx, a fossil rarely found, 
was a true link between the birds and 
reptils. Certainly, no two kinds of living 
things are more unlike than birds and 
reptils, or more antagonistic in their nat- 
ures, mutually preying on each other; 
and yet their relationship is clearly es- 
tablished, Psychologically, they hav 
nothing in common but hate: and yet the 
bird is only a feathered reptil. ithin 
three years, there was found, in the slate 
deposits of Bavaria, a specimen of a 
reptilian-bird— now preserved in the Brit- 
ish Museum — which has a long, lizard-like 
tail of twenty joints. Says Professor 
Vogt, ‘This is neither bird nor reptil, but 
a decided link between the two.’ In the 
later chalk formations many fossils hav 
been found by Professor Marsh, more 
bird-like in character, but still possessing 
teeth. The flying dragons afford another 
link between birds and reptils. The front 
half was decidedly bird-like, but the 
hind legs and pelvis were strongly rep- 
tilian.” In other pages we catch a glimpse 
of our own ancestor, not conducting him- 
self in a manner edifying to our filial 
eyes: ‘‘Doubtless man lived thousands of 
years before he acquired what we would 
now call langnage. Nevertheless, his 
earliest cries and noises were the begin- 
nings of connected speech; though no 
mrre intelligible than the chattering of 
apes. If we could go back to this lowest 
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conceivable savage, what should we find? 
Probably this: The anthropoid ape and 
the man-animal not quite out of sight of 
each other, but evolving on divergent 
roads from a common ancestor. If we 
could hav stood near the diverging point, 
it would hav been dificult to tell which 
had the potency of the dominant animal 
who rules the world to-day. Most peo- 
ple who try to reason about the mat- 
ter, make the mistake of attempting to 
bridge the chasm at once from Shakspere 
to ashrimp; and they say the difference 
is so enormous that Evolution cannot be 
true. But the thoughtful student goes 
back step by step, age by age, until he 
stands side by side with a creature half 
upright and howling, with all the fero- 
cious instincts of a brute, but yet man-like 
in form and function, his language a Jum- 
ble of incoherent noises, his morsel sense 

et undeveloped, killing and eating all 
ie could overpower.” However, we shall 
not be so much shocked at this picture as 
some seem to be, having, to tell the truth, 
had right in our own age and neighbor- 
hood a plentiful experience with countless 
jnst such creatures, ‘‘ howling, with all the 
feroc‘ous instincts of a brute but yet 
man-like in form and fanctions,” garbed 
in gown or coat of black, with ‘‘ language 
a jumble of incoherent noises,” and 
“ moral sense yet undeveloped.” 


Twelve Tales with a 
Moral. By Paul Carus. Chicago: 
Open Court Pub. Co, White cloth, 
gilt stamps, gilt edges; pp. 128; price $1. 


We always welcome a presentation of 
the truths of Rationalism in the garb of 
fiction. This volume constitutes one of 
the most commendable of such presenta- 
tions that we hav met for some time. 
Each of its twelve tales illustrates some 
tenet of Liberalism or doctrin of philoso- 
phy. It is not required that we should 
find the art with which the stories are 
spun to be equal to that of Voltaire. The 
latter’s touch is of such a superlativ and 
perhaps inimitable exquisitness that cne 
of two or three grades beneath may be 
pleasant and meritorions enough. We 


Trots IN Fiction. 


will say that we hav enjoyed these tales: 


very well. 

The first, ‘‘The Chiefs Daughter,” 
represents a Catholic missionary learn- 
ing ftom Indians living by Niagara 
falls that, in obedience to an imme- 
morial custom, the daughter of a chief- 
tain is about to pass over the cataract iv a 
canoe to certain death. To the priest’s 
remonstrances the chief replies: ‘‘ Your 
own words bear witness against you. 
Christ you say has set us an example. He- 
suffered himself to be sacrified for man- 
kind. So we are doing the same. Lela- 
wala is my only child, as Jesus the Christ 
was the Great Spirit’s only begotten son. 
Why do you say that Christ’s sacrifice is 
great and holy and praiseworthy, while 
our sacrifices are evil, and barbarous, and 
superstitions? Our custom is a holy tra- 
dition; we simply obey the command of the 
Great Spirit and we know that so long as 
our obedience continues, his blessing will 
be upon us and upon our children.” — 

The second story, ‘‘ After the Distribu- 
tion of the Type,” tells us in regard to a 
certain New England village that ‘‘ there 
were two friends in that town, a smith 
and a type-setter. The one was a politica. 
orator and a freethinker, the other an 
author and a poet; the former strong, 
quick, and bold, the latter given to medi- 
tation, slow, and carefully weighing his 
words.” The quick and bold words of the 
former, and the carefully weighed verbal- 
ities of the latter, are forthwith made to 


: batter and fence at each other in a debate 


on the soul and immortality. 
‘The Clock or the Watches” is an in- 
genious fable. A clock on a church was 


regulated by an old official who assumed. 


to hav been deputed to the work by Time 
himself. The owners of watches were 
forced to say that their instruments kept 
the time of the big clock, or to observe 
silence. A number of curious and laugh- 
able disputes grew out of various phases 
of the matter. 

‘The Mysterious Beetle” puts in a 
ridiculous light the extreme Agnosticism 
of some individuals—the Pyrrhoniec skep- 
ticism which doubts all and will scarcely 
affirm anything, even that the doubter 
doubts. k 

“The Highest Trump in Argument” 
ficurishes and inflicts the same lash. 

In ‘‘ The Philosopher’s Martyrdom” the 
Agnostic notion is still under the harrow. 
A philosopher is represented as making an 
eloquent plea for the glory and excellence 
of ignorance. ‘‘I plead with you,” he 
cries, ‘‘to throw off all the vanity of pre- 
tended knowledge, and hope that science 
ean accomplish anything worth mention- 
ing, for nothing can replace the grand 
revelation of our eternal, irredeemable 
ignorance. My creed be hence- 
forth that there is no wisdom except in 
ignorance.” When enough fun has been 
had out of this philosopher’s love of igno- 
rance, he appears to be allowed to feel sure 
of some things to some extent, for he lays 
down the principle that the standard of 
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morality and happiness is not absolute, 
but relativ to each individual; also that 
our guide should be the greatest happiness 
of the greatest number. 
a trial of his sincerity, for cast away on a 
cannibal isle he is reasoned to thus in his 
own philosophical way: ‘‘A man has to 
die anyhow, and he will hav an easier 
death if he is slaughtered at the butcher’s 
than if he die piecemeal on a sickbed. 
And if he is dead, I can assure you that 
there is no pain in being eaten, while the 
pleasure of eating is indubitable. You, of 
course, deny that there is any pleasure in 
eating human flesh. But that is only your 
one-sided view of the subject. I under- 
stand perfectly that you, in the predica- 
ment in which you are at present, are 
prejudiced against our institutions. But 
you will readily grant that we must under- 
stand better what givs us pleasure, than 
you do. We cannot make you the judge 
of what our happiness. should be.” Be it 
recorded to the everlasting credit of the 
philosophic fraternity, this limb of them 
showed no recreant feather. He was 
sensible enough to understand that any 
remonstrance would be in vain; nor would 
it hav been a fair demand on his part to 
let his own views of bappiness be the 
criterion of the happiness of others. 
Everybody. must know best what givs him 
pleasure. When Thanksgiving day came 
he ended his life with perfect contentment, 
for he was conscious that he had lived up 
to his ethical maxim. 

‘The Convention of the Animals’’ 
relates that in solemn conclave assembled 
the Lion, the Tiger, the Elephant, the 
Fox, the Eagle, the Bat, the Crocodile, 
the Monkey, the Man, ete., deliberated as 
to who is the greatest, best, or noblest 
creature in the animal kingdom. Among 
the observations, one passed by the spar- 
row may be edifying: ‘‘The silliest 
animal of all animals is without question 
Man. Man thinks ever of the future, and 
seldom enjoys the present. His whole 
life long does he labor and worry, instead 
of enjoying [not ‘‘employing,” as the 
Open Court printers hav it] the present 
moment, and being of good cheer and 
ever in buoyant spirits.” The writer, 
however, in the end brings forth his view 
that Man is the suverior animal. Man, it 
is true, ‘‘ was not the tallest creature, nor 
the strongest in muscular power, nor the 
cunningest in sly shrewdness; his loco- 
motiv powers were not extraordinary; 
I'A he was not the merriest in the 
enjoyment of life. . Yet he went 
to work and joined hands with his brother- 
man. With common wants they spoke a 
common language Their struggle for 
existence was severest among all creatures, 
but they comprehended the causes of their 
troubles one by one, and learned from 
their bardships. The very evils of life 
taught them to progress; they fought 
their way against odds, and took posses- 
sion of the earth.” 

The tale entitled ‘*The People bv the 
Sea” illustrates a certain doctrin of im- 
mortalitv different from the ancient and 
orthodox one. Itis that a person livs in 
his works, 

The tale ‘‘ Charity ” reminds us, under 
the similitude of children feeding young 
robins who thereby remain unpracticed 
in getting their own food and unable to 
do so when necessity arises, that charity 
often does harm. The conclusion is: 
‘‘There is but one charity which is com- 
mendable. It is that which givs men in 
need the opportunity to help themselvs or 
to learn how to help themselvs.”’ 

In ‘‘ Capital and Labor” it appears that 
our story-teller does not look for help for 
the workingman to any such radical sys- 
tem as Socialism or Anarchism. He ex- 
pects improvement rather from endeavor 
at individual self-betterment, under the 
law of the survival of the fittest. The first 
human beings among the manlike apes, 
he says, ‘‘ were exccptions as much as are 
the capitalists to-day. They of course 
were more powerful than their less fortu- 
nate brothers, and it is very likely that 
they exercised their power over them, 
which may hav given cause to much 
jealousy. But there was little use in de- 
crying this condition; the others had to 
follow their example and acquire the same 
kind of capital until all humanity became 
like them so that the whole species man 
stands now as bigh above the rest of the 
animal world as the big millionaire in 
soul-values.” Let everyone become a 
capitalist, seems to be the cardinal piece 
of advice issued to the people. 

Two more tales ara styled, ‘‘The Dross 
Is Discarded but Nothing is Lost,” and 
t‘ Ben-Midrash the Gardener of Galilee.” 

It strikes us that a capital use for this 
collection of tales, besides its regular em- 
ployment: as reading-matter for adults, 
would be to familiarize children with the 
problems so jauntily dressed out in 
fictional fur and feather. 


Mr. W. F. Jamieson sends the following. 


letter to our readers: 


«W, S. Bell’s Handbook of Free- 
thought’ is bigger than the Bible, meas- 


He is brought to. 


1893. 


ured by the standard of common sense. 
It ought to be in the hands of every 
Freethinker. Itisa volume of 884 pages, 
a heavy battle-bolt against prevailing 
superstitions, i 

“It opens with a large subject—all 
‘Creation,’ It givs the two stories, that 
of science and that of superstition; for is 
it not true that it requires more labor to 
dislodge error than to teach science? 

‘‘Prophecy, miracles, and Jesus Christ 
are all treated in a trenchant style; while 
W. H. Burr’s masterly compilation of 
*Self-Contradictions of the Bible’ are 
thrown into this volume bodily. 

‘“ By this time Bell is ready for the 
devil, who he says had ‘greatness thrust 
upon him!’ 

“ Bell is facetious until near the close of 
this Satanic chapter, then suddenly grows 
solemn as aà Presbyterian clergyman, and 
asks twenty ear-splitting questions. Why 
will such men harrow up the souls of the 
saints in this cold-blooded manner? I 
believe that Bell merely pretends to be 
serious in thia matter. close observer, 
like an orthodox reader, can detect it be- 
tween the lines. Yet his assumed serious- 
ness harmonizes with the sanctity of the 
subject. 

‘Now, if vou waut to know to a cer- 
tainty what the sou] is not, get Bell's 
book. The most dazzling light of many 
thinkers is here focused. You can take 
yout choice. This chapter on the soul is 
worth many times the price of the book, 
for it shows how ably learned men can 
write on a subject of which they literally 
know nothing. And that is worth a great 
deal, A million copies of this book ought 
to be circulating in the churches. There 
is more knowledge in it than can be had 
in a four years’ course at college—and 
look at the difference in the cost! 

“Mr. Bell shows what the giants of 
Freethought think, as he guides you 
through his interesting collections of 
curiosities—will prove £o to the strictly re- 
ligions réader. 

“ After having settled yourself snugly 
on the soul, this man coolly asks twenty- 
five queries, which he calls ‘some soul 
questions,’ ‘Good God!’ as the pious 
Watts exclaims, why will he persist in dis- 
turbing solemn slumbers? 

“Next he comes gliding in with the 
design argument, Dull must be the per- 
ception of any church-member, who dares 
to read this book, if he does not discover 
the ‘design’ of this highly religious 
author. 

“He reasons about God as if he were a 
doctor of divinity. When Bell gets 
through the chapter there appears to be a 
ringing in the head. f 

‘Temperance, Christianity, Secular- 
ism, Infidelity, ‘Objects of Orthodoxy 
and Liberalism,’ treated so interestingly 
in this multum in parvo, would be read 
by thousands of Christians if they had a 
chance to get at them There is a splendid 
opportunity right here for Liberals to do 
missionary work. 

“I commenced by saying Bell’s book is 
bigger than the Bible, and end with the 
assertion that it is a better book than the 
Bible; and nine out of ten Christians 
would be obliged to say so if they would 
only read it. This is why Freethinkers 
should hav copies handy about ihe house. 
They should daily read a'oud a portion of 
this truthful scripture to take the place of 
the old-fashioned worship. ; 

“W. F. JAMIESON.” 


‘t Gloriana; or, The Revolution of 1900,” 
is a cloth-bound book of 286 pages, pub- 
lished at $1.25. The author is Lady Flor- 
ence Dixie, a woman whom we hav come 
across a sight of times, always engaged in 
crying out vehemently for something or 
other, we forget just what—probably she 
allowed that point to stay too vague, a 
thing previously not unheard of. The prei- 
ace, in a quotation, des res that 


**Strife collapse like a thing disproved, 
Hate consume like a thing unclean,” 


But then, we can’t help hating to see 
caressingly printed with two 7’s as on page 
6, or degradation with two e's as cn page 
23. A book should be got out correctly, 
in its orthoepic details and all. If Lady 
Florenre hopes to lead in that arena of 
public achievement to which she ever 
incites her sex, she must fain study de- 
tails, mastery of which it is that givs suc- 
cess to all the hated males now distinguisl:- 
ing themselvs in that brave theater, 
Battles are won not by the c mmander 
flourishing fantastic and sentimental as- 
sertions of superiority and success, but by 
the one clearly grasping the sordid details 
of ground, distance, endurance, and 
ammunition. Then as to that strife 
collapsing like a thing disproved, how 
can we help striving when we hear danc- 
ing described as ‘‘ the light fantastic toe?” 
The story closes with the death of the 
heroin, Gloriana de Lara. She dies for 
woman’s freedom and the salvation of her 
people. How much less the sacrifice de- 
ma°ded by the public of some women—: 
merely to stop writing, i i 
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INGERSOLL'’S 
WORKS. 


Only Authorized Bditions. 


GODS AND OTHER LECTURES. i R i 5 
Comprising The Gods, Humboldt, Thomas Paine, Individuality, Heretics and Heresies. 
Paper, 59 cents; cloth, $1. i 


GHOSTS AND OTHER LECTURES. , ; 
Including The Ghosts, Liberty of Man, Woman, and Child; The Declaration of Independ- 
ence, About Farming in Illinois, Speech Nominating James G Blaine for Presidency in 1876, 
The Grant Banquet, A Tribute to Rev. Alex. Clarke, The Past Rises Before Me Like a Dream, 
and A Tribute to Ebon C. Ingersoll. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 


SOME MISTAKES OF MOSES. Le 
Contents: Some Mistakes of Moses, Free Schools, The Politicians, Man and Woman, The 
Pentateuch, Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, He Made the Stars Also, Friday, Satur- 
day, Let us Makes Man, Sunday, The Noceossity for a Good Memory, The Garden, The Fal., 
Dampness, Bacchus and Babel, Faith in Filth, The Hebrews, The Plagues, The Flight, Confess 
anq 7 void, Inspired Slavery, Marriage, War, Religious Liberty, Conclusion. Paper, 50 cents; 
cloth, $1. : ` . Ý 


INTERVIEWS ON TALMAGE. 

: Being Six Interviews with the Famous Orator on Six Sermons by the Rev. T. DeWitt Tal- 
mage, of Brooklyn, to which is added a Talmagian Catechism. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1.25; 
cloth, gilt, $1.50. > 

BLASPHEMY. : 

Argument by R. G. Ingersoll in the Trial of O. B. Reynolds, at Morristown, N. J- This is 
the greatest argnment ever made in a case of this kind, and will be a model for the bar so long 
as the Christians use force to, repress free speech. Its legal acumen is unsurpassed, its elo- 
quence never equaled in a trial for “blasphemy.” Wherever Christian persecution is going 
on this argument should be freelv circulated, read to the Christians, and expounded on every 
occasion. Paper, 25 cents; cloth, 50 cents. i 


WHAT MUST WE DO TO BE SAVED? 

Analyzes the so-crlled gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, and deyotes a chapter 
each to the Catholics, Episcopalians, Methodists Presbyterians, Evangelical Alliance, and an- 
swers the question of the Christians as to what he proposes instead of Christianity—the relig- 
ionof sword and flame. Paper, 25 cents. : 


THE GREAT INGERSOLL CONTROVERSY. f 


The famous Christmas Sermon by Colonel Ingersoll, the heated replies of the ministers, 
and Colonel Ingersoll’s rejoinders to the same. Paper, 25 cents. 


THOMAS PAINE’S VINDICATION. 


A Reply to the New York QOoserver’s Attack upon the Author-hero of the Revolution, by 
R. G. Ingersoll. Paper, 15 cents. 


LIMITATIONS OF TOLERATION. 


A Discussion between R. G. Ingersoll, Hon. Frederick R. Coudert, and Ex-Governor 
Stewart L. Woodford. Paper, 10 cents. : 


ORTHODOXY. CIVIL RIGHTS SPEECH. 
A Lecture. Paper, 10 cents. Wita Speech of Hon. Frederick Douglass. Paper, 10 cents. 


OPENING SPEECH TO THE JURY: 

In the suit of the B. & M. Tel. Co. vs. W. U. Tel. Co.,1886 Paper, 10 cents. 
CRIMES AGAINST CRIMINALS. ; 

Delivered Before the New York State Bar Association. Paper, 10 cents. 


LIFE. A Prose-Ppem. In color, on board, gilt edges, 9x 13 (for mantel, wall, or easel), 50 cents. 


LITHOGRAPH OF R. G. INGERSOLL. A LAY SERMON; 
22x 28 inches, heavy plate paper, 50 cents. On the Labor Question. Paper, 5 cents. 


` PHOTOGRAPH (CABINET) OF R. G. INGERSOLL, 59 cents. ; 
‘i 7 * COLONEL INGERSOLL, WITH BABY BROWN. 
(A home picture.) 50 Vents. 


PHOTOGRAPH (PANEL), 18 x 24 inches, $5. (IMPERIAL), 7} x 13 inches, $1.50. 
STAGE AND THE PULPIT. 


An Interview on their Comparative Merits, aud Opinions on the Trial of the Chicago 
Anarchists, the Catholic Church, etc. Paper, 3 cents. 


- DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE. INGERSOLL ON McGLYNN. 


Centennial Oration. Paper, 6 cents. Paper, 3 cents. : 


‘INGERSOLL CATECHISED. Paper, 3 cents. BIBLE IDOLATRY. Paper, 3 cents. 
THE TRUTH OF HISTORY. 


Comments ou the assertion by an evangelist that Colonel Ingersoll had become a Christian, 
bad admiten that Thomas Paine recanted, and that his own children had joined the church. 
aper, 8 cents. . 


INGERSOLL’S ADDRESS BEFORE THE NEW YORK UNITARIAN CLUB. 
The lecture is a grand one, and was received by the club with continuous applause from 
beginning to end, which speaks well for the Unitarians. The pamphlet contains 12 pages, 
beautifully printed. Price, 6 cents; ten copies, 50 cents. 


MEMORIAL ORATION ON ROSCOE CONKLING. | , 
Delivered before the New York legislature May 9, 1888. Price, 75 cents. 


GOD IN THE CONSTITUTION. 


One of the best papers Co'onel Ingersoll ever wrote. In paper cover with likeness of 
author. Price,10cents. Twelve copies for $1. 


INGERSOLL’S GREAT ADDRESS ON THOMAS PAINE, 


At the Paine celebration in Now York city in 1892. Price, 6 cents; ten copies for 50 cents. 


INGERSOLI’S LECTURES IN ONE VOLUME. | ; f 
CONTENTS.—The Gods; Humboldt; Tndividuality; Thomas Paine; Heretics and Here- 
sies; The Ghosts; The Liberty of Man, Woman, and Chi d; The Centennial Oration, or Decla- 
ration of Independence, July 4, 1876; What I Know About Farming in Illinois; Speech at Cin- 
cinnatiin 1876, nominating James G. Blaine for the Presidency; The PastRises Before Me, 
or, Vision of War, an extract from a Speech made at the Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Reunion 
at Indianapolis, Ind., Sept. 21, 1876; A Tribute to Ebon C. Ingersoll; The Grant Benquet; 
Crimes Against Criminals; Tribute to the ‘Rev. Alexander Clarke; Soms Mistakes of Moses; 
What Must We Do to be Saved? Six Interviews with Robert G. Ingersoll on Six Sermons by 
the Rev. T. Do Witt Talmage, D.D.; to which is added a Talmagian Catechism, and Four 
Prefaces, which contain some of Mr. Ingersoll’s wittiest and brightest sayings. 
. This volume has the greatest popularity, is beautifully bound in half calf or half morocco, 
mottled edges, 1,357 page3, good paper, large type, post 8vo. Price, postpaid, $5. 


LIBERTY IN LITERATURE. ; 

Testimonial to Walt Whitman. “ Let us put wreaths on the brows of the living.” An Ad- 
dress delivered in Philadelphia, Oct. 21, 1890, with portrait of Whitman. Containing also 
COLONEL INGERSOLL’S ‘ADDRESS AT THE FUNERAL OF WALT WHIT. 
MLAN, at Harleigh, Camden, N. J., March 80, 1892. Paper, 25 cents; cloth, 50 cents. 


PROSE-POEMS AND SELECTIONS. ifs ox 

Tifth edition, enlarged and revised. A handsome quarto. containing 333 pages. This is. 
beyond question, the cheapest and most elegant volume in Liberal literature. Its mechanica: 
finish is worthy of its intrinsic excellence. No expen3c has been spared to make it the thing of 
beauty it is. The type is large and clear, the paper heavy, highly calendered, and richly tinted, 
the presswork faultiess, and the binding as perfect as the best materials and skill can make it. 
As to the contents, it is enough to es hat they include all of the choicest utterances of 

: iter on the topics treate at has ever lived. é K 
me See who havo not the. good fortune to own all of Mr. Ingersoll’s published works, will 
have in this book of selections many bright samples of his lofty thought, his matchless elo- 
uence, his wonderful imagery, and his epigrammatic and poeticpower. The collection in- 
cludes all of the “Tributes” that have become famous in literature—notably those to his brother 

E. C. Ingersoll, Lincoln, Grant, Beecher, Conkling, Courtlandt M. Palmer, Mary Fiske, Elizur 

Wright: his peerless monographs on “The Vision of War,” Love, Liberty, Art and Morality, 

Science, Nature, The Imagination, Decoration Day Oration, What is Poetry, Music of Wagner, 
Origin and Destiny, “Leaves of Grass,” and on the great heroes of intel'ectual Liberty. Be- 
sides these are innumerable gems taken here and there from the orations, speeches, arguments, 
toasts, lectures, letters, interviews, and day by day conversations cf the author. 

The Look is designed for, and will be accepted by, admiring friends as a rare personal 
souvenir. To help it serve this purpose, & fine steel portrait, with autograph fac-simile, has 
been prepared especially forit. In the more elegant styles of binding it is eminently suited 

for presentation purposes, for any season or occasion. k E 

$ peices In clot beveled boards, ilt edges, $2.50; in half morocco, gilt edges, $5; in half 
calf, mottled edges, library style, $460; in full Turkey morocco, gilt, exquisitely fine, $7.59; 
in full tree calf, highest possible finish, $9. 


Any of the above sent to any peg aes express, propali, or mail, 


o 
ost free, 
on receipt of price, Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 afayette Pl., 


ew York, 


Sere 


INFIDEL] È? & 
DEATH- S.W. mate: 
BEDS. |; 


o—— 


Being true accounts of the passing away of the 
following persons, thus refuting the many Chris- 
tian slanders upon them and others: 

. Lord Amberley, John Baskerville, Pierre Bayle, 
Jeremy Bentham, Paul Bert, Lord Bolingbroke, 
Francois Broussais, Giordano, Bruno, Henry 
Thomas Buckle, Lord Byron, Richard Carlisle, 
William Kingdon Clifford, Anacharsis Clootz, An- 
thony Collins, Auguste Comte, Condorcet, Robert 
Cooper, D’Alembert, Danton, Charles Darwin, 
Erasmus Darwin, Delambre, Denis Diderot, 
Etienne Dolet, George Eliot, Frederick the Great, 
Gambetta, Garibaldi, Isaac Gendre, Gibbon, 
Godwin, Goethe, Grote, Helvetius, Henry Heth- 
erington, Hobbes, Austin Holyoake, Victor Hugo, 
Hume, Littre. Harriet Martineau, Jean Meslier, 
James Mill, Joan Stuart Mill, Mirabeau, Robert 
Owen. Thomas Paine, Courtlandt Palmer, Rabe- 
lais, Winwood Reade, Madame Roland, George 
Sand, Schiller, Shelley, Spinoza, Strauss. John 
Toland, Vanini, Volney, Voltaire, James Watson, 
John Watts, Thomas Woolston. 

Price, 25 sents. Address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


A SHORT: 


HISTORY OF THE BIBLE, 


BEING 


A Popular Account of the Formation and Development 
of the Canon 


By BRONSON D. KEELER. 


Contents: The Hebrew Canon. The New Tes- 
tament. The Karly Controversies. The Books at 
First Not Considered Inspired. Were the Fathers 
Competent? The Fathers Quoted as ‘cripture 
Books Which are Now Called Apocryphal. The 
Heretics. The Christian Canon. 

Paver, 60 cents; cloth, 75 sents. 


SCIENCE VS, RELIGION, 


OR, THE 
Conflict hetween Reason and Superstition, 
By T. C. WIDDICOMBE, 
Philadelphia, Pa. - 


Price, 10 cents. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


IRON-CLAD AND MANNA SERIES, 


IRON-CLAD SERIES. 


1 Atonement. Charles Bradlaugh............. 5 
2 Secular Responsibility.. G.J. Holyoake..... 
4 Influence of Christianity on Civilizatio 


Underwood., 
7 Buddhist Nihilism. Prof. Max Mueller..... 10 
8 Religion of Inhumanity. F. Harrison...... 15 
9 Relation of Witchcraft to Religion. Lyall.. 10 
10 Epidemic Delusions. Marvin...... Ee ERE 10 
11 Philosophy of Spiritualism. Marvin........ 50 


12 Tyndail’s Belfast Inaugural, and Portrait.. 25 
18 Essavs on Miracles. David Hume........... 10 
14 Land Question. Charles Bradleugh........ 
15 Were Adam and Eve Our Hirst Parents? 
Charles Bradlaugh.........cceccecsseeenees 5 
16 Why Do Men Starve? Charles Bradlaugh.. 5 
18 A Plea for Atheism. Charles Bradlaugh... 10 
19 Large or Small Families? A. Holyoake..... 5 
20 Superstition Displayed, with a Letter of 
illiam Pitt. Anstin Holyoake........ 
?1 Detense of Secular Principles. O. Watts.... 
22 Is the Bible Reliable? Charles Watts....... 
23 The Christian Deity. Charles Watts.. ..... 
24 Moral Value of th : Bible. Charles Watts.... 
2 Freethonght and Mod. Progress. Watts.... 
26 Christianity: Its Natnre and Influence on. 
Civilization. Charles Watts. ............ 
28 Thoughts on Atheism. Austin Holvoake... 
29 Is there a Moral Governor of the Universe? 
Austin Holyoake ... Levees 
30 Philosophy of Secularism. Charles 
88 Is There a God? Charles Bradlauvh... 
89 Labor’s Prayer. Charles Bradlaugh ne 
40 Poverty: Its Canse and Cure., M.G.H..... 
42 Science and Bible Antagonistic. C. Watts.. 
43 Christian Scheme of Redemption. C. Watts 
44 Logic of Death: or, Why Shvuld the Atheist 
ear toDie? By G. J. Holyoake meus 
47 Poverty: Its Effects on the Politi7al Condi 
tion of the People. Charles Bradlaugh.. 


MANNA SERIES. 


‘1 Original Manna for “ God’s Chosen.”. ...... 
8 New “Life of David. Charles Bradlaug 
5 20) Questions Without Answers........,..... 
6 Dialogue between a Christian Missionary 

and a Chinese Mandarin ....... 0 .-...+. 
7 Qneries Submitted to the Bench of Bishops 

by a Weak bnt Zealous Christian.. We 
8 Search After Heaven and Hell. A. Holy.- 


r baa 
Orne sooo No ANINA 


On orders for Iron-Cladand Manna we will send 
$1.10 worth for $1; $2.50 worth for $2; $5 worth 
for.$3, and $10 worth for $5. 


THE SABBATH 
By M. FARRINGTON, 
A Thorough Examination and Ref- 
utation of the Claims of the 
Sabbatarians. 


Price, ~ - - - - wW cents. 


CHEAP EDITION. 


-|Travels in Faith. 


By CAPT. ROBERT 0. ADAMS. 


Being the story of his mental journey from 
orthodoxy to Rationalism. 7 


rice, paper, 25 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Spiritualism Sustained, 


FIVE LEOTURES. 
Ry John R. Kelso, A.N. 
12mo, cloth, $1.00. 


The Colonel Ingersoll Souvenir, 


THE MOST ARTISTIC SPOON MADE. 
STERLING SILVER, MASSIVE, BEAUTIFUL 


Given Away. 


In order to introduce this most artistic of all 
Souvenirs, Ishall present to all patrons who favor 
me with an order for goods, to the amount of 
#20, one of the above spoons, my price $2.50, but 
guaranteed a finer spoon than sold elsewhere for 

And for every additional $20, an additional 
spoon. Or with an order for $10 worth of goods 
I will supply the spoon for $1. 


THE INGERSOLL SOUVENIR 
Is made in the following variety: 


Tea Spoons, Ovidized, 
10 ounces per doz., 


} each $2.50 


th vy 


Oxidized xg 
14 ounces per’ doz? ae 
k X Oxidized, R 
gilt bowl, 3.00 
10 ounces per doz., 
Oxidized, 
Ae ‘s sectional gilt, “3.50 
10 ounces per doz., 
Orange ‘“ Oxidized, plain bowi, “ 2375 
te “ ry gilt “ 325 
Sugar “ “ satin “ “ 3 00 
Cy Lid gilt (13 t 8 50 


The $260 Tea is also supplie? etched in bowl, 
“The Time To Be H-ppyL- Now,” or other mot- 
toes, or names. for fifty cents extra. Parties en- 
titled to spoons may, upon paying difference in 
price, select any other spoon from above list. 

My stock embraces everything usually kept in 
first class jewelry stores. Diamonds guaranteed 
20 per cent below regular market price. Watches 
of every description, Chains, Rings, Necklaces, 
Jewelry, Silver_and Plated Ware, Optical Goods 
Ba‘ges, Gold Pins, Etc. And $1,000 will be paid 
for proof that I hav advanced iny prices above 
lowest prices published in any of my letest price- 
lists, on account of the above liberal offer. 

(it Freethought Badges are preferred the $2.50 
may be so applied.) 


OTTO WETTSTEIN, 
(Established 1857) ° Rochelle, IL., 


Designer of The, Perfected “Otto Wettstein” 
Watch; the Beautiful Ingersoll Spoon; the Popu- 
lar Freethought Padge. 

Send for pricelists, cards in colors and gold of 
badge, tracts, ete., free. 


FOUNTAIN P 


EN, Oc. 


A splendid writing instrument, Hard Rubber Holder, patent 
continuous feed, durable goldine pen, perfect finish, wres 
10 pages at ono tilling. To advertise our line of 1000 ne 
articles wo send sample pen with largo catalogue ps e 
for 10c., 3 for 25e. BIG BARGAIN VALUE! Cataloge 
R-H.INGERSOLL & BRO.65 Cortlandtst.N. X.Civy 
8teowl2 i 


i 


HE NOTED SPECIALIST, 
For Men Only, 


is a physician of a wide and extensive practice, 


and his remedies are of the best. The Doctor 
treats all those peculiar diseases of young and 
middle-aged men, as the result of youthful errors 
and excesses, causing Early Decay, Loss of Man- 
hood, Wasting Discharges, „Varicocele, Mental 
and Physio Debility, Idiocy, Insanity, and 

eath. i 

To those afflicted and who are desirous of being 
cured a booklet of some 33 pages will be sent ta 
their address for ten cents, sealed in a plain 
envelope, giving causes and Symptoms of the 

omplaint and a description of the Doctor's im- 
ortant medical dincovory aa Outward Applica- 
ion—a positive cure—the only remedy of the 
kind in existence—with evidences of success. 

dress, DR. R. P. FELLOWS, 
2 , Vineland, N, $. 
And say you saw this advertisement in THE 
TRUTH SEEKER. : 
Dr. Fellows is an Infidel 


To Regulate the 
STOMACH, LIVES 
ano BOWELS, take 


R'PANS TABULES, 
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DID JEREMIAH MEAN THIS? 


Thus saith the Lord of hosts, Behold, evil shall go forth from nation to nation, and a great whirlwind. 
shall be raised up from the coasts of the earth.—Jere. xxv, 32. 


MEDICAL. 


“A Digest of Science.” 


If you need a medicine pay attention to some- 


thing which will cure you. It is known as 


The Water of Life, 


THE DYNAMIC. THEORY OF LIFE AND MIND: the, Water of Life, 


troubles. By injecting this water it will heal all 
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SV ews of the (Deck. 


An example of religious bigotry that is 
attracting attention is the blackballing of 
Theodore Seligman by the Union League 
Club, of New York, because he is s 
Hebrew. 


Wm. Bursanx, a convert to the new 
Carterite sect near Kalamazoo, Mich., has 
been tarred and feathered for paying so 
much attention to religion as to leave his 
children without clothing and food. 


Protestants in England are indignant 
that the lord mayor of London, at a ban- 
quet given by him at the Mansion House 
in honor of Cardinal Vaughan, in propos- 
ing the dual toast ofthe queen and the 
pope placed the pope’s name first. 


Tre temperance reform notion that all 
liquor-selling should be done by the gov- 
ernment has been legislated into actuality 
in South Carolina. That state is opening 
barrooms and preparing to sell all the 
liquor that will be allowed to be disposed 
of after July ist. 


ÅBRAHAM MARTIN, an old negro of Atchi- 
son, Kan., has had in a dream a revelation 
that another deluge is coming. He re- 
ceived commands to build an Ark and 
freight it with.animals, He has been at 
work on the Ark a year. He expects the 
animals to begin arriving in pairs in June. 


Tue corpse of a servant-girl named 
Marie Paulik was found in the Elbe river, 
near Prague, Austria. The populace con- 
ceived: that she had been murdered by 
Jews and her remains used in religious 
rites. They wrecked a synagog and as- 
saulted Jews and their dwellings so furi- 
ously that troops suppressed them only 
with difficulty. 


Joun Hur, the seventeen-year-old 
negro banged at Camden, N. J., on the 
14th, for murder, at the scaffold said to 
his lawyer: ‘‘Good-bye. Mr. Rex. I 
expect to meet you and all my kind 
friends in heaven. Sheriff West has been 
very good to me and I’ll soon see him in 
heaven.” His last words were, ‘‘ Jesus, 
Jesus, Jesus.” 


THs opening ceremonies of the Colum- 


Anattempt to show that all Organic Beings are both Con- | tics as Piles Fyphoid tnd other fevers, Bowel | Pian Exposition will be : 
structed and Oper naby a Dynamic ads Gjaeason, Uterine and coer Sorma. of Female Music—Columbian Mareh and Hymn—John P. 
(0) eir respective nvironments, 


cellent remedy for Catarrh and Lung and Throat rayer. 

inflammations. It will heal the nerves, restoring Presentation of Chiefs of Departments and 
lost vigor of mind and body, creating a goo Forcign Commissioners by the Director- 
appetite and producing sound sleep. It acts General, 

steadily upon the urine, cleansing the blood by Music— “In Praise of God ”—Beethoven. 
means of the kidneys, and acts aly npon the | Address and Opening of the Exposition by the 
bowels, thereby producing bodily habits which Presideut. 

are so essential to good health. This Starting of the Machinery, During Which Time 


Will Perf d the ‘* 
Water of Life |- “oma ge Bee 


el. 
Official Visit to the Departments. 


By JAMES B. ALEXANDER. 


Over 400 illustrations, 87 chapters, 1,067 pages, and a 3-column index of 11 pages. 
Price, express prepaid by us, only $2.75. 


This work endeavors to embrace the field covered by thousands of books, such as those of the } is sold absolutely pure, as it is pumped from 
i .” tho" ional $ ete., ; i i è iti 
boat ee of acer roper correspondence bewen ihom all of the knows factors con- | Ae epring, without the addition of any dmg j Tue great Mormon Temple at Salt Lake 
tributing toward the origin and evolution of organic beings. ple, and nota manufactured article. The uccess City, the building of which has taken 
ss has achieved has come mostly from its friends Se A years, was amie on the 6th. 
Do you wish to be well informed? THEN READ A OHAPTER OR VERSE DAILY FROM THIS BIBLE OF ‘containiae’ phate raved let. | preuam toung, JT., said that politics are 
á SCIENCE! ters, tnd recommendations tom those who have an important o the r Day an a 
. ed $ + ‘ 2 m aship” : used it, giving a forty-page history and all par- | 18 religion and shou. e so considere 

mo oe ee rang ae Tet the Universal Mothers | oat You fo“ worth-ship” (worship) nature | ticulars about this remarkable water, to the Mormon church. He predicted that 
You must own thie book some day: why not NOW? J. R. PERRY, Manager, | the destiny of the Saints is to become 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 6mi2 34South Main Street, Wilkesbarre, Pa. | powerful politicians and the rulers of the 
- world. Lorenzo Snow, president of the 
x y l Twelve Apostles of the church, advised 
Thomas Paine’s Works. |b) opening of the temples as Christ would not 
B l l i S § opening of the temple, as Christ would not 
come until the Saints were prepared to re- 
ceive him properly, and that might be 

ten or twelve or twenty years, 


a ol 


oa! 


ARGUMENT 

IN THE Derzorrvs employed by the Pitts- 

Bhi Reynolds Blasphemy Trial bureh Law and Order League hav accumu- 

Age of Reason and Examina- i 7 | lated a great mass of evidence of violations 

ion of the Prophecies. At Morristown, N. J. of the Sunday law. They hav secured 

Pap., 40.3 clo., 750. This is the greatest argument ever madeina case | the names of, and will complain against, 

Apostle of Political and Re pt this kind, and will be a model forthe Bar so | the superintendent, officials, and stock- 
gious Liberty, (Life.) By | spesch. Its aa aon na a onae to reprenas free | holders of the Citizens’ Traction Co 

: . ed, its elo- = A 7 er 

.Remsburg. Portrait. Pap. | quence never equaled. Wherever Christian per- | Whose offense consists in running cars. 


i 

J. 

50c.; clo., 750. ; .. | secution is going on this argument sh i - i 

Common Sense. Written is | freely circulated, read to the Chriss oud Ag pees oll-takers will be proseonted. A 


Age of Reason, Pap., 25c.: 
€ copies for $1; clo., 500 


1776. 150., i pounded on every occasion. in disgnise visited Carnegie’s 
Crisis. Written During Am. In paper, 25 cents; in cloth, 50 cents. Ponen mills, where he found a thou- 
Revolution. Pap., 40c.; clo., 750. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, | S270 men working; that they were doing 


Great Works. 8vo. 800 pp.. 
clo., 3; lonther, $4; moroccue 
1lt edges 00. 

Lite of. By J. E. Remsburg | WAS 
Port. Pap., 50c 

Life of. With Remarks on 
Comte and Rousseau. By C. 
Blanchard. Pap., 40c.; clo., with 


trait, 60c. 
tite of. With Explanatory | — 39 Gé-— 


fe ane By G. Vale. Por- 
‘alt. . eae 
Lithograph of, Heavy plate avd speech. A superstitious old woman 
paper. 22x28, $1. A A judicial consideration of the question,andthe | Provounced the child bewitched. The 
Political and Religious Re- | decision against the scriptures and the Christian | child’s mattress when opened was found 
former. By B. F. Under- tradition. Price, 10 cents. Address full of feathers matted in uncann shapes 
wood. 10c. i THE TRUTH SEEKER. | of wreaths, flowers, and birds The old 
Political Yorka, g Common : z woman said tbat the first female that visited 
Sense,” 1 Crisis, g p ram id of SC iz eh „| the house next morning would be the 
Rights of Man. Answer to witch. The first one was Mrs. Miller, who 
Burke's Attack on French Revo- | Ancient Egyptian Civilization and Hebrew Nar- called to borrow spectacles, As her hus- 
lution. Pap., 40c.; clo., 75c. : ides band had inl 
mlstimoutals Bo His Berite | zaveta Generis ana Exod, | BANG had once, vainly stlompted to soll 
Theological Works: “Age of By Van BurEN Denstow, LL.D. Price, 15 cents. | posed that Mrs. Miller was moved by 
penne ee eee Pee 
3,” etc., Wi i aine ec f 
iite RA BLED nee a Essa y (0) n M l racles. way, apparently by piven Ho a 
ndication of, Reply X. , ently suspected of abetting the witch 
Observer. By R. G. Ingersoll. 10c. By DAVID HUME. told that if he did not jeave he would be 
burnt at the stake. He left. or 


this not of necessity, but solely of their 
own pleasure, and regardless of the desires 


— 9 paghe — | of the Order League as to when they should 
work, was confessed by the hardened 


wretches. Coachmen who drive let 
CH R I S T m m m | church may be prosecuted., PRERE 
At JENSEN, a German and Russian vil- 
CR U CIF. IED ? lage of Nebraska, Frieda Pruder, a nine- 
year-old girl, had spasms, and lost sight 


28 Lafayette place, New York. 


By AUSTIN BIERBOWER, 


Address The Truth seeker Company, Prien, =- = 7 > MnS 


A Journal of Freethought and Reform. 
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COMPARATIV IGNO 


RANCE—TdE HEATHEN CHINESE AND THE CHRISTIAN CATHOLICS. 


SZ SAS OAS CUS AS AS US CUA EA A EUW CA CV CUS, 


THE BOOK-KEEPER 


WHO POSSESSES A COPY OF 


Goodwin’s Improved Book-Keeping and Business Manual, 
AND HAS MASTERED ITS CONTENTS, 


Is Qualified to Fill a Position as Head Book- Keeper for the Largest Business Concern in the Country. 


1 1 ~ the most striking and. valuable features of the various systems of 
In this book book-keeping employed in the following well-known New York houses 
are clearly and concisely:described as well as fully and correctly illustrated : 


THIS ISSUE of THE TRUTH 
SEEKER is sent to several thou- 


sand Freethinkers who are not 
now: subscribers. We hope they 
will like the paper and authorize 


Arnold, Constable & w E: Ti Jattrey S con é RH Mic S Cosg 

weetser, Pembroo! 0. alhoun, Robbins 0. er. itman o. D j : 

Hilton, Hughes & Co. Lord & Taylor. Edward Ridley & Sons. 7, (118 to place their names on our 
Austin, Nichols & Co. Francis H. Leggett & Co. James McCreery & Co, 

Tefft, Weller & Co. Mills & Gibb. Stern Brothers. 


list. ` l ; 
SUBSCRIBE NOW, and 
read S. P. Putnaw’s letters 
during the World’s Fair. 
They will be the best of all 


The H. B. Claflin Company. “Frederick Vietor & Achelis. . ~ 


Any book-keeper who hopes to obtain a situation in a large wholesale or retail house, or any person 
who is in any way connected with such a house, will find this book OF INESTIMABLE VALUE to him. 
“Your book covers, in my opinion, every point necessary fora thorough knowledge of book-keeping as it is practised in the largest houses.” 
—GEO, W. H. KOCH, head book-keeper for Tefft, Weller & Co., importers and jobbers of dry goods, New York City, March 3, 1888. ~ 

"I find that your book contains many important points never brought out before in a work of its kind. 1 consider it invaluable to the 
fraternit of book-keepers in general, and in particular to those who are connected with the offices of large mercantile houses.”—W. H. 
RUSSELL, head book-keeper for The H, B, Claflin Company, importers and jobbers of dry goods, New York City, March 8, 1888, 


THE YOUNG MAN Who spends from six to sixteen months and from sixty to six hundred dollars tolearn book- 
` keeping in a business college, is—to put it mildly—throwing away both time and money ! 
For three dollars he can secure-a copy of **GOODWIN’S IMPROVED BOOK- 


KEEPING AND BUSINESS MANUAL,’ from which he can obtain, within roo hours’ study (guaranteed), without the as- 
sistance of a teacher, a sufficient knowledge of book-keeping to enable him to accept and hold a situation as book-keeper for the 
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À largest business- concern in the country ! 
: MANY HUNDREDS OF PURCHASERS—who had ious knowled! f book-keeping—h d excel- . . . 
lent situations directly and solely through the Imowlédge of ook-keepig acquired from a tudy of this worki iss > the descripti ons of the H alr. 
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New Publications. 


THE ELIMINATOR; 
Skeleton Keys to Sacerdotal Secrets 


“Write me no more fables, lest I be a fool and 
reaa the riddles awry.” 


By R. B. Westbrook, D.D., LL.B. 


CoNTENTS: The Whole Truth; Sacerdotalism 
Impeached; The Fabulous Claims of Judaism; 
Moses and the Pentateuch; Ancient Symbolism 
and Modern Literalism; Astral Keys to Bible 
Stories; The Fable of the Fall; Search for the 
“Last Adam; What Is Known of the New Testa- 
ment; The Drama of the Gospels; The Ideal 
Christ; Jesus_and Other Christs; A Reverent 
Critique. on Jesus; A -Few Fragments; Blood 
Salvation; The Things That Remain. 

Price, cloth, $1.50. Fort sale at this office. 


VALUABLE ENGLISH 


PUBLICATIONS. 


The Snden#’s Darwin. By Edward B. 
“Aveling, D. Sc., Fellow of University College 
London. The purpose of this book is to te 
something of Darwin’s work to those who have 
neither the time nor the opportunity to investi- 
garetts fully for themselves. 1. The Naturalist’s 
oyage Around the World. 2 Geological 
Works. 8. Botanical Works. 4 Zoological 
Works. _ 5. Works on Evolution. With a 
copious index. Price, $2- 


Pedigree of Man, and Other Essays. BI 
e &r- 


Ernest Haeckel. Contents: Part I: 
winian Theory. 

Race: The Pe ] 
Labor in the Life of Nature and of Man; Cell- 
Souls. and S§oul-Cells. Part 1I; The Progress 
and Work of Zoology; The Development of 
Life-Particles and the Perigenesis of the 
Plastidule; The Proofs of Evolution; The 
Present Position of Evolution in Relation to 
Science; The Origin and Development of the 
Sense Organs. Price, $2. 


The Natural History of Religion. David 
Hume's Celebrated Essay, so foully mutilated 
by Christian publishers, printed complete, with 
an Introduction by John M. Robertson, editor 
of the National Reformer. Price, 50 cents. 

‘The. True Source of Christianity; or, A 
Voice From the Ganges. - By an Indian Officer. 
Answers to the questions—who was Jesus 
Christ? and from, what source were the doc- 
trines derived which he promulgated? Price, 
75 cents. Address THE TRUTH SEEKEK. 


Antiquity 
Unveiled. 


4 r O 


The Origin of the Human 


Ancient Voices 
from the Spirit 
Realm disclose the 
most Startling Rev- 
elations. 


Proving Christianity 
to he of 
Heathen Origin, 


[ILLUSTRATED.} 
Price, - - - - 81.50. 
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Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


APOLLONIUS OF TYANA IDENTIFIED AS THE 
CHRISTIAN JESUS, 


An important and remarkable revelation con- 
cerning the life and times of Apollonius. of 
Tyana, the great sage and philosopher of the first 
century. It is here claimed that his life and 
teachings were appre riated and utilized by the 
formulators of the Christian religion in the in- 
terest of so-called Christianity. The plagiarism 
is made plain in this brief history of Apollonius, 
especially in view of the historical references and 
comments thereon. It is quite evident that to 
conceal the plagiarism, the name of Apollonius 
was suppressed. 

Price, 15 cents. 

i Address 
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A NEW WORK 


BY 
ARTHUR B. MOSS, 
Author of “The Bible and Evolution,” 
` ENTITLED 


Christianity and Evolution, 


With preface by 
J. M. WHEELER, Sub-editor of Freethinker. 


Price, $1. Order at once. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


BOOKS BY 
PROF. FELIX L. OSWALD. 


The Bible of Nature: A Contribution 
to the Religion of the Future. Cloth, $1. — , 
The Secret of the East; or, The Origin 
of the Christian Religion and the Significance 
of its Rise aud Decline. Cloth, $1. 

Physical Education ; or, The Health-Lawa 
of Nature. Cloth, or 

Household Remedies for the Prevalent 
Digoxegers of the Human Organism. Cloth, $1. 

Zodogical Sketches: A Contribution to 
the Outdoor study of Natural History. Illus- 


ted by H. Faber. Cloth, 92. 
trated DV Gress THE TRUTH SEEK E 
28 Lafayette place, New York. 


- New Publications. | 


The Universal Aspect. 


Genesis—The Creation. 

Genesis—The Garden of Eden. 

The Deluge. 

The Scriptural God—The Creation, 

The Creation of God—Abraham. 
Moses—Confirmation of the Idea of God. 


The Christian Era. 
Organic Life— Vegetable. 
Organic Life—Animal., 


Food and Food-Substances, 


igree of Man; On the Division of- 


Price, 10 cents. 


[nstead of a Dook. 


By A Man Too Busy to Write One, 


Cullea from the Writings of B. R. Tucker. - 


This is a big book of over 500 pages, and sets 
forth the principles of Philosophical Anarchy. 
In fact, it is the Creed, by the veritable John 
Calvin, of that cult. Mr. Tucker is a mental 
plumb-line hewer, and has the least regard for 
where the chips fall of any one of the writers of 
that careless camaraderie. Anyone wanting to 


know what the thinking Anarchists think, aud 
why they think that way, will have to get one of | 0 y f R NM I il T ' ' f 
these books in order to know. í 


Hard Knocks 


| New Publications. 


A NEW BOOK--AND A MOST ORIGINAL ONE! 


The Creation of God. 


By DR. JACOB HARTMANN. 


An explanation of the origin of the God Idéa, and the mental processes that led to the formation 
of idols and the worship of them. From the time of Terah’s apostasy, Abraham's nelormabion. and 


to Christ’s coming, 


his banishment for heresy and blasphemy against the Chatdeau idols, , i 

pal characters are analyzed and shown to be human, by thought and deed. It is made plain that the 
eculiar phraseology, cant sayings, subterfuges, miracles, wonder-workings, 
ding are the proper offspring of t 

ing the peculiar politics of t. 


and supernatural pad- 
H e then existing barbarism, ignorance, and superstition, constitut- 
e day. 
CONTENTS IN DETAIL: 
Elimination of Waste Substances, 


The Earth, Ia General. 
The Chemical Aspect. By me Tungs. 
The Sun. By the Kidneys. 


Digestion and Nutrition. 

The Elementary Substances. 

Alcohol and Its Effects on the System. 

The Soul—What Is It? 
The Mind. 


Sin and Salvation. _ 
The Ecclesiastical Kindergarten. 


Samuel the Kingmaker. ] 8 
God Save the King. -` Rational Review. ei 
Jehovah Takes a Rest. Visions—Bible Dreams—Revelations. 
The End of National Life. The Planetary Gods. 


Every Man His Own God. a 
Gateways to Knowledge. | 
Tables orn Whease They Spring. 


The Master Tissues. The Non Credo. 
The Muscular Tissues. 


The Nervous Tissues. ILLUSTRATIONS. 3 


Map of Theological Ketrogression. 
Map of the Deluge and Garden of Eden. 


Thirty Chapters—Four Hundred and Thirty-two Pages, 


Large 12mo. 


In Cloth, $1; in Paper, 50 Cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


THE RESURRECTION OF JESUS. 


AN AGNOSTIC’S VIEW. 

Contents: The Christian Dogma of Salvation; The Christian’s Belief; Why Was 
the Resurrection a Secret Affair? The Age of a Story Does Not Prove Its Truth; 
Pilate’s Attempt to. Save the Life of Jesus; Christ Before Herod; A New Indictment 
Against Jesus; Were the Guards Hired by the Priests? Pilate’s Motive for Secreting 
the Body; Matthew's Account of the Resurrection; Why the Angel Sat on the Stoue; 
Mary's Visit; Angels; Renan’s Theory; The Disciples Were Deceived; The Identifica- 
tion; The Ascension; Why Did Jesus Disappear? Other Strange Phenomena; The 


Chief Priests Did Not Believe in Resurrection; What Became of the Roman Guards? 


The Origin of the Story; St. Pauls Account; St. Paul’s Conversion; A. Modern 


Example; The Roman Governors and the Resurrection Story; The Testimony of 


Contemporaneous Writers; Miracle-Workers; Is ‘the. Resurrection Well Attested? 


Inspiration; Conclusion. 


Price, cloth, 75 cents; paper, 40 cents. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York City. 
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meman MY RELIGIOUS. EXPE- 


By R. B. Westbrook, A.M. 


Third Thousand, 
Address Tae TRUTH SEEKER. 


[zee | RIENCE, 


Being the story of his religious life and mental 
lourneyings. Written in his happiest and most 

rilliant way, and is the bestof all his splendid 
works. Price, 25 cents. Address 


THE. TRUTH SEEKER. 


THE CASE AGAINST THE CHURCH. 
A SUMMARY OF 
ARGUMENTS AGAINST CHRISTIANITY. 
Price. cloth, 50 cants. 


Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. By COL. JOHN R. KELSO. 


Contents: Derivations_and Definitions of 
Political Terms; Various Forms of Government; 
General Principles of Government; Functions 
of Government; Origin of Government; Declara- 
tion of Independence; Articles of Confederation; 


e s . 
C D f ion; i 
at hristianity n | Defects of the Confederation; Formation of the 
By R. WHEELER. — 


riage; Religion; Prohibition; Money; What a 


This book is just what its title implies—thump- | Government Should Be. 
ing whacks at superstition. It deals with the 1 
effect of Christianity-on the world, showing | power, as shown in his “Bible Analyzed” and 
what Christians have done to advance their relig- | “Deity Analyzed,” will realize that in * Govern- 
ion and impede the progress of man. i h 
that Jesus was a false prophet, that the {gospels human authority exposed, and will learn What 
are not authentic, and that Christianity is a 
rowed system of religion. That the Bible is not | his statement of what government is depends 
in accord with Science, that the atonement! upon whether they lean to Socialistic or Anarch- 
scheme is futile and foolish, and that religionis istic philosophy. But at all events everyone. can 
not areal benefit to man. i : 


Those who know Col. Kelso’s keen analytical 


It shows | ment Analyzed” they will hav the. bedrock of 


or- | government is. Whether they will agree with 


learn something from this-book. : 
Price, $1.50. Sold by THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


ice,” ts, six f 1. 
Price,,20 cents, six for $ #8 Lafayette place, New York City. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Rules for Human Conduct. 


‘Map of the Iutellectual Facu'ties—Tke Mind.: 


Tariff for Protection; War; Punishment; Maro 


{Some Handsome Premiums 


To inducé new subscriptions and 


prompt renewals on the part of our 


friends we make the following hand- 
some premium offers: 

For $5.00 we will send Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER one year ($3.00) and “ Paine’s 
Great Works Complete ” (3.00). This 
edition of Paine’s works contains a 
picture of Paine, of the statue proposed 
to be erected in Chicago, and of his 
monument in New Rochelle. | 

For $5.00 we will send Taz Trura 
Szrxer one year ($3.00) and “The 
World's Sages, Thinkers, and Reform- 
ers ” ($3.00). By D. M. Bennett. 

For $4.50 we will send Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER one year ($3) and “The 
Freethinker’s Pictorial Text-Book” in 
cloth ($2.50). 

For $4 we will send Tux Terora 
SEEKER one year ($3) and “The Free- 
thinker’s Pictorial Text-Book” in 
boards ($2). ` 

For $4 we will send Tux : Trura 
SEEKER one year ($3) and a copy of 
“Old Testament Stories Comically 
Illustrated ” in cloth covers ($1.50). 

For $3.50 we will send Taz Trova 
SEEKER one year ($3) and “Old Testa- 
ment Stories Comically Illustrated ” in 
board covers ($1). “ 

For $7.00 we will send Tur Truru 
SEEKER one year ($3.00) and the 
“Gods and Religions of Ancient and 
Modern Times” ($5.00), ‘by D. M. 
Bennett. In two volumes. :Vol. I 
gives a full account of all the gods the 
nations of the earth have worshiped, 
including Jehovah, Satan, the Holy 
Ghost, Jesus Ohrist, Virgin Mary, and 
the Bible. 835 pages, 8vo. Vol. II 
describes fully all religious systems of 
tre world, including Judaism, Mo- 
hammedanism, and Obristianity; the 
latter occupying 372 pages, being fully 
gone into. 949 pages. 

This is a splendid opportunity to 
obtain books which every Liberal de- 
sires to have at an exceedingly low 
price. Old and new subscribers can 
avail themselvs of it, and we shall be 
glad if our present readers will-call 
the attention of their friends to the 
values offered. Ria Ale 


The Freethinker's Badge-pin 


y AND A 
f. Ph THE TRUTH SEEKER 
ONE YEAR, ` 


SP Will be sent for 4.80. The 
y en Pin and The TRUTH 
EKER One year for $5. 


|Ingersoll Souvenir Spoon 


AND 
THE TRUTH SEEKER 


wih ; ONE YEAR, g 

e sent for $4.75. Sugar Spoons and TRUTH 

SEEKER, $5. Either kind (T . 

with zit bow! 50c. more. Tea or Sugar) Spoon 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
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The Truth Seeker. 


Any of our readers who desire a Ne 
acer political paper can obtain "one ar the: fils 
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prt m conne on wi HE TRUTH SEEKER 
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THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
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successiv nights without sleep, in order to compel 
them to confess. These three methods were habitu- 
ally employed with signal success; many women 
were in consequence condemned, and a considerable 
proportion of them were hanged. But such scenes 
did not take place without one noble protest. A 
layman named Reginald Scott published, in 1584, 
his “Discovery of Witchcraft,” in which he un- 


to extirpate witchcraft, they completely sink into 
insignificance before those which were made during 
the Commonwealth. As soon as Puritanigm gained 
an ascendency in the country, as soon as its min- 
isters succeeded in imparting their gloomy tenets 
to the governing classes, the superstition assumed 
a gigantic magnitude. During the few years of the 
Commonwealth, there is reason to believe, says 
hye "History of Katonai, that m 
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6 ascribed entirely to the judges or the legislators, 
for the judges in former reigns never shrank from 


quent writers hav equaled. Keenly, eloquently, 
and unflinchingly, he exposed the atrocious torments 
by which confessions were extorted, the laxity and 
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remittance. writings of the inquisitors, the juggling tricks that 
were ascribed to the devil, and the childish folly of 
the magical charms. He also availed himself in a 
very dextrous manner of the strong Protestant 
feeling, in order to discredit statements that em- 
anated from the Inquisition. But so strong was 
the belief in witchcraft, so fortified in its ramparts 
of church doctrin and biblical assurance, that it 
remained entirely unaffected by the attempted 
refutation, and when James I. mounted the throne 
he found the nation perfectly prepared to second 
him in his zeal against the witches. James, although 
he hated the Puritans, had caught in Scotland 
much of the tone of thought concerning Satanic 
power which the Puritans had always encouraged, 
and which was exhibited to the highest perfection 
in the Scottish mind. He was continually haunted 
by the subject. He had himself written a dialog 
upon it; he had confidently ascribed his stormy 
passage on his return from Denmark to the mach- 
inations of the witches, and he boasted that the 
devil regarded him as the most formidable of op- 
ponents. This storm was the origin of one of the 
most horrible of the many horrible Scotch trials on 
record. One Dr. Fian was suspected of having 
aroused the wind, and a confession was wrung 
from him by torture, which, however, he almost 
immediately afterward retracted. Every form of 
torture was in vain employed to vanquish his ob- 
duracy. The bones of his legs were broken into 
small pieces in the boot. Allthe torments that 
Scottish law knew of were successivly applied. At 
last, the king—who personally presided over the 
torture—suggested a new and more horrible device. 
The prisoner, who had been removed during the 
deliberation, was brought in, and (we quote the con- 
temporary narrativ) “bis nailes upon all his fingers 
were riven and pulled off with an instrument, called 
in Scottish a turkas, which in England wee call a 
payre of pincers, and under everie naile there was 
thrust in two needles over, even up to the heads.” 
However, notwithstanding all this, “so deeply had 
the devil entered into his heart, that hee utterly 
denied all that which he before avouched,” and he 
was burnt unconfessed. Soon after James’s ac- 
cession to the throne of England, a law was enacted 
which subjected witches to death on the first con- 
victio1, even though they should hav inflicted no 
injury upon their neighbors. This law was passed 
when Coke was attorney-general, and Bacon a 
member of Parliament; and twelve bishops sat 
upon the commission to which it wasreferred. The 
prosecutions were rapidly multiplied throughout 
the country, but especially in Lancashire; and at 
the same time the general tone of literature was 
strongly tinged with the superstition. Sir Thomas 
Browne declared that those who denied the exist- 
ence of witchcraft were not only Infidels, but also 
[by implication, Atheists. 


But, great as were the exertions made by James 


acting on the mind, predisposing men to see Satanic 
influence in life, and consequently eliciting the 
phenomena of witchcraft. A panic on the subject 
spread through the country; and anecdotes of 
Satanic power soon crowded in from every side. 
The county of Suffolk was especially agitated, and 
the famous witchfinder, Matthew Hopkins, pro- 
nounced it to be infested with witches. A commis- 
sion was accordingly issued, and two distinguished 
Presbyterian divines were selected by the Parlia- 
ment to accompany it. It would hav been impos- 
sible to take any measure more calculated to stimu- 
late the prosecution, and we accordingly find that 
-in Suffolk er persons were hanged for witchcraft 
in a single year. mong others, an Anglican 
clergia weed owes, who was now verging on 
eighty, and who for fifty years had been an irre- 
proachable minister of his church, fell under the 
suspicion. The unhappy old man was kept awake 
for several successiv nights, and poressited 7 Il Te 
was weary of his life, aid was scarcely sensible of 
what he said or did.” He was then thrown into the 
water, condemned, and hanged. According to the 
story which circulated among the members of the 
Established church, he maintained his innocence — 
manfully to the end. If we believe the Puritanical 
account, it would appear that his brain gave way 
under the trial, and that his accusers extorted from 
him a wild romance, which was afterward, with 
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Witcheraft in England. 

We described in our last number the persecution 
‘by. the Christian church of those whom that institu- 
tion styled witches, through the countries of conti- 

‘nental Europe. We will now relate the course of 
‘the same persecution in England. 

In England the belief in witchcraft was much 
less prominent than on the continent. Owing 
partly to its insular position and partly to the in- 
tense political life that from the earliest period ani- 
mated the people, there was forraed in England a 
fearless and self-reliant type of character essentially 
distinct from that which was common in Europe, 

‘eminently free from morbid and superstitious ter- 
rors, and averse to the more depressing aspects of 
religion. It was natural, however, that amid the 
conflicts of the Reformation, some of the darker su- 
. perstitions should arise; and we accordingly find 
Cranmer, in one of his articles of visitation, direct- 
ing his clergy to seek for “any that use charms, 
sorcery, enchantments, witchcraft, soothsaying, or 
any like craft invented by the devil.” We find also 
a very few executions under Henry VIII. ; but in 
the following reign the law on the subject was re- 
pealed, and was not renewed till the accession of 
Elizabeth. New laws were then made, which were 
executcd with severity; and Jewell, when preach- 
ing before the queen, adverting to the increase of 
witches, expressed a hope that the penalties might 
be still more rigidly enforced. “May it please 
your grace,” he added, “to understand that witches 
and sorcerers within these few years are marvel- 
ously increased within your grace’s realm. Your 
grace’s subjects pine away even unto death ; their 
color fadeth, their flesh rotteth, their speech is be- 
numbed, their senses are bereft. . . . I pray 
God they never practice further than upon the sub- 
ject.” On the whole, however, these laws were far 
milder than those on the continent. For the first 
conviction, witches who were not shown to hav de- 
stroyed others by their incantations were pun- 
- ished only by the pillory and by imprisonment, 
while those who were condemned to death perished 
by the gallows instead of the stake. Besides this, 
` torture, which had dove so much to multiply the 
evidence, had always been illegal in England, and 
the witch-finders were compelled to content them- 
selvs with pricking their victims all over in hopes 
of discovering “the insensible spot,” with throwing 
them into the water to ascertain whether they would 
sink or swim, and with keeping them during several 


version of the Sadducee and the Infidel.” 

We hav seen that the conception of witchcraft, 
which had existed in England from the earliest 
period, assumed for the first time-a certain promi- 
nence amid the religious terrorism of the Reforma- 
tion; that its importance gradually increased as the 
trials and executions directed public attention to the 
subject; and that it, at last, reached its climax un- 
der the gloomy theology of the Puritans. In its 
decline, the clergy continued to assert and defend 
it, when the great bulk of educated laymen had 
abandoned it. The skepticism on the subject arose 
among those who were least governed by the 
church, advanced with the decline of the influence 
of the clergy, and was commonly branded as a 
phase and manifestation of In j 

By these clergymen, every attempt to substitute 
a lighter punishment for death was fiercely de- 
nounced as a direct violation of the divine law. 
Indeed, some churchmen went so far as to question 
the lawfulness of strangling the witch before she 
was burnt. Her crime, they said, was treason 
against the almighty, and therefore to punish it by 
any but the most agonizing deaths was an act of 
disrespect to him. Besides, the penalty in the 
Levitical code was stoning, and stoning had been 
pronounced by the Jewish theologians to he a still . 
more painful death than the stake. 

In 1768 John Wesley prefaced an account of an 
apparition that had been related by a girl named 


many others, reproduced by Baxter “for the con| AN 
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~ Elizabeth Hobson, by some extremely interesting 
sentences on the subject.. “It is true, likewise,” 
he wrote, “that the English in general, and indeed 
most of the men of learning in Europe, hav given 
up all accounts of witches and apparitions as mere 
old wives’ fables. Iam sorry for it, and I willingly 
take this opportunity of entering my solemn pro- 


test against this violent compliment which so many 


that believe the Bible pay to those who do not be- 
lieve it. I owe them no such service. I take 
knowledge that these are at the bottom of the out- 
ery which has been raised, and with such inSolence 
spread through the land, in direct opposition, not 
` only to the Bible, but to the ‘suffrage of the wisest 
and best men in all ages and nations. They well 
know (whether Christians know it or not) that the 


` giving up witchcraft is in effect giving up the 
Bible. 


~ Wehay now, in this and former issues of Tae 
Trura SrrKer, delineated the generation, by the 
fathers of the church, of the doctrin that Satan and 
‘his emissaries styled witches control” weather and 
‘disease, with an account of how the . scientific 
theories of the matter were suppressed, and how 
the false doctrin was based throughout on the 
Bible; and hav narrated the persecution bred by 
the belief in the continent and in England. In one 
or more future papers we will relate the course of 
that persecution in Scotland, and our own United 
States; with the aim of furnishing Freethinkers 
herein with a completer exposition of the subject 
than has heretofore been provided them. Mean- 
while, they are to reflect that the Bible and Chris- 
tianity are unavoidably responsible for all these 
horrors; and that these frightful superstitions hav 
declined only because of the decline of the influence 
` of the clergy, and will naturally revive at any time 
whatever when that body may contrive to obtain 
more power. 


Freethought Produces Happiness. 


It is sometimes said that those Freethinkers dis- 
believing in a future existence must be less happy 
than Christians. Here there is overlooked the 
following vital consideration. A belief in heaven 
sufficiently strong to be of any value in supplying 
happiness can be entertained only by a people very 
ignorant; a people very ignorant is always in misery 
through inability to gratify its earthly, every-day 
wants and through the combativness, injustice, 
and tyranny inseparable from ignorance. And 
as what is remote and impalpable makes a less 
-impression upon the mind than what is near and 
. palpable, so the dim expectations of a heaven will 
in such a case be far overbalanced by the actual 
felt ills around one every day. So here we hav 
the two possible conditions of the race in regard to 
-this matter. Ignorant enough to believe in heaven, 
but unhappy through the trouble invariably accom- 
panying ignorance. Or, with intelligence enough 
to discredit the heaven and thus losing a slight source 
of gratification, but by the better conditions of life 
provided by that intelligence kept in a constant or 
nearly constant state of happiness. Ignorance and, 
on the whole, unhappiness. Or, mnielbgene and, 
_on the whole, happiness. 

But this is not all. Add to this that not only is 
the ignorant life. unhappy, but it is shòrter; not 
only is the intelligent life happy, but: it is longer. 
At the epoch of the Reformation, estimates Dr. Jarvis, 
the health officer and statistician, «the average 
longevity in Geneva was 21.21 years; between 1814 
and 1833 it was 40.68; 
persons now liv to ‘seventy years as lived to forty 
three hundred years ago.” “In those days of 
shrine-cures and ghostly remedies,” says Professor 
Draper, “the death-rate was about .one in twenty- 
three; under the present more material practice it 
is about one in forty.” In the ignorant Christian 
ages inadequate food, clothing, shelter, and sanitary 
regulations to obviaté epidemics, reduced life to a 
“wretched briefness ; now the life-term is steadily 
increasing. And more. It has been asked, why 
may we not continue this lengthening: of the life- 
term indefinitly? Our ability to do ‘much in that 
line we hav substantiated by actual facts; why 
doubt our ability to continue what. we hay com- 


as large.a number of |: 


menced? And if we do so will this not be the 
securing of what may be called an enduring life, a 
future life—the very thing the Christians long for? 
Some think that our knowledge of chemistry and 
physics generally may presently enable us to con- 
trol those chemical and physical processes producing 
what we call life, organization, disorganization, dis- 
ease, decay, death. ` To science, they say, nothing 
is impossible. In that case there would be no 
assignable limit to life. Without pronouncing 
upon this opinion, we at least may point triumph- 
antly to the actual facts that Rationalism has 
already lengthened life, and may confidently be 
expected to increase its length still more. 

Another consideration ignored by the Christian 
getters-up of the theory which we are combating, is 
the fact that when people hav believed in a heaven 
with a strength enabling them to derive happiness 
from the anticipation, they hay also believed in a 
hell with a vividness of realization causing them 
great misery. Though in the present age the con- 
templation of future damnation racks but few 
hearts and unsettles but few minds, during the 
centuries when Christianity was more pervasivly 
held it did cause sufferings inconceivable. When 
the belief in heaven was operativ enough to afford 
somewhat of pleasure, the belief in hell was operativ 
enough to produce a great deal of pain. 

Persons who believe the Christian cult more 
productiv of happiness than the Infidel, do so on 
the word of preachers. Whoever will read the his- 
tory of the most thoroughly Christian centuries 
will find. that beside the present comparativly 
Rationalized age they were gloom beside light, a 
dungeon-cell beside a mountain-top, inferno beside 
paradise. 


The World’s Fair Sundays. 


A final decision as to closing the Columbian Ex- 
position Sundays is now expected daily. It is to 
be rendered by the Fair’s national commission, and 
local directory at Chicago. 

Language suitable for characterization of the 
attempt to close the Exhibition Sundays is difficult 
of selection. Every right-thinking man feel : swell- 
ing within him feelings toward the perpetrators of 
the outrage which are scarcely describable and 
which will inflame him to a redoubled warfare on 
churchism for many a year before their force shall 
hav been spent. 

For many Sundays workingmen hav been hard 
at work inside the grounds of the Fair digging in 
the mud, draining swamps, sweating while those 
known as good people were at church, to enable 
those good people when the time should come to 
see the Fair on week-days. It is taxing to describe 
the character of the man who has the impertinence 
to say that those workingmen. when the Fair is 
finished and their work is cut down to six days 
only, shall not be allowed to go with their families 
and other workingmen to see and study the Fair 


which they created.. When one has seen hundreds 


of men working every Sunday on the Fair it seems 
almost impossible that any sane man should oppose 
keeping the Fair open for them on their only usable 
day. 

- We can do little potter tián quote the expressions 
of Arthur Brisbane in the New York, World, which 


-are that those who insist on Sunday closing may be 
fairly divided into three classes: 


t‘ First. Hypocrits, legislators and others who vote and 
work for. Sunday closing because. they believe, it will 
help them with a certain Class of prejudiced voters. 

“Second; Men who do not think very much, who are 
entirely selfish and who, being able to see all they want 
to of'the. Fair during the week, think it would be just as 
well to keep it closed on Sunday. 

‘Third. Perfectly well- -meaning, honest people, who 
believe that Sunday opening is wrong because they hav 
been told so, ‘and who will not change their minds be- 
cause they hav never learned:how to think.” 

The first two classes, says Mr. Brisbane, are of 
course unworthy of any consideration, the third 
should be kindly and tenderly repressed as an 
infant is when it tries to get near the fire. To Mr. 
Brisbane’s ideas we hav to add only that the persons 
of his third category, who “hav been told so,” hav 
thus been told solely on account of accursed church 
and churchman, 
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The Church an Enemy of Our Fealth. 

As science, feebly beginning to draw breath and . 
stir after its long stifling by Christianity, spreads 
incipiently through thé land, cities one after another 
are opening their eyes to ‘the circumstances sur- 
rounding them as affecting their health. New 
York city, after yielding during decades unnum- 
bered victims to the Moloch of Christian Ig- 
norance, has awakened to the fact ‘that by 
purifying its water supply it may greatly abate 
many diseases. Typhoid fever, diarrheal diseases, 
and cholera are largely, some mainly, prop- 
agated by the entrance into healthy bodies of germs 
from the bowels of the diseased. At present, the 
lake whence New York draws her drinking water 
drains a region which has been permitted to be 
settled by a multitude of persons, and the sewage 
of those individuals is transmitted unpurified to the 
city's water faucets. A commission is at this tardy 
daie endeavoring to abate the nuisance. As the 
commission is swayed by the Tammany ring and not 
by physicians, it is doing its work dilatorily and 
bunglingly. But even this limping move in the right 
direction is not allowed to pass without opposition 
from the ancient enemy of every scientific and 
man-benefiting work, the church. The managers 
of a church at Mt. Kisco, in the city’s watershed, 
individuals knowing all about theology but 
uninstructed in sanitary science, insist on their 
fundamental right to pollute the drinking water 
of New Yorkers. At proceedings in the office . 
of Health Commissioner Daly, one day last 
week, E. A. Horton, who represented the 
Roman Catholic Church of St. Francis, opened by 
insisting that the Church of St. Francis had con- 
stitutional rights of drainage into Branch brook, 
and that it was folly to suppose that the city of 
New York could come in there and stop it from 
exercising privileges which it had bought with the 
land on which it stood. “Do you mean to say 
that you hav the constitutional right to dump filth 
into the drinking water of New York city?” asked 
Lawyer Dykman. “I think we hav some rights,” 
asserted the opposing counsel. “Your client is vio- 
lating the law of the state and the laws of common 
decency,” returned Mr. Dykman, “ and as pastor of 
the church is liable to arrest and imprisonment.” 

A Catholic paper, by the way, remarks: ‘‘Small- 
pox is epidemic in Antwerp and cholera is still prev- 
alent in Russia. If America escapes a visit from 
these plagues this year, its freedom from pest will 
be most Providential.” But the truth is that 
America’s escape will be just in proportion as it 
ignores Providence, and givs itself over to the 
doctrin that events follow not supernatural volitions 
but a natural unbreakable order of cause and 
effect. 


—~st— 


Religion Perpetuating Separation and Ani- 
mosity. 


We hav occasionally pointed out that religion 
tends to perpetuate barriers and distinctions be- 
tween the communities of the earth; and thus 
it does harm, for the obliteration of all such 
barriers is one of the most necessary features of 
progress; since itis requisit to the free interchange 
of thought, criticism, and invention, and to the ex- 
tinction of sectional prejudice and spirit of war. 

An example of this effect of religion is furnished 
by late public utterances of Jewish rabbis. Some 
writers in the press, influenced rather by the wish 
which is father to the thought than. by exact 
observation, had been speaking of the intermingling 
of Jews and non-Jews as a thing of near appreach, 
perhaps already beginning. Thereupon some pro- 
tectors of Hebrew narrowness arose and vehemently 
denied the suggestion. Among them, H. Pereira 
Mendes, “minister to Spanish and Portuguese 
Hebrews, New York city,” givs what he calls 


‘the opinion of, without exaggeration, 999-1,000ths of 
my people. 

‘Assertion No. 1.—‘ That intermarriage between Jew 
and gentile is not prohibited,’ because, for example, 
Moses forbade intermarriage only with the proscribed 
nations of Canaan. (See Ex. xxxiv, 16.) The reply to 
this is, that intermarriage with other than the Canaanite 
nations is also cited as something to be condemned, as is 


seen in 1 Kings xi, 1; Ezra ix, 1, where are mentioned 
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Ammon, Moab, Egypt,. and Edom. They were not of 
the Canaanite nations cited. 

“From the Jewish standpoint, intermarriage with any 
people who ascribe divinity to any being except to God 
alone, is prohibited. We are to be ‘separated’ from 
other peoples (Lev. xxi, 24-26). How can we be ‘sepa- 
rated’ if we intermarry? 

t Assertion No. .2—‘ That we Hebrews are no longer a 
nation.’ This is flatly contradicted in Jer. xxxi, 35, 36, 
where it says we are destined to be a nation ‘forever.’ 

“Assertion No. 83—‘ That initiation into the Abrahamic 
covenant (circumcision) is not necessary for proselytes.’ 

x Jewish law does insist upon the initiation re- 
ferred to, and it is well that the contrary assertion should 
be corrected by chapter and verse. I need only quote 
-Ex. xii, 46, where a man not initiated is even forbidden 
to joinin the great national festival, which annually cele- 
brates the birth of our nation. How, then, can he be 
received as actually one of the nation without said initia- 
tion? I quote only from the Bible, for that is in the 
hands of your readers. Rabbinical law is even more 
precise. But extended discussion, especially from sucha 
standpoint, should be only in the Jewish religious press.” 

Did the Freethought sentiment of universal, non- 
sectarian brotherhood prevail, the Jews of Russia 
would not be holding and proclaiming notions like 
the above, and would not be separated from their 
Russian co-dwellers. and persecuted by them. And 
the Russians would not be narrow-souled and fa- 
natical Christians, and would not want to persecute. 
“The world is my country, todo good my relig- 
ion”—when, when will this noble Rationalistic 
principle pervade mankind? 


At Niagara Falls, on the 19th, Colonel Ingersoll 
was interviewed by a reporter on his impressions 
of the scene there. Instead of giving a burst of 
eloquence over its grandeur and majestic awfulness, 
the distinguished visitor said: “ Niagara Falls is a 
dangerous place.” “Do you mean the hackmen, 
Mr. Ingersoll?” “No. I mean those great rush- 
‘ing waters. There is nothing attractiv to me in 
them. They are really dangerous. There is so 
much noise; so much tumult. -It is simply a mighty 
force of nature—one of those tremendous powers 
that is to be feared for its danger. What I like in 
-nature is a cultivated field, where men can work in 
the free open air, where there is quiet and repose— 
no turmoil, no strife, no tumult, no fearful roar or 
struggle for mas‘ery. I do not like the crowded, 
stuffy workshop, where life isa slavery and drudgery. 
Giv me the clm, cultivated land of waving grain, of 
flowers, of happiness.” Mrs. Ingersoll, who accom- 
panied her husband, was enraptured with the 
beauties of Niagara. 


At Toronto, Can., on the 19th, Judge Armour 
told a jury that a certain couple could not be con- 
victed under Canadian law for adultery. He said 
the law under which they were arrested had been 
passed to prevent Mormonism from entering the 
Northwest territories. It said no man could keep 
or hav more than one wife under the same roof. 
“The Mormons,” said the judge, “are allowed by 
their own laws to hav as many wives as they can 
comfortably keep. All the women are kept under 
the same roof, but there is no quarreling, and each 
wife is equally well cared for. In Canada a man 
often has two women, but there is always 
one favorit and the other is not cared for. 
I may also say the two women are not 
kept under the same roof. But the . Christian 
Canadian who looks after only one wife will not 
allow the heathen Mormon to enter this country. 
I hav the law here before me, and as there is no 
evidence that the prisoner was keeping two wives 
he cannot be convicted under the act.” The case 
was discharged. These animadversions upon 
Christians’ own delinquencies, coming from the 
side of that sect which they persecuted and well- 
nigh extirpated simply out of jealousy of a re- 
ligion outthriving their own, are in the nature of a 


“righteous retribution.” 
<< 

The World’s Fair From a Freethinker’s Stand- 
point. 

‘In May we shall begin the publication of a series 
of letters which will be of great interest and 
beauty. Samuel P. Putnam will write them from 
Chicago, and they will be about the World’s great 
Fair, which opens in that lively and booming town 
on May 1st. Mr. Putnam’s description—as every- 
one who knows him knows—will not.be the com- 


monplace matter of the geniusless boiler-plate 
correspondent, but the impressions made upon a 
cosmopolitan poet by the aggregation of samples of- 
the world’s progress in mechanics, art, literature, 
knowledge. The letters will undoubtedly be big and 
broad, wide and deep—a picture and a panorama, 
a history of human advance from “that man in the 
dug.out” to the racial subjugation of the forces of 
nature—so far as taese forces are subdued... The 
letters will be essentially a Freethinker’s view of 
the Fair, what it shows, and what it foreshadows, 
and we venture to say that among the hundreds of 
correspondents at the Fair, and the thousands of 
letters to be written by them, there will be none 
like the writer of the Freethought views and his 
descriptions. 
will agree with us in this estimate, we know. 


call the attention, of their friends to this announce- 
ment and suggest to them that a six months’ 
subscription will insure them the receipt of these 
letters, which will alone be worth many times the 
cost of the paper. 


[nthe Gast. 


storm and I did not hava great many present at 
the lecture, Friday evening, April 14th, at Harwich, 
Mass. 
slavery band yet left, and they were not afraid to 


‘is a fortress that will not surrender to the enemy. 


Readers of his “News and Notes” 


We shall be obliged to our friends if they will 


News. and Notes. 
The uneertain April weather darkened into a 


But there are some few of the old anti- 


stand upon the picket line on a rainy night. Per- 


haps if I try Harwich again in summer weather 


there will be an improvement. There is a Spiritual. 
ist camp-meeting here on grounds fronting the 
sea and the attendance is quite large during the 
warm months, and the voice of Washburn and 
others has been heard here in unison with the 
music of the waves. Mr. Robbins gave me a pleas- 
ant drive along the shore and across country, where 
the beautiful lakes are shining inthe sun. The cape 
here is about seven miles wide from sea to sea, and 
within the middle, which is called the “backbone,” 
are a large number of lakes, from one mile to 
three miles in length, with wooded shores and steep 
bluffs, as if once on a time an immense tidal wave 
from the ocean had plunged with mighty fury upon 
the level cape and scooped out these vast reservoirs. 
They adorn the landscape with limpid beauty and 
offer, in their sylvan surroundings, a charming con- 
trast to the boundless blue which off Harwich 
stretches to Europe in one unbroken tide. 

Saturday morning I bid my friend Robbins and 
his family good-bye, having greatly enjoyed my 
visit among the Cape Cod folks, and I do not think 
one can find any better place to liv than on these 
shores, where the standard of liberty has always 
been unfurled. The old Puritans were not quite so 
savage here as elsewhere. They felt somewhat the 
softening influences of the sea, especially in bright 
summer days, when like the blue Augean itself 
flowed and sparkled the gentle waters. There has 
always been a Liberal spirit in this. home of the 
wandering sailor, who from every land has brought 
something of knowledge and the romance of 
adventure, and theology has not been quite so 
stern. It has had to be penetrated with the glory 
of the sunny sea and the sunny sky. 

On Saturday I return to Boston, where I hav the 
pleasure of meeting Washburn, of the Investigator, 
who always givs the Secular Pilgrim good cheer. 
After arduous labor in the field, it is with a glow 
of hope that I strike Paine Memorial Hall, that 
lifts its gallant front against superstition. Here 


Saturday evening I go the Boston Museum of 
old-time pleasant memory, and witness one of the 
best plays of the day, “Shore Acres,” by Hearne, 
who plays the principal role. I was surprised and 
delighted to find this an outspoken Freethought 
play, and it takes immensely. Advanced ideas are 
skilfully woven in, and form a part of the romance 
of the drama. It is sufficient to say that the Athe- 
ist doctor—the hero and the lover—comes out 
ahead. It is a picture of real Yankee life, with the 
new thoughts of the world irradiating the olden 
time. : 

I lecture at Boston on Sunday afternoon to a 
fine audience. Boston always givs a generous 
welcome to the Freethought speaker. 

I leave Boston Sunday afternoon, 5 o'clock, 
for Worcester, Mass., where W. B. Clark has in- 
augurated a successful movement. Remsburg and 
Washburn hav been there before me, and been 
greeted by large audiences. I was equally fort- 
unate myself, and after a lapse of twenty-five years 
I again addressed a Worcester public. The last 


people. 
hav not seen for years, and I find that they are on the ` 
path of progress. 
friend Clark is doing a noble work in -bringing . 


time I spoke or preached in Worcester was in an 
orthodox Congregational church in 1868, when I 
was just entering the orthodox ministry. Great, 
changes hav occurred since then, both in Worcester 
and in myself: Forty-five years ago I attended the 
Old -South church on the Common, where every- 


thing was solemn. and Puritanic. I remember the 
dismal sermons and the tedious Sunday-school and 
the holy Sabbath. But times hav changed. Wor- 
cester is pervaded bv a Liberal spirit, and stands 
well to: the front. There was even an exhibition ' 
open on Sunday afternoon for the benefit of tbe 
I met old schoolmate friends here that I | 


Worcester is a growing city, and 


together its advanced elements. Other lectures 
will be given and the campaign carried on with 
greater vigor n<xt year. 

Monday I leave Worcester for Bristol, Conn., . 
and here I find a stalwart few. I did not-hav à. 
large audience at the Opera House, but it was ap- 
preciativ, and I am cordially invited to return again 
to this place. Mr. C. F. Michal, of the Commercial 
House, is also proprietor of the Opera House, and 
he generously gave me the use of the Opera House 
for the lecture. and also entertained me in cordial 
fashion, and in every way helped to make the 
lectures a success. I was pleased to meet with 
Elliott, now of New Britain, about ten miles from 
Bristol. The last time I met him was at Portland, 
Ore., where we campaigned together. Elliott is 
always ready to tackle the preachers, and givs them 
more than they bargain for in many a debate. a 

I leave Bristol on Tuesday morning for New 
York. I make a flying visit to Larchmont Manor 
with Dr. E. B. Foote; hav a chat with Professor 
Beall, of “The Brain and the Bible ;” recuperate 
myself in the Truru Srrxer office looking at the new - 
books, etc. I leave to-day, April 20th, for Dayton, 
O, where I lecture on Friday and Sunday morn- 
ing, and ut Cincinnati on Sunday evening. Then 
I journey to Chieago and the World’s Fair. 

Samuen P. Purnam. 


—_—— 


To My Liberal Friends. 

I propose to publish a pamphlet, the middle 
part of which appears in Tse Truru Serxer 
this week, entitled, “Religion a Curse, Religion a 
Disease, Religion a Lie.” I consider that we are 
drifting into a most dangerous religious tyranny 
and war. It is not simply church and theology 
that we must oppose, but it is religion at the root 
of these, which is what I hav- defined it to be. We 
must understand religion, and for the safety of the 
race we must destroy religion. I want this book 
to be widely read. It is important. Religion as 
the foe of humanity is not sufficiently understood. 
We do not realize its terrific nature. I hav written 
this book because I feel the necessity of speaking 
the plain truth. I challenge contradiction of my - 
statements. Send to Tae Truru Szexer for this 
book. Cireulate it. Price, 25 cents per copy. 

Samvet P. Pournam. 


ee 
Colonel Ingersoll’s Lecture Engagements. 


Colonel Ingersoll will make a short lecturing tour, be- 
ginning this month, and his dates are as follows: 


Buffalo, N. Y., April 18 |Colambus, O., May i 
Toronto, Ont., «« 20 | Dayton, O., e og 
Hamilton, Ont., sé 21] Fort Wayne, Ind, “* Ẹ 
London, Ont , ss 92} Indianapolis, Ind, “ 4 
Rochester, N. Y., ‘€ 24} Evansville, Ind., e 5 
Syracuse, N. Y., ‘“  25|Terre Haute, Ind., “ 6 
Cincinnati, O., «©  30j|8t. Louis, Mo., e a 


Liberals living in the vicinity of these cities can leara 
the locations of the halls and theaters from local papers. 
Probably most of our readers around these places will make | 
something of a journey to hear these lectures, and they 
will be well repaid for their trouble. 

p 


Book Note. 


J. E. Remsburg’s books continue to hava large sale. 
One dealer- has. sold nearly three thousand copies in six ` 
months. They are used extensivly for. missionary pur- 
poses. During the past few months the Liberals of 
Belvidere, Ill., hav purchased three hundred copies; of 
‘Dublin, Tex ; Manchester, Conn.; Marcus, Ia.; Still- 
water, Okla , and Crookston, Minn., from one hundred 
to one hundred and fifty copies each; Cooperstown, N. 
'D.; Rogers, Ark.; Pine Bluff, Ark.; Norse, Tex.; Shep- — 
“herd, Mich. ; Findlay, O.; Cleveland, O.; Glens Falls, 
N. Y.; Rexford, Kan.; Gaylord, Kan.; Bruce, 8. D.; 
Waxahachie, Tex.; Vera Cruz, Ind.; Detroit, Mich., 
and Toledo, O., from fifty to one hundred copies each, ' 
Nearly one thousand copies hav been sent to members of © 
Congress, and the legislatures of a half dozen states hay ` 
been supplied with them. 
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Soience and Progress. 


Patent Privileges. 

The Panama trial makes it probable that the Old 
World has been tricked out of $200,000,000 under 
the pretext.of a profitable enterprise in the New. 
Ever since the discovery of facts implicating `a 
number of prominent French Rationalists,the Roman 
Catholic church has kept up a howl of indignation, 
and may really feel sore at the infringement of her 
patent-rights. A freight train stretching from 
Rome to Cairo would barely suffice to transport 
the boodle-which Roman Catholic priests hav con- 
trived to collect under the promis of repayment in 
another world. 

Mountain Sanctuaries. 

Just about three hundred years ago the arch- 
bishop of Granada ordered the execution of a tribe 
of harmless highlanders who had retained the faith 
of their pagan ancestors in the fastnesses of the 
Sierra Nevada, but traces of heresy are nevertheless 
said to linger in the Alpucares, where the Moors 
maintained a practical independence for at least 
fifty years after the surrender of Boabdil el Chico. 
The Lhesgians of the eastern Caucasus still profess 
the doctrins of the Koran in spite of their nominal 
subjection to the Russian government, and in the 
highlands of Savoy the followers of Peter Waldus 
(a Protestant of strong Unitarian proclivities) now 
enjoy the religious freedom which their forefathers 
defended against the murderous attacks of the or- 
thodox man-hunters, who invaded their mountains 
at least twenty different times. 


Volcanic Phenomena. 

The earthquake of. Sumbava (south of Borneo) 
during the first week of February was accompanied 
by a three days’ rain-shower resembling a continuous 
cloudburst. A ledge of isolated rocks, south of the 
island, were swallowed: by the opening of a sub- 
marine crater, and the dense clouds of steam arising 
from that part of the coast drifted north and seemed 
to be condensed in the form of rain as soon as they 
came in contact with the cooler air-currents of the 
uplands. Captain Hoesner, of Batavia, who wit- 
nessed the phenomenon from the wharves of Lom- 
bok harbor, states that its results struck him with 
a possible explanation of the traditional deluge. A 
vast tract of land has undoubtedly been submerged 
in the northern part of the Indian ocean, and the 
vapor-clouds evolved by the interaction of fire and 
water may hav returned to earth in the form of an 
unprecedented rain-shower. The long chain of 
islands stretching from Ceylon to Papua presents 
the same characteristics of geological formation, and 
may once hav formed a continuous peninsula of the 
Asiatic continent. 

The Atonement Dogma. 

Angelo Ghigi, the bandit-chief taken red-handed 
in the mountains of Sardinia, a few weeks ago, turns 
out a zealous partisan of the church, and during 
his trial repeatedly declined to answer the questions 
of a cross-examiner whose scurrilous remarks had 
wounded his religious sensibilities. The number 
of his robberies must run up in the hundreds, but 
as an offset he appears to hav enforced fast-days 
and patronized the venders of relics and miracle- 
working images. 

Notions of Beauty. 
A Georgia ethnologist doubts if the “buck dar- 
kies” of his nativ state at heart consider the 
- prettiest Caucasian girl a peer of an 
Ethiopian belle in full cake-walk rig, and on the 
Congo the blackest, greasiest, and snub-nosiest fe- 
males seem actually to hold the trump cards of the 
matrimonial market. The matrons of Papua rarely 
permit a girl of decent parentage to make her social 
debut before they hav knocked a couple of her front 
teeth out, and the Brazilian botocudos split their 
upper lips to expose the teeth in a sort of perpetual 
grin which they consider the acme of personal 
elegance. All such things, however, are mere 
trifles compared to the anomalies of moral esthet- 
ics if it is true that more than one accomplished 
scholar prefers the nauseous rant of Howling 
Jeremy to the poetry of Virgil and Sophocles. 
A Pricked Bladder. 

The general increase of prosperity in at least 
thirty states of our Union naturally results in more 
liberal contributions of St. Peter’s Pence, but that 
gain does not begin to outweigh the loss of moral 
and material prestige on the other side of the At- 
lantic. Greek Russia, Protestant Germany, and’ 
Freethinking France hold the hegemony of the con- 
tinent as indisputably as Protestant England main- 
tains the empire of the sea; Hungarian Protest- 
ants and North Austrian skeptics are getting the 
inside track in the political arena of the Danube 
countries, the progressiv elements of Italy are radi- 


cally anti-clerical, and before long the holy father 
will hav to puff his balloon with the whining 
acclaims of Spanish church-beggars. 

Superfluons Memorials. 

About a year ago the Heine Monument Associ- 
ation assembled in Dusseldorf, the birthplace of the 
great poet, and got the municipal authorities to 
sanction the project of erecting a statue near the 
main entrance of the city park. Funds were col- 
lected all over Europe, a prominent sculptor had 
completed the plans of the monument, and the 
committee were making arrangements for the erec- 
tion of the pedestal, when the bigoted mayor of 
Dusseldorf revoked the charter, t. e., broke his 
pledge to eighteen thousand subscribers of the 
monument fund, without a word of plausible ex- 
planation—merely pleading the “disagreement of 
the park commissioners,” though his true motiv 
is well known to be a desire to beter his political 
prospects by spitlicking deference to the prejudices 
of the orthodox puppy now occupying the throne 
of Frederic the Great. An eminent lawyer informed 
the representativs of the association that they 
would hav no legal remedy under the circum- 
stances, and the next week the verdict of public 
opinion was voiced in a perfect storm of satires and 
diatribes, some of them worthy of the “German 
Voltaire” himself, e. g., the epigram representing 
Heine's spirit receiving the news from Dusseldorf, 
and interrupting his tabletalk in the halls of Olym- 
pus long enough to remark that: 

Man sieht, wie es scheinet, am Rheine, 

Das Licht der Welt nicht mehr 
—‘“the times are over, it seems, when one could 
behold the light of the world on the Rhine.” But, 
after all, what need of a sculptured memorial toa 
man whose monuments stand on the shelves of a 
million libraries ? 

An Old Flag. 

The wardens of the mosque of Mehemet Ali, in 
Alexandria, Egypt, preserve a flag said to hav 
waved from the tent of Amru, the conqueror of the 
lower Nile, in a.n. 688, 7. e, more than twelve 
hundred years ago. The cathedral of Ravenna, 
indeed, pretends to possess the standard of Con- 
stantine the Great, but the piece of blue silk, ex- 
hibited under that name, has been renewed about 
as often as the “miraculous kerchief of Santa 
Veronica,” of which Spain alone boasts some 
twenty-five duplicates. 

Love’s Labor Lost. 

“ He will be nicely cheated if there should be no 
hereafter,” said Diderot, when he heard that a 
French nobleman of his acquaintance had entered 
a Trappist comvent in the hope of reaching paradise 
by that peculiar road. The friends of Edwin Arnold 
must hay remembered that anecdote on learning 
that the “ advisers of her majesty do not favor the 
plan of appointing a successor to the. late poet- 
laureate,”—and that thus, in all probability, the 
author of the “Light of Asia” has in vain under- 
gone the horrible tedium of writing a trinitarian 
orthodox companion-piece to his great epic. 

F. L. Oswatp. 


A Soul for the Universe. 
From the Housekeeper. 


“The Dynamic Theory of Life and Mind,” by James 
B. Alexander, is an attempt to show that all organic 
bodies are both constructed and operated by the dynamic 
agencies of their respectiv environments. 
` Arguing from the theory of the natural selection of 
species, the author advances the premis that mental 
action is but a form of physical energy under the domin- 
ion of natural law, and that in the study of animals we 
study man. i 

While giving due credit to prominent scientists, he 
makes good use of their research and experience and 
illustrates his points carefully. Beginning with a 
nucleated cell as a postulate, he considers everything in 
sea, earth, and air that affects its evolution, and notes 
the points of difference and similarity between it and 
other cells in the process of development. ; 

The argument is, that no change of principle takes 
place from beginning to end, though the ‘‘ change of re- 
action and function that supervenes upon a ;change of 
form is often of the most extreme nature;” that energy is 
the motion of material bodies, and that force is the meas- 
ure of energy; that either is the universal agent of 
energy and the yehicle for its conveyance between these 
bodies; that they constitute the basis of its action, and 
their form, structure, and molecular constitution deter- 
min the manner and force. of its manifestation; that its 
‘‘reactions from brain cells constitute mind, and there- 
fore in a broad sense either is the soul of the universe; 
ponderable matter its body.” 

The author’s earnest thought, patient study, and per- 
sonal conviction impress the reader whether he accept or 
reject the premis and argument. Pp. 1,056; $2.75. 
Address Taz TRUTH SEEKER. 


Bound Volumes of The Trnth Seeker. 


We hav a few bound volumes of THE TRUTH SEEKER for 
the year just closed (1892) which will be gent on receipt 
of $4. We also hav a few of previous years which can 
be sold for $3. Readers desirous of keeping files as re 
ceived weekly can obtain the File Binder for $1, 


Gommunications. 


Religion a Curse, Religion a Disease, Religion 
a Lie.—(Continued.) 
DEDICATED TO THE AMERIOAN CONGRESS WHIOH FOR 
THE SAKE OF RELIGION HAS STABBED LIBERTY TO 
THE HEART. 


Theology in all its thousand tomes of waste paper 
has given but one argument in support of its claims, 
namely the argument from design. Surely if the 
argument from design cannot demonstrate God’s 
existence no argument can. a 

But logic overthrows this argument and’ evolu- 
tion simply annihilates it. es 

To prove design you must prove a beginning. 
You can prove design in a watch or house because 
you can prove the beginning of a watch and house. 
But if you could not prove the beginning of a watch 
or house, you could not prove that there was any 
design. A designed thing must be a begun thing. . 
Suppose the watch and the house never began to 
be, suppose they existed eternally, then, of course, 
there would be no design in a watch or house. 
They always existed exactly as they are. Logic 
plainly declares—no beginning, no design. i 

Therefore, unless you can prove- the beginning 
of the universe you cannot prove any design in it. 
But it is impossible to prove the beginning of the 
universe. We were not there, and as we were not 
there, and can’t “get there,” not even Sam Jones, 
how can we prove the beginning? This is logic 
which no one can deny. ` 

Do you assume that because there is design, or 
adaptation, therefore there was a beginning? That 
is begging the whole question. It is putting the 
cart before the horse. No true logician will affirm 
such a proposition. Design cannot prove a begin- 
ning. Itis beginning that must prove the design. 
But grant the proposition that design or adaptation 
proves beginning. Then if it proves the beginning 
of the universe, it proves also the beginning of God, 
for God is not chaos, he is adaptation, harmony, and 
therefore according to this proposition is a begun 
being. Logic is logic, and what applies to the 
universe appliestoGod. According to this proposi- 
tion there must be an infinite number of Gods. 
Every God must be a begun being, for in every 
God are those “marks of design,” or adaptation, 
which prove a beginning. 

Upon whichever leg you put the argument from . 
design it falls to the ground. The existence of 
God is unproved. If you say that design per se 
proves a beginning, then it proves God’s beginning. 
It proves that there are millions and millions of 
Gods; an endless chain of cause and effect. There 
can be no such thing as an uncreated God, unless 
he is an infinite chaos. If design proves beginning, 
then it takes chaos to prove no beginning. The 
eternity of God, therefore, depends upon the dis- 
order of his existence. If you say, as logically you 
should, that the beginning proves the design, not 
that the design proves the beginning, then theology 
is equally checkmated, for.it isimpossible to prove 
the beginning of the universe and therefore the 
necessity for a God. i 

Evolution annihilates design. Evolution de- 
clares simply adaptation, which is the result of 
environment, and is perfectly natural. Adaptation 
does not make environment, but environment makes 
adaptation. You do not need environment plus 
God. Environment is just as capable as God, and 
needs no God. No one would say that it takes an 
act of God to make fire produce heat. No theo- 
logian would be so foolish as to assert that. Fire 
produces heat, God or no God. So environment 
produces adaptation, God or no God. God would 
be a useless incumbrance in the matter. He couldn’t 
make it any less, any more, or any different than it 
is. The adaptations are, because the environments 
are, and the adaptations are exactly.as they are be- 
cause the environments are exactly as they are. 
The least change in the environment would just to 
that extent change the adaptation. Where is there 
any need of a purpose, or tendency, outside of the 
environment? It wouldn’t change the result in the 
least. 

If you surrender to the environment as t he sole 
source of the adaptation, and ask who mad the en- 
vironment, I might answer a fool accordin to his 
folly, and ask who made God? ‘We should simply 
enter upon a war of words and leave the realm of 
facts. Facts exist and always will exist somehow. 
Existence must always have a form, and that form 
will be an environment. There cannot be existence 
without modes—that is, there cannot be existence 
without environments. The question, therefore, is 
not the origin of environment but of adaptation. 
What makes the adaptation? The environment 
altogether, and therefore God is entirely ruled out. 


He is not: even-a silent partner. -We do not. need 
him in any. capacity.. To the intellect he is a 
nonentity. ` = 


If this, Qod, this infinite goodness, this infinite. 


justice, this infinite love, exists, where is he amidst 
the awful tragedies of human life? No sign he 
gives, no word, no light, no hope. Blind and still 
are the heavens to every prayer; millions perish, 
and they cry to God, and no answer comes. The 
babe dies upon its mother’s breast; the youth is 
slain before the eyes of his parent; the wife sinks 
outraged upon her husband’s breast; the old man 
totters to the poorhouse;. the storm rushes; the 
lightning strikes; the. waves wreck; not.a mo- 
ment passes but tears roll from countless eyes; 
homes ‘are desolated ; the little cottage burns, and 
the palace flames with crime; the martyr bows his 
head; the despot triumphs and the patriot bites 
the dust; liberty is in chains and justice is denied, 
and love seeks the coffined .dust.. Oh, the horror 
and the agony of human life! -Ignorance is bliss. 
We cannot, must not, know it all. It would make 
one insane. Obh, the torture of it!..And where is 
God? ` Cannot he heal one wounded heart? Can 
he not strike one blow for justice? Can he not 
answer one prayer? Can he not take one grain 
from man’s infinite mass of misery? Not one, 
not one. He is cold and still, invisible, wrapped 
in darkness. He is indeed a lie, a cruel lie, a 
damned lie—and the world will not be happy until 
his image is forever abolished. We can be happy 
without God, but we are only miserable with God; 
for what is he but the creation of our own disease? 

And so to save this hideous lie, another hideous 
lie is invented, the lie of Immortality, the only 


possible salvation for the God of man’s idolatry.: 


Time condemns, discrowns, and annihilates 
God. Will eternity resurrect him and clear 
his blasted reputation? I am afraid not. 
Is there any guarantee that God will be more 
powerful or more wise hereafter than to-day? 
Can the infinite change and improve? If God 
is helpless now, why not always helpless? If 
the conditions of time defeat his good intentions, 
will the conditions of eternity be any better? 
Where is the gain? I want God, if at all, for 
present use. I would like to have him give some 
happiness here and now. If we have to trust God 
to-day, won’t we always have to trust him and be 
forever disappointed ? 
and suffering and every kind of horror on this 


“bank and shoal of time,” and he is infinite, and’ 


never will be more infinite, why is not this sad ne- 
cessity permanent? It does not help God at all to 


put off the date of reckoning. We have a right to- 


judge him by the present scheme of things. The 
lie of immortality will not make any more palatable 
the lie of God. In fact, according to popular the- 
ology, God will be worse hereafter—more unjust, 
terrific, and diabolical. We can stand his deeds 
of omission in this world, and be thankful it is no 
worse. But how about eternal hell-fire? The 


little band of saints playing on.golden harps, whose 


music will be drowned by the shrieks of a million 
times their number—is that a vindication of God’s 


justices and love? .Will that put the crown of glory. 


on his brow—-the flames of torment and almost 
universal ruin? I had rather take my chances 
here, and be a sinner here under.God’s frown than 
a saint hereafter under God’s smile. Bad as this 
world is, the heaven of orthodoxy is more evil still. 
There is some love here, and. joy. We do have 
some human sympathy and are not altogether 
crushed. . But what is the hereafter? A burning 
hell and a heaven more damnable still; for the 
saint hereafter is meaner than the devil himself, 
since without a twinge of pain he can look upon 
the eternal torments of his own child. Theologians 
lie for the glory of God, but they only make him a 
greater fiend. 

Even if immortality were of advantage to God, 
or to man, there is not a particle of evidence to 
prove it. Like God himself it is merely an assump- 
tion, a dream of the imagination. No Bible and no 
church has ever given a glimpse of light into the 
infinite unknown. Death to us is a wall and human 
experience has never passed beyond it. We may 
dream and we may hope, and that is all. The 
Bible claims to, bring immortality to light, but it is 
a claim that is absolutely worthless. The only 
proof of immortality is. the resurrection of Jesus, 
and there is.no valid historic evidence of this. 
There is no proof that Jesus was ever born, no 
proof that he ever died, and therefore there can be 
no proof that he. was raised from the dead. Even 
if Jesus were raised from the dead there is no proof 
that anybody. else. will be raised from the dead, for 
by the assumption Jesus is a God, and therefore his 
resurrection would only prove immortality of a God, 
and not of man. . ; 


There is nọ- natural proof of immortality. The 


D THE TRUTH SEEKER, APRIL 29, 
z a a : ee —— 


.what does it prove at the most? 


if God must allow wrong’ 


dead are silent. All the love and all the-tears of 
the millions living have never made the dead speak. 
No voice is heard from the illimitable deeps. The 
best and the wisest stand at the grave in- utter 
ignorance. Let us accept the fact bravely and 
patiently. Why utter a lie? We know this life, 
and we can know nothing beyond. Death is an 
awful tragedy. We cannot escape it; and we can 
not make it any the less a tragedy. We can cover 
the grave with flowers, but only the light of this 
world falls upon those beaming tokens. We see no 
angel springing from the sod. 

Ag it is impossible in the very nature of things to 
prove the existence of God, so it is equally impos- 
sible to prove immortality. To affirm any proof of 
immortality is to lie, and this is the lie of religion— 
a lie to save its God from utter abhorrence. 

How about the phenomena of Spiritualism ? 
Does not that prove- immortality? ‘Well, if it did, 
the church, the representative of religion, rejects 
such proof. These phenomena are of the devil, say 
the priests, for the priests know that if Spiritualism 
is true, then their occupation is forever gone—for 
then immortality is no longer a matter of faith, but 
of knowledge, and knowledge is the eternal foe of 
the priest. A 

A scientific belief in immortality, as I have 
already said, is entirely different from a religious 
belief. They are really opposed to each other. 

I do not deny the phenomena of Spiritualism. 
They have been asserted by too many honest and 
intelligent people, and the explanation offered 
by the Spiritualist is a very good “working hy- 
pothesis.” 

But is it any more than a working hypothesis? 
And is it therefore knowledge? Is it not a belief, 
a belief founded on evidence, a reasonable belief if 
you will, but is it, and can it ever be, more than a 
belief ? 

Task my Spiritualist friend—that is, if he is a 
secular and scientific Spiritualist—to be candid in 
this matter. Of course I do not expect candor 
from a religious Spiritualist, for like all other re- 
ligious people he will not reason. He will simply 
assume. : 

Admitting all the phenomena of Spiritualism, 
It proves the 
present existence of an invisible spiritual world in 
contact with this present visible material world. 

Is not this all? 

The scientific Spiritualist will admit that the 
phenomena cannot prove future endless existence 
—only future existence. Therefore even with 
Spiritualism the demonstration of Immortality is im- 
possible. ButI affirm that Spiritualism cannot even 
prove a future existence—only present existence. 
Suppose I see a ghost, an actual ghost; what does 
it prove? Simply that the ghost is now living; but 
it doesn’t prove that the ghost will live forever, or 
even that the ghost will be alive to-morrow. We 
may both be dead, ghost and I, before another sun 
arises. Why not? 

Now, if the ghost cannot prove his own immor- 
tality, how is it possible for the ghost to prove my 
immortality? Suppose I see a million ghosts, or 


a million spirits, or ten thousand million spirits,’ 


what does it prove? Simply that these ghosts and 
these spirits exist now; but it does not prove that 
they always will exist. It is therefore impossible 
to prove the immortality of ghosts and spirits. 
The fact that a spirit exists to-day does not prove 
that it will exist to-morrow any more than my 
existence to-day proves that I will exist to-morrow. 
To assume natural immortality for a spirit is just 
as illogical as to assume natural immortality for the 
body. Grant whatever the Spiritualist claims, that 
this visible physical world is surrounded by a vast 
spititual world, with millions of ‘spirits, wise and 
otherwise, in its vast realms, will any scientific 
Spiritualist tell me that he has a particle of proof 
that this spiritual world will exist forever any more 
than that this physical world’ will exist forever? 
Imposing and wonderful in power and splendor as 
this invisible world is, compared with the immensi- 
ties of universal space it is but’ a wave of the sea. 
Ten thousand million years are but a billow on the 
ocean of time. What presumption to affirm im- 
mortality of any form of existence, spiritual or 
otherwise, that may come within our experience! 
Our experience is only finite, and must always be 
finite, and it cannot prove anything beyond the 
finite either in time or. space. ; 

The scientific Spiritualist must admit that with 
all his phenomena immortality is ‘still only a dream 
and a belief. < 

The survival of death as we, now know it, does 
not prove a survival amidst all the infinite changes 
of existence. We do not know what cataclysm may 
come when we have shuffled off this mortal. coil. 
We may escape one shipwreck but'it doesn’t follow 
that we will escape another. l 


1893. 


Honestly, my Spiritualist friend, can you guaran- 
tee immortal existence? Assuredly not. You can 
only guarantee a continued existence, but - who 
knows but what a spirit hereafter is as liable to 
death as this body to-day? 

Therefore search the universe; listen to the - 
voices of a million spirits; hear the symphonies of 
angels and archangels; and yet there is not one 
particle of proof of immortality. Therefore to as- 
sert proof of immortality is a lie and must be a lie 
equally with God himself. Samui P. Puram. 

(TO BE OONTINUED.) 


Our London Letter. 

The question “Is Christianity Played Out?” has 
been voluminously discussed in the pages of a daily 
paper, with the usual result that nothing definit 
has been decided—the disputants each more or less 
ably maintaining his own opinion the only correct 
one. The difficult point about it is that no agree- 
ment can be arrived at as to the definition of the 
word “Christianity,” each writer having his own 
idea on that particular, so that it is utterly impos- 
sible for a dispassionate reader to arrive at any 
conclusion on the matter. Such a discussion must 
be very entertaining, if not instructiv, to, say a 
Mohammedan or Hindoo, and can scarcely be 
convincing to such a one to find any induce- 
ment to receive a religion in which the pro- 
fessed believers hay no common: ground. What 
“ Christianity ” is has never been, and perhaps never 
can be, decided, asit is such a contradictory religion, 
and the book that pretends to teach it can be pro- 
duced to support totally contradictory creeds, such 
as no other “sacred” book can do, which perhaps 
is a proof of its inspiration, as it is.so simple that 
no one but the greatest simpletons can even pre- 
tend to understand it. The subject filled up the 
vacant columns at a dull time of the year and aired 
the views of certain prominent literary and other 
people. It would be interesting to the curious to 
know whether the idea emanated spontaneously 
from Robert Buchanan or from the editor of the 
paper, though there should not be much doubt on 
that point. 

Of course the irrepressible Dr. Parker must put 
in his oar, and in a series of paragraphs to an evening 
paper has given his views of the writers, but as this 
egotistical individual is himself pretty well played 
out, his opinions are valueless. His weekly notes 
and comments, which he eloquently terms “ Pistol 
Shots,” are very peculiar, both in their views and 
diction; evidently this genius is aiming at an 
original style, which he hag succeeded in attaining 
and is not likely to hav many imitators. When the 
articles first appeared many people were of the 
opinion that it was a new kind of a joke on the 
part of the newspaper people, but it seems they are 
only responsible for the insertion.and not the 
matter. 

The Rev. Michael Paget Baxter, well known as a 
prophet of the millennium, turns out to be also a 
trader of a rather fishy nature. . It seems he wasin the 
habit of collecting money to enable him to giv free 
dinners to the poor ; and this amiable philanthropist 
bought the food at an establishment of which his 
son was dummy proprietor, and which eventually 
found itself in the bankruptcy court. This Baxter 
is a most guileless Christian, for according to his 
own account he advanced capital to his son, who 
was but a lad, to start him in the provision business, 
and never troubled any further about it, in fact did 
not know where his son or the business was, and 
no doubt felt greatly aggrieved and injured that 
wicked people should endeavor to show that he 
was a partner in the concern. It came out in the 
course of evidence that this dear innocent man of 
God was implicated in another shady transaction, 
but as his time is always taken up in penning the 
book of Daniel and the Revelations, he must hav 
been a victim to the evil designs of wicked world- 
lings, and will now rejoice exceedingly in the 
anticipation of an exceeding great reward to rec- 
ompense him for the prosecutions prompted no 
doubt by the devil. 


The elect hay met with much trouble of late. 4 


Even “King Solomon’s Sect” has been worried 
only just because one of the disciples obeyed the 
voice of the Lord and left his wife for another 
woman, who was a believer; whilst the wife was but 
a scoffer, for when the husband, to recompense her 
for his desertion, sent a brother in the faith to take 
his place, this unbeliever would not accept him 
although he came in the name of the Lord, and had 
the temerity to sue the husband for support, which 
an ungodly magistrate granted. Great will be 
their punishment hereafter. 

“ There is a village named Blackboro in the county 
of Norfolk which is plunged in the greatest spirit- 
ual darkness. It can scarcely be credited, but we 
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hav it on the authority of the good vicar, who was 
presented to the charge by his father a short time 
back, that the church of God—that is, of course, 
the Established church by act of Parliament—has 
never been able to gain any footing in this heathen 
place, which is entirely given over to Dissenters 
and such like wicked idolators who do not worship 
Christ ; and this must be very grievous to the pious 
Christian pastor, who happens to be the son of a 
“converted” Jew, and who, therefore, would be 
greatly shocked that the Nazarene should be de- 
spised and rejected. Perhaps, however, this shock- 
ing dissent may hav some effect on the amount of 
the parson’s income, which is no doubt the reason 
for his expressions of feeling, for it is well known 
that parsons will not care whom people worship as 
long as they pay up for the support of the church. 
Dr. Hageman, a former master of two public 
schools, and who is now a rector and canon, has been 
bothered for money by some wretched man who 
took shares in a bogus land company he helped to 
promote and direct, and the worthy pluralist actu- 
ally lost the case, and will hav to pay the money 
back out of his own pocket. Verily it is sad to see 
how in these last days the pious are persecuted. 
Satan must surely be let loose, and troublous times 
are consequently coming upon the blood-washed 
saints. J. D. 


Hav We a “Spiritual Sense?” 


To A. Avausta Cuarman, Hsteemed Friend: As 
Tue Trura Seexer editorially remarked, there are 
few champions of the church who defend their 
faith better than you do. 
ness to say, while you are brilliant, versatil, and 
earnest, you are also sadly ambiguous and flighty, 
do not thoroughly analyze your ideas, but jump at 
conclusions which you can and do not explain. 

To prove my assertion I quote from your last 
letter: “ When we contemplate existence, not only 
the world without but the yet greater world with- 
in. You [I] fail to perceive the vast dif- 
ference in the essential nature of spirit and matter. 
. . . God is spirit. . God is in the 
Temple of His Holiness, 7. e. His Divine Hu- 
manity in which alone He is apprehensible to 
human minds. . In the heavens He ap- 
pears asa sun. To human thought He presents 
himself in human form. Infinit Love, 
Infinit Wisdom, and Infinit Power constitute the 
Divine Trinity, whence are derived the qualities of 
omniscience, omnipotence, and omnipresence ;” etc., 
all of which is unmeaning and contrary to well- 
established facts, as I will endeavor to prove. 

But before proceeding to this easy task I must 
notice your argument concerning my request to 
analyze your ideas. You say: “Is my idea some- 
thing or nothing? If nothing how can it be 
analyzed? If something it must be matter accord- 
ing to your logic.” This argument more than any 
other proves the fact that you are not penetrativ or 
analytical enough in your thoughts and expressions. 
In denying the existence of bodies, forms, or entities 
not material, this does not by any means imply that 
we must deny conditions, laws, processes, or opera- 
tions, based upon or produced by material forms, 
which yet in themselvs are not material. For in- 
stance, music, art, science, literature, mathematics, 
as well as thoughts, ideas, freedom or slavery, are 
powerful factors in producing innumerable results, 
yet all these hav no existence per se. The small 
canvas, “The Angelus,” worth $100,000, for 
material alone constituting this work of art did not 
cost $5, but by the skilful manipulation of brush 
and colors the artist produced a form of matter so 
rare and sublime that while it lasts it is worth a 
fortune. Yet this picture has no existence per se; 
the artist's thoughts and deeds are not material, 
and he has not added a single particle of matter not 
existing in his canvas, paints, and oils before he 
commenced his work. Should the painting be de- 
stroyed by fire not a vestige of his art would 
remain. 

‘So music, science, literature, liberty, etc., hay no 
existence per se; yet all of them can be defined and 
are powerful factors in changing our environments 
or in contributing to our welfare. 

So when I request you to analyze your thoughts, 
I do not mean that you should place them literally 
in a crucible or apply the scalpel or microscope, but 
simply that you elucidate and define them as closely 
as possible. We are not in class-meeting now, or 
writing for pious readers, but for those who de- 
mand perspicuity and sense. 

Because when you speak of a “greater world 
within than without,” I do not understand you. 
The universe is without, 1,500,000,000 of people 
are without—not mentioning the countless numbers 
on other planets—and there is absolutely nothing 
within us except us, unless it is air. But being a 


Yet permit me in kind-. 


very complex, subtle, automatic organism, we are 
capable of intense feelings, acute mental power, and 
often possessed of amorbid imagination. But there 
is absolutely nothing in us except the air we 
br athe, the food we eat, the magnetism and elec- 
tricity, the chemistry of our bodies generating the 
blood within our veins, that’s all. This constitutes 
the life and generates the mental force of our 
bodies. When we cease to breathe, when this life- 
fluid ceases to circulate, when this machine stops, 
the causes which produced such mental force exist 
no more; our ideas, feelings, etc., then vanish, and 
soon the constituents of our bodies will hav as- 
sumed other forms. Then the forms of matter we 
now represent will exist no more. 

You say: “You hav not yet learned to think 
spiritually, and fail to perceive the difference be- 
tween spirit and matter.” Permit me to reply that 
all the most ignorant God- and fetich-worshipers of 
the world “think spiritually,” and the difference 
between yourself, Swedenborg, Parker, Channing, 
Savage, Thomas, Swing, and the Bushman is one of 
degree only, not of kind. To “think spiritually ” 
we hav only to think superficially, conform to con- 
ventional and inherited thought; blindly and obedi- 
ently accept the theories of our ancestors, a8 pre- 
sented by any particular church; take for granted 
the existence of an “Infinit Spirit” or “God,” of 
minor or finite spirits, of immortality, etc., without 
proof, that is all. But it is the same fetich-worship 
after all. You call it “ spiritual,” but how can you 
think of spirits, both great and small, except 
clothed in incarnate form? You cannot do it. 
When you think of your God—think of him with 
your utmost spi: ituelle capacity, you hav to think 


of him in the garb of man or you cannot think of |’ 


him at all. If you should think of him in the 
habiliments of your own sex, you would instantly 
see the absurdity of such spiritual vision and reject 
it, yet draped in mantle and trousers you worship 
« Him.” 

You admit: “To human affection ‘He’ presents 
Himself in human form;” do not accuse me then of 
unjustly defining your belief- I am simply analyz- 
ing your ideas, which you hav failed to do yourself. 
I desire to convince you that the highest concep- 
tion possible of a God is of anthropomorphitic form 
(which, personally—could I be persuaded to wor- 
ship at all and “think spiritual”—I would not 
drape at all, but invest with all the charms and 
exquisit and chaste outlines of your own sex), and 
that you cannot, neither can the greatest “divine” 
living, nor hav our greatest idealists in the past 
been able to, conceive a God otherwise, but gener- 
ally hav pictured him seated in an easy-chair, attired 
in tailor-made clothes! - (I wonder who made his 
clothes before he made the first tailor!) 

But while conceding that your God “to human 
thought presents Himself in human form,” you also 
insist that “God is a spirit, . in the heav- 
ens He appears as a Sun.” Now, kindly har- 
monize these conflicting ideas. Do you mean 
he és the sun of our planetary system? You can 
not mean this, as you also invest your God with 
attributes of “Infinit Love, Wisdom, and Power,” 
none of which exist in the sun. Or do you mean 
he is another sun, which appears as oursun? How 
do you know this? Hav you “spiritually dis- 
cerned ” him so? If so, what part of the heavens 
do you locate “Him” in? And why don’t you 
make this important discovery known to the world, 
so our astronomers may corroborate your testimony 
that a God, which appears as a sun, exists in a cer- 
tain place in the sky? 

But if this conception of a God is correct, how 
can a God, which appears as a sun, also present 
himself to us in human form? Could our sun do 
such a thing? Or, if like a sun, could he (don’t 
you notice the inconsistency of using the personal 
pronoun here?) possibly possess human attributes 
such as love, wisdom, sense of sound and vision, 
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If a human form, how can he be the ruler of the 
universe? or if a sun—or any other than a human 
form—how can he possibly possess human attributes 
to govern, love, protect, judge, reward, and punish 
mankind? So you see, my esteemed spirituelle 
disputant, that in either case your conceptions of a 
God cannot possibly be a God and all it implies. 

Are not your conflicting thoughts proof that your 
“gpiritual vision” is simply an effort of a morbid 
imagination—prompted by inherited notions of the 
absolute existence of a God—to grasp something 
which positivly can not and does not exist in the uni- 
verse; and that if you applied a penetrativ and 
analytical system of thought to the subject, you 
would seek and find within the realms of nature the 
powers and potencies producing all phenomena? 

Says Tyndall: “The notion of an atom-manu- 
facturer and artificer of souls, raises the doubt 
whether those who entertain it were ever really 


penetrated by the solemnity of the problem for 
which they offer such solution.” - 

You further ask: “Does not dogmatic assump- 
tion, either on the positiv or negativ side of. any 
question, look very much like presumption?” 
Certainly not. Dogmatic assumption of the know- 
able, of truth and fact, is always in order. To 
assert that twice twoisfour; that heavy bodies tend 
to fall; that we liv; that nature existe, and all 
facts which can be absolutely demonstrated or 
proved by analogy—all this may be dogmatically 
affirmed consistently with modesty and proper con- 
duct. It is only when theorists affirm doctrins 
beyond proof and contrary to knowledge, reason, 
and analogy that such affirmations and their persist- 
ent defense become rank dogmatism. 

To insist that when we die we are dead, is not 
dogmatism ; but to insist that when we die we sur- 
vive the dissolution of our bodies and, contrary to 
all other forms of nature, liv forever—this is dog- 
matism; because the self-evident fact is that we 
are dead; this requires no proof. But the con- 
tinuous affirmation that, in spite of our apparent 
death, we still liv—this ¿s dogmatism; because 
during six thousand years it has been affirmed but 
never proved. 

To insist that Napoleon, Luther, and - Oxsar 
lived is not dogmatism, because history claims they 
were men bred and born as men of to-day. To 
insist that Christ lived is dogmatism because it is 
claimed a God, not a man, was his father. To 
deny the former would be dogmatic; to dog- 
matically deny the latter is justifiable, because men 
are not bred and born without human fathers to- 
day. 

So, to affirm the supremacy of nature, its eternity, 
infinitude, and self-existence, is not dogmatism, be- 
cause this is a self-evident fact. It requires no 
proof. This is within the limitations of our 
knowledge; all beyond is idle speculation, wild 
theory, originating in the brains of ape-men, and 
upon which the whole world of worshipers is to- 
day at war. But the existence of the universe to- 
day absolutely proves its eternal existence, because 
the contrary implies, at some remote period, a be- 
ginning of nature, a creation of everything from 
nothing, a stupendous miracle, an eternity of 
naught, vacuum, preceding a comparativly very 
brief period of universal motion, life, and activity— 
an absurdity ! 

To affirm a “Creator” anterior, exterior, and 
superior to nature, not to deny such a being, is 
rank dogmatism. Because upon those affirming 
devolves the burden of proof, which, however, has 
never been forthcoming, and ninety-nine-hundredths 
of all strenuously deny what the other one- 
hundredth believe. Every such conception can be 
proved to be grossly absurd and illogical, and I 
challenge the world to produce any concept of 
any God which I cannot prove to be on a par with 
crudest fetich-worship. If such a being existed we 
would know it. “He Himself” would supply the 
proof. But such proof has never been and will 
never be forthcoming because this hypothesis was 
only advanced to explain that which science, logic, 
and reason now fully explain without such theory. 

Therefore the Materialist is the least dogmatic 
of all philosophers, and modestly confining his belief 
to the demonstrable is fully justified in affirming 
what he knows, sees, and can infer directly or 
from analogy. Theists and Spiritists, on the other 
hand, in augmenting the mysteries of nature by 
adding a “ Supreme Being,” which to be a God and 
all it implies must be vastly greater and more 
potent than nature, then leaving this being entirely 
unprov:d, cap the climax of dogmatism. 

Now a few words concerning my dogmatic affir- 
mation that personality must be identical with the 
physique of man and that it cannot exist without. 
When Ingersoll eulogized Lincoln it was hig 
character he praised, his virtues and talents, not 
his physique, I concede, but you must admit that 
all the former are purely attributes of the latter 
and cannot exist separate and apart from the body. 
And now even, when you “spiritually discern ” Mr. 
Lincoln as you suppose him to exist in the « spirit- 
world” you can think of him only as of such 
physique as he possessed in life. And you cannot 
by any transcendent gift given you by nature over 
ordinary mortals think or coneeive of Mr. Lincoln 


otherwise. If you do, it’s not Lincoln, but some- 


thing else. Divest your 
is left? Nothing! 

You again complacently insist that because I 
affirm that personal attributes, character, alao lib- 
erty, etc., are not material entities, I hold they 
are nothing. Not at all. Certainly a pound, yard, 
or gallon of honesty, nobility, love, or freedom can 
not be purchased, yet, as explained above, such 
attributes and conditions may exist—so to speak— 
concomitant with personality. 


phantom of this and what 


The problem you must solve is: Can the attri- 
butes, functions, and characteristics of a human 
being exist apart from or survive his physique? 
Affirming, you must prove it. From the Popular 
Science Monthly I quote: “In the human body 
there are 263 bones, 500 muscles, 30 pounds of 
blood. The heart beats 4,200 times per hour, and 
at each beat 24 ounces of blood are thrown out of 
it, or 72 tons per day. We inhale through the 
lungs 24,000 gallons of air per day. The brain 
weighs 3 pounds 8 ounces. The nerves with their 
minute branches number 10,000,000 The skin is 
composed of 3 layers and is subject to atmos- 
pheric pressure of 40,000 pounds,” ete. This con- 
stitutes, this is, man. Now, my learned friend, if 
such is the construction of man’s physique, if all 
this physical anatomy and complex organism is a 


necessity to the existence of man during life, kindly. 


inform me how we can exist now and liv during all 
eternity without it. Is this physique a necessity to 
the origin of man? Is it a necessity to man during 
life, or is it superfluous? Is it not a fact that each 
fiber, nerve, muscle, artery, organ, and bone is for a 
purpose, a cause of some effect, and an absolute 
necessity to man’s perfect existence? If a bullet 
penetrates the heart death ensues. If we but cut 
a single nerve we may be blind or deaf; how, then, 
in the name of reason, can we survive the dissolu- 
tion of the entire body? 

-The fact is, man is the body and without such 
body no man exists. And what you “spiritually 
discern” is not a “spirit body,” but a physical body 
which you see in your memory and in your imagi- 
nation. If to the existence of any human form a 
three-ply skin, capable of resisting an atmospheric 
pressure of 40,000 pounds, is an absolute necessity, 
it becomes self-evident that “spirits” which do not 
weigh a solitary grain can hav no existence in our 
atmosphere or anywhere else. They would collapse 
like a soap-bubble the very moment they “escaped” 
from the safe protection of a physical body. 

In closing, my dear friend, permit me to giv you 
assurance that I am anxious indeed to “think 
spiritually,” as you say I must before I can learn 

- about infinit and finite spirits. And as I hav 
learned that you are a preacher and one of the most 
proficient, kindly state terms. and I will comply 
with all conditions. But the A B C of your science 
I would expect to be an explanation of “ spirit” in 
the abstract: What constitutes a spirit externally 
and internally? What givs it man’s outline, color, 

. warmth, life, etc.? How does it respire, digest 
and assimilate food, resist atmospheric pressure, 
sickness, death, and exist in statu quo during all 
eternity ? 

Last week I heard the great Paderewski in the 
Auditorium, Chicago. I concede to none of the 
thousands present greater appreciation of his genius 
and accomplishments than I possess myself. His 
rhapsodies kept me in continual ecstasy, and I was 
nearer “heaven” than I ever expect to be again. 
But suppose, when the artist had struck his last 
key and retired from the stage, some one had said, 
“I gee him there and hear him yet,” would he 
“spiritually discern” facts, or simply recall the 
artist and his performance in memory ? 

Rochelle, Tit. Orro WETTSTEIN. 


Liberal Societies. 


The meeting of the Young Men’s Debating Club, 
of Newark, was held Saturday evening. Mr. Saxon 
read a paper on “Spiritualism” in which he de- 
clared it to be a “perfect philosophy” which was 
doing away with Christianity. He also related 
several of his “experiences.” The adverse critics 
were Messrs. Gillen, Bird, and Walker. Mr. 
Shaw supported the essayist. At the next meeting 
the governmental control of railroads will be dis- 
cussed. 


“The Coming Man” was the title of Professor 
Mayne’s lecture before the Brooklyn Philosophical 
Association last Sun day afternoon. The statement 
. that the coming man would be religious roused 
the ire of the critics, who treated the lecturer with- 
out mercy. Among those who were especially 
caustic in their remarks were Messrs. Nichol, St.. 
John, Hanson, and Elwell. The society will hold 
but three more meetings, after which it will adjourn 
till October. 


Mrs. L. C. Ward gave the members of the Man- 
hattan Liberal Club the benefit of some advanced 
yiews on the subject of tvoman’s skirts, F'viday even- 
ing, April 21st. The lecturer appeared in the 
costume she advocated. It resembles very much the 
loose chausses worn by the Turkish women. Most 
of the critics thought the abolition of skirts would 
be a benefit to women. Among those who spoke 
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were Mrs. Donlevy, Dr. : Foote, C. B.-Welkir, Mrs. 
Britton, and Mr. Wakeman. ~ . i 


W. L. Sheldon, of St. Louis, took the platform 
in Chickering Hall last Sunday morning. and .de- 
livered a lecture on “ Coming Leaders and States- 
men.” Among other things the lecturer said : 

« This country has had a peculiar political experi- 
ence during the last century. There has been 
nothing like it in the history of the world. - We 
hav had great statesmen, but there are`none to-day. 
Webster ranks with Bismarck, or any other states- 
man Europe has ever produced. It does not matter 
to-day what kind of statesmen we hav at Washing- 
ton so long as we hava good secretary of treasury. 

“We are second-class people. as citizens, and 
therefore hav second-class political leaders. We 
ask why it is that we-hav no great leaders or states- 
men like Hamilton, Clay, Webster, and Calhoun ; 
the reason is that we don’t want them. If a great 
leader comes.to the front, we thrust him aside in 
favor of the second-class man. There are men like 
Gould in this country, becauze we worship his 
wealth and want to get just as much, if we can. 
We hay turned our country into a business corpora- 
tion. There is no more sentiment, and love for 
country is fast dying out. 

“Why do we hav no Shaksperes to-day? We 
prefer the operetta. The reason we hav no artists 
like Angelo is that we prefer the chromo. We could 
hav great religious leaders, men like St. Paul, on 
earth to-day if there was a demand for them. But 
we like the sensationalism of the modern preacher. 
If Tammany does not govern to suit you, it is your- 
self who is toblame. You make Tammany possible. 
You say you despise its leaders, yet you point them 
out to strangers and talk about them in the day- 
time and dream about them at night. ' 

“The saddest, darkest blot on humanity is the 
Australian ballot law. That law means that the 
votes of our citizens were in the market, and so we 
hav to be locked up when we vote so that no one 
can tell whom we vote for. When you hav your first- 
rate citizens you will find your great leader, and 
when you hav your lovers of first-rate dramas you 
will hav. your Shaksperes.” 

Next Sunday Professor Adler will lecture on 
“The Results of the Work of the Ethical Society.” 

The announcement that Mr. Henry Rowley 
would lecture drew a large number of people into 
the rooms of the Newark Liberal League. Several 
Christians misled by the title of the lecture, “The 
Christian Scheme of Salvation,” wandered in, and 
probably would hav wandered out had not the 
forcibleness and logic of the speaker held them 
spellbound. In opening Mr. Rowley said: 

“The Christian sects are divided by small con- 
troversial differences, but are united (Unitarians 
excepted) on this one central dogma, ‘Christ died 
for sinners; be tasted death for everyone.’ The 
gigantic scheme of salvation is called the atone- 
ment. It is the keystone of Christianity, but 
Christ had nothing to do with it. Paul is respon- 
sible for its biblical authority, and the metaphysical 
Christian fathers and priests for its present perfec- 
tion and perpetuation. At the very outset of 
Christianity it began to engender narrow views. 
Peter said that salvation was meant for the Jews 
only; Paul said the Jews first, then the gentiles. 

“Origen and St. Augustine held the opinion 
that the death of Christ was the price paid to the 
devil. Athanasius upset this and showed the ran- 
som was paid to God. Now let us go back and see 
the reason of this. Once upon a time there was a 
perfect God and he created a perfect man. This 
man disobeyed the specific commands of God, and 
thereby outraged the divine justice and brought 
himself under condemnation. This is the original 
sin which tainted the human race. The eating of 
that nice ripe apple by a human being, a finite, 
was a sin of infinit proportions and could only be 
obliterated by a sacrifice of infinit merit. Now 
there was no one with whom he could negotiate 
such a tremendous sacrifice except his son (which 
was himself). Christ agreed, became man, was 
executed, went to hell for three days, made a re- 
turn visit to the earth, went to heaven, and has not 
been heard of since. 

“If God is all-powerful he could hav made man 
impervious to temptation and sin. He knew that 
Adam would hav a penchant for apples and should 
hav strengthened him. He did not, therefore he 
is to blame, for he produced a bad article. The 
atonement was an act of cruelty and injustice. 
Christ was innocent, God was guilty. The atone- 
ment was a farce. If Christ were God, he could 
not suffer. If he were a man he had not the divine 
merits necessary to satisfy outraged deity.” 

Messrs. Bird, Mayo, Brill, Burton, and Mrs. 
Smith made some interesting remarks. Mr. 
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Walker's address was as usual full of original 
humor. Dr. Hands amused the audience by his 
extreme simplicity. He is a firm believer in the 
Adam-apple story, and: insisted upon inflicting 
his version- of it upon the audience. He was 
finally quieted. Mr. Parker. was another gentle- 
man who did. not: agree with the lecturer. After 
telling what he “knew,” this gentleman gave as an 


-excuse for speaking that he “stood up in order 


that Mr. Rowley might hav some one to knock 
down.” Mr. Rowley-in replying said he had no. 
desire to knock anyone down; he would be well 
pleased, however, if Mr. Parker would try to edu- 
cate himself. 

Next Sunday Reuben Rush will lecture on “ Life 
and Death.” 


Lectures and Meetings. 
Tau Brooklyn Philosophical Association’s last lecture 
for this month is: . ‘ ead ; 
April 30th, S. H. Wilder, ‘‘ Science Falsely So Called.” 
The Association meets Sundays at 3 P Įm. at Fraternity 
Hall, Bedford avenue and South Second street, E. D. 


AT the Manhattan Liberal Club, 220 Hast Fifteenth 
street, Friday evenings, the last lecture for April is: 


April 28th, Reuben Rush, ‘ Life and Death.” 


Tre twenty-second annual convention of the Amer- 
ican Labor Reform League meets in Science Hall, 141 
Eighth street, New York, Sunday and Monday, May 7th 
and 8th, day and evening; R. W. Hume, A. L. Rawson, 
Geo. F. Train, Wm. Hanson, Dr. E. P. Miller, John A. 
Lant, ©. L. Swartz, Col. Henry Beeny, and other 
speakers expected. 
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How to Help The Truth Seeker. 


1. When renewing get a friend to subscribe and thus 
save a half dollar apiece. : 

2. Get your newsdealer to display it on his stand or in 
his shop window. Be sure that he displays the pictures. 

3. Get your newsdealer to keep in stock one or more 
copies, with your guarantee to take off his hands at the 
end of the week any that remain unsold. If he exhibits 
them the pictures alone will sell them. 

4. Take a few extra copies and circulate them among 
your acquaintances. On your request, we will send you 
back-number sample copies free. 

5. Leave a copy occasionally where it will be picked up 
—in the train, in the factory, in the meeting-room, in the 
cigar store, inthe barber-shop. Leave it picture-side up. 

6. Keep in your pocket some of our cheap tracts and 
when convenient hand one to a friend. 

7. Get a new subseriber by persuading some friend to 
eak it. 


_———— 


It Explains the Phenomena of Nature. 
From the Minneapolis Tribune. 


“The Dynamic Theory,” by J. B. Alexander. It is 
about a generation since the ideas of the selection of 
species by natural causes took such form as to constitute 
theory. Although Darwin has received the credit of this 
theory, and no doubt deserves it, yet the fact is the the- 
ory was unfolding itself to many people at the same time. 
The great body of accumulated natural facts that consti- 
tute a part of the environment of all well-informed 
people, impressed itself upon many and eyolved in their 
brains simultaneous reactions. A. R. Wallace was almost 
as ready as Darwin, and would hav announced the the- 
ory but for his anticipation. So ready was the rationalist 
world that the idea was received without hesitation, re- 
quiring but the announcement and simple explanation, 
The history of this theory is a good illustration of the 
dynamic theory. Things come about naturally, when 
due forces become organized to operate upon properly 
organized instruments The complete acceptance of this 
theory largely withdrew attention from the facts and 
causes underlying selection. Some of these facts pre- 
sented themselvs in the explicatory discussions of the 
theory, but too little account was taken of them. 

It is the author’s endeavor in this volume to demon- 
strate that organisms instead of being handmade and 
purposiy, are machine-built machines, operated by forces 
outside of themselvs. Especial care has been taken to 
ascertain the relationship of xman to the other animals, and 
to point out their resemblances and contrasts. ‘To this 
end he has cited a large number of facts that cannot fail 
to interest every intelligent person whether he agrees 
with the writer or not, in his conclusions. He elaborates 
upon mental phenomena and the machinery for their 
production; the brain is shown to be the organ of en- 
vironment and a mind -forming instrument. Our 
ancestors looked too high for the explanation of sensa- 
tion and mind. They did not regard them as physical 
phenomena or as connected with the motions of material 
and familiar bodies. The true course of knowledge is 
from below upward; progr+ss is slow where this principle 
is ignored. The advancement of this generation has 
been assisted by a partial emancipation from the 
vicious metaphysical methods of the past The study of 
dynamic agencies and the inferences justified by the 
inductiv method of considering them furnishes all the 
real kuowledge of cause and effect that is to day pos- 
sessed. Being involved in the effects of the various 
dynamic agencies the study of them becomes a matter of 
interest to all; and it isa duty everyone owes himself to 
pursue such study as far as practicable. 

The facts here presented are drawn from the most 
reliable resources, including many of the most brilliant. 
names in science. The author has done his work con- 
scientiously, and has endeavored to present his ideas in 
the most reliable and praiseworthy manner. 
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Letters of Friends. 


One of Paine’s Many Converts. 
Toronto, Ont., Apr. 9, 1893. 

Mr. Enprror: Will you please let me 
know the price of the new book that is 
just out, ‘‘The Creation of God,” by Dr. 
Jacob Hartmann—as I would like to get 
it very much—and oblige a subscriber to 
your valuable paper, the good old TRUTH 
Srrxen? And I thought it would not be 
out of place to say right here that I be- 
came a Freethinker by reading Thomas 
Paine’s ‘‘ Age of Reason,” one of the best 
books I ever had the pleasure of reading. 
This is the first letter that I hav sent to 
your paper, and it will not be the last, I 
hope. I think that is all I shall say at 
present, and will now close with best 
wishes for that most fearless paper, the 
grand old Trurs SEEKER. May it liv for- 
ever. One cannot say too much in its 
favor.. 

Trusting to hear from you soon, 

Yours for Freethought and liberty, 

B. T. CUPPLES. 


Taylor’s Book Explains Christianity’s 
Origin. 
Los ANGELES, OAL., Apr. 2, 1898. 

Mr. Eprror: I hav read and reread T. 
B. Wakeman’s ‘‘True Genesis of Chris- 
tianity,” but find a much clearer and 
more satisfactory explanation in Taylor’s 
‘‘Diegesis.” Mr. Wakeman bases Chris- 
tianity on an expectation of the Jews 
followed by an ecstatic craze and an era 
of visional or imaginary realities; but the 
‘‘Diegesis”’ has an explanation far more 
reasonable and probable, although he 
rejects the effort to trace Christianity 
back to Egypt and even India. The evi- 
dence adduced by Taylor seems sufficient 
to fully account for this blighting curse 
which has infected the world so long; and 
while the name of this hoary-headed su- 
perstition was changed for that of Chris- 
tianity nearly nineteen hundred years ago, 
the doctrins that name now represents 
are evidently much older and find root in 
early antiquity. Taylor’s ‘‘ Diegesis” and 
Heston’s illustration in your issue of 
March 25th apparently hav more weight 
than Wakeman’s ‘‘True Genesis of Chris- 
tianity.”’ C. SEVERANCE. 


Schemes for Diffasing Freethought. 

, CoruĮmsus, O., Apr. 12, 1893. 

Mr. EDITOR: Asa friend to your paper 
Lhereby submit a plan whereby I think 
its circulation may be increased. Suppose 
you send my paper to me through a news- 
agent that I may name, allowing him to 
place it on sale, and at the end of say six 
days, or when sold, he is to order me 
another copy, and if not sold within the 
allotted time, I to take it off his hands; 
and so on, the paper coming along just as 
it always does under subscription, the 
newsdealer to reap the profit on all he 
sells; I simply insuring him from loss in 
having papers left on hand. 

How does the idea strike you? and how 
many of your subscribers will agree to 
help the cause along by this means? No 
one will suffer any hardship after the plan 
gets to work, as THE TRUTH SEEKER, like 
good wine, does not impair with age. 

Please consider the idea, and if you 
think it worthy propose it to your readers, 

I would be glad to hear from you in the 
matter. JOSEPH SIMPSON. 

[The plan is good, but there is a better 
one. If anyone knows a newsdealer who 
will expose Tos TRUTH SEEKER for sale, 
keeping it where it can be seen by his cus- 
tomers, we will send him two or three 
copies weekly, and receive Fack all he 
does not sell, crediting him with them. 
The price of the paper to dealers in this 
way is five cents each copy. We shall be 
grateful to those who will introduce the 
paper in this way.—Eb. T. S.] 


Thinks Canadian Annexation Would Ag- 
grayate Our Troubles. 
Szatriy, Wass., March 6, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: In an article in Tas TRUTH 
SEEKER of Febuary 25th as to what would 
be the outcome of annexation of Canada 
to the United States, the view is right in 
my opinion but does not go far enough. 
I admit it is hard to giv a true picture of a 
people that might be said to stand supreme 
in filth, superstition, and ignorance. Igno- 


rance is father to filth and superstition, and 
the priest father to ignorance. ` f 

It would be hard indeed to hav tò put up 
with a race of people amongst us who hay 
to observe and abstain from work on every 
saint’s day mentioned in the Roman calen- 
dar, or forfeit by fine to the priest the 
price of their day’s labor. It seems very 
unnecessary, also very undesirable, to 
think of Canada’s annexation, as most of 
Canada’s sons and daughters worth having 
become Americans by choice, and we should 
rather rejoice that we hav not the Christian 
bigots of Canada having a hand in our 
politics, as we hav enough bigotry amongst 
us to contend with. 

Even in this imaginarily secular state 
of Washington we hay Christian bigotry 
enough to keep the press from publishing 
anything derogatory to the church. It 
was well seen here when Mr. Charlesworth 
was amongst us that the press dare not giv 
facts as to the outcome of the debate with 


the great theological lion of the state of- 


Washington, Clark Braden, who turned 
out scarcely a half-grown whelp, but with 
very sharp teeth when cornered. 

With best wishes for THE TRUTH SEEKER 
and all who read it, and wishing a speedy 
return of Mr. Charlesworth amongst us 
here, I remain, Yours for Liberty, 

i Joun R. Rircum. 


Expresses Enthusiasm for Pioneers. 
WHEITEHALL, Wis., March 25, 1893. 

Mr. Enrtor: Inclosed find $3 for one 
year’s subscription for your valuable 
paper. You will see that I am a new sub- 
scriber, and when I tell you that your 
paper is highly valued here, you may be 
sure that there are not a few people in 
this neck o’ woods who hav had a sniff 
of the pure, wholesome, and untainted at- 
mosphere that is sure to follow in the 
wake of Reynolds- Remsburg - Putnam 
thunder-showers. 

We are taiking of organizing a Liberal 
club at this place, and although our pros- 
pects are very bright at present, nothing 
definit has been done further than to 
sound a few of the prominents. 

We hav some good material here, men 
who hav been posting themselvs for years 
on this subject, who are a terror to the 
arguments of orthodox saints. Men who, 
while the writer was innocently, trustingly 
sailing under the false colors of the M. 
E. (most economical) church, were fight- 
ing the good fight, never faltering, ever 
hoping that the time would shortly come 
when the dark bandage of superstition 
would be removed from the eyes of some 
or all of the poor mortals who were grop- 
ing in darkness blacker than midnight. 
All honor to them. Noble men, who 
sacrificed their claims to fashionable so- 
ciety, that they and we might be able to 
carry aloft the banner of Freethought and 
Freedom. We must never forget them. 
We can never fully repay them, but we 
can keep the grass from growing in the 
paths that they trod. Pioneers—Bruno, 
Voltaire, Paine! Worthy trio! What 
magnificent material were they composed 
of! 

I will send you the names soon of per- 
sons who I think would be pleased to take 
your paper. Omas. A. ECKER. 


What Will Mars Think of God’s Loving 
Only This Planet ? 
Minyzarouis, Minn., March 14, 1898. 

Mr. Envrror: I inclose the following 
clipping from the Minneapolis Evening 
Journal of March 18th. I know not at 
this writing where or in what form the 
original ideas of Professor Dolbear were 
expressed: 

` HEY, THERE, MARS! 

Professor Dolbear, the electrician, says 
we hav arrived at that point where there 
is nothing to prevent our signaling other 
planets. He asserts that a search-light of 
a million or more candle-power thrown 
toward Mars from the top of a very high 
mountain, where the atmospheric ab- 
sorption of the light rays would be reduced 
to a minimum, would clear our atmos- 
phere and speed away through space, 
reaching the distant planet in about four 
minutes. ‘‘If no response was made,” he 
says, *‘it might signify only that there was 
no observer there when we were signaling, 
or that there was no electric light known 
there or no telescope.” The fact that a 
shaft of light can bé sent this stupendous 
distance is the most amazing thing. We 
are indeed on the verge of surprising 
things. eae: 


The thought that struck me at once on 
reading this article was that one of the 
first messages likely to be transmitted to 
the planet Mars was that ‘‘ greatest mes- 
sage”? the ‘‘gospel,” and that the next 
one would most likely be a missionary 
tract. Then the thought struck me again, 
What would they do with that phrase 
“God so loved the world?” and how 
would they fix up hundreds of other 
similarly distracting passages in -both the 
Old and the New Testaments? Here is 
some food for reflection of the thoughtful. 


Yours truly, E. D. Davis. 
This Warms the Heart to Continue 
Work. - 


Wasameron, D. C., March 11, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: My love for the principles 
of Freethought prompt me to again com- 
municate with you by mail and renew my 
subscription to what I consider the most 
wonderful paper of our age. Every new. 
edition surpasses the one preceding it. 
Putnam’s ‘“‘ News and Notes” are excel- 
lent. The foreign news is grand, but let 
us hav more of it. Charlesworth with his 
Freethought Federation is a rising star, 
surpassing all others in brilliancy—the 
defender of right, the destroyer of wrong, 
and the long-felt want of the Freethought 
home. Let all Freethinkers immediately 
become members of the Freethought Fed- 
eration of America. It is our ultimate 
hope by which we may obtain justice to 
our cause. If you do not become a mem- 
ber you will be neglecting your duty to 
humanity. It costs nothing to join. 
` Your editorials are excellent, for their 
depth of thought and the true basis 
on which your arguments are founded. 
Wettstein, the ever truthful, fair, accu- 
rate, and subcutaneous reasoner, has a 
comfortable dwelling-place, along with A. 
Augusta Chapman (our future Free- 
thinker) in the minds of all Freethinkers. 
Lucy Colman, the emancipator of slavery, 
the alleviator of pain; Susan H. Wixon, 
the intellectual generator and formulator 
of the cerebral faculties of what will con- 
stitute the finest family of human intel- 
lectual and moral entities that. will be 
presented to the eyes of the next genera- 
tion; Reynolds, Remsburg, Jamieson, 
Bell, and Steiner, the noble patriots 
whose sole ambition seems to be the 
dissemination of the seeds of knowledge, 
the elimination from the plane of life of 
everything below par, the enemies of 
bypocrisy, and the preservers and con- 
structors of everything that is noble 
and refined in the heart of humanity, 
will all forever find a green spot in the 
memory of American Freethinkers. 
Inclosed find $4—$3 for another year’s 
subscription (due September ist) and the 
balance for the following books: ‘‘In- 
fidels and Charity,” five cents; ‘‘The 
Myth of the Great Deluge,” McCann, 
fifteen cents; ‘‘Dwight L. Moody,” by 
Susan H. Wixon, five cents; ‘‘A Short 
History of the Bible,” by Keeler, seventy- 
five cents. I would be glad to receive the 
issues of the Truth Seeker Library of the 
year 1893. 
Yours in Freethought forever, 
Puiu H. ROSENTHAL, 


Jerry Simpson Declared Culpable. 

Corumeus, KAN., Apr. 15, 1893. 
To tHe Hon. JERRY Smeson, M. C. 
from Kansas: Your letter to John T. 
Powell, as to why you voted to close the 
World’s Fair, impels me to write you an: 
open letter. I wrote a letter to Hon. Mr. 
Clover, member of Congress from this 
district, imploring him to be consistent and 
independent, and. vote to keep the Fair 
open. Iam grieved to know he, and you 
too, voted to close the Fair on Sunday,’ 
which you had no right todo. And inthe 
end, I think both your voting and your! 


‘letter to Mr. Powell will be a boomerang, 


a rope to hang you politically and officially. ' 
What a noble contrast to yours was the 
vote of Senator Peffer, of Kansas, against. 
closing the Fair on Sunday. I voted to 
help elect you in good faith that you 
would represent the people, not religious 
organizations, who are enemies to Truth, , 
Equal Rights, Liberty, and Humanity ; 
also because I supposed you had manhood, 
great mental ability, and a mind to think’ 
and vote without regard to religious or- 
ganizations and petitions that lied and 


‘misrepresented as to numbers most out- 


rageously. But you are ‘‘weighed in the 
balance and found wanting,” as well a8 
Mr. Clover. The reasons you giv to Mr. 
Powell, that you would hav changed your 
vote had it come to that, were as obvious 
and: prominent as they are now. . The 
troth is that, like others who voted as you 
did, or at least some others, you were 
more anxious to be popular and retain 
and attain office, than to vote to keep 
church and state apart, as the only way to 
preserve our liberties. You ought to know 
that Congress had no right to vote on that 
or any other religious subject; and in do- 
ing so you Violated the oath you took to 
obey the Constitution, the Declaration of 
Independence, and the Natural Rights of 
Man. Every man who voted as you did 
ought to hav forfeited his office at once, 
and gone home in dishonor and disgrace. 
You hay sold out; like Esau you hav sold 
your birthright, and the people’s birth- 
rights, for ‘‘a mess of pottage.” Again I 
condemn and criticise you for leaving your 
seat in the house—also Senator Perkins— 
and coming to Topeka to fish and scheme 
for the nomination for United States Sena- 
tor—you drawing your pay all the time for 
serving the people and leaving your post 
of duty to serve yourself. It is no pallia- 
tion for you to say that other officials do 
so. It isa deplorable fact that the higher 
the office and the greater the pay, the 
more the official can leave his post and 
place of duty. The laborer whose cause 
you pretend to advocate and champion 
gets no pay when away from his work, 
and must be at bis post or forfeit his 
place. So it should be withall the people's 
servants. You say to Mr. Powell, ‘‘Ishall 
pursue what I consider my duty, regard- 
less of whether you support me or not.” 
If the course you hav taken is your 
“duty,” then your ideal of duty differs 
from mine. I had, before you voted to 
close the World’s Fair, ‘‘taken much 
stock ” in you, and it was up much above 
par, but alasit is now, with me, at a big 
discount. J. H. Coox. 


Why Adam Could Not Hay Been Made 
of Dast. 
JACKSONVILLE, FLA., Apr. 15, 1898. 

Mr. Enprror: Some time ago I wrote an 
‘article that came out in print in one of 
our home papers, wherein I said Adam 
was not made of dust, and breathed into, 
which made him a living soul, because at 
the date of Adam our globe was beneath 
water and not a pound of dust existed any- 
where. Thereupon I received a letter 
from a person who signed his name 
“ Believer,” and wanted to know of me 
how I ‘‘found out that at the date of 
Adam our globe was beneath the waters.” 
He further desired to know whether I 
‘was present.” Inreply I said to him that 
his question made me think his memory 
must be out of order, else I could not ac- 
count why he should not recollect; the day 
when. we together inhabited the moon. 
Can’t you recollect, brother, the day when 
we employed our time at the moon in 
catching lightning-bugs for our great 
electric-light works? Don’t you remem- 
ber at the completion of our electric 
plant at the moon, that all on a sudden 
the earth like a magnet drew the moon 
down to the earth, in which we nearly lost 
our life by drowning? Don’t you recollect’ 
this collision of the moon with the earth 
which frightened you almost to death” 
when you saw the earth beneath the waters 
—scared at a death by drowning? Don’t 
you remember your delight when you 
saw the deep furrows the moon cut as it 
dredged along, which caused the ocean 
and Gulf Stream on earth? Don’t you | 
remember this great disaster, wherein all 
the inhabitants cf the moon were mis- 
placed as it plowed up the mud from the 
depth of the ocean, making dry land and 
deepening the ocean and the Gulf Stream 
all at the same time, thus dividing the 
mud from the waters? Don’t you remem- 
ber the earth by this drainage process 
was made habitable for all that were 
lost in the disaster from the moon? 
Don’t you remember how you lamented 
that the méon got depopulated? Now, 
my dear ‘‘ Believer,” if you can’t recol- 
lect anything of this little affair we shall 
never trust you again with anything im- 
portant. I do not; believe in trusting a 
person with no memory. From my narra- _ 
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tion we learn the moon fitted our earth 
for the habitation of man, woman, and 
child, for beast, bird, insect, etc. The 
moon kept dredging and scooping up this 
mud from the depth of the ocean, and by 
this excellent drainage process our earth 
became dry and habitable. Every man, 
woman, and child, beast, bird, and insect, 
that was lost from the moon was picked up 
by the earth and became an inhabitant of 
our earth. Grasses and fruit were enabled 
to grow upon the drained land for the 
subsistence of all living beings. After 
the moon had performed its labor in 
draining the earth, when it had divided 
the water from the mud it went again 
heavenward., The light which we receive 
from the moon is due to our electric plant 
which we erected before the disaster took 
place. Avueust BUESING. 


us all. Into that tremulous, mystic, 
mighty nmber; that puissant, pregnant. 
shadow from which all souls fioat.up and’ 
form, and back to which they float and 
mix again, she has gone down. Full of 
the beauty of perfected days, full.of the 
strength of service and right ways, full of 
the rest of a settled spirit, full of long- 
proved trust in the faith of truth, of human 
freedom, she has gone down to the great 
Sea of Life, to the great Under Soul that 
ebbs and pulses through this race of ours, 
bearing these rich gifts in her hands—gifts 
that shall flower and fruit in many another 
soul hereafter, when she, and we, and all 
that liv and love to-day, are vanished and 
forgotten. I said the sadness lying over 
her was the softened sadness that comes 
when something that has rounded out the 
measure of ite life departs. Itis not that 
bitter grief which rends when something 
young is shocked and shredded from its 
unfinished task, but the melancholy which 
droops around the spirit when one who 
has passed the leaf-time and the flower- 
time passes away too, in the purple haze 
beyond the time of the falling fruit, leav- 
ing the benison of all its sweet behind. 

And none can say how far that benison 
may reach. Shall 2 foot stumble on the 
path of freedom, it shall take courage and 
rise up and go upright upon the path, not 
knowing that long ago her feet stumbled 
there, and her strong soul battled there, 
and her heart took courage «f itself and 
overcame, and sent down the gift of over- 
coming to the future years. This small, 
delicate, white hand, so cold now, so very, 
very quiet now—which of us knows how 
far its touch may reach, loving, caressing, 
protecting, warning, defending? For the 
end of the touch of a hand is not to-day, 
nor to-morrow, nor to-morrow. Accord- 
ing to the spirit in which it is given it 
shall liv moments or eons. And we who 
knew her know that when we touched her 
we touched real sympathy, right candor, 
and strong fearlessness. { did not know 
her so well as some of you, but I too hold 
the memory of a long, lingering clasp with 
which she pressed my hand once when she 
had given me a bunch of flowers, I felt 
better then for having felt that touch—I 
feel better now remembering it. I knew 
that I had come in contact not only with a 
gentle hand, but with something greater 
that does not change in all this slipping 
world of change, and I was grateful for it. 
Out of her earnest eyes shone an unflicker- 
ing light, and written all over her dear 
old face—over all its lines and seams and 
traces of years—was one strong word— 
“steadfast.” Never swerving one hair 
from what she deémed the truth; never 
bending before gods, or creeds, or men; 
neyer suing at any shrine; never search- 
ing help from any outside power; but al- 
ways, iu her own quiet, courageous heart, 
she walked alike through the fields of 
pleasure or over the rocks of pain—stead- 
fast, steadfast. 

O you whom she loved, take that word 
with you! Her body goes back to our 
mother to-day—back as.she wished, to the 
light and the air; but that word she 
carved her life into, take it and bear it 
forever with you. 


It shall be a light in the dark, dark days; 
It shall be a rift in the clouds that 
frown; . 
It shall be a voice guiding all your ways; 
A thread through the treacherous, tangle- 
some maze, . 
From the far, fair hights of the truth 
coming down. 


Approves of Putting God Out of His 
Own Universe. 
Geneva, Minn., March 19, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: I will uow seat myself and 
write you a few words in regard to Free- 
thought here. I find a great many Free- 
thinkers here. I find many who do not 
fear to express their honest opinions on 
religious matters, but will not read a Lib- 
eral paper or book. Why it is I cannot 
understand. Iam glad to see how Mr. 
Putnam is spreading Freethought. I 
hope the Federation will succeed in an- 
nihilating superstition. I like the way 
you and Otto Wettstein and others hay 
shoved Mr. God Almighty out of the uni- 
verse. Stand by your colors, and if his‘ 
godship goes to come back giv it to him. 
Mr. Heston is doing exceedingly well. I 
guess Mr. Anderson and Miss Chapman 
are ‘‘ downed.” 

Yours for the cause of humanity, 
Merron HINES, 


Eloquent Secular Funeral Address. 


PHILADELPHIA, PA., March 22, 1898. 

Mr. Eprror: Inclosed is an account of 
the services of the late Mrs. Ellen Harker. 
I thought as ghe was very well known in 
the Freethought ranks an account of the 
services would be appreciated by the 
readers of TuE TRUTH SEEKER. 

I inclose a short address by Voltairine 
de Cleyre, also a poem read by George 
Longford at the funeral, and a newspaper 
account of her bequests. 

Yours for Universal Mental Liberty, 

Jas. B. ELLIOTT. 


Mrs. Erren HARKER. —Born in Wilming- 
ton, Del. Died in Reading, Pa. Age 
seventy-five years. 


` “Leaves hav their time to fall, 
And flowers to wither at the north wind’s 
' breath, 
The stars to set—but all, 
Thou hast all seasons for thine own, O 
Death!” 


Mrs. Harker, the oldest member of 
Friendship Liberal League and the Ladies’ 
Liberal League, is dead. Her cheertul 
voice, her happy smiles, are things of the 
past; her busy hands and brain are at rest. 

She was a brave woman, possessed of a 
good education; was born but once, 
lived in this world for nearly fourscore 
years as maid, mother, and widow. Her 
life was devoted to her children and 
friends. She spent her time in uprooting 
the weeds of selfishness and sowing the 
seeds of love and science—surrounding 
the cradle with joy und taking from the 
coffin its gloom. She was never blessed 
with the grace of God. ‘The narrow 
creeds were early outgrown. The ‘‘Ageof 
Reason” was her standard of ethics, 


Beautiful, silvery, silken Death— 

So soft, so still, so long longed-for! 
Thou givest rest where thou takest breath. 
‘hou takest brown leaves and givest a 

wreath 

Of the fairest, whitest flowers that are. 


Peace is the name of the great pale rose 
That opes and broods o’er the brow of 
the dead; 
Silence the lily-white bud that blows 
Where the sweet, cold eyes will never un- 


Thomas Paine her hero; and she always close, . 
took an activ part in the celebration of his And the mouth curvesyet with a shadow 
birthda: of red. 


She Pad no fear of death and did not 
believe in the resurrection. Many years 
ago she decided to hav her body cremated, 
and repeated the wish in her will. She 
was always steadfast. Never in all her 
years did she care for the odium of the 
‘respectable,’ believing that one in the 
right was a majority. She passed peace- 
fully into the great unknown. 


‘* A busy life has ended, 
A cheerful voice is hushed, 
A happy home made vacant, 
Her fragil body—dust.” 


J. B. ELLIOTT. 


ADDRESS BY VOLTAIRINE DE OLEYRE, 

Friznps: To those who die in the 
beautiful fullness of beautiful years death 
is a lovely, a beautiful thing. Its sadness 
is like the sadness of the autumn shine 
that melts, and melts, and melts-into the 
kissing shadows of the night. So she 
died—this mother, this lover and friend of ] 


Cruel, O Death, are thy wings and winds! 
But thy flowers are wonderful, white, 
and rare. 
We weep sad salt where our pain begins, 
But we bless the silence her pain upbinds, 
And the great pale rose on her silver 
hair. 


Thou hast given her back to the Mother- 
Mother-lever of women and men— 
‘One day we shall lie with her under one 


pall— ; 
The wild, wide sky and the clear wind- 
call 
The gold and crystal of sun and rain, 


O dear dead body, our eyelids swell - 
Red with the sorrowful tears of us! 
Thou shalt not know, none ever shall tell 
The long, sad song of this last farewell, 
Though it ring on through all the years 
ofus, — . i 


Nay, itis good—for now thon art free; | 
.--And freedom—sure thou didst worship 


z 1t. 

A ‘tired wave slipping back to the sea, 

Thou goest, bearing our love with thee. 
Wel that no pain follow thee—well and 


POEM DELIVERED BY GEO. LONGFORD. . 


All Nature, self-existent, power innate, 

Life givsand takes, formssolvesas adaptate. 

Nature obeys, vice disobeys, her laws; 

In short, all good this only evil draws! 

No good or ill by supernatural cause. 

Let not imagination take its flight 

Upward to fancied regions for delight. 

Science and virtue lead to happiness; 

Known truths, not future faith, giv real 
bliss, 

She had no fear, because she’d not 

Or faith or hope in Juggernaut, 

Nor Foh, Grand Lama, Bouth, ncr Zend, 

Nor Bible systems without end, 

Nor Alcoran, nor Mormon views, 

Nor any creed that priest-followers use. 

Each class, self-pure, condemns the rest, 

Enlightened minds the whole detest. 

In strongest faith no virtue lies, 

And unbelief no vice implies. 

A bare opinion hurts no man, 

Then prove it hurts a God who can. 

To others do, to others giv. 

As you’d hav done, or would receive. 


A MIND OF HER OWN. 


Which She Manifested by Desiring to be 
Cremated and to Promulgate Free- 
thought, and by Disinheriting a Son-in- 

aw. 


The following amounts were disposed 
of by wills which were admitted to probate 
on Saturday: Ellen J. Harker, 
$21,900. 


The last-named testatrix directed that her 


body be cremated, and wished Robert G. 
Ingersoll to conduct the funeral services. 


to be paid for tive years to Friendship 


which shall be owned by the league »n 


this country. 


league absolutely forever, provided that 
within five years a fund of not lers than 
$24,000 shall be absolutely raised and paid 
over in cash into the treasury of the 
league to build a hall or temple as afore- 
said, proper proof of which shall be pre- 


residuary estate. 
declared: . ‘ 


Society. 
Lovisviuz, KY., Apr. 9, 1893. 


Mr. Eprtor: I hav been on a six weeks’ 
trip, and my hardest deprivation has been 


to be denied seeing Tux TRUTH SEEKER. 
Dr. de Lespinasse. 


I would run in to Cincinnati over Sunday. 


warmest friends and supporters of the 
Liberal cause during his residence in 
Chicago. The doctor is doing well, and 
besides a large practice, holds a professor- 
ship in the Cincinnati Medical College. 
For natural talent, scholarship, and pro- 
found research there are few men the equal 


of E. S. McLeod. When quite a young 


man he was one of the faculty of the Iowa 
State University, and withal is a true-blue 
Liberal and a whole-souled fellow. The 
quartet of faithful workers for Freethought 
in Cincinnati is headed by ‘‘ Deacon” 
Light, ably assisted by Andrew Hogg, Mr. 
Silverman, and Dr. McLeod. 

Sunday morning I am the first to greet 
Mr. Steiner, and was soon joined by our 
friend: Silverman. We all called on Dr. 
McLeod and a program was arranged for 
our afternoon entertainment. Dr. McLeod 
agreed to take me in charge and the other 
friends were to see to Mr. Steiner. Early 
after dinner the doctor called at the 
Palace Hotel with a carriage in which was 
seated one of the fairest daughters of the 
Crescent City, whose name I cannot recall, 
but whose cheery presence added charm- 


ingly to a most delightiul drive. Passing i 


She devised $1,000 in trust, the income 


Liberal League, No. 257, of which she was 
a member, for the support of the meetings 
of the league, and further directed that 
her executors shall hold the amount for 
five years as a nucleus fund for the build- 
ing of a hall or temple in Eniledelphis, 


used for the dissemination of Freethought, 
and more particularly to secure the com- 
plete separation cf church and state in 


At the expiration of five years after her 
decease she devised the amount to the 


sented to the executor before the $1,000 
shall be paid over. If at the expiration uf 
five years the league shall not hav raised 
the fund for the purpose, the bequest is to 
become null and void and lapse into the 
The testatrix further 


A Visit to Cineinnati—The Ohio Liberal 


One reached me through the kindness of 
A week ago, while in Indiana, I thought 


My first call was made on my esteemed 
friend, Dr. E. 8. McLeod, one of the 


26° 


rapidly by the close, smoky, murky, low- 
lying portion of the city, we ascend Wal- 
nut Hills, past Eden Park, Burnett Woods, 
to Clifton, the urban city par excellence. 
Dom Pedro, when entertained in Cincin- 
nati, pronounced this natural scenery, 
hightened by the imposing effect of 
palatial residences, wooded slopes, ter- 
raced lawns, and natura] lakes, the ideal 
spot he had seen on earth. It certainly 
is lovely almost beyond expression, for all 
that wealth can contribute to add to 
natural beauty has been done. To view 
these magnificent palaces is certainly a 
pleasure, but to contemplate how those 
who build them liv is anything but assuag- 
ing. In those castles of the barons of 
business is stored the labor of thousands 
upon thousands of human beings, while 
those who should possess this wealth, by 
right of producing it, liv in squalid tene- 
ments in those dirty, dingy streets in the 
valley two hundred feet below. However, 
to destroy our pleasureis to think. Think- 
ing is a pernicious practice, which as yet the 
majority of mankind seldom indulge in or 
these terrible inequalities could never be, 
From the contemplation of social injustice 
we are whirled to the Museum of Art, a 
magnificent structure of which any city 
might justly feel proud. 

Among the marbles we are attracted to 
several by Hiram Powers, by his son, and 
other sculpturs of equal celebrity. We 
take a hurried glance at the canvases. 
Here are some originals by Rubens, 
Vandyke, and others. The doctor drew 
my attention to a large canvas by Ben- 
jamin West—a scene from ‘‘ Hamlet,” 
where Laertes and Ophelia are before the 
guilty king and queen. This work 1s 
strongly, tragically drawn. Each facial 
expression would suffice for an essay on 
character, and the detail of the picture is 
perfect. The largest canvas portrays the 
scene of Jesus riding into Jerusalem ona 
jackass. My friend the doctor remarks 
that ‘‘the jackass is the salvation of the 
picture.” Certainly his is the only in- 
telligent expression in the lot. The hour 
of closing hastens our departure with 
regrets. 

The evening finds us at Douglass Hall, 
where a large audience regularly attends 
the meetings of the Ohio Liberal Society, 
which society—New York possibly ex- 
cepted—has the largest Freethought 
gatherings in this country. Douglass 
Hall is a model in everything but ventila- 
tion, and as it is crowded every Sunday 
night, that becomes a serious drawback, 
Within the membership of this society is 
excellent vocal and instrumental talent, 
with which the audience were regaled 
prior to the introduction of the lecturer. 

President Geo. E. Light ideally and 
literally fills the chair to perfection. He 
introduced Mr. Franklin Steiner, who 
spoke on ‘Popular Evidences ia Favor of 
Christianity Tested.” His lecture is 
argumentativ, terse, forcible, and logical, 
and Franklin Steiner is bound to take 
front rank among the lecturers in the 
Liberal field. During the lecture the 
audience frequently manifested their 
appreciation of the speaker’s pertinent 
points, and at its conclusion he was the 
recipient of unstinted applause. 

A discussion followed, participated in 
by the writer, Dr. McLeod, a ‘‘reformed ” 
preacher, and President Light; and a brill- 
iant little lady made an excellent extem- 
pore address—Mary L. Geffs. 

For large audiences, interest, harmony, 
and general activity the Ohio Liberal 80- 
ciety far outranks Chicago to-day. Chi- 
cago once could lay claim to supremacy 
as the center of Liberal work. It can do 
so no longer. Cincinnati has forged 
away ahead. Its society isa splendid one, 
All those in it work for the cause, not for 
themselvs. The workers are also the 
contributors. People who cannot finan- 
cially assist a cause can seldom inspire 
others to do it for them. It has fine liter- 
ary and forensic talent right in its member- 
ship. None hav any mercenary motivs, for 
allare well able to support themselvs as 
well as the society, and they do it liberally. 
The society is flourishing financially. 
There all is harmony and good feeling and 
small chance for hypocrisy or treachery 
to diminish its usefulness, May it liv 
long and prosper, is the earnest desire of 

E; A. STEVENS, 
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@hildren’s Gorner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wrxon, Fali 
River, Mass., to whom all Communica- 
tions for this Corner should be sent. 


`“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations 
That is known as the Children’s Hour.” 


© Put Out to Sea. - 


Put out to sea, sailor, put ont to sea! 

Fear not the howling winds, bat cut the cable 
free. 

All the freight aboard, sailor, aland no longer be; 

Leave the poor old rotten dock and put cut to 
sea! 

Trust to the Freethought frigate, unfarl every 
sail; 

Faster the craft will boom, the fiercer the gale. 

Heed not the rolling waves though surging they 


be; 
Hold the helm by compsfs well, and put ou’ to 
sea. 


Bright gleams the morning, sailor, lift up the 
eye; 

Superstition disappearing, Reason’s realm is 
‘nigh! 

On the mizzen-peak, sailor, let. your pennor be— 

“Freethought forever!” and put out to tea. 


Tyngsboro, Mass. JOAN Prt scot? GUILD. 
Lge 


Fruits. 

There are many different kinds of fruits 
such as the spple, pear, peach, strawberries, 
raspberries, blackberries, 
grapes, and many more, which grow in 
the North. In the South are also 
frnits which grow in the North; and 
some that do not grow there, such 
as the orange, banana, lemons, figs, 
dates. The fruits are canned in the snum- 
mer, and are very nice in winter when we 
cannot get them off the trees. All the 
frnits are gone for this year. The fruits 
gre shipped North in the spring because 
they get ripe in the South sooner than they 
do in the North. Nearly all the people 
like fruits. All the fruit trees bloom in 
the spring and shed their bloom, and 
then the young fruits grow and get ripe. 
The peach tree isamong the first to bloom. 


GERTRUDE H. STIGALUL. 
OS 
Never. 

‘There never was a good war, nor a 
bad peace.”—Franklin. 

This is one of the pithy sayings of ‘‘ Our 
Ben,” and true as truth can be. War is 
never justifiable. It is never right to 
strike a brother or a sister, or a friend or 
afoe. Itis always ignorance that breeds 
war. It is ignorance that givs the first blow 
and ignorance that strikes back. All dif- 
ferences should be settled by arbitration. 
The time will come when a whip will bea 
relic of antiquity, and swords and guns 
will be found only in museums. Then we 
shall honor and pension. our peacemakers, 
jnventors, teachers. The hangmen will de- 
part to the everlasting shades, and jails 
and prisons will be converted into school- 
houses and lecture rooms. 

l l AUNT ELMINA, 


oe 
What Followed. | 

A young man, arrested for swindling his 
employer out of $30,000, sat alone in a 
eriminal’s cell, out of which daylight had 
faded. Cowering on his hard bed, he 
pictured to himself the world outside, full 
of warmth and life and comfort. The 
question came to him sharply: ‘‘ How 
came you here?” á 

Was it really for the stealing of that 
sum? 

Yes and no. ; 

Looking back twenty years, he saw him- 
self a schoolboy ten years-old. He re- 
membered one lovely June day, with the 
roses in full bloom over the porch, and the 
dress his mother wore while at her work, 
and the laborers in the wheat tields. 

Freshest of all, he remembered his 
Uncle John—such a queer, kind, forgetful 
old man. That very morning his uncle 
had sent him to pay a bill at the country 
store, apd there were seventy-two cents 
left, and Uncle John did not ask him for 
it. When they met that noon, this boy, 
now in prison, stood there under the blue 
sky and a great temptation came. He 
said to himself: ‘‘Shall I givit back or 
shall I wait till he asks forit? Ifhe never 
asks, that is his lookout. - If he does, why, 
I can get it again together.” . 

He never gave back the money. 


plums, and. 


A theft of $30,000: brought this young 
man to a prison door; but when a -boy he 
turned that way years before, when he 
sold his honesty for seventy-two cents. 

That night he sat disgraced and an open 
criminal in his chilly cell. 

Uncle John was long ago dead. 

The old home was desolate, his mother 
broken-hearted. The prisoner knew that 
what brought him there was not the man’s 
deed alone, but the boy’s. 

Had the ten-year-old boy been true to 
honor, life now would hav been different. 
One little cheating was the first of many, 
until his character was eaten out, could 
bear no test, and he wrecked manliness 
and his life. 


—< 


Correspondence. 


MoCoy, Org.. March 26, 1893. 
Dear Miss Wrxon: This is my first let- 
ter to the Corner. I am eleven years 
old. I liv in McCoy. My father takes 
Tar TRUTH SEEKER. I like to read the 
Children’s Corner. I go to school, and 
study reading, spelling, arithmetic, men- 
tal arithmetic, geography, and grammar. 
Iam in the seventh A grade. There is 
one church in McCoy. It is a Presbyte- 
rian church. Well, I will close now, as 
my letter is growing long. If this letter 
escapes the wastebasket I will write again. 

From your sincere friend, 
Doris SEARS 


Loni, Car., March 12, 1893. 
Dear Miss Wrxon: This is my first 
letter to the Children’s Corner. I livona 
farm of three hundred and eighty acres of 
land. I hav four pet cats. My papa has 
taken TuE TRUTH SEEKER for three years, 
and I like to read the Children’s Corner. 
I am seven years old and soon will be 
eight. I go to school and study reading, 
arithmetic, spelling, and language. 
Well, as my letter is getting quite long 
I will close. If this escapes the waste- 
basket I will try again. 
From your little Liberal friend, 
Hazen M. Hoaan. 
[A bright girl is Hazel.—Ep. © C.] 


TURNER, ORE., March 14, 1893. 
Miss Susan H. Wrxon anp Youne Pro- 
pie: We hav had a good deal of snow for 
Oregon this winter. The snow lay on for 
over two weeks. Things hav started to 
grow now. , 
How many of the Cornerites like pets? 
Ido, for one. We hav three little Jap- 
anese ‘‘chin” puppies nearly six months 
old—one of them, Flossie, weighs three 
and a half pounds, and is a light seal 
brown, with tan-colored legs and no tail 
to speak of; one big collie dog; six canary 
birds; two white rats with red eyes; one 
blue ‘‘Maltese” kitten; one ‘‘mouser” 

cat, and one pethen. Truly yours, 
i Kar D. MATTESON. 


[Quite a family of pets.—Ep. C. C.] 
Brackett, Tex., March 21, 1893. 

Dear Miss Wrxon: My father has taken 
Tue TRUTH Srerxer for as long as T can 
remember, and Iam twelve yearsold. I 
like to read the paper very much, espe- 
cially the Children’s Corner. I go toschool, 
and I think my brothers and sisters and 
myself are the only Freethinkers in the 
whole school. I hav two brothers and 
three sisters. One of my brothers and 
two of my sisters go to school. © 

My father is one of the trustees, and 
when one of the teachers began to say the 
Lord’s prayer he had it stopped. Hoping 
that my letter will not find its way to the 
waste-basket, I am your little Freethinker 
friend, May WHITELEY. 

[Such a nice little letter as the above 
will never find the waste-basket.—Ep. 


C. C.) 
Long Laxs, Minn., March 30, 1893. 

Dear Miss Wrxow: Seeing no letters 
from this part of the country, I thought I 
would write one to make a start. This is 
my first letter to the Corner ; and I hope 
it will not be the last one. 

My father takes THE TRUTH SFEKRER and 
thinks it a good paper. We alllike to read 
the Children’s Corner. I am thirteen years 
old and go to school. My studies are Jan- 
guage, reading, history, geography, spell- 
ing, and arithmetic. 

We hav ‘‘The Story Hour,” ‘‘ Apples of 
Gold,” and ‘All In a Lifetime,” and 
think they are nice books. I hav three 
brothers and two sisters; my youngest 
brother plays the violin, and one of my 
sisters is taking music lessons. 

We liv near a lovely lake on a big farm, 
and make much maple syrup every spring. 
Well, I will close with best wishes to the 
Corner. Your Liberal friend, 

CARRIE WOLSFELD. 
BALTIMORE, MD., March 19, 1893. 

Drar Miss Wrxon: It givs meso much 

pleasure to read the letters in the Chil- 


* dren’s Corner that it encourages me to try 


once more, as a few lines from me might 
interest some of the other readers. We 
all enjoyed the letters you wrote while 
Abroad, especially those about Scotland, 
Wallace, and Edwin Ruthven. I am 
named after the latter and was born in 
that country. And we were glad you re- 
turned safe home. Father and mother 
enjoy reading Tae TRUTH SEEKER; they 
are both Freethinkers, and_never go to 
church. We hav the ‘‘Freethinkers’ 
Pictorial Text-Book” and ‘‘Thomas 
Paine’s Complete Works” and a sood 
many of Robert Ingersoll’s lectures; also 
a large portrait of that great orator. He 
is to deliver a lecture here on the 28th of 
this month. Mother and I hope to hear 
him. It is getting late, so I will close. 
Yours for Freethought, 
Envwin R. FRIEND. 

P.S.—I would like to hear from some of 

the children in the Corner. E. R. F. 


[Correspondents will notice the post- 
script and act accordingly. —Ep. C. C.] 


New York, March 3, 1898. 

Miss Wrxon : In Tar TRUTH SEEKER of 
February 18th a letter is published from 
the pen of Mr. Albert Sandberg, of Nunach, 
Cal., dated Jan. 24, 1893, which in sub- 
stance says that ‘‘ women will abolish 
what little liberty we hav” if they are al- 
lowed to vote. I suppose that by the 
word ‘‘women,” Mr. Sandberg means the 
American ladies. 

I hav allowed two numbers of Tue TRUTH 
SEEKER, of February 25th last and 4th 
inst., to appear without contradicting Mr. 
Sandberg’s assertion, expecting to sve one 
or more American gentlemen come out in 
the defense of the American ladies; but 
since such has not been the case, allow me 
to ask Mr. Sandberg: Who voted in favor 
of having the Chicago Fair opened on 
Sundays, against the clergy and members 
of Congress that want the World’s Fair 
closed ? In the board of lady managers 
all except one voted in favor of its being 
opened on Sundays. In other countries 
I don’t deny the danger which Mr. Sand- 
berg sees, exists ; but not here. : 

The result in the vote of the lady man- 
agers suffices to prove that Mr. Sandberg’s 
fears are groundless, : 

JOSEPH FELIX GONZALES. 
Haruan, Ia., March 21, 1893. 

Miss Susan H. Wixon: Father has taken 
Tur TRUTH SERKER for a good many years. 
I like to read the letters in the Children’s 
Corner. Thisis my first letter. If an 
of the boys or girls will write to me I will 
be glad to answer. All around here 
are Christians, or rather church-members. 
Nobody comes to see us, because we 
are Freethinkers and think for our- 
selvs. Papa is going to sell, and go 
somewhere else, when he can get $40 an 
acre. He is deaf, and spends mostof his 
time reading and writing when he is not 
at work. About five years ago he was 
walking to town on the railroad track, 
and could not hear the cars, which ran 
iuto him, knocked him off the track, and 
broke two or three ribs. There is a little 
Freethinking girl in town that was made 
to join church. One day the preacher’s 
wife told her to pray and she would be- 
lieve. She said that she had prayed and 
prayed and it didn’t do any more good 
than praying to a corn-cob! 

I said that nobody came to visit us—that 
is, nobody around here comes. I will 
close for fear my letter will not be pub- 
lished. 

I hope that some day this will be a 
free country, and it will if we do our 
best to make it so. ARTIE P. BAKER. 


[Just about as much good to pray toa 
corn-cob. Frederick Douglass prayed to 
be free, but never accomplished anything 
until. he prayed with his feet and walked 
into freedom.—Eb. C. C.] 


Gors Bay, MANITOULEN ISLE, 
March 22, 1893. L. . 
Drar Miss Wixon: This is the first 
time I hav written to you, but I hope it 
will not be the last. Papa takes Tum 
TRUTH SEEKER, and we both like it very 
much. I go to school. I am in the 
Fourth Reader and the senior fourth class. 
I study reading, writing, spelling, litera- 
ture, geography, and history. I take 
music lessons, and my teacher’s name is 
Mrs. Sutherland. Do you not think the 
Freethinkers ought to know as much 
about the Bible as Christians? I do. I 
am going to a girl’s birthday taffy-pulling 
to-morrow night—and she will be fourteen 
years old. Her name is Maud Jackson. 
I will be twelve years old on the last day 
of April. Ig>to the Methodist Sunday- 
school, and I like my teacher very much. 
I got a lot of Christmas presents last 
Christmas. I gave mamma a little break- 
fastcruet and papa atobacco-pouch. I got 
a set of furs, a silver watch, a pair of kid 
gloves, a pair of china models, a pair of 
china babies, a sleigh, a very large doll, 
a pair of vases, two plush albums, a gold 
watchchain, a cup and saucer, a silk 
handkerchief, and a silver mug. 
I like to read, but. papa says I read 


- Prica, $1.50, 


too much. Papa has been a Freethinker 
and taken Tae TRUTH SUTKER for fourteen 
years. Ma sang a solo at two Christmas 
festivals, and I gave a recitation at the 
Methodist festival; it was entitled ‘‘Lit- | 
tle Nellie’s Christmas Eve;” ` It had one 
hundred and ninety-four lines. I awan 
only child and hav no pets. I hav had a 
parrot, a bird, about a bushel of cats, and 
one dog. Do you not think I ought to. 
hav a pet of some kind? I do, anywav. . 
I hav a tricycle, a doll carriage, two 
cradles, eight dolls, and many other toys. 
There is anew dock being built here; it 
is only a few steps from our place. Papa 
owns the town hall, but the Mechanics’. In- 
stitute is occupying it now. I would like 
some of the Cornerites to write to me, 
My address is Gore Bay, Manitoulen Isle, 
Ont. T think I will come to a close now, 
so good-bye. 
From your little truth seeker, 
Gracie BRAZENOR. 

P.S.—Do the Cornerites hav badges, 
and hav you got to pay for them, for I 
should like to get one? G. B. 

[No, the Cornerites do not hav badges 
especially for them. Such a favored child 
of fortune as Gracie should. hav one of 
Otto Wettstein’s beautiful badges adver- 
tised in Taz Truta Senxer. So indeed 
should all Freethinkers wear this badge, 
little and big. Some one has spoken of a 
badge to be worn at the World’s Fair, 
that Liberals may recognize each other at 
once, and nothing can be prettier than the 
Wettstein badge. It is more enduring 
than a ribbon, and is a thing of beauty at 
all times.—Ep. C. C.] 


SUSAN WIXON’S BOOKS, 


SO} 


All in a Lifetime. A Liberal Romance, 


1:mo, 300 pp., $1. 


Apples of Gold. And Other. Stories for 
oys and Girls. 12mo, 888 pp., $1.25. 


he Story Hour. An Exceptionally Hand- 
some and Interesting Book, Without Supersti- 
tion, for Children and Youth The Only Free- 
thinkers’ Children’s Story-book ever issued. 
66 full-page illustrations and 25 smaller; large 
tvpe, heavy, toned paper, broad margins, illus- 
trated covers; dto, 224 pp., boards, $1. 
Address, THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


Darwin and After Darwin, 


An Exposition of the Darwinian Theory. 


By Grorcs J. ROMANES. 


A systematic Exposition of what may be termed 

the Darwinism of Darwin, and intended to be of 
service to the general reader rather than vo pro- 
fexsed naturalists. 
_ Mr. Romanes is well known as one of the most 
interesting of English writers upon evolution, 
besides ranking with Professor Huxley in scien- 
tific knowledge and ability. And this Is a part of 
his conclusion regarding the great subject of 
Design, to which the church so often refers: 

K us whether we look to the facts of adapta- 
tion or to those of beauty, everywhere through- 
out organic nature we meet with abundant 
evidence of natural causation, while nowhere do 
we meet with any independent evidence of 
supernatural design. . . Adaptation and 
beauty are alike receiving their explanation at 
the hands of a purely mechanical philosophy... . 
All nature has thus been trausformed before the 
view of the prerent generation in a manner and 
to an extent that has never before been possible; 
and inasmuch as the change which has taken 
place has taken place in the direction of natural- 
ism, and this to the extent of rendering the ` 
mechanical interpretation of nature universal, it 
is no wonder if the religious mind has suddenly 
awakened to a new, and a terrible force in the 


‘words of its traditional enemy—Where is now 


thy God?” ; 
llustrated Price, cloth, #2. 
Address,’ THÈ TRUTH SEEKER. 


COSMIAN HYMN-BOOK. 


A COLLECTION OF 


ORIGINAL AND SELECTED HYMNS 
FoR 
Liberal and Ethical Societies, 
for Schools and 
the Heme. 
—With Music Written to All the Songs.— 


Comprurp BY L. K. WASHBURN, 
For sale at THIS OFFIOR. . 


' 


“RELIGION. 
: LIBE 
INTELLECT. 
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REDUCTION IN PRICE OF A GREAT BOOK. 


With the eighth edition of 
Winwood Reade’ s “ Martyr- 
dom of Man,” the cost of 
‘production has been des- 


| sened so that we can reduce 


F 
a Sii 


$1.00. 


The book has had a phenomenal sale for so heretical a work, second only to Helen Gardener’s 


* Men; Women, and Gods,” and we give our readers the pecuniary 


enefit of it. The. 


“MARTYRDOM OF MAN” 


. Is very interestingly pictured synopsis of universal history, showing what the race has undergone 
—its martyrdom—in its rise to its present piane. It shows how War and Religion have been oppres- 
sive factors in man’s struggle for Liberty, and the last chapter, of some 150 pages, desorsbes his 


intellectual struggle from t 


e animal period of the earth to the present, adding an outlive of what 


the author conceives would be a religion of reason and love. The chapters are: 


henicians, Carthage and Rome, Roman Africa, the Arabs. 


Ww AR pesh Western Asia, the Persians, the Greeks, the Macedonians, Alexandria. the 
WE į i : 


Jition in America, 


The Natural History of Religion, the Israelites, the Jews, the Prophets, 
Character of Jesus, the Christians, Arabia, Mecca, Character of Moham- 
med, Description of Africa, the Moh d 
: Ancient Europe, Invasion of the Germans, the Castle, the Town, the 
RTY Church, Venice, Arab Spain, the Portuguese D 

Abolition in Europe, Abo M 

Animal Period of the Earth, Origin of Man 
Summary of Universal History, The 
Religion of Reason and Love. 


` Price reduced from $1.75 to $1.00. Address 


ammedans in Central Africa. 


iscoverers, the Slave Trade. 
aterials of Human History. 


and Early History, 
mune of the Human Race, The 
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Good Books for Liberally In- 


clined. People. 


The Last Tenet; Imposed upon the Khan o 
Tomathoz. B _Hudor Genone, author 
of “ Inquirendo Island.” Copiously illustrated 
with original drawings by Louis M. Glackens. 
Jamo, 165 pages; cloth, $1.25; paper, 50c. 

Tnquirendo Island. A noval By Hudor 

enone. 12mo, 853 pages; cloth, $1; paper, 

Boe This book is A me a felightin sur: 
se. In my judgment it is a stronger piec 

ction than Edward Bellamy’s ‘ Looking Back- 

ward,’ which at times it reminds one of. Itis a 
merciless exposure of Pharisaism and hypoc- 
risy, which is so prevalent in fashionable Chris- 
tianity of to-day. It isa good book, and while 
it offend many, should be read by all.”— 


{The Arena. 
Lecture on the Bible. By Rev. Charles 
Voysey, pestor of the Theistic church of Lon- 

don, with a new introduction by Rev. Herbert 


Taft Root. Paper, 87 pages; 20c. 


l God in the Constitution, By Arthur B. 


‘Bradford. Paper, 18mo, 18 pages; 10c. 
Evolution in its Relations to Evangelical 


Religion. By B. F. Underwood. Paper, 
24m0; 21 pages; Be. 


The Change of Front of the Universe. 
By Minot J. Savage. . Paper. 81 pages, 10c. 


A Study of Primitive Christianity, By 
Lewis G. Janes. Cloth, octavo, gilt top, uncut 
edges, 319 pages; $1.25. ‘* Dr. Janes is evidently 
& thorough scholar, and one cannot fail to be 
impressed with the care, the honesty, the faith- 
fulness, the impartiality, the love of truth, the 
conservatism exhibited throughout this admi- 
rable volume.”—[Popular Science Monthly. 


What Can Ethics Do For Us? By 
William Mackintire Salter. Paper, 12mo, 82 
pages, 10c, 


Freedom of Thought and of Speech. By 
vieme Mackintire Salter. Paper, 12mo, 29 
pages, 10c. 


The Morals of Christ. A comparison 
with the contemporaneous systems of Mosaic, 
Pharisaic, and Grwco-Roman ethics. By Austin 
Bierbower. Paper, 16mo, 200 Pa es, 50c.; cloth, 

. “Mr, Bierbower has carefu 
old-world ethical systems which chiefly con- 
cern the modern civilized world, and in this 
book he has so classified the elements revealed 
by that analygis as to give them a high scien- 
tific value. His book is almost as systematic as 
a treatise upon one of the exact sciences, and 


stands in fine contrast to the rambling, ethical - 


discussion of which we hear so much and which 
leads us nowhere.”—[Chicago Daily News. 


Liberty and Life. 
on the applications of scientific truth to morals 
and religion. By E.P. Powell. 12mo, 208 pages: 
cloth, $1; paper, 50c. “Strong. even bold, 


essays on ethical and religions subjects. They | ` 
are the work of a man of vigorons intellect, who | 


has studied the doctrine of evolution long and 


carefully, and has not found it necessary to { . 


abandon all his old reverences. The discourses 

are full of interest to the casual reader by rea- 

son of their fund of anecdote and biographical 

citation, and to the seeker for religious and 

; poral truth they offer many helps.”—[Literary 
orld. 


‘Evolution and Christianity. A Study. 


By J. O. F. Grumbine. Cloth, square 18m0, 
75 pages, 80c. ‘Mr. Grumbine’s statements are 
sound and well put. His book is the fruit of 
wide reading and investigation. It is a helpful 
one, is thoroughly interesting reading, and its 
presentation of the relation between evolution 
and Christianity includes much valuable 
thought.”—{Buffalo Express. 

Lessons From the World of Matter and 
the World of Man. By Theodore Parker. 
Selected from notes of unpublished sermons by 
Rufus Leighton. 
paper, 50c. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


The Glergyman’s Victims. 


4 FTBERAL STORY. 


-By Mrs. B. J. BALL. - Price 25 cents. 


y analyzed the . 


Seventeen discourses 


12mo, 480 pages; cloth, $1.25; ! 


i 
$ 


' Boards, 


GOLD. SILVER. 


MINES AND STOCKS. 


CHAS, F. BLACKBURN, 
Mining Geologist, Seattle, Wash. 


Special attention given to the expert examina- 
tion ot mineral properties in the United States 
and British Columbia. ` 


MINES BOUGHT AND SOLD. 


Precious Metal Mines a Specialty. Can 
furnish any kind of mineral property—Platinum, 

old, Silver, Quicksilver, Nickel, Coppers Lead, 
Antimony, Iron, Manganese, and Coal. Also Slate. 
Granite, Limestone, and Sandstone quarries. 


RICH GOLD AND SILVER MINES FOR SALE. 


Rare bargains in gold quartz, gold placers, and 
gold-silver galena mines in Koatenay and Cari- 

oo districts, British Columbia. Only a few 
bundred dollars will buy valuable mining inter- 
ests, a bonanza for a few thousand. Correspond- 
ence solicited; sampling, assays and mill tests; 
all work strictly scientific; investments carefully 
placed; bargains , guaranteed; twenty years’ 
mining and geological experience. 


MILLIONS IN THE MOUNTAINS ! 
METAL. MINERAL. 


8mol4 


Colonel Kelso’s Works. 


The Bible Analyzed. Cloth, octavo, 88 
pages, $3. 

Deity Analyzed, Cloth, 12mo, $1.00. 
“he Real Blasphemers. Paper, 12mo 
+88 pages, 50c. 

Spiritualism Sustained, Cloth, 12ma 
A5 pages, $1. + 

universe Axadyeredl. &* : 


LITTLE LESSONS FOR 


LITTLE FOLKS. | 


By MRS, E. D, SLENKER. 
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oe, fs ` a Byes a > b 9 A $ . , > 
Just Out:—25 Cents.—Five Copies for $1. 
_A Liberal living in Michigan said once that he would give $25 & : 
. year.to have. the Crimes of Preachers recorded, as the 1requent lapses 
of virtue’of the ministers showed how little value Christianity 
possessés- to make men moral, © -. ; ; 
We have jnst issued the Fourth Edition of the book doing this 
The additiona for this. new edition of the : i 


“Crimes of Preachers” 


shows nearly:400 cases of ministerial conduct. While those in pre- 
vious editions :how that within a tew years abcut : 


1300 MINISTERS HAVE BEEN GUILTY _ 


of. one kind: or- another ‘of criminal conduct. Most of the’ crimes. 
are against. “women, for the fair sex are at once the weakness and ¢ 
the strength of the church—“the church” meaning of course the WA 
Clere ye Sa ee T a : tage? a 

. Notwithstanding, the mauy additional pages. we have kept the 
price the same, 25 cents. Send for a copy, and confound the church- 


AN 


men. Show them just what: sors of scamps are tbe clergy who have , ao TS. E K 
closed the Worla’s Fair ou Sunday. because it is so holy a day that to lok upon machinery or 


is“ immoral.’ 
dress 


paintings in this period 
$ : . Ad 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, ‘8 Lafayetie Place, New York. 


SALADIN 


Editor of the 


GOD AND HIS BOOK: 


When he had read this book Colonel Ingersoll wrote to the author: * You have earned the 
thanks of all who really think.” Itisa work of vast research, of sound criticism of caustic 
humor, of sledgehammer vehemence, of scathing satire, of pathos and eloquence. Itis one of 
the heaviest iconoclastic broadsides ever fired at the Jewish God and the Bible. - - 


Cloth, gold letters, $1.25. ; TR Sa 
WOMAN: HER GLORY, HER SHAME, AND HER GOD. : 


The Rev. Archdeacon Farrar said that “* Christianity elevated the woman; it.shronded 
as with a halo of sacred innocence the tender years of the child.” The object of Saladin’s work 
is to show the archdeacon his error, and he has succeeded. An English w;iter said of it: 
“This certainly is one of the most marvelous books ever issued from the press. The authori- 
ties cited are unquestionable, and the result is convincing.” a 


LONDON AGNOSTIC JOURNAL. . 


In two volumes, cloth, gilt lettered, $2.50. 


CHRISTIANITY AND THE SLAVE TRADE. a 


A condensation of the known facts upon this subject, proving that Christianity did not 
abolish but aided this infamous traffic in human beings. To whioh are added such comments 
as only Saladin can make. paper, 80 cents. y 


THE TRANSITION. 


A consideration of the antagonism of the, Bible and science, and of the question whether 
the veiled or allegorical portions of the Christian Bible can be interpreted by modern science. 
paper, 20 cents. 


ROSES AND RUE. 


Being Random Notes and Sketches. Kome of its subjects are: A Last Interview with a 
Man of Genius; An Essay on Stirpiculture; Asceticism and Superstition; Capital Punishment; 
Poverty; Godin the Constitution; Bruno; Gods; Witchcraft, etc. This may be. called Sala- 
din’s own book, for it is poetry in prose, and is one of the books that lovers of strong literature 
like to read again and again. In cloth, gold- andsilver-lettered, $1.50. 


LAYS OF ROMANCE. 


This book reminds one of Sir Walter Scott, being romantio, historio verse, aglow in every 
page with the energy ofa true and high poetic genius. : nara 
Cloth, gold-lettered, 75 cents. 


ISAURE and OTHER POEMS. 


The title poem is a story of intense passion, touchingly told. The other twenty. poems 
are fresh, fragrant, thoughtful, and every verse reveals the thinker, observer, and reformer. 
Every page glows with passion and throbs with life. 

Cloth, gold-lettered, 75 cents. 


A FEARFUL FLOGGING. 


By one who endured it. Based upon a manuscript in the possession of Balsdin 
: paper, 10 cents. 


THE AGONIES OF HANGING. 


Stndies in Psychology.. By one who was cut down from the gallows. 
script in the hands of Saladin. In paper, 10 cents, 


WHIRLWIND SOWN and REAPED. 


A short story of clerical crime and villainy founded on fact. Of this book the Open Court 
said:_“ This novel will command the same. or more, interest than Helen Gardener’s story, ‘ Is 
This Your Son, My Lord?” In paper, 25 cents. 


THE CONFESSIONAL. f a 


Being an exposure of that infamous religious rite. Contents: Licentiousness of the Pre- 
Reformation Church; Lechery of the Confessional; The Priest in Absolution; Confessions of 
the Escaped Nun; Extracts from Dens and Liguori; Examination of the Church’s Claim to 
have Fostered Learning; Her Atte pts at Continency, even more Ruinoùs than Her Belf- 


Indulgence; The Relative Criminal Statistics of Catholicism and Protestantism. > >: & 
THE TRUTH SEEKER. aR Lafavatta Plana, Naw Ys. 


Printed from mant- 


paper, 25 cents, 
Mor all of thora worke addrona 


Liberty in 
Literature, 


Testimonial 
To Walt Whitman. 


mo 


Ze 


BY 
ROBT. C. INGERSOLL. ,⁄ 


|AN ADDRESS DEL: VERE” 
PHILADELPHIA, PA. 
OCT. 21. 1890. 


With a. Portrait . of . Whitman. 
AUTHOBIZED EDITION. 


‘Peper, 2 cents: cloth, 80 conts. 
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New Publications. 


Unless otherwise specified, all publica- 
tions noticed here can be had of Tax 


` TRUTH SEEKER Company, at the price 


named. ; 


Nowadays that people hav waxed dis- 
trustful of the ethical commands of 
Jehovah—suech fas to sell. your tainted 
meat to your neighbors, to rape the 
womenfolk of your conquered: enemies, to 
stone to death Sunday fuel-gatherers, ete. 
—they are setting about investigating 
ethics for themselvs. A good piece of 


literature to aid them is the International 


Journal of Ethics. This quarterly maga- 
zine contains in its April number ‘‘The 


` Relation Between Ethics and Economics,” 


by J. S. Mackenzie; ‘‘ Self-Development 
and Self-Surrender,” by Mrs. Sophie 
Bryant; ‘‘The Principles and Chief Dan- 
gers of the Administration of Charity,” 
by Bernard Bosanguet; ‘‘The Ethics of 


an Eternal Being,” by Thomas Davideon; 


‘Reform Within the Limits of Existing 
Law,” by Wm. M. Salter; ‘‘ Freedom: 
Its Relation to the Proof of Determinism,” 
with Discussions and Book Reviews. 
Subscription, $2.50; single number, 65 
cents. i 


Hail to the best writings of Benj. R. 
Tucker, selected and printed by that 
famous American exponent of Anarchism 
in a volume entitled, ‘‘ Instead of a Book, 
by a Man Too Busy to Write One.” The 
printing of this work’s 512 pages is as neat 
as its reasonings are, in the opinion of 
many, tattery and slovenly. All will 
admit that the style.is very clear even if 
they think that the social system advocated 
isn’t. And withal the reader is blessed 
with a frontispiece portrait of Mr. Tucker. 
First we hav selections grouped under the 
heading of ‘‘The Individual, Society, and 
the State.” Next ‘‘Money and Interest” 
are roughly handled in a number of pieces. 
‘Shen our system concerning ‘‘Land and 
Rent” receives a broadside of twenty or 
so guns. The next antagonist is ‘‘Social- 
iam,” against which is hurled a battering- 
charge of a dozen excerpts from Mr. 
Tucker’s inditings in Liberty and other- 
where. ‘‘Communism” comes in for 
a similar bombardment. ‘‘Methods” 
and ‘‘ Miscellaneous’ cover the re- 
mainder of the hostilities. . No- doubt 
much. good may be observingly distilled 
from the book. All Freethinkers esteem 
liberty and individualism good even 
though they deem Anarchy bad, and they 
will be glad to learn from this book or 


` anything élse how to extend those glorious 


conditions to the utmost possible limit at 
every point. Price, paper, 50 cents; 
cloth, $1. 


Watts & Co., London, Eng., hav issued 
a small book asa convenience to persons 
desirous of learning what Freethought 
literature it is advisable to buy. It con- 
sists of a list of standard works such as are 
required by Freethinkers. The price of 
each book is given, and a brief description 
of its contents. The title is ‘‘A Rational- 
ist Bibliography.” Works on evolution 
are given, such as ‘The Story of Cre- 
ation.” by. Edward. Clodd; Darwin’s 
‘Origin of Species”. and ‘‘ Descent of 
Man;” ‘‘ Ontlines of Cosmic Philosophy,” 
by John. Fiske; Haeckel’s ‘‘ History of 


Creation ” and ‘‘ History of the Evolution. 


of Man:” Huxley “On the Origin .of 
Species ” and: on ‘‘Man’s Place in Nat- 
ure; ‘Mental Evolution in Animals,” by 
G. J. Romanes; Spencer’s ‘‘ First Prin- 
ciples ” and other works, and Wallace’s 
“Darwinism.” Books upon early man 
are indicated as follows: ‘‘The Child- 


hood of the World;” by Edward Clodd; 


“Human Origins,” by Samuel Laing; 
“The Origin of Civilization and ` the 
Primitiv Condition of Man,” by Sir John 
Lubbock; ‘‘Prebistoric Times,” by the 
same author; ‘‘Antiquity of Man,” by 
Charles Lyell; ‘‘The Primitiv Family,” 
by- N. Starcke: ‘‘Anthropology,” by E. 
B. Tylor, and ‘‘Primitiv Culture,” by the 
same author. Then, the subject of 
ancient mythology, religion, folklore, 
etc., as illustrated in monuments, lan- 
guage, and so on, has been given some 
books such as ‘“‘Egyptian Belief and 
Modern Thought,” in which J. Bonwick 
traces the Egyptian elements of Chris- 
tianitv; ‘‘Myths and Dreams,” by E 


Clodd; ‘Introduction to the Science of 
Comparativ Mythology and Folklore,” by. 
Rev. Sir George Cox; ‘‘Bible Myths,” 


giving the origin of biblical stories in pre- 
ceding religious legends; ‘‘Evolution of 
the Idea of God, according to Anthro- 
pology and History,” by Count Goblet 
d’Alviella; ‘‘Myth, Ritual, and Religion,” 
by Andrew Lang; ‘‘Chips from a Ger- 
man Workshop,” in which Max Müller 
handles the religion, myths, traditions, 
and customs of Hindoos, Persians, Greeks, 
Romans, Germans, Celts, and other peo- 
ples; ‘‘ The Science of Language,” by the 
same author; ‘‘Introduction to Science 


-of Religion,” by the same author, and 


‘Fresh ‘Light from. the Ancient*Monu- 


ments,” by-A. H. Sayce. A class of’ books 


difficult to separate from the above.is that. 


treating of the religions of the world—that 
is, of the developed and leading religions 
as. distinguished from the foregoing. relig- 
ious beginnings and nebulw. In this line 
we find ‘Religions of India,” by A. 


Barth: “Lectures on National Religions } 
and Universal Religions,” by Kuenen;:| 


“Lectures on the Origin and Growth of 


Religion, as Illustrated bv the Religions’ 


of India,” by Max Müller; ‘‘On the 


Religion of Ancient Egypt,” by P. le Page 


Renouf; ‘‘On the: Nativ Religions of 
Mexico and Peru.” by Dr. Reville: ‘On 
the. Origin and Growth of Religion as 
Tilustrated by Celtic’ Heathendom,” . by 
Prof. J. Rhys; “On the Religion of An- 
cient Assyria and Babylonia,” by Prof. A. 
Sayce; pamphlets on ‘‘Non-Christian Re- 
ligious Systems,” embracing ‘‘ Buddh- 
ism.” ‘‘Confucianism,” ‘‘The. Koran.” 
‘‘Hindooism,” and. ‘*Islam.”. Works 
devoted .to anatomizing, .and. show- 
ing the .perniciousness of, religion in 
general, are:' Alger’s ‘‘Oritical History of 
the Doctrin of.a Future Life; Amberley’s 
“ Analysis of Religious Belief: ‘‘ A Oon- 
cise History of.Religion;” by F. J. Gould; 


‘The Trial of Theism,” by G: T. Holvoake;'| 


‘The Supernatural: Its Origin, Nature, 
and Evolution,” bv John H: King; ‘‘Man- 
ual of the Science of Religion,” by C. de. 


la Saussaye; -“‘ Natural Religion,” by Prof: 


J.-R. Seeley ;:Spencer’s ‘‘ Keclesiastical 


Tnstitntions;”.. ‘‘ Outlines of the History- 


of Religion,” bv ©. P. Tiele,-and John. 
Stuart Mill’s ‘‘ Three Essays on Religion,’* 
viz. Nature, The Utilitv of Religion, and 
Theism. Books on Christianity in particu- 
lar are, in part, Bradlaugh’s ‘‘ Genesis: Its 
Anthorship and Authenticity,’ Brewer's 


‘Dictionary of Miracles; Colenso’s ‘“The` 


Pentateuch and the Book’'of Joshua Critic- 
ally Examined;” Davidson’s ‘‘Introduc- 
tion to the New Testament;” Canon Driv- 
er’s ‘‘ Introduction to the Literature of the 
Old Testament: .Gree’s ‘* Creed of Chris- 
tendom;” Renan’s ‘“Influence of the In- 
stitutions, Thought, and Culture of Rome 
on Christianity and‘ the Development. of 
the Catholic Church;”: Constance Howell’s 
“ Biographv of Jesus Christ.” a work for 
young Freethinkers, ‘the verdict. of which 


is that it was a great misfortune forthe 


world that Jesus.was born: ‘The Old and, 


New Testament- Examined,” by. ‘* Julian;”’. 


Kuenen’s ‘The “Religion of Israel; 
Mackay’s ‘‘ Rise and Progress of Chris- 
tianity;’? Meredith’s ‘*‘The Prophet of. 


| Nazareth;”-Momerie’s ‘* The Corruption 


of the Church;” ‘The Practical Value of 
Christianity,” by Nichols and Dymond, 
containing one essay from the orthodox: 
and one from the Freethought viewpoint 


in answer to the question, ‘‘ What would: 
be the effect of the abolition of Chris- 
tianitv?” Paine’s ‘‘Age of Reason;” In” 
gersoll’s works; Renan’s ‘‘ Life of Jésus;’’. 


J. M. Robertson’s ‘‘ Christ..and Krishna; 
Saladin’s ‘*God and His Book;” Scott's 
‘English Life of Jesus ;” 


Religion,” anonymous. We are not with- 


out works, either; on Agnosticism, the’ 


methods% and prospects of science, proposed 
substitutes for. Christianity, rational. re- 
ligions of the future, etc. Books of this 
sort are mentioned thus: ‘‘ Agnostic 
Problems,” by R. Bithell; <A Handbook: 
of Scientific Agnosticism,” by the same 


author; ‘‘ Homilies of Science,” by Paul. 


Carus; Comte’s ‘‘Catechism of Positiv 
Religion ;”- Deseartes’s ‘‘Discourse on- 
Method;” F. J. Gould’s ‘‘ Stepping-stones 


to Agnosticism;” ‘‘ The Creed of Science,” 


by W. Graham; ‘‘ Modern Science and 


Modern Thought,” by Samuel Laing; 


‘*Problems of the Future, and Essays.” 
by the same author;. ‘‘The Service of 
Man,” by J. Cotter Morrison; ‘‘ On Com- 


promise,” by Jobn Morley; ‘‘The Gram- |: 


mar of Science,” by Karl Pearson; ‘‘ Ag- 
nostic First Principles,” by Albert Sim- 
mons; ‘‘ An Agnostic’s Apology, and Other 
Essays,” by Leslie Stephen; ‘‘ Thoughts 
on Science, Theologv, and Ethics,” by. 
John Wilson, A.M. There are also given 
in this bibliography lines of. works on 
philosophy, history, and ethics, but our 
space limits prec'ude their enumeration, 
and inquirers into Rationalism will hav. 
to procure the volume. It isin paper covers 
and contains 20 pages, selling at 25 cents. 
After all, this bibliography has failed: to 
include a large number of valuable works. 
The book catalog of the Truth Seeker 
Company mentions many classical Free- 
thought books not herein given. The 


publishers of this English list, indeed, 


state that it is incomplete, only “an instal- 
ment,” and promis to issue an enlarged 
and complete work soon. The forth- 


coming bibliography will, moreover, hav’ 


its books classified according to subjects. 
In the present pamphlet they are merely 
set down alphabetically, and the topical 
arrangement given in this column we were 
forced to construct ourselvs. Apropos 
of bibliographies, the best one for Free- 
thought youth that we hav ever seen is 
that supplied by Frederic May Holland in 
the ‘‘Children’s Corner” of a late TRUTH 
SEEKER, and we counsel friends who still 


‘the private citizens to protest. 


i Strauss’s: 
“Life of Jesus; Strauss’s “The Old: 
Faith and the New,” and ‘‘ Supernatural: 


‘large think so at the time. 


}ment—for, according to the 


possess that issue. of the paper to preserve 
Mr: Holland’s list. 


— 


A timely. pamphlet is.‘‘ America’s Com- 
pact with Despotism in Russia.” It is by 
William M. Salter, a writer whose contri- 
butions to this-paper are doubtless remem- 

! by théir-justness of thought and 
fiction. Mr. Salter starts 
with the remark.that we ordinarily suppose 
our governing representativs :to be doing 


‘right; to. be; as. standing:in the place of 


the ‘fathers: of the republic, animated by 


‘the love of liberty.and:the hatred of op- 


pression. Brit,.our.autbor goes on to say, 
“Cit is possible. that they should err, it is 
possible that they should temporarily even 
forget: the great principles for which a free 
people should stand, and when this happens 
itis not only the right; it is the duty, of 
: In my 
judgment sneh a situation has now arisen. 
The United States is now entering into a 
compact witha despotic:government which 
cannot be sanctioned by;:and could not hav 
originated with, those who are supremely 
solicitous for the:daus6.of freedom and the 
rights of-man. .. ees t I refer to the 
treaty. with Rissia-””’. 


Moréover, Mr- Salter: goes on to say, it 


is not, to, speak “exactly, <a: treaty with 
‘Russia, but with. despotism: in Russia. 


“For “‘the Russian people are not repre- 
‘sented by: their government; it is not a 


government: by: thèm. -pnt over them; it 
does not. exist. by::their'-consent, nor does 
it serve their interest. Force established 
it, and force. maintains. it. : The Russian 
people.are:notwithout: lovable traits, and 
nothing that T’shall:say must:be construed 


-against them’; coulda treaty be made with 


them to protect'them from oppression, no 
one would object but the. aim of this 
treaty. in which our government has con- 
sciously or unconsciously acquiesced, is to 
make thé grip of thé oppressor stillstronger 
upon them:” | aaa 

_. The author wishes it understood in the 
first place’that almost all ‘treaties between 
civilized.. countries provide that those 
gnilty of political crime shall be regarded 


‘differently.from-usual offenders, and not 


‘returned by,the. country in which they 
hay taken’ refuge. ‘The crime may be 


‘outwardly.the same ss common crime; it 


may be 'taking‘life.or destroying property, 
but. if it is done in: c¢iyil’ war or in the 
course of insurrection or- political commo- 
tions, it is. placed in’& distinct category, 
and. though’ it may be punished more 
severely than:common crime in the coun- 


‘try in. which. it takes‘place, it is viewed 


with different eves outside: Governments, 
itis felt, are fallible institutions; they may 


even be unjust, oppressiv; iniquitous; they 


hay not:the sanctity about them, that im- 


mediate. unconditional. claim. on our re- 


spect, which human life, in itself consid- 


tered, : has; offenses against them may be 


sérious to the government concerned, but 
not ‘necessarily to the outside world. In 


‘any case the company.of modern civilized 


‘peoples is agreed that.there should -be no 
‘extradition of political criminals. We our- 
selvs as:a people were once engaged ina 
political crime-; our. forefathers were 
guilty of. treason .to. the English govern- 
ment; they killed -English officers; had 


‘they been unsuccessful, some of them, tha 
‘leaders, would probably hav been executed. 


But. we can hardly regard the crime as a 
very heinous one, nor did the world at 
To attack men 
as representativs.of a government is a 


.totally different thing from attacking them 


a8 private individuals; to kill from private 
-malice is common murder; to kill to over- 
throw a government may be wise, may be 
unwise, may. be right, may be wrong; 
however, this may-be. it is another sort of 
act, and is. differently treated in the law 
of nations.’” 

Now. the trouble is that the treaty with 
Russia decleres that the political offense 
of assaulting the life of the czar shall be 
reckoned:the-same as a similar attack on 
any common citizen. This is its langnage: 
_ ‘CAn attempt upon the life either of the 
‘head of government, or against that of 
any member of. his family, when such 
attempt comprises the act either of 
murder, or of. assassination, or of 
poisoning, shall not be considered a 
political offense, or an act connected with 
such an offense.” 

But, points out Mr. Salter, the czar is 
nota private individual merely, and with 
his private life we hav nothing to do. 
Charles I. of England was an exemplary 
man, according to ordinary standards, 
even benevolent and of great purity of 
character; but this did not prevent him 
from being a tyrant. The question is, 
What is the czar as the head of the Rus- 
sian. government—what is any czar, so 
long as the present system of government 
is continued? For the question is not a 
personal one at all. There is an ethics of 
government as well as of private life; there 
are right and wrong ways of ruling, and 
to rule in such a way as to suppress the 
liberties of the people is a high crime, 
according to the conscience of civilization. 
What is the ezar as the Russian govern- 
Russian 


constitution, the czar and the govern- 
ment are one and the same thing? 

That the government represented by 
the czar is such as to provoke and deserve 
righteous rebellion, Mr. Salter easily 
evidences. There are some assemblies 
elected by the people, but these assemblies 
can do nothing of which the czar does not 
approve, so that anything Jike laws really 
representativ of the people’s. will do not 
exist. The press is under-strict censor- 
ship. From 1865 to 1880 (during the so- 
called Liberal administration of the pre- 
decessor of the present czar), the Press 
Council gave one hundred and sixty-seven 
warnings and suspended fifty-two newspa- 
pers. There is scarcely an indenendent, 
certainly no outspoken Liberal, organ 
to-day. The spirit of Alexander IIT. 
is practically the same as that of Cath- 
erine Il., who in sneaking of Radis- 
chev, the first Russian Liberal, said 
that ‘‘worse than Pongachey [a no- 
torious Russian rebel] he praises 
Franklin” —and who proceeded to 
sentenca him to death for publishing 
his ‘‘Journey from St. Petersburg to 
Moscow,” which drew a gloomy picture of 
the state of Russia at that time, and de- 
manded ass remedy representativ govern- 
ment, the abolition of serfdom, freedom 
of the pressand conscience, open trial by 
jury, etic. (though the sentence was 
commuted to exile to Siberia), There 
is no religious freedom. The persecu- 
tion of Stundists, Lutherans, Hebrews, 
and in short all who diverge from 
the established Greek Catholic church, 
is unremitting and most cruel. And 
now, when a Russian of Liberal 
mind protests against all this; when he 
asks for reforms; when, above all, he 
tries to enlighten the peasantry or the 
working class, and to make them honor- 
ably discontented with their lot, what is 
the result? Three years ago a Russian 
woman of education, the editor of a maga- 
zine published in St. Petersburg, sent a 
letter to the czar, calling upon him, in 
moderate and dignified language, to insti- 
tnte freedom of speech, inviolability of 
personal rights, freedom of assembly, 
open courts, ample opportunities for ed- 
ucation suited to all capacities, preven- 
tion of adwinistrativ license, and «8 
national assembly, in which all classes 
shall be represented by delegates of their 
own choosing—these as the only things 
that would save the state. 

‘You are an autocratic czar,” she 
wrote, ‘‘restrained only by the laws 
which you yourself make and alter, or by 
officials who do not execute them, but 
whom you yourself appoint. One word 
from you and there will be a change in 
Russia which will leave & bright page in 
history.” 

She closed with these words: 

‘Your majesty is one of the mightiest 
monarchs of the world. I am only a 
working nnit in the hundred million whose 
fate you hold in your hands; but, never- 
theless, I feel that it is my moral right 
and my duty to say to you what I hav > 
said.” 

What was the reply of the czar? She 
was arrested and sentenced to exile in 
Siberia. 

A few years earlier there were agrarian 
troubles in one of the northern districts, 
Some of the notables of the district were 
invited by the czar to explain the trouble, 
and submit plans for its relief. These 
men lived a long way from the courts, and 
did not know that telling the truth was 
out of fashion.. They replied in good 
faith, saying that the grievances were well 
fonnded, and submitted a plan for their 
redress which entailed the institution of a 
local electiv assembly. What was the re- 
sult? One and all were arrested; some 
were sent to Siberia, some to fortresses on 
the Baltic, and not one of them was again 
seen in that district. 

Further exposition of the abhorribleness 
of Holy Russia, and the infamy of the 
proposed treaty and the shamefulness of 
our Senate’s action on it, must be ob- 
tained from the pamphlet itself. It con- 
tains 24 pages, is published by the Lippin- 
cott Co. of Philadelphia, and sells at 15 
cents a copy. 


THE THE 
BRAIN +» BIBLE; 
THE CONFLICT BETWEEN MENTAL SCIENCE 


AND TRROLOGY. 
By EDCAR C. BEALL, M.D., 


with a preface by 
R. G. INGERSOLL. 


This is the only work of its kind in the litera- 
ture of Freethought. -Its arguments are based 
upon scientific phrenology, and appeal directly 
to the reader’s sense of logic, and love of justice. 
It is eloquent as well as convincing. 

Price, cloth, $1. Address 

THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, APRIL 29, 1893. 


271 


ROBERT G. 
INGERSOLL'S | 


Only Authorized Editions. 


GODS 


AND OTHER LECTURES. : A ` 
Comprising. Tha Gods, Humboldt, Thomas Paine, Individuality}-Heretics and Heresies. 
Paper, 50-cents;. cloth, $1. 7 2 


GHOSTS AND OTHER LECTURES, 
Including The Ghosts, Liberty of Man, Woman, and Child; The Declaration of Independ- 


ence, About Farming in Illinois, Speech Nominating James G Blaine for Presidenvy in 1876, 
The Grant Banquet, A Tribute to Rey. Alex. Clarke,.The Past Rises Before Me Like a Dream, 
and A Tribute to Ebon Č. Ingersoll. Paper, 50 cents;. cloth, $i. ° 0 75a 


SOME MISTAKES OF NOSES. | As ane Pii 
er ` Contents: Some Mistakes of Moses, Free Schools, The Politicians, Ma d Woman, Ti 
Pentateuch, Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, He Made the Stars ‘Also, Friday, Sata 
day, Lot us Make Man, Sunday, The Necessity fo: a.Good Memory, The Garden, The ra.. 
Dampness, Bacchus and Babel, Paith in Filth, The Hebrews, The Plagues, The Flight, Confess 
Bng é void, Inspired Slavery, Marriage, War, Religious Liberty, Conclusion. Paper, 50 cent»; 

cloth, $1. . 


INTERVIEWS ON TALMAGE. 
Being Six Interviews with the Famous Orator on Six Sermons by the Rev. T. DeWitt Tal- 
mage, of Brooklyn, to which is added a Talmagian Catechism. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1.25; 

_ Cloth, gilt, $1.50. : ' 

` BLASPHEMY. - 
. Argument by R. G: Ingersoll in the Trial of O. B. Reynolds, at--Morristown, N. J. This is 
` the grogtost argument ever made in a case of this kind, and will be a model for the bar so long 
as the Christians use force to repress free speech. Its legal acumen i; unsurpassed, its tlo- 
quence never equaled in a trial for “blasphemy.” Wherever Christian gerecution 1s. going 
on this argument should be freely circulated, read to the Christians, and expounded on every 

occasion. Paper, 25 cents; clotn, 50 cents. ~ i 


WHAT MUST WE DO TO BE SAVED? eae 
Analyzes the so-called gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, and devotes a chapter 
each to the Catholics, Episcopalians, Methodists, Presbyterians, Evangelical Alliance, and an- 
swers the question of the Christians as to what he proposes instead of Christianity—the relig- 
ion of sword and flame. Paper, 25 cents. 


THE GREAT INGERSOLL CONTROVERSY.. 


The famous Christmas Sermon by Colonel Ingersoll, the heated replies of the ministers, 
and Colonel Ingersoll’s rejoinders to the same. Paper, 25 cents. 


THOMAS PAINE’S VINDICATION. 


A Reply to the New York Ooserver’s Attack upon the Author-hero of the Revolution, by 
R. G. Ingersoll. Paper, 15 cents. 


LIMITATIONS OF TOLERATION, 


A Discussion between R. G. Ingersoll, Hon. Frederick R. Coudert, and Ex-G 
Stewart L. Woodford. Paper, 10 ponte x-GrOvernor 


ORTHODOXY. CIVIL RIGHTS SPEECH. | 
_ À Lecture. Paper, 10 cents. Wita Speech of Hon. Frederick Douglass. Paper, 10 cents. 


OPENING P y A aad W. U. Tel. Co.,1888 P t 
e oO . . . Co. vs. W. U. . Co., 1886 +10 ” 
CRIMES AGAINST CRIMINALS. j FIR 
Delivered Before the New York State Bar Association. Paper, 10 cents. 


LIFE. A Prose-Poem. In color, on board, gilt edges, 9x13 (for mantel, wall, or easel), 50 cents 
LITHOGRAPH OF R. Q. INGERSOLL... > ‘A LAY SERMON, 


È 22x 28 inches, heavy plate paper, 50 cents. On the Labor Question. Paper, 5 cents. 
PHOTOGRAPH (CABINET) OF R. G. INGERSOLL, 50 cents. 
‘ 6“ : 


66 & COLONEL INGERSOLL, WITH BABY BROWN. 
(A. home picture.) 50 Vents. 


PHOTOGRAPH (PANEL), 18 x 24 inches, $5. (IMPERIAL), 7} x 13 inches, $1.59. 
STAGE AND THE PULPIT, 


An Interview on their Comparative Merits, aud Opinions on the Trial of the Chi-ago 
Anarchists, the Catholic Church, etc. Paper, 3 cents. 


‘DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE. INGERSOLL ON McGLYNN. 


Centennial Oration. Paper, 6 cents. Paper, 8 sents. 


INGERSOLL CATECHISED. Paper, 3 cents. BIBLE IDOLATRY. Paper, 3 ccnts. 
“THE TRUTH OF HISTORY. 


Comments on the assertion by an evaugelist that Colonel Ingersoll had become a Christian, 
had aamittod that Thomas Paine recahted, and that his own children had joined the chuca 
aper, 8 cents. 


INGERSOLL’S ADDRESS BEFORE THE NEW YORK UNITARIAN CLUB. 
The lecture is 2 grand one, and was received, by the club with continuuus applause fom 
beginning to end, which speaks wel for the Unitarians. The pamphlet contains 1: pages, 
beautifully printed. rice, 6 cents; ten copies, 50 cents. 


MEMORIAL ORATION OV ROSCOE CONKLING. 
Delivered before the New York legislature May 9, 1888. Price, 75 cents. 


GOD IN THE CONSTITUTION. . 
One of the best papers Colonel Ingersoll ever wrote. In paper cover with likeness of 
author. Price, 10 cents. Twelve copies for $1. - 


INGERSOLL’S GREAT ADDRESS ON THOMAS PAINE, 


At the Paine celebration in New York city in 1892. Price, 6 cents; ten copies for 50 cents. 


INGERSOLL’S LECTURES IN ONE VOLUME. 

CONTENTS.—The Gods; Humboldt; Individuality. Thomas Paine; Heretics and Here- 
sies; The Ghosts; The Liberty of Man, Woman, and Ch d; The Centennial Oration, or Decla 
ration of Independence, July 4, 1876 ; What I Know About Farming in Illinoi t; Speesh as Gi - 
ciunatiin 1876, nominating James G. Blaine for the Presidency; The PastKises Before ic. 
or, Vision of War, aa extract from a Speech mado at the Sold-ers’ and Sailors’ Ru i: 
at Indianapolis. Ind., Sept, 21, 1876; A Tribute to Ebon C. Ingersoll; Tne Grant Benqu t: 
Crimes Against Criminals; Tribute to the Rev. Alexander Clarke; Som: M'stikes of Mo en: 
What Must We Do to be Saved? Six Interviews with Robert G. Ingersoll on Six Sermon: vy 
the Rev. T. Da Witt Talmage, D D.; to which is added a Talmagiau Cate hism, aud Foni 
Prefaces, which contain soma of Mr. Ingersoll’s wittiest and bright2st sa ngs. 

This volume has the greatest popularity, is beautifully bound in half calf or half morocco, 
mottled edges, 1,357 page:, good paper, large type, post 8vo. Pric2, postpaid, $5. 


LIBERTY IN LITERATURE. : 

Testimonial to Walt Whitman. “Let us put wreaths on the brows of the living.” An Ad- 
dress delivered in Philadelphia, Oct. 21, 1890, with portrait of Whitman.  Containiug also 
COLONEL TINGERSOLLIS ADDRESS AT THE FUNERAL OF WALT WHET- 
MAN, at Harleigh, Camden, N. J., March 80, 1892. Paper, 25 cents; cioth, 50 cents. 


PROSE-POEMS AND SELECTIONS. ae 
en Fifth edition, enlarged and revised. A handsome quarto, containing 3°3 pages. This is 
- -° Beyond question, the cheapest and most elezant volume in Liberal literature. Its mechanical 
-finish is worthy of its intrinsic excellence. No expens» has been spared to make it the thing of 
. beauty it is. The type is large and clear, the paper heavy, highly calendered, and richly tinted, 
` the presswork faultless, and the binding as perfect as the best materials and skill can make it. 
As to the contents, it is enough to say that they include all of tie choicest utterances of 
-the greatest writer on the topics treated that has ever lived. á g 
Those who have not the good fortune to own all of Mr. Ingersoil’s published works, will 
have in this book of selections many bright samples of his lorty thought, his matchless elo- 
uence, his wonderful imagery, and his epigrammatic and toeticpower. The collection iu- 
cludes allof the ‘Tributes ” that have become famous in literature—notably those to his brovtiec 
E. O. ingersoll, Lincoln, Grant, Beecher, Conkling, Courtlundt M. Palmer, Mary Fiske, Elizur 
right: his peerless monographs on “The Vision of War,” Love, Liberty, Art and Morality, 
Science, Nature, The Imagination, Decoration Day Oration, What is J'cetry, Music of Wagner, 
Origin and Destiny, ‘Leaves of Grass,” and on the great heroes of intel ectual Liberty. Be- 
sides these are innumerable gems taken hereandthere from the orations, speeches, ar uments, 
. toasts, lectures, letters, interviews, and day by day conversations cf the author. 
The book ‘is designed for, and will be accepted by, admiring friends as a rare pa 
souvenir. To help it serve this pur ose, & fine steel portrait, with autograph fac-simile, has 
been prepared especially for it. Inthe more elegant styles of binding itis eminentiy suited 
for presentation purposes, for any season or occasion. , k na y 
> Priogs.—tiu cloth, beveled boards, gilt edges $2.50; in half morocco, gilt. edges,$5; in half 
‘calf, mottled ‘edges, library oe $4.50; in full Turkey morocco, g:lt, cxquisively tine, $7.50; 
in full tree calf, highest possible finish, $9. i ; 


Any of the above sent to any address, by express, prepaid, or mail, post free, 
on receipt of price. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 23 Lafayette PL, New York. 


personal 


WORKS. 


ge 


l By 
G.wW.ROOTE. 


ae 
#% 


o—— 
Being true accounts of the passing away of the 


following persons, thus refuting the many Chris-` 


tian slanders upon them and others: 

ord Amberley, John Baskerville, Pierre Bayle, 
Jeremy, Bentham, Paul Bert, Lord Bolingbroke, 
Francois Broussais; Giordano Bruno, Heury 
Thomas Buckle, Lord Byron,. Richard Carlisle, 
William Kingdon Clifford, Anacharsis Clootz, An- 
thony Collins, Auguste Comte, Condorcet, Robert 
Cooper, D’Alembert, Danton, Charles Darwin, 
Erasmus Darwin, Delambre, Denis Diderot, 
Etienne Dolet, Goorge Eliot, Frederick the Great, 
Gambetta, Garibaldi, Isaac Gendre, on, 
Godwin, Goethe, Grote, Helvetius; Henry Heth- 
erington, Hobbes, Austin Holyoake, Victor Hugo, 
Hume, Littre, Harriet Martineau, Jean Meslier, 
James’ Mill, Joan Stuart Mill, Mirabeau, Robert 
Owen Thomas Paine, Courtlandt Palmer, Rabe- 


lais, Winwood Reade, Madame. Rolar i., George 
Sand, Schiller, Shelley, Spinoza, Stranss. John 
Toland, Vanini, Volney, Voltaire, James Wataon, 
John Watts, Thomas Woolston. 

Price. 25 cents. Address ` 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


A SHORT: 


HISTORY OF THE BIBLE, 


BEING 


A Popular Account of the Formation and Development 
of the Canon, 


* By BRONSON D. KEELER. 


Contents: The Hebrew Canon. The New Tes- 
tament. The Karly Controversies. The Books at 
First Not Considered Inspired. Were tne Fathers 
Competent? The Fathers Quoted as ° cripture 
Books Which are Now Called Apocryphal The 

‘Heretics. The Christian Canon. 
Paper, 50 cents: cloth. 75 cents. 


SCIENCE VS, RELIGION, 


‘ i OR, THE 
Conflict between Reason and Superstition. 
By T. C. WIDDICOMBE, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


Price, 10 cents. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


IRON-CLAD AND MANNA SERIES, 


IRON-CLAD SERIES. 


1 Atonement. Charles Bradlaugh 5 
2 Secutar Responsibility. G. J. Holyvake 5 
4 Influence of Christianity on Civilizs. 
NAETWOO....... ne cecesseeeneeresees 25 
7 Buddhist Nihilism. Prof. Max Mueller..... 10 
8 Religio- of Inhumanity. F. Harrison...... 15 
9 Relation of Witchcraft to Religion. Lyall.. 10 
10 Epidemic Deiusions. Marvin...... wees aa eses 10 
11 Philosophy ef Spiritualism, Marvin........ 50 
12 Tyndanl’s Beliast Inaugural, and Po tra tb.. 25 
13 Essays on Miracles. David Hume........... 0 


14 Land Question. Charles Bradleugh........ 
15 Were Adam and Eve Our tirst Paren s? 
Charles Bradlaugh...........,seeeseeerneee 
16 Why Vo Men Starve? Charles Bradlaugh.. 
18 A Plea for Atheism. Charles Bradlaug 
19 Large or Small Families? A. Holyoake... 
20 Superstitio ı Displayed, with a Letter of 
William Pitt. Austin Holyoake ie 
21 Defense of Secular Princip'es. C., Watte.... 
22 Is the Bible Reliable? Charles Watts....... 
23 ‘Lhe Christien Deity. Charles Watts.. .... 
24 Moral Value of th_Bib'e.- Charles Watts.... 
2 Freethought and Mod. Progress. Watts... 
26 Christianity: Its Nature and Influence on 
Civilization. Charles Watts be : 
28 Thoughts on Atheism. Austin Holvoake... 
29 Is there a Moral Governor of the Universe? 


ro annann 


89 Labor’s Prayer. Charles Bradlaugh 
40 voverty: Its Cause and Cure. M. G. 
42 Science and Bible Antagonistic. C. Watts.. 10 
43 Christian Scheme of Re temption, C. Watts 5 
44 Logic of Death. or, Why Sh uld the Atheist 5 
ear to Die? by G. J. Holyoake «se 10 

47 Poverty: Its Effects on the Politi-al Conui 

tion of the People. Charles Bradlaugh.. 


MANNA SERIES. 


1 Original Manus for “ God’s Chos:n.”. ...... 5 
3 New Life of David. Charles Bradlaugh.... 5 
5 20, Questions Without Answ.rs.............. 5 
6 Dialogue between a Christian Missionary 
anda Chinese Mandarin ....... | .... 10 
7 Queries Submitted to the Bench of Bishops 
by a Weak but Zealous Christian. 10 
8 Search After Heaven and Hell. A Holy.- 


oake - 5 ebb Vecieiets T citoteee va. 5 

9 New Life of Jonah. Chas. Bradlaugh 5 
tu A Few Word- about the Devil 5 
11 New, ! ife of Jacob............. . -5 
12 Daniel, the Dreamer. Austin ke..... 10 
13 Spe imen of the Bible: Esth r. Holyoake. 10 
14 Acts of the Apostie-: A Fa ce. A. H .. 10 
15 Lu 'icrous Aspects of Christianity. A.H... 10 
16 Twelve Apostles. Charles Bradlaugh....... 5 


17 Who Was Jesus Christ? C. Bradlaugh...... 5 
18 What Did Jesus Teach? ©. Bradlaugh...... 5 
19 New Life of Ab-aham. Charles Bradlaugh. 5 
20 New Life of Moses. Charles Bradlaugh .... 5 
21 A Secular Prayer. Holyoake. Per doz..... 10 


On ordérs-for Iron-Cladand Manna we will send 


$1.10 worth for $1; $2.50 wuith for $2; $5 worth 
for $3, and $10 worth for $5: : 


THE 


“By M. FARRINGTON, 


A Thorough Examination and Ref- 


utation of the Claims of the 
Sabbatarians. 


Price. - - 20 cents. 


SABBATH. 


CHEAP EDITION. 


Travels in Faith. 


Being the story of his mental, journey from 
orthodoxy to Rationalism. 


-Price, paper, 25 cents: cloth, 75 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Is Controversy Dangerous? 


By W. F. JAMIESON. 


This little book goes down to the very bed- 
rock of human liberty. 


Price, - ne z d 
Address 


25 cents. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


The Colonel Ingersoll Souvenir. 


THE MOST ARTISTIC SPOON MADE. 
STERLING SILVER, MASSIVE, BEAUTIFUL. 


Given Away. 


In order to introduce this most artistic of all 
Souvenirs, I shall present to all patrons who favor 
me with an order for goods, to the amount of 
$20, one of the above spoons, my p'ice $2 50, but 
guaranteed a finer spoon than sold elsewhere for 
$3 And for every additional $20, an additional 
spoon. Or with an order for $10 worth of goods 
I will supply the spoon for $1. 


THE INGERSOLL SOUVENIR 
Is made in the following variety: 


Tea Spcons, Ovidized. 
10 ounces ver doz., 


} each $2.70 


Si H Oxidized, i <" 8300 
14 ounces per doz., 
Oxidized, 
ss od gilt bowl, “3.00 
10 ounces per doz., 
Oxidized, 
ee . fectional gilt, 3.50 
10 ounces per doz., 
Orange “ Oxidized, plain bowl, “295 
is u e gilh u 39 
Sugar “ satin “ “3.00 
lÝ; sgt “850 
The 


2 50 Tea is also supplied etched in bowl, 
“The Time To Be H»ppylI Now,” or 

toes, or names. for fifty cents extra. 
titled to spoons may, upon 
price, select any other spoon 


ther mot- 

t Parties en- 

paying difference ia 
‘rom above list. 

My stock embraces everything usually kept in 
first class jewelry stores. Diamonds guaranteed 
20 per cent below regular market price. Watcher 
of every description, Chains Rings - Necklaces, 
Jewelry, Silver and Plated Ware, Optical Goods 
Ba ges, Gold Pins, Etc. And $1,000 will be paid 
for proof that I hav advanced my prices above 
lowest prices published in any of my latest price- 
lists, on account of the above liberal offer. 

(If Freethought Badges are preferred the $2.50 
may be so applied.) z 


OTTO WETTSTEIN, 
(Established 1857) Rochelle, Ill., 


Designer of The, Perfected ‘Otto Wettstein ” 
Watch; the Beautiful Ingersoll Spoon; the Popu- 
lar Freethought Badge. . 

. Send.for pricelists, cards in colors and gold of 
badge, tracts, etc., free. 


PATENTS 


Thirty-five years’ experience 
ports free. Prompt attention, Send Drawing and dẹ 
Seription to L. BaccEr & Co.. Atty’s. Washington. Ds 


OBTAINED. 
Ld 


Terms Easy. 
Examinations and Ro- 


IN 
LIST, 


we 


THE NOTED SPECIA 
For Men Only, 


Is a physician of a wide and extensive practice. 
and his remedies are, of the best. ‘Ihe Doctor 
treats all those peculiar diseases of young and 
middle-aged men, as the result of youthful errors 
and excesses, causing Early Decay, Loss of Man- 
hood, Wasting Discharges, Varicocele, Mental 
gnd, Ehymical Debility, Idiocy, Insanity, and 
eath. 

To those afflicted and who are desirous of being 
cured a booklet of some 83 pages will be sent ta 
their address for ten cents, sealed in a plain 
envelope, giving causes and Symptoms of the 
Complaint and a description of the Doctor’s im- 

ortant medical discovery—an Outward Applica- 

ion—a positive cure—the only remedy of tbe 
kind in existence—with evidences of success. 
dress, DR. R. P. FELLOWS, 
d _ Vineland, N. J. 
And say you saw this advertisement in THE 
TRUTH SEEKER. g 
Dr. Fellows is an Infidel. 


To Regulate the 


STOMACH, LIVES 
ano BOWELS, tare 


RIPANS TABULES, 


FOLD BY PRUUGITA - 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, APRIL 29, 1893. 


HP RR 


An PROPHECY" 
h vo THE JEWS. | fi 
— Thus saith H 
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A. PECULIAR PROPHECY—CURING THE INCURABLE, 


“A Digest of Science.” 


THE DYNAMIC THEORY OF LIFE AND MIND: 


An attempt to show that all Organic Beings are both Con- 
structed and Operated by the Dynamic Agencies 
of their respective Environments, _ 


_ By JAMES B. ALEXANDER. 


Over 400 illustrations, 87 chapters, 1,067 pages, and a.3-column index ‘of 11 pages. 
E ; Price, express prepaid by us, only 82.75. y 


i x% endeavors to embrace the field covered by thousands of books, such as those of the 
* m has of Science,” the “ Internationa! Scientific Series,” etc., by bringing together, in 
simple and direct form, with proper correspondence between them, all of the known factors con- 
tributing toward the origin and evolution of organic beings. . 


De you wish to be well informed? THEN BEAD A CHAPTER OR VERSE DAILY FROM THIS BIBLE OF 
SCIENCE! 
It is entertaining as well as enlightening, and will lead you to " worth-ship” (worship) nature 
—t. 6, appreciate the worth of the Universal Mother. 
You must own this book some day: why not NOW? : ‘ 
Addresa THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Thomas Paine’s Works. | 


ree, 


— 


Age of Reason. Pap., 25c.; 
6 copies for $13. clo., 500- 
Age of Reason and Examina- 
ion of the Prophecies. 
Pap., 40c.3 clo.,750. . 
A jon tle a potoa, gud ue 
ious Liberty. ife. y 
J. E Remabure. Portrait. Pap.. 
50c., clo., 750. x , 
Common Sense.. Written in 
1776. 15, = 
Crisis.. Written During Am. 
Revolution. Pap., 40c.; Clo., 75C. 
Great Works. 8vo. 800'pp., 
clo., $35 leather, .$4; morocco 
e 


ilt 4.50. 
fe of, “By J. E. Remsburg. 


Port. Pap., 50c. 

Life of. With. Remarks on 
Comte and Rousseau. By 0. 
Blanchard. Pap., 40c.; clo., with 
portrait, 60e. 

Life of. With Explanatory 
Observations. By G. Vale. Por- 
trait. $1 


paper. 22x28, a ia og 

Political and Religious Re- 
former. By B. F. Under- 
wood. 10c. 

Political Works.:. ‘‘ Common 
Sense,” “Crisis,” “Rights of 
Man.” . $1.50. ; 

Rights of Man, Answer to 


lution, Pap., 40c.;. clo., 75e. 
Testimonials. to His Merits. 
Compiled by T:N. Morean.: 1¢c. 
Theological. Works: “Age of 
3, Reason,” “ Examination of Proph- 
ecies,” etc., with Life of Paine 

and steel port. $1.50. 

Vindication of, Reply to N.Y. 


i Observer. By R. G. Ingersoll. 10c. 


aaaress The Truth Seeker Company. 


Cine 


Lithograph of. Heavy plate 


urke's Attack on French Revo-" 


vote “RELL 


From Things heard and seen in the Spiritual World, by 


EMANUEL SWEDENBORG; 
THE LAST JUDCMENT, 


as witnessed by him in r737. 
Both books (the first in cloth 375 pp. and the second in paper 
108 pp.) sent by mail for $1.00, Address exactly Á 
Am. Swedenborg Printing & Publishing Society, 
Detp, “6 A? 20 COOPER UNION, N. Y. CITY, 
6teowl? .- 


ACENTS WANTED. 


We want agents to sell our rare Mexican Cactus 
and Coins; wil send: three different kinds of 
samples for $1. and one coin witu each order. 

Address TEXAS CACTUS COMPANY, 

H. G. STILLWELL, Manager, 
~ 208-San Antonio St., 
El Paso, Texas. 


atar 


SLEEPING ROOM FOR TWO, 
With privitege of books and papers, 50 cents 
each; two persons, 75 cents a night. 
JOHN C. SPRONG, 
4717 La Salle st., Chicago 


$L50 will now buy arelisble AMERI- @ 

CAN WATCH in strongGOLD PLATED 

Dust Proof Case. Will not vary a min- 

‘ute in 80'days; Is as durable as any watch 
» FULLY GU je 


made. GUARANTEED. E 
‘Ithas AMERICAN patent lever MOVEMENT, € 
Patent Escapement snd Kegulator, Lantern Pinion, 
240 beata to minute; No key required to wind snd 
set; weight 4 02., exactly like cut; Post-piia for $1.50, 


ROBERT H. INGERSOLL & BRO., 
65 CORTLANDT ST., NEW YORK CITY. . 


MEDICAL. 


If you need a medicina pay attention to some- 
thing which will cure you. It is known as 


The Water of Life, 


and is adapted to curing, more especially, all 
forms of Stomach, Liver, Kidney, and Bladder 
troubles. By injecting this-water it will heal all 
sorts of inflammations of theinternal organs, such 
cases as Piles, Typhoid and other fevers, Bowel 
diseases, Uterine and other forms of Female 
. Complaints.. It is a Blood. Eurier, and is an ex- 
cellent remedy for Catarrh and Lung and Throat 
heal the nerves, restoring 


inflammations. . ] 
lost vigor of mind and body, creating a good 
appetite and producing sound: slop. It acts 
steadily upon the urine, cleansing the blood by 
‘means of the kidneys, and acts mildly upon the 
bowels, thereby producing bodily habits which 
are so essential to good health. This 


Water of Life 


is sold absolutely pure, as it is pumped from 
the spring, without the addition of any drug 
whatever. Itis Nature‘s Remedy, pure and sim- 
ple, and nota manufactured article. The + uccegs 
it has achieved has come mostly from its friends 
who hav been. cured by using it.- Send for a 
‘pamphlet free, containing photo-engrayved let- 
ers and recommendations from those who have 
vsed it, giving a forty-page history and all par- 
ticulars about this remarkable water, to 


,_ d. R. PERRY, Manager,’ 
6m12 34 South Main Street, Wilkesbarre, Pa. 


THOMAS PAINE; 
WAS HE JUNIUS? 
pE > igy H. BURR. 
|. Second edition, eñlarged to 32 pages; with the 


best engraved likeness of Paine. Price, 10 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Seas a ek. 


a 
me 


Cou. Exxiror Sumparp, out of an estate 
of $1,850,000, bequeathed $150,000- for. 
Presbyterian propaganda, and $100,000 to 
St. Paul’s Institute at Tarsus, Asia Minor. 

E. Ross Sırta, of Evanston, Ind., who 
murdered his sweetheart and himself, left 
a letter in which he said: “I hav asked- 
help from him on high, but as usual I got 
the opposit of that for which I prayed.” .. 


Coronet Dawney of the British Cold- 
stream Guarda, lately a member of Parlia- 
ment, has formed-in Yorkshire a corps of 

entleman volunteers to join the Ulster 
‘orces which are to resist Catholic tyranny 
in the event of Home Rule. 


RarRoans hav decided to offer reduced 
rates to the World’s Fair only on round- - 
trip tickets. This reduced rate will be 
one of 20.per cent abatement, viz., 2.2-10 
cents mile. Excursions may be accom- 
modated at 1 or 1-2 cent a mile. 


A oase of sudden death inflicted as a 
judgment of God occurred at New York 


city on the 17th. In the palpi of the 
Zion Baptist church, colored, Deacon — 


Johnson had just said, ‘‘I strayed from 
the charch, but now I am back in the . 
fold,” when he fell dead. ` 


-Tum Pittsburgh publishers who are 
being prosecuted by the Law and Order 


| League for issuing Sunday papers, will 


appeal to the supreme court. They 
hold that the Jate decision would make 
liable even stockholders of the Pennayl- 
vania railroad who reside in the state fo 

running Sunday trains. = 


Tum Mohammedans, of Turkish and 
Arab nationality, who hav settled in Wor- 
cester, Mass., in celebrating a festival 
asked some neighboring Armenians, who 
sre Catholics, to participate, During the 
festivities a Catholic cut a cross in a table- 
cloth, At. sight of the hated symbol the 
Mohammedans: rose in ire, and one 
hundred persons fell to fighting with 
stones, clubs, Knives, and revolvers, 


Amone the plunder of an arrested thief 
in New York city were found two Bibles. 
The judge said: *‘ Do you not know that 
within those sacred pages are express 
commands and sdmonitions against such 
acts as you-are guilty of?” ‘Yes, judge, 
yer honor,” replied the thief. ‘'That’s 
why Itook’em. It wasn’t to steal; but I 
just wanted to own a Bible to read those 
admonitions. I was led to it, judge, 
through my pious propensities.” 


Iamor. Casas. A. Torrmn, U.S.A., for- 
merly military instructor at Yale, by his 
study of Bible prophecies is enabled to 
perceive in the late accident to John 
Brown’s statue a token of the immediate 
end of the world. He writes: ‘‘God of 
heaven sends a warning to the inhabitants: 
The ærolite that fellfrom heaven on Satur- 
day afternoon and struck the left arm off 
the Horace Greeley statue of John Brown 
was no accident, hence the incident should 
make nativ-born Americans on each side 
of the line, if there be any left who hav 
not yet received the ‘mark of the beast,’ 
seek for the interpretation. Its meaning 
is this: ‘The old_ order changes,’ Here 
endeth the second woe. And behold the 
third cometh quickly.” 


_ In Belgium a revolution that might hav 
involved Europe in international wars has 
been narrowly averted. Long-continued 
agitations of the masses for untversal suf- 
frageledto riots which were growing into 
a parallel of the French Revolution, 
when the parliament in affright granted 
the demand, The mob, led by Socialists, 
would probably hay been able to.turn the 
guns of the regular army against the 
Civic Guard and tke police. If the gov- 
ernment had called German aid to its 
maintenance, France, unable to view such 
an extension of German influence and 
perhaps dominion, would hay put her 
troops in motion in twenty-four hours, 
The suffrage granted is not yet full 
satisfactory to the masses, for while eac 
man is given one vote a property-owner 
has more than one. 


Carnotics in the City of Mexico are 
excited over what they allege is an attempt 
of the Mexican government to prevent a 
young lady from proceeding to the United 
States to enter a convent there. Mexico, 
tired of conventualism and all Catholis 
institutions, has had for some years what - 
are called the Reform laws prohibiting 
convents and forbidding females to taka 
the veil. Miss Jesusa Lopez, a merchant’s 
daughter, started for a land more favorable 
to Catholics, the United States, and wes 
to take the veil at Lafayette, La, After 
traveling nine hundred miles, she was 
arrested at Saltillo ard bronght back. 
The authorities ascribe the action to her 
brothers, who were opposed to. her enter- 
ing a convent; but Catholics accuse the 
authorities themselvs, who, they say, de- 
sire to treat the case as a violation of the 
Reform laws, f 
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THE GREEDY ROMAN OCTOPUS. 


Old Testament Stories Darwin and After Darwin. 


An Exposition of the Darwinian Theory. 
By Groncz J. ROMANES., 


Ommi Ca y I ustr a ted. A systematic Exposition of what may be termed 
3 : the Darwinism of Darwin, and intended to be of 


service to the general reader rather than vo pro- 
fessed naturalists. 
_ Mr. Romanes is well known as one of the most 
interesting of English writers upon evolution, 
besides ranking with Professor Huxley in scien- 
tific knowledge and ability. And this is a part of 
his conclusion regarding the great subject of 
Design, to which the church so often refers: 
“Thus whether we look to the facts of adapta- 
tion or to those of beauty, everywhere through- 
out organic nature we meet with abundant 
evidence of natural causation, while nowhere do 
we meet with any independent evidence of 
supernatural design... - _Adaptation and 
beauty are alike receiving their explanation at 
the hands of a purely mechanical philosophy. . . 
All nature has thus been transformed before the 
view of the present generation in a manner and 
to an extent that has never before been possible; 
and inasmuch as the change which has taken 
place has taken placein the direction of natural- 
ism, and this to the extent of rendering the 
mechanical interpretation of nature universal, it 


By WATSON HESTON. awakened £0 à ew and torrie force dn ths 
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Gems of Fhought. 


PLEASE govern me as little as possible. 
—Lord Bramwell. 


Aw things tend to flow to him who can 
make the best use of them, even away 
from their legal owner.— Thoreau. 


THERE are three things that a man must 
do—tell what he thinks, keep still, or lie. 
The respectable way is to lie.—Jngersoll. 


Is what case is it permitted us to re- 
proach a man for the disorders of his life? 
Perhaps in this case alone: when his con- 
duct is inconsistent with his teachings. 
We might fairly contrast the sermons of a 
certain famous preacher of our time with 
the thefts which he committed upon Lord 
Galloway, and with his gallant intrigues. 
We might compare the sermons of the 
celebrated chaplain of the Invalides and 
those of Fautin, curate of Versailles, with 
the suits brought against them for having 
seduced and plundered their penitents. 
‘We might compare the conduct of so man 
popes and bishops with the religion which 
they sustained by fire and sword. We 
might exhibit, on the one hand, their 
rapins, their illegitimate children, their 
assassinations, and, on the other, their 
bulls and their pastoral addresses. Writ- 
ing on such subjects, we are excusable if 
we fail in charity, which requires us 
to conceal the faults of our brethren.— 
Voltaire. ` 


Taz first man can hav been no rational 
being, that is to say, no man in the present 
sense of the word; he was rather a hybrid 
creature between man ‘and beast, and 
from a savage anthropophagist has gradu- 
ally worked his way up to his present 
position, through very protracted periods 
of time, by the well-known natural influ- 
ences, and all the while in a constant 
struggle for his existence. To the civil- 
ized and cultured man, who has always 
his own form before his eyes, it may 
seem difficult to descend in thought into 
those wild depths of his primal and natural 
origin and condition; but a glance at so 
many of his human brothers who hav 
lagged behind or stood still on the road 
towards a higher human condition, and a 
rapid survey of the great results of pre- 
historic science, will be amply sufficient to 
make him forget the childish fable about 
the creation of the ready-made men. Nor 
will his sense of human dignity be affected 
by this, if he remembers the admirable 
words of a French writer: “It is better 
to be an ennobled animal than a degener- 
ate Adam,” and if he bearsin mind that 
among all the forms brought forth by the 
working of natural forces through long 
and toilsome evolution, he is, after all, the 
highest and, comparativly speaking, the 
most perfect, —Büchner. 


From the earliest times of which we hav 
any knowledge, Naturalism and Super- 
naturalism hav, consciously or uncon- 
sciously, competed and struggled with one 
another; and the varying fortunes of the 
contest are written in the records of the 
course of civilization, from those of Egypt 
and Babylonia, six thousand years ago, 
down to those of our own time and people. 
Those records inform us that, so far as 
men hav paid attention to Nature, they 
hav been rewarded for their pains. They 
hav developed the Arts which hav fur- 
nished the conditions of civilized exist- 
ence; and the Sciences, which hav been 
a progressiv revelation of reality and hav 
afforded the best disciplin of the mind in 
the methods of discovering truth. They 
hav accumulated a vast body of univer- 
sally accepted knowledge; and the con- 
ceptions of man and of society, of morals 
and of law, based upon that knowledge, 
are every day more and more, either 
openly or tacitly, acknowledged to be the 
foundations of right action. History also 
tells us that the field of the supernatural 
has rewarded its cultivators with a har- 
vest, perhaps not less luxuriant, but of a 
different character. It has produced an 
almost infinit diversity of Religions. 
These, if we set aside the ethical concomi- 
tants upon which natural knowledge also 
has a claim, are composed of information 
about Supernature; they tell us of the 
attributes of supernatural beings, of their 
relations to Nature, and of the operations 
by which their interference with the ordi- 
nary course of events can be secured or 
averted. Itdoes not appear, however, that 
history indicates a widening of the influ- 
ence of supernaturalism on practice, with 
the onward flow of time. On the con- 
trary, . . . the acquaintance of 
mankind with the supernatural appears 
. the more extensiv and the more exact, 
and the infiuence of supernatural doc- 
trins upon conduct the greater, the 
further back we go in time and the 
lower the stage of civilization submitted 
to investigation. Historically, indeed, 
there would seem to be aninverse relation 
between supernatural, and natural knowl- 
edge. As the latter has widened, gained 
in precision and in trustworthiness, so has 
the former shrunk, grown vague and 
questionable. — Huxley. 


New Publications. 


j New Publications. 


A NEW BOOK---AND A MOST ORIGINAL ONE! 


The Creation of God. 


By DR. JACOB HARTMANN. 


An explanation of the origin of the God Idea, and the mental processes that led to the formation 
of idols and the worship of them. From the time of Terah’s apostasy, Abraham’s reformation and 


his banishment for heresy and blasphemy against the 


Chaidean idols,to Christ’s coming, the princi- 


pal characters are analyzed and shown tobe human, by thought anddeed. It is made plain that the 
peculiar hraseology, cant sayings, subterfuges, miracles, wonder-workings, and supernatural pad- 
n 


g are the proper offspring of t. 
ing the peculiar politics of the day. 


CONTENTS 


The Universal Aspect. 

The Earth. 

The Chemical Aspect. 

The Sun, 

Genesis—The Creation. 

Genesis—The Garden of Eden. 

The Deluge. 

The Scriptural God—The Crestion. 

The Creation of God—Abraham. 
Moses—Confirmation of the Idea of God. 
Samuel the Kingmaker. 

God Save the King. 

Jehovah Takes a Rest. 

The End of National Life. 

The Christian Era. 

Organic Life—Vegetable. 

Organic Life—Animal. 7 
The Master Tissues. 


The Muscular Tissues. 
The Nervous Tissues. 


Food and Food-Substances. 


Thirty Chapters—Four Hundred and Thirty-two Pages, 


Large 


e then existing barbarism, ignorance, and superstition, constitut- 


IN DETAIL: 
Elimination of Waste Substances, 
Io General. 
By the Lungs. 
By the Skin. 
By the Kidneys. 


Digestion and Nutrition. 

The Elementary Substances. 

Alcohol and Tts Effects on the System. 
The Soul—What Is It? 


Sin and Salvation. 

The Ecclesiastical Kindergarten. 
Rational Review. f 
Visions—Bible Dreams— Revelations. 
The Planetary Gods. 

Every Man His Own God. 


Gateways to Knowledge. 


The Mind. 


Tables {Gatens Whence They Spring. 


The Non Credo. 


Rules for Human Conduct. 


ILLUSTRATIONS. 


Map of the Intellectual Faculties—Tho Mind. 


Map of Theological Retrogression. 
Map of the Deluge and Garden of Edon. 


12mo. 


In Cloth, $1; in Paper, 50 Cents. 


Address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


THE RESURRECTION OF JESUS. 


AN AGNOSTIC’S VIEW. 


Contents: The Christian Dogma of Salvation; The Christian’s Belief; Why Was 


the Resurrection a Secret Affair? The Age of a Story Does Not Prove Its Truth; 


Pilate’s Attempt to Save the Life of Jesus; Christ Before Herod; A New Indictment 


Against Je us; Were the Guards Hired by she Priests? Pilate’s Motive for Secreting 


the Bod ; Matthew's Account of the Resurrection; Why the Angel Sat on the Stone; 


Mary’s Visit; Angels; Renan’s Theory; The Disciples Were Deceived; The Identifica- 


tion: The Ascension; Why Did Jesus Disappear? Other Strange Phenomena; The 


Chief Prie*ts Did Not Believe in Resurrection; What Became of the Roman Guards? 


The Origin of the Story; St. Paul’s Account: St. Paul’s Conversion; A Modern 


Example; The Roman Governors and the Resurrection Story; The Testimony of 


Contemporaneous Writers; Miracle-Workers; Is the Resurrection Well Attested? 


Inspiration; Conclusion. 


‘Price, cloth, 75 cents; paper, 40 cents. 


Address 


SHALL THE BIBLE BE READ 
IN OUR PUBLIC SCHOOLS 2 
By R. B. Westbrook, A.M. 
Third Thousand. 


Price, 10 cents. Address THE TRUTH SEEKFR&. 


[nstead of a Dook. 


By A Man Too Busy to Write One, 


Culled from the Writings of B. R. Tucker. 


This is a big book of over 500 pages, and sets 
forth the principles of Philosophical Anarchy. 
In fact, it is the Creed, by the veritable John 
Calvin, of that cult. Mr. Tucker is a mental 
plumb-line hewer, and has the least regard for 
where the chips fall of any one of the writers of 
that careless camaraderie. Anyone wanting to 
know what the thinking Anarchists think, and 
why they think that way, will have to get one of 
these books in order to know. 


Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Hard Knocks p 


at Christianity. 


By R. WHEELER. 


This book is just what its title implies—thump- 
ing whackg at superstition. It deals with the 
effect of Christianity on the world, showing 
what Christians have done to advance their relig- 
ion and impede the progress of man. It shows 
that Jesus was a false prophet, that the gospels 
are not authentic, and that Christianity is a bor- 
rowed system of religion. That the Bible is not 
in accord with Science, that the atonement 
scheme is futile and foolish, and that religion is 
not areal benefit to man. 

Price,.20 cents, six for $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York City. 


MY RELIGIOUS EXPE- 
| RIENCE, 


Being the story of his religious life and mental 
ourneyings. Written in his happiest and most 
rilliant way, and is the best of all his splendid 

works. Price, 25cents. Address 

THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


| By S. P. Putnam. 


“With Daughter's Babe Upon 


His Knees.” 


Photograph of Oolonel Ingersoll, with his 
randchild in his lap, a delicate little souvenir of 
merica’s greatest orator and Freedom’s greatest 
champion at home, may be had at this office for 
| afty cents 


GOVERNMENT ANALYZED, 


By COL. JOHN R. KBLSO. 


Contents: Derivations. and Definitions of 
Political Terms; Various Forms of Government; 
eneral Principles of Government; Functions 
of Government; Origin of Government; Declara- 
tion of Independence; Articles of Confederation; 
Defects of the Confederation; Formation of the 
Constitution of the United States; Taxation; 
Tariff for Protection; War; Punishment; Mar- 
tiage; Religion; Prohibition; Money; What a 
Government Should Be. 

Those who know Col. Kelso’s keen analytical 
power, as shown in his “Bible Analyzed” and 
~“ Deity Analyzed,” will realize that in " Govern- 
ment Analyzed” they will hav the bedrock of 
human authority_exposed, and will learn what 
government is. Whether they will agree with 
his statement of what government is depends 
‘upon whether they lean to Socialistic or Anarch- 
| istic philosophy. But at all events everyone can 
learn something from this book. 

Price, $1.50. Sold by THE TRUTH SEEKER, 

#8 Lafayette place, New York City, 


Some Handsome Premiums, 


To induce new subscriptions and 
prompt renewals on the part of our 
friends we make the following hand- 
some premium offers: 
= For $5.00 we will send Tax Trora 
Serxer one year ($3.00) and “ Paine’s 
Great Works Complete” (8.00). This 
edition of Paine’s works contains a 
picture of Paine, of the statue proposed 
to be erected in Chicago, and of his 
monument in New Rochelle. 

For $5.00 we will send Taz Trorx 
Szzxer one year ($3.00) and “The 
World’s Sages, Thinkers, and Reform- 
ers” ($3.00). By D. M. Bennett. 

For $4.50 we will send Taz Terura 
SEKER one year ($3) and “The 
Freethinker’s Pictorial Text-Book” in 


| cloth ($2.50). 


For $4 we will send Tux Tron 
Srrxker one year ($3) and “The Free- 
thinker’s Pictorial Text-Book” in 
boards ($2). 

For $4 we will send Tae Terura 
SEEKER one year ($3) and a copy of 
“Old Testament Stories Comically 
Ilustrated ” in cloth covers ($1.50). 

For $3.50 we will send Taz Teura 
SEEKER one year ($3) and “Old Testa- 
ment Stories Comically Illustrated ” in 
board covers ($1). 

For $7.00 we will send Tue Trova 
SEEKER one year ($3.00) and the 
“Gods and Religions of Ancient and 
Modern Times” ($5.00), by D. M. 
Bennett. In two volumes. Vol. I 
gives a full account of all the gods the 
nations of the earth have worshiped, 
including Jehovah, Satan, the Holy 
Ghost, Jesus Christ, Virgin Mary, and 
the Bible. 835 pages, 8vo. Vol. II 
describes fully all religious systems of 
tre world, including Judaism, Mo- 
hammedanism, and Christianity; the 
latter occupying 372 pages, being fully 
gone into. 949 pages. . 

This is a splendid opportunity to 
obtain books which every Liberal de- 
sires to have at an exceedingly low 
price. Old and new subscribers can 
avail themselvs of it, and we shall be 
glad if our present readers will call 
the attention of their friends to the 
values offered. 


The Freethinker’s Badge-pin 


AND 
THE TRUTH SEEKER 
ONE YEAR, 


ag Will be sent for #450. The 
å 2.75 Pin and TRE TRUTH 
EEKER One year for $5. 


Ingersoll Souvenir Spoon 


AN. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER 


win ONE YEAR, 
il] be sent for $4.75. Sugar Spoons and 
SEEKER, $5. Hither kind (Tea or Bugar) Toora 
with gilt bowl, 50c. more. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Other Newspapers 


The Truth Seeker. 


Any of our readers who desire a New York 
weekly political paper can obtain one of the fol- 
lowing in connection with THE TRUTH SEEKER 
at reduced rates: 


Tribune (Republican) weekly, and THE 


UTH SEEKER, - - - - $3 50 
Tribune (Republican) semi-weekly, and TuE 
TRUTH SEEKER, - - ~ - 4 25 
The Sun (Democratic) weekly, and THE 
TRUTH SEEKER, - “ ~ - 3 50 
The World (Democratic) weekly, and THE 
TRUTH SEEKER, - - - - 38350 


THE ARENA and THE TRUTH SEEKER 
Will be sent one year both for -~ - $6 00 
Mith large picture premium with the Arena, 6 50 
ORTH AMERICAN REVIEW a 

Tue TRUTH SEEKER will be sent one yoar 
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SATURDAY, - - - =- č = MAY 6, 1893. 


SUBSCRIPTION RATES, 


Single subscription, in advance..............cececeessscucccees $3 00 
One subscription two years, in advance........0.....00 
Two new SUbSCTIDOTS............ccceee cece cceccncecccecceceaccces 
One subscription with one new subscriber, in one remittance. 5 00 
One eubacetneion with two new subscribers, in one remi‘- 

ance 


Any number over five at the same rate, invariably with one 
remittance. 


Money should be sent by express company’s money order, 
postal order, draft on New York, or by registered letter. 
Address communications and make drafts, checks, post-office 
and express money orders payable to E. M. MACDONALD, 

28 Lafayette place, New York. 


SPECIAL NOTICE.—We shall be obliged to our 
readers if they will send us the name and address of 
any Freethinker who is not a regular subscriber. 


Witchcraft in Scotland. 

In pursuance of our design to provide Freethink- 
ers with a more exhaustiv history of the witchcraft 
superstition than has heretofore been obtainable by 
them, we will devote this week’s treatment to an 
account of that belief in Scotland. We imagin that 
Christians when they find their church to hay been 
so mistaken on this thing, will begin to suspect 
that it may now be equally mistaken on other things. 

In England, we related last week, the witchcraft 
fanaticism had been bridled and repressed. 
There was one country, however, in which it 
obtained an absolute ascendency. There was 
one country in which the Puritan ministers 
succeeded in molding alike the character and 
the habits of the nation, and in disseminat- 
ing their harsh and gloomy tenets through 
every section of society. While England was 
breaking loose from her most ancient supersti- 
tions, and advancing with gigantic strides along 
the paths of knowledge, Scotland still cow- 
ered in helpless subjection before her clergy. 
This body kept the Scottish people in a state of 
miserable thralldom which is thus graphically de- 
scribed by Lecky’s “History of Rationalism: 
Never was a mental servitude more complete, and 
never was a tyranny maintained with more inex- 
orable barbarity. Supported by public opinion, 
the Scottish ministers succeeded in overawing all 
opposition, in prohibiting the faintest expression 
of adverse opinions, in prying into and controling 
the most private concerns of domestic life; in com- 
pelling everyone to conform absolutely to all the 
ecclesiastical regulations they enjoined; and in, at 
last, directing the whole scope and current of 
legislation. They maintained their ascendency over 
the popular mind by a system of religious terror- 
ism, which we can now barely conceive. The misery 
of man, the anger of the almighty, the fearful 
power and continual presence of Satan, the agonies 
of hell, were the constant subjects of their preaching. 
All the most ghastly forms ot human suffering were 
accumulated as faint images of the eternal doom of 
the immense majority of mankind. Countless mir- 
acles were represented as taking place within the 

land, but they were almost all of them miracles of 
terror. Disease, storm, famin, every awful calamity 
that fell upon mankind, or blasted the produce of 
the soil, was attributed to the direct intervention of 
spirits; and Satan himself was represented as con- 
stantly appearing in a visible form upon the earth. 


It was, says Buckle’s “ History of Civilization,” be- 
lieved that the world was overrun by evil spirits, 
who not only went up and down the earth, but 
also lived in the air, and whose business it was to 
tempt and hurt mankind. Their number was 
infinit, aad they were to be found at all places and 
in all seasons. At their head was Satan himself, 
whose delight it was to appear in person, ensnaring 
or terrifying everyone he met. With this object, 
he assumed various forms. One day he would 
visit the earth as a black dog; on another day, as a 
raven; on another, he would be heard in the dis- 
tance roaring like a bull. He appeared sometimes 
as a white man in black clothes; and sometimes he 
came as a black man in black clothes, when it was 
remarked that his voice was ghastly, that he wore 
no shoes, and that one of his feet was cloven. His 
stratagems were endless. For, in the opinion of 
divines, his cunning increased with his age; and 
having been studying for more than five thousand 
years, he had now attained to unexampled dexterity. 
He could, and he did, seize both men and women, 
and carry them away through the air. Usually, he 
wore the garb of laymen, but it was said that, on 
more than one occasion, he had impudently attired 
himself as a minister of the gospel. At all events, 
in one dress or other, he frequently appeared to the 
clergy, and tried to coax them over to his side. In 
that, of course, he failed; but out of the ministry 
few indeed could withstand him. He could raise 
storms and tempests; he could work, not only on 
the mind, but also on the organs of the body, mak- 
ing men hear and see whatever he chose. Of bis 
victims, some he prompted to commit suicide, others 
to commit murder. Still, formidable as he was, no 
Christian was considered to hav attained to a full 
religious experience, unless he had literally seen 
him, talked to him, and fought with him. The 
clergy were constantly preaching about him, and 
preparing their audience for an interview with their 
great enemy. The consequence was, that the peo- 
ple became almost crazed with fear. Whenever the 
preacher mentioned Satan, the consternation was so 
great that the church resounded with sighs and 
groans. The aspect of a Scotch congregation in 
those days is, indeed, hard for us to conceive. Not 
unfrequently the people, benumbed and stupefied 
with awe, were rooted to their seats by the horrible 
fascination exercised over them, which compelled 
them to listen, though they are described as gasp- 
ing for breath, and with their hair standing on end. 
Such impressions were not easily effaced. Images 
of terror were left on the mind, and followed the 
people to their homes, and in their daily pursuits. 
They believed that the devil was always, and liter- 
ally, at band; that he was haunting them, speak- 
ing to them, and tempting them. There was 
no escape. Go where they would, he was there. 
Such teaching produced its natural effects. Ina 
land where credulity was universal, in a land where 
the intellect was numbed and palsied by these aw- 
ful contemplations, where almost every form of 
amusement was suppressed, and where the thoughts 
of men were concentrated with an undivided 
energy on theological conceptions, such teaching 
necessarily created the superstition of witchcraft. 
Witchcraft was but one form of the panic it pro- 
duced; it was but the reflection by a diseased im- 
agination of the popular theology. We accordingly 
find that it assumed the most frightful proportions 
and the darkest character. In other lands, the 
superstition was at least mixed with much of im- 
posture; in Scotland it appears to hav been entirely 
undiluted. It was produced by the teaching of the 
clergy, and it was everywhere fostered by their 
persecution. Eagerly, passionately, with a thirst 


for blood that knew no mercy, with a zeal that 
never tired, did they accomplish their task. As- 
sembled in solemn synod, the college of Aberdeen, 
in 1603, enjoined every minister to take two of the 
elders of his parish to make “a subtle and privy 
inquisition,” and to question all the parishioners 
upon oath as to their knowledge of witches. Boxes 
were placed} in the churches for the express pur 
pose of receiving the accusations. When a woman 
had fallen under suspicion, the minister from the 
pulpit denounced her by name, exhorted his 
parishioners to giv evidence against her, and pro- 
hibited anyone from sheltering her. In the same 
spirit he exerted the power which was given him 
by a parochial organization, elaborated perhaps 
more skilfully than any other in Europe. Under 
these circumstances, the witch-cases seem to hav 
fallen almost entirely into the hands of the clergy 
They were the leading commissioners. Before them 
the confessions were taken. They were the acqui- 
escing witnesses or the directors of the tortures by 
which these confessions were elicited. 

And when we read the nature of these tortures; 
when we remember that they were inflicted, for the 
most part, on old and feeble and half-doting women, 
it is difficult to repress a feeling of the deepest 
abhorrence for those men who caused and who en- 
couraged them. If the witch was obdurate, the 
first, and it was said the most effectual, method of 
obtaining confession was by what was termed 
“waking her.” An iron bridle or hoop was bound 
across her face with four prongs, which were thrust 
into her mouth. It was fastened behind to the 
wall by a chain, in such a manner that the victim 
was unable to lie down; and in this position she 
was sometimes kept for several days, while men 
were constantly with her to prevent her from clos- | 
ing her eyes for a moment in sleep. Partly in or- 
der to effect this object, and partly to discover the 
insensible mark which was the sure sign of a witch, 
long pins were thrust into her body. At the same 
time, as it was a saying in Scotland that a witch 
would never confess while she could drink, excessiv 
thirst was often added to her tortures. Some 
prisoners hay been waked for five nights; one, it 
is said, even for nine. “One of the most powerful 
incentivs to confession was systematically to de- 
prive the suspected witch of the refreshment of her 
natural sleep. Iron collars, or witehes’ 
bridles, are still preserved in various parts of Scot- 
Jand, which had been used for such iniquitous pur- 
poses. These instruments were so constructed 
that, by means of a hoop which passed over the 
head, a piece of iron having four points or prongs 
was forcibly thrust into the mouth, two of these 
being directed to the tongue and palate, the others 
pointing outward to each cheek. This infernal 
machine was secured by a padlock. At the back 
of the collar was fixed a ring, by which to attach 
the witch to a staple in the wall of her cell. Thus 
equipped, and night and day waked and watched 
by some skilful person appointed by her inquisitors, 
the unhappy creature, after a few days of such dis- 
ciplin, maddened by the misery of her forlorn and 
helpless state, would be rendered fit for confessing 
anything, in order to be rid of the dregs of her 
wretched life. Atintervals fresh examinations took 
place, and these were repeated from time to time 
until her “‘contumacy,” as it was termed, was sub- 
dued. The clergy and kirk sessions appear to hav 
been the unwearied instruments of “ purging the 
land of witcheraft;” and to them, in the first instance, 
all the complaints and informations were made” 
(Pitcairn, vol. i, part 2, p. 50). 

The physical and mental suffering of such a process 
was sufficient to overcome the resolution of many, 
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and to distract the understanding of not a few. 
But other and perhaps worse tortures were in re- 
‘serve. The three principal that were habitually 
applied, were the pennywinkis, the boots, and the 
caschielawis. The first was a kind of thumb-screw ; 
the second was a frame in which the leg was in- 
serted and in which it was broken by wedges, 
driven in by a hammer; the third was also an iron 
frame for the leg, which was from time to time 
heated over a brazier. Fire-matches were some- 
times applied to the body of the victim. We read, 
in a contemporary legal register, of one man who 
was kept for forty-eight hours in “vehement 
tortour ” in the caschielawis; and of another who 
was in the same frightful machine for eleven days 
and eleven nights, whose legs were broken daily for 
fourteen days in the boots, and who was so scourged 
that the whole skin was torn from his body. 

How many confessions were extorted, and how 

many Victims perished, by these means, it is now 
impossible to say. A vast number of depositions 
and confessions are preserved, but they were taken 
only before a single court, and many others took 
cognizance of the crime. We know that in 1662 
more than one hundred and fifty persons were ac- 
cused of witchcraft; and that in the preceding year 
no less than fourteen commissions had been issued 
for the trials. After these facts, it is scarcely 
necessary to notice how one traveler casually men- 
tions having seen nine women burning together at 
Leith in 1664, or how, in 1678, nine others were 
condemned in a single day. The charges were, in- 
deed, of the most comprehensiv order, and the wild- 
est fancies of Sprenger and Nider were defended by 
the Presbyterian divines. In most Catholic coun- 
tries, it was a grievance of the clergy that the civil 
power refused to execute the witches who employed 
their power only in curing disease. In Scotland 
such persons were unscrupulously put to death. 
The witches were commonly strangled before they 
were burnt, but this merciful provision was very 
-frequently omitted. An earl of Mar (who appears 
to hav been the only person sensible of the inhu- 
manity of the proceedings) tells how, with a piercing 
yell, some women once broke half-burnt from the slow 
fire that consumed them, struggled for a few mo- 
ments with despairing energy among the spectators, 
but soon with shrieks of blasphemy and wild pro- 
testations of innocence sank writhing in agony amid 
the flames. 

These atrocious doings, which the clergy stand 
ready to repeat at any time when given the power, 
were of such multitude and extent that we find we 
shall hav to defer the relation of them in America 
to some other week in the near future. 


—<— 


The World’s Fair. 


On the 1st. day of this month thé World’s Co- 
lumbian Exposition at Chicago was formally opened. 
All the exhibits hav not arrived and been arranged, 
and will not be for a month, but there are already 
many attractions, and the magnificent architecture 
can now be viewed with perhaps better advantage 
than later and is in itself worth long regard. The 
lateness of the opening is scarcely censurable, in 
view of the fact that all great exhibitions hav thus 
been belated. The energy of the management in 
overcoming the obstacles which once seemed dis- 
heartening, and the taste everywhere pervading, 
ask our utmost praise. The Fair will be a noble 
work. It will be, in the words of one describer, “a 
spectacular marvel and an educational, architectural, 
and industrial stimulant, such as the earth has 
never beheld.” Grand, beautiful, triumphant, and 
hope-giving will it be. Hurrah for our World’s 
Fair! All hail to the great Columbian Exposition! 

The blemish fixed upon this great work, other- 
wise so splendid, by religion, is unfortunate. 
Supernaturalism, other-worldliness, which helped 
not one iota to achieve this undertaking, is recog- 
nized and honored throughout it; while naturalism, 
this-worldliness, which alone has done every stroke 
of labor toward its accomplishment, is left in 
scorned ignorement. In the opening ceremonies, 
for instance, religion played a chief part. The 
blessings of heaven on the enterprise were invoked 
by W. H. Milburn, chaplain of the national House 


of Representativs. The music on that occasion was | 
largely of a religious character. 7 
Then, there is the closing of the gates Sundays 
—the inconsiderate, domineering, selfish, defraud- 
ing, impertinent, outrageous, and thrice abomina- 
ble closing. This we hope will be revoked; Mr. 
Putnam writes that the chances for its being so are 
about even; but we ourselvs cannot help deeming 
them greater against revocation than for it. On 
the 25th ult. General St. Clair, of the national com- 
mission, and who will lead in the Sunday-opening 
movement, said: “If the local directory takes the 
proper step and sends us an amended resolution 
for opening the Fair on Sunday I believe the com- 
mission will pass it. A fair vote of our body has 
never yet been taken. I think the sentiment of a 
majority of the commission is for Sunday opening. 
Whether they will be willing to vote for it in the 
face of the action of Congress is a question. Con- 
gress has violated its contract with the Fair, and 
I think I can make the commissioners see it in 
the right light.” Several other commissioners de- 
clared themselvs in favor of Sunday opening. 
Judge Martindale, of Indianapolis, proposed a sort 
of compromise. He said: “Open the Fair on 
Sunday, but shut down all the machinery and hav 
religious services and sacred music for those who 
desire them.” On the following day, the 26th 
ult., sixty members of the national commission 
were present when President Palmer called the 
meeting to order at 1 o’clock in the afternoon. 
Commissioner Joseph Kiboreck offered a resolution 
that the Sunday-opening question be referred to 
the local directory, of which Mr. Higinbotham is 
president. The resolution was debated and 
adopted, and the directory, it was agreed, should 
decide whether the act of Congress requiring 
Sunday closing must be enforced. On the next 
day, the 27th ult., the local directory held a long 
secret meeting. The Sunday-opening question was 
touched upon indirectly, and after the meeting it 
was given out that the board was in favor of open- 
ing on Sunday, though no formal action had been 
taken. It was announced that the judiciary com- 
mittee of the national commission, of which 
Senator William Lindsay, of Kentucky, is presi- 
dent, is also investigating the legality of the act of 
Congress requiring Sunday closing. On the fol- 
lowing day, the 28th ult., the national commission 
again tock a hand in the matter. After failing to 
do anything decisiv, it adjourned till the 1st inst. 
The people of our country are being given a 
useful education in ecclesiastical ways and man- 
ners by the press. This noble institution is activ 
in pointing out the shamefully immoral charac- 
ter of the church’s action. Chicago, the newspapers 
remark, is full of preparation for debauchery, 
and in order that vice may hav full opportunity to 
work its evil will, the Exposition grounds, with 
their enlightening, refining, and educating influ- 


‘ences, are to be closed every Sunday, while the 


gorgeous temples of vice and crime are to be kept 
wide open. “Thus far,” says one of the gallant 
newspapers mentioned above, “the grounds hay 
been open on Sunday because the blight of Con- 
gressional hypocrisy could not fall upon the Fair 
before the date of its formal opening. The gate 
receipts hav amounted to $250,000, the greater part 
of which came from the multitudes of Sunday 
visitors. After the 1st of May all these multitudes 
and the thousands that will presently be added to 
the throng will find the gates closed on Sunday 
and must turn for entertainment to the gorgeously 
decorated and ingeniously attractiv hells of the 
Plaisance and the town. There was never a worse 
thing done for morality by any legislativ act than 
was done by Congress when it ordered the closing 
of the Fair on Sunday. Had. its purpose been to 
render the great gathering fruitful of vicious teach- 
ing, efficient in the corruption of innocence and 
richly profitable to crime, it could not hav proceeded 
to its aim by a more direct road than that of Sunday 
closing.” 

Ex-Senator Ingalls, writing from the Exposition 
a few days before its opening, says—after an 
elaborately finished description which will for rhe- 
torical merit find no rival till Mr. Putnam beging 


his letters to this paper—that “ public interest in- 
creases and the number of visitors grows daily. It 
is largest on Sundays. The intolerant bigotry 
which dictates its closing on that day will deprive 
multitudes of their only opportunity to obtain the 
advantage and pleasure of the greatest object- 
lessons of the century.” 


Holy Russia Not Good Enough to Treat With. 

The czar has signed the Russian extradition 
treaty, and ratifications hav been exchanged by the 
United States minister and the Russian foreign 
office. To put the treaty in effect there is now 
wanting only the official proclamation of President 
Cleveland. ` 

The consummation of this treaty, which now is 
highly probable, will be nothing less than a crime 
against humanity. Our opinion on it, expressed 
more fully in previous issues, is shared by the en- 
lightened press. of the country with scarcely ‘an 
exception. The New York Zimes, for instance, whose 
views always command high consideration, takes 
the ground even that this country cannot properly 
enter into an extradition treaty of any nature- 
whatever with the government of the czar. It 
objects, it says, “not to this or that article, but to 
the conclusion of any treaty of extradition what- 
ever with a power like Russia. We can no more 
conclude such a treaty with the czar than with the 
shah of Persia. In either case, we do not sur- 
render a fugitiv to justice, but to the caprice of a 
ruler, of a magistrate who is the instrument of the 
ruler, or of a drum-head court-martial. We should 
stultify ourselvs and outrage humanity by con- 
cluding such an agreement with such a power.” 

The same just-thinking journal, too, properly 


deems that in such a case as this the “executiv. . 


session,” or secret session, of the Senate was 
“an outrage akin to the secret trials of 
Russia.” Two or three weeks ago the Times 
made this demand: “The debate upon the treaty 
must be open, and every Senator who vent« 
ures to advocate it should be compelled to giv his 
reasons to his countrymen It would be curious 
to see what arguments could be produced in favor 
of such an instrument that would bear publicity. 
As a matter of fact, the only chance for ratification 
is that Senators who may hav been induced, by 
arguments that they do not care to avow, into favor- 
ing it should be enabled to cast a silent vote in its 
support.” But the protest of the Zimes with all 
the other organs of intelligent opinion passed un- 
heeded by our arrogant Senate. Very different is 
the passage of this legislation, and the fathering - 
of it upon the populace who do not want it, from a 
genuin government of, by, and for the people. 

The same journal quoted above says: “If Russia 
wishes to be put, in respect of the extradition of 
fugitives from justice, on a footing with civilized 
nations, Russia must reform her criminal procedure 
so as to offer to the innocent the same protec- 
tion that is assured by the practice of civilized 
nations.” But, we wish to remark upon this, Russia 
cannot “reform her criminal procedure” till the 
people are bright and informed, and this they can 
not be till there is lifted from over them the muffling 
and stifling cloud of Christianity. 

That this religion of Christianity is more thor- 
oughly believed and observed by the Russian peo- 
ple than by any other in Europe, and that at the 
same time that people is the most unhappy and 
barbarous in Europe, and with a government so 
evil that it cannot decently be admitted to treaty 
with other nations, we hope will be marked by 
everyone whose notice is attracted to this present 
affair of extradition. 


Of a well-remembered picture in Tae Truta 
SEEKER the Independent says: “Tar TRUTH SEEKER 
is an Infidel paper, which is engaged weekly in 
giving caricatures of scripture subjects in not too 
artistic half-page pictures. A recent issue carries 
on the first page a representation of a stream of 
desperate characters—liars, thieves, perjurers, mur- 
derers—entering ‘the fold of Christ.’ It is called 
‘The Sinner's Hope and Last Refuge of the Vile. 
The picture is not a caricature. It truthfully rep- 
resents a great Christian doctrin. There is salva- 
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tion for thieves and liars and murderers. This is a 
great and glorious truth. It is indeed the ‘ sinner’s 
hope,’ the ‘last refuge of the vile.’ It is in this 
that the divinity of the Christian scheme of salva- 
tion appears. The vilest may enter the fold of 
Christ, leaving their vileness at the gate. Unbelief 
is fatalistic. It holds that the vile can never be 
anything but vile. The Christian doctrin is a 
nobler and truer doctrin. It has hope and the 
power of reformation in it. For once Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER has drawn better than it knew.” 

We are of course overjoyed to please our con- 
temporary of Congregational leanings, and aside 
from a correction, we will only remark that if the 
pious like the doctrin of vicarious atonement de- 
cent folk will leave them to it- The correction is 
that the statement that unbelievers hold that the 
vile can never be otherwise is an absolute falsehood. 
And against this reckless assertion by the Znde- 
pendent we put this from the London Spectator, 
and leave the American pietist to ponder upon it: 
« At least half the Atheists in England—we are not 
at present using the word in disparagement, but 
only to describe those who reject all idea of the 
#upernatural—are philanthropists, and, we doubt 

‘snot, a large section of them are entirely sincere. 
They wish heartily to advance the human race, of 
eourse always premising that the road taken is the 
one laid down on their maps, and for that end are 
willing not only to giv lavishly, but to suffer a good 
deal. Martyrdom they hav seldom had to meet— 
though there are instances even of that, a few of 
the hotter Abolitionists having, we believe, been 
non-believers—but some of them, we do not doubt, 
if they could be certain of giving the millions a 
dead-heave upward, would cheerfully resign their 
lives, and that without the solace of expecting any 
other. There are many Atheists now with hot 
philanthropy in them, and they are philanthropists, 
snot in spite of, but because of their Atheism; be- 
eeause they cannot endure to behold sufferings 
which, if there be no God, are purposeless; because 
tthey rely on themselvs alone to mitigate misery ; 
and because they are dominated by the instinctiv 
llonging of man for an ideal, and can see it only, in 
ithe bewildering complexity of human affairs, in un- 
selfish benevolence. They must, like the rest, hav a 
Theaven, and they strain toward the only heaven 


they can intellectually acknowledge, a world gov- 
cerned only by pure reason, and therefore, as they 


think, free of poverty, pain, and foolishness alike:” 


[xn the Qast. 


News and Notes. ` 


The Secular Society of Dayton, O., is doing good 
work. It meets every Sunday, and addresses on 
all subjects are given by local talent and by lectur- 
ers from abroad, and these subjects are discussed 
iby those present from every standpoint. I gave a 
lecture on Sunday morning to a fair audience. 
More would hav been present had there been a 
longer time to advertise the lecture. Under the 
circumstances only two or three days’ notice could 
be given. Iam sure ofa much greater attendance at 
some future time. 

Dayton is a fine city of about seventy-five thou- 
sand inhabitants. It is quite a business and manu- 
facturing center. The country about is excellent. 
The church element apparently is strong, there 
being about seventy-five religious edifices, in which 
a great deal of untaxed wealth is consecrated to 
the glory of the next world. Along with this is a 
vast amount of Liberal thought, but to a certain 
extent indifferent. . 

But there are a few at this post who are enthusi- 
astic for Freethought—Judge Thompson, presi- 
dent of the society, Mr. B. Pickering, Mr. and Mrs. 
Fealy, Scout Allison, and others, all of whom are 
able to speak upon the platform, and who represent 
a cultured and radical element. Scout Allison has 
been twenty-four years upon the plains in the 
service of the government, and has seen much of 
the workings of the ecclesiastical tribe upon the 


frontier. He has already contributed something of 
his experiences to the columns of Tue TRUTH 
SEEKER. 


On Saturday Judge Thompson kindly accom- 
panied me to the Soldiers’ Home, a magnificent 
institution indeed, so far as outward appearances 
are concerned. The buildings must hav cost nearly 


$1,000,000. 


lower part for Catholic worship, 


. Among them is a splendid church 
edifice—the upper part for Protestant and the 
Chaplains are 
also maintained at the expense of government. 


The whole domain includes six hundred and forty 


acres—beautiful lands, mostly under cultivation. 


From the main site there is an extensiv view of 
the city. As you enter the grounds a lovely lake 
greets the vision, with waterfalls from the encircling 
banks. 
luxuriance beneath a glassy roof. 
nence towers the flag-staff, with the colors flying. 
Beneath it ring out the martial strains over the 
green sward and majestic groves. 


A summer garden glows with tropical 
On a wide emi- 


The barracks, 
busy with life, with nearly four thousand soldiers 


in them, the officers’ quarters, the machine build- 


ings, the vast dining rooms, the hospital, etc., 
make a picturesque view. Here the invalid soldier, 
who has lost his ambition, who desires to do 


nothing, can hav a comfortable home, plenty to eat, 


and clothes to wear. He can sit all day long and 
dream and smoke his pipe, and fight his battles o’er 
again, and calmly await death. It looks very nice 
on the outside, a paradise to the casual view. But 
after all, what is such an existence worth to the 
mind that desires action? Itis much better than 
the orthodox heaven, I grant, but giv me the here- 
tic’s hell, the storm and unrest and uncertainty of 
liberty, to this “nirvana” of the Soldiers’ Home, 
which is as near to the fulfilment of Buddha’s 
philosophy as one can find in this world without 
actually dying. For my part I had rather be 
“snuffed out ” than to do nothing in this charming 
retreat. It is a pleasant afternoon stroll through 
these stately, magnificent scenes; but giv me a 
log cabin and a little potato patch to this splendid 
idleness. 

The effects of “Christian civilization” are seen 
in the transaction recently at Delaware Wesleyan 
College—one of the most élite and famous Method- 
ist and Christian institutions in the land. It was a 
dastardly and brutal action, worthy of the “Dark 
Continent.” Nine members of the sophomore class 
seized and bound and then branded the faces of 
five members of the freshman class and disfigured 
them for life. A more cruel, a more savage, a more 
infamous act has not been perpetrated in the dens 
of vice and crime; and yet this was done by religious 
men in a religious institution. This was done by 
pious Christian young men; done where the Bible 
is read and prayers are uttered every day and the 
“gospel” is preached. Such are the refining in- 
fluences of Christianity. This illustrates and proves 
my affirmation that “ Religion is a Curse, a Disease, 
and a Lie.” 
tion. The people throughout this section are in- 
dignant at these atrocities. I quote the following 
from the Cincinnati Commercial Gazette, which 
shows that this is no exceptional occurrence in this 
Christian seat of learning: 


It now seems a matter of fact to the citizens here that 
such things are not punished as they should be. 


the students, dressed in their nightshirts, went to the 


Monnett Hall (the young ladies’ seminary) about 12 


o’clock and held a ghost dance, howling and yelling and 
singing unbecoming songs in the presence of the young 
ladies. This was certainly a most outrageous and in- 
decent performance, but it was suppressed and nothing 
said, only through the papers. No one was expelled or 
even suspended. although most of the boys were known 
and confessed, but they were let stay if they would 
promis not to do it again, and of course they promised. 

Another event was the stealing of the college grade- 
book. The person who did the deed broke open the 
door and took the book and kept it a long time and then 
returned it. The faculty talked of offering a reward, but 
none was offered. They searched the fraternity halls and 
made a big fuss, and when the thief was found he just 
promised not to say anything, and is still in college, as 
important as anyone. 

Another was the stealing of the guns from the college 
armory. The guns were taken out and hid in the snow. 
The thieves were found and they promised not to do it 
again. They are still here. 

Another cruel action has just come to light. On Mon- 
day night about forty of the girls of Monnett Hall took 
about five others and proceeded to initiate them in a 
manner similar to the way the boys carried out their 
plan. They got the girls down in the basement in the 
wee hours of the morning, and there they performed 
their cruel deed. They likewise used nitrate of silver 
and printed pictures on the victims’ arms and breasts, 
which caused much pain and agony, and will leave sears 
for life. 

The faculty hav done nothing in regard to the matter, 

nor are they likely to, from all reports. It was probably 
because of this that the boys hav grown so bold. 
The actions of the young women are most severely 
criticised by the people and students It was certainly a 
disgrace to themselvs, the college, and especially to their 
parents, who are sending them to school to get an educa- 
tion.. Itis because of these actions and cruel pranks that 
the citizens are so outspoken and bitter. 


I call the attention of the New York Jndepend- 
ent to this beautiful effect of “religious culture.” 
On Sunday afternoon I go to Cincinnati and am 
greeted with a crowded house at Douglass Hall. 
Nowhere on my route do I find more enthusiasm 


been simply awful. 
cleared off, and I took a look at the World’s Fair. 
It seems impossible to get it ready for exhibition 
under a month. All is confusion, but they are 
pushing things vigorously. 
is not yet settled. They are fighting over it among 
the commissioners. 
tion all through the Fair. It doesn’t seem possible 
that bigotry can triumph in this case. 
present moment the chances are about even that it 
will be open. Those who are in favor of Sunday 


I could not ask for a better confirma- 


It was 
only a couple of months ago that about one hundred of 


than at Cincinnati. The Liberals here know how 
to do things. 
ciple. 
ingly interesting course of lectures. 
is a live audience, and after the lecturer is through 
they discuss the subject presented with vast di- 
versities of opinion. 
debate. 
ence in this city. It passed a set of ringing reso- 
lutions in opposition to the Russian treaty, and 
these resolutions were published at length and 
with approval in-the leading dailies. 
grapples with live questions, and is not afraid to 
stand boldly for reform. Geo. E. Light is now 
president; Andrew .Hogg, secretary. They hav 
stalwart supporters. 
giv the closing lecture the last Sunday in May. 
There will be a big attendance. 
encouraging, and the influence of Cincinnati will 
be felt all over the land. 


They run on the broad-gage prin- 
During the winter they hav had an exceed- 
The audience 


It is a splendid arena of 
The union has exercised a marked influ- 


The Union 


John R. Charlesworth will 


Such -success is 


I reached Chicago on Monday. The weather has 
Yesterday (Thursday) it 


The Sunday question 
It will be a bone of conten- 


At the 


Opening are growing more indignant every day 


and the number is increasing. A more determined 
‘effort than ever will be made for fair play. Yes- 
terday the matter was referred to the judiciary 
committee. 


I hereby announce that the Freethought Inter- 
national Congress will be held in the month of 
September next. The place and date of meeting 
will be hereafter published. Al delegates and 
members of Freethought societies throughout the 
world are invited to be present. They will be en- 
titled to seats and votes in the Congress. The 
Freethought Federation of America will arrange 
for the Congress, and a cordial welcome is ex- 
tended to its allies. Samur P. Purnam. 

Chicago, Ili., Apr. 28, 1893. 


oe 


To My Liberal Friends. 


I propose to publish a pamphlet, the last 
part of which appears in Tae Trura SEEKER 
this week, entitled, «Religion a Curse, Religion a 
Disease, Religion a Lie.” I consider that we are 
drifting into a most dangerous religious tyranny 
and war. It is not simply church and theology 
that we must oppose, but it is religion at the root 
of these, which is what I hav defined it to be. We 
must understand religion, and for the safety of the 
race we must destroy religion. I want this book 
to be widely read. It is important. Religion as 
the foe of humanity is not sufficiently understood. 
We do not realize its terrific nature. I hav written 
this book because I feel the necessity of speaking 
the plain truth. I challenge contradiction of my 
statements. Send to Tae Truru Srexer for this 
book. Circulate it. Price, 25 cents per copy. 

Samven P. Pornam. 


The World’s Fair From a Freethinker’s Stand- 
point. 

Next week we shall begin the publication of a se- 
ries of letters which will be of great interest and 
beauty. Samuel P. Putnam will write them from 
Chicago, and they will be about the World’s great 
Fair. Mr. Putnam’s description—as everyone 
who knows him knows—will not be the com- 
monplace matter of the geniusless boiler-plate 
correspondent, but the impressions made upon a 
cosmopolitan poet: by the aggregation of samples of 
the world’s progress in mechanics, art, literature, 
knowl- lge. The letters will undoubtedly be big and 
broad, wide and deep—a picture and a panorama, 
a history of human advance from “that man in the 
dug-out” to the racial subjugation of the forces of 
nature—so far as tiese forces are subdued. The 
letters will be essentially a Freethinker’s view of 
the Fair, what it shows, and what it foreshadows, 
and we venture to say that among the hundreds of 
correspondents at the Fair, and the thousands of 
letters to be written by them, there will be none 
like the writer of the Freethought views and his 
descriptions. Readers of his “News and Notes” 
will agree with us in this estimate, we know. 

We shall be obliged to our friends if they will 
call the attention of their friends to this announce- 
ment and suggest to them that a six months’ 
subscription will insure them the receipt of these 
letters, which will alone be worth many times the 
cost of the paper. 


EE, 


- supremely egoistic man, the cry of religion. 
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there is no “soul” any more than there is a God. 
Who can meagure the damnable nature of religion 
in thus making eternity itself the instrument of its 
-unutterable agonies ? 

I do not deny immortality—I do not know. But 
if you believe in immortality ; believe in that which 
is beautiful and glorious; believe in eternal hope 
and eternal progress; believe in that which is the 
bloom and blossom of all that is best and noblest 
here; believe in the triumph of sweet human virtues 
and tender human loves; in th triumph of liberty, 
of justice, of nobility, of generosity; believe in that 
which will give consolation amidst the struggles and 
disappointments of this life; believe in beauty, 
goodness, truth unending—believe in these things 
if you will, but do not believe in the hell and 
heaven, the God and devil, of religion. If you 
must, out of human weakness, fling a picture 
beyond the grave, let it be a picture entrancing 
with all the shining qualities that, make this life 
itself so splendid. Let it give you courage to be 
more manly, more upright; to have a heart for any 
fate; but do not accept ın cringing terror, with 
a slave's mind, with craven spirit, the heaven that 
religion promises—a heaven not fit for a civilized 
human being—fit only for a savage. A heaven 
which floats on the bosom of hell, is supported by 
hell, is really only the supplement of hell, and with- 
out hell would cease to be. 

The God of heaven, the God of religion—what a 
colossal pauper he is! Did you ever think of it? 
What a beggar God is, and only a beggar—begging 
even the widow’s mite; yea, and taking the widow's 
mite without compunction. Look at the army of 
beggars, all over the world, begging for the king of 
kings. An innumerable army. Tramp, tramp, 
tramp—no end to the procession. There's the 
mitered pope—a beggar always. There's the 
bishop, the archbishop, the cardinal, the priest—all 
beggars. There’s a hundred thousand clergymen 
beggars, all begging for God. Churches, altars, 
incense, music, painted windows—all are for the 
purpose of begging, begging for this great pauper 
of the skies. And what has he done for man—this 
beggar on a throne? Nothing. He has not given 
mankind one fact, one ray of light, one invention, 
one discovery. He has not healed one ill of human 
life. He has never stopped a crime or punished a 
crime. He has never made one blade of grass to 
grow, or one rose to bloom. He has never soothed 
one fevered brow. He has never saved from dis- 
ease, from conflagration, from the storm and batile. 
He has never furnished food, shelter, or clothing to 
starving, naked, and perishing millions. He has done 
nothing, this tinseled monarch of the skies, and yet he 
begs continually. He is reduced to such extremities 
that he can put only one oyster in his church soup; 
he must even sell the kisses of fair maidens. He 
must resort to the grab-bag, and raffle, and ice- 
cream (mostly starch). He must even gamble— 
this pauper God. Oh, the humbug of religion and 
the humbug of God, when he does nothing but beg, 
and gives nothing in return for the millions that 
are poured into his templed coffers! 

Have I not proved my proposition that religion 
is a curse, a disease, and a lie—everyway evil and evil 
only? In its very essence it is wrong, and can only re- 
sult in wrong. History will affirm allthat I have de- 
clared, and to-day we have an exhibition of the cruel 
nature of religion—that it is utterly incapable of 
being civilized and must be abolished altogether. 

I dedicate this essay to Congress out of the in- 
dignation of my heart. I should never have 
written it but for the most disgraceful act of the 
century. 

The American Congress has bowed down in ab- 
solute surrender to this curse, this disease, and this 
lie, and closed the gates of the World's Fair on 
Sunday. . 

In all the history of man there was never a more 
cowardly, contemptible, and degrading act. 

It is pitiful to see the poor savage bow down to 
his fetish, his little wooden god, his snake, or cat, 
or calf; but how infinitely more pitiful it is amidst 
the intellectual glories of to-day to see the repre- 
sentatives of a great people bow down to this 
monster curse, disease, and lie—stab liberty to the 
heart, and perpetrate an infamous crime. The 
only consolation is that like Mokanna religion has 
shown its hideous face, and from this time forth its 
worshipers will diminish by the million. 


SGommunieations. 


Religion a Curse, Religion a Disease, Religion 
a Lie.—(Concluded.) 


DEDICATED TO THE AMERICAN CONGRESS WHICH FOR 
THE SAKE OF RELIGION HAS STABBED LIBERTY TO 
THE HEART. 


Religion is not satisfied with what Spiritualism 
can scientifically give—continued existence. It de- 
sires endless existence, absolute immortality; such 
is its spiritual greed and colossal egotism. Tell 
tke religious man that he will live ten million years 
in heaven and play on a golden harp and wear a 
crown and be happy, but that at the end of that im- 
mense period he will sink into nothingness; why, 
the religious man will be perfectly miserable. He 
will say all is vanity and vexation of spirit. Only 
ten million years. That won't do. I must have 
eternity. That is the everlasting cry of the 


I want it understood that between religion and 
common-sense Spiritualism there is no identityin 
any way. : 

It will thus be seen how radically identical are 
the dogmas of God and Immortality. Without God 
there is no Immortality, and without Immortality 
there is no God. God needs Immortality to save 
his reputation, and Immortality needs God as its 
only possible guarantee, for only an infinite God can 
make endless existence certain to a finite being. 

These are twin lies born of religion, born of a 
disease. They are not the beautiful gifts of science, 
the radiance of health, but the huge symptoms of 
an abnormal desire—the imagery of “life’s fitful 
fever.” But worse still, religion has not only 
made these lies professedly for the sake of human 
happiness, but out of these lies it has created the 
monster Fear. Religion has made cowards of 
mankind. It has made multitudes bend the knee 
in superstitious terror. It has made them slaves 
of king and priest. Of all the curses of which 
religion is the source, the greatest of all is this 
curse of fear, out of which comes the cowardice 
and hypocrisy of the world. Who does not hate 
the hypocrite? and yet the hypocrite is the direct 
offspring of religion. Who does not contemn the 
coward? and yet religion is the mother of coward- 
ice. If those who are really religious by tempera- 
ment and nature were simply satisfied with being 
religious and would let the rest of mankind—the 
large majority of mankind—abide in non-religious, 
every-day, comfortable well-bzing, I would not 
take time to attack it. But such is the nature of 
religion that it imperiously draws the swcrd, and 
would compel all the world to be religious likewise 
—in outward form at least, if not in real sentiment. 
But not satisfied with the sword, with the dungeon, 
with the fagot, with the thumbscrew, with all the 
cunning appliances for bodily torture, with devilish 
and supreme ingenuity religion has endeavored to 
torture with spiritual agonies, and it has terrific- 
ally succeeded. The bodily torture of man sinks 
into insignificance almost when compared with the 
mental torture, the awful fear, which religion has 
inflicted, in order that its own power way be 
unassailable. It has invented God and immortality, 
worse than a million thumbscrews, more hideous 
than the dungeon-house, more dreadful than a 
flaming sword. This God, the God of love, of 
justice—so called—this God, according to religion, 
is a God of wrath, a terrible war-God, a destroyer, 
a devil and a fiend beyond words to picture. He 
creates a heaven in the midst of infinite despair. 
He plunges the vast majority of the human race 
into eternal hell; he separates parent and child, 
brother and sister, wife and husband, and compels 
the one to sing praises for the damnation of the 
other. He makes the universe a tremendous prison- 
house. He makes man a slave, a machine, chained 
to a miserable doom whether he is lost or saved. 
For what is salvation but the picture of an eternal 
hell from whence we have barely escaped—“ a 
brand plucked from the burning?” Thus God, who 
should be infinite justice and infinite love, is trans- 
formed to infinite hate and infinite wrong, ard 
immortality that might be a beauteous dream be- 
comes an endless horror, a stupendous scene of 
cruelty, of malignity, of crime; and so fear, the 
vilest, the most debasing, the most bitter fruit of re- 
ligion, is born in the human heart, and this fair earth | ‘The working-people of this country now know 
itself becomes a dim vast vale of tears. Death is the | that religion is their foe and not their friend. The 
king of terrors, instead of a sweet rest in nature’s { mask is thrown off. The despot is revealed, the 
bosom. Life is a torment, for duty loses its ten- | enemy of liberty and progress. 
derness and becomes a barren path—merely| Behold the picture—the beautiful World’s Fair. 
obedience to a tyrant’s will. Virtue is stripped of | None of us will ever see its like again. It is an 
its bloom and beauty and becomes a slavish strug- | incarnate dream of beauty. It isa poem in manifold 
gle for the salvation of the “soul”—the “soul,” | color and form. It is the grace of all the world, 
lie born also of the nightmare of religion. For|the flower of every land. It is man’s masterpiece 


irradiating his long and toilsome struggle. It is 
the bloom of mighty centuries out of darkness, 
conflict, and undying hope. Behold its gorgeous 
panorama, its superb buildings, its shining domes, 
its spacious roois, its walls and towers that fling 
back the effulgence of the sun amidst nature's 
sweetest scenes of grass and flowers and water. 
Oh, what loveliness for man to enjoy. What 
a blessing on his arduous path. What an en- 
noblement to his toil. What a reward for his 
countless labors on sea and land—art is there 
which has drunk in the glory of the stars—art 
which hag watched the misty mountain-top, the 
sounding cataract, the gleaming seas, the budding 
rose, the spraying fount, the forest’s green. Art 
which hag studied the deep heart of man, and 
mirrored in lustrous forms and tender face, in 
colors sweet and varied, in melodies sublime, the 
treasures it has found. Science is there radiant 
with a thousand victories, bringing from East and 
West and North and South its unnumbered tro- 
phies. Industry is there, with its great arms, 
swinging in song, whirling in music, rejoicing in 
splendor, giving gifts to all. This is the World’s 
Fair, the ideal city of man’s brightest civilization, 
where beauty reigns, where delight smiles on every 
path and each scene isan enchantment. Whata 
plece for the weary and the worn, the suffering 
nd the disappointed; not for those who ride in 
c rriages but for those who walk the humble paths 
of toil. 

Behold the picture over against this embodied 
glory of man’s genius. See the dark and smoky 
workshop, the grimy face, the drops of sweat, the 
toiling arm, the dusty feet. See the lurid flames, 
the hissing iron, the huge machinery. Day after 
day it is the same, smoke and darkness, toil and 
dust, and sometimes death itself. Look into the 
homes of these million workers. See them crowded 
together in the gloomy tenement, no flowers, no 
sunshine, no blue sky, no refreshin> rest. See the 
pale mother, bent and worn. See the emaciated 
child. Ses the fever and disease, the want, the 
hunger of body and of mind. See the bare table, 
the unfurnished wall, the miserable couch. See 
the cobwebbed window through which only deso- 
lation peers. See despair in a thousand faces. 
See the weary limb, the lack-luster eye, the drawn 
lip, the listless hand. See birth and death in 
mingling horror. This is the world of poverty; 
and labor, which makes magnificent the face of earth, 
is doomed much of it to find its reward in this 
dreary prison-house. 

Behold these contrasting pictures, the World’s 
Fair, and the world of labor and of poverty, and so 
close, that the one is ready to give all its treasures 
for the consolation and joy of the other. These 
herd, sad scenes of poverty and toil can be made 
beautiful with the glory and the enlightenment of 
man’s greatest achievements. Whata blessing, what 
a wonder, and what a hope for the terrible martyr- 
dom of millions. 

But, behold, between these two worlds, the 
world of art, of science, of music, of delight, and 
the world of suffering and darkness, stalks this 
cruel monster, this curse, this disease, this lie— 
Religion—and holding the sword in one hand bolts 
and bars the gates of this paradise with the other, 
and thrusts back into vice, into ignorance, into 
misery, into despair, the multitudes whose weary 
toils have made possible this magnificence of to-day. 
This treasure which has been pressed from their 
life-blood is shut from their eyes, their hearts, 
their hope. They must labor in sweat and pain, 
they must go to their unlovely homes, they and 
wife and little ones pining for light and air, for 
some sweet glimpse of higher’ things, for the in- 
spiration and joy of man’s vast and splendid career, 
they must be cabined, cribbed, confined. Upon 
their dark lot presses religion’s iron rule, and makes 
it more miserable than ever. Between them and 
the beautiful world which ought to be their inherit- 
ance, at least one day in the week, is this curse of 
the ages more detestable than Milton’s picture of 
Death itself. 

Talk of civilizing religion; it cannot be done. 
You may paint it and veneer it and ornament it. 
You may mingle it with philosophy and poetry and 
art. Amid: the softening influences of progress 
one may forget its “scarlet thread,” its path of 
blood ; but its nature is always the same. It can 
not be made of any service to man. 

What will we do without religion? is the ery. 
Can the world survive its loss? Yes, it can survive 
the loss of religion as it can survive the loss of the 
cholera, the smallpox, and the itch. 

What will we have in the place of it? Morality 
and Science. What better can we have? 

Morality without religion will be more perfect 
and beautiful than ever—plain simple morality— 
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regard for one another’s rights, regard for one an- 
other’s happiness, universal liberty, universal justice, 
every-day morality, not hights and depths, not 
heaven and hell, but “on the square.” That is the 
whole of it. Integrity, truthfulness, generosity, 
manliness, courage, temperance, what better can 
be found in all the ecstasies of religion? Don’t 
trouble yourself with the “infinite” and “absolute,” 
with the “general” and “the universal” or any 
“supreme being,” but simply do your duty to the 
individuals with whom you come in contact. 
Morality is between individuals, not between ideas, 
nor between individuals and an idea, but between 
individuals and individuals. Morality cannot tran- 
scend the particular. Do the duty that lies next to 
you. That is‘all. Do not create out of your heated 
fancy any false relations between you and God. 
No such relations exist. We owe nothing to God, 
and apparently he owes nothing to us. If he does 
he has never paid it. It is for him to settle with 
us, not for us to settle with him. When he makes 
himself manifest ag an individual along the path- 
way of our daily life, then, and not till then, will we 
consider his claims. 

We can understand our human relations. They 
are finite and comprehensible. It only confuses 
us to import the God-idea- It makes darkness 
instead of light. To import God into morality is 
like importing God into mathematics. God would 
be an impertinence in mathematics. He is equally 
an impertinence in morality. Think of a mathema- 
tician trying to solve a problem by the aid of God. 
A triangle has certain relatiéns with all other 
forms, but what “God-relation” has it? And he 
would be a crazy mathematician who would invent 
a “God-relation” for the triangle. What non- 
sense it would be to talk about the “attitude” of 
a triangle toward the “infinite.” There is no 
such thing. It is equally nonsensical to talk about 
man’s “attitude” toward the “infinite.” There is 
no such thing. The relations of man are number- 
less. We may not be able to discover them all, but 
every relation of man is a finite relation, as every 
relation of a triangle must be a finite relation. 

The God-idea is not only useless, it is injurious. 
It is demoralizing. It obscures reality. It gives 
us false conceptions of ourselves and of others. It 
isa mirage. Leave out God and study humanity. 
Know thyself, is the grandest wisdom; and to know 
thyself it is necessary to know others and to recog- 
nize always the relations which exist between us 
and others, and out of these relations to behold the 
perfect bloom of ethical beauty. Morality is the 
continuous expression of equality and fraternity. 

Morality requires no temples, no altars, no ritual, 
no churches, no popes, no priests, no Bibles, no 
gods, no prayers, and no sermons. It requires no 
vast expenditures, no processions, no swelling 
music, no Auto da fé, no Inquisition, no torture, 
and no fire. It does not beg, it does not rob, it 
does not murder. It demands no sword, no miter, 
no crucifix, no pealing bell, no gorgeous pew, no 
collection-box, and no missionary fund. It de- 
mands only the common earth and skies, the 
fireside, the home circle, the genial neighborhood. 
It demands only the ordinary highway, the hand- 
shake and the good morning. work and happy 
play, the evening’s gentle rest, the voice of little 
children, and the common sense of all. How 
happy the world will be when morality prevails, 
when no rights are invaded, when the the inevitable 
ills of life are met with mutual sympathy; when 
self-respect is the universal grace, ennobling each 
and all—the humblest with the greatest. Religion 
has blackened the world; morality will give it 
golden days. 

And Science—what grandeur is revealed in that 
noble world. Science the victorious foe of religion 
and the glory of the human race. Science the en- 
lightener, the guide, the minister of ten thousand 
gifts. In science alone is the true self-sacrifice, 
the real surrender, the absolute abandonment to 
truth itself, regardless of all consequence, all fort- 
une, all good and ill. Religion labors for the 
subjective, thinks only of the subjective, is devoted 
only to the subjective, to that within, the ego, the 
self, higher or lower, as you may call it, but self 
still, and not truth, not reality, except by mere 
chance. 

Science labors for the objective, for that which 
is without, for simple truth, for reality, for facts. 
It surrenders to facts, to every fact, be it ugly or 
beautiful. The man of science does not seek per- 
sonal happiness, he is not searching after facts that 
will please him. He is not endeavoring to gratify 
some ideal. He sacrifices that which is most allur- 
ing to his subjective being, in order to find a fact. 
The fact he accepts, although it overthrows his 
most cherished dreams. What nobleness of devo- 
tion. Itis easy enough to give up houses and lands 
for the sake of truth, but to give up some inward 


glory,some dear fancy, some charming hope, some 
exalted splendor woven of poetry and music and 
delight, to give up a supreme joy, that which might 
soften and glorify death itself, to absolutely, with- 
out reserve, surrender this for the sake of truth, 
the objective truth, this is indeed the sublime self- 
sacrifice of man—impossible to religion ; but it is 
the natural spirit of science, for no one indeed can 
be a man of science when he allows the least per- 
sonal inclination to bias his judgment. 

~ It will thus be seen that science and religion are 
diametrically opposed. It is impossible to har- 
monize them. The one is the very essence of self- 
ishness ; the other is the very essence of unselfish- 
ness. The one is subjective, the other objective; 
the one is pure egoism, the other is pure altruism ; 
the one runs to a disease and a lie; the other is 
abounding health and magnificent truth. 

How beautiful is the way of science through all 
the world’s history. How gentle, how patient, how 
brave, how charitable in the true sense, it has ever 
been. How ready to help; how eager to do and to 
dare. It is afraid of nothing, of no dark depths or 
rugged hights, of no desert or wild beast, poison- 
ous insect.or serpent’s fang. It shrinks from no 
efforts. It shirks no task. It dares suffering, per- 
secution, martyrdom, and death. It has been im- 
prisoned, and through the prison bars hath read the 
lofty heavens, and revealed their glory. It hath 
been chained and yet it has filled the world with 
light. See the million happy homes it hath made; 
all the jeweled harvest-fields that shine beneath its 
footstep. Behold its pathway over the seas, the 
white sail, the glittering column, along a thousand 
leagues of beaming waters. See it meet the storm 
with spirit undismayed. Seeit grasp the lightnings 
and these fiery couriers bear our message with the 
soft pulse of an infant through the vast chambers 
of the deep ; see it conquer the invisible world and 
heaven’s swift breath carries our speech afar. See 
the iron horse, more brilliant than the chariots of 
old, make the peasant’s journey.more victorious than 
that of aking; hear the click, the gentle click, of 
that curious machine which has done more to eman- 
cipate woman than a million prayers or ten thou- 
sand billion sermons under the auspices of St. 
Paul; hear the music of the hammer and the anvil, 
watch the breath of the mighty furnace, look upon 
the molten streams of red-hot iron, see the glorious 
shapes arise more beneficent than any archangel ; 
behold the million spindles while delicate and superb 
robes appear to clothe man’s nakedness, far sur- 
passing the-fig-leaves of Jehovah’s Eden; handle 
the polished instruments that conquer disease and 
stay death, more radiant than the golden harps ; see 
nature’s wildest haunts and earth’s profoundest 
caverns contributing their riches to man’s enjoy- 
ment, and see the rolling stars, planets and suns, 
innumerable systems, orbs that perhaps perished 
millions of years ago and yet blaze upon our 
vision to-night. Ah, what might we not behold if 
we could analyze those brilliant waves of light, and 
read the ‘message from those enormous and distant 
realms. In these constellated spaces science has 
unfolded a fairy world indeed, even as in the tiny 
film and grain of sand other worlds equally beauti- 
ful, as measureless to the glance, she unrolls in 
spacious scenes. 

I would say, let Science reign, but Science does 
not want to reign. She desires no sword and no 
crown. Evermore she is the servant of humanity. 
Patiently she labors, scorning nothing, fearing 
nothing, hating nothing, and loving the truth. 

What shall we put in the place of religion, the 
curse, the disease, and the lie? 

I have answered it, and may the working-people 
of this republic whose rights have been so basely 
invaded, understand henceforth the true benefactor 
of this world. S. P. Purwam. 

nt 
From Spain. 


[The scandalous conduct of the priest-ridden Spanish 
government, as exhibited in its treatment of the inter- 
national Freethought congress at Madrid last year, has 
no doubt made many of our readers ask whether Africa 
really was bounded on the north by the Pyrenees mount- 
ains. As an answer to this question we present the fol- 
lowing article by the well-known German-American 
Freethinker, Mrs. Hedwig Henrich-Wilhelmi, originally 
contributed to Correspondenzblatt des Deutschen 
Freidenker-Bundes, rs. Henrich- Wilhelmi has Visited 
Spain on various occasions and hence is a competent 
judge of Spanish affairs.—G. NELSON, TRANSLATOR. } 

‘Separation of church and state ” is so prominent a 
ery of our times that no matter how often suppressed 
it is heard anew; but perhaps louder and more fre- 
quently in Spain—the land where the prosperity- 
destroying influence of the double-headed hydra 
state-and-church power, the concordat and Inquisi- 
tion, is felt more than in any other civilized country. 
A quarter of a century has not passed since Spain 
—thanks to the short period of the republic 
(1869-1871)—proclaimed absolute liberty of con- 


science, a privilege which since the return of the 
Bourbons to the throne exists as “religious tolera- 
tion” only. Still, no matter what we do call it, in 
the minute a country permits different religious 
cults to be practiced publicly within its borders, in 
that minute the state religion has ceased to exist as 
such and has become a mere object of individual 
belief. What is left as a connecting link between 
the church and the state is but the instinct of 
power, of absolutism, which for thousands of years 
has existed in them and become an actual fossil. 
Yet the union is no more and the present conditions 
are not calculated to satisfy either party. The 
church, which has been used to rule over kings and 
nations, cannot possibly enjoy its present sub- 
servience to the laws of the state, nor can the state 
feel pleased by having to pay the salaries of re- 
bellious servants out of its own purse. 


But, as usual, the principal sufterer under this 
unnatural union is the people. In the name of re- 
ligion the state directs the spiritual welfare of the 
people in school and home, and in the name of the 
state the clergy extorts its enormous income from 
the people,-and this in a twofold way—first, in- 
directly as a salary drawn from the amount of state - 
taxes laid upon the people, secondly, directly as 
fees paid by the believing sheep. 


All other state officials must as equivalent for 
their salaries render their official services free to 
their fellow-citizens, but not so with the church. 
From the mere fact of her existence she is entitled 
‘to the pecuniary recognition of the state, yet, at 
the same time, for any service rendered to the 
people, no matter whether that service is included 
in her “ office ” or not, she demands extra pay. 

Only a short time agoit was obligatory upon all 
to be baptized, confirmed, married, and buried with 
clerical assistance, and even yet in many places 
people are obliged to subject themselvs and their 
children to these church ceremonies, if they do not 
wish to be denied their rights as citizens and ruin 
their private business. For every child baptized, 
for every parent blessed, the church demands cash 
or its equivalents. She givs no Lord’s supper, no 
death sacrament, she goes to no funeral, says no 
mass for the dead, except for pay. The begging- 
purse is always a-going. Every birth, marriage, or 
death certificate—which is demanded by the state— 
costs the poor a heavy tribute to the church. So 
far, all right, inasmuch as the clergy are but workers 
in the Lord’s wineyard, and hence liv on those who 
partake in the fruits of their labor; besides, the 
clerics must liv, and any workman is worth his 
hire. But if it is allright that the priest exact a 
contribution from each believer, why is he paid by 
the state also ? 

This question is raised every year in the Spanish 
Cortes, when the debate on the miserable financial 
status and the necessary cutting down of govern- 
ment expenses begins. The Spanish government 
treasury is yearly called upon to pay to army and 
navy 140,000,000 pesetas (a peseta is about twenty 
cents); to the clergy, 42,000,000; to education, 
9,000,000; while in England the educational budget 
is 150,000,000, in France 178,000,000, and in the 
United States 140,000,000 pesetas. Need we won- 
der then that the last Spanish census (1887) givs 
but thirty three per cent of the people as being able 
to read and write ? 

In this priest-ridden land the condition of schools 
and prisons is almost beyond belief. With the ex- 
ception of universities, academies, and seminaries, 
there is a total lack of school buildings. Even in 
Madrid, the capital, the schoolchildren are packed 
into small, cheap buildings, that do not come near 
the standard demanded by hygiene or pedagogy. 

For prisons there is a yearly sum of 25,000 
pesetas set aside; while for the erection of a new, 
and even from a religious standpoint entirely super- 
fluous, cathedral at Madrid, 100,000 pesetas were 
given ; besides, 500,000 pesetas were appropriated 
for repairs of different churches, bishops’ palaces, 
and parsonages. 

It is a well-known fact that Spain is always 
on the verge of national bankruptcy. The gov- 
ernment is always in arrears in the salaries of its 
minor officers, who, like the common laborers, re- 
ceive but miserable pay. There are officials who 
receive but $10 in monthly salary, and yet even 
these the government owes half a year’s pay. The 
court physicians—a corporation called into exist- 
ence under the most splendid auspices about thirty 
years ago—hav waited for twenty-eight years for 
their pay. Public benevolent institutions, such as 
hospitals, poorhouses, and orphan and lunacy asy- 
lums, receive hardly sufficient help to enable them 
to exist; in the hospitals there are frequently food 
and medicin famins lasting for several days. But 
the countless bishops and archbishops receive a 
yearly salary ranging from 20,000 to 45,000 pesetas, 
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and they are paid regularly, for the. magnates of the 
church do not giv the state long credit. 

Spain has but few railroads and good roads. In 
1885 it had but 35,000 kilometers (one kilometer 
is 11,000 inches) of roads, while France had in 


1879 952,000 kilometers. Spain has 9,000 kilometers: 


of railroad; France, 33,000 kilometers. But as an 
offset Spain has since 1841, when the buying of 
church property began, paid to the clergy in salaries 
the enormous sum of 2,000,000,000 pesetas. 
According to a concordat concluded under the 
reign of Queen Isabella II. (she upon whom was 
conferred, as pay, the papal order of “the Rose of 
Virtue”) no other religion than the Roman Cath- 
olic is to be tolerated in Spain, nor anything taught 
in the schools which is contrary to the dogmas of 
the Catholic church, nor any book offered for sale 
which is not deemed good by the clergy. Yet in 
spite of the concordat the Spanish constitution 
guarantees absolute liberty of conscience, the 
University professors hav full liberty to teach what 
they please, and the press is not subjected to the 
pleasure of a priestly censor. Just as the state 
has liberated itself from the moral control of the 
concordat, could it not also liberate itself from the 
enormous material duties toward the clergy ?—and 
this through one radical measure which would make 
all Roman concordats nil, and which ought to be 
strongly recommended to non-Catholic countries 
also, namely, through an absolute separation of 
church and state, such as is found at the present 
time in the United States, Brazil, Mexico, and most 
of the English colonies? [A separation such as is 
found in the United States is hardly to be récom- 
mended. All Freethinkers know why.—Translator. ] 
Religious corporations hav the same rights to 
enjoy, but also the same duties to perform, as any 
secular corporation. The clergy is to be supported 
by those who demand its service, and not from 
the state treasury nor from taxes laid on those who 
do not feel either a real or an imaginary need for 
having their “spiritual welfare” attended to. 
Hepwie Henricu-WiLHELMI. 


as eg ee 
The Sabbath and Liquor-Drinking at San An- 
tonio, Tex. 

The expected, the long-foreseen by the thought- 
ful, has come to pass. 

Sam Jones, that mountebank and slang preacher, 
was here last fall, and spread his gospel (?) to the 
tune of $2,000 for one week. Now we hav, as a 
direct result cropping out in this most beautiful 
city by the “historic Alamo,” a set of fanatical 
hypocrits who want to make it their business, by 
means of sneaking and “ways that are dark,” to 
enforce the Sunday law! 

As our city is of such a cosmopolitan character 
it would be hard to make the plea from the stand- 
point of religion, hence these narrow-minded pietists 
hide their bigotry behind an obnoxious law. 

Late trials of officers in New Orleans, La., for 
non-enforcement of Sunday law resulted in their 
acquittal, with the final decision of the supreme 
court that “if the law could not be enforced it 
should be considered a dead letter.” 

Some weeks ago a mass-meeting was called to 
meet at the Grand Opera House for taking pre- 
liminary measures in the proposed enforcement, 
but a guard at the door asked every comer: “ Are 
you in favor of the enforcement?” An answer in 
the afirmativ would be the pass for admission to 
the “ mass meeting.” Since, there was a committee 
of twenty-five, which had dwindled down to five at a 
later conclave, General (?) Fleming presiding. The 
embonpoint of this presiding genius entitles him 
to the position in prayer-meeting, where a long- 
drawn and pious countenance of the “I thank thee, 
Lord, that I am not like the other sinners or these 
publicans” style is in order. It would cover 
pages of only stale stuff to relate all the trickery 
resorted to, the long-winded prayers, “The Lord is 
with us,” ete. But taking the Bible as the inspira- 
tion from God to man, we find such an incongruity 
of sentiment in that book from Genesis to Revela- 
tion as would make Moses or that dreamer on 
the isle of Patmos blush in shame if they could see 
the construction put upon the nonsense accredited 
to them by these latter-day fanatics. Brother 
Fleming is requested to kindly study his Bible, and 
for a guidance to truth he is respectfully requested 
to note a few quotations from his “ guide to sal- 
vation.” l 

Gen. xlix, 11, 12: Jacob blessing Judah: “ Bind- 
ing his foal unto the vine and his ass’s colt unto 
the choice vine; he washed his garments in wine, 
and his clothes in the blood of grapes. His eyes 
shall be red with wine and his teeth white with 
milk.” 

Deut. vii, 18: God, through Moses, said to his 
chosen people: “And he will love thee and bless 
thee and multiply thee; and he will also bless the 


fruit of thy womb, and the fruit of thy land, thy 
corn, and thy wine,” etc. 

Now, Brother Fleming, as a good attorney, please 
color this from your God’s law to your own case! 

Deut. xi, 14: “That I will giv you the rain of 
your land in his due season that thou mayest 
gather in thy. wine, corn, and oil.” 

Deut. xiv, 26: “And thou shalt bestow that 
money or for wine, or for strong drink,” 
ete., ete. l 

This is the desired text-book of Brother Fleming, 
et al, for the children, to educate them in temper- 
ance and moral principles ! 

Deut. xv, 14: “Thou shalt furnish him liberally 
he and out of thy wine-press.” 

Deut. xxviii, 39, 51, tells the chosen people that 
their wine and oil shall be taken from them if they 
disobey God’s commands. This Deuteronomy 
recommends itself to the Christian temperance 
unions. It was certainly written by an advocate of 
the flowing bowl, whoever the “inspirator” may 
hav been. 

Judges ix, 13: “And the vine said unto them, 
Should I leave my wine, which cheereth God and 
man ?” ete. 

Thus, God, the “original Prohibitionist,” drinks 
wine, else how could it cheer him? 

2 Sam. vi, 19: “And he dealt among all the 
people, even among the whole multitude of Israel, 
as well to women as men, to every one a cake of 
bread and a good piece of flesh and a flagon of 
wine.” 

It is hard to tell what Lozier and Foster, of 
Iowa, or our Brothers Fleming or McClure, would 
hav done had they been present when “David the 
man after God’s own heart” dealt it out to all men 
and women. 

2 Sam. xvi, 2: “And wine that such as faint in 
the wilderness may drink.” 

This application has been good in practical ef- 
fects in Kansas and Iowa, when “fainting in the 
wilderness” has been the common occurrence, to 
judge from the thriving business of the drugstores 
in those states, for this was the Lord's prescrip- 
tion. ; 

2 Chron. ii, 10: “And behold I will giv to thy 
servants twenty thousand baths of wine,” 
ete. 

This was one-fourth of payment to the artisans, 
subjects of the king of Tyre, which Solomon, that 
“wisest of all men,” agreed to pay them for the 
building of the house of God. It may hav been 
specially blessed by the Lord and rendered non- 
intoxicating, otherwise it might hav been, in the 
words of “Brother St. John,” “payment in liquid 
damnation.” 

Now, unless God made a mistake when he called 
Solomon the wisest of all men (this temple was 
for that same God) it is but fair to conclude that 
God regarded wine as a legal tender, thus sanctify- 
ing its use. . 

Neh. v, 11: “Restore, I pray you, to them, even 


this day, their lands, their vineyards, their oliv- 


yards, and their houses, also the hundredth part of 
the money and the corn, the wine and the oil, that 
ye exact of them.” 

Neh. x, 39: “For the children of Israel and the 
children of Levi shall bring the offering of the corn, 
of the new wine, and the oil, and we will 
not forsake the house of our God.” 

Wine was an acceptable gift whether old or new, 
or whether tendered as a holy offering or for any- 
thing else. 

Psalm civ, 15: “And wine that maketh glad the 
heart of man,” etc. If the pious brethren of 
San Antonio will read the connecting lines to this 
quotation they may get angry at the Lord because 
they could not apply the law to him. 

Prov. iii, 10: “So shall thy barns be filled with 
plenty and thy presses shall burst out with new 
wine.”: 

Prov. xxxi, 6, 7: “Giv strong drink unto him 
that is ready to perish, and wine unto those that be 
of heavy heart; let him drink and forget his poverty 
and remember his misery no more.” 

Here are two verses in a book, the inspired work 
of, or written by, a wine-loving. God, which in 
themselvs hav led thousands to drinking; and this 
statement is only a very mild one in comparison 
with the facts in the case. 

Eccles. ix, 7: «Go thy way, eat thy bread with 
joy and drink thy wine with a merry heart; for 
God now accepteth thy works.” 

Song of Solomon i, 2: “Let him kiss me with 
the kisses of his mouth; for thy love is better than 
wine.” 

This shows that next to love wine is the best 
thing on earth. This is the opinion of most baccha- 
nalian experts. Solomon seems to hav spoken 
from experience. 

Song of Solomon v, 1: “I hay drunk my wine 


with my milk; eat, O friends; drink, yea, drink 
abundantly, O believers.” 

Solomon must hav been the inventor of milk 
punch. : 

Song of Solomon viii, 2: “I would cause thee to 
drink of spiced wine, of the juice of my pomegran- 
ate.” Is this metaphor ? 

Isa. i, 22: “Thy silver is become dross, thy wine 
mixed with water.” 

Isa. xxiv, 7: “The new wine mourneth, the vine 
languisheth, all the merry-hearted do sigh.” 

God punished his chosen people by cutting off 
their vintage, and if God regards the loss of wine 
as a deprivation it must be good to hav and to 
keep, notwithstanding the opinions of Brothers 
Fleming and McClure and the other saints (?). 
Verse 9: They shall no¢ drink wine with a song, 
ete. God punished them by taking away their 
wine on the same principle that the old Calvinistic 
doctrin teaches predestination—no matter how 
good a man be if he has been predestined to be 
destroyed for inherent evil in childhood, then why 
try to be good? 

Isa. lv, 1: “Ho, everyone that thirsteth, come 
ye to the waters, and he that hath no money; come 
ye, buy and eat; yea, come, buy wine and milk 
without money and without price.” 

Isa. lxii, 8: “The Lord hath sworn by his right 
hand, and by the arm of his strength, . . . And 
the sons of the stranger shall not drink thy wine, 
for which thou hast labored.” 

Revs. Dow, Stevenson, our own brothers 
Fleming, McClure, ete., might suggest to the Lord 
that: as wine is an evil thing and the Bible a great 
text-book of morals, the great stronghold of tem- 
perance, and so essential to the training of chil- 
dren; therefore, the Lord should hav said that the 
enemies of his people should take the wine from 
them, as the depriving of such would make them 
better and happier. But on the contrary he ranks 
wine with corn and swears an oath that the people 
shall hav them both. : 

Jer. xxzi, 12: «Therefore they shall come and 
sing in the hight of Zion, and shall flow together 
to the goodness of the Lord, for wheat, and for 
wine, and for oil,” etc. 

Jer. xl, 10: “But ye, gather ye wine, and sum- 
mer fruits and oil,” ete. ` 

Jer. xlviii, 33: “And joy and gladness is taken 
from the plentiful field and from the land of 
Moab and I hav caused wine to fail from the wine- 
presses.” 

Dan. i, 5: “And the king appointed them a 
daily provision of the king’s meat and of the wine 
which he drank, so nourishing them three years,” 
ete. 

God plainly implies here that wine is nourishing! 
The only argument that Brother Fleming, et al, 
and the Christian Temperance peoplein addition, 
may offer about these lessons, so opposit to their 
modern teachings, is, “ They were not written under 
inspiration ;” or hay the pious brethren any other 
shallow, empty excuses for repudiation of this text? 

Hosea ix, 2: “ The flour and the wine-press shall 
not feed them, and the new wine shall fail in her.” 

This is given as a punishment for transgressions 
of the law. 

Hosea xiv, 7: “They shall revive as the corn and 
grow as the wine; the scent thereof shall be as the 
wine of Lebanon.” 

There could not hav been much dislike against 
the wine if even the aroma of it was pleasing. to 
the Zord. 

Joel i, 5-13: Speaking of the plagues in the 
way of worms, locusts, etc., the meat and drink 
offerings are cut off from the house of the Lord, 
and thus the prophet says: ‘Gird yourselvs and 
lament, ye priests, how] ye ministers of the altar.” 

Will our fanatic revolutionists criticise these- 
into temperance admonitions? 

Joel iii, 18: “And it shall come to pass in that 
day that the mountains shall drop down new wine 
and the hills shall flow with milk,” ete. 

Here, again, great blessings are offered to be 
given in the form of “an abundance” of wine. All 
Hebrew prophets looked with favor upon wine and 
wine-drinking, and the punishment meted out 
was the one of cutting. off the wine and it may 
possibly be the wish of Brother Fleming, McClure, 
et al, to visit wholesale destruction upon the vine- 
yards and barley fields and upbraid the Lord for 
his mistake in creating them. 

Amos ix, 14: « They shall drink wine.” 

Micah vi, 15, givs as punishment the withdraw- 
ing of the wine and oil, etc. 

What incongruity when the God of the Bible dis- 
approves of the use of intoxicants while at the 
same time he is telling his chosen people that he 
will punish them for disobedience by destroying 
their corn, their wine, ete. 

Zech. ix, 17: “For how great is his goodness 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, MAY 6, 1898. 


281 


a et MS ERP A PS I SESS ES SE ETE EI PO ga GR EG 
ss] 


and. how great is his beauty; corn shall make the 
young men cheerful, and new wine the maids.” 

Rather a singular apportionment of his bounty, 
~ unless corn means something stronger than wine. 

Matt. xi, 19: “The Son of Man came eating and 
drinking. and they say, Behold a man gluttonous, 
and a wine-bibber, a friend to publicans and sinners. 
But wisdom is justified of her children.” 

The very opposit of this argument comes in 
Luke vii, 33-35: “John the Baptist came neither 
eating bread nor drinking wine; and ye say he 
hath a devil,” ete. i 

Fine contrasts, these! What do they teach? 
The determination for every man to think and act 
for himself is the fundamental idea of the great 
Nazarene. He wis no extremist for or against 
such total abstinence or temperance as our breth- 
ren of to-day would hav us think. 

In Luke x, 34, we find that the good Samaritan 
had a supply of wine for the wounded stranger. 

John ii, 3-11: “And when they wanted wine,” 
etc. Thisis the great miracle at the wedding feast 
of Cana and it was the “first” miracle which he 
performed, and was considered as proof. of his 
divinity by his disciples. He did this to manifest 
his glory, his supernatural powers and origin; 
either this is true or the Bible false. True or not, 
it has been the most powerful argument against 
abstinence; it has resulted directly in making 
drunkards, as well as indirectly in making hypocrits 
and Jesuitical sophists. 

Col. ii, 16: “Let no man therefore judge you in 
meat, or in drink, or in respect of a holy day, or of 
the new moon, or of the Sabbath days.” 

In other words, be your own judges in all these 
matters; submit to no dictation; be just and con- 
sistent to yourself. Wonder how the salvation 
and Bible Prohibitionists will put their misconstruc- 
tion on this quotation ? 

1 Tim. v, 23: “Drink no longer water, but use 
a little wine for thy stomach’s sake and thine often 
infirmities.” 

These few words in the Bible hav led to the con- 
sumption of more wine and caused more intemper- 
ance than any other equal number of words in any 
language in any book. 

E. ©. Walker, in “Bible Temperance,” says in 
connection with this: “We find that the Bible pleas 
for temperance are outvoted more than five to one 
by those in favor of the use of intoxicants. The 
record is an astonishingly bad one for the Bible as 
a total abstinence and prohibition work, and should 
put to the blush all of its worshipers and apologists 
who hav been so foolish or unscrupulous as to 
claim that it is indispensable to the temperance 
cause and in the education of our children. Both 
claims are absurd.” 

Thus much for the use of wine and drink, now a 
few words regarding “the Sunday.” There is no 
authority whatsoever as to the observation of Sun- 
day. Jesus never taught it, but on the contrary 
repudiated the Sabbath and never said a word about 
a new day of ceremonies and worship. 

“One man esteemeth one day above another; 
another esteemeth every day alike, let every man be 
fully persuaded in his own mind.” 

By the edict of Constantine, a.D. 321, the “Diz 
Soli” (Day of the Sun), was made the legal day for 
worship for the “sects of Christians,” to which 
Constantine had been converted after one of his 
campaigns of extermination against these same 
Christians. He had won a victory, and all his 
Christian prisoners were tied to stakes and coated 
with combustible materials, and fired to shine as 
torches at some of the nightly revels. Then at 
the end of these he got delirious, or to use a 
modern term, “snakes,” and had that grand raving 
vision, with “ Jn hoe signo vinces,” which has been 
so pliantly constructed into a glorification and 
sanctification of that murderer by the church. 
` Immediately in connection may be cited a part 
of this edict (see “Code Justinian,” lib. 3, title 12, 
Sec. 2 and 8). This is the first legal edict regulat- 
ing the Sabbath. It says: 

“Let all the judges and town people, and the 
occupation of all trades, rest on the venerable Day 
of the Sun; but let those who are situated in the 
country freely. and at full liberty attend to their 
business, for it often happens that no other day is 
so fit for sowing corn or planting vines,” etc. 

Dr. Schaff, in his “History of the Christian 
Church,” makes pertinent distinction between “ Dies 
Domini” and “Dies Soli—that is, “the Lord's 
day” and “Day of the sun.” They were the days 
appointed by a heathen tyrant, to Apollo (Phoebus). 
an imaginary deity. Sr. Ermo. 

San Antonio, Tex. 


Please renew your subscription and obtain an- 
other subscriber. 


Liberal Societies. 


The Newark Liberal League gave Mr. Reuben 
Rush last Sunday a hearty welcome on his first ap- 
pearance before that society. His lecture was in the 
main identical with his address before the Man- 
hattan. The critics were Mr. Bird, Mr. Rush, Mrs. 
Smith, Mr. Walker, Mr. Morris, and Mr. Brill. 

Mr. S. H. Wilder in his lecture last Sunday be- 
fore the Brooklyn Philosophical Association tried 
to show that the discoveries of science only go to 
show how true religion is. The lecturer picked 
Mr. Tyndall’s Belfast address to pieces, and showed, 
to his own satisfaction at least, that Mr. Tyndall 
made many fallacious statements. oo 

Mr. Rowley was as brilliant as usual. He showed 
the lecturer that “there were more things in 
heaven and earth” than he had ever dreamed of in 
his philosophy. The other critics were Messrs. 
Elwell, Nichols, and St.. John. 

The next meeting of the society will take place 
in the Long Island College, and Reuben Rush will 
lecture on “ Reason and Religion.” 


Mr. Reuben Rush lectured before the Manhattan 


Liberal Club Friday evening on “ Life and Death.”. 


Mr. Rush is perhaps one of the youngest speakers 
on the Liberal platform. He has been connected 
with the Boston Investigator for two years. This 
is his first appearance in this vicinity. In opening 
the lecturer said: 

« When we find a person who knows, or thinks 
he knows because he believes, a great deal about a 
future life, we hav generally found a person who 
knows little or nothing concerning this life. For 
eighteen centuries man has been so busy learning 
so much about his soul that is not so, that he has 
learned very little about his body that is so. Hum- 
bugged by religion, millions hav made this life 
miserable, and hav wasted enough energy in their 
pursuit of a rainbow heaven to make something like 
a heaven here. 

“We are told by the Christians that we are 
called into existence by an infinit, infallible God; 
that this God put the soul in us. What is the soul? 
We are told it is mentality, thought. I cannot 
believe that this mind, or soul, will survive the 
body when I know it does not survive a temporary 
disability. Will the Christian tell me where the 
mind of the man goes when he meets with an acci- 
dent and becomes unconscious? We come into this 
world and bring nothing with us, and I cannot see 
that during our stay here we accumulate anything 
to take away with us. 

“The true purpose of this conscious existence, 
which begins at the cradle and closes at the grave, 
is, according to the Christians, to do homage to 
God, through earthly agencies. How much does 
mankind gain by this kind of teaching? You 
might attend church forever and read the Bible 
until you could stand it no longer, and you would 
be no wiser. All we know in science has come 
from sources outside of religious influences. All 
that we hav ever got that is of any service to us 
has come from the broad road of Materialism. The 
Christian church has trod the narrow path—dark 
and dingy. That narrow road makes narrow 
minds. At every milestone of that road are heaped 
up the skulls of victims, who hav taken a ‘short cut 
to salvation.’ On the broad road man is taught to 
do his duty to fellow-men and let the gods take 
care of themselvs.” 

The critics were Mr. Macdonald, Mr. Wakeman, 
Mr. Gustafson, and Dr. Weeks. Mr. Wakeman 
praised the lecturer for his plain statement of facts. 
Next week Caroline Le Row will lecture on ‘‘The 
Plus and Minus of Life.” 


“The Ethical Society in New York City” was the 
subject of Prof. Felix Adler’s lecture in Chickering 
Hall last Sunday morning. The professor said : 

“There is a saying of Heraclitus that ‘the 
death of the gods is our life.’ Like most of the 
sayings of this philosopher, this is capable of 
many interpretations. One interpretation is that 
in the dissolution of religious beliefs, thought is 
concentrated on this life. 

« This ethical movement, if it has any significance 
at all, has the significance of a problem which is of 
world-wide importance. Our attitude is not that 
of opposition to religious belief. What we ask is 
that men should stand by their guns—hold to their 
colors. It is our desire to bring out, not radical 
ideas, but simply truthfulness. I hav been told 
that a lady who had left the church merely from 
lassitude was so moved by these lectures that she 
returned to the church. J was glad to hear this. 

“Truthfulness admits of gradations, so does 
falsehood. The latter is a concomitant vice. Its 
blackness depends on its companions. There is no 


falsehood greater than a religious falsehood; and 
yet how many people think nothing of believing — 
one thing and saying they believe another; or how 
many preserve a discreet and diplomatic silence. 
This wide-spread religious hypocrisy can be easily 
explained, but it is hard to justify. The reason it 
is connived at is that Agnosticism has set in. 
Every statement regarding things not material is 
not demonstrable, nor is it refutable. But it is the 
duty of the Agnostic to declare his negativ position 
to the world, irrespectiv of the results. The truth 
will make us nobler, though it may not make us 
happier. The reason some Agnostics giv for not 
telling their belief is that there are minds that are 
not able to stand the truth as well as they aro. 
This is misplaced kindness. It is true there are 
minds which are in that state of development in 
which religion is necessary; but to those whose in- 
tellects are at variance with their sentiments, the 
truth should be told even if sufferings are inflicted 
by so doing. The Agnostics are right when they 
say we cannot hav a scientific proof of things not 
material. But I believe we can hava moral certainty 
of ultimate things. 

“I hav frequently heard the Ethical Society de- 
scribed as a charitable society. Charity is a single 
virtue, and is but one of our many objects.” 

In concluding Professor Adler urged the non- 
members as well as members to unite in their 
efforts to swell the fund for the erection of a new 
home. He said it was absolutely necessary that 
larger quarters be provided. 

Next Sunday Professor Adler will lecture, by re- 
quest, on “Sir Thomas More.” 

m 


Sunday Closing Forces “Sabbath Breaking.” 


After discussing the question, “Should we work 
Sundays and rest Saturdays, that we may attend 
the World’s Fair?” the Chicago Question Club 
adopted the following resolutions at its last meeting, 
which were published in the leading Chicago news- 
papers: 


Wuernas, Soelf-righteous ‘‘frands” killed Bruno, 
Socrates, and Christ, and crushed progressiv thought 
with thumbscrew, rack, and stake; ; 

Waenreas, Centuries of '‘ Blue laws” fettered science, 
because its truths revealed their frandulence; 

WHEREAS, Branding knowledge evil, they close the 
World’s Fair Sundays to keep toilers ignorant and sub- 
servient; 

Resolved, That duty to posterity and ourselvs impels 
us to garner knowledge the World’s Fair now affords, 
and help dispel the superstitions ignorance that en- 
thralls mankind; 

Resolved, That we therefore should work Sundays and 
rest Saturdays, that we may attend the World’s Fair. 


“Hav landlords a moral right to pocket in- 
creased ground-rents?” will be the question dis- 
cussed next Sunday. 


Lectures and Meetings. 


J. E. Remspure is now lecturing in Kansas. 
forty engagements to fillin that state. 


Ar the Manhattan Liberal Club, 220 East Fifteenth 
street, Friday evenings, the program for the month of 
May is: 

May 5th, Caroline B. Le Row, ‘‘The Plus and Minus 
of Life.” 

May 12th, Dr. Lewis G. Janes, ‘‘ Darwin and Spencer.” 
; a 19th, Alex. Gustafson, ‘‘Our Labor Crisis—How 
o Win.” 

May 26th, Prof. Duren J. H. Ward, ‘‘ Social Progress 
vs. Human Inertia (Misoneism).” 


He has 


Mr. FRANKLIN STEER lectured twice in Newton, Ta., 
April 16th, to large audiences. Mr. Elias Moffit thinks 
strongly of building a Freethought hall in Newton on 
a business lot he owns there. If he does this, there will 
be two Freethought hallsin Iowa. Sunday, May 7th, 
Mr. Steiner lectures three times in Grinnell—morning, 
afternoon, and evening. Subjects: ‘‘The Principles of 
Secularism, or Morality Without Christianity,” ‘‘ Why 
I Do Not Believe the Bible to be the Word of God;” and 
**Popular Evidences in Favor-of Christianity Tested.” 


How to Help The Truth Seeker. 


1. When renewing get a friend to subscribe and thus 
save a half dollar apiece. 

2. Get your newsdealer to display it on his stand or in 
his shop window. Be sure that he displays the pictures. 

3. Get your newsdealer to keep in stock one or more 
copies, with your guarantee to take off his hands at the 
end of the week any that remain unsold. If he exhibits 
them the pictures alone will sell them. 

4. Take a few extra copies and circulate them among 
your acquaintances. On your request, we will send you 
back-number sample copies free. 

5. Leave a copy occasionally where it will be picked up 


j —in the train, in the factory, in the meeting-room, in the 


cigar store, in the barber-shop. Leave it picture-side up. 
6. Keepin your pocket some of our cheap tracts and © 
when convenient hand one to a friend. 
7. Geta new subscriber by persuading some friend to 
take it. 
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Letters of Friends. 


Calls It Good Food for the Reason. 
Reapine, Pa., Apr. 20, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: Your excellent editorial 
writing is the best food for man’s reason. 
I would not be without it. Wishing you 
success, Yours, Rev. D. Kurns, 


Many Years Spent Aiding Civilization. 
LIrTcHFIELD, ILL., March 22, 1898. 

Mr. Eprtor: I hay read Tae TRUTH 

SEEKER for seventeen years and I do not 

know how to get along without it. I am 

seventy-two years old, and I expect to 

read it as long as I can pay for it. 

Yours truly, ALEXANDER Rosson. 


Having Ceased to Help God, Let Us Help 
Man. 
Liywoop, O., Apr. 19, 1893. 
Mr. EDITOR: 

To your urgent request I cheerfully re- 

spond. Sos 
May all your debtors do the same, 
And thus preserve an honest name, 
While on the road to truth you plod, 
Striving to help man—not God. 

Yours truly, CO. D. WALLACE. 


Desires More Cnrrency. 

Lake HowErL, Fua., Apr. 14, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: Money is almost impossi- 
bie to get ; but I do not see how I can get 
along without THE TRUTH SENKER as long 
as I can raise a nickel. I wish I was able 
to help you, but I can hardly help myself 
at present; but the future looks brighter 
with me. If we could only hav more 
money per capita in circulation it would 

be better for the working folks. 
Yours truly, J. DENNING. 


Letter From a Man Not Fit for Decent 
Society. 
PARKER, Kav., Apr. 17, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: We hav just had a cyclone 
which has nearly destroyed our little town, 
and Iam here trying to secure funds to 
assist the homeless people. A friend told 
me this morning that I was not fit to be 
in decent society, because I said God did 
not send the storm, or if the Gods did 
they had better be chained up and let the 
women and men run the business. So 
much for religion. Fraternally, 
Wiser F, DALLAS. 


Imagin the Effect of Eighty Thonsand 
Ingersolls. 
Broogsrpz, N. J., Apr. 18, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: A few months ago I ordered 
a work by Helen H. Gardener, and Vol- 
ney’s “Ruins.” Both are good books. 
Inclosed find $1 for your valuable TRUTH 
SEEKER four months. I believe if we 
had eighty thousand Robert G. Ingersolls 
in these United States, instead of priests 
and preachers, it would be a very good 
change t2 the better. I hav read a num- 
ber of Ingersoll’s wise sayings, and love 
him. Yours for Truth, 
JESSE 8. CLARKE. 


A Gentle Lady. 
ELIZABETHVILLE, PA., Apr. 22, 1893. 
Mr. Evrror: If one more TRUTH SEEKER 
comes to this office for Dr. N. W. Stroup 
I shall expose your infamous publication 
and will punish the printers of this soul- 
damning paper to the full extent of the 
law. I MEAN JUST WHAT I SAY. 
If it COSTS me $1,000 I will stop your 
paper. If you want to go to HELL 
don’t try to @rag others with you. Let 
one more paper entitled TRUTH 
SEEKER come and I will set the ball 
a-rolling. 
If we hav any law against obscene tit- 
erature I will find it. 
Mrs. Dr. N. W. STROUP. 


A True Lover of the Liberty of His 
Fellows. 
Mr, Jackson, Va., Apr. 7, 1898. 

Mr. Eprror: I do not wish to miss the 
best paper now published, as long as I can 
see to read the good things I find in the 
good old -TRUTH SEEKER, so please find 
check for $5. Use for Tae TRUTH SEEKER 
$3. S.P. Putnam’s pamphlet, ‘‘ Religion 
a Curse, Religion a Disease, Religion a 
Lie”—send two of these pamphlets, fifty 
cents. And send two of ‘Crimes of 
Preachers,” fifty cents. Put the remain- 


ing $1 where you think it will do the 
most good for Liberty and Equal Rights 
to all. LEONARD WALTERS. 


Has Become Enabled to Refute the De- 
sign Argument. 

DRESDEN, OnT., Apr. 17, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: I consider your paper a 
wine of wisdom. Contributions from the 
pens of such able writers as Putnam, 
Wettstein, and the incomparable Inger- 
soll, etc., make THE TRUTH SEEKER worth 
more than money to any inquiring mind. 
I was delighted with your masterly expo- 
sition of the design fallacy, for never 
having read anything on the design argu- 
ment, it was hard for me to refute it. 
Being born and raised in the land of the 
‘unco guid,” and hearing nothing but 
orthodox slush, it is a pleasure for me to 
get rid of it. I would not like to miss any 

copies of the paper. P. F. OLARE. 


P. 0. Notice—Unclaimed Letters. 

Sr. Nıcmoras, Pa., Apr. 22, 1898. 
Mr. Enprror: The letter addressed to 
Jesus Christ, by Chas. T. Blackburn, of 


l Seattle, Wash., will no doubt some time 


arrive at its proper destination, as it has 
already reached Pottsville, Pa., and is 
being advertised by the postmaster there, 
which you will see by the following clip- 
ping from the Daily Miners’ Journal of 
Pottsville, Pa. 

Please help it along and oblige, 

Yours, R. B. Pratt. 
UNCLAIMED LETTERS. 

List of unclaimed letters remaining in 

Pottsville post-office April 21, 1893: 


Bauer, Jacob. Jessus, Christ. 
Bewley, Frank. Jamison, Charles. 
Buchanan, Edw. Lucid, Mrs. John. 


Encouragement to Immorality. 
CLEVELAND, O., Apr. 15, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find $3 for one 
year’s subscription for Taz TRUTH SEEKER, 
and for your temporal consolation the fol- 
lowing variation of an old hymn laden with 
comfort for the tardy : 


Life is the time to serve the Lord; 


The time to insure the great reward; 
But while the lamp holds out to burn 
The biggest rascal can return. 


A man through life in sin can revel, 
Steal, lie, and cheat, and serve the devil; 
And when life’s clock has passed eleven 
Experience religion and go to heaven. 

I offer the above as a fine inducement to 
aged sinners to leave Liberal bequests to 
the church. Yours truly, F. T. Ives. 


Sorry That Freethought Was Not Found 
in Youth. 
Miu Orry, Pa., Apr. 15, 1893. 

Mr. EpIToR: Tae TRUTH SEEKER suits 
me first-rate. I love to read it. Of all 
the papers I hav taken or read it suits me 
best. I am now in my seventieth year, 
and the only regret I hav is that I 
could not hay had Taz TRUTH SEEKER 
twenty years ago. JI was a member of the 
Methodist Episcopal church some thirty 
years ago, but I saw so much base, low, 
contemptible meanness, that I stepped 
down and out Brother Arnold, our pas- 
tor at one time, undertook to play Henry 
Ward Beecher with one of the sisters, but 
she kicked and the reverend gentleman 
left between two days. I don’t know but- 
that he was some kin to Benedict Arnold 
of Revolutionary fame. Wma. Owen. 


We Hav Converted a Printing-Office. 


OFFICE oF THE WEEKLY GLUANER, ) 
W. W. Ames, Proprietor. 
De Roytsr, N. Y., March 18, 1893. 


Mr. Eprror: Let me urge that, as an 
evangelizing move, you exchange with as 
many publishers as possible. All the 
printers who graduated from this printing- 
office—seven or eight-hav gone out 
radical Freethinkers, and able to hold 
their own fairly well in argument with the 
Lord’s people. I attribute their advanced 
views to Tue TRUTH SEEKER’S quiet work, 
which, if there be no other fruits, has 
been profitable indeed to these young 
men. I would trust any one of them in 
preference to the most devout Sunday- 
school scholar in town. 

Remsburg was with us one night, Febru- 
ary 6th—the worst night of the winter. 
The storm alone prevented a large house. 
Those present were more than paid, and 
his lecture, ‘‘False Claims,” carried con- 
sternation into the orthodox ranks. Not 


one of the six preachers here attended, 
though two of them hav ‘‘ done him up” 
since—on hearsay. A good lecture will 
be well received here at any time. 

The Methodists hav just closed a three 
weeks’ revival with most discouraging 
results. Only two converts were made. 
The ‘‘whipping-in” process was mainly 
used, but the listeners in general declined 
to be intimidated. The two lady evangel- 
ists stirred up anew the fires of hell and 
shook the unconverted over the roaring 
flames, but they barely flinched; perhaps 
they're turning salamanders. Ingersoll 
has so effectually banked the fires of hell 
that it’s hard work to get much service out 
of them now. 

Success to THE TRUT! SEEKER. 

W. W. AMES. 


The Long, Lean Finger of Christian 
Scorn. 
Rownzanp, Orr., March 14, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: I am the only subscriber 
to THE TRUTH SEEKER at Rowland. There 
are quite a number of Liberal-minded 
people here, but they are afraid to declare 
themselvs such for fesr the long, lean, 
skinny finger of Scorn will be pointed at 
them. 

The ‘‘sky-pilots,” however, find rather 
short picking in the orthodox pasture 
hereabouts. I do not know of their mak- 
ing a convert in this community in five 
years. Hoping that success may attend 
the grand old Truru SEEKER, and long 
life to Heston, Putnam, Charlesworth, 
Peck, and the whole army of noble patriots 
who are fighting for the right of free 
speech, free press, and free thought, I am, 

Respectfully, F. M. Kizer. 


Thinks the Sonth Very Chnrehly. 


Gum Rvar, Miss., March 20, 1898. 

Mr. Eprror: Hoping this will find you 
at your best humor—I am one of old 
Bennett’s subscribers yet. AsIwrote you 
before, I am living on an island in the 
Mississippi river. When Iam through with 
reading Tue TRUTH SEEKER it travels up 
and down the river, also my books I 
ordered from you. Here Freethinkers 
hav a hard road to travel. No longer ago 
than last week a follower of the meek was 
like to kick me in the mouth, in the city 
of Natchez. If our people try to improve 
this world they surely should start in 
the South. It is surely the most priest- 
ridden part of our country. 

Peck’s article of ‘‘What I Know About 
God” and Otto Wettstein’s letter to Mrs. 
Chapman are as good as any Liberal man 
wants to read Exon Gurpon. 


Phrenology vs. Christianity. 
New Yor« Orry, Apr. 20, 1898. 

Mr. Eprror: Inclosed are three names 
and addresses to which please send sample 
copies of your paper. The last-named gen- 
tleman is a Liberal but has probably never 
seen your paper. The second is the prin- 
cipal of the college of same address. To 
the first-named gentleman please send 
your catalog also. He and I had some 
controversy about religion last fall, while 
we were both attending a course of lect- 
ures in the Phrenological Institute on 
Twenty-first street, this city. The last 
thing he said to me about theology was, 
‘Any man who does not believe in 
theology is a fool.” At that time I was 
still a liberal Christian, but hav since be- 
come an Infidel in the broadest sense of 
the term. I spoke to him about Dr. 
Beall’s book, ‘‘ The Brain and the Bible,” 
and told him to get it and read it. This 
week I received a letter from him request- 
ing me to send him the title of the book, 
the price mailed, and the publisher’s ad. 
dress. I hava letter under way for him 
at the present writing, which will make 
him think. I did not become an Infidel 
in a hurry. I weighed religion a long 
time against every branch of science with 
which I became conversant, and found it 
wanting in every case. I hav gathered 
enough knowledge to know that every 
supernatural creed is a humbug. But I 
consider that my studies in this direction 
hay only just begun. I expect to take a 
very activ part in our cause in the near 
future. I am a young man yet, but before 
I am ten years older some of the Christian 
ministers will wish that I had never been 
born, Ishall use phrenology largely, be- 


cause I regard this as the most dangerous . 
science that Christianity will hav to deal 
with in the future. It made me a total 
disbeliever in God and the devil. And I 
shall cause others to become Infidels by 
its aid; Yours for Truth, Pærer Lzisr. 


The Morality of Christian Is Not Su- 
perior to That of Other Peoples. 


CORNWALL, IDA., Apr. 13, E.M. 293. 

Mr. Eprror: Inclosed you will not find 
money for books and new subscribers. 
Nevertheless I wish it could be so, for I 
hav been wanting a number of your books, 
especially the pictorial ones, for quite a 
while, and I hav tried to get you new 
subscribers, but money is too scarce, al- 
though property value is plenty. No- 
where does grain grow better than here, 
but on account of high interest—fifteen 
and eighteen per cent—and high rates for 
transportation, caused mostly, I think, by 
the plutocratic single or gold standard, 
we are hard-up people. We can find some 
fault, too, with God’s so-called infinit 
mercy. The way he handles the elements is 
very cruel, especially on the poor animals. 
This is a very late spring. Most people 
are out of feed, or on account of rain or 
snow every day making the roads bad 
feed cannot be hauled. If Brother Hes- 
ton was here now he could see horses and 
cattle humped up around without feed 
while our merciful God is sending down 
the snow and rain upon them, for a bless- 
ing, Ipresume. How would that be for 
a picture? 

I paste the pictures on cloth, using 
flour and water for paste. I then tack 
them on a large tree beside the road in 
sight of my house. It is a pleasure for me 
to open the door justa little and watch 
men look at those pictures. Sometimes 
they take their book and pencil out of 
poclet and write down the references, 
etc., and perhaps write over the picture. 
Here is one of their arguments: ‘‘ How 
much better are those nations which 
havn’t the Bible—Asia, Africa, the sea 
islands, ete.?” I suppose the writer 
thought that was astunner. I intended to 
refer him to the superior morality of the 
Eskimo, etc., but the picture was torn 
down before I got at it. Suppose you giv 
us an editorial on the above argument or 
question. A. L. MoFaruanz. 


Defiance Sent to.a Preacher, 
BineuamrTon, N. Y., Apr. 22, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: The following letter to a 
Baptist clergyman of Hammondsport, N. 
Y., conveys its own meaning and tells its 
own story. The writer takes this means 
of attempting to lead the reverend gentle- 
man into an open-field fight, where other 
than his own statements as to his ability 
to squelch an Infidel may be made. 

J. B. Swart, 
Bivenamton, N. Y., Apr. 19, 1893. 

Rev. CoLwELL Townsenp, Dear Sir: 
You doubtless remember that during your 
last visit to my place of business I made 
no reference to religious topics. I did not 
refer to the subject for the reason that I 
wished to avoid giving you offense, as 
upon aformer occasion, by the expression 
of a difference, quite radical, between us. 
It has lately come to my ears, from two or 
three different sources, that you hav 
boasted of squelching me in argument 
upon the subject. Now, I do not care to 
hay any further discussion with you 
unless other ears or eyes than our own 
may be enabled to hear or read what 
passes between us. If you hav really 
made this boast, I would like to renew this 
discussion in such a manner that others, 
and those to whom you hav made this 
boast, may hay an opportunity to judge 
for themselvs which of us is really 
squelched. I will discuss the matter with 
you through the columns of any news- 
paper th twill allow the controversy, or 
in any public place except a church, for 
in the latter I would not receive fair treat- 
ment or impartial hearing, 

I will herewith giv you an opportunity 
to begin the battle by defying you to 
prove that all supernatural religionsare not 
descended directly from paganism and fos- 
tered by priestcraft and superstition alone. 
I defy you to show that these religions are 
not based on falsehood and are, and 
always hav been, acurse to the human 
race. I challenge you to show that the 
Bible is not opposed to science, reason, 
and fact, and to produce a solitary con- 
clusiv proof that Jesus Christ ever existed. 
I will attempt to bring out points in the 
controversy which I will ask you to refute 
by facts and not by a brainless and un- 
satisfactory appeal to blind faith in im- 
probable things, or in things which you 


or any other man never knew anything 
about. Yours truly, J.-B. Swett. 


Who Will Reply What the Soul Is? 

_ WESTMINSTER, CAL., March 4, 1893. 

Mar. Evrror: I want to talk a little. I 
like your paper well Itis just splendid. 
I do not know what I would do without it. 
It causes me to think and investigate. It 
has caused me to be wiser, and richer, not 
in gold and silver but in reason. It has 
caused me to be a Liberal—if I understand 
what a Liberal is. 
free. But still I am a slave Iam a slave 
to circumstances. The men control the 
liberties of the people when they control 
the means by which the people liv. Peo- 
ple here tell me if I would practice what 
I preach I would be the best man in the 
world. I tell them I cannot, and Iam not 
honest, and cannot be under the present 
social system, because the present social 
and religious system offers a premium on 
sin and dishonesty. Everybody tries to 
get the advantage of me in business or 
in trade, so in order to protect. myself and 
family I hav to take the same advantage 
of others, so the strongest takes from the 
weakest—the result, nations of robbers. 

Now I want to ask you a question or 
two: 1. Has a baby a soul when it is born? 
2. Is not the reason the soul? 38. With 
the growth of reason is there a growth of 
soul? 4. If a man’s reason is large and 
good, and his powers of thought are great, 
it must follow that his soul is great. 
Giv me some of your thoughts on these 
points. ` 

In conclusion, it seems to me, if I ever 
did hav a soul it has grown within the 
last few years, since I cut loose from all 
the isms. The result—religion. binds the 
reason, binds the soul. Only Liberals hav 
souls. Your friend in confusion, 

R, A. MARTIN. 


Death of an Admirable Character. 
Lovisviute, Ky., Apr. 15, 1898. 

Mr. Eprror: One of Chicago’s noted 
characters—a man possessed of wonderful 
artistic perception and brilliancy of exe- 
cution, amounting to genius, a bold, fear- 
less, and unfaltering Freethinker, and a 
devoted friend of the writer—passed away 
Friday, March 25th, after a severe but 
brief illness. 

It was the desire of the deceased and 
his family that I should, if possible, make 
the funeral address and pay the last 
tribute to my departed friend, but, much 
to my regret, neither telegrams nor letters 
reached me in time. M. M. Mangasarian, 
the eloquent speaker of the Ethical So- 
ciety, kindly tendered his services. 

In large letters, ‘‘ Died in His Unbelief ” 
appears over the article in the Chicago 
Times of the 28th ult., as though that 
were something strange. Harris was de- 
termined that no professional orthodox 
preacher should ever desecrate his funeral. 
Tn fact, his wife and family were all Free- 
thinkers, and that is another case where 
the church could not ghoul-like steal a 
march on the Liberal dead. His death 
marks a triumph over the church. For 
every instance of publie record where the 
Freethinker on his dying bed sets at 
naught the scarecrows of the church 
rebounds against the manipulators of 
mummeries and weakens the faith of the 
orthodox and givs courage to those who 
are shivering on the brink of doubt. 

Harris. had many evidences of genius. 
His wit, irony, and sarcasm made 
him loved and feared: For woe to 
the unfortunate against whom he aimed 
his shafts of ridicule. His delight, above 
all others, was to entangle in argument 
some orthodox individual, and when 
Harris got through with him the said 
individual would not quite realize whether 
he - was, as the saying is, ‘‘afoot or 
a-horseback.” Domestically Mr. Harris 
was kind, indulgent, generous. Mentally 
Tam TRUTH SEEKER was his gospel, and 
he loved and revered its Editor. He was 
personally acquainted with Charlesworth 
and Putnam, both of whom he has enter- 
tained. 

Whatever faults he might hav possessed, 
Mr. Harris was, if a friend at all, one of 
the truest that ever lived. No higher eu- 
logy can be awarded any man than that. 
To Mrs. Harris and others of the family I 
sincerely tender my most earnest solici- 
tude in their hour of trial. Mr. Harris’s 


It has set my reason |. 


‘The circular started out in this way: 


controling the money; and you will see to 
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life was devoted to reproducing the 
beauties of nature and he did so with a 
master hand. Could any life be better 
employed? Honest, earnest, bold, de- 
fiant, and true to his principles, let us cling 
to the consolation that all that is good, 
grand, noble, and beautiful ig secure 
from the moldering touch of time. That 
every generous deed and noble impulse of 
the heart will be an inspiration for those 
he has left behind to emulate. 
E. A. Stevens. 


Accusations of Financial and Other Tyr- 
annies. À 
Oxanna, ALA., Apr. 20, 1893. 

Mr. Enitor: In Tae TRUTH SEEKER of 
April 8th is an article by L.-G. Reed, 
under the head of ‘‘Socialism.” Now, I 
will stop to notice but one point in the 
article, and that is where he brings in the 
mechanic who saves $1 a week wherewith 
to buy him a home. I infer from what he 
has said about that mechanic thathe would 
hav us think that if all wage-workers fol- 
lowed the example of that mechanic they 
would all soon hay homes, and be happy 
and contented, and we would not hear 
anything more of Anarchy, Socialism, or 
Communism. 

Now let us apply common sense to this 
subject and see how it would work for all 
wage-earners to resolve to save at least $1 
a week out of their earnings. Say there 
are sixteen million wage-workers in this 
country, and at the end of the year they 
hav each saved up $52; multiply this by 
sixteen million and you hav $832,000,000; 
but $50 is only a small beginning for a 
sum sufficient to build any sort of a home; 
80 we will let the wage-workers go on for 
another fifty-two weeks, saving up $1 each 
week and hoarding it away, and now we are 
getting along nicely, for we hav $1,664,000, - 
000, and the millennium is almost in sight; 
but, hold on, hav we not overlooked 
something? Our wage-éarners hav saved 
up about twice as much money as there 
wasin circulation in the whole country 
when they began saving; where the devil 
did they get.all that money? For we all 
know that before the end of the first 
year’s saving every factory in the country 
would hav to shut down, every store close, 
and the merchants be broken, for there is 
not $1 afloat in all the land; the wage- 
earners hav every dollar of it; but as Mr. 
Reed would say, What of it? it is allin 
the family. 

-Mr. Reed says: ‘‘The fact is that im- 
prudence and incompetence are the prin- 
cipal breeders, in this country at least, of 
Socialists. ” 

What does the imprudence and incom- 
petence consist in? Does it consist on 
the part of the wage-earners in spending 
their earnings? We hav just seen their 
attempt to economize, and lay by $1 a 
week to buy them a home, and they hav 
brought on the worst panic this country 
ever saw. Ifthere is not money enough 
in circulation in the country so that wage- 
earners can save enough to get them a 
home, what are you going to do about it? 

Here is a little thing that is of no conse- 
quence to the laboring peoplé of this 
country, for all that the laborer needs in 
this country is a chance to vote. Giv him 
a chance to vote for either of the two old 
parties and he is happy. 

In 1862, the British benkers sent one of 
their number over to this country with a 
circular, to propagate among our bankers, 
instructing them how to manage the 
finances of this country for the benefit of 
both the British and American bankers. 


“The war is going to abolish chat- 
tel. slavery; the European system of 
slavery, led on by England, is 
wage slavery; and we control wages by 


it that the greenbacks, as they are 
called, are net allowed to circulate for any 
great length of time after the close of the 
war, for the volume is so large that we 
cannot control them.” There you hav it 
allin a nutshell. The balance of the cir- 
cular went on to giv the necessary instruc- 
tions for slaughtering the greenbacks, 
and the work was finally accomplished. 
The greenbacks were burnt up, and bonds 
given out in their stead; and the good 
work went on till the great panic of 1873, 
and we hav been having glorious times 
ever since. 


The money power bought up the As- 
sociated Press about that time, and the 
Associated Press has been busy backing up 
all this robbing and plundering; and such 
papers as dare to expose the ‘‘cussed- 
tess” that has been going on in Congress 
from the beginning of the war to the 
present hour cannot liv for want of 
patronage. With the average voter a lie 
is just as good as the truth; and unfortu- 
nately a lie will travel one hundred miles 
while Truth is getting its boots on. 

From the time the bankers began to 
buy up Congress in 1862, Congress has 
been nothing but a political job shop; 
they hav stolen about all the public land 
and given it to the railroads, and exempted 
it from taxation;.and the American 
presidency has degenerated to nothing 
but a gilded dog-collar; and the money 
power and the great corporations own the 
president and Congress just as absolutely 
as any farmer ever owned a bull. 

Congress stands ready to grant any- 
thing the church asks for. It has made 
the church a gift of $2,500,000 with which 
to buy up and control the World’s Fair. 

“Damn the Constitution,” says Con- 
gress; ‘‘the public be damned!” says 
Vanderbilt; and thus the good work goes 
on. 

The next move on the part of the church 
will be to demand of Congress a bill to 
stop THe TRUTH SEEKER from publishing 
its cartoons, and other restrictions that 
will finally stop its publication; and 
Grover Cleveland is just the man to sign 
all such bills. 

The outlook is glorious; but let us keep 
right on trying to find a remedy in one 
or the other of the two old parties; let 
us keep dodging from one party to the 
other till—till—well, we will all see what, 
in the near future. Gro. QEER. 


Woman’s Votiug Would Be a Death- blow 
to Liberty. 


Howi0x, QuE., March 29, 1893. 

Mr. Enrror: Since the cause of woman’s 
rights is being agitated, I hav often felt 
impelled to grab my pen and sling out my 
opinion, but on a second thought hav 
always succeeded in composing myself in 
time to spare you and the readers of your 
tolerant paper one of those irksome tasks 
too often inflicted on good people; but 
after reading the last argument on this 
important question—produced by Miss, 
or Mrs., Laura Knox in Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER of March 26th—I am afraid I will 
hav to be heard at last, otherwise I might 
never recover from the shock received at 
the hand of this fair defender of her sex 
(I might say ‘‘church” instead of ‘‘ sex ”). 
She points her guns at Mr. Albert Sand- 
berg in her anxiety to shoot man, Mr. 
Sandberg was not the guilty party. The 
first objector to Laura Knox’s vote was 
one of her own sex, and she is probably as 
wise and certainly as honest as Laura 
Knox. She knows so well what the likes 
of Laura Knox would do with a vote that 
she is willing to sacrifice her own right of 
suffrage rather than let her less fortunate 
sisters ruin the country. Mr. Sandberg 
says Mrs. R. H. Schwartz, of San José, 
Cal., has won his life-long admiration in 
bringing forward her objection to woman 
suffrage. She has mine too. She is 
certainly worth the highest consideration 
of every honest man and woman for her 
honesty and abnegation. 

Mrs. Laura Knox’s style of writing be- 
ing so far ahead of her mode of reasoning 
givs me great misgivings as to her candor. 
I suspect her to be an orthodox Christian 
lady under a very poor disguise, often 
making a man of straw for the sole pleas- 
ure of shooting at something she calls 
man. She manages to ask one question 
worthy of some consideration—viz., If 
women are not fit to vote now, how are 
they to be prepared for that important 
function? And I fear the only answer 
will be ‘‘Emancipate them.” But I say, 
Do not be in too much of a hurry about it. 

Madam Knox might hav spared herself 
the trouble of denying that the clergy 
originated the idea of woman's rights, as 
nobody says they did. She admits that 
the preachers (seeing that it is to their 
advantage) are beginning to sanction the 
reform. That is all that anybody claims. 
She also very pertinently asks how many 
men are fit to cast a judicious vote. Very 
well, Miss or Mrs, Knox, we admit the 
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number is small—only about twenty per 
cent—but prospects for improvement are 
very good. But let the women commence 
to vote now and the already small number 
of judicious votes is reduced to five per 
cent and the prospects for improvement 
are indefinitly lost. - 

It is a notable fact that the great lights 
of the Woman’s Right party, such as Mrs. 
Colman, Mrs. Slenker, Miss Gardener, 
Miss Wixon, and others, hav not yet 
attempted to answer Mrs. Schwartz’s ob- 
jection, and if they ever do it will not be 
a corroboration of Laura Knox’s letter. 

They are wise, honest, andtrue. Their 
aim is not necessarily to overthrow their 
opponent, but to find out what is right 
and to obtain it, hence they will treat the 
objection with caution. But let me quote 
the last portion of Mrs. Knox’s letter: 
“The idea,” she says, ‘fof a writer 
calling himself Liberal when he is trying 
to prohibit people from making Sunday 
laws!” Oh, Laura, Laura, what do you 
mean by ‘‘ Liberal!” If it means one that 
allows others to dictate to him as to what 
he shall or shall not do on Sunday or any 
other day, I am not a Liberal and do not 
know where there is one. I hope you do 
not call those who do the dictating *‘ Lib- 
erals;” and surely those who tamely 
submit to be so dictated to are more 
properly called ‘‘ slaves.” 

Fellow-Liberals, just look at it and see 
what woman suffrage would do to-day. We 
all know that the votes of the ignorant 
women would all be in the hands of their 
lord, the priest, and those blessed (?) 
with orthodox learning would not only 
vote with the clergy, but by their ability 
and superior energy would constitute a 
power on the wrong side of the house 
that could not at present be counter- 
balanced by our (much wiser but too few 
in number) learned Liberal women, 

It is certainly a great injustice to deny 
the women the right of suffrage, but they 
are denied many other rights that should 
be granted first, and are allowed some 
privileges that must be withdrawn before 
they will learn enough of human nature 
to be competent voters. I say giv women 
the right to do anything that they can do 
that men hay the right to do, but they 
must in the mean time be made responsible 
for their actions, as it would not do to let 
them venture in any kind of undertaking 
and hold their fathers and their husbands 
responsible for all possible blunders. 

After some experience in personal re- 
sponsibility women may become com- 
petent voters, but giv them the ballot 
to-day and we may ring the death-knell of 
all justice and liberty. Laura Knox’s 
letter is a good sample of what would 
then be called ‘‘ justice and liberty.” 

Miss Gardener once related a conversa- 
tion she had with an orthodox woman’s 
rightist wherein she asked this good 
Christian lady if after passing the Sunday- 
closing act she would not also vote for an 
act to force people to go to church. 
“ Certainly,” replied she, ‘‘ people should 
be forced to go to church until they know 
enough to go of their own accord.” Miss 
Gardener very properly remarked that 
she instinctivly heard the clink of the 
chains of an Inquisition. If Miss Gardener 
reads Iuaura Knox’s letter she will surely ` 
hav a recurrence of the shocking sensa- 
tion. : 

Oh, what a power there is in early train- 
ing, that one imbued with an idea in 
infancy will sooner change the meaning 
of words than discover that the idea may 
possibly be wrong! 

It is hardly credible that one able to 
write such a fine letter as Laura Knox 
did should not only favor a law to enable 
a few bigots to rob everybody of their 
liberty one day out of every seven, but 
even calla man il-Liberal for objecting 
to such tyranny. 

The only hope for reform is in the 
schools. As long as all creed-bound 
ignoramuses of all religious denominations 
will hay the right to cowardly take ad- 
vantage of tender age and indelibly stamp 
in the minds of helpless children all they 
believe, reform must be very slow. After 
mature age is reached under such a train- 
ing hardly one out of a thousand has the 
courage to open his eyes and see things as 
they are. 

Yours for Universal Mental Liberty, 

Onas, LAPEROHE, 
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Ghildren’s Gorner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wrxon, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communica- 
tions for this Corner should be sent. 


“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
F When the night pi beginning to lower, 
mes & pause 1n e days occupations 
That is known as the Children's Hour.” 


Farmer John. 
BY SUSAN H. WIXON. 

John is a farmer, and hold; the plow, 
Planting the corn and milking the cow; 
He harrows and rakes and tends the grain, 
He digs and hoes, again and again; 
‘S80 faithful and true to every trust, 
I’m moved to say, and say it I must. 
That of all the lads the sun shines on, 
Not one is better than Farmer John. 
John is up with the earliest dawn, 
And catches the bluebird’s sweetest song; 
Through the pink aud gold of morning sky 
He inhales the clover’s sweetest sigh; 
He views the millet and scans the oats 
While the linnet sings in thrilling notes 
That of all the lads the sun shines on, 
Not one is better than farmer John. 
You should see the cows come at his call— 
They know his footsteps from spring to fall; 
There is Minnie, Grace, and Katie, too, 
Nannie and Bessie and dainty Sue; 
If those cows could speak, I know they’d say 
To-dav, to-morrow, and every day, 
That of all the lads the sun shines on, 
Not one is better than farmer John. 
Then the horses, Katie and Fan so neat, 
They know every by-way, every street 
From Bowenville to the market-place; 
And thsy know, also, each kindly face, 
And ofttimes ray with a gleeful neigh, 
Almost as plain as the words can say, 

“ Now of all the lads the sun shines on, 
Not one is batter than farmer John.” 
John has not time for dress and display, 
For he is a toiler every day; 
But, for splendid eyes and glowing cheeks, 
You may search the world for weeks and weeks, 
And then, you'll agree with what I say, 
‘That. although he works hard every day, 
Yet, of all the lads the sun shines on, 
Not one is better than farmer John. 
John is a thinker. a scholar, too, 
With faith and courage to dare and do; 
With a heart as tender and as true 
As the rose just bathed in morning dew; 
Manly and loyal, upright and free, 
Nature make3 men of such lads as he, 
And, I am sure that the sun shines on 
No worthier one thau farmer John. 
Jobn’s hand is brown, but is true as steel, 
A strong, firm hand, and its clasp is leal; 
It could never lead a child astray; 
But only straight in the better way; 
Andif you knew John from day to day, 
You would not think it too much to say, 
‘That of all the lads the run shines on, 
Not one is nobler then farmer John. 


—The Story Hour. 


The Monkey and the Crocodile. 


A Sree translation from a Buddhist fable. 

A monkey was one fine bright morning 
perched high up on the spreading branch 
of a cashew-tree, which was, however, de- 
void of nuts—so dear to the taste of all 
monkeys—and thinking of the time when 
another crop of the tasty fruit would be 
maturing, when a crocodile floated lazily 
on the surface of the lake beneath him, 
and catching sight of his form amongst 
the leafy branches of the tree, accosted 
him with friendly greetings and inquiries 
after his health. To these the monkey 
gave a cheerful reply, and very soon fell 
into a lively conversation. 

The burthen of the monkey’s discourse 
was nuts, of which the big creature be- 
neath him took advantage by dwelling 
upon the number and fruitfulness of the 
nut-bearing trees in his vicinity; he de- 
clared that the branches of the fruit- 
trees were positivly bending to the ground 
under the weight of the thousands of nuts 
upon them. This, of course, excited the 
curiosity and greed of the monkey, who 
at length inquired of the crocodile 
where this wonderfully fertil land was 
to be found, and what was about the dis- 
tance to it; how long would it take him to 
race thither, and anumber of other ques- 
tions, showing his intense anxiety for in- 
formation on the subject. The other 
assured him that the distance to it was 
nothing to speak of; at any rate, it had 
not taken him long to swim there at a very 
leisurely pace. Having thus whetted the 
monkey’s appetite for information, he 
assured him that he could not possibly 
find it without a guide; but that if the 
monkey would mount his back he should 
be only too pleased to carry him to the 
spot where he could hav his fill of glorious 
ripe nuts of various kinds. 


The offer was too tempting to be re- 
sisted, and smacking his lips in anticipa- 
tion of the glorious feast he was about to 
enjoy, he leaped on the crocodile’s back, 
and away the pair went skimming along 
the surface of the great lake which spread 
out before them like a sea. 

When they had paddled along for the 
better part of an hour, the monkey began 
to ask a number of questions of the croco- 
dile as to how much longer they would be 
on their journey, when they would come 
in sight of the nut-bearing trees, and 
other similar inquiries. At length the 


-| crocodile, no doubt feeling that he had 


kept silence long enough, assured the 
monkey that the story of the nuts was all 
a ‘‘hum,” and that the real purpose of 
his journey to his home amongst the 
mangroves was to giv his wife a much- 
coveted treat, for she had for some time 
past had an insatiable longing for the 
grilled heart of a monkey, and now he 
wae about to gratify her taste. 

This speech naturally took the monkey 
aback—in fact, it struck him ‘‘all of a 
heap,” as the saying goes—but so far from 
being disconcerted, he replied, after a 
pause: ‘‘Why, old fellow, did you not 
mention this before I left my tree? I 
can’t possibly oblige you with my heart.” 

“And, pray, why not?” rejoined the 
big swimmer. 

“Well,” said the ready-witted little 
creature, ‘‘to be plain with you, I left my 
heart behind me.” 

‘‘ Nonsense,” was the reply; ‘‘ how did 
that happen?” 

‘‘There’s no suck thing as nonsense 
aboutit, old fellow. It happened in this 
way. Iwas out last night late, at a great 
tomasha, and on my way got drenched 
with rain; and as I felt that I had caught 
a chill, I took my heart out this morning 
and hung it on a branch of that big tree, 
where you found me, to dry.” 

“What is to be done?” inquired the 
saurian in a despondent tone. 

“The only course that I can see,” re- 
plied the other, ‘‘is just to paddle me 
back to the tree.” 

After thinking it over a while, the big 
brute turned leisurely round and in due 
course reached the tree, upon which, leap- 
ing from the back of the other, the monkey 
sprang to oneof the branches and began 
laughing as though he would split his 
sides. 

‘ Go home, old boy, and tell your wife 
that she has lost a supper because you 
could not keep your own counsel. Ta-ta.” 

And the sulky old crocodile swam 
moodily away. 

MORAL. 

Keep your own counsel and avoid in- 
cautious speech. E. Dos Santos. 

Port of Spain, Trinidad. 

es e ts 


Correspondence. 


i DRESDEN, Inp., Apr. 1, 1898. 
Miss Wixon: This is my first trial to 
write to the Corner. Iam fourteen years 
old, and am staying with an uncle who 
takes Tou TRUTH SEEKER. I like to read 
the paper very well. My mother is 
living, but she isa Christian, but I am 
not. Iheard a Christian say that every 
Infidel ought to be hanged. I believe if 
people let such fellows hav their way they 
would soon run things back into the Dark 
Ages. Yours respectfully, 
: Evert PAGE. 
New Castre, Wasa., March 24, 293. 
Miss Susan H. Wixon: It isa very long 
time since I wrote to the Children’s Cor- 
ner. It was my birthday yesterday. I 
am fourteen years old. There was a 
preacher in this town last week. He came 
here to convert the people of New Castle, 
but he never converted. He told some 
big lies. He said he was once working on 
a saw-mill in the Rocky mountains and a 
pile of lumber fell on him at 3 o’clock 
in the morning and stayed there till sunset. 
Then God took pity on him and lifted 
the pile of lumber off and set him on his 
feet, then the lumber fell down again. I 
would like to correspond with some of the 
boys of the Corner. For fear my letter 
will be too long, I will close. 
Yours truly, Louis Newman, 
BERTRAND, NEB., March 14, 1898. 
Drar Miss Wrxon: I hav written three 
or four letters to the Corner, but con- 
cluded they were not worth the space in 
the Corner, so they went into my waste- 
basket. I take music lessons. We hav 
purchased a new home in Bertrand. 
They commence school here with prayer 
and sing hymns. The scholars laugh and 
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cut up during the exercises. I go to 
ehurel Ouse ina while, but do not attend 
Sunday-school. There are quite a num- 
ber of Freethinkers in Bertrand. A man 
at our house said he would not allow him- 
self to read any of Mr. Ingersoll’s writ- 
ings because he was afraid he would be 
led astray. His mother had always taught 
him different. Respectfully yours, 
Maup A. OLMSTED. 


[Maud need not be discouraged. She 
writes very well.—Ep. O. C.J] 


Coaztine, ALA., Apr. 2, 1893. 

Miss Susan H. WIXON AND FRIENDS OF 
THE Corner: As I hav nothing else to do 
to-day, I will endeavor to write again to 
the Corner. 

We are having beautiful weather at 
present. The cold gray clouds of winter 
hav given their place to the warm spring 
sunshine. We hear again the singing of 
the birds. The leaves are putting forth, 
making the woods green, and the flowers 
are blooming again. How gladly I wel- 
come the return of spring, with the music 
of birds, the blooming of flowers, and the 
warm sunshine. 

I hav been reading with interest Mr. 8. 
P. Putnam’s ‘“‘News and Notes” in TuE 
TRUTH SEEKER, and most especially his 
travels in Florida. From the description 
Mr. Putnam givs it must be a beautiful 
country. J think Mr. Putnam is a splen- 
did writer. I admire very much his way 
of writing and wish him a grand success 
in the noble cause in which he is working. 

I hav read Mr. Charlesworth’s letter in 
Tue Trura SEEKER of April 1st in which 
he givs a description of his reception at 
Gridley, Ore. Well, I think a Free- 
thought lecturer would meet with about 
the same reception in this priest-ridden 
community. A few years ago, when my 
father began to take Taz TRUTH SEEKER 
and speak his opinions, there was not a 
Freethinker here. Freethought had 
hardly been heard of. Now there are a 
good many around here, but the most of 
them are afraid to speak their opinions; 
but still there are a few outspoken Liber- 
als here. 

I long to see the mist and fog of ortho- 
doxy dispelled by the sun of science. I 
ever remain, ^` 

Yours in the cause of Freethought, 

ALTER R. WARD. 


ALEXANDRIA, EeyrrT, March 8, 1898. 

My Drar Miss Wixon: You will no 
doubt be surprised to see the above ad- 
dress, and also to receive a letter from me 
after so long asilence. I hav often wished 
to write to you, but I am now attending 
school and am very busy. This morning 
father got me up at such an unearthly 
hour that I hav half au hour to spare, so 
Iam writing you a few lines. The farm 
which father had rented was sold, so we 
made up our minds to go out to Australia, 
but on arriving here we were so pleased 
with the place that we resolved to remain; 
and now father has started business an 
all looks well. The weather is beautiful, 
the trees are all in blossom, and every- 
thing looks bright and spring-like. 

This is such a nice place to liv in—much 
more civilized than Turkey. Itis more 
European and everything well ordered. 
We liv next to the museum in which there 
are so Many curious old things, and a great 
many mummies. Mother and the boys 
hav been to visit it, but I hav not been yet. 
Here we are able to attend lectures, which 
are indeed a treat, especially for me, as we 
never had anything of the kind in Salonica. 
My brothers hav asked me to ask you to 
be kind enough to send them some used 
postage-stamps, as they are both collectors. 
And if ‘any of your friends want any 
Egyptian ones T could send you as many 
as you like. I should so like to hav your 


photograph if you would not mind sending 


meit. Charley and Henry both attend the 
French school, College St. Louis. I go 
to the Scotch school, where I am very 
bappy. Iam studying English, French, 
and Italian, and we are going to see about 
dancing-lessons this week. Iam so fond 
of it, I dare say I hav grown a good deal 
since I last wrote to you. I am five feet, 
five inches—half a head taller than mother. 
I mustend now, as school-time is approach- 
ing. Mother sends you her kind regards. 


Good-bye. Please write as soon as you 
find time. I remain, 
Yours sincerely, Daisy Surmr. 
oe 


An Ignorant Sire. 

Father (wishing to impress the lesson): 
“Now, my son, tell me why I punished 
2) 

Son: ‘‘That’s it—you’ve pounded the 
life out of me, an’ now you don’t know 


what you done it for.” —Puck, 
— 


Little Dot: ‘“‘I wish I was a boy.” 

Little Dick: ‘‘ Why?” 

Little Dot: ‘‘’Cause a girl always feels 
so wicked when she does anything wrong, 
an’ a boy don’t. Boys just goes right 
along an’ has a good time,” . 


GOLD. ~ SILVER. 


MINES AND STOCKS. 


CHAS. F. BLACKBURN,- 
Mining Geologist, Seattle, Wash. 


Special attention given to, the expert examina- 
tion of mineral properties in the United States 
and British Columbia. 


MINES BOUGHT AND SOLD. 


Precious Metal Mines a Specialty. Can 
furnish any kind of mineral property—Platinum, 
Gold, Silver, Quicksilver, Nickel, Comper Lead, 
Antimony, Iron, Manganese, Mica, and oal. Also 
Slate, Granit, Limestone, and Sandstone quarries. 


RICH GOLD AND SILVER MINES FOR SALE. 


Rare bargains in gold quartz, gold placers, and 

old-silver galena mines in Kootenay and Cari- 
Boo districts, British Columbia. Only a few 
hundred dollars will buy valuable mining inter- 
ests, a bonanza for afew thousand. Correspond- 
ence solicited; sampling, assays and mill tests; 
all work strictly scientific; investments carefully 
placed; bargains guaranteed; twenty years’ 
mining and geological experience. 


MILLIONS IN THE MOUNTAINS ! 
METAL. MINERAL. 
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BRAIN =» BIBLE: 


THE CONFLICT BETWEEN MENTAL SCIENCE 


AND THEOLOGY. 
By EDGAR C. BEALL, M.D., 


with a preface by 
R. G. INGERSOLL. 


This isthe only work of its kind in the litera- 
ture of Freethought. Its arguments are based 
upon scientific phrenology, and appeal directly 
to the reader’s sense of logic, and love of justice. 
It is eloquent as well as convincing. 


loth, 8. Addr 
Price otare THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


SUSAN WIXON'S BOOKS, 


SSL: 


All in a Lifetime. 
1zmo, 800 pp., $1. 


Apples of Gold. And Other Stories for 
oys and Girls. 12mo, 883 pp., $1.25. 


The Story Hour. An Exceptionally Hand- 
some and Interesting Book, Without Supersti- 
tion, for Children and Youth. The Only Free- 
thinkers’ Children’s, Story-book ever issued. 
66 full-page illustrations and 25 smaller; large 
type, heavy, toned paper, broad margins, illus- 
trated covers; 4to, 224 pp., boards, 91. 

Address, THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


Superstition in All Ages, 


BY JBAN MBESLIBR, 


A Liberal Romance. 


Priest,who 
renounced 
Christiane 
ityand Exe}. 
posed the 
Falseness 
of that Re- |! 
ligion and 
the object 
of the 
Pr esta 
boed. Pa» 
cer, 56 
cente; 
eloth, $7. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY. j 
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UCTION IN PRICE OF A GREAT BOOK, 


With the eighth edition of 
Winwood Reade’s “‘ Martyr- 


dom of Man,” the cost of 


production has been les- 
d 

— Mih | sened so that we can reduce 
—— = i 
Sag | the price from $1.75 to 


$1.00. 


" The book has had a phenomenal sale for so heretical a work, second only to Helen Gardener’s 


“ Mon, Women, and Gods,” and we give our readers the pecuniary 


enefit of it. The 


“MARTYRDOM OF MAN” 


Is a very interestingly pictured synopsis of universal history, showing what the race has undergone 


—its martyrdom—in its rise 


to its present plane. Itshows how War and Religion have been oppres- 


sive factors in man’s struggle for Liberty, and the last chapter, of some 150 pages, describes his 


intellectual struggle trom t 
the author conceives would be a religion of reason 


e animal period of the earth to the present, adding an outlive of what 


and love. The chapters are: 


Egypt, Western Asia, the Persians, the Greeks, the Macedonians, Alexandria. the 
W AR ,Phenicians, Carthage and Rome, Roman Africa, the Arabs. 


The Natural History of Religion, the Israelites, the Jews, the Prophets, 
RELIGIO Character of Jesus, the Christians, Arabia, Mecca, Character of Moham- 


med, Description of Africa, the Mohammedans in 


Ancient Europe, Invasion of the Germans, the Cast] 
Church, Venice, Arab Spain, the Portuguese, D 


LI BERTY ciri in Europe, A 
INTELLECT. 


Price reduced from $1.75 to $1.00. 
a , 


Animal Period of the Earth, Origin 
Summary of Universal History, The Fut 
Religion of Reason and Love. 


è 


entral Africa. 


e, the Town, the 
i] 9 y the Slave Trade, . 
lition in America, Materials of Human History. 

of Man, and Early History, 
ure of the Human Race, The 


iscoverers 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


28 Lafayette place, New York. 


Good Books for Liberally In« 
| clined People. 


The Last Tenet; Imposed upon the Khan oi 
Tomathoz. B udor Genone, author 
of “ Inquirendo Island.” Copiously illustrated 
with original drawings by Louis M. Glackens. 
12mo, 165 pages; cloth, $1.25; paper, 50c. 


Inquirendo Island. A novel. By Hudor 
Genone. 12mo, 353 pages; cloth, $1: paper, 
500. “This book is to me a delightful sur- 
prise. In my judgment it is a stronger piece of 

ction than Edward Bellamy’s * Looking Back- 

ward,’ which at times it reminds one of. Itis a 

merciless exposure of Pharisaism and hypoc- 

risy, which is so prevalent in fashionable Chris- 
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with the contemporaneous systems of Mosaic, 
Pharisaic, and Greco-Roman ethics. By Austin 
Bierbower. Paper, 16mo, 200 pages, 50c.; cloth, 
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orld. 

Evolntion and Christianity. A Study. 
By J. C. F. Grumbine. Cloth, square 18mo, 
75 pages, 80c. "Mr. Grumbine’s statements are 
sound and well ert. His book is the fruit of 
wide reading and investigation. It is a helpful 
one, is thoroughly interesting reading, and its 
presentation of the relation between evolution 
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‘í Crimes of Preachers ”’ 
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New Publications. 


Unless otherwise specified, all publica- 
tions noticed here can be had of Tua 
TRUTH SEEKER Company, at the price 
named, 


Tue RESURRECTION or Jesus. An Agnos- 
tic’s View. By Don Allen. New York: 
The Truth Seeker Co. Pp. 161. Price, 
cloth, 75 cents; paper, 40 cents. 


There is no book that we hav presented 
to the public with more pleasure than we 
feel in submitting this. It selects for 
treatment one of the most important of the 
alleged events on which the Christian doc- 
trin rests. This subject it givs the minute 
and exhaustiv examination that it deserves. 
It searches so diligently and penetratingly 
every path and line of thought on the 
question that one who reads it will need 
no further study of the matter. Every 
theory is scrutinized, every proffered 
explanation turned inside out, every bit 
of evidence weighed. Sometimes a Free- 
thinker with but a general and untech- 
nical knowledge of Christian matters, 
though he possess a wise and correct esti- 
mate on them is silenced by a clergyman 
who has had nothing to do but learn their 
smallest particulars and will perplex a 
disputant not ready with name and date, 
chapter and verse. It would, we suppose, 
be well if every Freethinker would so 
familiarize himself with the winutiæ of 
some one of the pivotal problems of 
Christianity that on that one, at least, 
he could meet any comer and pursue its 
disproof, step by step and detail by 
detail, to finality. As it is faid that a 
man should aim to learn something about 
everything and everything about some 
one thing, so we may venture to opine 
that a Freethinker inclined to spread his 
faith controversially should learn some- 
thing about all Christian issues and every- 
thing about some one of them. We may 
here and there pick out, among the dogmas 
of Christianity. one so vital to the exist- 
ence of that religion that the disproof of 
that alone is sufficient to discredit utterly 
the whole system, without any considera- 
tion whatever of the other phasesof the faith. 
For instance, once disprove the existence of 
a God by general considerations, by épriort 
reasoning, and we may neglect the whole 
of the other phases of our religion, such 
as historical Christianity, the annals of 
ecclesiasticism, ete. An equally mortal 
place, through which one may reach Chris- 
tianity’s heart, is the side on which ap- 
pears the dogma of the fallof man. Letit 
be shown that man did not, six thousand 
years ago, fall from perfection; but in- 
stead, perhaps six million years ago, 
started, from the imperfection of an ape 
or’ some such creature, on the upward 
course of evolution which has brought him 
to his present noble estate—let this be 
shown and the cornerstone of Christianity 
is gone and the superstructure topples in 
irretrievable ruin. If man ate no apple 
he does not need to be rescued from the 
consequences of eating one; if he did not 
fall he does not require to be helped up 
again; if he did not commit mortal sin he 
will hay to hav no relief for the punish- 
ment of mortal sin; if there was no Eden 
there was no call for a Calvary; no Adam 
no Christ. Another dogma as essential 
to the existence of the Christian faith is 
tbat of the resurrection of Jesus. If 
Jesus, the god, did not rise, no hope is 
there that the mere earthlings his believ- 
ers will be able to do so. So the point 
that Jesus did rise from the dead should 
be proved by Christians to the utmost of 
demonstration before they should venture 
to ask their fellows to accept their creed. 
But the author of the book before us shows 
that Christians hav not done this. And 
furthermore, not content with proving that 
the gospel account of the resurrection 
errs, he points out a way in which, it 
seems to bim highly probable, it came to 
err. He explains not only that the evan- 

elists made a mistake, but also the way 
in which they came to make it. 

The manner in which this is done has a 
peculiar lawyerly character, of which we 
can transmit no notion in words and 
which will hav to be perceived through 
perusal. The whole argument reads oddly 
like the forensic summing-up of a yolumi- 
nous case at law. 

We will note that the diction is the ex- 
treme of simplicity and clearness. The 
writer is a fellow of Ingersoll in taste for 
brief and plain Anglo-Saxon phraseology, 
words of one syllable. 

The conduct of the reasoning is every- 
where that of the most inviolate honesty. 
The lawyerly tone that we noted is that, 
be it provided, of an honest lawyer. 
Candor, fairness, and a sweet patience 
speak in every line. 

This book, important in its theme. in 
ratiocination sage and judicial, simple 
enough in style for boy’s reading, and 
warmed and beautified by a winning amia- 
bility, will, we believe, prove one of the 
most satisfactory ones to place in Chris- 
tians’ hands ever issued. 


Among the considerations with which the 
writer sets out, is the one that the belief 
of the Christian world in the resurrection 
of Jesus had its origin when the human 
mind was not so critical as it now is; when 
the human mind was more given to believ- 
ing marvels and wonders than at present. 
It became a fixture in the mind of Chris- 
tians at such a time, and has been handed 
down to the present day. Of even greater 
significance is the next reflection, viz.: 

tc Tf one weré to tell to an average Chris- 
tian that he saw a man arise from the dead 
at the present day, the Christian would 
think the narrator either knowingly told an 
untruth, or that he was mistaken—had 
been imposed upon by a fraud. But if 
you put the occurrence eighteen hundred 
years ago, then it becomes au actual fact, 
and it is sinful to disbelieve it. Now, is 
there any reason in this? Were people 
any more truthful in those days than at 
present? J think not. Were they any 
more competent to judge of the correctness 
of such a story than they are to-day? I 
think not. Then why are we compelled to 
believe a thing alleged to hav occurred 
eighteen hundred years- ago, when we 
would not believe a similar thing were it 
alleged to hav occurred in our own day?” 

The author next enlarges on the ante- 
cedent unlikeliness that anyone should 
rise from the dead That Jesus died and 
was buried we readily enough believe, for 
the like we see to be of daily occurrence, 
but to believe that he arose again is a far 
more difficult matter. In all the world’s 
history, no such other case is believed 
to hav occurred. It is against the ex- 
perience of all mankind during all the 
ages, hence it is harder to believe. On 
account of this difficulty in believing 
it the resurrection should hay been 
made plainer to the mind than the death 
and burial of our savior, but in the gospel 
story it is exactly the reverse. 

Next is combated the assertion that the 
age of the resurrection story proves its 
truth. But, interposes the author, before 
anything can be claimed for a story 
on account of its age, you hav got to 
show that free discussion of it, pro and con, 
has been allowed and cariad on during 
this time. Then if it has come through 
this time and discussion unscathed, some- 
thing can be claimed for it on account of 
its age. But if free discussion has been 
prohibited during most of the time, then 
the age of the story becomes a circum- 
stance against it rather than for it. 

A few pages farther on there is made 8 
radical affirmation which demands of 
the reader a pause for reflection. It 


s: 

‘‘The occurrence of a thing asimprobable 
as a resurrection ought not to be admitted 
unless it is proved beyond a reasonable 
doubt, and I will here remark that it is 
absolutely impossible to prove beyond a 
reasonable doubt anything that is as in- 
credible as a resurrection, upon the testi- 
mony of witnesses to a single occurrence, 
however honest the witnesses might be, for 
it is more likely that the witnesses were 
mistaken, than that such an improbable 
event actnally took place. To render it 
even probable it would require that it be 
susceptible of a repetition under different 
circumstances, and before other witnesses 
where different measures could be brought 
to bear to prevent a possibility of a fraud. 
If it stood the test of all these conditions 
we might then think we had a probable 
case, otherwise we would not hav even 
that.” 

Presently, after these preliminary con- 
siderations, we arrive at the introduction 
of the author’s special theory, to set forth 
which the book wes written. We will 
here transcribe this opening statement of 
the theory, putting in italic its vital por- 
tion for easy recognition and vivid im- 
printing on the mind. The author first 
makes the remark: ‘‘ Before admitting a 
resurrection the evidence should be so 
strong that it is absolutely incapable of 
explanation upon any other reasonable 
hypothesis than that the resurrection act- 
ually occurred, but if the evidence can be 
explained by any other reasonable hypoth- 
esis the unreasonable one of a resurrection 
should be abandoned as untenable.” Then 
the writer asks, Can we furnish such a rea- 
sonable hypothesis to account for the dis- 
appearance of the body of Jesus?” The 
reply follows: 

“ We think we can. We think we can 
furnish not only a reasonable hypothesis 
to account for the disappearance, but we 
can no doubt furnish the correct one, or 
one tbat will explain all the material facts 
connected with the disappearance. We 
present this as a theory, believing it to be 
the correct one, but if, when itis examined 
by competent critics, it should be shown 
that it does not explain all the material 
facts, or in other words, if it is shown to 
be untenable, nothing will be proved or 
disproved in reference to the resurrection 
That will remain as it was, and the only 
thing that will be shown by exploding this 
theory is tbat the writer was mistaken, or in 
other words, he was tracing another false 
elue. Our theory of the so-called resur- 
rection is founded mainly upon the Gos- 
pel record, and as that is supposed to be 


inspired it certainly ought to be good 
evidence. We think we can thereby be 
able to convince any unprejudiced person 
that the body of Jesus was by the orders 
of Pilate taken out of the sepulcher in 
which it was laid—that the Roman 
guards were knowing to the fact when 
it occurred—that it was secreted else- 
where in order to quiet the tumult that 
had been raised on account of the cruci- 
fixion—that it had the effect for which 
it was intended, and that is all there 
was of this pretended resurrection. We 
think the gospel history bears out this 
statement. What are the evidences that 
point to this conclusion? I answer that 
all the circumstances connected with the 
disappearance seem to point to it. The 
necessities of the time seem to point to it. 
The fact that it disappeared while sur- 
rounded by a Roman guard indicates it. 
There being no evidence of any investiga- 
tion—nobody punished—can be accounted 
for only on the theory that the body was 
taken away by Pilate’s orders.” 

The author next says that ‘‘in order to 
bring this matter fairly before the mind 
of the reader, it will be necessary to re- 
view the circumstances connected with 
the accusation, trial, and burial of Jesus.” 
Here he enters on that lengthful examina- 
tion of these matters which is, in our 
opinion, when once begun by a reader one 
of the most absorbing and fascinating 


undertakings in which a person can en- 
gage. owever our readers or ourselvs 
may desire to hav given here an exposition 
of the reasonings used, a more satisfy- 
ing account of the support which our 
author givs his position, it is obvious that 
it cannot find space. We will, however, 
make room for the headings interspersed 
through the book, distributing it into 
what may be called chapters. These, we 
believe, will giv a better idea of the con= 
tents than anything else: 

The Christian Dogma of Salvation. 

Difference Between Believing and 
Knowing. ; 

The Christian Belief. 

Why Was the Resurrection a Secret 
Affair? 

A False Clue. : 

The Age of a Story Does Not Prove Its 
Truth. 

‘A Claim that the Burthen of Proof is 
Changed. 

Our Theory. 

The Accusation, Trial, and Burial of 
Jesus. 

Pontius Pilate. ; 

The Indictment Against Jesus. 

Pilate’s First Attempt to Save the Life 
of Jesus. : 

Pilate Had Also Had Previous Experi- 
ence of the Same Kind. 

Another Sedition. 

(Continued on next page.) 
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f f em selected by lot. Each of the three 
then, in order to receive the book eet paid make formal app!' cation to Tineniy Foner haga ee masi 


On receipt 


ly forwa' ded. ‘'he1ames and addresses of the success- 


ful appl.cants, with the names of the books forwarded, will be anrouncedin LIBERTY, weekly. 


THE SOCIOLOGICAL INDEX. 


Liserty devctes its fourth page regularly to a department called The 


Sociological Index, ia 


which it catalogues from week to week the important -rticles on sosiological and kindred topica ap- 


pearing in American, English, Frenoh and other newspapers and periodicals 


1or sale st reasonable prices, t 


and offers these articles 


us enabling everyone interested in these subje.ts to know regularly 


what is being published upon them, and to easily obtain such of thi; teratu: y 
also catalogues the new Looks on the same t ubjects. arona ho maydo ire.. dt 


Send all Subscriptions and Letters to 
Benj. R. Tucker, 120 Liberty St., (top floor), New York City. 
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Pilate’s Caution. 

Pilate’s Second Attempt to Save the 
Life of Jesus. 

Pilate’s Third Attempt to Save the Life 
of Jesus. 

Christ Before Herod. 

Pilate’s Fourth Attempt to Save the 
Life of Jesus. 

A New Indictment Against Jesus. 

Pilate’s Fifth Attempt to Save the Life 
of Jesus. 

In What Language Was the Trial of 
Jesus Conducted? 

Pilate Shows His Authority. 

Pilate’s Ruse Proves a Failure. 

“From Thenceforth Pilate Sought to 
Release Him.” 

Pilate Makes a Sally at Their National 
Pride. 
` He Makes One More Effort to Save the 
Life of Jesus. 

Pilate’s Reasons for Yielding. 

Pilate Writes the Inscription. 

Pilate Refuses to Change It. 7 

One Other Example of Pilate’s Policy. 

Joseph Requests the Body. 

Pilate’s Quiet Evening. i ; 

He is Disturbed by the Chief Priests. 

The Unreasonable Demands of the Chief: 
Priests. ` 

Were These Guards Hired by the 
Priests? g 

The Number of Men Composing That 
Gaard. ; i y 

Pilate’s Conference With His Cabinet. 

Pilate Determins to Secrete the Body. 

Pilate’s Bloodless Victory. 


Pilate’s Motiv for Saati the Body. 
Other Things Which Confirm the 
Theory. 
` Pilate’s Seal. 


Where Were the Roman Guards? 
The Grave-clothes. 
_ St. Matthew’s Account of the 


tion. 
Why the Angel Sat on the Stone. 
Mary’s Visit. 


Resurrec- 


The Watch Reports to the Chief Priests. 


A Soft Snap. 
A Willi 


ing Victim. 
Angels. : 


The Burial Was Temporary. 
- Renan’s Theory. 
Another Theory. 


The Disciples 


The Identification. 
Those Conferenées Were Secret. 


The Resurrection a ‘‘Jumped” Con- 
clusion. 


The Ascension. 
Why Did Jesus Disappear? 
Other Strange Phenomena. 


The Chief Priests Did Not Believe in 


Resurrections, ; 


A Further Object in Starting that Story. 
What Became of the Roman Guards? 


The Origin of the Story. 
St. Paul’s Account. 

St. Paul’s Conversion. 
The Cause of Paul’s Conversion. 


The Orthodox Idea of Paul’s Conversion. 


Reasoning by Analogy. 


The Future Actions of the Disciples. 


Farewell to Pilate. 
Pilate’s Removal From Office. 


But the Removal of Pilate Did Not 


Better Matters in Judea. 
Pilate Foresaw the Conflict. 
Pilate Made no Report. 


The Trouble That Occurred in Rome 


Over Cæsar’s Body. 
A Modern Example. 
The Apostles’ Preaching. 


The Roman Governors and the Resur- 


rection Story. 


The Testimony of Contemporaneous 
Writers, 


Miracle-Workers. 

Other Arguments Answered. 
Is the Resurrection Well Attested? 
Inspiration. 


lieve.’ 


“Tt 


Conclusion. 


ere Deceived. 


FREETHINKERS PICTORIAL TEAT-BOOK, 


SHOWING 


THE ABSURDITY AND UNTRUTHFUE 
NESS OF THE CHURCH’s CLAIM 
TO BE A DIVINE AND BENEFI~ 

CENT INSTITUTION, AND RF- ` 


is Safer to Believe Than Not to Be- 


VEALING THE ABUSES 


OF A 


UNION OF 


OHURCH AND 


sTATE. 


185 


FACTS, 
HISTORY, 
STATISTICS, 


AND 
OPINIONS or SCHOL- 


ARS 


TO MAINTAIN THE ARGUMENT OF 


THE ARTIST. 


DESIGNS BY WATSON HESTON 


WITH PORTRAIT 
THE DESIGNER. 


The illustrations are classified as follows: 


represent Uncle Sam and the Priests. 
s The 


a8 

a Church Robbing the Peopis. | 
è oe Thanksgiving. : 
8 T Sabbath Laws. i 
m h Children and the Church. i 
eo Woman andthe Church. 

& ba The Church and Thomas Paine. H 
g oe Studies in Natural History. 
$ w The Bible and Science, 

2o * The Clergy and Their Flocks. i 
ł p Piety in Our Penitentiaries. i 
& ne The Atonement Scheme. i 
& nS The Lord and His Works. 

Ta 

ne Creeds. 
£ by Christians and Mohammedaus. i 


A most extraordinary publication. We venture the assertion that nothing like it has ever be 
if another one like it 


fore appeared in this country, and it is very doubt: 


shed, We must give the Truth Seeker Company the credit of 
At twice the price it would have beenacheap book. Artist y e 
signer is a wonderful success, and we judge from our own feelings that nearly every Literal ir 


2 represent Samples of Christianity’s Work. 


-g ma R a pa PA RT bot 
acors a ROM DO N a 


Missionaries. 


The Lord’s Instruments. 


Bible Doctrines and Their Resulty 


The Church and Slavery. 


Priests and Politics. 


Ireland and the Church. . 
Church’s Idea of Civilization 


The Uses of the Cross. 


Unkind Reflections on the Church. 
Persecutions of the Ch 


Some Allegories. 
Heaven. 


ell. 
Miscellaneous 


America will desire a copy of this most wonderful volume.—iFreethinkers’ Magazine. 


Mr. Heston deserves to be called the artist-hero of Liberalism. He has dedicated his genius tc 
f®reethought, and has done faithful and noble work for the cause of right and truth. But the pict- 
do not make up the whole of this volume. There are nearly two hundred pages of re 
matter that serve first as explanatious of the illustrations, and secondly as texts to prove the utter 


ares 


„alsity of the church’s professions and the hypocrisy of, those who uphold them. 


ook is one o: 8 
ands of Freethinkers.—[Boston Investigator. 


\ Price, board covers, $2; cloth, $2.50. 
Adrese The frata Seeker- 


POPES AND THEIR DOINGS. 


ACCOUNT OF 
Vicars of Christ and Vicegerents of God. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


FILE BINDERS. 


Those who preserve the volumes of THE TRUTH 
SEEKER need & File Binder, which we will send on 


receipt of one dollar. 


ured. 


) ever again be 
putting the book in the reach o; 
eston as a portrait-painter and de 


together the 
f the best weapons against Christianity and the church that has ever been put in the 


Full~Page 
Illustrations. 
WITH COPIOUS CITATIONS G4 


of 


Pan 


Fe EN Cats eg ol i 
INFIDEL cae 
DEATH. S.W. ae 

aS 


D D 
Etienne Dolet, George Eliot, Frederick the Great, 

i 7 Isaac Gendre, La 
Cy = 


Sand, Schiller, Shelley, Spinoza, Strauss, John 
Toland, Vanini, Volney, oltaire, James Watson, 
John Watts, Thomas Woolston. 
08. 25 cents. dress 
THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
A SHORT 
HISTORY OF THE BIBLE, 
BEING 


A Popular Account of the Formation and Development 
of the Canon. 


By BRONSON D. KEELER, 


Contents: The Hebrew Canon. The New Tes- 
tament. The Early Controversies. The Books at 
First Not Considered Inspired. Were the Fathers 
Competent? The Fathers Quoted as *cripture 
Books Which are Now Called Apocryphal. The 
Heretics. The Christian Canon. 

Paper, 50 cents: cloth. 75 cents. 


SCIENCE VS. RELIGION, 


OR, THE 
Conflict between Reason and Superstition, 
By T. C. WIDDICOMBE, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


Price, 10 cents. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


IRON-CLAD AND MANNA SERIES, 


IRON-CLAD SERIES. 


2 Secular Res 
4 Influence oF 


10 Epidemic Delusions. 
11 Philosoph: 


Were 
Charles Bradlaughb.........esgeesereseeeees 
16 Why Do Men Starve? Charles Bradlaugh.. 
18 A Plea for Atheism., Charles Bradlaugh... 1 
19 Large or Small Families? A, Holyoake..... 
20 Superstitio:: Displayed, with a Letter of 
iliam Pitt. Austin Holyoake,...... 
21 Defense of Secnlar Principles. C. Watt 
22 Is the Bible Reliable? Charles Watts....... 
23 The Christian Deity. Charles Watts.. ..... 
24 Moral Value of th. Bible. Charles Watts.... 
25 Freethought and Mod. Progress. Waits.... 
26 Christianity: Its Nature aud Influence on 
ivilization. Charles Watts 
28 Thoughts on Atheism. Austin Holroake... 
29 Is there a Moral Governor of the Universe? 
Austin Holyoake........ s ee 5 
80 Philosophy of Secularism. Charles Watte.. 5 
88 Is There a God? Charles Bradlauch........ 5 
39 Labor’s Prayer. Charles Bradlaugh sa 5 
40 toverty: Its Cause and Cure., . 
42 Science and Bible Antagonisti». 


To ono RONN 


43 Christian Scheme of Redemption. C. Watts 5 
5 
10 


44 Logic of Death: or, Why Sh uld the Atheist 
ear to Die? by G. J. Holyoake.......... 

47 Poverty: Its Effects on the Politieal Condi 
tion of the People. Charles Bradlaugh.. 


MANNA SERIES. 


1 Original Manna for “ God’s Chosen.”. ...... 
3 New Life of David. Charles Bradlaugh 
5 20) Questions Without Answers.... 
6 Dialogue between a Christian Mi 

nd a Chinese Mandarin................++: 10 


ake .. 

9 New Life of Jonah. Chas. Bradlaugh. 
10 A Few Words about the Devil 
11 New Tife of Jacob.............csee seen ceeees 5 
12 Daniel, the Dreamer. Austin Holyoake..... 10 
13 Specimen of the Bible: Esther. olyoake. 10 
14 Acts of the Apostles: A Farce. A.H . .. 1 
15 Lu‘ticrons Aspects of Christianity. A.H 


16 Twelve Apostles. Charles Bradlaugh 5 
17 Who Was Jesus Christ? C. Bradlaugh 5 
18 What Did Jesus Teach? C. Bradlaugh.. 5 


19 New Life of Abraham. Charles Bradlaugh. 5 
20 New Life of Moses. Charles Bradlaugh .... 5 
21 A Secular Prayer. Holyoake. Per doz..... 10 


On orders for Iron-Clad and Manna we will send 
$1.10 worth for $1; $2.50 worth for $2; $5 worth 
for #3, and $10 worth for $5. 


$1.50 will now buy a reliable AMER! 
CAN WATCH in strongGOLD PLATED 
Dust Proof Case, Will not vary a min- “Y 

ute in 80 days; Is ag durable as any watch RYH 
made. FULLY GUARANTEED. oH 
Ithas AMERICAN patent lever MOVEMENT, & 


ROBERT H. INGERSOLL & BRO., ~ 
65 CORTLANDT ST., NEW YORK CITY. 


CHEAP EDITION. 


Travels in Faith. 


By OAPT. ROBERT 0. ADAMS. 


Being the story of his mental journey from 
orthodoxy to Rationalism. 


Price, paper, 25 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Is Controversy Dangerous? 


By W. F. JAMIESON. 


This little book goes down to the very bed- 
rock of human liberty. 


Price, A - c B 
Address 


; 25 cents. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


The Colonel Ingersoll Souvenir, 


THE MOST ARTISTIC SPOON MADE. 
STERLING SILVER, MASSIVE, BEAUTIFUL. 


Given Away. 


In order to introduce this most artistic of all 
Souvenirs, I shall present to all patrons who favor 
me with au order for goods, to the amount of 
$20, one of the above spoons, my price $2.50, but 
guaranteed a finer spoon than sold elsewhere for 
$3 And for every additional! $20, an additional 
spoon. Or with an order for $10 worth of goods 
I wiil supply the spoon for $1. 


THE INGERSOLL SOUVENIR 


Is made in the following variety: 


Tea Spoons, { Oxidized. } each $2.50 
10 ounces ver doz., 
s AS { Oxidized, “3.00 
14 ounces per doz., 
Oxidized, 
i “ gilt bowl, * 3.00 
10 ounces per cloz., 
Oxidized, 
“ t sectional gilt, “3.50 
10 ounces per doz., 
Orange ‘* Oxidized, plain bowl, 25 
oe “ oe gilt “u LIS 3.25 
Sugar " satin “ “3.00 
s6 (13 gilt ty Ty 3.50 
The 


250 Tea is also supplie1 etched in bowl, 
“The Time To Be Happy Le Now,” or other mot- 
toes, or names. for fifty cents extra. Parties en- 
titled to spoons may, upon paying difference in 
price, select any other spoon from above list, 
y stock embraces everything usually kept in 

first class jewelry stores. Diamonds guaranteed 
20 per cent below regular niarket price. Watches 
of every description, Chains, Rings, Necklaces, 
Jewelry, Silver and Plated Ware, ptical Goods 
Ba ‘ges, Gold Pins, Etc. And $1,000 will be paid 
for proof that I hav advanced my prices above 
lowest prices published in any of my latest price- 
ists, on account of the above liberal offer. 

(If Freethought Badges are preferred the $2.50 
may be so applied.) 


OTTO WETTSTEIN, 
(Established 1857) Rochelle, IL., 
Designer, of The, Perfected “Otto Wettstein ” 
Watch: tbe Beautiful Ingersoll Spoon; the Popu- 


lar Freethought Badge. 
end for pricelists, cards in colors and gold of 


badge, tracts, etc., free. 
OBTAINED, 
SURE SR A 


PATENTS Seer 


Thirty-five years’ experience Exrminations and je. 
ports free. Prompt attention, Send Drawing and dẹ 
Seription to L. Baser & CO.. Atty’s. Washington, Dw 


THE NOTED SPECIA 
For Men Only, 


Is a physician of a wide and extensive practice, 
and his remedies are of the best. The Doctor 
treats all those peculiar diseases of young and 
middle-aged men, as the result of youthful errors 
and excesses, causing Harly Decay, Loss of Man- 
hood, Wasting Discharges, Varicocele, Mental 
ond, Physica Debility, Idiocy, Insanity, and 
eath. 

To those afflicted and who are desirous of being 
cured a booklet of some 38 pages will be sent to 
their address for ten cents, sealed in a plain 
envelope, giving Causes and Symptoms of the 
Complaint and ® description of the Doctor’s im- 
portant medical discovery—an Outward Applica- 

ion—a positive cure—the only remedy of the 
kind in existence—with evidences of suocess. 
dress, DR. R. P. FELLOWS, 
te Ye _ Vineland, N. J. 
And say you saw this advertisement in THE 
TRUTH SEEKER. : 
Dr. Fellows is an Infidel 
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A GENTLE REMINDER. 


“A Digest of Science.” 


THE DYNAMIC THEORY OF LIFE AND MIND: 


An attempt to show that all Organic Beings are both Con- 
structed and Operated by the Dynamic Agencies 
of their respective Environments, 


“« 


By JAMES B. ALEXANDER. 


Over 400 illustrations, 87 chapters, 1,067 pages, and a 3-column index of 11 pages. 
Price, express prepald by us, only $2.75. 


This work endeavors to embrace the field covered by thousands of books, such as those of the 
“ Humboldt Library of Science,” the “International Scientific Series,” ete., by bringing together, in 
simple and direct form, with proper correspondence between them, all of the known factors con- 
tributing toward the origin and evolution of organic beings. 


THEN BEAD A CHAPTER OR VERSE DAILY FROM THIS BIBLE OF 
` BCIENOE ! 
It is entertaining as well as enlightening, and will lead you to *‘worth-ship” (worship) nature 
—t. e., appreciate the worth of the Universal Mother. 
You must own this book some day: why not NOW? 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Thomas Paine’s Works. 


% 


Do you wish to be well tnformed? 


Age of Reason. Pap., Z5c.. 
6 copies for $1; clo., 50c. ` 

Age of Reason and Examina. 
ion of the Prophecies 
Pap., 40c.;_clo., 75. 

Apostle of Political and Re- 
igious Liberty. (Life.) By 
J. E. Remsburg. Portrait. Pap. 

Common Sense. Written ix 
1776. 


15c. 
Crisis. Written During Am 
Revolution. Pap., 40c.; clo., 75c. 
Great Works. 8vo. 800 pp.. 
clo., $3; leather, $4; morocce 
gilt edges, $4.50. 
Life of. By J. E. Remsburg 


x, 50C. 

With Remarks ot 
Comte and Rousseau. By © 
Blanchard. Pap., 40c.; clo., with 
portrait, 60c., 

Life of. With Explanatory 
Observations. By G. Vale. Por- 
trait. $L 

Lithograph of. Heavy plate 
paper, 22x28, $1. ai 

Political and Religious Re- 
former. By B. F. Under- 
wood. 10c. 

Political Works: ‘‘ Common 
Bense,” “Crisis,” “Rights of 
Man.” $1.50. 

Rights of Man. Answer to 
Burke's Attack on French Revo- 
lution. Pap., 40c.; clo., 7c. | 

Testimonials to His Merits. 
Compiled by J. N. Moreau. 10c. 

Theological Works: ‘‘Age of 
Reason,” * Examination of Proph. 
ecies,” etc., with Life of Paine 
and steel port. $1.50. 

Vindication of. Reply toN. Y. 
Observer. By R.G.Ingersoll. 10c 


50c.; clo., 75C. 


Address The Truth Seeker Company. 


EAGLE BRAND. 


——THE BEST—— 


ROOFING 


Is unequaled for house, barn, factory, or out- 
buildings, and costs half the price of shingles, 
tin, or iron. It is ready for use. and is easily ap- 
plied by anyone. Send stamp for samples, and 
state size of roof. 

EXCELSIOR PAINT AND ROOFING CO., 
Dept. 10, 155 Duane St., New York. 
13t18 


“oor “RELL 


From Things heard and seen in the Spiritual World, by ` 


EMANUEL SWEDENBORG; 
THE LAST JUDCMENT, 


as witnessed by him in 1757- 


Both books (the first in cloth 375 pp. and the second in paper 
108 pp.) sent by mail for (tees Address exactly 


Am. Swedenborg Printing & Publishing Society, 
Dept. ‘+ A.2? 20 COOPER UNION, N. Y. CITY. 
6teow17 


~ ACENTS WANTED. 


We want agents to sell our rare Mexican Cactus 
and Coins; wilt send three different kinds of 
samples for $1, and one coin with each order. 

Address TEXAS CACTUS COMPANY, 

' H. G. STILLWELL, Manager, 
208 San Antonio St., 
El Paso, Texas. 


THE SABBATH 
4 © 
By M. FARRINGTON, 
A Thorough Examination and Ref- 
utation of the Claims of the 


Sabbatarians. 
Price, - = = = . 


4t17 


20 eonts. 


MEDICAL. 


If you need a medicine pay attention to some- 
thing which will cure you. Itis knownas 


The Water of Life, 


and is adapted to curing, more especially, all 
forms of Stomach, Liver. Kidney, and Bladder 
troubles. By injecting this water it will heal all 
sorts of inflammations of the internal organs, such 
eases as Piles, Typhoid and other fevers Bowel 
diseases, Uterine and other forms of Female 
Complaints. It is a Blood cure. and is an ex- 
cellent remedy for Catarrh and Lung and Throat 
inflammations. It will heal the nerves, restorin 
lost vigor of mind and body, creating a goo 
appetite and producing sound sleep. It acts 
steadily upon the urine, cleansing the blood by 
means of the kidneys, and acts mildly upon the 
bowels, thereby producing bodily habits which 
are so essential to good health. This 


Water of Life 


is sold absolutely pure, as it is pumped from 
the spring, without the addition of any drug 
whatever. Itis Nature's Remedy, pure and sim- 
ple, and nota manufactured article. The uccess 
it has achieved has come mostly from its friends 
who hav been cured by using it. Send for a 
pamphlet free, containing photo-engraved let- 
ters and recommendations from those who have 
used it, giving a forty-page history and all par- 
ticulars about this remarkable water, to 


J. R. PERRY, Manager, 
34 South Main Street, Wilkesbarre, Pa. 
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Jfews of the (Deck. 


Ture hav been riots between Catholics 
and Orangemen in Belfast and other Irish 
towns. 2 


Mayor Ranxrn of Elizabeth, N. J., has’ 
ordered the chief of police to close candy 
and cigar stores Sundays. 


None of the great sovereigns of the 
world will visit the World’s Fair. Indeed, 
steamship companies report little increase 
in passenger traffic. 


Cuiwamen in the United States hay 
been excused from supplying photographs 
of themselvs, and are not even coming 
forward to make the registry still de- 
manded. 


In Jersey City, N. J., young hoodlums 
broke into a Jewish synagog and aid 
damage to the cost of $2,000, but politi- 
cians and a Catholic priest prevented legal 
punishment. 


Fami is destroying uncounted numbers 
in God-loved but nevertheless very desti- 
tute Russia. In the government (i. e., 
province) -of Perm, people are dying by 
the hundreds. In some villages endeavor 
to bury the dead has ceased. 


Tax Presbyterian minister of Ecele- 
fechan, Carlyle’s nativ place, has excused 
himself for notsending in a report on ‘‘ the 
religion and morals” of his parishioners 
on the ground that ‘‘there is neither re- 
ligion nor morals in the district.” 


THE report of the Chicago health depart- 
ment shows the value of sanitation. Dur- 
ing six years the mortality from typhoid 
fever has been reduced 35 per cent; that 
from all preventable diseases, 22 per cent. 
The total death-rate of Chicago in 1892 was 
lower than that of any other city of its 
size in the world. 


Ar the Troy, N. Y., presbytery Rev. T. 
P. Sawin startled his hearers by saying: 
“I do not like the idea of Calvinisin. 
Calvin was a murderer and a scoundrel. 
He said many good things and these I 
will accept, but the church should be an 
exponent of the gospel and not of Calvin- 
ism.” 


_ Tus people of Dennisville, N. J., are to 
organize a law and order society for the 
purpose of making the Jews from the 
‘Woodbine, the Baron Hirsch colony, show 
proper respect for Sunday. Many of the 
Hebrews of the colony are accustomed to 
chop and haul wood on Sunday and bring 
their carts and wagons through Dennis- 
ville, much to the scandal of the villagers. 


Moraan, ex-national commissioner of 
Indian schools, whose term expired on the 
ist, and who was appointed by Harrison 
and hated by Catholics, has become cor- 
responding secretary of the American 
Baptist Home Mission Society, and in 
addresses to church meetings condemns 
the methods of the Catholics in establish- 
ing Jndian schools; asserts that Catholic 
influence was used to defeat Harrison at 
the last election because of his preference 
for the common as opposed to the parochial 
school in the education of Indians; and 
declares it to be the policy of the Catholics 
to take charge of America, and that the 
regard as justifiable any means to that end. 


Ar Hackensack, N. J., a band of nine 
religious fanatics, headed by Huntsman 
T. Mnason, who had attempted to found a 
new sect, hav been arrested and im- 
prisoned. Their neighbors had been 
scandalized by their working Sundays, 
and had previously had two of them im- 
prisoned for this oftense, Finally the 
townspeople set out to rid the neighbor- 
hood of the innovators in good earnest, 
and got them all arrested. One article of 
the indictment charges the schismatics 
with conspiring to cheat and defraud 
Herman Storms out of his property. An- 
other count is: ‘‘The conspirators deny, 
ridicule, and curse all regular religion and 
religious customs, recognize no Sabbath, 
and set up a false god of their own, de- 
claring the said Mnason to be the only 
true and living God.” 


OF the system of liquor-selling soon to 
be instituted in South Carolina, Governor 
Tillman of that state givs this account: 
“Under the new law, which goes into 
effect July 15th, there will be no barrooms 
in the state. Whisky will be dispensed or 
sold to consumers only by bonded officers 
in the different counties in sealed pack- 
ages ranging from half a pint to four gal- 
lons. No package will be permitted to be 
opened on the premises. The only re- 
quirement for any citizen to obtain whisky 
or other stimulants is that he shall sign an 
order or request stating the amount and 
kind wanted. Liquor is not to be sold to 
minors or habitual drunkards. Beer and 
wine are included. The local officers ob- 
tain their liquors from a state commis- 
sioner, who purchases all the liquors sold 
in the state and puts them into sealed 
packages for distribution. All the goods 
purchased must be analyzed by the state 
chemist, and their purity guaranteed.” 
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Old ‘Testament Stories 


Comically Illustrated. 


i Exposure 
by 
Ridicule. 
š 


cnr 


‘ The Stories Humorously Told—And Hard Facts 
Given Concerning the Origin and Authenticity of the 
Old Testament—A Page of Text to Each Picture.. 


Sustaining a Theory, 

Some Giants, ` 

The Adventures and Work of Noah, 
A Hunting Anecdote, 

! Abraham, Christ's Great Ancestor, 
A Queer Family, 

i Isaac and His “Sister,” 

One of Twins, 


by 


Facts. 


400 Pages. 2 0 


CONTENTS.: 


Jacob and Esau, 
Joseph the Man of Dreams, 


Holy Moses, 


Balaam the Diviner, 


Bloody Joshua, 


The Campaign of Deborah and Barak 
Against Jabin and Sisera, 


General Gideon, 


Samgon the Strong, 
Ruth and Boaz, 


David, God's Favorite, 


Adventures of the Prophets, 
Jonah the Truthful Sailor. 


Boards, illuminated covers, $1; cloth, gilt side stamp, $1.50. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


Exposure 


Full~Page 
Pictures. 
Jephthah and His Human Sacrifice, 


Unstable as Water, God Shall Not Excel, 


Some Stories from the Book of Kings, 


Darwin and After Darwin. 


An Exposition of the Darwinian Theory. 
By George J. ROMANES. 


A gystematic Ex osition of what ma 
the Darwinism of Darwin, and intended to be of 
service to the general reader rather than vo pro- 
fessed naturalists. 
_. Mr. Romanes is well known as one of the most 
interesting of English writers upon evolution, 
besides ranking with Professor Huxley in scien- | 
tific knowledge and ability. And this 1s a part of 
his conclusion regarding the great subject of 
Design, to which the church so often refers: 
“Thus whether we look to the facts of acepte 
rough- 


be termed 


tion or to those of beauty, everywhere t. 
out organic nature we meet with abundant 
evidence of natural causation, while nowhere do 
we meet with any independent evidence of 
supernatural design. . - Adaptation and 
beauty are alike receiving their explanation at 
the hands of a purely mechanical philosophy. . . 

All nature has thus been transformed before the 
view of the present generation in a manner and 
to an extent that has never before been possible; 
which has taken 


and inasmuch as the change hi Das pake 
ection of natural- 


place has taken, place in the n 
ism, and this to the extent of rendering the 
mechanical interpretation of nature universal, it 
is no wonder if the religious mind has suddenly 
awakened to a new, and a terrible force in the 
words of its traditional enemy—Where is now 
thy God?” : 
Tilustrated. Price, cloth, $2. 
Address. THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


BOOKS BY 
PROF. FELIX L. OSWALD. 


The Bible of Nature: A Contribution 
to the Religion of tie Future. Cloth, $1. | | 
The Secret of the East; or, The Origin 
of the Christian Religion and the Significance 

of its Rise and Decline. Cloth. i 

Physical Edneation ; or, The Health-Laws 
of Nature. Cloth, $1. 

Household Remedies for the Prevalent - 
Digoxgers of the Human Organism. Cloth, $1. 

Zo cal Sketches: A Contribution to 
the Outdoor study of Natural History. Ulus- 


t dby H. Faber. Cloth, $2. 
rated by E Naber. ie TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette place, New York. 
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New Publications. 


THE ELIMINATOR; 


Skeleton Keys to Sacerdotal Secrets. 


“Write me no more Sables, lest I be a Sool and 


read the riddles awry.” 


By R. B. Westbrook, D.D., LL.B. 


ConTENTS: The Whole Truth; Sacerdotalism 
I: peached; The Fabulous Claims of Judaism; | 
Moses and the Pentateuch; Ancient Symbolism 
and Modern Literaligm; Astral Keys to Bible 
Stories; The Fable of the Fall; Search for the 
“Last Adam;” What Is Known of the New Testa- 
ment; The Drama of the Gospels; The Ideal 
Christ; Jesus_and Other Christs; A Reverent 
Critique on Jesus; A Few Fragments; Blood 


Salvation; The Things That Remain. 
Price, cloth; $1.50. Fort sale at this office. 


VALUABLE ENGLISH 


PUBLICATIONS. 


The Student’s Darwin. By Edward B. 
Aveling, D. Sc., Fellow of University College. 
London. The purpose of this book is to te. 


something of Darwin’s work to those who have 
neither the time nor the opportunity to investi- 
1. The Naturalist's 


ate it fully for themselves. 

oyage Around the World. 
Works. 3. Botanical Works. 
Works. | 5. J 
copious index. Price, $2. 


2. Geological 
4. Zoological 


Pedigree of Man, and Other Essays. By 


Ernest Haeckel. Contents: Part I. The Dar. 
winian Theory; The Origin of the Human 


Race: The Pedigree of Man; On the Division of 
Labor in the Lifeof Nature and of Man; Cell- 


Souls and Soul-Cells. Part lI. The Progress 


and Work of Zoology; The Development of 


Life-Particles and the Perigenesis of the 
Plastidule; .The Proofs of Evolution; The 
Present Position of Evolution in Relation to 
Science; The Origin and Development of the 
Sense Organs. Price, $2. 


The Natural History of Religion. David 
Hume’s Celebrated Essay, so foully mutilated 
by Christian publishers, printed complete, with 
an Introduction by John M. Robertson, editor 
of the National Reformer. Price, 50 cents. 

The True Source of Christianity; or, A 
Voice From the Ganges. By an Indian Officer. 
Answers to the questions—who was Jesus 
Christ? and from what source were the doc- 
trines derived which he promulgated? Price, 
75 cents. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Antiquity 
Unveiled. 


z = 0. 


Ancient Voices 
from the Spirit 
Realm disclose the 
most Startling Rev- 
elations. 


X Proving Christianity 
to be of 
Heathen Origin. 


{ILLUSTRATED.] 
Price, - - - - 1.50. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


APOLLONIUS OF TYANA IDENTIFIED AS THE 
CHRISTIAN JESUS. 


An important and remarkable revelation con- 
cerning the life and times of Apollonius of 
Tyana, the great sage and philosopher of the first 
century. It is here claimed that his life and 
teachings were appropriated and utilized by the 
formulators of the Christian religion in the in- 
terest of so-called Christianity. The plagiarism 
is made plein in this brief history of Apollonius, 
especially in view of the historical references and 
comments thereon. It is quite evident that to 
conceal the plagiarism, the name of Apollonius 
was suppressed. 

Price, 15 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


ANEW WORK 


BY 
ARTHUR B. MOSS, R 
Author of ''The Bible and Evolution,” 
ENTITLED 


Christianity and Evolution, 


With preface by 
J. M WEEELER, Sub-editor of Freethinker. 


Price, $1. Order at once. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


COSMIAN HYMN-BOOK. 


A COLLECTION OF 


ORIGINAL AND SELECTED HYMNS 


FOR 
Liberal and Ethical Societies, 
for Schools and 
the Home. 
—With Music Written to All the Songs.— 


COMPILED BY L. K. WASHBURN. 
Price, $1.50. For sale at THIS OFFICE. 


Works ‘on Evolution. With a 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, MAY 13, 


New Publications. i New Publications. 


1893. 


A NEW BOOK--AND A MOST ORIGINAL ONE! 


The Creation of God. 


By DR. J\COB HARTMANN. 


An explanation of the origin of the God Idea, and the mental processes that led to the formation 
of idols and the worship of them. From the time of Terah’s apostasy, Abraham’s reformation and 
his banishment for heresy and blasphemy against the Cha dean idols,to Christ’s coming, the princi- 
pal characters are analyzed and shown to be human, by thought anddeed. It is made plain that the 

eculiar phraseology, cant sayings, subterfuges, miracles, wonder-worsings, and supernatural pad- 
ee are the prop r offspring of the then existing barbarism, ignorance, and superstition, constitut- 


iug the peculiar polit:cs of the day. 
CONTENTS IN DETAIL: 


The Universal Aspect. 


The Earth. Io General. p 

The Chemical Aspect. By the Lungs. 
By the Skin. 

The Sun. By the Kidneys. 


Digestion and Nutrition. 


Genesis—The Creation. 
The Elementary Substances. 


Genesis—The Garden of Eden. 

The Deluge. 

The Scriptural God—The Creation. 

The Creation of God—Abraham. 
Moses—Confirmation of the Idea of God. 
Samuel the Kingmaker. ) 

God Save the King. 

Jehovah Takes a Rest. 

The End of National Life. 

The Christian Era. 

Organic Life—Vegetable. 

Organic Life—Animal. 
The Master Tissues. 


The Muscular Tissues. 
The Nervous Tissues. 


Food and Fwod-Substances. 


The Soul — What Is It? 


Sin and Salvation. 
Rational Review. 


The Planetary Gods. 
Every Man His Own God. 


The Non Credo. 


ILLUSTRATIONS. 


Map ot Theological Ketrogression. 


Map of the Deluge and Garcen of Eden. 


Thirty Chapters—Four Hundred and Thirty-two Pages, 


Large 12mo. 


In Cloth, $1; in Paper, 50 Cents. 
Address 


Elimination of Waste Substances, 


Alcohol and Its Effects on the System. 
The Mind. 


The Ecclesiastical Kindergarten. 


Visions—Bible Dreams— Revelations. 


(Gateways to Knowledge. | 
Tables \ Morals; Whence They Spring. 


Rules for Human Conduct. 


Map of the Iutellectual Faculties—Tke Mind. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


THE RESURRECTION OF JESUS. 


AN AGNOSTIC’S VIEW. 


Conrents: The Christian Dogma of Salvation; The Christian’s Belief; Why Was 


the Resurrection a Secret Affair? The Age of a Story Does Not Prove Its Truth; 


Pilate’s Attempt to Save the Lite of Jesus; Christ Before Herod; A New Indiciment 


Against Je-us; Were the Guards Hired by „he Priests? Pilate’s Motive for Secreting 
the Bod ; Matthew’s Account of the Resurrection; Why the Angel Sat on the Stove; 


Mary’s Visit; Angels; Renan’s Theory; The Disciples Were Deceiv: d; The Identifica- 


tion: The Ascension; Why Did Jesus Disappear? Other Strange Phenomena; The 


Chief Prie-ts Did Not Believe in Resurrection; What Became of the Roman Guards? 


The Oriein of the St ry; St. Pauls Account: St. Paul’s Conversiou; A Modern 


Example; The Ronian Governors and the Resurrection Story; The Testimony of 


Contemporaneous Writers; Miracle-Workers; Is the Resurrection Well Attested? 


Inspiration; Conclusion. 


Price, cloth, 75 cents; paper, 40 cents. 
Address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York City. 


meNronvomesorocse MY RELIGIOUS EXPE- 
[e] RIENCE, 


Being the story of his religious life and mental 
[ nstead of a Dook. journeyings. ritten in his happiest and most 


rilliant way, and is the best of all his splendid 


By R. B. Westbrook, A.M. 


Third Thousand. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEEFR. 


Price, 10 cents. 


works. Price, 25 cents. Address 


By A Man Too Busy to Write One. 


Culled from the Writings of B. R. Tucker. 


2 “With Daughter's Babe Upon 


This is a big book of over 500 pages, and sets 
forth the priociples o! Philosophical Anarchy. 
In fact, it 13 the Creed, by tho veritable John 
Calvin, of that cult. Mr. Tucker is a mental 
Plumb-Jine hewer, and has the least regard for 
where the chips tall of any one of the writers of 
that careless camaraderie. Anyone wanting to 
know what the thinking Anarchists think, and 
why they. think that way, will have to-get one of 
these books in order to know. 


His Knees.” 


merica’s greatest orator and 


J Afty cents 


Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Hard Knocks 


Constitution of the 


By R. WHEELER. 


_ This book is just what its title implies—thump- | riage; 
ing whacks at superstition, It deals with the | Government Should Be. 
effect of Christianity on the world, showing 


ion and impede the progress of man. 


not areal benefit to man. 
Price, 20 cents, six for $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


learn something from this book. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Photograph of Oolonel Ingersoll, with his 
grangomid in his lap, a delicate little souvenir of 
Freedom’s greatest 

champion at home, may be had at this office for 


GOVERNMENT ANALYZED, 


By COL. JOHN R. KBLSO. 


Contents: Derivations_and Definitions of 
Political Terms; Various Forms of Government; 
General Principles of Government; Functions 

° » ° of Government; Origin of Government; Declara- 

at ri st la n it y a | tion of Independence; Articles of Confederation; 
Defects of the Confederation; Formation of the 

stitt he United States; Taxation; 
Tariff tor Protection; War; Punishment; Mar- 
Religion; Prohibition; Money; What a 


Those who know Col. Kelso’s keen anal 
what Christians have done to advance their relig- | power, &3 shown in his “Bible Analyzed 
It shows | “Deity Analyzed,” will realize that in “ Govern- 
that Jesus was a false prophet, that the gospels | ment Analyzed” they will hav the bedrock of 
are not authentic, and that Christianity is a bor- | human authority exposed, and will learn what 
rowed system of religion. That the Bible is not | government is. Whether they will agree with 
in accord with Science, that the atonement | his statement of what government is depends 
scheme is futile and foolish, and that religion is | upon whether they lean to Socialistic or Anarch- 
istic philosophy. But at all events everyone can 


o 
Price, $1.50. Sold by THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette place, New York City. 


Some Handsome Premiums, 


To induce new subscriptions and 
prompt renewals on the part of our 
friends we make the following hand- 
some premium offers: 

For $5.00 we will send Taz Truru 
SEEKER one year ($3.00) and “Paine’s 
Great Works Complete ” (3.00). This 
edition of Paine’s works contains a 
picture of Paine, of the statue proposed 
to be erected in Chicago, and of his 
monument in New Rochelle. 

For $5.00 we will send Taz Truru 
Seeker one year ($3.00) and “The 
World’s Sages, Thinkers, and Reform- 
ers ” ($3.00). By D. M. Bennett. 

For $4.50 we will send Tas TRUTH 
Seeker one year ($3) and “The 
Freethinker’s Pictorial Text Book” in 
cloth ($2.50). . 

For $4 we will send Tmz Trurs 
SEEKER one year ($3) and “ The Free- 
thinker’s Pictorial Text-Book” in 
boards ($2). 

For $4 we will send Taz Trurs 
SEEKER one year ($3) and a copy of 
“Old Testament Stories Comically 
Illustrated ” in cloth covers ($1.50). 

For $3.50 we will send Tuse Truru 
SEEKER one year ($3) and “ Old Testa- 
ment Stories Comically Nlustrated” in 
board covers ($1). 

For $7.00 we will send Tre TRUTH 
SEEKER one year ($3.00) and the 
“Gods and Religions of Ancient and 
Modern Times” ($5.00), by D. M. 
Bennett. In two volumes. Vol. I 
gives a full account of all the gods the 
nations of the earth have worshiped, 
including Jehovah, Satan, the Holy 
Ghost, Jesus Christ, Virgin Mary, and 
the Bible. 835 pages, 8vo. Vol. II 
describes fully all religious systems of 
tre world, including Judaism, Mo- 
hammedanism, and Christianity; the 
latter occupying 372 pages, being fully 
gone into. 949 pages. i 

This is a splendid opportunity to 
obtain books which: every Liberal de- 
sires to have at an exceedingly low 
price. Old and new subscribers can 
avail themselvs of it, and we shall be 
glad if our present readers will call 
the attention of their friends to the 
values offered. 


The Freethinker's Badgo-pin 


AND 
THE TRUTH SEEKER 
ONE YEAR, 


2 ae 

G were Will be sent for $4.50. The 
S 2.75 Pin and THE TRUTH 

EEKER one year for $5. 


Ingersoll Souvenir Spoon 


AND 
THE TRUTH SEEKER 


aan ONE YEAR, 
ill be sent for $4.75. Sugar § d T 
SEEKER, $5. Either kind Tea or Sugar) Spoon 
with gilt bowl, 50c. more. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Other Newspapers 


The Truth Seeker. 


Any of our readers who desire a New York 
weny political paper in chtain one of the fol- 
connection 

wng n gonne wi HE TRUTH SEEKER 

Tribune (Republican) weekly, and THE 
TRUTH SEEKER, - - - - $3 50 

Tribune (Republican) semi-weekly, and THE 
TRUTH SEEKER, = z 5 > 

The Sun (Democratic) weekly, and THE 


3 UTH SEEKER, - 7 - - 3 50 
The Worta (Democratic) weekly, and THE 
TRUTH SEEKER, - - - - 8650 
THE ARENA and THE TRUTH SEEKER 
Will be sent one year both for - - $6 00 
With large picture premium with the Arena, 6 50 


THE NORTH AMERICAN REVIEW 
THE TRUTH SEEKER wil be tan, cae ena 


for - 7 $6 75 


A Journal of F reethought and Reform. 


Vol. 20. No. 19. {PUBLISHED WEEKLY.? ` New York, Saturday, May 13, 1893. fas LAFAYETTE PI} $3.00 Per Year. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


FOUNDED BY D. M. BENNETT. 


E. M. Maopowaup, - - - - - Editor and Manager. 
28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, NEW YORE. 


SATURDAY, - - - -  -: MAYI, 1893. 


SUBSCRIPTION RATES, 


Single subscription, in advance............... 
One subscription two years,in advance... tid 
Two new SUDSCTIDELS........ ccc ccce cece eee ccee ceecceessceescens 
One subscription with one new subscriber, in one remittance. 5 00 
One subscription with two new subscribers, in one remit- 


Any number over five at the same rate, invariably with one 
remittance. 


Money should ve sent by express company’s money order, 
postal order, drajt on New York, or by registered letter. 
Address communications and make drafts, checks, post-ofice 
and express money orders payable to E. M. MACDONALD, 

B Lafayette place, New York. 


SPECIAL NOTICE.—We shall be obliged to our 
readers if they will send us the name and address of 
any Freethinker who is not a regular subscriber. 


The Credit for Columbus’s Discovery. 


Roman Catholics are turning to account the pres- 
ent enthusiasm over Columbus’s discovery. They 
are diligently declaring throughout the country 
that Catholicism was the mother of that discovery. 
‘They assert that much credit should redound 
to their religion from the fact that Columbus, 
with the individuals who enabled him to sail and 
the nation whence he sailed, belonged to that faith. 
One Catholic journal, for instance, says: “ The 
recent Columbus celebrations will be of immense 
advantage to the church, especially in the United 
States.” The paper cites the above-mentioned sup- 
posed claims to the gratitude of the modern world, 
and then goes on to indicate how the church will 
benefit by the part which she will take in the Fair. 
It says: “Among the things to be exhibited at Chi- 
cago, figurativly speaking, will be the Roman 
Catholic church, and that exhibit will certainly 
prove to her advantage if it is properly presented to 
the American mind. The justice, the simplicity, the 
beauty and majesty of her doctrins cannot fail to 
attract. The esthetic side, too, her liturgy and 
ritual and music, will no doubt please many.” This 
Catholic review of the situation omits to mention, 
what others point to chiefly, that the Roman church 
will render foremost of all its displays its school 
exhibit. For this it has been granted immense 
space, and it intends to-make it so impressiv as to 
persuade onlookers that the Catholic church in the 
United States is exceeding earnest and able in the 
education of youth. The effect, it hopes, will be of 
prime efficacy in leading Americans to acquiesce in 
some system of state-supported Catholic schools. 
The same article proceeds to express a belief that, 
with proper management, “the Columbus celebra- 
tions may be of immense influence in preparing the 
way for a closer union of all mankind in one uni- 
versal Christian republic, and for the final conver- 
sion of the world.” Another Catholic article thus 
summarizes the attentions that our governing 
bodies, etc., hav paid the papal church: 

“When Mr. Chauncey Depew, inviting Archbishop 
Corrigan to make an address at the dedication of the New 
York state building in Jackson park, Chicago, gave as 
reason that it was under the auspices of the Catholic 
church that the discoverer went forth to his incomparable 
work, he voiced a sentiment which is uppermost in all 
sincere hearts, and stated a fact of which history leaves 
no doubt. The universal enthusiasm with which the 
quadro-centenary of the discovery has been celebrated 
by foreign Catholic nations, and notably by the two most 


concerned, Italy and Spain; the preéminent part which. 


Catholics of the United States hav taken in the festivities 
of this month in every city of the land, not only within 
the walls of their churches, but also in civie street pa- 
rades and in banquet halls, giv ground to the sentiment, 
and are evidences of the fact. The recognition given to 
the sentiment and the fact by the state of New York, in the 
invitation to the archbishop of the greatest city of the 
republic to honor by his presence and words that state’s 
contribution to the Chicago festivities of last week and 
the national group of Exhibition buildings, has been 


| emphasized by the nation at large in the invitation 
tendered to Archbishop Ireland to inaugurate the work 


of the Congress Auxiliary of the World’s Fair, by an 
oration delivered in the auditorium before the intellect- 
ual élite of the land on the night of Friday, the 21st; 
again emphasized in the invitation given Cardinal Gib- 
bons to conclude with prayer the dedicatory ceremonies 
in Jackson park on the morning of tbe same day; most 
especially emphasized in the invitation given by the 
secretary of state to Leo XIII. to send a personal repre- 
sentativ to the inauguration ceremonies, and also em- 
phasized in the reception given Mgr. Satolli, the pope’s 
legate, on his arrival in the port of New York, when the 
administration bestowed on him unusual demonstrations 
of most gratifying courtesies.” 

Then, within the last few days another incident 
affording the Catholics matter of self-gratulation 
has occurred. How delightful, they exclaim, that 
when the duke de Veragua, the eleventh in descent 
from Columbus by blood, landed in New York with 
elaborate ceremonial and welcome, his first act was 
to return thanks to God before the altars of St. 
Patrick’s cathedral], and his next to visit Catholic 
institutions. 

But the Catholic church deserves of all this grati- 
tude and honoring not one jot. Its connection 
with America’s discovery was as a matter of fact 
such as to call not for thanks but for the most un- 
qualified reprobation. It was not a forwarder of 
that discovery, but a thoroughgoing opponent of 
it. It strove most earnestly to prevent the dis- 
covery; and did, we may in all reason infer, defer 
it to a period centuries after it would otherwise hav 
taken place. 

The fact that Columbus, with some of his helpers, 
were believers in Catholicism is properly to be 
reckoned, in respect of its use as evidence for the 
worth of that religion, as of but infinitesimal value. 
Clergymen attribute to their religion everything 
good done in a nation which in general believes 
that faith ; but they can legitimately ascribe to it 
only that which is performed as a clear outcome of 
it, and not those deeds flowing from other factors 
of human endeavor. The essence of religion is de- 
pendence on control of events by supernatural 
beings, and by humans through supplicetion of 
those beings; while the fundamental conception cf 
Infidelity, this-worldliness, Rationalism, is the 
government of events by natural law in a sequence 
of cause and effect, and the necessity of men them- 
selvs producing certain causes in order that they 
may obtain the accompanying desired effects. 
Plain is it, then, that to religion can be as- 
cribed only those events produced by super- 
natural agencies, with those due to the influence of 
religious belief on the character of men; while to 
anti-supernaturalism, Infidelity, Secularism, must be 
set down all works born of man’s dependence on 
his own efforts under natural law. It is obvious 
that Columbus's discovery belongs to the latter of 
the two classes, and should be credited not in the 
least to Catholicism but wholly to naturalism. In 
few words, Columbus’s discovery was in no degree 
made by supernatural agents or through supernat- 
ural means, and hence supernaturalism merits none 
of its credit; it was made wholly by natural agents 
through natural means, and hence naturalism merits 
all of its credit. 

It is permissible to add Columbus's feat in with 


the other achievements of Catholics, and advance 
the total with a view to showing that peoples 
under Catholicism are made successful and great 
by that belief. Catholics frequently enumerate the 
list of meritorious deeds of believers ‘in their re- 
ligion, and infer thence a beneficent effect inherent 
in that belief. But this inference is as sophistical 
as the one in our preceding paragraph. Catholics 
may, by extending their drag-net over very many 
peoples and very many centuries, collect a number 
of great doers which at first seems respectable. 
But to a comparison of Catholicism with Free- 
thought in this respect, a setting off of this list 
against one collected from an equal number of 
Freethought peoples and centuries is required. 
And what would be the comparativ proportions of 
such a list as the latter we need not deign to dis- 
cuss when we perceive that the great men and 
deeds among but a handful of Freethinkers and 
during but a few recent generations far outnumber 
those of the whole vast field and course of Catholi- 
cism. 

Before entering on a history of how the church 
combated the discovery of America, we will pause 
to note that the character of Columbus, and of the 
persons involved in his enterprise, was far from the 
admirable one pretended by Catholics. Columbus 
—it is not pretty, but is the duty of a Truru 
SEEKER, to say—previous to his American voyage 
was during considerable portions of his career a 
pirate. He was an unscrupulous, fierce, and rude 
adventurer. His learning was scanty. The qual- 
ity that he personally contributed to the discovery 
was that of daring; the learning and profound 
reasoning which brought forth the idea that the 
feat was possible, belonged elsewhere. To the 
brain, the mind, that had conceived the idea of the 
roundness of the earth, he was the arm, the hand. 
Daring deserves some commendation; but it is a 
quality far from uncommon, and requires praise 
little out of the ordinary. The hand justly claims 
a part of our eulogy for a feat that it executes at 
the behest of the brain; but it may claim only a 
small part; the brain must receive by far the 
greater. And the mind which had conceived the idea 
that animated this hand, this Columbus, was a 
mind not Catholic, but that of the Greek philoso- 
phers who had surmised the earth’s rotundity be- 
fore Christianity was born, and of the Moham- 
medan Moors approaching Columbus’s time, 
and a few Christian thinkers who on this one thing 
were bold enough to dissent from the teachings of 
their Bible and church. Leaving this point, let us 
note a certain characteristic of Columbus, quoting 
the words from a late account of his life: “He 
evidently concurred in the opinion that all the 
nations who did not acknowledge the Christian 
faith were destitute of natural rights, and that the 
sternest measures might be used for their conver- 
sion and the severest punishments inflicted upon 
them if obstinate in unbelief. In this spirit of bigotry 
he considered himself justified in making captive of 
the Indians and transporting them to Spain to hav 
them taught the doctrins of Christianity and in 
selling them for slaves if they pretended to resist 
his invasions.” Before quitting this aspect of the 
subject, a word on the king and queen who sup- 
plied the expeditionary ships. The “saintly queen,” 
Isabella, celebrated by Prescott and others, was a 
cruel mother, a hated wife, the oppressor of the 
helpless Jews, the author of the Inquisition. She 
had no pity for the countless Hebrew women and 
children whom she drove from her realm; she even 
robbed them in their flight of their jewels and their . 
gold. King Ferdinand, worthy of his wife, left his 
daughter Katherine to suffer from wantin England; 
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champions of the supernatural threw themselvs 
against his great name with the most desperate 
fury. He was held worse than a Mohammedan, 
viler than a heathen, and the Averroists his fol- 
lowers were loathed as “men who deny Genesis 
and bark at Christ.” Such and so unchristian 
were the sources of that conception which controled 
the wild and desperate adventurer Columbus when 
he pointed the heads of the Pinta, the Nina, and 
the Santa Maria toward American shores. 

That the Christian church up to the time of Co- 
lumbus taught that the earth is flat instead of 
round and circumnavigable ; that it grounded this 
doctrin throughout on texts from that ever-flowing 
fount of delusion, the Bible; and that it suppressed 
rational inquiries into the matter and persecuted the 
investigators, is a thing so well worth contemplating 
that we will set it forth in detail in our next paper. 


Crowds Clamor for Sunday Admission. 


The week preceding last Sunday was confused 
with contradictory rumors as to whether the Co- 
lumbian Exposition would be open on that sancti- 
fied day. < 

Roused by reports that it would be closed, Charles 
W. Chingman, who represents ten thousand shares 
of stock in the Columbian Exposition Company, 
served notice in writing upon the directors that the 
gates of the Fair must not be closed on that or any 
succeeding Sunday. If they are Mr. Chingman 
threatens to begin legal proceedings. 

On the other hand, the Young Men’s Christian 
Association, the Christian Endeavor Society, the 
American Sabbath Union, and other like organiza- 
tions of busybodies, poured in threats of retribu- 
tion if the Fair were open. Editor Wells of the 
Golden Rule, the organ of the Christian Endeavor 
Society, said that fully one million members of that 
organization hav signed pledges not to patronize 
the Fair if it is opened on Sunday. Other menaces 
of Christian boycott were made. 

At last, on Saturday, President Higinbotham an- 
nounced that the Fair would be closed on the mor- 
row in the full sense of the term. None except 
those who had important business on the grounds 
would be admitted. Even a commissioner or di- 
rector who was merely sight-seeing or showing 
friends around would be shut out. “I shall issue 
no order to keep the gates closed,” said Mr. Higin- 
botham. “shat is unnecessary. The gates will 
be closed to-night, and will remain closed to-morrow. 
If they were to be opened to-morrow an order would 
be necessary. This rule for to-morrow is strict. 
Even members of the press will be excluded.” 

This Sunday-closing order, be ıt understood, ap- 
plied only to last Sunday. Mr. Higinbotham would 
say nothing about the Sunday following. The gates 
may be open then. There is to be a meeting of the 
Board of Directors on Friday, the 12th, a day or 
two after our going to press, and the question will 
be discussed. It is the general belief that at that 
meeting the advocates of a seven-days-a-week Fair 
will win. 

The slow action on this question is due to the 
conflict between the Columbian Exposition direc- 
tory and the national commission. This Fair is a 
triple-headed concern. _ The local board, as the 
Columbian directory is called, often steps on the 
toes of the national commission, and the national 
commission gets in the way of the local board. 
Besides these there is a board of control. There 
are three chiefs of the Fair, President Higinbotham, 
President Palmer, and Director-General Davis. Such 
a complicated machine necessarily moves with great 
slowness, and there is many a hitch when one set of 
wheels runs against another set of wheels. The 
local board and the national commission disagree 
on the Sunday-opening question. A majority of 
the members of the national commission are against 
it. But a motion to open the Fair on Sunday 
would win in the local board. The national com- 
mission is infamously given to demagogism. There 
are United States Senators and others on it and 
they fear their rural constituents. It is the general 
opinion that this body does not really care whether 
the gates are open on Sunday or not, but it warts 
to put itself on record as voting against opening 


he was cold, cruel, immoral; a faithless husband, a 
treacherous ally, a dangerous friend. If one feels 
.to celebrate these personages, Columbus and his 
immediate asiders, in our present festivities, he 
should, we think, be satisfied with doing so with an 
allowance, an abatement; he will best; we deem, 
glorify but a part of their mental make-up, their 
courage and executiy abilities, letting pass their 
so numerous faults. Taken altogether, their char- 
acters are not advisable for extolment and imita- 
tion when so many better can be found. Or one 
may celebrate the noble endeavor and auspicious 
fortune, in general, that hav made possible our 
magnific Exposition. Or he may tender his 
homage and gratulations to those men of the last 
few centuries who hav been the real fathers of our 
present high estate, men great and good—different 
pretty much altogether, it must be allowed, from 
the rude children of fanatic Spain. There need 
be no lack of objects for gratitude and exaltation 
at this glorious moment in the world’s history ; 
perhaps the greatest difficulty would be to choose 
among so many; we suggest merely that more ad- 
vantageous subjects can be had than the extremely 
faultful characters proffered by the Catholics and 
accepted by the unfortunate many. 

Previous to setting about an account of the long 
struggle of the church to suppress the doctrin that 
the earth is round and a voyage like that of Co- 
lumbus practicable, we will notice somé views eX- 
pressed by Eugene Lawrence in Harper's Maga- 
zine. In Mr. Lawrence’s article—called by Cath- 
olics an “infamous paper ”—he says that itis to the 
Arabs and the Jews, hated of Christians, that we 
probably owe the discovery of America. From 
them, he calls to our mind, the Spaniards and 
Portuguese learned all that they knew of civiliza- 
tion. The Arabs from the ninth to the twelfth 
century were the rulers of the sea, the founders of 
European commerce. The adventurous Arab 
sailors were found on every hand. It is from them 
that Portugal and Spain learned the art of ship- 
building, as most of the other arts. The Bohemian 
travelers in 1466 found the Spaniards everywhere 
clothed in Arab dress, imitating the Arab manners, 
riding Arab horses, and the kings surrounded by 
Arab guards. Splendid Cordova and matchless 
Granada still ruled the taste of the peninsula. 
Even the chief terms of business and of naval 
affairs, of police and finance, the Spaniards borrowed 
from the Arabs. The maravedi, an Arab coin, 
was used in the time of Columbus to express all 
their moneyed transactions. It was at Lisbon 
that Columbus planned his voyage. And long 
before, when Lisbon was a flourishing Arab 
city, intelligent and splendid, Edrisi (ii, 26, 27) 
relates that an expedition was sent out from 
its port to explore the dark and unknown 
ocean. The commanders were brothers known 
as the Almagrugrins, or the Wandering Brothers. 
They must hav set sail before the year 1150. They 
crossed the Atlantic, it is said, visited unknown 
islands, and discovered new lands. After a weary 
voyage of many months they returned in safety. 
A street was named after them in Moorish Lisbon, 
called the street of the Almagrugrins. Possibly 
the attempt might hay been renewed, and a Moorish 
city might hav sprung up in Cuba or Hispaniola, at 
Philadelphia or New York. But soon the conquer- 
ing Christians took Lisbon, and checked its advance 
in knowledge. For many centuries it was given 
up to war and superstition. At length it revived 
the Moorish instincts of trade and commerce. Lis- 
bon became the center of discovery, and Columbus, 
learning its traditions, in all probability learned 
with the rest the story of the Almagrugrins, 
and was thereby animated in his own attempt. 
Leaving aside the foregoing conjecture, that .Co- 
lumbus but finished an enterprise begun by 
Christless Moors, we will advert to the fact 
that Columbus himself tells us his attention was 
first drawn to his great venture by the writings 
of Averroes. Now, Averroes, the great Moham- 
medan scientist, was of all the abominations of the 
church the one declared by them the most detesta- 
ble. To hinder the progress of his Rationalistic 
and scientific thinkings through Europe, the 


them. If with that it can wash its hands of the 
matter it will be satisfied. It is willing to throw 
all further responsibility on the local board. 
the latter opens the gates and the national com- 
missioners cannot be held responsible by country 
coustituents they are not going to say anything. 
But in the mean time they want to know whether 
they cən be held accountable for any such action on 


If 


the part. of the local board. 
Nine out of every ten persons are convinced that 


the Fair will be open every Sunday in two or three 
weeks. 
of opening the gates on Sunday. 


Public opinion is overwhelmingly in favor 


‘The women managers lent the weight of their 


authority to Sunday opening. At a meeting Mrs. 
J. Frank Ball, of Delaware, offered aresolution that 
the Women’s Building be closed on Sunday, even if 
the World’s Fair gates were open, to show the re- 
spect of the women managers for the American 
Sabbath. A shout of “No!” “No!” almost mascu- 
lin in its volume, was at once set up. Mrs. Ryan, 
of Texas, moved that Mrs. Ball’s resolution be 
tabled, and the motion was carried. 


On the day of which we are speaking, Saturday, 


a dispatch came from Chicago saying that in event 
of opening on any Sunday “an injunction will be 
sought in the courts by Sabbatarians, citing the 
terms of the Congress’s souvenir coin grant of 
$2,500,000 as a condition precedent to the closing 
of the Fair on Sunday. The Directors, who hav 
spent many days consulting eminent lawyers, will 
reply that though they took the grant of $2,500,000, 
the terms thereof, so far as Sunday closing is con- 


cerned, were voided by Congress in taking back 
$570,000 of it for awards, when it had agreed to 
make a separate appropriation therefor, and, the 
issue being joined, the question will be left to a 
Chicago judge. This official can and will endear 
himself to the Liberals and estrange the Sab- 
batarian vote by deciding that the Fair shall be 
open, or he can decide the reverse with vice-versa 
results. There is an uneasiness among the Sunday- 
opening advocates as to what he will do.” 
Another di patch read: 


‘*The real opening of the Fair will be about June ist. 
That is, it will be ready then, and it is the general im- 
pression, whether it is a mistaken belief or not, that the 
Fair will be open on Sundays by that time. The inter- 
vening period can be employed profitably in sending ex- 
hibits there and putting them in place 

‘t On the Midway Plaisance there is dissatisfaction over 
the present rule about Sunday. These people count 
upon large profits from Sunday crowds. Mr. Bloom, 
the manager of the Austrian village, expects his patron- 
age on Sunday to equal that of the week-days. Prof. 
Carl Hagenbeck, who brought a big menagerie all the 
way from Hamburg, looks upon Sunday as his chief sup- 
port, and the others who hay attractions along the Mid- 
way Plaisance concur with them. The Fair people hay 
figured on big profits from it in case Sunday opening 
should be the rule. After to-day there are twenty-five 
Sundays before the Fair closes. They hay calculated 
upon an average Sunday attendance of three hundred 
thousand—that is, of paying visitors. This may be an 
overestimate, but suck are the figures of the Fair man- 
agement This would mean $150,000 every Sunday from 
admissions, or $3,750,000 for the twenty-five Sundays, 
while the revenues from the restaurants, gondolas, 
electric lunches, wheeled chairs, and other concessions, 
from all of which the Fair gets a percentage, would carry 
the total well beyond $4,000,000. Even should the Fair 
by opening the gates on Sunday lose the $2,500,000. of 
Congressional aid it would make money, unless the 
managers are at fault with their figures.” 


Other communications conveyed the conjectures 
of Chicagoans that the gates were to be closed 
for once in order that public sentiment against 
closing, which, it was expected, would be aroused, 
would be so great as to show clearly that the de- 
mand for an open Sunday is general. One dispatch, 
for instance, read: 


The ambiguity about the continuance of work on the 
Fair may be intentional, however, and it is even said 
that to make Sunday closing‘as obnoxious as possible, 
the local directory will enforce the closing rule to- 
morrow to the strictest letter, and allow neither work- 
men, exhibitors, holders of concessions, foreign com- 
missioners, state and national commissioners, nor directors 
themselvs to enter the gates. Such a policy would cause 
the loss to the Fair of twenty-four hours, which in its 
present backward state it can ill afford to suffer, and 
would result in a general chorus of protest and blame. 
If it is carried out in all its severity to-morrow the day 
of complete Sunday opening will, of course, be apprecia- 


.thousand angry men and women. 


_ were called out, but the crowd cared nothing for 
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bly hastened; but it would undoubtedly be sacrificing, 
unduly and indefensibly, the necessary advancement of 
the Exposition for the directory to insist on so rigorous 
an enforcement of the- wish of Congress, simply to gain a 
point on the opposition in the national commission, 
which sees legal obstacles in the way of Sunday opening, 
by subjecting the protesting commissioners to the odium 
of delaying the Fair and bringing additional discomfort 
and inconvenience on every director, commissioner, 
concessionaire, and exhibitor.” . 
But the Fair was closed, and as a consequence 
Stony Island avenue, the thoroughfare that skirts 
the World’s Columbian Exposition grounds on the 
west, was the scene of a remarkable series of dem- 
onstrations. Nearly one hundred thousand persons 
from Chicago and vicinity wanted to get into the 
grounds. They were not deadheads, but were 
willing and anxious to pay for entering the Fair 
grounds. So clamorous did they become that the 
city police were sent for, the Columbian Guards not 
being considered capable of coping with a hundred 
It was a great 
day, and the like of it was never seen in Chicago be- 
fore. Although the newspapers announced that 
morning that no persons not possessing passes 
should be admitted to the grounds, and that 
positivly no paid admissions were to be received by 
the gatekeepers, there was an enormous crowd of 
women and children on Stony Island avenue, op- 
posit the various gates, clamoring for admission. 
It was in vain that the men on duty at the gates 
explained that the Exposition was closed for the 
day and that no one not possessing a pass could be 
admitted. The explanation only made matters 
worse, and hundreds of brawny workingmen, who 
said they were determined to see the Fair to-day 
because, as they said, they had no time to see it any 
other day, pressed against the gates and swore they 
would get in somehow. The Columbian Guards 


them. In the presence of the crowd, which was 
constantly increasing, the Exposition force would 
not hav stood much show. There were some sug- 
gestions for calling out the firemen on the Exposi- 
tion grounds to throw water on the crowd and dis- 
perse it in that way, but the firemen intimated 
very sharply that their duties were to put out 
fires and save property, and not to deluge 
people who wanted to get into the grounds, 
no matter how hot they might be. Then 
the police were called upon, word being sent 
to tne Woodlawn and other stations from the Ex- 
position grounds that the mob was growing stronger 
and angrier every moment. In a short time there 
was a sharp rattle of patrol wagons, and a strong 
body of city patrolmen was on the ground ready for 
business. Although the crowd had more respect for 
the police than the Columbian Guard, there was no 
disposition to get away from the gates, and the of- 
ficers, forming into a solid column, tried the experi- 
ment of shoving the people away. it was very ex- 
hausting and very annoying work, and the police 
soon got tired of it and resorted to their clubs. 
Many a sore head was the result, but the siege of 
the gates was raised and the gatekeepers breathed 
easier. However, men, and even women and chil- 
dren, hung around the gates until it was dark, 
offering money to the gatemen for admission, 
and seemed determined not to go away until 
they had gained entrance to the White City. 
A dispatch characterizes the affair thus: 


“It was a most remarkable demonstration, and the 
advocates of Sunday opening on the board of directors 
are very much encouraged. They say the demonstration 
to-day shows that the workingmen of Chicago and the 
people of other towns in the vicinity as well want the 
Fair open on Sundays, and for that reason they propose 
to force a ballot in the directory upon the subject at the 
earliest possible moment. 

«It is thought the result will be that the directory will 
vote for Sunday opening, and as soon as that is done the 
question will be brought into the courts by those who 
are opposed to opening the gates on the first day of the 
week. : 

‘<The police estimate of the crowd that besieged the 
gates to-day was one hundred and fifty thousand, but 
one hundred thousand is another estimate. Altogether 
it was a demonstration so entirely unexpected that even 
the strongest advocates of Sunday opening were taken 
by surprise. 

‘One of the strong advocates of Sunday opening said 
to-night: ‘If the Fair is allowed to open on Sundays 


there will be 500,000 persons in attendance on bright days. 
Itis a shame to keep the people out when they hav shown 
in so many ways that they want Sunday opening. They 
should hay it.’ - 

- “President Higinbotham said the demonstration to- 
day was a great surprise to him and Director-General 
Davis said the same. 
any length, but both are strong advocates of Sunday 
opening.” 


will probably be opened, and the wretched sectists 
who don’t want anybody to enjoy what they can’t 
enjoy themselvs defeated. We are mightily pleased 
with the brave throng who demanded last Sunday 
admission to the works that they themselvs hav 
created or paid for. 
And open the gates! 


past week, waiting for the clouds to roll by. She 
has prayed to all the gods, but not one of them 
seems to interfere with nature’s eternal course. It 
rains and rains, and the mud grows deep and 
sticketh closer than a brother. 
here and there gilds the misty landscape, but soon 
disappears amidst falling torrents. 
defiant, however, and pushes forward the World’s 
Fair with amazing energy. The young giant of 
the West will not be put down even by cyclones 


struggle for existence, and if your ribs are not 
crushed in it is fortunate. Still, everyone is good- 
natured. It’s no use to get mad. The only way is 
to laugh, and grow thin, if possible. It wouldn’t 
do to grow fat. If a two-hundred-pounder rolls 
against you, you must simply roll against the next 
man, and tell him you couldn’t help it. He will 
believe you. When the music burst forth there 
was something of a pause in the vast contortions 
of the multitude, as if like a huge snake it had been 
charmed to a gentle motion by the melodious 
breath. The music swelled to magnificent strains 
of triumph and of glory; martial strains, pathetic 
strains, telling the story of man’s martyrdom and 
victory. And then, alas, droned the prayer, so long, 
so tedious, so useless. Nobody could hear it, not 
even God. The people didn’t want the perform- 
ance. It made them tired. ‘Why don’t he stop?” 
was the universal exclamation. But he didn’t stop, 
for you see he was uttering that prayer for the 
press. It would look nice in print. I don’t sup- 
pose one ever prayed toso vast an audience and had 
so few listeners. He could not be heard a dozen 
feet away. They say that President Cleveland 
joined audibly in the Lord’s prayer at the close. 
Well, it’s just like him. He’s getting to be awfully 
pious. Does that mean a third term and colossal 
ambition? Ido distrust these fellows that pray. 
Yes, it’s pray and prey, that’s what it is. The pe- 
tition was ended at last, and the corrected manu- 
seript handed to the reporters. I presume God 
will be very much interested when he reads the 
“proof.” Next vibrates the poem, and as this was 
written by Croffut, a pretty good Liberal, it is 
rather excellent; as good as any poem ever written 
for such an occasion. It was musical, charming, 
and embodied a pleasant fancy. It had some 
noble passages, and was radiant with that excellent 
quality, brevity. Of course nobody can write a su- 
preme lyric by invitation of a committee. I don’t 
think any Exposition poetry will be immortal, save 
as a relic; not as rhythm, or life. After the poem, 
the director-general made a straightforward, in- 
teresting address. It simply gave the facts of the 
case, which are in themselvs sufficiently impressiv. 
He said: 


The department of finance of the Illinois corporation 
has provided for the great work upward of $20,000,000. 
The department of worksand its many bureaus of artists, 
architects, engineers, and builders hav transformed these 
grounds, which, twenty-one months ago, were an un- 
sightly, uninviting, and unoccupied stretch of landscape, 
into the beauty and splendor of to-day. They hav con- 
spicuously performed their functions, and these grand 
avenues, these Venetian waterways, the finished land- 
scapes, the fountains and sculptures and colonnades and 
these grand palaces stand out as a monument to their 
genius and their skill, supplemented by the labor of that 
grand army of skilled artisans and workmen, all citizens 
of this republic. 

The chiefs of the great departments, who hav exploited 
this mighty enterprise and gathered here the exhibits 
forming the picture that is set in this magnificent frame, 
hav confirmed the wisdom of their selection. No state 
or territory of the Union has escaped their voices; no 
land on the globe that has a language but has been visited 
and the invitation of the president of the United States 
personally presented. Fortunately, at the inception of 
this enterprise our government was, and still is, at peace 
with the whole world. Commissioners were sent to 
Europe, to Asia, to Australia, British North America, 
and to the islands of the seas; so that to-day the whole 
world knows and is familiar with the significance of the 
great peace festival we are about to inaugurate upon this 
campus, and all the nations join in celebrating the event 
which it commemorates, 

This inclosure, containing nearly seven hundred acres 
covered by more than four hundred structures, from the 
small state pavilion occupying an ordinary building site 
to the colossal structure of the Manufactures and Liberal 
Arts Building covering thirty acres, is filled and crowded 
with a display of the achievements and products of the 
mind and hand of man such as has never before been pre- 
sented to mortal vision. 

The habits, customs, and life of the peoples of our own 
and foreign lands are shown in the variegated Plaisance; 
those stately buildings on the north are filled with the 
historical treasures and natural products of our several 
states. Theartistic, characteristic, and beautiful edifices, 
the headquarters of foreign commissions, surrounding 
the Gallery of Fine Arts, which in itself will be an agree- 
able surprise to the American beholder, constitute the 
grand central zone of social and friendly amenities among 
the different peoples of the earth. 

Surroundi g this grand plaza where we stand and 
reaching from the north pond to the extreme south is the 
great mechanical, scientific, industrial, and agricultural 
exhibition of the resources and products of the world. 
These hav been secured from the four quarters of the. 
globe and placed in systematic order under the super- 
vision of these great departments, and while all the 
material upon the grounds is not yet in place, I am grati- 
fied to be able to present to the president of the United 
States at this time the official catalog containing a descrip- 
tion and the location of the exhibits of four thousand 
participants in the Exposition. The number of exhibitors 
will exceed sixty thousand when everything is in place. 

The citizens of our country are proud and always will 
be proud of the action of the Congress of the United 
States of America in authorizing and directing this cele- 
bration to take place. for the appropriation of more than 
$5,000,000 in its aid, and for the unswerving support and 
encouragement of the officers of the government. . 

(Continued on page 296.) 


They didn’t discuss the subject at 


We are gladdened by the prospect that the Fair 


Hurrah for the bold hearts ! 


World’s Fair Notes. 


Chicago has been on tiptoe of expectation the 


A little sunshine 


Chicago is 


and floods. Finding it useless to trust in provi- 
dence, she trusts in herself with infinit grit. 

A million eyes on Monday morning peer into the 
foggy streets seeking for a ray of sunshine. But 
until 10 o’clock it is an even chance between storm 
and brightness. Nevertheless the vast crowds like 
a sea roll to the gates of the White City. Five 
hundred thousand people from morn until noon 
overflow the horse-cars, the elevated railways, and 
the hundred trains of the Illinois Central. Every 
seven minutes a locomotiv thunders away with its 
living freight that will never again take so won- 
drous a journey to so marvelous a seene. We 
sweep on with the rest as if by an irresistible im- 
pulse. We view the vast procession with flaunting 
colors, keeping time to the glorious music. We 
pass the gigantic statue of Columbus fronting the 
city with perpetual benediction. On we go, min- 
gling with pilgrims from every land, the orient and 
the occident, to the jeweled shrine where every 
race is forgotten. The sun is just out in soft 
splendor over the wide expanse as we reach the 
thronged and brilliant esplanade with tower and 
domes surging upward as if to greet an unclouded 
sky. .We are in the portals of the White City 
where Greek and Gothic architecture mingle in 
harmonious poise; where superb forms with 
trumpet and wing seem to be living with the heav- 
ing mass below; where golden domes and spires 
appear to create a light of their own without the 
touch of the invisible sun; where the great lake 
beneath the luminous pavilion of clouds, with a 
thousand ships upon its breast presents a metrop- 
olis of its own, and where colors in rich variety are 
like gems upon the massiv walls. Look where you 
will there are people—on the roofs, the windows, 
the scaffolding, on parapet and pillar. They cluster 
and swarm and climb and dangle like bees, two 
hundred feet over your head. Every available 
space a yard high, wherever foot can press or hand 
hold, is occupied. In every direction black 
masses stream upon the sight, rolling, tumbling, 
like so many billows. Two hundred thousand 
people confront the president when he reaches the 
grand platform. Beside him is Carter Harrison, 
Director-General Davis, Duke Veragua, and a hun- 
dred other celebrities representing almost all the 
nations of the earth on this gala day. Above is the 
great dome of the Administration Building; ın 
front rre three tall masts upon whose tops in golden 
sheen are the three caravels, models of the three 
ships in which Columbus set forth upon his fateful 
journey. Beneath an immense sounding-board in 
the rear of the platform is seated the orchestra. 
In front boils and bubbles the great multitude as 
if it were on the top of a vast voleano. The mur- 
mur of uncounted voices is heard. Some are try- 
ing to get in and some are trying to get out. Oc- 
casionally the ranks press too close and a woman 
faints. She is deftly borne to the ambulance while 
the crowd keeps on roaring and pushing. Every- 
one is covered with mud. It is six inches deep. 
The Secular Pilgrim takes his chances with the 
rest. He is not among the dignitaries, but with 
the democratic masses. He is covered with real 
estate. He is obliged to stand on tiptoe to see 
anything. Once in a while Charlesworth’s stalwart 
arms lift him up and he catches a bird’s-eye view 
of the tumultuous surroundings. It is at times a 
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tion which has never fallen to the lot of any other 
man, his two terms of eight years in administering 
the government form the most glorious epoch in 
the history of our country. From the establish- 
ment of the government down to the present day 
no man has occupied the presidential chair who 
was a truer patriot. No man has ever lived whose 
individuality was more deeply impressed on the 
institutions of his country than Thomas Jefferson. 
He founded a party on a theory of government 
republican in form and democratic in principle, 
which, if properly comprehended and appreciated 
by those who call themselvs his followers, neither 
the ravages of time, nor the assaults and machina- 
tions of ambition, cupidity, or corporate interests, 
could ever prevail against. He was no machine 
politician. He believed and taught that the welfare 
of the republic depended on the exercise by every 
citizen of the most independent and intelligent ac- 
tion in wielding the franchise bestowed on him by 
the laws of the country. A political organization 
depending for its success on the amount of patron- 
age that it would be able to bestow on its ad- 
herents, would be regarded by him as a band of 
conspirators. In a great republic like our own, 
where progressiv measures should not only be initi- 
ated but carried to a successful issue be:ore being 
thought of in the Old World, through agitation 
and the free intelligent action of the people, 
it is the principle or measure proposed that 
the intelligent American citizen should always 
vote for, but not to keep certain men in office 
merely because they are labeled with the name of 
any party. A political organization nominally 
connected with but practically separated from one 
of the great national parties, based on the spoils 
system, if its influence and power should be ex- 
tended beyond its local habitation by means of 
affiliating branches or ambitious demagogs be- 
comes a menace to liberty, progress, and good 
government. If its demands are not complied 
with, it may combine with the political opponents 
of the party of which it pretends to be a subordi- 
nate part in order to secure the spoils and patron- 
age of office. 

Consequently it can hav no regard for public 
sentiment or moral principles. It will multiply 
offices and utterly destroy all respect for law. In 
it the demagog will thrive and the political dicta- 
tor amass fortunes of ill-gotten wealth. 

Yes, Jefferson would hav regarded political 
organization for the purpose of power and spolia- 
tion as a conspiracy against a free, liberal demo- 
cratic form of government. He was in favor of the 
abolition of slavery and labored fearlessly to hav 
the institution destroyed before it became strong 
enough to be a disturbing element in national 
affairs. Although he inherited many slaves he 
treated them humanely and finally gave them all 
certificates of freedom. 

He added to the national domain a tract of terri- 
tory greater in extent than that contained in the 
original thirteen colonies. He desired that the 
institutions which he had so prominent a hand in 
founding should be extended to the isthmus of 
Darien with all the adjacent islands on the south, 
and to the Arctic ocean on the north. 

Although the population of the country was com- 
parativly small in his day, and the milita~y arm of 
the government weak, yet his foreign policy was 
firm, strong, and independent. 

He encouraged the development of the arts and 
sciences to the end that the American people might 
perfect their independence of all foreign monop- 
olies institutions, and disturbing influences. On 
the expiration of his second term as president he 
immediately retired to his residence at Monticello. 
Although he now disconnected himself from the 
perplexing cares of official life forever, yet tke 
mind that had made the most indelible impression 
on the institutions of the country was still fresh 
and vigorous, and while he devoted much of his 
time to literary pursuits, the advancement of 
science, and the founding of the University of 
Virginia, still the welfare of the country, the prog- 
ress of political events, and-the drift of public 
sentiment on all important questions were matters 
that the greatest statesman of the age could not 
fail to be deeply interested in. 

Although far removed from the actual scenes of 
political strife, practically he was present by 
counsel, advice, and public correspondence until 
July 4, 1826, when he passed serenely away on the 
fifteenth anniversary of the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence. 

In stature and person Jefferson was six feet two 
inches tall, very erect and well formed, but spare. 
He was simple and unaffected in manner and tem- 
perate in habits. Such was the author of the 
Declaration of Independence; the father of the 
statute for religious freedom ; the founder of the 


Communications. 


Address by J. J. MeCabe. 


DELIVERED AT THE ANNUAL BANQUET OF THE ALBANY 
JEFFERSON SOCIAL CLUB ON APRIL 139TH, THE ANNIVER- 
SARY OF THE BIRTH OF THOMAS JEFFERSON. 

Lanes anD GENTLEMEN: To-day we celebrate the 
one-hundred-and-fiftieth anniversury of the birth of 
Thomas Jefferson, the greatest political philosopher 
and statesman that our country has ever produced. 
Gifted by nature with all those faculties which are 
indispensable in the composition of a great, intellect- 
ual, and judicious patriot and leader of men, educa- 
tion took deep root, the moral sentiments and 
noble aspirations of the embryo statesman found 
their affinities and formed their attachments, in 
the greatest man that ever breathed the wholesome 
air of old Virginia. 

Not more than once in a lifetime does a great 
master, a profound preceptor, find a student on 
whom he ventures to lavish all the wealth of his 
knowledge, experience, and thoughtful speculations 
in the realm of philosophy and science. 

Dr. William Small, professor of mathematics 
in the College of William and Mary, had such a 
pupil in Thomas Jefferson, and never was teacher 
better requited for his care, never was hope reposed 
in more fruitful soil or anticipation better realized. 

After leaving college, Jefferson studied law under 
the celebrated George Withe, of Virginia, and was 
called to the bar in 1766. ‘three years after this 
event, at the age of twenty-five, he entered the 
House of Burgesses of Virginia and joined the 
Revolutionary party. In 1774 he published a 
“Summary View of the Rights of British America,” 
a bold. independent pamphlet addressed to the 
king. In 1775 he was elected a member of the 
Continental Congress and in the following year 
drafted the Declaration of Independence. 

Between 1777 and 1779 he was employed on a 
commission for revising the laws of Virginia, the 
labor of the commission falling almost entirely on 
Jefferson. The revision of these laws wrought a 
complete revolution in jurisprudence in the matter 
of the relation of the state to the religious convic- 
tions and the physical obligations of the individual. 
Henceforth mental freedom and the liberty of 

speech and the press should not only be tolerated, 
but they must be protected, by the laws of Virginia. 

The essential elements of the Virginia statute for 

religious freedom were afterward incorporated in 

the Constitution of the United States. Before 

Jefferson’s statute for religious freedom became a 

part of the law, there were many white men in Vir- 

ginia who had no rights or privileges that even a 

negro was bound to respect. Every company of 

emigrants that had landed on American soil brought 
their household gods and superstitions with them, 
with recollections of the intolerant and barbarous 
precedents established by their religious adversaries ; 
consequently, when they established themselvs on 
the land they also established their religion by law, 
with the view of not permitting any other to exist 
in the province. The patriarchs, prophets, and 
kings of the Hebrews became their patron saints, 
and all that part of the Jewish code that had been 
assimilated by the English and Scotch reformers was 
engrafted on the civil law with fearful penalties 
attached for violations or evasions. Roman Cathol- 
icism in Maryland, too weak on account of its 
environments to prohibit the exercise of other forms 
than its own, contented itself in the enactment of 

laws against blasphemy or free speech. 7 
It was to overthrow this demon of religious in- 

sanity and to beget a spirit of fraternal sympathy 

and good-will among the people of the American 
colonies that Jefferson aimed, when he laid the 
cornerstone of the future American republic while 
acting in a representativ capacity as a law-maker 
for the people of Virginia. In 1779 he was elected 
governor of his nativ province, then a state by 
virtue of the ezisting Revolution and the Declara- 
tion of Independence; and in 1781 he composed 
the celebrated “Notes on Virginia.” In Novem- 
ber, 1783, he again took his seat in the Continental 

Congress, and in May following he was appointed 

minister plenipotentiary to act with Franklin and 

Adams in the negotiation of commercial treaties 

with the governments of Europe. 

In 1785 he was appointed minister to France, 
performing the duties of the office with great credit 
to himself and the people of the United States till 
1789, when he returned to America and was placed 
by President Washington at the head of the depart- 
ment of state. i 

In 1797 he became vice-president and in 1801 
president of the United States. Having been pre- 

pared for discharge of the duties of that exalted 
. position by an experience and philosophical educa- 


University of Virginia; the great political philoso- 
pher and statesman; the aggressiv champion of 
American institutions; the exemplar of republican 
democracy; the sagacious and heroic president; - 
the fearless aud honest public citizen—Thomas 


Jefferson. 


Items of Foreign News Interesting to Free- 
thinkers. 

The annual congress of the Belgian Freethought 
Federation will be held at Liége on May 21st and 
22d. The definit program of the congress has not 
been published yet, but two subjects are certain to 
come up for consideration, viz.: “The Legal 
Status of Woman,” and “Reports of the Political 
Activity of Freethought Societies.” 


During the first three months of this year Spain 
witnessed 289 first-class bull-fights in which 
1,594 bulls were killed, and 307 minor exhibits in 
which were killed 1,407 young bulls, while two 
picadores hav lost their lives, and sixteen espidas and 
banderillos hav sustained severe injuries. On an 
average about fifteen horses lose their lives at each 
exhibition. Spain, as our readers are aware, is a 
very pious and most Christian country. 


Mr. Pedro Rodriguez, of Aguilas, Spain, has re- 
ceived an addition to his family in the shape of a 
girl baby. This in itself is a common occurrence, 
but we take pleasure in congratulating Mr. Rodri- 
guez, inasmuch as this is his fourth child, and 
none of the others hav had any religious mummeries 
performed over them. ‘Chis is much in Spain, and 
it would be well if American Freethinkers, who 
hav less to fear, would “go and do likewise ” with 
their children. Show your manhood and’ inde- 
pendence. l 


A new Freethought society has seen the light of 
day at Vienna, Austria. It is founded by Miss 
Clara Stockinger, and meets twice a month to listen 
and debate on a given subject. Owing to that 
funny -‘absolute-liberty-of-conscience ” paragraph 
in the Austrian constitution, this society is a private 
one, which givs two monthly dinner-parties.. The 
old society, founded by our friend Edward 
Schwella, has existed over six years and has over 
two hundred members. It would be well for our 
Austrian friends to make one scciety of the two, 
and then pull together. 


Since Mrs. Anna B. Wicksell has taken charge 
of the business management of Fritänkaren the 
financial status of this paper has considerably im- 
proved. The Swedish Freethinkers are to be con- 
gratulated upon the acquisition of so competent a 
lady manager, for while a cause is young, and its 
adherents hav to fight for recognition or even ex- 
istence, every dollar counts. Fritänkaren, which is 
as heretofore edited by our friend Viktor E. Lenn- 
strand, has improved continually since its first 
appearance, and we advise our Swedish-American 
friends to subscribe for their newly arrived coun- 
trymen who are unable to read the English lan- 


guage. 


The German Freethought Federation will hold 
its annual congress on May 27th to 29th at Carls- 
ruhe. Saturday and Sunday forenoon will be 
devoted to business. Sunday afternoon Prof.: 
Ludwig Buchner, of Darmstadt, author of “ Force 
and Matter,” a most excellent work, will deliver an 
address on the subject of “Freethought and the 
Social Question.” He will be followed by Dr. Rudt, 
of Heidelberg, who will giv a discourse “From 
the History of Religious Mysteries.” In the even- 
ing there will be a banquet, with instrumental 
music, singing, declamations, and speeches. On 
Monday, the last day, there will be an excursion to 
either Heidelberg or Baden-Baden. 


Reading the letter headed “God Addressed by 
Post-Office” in Tux Truru SEEKER of April 22d re- 
called to mind a letter published in a late number 
of the English Salvation Army organ, the War Cry. 
The letter found in that paper is copied from one 
sent from heaven to General Booth. It is written 
by the angels that escorted Lot out from Sodom, 
and it states that the War Cry has a large number 
of readers in heaven and that religious papers and 
magazines are in great demand. Still, for safety’s 
sake, St. Peter, or some other celestial coon, is 
delegated as censor of the press and permits 
nothing but what is orthodox and moral. Hav our 
readers ever studied the advertising pages of a 
religious journal? - 


The Swedish daily paper Ystad’s Allehande con- 
tains some “moral” precepts given by a religious 
teacher to his pupils. We giv but a few of these: 


A girl must not borrow a knife or anything else 
from a boy, for it is a sin. 

A girl must not look at a boy, or a boy at a girl, 
for it is a sin. p 7 

Boys and girls must not go a-sleighriding to- 
gether, for it is a sin. 

A boy must not touch a girl, for it is a sin. 

You should not read any books but the cate- 
chism and the Bible, and to do otherwise is a sin. 

You must not say adieu, for it is a sin. 

Reading this we do not doubt the statement that 
a new messiah, No. 1,000 and something, by name 
Lindquist, has made his appearance in central 
Sweden and is gaining many followers. 


Palmira Añón, a stanch Spanish Freethinker, 
died at Requena, Spain. His family lot was in the 
Catholic burial-ground, but the church refused the 
admittance of his remains. The mayor of the city 
was appealed to and he decided in favor of the de- 
céased’s family, and the body of P. Añón was de- 
posited with secular rites, and under police protec- 
tion. The following day a mob, consisting of 
priests, monks, and fanatical Catholics, exhumed 
the coffin and threw it and its contents outside the 
cemetery. This high-handed proceeding has caused 
great indignation, and, the mayor being unable to 
compel the Catholics to show common decency, 
the higher authorities hav been appealed to. In 
Spain they hav a semi-union of church and state. 


In Sweden Freethought is “humming,” and 
not alone are meetings held and lectures delivered 


in Stockholm, but several lecturers are continually | 


traveling the country. We are pleased. to correct 
a misstatement of ours Which appeared in these 


columns a short time ago, stating that the Free- 


thought movement seems to hay lost its vigor and 
shows itself in the capital only. During the past 
couple of weeks we hav received several letters 
from Sweden and hav been informed of the true 
state of affairs. Our previous statement was 
founded upon only rarely finding announcements 
of lectures in the provinces. We are sure our 
Swedish brethren hay the full.respect and sympathy 
of their American confréres. Gustav NeEzson. 
——— o — 

Dialog. 

Infidel. Is your Qod infinit 
power? Christian. He is. 

T. Does he at all times know what ought to be 
done? C. He does. 

T. Does he always do just what ought to be done? 
C. He does. 

I. Why do you pray to him? 
unchangeable. 

I. Is he omnipotent? C. He is. 

T. Did he create evil? ©. He did (Isa. xlv, 7). 

I. What for? C; Because he wanted to. 

T. If he is omnipotent why doesn’t he kill the 
devil? C. Because when he made all things, he 
made a bottomless pit; and put him in. As a 
matter of course, the devil, finding no bottom any- 
where, kept on traveling till he came out on the 
other side. 

I. When God made hell and forgot to put a 
bottom in it, did he know that the devil would get 
out? ©. He did. 

I. Did God afterward find any more use for 
this bottomless pit? C. He did. And leased it to 
the devil for an endless period of time, to fill it and 
immortalize it with his own offspring. 

T. Did the voice of God ever walk? C. It did. 

I. Where? C. In the garden of Eden. 

T. Is God omnipresent? ©. He is. 

I. When young Adam played the game of hide- 
and-God-go-seek, did he know God's voice was look- 
ing for him? ©. He did, and went and hid behind 
some trees. 

T. Did God’s voice find Adam ? 
calling several times to him. 

I. Why did God go down in the cool of the day, 
when he is omnipresent? C. To tell him that he 
ate of the forbidden fruit, and that he was naked ; 
and to make him a new suit of clothes. 

I. Did God do anything else on that particular 
occasion? ©. He did, he put two high officers in 
the garden, and then cursed Adam and sent him 
adrift, which he will do with all the cursed Infidels. 

I. Did God ever hav a wrestling with Jacob? 
C. He did (Gen. xxxii, 24, 27). 

I. Who got the best of that fight? C. Jacob 
had the best of it till near the break of day, then 
through a strategical movement God disjointed his 
thigh ; and even then had to ask Jacob to let him 
go. 
T. Why did God break Jacob’s leg? ©. Because 
he is an all-merciful and all-loving father. 

I. Do you believe the caricature on infinit wisdom 
to be blasphemous? ©. I do. 


in wisdom and 


C. Because he is 


C. It did, after 
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T. Did God ever get angry and swear? ©. He 
did (Ps. xev, 11). It is easy to see then why 
swearing is so common in Christian countries. 

T. Did God ever ride upon horses? C. He did 
(Hab. iii, 8). l 

T. Can you tell me in what part of the universe 
those horses are kept, and who grooms them, etc. ? 
C. God’s ways are past finding out. 

T. Did God ever tell anybody to buy liquor and 
get beastly drunk? ©. He did (Jer. xxv, 27; 
Deut. xiv, 26). 

T. Did that all-loving and merciful God say, cursed 
is he that keepeth back his sword from blood? 
C. Jer. xlviii, 10. 

T. Did the heavenly father ever tell mothers and 
fathers to eat their own children? ©. He did 
(Lev. xxvi, 29). l 

T. If God was to tell you to eat your own off- 
spring, would you doit? ©. You are asking too 
many impertinent questions. D. A. Met. 

Lordsburg, Cal. 


$< 


My Creed. 


What is my creed I scarce myself can tell. 
It is no written law that I obey; 

I fear no angry God nor endless hell 

` To wait for us poor creatures of a day; 

I do not seek the Bible’s ancient love 
For perfect purity’s unending power— 

- Those men who lived and sinned in days of yore 

Can scarcely help us in the present hour. 


No church with vain and idle pomp I seek, . 
Where canting hypocrits kneel down and pray, 
Who sin unstintingly throughout the week 
And save their virtues for the Sabbath day. 
What is the church but fashion’s idle hall, 
Where pious sinners play at being good, 
Who turn away from duty’s joyless call 
And close their hearts to struggling brotherhood. 


All, all around I see a suffering earth, 
So. choked by sin that truth can scarcely grow; 
Where happiness must perish in its birth, 
And sweetest songs are touched by notes of woe; 
From every side come cries of grief and pain, 
Where life is but a weary weight of years, 
With many losses and so little gain, 
Whose only birthright is the gift of years. 


I do not scorn the souls whose efforts fail; 
Whose guideless feet hav sometimes gone astray, 
For deeper sins hide ’neath religion’s veil. 
Baptismal waters cannot wash away; 
I do not say, believe or thou art lost; 
What right hav I to judge my fellow-man? 
What power hav I to judge the tempest-tossed? 
He is the saint who does the best he can. 


Within my temple by the stream and wood 
Sweet Nature teaches of the flight of time, 
I learn to worship all the pure and good, 
And truth is sacred in its might sublime. 
That great unseen I adore 
That fills the universe above, below; 
That guides the planets by its unseen power, 
Creates a world or bids a daisy grow. 


This is my creed—perhaps it is no creed, 
But—he is wise whose honor is his law, 
Who helps a fellow-being in his need, 
And preaches nt of heaven’s narrow door; 
An honest man (this is the greatest praise), 
Whose deeds are many and whose words are few— 
This is the hight on which I fix my gaze, 
This is my one and only creed—be true. 


7 [IRENE LORRAINE Cowan. 
ce- 


The Kind of Man John Remsburg Is. 


The Leavenworth, Kan., Daily Times in its 
issue for Sunday, April 23d, contains sketches of 
several noted Kansans, among them J. E. Rems- 
burg, whom it disposes of as follows : 


Kansas seems to be turning out her share of prodigies, 
of men and women who hav won national distinction in 
their special lines. ; 

Prominent among these is John E. Remsburg, of Oak 
Mills, a hamlet about half-way between the two cities of 
Leavenworth and Atchison. The latter city has always 
claimed him, but without reason, for he belongs quite as 
much to Leavenworth as to Atchison. 

Mr. Remsburg is the second most gifted, brilliant, and 
entertaining Liberal or Freethought lecturer in America 
if not in the world. The mantle of Colonel Ingersoll 
seems to be falling upon his shoulders, and well he has 
earned it and gracefully he wears it. , 

Twelve years ago the Turners of this city celebrated 
an anniversary of the birth of thomas Paine and Mr. 
Remsburg was the orator of the occasion. Since then he 
has delivered over twenty-five hundred lectures. To do 
this he traveled nearly two hundred thousand miles, in 
forty-eight states, territories, and provinces and lectured 
in one thousand different cities and villages, including 
all the large cities of the United States and Canada. 

Many of Mr. Remsburg’s lectures hav been printed in 
book form and hav a wide circulation. One that at- 
tracted much attention and discussion four years ago 
was his work—‘‘ Was Abraham Lincoln a Christian?” 
This was brought out by the repeated and persistent 
declaration, on the part of overzealous church people, 
that Lincoln was a Christian. 

Mr. Remsburg collected and presented such an array 
of facts, such a crushing weight of unquestionable evi- 
dence, asto settle the question beyond the shadow of a 
doubt. The positiv testimony of one such witness as 
Hon. W. H. Herndon, Lincoln’s old law partner, ought 
to hav been sufficient, but Mr. Remsburg went beyond 
and obtained a perfect avalanche of evidence showing 
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that the great statesman was not only not a Christian in 
any sense of the word, but he was a positiv disbeliever in 
the peculiar dogmas of that system of faith, all the silly 
fictions invented about his piety to the contrary notwith- 
standing. 

But the world has made rapid progress in the last fifty 
years and it no longer concerns itself about a man’s the- 
ological views or professions. If he is an honest man he 
fills the bill, no difference whether he believes in one, 
three, or four gods, or none at all. A man does not hav 
to be a Christian in order to be honest, moral, or relig- 
lous, nor to be a good father, husband, son, or citizen. 
Some of the best and most lovable men and women in 
the world hay no more use for creeds and dogmas than 
they hav for the cobwebs and sweepings of an old garret. 

en scandal-mongers complained to Lincoln that 
Grant drank whisky he asked them what brand he drank, 
saying he wanted to buy a barrel of it for every general in 
the army. A tree should be judged by the fruit it bears. 
‘* Deeds and not creeds ” is to-day the measure of human 
fitness. ‘‘Every man his own creed-maker,” is the pre- 
vailing idea. oodness for goodness’s sake—for the love 
of goodness—and not goodness inspired by the lash or 
the fear of hell. 

As a gentleman and a scholar, Mr. Remsburg will not 
fail, wherever he goes, to reflect credit upon the state 
which claims him as her citizen. The demands upon his 
time are so great as to frequently make it difficult to giv 
dates under a month or two ahead and he is often obliged 
to decline calls. For sume weeks past he has been lect- 
uring in Texas and Arkansas. 

If there is a place on earth that needs his services it is 
the latter state. About five years ago the very remark- 
able political-religious phenomenon occurred in that 
state of the two parties each nominating and running 
seven preachers on their state tickets. One had led o 
with seven preachers, in order to get a scoop on the vote 
of that many sects, and that rendered it necessary for the 
other to follow suit or throw up the sponge. Everybody 
in Arkansas belongs to the church. As a paradise for 
preachers it undoubtedly presents attractions unsur- 
passed anywhere in the known world. 

Mr. Remsburg’s son George is an enthusiastic student 
of geology, archæology, and paleontology, and has made 
researches and written several interesting papers upon 
discoveries made by himself in this section relating to 
prehistoric races. 


Deaths. 


Erie Monroe Power, son of Mrs. Power, of the 
Ironclad Age, died April 27th. He was nineteen 
years of age. The “Farewell” was at his mother’s 
residence on the 30th, the oration being by W. H. 
Nott, M.D. To Mrs. Power we offer sympathy 
deep and hearty. 

On April 21, 1893, Thomas Cheeny, a nativ of 
Ohio, eighty-five years old, was buried without the 
intervention of the Christian clergy, at Petaluma, 
Cal. It was his request that he hav a secular 
funeral, and his son Thomas, at whose house he 
breathed his last, fully complied with his request. 
Philip Caven read an appropriate selection over his 
grave. Mr. Cheeney went to California in 1850, re- 
turned to Illinois and brought out his family in 1854, 
and has resided in that state ever since. He is 
buried alongside his wife, whom he outlived about 
fifteen years. In accordance with his desires, 
his body was placed in a redwood coffin and conveyed 
to the grave in a farm wagon that had been on the 
ranch for years. 


Can Serve the “Infinit One” by Reading The 
Truth Seeker. 


James B. Weaver’s paper, the Farmers’ Tribune, 
BAYS: 


No man can fairly and honestly reach any decision who 
has not carefully studied both sides of the question. 

The honest and just arbiter, the broad-minded, truth- 
seeking man is always guided by the dictates of his 
reason, and never by the blind instructions of faith. 

In the opinion of the writer, in all things reason should 
take precedence over faith—in thiogs secular and things 
spiritual. 

We do not consider ourselvs enlightened until we hav 
studied both sides of a secular question. Is it not equall: 
important to an enlightened understanding to study both 
sides of spiritual and religious questions? 

Why should any man accept any tenet, doctrin, or 
creed without first inquiring into the why and wherefore 
of it? Why should any man accept any particular relig- 
ious belief without first submitting the whence and 
whither of it to the inspection of reason? 

If the Christian religion expresses the inexorable law 
of the master spirit of the universe, as a great many think 
it does, then it is the religion to which we owe our sup- 
port, and we can best giv that support, and best battle 
for that religion by keeping posted and thoroughly 
read up on the argument of its enemies. 

And if that religion is not inspired by the infinit being, 
as a great many men think it isn’t, we will best serve 
ourselvs, best serve the world, and best serve the infinit 
one who is responsible for our existence, by seeking the 
True Religion. 

We can Only do this successfully by investigating ‘‘ the 
other side.” 

We do not know of any better means to become thus 
enlightened than by subscribing for THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
published in New York, and the leading Freethought 
journal of the day. 


—_— — — o 


“ Liberty in Literature. Testimonial to Walt Whitman, 
by R. G. Ingersoll,” is the name of a nice little volume 
sent us by The Truth Seeker Co. of 28 Lafayette Place, 
New York. Every admirer of the quaint old poet and 
every lover of elegant and pure diction should procure 
a copy of this book.—Mellette, S. D., Tribune, 
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(Continued from page 298.) . ` 

To the states of the Union we are largely indebted for 

activ and substantial support. A sum in excess of 

_ $6,000,000 has been raised and expended by the states 
and territories for their official use in promoting their 
own interests conjointly with the general success of the 
exhibition. f . 

To the foreign nations who hav a representation upon 
these grounds never before witnessed at any exposition, 
as shown by the grand exhibits they hav brought here 
and the hundreds of official representativs of foreign 
governments who are present on this occasion. we bow in 
grateful thanks. More than $6,000,000 hav been officially 
appropriated for these commissions in furtherance of 
their participation in the Exposition. The great nations 
of Europe and their dependencies are all represented 
upon these grounds. The governments of Asia and 
Africa and the republics of the Western hemisphere with 
but few. exceptions are here represented. 

To the citizens and corporation of the city of Chicago, 
who hay furnished $11,000,000 as a contribution, and in 
addition hav Jent the management $5,000,000 more, are 
due the grateful acknowledgments of our own people, 
and of al the honored guests who share with us the ad- 
vantages of this great international festival. 

To the tens of thousands of exhibitors who hav con- 

tributed on a larger scale than all others combined we 
are under the-deepest obligations for their interest and 
coöperation. To the women of Chicago and our great 
land, whose prompt, spontaneous, and enthusiastic co- 
‘operation in our work turned the eyes of the world 
toward the Exposition as toward a new star of the Hast— 
an inspiration for womanhood everywhere—we extend 
our cordial and unstinted recognition. f 

It is our hope that this great Exposition may inaugu- 
rate a new era of moral and material progress and our 
fervent aspiration that the association of the nations here 
may secure not only warmer and stronger friendships 
but lasting peace throughout the world. 

The grand, concerted illustration of modern progress 
which is here presented for the encouragement of art, of 
science, of industry, of commerce, has necessitated an 
expenditure, including the outlay of our exhibitors, 
largely in excess of $100,000,000. We hav given it our 


constant thought, our most devoted service, our best 


energy; and now, in this central city of this great repub- 
lic on the continent discovered by Columbus, it only 
remains for you, Mr. President, if in your opinion the 
Exposition here presented is commensurate in dignity 
with what the world should expect of our great country, 
to direct that it shall. be opened to the public, and when 
you touch this magic key, the ponderous machinery will 
start in its revolutions and the activities of this Exposition 
will begin. 

The president was then welcomed with prolonged 
cheers by the immense multitude, with the waving 
of handkerchiefs, hats, umbrellas, mingled with 
many irreverent ejaculations, such as, “How are 
you, Grover?” etc. The president was in good 
voice, but could not be heard twenty-five feet away. 
He made the following brief address: 


I am here to join my fellow-citizens in the congratula- 
tions which befit this occasion. Surrounded by the 
stupendous results of American enterprise and activity 
and in view of magnificent evidences of American s 
and intelligence, we need not fear that these congratula- 
tions will be exaggerated. We stand to-day in the pres- 
ence of the oldest nations of the world and point to the 
great achievements we here exhibit, asking no allowance 
on the score of youth. 

The enthusiasm with which we contemplate our work 
intensifies the warmth of the greeting we extend to those 
who hav come from foreign lands to illustrate with us the 
growth and progress of human endeavor in the direction 
of a higher civilization. 

We who believe that popular education and the stimu- 
lation of the best impulses of our citizens lead the way to 
a realization of the proud national destiny which our 
faith promises’ gladly welcome the opportunity here 
afforded us to see the results accomplished by efforts 
which hav been exerted longer than ours in the field of 
man’s improvement, while in appreciativ return we ex- 
hibit the unparalleled advancement and wonderful ac- 
complishments of a young nation, and present the tri- 
umphs of a vigorous, self-reliant, and independent peo- 
ple. We hav built these splendid edifices, but we hav 
also built the magnificent fabric of a popular government, 
whose grand proportions are seen throughout the world. 
We hav made and here gathered together objects of use 
and beauty, the products of American skill and invention. 
We hav also made men who rule themselvs. 

It is an exalted mission in which we and our guests 
from other lands are engaged, and we codperate in the 
inauguration of an enterprise devoted to human en- 
lightenment; and in the undertaking we here enter upon 
we exemplify in the noblest sense the brotherhood of 
. nations. ; 

Let us hold fast to the meaning that underlies this 
ceremony, and let us not lose the impressivness of this 
moment. As bya touch the machinery that givs life to 
this vast Exposition is now set in motion, so at the same 
instant let our hopes and aspirations awaken forces which 
in all time to come shall influence the welfare, the dig- 
nity, and the freedom of ma 

Then, amidst a wondrous stillness, as if the whole 
vast scene of lake and sky, of buildings, of people, 
were a mirror, throbbed the most eloquent moment 
of all; more eloquent than any president or king, 
or all the dignitaries of the world; more eloquent 
than any voice or picture, or strain of mighty 
music; more eloquent than any epic ever poured 
from human lips. With graceful gesture the chief 
magistrate of the republic, the chosen representativ 
of millions of people in this august century, pressed 
the little button which held in leash the stupendous 
mechanical forces of the World’s Fair, and instantly, 
as if by magic, sound and color vied in giving un- 
surpassed glory to the scenes upon which for a 
space out of the blue heavens the sufi sent its efful- 
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gent rays, making the clouds beautiful and the 

golden dome resplendent. _The machinery, hitherto 

pulseless, moved with life, like a planet awakening 

to its evolutions. The Star Spangled Banner was 

swiftly unfurled, and the Spanish and Columbian 

colors greeted it, and the flags of a hundred nations 

from every point swept the breeze, while in from 

the lake rolled the boom of heavy guns. Innumer- 

able whistles rent the air, and two hundred thou- 

sand people joined in the acclaim. The drapery fell 

from the magnificent, gilded « Statue of the Repub- 

lic,” and like a glorious apparition, history and 

prophecy in one, it stood forth in its illustrious 

beauty. There was a tidal wave of enthusiasm, an 

indescribable emotion of joy and wonder, as the 

great panorama was unfolded, while over all surged 

the strains of “ America,” the sweet thunders of the 

orchestra rolling with the chorus of the jubilant 

throng. And then, as if to throw a touch of strange 
melancholy into the exultant scene, along the high- 
est balcony of the Administration Building trailed 
a body of Cody’s Indians, in war paint and gorgeous 
feathers and glittering costume, survivals of the 

primitiv glory of an ancient race, to whom all this 
magnificence has brought death instead of life. 

Their homes are disappearing, their hunting-fields, | 
their very existence; they are the sacrifice that 

renders possible this exceeding greatness. To 

them all these mighty sounds are a requiem, these 

pennons a funeral drapery. They must pass away 

that something grander might flourish. In their 
barbaric splendor against this blaze of civilization 
do we behold the tragedy of history, the desolations 
of evolution. Where is God? It is man against 
man, and the stronger wins. 

The great World’s Fair is open, and open it will 
be, I believe, seven days in the week. In spite of 
all the formality and nonsense and humbug con- 
nected with it, in spite of religious bigotry and wire- 
pulling and political rascality, this great World’s 
Fair in the heart of it is for Freethought and hu- 
manity. It will giv us many a noble and inspiring 
lesson. It will teach not miracle but evolution, not 
prayer but industry, not religion but science. 
Superficially viewed it may seem to be nothing but 
a big show where priest and president play their 
gaudy roles, but this is only the froth and foam, no 
part of the real process, of the “deep and sweeping 
thoughts that lead the world at last to freedom.” 
We must penetrate beneath the surface. In this 
World’s Fair are deeply flowing currents, splendors 
and powers of human genius that are for progress 
and progress only. These inner meanings I shall 
seek to unfold as I traverse from day to day this 
fairyland of modern science, this epitome of all the 
world. 

The exhibits are in a very imperfect state at 
present. This is not the fault of the management. 
The weather has been simply terrible. Besides, 
under any circumstances it would be almost impos- 
sible for such a vast number of exhibits to be ready. 
I should not advise anyone to visit Chicago until 
June—or later, if they want to see all there is to be 
in the World’s Fair, and see it at its best. For 
those who are already here there is enough to be 
seen. One is amply repaid for his visit, and expend- 
iture of time and money. 

In this week’s chapter I only giv a general out- 
line—the prelude. Hereafter I shall follow a care- 
fully studied route in my descriptions cf the World’s 
Fair, and if those who come here for a day, or for 
a week, or for a month, will follow this route they 
will find it the most expeditious, and the most com- 
prehensiy journey through this vast Exposition, by 
which they can see the most of its four hundred 
buildings and thousands of exhibits. Especially 
must those who visit the Fair only a day or two, or 
a week, hav a carefully marked-out route and fol- 
low it closely. If they plunge into this mass of 
wonders without forethought, they will be simply 
overwhelmed, and hay but a confused idea of the 
immense spectacle. If those who read these notes 
will study beforehand the route I hav planned they 
will, I am sure, hav a clear, connected, and well- 
defined picture of the Fair, which will be to them a 
lasting possession. They will know what they hay 
seen and remember it distinctly, and this is all- 
important. For those.who do not attend the Fair I 
shall giv the very best descriptions I can of its in- 
finit variety. 

So hereafter I shall take my fellow-travelers of 
the Ideal Truthseeker Company through the Mid- 
way Plaisance; the Woman’s Building, Horticult- 
ural Hall, the vista of State buildings, the Children’s 
Building, the official headquarters of foreign nations, 
the Art Palace, the Fishery Building, the Manufact- 
ures and Liberal Arts, Mines and Mining, Trans- 
portation, Administration, Agricultural Buildings, 
ete. It will be a rich and rare journey for all of us 
—and we shall not look upon its like again. 

Saumur, P. Pornam. 


_ An Explanation to the Liberal Public. 

When I met Mr. Remsburg in Washington, and 
he made known to me his plan for a great Inter- 
national Congress, I heartily approved of it, as. the 
best way by which all the Liberals of America could 
unite in a most important enterprise. I gladly 
yielded the post of honor to Judge Waite, president 
of the American Secular Union, and was willing in 
the subordinate capacity of secretary to do all the 
work, and without any guarantee of pay, devote 
my energies to the affairs of the Congress, which 
could only be made a success by the most perse- 
vering labors. The movement was cordially in- 
dorsed by all the committee appointed by Mr. 
Remsburg—a representativ committee through 
whose united influence the greatest of Freethought 
gatherings was assured. I corresponded with 
Judge Waite, and offered him without reserve my 
enthusiastic support. It was thought best to hav 
a meeting of the committee. Judge Waite con- 
ferred with me in regard to this, and desired my 
opinion as to the most favorable place for the meet- 


‘ing. Understanding that Mr. Shaw and Mrs. Lulu 


Monroe Powers could not be present at the meet- 
ing, and that Mr. Green while indorsing the move- 
ment would not be able on account of health to 
render activ service, it seemed to me by all odds 
that New York city was the point. Mr. Macdonald 
and myself would already be there. Mr. Washburn 
and Miss Wixon could easily come with but little 
expense. It was as convenient as any point for 
Captain Adams. However, Judge Waite selected 
Buffalo, no doubt with the best of motivs, but it was 
a most unfortunate selection. The only one really 
accommodated was Mr. Ellis, of Toronto. 

While in Montreal Captain Adams told me that 
he had but little expectation of attending the 
meeting, and when I said good-bye to him, at my 
last inquiry, would he be at Buffalo? he only shook 
his head. Iwas therefore thoroughly under the 
impression that he would not attend. When I 
arrived in Boston and consulted with Washburn I 
found that he was not going, on account of busi- 
ness at home and the expense: Miss Wixon was: 
engaged to giv an address and could not go. It 
would cost these two members of committee and Mr. 
Macdonald and myself about $125 to attend the 
meeting. This is quite a sum for four Liberals not 
rich in this world’s goods to pay out for the con- 
gress. Mr. Macdonald and myself wanted to be 
sure that something would be done. On Monday 
morning, therefore, Mr. Macdonald telegraphed to 
Judge Waite, at Chicago, asking whether anyone 
would be there. No reply was sent to this tele- 
gram, and Mr. Macdonald repeated his telegram to 
Judge Waite at Buffalo, and again to H. L. Green, 
and saying he and I would come on if anybody was 
there. No reply to these inquiries was received 
until Wednesday evening, when Mr. Waite sent 
word that the committee movement was abandoned. 
Had he replied to any one of the telegrams 
Mr. Macdonald and myself would hav been at 
Buffalo. Instead, without consulting anyone, he 
and Mr. Ellis and Mr. Adams decided to “abandon 
the committee movement.” 

The Liberals of this country know how busily Iam 
kept at work. I did not arrive in New York until - 
Tuesday at noon. It was then necessary for me to 
examin the proofs of my new book, “Religion a 
Curse, Religion a Disease, Religion a Lie,” and pre- 
pare it for publication, and I could not possibly do 
this in less than twenty-four hours. If I had gone 
to Buffalo I should hav been compelled to return to 
New York to finish this important business. 

With all these misunderstandings, perplexities, 
uncertainties, and difficulties, only three members 
of the committee met—Judge Waite, Captain 
Adams, and Mr. Ellis—and these three instead of 
originating a plan of work and consulting, either by 
telegram or letter, with the other members of the 
committee, informally met, resolved to abandon the 
committee movement, and so telegraphed to Mr. 
Macdonald. This action to me was incomprehen- 
sible. Being for years in the pioneer work I could 
not see any reason for abandoning a great move- 
ment simply because only a minority of the com- 
mittee were present. Time and time again hay 
committees met without a quorum—ag the national 
board of commissioners of the World’s Fair did the 
other day. But is that any reason for discourage- 
ment and dissolution? Could not the committee 
hav waited a few hours, telegraphed for Macdon- 
ald and myself, who would hav come, and then 
pushed things? Had Judge Waite been through 
the trials and disappointments that I hav been 
through for the last few years in the Freethought 
field he would not hav been so willing to abandon 
a movement at a critical point, and giv up as hope- 
less a task which, notwithstanding poverty of 
means, might hav come to a glorious consummation. 

However, the deed is done. The withdrawal of 
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three members from the committee movement | promis of its triumphs. In every respect, to thou- | their attempts to contradict Colonel Ingersoll. In 

nullifies ate peer oy ee ‘ogee sands of our friends abroad, to ourselvs, to our | hig book, Mr. Remsburg has gone over the whole 

success to induce Judge Waite to reconsider his | home-workers, this great Congress will be of incal- ; isti i mM- 

action. He writes me as follows: “I shall hav | culable advantage. er wee oan meet, and with ie oan = ier ee po 

nothing more to do with the committee movement. | quickened ear listen to the songs of triumph from, | 7°VeT8Y, Considering 1h tar y an ‘eae ae 

You will hav the International Conress all to your- | our fellow-workers from every land— against it the other evidence known, besides ad- 

self, with no disturbing elements.” From France, foremost of the Infidel nations of | ducing much new evidence. Since the appearance 
There is nothing left then except for the Free-| the earth; France, the home of Voltaire, Rousseau, | of the matter in these columns, the work has been ~ 

thought Federation of America to issue a call for | Hugo, Renan, and upon whose-shores were penned | revised and much new matter added, until it forms 
the International Congress as originally contem- | the pages of the “ Age of Reason.” _. | the most complete and conscientious consideration 
plated. No stone has been left unturned so far as From England, the scene of scores.of battles for | of the neston an Det Sufficient time has 

the Federation is concerned for a union of our | mental liberty, fought by heroes past and present, lapsed q Presid A Li In’s death t d 

forces. Iam altogether in favor of that, while I | and the soil of which gave birth to Thomas Paine, Se BINOS. = re eee Coasa DEI 

must be left free to adopt my own method and | Robert Owen, Richard Carlisle, and Charles Brad- judicial consideration of his faith possible, while 
push on in lines of action which perhaps others do | laugh, and many others, too, whose fame now rolls | the presence among us of hundreds who knew him 
not approve. The Federation has its special work | down the ages. E intimately enables the biographer to secure the 

—namely, the organization of direct political force, From Germany, where Freethought is spreading necessary material for his work. Mr. Remsburg is 

the formation of a voting body of Freethinkers. | rapidly, though strong efforts are still made by by study and natural qualities eminently fitted to 

All Liberals are not in favor of this. Many believe | bigotry to strangle liberty even in its infancy. settle the question, and in this book he has 

in other methods. There is no need of any oppo-| Germany, the home of Haeckel, Büchner, and many 4 3 . tifvi 

sition. Let each work in his own way. The field | others of scientific and literary fame. attempted to do so; and with gratifying success. 
is broad. From Sweden, too, where such gallant fights | We shall bring the book out in handsome shape, 

The committee movement having been so univer-| hav been made, and conquests won, by these| the paper edition being in The Truth Seeker 
sally approved, and having been so suddenly and | heroes in our cause, Victor Lennst~and and Captain | Library, for 50 cents, and a finely bound cloth edition 
strangely abandoned, I hav felt it due to the Lib- | Thomson. for $1. We hope to list a great many orders at once, 
eral public to make this explanation. I accuse no| From Spain, once the paradise of the world, but | to pe filled upon publication, which we shall push 
one’s -motivs. I think a great mistake has been | now almost crushed and helpless in the cause of ith P R b th : loth, $1; 
made, but I do not throw the burden of blame | Freedom, under the blighting curse of Jesuitism. WAT SOT OS: ss -1107 a oh : 
upon anyone. From PPAR shall come eloquent words for liberty. | paper, 50 cents. 

The Federation will take up the work abandoned From Italy also we must hav a representation. ” 

- by the committee, and with the means at hand, in | Italy, the home of popery and Honken, but where, | |. “Kour Hundred Years ot Hrcokhonebin 45 the 
spite of all difficulties, will work for the Inter- | owing to the rapid growth of Freethought princi- | title of a work to be written by Samuel P. Putnam, 
national Congress. It will do its level. best what- | ples, to an advancement of enlightenment, a statue | im connection with the World’s Fair International 
ever may be the result. Samuzrt P. Purnam. _| has been erected to that illustrious Freethought | Congress. It will giv in broad outline the history 

Chicago, IUl., Apr. 28, 1893. martyr, Giordano Bruno. Italy, where the Romish | of Freethought from the landing of Columbus to 
church has received one of the most fatal thrusts | the present time. It will picture the intellectual 
eee hex power eee Ue ig rapidly spread- condition òf mankind in 1492, and from that pe- 
mie hate, omo Tu thie plon gelaxy of liberty's riod trace the progress of liberty and science. No 

more interesting subject could be selected. It will 
be a book of permanent value, inasmuch as it wil 
unfold in vivid panorama the noblest results of hu- 
man effort. Deriving a special. interest from the 


champions Italy must find a place. : 
To each and every Freethinker in every country 
we extend and assure a hearty and generous welcome. 
World’s Fair and International Congress, it will 
be a book that every Freethinker will always desire, 
for it will giv to him the deepest meanings of his- 


Our delegates and members of Freethought 
societies throughout the world will be admitted to 

tory, and the sublimest triumphs of genius. It 
will be a companion book of Mr. Putnam’s pen- 


full membership in the Congress, and shall be en- 

entitled to vote upon filing their credentials with 
pictures of the World’s Fair, now being published 
in Tue Troura Szexer. It will not be ready in 


the secretary of the Federation. fy 
It is hoped by the board of directors and mem- 
‘book form until next fall, as it will include in its 
descriptions the closing hours of the World’s Fair, 


bers of the Federation that every Fréethinker in 

America will heartily co-operate with the Federation 
and the outlook of Freethought from that historic 
point. But the earlier chapters of the work, de- 


in this Congress and let us giv a generous greeting 

and noble welcome to the Freethinkers of other 

lands who shall visit our shores. We hav already 

received an official communication from Adolfo de 

Maglia, Barcelona, Spain, secretary of the organi- 

zation committee of the International Federation of 

Freethinkers, assuring us of their adhesion and 
scribing the era of Columbus, Bruno, Voltaire, 
Paine, etc., will appear in Taz Trura Szexer about 
August or September. The book will also be 
adorned with the portraits of the great Free- 
thinkers of the world. In every respect this vol- 
ume will be of intense interest and value to the 

Freethinker. ` 


co-operation in this Congress. The first meeting 
E. S. Westcott, one of the best-known lawyers in | 


will be held on Sunday, the 3d of. September next, 
at 10 o’clock in the forenoon. The place of meet- 

Hartford, Conn., and noted throughout the state as 
a disciple of Colonel Ingersoll, has received the 


ing will be announced later. 
The secretaries of Freethought societies through- 

following letter from the pastor and a committee of 

a Unitarian church: 


out the world are urgently requested to correspond 
with the secretary of the Federation upon this Con- 
gress, in order to enable the committee in charge 
to arrange the preliminaries without delay. We 
“ HARTFORD, Apr. 21, 1893. 

“E. S. Wesroorr, Esq., Dear Sir: Inasmuch as your 

presence and deportment are objectionable to the great 

majority of those who compose the Unitarian Congrega- 


would especially urge the above request upon the 

secretaries, of all American Freethought societies, 
tional Society in this city, and inasmuch as it is believed 
that your attendance is in no way helpful either to them 


assuring us of their hearty co-operation and 
or to you, you are hereby most respectfully requested not 


support. 
We shall, from this time forward, concentrate 

to attend any meetings held under the auspices of said 

society. (Signed) 


all our efforts upon this gathering, and do all in our 
“ Mmo Hunt, 


power to make it a grand success. Never before, 
in the history of our country, has such an oppor- 
“S. F. Bronson, t Society Committee. 
“J. L. BARKER, s 


International Congress of Freethinkers. 


To THE F'REETHINKERS or Ammrica: There has not 
been during the present century a grander oppor- 
tunity for the gathering together of Freethinkers 
from every clime than is now presented by the 
great World’s Fair at Chicago. It is an opportu- 
nity of unequaled importance, and one which every 
Freethinker should take advantage of and push 
forward our principles with such vim and enthu- 
siasm that society. must at length duly recognize 
them. 

_ The churches and organizations of every charac- 

ter are taking advantage of this great International 

Exposition, and we must not remain idle. Free- 
thought should certainly kindle its camp-fire here 
and giv a splendid welcome to its many allies 
throughout the world. It is therefore desirable 
that American Freethinkers should combine their 
efforts for a World’s Fair Congress and make this 
union of our widely scattered forces the most in- 
spiring and the most useful to our cause. 

In view of the vast dangers that threaten us there 
is need now as never before of a combination of 
our strength, if we would retain what precious 
freedom we hav. Therefore let us giv the oppor- 
tunity’ to become acquainted with those in other 
lands who are fighting the same battle as we. We 
must see each other, if possible, face to face; we 
must cultivate comradeship; we must meet and giv 
to each other that mutual aid and encouragement 

- which sustain our weaker brethren in the fight, and 
renew the confidence of those most activ and vigor- 
ous in this great battle for the emancipation of 
conscience and the redemption of humanity; and 
this World’s Fair givs us such a splendid opportu- 
nity for the consolidation of our ranks that it would 
be almost criminal to neglect it. 

While Christians are uniting by the millions, 
while they are gathering together and strengthen- 
. ing each other for future conquests, are the Free- 
thinkers of America to present no united front? 
Shall we not join hands with our friends? Shall 
we not express our brotherhood and upon such an 
occasion giv a new and broader impulse for future 
work? 

The Freethinkers of the world hav not yet been 
gathered together in one congress ; the time has 
now come when such a meeting may be held and 
. the wish consummated; and now it has fallen to the 
lot of America to giv the summons for this grand 
parliament of universal Freethought, to be held on 
its own broad lands. It is a proud and noble 
position to occupy, and the heart of every Free- 
thinker in our land should beat high with a glorious 
exultation. We wish to help the Freethinkers of 
other lands; we wish to show them that we ap- 
preciate their work, their sacrifices, and their 
martyrdom. We want to send them words of 
cheer, to let them know that in America there is 
courage, generosity, enthusiasm, and hope. We 
desire above all that they should come to our land 
and with the story of their toil and dangers arouse 
us all to a greater activity, to a clearer vision of the 
magnitude of our noble cause and the splendid 


tunity occurred for the advancement of our cause. 
Let us all join in this grand effort; let us hav a 
gathering of the clans of Freethought; let us unite 
our hearts, our hands, our voices in the noble work 
we hav before us; let us work united in this glori- 
ous movement, and at the Fair emphasize liberty 
and justice to all nations. 

Sa{ĮmueL P. Purnam, President. 

Jonn R. CHARLESWORTH, Secretary. 

Gero. L. RoserTtson, Treasurer. 

Narea F. Qrisworp, First Vice-Pres. 

SAMUEL SILVERMAN, Second Vice-Pres. 

H. Coons, Third Vice-Pres. 

Secretary's address, 345 West Randolph street, 

Chicago, IL. 


** JosepH Ware, Pastor.” 

Mr. Westcott says he has been inside of the 
church but forty-eight times in twelve years, and 
does not think he has injured the standing of the 
congregation very much, but will go elsewhere in the 
future. How marked is the contrast between 
Christian methods and the customs of Liberals, who 
are ardent in their efforts to bring, not only to their 
audiences but to their platforms, individuals of 
views of the utmost possible divergence. 


We placed in the printer’s hands this week the 
manuscript of John E. Remsburg’s book “Was 
Abraham Lincoln a Christian?’ The controversy 
over this matter has been revived by Colonel Inger- 
soll’s incidental remark in his lectures that Lincoln’s 
religious belief was that of Voltaire and Paine. 
The defenders of the church, which claims all the 
great men when they are dead, hav taken exception 
to this assertion, and twist what little favorable 
evidence they think they hav, out of all recognition in 


s Testimonial to Walt Whitman.” 


This is Mr. Ingersoll’s eulogy on the ‘‘ good gray 
poet,” and isa gem of thought. Rarely is so much real 
good sense to be found in so small a space. It contains 
eighty-six pages, in good, large type, and printed on 
very fine paper. Price, twenty-five cents. Send to Tas 
TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette place, New York.—Con- 

cordia Blade. 
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betters of Friends. 


The Only Paper One Cannot Spare. 
SAVANNAH, Mo., Apr. 20, E.M. 293. 
Mr. Enrror: I send draft to renew Geo. 
N. Davies’s and my subscription another 
year to the only paper we cannot do with- 
out. Wm. Coox. 


An Incipient Skepticism Made Complete. 
Spencer, IA., Apr. 4, 1893. 
Mr. Enprror: I am highly pleased with 
the paper. I get more satisfaction out of 
it than any journal I ever read. I was 
raised a member of the old church in 
Scotland; I was always a little skeptical 
in my views, but THs TRUTH SEEKER just 
strikes me. R. MURDOCK. 


One More Disciple of Truth-Search Ob- 
tained. 
Brooxvitte, Iru., March 7, 1893 
Mr. Eprror: Please find inclosed money 
order for Tum TRUTH SEEKER and ‘Old 
Testament Stories Comically Illustrated.” 
I hav been a reader of your paper for 
seven years, and I like it best of all pa- 
pers. I hav at last succeeded in getting 
you one new subscriber. E. G. Bowsers 


Blames Finance and Religion. 
Banpnarp, WasH., Apr. 5, 1893. 
Mr. Eprtor: It is hard to get hold of s 
spare dollar, and still people keep on 
pulling the rope more tightly around 
their necks and worship that yellow 
devil, Gold. I would like to liv to see the 
day that Jesus and gold would be used by 
farmers on the onion beds to scare the 
crows away. I think the reformers are a 
greater blessing to the human race than 
modern inventions, great as they are. 
Yours for humanity and justice, 
H. L. TEUKE. 


Fortunately Finding Truth Early in 
Life. 


- DADEVILLE, ALA., Apr. 8, 1838. 
Mr. Enprror: Inclosed find a $5 money 
order--$3 for a year’s subscription to the 
paper, $1 for ‘‘Gods and Other Lectures,” 
by Col. R. G. Ingersoll, and $1 for *‘ Men, 
Women, and Gods,” by Helen H. Gar- 
dener. My three months’ trial subscrip- 
tion is not quite out, but I find your paper 
so good that I want a full twelve months’ 
subscription before I arrive at the age of 
twenty-one. With best wishes to Tumm 
TRUTH SEEKER and the Liberal cause, I am, 

Yours truly, . R. W. CRADDOCK, 


It Seeks for the Truth, and Finds It. 
Port ANGELES, WAsH., Apr. 10, 1898. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed please find $5, 

for which please send THE TRUTH SEEKER 

one year and Paine’s Complete Works, 

which I see advertised in your premium 
. list. Tae Trore SEEKER is well named; it 

seeks for the truth and finds it. I feel as 

though I would be lost without it. There 

is not a paper comes into the house more 

welcome, nor one so carefully read and 

taken care of. I will conclude, wishing 

success to the dear old TRUTH SEEKER. 

i Your Liberal friend, 
Mrs. THOMPSON. 


Thankful {for Not Being Burnt at the 

Stake. 

Mippteton, Apr. 20, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: I send you clippings of 
the Middleton Argus, April 19th, which no 
doubt will be of some interest to you. 
There are thirteen churches here, and 
a great church-going people—that is, 
the women. Fourteen years ago in this 
city I took a bold stand for Universal 
Mental Liberty, and hav had a hard time 
of it—but not as hard as many that hav 
been tied to a stake and roasted to death 
for expressing their honest opinions, and 
I hope the time is not far distant when 
religion will be carried out asJesus Christ 

meant it to be. KAUFMAN. 


Trust No Man Because He Is a Preacher. 
GETTYSBURG, PA., Apr. 18, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: Yes, I know them well. 
Hav been where they make them. Hav 
seen them in stages of development from 
the egg up to the full-fledged pulpit 
rooster. I would no sooner trust the 
clergy than I would trust lawyers, doctors, 
drummers, masons, hod-carriers, or men 
of any other business or profession. 


Once while theological commencement 
exercises were in progress here some one 
asked Thaddeus Stevens what was going 
on in Christ church. ‘‘Oh,” says he, 
“there is a set of young theological stu- 
dents about starting out to preach the 
gospel, and they are just now getting re- 
ligion.” This is no fictitious story. Tt is a 
fact. ‘Yours truly, S. R. M. 


A Soldier Always in Activ Service. 
EAGLEVILLE, CAL., Apr. 20, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: Please find $10 and send 
papers and book as directed. It has been 
quite a while since my last letter appeared 
in the paper, and as I hav seen no other 
from my locality, I will write a few lines. 
I take great interest in the letters from all 
over the country, and the names of the 
writers also, hoping some time to meet 
some of them and make personal acquaint- 
ance. 

We hav had a long, snowy winter, but 
not much loss of stock. I hav been very 
busy tending to my cattle and sheep, as 
I hav about two thousand of each, but hav 
paid considerable interest to Tee Troru 
SEEKER and its large family. I always do 
something to help along when I can. I 
am working against a revival-meeting now. 
I told the preacher I could listen to him a 
year and it would hav no effect on me. I 
keep hotel and fight for liberty all the 
time. W. U Scorr. 


The Only Paper That Tells the Truth. 
Lopr, Wis., March 27, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find $2—$1 to 
renew my subscription for four months, 
the other $1 for the following books: 
‘t Crimes of Preachers;” some cheap work 
on Thomas Paine; ‘‘ The Evolution of the 
Devil,” by Henry Frank; ‘‘ Church and 
State;’ ‘The Bible in the Public 
Schools,” and anything else you think you 
can afford to send for the money—any- 
thing that will suit an out-and-out Free- 
thinker. Any circulars that you see fit to 
send me in the interest of your valuable 
work will be used to the best of my ability 
and for the benefit of the good old TRUTH 
SEEKER. God bless it! Long may it liv 
to do good to mankind! 

The ‘‘Old Testament Stories Comically 
Tllustrated ” came to hand all right, and 
has been read with profit. The pictures 
are good and beat the devil. Iam nearly 
seventy years old and quite feeble, but I 
intend to read Tue TRUTH SEEKER as long 
as I liv, for it is the only paper on earth 
that tells the truth. N. C. SKELTON. 


The Truth Seeker as an Advertising 
Medinm. 
Ex Reno, Oxus., March 17, 1893. 

Mr. Epiror: Your paper must be circu- 
lated throughout the world, for I hav re- 
ceived orders for cactus plants from seven- 
teen different states and from the West 
Indies. So you see, I hav had lots of cor- 
respondence, and if any TRUTH SEEKER 
readers hav sent for plants and not re- 
ceived them, I will gladly refill their 
orders. I received three different letters 
that had had the stamps or coin taken out, 
but sent the plants just the same. So if 
your readers hav not received their plants 
they should write me, and be sure and 
sign their names plainly—post-office, 
county, and state. Iam surprised at the 
number of letters received, and will an- 
swer all as soon as I can catch up. Any- 
one not receiving an answer will know 
that something is wrong with the mail, or 
else that I am trying to fill their order. I 
send you a couple of plants by to-day’s 
mail, 

Hoping your paper may grow and in- 
crease in circulation, and thanking friends 
for their kindly expressed letters, I re- 
main, Yours in truth and reason, 

I. M. K. Jounson. 


Christians Would Deprive Us of the 
Priceless Jewel. 
Mres Crry, Monrt., Apr. 17, 1893. 

Mr. Evrror: Tue TRUTH SEEKER is get- 
ting better than ever and I would not be 
without it. I distribute them where I 
think they will do the most good. In fact, 
they are called for almost faster than I can 
read them. Those cartoons of Heston’s 
are excellent. Some Christians are 
Liberal enough to look at them, but will 
go no farther, except to denounce the 


paper in the most spiteful terms that a 
Christian is capable of. Most Christians 
are afraid to read it—afraid some great 
truth will dawn upon their benighted 
brains and dispel the fascinating illusion 
or some pet superstition that adheres to 
their whole being with a tenacity they are 
either too cowardly or too powerless to 
resist. Such cases are hopeless. They 
are not satisfied with their belief but must 
show their Christian spirit by doing all in 
their power to deprive others who differ 
with them in belief of that priceless 
jewel, Liberty. C. E. Wersr. 


A Pretty Kettle of Christian Fish. 

; Baxer Crry, Apr. 16, 1893. 

Mr. Eprtor: I send you two copies of 
our daily paper. You will see that we 
are having quite a sensation in this ortho- 
dox town. The Baptists, Methodists, and 
Presbyterians hav been holding revival 
meetings nearly all winter—in fact, hay 
just closed—and the actors in the dis- 
graceful drama are all converted Chris- 
tians or hav Christian parents. Rev. (?) 
W. T. Ford, the pastor of the Methodist 
church, and also editor and proprietor of 
the Methodist, is a laughing-stock for all 
sensible people. His daughter, and one 
of the female teachers of the public school 
here—which, by the way, is almost entirely 
controled by the Methodists—are the lead- 
ing “stars.” His daughter was expelled 
from the public school for ‘spreading 
contaminating influences” among the 
pupils. This reverend (?) is noted for his 
abuse of the Infidel. His foul-mouthed 
tongue has thrown slurs on Paine and 
Ingersoll, whose shoes he is not fit to 
untie, off and on all winter during his 
revival. Like all of them, he had to tell 
lies to make converts. 


Yours for the Truth, P. M. 


Teaches School Without Bible. 
Corporvs, PA., Apr. 24, 293. 

Mr. Eprror: I am still a Freethinker 
and an Infidel, ¢. e., I do not believe what 
is called the Bible, Testament, Koran, 
ete. In one sense of the word those who 
attend church and pretend to worship a 
God are Infidels or unbelievers, for while 
I hay abundant faith in the sciences, the 
worshiper of orthodox creed, Bible, and 
God is an unbeliever, in that which can 
be proved by a logical demonstration. 
Why, primary arithmetic teaches and 
proves that 1 plus 1 plus 1 =8and8x1=—1 
while the inspired (?) volume says3 x 1 =1. 
But why meditate on such an absurd 
problem? 

My school is closed for this term, which, 
as usual, I taught without a Bible; and 
certainly it must hav been a sticcess or I 
would not hav been requested by the 
entire board of school directors to teach 
the school next term commencing in Sep- 
tember. The conduct was all that could 
be desired. The rod was not used, nor 
even thought of. Without the Bible I can 
teach both morals and manners, but with 
the Bible I could not recommend virtue, 
for in my opinion it is obscene literature, 

Your editorials are highly appreciated, 
and Heston’s cartoons are correct every 
time. Yours for Liberty, 

J. W. F. COPENHEAVER. 


One Merit of Future Non-Existence. 
Laxe Crry, IA., March 80, 1898. 

Mr. Eprror: Inclcsed you will find $3 
to pay for the old TRUTH SEEKER another 
year. I hav taken it almost from the 
start, and intend to while I liv. But I 
am now in my seventh decade, with health 
extremely poor, so I may not be here 
when my time next expires, ‘But I hope 
there will be some one to take my place 
when I hav gone to the unknown land, 

I see considerable said in Toe Trure 
SEEKER of late in regard to a future exist- 
ence. In my humble opinion that is 
something no living man has ever yet 
known anything about. All stand equal 
when it comes to the unknowable. I 
asked a man a few days ago if he desired 
an everlasting life in the world to come. 
Without a moment’s thought he answered 
Yes. ‘‘Now,” I said to him, ‘this is the 
Christian heaven you are hankering after. 
That every thinking man knows is all 
bosh. But let us take another look at this 
matter. Supposing after you hav passed 
into the future life you find things not so 
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| agreeable as you expected, and after only 


a couple of million of years—which is but 
a moment in endless time—you find end- 
less life not the thing it was cracked up to 
be, but it being a fixed fact in nature’s 
eternal laws, you hav no chance for a 
change into an everlasting good sleep.” 
At this juncture, oh, my! how tired he did 
look! I think he would hav given 
his bottom dollar right there ‘to hav 
been sure of an everlasting good sleep, 
where disturbing dreams never come. 

I will now bid the entire Trura Sauxer 
family an affectionate farewell. 

J. L. TOMPKINS. 


Au Ornament to the World Gone. 
Sr. Coarugs, Minn., Apr. 15, 1898. 

Mr. Eprtor: I inclose an extract from 
a notice of the death of my father, J. S. 
Whiton. Mr. Whiton had been a skeptic 
since he was seventeen years of age, and 
a pronounced Freethinker for over forty 
years. He had been a subscriber to Tam 
TRUTH SEEKER for many years. His 
death was calm and peaceful. He was not 
afraid to die. Why should he be? I be- 
lieve an honest man has nothing to fear, 
for honesty will somehow, somewhere, 
reap its own reward. J. Esen Warton. 

Mr. Whiton retired at about his usual 
hour, but soon after called Mr. Miller to 
his bedside and told him that ‘‘he was` 
going to die,” and that he ‘‘was not 
afraid to die, that death .had no terrors 
for him, that indeed he rather weleomed 
dissolution as a relief from his sufferings.” 
He had some matters of business that he 
wished to communicate, which he suc- 
ceeded in doing and soon after sank into 
unconsciousness, in which state he re- 
mained till he passed nway peacefully as 
“one who wraps the drapery of his couch 
around him and lies down to pleasant 
dreams.” 

Mr. Whiton was a man of strong convic- 
tions and earnest purposes, though quite 
conservativ in his views. In his political 
principles he was a Republican, and in re- 
ligious opinions he was an Agnostic. Gen- 
erous almost to a fault in rendering assist- 
ance to all applicants, and especially to uid 
in disseminating the theories which he 
believed to be true, he contributed with a 
liberal hand. His morality was of a high 
standard, and inall his social intercourse 
with his fellow-men he was above reproach. 
Indeed it can be truly said ‘‘the world 
was better for his having lived in it.” 
His precepts and example tended to make 
men better. 


For the Truth, “If It Takes Off the 
: Hide,” 
SCOTTSVILLE, ARK., Apr. 22, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: Times are so hard and 
money so scarce in this part of God’s (?) 
heritage, that I sometimes conclude that 
I will hav to giv up Taz TRUTH SEEKER 
until better times, but when I am re- 
minded that you are needing all you can 
get to keep the dear old TRUTH SEEKER 
going, I am constrained to renew. It 
would giv me the greatest pleasure to dis- 
tribute Liberal literature all over our land 
and country, and I would do so but for 
want of the needful. My ‘‘Bible of 
Bibles,” ‘‘Bible Analyzed,” ‘‘ Age of Rea- 
son,” etc., are out on missionary work at 
present. My ‘‘Handbook of Free- 
thought” and R. G. Ingersoll’s ‘Gods 
and other Lectures” are the only books I 
hav at home. I am keeping my ‘‘Hand- 
book” by me for the benefit of our Meth- 
odist circuit-rider. I sent my ‘ Auto- 
matic Praying Machine” to Texas, and 
after letting it go the rounds, had it re- 
turned tome. I think it would be grand 
alongside other ornaments of our legisla- 
tiv halls. We had one state Senator a 
few years ago who had the pluck to nomi- 
nate Brother R. G. Ingersoll for chaplain, 
Enough just such men would materially 
benefit our country. There are several 
Freethinkers in this (Pope) county, and 
if times were not so hard here about 
money matters several might be got to 
take Tau Trur Surker. You may al- 
ways put me down as a true sympathizer 
for the liberties of man, woman, and 
child. I am, as ever, 

Yours for the Truth, it it takes off the 
hide, W. R. Hare. 


He Tried to Free Both Slave and White. 
Kuoxor, Ia., Apr. 8, m.m. 293. 
Mr. Eprror: I send you herewith a 
short sketch of the life of my father, who 
departed from among the living on March 
27th last, hoping you can find a corner for 
it in the grand old TRUTH SEEKER, 
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Charles Naumann was born in 1883 
in Saxony, Germany. He emigrated to 
this country as a youth, and has made his 
home in Keokuk county, Ia, ever since. 
When Freedom called for help in 1861 he 
marched to the front with the ‘‘boys in 
blue,” serving in Co. F., 8th Iowa Volun- 
teers. At the time of his death he resided 
at Harper, Ia. He was a lifelong Free- 
thinker, and a reader of Tar Trura 
SEEKER for many years. 

Daring his lifetime he regarded D. M. 
Bennett as a personal friend, and was a 
subscriber to the ‘‘ Truth Seeker Around 
the World” fund, also to the Bennett 
Monument fund. : 

In politics he was never so thoroughly 
wedded to one party that he could not act 
with another when the sacred torch of 
Liberty was in danger. He was an invalid” 
during the latter half of his life. and for 
many years devoted nearly all his time to 
reading and music. g 

At present he sleeps peacefully -in the 
little cemetery at Garibaldi, founded 
long years ago by members of the Turn- 
verein, of which association he was a 
member in his youth. ` The G. A. R. per- 
formed the short and simple funeral ser- 
vices. A Liberal friend delivered a short 
address at the grave. ae 

In him the family lost a kind and loving 
father and husband,the community lost a 
respected citizen, and the cause of Free 
thought lost a stanch. and steadfast friend. 

7 . E. D. NAUMANN. 


A Freethought Family’s Delightful Sen- 
timents. 
Lovuisvinue, Ky., March 28, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: I inclose a new sub- 
scriber. He is a very prominent man in 
our city. He is an architect and. builder, 
and employs a great many men. He 
is a well-known Infidel, and it required 
no persuasion to induce him to subscribe. 
I simply showed him the paper and asked 
him if he would become a subscriber. He 
answered in the affirmativ, and said he 
was very glad that I had called. ‘‘Itis 
the very thing I want,” he continued, 
“and I should bo glad to take this copy 
home with me, for I want something to 
read to-night.” Freethought is rapidly 
increasing. Among men it is becoming 
the fashion, as it were. This includes, 
however, only the thoughtful, the intelli- 
gent, and the observing. 

The circulation of Freethought papers 
is growing better daily, but you cannot 
find a Freethought publication in every 
Freethinker’s home yet, by any means. 
All Freethinkers—or Infidels, as church 
people like to call us—should never cease 
to try to circulate our papers—get new 
subscribers, if possible. If this cannot 
be done, giv away the old papers as soon as 
they hav been read. I take this paper, 
the Investigator, the Ironclad Age, and 
the Freethinker’s Magazine. Every one 
of these papers is good and is worth five 
times the price asked for it. As soon as 
my wife, our children, and I hav looked 
over the papers, we giv or mail them to 
our friends. In this way several subscrib- 
ers hav been obtained. 

We are Freethinkers and we are proud 
of it. We try to follow what our great 
leader, Colonel Ingersoll, has 80 often 
said: ‘‘Show kindness to everything and 
everybody, ask only justice for yourself, 
and never at any time or under any cir- 
cumstances strike a child.” Kindness 
may yet become hereditary, then strife or 
violence will vanish from the face of the 
earth. Wim T. Carrer, M.D. 


Finds the Women All Christian. 
MEADVILLE, Miss., March 23, 1893. 

Mr. Evrror: I write to let you know 
my appreciation of your paper. Of ten 
weekly papers that come to my sister and 
me your Trure Szexer comes first with 
me. Sister won’t read it, but now and 
then I get to show her and mother the 
pictures on the back, by W. Heston, 
which seldom fail to produce a smile. 
Now and then I read a little from one to 
them. These good Christians around 
_ here hav found out that I am taking it, 
and some of them look as if they smell 
brimstone, or something worse, when they 
come in contact with me. I, am alone 
here and hav had a hard time of it for a 
long time, but managed to hold my own 
before I had the aid of your noble journal, 


and with it I guess I am here to-day. I 
hay been a spot for the preachers to shoot 
at here for about twenty years. I hav 
been a prominent figure in some amusing 
church scenes here in this county—though 
the amusement was all to myself. I may 
write some of them up some time and send 
to you. Up to this time I hay never 
made a fight on any of the churches, but 
always would shoot back when an assault 
was made on me. My homeis in a stone’s 
throw of two churches, one on the east 
and the other on the west side. You may 
bet they whoop me up every Sunday. 

Iam a widower, and hav been so nearly 
seven years. I hay been trying to finda 
nice lady from twenty to twenty-five 
years of age, who has been able to climb 
above the detestable thing (to me) that is 
called Christianity, but hav about given 
up the task as a failure. When I find one 
who says she does not believe in it, the 
first thing I know I see her kneeling in 
church, or going up to shake hands with 
some black-hearted preacher, and that 
givs me a disgust for her. 

Isend you $5, with which I wish to pay 
for a year’s subscription to THe TRUTH 


SEEKER ($3) and one edition of ‘‘Paine’s 


Great Works Complete” 
proposition in premium list. 
I hav tried hard to get one subscriber 
for Taz Truru Ssexer, but hav failed. 
See if I don’t get one before my next sub- 
scription runs out! Please don’t let me 
lose a number. Long may you liv to 
edit Tue TRUTH SEEKER. J. E. Scorr. 


($3), 


as per 


Let Liberals Secure Their Share of Mis- 
sionary Funds. 
Prerson, Ia., Apr. 10, 1893. 

Mr. Evrror: Your readers may be in- 
terested in comparing the efforts for the 
propagation of Liberalism with the 
more gigantic machinery for the propaga- 
tion of Christianity. 

In the Methodist church—and some 
others—the Sunday-school Easter service 
is now made a ‘‘children’s missionary 
service,” the principal feature of which is 
a gigantic scheme of systematic begging 
for the missionary cause. All the children 
who can be enlisted in this ‘‘ beggar 
band ” are sent out, like a swarm of locusts, 
to afflict the whole community for some 
weeks, and the whole culminates in a 
“children’s entertainment” or ‘‘ Easter 
service.” Even the children of Liberal 
thinkers are easily drawn into the scheme, 
for what child is not glad to be made an 
actor or singer in the flowery festival of 
Easter? Thus at one adroit stroke the 
entire Sunday-school system is. trans- 
formed into an embryo engin for the 
spread of Christianity, both at home and 
abroad. 

In this and other equally systematic 
ways the Methodist church alone is able to 
gather in a harvest of more than $1,000,000 
for its missions each year— all the churches 
together aggregating many millions. 

The scheme for ‘‘converting the world” 

embraces special schools for educating 
candidates, boards of superintendents, 
examining boards to select the most effi- 
cient workers, ete., etc. 
_ Now let the reader compare this gigantic 
machinery with the puny efforts of Liber- 
alism—no multi-million-dollar machinery, 
no special schools, no boards, almost no 
recognition in the world as a propagating 
force. 

And yet from the board of ‘‘non- 
sectarian foreign missions” in Chicago 
comes this admission: ‘‘ The chief obstacle 
we encounter in the foreign missionary 
work is Infidelity. The nativ pagans are 
rapidly being educated to read and write, 
and their countries are flooded with In- 
fidel literature.” ; 

This admission tells the whole story. 
Hoary-headed Superstition has been nearly 
two thousand years ‘‘converting the 
world to Christianity,” and yet in this late 
day, while yet her task remains only a far- 
away hope, she is compelled to admit that 
Liberalism—the child of a day—is felt 
round the globe. This admission should 
encourage Liberal thinkers to redouble 
their efforts—to organize and claim a share 
of the millions that flow out of the people’s 
pockets for religious propagation. If it 
must go, let it go in the interest of truth 
and reason. 


Giv us but half the mighty engin that | 


propels the ‘gospel ship,” and rest { know you are partly responsible for 


assured that when ‘‘the whole world shall 

hav been converted to Christianity” 

Christianity itself will be no more. ' a 
S. T. Bruson. 


Women the Most Inoffensiv Little Beasts 
of Burden on the Earth. 


Lons Rock, ORE., Apr. 7, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: I hav read and reread 
until I hav got almost too full for utter- 
ance, so I thought I would try to say a 
few words to help you and scores of other 
noble, true, honest men who wish to 
return to woman her natural-born right to 
stand by man’s side (from which she came, 
Seleh) and vote for the lazy beggar the 
preacher, or the independent and self- 
supporting gentleman, as she sees fit. I 
see in Tax Trurs SEEKER of February 
18th that a Liberal brother by the name 
of Sandberg has got himself worked up to 
a fearful condition. He seems to be 
scared at the women, the most inoffensiv 
little beasts of burden on earth. He 
actually lifts up both hands and screams 
till I heard him out in Oregon, that 
Women Will Abolish What Little Liberty 
We Hav! Dear me, whata storm in a tea- 
pot! He says he has given his lifelong 
admiration to Mrs. Schwartz, of San José, 
Cal., because she would rather die than 
vote now. And, just think, he says she is 
possessed of common sense, which is such 
a rarity with the fair sex that it has be- 
come a luxury (wonder what the tariff is?). 
I wonder what he will do with his 
admiration now when he reads. what 
Retta S. Anderson has to say in THE 
TRUTH SEEKER of March 25th. I would 
like to answer her letter and beg of her 
to not politically cut her own throat and 
mine too for the sake of mutilating the 
fair necks of some pious sisters in the 
church, who are good and kind but very, 
very ignorantin somethings, like the rest of 
us; but we hav more than a plenty of the 
unfair sex to keep us from being lone- 
some. But to return to Brother Sand- 
berg. He says that we Liberals are aware 
the clergy, or sky-rockets generally, 
want women to vote. He must hav a soft 
spot about his heart somewhere to pay 
them such a compliment. I couldn’t do 
that. If they do, why don’t they let them 
vote in their synods, conferences, ete. ? 
No, sir, I don’t believe they are willing to 
giv women the right of suffrage. I think, 
Brother Sandberg, it was sufferance you 
meant. But if they are willing then I owe 
them an apology, and I hope there will 
not be one Liberal brother unwilling to 
do the same as they—that is, giv her the 
same political rights as you do man, then if 
you want to sift out the political ignorant 
by all means do so and educate them while 
the statesman and stateswoman rule our 
land. When you start the political sieve 
to running I will admit that Miss Butter- 
fly, with her love of a bonnet, cousin, love 
story, and poodle dog, will come flying 
out, but Alfonso with his toothpick and 
cane, don’tcherknow, will hav to come too 
or he would die of ennui. And the 
same clear on to the end of the chapter, 
even ministers, for I hay seen a good 
meny of these rare bits of old china that 
did not see how Cleveland got the ap- 
pointment over Harrisonany more than the 
fair hand that was cooking to a turn their 
favorit dish, Plymouth Rock or a Zone 
Rock rooster. Then Brother Sandberg 
says a schoolmarm told him, not in confi- 
dence of course, that if women could get to 
vote they would soon stop the liquor busi- 
ness. Well, I know you would be glad of 
that. And then she kicked all over by 
saying she would hav a Sunday law. 
Well, if it was a good one, a law to make 
everybody tend to his and her business 
one day in the week, it would be more 
than man has accomplished without her 
help. How is it with your World’s Fair 
Sunday law? That is one little green ap- 
ple you cannot lay on woman. I am just 
speaking for woman in general and man in 
general. Hayn't we raised them up in 
the same families? Then where should 
there be such a need for educating her up 
to know what she wants politically? Or 
is it any worse for her to make a political 
blunder than man? You hav made scores 
of them and we hay borne them in silence. 


Now try to bear ours the same, as you 


them. Mrs. A. M. CRAWFORD. 


On David’s Morals, and Sunday Closing 
of the World’s Fair. 
Norta Benton, O., March 17, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: Within find $1, for which 
send ‘*Crimes of Preachers” and credit 
me on THe TRUTH SEEKER for balance. 
I cannot afford to do without Tae TRUTH 
SEEKER. The cartoons are the first looked 
at, and are doing good in showing the 
ridiculousness of the Bible stories. One 
of my neighbors of the Quaker faith by 
the name of Meredith attended night and 
day all his life; and, by the way, he was 
a good, quiet, and inoffensiv citizen. He 
and his family attended church all winter, 
and I am informed his wife concluded he 
must make a confession of his sins in open 
church, and kept at him till one night he 
made the attempt, and got up, stood 
some time without saying a word, then 
dropped on the floor and was taken home 
and within one week was dead. The 
churches hav had these religious crazes 
here all winter. At North Benton these 
crazes went so far that their pastor could 
not stand it, and had to talk to them, and 
the choir had to hold themselvs ready to 
sing them down. I attended one Sunday 
night. They imported a revivalist, and 
he took all kinds of tricks to get the steam 
up among them. He turned to the Bible 
and read about David, and extolled 
David to the third heavens and exclaimed 
how David would rejoice to see the North 
Benton congregation meet him in the New 
Jerusalem, At the close of the meeting I 
asked the evangelist if David was happy 
when he was engineering for Uriah's wife. 
He said he repented of that. I asked him 
if he would like to be in heaven with such 
men as David and a score of others like 
unto him referred to in the Bible. He 
said he would. I told him I would prefer 
being in hell with such men as Voltaire, 
Bolingbroke, Hume, Tyndall, Darwin, In- 
gersoll, and others like unto them, to living 
in heaven with the patriarchs mentioned in 
the Bible. He had no more use for me. 
He started for the aisle. I said to him, 
“The wicked flee when no man pur- 
sueth.” I hav lived here fifty-five years; 
was born in. New Jersey in 1826; hav 
known all crimes to be committed by 
church-members known to the laws of the 
land—murder, arson, rape, theft, perjury, 
subornation of perjury, ete.—in a greater 
proportion than by outsiders according to 
their number. They will go to church on 
Sunday, take the sacrament, dump their 
sins off on the scapegoat, pay their 
quarterage, and vote to hav the Chicago 
World’s Fair shut on Sunday. ; 

Very few Christians are aware of the 
fact that what they call the Christian 
Sabbath is of pagan origin. The first 
observance of Sunday that history 
records is in the fourth century, when 
Constantine issued an edict reading: ‘‘Let 
all the judges and people of the town 
rest, and all the various trades be sus- 
pended, on the venerable Day of the 
Sun.” At the time of the issue of this 
edict Constantine was a sun-worshiper, 
therefore it could hay had no relation 
whatever to Christianity, John Calvin 
had so little respect for the day that he 
could be found playing bowls almost any 
Sunday. The only authority for observ- 
ing Sunday as a Sabbath is the pope and 
the Roman Catholic church. Christians 
carried on their work on Sunday the same 
as on any other day down to the time of 
Constantine. It is certainly not from 
Paul that these Sabbatarians get their 
persistence and intolerance, f{3¥ in his 
epistle to the Romans, xiv, 9, he says: 
‘One man esteemeth one day above 
another ; another esteemeth every day 
alike; let every man be fully persuaded 
in his own mind.” The narrow-minded 
bigotry which would close our Art Mu- 
seum and seeks to close our World’s Fair 
on Sunday because comparativly few of 
our people hav inherited the false idea 
that Sunday is a sacred day, thus denying 
toa large majority of our people what is 
far more sacred than any day, their rights 
as citizens, ought not to be longer toler- 
ated. The sentiment among those in con- 
trol of the World’s Fair at Chicago is very ` 
largely in favor of Sunday opening. 

Yours truly, CHESTER BEDELL, 
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Ghildren’s Gorner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wiron, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communica- 
tions for this Corner should be sent. 


“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
en the night is beginning to lower, 
ause in the day's occupations 
own as the dren's Hour.” 


Comes a 
That is 


May Ministries. 
What ho! how the days go! 
And lo! 

The gold-brown tassels blow 
From cottonwood’s tall pinnacles, 
While eaca morn hath its miracies 
Of leaf, and bud, and sheen that bides 
Where'er a lonely cabin hides, 
Like home of some smali mother-bird, 
Where late the leafless bushes stirred. 


What song, and naught goes wrong; 
A throng 

Fills all the swaying boughs along 
The worn-out road whera wiilow hedges 
With brown grass from the autumn sedges 
Will curtain round the cosy nest 
Of thrush and shrike with lifted crest. 
I heard them but an hour ago, g 
And saw them hurrying to and fro. 


Sweet May, once, oh, so gay! 
Our way 
Had flowers and song for every day; 
No frost let down her lads blowing, 
And ım the thickets May-flowers growing— 
The palest, purplest, fairest things, 
Like wind-flowers in their blossomings; 
And bluebells made a later train 
_ When June came down with dew and rain. 
While that sweet time was long ago, 
We yet may love the May-flowers’ glow. 


Pueblo. Col. Magy BAIRD FINCH. 
saa o 


Two Childish Stories. 


Some hard-headed poet has clevérly 
termed men ‘‘but children of a larger 
` growth.” The recollection of it brings to 

mind acouple of good child-stories, remarks 
the New York Herald. 

A mother of my acquaintance was im- 
pressing upon her little son the greatness 
and goodness of God. His blue eyes were 
wide open with the wonderful story, though 
his dimpled fingers never ceased to caress 
the face of a small dummy watch that had 
been presented to him on Christmas day. 
It was evident that his mind was divided 
between the creator and the created. 

“ Could God do anything, mamma?” he 
finally inquired. 

“Certainly,” was the reply; ‘‘any- 
thing!” 

“ Could he make my watch keep time?” 

This rather floored mamma, and while 
she was thinking up a wise answer the lit- 
tle chap broke in: i 

t‘ Of course I don’t want him to do it if it 
is going to make him let the stars go out. 
But I'll tell you what I would do if I wasin 
his place—I’d make all the figures on 
watches and clocks like these, instead of 

` like those on the clock and on papa’s 
watch, so we could always tell what time 
it is.” 

The figures on his dummy are Arabic. 
And why shouldn’t they be in the figures 
of ordinary business use, instead of in 
Roman numerals? The latter are invaria- 
bly painted on clock-faces with arbitrary 
incorrectness, anyhow, the 4 being made 
thus, IOI, instead of thus, IV. The 
solecism quite naturally makes a four- 
year-old child doubt the omniscience and 
omnipotence of the creator: 

My other child-story is more humorous, 
but equally instructiv. It is not original, 
having been printed in the newspapers the 
other day. So I will tell it briefly. 

One day in Tennessee a man killed 
another man. The murderer was arrested, 
and would hav been hanged in the course 
of time. But the brothers of the mur- 
dered man could not wait. They got upa 
big mo of several hundred people and 
attacked the jail, with the intention of tak- 
ing the murderer out and killing him. The 
men, however, whom these same people had 
elected and sworn in for the purpose got 
together and defended the jail, and in- 
eidentally the prisoner. The result was 
that some twenty-five men were slain, 
among whom were, very appropriately, 
the two brothers who got up the not 
mnique social entertainment. 

Now, if that is not a funny story then I 
never heard one. It is enough to kill 
the devil with laughing. The reasoning 
powers of the four-year-old child are 
more perfectly developed than in the adult 
child, judging from this curious sample of 
masculin ratiocination,—Hachange, 


Correspondence. 


Woopuann, Mo., Apr. 9, 1893. 
Dear Miss Wrxon: I thought I would 
write to the Children’s Corner again, as I 
saw my other letter in print. It is rain- 
ing very hard this evening. My school 
was out the3d of March. Itisrather hard 
on the Sunday-school this evening. They 


hav two churches here, and they are 
quarreling nearly all the time. It has 
been warm for the last two weeks. I liv 


on a farm—two hundred and sixteen acres 
—five miles west of Woodland. I would 
love to hav some of the children of the 
Corner correspond with me—about my 
age, and I am twelve years old. I will 
close for fear my letter 1s too long. 

Your friend, DELBERT LEOD. 


Movunt TABER, ORE., Apr. 10, 1893. 

Dzar Miss Wixon: I would like to giv 
you an account of my religious experience. 
As my father is one of those ‘‘ horrid Infi- 
dels” he never lets me go to church or 
Sunday-school very much. He wants me 
to get an education first. But last summer 
they built a church close to us and the 
Christian women wanted me to go to 
chureh so badly that I went to Sundav- 
school and stayed for church. They 
brought me some bread and wine, and 
told me to eat and drink, that I was one 
of them now. So I did, and'when I went 
home and found that they had lied to and 
made a fool of me, I was mad, and did not 
goany more. Papa says that is just the 
size of a Christian, to make a fool of a little 
nine-year-old girl. 

One time Mr. Putnam was at our house 
and stayed three days. Helectured every 
night, I liked his speeches very much. 

Yours truly, Mase Hoss. 


Vermont, IND., Apr. 15, 1898. 

Dzar Miss Wrxon: Will you admit 8 
little Freethinker’s girl in your Corner? 
I am-eight years old to-day. Papa takes 
Tue TRUTH NREEKER and the Freethinkers’ 
Magazine. But T like to read the Cbil- 
dren’s Corner best. There are not very 
many Freethinkers around here, but we 
keep up our side. We liv at a small rail- 
road station in Howard county. Papa 
keeps a store and post-office. I hav three 
little brothers, and of course they will all 
be Infidels. I go to school through the 
winter. Our school was out the 15th of 
March. I study reading, writing, ok 
raphy, language, and numbers. this 
letter is printed I will try and write 
_ again, 
| I wish some of the little Freethinkers 
! of the Corner would write me a letter. 

I must close this my first letter. 

Your Liberal friend, Amy TROYER. 


[And a good letter it is.—Ep. C. C.] 


CORVALLIS, ORE., Apr. 18, 1898. 
Dear Miss Wrxon: I thought it about 
| time for me to write to the Corner to let 
you know what kind of a time we hav in 
this country. We are having a revival 
i here of Salvation Army corps, Captain 
Bryant &Co. Heis going to tell the young 
men God saved him from a drunkard’s 
grave next Sunday, the Lord’s day. He 
told how much of a shame the state 
| prisons were to the civilized world. But 
+ he said if it were not for them the world 
would see many more crimes committed. 
And then he said, ‘‘Come, giv your 
heart to Jesus that will keep you from 
crimesand drunkenness.” But he did not 
say it was the religious people and 

criminals that filled the prison cells. | 
I think it would bea fine thing for the 
| young Freethinkers to hold a convention 
! at the World’s Fair, as Miss M. M. Grier 
suggests, but there would be so many of 
i them that could not attend the Fair. I 
| suggest that the young Freethinkers of 
each state appoint a time each year to hold 
a convention in their respectiv states as 
the older Freethinkers do each year; but 
I am in favor of those that can go to the 
Fair to hav a convention and hav a good 

time. I remain your Liberal friend, 
H. ©. Nozu. 


Austin, Nev., Apr. 8, 1893. 
Drar Miss Wrxon: This is my third 
letter to the Corner, so I thought I would 
venture to write again. 
First I will tell you about Austin. It is 
a very small place, but there are quite a 
few people here. There are two mines 
being worked by a company and a great 
many by other people. My father and 
two other men are working in a mine 
above the ‘‘ Winan ” (that’s the company’s 
mine). They are getting pretty good ore 
now and will. be able to ship a carload in 
a few weeks. There are a few farmers 
here, but mining is the chief occupation. 
- On Thursday night we had a great 
windstorm. It blew the porches and fiag- 
poles and other things off the houses, and 
it blew one old house down and a great 
big roof off a large house. It made me 
laugh, for the house it blew the roof off 
was right across the way from us and one 
old man was all that lived there. When 
it blew off they told me that old fellow 
got up and went downtown but he kept 
turning and looking back at his house all 


the way. Why didn’t God wait until 
morning before he let the wind blow so? 
Well, I fear my letter is getting too 
long, so I will close. I will try to write a 
more interesting letter next time. I re- 
main, A true Liberal, Aurion Moss. 


Norwatk, CAL., Apr. 9, 1893. 


Dear Miss Susan H. Wrxon: This is my 


first letter to the Children’s Corner. My 
father takes Tue TRUTH SEEKER, and 
thinks it splendid. I look at the pictures, 
and then I turn to the Children’s Corner. 
There are but few Freethinkers in’ Ar- 
tesia, and some of them are afraid to 
say so, but I believe in being one or 
another. Don’t you? I do not go to 
church or Sunday. school, for it does not 
interest me, and I don’t believe half they 
say. There was a revival in the Meth- 
odist church not long ago. Almost all of 
the young folks joined, but they won't 
stay with it long. There hav been a good 
many lecturers in Norwalk. Mamma and 
papa heard Mr. Ingersoll in Los An- 
geles, and it was a fine lecture. Mr. 
Remsburg lectured here two nights, 
which were good. Mrs. Krekel lect- 
ured twice and stayed all night with 
us, and Mr. Putnam lectured several 


times. I go to school and study arith- 
metic, spelling, grammar, geography, 
reading, and writing and drawing. Our 


teacher’s name is Mr. Donnell. I ike him 
very well. We hav ‘‘The Freethinkers’ 
Pictorial Text-Book”’ and ‘‘Old Testa- 
ment Stories Comically Ilustrated.” 
Both .of them are very nice. I hav 
read ‘‘All in a Lifetime,” and thought 
it was grand. We hav Mr. Ingersoll’s 
picture in our sitting-room, and we hav 
a good many of his works, 

Hoping this will escape the wastehasket, 
I will close, wishing good success to THE 
TRUTH SEEKER. 

I remain a Liberal friend, 
IDA ĪNGERSOLL COWARD. 


CARLSBAD, Cat, Apr. 13, 1893. 
Miss Susan H. Wrxon AND CORNER 
FRENDS: Here I come again. I cannot 
resist the temptation to write to the Cor- 
neragain. The Chautauqua Socicty chose 
this place two years ago as a place to hold 
their meetings. They said they would 
build a large tabernacle, a college, and 
several other Mundina: Mey would hav 
a gymnasium and a kindergarten. The 
people here had to donate some land for 
buildings, and they gave them thirty-five 
or forty acres. Well, they said they 
couldn’t build the buildings the first year, 
so they held their meetings in the church. 
Next year came around and nothing done; 
then they wanted the people to donate 
work to help get the ground ready for the 
buildings. Then they wanted the people 
to help buy the lumber. then help them 
build. Now, they had the gall to ask all 
that after the people had given them the 
land. Why, of course they wouldn’t do 
it! 
here if you would set them up in busi- 
ness. The first year they gave a few 
little shows to get all the money they 
could out of the people; the second year 
it didn’t amount to anything. This year 
they came around and tried to sell some 
of the land to raise money to build with. 
They hav got to do so much improving 
before they can get a title to the land. 
They are like the most: of preachers—they 
are running a skin game clear through. 
They want the pure cream. They hav 
only one church here. The people get in 
a dispute over politics, and such things, 
that hav nothing to do with the church 
whatever. There is a wrangle amongst 
them all the time. I don’t hav anything 
to do with the church, but hav more 
friends amongst them than they hav. It 
would be a nice thing if we could hav 
some place to meet and get acquainted 
with one another at the World’s Fair. I 
would like to see this in print. 
From one of your merry band, 
CLINT CULVER. . 
P.S.—I would like to correspond with 
some Freethinking young ladies between 
the ages of fifteen and eighteen. ©., C. 


ee 


The grandmother of a little four-year- 
old had been telling her one day not to 
say people lied, but rather that they were 
mistaken. Her grandma, to amuse her, 
told her a bear story, which was a tough 
one to believe. After she had finished, 
the little girl looked up into her face and 
exclaimed, ‘‘Grandma, that is the biggest 
mistaken I hav ever heard.” 


JUDITH was a very mischievous little 
girl, One day she was in the room ad- 
joining the one where mamma sat sewing. 
She was out of sight, and was very quiet. 

“Judith! Judith! called mamma, 
“what are you up to?” 

The answer came slowly and reluctantly, 
**T’m up to the bureau, mamma!”— Youth’s 
Companion. 


Why, any mob of tramps would locate |. 


GOLD. SILVER. 


MINES AND STOCKS. 


CHAS. F. BLACKBURN, 
Mining Geologist, Seattle, Wash. 


Special attention given to the expert examina- 
tion of mineral properties in the United States 
and British Columbia. ; 


MINES BOUGHT AND SOLD. 


Precious Metal Mines a Specialty. Can 
furnish any kind of mineral property—Platinum, 
Gold, Silver, Quicksilver, Nickel, opper: Lead, 
Antimony, Iron, Manganese, Mica, an oal 180 
Slate. Granit, Limestone, and Sandstone quarries. 


RICH GOLD AND SILVER MINES FOR SALE. 


Rare bargains in gold quartz, gold placers, and 
old-silver galena mines in Kootenay and Cari- 
oo districts, British Columbia. Only a few 
hundred dollars will buy valuable mining inter- 
ests, a bonanza for a few thousand. Correspond- 
ence solicited; sampling, assays and mill tests; 
all work strictly scientific; investments carefully 
placed; bargains guaranteed; twenty years’ 
mining and geological experience. 


MILLIONS IN THE MOUNTAINS ! 
METAL. MINERAL. 
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BRAIN =» BIBLE: 


THE CONFLICT BETWEEN MENTAL SCIENCE 


AND THEOLOGY. = 
By EDCAR C. BEALL, M.D., 


with a preface by 
R. G. INGERSOLL. 


This is the only work of its kind in the litera- 
ture of Freethought Its arguments are based 
upon scientitic phrenology. and appeal directly 
to the reader’s sense of logic and love of justice. 
It_is eloquent as well as convincing. 

Price, cloth, $1. Address 

THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


SUSAN WIXON’S BOOKS, 


AN N 
N Ni, y 
EN 
KS e 
SON A 


Al in a Lifetime. 
12m0, 300 pp., $1. 


Apples of Gold. And Other Stories for 
oys and Girls. 1mo, 383 pp., $1.25. 


The Story Hour. An Exceptionally Hand- 
some and Interesting Book, Without Supersti- 
tion, for Children and Youth The Only Free- 
thinkers’ Children’s Story-book ever issued. 
66 full-page illustrations and % smaller; large 
tvpe, heavy, toned paper, broad margins, illus- 
trated covers; 4to. 224 pp., boards, $1. 


Address, THE TRUTH BEEKER 00. 


Superstition in All Ages: 


A French — 
Catholics A 
Priest, whot f) 
renounced Ẹ 
Christian- 
ityand Ex= |- 
posed the 
Falseness |S 
of that Re- | 


A Liberal Romance. 


——--4________. 


A as 


eloth, $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY. 4 
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Just Out.—25 Cents.— Five Copies for $1. 


A Liberal living in Michigan said once that he would give $25 a 
year to have the Crimes of Preachers recorded, as the frequent lapses 
of virtue of the ministers showed how little value Christianity 
possesses to make men moral, : z 

We have just issued the Fourth Editión of the book doing this. 
The additions for this new edition of the 


‘í Crimes of Preachers” 


shows nearly 400 cases of ministerial conduct. While those in pre- 
vious editions show that within a few years about . 


1300 MINISTERS HAVE BEEN GUILTY 
of one kind or another of criminal tonduct. Most of the crimes 
are against women, for the fair sex are at once the weakness and 
the strength of the church—* the church” meaning of course the $ 


clergy. 
Notwithstanding the mauy additional pages, we have kept the 


price tbe same, 25 cents. Send for a copy, and confound the church- , 
men. Show them just what sorb of scamps are the clergy who have oom 
closed the World’s Fair on Sunday. because it is so holy a day that to look upon machinery or 


paintings in this period is * immoral.” 
: Address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


BOOKS 


BY ; 


SALADIN 


(W. STEWART ROSS), 


Editor of the 


LONDON AGNOSTIC JOURNAL 


GOD AND HIS BOOK: 


i Colonel Ingersoll wrote tothe author: ‘* You have earned the 
thanks aaa reag this book Itisa work of vast, research, of sound criticism, of caustio 
humor, of sledgehammer Yehemence, of scathing satire, of pathos and o oguence, is one 0: 
the heaviest iconoclastic broadsides ever fired at the Jewish God an e Bible. 

loth, gold letters, $1.25. 


WOMAN: HER GLORY, HER SHAME, AND HER GOD. 


. Archdeacon Farrar said that * Christianity elevated the woman; it shrouded 
as wii a ET of peered innocence the tender years of the child.” The object of Saladins york 
is to show the archdeacon his error, and he has succeeded. An English wii ey paid oF it 3 


. “This certainly is one of the most marvelous books ever issued from the press. 


ies ci tionable,-and the result is convincing. 
tiea cite re oh cloth, gilt lettered, $2.50. 


CHRISTIANITY AND THE SLAVE TRADE. 
this subject, proving that Christianity did not 
abolich Seat Bie £ the Known Tacte Toon t beings. To which are added such comments 
as only Saladin can make. paper, 80 cents. 


THE TRANSITION. 
X i i f t i the Bible and science, and of the question whether 
the vatied. or alegorica] the antagonism gf the Bil Bible can be interpreted by modern science. 
paper, 20 cents. ~- 


ROSES AND RUE. l 


Being Random Notes and Sketches. Some of its subjects are: A Last Interview with a 
Man of Genas; ssay On Een Ae Panis 


Asceticism and Superstition; Capital ent; 
Poverty; God in the Constitution; Bruno; Gods; Witchcraft, etc. This may be called Sala- 


4 book, for it is poetry in prose, and is one of the books that lovers of strong literature 
finse ead again ad again, in cloth, gold- and silver-lettered, $1.60. 


LAYS OF ROMANCE. 


This book reminds one of Sir Walter Scott, being romantic, historic verse, aglow in every 
page with the ener ay of a true and high poetic genius. 
Cloth, gold-lettered, 75 cents. 


ISAURE and OTHER POEMS. 


title poem is a story of intense passion, touchingly told. The other twenty, poems 
are res frag rant: thoughtful, and every verse TeVe the thinker, observer, and reformer. 
Every page glows with passion and throbs with life. 

Cloth, gold-lettered, 75 cents. 


A FEARFUL FLOGGING. 


By one who endured it. Based upon a manuscript in the possession of Saladin 
En paper, 10 cents, $ : 


AGONTES OF HANGING. 


THE 
Studies in Psychology. By one who was cut down from the gallows. Printed from manu- 
script in the hands of Saladin. In paper, 10 cents. 


WHIRLWIND SOWN and REAPED. 


s Ri 
ical ori d villainy founded on fact. Of this book the Open Court 
said: 4 Angee story ot gerion orne an same, or more, interest than Helen Gardener’s story, ‘Is 


This Your Son, My Lord?” In paper, 25 cents. 


THE CONFESSIONAL. 


Being an exposure of that infamous religious rite. Contents: Licentiousness of the Pre- 
Reformation Church; Lechery of the Confessional; The Priest in Absolution; Confessions of 
the Escaped Nun; Extracts from Dens and Liguori; Examination of the Church’s Claim to 
have Fostered Learning; Her Atte» pts at Continency, even more Ruinous than Her Self- 
Indulgence; The Relative Criminal Statistics of Catholicism and Protestantism. 


paper, 25 cents. 
War all of these works address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 38 Lafayette Place. New Yor’. , 


SABBATH - BREAKING. 


Origin of the Sabbatic Idea— 
The Jewish Sabbath—The 
Christian Scriptures and the 
Sabbath—Eixamination of 
Sunday Arguments —Origin 
of the Christian Sabbath— 
Testimony of the Christian 
EFathers—The Sabbath dur- 
ing the Middle Ages—The 
Puritan Sabbath—Testimony 
of Christian Reformers, 
Scholars, and Divines—Abro-« 
gation of Sunday Laws. 


—BY— 
JOHN & REMSBURG. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette place, New York. 


Price, 26 Cents. 


OPEN SUNDAYS. 


- REDUCTION IN PRICE OF A GREAT BOOK, 


ee 


With the eighth edition of 
Winwood Reade’s “ Martyr- 
dom of Man,” the cost of 
production has been les- 
sened so that we can reduce ` 
Jithe price from $1.75 to 


$14.00. 


. 


The book has had a phenomenal sale for so heretical a work, second only to Helen Gardener’s 
“Men, Women, and Gods,” and we give our readers the pecuniary benefit of it: The 


“MARTYRDOM OF MAN” 


very interestingly pictured synopsis of universal history, showing what the race has undergone 
ba eyrin a tis rise to its present piane. Itshows how War and Religion have been oppres- 
sive factors in man’s struggle for Liberty, and the last chapter, of some 150 pages, describes his 
intellectual struggle from the animal period of the earth to the present, adding an outline of what 
the author conceives would be @ religion of reason and love. The chapters are: 
Egypt, Western Asia, the Persians, the Greeks, the Macedonians, Alexandria, the 
WwW AR a Phenicians, Carthage and Rome, Roman Africa, the Arabs. 


The Natural History of Religion, the Israelites, the Jews, the Prophets, 
RELIGION » Character of Jesus the Christians Arabia, Mecca, Character of Moham. 


med, Description of Africa, the Mohammedans in 


Ancient Europe, Invasion of the Germans, the Castle, 
LIBERT À Church, Venice, Arab Spain, the Portuguese D c 
° Abolition in Europe, Abolition in America, Materials of 


entral Africa. 

X the Town, the 
iscoverers, the Slave Trade, 
uman History. 


Animal Period of the Earth, Origin of Man, and Early Histo 
INTELLE CT. sinmay of Universal History, The Future of the Human Race, The 


Religion of Reason and Love. 


Address 


Price reduced from $1.75 to $1.00. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette place, New York, 


Good Books for Liberally In. 
clined People. 


The Last Tenet; Imposed ngon the Khan o. 
Tomathoz. By Hudor Genone, author 
of “ Inquirendo Island.” Copiously illustrated 
with original drawings by Louis M. Glackens. 
12mo, 165 pages; cloth, $1.25; paper, 50c. 


Inquirendo Island. A novel. By Hudor 
Genone. .12mo, 853 pages; cloth, $1: paper, 
50c. “This book is to me a delightful sur- 
prise. In my judgment itis a stronger piece of 

ction than Edward Bellamy’s ‘ Looking Back- 

ward,’ which at times it reminds one of. Itisa 

merciless exposure of Pharisaism and hypoc- 

risy, which is so prevalentin fashionable Chris- 

tianity of to-day. It isa good book, and while 

it will offend many, should be read by all.”— 
e Arena. 

Lecture on the Bible. By Rev. Charles 
Voysey, pestor of the Theistic church of Lon- 
don, with a new introduction by Rev. Herbert 
Taft Root. Paper, 87 pages; 20c. 

God in the Constitntion. By Arthur ‘B. 
Bradford. Paper, 18mo,18 pages; 10c. 

Evolution in its Relations to Evangelical 
Religion. By B. F. Underwood. Paper, 
24mo; 21 pages; 5c. 

The Change of Front of the Universe. 

. By Minot J. Savage. Paper, 31 pages, 10c. 

A Study of Primitive Christianity. By 

Lewis G. Janes. Cloth, octavo, gilt top, uncut 

edges, 319 pages; $1.25. “Dr. Janes is evidently 

a thorough scholar, and one cannot fail to be 

impressed with the care, the honesty, the faith- 

ess, the impartiality, the loye of truth, the 
conservatism exhibited throughout this admi- 
rable volume.”—[Popular Science Monthly. 


What Can Ethics Do For Us? By 


William Mackintire Salter. Paper, 12mo, 82 
pages, 10c. 
Freedom of Thought and of Speech. By 


William Mackintire Salter. 
pages, 10c. 

The Morals of Christ. A comparison 
with the contemporaneous systems of Mosaic, 
Pharisaic, and Greco-Roman ethics. By Austin 
Bierbower. , Paper, 16mo, 200 pares. 50c.; cloth, 

ully analyzed the 


Paper, 12mo, 29 


$1. “Mr. Bierbower has care 
old-world ethical systems which chiefly con- 
cern the modern civilized world, and in this 
book he has so classified the elements revealed 
by that analysis as to give them a high scien- 
tific value. His book is almost as systematic as 
a treatise upon one of the exact sciences, and 
stands in fine contrast to the rambling, ethical 
discussion of which we hear so much and which 
leads us nowhere.”—[Chicago Daily News. 


Liberty and Life. Seventeen discourses 
on the applications of scientific truth to morals 
and religion. By E.P. Powell. 12mo, 28 pages; 
cloth, $1; paper, 50c. “Strong, even bold, 
essays on ethical and religious subjects. They 
are the work of a man of vigorous intellect, who 
has studied the doctrine of evolution long and 
carefully, and has not found it necessary to 
abandon all his old reverences. The discourses 
are full of interest to the casual reader by rea- 
son of their fund of anecdote and biographical 
citation, and to the seeker for religious and 
moral truth they offer many helps.”—[Literary 
World. K 

Evolution and Christianity. A Study. 
By J. C. F. Grumbine. Cloth, square 18mo, 
75 pages, 80c. “Mr. Grumbine’s statements are 
sound and well put. His book is the fruit of 
wide reading and investigation. Itis a helpful 
one, is thoroughly interesting reading, and its 
presentation of the relation between evolution 
and Christianity includes much valuable 
thought.”—(Buffalo Express. 

Lessons From the World of Matter and 
the World of Man. By Theodore Parker. 
Selected from notes of unpublished sermons by 
Rufus Leighton. 12mo, 430 pages; cloth, $1.25; 


paper, 50c. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
’s Victi 
The Glergyman’s Victims, 
A LIBERAL SIORY., 
By Mus. E-J. BARL. Price, 25 sents. 


= THE f 
Truth Seeker Library. 
Published Monthly at $3 per Year. 
Issues oF 1891.—$3. 


Truth Seeker Annual, 1891...... 
Men, Women, and Gods. 

GENET). 0... eee esese eet er eave jes se eae os 50 
The Age of Reason. Thomas Paine. Ilus- 


Price. 


EEA RE E rane eseces % 
Answers to Christian Questions. D. M. Ben- x 
aT a EEE E T 
Christian Absurdities. John Peck..... 20 
Victor Hugo’s Oration on Voltaire,........ 10 

he Crisis. Thomas Paine. Ilustrated..... 40 
Sabbath Breaking. John E. Remsburg....... 25 
Travels in Faith from Tradition to Rea- 

., son. Robert C. Adams.......... ee 8B 
Strike of a Sex. George N. Miller.... 25 

y Religious Experience. Samuel P 
25 


HAM. ee oss anes Wale esaesa ea oa ei ahs 

The Higher Criticism in Theology and Re- 

ligion. T. E. Longshore................ 50 
Issues oF 1892.—$3. 


Infidel Death-Beds. G. W. Foote 25 
Rights ot Man. Thomas Paine 

E ATENEI TT AT NETT 40 
Was Christ Crucified? Austin Bierbowe 10 


` ODOL nen ee een 10 
Bible Morals. John E. Remsbur; vee BH 
Awful Disclosures of Maria Mon 50 
Pocket Theology. Voltaire...... TORERE 25 

hy Don’t God Kill the Devil? M. Bab- 

ai COCK aine erigersserd atoddinirosriiseni 10 
Liberty in Literature. 

alt Whitman, with Funeral Address. 
._ „By Col. Robert G. Ingerso! 25 
Six Lectures on Astronomy. 
PrOCbOY.........ceeeeeeseees 15 
Candle From Under the 
Fart... ees ee esses 40 
The Holy Bible Abridged.. es... sese.. 380 
alse Claims of the Church. 
OMSDUTE... 0... ceececscesececceescevesees 10 
Issues oF 1893.—3. 
Thomas Paine Vindicated. Col. 
G. Ingersoll..............000.05 15 


, MADD eee e sc eee eee e cece teenerseeeertees 50 
Crimes of 


During the year, other standard Freethought 
works will be published and sent to subscribers 
as they appear. | : 

Yearly subscribers at $8 receive all the numbers 
published in one yeur. In ordering please say 
which year is desired. 

Single numbers sold at prices quoted. 

THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
% Lafayette Place. NewYork. 


WAS —+-9 pag G—-— 


CHRIST . «= » 
—-aace-— CRUCIFIED? 


By AUSTIN BIERBOWER. 


A judicial consideration of the question,and the 
decision against the scriptures and the Christian 
tradition. Price, 10 cents. Address 


THE TRUTH SEEKEH. 


Pyramid of Gizeh. 


Ancient Egyptian Civilization and Hebrew Nar- 
rative in Genesis and Exodus. 
By Van BUREN Denstow, LL.D. Price, 15 cents, 


Essay on Miracles. 


' By DAVID HUME, 
Price. e ° o - 20 cents 
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Three Introductory Lectures on the 
Science of Thought. By F. Max Mül- 
ler. 1. The Simplicity of Language; 2. The 
Identity of Language and Thought, and 3. 
The Simplicity of Thought. With an appendix 
which contains a correspondence on * Thought 
Without Words,” between F. Max Muller and 
Francis Galton, the duke of Argyll, George J. 
Romanes, and others. Neatly bound in cloth. 
Price, 750. 

Three Lectures on The Science of Lan- 
guage. By Prof. F. Maz Müller. 

xford University Extension Lectures. With 
a supplement, '* My Predecessors.” an essay on 
genesis of “The Science of Thought.” 112 
pages; cloth. Price, 75c. 


The Psychology of Attention. By Th. 
` Ribot, professor of Comparative and Experi- 
mental Psychology at the College de France, 
and editor of the Revue Philosophique. Au- 
thorized translation. Treating ot the following 
topice: 1. Spontaneous, or Natura], Attention. 
—a, Emotional states; b, Physical manifesta- 
tions; ¢,Surprise. 2. Voluntary, or Artificial, 
Attention.—a, Its mechanism; b, Inhibition; C, 
‘Phe feeling of effort. 3. The Morbid States of 
Attention.—a, Distraction; b, Hypochondria; 
cy Fixed ideas and ecstasy; d, Idiocy; e, Atten- 
tion in sleep and hypnosis. Cloth, T5c. 


Fundamental Problems. The Method of 
Philosophy ai a Systematic Arranzement of 
Knowledge. By Dr. Pau! Carus. Price, $1. 


The Psychic Life of Micro-Organisms. 
A Study in Experimental Psychology. By Al- 
fred Binet. Translation from the French with 
the sanction of the author. Treating of the fol- 
lowing subjects: 1. The Psychology of the Cell 
—Introductory. 2. The Structural and Psycho- 
logical Character of Proto-Organisms: Motory 
and Sensory Organs. 3. The Psychology of 
Nutrition: Holophytic, Saprophytic, and Ani- 
mal Nutrition; Predatory Habits of Certain 
Animalcuia. 4. Colonies of Unicellular Organ- 
isms. 5. Fecundation of Proto-Organisms. 6. 
Fecundation of Higher Animals and Plants. 7. 
The Physiological Function of the Nucleus. 8. 
Correspondence between Alfred Binet and Ch. 
Richet (professor of physiology in the Faculty of 
Medicine at Paris) respecting cellular psychol- 
ogy. 10mo, 135 pages; cloth, 75c.; paper, 50c. 


Wheelbarrow Articles and Discussions 


on the Labor Question, Including the | 


Controversy with Mr. Lyman F. Gage on the 
Ethics of the Board of Trade; and also the Con- 
troversy with Mr. Hugh 0. Pentecost, and 
others, on the Single Tax Question. Elegant 
cloth binding, portrait of the author, and auto- 
graph letter. Price, $1: m 

The Idea of God. By Dr. Paul Carus, 
Being a disquisition on the development of 
the idea of God in human thought and history; 
discussing; 1. The Nature of ldeas. 2. The Et- 
ymology of The Word God. 8. God an Abstract 
Idea. 4. The Conceptions of God (Polytheism, 
Monoth-ism, Pantheism, Theism, and Atheism). 
5. Definitions of the Idea of God. 6. Entheism, 
the Monastic Conception of God. Price, 15c. 


Epitomes of Three Sciences. 1. Com- 
parative Philology: The Study of Sanscrit. B 
rof. H. Oldenperg, of the University of Kiel. 
—a, Sanscrit_ Research; b, From Jones to Las- 
sen; c, The Discovery of the Veda; d, The ID- 
torpre ation of the Veda; e, The History of the 
Vedic Epoch. 2. Experimental Psychology 
By Prof. Joseph Jastrow, of the University of 
isconsin.—a, Aspects of Modern Psychology; 
b. Psychology in Germany; c, Psychology in 
France and Italy; d, Psychology in Great Brit- 
ain and the United States, 8. Old Testament 
History: or, The Rise of the people of Israel, 
By Prof. C. H. Cornell, of the University of 
Koni sberg a The Traditions of the People of 
Israel; b, The Migrations of the Tribes of 
Israel; c, The Conquest of Palestine and the 
Kingdom of Israel. With especial introductions 
by rotessors Oldenberg and 
atory remarks by the editor of the 
Court. Elegant cloth binding. Price, 75c. 


The Ethical Problem. By Dr. Paul 
Carus. Three Lectures, delivered before the 
Society for Ethical Culture of Chicago at the 
invitation of the Board of Trustees: 1. Ethics, 
a Science; 2. The Data of Ethics; 3. The The- 
ories of Ethics. 112pages, cloth. Price, 50c. 


On Double Consciousness. Experimental 
Psychological Studies. By Alfred Binet. Table 
of contents: 1. Introductory; Experimental 
Psychologyin France. 2. Proof of Double Con- 
sciousness in Hysterical Individuals. 3. The 
Relations between the Two Consciousnesses of 
Hysterical Individuals. 4. The Hysterical Eye. 
5. Mechanism or Subconsciousness? 6. The 
Graphic Method and the Doubling of Conscious- 
ness. 7. The Intensity of Subconscious States. 
8 The Role of Suggestion in Phenomena of 
Double Cousciousness. 9. Double Conscious- 
ness in Health. 93 pages, paper. Price, 50c. 

By 


The Lost Manuscript. A Novel. 
elegantly 


pen 


Gustave Freytag. A handsome, 
bound edition of this famous and popular Ger- 
man romance. The author writes as a motto 
for the American edition: “A noble buman 
life does not end on earth with death. It con- 
tinues in the minds and deeds of friends, as well 
as in the thoughts and the activity of the na- 
tion.” In two octavo volumes; boxed. Price, $4. 


Diseases of Fersonality. By Th. Ribot. 
Authorized translation. Treating of the follow- 
ing subjects: 1. Nature of, Personality _and 
consciousness. 2. Organic Diso: ders. 3. Emo- 
tional Disorders. 4. Intellectual Troubles. 5. 
Dissolution of the Personality. Cloth, 75c. 


The Soul of Man. An Investigation of 
the Facts of Ebysiological and Experimental 
Psychology. ByDr.PaulCarus. With 152 Ilus- 
trative Cuts and Diagrams. Price $3, pages 480. 
Printed on extra fine paper, handsomely bound 
in cloth. The subject-matter of the work is 
divided into the following sections: 1. The 
Philosophical Problem of Mind, 2. The Rise of 
Organic Life. 3. Physiological Facts of Brain- 
Activity. 4. The Immortality of the Race and 
the Data of Propagation. 5. The Investiga- 
tions of Experimental Psychology. 6. The Eth- 
ical and Religious Aspects of Soul-Life. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
28 Lafayette Place, New York 


LITTLE LESSONS FOR 


LITTLE FOLKS. 


By MRS, E. D., SLENKER. 
Boards. z$ - i - 40centa. 


Creed of Christendom. 


its Foundation Contrasted with Its Superstructure. 
By W. R. GREG. 


in 1 vol, 12mo. s99pp., $1.50. 


The . 


Cornell, and pref- . 
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The Popes and Their Doings. Biograph- 
ical sketches of the most noted of these vicars 
of Christ and vicegerents of God, showing what 
they have done, and what kind of men they were. 
It contains very plein statements, in very un- 
varnished language, and the unmasking is com- 
plete, proving them to have been cruel, in- 

riguing, and licentious men. Considering the 
rapid growth of Catholicism in this country, 
this book cannot be too widely disseminated. 
Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 

The Mother of Harlots; a Synopsis of 
Popery, as It Was and as It Is. By 
Wiliam Sogan, for twenty-five years a confess- 
ing priest. The object of this book is to expose 
popery, acquaint the people of the country with 
the dangerous machinations of the church in 
the United States, and warn them against giv- 
ing it any countenance or support. Price, pa- 
per, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. : 


The Awfal Disclosures of Maria Monk, 
as exhibited in a narrativeof her sufferings dur- 
ine her residence of five years as a novice, and 
two years as a black nun, in the Hotel Dieu 
Nunnery, at Montreal. Perhaps not any anti- 
Catholic book published has created more ex- 
citement, and had such a circulation as this 
work. To counteract its effects the Catholics 
circulated a story that Maria Monk was ‘‘no 
better than she should be,” but investigation 
disclosed that her “child of shame” was none 
other than the child of her priest-seducer. 
Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth 75 cents. 

Auricular Confession and Popish Nun- 
neries. By Wm. Hogan, for twenty-five 
years a confessing priest. A revelation of the 
icentious practices of the priests and nuns in 
these religious brothels. There is no question 
that Ex-priest Hogan knew the truth of the 
tales of vice, seduction, and infanticide he gives 
in this volume, and equally there is no question 
that if the people generally knew of them, Ca- 
tholicism would not be given the vast amounts 
of money now allowed it by our various city 
governments. Price, paper, 50 cents, cloth, 75 


cents. 

The Priest in Absolution. A Review of 
the system of auricular confession, including 
copious extracts from the “ Confessional: Un- 
masked,” from the * Master Key to Popery,” 
etc. The workis a protest against and an appeal 
to every American citizen to examine carefully 
and thoughtfully a religious system so invasive 
of privacy, so powerful for evil in licentions 
hands, so fraught with danger to female mod- 
esty, to the ingenuous openness of youth 
and to the freedom of thought, speech, 
action. Price. paper, 25 cents. 

Priestly Celibacy Exposed. A lecture by 
the Rev. Geo. Townsend Fox, of Durham, Eng- 
land. Revised American edition, showing the 
result in parishes of the Roman decree that 
priests shall not mary. Price, paper, 15 cents. 

Sister Lucy and Her Awfal Disclosures 


Respecting New Hall Convent, Bore- 
ham, Essex, England. Showing that convents 


are inimical to chastity, virtue, and freedom. 
rice, paper, 10 cents. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 

28 Lafayette Piace, New York City. 


L, K, Washburn’s Works, 


Sunday and the Sabbath. ‘‘A law regu- 
lating. human conduct on the Sabbath is an im- 
pertinence.” Price, 10 cents. 


The False Teaching of the Christian 
Church. ‘‘The Thirty-nine Articles of 


the Christian church are thirty-nine poor, 
broken-down opinions.” Price, 10 cents. 
The Foolishness of Prayer. ‘‘ Think of 
a minister’s Praying God to, kill grasshoppers, 
or trying to induce the Deity to unde e a 
crusade of one against the Colorado beetle!’ 
Price, 10 cents. 


Followers of Jesus. Price, 10 cents. 
Spiritualism: Is It a Faith or a Fact? 


rice, 5 cents. 
Religious Problems. Price, 10 cents. 
Was Jesus Insane? Price, 10 cents. 


The Public Schools and the Catholic 
Church. Price, 5 cents. 


PULPIT, PEW, 
and CRADLE. 


By Helen H. Gardener. 
One of Her Brightest, Wittiest, and 
Strongest Lectures Against 

the Bible. 
Every Woman Should Read It 
and 
Know Her Enemies and Her Friends. 
Price, 10cents. Address this office. 


and 


Force and Matter; 


Principles of the Natural Order of ‘the Uni 
verse, with a System of Morali y 
Based Thereon. 


By Prorzssor LUDWIG BUCHNER, M.D. 


VUNTENTS ? 
Force and Matter. The Fitness of Things 1 
Immortality of Matter, Nature (Teleology), 
Immortality of Force, Man, 9 
infinity of Matter, Brain and Mind, 
Value of Matter, Thought, 
Motion, Conssiousness, 


Form, |. Seat of the Soul, 

Immutability of Natural Innate Ideas 
AWS, The Idea of God, 

Universality of Natural Personal Continuance 
2W8, Vital Force, 

The Heavens, . The Soul of Brutes 

Periods of the Creation rea Will, 


of the Earth, | » Movality, 
‘Original Generation, Concluding Observ: 
Secular Generation, tions. 


Vipa. 1.80 Address THR TRUTH SERK r- 


Priestly Celibacy Exposed, 


By Rev. Q. T. Fox, M.A. 
Price, 15 cents, Address this office. 


Scientific Works. |THE HOLY (ROSS SERIES.| Gems of Ehought. 


Tre destroyers of the old are the 
creators of the new. —Ingersoll, 


Ir we doubt the justice of an action, we 
ought to forbear doing it.— Chinese author. 


Tue laws which we make, fragil, incon- 
stant, works of a moment, differ every- 
where. Jacob, among the Hebrews, could 
marry two sisters; David, without offense 
to decency and morals, could flatter the 
importunate tenderness ofa hundred 
beauties; the pope, in the Vatican, can 
not possess one. . . _ Usages, inter- 
ests, modes of worship, laws, all differ. 
Ler us BB JusT; it suffices; the rest is 
arbitrary.— Voltaire. - 


For a series of centuries the encourage- 
ment of credulity and imposture almost 
annulled the value of contemporary 
records, Travelers and chroniclers, as 
well as biographers, accommodated the 
popular taste by dealing, not in marvels 
only, but in miracles; witchcraft anec- 
dotes, preternatural resurrections, prodi- 
gies of skill and physical prowess, giants, 
dragons, were-wolves, and no end of 
spectral manifestations. It is no exagger- 
ation to say that for a period of more than 
nine hundred years the dogma of the 
Galilean antinaturalist systematically 
favored the survival of the unfit, by ofter- 
ing a premium on mental prostitution and 
making common sense a capital crime.— 
Felix L. Oswald. 


Tus trap sprang upon the two rabbits 
in Eden, and it was some four thousand 
years before anything was done to take 
its iron out of their flesh, to take its teeth 
out of their bones. Js this a specimen of 
‘loving kindness and tender mercy ” as 
the expression is understood in heaven? 

After the third part [Christ] did 
come down here to see what could be 
done for the limbs which had been broken 
in Eden’s patent damnation-trap, could 
he, she, or it not hav set about the task in 
amore sensible fashion? Tramping about 
in an obscure and outlandish corner of the 
world, accompanied by twelve yokels and 
a few hussies, and talking communism 
and nonsense, was, to put it mildly, a 
roundabout way of breaking the rusty 
iron and the gory teeth of that trap in 
which all creation groaned. This third 
part of God lived as long as it could, and 
died when it could not help it; and I am 
rather anxious to'know what this had to 
do with the redemption of mankind.— 
Saladin in God and His Book. 


Tur dealings of theology with political 
economy were by no means confined to 
the taking of interest for money. ‘It 
would be interesting to note the restric- 
tions placed upon commerce by the 
church prohibition of commercial inter- 
course with Infidels, against which the 
republic of Venice fought a good fight; to 
note how, by a most curious perversion of 
scripture in the Greek church, many of 
the peasantry of Russia were prevented 
from raising and eating potatoes; how, in 
Scotland, at the beginning of this century, 
the use’ of fanning-mills for winnowing 
grain was widely denounced as contrary 
to the text, ‘*The wind bloweth where it 
listeth,”’ etc., as leaguing with Satan, who 
is *‘ prince of the powers of the air,” and 
therefore as sufficient cause for excom- 
munication from the Scotch church. In- 
structiv it would be also to note how the 
introduction of railways was declared by 
an archbishop of the French church to be 
an evidence of the divine displeasure 
against country innkeepers who set meat 
before their guests on fast-days, and who 
were now punished by seeing travelers 
carried by their doors; how railways and 
telegraphs were denounced from a few 
noted pulpits as heralds of Antichrist; and 
how in Protestant England the curate of 
Rotherhite, at the breaking in of the 
Thames tunnel, so destructiv to life and 
property, declared it from his pulpit a just 
judgment upon the presumptuous aspira- 
tions of mortal man. The same tendency 
is seen in the opposition of conscientious 
men to the taking of the census in Sweden 
and the United States, on account of the 
terms in which the numbering of Israel is 
spoken of in the Old Testament. Relig- 
ious scruples on similar grounds hay also 
been avowed against so beneficial a thing 
as life insurance. Apparently unimpor- 
tant as these manifestations are, they in- 
dicate a wide-spread tendency in the 
application of scriptural declarations to 
matters of social economy which has not 
yet ceased, though it is fast fading away. 
Worthy of especial study, too, would be 
the evolution of the better modern methods 
of raising and bettering the condition of 
the poor; the evolution, especially, of the 
idea that men are to be helped to help 
themselvs, in opposition to the old theories 
of indiscriminate giving, which, taking 
root in some of the most beautiful utter- 
ances of our sacred books, grew in the 
warm atmosphere of medieval devotion 
into great systems for the pauperizing of 
the laboring classes.— Prof, A, D. White, 


All preachers, doctors, lawyers, It fidels—every- 
body disputing the iruth of Spiritualism—should 
sit in high control one lour each day and KNow 
of the truth direct. No more cavilicg need be 


‘heard, for EVERYBODY CAN KNow of direct spirit 


communion—tinth that no philosopher, no 
professor of any science, no medium other than 


“ MEDIUM WE,” 


ever gave to the wowd. 
Send to 2,801 Twenty-eighth and Grace streets, 
Richmond, Va.,and get 
BOOK OF MEDIUM WE, 
which is $1. It contains all the ins‘ruction 
required for the whole world to move on in daily 
scient'fic revolution. i : 


WIZARDS MAGIC PURSE, 


The most bewildering illusion dis. 
covered in thiscentury! A very Btrong 
purse of the fuest dressed kid strongly 
sewed and benutifully embroidered. 
(Regulargoods 01 equal quality sell for 
Goc. to 76c,) Comprises 8 pockets, which 
we GUARANTEE noone can open in 3 
hours without knowing the secret, It 
has bufed all experts In puzzledom. 
A great novelty, a wonderful mystery 
anda useful article, ah in one. Your 
monoy and secrets ave safo Insido this 
purse! Satisfaction Guaran teod. 
Sample with secretin sonled envelope post paid with Catalogue 
ot 1o useful articles, 2403, 3 for Coe; 6 for $1.00, $1.80 Doz. 


R. H. INGERSOLL & BRO, 65 Cortlandt st., N. Y- 
8teowl9 


$ 


Col. R, G. Ingersall's 


ARGUMENT 
Reynolds Blasphemy: Trial, 


At Morristown, N. J. 


This is the greatest argument ever made in & 088e ` 
of this kind, and will be a model for the Bar so 
long as the Christians use force to repress free 
speech. Its legal acumen is unsurpassed, its elo- 
quence never equaled. Wherever Christian per- 
secution is going on this argument should be 
freely circulated, read to the Ohristians, and ox- 
pounded on every occasion. 
In paper, 25 cents; in cloth. 50 cents. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
Aadress 28 Lafayette place, New York. 


The Sunday Question. 


A HISTORICAL AND CRITICAL REVIEW. 
_ WITH REPLIES TO AN OBJECTOR, 
By GEORGE W. BROWN, M.D. 


Price, - - - - - 15 cents 


J aterialism: 


{ts History and Its Influence 
Upon Society. 


By Dr. Lovis Bucunenr, Author of “Force and 
Latter,” etc. 


Translated from the German, 
Paper, 12mo, 15 cents. 


Bible Temperance, 


Commended, Defended, and 
Enjoined by the Bible. 


By E. O. WALKER. 


10 cents 


Apocryphal New Testament. 
>” THE GOSPELS, 


Epistles, otce, Attributed to Jesus Christ and hts Apostles, 
and not Included in the Now Testament. 


Price, =- â = ~ = = = = f= 


$1 


A FEW DAYS IN ATHENS. 


By FRANCES WRIGHT. 


Embellished with the portrait of Epicurus, the 
Greek philosopher, and the author. 


75 cents. 


Price, = - os - - 


BIBLE IN INDIA. 


——HINDOO ORIGIN—— 
Of Hebrew and Christian Rev- 
elation. 


By Lours JACOLLIOT. Price, $2. 


odiy Women of the Bible. 


A HISTORY OF ALL 
The Women Who Figure In the Bible, 


-~BY-= 
Au Unaoory WOMAN or THE NINETEENTH OENT 
UBY. 


Cloth, ~ > = =a = ~ ON 


SISTER LUCY 


—AND-- 


Her Awful Disclosures 


AS 10 SEW HALL CONVENT. 


fad a Fow Words on Auricular Confession, 
10 conts, 


~ - - ~- - 
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Thomas Paine’s Works. finte * 


PRP T AANA 


` 


Age of Reason. Pap., 25c.; 
6 copies for $13 clo., 50c. hae 
Age of Reason and Examina- 
ion of the 
Pap., 40c.; clo., 75¢. 
Apostle Eoia, ane Be 
ious Liberty. o. F 
LE Remsburg. Portrait. Pap.. 
50c.; clo., 750. 7 ie 
Common Sense. Written in 


1776, 15¢._ . 
‘Crisis, Written During Am. 
Revolution. Pap.,40c.; clo., 75e. 
reat Works. 8vo. 800 pp.. 
clo., $3; leather, $4; . moroccu 
gilt edges, $4.50. 
Life of. By J. E. Remsburg 


Adaress The Truth 


v 


lsa 


|. Port. Pap., 50c. 

Life of. With Remarks on 
Comte and Rousseau. By C 
` Blanchard. Pap., 40c.; clo., witk 
portrait, 60e. 

Life of. With Explanatory 
Observations. By G. Vale. Por- 
trait. $1. 

Lithograph of.. Heavy plate 
Paper, 22x28, $1. es 

Political and Religious Re- 
former. By B. F. Under- 


lution. Pap., 40c. clo., 75c. | 
Testimonials to His Merits. 
Compiled by J. N. Moreau. 10c. 
Theological Works: ‘‘Age of 
Reason,” “ Examination of Proph.- 
ecies,” etc., with Life of Paine 
and steel port. 4,00. 
Vindication of, Reply to N. ¥.. 
Observer. By R. Q. Ingersoll. 20c., 


Becker Compr. 


FREETHINKERS’ PICTORIAL ‘TEXT-BOOK, 


>A ggg BO nls BBD -7 ROO ED GS 


‘ore appe: 
fore spp 


signer is a wonderful succes 


A most extraordinary publication. We venture the assertion that nothin 
ared in this country, and it is very doubtful if another one like it 
We must give the Truth Seeker Company the credit of putting the book in the reach o; 

At twice the price it would have been a cheap book. Artist He T r 
s, und we judge from our own feelings that nearly every Liberal in 


SHOWING 


_ THE ABSURDITY AND UNTRUTHFULe 
NESS OF THE CHUROH’S CLAIM 
TO BE A DIVINE AND BENEFIT- 
CENT INSTITUTION, AND RE 
VEALING THE ABUSES 
oF A UNION OF 
OHUROH AND 


I g 5 Full~Page 
IMlustrations. 
WITH COPIOUS CITATIONS Gé 
FACTS, 
HISTORY, 
STATISTICS, 


OPINIONS or SCHOL- 
ARS 


TO MAINTAIN THE ARGUMENT OF 
+ THE ARTIST. 
DESIGNS BY WATSON HESTA. 


WITH PORTRAIT of 
THE DESIGNER. 


The illustrations are classified as follows: 
represent Tpole Sam and the Priests. 


Church Robbing the People. 
Thanksgiving. 
Sabbath Laws. 
Children and the Church. 
Woman and the Church. 
The Church and Thomas Paine. 
Studies in Natural History. 
The Bible and Science. 
The Clergy and Their Flocks. 
Piety in Our Penitentiaries. 
The Atonement Scheme. 
The Lord and His Works. 
Prayer. 
The Creeds. 
Christians and Mohammedans. 


2 represent Samples of Christianity’s Work. 
5 7 Missionaries. 

i The Lord’s Instruments., 

Si Bible Doctrines and Their Resuli# 
= The Church and Slavery. 

* Priests and Politics. 

pN Ireland and the Church. . 

“ Church’s Idea of Civilization. 

The Uses of the Cross. 

“ Unkind Reflections on the Churek. 


a 
~L CO pa O I ABO sM BO Hi O i 
. 

2 


* Persecutions of the Church. 
s Some Allegories. 
ss Heaven. 
| ra Hell. 
Miscellaneous. 


~~. 


like it has ever be. 
ever again be por 
all 


eston as a portrait-painter and de 


America will desire a copy of this most wonderful volume.—{Freothinkers’ Magazine. 


freathought, and has done faithful. and noble work for the cause of right and truth. 


Mr. Heston deserves to be called the artist-hero of Liberalism. He has dedicated his genius te 


But the pict- 


d t ke up the whole of this volume. There are nearly two hundred pages of reading 
matter that pervs first as explanations of the illustrations, and secondly as texts to prove the utter 


-alsity of the church’s professions and the hypocrisy of those who u 
ook Fa one of the best weapons against Christianity and the church t. 


banda of Froethinkers.—[{Boston Investigator. 
\ Price, board covers, $2; cloth, $2-36. i 


POPES AND THEIR DOINGS. 


ANAP 


ACCOUNT OF 


Vicars of Christ and Vicegerents of God. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


TNT es 


hold them. together the 
at has ever been put in 


yirmh  Gaalkor- 


FILE BINDERS. 


Those who preserve the volumes of THE TRUTH 
BEEKER need 2 File Binder, which we will send on 
receipt of one dollar. 


Prophecies.. 


DEATH- G.w. ee 
BEDS. . i z 
2 aE 


0: 


Being true accounts of the passing away of the 
following persons, thus refuting the many Chris- 
tian slanders upon them and others: 

Lord Amberley, John Baskerville, Pierre Bayle, 
Jeremy, Bentham, Paul Bert, Lord Bolingbroke, 
Francois Broussais, Giordano „Bruno, Henry 
Thomas Buckle, Lord Byron, Richard Carlisle, 
William Kingdon Clifford, Anacharsis Clootz, An- 
thony Collins, Auguste Comte, Condorcet, Robert 
Qooper, D’Alembert, Danton, Charles Darwin, 
Erasmus Darwin, Delambre, Denis Diderot, 
Etienne Dolet, George Eliot, Frederick the Great, 
Gambetta, Garibaldi, Isaac Gendre, Gibbon, 
Godwin, Goethe, Grote, Helvetius, Henry Heth- 
erington, Hobbes, Austin Holyoake, Victor Hugo, 
Hume, Littre, Harriet Martineau, Jean Meslier. 
James Mill, Joan Stuart Mill, Mirabeau, Robert 
Owen, Thomas Paine, Courtlandt Palmer, Rabe- 
lais, Winwood Reade, Madame Roland, George 
Sand, Schill 


ler, Shelley, Bpinoza, Strauss, John 
Toland, Vanini, Volney, Voltaire, James Watson, 
John Watts, Thomas Woolston. 
Price, 25 cents. Address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


A SHORT: 


HISTORY OF THE BIBLE, |: 


BEING 


A Popular Account of the Formation and Development 
of the Canon, 


By BRONSON D. KEELER. 


Contents: The Hebrew Canon. The New Tes- 
tament. The Early Controversies. The Books at 
First Not Considered Inspired. Were the Fathers 
Competent? The Fathers Quoted as tcripture 
Books Which are Now Called Apocryphal. The 
Heretics. The Christian Canon. 

Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


SCIENCE VS, RELIGION, 


OR, THE 


Conflict between Reason and Superstition. 
By T, C. WIDDICOMBE, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


= Price, 10 cents. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


IRON-CLAD AND MANNA SERIES, 


IRON-CLAD SERIES. 


5 
2 Secular Responsibility.. G.J. Holyoake..... 5 
4 Infiuence of Christianity on Civilizatio: . 
Under wood.,........seseersecteseeteeerenes 25 
7 Buddhist Nihilism. Prof. Max Mueller..... 10 
8 Religion of Inhumanity. F. Harrison...... 15 
9 Relation of Witchcraft to Religion. Lyall.. 10 
10 Epidemic Delusions. Marvin...... Sidcjeeie sare 10 
11 Phi gsophy of Spiritualism. Marvin........ 50 
12:‘Tyndall’s Belfast Inaugural, and Portrart.. 25 
18 Essays on Miracles. UME.......0006 0 
14 Land Question. Charles Bradlsugh........ 5 
15 Were Adam and Eve Our Kirst Parents? 
Charles Bradlaugh...........ss.seesseeeses 
16 Why Do Men Starve? Charles Bradlaugh.. 
18 A Plea for Atheism. Charles Bradlaugh... 1 
19 Large or Small Families? A. Holyoake..... 
20 Buperstition „Displayed, with a Letter of 
William Pitt. Austin Holyoake. .... 
<1 Defense of Secular Principles. C. Watts. 
22 Is the Bible Reliable? Charles Watts. 
23 The Christian Deity. Charles Watts.. . 
24 Moral Value of tht Bible. Charles Watts 
2% Freethought and Mod. Progress. Watts.... 
26 Christianity: Its Nature and Influence on 
Civilization. Charles Watts . i 
28 Thoughts on Atheism. Austin Holyoake... 
29 Is there a Moral Governor of the Universe? 
Austin Holyoake... . se. 2... senses eee 5 
30 Philosophy of Secularism. Charles Watts.. 5 
38 Is There a God? Charles Bradlateh........ 5 
39 Labor’s Prayer. Charles Bradlaugh 
40 +overty: Its Cause and Cure. M.G. H 
42 Science and Bible Antagonistic. 
43 Christian Scheme of Redemption. C. Watts 5 
44 Logic of Death: or, Why 8heuld the Atheist 
ear toDie? By G. J. Holyoake sree 10 
47 Poverty: Its Effects on the Political Condi 
tion of the People. Charles Bradlaugh.. 5 


MANNA SERIES. 


1 Original Manna for ‘‘ God’s Chosen.”. .. 
8 New tife of Dayid. Charles Bradlaugh 
5 20. Questions Without Answers......-....... 
6 Dialogue between a Christian Missionary 

and a Chinese Mandarin................... 
7 Queries Submitted to the Bench of Bishops 

by a Weak but Zealous Christian.. 10 
8 Search After Heaven and Hell. A. Holy- 


David 


on KOI aot NOn 


ANA 


11 New. T ife of Jacob........... E 5 
12 Daniel, the Dreamer. Austin Holyoake..... 10 
13 Specimen of the Bible: Esther. olyoake. 10 
14 Acts of the Apostles: A Farce. A. H .. 10 
15 Lu^icrous Aspects of Christianity. A.H... 10 
16 Twelye Apostles. Charles Bradlaugh 
17 Who Was Jesus Christ? C. Bradlaugh...... 5 
18 What Did Jesus Teach? ©. Bradlaugh...... 5 
19 New Life of Abvaham. Charles Bradlaugh. 5 
20 New Life of Moses. ` Charles Bradlaugh .... 5 
21 A Secular Prayer. Holyoake. Per doz..... 10 


On orders for Iron-Clad and Manna we will send 
$1.10 worth for $1; $2.50 worth for $2; $5 worth 
for 3, and $10 worth for $5. 


N $1.50 will now buy arcliablo AMERI- @ 

N3 CAN WATCH in strongGOLD PLATED & 

j} ary s min- 

Aurable as any watch 
TRED. 


di o TR $ 

AÈ Iehas AMERICAN pzt nt lever MOVEMENT, & 

B\ Patent Escapement and Regulator, Lantern Pinion, 

HIM! 240 beats to minute; No key required to wind and 

BIR) set; weight 4 0z.; exactly liko cut; Post-paid for $1.50, 

A 3 for $4.00, 12 for $15.00. by express. Mention paper 

F/ and we will includo handsome gold plated CHAIN & 

P CHARM. AGENTS & Storekeepers scad for TERMS. 
Catalogue of 1000 now articles FREE. 


ROBERT H. INGERSOLL & BRO, ` 
65 CORTLANDT ST., NEW YORK CITY. 


CHEAP EDITION. 


Travels in Faith. 


By CAPT. ROBERT O. ADAMS. , 
Being the story of his mental journey from 


orthodoxy to Rationalism. 
Price, paper, 25 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH' SEEKER. 


Is Controversy Dangerous? 


By W. F. JAMIESON. 


This little book goes down to the very bed- 
rock of human liberty. 


Price, - - ‘œ - 2 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


The Colonel Ingersoll Souvenir, 


THE MOST ARTISTIC SPOON MADE. 
STERLING SILVER, MASSIVE, BEAUTIFUL. 


Given Away. 


In order to introduce this most artistic of all 
Souvenirs, I shall present to all patrons who favor 
me with an order for goods, to the amount of 
$20, one of the above spoons, my ous $2.50, but 

nt elsewhere for 
And for every additional $20, an additional 
spoon. Or with an order for $10 worth of goods 
I will supply the spoon for $1. 


THE INGERSOLL SOUVENIR 


Is made in the following variety: 


guaranteed » finer spoon than sol 


Tea Spoons, Oxidized. } each $2.50 
10 ounces ver doz., 
“ " Oxidized, } “ 3500 
14 ounces per doz., 
Oxidized, 
a “ gilt bowl, > 800 
10 ounces per doz., 
Oxidized, 
“ ae sectional gilt, “ 8350 
10 ounces per doz., 
Orange " Oxidized, plain bowl,  * 275 
ty u ce ilt te “u 39 
Sugar ‘ satin “ “3.00 
ri “ode “350 


The $250 Tea is also sup lie? etched in bowl, 
“The Time To Be Happy I- Now,” or other mot- 
toes, or names. tor fifty cents extra. Parties en- 
titled to spoons may, upon paying difference iu 
price, select any other spoon from above list. 

My stock embraces everything usually kept in 
first class jewelry stores. Diamonds guaranteed 
20 per cent below regular market price. Watcher 
of every description, Chains, Rings, Necklaces, 
Jewelry, Silver_anu Plated Ware, ptical Goods 
Ba ges, Gold Pins, Etc. And $1,000 will be paid 
for proot that I hav advanced my prices above 
lowest prices published in any of my latest price- 
lists, on account of the above liberal offer. 

(If Freethought Badges are preferred the #2.50 
may be šo applied.) 


OTTO WETTSTEIN, 
(Established 1857) Rochelle, Tl., 


Designer of The, Perfected “Otto Wettstein” 
Watch; the Beautiful Ingersoll Spoon; the Popu- 
lar Freethought Badge. r 

Send for pricelists, caris in colors and gold of 
badge, tracts, etc., free. 


OBTAINED, 
Dad 
Terms Easy. 
Thirty-five years’ experience. Examinations and ]te-~ 


ports free. Prompt attention. Send Drawing and dë 
Seription to I. BagaRrr & Co.. Atty’s. Washington. De 


‘i 


` EE: J D 
` D. Peg “thy 

NOTED SPECIALIST, 
For Men Only, 
Is a physician of a wide and extensive practice, 
and his remedies are of the best. The Doctor 
treats all those peculiar diseases of young and 
middle-aged men, as the result of youthful errors 
and excesses, causing Early Decay, Loss of Man- 
hood, Wasting Discharges, Varicocele,, Mental 
and Physical Debility, Idiocy, Insanity. and 
Death. 7 s : 

To those afflicted and who are desirous of being 
cured a booklet of some 33 pages will be sent ta 
their address for ten cents, sealed in a plain 
envelope, giving causes and Symptoms of the 
Complaint and a description of the Doctor’s im- 
portant medical discovery—an Outward Applica- 
tion—a positive cure—the only remedy of the 
kind in existence—with evidences of success. 


THE 


ddress, DR. R. P. FELLOWS, 
mee Vineland, N. J. 
And say you saw this advertisement in THE 
TRUTH SEEKER. 


Dr. Fellows is an Infidel. 


To Regulate the 
STOMACH, LIVES 
ano BOWELS, take 


RIPANS TABULES. 


Jenar ee 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, MAY 138, 1893. 


A 
AU 
Mi m 


s i E 
yer i | 


Jll 
Ht 


= | 


l 


t 
As 


vl 
I" 


MIN} 


er 


Ņ 


SS) 


7: 
ft 


HY 


E | 


SS 


| 


( 


(ty 


3 i iff 
TVA 
ip 


| 
i 


| 


AN 


l, 
a ] 
aoe o ha: 


eE me paaien 


PADAT 


zot be numbered, neither 
the sand of the sea meas- 
ured; sowill I multiply 

the seed of David my Ser- . 
vant, and the Levites that I 
minister unto me . 
( Jehovahs promise to Jeremiah) | 


rer ae 


—_~— 


fe fe Uh, (Profi Adler April, 1893. 
uae tha 


Si e TT ern 


the host of heaven can- 


== 


in 


Jere, XXXII. 22, 


a | 


a 
a 


fly ill 
f 
li 


; 
lus i ul l l 


7 Aere are aniy sx 
illion Jews, while = 
there are hundreds p 

of millions af Argars. i bes 


{te 
ar LGA 
D 


ONE OF YAHWEE’S UNFULFILLED PROMISES. 


“A Digest of Science.” 


THE DYNAMIC THEORY OF LIFE AND MIND: 


An attempt to show that all Organic Beings are both Con- 
structed and Operated by the Dynamic Agencies 
of their respective Environments, 


By JAMES B. ALEXANDER. 


Over 400 illustrations, 87 chapters, 1,067 pages, and a 3-column index of 11 pages. 
Price, express prepaid by us, only $2.75. 


i di to embrace the field covered by thousands of books, such as those of the 
i NE Tene ‘Of Science” the " International Scientific Series,” etc., by bringing together, in 
simple and direct form, with proper correspondence between them, all of the known factors con- 
tributing toward the origin and evolution of organic beings. 


Do you wish to be well informed? THEN READ A CHAPTER OR VERSE DAILY FROM THIS BIBLE OF 


SOIENCE! 
It is entertaining as well as enlightening, and will lead you to “ worth-ship” (worship) nature 
—i. €., appreciate the worth of the Universal Mother. 


You must own this book some day: why not NOW? 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


WAS ABRAHAM LINCOLN 
A SPIRITUALIST? 


—-OR— 


Curious Revelations From the 


Life of a Trance Medium. 
By MRS, NETTIE COLBURN MAYNARD. 


Together with Portraits, Letters, and Poems. Illus- 
trated with Engravings, and Frontispiece of Lincoln 
from Carpenter’s Portrait from life. Cloth, $1.50; 
paper, 75 cents. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER OO.. 28fLafayette place, N.Y. 


HAND-BOOK 


-FREETHOUGHT. 


By W. S. BELL. 


Containing in condensed and systematized form a 
vast amount of evidence against the superstitious doc- 
| trines of Christianity. Asa book of reference and aid 
3 to all truth seekers it is invaluable. Its classification 
, a aa of subjects makes it a hand-book. As Ingersoll said of 
Paine’s * Age of Reason,” it enables somebody in every village to “corner the parson.” Its wide 
variety of subjects include all the disputed points between Christianity and Freethought. Price, 
$1. THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Address 


EAGLE BRAND. 


——THE BEST—— 


ROOFING 


Is unequaled for house, barn, factory, or out- 
buildings, and costs half the price of shingles, 
tin, or iron. It isready for use, and is easily ap- 
plied by anyone. Send stamp for samples, and 
state size of roof. 


EXCELSIOR PAINT AND ROOFING CO., 
Dept. 10, 155 Duane St., New York. 


1818 P 
‘roves HELL 


From Things heard and seen in the Spiritual World, by 
. 


EMANUEL SWEDENBORG; 
THE LAST JUDGMENT, 


as witnessed by him in 1757. 


Both books (the first in cloth 375 pp. and the second in paper 
108 pp.) sent by mail for Ree Address exactly s 


Am. Swedenborg Printing & Publishing Society, 
Dept. 66 4.9? 20 COOPER UNION, N. Y. CITY. 
6teowl? 


ACENTS WANTED. 


We want agents to sell onr rare Mexican Cactus 
and Coins; wilt send three different kinds of 
samples for $1. and one coin with each order. 

Address TEXAS CACTUS COMPANY, 

H. G. STILLWELL, Manager, 
7 . 208 Ban Antonio St., 
l Paso, Texas. 


THE SABBATH 
By M. FARRINGTON. 
A Thorough Examination and Ref- 
utation of the Claims of the 


Sabbatarians. 
Brice. - - > X = 


4t17 


xO cents 


MEDICAL. 


If yon need a medicine pay attention to some- 
thing which will cure you. It is known as 


The Water of Life, 


and is adapted to curing, more especially, all 
forms of Stomach, Liver. Kidney, and Bladder 
troubles. By injecting this water it will heal all 
sorts of inflammations of the internal organs, such 
cases a8 Piles, Typhoid and other fevers, Bowel 
diseases, Uterine and. other forms of Female 
Complaints. Itisa Blood Purifier, and is an ex- 
cellent remedy for Catarrh and Lung and Throat 
inflammations. It will heal the nerves, restorin, 
lost vigor of mind and body, creating a goo 
appetite and producing sound sleep. It acts 
steadily -upon the urine, cleansing the blood by 
means of the kidneys, and acts mildly upon the 
bowels, thereby producing bodily habits which 
are 80 essential to good health. This 


Water of Life 


is sold absolutely Pure, as it is pumped from 
the spring, without the addition of any drug 
whatever. Itis Nature's Remedy, pure and sim- 
ple, and nota manufactured article. The: uccess 
it has achieved has come mostly from its friends 
who hav been cured by using it. Send for a 
pamphlet free, containing photo-engraved let. 

ers and recommendations from those who have 
used it, giving a forty-page history and all par- 
ticulars about this remarkable water, to 


J. R. PERRY, Manager, 
34 South Main Street, Wilkesbarre, Pa. 


6m12 


Jf ews of the Wook. 


Tue restaurants on the World’s Fair 

rounds, which hav been charging almost 
incredibly exorbitant prices, will be made 
to lower their rates by the Exposition 
managers. 


Tue authorities at the Sioux reserva- 
tion in South Dakota are having difficulty 
in restraining the visits of a white man 
named Hopkins to the Indians. He poses 
as an Indian messiah, and as the savages 
confidently expect the omg of such a 
personage, it is feared that his advent 
would breed a rising. 


Tug geview by President Cleveland of 
war-ships of many nations, along with 
those of our rapidly growing navy, which 
has just been beld in New York harbor, 
elicits the comment from the London 
St. James Gazette: ‘‘In America all the 
old republican objection to a navy and to. 
an aggressiv foreign policy is fast disap- 
pearing or gone already.” 


Tur archbishop of Canterbury says that 
he and his brother prelates will not attend 
the Congress of Religions to be held at 
Chicago simultaneously with the World’s 
Fair. Their reason, he says, is that they 
feel Christianity cannot be made a mem- 
ber of a parliament of religions without 
the tacit admission that other religions 
hav equal claims with it upon the faith of 
mankind. 


Tue question whether the Russian 
consul-general in this city is empowered 
to refuse passports through his country to 
American citizens of Jewish birth will be 
tested in Washington this week by lawyer 
Osias Maller. Mrs. Schwartz, of New 
York city, applied to the consul-general 
at the same place for a passport, intending 
to visit her husband’s parents. That of- 
ficial on hearing that she was of Jewish 
blood refused her. Lawyer Maller then 
applied for her, urging: ‘‘But this 
woman was born in this country, 
and her husband is an American citizen 
of ten years’ standing.” ‘‘We cannot 
help that,” said General Olarovsky; ‘‘no 
Hebrew can get permission to enter Rus- 
sia.” ‘‘Do you understand that you are 
imaning the United States government by 
this, and that yon may get into trouble by 
your action?” ‘‘I won’t hav any threats 
made here,” was the reply. ‘This is 
Russian ground and I may deal with you 
according to Russian law.” ‘‘ You cannot 
bluff me that way,” said Mr. Maller. 
‘‘This is New York city, and American 
law holds good here. Now I make a 
formal demand that you indorse this pass- 
port signed by the secretary of state.” 
‘*And I formally refuse,” was the reply. 
The lawyer has remarked since: ‘‘There 
would be a fine cry raised in Russia if we 
should refuse to allow members of the 
Greek church to enter America.” 


TxovaH the time for all unregistered 
Chinamen to leave the United States has 
passed, they will, by order of the president, 
be allowed to remain pending the court 
decision on the constitutionality of the 
exclusion law, to be rendered in the cases 
of three New York celestials arrested 
for test cases last Saturday. The secre- 
tary of state wrote to the governors of 
several states containing many Chinese, 
saying that the president hoped those 
aliens would be protected against the 
riots which he heard would. be raised 
against them on the date formerly set 
for their departure. The governors all 
replied unofiendedly except Governor 
Pennoyer of Oregon, who returned: “I 
will attend to my business; Jet the presi- 
dent attend to his.” Some are shocked at 
what they call this insulting reply, and 
say: ‘‘The president remembers the 
barbarous and horrid massacre of Chinese 
at Silver Creek, Wyo., and the affair of 
the Italian massacre at New Orleans, for 
both of which the national government 
paid a large indemnity. For what- 
ever outrage might occur in Oregon 
the United States and not Oregon would 
hav to pay.” Pennoyer, on the other 
hand, says: ‘‘The Gresham telegram is 
an insult to Oregon. I will enforce the 
laws of the state, and the president should 
enforce the laws of Congress. It comes 
with poor grace for the president to ask 
me to enforce the state law while he, 
without warrant, suspends the exclusion 
law. The president has no right 
to suspend any act of Congress, and 
that is just what he is doing. When 
this matter peek to the Supreme Court, 
if it should be decided constitutional, 
Cleveland will be in a position of a 
law-breaker. He understands this, and 
to save the reputation of the president 
of the United States it will be necessary 
to declare the law unconstitutional. Sec- 
retary Gresham has no more right to sug- 
gest what the governor of a state should 
do than I hav to tell Queen Victoria what 
she should do. Why, even.if there were a 
war here in Oregon, the president him- 
self would hav no right to interfere until 
I should call upon him for assistance,” 
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WHAT HOME RULE MEANS FOR IRELAND, 


Old Testament Stories 
Comically Illustrated. 


IT WILL 


IT WILL 
CORNER 
THE 
PARSON. ` 


MAKE YOU 


LAUGH. 


: The Stories Humorously Toid—And Hard Facts Full~Paqe 
. Given Concerning the Origin and Authenticity of the 400 Pages. 2 0 0 3 


Oid Testament—A Page of Text to Each Picture. Pictures. 
CONTENTS: 

Sustaining a Theory, Jacob and Esau, — Jephthah and His Human Sacrifice, 
Some Giants, Joseph the Man of Dreams, Sameon the Strong, 
The Adventures and Work ef Noah, Holy Moses, Ruth and Boaz, ; : 
A Hunting Anecdote, Balaam the Diviner, Unstable as Water, God Shall Not Excel, 
Abraham, Christ's Great Ancestor. Bloody Joshua, David, God's Favorite, i 
A Queer Family, The Campaign of Deborah and Barak Some Stories from the Book of Kings, 
Isaac and His “Sister,” Against Jabin and Sisera, Adventures of the Prophets, 
One of Twins, General Gideon. Jonah the Truthful Sailor. 


Boards, illuminated covers, 413 cloth, gilt side stamp, #1.50. 
i 7 Address THE TRUTH SEEKER co. 
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Darwin and After Darwin. 


An Exposition of the Darwinian Theory. 
By GrorGe J. ROMANES. 


A systematic Exposition of what may be termed 
the Darwinism of Darwin, and intended to be of 
service to the general reader rather than «ò pro- 
fessed naturalists. 

_ Mr. Romanes is well known as one of the most 
interesting of English writers upon evolution, 
besides ranking with Professor Huxley in scien- 
tific knowledge and ability. And this 18 a part of 
his conclusion regarding the great subject of 
Design, to which the church so often refers: 
“Thus whether we look to the facts of adapta- 
tion or to those of beauty, everywhere through- 
out organic nature we meet with abundant 
evidence of natural causation, while nowhere do 
we meet with any independent evidence of 
supernatural design. . . .. „Adaptation and 
beauty are alike receiving their explanation at 
the hands of a purely mechanical philosophy. . . 
All nature has thus been transformed before the 
view of the present generation in a manner and 
to an extent that has never before been possible; 
and inasmuch as the change which has taken 
place has taken place in the direction of natural- 
ism, and this to the extent of rendering the 
mechanical interpretation of nature universal, it 
is no wonder if the religious mind has suddenly 
awakened to a new, and a terrible force in the 
words of its traditional enemy—Where is now 
thy God?” p 
ustrated. Price, cloth, $2. 
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The Bible of Nature: A Contribution 
to the Religion of tiæ Future. Cloth. 8L . , 
The Secret of the East; or, The Origin 
of the Christian Religion and the Significance 

of its Rise and Decline. Cloth, $1. 

Physical Education ; or, The Health-Laws 
of Nature. Oloth, $1. 

Household Remedies for the Prevalent 
Digoatgors of the Human Organism. Cloth, $1. 

Z cal Sketches: A Contribution tò 
the Outdoor study of Natural History. Ilus- 


ted by H. Faber. Cloth, $2. 
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New Publications. { New Publications. 


Some Handsome Premiums, 


To induce new subscriptions and 
prompt renewals on the part of our 


New Publications. 


A NEW BOOK.-AND A MOST ORIGINAL ONE! 


THE ELIMINATOR; 
Skeleton Keys to Sacerdotal Secrets. 


“Write me no more fables, lest I be a fool and 
read the riddles awry.” 


By R. B. Westbrook, D.D., LL.B. 


Contents: The Whole Truth; Sacerdotalism 
Irpeached; The Fabulous Claims of Judaism; 
Moses and the Pentateuch; Ancient Symbolism 
and Modern Literalism; Astral Keys to Bible 
Stories; The Fable of the Fall; Search for the 
“Tast Adam:” What Is Known of the New Testa- 
ment; The Drama of the Gospels; The Ideal 
Christ; Jesus and Other Christs; A Reverent 
Critique on Jesus; A Few Fragments; Blood 
Salvation; The Things That Remain. 

Price, cloth, $1.50. Fort sale at this office. 


VALUABLE ENGLISH 
PUBLICATIONS. 


The Seudent’s Darwin. By Edward B. 
Aveling, D. Sc., Fellow of University, College. 
London. The purpose of this book is-to tell 
something of Darwin’s work to those who have 
neither the time nor the opportunity to investi- 


ate it fully for themselves. 1. The Naturalist’s 
Voyage Around the World. 2 Geologzical 
Works. 3 Botanical Works. 4 Zoological 


Works. _ 5. Works on Evolution. With a 
copious index. Price, $2. 

Pedigree of Man, and Other Essays. By 
Ernest Haeckel. Contents: Part I. The Dar- 
winian Theory; The Origin of the Human 
Race: The Pedigree-of Man; On the Division of 
Labor in the Life of Nature and of Man; Cell- 
Souls and Soul-Cells. .Part IL e Progress 
and Work of Zoology; The Development of 
Life-Particles. and the Perigenesis of the 
Plastidule; The Proofs of Evolution; The 
Present Position of Evolution in Relation to 
Science; The Origin and Development of the 
Sense Organs. Price, $2. 

The Natural History of Religion. David 
Hume’s Celebrated Essay, so foully mutilated 
by Christian publishers, printed complete, with 
an Introduction by John M. Robertson, editor 
of the National Reformer. Price, 50 cents. 

The True Source of Christianity; or, A 
Voice From the Ganges. By an Indian Officer. 
Answers to the questions—who was Jesus 
Christ? and from what source were the doc- 
trines derived which he promulgated? Price, 
75 cents. Address THE TRUTH SEEKEHK. 


Antiquity 
Unveiled. 


most Startling Rev- 
elations. 


Proving Christianity 
to be of 
Heathen Origin. 


[ILLUSTRATED.] 
Price, -- - - $1.50 
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APOLLONIUS OF TYANA IDENTIFIED AS THE 
- CHRISTIAN JESUS, 


An important and remarkable revelation con- 
cerning the life and times of Apollonius of 
Tyana, the great sage and philosopher of the first 
century. It is here claimed that his life and 
teachings were appro riated and utilized by the 
formulators of the Christian religion in the in- 
terest of so-called Christianity. e plagiarism 
is made plain in this brief history of Apollonius, 
especia. zin view of the historical references and 
comments thereon. It is quite evident that to 
conceal the plagiarism, the name of Apollonius 
was suppressed. 

Price, 15 cents. 
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ANEW WORK 


BY 
ARTHUR B. MOSS, 
Author of “The Bible and Evolution,” 
ENTITLED 


Christianity and Evolution, 


With preface by 
J. M. WEEELER, Sub-editor of Freethinker. 


Price, $1. Order at once. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 


COSMIAN HYMN-BOOK. 


—Io— 
A COLLECTION OF 


ORIGINAL AND SELECTED HYMNS 
FOR 
Liberal and Ethical Societies, 
for Schools and 
the Home. 
—With Music Written to All the Songs.— 


COoMPILED By L. K. WASHBURN. 
Price, $1.50, For sale at THIS OFFICE. 


The Creation of God. 


By DR. JACOB HARTMANN. 


An explanation of the origin of the God Idea, and the mental processes that led to the formation 


ing are 


CONTENTS 


The Universal Aspect. 
The Earth. 
The Chemical Aspect. 


The Sun. 

Genesis—The Creation. 

Genesis—The Garden of Eden. 

The Deluge. ee 

The Scriptural God—The Creation. 

The Creation of God—Abraham. 
Moses—Confirmation of the Idea of God. 
Samuel the Kingmaker. i 

God Save the King. 


Jehovah Takes a Rest. 


The End of National Life. 


of idols and the worship of them. From the time of Terah’s apostasy, Abraham’s reformation and 
his banishment for heresy and blasphemy against the Cha.dean idols, to Christ’s comiug, the princi- 
pal characters are analyzed and shown to be human, by thought and deed. It is made pi 
eculiar phraseology, caut sayings, subterfuges, miracles, wonder-workings, aud supernatural ] 
Phe prop. r offspring of the then existing barbarism, ignorance, and superstition, constitut- 
ing the peculiar politics of the day 


ain that the 
al pad- 


IN DETAIL: 


Elimination of Waste Substances, 
In General. 
By the Lungs. 
By the Skin. 
By the Kidueys. 
Digestion and Nutrition. 
The Elementary Substances. 
Alcohol and Its Effects on the System. 


The Soul—What Is It? 


Sin and Salvation. 

The Ecclesiastical Kindergarten. 
Rational Review. 

Visions—Bible Dreams—Revelations. 
The Planetary Gods. 


The Mind. 


The Christian Era. 


Food and Food-Substances. 


in accord with Science, that the atonement umen 
scheme is futile and foolish, and that religion is | upon whether they lean to Socialistic or Anarch- 
not areal benefit to man. 


Every Man His Own God. 
Tables {Gateways to Knowledge. 


Organic Life—Vegetable. oral: Whence They Spring. 


Organic Life—Animal. h 
d P T'he Non Credo. 
The Master Tissues. 
The Muscular Tissues. -Bales or uman Conduct. 


The Nervous Tissues. : i 
Map of the Intellectual Facuities—TŁe Mind. 
Map of Theological Ketrogression 

Map of the Deluge and Garden of Eden. 


Thirty Chapters—Four Hundred and Thirty-two Pages, 


Large 12mo. 


In Cloth, $1; in Paper, 50 Cents. 
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THE RESURRECTION OF JESUS. 


AN AGNOSTIC’S VIEW. 


Contents: The Christian Dogma of Salvation; The Christian’s Belief; Why Was 


the Resurrection a Secret Affair? The Age of a Story Does Not Prove Its Truth; 


Pilate’s Attempt to Save the Life of Jesus; Christ Before Herod; A New Iudictment 
Against Jesus; Were the Guards Hired by the Priests? Pilate’s Motive for Secreting 
the Bod ; Matthew’s Account of the Resurrection; Why the Angel Sat on the Stoue; 
Mary’s Visit; Angels; Renan’s Theory; The Disciples Were Deceived; The Identifica- 


‘tion: The Ascension; Why Did Jesus Disappear? Other Strange Phenomena; The 


Chieť Prie-ts Did Not Believe in Resurrection; What Became of the Roman Guards? 


The Origin of the St ry; St. Paul’s Account: 8t. Paul’s Conversion; A Modern 


Example; The Roman Governors and the Resurrection Story; The Testimony of 


Contemporaneous Writers; Miracle-Workers; Is the Resurrection Well Attested? 


Inspiration; Conclusion. 


Price, cloth, 75 cents; paper, 40 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York City. 
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MY RELIGIOUS EXPE- 
| RIENCE, 


Being the story of his religious life and mental 
ourneyings. Titten in his happiest and most 
riliant way, and is the best of all his splendid 

works. Price, 25 cents. Address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


SHALL THE BIBLE BE READ 
IN OUR PUBLIC SCHOOLS? 
By R. B. Westbrook, A.M. 


Third Thousand. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEK: 8. 


g By 8. P. Putnam., 
Price, 10 cents. 


[nstead of a Dook. 
By A Man Too Busy to Write One. 
Culled from the Writngs h: ft. Tucker, “With Daughter's Babe Upon 
This is a big, book of_over 500 His Knees 73 


forth the privciples of Philosophical Anarchy. 

In fact, it 1s the Creed, by the veritable John 
Photograph of Colonel Ingersoll, with hi 
andebild in his lap, a delicate little pouvonir of 


ages, and sets 


Calvin, of that cult. Mr. Tucker is a mental 
Morica’s greatest orator and Freedom’s greatest 


plumb-line hewer, and has the least regard for 
where the chips fall of any one of the writers of 
champion at home, may be had at this office for 
| fifty cents 


that careless camaraderie. Anyone wanting to 
know what the thinking Anarchists think, and 
why they think that way, will have to get one of 
these books in order to know. 


Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, #1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Hard Knocks 
at Christianity. 


By R. WHEELER. 


_ This book is just what, its title implies—_thump- 
ing whacks at superstition. It deals with the 
effect of Christianity on the world, showing BO rs OLS 
what Christians have done to advance their relig- | power, as shown in his “Bible Analyzed” and 
ion and impede the progress of man. It shows | Deity Analyzed,” will realize that in “ Govern- 
that Jesus was a false prophet, that the gospels ; ment Analyzed” they will hav the bedrock of 
are not authentic, and that Christianity is a bor- | human authority exposed, and will learn what 

government is. Whether they will agree with 
his statement of what goverument is depends 


By COL. JOHN R. KBLSO. 


Contents: Derivations and Definitions of 
Political Terms; Various Forms of Government; 
General Principles of Government; Functions 
of Government; Origin of Government; Declara- 
tion of Independence; Articles of Confederatiou; 
Defects of the Confederation; Formation of the 
Constitution of the United States; Taxation; 
Tariff for Protection; War; Punishment; Mar- 
riage; Religion; Prohibition; Money; What a 
Government Should Be. 

Those who know Col. Kelso’s keen analytical 


rowed system of religion. That the Bible is not 


| istic philosophy. But at all events everyone can 
! learn something from this book. 
Price, $1.50. Sold by THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
¥8 Lafayette place, New York City. 


Price, 20 cents, six for $1. 
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GOVERNMENT ANALYZED, 


friends we make the following hand- 
some premium offers: 


For $5.00 we will send Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER one year ($3.00) and “Paine’s 
Great Works Complete” (3.00). This 
edition of Paine’s works contains a 


picture of Paine, of the statue proposed 


to be erected in Chicago, and of his 
monument in New Rochelle. 

For $5.00 we will send Taz TRUTH 
Serxer one year ($3.00) and “The 
World’s Sages, Thinkers, and Reform- 
ers” ($3.00). By D. M. Bennett. 

For $4.50 we will send Tux Trora 
SrrxzR one year ($3) and “The 
Freethinker’s Pictorial Text-Book” in 
cloth ($2.50). , 

For $4 we will send Taz Tura 
Serer one year ($3) and “The Free- 
thinker’s Pictorial Text-Book” in 


boards ($2). 


For $4 we will send Taz Trura 
SEEKER one year ($3) and a copy of 
“Old Testament Stories Comically 
Dlustrated ” in cloth covers ($1.50). 

For $3.50 we will send Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER one year ($3) and “Old Testa- 
ment Stories Comically Illustrated” in 
board covers ($1). 

For $7.00 we will send Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER one year . ($3.00) and the 
“Gods and Religions of Ancient and 
Modern Times” ($5.00), by D. M. 
Bennett. In two volumes. Vol. I 
gives a full account of all the gods the 
nations of the earth have worshiped, 
including Jehovah, Satan, the Holy 
Ghost, Jesus Christ, Virgin Mary, and 
the Bible. 835 pages, 8vo. Vol. II 
describes fully all religious systems of 
the world, including Judaism, Mo- 
hammedanism, and Christianity; the 
latter occupying 372 pages, being fully 
gone into. 949 pages. 

This is a splendid opportunity to 
obtain books which every Liberal de- 
sires to have at an exceedingly low 
price. Old and new subscribers can 
avail themselvs of it, and we shall be 
glad if our present readers will call 
the attention of their friends to the 
values offered. 
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lowing in connection with Tue TRUTH SEEKER 
at reduced rates: 

Tribune (Republican i 

TRUTH SEEKER, - l ya ay - Ek - ai $3 50 
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THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


FOUNDED BY D, M. BENNETT. 


obscene matter, etc., through the mails should be re- 
pealed. 

‘This charge that the plaintiff signed such petition, 
even if true, does not even tend to justify or excuse the 
libel. 

‘¢ The defendant sets out the petition, and the petition 
itself states the reasons the petitioners had and the ob- 
jects the petitioners wished to attain as follows: 


of this country as against the defenders and propagators 
of obscene literature.” 


Thereupon Colonel Ingersoll brought suit in the 
supreme courtof New York state against Mr. Dixon 
for malicious libel. i 

To this complaint the defendant interposed an 
answer, and the plaintiff having moved to strike 
out the greater part of it as irrelevant and imma- 
terial to the issues raised, he, the defendant. ob- 
tained leave to serve an amended answer. That 
amended answer consisted of four alleged defenses. 

The first defense merely admitted the publica- 


E. M. MAODONALD, ~ - ~ - - Editor and Manager. 
28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, NEW YORK. 


SATURDAY, - - =- = = MAY 20, 1893. 


“< That the statutes aforesaid are . . . capable of 
and are in fact being used for the purpose of moral and 
religious persecution; whereby the dearest and most 
precious rights of the penple are being grievously vio- 
lated under'the forms of legal inquisition, fines, forfeit- 
ures and imprisonment.’ 


SUBSCRIPTION RATES, 


Single subscription, in AdVanCe.........0...euccceccssneceeecs 
One subscription two years, in advance.... 
Two new SUDSCTIDEFS............. cence cece eens tecceeetensecenes 
One subscription with one new subscriber, in oneremittance. 5 00 
One subscription with two new subscribers, in one remit- 


- ee TE 
EEE O T E T st 7 oo | tion and denied any malice on the defendant’s part The petitioners alae say that: 
One subscription with three new subscribers, in one remit- in making the publication complained of. To this ‘‘ They are convinced that all attempts of civil gov- 
$ANGO E OEE E ATE E 50 | Colonel I 1] mad d f ernment, whether State or National, to enforce or to 
One subscription with four new subscribers, in one remit- olonel Ingersoll made no demurrer, and it conse- | favor particular religious, social, moral or medical opin- 
$ON0G.......eeeeeeessccsseeescetsessstseecseeeeeeseesereeeeLO 00 | quently will figure no farther in the proceedings. ions, or schools of thought or practice, are not only un- 
Any number over five at the same rate, invariably with one ` | constitutional, but ill-advised, contrary to the spirit and 


remittance. and may be dismissed from the reader’s mind. 


But to the second, third, and fourth defenses, 
and to Articles XIX and XX of this amended 
answer, Colonel Ingersoll did enter a demurrer, on 
the ground that each of these defenses and each of 
these articles was insufficient in law as a defense 
upon the face thereof. The attorney of record is 
Robert H. Griffin, of 20 Nassau street, a gentleman 
of great industry and legal attainments, and like all 
the people connected with Colonel Ingersoll, one 
pleasant to know. 

First we will pause to note that upon the trial 
of this demurrer Justice Andrews decided in gen- 
eral that the article published in the New York 
World of February 14th by the defendant Dixon 
was a libel upon the plaintiff, and as interpreted 
by him meant that the plaintiff was a “defender of 
the propagators of obscene literature.” 

Now, as to the second defense, that pleading 
was substantially as follows : 


1. That in March, 1878, a petition was presented to the 
United States Congress for the repeal or material modifi- 
cation of the postal Iaws, known as the Comstock laws— 
which amongst other things prohibited the transmission 
of obscene matter through the maile—and that the plain- 
tiff, Ingersoll, signed that petition, or caused the same to 
be signed, with his name. 

2. That the plaintiff, either in person or through 
others, petitioned the House committee and the Senate 
committee on the revision of laws for a hearing before 
them on this petition. 

3. That thereafter an Associated Press dispatch was 
sent from Washington to numerous newspapers throughout 
the United States saying that seventy thousand freemen, 
headed by Colonel Ingersoll, had petitioned Congress to 
repeal the laws known as the Comstock laws on account 
of their unconstitutionality and outrages committed under 
them by Anthony Comstock; that plaintiff had knowledge 
of that dispatch and never denied that he represented 
the signers of said petition. 

4. That Anthony Comstock, Samuel Colgate, and 
others opposed the granting of such petition and were 
successful in such opposition. 

5. That in 1879 at a convention of the National Lib- 
eral League held in Cincinnati, plaintiff made an address 
in which he attacked the postal laws of the United States, 
and especially the laws against obscene literature as 
engins of oppression, and claimed that the United States 
Congress had no right to make laws prohibiting the dis- 
semination of literature, obscene or otherwise. 

6. That at the same convention plaintiff cffered a reso- 
lution expressing sympathy with D. M. Bennett and his 
family upon his conviction for the dissemination of ob- 
scene literature, upon the ground that he had been con- 
victed by religious bigotry and ignorant zeal, and that 
at the same time plaintiff. wrote to Mr. Bennett express- 
ing sympathy with him and protesting against his con- 
viction. 

7. That the natural and necessary effect of the posi- 
tion and acts of the plaintiff just recited was to show him 
to be the defender of the propagators of obscene litera- 
ture. 


To this Colonel Ingersoll’s lawyer opposed the 
following demurrer : 


‘The defendant justifies because, as he says, a peti- 
tion was presented to the United States Congress, sig ned 
by the plaintiff and that the prayer of the petition was 
that certain Acts of Congress relating to the sending of 


progress of our age, and almost certain in the end to de- 
feat any beneficial objects intended. That mental, 
moral and physical health and safety are better secured 
and preserved by virtue resting upon liberty and knowl- 
edge than upon ignorance enforced by Governmental 
supervision. That even error may be safely left free 
where truth is free to combat it.’ 


t And the said petition concludes as follows: 


‘s Wherefore, your petitioners pray that the statutes 
aforesaid may be repealed or materially modified so that 
they cannot be used to abridge the freedom of the press 
or of conscience, or to destroy the liberty and equality 
of the people before the law and departments of the 
Government, on account of any religious, moral, polit- 
ical, medical or commercial grounds or pretexts what- 
soever.” 

‘Now the question is: Cau the fact that the plaintiff 
signed such a petition be used as a defense on the part 
of the defendant for the libel? 

‘The defendant published that the plaintiff was paid 
by the publishers of obscene literature to pollute the 
minds of the young of this generation; and he submits 
as evidence of that fact that a petition was signed by 
the plaintiff, in which the plaintiff declared that the laws 
sought to be modified or repealed were contrary to the 
fundamental principles of the government, and that they 
were being used for the purposes of moral and religious 
persecution, and asked that they either be repealed or 
modified so that they could not tbe used to abridge the 
freedom of the press, or conscience, or to destroy the lib- 
erty and equality of the people before the law. 

‘Is it possible to conceive of a more perfect non 
sequiter than this? 

‘t Put this in concrete and logical form and it is as 
follows : 

“The plaintiff signed a petition to modify or repeal 
certain laws so that they could not be used to abridge the 
freedom of the press or conscience. 

‘¢Therefore, the. plaintiff represented publishers of 
impure literature, and was paid to pollute the minds of 
the young of this generation. 

‘In the same second defense there is the following: 

‘The defendant states that J. Weed Corey asked the 
chairman of the Senate committee of the United States 
Senate to be kind enough to giv the committee of 
which Robert G. Ingersoll was chairman a hearing be- 
fore it on the subject of repealing or materially modify- 
ing certain postal laws referred to, etc.; and that after- 
wards the said J. Weed Corey again asked for such hear- 
ing, and that in his letter he stated that more than fifty 
thousand petitioners had prayed for the repeal or modi- 
fication of certain laws executed ostensibly to prevent 
the passage of so-called obscene literature through the 
mails of the United States, but which laws hav been 
and are being enforced to destroy the liberty of con- 
science in matters of religion, against the freedom of the 
press, and to the great hurt of the learned professions, 
and therefore asks that Robert G. Ingersoll, of Illinois, 
the chairman of the committee, be allowed to speak in 
behalf of the petitioners, and that the plaintiff, in per- 
son, asked the liberty of being heard before said com- 
mittee. 

‘* Ts this a defense, or canit be pleaded in mitigation? 

‘Let us put this in logical form. 

‘© J. Weed Corey asked that the plaintiff be allowed to 
be heard before a committee of Congress, and the 
plaintiff himself asked that he be heard by a committee. 
The object of the hearing was to repeal or modify cer- 
tain laws, it being claimed by the plaintiff and others 
that such laws were used against the freedom of the press 
and of conscience. 

‘: Therefore, the plaintiff at said time was paid by the 
publishers of impure literature to pollute the minds of 
the young of this generation. 


Money should be sent by express company’s money order, 
postal order, draft on New York, or by registered letter. 
Address communications and make drafts, checks, post-ofice 
and express money orders payable to E. M. MACDONALD, 

% Lafayette place, New York. 


SPECIAL NOTICE.—We shall be obliged to our 
readers if they will send us the name and address of 
any Freethinker who is not a regular subscriber. 


A Clerical Slanderer Brought to Account. 


There are a good many preachers, of rancor- 
ous tempers and no principle, who when they find 
Infidelity stealing among their flocks notwith- 
standing they hav gone over the whole roll of 
arguments against it, as a last resort think to kill 
it by calling it obscenity. This tendency, too, is 
abetted by another orthodox propensity, which is, 
‘actually and honestly to regard as obscene the 
scientific and radical inquiry into sex matters which 
is rising in the modern era. One of the pulpitic 
stultifiers of mankind has, from one or both of the 
above motivs, cast calumnies upon our great Free- 
thinker royal, Colonel Ingersoll, which hay led to 
the famous Ingersoll-Dixon suit, another decision in 
which has just been rendered. 

On Feb. 8, 1892, Colonel Ingersoll wrote to the 
Rev. Amzi C. Dixon, a Baptist clergyman of Brook- 
lyn, N. Y., the following letter, which explains the 
beginning of the controversy: 


‘“Nuw Yor, Feb. 8, 1892. 

“Rev. A. C. Dixox, My Dear Sir: My attention was 
called for the first time this morning to a report that 
appeared in the Brooklyn edition of the New York 
World of Feb. 1, 1892, of a lecture delivered by you 
on the 31st day of January, at the Hanson Place Baptist 
church, and in that report the following is said to hav 
been uttered by you: 

«<A few years ago it was found that pictures and 
impure publications were passing through the mails. 
Anthony Comstock decided.to stop it. On investigation, 
whom should he find representing publishers of impure 
literature but Colonel Ingersoll, paid to pollute the 
minds of the young of this generation.’ 

tt I write for the purpose of giving you an opportunity 
to retract either by stating that you used no such lan- 
guage, or that the statements are absolutely untrue. 

‘© Tf you do not make such retraction, I shall commence 
an action against you for having uttered a malicious 
libel. Yours truly, R. Q. INGERSOLL. 

“45 Wall street.” 


To this letter Mr. Dixon publicly replied by 
causing to be published in the New York World of 
Feb. 14, 1892, amongst other things the following : 


“T did not use, in my address of January 31, the 
words you (meaning this plaintiff) quote from the World, 
but I should hav said them, or something like them, 
if in the press for time, they had not escaped my mind. 
The reporter of the World got them through my private 
secretary from some notes that I had spoken into a 
phonograph in course of preparation; but I am willing 
to be responsible for them as they appeared in the World, 
for I believe them to be true. 

“I believe, sir, that these charges against you are 
true, and if you desire to test them before a Court of 
justice, I will be happy, indeed, to represent the purity 
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‘In the same second defense it is set forth as justifica- 
tion and in mitigation that 

“< Shortly after the presentation of the said petition to 
the United States Congress (plaintiff then being a resi- 
dent of Washington, D. C.), the following Associated 
Press dispatch was sent from Washington to various 
newspapers in the United States, avd printed in said 
newspapers and copied in the press generally through- 
out the United States, to wit: 

< cs Seventy thousand freemen, headed by Colonel 
Robert G. Ingersoll, petitioned Congress to repeal the 
laws known as the Comstock Laws, on account of their 
unconstitutionality and the outrages committed under 
them by Anthony Comstock.” ’ 


“It is further declared that the plaintiff had knowl- 
edge of such dispatch, and that he had never denied that, 
he represented the signers of said petition; it being 
charged that many of the signers of the petition were 
publishers of impure literature, and that the plaintiff was 
aware at the time that he represented such publishers 
and the nature and character of their publications. 

“ The charge is that the plaintiff was paid by the pub- 
lishers of impure literature to pollute the minds of the 
young of this generation; and this is substantiated 
because a press dispatch was sent out from Washington— 
which has not been denied by the plaintiff—that ‘70,000 
freemen, headed by Colonel Robert G. Ingersoll, 
petitioned Congress to repeal the laws known as the 
Comstock Laws, on account of their unconstitutionality 
gnd the outrages committed under them by Anthony 
Comstock.’ 

“Let us put this into concrete and logical form: 

‘The plaintiff petitioned Congress to repeal certain 
laws known as the Comstock Laws on account of their 
unconstitutionality and on account of the outrages com- 
mitted under them by Anthony Comstock. 

‘Therefore, the plaintiff was paid by the publishers of 
impure literature to pollute the minds of the young of 
this generation. ` 

“It is also claimed that many of. the petitioners so 
represented by the plaintiff were the publishers of impure 
literature, and that the plaintiff was aware at the time of 
the nature and character of their publications. 

‘*Can anything be more absurd than this? 

‘Suppose a petition was circulated to repeal certain 
laws passed ostensibly in the interest of temperance, but 
which by many were supposed to be unconstitutional; 
and suppose a citizen should sign a petition to hav those 
laws repealed, it being stated in the petition that the laws 
were destructiv of personal liberty and contrary to the 
Constitution. i 

“ Could it then be truthfully said that because of the 
signing of such petition, the person who signed it was in 
favor of intemperance—in favor of drunkenness and 

- general debauchery? And would it be ù defense, or 
could it be proved in mitigstion, that many of the persons 
who signed the same petition were keepers of saloons 
and drunkards? 

“ When men sign the same petition, it is evidence that 
they agree as to that petition. Thieves may sign a 
petition that is perfectly honest, and, although honest 
men sign the same petition, they cannot be charged with 
being thieves, and then the man who charges it defend 
himself on the ground that thieves did sign the petition. 

‘Tt is also stated in the second defense that the plain- 
tiff has repeatedly declared that he was in favor of said 
petition. 

‘Ig this a defense? Is this in justification or mitiga- 
tion? 

“What was the petition? It was to hav certain Jaws 
modified or repealed. 

“Why? Because they destroyed the liberty of con- 
science and of the press. 

“If one is opposed to a law that abridges the liberty of 
the press or interferes with the freedom of conscience is 
he, therefore, of necessity the paid attorney of the pub- 
lishers of obscene literature? 

**So as to Article IX in the second defense: 

‘‘That has nothing whatever to do with the case one 
way or the other. 

“So it is claimed in justification that the plaintiff made 
an address at a certain convention in which he attacked 
the postal laws of the United States and especially said 
laws against obscene literature as ‘ engins of oppression.’ 

“Does it follow that because plaintiff denounced the 
laws as ‘engins of oppression’ he was employed by the 
publishers of obscene literature to pollute the minds of 
the young or that he was a defender and propagator of 
obscene literature ? 

‘*Suppose the plaintiff had made a speech against capi- 
tal punishment. Suppose he had petitioned the legisla- 
ture for the abolition of capital punishment. Does it 
necessarily follow that he was in the employ of murder- 
ers; that he was paid by murderers, or that he believed 
in murder? 

‘Could such an inference be drawn when in the very 
speech or in the petition it was charged that capital pun- 
ishment tended to increase crime ? 

“Tt is set out in said second defense that the plaintiff, 
well knowing that one D. M. Bennett had been convicted 
under the postel laws of the United States for sending 
obscene literature through the mails, and who, prior to 
his conviction, had been a publisher of obscene litera. 
ture, and who had prepared said petition, as the plaintiff 
knew, and with regard to which the plaintiff was familiar 
at a certain convention held in Cincinnati, moved a reso- 
lution to the effect that: 


Bennett and his family, for the reason that he has been 
convicted by religious bigotry and ignorant zeal, and 
has been imprisoned and is now languishing in a cell of 
a felon, when in truth and fact he has committed no 
offense whatever against any law of this country. 


= 
. 


‘We express the deepest sympathy with D. M. 


“And that about this time the 


« € Plaintiff wrote a letter to said Bennett, whom he 
addressed as his ‘‘dear friend” in which letter plaintiff 
declared that the jury who convicted said Bennett, the 
judge who refused him a new trial, and the president 
of the United States who refused him a pardon, all com- 
mitted a crime.’ . 

“What has all this to do with the charge that the 
plaintiff was paid by the publishers of obscene literature 
to pollute the minds of the young, and that he was a 
defender and propagator of obscene literature? 

‘+ A lawyer may be called upon to defend a murderer, 
but he cannot be charged with defending murder. 

“So he may defend one charged with theft, but he is 
not thereby a defender and propagator of larceny. 

“In other words, a lawyer can defend the man without 
defending the crime. And yet, in this case the defend- 
ant charges, because the plaintiff said that Bennett 
had been improperly convicted, that he had been con- 
victed by religious bigotry and ignorant zeal, and that 
he had committed no offense whatever against any 
law of the country; and, therefore, the plaintiff was paid 
by the publishers of obscene literatnre to pollute the 
minds of the young of this generation, and was a de- 
fender and propagator of obscene literature 

“ So, in the same article, itis charged that the plaintiff 
was a contributor to a paper known as THe TRUTH 
Srexer, which paper was used for the dissemination of 
obscene and scurrilous articles, as the plaintiff well 
knew. 

“Ts this a defense? Is this a justification or in miti- 
gation? 

“It is not charged that the plaintiff wrote any of the 
obscene or scurrilous articles. 

“For instance: The defendant had charged that the 
plaintiff was paid by men engaged in certain bogus lot- 
teries, and upon being sued, had replied that the 
plaintiff contributed articles to certain papers in which 
the schemes of these men and of their lotteries had 
been published; therefore, the plaintiff must hav been 
paid by these men, although he contributed no article 
relating to their business or in any way upholding 
their schemes, This would have been just as sensible 
as the defense in this action. 

‘Tn the twelfth article of said defense it is alleged that 
the plaintiff advocated that said Bennett be pardoned, 
and relieved from serving out his sentence of imprison- 
ment under said conviction, and endeavored to secure 
his release from prison. 

‘t Therefore, the plaintiff was the defender and propa- 
gator of obscene literature, and was paid by the publish- 
ers of obscene literature to pollute the minds of the young 
of this generation. 

‘*Ts it possible that every man who signs a petition for 
pardon ju:tifies the offense for which the man was con- 
victed, and for which he was imprisoned; or is it barely 
possible that some men ask that a man be pardoned be- 
lieving that he was wrongfully convicted, and that some 
men ask that aman be pardoned because they think he 
has suffered enough; and isit barely possible that men 
sign petitions for pardon because they hav sympathy for 
their fellow-men—sympathy for wives and children; and 
can a libeler make a breastwork of such mercy from be- 
hind which to attack his fellow-men? 

“So in the fourteenth article of the said defense it is 
alleged that the plaintiff was a public lecturer at the 
time, and also a writer of books, receiving a copyright 
on the sales of such books; and that, by reason of the 
widespread notoriety acquired by appearing before Con- 
gress in behalf of the pardon of Bennett, and by hisacts, 
declarations, and statements that the plaintiff received 
and was paid further compensation by the increased sale 
of his books and increased demand for his lectures, and 
was in the manner aforesaid paid for said acts, declara- 
tions, and statements. 

“ This is a departure. The libel was and is that the 
plaintiff was paid by the publishers of obscene literature; 
that he was the paid attorney of such publishers, 

‘*Now it is that he was paid for such acte, declarations, 
and statements by the increased sale of his books and 
the greater notoriety that he attained by reason of such 
acts, declarations, and statements. 

** This is hardly worthy of a demurrer.” 


Upon this second defense, plaintiff's demurrer to 
it was overruled, the court saying: 


‘* Assuming as I must on this demurrer that the mat- 
ters set forth in the answer are true (as matter of law a 
demurrer admits the truth of the pleading attacked), I 
am of the opinion that the demurrer to the second de- 
fense is not well taken. Some of the matters set forth in 
such defense are probably irrelevant, but taken as a 
whole the defense distinctly charges that the plaintiff 
has, on several occasions, acted as the defender of the 
propagators of obscene literature. It may well be, as 
claimed by defendant’s counsel in his elaborate and able 
brief, that in whatever the plaintiff did concerning the 
matters set forth in the second defense, he was actuated 


by the very highest and purest of motivs, and that his 


acts in that connection are deserving of praise instead of 


condemnation; and it may be that many of the matters 
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set forth in such defense are not true or that they are 
misrepresented, or that when viewed in connection with 


other matters the construction to be placed upon them 


will be very different from that which must be placed 


upon them as they now stand, undenied and unexplained. 
But for the purposes of this demurrer everything con- 
tained in such defense must be assumed to be true, and 
upon that assumption I do not think the demurrer is well 
taken.” 


We will not print Mr. Dixon’s third defense by 
itself, as the reader will get an adequate idea of it 
from its description in Colonel Ingersoll’s demurrer 
against it. which is as follows: 


“Itis set forth by the defendant that about 1880 4 
book was published at Chicago and other places, entitled 
‘Thinkers, Principally Upon Social Science; What 
They Think and Why,’ written by Van Buren Denslow, 
LL.D., and the introduction to said book published 
therewith was written by the plaintiff, and that in said 
introduction the plaintiff commended said book to the 
public, including the young of this generation, using, 
with other language of commendation, the following: 
‘In my judgment this book, filled with original thought, 
will hasten the coming of the blessed time.’ It is said 
that the defendant will produce the book on the trial of 
this action for fuller reference. 

“ And the defendant goes on to say: 


‘¢<¢The natural and necessary effect of said book was to 
pollute the minds of the young of this generation, and by 
reason of the premises the defendant might lawfully pub- 
lish concerning the plaintiff the matters published in his 
said letter of February 14th, 1892.’ 

‘‘The plaintiff demurs to this for the following reasons: 

“ The contents of said book claimed by the defendant 
to necessarily pollute the minds of the young are not set 
out—there is nothing to show that said book had any 
connection whatever with the charge made; not the 
slightest.” 


As the judge passed on this and the fourth de- 
fenses in one, we will go on to describe the fourth 
defense and then giv his decision on them koth. 
As in the preceding case, the reader will find the 
defense amply related in the demurrer to it. The 
demurrer was: 


‘ The defendant sets out that the plaintiff for many 
years last passed has been making, for pay and otherwise, 
speeches and writing books and pamphlets attacking 
Christianity, in which he has blasphemed God, denied 
the inspiration of the Bible. and sought to weaken the 
sanctions and authority of the moral law. 

“ Let us put this in a form to be understood: 

“The plaintiff has attacked Christianity. Therefore, 
he was paid by the publishers of obscene literature to 
pollute the minds of the young of this generation. 

‘‘The plaintiff has made speeches and written pam- 
phlets in which he has blasphemed God. Therefore, he 
was paid by the publishers of obscene literature, and was 
a defender and propagator of obscene literature. 

‘‘The plaintiff has denied the inspiration of the Bible 
and sought to weaken the sanctions and authority of the 
moral law. Therefore, the defendant was perfectly justi- 
fied in saying that the plaintiff was paid by the publishers 
of obscene literature to pollute the minds of the young of 
this generation. i 

‘In the XX. Article of the fourth defense the defend- 
ant alleges that he had been informed and believes that 
young mev, members of families connected with his 
church, had been polluted in mind and led away from 
Christianity, virtue, and morality by the writings and 
utterances of the plaintiff, and that, therefore, he was 
justified in saying that the plaintiff was paid by publish- 
ers of obscene literature to pollute the minds of the 
young. 

“The defendant also says as a defense that he had 
been informed of many instances of young men whose 
minds had been polluted—whose virtue and morality had 
been undermined and destroyed—by the advice, counsel, 
utterances, and writings of the plaintiff, and that, moved 
by indignation, he published the article referred to solely 
with the purpose and hope of counteracting the evil influ- 
ence of plaintif?’s said utterances and writings, 

“ That is to say, he had been informed of many in- 
stances of young men whose minds had been polluted, 
whose virtue and morality had been undermined, and 
therefore he, the defendant, charged that the plaintiff was 
paid by the publishers of obscene literature to pollute the 
minds of the young of this generation. 

‘And he concludes said defense by alleging, on infor- 
mation and belief, that the plaintiff's character and 
general reputation as to vulgarity, indecency, profanity, 
‘immorality, obscenity, and general pollution at the times 
before mentioned in said answer, and for many years 
prior thereto, had been bad, and that such general 
reputation was known to defendant at and before Febru- 
ary 14th, 1892. 

‘* And he claims that he, the defendant, was justified in 
charging that the plaintiff was paid by the publishers of 
obscene literature to pollute the minds of the young of 
this gene:ation. In other words, that, the character of 
the plaintiff being bad, the defendant had a right to libel 
him.” 

As to this third and this fourth defense and the 
demurrer thereto, Judge Andrews gaid : 
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“I am of the opinion that the demurrer to the third 


and fourth defenses should be sustained. The fact that 


the plaintiff wrote the introduction to a certain book, the 
natural and necessary effect of which was to pollute the 
minds of the young of this generation, does not tend in 
any way to prove that the plaintiff was a defender of the 
propagators of obscene literature—does not even allege 
that such book was obscene. The fact that the actual 
and necessary effect of the book was, in the opinion of 
the defendant, to pollute the mind of the young, does not 
prove or necessarily tend to prove that the book was ob- 
scene. Some persons believe that the natural and neces- 
sary effect of many books which treat of scientific subjects 
is to pollute the minds of the young, and will not permit 
their children to read them; but nobody would ever 
think of calling such books obscene. No extracts from 
the book in question are given in the answer, but the brief 
of defendant’s counsel contains what are stated by him to 
be such extracts; and, whatever else may be said of them, 
they are not obscene within any known definition of that 
word, and in my opinion would not be admitted in evi- 
dence upon the trial as tending to prove that the plain- 
tiff has been the defender of the propagators of obscene 
literature. 

‘With regard to the fourth defense, assuming it to be 
true that the plaintiff has for many years been making 
speeches and writing books and pamphlets attacking 
Christianity in which he has blasphemed God, denied 
the inspiration of the Bible, and has thereby in the 
opinion of the defendant sought to weaken the sanctions 
and authority of the moral law, I am at a loss to see how 
any or all of these facts prove or tend to prove that he 
has been a defender of the propagators of obscene litera- 
ture,” 

In Article XIX of his defense, Dixon gave 
notice that he would offer in evidence all of the 
matter set up in his second, third, and fourth de- 
fenses by way of mitigation of- damages. This in 
law means that the defendant admits the falsity of 
the libel, but had reason to believe it true through 


other facts wnich had come to his knowledge, ånd- 


upon which he had based his.false opinion and his 
false charge, and that therefore believing, or having 
reason to believe, the charge to be true, he asks the 
jury to consider the facts on which that charge was 
based in mitigation, that is to say, in reduction of 
damages which the plaintiff would otherwise be 
entitled to. , 

Article XX of the amended answer is also 
pleaded in mitigation, and consists of this: That 
_ prior to Feb. 14, 1892, the reverend defendant 
had been informed of many instances of young men 
whose minds had been polluted, whose virtue and 
morality had been undermined and destroyed by 
the advice, counsel, utterances, and writings of the 
plaintiff, and that, moved by indignation caused by 
such information, he published the article referred 
to in said complaint without malice, but solely with 
the purpose and hope of counteracting the evil in- 
fluence of plaintiff's said utterings and writings. 

In the same paragraph he also charges that the 
plaintiff's character and general reputation as to 
vulgarity, indecency, profanity, immorality, ob- 
scenity, and general pollution was at the times men- 
tioned, and for many years prior thereto had been, 
bad. 


In regard to these articles, XIX and XX, Judge. 


Andrews said : 

‘© With regard to the demurrer to the XIX and XX arti- 
cles of the answer, I am of the opinion that the matters 
above referred to, which are set up in the third and 
fourth defenses, will be no more admissible in evidence 
upon the trial in mitigation of damages than as absolute 
defenses, and I am also of the opinion that most of the 
matters set forth in the XX article will not be admissible 
in evidence upon the trial in mitigation of damages. 
But the demurrer to those two articles must be over- 
ruled, because matter pleaded in mitigation is not a 
subject of demurrer.” 

Summarizing the decision of Judge Andrews, it 
amounts to this: 

The defendant’s third and fourth defenses are 
excluded, and, while the demurrer to the second 
defense and to articles XIX and XX is overruled, 
the judge says that in his opinion the matter set 
up in them is substantially irrelevant and will ‘not 
be admissible upon the trial. 

Thus the case stands. The defendant having 
failed to escape by “justifying "—as the legal term 
is—his allegations, before trial, he will hav to 
stand trial at some date before long, and show to 
the world whether the power wielded by clergymen 


throughout the whole course of former history, of 


destroying at will those who threaten their bread 
and butter, may still be exercised with impunity. 


gates, 
itself on record as wishing to hav the Exposition closed 
on Sundays. 
federal government which keeps the gates closed. The 
local directory wants them open. And the directory is 


Between the sustained demurrer of Colonel Inger- 
soll, and the irrelevancy and inadmissibility of Mr. 
Dixon’s pleadings, it looks as though when the case 
does come to trial the reverend gentleman will hav 
no defense left, but will hav to throw himself upon 
the mercy of the jury as to the amount of damages 


he should pay. And if he is mulcted to the tune of 


five thousand dollars decent people will say it 
served him right. ' ; 


apm 
The Battle Thickens Over Sunday Opening. 
The shameful scene at Chicago of Sunday before 


last, the 7th, is drawing sharp comments from all 


parts of the land. A particular trade or calling— 


the clerical—having obtained from the government 
a monopoly of one day in seven, a prerogativ to 


engross to their own coffers all the coin that the 


people shall spend on that day, and by special 


details of police beating back one hundred thousand 


men and women from sight of elevating works of 
their own hands becaùse that sight would divert 
trade from said clerical calling—this monstrous 
scene will not pass from memory for many a decade. 


On that day, in consequence of exclusion from 


the Exposition crime flourished. There was more 
drunkenness in the vicinity of Jackson park than 
was ever known before. . Brawls were numerous, 
and the police had their hands full. A dispatch on 
the following day, Monday, said: 


‘There were four murders, one suicide, and any num- 


ber of fights in Chicago yesterday. To-day the papers 
claim that if the Fair gates had been opened Sunday none 


of these crimes would hav occurred. The people who in- 
dulged in such violent amusements would hav gone down 


to the Fair instead, and would hav spent their time inno- 


cently wandering among the buildings and along the 
shores of the lagoons.” i 

Still referring to the same Sunday, another 
advice said : 

“ A government wagon delivered a load of mail matter 
at the post-office within the grounds. Next Sunday and 
succeeding Sundays, if the same rule is in force, the 
government mail wagon will not be allowed to pass the 
The reason for this is plain—the government put 


It is only the expressed desire of the 


of the opinion that if the government is a Sunday-closing 
government, it should transact no business of any nature 
within the grounds on the first day of the week. Ifit 
tries to do so, the directory will see that it does not.” 


During the week, among the intelligences tele- 


graphed was this: 


« A curious feature of this Sunday issue is the manner 


in which President Higinbotham is abused: by letter, 
sometimes anonymously, sometimes otherwise. 


brought about in the shape of the report of Edwin 
Walker, legal adviser of the board. The report 


says that the act of Congress which appropriated 


$2,500,000 for the Fair, did so on condition that 
the exhibition should be closed on Sunday. Butthe 
act creating the World’s Fair prescribed that it 
should be an exhibition of arts, industries, manu- 
factures, and products of the soil, mine, and sea. 
The exposition, then, in the sense used by Congress, 
meant the exhibition of arts, industries, etc., and 
did not mean the grounds. There is, therefore, a 
law against opening the buildings and showing the 
exhibits, but none against opening the grounds. 
Moreover, Congress has no power to forbid people 
visiting the buildings put up by foreign govern- 
ments, or occupied by commissioners as state build- 
ings, therefore there is no reason why these should 
be closed. The reasoning of Mr. Walker so com- 
mended itself to the board that they at once passed 
resolutions opening the grounds on Sunday, May 
21st, and thereafter, at an admission fee of twenty- 
five cents. 

But the directory had reckoned without the na- 
tional commission. This latter body cares little 
for the financial success of the Fair, or justice to 
the masses, but does care to procure the love of 
the Sunday bigots who are watching this commis- 


These 
epistles are from people who call themselvs defenders of 
the American Sabbath, but frequently they contain ex- 
pressions not entirely consistent with a Christian spirit.” 

Finally, on Friday the local directory, which is 
interested in the finances of the Fair, and therefore 
anxious that it should be open on the day when it 
would receive as many visitors as on any three other 
days, made a move to secure opening. This was 


sion ‘rom every corner of the country. Besides, 
this body has a grudge against the directory grow- 
ing from a quarrel over a musical director Thomas. 
Accordingly its members were at Jackson park the 
next morning earlier than usual on account of the 
radical stand taken by the local directory in regard 
to opening the gates on Sunday. The commission 
had thoroughly understood the sentiment of the 
directors on the Sunday-closing question, and for a 
long time had suspected that the local authorities 
would take the action which they did. These men 
who are, as they call it, to carry out the will of 
Congress are greatly exercised.over what they term 
the defiant attitude of the Chicago directory. They 
are, says one report, ina state of mind bordering 
on frenzy. At this.meeting some members could 


hardly wait for the quorum to assemble, so anxious 


were they to giv formal utterance to their thoughts 
and outraged feelings. No one could be found to 
support Attorney Walker’s idea that the grounds 
are in charge of the directory. Commissioner St. 
Clair, of West Virginia, insisted that the military 


force of the government would, if necessary, be 
used to keep the gates closed. General St. Clair 


could not find words to express his condemnation 
of the action of the directors. “ I hav always been 
in favor of Sunday opening, and hav been doing 
everything in my power to secure it through the 
action of the commission,” said he, “but this action 
of the board of directors is indefensible.” ‘Sup- 
pose the directors should insist on opening the 
gates on Sunday, what measures can be taken to 
prevent them?” he was asked. “President Cleve- 
land can call upon the army, and he will do so if 
the commission should think it necessary. The 
gates cannot be opened without the consent of the 
president. This corporation has no more right to 
open the gates of this Fair on Sunday than any In- 
dian in the Rocky mountains, and for any man to 
assume that any stranger may take control of the 
government property is absurd. The law of the 
land must and will be maintained. The army of 
the government always stands ready to uphold the 
dignity of the government.” General St. Clair’s 
sentiments seemed to be those of every member of 
the commission. The commissioners felt that the 
United States government had been insulted by 
the local directory in taking such action as it did. 
A number of speeches were made denouncing the 
action of the local directory, and Commissioner 
Glendenning termed the action of the board a “ con- 
temptible evasion of a law of Congress.” President 
Palmer announced that he had received a number 
of telegrams from all parts of the country asking 
the commission to put down the Sunday-opening 
movement, and they were placed on the table for 
the inspection of the commission. 

On the Sunday succeeding these doings, namely 
the 14th, the Exposition was closed, both buildings 
and grounds, to all persons. It is on the next Sun- 
day, the 21st, that efforts will be made to open it. 
Some violence may result. The judiciary committee 
of the national commission has made up its col- 
lectiv mind as to what is the proper thing to be 
done with what it calls the bold, bad local directors 
of the World’s Columbian Exposition, and it is 
simply that in case the directors should open the 
gates on next Sunday without the consent of the 
commission Director-general Davis will be ordered 
to call on Colonel Rice, of the Columbian Guard, 
and ask him to close them with his forces. In 
the event of the colonel being unable or un- 
willing to obey the mandate, then President Cleve- 
land will be asked to furnish a sufficient number of 
troops to carry out the act of Congress and the 
order of the commission. This talk about forcing 
the local directors to obey the law of Congress is 
not idle chatter on the part of the members of 
the national commission by any means. Attorney- 
general Olney has telegraphed United States 
District Attorney Milchrist instructing him to 
look after the interests of the government in 
any attempt to violate the law relating to Sunday 
closing as laid down by the national Congress. 
“J hav taken no action as yet,” said Mr. Mil- 
christ. “ What will be done this week I will not - 


say, excepting that if a complaint comes to my office 
(Continued on pape 312.) 
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Gommunications. 


The Dynamic Theory of the Immaterial. 


Matter and mind are two terms very frequently 
used in the controversy between materialism and 
metaphysics. These terms—especially the latter— 
are often ill defined or not defined at all. 

In the dictionary, mind is called a noun; and a 
noun is said to be “the name of a person, place, or 
thing,” and thus we are indirectly told that mind is 
the “name of a person, place, orthing.” But when 
we come to compare the person or thing that mind 
is the name of with some other thing, such as a box, 
for example, we soon discover a radical difference. 
Mind has no weight as a box has, nor has it length, 
breadth, or thickness, nor roundness nor square- 
ness. It cannot be seen, heard, smelled, nor tasted. 
If an animal be chloroformed and carefully searched 
for his mind no trace of it can be discovered. The 
top of the skull may be removed and the curious 
workmanship of the brain exposed to view; the 
cavity of the chest may be opened and the mechan- 
ism of the circulation be inspected; the stomach 
may be examined and the chemistry of digestion in- 
vestigated; but by no sort of scrutiny will any 
trace of mind be discovered. If the animal be now 
asphyxiated and put to death it will not be possible 
to tell by the use of any sort of instruments how- 
ever delicate, nor by means of any of our senses, 
what the animal has lost, although all would agree 
that it had lost its mind, and its motions had all 
come to an end. The effect would be the same if a 
man were the subject of investigation instead of 
some other animal. Having thus discovered that 
the mind is not composed of materials like those of 
a box or other ponderable body, the ancient rea- 
soners came to the conclusion that since it is cer- 
tainly something, it must be an immaterial thing, 
and so they hit upon the idea of an immaterial sub- 
stance. By hitting upon this idea they laid the 
foundation upon which has been built the greater 
part, if not the whole, of that enormous structure 
of mysticism and mental jugglery called meta- 
physics, including theology. It is safe to say that 
this idea, which it is easy to prove is totally false, 
has been productiv of more error, persecution, 
and misery than any other blunder in philosophy 
ever made. 

It would seem to be hardly necessary to say that 
an immaterial thing or substance is totally incon- 
ceivable and unthinkable—in fact, absolutely im- 
possible, and yet it must be freely admitted that 
mind is not material. 

The fact is the old definition of a noun given 
above is very seriously defectiv. If we look 
through the dictionary we shall find nouns on al- 
most every page that are the names of neither per- 
sons, places, nor things. The noun “action” is a 
type of these words which all refer to motion or 
movement. We speak of a wave of the hand, of a 
handkerchief, of a flag, of water, etc.; of the flight 
of a bird, of an arrow, of the enemy. We saya 
walk, a leap, a run, a stroke, a fall, a rise, 
an advance, a retreat, etc. Now, these words 
and thousands more like them express motions 
that we declare to be real—and they are 
real— but whose relations to us are usually 
little understood. For example, a man will declare 
he saw the fall ofa meteorite, and went and picked 
it up. His language is inexact. He did not see 
the fall, he saw the meteorite first in one place and 
then in another, and another, till finally he saw it 
ou the ground. The fall is purely a matter of in- 
ference. The circumstantial evidence of the fall is 
complete and convincing, and yet the fall is not a 
material thing, and we get no direct evidence of it 
through a single one of our senses. We find the 
meteorite on the ground, but what has become of 
the fall? The fact is, the fall was the motion of 
the meteorite, and now that it lies at rest on the 
ground, the motion it had has ceased to be its. 
Nothing that is in the universe can ever get out 
of it—neither matter nor its motions. When the 
meteorite came to the earth the motion of its fall 
was communicated to the part of the earth it 
struck, certain portions were driven in, forming a 
depression, and when all visible motion of that sort 
had come to an end, if the ground and the meteor- 
ite had been examined it would hav been found 
that their temperature had been considerably 
raised. A thermometer would show this, and we 
should feel it if we haidled the bodies concerned. 
This temperature that causes the mercury in the 
thermometer to expand is due to the oscillations or 

- concussions one against another of the particles or 
molecules of the meteorite and the ground it struck 
upon. It is the continuation of the motion of the 
fall of the meteorite in a new form because the 
bodies now moving are under different conditions. 


The aggregate force of all these motions of the 
particles composing these bodies added together 
exactly equals the force with which the meteorite 
fell and struck the ground. Not a grain of it is 
lost out of the universe, although as the bodies 
cool off their temperature is communicated to the 
air and the surrounding soil and so dissipated from 
view, like a cup of water thrown into the ocean. 
This is the law of the “conservation of energy” 
which is now recognized as a fundamental law of 
physics and rests upon as sure a foundation as the 
law of the indestructibility of matter. Each of 
these laws rests on conclusions of logic, confirmed 
and supported by every possible experimental test. 

It appears now from what has been said that, 
first, mind is immaterial; second, that motions of 
matter are immaterial; third, that motions of mat- 
ter can never become anything else than motions of 
matter. Now, if in the further prosecution of the 
argument it can be shown that mind arises from, 
or is a sequel or consequent of motions of matter, 
the chain of proof will be complete that mind is one 
of the forms of motion taken by matter. 

There is a seeming inconsistency or contradic- 
tion between the statements made above (1) that 
we do not see the fall of a body nor get any evi- 
dence of such fall by way of the senses directly 
from the fall itself; and (2) that after it had struck 
the ground a person picking it up would feel the 
heat, which heat is explained to be the continuation 
of the motion of the fall. Here one does get a 
direct sensation from the motion. But in this 
case it is the motion itself that is transferred to the 
person, and part of it becomes his feeling or sensa- 
tion of heat. If a hundred people are standing 
around and the meteorite is passed from one to 
another till all hav handled it, it will then perhaps 
hav lost all its heat, which will hav been transferred 
to the people and given rise in each one toa sensation 
of heat, and in this case we can assert that a large 
part of the motion of the fall has been turned into the 
motion called sensation or feeling. (I hav shown 
in the “Dynamic Theory of Life and Mind” that 
mind is a product of sensations, and so a single 
sensation is mind as far as it goes.) 

Now we see the important difference between the 
two cases. In the second case, all the motion of the 
body is lost and a considerable portion of it has 
gone into the bystanders and become sensation, and 
it could not hav become sensation unless it had 
been lost as temperature by the fallen body. In 
the first case, the falling body lost none of its 
motion by being looked at and so it could giv no 
direct sensation of its falling. We thus reach the 
vastly important generalization that we cannot get 
a direct sensation of the motion of a body except 
at the expense of the reduction of that motion. 
The sensation is a continuation in us of the motion 
lost by the body (or part of it). When we see the 
falling body, the sensation of seeing that we get is 
at the expense of the energy of the sun, for it is the 
sun’s rays reflected from the body that are con- 
sumed in forming our sensation. But if we see the 
body when it is incandescent and shining by its 
own light, our sensation then is the sequel of some 
of the motion through space that the meteorite did 
hav but has lost; for it did not become incandes- 
cent till it rushed into the atmosphere, the friction 
of which reduced its speed and turned the part so 
reduced into heat and light. 

If we consider any other sort of sensation, as 
that of sound, it can be shown that it, as well as 
feeling and seeing, can arise only when a certain 
sort of motion has taken place in some other body 
and has been then lost by it and transferred to a 
sensitiv being—a man or other animal. 

Sensation—seeing, feeling, light, sound, odor, 
etc.—are parts of the mind and exist only in us, not 
in the objects outside of us from which we are ac- 
customed to say we get them. Thus light is not in 
the sun; it is a motion of our own. Sound is not 
in a bell; but it is the motion in us that the bell 
sets up by its vibrations. The motion of the sun 
is stopped to the extent that we get the sensation 
light. Our sensation sound, is merely the way some 
of our brain tissues move when agitated by the 
vibrations of the bell, and it is the exact physical 
equivalent of the vibrations consumed in setting 
it up. 

It is obvious that when energy is transferred from 
a body in motion to another at rest, the second 
body must offer some resistance, otherwise the first 
body would lose none of its motion but would keep 
right on. Only a body offering resistance can hav 
motion transferred to it, and such a body is nec- 
essarily a material body. This isin fact a corollary 
of the law of the conservation of energy. Now, 
sensation being a continuation inside of our bodies 
of a motion of a material object outside of us, it 
follows -from the foregoing that it is a material 
substance inside of us that moves in sensation. 
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But this is not all. Sensation being a motion of 
matter it can never appear as anything else in any 
subsequent manifestation of itself, and in ceasing 
to be sensation it must, according to the law of 
conservation, giv rise to new motions of matter. 

A very common form of motion to which sensa- 
tion givs rise is heat. In fact, all sensations giv up 
part of their motion (that is themselvs), and many 
of them all of it, to subside into heat. But many 
of them expend themselvs in setting up the vari- 
ous muscular motions of the body; and both heat 
and muscle contractions are forms of physical 
motion, or the energy of moving matter. The 
greater part of our actions are caused by painful, 
or uneasy, sensations, such sensations being wholly 
or partly expended in setting up motions of the 
muscles. If the person picking up the fallen 
meteorite finds it uncomfortably hot, he will sud- 
denly throw it down. That is, the sensation of 
heat, a motion in the brain resulting from the 
violent oscillations of the particles of the meteorite, 
also commonly called heat, sets up a motion in the 
nerves that in turn sets up contraction of certain 
muscles in the hands, that loosens the grip and 
drops the object. 

Thus the sensation is shown to be interchangea- 
ble with other forms of physical motion; it is a 
consequent of some of them and an antecedent of 
others. It could not be either, nor could it be 
found in any sort of relationship with physical en- 
ergy, unless it were itself a form of such energy— 
that is, a motion of matter. Like all the other 
forms of motion, it is immaterial, but neither more 
nor less so than the rest. It could not be imma- 
terial unless it were a motion and not a thing. 

In a recent article in Tax Truru Seeker by Au- 
gusta Chapman, she asserts that after she has 
delivered her idea to Mr. Wettstein she still has it 
in her “ brain, intact.” 

An idea is merely a combination of sensations ; 
so that no matter how complicated it may be, it is 
a motion or series of motions of certain brain tis- 
sues. The delivery of an idea then consists in the 
motion of these tissues being transferred to the 
muscles of tongue and jaws in the production of 
speech, or to the muscles of the fingers in writing. 
When it is so delivered it ceases to be—that is to 
say, that particular idea no longer exists because 
the motion that it was, has been transferred to be- 
come motion of another sort. If another motiv 
comes along that sets up motion in the same brain 
cells again, they will move nearly the same way as 
they did before, and produce a new idea similar to 
the first one, but if it is at all complicated it can 
never be reproduced nor expressed twice exactly 
alike. 

In the army signal service a flag waved in a par- 
ticular way is a signal to march. After such a 
signal has been given it would not be correct to 
say the signal is still “intact” in the flag. That 
signal has lived its life and is done forever. But 
if it is not understood, and has to be repeated, the 
machinery that produced it—viz., the flag, the 
man’s muscles and his brain—are still there, and the 
call for its reproduction will again start up the 
brain cells, these will move the muscles, and these 
will wave the flag, and so a new signal very much 
like the first will be produced. 

It is the same in all brain action. When the 
brain is still, the idea does not exist. But if the 
cells the motion of which constituted the idea in 
the first place, remain “intact,” they may be set go- 
ing again by a proper stimulation, and a new idea 
produced almost like the first. 

It is not possible within newspaper limits to 
treat such a subject exhaustivly, but if some one 
will point out what appear to him as difficulties 
in the foregoing, I will try to clear them up. 
The term Materialist, as popularly understood, does 
not properly describe one who accepts the above 
theory. I suggest Dynamicist. 

Jas. B. ALEXANDER. 
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The Right of Affirmation. 


Robert C. Adams in Secular Thought. 
At the last session of the Dominion Parliament, 
a bill was passed, entitled, “An Act respecting 
Witnesses and Evidence.” Sections 23 and 24 of 
this act read as follows: 


23 If a person called or desiring to giv evidence objects, 
on grounds of conscientious scruples, to take an oath, or 
is objected to as incompetent to take an oath, such person 
may make the following affirmation: “I solemnly affirm 
that the evidence to be given by me shall be the truth, 
the whole truth, and nothing but the truth.” 

_And upon the poreon making such solemn affirmation, 
his evidence sha. 
taken under oath. 

24 (1) If a person required or desiring to make an 
affidavit or deposition in a proceeding or on an occasion 
whereon or touching a matter respecting which an oath 
is required or is lawful, whether on taking office or 
other wise, refuses or is unwilling to be sworn, on grounds 
of conscientious scruples, the court or judge, or other 
officer or person qualified to take affidavits or depositions, 
shall permit such person instead of being sworn, to make 
his solemn affirmation in the words following, viz.: “I, 
A. B., do solemnly affirm, etc. ,” which solemn affirmation 
shall be of the same force and effect as if such person had 
tuken an oath in the usual form. 

(2) Any witness whose evidence is admitted or who 
makes an affirmation under this or the next preceding 
section, shall be liable to indictment and punishment for 
perjury in all respects as if he had been sworn. 


Section 25 permits a child to giv evidence with- 
out oath, if in the opinion of the officer, “ such child 
is possessed of sufficient intelligence to justify the 
reception of the evidence and understands the duty 
of speaking the truth.” 

Section 26 givs “the right of making a solemn 
declaration in attestation of the execution of any 
writing, deed, or instrument, or of the truth of any 
fact, or of any account rendered in writing.” This 
declaration is as follows: 

I, A. B., do solemnly declare that (state the fact or 
facts declared to), and I make this solemn declaration 
conscientiously believingit to be true, and knowing that it 


is of the same force and effectas if made under oath, and 
by virtue of the Canada Evidence Act, 1893. 


This ends a long struggle upon the part of the 


Freethinkers and Secularists of Canada to obtain 
recognition of their right to be excepted from the 
compulsion to take oaths. After July 1st next, 
when this law takes effect, no Secularist nor any 
other person who has conscientious objections to 
the oath need submit to that form, and if asked to 
kiss the book he can tell the judge that he reserves 
his kisses for untanned skins. © 

For many years efforts hav been made to secure 
this act of justice, and in 1886 a bill introduced by 
Mr. Robertson of Hamilton passed its third read- 
ing in the House of Commons, but was defeated in 
the Senate, although the right to affirm was left to 
the opinion of the presiding judge as to the sincerity 
of the witness. 

When I was honored with the presidency of the 
Canadian Secular Union, I sought for some work 
of benefit to Secularism that I might espouse to 
signalize my term of office, and justify my appoint- 
ment. This question of affirmation appeared to me 
to be one of the most pressing and important 
matters awaiting solution and J resolved to make it 
my special effort. Aided by the courtesy of the 
Editor of Tue Trurn SEEKER and other kind friends 
I obtained literature on the subject, which led to 
the preparation of a bill by Mr. Max Goldstein, of 
Montreal, a clear-headed lawyer and enlightened 
man. 

Sir Donald A. Smith, M.P., undertook to intro- 
duce this bill; and taking it first to Sir John 
Thompson, Hon. minister of justice, he secured his 
approval of its principles. The matter was placed 
in the hands of Mr. Robert S<dgewick, Q.C., 
deputy minister of justice, and its provisions were 
incorporated into the present act, which was intro- 
duced into Parliament by Sir Jokn Thompson in 
the session of 1892. Since then the words “on 
grounds of conscientious scruples” hav been in- 
serted; but there seems to be no reason to object 
to this, although I took strong grounds against 
accepting the compromise clause which Mr. Brad- 
laugh allowed to be inserted in his oaths’ bill, 
which required allusion to the religious belief or 
disbelief of the witness. We were determined to 
oppose the application of any religious test or in- 
quisition. As the law will stand now, Canada is 
placed in the front rank of nations as regards 
religious toleration on the oath question ; and those 
who hav felt alarmed that Canada was to hav a 
Catholic premier should put it to his credit that it 
is owing. to his approval and his introduction that 
the bill has passed. 


We hav for some years endeavored to secure a 
similar change in the laws of the province of Que- 
bec, but so far hav been unable to find a member 
who would assume the hopeless and politically in- 
jurious task of introducing the bill. There is more 
reason now to expect success, and some efforts are 


be taken and hav the same effect as if |. 


Justice, Ottawa, Dear Sir: I desire to avail myself 
of your kind permission to lay before. you a plea for 
the passage of the Oaths’ bill, which has been 
handed to the Hon. minister of justice by Sir Don- 
ald A. Smith, and which the latter has pledged him- 
self to support. 


and offense to many worthy citizens, and only oper- 
ates to the defeat of justice; because they are so 
contrary to the enlightened spirit of the age that 
respectable advocates in good causes will not stoop 
to avail of them, and they are mairly resorted to as 
subterfuges in bad cases by tricky people. 


Dominion law, but the practical construction of 
both is the same, and we cannot hope to get the 
Quebec law altered until the Dominion parliament 
sets the example. At present no Agnostic is eligi- 
ble as a witness in Quebec. 
wealthiest and most philanthropic men in the coun- 
try now hold these opinions, and they occasionally 
hav to face the alternativs of lying or of being 
robbed by scoundrels. 
Wolff & Co., of Montreal, lately sent a well-educated 
‘German clerk to court to prove an undoubted debt. 


in prospect, of which for politic reasons I will not 
speak just at present; but I pledge myself to un- 
ceasing effort until the present disgraceful laws are 
obliterated from the Quebec statutes. 


The work that I hav done has been accomplished 


as “president of the Canadian Secular Union,” and 
I desire that this organization may hav whatever 
credit the result may bring. The two following 
letters to Mr. Sedgewick may be useful in giving 
some information as to the history of the move- 
ment. 


Mowrneat, July 23, 1891. 
R. Sepaewicx, Esg, Q.C., Deputy Minister of 


The present state of the oaths’ laws is a scandal 


The Quebec law is worse in its wording than the 


A number of the 


The firm of Hermann H. 


He was disqualified as an Agnostic, and the firm 
lost a claim of $150, and had to pay $100 costs. 
Several cases hav happened of late, and always to 
the defeat of justice. 

Rascals are learning how to avail of thelaw. A 
fraudulent bankrupt named Myers, desiring not to 
testify, declared himself an Agnostic; later on, 
desiring to testify, he declared that he had been 
converted to a religious belief. In the first case 
this man was not allowed to giv evidence, and in 
the second his testimony was received. 

Many respectable unbelievers, among them some 
of our most prominent business men, are daily or 
frequently pained by having to go through forms 
of declaration that are offensiv to their convictions 
and sensibilities. They regard the kissing of a 
book as a superstitious act, and the appeal to super- 
natural powers as evidence of a lack of intelligence. 
They demand freedom from this annoyance as well 
as safety for their interests. I hav heard a re- 
luctance expressed against making investment in 
Canada, because property is imperiled by the pos- 
sible disqualification of Agnostic witnesses. A 
Quaker may affirm, but it has been held in Dominion 
courts that an Agnostic may not do so. 

Many who are interested in seeing this dis- 
graceful state of things removed would be very 
glad if you could get this bill presented this ses- 
sion, but if it is now too late for this, I beg 
your careful consideration of the matter. Nearly 
all enlightened nations hav repealed or are con- 
sidering the repeal of these restrictiv Oath Laws, 
and we do not wish Canada to lag behind the rest. 

With many thanks for your courteous attention, 
I am, Respectfully and sincerely yours, 

Rost. C. Apams. 
Monrrear, Feb. 2, 1892. 

R. Sevezwick, Esg, Q.C., Deputy Minister ‘of 
Justice, Ottawa, Dear Sir: In response to your 
telegram of this date asking information re amend- 
ment to law relating to oaths, I hav the pleasure to 
send you copy of my letter to you, dated July 23, 
1891, 2 copy of the proposed bill and a speech I 
once made upon the subject. 

I also beg leave to add some reterences to the 
existing laws, for which I am indebted to my legal 
adviser, Mr. Max Goldstein. 

Dominion Laws.—In Revised Statutes of Canada, 
49 Vict. 1886, Chap. 174, Quakers and some others 
are allowed to affirm, but in Section 219 occurs the 
phrase, “according to his religious belief;” and 
judges hav refused to allow Agnostics to affirm 
under this law upon the ground that they hav no 
religious belief. 

In 49 Vict., Sec. 10, it is pointed out that “ Pro- 
vincial laws are binding subject to provision of Acts 
of Parliament,” and the Provincial laws relating to 
oaths are very Objectionable. 

Ontario Law.—Revised Statutes of Ontario, 1887, 
Vol. 1, page 712, Sec. 12, permits affirmation at the 
option of the judge, but this applies only to evi- 


dence given in a court of justice. 
the law is unchanged and the oath is still required. 


In other cases 


Quebec Law.—Code of Civil Procedure, article 


259, provides that a person shall neither take the 
oath, make affirmation, nor giv evidence, “if he 
does not believe in God and in a state of rewards 
and punishments after death.” 


Civil Code of Lower Canada, Article 1231, excludes 


as witnesses “those insensible to the religious obli- 
gations of an oath.” 


Those who favor the bill now presented to you 


feel that no inquisition into religious opinions should 
be permitted, and they consider that before the Pro- 
vincial Legislatures can be expected to reform these 
abuses the Dominion Parliament must set an ex- 
ample. 
express disapproval of the laws. 
said, “No one can regret more than I do that such 
should be the state of the law, and I trust that be- 
fore long it will be amended.” 
tice Moss expressed his regret at being obliged to . 
reject evidence for this reason, and I know person- 
ally the strong objections to these laws held by Jus- 
tice Johnson, Judge Tait, ex-Judge Church, and 
other eminent jurists, all of whom regard the exist- 
ence of these laws as a scandal. 


The judges in Provincial Courts frequently 
Mr. Justice Osler 


The late Chief-Jus- 


You are aware that Mr. Bradlaugh’s bill, “ Oath’s 


Act, 1888,” was passed in the Imperial Parliament. 
It was originally similar to the present proposed 
bill in allowing free option of oath or affirmation, 
but he finally compromised and admitted the words 
“and stating as the ground of such objection either 
that he has no religious belief, or that the taking of 
an oath is contrary to his religious belief.” 
Liberal thinkers, such as Morley, Labouchere, 
Trevelyan, and others, objected to this on the 
ground that it authorizes an inquisition by courts 
into a man’s belief. 
clause was going practically to ask the man a ques- 
tion and to make him assert before the judge and 
jury that he had no religious belief. 


Many 


Mr. Morley said that “the 


That assertion 
on his part in many cases might and probably would 
damage his evidence. That was a course entirely 
inconsistent with religious liberty.” We object 
strongly to any such co promise, and we trust that 
Canada will set an example to the world of complete 
toleration and adopt this bill in its present form. 
Trusting that the Hon. minister of justice and 
yourself will endeavor to remove these disabilities 
and inconveniences, 
I remain, with many thanks for your attention, 
Respectfully yours, 
Rosr. C. Apams, 
Pres’t of the Canadian Secular Union. 


Nearty all the police stations in New York city 
hav been supplied with libraries by a philanthropic 
and moneyed woman, who requested the com- 
missioners to keep her name secret.. Each library 
has a Bible, and many contain two. The lady 
evidently is not much acquainted with police 
stations, else she would hav known that each 
station has a stock of from fifty to sixty Bibles. 
Some of the sergeants are well up in the study of 
the Bible, and one is leader of a Bible class. We 
wish that we could record that each police station 
is furnished with a library of Rationalistic works. 


In the talk about Blaine occasioned by his death, 
the occurrence of the term, “ the Plumed Knight,” 
has caused some who do not know its origin to 
make inquiry. This title, so frequently and so ad- 
miringly used by thousands, was bestowed upon 
that American statesman by Robert G. Ingersoll in 
Cincinnati seventeen years ago. Colonel Ingersoll, 
then a delegate from Illinois to the Republican 
national convention, made the speech putting in 
nomination Mr. Blaine for the office of president. 
This was the first convention in which Mr. Blaine 
was named for that office, and he attained 285 votes 
on the first ballot, against 124 for Oliver P. Morton, 
113 for Secretary Bristow, 99 for Roscoe Conkling, 
61 for R. B. Hayes, 58 for Governor Hartranft, 11 
for Governor Jewell, and 3 for W. A. Wheeler. 
This was in part what Colonel Ingersoll said: 
“James G. Blaine is now, and has been for 
years, the bearer of the sacred standard of the 
Republican party. I call it sacred, because no 
human being can stand beneath its folds without 
becoming and without remaining free. For the 
Republican party to desert its gallant leader now is 
as though an army should desert their general upon 
the field of battle. Like an armed warrior, like a 
plumed knight, James G. Blaine marched down the 
halls of the American Congress and threw his 
shining lance, full and fair, against the brazen fore- 
heads of the defamers of his country.” 


Please renew your subscription and obtain an- 
other subscriber. 
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(Continued from page 309.) 
I will proceed with my duty. The situation is per- 
fectly plain. The board of directors hay usurped 
the functions of the national commissioners. The 
national commissioners alone hav control over the 
Fair.” , 

Charles Clingman, the stockholder who objected 
to his property being deteriorated in value by being 
closed on its best-paying day, is pushing his suit to 
obtain open gates. Further ground for the suit is 
found in the fact that the grounds on which the 
Fair is situated are set aside as public land for pur- 
poses by the state legislature, and no one has 
authority to make regulations contrary to the pro- 
visions of that act. It is also claimed that the act 
of Congress itself which fixes the first day of the 
week for the closing of the Fair, instead of the sev- 
enth, violates that part of the Constitution of the 
- United States which says that “Congress shall not 
make a law respecting the establishment of relig- 
ion,” and while there are thousands of people who 
worship on Saturday any law that provides one day 
as against the other is a violation of the Consti- 
tution not only of the United States, but of the 
state of Illinois. f 

The Rev. Wilbur F. Crafts, chairman of the new 
National Committee on Sunday Closing of the 
World’s Fair, recently organized at Columbus by 
officers of the American Sabbath Union, Woman’s 
Christian Temperance Union, the Christian En- 
deavor societies, five state Sabbath associations 
and other bodies, is in New York arranging by tel- 
egraph for resistance to the proposed Sunday open- 
ing. The committee expects that hundreds of 
mass-meetings by resolutions, and thousands of in- 
dividuals by letters, will appeal to President Cleve- 
land and Attorney-general Olney to defend the law 
by injunction or otherwise in the courts. Mr. 
Crafts has a letter from President Palmer, of the 
Columbian Commission, Chicago, saying that he will 
defend the law. Besides Mr. Crafts and his la- 
bors, President E. F. Cragin, of the Columbian 
Sunday Association of Chicago, also a member of 
the National Committee of five on the Sunday clos- 
ing of the World’s Fair, and J. H. Knowles, secre- 
tary of the American Sabbath Union, are planning 
as to the nature of the campaign to be carried on 
in order to keep the gates to the World’s Fair 
closed next Sunday. “There will be a cracking of 
guns all across the country, from New York to San 
Francisco,” Mr. Cragin with angry looks said 
to a reporter. This “cracking of guns,” Mr. Cragin 
explained, would consist of mass-meetings, at which 
resolutions against opening the grounds would be 
passed, and petitions to all officers concerned in 
the management would be prepared. President 
Cleveland,Attorney-general Olney, President Palmer 
of the World’s Fair Commission, Secretary Carlisle, 
and the directors will receive these petitions. The 
committee of five, of which Mr. Cragin is a mem- 
ber, has sent out calls by telegraph for mass-meet- 
ings to be held at Columbus, Philadelphia, Cincin- 
nati, Chicago, Washington, Baltimore, Terre Haute, 
St. Paul, Minneapolis, St. Louis, and other cities. 
“If the national government does not do right,” 
says Mr. Cragin, “it will find itself in a tangle 
which will require ten years to straighten out.” 

A very good thing is communicated thus: 


‘The more the question is agitated the more irritating 
‘it becomes to certain classes. It has resulted in in- 
spiring criticism of the very element that has contended 
go strongly in opposition to the opening of the buildings 
on Sunday. For instance. an official closely identified 
with the Exposition expressed an opinion a few days 
ago, which one hears in different places, to the effect 
that the different religious denominations hay con- 
tributed nothing in the way of ebject-lessons to this 
great educational display except the Roman Catholic 
church. This organization has provided in the Depart- 
ment of Liberal Arts a demonstration of methods for the 
conduct of a school under church supervision which ig 
interesting in its way, but without a competitor. It is 
argued that the Christian church through its many de- 
nominations possessed the opportunities for demonstrat- 
ing certain branches of Christian work, both charitable 
and educational, as applied not only to popular centers, 
but to remote sections or in small towns. Nothing of the 
kind has been suggested and the entire series of buildings, 
with the exception noted, is destitute of anything what- 
ever bearing upon this great motor of civilization.” 


Now is the time of all times for Liberals to 


scatter, freely and thickly, literature on the Chris- 
tian Sabbath, giving its history and false basis, and 
urging its injustice. - 


Bi ee 
. We acknowledge with gratitude the following 
donations to the work of spreading Freethought: 
James Christie, 50 cents; Charles Gregg, 50 cents ; 
P. L. Spencer, $4.25; Mrs. A. Palm, $1.50; L. H. 
Harkins, $2; A. Sloney, $1; A. Chapman, $1.50 ; 
Charles R. Moyer, $1.75. 


George Wilson, the Chicago bookseller, im- 
prisoned for sending a catalog of a few translations 
of trashy French novels, has had the judgment re- 
versed and a new trial ordered. He is now out of 
custody, on bail we presume. His conviction was 
illegal, and the court has only made tardy repara- 
tion in reversing the decision. 


` Referring to the recent Remsburg-Smith debate 
at Caddo, I. T., the Durant, I. T., Sentinel says: 
«< The divinity of Christ’ was discussed last Thurs- 
day, Friday, and Saturday nights at Caddo by 
John E. Remsburg, of Atchison, Kan, and Rev. 
M. A. Smith, of Atoka, I. T. Mr. Remsburg is a 
man of acknowledged ability and scholarship. It 
was foolish for Mr. Smith to meet such a man in 
discussion on any subject, and as a natural result 
he came out behind.” l 
— — 

Mrs. R. B. Ewing, of Buckley, Wash., died April 
20th. - She was one of the pioneers of Freethought 
as well as of civilization in the West—a noble 
woman in all the relations of life. The blow to her 
family is severe, and to the neighborhood as well. 
The farewell was conducted by ©. B. Reynolds, 
who was assisted by friends. Her grave is on the 
bank of White river, which was her home while 
living. Mrs. Ewing was known to the readers of 
Tae Terura SEEKER as a faithful friend of Liberty, 
and we of Tue TrurH SEEKER hav reason to remember 
her with tender gratitude for her assistance in de- 
pressing times. To the family and friends we 
extend sympathy sincere. 


World’s Fair Notes. 


All the papers on Sunday morning, May ‘th, 
announced that the gates of the World’s Fair would 
be closed tight; but notwithstanding this over 
sixty thousand people floated to the several en- 
trances, expecting to enter, and offering all the way 
from fifty cents to $10 for the privilege. Neither 
the poorest nor the richest could get in, nor any of 
the national commissioners nor foreign officials, 
nor members of Congress. It was not like the 
humbug at the Centennial, when thousands were 
admitted every Sunday. The gates were really 
closed, much to the disgust of “Sunday closers” 
them elves, who expected of course that they could 
enjoy the sights quietly, having “passes,” or the 
influences to obtain them, But passes were no good. 
One of the very first to apply to President Higin- 
botham for a pass was' a member of the national 
commission, who has been loudest and longest 
in favor of Sunday closing. This shows the de- 
testable hypocrisy. of the religious fakirs who have 
won a temporary triumph—a triumph that will 
cover them with disgrace. Undoubtedly four hun- 
dred thousand people would have visited the Fair 
last Sunday had the gates been thrown: open and 
the fact published in the papers. The sixty thou- 
sand who did go, found recreation in Buffalo Bill’s 
Wild West show, and the innumerable smaller 
shows good, bad, and indifferent, which throng the 
outskirts of the Fair ground. What a beautiful 
lesson Christianity teaches—thrusting people by 
the thousands from the Exposition. and joining 
hands with the, “barkers” and “cappers” and 
“fakes,” gambling houses and concert halls, for the 
celebration of an “American Sabbath.” The church 
must feel proud of its position to-day. 

‘If the Fair was closed on Sunday, the theaters 
were not, and in the evening the city was fairly 
ablaze with a hundred shows of all sorts of excel- 
lence and non-excellence, from the noblest of dra- 
matic exhibitions and grandest of symphonies to 
the ten-cent museum and five-cent jig. All the 
main streets were crowded with a fitful popula- 
tion, and the shop windows presented a mag- 
nificent spectacle. The churches don’t seem to 
be a rushlight in the midst of these vast dis- 
plays. They say that Chicago is a very bad city. 
I presume it is, but you wouldn’t know it was a bad 
city, if you mind your own business, and. wander up 
and down its splendid avenues of trade and pleas- 
ure. To the curious onlooker there is no vice, no 
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crime, no wickedness perceptible in these big, 
rollicking, happy-go-lucky masses that meet you at 
every turn beneath the ten thousand lamps that 
make you feel that you are in some mighty palace 
where everybody is acquainted and everybody is at 
home. It is orderly as in a country village where 
only the candle burns and the rushes give warmth. 
Vice and crime are not obtrusive in Chicago any 
more than in other places. If you want bad things 
you must hunt for them, and then you will find 
plenty. So also you will find splendid, noble things. 
It depends upon the way you look. ; 
Chicago is a great and wonderful city, and in all 
the world’s history I do not think there will be 
anything more great or wonderful than this city. 
Stand upon the top of Masonic building, twenty-one 
stories high, as I did, on Sunday last, and you are 
simply overwhelmed with astonishment. Masses of 
buildings huger than the temples of Baalbec are 
around you for miles. You cannot see the end. 
You look down on structures twelve stories in 
hight, and they appear small.. A hundred railroads 
can be seen. Locomotives spın along with ten 
thousand cars. Innumerable factories roll their 
clouds of smoke to the sky. Vast hotels, cities in 
themselves, with two and three thousand people, 
seem like hives as you tower above them. The 
great lake spreads away, its shining horizon con- 
trasting with the smoky purlieus of the metropolis, 
the black stacks of steamers shadowing the white 
sail. Here is poetry for you if one could write it 
out, as melodious and splendid as any that ever 
made music and glory on man’s path. This sur- 
passes all the gods, and outshines all the divinities. 
There is nothing likeit in Homer’s verse, or Dante’s 
“unfathomable song,” and yet we are getting so 
used to it that it is quite commonplace. The 
World’s Fair is matter of fact now, and we don’t 
realize the wonder that is in it. I met Joan and 
Darc the other day, a rustic couple, just from their 
country home, old-fashioned and simple and per- 
fectly amazed at the things they looked upon. I 
envied them, dear, happy souls, in homespun, 
richer than any king, for this was to them a fairy- 
land, an actual. wonder “fresh as the morn and 
brilliant as its star.” Nothing was commonplace 
to them. There wasn’t a “chestnut” in the whole 
Exhibition. Everything was brand-new, and mar- 
velous and magnificent as if they had just been 
born. They had never traveled. They didn’t know 
anything, and they were immensely happy—a 
royal couple indeed. Every moment to them was 
“jeweled with joy.” When I stood upon the tower 
of the Transportation Building the other day and 
the whole White City shone before me in its superb 
variety, with its wondrous architecture, conscious in 
itself almost of the glory it expressed, seeming to 
be living thought, as well as glowing forms, a hun- 
dred flags glancing in the sun, and the lake glisten- 
ing like a diamond, how I wished I was a boy again, 
just from the granite hills, having never seen any- 
thing but the fields and woods and the humble 
home, looking upon this magnificent spectacle with 
unaccustomed eyes, then indeed should I realize 
its abounding beauty—its overflowing grandeur. 
But I have been flying away from the main path. 
How could I help it when there are so many things 
to talk about—when the air is full of commotion? 
However, we will now take the ordered journey. 


THE MIDWAY PLAISANCE. 


This avenue is one mile long and six hundred 
feet wide. To see this first we must enter Jackson 
park at the western entrance on Cottage Grove 
avenue. The Plaisance is not a part proper of the 
Fair, but might be called a mile-long entrance to 
the Fair—a varied, picturesque, and curious en- 
trance, with all sorts of things to entertain the 
lingering traveler. Representations of ancient and 
modern life mingle in the checkered scene. The 
mountain has come to Mohammed. All the world 
has come to Chicago to show off its peculiarities. 
It is almost equal to a trip around the globe to 
saunter through this variegated promenade. It. 
was a happy thought to place this annex to the 
main Fair. There are about forty different side- 
shows on the Plaisance, most of them of an unusual 
and attractive kind, to which an entrance fee is 
charged. It will cost about $10, I think, to take 
in all these shows. The entrance fee to the Plais- 
ance will give admission to all the grounds of the 
World’s Fair. These shows would be incongruous 
as a part of the main Exposition. They are mainly 
private affairs, and quite a sum is paid for the 
privilege of exhibition. They are interesting, and 
one can pay his money and take his choice; or he 
need not go into any side-show, but pursue his way 
through the Plaisance, casting an outside look on 
the various exhibits and pass into the main Fair in 
the rear of the Women’s Building. Whether one 
goes to a sideshow or not he must not fail to 
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meander through the Plaisance, as this will cost | 
nothing extra. > 

_ Perhaps the best way will be to go up one side 
of the Plaisance and down the other and this will 
give a good idea of this miniature cosmopolis. We 
first strike the camping grounds of Uncle Sam’s 
soldiers, then we pass the Hungarian Orpheum. 
This is a dance-hall, theater, and café combined. 
Then appears the Lapland village, with a tower in 
the center. Over the entrance is a painting repre- 
senting a scene in Lapland. Inside are the huts, 
natives, animals, sledges, etc. . 

The Dahomey village is the village of the Amazons. 
These are the famous fighting women. I intend to 
have a good look at them. They are not quite 
ready yet to exhibit. 

Beyond this is the Austrian village. 
thirty-six buildings here. They present a quaint 
and venerable appearance. After this is a police 
station and fire department; then a French cider 
press. Cider is made and sold here in French 
style. The Vienna café follows this—one of the 
most elegant structures on the ground. 

St. Peter’s at Rome now confronts us—an exact 
reproduction to the most minute detail of this great 
edifice itself. It is constructed on ‘a scale one- 
sixteenth that of the original. It contains rare 
portraits of several of the popes. The persons in 
attendance wear Vatican Guard uniforms. I don’t 
expect to make much out of this show. 

The Ferris wheel is bigger than any pope—a big, 
enormous wheel, 250 feet in diameter. Thirty-six 
cars are attached to it, and sixty persons can ride 
in a car. The 56-ton axle is the largest piece 
of steel ever forged. Three thousand incandescent 
lights will be used. It takes twenty minutes for a 
passenger to revolve, during which time he will be 
taken 264 feet into mid-air, and will see many won- 
derful sights as he goes up and down. The White 
City, the lake, and Chica»o will be spread out before 
him like a panorama. In the shadow of this great 
wheel is a model of Eiffel tower, and then are the 
Persian bazars and booths, with laces, rugs, etc. 
The Moorish palace is a brilliant structure, with 
labyrinth palm garden and wax figures. The 
Turkish village and mesque are centers of attrac- 
tion. No one is allowed in the mosque. We can 
only peep in. The old priest is there at the altar, 
solemn and dirty-looking. Stevens swears that he 
heard him humming “Boom-de-ay” as we looked 
in. I shouldn’t wonder. Beside the mosque is the 
Turkish theater. The dancing is good. Of dramatic 
art there is none. The music is a kind of jingle. 
The girls are rather pretty—the men ugly-looking. 
The dress is fantastic. The show lasts an hour, 
and costs fifty cents. There is an old battle tent, 
worth $5,000,000; the silver bedstead of the sul- 
tan’s daughter, worth $450,000. There will be 
here sixty horses from the sultan’s stable, and 400 
Bedouins, with camels and dromedaries. Mr. and 
Mrs. Stevens and myself take a “Flying Trip to the 
East” at a cost of twenty-five cents. This consists 
of a view of photographs, which cannot be obtained 
elsewhere. 

We can now take a look at the Bernese Alps, in 
which Mt. Blanc, as usual, “takes the cake”— 
frosted cake—and makes a grand display. This is 
worth fifty cents, if you can spare it. 

Then comes the natatorium, etc., and Hagen- 
beck's ‘animal show. The pavilion is 200x300 feet, 
cost $125,000, and 1,500 animals from Germany are 
in their quarters. The seating capacity is 15,000 
people. There are 200 monkeys and 1,000 parrots. 
Three of the lions are trained to ride horseback. 

` We now take in the Irish village, kiss the 
«blarney stone,” etc. New England puts in an ap- 
pearance with log cabin. Inside is the thrifty 
housewife, pork and beans, New England dinner, 
and such. Of course I don’t miss that. The Barre 
sliding railway carries you 120 miles an hour, and 
160 miles with high pressure. That will do for me. 

We haven’t seen half the shows, and I guess we 
have spent five dollars already. But come on, we 
must see the rest. The Diamond Match Company 
tells us how to make matches. The International 
Costume Company gives a display of real live 
“International beauties.” It is said that dresses in 
the latest style will be sent here every day from 
Paris. What a lovely time the ladies will have! 
The Workingman’s Home represents a red brick 
house of the Quaker City, wherein the laboring man 
of that city doth love to dwell. This is a “speci- 
men brick.” The Libby Glass Company gives a 
free show. Everything is manufactured inside, 
from common every-day glass goods to glass drap- 
eries, laces, dresses, neckties, and ornaments. Glass 
weaving is something wonderful. The glass-blower 
takes a glass cane, puts it in a powerful gas jet, 
which quickly melts it. At the proper consistency 
a thread is carried over the periphery of a wheel six 
feet in diameter, making 200 revolutions a minute. 


The wheel draws out the thread into fine silken 
strands, which encircle the wheel. When the wheel 
is covered with these bands—say 200—the bands 
are pulled off and stretched horizontally on long 
tables. Here they are cut into lengths for weav- 
ing. At the loom they are deftly woven with silk, 
one thread of silk to 200 threads of glass, and then 
the glass cloth is ready. It is so soft and delicate 
that beautiful garments are made from it—lamp 
shades, screens, pin-cushions, ete. 

The Japanese bazar presents an infinite variety 
from that far-off empire. Then comes the Dutch 
settlement, with exhibits from Fiji, Philippine and 
Solomon islands, from Samoa, Java, Borneo, New 
Zealand, and the Polynesian archipelago. The 
Japanese inclosure and buildings are made of bam- 
boo. Atheater of dancing girls—the Nautch—will 
be one of the shows of this village. 

The German village is constructed after medieval 
models. There are thirty-six different buildings. 
In the center is a castle—sixteenth century style— 
with moat and palisades.. The several farm-houses 
represent the different provinces of old Germany— 
the Alemanic, Westphalic, Mendic, and others. The 
village occupies 175,000 square feet. Two crack 
military bands are with it from the German army. 
There are two German restaurants, a concert gar- 
‘den, etc. 

The street in Cairo is perhaps the most versatile 
and interesting study in this unique assemblage. 
The street is lined with mosques, dance-halls, and 
shops filled with wares from Arabia and the Sou- 
dan. The dogs, the donkeys, the children, the 
fortune-tellers, and the veiled ladies are all there. 
You will have a veritable slice of Egypt for fifty 
cents, and a peep at the women's faces, if you are 
sharp enough. 

Algeria and Tunis also shew their attractions. 
Then comes the magnificent panorama of Kilanena, 
the volcano of the Sandwich islands, always in mo- 
tion, and presenting a series of lurid pictures. 

The Chinese village contains a theater, and there 


There are 


acting and the music are simply indescribable. 
Next comes the Captive Balloon. If one is not 
afraid, he can view the “dim spot called earth” at 
an altitude of 1,500 feet. Solomon’s Temple is 
near by, if one wants to worship. 
We are now $10 out of pocket and a whole day’s 
time; but we have seen what can be seen nowhere 
alse in the world on the same space of ground. 
We see real folks from all over the planet. We see 
their habits, their costumes, their styles, their 
houses, their industries, their means of conveyance, 
their amusements, their religion, their food, their 
drink. We are all foreigners here and we are all at 
home. It is a caravansary of nations. There 
never was such a camping-ground as this, and 
never did so many peoples mingle together in gay 
fellowship. It’s a big carnival all day long. 
It is about sunset when we leave the Midway 
Plaisance for the great Administration Building, 
whose dome this evening is to be lighted up for the 
first time with electric jets. It is 7 o’clock when 
we reach the end of the Manufactures and Liberal 
Arts Building and step forth to view the illuminated 
scene. I do not know how to express myself to 
convey an idea of the imposing spectacle. Right 
before us is the lagoon—a wide sheet of dazzling 
water. At one end is a fountain with massive 
marble figures. At the other end is the statue of 
the Republic. Across the lagoon is the Agricult- 
ural Building, one of the most magnificent pieces 
of architecture in the whole group. To our right 
is the Administration Building, its dome ablaze with 
sheets of splendor. Opposite the Administration 
Building, in rear of the colossal figure of the Re- 
public, is what is called the peristyle—a colonnade 
on the east side of the lagoon connecting the 
Casino and the Music Hall, between whose 
Corinthian columns is glimpsed the near lake and 
the distant sky. And this colonnade, or peristyle, 
is also beautifully illuminated. On the vast 
promenades around the lagoon are crowds of 
people thronging in and out of the immense halls. 
Gondoliers in bright colors bend to their long, 
sweeping oars, singing as they bend, and urging 
their curious craft over the glistening waters. 
Electric boats also speed along, and the lagoon 
is like a living picture of Venice. 
Chicago, Lil. Samuert P. Purnam. 


To the Freethinkers of the United States and 
Canada. 

The board of directors of the American Secular 
Union, at its last meeting, determined to hold its 
annual Congress in Chicago, on Friday, Saturday, 
and Sunday, the 6th, 7th, and 8th of October 
next. Also to invite the Canadian Secular Union to 
meet with us in joint convention at that time. It 
will be made the occasion of getting together Free- 


the Congress a grand success. 
assist financially, will please send their contribu- 
pene to Otto Wettstein, our treasurer, at Rochelle, 
they wish payment to be for general expenses, or 
for any special purpose, such as speakers, hall, rent, 
etc., and the money will be so applied. 


are 200 artists from the Flowery Kingdom. The 


thinkers from all parts of the world. We already 
hav assurances that Mr. Watts, the distinguished 
Freethought advocate of England, and others from 
that country, will be with us. 


We ask the co-operation of Freethinkers to make 
Those willing to 


Contributors will please state whether 


-In the mean time, until more permanent arrange- 


ments can be made, our friends are requested to 
call upon us at the office of Vice-president Dr. 
Joseph H. Greer, 127 La Salle st., where they will 
receive a warm and hearty welcome. 


C. B. WAITE, 
President Am. Sec. Union. 
Mrs. M. A. FREEMAN, 
24 Maplewood ave., 
Chicago, May 4, 1893. Corresponding Sec. 


Book Notes. 

In the bindery with Mr. Putnam’s ‘‘ Religion a Curse ” 
and the ‘‘Design Argument Fallacies” are new editions 
of the following pamphlets: Paine’s ‘‘Common Sense,” 
15 cents; Remsburg’s ‘‘Sabbath Breaking,” 25 cents; 
“ False Claims,” 10 cents; Washburn’s ‘‘ Was Jesus In- 
sane?” 10 cents. Delayed orders will therefore be filled 
soon. 


We hav left a few of the cartoons printed in Tus 
TRUTH SEEKER of March 25th, showing what Christianity 
has borrowed from the Pagans, which we can send (mak- 
ing a very generous count) for 10 cents a dozen; 75 cents 
a hundred. The picture is one of Heston’s best hits, and 
will do good in proportion to its cireulation. Send fora 
hundred, and scatter them around your neighborhood. 

We hav printed Paine’s ‘‘ Examination of the Prophe- 
cies ” by itself in a companion pamphlet to ‘‘ Common 
Sense.” In this cheap form it also isa good missionary 
document. The ‘‘fultillment of the prophecies” is one 
of the arguments depended upon by the Christians to 
establish the divinity of their ‘‘savior’s” mission. This 
examination proves how weak that dependence is. Liber- 
als should hav it handy for controversial purposes. Price 
15 cents. 


Mr. Putnam’s new book, ‘‘ Religion a Curse,” isin the 
bindery, and we hope to be able in a few days to fill the 
orders received. We also hope to receive a few thousand 
more orders. It is a work which, though small in 
volume, is great in the issues raised, and will command a 
great deal of attention. It will hav strong friends and 
strung enemies, but the truth of its charges will finally be 
acknowledged by all Rationalists, we think. The price 
is 25 cents, To do our part toward circulating it widely, 
we will send five copies for $1. 


The editorials on Design in the Universe, which re- 
cently appeared in Taz TRUTH SEEKER, hav been put into 
aneat pamphlet, and we will supply them for 15 cents 
each. It becomes us to be modest in writing about this . 
book, but it is hoped that it will help explain the devel- 
opment of material things to those who regard the De- 
sign argument as a stumbling-block to the full accept- 
ance of the evolution theory. We think it will be useful 
as a document for study by Christians, and hope our 
friends will scatter it widely. We will send four of them 
for 50 cents; nine for $1. 

A Christian notice of Dr, Hartmann’s ‘‘ Creation of 
God ” is this from the Omaha Bee- ‘*‘The Creation of 
God,’ by Dr. Jacob Hartmann, is one of the latest publi- 
cations called ‘truth seekers.’ Dr. Hartmann’s book 
contains much information as to geology and the forma- 
tion of the world, but will not be appreciated by those 
who bav a real desire to get at the truth in all that per- 
tains to the creation and future state of man on account 
of the extreme coarseness of his style of composition. 
The language is degrading, and, while the ideas may be 
very profound and might be accepted by many readers, 
the style will condemn the book at once. Physician, heal 
thyself, The Truth Seeker Company, Lafayette place, 
New York.” Which recalls the saying, when you hav a 
bad case abuse your opponent’s attorney. In this case 
the abuse is very, very far-fetched. 


The need of Mr. Remsburg’s forthcoming book con- 
cerning Abraham Lincoln’s religious belief for use when 
controversy is rife about it was emphasized last week by 
the receipt of the following letter : 
‘*RicuMonD, Va., May 18, 1893. 
« Gentlemen : Hav you in book form John Rems- 
burg’s ‘ Was Abraham Lincoln a Christian?’ as published 
in Tae TRUTH SEEKER some time ago? If not, will it be 
published in book form? I think it ought to be in every 
library, either Christian or Freethinker. 
‘Yours truly, E. H. BAKER. 
“P.S. Just now saw in Tue Trura SEEKER notice of 
the above being prepared for publication. Set me down 
for one at $1.” 
We shall be glad to receive orders for the book right 
along. It will be out in a month or two. Price, cloth, 
$1; paper, 50 cents. 
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Letters of Ririends. 


Prizes Thought Above Meat and Rai- 
ment. 
Leon, Kan,, Apr. 23, 1898. 
Mr. Evrror: My family could not well 
get along without your paper. It is more 
than meat and better raiment. May 
health, long life, and prosperity attend 
your noble efforts. J. BENNINGHOFF. 


Is Faithfal to Trath and Aidful to Trnth 
Seekers. 
RosesERG, Wasu., May 1, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: I heard a voice come from 
within, ‘‘Stay with the Truth and forget 
not the Seeker,” so here I pay that gold 
$5 in which we trust, for which you may 
giv me credit. I like Tar TRUTH SEEKER 
- and its righteousness, but S. P. Putnam 
on Religion went through my soul and 
clinched on the other side. 
Yours truly, H. P. ANDERSON. 


Suffocating Snnday. 
McComs Orry, Miss., Apr. 29, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: Find inclosed money for 
“ Old Testament Stories Comically Tlus- 
trated,” and other bookson herein-inclosed 
list. I liv, as you see, in church-cursed 
Mississippi. To go to church on Sunday 
and hear the old story of hell and heaven 
has become quite stale, and I seek of you 
something which may prove not only en- 
tertaining, but instructiv, with which to 
while away the long day called Sunday, 
made long by the almost suffocating relig- 
ious atmosphere which envelops our 
otherwise pleasant little town. 
Respectfully, Joun W. Borer. 


Seeds Sown by the Wayside. 
Aravarpa, ARIZ., Apr. 14, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed you will please 
find the sum of $5 for renewal of sub- 
scription to Tae TRUTH SEEKER one 
year, and Paine’s ‘‘Great Works Com- 
plete.” Instead of keeping Tue TRUTH 
` SEEKERS on file as I would like to do, I 
scatter them about, trusting that some of 
them may fall into the hands of some one 
who will become a subscriber, to your 
unique and grand paper. The picking up 
of a copy of Tae Truru Srvxer in a de- 
serted miner’s cabin was what caused me 
to become a subscriber. Therefore, trust- 
ing that some of the papers scattered by 
the wayside will fall into prolific hands, I 
remain, 
Yours for scattering the seeds of Lib. 
eralism, Gero. N. ADAMS. 


No, Ingersoll Had No Snch Disenssion. 


ASHLAND, ORE., Apr. 23, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: I inclose list of books 
wanted, and money I hope to be able to 
get more soon. I wish I had $100 to 
spend for books advertised in your paper. 
I think I would be happy for some time. 
I hav often tried to get subscribers for 
your paper; hav failed so far, but will 
keep on trying. 

Did Colonel Ingersoll ever hav a dis- 
cussion with a Rev. I. D. Driver, of 
Oregon? I was told that Colonel Inger- 


soll asked Rev. D. L. Moody some ques- 


tions he did not try to answer, but sent 
for I. D. Driver to come back East, and 
he and Colonel Ingersoll discussed them 
together, and Ingersdll and Infidelity 
both got such a blow that they never will 
be able to recover from it. I wish you 
would giv me the truth of the matter. 

Wishing you success, I am, 

Yours truly, Mrs A. Dr PEALL. 


The Prince of Drones and Bane of 
Nations. 
MARSHFIELD, ORE., Apr. 18, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find $5—$3 to 
pay for the best paper, certainly, that I hav 
ever had the pleasure of reading. The 
best because, if for no other reason, it ad- 
vocates justice and right, contrary to the 
usual customs of editors, who scorn to 
publish only to please prevailing opinions 
and those that hav the most money to pay 
for press notice. And those opinions are 
mostly promulgated by the Prince of All 
Drones and the Bane of All Nations, the 
preacher of the gospel, who talks only 
to mystify and deceive, that he may con- 
tinue in prominence in society and fill his 
capacious pockets with the shekels of his 
dupes. 


I would like the following books: ‘‘ Old 
Testament Stories Comically Illustrated ” 
in boards, and ten numbers of the 
‘‘ Modern Science Essayist,” commencing 
at 3 and going to 12. 

Wishing you unbounded 
remain, 

Yours for justice and right to all, 
W. A. GILMORE. 


success, I 


A Seed Sown in Mississippi 
MEADVILLE, Miss., Apr. 11, 1893. 

Mr. EDITOR: Your communication of 
the 8th of this month came to hand this 
evening telling me of the expiration of my 
time asa trial subscriber to Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER. I was well aware of the fact that 
my time was up on the Ist, and tried to 
be in time with my renewal subscription 
for a year more and took advantage of 
a premium offer in Tax TRUTH SEEKER to 
get your paper one year and a copy of 
Paine’s Complete Works for $5. I guess 
you will hav received my other letter 
containing $5 ere you get this. Suf- 
fice to say I am well pleased with your 
valuable paper, and am doing all I can for 
the cause of freedom by lending the jour- 
nal to every sensible man who will read it 
and return it back in good fix, I am the 
only subscriber to it that I know of in the 
country. I wish I was able to buy a few 
dollars’ worth of your TRUTH SEEKER 
tracts to distribute around in this and 
Amity county. I think it would be ‘‘as 
bread cast upon the waters to be gathered 
many days hence.” 

Respectfully your 
wisher, 


friend and well- 
J. E. Scorr. 


Who Will Be Next to Help in This 
Way? 
Souuruzr, NEB., May 5, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: I notice with much pleas- 
ure your offer to supply any newsdealer 
with two or three copies of Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER weekly and receive back all he 
does not sell. . 

I drew. my newsdealer’s attention to 
your proposition, and he has promised me 
that he will gladly order two or three 
extra copies from your agent at Omaha 
and will do his utmost to sell them. 

The male portion of this locality are 
very Liberal in their opinions in religious 
matters, and I believe that you hav struck 
the right idea to increase the sale of your 
paper and advance our ‘‘most excellent 
religion.” 

I was converted and turned from dark- 
est superstition about six years ago under 
the preaching of Mr. Charles Watts, and 
by reading “A Modern Zoroastrian,” by 
Mr. Samuel Laing, of England. I am 
pleased to say that I hav no regrets for leav- 
ing the dogmas of the Methodist church. 
On the contrary, my heart leaps with joy 
and my eyes slop over with gratitude to 
Watts and others who hav taught me the 
bright and happy way. 


I am the only subscriber here to Tue ' 


TRUTH SEEKER, and I need not tell you 
thatI gobble up most eagerly everything 
within its covers—that would not express 
the great pleasure and profit I gather 
from its pages. J. A. REID. 


Saving Money Does Not Take It Out of 
Circulation. 
PorTLAND, Kan., May 8, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: I wish to say a few words | 
in reply to Mr. Geo. Geer’s article on 
finance in THE TRUTH SEEKER of May 6th. 
Mr. Geer seems to be badly frightened ; 


in circulation. Thus is the only point Mr. 


Geer tries to make against L. G. Reed | 


demolished. For anyone with common 
sense can see that all the wage-earners Can 
save $10 a week for ten years and nat take 
$1 out of circulation. 

I am sorry for a man who is able to 
grasp but one idea at a time; who will de- 
clare there is no light because he is look- 
ing at a shadow. 

I highly prize Toe TRUTH SEEKRR, of 
which I am a regular reader. 

Yours forthe Truth, S. F. Davis. 


A Veteran Whom Christians Hav Passed 
Through Seven Furnaces. 
GLENNS FERRY, Ipa., Apr. 19, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: Let truth liv and triumph. 
The men who giv it tongue and wing 
must hav financial oil to lubricate. Here 
is $5. I wish it was $25. Radicals travel 
rough highways in biblical paganism. 


That is me. I hav had seventy-four years 
of unquiet. A little further on and all 
will be still. I want it not, but I fear it 


not. I accept with grace the common lot 
of man, the result of Nature’s laws, but 
it would be with deep disgust could I look 
upon it as caused by wisdom, goodness, 
and all the other attributes of almighty 
power centering in the Bible God. 

_ Radical thinkers hav sharp corners and 
many is the hammer that strikes them, 
but an industrious, investigating, cou- 
rageous, determined intellect resists the 
blows without injury and stands out a 
great and grand advocate of long-hidden 
truths. 

Tell our friends to be courageous and 
buckle on the whole armor, and at the 
word march! step out, not skulk out. 
We hav too many skulkers. But who can 
blame a coward? That is his make-up, 
Let us make them up better, and the way 
to do it is to take away faith and giv our 
disciples knowledge, scientific knowledge. 
I am a veteran, a fighting veteran, and 
when I cannot fight I will shake my fist, 
and when I cannot shake my fist I will make 
mouths. The opposition has passed me 
through seven furnaces well heated, but I 
am notconsumed. In my life I hav seen 
paganisin take down her colors many 
times. Slavery is gone, polygamy is gone, 
witchcraft is gone, kingcraft is gone. 
We hang a king for wrong as quickly asa 
common man. I could name many more 
of the churches’ dogmas legislated out of 
existence which their divine revelation 
contains. James STOUT. 


Providential Destruction of Christian 
Property. 
Yrstmanti1, Miow., Apr. 18, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find fifty cents, 
for which please send me ‘Wheeler’s 
“Hard Knocks at Christianity,” and also 
‘‘Orimes of Preachers,” and oblige. We 
hav been having a terrible cyclone in our 
little city and vicinity, wiping out build- 
ings and trees as though they were puff- 
balls. Iexpect the pulpits will all slop 
over to-day over the event. The Method- 
ists hav been holding protracted meetings 
for the last three weeks, having imported 


‘a ‘*pulpit poodle” and a mouth-organ, 
à la Sankey. The gospel racket closed 
| the evening the storm came. They were 
taking up a collection at the time. I was 
told they secured $200 for their three 
weeks’ services, intending to make it as 
much more. Nota single saloon or gam- 
, bling establishment received a scratch, 
| while business blocks and dwellings suf- 
' fered severely. A neighbor of mine said 


by the picture his imagination has | to me the next morning, ‘‘ Dickinson, I ex- 
created. He seems unable to grasp more ; pected to see your home entirely wiped 
than one idea at a time. He seez nothing | out, and you are not hurt. How is it?” 
but a terrible panic as a direct result if . I said, ‘They hav been giving me hell for 
wage-earners should save $1 a week. In | the last fifty years and they probably 
his groping blindness he only sees one way | thought I would not stand any more non- 


to save money; that is, hide it hoard it. 


up, take it out of circulation; and as a 
direct result he sees the financial center 
shake, crumble, and fall. Poor, foolish ` 
man, he forgets that all the money in cir- 
culation is the savings of some one, is 
owned by some one. Mr. Geer does ‘not 
claim that wage-earners would be un- ; 
able to save $1 a week, but brings his 
common sense to bear on the subject. His 
mighty mind can comprehend but one way , 
of saving and see but one result. My ` 
friend, theory is all right if it agrees with 
fact. But it happens that the momenta 
man gets a little money ahead he puts it 


sense at present.” He said, ‘‘The saloons 
are all right.” ‘‘Of course they are,” said 
, I; “that shows that the devil, who you 
' think did it, is true to his friends, He 
' will do to tie to.” A preacher’s house 
just a few rods below me was completely 
ruined, together with many others belong- 
:ing to Christians and church-members, 
‘their God not proving ‘‘a very present 
help in time of need.” I said to a neigh- 
bor, ‘‘ God must hav had a grand laugh 
as he looked down upon the ruin he had 
caused.” 
speak so about God. I said, ‘‘I am only 
quoting scripture, God says, ‘When your 


He wanted to know how I dare: 


destruction cometh as a whirlwind I will 
laugh at your calamity and mock at your 

fears.’ Isn’t that so, brother?” He had 

to admit it was, but that he had not 

looked upon it in that light. But the 

evangelists are gone and I do not appre- 

hend any more trouble of that nature 

unless they return, which God forbid. 

They claim that between three and four 

hundred hav been ‘‘born again.” Tf that ` 
is true, then T suppose we hav that many 

more babes for their coming—quite an 

addition, surely, for three weeks’ service. 

With best wishes, I remain, . 

Yours, ete., Jas. P. Dioxtnson. 


Pocket Argument for Disproof of the 
Existence of a God. 
Iraca, Mion , Apr. 24, 1893. 

Mr. Envrtor: I submit the following for 
the consideration of all such as believe in 
a creativ Intelligence: 

“ Infinit goodness would desire for hu- 
man kind the most perfect happiness. 
Infinit wisdom would know how to obtain 
that happiness, and infinit power would 
be able to carry out the dictates of wisdom 
and goodness. If causes exist which im- 
pede mankind in their progress toward 
happiness, they must exist either because 
God does not desire to remove them; in 
which case he is not infinitly good—that 
is, he is not God, or because God does not 
know how to remove them; in which case 
he is not all-wise—that is, he is not God, 
or because God is not able to remove 
them; in which case he is not omnipotent 
—that is; he is not God.” 

The above is an excerpt from the writ- 
ings of the late Mr. Bradlaugh, which I 
clipped from the ‘‘Gems of Thought” 
column in THe TRUTH SEEKER a dozen or 
more years ago. 

During all these years nota single per- | 
son has even attempted a reply, though 
scores of them hav read it, studied and 
pondered over it, and many received 
copies, promising that they would giy me 
a reply, but they all failed to come to 
time, as I knew they would for the very 
good reason that the logic of those few 
terse sentences is unanswerable. Here,in ` 
asingle paragraph, Mr. Bradlaugh clearly 
demonstrates that the idea of a creativ In- 
telligence, on which volume after volume 
has been written to bolster up the idea, is 
simply an utter logical absurdity. Per- 
haps Mr. Anderson would like to take a 
turn at cracking this rather hard nut with 
his little hammer? 

The gist of the above has been presented 
by other writers, but perhaps never in so 
neat and concise a form, where the whole 
force of the argument is at once so appar- 
ent and clear to the mind. 

How a candid thinking man in the light 
of all the facts recently discovered by 
science can cling to the barbarous belief 
in a God possessing the attributes of 
infinit goodness, infinit wisdom, and 
infinit power, in view of all the sorrow, 
misery, and suffering abounding every- 
where, is beyond conception, except on 
the ground that this belief is hereditary. 
There is no longer a vestige of ground 
left on which to build a hope or belief in 
this fabulous, useless God of the Bible. 

_ J, QUIWITS. 


Graphic Pen-Pictnre of the Great Free- 
thonght Issne. 
Houston, Tex., Apr. 23, 1893. 

Mr. Enprror: I inclose a few of my ideas 
regarding the great worth of your TRUTH 
SEEKER, backed up by my financial opin- 
ion for two years’ subscription. I wish I 
was financially able to subscribe for a copy 
for every family of faith-bound religionists 
in the world, as it is a scale-remover for 
the eyes of the deluded and blind .dev- 
otees of superstition who hav been so 
unfortunate as to be raised in the priest- 
craft darkness of ignorance. I was one of 
those unfortunates, and I giv thanks to 
the light of truth that dawned upon my 
mind ‘‘before it was everlastingly too 
late,” and liberated me from such dungeon, 
into which inheritance and education had 
placed me. As ‘‘ charity covers a multi- 
tude of sins,” and makes rich the soul of 
the charitable, I am trying to cultivate 
such a spirit, for I find in the garden of 
my experience many obnoxious weeds 
planted by honest hands—but which are 
being displaced by the noble Freethought 
and truth-loving seekers of the world, 


not only in our much-loved United States 
but. wherever education and science hay 
gained a foothold. 

Where should charity end? or, like a 
ring, should it hay no end? 

Charity is but the outcome of natural 
causes, and is but the web woven in the 
loom of our experience, wherein the warp 
of our inherited nature is interwoven 
with the woof of our education into one 
great fabric of results from which are cut 
and fashioned the beings we are. 

Charity and toleration should be the 
greatest factors of mankind, for from 
such comes the supremacy of man over 
the lower orders of his beastly nature. 
Yet, uncharitable, intolerant, and more 
like beasts, we call ourselvs the ‘‘ children 
of God” and claim the right to slaughter 
and kill everything of a living nature that 
is destitute of power to protect itself. 
Allow me to ask, who givs us such right? 
Why should we fatten the innocent lamb 
for slaughter? The ‘‘survival of the 
fittest ” can be the only answer. Isit not 
probable that the flesh of man is as 
palatable as other flesh? Then why con- 
demn the cannibal for feasting from off 
the juicy flesh of his foe taken in battle, 
when he can claim the same right to 
prey upon the weaker as ourselvs? Cer- 
tainly the life of one animal is as dear to 
itself as that of another. 

When I read of the terrible persecutions 
of olden times, where the lives of men 
were sacrificed by millions to appease the 
ignorant, uncharitable devotees of the 
supposed gods, I can but shudder at the 
inhuman manner in which the stronger 
preyed upon the weaker; and yet I realize 
that the effect was but the termination 
of causes over which they had no control. 
We are still in the same inhumen (imper- 
fect humanity) business, but of a less 
terrible nature. Thou humanitarian ed- 
itors of all classes, let your light shine! 
Even though the prison walls shall threaten 
you and the Lord’s ecclesiasts call you 
Infidels, yet press forward and enlighten 
‘the world, for Infidelity and unbelief hav 
been the only ladder by which the higher 
atmosphere of development has been 
reached, and only for such we would to- 
day be drinking the dregs of bitter igno- 
rance and inhaling the odors of heretical 
flesh. A. D. Swan. 


A Pleasant-Writing Catholic Converted. 
Los ANGELES, CAL., Apr. 25, 1893. 

- Mr. Eprror: Jasper is right. ‘‘ The 
world do move,” or at least some of the 
creatures on the world move, and I rejoice 
to say that I am one of them. 

During the presidential campaign last 
year I was in San Diego, and being some- 
what shaky in my politices I went to hear 
an address by Mr. Geo. T. Bruce, who 
was advertised as a political cyclone. The 
address was by unanimous consent the 
ablest and most eloquent speech delivered 
in San Diego during that exciting canvass, 
and of course when I had an opportunity to 
hear this fiery and witty orator again, I 
availed myself of it. This time his subject 
was not politics but religion. Having 
been brought up a strict Catholic, I had 
up to this time never heard an out-and-out 
Infidel speech, though I had read some 
of Ingersoll’s sayings in the secular pa- 
pers. While I was charmed with the 
musical sentences of the speaker, and 
- laughed till I cried at his splendid wit, 
I writhed in my seat like a worm on a hot 
griddle as he exposed with keen and 
cutting sarcasm the shams and frauds of 
what to me was sacred. I went home mad, 
but I could not deny the truth of his 
statement that priests and kings hav 
always heen united in grinding the people 
down, to keep them in subjection. So 
plainly did he show the present and past 
attitude of the church on the labor ques- 
tion, that after I got over my mad spell, I 
metaphorically kicked myself for being 
so stupid as not to see it without having 
it pointed out to me; and I suspect that 
there is yet religion enough left in me to 
actually kick the ignorant class of toilers 
to which I belong, if I had the power, be- 
cause they are as stupid as I was. 

I buy Taz Truro SEEKER every week, 
and hav bought a few pamphlets. I ex- 
pect soon to send to you for some reading 
matter that I hav not been able to find for 
sale here. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, MAY 20, 1898. 
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I recently had a talk with the late 
guardian of my soul, and to say that he 
feels bad over my apostasy is putting it 
very mild. He denies that the Catholic 
church as a church ever persecuted. He 
admits that individual Catholics hav been 
guilty of merciless atrocities, but claims 
that the church as an institution is no 
more responsible than is the Republican 
party responsiblefor the murder of Gar- 
field because Guiteau, a Republican, did 
the deed. I am satisfied that he is mis- 
taken, but I am not yet sufficiently posted 
to refute it, and I ask you to do it through 
the columns of your invaluable paper. If 
you will do so, I am sure you will perform 
a great service to many who like myself 
hav just got their heads out of the ruts 
of superstition. Please giv your au- 
thorities,. so that I can confront the holy 
man with them. As my wife objects very 
much to my *“‘ honorable” name being st- 
tached to this impious letter, and as she 
has promised to attend the next Infidel 
lecture that takes place, I hav, Adam-like, 
caved in, and in closing I will only say, 
no woman suffrage for me until women 
hav sense enough to throw priestcraft 
overboard, P. F. 

[The proofs that you ask are very useful 
to the Freethought propaganda, and will 
be furnished as soonas our crowded edito- 
rial page offers a vacancy—say within six 
weeks.—Ep. T. S.] | 


Religion Is ‘fa Disease,?? and Indus- 
trial Reform the Cure. 

OvsteR Bay, L. I., N. Y., May 8, 298. 

Mr. Eprror: Mr. Samuel P. Putnam 
says that religion is a disease, an un- 
natural appendage to man; he contends 
that the healthy man is not religious. If 
we accept the word religion in its narrow- 
est sense, a8 commonly understood by 
people who claim to be religious—if re- 
ligion be confined to a belief in God and 
immortality—then I agree with Mr. Put- 
nam that religion is, or ought to be, 
doomed and has no raison d'etre to exist 
in a society composed of healthy individu- 
als. It may gratify Mr. Putnam to know 
that Heinrich Heine took the same view 
of the matter. The trouble is, he said, 
that we are all of us sick, and our first 
duty is to become healthy. But the ques- 
tion is, How to cure humanity of a disease 
which Mr. Putnam declares to be as deep 
as hell? It is well enough to point out the 
nature of the disease, but it will not fade 
away unless we can find an efficient 
remedy for it. But is the remedy for the 
diseased brain of humanity within our 
reach? How long will it take to lighten 
the suffering of the patient? When we 
take into consideration the sufferings of 
man, when we remember that our poor 
humanity is loaded with heavy burdens, 
when we take into account that even to- 
day the majority of the human race hav to 
struggle and toil for their daily bread and 
are thankfulif they are so fortunate as not 
to starve to death, is there any wonder 
that in the human brain disease is the 
rule and health the exception? Can we 
expect other results in a world filled with 
a few millionaires and millions of paupers? 
In Heine’s account of the progress of 
philosophy in Germany we read the fol- 
lowing: ‘‘I say it definitly, our descend- 
ants will be more beautiful and happier 
than we are. For I believe in progress, I 
believe that man was meant to be happy, 
and I hav a higher opinion of divinity 
than those pious people who think it only 
created humanity to make it suffer. I 
would beforehand, by the blessings of free 
political and industrial institutions, estab- 
lish that happiness which, according to 
the religious, will be first found in heaven 
on the day of judgment. True, the one 
may be as great a folly or as idle a hope 
as the other, and perhaps there will be no 
resurrection of humanity either in the 
politico-moral or in the apostolic-Catholic 
sense. Humanity is perhaps meant for 
everlasting misery; races are perhaps to 
be damned forever, trampled on by 
despots, bought and sold by their accom- 
plices, and mocked by their lackeys. Ah! 
if this be so, we must strive to uphold 
Christianity, even if we believe it to be 
an error. Uphold it we must; one must 
go in the monkish cowl and barefoot over 
Europe and preach the nothingness of all 
earthly goodsor goodness, and asceticism, 


and hold before flagellated and mocked 
men the consoling crucifix, and promis 
them—after death—all the seven heavens 
up there on high.”’ 3 : 

Such was the opinion of a great poet and 
thinker expressed sixty years since, and it 
seems to me that after a lapse of so many 
years these words hav not lost their sig- 
nificance yet. I agree with Heine that if 
humanity is doomed to everlasting misery, 
we hay no right to deprive it of its hope to 
enjoy happiness in another world. If the 
masses are doomed to reign poor and 
oppressed; if the realm of justice and 
happiness is only a dream never to be- 
come a reality; if toil and drudgery and 
suffering are to remain forever the lot of 
the majority of men, will it profit them to 
know that God and immortality are only 
fancies living in the diseased imagination 
of man? Why not let them cherish their 
delusion, if it causes a ray of light to 
penetrate through the darkness of their 
lives? In what direction then must our 
efforts lie? Js it not in radically changing 
the social and economical conditions? Let 
us all do all we can to resurrect humanity; 
let us banish industrial slavery from the 
world and establish in its place justice and 
freedom; let us make the earth a paradise; 
let us see that every man finds real happi- 
ness in life—then, but not until then, the 
brain of man will become healthy, and 
God, immortality, and other theological 
inventions, will be thrown away as useless 
crutches. God will retire then, and man 
will take his place; personal immortality 
will vanish, but the deeds of a happy race 
will remain immortal. 

Cyrus W. Coonripen. 


Christians Hay to Overcome Their 
Aversion to Truth Gradually. 
Loumspervinwet, Pa., Apr. 7, 1893. 

Mr. Epitor: I hav read with much in- 
terest the several essays by S. P. Putnam 
on the subject, ‘‘Religion a Curse, 
Religion a Disease, Religion a Lie.” I 
regret most sincerely the selection of such 
a title. It seems but fitted to ironclad 
Agnostics who need no conversion to the 
many truths therein contained, while at 
the same time it will surely repel those 
who are slowly breaking away from the old 
superstition. Even after men feel certain 
that their previous convictions are false 
and untenable they cannot permit them- 
selvs to be forced or driven by pioneers 
so enthusiastic, working so zealously un- 
der high pressure and who utterly neg- 
lect to ‘‘ temper their winds to the shorn 
lambs ” that are seeking shelter from false 
religious teachings. 

I fear that many subscribers of your 
paper will decline to circulate the numbers 
containing said essays to those neighbors 
to whom they hav from time to time been 
distributing them with the earnest hope 
of enlightening them as to the beliefs, or 
rather the rational disbeliefs, of modern 
Agnostics. 

P make no objection to the language 
used or the arguments advanced, as I fully 
agree with the writer, but it is to the title 
he has selected, which will repel if not 
disgust the reader by its harshness and 
needless severity. ‘‘ Religion a Mistake, 
Religion a Failure, Religion a Supersti- 
tion,” would hay been less objectionable 
and more in harmouy with the feelings 
and wishes of those who are waiting to be 
led from ancient darkness to modern en- 
lightenment. I fear Mr. Putnam’s forth- 
coming book with its present title will fail 
to reach readers who would be most bene- 
fited by it. Watson KENDERDINE. 


Philosophy on Many Matters. 
CLEVELAND, O., Apr. 26, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: Iam pastseventy years old, 


‘and when I can get work I receive eighteen 


cents per hour. It takes all I can accumu- 
late to keep the wolf from entering my 
little home, as I hav none of the filthy 
lucre, which professed Christians pretend 
to detest and despise, laid by for old age. 
I must husband all my accumulations to 
keep us above thé sod. Financially I hav 
been pulverized between the upper and 
nether millstones. The upper is monop- 
olies that hav become insane for the 
almighty dollar, the nether is the Chris- 
tian worshipers of the three-headed Gods, 
By their pernicious laws they hav taken 
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the lion’s share from me of what I hav 
produced. And Iam not in a worse con- 
dition than millions of people in the home 
of Jefferson, Paine, and Ethan Allen. 
We need not expect to hav a change of 
the present conditions of things in this 
country until those that produce the 
wealth begin to stir up their sluggish 
brains and think of the cause of their 
degradation, by becoming educated. Then 
they will find out the cause that has 
squeezed the life-blood out of the produc- 
ers of wealth. Then they will abolish all 
of the Gods of the universe, and abandon 
their future home in the ethereal blue. 
They will find out that they are too ex- 
pensiv to tolerate, for the amount of rec- 
ompense they receive in return for being 
taxed to support the Christian churchesand 
their schools, and venerate and keep holy 
their sacred Sunday, and for police, 
constables, sheriffs, marshals, and judges, 
with Gatling guns, cannons, mortars, 
muskets, rifles, bayonets, swords, the 
armies and navies, for the protection of 
the law-made aristocracies of wealth, so 
as to recruit and conscript the toilers to 
man the navies and fill the ranks of the 
armies. They are in a worse condition 
than chattel slaves, and if the plutocrats 
command them to kill their brothers 
and fathers they must obey. They are 
used by the aristocracy of wealth to in- 
timidate, coerce, and subdue the bull- 
headed labor organizations, to keep them 
in subjection to obey those pernicious 
and destructiv laws which the aristocrats 
hav bought and paid for from our public 
servants, who were chosen by the majority 
of the people to represent the interest of 
the masses. But our public servants by 
their avariciousness and treachery hav 
robbed the people of their natural birth- 
right. And it has caused the retrogression 
of the working people that make the 
wealth. These plutocrats purchased the 
people’s representativs, to pass these 
wicked laws, so they could tax the pro- 
ducers and consumers that they might 
hay the power to accumulate the products 
of the producer into their drag-nets, and 
pile up millions in their coffers, that are 
of no benefit to themselvs and are an in- 
jury and acurse to the masses, and untold 
misery to those who labored and earned 
this wealth. But it will be along time be- 
fore evolution evolves a higher type 
of man than the undeveloped human 
species that now exist, that possess so 
much of the carnivorous disposition of the 
tiger, and the characteristics of chattering 
and cunning of the monkeys, making them 
hyenas in human form that prey upon and 
devour each other. This condition will 
continue as long as this avaricious dis- 
position exists in men. The strong and 
brainy will rob and take by force the 
natural rights of their weaker brothers. 
How long must it be before the almighty 
giant Labor will not be muzzled like the 
ox who is robbed of the right to graze 
upon the land—who is compelled to plow 
it, and garner and thrash the grain, and 
then only receive for compensation the 
straw? But, friend Macdonald, there will 
come a change in the course of time, 
though you and I will not enjoy it. Time 
will force the betterment and improvement 
of the human species. And it will not be 
brought about by the religious teachings 
and veneration of the Gods, or Commu- 
nism, Socialism, Nihilism, or Anarchism. 
But it must come through growth and 
evolution of this world. When this frisky 
planet gets out of her swaddling-clothes 
and her furious temper has subsided and 
her internal heat becomes exhausted 
sufficiently not to burst forth and spew 
her eruptions from the mouths of volca- 
noes, then earthquakes and cyclones will 
in a measure cease to exist, and then will 
come the time that evolution will evolve a 
type of mankind who will make it their 
study to cultivate and propagate so as to 
develop a better specimen of the human 
species, as we hav learned to cultivate 
the vegetable and floral kingdom. But 
how many hundreds of thousands of years 
it will require for this earth to develop a 
condition that can bring forth out of the 
chaotic mass of undeveloped human be- 
ings that now exist upon this planet a good 
harmonious type of men and women ‘that 
wili not devour each other, is a problem 


that cannot be solved by mankind of this 
period. James M. Wier, 
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@hildren’s Gorner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wrxon, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communica- 
tions for this Corner should be sent. 


" Between the dark and the daylight, 
d When the night k beginning to lower, 
ause in the day’s occupations 
‘That is known as the Children’s Hour.” 


When a Body’s Doon. 


It’s unco kittle wark tae fen’ 
When & body’s doon. 

Ye canna barrow—canna len’— 

Ye needna ask a neebor hen— 

They dinna want yer name tae ben 
When ye happen doon. 

Ilk funny joke fa’s died and flat, 
When a body’s doon. 

When ye can treat wi’ dinners fat, 

Then ony ane will touch his hat; 

There isna muckle mair o’ that 
When a body’s doon. 


Hoo sune ye notice on the street 
When a body’s doon! 

Wha used tae smile whin ye wad meet, 

Noo pass ye like a daud o’ peat— 

It’s best, they think, tae be discreet, 
When a body’s doon. 

Ye gang tae kirk—nane becks or boos, 
When a body’s doon— 

They dinna scramble owre the pews, 

A cushioned seat for ye tae choose— 


Losh! a’ the toon sune kens the news, 
When a body’s doon. 


The coat, of course, is no sae fine, 
When a body’s doon— 

Yer no sae dainty when ye dine, 

An’ mony things ye maun resign; 

But, Fate be thanked! The sun will shine 
Though a body’s doon! 


If sae the heart be stout an’ true, 
Though a body’s doon, 
The hardest win’ that ever blew 
Ne’er chills an honest conscience through, 
An’ Fate aye hauds the richt in view, 
Even when they're doon. 


Rochester, N. Y. WILLIAM LYLE. 
— 


The Origin of the Farth. 


[We take pleasure in publishing the 
creditable essay below by one of our boys 
of the Corner. He has gleaned his 
knowledge of ‘‘ World Making” from the 
columns of Tue TRUTH SEEKER and 
Twentieth Century. How much better to 
turn the attention to the study of true 
science than to follow the silly va: aries 
of an ignorant past. As we hav said often, 
we are proud of the bright young people 
of the Children’s Corner. They are to 
take up the work that our hands must 
. by and by lay down, and it goes without 
saying that they will pursue it with ear- 
nestness, Wisdom, and enthusiasm. We 
never close our eyes to sleep that we do 
not first breathe a blessing on our good 
boys and good girls all over the continent, 
and some in other lands, whose letters and 
communications hav made the Corner a 
pleasant and attractiv part of Tarn TRUTH 
SEEKER. —Ep. C. C.J 

The universe or system in which our 
earth belongs is composed of a sun and 
. geven planets. Several of the planets, in- 
cluding our own world, possess moons or 
satellites, which revolve around them, 
the planets in turn revolving about the 
sun. All of these revolutions take place 
with the regularity of clockwork, and 
ever since the earliest recorded observa- 
tions of man there has been no deviation 
in the motions of the great machine. 

«How did this great system come into 
existence?” is one of the greatest questions 
with which human intelligence has ever 
grappled. The Christians, who are gener- 
ally opposed to thinking on any subject 
which requires a vigorous exercise of the 
brain, dismiss the question at once by 
asserting that ‘‘God made it.” When 
asked who made God, they either say they 
« don’t know,” or that he ‘‘always ex- 
isted ” and needed no creator. They will 
not admit the possibility of the eternal ex- 
istence of our universe, or the matter of 
which it is composed, however, and insist 
upon worshiping an imaginary manufact- 
urer of the world. ` 

Now, I want to giv the Cornerites my 
theory regarding the origin of the uni- 
verse without the assistance of a brutal, 
heathen god, such as the Jewish Jehovah 
is described to be in the so-called ‘‘ holy 
scriptures.” 

Our universe is one among millions of 
similar systems, some of which are larger 
and some smaller than ours. What we 
call the ‘‘fixed” stars are the central 
suns of other systems. Boundless space 
is occupied by these systems, and there 
are probably more suns and planets in 


a 


ethereal space than there are atoms in the 


In my next letter I shall endeavor to 


earth. All suns and planets are composed | explain ‘‘The Origin of Man.” 


of the same kinds of substance, which, for 
the sake of convenience, are collectivly 
called ‘‘matter.” Matter has always ex- 
isted in one form or another. The ether 
which fills the space between suns and 
planets, is reallya form of matter, and I 
believe matter is simply solidified ether. 
Matter, as we know it, consists of atoms 
and molecules. An atom is about one- 
fifty millionth of aninchin diameter. A 
molecule is simply a cluster of atoms, 
probably comprising a hundred or a thou- 
sand of them, which are held together by 
magnetic attraction. An atom is the small- 
est division of matter. A molecule is the 
smallest combination of atoms or ‘‘ struct- 
ure.” Itis the nature of atoms, whether 
existing alone in space or forming the 
components of a molecule, to be in con- 
stant motion, This truth is proved by the 
fact that everything is perishable—every- 
thing finally disintegrates, dissolves, or 
decays, and changes its mode of existence. 
A diamond or gold coin may exist a mill- 
ion years, but ,it will yield to that inevi- 
table law of dissolution which decrees 
that the atoms of which it is composed 
must finally separate and seek new alli- 
ances or partnerships with other atoms. 

Many million years ago onr sun and 
planets were one vast fiery mass of matter, 
which is called ‘‘nebula.” Billions and 
trillions of atoms whirled hither and 
thither, and the violent friction produced 
by contacts which constantly occurred 
caused much heat. The heat caused many 
atoms to unite themselvs together into 
molecules. In the various motions pur- 
sued by the molecules, they finally as- 
sumed a ‘‘vortex’”’ or whirlwind motion. 
This form of motion had a tendency to 
throw the matter toward the center of the 
whirling mass, where the molecules cooled 
somewhat and stuck together. Thus a 
nucleus or ‘‘core” was formed, which 
was in a violent state of revolution. More 
of the gaseous nebulze was added to the 
nucleus as time went on, until finally 
nearly all of the atoms and molecules had 
united themselvs to the vast whirling 
globe, which was still in a molten condi- 
tion and much hotter than the greatest 
heat we can now produce. 

As the great ball of liquid fire revolved, 
gigantic rings of gaseous matter would 
form at its equator, which projected out 
millions of miles. These rings became 
somewhat cooler than the sun itself and 
began to harden. As they solidified they 
contracted and broke into sections. This 
caused them to become separated from 
the sun, and as they were revolving very 
rapidly, they were thrown far out into 
space—the distance which they traveled 
depending on their size and the direction 
which they chanced to take. Some of 
these fragments were thrown completely 


‘out of range of the sun and were attracted 


offinto the realms of other suns, with which 
they either amalgamated or proceeded 
to circle around them. Other fragments 
of rings traveled through space until the 
attraction of the sun from which they were 
thrown exactly equaled the gravitativ 
stress of the other suns farther ahead, 
when they ceased to move in a horizontal 
direction, and the force with which they 
had been propelled, combined with their 
revolving movement, caused them to pro- 
ceed in a circular orbit around our sun. 
As soon as a fragment of ring was thrown 
out from the sun it assumed a globular 
form and threw off other rings, which de- 
veloped into moons; the matter composing 
these primitiv planets was sill in a 
molten condition but little cooler than the 
sun itself. 

One of these flying fragments was the 
earth on which we liv. After floating 
around the sun for ages, the earth ceased 
to cast off ringsas it got cooler, and gradu- 
ally a crust began to form over its surface. 
This crust, or shell, has increased slowly 
in thickness until the present time. It is 
now only a little more than twenty miles 
thick, and the interior of the planet is still 
in a fiery or incandescent condition. 
Some of the gases enveloping the slowly 
cooling orb condensed into water, and 
others into atmosphere; and when the 
heat abated sufficiently to permit it, vege- 
tation was developed and began its work 
of covering the land. 


ALVIN J. TANNER. 
Kansas Oity, Kan., May 1, E.m. 298. 


—— 


Legend.—Continued. 


“What a pity,” said Jane, ‘‘that the 
iconoclast was allowed to destroy the ex- 
quisit works of art of ancient times be- 
cause they interfered in some way With his 
bigoted, bloodthirsty, brutal notions of 
religion. I was informed to-day that if 
you hav fine furniture and good clothes 
you can enter an asylum for the poor, 
otherwise you must die in some fearful 
corner. Though the poor are famished, 
they must attend church and receive 
rich calls patiently, though they hav not 
been helped through the bitter cold of 
the winter. Carlyle told the truth when 
he remarked that women were brutally 
tyrannical to their own sex. Filled with 
the spirit of prayer, they wish to hold 
office and rule the world in a Christian 
manner; but their cruelty makes tbem 
unfit for anything of the kind. With re- 
gard to prayer, ‘he prayeth best who 
loveth best,’ and Walt Whitman told us 
that ‘perspiration was better than prayer.’” 

If Christians were not ignorant they 
would say to indigent persons, Attend any 
church, or no church, as you please. 

If women meet for the transaction of 
business, they should inform the public 
that places should be kept open on Sun- 
day, where the masses can be amused and 
profited at the same time. But women 
and Congressmen, both Christian, say 
that they are obliged to remain on the 
popular side. Then Mammon, not relig- 
ion, rules both. By easy stages they 
would soon reach Moloch, and they would 
worship a jackal if they could make any- 
thing by it. Nature does not teach us to 
follow blindly influences not aided by art 
or human society. Carlyle preferred the 
genial touch of nature to thatofart, And 
also Juvenal. ‘‘Nature never says one 
thing and wisdom another.” ‘‘Nature 
alone,” said Jane, ‘‘cangiv us an unbiased 
great man, like Clay, Jefferson, or Frank- 
lin.” ‘*Bigots are cut out by patterns,” 
said Javeh. ‘‘Make it according to the 
pattern I showed you in the mount and 
minds can be cut off the same piece.” 

ALHAZA. 

Lexington, Ky., Feb. 24, 1898. 


e 


Correspondence. 


. Brooxuyn, May 1, 1893. 
Dear Miss Wrxon: My father has taken 
Tue TRUTH SEEKER for eight years, and I 
like to read the Children’s Corner. My 
father is now dead. I am ten years old. 
I go to school. I study reading, spelling, 
arithmetic, and language. I hav two 
brothers and three sisters. One of my 
brothers and two sisters go to school. I 
think that my brother, my sisters, and 
myself are the only Freethinkers in the 
whole school. 
I will close my letter now. I am, 
A little Freethinker friend, 
JOHANNA HOLMBERG. 


PAULINA, ORe., March 28, 1893. 

Drar Miss Wixon: I thought I would 
write to the Corner again. I like to read 
the Corner. I think itis the best part of 
the paper. School will soon begin. I 
liv four miles from the schoolhouse. I 
ride to school on horseback. I like to go 
to school and learn my lessons well. I 
like all my schoolmates. I hav two 
brothers and one sister, and they are all: 
Freethinkers. My father has taken THE 
co SEEKER longer than I can remem- 

er. 

Well, as I hav written enough for the 
present I will close. Wishing good luck 
to Miss Wixon, I remain, Yours, 

Orro HARDESTY. 
DEL Nort, CoL., Apr. 27, 1893. 

Dear Miss Wixon: This is my first let- 
ter to the Corntr. My pa takes Tue 
TRUTH SEEKER, and I like to read the 
Corner. I go to school, and study arith- 
metic, spelling, reading, writing, geog- 
raphy, language, and physiology. . 

Iam thirteen years old. I will close, 
hoping that thisletter will escape the waste- 
basket Your Liberal friend, 

OLLE L. Jerome. 


[Here itis, a good letter for the first 
one Now write and tell about your 
pets, tell about the town and the people. 
—Ep. C. C.] 

Bovtper, CoL., Apr. 14, E.M. 298. 

Drak Miss WIxon AND READERS OF THE 
Corner: This is my first attempt of writ- 
ing to the Children’s Corner. Papa has 


taken Tue TRUTH Seexer for a long time. 
I like to read the Corner very much, and 
would be glad to hav two pages for the 
children so more new faces could be seen. 

I am eleven years old, and go to school. 
My teacher’s name is Miss Craig, and I 
think she is religious. If I giv any quota- 
tions from Ingersoll, Paine, or Jefferson,. 
she has a smile on her face until she finds 
out who is the author, then she looks very 
sour at me. 

Mr. John R. Charlesworth has just 
been here and given us three lectures. 
The Liberals of Boulder were very much 
pleased with him, and we hope he will 
come again. 

As my letter is getting a little lengthy, 
I will close for this time with best wishes 
to all. If this escapes the wastebasket, I 
will write again. 

I remain your Liberal friend, 
Luoyp C, LELAND. 


Port Townsend, Wasa., Apr. 18, 1893, 

.Mıss Susan H. Wrxon, Vear Friend: 
It has been a long time since I wrote to 
the Children’s Corner, so I thought I 
would write another letter; and I hope it 
will be interesting to the dear children 
who peruse the Children’s Corner.- 

I read the Corner with a great deal of 
interest, and Tar TRUTH SERKER in gen- 
eral—more particularly Mr. Putnam’s — 
essays. 

Oh, how I do wish that we could hav 
Mr. Charlesworth and other good Free- 
thought lecturers come to Port Townsend, 
so as to wake up the interest of Free- 
thought in this bigoted Christian com- 
munity! All this past winter we hav had 
Christian revivals. Nothing but Jesus, 
Jesus, Jesus. 

Papa was sick this winter and the doc- 
tor said that he could not liv. He was 
visited by two of the Salvation Army 
captains, who asked the privilege of pray- 
ing for him. He told them that they 
could pray if it would do them any good. 
After they were through praying, he told 
them that they had made no impression 
upon his mind so far as changing his 
belief was concerned. One of our Chris- 
tian neighbors asked papa if he did not 
want aclergyman. He told her most em- 
phatically, Vo, that he did not want any 
of their trash, as it isa lie from beginning 
toend. . ; 

We hav no lack of Freethought litera- 
ture, some of which I will mention. On 
our center-table we hav the Christian’s 
Holy Bible (for criticism) and the ‘‘ Old 
Testament Stories Comically Illustrated ” 
on top of it. The last-mentioned is most 
sublime. 

I must not forget to tell you that I 
dreamed last night I was at the World's 
Fair, but I could not get in. It must hav 
been on Sunday. 

For fear this letter may be too long, I 
will bring it to a close. Wishing you a 
long and happy life, I remain, 

Your Liberal friend. 
Lizz Vincent. 


[It is an imposition for religionists to 
visit a sick man without invitation. 
Liberals are long-suffering and slow to 
anger, or they would not stand such in- 
sults. We hope your papa is well again, 
and able to deal with his religious visitors. 
—Ep. C. C J 


GOLD. SILVER. 


MINES AND STOCKS. 


CHAS. F. BLACKBURN, 
Mining Geologist, Seattle, Wash. 


Special attention given to the expert examina- 
tion of mineral properties in the United States 
and British Columbia. 


MINES BOUGHT AND SOLD. 


Precious Metal Mines a Specialty. Can 
furnish any kind of mineral property—Platinum, 
Gold, Silver, Quicksilver, Nickel, Copper Lead, 
Antimony, Iron, Manganese, Mica, and Coal. Also 
Slate, Granit, Limestone, and Sandstone quarries. 


RICH GOLD AND SILVER MINES FOR SALE. 


Rare bargains in gold quartz, gold placers, and 

old-silver galena mines in Kootenay and Cari- 
Soo districts, British Columbia. Only a few 
hundred dollars will buy valuable mining inter- 
ests, a bonanza for a few thousand. Correspond- 
ence solicited; sampling, assays and mill tests; 
all work strictly scientific; investments carefully 
placed; bargains guaranteed; twenty years’ 
mining and geological experience. 


MILLIONS IN THE MOUNTAINS ! 
METAL. MINERAL. 


3mol4 


«INFIDELS AND CHARITY.” 


A Leaflet showing that the oft-repeated Ohris- 
tian statement that Infidels do not contribute 
to nor found charities is a falsehood. Itought to 
be widely circulated to meet the calumny. Price, 

cents; 50 cents a dozen. Address THE TRUTH 
BEREH, 28 Lafayette place, New York. í 
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Just Out.—25 Cents. —Five Copies for $1. 


A Liberal living in Michigan said once that he would give $2 a 
year to have the Crimes of Preachers recorded, as the ps lapses 
of virtue of the ministers showed how little value Christianity 
possesses to make men moral. eA $ 

We have just issued the Fourth Edition of the book doing this. 
The additions for this new edition of the 


‘“ Grimes of Preachers” 


shows nearly 400 cases of ministerial conduct. While those in pre- 
vious editions show that within a few years about 


1300 MINISTERS HAVE BEEN GUILTY 


of one kind or another of criminal conduct. Most of the crimes 
are against women, for the fair sex are at once the weakness and £ 
the strength of the church—‘‘the church” meaning of course the 


ergy. í 
"Notwithstanding the many additional pages, we have kept the KØN 


price the same, 25 cents. Send for a copy, and confound the church- ~~ 
men. Show them just what sort of scamps are the clergy who have : 
closed the World’s Fair on Sunday, because it is so holy a day that to look upon machinery or 


paintings in this period ua “immoral.” 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


BOOKS 


BY 


SALADIN 


(W. STEWART ROSS), 


O88 


Editor of the 


“ONDON AGNOSTIC JOURNAL» 


4% 


GOD AND HIS BOOK: 


i l Ingersoll wrote tothe author: * You have earned the 
Sagas OP one reag this boo% Colonel Tng of vast Tesëatch, of sound criticism, of oaustio 
humor, of sledgehammer vehemence, of scathing satire, of pathos and eloguenoe. is one o: 

- the heaviest iconoclastic broadsides ever fired at the Jewish God an e Bible. ae 


Cloth, gold letters ¢$1.25. 
WOMAN: “HER GLORY, HER SHAME, AND HER GOD. 


id that * Christianity elevated the woman; it shrouded 
a8 wite a Eo Arondencon Aatas tho tender years of the child’, TRS opot of Saladin's Tork 
i his error,and he has succeeded. . t: 
i408 kow the es ‘of the most marvelous books ever issued from the press. e authori- 
ties cited are unquestionable, and the result is convincing. 

In two volumes, cloth, gilt-lettered, $2.50. 


CHRISTIANITY AND THE SLAVE TRADE. 
sati the k facts upon this subject, proving that Christianity did not 
aboligh enii his Nataione framo in human beings. - To which are added such comments 
as only Saladin can make. In paper, 30 cents. 


THE TRANSITION. 


i i f the antagonism of the Bible and science, and of the question whether 
the eae a wibeeion portions of the Christian Bible can be interpreted by modern science. 
In paper, 20 cents. 


ROSES AND RUE. 


- Bei and Sketches. Some of its subjects are: A Last Interview with a 
Man Jipe Random Notes on Stirpiculture; Asceticism and Superstition; Capital Punishment; 
Poverty; Godin the Constitution; Bruno; Gods; Witchcraft, etc. This may be called Sala- 
din’s own book, for itis poetry in prose, and is one of the books that lovers of strong literature 
like to read again and again. In cloth, gold- and silver-lettered, $1.50. 


LAYS OF ROMANCE. 


This book reminds one of Sir Walter Scott, being romantic, historic verse, aglow in every 
page with the ener a of a true and high poetic genius. 
Cloth, gold-le Jered, 75 cents. 


ISAURE and OTHER POEMS. 


The title poem is a story of intense passion, touchingly told. The other twenty poems 


are fresh, fragrant, thoughtful, and every verse reveals the thinker, observer, and reformer. 


Eve age glows with passion and throbs with life. 
y "Cl ot. ' Zold-letterad, 75 cents. 


A FEARFUL FLOGGING. 


By one who endured it. Based upon a manuscript in the possession of Saladin 
paper, 10 cents. 


THE AGONIES OF HANGING. 


Studies in Psychology. By one who was cut down from the gallows. Printed from manu. 
script in the hands of Saladin. In paper, 10 cents. 


WHIRLWIND SOWN and REAPED. 


i i d villainy founded on fact. Of this book the Open Court 
gaid: & ghort crore oi perical arimea same. or more, interest than Helen Gardener’s story, * Is 


This Your Son, My Lord?” In paper, 25 cents. 


THE CONFESSIONAL. 


G i exposure of that infamous religious rite. Contents: Licentiousness of the Pre- 
Refor hon Church: Lechery of the Confeaeional; The Priest in Absolution; Confessions of 
the Escaped Nun; Extracts from Dens and Liguori; Examination of the Church’s Claim to 
have Fostered Learning; Her Atte. pts at Continency, even more Ruinous than Her Self- 
Indulgence; The Relative Criminal Statistics of Catholicism and Protestantism. 


paper, 25 cents. 7 
War sll of these works sddroan . THER TRUTH SEEKER, 33 Lafayette Place, New York. 


SABBATH - BREAKING. 


Origin of the Sabbatic Idea— 
The Jewish Sabbath—The 
Christian Scriptures and the 
Sabbath—KEixamination of 
Sunday Arguments -Origin 
of the Christian Sabbath— 
Testimony of the Christian 
EFathers—The Sabbath dur- 
ing the Middle Ages—The 
Puritan Sabbath—Testimony 
of Christian Reformers, 
Seholars, and Divines—Abro« 
gation of Sunday Laws. 


—BY— 
JOHN B. REMSBURG. 


_ Price, 25 Cents. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette place, New York. 


OPEN SUNDAYS. 


WARY 


REDUCTION IN PRICE 


calle oy (ett aw aaa 


OF A GREAT BOOK. 


With the eighth edition of 

| Winwood Reade’s ‘‘ Martyre 
dom of Man,” the cost of 
production has been lese 
sened so that we can reduce ` 
the price from $1.76 to 


$1.00. 


The book has had a phenomena] sale for so heretical a york, second only to Helen Gardener! 


“Men, Women, and Gods,” and we give our readers the pecuniary 


enefit of it. The 


“MARTYRDOM OF MAN” 


It shows 
le for Liberty, and the last chapter, of some 150 pages, describes his 
intellectual struggle from the animal period of the earth to the present, adding an outline of what 


Is a very interestingly pictured synopsis of universal history, showing what the race has undergone 
—its martyrdom—in its rise to its present plane. 
sive factors in man’s strug 


how War and Religion have been opprese 


the author conceives would be a religion of reason and love. The chapters are: 


Egypt, Western Asia, the Persians, the Greeks, the Macedonians. Alexandria, the 
henicians, Carthage and Rome, Roman Africa, the Arabs. s 


The Natural History of Religion, the Israelites, the Jews. the Prophets, 
RELIGION crate: of Jesus, the Christians, Arabia, Mecca, Character of Moham- 


med, Description of Africa, the Mohammedans in 


entral Africa. 


Ancient Europe, Invasion of the Germans. the Castle, tle Town, the 
LI BE RY otira, Venice, Arab Spain, the Portuguese, Discoverers, the Slave Trade, 
Abolition in Europe, Abolition in America, Materials of Human History. i 
Animal Period of the Earth, Origin of Man, and Early History, 
| N TELLECT. sirr of Universal History, The Futura of the Human Race, The 
Religion of Reason and Love. 


® Price reduced from $1.75 to $1.00. Address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette place, New York. 


Good Books for Liberally In. 
clined People. 


The Last Tenet; Imposed upon the Khan 0- 
Tomathoz. By Hudor Genone, author 
of “ Inquirendo Island.” Copiously illustrated 
with original drawings by Louis M. Glackens. 
12mo, 165 pages; cloth, $1.25; paper, 50c. 


Inguirendo Island. A novel. By Hudor 
Genone. 12mo, 353 pages; cloth, $1; paper, 
50c. “This book is to me a delightful sur- 
prise. In my judgment it is a stronger piece of 

ction than Edward Bellamy’s ‘ Looking Back- 
ward,’ which at times it reminds one of. Jtis a 
merciless exposure of Pharisaism and hypoc- 
risy, which is so prevalent in fashionable Chris- 
tianity of to-day. It isa good book, and while 
it will offend many, should be read by all.”— 


(The Arena. 

Lecture on the Bible. By Rev. Charles 
Voysey, pestor of the Theistic church of Lon- 
don, with a new introduction by Rev. Herbert 
Taft Root. Paper, 37 pages; 20c. 


God in the Constitution. By Arthur B. 
Bradford. Paper, 18mo, 18 pages; 10c. * ` 


Evolution in its Relations to Evangelical 


Religion. By B. F. Underwood. Paper, 
24m0; 21 pages; 5c. 


The Change of Front of the Universe. 
By Minot J. Savage. Paper. 31 pages, 10c. 


A Study of Primitive Christianity. By 
Lewis G. Janes. Cloth, octavo, gilt top, uncut 
edges, 319 pages; $1.25. “Dr. Janes is evidently 
a thorough scholar, and one cannot fail to be 
impressed with the care, the honesty, the faith- 
fulness, the impartiality, the loye of truth, the 
conservatism exhibited throughout this admi- 
rable volume.”—[Popular Science Monthly. 

What Can Ethies Do For Us? By 
William Mackintire Salter. Paper, 12mo, 32 
pages, 19c. 


Freedom of Thought and of Speech. By 


William Mackintire Salter. Paper, 12mo, 29 
pages, 10c. 


The Morals of Christ. A comparison 
with the contemporaneous systems of Mosaic, 
Pharisaic, and Greco-Roman ethics. By Austin 
Bierbower. Paper, 16mo, 200 pages, 50c.; cloth, 

1. “*Mr. Bierbower has careful ly analyzed the 
old-world ethical systems which chiefly con- 
cern the modern civilized world, and in this 
book he has so classified the elements revealed 
by that analysis as to give them a high scien- 
tific value. His book is almost as systematic as 
a treatise upon one of the exact sciences, and 
stands in fine contrast to the rambling, ethical 
discussion of which we hear so much and which 
leads us nowhere.”—{Chicago Daily News. 


Liberty and Life. Seventeen discourses 
on the applications of scientific truth to morals 
and religion. By E.P. Powell. 12mo, 208 pages; 
cloth, $1; paper, 50c. “Strong. even bold, 
essays on ethical and religious subjects. They 

are the work of a man of vigorous intellect, who 

has studied the doctrine of evolution long and 
carefully, and has not found it necessary to 
abandon all his old reverences. The discourses 
are full of interest to the casual reader by rea- 
son of their fund of anecdote and biographical 
citation, and to the seeker for religious and 
moral truth they offer many helps.”—[Literary 


World. 
Evolution and Christianity. A Study. 
By J. C. F. Grumbine. Cloth, square i8mo, 


% pages, 30c. ‘* Mr. Grumbine’s statements are 
sound and well Prt His book is the fruit of 
wide reading and investigation. Itis a helpful 
one,is thoroughly interesting reading, and its 
presentation of the relation between evolution 
and Christianity includes much valuable 
thought.”—[Buffalo Express. 


Lessons From the World of Matter and 
the World of Man. By Theodore Parker. 


Selected trom notes of unpublished sermons by 
Rufus Leighton. 12mo, 430 pages; cloth, $1.25; 


paper, 50c. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


The Glergyman’s Victims, 


A LIBERAL SIORY, 
By Mus. E. J. BABL. Price. 25 sents. 


THE ; 
Truth Seeker Library. 
Published Monthly at $3 per Year. 3 
Issues or 1891.—$3. 


PNT eisso soises senessedvecve T 50 
The Age of Reason. Thomas Paine. Illus- ae 
TAGE so-cccecs cas T sas esavetes 
Answers eo Christian Questions. D. M. Ben- 3 
MOUG. vie csiecec E ees 
Christian Absurdities. John Peck.... 20 
Victor Hugo’s Oration on Voltaire..... 10 
The Crisis. Thomas Paine. Illustrate 40 
pe bbneh Breaking: John E. Remsburg.. 25 
Travels in Faith from Tradition to 
., 800. Robert ©. Adams............. 25 
Strike of a 8ex. George N. Miller.......,.... 25 
My Religious Experience. Samuel P. Put- 
Ea EEI TEITTE T ATILIA T TTT 5 
The Higher Criticism in Theology and Re- 
ligion. T. E, Longshore................ 50 
Issues oF 1892.—$3, 
Infidel Death-Beds. G. W. Foote............. 25 
Rights of Man. Thomas Paine. Illustra- 
ted 40 
Was Chr 10° 
pit, Pew, and Cradle. 

.,, dener 10 
Bible Mora 25 
Awful D 50 
Pocket Theology. Voltaire 7 25 
Why Dont God Kill the Devil? M. Bab- 

cock, f y 10 
Diberty in Literature. _ Testimonial to 
alt Whitman, with Funeral Address. 
, _By Col. Robert G. Ingersoll...,.......... 25 
Six Lectures on Astronomy. Rich 
POCUOL EET enee basen cle 15 
Candle From Under the Bushel. Wm. A. 
DO Ten 40 
The Holy Bible Abridged.................0000. 30 
False Claims of the Church. John E. 
Remsburg.........scceccecsceceececsseeces 10 
Issues oF 1893.—#3. 
Thomas. Paine Vindicated. Col. Robert 
. Ingersoll 15 
The Creation of 

. ANN oe. ees eeees settee sens ae ttsessecone 50 
Crimes of Preachers in the United States. 

M. E. Billings 25 
Resurrection of . 40 
Handbook of Freethought. W. S. Bell 50 


During the year, other standard Freethought 
works will be published and sent to subscribers 
as they appear. , 

Yearly subscribers at $3 receive all the numbers 
publisbed in one year. In ordering please say 
which year is desired. 

Single numbers sold at prices quoted. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Latayette Place. New York. 


WAS — 9 pamgED SG 


CHRIST ‘n = = 
—saace-— CRUCIFIED? 


By AUSTIN BIERBOWER. 
A judicial consideration of the question,and the 


decision against the scriptures and the Christian 
tradition. Price, 10 cents. Address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Pyramid of Gizeh. 


Ancient Egyptian Civilization and Hebrew Nar- 
rative in Genesis and Exodus. 
By Van Burgen Denstow, LL.D. Price, 15 cents 


Essay on Miracles. 


By DAVID HIME. 


Prion ~ = =- - 10 qanke 


318 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, MAY 20, 1893. 


Scientific Works. |THE HOLY (RUSS SERIES | Gems of Ghought. 


Three Introductory Lectures on the 
Science of Thought. By F. Max Miil- 
ler. 1. The Simplicitv of Language; 2. The 
Identity of Langnage and Thought, and_ 3. 
The Simplicity of Thought. With an appendix 
which contains n correspondence on “Thought 
Without Words,” between F. Max Muller and 
Francis Galton, the duke of Argyll, George J. 
Romanes, and others. Neatly bound in cloth. 
Price, 75¢. 


Three Lectures on The Science of Lan- 
guage. By Prof. F. Max Müller. The 


Oxford University Extension Lectures. With 
a supplement, + My Predecessors.” an essay on 


genesis of “The Srience of Thought” 112 
pages; cloth. Price, 75c. 
The Psychology of Attention. By Th. 


Ribot, professor of Comparative and Experi- 
mental Psychology at the College de France, 
and editor of the Revue Philosophique. Au- 
thorized translation. Treating of the following 
topics: 1. Spontaneous, or Natural, Attention. 
—a, Emotional states; b, Physical manifesta- 
tions; ¢.Surprise. 2. Voluntary, or Artificial, 
Attention.—a, Its mechanism; b, Inhibition; c, 
The feeling of effort: 3. The Morbid States of 
Attention.—a, Distraction; b, Hypochondria; 
ce, Fixed ideas and ecstasy; d, Idiocy; e, Atten- 
tion in sleep and hypnosis. Cloth, 75c. 


Fundamental Problems. The Method of 
Philosophy as a Systematic Arrangement of 
Knowledge. By Dr. Paul Carus. Price, $1. 


The Psychic Life of Micro-Qrganismns. 
A Study in Experimental Psychology. By Al- 
fred Binet. Translation from the French with 
the sanction of the author. ‘Lreating of the fol- 
lowing subjects: 1. ‘fhe Psychology of the Cell 
—Introductory. 2. The Structural and Psycho- 
logical Character of Proto-Organisms: Motory 
and Hensory Organs. 3. The Psychology of 
Nutrition: Holophytic, Saprophytic, and Ani- 
mal Nutrition; Predatory Habits of Certain 
Animalcula. 4. Colonies of Unicellular Organ- 
isms. 5. Fecundation of Proto-Organisms. 6. 
Fecundation of Higher Animals and Plants. 7. 
The Physiological Function of the Nucleus. 8. 
Correspondence between Alfred Binet and Ch, 
Richet (professor of physiology in the Faculty of 
Medicine at Paris) respecting cellular psychol- 
ogy. 10mo, 135 pages; cloth, 75c.; paper, 50c. 


Wheelbarrow Articles and Discussions 


on the Labor Question, Including the 
Controversy with Mr, Lyman F. Gage on the 
Ethics of the Board of Trade; and also the Con- 
troversy with Mr. Hugh ©. Pentecost, and 
others, on the Single Tax Question. Elegant 
cloth binding, portrait of the author, and auto- 
graph letter. Price, $1. 


The Idea of God. By Dr. Paul Carus. 
Being a disquisition on the development of 
the idea of Godin human thought and history; 
discussing: 1. The Nature of Ideas. 2. The Et- 
ymology of The Word God. 3. God au Abstract 
fdea. 4. The Conceptions of God (Polytheism, 
Monoth-ism, Pantheism, Theism, and Atheism). 
5. Definitions of the Idea of God. 6. Entheism, 
the Monastic Conception of God. Price, 15c. 


Epitomes of Three Sciences, 1. Com- 
parative Philology: The Study of Sanscrit. B 
rof. H. Oldenberg, of the University of Kiel. 
—a, Sanscrit Research; 0, From Jones to Las- 
sen; c, The Discovery of the Veda; d, The In- 
terpretation of the Veda; e, The History of the 
Vedic Epoch. 2._ Experimental Psychology 
By Prof, Joseph Jastrow, of the University of 
isconsin.—a, Aspects of Modern Psychology; 
d. Psychology in Germany; e, Psychology in 
France and Italy; a. Psychology in Great Brit- 
ain and the United States. 8. Old Testament 
History: or, The Rise of the people-of Israel. 
By Prof. C. H. Cornell, of the niversity of 
Konigsberg t The Traditions of the People of 
Israel; b, The Migrations of the Tribes of 
Israel; c, The Conquest of Palestine and the 
ingdom of Israel. ith especial introductions 
by Professors Oldenberg and Cornell, and pref- 
atory remarks by the editor of the Open 
Court. Elegant cloth binding. Price, Y5c. 


The Ethical Problem. By Dr. Paul 
Carus. Three Lectures, delivered before the 
Society for Ethical Culture of Chicago at the 
invitation of the Board of Trustees: 1. Ethics, 
a Science; 2. The Data of Ethics; 3. The The- 
ories of Ethics. 112 pages, cloth. Price, 50c. 


On Double Consciousness. Experimental 
PsychologicalStudies. By Alfred Binet. Table 
of contents: 1. Introductory; Experimental 
Psychologyin France. 2. Proof of Double Con- 
sciousness in Hysterical Individuals. 3. The 
Relations between the Two Consciousnesses of 
Hysterical Individuals. 4. The Hysterical Eye. 
5. Mechanism or Subconscionsness? 6. |The 
Graphic Method and the Doubling of Conscious- 
ness. 7. The Intensity of Subconscious States. 
8. The Role of Suggestion in Phenomena of 
Double Consciousness. 9. Double Conscious- 
ness in Health. 93 pages, paper. Price, 50c. 

The Lost Manuscript. A Novel. By 
Gustave Freytag. A handsome, elegantly 
bound edition of this famous and popular Ger- 
man romance. The author writes as a motto 
for the American edition: "A noble buman 
life does not endon earth with death. It con- 
tinues in the minds and deeds of friends, as well 
as in the thoughts and the activity of the na- 
tion.” In two octavo volumes; boxed. Price, $4. 


Diseases of Personality. By Th. Ribot. 
Authorized translation. ‘treating of the follow- 
ing subjects: 1. Nature of Personality and 
consciousness. 2. Organic Disorders. 3. Emo- 
tional Disorders. 4. Intellectual Troubles. 5. 
Dissolution of the Personality. Cloth, 75e. 


The Soul of Man. An Investigation of 
the Facts of Physiological and Experimental 
Psychology. By Dr.PaulCarus. With 152 1llus- 
trative Cuts and Diagrams. Price $3, pages 480. 
Printed on extra fine paper, handsomely bound 
in cloth. e subject-matter of the work is 
divided into the following sections: 1., The 
Philosophical Problem of Mind. 2. The Rise of 
Organic Life, 3. Physiological Facts of Brain- 
Activity. 4. The Immortality of the Race and 
the Data of Propagation. 6. The Investiga- 
tions of Experimental Psychology. 6. The Eth- 
ical and Religious Aspects of Soul-Life. 

Address" ‘CHE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York 


LITTLE LESSONS FOR 


LITTLE FOLKS. 


By MRS, E. D. SLENKER. 
Boards. m o - 


Creed of Christendom. 


Its Foundation Contrastad with Sts Superstructure, 
By W. R. GREG. 


Complete in 1 vol . 12m0. 899DP., $1.50. 


40 centa, 


The Popes and Their Doings. Biograph- 
ical sketches of the most noted of these vicars 
of Christ and vicegerents of God,showing what 
they have done, and what kind of men they were. 
It contains very plain statements, in very un- 
varnished language, and the unmasking is com- 
plete, proving them to have been cruel, in- 

. triguing, and licentious men. Considering the 
rapid growth of Catholicism in this country, 
this book cannot be too widely disseminated. 
Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 

The Awful Disclosures of Maria Monk, 
as exhibited in a narrative of her sufferings dur- 
ine her residence of five years as a novice, and 
two years as a black nun, in the Hotel Dien 
Nunnery, at Montreal. Perhaps not any anti- 
Catholic book published has created more ex- 
citement, and had such a circulation as this 
work. To counteract its effects the Catholics 
circulated a story that Maria Monk was “no 
better than she should be,” but investigation 
disclosed that her “child of shame” was none 
other than the child of her priest-seducer. 
Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth 75 cents. 

Auricular Confession and Popish Nun- 
neries. By Wm. Hogan, for twenty-five 
years a confessing priest. A revelation of the 
icentious practices of the priests and nuns in 
these religious brothels. There is no question 
that Ex-priest Hogan knew the truth of the 
tales of vice, seduction, and infanticide he gives 
in this volume, and equally there is no question 
that if the people generally knew of them, Ca- 
tholicism would not be given the vast amounts 
of money now allowed it by our various city 
governments. Price, paper, 50 cents, cloth, 75 


cents. 

The Priest in Absolution. A Review of 
the system of auricular confession, including 
copious extracts from the “Confessional Un- 
masked,” from the ‘‘Master Key to Popery,” 
etc. The workis a protest against and an appeal 
to every American citizen to examine carefully 
and thoughtfully a religious system so invasive 
of privacy, so powerful for evil in licentions 
hands, so fraught with danger to female mod- 
esty, to the ingenuous openness of youth, 
and to the freedom of thought, speech, and 
action. Price. paper, 25 cents. 


Priestly Celibacy Exposed. A lecture by 
the Rey, Geo. Townsend Fox, of Durham, Eng- 
land. Revised American edition, showing the 
-result in grrishes of the Roman decree that 
priests shall not mary. Price, paper, 15 cents. 


Sister Lucy and Her Awfal Disclosures 
Respecting New Hall Convent, Bore- 


ham, Essex, England, Showing that convents 
are inimical to chastity, virtue, and freedom. 
Price, paper, 10 cents. 

_ THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 

28 Lafayette Place, New York City. 


L K. Washburn’s Works, 


Sunday and the Sabbath. ‘‘A law regu- 
lating human conduct on the Sabbath is an im- 
pertinence.” Price. 10 cents. 


The False Teaching of the Christian 
Church. ‘‘The Thirty-nine Articles of 


the Christian church are thirty-nine poor. 
broken-down opinions.” Price, 10 cents. 


The Foolishness of Prayer. ‘‘ Think of 
a minister’s praying God to kill grasshoppers, 
or trying to induce the Deity to undertake a 
crusade of one against the Colorado - beetle!’ 
Price, 10 cents. 

Followers of Jesus. Price, 10 cents. 

It a Faith or a Fact? 


Spiritualism : Is 
rice, 5 cents. 

Religious Problems. Price, 10 cents. 
Was Jesus Insane? Price, 10 cents. 


The Public Schools and the Catholic 
Church. Price, 5 cents. 


PULPIT, PEW, 
and CRADLE. 


By Helen H. Gardener. 
One of Her Brightest, Wittiest, and 
Strongest Lectures Against 
the Bible. 
Every Woman Should Read it 
and ` 
Know Her Enemies and Her Friends. 
Price, 10 cents. Address this office. 


Force and Matter; 


Principles of the Natural Order of the Uni- 
verse, with a System of Morali y 
Based Thereon. 


By Proressor LUDWIG BUCHNER, M.D. 


wusTENTS : 
Fozve and Matter, The Fitness of Things it: 
Immortality of Matter, _ Nature (Teleology), 
Immortality of Force, Man, 


infinity of Matter, Brain and Mird, 
Value of Matter, Thought, 
Motion, Consciousness, 
Form Seat of the Soul, 


immutability of Natural Innate Ideas 
AWS, The Idea of God, 
WJniversality of Natural Personal Continuance 
Laws, Vital Force, 
Lhe Heavens, _ The Son] of Brutes 
Periods of the Creation rea Will, 


of the Earth, | Movality, 
Original Generation, Concluding Observ» 
secular Generation, tions. 


ising Gt Kh bAdlrosa HHI DOTT SEIT 


THOMAS PAINE; 
WAS HE JUNIUS? 


By W. K. BURR. 


potona edition, enlarged to 32 pages; win na 
est engraved Jikeness o aine. rice. cents 
$ ress THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Priestly Celibacy Exposed, 


By Rev. G. T, Fox, MLA. 
Price, 15 cents, Address this office. 


Goop kings are slaves, and their people 
are free.— Queen Marie of France. l 


No part of man’s nature is formed with 
a useless or sinister intent. In no respect 
can he be wholly bad, but the worst passions 
bav their root in the best. — Thoreau. 


A GREAT man throws pearls before swine, 
and the swine are sometimes changed to 
men. Ifthe great had always kept their 
pearls, vast multitudes would. be barba- 
rians now. —lngersoll. 


Ir the Protestant Reformers condemned 
celibacy, if they opened the doors of the 
convents, it was to change human society 
itself into convents. Sports and plays 
were forbidden among them. Geneva, 
for a hundred years, did not allow a 
musical instrument within its borders. 
They proscribed auricular confession, but 
they wished public penitence; and so it 
was established in Switzerland, Scotland, 
Geneva.— Voltaire. 


INCREASED means of conquering the ma- 
terial obstacles which Nature and life 
place in our way; the growth of culture 
and knowledge, combined with enhauced 
success in contending against ignorance 
and superstition; the lessening of the 
evils that flesh is heir to; the abolition of 
war, of poverty, of every method of men 
taking undue atvantage of one another, 
and the substitution of the principle of 
universal human love and universal peace 
among nations for the ruinous struggle for 
existence—these and many more that are 
interwoven with them should be the aims 
and objects of man’s aspiration in the 
future.— Buchner. 


“ On, the ingratitude,” actually said a 
priest of the Spanish-American land- 
robbers, ‘‘ the ingratitude of the wretches 
who grudge us the territories of their 
base earthly kingdoms and forget that 
our gospel offers them a passport to the 
glorious kingdom of heaven!” ‘‘ The in- 
gratitude!” repeats the modern pharisee, 
*“the base ingratitude of those factory 
children who grudge me ¢he privileges of 
my position, and clamor for an increase of 
wages to gratify their worldly desires. 
Consumption? Hunger? Frost? should 
not the rich promises of the gospel com- 
pensate such temporal inconveniencies, 
and hav I not founded a Sabbath-school to 
save them from the lusts of their unregen- 
erate souls?”— Felix Oswald. 


WE stand in reality but on the thresh- 
old of civilization. Far from shewing any 
indications of having come to an end, the 
tendency to improvement seems latterly 
to hav proceeded with augmented impetus 
and accelerated rapidity. . . . There 
are many things which are not as yet 
dreamed of in our philosophy; many dis- 
coveries Which will immortalize those who 
make them and confer upon the human 
race advantages which, as yet, perhaps, 
we are not in a condition to appreciate. 
We may still say with our great country- 
man, Sir Isaac Newton, that we hav been 
but like children, playing on the sea-shore, 
and picking up here and there a smoother 
pebble or a prettier shell than ordinary, 
while the great ocean of truth ‘lies all un- 
discovered before us. Thus, then, the 
most sanguin hopes for the future are 
justified by the whole experience of the 
past.— Lubbock. 


Proressor PEARSON is of opinion that 
an instruction in scientific method might 
be very generally imparted, and that its 
effect on the mind of the ensuing genera- 
tion would be merked, He considers, 
very rightly, that a scientific frame of 
mind is an essential of good citizenship, 
seeing that it is that frame of mind alone 
which leads a man to look beyond proxi- 
mate phenomena, and above all to put 
aside personal bias. It is the peculiar- 
ity, as he well observes, of scientific 
method that, when once it has become a 
habit of mind, that mind converts ail 
facts whatsoever into science. Good in- 
tentions are not enough to make a good 
citizen; a man may with the best of in- 
tentions, and even at great self-sacrifice, 
set himself in direct opposition to the best 
interests of the state. The trouble in 
such a case is that the man lacks knowl- 
edge, and like an ignorant physician, 
either diagnosticates Badly the evils he 
would remedy, or, if his diagnoses chance 
to be right—which is very unlikely—ap- 
plies the wrong cure, Professor Pearson 
does not pretend that as yet science can 
pronounce definitiv and certain judgments 
upon all social questions; but he properly 
maintains that science should, as far as 
possible, be our guide to-day, and that it 
alone will ever lead us into a perfect com- 
prehension of our social duties. We are, 
therefore, in full accord with him when he 
formulates what he calls the first claim of 
science in the following words: ‘‘Modern 
science, as training the mind to an exact 
and impartial analysis of facts, is an 
education especially fitted to promote 
sound citizenship.” — Professor You- 
Mans. 


Col. A G Ingersall's 
ARGUMENT 
Reynolds Blasphemy Trial, 


At Morristown, N. J. 

This is the greatest argument ever made ina case 
of this kind, and will be a model forthe Bar so 
long as the Christians use force to repress free 
speech. Its legal acumen is unsurpassed, its elo- 
quence never equaled. Wherever Christian per- 
secution is going on this argument should be 
freely circulated, read to the Christians, and ex- 
pounded on every occasion. 

In paper, 25 cents; in cloth. 50 cents. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
Addrege 28 Lafayette place, New York. 


The Sunday Question. 


A HISTORICAL AND CRITICAL REVIEW. 
WITH REPLIES TO AN OBJECTOR. 
by GEORGE W. BROWN, M.D. 


15 cents 


Price, - a = 5 a 


Jlaterialism: 


its History and Its Inftiience 
Upon Society. 


By Dr. Lovis BucuNner, Author of “Force and 
Matter,” etc. 


Translated from the German. 
Paper, 12mo, 15 cents. 


Bible T emperance, 


Commended, Defended, and 
Enjoined by the Bible. 


By E. C. WALKER. 10 cents 


Apocryphal New Testament. 
THE GOSPBLS, 


Eptsties, etc., Attributed to Jasus Christ and hls Apostles, 
and not Included in the New Testament. 


Price, - - - -=~ - = - $ 


A FEW DAYS IN ATHENS. 


By FRANCES WRIGHT. 


Embellished with the portrait of Epicurus, the 
Greek philosopher, and the author. 


Price, - - - - - cents 


BIBLE IN INDIA. 


—HINDOO ORIGIN—- 
Of Hebrew and Christian Rev- 
elation. 


By Lovis JACOLLIOT. 


Godly Women of the Bible. 


A HISTORY OF ALL 


The Women Who Figure in the Bible. 


—BY— 
An Uncoory Womast or zim NINETEENTH OENT 


Cloth, -. e - e » >» 


Price, $2. 


% cents. 


SISTER LUCY 


-~AND-- 


Her Awtu! Disclosures 


AS 70 BEW HALL CONVENT. 


Aad a Fow Words on Auricular Confession, 
Unica, 2 - - - ~ ~ Moonta, 


B. F. UNDERWOOD’S Wis 


FOR SALH AT THE TRUTH SẸEKER OFFICE. 

ussays and Lectures, Embracing Influ 
ence of Christianity on Civilization; Chris 
tianity and Materialism; What Litcralism offer 
in Place of Christianity; Scientific Materialism: 
Woman; Spiritualism from a Materialistit 
Standpoint; Paine the Political and Religion 
Reformer; Materialism and Crime; Will thr 
Coming Man Worship God? Crimes and Cruel 
ties of Christianity; the Authority of the Bible: 
Freethought Judged by Its Fruits; Our Idea 
of God 300 pp., paper, 60 cents. 

influence of Christianity upon Civiliza 
tion. 25 cents. E 

Christianity and Materialism. 15 cents. 

What Liberalism Offers in Place « 
Christianity. 10 cents. 

Scientific Materialism ; Its Meaning and 
Tendency. 10 cents. 

Spiritualism from & Materialistic Stand: 
point. 10 cents. 

Paine the Political and Religious Re« 
former. 10 cents. i 

Woman: Her Past and Present: 
Rights and Wrongs, 10 cents. 

Materialism and Crime. 10 cents. 

Will the Coming Man Worship God! 


10 cenis. 
Nwetve Tracts. Scientific and Theolog. 
FERARI re 


Her 


soith 
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Thomas Paine’s Works. 


NIN I 


Age of Reason. Pap., gc. 
6 copies for $1; clo., 50c. 


ion of the 


Prophecies 
Pap., 40c.3_clo., 7 


.Remsburg. Portrait. Pap. 
50c.3 clo., 75c. 


Revolution. Pap., 40c.3 clo., 75c. 
Great Works. 8vo. 800 pp. 
clo., $8; leather, $4; morocce 
gilt edges, $4.50. 
Life of. By J. E. Remsburg 
Port. Pap., 50 
Life of. W 


Comte and Rousseau. 
ortrait, 60c. 
Li 


former. By B. 


lution. Fap. 40c.; elo., 75c 
Testimonials to His 


ecies,” etc., with 
and steel port. $1.50. 


Vindication of. Reply to N.Y. 
Observer. By R.G. Ingersoll. 10ç- 


Address The Truth Seeker Company- 


FREETHINKERS' PICTORIAL TENT- 


~ 


SHOWING 


TO BE A DIVINE AND BENEFT- 
CENT INSTITUTION, AND RE~ 
VEALING THE ABUSES 


OF A UNION OF 
CHURGOH AND 
sTATE. 
J 8 5 Full~Page 
Illustrations. 


WITH COPIOUS CITATIONS & 


FACTS, 
HISTORY, 
STATISTICS, 


AND 
OPINIONS or SCHOL 


ARS 


TO MAINTAIN THE ARGUMENT OF 


THE ARTIST. 


DESIGNS BY WATSON HESTOH 


WITH PORTRAIT OF 
THE DESIGNER. 


Tho illustrations are classified as follows: 
2 represent Samples of Christianity’s Work. 


The Church Robbing the People. 
Thanksgiving. 

ed Sabbath Laws. 

“ Children and the Church. 
Woman and the Cburch. _ | 
The Church and Thomas Paine, 
Studies in Natural History. 

ie The Bible and Science. 

S The Clergy and Their Flocks. 


represent Uncle Sam and the Priests. 
e 
a 


“ Piety in Our Penitentiaries. 

° The Atonement Scheme. 

ie The Lord and His Works. 

, ayer. 

e The Creeds. 

Me Christians and Mohammedans, 


A most extraordinary publication. We venture the assertion that nothing like it has ever be. 
fore appeared in this country, and it is very doubtful if another one like it 


mà 
“IROOM O IA mt DO iM DO Mt RO mi 


Missionaries. 
The Lord’s Instruments., 
Bible Doctrines and Their Resulég 
The Church and Slavery. 
Priests and Politics. 

reland and the Church. , 
Church’s Idea of Civilization. 
The Uses of the Cross. 
Unkind Reflections on the Churek. 
Persecutions of the Church. 
Some Allegories. 
Heaven. 
Hell. 
Miscellaneous. 


tished. We must give the Truth Seeker Company the credit of putting the book in the reach o; 


At twice the price it would 


America will desire a copy of this most won 


Mr. Heston deserves to be called the artist-hero of Liberalism. He has dedicated his genius te 
Freethought, and has done faithful and noble work for the cause of right and truth. But the pict- 
There are nearly two hundred pages of reading 

ustrations, and secondly as texts to prove the utter 
together the 
t has ever been put in the 


tres do not make up the whole of this volume. 
mather that serve first as explanations of the ill 


.alsity of the church’s professions and the hypocrisy of those, who uphold them. 
i i he church t 


have been a cheap book. Artist 


ook is one of the best weapons against Christianity and t 


bands of Freethinkers.—[Boston Investigator. 


7 n eston as a portrait-painter and de 
signer isa wonderful success, and we judge from our own feelings that nearly every Liberal ix 
i i Gerful volume.—[Freethinkers’ Magazine. 


\ Price, board covers, $2; cloth, $2.80. ; 


DAMES 


POPES AND THEIR DOINGS. 


AGGOUNT OF 
Vicars of Christ and Vicegerents of Ged. 
Paper, 50 cuets; cloth, 75 cents. 


Ths Areri Soaker 


FILE BINDERS. 


Those who preserve the volumes of THE TRUTH 
BERKER need a File Binder, which we will send on 
receipt of one dollar. 


Age of Reason and Examina- 


> 750. 
Apostle of Political and Re 
ligtous Liberty. (Life.) By 


ommon Sense. Written ir 
1776. 15c. X 
Crisis. Written During Am 


C. 

ith Remarks o1 
By © 
Blanchard. Pap., 40c.; clo., with 


fe of. With Explanatory 
Observations. By G. Vale. Por 
trait. $1 


Lithograph of. Heavy plate 

paper, 22x28, $1. : 
Political and e Re- 
. Under- 


wood. 10c. 

Political Works: ‘“‘ Commor 
Sense,” “Crisis,” “Rights of 
Man.” $1.50. 

Rights of Man. Answer to 


Burke's Attack on French Revo- 


Merits. 
Compiled by J. N. Moreau. 10c 
Theological Works: ‘‘Age oi 
Reason,” ‘‘ Examination of Proph. 
Life of Paine 


BOK, 


THE ABSURDITY AND UNTRUTHFUL 
NESS OF THE CHURCH’s CLAIM 


ever again be pub 


RH 


INFIDEL ve 


DEATH- S.W. N 
BEDS. i 
EE 


o——— 


Being true accounts of the passing away of the 
following persons, thus refuting the many Chris- 
tian slanders upon them and others: 

Lord Amberley, John Baskerville, Pierre Bayle, 
Jeremy Bentham, Paul Bert, Lord Bolingbroke, 
Francois Broussais, Giordano Bruno, Henry 
Thomas Buckle, Lord Byron, Richard Carlisle, 
William Kingdon Clifford, Anacharsis Olootz,An- 
thony Collins, Anguste Comte, Condorcet. Robert 
Cooper, D’Alembert, Danton, Oharles Darwin, 
Erasmus Darwin, Delambre, Denis Diderot, 
Etienne Dolet, George Eliot, Frederick the Great, 
Gambetta, Garibaldi, Isaac Gendre, Gibbon, 
Godwin, Goethe, Grote, Helvetius, Henry Heth- 
erington, Hobbes, Austin Holyoake, Victor Hugo, 
Hume, Littre, Harriet Martineau, Joan Meslier, 
James Mill, Joan Stuart Mill, Mirabeau, Robert 
Owen, Thomas Paine, Courtlandt Palmer, Rabe- 


lais, Winwood Reade, Madame Roland, George 
Sand, Schiller, Shelley, Spinoza, Strauss, John 
Toland, Vanini, Volney, Voltaire, James Watson, 
John Watts, Thomas Woolston. 


Price, 25 cents. Address 
THR TRUTH REEKER. 


A SHORT 


HISTORY OF THE BIBLE, 


BEING 


A Popular Account of the Formation and Development 
of the Canon, 


By BRONSON D. KEELER. 


CONTENTS: The Hebrew Canon. The New Tes- 
tament. The Early Controversies. © Books at 
First Not Considered Inspired. Were the Fathers 
Competent? The Fathers Quoted as ‘cripture 
Books Which are Now Called Apocryphal. The 
Heretics. The Christian Canon. 

Paper, 60 cents; cloth. 75 cents. 


SCIENCE VS, RELIGION, 


OR, THE 
Conflict between Reason and Superstition, 
By T. C. WIDDICOMBE, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


Price, 10 cents. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


IRON-CLAD AND MANNA SERIES. 


TRON-CLAD SERIES. 


1 Atonement. Charles Bradlaugh....... | 5 
2 Secular Responsibility. G.J. 
4 Influence o 


: olyogke..... 5 
Christianity on Civilizati 


10 Epidemic Deinsions. Marvin...... TRS D 
11 P ilosophy, of Spiritualism, Marvin........ 50 
12 Tyndall’s Belfast Inaugural, and Portrait.. 25 


18 Essays on Miracles. David Hume........... 10 
14 Land Question. Charles Bradlaugh........ 
15 Were Adam and Eve Our first Parenis? 
Charles Bradlatigh...............00.eesceee 5 
16 Why Do Men Starve? Charles Bradlaugh.. 5 
18 A Plea for Atheism. Charles Bradlaugh... 10 
19 Large or Small Families? A. Holyoake..... 5 
20 Superstition Displayed, with a Letter of 
illiam Pitt. Austin Holyoake........ 5 
21 Defense of Secular Pringiples. C. Watts.... 5 
22 Is the Bible Reliable? arles Watts 5 
23 The Christian Deity. Charles Watts........ 
24 Moral Value of the Bible. Charles Watts.... 
25 Freethought and Mod. Progress. Watts.... 
26 Christianity: Its Nature and Influence on 
Civilization. Charles Watts._.........., 
28 Thoughts on Atheism. Austin Holyoake... 
29 Is there a Moral Governor of the Universe? 
Austin Holyoake...,..... 2... eee : 
30 Philosophy of Secularism. Charles 
38 Is There a God? Charles Bradlaugh.. : 
39 Labor’s Prayer. Charles Bradlaugh. _..... 
40 Poverty: Its Cause and Cure. M.G.H..... 10 
42 Science and Bible Antagonistic. C. Watts.. 1 
43 Christian Scheme of Redemption. C. Watts 5 
44 Logie of Death: or, Why Sh^uld the Atheist 
ear to Die? By G.J. Holyoake .. . .,.. 10 
47 Poverty: Its Effects on the Politica] Condi. 
tion of the People. Charles Bradlaugh.. 5 


MANNA SERIES. 


1 Original Manna for “ God’s Chosen.”. ...... 

3 New Life of David. Charles Bradlaugh.... 

5 200 Questions Without Answers...........0.. 

6 Dialogue_between_ a Christian Missionary 
and a Chinese Mandarin............,...... 10 

7 Queries Submitted to the Bench of Bishops 
by a Weak but Zealous Christian... 

8 Search After Heaven and Hell. A. 


5 
5 
5 
5 
5 
5 
5 
5 
0 


TOT A 


Holy- 


11 New T-ife of Jacob 
12 Daniel, the Dreamer. 
13 Specimen of the Bible: Esther. Holyoa: 
14 Acts of the Apostles: A Farce. A.H. _ .. 
15 Ludicrous Aspects of Christianity. A.H... 10 
16 Twelve Apostles. Charles Bradlaugh..,.... 5 
17 Who Was Jesus Christ? C. Bradlaugh...... 5 
18 What Did Jesus Teach? ©. Bradlaugh...... 5 
19 Ncw Life of Abraham. Charles Bradlaugh. 5 
20 New Life ot Moses. Charles Bradlangh.... 5 
21 A Secular Prayer. Holyoake. Per doz..... 10 


On orders for Iron-Clad and Manna we will send 
$1.10 worth for $1; $2.50 worth for $2; $5 worth 
for $3, and $10 worth for $5. 


Austin Hol 


made. FULLY GUARANTEED. bey 
Ithas AMERICAN patent lever MOVEMENT, SW 
Patent Escapement awl Regulator, Lavicrn Pinlon, 
240 beats to minute; No key required to wind and 
set; weight 4 oz.; exactly like cut: Post-paid for $1.50, 
3 for $4.00, 12 for $15.00. Lyexpress. Mention paper 
and we will include handsome gold plated CHALN & 
CHARM. AGENTS & Storekeepers soud for TERMS. 
Catalogue of 1000 ucw articles FREE. 


ROBERT H. INGERSOLL & BRO, 7 
G5 CORTLANDT ST., NEW YORK CITY. 


LITTLE FREETHINKER. 


Friends, please try our LITTLE FREE- 
THINKER, the only paper published for tha 
young free from superstition, !0 cents a yea". I 
will send it and Foote’s Heath Monthly for 50 
cents; or it and * Little Lessons” for 75 cents; or 
t and THE TRUTH SEEKER for 43. Address 


ELMINA D. SLENKER, Snowville, Va. 


CHEAP EDITION. 


Travels in Faith. 


By OAPT. ROBERT O. ADAMS, 


Being the story of his mental journey from 
orthodoxy to Rationalism. 


Price, paper, 25 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH'SEEKER. 


Is Controversy Dangerous? 


By W. F. JAMIESON. 


This little book goes down to th . 
rock of human liberty. S Tory bea 


Price, - - - - 
Address 


25 cents. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


The Clone! Ingersoll Souvenir, 


THE MOST ARTISTIC SPOON MADE. 
STERLING SILVER, MASSIVE, BEAUTIFUL. 


Given Away. 


In order to introduce this most artistic of all 

Souvenirs, Ishall present to all patrons who favor 
me with an order for goods, to the amount of 
$20, one of the above spoons, my price $2.50, but 
guaranteed a finer spoon than sold elsewhere for 
$3 And for every additional $20, an additional 
spoon. Or with an order for $10 worth of goods 
I will supply the spoon for $1. 


THE INGERSOLL SOUVENIR 


Is made in the following variety: 


Tea Spoons, Oxidized, each $2.50 
10 ounces per doz., 
n e Oxidized, * 3.00 
14 ounces per doz., 
i a Oxidized, 
gilt bowl, “3.00 
10 ounces per doz., 
T i Oxidized, 
sectional gilt, “3.50 
10 ounces per doz., 
Orange ‘ Oxidized, plain bowl, 2.98 
i “ a gilt te “Bon 
Sugar ‘‘ “satin “ “3°00 
oH “ gilt " “850 


The $2 50 Tea is also supplied etched in bowl, 
“The Time To Be Happy I Now,” or other mot- 
toes, or names. tor fifty cents extra. Parties en- 
titled to spoons may, upon paying difference in 
price, select any other spoon from above list. 

My stock embraces everything usually kept in 
first class jewelry stores. Diamonds guaranteed 
20 per cent below regular market price. Watches 
of every description, Chains, Rings, Necklaces, 
Jewelry, Silver and Plated Ware, iptical Goods, 
Ba ‘ges, Gold Pins, Etc, And $1,000 will be paid 
for proof that I hav advanced my prices above 
lowest prices. published in any of my latest price- 
lists, on account of the above liberal offer. 

Cf Freethought Badges are preferred the $2.50 
may be so applied.) 


OTTO WETTSTEIN, 
(Established 1857) Rochelle, Il., 
Desi ner of The. Perfeeted i Otto Wettstein 8 
atch; the Beautifw ersoll S it - 
lar Freethought badge. © PONE rpa 


Send for pricelists, cards in colors and gold of 
badge, tracts, etc., free. 


NOTED SPECIALIST, 
For Men Only, 


Is a physician of a wide and extensive practice, 
and his remedies are, of the best. The Doctor 
treats all those peculiar diseases of young and 
middle-aged men, as the result of youthful errors 
and excesses, causing Harly Decay, Loss of Man- 
hood, Wasting Discharges, Varicocele, Mental 
ana Physical Debility, Idiocy, Insanity, and 
eath. 

To those afflicted and who are desirous of being 
cured a booklet of some 88 pages will be sent to 
their address for ten cents, sealed in a plain 
envelope, giving causes and Symptoms of the 
Oomplaint and a description of the Doctor’s im- 

portant medical discovery—an Outward Applica- 
ion—a Positive cure—the only remedy of the 
kind in existence—with evidences of success. 
dress, DR. R. P. FELLOWS, 
Aan _ Vineland, N. J. 
And say you saw this advertisement in THE 
TRUTH SEEKER. = 
Dr. Fellows is an Infidel. 


íl 


l: 


THE 


dv dieyutate tne 
STOMACH, LIVES 
ano BOWELS, rane 


RIPANS TABULES. 
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Sf ows of the Wook. 


THE Presbyterian assembly opened at 
Washington, D. C., on the 18th, will take 
up the Briggs case again. 


Avn Italian has been arrested at Bey- 
reuth, Turkey, for blaspheming Moham- 


medanism. The Italian consul is pro- 
testing. 


Ter Italian government, hearing that 
the priests are about to incite their pa- 
rishioners against it, is preparing a bill 
to punish all the clergy cayght meddling 
in politics. : 

Waen the Exposition art buildings are 
fully stocked and opened a great outcry 
will arise. Every country has sent a good 
supply of nude pictures, and there are 
bodies of organized indignationists from 
interior points who are going to see 
about it. i 


Tse London Daily Chronicle, speaking 
of the Russo-American extradition treaty, 
says: ‘‘Mr, Cleveland has made the 
American government the watchdog of 
Russian absolutism, as forty years ago it 
was the slave-catcher for Southern plant- 
ers. 


A pRovurH having long afflicted Great 
‘Britain, Cardinal Vaughan has come to the 
rescue by directing that the prayer for 
rain, Ad petendam pluviam, be inserted 
in the mass every Sunday till it is an- 
swered, when a Te Deum is to be said 
without further notice. 


THe decision of the United States Su- 
preme Court last Monday on the Chinese 
exclusion act was that it is constitutional, 
and unregistered Chinamen must go. 
Justices Fuller, Field, and Brewer dis- 
sented. Justice Field denounced as des- 
potic and dangerous the power claimed to 
deport friendly aliens in time of peace. 
China will no doubt retaliate. 


Ar Easton, Pa., Rev. James McGeveran, 
of St. Bernard’s Catholic church, created 
a sensation in his congregation by admin- 
istering at the services severe rebukes to 
some of the young women of the church 
who were receiving attentions from young 
men beyond the pale of the denomination. 
He warned these girls to refuse attentions 


from these young men or suffer excom- 
munication. 


Unver the law to take effect July 1st in 
South Carolina, a majority of the freehold 
voters of a community must sign the ap- 
plication of anyone to be a state dispenser 
of liquor, and the applicant must be a 
teetotaler. As Charleston’s population of 
65,000 contains 1,519 freehold voters, 760 
must sign an application. The present 
liquor-dealers design to persuade these 
persons not to sign. 


Army, the murderer of Christie War- 
den, awaiting execution in the Concord, 
N. H., jail, has received a book from 
Congressman Morse, of Massachusetts. 
The book relates the intercourse between 
a condemned murderer named Hersey and 
one pious Dr. Nehemiah Adams, under 
whose counsels the murderer before death 
“ gave pleasing evidence of repentance 
and conversion.” Morse wrote: ‘‘In this 
little book the plan of salvation is made 
very plain. Like this man Hersey, by 
repentance and faith in the Lord Jesus 
Christ you may exchange a prison cell in 
Concord, N. H., for a home in heaven, 
because Jesus Christ died for sinners.” 


CARLYLE Harris, the wife-poisoner, 
executed in New York, was asked by his 
mother if the report that he had scoffed at 
religion was true. ‘*‘No, mother,” said 
he, ‘‘it is a downright falsehood. I never 
scoffed at religion in all my life, and should 
be unlikely to do so now.” The prison 
chaplain says: ‘‘He accepted the broad 
fundamental principles of religion, such 
as the existence of aGod.” The Catholic 
priest Van Renssalaer had this conversa- 
tion with a reporter: ‘‘Yes, it is true,” 
said the father, ‘‘Car] died in the faith 
of our mother church.” ‘‘Was he bap- 
tized?” ‘Yes, I baptized him conditionally, 
he having previously been baptized in the 
Episcopal faith” ‘‘And you confessed 
him?” ‘Yes. I received his confessionand 
granted him absolution.” ‘‘ But he spent 
his last hour praying with an Episcopal 
clergyman.” ‘‘ Which assuredly was good 
for his soul, for he was praying to the 
God_ we all worship.” ‘‘When did you 
first learn that Harris wished to be received 
into the Catholic church?” ‘I think 
it was shortly after he was resentenced. 
His mother came to me and told me that 
Carl would like to see me. I called upon 
him in the Tombs, and the boy then as- 
sured me that he had come to the conclu- 
sion that the Roman Catholic faith was 
the only true faith and the only one in 
which he could find true repose. I talked 
to him then and afterward, long and ear- 
nestly, and the more I knew the lad the 
more convinced I became that he was 
sincere in his professions, and that he 
longed for that peace which the church 
alone can giv.” 


A - Judok: Thus sath the Lord of thee, Zedekia efore his eyes: ++ +e 
ess x a ave aie suave + ps Then he put out the eyes of Zedehkrah : and 
But thou shalt die m peace,” ete, ete, . Pe ie ie ob bound him in chains, and carried. 
y= evre. XXXIV. A, 5 == oe P| him to Babylon, and put Aim in prison fede 


z -E - ime the day of his death i. Jere. Lu. 10.11. = 


Vet hear the word of the Lord, O Zedekiah, <3 And the kin of Babylon slew the sors oF 


aunt 
mean 
i 
ENNS 


SAAANA 
TALNA 


j EAGLE BRAND. 


-— THE BEST—— 


ROOFING 


Is unequaled for house, barn, factory, or out- 
buildings, and costs half the price of shingles, 
tio, or iron. It is ready for use, and is easily ap- 
plied by anyone, Send stamp for samples, and 
state size of roof. 


EXCELSIOR PAINT AND ROOFING CO, 
Dept. 10, 155 Duane St., New York. 
13618 


ACENTS WANTED. 


want agents to sell our rare Mexican Cactus 
and ¢ oins: wn eee threo different Binds of 
or $1, and one coin wi 5 
saNddress TEXAS CACTUS COMPANY, 
- H. G. STILLWELL, Manager, 
208 San Antonio St., 
ati? El Paso, Texas. 


WIZARDS MABIG FURSE, 


The most bewildering illusion dis- 
covered inthiscentury! 4 very strong 
purse of the finest dressed kid strongly 
sewed and beautifully embroidered. 
(Reguiargoods Otequal quality sell for 
50c. to 76c.) Comprises 3 pockets, which 
we GUARANTEE no one can open in 3 
hours without knowing the secret. It 
has baffled all experts in puzzledom. 
A great novelty, a wonderful mystery 
anda useful article, allinone, Your 
re An money and secrets are safe inside this 

Purse! Satisfacion Guaran teed. 
Sample with secret in sented envelope post paid with Catalogue 
of 1000 useful articles, 25e; 3 for Ge; 6 for $1.00, $1.80 Doz. 
E. H. INGERSOLL & BRO, 65 Cortlandt st., Ne Ye 
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THE SABBATH. 


By M. FARRINGTON. 
A Thorough Examination and Ref- 
utation of the Claims of the 
Sabbatarians. 


Price, - - 7 - ~ wWeents. 


“A Digest of Science.” 


THE DYNAMIC THEORY OF LIFE AND MIND: 


An attempt to show that all Organic Beings are both Con- 
structed and Operated by the Dynamic Agencies 
of their respective Environments, 


By JAMES B. ALEXANDER. 


Over 400 illustrations, 87 chapters, 1,067 pages, and a 3-column index of 11 pages. 
_ Price, express prepaid by us, only $2.75. 


i the field covered by thousands of books, such as those of the 
Mie ER A Phone ayors to embrace, ‘International Scientific Series,” etc., by bringing together, in 
simple and direct form, with proper correspondence between them, all of the known factors con- 
tributing toward the origin and evolution of organic beings. 


Do you wish to be well informed? THEN READ A CHAPTER OR VERSE DAILY FROM THIS BIBLE OF 
SOIENGE! 


i ini i i i 3 h-ship” (worship) nature 
Tt is entertaining as well as enlightening, and will lead you to` wort 
—t. e., appreciate the worth of the Universal Mother. 


You must own this book some day: why not NOW? 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


WAS ABRAHAM LINCOLN 
A SPIRITUALIST? 


~OR— 


Curious Revelations From the 


Life of a Trance Medium. 
By MRS, NETTIE COLBURN MAYNARD, 


MEDICAL. 


If you need & medicine pay attention to some- 
thing which will cure you. It is known as 


The Water of Life, 


and is adapted to curing, more especially, all 
forms of Stomach, Liver. Kidney, and Bladder 
troubles. By injecting this water it will heal all 
sorts of inflammations of the internal organs, such 
cases as Piles, Typhoid and other fevers Bowel 
diseases, Uterine and other forms of Female 
Complaints. Itis a Blood Purifier, and is an ex- 
cellent remedy for Catarrh and Lung and Throat 
inflammations. It will heal the nerves, restorin 
lost vigor of mind and body, creating a goo 
appetite and producing sound sleep. It acts 
steadily upon the urine, cleansing the blood by 
means of the kidneys, and acts mildly upon the 
bowels, thereby producing bodily habits which 
are so essential to good health. This 


Water of Life 


is sold absolutely pure, as it is pumped from 
the spring, without the addition of any drug 
whatever. Itis Nature's Remedy, pure and sim-. 
ple, and nota manufactured article. The + uccess 
it has. achieved has come mostly from its friends 
who hav been cured by using it. Send for a 
pamphlet free, containing photo-engraved let- 
ters and recommendations from those who have 


Together with Portraits, Letters, and Poems. Ilus- 
trated with Engravings, and Frontispiece of Lincoln 
from Carpenter’s Portrait from life. Cloth, $1.50; 
paper, 75 cents. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER OO.. 26 Lafayette place. N. Y. 


e 


HAND-BOOK 


OF 


FREETHOUGHT. 


By W. S. BELL. 


Containing in condensed and systematized form a 
vast amount of evidence against the superstitious doc- 
trines of Christianity. As a book of reference and aid 


to all truth seekers it is invaluable. Its classification | used it, giving a forty-page history and all par- 
; of subjects makes it a hand-book. As Ingersoll said of } ticulars about this remarkable water, to 
Paine’s “Age of Reason,” it enables somebody in every village to “corner the parson.” Its wide 


incl ll the disputed points between Christianity and Freethought. Price, J. R. PERRY, Manager, 
a a eer ee sea Address HE TRUTH SEEKER, 6m1? 84 South Main Street, Wilkesbarre, Pa, 


A Journal of F reethought and Reform. 


Vol. 20. No. 21. | PUBLISHED WEEKLY.? New York, Saturday, May 27, 1893. fs LAFAYETTE rr. $3.00 Per Year. 
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THE ATTITUDE OF RELIGION TOWARD HUMAN 


Old “Testament Stories Darwin and After Darwin. 


An Exposition of the Darwinian Theory. 
By GEORGE J. ROMANES. 


© 
Comi call y Illustr ate d. A Systematic Exposition of what may be termed 
the Darwinism of Darwin, and intended to be of 


service to the general reader rather than vo pro- 
fessed naturalists. 

Mr. Romanes is well known as one of the most 
interesting of English writers upon evolution, 
besides ranking with Professor Huxley in scien- 
tific knowledge and ability. And this is a part of 

his conclusion regarding the great subject of 

IT WILL Design, to which the church so often refers: 
“Thus whether we look to the facts of adapta- 
tion or to those of beauty, everywhere through- 
out organic nature we meet with abundant 


LIBERTY. 


| IT WILL 


MAKE You 


CO R N E. R evidence of natural causation, while nowhere do 
we meet with any independent evidence of 
supernatural design... . Adaptation and 


beauty are alike receiving their explanation at 
the hands of a purely mechanical philosophy. . . 
TH E All nature has thus been transformed before the 
LA U GH . » N f view of the present generation in a manner and 
j ; to an extent that has never before been. possible; 
f > 8 , and inasmuch as the change which has taken 
4 wy place has taken place in the direction of natural- 
f : P AR S 0 N Pa ism, and this to the extent of rendering the 
(acm ‘ mechanical interpretation of nature universal, it 
is no wonder if the religious mind has suddenly 


i By WATSON HESTON. awakened to a new and a terrible force in the 
SS words of its traditional enemy—Where is now 
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New Publications. Now ENDNCAT ONE. 


THE ELIMINATOR; 
Skeleton Keys to Sacerdotal Secrets. 


“Write me no more fables, lest I be a fool and 
read the riddles awry.” 


By R. B. Westhrook, D.D., LL.B. 


CONTENTS: The Whole Truth; Sacerdotalism 
Inpeached; The Fabulous Claims of Judaism; 
Moses and the Pentateuch; Ancient Symbolism 
and Modern Literalism; Astral Keys to.Bible 
Stories; The Fable of the Fall; Search for the 
“Last Adam;” What Is Known of the New Testa- 
ment; The Drama of the Gospels; The Ideal 
Christ; Jesus_and Other Christs; A Reverent 
Critique on Jesus; A Few Fragments; Blood 
Salvation; The Things That Remain. 

Price, cloth, $1.50. Fort sale at this office. 


VALUABLE ENGLISH 
PUBLICATIONS. 


The Student’s Darwin. By Edward B. 
Aveling, D. Sc., Fellow of University College 
London. The purpose of this book is to te. 
something of Darwin’s work to those who have 
neither the time nor the opportunity to investi- 
gate it fully for themselves. 1. The Naturalist’s 

oyage Around the World. 2 Geolozical 
Works. 8 Botanical Works. 4 Zoological 
Works. _ 5. Works on Evolution. Wit 
copious index. Price, $2. 
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ing are the prop: T offspring 


ing the peculiar politics of the day. 


CONTENTS 


The Universal Aspect. 

The Earth. 

The Chemical Aspect. 

The Sun. 

Genesis—The Creation. 

Genesis—The Garden of Eden. 

The Deluge. r 

The Scriptural God—The Creation, 

The Creation of God—Abraham. 
Moses—Confirmation of the Idea of God. 
Samuel the Kingmaker. 

God Save the King. 

Jehovah Takes a Rest. 

The End of National Life. 

The Christian Era. 

Organic Life—Vegetable, 

Organic Life—Animal. A 
The Master Tissues. 


The Muscular Tissues. 
The Nervous Tissues. 


Food and Food-Substances. 
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Proving Christianity 
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Heathen Origin, 


(ILLUSTRATED.] 
Price. - - - - 81.50, 


N 
Address 
APOLLONIUS OF TYANA IDENTIFIED AS THE 
CHRISTIAN JESUS. 


An important and remarkable revelation con- 
terning the life and times of Apollonius of 
Tyana, the great sage and philosopher of the first 
century. It is here claimed that his life and 
teachings were appro riated and utilized by the 
ormulators of the Christian religion in the in- 
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The Creation of God. 


By DR. JACOB HARTMANN. 


An explanation of the origin of the God Idea, and the mental processes that led to the formation 
of idols and the worship of them. From the time of Terah’s apostasy, Abraham’s reformation and 
his banishment for heresy and blasphemy against the Cha deau idols, to Christ’s coming, the princi- 
pal characters are analyzed aud shown to be human, by thought anddeed. It is made plain that the 

eculiar phraseology, cant sayings, subterfuges, miracles, wonder-workings, and supernatural pad- 
of the then existing barbarism, ignorance, and superstition, constitut- 
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THE RESURRECTION OF JESUS. 


AN AGNOSTIC’S VIEW. 


Contents: The Christian Dogma of Salvation; The Christian’s Belief; Why Was 
the Resurrection a Secret Affair? The Age of a Story Does Not Prove Its Truth; 
Pilate’s Attempt to Save the Life of Jesus; Christ Before Herod; A New Indictment 
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tion: The Ascension; Why Did Jesus Disappear? Other Strange Phenomena; The 


Chief Priests Did Not Believe in Resurrection; What Became of the Roman Guards? 
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Some Handsome Premiums, 


To induce new subscriptions and 
prompt renewals on the part of our 
friends we make the following hand- 
some premium offers: 

For $5.00 we will send Taz Terura 
‘Szzxzr one year ($3.00) and “ Paine’s 
Great Works Complete” (3.00). This 
edition of Paine’s works contains a 
picture of Paine, of the statue proposed 


MOST ORIGINAL ONE! 


IN DETAIL: 
Elimination of Waste Substances, to be erected in Chicago, and of his 
i Ta General... {monument in New Rochelle. . 
By the Skin. | For $5.00 we will send Tax Trura 


‘Digestion and Nutrition. 

The Elementary Substances. 

Alcohol and Its Effects on the System. 
The Soul—What Is It? 


Sin and Salvation. 
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Rational Review. f 
Visions—Bible Dreams—Revelations. 
The Planetary Gods. 
Every Man His Own God. aa 
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Tables {Gatewaye to em They Spring. 

The Non Credo. 


Srexer one year ($3.00) and “The 
World’s Sages, Thinkers, and Reform- 
ers” ($3.00). By D. M. Bennett. 

For $4.50 we will send Tus Trova 
SEEKER one year ($3) and “The 
Freethinker’s Pictorial Text-Book” in 
cloth ($2.50). 

For $4 we will send Taz Trora 
SEEKER one year ($3) and “The Free- 


The Mind. 


Rules for Human Conduct. | thinker’s Pictorial Text-Book” in 
ILLUSTRATIONS. boards ($2). 


Map of the Intellectual Faculties—Tke Mind. 
Map of Theological Retrogression. 


Map of the Deluge and Garcen of Eden. For $4 we will send Tas Trura 


Szexzr one year ($3) and a copy of 
“Old Testament Stories Comically 
Dilustrated ” in cloth covers ($1.50). 

For $3.50 we will send Tus Trors 
Szexzr one year ($3) and “Old Testa- 
ment Stories Comically Ilustrated ” in 
board covers ($1). 

For $7.00 we will send Tux Taura 
Sxzxer one year ($3.00) and the 
“Gods and Religions of Ancient and 
Modern Times” ($5.00), by D. M. 
Bennett. In two volumes. Vol. I 
gives a full account of all the gods the 
nations of the earth have worshiped, 
including Jehovah, Satan, the Holy 
Ghost, Jesus Christ, Virgin Mary, and 
the Bible. 835 pages, 8vo. Vol. IL 
describes fully all religious systems of 
the world, including Judaism, Mo- 
hammedanism, and Christianity; the 
latter occupying 372 pages, being fully 


Paper, 50 Cents. 


terest of so-called Christianity. The plagiarism 
is made plain in this brief history of Apollonius, 


The Origin of the Stry; St. Pauls Account: St. Paul’s Conversion; A Modern 


gone into. 949 pages. 


especia M in view of the historical references and 
comments thereon. It is quite evident that, to 
conceal the plagiarism, the name of Apollonius 
was suppressed. 

Price, 15 cents. 


Example; The Romau Governors and the Resurrection Story; The Testimony of 


Contemporaneous Writers; Miracle-Workers; Is the Resurrection Well Attested? 


This is a splendid opportunity to 
obtain books which every Liberal de- 
sires to have at an exceedingly low 
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Author of “The Bible and Evolution.” 
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‘Price, cloth, 75 cents; paper, 40 cents. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York City. 


price. Old and new subscribers can 
avail themselvs of it, and we shall be 
glad if our present readers will call 
the attention of their friends to the 
values offered. 
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ee i H bd SHALL THE BIBLE BE READ 
Christianity and Evolution, sais nay Reamer ree 
J. M Wammes aretace b OF Freethinker. PYRE, WestbrokiA:M, 


Third Thousand, 
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[Instead of a Book. 
By A Man Too Busy to Write One. 


Cullea from the Writings of B. R. Tucker. 


Price, 10 cents: 


Hard Knocks 
at Christianity. 


By R. WHEELER. 


This book is just what its title implies_thump- 
ing whacks at superstition. It deals with the 
effect of Christianity on the world, showing 
what Christians have done to advance their relig- 
ion and impede the progress of man. It shows 
that Jesus was a false prophet, tzat the gospels 
are not authentic, and that Christianity is a bor- 
rowed system of religion. That the Bible is not 
in accord with Science, that the atonement 
scheme is futile and foolish, and that religion is 
not areal benefit to man, 

Price, 20 cents, six for $1. 
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“INFIDELS AND CHARITY.” 


„À Leaflet showing that the oft-repeated Chris- 
tian statement that Infidels do not contribute 
to nor found charities is a falsehood. Itought to 
be widely circulated to meet the calumny. Price, 
5 cents; 50 cents a dozen. Address THE TRUTH 
SEEKER, 28 Lafayette place, New York. 


RELIGION NOT HISTORY. 


Examination of the Morals and History 
of the New Testament. 
By Pror, F. W. HEWMAN, Price 2% sents. 


This is a big book of over 500 pages, and sets 
forth the principles of Philosophical Anarchy. 
In fact, it is the Creed, by the veritable John 
Calvin, of that cult. Mr. Tucker is a mental 
plumb-line hewer, and has the least regard for 
where the chips fall of any one of the writers of 
that careless camaraderte. Anyone wanting to 
know what the thinking Anarchists think, and 
why they think that way, will have to get one of 
these books in order to know. 


Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
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ritten in his happiest and most 
ant way, and is the best of -all his splendid 
Address 


works. Price, 25 cents. 
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“With Daughter's Babe Upon 
His Knees.” 


Photograph of Colonel Ingersoll, with his 
grandohiid Ta his lap, a delicate little souvenir of 
merica’s greatest orator and Freedom’s greatest 
champion st home, may be had atthis office fòr 


GOVERNWENT ANALYZED. 


By COL. JOHN R KBLSO. 


Contents: Derivations and Definitions of 
Political Terms; Various Forms of Government; 
General Principles of Government; Functions 
of Goyernment: Origin of Government; Declara- 
tion of Independence; Articles of Confederation; 
Defects of the Confederation; Formation of the 
Constitution of the United States; Taxation; 
Tariff for Protection; War; Punishment; Mar- 
riage; Religion; Prohibition; Money; What a 
Government Should Be, 

Those who know Col. Kelso’s keen analytical 
power, as shown in his “Bible Analyzed” and 
“ Deity Analyzed,” will realize that in ** Govern- 
ment Analyzed” they will hav the bedrock of 
human authority_exposed, and will learn what 

overnment is. Whether they will agree with 

is statement of what government is depends 
[upon whether they lean to Socialistic or Anarch- 
[pue philosophy. But at all events everyone can 
learn something from this book. 
‘ Price, $1.50. Sold by THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
8 Lafayette place, New York City 
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This is the only work of its kind in the li a 
ture of Freethought. Its arguments ane liters- 
upon scientific p renology, and appeal directly 
to the reader’s sense of logic and love of justice. 
It is eloquent as well as convincing. 
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SPECIAL NOTICE.—We shall be obliged to our 
readers if they will send us the name and address of 
any Freethinker who is not a regular snbscriber. 


“Open Sundays !” 

Among the pictures that our readers will recollect 
seeing in these pages, one represents what may 
seem a peculiar thing—the business outfit, or trade 
apparatus, of a craftsman of a certain kind, open 
and in full operation on Sundays, without the 
slightest offense to the class who so sharply enforce 
the Sabbath law against every other kind of laborer. 

«Open Sundays!” is the title that we hav inscribed 
underneath it, and -the business establishment 
which is in full blast is a preacher’s mouth. 

It would be excellent if people, casting from 
their eyes the spectacles of custom which hav so 
long perverted their view, would but recognize the 
clear fact that there is one trade in the land which 
with hardihood pursues the work by which it com- 
passes its bread and butter, its roast beef and pud- 
ding, on that day whereupon all other callings are 


compelled to remain in idleness. Let the people 


recognize, too, that the very reason why the other 


callings are compelled to idleness is that this one 


calling has corruptly secured the aid of the govern- 
ment to suppress them, in order that it may hav a 
monopoly of the day and engross all the spendings 
of the people thereon to its own pocketbooks. How 
monstrous a violation would this appear to the peo- 
ple, could they but once get to see it in a new and 
unbiased light, of the principle of “ Equal rights to 
all, special privilege to none!” Unparalleled out- 
rage would it seem. Flagrant usurpation! Abuse 
detestable and intolerable! 

The view of the matter which we hav presented 
above was, we are pleased to note, expressed by the 
counsel in alatelaw-case in Maryland. At Chester- 
ton, in that state, the case of the State against J. 

-W. Judefind, who was convicted for working on 
Sunday before Justice Wilkins some time ago, came 
up in the circuit court on appeal. Mr. Jude- 
find belongs to the Seventh Day Adventists, 
who observe Saturday and not Sunday as the weekly 
holy day. To the various constitutional objections to 
the statute which were advanced by Mr. Ringgold, 
counsel for the state made no reply. The Rev. Mr. 
Roe, one of the principal witnesses for the prosecu- 
tion, was asked by Mr. Ringgold, one of the de- 
fendant counsel, whether he was not carrying on 
his own regular work, by which he earns his bread 
and butter, when he was driving to a meeting and 
passed Mr. Judefind’s place on the Sunday on which 
he said he saw Mr. Judefind carrying on his regular 
work and earning his bread and butter. After 


some hesitation, Mr. Roe admitted that he was en- 
gaged in his regular occupation by which he earns 
his living, but went on to say that his duties. 
were religious, but he was interrupted by Mr. 
Ringgold, who told him that if he would confine 
himself to facts, the court could be depended upon 
to do whatever considering might be necessary. 
Among other objections Mr. Ringgold made to 
the law was that he observed with regret that 
not only the preachers but the magistrates and 
constables of Kent county were in the habit of 
working on Sunday, as it appeared from the records 
in the case before the court that the warrant was 
issued and served on Sunday. The court took the 
papers and reserved decision. 


and unclouded view of this point. 
of the Sunday question does not, as they hav here- 
tofore imagined, call for any reasonings sentimental, 
or of a special ethical character, or of any kind dif- 
fering from those involved in any every-day ques- 


Let people, we again and again ask, take a clear 
Consideration 


tion of business and of civil equity. The plain fact 
is only that, in obedience to the law of selfishness 
by which each trade strives for especial advantage 
and undue. prerogativ, that one trade the clerical 
has won the privilege of monopoly of one day in the 
week to the exclusion of other trades. Through 
influence given it over rulers by means of its sup- 
posed power in a supernatural future, one trade 
has selfishly, unjustly, and corruptly obtained laws 
that it, and it alone, shall fatten its lazy sides and 
adorn its luxurious homes by being, while all rival 
attractions are shut, open Sundays. 


One of Christianity’s Anti-Natural Teachings. 

That Christ’s teachings were essentially anti- 
natural, adverse to the proper and necessary pro- 
pensities of nature, is a fact that was impressed on 
British people a few days ago by a law-suit at New- 
castle, England. This suit was brought by a wife 


against her husband for the maintenance of herself 


and her child. The husband belongs to a religious 
order styled the Rayburn Pilgrims. Celibacy is 
one of the cardinal rules of the order, and the hus- 
band in this case justified his desertion in a letter 
to his wife, in which he said: 

“ You already know it is my aim to conform my life to 
the teaching and example of Christ, and my convictions 
are such that I feel called of God to liv a life of purity 
for him. Our living together as husband and wife would 
be a violation of these convictions and in direct dis- 
obedience to the will of God. Therefore I cannot, under 
any circumstances, consent that we should liv together 
again as aforementioned, but am perfectly willing, and 
always hav been, to liv as brother and sister, provided 
you allow me religious freedom and liberty of conscience 
toward God and myself. : 

“This course you hav persistently refused to accept. 
Hence I hav no alternativ but to pursue the course I 
hav hitherto adopted.” 

Aiter the case had been settled by an order for 
the husband to pay $3 weekly, Judge Seymour ex- 
pressed to him, at considerable length, the 
« detestation and contempt” in which he held him. 
We hav to say that this detestation and contempt 
is equally merited by every genuin Christian. For 
everyone who attempts to institute an actual and 
uncompromising conformity of society to Christian 
principles, essays to bring about a state in which 
all shall be like this one husband. The early 
Christians, the founders of the church, interpreted 
Christ’s teachings to enjoin absolute abstainment 
from sexual intercourse. This abstinence was made 
the chief text of the “‘unworldliness” by which the 
Novatians, the Marcionites, and the self-mutilating 
Origenes hoped to reach heaven. Strict seclusion 
from the opposit sex was the custom. Castration 
was the usual penalty of violation of the vow to ob- 


serve this sequestration. 
often practiced to avert even the awakening of the 
instinct. 
shunning, hermits or anchorites sprang up every- 
where. 
present day in the Catholic doctrins of the su- 
perior worthiness of the life of monks and nuns, 
and the celibacy of the clergy. 


This mutilation was also 
Society-shunning, especially women- 


This anti-natural notion has continued to the 


Christ implies superior merit in extinction of the 


sexual instinct by his allusions to “eunuchs for the 
kingdom of heaven’s sake,” and to the saints “ who 
neither marry nor are given in marriage,” as well as 
by the example of his personal asceticism. Paul 
distinctly enunciates that marriage is only a less 
evil, a compromise with the passions of the unre- 
generate, which perfect virtue should forbear to 
gratify. 
touch a woman; nevertheless, to avoid . . - ,” 


“Tt is,” he says, “good for a man not to 
’ 

etc. 
The preposterous and insulting Christian doc- 
trin that we are considering was advanced by 


‘Cardinal Manning in his discussion with Colonel 


Ingersoll. Nothing on the subject better than the 
latter’s reply will ever be written. It was, in part: 
“The cardinal takes the ground that celibacy is far 
better than marriage—holier than a sacrament— 
that marriage is not the highest state, but that ‘the 
state of virginity unto death is the highest condi- 
tion of man and woman.’ The church 
taught the uncleanness of marriage, and insisted 
that all children were conceived in sin. This 
church pretended to hav been founded by one who 
offered a reward in this world, and eternal joy in 
the next, to husbands who would forsake their 
wives and children and follow him. Did this tend 
to the elevation of woman? Did this detestable 
doctrin ‘create the purity and peace of domestic 
life? Is it true that a monk is purer than a good 
and noble father ?—that a nun is holier than a loving 
mother? 

«Js there anything deeper and stronger than a 
mother’s love? Is there anything purer, holier, 
than a mother holding her dimpled babe against 
her billowed breast ? 

“The good man is useful, the best man is the 
most useful. Those who fill the nights with barren 
prayers and holy hunger, torture themselvs for 
their own good and not for the benefit of others. 
They are earning eternal glory for themselvs—they 
do not fast for their fellow-men—their selfishness 
is equaled only by their foolishness. Compare the 
monk in his selfish cell, counting beads and saying 
prayers for the purpose of saving his barren soul, 
with a husband and father sitting by his fireside 
with wife and children. Compare the nun with the 
mother and her babe. 

“Celibacy is the essence of vulgarity. It tries to 
put a stain upon motherhood, upon marriage, upon 
love—that is to say, upon all that is holiest in the 
human heart. Take love from the world, and there 
is nothing left worth living for. The church has 
treated this great, this sublime, this unspeakably 
holy passion, as though it polluted the heart. It 
has placed the love of God above the love of 
woman, above the love of man. Human love is 
generous and noble. The love of God is selfish, 
because man does not love God for God’s sake, but 
for his own. 

« This prelate insists that celibacy is far better 
than marriage. If the world could be induced to 
liv in accordance with the ‘highest state,’ this 
generation would be the last. Why were men 
and women created? Why did not the Catholic 
God commence with the sinless and the sexless? 
The cardinal ought to take the ground that to talk 
well is good, but that to be dumb is the highest 
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condition; that hearing is a pleasure, but that 
` deafness is ecstasy; and that to think, to reason, is 
very well, but that to be a Catholic is far better.” 


ee ee ee 
Pietists Ask for National Troops to Compel 
Observance of Their Holy Day. 

On Tuesday, the 16th inst., the local board of di- 
rectors of the Columbian Exposition performed 
what was deemed a bold act. They went beyond 
their previous action of ordering the grounds open 
on Sunday though the buildings should be closed, 
which deed in itself had sufficiently angered the na- 
tional commission. They voted almost unanimously 
to return to the United States government its ap- 
propriation of $1,929,120, made Aug. 5, 1892, in aid 
of the enterprise, if it should demand it, thus free- 
ing the directory from the obligation imposed by 
the act, and enabling it to open both the grounds 
and buildings on Sunday. This action was to go 
to the national commission on the morrow for ap- 
proval. That body, with the oversensitivness 
which has marked its entire existence, thought that 
the directory in its previous action had exceeded its 
authority. To avoid any appearance of friction, 
the resolutions, which are given in full below, were 
passed. These resolutions weré sent to the na- 
tional commission. The amount stated in the reso- 
lutions as that to be returned to the government on 
demand is $1,929,120, instead of $2,500,000, the 
original amount of the appropriation in souvenir 
fifty-cent coins, because the government held back 
a part of the appropriation by an act of March 3, 
1893, to pay the expenses of the making of awards. 
This withdrawal of a portion of the original appro- 
priation, seven months after it was made, and 
when the Exposition authorities had figured on 
securing the total amount, and arranged their 
scheme of finances, was felt by everybody connected 
with the Exposition to be a breach of faith on the 
part of the government. A number of officials be- 
lieved that they were under no further obligations 
to keep the Fair closed. But, rather than hav any 
controversy in the future, it was decided to provide 
for refunding the government appropriation. It 
will be noticed that this is to be done “if de- 
manded” by the government. It is possible that 
no demand will be made by Congress, but the di- 
rectory is not figuring on this. It is believed that 
the large numbers of people who will visit the Fair 
on Sunday will pay in more than enough money to 
make good the amount. At the meeting Director- 
general Davis was present, but was excused from 
voting. He expressed himself as opposed to re- 
funding the appropriation, because he believed the 
government had violated its contract. Mayor Har- 
rison attended for the first time since he became a 
director. He left before the vote was taken, but 
said he wanted the Fair open, and thought the plan 
of giving back the money a good one. The vote 
stood 34 to 2, the dissenting directors being Victor 
F. Lawson, publisher of the Daily News, and I. N. 
Camp. The resolutions follow: 


‘‘Waereas, A recent action of this board in regard to 
the admission of the public on Sundays to the grounds 
surrounding the Exposition has made manifest a wide- 
spread demand that the main buildings of the Exposition 
should also be opened; and 

‘“WueErzEas, This board believes that the welfare of the 
public, especially of the wage-workers, will be promoted 
by permitting the people to enter the entire Exposition 
on Sunday, and that a large majority of the people of 
the country demand this privilege; and 

‘‘ WHEREAS, We believe that the Congress of the United 
States by the act of March 3, 1893, withdrawing over one- 
fifth of the entire appropriation made in aid of the World’s 
Columbian Exposition, has thereby removed all obliga- 
tions on the part of this corporation to comply with the re- 
` quirements of the act of August 5, 1892; nevertheless, we 
propose to return the amount received, as hereinafter 
provided. Now, therefore, be it 

‘“ Resolved, That both the Exposition buildings and 
grounds should be opened during Sundays of the Exposi- 
tion; that the operation of the machinery in Machinery 
Hall should be suspended as far as practicable; that all 
exhibitors and employees be relieved from duty on that 
day, except so far as their presence ig essential to the 
protection of life and property; that there should be re- 
ligious services and sacred music in Choral and Music 
Halls. The board believes that such a policy would be a 
full recognition of the American Sabbath. 

** Resolved further, That in case the above is carried 
into effect, this corporation pledges and obligates itself 
to return to the government on demand that portion of 


case was not handled promptly. . 


the appropriation received by virtue of the act of August, 
1892, to wit, the sum of $1,929,120 from and out of the 
net receipts of this corporation after the payment of all 
just and valid debts and obligations and before any pay- 
ments shall be made to the stockholders of the city of 
Chicago. Be it also 

“ Resolved, That the rules should be so amended as to 
be consistent with and to enable the execution of the pro- 
visions of these resolutions, and that the same be certified 
to the national commission.” 


the Exposition fence?” As he spoke, the mayor 
pointed to the west side of Stony Island avenue, 
which is fringed. with saloons. The mayor went 
on: “Do you want to take all privileges from the 
poor man that works six days of the week, obeying 
his creator when he said, ‘Six days shalt thou 
labor? Shall he not hav the time to come here to 
the World’s Fair on Sunday? The churches are 
closed to him. Not one man in a thousand can go 
to a church on Sunday. Do you not want the 
World’s Fair open on Sunday? I will put it toa 
vote. All in favor of an open Fair will please rise.” 
Everyone present, to the number of several thou- 
sand, arose and cheered heartily. The board of na- 
tional commissioners, the members of which were 
presentas guests of honor, also arose, but when the 
others sat down the commissioners did not. They 
looked angrily around, and, putting on their hats, 
strode solemnly back to the Administration Build- 
ing, where they resumed the business they had 
broken off in order to go over to the Illinois Build- 
ing and assist Governor Altgeld and others to dedi- 
cate it. Soangry were they, that they did not even 
stop to eat any of the good lunch the state of Il- 
linois had caused to-be spread for the guests. It 
is putting it somewhat mildly to say that the com- | 
missioners were mad. They were furious. 

On Saturday, the 20th inst., the local directory 
assembled and enacted that whereas their Sunday- 
opening rule 
‘thas been duly certified to the World’s Columbian 
Exposition Commission for such modification, if any, as 
that body may desire to wake under the law; and 

‘‘Wuereas, Said commission has not yet reached defi- 
nit action, therefore be it 

“ Resolved, That, in order to avoid action that may 
anywhere be characterized as precipitate, the operation 
of the rule above referred to be suspended for one week, 
and that on Sunday, May 21st, the gates be closed.” 

Accordingly, last Sunday the Fair was tight 
closed. There was no riotous demonstration as on 
the preceding Sunday. But thousands of men and 
women wandered aimlessly up and down the thor- 
oughfares outside the World’s Fair grounds, 
peering wistfully through the closed gates of 
the White City and murmuring regrets at their in- 
ability to gain admittance. Men kept their tempers, 
evidently buoyed by the hkelief that that would be 
the last day of Sunday-closing. It was by far the 
largest Sunday turning-out since the exhibition 
opened. From early morning until dark the ele- 
vated road, the cable lines, the steamers, and the 
suburban trains poured a continuous stream of hu- 
manity into the streets surrounding the grounds. 
The pressure was in a large measure doubtless due 
to an ill-defined hope that the closing order might 
be revoked during the day. The crowd had money, 
and, unable to spend it inthe Fair grounds, made 
its way to haunts of debauchery; and another chap- 
ter was added to the history of humanity being 
forced into low activities because of ecclesiastics hav- 
ing closed the higher out of jealous fear of rivalry 
of their own attractions. 

At this stage the directors and the public were 
getting along bravely in plans for enjoying an open 
Fair on the next Sunday at any rate. The press 
expressed these expectations and intentions in 
many passages like this from the Chicago Herald: 


When, on the following day, these resolutions 
were communicated to the national commission, that 
body referred them to its judiciary committee. 
For the next two days, while this judiciary com- 
mittee was deliberating and the nations] commis- 
sion awaiting its decision before taking formal ac- 
tion, the commissioners individually expressed 
opinions adverse to Sunday opening. There was, 
to judge from the comments made, no ground for 
hoping that the commissioners would adopt the 
opening rule. Nearly all declared that the Fair 
would be closed on Sunday unless the courts should 
declare the law unconstitutional. It appeared to 
be the general sentiment that if the directors saw 
fit to open the gates on Sunday anyhow the com- 
mission could itself do nothing, but it would then 
rest with the president to see that the law of Con- 
gress was enforced. So far as paying back the 
money was concerned, the commission could not 
take it for granted that the money would be paid 
until it had absolute guarantee that it would 
be. The local directors hav not offered to giv any 
guarantee. 

It was stated that the Fair has no power to giv 
money which was appropriated for its use back to 
the government any more than a Congressman has 
the power to giv back his salary. Some of the 
members of the commission insisted that if the 
directory opens the gates without the consent of 
the commission, the president will send United 
States troops to close them. 

Then, too, the squabble over Musical Director 
Thomas seemed likely to make trouble. The com. 
missioners threatened to side-track the Sunday- 
opening resolution by sending it through all the 
committees and councils and boards, if the Thomas 


On ihursday, the 18th, the judiciary committee 
made a report, but it was only on the directory’s 
action of the previous week. For consideration of 
the bold directory’s latest move this committee said 
it should require till some time on the following 
week—. e., the week from the 21st to the 28th inst. 
Commissioner Massey denied that the judiciary 
committee had wasted any time. ‘There are grave 
questions of law involved in the Sunday-closing 
question, and these cannot be rushed through,” 
said he. 

On the same day, the 18th, an unexpected inci- 
dent fell out, that angered the national commission 
more than before, and, it is to be feared, set them 
all the more strongly against yielding. They were 
present at the dedication of the Illinois Building. 
Near the close of the exercises Mayor Carter Har- 
rison was making a speech. A messenger pushed 
his way to the stage and handed a note to him. It 
read: ‘Call for a rising vote on the Sunday-open- 
ing question.” The mayor read the note, hesitated 
a little, and then, in his most dramatic manner, 
said: “My Friends: Yonder Horticultural Hall 
presents to the eye a beauty that will cultivate the 
heart and never debase the soul. In this art gal- 
lery there is a magic work of man that will cultivate 
the heart and brain and never debase the soul; but 
yonder, beyond those gates, are buildings erected 
for saloons, where diluted poisons are poured down 
men’s throats.” He then praised the local directors 
upon their attitude in regard to Sunday opening. 
The mayor complimented them upon their loyalty 
to the interests of the Fair and the city, the labor- 
ing people and the country generally, in returning 
the appropriation to the government in order that 
there should be no obstacle in the way of Sunday 
opening, and, pointing to the Exposition buildings 
on all sides, exclaimed: “Is it not better that the 
workingmen of the city and country should be al- 
lowed to enjoy all the beauties of this place on the 
holy Sabbath day than to be compelled to pass their 
time at the many places of resort on the outside of 


* The directors need not be concerned about boycott 
threats. Let them pay heed to their law adviser and go 
ahead. If the United States asa government shall oppose 
their determination to admit the people of Chicago to 
their own grounds in Jackson park, even by paying a fee, 
let the initiativ of proceedings to keep the people out of 
their own be on the United States. Grover Cleveland is 
president. The proceedings, if any be taken, must 
originate in a department presided over by a member of 
his cabinet. It is not likely that the attorney-general 
will institute action in so grave a matter without con- 
sultation with the president. The people of the United 
States who elected Grover Cleveland will be amazed if 
by his orders action essentially bigoted, cruel, and re- 
actionary, shall be taken by District-Attorney Milchrist 
against the directory of the World’s Columbian Exposi- 
tion.” 


But very soon all this bright prospect was over- 
clouded. Dispatches from Washington put a 
damper upon the enthusiasm of the directors and 
other Sunday openers, and the opinion was that it 
is hardly probable that the gates will ever be open 
on the first day of the week. Jt was learned that 
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Attorney-General Olney had sent instructions to 
United States Attorney Milchrist to enforce the 
law should the directors attempt to open the Fair 
gates on Sunday, which show how the chief law 
officer of the government stands. Mr. Olney says 
the law is plain that the gates shall be closed on 
Sunday, and that is the end of it. At this news 
both the directors and the national commission- 
ers began to feel that they hav no voice whatever 
in opening the gates on the prohibited day, as the 
government had announced its intention of seeing 
that they are kept shut. The national commission- 
ers hav been informed that their sole duty in the 
premises is to make such rules and regulations as 
will tend to the keeping of the gates closed, and 
not to dillydally with any sort of measures which 
hav in view their opening. Presently, however, 
the directors in a measure recovered their spirits 
and some expressions were heard of-intention to 
open the gates whatever happened. Thus the case 
stands, and the outcome is unforeseeable. 

The Trade and Labor Assembly at Chicago spoke 
a bold and commendable word last Sunday. Speak- 
ing on a resolution favoring Sunday opening, 
President Linehan said: 


ligious Congress of the World’s Fair, hav withdrawn 
the acceptance of the invitation to the Baptist de- 


Sunday. Again, the following telegram was sent 
from Boston to the guardians of Liberty Bell at 
Chicago: 


National Sabbath Closing Committee I urge withdrawal 
of the republic’s birthday bell in case directors persist in 
rebellion against its Sabbath-closing law. Liberty has 
no fellowship with anarchy, but is wedded to the Sabbath. 


been requested to order the bell out as soon as the 
law is violated. The Presbyterian general assembly 
at Washington has thus expressed itself : 


the Christian and law-abiding sentiment of the nation 
against the opening of the Columbian Exposition at 
Chicago on the Lord’s day. We appeal to the national 
commissioners to assert their rightful authority to pre- 
vent the local directory from opening the Exposition gates 
on that day, and we respectfully invoke the coöperation 
of the national executiv in the enforcement of all laws de- 


will be more than a temporary hope and illusion, 


visionaries to the contrary notwithstanding. 
nomination to participate in the Congress. The 


committee’s action is taken in view of the determi- 
nation of the directory to throw open the gates on 


As we go to press a telegram from Josephine §S. 
Tilton, dated Boston, announces the death of Ezra 
H. Heywood, of Princeton, Mass. No details are 
given except that the funeral is arranged for 
Thursday afternoon at Boston. It is only a few 
days ago that Mr. Heywood was in this office, in 
apparent good health, cheerful to jocoseness. At 
his labor convention, however, he caught cold and 
was prevented from attending one or two sessions. 
His death is evidently due to the results of this 
seemingly trifling illness preying upon a frame and 
constitution weakened by incarceration in a Massa- 
chusetts jail at the instigation of Anthony Com- 
stock, compassed by a trick of a subservient pietist 
postmaster. It is almost murder. 

E. H. Heywood was born Sept. 29,1829. Reared 
in the strictest school of Calvinistic theology, to 
emerge into the realms of mental light and freedom 
he had to pass through earnest and protracted 
mental struggles. His Christian faith was early 


“As Pennsylvanian, American, and chairman of the 


**Wipor F. Crarts.” 
Governor Pattison of Pennsylvania has also 


‘ Resolved, That this assembly protest in behalf of 


signed or calculated to secure that end. 

‘* Resolved, That a copy of this resolution be com- 
municated to.the president of the United States and to 
the Honorable T. W. Palmer, president of the World’s 


Fair commission.” i 

The Evangelical Alliance at Boston has sent a long 
telegram to Attorney-General Olney asking him to 
invoke the authority of the courts to keep the 
World’s Fair closed on Sunday. The telegram 


shaken by the perusal of Garrison’s Liberator 
and Theodore Parker’s inimitable “Discourses on 
Religion.” He soon became disgusted with the 
Christian clergy as mediums of thought, and the 
imperfect borrowed system which they promulgated. 
He also became indignant with the equivocal posi- 
tion which the clergy occupied toward such reforms 
as anti-slavery and temperance, and the tendency 


_ ** When efforts were being made to raise money for the 

Fair, promises were made the workingmen of Chicago 
that the Fair would be open on Sundays. Hundreds of 
workingmen in’ Chicago hav contributed. to the Fair 
stock subscriptions, according to their means, and their 
wishes should be as much consulted as those of any other 
subscribers. 

‘I propose that we say to the Fair authorities: ‘We 
are willing to pay fifty cents each to get into the Exvosi- 


tion on Sundays, and if you do not let us in on those 
terms we shall go in anyhow.’ Let us name a day and 
hour when we shall march to the ground and tear down 
the fence if our just demands are not acceded to.” 

The assembly decided to hold an open-air meet- 
ing on the night of the following Wednesday to 
agitate the case. 

The Sabbath associations, and the regular de- 
nominations, are everywhere in the country work- 
ing for closing. The American Sabbath Union is 
preparing a request to be mailed to every pastor in 
the land that he persuade his flock to boycott the 
Fair if it is open Sundays as an unholy affair. 
President Palmer has received bushels of protests. 
-At the Southern Baptist convention a speaker 
demanded closing “in the name of one million 
three hundred thousand communicants of the Bap- 
tist church.” The New Jersey State Epworth 
League, Methodist, declared similarly. At Wash- 
ington, Secretary Carlisle and Attorney-General 
Olney are being deluged with Sunday-closing 
letters, telegrams, and petitions. From ‘Worcester, 
Mass., alone, they hav received thirty-two separate 
protests. President Cleveland has likewise been 
bepelted with these communications. In the presi- 
dent’s batch was this one: 

“The general synod of the Reformed Presbyterian 
church in North America, now iv session in the First 
church, New York city, respectfully request that you de- 
fend the Sabbath-closing law of the Columbian Exposi- 
tion through the attorney-general.” 

Another received by the president was: 

“The First United Presbyterian church of Boston, dis- 
‘trusting both directory and commissioners, appeals to 
you to suppress Chicago nullification with Jacksonian 
firmness, and to guard the gates next Sabbath with 
troops if necessary.” . 

And another : 

“The American Sabbath Union, representing fourteen 
leading denominations, appeals to you to use your in- 
fluence and power that the laws of our country may be 
obeyed and the gates of the Columbian Exposition be 
closed on Sunday.” 

President Higinbotham of the Exposition has re- 
ceived this : 

‘Mr. H. N. Hiatnpornam, President World's Colum- 
bian Exhibition, Chicago, Ill.: I beg leave to inform you 
that advices are coming to me from local societies all 
over the United States and Canada stating their deter- 
mination to remain away from the Fair altogether if the 
gates are opened Sundays. Already thousands are at 
work securing the same decision from others. The 
Christian Endeavor societies now marshal one million 
five hundred thousand young men and women, and we 
mean to do everything in our power to prevent the dis- 
grace of the nation and the financial failure of the Ex- 
position.” 

The Rev. Drs. Lawrence, Henson, and Parker, 
the committee of the Baptist auxiliary of the Re- 


concluded thus: 

‘The presence of the United States troops at Fort 
Sheridan holds Chicago Anarchists in check. Cannot the 
administration notify the directory that those troops will 
be promptly used if necessary to maintain inviolate the 
nation’s authority and keep the Fair closed on the Lord’s 
day?” 

Leaving the above to serve as samples of the 
great multitude of bigot clamorings for which we 
cannot find space, we will note only the ridiculous 
menaces of divine vengeance. Rev. Robert Plunkett, 
of Texas, prophesies a furious and woe-working 
storm at Chicago if the Fair is opened Sundays. 
Rey. Dr. Rossiter, of New York city, says: 

“Asa result of the open and daring defiance of God I 


would not be surprised at anything that might happen to 
the Fair. I would not be surprised if an electrical storm, 


the like of which the world has never known, should with 


flashing lightning and tremendous winds level those 
mighty buildings to the ground and leave Jackson park, 
Chicago, a frightful and appalling evidence of the just 
wrath of God.” 


Freethinkers, speak to your acquaintances on the 
spurious paternity of what is called the Christian 
Sabbath, and on the injustice of enforcing its ob- 
servance ; and distribute literature on these themes. 

A Truth To Be Impressed on the Mind. 

A subscriber living in Wyoming, in à discouraged 
and discouraging letter says: 


“I must ask you to discontinue my paper. I will try 
my best to send you the subscription due this pay-day. 
I hay spent time and money in the Populist party move- 
ment—attended all the national conventions at Cincin- 
nati, St. Louis, Omaha, and our own state convention, 
believing the people would do something for themselvs— 
but hav once more got back to first principles, and that 
is, so long as they are not mentally free there is little 
hope of seeing them anything but physical slaves.” 

Thus is the great lesson again enforced—truth 
makes man free, but freedom comes not to mental 
serfs. Reforms make no substantial progress 
among devotees of superstition. They cannot, or 
dare not, think for themselvs. There is an ortho- 
doxy in government as well as in religion, and it is 
the result of religion. To be politically free to 
think, even on so non-religious a subject as the 
currency question, men must be free from religion. 
The church is against all thinking. Freethought 
is for all thought, even wrong thought. There are 
thousands of Freethinkers in the Populist party, 
including the Man with the Badge-Pin, but the 
party as a party is a little more pious than either 
of the old ones, because it is not as yet politically 
respectable. But it would accomplish more if it 
had fewer pietists in the ranks. Mental freedom 
must come before industrial or economic reform 


which they exhibit to uphold the established insti- 
tutions and to oppose reforms and innovations. 
When he found the exponents of Christianity op- 
posed to progress—“a suspense of faith ”— he re- 
alized the truth of the poet’s maxim, “ Near the 
church is far from God,” and he felt forced to sep- 
arate himself from the church “to save his soul,” 
though he had prepared himself for the ministry. 
The right of the mind to dispense with a mediator, 
with second-hand truths, and to enjoy original 
relations with the source of thought and being, was 
the mainspring of his principles and purposes as a 
reformer. Hence in seeking the abolition of war, 
of the speculativ property system, of compulsory 
government, and of the current system of marriage, 
he says he “appealed from God’s wife—Mrs. 
Grundy—and from the conventional opinions and 
customs called ‘laws’ to the laws of nature,” which 
he deems to be good enough for him until better 
ones can be found or made. Mr. Heywood grad- 
uated at Brown University in 1856, and studied as 
a resident graduate two years longer. 

In 1865-6 he called the first meeting and wrote 
the first draft of declaration of sentiments and con- 
stitution of the Universal Peace Society, which still 
flourishes and has its headquarters in Philadelphia. 


In 1867 he organized in Worcester, Mass., the first 


Labor Reform League, which ultimately developed 
into New England American Labor Leagues. In 
May, 1872, Mr. Heywood issued at Worcester the 
first number of his monthly paper, the Word, which 
advocated his leading measures on labor reform, the 
abolition of interest, dividends, profits, rents, the 
tyranny of capital. the coercion of governments, the 
principle of oppression, etc. It will be seen that 
Mr. Heywood was very radical, and much in ad- 
vance of the ideas which the conservativ class hold, 
but he was honest, earnest, and sincere. He cared 
not whether a measure is popular or unpopular ; if 
he deemed it right he advocated it all the same. 
He was a genial, amiable gentleman, who was filled 
with the “milk of human kindness,” and whose 
great object was to ameliorate the ills and suffer- 
ings which bear down upon his fellow-men, and to 
remove, so far as was in his power, the impediments 
to their prosperity and happiness. It will be a long 
time before his views are generally adopted by the 
oppressipg aristocratic classes, and it will also be a 
long time before a more earnest, disinterested, and 
self-sacrificing worker is found in the field of 
reform. 

Mr. Heywood was tall and slender of frame, of 
sharp and rather delicate features, of a nervous and 
flexible temperament, animated in style, had a 
(Continued on page 328.) 
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Gommunications. 


International Congress of Freethinkers. 


The call has now been issued for this vast under- 
taking, the great gathering of Freethinkers, under 
the auspices of the Federation, and the work of ar- 
ranging the same is now fairly under progress. We 
trust that each and every Freethinker in our land, 
that every member of the Federation, and those 
connected with Freethought societies, will put their 
shoulders to the wheel and make it a gigantic suc- 
cess. We are preparing for an imposing array of 
talented speakers from various parts of Europe and 
the United States. We want this to be a repre- 
sentativ meeting, not of America slone, but of 
Universal Freethought. If every Freethinker will 
but make some small sacrifice in order to help us, 
our work will be made all the easier and success 
more certain. It is not a privilege we wish to af- 
ford you, but a duty we ask you to perform. The 
progress of the world is due to freedom of thought, 
and every individual owes to society the perform- 
ance of one duty, and that is the duty to think, and 
in this Congress of the World’s Freethinkers let us 
make it our duty to emphasize the right of Free- 
thought the world over. By this movement, in 
which such splendid work has been done by its 
leaders in the past, the leaders of the present day 
are enabled to successfully maintain their rights 
and privileges. Let us, then, make the path that 
our children shall tread more easy and more cheer- 
ful than the path we ourselvs are treading to-day. 
Each day some poor soul is confronted with ob- 
stacles in his attempts to secure liberty of thought, 

“but at last, by determination and perseverance, 
these obstacles are overcome, and a new light sud- 
denly dawns upon the once darkened intellect. We 
must endeavor, then, at this Congress to giv forth 
a new light, a light resplendent in its glory, issuing 
from the flaming torch of reason, ever shedding its 
effulgent rays, striving to pierce the inner darkness 
of some bewildered brain, giving hope where there 
was despair, happiness where once misery could be 
found, and stirring the heart with a new song of 
triumph for victories achieved. 

In the stream of life many a strong swimmer is 
disabled; the waves of uncertainty crowd upon 
him, and, driven blindly along by the current, too 
weak to swim against it, one becomes lost for the 
want of a timely help. We must try, then, to en- 
courage those in the midst of the stream, and teach 
to those who are just entering upon the way how 
to use the new art advantageously and well. 

We want help—financial help, and help in the 
work of arrangements. We would be glad to re- 
ceive any suggestions from our friends that might 
tend to assure us success. There are plenty of 
good workers in our cause, and if there ever was a 
time in the history of our cause when such help 
was needed it is now. There are others, too—many, 
I know from my experience in the lecture field— 
who will be glad to help financially, although they 
themselvs cannot attend the meeting in person. To 
these, many of whom are able, I make an urgent 
plea for the means by which we may be enabled to 
carry this work to a successful issue. 

In order to work upon this Congress the presi- 
dent and myself will be compelled to giv up the 
lecture field until the Congress is over. Our pres- 
ence is required here in the World’s Fair city, and 
nothing shall remain undone that will tend to make 
this Congress a success and an impetus to our 
cause throughout all the world. As a means to 
raise the necessary funds for this Congress we pro- 
pose to givto every Freethinker who shall sub- 
scribe the sum of $1 a silver button with the initial 
letters of the Federation thereon; to everyone sub- 
scribing the sum of $5 will be given a special 
souvenir copy of the proceedings of the Congress, 
containing & full report thereof, with list of mem- 
bers and portraits of the leading Freethinkers of 
the world; and everyone subscribing the sum of 
$25 shall be given a vice-presidency of the Congress 
and a certificate of the same. 

The time for activ work is now upon us. Delay 
at the present time will be fatal to our cause. We 
must push this meeting, and we will brook no fail- 
ure. Our cause is a glorious one indeed, well de- 
serving the support of every Liberal-minded man 
and woman in the world. To make this gathering 
a grand and imposing one none should stand aloof, 
but send in their subscriptions cheerfully and 
giadly. Your support was never solicited for a 
more worthy object, and to our many friends we 
once more make an urgent appeal for help. The 
president and myself are giving to it our time, our 
labor, and our means. We giv it ungrudgingly 
and unflinchingly, and shall feel amply repaid for 


our labors if we can only meet with deserved 
success. 

All donations and communications are to be 
addressed to me at 345 W. Randolph street, Chi- 
cago, Ill. Jonn R. CHARLESWORTH, 

Sec. Freethought Federation of America. 
S reece eee 


The Church’s Last: Insult. 


Once more the tooth and claw of monstrous 
medieval superstition reveal themselvs in the roar 
of religious bigotry against the freedom of the in- 
dividual and the enlightenment of science. 

The whole Christian church apparently is at war 
with the Columbian World’s Fair. This greatest 
of all world’s expositions; this characteristically 
American and Western embodiment of pluck, enter- 
prise, skill, and genius; this finest school of uni- 
versal education ever instituted in behalf of the 
welfare of any age, is made the target of bitter op- 
position and of a proposed Christian boycott, be- 
cause there is danger that its vast audiences, if ad- 
mitted to the grounds on Sundays, would empty 
the local churches for a period of some six months! 
Did ever churchly audacity reach higher? Did ever 
the danger of ignorance in authority and the asi- 
nin recalcitrance of religious bigotry reveal more 
monstrous proportions? 

A vast church organization, representing, as it 
claims, one million boycotters, cries out, “Close 
the World’s Fair gates on Sundays, or we'll ruin 
your treasury; shut the gates on Sundays, or we'll 
disgrace you before all the world by impoverishing 
your coffers and clogging all the wheels of your 
vast machinery; giv us a chance to keep our Sun- 
day audiences, or we'll prove to you this is a 
Christian land by showing that, if you open your 
gates, we'll shut off your gate-fees to such an ex- 
tent as to compel you to close the Fair altogether.” 

Happily, this is a vain boast and an insane 
threat. But itis an instructiv exhibit of the in- 
stinctiv spirit of revenge which still inheres in all 
religious bodies. It illustrates the nature and 
character of the God whom the churches uphold 
and proclaim. It is a fair illustration of the venge- 
ful spirit which engendered in the minds of eccle- 
siastical leaders the abominable doctrins of hell 
and everlasting punishment, which are simply boy- 
cotts against the freedom of thought and the re- 
search of science. 

Shame upon these little churchly pismires who, 
millions in number, squirm and crawl and bite and 
sting, because they cannot rule the age and place 
their tiaras of ignorance on their brainless bullet- 
heads! 

If anything ought to stir up all Freethinkers and 
Radicals of every grade and phase to organize, 
unite, and fight in one body against the still tri- 
umphant bigotry of priests, evangelists, religious 
fools, and insane fanatics, it is such an exhibition of 
contemptible yet provoking asininity as may be 
seen in this threatened boycott of a million fools 
who claim to be the followers of Jesus Christ. 

Let there not be a Freethinker in the land so 
poor but that he will spend his little mite to 
attend the World’s Fair if for nothing else than to 
neutralize the effect of this nonsensical Christian 
boycott. 

If necessary let a great society be formed among 
all Radicals for the raising of funds to enable the 
countless poor among the toiling millions of the 
land to spend a day or two, or a week or two, at 
the World’s Fair. 

I myself would gladly giv $100 toward such a 
movement if it could be properly and successfully 
conducted. 

If the church demands that the gates be closed 
on Sunday, then I solemnly propose that a great 
movement be started among the radical laborers 
and thinkers of this country to raise funds enough 
whereby the World’s Fair managers may be 
guaranteed vast Sunday audiences to be trans- 
ported from all over the country to the great West- 
ern metropolis. ~ 

What say you, friends of freedom and independ- 
ence? Shall we begin such a movement and prove 
to the bigots of the church that they do not own 
the consciences of the sons of liberty and are not 
the masters of the poor of this nation ? 

Fie upon their dastard insult! 

Sons of freedom, speak, and let the thunder of 
your defiant denunciations be heard abroad through 
all the world! Henry FRANE. 


Religion, God, and Immortality. 


Brotzer Putnam: Your logic on the subject of 
religion I consider sound; and I take no exception 
to your postulate that the fact of a life after death 
does not prove immortality. 

Before the advent of Spiritualism, I read in one 
of Swedenborg’s works a statement that he had 


heard in the spirit world a grave argument by a 
departed Sadducee that man was not immortal. 

The late Austin Kent, of Potsdam, N. Y., like 
yourself an evoluted clergyman, published a pam- 
phlet entitled, “God or No God: An Infinit God 
an Impossibility.” Mr. Kent was a Spiritualist. 
He claimed to hav positiv personal proof that death 
was not the end of human life; and yet he logically 
held that if man was created the time must come 
when he would be uncreated. 

And now the speaker for the First Spiritual 
Society of Washington, D. C., Mrs. Colby Luther, 
professing to speak by inspiration, and in an un- 
conseious state, declares that she has no religion 
and no use for a God. She asserts positivly the 
existence of the spirit after the death of the body, 
but does not say that life in the second sphere 
continues throughout eternity. That is to say, as 
I understand her, there may be a series of deaths 
whereby the spirit rises to higher spheres. 

Mrs. Luther, in my judgment, is not excelled by 
any lecturer I ever heard on the Spiritual platform. 
During the late war she was a stump speaker, fol- 
lowing up Voorhees, Vallandigham, and Hendricks. 
She would address vast crowds two hours at a time, 
six days in a week. And yet she claims that even 
in those political speeches she was entranced and 
unconscious. 

When Mrs. Luther preaches for the Spiritualists 
there is no prayer or benediction. W. H. Burs. 

Washington, D. C., May 15, 1893. 


Butler’s Soul-not-the-Body Argument. 


A copy of Butler’s “Analogy” was recently 
handed to me by a preacher with the information 
that the arguments contained therein were so con- 
clusiv that no Infidel had ever attempted to refute 
them. So powerful indeed, I was informed, was 
the reasoning that skeptics had only to read the 
book with due care and reflection to become con- 
verted to the bishop’s views of matters theological 
and become good supportersof the bishop’s church, 
that is, the Church of England—and about the 
time of Bishop Butler his brethren of the miter 
were a sorry set of reprobates: they and the clergy 
of the upper ranks were living in pomp, ease, lux- 
ury, and debauchery, while the masses of the peo- 
ple—the producers of the wealth—were living in 
ignorance, poverty, squalor, and brutality worse 
than the savages to whom they were sending mis- 
sionaries; for experience teaches that when the 
church is in power the people are in ignorance, 
consequently degraded. ` : 

I had not read many pages of the book when I 
became conscious of the fact that my mind was 
either too obtuse or that I was not sufliciently pre- 
pared and sanctified to fall in with the method of 
the author’s reasoning and alluring style of logic; 
so I soon abandoned the idea of becoming one of 
Bishop Butler’s converts, for however deficient I 
may be in the art of abstruse reasoning, my faculty 
of common sense has been fairly trained, and any 
mode of argument that does not agree with that 
faculty I reject. 

Let me giv a sample of the style of reasoning 
from the “Analogy” that I can hardly accept. As 
a proof, or rather I should say one of the proofs, of 
the immortality of the. soul, we are told 
that our limbs may be lopped off one after 
another and yet the soul will remain untouched. 
We are not told how long it might take for the ex- 
periment, nor does he refer to the chances of the 
soul escaping during the operation, when the fluid 
which Moses says is “the life” might pass away 
and the soul, or life, would be apt to take flight. 
Theologians try to make us believe that there is a 
distinction between the life principle and the. im- 
mortal soul. The logic which they shuffle up is 
certainly rather confusing. 

Now, it strikes me that an easier mode than lop- 
ping off limbs by way of demonstration of the 
security of the soul would be to saw off a slice of 
the upper part of the cranium; or, better still, just 
let the point of a needle penetrate the spinal cord 
at the base of the skull. The life or soul would be 
apt to make its quietus “ without standing on the 
order of its going.” Another argument introduced 
is, that while every particle of. the body changes 
periodically the soul or life remains the same un- 
changed element. 

Now, this fallacy, which was accepted in Butler’s 
time and many years after, has since been exploded. 
What a rich mine of analogy Butler might hav 
worked out of Darwin’s great immortal truth of 
evolution, which in the future, nor far distant, will 
be taught in our public schools. So much for the 
vaunted and overrated “Analogy” which is said to 
hav defied Infidels for one hundred and fifty years. 
If my judgment is correct, science and knowledge | 
hav made great strides since Builer’s time. 
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It is soon made evident to the reader that if he 
is to accept the bishop’s views he must also accept 
a number of propositions as a basis upon which to 
build his ingenious conclusions. Without certain 
concessions being made the bishop acknowledges 
that he cannot move on the line of his argument. 
The reader must confess his belief in a personal 
God, an overruling providence, who watches even 
a sparrow falling to the ground. While flood , 
famins, earthquakes, cyclones, shipwrecks, the 
murdering of innocent infants in baby farms and 
foundling hospitals, go on hourly, and millions of 
poos helpless creatures are suffering cold and hun- 

. ger, while the lines of the priests, who toil not, 
neither do they spin, are cast in pleasant places. 
But do they not pray for us? Yes, but all the calam- 
ities go on just the same as if they had never uttered 
their dull, senseless platitudes. 

The bishop’s methods remind me of a little trick 
played among youngsters when I was a boy. 
One urchin would, with a solemn look, approach 
another and inform him that he could tell him what 
he was thinking about. This assertion would be 
disputed, when the young professor of mind- 
reading would ask the doubter to think of some 
figure. “Hav you thought of it?’ the professor 
wouldask. “Allright. Now add four, and two, and 
six more. Subtract three and take away the first 
figure you thought of. Hav you doneit? All 
right. Now there are nine remaining.” At once 
the little doubter is made a convert to mind- 
reading, and he looks upon the young professor as 
an oracle having some supernatural power. But 
yet such tricks are about on a par with some of the 
priestly arguments. We had an evangelistic tramp 
here lately preaching about hell. He wanted to 
know if anyone doubted the existence of such a 
place because they had no proof. “Hav you ever 
been at Constantinople?” he exclaimed, trium- 
phantly. ‘ How do you know that there is such a 
place?” And that argument settled the doubters 
on the subject of hell in this latter part of the 
nineteenth century. 


And, sad to state, this boasted land of liberty is 
almost completely in the grasp of the church octo- 
pus. Witness the cunning movements of that 
subtle Jesuit, Satolli, and his machinating satel- 
lites of the church of Rome, who are now eunningly 
forging the fetters to bind the limbs of Columbia 
while she is dozing sweetly in conscious security, 
forgetting that “eternal vigilance is the price of 
liberty.” There is only one hope that may be in- 
dulged in for the safety and redemption of this 
glorious republic. Alas! that hope is obscured by 
dark clouds. The selfish plotting of the priests 
of all churches renders the outlook by no means 
encouraging ; but at all events let us hope that the 
_ time may come when an equal taxation will be levied 
on every church from Maine to California, and that 
the money so collected will be devoted to the erect- 
ing and full equipping of vastly superior and 
vastly more numerous schoolhouses, where the 
teaching shall be broad, liberal, and efficient ; where 
every school shall represent the best instructiv 
talent of the nation, and the temples of learning 
only shall be looked upon as sacred, unsoiled by 
the poisonous touch of the Jesuit or the cramping 
fangs of the bigoted fanatic. When the cry of the 
people shall be, “More schoolhouses and less 
churches!” the day of human redemption will be 
dawning. Owen Jones. 

Corry, Pa. 


Durma several days recently the sidewalk be- 
fore 185 Division avenue, Williamsburgh, New York, 
was occupied by a pile of household goods. A 
‘poorly dressed, gray-haired woman protected them, 
and dusted them every day. She was a Mrs. 
Christian Frank, and had been evicted for non- 
payment of rent. She had supported herself and 
paid her rent promptly for years until recently. 
To a reporter she said, with a heavy sigh: “ This 
is the result of too much Christianity. Had I 
preached less and attended to my household duties 
my home would not now be on the sidewalk. But 
God is good and I know he will soon help me. If 
I hadn’t attended to Christianity so much I might 
hav been a rich woman to-day. But, of course, I 
was destined to be thus treated. And then this 
country is the home of the poor and the land of 
the brave. There are probably other women just 
as unfortunate as Iam. But I rejoice in the fact 
that I served God, and even that Christianity made 
me what I am to-day.” What a commentary on 
the injunction of Christ to depend on prayer and 
faith in him, and take no thought of the morrow! 
When has a person or a nation trusted to that 
crack-brained Hebrew without similar consequences 
of disappointment and ruin? 


Talmage and the Czar. 


It grieven me to think how the czar’s been maligned, 
nd painted a demon as black as coal tar; 
He is pious and just, sympathetic and kind, 
And I boldly stand up in defense of the czar. 


I solemnly promised my friend that his name 
I would glorify loftily, high above par— = 
Throughout Yankeedom wide I would blazon the fame 
Of Talmage the great and the kind, gentle czar. 


If ladies in Russia are stripped, flogged, and sent 
To the quicksilver mines in Siberia far— 
Suffer torture that demons alone could invent; 
Such erimes are unknown to my dear friend the czar. 


Though Jews may be plundered, murdered, exiled; 
Though Russians their victims from justice debar, 
Noble, magnanimous, gracious, and mild 
Ts the friend of all downtrodden people, the czar. 
It makes little matter wherever I go, 
On steamboat, or rolling along in a car, 
Folks know who I am, so I modestly blow 
Of my pleasant familiar chats with the ozar. 


I tell them of Petersburg city so fine— 
Its palace resplendent, the richest by far, 

Like the heaven that was pictured by John the Divine 
And its monarch celestial my dear friend the czar. 


And when I go off on a lecturing trip, 
I'll humbug the folk as a mountebank star; 
Tl bellow and kick, grin, shuffle and skip, 
And tell some good jokes of the good-natured czar. 
Should ever. unpleasantness happen between us— 
Uncle Sam and the czar—that might lead to a war, 
I'd skip off to Washington, settle the fuss, 
And fix things all right for my dear friend the czar. 


I gammoned the folks with the Holy Land tour— 
The thought of it now sets my nerves all ajar— 
The farce played at Jordan they cannot endure, 
But they know I’m sincere in my love for the ezar. 


I told the dear czar how his people so loved him, 
With pious devotion that nothing could mar; 
The ghost of his father appeared and a grave, 
Sad smile overshadowed the face of the czar. 


TIl write to the czar to the World’s Fair to come, 
As a card of attraction he’d beat all, by Gar! 

For the debt of my church we might raise a big sum, 
By the aid of my friend, Alexander the czar, 


T’ll soon be too old to spin yarns any more— 
So I’m going to buy me a first-rate guitar, 
I'll twang it with glee and forever adore 
My idol, the noble, immaculate ezar. 


OWEN JONES. 


PEE eS 
Rational Labor Reform. 

At Science Hall, 141 Eighth street, New York, 
beginning at 10:30 a.m. on Sunday, May 7th, and 
continuing until 10:30 r.m. on Monday, May 8th, 
with three sessions each day, was held the twenty- 
second annual convention of the American Labor 
Reform League. In more ways than one it was 
an important meeting. For twenty-two years, in 
spite of adversity and poverty, in spite of vitupera- 
tion and calumniation from foes of every descrip- 
tion and no description, and in spite of Comstock 
spies and prison walls, this movement, born of 
oppression, has lived and breathed and propagated. 

The first session opened with President Henry 
Beeny, of New Jersey, in the chair; E. H. Hey- 
wood, secretary. A large list of speakers had been 
announced, but more were developed as the -meet- 
ings progressed. Among the speakers at the day 
meetings were Col. Henry Beeny, who made the 
opening speech upon taking the chair; Prof. A. L. 
Rawson, of New Jersey; Wm. Hanson, Henry 
Nichols, Dr. T. R. Kinget, Dr. C. S. Weeks, James 
Bohan, Henry J. Woodhouse, Harding Weston, C. 
L. Swartz, and Mr. Wright, of New York; Henry 
A. Beckmeyer, of New Jersey, and Dr. C. H. Sims, 
of Boston. By these almost every shade of reform 
was represented, from ultra state Socialism to ex- 
treme Anarcuism ; from Greenbackism to mutual 
banking ; from Single Taxism tofreeland. Vaunt- 
ing a free platform, no one was denied a hearing; 
but the tendency of the meetings, as will appear 
from the following resolutions, which were under 
discussion and generally commended, was toward 
liberty rather than restriction; toward individuality 
rather than collectivity; toward voluntary coopera- 
tion rather than compulsory political institutions: 

Resolved, That since a chance to work out personal 
destiny and mind our own business is Natural Right and 
perennial necessity in human affairs, access to land, free 
trade, and mutual money are indispensable to prosper- 
ous existence; that poverty, vice, and crime come of 
false claims to obedience and service, which class greed 
and protectiv spoliation engender. 

Resolved, That tenure of land for personal use only, 
property in the fruits of labor done, cost of improve- 
ments, 1s the equitable basis of price and exchange; and, 
since property is a perishable commodity, unable to in- 
crease or even continue to exist without aid of its parent 
Labor, usury, whether in the form of rent, interest, 
dividends, or profits, is robbery. 

Resolved, That, as labor paid once expects no more 
for the same work, so debts paid once in the form of in- 
terest, buildings paid for once in the form of rent, stocks 
returned once in the form of dividends, leave no just 
claim to further increase; hence, income without work, 
profits from others’ labor for which no equivalent return 


is made in personal service, are predatory theft, the 
chronic, world-wide steal, whereby vested interests per- 
petually plunder useful people and enrich privileged 
vampires. ; j 

Resolved, That charge for the use of land, whether by a 
single tax steal, or in unmitigated robbery, called rent, 
is the bottom fraud of capital on labor, which must be 
abolished; that it is the Natural Right and imperativ ne- 
cessity of persons to take and use land; and pretensiv 
owners, or nationalized protectivs, who exact tribute for 
adhesion to Mother Earth, like their predecessors, the 
old slave oligarchy, are traditional robbers, who must 
giv way to living Service. 

Resolved, That, since organized violence, called gov- 
ernment power, resting on jails and taxes, state coercion 
and robbery, never has and never can exist on its own 
merits, pretense, that the tax swindle liberates land; 
that nationalized tyranny assures freedom of persons; 
that prohibition promotes temperance, or that war of 
organized labor on the poor, called scabs, helps working 
people, is ludicrous absurdity; that law aids progress 
only by getting out of its way, and our watchword now, 
as always hitherto, is REPEAL of all restrictions on En- 
terprise. 

Resolved, That exposure of the protectiv tariff fraud 
is a step toward abolition of property in land which be- 
gets rent ; of bank monopoly which makes usury possible; 
of obscenity laws which impose a vicious and ignoble 
censorship of the press, and of the many other class- 
devices whereby conspiring ignorance now robs people 
of their freedom and property; that, if Republicans ex- 
pect to survive their own party’s funeral, they must step 
ahead of Democrats in liberation, and guarantee all 
citizens freedom of conscience, speech, press, and mails, 
asserting in labor and business the opportunity and 
reciprocity which free institutions should assert and 
maintain. 

Resolved, That neither silverites nor gold bugs hav 
any clear idea of honest money, which can never be 
until the legal-tender bludgeon is taken from behind 
both paper and specie, not state ‘‘ wildcatism,” but the 
clearing-house Democratized; not imposed currency, 
but dollars, payable in values mutually agreed upon and 
taken on their own merits, the people, in voluntary asso- 
ciations, staking their own labor and property as basis 
of banking. This only can liberate the West and South 
from the usury lords of New York and Boston. 

But the most exciting meetings were the evening 
sessions, as must of necessity hav been the case, 
since George Francis Train was the principal 
speaker at both of them. Citizen Train is at one 
moment an ardent Greenbacker and at the next a 
rabid revolutionist ; so if you try to put your finger 
on him, you find he is not there. However, his 
gymnastics and blackboard exercises served to lay 
bare the vicious monetary system of the present 
and the gigantic robberies of the past, as well as to 
entertain his listeners. 

Before adjournment, the following officers were 
elected for the ensuing year: Henry Beeny, of New 
Jersey, president; Prof. A. L. Rawson, of New 
Jersey; John Orvis, of Massachusetts, and R. W. 
Hume and Mrs. E. A. Spencer, of New York, vice- 
presidents; E. H. Heywood, of Massachusetts ; 
John A. Lant, of New York, and L. K. Jasslin, of 
Rhode Island, secretaries. There was also elected 
an executiv committee composed of E. H. Hey- 
wood, Josephine S. Tilton, of Massachusetts; Prof. 
A. L. Rawson, and Henry Beeney. 

Mr. Heywood, having too industriously and per- 
sistently advertised the convention by circulating 
bills in the inclement weather, was suffering from a 
severe attack of chills and fever, and hence was un- 
able to attend the last session. 

The New York press, among the most promi- 
nently pueril of which was the Sun, paid their re- 
spects to the gathering in the usual manner. But 
the American Labor Reform League, fortunately, 
does not depend upon monopoly’s puppets for its 
support. 

o 
Men of God Worse than Other Men. 
From the Concordia Blade. 

The object of the book, ‘‘Crimes of Preachers,” is to 
prove that the ‘‘men of God” are very like other men, 
if not worse, and that while their preaching may ‘“‘ save 
others’ souls,” it does not always save their own. 
fact this authentic work proves the preacher class more im- 
moral than any other professional class of peopleon earth, 
by showing a greater per cent of them become criminals. 

The Methodists, the author says, head the list in the 
first edition, and they still hold to that preéminence, hav- 
ing 56 of the 209 guilty ones. The Presbyterians behaved 
themselvs remarkably well—for them—last year, as there 
is only 9 of the 209. The Campbellites hav 2; U. B., 2; 
Hebrew, 2; Adventists, 9; Universalists, 1. ‘The name, 
place of residence, and the crime charged, are given. We 
presume that many of the ‘‘brethren” will want to see 
this book, and they can get it by sending 25 cents to THE . 
TRUTH SEEKER office, 28 Lafayette place, New York. 


—— 
They Want to Pay Taxes. 

The following. resolutions, recently adopted by the 
general conference of Seventh Day Adventists and re- 
adopted by the Litchfield church of that denomination, 
speak for themselvs: 

‘‘Wuereas, in view of the separation which we believe 
should exist between the church and state it is inconsist- 
ent for the church to receive from the state pecuniary 
gifts, favors, or exemptions; therefore, 

** Resolved, That we repudiate the doctrin tbat church 
or other ecclesiastical property should be exempt from 
taxation; and further, 

“ Resolved, That we decidedly protest against such 
exemption, and favor the repeal of such legislation 
as grants such exemption.”—Litchfield Independent, 
Litchfield, Minn, 
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(Continued from page 325.) 
pleasant voice and manner, was fluent in speech 
and ready in debate. 

He wrote and published several pamphlets, advo- 
cating with ability the views which he entertained. 
Over one hundred and fifty thousand of these hav 
been sold. The titles of some of them are: “The 
Labor Party,” “Hard Cash,” “Uncivil Liberty,” 
«Yours or Mine,” “The Good or Evil,” “War 
Methods of Peace,” “Cupid’s Yokes,” etc. 

It was Mr. Heywood’s pamphlet « Cupid’s Yokes ” 
that sent D. M. Bennett to prison for thirteen 
months, and Mr. Heywood’s death strikingly re- 
sembles the lamented close of Mr. Bennett's career. 
Like Mr. Heywood, Mr. Bennett contracted a cold 
which he deemed slight, but which gradually over- 
came a constitution weakened by imprisonment in 
a prison, where good air and adequate exercise are 
unknown. The seeds of fatal diseases were sown 
in both cases. Mr. Heywood survived two previous 
terms, for substantially the same offense, but the 
last was the turning-point toward death. Thoughts 
of these outrages move te indignation deep, and 
enmity relentless. Soapboiler Colgate’s society 
ought to be swept off the face of the earth. It has 
murdered several men, the worst of whom was in- 
finitly better than the supporters of this bigoted 
society. 

To Mrs. Heywood and the Misses Tilton, to all 
his family, we extend heartfelt sympathy for what 
to them will be a most severe loss. 


et 


It will be noticed that Mr. Heston’s picture on 
the title-page of this issue of Taz Trora SEEKER 
might appropriately be placed in Mr. Putnam’s new 
book, “Religion a Curse.” Only Mr. Putnam puts 
the American Congress in place of Religion, which 
is endeavoring to stab Liberty to the heart. How- 
ever, the two are the same, for it was religion which 
caused Congress to stab liberty by legislation, de- 
priving the people of their freedom on Sunday. 
Guizot very directly upholds Mr. Putnam in his 
contention that religion is a curse; that it is a dis- 
ease our medical men will admit, and the lunatic 
asylums show, and that it is a lie all know who hav 
studied its history and examined its foundations. 
Mr. Putnam’s characterization may be harsh, but it 
is unquestionably true. 

i 

We desire to call the attention of readers of THE 
Trora Serrer to the benefits of subscribing to the 
Truth Seeker Monthly Library. The yearly sub- 
scription is only $3, and subscribers to the Library 
receive a paper-bound copy of each book issued in it; 
or, if they desire the books in cloth binding, sub- 
scribers to the Library can remit the difference in 


price between paper and cloth binding, and get the: 


books in the latter shape. So far this year sub- 
scribers to the Library hav received “ Paine Vindi- 
cated,” by Colonel Ingersoll, price 15 cents; the 
“Creation of God,” by Dr. Hartmann, price 50 cents; 
the “Resurrection of Jesus,” by Don Allen, price 
40 cents; “Crimes of Preachers,” price 25 cents; 
the “Handbook of Freethought,” by W. S. Bell, 
price 50 cents—one dollar and eighty cents’ worth 
in four months. We hav also added to the Library 
“ Religion a Curse,” by S. P. Putnam, price 25 
cents; “Design Argument Fallacies,” price 15 
cents, which subscribers will receive in May, mak- 
ing two dollars and twenty cents’ worth in five 
months, or at the rate of $5.40 worth per year; and 
all for $3 paid in advance. We shall add J. E. 
Remsburg’s “ Abraham Lincoln: Was He a Chris- 
tian?” and other books now in preparation. The 
present program will giv subscribers surely $5 and 
probably $6 worth of books for the price of a 
yearly subscription to the Library. This will be 
from $2 to $3 in excess of what we promised to do. 


-a 

J. E. Remsponre delivered thirty-three lecturesin thirty- 
three days in Kansas. He is now lecturing in Missouri, 
and will speak in Nebraska and Iowa next. 


cera A 
Bound Volumes of The Truth Seeker. 


We hav a few bound volumes of THE T'RUTH SERERE for 
the year just closed (1892) which will be sent on receipt 
of $4, We also haya few of previous years which can 
be sold for $3. Readers desirous of keeping files as re- 
ceived weekly can obtain the File Binder for $1. 
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World’s Fair Notes. 


From the Agricultural Building, from the Manu- 
factures Building, and from Music Hall, in addition 
to the thousand electric lights and the glaring gas 
torches around the dome, flame the “search-lights” 
of a million-candle power. The streams of light 
flash in changing colors. First green, then blue, 
then purple, and yellow, and scarlet. The golden 
figure of Diana shines against the black sky, un- 
draped and glorious in the rushing beams. The 
fountain, the statue of the Republic, the peristyle 
with its columns and glowing figures, glitter anew 
in the sweeping colors. The band pours forth 
resounding strains, the people shout, and the 
bosom of night makes a more sparkling display 
than the day itself. The illuminations hereafter 
will be on a much more splendid scale. When the 
full power of the electric machinery is on a hundred 
thousand jets will flash over the grounds and 
through the buildings of the Fair. 

MEANS OF LOCOMOTION. 

I suppose the readers of Tae Trurn Seeker, es- 
pecially those who intend to visit the Fair, would 
like to know something about the means of locomo- 
tion. These are many. At least a million people 
can be easily carried to and froin one day. From 
the North side and the West side there are two or 
three cable lines and horse cars to the central part 
of the city, where uninterrupted transit is obtained 
to the Fair grounds. One can take from here the 
State street or Wabash avenue cable cars direct— 
fare, five cents; or the elevated railway at Congress 
street, near Van Buren, which lands one in the Fair 
grounds near Transportation building—fare, five 
cents; or the Illinois Central railroad from the depot 
foot of Lake street, suburban trains. The so-called 
“cattle trains” leave from the foot of Van Buren 
street. These “cattle trains” run directly to the 
Fair, and are built expressly for the occasion. They 
are open cars, with uncushioned seats. This is 
why they are called “cattle trains.” They are 
very comfortable and expeditious—fare, round trip, 
twenty cents. Don’t take the suburban train at 
Lake street. It will cost forty-four cents round 
trip, and it takes longer to go, the train stopping 
at stations, a dozen I should think, between Lake 
street and Fair grounds. I got sold on this myself, 
paying thirty-four cents more than on the elevated 
and cable, with much less comfort. The “ cattle 
trains” are preferable to the suburban trains. 
Transportation by the steamers is twenty-five cents 
round trip. This is pleasurable when there are no 
crowds, and one has a fine view of the Fair build- 
ings along the shores of the lake. 

HOTELS, EATING-HOUSES, ETC. 

There are about five hundred hotels in Chicago, 
besides innumerable boarding-houses and lodging 
places, ready to take in the stranger. Good rooms 
can be obtained for $1 per day, lodgings from fif- 
teen cents to $1. I won’t recommend the fifteen 
and twenty-five cent lodging. There is too much 
live-stock about them. One dollar per day is about 
right for the South side, and about $4 per week on 
West side and North side. It takes five cents extra 
and twenty minutes longer to go from North side 
and West side than from South side. Hence the 
difference in prices. Board can be obtained for 
about $7 per week, comfortable apartments; but 
the chicken and the be.fsteak are not to be eaten. 
They are simply to be looked at. On the whole it 
is best to secure a good room and take meals out. 
This is not quite so cheap as boarding, but you 
have a better chance of getting what you want. If 
one desires to be within a stone’s throw of the Fair 
grounds, and avoid all the inconveniences and cost 
of travel, he can find neat accommodation at Santa 
Maria, Mr. Goodwin’s hotel, for $1 per day; man 
and wife $2 per day. This hotel is advertised in 


‘Tue Teura Srexer. 


Hating-houses are plenty all over the city, and 
rates not more than usual. There are thirty-five 
places for dining ən the Fair grounds. Anything 
from a ham sandwich, at ten cents, to a porter- 
house steak for $2, can be obtained. In the Great 
White Horse Inn, patterned after the hostelry 
made famous by Dickens, the cooking will be Eng- 
lish. In the Columbian Casino are parlors, reception 
rooms, lavatories, and smoking-rooms. Old- 
fashioned New England clam-bake dinners will 
be served in one of the buildings. When all ar- 
rangements are completed, 59,400 people can dine 
at one time on the Fair grounds. Counting six 
changes to each sitting, which is the average, it 
will be seen that 356,400 meals can be served each 
day. Besides this many people coming from their 
own homes bring their lunches with them, which is 
not abadidea. Onthe Midway Plaisance one may 
be served with familiar viands, or taste the food of 
strange lands and be waited on by the natives. If 
he wants “high living” he can find a lunch-room 


fifteen hundred feet above the earth in the captive 
balloon, but he will have to pay $2 for his ride. ` 
` COST, ETC. l 

What is the cost of visiting the Fair and taking 
in all the sights? In addition to the fifty cents 
admission it will cost $11, at the least, to see all 
the side-shows. If the visitor wishes to use the dif- 
ferent means of conveyance within the grounds— — 
steam and electric launches, camel and donkey 
rides, sedan and rolling chairs, rides in all the ele- 
vators, and the captive balloon and Ferris wheel— 
it will cost $7 more, at the least. This will make 
it $18.50 for a single person to see all the sights 
and shows of this great Fair. These side-shows 
are perfectly legitimate. They add nothing to the 
Fair itself, and the existence of these, mainly upon 
the Midway Plaisance, is nothing of which the 
visitor can complain. They wouldn’t have been 
added to the Fair on any other condition than as 
pay-shows. The only side-shows in Jackson park — 
proper are the Eskimo Village and Ruins of the 
Cliff Dwellers. Remember, that for fifty cents one 
has the privilege of seeing a hundred times more 
than he possibly can see in one day. He can roam 
over 670 acres of ground, crowded with the won- ` 
ders of the age. I think it well to give a list of 
the buildings, their dimensions-and area, which one 
can see and walk through for fifty cents; a list 
valuable for reference, for each of these buildings 
should be visited : 


Dimensions, Area, 


F., Repon, vewe wo pe 
NORE UDDAMAMDOTAMWODH H WE 


feet. acres, 
Administration............ EEEE 262x262 1.6 
Machinery hall.............c:ssesccessssee tenon 492x846 
Machinery annex...........cccceeecsecceeeeeees 490x550 
Machinery power-house............:ccceee 490x461 
Machinery pumping works. ...........0.++. © Tx 84 
Machine HOS, e re aaan 106x250) 
AgriCttUre -snese coeeeeceeeceeeeeees 500x800 
Agriculture ANnOX.......... cece eeeeeeceeees 800x550 
Agriculture assembly hall............ ...... 125x450 
POLOGUE y. iieri ie sevens i 208x528 
DA E E E O hanes 100x290 
Freight-houso.............esosseeesessereoresereo  sosseeosoo 
Stock ring..........cseeccsscesetseeesee .... 280x440 ; 
Manufactures and liberal arts .... 787x1, 687 80. 
Mines........ . 850x700 
Electricity........ 845x690 
Transportation . 256x960 
Transportation annex.. 425x900 
Women’s.......ccccccccceeee ... 199x888 
Art galleries. .............ccecceccesceseceee sees ~ 820x500 
Art gallery annexes (2)..........c:cceeseeeee 120x200 
WISH OPiOS’ jc. ..<sc23255s303003u0e ca cees eidexegeseir 165x365 
Fisheries annexes (2)..........:sescceeeeeeeee 185 diam. 
Horticulture. .............eceeeecceeeseeceeeeesees 250x998 
Horticultural greenhouses (8)............. 24x100 5 
WHO oes e Soes sske cw cdohieds wcedeaesasackeccce 125x300 8 
OASING, 5.20 ccesicsccesoes daisies steers 120x250 7 
Music hall.yo niesie 120x250 7 
OUR Ss ssiveessecactdeeassetsdesste seleseereace 158.7 . 
United States government 8.3 
-3 
1.7 
38 
Total iccseisccetsccecsesusscneensceurrsseseceses 159.3 


There is also a gallery area of 45.9 acres, making 
the total 199.7 acres to be traveled over under roof 
to see the exhibits. In the Art Palace is 145,852 
square feet of wall to be looked at, covered with the 
most beautiful pictures in the world. One can 
simply ignore the side-shows and every moment be 
crowded with marvels. But if he has money, he’d 
better spend it, as Ingersoll says, like a prince. 
He will never have a better chance to get so much 
for his coin; so large an insight into universal 
human life. To sum up, I will give the total cost 
of a ten days’ visit to the Fair, which may be of 
service to those of my readers who have limited 
purses and must calculate expenses: 


Hotel, ten Gays.....cse.s ee ceeeeeccceeeseeccneneeecceeeeee ees $10 00 
Meals, r yyideb ascenedaderescintiectcestistve0d sageede3abes 10 00 
Car fare, PG edb dsedsees teases cues dace Seas veccae teens sates te 2 00 
Admission, EA Secccecstasenlavdeiveds nceneis ia i ae 5 00 
Sundries, 46- a .cessecessvaeeseasesssdesasesesceseadeabanveves 8 00 

Total voc. cssaercsantececeseatesseiued a tendesseneieceersceaies $30 00 


If one visits all the side-shows, add to this $18, 
making $48 for one person to see the “whole ele- 
phant”—head, tail, and all—from the time he lands 
in Chicago until he steps on the train for home. 
On this basis one can reckon up the cost for a 
month or more. 

HORTICULTURAL HALL. 

Entering the Fair grounds from Midway Plais- 
ance we begin our grand tour from Horticultural 
Building, a palace of flowers, plants, ferns, grottoes, 
and fountains. The area covered ‘by this building 
is over five acres. The cost of the exhibit is | 
$325,000. The central pavilion is roofed by a 
crystal dome 187 feet in diameter and 113 feet 
high. Beneath this dome towers a mound of 
luxuriant foliage 100 feet in hight. Suspended 
from the ceiling are twelve hanging baskets, each 
of which weighs a ton. These surpass in magnifi- 
cence the hanging gardens of Babylon. From this 
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gorgeous central pavilion extend two glass-roofed 
archways 100 feet in length to the beautiful end 
pavilions wherein are the fruit and wine exhibits. 
All along is a continuous display of the rarest 
products of the earth—tulips and pansies, orchids 
from Mexico and Central America still clinging to 
the original branches and bark, hyacinths, roses, 
carnations, rhododendrons, azalias, flowering an- 
nuals and perennials, sweet clematis, fleur-de-lis, 
geraniums, cacti, single and double begonias, 
_ aquatic plants, and ornamental grasses, etc. It is 
impossible to name the varieties. It is like the 
fairyland of Titania. The stately century plant is 
here in wondrous bloom. From the miniature 
mountain, from alongside a vine-embowered cabin, 
a stream dashes down, lost apparently in the 
crystal cave. Beneath, a subterranean mansion of 
many chambers, brilliantly illuminated, displays 
- Japan's little garden—on a minute scale the 
mikado’s vast gardens, fifty miles in extent. There 
are dwarf trees two centuries old. The Mexican 
cacti bed contains more than five hundred varieties. 
The number of ferns is simply astonishing. There 
is the golden fern, Peru; the crested-sword fern, 
a native of South America; golden maiden-hair 
fern ; the stag-horn ferns from Australia; the Pleris 
` Wallichianu from Japan, the largest fern in the col- 
lection—eight feet across—and pyramids of fern as- 
paragus. We behold Australian palms from four hun- 
dred to six hundred years old, eighty-four varieties 
` of pineapple plants, a hundred cocoanut palms, nine 
feet high, growing out of the nuts—quite a novelty. 

Oregon, California, Utah, Florida, and Nova 
Scotia have especially fine exhibits in the pomo- 
logical section. The orange pyramid from Los 
Angeles county is fifty feet high. There is a walnut 
tower twenty-six feet tall. There is a pavilion 
made of preserved fruits. A German seedsman 
gives a curious exhibition. Instead of labeling the 
seed he has them displayed in glass vases, from the 
mouth of which spreads an artificial flower such as 
the seed itself will produce. 

The exhibit of the wine industry of the world is 
attractive. There is a twenty-thousand-gallon wine 
tank fro» California; a wine bottle twenty feet 
high and ten feet in diameter; a German wine 
cellar lighted by thousands of electric lights; also 
a highly ornamental. fountain throwing jets and 
sprays of real wine protected by a crystal case. 

Santiago county, Cal., has built a beautiful effigy 
of Liberty Bell, crack and all, with lemons and 
oranges. Maine sends a handsome lot of apples, 
blooming, asif just plucked from the tree. Canada 
- has one of the largest displays in the department. 
Idaho has 400 jars.of fruits and vegetables of surpris- 
ing size and beauty. There are blue pearmains 
that weigh nearly two pounds. There are 30 boxes 
of silver prunes. Washington has a marvelous dis- 
play, including 300 plates of apples. Colorado ex- 
hibits 42 varieties of the same fruit. Oregon gives 
a many-colored story of its resources. Its plan of 
display is remarkably artistic. There are monster 
pears, some weighing 4 pounds, quinces, plums, 
peaches, apricots, cherries, and grapes. Florida 
. has the place of honor at the north end of the 
hall, and is approached through an arch made of 
oranges and lemons, and the base of it is lined with 
cocoanuts. Around are palms and brilliant foliage 
plants imparting a semi-tropical picturesque appear- 
ance. 

On the roof of the building around the central 
dome an elaborate roof-garden is made, a pleas- 
urable and lofty promenade, from whence a blaze 
of architectural glory is witnessed. 

The view from the main portal of the building 
is not to be overlooked. Opposite is Wooded 
Island, a sylvan retreat, a sweet solitude for a mo- 
ment from the vast wonders of man’s hand. The 
lagoon glides limpid along with shining boats. Be- 
yond is the Government Building and the Art Gal- 
lery. To the right are the Mines and Mining and 
Electricity structures, and towering over them is 
the dome of the Administration Palace. 

These are a few glimpses of the treasures of 
Horticultural Building, where are the earth’s flowers 
and fruits in infinite variety. The beauty of art is 
lost in the luxuriance of nature’s products. We 
seem at one time to be in the heart of a mighty 
forest; then in some gorgeous cave, then a leafy 
haunt, and almost expect to see a naiad amidst the 
sparkling green; then a bower of roses, or a daz- 
zling garden, or blooming orchard, or fragrant. 
vineyard. We wander through the tropics ; -we see 
the splendor of the Orient; we are in a land of 
flowers. Wreaths and glittering wine adorn our 
pathway, as if Bacchus were rolling along in his 
chariot. In one grand mass nature has poured 
forth its sweetest graces, colors and forms. ” 

THE WOMAN'S BUILDING. 

The Woman's Building is perhaps the most in- 

teresting place of observation to one who looks upon 


the World’s Fair as a noble index of human prog- 
ress. This building represents woman’s inde- 
pendence, equality, and genius. In every respect it 
is a pronounced success. Evidently woman can 
take care of herself. She can not only cook, and 
wash dishes, and mend clothes, but she can provide 
herself with the treasures of art, poetry, philosophy, 
and invention. In fact, she can do everything that 
man has done, be it great or small. Man has no 
monopoly, nor woman either. 

Do not imagine that woman has put all her glory 
into this bright particular structure of her own. I 
should protest, indeed, against the absolute separa- 
tion of woman’s work from man’s. It would not 
be any sign of progress to my mind if woman sim- 
ply exhibited her talent in this building, and was 
not elsewhere to be noted in the activity of her 
powers. That would be too much after the doll 
fashion. Much as woman has contributed to the 
excellence and beauty of this her own building, it 
is not a tithe of what she has done throughout the 
whole Exposition. In every building and in every 
exhibition woman has entered into competition with 
man, not as something separate from man, but as a 
man hersélf in the larger intellectual meaning of 
that term, endowed with the same original capac- 
ities, and able freely and victoriously to make her 
way in every field of human action. Wherever we 
turn, therefore, in any part of this immense Expo- 
sition we see something that woman has done; and 
this isthe real glory of woman, not to be regarded 
as a woman, but as an intelligent human being. 
Woman’s genius will never be entirely appreciated 
until we forget that it is the genius of a woman; 
but think that it is simply genius. , 

Only as a complement of what woman has else- 
where done is the Woman’s Building of any value 
or interest. Itis a kind of a blossoming forth of 
her peculiar self, an expression of her idiosyncrasy, 
that is exceedingly attractive. But this I know, or 
think I know, that in the great World’s Fair in 
some golden age to come, there won’t be any 
Woman’s Building, for it won’t be necessary to 
emphasize in any such form the equality of woman, 
it will be so fully accepted otherwise. Woman 
will some time be so free that she won't have to 
make any fuss about it at all. But now, of course, 
she has to make a fuss, and she does it in a very 
beautiful fashion. ° 

The Woman's building is a museum in which we 
see the history of woman—what she has done, 
what she is doing for human knowledge and prog- 
ress. Contributions have come from every clime 
and country. Especially do we see the wonderful 
achievements of the last century. It shows the 
vast variety of woman’s gifts. She can wield the 
hammer as well as the needle. Not among the 
least novel of the exhibits are the specimens of iron- 
work wrought at the anvil by a young lady of 
California. 

Miss Sophia G. Hayden is the architect of this 
building, which is 199 feet in width and 888 feet in 
length, and cost $138,000. Directly in front of the 
building the lagoon takes the form of a bay, 400 
feet wide. A grand landing and staircase leads to 
a terrace, 6 feet above the water, which is de- 
signed in artistic flower-beds. The building is 100 
feet back; its style is Italian renaissance. A wide 
entrance leads to the central pavilion. This pa- 
vilion, with an open colonnade, is finished with pedi- 
ment enriched with elaborate bas-relief. The 
rotunda, reaching through the hight of the build- 
ing, is protected by a richly ornamented skylight. 
This rotunda is surrounded by a two-story open 
arcade, admitting abundance of light. 

Among the exhibits are a model hospital, a model 
kindergarten. Queen Victoria is represented by six 
water-color drawings of her own, the Princess Louise 
by a water-color, Princess Beatrice by an oil paint- 
ing. The priceless court laces of France, Spain, 
and other countries are to be seen. The library is 
filled with the books and also with the original 
manuscripts of the works of famous women. I be- 
lieve that every book written by a woman is to be 
found here. I shall not try to read them all. The 
oldest book written by a woman, I guess, is the 
“Boke of St. Albins,” printed in 1450, which deals 
entertainingly of hawking, hunting, and heraldry. 

Relics of Queen Isabella are a curious feature of 
the exhibits from Spain, among them being the 
sword of “her most Catholic majesty.” I suppose 
this is the weapon with which she smote off the 
heads of heretics. Isabella wouldn’t make a very 
advanced woman for to-day. However, she will do 
to exhibit. There are also the religious writings of 
St. Therese of Jesus. I couldn't keep awake long 
enough to read them. It appears that all sorts of 
religious women congregate here—the Catholic 
Benevolent Association, King’s Daughters, W. C. 
T. U.,etc.; but there are also more or less liberal 
associations, like the Chicago Woman’s Club, etc. 


` 


The exhibit of paintings, ceramics, art work, 


‘manufactures, fancy work, embroideries, ete., is 


pronounced the most beautiful ever collected. 

In the vestibule are large mural paintings by 
Mrs. Swinnerton and Mrs. Lea Merritt, and modeled 
work by Miss Halle and Miss Rope. ‘These fill the 
entire space of the arched entrances. The ceiling 
decoration is by Mrs. Crawford. There are 150 
portraits of eminent women displayed in groups by 
Miss Helen Blackburn. The ladies of every state in 
the Union have contributed mosaics, inlaid work, 
panels, polished wood, marbles, ete. 

Miss Alice Rideout, of San Francisco, is the sculp- 
tor of “The Three Fates,” “A Family Group”— 
twelve groups in all, representing the various works 
in which woman is interested. There is consider- 
able religious nonsense about the statuary, but it’s 
well done—shall we say: “considering it’s a 
woman?” J am afraid that wouldn’t be compliment- 
ary. 

The Ceylon pavilion, which is composed chiefly 
of ebony, satin wood, and mahogany, is extremely 
ornate, and is sure to attract attention. The 
Japanese women make a fine display. Besides the 
pretty home picture on the lower floor, they have 
just thrown open a room on the upper corridor 
filled with beautiful screens, tables, and panel pict- 
ures. One exhibit is a peacock screen, a gorgeous 
piece of coloring, the groundwork in gold, against 
which the beautiful bird stands outlined, all the ir- 
idescent hues of its feathers being brought out in 
strong relief. Opposite is a Japanese masterpiece, 
a lady of the days of 1001 on her way to the Buddh- 
ist temple. The costume is that of a learned lady 
of that ancient time. Very magnificent it is, being 
of white brocade, with petticoat of crimson and 
yellow. The coloring is superb. It is framed in 
corded white silk. 

No Japanese exhibit would be complete without 
chrysanthemumsand so a flower-piece composed of 
these royal beauties occupies a prominent place. 

So women from every land have come to this 
modern. temple and displayed their craft, their skill, 
their ingenuity, their learning, their strength, their 
aptitude, their brawn and brain, their fervor, their 
patience, their perseverance, their victory, and in 
fact their all-round capability to do anything in any 
sphere of human effort. With all her soaring 
genius, however, and beautiful and wonderful fancies 
and vast achievements, woman is still the same gen- 
tle, comfortable creature that looks after our material 
wants. There isa model kitchen in the Woman’s 
Building ; and in the openair on the roof, whence a 
grand view can be obtained of the grounds, are the 
hanging gardens, with pleasant cafés attached 
where you can get a nice lunch and a dish of real 
tea. 

The Woman’s Congress opens on May 15th. 
Among the speakers announced ure Elizabeth Cady 
Stanton, Augusta Cooper Bristol, Julia Ward 
Howe, Helen H. Gardener, and there will be some 
flashes of Freethought in the domains of the 
World’s Fair. Samven P. Pornam. 


—— 

Farrer Caaries Fuagerry, a priest of Geneseo, 
N. Y., has just been tried and convicted on a charge 
of criminal intercourse with a young girl. Part of 
his cross-examination ran thus: 

Q. ‘Do you believe that there are conditions upon 
which sins committed by members of the Roman Catho- 
lic church may be forgiven ?” A. “Yos, sir.” 

Q. ‘* What are the conditions?” A. “ Examination of 
conscience, preparation for confession, full confession 
before a duly authorized priest, resolution to sin no more, 
submission to the penance proposed by the priest, abso- 
lution, and forgivness.” 

Q. “ Do you believe perjury a sin?” A. “Certainly.” 

Q. “And can it be forgiven under these conditions?” 
A. “Certainly.” 

Who would credit the word of a person believing 
thus? And who would expect the mass of the 
persons believing so to equal in any branch of 
morality the classes whose minds are not vitiated 
by such notions ? 


How to Help The Truth Seeker. 


1. When renewing get a friend to subscribe and thus 
save a half dollar apiece. 

2. Get your newsdealer to display it on his stand or in 
his shop window. Be sure that he displays the pictures. 

3. Get your newsdealer to keep in stock one or more 
copies, with your guarantee to take off his hands at the 
end of the week any that remain unsold. If he exhibits 
them the pictures alone will sell them. 

4, Take a few extra copies and circulate them among 
your acquaintances. On your request, we will send you 
back-number sample copies free. 

5. Leave a copy occasionally where it will be picked up 
—in the train, in the factory, in the meeting-room, in the 
cigar store, inthe barber-shop. Leave it picture-side up. 

6. Keep in your pocket some of our cheap tracts and 
when Convenient hand one to a friend. 

7. Get a new subscriber by persuading some friend to 


take it. 
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Letters of Friends. 


Against a Peace-destroying Clergy. 
Monreaomery, Miss., Apr. 29, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: I hav succeeded at last in 
getting a new subscriber. 

I cannot afford to lose even cne issue of 
the grand old Trura SEEKER. Long may 
it wave to fight the battle of freedom 
against the myths and bigotry ofa peace- 
destroying clergy. R. R, Parsons. 


How We Could Hav Perfect Government. 
WICKLIFFE, Ky., Apr. 26, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: Send me Colonel Inger- 

soll’s Argument in the Reynolds Blas- 

phemy Case at Morristown, N. J. I hope 

you will keep up your war against the 


The flea is a beautiful 
work; itsscratchers and bill make you and 
millions other ladies feel the designer. 
took one once under a glass with a piece 
The flea did not quit eating, 
so has a stomach like a church—as Goethe’s 
“Fausts” priest says: The church has 
countries and never 
The bed-bugs make us smell 
He made big spiders, 
scorpions, and a great many others like 
them. In India there are annually twenty- 
one thousand of God’s images killed by 
snakes, wolves, tigers, lions, and other 
designed works. 

Your soul must be a very sweet-looking 
one, I think. We disagree in this, that 
you are God-loving and I am God-fearing. 
As described in his Jew-book he is often 


might become activ members of the | poison-bladder. 
glorious cause. 

I did wish to help Mr. Putnam with his 
good work in Washington and Tus TRUTH 
SEEKER in its late embarrassment (which I 
hope is something of the past ere this), 
but I, like many others, could not spare 
the money. However, I will not desert 
the good old TRUTH SEEKER, which is al- 
ready better than good, and still improv- 


eaten up whole 
the designer. 


I am anxiously waiting for the rest of 
Charlesworth’s debate with the striped 
animal, who is using good old Christian 
weapons which it seems do not hav the de- 
sired effect under the light of intelligence, 
with such a man as Charlesworth to wield 
the sword of reason and justice. 

I will close with the forlorn hope that 


A Book That Is Both Biography and 
History. 
Lewissure, Tenn., March 15, 1893. 

Mr. Eprtor: I hav just finished reading 
“‘ The Life of Thomas Paine,” by Moncure 
D. Conway. 

My attention was first called to the work 
by Colonel Ingersoll’s admirable paper in 
regard to it in the North American 
Review. Any book that could elicit such 
an indorsement from such a man may, for 
that reason alone, be set down as ‘‘ one of 
the things that were not born to die.” I 
believe Ingersoll is the only living man 
who could hav done adequate justice to 
the book—whose incomparable genius was 
equal to the sublimity of the subject of 
Mr. Conway’s work. But, independent of 
any tribute or indorsement from whatever 
source, the intrinsic merits of the work 


Congress will take a wise vote and not 
close the gates of the Fair and leave the 
saloons open, and success to free speech 
and a total separation of church and state. 
J. 8. THURSTON. 


awfully mad. He may in a fit take the 

golden harps from the saints round him 

and knock them to pieces on their heads. 
Aua. W. KIENTOFF. 


will make it as immortal as the name of 
Thomas Paine himself. It is the first 
and only ‘“‘Life of Thomas Paine” 
that shows any understanding or ap- 
preciation of the subject. Paine’s life 
has been so beclouded and befogged 
by the infamous slanders and vilifications 
of the church that the truth about the 
man could not be easily observed. It 
must hav required a prodigious amount of _ 
labor on the part of Mr. Conway to get at 
the facts as he does. Every page of the 
work is marked by the most painstaking 
and thorough investigation. England, 
France, and America hav been ransacked 
for important and hitherto unpublished 
public and private documents that would 
throw light on the subject, or contribute 
to clear away the filth and rubbish which 
the church for one hundred years has 
been busy in heaping upon the memory of 
one of the greatest benefactors of man. 

The work is not alone a biography of 
Thomas Paine. It is the best inside view 
yet published of the real influences and ~ 
potentialities, the silent, though powerful, 
undercurrents, of the American Revolu- 
tiov. Itis the best exposition so far of the 
nature, causes, and effects of the French 
Revolution. And it is the severest possible 
arraignment of the corrupt and damnable 
despotism of chureh and state under 
George III. Mr. Conway givs Paine his 
true position in each of those historic 
epochs, and he is the first man who has 
ever done so. It is the disgrace of Amer- 
ica that, through an abject and slavish 
fear of the church, the memory of the man 
who contributed most to the establishment 
of the great republic should hav been so 
long neglected. But the work has at last 
been done; the tribute due to the immor- 
tal author of ‘‘Common Sense,” which 
virtually secured American independence; 
of the ‘‘Rights of Man,” which made 
every European despotism tremble on its 
throne, and of the ‘‘Age of Reason,” 
which has partly civilized Christianity— 
that tribute has been paid, and Moncure D. 
Conway deserves the gratitude of every 
man who loves liberty and acknowledges 
the sovereignty of reason. 

This short and hasty notice of the work 
is only intended to call attention to it. 
Every truth seeker should at once procure 
it. Itis simply invaluable. It is in two 
handsome volumes, and will be supplied 
by the Truth Seeker Company for $5. 
Send for it, and when you hav read it 
hand it to your neighbor, It will and 
certainly ought to work a radical revolu- 
tion in American thought and feeling on 
the subject of Thomas Paine, and in doing 
so will administer to the church the severest _ 
possible blow. Jas. W. BRENTS. 


ignorant superstition of religion. If we 
had more TRUTH SEEKERS and less Chris- 
tian Advocates and Apostolic Guides in 
this country we would hav a perfect form 
of government in a short time 
Respectfully, Cuas. WICKLIFFE. 


A Brother Riseth in Meeting and Tes- 
tifieth. 
Bruce, S. D., March 5, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: As our brothers in Christ 
say, I wish to testify to the goodness of— 
no, not God, nor J. H. Christ, but Nature, 
Reason, and Science, believing I can rely 
more fully upon the latter than the former. 

We are having a course of lectures de- 
livered by ©. L. Abbott, of Estelline, 
S. D., which are very interesting, enter- 
taining, and instructiv. His first lecture, 
“The Higher Criticism,” was listened to 
by a visiting pilot, who took some excep- 
tions to his (Abbott’s) remarks, and an- 
nounced to the audience that he would 
reply the following Sunday. Well, Sun- 
day came, and of all the replies I ever 
heard that was the slimmest. He never 
touched the subject in question at all, but 
went on to describe a seven-horned mon- 
ster, and handled him so roughly that he 
finally got his last horn sawed off. From 
that he went on to describe an angel, who 
suffered terribly from acorn on his toe. 
And, to conclude, he became honest, and 
stated that he did not know what the 
Higher Criticism was. But, nevertheless, 
there were a lot of ignorant, superstitious 
fools who swallowed the whole, and pro- 
nounced it good. 
© Not wishing to intrude, I will close, re- 
gretting that death will ever overtake such 
as the Editor of Taz TRUTH Szexen, R., G. 
Ingersoll, John Peck, Watson Heston, 
and many other good men too numerous to 
mention. C. E. Eves. 


Has a Cabinet of Material Proofs That 
the Earth Is Over Six Thonsand Years 


Old. 
CLARKSVILLE, PA., Apr. 24, 1893. 


Mr. Eprror: Please forward to my ad- 
dress ‘‘Crimes of Preachers,” with the 
late additions, and also send me ‘‘ Infidels 
and Charity,” a leaflet. 

T hav been a Freethinker for over thirty- 
five years, and a collector of natural curi- 
osities of the world’s antiquity, and to-day 
I possess one of the largest and the finest 
collections in thestate of Pennsylvania, I 
could not stand the belief of what is called 
religion, and I started to collect those 
specimens out of the earth; and whenever 
Christians look at my collection their 
minds get confounded and a great number 
of them hav said the Bible has made some 
mistakes in the creation and my record is 
correct. 

I am very poor, and my health is very 
poor, but I am backing up Freethought, 
and I am well known on that subject in 
my locality; and I say here for all of you 
Freethinkers, if ever any one of you 
should come through these parts, stop to 
see me. 

I am taking THE TRUTH SEEKER and I 
am lending it around very freely. 

G. W. Urmson. 


Short Sermon on a Bible Text. 
Parouse, Wasu., Feb. 9, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: As others hav taken in 
hand to set forth the gospel nonsense, I 
too feel inspired to write a few lines. 

“In the beginning God created the 
heavens and the earth, and the earth was 
without form, and void: and darkness was 
upon the face of the deep. And the spirit 
of God moved upon the face of the 
waters.” Now, to be without form would 
be to not be at all. Can anything exist 
and be without form? All matter has a 
form. It must be something or nothing 
To be something is to hav a form. The 
spirit of God moved on the face of the 
water. There was no form of an earth. 
Was the water frozen? And did God hav 
a pair of skates, and skate on both sides at 
once? or was the water a ball of ice? 
That’s it—and God got to skating, and the 
ice got to whirling, and as God could not 
drive out the inhabitants of the valley 
neither could he stop skating; so he 
skated till his skates wore out, and he 
kept on skating till there was nothing left 
but the Holy Ghost; and the Holy Ghost 
kept on skating till the Ghost was all worn 
out and there was nothing but the holy 
left. Oh, where, oh, where is the Chris- 
tian God? 

Inclosed find $1 for a new Bible Picture 
Book. James W., ROBERTSON. 


On the Danger Awaiting Us. 

Cuaris Home, New Yor, May 5, 1898. 

Mr. Eprtor: I was greatly amused in 
reading the spite proclaimed by your 
gentle lady correspondent from Pennsyl- 
vania. You hav warning of your fate and 
must know what you hav to expect should 
you send another paper to Dr. Stroup. 
One thousand dollars is promised to be 
expended to stop your paper. Shall the 
lady succeed? We shall see. It was 
rather rough on the lady for you to pub- 
lish her want of judgment in reference to 
Tux TRUTH SEEKER. S. R. THORNE. 


Eager for Putnam’s Fervid Phrases, 
Eureka, Uran, Apr. 26, 1893. 
Mr. Eprtor: Tus TRUTH SEEKER be- 
came, and will be, the friend of my family. 
Having tried my best among my Liberal 
friends, I could not do much for your 
great weekly, as many of them are afraid 
they might step on a good Christian’s toe 
by becoming known as subscribers to it. 
But still I hope some of them will soon 
subscribe. Inclosed find $3 for one year’s 
subscription, and if possible send me No. 
15, as I would not like to miss Mr. Put- 
nam’s continuance of ‘‘ Religion a Curse, 
Religion a Disease, Religion a Lie.” 
Your Liberal friend, 
STEPHEN LOSSMANN. 


We Are Joyful to Hav Done You Good. 
VILLA Grove, CoL., May 4, 1893. 

Mr. Epritor: I thought I would write 
you a few lines to thank you and your 
Company for your paper, the blessed 
TRUTH SEEKER, the best in the world, and 
for the great benefit you are doing with 
the pictures. They will open the eyes of 
all that see them. 

I inclose $2.10 for the following books: 
Helen H. Gardener’s ‘‘ Men, Women, and 
Gods” and ‘Pulpit, Pew, and Cradle;” 
Saladin’s ‘‘Isaure;” ‘‘Crimes of Preach- 
ers;” Thomas Paine’s ‘‘ Age of Reason;” 
“ Liberty in Literature,” by R. G. Inger- 
soll. Duaaup MoDonaxzp. 


There Is a Devil, or ‘Great Old 
Dragon.” 
Wasuinaton, D. C., Apr. 20, 1893. 

Mr. Epitor: Your correspondent is 
sometimes tempted to believe that there is 
something in the story of the ‘‘Great Old 
Dragon,” and thinks the simile is very ap- 
propriately applied to the church of 
Rome. If Samuel were living to-day he 
would not hay to consult the witch of 
Endor to find out what that arch-enemy of 
progress is trying to do for the United 
States. The spirit of the Inquisition still 
burns within her. Our public schools are 
under the ban of her displeasure. 

Colonel Ingersoll delivered a masterly 
address here some time since. As usual, 
he has been ‘‘answered” several times 
since, and as usual those answers abounded 
in personal abuse and little argument. 

The Spiritualists are dividing their time 
between conversing with the ‘‘dear de- 
parted ” and showing up the fallacies of 
the Christian scheme. 

At Sheldon’s Hall, every Sunday, a 
number of Freethinkers meet and discuss 
the leading topics of the day. So-called 
religion is handled without gloves, and 
much good is done in awakening the peo- 
ple to a knowledge of its absurdity and 
inconsistencies. Salvation is twenty-five 
above par in Washington, judging by the 
admission fee charged at the Romish 
churches here, and Satolli, the American 
pope, has not stopped the proceedings, 
either. 

One of the priests at a certain church 
came out on the steps and, seeing a poor 
beggar woman, scantily clad in rags and 
half starved, standing near awaiting the 
charity of the church-goers, ordered an 
usher to drive her away. ‘‘ By their fruits 
ye shall know them.” ‘© CHIARO.” 


Morality Without Christianity. 
Newton, Ia., Apr. 24, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: Tue TRUTH SEEKER is a 
regular visitor once a week, and is appre- 
ciated very much. 

We had the pleasure of having Franklin 
Steiner here on the 16th inst. to address 
the people of this place. Subject in the 
afternoon, ‘‘Secularism and Morality 
Without Christianity; evening, ‘‘Is the 
Bible of Divine Inspiration?” The audi- 
ence was more than we expected, and I 
never saw such attention given by any 
body of people before. The masterly 
manner in which Mr. Steiner handled the 
subjects was enough to open the eyes of 
any thinking person. We will surely hav 
Mr. Steiner here again. 

Best wishes for THE TRUTH SEEKER and 
long may it liv. H. L. Morrirt. 


Disfranchise Incompetent Individuals, 
Not Classes. 
Portuanp, Kan., May 10, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: I see that you hav given 
my last article the desired attention, and 
as there hav since been several others, 
both for and against, on this question and 
one in direct reply to my effort, please 
allow me space # second time. 

I suppose that the gentleman, Mr. 
Laperche, has sunk back utterly exhausted 
since he made that frantic ‘‘grab ” for his 
pen, and “‘slung” out his deadly opinion; 
surely such an opinion ought to make him 
sink into oblivion, where he would hav no 
desire to ‘‘sling ” said opinion again. 

It seems to hay given the gentleman 
considerable trouble in trying to fix a 
title to my name. He says ‘‘Miss or 
Mrs.” no less than four times; calla me 


A Siding and a Disagreeing -With A. 
Augusta Chapman. 
Darras, ORe., Feb. 20, 1893. 
Drar Mapam: I side with you that there 
is a designer. We find him with our 
senses. How wonderfully he made those 
microbes which cause epidemics; the 
bacteria which eat up millions of lungs; 
the ascarides; the three-inch-long worms; 
the tapeworms one hundred feet long; the 
skin-eaters; the musketos with such fine 
song, so accommodating that they come 
into one’s house—their wonderful bill, the 
horny piercer with two saws, real surgical 
instruments; then the sucker; then the 


Thanks for Your List. 
Aron Braon, CAL., March 8, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: I inclose $5 for renewal of 
subscription, with premium, and one trial 
subscriber; also list of Wiberal-minded 
men who I think are not yet awakened to 
the importance of the Liberal movement, 


but with the help of a little good literature 


‘*Madam” once, and at last, in sheer 
desperation, leans forward with that 
heart-rending appeal, calls ‘‘Oh, Laura, 
Laura.” 

Now, I hav no desire to follow the ex- 
ample of my opponent and ‘‘sling” my 


opinion at him, but if he does not care to | 


make a disgusted smile over the faces of 
his readers, I would kindly advise him 
in the name of good taste, decency, and 
common sense to refrain from using 
what seems very much like ‘sentimental 
` gush” (please pardon the use of slang) in 
the future. He may hay a burning de- 
sire to ‘‘sling out” his opinion, but the 
readers of Taw Troura SEEKER, I feel 
sure, want something more substantial 
with which to feed their brains. If Mr. 
Laperche would refer to some good work 
on etiquet he would hay no trouble in 
finding the correct title. 

In regard to his making any points 
against my article, I wili simply leave it 


with the readers of both his article and į 


mine to decide, for I hay faith enough in 
these people to believe that they will de- 
cide in a sensible manner whether they 
are for or against me, 

But while I leave this question thus, 
and shall endeavor to keep away from this 
ground, let me show up a few of his own 
direct contradictions and inconsistencies. 

1. In his attempt to answer my. ques- 
tion, how women are to be prepared to 
vote, he says, ‘‘I fear the only answer 
will be to emancipate them.” He then 
goes right on tosay thatif we do this thing, 
then our chance for improvement will be 
indefinitly lost, thus admitting the 
chance for improvement would be through 
emancipation, yet claiming that all chance 
for improvement would be indefinitly 
lost by the same act. How is he going to 
reconcile these two statements ? 

2. Let us look at his figures. He 
claims that twenty per cent of the voting 
population votes intelligently, and says 
that the women’s vote would reduce this 

intelligent number from twenty to five 
per cent. Now, let us see. Suppose 
that there are twenty million of legal 
voters at present, twenty per. cent of this 
number would be four million, according 
to his statement, intelligent voters. Now, 
if we giv woman the ballot, we will sup- 
pose the number is doubled, making forty 
million, instead of twenty million, as it 
now is, In order that his statement be 
true, we will hav to divide this number 
forty million by twenty, in order to ob- 
tain five per cent. When we do this 

‘we find that the number of intelligent 
voters is reduced from four million to 
two million. Thus we see that if his state- 
ment is correct, not only would ali 
the women vote ignorantly, but two 
million of the number of men that did 
vote intelligently would either cease to 
vote or else lose their intelligence. Surely 
women hay a powerful influence over in- 
telligent voters; but we doubt this influ- 
ence would leave Mr. Laperche unchanged. 
Now I ask if it is not apparent to all that 
Mr. Laperche has overreached himself in 
his mighty effort to make it appear that 
women are 80 ignorant. 

The gentleman has shown me a new 
class of Liberals. He belongs to this 
class, The one who does a wrong, knows 
it to be,such, and is opposed to a change, 
for he admits that it is a great injustice to 
deny to women the right of suffrage, yet 
he is very unwilling to giv them justice. 
Mr. Laperche admits that his method is 
not right, so let us see if there if not 

-a better way. If there must be a re- 
striction placed upon the ballot, so that 
progress may not be retarded (which I do 
not deny), why not let intelligence of 
the individual, regardless of sex, do our 
voting? Thus giving to each voter a cer- 
tificate of brains as wellas of residence. I 
ask, is not this a fair method, or would 
the gentleman in question arise with the 
objection that this would debar him? 

In regard to the accusation of my 
being an orthodox Christian in poor dis- 
guise, and also my favoring Sunday lav, 
as my opponent infers, I will say that I 
take sides with those who are in favor of 
opening the World’s Fair on Sunday, and 
no orthodox church would receive me as a 

’ member, because I am an outspoken op- 

ponent to so-called orthodoxy. However, 

I very earnestly contend for law (as I 

said in my former letter), intelligent law, 
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protecting people in their pursuit of hap- 
piness on Sunday and on all other days. 
If I am governed by a just law I do not 
consider myself aslave in so doing, but 
rather that I am enjoying myself the great- 
est amount of liberty that can be granted 
to human beings by being protected by 
said Jaw. 

I would like to correct Mr. Laperche in 
two of his assertions: first, he says that 
Mrs. Schwartz is the first objector to 
woman’s voting. He certainly cannot 
expect us poor, ignorant women to be- 
lieve that. For {I do not doubt but that 
this question was opposed and defended 
before Mrs. Schwartz was born. Second, 
he says, ‘‘It is a noted fact that the great 
lights of the Woman’s Rights party, such 
as Mrs. Colman, Mrs. Slenker, Miss 
Gardener, Miss Wixon, and others, hav 
not yet attempted to answer Mrs. 
Schwartz’s objections, ete.” What an 
assertion ! when he must know, if he 
knows anything, that no lecturer on this 
question ever leaves the floor without 
completely showing the fallacy of said 
ladies’ assertions and arguments. Mrs. 
Schwartz’s objections are the same as 
many that hav objected before her, all of 
which hav been answered. Besides, we 
hav facts to prove, as the late electionin 
Kansas has just shown, that the women 
voted as wisely as the men. This may be 
verified by reading the leading daily 
papers. 

I fully agree with Mr. Laperche (if he 


-Ineans what he says), when he says that 


these lights of the Woman’s Rights party 
are ‘‘ wise, honest, and true.” So dol. 
But when he admits that they are wise he 
must also admit that he is unwise, for I 
am certain that their sentiments are not a 
eorroboration of Mr. Laperche’s letter. 
Our triumph in progress is indeed glori- 
ous, but we might make it more so if we 
did not hav so many Liberals (?) who are 
not willing to right their own acknowledged 
wrongs. And now I will say that I still un- 
derstand that the Freethought Federation 
upholds law and order, and desires to giv 
equal rights to all regardless of sex; 
fostering good and suppressing evil. To 
such an organization a few of us in this 
place would be proud to belong. 
Lavra Knox, 


Thinks the Single Tax Would Remove 
Superstition and All Evils. 
Brooxtyy, N. Y., May 10, 1893. 

Mr. Eprtor: In the effort to abolish 
from the minds of men the superstitions 
of the past, the principal factor in the best 
method is ignored. The best method is 
education. The principal factor is free- 
dom. And as education is impossible ex- 
cept to the degree of existing freedom, it 
follows that absolute freedom by insuring 
greater education will, to a tremendous 
extent, abolish superstition. The least 
abridgment of freedom is tyranny. And 
if it can be proved that superstition is the 
result of tyranny, which it probably can 
be, the effort of all should be to obtain 
perfect liberty for each and all. As we 
can agree that superstition is the dreaded 
offspring of wedded ignorance and fear, 
and that fear is a kind of relativ to ig- 
norance, if we can prove that ignorance is 
the result of poverty, and poverty the re- 
sult of tyranny, the evidence will be con- 
clusiy that superstition is the indirect 
result of oppression—tyranny. The first 
proposition which we hav to deal with is: 
Ignorance the result of poverty. Igno- 
rance is the absence of knowledge. Such 
a condition may be the effect of any or all 
of three causes—the lack of desire to 
know, inability to obtain the means, and 
insufficient leisure. The lack of desire to 
know may be caused by defect or disease 
of the mind, as the desire for wealth over- 
shadowing all other desires, or, being sur- 
rounded by uncivilized conditions, there 
exists no inducement to learn. The ina- 
bility to obtain the means is caused by ex- 
penditures equaling profits, and insuffi- 
cient leisure is caused by the strict and 
long application necessary for the main- 
tenance of life. 

All these causes save one are the results 
of poverty, and that one to a great degree 
finds its origin in the same source. Over- 
work, insufficient means of living, monot- 
ony of life, and resulting despondency will 
often end in disease of the mind, 


The dual sights of extreme wealth and 
abject poverty, as men in tattered rags or 
far from ample clothing, with children and 
wives in a half-starved condition, inevita- 
bly fosters an abnormal longing for 
wealth, to which the desirable ‘‘ specula- 
tiv thought” must surely succumb. 

The uncivilized conditions which exist 
in the tenement districts of. New York 
and all cities, the crimes, brutal pleasures, 
degraded surroundings, insufficient food, 
inadequate protection from cold, and com- 
plete absence of refinements can never lift 
from the black chasm of ignorance the 
mind of man. Why? Because ‘‘ the [in- 
tellectual] progress is one, not of internal 
power, but external advantage,” ‘‘ and the 
difference which ensues between the acts 
of the two children will be caused, so far 
as we know, solely by the pressure of ex- 
ternal circumstances; by which I [Buckle: 
H. of C.] mean the surrounding opinions, 
knowledge, associations, in a word the 
entire mental atmosphere in which the 
two children are respectivly nurtured.” 
Even if it should happen that a particular 
mind touched by other influences had 
ripened into a desire to know the reason 
why—to study cause and effect, expendi- 
ture equaling income, and thus depriving 
the means, would result in its death, and 
we can safely conclude that equalization of 
income and expenditure is absolute; if it 
was not, the above conditions would not 
exist. 

So we hav seen that poverty is in part 
the cause of disease of the mind, is the 
cause of wealth overshadowing desire 
for knowledge, and is the cause of un- 
civilized surroundings which are detri- 
mental to civilization; is the cause of ina- 
bility to obtain means and of insufficient 
leisure. If these are caused by poverty, 
what is the cause of the greater part of ig- 
norance but poverty? 

Now let us take another step. The 
second proposition is: Poverty the result 
of the abridgment of freedom, of oppres- 
sion. Poverty is an inadequate supply of 
wealth. Poverty may be caused by the 
denial of the right to produce wealth, or 
to retain wealth when produced. Perfect 
liberty, which is all that equity can claim, 
accords to each the equal right to do what- 
soever he wills, ‘‘provided he infringes 
not the equal freedom of any other.” 

‘Given a race of beings having like 
elaims to pursue the objects of their de- 
sires, given a world into which such beings 
are similarly born, and it unavoidably fol- 
lows that they hav equal rights to the 
use of this world. For if each of them 
has freedom to do all that he wills, pro- 
vided he infringes not the equal free- 
dom of any other, then each of them is 
free to use the earth for the satisfaction of 
his wants, provided he allows all others 
the same liberty, and conversely it is 
manifest that no one or part of them may 
use the earth in such a way as to prevent 
the rest from similarly using it; seeing 
that to do this is to assume greater free- 
dom than the rest, and consequently to 
break the law.” 

Now, if we can prove that the right to 
produce wealth and the right to retain the 
wealth produced is denied, it becomes evi- 
dent that we hav not perfect liberty, but, 
on the contrary, tyranny. And as we 
hav seen that poverty is the cause of ig- 
norance, and ignorance of superstition, it 
follows that in order to obtain freedom of 
thought and liberty of speech we must 
secure liberty, absolute and equal. 

Let us see what we can prove. Wealth 
is that product of labor which gratifies de- 
sire. Let us be careful and not confound 
money with wealth. Money is simply a 
medium of exchange. It is a certificate 
that so much wealth has been produced, 
and the owner has a right to the certified 
amount of production. But money is not 
wealth except as a commodity. Wealth is 
merely a result of labor—it is a gratifying 
production. i l 

Now, it is evident that the right to liv 
upon this earth is denied to the majority, 
except upon condition of payment for the 
privilege to its assumed owners. Under 
this condition, in most instances, rent for 
the land, taxes upon commodities, and in- 
terest for the house, being excessiv, de- 
nies the right to the use of this earth, 
which likewise denies the right to produce 
wealth. 
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Again, taxes are levied on commodities 
of all kinds—those which we eat, wear, 
liv within, and admire. That is to say, 
personal property must be divided, or 
shared. with the community. Therefore, 
personal property or wealth is partially 
denied to or taken from its owner by the 
government, the people, and by the 
monopolization of land the assumed own- 
ers of the earth can collect, at their option, 
a greater or less amount of the production 
—the wealth—and thus the part of the 
product which the producer shall keep is 
decided, not by the producer, but by the 
owners of the earth. 

The sequence of all this is poverty. 
There being no outlet for labor, because 
of the denial of the right of access to land, 
the labor market is overstocked, hence 
‘wages fall to a bare subsistence,” and 
where labor works on given capital, for 
which there should be but the return 
called interest, ail production going to 
labor, competition is so severe that it is 
necessary for the laborer to be robbed of 
the greater part of his wages—his produc- 
tion—to exist. 

So we see that poverty is the result of 
oppression, of the denial of rights; is 
simply the result of the abridgment of 
freedom. Thus we see that tyranny is the 
source of the greater part of superstition. 
For what is tyranny but the assumption 
and wielding of an unjust and monstrous 
power which is denied by equity? It is 
naught but a forcible denial of the equal 
right. What are kings and queens but 
tyrants? And why tyrants? Simply be- 
cause they taie the power to exercise and 
compel. Then imagin a thousand acres 
ruled and conditioned by one man who, 
although unable to put it to full use, de- 
nies access to all others. Compare this 
with a kingdom, and think of a king or 
queen denying the use of any part of this 
kingdom to all others. Think of having 
to bend a knee to pomp, then think of 
having to pay heavily for the right to liv 
upon this earth. Which is the greater 
humiliation? Has one person more right 
to liv upon this earth than another? If 
he has, where did he get it from? By 
what method are we to prove the greater 
right? For my part I cannot see why the 
monopolization of land is not just as foul 
and tyrannical as the monopolization of 
governments—why dictators are not just 
as bad as monarchs. 

But, as we see that superstition is the 
indirect resu't of oppression, let us remove 
the cause. Let us giv to everyone an 
equal right to the use of this world. We 
can do this by the denial of special priv- 
ileges—we can do this by treating all 
equitably and impartially : 

By ceasing to interfere with personal 
property, which is everything that can be 
produced by the person, and by taking 
only that which belongs to all—to the 
community. By taking only that which 
no one can make but which all cannot help 
but make. That is to say, the full rental 
value of the land. 

This method would make the holding of 
unused land unprofitable. It would, con- 
sequently, employ all now idle labor, and 
when labor could not be obtained the con- 
sequence would be the rejection of 
unused land; hence a new road being 
opened, the labor market would become 
scarce, wages would go up to the full ca- 
pacity of labor to create wealth, improve- 
ments being untaxed, and wéalth bountiful 
and pretty equally distributed would re- 
sult in very little superstition and less 
poverty, grander civilization, short hours 
for laboring, and following, broader and 
more thorough intellectual attainments, 
freedom in thought, and liberty of speech, 
There may be those who object upon the 
theory of ‘‘the survival of the fittest.” 
Those who object on that cround take, 
relativly, the same position that the 
church took regarding anesthetics—that 
pain was the result of God’s wishes, and 
should not be allayed. But as science 
adopts for her motto, ‘‘We liv to benefit 
our progeny,” it can be reasonably hoped 
that she will join heart and hand for its 
benefit. 

A single tax on land values has been 
popularly treated in ‘‘Social Problems,” 
and scientifically in ‘‘ Progress and 
Poverty,” by the immortal lover of liberty, 
Henry George. 


Sincerely yours, L. B, 
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Children’s Gorner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wrxon, Fall 


River, Mass., to whom all Communica- 
tions for this Corner should be sent. 


“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
panse in the day’s occupations 


Comes & 
h nown as the Children’s Hour.” 


That is 


The Cat’s Explanation. 


You ask the reason, litt'e friends, 
Why cats don’t wash their faces 

Before they eat, as children do, 
In all good Christian places. 


Well, years ago. a famous cat, 
The pangs of hunger feeling, 

Had chanced to catch a fine young mouse 
Who said, as he ceased squealing, 


“ All genteel folks their faces wash, 
Before they think of eating!” 
And wishing to be thought well bred, 
Puss heeded his entreating. 


But when she raised her paw to wash, 
Chance for escape affording, 

The sly young mouse then said good-bye 
Without respect to wording. 


A feline council met that day, 
And passed in solemn meeting 
A law forbidding any cat 
To wash till after eating. 
Eva J. BEvpE. 
a 


Sunday and Marbles. 


First Scene: Bobbie and Johnnie play- 
ing marbles. Clergyman stopping in his 
walk near them. 

Clergyman: ‘‘My sons, did you not 
know it is wicked to play marbles on Sun- 
day ?” 

Bobbie: ‘‘No; is it?” 

Clergyman: ‘‘ Yes, indeed, very wicked. 
You should remember the Sabbath day 
and keep it holy.” 

Johnnie: ‘‘ Who says so?” 


C.: ‘*The Bible tells us so.” 

B.: ‘The Bible—what’s that?” 

C.: ‘You don’t know what the Bible is?” 
B.: ‘* No—honest.” 

J.: “T do, for I’m older’n he is. It’s a 


book that tells a few good things, a little 
history that’s true, lots that isn’t, two or 
three cart-loads of other lies, and——” 

C.: “Tut, tut. You must not speak 
thus of the Bible—it is Ged’s holy word.” 

B.: ‘‘Holy, holy; how can a word hav 
a hole in it, and who is God?” 

C. (aside): ‘How horribly ignorant 
and depraved. (Aloud) God is the su- 
preme infinit being, the creator of all 
things.” 

B.: ‘* Did he make folks?” 

C.: “Certainly.” 

J.: ‘He made an awful bungling piece 
of work when he made Jim Clark, Sal 
Amadon, and lots of others.” 

B.: “And Mr. Smigginus’s calf, that had 
two extra feet and legs, little things grow- 
ing out on each shoulder, and don’t do 
him a bit of good, nor even look pretty.” 

C. (aside): ‘* Patience, if I would bring 
them to the fold. (Aloud) God’s ways are 
not as our ways.” 

: “ Well, I should say not.” 

.: *“ Please tell us how God looks?” 
: ‘*Man was made in God’s image.” 
: ‘© Where does he liv?” ` 

: **In heaven.” 

: “4 Where is that?” 

J.: ‘“‘ Heaven is above the sky some- 
where, Robby.” : 


BOWORH 


B.: ‘*Does he hav hands and feet?” 
C.: “As we are made in his image, he 
must hav. The Bible says the earth is his 


footstool.” 

B.: ‘‘ What a long-legged feller he must 
be. Strange no one ever sees his feet.” 

J.: “ Perhaps he puts one foot on each 
of the poles; but I should think they 
would get jerked off when the earth turns 
on its axis or moves around in its orbit.” 

C. (Rolling his eyes upward): ** What 
depravity. I feel terribly angry. It 
would do me good to thrash them soundly. 
(Aloud) I see I can do nothing but pray 
for you.” 

J.: ‘Now, mister, you think we don’t 
know much; but we know a heap too 
much to believe God would care if we 
played marbles on Sunday (if there is 
such a feller). We don’t steal, nor fight, 
and your Sunday-school boys do both.” 

B.: “And only this morning your own 
boy was going along to Sunday-school and 
made fun of our clothes, ’cause they wasn’t 
so good as his’n. And he called us bad 
names, and we don’t do that either.” 


(Clergyman starts to leave.) 

J.: “No, we don’t; but when we see a 
boy that isn’t dressed 2s good as we are, 
or hunchbacked, or lame, or hungry, we 
are sorry for him.” 

SADIE ÅTHENA Macoon, ~ 

Los Angeles, Cal. 


——— 


The Cat and the Sparrow. 


A cat caught a sparrow, and was about 
to eat, when the sparrow said: ‘‘No gen- 
tleman eats till he has first washed his 
face.” : : 

The cat, struck with this remark, set the 
sparrow down and began to wash his face. 
The sparrow then flew away. This vexed 
Tom, and he said: ‘‘As long as I liv, I 
will eat first, and wash my face afterward.” 

$$ 


Correspondence. 


Benzamin, Uran, May 38, 1898. 
Drar Miss Wrxon: My papa takes TuE 
TRUTH SEEKER and thinks it a very good 
paper. There has been a revival in 
Benjamin this winter in the Presbyterian 
church. Papa and mamma hay been to 
the city. All the Mormons hay been to 
the Temple; now the children are going to 
the Temple. There is one of my cousins 
from England living with papa’s family. 
He is thirteen years old. There are no 
leaves on the trees yet. It was snowing 
on the 29th of April. I go to school now. 
The teacher is going to giv a prize to our 
class if we will learn the tunes; the one 
that learns them first will get the prize. 
Two of my aunts hav joined the Presby- 

terian church and one of my uncles. 
Your friend, Ross E. Howr. 


San Jacinto, CAL., Apr. 27, 1898. 

Miss Susan Wixon, Dear Friend: It 
has been a long time since I last wrote to 
your ‘‘happy Corner.” 

I do not often see letters from this part 
of California. 

I go to school and study history, arith- 
metic, physical geography, music, draw- 
ing, spelling, grammar, reading, and busi- 
ness forms. 

T like to read Taz TRUTH SEEKER very 
much, especially the works of Ingersoll. 

Everything is turning golden now; in 
about three or four weeks harvest will 
begin. 
I would like to correspond with some of 
the readers of THE TRUTH SEEKER. 

Your Liberal friend. 
Lucrnpa C. CLARK. 


Forreston, ILE., Apr. 8, 1893. 
Miss Susan H. Wrxon ann Littin 
CornER Frmnps: I will now take the 
pleasure of writing a few lines to the Chil- 
dren’s Corner. I hav been a reader of 
Toe TRUTH SEEKER for about sixteen 
years, and hav read the Children’s Cor- 
ner ever since it was published. When I 
was reading the sweet little letters to my. 
little boy to-day he said: ‘*‘ Why can’t you 
or papa write such a nice letter, mamma?” 
When I told him I would write a letter 
some time, he was very glad. There are 
few Freethinkers around here I hav 
only had the pleasure of henring two 
Freethinkers speak. One was Mr. Bell, 
and the other was Mr. Remsburg, who 
spoke at our house. I liked to hear them 
very well. I will close for this time. 
Wishing you success in all your under- 
takings, I remain, Yours truly, 
Mrs. H. B. AKKERMAN. 
N.B.—Will the little boys and girls 
please send my little boy, Bernard, a 
few ocean and sea shells for his collection? 
I will pay postage and will also try and 
return the favor. Address: 
H. B. Akkerman, 
Forreston, Ogle Co., TIl. 


Norta Kansas, Uran, May 4, 1893. 

Dear Miss Wrxon: I am a reader of the 
Children’s Corner and, not finding any 
letter from this place, I will for the first 
time write a few lines, and at the same time 
tell my grief. My brother died with pneu- 
monia on the last day of March, aged 
fourteen years. Papa, mamma, grandma, 
and I are left alone to mourn his loss. 

My brother took lots of interest in his 
schooling, and one thing is certain, that 
he did not hav his head troubled by any 
religion. 

In our district school, whereI hav been 
a scholar, we hav a lady teacher who is a 
Methodist, and she says he is still alive; 
but, if she does not bring him to me alive, 
how can I believe that she knows? 

I am a girl eleven years of age, and am 
now going to private school. 

Papa takes a number of papers, but Tar 
TRUTH SEEKER is the best, and I like the 
pictures. 

Well, I must close, for fear of my letter 
being too long. With best wishes to all in 
the Children’s Corner, 

Iam your little Freethinker friend, 

WILHELMINA LUNDBERG. 


[We deeply sympathize with Wilhelmina 
and her parents and grandma in the loss of 


A aa 


a brother and son. He has only gone a 
little in advance of others, for death is 
common to all who liv. While we re- 
member the virtues of our dead, it is true 
philosophy to bear our grief and loneliness 
as patiently as possible, and love more 
fondly those who still remain with us.— 
Ep. C. C.] 


GOLD. SILVER. 


MINES AND STOCKS, 


CHAS. F. BLACKBURN, 
Mining Geologist, Seattle, Wash, 


Special attention given to, the expert examina- 
tion of mineral properties in the United States 
and British Columbia. 


MINES 80UGHT AND SOLD 


Precious Metal Mines a Specialty. Can 
furnish any kind of mineral pro erty Platinum, 
Gold, Silver, Quicksilver, Nickel, Copper, Lead. 
Antimony, Iron, Manganese, Mica, and Coal. Also 
Slate. Granit, Limestone, and Sandstone quarries. 


RICH GOLD AND SILVER MINES FOR SALE. 


Rare bargains in gold quartz, gold placers, and 

old-silver galena mines in Kootenay and Cari- 

oo districts, British Columbia. Only a few 
hundred dollars will buy valuable mining inter- 
ests, a bonanza for a few thousand. Correspond- 
ence solicited; sampling, assays and mill tests; 
all work strictly scientific; investments carefully 
placed; bargains, guaranteed; twenty years’ 
mining and geological experience. 


MILLIONS IN THE MOUNTAINS ! 
METAL. MINERAL. 


8mol4 


LITTLE FREETHINKER. 


Friends, please ry our LITTLE FREE-' 
THINKER, the only paper published for the 
young free from superstition, 50 cents a yea“. I 
will send it and Foote’s Health Monthly for 50 
cents; or it and “ Little Lessons” for 75 cents; or 
¿nd THE TRUTH SEEKER for $3. Address 


ELMINA D. SLENKER, Soowville, Va. 


SUSAN WIXON'S BOOKS. 


ee 


> 

All in a Lifetime. 
lzmo, 300 pp., $1. 

Apples of Gold. 


A Liberal Romance. 


And Other Stories for 
Boys and Girls. 12mo, 383 pp., $1.25. 

The Story Hour. An Exceptionally Hand- 
some and Interesting Book, Without Supersti- 
tion, for Children and Youth The Only Free- 
thinkers’ Children’s, Story-book ever issued. 
66 full-page illustrations and 25 smaller; large 
type, heavy, toned paper, broad margins, illus- 
trated covers; 4to, 224 pp., boards, $1. 

Address, THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


B. F. UNDERWOGD’S Wei... 
FOR SALE AT THE TRUTH SEEKER OFFICE, 
Essays and. Lectures. Embracing Infiv 
ence of Christianity on Civilization; Chri 
tianity and Materialism; What Likcralism ofte; 
in Place of Christianity; Scientific. Materialisn. 
Woman; Spiritualism from a Materialisti 
Standpoint; Paine the Political and Religion 
Reformer; Materialism and Crime; Wilf th 
Coming Man Worship God? Crimes and Cruc} 
ties of Christianity: he Authority of the Bible 
Freethought Judged by Its Fruits; Our Idea 
of God 300 pp., paper, 60 cents. 


Influence of Christianity upon Civiliza 
tion. 25 cents. z 

Christianity and Materialism. 15 cents. 

What Liberalism Offers in Place @ 
Christianity. 10 cents. 

Scientific Materialism ; Its Meaning ani 
Tendency. 10 cents. 

Spiritualism from a Materialistic Stand 
point. 10 cents. 

Paine the Political and Religions Re 
former. 10 cents. 

Woman: Her Past and Present; 
Rights and Wrongs, 10 cents. 

Materialism and Crime. 10 cents. 

Will the Coming Man Worship God! 
10 cents. 

twelve Tracts. 


teal 20 cents 


Hei 


Scientific and Theolog. 
aot 


Essay on Wiiracles. 


By DAVID HUME. 
Pris =- a a è 8D CATE 


Books by Helen H. Gardener. 


New Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 


Men, Women and Gods, 


ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 


Price, cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 
The Trade Supplied at Special Discounts. 


IS THIS YOUR SON, MY LORD? 


4 Fascinating Story of Radical Truths on 
Religion and Social Matters. 
Price. cloth. &J: paper, 50 cents. 


PRAY YOU, SIR, WHOSE 
DAUGHTER? 


A NEW NOVEL. 


Price, cloth, $1. | Paper, 50 cents. 


Ad THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
dress n TR niaca, New York. 


Spiritualism Sustained, 


FIVE LECTURES. 
By John R. Kelso, A.M. 
Jamo, cloth. $1.00 


Superstition in All Ages, 


BY JBAN MPSLIBPR, 


A French 
Cathoties f 
Priest.whot i 
renounced |: |p, 
Christian- 
ityand Êx- 
posed the 
Falseness |B 
of that Re- 
ligion and 
the object 
of the 
Pr ests 
boed. Pae 
ger, 66 
cents; 
eloth, $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY. 


Self-Contradictions of the Bible 


laa 

Moral, Theological, Historical, and Speculative 
Propositions. 

Prica, ` 6 ° - - 


15 cents. 


AN OUTLINE OF THE 


FRENCH REVOLUTION, 


Ite Causes and Results. 
By W. S. BELL. Paper, 12mo, 25 cts. 


i Sati Ss ' 
Paine Vinaicatea 
Reply to New York server. 

By R. G. INGERSGUL. 
With “A ROMAN CATHOLIO CANARD.” 
Price, 15 cents. 


Holy Bible Abridged. 


The passages unfit for family reading. 
Paper, 30 cents; cloth, 50 cents, 
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Just Out.— 25 Cents —Five Copies for $1. 


A Liberal living in Michigan said once that he would give $25 a 
year to have the Crimes of Preachers recorded, as the frequent lapses 
of virtue of the ministers showed how little value Christianity 
possesses to make men moral. : A 

We have just issued the Fourth Edition of the book doing this. 
The additions for this new edition of the 


‘í Crimes of Preachers” 


shows nearly 400, cases of ministerial conduct. While those in pre- 
vious editions „how that within a few years about 


1300 MINISTERS HAVE BEEN GUILTY 


of one kind or another of criminal conduct. Most of the crimes 
are against women, for the fair sex are at once the weakness and 
the strength of the church—“ the church” meaning of course the 


olergy. 
i Notwithstanding the many additional pages, we have kept the fg 
price the same, 25 cents. Sond. for a copy, and confound the church- 


men , Show them just what sort of scamps are the clergy who have ran A 

closed the World’s Fair on Sunday. because it is so holy a day that to look npon machinery or 

Paintings in this period i “immoral.” 
O88 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


BOOKS 


SALADIN 


(W. STEWART ROSS), 


Editor of the 


LONDON AGNOSTIC JOURNAL.» 


GOD AND HIS BOOK: 


i | Ingersoll wrote tothe author: * You have earned the 
hank pha poe ead this book Tiisa work of vasi Sar en ot toand ATS 
led. mmer vehemence, of scathin ire, ¢ e 
painon, of i on astio broadsides ever fired at the Jewish God and the Bible. xe 

Cloth, gold letters, $1.25. 


WOMAN: HER GLORY, HER SHAME, AND HER GOD. 


aid that “ Christianity elevated the woman; it shrouded 
as vitka a lino ot sacred inngeence the sender years or tie chia” Re obec of Baladin's York 
i error, an e has ded. b: 
Pris PO aniy one ‘of the most marvelous books ever issued from the press. The authori- 
ties cited are unquestionable, and the result is convincing. 


In two volumes, cloth, gilt-lettered, $2.50. 


CHRISTIANITY AND THE SLAVE TRADE. 
i k facts upon this subject, proving that Christianity did not 
abolish çondenration o £ fho nown nag in Fuman beings. To which are added such comments 
as only Saladin can make. In paper, 80 cents. 


THE TRANSITION. 7 a 
i i f the antagonism of the Bible and science, and of the question whether 
the ee recon of portions of the Christian Bible can be interpreted by modern science. 
In paper, 20 cents. 


ROSES AND RUE. 


i tes and Sketches. Some of its subjects are: A Last Interview with a 
Man pone pendon Non on Stirpiculture; Asceticism and Superstition; Capital Punishments 
Poverty; Godin the Constitution; Bruno; Gods; Witchcraft, etc. This may be called Sala- 
din’s own book, for itis poetry in prose, and is one of the books that lovers of strong literature 
like to read again and again. ‘In cloth, gold- and silver-lettered, $1.50. 


LAYS OF ROMANCE. 


This book reminds one of Sir Walter Scott, being romantic, historic verse, aglow in every 
page with the energy of a true and high poetic genius. 
Cloth, gold-lettered, 75 cents. 


ISAURE and OTHER POEMS. 


i i story of intense passion, touchingly told. The other twenty, poems 
are freak, gio rant, thought? „and every verse reveals the thinker, observer, and reformer. 
Every page glows with passion and throbs with life. 

Cloth, gold-lettered, 75 cents. 


A FEARFUL FLOGGING. 


By one who endured it. Based upon a manuscript in the possession of Baladin 
tn paper, 10 cents. 
THE AGONIES OF HANGING. 
Studies in Psychology.. By one who was cut down from the gallows. Printed from mann. 
script in the hands of Saladin. In paper, 10 cents. 
WHIRLWIND SOWN and REAPED. 


i i d villainy founded on fact. Of this book the Open Court 
aaid: & igs nove of glerioal crime an same, or more, interest than Helen Gardener’s story, * Is 


This Your Son, My Lord?’” In paper, 25 cents. 


THE CONFESSIONAL. 


ing an exposure of that infamous religious rite. Contents: Licentiousness of the Pre- 
Reformation Cbureh: Lechery of the Confessional; The Priest in Absolution; Confessions of 
the Escaped Nun; Extracts from Dens and Liguori; Examination of the Church’s Claim to 
have Fostered Learning; Her Atte: pts at Continency, even more. Ruinous than Her Self- 
india pence: The Relative Criminal Statistios of Catholicism and Protestantism. 


paper, 25 cents. : 
Bar all of thaan works sddraas THE TRUTH SEEKER. 38 Lafayette Place, New York. , 


SABBATH - BREAKING. 


Origin of the Sabbatic I[dea-~ 
The Jewish Sabbath—The 
Christian Scriptures and the 
Sabbath—Eixamination of 
Sunday Arguments - Origin 
of the Christian Sabbath— 
Testimony of the Christian 
Fathers—The Sabbath dur- 
ing the Middle Ages—The 
Puritan “abbath—Testimony 
of Christian Reformers, 
Scholars, and Divines—Abro« 
gation of Sunday Laws. 


—BY— 
JOHN E. REMSBURG,. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette place, New York. 


Price, 25 Cents. 


SUNDAYS. 


REDUCTION IN PRICE OF A GREAT BOOK. 


ro 
: Us 


n 


warrn 


With the eighth edition of 
Winwood Reade’ s “ Martyr- 
dom of Man,” the cost of 
production has been lese 
Mi | sened so that we can reduce 
the price from $1.76 to 


$1.00. 


The book has had a phenomenal sale for so heretical a work, second only to Helen Gardenery 
8 


“Men, Women, and Gods,” and we give our readers the pecuniary benefit of it: 


“MARTYRDOM OF MAN” 


is a very interestingly pictured syuopsis of universal history, showing what the race has undergone 


its martyrdom—in its rise to its present plane. 


Itshows how War and Religion have been oppres- 


ive factors in man’s struggle for Liberty, and the last chapter, of some 150 pages, describes 
fnvellectual struggle from the animal period of the earth to the present, adding an outline of what 


the author conccives would be a religion of reason and love. 


The chapters are: 


Egypt, Western Asia, the Persians, the Greeks, the Macedonians, Alexandria. the 
V y A B ,Lhenicians, Carthage and Rome, Roman Africa, the Arabs. 


The Natural History of Religion, the Israelites, the Jews, the Prophets, 

RELIGION eCharacter of Jesus, the Christians, Arabia, Mecca, Character of Moham- 
: med, Description of Africa, the Mohammedans in Central Africa. 

Ancient Europe, Invasion of the Germans, the Castle, the Town, the 

LI BERT Y otua: Venice, Arab Spain, the Portuguese, Discoverers, the Slave Trade, 

Abolition in Europe, Abolition in America. Materials of Human History. 
i Animal Period of the Earth, Origin of Man, and Early History, 
INTELLE CT, Summary of Universal History, The Futura of the Human Race, The 
Religion of Reason and Love. 


® Price reduced from $1.75 to $1.00. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


28 Lafayette place, New York, 


Truth Seeker Library. 


Published Monthly at $3‘per Year. 
Issues oF 1891.—$3. 

Truth Seeker Annual, 1891......... 
Men, Women, and Gods. 


dener, 
The Age of Reason. 


TALEO ei os poe g aie senivegaie's sees seesdess ote 25 
Answers 40 Christian Questions. D. M. Ben- 

OEE. coe cecccseccccercee sss cesssasscescsees 25 
Christian Absurdities. John Peck........... 20 
Victor Hugo’s Oration on Voltaire............ 10 
The Crisis. Thomas Paine. ustrated..... 40 
Ra bbath Breaking. John E. Remsburg....... 25 
Travels in Faith from Tradition to Rea- 

25 
25 

TAM. oes sess s eee eteeeeeeerreeres 25 
The Higher Criticism in Theology an 

ligion. T. E. Longshore................ 50 

Issues oF 1892.—$3. 

Infidel Death-Beds. G. W. Foote 25 

40 

10 

10 

25 

50 

25 

i, COCK, esea settee ee eeees siese pesees serere 10 
Liberty in Literature. Testimonial to 
alt Whitman, with Funeral Address. 

_ _By Col. Robert G. Ingersoll.............. 25 
Six Lectures on Astronomy. Richard A. 

PLOCHON. i ei.sio0's:o.0:0.5.0 0:08.00 6 brine Eia netere 15 
Candle From Wm. A. 

Hart.......... r. va 40 
The Holy Bible Abridged 30 

10 
IssuEs oF 1893.—$3. 
Thomas. Paine Vindicated. Col. Robert 
.Ingersoll............ » 15 
The Creation of God. 
a mAN s essi eses EAEE EIES 50 
Crimes of Preachers in the United States. 

M. E. Billings ..............cccceeeeeeeees 25 
Resurrection of Jesus.............0.00006 we. 40 
Handbook of Freethought. W. $. Bell...... 50 
Religion a Curse; “eligion a Disease; Re- 

, ligion a Lie. $. P. Putnam. a D 
Design Argument Fallacies. By Editor of 

THE ‘RUTH SEWKER......... . heey 15 
Abraham Lincoln: Was He a Christian? 

Jobn RemsburG............ ccc eonen 50 


During the year, other standard Freethought 
works willbe published and sent to subscribers 
ag they appear. | 

Yearly subscribers at $3 receive all the numbers 
published in one year. In ordering please say 
which year is desired. 

Single numbers sold at prices quoted. 

THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafavette Place. New York. 
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By AUSTIN BIERBOWER. 


A judicial consideration of the question,and the 
decision against the scriptures and the Christian 
tradition. Price, 10 cents. Address 


THE TRUTH SEEKEK. 


Pro and Con of 


Supernatural Religion 


Have We a Supernatural, Inspired. Miran 
ulous Religion? 


1E È Como. Paos Menta: data w sane 


Good Books for Liberally In. 
clined People. 


1 


Imposed upon the Khan o. 
Tomathoz. By Hudor Genone, author 
of “ Inquirendo Island.” Copiously illustrated 
with original drawings by Louis M. Glackens. 

12m0, 165 pages; cloth, $1.25; paper, 50c. 
Inquirendo Island. A novel. By Hudor 
Genone. 12m0, 353 pages; cloth, $1: papor, 
50c. “This book is to me a delightful sur- 
prise. In my ipdement it is a stronger pieco of 
fiction than Edward Bellamy’s ‘ Looking Back- 
ward,’ which at times it reminds ono of. It is a 
merciless exposure of Pharisaism and hypoc- 
risy, which is so prevalent in fashionable Chris- 
tianity of to-day. It isa good book, and while 
it will offend many, should be read by all.”— 
By Rev. Charles 


{The Arena. 

Lecture on the Bible. 
Voysey, pastor of the Theistic church of Lon- 
don, with a new introduction by Rev. Herbert 
Taft Root. Paper, 37 pages; 20c. 

God in the Constitution. By Arthur B. 
Bradford. Paper, 18mo, 18 pages} 10c. 


Evolution in its Relations to Evangelical 


Religion, By B. F. Underwood. Paper, 
RAMO; 21 pages; 5e. 


The Change of Front of the Universe. 
By Minot J. Savage. Paper, 31 pages, 10c. 


A Study of Primitive Christianity, By 
Lewis G. Janes. Cloth, octavo, gilt top, uneut 
edges, 319 pages; $1.25. “Dr. Janes is evidently 
a thorough scholar, and one cannot fail to bo 

impressed with the care, the honesty, the faith- 

fulness, tho impartiality, the love of truth, the 
conservatism exhibited throughout this admi- 
rable volume.”—[Popular Science Monthly. 

By 


What Can Ethics Do For Us? 
William Mackintire Salter. Paper, 12mo, 32 
pages, 10e. 

Freedom of Thought and of Speech. By 
William Mackintire Salter. Paper, 12mo, 29 
pages, 10c. 


The Morals of Christ. A comparison 
with the contemporaneous ‘systems of Mosaic, 
Pharisaic, and Greco-Roman ethics. By Austin 
Bierbower. Paper, 16mo, 200 pares» §0c.; cloth, 
$1. "Mr. Bierbower has carefully analyzed the 
old-world ethical systems which chiefly con- 
cern the modern civilized world, and in this 
book he has so classified the elements revealed 
by that analysis as to give them a high scien- 
tific value. His book is almost as systematic as 

& treatise upon one of the exact sciences, and 

tands in fine contrast to the rambling, ethical 

discussion of which we hear so much and which 
leads us nowhere.”—[Chicago Daily News. 


Liberty and Life. Seventeen discourses 
on the applications of scientific truth to morals 
and religion. By E. P. Powell. 12:0, 208 pages; 
cloth, $1; paper, 50c. “Strong. even bold, 
essays on ethical and religious subjects. They 
are the work of a man of vigorous intellect, who 
has studied the doctrine of evolution long and 
carefully, and has not found it necessary to 
abandon all his old reverences. The discourses 
are full of interest to the casual reader by rea~ 
son of their fund of anecdote and biographical 
citation, and to the secker for religious and 
moral trath they offer many helps.”—(Literary 

orld. 


The Last Tenet: 


¥ 
CRUCIFIED 2 Evolution and Christianity, A Study. 


y J. C. F. Grumbine. Cloth, square 18mo, 
75 Pages, 30c. “Mr. Grumbine’s statements are 
sound and well put. His book ig the fruit of 
wide reading and investigation. It is a helpful 
one, is thoroughly interesting reading, and its 
presentation of the relation between evolution 
and Christianity includes much valuable 
thought.”—[Buffalo Express. 


Lessons From the World of Matter and 
the World of Man, By Theodore Parker. 


Selected from notes of unpublished sermons by 
Rufus Leighton. 12mo, 430 pages; cloth, $1.25; 


paper, 50c. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
] a a 
The Clergyman’s Victims, 
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THE HOLY CROSS SERIES.| Gems of Fhought. 


The Popes and Their Doings., Biograph- 
ica] sketches of the most noted of these vicars 
of Christ and vicegerents of God, showing what 
they have done, and what kind of men they were. 
It contains very plain statements, in very un- 
varnished language, and the unmasking is com- 
plete, proving them to have been cruel, in- 
triguing. and licentious men. Considering the 
rapid growth of Catholicism in this country, 
this book cannot be too widely disseminated. 
Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


The Awful Disclosures of Maria Monk, 
as exhibited in a narrative of her sufferings dur- 
in: her residence of five years as a novice, and 
two years as_a black nup, in the Hotel Dieu 

. Nunnery, at Montreal. Perhaps not any anti- 
Catholic book published has created more ex- 
citemert, and had such a circulation as this 
work. To counteract its effects the Catholics 
circulated a story that Maria Monk was "no 
better than she should be,” but investigation 
disclosed that her “child of shame” was none 
other than the child of her priest-seducer. 
Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth 75 cents. 

Auricnlar Confession and Popish Nun- 
neries. By Wm. Hogan, for twenty-five 

‘years a confessing priest. A revelation of the 
icentious practices of the priests and nuns in 
these religious brothels. There is no question 
that Ex-priest Hogan knew the truth of the 
tales of vice, seduction, and infanticide he gives 
in this volume, and equally there is no question 
that if the people generally knew of them, Ca- 
tholicism would not be given the vast amounts 
of money now allowed it by our various citv 
governments. Price. paper, 50 cents, cloth, 75 
cents. 

The Priest in Absolution. A Review of 
the system of auricular confession, including 
copious extracts from the “Confessional Un- 
masked,” from the ‘Master Key to Popery,” 
ete. The work is a protest against and an appeal 
to every American citizen to examine carefully 
and thoughtfully a religious system so invasive 
of privacy. so powerful for evil in licentions 
hands, so fraught with danger to female mod- 
esty, to the ingenuous openness of youth, 
and to the freedom of thought, speech, and 
action. Price. paper, % cents. 

Priestly Celibacy Exposed. A lecture by 
the Rey. Geo. Townsend Fox, of Durham, Eng- 
land. Revised American edition, showing the 
result in parishes of the Roman decree that 
priests shall not mary. Price, paper, 15 cents. 

Sister Lucy and Her Awfal Disclosures 
Respecting New Hall Convent, Bore- 
ham, Essex, England. Showing that convents 
are inimical to chastity, virtue, and freedom. 
Price, paper, 10 cents. 

THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York City. 


L K. Washburn’s Works, 


Sunday and the Sabbath, ‘‘A law regu- 
lating human conduct on the Sabbath is an im- 
pertinence.” Price, 10 cents. 


The False Teaching of the Christian 
Church. ‘‘The Thirty-nine Articles of 


the Christian church are thirty-nine poor. 
broken-down opinions.” Price, 10 cents. 


The Foolishness of Prayer. ‘‘ Think of 
aminister’s praying God to kill grasshop ers, 
or trying to induce the Deity to unde ea 
crusade of one against the Colorado beetle!’ 
Price, 10 cents. 


Followers of Jesus. Price, 10 cents. 
Spiritualism : Is It a Faith or a Fact? 


Tice, 5 cents. 
Religious Problems. Price, 10 cents. 
Was Jesus Insane? Price, 10 cents. 


The Public Schools and the Catholic 
Church. Price, 5 cents. 


PULPIT, PEW, 
and CRADLE. 


By Helen H. Gardener. 

One of Her Brightest, Wittiest, and 
Strongest Lectures Against 

the Bible, 
Every Woman Should Read it 
and 
Know Her Enemies and Her Friends 

Price, 10 cents. Address this office. 


Force and Matter, 


OB, eh 
Peieiples of the Natura’ Order of the Q@ni 
verse, with a System of Morali .y 
Based Thereon. 


By Proressou LUDWIG BUCHNER, M.D. 


vu fENTB : 

fore and Matter, The Fitness of Things i! 
ortality of Matter, Nature (Teleology), 

Immortality of Force, Man, Z 

infinity of Matter, Brain and Mind, 

Value of Matter, Thought, 


Consciousness, 
Form, Seat of the Soul, 
Immutability of Natural Innate Ideas 
aws, The Idea of God, 

Universality of Natural Personal Continuance 

ital Force, 

ens, . The Soul of Brutes 

Periods of the Creation Fre2 Will, 


Motion, 


of the Marth, | Morality, 
Original Generation, Concluding Observa 
Secular Generation, tions. 


Peina mt an 


THOMAS PAINE; 
WAS HE JUNIUS? 


By W. H. BURR. 


Second edition, enlarged to 22 pages; with the 
best engraved likeness of Paine. Price, 10 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Priestly Gelibacy Exposed, 


By Bev. G. T. Fox, M.A. 
Price, 15 cents. Address this office. 


B Avon 


THE TRITH QR 


THERE are so many things to be said 
against religion that I wonder they do not 
occur to everybody. But men are not 
made for the truth. I regard them as a 
herd of deer in the park of a great lord, 
which hav no function bnt to people and 
occupy the inclosure.—Frederick the 
Great to Voltaire. 


TŒ battle of science seems to be nearly 
won, but overconfidence is always danger- 
ous, and, as our author himself remarks, 
we see in our time “‘ the highest intellect- 
ual power accompanied by the strangest 
recrudescence of superstition.” Let the 
guardians and champions of truth be, 
therefore, unremitting in their vigilance 
and ceaseless in their efforts, till science 
has become to all mankind the symbol 
of blessing and of hope.—Professor 
Youmans. 


Moraxization must be looked for in the 
general refinement of custems and of social 
habits and of views of lifein general. For 
this reason we must, at the present time, 
look for a basis of morality very different 
from the fantastical and unpractical, out- 
of-the-way belief in things supernatural 
and independent of Nature. Science must 
take the place of religion; and belief in a 
natural and infrangible universal order 
must be substituted for a belief in spirits 
and ghosts, and the factitious morals of 
dogmas make room for a morality suited to 
Nature.— Büchner. 


I sez quoted frequently a supposed 
speech made by Mr. Lincoln to the colored 
people of Baltimore, on the presentation 
of a Bible to him. This supposed speech 
contains the following: . . ** But for 
this hook we could not know right from 
wrong.” The lowest organized life, I was 
about to say, knows right from wrong in 
its particular sphere. Every good dog 
that comes into possession of a bone, 
knows that that bone belongs to him, and 
he knows that it is wrong for another dog 
to rob him of it. He protests with 
bristling bair and glistening teeth against 
such dog robbery. It requires no revela- 
tion to teach him right from wrong in the 
dog world; yet it requires a special reve- 
lation from God to teach us right from 
wrong in the human world. According 
to this speech, the dog has the advantage. 
But Mr. Lincoln never uttered such non- 
sense. — Life of Lincoln, by his secretary 
Lamon. 


In relating the horrors of religion in 
every age, Voltaire still blends pathos 
and fun; lamenting the woes unutterable 
that zealots hav inflicted for religion’s 
sake, and yet never allowing his readers 
to forget the trivial and ridiculous nature 
of the usages and doctrins for which they 
slew and tortured. He sometimes makes 
the mistake that we are all apt to make in 
commenting upon those scenes of blood 
and devastation, in Spain, in Holland, in 
Florida, in France, attributing them too 
much to individuals, and too little to man. 
People were dismalin. Geneva and eruel in 
Spain, not because Calvin was dyspeptic 
and Philip IT. ambitious, but because man 
was still weak, ignorant, and timorous. 
He, too, felt this when, after relating the 
appalling massacres that followed the sur- 
render of Haarlem, he adds only, ‘“‘The 
pen drops from the hands when we see 
how men are wont to deal with men.” He 
felt it, also, and gave it memorable ex- 
pression, when he wrote, ‘‘ It is character- 
istic of barbarians to believe the divinity 
malevolent. Men make God in their own 
image. ”— Parton. 


Monsetenvur, I should be wanting in 
sensibility not to be infinitly touched by 
the letter with which your Royal Highness 
has deigned to honor me. My self-love 
was too much flattered by it; but mv love 
for the human race, which I hav always 
had at heart, and which I venture to say 
makes my character, gave me a pleasure a 
thousand times purer when I discovered 
that there is in the world a prince who 
thinks like’a man. a prince philosopher, 
who will render men happy. Be suré that 
there hav been no truly goed kings except 
those who hav begun, like you, by in- 
structing themselvs, by knowing men, by 
loving the truth, by detesting persecution 
and superstition. There is no prince who, 
being thus formed, could not bring back 
the age of gold to his states. Why do so 
few kings seek this advantage? You know, 
Monseigneur: it is because almost all of 
them think more of royalty than of hu- 
manity. You do precisely the contrary. 
Rely upon it, if one day the tumult of 
business and the wickedness of men do 
not alter so divine a character, you will 
be adored by your people and beloved by 
the whole world. Philosophers worthy of 
the name will fly to your dominions; and, 
as celebrated artisans go in crowds to the 
country where their art is most esteemed, 
men who think will go to gather about 
your throne; Voltaire to Frederick the 

reat. 


The Psychology of Attention. B 


Scientific Works. 


Three Introductory Lectures on the 
Science of Thought. By F. Max Mül- 
ler. 1. The Simplicity of Language; 2. The 
Identity of Language and Thought, and 3. 
The Simplicity of Thought. With an appendix 
which contains a correspondence on * Thought 
Without Words,” between F. Max Muller and 
Francis Galton, the duke of Argyll, George J. 
Romanes, and others. Neatly bound in cloth. 
Price, 75c. 

Three Lectures on The Science of Lan- 
uage., By Prof. F. Max Müller. The 
xford University Extension Lectures. With 

a supplement, "* My Predecessors,” an essay o 
genesis of ‘The 
pages; cloth. Price, 75c. 


Th. 
Ribot, professor of Comparative and Experi- 
mental Psychology at the College de France, 
and editor of the Revue Philosophique. Au- 
thorized translation. Treating of the following 
topics: 1. Spontaneous, or Natural, Attention. 
~a, Emotional states; b, Physical manifesta- 
tions; c, Surprise. 2. Voluntary, or Artificial, 
Attention.—a, Its mechanism; b, Inhibition; c. 
The feeling of effort. 8. The Morbid States o 
Attention.—a, Distraction; b, Hypochondria; 
c, Fixed ideas and ecstasy; d, Idiocy; e, Atten- 
tion in sleep and hypnosis. Cloth, 750. 


Fundamental Problems. The Method of 
Philosophy as a Systematic Arraugement of 
Knowledge. By Dr. Paui Carus. Price, $1. 


The Psychic Life of Micro-Organisms. 
A Study in Experimental Psychology. By Al- 
fred Binet. Translation from the French with 
the sanction of theauthor. Treating of the fol- 
lowing subjects: 1. The Psychology of the Cell 
—latroductory. 2. The Structural and Psycho- 
logical Character of Proto-Organisms: Motory 
and Sensory Organs. 3. The Psychology of 
Nutrition: | olopł ytic, Saprophytic, and Ani- 
mal Nutrition; Predatory Habits of Certain 
Animalcula. 4. Colonies of Uniceilular Organ- 
isms. 5. Fecundation of Proto-Organisms. 6. 
Fecundation of Higher Animals and Plants. 7. 
The Physiological Function of the Nucleus. 8. 
Correspondence between Alfred Binet and Ch. 
Richet (professor of physiology in the Faculty of 
Medicine at Paris) respecting cellular psychol- 
ogy. 10mo, 185 pages; cloth, 75c.; paper, 50c. 

Wheelbarrow Articles and Discussions 
on the Labor Question, Including the 
Controversy with Mr. Lyman F., Gage on the 
Ethics of the Board of Trade; and also the Con- 
troversy with Mr. Huygh Ò. Pentecost, and 
others, on the Single Tax Question. Elegant 
cloth binding, portrait of the. suthor, and auto- 
graph letter. Price, $1. 


The Idea of God, By Dr. Paul Carus. 
Being a disquisition on the development of 
the idea of Godin human thought and history; 
discussing: 1. The Nature of Ideas, 2. The E 
ymology of The Word God. 3. God an Abstract 
Idea, 4. The Conceptions of God (Polytheism, 
Monotheism, Pantheism, Theism, and Atheism). 
5. Definitions of the Idea of God. 6. Entheism, 
the Monastic Conception of God. Price, 15c. 


Epitomes of Three Sciences. 1. Com- 
parative Philology: The Study of Sanscrit. B 
rof. H. Oldenoerg, of the: University of Kiel. 
—a, Sanscrit Research; b, From Jones to Las- 
sen; c, The Discovery of the Veda; d, The Iv- 
torpretation of the Veda; e, The History of the 
Vedic Epoch. 2. Experimenta. Psychology 
By Prof. Joseph Jastrow, of the University of 
isconsin.—a, Aspects of Modern Psychology; 
b. Psychology in z 
France and Italy; a, Psychology in Great Brit- 
ain and the United States. 3. Old Testament 
History: or, The Rise of the peo le of Israel. 
By Prot. C. H. Cornell, of the University of 
Konigsber .—a, The Traditions of the People of 
Israel; b, The Migrations of the Tribes of 
Israel; c, The Conquest of Palestine and the 
Kingdom of Israel. With especial introductions 
by Professors Oldenberg and Cornell, and pref- 
atory remarks by the editor of the Open 
Court. Elegant cloth binding. Price, 75c. 


The Ethical Problem. By Dr. Paul 
Carus. Three Lectures, delivered before the 
Society for Ethical Culture of Chicago at the 
invitation of the Board of Trustees: 1. Ethics, 
a Science; 2. The Data of Ethics; 3. The The- 
ories of Ethics. 112 pages, cloth. Price, 50c. 


On Double Consciousness. Experimental 
PsychologicalStudies. By Alfred Binet. Table 
of contents; 1. troductory; Experimental 
Psychologyin France. 2. Proof of Double Con- 
sciousness in Hysterical Individuals. 8. The 
Relations between the Two Consciousnesses of 
Hysterical Individuals. 4. The Hysterical Eye. 
5. Mechanism or Subconsciousness? 6. “the 
Graphic Method andthe Doubling of Conscious- 
ness. 7. The Intensity of Subconscious States. 
8. The Role of Suggestion in Phenomena of 
Double Consciousness. 9. Double Conscious- 
ness in Health. 98 pages, paper. Price, 50c. 


The Lost Manuscript. A Novel. By 
Gustave , Freytag. A handsome, elegantly 
bound edition of this famous and popular Ger- 
man romance. The author writes as a motto 
for the American edition: “A noble buman 
life does not end on earth with death. It con- 
tinues in the minds and deeds of friends, as well 
as in the thoughts and the activity of the na- 
tion.” In two octavo volumes; boxed. Price, $4. 


Diseases of Personality. By Th. Ribot. 
Authorized translation. Treating of the follow- 
ing subjects: 1. Nature of Personality and 
consciousness. 2. Organic Disorders. 3. Emo- 
tional Disorders. 4. Intellectual Troubles. 5. 
Dissolution of the Personality. Cloth, 75c. 


The Soul of Man. An Investigation of 
the Facts of Physiological and Experimental 
Psychology. BY r. Paul Carus. With 152 Illus- 
trative Cuts and Diagrams. Price $3, pages 480. 
Printed on extra fine paper, handsomely bound 
in cloth. The subject-matter of the work is 
divided into the jollowing. sections: 1., The 
Philosophical Problem of Mind. 2, The Rise of 
Organic Life. 3. fhysiological Facts of Brain- 
Activity. 4. The Immortality of the Race and 
the Data of Propagation. 5. The Investiga- 
tions of Experimental Psychology. 6. The Etl- 
ical and Rehgious Aspects of Soul-Life. 

Address HE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York 


LITTLE LESSONS FOR 


LITTLE FOLKS. 


By MRS, E. D, SLENKER., 


Boards. ” : - 4@cents. 


Creed of Christendom. 


Its Foundation Contrasted with Its Superstructure. 
By W. R. GREG. 


Complete in 1 vol.. 12m0, 899pp., $1.50. 


yon 
Science of Thought.” 112 | 


ermany; c, Psychology in- 


Col, A. G. Ingersalls 


ARGUMENT 


IN THE 


Reynolds Blasphemy . Trial, 


At Morristown, N. J. 
is is the greatest argument ever Made in a Case 
of this kind, and will Bo a model for the Bar so 
long as the Christians use force to repress free 
speech. Its legal acumen is unsurpassed, its elo- 
quence never equaled. Wherever Christian per- 
secution is going on this argument should be 
freely circulated, read to the Christians, and ex- 
pounded on every Occasion. 
In paper, 26 cents; in cloth, 50 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette place, New York. 


[he Sunday Question. 


A HISTORICAL AND CRITICAL REVIEW, 
WITH REPLIES TO AN OBJECTOR, 


By GEORGE W. BROWN, M.D. 
15 cents 


Price, - - a à x 


JMaterialism: 


fts History and Its Infl-vence 
Upon Society. 


8y Dr. Louis Bucuyen, Author of “Force and 
Matter,” etc. 


Translated from the German. 
Paper, 12mo, 15 cents. 


Bible Temperance. 


LIQUOR DRINKING-——_— 


Commended, Defended, and 
Enjoined by the Bible. 


By E. C. WALKER. 10 cents 


Apocryphal New Testament. 
THE GOSPBLS, 


Epistles, etc., Attributed to Jesus Christ and his Apostles, 
and not Included in the Now Testament. 


Pre, - - - - ~ = = = 1 


A FEW DAYS IN ATHENS. 


By FRANCES WRIGHT. 


Embellished with the portrait of Epicurus, the 
Greek philosopher, and the author. 


% cents 


- - - - - 


l'rice, 


BIBLE IN INDIA. 


—HINDOO ORIGIN— 
Of Hebrew and Christian Rev- 
elation. 

By Lovis JACOLLIOT. 


Price, $2 


Godly Women of the Bible. 


; A HISTORY OF ALL 
The Women Who Figure in the Bible, 


—-BY-~ 
AN Uncopixy Womas or THE NINETEENTH CENT 


% cents. 


Christianity a Fiction. 


THE 
Astronomical and Astrologic- 
al Origin of all Religions. 


By DR. J. H. MENDENHALL. 


Explanatory notes compiled and arranged by 
the late Jonathan M. Roberts. Price, 50 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SKEKER. 


Cloth, - a e «© » œ 


Colonel Kelso’s Works. 


The Bible Analyzed. Cloth, octavo, 883 
pages, $3. 

Deity Analyzed, Cloth, 12mo, $1.00. 
“he Real Blasphemers, Paper, 12mo, 
188 pages, 50c. 

Spiritualism Sustained. Cloth, 12moa, 
U5 pages, $1. 6 


Universe Acalysed. $1. r 
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Thomas Paine’s Works.|IINFIDELL 


Te 


Age of Reason. Pap., %5c. 
6 copies for $1; clo., 50c. F 

Age of Reason and Examina- 
ion of the Prophecies 
Pap., 40c.; clo., 75c. 

Apostle as ete gua Re 
igious Liberty., ife.) By 
J. Ea jus Liberty. Cate Pap. 
50c.; clo., 75c. . 2 

Common Sense. Written in 


1776. 15. Ni 
Crisis. Written During Am. 

Revolution. Pap., 40c.; clo., %5c. 
Great Works. 8vo. 800 pp., 
morocey, 


-» 500- 

With Remarks on 
Comte and Rousseau., By C. 
Blanchard. Pap., 40c.; clo., with 
portrait, 60c. » 

Life of. With Explanatory 
Observations. By G. Vale. Por- 
trait. $1. 

Lithograph of. Heavy plate 
paper, 22x28, $1. ink 

Political and Religious Re- 
former. By B. F. Under- 
wood. 10c. 3 

Political Works: *‘ Common 
Sense,” * Crisis,” “Rights of 
Man.” $1.50. 

Rights of Man. Answer to 
Burke's Attack on French Revo- 
lution. Pap., 40c.; clo.,75c. 

Testimonials to His Merits. 
Compiled by. J. N. Moreau. 10c. 

Theological Works: ‘‘Age of 
Reason,” “ Examination of Proph- 
ecies,” etc., with Life of Paine 
and steel port. $1.50. 

Vindication of, Reply to N. Y. 
Observer. By R.G. Ingersoll. 10c 


Address The Truth Seeker Company. 


FREETHINKERS’ PICTORIAL TERT-BOOK: 


e 


SHOWING 


THE ABSURDITY AND UNTRUTHFUL 
NESS OF THE CHURCH’S CLAIM 
TO BE A DIVINE AND BENEFI~ 
OENT INSTITUTION, AND RE~- 
VEALING THE ABUSES 
OF A UNION OF 
OHUROH AND 


J 8 5 Full~Page 
Illustrations. 
WITH COPIOUS CITATIONS & 
FACTS, 
HISTORY, 
STATISTICS, 


OPINIONS or SCHOL- 
ARS 


TO MAINTAIN THE ARGUMENT OF 
THE ARTIST. 
DESIGNS BY WATSON HESTON 


WITH PORTRAIT OF 
THE DESIGNER. 


The illustrations are classified as follows: 


Unele Sam and the Priests. 
The Church Robbing the People. 


Sabbath Laws. 

“ Qhildren and the Church. 

s Woman and the Church. 

be The Church and Thomas Paine. 
oS Studies in Natural History. 
The Bible and Science. 

* The Clergy and Their Flocks, 


represent 
“ 


e 


bad Piety in Our Penitentiaries. 

Std The Atonement Scheme. 

o The Lord and His Works. 

s Prayer. 

RA The, Creeds. 

ns Christians and Mohammedans. 


2 represent Samples of Christianity’s Work. 
Pe Missionaries. 

a The Lord’s Instruments. 

ka Bible Doctrines and Their Resuli 

s The Church and Slavery. 

“ Priests and Politics. 

oe Ireland and the Church. , 

= Church’s Idea of Civilization. 

The Uses of the Cross. 

s Unkind Reflections on the Churek. 

Persecutions of the Church. 

hee Some Allegories. 

ss Heaven. 


. 
$ 


ell. 
* Miscellaneous. 


A most extraordinary publication. We venture the assertion that nothing like it has ever be 


fore appeared in this country, and it is very doubtful if another one like it 
hed. We must give the Truth Seeker Company the credit of 


At twice the price it would N 
signer is a wonderful success, and we ju 
America will desire a copy of thi 


have been a cheap book. Artist 


2 ever again be pob: 
utting the book in the reach of all. 
eston as a portrait-painter and de 


ə from our own feelings that nearly every Liberal in 
s most wonderful volume.—{Freethinkers’ Magazine. 


Mr. Heston deserves to be called the artist-hero of Liberalism. He has dedicated his genius te 
Freethought, and has done faithful and noble work for the cause of rightand truth. But the pict- 


ares 


do not make up the whole of this volume. There are nearly two hundred pages of reading 


matter that serve first as explanations of the illustrations, and secondly as texts to prove the utter 


alsity of the church’s professions and the hypocrisy of those who uphold them. 


together the 


book is one of the best weapons against Christianity and the church that hes ever been put in 


hands of Freethinkers.—[{Boston Investigator. 


\ Price, board covers, $2; cloth, $2.50. 


: Andrae Ti 


POPES AND THEIR DOINGS. 


ACCOUNT OF 
Vicars of Christ and Vicegerents of God. 
Paper, 50 cents; oloth, 75 cents. 


Timin Maple 


FILE BINDERS. 


Those who preserve the volumes of THE TRUTH 
SEEKER need 4 File Binder, which we will send on 
receipt of one dollar. 


By 


DEATH- ©. W. POOTB. 
BEDS. í 


o—— 


Being true accounts of the passing away of the 
following Persons, thus refuting the many Ohris- 
tian slanders upon them and others: _. 

Lord Amberley, John Baskerville, Pierre Bayle, 
Jeremy Bentham, Paul Bert, Lord Bolingbroke, 
Francois Broussais, Giordano Bruno, Henry 
Thomas Buckle, Lord Byron, Richard Carlisle, 
William Kingdon Olifford, Anacharsis Olootz, An- 
thony Collins, Auguste Comte, C: 
QOooper, D’Alembert, Danton, Charles Darwin, 
Erasmus Darwin, Delambre, Denis Diderot, 
Etienne Dolet, George Eliot, Frederick the Great, 
Gambetta, Garibaldi, Isaac Gendre, Gibbon, 
Godwin, Goethe, Grote, Helvetius, Henry Heth- 
erington, Hobbes, Austin Holyoake, Victor Hugo, 
Hume, Littre, Harriet Martineau, Jean Meslier. 
James Mill, Joan Stuart Mill, Mirabeau, Robert 
Owen, Thomas Paine, Courtlandt Palmer, Rabe- 
lais, Winwood Reade, Madame .Rolard, George 
Sand, Schiller, Shelley, Spinoza, Strauss, John 


ondorcet, Robert 


Toland, Vanini, Volney, Voltaire, James Watson, 
John Watts, Thomas Woolston. 
Price, 25 cents. Address 


THE TRH RERKEH 


A SHORT 


HISTORY OF THE BIBLE, 


BEING 


A Popular Account of the Formation and Development 
of the Canon, 


By BRONSON D. KEELER. — 


Contents: The Hebrew Canon. The New Tes- 
tament. The Early Controversies. The Books at 
First Not Considered Inspired. Were the Fathers 
Competent? The Fathers Quoted as tcripture 
Books Which are Now Called Apocryphal. The 
Heretics. The Christian Canon. > 

Paper, 60 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


SCIENCE VS, RELIGION, 


OR, THE 
Conflict between Reason and Superstition. 
By T., C. WIDDICOMBE, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


Price, 10 cents. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


IRON-CLAD AND MANNA SERIES. 


IRON-CLAD SERIES. 


1 Atonement. Charles Bradlaugh............. 5 
2 Secuiar Responsibility., G.J. Holyoake..... 5 
4 Influence of Christianity on Civilization. 
DUErWOOG...... eens cece secre netecccrecees 25 
7 Buddhist Nihilism. Prof. Max Mueller..... 10 
8 Religion of Inhumanity. F. Harrison...... 15 
9 Relation of Witchcraft to Religion. Lyall.. 10 


10 Epidemic Delusions. Marvin...... EE 10 
11 P ilosophy of Spiritualism. Marvin........ 50 
12 Tyndall’s Belfast Inaugural, and Portrait.. 25 
18 Essays on acles. David Hume........... 10 


14 Land Question. Charles Bradlaugh 
15 Were Adam and Eve Our Hirst Parents? 
Charles Bradlaugh............0ssenseeeeees 5 
16 Why Do Men Starve? Charles Bradlaugh.. 5 
18 A Plea for Atheism. Charles Bradlaugh... 10 
19 Large or Small Families? A. Holyoake..... 5 
20 Superstition Displayed, with a Letter of 
illiam Pitt. Austin Holyoake._...... 
21 Defense of Secular Principles. C, Watts.... 
22 Is the Bible Reliable? Charles Watts....... 
23 The Christian Deity. Charles Watts........ 
24 Moral Value of the Bible. Charles Watits.... 
25 Freethought and Mod. Progress. Watts.... 
26 Christianity: Its Nature and Influence on 
Civilization. Charles Watts. ........... 
28 Thoughts on Atheism. Austin Holvoake... 
29 Is there a Moral Governor of the Universe? 
Austin Holyoake.... e.s... sses. sensseerses 5 
30 Philosophy of Secularism. Charles Watts.. 5 
38 Is There a God? Charles Bradlauch........ 5 
89 Labor’s Prayer. Charles Bradlaugh _..... 5 
40 Poverty: Its Cause and Cure. M.G.H..... 10 
42 Science and Bible Antagonistic. C. Watts.. 10 
43 Christian Scheme of Redemption. C. Watts 5 
44 Logic of Death: or, Why Sh~uld the Atheist 
ear to Die? By G. J. Holyoake .. . .... 10 
47 Poverty: Its Effects on the Politi-al Condi- 
tion of the People. Charles Bradlaugh.. 5 


MANNA SERIES. 


1 Original Manna for “ God’s Chosen.”. ...... 5 
8 New Life of David. Charles Bradlaugh.... 5 
5 


Na ANNANN 


5 20u Questions Without Answers.............. 

6 Dialogue between a Christian Missionary 
aud a Chinese Mandarin .... ...... geceees 1 

7 Queries Submitted to the Bench of Bishops 
by a Weak but Zealous Christian... . .. 10 

A. Holy- 


8 Search After Heaven and Hell. 


8. B 
10 A Few Words about the Devil. 
11 New Life of Jacob j 5 
12 Daniel, the Dreamer. Austin Holyoake..... 10 
13 Specimen of the Bible: Esther. olyoake. 10 
14 Acts of the Apostles: A Farce. A.H.. .. 10 
15 Lu‘icrous Aspects of Christianity. A.H... 10 


17 Who Was Jesus Christ? C. Bradlaugh...... 5 
18 What Did Jesus Teach? ©. Bradlaugh...... 5 
19 New Life of Abraham. Charles Bradlaugh. 5 
20 New Life of Moses. Charles Bradlaugh .... 5 
21 A Secular Prayer. Holyoake. Per doz..... 10 


On orders for Iron-Clad and Manna we will send 
$1.10 worth for $1; $2.50 worth for $2; $5 worth 
for $3, and $10 worth for $5. 


$1.50 will now buy a reliable AMERI- 
N CAN WATCH in strongGOLD PLATED Qa 
Dust Proof Case, Will not vary a min- 
Y utein 80 days; Ie z- durable as any wate! 
made, FULLY Gi TEED. au 
Ithas AMERICAN patent lever MOVEMENT, $ 
A Patent Escapement and Regulator, Lantern Pinion, 
240 beats to minute; No key required to wind and 
HB] cet; weight 4 oz.; cxactly liko cut; Post-paid for $1.50, 
NE| 3 for $4.00, 12 for $15.00. by express. Mention paper 
Hl and we will include handsome gold plated CHAIN & 
AG] CHARM. AGENTS & Storekeepers send for TERMS, 
$M Cataloguc of 1000 new articles FREE. 


ROBERT H. INGERSOLL & BRO., ~ 
65 CORTLANDT ST., NEW YORK CITY. 


CHEAP EDITION. 


-|Travels in Faith. 


By OAPT. ROBERT 0. ADAMS. 


Being the story_of his mental journey from 
orthodoxy to Rationalism. 


Price, paper, 25 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


1s Controversy Dangerous? 


By W. F. JAMIESON. 
This little book goes down to the very bed- 
o 


rock of human liberty. 
Price, - - ~- - 25 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


The Colonel Ingersoll Souvenir. 


THE MOST ARTISTIC SPOON MADE. 
STERLING SILVER, MASSIVE, BEAUTIFUL. 


Given Away. 


, Iu order to introduce this most artistic of all 
Souvenirs, Ishall present to all patrons who favor 
me with an order for goods, to the amouut of 
$20, one of the above spoons, my price $2.50, but 
guaranteed a finer spoon than sold elsewhere for 
$3. And for every additional $20, an additional 
spoon. Or with an order for $10 worth of goods 
will supply the spoon for $1. 


THE INGERSOLL SOUVENIR 


Is made in the following variety: 


Tea Spoons, { Oxidized. each $2.50 
10 ounces per doz., 
s 5 Oxidized “3.00 
fu ounces por doz. } 
z P Oxidized, 
gilt bowl, “8.00 
10 ounces per doz., 
£ Oxidized, 
s sectional gilt, “3.50 
10 ounces per doz., 
Orange “ Oxidized, plain bowl, “2.95 
u e gilt i “u $o 
Sugar “ “satin " “3.00 
“ git " “3.50 


„ Lhe $250 Tea is also supplie 3 etched in bowl, 

‘The Time To Be Happy I~ Now,” or other mot- 
toes, or names, for fifty cents extra. Parties en- 
titled to spoons may, upon paying difference in 
price, select any other spoon from above list. 

My stock embraces everything usually kept in 
first class jewelry stores. Diamonds guaranteed 
20 per cent below regular market price. Watches 
of every description, Chains, Rings, Necklaces, 
Jewelry, Silver anu Plated Ware, ptical Goods 
Ba ges, Gold Pins, Etc. And $1,000 will be pai 
for proof tbat I hav advanced my prices nbove 
lowest prices published in any of my latest price- 
lists, on account of the above liberal offer. 

(if Freethought Badges are preferred the #2.50 
may be so applied.) 


OTTO WETTSTEIN, 
(Established 1857) Rochelle, IlL., 


Designer of The Perfected “Otto Wettstein ” 
Watch; the Beautiful Ingersoll Spoon; the Popu- 
lar Freethought Badge. 

Send for pricelists, cards in colors and gold of 
badge, tracts, otc.. free. 


P OBTAINED, 
TEFLA 
Terms Easy. 
Thirty-five years’ experience. Examinations and Re- 


ports free. Prompt attention. Send Drawing and de 
Seription to L. BAGGER & CO.. Atty’s, Washington, D.v 


| 
THE 


NOTED SPECIALIST, 
For Men Only, 


Is a physician of a wide and extensive practice, 
and his remedies are of the best. The Doctor 
treats all those peculiar diseases of young and 
middle-aged men, as the result of youthful errors 
and excesses, causing Harly Decay, Loss of Man- 
hood, Wasting Discharges, Varicocele, Mental 
and. Physio Debility, Idiocy, Insanity, and 
eath. 

To those afflicted and who are desirous of being 
cured a booklet of some 33 pages „be sent to 
their address, for ten cents, sealed in a plain 
envelope, giving causes and Symptoms of the 
Complaint and a description of the Doctor’s im- 

ortant medical discovery an Outward Applica- 
ion—a positive cure—the only remedy of the 
kind in existence—with evidences of success. 
Address, DR. R. P, FELLOWS, 
_ Vineland, N. J. 
And say you saw this advertisement in THE 


TRUTH SEEKER. : 
Dr. Fellows is an Infidel. 


. toe tegutate the 
À STOMACH, LIVER 
ano BOWELS, take 


RIPANS TABULES 


ROE OP at WTR 
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“The word which came unto Jeremiah 
fromthe Lovd -- -- -= Saying t— f 
Go unka thehouse of the Rech abites, 
ond sek unto them and bring them 
inko the house of the Lord ~- ~- -z and 
ave them uine ko drink, <- 2- d- 
T brought them into the house, 
o} he Lord - 4 4- x 
And 1L set before the sons of the’ 
house of the Rechabites pots Full of 
wine, and cups, and LT said unto - 
them, DRINK NE WINE. 
But they said, we winti Mfg 
DRINK NO WINE. ete, m i 
= Jere, XXXV , 1,2.4,5,6, ir il 


J | 


ehC CO alin! i 


Sha 


THE RECHABITES BELIEVE IN TEMPERANCE—THE LORD DOESN’T. 


“A Digest of Science.” 


THE DYNAMIC THEORY OF LIFE AND MIND: 


Anattempt to show that all Organic Beings are both Con- 
structed and Operated by the Dynamic Agencies 
of their respective Environments. 


By JAMES B. ALEXANDER. 


Over 400 illustrations. 87 chapters, 1.067 pages. and a 3-column index of 11 pages. 
Price, express prepald by us, only $2.75. 


This work endeavors to embrace the field covered by thousands of books, such as those of the 
“ Humboldt Library of Science,” the “International Scientific Series,” etc., by bringing together, in 
simple and direct form, with proper correspondence between them. all of the known factors con- 
tributing toward the origin and evolution of organic beings. 


THEN READ A CHAPTER OR VERSE DAILY FROM THIS BIBLE OF 
SCIENCE! 


It is entertaining as well as enlightening, and will lead you to‘ worth-ship” (worship) nature 
—4. e., appreciate tbe worth of the Universal Mother. 


You must own this book some day: why not NOW? 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


HAND-BOOK 


OF 


FREETHOUGHT. 


By W. S. BELL. 


Do you wish to be well informed? 


Containing in condensed and systematized form a 
vast amount of evidence against the superstitious doc- 
A trines of Christianity. As a book of reference and aid 
: to all truth seekers it is invaluable. Its classification 

of subjects makes it a hand-book. As Ingersoll said of 
’ it enables somebody in every village to “corner the parson.” Its wide 
ə all the disputed points between Christianity and Freethought. Price, 
Address HE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Paine’s “Age of Reason,’ 
variety of subjects includ 
$1. 


The Truth Seeker Library, 


The World’s Sages, Thinkers, and Re- 
formers. The Biographies of three hun- 
dred of the most distinguished teachers and 

hilosophers (who were not Christians), from 

fhe time of Menu to the present. By D.M. Ben- 
nett. 1,075 pages, 8vo. Cloth, $3; leather, $4; 
morocco, gilt edges, $4.50. 

The Champions of the Church: Their 
Crio- .a:d Persecutions. Biographical 
sketches ^>! ~> > .¢:nt Christians. compan- 
ion book to “The “\ orld’s Sages,” etc. By D.M. 
Bennett. 8vo, 1,119 pages. orocco, gilt edges. 
Price, $4 50. 

The Gods and Religions of Ancient and 
Modern Times. Vol. I gives a full ac- | 
count of all the gods the nations of the earth 

have worshiped. including, Jehovah, Satan, the 

1 


ume. or $5for the two volumes; in leather, $7; 
in morocco, gilt edges, $8. ke : : 
Supernatural Religion, An inquiry into 
the reality of divine revelation. Decidedly the 
most thorough and exhaustive work on the 
claims of supernaturalism ever written. By F. 
W. Newman, Emeritus Professor of the London 
University. 1,115 pages, 8vo. In. cloth,’ $4; 
leather, $5; morocco, gilt pager $5.50. . 
The Great Works of Thomas Paine. 
Including The Age of Reason, Examination of 
Prophecies, Reply to Bishop of Llandaff, Let- 
ters to Mr. Erskine, Essay on Dreams, Letter 
to Camille Jordan, The Religion of Deis 
Common Sense, The Crisis, and the Rights o 
Man; the whole preceded by the Life of Paine, 
and a steel-plate portrait. 800 pages, 8vo. 
Sloth, $3; leather, $4; morocco, gilt edges, 


$4.50. 

Analysis of Religions Belief. An ex- 
amination of the Creeds, Rites, and Sacred 
writings of the World. By Viscount Amberley, 
son of the late Lord John Russell, twice Pre- 


Holy Ghost, Jesus Christ, Virgin Mary, and the mier of England. Complete from the London 


Bible. 835 pages, 8vo. i describes fully 


From Things heard and seen in the Spiritual World, by 
EMANUEL SWEDENBORC; 
l 


EAGLE BRAND. 


f 
| —~- THE BEST—— 
| 
| 
i 


ROOFING 


Is unequaled for house, barn, factory, or out- 
buildings, and costs half the price of shingles, 
tin, or iron. It is ready for use. and is easily ap- 
plied by anyone. Send stamp for samples, and 
į State size of roof. 

“EXCELSIOR PAINT AND ROOFING CO., 


Dept. 10, 155 Duane St., new York. 


| 13t18 w 
Wom “HELL 


THE LAST JUDCMENT, 


as witnessed by him in 1757. 
Beth books (the first in cloth 375 pp. and the second in paper 
108 pp.) sent by mail for $1.00. Address exactly 3 
Am, Swedenborg Printing & Publishing Society, 
Dept. ‘6A. 20 COOPER UNION, N. Y. CITY. 
am 


6teow17_—— 


‘ | k LR x 
HE SABBATH. 
By M. FARRINGTON. 

A Thorough Examination and Ref- 
utation of the Claims of the 
Sabbatarians. 

Paice, - - ~ - ve xO cents. 


Pyramid of Gizeh. 


Ancient Egyptian Civilization and Hebrew Nar- 
rative in Genesis and Exodus. 
By Van Buren Denstow, LL.D. Price, 15 cante 


MEDICAL. 


If you need a medicine pay attention to some- 
thing which will cure you. [tis known as 


The Wat f Lif 

e Water of Life, 
and is adapted to curing, more especially, all 
forms of Stomach, Liver. Kidney, and Bladder 
troubles. By injecting this water it will heal all 
sorts of inflammations of the internal organs, such 
cases as Piles, Typboid and other fevers Bowel 
diseases, Uterin and other forms of Female 
Complaints. It isa Bloog Purifier, and is an ex- 
cellent remedy for Catarrh and Lung and Throat 
infiammaticns. It will heal the nerves, restorin 
lost vigor of mind and body, creating a zood 
appetite and producing pound sleep: It acts 
steadily upov the urine, cleansing the blood by 
; Means of the kidneys, »nd acts mildly upon the 


| bowels, thereby producing bodily habits which 
are so essential to good health. This 


Water of Life 


i is sold absolutely pure, as it is pumped from 
: the spring, without the addition of any drug 
! whatever. Itis Nature's Remedy, pure and sim- 
i ple, and nota manufactured article. The - uccess 
. 3t has achieved has come mostly from its friends 
i who hav been cured by using it. Send for a 
i amphlet free. containing photo-engrayed let- 

fers and recommendations from those who have 


all religious systems of the world, including 
Judaism, Mohammedanism, and Christianity; 
the latter oconpying Tz pege being fully gone 
into, 949 pages. By D. M. Bennett. rit- 
ten in prison at Albany. In cloth, $3 per vol- 


edition. 745 pages, 8vo. In cloth, $3. | used it, giving a forty-page history and all par- 
The foregoing volumes are called “The Truth ticulars about this remarkable water, to 
Seeker Library.” If all are ordered together and : J. R. PERRY, Manager, 


sent by express, one dollar will be deducted from ; 34 South Main Street, Wilkesbarre, Pa, 


the price of eac 6m1? 


l Sfows of the eek. 


Gresuam is spoken of as ẹ nominee for 
the next presidential term. 


Barnvum’s circus had trouble at New. 
Haven, Conn., with the authorities who 
opposed an ancient Blue law to its per- 
formance on Fast day. 


Mr. Lywos, leader of the new sect in 
Maryland called ‘‘the Sanctified Band,” 
announced that he would walk on water 
on the 11th, but failed to-fulfill his promis. 


Tue government may defer deportation 
of the Chinese till the next session of Con- 
gress givs them another chance to register, 
Religious bodies are- petitioning the 
government to forbear, fearing retaliation 
on missionaries in China, perhaps with 
violence. 


Tux Presbyterian assembly at Washing- 
ton, D. C., it is said -will depose Dr. 
Briggs. Rev. Dr. Sunderland said that a 
previous speaker had ‘‘not stated the true 
cause of the disturbance in the church. 
Dr Briggs is the occasion of the con- 
troversy and is wholly responsible for it, 
I would not stand in Dr. Briggs’s shoes 
to-day for worlds.” us 


Hoxuey’s lecture on the 18th, on evolu- 
tion and ethics, awoke attention. One 
passage was: ‘‘Nature is not only non- 
moral, but often anti-moral. The survival 
of the fittest, in the sense in which biol- 
ogists use the phrase, is often distinctly 
opposed to ethical aims, since the fittest 
mav be either the degraded organism 
which crowds out higher species or the 
beast of prey which devonrs them. 
Though a moral mood may hav arisen out 
of the process of evolution, so also has 
moral evil, and there is no reason in the 
nature of things why one is preferable to 
the other.” i 


Ar the last meeting of Sorosis, a New 
York society of women connected with 
artistic, literary, and scientific work, Mrs. 
E. B. Foote rose and said she had heard 
that some members had plotted to reject 
Mrs. T. B. Wakeman, who had just been 
proposed as a member. Accordingly she 
wished the name withdrawn lest Sorosis 
should degrade itself by insulting Mrs. 
Wakeman. The withdrawal was- made. 
Mrs Alma Calder Johnston said: “I am 
sorry that this name has been withdrawn. 
I understand that the reason for some 
members objecting to Mrs. Wakeman is 
that her husband has been reported to be 
an Anarchist and an Atheist.” Mr. Wake- 
man said to a reporter: “I am not an 
Anarchist or an Atheist. . . . As regards 
Atheism, I am a believer in the deity, but 
not in the old way. I hav drawn my con- 
clusions from modern science. I follow ` 


}the lines of Darwin and Huxley, a fact 


which will go to show that I am not in any 
sense of the word an Atheist.” ` 


On the 19th commissioners and visitors 
of the Presbyterian general assembly at 
Washington, D. C., were received by 
President and Mrs. Cleveland at the 
White House. The speaker of the delega- 
tion said, among other things: ‘‘Let me 
congratulate you upon the fact that sturdy 
Presbyterians hedge you round about, 
and that the sturdiest Presbyterian of us 
all [Mrs. Cleveland] is at your side, a holy 
benediction to keep you straight to the 
faith of your ancestors.” He concluded 
with an invitation to visit the assembly. 
President Cleveland replied: ‘‘I assure 
you it affords me much personal gratifica- 
tion to meet on this occasion the repre- 
sentativs of that great religious denomi- 
nation which has done so much to make 
our people better and happier, and which 
is associated with so many tender and 
pleasing incidents of my individual experi- 
ence. The thought is also in my mind 
that, in the light of my public duties and 
responsibilities, there is a propriety in ex- 
tending to you a welcome to this home 
of the nation’s chief executiv. We still 
profess to be a Christian people. This 
means that no public officer of high or low 
degree should be unmindful of the re- 
straints of religious sentiment. It means 
that the religious teaching of our people 
should lead them to exact from those who 
make and execute their laws a recognition 
of these restraints. It means that the 
rules which a popular religious sense 
approves should underlie the performance 
of every public duty; and it means that 
those who assume to be religious teachers 
in this land where the people rule are re- 
lated in responsibility to those in public 
station. You therefore will, I hope, per- 
mit me to say that though you do well to 
insist upon the conscientious discharge of 
official obligations, and though you ought 
never to shrink from the exposure of 
official shortcomings, the contribution you 
owe toward accomplishing good govern- 
ment will not be fully made unless you 
teach (he people by precept and example 
that they will find their safety and welfare 
in enforcing upon their public servants 
the observance of the mandates of Chris- 
tianity and morality,” 
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SOME PROVIDENTIAL GIFTS, 


Old “Testament Stories 


~Comically I 


Ilustrated. 


r 


IT WILL 


MAKE YOU 


The Stories Humorously Toid—And Hard Facts 
Given Concerning the Origin and Authenticity of the 
Oid Testament—A Page of Text to Each Picture. 


CONTENTS: 


Jacob and Esau, 

Joseph the Man of Dreams, 

Holy -Moses, 

Balaam the Diviner, 

Bloody Joshua, 

The Campaign of Deborah and Barak 
Against Jabin and Sisera, 

General Gideon, ,-. 


Sustaining a Theory, 
Some Giants, 
The Adventures and Work ef Noah, 
A Hunting Anecdote, 
Abraham, Christ’s Great Ancestor, 
A Queer Family, 

Isaac and His “ Sister,” 

: One of Twins, 


IT WILL 
CORNER 
THE 
PARSON. ¢ 


Full~Page 
Pictures. 


Jephthah and His Human Sacritres. 
Samson the Strong, 

Ruth and Boaz, 

Unstable as Water, God Shall Not Excel, 
David, God's Favorite, 

Some Stories from the Book of Kings, 
Adventures of the Prophets, 

Jonah the Truthful Sailor. 


Boards. illuminated cavers, $1; cloth, gilt side stamp, 81.50. 
bes | | _ Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


Darwin and After Darwin. 


An Exposition of the Darwinian Theory. 
By Gzoraz J. ROMANES. 


A systematic Exposition of what may be termed 
the Darwinism of Darwin, and intended to be of 
service to the general reader rather than wo pro- 
fessed naturalists. : 

_ Mr. Romanes is well known as one of the most 
interesting of English writers upon evolution, 
besides ranking with Professor Huxley in scien- 
tific knowledge and ability. And this is a part of 
his conclusion regarding the great subject of 
Design, to which the church so often refers: 

“Thus whether we look to the facts of adapta- 
tion or to those of beauty, everywhere through- 
out organic nature we meet with abundant 
evidence of natural causation, while nowhere do 
we meet with any independent evidence of 
supernatural design. | .. . Adaptation and 
beauty are alike receiving their explanation at 
the hands of a pnrely mechanical philosophy. . . 
All nature has thus been transformed before the 
view of the present generation in a manner, and 
to an extent that has never before been possible; 
and inasmuch as the change which has taken 
place has taken place in the direction of natural- 
ism. and this to the extent of rendering the 
mechanical interpretation of nature universal, it 
is no wonder if the religious mind has suddenly 
awakened to a new, and a terrible force in the 
words of its traditional enemy—Where is now 
thy God?” , 

İllustrated. Price, cloth. 82. 

Address, THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


BOOKS BY 
PROF. FELIX L. OSWALD. 


The Bible of Nature: A Contribution 
to the Religion of the Future. Cloth. $1. , , 
The Secret of the East; or, The Origin 
of the Christian Religion and the Significance 

of its Rise and Decline. Cloth, $1. 
Physical Education ; or, The Health-Laws 
of Nature. Cloth. $1. 

Household Remedies for the Prevalent 
Disorders of the Human Organism., Cloth, $1. 
Zoological Sketches: A Contribution to 

the Outdoor study of Natural History. Ilus- 


dby H. Faber. Cloth. #2. 
tated WY dress THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


THE 
98 Lafayette place, New York. 
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‘New Publications. 


New Publications. 


New. Publications. 
THE ELIMINATOR; 
Skeleton Keys to Sacerdotal Secrets. 


“Write me no more Sables, lest I be a fool and 
read the riddles awry.” 


By R. B. Westhrook, D.D., LL.B. 


Contents: The Whole Truth; Sacerdotalism 
I »peached; The Fabulous Claims of Judaism; 
Moses and the Pentateuch; Ancient Symbolism 
and Modern Literatism; Astral Keys to Bible 
Stories; The Fable of the Fall; Search for the 
“Last Adam;” What Is Known of the New Testa- 
ment; The Drama of the Gospels; The Ideal 
Christ; Jesus_and Other Christs; A Reverent 
Critique ou Jesus; A Few Fragments; Blood 
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he said: “It is not through ignorance of the things 
admired by them, but through contempt of the use- 
lessness of their labor, that we think little of these 
matters, turning our soul to better things.” The 
wise dictum of Basil of Cæsarea was that it is “a 
matter of no interest to us whether the earth is a 
sphere or a cylinder or a disk, or concave in the 
-| middle like a fan.” The ever so venerable St. John 
Chrysostom chimed in against the Grecian doctrin. 
Another of this view’s chief antagonists was Ephrem 
Syrus, the greatest man of the old Syrian church, 
widely known as “the lute of the Holy Ghost;” the 


in his “ Warfare of Science” articles in the Popular. 
Science Monthly, to which valuable series we are 
under great obligations throughout. According to 
Cosmas, says Mr. White, “the earth is a parallelo- 
gram, flat, and surrounded by four seas. It is four’ 
hundred days’ journey long and two hundred broad. 
At the outer edges of these four seas arise massiv 
walls closing in the whole structure and supporting 
the firmament or vault of the heavens, whose edges 
are cemented to the walls. These walls inclose the 
earth and all the heavenly bodies. The whole of 
this theologic-scientific structure was built most 
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and must leave off. 

But the fathers who followed were not content 
with merely branding the true doctrin as a heathen 
ene, and ‘therefore untrue. These succeeding 
fathers, coming under the head of biblical men of 
science, such famous bishops and writers as Theoph- |* 
ilus of Antioch in the second century, Clement of 
Alexandria in the third, and others in centuries fol- 
lowing, besides denouncing the Greek view, con- 
structed a new theory to supplant it. The timbers 
for this construction they fetched from that lumber- 
yard whence come so many edifices now called 
“ jerry-built "—timbers sadly warped and un- 
sound. To this structure of Christian geography one 
churchman after another added story after story, till 
a complete edifice had been reared. From Gen. i, 
6, 7, they drew that the creator had, after making 
the earth, arched it over with a vault or dome of 
some substance, sufficiently firm to hold one body 
of waters separate from another body. Further 
search of that encylopedia of science and morals, 
the Bible, brought them to Isa. xl, 22, where they 
found that the heavens are stretched out “like a 
curtain” and again “like a tent to dwell in.” They 
were furthermore helped by sundry other pieces of 
information about the earth and sky, direct from 
the mouth of him who had made them. Job xxvi, 
11, and Ps. ecxlviii, 4, form the holy tabernacles 
wherein reside these breathings of the truth. From 
all these texts, then, they put together the doctrin 
that the universe is like a house: the earth is its 
ground floor, the firmament its ceiling, under which 
the almighty hangs out the sun to rule the day, 
and the moon and stars to rule the night. This 
ceiling is also the floor of the apartment above, and 
in this is a cistern, shaped, as one of the authorities 
says, “like a bathing-tank,” and containing “the 
waters which are above the firmament.” These 
waters are let down upon the earth by the almighty 
and his angels through the “windows of heaven.” 
As to the movement of the sun, there is a citation 
of passages in Genesis, mixed with metaphysics in 
various proportions, and this is thought to giv 
ample proofs from the Bible that the earth can 
not be a sphere. 

Those who are devoted to search of the precious 
truths contained in scripture, will be delighted to 
learn that this eliciting of knowledge from the di- 
vine pages did not halt at the point thus far reached 
in our narration. They will, no doubt, at once pro- 
cure the volumes which we are about to indicate, 
and joyfully prepare themselvs for a handsome en- 
largement of their cosmological information, upon 
hearing that in the sixth century Cosmas Indico- 
pleustes, intent on surpassing former church author- 
ities, constructed, with its every statement based 
on scripture, nothing less than a minutely detailed 
and complete system of the universe. In sketch- 
ing this work of sacred science, we shall use the 
words of Ex-President White of Cornell University, 


his time, that it givs the key to the whole con- 
struction of the world. The universe is, therefore, 
made on the plan of the Jewish tabernacle—box- 
like and oblong. He works all this into his system, 
and reveals, as he thinks, treasures of science. This 
vast box is divided into two compartments, one 
above. the other. In the first of these men liv and 
stars move, and it extends up to the first solid 
vault, or firmament, above which liv the angels, 
main part of whose business it is to push and pull 
the sun and planets to and fro. Next he takes the 
text, ‘Let there be a firmament in the midst of the 
waters, and let it divide the waters from the 
waters,’ and other texts from Genesis; to these he 
adds the text from the Psalms, ‘Praise him, ye 
heaven of heavens, and ye waters that be above the 
heavens’; then casts all these growths of thought 
into his crucible together, and finally brings out 
the theory that over this vast vault is a vast cistern 
containing ‘the waters.’ He then takes the expres- 
sion in Genesis regarding the ‘ windows of heaven’ 
and establishes a doctrin regarding the regulation 
of the rain, to the effect that the angels not only 
push and pull the heavenly bodies to light the 
earth, but also open and close the heavenly win- 
dows to water it. To understand the surface of 
the earth, Cosmas studies the table of shew-bread. 
in the Jewish tabernacle. The surface of this table 
proves to him that the earth is flat, and its dimen- 
sions prove that the earth is twice as long as broad ; 
its four corners symbolize the four seasons; the 
twelve loaves of bread, the twelve months; the hol- 
low about the table proves that the ocean surrounds 
the earth. To account for the movement of the 
sun, Cosmas suggests that at the north of the earth 
18 a great mountain, and that at night the sun is 
carried behind this; but some of the commentators 
ventured to express a doubt here; they thought 
that the sun was pushed into a great pit at night 
and pulled out in the morning. 

«Nothing can be more touching in its simplicity 
than Cosmas’s summing up of his great argument. 
He declares: ‘We say, therefore, with Isaiah that 
the form of the heaven that embraces the universe 
is that of a vault, with Job that it is joined to the 
earth, and with Moses that the length of the earth 
is greater than its breadth.’ The treatis closes 
with rapturous assertions that not only Moses and 
the prophets, but also angels and apostles agree to 
the truth of his doctrin, and that at the last day 
God will condemn all who do not accept it. 
This theory was . . . received as virtually 
inspired, and was soon regarded as a fortress of 
scriptural truth. Some of the foremost men in the 
church devoted themselvs to buttressing it with 
new texts and throwing about it new outworks of 
theological reasoning; the great body of the faith- 
ful considered it a direct gift from the almighty.” 

To trace these teachings up through the me- 
dieval centuries to the time of Columbus, and show 
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Christianity and Geography. 

A week or two ago we stated that the Christian 
church is not entitled to any credit for the dis- 
covery of America by Columbus. That church, we 
went on to declare, is even to be blamed, as a 
steady opponent and would-be extinguisher of the 
doctrins that inspired Columbus to his attempt. 
We will now recount the hostility of the church to 
those true doctrins of geography, namely that the 
earth is round, that it may be cireumnavigated, etc. 

Among the barbarian nations of antiquity it was 
believed that the earth is a flat plate or tablet, 
domed or canopied by the sky, which sky rests on 
the mountains as pillars. This view, with some of 
those modifications that each nation attached to it, 
was entertained by the Chaldeans, Jews, and others, 
from whose scanty knowledge and earnest but 
erring pens proceeded our Old Testament. In that 
collection of writings it was incorporated. When, 
finally, Christ had appeared, and his church had 
begun to rise, the Christian fathers received this 
view into full acceptance. 

To do this, these ecclesiastics had to overbear 
and bury, with infinit arguing and the force of 
arms, the truths on the subject that had been dis- 
covered by that brightest ot the ancient nations, 
Greece. In that people, Plato and Aristotle had 
evolved the idea that the earth isround. This con- 
ception was fostered also by the Pythagoreans. 
But these views—with all those others, gener- 
ated by that brilliant nation, which could they 
hav been developed would hav advanced the dawn 
of our modern civilization by a thousand years, and 
by so much hav enhanced our state to-day—these 
precious views were doomed to eclipse under the 
lowering cloud of Christianity. 

Accordingly, as soon as a few among the thinkers 
in the early church broached the Grecian doctrin 
- of the sphericity of the earth, the great body of the 
fathers fell upon them tooth and nail. Lactantius 
showed that scripture contravened the doctrin, and 
declared that it therefore must be false. Indeed, 
he said, all the ideas of those who studied astron- 
omy and geography were “bad and senseless.” 
Eusebius pursued, as the best method of turning 
off this idea, the plan of casting contempt upon all 
scientific studies. This was done by contrasting 
their temporal, fleeting worth with the unspeakable 
value of the heavenly things about to come. To 
these latter, he argued, should be consecrated all 
our time and thought, Speaking of investigators, 
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how they were employed against that bold theorizer 
and very nearly succeeded in preventing his voyage, 

- will require space in another number of Tae Teruras 
SEEKER. 


The People’s Fight for Education Against the 
Clergy. 

The strife is still on between the masses at and 
near Chicago who wish to educate themselvs, and 
avoid demoralizing resorts, on Sundays, and the 
preachers who insist that those masses shall not 
educate themselvs, and shall be left with only de- 
moralizing resorts to visit on their sole leisure day. 

The closing of the Exposition gates on Sunday, 
the 21st, and previously, elicited indignant com- 
ments from the larger number of journals, and 
spokesmen of the intelligent classes, throughout 
the country. Its evil effects on morals received 
hundreds of notices, such for example as the fol- 
lowing two: ’ 

“It is said that fifty thousand people clamored in vain 
for admittance to the World’s Fair on Sunday last. If 
this be true, at least fifty thousand glasses of beer were 
consumed in Chicago that day which would not hav been 
absorbed had a more liberal policy prevailed.” 

“If the Sabbatarians are prepared to deny or dispute 

._ that the people who desire to attend the Fair on Sunday 
and who are debarred from attending the Fair on Sun- 
day will be worse occupied, from a humane or a moral or 
even a Sabbatarian point of view, they simply show that 
they do not know what they are talking about. The 
opening of the Fair on Sunday is the greatest moral 
boon that could be conferred upon the people.” 

Opinions of prominent journals and persons ad- 
verse to the legality of the Sunday-closing attempt 
were abundant, too. For instance: 


‘* Nobody has ever before contended that Congress has 
constitutional authority to enact Sunday laws or other 
police regulations for the several states or for any part of 
any of them. There is no clause of the Constitution 
which even suggests a grant of such power to Congress, 
none that can be tortured into such meaning except by a 
construction which would sweep away all limitations, 
make Congress absolute as the British Parliament is, and 
reduce the states to merely permissiv governments, exist- 
ing by grace of Congress alone. The United States 
courts are the jealous guardians of the powers ‘not 
granted by this Constitution,’ but ‘reserved to the several 
states or to the people.’ ” 


This is good Jeffersonian principle. 
commendable is the following logic : 


“ The grant of certain money to the Exposition by the 
federal government, with a proviso that the Fair.shall not 
be opened on Sunday, is nothing more than a civil con- 
tract, and must be enforced like all other contracts. 
Like other contracts, too, it is binding on each party 
only so long as its terms are complied with by the other. 
And if the government has violated its terms the other 
party is no longer bound to respect them either in morals 
or in law. On the other hand, if the local authorities 
violate the agreement the government has a perfect right 


Equally 


to withhold the appropriation, or, if it has been paid | 


over, to recover it by judicial process, just as it recovers 
money due it under other contracts and by private par- 
ties. But in no case hay the government commissioners 
the right to close the Exposition on Sunday. Neither the 
terms of the agreement nor any other act of Congress 
confers on them the right- to close the gates or to assume 
a jurisdiction not belonging to their function. In order 
to exercise police jurisdiction over any part of a state, the 
federal government must acquirea title to such ter- 
ritory or plot by purchase or voluntary grant. This is 
not done nor attempted to do in the case under consider- 
ation,” 
Another point is: 


‘* An interesting question that will doubtless enter into 
- the litigation has been raised by General Lippitt, of 
Washington, and concerns the constitutional power of 
Congress to do by indirection what it cannot do directly. 
It must be conceded that an act of Congress requiring a 
cerporation organized under the laws of Illinois to re- 
frain from doing on Sunday business which is lawful in 
Illinois on that day would be absolutely void as being 
beyond the constitutional competency of Congress. Does 
Congress gain any additional powers by annexing, asa 
condition of a grant of money to a quasi-national enter- 
prise, a prohibition which would be decided by any 
court to be inoperativif it were made nakedly? In other 
words, does an appropriation giv Congress jurisdiction 
over matters which are not committed to it by the Con- 
stitution?” 

This view of the case is repeated by another or- 
gan of opinion: 

‘The rule of law is that when a grant is made with an 
unlawful condition the condition fails and the grant 
stands. Congress has sought to accomplish by indirec- 
tion what it could not constitutionally accomplish di- 
rectly. Not only by the universal law of construction, 
hut by a distinct clause of the Constitution, the states rę- 


tain allthe power not expressly granted to the federal 
government. Among these powers is the right of po- 
lice regulation, which includes the right to open bar- 
rooms, theaters, or expositions on Sunday or to close 
them. Such questions can be determined only by the 
state. Congress has no more to do with them than it has 
with the national affairs of China. But in an attempt to 
avoid the constitutional difficulty Congress madé a grant 
of money to the Exposition with a condition that there 
shall be no Sunday opening. In other words, it sought 
to accomplish by a proviso in an appropriation bill what 
the Constitution givs it no power todo directly. If Con- 
gress shall choose to regard the grant as in the nature of 
a contract, suit may be brought to recover what has been 
paid and the case tried on its merits. But we cannot see 
how in any event the federal government can close the 
gates,” 

Again : 

‘«The province of national legislation is strictly defined 
by the Constitution. Such powers and functions of gov- 
ernment as are not therein defined belong not to the 
federal establishment but to the states. Illinois has the 
undoubted power to say whether World’s Fairs held in 
Chicago or elsewhere in that state shall be allowed to 
open their gates on Sundays. The Congress of the United 
States has no power to decide whether World’s Fairs or 
other exhibitions held in Chicago, in New York, in San 
Francisco, or anywhere else except in Washington, shall 
be opened or closed on Sundays. There has been no 
pretense that Congress has such power. The provision 
that the Columbian Exposition should be shut up on 
Sunday was attached by the last Congress as a condition 
to a grant of money. If Chicagoshould keep the money, 
but repudiate the condition, we do not see how the con- 
dition could be enforced. If sheshouldreturn the money, 
her right to open or shut the gates at will, subject only 
to the laws of Illinois, would be indisputable. The pojnt 
has been raised that the law with the Sunday-closing pro- 
vision is unconstitutional, inasmuch as it amounts to 
the appropriation of money to hire citizens of the United 
States to refrain from doing what the government of the 
United States has no power to prohibit them from doing; 
and a very strong point it is.” l 

An opinion of Charles Levi Woodbury, of Boston, 
must close our reproduction of these sensible 
judgments : 
` In my opinion the national government has no au- 
thority to declare that the gates of the World’s Fair shall 
not be opened on Sunday. The control of the park in 
which the Fair is situated is not within the jurisdiction 
of the national government, but of the local author- 
ities. Whether the gates shall be opened is a police regu- 
lation.” 

But while the Freethinkers and the fair-minded 
laymen of the country were declaring as above, the 
pious despots were exerting themselvs frantically 
to move public opinion, and governmental action, 
in the opposit direction. 

For instance, Edwin Walker, attorney of the local 
directory, states that, by way of comment on the 
legal advice he gave the directory in favor of at 
least partial opening of the Fair gates Sundays, he 
has been deluged with letters from women “ whose 
language would be a disgrace to London fishwomen. 
They all consign me to a pretty warm place.” We 
are fain to reproduce a Chicago Herald comment on 
this incident : 


“No incident in the cruel and bigoted attitude of the 
fanatics opposed to common sense about Sunday and the 
Fair is more amazing than the part women, professedly 
pious women especially, hav had in the crusade against 
the rights of the people. The women who hav promoted 
and participated in the agitation for excluding the people 
Sunday from the Fair are, of course, women who need 
not go to the Fair Sunday, because they are at liberty to go 
to it week-days. They are not likely to derive much 
benefit from it. Their degree of education 18 so small 
that so far as they are concerned, there need not be a Fair 
any day in the week. They are for the most part smatter- 
ers in small ways, dealing chiefly with foreign missionary 
questions, and having no sympathy with and no interest 
in the women who work in their own country, and whose 
labor secular .days necessarily will deprive them of any 
opportunity to visit the Fair unless it be open Sunday. 
It is these women, the professionally ‘holier in the sight 
of God than thou,’ that hav written to Edwin Walker 
the letters he says would disgrace London fishwomen.” 

Then, the Presbyterian general assembly in 
session at Washington, D. C., appointed a special 
committee of five to wait on the president and urge 
Sunday closing. Besides, they passed this resolu- 
tion: 

‘The assembly expresses its profound gratitude to 
almighty God for the success of the effort to secure in 
our national legislature a prohibition of Sunday opening 
at the Columbian Exposition, and its appreciation of the 
action of Congress in deciding by so large a majority to 
continue the time-honored course of the American people 
in doing reverence to the Lord’s day. It joins the whole 


church in hearty thanksgiving that we. hav been spared 
the humiliation as a’Christian nation of a public sanction 
of the Sunday opening of the World’s Fair. And it here 
by voices what it believes to be the well-nigh unanimous 
judgment of the church it represents in declaring that 
any attempt after this public and official expression of the 
nation’s will to open the gates of the exhibition on the 
Sabbath would be a gross affront to thé Christian con- 
science and a flagrant breach of faith. And, inasmuch as 
the local managers hav decided to open the gates of the 
Exposition in defiance of the authority of Congress and 
in clear violation of the principles of the common honesty, 
as well as of God’s command; therefore, 

t‘ Resolved, That we urge upon our people the impor- 
tance of standing by their consciences at whatever. sacri- 
fice of personal profit or pleasure. If the trial of their 
integrity is come, let them not defile themselvs with the 
king’s meat,” 

This assembly finally distinguished itself by or- 
dering that if the Fair was opened Sunday. the 
exhibit of the Presbyterian church should be re- 
moved. : 

President Cragin, of the Columbian Sunday 
Association, expressed himself: 

“I am surprised that the resolution of the directors to 
open Sundays should be taken seriously, if it is taken 
at all. It seems to me that it amounts to nothing. 
After opening the gates for a period under this resolution, 
they might by another resolution declare that they would 
not refund this money to the government. ë 

“ What right hav they to refund the money, anyhow ? 
As a stockholder in the corporation I could enjoin them 
from doing so. So could any one of the stockholders. 
The directors do not own that appropriation. They are 
responsible, as the directors of any corporation are re- 
sponsible, to the stockholders.” : 


At Steubenville, O., eight churches, represent- 
ing three thousand members, held two mass 
meetings to protest against opening the Fair 
on Sunday. Resolutions were passed, and tele- 
grams sent to President Cleveland, Governor 
McKinley, and the World’s Fair directors. One 
hendred persons who had intended going to 
the World’s Fair pledged themselvs not to 
go if it was opened on Sunday. One minister pre- 
dicted that “the Lord might visit cholera on the 
United States if the World’s Fair was opened on 
Sunday.” i 

The Methodists passed this resolution : 

‘* Resolved, That in view of what hastranspired during 
the last week, and the present status of the question, we 
hereby confirm our action of last week relating to the 


opening of the World’s Fair on Sunday, and withdraw 
our exhibit.” 


One declaration of the pietists of the United 
States was that Sunday opening would be anarchy ; 
and they called on the president to suppress it 
with troops. Still another assertion equally brill- 
iant was that the Fair should be declared a bonded 
warehouse, and so under the jurisdiction of the 
national government exclusivly, like other bonded 
warehouses. This claim was made in absurd ignore- 
ment of the presence of the property of almost all the 
nations of the globe within that collection which 
they wish to hold is under the sole sway of this 
government. Next they will call the Fair a safety 
vault or a territory or another District of Colum- 
bia. 

As to the action produced in the Fair managers 
by these solicitations this way and that, the first note- 
worthy step after those recorded in our last issue 
was taken on Tuesday, the 23d ult. On that day 
the national commission voted on the opening order 
of the directory. When the commission was called 
to order the speaker drew attention to a large . 
stack of telegrams petitioning for Sunday closing 
that had been sent to that body. The vote was 31 
for letting the opening rule stand to 27 for repeal- 
ing it. The chair decided that as a majority vote, 
or 55, is necessary to change a rule of the local . 
board, the commission had failed to act on this one. 
Consequently this opening rule would hav to stand 
until at some future session the commission could 
secure a majority against it. A storm of protests 
arose from the Sunday-closing commissioners. 
These commissioners are anxious for the approval 
of the pietists of the land, whose gaze is fixed on 
them, and perhaps nourish in their bosoms expecta- 
tions of some high political office to be obtained 
thereby. We must note the remarks of Com- 
missioner Massey, of Delaware, which were that 
divine law forbade the breaking of the Sabbath, and 
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that this was not a question of human law, but one 
for each. individual commissioner to take to him- 
self, and his conscience, and his God. 

On Wednesday, the 24th, the commissioner 
Massey just mentioned found that his saintly feel- 
ings: were being so lacerated by these God-defying 
doings that he could no longer remain on a board 
capable of them, and he tendered his resignation. 

On the same day the World’s Fair council of ad- 
ministration issued an order to Horace Tucker, su- 
perintendent of the bureau of admissions, to throw 
the gates of Jackson park wide open on the next 
Sunday.: And on the same date, as a result of the 
conference at Washington, D. C., between Attorney- 
General Olney and District- Attorney Milchrist. of 
Chicago, the latter was empowered to seek an in- 
junction in the federal court against Sunday open- 
ing of the World’s Fair. When Mr. Milchrist left 
for Chicago it was understood that he would begin 
an action on his arrival home. As the attorney- 
general of the United States may be assumed to be 
acting agreeably to the desires of his superior, the 
president, to President Cleveland the credit for this 
action may: be attributed. 


In obedience to the instructions received from 
the presidential subordinate at Washington, the 
district attorney at Chicago filed in court on Satur- 
day, the 27th ult., an injunction against opening 
the gates Sundays. The bill was filed on behalf of 
the United States, and is against President Higin- 
botham, Director-General Davis, Director of Works 
Burnham, Colonel Rice, commanding the Colum- 
bian Guards, and Superintendent of Admissions 
Tucker. The history of the creation of the Expo- 
sition and appropriations by Congress is given, par- 
ticular attention being directed to the Sunday-closing 
clause in the Congressional act of Aug. 5,1892. It 
also reports the fact that the majority of the mem- 
bers of the national commission gave the Sunday- 
closing clause their approval, and sets forth that 
neither the commission nor the board of directors 
hav the legal power or authority to change or 
abrogate the rule adopted in accordance with the 
acts of Congress. The bill then says that the de- 
fendants hav adopted a rule to open the Exposition 
on Sunday, May 28th, and every Sunday thereafter. 
They hav announced that the gates will be open on 
that day, and they will open, the bill says, unless 
the court orders otherwise. The defendants are 
considering and confederating together, and are 
usurping the control of the buildings and grounds 
in defiance of the laws passed by Congress. In 
addition to being called usurpers of authority, the 

‘defendants are charged with conspiring to set aside 
the acts of Congress and open the gates, to the 
great prejudice and injury of the common welfare. 
This injunction was not filed in time to be passed 
on before last Sunday, and the Fair gates were 
consequently left, to the horror and dismay of the 
Sabbatarians, without any influence capable of clos- 
ing them. They were open on Sunday, the 28th of 
May. Whether they will be on any following Sun- 
day remains to be seen. The injunction, it was an- 
nounced, would receive judicial decision on Wednes- 
day, the 31st ult. 

Pleasant it is torecord this fact, that last Sunday 
the Exposition gates were open. The buildings, 

it is true, were not allopen. How many thousands 
~ were disappointed in wandering in that section 
where the state buildings are in Jackson park can 
not be told in exact numbers, but there were many. 

It was not thought that all the state buildings 

would be open, but more were closed than was ex- 
pected. The whole of New England, with one 
exception—Vermont—was not only closed, but the 
blinds were drawn, and where there were outside 
shutters they were closed. The Massachusetts 
building was shut as securely as a bank after bank- 
ing hours. “By vote of the great and general 
court of Massachusetts, this building is closed on 

Sunday, the Lord’s day,” was the legend on the 
door. Pennsylvania was also barred, thus disap- 

pointing thousands of people who lingered around 
to get a glimpse of the old Liberty Bell, which, in 
all of its ringing out of liberty in the early days, 

did not ring out enough of that article to suit those 

who stood before the building in which the old 


tocsin was locked up Sunday. Missouri, too, closed 
its doors. Virginia locked its doors, but left the 
windows up, so that visitors could look in. Of 
course several other buildings were closed—New 
York, Kentucky, Indiana, Nebraska, Texas, Arkan- 
sas, and others—but it was because they are not 
furnished and are not open on week-days. All the 
other states not named kept open house and 
vied with one another in extending hospitality. In 
the Wisconsin Building a young woman played 
operatic airs all day. New York placed a delega- 
tion in front of its handsome building, whieh po- 
litely explained that the doors were not closed on 
account of any opposition to the Sunday-opening 
business, but in order to push the work on the in- 
terior to completion. But the buildings of the 
national government were tightly closed. Stiff- 
necked marines stood at the doors and refused en- 
trance to all who sought admission. Marines also 
barred the way to the battleship Illinois, although 
thousands went up on the pier and begged and im- 
plored for a sight of the interior of the monster. 
The great department buildings were open. 
The exhibits of foreign lands are mostly uncom- 
pleted. When they are ready some will be opened 
to view Sundays, while others, like those of phart- 
saical England for instance, will be shut. Indi- 
vidual exhibitors will be left to follow their wills. 

The attendance was estimated at one hundred 
and fifty to two hundred thousand. That the Fair 
would be open was known only late Saturday after- 
noon, hence no arrangements could be made for the 
excursions from neighborhoods for hundred of miles 
around which will bring huge concourses on future 
Sundays if the exhibition is open. 

The lie was given to the Sabbatarians who regu- 
larly predict drunkenness and disorder at every pro- 
posed Sunday opening of anexposition or a museum. 
The crowd was extraordinarily quiet. There were 
only five arrests made on the Fair Grounds all day. 
One of these was of a woman who wanted to see her 
daughter in a beauty show on the grounds, and not 
having a half-dollar jumped the fence. The other 
four were of workmen who were employed on the 
grounds, but who managed to sneak away from 
their jobs and secure enough liquor to get drunk. 
They made a disturbance, and were put under 
arrest. It isa fact worthy of notice that of the five 
arrests made, none was of people who were visitors 
to uhe Fair. There was not the slightest evidence 
of drunkenness. There was no boisterousness. The 
patrol wagons remained in the stations. The Co- 
lumbian Guards had nothing to do but answer 
questions. Indeed, officials who are in attendance 
at the Fair every day, and others, hav not as yet 
seen an intoxicated person on the grounds. There 
are no resorts of any character where intoxication 
could easily be incurred. In fact, the crowd last 
Sunday was altogether too quiet. It looked a good 
deal like a Puritan congregation. There was nothing 
Continental about it. At the Paris Exposition on 
Sundays one could see people shouting and laugh- 
ing and playing and showing that they were enjoy- 
ing themselvs. It was not so at Chicago last Sun- 
day. ‘The people look-d,” says a dispatch, “ as if 
they felt oppressed by something. They did not 
seem to feel as if they were entirely free. They 
stepped along gingerly. and cautiously and would 
not talk very long.” Thus, even over this concourse 
assembled in unexampled scenes of proud and hope- 
giving achievements, successful in having done so in 
spite of opposition, Christianity the Religion of 
Sorrow had thrown its gloomy pall. Energetically 
must we all labor for the day when the Galilean’s 
sad cult shall hav disappeared and life shall, under 
a religion of natural freedom and healthy joy, hav 
become one perpetual Exposition, and Festival more 
than Columbian of pride and delight. 

Away with tyranny and limitation and meddling. 
The earth for men and freedom and gladness, not 
for Christ and dolor and denial. Open the Fair 
Sundays. Down with the Sabbath. 

Ras a 

One of the best contributions on the question of 
Lincoln’s religion is Colonel Ingersoll’s letter to 
General Collis. Mr. Remsburg’s work on Lincoln 
contains this letter. 


Christian Fundamentals About to Be Probed. 

The case of Rev. Dr. Briggs, of New York, ac- 
cused of heresy, is about to be tried by the Presby- 
terian general assembly at Washington, D. C. This 
trial will be on appeal from his former one by 
his local synod. By the latter body he was, sub- 
stantially, acquitted. It is thought that he will 
now be convicted. The questions involved are of 
vital importance to the Christian religion. Their 
great moment is thus spoken of, with none too 
great stress, by the New York Sun: 

‘<The present meeting of the general assembly at 
Washington is of universal interest for believers and un- 
believers. It has become a great event, the greatest in 
the whole history of the Presbyterian church, and of 
momentous consequence to all Protestantism. The very 
charter of the Protestant church isin dispute, whether it 
is genuin or spurious. The difference to be settled is 
too fundamental to be compromised after the usual theo- 
logical fashion.” 


One of the questions involved, for example, is 
whether the Bible is wholly God’s word, and free 
from error—inerrant, to use a shorter term. Dr. 
Birch, the leader of the prosecution, says: “What 
is really Presbyterian doctrin? is to be answered 
not for ourselvs alone, but for all American Pres- 
byterians, both now and for some years to come, 
and must be answered by the whole church.” 
This notorious old Presbyterian hardshell then ap- 
peals to the assembly: “Hence your appellant as 
the spokesman of hundreds of thousands of Pres- 
byterians, in the name of law and order, of de- 
nominational loyalty, of scripture precept, and bib- 
lical example; in the name of the historic, ortho- 
dox, evangelical, constitutional, missionary Presby- 
terian branch of the church, beseeches this venerable 
court to bless the church and the world and to ex- 
ercise its authority in a crisis so momentous.” 
Tue Trura Seexer, in the name, not of the 
dreadful things above mentioned, but of the 
Freethought propaganda which aims to keep the 
people informed on what each latest research into 
the nature of scripture discovers that famous piece 
of writing to be, will giv a full account of the pro- 
ceedings at this trial. 


Readers who hav called our attention to several 
topics, with the desire that they be treated editori- 
ally, will please accept the crowded condition of 
our columns as excuse for the delay. We desire to 
oblige them all, and will attend to the most press- 


ing of the themes suggested very soon. 
paper aM 


Mr. John R. Charlesworth, owing to personal 
matters, will hereafter be unable to attend to the 
affairs of the Freethought Federation, and has re- 
signed his secretaryship. Letters on Federation 
business should be addressed to Geo. W. Robertson, 
345 West Randolph street, Chicago, Ill., or to Mr. 
Putnam, who will attend to them. 


The Masonic journal, the Knight, prints this 
item of brotherly news: “A member of a lodge in 
New Mexico was tried by his lodge for un-Masonic 
conduct in writing the following, and was ac- 
quitted: ‘I believe the holy Bible to be a danger- 
ous book, one that has been directly the cause of 
more outrages upon innocence and helplessness 
than any other cause in the history of mankind. It 
should be taken from the altars of Masonry as a 
maligner to the glorious architect of the universe, 
the God of nature.’ The grand lodge reversed the 


decision and expelled him.” 
m 


The American girl of a generation ago repre- 
sented a delicate type physically. Buther delicacy 
of physique, remarks the Sun, appears to hav been 
lost, partly through the adoption of athletic habits 
in imitation of the English. The most famous 
ladies’ tailor in this country said to a reporter that 
within ten years the average nativ-born. young 
woman of twenty has become one inch larger in 
bust measure and more than an inch bigger around 
the hips, as shown by his measurements. “Their 
figures are better developed altogether,” he said, 
«and they do not need or use so much padding as 
formerly. I attribute the increased measurement 
about the hips chiefly to tennis playing.” Yes, the 

(Continued on page 344.) 
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Gommunications. 


Reply to Otto Wettstein. 
NO. III. 


Dear Sir: As the caption of your last article in 
Tse Trora Szexer of April 29th is in the form of a 
question, presumably addressed to me, permit me 
to consider it at the outset of my reply. Yes, we 
hav not only a “spiritual sense,” but spiritual 
senses. I feel justified by personal experience. in 
making this positiv, affirmativ answer since I am 
conscious of possessing and using such senses. 
But as it might be difficult, perhaps, to convey an 
intelligible idea of sight to one who had been blind 
from birth, so it may be difficult to explain the 
nature of a spiritual sense to one who has never 

consciously made use of it. í 

Before we proceed further will friend Wettstein 
kindly answer the following questions : 

Hav you ever seen objects in your dreams which 
were not among your material surroundings at the 
time? I hav. 

Did you see them with your material eyes, at that 
moment closed in sleep or veiled in darkness? I 
doubt it. : 

If not, with what eyes did you see them? 

With what organs of vision do the blind see in 
their dreams? 

Can we see at all without eyes of some sort, and 
can we perceive with one or more senses anything 
that has absolutely no existence? If so, of what 
value -to us is the testimony of our senses in any 
case ? 

- You may take a short cut out of this difficulty by 
denying that I see at all in my dreams; but there 
my personal consciousness is against you, and back 

` of personal consciousness we cannot go. Discredit 
its testimony and we strike a deadly blow at the 
foundation of all knowledge. Or you may declare 
that the vision, etc., is that of the imagination only, 
which merely substitutes one. mystery for another, 
and explains nothing, until you can demonstrate 
what this wonderful, goilike imagination is that 
can create a world of vivid realities out of nothing 
and store it within the four walls of a narrow sleep- 
ing apartment! Could the Almighty Himself do 
more? ; 

Dreamland is a very real world to me while I am 
in it. It shows me long vistas of city streets and 

‘broad reaches.of field and sky. I hav struck my 
heel upon its stony pavements to assure myself of 
their reality, and hav felt as firm a sense of resist- 
ance a8 was ever given back by the pavements of 
New York or Baltimore. It is a well-peopled 
country, too. Ihav met and conversed there with 
old friends, both in the flesh and out of it, besides 
making new acquaintances whom I hav never met 
outside of dreamland. My relativs and intimate 
friends, especially those who hav passed from this 
world, often appear younger and comelier than when 
I last knew them in the flesh; and I am usually 
conscicus myself of possessing a bodily vigor and 
elasticity far excelling anything I hav ever known 
in my so-called waking moments. For in dream- 
land I am always conscious of being very wide 
awake and with senses- keenly alert and activ to 
‘take in everything around me. 

The familiar phenomena of dreams clearly teach 
us one of two things: either that sense impressions 
can take place—sight, hearing, etc., be exercised— 
without the aid of any organs of sense whatever, 
material or spiritual, or else that we hav a second 
set of senses.which come into conscious operation 

- only when the outer, material senses are quiescent. 
Take whichever horn of the dilemma you choose, 

_ you are welcome to either. l 

You kindly credit me with the possession of some 
degree of intelligence and argumentativ ability, 
and in so doing compliment yourself as well as me. 
Only mind can perceive or appreciate mind; and 
your own intelligence and ability make you cogni- 
zant of the presence of such qualities in me. Thus, 
.you see, “with what judgment ye judge” you are 
liable to be judged, and this much of scripture is 
true, at all events. But if mind be essential to the 
perception, much more, the appreciation of mind, 

- is if not both reasonable and logical to infer that 
it must be even more essential to its production ? 

z And since nature confessedly shows no trace of 
mind or intelligence, and common sense insists that 

.8he could not possibly bestow what.she does not 

, possess, is it not, rationally clear that we must look 

_ above and beyond nature for the Intelligence that 

controls all her manifold activities, and has evoked 

‘that crowning glory of the universe, the Human 
©- Mind? ` l Ba 

You affirm: that “conditions, laws, processes, or 


ae . Operations, based..upon or produced by material 
du .. forms are in themselvs not material,” and conse- 


| quently «hav no existence per se.” How “a power- 
ful factor ” can produce “innumerable results,” and 
yet hav no existence, is more than I can compre- 
hend. Perhaps the results, likewise, “hav no exist- 
ence,” in which case we need not worry much about 
them. . If an object can be said to hav any real 
or demonstrable existence, it seems to me that 
those things—qualities, properties, or whatever you 
may choose to call them, which are indispensable 
to its being, can be no less demonstrably real— 
perhaps even more so. Certain properties, as form, 
size, bulk, etc., are called attributes of matter, be- 
cause always associated with material objects and 
presumably dependent upon them for continued 
existence. But in fact the material object is even 
more dependent upon them for its very being. 
Take any material form whatever, from an irregular 
piece of rock to the most highly developed organ- 
ism, and divest it successivly of extension or size, 
weight, form, and color, and what is left of it? 
But even when the object is practically annihilated 
these properties are not destroyed, for we find them 
reappearing and combining to produce other mate- 
rial forms. 

Conditions are not material, you say. Well, 
steam is one condition of water; ice is another and 
opposit condition of the same elements. Are 
steam and ice matter, or what are they? I claim 
that space is likewise a condition of matter; but.is 
space something or nothing? If something, of 
what is it composed? If nothing, why seek to 
locate God, spirit, or anything else therein? If 
God is in space, and space is nothing, then God is 
nowhere? Likewise, if we are in space, and space 
is nothing, then we are nowhere. Do you know, or 
does anyone know, in fact, where we are in the 
boundless universe of facts and possibilities? Do 
we even know what we are in reality? 

I accept your proposition that “dogmatic as- 
sumption of the knowable is always in order,” and 
that “it is only when theorists affirm doctrins be- 
yond proof and contrary to knowledge, reason, and 
analogy that such affirmations and their persistent 
defense become rank dogmatism,” and I shall hold 
you strictly to this statement. So, to insist that 
when our bodies die they are dead is not dogma- 
tism, because it is a self-evident fact that requires 
no proof. But to persistently affirm that “we” 
are identical with and inseparable from our bodies, 
and therefore necessarily perish with them, ¿s dog- 
matism, because there is no possibility of proving 
such an assertion, and all the evidence that exists is 
to the contrary. 

Suppose you and I stood by the recumbent form 
of a friend who ‘had fallen into a deep sleep. We 
should be justified in affirming his condition to be 
one of complete insensibility to his surroundings. 
The half-closed, expressionless eyes see not our 
faces as we bend over him, we speak to him but 
there is no response—our voices fall on deaf ears. 
Even at the touch of our hands he does not stir. 
We may discuss topics of the greatest interest and 
importance to him as we stand there beside him, 
but he heeds us not. He is as insensible to his 
surroundings, a8 unconscious of all that is going on 
about him, as if he were dead. 

But perhaps at the very moment when we are 
noting and commenting upon his profound uncon- 

. sciousness of outward things the man himself may 

be fully awake, and amid other and far-distant 
scenes be in the activ enjoyment of the full tide of 
conscious life and sensation. He may be convers- 
ing with long-departed friends, partaking of de- 
licious viands, listening to sweet sounds, inhaling 
sweet odors, and gazing upon a landscape bathed 
in light and decked with beauty. Of all this we 
should know absolutely nothing did not the sleeper 
awake and tell us of his dreamland experiences ; 
and even then we should be slow to credit his mar- 
velous story had we not had similar experiences 
ourselvs. . 

Does not all this convey a striking hint as to 
what may be the real state of the case when perma- 
nent and total physical unconsciousness shall hay 
taken the place of partial and temporary insensi- 
bility to outward things? And if in that “ sleep of 
death that knows no waking” such vivid and last- 
ing dreams may come to perpetuate our conscious 
existence—what then, my friend, what then? Do 
we do well to deny too recklessly the possibility of 
such a thing? But no such sleeper has ever re- 
turned to tell us of his visions. No? And yet the 
folk-lore of all peoples and ages is replete with tra- 
ditions of those who fav returned and testified to 
the reality of the life after death. And in this 
scientific, practical, and skeptical age Spiritism 
has risen almost to the dignity of a science, and 
Spiritualists in daily increasing numbers are adding 
their corroborativ testimony. Though emanating 
from all sorts and conditions of men and all phases 
of social and scientific development, from the low- 


est to the highest, the testimony is wonderfully 
unanimous, and everywhere returns an affirmativ 
answer to the ever-recurring question, “If a man 
die, shall he liv again?” | 

_ To insist that Christ lived is dogmatic, you say, 
«because it is claimed a God, not a man, was his 
father. To dogmatically deny [this] is justifiable, 
because men are not bred and born without human 
fathers to-day.” And yet, according to the theory 
of evolution, which you apparently indorse, there 
was a time when some men, at least, were bred and 
born without human fathers, but had no other 
than a brute paternity! Marvelous consistency ! 
A God cannot beget a man, it seems, but a beast 
may! In other words, Infinit Wisdom may not 
condescend to enlighten ignorance, but absolute 
ignorance can enlighten itself and teach what it 
does not know! Infinit Divine Life may not 
kindle the spark of humanity in a highly developed, 
especially prepared animal organism, or embody 
itself in a human form so as to become apprehensi- 
ble to the minds of men—that would be an in- 
credible miracle; but utter destitution may impart 
what it does not possess, and nature, absolutely 
void of intelligence or purpose, can generate ration- 
ality, mind and character! Is not this straining at 
a gnat and swallowing a camel with a vengeance ? 
Verily, the credulousness of incredulity passes all 
belief ! 

For my part, even were the gross and sensual 
ideas of the relation of the gods to mankind that 
formerly obtained among degenerate men, still prev- 
alent, I would far rather believe that I was “a 
daughter of the gods” destined eventually in im- 
mortal bloom and comeliness of form and character 
to verify and justify my divine paternity than to 
know that I was but the hapless offspring of the 
beasts that perish, bound down to bestial limita- 
tions, and doomed, in spite of the unfulfilled as- 
pirations and intuitiv yearnings of my nature, to 
end a brief, incomplete, incomprehensible, purpose- 
less existence as food for worms, and the equal in 
the dust of the lowest, vilest reptil that crawls. 
But then “chacun à son gout.” 

“So, to affirm the supremacy of nature, its eter- 
nity, infinitude, and self-existence, is not dogmatism, 
because this is a self-evident fact.” Is the eternity 
of nature proven by the mutability and perishability 
of ali natural forms? or its self-existence by the 
everywhere present evidences of its dependence? 
“ It requires no proof,” you say. To my mind, it 
requires every proof. But “all beyond is idle 
speculation, wild theory, originating in the brains 
of ape-men,” etc. Now, then, Dogmatist, prove 
your unwarrantable assertion. Where are your ape- 
men? Produce them. I challenge you to.show 
even one specimen. Evolutionists hav been and are 
still scouring the world in search of the “ missing 
link” so necessary to establish your theories, but 
only to confess themselvs baffled. You, it seems, 
hav not only discovered this long-sought personage, 
but hav dissected his brain and found therein the 
origin of ideas and conceptions that hav been the 
inspiration of poet, painter, and musician, for cent- 
uries! Marvelous! Why don’t you make this 
important discovery known to‘ the world, so’ our 
scientists may corroborate your testimony that an 
ape-man with stupendous ideas in his brain exists 
in a certain place in this earth—or in your imagina- 
tion—which is it ? 

If such a being as God existed, you say, we would 
know it. “He Himself would supply the proof.” 
Why, my dear friend, He always does supply the 
proof and only He can do it. At no age of the 
world and among no people has He left Himself 
without a witness. But the nature of a proof and 
its satisfactoriness depend not only upon the nature 
of the thing to be proven, but likewise upon the 
character of those to whom the proof is offered. 
We do not undertake, for instance, to prove histor- 
ical facts by mathematical demonstration. So, too, 
documentary evidence would be no conclusiv proof 
to one who could not read, nor would oral testi- 
mony convince one who could not understand the 
language in which it was offered. One who has felt 
the love of God shed abroad in his heart can no 
more question its reality or its divine origin than 
he can doubt the fact of his own existence. The 
Spirit that witnesseth with our spirit that we 
are the children of God utters no uncertain testi- 
mony. It is largely a matter of personal experience 
which, like death and resurrection, or like falling 
in love, is unintelligible to those who hav not 
passed through‘ it—unmistakable to those who 
hav. 

I certainly cannot admit for an instant that Lin- 
coln’s character, virtues, and talents were purely 
attributes of his physique, else the same physique 
under the same general conditions would inevitably 
giv us the same character, which we know is as far 
as possible from being the case. I may combine 
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given proportions of any given ingredients a million 
times and I will never fail to get the same product 
possessing the same properties as the result. But 
‘when nature takes the 263 bones, five hundred 
muscles, thirty pounds of blood, ten million nerves, 
heart, brain, and other appurtenances, which you 
say constitute and are the man, and passes through 
them the daily allowance of 24,000 gallons of vital- 
izing air, she gets a different result every time. 
Conditions, it is true, hav a great deal to do 
with molding and modifying character—social con- 
ditions much more than climatic; but that they do 
not altogether determin it is proven by the obvious 
fact that people reared under the same conditions 


To attempt to answer all the points raised in your 
very suggestiv letter, in the limited space remain- 
ing to me, would be at the risk of being still, more 
“ambiguous” than you hav already found me. 
Permit me, however, by way of a parting shot, to 
call your attention to what seems to me a slight in- 
consistency in your antitheistic argument, and I am 
You say, “If a human form, 
how can he [God] be the ruler of the universe? or. 
any other than a human form, how can he 
possibly possess human attributes to govern, love, 
protect, judge, reward and punish mankind?” 
Thus while you deem certain human attributes 


done for the time. 


assistance. Those who know. us, will know full 
well that if given the’proper help we can and will 
make this Congress a credit to our cause in America. 

We hav business of the greatest importance to 
transact at this Congress, both for our home work 
and the good of the cause abroad. Remember, 
friends, that the principle underlying our movement 
is confined to no one country, to no race, or to no 
class of men; it is universal in its nature as the 
light that permeates our solar system; the princi- 
ple is one and the same whether we meet with it 
in the Congo districts of Central Africa or upon the 
shores of civilized nations; to the. lowest savage 


essential to the Ruler, Protector, and Judge of man- 
kind, you yet affirm that the presence of these very 
attributes unfits the being possessing them for being 
the Ruler of the universe. This can be true only 
on the supposition that. Law is not uniform; that 
the principles most essential to human welfare hav 
no relation to those which govern and determin 
the processes of nature. But I think it can be 
demonstrated that the contrary is the case. 

If you can conceive of God as Archetypal, An- 
tetypal, Ideal, and at the same time Intinit Man, 
clothed in a personality that embodies all that is 
most exalted and desirable in human possibilities, 
dwelling within and above all material forces, which 
he controls as our minds control the operations of 
our bodies, it would rid the subject of many diff- 
culties, and would enable you to get a clearer per- 
ception of the vital nature of our relation to Him 
who is the Sun of our spiritual firmament, the 
Source and Sustainer of our spiritual life, and of 
all that is truly human within us. In the light of 
this perception nature becomes a living scroll, 
written within and without, and bearing ou every 
page corroborativ testimony to this great central 
truth which unifies and harmonizes all her varied 
forces and manifestations, and in place of the barren 
speculations and disheartening, degrading conclu- 
sions of materialistic agnosticism substitutes a calm, 
scientific, sound philosophy satisfying the soul and 
building up the mind of the student into a form of 
genuin wisdom. í 

I regret that I must close these remarks without 
directly replying to all of your questions. But then 
you hav not answered all of mine yet, so we are 
quits. Your greatest difficulty in the way of spirit- 
ual thinking, it seems to me, lies in your mental 
bondage to material ideas of time and space. That 
these hay no such wide domain as you ascribe to 
them I think I can demonstrate to your satisfaction 
if you care to hear the evidence. For the present I 
yield you the floor in your turn, and shall await 
your further comments with lively interest. 

A. Avausta CHAPMAN. 
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International Congress of Freethinkers. 


The spirit and enthusiasm which pervades the 
Freethinkers of our country with regard to the 
forthcoming Congress is already manifest. From 
all parts letters of commendation are flowing in, 
assuring us of the general support in this worthy 
cause. Let none be lacking in their help; it isa 
great undertaking, and upon the success of this 
Congress depends the good name of Freethought 
in the United States. We stand as a nation before 
the world, with the greatest democratic institutions 
possessed by any nation. We stand in the eyes of 
other countries as a nation of free men and women, 
hampered by no dogmatic bonds, bound by no 
chains, held by no creed, and subjected by no serf- 
dom. Let us, then, as Freethinkers of this Con- 
gress. emphasize these points in our national 
character. 

We hav received the following letter of encour- 
agement from St. Joseph, Mo.: 


and to the highest civilized man human freedom is 
one and the same the world over. —. 

At this Congress we desire to formulate a plan of 
work that shall build up our party at: home and 
place it upon a more solid basis, to cement our 
forces into one gigantic party, and,. with . ceaseless 
energy and untiring efforts, win for .ourselvs a 
name and a- position that shall insure us the respect 
and. appreciation of our fellow-men. Let us make 
this Congress the beginning of a new epoch in the 
history of our party. Let us make it the com- 
mencement of a new era in political and religious 
freedom. Let us giv forth a demonstration worthy 
of Freethought, and one worthy of the United 
States. Make this Congress a success, for by so 
doing you will stimulate those of our home workers 
to deeds of greater daring, and giv them that 
courage and inspire them with that enthusiasm that 
is so necessary to engage in the fight against public 
opinions, and wrest freedom from the- reluctant 
hands of orthodox bigots. o 

In many places already the church has become 
an object of derision, though it still fights hard for 
prestige, and church prestige means the debase- 
ment of man, the prostitution of woman, the cor- 
ruption of children with unsound morals, the 
trampling of love, the stultification of thought, and 
their attendant evils. Then let our battle-cry go 
forth from this Congress and. prevent the church 
from prosecuting her purpose upon mankind. The 
monopoly and privileges she possesses to-day must 
and shall be destroyed or the sacrifice of liberty 
will be the penalty. Freethought and civilization 
hav ever gone hand in hand—they hav ever rus- 
tained and encouraged each other. The highest 
examples of human progress, the grandest illustra- 
tions of the civilization of man and of what man 
may be capable without the help of gods, ghosts, or 
spooks, are now on exhibition in thiscity. The city 
itself is a living witness of the marvelous achieve- 
ments of men, and in this glorious pageant Free- 
thought must not be behind. Congresses of all 
descriptions are being held now. Religions of all 
denominations are holding their reunions, and our 
part must be played, our duty must be done. 

We feel that this Congress should be conñned to 
the northern half of this continent, but open to the 
world. Freethought finds a place in the.hearts of 
all nations. We welcome them to this Congress 
and ask their cooperation with us to emphasize the 
glorious traditions of our party. var 

Friends, do not hesitate to send us a subscrip- 
tion to. help us; send us your promises of support 
by your presence at this meeting. We are in need 
of help, and if you will giv us the means. to work 
with, we will do the work. 

. Joon R. CHARLĘSWORTH, 
Sec. Freethought Federation of America. 
345 W. Randolph st., Chicago, Lil. 


often show the greatest diversity- of character and 
disposition. Two brothers, for instance, born of 
the same parents, with the same hereditary ten- 
dencies, brought up amid the same social and ma- 
terial surroundings, subjected to the same moral, 
educational, and religious influences, may yet turn 
out in the end to be the very antipodes of each 
other, the one becoming self-seeking, bard, and piti- 
A the other self-sacrificing, generous, and merci- 
ul. 

Contrast, for example, the characters of Jay Gould 
and Henry George, both nativ Americans of similar 
physique, both being men of small stature and large, 
activ brains. Both were reared in comparativ pov- 
erty and early trained to habits of industry and ob- 
servation, both gave evidences in youth of philan- 
thropic impulses, both were alive to the vast possi- 
bilities of wealth offered by the control of natural 
opportunities. But the one used his knowledge for 
his own aggrandizement, the other for the benefit 
of his fellows: one will be remembered chiefly as 
the bold. unscrupulous stock gambler and daring 
speculator, the multi millionaire, the remorseless 
plutocrat and corruptor of legislatures ; the other 
will be revered by a grateful posterity as the 
Prophet of San Francisco, the first successful ex- 
ponent of the “dismal science,” the preacher of the 
economic Gospel of Fair Play and Equality of 
Rights and Opportunities, whose human sympa- 
thies are world-wide in their scope, the benefactor 
‘of his race who, under the well-merited title of 
“St. George,” has achieved canonization before his 
death. And may such saints be multiplied among us. 

‘I fully appreciate the difficulties in the way of 
spiritual thinking, for I hav experienced them all 
and hav had to think my way through and out of 
them, and it has cost me years of close, hard study 
to do it. But to hav the will and the desire to 
possess this power isin itself half the battle. I can 
do but little to assist you except, perhaps, to point 
_ out some of the obstacles which seem to me to stand 
-in the way, and to offer a few friendly suggestions 
for their removal. .And the only conditions that I 
need make are that you will kindly accept my well- 
meant, if imperfect, efforts in your behalf in the 
spirit in which they are offered, which, I can assure 
you, is one of sincere good-will. 

I do not stand in this discussion as a champion 
of the church or a defender of any particular form 
of faith. Iam a truth seeker like yourself and a 
student of spiritual as well as material laws and 
phenomena. But I am also a lover of fair play and 
an admirer of common sense; and it seems to me 
that no one can go to extremes in any argument 
without doing violence to both. I hav been trained 
to synthetical as well as analytical methods of 
thought, and hav learned not only to take things 
to pieces to see what they are made of, but also to 
put this and that together and see what it amounts 
to. All science has been built up by affirmations, 
not negations, and human needs are generally sup- 
plied by construction rather than by destruction. 

It does not require a very high order of intelli- 
gence to pull down or destroy. Savage hordes hav 
laid waste in a night the costly products of genera- 
tions of civilized labor; and the destructiv propen- 
sity is one that we share with our quondam 
progenitors and first cousins, according to Darwin, 
the monkeys. But you as an experienced workman 
well know the amount of patient effort and intelli- 
--gent skill necessary to the construction of any 
mechanical or artistic device, even the simplest. 
And if, while you are manipulating the gold and 
silver and precious stones into new and curious 
combinations of yet greater utility, significance, and 
beauty, you reflect upon the far greater mental effort 
and intelligence necessary for the production of a 
single original idea, you would no more think of 
referring such a triumph of genius to the half idiotic 
brain of an ape-man—did such a creature exist— 
_ than of looking to the same source for an original 

design for your own artistic work. While brutes 
and brutish men often display a marvelous faculty 
of imitation, originality of idea and inventive genius 
are invariably associated only with a high order of 
intelligence. Put these things together and. see 
what the inevitable inference must be. 
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Religion Condoning Immorality.. 

A letter from a traveler in Turkey says: “ The 
ideas of religion which you meet here are. often in- 
expressibly droll. Take, for instance, the attitude 
of the Moslem religious authorities as ; expressed 
last year in the case of the notorious. Kurdish 
marauder and murderer, Mousa Bey., He was a 
pious Moslem, and therefore the charges against 
hin could not be true. Or take the case of that 
sanctified brigand, Anastasius, who captured the 
train from Constantinople to Vienna not long since, 
and who is said to hav made his captiys attend 
morning and evening prayer, not to speak of other 
religious exercises.” The traveler might hav stayed 
in Christendom and amused himself with religious 
absurdities just as “ inexpressibly droll.” . Through- 
out Europe and America, simple folk are continually 
found believing rogues innocent dears if they be . 
but religious, and in many a part of Italy a traveler 
may, even at the present hour, with wonderful ease 
run upon a ‘sanctified brigand ” who. will.cut off 
his ears if no ransom be forthcoming, but, mean- 
while will mutter his prayers and tell his. beads 
with prodigious diligence. 

Please renew your subscription and obtain an- 
other subscriber. 


Sr, JosEPH, Mo. 
Joon R. CHARLESWORTH, Esq., Secretary, Dear Sir: 
I read the call ior the International Congress of Free- 
thinkers to be held in Chicago in September next. I can 
speak on behalf of the Infidels and Freethinkers of St. 
Joseph, and assure you avd our indefatigable Brother 
Putnam that it meets with our unqualified approval. 
‘ All the Freethinkers here are in favor of a po- 
litical organization, to nominate a candidate for president 
and thence on down toconstable. We will never amount 
to anything, never hav any standing influence, until we 
are organized as a political party. We will organize a 
‘branch of the Federation and send delegates to attend 
the convention in September next. We giv Brother 
Putnam and yourself our warmest congratulations in the 
heroic fight you and he are making against the hydra- 
headed monster, Religion. 
-© Very respectfully yours, P. YV. Wiss. 


From Escondido, Cal., Wm. Bechler writes assur- 
ing us of help and the formation of a sub-Feder- 
ation for that district. Iowa, Missouri, Wisconsin, 
and Minnesota hav promised us a good delegation, 
so that we are anticipating the grandest and most 
inspiring. meeting that has ever graced the Liberal 
platform. - To those Liberals with whom President 
Putnam and myself hav come in personal contact 
we appeal for their personal support and financial 
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race is improving in physique. As theology de- 
clines, mankind is improving in this, and in lon- 
gevity, morals, knowledge, and everything else. 
Let the clergy, who would exaggerate the evils of 
the present age because it does not honor them 
sufficiently, always be met with this veritable and 
glorious affirmation. 


TER ce 
Eternal vigilance on the part of the sensible men 
of the world is the price of their preservation from 
destruction by thefcols. The hands of Rationalists 
and those under Rationalistic lines of guidance 
ever hav been and ever will be kept full preventing 
mad superstitionists from ruining themselvs and 
the Rationalists also. In Brooklyn, New York, the 
police are kept as busy attending to the doings of 
a certain new sect as the members of that sect are 
themselvs. This sect is called the New Evangel- 
ists, and numbers five hundred members. They 
believe it not only useless but wicked to giv medicin 
to ill persons. Several persons, including children, 
- having died under their mummeries without medical 
attendance, strict measures against them hav had 
to be taken. The Lutherans, from whom the sect 
has made most converts, hav specially singled it 
out for the attention of the authorities, pointing 
out the fact that the common law declares that “it 
is no answer to the charge of manslaughter that 
the parent so neglected from the conscientious re- 
ligious belief that it was wrong to call in medical 
aid, and that medical aid was not required, and not 
from any intention to disobey the Jaw.” 


World’s Fair Notes. 


THE CHILDREN’S BUILDING. 

After leaving the. Woman’s Building everyone 
who is interested in the little folks will stray over 
the Children’s Building to see what pretty things are 
provided for their entertainment. The ladies of 
New York have presented a collection of dolls 
dressed in the costumes of the different centuries, 
from the fifteenth to the present. Japan has sent a 
collection radiant with all the fashion of the land of 
the rising sun. ‘Toys, hobby-horses, rocking chairs, 
swings, cradles, are in abundance. There will be 
luncheons, plays, games, and every simple entertain- 
ment. It is the intention to care for children of all 
ages while their parents are viewing the grounds. 

Not only, however, in the Children’s Building are 
there things delightful and hilarious for the young- 
sters, but throughout the Fair there are for them 
scenes of perpetual amusement. I think the chil- 
dren will get more out of this Fair than the old 
folks. It sometimes seems as if it were originated 
for their especial benefit. Children by all means 
should come to this Fair. It will be the glory of a 
lifetime. Only youth after all can enjoy this Fair 
to the utmost and revel in the exuberance of its 
attractions. The play impulse here can have full 
sweep. In the soft effluence of spring a million 
flowers will bloom and a thousand birds will sing 
and the beautiful marble figures will seem almost 
alive in the festival atmosphere. What a place for 
children to romp and roam! What a place for 
them to dance, with the great illuminated pictures 
on every side, the buildings cloud-like and gorgeous 
in their summer beauty. What a place for ad- 
venturous voyage along the beautiful lagoon, wind- 
ing in and out among superb edifices, with ever- 
changing views, with gilded boats and flaunting 
colors, while music sweet floats ever on the air. It 
is enchantment indeed — the stretch of lovely 
water, giant sculpture, white walls, resplendent 
roofs, echoing domes. Let the gay and festive 
gondolier dash on and carry the merry band in 
royal pomp by the Court of Honor, the statue of 
the Republic, the magnificent marble beasts, the 
Columbia fountain, the peristyle through whose 
luminous spaces glances the mighty lake, and on 
whose roof sparkles the triumphant procession of 
the states. What intoxication for the youthful 
senses! And more than this—just think of it, and 
let us all be boys and girls again and realize the 
genuine poetry of life—there will be more candy 
than a million children can eat in a year; huge 
caldrons of sugar will be boiled down to crystal 
sweetness and rolled and twisted into every sort of 
shape and color. There will be gorgeous dolls that 
will do everything almost—eat, drink, sleep, wake, 
and dress themselves it may be, and comb their 
hair and wash their faces; toy birds will sing until 
they fall off their golden perch; toy steam engines, 
saw-mills, ships, and race-tracks with nickel-plated 
horses that never tire of running; toy dogs as big 
as real ones, sheep that bleat, goats with long 


beards, punchinellos and columbines that dance like 
fairies, and the doll’s trousseau—I can’t describe 
the splendor, the fashion, the wonder of it all—but 
no doll can sing, like Flora McFlimsey, that she has 
“nothing to wear.” Every doll is magnificently 
appareled. Yes, the World’s Fair is the place for 
children, to give them happiness and a good “ send- 
off” for a healthy human existence; better than a 
thousand Bibles, a thousand religions, and a thou- 
sand gods. I hope all the children in America can 
visit the World’s Fair. It will be a priceless in- 
heritance for the new generation. 

It is sometimes asked, What will science give in 
the place of the Christian religion? I answer, for one 
thing, the World’s Fair. Not one single thing, 
from the first shovelful of dirt to the cap-sheaf of 
the proudest structure, has been contributed by the 
Christian religion. It is all the result of purely 
materialistic science. Every glory, every grace, 
every ornament, every exhibit, every -building is the 
direct result of Atheistic knowledge. There is nota 
glimmer of divine providence in tower, dome, roof, 
wall, picture, statue, engine, or ship. We thank 
God for nothing. We revel and glory in our own 
humanity and its illustrious works. 

THE VISTA OF STATE AND FOREIGN BUILDINGS. 

A splendid, picturesque, and unique village of 
thirty-seven buildings is the vista of states. There 
is every variety of architecture, old-fashioned and 
new-fashioned, representing the woodland, the 
wild prairies, ancient elegance, and modern life. 
These are not designed so much for exhibits as for 
sociability, acquaintance, official and neighborly 
intercourse. One can linger all day in these com- 
fortable and stately mansions. There are rocking- 
chairs, lounges, smoking-rooms, fireplaces, beauti- 
ful pictures, curious relics, kitchens, parlors, bed- 
rooms, etc. In roaming through this village one 
can witness the congregated life of all the states of 
the Union. It is like a trip through the whole vast 
country. History, legend, romance, promis and 
prophecy are all here; quaint memorials of the past 
side by side with insignia of the future's glory. 

We begin our journey with the imposing build- 
ing of Illinois, who naturally takes the lead among 
her sisters. This building is one of the great 
structures of the Exposition. It has exhibits 
covering every department of the Fair. The build- 
ing cost $250,000. It can. be seen from almost 
every portion of the grounds, with its lofty dome. 
It is classic in design, embellished with carving, 
mural decorations, and statuary.. There are an 
educational display, collections illustrating the nat- 
ural history of the state, a magnificent exhibit by 
the state fish commission; products of the several 
branches of agriculture; architectural drawings 
of every public building; memorial hall, with flags 
and trophies of the war. The building is 160 feet 
wide and 450 feet long, with a schoolhouse 75 by 
60 feet at the end. Fountains and flowers adorn 
the grounds. The figure crowning the main en- 
trance represents “Illinois Welcoming the Na- 
tions.” 

We next drift to the California building. It is 
after the manner of the old adobe mission church. 
I don’t like it. Itis not suited to the genius of 
California. It is too squatty and too sépulchral and 
altogether solemn and barbaric. The faith it repre- 
sents is not the faith of California to-day, nor is any- 
thing of the prosperity of California rooted in the dull 
life of that old mission-house. Had the mission 
prevailed the bloom of California would have been 
lost. Its glorious climate would only have nurtured 
idleness and superstition. California, in whose 
golden land we see the beauty of the Mgean, 
should have had for its building the airy and Grecian 
architecture, something lofty and magnificent—and 
not this lowly and somber edifice. Within, how- 
ever, all is brilliantly changed. Here is splendor 
and magnificence. There are thousands of exhibits 
showing the resources of the state. The total floor 
space is 100,000 square feet. There is a roof gar- 
den to highten the semi-tropical appearance. An 
orange grove will bloom and fruit here during the 
summer. There is received from San Diego an im- 
mense palm tree, 100 years old, and 52 feet high. 
There is on exhibition a raised map of California, 
which shows its wonderful mountains and valleys. 
The Valley of California, the upper part named 
Sacramento, the lower part San Joachin, is the 
largest continuous valley in the world. It is 450 
miles long, and could support a population equal 
to that of Great Britain. The coast of California 
is nearly 1,000 miles in length. This gives some 
idea of what California can exhibit. 

Wisconsin building is opposite, with its spacious 
verandas and stained-glacs windows. Over across 
the way we enter Colorado's quarters. In front of 
the entrance has been laid down the largest flag- 
stone in existence, a slab of red sandstone, 25 by 


-8 feet in size and 10 inches thick. Its next-door 


neighbor is Washington’s building, made of great 
logs, with an immense flagstaff, one of its own 
mountain cedars, planted in front of it. Among 
its exhibits is a miniature farm, with house, barn, 
machinery, and fields of wheat. It reminds me of 
the Palouse country. One of the chief attractions 
is the largest skeleton of the elephas primigenius 
yet found. It isthirteen feet high. Itcomes from 
near Spokane. Yesterday a lump of coal measuring 
5by5 by 26 feet, and weighing over 50,000 pounds, 
was moved to the Washington building on a wagon 
drawn by sixteen horses. The progress of the 
wagon was witnessed by a large crowd of people, 
and there was quite a triumphal procession. The 
wheels at places cut two feet into the road and the 
cracking of the wagon was like a fusillade of mus- 
ketry. This immense block comes all the way from 
Rosslyn mine, Washington, at a cost of thousands 
of dollars. It is probably the largest block ever 
mined. l 

In Montana’s exhibit is a cabinet two feet square 
filled with silver crystals just as found 1,500 feet 
beneath the surface. There are two paintings 
representing Indian life, and scenes most vividly 
rendered by a cowboy artist. There is a shield 
made of copper, silver, gold, and sapphire. The 
biggest curiosity is a fossil vertebra dug up in a 
gravel pit in Dawson county. It is like a human 
vertebra. Paleontologists do not hesitate to say 
that it belonged to a biped; but the species is not 
known. The North Dakota building contains a 
select agricultural exhibit, among which will be 
found 146 varieties of wheat, and 300 different 
grasses. On the wall hangs a curiosity in the 
shape of two deer heads. These represent a furi- 
ous duel in which one drove two prongs of his 
antlers through the head of his antagonist. 

At the South Dakota building the greatest attrac- 
tion is the front steps, made of true Portland cement, 
found nowhere in the world except in England and 
South Dakota. 

The Idaho building is in rough-hewn style, after 
the colonial model. The mica hall is worthy of 
note. Mica for practical use is found only in 
one other state of the Union, North Carolina. 
Beautiful specimens from the agate fields are 
shown. The Arkansas building is entered from a 
large circular veranda which runs the width of the 
whole building. It is the French “rococo” style 
of architecture, as Arkansas was originally settled 
by the French. One of the chief ornaments is a 
mantle of Arkansas white onyx. ‘The fountain of 
Hot Springs crystals is very attractive. It is 
beautifully illuminated with electricity. Connecti- 
cut is colonial in style, and is built entirely of Con- 
necticut material’: It contains many relics and art 
treasures, among which is the gun with which | 
General Putnam shot the wolf. The Nebraska 
building is surrounded by porticoes. It is like a 
modern clubhouse, with post-office, etc. It has 
many interesting special exhibits. New Hampshire, 
the Switzerland of America, is represented by Swiss 
architecture. Being born among the granite hills, 
I recorded my name in the book, and enjoyed the 
cosy fireplace. The New Jersey state building is a 
reproduction of Washington’s Headquarters at 
Morristown. It is supplied with relics of Revolu- 
tionary times. It has a somewhat exclusive look, 
the door being kept shut, and you must sound the 
brass knocker for admittance. A neat darkey 
opens the door, requests you to wipe your feet, 
and gracefully lets you in. A cheerful scene is be- 
fore you—the big fireplace, andirons, a jolly fire of 
real logs, and old-style furniture. Maryland’s state 
building presents an elegant appearance—mainly 
for social entertainment. Its chief curiosity is a 
wonderful oyster exhibit. The material for thé 
Maine building is furnished exclusively by the 
state. Among its exhibitions is a group of stuffed 
animals. Iowa’s building is quite magnificent, with 
porticoes, columns, and a lavish use of glass. The 
Iowa state band discourses sweet music. The 
Corn Palace is decorated with a variety of colors, 
with fantastic figures made of Iowa grains, grasses, 
and minerals. ‘here is a big register, regularly 
printed and bound, six feet square, for the signa- 
tures of visitors. Kansas’s building contains ‘a 
vivid cyclorama of all the wild animals that have 
roamed over its vast prairies. Florida’s building is 
a reproduction of the oldest structure in America— 
old Fort Marion, of St. Augustine, begun in 1620. 
Within is a splendid exhibit of the flowery land. 
Indiana’s building is a series of Gothic towers. One 
of the curious contributions is the life-size figure 
of an elephant, chiseled out of a solid block of 
stone from one of the great Indiana quarries. Ken- 
tucky’s Southern Colonial Mansion is filled with 
relics and curiosities. There is a lunch-room here 
also, where a “Kentucky breakfast” can be ob- 
tained. The tobacco exhibit is really gorgeous. 
Louisiana’s headquarters is an old plantation house 
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with broad corridors, immense doors, and dormer 
windows. The Massachusetts building is modeled 
after the old Hancock house. Within are the por- 
traits of men illustrious in history. Ilike these old 
colonial dwellings. They are ample, with broad 
halls, big rooms, and wide staircases. The hurry 
and pressure and contraction of modern life is not 
here. Everything is simple, but on a large, grand 
scale. The old-fashioned furniture is for conven- 


ience as well as ornament. For instance, 
there is a table-chair. It can be used as a 
table. The top can be rolled over and it be- 


comes a chair. You can eat on it and sit on it, 
and it can also be used asa bureau. Michigan's 
building is entirely modern in style. It contains a 
natural history museum, a beautiful organ, and is 
illuminated with five hundred incandescent lamps. 
The flnest apartment is the “Saginaw Room,” fin- 
ished in many varieties of hard wood by the lum- 
bermen of Saginaw. The statue of Hiawatha is in 
front of Minnesota building, contributed by the 
schoolchildren. of that state. The building itself 
is one of the handsomest on the grounds—two 
stories, of the style of Italian renaissance. On 
either side of the portico are statues of a pioneer 
and Indian. Missouri adopts the Spanish style of 
architecture. It has an auditorium which seats 
twenty-five hundred people, a woman’s department, 
reception rooms, ete. The state of New York ap- 
propriated $600,000 for the expenses of its exhibit 
and building. The latter is mainly a reproduction 
of the old Van Renselaer residence, one of the his- 
toric landmarks of New York city. The quaint 
architecture recalls the period when the metropolis 
was only a straggling seaport town. The building 
is fifty feet wide, two hundred feet long, and three 
stories high. The furniture is two hundred and 
three hundred years old. A feature of interest is 
three columns of native wood from the Adirondack 
mountains. 
picture of Hudson, autographs of all the presi- 
dents and signers of the Declaration of Independ- 
ence, model of Fulton’s steamboat, ete. Ohio’s 
building is modest in appearance, while its decora- 
tions and furniture are rich and costly. A monu- 
ment executed in bronze, seventeen feet high, stands 
in front of the main entrance, typifying the great- 
ness of the state. The “Keystone State ”—Penn- 
sylvania—reproduces Independence Hall for her 
headquarters. Beautiful grounds surround the 
structure. The cost of building is $300,000. It is 
really the most superb of the state buildings. Its 
entire hight is one hundred and sixty-five feet, 
and the view from its lofty tower is exeeeding 
magnificent. Nearly all the state buildings can be 
seen in their beautiful variety. The great Art 
Palace is before you, and beyond the swell of 
mighty domes and roofs, and eastward, are the lake 
front and the splendid foreign buildings. At the 
main entrance is the old Liberty Bell, around which 
crowds are constantly gathering. There is a pro- 
fusion of historic relics—Jefferson’s sword, Wash- 
ington’s sofa, etc. Rhode Island is represented by 
a structure of the Doric order. Vermont pre- 
sents her “marble halls.” New Mexico, Ari- 
zona, and Oklahoma are represented in one 
building. The roof-garden contains specimens 
of all the flora of these territories. There are 
some rare paintings six hundred years old and 
a most interesting archeological exhibit. Texas 
makes a fine showing with thousands of cu- 
riosities and relics. Utah shines forth with 
Ionic columns and pilasters. Before the entrance 
is a fac-simile of the famous “Eagle Gate,” Salt 
Lake City. Gold, silver, and sulphur are con- 
spicuous among the products of this territory, in 
which almost every mineral has been discovered. 
Virginia’s building is a duplication of the Mount 
Vernon homestead of Washington. The dining- 
room is furnished like the original with silver 
service loaned by the oldest families of Virginia. 
In the West Virginia building is the desk on which 


were written the terms of the surrender of General | 


Lee to General Grant. Delaware's little building 


is somewhat suggestive of the state where no Free- | 


thought lecture has ever been given, I believe. 

Out of the many aspects of the state buildings I 
have endeavored to select what is most pronounced 
and suggestive. It would take a volume to describe 
all these thirty-seven different buildings and their 
contents. I can only touch upon those things 
which most graphically indicate the peculiarities of 
each. One could find a week’s pleasure and profit 
in the group of representative structures; but 
probably most visitors can only wander for a day 
in this vista, and they must walk fast and keep 
their eyes open. They will be delighted on their 
varied journey with music, books, pictures, comfort- 
able, luxurious resting-places, and on no account 
must one miss this part of the vast Exposi- 
tion. 


Among the exhibits are an ancient. 


FOREIGN BUILDINGS. 

Reaching the lake front from this charming 
journey the official headquarters of foreign nations 
extend in brilliant and imposing array. Germany’s 
building is the cynosure of all eyes. It is graceful 
in form and gorgeous in color. Its roof is peaked 
and gabled and covered with vari-colored cor- 
rugated tiles. It has a gilded tower, parapets, and 
turrets. One of its chief attractions are the chimes 
presented by the German emperor. Their deep, 
sonorous tones mark the flight of time. Victoria 
House is fashioned after the British manor house. 
The architecture of Spain’s building is beauti- 
ful. Sweden’s house is formed with many-colored 
tiles and ornamental pressed brick. Hayti’s home 
is of mahogany and tropical wood. France has a 
large open pavilion on the lakeshore. Ceylon’s 
airy structure allures with its picture of tea industry 
and with attendants in their native dress. Brazil, 
New South Wales, Canada, Costa Rica, Guatemala, 
India, Nicaragua, Siam, Turkey, and Venezucla are 
represented in this foreign group with their arts, 
industries, varied productions, home life, costumes, 
and methods of education. : 

We thus behold in miniature the magnificence 
and greatness of the sister republics and imperial 
lands afar. 

It is supper time when I reach the Victoria 
House, and I wander to the Polish café, where for 
good prices one can obtain a good meal. The 
charges are no higher than at first-class restaurants 
in the city and the service is excellent, and there's 
a smack of Poland in the cooking; and with coffee 
and cigars one can dream of liberty, Warsaw, and 
Kosciusko. 

The evening is brilliant, and with renewed zest, 
after a substantial repast, I wander along the lake 
shore, and for an hour enjoy perhaps the grandest 
scenery in the world. Certainly, from the stand- 
point of art and civilization the view before me is 
unequaled in itssublimity. In the realms of nature 
amidst vast mountains, tall cataracts, and gigantic 
forests, one may see an immensity of wonder be- 
yond this, but never has man created a more amaz- 
ing and enchanting view. Commingling with the 
loveliness of nature itself, the great lake is before 
me—a wonder in itselfi—seemingly as vast as the 
ocean, its waves rolling upon the beach, and its 
wide breast glowing with magnificent colors beneath 
the sunset blaze. Overhead is the sky, its sapphire 
glinted with gold and crimson bars, and draped 
with purple clouds which make gorgeous pavilions 
around the pathway of the sinking sun. The lake 
is covered with all sort of craft—the electric launch, 
the boat, the ship, the tug, the enormous dredge 
—and every one, slow or swift in motion, is made 
glorious in the illuminations of the descending orb. 
More wonderful still than lake or sky is the White 
City, for in it man’s genius flames triumphant. It 
rises against the intense brilliance of the western 
horizon, bathed in floods of splendor, glowing in 
infinite variety of form, massive and delicate, ex- 
quisite and sublime. Think of it—here is a city of 
four hundred buildings in which there is every con- 
ceivable grace of architecture. Here are the great- 
est edifices which man has ever erected. Here the 
muse of every clime has hovered, and in multitudi- 
nous forms and colors poured forth the dreams and 
fancies of forty centuries of human growth. Thir- 
teen stupendous structures confront one, and as 
you walk along the margin of the lake there is an 
ever-changing prospect. New vistas open while 
from point to point you look upon these walls and 
roofs and towers and domes. Between the city and 
the lake stretches the long promenade thronged 
with thousands of people as eager and curious as 
yourself. It is an hour’s saunter from the Victoria 
House to the peristyle. We pass the ponderous 
battleship Illinois floating like a monster of the 
deep, ready at any moment to belch forth its thun- 
ders. In calm satire the Manufacturers’ Building, 
covering over thirty acres of ground, crowded with 
the treasures of every land, breathes its beautiful 
message of peace—a thousand times more potent 
than all the battleships of the nations. Beyond 
the Manufacturers’ Building my steps linger by 
Music Hall, where glorious faces of immortal 
memory look down upon the traveler. I imagine 
myself a Greek as I wander amidst the graceful 
columns of the peristyle. It seems an endless 
colonnade, but by and by I reach the beautiful 
Casino, and thence enter the Agricultural Building, 
and glance at its marvelous display, and in the twi- 
light view the great basin of the lagoon, the fount- 
ains and the golden statue. Ithen enter the great 
rotunda of the Administration Building, and slowly 
climb to the topmost balcony of the immense dome, 
and here I rest my weary feet and wait for darkness 
to come and the great flashing lights of the electric 
currents waiting to be let loose in ten thousand 
jets. The view from that lofty point is one of the 


most majestic in the whole panorama of the Fair 
grounds. Beneath is the great basin—ten acres of’ 
smooth brilliant water. Right below me are the 
three fountains and the Columbian statues. Softly 
and beautifully flow the waters over the white 
splendor of the marble fonts. Right across is the 
Republie’s golden figure—and the peristyle on whose 
roof are the grand marble symbols of the States, and 
beyond is the vast glory of the lake. To the left is 
Machinery Hall, with its noble towers, and Agri- 
cultural Building, with the naked Diana, bow and 
arrow in hand, glancing in the swift chase, on its 
pinnacle. To the left is Manufacturers’ Building. 
I sit here for three hours while day disappears and 
night comes, and near a hundred thousand people 
gather together and roll like a sea over the smooth 
pavements. Gradually the electric illuminations 
appear—first the white lights and then in one 
sudden flash an intense golden fire rolls all about 
the basis, and flings a yellow tide almost to the 
center of the effulgent waters, along which dash the 
painted gondolas and pavilion boats. The Iowa 
and Cincinnati bands alternately pour forth swell- 
ing strains to increase the enchantment of the 
glittering scene. Right over my head flare the 
great gas torches, while the dome lifts itself like a 
mountain of fire. From the roof of the Manufact- 
urers’ Building, as a blazing cornet, far into the 
night protrudes the “ search light,” like a vast in- 
verted cone seemingly pulverizing the darkness into 
luminous dust, which as it curves from point to 
point invests the various objects with extraordinary 
brilliancy. ‘So for hours the illuminated panorama 
changes, fountains flowing, music sweeping, waters 
glancing, boats flying, crowds rushing, colors 
mingling, and as one might say, night is dethroned 
and man enthroned in a glory of his own making. 
No temple, no cathedral, ever shone with such hope 
as this great festival of science and humanity. 
Samugn P. Purnam. 


Miscellaneous Comment. 


Mr. Eprror: It is not often that I find occur- 
rences which are, according to the teachings of the 
church, in accordance with the divine will, that with 
my sense of justice I can “unite” with ; but in the 
exit from earth to heaven recently of Col. Elliott 
Shepard, I certainly feel a “ holy acquiescence in 
the divine will.” What supreme happiness he will 
enjoy in the long-continued Sunday; only as all the 
inhabitants of that favored country to which he 
has gone are supposed to be satisfied with the per- 
petual Sunday, half his enjoyment will be lost, be- 
cause he can find no one whom he can compel to do 
his bidding—’tis such a delight to a Christian to 
exercise authority. And I think I am in no mood to 
question the way in which the “man of power” de- 
parted this life—it was certainly orthodox, as the 
doctors employed were of the real “pathy” and 
licensed by law. We hav had a woman in this 
city in the last year or two who report says has 
performed some cures that the regulars had failed 
to effect; but that would not answer, so she was 
prosecuted, fined, and driven out of the city, not 
because she killed people by etherizing them, but 
because she cured them, and was paid forit. Great 
is law, and the officers who are paid for attending 
to the law’s business. There has been in this 
city the past winter preaching that for ignorance, 
lying, indecency, I believe has never been ex- 
celled; of course I know nothing of it save the 
reports in the daily papers, as the infirmities of age 
make me a close keeper at home; but if I had the 
strength Ionce had, I would attend one of Rev. 
Myer’s meetings and confront him with his igno- 
rance. I send you one of the reports of the papers. 
Another reverend of Syracuse has located heaven 
and hell, and told his hearers the occupation of the 
residents of each place. Alas! alas! that people 
will listen to and pay for such stuff. “ Wiggles- 
worth’s Last Day” is mild compared to some of 
this reverend’s ravings, and this is the evening of 
the “nineteenth century.” I am very glad that 
we are to hav missionaries sent among us from 
the Mohammedans. I hope we may hav them from 
India and from China, and compare their holy 
books with ours. But Mohammedans are bigamists ! 
What are Christians, I pray you? Doesn’t the 
Bible teach licentiousness on many of its pages, and 
bigamy by the seven hundreds, and the seven hun- 
dred not sufficing, three hundred bedside compan- 
ions without marriage. I must stop lest I take up 
too much space in your valuable paper. I would 
like to say how indignant I feel at this effort to 
make the divorce laws so stringent that once mar- 
ried there is relief only from the brutality of the 
wedded companion, be it wife or husband. 

I am in all sincerity yours for knowledge and 
Liberty, Lucy N. Corman. 

March 28, 1893. 
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educate the rising generation to think and | Missionary Tracts for Heathen Meth- 
read, and if every Liberal would do like- odists. 
wise instead of keeping silent for fear of Cutntrwack, B. C., May 5, 1893. 
losing popularity and being called an| Mr. Eprror: Inclosed please find postal 
Infidel, we would soon bring about the | order for $3.25. For the sum of twenty- 
desired result five cents please forward to my address 
May you liv long and continue your|one copy of ‘‘Crimes of Preachers.” 
good work. Your Liberal friend, For the remaining $3 please forward to 
W. S. Troyer. each of the following addresses one copy 
of the cartoon which appeared on the first 


or go back by the Yarmouth line home 
again. Iam in hopes to see a good many 
people this coming summer, but suppose 
the World’s Fair will take most of the 
pleasure-seekers away to it But this I 
can assure anyone coming down here to 
get a breath of the old Bay of Fundy air 
and a grand look of the water avd land of 
this place from these mountains, that there 
will be no Sunday-closing here, for that is 


JDetters of Rriends. 


Proves By Acts a Desire to Free Man- 
kind. 
Tacoma, Wasu., May 7, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find post-office 
order for $5, for which please renew my 
subscription to Tan TRUTH SEEKER for 
one year, and the balance apply as you 


think best. Cumas. R. MOYER. It Is a Curse, a Disease, and a Lie. | page of Tan Trura Seeger for March | the day above all others I take for enjoy- 
P S.—Please send one copy of ‘‘ Crimes Brayton, N. Y., May 8, 1893. 25th, showing what Christianity has bor- | ment and worship. Hoping to see some 
of Preachers.” C. R. M. Mr. Eprror: I herewith send you’ $2 | rowed from the pagans, and as the Meth- | of the Freethinkers of New York, as well 


for as many of Samuel P. Putnam’s books 
as you can afford for the money—‘‘ Re- 
ligion a Curse, Religion a Disease, Re- 
ligion a Lie.” I want to send some to my 
friends to enlighten them and blot out the 
fear of God and hell-fire, and cool off the 
flames with a little cool water mixed with 
reason’s precious jewel. My age is nearly 
eighty-eight years. My brother said in 
a compositicn for me that I never was 
troubled with grace, and this I affirm as 
being the truth. Mr. Putnam has made 
himself liable, as did Thomas Paine when 
he wrote the ‘‘Age of Reason,” to slander 
and abuse by the holy gods by knocking 
out their underpinning which they stood 
upon for their bread and butter, lazy 
dogs. Mr. Putnam has won a glory that 
will last when he is hidden by oblivion’s 
dark shades. 

Now, here I will close with a vivid rec- 
ollection of the days that are accom- 
plished. Ever a friend to Tax. TRUTH 
SEEKER, Asa W. BRAYTON. 


odists will hold their annual camp-meeting 
about the first of June, I want you to in- 
close with each cartoon a leafiet or tract 
costing a cent each or so which you think 
appropriate for the occasion. Please in- 
close cartoons and leafiets in plain un- 
sealed envelopes or many of them may not 
be opened, for the mere mention of THE 
TRUTH SEEKER scares some of our Chris- 
tian tenderfeet. I want to show my 
Christian friends from what sources Chris- 
tian robbers stole their rotten rubbish to 
be used in the manufacture of their stale 
dogmas and moldy creeds. If enough 
money has not been sent, please curtail 
the list; if more, use the balance in any 
way you choose for the advancement of 
Freethought. Please forward as early as 
possible. Jas. H. CHAPMAN. 


as Massachusetts, here this sammer, 
I remain yours, very truly, 
i A. B. BAXTER. 


No Donbt the Lady is. an Estimable 
Wife—Only, Her Religion is Bad. 


Wairnnann, Wis., May 18, 1898. 
Mr. Eprror: A friend of mine, to whom 
I loaned a copy of Tun TRUTH SEEKER, re- 
turned it to me together with the following 
expression of his feelings after having read 
the letter to you by Mrs. Dr. N. W. 
Stroup: 


Evrror Trors SEEKER: I noticed in 
your issue of May 6th an epistle from 
Mrs. N. W. Stroup, in which it is inti- 
mated that there is such a place, and that 
you are going, but she objects to your 
dragging others with you. Now, if itis a 
fact that you intend making the trip, 
please inform a few of us old stand-bys 
when you are to start. When the time 
comes I don’t want to be dragged. j 
no, I’ll go right along peaceably, and 
maybe the Doc. would like to go along too. 
I hav heard of such cases before now; 
possibly a change of climate would be a 
relief to him. I mean just what I sav. 
Were I in his place I think that I should 
like to make the change, if it were possi- 
ble to hav Tae TRUTH SEEKER sent to 
the other hell. I would prefer being a 
doorkeeper in a hell, multiplied by a mil- 
Jennium of heJls throughout a millennium 
of eternities, than to dwell in a tent in 
paradise with a Jezebel or a virago. So, 
Mr. Editor, when oe are ready to start 
just drop usacard and we will hav our 
post-office address changed, ‘‘if it costs us 
a thousand dollars.” 

In the same issue I noticed a letter from 
our friend R. B. Platt, of St. Nicholas, 
Pa., in reference to the unclaimed letter 
of Chas. T. Blackburn, of Seattle, Wash., 
and would sages that it be sent to Boon- 
ton, N. J., and failing there try Brocklyn, 
N. Y., care Rev. (Revenue) T. DeWitt 
Talmage. Yours truly, 

E. P. LURIBUSUNUM. 

Perhaps the above will be a little too 
tough on the lady to publish, but it will 
show you at least what some of us up here 
in the bush think of such a fanatical senti- 
ment as she exhibits. Omas. A. FCKER. 


The Sunday Monopolists Crushing In- 
fringers on Their Prerogativ. 
CHESTERTOWN, Mp., May 9, 1893. 
Mr. Eorror: In this town, Mr. John Ju- 
define, a highly respected and worthy citi- 
zen, is now confined in the jail for thirty 
days. The only crime committed is, he 
was seen by a Methodist preacher husking 
a few ears of corn on Sunday. Is this a 
remnant of the old Blue laws which fined 
a man for kissing his wife on Sunday, or 
turning the head to the right or left going 
to church? Many of our citizens think it 
an outrage. _ E. L. 


Is Afraid Only in the Presence of 
Ignorance. 

Norwood, Mo., May 18, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: Please send me a copy of 
“Infidel Death Beds,” by G. W. Foote. 
I hav read ‘‘Men, Women, and Gods.” 
and “Travels from Faith,” and several 
other books. I believe if the clergy of 
the United States would read them as I 
did they would turn from their wicked 
ways and enjoy the pure air of intellectual 
freedom. I know that reading these 
books has done me a great deal of good. 
I no longer fear the devil, and feel safe 
anywhere when not in the presence of Ig- 
norance Ishall order several more books 

soon. H. H. Bat. 


Ready for All Good Gods. 

Newark, N. J., May 21, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: I write to inform you that 
I hay the herein-named friend’s subscrip- 
tion for one year.’ We are both old 
brother Masons, and we are not ashamed 
of owning that we are both Liberals, and 
we both believe in all good gods. We care 
nothing in regard to size, whether they 
are short or tall; but people do say the 
best of goods comes in little parcels. But 
my brother and your humble servant care 
nothing about public opinion. We size 
up gods and individuals according to their 

worth. W. W. Morris. 


Will Not Giv the Preacher a Club to 
Break His Head. 
Darron, Qa., May 15, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: There sre a goodly num- 
ber of persons around here, notably among 
the intelligent, who do not believe all the 
nonsense in the Bible; but they hav not 
got the backbone to express their honest 
convictions, so they pander to the church 
for patronage. The church’ rules every- 
thing down here. There is a vast amount 
of ignorance in this part of Uncle Sam’s 
dominions. 

The negroes ere nearly all religious, es- 
pecially the meaner portion. They do not 
appear to think it anything wrong to steal 
from a white man. In slavery times the 
worst negro on the plantation was the ne- 
gro preacher. The negroes are very su- 
perstitious, and the preachers vote them 
all, so if a man wants the negro vote he 
has to buy the preacher. 

As to woman suffrage, whilst it may be 
women’s right in the abstract, it is my 
opinion if we giv them the right to vote 
we will put ourselvs in a worse condition 
than we now are in. Because the vast 
majority of them will vote as the parson 
dictates, and, as self-preservation is the 
first law of nature, I am not willing to giv 
the preacher a club to break my head. 

I show my papers around, and hav been 
trying to get you some new subscribers 
for along time, but hav failed so far, but 
will keep trying. I liv on a farm, and 
make my living by hard work, and express 
my honest sentiments on all proper oc- 
casions. : 

Wishing you and Tau TRUTH SEEKER 
may prosper, I remain, 

Your friend, J. H. HAMILTON. 


A Small Sufferer from the Bible in the 
Schools. 
SxourGan, Mr., May 14, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: I go to a schoolteacher 
who is a Methodist minister’s daughter, 
which I suppose will account for her wish- 
ing us to read the Bible each morning. 
I refused to read, and she kept me one 
evening to explain my reasons. She kept 
about thirty other scholars for other 
things. I went up to the platform before 
the scholars and gave my reasons. 
I told her I had read it, and the more I 
read the more I became disgusted with it 
all. I told her it was no school-book, and 
she could not compel me to read it. After 
she had lectured awhile I said in a sur- 
prised tone, ‘‘Oh! I supposed you knew 
my folks did not believe in the Bible.” 
There was the most comical look on her 
face for a while, and then she said, ‘‘T 
am sorry such a thing could be. I should 
like you to read the Bible, and come to 
Jesus and be saved Won’t you come to 
Sunday-school and try?” I then gave 
her a few more good pointers, and then 
good-day, amid the laughter of the schol- 
ars in the room. ‘The superintendent 
said I need not read it unless I wished to, 
but Miss B. still keeps giving small hints. 

From a little heathen, Lucy BiaELow. 


Atheism as Foolish as Theism. 
Sr. Paur, Miny., May 4, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: I think you are very kind 
to allow so much room in your paper to 
Augusta, who is so anxious to show Mr. 
Wettstein her nice little God, but I sup- 
pose you feel some regret that you cannot 
giv her room enough so she can ma- 
neuver all her artillery, so if possible 
she could blow away that old confounded 
Infidel fog from Otto’s vision, so he could 
take a look on her God. Ido not doubt 
that Augusta has a God or two, but if it 
is a real God why doesn’t she trot him 
right out so we all can see him? But if 
he is one of the old trick Gods, who 
can only work in darkened rooms, or un- 
der tables writing on slates, then we don’t 
want to see him. But, Mr. Editor, if you 
can’t giv her room enough in your paper 
so shecan make the battle decisiv, was it 
not best to get Otto down there inside ~ 
the range of her concentrated fort ord- 
nance, so she could aim all her heavy guns 
to bear on that old invulnerable Infidel? 
But I will bet ten to one, when Augusta has 
exhausted all her precious ammunition 
Otto will be the same old hardshell Infidel 
asever. But, Mr. Wettstein, are you not 
afraid that Augusta can convince you that 
you are worshiping a God, or Gods, your- 
self? J donot think Iam wrong if I say 
that vou are worshiping the common god 
of America, the golden eagle. For gods 
and idols are nothing else than some pas- 
sion or desire which man is striving to 
satisfy. 

But when you say there is no God, I 
understand that you mean that there is no 
almighty originator of worlds. Well, sir, 
will you allow a sixty-years-old crank In- 
fidel to ask you a question? Do you hav 
a telescope so sharp that you can explore 


Who Has Bronght the Country to Its 
Present State? 
Ouymp1a, Wasu., May 5, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: If you will allow me space 
in your valuable paper, I will congratulate 
Laura Knox, Mrs. R. Kuffel, and others 
who hav defended woman so ably. I 
think that Mr. Sandberg gave the fair sex 
a bold slap in the face when he came out 
as he did. He certainly thinks the coun- 
try in a bad state if women could ruin 
what little liberty there is left. What has 
brought the country to what it is? I sup- 
pose Mr. Sandbarg, Adam-like, would like 
‘to lay that on the women; but, thank 
goodness, we had nothing to do with the 
ruination of this country—if it is ruined. 
Mr. Sandberg is like most of the olden 
prophets, a false prophet. He had better 
turn his mind in a better direction. 

Yours for liberty to all, 
KATHERINE: CLYDER. 


< Evidences in Favor of Christianity 
Tested.” 
GRINNELD, IA., May 20, 1898. 

Mr. Eprror: Mr. Franklin Steiner, of 
Des Moines, Ia., gave three lectures in 
Grinnell, Ia., Saturday and Sunday, May 
18th and 14th. The first was on ‘‘ The 
Principles of Secularism; or, Morality 
Without Christianity.” A fair audience 
listened with profound interest. The 
meeting Sunday at 3 P.M. was a rouser. 
The large hall was well filled with an ap- 
preciativ audience, and quiet and good 
order prevailed. The subject was, ‘‘ Pop- 
ular Evidences in Favor of Christianity 
Tested.” Mr. Steiner, although young, 
is one of Iowa’s progressiv thinkers, and 
is bound to rise. He is a plain, fuent 
speaker, and is master of his subject. A 
fair audience greeted him Sunday evening 
at 8 p.m. for his third and last lecture—sub- 
ject, “Inspiration of the Bible.” At close 
of the lecture, liberty was given anyone 
to ask questions. Immediately a Christian 
arose and asked several questions, which 
had been thoroughly answered during the 
lecture, but he had failed to appreciate it. 
The speaker answered his silly questions 
in detail, but all to no purpose, and he 
closed by saying: ‘‘ I know the Lord made 
the world out of nothing, for he said so.” 
Grinnell has many Freethinkers, and 
scores of others on the road in all stages 
of progress. Thus the good work goes 
silently on. A. T. 


A Freethinker’s Summer Resort. 
Cannina, Nova Scorta, May 20, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: I am still alive down in the 

small and obscure village of Canning, 
Nova Scotia. This town is on the Habi- 
tant river, a tributary of the Basin of 
Minas. There are two notable places to 
which tourists from all parts of the United 
States in a small way resort. One of those 
places is the Look-off, so called, and the 
other is Cape Blomidou. The latter has 
been made immortal by the poet Longfel- 
low. I keep a small hotel here. It is 
three miles from here to the former and 
twelve miles to the latter place, and, as it 
is the nearest point accessible. by rail, I 
get quite a few people in the summer. 
They are surprised to see THz TRUTH 
Sener down here, and the most of them 
—I should say about nine-tenths of them— 
seem to be delighted. I don’t try to force 
my ideas on anyone, but ’tis surprising 
how soon those people and I and my wife 
get acquainted I keep teams, and take a 
good deal of pleasure in driving them up 
to those mountains and explaining to them 
‘what little I know about them. After see- 
ing those places, I drive them across to 
Grand Pre—about twelve miles distant— 
where they can take the train for Halifax: 


Hopes a Religion of Humanity. 
Vermont, IND., May 16, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find $5 for the 
renewal of my subscription to Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER, and one new subscriber, who be- 
gins with the 1st of May, as he wants all 
of Putnam’s letters from the World’s 
Fair. We are making some advances 
here in this church-ridden country, but 
hay to bear abuse and slander—but less 
as years advance, and I liv in hopes that 
at some time Christianity will be a thing 
of the past, and a religion of Humanity 
be established. To do this I will do what 
I can. 

I hav quite a number of pamphlets and 
lectures which I lend out and keep them 
going as much as possible. _ 

I think the most important part is to 


lating in space? Hav you searched all the 
universe so through and throngh that 
no almighty can hide himself there? 
Then you can let Augusta take a peep 
through your tube, and let her satisfy 
herself that there is no almighty. But 
suppose that it is about seven thousand 
years since he was down here, and maybe 
he has been a billion miles beyond Nep- 

` tune creating another world—for you 
know that it took six days to create this 
world, and you know that a thousand 
years are for the Lord as one day, 
and you know that when he has created 
a world he needs one day to rest on—now, 
. sir, if it should so happen that when you 
and Augusta were looking in the tube it 
was just the Lord’s time, after the seven 
days that he had been away, to come and 
see how we are getting along, then what? 
Now, Brother Wettstein, if you cannot 
giv a perfect answer to this question, then 
do not troable yourself to prove to Au- 
gusta that there is no almighty God but 
let her hav all the trouble to prove it to 
you. Letus only prove that all the gods 
are old fables, and if there should come a 
good god that will giv us what we want, 
let us accept him. When we hav done 
that, then if they will pass some other 
gods on us and we find that they are not 
good, we will do away with them too. 
But if we find they are good gods, then we 
will accept them. 

I think that it is just as foolish to try to 
prove that there is no God, as it is to 
prove that there is a God, for it is abso- 
lutely impossible to prove any of it. 

Yours truly, 8. P. LINDAHL. 


The God of the Bible-makers. 


INDIANAPOLIS, Inp., May 18, 1893. 

Mre. Envrror: It would be very gratifying 
to me if you would allow this letter a place 

_ among your ‘‘ Letters from Friends,” for 
I should feel highly honored at having a 
place assigned for anything written by me 
in a paper of the high class to which Tam 
Trore Senker undoubtedly belongs. 

` I wish to emphasize a particularly fine 
cartoon of Mr. Heston, that merciless pen 
and pencil iconoclast. It is the one which 
appeared on the last page of THE TRUTH 
Sumxur of May 6, 1898. Pardon me if I 
set out the extracts from the holy (?) seript- 
ures upon which Brother Heston founds 
his splendid cartoon. 

From Jer. xxxii, 27, is taken: ‘‘ Behold, 
Iam the Lord, the God of all flesh: is 
there anything too hard for me?” 

From Judges i, 19, is taken this: ‘‘ And 
the Lord was with Judah; and he drave 
out the inhabitants of the mountain, but 
could not drive out the inhabitants of the 
plain, because they had chariots of iron.” 

To my mind there is but one explana- 
tion for such a startling contradiction as 
this, outside of that stale explanation so 
frequently given by Christians, ‘‘ With 
God all things are possible.” I see in this 
striking parallel only one more confirma- 
tion of the view I hav long held about the 
Old Testament. I think that it is simply 
a record of the development of the Jewish 
nation, in matters spiritual as well as in 
those temporal. It is a well-known 
principle,. or fact, that nations in their 
earliest stages of development hold very 
crude and simple ideas about religion. 

. Ignorance and religion go hand in hand. 
Educate a man and he loses all taste for 
religion. Now, the Israelites, in common 
with other peoples, thought of God inan 
anthropomorphic way ; that is to say, they 
thought of him as having the form of a 
human being as well as human attributes. 
The Jehovah, or Jahveh, of the fore part 
of the Old Testament, possesses all, or 
nearly al, of the passions that ran riot in 
the breasts of the worst of men. He was 
revengeful, lustful (see Gen. vi, 2—‘‘ Like 
father, like son”), bloodthirsty, deceit- 
ful, and so on. Besides these mental 
characteristics which be possessed in com- 
mon with the children of his own creation, 
he possessed the power of locomotion, 
the power of wielding a sword, of shoot- 
ing arrows, and other powers which were 
doubtless frequently exercised by the 
fierce and warlike Hebrew nation.. At 
the time this verse in Judges was written 
the Hebrews were in that early stage of 
progress in religious matters, and thought 
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all the planets or worlds which are circu- | that God, being so much like unto a hu- 


man being in other respects, must nec- 
essarily hav some limit to his power; 
hence it is said that chariots of iron pre- 
vailed against a man who had God on his 
side. However, after the Hebrews had 
become a great nation, had acquired vast 
territory and wealth, had mingled with 
other nations and absorbed their ideas 
about religion and about God among 
other things, their notion of God became 
broader and more spiritual, and we see 
this bombastic sentence penned by one of 
these latter day religionists among the 
Old Testament Hebrews: ‘‘ Behold, Iam 
the Lord, the God of all flesh: is there 
anything too hard for me?” Verily, their 
God has grown wonderfully. From a 
poor, weak, manlike deity, who was afraid 
of chariots of iron, he branches out into 
a majestic God, who can put this power- 
displaying question, ‘‘Is there anything 
too hard for me?” to mortals. Keep on 
becoming more spiritualized and attenu- 
ated, thou ancient Jewish bugaboo of the 
sky, and mayhap at no distant day thine 
image will barely rise above man’s mental 
horizon like ‘‘a cloud the size of a man’s 
hand,” the last vestige of an exhausted 
storm. 

A significant fact in this history of the 
Hebrew race, which shows that they rose 
like other nations and in the same manner 
fell, is that they, too, fabricated a miracu- 
lous beginning for themselvs as a nation 
in order that the fair (?) pages of their 
history might not be sullied by a shame- 
ful tale of a lowly birth. When the Jews 
first crossed the Red sea they went 
through a shallow place in that sea which 
remains to this day. No mighty hand 
reached down from above and parted for 
them the great volume of water. No 
pillar of cloud went before them by day, 
nor did any pillar of fire greet their eager 
eyes in the night watches. Theirs was as 
weary and painful a march as ever a hu- 
man army was forced to make. But when 
they grew into a powerful nation, that 
reached out and overwhelmed and ab- 
sorbed surrounding nations; when their 
wealth was so immense that the magnificent 
Temple of Solomon was made possible; 
when they had grown in learning so much 
that they excelled among all the known 
nations of men for their literature, their 
art, and their wisdom; then they became 
ashamed of their humble beginning, even 
as did. the ancient Romans, and revised 
the account of the exodus and of their 
succeeding fortunes so as to make them 
harmonize with their lofty position among 
the kingdoms of theearth. They invented 
the tale about God parting the waters of 
the Red sea; about the pillarsof cloud and 
fire; about the miraculous feeding in the 
wilderness; about the wonderful wholesale 
clothing store which the almighty started 
up in the desert for their own especial 
benefit; and all the rest of that wonderful 
collection of stories too wild for us of the 
nineteenth century, who can look back 
from our position of vantage upon the 
history of the past and pick out the false 
from the true, to believe for one moment. 
It seems strange that anyone can discuss 
these miracles seriously, for never has the 
brain of man in its most disordered state 
conceived of more ridiculous, more stu- 
pendous events than follow close upon 
each other like the various scenes of a 
swift-moving panorama. 

But enough on this subject. In closing 
I want to add my feeble voice to the host 
of other voices more powerful that are 
urging on the victorious army of Free- 
thought to renewed successes. Hasten 
the day when all men will be educated to 
rely upon themselvs and cease to stretch 
their eyes toward heaven in vain attempts 
to catch a glimpse of a tender and merci- 
fal God. O that all men would learn 
that if there be a God at all in the heavens 
above us he has no eyes for mortals’ woes. 
Then we would all be striving toward the 
attainment of one grand end, that of 
making this world a splendid place to liv 
in. Then man would look about him con- 
stantly to try to discover what duty he 
owes to his fellow-man, without the 
slightest fear that he will fall short of his 
duty to a God whom hecan detect by none 
of his God-given (?) senses but whom he 
must accept solely on faith in what others 
hav said and written, others who were in. 


no better position to learn of God than 
himself. . 

With hearty good wishes for Brother 
Heston, along with the noble man at the 
head of THE TRUTH Srexes, and all others 
who are in the vanguard of the grand 
army of Freethought, I am, l 

Fraternally, Harry W. PATLIPS. 


A Letter to the Editor of a Prohibitiou 
Paper Which the Editor Wouldu’t 
Publish. 


Port Huron, Miom., Apr. 15, 1898. 

To tae EDITOR oF THE Beacon, Near 
Sir: I received your sample copy, and 
you are well aware that I am opposed to 
your Prohibition ideas, for the reason 
that the church creeds are the cause of all 
this misery which you are so vehemently 
trying to obliterate. I do not question 
your honesty in this matter, and hope you 
will extend the same sympathy to me. I 
acknowledge a power (that no man can 
comprehend) that is forcing humanity on- 
ward to a higher state than we now enjoy. 
I am no saloonkeeper, as you once stated, 
but an attorney-at-law—a temperance man 
from head to foot, and an Infidel at that. 
I like the taste of liquor better than 
new milk, could not use it as a beverage 
without becoming a common drunkard. 
Why is this so? Because the object of life 
is to build a pure body for another exist- 
ence; and every human creature das 
temptations of some kind placed aiong the 
path of life for the purpose of developing 
the will power, so that they can attain a 
higher sphere in the world we are journey- 
ing to. The teachings of the church are 
against the laws of. nature. It punishes 
the innocent that the guilty may escape 
the penalty of their own acts, and the 
result is that the criminal class is steadily 
increasing, hence the unknown power has 
called the saloon into use to kill off this 
class; therefore itis useless for you to try 
in any manner to set aside the worl ing of 
this law. I am willing to admit that it 
kills sixty thousand every year, but it 
never destroyed a man worthy to liv; and 
there is no escape from this conclusion, 
for the man who will not cultivate his will 
power, be a man amongst men, the law of 
nature says must go under the sod and 
make room for those who will exercise this 
faculty, which is a part of every human 
being. The suffering of women and chil- 
dren is to be deplored, but there is no 
sympathy in nature. Her command is, 
Obey my laws, or be punished. It is un- 
wise to attempt any modification of the 
edict. Man will only learn through suf- 
fering from his own mistakes and folly. 

I oppose the churches because they hav 
made the laws for the past seventy-five 
years and hav not been able to prevent 
the crime of murder in your state, but 
actually pay a premium to breed thieves, 
prostitutes, and feeble-minded children. 
The people who raise children who are a 
credit to themselvs and the state, are 
classed as trash, and the church is master 
of a show where rotten apples take the 
prize and sound ones are of no account. 
Mr. Thompson, you are a man of brain 
power, your father and mother were re- 
spectable people, and just ask yourself 
how much the state gave your parents 
toward the expense of educating, feeding, 
and clothing you until you arrived at the 
age of twenty-one years. I will answer 
the question for you—not one cent. Now, 
under the church law, if anyone has a boy 
who can be proved a thief the state will 
take him, feed him, educate him—fill his 
mind with the slush, ‘‘ Jesus paid it all,” 
“Seek the kingdom of heaven and all 
things shall- be given you ”—and at the 
age of twenty-one years he is given $5 
and a suit of clothes and sent into the 
world with polished manners and told to 
make his living. He finds all avenues 
closed, providing he tells where he came 
from. Bread must be had. Even church 
people will not employ him. The pious 
bank director would nearly faint away if 
he asked for a position in his moneyed in- 
stitution. And the result is, he becomes a 
thief or a gentlemanly burglar, while the 
church people hold up their hands and 
exclaim, ‘‘ Whisky caused his downfall.” 
Now, the liquor had no more to do with it 
than the beefsteak he ate for breakfast. 
The girls who are sent to the industrial 
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school are on the same plane and are 
forced to liv a life of shame, for they find 
out that the sky-pilots hav told them false- 
hoods, and not beiug able to liv until they 
can overcome it, they go down to degrada- 
tion as the fruit of church steeples! 

The Prohibition church is trying to get 
control of the government by denouncing 
the liquor traffic, and the Catholics are on 
the same track, but are more dangerous, 
as they hay double the money of the 
Protestants and threaten to destroy the 
nation by establishing parochial schools, 
which means destruction to our public 
system of education, as the two cannot 
exist together. . 

There is a remedy for all of this evil, 
and I ask that you advocate it in your pa- 
per, as it will accomplish just what you are 
working for, and in fifty years there will 
be no liquor used as a beverage, no 
saloons, no children crying for bread 
over the brutality of a drunken wretch 
who has been married by the church 
to`the fairest flower on this planet, 
a maiden; and you must admit the 
treatment I advocate will accomplish all 
that you are working for, providing you 
hay the moral courage to publish this 
letter. Dare you do it? This remedy 
will destroy all priests, preachers, 
churches, jails, prisons, and gibbets and 
electric chairs for murdering the human 
family. All would be obsolete in seventy- 
five years trom the time it was put in force. 
The remedy is in accordance with nature’s 
law. And it is to simply castrate all 
criminals who are sent to the state prison 
within twenty-fours after their arrival at 
that institution, and after they hav served 
six months.allow the officers of the prison 
to discharge them; and in no case keep 
them over one year. This kind of treat- 
ment will breed a new set of human beings 
in seventy-five years. An honest man 
will hav something to liv for. Happiness, 
peace, and prosperity will be in the 
ascendency. The crime of murder will be 
known no more. And it will solve a thou- 
sand problems that afflict humanity at this 
date. You may ask, why has this not 
been done before? I will tell you. The 
king has always wanted soldiers, the 
priest wanted dupes, and both of these 
pests of the human family hav never had 
enough of these creatures to satisfy their 
selfishness. I know this is nature’s plan 
and the only way to get rid of the crim- 
inal class, as the black squirrel lays noth- 
ing up for the winter, hence must steal 
while the snow is on the ground, while the 
red squirrel provides for the winter, has 
plenty to eat, and when himself and mate 
catch the black thief stealing their stores 
they do not kill him, but nature tells these 
little animals what to do and they simply 
castrate him with their sharp teeth and let 
him go as a walking monument of his own 
disgrace. The result is, hardly a black 
squirrel in the state of Ohio. The sad 
spectacle of ten thousand Christians 
around an elevated platform torturing a 
human being to death with red-hot irons, 
then burning his body, will be known no 
more when criminals are treated as nature 
demands. 

Now, if you wish me to take your paper, 
giv this letter a place in your columns, 
which will prove that you will do as you 
state, ‘‘ discuss all live questions,” and I 
will send you four years’ subscription, and 
your paper will be a live one. I would 
ask that you send acopy of the paper to a 
man by the name of Leonard, who is 
scattering seeds of misery through the 
state of Ohio and does not know what he 
is doing —imagins it is a great good to tell 
how an innocent man was killed so that a 
lot of rascals might liv forever. The time 
must come when he will acknowledge the 
foolishness of his present work. Chris- 
tianity is a fraud, as it punishes the wrong 
party, worships yellow dirt, is the essence 
of selfishness, prevents the progress of the 
human family, and refuses to stop breed- 
ing criminals, and will style the writer of 
tbis letter a crank. I hav told them the 
truth, and it will never perish; and they 
will hav to stop their work, and pass on as 
other swindlers and frauds hav done be- 
fore them. Now, with kind feelings to all, 
and hoping you will publish my letter, I 
remain, f 

Yonr obedient servant and well-wisher, 

Wu. E. LEONARD, 
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@hildren’s Corner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wrxon, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communica- 
tions for this Corner should be sent. 


“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night js beginning to lower, 
ause in the day’s occupations 
Comes is nown a8 the ildren’s Hour.” 


May. 


Smiling sweet, all hearts addressing 

By thy joyons, gy caressing; 

Never mournful, ne’er depressing, 

Filled with fresh and fragrant blessing, 
Bonnie, blithesome May. 


Gay sunshine gilds the vale and hill, 

And glistens on the dancing rill, 

While hyacinth and daffodil 

The wholesome air with sweetness fill, 
Bonnie, blithesome May. 


Blue violets to life are stirred 

At Nature’s low, commanding word; 

And we, with blossom, bee, and bird, 

To thee all love and praise accord, 
Bonnie, blithesome May. 


DON 
A Present Instance. 


The evergreens met in council, 
And the tulips heard them say, 
“ There must be a Sunday closing, 
They would desecrate the day.” 


But the flowers in orient mantles 
Got leave of the queen of May, 

And opened toward heaven on Sunday, 
Whoever might say them nay. 


L. 8. G. 


~~ 


- Legend.—Continued. 


“And buried, gentle Tyrrel?” said 
Richard III. of the murdered infants in 
the Tower. 

‘¢ Brother Seth,” said Jane, ‘‘ the poor 
might as well be buried. The church of 
Christ is supposed to be kind and self- 
denying, although they trample on the 
poor, corrupting their food, that they may 
liy in luxury. Christians wish to teach 
the Sandwich islanders the thieving prac- 
tice of adulterating—or, as they call it, of 
refining—sugar. Church-members who 
liv in palacessend horrible plates of scraps 
to the poor, causing Intidels who meet 
them to exclaim: ‘Is that dish going to 
the cow? The poor animal will refuse it, 
I know.’” 

“O Jesus, how I love thee !” 

Ella Wilton came in as pale as death, say- 
ing: ‘‘A society of ladies hav lowered my 
prices to nothing for the most elegant 
work, and are now talking of establishing 
the deadly, tyrannical factory, when we 
will be able to get eight cents for making 
a shirt. 

‘* Those Christian ladies who wish to vote 
and hold office belong to grand societies, 
and hay no platform in which they can 
show how they regard the great line of 
Terence commencing with ‘Homo sum.’” 

‘ Nothing which concerns the human 
race is a matter of indifference to me,”’ 
said Seth. ‘‘No enterprise should be en- 
gaged in without a glance at the interests 
of the most lowly human being. Nothing 
should be overlooked in their platform 
that would raise the fallen or encourage 
the industrious. 

‘The remark ata business meeting, that 
our great Constitution could be ignored by 
Congress, should arouse the indignation of 
religious women, who, if they possess the 
wisdom of great and good statesmen, 
would never sacrifice great interests for 
small and doubtful advantages—like tear. 
ing down a building to obtain a picture in 
the third story. 

“Do statesmen,” said Seth, ‘‘ pretend 
to keep up asylums, having everything in 
beautiful order, while the inmates are 
starving and; though aged, are brutally 
insulted by wealthy women because their 
dress is poor and wretched? 

‘ The good interpolations found in the 
Bible arc not noticed by Christians. Self- 
ishness is not holy kindness. A proud 
look at the communion, a lying tongue, 
gluttony, and stinginess, these do not, I 
hope, belong to the church of Christ. 
Will that reform the world? On the con- 
trary, the world reforms the church. A 
lady immensely wealthy carried a picture, 
prilliant and gaudy, to a wretchedly poor 
woman, sending her also five cents’ 
worth of rancid and stale provisions (true). 
Another, or rather a church, allowed a 
poor woman, eighty years of age, fifty 
cents a year, while the wrath of the very 


elements thundered forth their accusations, 
explosions and cyclones, destroying their 
‘golden streets,’ their ‘disgusting lux- 
uries.’ 

“Lastly. Blessed are the professors, who 
refuse to devour locusts stewed together 
with terrapin, who declare that there is 
no thought without heat, or the com- 
bustion of phosphorus, which do not 
conduct us to a future state. 

‘ Blessed, also, are atoms which are not 
the gate of death to the human system. 

‘* Diseased substances may be the habitat 
of bacteria. but it is the atom, not the in- 
sect, which poisons us.” 

Seth was murmuring from ‘‘ Measure 
for Measure:” 

** And those eyes, the break of day, 

Lights which do mislead the morn.” 
ALHAZA, 
Lexington, Ky., April 29, 1893. 
—— 


Correspondence. 


Cromwett, IA., May 17, 1893. 
Drar Miss Wrox: I thought I would 
write tothe Corner for the first time. I 
am thirteen years old. I go to school in 
the winter and help on the farm in the 


summer. There are not many Freethink- 
ers around here. Most of the people are 
religious. I hav two sisters and one 


brether, who are all Freethinkers. If 
this escapes the wastebasket I will try and 
write again, Yours truly, 
CHARLIE H. MOORE. 
QILLESPIÆEVILLE, O., May 12, 1893. 
«Drar Miss Wrxon: This is my first 
letter to the Corner. I went to school 
every day for eight months. I got a prize 
for it, and also I got one for head marks. 
I am eight years old the 26th of this 
month. 
I got the first prize for spelling. 
My sister and brother and I are the 
only Liberals in the school. 
I am your little Liberal friend, 
GEnervinve ERMINIE RYDER. 


Crntrat Pornt, ORE., May 3, 1898. 

My Dear Miss Wrxon: This is my first 
letter to the Corner. 

I am fifteen years old, and am staying 
with my brother, who takes Tue TRUTH 
SEEKER, and we look forward with great 
pleasure for the coming of it each week. 
There are several TRUTH SERKERS that 
come to Central Point. 

I like to read Colonel Ingersoll’s lect- 
ures, and also Bennett’s works. 

We are having beautiful weather. All 
the trees are in full bloom. 

Well, as this is my first letter, and I am 
afraid it will go in the wastebasket, I will 
close. Yours sincerely, BELLE HALL. 


GILLESPIEVILLE, O., May 12, 1898. 

Drar Miss Wrixon: This is my first at- 
tempt to write to the Corner. Iam ten 
years old. I study all the common 
branches. I went every day to school for 
eight months, and gota prize for it, and 
one also for spelling in the A class. I like 
to go to school. We had Mr. Charles- 
worth to lecture for us last fall. I liked 
both of the lectures very much, but I 
liked the firstone best. We expect to hav 
him again in June. I like to read the 
Corner. Some of the neighbors call me a 
“little Infidel devil.” I wrote a little 
poem, which I will send you: 
** Pinkie winkie porlie bell,” 

Don’t you wish there was a hell? 

That’s where you would like to go, 

Then you’d wish for a little snow. 


When you’d jump in the burning lake, 

Then you’d burn to a little flake; 

Then you’d wish you were out here 

Where the snow’s on half the year. 
Your little Freethinker, 


Maup E. Crypzr. 


MINNEAPOLTS, MINN., Apr. 26, 1898. 

Dear Miss Wrxon: I heard about you 
from papa. He said I should write a let- 
ter for the Children’s Coriier. I am ten 
years old and hav two sisters, one eight 
and one four years old. Papa takes THE 
TRUTH. SEEKER, Investigator, Secular 
Thought, and the Freethinker’s Maga- 
zine. We havthe ‘‘ Freethinker’s Pictorial 
Text-Book ” and ‘‘ Old Testament Stories 
Comically Illustrated.” I like Tus TRUTH 
Seeger. Papa does not care tò hav us 
read the Bible. We came to Minneapolis 
because papa had the rheumatism. Now 
weare going back to our own home in 
Vaneouver, B. C. Mamma was the first 
corresponding secretary of the Vancouver 
Freethought Society. I like Vancouver 
better than Minneapolis. My teacher 
here said we were wicked people, because 
we did not read the Bible. I send best 
wishes to you and all friends. 

Your friend, Sus Cox. 


[We would like to hear from Susie again 
when she gets to Vancouver.—Ep. C, C.] 


CALISTOGA, CAL., May 6, 1898. 

Drar Miss Wrxon: It has been such a 
very long time since I last wrote to you 
that no doubt you hav forgotten that such 
a person as I ever existed. I do exist, 
however, as you now see. 

I thank you very, very much for the 
lovely letter that you wrote to me last year. 
I was so glad to get it, and I hope that if 
you can spare the time you will write 
again. Your letters will always be appre- 
ciated, I assure you. I presume that 


your time is pretty well occupied though, is |, 


it not, with your various duties? 

To-day has been dreadfully hot—the 
hottest day this year, so far; and this 
morning the north wind was blowing quite 
a gale; so you may imagin what an un- 
pleasent day this has been. 

A lady medium visited Calistoga for a 
couple of days this week and a number of 
Calistoga people went to see her. My 
sister and brother also went and she told 
them ever so many things that weren’t so. 

She told Arthur (my brother) that he 
was very religiousin his mother’s presence 
and that he was a gambler. The idea! 
She also told Arthur that the spirit with 
whom she conversed: was his (Arthur’s) 
father’s. Such a thing to say, for papa is 
not dead. : 

Do you believe there is anything in 
Spiritualism? This lady Spiritualist was 
not of much account evidently. 

Our school has vacation for the next two 
weeks. School closed yesterday. I hav 
not been attending for the past two weeks 
on account of a bad cold. 

Shall you go to the World’s Fair, Miss 
Wixon? I am not going, and hav no 
curiosity to go either. 

We hav a very cute pug-dog now. He 
is pure white and he has such a funny 
curly tai. His name is Zuefel. It is 
a German name, and means the “‘ devil.” 
Do you know the correct pronunciation of 
the word? Is notthe ¢ sounded like @ 
and the flike v? I think that is correct, 
but I’m not certain. 

Our flower garden is lovely now, we hav 
so many lovely flowers, especially roses. 
Are you not fond of them? 

The strawberry patch is looking finely 
too. There are any number of green 
berries in it and quite a few ripe ones. 

I hav a vegetable garden this year, and 
so far it is very good. I expect some 
plants soon which I sent for for it—some 
cauliflower and celery anA a little cabbage. 
I expect the plants will arrive by this 
evening’s express. 

I had company this evening and after it 
had gone I sat me down to write to you. 
I hay been so very neglectful. Please 
forgiv me, won’t you? 

apa has gone to town this evening to 
attend the Farmers’ Alliance, of which he 
is president. 

I wrote you a great long letter several 
weeks ago and then neglected to mail it. 
I hav it yet; so if you want me to, I'll send 
it to you, even if it is stale. 

Well, I will close now. It is quite time, 
I think, for me to tumble into bed, for it 
is now half-past twelve. 

You need not print this letter, Miss 
Wixon, unless you really wish to, as I am 
not at all particular. 

With much love to you, I am, 

Affectionately your friend, 
Lora GRIGSBY. 


[The editor of the Corner is quite busy, 
and has little time for friendly correspond- 
ence. ` She is always pleased to hear from 


her friends, and among them she counts 
Lola.—Ep. C. C.] 


GOLD. SILVER. 


MINES AND STOCKS. 


CHAS. F. BLACKBURN 
Mining Geologist, Seattle, Wash. 


Special attention given to the expert examina- 
tion of mineral properties in the United States 
and British Columbia. 


MINES BOUGHT AND SOLD. 


Precious Metal Mines a Specialty. Can 
furnish any kind of mineral propert —Platinum, 
Gold, Silver, Quicksilver, Nickel, Copper, Lead, 
Antimony, Iron, Manganese, Mica, and oal. Also 


Slate, Granit, Limestone, and Sandstone quarries. 
RIC}! GOLD AND SILVER MINES FOR SALE. 


Rare bargains in gold quartz, gold placers, and 
kold-silver galena mines in Kootenay and Cari- 

oo districts, British Columbia. Only a few 
hundred dollars will buy valuable mining inter- 
ests, a bonanza for a few thousand. Correspond- 
ence solicited; sampling, assays and mill tests; 
all work strictly scientific; investments carefully 
placed; bargains guaranteed; twenty years’ 
mining and geological experience. 


MILLIONS IN THE MOUNTAINS ! 
METAL. MINERAL, 


8mol4 


kd 


LITTLE FREETHINKER. 


Friends, please try our LITTLE FREE- 
THINKER, the only paper published for tha 
young free from superstition, t0 cents a year. I 
will send it and Foote’s Health Monthly for 50 
cents; or it and “ Little Lessons ” for %5.cents;. or 
ind Tar TRUTH SEEKER for 43. Address 


RR ELMINA D. SLENKER, Snowville, Va. 


SUSAN WIXON’S BOOKS, 


All in a Lifetime. A Liberal Romance. 
12mo, 300 pp., $1. : 
Apples of Gold. And Other Stories for 
oys and Girls. 12mo, 888 pp., $1.25. 


The Story Hour. An Exceptionally Hand- 
some and Interesting Book, Without Supersti- 
tion, for Children and Youth. The Only Free- 
thinkers’ Children’s, Story-book ever issued. 
66 full-page illustrations and 25 smaller; large 
type, heavy, toned paper, broad margins, illus- 
trated covers; 4to, 224 pp., boards, $1. 


Address, THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


Superstition in All Ages, 


. BY JBAN MBESLIBR, 


A French 
Catholics 


Christiane Ẹ 
ityand Exe 
posed the 
Falseness |% 
af that Re- 
ligion and 
the object 
of 


eloth, $7, 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, . 


Self-Contradictions of the Bible. 


lad 
Moral, Theological, Historical, and Speculative 
Propositions. 
Dyica, v e ° - =- cents 


AN OUTLINE OF THE 


FRENCH REVOLUTION, 


Its Causes and Results. 
By W. S. BELL. Paper, 12mo, 25 cts. 


Paine Vinaicatea 


Reply to New York server, 
By R. C. INGEXNSOLL, 
With “A ROMAN CATHOLIO OANARD.” 
Price, id cents. 


The passages unfit fur family reading. 
Paper, 36 cents: cloth, 50 cents. 


Spiritualism Sustained, 


FIVE LECTURES. 
Wy John R, Kelso, AM. 
12mo, cloth, $1.00. 


Essay on iiracles. 
' By DAVID HUME, 
Price > = - s AG oni 
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Just Out.—25 Cents.—Five Copies for $1. 


A Liberal living in Michigan said once that he would give $25 & 
year to have the Orimes of Preachers recorded, as the frequent lapses 
of virtue of the ministers showed how little value Christianity 
possesses to make men moral, R 

We have just issued the Fourth Edition of the book doing this. 
The additions for. this new edition of the 


‘í Crimes of Preachers ”’ 


shows nearly 400 cases of ministerial conduct. While those in pre- 
vious editions show that within a tew years about 


1300 MINISTERS HAVE BEEN GUILTY 


of one kind or another of criminal conduct. Most of the crimes 
are against women, for the fair sex are at once the weakness and 
the strength of the church—‘the church” meaning of course the 


olergy. ‘ 

. Notwithstanding the many additional pages. we have kept the § 
price the same, 25 cents. send for a copy, and confound the church- 
men. Show them just what sors of ssamps are the clergy who have k 
closed the World’s Fair on Sunday. because it is so holy a day that to look upon machinery or 
paintings in this period is “immoral.” : 

dress THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


BOOKS 


SALADIN 


(W. BTEWART ROSS), 


Editor of the 


ONDON AGNOSTIC JOURNALS 


GOD AND HIS BOOK: eae 
i Colonel Ingersoll wrote tothe author: “ You have earned the 
tigate eal whe road this book It isa work of vagt researc vor sound criticism, of caustic 
humor, of sledgehammer vehemence, of scathing satire, of pathos and eloguence. is one of 
the heaviest iconoclastic broadsides ever fired at the Jewish God and the Bible. 
Cloth, gold letters, $1.25. 


WOMAN: HER GLORY, HER SHAME, AND HER GOD. 


. Arc! Farrar gaid that * Christianity elevated the woman; it shrouded 
a8 wit a hale eoon the tender years of the child.” The object of Saladin’s york 
is to show the archdeacon his error, and he has succeeded. An English writer said of it: 
“This certainly is one of the most marvelous books ever issued from the press. The authori- 
ties cited are unquestionable. and the result is convincing. ~a 

In two volumes, cloth, gilt-lettered, $2.50. 


JANET SMITH: A PROMISCUOUS ESSAY ON WOMAN. 


This is one of the most delightful of Saladin’s books, ý disieotion of woman, ‘with inci- 
dental tearing apart of man—caustic, sarcastic yet philosophical withal, and permeated with 
a tender reverence tor woman and exalted opinion of what she is and should be. merciless 
satire upon certain of the conventional foibles of the day. full of facts, fancies, truths, rare 
touches of genius, and bursts of elogaence. Most of the satirical shafts aimed at the woman 
go past her and stick in the man behind her, and it serves him about right. 

Cloth, uncut edges, gilt top, #1. 


CHRISTIANITY AND THE SLAVE TRADE. ® 


A condensation of the known facts upon this subject, proving that Christianity did not 
abolish but aided this infamous traffic in human beings. To which are added such comments 
as only Saladin can make. In paper, 30 cents. 


THE TRANSITION. 
A ideration of the antagonism of the Bible and science, and of the question whether 
the veiled or allegorical portions of the Christian Bible can be interpreted by modern science. 
n paper, 20 cents. 


ROSES AND RUE. 


Being Random Notes and Sketches. Some of its subjects are: A Last Interview with a 
Man of Genius; An Essay on Stirpiculture; Asceticism and Superstition; Capital Punishment; 
Poverty; Godin the Constitution; Bruno; Gods; Witchcraft, etc. This may be called Sala- 
din’s own book, for it is poetry in prose, and is one of the books that lovers of strong literature 
like to read again and again. In cloth, gold- and silver-lettered, $1.50. 


LAYS OF ROMANCE. 


This book reminds one of Sir Walter Scott, being romantic. historic verse, aglow in every 
page with the energy of a true and high poetic genius. 
Cloth, gold-lettered, 75 cents. 


ISAURE and OTHER POEMS. 
titl is a story of intense passion, touchingly told. The other twenty poems 
are froske fragrant, thought? and every verse reveals the thinker, observer, and reformer. 
Every page glows with passion and throbs with lite. 
- Cloth, gold-lettered, 75 cents. 


A FEARFUL FLOGGING. 


By one who endured it. Based upon a manuscript in the possession of Baladin 
Tn paper, 10 cents. 


THE AGONIES OF HANGING. 


Studies in Psychology.. By one who was cut down from the gallows. Printed from mant- 
scriptin the hands of Saladin. In paper, 10 cents. 


WHIRLWIND SOWN and REAPED. 
ical cri d villainy founded on fact. Of this book the Open Court 
said: & wigs eoa] oi gerion onmo an same, or more, interest than Helen Gardener’s story, * Is 
This Your Son, My Lord?’” In paper, 25 cents. . 


THE CONFESSIONAL. 


ing an exposure of that infamous religious rite. Contents: Licentiousness of the Pre- 
Reformation Church; Lechery of the Confessional; The Priest in Absolution; Confessions of 
the Escaped Nun; Extracts from Dens and Liguori; Examination ot the Church’s Claim to 
have Fostered Learning; Her Atte: pts at Continency, even more Ruinous than Her Self- 
Indulgence; The Relative Criminal Statistics of Catholicism and Protestantism. ° 
fr paper, 25 cents. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER, 38 Lafayette Place, New York. J 


HAND-BOOK 


OF 


FREETHOUGHT. 


By W. S. BELL. 


For all af thera works sadrema 


Containing in condensed and systematized form a 
vast amount of evidence against the superstitious doc- 
A trines of Christianity. As a book of reference and aid 
ZANY a to all truth seekers it is invaluable. Its classitication 

das of subjects makes it a hand-book. As Ingersoll said of 
Paine’s “Age of Reason,” it enables somebody in every village to ‘‘corner the parson.” Its wide 


i i ts between Christianity and Freethought. Price, 
ee of subjects include all the disputed points on a Chet fy an THEE SEEKER, 


. 


warrn 


REDUCTION IN PRIGE OF A GREAT BOOK, 


With the eighth edition of 
Winwood Reade’s ‘‘ Martyre 
dom of Man,” the cost of 
production has been lese 
i i sened so that we can reduce 
the price from $1.75 to 


$1.00. 


The book has had a phenomenal sale for so heretical a work, second only to Helen Gardener'S 


* Men, Women, and Gods,” and we give our readers the pecuniary 


enefit of it. The 


“MARTYRDOM OF MAN” 


Is a very interestingly pictured synopsis of universal history, showing what the race has undergone 
—its martyrdom—in its rise to its present plane. Itshows how War and Religion have been oppres= 
sive factors in man’s struggle for Liberty, and the last chapter, of some 150 pages, describes 
intellectual struggle from the animal period of the earth to the present, adding an outline of what 
the author conceives would be a retigion or reason and love. The chapters are: 
Egypt, Western Asia, the Persia :s, the Greeks, the Macedonians, Alexandria, the 
W AR a Pheniciuns, Carthage and Rome, Roman Africa, the Arabs. 


The Natural History of Religion, the Israelites, the Jews, the Prophets, 
RE LIGION . character of Jesus, the Christians, Arabia, Mecca, Character of Moham. 


med, Description of Africa. the Mo 


rg Cc . 
ammedans in Ventral Africa. 


Ancient Europe, Invasion of the Germans, the Castle, the Town, the 
LI BERT i Church, Venice, Arab Spain, the Portuguese, Discoverers, the Slave Trade, 
* Abolition in Europe, Abolition in America. Materials of Human History. 


INTELLEC 


® Prico reduced from $1.75 to $1.00. 


Animal Period of the Earth, Origin of Man, and Early History, 
Summary of Universal History, The 
Religion of Reason and Love. 


utura of the Human Race, The 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


28 Lafayette place, New York. 


Truth Seeker Library. 


Published Monthly at $8 per Year. 
f Issues oF 1891.—$3. 


nam 
The Hig! 
ligi 


IssvEs oF 1892.—$3. 
Infidel Death-Beds. G. W. Foote............. 


Rights of Man. 
ted 


PEET E ET rer 40 

Was Christ Crucified? Austin Bierbower.... 10 
ulpit, Pew, and Cradle. Helen H. Gar- 

CONER:. . avississseisacinth acleeroe ces 10 

Bible Morals. John fi Remeburg 25 

Awful Disclosures of Maria Mon 50 

Pocket Theology. Voltaire............. 00.006 25 
Why Don’t God Kili the Dev: Bab- 

1 COCK,. oona. ne ssteteeseestacees peseee prinsar 10 
Liberty in Literature. Testimonial to 
t itman, with Funeral Address. 

__ By Col. Robert G. Ingersoll.............. 25 
Six Lectures on Astronomy. Richard A. 

TOCGOL.....cccercnsnccccceccccetesccccece 15 
Candie From Under the Bushel. Wm. A. 

40 

80 

10 


IssvEs or 1893.—$3. 
Thomas Paine Vindicated. Col. Robert 
G.Ingersoll............0cssccssesscccnecce 15 


The Creation of 


50 
25 
40 
50 
25 
THE ‘fRuTH SEEKER............ 0.2... 15 
Abraham Lincoln: Was He a Christian? 
John E. Remsburg............... 0000005 50 


During the year other standard Freethought 
works willbe published and sent to subscribers 
as they appear. 

Yearly subscribers at $3 receive all the numbers 
published in one year. In ordering please say 
which year is desired. . 

Single numbers sold at prices quoted. 

THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Place. New York. 
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CHRIST «© = = 
—-ace-— CRUCIFIED? 


By AUSTIN BIERBOWER. 
A judicial consideration of the question,and the 


decision against tho scriptures and the Christian 
tradition. Price, 10 cents. Address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Pro anu Gon oT 


Supernatural Religion, 


Good Books for Liberally In. 


clined People. 


i The Last Tenet Umposed upon the Khan o. 


Tomathoz. By Hudor Genone, author 
of “ Inquirendo Island.” Copiously illustrated 
with original drawings by Louis M. Glackens. 
12mo, 165 pages; cloth, $1.25; paper, 50c. 
Inquirendo Island. A novel. By Hudor 
Genone. 12mo, 853 pages; cloth, $1; paper, 
50c. “This book is to me a delightful sur- 
prige. In my judgment it is a stronger piece of 
ction than Edward Bellamy’s ‘ Looking Back- 
ward,’ which at times it reminds one of. Itisa 
merciless exposure of Pharisaism and hypoc- 
risy, which is so prevalent in fashionable Chris- 
tianity of to-day. It isa Fo0d book, and while 
it will offend many, should be read by all.”— 
(The Arena. 


Lecture on the Bible. By Rev. Charles 
Voysey, pastor of the Theistic church of Lon- 
don, with a new introduction by Rev. Herbert 
Taft Root. Paper, 87 pages; 20c. 

God in the Constitution. By Arthur B. 
Bradford. Paper, 18mo, 18 pages; 10c. 


Evolution in its Relations to Evangelical 


Religion, By B. F. Underwood. Paper, 
Amo; 21 pages; 5c. 


The Change of Front of the Universe. 
By Minot J. Savage. Paper, 31 pages, 10c. 

A Study of Primitive Christianity. By 
Lewis G. Janes. Cloth, octavo, gilt top, uncut 
edges, 319 pages; $1.25. "Dr. Janes is evidently 
a thorough scholar, and one cannot fail to be 
impressed with the care, the honesty, the faith- 
fulness, the impartiality, the love of truth, the 
conservatism exhibited throughout this admi- 
rable volume.”—{Popular Science Monthly. 


What Can Ethics Do For Us? By 
Wiliam Mackintire Salter. Paper, 12mo, $2 
pages, 10c. 


Freedom of Thought and of Speech. By 
William Mackintire Salter. Paper, 12mo, 29 
pages, 10c. 


The Morals of Christ. A comparison 
with the contemporancous systems of] Mosaic, 
Pharisaic, and Græco-Roman ethics. By Austin 
Bierbower. _ Paper, 16mo, 200 pages, 50c.; cloth, 

1. “Mr. Bierbower has carefully analyzed the 
old-world ethical systems, which chiefly con- 
cern the modern civilized world, and in this 
book he has so classified the elements revealed 
by that analysts as to give them a high scien- 
tific value. is book is almost as systematic as 


a treatise upon one of the exact sciences, and 
stands in fine contrast to the rambling, ethical 
discussion of which we hear so much and which 
leads us nowhere.”—[Chicago Daily News. 


iberty and Life. Seventeen discourses 
on the applications of scientific truth to morals 
and religion. By E. P. Powell. 12mo, 208 pages; 
cloth, $1; paper, 50c. “Strong, even bold, 
essays on ethical and religious subjects. They 
are the work of a man of vigorous intellect, who 
has studied the doctrine of evolution long and 
carefully, and has not found it necessary to 
abandon all his old reverences. The discourses 
are {ull of interest to the casual reader by rea- 
son of their fund of anecdote and biographical 
citation, and to the seeker for religious and 
moral truth they offer many helps.”—(Literary 
orld. 


Evolution and Christianity. A Study. 
By J. ©. F. Grumbine. Cloth, square i8mo, 
75 pages, 30c. “Mr. Grumbine’s statements are 
sound and well ait His book is the fruit of 
wide reading and investigation. It is a helpful 
one.is thoroughly interesting reading, and. its 
presentation of the relation between evolution 
and Christianity includes much valuable 
thought.”—[Buffalo Express. 

Lessons From the World of Matter and 
the World of Man. By Theodore Parker. 
Selected from notes of unpublished sermons by 
Rufus Leighton. 12mo, 430 pages; cloth, $1.25; 
paper, 50c. 
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A LIBERAL STORY, 
By Mra E. J. Bann. Price, 25eents. 
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THE HOLY (HOSS SERIES | Gomes off Fhoughe. 


The Popes and Their Doings. Biograph- 
ical sketches of the most noted of these vicars 
of Christ and vicegerents of God, showing what 
they have done, and what kind of men they were. 
It contains very plain statements, in very un- 
varnished language, and the unmasking Is com- 

lete,, proving | them to have been cruel, in- 
riguing. and licentious men. Considering the 
rapid growth of Catholicism in this country, 
this book cannot be too widely disseminated. 
Price, paper, 50 centa; cloth, 75 cents. 

The Awful Disclosures of Maria Monk, 
as exhibited in a narrative of her sufferings dur- 
ine her residence of five years as a novice, and 
two years as_a black nun, in the Hotel Dien 
Nunnery, at Montreal. Perhaps not any anti- 
Catholic book ‘published has created more ex- 
citemert, and had such a circulation as this 
work. To counteract its effects the Catholics 
circulated a story that Maria Monk was “no 
better than she should be,” but investigation 
Gisclosed that her “child of shame” was none 
other than the child of her priest-seducer. 

- Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth 75 cents. 

Auricular Confession and Popish Nun- 
neries.. By Wm. Hogan, for twenty-five 
years a confessing priest. A revelation of the 

centious practices of the priests and nuns in 
these religious brothels. There is no question 
that Ex-priest Hogan knew the truth of the 
tales of vice, seduction, and infanticide he gives 
in this volume, and equally there is no question 
that if the people generally knew of them, Ca- 
tholicism would not be given the vast amounts 
of money now allowed it by our various citv 
governments. Price. paper, 50 cents, cloth, 75 


cents. 

The Priest in Absolution. A Review of 
the system of auricular confession, including 
copious extracts from the ‘‘ Confessional Un- 
masked,” from the “Master Key to Popery,” 
etc. The work is a protest against and an appeal 
to every American citizen to examine carefully 
and thoughtfully a religious system so invasive 
of privacy, so powerful for evil in licentions 
hands, so fraught with danger to female mod- 
esty, to the ingenuons openness of youth, 
and to the freedom of thought, speech, and 

“action. Price. paper, 25 cents. 

Priestly Celibacy Exposed A lecture by 
the Rey. Geo. Townsend Fox, of Durham, Eng- 
land. Revised American edition, showing the 
result in parishes of the Roman decree that 
priests shall not mary. Price, paper, 15 cents. 

Sister Lucy and Her Awful Disclosures 
Respecting New Hall Convent, Bore- 
ham, Essex, England, Showing that convents 
are inimical to chastity, virtue, and freedom. 
Price, paper, 10 cents. 
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L. K. Washburn’s Works, 


Sunday and the Sabbath. ‘‘A law regu- 
lating human conduct on the Sabbath is an im- 
pertinence.” Price. 10 cents. 


The False Teaching of the Christian 
Church. ‘The Thirty-nine Articles of 


the Christian church are thirty-nine poor. 
broken-down opinions.” Price, 10 cents. 


The Foolishness of Prayer. ‘‘ Think of 
aminister’s praying God to kill grasshoppers, 
or trying to induce the Deity to undertake a 
crusade of one against the Colorado beetle!’ 


Price, 10 cents. 
Followers of Jesus. Price, 10 cents. 


Spiritualism: Is It a Faith or a Fact? 


Price, 5 cents. 
Religious Problems. Price, 10 cents. 
Was Jesus Insane? Price, 10 cents. 


The Public Schools and the Catholic 
Chureh. Price, 5 cents. 


PULPIT, PEW, 
and CRADLE. 


By Helen H. Gardener. 
One of Her Brightest, Wittiest, 
Strongest Lectures Against 
the Bible. 
Every Woman Should Read It 
and 
Know Her Enemies and Her Friends. 
Price, 10cents. Address this office. 


Force and Matter; 


vy 
Principles of the Natural Order of the Uni- 


yerse, with a System of Morali-y 
Based Thereon. 


By Prorzsson LUDWIG BUCHNER, M.D. 


and 


$ 5 vus t ENTS ; 
Force and, Matter, The Fitness of Things in 
immortality of Matter, _ Nature (Teleology), 
Immortality of Foree, Man, ; 
infinity of Matter, Brain and Mind, 
Value of Matter, Thou 
Motion, Consciousness, 


Form, Seat of the Soul, 
Immutability of Natural Innate Ideas 

Laws, The Idea of God, 
Universality of Natural Personal Continuance, 

WS, Vital Force, 

‘The Heavens, _ The Soul of Brutes 
Periods of the Creation frea Will, 

of the Earth, Morality, 
Uriginal Generation, Concluding Observx 
Secular Generation, tions. 
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THOMAS PAINE; 
WAS HE JUNIUS? 


By W. H. BURR. 


Second edition, enlarged to 32 pages; with the 
best engraved likeness of Paine. Price, 10 cents. 
ddreas THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Priestly Celibacy Exposed, 


By Rev. G. T. Fox. M.A. 
Price, 15 cents. Address this office. 


BETTER to fall for right 
Than flourish by wrong. 
—Buddhist sacred writings (Soweda 
Sangrahaya). 


Berrer to fling away the world 
Than fail to do thy duty in it. 
—Ibid (Ta-chwang-yan-kinglun, ser- 
mon 44). 


Wuen the soul is ordered aright, 
The body will then be rightly ordered, 
—Ibid (Fo-sho-hing-tsan-king, v. 527). 


HELL is for fools; 

Heaven is for the wise. 

No man can damn another, 

Each man must save himself. 
—Ibid (Dhammapadda, v. 126, et al.). 


Dovsrts will exist ever in the mind; 
Yet ever, ay, ever, pursue the way of 
virine; 
Over the rugged path along the precipice, 
Pursue it in faith and truth. 
—Ibid (Siau-chi-kwan, sec. 3). 


To aid mankind, or any one man, 

This is infinit merit. 

There is no merit in babble, 

That babble about the heavens and the 
specters 

Hidden from man’s knowledge and vision. 
—Ibid (sútra of Forty-two sections, 

sec. 10). 


Tum masters of literature are universal 
explorers and adventurers. They do not 
deliberately beat about forever in a little 
creek or inlet and call that navigating 
the world.— Wm. Watson. 


Reason teaches us that the church onght 
to contribute to the expenses of the nation 
in proportion to its revenues, and that the 
body set apart to teach justice ought to 
begin by giving an example of it.— Vol- 
taire. 


Tue third claim which Professor Pear- 
son makes for science is the obvious one 
that its suggestiv discoveries afford means 
for the improvement of all the material 
conditions of human life. Many of the 
greatest practical triumphs of science in 
the present age hav flowed from discover- 
ies or observations which at the outset it 
was hard to link, even in imagination, with 
any important practical result. In the 
words of our author, ‘‘ The frog’s legs of 
Galvani and the Atlantic cable seem wide 
enough apart, but the former was the 
starting-point of the series of investiga- 
tions which ended in the latter.” In like 
manner, it is suggested, the recent dis- 
covery of Hertz, that the action of electro- 
magnetism is propagated in waves like 
light, and that light, as conjectured by 
Maxwell, is only a special phase of electro- 
magnetic action, may in a generation or 
two do more to revolutionize life than 
even the discovery of Galvani as developed 
in the electric telegraph.—Professor You- 
mans. 


One of the chief strongholds of those 
who ascribe the genesis and preservation 
of the world to an all-ruling and all- 
organizing creativ power, has been and 
still is the so-called fitness in Nature. 
Each flower that unfolds its many-colored 
petals; each gust of wind that chases away 
a cloud; each star that lightens the night; 
each leaf that flutters in the air; each 
wound that heals; each thing, each phe- 
nomenon of Nature; all these afford the 
teleologist or the seeker sfter fitness an 
opportunity of admiring the unfathomable 
wisdom of that Higher Power. Modern 
investigation and natural philosophy hav 
shaken themselvs tolerably free from 
these empty and superficial conceptions of 
design, which unfortunately still obtain 
in school and church to the detriment of 
truth and of science. If matter, as has 
been shown in our earlier chapters, cannot 
exist or be thought of without ‘force, 
motion, and form, it stands to reason that 
the genesis and destruction of individual 
forms, existences, and institutions of nat- 
ure are a necessary and obvious result and 
product of physical existence or of the 
interaction of natural forces., Not less 
obvious and indubitable must it appear 
that these natural forces, by their mutual 
willionfold reactions, must determin and 
limit each other, so that at length an ap- 
parent order and design must hav arisen, 
which if we look at it with human eyes and 
measure by the standard of human insti- 
tutions, without taking into consideration 
its original causes, must necessarily appear 
to hav been extrinsically called into being 
by a conscious reason ordering things with 
perfect consciousness. We omit to note 
in limine, that there could be no other 
result, owing to the very nature of the 
case, and that inapposit and unfitting 
things and institutions, or even attempts 
at creating such, must hav perished by 
their own inherent defects in course of 
time; or,-in other words, that an apposit 
institution is only one case among a thou- 
sand inapposit or less apposit ones, which, 
from their very unfitness, were incapable 
of surviving.— Buchner. 


Scientific Works. 


Three Introductory Lectures on the 
Science of Thought. By F. Max Miil- 
Yer. 1. The Simplicity of Language; 2. The 
Identity of Language and Thought, and 8. 
The Simplicity of Thought. With an a pendix 
which contains a correspondence on “Thought 
Without Words,” between F. Max Muller and 
Francis Galton, the duke of Argyll, George J. 
Romanes, and others. Neatly bound in c oth. 
Price, 750. 

Three Lectures on The Science of Lane 
guage, By Prof. F. Max Müller. The 

xford University Extension Lectures. With 
a supplement. + My Predecessors.” an essay on 
genesis of “The Science of Thought.” 112 
pages; cloth. Price, 750. 

The Psychology of Attention. By Th. 
Ribot, professor of Comparative and Experi- 
mental Psychology at the College de France, 
and editor of the Revue g ntosonhigue. Au- 
thorized translation. Treating oť the following 


topica: 1. Spontaneous, or Natural, Attention. 
—a, Emotional states; b, Physical manifesta- 
tions; ¢, Surprise. 2 Voluntary,or Artificial, 
Attention.—a, Its mechanism: s Inhibition; c, 
The feeling of effort. 8. The Morbid States ‘of 
Attention.—a, Distraction; 0, Hypochondria; 


c, Fixed ideas and ecstasy; Peat e, Atten- 


tion in sleep and hypnosis. Cloth, 750. 
Fundamental Problems. The Method of 


Philosophy a3 a Systematio Arrangement of 
Knowledge. By Dr. Paui Carus. Price, $1. 

The Psychic Life of Micro-Organisms. 
A Study in Experimental Psychology. By Al- 
fred Binet. Translation from the French with 
the sanction of the author. Treating of the fol- 
lowing subjects: 1. The Psychology of the Cell 
—Introductory. 2. The Structural and Psycho- 
logical Character of Proto-Organisms: Motory 
and Sensory Organs. 8. The Psychology of 
Nutrition: Holophytic. Baprophytio, and Ani- 
mal Nutrition; Predatory Habits of Certain 
Animalcula. 4. Colonies of Unicellular Organ- 
isms. 5. Fecundation of Proto-Organisms. 6. 
Fecundation ot Higher Animals and Plants. 7. 
The Physiological Function of the Nucleus. 8. 
Correspondence between Alfred Binet and Ch. 
Richet (professor of physiology in the Faculty of 
Medicine at Paris) respecting cellular psychol- 
ogy. 10mo, 185 pages; cloth, %5c.; paper, 50c. 

Wheelbarrow Articles and Discussions 
on the Labor Question, Including the 
Controversy with Mr. Lyman F. Gage on the 
Ethics of the Board of Trade; and also the Con- 
troversy with Mr. Hugh Ò. Pentecost, and 
others, on the Single Tax Question. Elegant 
cloth binding, portrait of the author, and auto- 
graph letter. Price, $1. 


The Idea of God. By Dr. Paul Carus. 
Being a disquisition on the development of 
the idea of Godin human thought and history; 
discussing: 1. The Nature of ideas. 2. The Et 
ymology of The Word God. 8. God an Abstract 
Idea. 4. The Conceptions of God (Polytheism, 
Monoth-ism, Pantheism, Theism, and Atheism). 
5. Definitions of the Idea of God. 6. Entheism, 
the Monastic Conception of God. ice, 150. 

Epitomes of Three Sciences. 1. Com- 
paratize Philology: The Study of Sanscrit. B; 

of. H. Oldenverg, of the University of Kiel. 
—a, Sanscrit Research; 0, From Jones to Las- 
sen; ¢, The Discovery of the Veda; a, The In- 
terpretation of the Veda; e, The History of the 
Vedic Epoch. 2. Experimenta. sychology 
By Prof, Joseph Jastrow, of the University of 

isconsin.—a, Aspects of Modern Psychology; 
b. Psychology in Germany; ¢, P: 
France and Italy; d, Psychology in Great 
ain and the United States. 8 Testament 
History: or, The Rise of the people of Israel. 
By Prof. C. H. Cornell, of the University of 
Konigsberg.—a, The Traditions of the People of 
Israel; 0, The Migrations of the Tribes of 
Israel; c, The Conquest of Palestine and the 
Kingdom of Israel. With especial introductions 
by. rofessors Oldenberg and Cornell, and pref- 
atory remarks by the editor of the Open 
Court. Elegant cloth binding. Price, 75c. 


The Ethical Problem. By Dr. Paul 
Carus. Three Lectures, delivered before the 
Society for Ethical Culture of Chicago_at the 
invitation of the Board of Trustees: 1. Ethics, 
a Science; 2. The Data of Ethics; 3. The The- 
ories of Ethics. 112 pages, cloth. Price, 50c. 


On Donble Consciousness. Experimental 
PsychologicalStudies. By Alfred Binet. Table 
of contents: 1. Introductory; Experimental 
Psychologyin France. 2. Proot of Double Con- 
sciousness in Hysterical Individuals. 3. The 
Relations between the Two Consciousnesses of 
Hysterical Individuals. 4. The Hysterical Eye. 
5. Mechanism or Subconsciousness? 6. The 
Graphic Method and the Doubling of Conscious- 
ness. 7. The Intensity of Subconscious States, 
8. The Role of Suggestion_in Phenomena of 
Double Consciousness. 9. Double Conscious- 
ness in Health. 93 pages, paper. Price, 50c. 

By 


The Lost Manuscript. A Novel. 
Gustave. Freytag. A handsome, elegantly 
bound edition of this famous and popular Ger- 
man romance. The author writes as a motto 
for the American edition: “A noble buman 
life does not end on earth with death. It con- 
tinues in the minds and deeds of friends, as well 
as in the thoughts and the activity of the na- 
tion.” In two octavo volumes; boxed. Price, $4. 


Diseases of Personality. By Th. Ribot. 
Authorized translation. Treating of the follow- 
ing subjects: 1. Nature of Personality and 
consciousness. 2. Organic Diso ders. 3. Emo-. 
tional Disorders. 4. Intellectual Troubles. 5. 
Dissolution of the Personality. Cloth, 75c. 


The Soul of Man. An Investigation of 
the Facts of Physiological and Experimental 
Psychology. By r.PaulCarus. With 152TJus- 
trative Cuts and Diagrams. Price $3, pages 480. 
Printed on extra fine paper, handsomely bound 
in cloth., The subject-matter of the work is 
divided into the following sections: 1. The 
Philosophical Problem of Mind. 2. The Rise of 
Organic Life. 3. Physiological Facts of Brain- 
Activity. 4. The Immortality of the Race and 
m Date of Propa ption. i The Inyestiga- 
tions of Experimental Psychology. 6. The Eth- 
ical and Religious Aspects of Boni- Life. 
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LITTLE FOLKS. 


By MRS, E, D. SLENKER. 
Boards, " 


Psychology in 
rit- 


40 cents. 


TREATED FREE 
Positively CORED with Yeg. 
table Remedies, Have cured 
many thousand cases called 
hopeless. From first dose 


symptoms rapidly disappear, and in ten days at least two-thirds 
of all symptoms are removed. BOOK of testimonials of mi- 
raculous cures sent FREE. IO DAYS TREATMENT FREE by © 
mail. Dr. H. H. GREEN & SONS, Specialists, ATLANTA, GA. 


Col, A. G. Ingersoll's 


ARGUMENT 


IN THE 


Reynolds Blasphemy Trial, 


At Morristown, N. J. 


This is the greatest argument ever madeina case 
of this kind, and will Ée a model for the Bar so 
long as the Christians use force to repress free 
speech. Its legal acumen is unsurpassed, its elo- 
quence never equaled. Wherever Christian per- 
secution is. going on this argument should be 
freely circulated, read to the Christians, and ex- 
pounded on every occasion. 
In paper, 25 cents; in cloth, 50 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette place, New York. 


The Sunday Question. 


A HISTORICAL AND CRITICAL REVIEW. 
i WITH REPLIES TO AN OBJECTOR, 


By GEORGE W. BROWN, M.D. 
Price, - - - - - 15 cents 


Materialism: 
Its History and Its Influence 
Upon Society. 


By Dr. Lours Buoxner, Author of “Foree and 
i Matter,” eto. 


Translated from the German. 
Paper, 12mo, 35 cents. 


Bible Temperance. 


LIQUOR DRINKING -————— 


Commended, Defended, and 
Enjoined by the Bible. 


By E. C. WALKER. 10 cents 


Apocryphal New Testament. 
THES GOSPBLS, 


Episttes, etc. Attributed to Jesus Christ and hls Apostles, 
_ and not Included in the New Testament. 


Prien, - - - = - - - el 


A FEW DAYS IN ATHENS. 


By FRANCES WRIGHT. 


Embellished with the portrait of Epicurus, the 
Greek philosopher, and the author. 


% cents 


Price, = - - es = 


BIBLE IN INDIA. 


—-HINDOO ORIGIN— 
Of Hebrew and Christian Rev- 
elation. 


By Lovis JACoLLIOT. 


Godly Women of the Bible. 


A HISTORY OF ALL 


The Women Who Figure in the Bible. 


Price, $2. 


BY. 
AN Uncopry Womas or tas Reese CENT 
Cloth. - a - a . e cents. 


Christianity a Fiction. 


THE 
Astronomical and Astrologic- 
al Origin of all Religions. 


By DR. J. H. MENDENHALL. 


Explanatory notes compiled and arranged by 
the late Jonathan M. Roberts. Price, 50 cents. 
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Colonel Kelso’s Works. 


The Bible Analyzed. Cloth, octavo, 883° 
pages, $3. 

Deity Analyzed. Cloth, 12mo, $1.00. 

“he Real Blasphemers. Paper, 12mo, 
i38 pages, 500. 

Spiritnalism Sustained. Oloth, 12mo, 
A5 pages, $1. z 


Universe Anaiywet. $1 x 
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Age of Beason, Fap., 25e. 
6 copies for $1; clo., 50c. 3 
Age of Reason and Examina- 
ion of the Prophecies 
Pap., 40c.;_clo., 750. 
Apostle of Political and Re 
gious Liberty. Life.) B: 
.Remsburg. Portrait. Par 


T: 
50c.$ clo., 75c. R i 
Common Sense. Written i 


1706, Ye. 7 
Crisis. Written During Am 
Revolution. Pap., 40c.; clo., 75c 


reat Works. 8vo. 800 pp. 

clo., $3; leather, $4; moroce: 
gilt edges, $4.50. 

Life of. By J: E. Remsburg 
Port. Pap., 50c. 

| Life of. With Remarks ox 


Comte and_Ronsseau. By C 
Blanchard. Pap., 40c.; clo., witi 
portrait, 60e. ` 
Life of. With Explanatory 
Observations. By G. Vale. Por 


trait. $i. 

Lithograph of. Heavy plat 
Paper. 22x28, $1. weer 
Political and~ Religious Re 
former. By B.. F. Under 


wood. 100. 
Political Works: ‘‘ Commo: 
“ Crisis? “Rights o 
Man.” $1.50. 
Rights of Man. Answer t 
urke’s Attack on French Reve 
ution. Pap., 40c.5 clo., 75¢. : 
Testimonials to His Merits.. 
Compiled by J. N. Moreau. 16 
Theological Works: ‘‘Age o' 
Reason,” “ Examination of Propi 
ecies,” etc., with Life of Pai 
and steel port. $1.50. 
Vindication of. Reply to N. ï 
Observer. By R. G. Ingersoll. 70 
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TO BE A DIVINE AND BENEFI- 
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3 s Thanksgiving. 1 = The Lord’s Instruments., 
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2 ~“ Woman and the Church. | 2 bed Priests and Politics. 
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g * The Clergy and Their Flocks. 4 e Unkind Reflections on the Chure: 
2 ba Piety in Our Penitentiaries, 9 * - Persecutions of the Church. 

4 “ The Atonement Scheme. 12 * Some Allegories. 

4 * The Lord and His Works. 3 “ Heaven. 
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2 “ Christians and Mohammedans. 


like it has ever be 


A most extraordinary publication. We venture the assertion that nothin ; y 
ever again be pg 
al 


fore appeared in this country, and it is very donbtful if another one like it 

ished. We must give the Truth Seeker Company the credit of putting the book in the reach o 

At twice the price it would have been a cheap book. Artist Heston as a portrait-painter and de 
signer is a, wonderful success, and we judge from our own feelings that nearly every Liberal v 
America will desire a copy of this most wonderful volume.—(Freethinkers’ Magazine. 


Mr. Heston deserves to be called the artist-hero of Liberalism. He has dedicated his genius «« 
Freethought, and has done faithful and noble work for the cause of right and truth. But the pic! 
ures do not make up the whole of this volume. There are nearly two hundred pages of readin, 
matter that serve first as explanations of the illustrations, aud secondly as texts to prove the utte 
~aleity of the church’s professions and the hypocrisy of those who uphold them. Altogether th: 

ok is one of the best weapons against Christianity and the church that has ever been put in 4 
ds of Freethinkers.—[Bostun Investigator. 
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Paper, 60 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


FILE BINDERS. 


Those who preserve the volumes of THE TRUTH 
SNEEKER need a File Binder, which we will send on 
receipt of one dollar. 


DEATH- C.W. oe 
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Being true accounts of the passing away of the 
tollowing persons, thus refuting the many Chris- 
tian slanders upon them and others: 

Lord Amberley, John Baskerville, Pierre Bayle, 
Jeremy, Bentham, Paul Bert, Lord Bolingbroke, 
Francois Broussais, Giordano Bruno, Henry 
Thomas Buckle, Lord Byron, Richard Carlisle, 
William Kingdon Olifford, Anacharsis Clootz, An- 
thony Collins, Auguste Comte, Condorcet, Robert 
Cooper, D’Alembert, Danton, Charles Darwin, 
É rwin, Delambre, Denis Diderot, 
Etienne Dolet, George Eliot, Frederick the Great, 
l Isaac Gibbon 

e - 


Owen, Th 
lais, Winwood Reade, Madame Rolard, 
Sand, Schiller, Shelley, Spinoza, Strauss, John 
Toland, Vanini, Volney, Voltaire, James Watson, 
John Watts, Thomas Woolston 
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Contents: The Hebrew Canon. The New Tes- 
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Books Which are Now Called Apocryphal. The 
Herstics. The Christian Canon. 

Paper, 60 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 
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91.50 will now buy a reliable AMERI- $ 
CAN WATCH in strongGOLD PLATED 
Dust Proof Case, Will not vary a min- 


thas AMERICAN patent lever MOVEMENT, 
CE Patent Escapement and Regulator, Lantern Pinion, 
RIB 240 beats to minute; No key required to wind and 
set; weight 4 oz.; exactly like cut; Postpaid for $1.50, 
Eig] 3 for $4.00, 12 for $15.00. by express. Mention paper 
Hy and we will include handsome gold plated CHAIN & 

j CHARM. AGENTS & Storekeepers sead for TERMS. 
j7 j Catalogue of 1000 new articles FREE. 


ROBERT H. INGERSOLL & BRO. * 
65 CORTLANDT ST., NEW YORK CITY. 


ON, 


Charles Bradlaugh.. 5 


CHEAP EDITION. 


Travels in Faith. 


By OAPT. ROBERT O. ADAMS. 


Being the story_of his mental journey from 
orthodoxy to Rationalism. 


Price, paper, 25 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


ls Controversy Dangerous? 


By W. F. JAMIESON. 


This little book goes down to the very bed- 
rock of human liberty. 


Price. ~- - So fd 
Address 


25 cents. 
THE TRUTH. SEEKER. 


Roaring Lion on the Track. 


The Colonel Ingersoll Souvenir. 


THE MOST ARTISTIC SPOON MADE. 
STERLING SILVER, MASSIVE, BEAUTIFUL 


Given Away. 


In order to introduce this most artistic of all 
Souvenirs, Ishall present to all patrons who favor 
me with an order for goods, to the amount of 
$20, one of the above spoons, my price $2.50, but 
guaranteed a finer spoon than sold elsewhere for 
$8 And for every additional $20, an additional 
spoon. Or with an order for $10 worth of goods 
I will supply the spoon for $1. 


THE INGERSOLL SOUVENIR 


Is made in the following variety: 


Tea Spons, Oxidized. 
10 ounces 'er doz., 


Oxidized, } se 
14 ounces per doz., 


Oxidized, 
gilt bowl, i$ 
10 ounces per doz., 


1 sents. 


} each $2 50 


“ “ 


3.00 


Oxidized, 
s os fectional gilt, TB. 
X 10 ounces per doz., 
Orange “ Oxidized, plain bowi, me 
o eo gilt “o $ 
“ “ 3. 
“o git “ “350 

The $250 Tea is also supplie etched in bowl, 
“The Time To Be H»ppyI Now,” or other mot- 
toes, or names, for fifty cents extra. Parties en- 
titled to spoons may; upon paying difference in 
price, select any other spoon from above list. | 

My stock embraces everything usually kept in 
first class jewelry stores. Diamonds guaranteed 
20 per cent below regular market price. Watcher 
of every description, Chains, Rings, Ne. klaces, 
Jewelry, Silver ana Plated Ware, Optical Goods 
Ba ges, Gold Pins, Ete. And $1,000 will be paid 
for proof that I hav advanced my prices above 
lowest prices published in any of my l» test price- 
lists, on account of the above liberal offer, 

(If Freethought Badges are preferred the $2.50 
may be so applied.) 


OTTO WETTSTEIN, 

(Established 1857) Rochelle, Tl., 
Designer of The, Perfected * Otto Wettsʻein ” 
Watch; the Beautiful Ingersoll Spoon; the Popu- 
lar Freethought Badge. 


Send for pricelists, cards in colors and guld of 
badge. tracts. etc., free. 


Ty “ 


Sugar 


For Men Only, 


Is a physician of a wide and extensive practice, 
and his remedies are, of the best. The Doctor 
treats all those peculiar diseases of young and 
middle-aged men, as the result of youthful errors 
and excesses, causing Early Decay, Loss of Man- 
hood, Wasting Discharges, Varicocele, Mental 
and. Physios Debility, Idiocy, Insanity, and 
eath, 

To those afflicted and who are desirous of bein 
cured a booklet of some 88 pages will be sent ta 
their address for ten cents, sealed in a plain 
envelope, giving causes and Symptoms of the 
Complaint and a description of the Doctor’s im- 
portant medical dincovery -an Outward Applica- 

ion—a positive cure—the only remedy of the 
kind in existence—with evidences of success. 
dress, DR. R. P. FELLOWS, 
A , Vineland, N. J. 
you saw this advertisement in THE 
ZEKER- 
Dr. Fellows is an Infidel. 


And sa 
TRUTH 


To Regulate the 
STOMACH, LIVER 
ano BOWELS, tane 


R'PANS TABULES 


Impp IP Gag ase SoU 
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THE LORD HIDETH JERRY AND HIS SORIBE. 


But the king commanded Jerahmeel the son of Hammelech, and Seraiah the son of Azriel, and 
Shelemiah the son of Abdeel, to take Baruch the scribe and Jeremiah the prophet: but the Lord hid them. 


—Jer. xxxvi, 26. 


S. P. Putnam’s Latest Pamphlet. 


RELICION A CURSE, 
RELICION A DISEASE, | 
RELICION A LIE. 


Ledtcated to the American Congress, of 1892, which for the sake of Religion, Stabbed Liberty 
` to the Heart. 


A work burning with indignation iuspired by the Congressional act closing the World’s Fair 


on Sunday—au act which practically unite 


the government and the Christian church. 


EAGLE BRAND. 


—— THE BEST—— 


ROOFING 


Is unequaled for house, barn, factory, or out- 
buildings, and costs half the price of shingles, 
tin, or iron. It is ready for use. and is easily ap- 
plied by anyone. Send stamp for samples, and 
state size of roof. 

EXCELSIOR PAINT AND ROOFING CO., 
Dept. 10, 155 Duane St., New York. 
18t18 


THE SABBATH. 


By M. FARRINGTON, 


To which is added Mr. Putnam’s address delivered before the Columbian | A Thorough Examination and Ref. 
Exposition Committee of the House of Representatives against Sunday closing. 


Also the following Essa 


3 and Poems by Mr. Putnaw, which have neyer before been put in 


book form: Orthodoxy; Freethought: Man, Not God (written fora Paine anniversary); The Statue 


of Liberty and Thoma: taine; a 
thought 


Centennial Exposition in Philadelphi:, in 1876). 


em written for the opening exercises of the Silverton, Ore., Free- 
all; Death and Life; The Golden Age; Shut the Door (a poem on the closing of the 


The main ersayin this work is ons of the strongest arraignments ever made of the religion 
which cramps and fetters the minds of the pecple of this cou: try. It should be distributed widely. 
Iı hag been commended in the highest terms as it appeared in THE TRUTR SEEKER and we hope every 
reader will buy a copy to lend his neighbor and arouse thought. 


Price 25 cents; Five copies for $1. 


Address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York City. 


DESIGN ARGUMENT FALLACIES, 


A Refutation of the Argument That Nature Exhibits 
Marks of Having Been Designed by 
an Intelligent Being. 


LAO PLO 


SYNOPSIS: 


L The pai 
: ere 
ne i There Were One 


ere a Designer 
e Could Not Be Wise, for 


His Processes Are Egregioucly Slow, 
They Are Egregionsly Wasteful, 


They Ofıen Serve No U 


ze, 


Argument Vitistes Itself By Necessitating an Infinite Series of Designers. 
He Could Not Be Beneficent. 


They Have Prodaced Fauitv Mechanisms. 


What Actually Did Cause So-Called Design. 
Astronom" and Design 


Iv. 
V. 
we The Argument of a First Cause. 


What Is Called Design Is Only Subserviency; and the Watch Argument Is Illegitimate. 


Embracing a Succinct Exposition of Evolution and a Sketch of Astronomy. 


w 


BY THE EDITOR OF THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


~ 


Price 15 cents. Address 


The Truth Seeker Library, 


The World’s Sages, Thinkers, and Re- 
formers. The Biographies of three hun- 
dred of the most distinguished teachers and į; 
philosophers (who were not Christians), from | 
the time of Menu to the present. By D.M. Ben- 
nett. 1,075 pages, 8vo. Cloth, $3; leather, $4; 
morocco, gilt edges, $4.50. : 

The Champions of the Church: Their 
Crimes aud Persecutions, Biographical | 

s of rv-munint Christians. compan- 
retook fo “The World’s Sages,” etc. By D.M. 
Bennett. 8vo, 1,119 pages. orocco, gilt edges. ; 
Price, $4 50. 7 s A 

Su ernatural Religion, An inquiry into 
the reality of divine revelation. Decidedly the 


most thorough and exbaubtiye work on, the 
i supernaturalism ever written. y EF. 
ian einer ibus Professor of the London 


University. 


THE TRUIH SEEKER COMPANY, 28 Lafayette Place, N. Y. 


1,115 pages, 8vo. In cloth, $4; 


leather, $5; morocco, gilt edges, $5.50. 


The Great 


Works of Thomas Paine. 


Including The Age of Reason, Examination of 
Prophecies, Reply to Bishop of Llandaff, Let- 
ters to Mr. Erskine, Essay_on Dreams, Letter 


to Camille Jordan, 
Common Sense, The 


The Religion of, Deism. 
isis, and the Rights o 


Man; the whole preceded by the Life of Paine, 
and a steel-plate portrait. 800 pages, 8vo. 
Oloth, $3; leather, $4; morocco, gilt edges, 
g 


Analysis of Religious, Belief. 


An ex- 


amination of -the Creeds, Rites, and Sacred 


writings of the World. By 


Viscount Amberley, 


son of the late Lord John Russell, twice Pre- 
mier of England. Complete from the London 


edition. 745 pages, 8vo. 


In cloth, $3. 


The foregoing volumes are called “The Truth 


Seeker Library.” If ai 


are ordered together and 


sent by express, one dollar wili be deducted from 


the price of eac 


utation of the Claims of the 
Sabbatarians. 


Paico, - =- - ~- = wWeente 


Pyramid of Gizeh. 


Ancient Egyptian Civilization and Hebrew Nar. 
rative in Genesis and Exodus. 
By Van Buren DENsLOW, LL.D. Price, 15 cents 


WIZARDS MAGIC PURSE, 


The most bewildering illusion dis- 
covered in thiscentury! A very strong 
purse of the finest dressed kid strongly 
sewed and beautifully embroidered. 
(Regulargoods of equal quality se)) for 
60c. to75c.) Comprises 3 pockets, which 
we GUARANTEE no one can open in 3 
hours without knowing the secret. It 
has baffled all experts in puzzledom. 
A great novelty, a wonderful mystery 
Qs anda useful article, allinone. Your 

. money and secrets are safe inside this 
purse] Satisfaction g Haren toot. 

S le with secret in sealed envelope post pald with ‘ 
of 1000 useful articles, 25e; 3 for 60e; 6 for $1.00, $1.80 Doz. 


R. H. INGERSOLL & BRO, 65 Cortlandt st-. No Z 
8teow20 . 


MEDICAL. 


If you need a medicine pay attention to some- 
thing which will cure you. Itis known as 


The Water of Life, 


and is adapted to curing, more especially, all 
forms of Stomach, Liver. Kidney,, and Bladder 
troubles. By injecting this water it will heal all 
sorts of inflammations of theinternal organs, such 
cases a8 Piles, Typhoid and other fevers, Bowel 
diseases, Uterine and other forms of Female 
Complaints. Itisa Blood Purifier, and is an ex- 
cellent remedy for Catarrh and Lung and Throat 
inflammations. It will heal the nerves, Testoring 
lost vigor of mind and body, creating a goo 


į appetite and producing sound sle 


ep. It acts 
steadily upon the urine, cleansing the blood by 
means of the kidneys, and acts mildly upon the 
bowels, thereby producing bodily habits which 
are so essential to good health. This 


Water of Life 


is sold absolutely pure, as it is pumped from 
the spring, without the addition of any drug 
whatever. Itis Nature's Remedy, pure and sim- 
ple, and nota manufactured article. The + uccess 
1t has achieved has come mostly from its friends 
who hav been cured by using it. Send for a 
pamphlet free, containing photo-engraved let- 
ters and recommendations from. those who have 
used it, giving a forty-page history and all pare 
ticulars about this remarkable water, to 


J. R. PERRY, Manager, 


m1? 84 South Main Street, Wilkabesrre, Pa, 


l Sf ows of the Wook. 


Wanamaker is spoken of as a nominee 


‘| for the next presidential term. 


Tum czar has given the pope, in observ- 
ance of the latter’s jubilee, two superb 
vases on mother-of-pearl pedestals. . 


Ar Lampasas, Tex., last Sunday, a 
Providential judgment was manifested in 
the falling dead of Rev. James Mackey in 
the midst of a sermon. 


Dracon Wapuams of Talmage’s Taber- 
nacle predicts the coming of Christ within 
a decade, grounding on passages in Isaiah, 
Matthew, and Revelation. 


Tue Russian government has issued a 
ukase expelling .Jews from the Asiatic 
provinces of the empire. The decree will 
cause wide-spread suffering, 


Con. R. McManon offers $25 in gold to 
the student of the West Virginia Uni- 
versity who shall write the best thesis on 
“ What was Shakspere’s religion?” 


Hesrew citizens of New York city hav 
called on Secretary of State Gresham and 
asked that the government solicit Russia 
to mitigate her edicts against Jews. 


Tas Italian government has closed the 
provincial council of Pergamo because of 
its declaration that the pope’s temporal 
rights are superior to the unity of Italy. 


BusivEss men and laymen in general 
are criticising the settlement to which the 
builders of Talmage’s great new Taber- 
nacle hav been forced to accede, of 
twenty-three cents on the dollar. 


Tue Sabbath-closing crusade in Belgium 
and Germany has grown powerful and 
successful. The Belgian government has 
issued a postage-stamp with a label at- 
tached which may or may not be torn off, 
insoribed, **Not to be delivered on Sun- 

ay. 


Ereven peasants in the Austrian village 
of Muszina, actuated by a superstition that 
the late frosts were the work of a vampire 
which had entered into an old man who 
had lately been buried, opened the grave, 
beheaded the body, and pierced the heart 
with a stake. 


Taz New J aay statute fining Sunday 
fishers $2 having become obsolete by non- 
enforcement, a law fining such offenders 
$20 has just been passed. As one-third of 
the $20 goes to the complainant and 
another third to the person sing the 
evidence, a rich harvest will be reaped by 
some individuals. 


Ar Newark, N. J., the superintendent 
of the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty 
to Children has heard that a young girl 
named Lizzie Hallam has been imprisoned 
in a damp back room on bread and water 
seventeen days because she refuses to 
change her Protestant faith at the demand 
of a Gatholic stepmother. - 


Mr. Lewrrzxy, a hosiery manufacturer 
from Russia now located at Newark, N. J., 
when brought into court on a charge of 
bigamy said: ‘‘Yes, I hav another wife, 
but I supposed this was a free country, 
and that a man could hav five wives if he 
wanted them.” ‘‘Its freedom does not 
run in that particular direction,” returned 
the justice, as he ordered the new-comer 
under bonds. 


Ar Trenton, N. J., Dr. Hawke is suing 
Rev. Jos. Sedgebeer for libel. Dr. Hawke 
with companions had held a mock prayer- 
meeting in an empty store near the 
Methodist prayer-meeting, making mock 
prayers and using whisky as mock wine. 


.| The parson, in a sermon warning people 


not to associate with Dr. Hawke and his 
friends, used language which the doctor 
declares libelous, 


On the 24th ult Mayor Horton of New- 
port, R. I., was visited by a large delega- 
tion of citizens, for whom Ex-Lieut.- 
Governor Honey as speaker declared that 
clergymen, singers, organists, druggists, 
coachmen,. and railroad and steamboat 
men violate the law by following their 
regular callings on Sunday as much as the 
newspaper and soda-water dealers who 
had been arrested. Witnesses ready to 
swear to each of these violations were 
brought, and impartial enforcement was 
demanded. 


In the legislature of the province of 
Hungary, Austria, a bill to make Judaism 
a legally recognized religion has been in- 
troduced. One provision is that conver- 
sions from Judaism to Christianity be rec- 
cognized. Heretofore Christians who on 
leaving Hungary became Jews and were 
married with Jewish ceremonies found on 
return that their marriage was not valid 
and their children were illegitimate. The 
preamble to the, bill declares it high time 
that the state should receive its seven hun- 
dred thousand Hebrew members on the 
same footing with others. 
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Old Testament Stories 


Comically Ilustrated. 


IT WILL 
| MAKE You 


> ` LAUGH. 


% 


L 


Samo s- 


IT WILL 
CORNER 
THE 
PARSON. ¢ 


The Stories Humorously Toid—And Hard Facts 4 0 0 Pages. 2 0 0 Full~Page 


Given Concerning the Origin and Authenticity of the 
Old Testament—A Page of Text to Each Picture. 


i CONTENTS: 
| Sustaining a Theory, Jacob and Esau, 
| Some Giants, Joseph the Man of Dreams, 
1 The Adventures and Work ef Noah, Holy Moses, 
è A Hunting Anecdote, Balaam the Diviner, 
Abraham, Christ's Great Ancestor, Bloody Joshua, 
A Queer Family, The Campaign of Deborah and B 
fsaac and His * Sister,” Against Jabin and Sisera, 
One of Twins, General Gideon, ~ 


arak 


Pictures. 


Jephthah and His Human Sacritic=. 
Samson the Strong, 

Ruth and Boaz, 

Unstable as Water, God Shall Not Excel, 
David, God's Favorite, 

Some Stories from the Book of Kings, 
Adventures of the Prophets, 

Jonah the Truthful Sailor. 


Boards, illuminated covers, 813 cloth, gilt side stamp, $1.50. 


P ‘ 
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Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


Darwin and After Darwin. 


An Exposition of the Darwinian Theory. 
By Grorar J. ROMANES, 


A systematic Exposition of what may be termed 
the Darwinism of Darwin, and intended to be of 
service to the general reader rather than vo pro- 
fessed naturalists. 

_ Mr. Romanes is well known as one of the most 
interesting of English writers upon evolution, 
besides ranking with Professor Huxley in scien- 
tific knowledge and ability. And this is a part of 
his conclusion regarding the great subject of 
Design, to which the church so often refers: 

“Thus whether we look to the facts of adapta- 
tion or to those of beauty, everywhere through- 
out organic nature we meet with abundant 
evidence of natural causation, while nowhere do 
we meet with any independent evidence of 
supernatural design. .., - „Adaptation and 
beauty are alike receiving their explanation at 
the hands of a purely mechanical philosophy. . . 
All nature has thus been transformed before the 
view of the present generation in a manner and 
to an extent that has never before been possible; 
and inasmuch as the change which has taken 
place hac taken, place in the direction of natural- 
ism, and this to the extent of rendering the 
mechanical interpretation of nature universal, it 
ie no wonder if the religious mind has suddenly 
awakened to a new, and a terrible force in the 
words of its traditional enemy—Where is now 
thy God?” i 

Illustrated _ Price, cloth, $2. 

Address, THÈ TRUTH SEEKER. 


BOOKS BY 
PROF. FELIX L. OSWALD. 


The Bible of Nature: A Contribution 
to the Religion of the Future. Cloth. $1. . 
The Secret of the East; or, The Origin 
of the Christian Religion and the Significance 

of its Rise and Decline. Cloth, $1. 
Physical Edueation ; or, The Health-Laws 
of Nature. Cloth, $1. 
Household Remedies for the Prevalent 
Disorders of the Human Organism. Cloth, $1. 
Zoological Sketches: A Contribution to 
the Ontdooi agds of, Natural History. Ulus- 
. Faber. Clo if 
traton Address THE TRUTH SFEKFR, 
28 Lafayette place, New York. 
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New Publications. 


THE ELIMINATOR; 
Skeleton Keys to Sacerdotal Secrets. 


“Write me no more fables, lest I be a foot and 
read the riddles awry.” 


By R. B. Westbrook, D.D., LL.B. 


CONTENTS: The Whole Truth; Sacerdotalism 
Ivpeached; The Fabulous Claims of Judaism; 
Moses and the Pentateuch; Ancient Symbolism 
and Modern Literalism; Astral Keys to Bible 
Stories; The Fable of the Fall; Search for the 
“Last Adam;” What Is Known of the New Testa- 
ment; The Drama of the Gospels; The Ideal 
Christ; Jesus and Other Christs; A Reverent 
Critique on Jesus; A Few Fragments; Blood 
Salvation; The Things That Remain. 

Price, cloth, $1.50. Fort sale at this office. 


VALUABLE ENGLISH 
PUBLICATIONS. 


The %udent’s Darwin. By Edward B. 
Håveling, D. Sc., Fellow of University College 
w London. The purpose of this book is to te 

something of Darwin's work to those who have 

neither the time nor the opportunity to investi- 
Begateit fully for themselves. 1. The Naturalist’s 
t Voyage Around the World. 2 Geological 
: Works. 3 Botanical Works. 4 Zoological 

Works. 5. Works on Evolution. With a 
E copious index. Price, $2. 


Antiquity 
Unveiled. 


most Startling Rev- 
elations. 


to be of 
Heathen Origin. 


(ILLUSTRATED.] 


Address 


THE RUTH SEEKER. 


APOLLONIUS OF TYANA IDENTIFIED AS THE 
CHRISTIAN JESUS, ` 


An important and remarkable revelation con- 
terning the life and times of Apollonius of 
Tyana, the great sage and philosopher of the first 
century. It is here claimed that his life and 
teachings were appro riated and utilized by the 
formulators of the Christian religion in the in- 
terest of so-called Christianity. The plagiarism 
is made plain in this brief history of Apollonius, 
especi in view of the historica! references and 
comments thereon. It is quite evident that to 
conceal the plagiarism, the name of Apollonius 
was suppressed. 

Price, 15 cents. 

Address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


ANEW WORK 


BY 
ARTHUR B. MOSS, 
Author of “The Bible and Evolution,” 
ENTITLED 


Christianity and Evolution, 


With preface by 
J. M. WHEELER, Sub-editor of Freethinker. 


Price, $1. Order at once. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
COSMIAN HYMN-BOOK. 


—0— 
A COLLECTION OF 


ORIGINAL AND SELECTED HYMNS 


FoR 
Liberal and Bthical Societies, 
for Schools and 
the Home. 

—With Music Written to All the Songs.— 


COMPILED BY L. K. WASHBURN. 
Prina. $1.50. Pnr aalo at THIR ORFTON, 


[nstead of a Dook. 


By A Man Too Busy to Write One. 


Cullea from the Writings of B. R. Tucker. 


This is a big book of over 500 pages, and sets 
forth the prig§ciples of Philosophical Anarchy. 
In fact, it is the Creed, by the veritable John 
Calvin, of that cult. Mr. Tucker is a mental 
plumb-line hewer, and has the least regard for 
where the chips fall of any one of the writers of 
that careless camaraderie. Anyone wanting to 
know what the thinking Anarchists think, and 
why they think that way, will have to get one of 
these books in order to know. 


Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


New Publications. i New Publications. 


A NEW BOOK.--AND A MOST ORIGINAL ONE! 


The Creation of God. 


By DR. JACOB HARTMANN. 


An explanation of the origin of the God Idea, and the mental processes that led to the formation 
of idols and the worship of them. From the time of Terah’s apostasy, Abraham's reformation and 
his banishment for heresy and blasphemy against the Chaldean idols, to Christ’s coming. the princi- 
pal characters are analyzed and shown to be human, by thought and deed. It is made plain that the 
eculiar phraseology, cant sayings, subterfuges, miracles, wonder-workings, and snpernatural pad- 
ing are the proper offspring of. the then existing barbarism, ignorance, and superstition, constitut- 


Some Handsome Premiums, 


To induce new subscriptions and 
prompt renewals on the part of our 
friends we make the following hand- 
some premium offers: 

For $5.00 we will send Taz Truta 
SEEKER one year ($3.00) and “ Paine’s 
Great Works Complete” (3.00). This 
edition of Paine’s works contains a 


ing the peculiar politics of the day. 
CONTENTS IN DETAIL: 


Elimination of Waste Substances, 
In General. 
- By the Lungs. 
By the Skin. 


The Universal Aspect. 
The Earth. 

The Chemical Aspect. 
The Sun. 

Genesis—The Creation. 

Genesis—The Garden of Eden. 

The Deluge. s 

The Scriptural God—The Creation. 

The Creation of God—Abraham. 
Moses—Confirmation of the Idea of God. 
Samuel the Kingmaker. 

God Save the King. 

Jehovah Takes a Rest. 

The End of National Life. 

The Christian Era. 

Organic Life—Vegetable. 

Organic Life—Animal. . 
The Master Tissues. 


The Muscular Tissues. 
The Nervous Tissues. 


Food and Food-Substances. 


Digestion and Nutrition. 
The Elementary Substances. 


The Soul— What Is It? 


Sin and Salvation. 

The Ecclesiastical Kindergarten. 
Rational Review. 

Visions—Bible Dreams—Revelations. 
The Planetary Gods. 

Every Man His Own God. 


Tables {Gateways to Knowledge. 
The Non Credo. 
ILLUSTRATIONS. i 


Map of Theological Retrogression. 
Map of the Deluge and Garcen of Eden. 


Thirty Chapters—Four Hundred and Thirty-two Pages, 


Large 12mo. 


In Cloth, $1; in Paper, 50 Cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


THE RESURRECTION OF JESUS. 


AN AGNOSTIC’S VIEW. 


Ginna: The Christian Dogma of Salvation; The Christian’s Belief; Why Was 


the Resurrection a Secret Affair? The Age of a Story Does Not Prove Its Truth; 


Pilate’s Attempt to Save the Life of Jesus; Christ Before Herod; A New Indictment 
Against J esus; Were the Guards Hired by 1he Priests? Pilate’s Motive for Secreting 
the Bodv: Matthew’s Account of the Resurrection; Why the Angel Sat on the Stone; 


Mary’s Visit; Angels; Renan’s Theory; The Disciples Were Deceived; The Identifica- 
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A Half-way Heretic. 

On the 29th ult. the Presbyterian clergyman Dr. 
Briggs was placed on trial for heresy before the 
general assembly sitting at Washington, D. C. 
This trial was on appeal from the one to which he 
was subjected by his local presbytery of New York. 
This local body, it will be remembered, delivered 
the curiously inconsistent verdict that they ac- 
quitted the accused but were not to be understood 
as “expressing approval of the critical and theo- 
logical views embodied in his inaugural address.” 

Each of the trials attracted great attention 

` throughout the country. Freethinkers hav now 

imbued with modern views of religious matters 
` such a considerable proportion of church-members 
and clergymen, that an explosiv outspeaking of 
these views which would badly shake the Presbyte- 
rian church, and perhaps split it in halves, has for 
some years been expected. This expectation it was 
thought had met its fulfillment in the case of Pro- 
fessor Briggs. 

One characteristic of the case that lent it added 
consequence was the intellectual eminence of the 
man to be tried. The venerable Dr. Duffield—as 
he is spoken of—of Princeton College, says that he 
has the highest esteem of the defendant’s scholar- 
ship. “If Dr. Briggs’s logical faculties were equal 
to his scholarship,” says this reputedly venerable 
parson, “I do not know his equal in the intellectual 
world of America.” To be sure, Freethinkers will 
be prone to count Mr. Briggs’s intellect remarkable 
` only in scholarship; they will not allow him credit 
for much excellence in those departments more 
important of reason and common sense. 

And they will not accord Mr. Briggs much claim 
on esteem as a courageous or as an honest man. 
For his conduct has been very far from the ideal of 
plain-spokenness and directness that the true Free- 
thinker admires. 

But Dr. Briggs counts as great among the 
preachers, and hence his trials hav received atten- 
tion beyond what would fall to the lot of an 
humbler brother. 

The charges as rehearsed by Dr. Birch, chairman 
of the prosecuting committee, related : 

**First—To the question as to the supreme and only 
authority in matters of faith and practice. 

**Second—To the question as to the inerrancy or truth- 
fulness of the inspired word of God. 


**Third—To the historical validity of the Old Testa- 
ment. ; 


** Fourth—As to the fulfillment of messianic prediction, 


a question of supreme importance in its bearing upon the 
view which is taken of the truthfulness of scripture and 


of the truthfulness of God. 


“Fifth and last—There is the doctrin of redemption, 
concerning which it has been alleged that Professor 
Briggs’s teachings hav been especially erroneous and 
hurtful.” 

The charges will be found brought up in a dif- 
ferent shape in various parts of the trial. They 
usually appear cast in the form of ten specifica- 
tions. 

Dr. Briggs had already, four or five days previ- 
ous when the assembly had considered whether 
they should try him or not, made the following de- 
liverance : 

“I wish to make an explicit denial of the charge that I 
preached doctrins against the fundamental doctrins of the 
church. I affirm that I believe the holy scriptures to be 
the word of God. 

“I hold to the whole doctrin taught in the first chap- 
ter of the Westminster Confession. Anything I may hav 


said that may conflict with these statemente was due to 
misinterpretations.” 


This utterance took aback those Liberals and 
very advanced Christians who had been hoping for 
radical and flat attacks against the inmost life of 
the church. These persons will find themselvs 
alternately pleased and given hope, and then 
damped and disappointed by such sentiments as 
the above, throughout the whole course of the 
trial. 

Dr. Lampe, opening for the prosecution, con- 
demned the lenient handling of the defendant by 
the local presbytery. That the charges were proved, 
he said, becomes still more evident from the state- 
ment made in the verdict rendered by the inferior 
judicatory, to the effect that in acquitting Dr. 
Briggs the presbytery is not to be understood as 
“expressing approval of the critical and theological 
views embodied in his inaugural address.” For 
those critical and theological views Dr. Briggs was 
put on trial. He not only approves them, but 
diligently propagates them. And it was the duty 
of the lower court, by a calm and impartial inves- 
tigation, to “ascertain whether or not those critical 
and theological views are in harmony with the holy 
scriptures and the standards, and to condemn them if 
they did not find them in harmony with those author- 
ities, and thus to check their spread and influence 
in the most effectiv way.” A foolish method of 
that local presbytery, Dr. Lampe continued, was, 
in their own words, that of “crediting his affirma- 
tions of loyalty to the standards of the church and 
to the holy scriptures as the only infallible rule of 
faith and practice.” This can only mean, declared 
Dr. Lampe, that they hav taken Dr. Briggs at his 
own word. By their own confession, therefore, 
they hav not decided the case upon the law and the 
evidence. 

The presumption of Dr. Briggs in affirming him- 
self orthodox while at the same time making state- 
ments irrecencilably antagonistic to orthodox 
tenets, next drew Dr. Lampe’s comment: 


“It is well known that Dr. Briggs entered a plea of 
‘not guilty;’ that he claims to.be orthodox, and that he 
subscribes to an orthodox creed. But in spite of all that, 
he has made, and persists in making, the statements for 
which he has been called in question, and which hav 
alarmed the whole church.” 

The miscellaneous and vastly varied character of 
Dr. Briggs’s heresies appears in the following utter- 
ance of Lampe’s. From this we learn that the de- 
fendant has even been affected toward Catholicism, 
and perhaps would unite the Roman and the Prot- 
estant churches. 3 

“Dr. Briggs’s teachings conflict with both scripture 
and the standards; they touch matters which are vitally 
essential to Presbyterians whose faith and practice are 
based solely on the authority of holy scripture, and that 
according to these views we must recognize the church 


of Rome as a great fountain of divine authority, able to 
giv men, without or above the Bible, a saving knowledge 
of God and divine assurance. This would be a complete 
abandonment of the Reformation position; and for the 
Presbyterian church it would mean denominational 
suicide. Whether or not Dr. Briggs would regard this 
asin any sense a calamity could not be determined with 
certainty, for he regarded it to be the duty of the hour 
to destroy all denominational barriers which separated 
Protestants, and to form an ‘alliance between Protest- 
antism and Romanism and all other branches of Chris- 
tendom.’ (Quotation from the writings of Dr. Briggs.) 
The positions taken in his inaugural certainly entitle him 
to the dignity of chief apostle in such a movement.” 

Taking up the charge that Dr. Briggs had taught 
that errors existed in the Bible, Dr. Lampe dis- 
cussed it at length, and summed up his contentions 
as follows: 

“It is preposterous at this late day to advance the 
claim that insisting on the truthfulness of the Bibleis . 
tantamount to setting up a new test of orthodoxy. The 
church has never believed anything else. Especially is 
this true of the Presbyterian church. It will not be pos- 
sible to point to a single Presbyterian divine, from the 
Westminster period down, and especially among Ameri- 
can Presbyterians, who has taught the doctrin of the 
errancy of the holy scriptures. All sides, parties, and 
schools in our church hav been agreed in affirming the 
inerrancy of the word of God.” 

At the afternoon session Dr. Lampe continued 
his arraignment. He said that the declarations of 
Dr. Briggs in casting doubt on the authorship of 
the Pentateuch and of Isaiah created distrust of the 
entire Bible. 

Passing to the charge that Dr. Briggs taught 
that the processes of redemption extended to the 
world to come in the cases of many who died in 
sin, Dr. Lampe made quotations from the writings 
of Dr. Briggs, in which the latter accused Prot- 
estants of the fault of not extending the process of 
redemption to the vast periods of time in the middle 
state between death and resurrection, in which he 
called a judgment immediately after death a “hurt- 
ful, unchristian error,” a “bugbear which makes 
death a terror to the best of men,” and terms the 
statements of Dr. Dorner, concerning the possibility 
of repentance in the next world, “excellent 
thoughts.” Dr. Lampe continued : 

“The whole contention of Dr. Briggs in his defense is 
that the Bible and the standards favor the view that the 
work of making believers pure, morally perfect, and holy 
is accomplished by means of progressiv sanctification 
after death. This doctrin is an offense according to the 
Book of Disciplin for the following three reasons: 

«1. The doctrin is contrary to the Bible and the 
standards. It is injected into them at the behest of a 
naturalistic principle of psychology and ethics according 
to which the instant change of a saint of God at death to 
perfect holiness by the divine spirit is declared to be a 
magical illusion. 

«9, Tt is separated from the Roman Catholic doctrin 
of purgatory by so fraila barrier that it will easily pass 
into it. j 

«3, It will lead to graver departures from the faith. 
The doctrin of redemption after death is advocated at 
present principally in the interest of the doctrin of 
second Probation. Dr. Briggs entertains the largest 
hopes in respect to the possibilities of redemption in the 
middle state.” 

In conclusion Dr. Lampe appealed to the as- 
sembly to reject the verdict of acquittal by tho New 
York synod, and to set the church right before the 
world. 

Dr. Briggs in reply said that he had incorporated 
into the record the opinions of many scholars 
which furnish irrefragable proof of the correctness 
of his teachings. He introduced the opinions of 
«one hundred and twenty-four scholars now living 
and of twenty-three who, although dead, lived 
within the twenty-five years in which the defend- 
ant studied in Germany and has taught in the 
seminary. And the attempt of Dr. Lampe this 
afternoon to assail them as rationalists was wholly 
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unwarranted. Many of them are as thoroughly 
Christian and orthodox as himself.” 

Taking up one of the specifications, Dr. Briggs 
said that he had been accused of teaching that 
many of the Old Testament predictions had been 
reversed by history, and that the great body of the 
messianic prediction had not been and could not 


be fulfilled, which was contrary to the essential 
doctrin of holy scripture and of the standards of 
the church that God is true, omniscient, and un- 
This he had repudiated, and would 
ask the assembly to hear exactly what he had said, 
committee on prosecution had 


changeable. 


but which the 
omitted. He had said this: 


‘Kuenen has shown that if we insist upon the fulfill- 
ment of the details of the prophecy of the Old Testa- 
ment, many of the predictions hav been reversed by 
history, and the great body of the messianic prediction 
has not only never been fulfilled, but cannot now be ful- 
filled, for the reason that its own time has passed forever. 

** All depends on the word ‘if,’ which the committee 
omitted. I disclaimed this charge before, and disclaim 
jt now. Ialso disclaim that I am guilty of teaching, as 
charged in Charge 7, that the processes of redemption 
extend to the world to come in the case of many who die 


in sin.” 


The doctor read from his book on “Messianic 
Prophecy” to establish his teaching as to the ful- 
fillment of predictiv prophecy, error in which was 
This book, he said, had 
received the approval of such an eminent man as 
Gladstone, and of such an orthodox Christian as 
He asserted that the work an- 
tagonized the teaching of Kuenen, the Rational- 
From the 
summing up f the book Dr. Briggs read the fol- 


alleged in the fourth charge. 


Delitsch, of Berlin. 
istic and well-nigh Infidel Bible scholar. 


lowing: 


‘In Jesus of Nazareth the key of the messianic prophecy 
of the Old Testament has been found. All its phases find 
their realization in his unique personality, in his unique 


work, and in his unique kingdom. 
“ Hebrew prophecy vindicates its reality, its accuracy, 


its comprehensiv ideality as a conception of the divine 
mind, as a deliverance of the divine energy, as & system 
constructed by holy men who spoke as they were moved 
The messiah of prophecy and the 


by the holy spirit. 
messiah of history, the redemption of Hebrew prediction, 


and the redemption of Christian possession are not 
diverse, but entirely harmonious in the lamb who was 


foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was 


manifest in these last times of its history. For it was 
the same divine being who devised the redemption of the 
world, who revealed it in prophetic prediction, who pre- 
pared for it in the development of history, who accom- 
Hebrew prophecy 
springs from divinity as its source and overflowing in- 
spiration, and it points to divinity as its fruition and com- 
plete realization. None but God could giv such prophecy; 


plished it in time and eternity. 


none but God can fulfill such prophecy.” 


During the reading of these extracts from the de- 
fendant’s book on messianic prophecy, the first 
really favorable impression was made by him upon 


the commissioners. It was when it became appar- 
ent that his book, instead of being a reproduction 
of the views of the German Rationalist, Kuenen, 
was really an answer to him, while the concluding 
paragraphs were an impassioned tribute to the 
divine authorship of Hebrew prophecy. %“ Adjudge, 
then, my brethren,” he said, “whether I am justly 
accused in this regard.” An attempt was made by 
Elder McDougall, of Cincinnati, to break the force 
of this impression by interposing a question re- 
garding the fulfillment of the details of prophecy, 
but in this he did not entirely succeed. 

Certainly the above-quoted rubbish will chill the 
hopes of the Freethinkers who hav been preparing 
to welcome into their fold one whom they gupposed 
a rapidly preparing convert. 

Here occurred some cavils by Dr. Briggs over 
such points as the division or non-division of 
charges, and whether charges not deemed advisable 
for consideration by the local synod ought now to 
be touched, and a number of petty and technical 
points. Very different are these quibbling, shuf- 
fling attempts to evade the necessity of speaking 
what he really thought, from the ready, honest out- 
spokenness of the typical Freethought hero—say 
such a man as Thomas Paine or Robert Ingersoll. 
Dr. Briggs is not a suitable exemplar for Free- 
thinkers’ admiration. 

Dr. Briggs also disclaimed that he was guilty of 
teaching, as charged in „Charge 7, that the proc- 


as it may provoke, we will take up the next point. 
With regard to the charge that he taught that 


Moses was not the author of the Pentateuch, Dr. 
Briggs made the same defense he made before the 
presbytery of New York, and summed up his argu- 
ments in this way: 


esses of redemption extended to the world to 
come in the case of many who died in sin, stating 
that he “had repudiated the Roman Catholic doc- 
trins of purgatory, also the doctrins of future pro- 
bation and regeneration after death, or any begin- 
ning of Christian life after death.” 

Toe defendant had, he said, admitted that he 
taught that errors may hav existed in the original 
text of the scriptures; that Moses is not the author 
of the Pentateuch; that Isaiah did not write more 
than half his book; that sanctification is not com- 
plete at death. He had not admitted the other 
things. The defendant held to as essential and 
had always taught four of the seven doctrins 
charged by the prosecution to hav been attacked. 
He admitted the truth of and accepted two of the 
others, but did not regard them as essential. 

The prosecution had, continued the defendant, 
given no proof that his own interpretation was 
wrong and that their own was right. They seemed 
to hold the opivion that holy scripture was the 
supreme judge. The Confession taught that it was 
the Holy Spirit; that spirit spoke to the reason 
through holy scripture. He had never taught 
any other doctrin. He had not said that the spirit 
spoke the final word through the reason, to which 
the Bible must yield. He was no Rationalist. The 
Holy Spirit united the scriptures and reason in an 
infallible bond. 

Dr. Briggs next said that he would show from 
the Confession and from the scriptures that the 
church was also a fountain of divine authority as 
well as the scripture. It was incredible—it would 
not be believed by the Puritans—that any presby- 
tery could so far abandon the faith of the Puritan 
fathers and permit the prosecution of a minister 
on a charge of heresy for maintaining that there 
was divine authority in the church. He had not 
said in his inaugural or in any of his writings tha. 
he co-ordinated the Bible, the church, and the 
reason, a8 equals in authority, nor could it be 
rightly inferred that he did so. 

When Professor Briggs resumed his argument at 
the morning session, he took up Charge No. 4, 
that he taught that errors may hav existed in the 
original text of the holy scripture as it came from 
its authors. He admitted that the allegation was 
fairly accurate. Going on to say that the only 
errors he ever found or ever recognized in holy 
scripture had been beyond the range of faith or 
practice, and therefore did not impair the infallibil- 
ity of holy scripture as a rule of faith and practice, 
Dr. Briggs said that it was claimed that if he 
recognized errors in matters beyond the range of 
faith and practice he excited suspicion as to the in- 
fallibility of holy scripture within the range of faith 
and practice. His accusers were entitled to that 
opinion for themselvs, but they had no right to 
force their opinions on him. He insisted that 
fallibility in the Bible in matters beyond the scope 
of the divine revelation did not impair the infalli- 
bility in matters within the scope of divine revela- 
tion. His exact views he said were these: 


‘The Westminster Confession of Faith nowhere states 
that Moses wrote the Pentateuch or that Isaiah wrote 
the whole of the book that bears his name. Therefore, 
there can be no lawful case against me in the Presbyterian 
church. 

“The testimony of holy scripture in the passages ad- 
duced does not show that Moses wrote the Pentateuch 
and that Isaiah wrote the whole of the book that bears 
his name. Therefore, my statements are not in conflict 
with holy scripture, and there is no valid case against me 
on the ground of holy scripture. 

“ Holy scripture makes it evident that Moses did not 
write the Pentateuch, and that Isaiah did not write half 
the book that bears his name. Therefore, my statements 
are true, and the prosecution are in conflict with holy 
scripture.” 


Passing to the charge that he taught that sancti- 
fication is not complete at death, Dr. Briggs said 
that his doctrin was clearly stated in the following 
words of his inaugural: , 


**There is no authority in the scriptures or in the creeds 
of Christendom for the doctrin of immediate sanctifica- 
tion at death. The only sanctification known to experi- 
ence, to Christian orthodoxy, and to the Bible is pro- 
gressiv sanctification. Progressiv sanctification after 
death is the doctrin of the Bible and the church.” 


Dr. Briggs claimed the authority of the larger 
catechism as showing that there are three states in 
which communion with Christ is enjoyed, namely, 
this life, immediately after death, and at the resur- 
rection and day of judgment. 

Dr. Briggs next said he would endeavor to show 
that his views were not inconsistent with the West- 
minster Confession. He set forth: 


“I now wish to.bring forth my position. I shall ad- 
here to the policy which I hav thus far followed with re- 
gard to errors in holy scripture. I hav refused to 
accept the dogma that the original autographs were iner- 
rant. I hav maintained that there are errors in the 
texts which we hav, in the best texts we can get by the 
science of textual criticism, and that it is improbable 
that the original texts, if we could discover them, would 
be much different from those we havin that regard. But 
I hav refused to affirm that there were errors in the 
original autographs, because it is unscientific and it is 
unscholarly, and it is against the truth-loving spirit of 
Christianity to make affirmations of dogma where we hay 
no certain evidence. I hav always refrained, as far 
as possible, from pointing to errors in the present 
text of scripture. But every biblical scholar admits 
them. 

‘‘ The doctrin of progressiv sanctification is in accord- 
ance with the laws that God has established in the ethical 
constitution of man. The church and the Bible giv their 
potent aid to the conscience in the ethical elevation of 
humanity. Shall all this ethical training cease at death, 
all the varied stages of progress in the different periods 
of life, of culture, of racial and national advancement, be 
reduced to a common level and made of none effect by a 
mighty transformation that will deal with the race, father 
and child, mother and babe, master and scholar, self- 
sacrificing missionary and pagan convert, the devoted 
evangelist, and the thief and murderer [here Dr. Briggs 
shouted his words] turning in his last hour to Christ 
from the shadow of the gallows—all in one undistinguish- 
able mass? Such a doctrin strikes a deadly blow at the 
moral nature of man, the ethical constitution of society, 
the historic training of our race, and the moral govern- 


“‘ The sacred writings were not composed in heaven by 
ment of God.” 


the holy spirits; they were not sent down from heaven by 
angel hands; they were not committed to the care of 
perfect men; they were not kept by a succession of per- 
fect priests from that moment until the present time. If 
these had been the facts in the case we might hav had a 
Bible infallible in every particular. 

‘But none of these things are true. God gave his 
holy word to man in an entirely different way. He used 
human reason -and all the faculties of imperfect human 
nature. He used the voice and the hands of imperfect 
man. He allowed thesacred writings to be edited and re- 
edited, arranged and rearranged, and rearranged again 
by imperfect scribes. It is improbable that fallible men 
should produce a series of writings infallible in every 
respect. It was sufficient that divine inspiration and the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit should make their writings 
an infallible rule of faith and practice, and that the divine 
energy should push the human and the fallible into the 
external forms, into the unessential and unnecessary mat- 
ter, into the human setting of divine ideals. 

“It is evident that holy scripture is the only infallible 
rule of faith and practice, and yet that there are errors 
in holy scripture in matters that do not in any way im- 
pair its infallibility in matters of faith and practice.” 


Leaving the above ridiculous view to such smiles 


On many of the points our readers will find it 
hard to make out just what this sorry sort of 
heretic does believe. So the members of the as- 
sembly found it. So it would be found, we believe, 
by said petty heretic himself. 

As to the conception that ethical advancement 
should be regarded as a result of prolonged en- 
deavor rather than of instantaneous magic trans- 
formation at the Presto! of Jesus, we hav for it 
some approval. It is the straggling shoot of a plant 
which in the Rationalistic garden we find developed 
in full and beneficent proportions. 

Colonel McCook now rose ‘to close the case for 
the appellants. He regretted that ata late hour 
the defendant had stood here and said: “Yes, the 
words are mine, but I do not admit the facts stated 
therein.” This was paltry quibbling. Colonel Mc- 
Cook said he would cite but one instance of this. 
In Charge 8 the committee alleged that Dr. Briggs 
had taught “that sanctification is not complete at 
death, which is contrary to the essential doctrin of 
holy scripture and of the standards of the said 
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church; that the souls of believers are at their 
death at once made perfect in holiness.” Dr. 
Briggs had argred by the hour that the words “at 
once ” were not the equivalent of “immediately” in 
the answer to the eighty-sixth question of the larger 
catechism. 

On the 31st ult. several parsons wielded their 
holy tongues most scourgingly against what they 
dubbed “the fearful doctrin taught by Dr. Briggs.” 
Dr. Leftwich, of Baltimore, declared that a Bible 
that could be affirmed to be inerrant only in faith 
and morals and errant as respects other matters 
left the Presbyterian church and the Christian 
world upon a sea of doubt in the darkness of night, 
with no star to light the way. Elder Stratton, of 
West Jersey, held up a copy of Paine’s “Age of 
Reason,” which, he affirmed, contained the very 
views championed by Dr. Briggs. There was noth- 
ing new, he said, about the matter, except that a 
Presbyterian minister had taken it upon himself to 
proclaim those views. Elder Thomas McDougall, 
of Cincinnati, precipitated a lively row. ‘“Ifitbe in 
order,” he said, “in a Presbyterian assembly, in 
this high court, I would like to ask if the omni- 
science, the veracity, the character of God almighty, 
of the Lord Jesus Christ, may be questioned? 
God almighty has said that Isaiah said thus and so. 
Dr. Briggs has said to God almighty that Isaiah 
did not write half the book that bears his name. 
The Lord Jesus Christ said in the New Testament 
that Isaiah wrote the book bearing his name. Dr. 
Briggs says” Here Brother McDougall was 
interrupted. After many words flying back and 
forth, Dr. Storrs cried, “But Mr. McDougall says 
Dr. Briggs said God was untruthful, which is blas- 
phemy and unpardonable.” “I said,” the elder 
replied, “that God said that Isaiah said thus and 
so, dnd that in the New Testament the Lord Jesus 
Christ said Isaiah said thus and so, and Dr. Briggs 
said that Isaiah did not write that part of the book 
in which these quotations are found. Christ said 
no man can come unto the Father but by me. Dr. 
Briggs says that Martineau found God through the 
reason and that Newman found him through the 
church. Whom will you believe—Christ or Dr. 
Briggs?” 

The vote was now taken. It was: to sustain 
the appeal from the local presbytery, that is, to 
hold Briggs prosecutable despite the acquitting 
verdict of that body, 375; not to sustain, 117. It 
remained to express the sense of the assembly as to 
the action that should be taken upon the judgment 
of the local presbytery—-whether it should be re- 
versed or modified—and what penalty should be 
imposed upon Dr. Briggs, if any. There are five 
things the general assembly can do in such a case. 
They can admonish; they can rebuke; they can 
suspend ; they can depose one from the ministry, 
or they can expel him from the church. On the 
next day, June 1st, action on this point was taken. 
The decision of the local presbytery was reversed, 
and Dr. Briggs suspended from the ministry, on the 
following grounds: 

‘* First: We find that the doctrin of the errancy of the 
scriptures as it came from them to whom and through 
whom God originally communicated his revelation, is in 
conflict with the statement of the holy scriptures itself, 
which assert that ‘all scripture,’ or ‘every scripture,’ is 
given by ‘inspiration of God.’ 2 Tim. iii, 16: ‘That the 
prophecy came not of old by the way of man, but holy men 
of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.’ 
2 Pet. i, 12; and also with the statements of the standard 
of the church, which assert that the holy scriptures of the 
Old and New Testament are the Word of God. Larger 
catechism, question 3. ‘Of infallible truth and divine 
authority.’ Confession, Chapter I, section 5. 

** Second: That we find in this case involved the ques- 
tion of the sufficiency of the human reason and of the 
church as authorized guides in the matter of salvation. 
Your committee recommend that this general assembly 
declare that reason and the church are not to be regarded 
as fountains of divine authority; that they are unreliable 
and fallible, and while they may, and no doubt are, 
channels or media through which the Holy Spirit may 
reach and influence for good the human sout, they are 
never to be relied upon as sufficient in themeelvs, and 
aside from holy scriptures, to lead the soul to a saving 
knowledge of God. To teach otherwise is most danger- 
ous and contrary to the word of God, and our standards 
and our ministers and our church-members are solemnly 
warned against them. à 

“Third: We find involved in this case a speculation in 


regard to the process of the soul’s sanctification after 
death, which in the judgment of this assembly, is a 
dangerous hypothesis, in direct conflict with the plain 
teaching of the divine word and the utterance of the 
standards of our church. These standards distinctly de- 
clare that ‘The souls of believers are at their death made 
perfect in holiness and do immediately pass into glory, 
whilst their bodies, being still united to Christ, do rest 
in their graves until the resurrection.’ Shorter cate- 
chism: Question 87, 2 Cor. v, 8; Phil. i, 23; John 
Xvii, 24.” 

This deliberate affirmation of the Presbyterian 
church in the year 1893 will be found a very useful 
thing for those who wish to knowin their war upon 
Presbyterianism just what to attack. Some Pres- 
byterians hav been pleading when assailed that 
their church has become modernized out of the 
above severe doctrins, but we now know just what 
to pin them down to and hold them responsible for. 

It is speculated that Dr. Briggs may start a new 
church and split Presbyterianism. 

We will close by remarking that while Dr. 
Briggs is perhaps doing the best he can, he makes 
at best but a poorish figure of a heretic, and it is 
mighty slow work enlightening a preacher. 


Down With the Priests’ Fay! 


On the 29th ult. the suit of Charles Clingman, a 
stockholder in the World’s Fair, to hav that exhi- 
bition open Sundays so that he might not thereby 
suffer pecuniary loss, was heard in an Illinois state 
court. Judge Stein granted the injunction against 
Sunday closing that Mr. Clingman asked. As to 
the point of a contract relating to the question, the 
judge said that while one had once been made, it 
had been invalidated by Congress having deducted 
$570,000 of the money it had promised. As to the 
point of state law forbidding Sunday disturbance, 
he held that the lawyer of the Sabbatarian side had 
failed to prove any disturbance. He held that an 
open Fair is powerfully conduciv to a better ob- 
servance of the peace, and added that he could 
safely remark that it is conduciv to greater and 
higher education. As to the point that this isa 
Christian nation, Christianity our national religion, 
and any action violativ of that religion’s observ- 
ances illegitimate, he mentioned that there was a 
great sect of religious people who celebrated Satur- 
day as their Sabbath, and so far as this point was 
related to the law, Article II of the constitution of 
Illinois givs to every citizen the right to the free 
exercise of his religious beliefs, irrespectiv of con- 
straining provisions. 

On the 31st ult. another suit was begun. This 
was not in a state’but in a United States court. In 
the United States circuit court at Chicago District 
Attorney Milchrist asked an injunction restraining 
Sunday opening. The interest felt in the matter 
was testified by a great crowd of spectators. Among 
these, many parsonic black coats, including thr se of 
several editors of religious papers, were observable. 
The Sunday closers’ chief argument was that the 
Fair is under the control of the national govern- 
ment and not under that of the local body. They 
said that the state court had no jurisdiction in the 
case, and thus Judge Stein had had no right to is- 
sue such an order as that given above. The ques- 
tion was for the federal court alone. The Fair 
being under control of Congress that body could 
open or close it just as it pleased. It is right that 
it should now close it by virtue of its police power. 
Among other things, they represented that if the 
court rendered a decision that the government had 
not the constitutional power to conduct the Fair it 
would be destructiv to great and valuable interests. 
Such a decision would strike down the Smithsonian 
Institution, the National Museum, the National Ob- 
servatory, and others of the great educational insti- 
tutions of the government. Such a decision would 
compel the government to remove its exhibits 
from the Fair to a place over which it has consti- 
tutional control. The Sunday closers also called 
attention to the fact that the directors “had at- 
tempted to placate the public by announcing that 
religious services would be held at the Exposition 
and sacred concerts in Choral Hall. By those con- 
cessions the directors had admitted that there was 
a sanctity in the first day of the week, commonly 


called Sunday, which should be observed.” 
other hand, Counsel Walker for the local directors 
urged, among Various arguments: ‘While I admit 
that this is a Christian nation, I claim that I hav 
the privilege to exercise my right to a free con- 
science without dictation from any outside agency. 
Congress did not pass a law closing the Fair on 
Sunday. 
been unconstitutional and repugnant to the princi- 
ples of the Constitution.” 
marks Mr. Walker declared that Congress has no 
right to make laws regulating or interfering with 
the police powers of the state. 
of parks is with the state. 
ing these arguments three days, pronounced the 
case so important that they could deliver no de- 
cision till Thursday of the following week, the 8th 
inst. 
prayer for a temporary injunction forbidding open- 
ing on Sunday the 4th, while the final decision was 
being prepared. This was refused. 


On the 


Congress knew such a law would hav 


In concluding his re- 
The police control 
The judges, after hear- 


The Sabbatarians at once clapped in with a 


Accordingly, the Fair was open last Sunday. 


A storm, with great heat, detracted from the at- 


tendance. Still, the number of visitors was large. 
When Sunday opening has become an established 
fact the railroads will get up excursions and bring 
multitudes. As all museums, art galleries, etc., 
show a Sunday attendance at least double that of 
week-days, it of course is to be supposed that the 
World’s Fair will do likewise. The attendance on 
the previous Sunday later reports show to hav 
been only 100,000 to 140,000, of which number 
69,000 to 90,000 were paid visitors. The Sabbata- 
rian leaders are chuckling over the attendance being 
less than was expected. They delight that but so 
moderate a number of their fellow-men succeeded 
in enjoying and educating themselvs, in contraven- 
tion to their, the preachers’, desire that they shall 
be miserable and learn nothing. A dispatch says 
in description of last Sunday’s attendance : 


‘* Wherever the people went they preserved their silence 
and solemnity. These two characteristics of the Sunday 
crowds hav been manifest to all. There has been more 
noise and jollity on week-days than on Sundays. Even 
the foreign people follow the custom. There has been 
nothing about the crowds to remind one of the conti- 
nental Sunday. These men doubtless enjoyed 
themselvs to-day, even if they did not show it. Mostof 
them had their families with them, and one of the daugh- 
ters would read from the guide-book while the others 
listened. Thus they passed about from building to build- 
ing, taking everything in with great seriousness. Not 
even the Midway Plaisance could tempt many smiles or 
expressions of opinion.” 


During all this time, the Methodists, Baptists, 
Presbyterians, and other denominations are most 
diligently protesting against Sunday opening. 
They are also arranging to cover or remove their 
exhibits if the Fair be open. And they will, more- 
over, in case of opening preach a boycott from their 
pulpits throughout the land. That is, their gov- 
erning assemblies hav decided that the preachers 
shall do so, and the order while neglected by some 
will be observed by others. The American Sabbath 
Association will spend considerable money in dis- 
tributing pamphlets giving the history of the case 
and presenting Sabbatic arguments. These, they 
say, even if they do not effect the closing of the 
Fair will do permanent good. The utterances of 
these Sabbatarians teem with frantic denunciations 
of the opening advocates as everything that is 
thought to be abominable, such for instance as this 
by the New York Methodist Book Concern: “The 
directors of the World’s Fair are Anarchists, work- 
ing for Anarchists’ principles and for the disestab- 
lishment of the American Sabbath.” We will close 
our summary of these enlightened doings by adding 
that John Wanamaker is among the doers, he hav- 
ing publicly advised boycotting the Exposition if it 
opens Sundays. 

The clergy want to hav such attractions as the 
World’s Fair forbidden Sundays solely that their 
own contribution-boxes may not lose any coins. 
Their motiv is detestable selfishness and greed. 
Manly lovers of a fair field and no favor should not 
rest till all trades and professions hav been set on 
an equal footing, with permission given no calling 
to close up its rivals on any day and engross all 
traffic to itself. Down with the priests’ day ! 
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Communications. 


Ezra Hoar ł eywood. 


SOMETHING MORE OF HIS LIFE, WORK, AND PERSONAL- 
ITY; THE FUNERAL SERVICES. 


- The news of the death of E. H. Heywood came 
with a shock of surprise to his many friends and ac- 
quaintances. Of course all knew in an indefinit 
way that his health had been seriously impaired 
by his prison life but none except his nearest asso- 
ciates realized how the fiber of his physical being 
had been dry-rotted by those two wretched years in 
Charlestown penitentiary. Those of us who had the 
pleasure of participating in the reception tendered 
him upon his release could not fail to perceive that, 
while the mind was unclouded and forceful as of 
old, the bodily stamina of this defender of free 
speech, press, and mails wes sadly and irremediably 
depleted. But none, I think, expected the end to 
come so quickly. 

He was earnestly engaged to the last in the work 
to which he had given so many years of his life. 
Early in May he went to New York to conduct the 
twenty-second annual convention of the American 
Labor Reform League, an organization owing its 
existence chiefly to his initiativ and tireless foster- 
ing care. On this trip he contracted a slight cold, 
which clung to his torture-weakened system and 
rapidly augmented in virulence after his return 
to Boston. He held out against the attack for a 
few days, but at length he had to yield and take to 
his bed, where he was under the medical care of 
Dr: Davis, and was tenderly and assiduously nursed 
by his daughter, Psyche Ceres, and his sisters-in-law. 
But skill and loving care were all in vain. On 
Monday, May 22d, at 5:30 in the afternoon, Ezra 
Hoar Heywood wearily but in perfect peace laid 
down the weapons of mental warfare, weapons 


which had in his hand been the unstained tools of 


industrial and social evolution. 

His serious illness had not been known, I think, 
outside the circle of his nearest relativs and their 
associates. 

To Tue Trurs Serxen’s vivid and timely sketch 
of his life I may add some interesting items of in- 
formation which will be appreciated at this time. 

Ezra Hoar Heywood was related to United 
States Senator Hoar, and this calls to mind the fact 
that the uncompromising editor of the Word was 
born Hoar, not Heywood. How he came to be 
known by the latter name is an interesting bit of 
biography, and illustrates anew and most forcibly 
the well-known fact that members of the same 
family may be irreconcilable opposits in tempera- 
ment, sympathies, and habits of thought. Subse- 
quent to the death of. the father of the subject of 
our sketch, his elder sons, including Samuel R. 
Hoar, had the family name changed from Hoar 
to Heywood, against the protests of his mother, 
who refused to adopt the new name and continued 
to be known as Mrs. Ezra Hoar. The late Ezra H. 
Heywood, as junior brother of Samuel R., and the 
others, was powerless to prevent the change, which 
was made because the latter thought that Hoar was 
altogether too suggestiv a cognomen. E. E. H. 
contemplated retaking his father’s name. 

The story of E. H. Heywood’s imprisonment in 
1878 in Dedham jail may be summarized here very 
briefly. He was sentenced by Judge Clark to two 
years’ incarceration for having sent “Cupid’s 
Yokes” through the mails. Petitions were circu- 
lated in his behalf, and seventy thousand signatures 
obtained. Armed with these and certain valuable 
letters, including one from Judge Cuppy, the gifted 
Laura Kendrick repaired to Washington. She laid 
siege to Rutherford B. Hayes and conducted her 
delicate and difficult mission so determinedly and 
skilfully that after he had served six months of his 
sentence E. H. Heywood’s prison gates opened at 
the touch of the president’s “pardon.” But this 
act of executiv “clemency” alarmed and aroused 
to action the party of proscription, and when D. 
M. Bennett subsequently was sent to Albany peni- 
tentiary thirteen months for the same offense, 
two hundred thousand names could not avail to 
touch the heart and move the hand of the obedient 
husband of priesit-bound pious Lucy Hayes. So 
the victim editor of Tux Trur SEEKER served his 
full sentence, and in so doing Jaid the foundations 
for the disease that killed him, in what was other- 
wise his intellectual and physical prime, just as E. 
H. Heywood was later to die, murdered by. men 
who knew not, or, knowing, cared not, how much 
suffering they caused so only they might force their 
opinions on those who could not accept them vol- 
untarily. 

In July, 1890, for mailing copies of the Word, 
Mr. Heywood was sentenced by Judge Carpenter 
(who conducted himself more like a ruthless 


pervert from civilization than like an ordinary 
savage) to two years’ confinement in Charlestown 
penitentiary, where he remained to the end of his 
term, less time deducted for good behavior. Mrs. 
Dr. Gilbert went to Washington in behalf of the 
persecuted reformer, but of course she could do 
nothing with Harrison. The man whose pen was 
to sign the Chinese exclusion law and the World’s 
Fair Sunday-closing edict could not, consistently, 
release from punishment a man who did not know 
how to compromise with his conscience for popular 
applause and votes. Harrison reserved his pardons 
for wealthy or well-connected embezzlers. 

Upon Mr. Heywood’s release from Charleston 
prison, May 13, 1892, he was tendered a reception 
at the Quincy House, Boston. Captain Robert C. 
Adams presided most acceptably and addresses 
were made by the guest of the evening, the chair- 


man, S. P. Putnam, J. A. J. Wilcox, Dr. A. E.\ 


Gilbert, Martha Luce, and others. Letters were 
read by Jay Chaapel from Ellen M. Bolles, Parker 
Pillsbury, George Schumm, Ernest Mendum, Alfred 
H. Love, A. L. Rawson, E. B Foote, Sr., Frank K. 


Foster, C. S. Swartz, B. O. Flower, Mrs. H. 8.. 


Lake, L. V. Pinney, and many more. One year 
and eight days from that hour nearly all those there 
assembled, with many others, stood by the bier 
of the man they had welcomed from the prison 
shadows. 

THE FUNERAL. . 

Services in honor of Mr. Heywood were held in 
Boston and Princeton; the first in the rooms of 
Josephine S. and J. Flora Tilton, at 202 Hunting- 
ton avenue, Wednesday, May 24th, at5 r.m., and the 
second at his house in Princeton, at 3 r.m., Thurs- 
day, May 25th. 

The Boston Globe introduced its account of the 
Boston services with these paragraphs: 

It was not a funeral, in the common meaning of that 
wor 

There were no habiliments of woe, no signs of mourn- 
ing, save the tear-stained eyes and sorrowful faces of 
relative and friends. And the absence of all formality 
made the simple services all the more impressiv. 

Reclining on a couch, as if in sleep, lay the body: of the 
deceased, wrapped in.a white robe. The finely-chiseled 
and handsome features were as natural as in life. The 
hands were folded over the body, and in his left was a 
copy of the Word. 

Baskets of laurels, with smilax and wisteria, violets, 
roses, and ferns seemed to take from the chamber of 
death its gloomy terrors. 

A noteb 
gathered in hallway and rooms of the apartment. 

The near relativs present were: Angela T. Hey- 
wood, with her children, Vesta Vernon, Hermes 
Sidney, Psyche Ceres, and Angelo T. Heywood ; her 
mother, Lucy M. Tilton; her sisters, Josephine S. 
and J. Flora Tilton, and S. R. Heywood, brother of 
the deceased. Another brother, Joseph, having 
left the hospital only the day before, was unable to 
attend, and was deeply affected by his loss, and 
this was additional deprivation. The other absent 
near kinspeople were Dwight Heywood, residing in 
Omaha, and Mary and Delia Heywood. 

Reformers were present in large numbers, all 
classes, divisions, and subdivisions being repre- 
sented. Among these were seen John Orvis, A. A. 
Miner, A. W. Stevens, George Schumm, Henry Ap- 
pleton, T. C. Brophy, William Melvin, Emma Hel- 
ler Schumm, A. H. Simpson, E. C. Walker, James 
W. Harris, John Orth, E. B. McKenzie, Dr. C. Hub- 
bard, M. A. Warren, of Hudson; Dr. Wellington, 
Mrs. Dr. Gilbert, James L. Locke, Carl Friede, 
Frank Ranigan, William Denton, Winifred Denton, 
John Daviess, Ferdinand Dewey, Ellen Batelie 
Dietrich, Belle C. Schull and daughters, Ella and 
Metta. Shull, of Findlay, O.; Jennie Rhind, Della 
Davis, James F. Pickering, J.. A. J. Wilcox, Martha 
Avery, Etta Cheney, James W. Stillman, Mrs. Case, 
of Providence, R. I.; James H. Martin, Arabella 
Nichols, J. L. Buxton, of Milford; Blanche Toohey, 
E. P. Miller, of Hartford, and Josephine Stirling. 

The Beethoven Quartet sang “ Still, Still with 
Thee,” and then John Orvis announced that the 
services would -be wholly informal—that anyone 
who wished might participate. He said, in part: 

We are not here to pray—he is beyond our prayers, he 
is beyond the world’s censure. Ezra H. Heywood 
seemed to me, among all the men I ever knew, to be a 
man, and with loftier conceptions of duty. Iwill not ex- 
cept even William Lloyd Garrison. With him the per- 
ception of a truth was a conviction of duty. He never 
knew fear, never could know fear, with that conscience 
behind him. His eye was to the sun, and that eye, like 
the sun, penetrated to the evil recesses of society. He 
was devoted to what he held to be right. That was the 
secret of E. H. Heywood’s doing what the rest of us hav 
not dared to do. e hav seen the evils of fettered love, 
but we hav not spoken and acted. Woman as woman 
and woman as mother were sacrificed. 

He saw and denounced the evils of rent, interest, and 
profits. He was almost the first man since Jesus who 
said they were robbery.. For his position on all these 
questions he has been cursed and persecuted—these 
inte hay been crucified in the person of E. H. Hey- 
wood, 


le and most interesting assembly it was that 


When. men hav settled the true relations of men and 
women, womanhood and childhood are made sacred. 


J. A.J. Wilcox spoke briefly. «“ My sense of per- 
sonal loss,” he began, “and the bereavement of 
those nearest and dearest to him impel me to giv 
my testimony to the worth of E. H. Heywood.: We 
are his debtors for the work he did for us and for 
the cause with which we sympathized, but for 
which we did not work as he worked.” 

At the conclusion of Mr. Wilcox’s remarks the 
quartet sang “ He Is Risen,” and then Ella Schull 
read letters from Ed. W. Chamberlain, the daughter 
of Elizur Wright, Robert C. Adams, Elizabeth M. 
F. Denton, and others who could not attend. 

Rev. A. A. Miner was the next speaker. Among 
other things, he said: 


My personal acquaintance with Mr. Heywood was 
relativly slight, but it was sufficient to impress me with 
his sincerity. ; ; . 

I was the guest of his family in Princeton on two or. 
three occasions, and I was forcibly struck with the demo- 
cratic spirit that ruled in that home, with the self- 
respeeting devotion of the members of the family to one 
another, with their courtesy to strangers. t was a 
most beautiful home life. 

While in Princeton I discovered something of the feel- 
ing in that community toward Mr. Heywood, which led 
to his arrest and conviction. 

Icannot say how far, had I known him better, I might 
sympathize witk his peculiar views, or how I might hav 
been convinced by his philosophical defense of them. 
But I did sympathize with his honesty of purpose, and I 
did strive to use what influence I had to secure s mitiga- 
tion of the severity of his sentence. 

The more I study human affairs the more am I, con- 
vinced of the inadequacy of any human tribunal to judge 
a man’s motivs, and to mete out justice. 

In a general way I would say I hav learned the utter 
incompetency of men to judge men; of human tribunals 
to decide the deeper problems of society. A fact is 
proven; a term in prison follows, but no relation between 
the two is established. Two men disagree; tempers be- 
come aroused; a physical conflict supervenes; one falls 
under a chance blow. The authorities wait to see if the 
injured man will recover. What difference does that 
make? How does that settle the question of motiv? 

If this is true of such a comparativly simple affair, 
what of the relations of society and men’s views thereon? 
of the difference of opinion as to the needed restriction 
or the lack of it? Weare coming to broader toleration 
of discussion of these questions. Why was our friend 
imprisoned for seeking to extend the limits of free speech, 
press, etc., while nothing was done to restrain those who 
would limit all these? 


. M. A. Warren read a poem, and following this 
Martha Avery said, among other equally good 
things: 

_So dear a right is free speech, so fundamental a neces- 
sity to us as women, can we afford to remain silent? It 
is time we spoke of the sex question.. I would not free 
woman from. man, but woman with man. I giv my 
heartfelt tribute to this great man who dared speak his 
honest conviction. Morality is the relation between 
man’s ideal and his conduct. 


Song by quartet. g 

Jennie Rhind was the next speaker. “We 
testify,” she remarked, “for this good man whose 
lips are sealed in death. He was my personal friend 
and Mrs. Heywood is my friend. The time is 
coming when laurel will crown the brows of such as 
this man. The world must giv place to advanced 
ideas in all directions—social, political, economical. 
I know Mr. Heywood has planted seed which will 
bring forth in due season and abundantly. No 
sower of reform seed has reaped the fruit, but those 
who came after. We must water what Ezra Hey- 
wood has so nobly sown.” 

A. H. Simpson followed with a quite extended 
address intended to show what it was that Mr. 
Heywood contended for through all his life, the re- 
lation of his work to that of other reformers of his 
generation, and what bearing it all had upon the 
principles at stake and the work to be done at this 
time. I giv here as clear and extended a synopsis 
as I can of his address and as nearly as possible 
in his own words: 


We should try at least to make his personality shine 
out and dominate this meeting. He was one of the old 
individualists, of whom Elizar Wright and A. A. Miner 
are other types. His record is not a modernone. He 
was an Abolitionist before many of those whose names 
hav gone down in glory were Abolitionists. It was in 
his nature, essentially. An old peace man, he did not go 
with the clamorers for war.. He kept his conscience for 
the individual. He stood for self-sovereignty. He saw 
that it must be carried through all phases of life, The 
right of the black was the right of woman. The burden 
upon him was due to those Comstock moralists who vio- 
lated the principles for which he had always stood. They 
are trying to enforce morality. This is the essence of 
immorality, You are as immoral as Mr; Heywood him- 
self, if by your presence you sanction the claim to honesty 
here made for him. Should Comstock come here and 
disperse this meeting he would be no more criminal than 
when he prevented Heywood from mailing his books. 
Both are denials of the right of publication and freedom 
of utterance. 

So devoted was he to the principles he advocated that . 
to say he could not outraged his sense of justice and made 
him immovably determined to do what was forbidden. 

At the banquet it was seen he was broken in body but 
not in spirit. He was actually done to death by the go- 
ciety at the head of which is Comstock, the society of 
organized moralism. 
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William Melvin said that he had seen all the 
Heywood family grow up, and in that home and 
printery he had “learned more in three years than 
in eighteen years at school. Perhaps from a 
worldly standpoint it has been to my disadvantage, 
as in his case. E.H. Heywood was the same in 
private as in public—unflinching. He knew 
nothing of expedients. The outside world did not 
know him. Wherever honor is done to Mr. Hey- 
wood I want to put a wreath on top myself, no 
matter how small it is.” 


James F. Pickering was the last speaker, and as 
his remarks were written I can giv a fuller report 
of them than of those of most of the others: 


Ezra H. Heywood was a man of thought, and his sole 
desire was to make the world better. His purpose was to 
promote purity, to make clean minds and thus to secure 
pure and right actions. 3 

He knew the temper of the age in which he lived. He 
was not an unintelligent enthusiast. He was an able 
scholar, and during all his life he was a hard student. 

Few men hav brought to the study of the pressing 
social questions of the day the ample preparation and the 
mental equipment which were his. È 

Beginning his activ public career as an Abolitionist of 
the school of Garrison and Phillips, he maintained his 
consistency and did not abandon his principles to become 
a war Abolitionist. ; 

In his study of the labor question he found the position 
of woman in the world, in the field of labor, in the family 

_and in society at large, must be taken into account, and 
this led him to. the study of deeper and more difficult 
socia] questions. ` 


The final outcome of this was that he became boldly | 


_ and openly an advocate of ‘‘free love.” $ 

But as there are many men and women in the world 
who conceive love tobe lust, and therefore think free 
love must be free lust, Mr. Heywood was, by such per- 
sons, looked upon as the subverter of all morality and 
virtue. 

In fact, he favored love—free, untrammeled love, that 
thereby free lust should be suppressed, 

There has never been a firmer friend of. morality, 
virtue, and purity thau this mah, who gave his life to the 
advocacy of free love, and, who, to maintain the public 
right to disseminate one’s opinions, received persecutions 
and imprisonment as his reward. 


LETTERS FROM ABSENT FRIENDS. 


111 West 142p Srreet, New Yorr, May 23, 1898. 
Miss Jost S. Trnron—Dear Friend: Nothing has so 
shocked and grieved me for many a day as the receipt of 
your unexpected telegram this morning announcing the 
passage of Heywood. I hope to hear from you atas early 
a day as your convenience will permit some detailed ac- 
count of the last days of my heroic friend, who has left 
to his friends and his country the recollection of a 
sublime,’ sturdy integrity. The deepest impression he 
ever made upon me, and which I shal! always retain and 
cherish with pleasure, was when I parted from him after 
Judge Carpenter’s brutal outrage. He repeated several 
times, ‘‘I hav nothing to regret.” As he appeared then, 
so will my remembrance of him be hereafter. I hope to 
learn that the clear intellect which directed such grand 
ptirposes remained unclouded to the end. 
Yours sincerely, 
Ep. W. CHAMBERLAIN. 


. Mr. Chamberlain was the attorney of E. H. Hey- 
wood in the last battle with Comstock and his 
assistant, Judge Carpenter. 


WELLESLEY, Mass., May 23, 1898. 
My Drar Joseruine: I am greatly shocked and pained 
by the sad intelligence contained in your note of last 
evening, just received. It is so unexpected—and it is 
seemingly so wrong that it should hav been so! But 
Mr. Heywood had nobly earned the right to be relieved 
from further service, however much we may need him, 

and the spirit of his life and his works still livs with us. 

Ever faithfully yours, 
Euizasera M., F. DENTON. 


į ` WINSTEAD, CONN., May 24, 1893. 
Drar Mrs; Heywoop: News of Mr. Heywood’s transi- 
tion reached me ten minutes ago, and I hasten to express 
to you my deep sympathy and kindest wishesfor you and 
your children. You will miss and mourn him much, but 
your great fortitude and profound philosophy will bear 
you up. He is beyond the reach of society and the law, 
and if there is a future life bis condition now is glorious 
beyond expression, and made so by a life of toil and 
suffering, persecution and ill-treatment, endured for the 
sacred cause of human liberty and faithfully pursued to 
the last. A great man hounded to death by ignorance 
and superstition; a blameless life lived for the welfare 3f 
the human race; a martyr to principle who faced poverty 
and ignominy, imprisonment and death for a great idea; 
a noble nature that scorned falsehood and deceit; a beau- 
tiful character that held love sacred, and Liberty above 
all price—this is our loss and the world’s loss, and for 
this we sorrow. All honor to the memory of your gifted 
and noble husband, and may you be comforted with the 
` knowledge that death is the renewal of life for him, and 
that by his good works his perfect heaven is gained. 
. Truly and sincerely yours, 
i L. V. Pinney. 


MonTtREAL, Can., May 28, 1893. 
DEAR JosEPHINE: Your telegram has brought me the 
sad tidings that Mr. Hey wood’s personal work in the body 
has ceased, though his words will go marching on, and if 
spirits do get a chance to work it is certain that his in- 
domitable energy and zeal will makethemselvs manifest. 
I deeply regret that the cause of freedom has lost his 
aid. It was to be hoped that for many years yet he would 
hay labored for Liberty, but persecution has done its 
work. However, he said enough to giv the death-blow 
to bigotry and tyranny. His pamphlets must be collected 
into a book and biographer must be found to at once 
put his life before the public in its true light. 
. Yours sincerely, Rost. 0, ADAMS, 


BREWSTER’S MUSEUM, CAMBRIDGE, Mass., } 

. . May 23, 1893. 5 

Drar Hermes: It was with surprise and sadness that I 
learned by this morning’s paper of the death of your dear 
father. I was not aware that he was ailing, and although 
he looked thin and careworn-when I last saw him at the 
station in Wellesley, yet he seemed so cheerful and in 
such good spirits that I supposed he was in the best of 
health and would liv to a good old age. 

Whether I agree with all his views or not is of little 
consequence. I always hav and shall still continue to 
reverence his name for the noble stand he took, and even 
defended with his liberty, in his efforts to instruct and 
uplift the human race, and in my opinion the time will 
come when his greatness will be known and appreciated 
by his persecutors (the masses of the people), as it is now 
by a few of his bereaved friends. - 

Dear Hermes, please convey to your mother, brother, 
and sisters the sincere sympathy of wife and self, for I 
know she would join me did she know I was writing. 

Sincerely yours, Sueiizy W. DENTON. 


120 Lexineron AvE., N. Y., May 24, 1893. 

Dzar Josie: Your telegram of the 238d was received 
last evening. I need not tell you it was a very great sur- 
prise to me, for I had a few moments’ conversation with 
Mr. Heywood ‘when he was here last, and I thought he 
was looking unusually well. 

If, Mr. Heywood’s views were correct in reference to 
the influences exerted by the spirits of the dead upon the 
minds of the living, he will probably make himself just 
as much felt in the new situation as heretofore; but with 
my own views less clear on this point, I very greatly re- 
gret that Mr. Heywood has left us. I wish you would 
say to all Boston friends that we feel very great sympa- 
thy with all of you in this bereavement. 

E. B. Foorts, 


Yours truly, 

Cmroaao, Ixu., May 29, 1898. 

Dear FRIENDS: Iam surprised and pained to hear of 
Mr. Heywood’s death. I regard it asa great loss to all 
of us, for any man who does his own thinking and is true 
to it is of benefit to mankind, especially one who has 
been so brave and endured so much as Mr. Heywood. I 
giv you and all his family my deepest sympathy. With 
all best wishes, Yours ever, SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 


The body was accompanied to Princeton on 
Thursday, May 25th, by the family and Wiliam 
Melvin, J. L. Buzton, of Milford; W. B. Wright, 
M. A. Warren, of Hudson; Mrs. Dr. Gilbert, Belle 
C. Schull, Dr. Sims, and Carl Friede. 

In the spacious rooms of the home at Princeton 
assembled the resident and visiting friends, and the 
few orthodox neighbors whose curiosity or sympa- 
thy was stronger than their prejudices and fear. 
Mr. Call, an orthodox minister, came and spoke 
with Mrs. Heywood and the children as they sat by 
Mr. Heywood’s head. 

All of the arrangements were of the simplest, 
and were in perfect harmony with the position of 
the family and with the views and life purposes of 
the dead man. 

Dr. C. H. Sims delivered this eulogy: 


We hav met to pay a last tribute of honor and respect 
to the remains of Ezra Hevwood; but, as long as the 
name and works of this unique scholar and philanthropist 
are remembered, our coming together will be an occasion 
of honor to ourselvs. 

_In him liberty, love, and light hav lost their most zeal- 
ous friend, His utterances and deeds were rich, ripe 
fruits of wisdom, patience, and charity. In the midst of 
wicked persecutions he maintained that liberty, reason. 
and right must prevail against force, oppression, and 
wrong. Hesaid: ‘‘Right livs through moral suasion, 
and evil dies with the conditions which produce it.” He 
knew that persecution and punishment fail in good re- 
sults—that truth and virtue can be jailed neither in nor 
out of the world. 

The state which has blackened his reputation and 
robbed him of liberty time and again must some day ac- 
knowledge his worth and do him honor. 

He preached eight hours a day, and worked sixteen. 
He believed in peace and plenty, but toiled in the cause of 
liberty through difficulties and poverty for himself and 
family. He was the disciple of love and liberty, the 
victim of hate and oppression. Some one said he is be- 
yond our prayers, and I join his little daughter Psyche 
in the reply: “ He is beyond our prisons, don’t need our 
prayers, nor even those of his pious persecutors.” 


Josephine S. Tilton, standing at the head of the 
casket, said : 

I must, before I part with my brother, rebuke Prince- 
ton folks for permitting Mr. Heywood to starve to death. 

The body was laid away in the family burial- 
ground. 

Josephine. Tilton writes: “ Heywood is not ‘at 
rest,’ but let us believe that his spirit is rejuve- 
nated.” E. C. Waker. 

Revere Station, Boston, Mass. g 


The Resurrection. 


“And when Abraham said, O Lord, show me how thou 
wilt raise the dead; God said, Dost thou not yet believe? 
He answered, Yea; but I ask this that my heart may rest 
at ease. God said, take therefore four birds, and divide 
them; then lay a part of them on every mountain; then 
call them, and they shall come swiftly unto thee: And 
know that God is mighty and wise” (Koran, Chap. IT). 


Abraham, the legend saith, 
Musing on the theme of Death, 
Iblis came with sad suggestion 
Of a faithless, vexing question— 
** How can he whose flesh at last 
Rides as dust on every blast, 
Hither, thither, far and wide, 
Be as though he ne’er had died?” 


Vexed, perplexed, and touched with doubt, 
The patriarch could not quite make out 
How the scattered atoms can ` 

Be restored to form of man. 

So unto his Lord he went 

In his dark bewilderment, 

Saying, ‘‘ God, thou wisest, best, 

Set my troubled mind at rest; 

Show me how the dead can rise— 

In what manner and what guise.” 


Allah, gently chidirg, said: 
** Thlis’s hes hav filled thy head; 
Yet, thou doubter of my words, 
Take, behead four different birds, 
Mince the bodies all together, 
Mingle flesh, blood, bone, and feather— 
Save their heads and nothing more— 
Parting then the mass in four, 
North and south four mountains seek, 
Lay one part upon each peak, 
Homeward then returning, cry, 
$ ‘ By the power of God most high, 
Birds, fly hither, hither fly.’” 


Then chose the patriarch from his stock 
A pea-fowl, raven, dove, and cock. 
Each head was from its body shorn, 
Each body into fragments torn, 

And flesh and feathers, blood and bone, 
Were shredded, pounded, mixed in one. 
Dividing then the mass in four, 

To separate peaks each part he bore. 


Returning homeward then, he cried 
To each bird that thus had died: 

‘t By the power of God most high, 
Pea-fowl, hither, hither, fly!” 
And as thus the patriarch said 
Forth he held the pea-fowl’s head, 
When the headless body flew 
And was joined at once thereto, 
And the pea-fow] in its pride 
Stood as just before it died, 


Then again the patriarch cried 
To the bird that thus had died, 
“ By the power of God most high, 

Hither, hither, raven, fiy!” 

And as thus the patriarch said, 
Forth he held the raven’s head, 
When the headless body flew 
And was joined at once thereto, 
And the raven croaked and cried 
Just as though it ne’er had died. 


Yet again the patriarch cried 
To the dove that thus had died, 
As he held its head above, 

“ Hither, hither fly, O dove, 
By the power of God most high, 
Hither, dove, oh, hither fiy!” 
Floating onward from above, 
Instantly, this headless dove 
With its head, itself supplied * 
Perfect as before it died. 


Yet again the patriarch cried 
To the cock that thus had died: 
“ God is God, there is but one; 
By his power, come hither, run!” 
Then the headless body sped, 
Joining to its former head; 
Flapped its wings upon its side, 
And crowed as though it ne’er had died. 


Thus Abraham’s heart at rest was set, 
But mine is troubled even yet. 
Harlan, Ia., Apr. 20, 1893. 


——»— 


J. K. P. BAKER. 


A roruraRr orator is telling a story about an 
Irishman who bowed low before a bronze figure of 
Jupiter and remarked: “I am told yees was 
wance king of heaven. Ye’re pretty low now, but 
av ever yees get back to heaven again ye must not for- 
get that I wasn’t too proud to shake hands with 
yees when yees was down.” Even so; the course 
of godship never did run smooth. It sometimes 
pothers us poor mortals no little to keep posted on 
the occupancy of the heavenly chair and pay our obei- 
sance in the proper quarter. Perhaps the liveliest 
jumping about to effect this end that any of us 
God’s-worms ever had to do was that of the 
English a few generations ago, when alternate en- 
thronings of Jehovah with his Bible on the one 
hand, and “the pope, the devil, and the Virgin 
Mary” on the other, kept those who retained an 
affection for their heads as briskly employed as 
peas ona griddle. Nowadays each god and god- 
ling seems «o enjoy a longer term in office, and 
hardly a human subject of average life is required 
to harrow up his soul with treasonous unsettlings ; 
unless he be a traveler, in which case he may hap 
to find an occasional change of deity as contributiv 
to his health as the change of clime. 


Prayer and Weather. 

Elder Berry: ‘‘Joblots is anxious to hav our theolog- 
ical students take a preliminary course in the weather 
bureau.” 

Dr. Thirdly: ‘‘What for?” | f 

Elder Berry: ‘‘ He says there isa lot in knowing the 
proper time to begin praying for rain.” 

oO 
A Wage Question. 

Elder Berry: ‘‘ Where the wages of sin are death there 
will be no striking for an increase.” : 
Joblots: ‘‘Certainly not; the demand will be for shorter 
hours.” 


` 
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Editorial Notes. 
J. E. Remsburg delivered thirty-five lectures 
during the month of May. 


Those who knew John Duncan will be grieved to 
know that seafaring people hav given up all hope 
of the White Star steamer Naronic, which left Eng- 
land last January, since which time she has not 


. been heard from. Mr. Duncan was chief engineer- 


He was a sturdy Freethinker, a brave and sensible 
man, aud whatever fate befell the ship we feel sure 
he acted his part nobly. He leaves a wife and 
children in Liverpool. 


—— a E 

Mr. D. S. Johnson, of Sioux. Falls, S. D., made 
us a pleasant call on his way to Norway, where he 
will remain a year. Mr. Johnson is one of the activ 
pushers of Freethought in his neighborhood, par- 
ticularly among his countrymen, and has translated 
several Freethought articles into Norwegian for their 
benefit, printing them in small pamphlets which can 
be had during his absence by addressing Olaf Haug- 
tro, Sioux Falls, S. D. 


The friends of Samos Parsons, of San Jose, Cal., 
neglected to notify us of the death of that brave 
old man, and we only learn the news from the 
Investigator. Mr. Parsons was in his ninetieth 
year when he died, and until a few weeks before 
his death had the possession of his mental and 
physical powers to a wonderful degree. Two 
months ago he commenced to break down and 
failed rapidly until the 15th of May, when he was 
stricken with apoplexy and in twenty-four hours he 
was no more. He realized for weeks that his end 
was near and said repeatedly: “My time is about 
up,” “I shan’t hold out much longer.” Also, “I 
hav no fear of death;” “I begin to think the grave 
is the best place for me, for I seem to need noth- 
ing now, but rest, rest.” Mr. Parsons was one of 
the most generously persistent supporters of Free- 
thought in the country, giving largely of his means 
each year, and bestowing good advice with fatherly 
freedom. His frequent admonishments made us 
love him, for the honesty of purpose and sincerity 
of desire to do good which pervaded them. He 
was good all through, and everybody will miss him. 
He should rest well. 


ee 
The debt on Talmage’s new tabernacle has been 
satisfied by the payment of twenty-three per cent 
of the amount. It wasa sharp piece of financial 
work on the part of Mr. Talmage. He declared 
that unless that amount was accepted he would 
leave the church. The creditors knew that without 
the clown a circus does not draw, and therefore 
does not pay,so they accepted it. Our contributor, 
Owen Jones, breaks into song in the Sun about the 
glad event and honorable transaction in these me- 
lodious verses: - 

‘“TALMAGE TRIUMPHANT! ! 

66 Det gloria in excelsis,’ 

Swelled six thousand voices bleht, 


While the giant organ thundered 
€ SAVED BY TWENTY-THREE PER CENT |’ 


“ Talmage smiled with heavenly rapture, 
Triumphs crowned the glad event: 
The Tabernacle now is saved! 
Saved by twenty-three per cent. 


‘“Did the guileless man of Nazareth, 
Who suffered death and homeless went, - 
Inculcate these church-building projects 
Based on twenty-three per cent? 


“ When the trump of doom shall echo 
And asunder graves are rent, 
Will the stern recording stylus 
Point to twenty-three per cent? 


‘To the mammoth temple builded 
With skill and honest labor spent, 
Were gathered in the saints who paid on 
Church debts twenty-three per cent? 


‘* Bidding church contractors chuckle 
With joy serene and sweet content, 
For treasured in the realms eternal 
They'd find their seventy-seven per cent.” 


World’s Fair Notes. 


Jubilate | jubilate/ the World’s Fair is open on 
Sunday. A great and a brilliant triumph has been 
won over bigotry. It was a happy day for thou- 
sands and thousands of people. How they 
thronged from every quarter, a quiet, orderly, and 
appreciative multitude—working people most of 
them apparently, for they had their lunches with 
them and sat down on boxes and benches in cosy 


nooks and enjoyed the feast in plain and economical 
fashion. They didn’t spend much money in amuse- 
ments, but roamed around, whole families, seeing 
all the wonders they could for the admission fee 
and not paying for extras. A large number it 
seems had not been present before, for constant 
inquiries were made of the Columbian Guards as to 
this and that building, etc. So the Fair this Sun- 
day has been a blessing to the very people it was 
intended for—those who can’t afford luxuries ; who 
must be careful of their expenditures, but still out 
of their sparse incomes can afford the fifty cents 
necessary to enter the grounds and for once in 
their lives see the greatest of human achievements. 
It was a grand festival occasion for the common 
people; one of the grandest days that in pomp and 
music has ever passed over this planet; a day full 
of meaning; an onward day, pointing to a bright and 
beautiful future; a day of hope; a day of justice; 
a day of liberty. Never has the ancient tyranny 
received a keener blow. Never has there been a 
more glorious rebuke» to intolerance and bigotry. 
I enjoyed it to the utmost as I wandered through 
these magnificent scenes, as I watched the flowing 
crowd ani studied the innumerable faces—saw the 
gay ranks of children, the glory of nature and of 
art, the bright unsalted sea, and the boundless sky. 
It was a combination and a form indeed which 
filled the heart with rapture. It was a poet’s 
dream, this gala time, and it was worth many a day 
of toil to witness this peaceful and splendid victory 
over a dark and cruel foe. And I know that while 
many wide and manifold influences have contributed 
to this auspicious hour, not one word ever 
spoken for freedom has failed to help this mighty 
result. Wherever that word has been spoken it 
has been a part of the onward force that has at 
length compelled bigotry to hide its diminished 
head. Not one but a thousand things have rolled 
on to this happy consummation. 

Quite a number of Liberals from East and West 
were together and shook hands beneath the flag 
and exulted in the gorgeous triumph; and a gor- 
geous triumph it was, with music and flags and 
every color under the sun mingling in splendid array. 
Through Italy and Germany we wandered and the 
glories of France. The electric lights flashed, the 
fountains played, and the great dome was illuminated. 
The Art Palace glowed with its thousand pictures. 
Over the lagoon swept the gaily decked vessels. 
The Midway Plaisance was crowded, and all the 
religions of the world met without a clash. The 
melodies of the East, strange and ancient, mingled 
with the noblest strains of to-day with a fantastic 
discord and harmony. Even the animals seemed 
to enjoy the spirit of the occasion and the lions 
sported gently as the lamb. All was life and 
motion save the machinery, which was “heavy and 
solemn” amidst the universal gladsome hubbub. 
Bigotry had a “cinch” on that. Not a wheel 
stirred. And the Government Building was bolted 
and barred in ominous silence. Not a flag floated. 
It should have been clothed in mourning. Poor 
Unele Sam has not won his liberty and could not 
join with the jubilant throng. The chains were 
about him and he must preserve a melancholy 
decorum and sit in sackcloth and ashes while the 
world rushed round about him in delightful medley. 
Poor fellow. I wonder if he will ever awake to a 
realizing sense of his ridiculous position. ` 

Let us understand, however, what this triumph 
means. It is not so deep and permanent as I could 
wish. It is a triumph to the eyes and to the heart; 
but not to the intellect. It is a splendid thing so 
far as it goes; one of the best things that has ever 
happened. It is a victory mainly on the surface, 
but that counts a good deal as the world now is. 
It is nota victory of ideas so much as of senti- 
ment; but a victory of sentiment is at times one of 
the worst blows that the church can encounter. 
Never have the old dogmas received a more telling 
defeat than this Sunday opening. 

It is in the first place, I admit, a triumph of the 
almighty dollar ôver almighty God, which shows 
that God is not quite so almighty as he used to be. 
Iam glad for the dollar. It has always been my 
good friend. It has helped in many a tussle—given 
me a good square meal, a night’s lodging, and 
covered my bare back. The dollar is not to be 
sneezed at. When it quits you it leaves a blessing 
behind. It is always welcome and never stays too 
long. It fills our home with ‘light, and when we 
travel it bears every burden. I like the dollar, sil- 
ver or gold or paper: I care not what it is, so long 
as it’s a dollar. As Dr. Sam Johnson says, 
“Nothing is more innocent than money-making. 


The man who makes money is doing the world a. 


benefit.” Now, the gates of the World’s Fair are 
open because there’s money in it, and wouldn’t be 
open if there wasn’t. It’s no use to deny this. 
The almighty dollar is our most potent ally, and I 
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am not ashamed to acknowledge the fact. If the 
almighty dollar can smash bigotry and superstition, 
I'm glad of it. It betokens an immense change. 
Time was when the dollar was the servant of the 
church absolutely. It flowed into the coffers of the 
church. It glittered at the feet of popes. . The 
church ruled even the money-making man, and 
made him keep holy days when he would rather 
be at work. The church for its own prestige could 
thwart any enterprise of wealth. The dollar is now 
free from that bondage. It snaps its fingers in the 
face of the church. It says business is business 
and don’t you forget it. Time was when a million 
dollars couldn’t violate a church ordinance.. What 
cares commerce or trade to-day for a church ordi- 
nance? In business matters the church must step 
aside. It can still baptize and marry and bury, but 
it can’t any longer “bull” or “bear” the market. 
On Wall street it is an absolute nonentity. The 
dollar patronizes the church, but takes no notice of 
its edicts. 

The dollar has opened the gates of the World's 
Fair right against the enormous clamor of the 
churches, and the dollar never did a better service 
to humanity. The very dollar upon which the 
churches have engraved “In God we trust,” that 
very dollar has knocked their God into smithereens. 
He disappears from the World’s Fair. He may 
bolt and bar the gates of Eden, but not the gates of 
Jackson park. The dollar says open sesame, and 
the dollar wins, and as between the dollar and 
the God of the Christians I take the dollar every 
time, and rejoice in its signal victory. The 
churches may howl as much as they wish against 
Sunday opening as a money-making scheme. This 
won't diminish the bitterness of their defeat. It 
simply shows that their once-willing slave is now 
their master. Why not rejoice amidst these 
glorious scenes? It is the triumph of one of my 
best friends over one of my worst foes. 

It must be remembered also that for this Sunday 
opening there is a tremendous public opinion which 
has actually set at defiance an act of Congress. I 
do not: know that anything like this has occurred in 
our country before. Generally there is respect for 
law, no matter how bad it may be. That is the 
charactaristic of the American people. It is sup- 
posed that they themselves make the laws, and 
hence the profound regard for a legislative act. So 
mighty, however, in this case is public opinion that 
it actually sets aside a Congressional enactment. 
Of course the enactment is unconstitutional, but it 
has not yet been so declared, and probably will not 
be by a legal process. It has been set aside by the 
force of public opinion in an unprecedented man- 
ner. Never has an act of Congress been so trampled 
upon, so utterly despised, as this. Never has the 
cowardice and hypocrisy of politicians been so 
thoroughly rebuked. Everyone who voted for 
Sunday closing must hide his headin shame. Even 
with all the reverence for law which exists in the 
minds of the people, this act has been annulled 
without legal formality. I am glad of it. Iam 
glad that a law so bad has been so royally set aside 
by the will of the people, a law so bad that without 
any appeal to courts for justification it is spit.upon 
and disdained, while the bigots howl in helpless 
wrath with a whole government to back them up. 
Although the churches cry for it, yet the govern- 
ment dare not bring out a single coldier to enforce 
its own enactment. If it did there would be a 
revolution at once, for the people of this country 
would not endure an armed array in support of a 
law so odious. Public opinion oftentimes overrides 
an old law without waiting for its formal repeal, 
but I do not know of any case where a law of Con- 
gress, within less than a year after its passage, has 
been so overwhelmingly sat down upon, and with 
such a joyous recklessness, by the people. It shows 
what a trivial support it had in the hearts of the 
masses, and that they would not endure this imper- 
tinence on the part of Congress. I believe in the 
referendum, and the referendum has been applied 
here in delightful fashion—rather irregular, per- 
haps, but effective all the same. 

The churches must see how vastly public opinion 
is against them when even with the law upon their 
side they must haul down their flag. To me it en- 
hances the glory of the victory we have won. It 
would have been a great thing to have had public 
opinion open the gates anyway, but to have public 
opinion open the gates with an act of Congress 
arrayed against it speaks volumes as to the extent 
and depth and earnestness of that public opinion 
—that it is not a momentary feeling, but a per- 
manent conviction. Still a long political battle is 
before us. The World's Fair will come and go like 
a gorgeous Vision, but the government abides, and 
the government is against us—the government 
which we support; the government which is our 
representative. In that which concerns our dear- 


est rights we have been defeated. The churches 
are intrenched in national legislation. They have 
Congress and the Supreme Court. Legally, they 
may win yet, but whether the injunction is granted 
or not, it still remains that we are politically de- 
clared to be a Christian government and a Christian 
people, and our liberties are in greater danger than 
ever before. This surface victory, good as it is, 
must not blind us to the deeper issues whereon we 
- have suffered a loss of freedom. The vast educa- 
tional influences of the World’s Fair will help us. 
The Sunday opening will be a beautiful lesson. 
Our spear is wreathed with flowers while it strikes 
deep, but let us not farget that the enemy is in- 
trenched in the law of the land and that an arduous 
and prolonged contest is before us and that this 
victory will be worse than useless if we don’t follow 
it up and dislodge the church from its political 
power. Superstition lowered and gloomed at us 
from the Government Building last Sunday—it 
looked like a sepulcher. We must open that build- 
ing and fill it with sunshine every day, and until 
we do so our work is far from being accomplished. 
THE ART PALACE. 

The Art Palace is the paradise of the Exposition. 
One might linger for a day and a year in these many 
halls, and never grow weary of the expressive scenes 
any more than we could grow weary of so many 
` living friends, for these pictures speak in the thousand 
forms that appear amidst nature’s variable and 
vivid aspects. What glory of form we see, so lithe, 
so strong, so graceful, quivering with every emo- 
tion that the human heart has ever experienced. 
What a world of passion is about us in king and 
peasant, in soldier and priest, in fair maiden and 
royal woman, in lover and hero. The battle-field 
surges; the ship is in the storm; the sea shore 
stretches away; the forest, with glints of light, 
extends measureless; the harvest fields glow; the 
river glimmers in a landscape of soft color; the 
mermaid on the rock watches the glittering billows; 
the child sleeps in the shadows of the greenwood ; 
the morning and the evening meet each other with 
contrasting beauty, while mountain and shore, in 
ever-varying, and ever-entrancing prospect, lead 
one on & boundless journey. 

There are also angels with wings; but I have no 
liking for such strange, abnormal, impossible affairs. 
I see no beauty in them, and they are rapidly dis- 
appearing from the realms of art. The great 
pictures in this collection are those which represent 
life, and generally lowly human life. > 

It is the mission of Art to unfold reality—what 
is in our every-day surroundings. The pope is 
here in brilliant colors; but what is he compared 
to a blooming little child? It is the picture of 
humble scenes of life upon which we look with the 
greatest admiration. The crowds do not linger 
about the portraits of great men, and displays of 
palatial grandeur; but about some garden or 
meadow, or thatched cottage, or fireside, where bits 
of human nature make the jewels of the scene. 
Art is thoroughly democratic to-day and disdains 
not the common path of toil and excellence. 

There are thousands of pictures here and hun- 
dreds of statues in bronze and marble, and one 
might travel miles before he could become familiar 
with the masterpieces and be able to describe them. 
There was never so vast a collection before and so 
many superior productions. I can only give the 
barest sketch of what I see—only impressions, not 
delineations. Like the hues of sunset float these 
entrancing pictures in my mind. I study and 
brood over the “Sale of a Slave,” where a beautiful 
naked woman is exposed to the gaze of a rude but 
royal purchaser; the “Passing of a Ring,” where a 
group of children are engaged in that merry game; 
“The Fishmonger,” with his wonderful display 
of fishes, most accurately painted; “The Horse 
Fair at Rotterdam;” “November Sunshine,” a 
lovely landscape view ; “ Alone in the World,” where 
an old man sits by the bedside of his dead wife; 
« Miners on Strike,” a pathetic, turbulent scene; 
“The Outpost,” a military picture; “South Dux- 
bury Clam Diggers,” a vivid sketch of shore life; 
“Washing Day,” the woman laboring at the tub 
and the little baby playing about; “Glad Spring,” 
a brilliant view of “the ethereal mildness;” ‘The 
White Sail,” a ship glimmering on bright, silent 
waters beside a wooded shore; “ The Interior of a 
Cow House,” the buxom maids at the milking-stool, 
the patient animals in the stalls, a Swedish scene, 
with fine coloring ; “ The Grandfather,” an old man 
walking with a little child; “The Yarn,” a rugged 
sailor telling stories to a squad of boys and girls; 
“« The Maidens’ Race,” a circle of fair contestants in 
bathing costume apparently ready for the start; “A 
Forest of Beech Trees,” an exquisite woodland 
scene; “Flower-Gathering in the South of France,” 
where real roses seem bursting into bloom; 
“Children at Play,” in which the cat takes part 
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with the little folks; “The First Born,” a mother 
and tiny infant in her arms; “ Early Snow,” a shin- 
ing winter landscape; “A Good Haul,” a fisher- 
men’s crowd happy at their luck; “Once Upon a 
Time,” a venerable story-teller among little children ; 
‘A Fisherman’s Home,” in which all the parapher- 
nalia of his occupation is gathered about him as he 
sits and smokes, after supper I suppose. 
Chicago, Til. Samvst P. Pournam. 


A Card. 


While Liberals are thoroughly united as to prin- 
ciples, there are oftentimes differences of opinion 
as to the best methods of carrying out these prin- 
ciples, but so far as the Freethought World’s Fair 
Congress is concerned these differences hav- been 
happily adjusted, and there is now harmonious ac- 
tion. I hav conferred with the directors of the 
American Secular Union and it has been arranged 
to hold a united International Freethought Con- 
gress at Chicago October next, under the auspices 
of the Freethought Federation of America, the 
American Secular Union, and the Canadian Secular 
Union, and I hav no doubt that a most successful 
Congress will be held, and that thousands of 
Liberals will be present from all parts of the world. 
We Americans who hav the noble privilege of con- 
ducting this Congress must giv a generous welcome 
to our foreign allies. I am sure that no one will 
be remiss in this matter and that the friends and 
supporters of the Federation, of the American Sec- 
ular Union, and the Canadian Secular Union 
will rally to this common work and each 
do his level best. Under this arrangement Mr. 
John R. Charlesworth will remain secretary of the 
Federation. Mr. Gustave Nelson will act as foreign 
corresponding secretary and in conjunction with 
the officers of the American Secular Union and 
Canadian Secular Union we shall all labor unceas- 
ingly for the success of this great and united Con- 
gress of the Liberals of America. 

Samvrt P. Pournam. 


International Congress of Freethinkers. 


That unity of action, so much desired by the 
Freethought organizations of the United States and 
Canada, that union of forces that shall secure the 
success of the forthcoming Congress, has now been 
formulated and ratified by the officers of the Fed- 
eration and the American Secular Union, who met 
in joint conference for this purpose at the rooms 
of Dr. Grier on the 31st ult. It was felt by all 
present that a joint Congress would be attended 
by far greater results, than to hav two separate 
Congresses at different times and places. After a 
short discussion over the situation of affairs, the 
following resolution was drawn up and presented 
to the conference, the same being unanimously 
adopted : 

Wuerezas, The American Secular Union has been 
making arrangementa for a joint Congress with the Cana- 
dian Secular Union, and as the Freethought Federation 
of America is arranging for an International Congress of 
precnket to be held in September next. Therefore, 

° Resolved, That an International Congress, under the 
auspices of the Freethought Federation, the American 
Secular Union, and the Canadian Secular Union, shall be 
held as a substitute for the two aforesaid Congresses, to 
be presided over by the presidents of the three societies 
on alternate days or sessions; and that all the arrange- 
ments for the said Congress shall be made by the officers 
of the three said societies and such other persons as they 
in joint committee may agree upon. 

This paved the way for a consolidation of our 
ranks. The two Congresses will now be merged 
into one, and with the harmonious action ‘of all 
parties concerned we are now assured of the great- 
est and grandest meeting that has ever honored the 
cause of human freedom in matters where religion 
and religious influences are concerned. 

The following committees hav been appointed to 
carry on the work of the Congress and arrange the 
matter in detail: 

Committee of arrangements: John R. Charles- 
worth and E. C. Reichwald for the Federation ; 
Judge Waite and Mr. Freeman for the Secular 
Union, with such other persons as the Canadian 
Secular Union may hereafter name and appoint. 

Committee on finance: Geo. L. Robertson for the 
Federation, Dr. Greer for the Secular Union, with 
such other persons as the Canadian Secular Union 
may hereafter name and appoint. 
` These committees will meet regularly and fre- 
quently, as the greater number of them are already 
They are well known by the Liberal 
public as earnest workers in our cause, and they 
should certainly gain and be guaranteed the con- 
fidence and support of all Freethinkers. Hach so- 
ciety will maintain its own identity and will con- 
tribute its share toward the general and all 
necessary expenses incurred. This movement, I 
know, will meet with the approval of all Free- 
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thinkers who are interested in the better success of 
the cause of Freethought. 

The Federation now strongly urges its members 
and friends to do all they can to help us along. 
Let there be no more delay, but realize that now is 
the time for action. As the church parsons tell us, 
“Now is the accepted time for salvation,” and, 
friends, the Federation may add, “Now is the ac- 
cepted time to save yourselvs from that system 
which givs unnecessary wealth to the sleeper, while 
it does not giv sufficient to the worker to sustain 
his strength.” 

In response to our appeals for help the following 
donations and letters of encouragement hav been 
received : 


New Yors, May 29, 1893. 

Mr. Joun R. CHARLESWORTH, Dear Sir: I read with 
pleasure your announcement in the last TRUTH SEEKER 
relating to the International Congress of Freethinkers. 
and I hope that Freethinkers throughout the United 
States at least will not only respond with the necessary 
funds to carry forward the project, but also honor the 
occasion with their presence if possible.’ I desire to con- 
tribute $25 toward the Freethinkers’ Congress, and as { 
hav no ambition at all for official honors, I wish you 
would put in place of my name on the list of vice- 
presidents the name of Prof. J. H. Cook, of Columbus, 
Kan. Professor Cook can hardly spare from his limited 
means a contribution, however small, and this is largely 
owing to the sacrifices he has made of his material in- 
terests to the cause of human progress. I wish too that 
the name of our friend Hacker might appear in the list 
of vice-presidents. Perhaps some Liberal with a. 
plethoric pocket-book will pay the $25 necessary to giv 
him the prominence he so greatly deserves for his long: 
life of work in the cause of humanity. E. B. Foorr. 


Dr. Foote’s generosity and timely assistance to 
the Freethought cause for years past is too well 
known among the Liberal community to need fur- 
ther comment from me. His pen has done valua- 
ble service for mankind, while his genius and his 
purse hav ever been free and open when needed. 
It is needless to say that Dr. Foote’s wishes shall 
be gratified. ' 

We hav also received the following from New 
York city: 

New York Crry, May 29, 1893. 

Jonn R. CHARLESWORTH, Esq., Secretary Freethought 
Federation of America, Dear Sir: Inclosed is a check 


for $25, my contribution to the objects of the Federation. 
Yours truly, Henry M. TABER. 


Thos. F. Vanasek, of New Prague, Minn., has 
also sent us $2, and desires two of the Federation 
buttons mentioned in our previous letter. 

Thus the necessary means are being generously 
given to the good cause, and we eat that our 
friends will giv us all the support they can and help 
us in this worthy cause. 

The committee of arrangements will hold its 
next meeting on the 6th inst., when the program 
will be arranged and the list of speakers made out 
for publication. , 

Many Freethinkers hav already visited Chicago 
and the Fair. Each day brings some enthusiastic 
soldier to the headquarters of the Federation, and 
calls to giv us words of hope and encouragement. 

These hav announced their intention of coming 
again to attend the Congress. 

An attempt will be made to secure a hall in the 
Art Institute, and the date of the Congress must 
now be guided by the exigencies of the occasion. 

.All particulars, details, and information relativ 
to the newer arrangements shall be published as 
soon as the committee hav decided thereon. 

Joun R. CHARLESWORTH, 
Sec. Freethought Federation of America. 
345 W. Randolph st., Chicago, Lil. 


What Mr. Griswold Thinks of Mr. Putnam’s New Book. 


ELMIRA, N. Y., Tune 4, 1893. 
Mr. E. M. Macponazp: Last Sunday and this Sun- 
day I hav very carefully read and reread ‘‘ Religion a 
Curse, Religion a Disease, and Religion a Lie.” Briefly 
I want to say just here and now it is one of the most 
religion-destroying publications ever published since the 
writing of the ‘‘Age of Reason.” I hereby proclaim 
Samuel P. Putnam, in behalf of this most magnificent 
production, the Thomas Paine of this decade of the nine- 
teenth century. One million copies should be circulated 
in this country at once, and through the whole world. 
What can you furnish me one dozen copies for? I bav 
already a few copies spoken for. L. D. GRISWOLD. 
[We will supply the book by the dozen for $2.— 
Ep. T. 8.] $ 


m 


Geo. W. Childs Seems to Approve Mr. Bell’s Work. 
From the Public Ledger. 

The Truth Seeker Company, No. 28 Lafayette place, 
New York, publish a ‘‘ Hand-book of Freethought,” a 
condensed and systematized mass of evidence against 
ecclesiastical superstition. The extracts hav been se- 
leeted by W. S. Bell, from the works of Draper, Buckle, 
Gibbon, Herschel, Sir William Thompson, and Glad- 
stone. The arrangement of the material is excellent. 
The same company publishes ‘‘The Resurrection of 
Jesus,” an Agnostie’s view, by Don Allen. we 

> 


Please renew your subscription and obtain an- 
other subscriber. , 
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betters of Friends. 


A Victory Shout. 

Ermma, N. Y., May 17, 1893. 
To E. M. MACDONALD AND THE LIBERAL 
Worup: Hurrah fcr an absolute Sunday 
opening. The Sabbatarians hav been 
routed and now ‘‘refuse to be comforted.” 

Yours for Justice and Liberty, 
L. D. GRISWOLD. 


A Boy Who Will Help Push the World 
Along. 
. AsPEN, CoL., Apr. 26, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: I send subscription and 
twenty-five cents for ‘‘ Crimes of Preach- 
ers.” My son Oscar said, ‘‘Papa, don’t 
stop THE TRUTH SEEKER.” 
E. J. KINDRIOK. 


It Stands Four-Square to the World. 
Pry{Įmovra; Micu., May 22, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: I hav taken your paper 

since Mr. Bennett first published itin the 

West, and cannot get along without it, as 

the paper has always stood four-square to 
the world. “Yours"truly, A, Buaox, 


Don’t Be Afraid of Your Wives. 

Lurcusure, Pa., May 25, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: Everybody who sees Tur 
Terura SerKER would like to havit. Some 
are afraid of their wives, etc., but I think 
we will hav some more of these people 
subscribe for it soon. The name I send is 
of a good man, and one of the most intel- 
lectual men in this town, a Freethinker 

out and out. l Z. W. TINEER. 


Cheating, and Then Praying Out of It, 
Is Growing Unpopular. 
Sxpney, O., May 20, 1893. 
Mr. Eprtor: Inclosed please find $5— 
$3 for renewal to Tue Trura SEEKER, the 
grandest paper ever printed, and the only 
one suitable to train the human mind; the 
balance for Helen Gardener’s ‘‘ Men, 
Women, and Gods,” in cloth, and ‘‘Old 
Testament Stories Comically Illustrated.” 
Lying, cheating, and stealing, and then 
praying out, is about played out. 
Yours for liberty, A, H. Emuny. 


High Praise of Putnam’s World’s Fair 
Letters. 

Knicut’s Ferry, Cau., May 25, 1898. 

Mr. Eprror: Inclosed please find two 
years’ subscription. 

Putnam is doing a grand work. His 
first letter onthe Fair is well worth a 
year’s subscription to your paper. I place 
every copy where it will bear fruit, Iam 
surprised to find how many silent Liberals 
there are, who for fear of being boycotted 
in their business will not show their hand. 

Success to your good efforts. 

Yours fraternally, H. R. Somr. 


Would Use Vanderbilt’s Wealth for the 
Cause. 
{Ravenna, Miom., May 25, 1893. 
Mr. Eprtor: I am and always hav been 
a Liberal, and am anxious to help the 
cause of Freethought, and if I had the 
wealth of the Vanderbilts I would spend 
the bulk of it in helping the cause. But 
with my income of daily wages I cannot 
do very much; but will inclose a list of 
three-months subscribers to the amount of 
$6. Our people here are mostly Liberal, 
but think the cause is coming out best and 
do not interest themselvs in regard to it 
further than in their own social chats, 
James F. Treprrs. 


Wishes Failure to a Tyrannically Gov- 
erned Fair. 
Wauarcom, Wass., May 28, 1893, _ 
Mr. Eprror: On the 20th of this month 
the repcrt arrived here in Whatcom that 
the gates of the Fair should be closed on 
what the gulls call the Sabbath, and the 
consequence is, in this part of the sphere 
there are seventy-two, up to this date, that 
intended to visit the Fair, that will not go 
on that account, and myself and wife are 
of that number, and I think that at least 
one hundred and thirty that would hav 
gone in June and July will not go, and 
two-thirds of the above now hope that it 
will be a failure as far as visitors are con- 
cerned, J. Y. COLLINS, 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, JUNE 10, 1893. 


Don’t Hire Out Your Thinking to a Class 
Opposed to Progress. 
Ocaza, Fua., May 10, 1898. 

Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find $1.50 for 
six months’ subscription commencing 
from the date when my former subscrip- 
tion expired. The paper pleases me. You 
are doing good work in publishing Tue 
TRUTH SEEKER, which in turn is enlight- 
ening and freeing the minds of people 
susceptible to reason and opposed to an- 
cient superstition in this age, calling on 
the people to think for themselvs and not 
to delegate it to priests or preachers, and 
not to hav a paid and privileged class, 
mostly opposed to human progress and en- 
tirely out of date. 

Please send cataleg of publications of 
the Truth Seeker Company. 

Jons M. Howanzp. 


He Works for Human Advancement as 
Much as for Pecuniary Return. 
KRK VELE, Mo., May 29, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: J. E. Remsburg has been 
here, and while here delivered three lect- 
ures, entitled ‘‘False Claims,” ‘‘The 
Sunday Question,” -and ‘‘Bible Morals.” 
His audiences were good. It would be 
useless for me to speak of his ability in 
the field in which he is employed, for his 
ability as a worker in the Liberal cause 
and in the line of Human Advancement is 
well known to the readers of your paper. 
If encomiums were an injury to the man 
he would hav been ruined long ago. I 
cannot conceive how he can travel over 
the country from point to point, with such 
great distances between, for the small 
sum for his services which he asks. It is 
evident that pecuniary gain is not his only 
object. His work is of great benefit to 
Humanity, and he should be kept con- 
stantly employed and well paid. 
Fraternally, Wm, Hart. 


Explanation Wanted of a Holy Mystery. 
New Yors, May 28, 1898. 

Mr. Eprror: My attention has been 
drawn to a sermon preached the other 
evening in the Universalist church at 
Rochester, N. Y., by the Rev. Mr. Wal- 
dron, wherein he said, ‘‘It seems to me 
that the doctrin which represents God as 
crucifying himself in atonement for the 
sins of man is a terrible one.” He also 
said, ‘‘I hav adopted another principle, 
and that is the principle of reason and 
conscience.” Such sentiments show the 
progress of Freethought. 

It has been a mystery and a stumbling- 
block to me, as well as to many, how one 
God could be three persons—Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghost. As I am ignorant in 
such matters, cannot some of your able 
correspondents in ‘‘Letters of Friends” 
shed some light on the subject? In John 
x, 80, Jesus says, “I and my father are 
one.” If that be the case, God was 
crucified. These questions should be 
answered or explained for the edification 
of the ignorant. S. R., THORNE. 
Fights “‘God-Agents*? and ‘‘Hell-Peo- 

ple.” 
Muppiesoro, Mass., May 15, 1893. 

Mr, Eprror: Inclosed find $2, for which 
send me Tex TRUTH, SEEKER for four 
months, and ‘‘Hard Knocks at Chris- 
tianity,” ‘‘ Infidel Death-Beds,” ‘‘ Infidels 
and Charity,” ‘‘Crimes of Preachers,” and 
‘ Bible Morals.” 

During my stay in Lowell last winter I 
made it pretty hot for several reverends. 
Besides public discussions insome churches 
and through the pressI made it a point to 
tackle these God-agents after every: meet- 
ing I could attend, where at least some 
twenty or twenty-five would gather to 
hear what was going on, and thus would 
reap some benefit. I always took their 
orthodox text, or some statement that 
they had made, and stuck to it till they 
had to admit that the eye of common 
sense could not see it, it required the 
‘spiritual eye” (of superstition), I find 
this a better way than to say a little on 
each one of their points of faith, for the 
moment you break a link in their creed 
the whole thing falls to the ground, I 
shall be in Fall River for some time to 
come, and intend to make it still hotter for 
these hell-people. 

I am a young French Canadian of 
twenty-one years. 


verted” to my present faith by the study 
of theology. Instead of turning out to be 
a minister for a God and hell, I hav and 
shall be as long as I liv a minister of hu- 
manity. My education in two languages 
will giv me two strings to my bow. I will 
not.forget my race. A, AvaER. 


Wants to Prosecute Disturbers of His 
Sabbath. 
Crooxston, Mns., May 21, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: Inclosed please find postal 
note for $3.50, for one year’s subscription 
to THz Trura SEEKER to be sent to the 
new subscriber inclosed, and ‘‘ Old Testa- 
ment Stories Comically Illustrated,” to be 
sent to me. 

I am very well pleased with your paper. 
It is simply ‘‘immense.” Long may it 
wave. I hav followed the Chapman- 
Wettstein discussion with a great deal of 
interest, They both argue their case 
'well. I of course’ hav to side with Wett- 
stein, as I hav only five senses and cannot 
see spirits yet. To prove that nothing is 
something will not work by common 
sense or five senses. Faith, or the sixth 
sense, is a necessary factor to use when 
one undertakes to prove that an impossi- 
ble thing is possible. 

Your paper generally reaches me Sunday 
morning, and I sit down at home in my 
easy-chair and finish it at once, though 
somewhat disturbed by the tolling of a 
church-bell near by. Don’t you think I 
ought to arrest them for breaking the 
Sabbath ? ELIAS STEENERSON. 


The American Eagle is Sitting on Puri- 
tanical Eggs. 
Hanoverton, O., May 15, 1893. 

Mr. Eprtor: I send you $3 to renew my 
paper, and twenty-five cents for Mr. 
Putnam’s ‘pamphlet entitled ‘‘Religion a 
-Curse, Religion a Disease, Religion a Lie ” 
—every word of which is true. And thou- 
sands of people know it, but I believe that 
Mr. Putnam is about the only man in the 
field who has the stamina to tell it. And 
then he does it so lucidly, and proves it 
beyond the possibility of doubt. Hurrah 
for Putnam! He is a brave and a fearless 
champion, a little giant. 

I hope the voting Federation will soon 
be in working order. There is nothing 
that will disconcert the enemy so much as 
a good large vote against their trickery. 
When we can roll up a vote that givs us the 
balance of power we shall hav effectually 
spiked their guns. We must knock the 
props from under them by political action. 
It is useless to argue with a man who has 
swallowed hell-fire and brimstone and the 
rest of the Bible rot. And then the Ameri- 
can eagle is sitting on puritanical eggs 
which will tend to embolden the hypo- 


critical dudes and increase their propensity | 


for debauchery and crime. 
J. T, Jonnson. 


Are Most Physicians Infidels ? 
RENNSELAER Fats, N. Y., 
May 29, 1893. 

Mr. Enprror: I inelose a letter from the 
Medical Brief, and my reply thereto. 

C. C. Van Waters, M.D. 
ARE A MAJORITY OF PHYSICIANS AND SUB- 
GEONS INFIDELS? 

PILLSBURY, Minn. 

From time to time statements appear in 
the public prints, especially those of a 
certain class, claiming that a vast majority 
of the medical profession are not only 
non-professors of religion, but unbeliev- 
ers in the doctrins of the Christian relig- 
jon. I believe this to be a gross libel. To 
the extent of my acquaintance, the ma- 
jority is greatly the other way. 

I orld like to hav the question settled 
so far as the thousands of readers of the 
Brief are concerned. Will each physi- 
cian who reads this at once write mea 
postal card answering these questions: 

1. Do you believe in the Christian re- 
ligion? 

2. Do you profess it? 

3. Are you a church-member? 

The facts, without the names, will be 
reported for the Brief, 

J. F. Looxs, M.D. 
RENNSELAER Farris, N. Y., 
May 29, 1893. 

J. F. Loox, M.D., Pillsbury, Minn., 
Dear Sir: Respecting your three ques- 
tions about the Christian religion, I can 
answer them all with a big No. 

Reason: The pillars of Christianity are 
mythical, to wit: Creation of Adam, rib 


I hay been ‘con- | taken from side and Eve made, fall of 


man through snake talking with Eve, 
saved from fall through Christ as God 
(but who was he? Of virgin birth, re- 
ported by dream to hav been begotten by 
a ghost, Mary was the mother of God, 
but who was his father ?). ` l 
These are interesting problems for the 
nineteenth-century medical man to solve, 
They sound absurd; but they must be 
believed. ‘‘He that believeth not shall 
be damned.” OC, ©. Vax Waters, M.D. 
How to Promis Money to the Church, 
Cantrin, IA., May 6, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: My subscription is out. I 
send you $2—$1 to go on the paper and 
the other for ‘‘ The Brain and the Bible,” 
by C. E. Beall. I like your paper very 
well. I like the independence of thought 
and liberty. 
I will state a little argument I had with 
a member of the Methodist church here in 
Cantril. The church has been built for 
several years and not paid for until this 
last February, when this member of the 
church was around with a petition to get 
people to subscribe so much money payable 
in ten days. He asked me for $10. He 
could not get that. Then he said he 
would take $6, but if I could not giv that 
he must hay $5 anyhow. ‘‘ Well,’ said I, 
“I will tell you what I will do.” ‘‘ Well,” 
said he, ‘‘what is it?” ‘‘If you will get 
your minister next Sunday to read the 
thirty-eighth chapter of Genesis to his 
congregation before he commences his 
discourse I will giv you $5.” ‘All right, 
I will hav him to do it.” But he has not 
read it yet, and I do not think he will. 
This member, understand, has belonged 
to the Methodist Episcopal church forty 
years and had never read this chapter, and 
I think there are lots of others that hav 
done the same thing. And still if you ask 
them if they believe ail that is in the Bible, 
“ Why, yes, certainly I do.” And when 
you pin them down to it then they will 
own up that they never did read it 
through. ‘How can they understand what 
is in the Bible when they never read it? 
I doubt very much that they understand 
what they do read. ‘ 
This hell-fire theory is cooling down 
some in places. It depends on the latitude 
where a man livs. Down south the 
preachers teach that hell is seven times as 
hot as a smelting furnace, but up north 
in a cold climate the preachers teach that 
hell is so cold that a man will freeze to 
death in five minutes. So you see it 
depends altogether on the latitade a man 
livs in as to the warmth and coldness of 
religion. ALEX. Frx. 


An Ex-Catholic’s Thoughts As He Thinkg 

; for Himself. 

Virus Grove, CoL., May 28, 1893. 

Mr. Enprror: I received all the books I 
sent for. I am so glad to get sucha good 
lot of books. Thank you enough I can 
not. But your paper is above the rest of 
this world in truth and reason and justice 
—with your Picture Books—and I do hope 
and believe that you are going to save thig 
world from old creeds and superstition, 

I was raised a Catholic in Scotland, and 
was a kind of a one till five years ago the 
doubt struck me that there was no God, 
I borrowed a Bible and read the Revela- 
tion of St. John. I read it all through, 
and became an Infidel and Freethinker 
for as long as I liv. I believe in spirits 
and that I hav a soul that never dies. 

THe TRUTH SEEKER is the grandest 
paper that ever was printed for showing 
the error of Christianity. 

Sir, I am going to tell you what I be- 
lieve and what I do not believe. There ig 
no creator, no supreme being, only force 
and matter. And I believe force and 
matter could not make a world alone with- 
out fire from some place, for the reason 
it would not be hard or solid enough like 
this world of ours. Fire must take place 
to burn it in the center to make the first 
sun. Force and matter attracted allatoms 
to themselvs. Supposing a spirit of some 
kind grew out of the fire with a will and 
mind of his own like the animals round us 
all the time, that beast or spirit with the 
help of force and matter might first make 
the world out of the sun, and continue al] 
the time, and when animals and man grew 
out of matter, as Darwin says, and that 
spirit grew out of the fire, commence to 
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punish all creatures that liv on earth, and 
man worth more than all the rest. To de- 
ceive mankind is all he wants—to make 
them believe he is a God and creator of the 
world. I believe he is the fire and sun 
making worlds, and made the worlds of 
our solar system in two atoms, he and she. 

- I believe our sun is dying, and the beast 
or spirit and a devil or Satan are trying to 
conquer this world of ours to make it a 
world of devils in place of angels. The 
Freethinkers of this world must be-up and 
doing all they can for liberty and freedom 
to save the world from Catholics. That is 
all the danger, and Protestants. I believe 
the Truth Seeker Company are doing all 
they can. Helen H. Gardener’s books are 
the best I ever read. I need not mention 
any more of THe TRUTH SEEKER’s books. 
They are beyond: praise, only that the 
Editor, E. M. Macdonald, and Watson 

. Heston are unparalleled. 

There are different names for Gods in 
this world. Jesus the Christ is the head 
devil, God and Satan in one, with three 
spirits, devils, one on the earth, one in the 
air, and one in the sea; the black from the 
earth, the gray the air, the red from the 
sea. They work together lying and de- 
ceiving. They want to let no one out of 
Christianity. They will steal his money 
if he has any. They will try to make him 
poor all they can and make him commit 
suicide or kill him, : i 

Your friend in truth and liberty forever, 

Duearp MoDoNALD. 


An Appeal to Women. 
SISTERSVILLE, W. Va., May 15, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: Bigotry still survives. Last 
Thursday, May 11th, the Methodist 
preacher of this place and five of the sisters 
approached an apple and lemonade stand, 
- which a little crippled boy had opened on 
the street a few days previous, and called 
for lemonade: While the little cripple was 
filling the order, the preacher inquired: 
‘© Well, boy, you don’t mean to keep your 
stand open Sundays, do you?” “Why, 
yes,” answered the boy; ‘‘Iintend to keep 
it open every day when I can sell my 
goods.” ‘* Well,” said the preacher, turn- 
ing to the sisters, ‘* let us go down to that 
other stand; this boy intends to keep his 
stand open Sundays.” So saying, the 
reverend gentleman (?) turned away with- 
out the lemonade he had ordered, and the 
five women followed him like a group of 
slaves following their master. 

What narrow-minded uncharitableness 
and contemptible, short-sighted bigotry 
that act showed on the part of the 
preacher; and what unwomanly fear and 
` submission, and cringing, slavish obedi- 
ence on that of those women! 

Would that lemonade hav tasted better 
or been more nourishing if the boy had 
promised to close his stand on Sunday? 
Or, if those ladies had drank it, would 
their health or their ‘‘ souls” hav been in 
peril when the boy opened his stand the 
following Sunday? 

O that our female friends would place 
their foot upon the neck of the viper 
(preacher) that has so long entangled them 
in its poisonous folds, and made them 

cringing menials and ignorant slaves! 

’ Now, I wish every female Freethinker 
who can write (and I think there are none 
who cannot) would take her pen and giv 
to the world her honest convictions upon 
` religion, and her reasons for such belief. 
There are thousands of Liberal ladies in 
this country who could, by a little writing, 
make a deeper impression on the hearts of 
their religion-cursed sisters than was ever 
made by the pen or eloquence of man. 
They would command more confidence 
and their writings would be more trust- 
ingly read than are those of men. We hav 
some ladies in our ranks who are doing 
noble work, for which we should all feel 
grateful, but we want more. 

The writings of men are all right for the 
conversion of other men, but they cannot 
reach the female heart, and those very men 
who are doing their utmost to free our 
‘women from clerical bondage are looked 
upon with distrust or hatred by the very 
ones to whom they hav dedicated their 
lives. 

Another drawback is, that nine-tenths 
of the men who, in their hearts, are con- 
firmed ‘‘Infidels” refrain from expressing 
their opinions, because, at the present 
time, it is notso popular to be an ont- 


spoken ‘‘ Infidel ” as it is to be a pretended 
Christian. 

That is wrong. Let every person who 
entertains Liberal ideasexpressthem. We 
hay the same right to do so that the 
Christians hav; and the sooner the world 
at large knows our real strength the sooner 
the church will lose its influence, and the 
sooner we will be on the popular side. 

In this town, Sistersville, of about 
twenty-five hundred inhabitants, where 
every third or fourth man isa ‘‘silent” 
skeptic, I know not a single woman who is 
an avowed ‘‘Infidel,” and the men are 


willing to silently sacrifice conviction to | 


popularity. 

The men will not go to church, neither 
will they defend their views when assailed, 
but manage to affect a disgusting silence. 

The church congregations are almost en- 
tirely made up of women and children, 
and wherever a man can be pointed out 
among them, he is either an otd@ block- 
head, or else a young gallant in company 
with a lady friend. . 

The goody-goody boys, of course, must 
be excepted, but we do not expect any- 
thing of them, nor could we use them if we 
had them. ` Groner H., TURNER. 


Comprehensiv Account of Kansas City. 


Kansas Orry, Mo., May 26, E.m. 298. 

Mr. Eprror: Although this portion of 
nature’s domain is seldom represented in 
Tae TRUTH SEEKER’S columns, you and 
your many readers would not be justified 
in supposing that all is orthodoxy here. 
It cannot be denied that superstition, in 
all its varient forms and phases, is well 
established and flourishing in Kansas City. 
On every eminence towers the massiv 
aspire of either a Protestant or a Catholic 
church, and at stated periods throughout 
each day the public is reminded by the 
solemn clangor of bells that religion still 
livs. f 

Thousands of our best men and women 
hav been inveigled into the clutches of the 
church and are devoting their lives and 
money to the propagation of superstitious 
dogmas. The Sunday-school prospers 
on every side, instilling into the callow 
mind of youth insipid sentiment and false 
philosophy. The Young Men’s Christian 
Association, in its pretentious edifice, 
and the Woman’s Christian Temperance 
Union, with its fallacious ideas of reform, 
lose no opportunity for conspicuous pa- 
rade. The Christian Endeavor Society, in 
full possession of the brains of unsophis- 
ticated young women and soft-witted young 
men, fosters its Jesuitical schemes and 
harnesses the unwary into the service of 
ancient error, The workman at his bench 
is beset by white slaves, miscalled ‘‘ sis- 
ters of charity,” and begged to divide his 
scant earnings for the support of Catholic 
institutions. The embodiment of hy- 
pocrisy and meddlesomeness, the preacher, 
is always at the front with his petition for 
Sunday laws, and his readiness to accept 
half-fare railway tickets and ten per cent 
reductions at thé stores. 

Notwithstanding the presence of the 
well-organized and apparently invincible 
hosts of supernaturalism, there is a large 
though not aggressiv Liberal element 
here. There are many outspoken Infidels, 
and thousands whose minds are ripe for 
Freethought, needing only to hear a lect- 
ure or read a Liberal book in order to 
break their theological fetters. 

There are good prospects for the or- 
ganization of a Secular society in Kansas 
City in the not distant future. Many 
Freethinkers favor the proposition and 
several eloquent men hay promised to be- 
come members aud contribute to the 
cause. A prominent and responsible 
architect informed me recently that he 
cherished the hope of seeing a Freethought 
hall and library in this city, and that it 


-was his intention to build the hall himself. 


The Spiritualists hav a large and activ 
organization here, and it must. be ad- 
mitted that they are accomplishing much 
good in estranging people from the 
church. Their meetings are attended by 
large audiences and they are enabled to 
engage the best talent which the Spiritual 
philosophy affords. 

Last month the Liberals procured the 
services of Mr. J. E. Remsburg for one 
lecture. His subject was ‘*‘The False 
Claims of the Church:” A heavy rain 
prevented the attendance of a large num- 
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ber of people, but those who were fortu- 
nate enough to hear the address went home 
well pleased. Mr- Remsburg is an able 
man and his services are invaluable to the 
cause of Liberty. . He is a genuin re- 
former. His quiet, gentle, and unassum- 
ing demeanor, and his earnest, tender, 
sympathetic look, are characteristics which 
impress themselvs on one’s mind. A mere 
acquaintance with the man is stimulating 
and promotiv of high resolve in the hearts 
of those who love humanity. We expect 
to hav Mr. Remsburg here again. 

Mr. Thomas J. Dickson, a well-known 
and highly respected lawyer of this city, 
has been a Freethinker for many years 
and has devoted much time to the investi- 
gation of religious and scientific ques- 
tions. Recently he formulated his con- 
clusions on these matters into the shape of 
a lecture, entitled ‘‘Agnosticism.” He 
has delivered this address before three 
appreciativ audiences, and the press 
speaks of it as a scathing criticism of Chris- 
tianity. I understand that he is prepar- 
ing another lecture which will be entitled 
“Jesus Christ—Was He a Man or a 
God?” — 

Yours for thought, freedom, and justice, 

Tuomas J. TANNER. ` 


A Wage-Earner Cannot Save a Dollar a 
Week. 
_Oxanna, ALA., May 28, 1898. 

Mr. Eprror: I see that my letter in Tar 
Trura SEEKER of May 20th has stirred up 
a sharpcritic out in the Grasshopper state. 
He shows himself to be just the same kind 
of man we had to contend with back in 
the days of the agitation of slavery. The 
standing argument then was ‘‘ damned 
Abolitionist;” now his clinching argument 
is ‘*poor fool.” After showing, as I did, 
that it would be impossible for sixteen 
million wage-earners to save out $1 a 
week for a year without taking so much 
money out of circulation as to bring in a 
panic, he says I don’t claim that wage- 
earners would be unable to save $1 a week; 
there is logical intelligence for you. 

He says anyone with common sense 
knows that all the wage-earners could save 
$10 a week for ten years and not take one 
dollar out of circulation. More fallacy 
could not be crowded into the same num- 
ber of words. 

He says I seem to forget that all the 
money in circulation is the savings of 
some one. Now, I had supposed that 
everyone knew that when the British and 
American bankers caused the burning-up 
and destruction of the greenback money, 
and established the national banking. sys- 
tem, the government gave the banks 
ninety per cent of the bonds deposited, in 
bank currency, to loan back to the people 
at interest, not one dollar of which was 
earned by anyone. There is another 
specimen of the intelligence and accuracy 
of statement of our wise critic. 

When wage-earners start in to lay by a 
sum of money for any special purpose, 
they take what they cau spare, or hay 
left after paying current expenses, and 
either keep it in thehouse or take it toa 
bank, where it is out of circulation in the 
channels of commerce, till some one bor- 
rows it, and goes in debt for it, and debt 
is a curse to the individual, the country, 
or the nation; and the interest of that bor- 
rowed money comes out of the earnings of 
the wage-earner in the end; and that is 
another reason why it is impossible for the 
wage-earners to ever save up enough to 
get thema home. And that is not all— 
the money-changers who control the 
money in every country in the world do 
not intend tbat they shall hay any homes. 
The money-changers filch from labor 
in the shape of interest and rent; and, as 
they said in the ‘‘ Hazzard Circular,” rob 
labor by controling the money. 

I would ask it asa favor of Mr. Davis, 
that he waste none of his sorrow on me 
because of my lack of brains; but giv it to 
the victims of the money-lender in his own 
state, whose farms and homes are mort- 
gaged to the extent of over $17 per acre 
for the entire state; and that, too, under 
such conditions as make it impossible that 
they will ever be able to get out of the 
grasp of the money-lender. 

Let us take a backward glance at the 
condition of England at the close of her 
great war, when she had her millions of 


paper money in circulation; when the peo- 
ple were prosperous and happy; and when, 
after the war, she forced the country back 
to specie basis for the benefit of the 
money-lender, just as now our glorious 
government is going to close the gates of 
the World’s Fair at the point of the bayo- 
net, if need be, in the interest of the 
priest. Atthat time England’s lands were 
in the possession of three hundred and 
sixty thousand owners; but not long after 
the destruction of the paper money, and 
the saddling of the so-called bonded debt 
on the people, the ownership of her lands 
shrank down to only thirty thousand; 
thereby dispossessing three hundred and 
thirty thousand people of their farms and 
homes. How was that done? Why, the 
“ Hazzard Circular ” tells it in a nutshell: 
‘* We rob labor by controling the money.” 

A parallel case was our own country at 
the close of the war of the Rebellion. We 
had about $52 per capita in circulation, 
and the laboring people were prosperous, 
and could and did acquire homes; but, un- 
fortunately for our voting cattle, the 
money-changers of Great Britain had 
their eye on us from the beginning, and, 
when Congress issued sixty millions full 
legal-tender greenback money, which was 
at a par with gold from that day to this, 
the British money-changers took the 
alarm, and were quick to see that if the 
American people were allowed to hav a 
money of their own, and enough of it to 
supply the needs of commerce, their game 
of robbing labor was up; they then be- 
sieged Congress like buzzards over a dead 
horse, and paid out their millions to de- 
feat all subsequent issues of the greenback 
money; no more full legal-tender was 
issued after that; but the scheme was con- 
cocted for carrying out the same game in 
this country after the close of the war as 
they played in England after the close of 
her war, and the consequence is that they 
hav had control of the finances of our coun- 
try till they hav gotit so far under mortgage 
that, as long as they continue to keep con- 
trol of it, the paying of the mortgages is 
an impossibility. 

The two old twin dogmas, specie money 
and original sin, were invented by, and 
are in the interest of, the priest and money- 
changer; and those two old dogmas are so 
thoroughly imbedded in the people’s 
brains that they become willing slaves; 
and three per cent of the so called civilized 
world rob and rule the ninety-seven per 
cent. The priest is able to shut the gates 
of the Fair on Sunday, depriving hun- 
dreds of thousands from seeing the show 
on that day; and the money-changer has 
made money’so scarce among the people 
that millions are not going to be able to 
see it on any day. 

And then there is the great railroad 
monopoly, which charges one hundred 
times the actual cost of carrying pas- 
sengers, which will keep still other mill- 
ions from seeing the Fair at all. 

But the victims of all this tyranny hav 
one consolation—they can vote. Only the 
misfortune is that the average of them do 
not know any more about what they vote 
for than a horse. The average voter is 
just as dogmatic, and mulish, and bigoted, 
and sectarian in his politics as he can 
possibly be in his religion; especially so 
on the money question. 

There is no one subject on which so 
much nonsense has been talked and writ- 
ten as the money question, except that of 
original sin. The latter and the dogma of 
intrinsic money are off the same piece, 
and both in the interest of that class who 
“toil not, neither do they spin,” but yet 
filch from those who do toil and spin to 
such an extent as to keep the toilers and 
spinners in poverty all over the world. 

And now, sinte Mr. Davis has indulged 
in some plain talk, if he will excuse me I 
will close with a ‘‘few remarks.” It has 
been a matter of wonder to me for some 
years past how it came to pass in this last 
quarter of the nineteenth century that a 
governor of the state of Kansas could issue 
a proclamation for the people to assemble 
and pray to their God to kill off the grass- 
hoppers, or drive them into the adjoining 
states; but if he considered his constitu- 
ency as intelligent on the grasshopper 
question a8 Mr. Davis shows himself to be 
on the money question, it is no longer a 
marvel, Gao, GEER, 
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GOLD. SILVER. 


MINES AND STOCKS, 


CHAS. F. BLACKBURN 
Mining Geologist, Seattle, Wash. 


Special attention given to, the expert examina- 
tion of mineral properties in the United States 
and British Columbia. 


MINES 80UGHT AND SOLD 


Precious Metal Mines a Specialty. Can 
furnish any kind of mineral property—Platinum, 
Gold, Silver, Quicksilver, Nickel, Co per Lead, 

timony, Iron, Manganese, Mica, and Coal, Also 
Slate. Granit, Limestone, and Sandstone quarries. 


RICH GOLD AND SILVER MINES FOR SALE 


Rare bargains in gold quartz, gold placers, and 

old-silver galena mines in Kootenay and Cari- 

oo districts, British Columbia, Only a few 
hundred dollars will buy valuapie mining inter- 
ests, 2 bonanza for a few thousand. Correspond- 
ence solicited; sampling, assays and mill tests; 
all work strictly scientific; investments carefally 
placed; bargains guaranteed; twenty years’ 
mining and geological experience. 


MILLIONS IN THE MOUNTAINS ! 
METAL. MINERAL. 


3mol4 


Col, A. G, Ingersoll's 


ARGUMENT 
Reynolds Blasphemy Trial, 


At Morristown, N. J. 


This is the greatest argument ever made ina case 
of this kind, and will be a model forthe Bar so 
long as the Christians use force to repress free 
speech. Its legal acumen is unsurpassed, its elo- 
quence never equaled. Wherever Christian per- 
secution is going on this argument should be 
freely circulated, read to the Christians, and ex- 
pounded on every occasion. 

In paper, 25 cents; in cloth, 50 cents. 

„Address THE TRUTH BEEKER, 

28 Lafayette place, New York. 


Superstition in All Ages. 


3Y JPAN MBESLIBR, 


A Frerch— 
Gatho ies 

Priest.woo 
renounced 
Christian- 
ity and Exe 
posed the 
Falseness 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 


Essay on Wiiracles. 


By DAVID HUME, 


AR cramer 


“a ae 
pre 


Colonel Kelso’s Works. 


The Bible Analyzed. Cloth, octavo, 3% 


pages, $3. 
Deity Analyzed. Cloth, i2mo, $1.00. 


“he Real Blasphemers. Paper, 12mc 
138 pages, 50c. 

Spiritualism Sustained, Oloth, 12me., 
%45 pages, $1. à 


Universe Aneigsed, $1 t 


“A Digest of Science.” 


THE DYNAMIC THEORY OF LIFE AND MIND: 


An attempt to show that all Organic Beings are both Gon- 
structed and Operated by the Dynamic Agencies 
of their respective Environments. 


By JAMES B. ALEXANDER. 


Over 400 illustrations, 87 chapters, 1.067 pages, and a 3-celumn index of 11 pages. 
Price, express prepaid by us, only $2.75. 


This work endeavors to embrace the field covered by thousands of books, such as those of the 
“ Humboldt Library of Science,” the “International Scientific Series,” etc., by bringing together, in 
simple and direct form, with proper correspondence between them, all of the known factors con- 
tributing toward the origin and evolution of organic beings. 


Do you wish to be well informed? 


THEN READ A CHAPTER OR VERSE DAILY FROM THIS BIBLE OF 


SOIE: 


It is entertaining as well as enlightenin 
—t. e., appreciate tha worth of the Universal 


an 
other. 


You must own this book some day: why not NOW? 


Address 


SABBATH - BREAKING. | 


Origin of the Sabbatic Idea— 
The Jewish Sabbath—The 
Christian Scriptures and the 
Sabbath—Examination of 
Sunday 
of the Christian Sabbath— 
Testimony of the Christian 
Fathers-~-The Sabbath dur- 
ing 
Puritan Sabbath—Testimony 
of Christian Reformers, 
Scholars, and Divines—Abro« 
gation of Sunday Laws. 


OPEL SUMDAYS 


LITTLE FREETHINKER. 


Friends, please try our LITTLE FREE- 
THINKER, th- only paper published for the 
young free frum superstition, t0 cents a yea. I 
will rend it and Foote’s Health Monthly for 50 
cents; or it and “ Little Lessons ” for 75 cents; or 
end T'HE }'RUTH SEEKER for $3. Address 


ELMINA D. SLENKER, Saowyville, Va. 


SUSAN WIXON’S BOOKS, 


12mo, 300 pp., $1. 
Apples of Gold. 


And Other Stories for 
oys and Girls. 12mo, 383 pp., $1.25. 


The Story Hour. An Exceptionally Hand- 
some and Interesting Book, Without Supersti- 
tion, for Children aud Youth. The Only Free- 
thinkers’ Children’s Story-book ever issued. 
¢ifull-page illustrations and 25 smaller; large 
tvpe, heavy, toned paper, broad margins, illus- 
trated covers; 4to. 22 pp., boards, $1. 

Address, THE TRUTH SEEKER CO, 


The Agnostic Annual 


w] 893m 


Edited by OHARLES A. WATTS. 


CONTENTS: 

The Moral Sanction, Leslie Stephen; Reverent 
Agnosticism, Amos Waters: The other Nature: 
A Poem, Gerald Massey; Dogmatism in Theol- 
ogy, ‘Alfred Momerie; Sermons on the Mount 
Samuel Laing; The City of the Dead, W. Stewart 
Ross (Saladin); On the Duty of Honesty, in Our 
Convictions, O. E. Plumptre; Scientific Religion, 
R. Bithell; The Blight of Superstition, Charles 
Watts; Anthropology and Orthodoxy, Edward 
Clodd; The Disappearance of the Nether World. 
F. J. Gould; Religious Ideas: Their Origin and 
Development, Frederick Millar; Signals with 
Mars: A Poem, G. H. Martin; Materialism and 
Idealism Harmonized, Lucian Armstrong. 

Price, 25 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Price, 25 Cents. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Arguments -Origin 


the Middle Ages—The 


—BY~ 
JOHN E. REMSBURG. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette place. New York. 


Books by Helen H. Gardeni: 


New Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 


Men, Women and Gods, 


Introduction by 
ROBERT Q. INGERSOLL. 


Price, cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 
Tne Trade Supplied at Special Discounts. 


$ THIS YOUR SON, HY LORD? 


4 Fascinating Story of Radical Truths on 
Religion and Social Matters. 
Price. cloth, 1: paper, 50 cents. 


PRAY YOU, SIR, WHOSE 
DAUGHTER? 


A NEW NOVEL. 


Price. cloth, $1. i Paper, 50 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
oR Lafavette Dlace, New York. 


Christianity a Fiction. 
Astronomin and Astrologic- 
al Origin of all Religions. 
By DR. J. H. MENDENHALL. 


Explanatory notes compiled and arranged by 
the late Jonathan M. Roberts. Price, 50 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. Price a ` C . . 


Scientific Works. 


Three Introductory Lectures on the 


Science of Thought. By F. Max Mül- 
ler. 1. The Simplicity of Language; 2. The 
Identity of Language and Thought, and 83. 
The Simplicity or Thought.. With an appendix 
which contains a correspondence on “Thought 
Without Words,” between F. Max Muller and 
Francis Galton, the duke of Argyll, George J. 
Romanes, and others. Neatly bound in cloth. 
Price, 75¢. 


Three Lectures on The Science of Lane. 
guage. By Prof. F. Max Müller. The 


xford University Extension Lectures. With 
a supplement, ‘ My Predecessors.” an essay on 
genesis of “The Science of Thought.” 112 

pages; cloth. Price, 75c. 
Th, 


The Psychology of Attention. B 
Ribot, professor of Comparative and Experi- 
mental Psychology at the College de France, 
and editor of the Reyue Philosophique. Au- 
thorizedtranslation. Treating ot the following 
topics: 1. Spontaneous, or Natura), Attention. 
—a, Emotional states; b, Physical manifest: 
tions; c, Surprise. 2. Voluntary, or Artificial, 
Attention.—a, Its mechanism; b, Inhibition; c 
The feeling of effort. 8. The Morbid States’ of 
Attention.—a, Distraction; .b, Hypochondria; 
c, Fixed ideas and ecstasy; d, Idiocy; e, Atten- 
tion in sleep and hypnosis. Cloth, 75c. 


NCE! 
d will lead you to “worth-ship” (worship) nature | Fundamental Problems. The Method of 


Philosophy as a Systematic Arrangement of 
Knowledge. By Dr. Paul Carus. Price, $1. 


The Psychic Life of Micro-Organisms. 
A Study in Experimental Psychology. By Al- 
fred Binet. Translation from the French with 
the sanction of theauthor. Treating of the fol- 
lowing subjects: 1. The Psychology of the Cell 
-Introductory. 2. The Structural and Psycho- 
logical Character of Proto-Organisms: Motory 
and Sensory Organs. 8. The Psychology of 
Nutrition: Holophytic, Saprophytic, and Ani- 
mal Nutrition; Predatory Habits of Certain 
Animalcula. 4. Colonies of Unicellular Organ- 
isms. 5. Fecundation of Proto-Organisms. 6. 
Fecundation of Higher Animals and Plants. 7. 
The Physiological Function of the Nucleus. 8. 
Correspondence between Alfred Binet and Ch. 
Richet (professor of physiology in the Faculty of 
Iedicine at Paris) respecting cellular psychol- 
ogy. 10mo, 135 pages; cloth, 75c.; paper, 50c. 


Wheelbarrow Articles and Discussions 


on the Labor Question, Including the 
Controversy with Mr. Lyman F. Gage on the 
Ethics of the Board of Trade; and also the Con- 
troversy with Mr. Hugh 0. Pentecost, and 
others, ou the Single Tax Question. Elegant 
cloth binding, portrait of the author, and auto- 
graph letter. Price, $1. 


The Idea of God. By Dr. Paul Carus. 
Being a disquisition on the development of 
the idea of Godin human thought an history; 
discussing: 1. The Nature of Ideas. 2. The Et- 
ymology oť The Word God. 8. God an Abstract 
idea. 4 The Conceptions of God (Polytheism, 
Monoth- ism, Pantheism, Theism,and Atheism). 
5. Definitions of the Idea of God. 6. Entheism, 
the Monastic Conception of God. Price, 15c. 


b. Psycholo in 
France and laly; d. Psychology in Great’ Brit. 


Israel; c, The Conauest of Palestine and the 
1 ith especial introductions 
ofessors Oldenberg and Cornell, and pref- 
atory remarks by the editor of the Open 
Court. Elegant cloth binding. Price, 75c. 


The Ethical problem. By Dr. Paul 

arus. ree Lectures, delivered bef th 

Society for Ethical Culture of Ohicago at the 
invitation of the Board of Trustees: 1. Ethics, 
a Science; 2, The Data of Ethics; 8. The The- 
ories of Ethics. 112 pages, cloth. Price, 500. 


On Double Consciousness. Experimental 
Psychological Studies. By Alfred Binet. Table 
of contents: 1. Introductory; Experimental 
Psychologyin France, 2. Proot of Double Con- 
sciousness in Hysterical Individuals. 8. The 
Relatious between the Two Consciousnesses of 
Hysterical Individuals. 4. The Hysterical Eye. 
5. Mechanism or Subconsciousness? 6. The 
Graphic Method and the Doubling of Conscious- 
ness. 7. The Intensity of Subconscious States. 
8. The Role of Suggestion in Phenomena of 
Double Consciousness. 9. Double Conscious- 
ness in Health. 98 pages, paper. Price, 50c. 

By 


a post „Manuscript, A Novel. 

ustave , Freytag. A handsome, eleganti 

bound edition of this famous and apula Ger. 
man romance. The author writes as a motto 
for the American edition: “A noble human 
life does not end on earth with death. It con- 
tinues in the minds and deeds of friends, as well 
as in the thoughts and the activity of the na- 
tion.” In two octavo volumes; boxed. Price, $4. 


Diseases of Personality. By Th. Ribot. 
Authorized translation. Treating of the follow- 
ing subjects: 1. Nature of Personality and 
consciousness. 2. Organic Diso:ders. 8. Emo- 
tional Disorders. 4, Intellectual Troubles. 5. 
Dissolution of the Personality. Cloth, 75c. 


The Soul of Man. An Investigation of 
the Facts of Physiological and Experimental 
Psychology. ByDr.PaulCarus. With 152 Illus- 
trative Cuts and Diagrams. Price $3, pages 480. 
Printed on extra fine paper, handsomely bound 
in cloth. The subject-matter of the work is 
divided into the following, sections: 1. The 

ici ind, 2. The Rise of 

Qrganic Life. 8. Physiological Facts of Brain- 

Activity. 4. The Immortality of the Race and 

the Data of Propagation. 5. The Investiga- 

tions of Experimental Psychology. 6. The Eth- 
ical and Religious Aspects of Soul-Life. 
Address HE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York 


LITTLE LESSONS FOR 


LITTLE FOLKS. 


By MRS, E. D. SLENKER, 


Roaring Lion on the 


Philosophical Problem of 


= 44}centa, 


Track, 


10 cents.. 
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Just Out.—25 Cents.—Five Copies for $1. 


A Liberal living iu Michigan said once that he would give $25 a 
year to have the Crimes of Preachers recorded, as the frequent lapses 
of virtue of the ministers showed how little value Ghristisnity 
possesses to make men poral kti 

© have just issued the Fourt iti f thi d is. 
The additions for this new edition “ot “the e book come: this 


‘í Crimes of Preachers” 


shows nearly 400 cases of ministerial conduct. While those in pre- 
vious editions show that within a few years about 


1300 MINISTERS HAVE BEEN GUILTY 


of one kind or another of criminal conduct. Most of the crimes 

are against women, for the fair sex are at once the weakness and Z 

the Strength of the church—-“ the church” meaning of course the W 
, Notwithstanding ihe many additional pages. we have kept the l4 

price the same, 25 cents. Nend for a copy, and confound the church- Si 

men. Show them just what sort of scamps are the clergy who have : 

closed the World’s Fair on Sunday. because it is so holy a day that to look upon mach :err or 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


paintings in this period is “‘ immoral.” 
dress 


BY 


SALADIN 


(W. STEWART ROSS), 


Editor of the 


LONDON AGNOSTIC JOURNAL. , 


eG 


GOD AND HIS BOOK: EEE re 
i ersoll wrote tothe author: ‘* You have earned the 
tian a aa reag this book qene Tag of vast research, of sound criticism, ot caustic 
humor, of sledgehammrr vehemence, of scathing satire, of pathos and eloquence. Itis one of 
the heaviest iconoclastic broadsides ever fired at the Jewish God and the Bible. 
Cloth, gold letters, $1.25. 


WOMAN: HER GLORY, HER SHAME, AND HER GOD. 


T v. Archdeacon Farrar said that “ Christianity elevated the woman; it shrouded 
as withe alo of sacred Deena: the tender years of the child” The object of Saladin’s work 
is to show the archdeacon his error,and he has succeeded. English wiiter said of it: 
“ This certainly is one of the most marvelous books ever issued from the press. The authori- 
ties cited are unquestionable. and the result is convincing. ` 

In two volumes, cloth» gilt- lettered, $2.50. 


JANET SMITH: A PROMISCUOUS ESSAY ON WOMAN. 


This is one of the mo t delightful of Saladin’s books, a dissection of woman, with inci. 
dental tearing apart of man—caustic, sarcastic, yet philosophical withal, and permeated with 
a tender reverence or woman and exalted opinion of what she isand should be. A merciless 
satire upon certain of the conventional foibles of the day, full of facts, fancies, truths, rare 
touches of genius, and bursts of eloquence. Most of the satirical shafts aimed at the woman 
go past her and stick in the man behind her, and it serves him about right. 

Cloth, uncut edges, gilt top, #1. on ; 


CHRISTIANITY AND THE SLAVE TRADE. 
A condensation of the known facts upon this subject, proving that Christianity did nog 
abolish but aided this infamous traffic in human beings. To which are added such comments 

as only Saladin can make. In paper, 80 cents. 


THE TRANSITION. 
A consideration of the antagonism of the Bible and science, and of the question whether 
the veiled or allegorical Dorh ONS of the Christian Bible can be interpreted by modern science. 
n paper, 20 cents. 


ROSES AND RUE. 


Being Random Notes and Sketches. Fome of its subjects are: A Last Interview with a 
Man of Genius; An Essay on Stirpiculture; Asceticism and Superstition; Capital Punishment; 
Poverty; Godin the Constitution; Bruno; Gods; Witchcraft, etc. This may be called Sala- 
din’s own book, for it is poetry in prose, and is one of the books that lovers of strong literature 
like to read again aud again. {n cloth, gold- and silver-lettered, $1.50. 


LAYS OF ROMANCE. 


This book reminds one of Sir Walter Scott, being romantic, historic verse, aglow in svery 
page with the energy of a true and high poetic genius. 
Cloth, gold-lettered, 75 cents. 


ISAURE and OTHER POEMS. 


The title poem is a story of intense passion, touchingly told. The other twenty poems 
are fresh, fra rant, thoughtful, and every verse, reveals the thinker, observer, and reformer. 
Every nage glows with passion and throbs with life. 

Cloth, gold-lettered, 75 cents. 


A FEARFUL FLOGGING. 


By one who endured it. Based upon a manuscript in the possession of Baladin 
paper, 10 cents. 


THE AGONIES OF HANGING. 


Studies in Psychology. By one who was cut down from the gallows. Printed from mana- 
script in the hands of Saladin. In paper, 10 cents. ; 


WHIRLWIND SOWN and REAPED. 


t ical crime and villainy founded on fact. Of this book the Open Court 
said: eoe oi glerical oria ss samé, or more, interest than Helen Gardener’s story, ‘ Is 
This Your Son, My Lord?” In paper, 25 cents. 


THE CONFESSIONAL. 


Being an exposure of that infamous religious rite. Contents: Licentiousness of the Pre- 
Reformation Uburch; Lechery of the Confessional; The Priest in Absolution; Confegsions of 
the Escaped Nun; Extracts from Dens and Liguori; Examination of the Church’s Claim to 
have Fostered Learning; Her Atte pts at Continency even more Ruinous than Her Self- 
Indulgence; The Relative Criminal Statistics of Catholicism and Protestantism. 


paper, 25 cents. eo 
THE TRUTH SEEKER. 38 Lafayette Place. New York. | 


- HAND-BOOK 
FREETHOUGHT. 


By W. S. BELL. 


, 


Containing in condensed and systematized form a 
vast amount of evidence against the superstitious doc- 
trines of Christianity. As a book of reference and aid 
to all truth seekers it is invaluable. Its classification 
of subjects makes it a hand-book. As Ingersoll said of 
Paine’s AEO. of Reason 3 iti pnevies. Somebody in gey vilage = corner mie pargon a Tts wide 
variety of subjects include all_the dispu oin etween Christianity and Freetho B rice, 

x : j dress HE TRUTH SEEKER. 


REDUCTION IN PRICE OF A GREAT BOOK. 


etl 


With the eighth edition of 
{f Winwood Reade’ s “ Martyre 
dom of Man,” the cost of 
production has been lese 
ly | sened so that we can reduce 
ff the price from $1.76 to 


$1.00. 


` 


The book has had a phenomenal sale for so heretical a work, second oniy to Helen Gardener: 
“ Men, Women, and Gods,” and we give our readers the pecuniary benefit of it. The 


“MARTYRDOM OF MAN” 


Js a Very interestingly pictured synopsis of universal history, showing what the race has undergone 
—its martyrdom—in its rise to its present plane. Itshows how War and Religion have been oppres= 
sive factors in man’s struggle for Liberty, and the last chapter, of some 150 pages, describes hig 
intelectual struggle from the animal, period of the earth to the present, adding an outline of what 
the author conceives would be a religion of reason and love. The chapters are: 


Ww A R. pESPh Western Asia, the Persians, the Greeks, the Macedonians, Alexandria, the 
e 


henicians, Carthage and Rome, Roman Africa, the Arabs. 


The Natural History of Religion, the Israelites, the Jews, the Prophets, 
RE LIGIO Character of Jesus, the Christians, Arabia, Mecca, Character of Moham- 
med, Description of Africa. the Mohammedans in Central Africa. 


` Ancient Europe, Invasion of the Germans, the Castle, the Town, the 

LI BERTY oime, Venice, Arab Spain, the Portuguese, Discoverers. the Slave Trade, 
Abolition in Europe, Abolition in America. Materials of Human History. 

Animal Period of the Earth, Origin of Man, and Early History, 

INTELLECT. Summary of Universal History, The Future of the Human Race, The 


Religion of Reason and Love. 
Price reduced from $1.75 to $1.00. . Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette place, New York. 


Good Books for Liberally In- 
clined People. 


THE | 


Truth Seeker Library. | 


Published Monthly at $3 per Year. 


Issues oF 1891.—$3. The Last Tenet; Imposed upon the Khan o- 


Tomatihoz. By Hudor 


Truth Seeker Annual, 1891...........s22sess000 0 25 j k D enone, author 
en, Women, and Gods. Helen H. Gar- | of “ Inguirendo Island.” Copiously illustrated 
ON OP ya fencns nv sas {5 foechdevesesvecas ones 50; with original drawings by Louis M. Glackens. 
The Age of Reason. Thomas Paine. Dius- é i I amo, made a ae i ie per, ad 
rated... rn hae ere nquirendo Island. novel. - udor 
Answers to Christian Questions. D. M. Ben- | re eer .12mo, 358 pages; cloth, y Hudor 
Chrisn Bhs iae ogbe 5 j es beak is eo Te a Gelightta aur 
f 1B. i te i . In my judgment it is a stronger 
victor Hugos Oration on Voltaire . i fiction than Edward Bellamys ‘Loo. ring Back- 
. Th ward,’ which at times it reminds one of. Iti 
fabbath Preakins . John E. Remsburg. merciless exposure of Pharigaigm and ienoe: 


risy, which is so prevalent in fashionable Chris- 
tianity of to-day. It isa good book, and while 


t y _ 
Boal B Pae if pill ofend many, should be read by all.” 
T EA E E E A ; 
The Higher Criticism in Theology ‘and’ Re. “| Leeture on the Bible. By Rev. Charles 
ligion. T. E. Longshore................ 50 orsey, pastor of vae Theistic ee et Lone 
1 ew introduction ev. : 
ae cae or 1992. = $6. o Taft Root. Paper, 37 pages; 200. ae 
Rights of Man, Thomas Paine. Disi. God in the Constitution, By Arthur B. 
6 Aonad i ein Biew H Berua Paper, 18mo, 18 pages; 100. 
as Christ Crucified? Austin Bierbower.... 10| Evolution in its Relations to Evangelical 
UP ew and Cradle. Helen H. Gar- | Religion, By B. F. Underwood. Paper, 
25} Amo; 21 pages; 5e. 
5o The Chan e of Front of the Universe. 
e $ . 9) y Minot J. Savage. aper. 81 pages, 10e. ` 
ey Olly amaai, Dovir M Bab 10| A Study of Primitive Christianity. By 
Liberty l n pie Focttimonial to Paes ped anes. ee ootava, gilt 1op, got 
' ” e8, ages; $1.25. “Dr. i 
By Col. Robert G. Ingersoll. sawn Ri 25| & thoron Scholar, and one cannot fail to be 
Six Lectures on Astronomy. Richard A. impressed with the care, the honesty, the faith- 
PLOGHOL AAE E sie ones Sete d's 15| fulness, the impartiality, the love of truth, the 
Candle From Under the Bushel. Wm. A. conservatism exhibited throughont this admi- 
ae a A eeet 40| rable volume.” [Popular Science Monthly. 
e Holy Bible Abridged. n.. ILII 30| Wha an Ethies Do For Us? B 
False Claims a., e Oharch: John E. 10) Wiliam Mackintire Salter. Paper, 12mọ, tA 


pages, 19c. x 
- | Freedom of Thought and of Speech. By 
Wiiliam Mackintire Salter. Paper, 12mo, 29 


Issues oF 1893.—$3. 
Thomas Paine Vindicated Col. 


During the year, other standard Freethought 
works will be published and sent to subscribers 
as they appear. | 

Yearly subscribers at $3 receive all the numbers 
published in one year. In ordering please say 
which year is desired. - 

Single numbers sold at prices quoted. 

THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Place. New York. 


oP ag 
CHRIST „n = 
—soce-— CRUCIFIED? 


By AUSTIN BIERBOWER. 


A judicial consideration of the question.and the 
decision against the scriptures and the Christian 
tradition. Price, 10 cents. Address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


WAS 


Pro aia Con of 


Supernatural Religion, 


Have We a Supernaturai, Inspired. Mirae 
ulous Religicn? 


Sb, SF Boe 


FACA d SERA 


or i, E. Qoo 


«Ingersoll. .........ccsscsssecsscvccceces 15 

The Creation of God. Dr. Jacob Hart- pages, 10c. 7 
|O MAND ...... eee ANE TATEA 50| The Morals of Christ. A comparison 
Crimes of Preachers in the United States. with the contemporaneous systems of Mosaic, 
M. E, Billings 00.0... eee eee esse enes 25| Pharisaic, and Grmco-Roman ethics. By Austin 
Resurrection of 40| Bierbower. Paper, 16mo, 200 pages, 50c.; cloth, 
andbook of Freethought. W. $. Bell 50{ $1. “Mr, Bierhower has carefully analyzed the 
Religion a Curse; Yeligiou a Disease; Re- old-world ethical systems which chiefly con- 
. ligion a Lie. $. P. Py +4... 95] cern the modern civilized world, and in this 
Design Argument Fallacies. By Editor of book he has 80 classified the elements revealed 
HE ''RUTH SERKER 15] by that analysis as to give them a high scien- 
Abraham Lincoln: Was tific value. His book is almost as systematic as 
ohn E. Remsburg. 50 a treatise upon one of the exact sciences, and 


stands in fine contrast to the rambling, ethical 
discussion ot which we hear so much and which 
leads us nowhcre.”—[Chicago Daily News. 

Liberty and Life. Seventeen discourses 
on the applications of scientific truth to morals 
and religion. By E.P. Powell. 12mo, 208 pages: 

cloth, $1; paper, 50c. “Strong. even bold, 
essays on ethical and religious subjects. They 
are the work of a man of vigorous intellect, who 
has studied the doctrine of evolution long and 
carefully, and has not found it necessary to 
abandon all his old reverences. The discourses 
are full of interest to the casual reader by rea- 
son of their fund of anecdote and biographical 
citation, and to the seeker for religious and 
moral trath they offer many helps.”—~[Literary 

orld. 

Evolution and Christianity. A Study. 
By J. C. F. Grumbine. Cloth, square 18mo, 
75 pages, 80c. “Mr. Grnmbine’s statements are 
sound and well put. His book is the fruit of 
wide reading and investigation. It is a helpful 
one,is thoroughly interesting reading, and its 
presentation of the relation between eyolation 
an ristiani includes much valuable 
thought.”—[(Buffalo Express. 

Lessons From the World of Matter and 
the World of Man. By Theodore Parker, 
Selected from notes of unpublished sermons by 
Rufus Leighton. 12mo, 430 pages; cloth, $1.25; 


paper, 50c. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
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New Publications. 


Unless otherwise specified, all publica- 
tions noticed here can be had of THE 
Troutn Seeker Company, at the price 
named. 


Renieton a Cursz, RELIGION a DISEASE, 
Reuigion a Lis. Dedicated to the 
American Congress Which for the Sake of 
Religion Has Stabbed Liberty to the 
Heart. With Other Pieces. By Samuel 
P. Putnam. Paper covers, pp. 96. No. 
32 of the Truth Seeker Library, price 
25 cents. , 

Those of our readers who hav perused 
Freethought literature for any length of 
time we believe will be overjoyed 
when they see Samuel Putnam’s name 
as writer of a new book wbich they 
may procure. As to new readers, they 
may quickly become sensible of this 
writer’s quality by turning to any one of 
the weekly installments of the description 
of the World’s Fair that he contributes to 
- Tar Trorea Seeger. From this magnifi- 
cent series, which we hav no hesitation in 
claiming as the very foremost in literary 
merit of al] the descriptions of the Expo- 
sition being written, they will learn the 
‘superb powers of that broad philosopher 
and enthralling prose-poet. There are, 
indeed, few authors living with whom we 
would not challenge comparison with this 
writer whose weekly productions the 
readers of THe TRUTH Srexer are so fort- 
unate as to receive. His philosophy is 
wide, deep, world-searching. His reason- 
ing is sound and test-enduring. His ob- 
servation is exact. His feelings are so 
exuberant, ardent, and imfleed impetuous 
that they sometimes seem to threaten prej- 
udice to the framework of just delibera- 
tion which they should pervade and warm 
but not bury or warp; yet it will be found 
in each such case, on examination, that 
the rational part has suffered no injury 
from the emotional. As it is said of a 
genius that he is not one man but nine 
men in one—as good at generalizing as 
though he had no faculty for particulars, 
yet as good at particular facts as though 
no theorist, as fanciful as if lacking a 
stable sense of reality, yet as solid-minded 
when occasion calls as if quite without 
fantasy—as these things, and so on, are 
said of a genius, so we will say of Mr. Put- 
nam that he is as good a reasoner as 
though he never felt those affections so 
prone to sway judgment, and yet so full 
of feeling that one expects room in the 
same breast for little sterner; so riotous an 
enjoyer and enthusiast that one fears 
dearth of prudence and measure, yet pro- 
vided with these latter in such plenty that 
the reader chancing to begin on one of 
his judicial, balancing, and scrupulous 
summings-up would sigh for the charm, 
supposed impossible, of a less hesitant smd 
care-weighted flight of impulse and un- 
thinking delight. And so wide-spread and 
varied are his interests, so multitudinous 
the ‘points at which he touches the uni- 
verse in which he is enveloped, that 
readers might apprehend the failing so 
often concomitant with this quality, an 
undue complexity and involvedness of ex- 
pression; when lo they are agreeably dis- 
appointed by a style of the utmost direct- 
ness and simplicity. 

Religion is a curse, says Mr. Putnam. 
More, it must ever remain a curse. The 
hopes of redeeming it by freeing it of 
some bad things which hav fastened upon 
it can never be fulfilled. Religion is not. 
as some think, a jewel whose crust of mud 
need buf be removed when the gem within 
will show its nativ brightness. No, ‘‘re- 
ligion is net a jewel. It is a dagger—a 
bloody dagger. Itisa dagger in its very 
nature. Brighten it up and it will be a 
dagger still. Wipe off the blood and its 
dazzling blade is still ready for slaughter. 
You cannot change that dagger into a 
jewel to shine in peaceful luster. All the 
ornaments of religion are but the orna- 
ments of a weapon of death.” 

Now, why is religion a thing of this 
sort? Why is it a curse in essence, in its 
inmost nature? Why can it never be 
aught beside a curse, under different bear- 
ings in different and future times? What 
is its central nature that constitutes it a 
curse of this kind? The answer would 
occupy considerable space here; it is 
handsomely given by Mr. Putnam in the 
pages of his work. 

Second, religion is a disease, This is 
important. If it is a disease it can be got 
quitof. Wemay cherish hopes of its com- 
plete removal. It might, as Mr. Putnam 
reflects, ‘‘ be a curse and still be a natural 
and universal characteristic of human 
nature, and therefore permanent; and we 
could only comfort ourselvs with the 
maxim, ‘ What can’t be cured must be en- 
dured.’ But religion . . . does not 
belong to healthful human nature. Itisa 
disease. It therefore can be got rid of by 
mental hygiene.” 

If religion is a disease, show us that it is 
so. What are the criteria by which this 
jadgment is formed? We know what is 
health, and we know what is disease—now 
tell us what characteristics of religion call 


for its ranking with the latter and ex- 
clusion from the category of the former. 
And what is the mental hygiene by which 
this disease may be cured? Letthe reader 
ask these questions of himself, and gain a 
clear idea of the problem which needs an 
answer, and then he will, we promis, by 
turning to Mr. Putnam’s pages acquire a 
solution fall and satisfactory. 

Third, religion is a lie. So it should be 
exposed and made away with. We know 
the effect of untruth. It is woe-working. 
We know, too, the outcome of truth. ‘That 
is creativ of happiness. Giving belief to 
this lie of religion is merely ‘‘like taking 
an opiate. It weakens, while it cures not 
the ills of life. It is a desperate resort. 
It heals not the wound. It sends the poi- 
son deeper in. We must confrent reality 
and make the best of it. By courage we 
can win something of happiness from our 
dark surroundings. Only, however, by 
sticking to the truth. 
truth we are lost indeed.” 


How do you demonstrate that religion 
isa lie? How do you make it evident that 
the things of which religion tells us hav no 
existence? This is the question which 
after the above affirmation of Mr. Putnam 
will be asked him by the reader—by the 
pious reader with angry vehemence. Mr. 
Putnam answers it at length. He handles 
the supposed proofs of a god, such as that 
from design, that from intuition, etc., and 
then deals with those of immortality. 

In telling the people, at the end of his 
article, what they may put in the place of 
religion, Mr. Putnam renders a beautiful 
tribute to science, which reads in part: 

“How beautiful is the way of science 
through all the world’s history. How 
gentle, how patient, how brave, how 
charitable in the trne sense, it has 
ever been. How ready to help; how 
eager to do and to dare. Itis afraid of 
nothing, of no dark depths or rugged 
hights, of no desert or wild beast, poison- 
ous insect or serpent’s fang. It shrinks 
from no efforts. It shirks no task. It 
dares suffering, persecution, martyrdom, 
and death. It has been imprisoned, and 
through the prison bars hath read the lofty 
heavens, and revealed their glory: It 
hath been chained and yet it has filled the 
world with light. See the million happy 
homes it hath made; all the jeweled 
harvest-fields that shine beneath its foot- 


step. . . . 

“I would say, let Science es but 
Science does not want to reign. She de- 
sires no sword and no crown. Evermore 
she is the servant of humanity. Patiently 
she labors, scorning nothing, fearing 
notbing, hating nothing, and loving the 
truth. 

“ What. shall we put in the place of re- 
ligion, the curse, the disease, and the lie? 

“I hav answered it, and may the 
working-people of this republic, whose 
rights hav been so basely invaded, under- 
stand henceforth the trne benefactor of 
this world.” 

It will be noted that in the last sen- 
tence Mr. Putnam uses the phrase, ‘‘ the 
working-people of this republic whose 
rights hav been so basely invaded.” This 
draws us to mention that the motiv which 
led him to writing this work was the im- 
pulse of indignation which he felt on re- 
ceiving news that the World’s Fair would 
be closed Sundays. 

This main treatis, declaring Religion a 
Curse, Disease, and Lie, occupies sixty- 
four pages. The remaining thirty-two 
pages bound in the volume contain repro- 
ductions of pieces by the same author 
written occasionally during the Jast ten 
years. Three of these are prose, while six 
are poetry. The first of the prose pieces is 
on *fOrthodoxy.” ‘‘In orthodoxy,” we 
are truthfully told, ‘‘there are no hights 
to gain. The universe is one dead level. 
History is an everlasting repetition, the 
treadmill of the beast of burden. It has 
no perspectiv, no pictures, and no antici- 
pations. Everything is already acquired. 
The unknown is a myth; the known is 
only between the lids of a barbaric 
Bible. This is the ‘word of God,’ and it 
cannot be added to. Eighteen hundred 
years hav passed, yet Orthodoxy has given 
no discovery, no invention. It has zotin- 
creased one whit the area of human happi- 
ness. Its mockery of heaven has added 
nothing to the wealth of human civiliza- 
tion. The God of Orthodoxy has not 
plowed one inch of soil or reaped one 
golden harvest.” 

The next piece, a prose one, is entitled 
**Freethought,” and is as admirable as its 
subject. 

Next is an argument on ‘‘ The Constitu- 
tion and Holy Days and Holidays” made 
before the Columbian Exposition commit- 
tee of the House of Representativs Jan. 
12, 1893, against Sunday closing of the 
World’s Fair. It is a clear and valuable 
statement of principles of liberty. 

The six poems following are excellent, 
and we should love to set forth something 
of their nature, but must be content with 
printing their names: ‘‘Man, Not God,” 
“The Statue of Liberty and Thomas 
Paine,” ‘‘Truth, Beauty, Goodness,” 
“Death and Life,” ‘‘The Golden Age,” 
and ‘‘Shut the Door.” 


If we abandon 
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The Popes and Their Doings. Biograph- 
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they have done, and what kind of men they were. 
It contains very plain statements,in very un- 
varnished language, and the unmasking is com- 

lete, proving them to have been cruel, in- 
guing, and licentions men. Considering the 
rapid growth of Catholicism in this country, 
this book cannot be too widely disseminated. 
Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


The Awful Disclosures of Maria Monk, 
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two years as a black nun, in the Hotel Dien 
Nunnery, at Montreal. Perhaps not any anti- 
Catholic book published has created more ex- 
citement, and had such a circulation as. this 
work. To counteract its effects the Catholics 
circulated a story that Maria Monk was “no 
better than she should be,” but investigation 
disclosed that her “child of shame” was none 
other than the child of her priest-seducer. 
Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth 75 cents. 
Auricular Confession and Popish Nun- 
neries, By Wm. Hogan, for twenty-five 
years a confessing priest. A revelation of the 
icentious practices of the priests and nuns in 
these religious brothels. There is no question 
that Ex-priest Hogan knew the truth of the 
tales of vice, seduction, and infanticide he gives 
in this volume, and equally there is no question 
that if the people generally knew of them, Ca- 
tholicism would not be given the vast amounts 
of money now allowed it by our various city 
governments. Price, paper, 50 cents, cloth, 7% 


cents. s 
The Priest in Absolution, A Review of 


the system of auricular confession, including 
copious extracts from the “Confessional Un- 
masked,” from the “Master Key tô Popery,” 
etc. The work is a protest against and an appeal 
to every American citizen to examine carefully 
and thoughtfully a religious system so invasive 
of privacy, so powerful for evil in licentious 
hands, so fraught with danger to female mod- 
esty, to the ingenuous openness of youth. 
and to the freedom of thought, speech, and 
action. Price. paper, 25 cents. 


Priestly Celibacy Exposed A lecture by 
the Rey. Geo. Townsend Fox, of Durham, Eng- 
land. Revised American edition, showing the 
result in parishes of the Roman decree that 
priests shall not mary. Price, paper, 15 cents. 

Sister Lney aud Her Awful Disclosnres 
Respecting New Hall Convent, Bore- 
ham, Essex, England. Showing that convents 
are inimical to chastity, virtue, and freedom. 
Price, paper, 10 cents. 
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The False Teaching of the Christian 

` Church. ‘‘The Thirty-nine Articles of 
the Christian church are thirty-nine poor. 
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aminister’s praying God to kill grasshoppers, 
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ce, 10 cents. 
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rice, 5 cents. zy 
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Second edition, enlarged to 32 pages; with the 
best engraved likeness of Paine. Price, 10 cents. 
ress THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Priestly Celibacy Exposed, 


By Rev, Q. T. Fox, M.A. 
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Tr is significant that in political revolu- 
tion it is the Freethinker who is usually 
the leader. Franklin, Paine, Jefferson, 
Washington, were the chief founders of 
the American Republic, and Lincoln pre- 
sided at its second birth. Mazzini and 
Garibaldi are the heroes of United Italy; 
Rousseau, Voltaire, and Victor Hugo hav 
been the chief inspirers of democratic 
France.—fobt. C, Adams. 


No man can ‘‘enjoy religion,” as the 
Methodists express it, unless he has well- 
developed veneration and wonder. . . .. 
All those who rebel against any form of 
government which in childhood they were 
taught to revere, must of necessity do so 
in opposition to the faculty of veneration. 
Thus it is obvious that the less one pos- 
sesses of the conservativ restraining facul- 
ties, the more easily he becomes a rebel 
or an Infidel to that which his reason con- 
demns. On the other hand, the pro- 
foundly conscientious and reverential 
man, who sincerely regards unbelief as a 
sin, of course instinctivly antagonizes 
every skeptical thought, and is thus likely 
to remain a slave to the religion learned at 
his mother’s knee. —Engar Beall. 


Ir there should arise a class of men who 
were able.to distinguish, promptly and in- 
variably, genuin things from imitations, 
facts from falsehoods, and truth from er- 
ror they would hav an almost inconceiva- 
ble advantage in the struggle of life. The 
tricks of impostors would never deceive 
them; the bubbles of visionaries would 
never delude them; they would never be 
wisled by the sophistries of shallow theo- 
rists; never be enslaved by baseless super- 
stitions. Such wisdom is so unlike what 
the world has ever known that the idea 
savors of Utopia or the millennium, and 
to express it seems almost childish. Yet it 
isa fact that some progress toward this 
ideal has been made—some increase of 
the power of recognizing truth has been 
gained. A class of men has arisen whose 
pursnit of health is not hampered by the 
delusion that disease is a punishment for 
lapses from.religion, who do not waste 
their money on schemes for getting more 
power out of a machine than is put into it, 
who do not accept every statement that is 
put to them with rhetorical vehemence and 
defectiv evidence. This superior discern- 
m*nt—far from perfect, but the best that 
man has ever had—is the possession of 
those who hav adopted the scientific habit 
of thought.—Professor Youmans. 


Geson, Niebuhr, Bentham, Colenso, 
Renan, Franklin, Jefferson, Darwin 
Buckle, Motley, Knight, Carlyle, and 
others follow out lines of investigation 
which Voltaire suggested, or carry on in- 
vestigation in a spirit and method which 
he made easy. . . The author most 
indebted to Voltaire was Buckle. 
Buckle’s ‘‘ History of Civilization,” if the 
gifted and devoted author had lived to 
complete it, could hav been little more 
than an amplification and rectification of 
Voltaire’s essay. Even in the form, 
Buckle followed his model; for Voltaire, 
too, has an ‘‘Introduction’’ of extraordi- 
nary length—nearly a volume. We are 
reminded of the English author in nearly a 
hundred places in Voltaire’s ‘ JIntroduc- 
tion:” as when we read, for example, of the 
controling influence of climate in develop- ` 
ing civilization; thatcivilization began with 
leisure, and cannot thrive without it; that 
the immensities of nature limited the pop- 
ulation of America; that religion retards 
and knowledge promotes development; 
that the ‘‘aspects of nature,” when they 
are terrible, make men more superstitious, 


‘and when they are benign make them less 
‘so; that such works as the pyramids prove 


the builders to hav been poor and servil:. 
that ignorance and fear are the allied 
causes of all that is most deplorable in the 
history of man, and that the beginning of 
all progress is the increase of knowle ge. 
He anticipates, also, those investigators 
who trace the gradual development of such 
doctrins as the real presence and miracu- 
lous inspiration, as well as the gradual 
construction of such modes of worship as 
the Catholic mass. On this line he dis- 
plays all his knowledge, acuteness, humor, 
and audacity. The infinit absurdities of 
the early church history, such as tracing 
the papacy to St. Peter, who never saw 
Rome, giv him matter for many entertain- 
ing and effectiv pages. The awful power 
wielded for so many ages by the ring of 
small-brained, greedy Italians who gov- . 
erned the church from Rome, and de- 
bauched both the mind and morals of 
Europe, received due recognition at his 
hands He sums itall up in one sentence 
of terrible truth: ‘‘You will observe,” he 
says, as if addressing Madame du Châtelet, 
**that in all the disputes which bay in- 
flamed Christians against one another 
since the birth of the church, Rome has 
always decided for the opinion that most 
degraded the human mind and most com- 
pletely annihilated human reason,”— Par. 
on” AE SUAT l 


THE TRUTH SEEKER: JUNE 10, 1893. 367 


Thomas Paine’s Works. INFI SHEAR totii: 
T o IDEATE. I. =n Travels in Faith. 


nn nee 
G. W. POOTE. 
BEDS By CAPT. ROBERT 0. ADAMS. 
Age of Reason. Pap., 25e. ; e: - g Being the story of his mental journey from 
E copies Seiten ER . orthodoxy to Rationalism. 


Price, paper, 25 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


ion of the Prophecies. 
Pap. ; 
J. 


Apostle of Political and R g 
ostie of Folitical an e | following persons, thus refuting the many Ohris- 
Tigious Liberty, CLife.) B: | tian slanders upon them and others: n > n, 9 
E.R . trait. Pap. or’ erley, Jo askerville, Pierre Bayle, i , 

Be: clo. 7c. «| Jeremy Bentham, Paul Bert, Lord’ Bolingbroke, $ ontroversy Dangerous I 
Common Sense. Written ir | Francois, Bronssais, Giordano „Bruno, Henry 
oe weition Duri William Kingdgh Olifors, Ansohares Ölootz An: By W- F- JAMINSON. 

risis. ritten During Am | thony Collins, At smite, t is li 

Revolution. Pap., 40c.; clo., 78c Oconee, D AE rE E T Oondorcet, Bobert This little book goes down to the very bed- 


Great Works. 8vo. 800 pp. | Erasmus Darwin, rock of human liberty. 
clo., $3; leather, #4; moroca | Etienne Dolet, George Eliot, Frederick the Great, Price, ž 7 A - 2 cents. 


Lg edges, $400. Godwin, Goctho, Grove, Holvetius, Henry Beth Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 
fe of. By J. E. Remsburg erington, Hobbes, Austin Holyoake, Viotor Hugo, 


a, 50C. um ttre, Harri artin 
grees ° ant iih Rem n 6 Ja os Mi „Joha Binare ii n Mirabeu, Haber! z 
. y wen, Ə, 
Blanchard. Pap., 40c.; clo., witb. | lais, Winwood Reade, Madame Roland, "Gsorms The Colonel Ingersoll Souvenir. 


portrait, 60c. Sand, Schiller, Shelley, Spinoza, Strauss, John 
Life of. With Explanato Toland, Vanini, Volne Voltaire. James Watson, 
` Observations. By G. Vale. Poe John Watts, Thomas Woolston. — 8 THE MOST ARTISTIO SPOON MADE. 


trait. a Price. 25 cents. Address 
Lithograph of. Heavy plate THER TRUTH SEEKER STERLING SILVER, MASSIVE, BEAUTIFUL 


Political and Religious Re. A SHORT Given Away. 
former. By B. F. Under. In order to introduce this most artistic of all 


Wed: 106 f Souvenirs, I shall present to all patrons who favor 
nod i E ei me with an order for goods, to the amount 
Political Works : y ranon HISTORY OF THE BIBLE, $20, one of the above spoons, my price $2.50, bee 


Sense ” * Crisis,” guaranteed a finer spoon than sold elsewhere f 
Betis oe wan ar eee R BEING $3. sanator every additional $20, an additional 
. Answe spoon. Or with an order for 

E a AE on Pron pave opular Account of the Formation and Development will supply the spoon for a1, worth of goods 


ution. Pap., 40c.3 cio., 750. of the Canon, 


Compiled by J. N. Moreau. 10c Is made in the following variety: 


í i Theological Works: ‘‘Age oi aes 
we wa Spano Be a CoNTENTS: The Hebrew Canon.. The New Tes- | Tea Spoons, Oxidized. 
r ; Reason, t Examination of Toph tament. The Early Controversies. The Books at 10 ounces per aoz.,} spend 
7. Pee is Lea „Life of Paine | First Not Considered Inspired. Were the Fathers | « w e Oxidized à 
At? i and steel port. $1.50. Gompetent? The Fathers Quoted as Foripture i xidized, } 3.00 
a Vindication of, Reply toN.3 | Books Which are Now Called Apocryphal. The ounces per doz., 
Observer. By R.G. Ingersoll. 1%. | Heretics. pine Christian anon, ia Oxidized, 
’ aper, : ` . s “ i “ 
AQAGreas The Truth Seeker Company Pec) ee ee eee ` 10 PORAT “doz., So 


w Oxidized, 
IEN E y ss sectional gilt, \ “8.50 
2 vt 10 ounces per doz., 


Orange ‘‘ Oxidized, plain bowl, “2.75 


FREETHINKERS’ PICTORIAL TEXT-BOOK,| seis =: SEs E 


wpe 2 50 ae E also supplied etched in bowl, 
: : e Time To Be Ha: r ” 
ats Philadelphia, Pa. toes, or names, for fifty conta enira giher m oe 
; , : Le SHOWING titled to spoons may, upon paying difference in 
; Price, 10 cents. PMY stack euilances Gro eld 
THE ABSURDITY AND UNTRUTHFUL: i A everything usually kept in 
. THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. first class jewelry stores. Dig 
NESS OF THE OHURCH’S OLAIM 20 per cent below regular arket ac vanes 
TO BB A DIVINE AND SUNEET Poe R N E E 
: ed Ware, 
caxrinsmirorion, axDER | TRON-GLAD AND MANNA SERIES, | Barger Gold Pins Bto, And Stood will be paid 
OF A UNION OF IRON-CLAD SERIES. lowest prices ppblished in an oft m Patent Abovė 
OHUROH AND 1 Atonement. Charles Bradlaugh............. 5 | 2878 on account of the above liberal offer. 
ie. 2 Secular Responsibility. G.J. Holyoake..... 5 | mit precthought Badges are preferred the $2.50 
s . 4 Influence o: Christianity on Civilization . ss y ROTTO ee 
a nderwood.. : s WE > 
Full-Page | g Bagahiss Mii, Prot ay asiler Qstablished 1857 Rochell, Th, 
; R 5 ion of Witçhoraft to Religion. L 3 Designer of The. Perfected i Otto Wettstein ” 
e ‘pidemic Delusions. Marvin.......... ; atch; the Beautifu. 80 ; ` 
Illustrations. 11 P ilosophy of Spiritualism. Marvin 50 Í lar Freethought Badge. o Spoon; the Popu 
, 12 Tyndall 8 Belfast Inangural, and Portrait.. 25 b Rend for pricelists, cards in colors and gold of 
WITH COPIOUS CITATIONS OF | ii Land Question, Charles Bradiiugh....::.. "8 | D8A#es tracts, eto., freo. 
5 15 Wero dam and Eye Onr First Parents? 
arles Bradlaugh.......sesssesoososecoeoe 5 
FAC TS, 16 Why Do Men Starve? Charles Bradlaugh.. 5 OBTAINED. 
18 A Plea for Atheism. Charles Bradlaugh... 10 rs. 
HIS TORY 19 Large or Small Families? A. Holyoake..... 5 Terms Easy. 
i 2 Buperhtio» Displayed with a botter ot | ae yeay eee, aaa an ie 
iam Pitt. Austin Holyoake. .. 5 ; tion. Ser A ° 
Ss TA TI S TI CS, 21 Defense of Secular Principles. C, Wat 5 | “eription to L. BAGaER & Co.. Atty’s. Washington, Dt 
22 Is the Bible Reliable? Charles Watts. 5 
ANo 24 Moral Val noof the Bible. Cha 18 Wi tt 4 
or ue of th- Bible. Charles Watts... 5 
0 P IN / ON s OF S C H 0 L 25 Freethought and Mod. Progress. Watts.... 5 
. 26 Christianity: Its Nature and Influence on 
ARS Civilization. Charles Watts............. 5 
28 Thoughts on Atheism. Austin Holyoake... 5 


TO MAINTAIN THE ARGUMENT oF | * T5 there a Moral Governor of the Universe? 


ETERRA ET 5 

80 Philosophy of Secularism. Charles Watts.. 5 

THE ARTIST. = i There 8 God? geenen Bradlangh 5 5 

are 9 "3 Prayer. arles Bradlau . 5 

DESIGNS BY WATSON HES? |40 Poverty: Its Causo and Cure. M G. H..... 10 


WITH PORTRAIT OF 2 Science and Bible Antagonistic. © Watts. 19 
ristian Scheme of Redemption. C. Watts 
THE DESIGNER. 44 Logic of Death: or, Why Should the Atheist 
ar Bovey lta Barents on tha Poiteeal Condi. °° 
x ; . ‘ overty: Its Effects on the Political Condi. 
: The illustrations are classified as follows: tion of the People. Charles Bradlaugh.. 5 
represent Unole Sam and the Priests. 2 represent Samples of Christianity’s Work. MANNA SERIES. 
bi The Church Robbing the People. 5 oe Missionaries. 4 +e i for “ God’s Ch ” 
y hanksgiving. Ga The Lord’s Instruments. 1 Original Manna, id God's n EEE 2 
“ Sabbath Laws. ; Bible Doctrines and Their Resuli | 3 oy Ouestions Without Answers, ew. 
ed Children and the Church. a The Church and Slavery. Di tos betwi a Christian M.: To 
a Woman and : $ Ghurch. Pai ‘ Priesta and F olitios. h y “an ‘a. Chinese Mandarin 10 
e Church an omas Paine, eland an e Church. A $ onch of Bahara 
oe Studies in Natural History. at Church’s Idea of Civilization. 7 Queries Submitted to the Bench of Bishops 


The Uses of the Cross. by a Weak but Zealous Christian. . 


an $ 10 i 
The Gorge aad Teese 3 H Unkind Reflections on the Churek. 8 Search After Heaven and Hell. A. Holy- fi 


oe The Clergy and Their Flocks, 
oe Piety in Our Penitentiaries. 

5 The Atonement Scheme. 

M The Lord and His Works. 

po Prayer. . 

° The Creeds. 

*  Ohristians and Mohammedans. 


‘y D 
“ Some Allegories. 10 A Few Words about the Devil.......... 


“ Heaven. 11 New Tifeof Jacob..............seese00e > SPECIALIST, 


ell. j er 
Mis 12 Daniel, the Dreamer. Austin Holyoake..... 10 or M 
Š couansouns. 13 Specimen of the Bible: Esther. olyoake. g F en Only, 


z 14 ots of the Apostlen; A Emco. A Ha k 
AE 7 A F a an a 15 Ludicrous Aspects o: stianity. A.H... 1 

A most extraordinary publication. We venture the assertion that nothing like it hasever be | 16 Twelve Apostles. Charles Bradlaugh. : 0 
fore appeared in this country, and it is very doubtful if another one like it will ever again be pub | 17 Who Was Jesus Christ? C. Bradlaugh 
hed. We must give the Truth Seeker Company the credit of putting the book in the reach of al | 18 What Did Jesus Teach? ©. Bradlaugh 
At twice the price it would have been a cheap book. Artist Heston as a portrait-painter and de | 19 New Life of Abraham. Charles Bradlaugh. 
Signer is a wonderful snccess, and we judge from our own feelings that nearly every Liberal ix | 20 New Life of Moses. Charles Bradlaugh .... 

. America will desire a copy of thi 


“ Persecutions of the Church. oake PEETI COTTE ET TT EASE 5 4 Pu 
“ “All A 9 New Life of Jonah. Chas. Bradlaugh.. . 5 
: 5 THE NOTED 


St oleae hadait -T teehee 3 
3 
AED COO AI MI HAI EL 
3 


0 

0 | Is a physician of a wide and extensive ti 
and his remedies are. of the best. "The Docta 

5 | treats all those peculiar diseases of young and 

4 middle-aged men, as the result of youthful errors 

5 

5 


and excesses, causing Early Decay, Loss of z 
hood, Wastin Dineh, arges “Warlcocele, Masai 
is most wonderful volume.—[Freethinkers’ Magazine. 21 A Secular Prayer. Holyoake. Per doz..... 10 Death. nae 7, Idiooy, Insanity, and 
, š ` To those afflicted and who are desirous i 

Mr. Heston deserves to be called the artist-hero of Liberalism. He has dedicated his genius ts ‘on orderi for pier and Manna we a5 E sond oured a booklet of some 33 pages will be onan 
Freethought, and has done faithful and noble work for the cause of right and truth. But the pict | for 99 and $10 worth for $5 a eo W their address for ten cents, sealed in a plain 
ures do not make up the whole of this volume. There are nearly two hundred pages of reading or j envelope, giving causes and Symptoms of the 
matter that serve first as explanations of the illustrations, and secondly as texts to prove the utte Complaint and a description of the Doctor’s im- 
calsity of the church’s professions and the hypocrisy of those who uphold them. together the portant medical discovery—an Outward Applica- 

7 ion—ẹ positive cure—the only remedy of the 


ok is one of the best weapons against Christianity and the church that has ever been put in the t 8 J 
ands of Freothinkers.—[Boston Investigator. kind in existence—with evidences of success. 
| : 2 ze dress, DR. R. + TE LLOWS, i 
\ Price, board covers, $2; cloth, $2.80. $1.50 will now buy a reliable AMERI- Aid sar pou uae hiradot a LN P 


AN WATCH in strongGOLD PLATED Gy 


TRUTH SEEKER. 
Dr. Fellows is an Infidel. 


Y utəin 30days; Is 29durable as any watch 

made. FULLY GUARANTEED. 

E \ Ithas AMERICAN pstent lever MOVEMENT, 
j) Patent Escapement and Regulator, Lantern Pinion, 


Adrem Tine wreme Tooker- (4 


m 


To Regulate the 
STOMACH, LIVES 
ano BOWELS, take 


RIPANS TABULES 


ADLE BY PROGGI . 


POPES AND THEIR DOINGS.) FILE BINDERS. 


AGOOUNT OF 
A . Those who preserve the volumes of THE Tru 
Viears of Christ and Vicegerents of God. SEEKER need bile Binder, which we will send ott 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. receipt of one dollar. . 


N 3 for $4.00, 12 for $15.0. by express. Mention paper 
ne oy Catalogue of 1000 new articies FREE. 
ay 


ANB) 240 beats to minute; No key required to wind and 
LELER sets weight 4 oz.; exactly liko cut; Post-paid for $1.60, 
and wo willinclude handsome gold plated CHAIN & 
CHARM. AGENTS & Storekeepers send for TERMS. 
oot Santana a 
A ROBERT H. INGERSOLL & BRO., @ 
SSO 65 CORTLANDT ST., NEW YORK CITY. 


368 THE TRUTH SEEKER, JUNE 10, 1898. 
The Truth Seeker Library Si ews of the Wook. 
I 
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most thorough and exhaustive work on, the to church was witnessed at Milner, Ga., 
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Ancient Egyptian Civilization and Hebrew Nar. 
rative in Genesis and Exodus. 


By Van Bunsen Denstow, LL.D. Price, 15 cents 


Then took they Jeremiah, and cast him into the dungeon of Malchiah 


S, P. Putnam’s Latest Pamphlet. 


RELICION A CURSE, 
RELIGION A DISEASE, 


RELICION A LIE. 


Ledicated to the American Congress, of 1892, which for the sake of Religion, Stabbed Liberty 
to the Heart. 


i ith indignation inspired by the Congressional act closing the World’s Fair 
on seg ee yit pra ~eipally nnited the government and the Christian church. 


To which is added Mr. Putnam’s address delivered before the Columbian 


Exposition Committee of the House of Representatives against Sunday closing. 


ing E s and Poem; by Mr. Putnaw, which have neyer before been put in 

book Pa 7 Fe oone irrecthougits Man, Not Gog (written fora paine anniversary); The Statue 
i ine; em written for the opening exercises of the Silverton, Ore., Free- 

of Liberty and Thomas Fag; “Phe Golden Age; Shut the Door (a poem on the closing of the 


ht Hall; Death and Life; Golden 
‘Centennial Exposition in Philacelphi-, in 18° 6). 


i yin this work ic ona of the strongest arraignments de o i 
on atA and fetters the minds of tha people of this cou try. It should be distributed widely. 
Tt has been commended in the highest terms as itappeared in THE TRUTH SEEKER and we hope every 


reader will buy a copy to lend his neighbor and arouse thought. 


Price 2% cents; Five copies for $1. 


Address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Latayette Place, New York City. 
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DESIGN ARGUMENT FALLACIES, 


A Refutation of the Argument That Nature Exhibits 


Marks of Having Been Designed by 
an Intelligent Being. 


OL LILLIE A 


SYNOPSIS: 


The Design Argument Vitiates Itself By Necessitating an Infinite Series of Designers 


er He Could 


I. 
Desi s 
e There Wore Oreh e Could Not Be Wise, for 


IILI. If There Were One 


They Are Egregions! 


Not Be Beneficent. 


His Processes Are Egregiously Slow, 
wasteful, 


They Often Serve No Use, 


They Have Prodaced Fauity Mechanisms. 


. What Is Called Design 1s Only Subserviency; 
Y: What Actually Did Cause So-Called Design. 
VI. Astronomy and Design 

VIL. The Argument of « First Cause. 


and the Watch Argument Is Illegitimate. 


Embracing a Succinct Exposition of Evolution and a Sketch of Astronomy. 


BY THE EDITOR OF THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


PRDADPPEOIONAYOS - 


Price 15 cents) Address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 28 Lafayette Place, N. Y. 


the son of Hammelech, that was in the court-of the prison: and they let down. 
Jeremiah with cords. And in the dungeon there was no water, but mire: so 
Jeremiah sunk in the mire.—Jere. xxxviii, 6, 


ROOFING 


-Is unequaled for house, barn, factory, or out- 
buildings, and costs half the price of shingtes, 
tin, or iron. It is ready for use. and is easily ap- 
plied by apyone. Send stamp for samples, and 
state size of roof. ; 
EXCELSIOR PAINT AND ROOFING CO., 

Dept. 10, 155 Duane St., wew York. 
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From Things heard and seen in the Spiritual World, by 


EMANUEL SWEDENBORG; 
THE LAST JUDCMENT, 


as witnessed by him in 1757. 
Both books (the first in cloth 375 pp. and the second in paper 
108 pp.) sent by mail for $r.00. Address exactly a 
Am. Swedenborg Printing & Publishing Booiety, 


Dept. ‘*A.9? 20 COOPER UNION, N. Y. CITY. 
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MEDICAL. 


If you need a medicine pay attention to some- 
thing which will cure you. Itis known as 


The Water of Life, 


and is adapted to curing, more especially, all 
forms of Stomach, Liver, Kidney, and Bladder 
troubles. By injecting this water it will heal all 
sorts of inflammations of theinternal organs, such 
cases as Piles, Typhoid and other fevers, Bowel 
diseases, Uterina and other forms of Female 
Complaints. Itis a Blood Purifier, and isan ex- 
cellent remedy for Catarrh and Lung and Throat 
inflammations. It will heal the nerves, restoring 
lost vigor of mind and body, creating a goo 

appetite and producing sound sleep. It arts 
steadily upon the urine, cleansing the blood by 
means of the kidneys, and acts mildly upon the 
bowels, thereby producing bodily habits which 

to good health. This 


Water of Life 


is sold absolutely pure, as it is pumped from 
the spring, without the addition of any drug 
whatever. Itis Nature‘s Remedy, pure and sim- 
ple, and nota manufactured article. The 'uccess 
it has achieved has come mostly from its friends 
who hav been cured by using- it. Send for a 
pamphlet free, containing photo-engraved let- 
ters and recommendations from those who have 
used it, giving a forty-page history aud all par- 
ticulars about this remarkable water, to 


i J. R. PERRY, Manager, 
6m12 84 South Main Street, Wilkabesrre, Pa. 


are so essentia 


the court’s decision, but the consequential 
damages to manufactures, commerce, and 
the treasury, these and a great variety of 
problems, including foreign missions, in 
which Cleveland is understood to be 
interested, hav thrust upon the adminis- 
oo unexpectedly a momentous ques- 
on. 


Mrs. Jas. Q. BLAINE, JR., having se- 
cured a divorce, on the 30th ult. married 
Dr. Bull. She is a Catholic, Dr. Bulla 
Protestant. A Catholic authority said: 
“In the. eye of the church a marriage 
lasts throughout life. Neither party, 
though divorced, may marry during the 
life of the other. Mrs. Blaine will be no 
exception. She cannot, in the eye of the 
church, marry as long as James G. Blaine, 
Jr., livs. Ifshe does so, she cannot re- 
ceive the sacraments, and while there will 
be no formal expulsion, there will be a 
practical excommunication. The pope 
has not granted nor will he grant any dis- 
pensation for her. It would overthrow 
church rules of centuries’ standing.” 


Miss ELIZABETH CHAPIN has been dis- 
missed from her position as teacher in the 
Wilson Industrial School and Mission for 
Girls, New York city, for entertaining 
Theosophic views She was asked, ‘‘Do 
you believe in the Bible?” and answered 
“ Yes;” and ‘‘Do you believe in Christ?” 
and answered ‘‘ Yes;” but was neverthe- 
less discharged. She had taught there 
ten years, and being impecunious needs 
the place sorely. The Industrial School 
and Mission is supported by endowments 
and contributions. It is unsectarian and 
undenominational. Connected with it is 
a memorial church, also undenomina- 
tional. The pastor says it is an evangel- 
ical school and church. In other words, it 
is founded on the Apostles’ Oreed. 


Ar the Second Presbyterian church of 
Albany, N. Y., last Sunday,’ a crowd 
gathered to hear Rev. Dr. Ecob’s an- 
nounced declaration on the Briggs case. 
He renounced connection with the Pres- 
byterian church and declared the Presby- 
terian general assembly ‘the most 
bigoted, intolerant, and reactionary body 
ever seen in any denomination.” He said: 
“I leave the Presbyterian church because 
it has taken ona garment that has lain 
buried in the grave for more than two 
hundred years. It smells of the earth and 
of death.” With these words he swept 
his arms down across his chest as though 
brushing something from him, adding: 
“I brush itoff forever.” He recommends 
forming a Free Church of Christ to take in 
the Congregationalists, the Episcopalians of 
the broader school, the Free- Will Baptists, 
and the Cumberland Presbyterians, 
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THE KIND OF RELIGION THE DEVIL SMILES 


AT. 


Old “Testament Stories 


Comically Ilustrated. 


IT WILL 
MAKE You 


~ LAUGH. 


By WATSON HESTON. 


The Stories Humorously Toid—And Hard Facts 
Given Concerning the Origin and Authenticity of the 
Oid Testament—A Page of Text to Each Picture. 


CONTENTS: 

Jacob and Esau, 
Joseph the Man of Dreams, 
Holy Moses, 
Balaam the Diviner, 
Bloody Joshua, 
The Campaign of Deborah 

Against Jabin and Sisera, 
General Gideon. 


Sustaining a Theory, 
Some Giants, 
The Adventures and Work ot Noah, 
A Hunting Anecdote, 
Abraham, Christ's Great Ancestor. 
A Queer Family, ` 
Isaac and His “ Sister,” 
-j Ono of Twins, 


and Barak 


400 Pages. 2 00 


IT WILL 
CORNER 
THE 
PARSON. 


Full~Page 
Pictures. 


Jephthah and His Human Sacrirew. 
Samson the Strong, 

Ruth and Boaz, 

Unstable as Water, God Shall Not Excel, 
David, God's Favorite, 

Some Stories from the Book of Kings, 
Adventures of the Prophets, 

Jonah the Truthful Sailor. 


Boards. illuminated covers, $1; cloth, gilt side stamp, $1.50. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CQ. 


Darwin and After Darwin. 


An Exposition of the Darwinian Theory. 
By Grorau J. ROMANES. 


A systematic Exposition of what may be termed 
the Darwinism of Darwin, and intended to be of 
service to the general reader rather than vo pro- 
fessed naturalists. 
_ Mr. Romanes is well known as one of the most 
interesting of English writers upon evolution, 
besides ranking with Professor Huxley in scien- 
tific knowledge and ability. And this is a part of 
his conclusion regarding the great subject of 
Design, to which the church so often refers: 

“Thus whether we look to the facts of adapta- 
tion or to those of beauty, everywhere through- 
out organic nature we meet with abundant 
evidence of natural causation, while nowhere do 
we meet with any independent evidence of 
supernatural design.  .. _Adaptation and 
beauty are alike receiving their explanation at 
the hands of a purely mechanical philosophy. . . 
All nature has thus been transformed before the 
view of the present generation in a manner and 
to an extent that has never before been possible; 
and inasmuch as the change which has taken 

lace has taken place in the direction of natural- 
ism, and this to the extent of rendering the 
mechanical interpretation of nature universal, it 
is no wonder if the religious mind has suddenly 
awakened to a new, and a terrible force in the 
words of its traditional enemy—Where is now 
thy God?” . 

Tilustrated__ Price, cloth, $2. 

Address, THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


BOOKS BY 
PROF. FELIX L. OSWALD. 


The Bible of Nature: A Contribution 
to the Religion of the Future. Cloth. $1. 


|The Secret of the East; or, The Origin 


of the Christian Religion and the Significance 
of its Rise and Decline. Cloth, $1. 

Physical Education ; or, The Health-Laws 
of Nature. Cloth, $1. 

Household Remedies for the Prevalent 
VA ai of the Human Organism. Cloth, $1. 
Zoologieal Sketches: A Contribution to 
the Outdoor study of Natural History. Illus- 

trated by H. Faber. Cloth $e. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette place, New York. 
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New Publications. 


THE ELIMINATOR; 
Skeleton Keys to Sacerdotal Secrets, 


“Write me no more fables, lest I be a fool and 
read the riddles awry.” 


By R. B, Westbrook, D.D., LL.B. 


Contents: The Whole Truth; Sacerdotalism 
Impeached; The Fabulous Claims of Judaism; 
Moses and the Pentateuch; Ancient Symbolism 
and Modern Literalism; Astral Keys to Bible 
Stories; The Fable of the Fall; Search for the 
“ Last Adam;” What Is Known of the New Testa- 
ment; The Drama of the Gospels; The Ideal 
Christ; Jesus and Other Christs; A Reverent 
Critique on Jesus; A Few Fragments; Blood 
Salvation; The Things That Remain. 

Price, cloth, $1.50. Fort sale at this office. 


VALUABLE ENGLISH 
‘PUBLICATIONS. 


The Stadent’s Darwin. By Edward B. 
lrAveling, D. Sc., Fellow of University College 
«= London. The purpose of this book is to tell 
something of Darwin’s work to those who have 
neither the time nor the opportunity to investi- 
gate itfullyfor themselves. 1. The Naturalist’s 
oyage Around the World. 2 Geological 
Works. 38. Botanical Works. 4. Zoological 
Works. _ 5. Works on Evolution. With a 
copious index. Price, $2. 


New Publications. « 


A NEW BOOK.--AND A MOST ORIGINAL ONE! 


The Creation of God. 


By DR. JACOB HARTMANN. 


An explanation of the origin of the God Idea, and the mental processes that led to the formation 

‘of idols and the worship of t A € $ 

his banishment for heresy and blasphemy against the Cha:dean idols, to Christ’s coming, the princi- 

pal characters are analyzed and shown to be human, by thought and deed. Itis made plain that the 
eculiar phraseology, cant sayings, subterfuges, miracles, wonder-workings, and supernatural pad- 

proper offspring of the then existing barbarism, ignorance, and superstition, constitut- 


ing are the 
ing the peculiar politics of the day. 


CONTENTS IN DETAIL: 


The Universal Aspect. 

The Earth. 

The Chemical Aspect. 

The Sun. i 

Genesis—The Creation. 
Genesis—The Garden of Eden. 
The Deluge. . 
The Scriptural God—The Creation. 
The Creation of God—Abraham. 
Moses—Confirmation of the Idea of God. 
Samuel the Kingmaker. 

God Save the King. 

Jehovah Takes a Rest. 

The End of National Life. 


. The Christian Era. 


Organic Life—Vegetable. 

Organic Life—Animal. 

The Master Tissues. 
The Muscular Tissues. 
The Nervous Tissues. 


Food and Food-Substances, 


em. From the time of 


New Publications. 


Some Handsome Premiums, 


To induce new subscriptions and 
prompt renewals on the part of our 
friends we make the following hand- 
some premium offers: 

For $5.00 we will send Taz Teura 
Seeker one year ($3.00) and “ Paine’s 
Great Works Complete ” (3.00). This 
edition of Paine’s works contains a 
picture of Paine, of the statue proposed 
to be erected in Chicago, and of his 


Terah’s apostasy, Abraham’s reformation and 


Elimination of Waste Substances, 


By tke Tags. monument in New Rochelle. 
By fhe Ret vs. | For $5.00 we will send Tax Trura 


Digestion and Nutrition. 

The Elementary Substances. 

Aleohol and Its Effects on the System. 
The Soul—What is It? 


Sin and Salvation. 
The Ecclesiastical Kindergarten. 
Rational Review. 
Visions—Bible Dreams—Revelations. 
The Planetary Gods. 
Every Man His Own God. iA 
E e e. 
Tables EAE to wn They Spring. 
The Non Credo. 
Rules for Human Conduct. 
ILLUSTRATIONS. 
Map of the Intellectual Faculties—The Mind. 


SErKER one year ($3.00) and “The 
World’s Sages, Thinkers, and Reform- 
ers ” ($3.00). By D. M. Bennett. 

For $4.50 we will send Tum Trurn 
Suxxzr one year ($3) and “The 
Freethinker’s Pictorial Text-Book” in 
cloth ($2.50). 

For $4 we will send Taz Teura 
Suexerr one year ($3) and “The Free- 
thinker’s Pictorial Text-Book” in 
boards ($2). 


The Mind. 


Map of Theological Retrogression. 


For $4 we will send Taz Truru 


Antiquity 
Unveiled. 


oO 


Anectent Votces 
from the Sptrtt 
Realm disclose the 
most Startling Rew 
elations. 


À Proving Christianity 
to be of 
Heathen Origin. 


(ILLUSTRATED.] 
Price, - --- $1.50. 


Se 
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THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


APOLLONIUS OF TYANA IDENTIFIED AS THE 
CHRISTIAN JESUS, 


An important and remarkable revelation con- 
terning the life and times of Apollonius of 
Tyana, the great sage and philosopher of the first 
century. It is here’claimed that his life and 
teachings were appro riated and utilized by the 
formulators of the Christian religion in the in- 
terest of so-called Christianity. The lagiarism 
is made plain in this brief history of Apollonius, 
especially in view of the historical references and 
comments thereon. It is quite evident that to 
conceal the plagiarism, the name of Apollonius 
was suppressed. 

Price, 15 cents. 

Address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


A NEW WoRK 


BY 
ARTHUR B. MOSS, 
Author of “The Bible and Evolution,” 
ENTITLED 


Christianity and Evolution, 


With preface by 
J. M. Wueewrn, Sub-editor of Freethinker. 


Price, $1. Order at once. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


COSMIAN HYMN-BOOK. 


—o—. 
A COLLECTION OF 


ORIGINAL AND SELECTED HYMNS 


FOR 
Liberal and Bthical Societies, 
for Schools and 
the Home. 
—With Music Written to All the Songs.— 


ComPpruep BY L. K. WASHBURN. 
Pelen, $150, For aala at THIS OFFICH. 


[nstead of a Dook. 


By A Man Too Busy to Write One, 


Culled from the Writings of B. R. Tucker. 


This is a big book of over 500 pages, and sets 
forth the pri€ciples of Philosophical Anarchy. 
In fact, it is the Creed, by the veritable John 
Calvin, of thet cult. Mr. Tucker is a mental 
plumb-line hewer, and has the 
where the chips fall of any one of the writers of 
that careless camaraderie. Anyone wanting to 
know what the thinking Anarchists think, and 
why they think that way, will have to get one of 
these books in order to know. 


least regard for 


Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Map of the Deluge and Garden of Eden. 
Thirty Chapters—Four Hundred and Thirty-two Pages, 
i Large 12mo. 


Szrxer one year ($3) and a copy of 
“Old Testament Stories Comically 
Illustrated ” in cloth covers ($1.50). 

For $3.50 we will send Taz Terura 
SzExeR one year ($3) and “Old Testa- 
ment Stories Comically Illustrated” in 
| board covers ($1). 

For $7.00 we will send Tax Trurs 
Szexrr one year ($3.00) and the 
“Gods and Religions of Ancient and 
Modern Times” ($5.00), by D. M. 
Bennett. In two volumes. Vol. I 
gives a full account of all the gods the 
nations of the earth have worshiped, 
including Jehovah, Satan, the Holy 


In Cloth, $1; in Paper, 50 Cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


THE RESURRECTION OF JESUS. 


AN AGNOSTICO’S VIEW. 


Contents: The Christian Dogma of Salvation; The Christian’s Belief; Why Was 


the Resurrection a Secret Affair? The Age of a Story Does Not Prove Its Truth; 
Pilate’s Attempt to Save the Life of Jesus; Christ Before Herod; A New Indictment 


Against Jesus; Were the Guards Hired by the Priests? Pilate’s Motive for Secreting 
the Bodt; Matthew’s Account of the Resurrection; Why the Angel Sat on the Stone; 
Mary’s Visit; Angels; Renan’s Theory; The Disciples Were Deceived; The Identifica- 
tion; The Ascension; Why Did Jesus Disappear? Other Strange Phenomena; The 


Chief Priests Did Not Believe in Resurrection; What Became of the Romen Guards? 


l The Origin of the Story; St. Paul’s Account; St. Paul’s Conversion; A Modern 


Ghost, Jesus Christ, Virgin Mary, and 
the Bible. 835 pages, 8vo. Vol. II 
describes fully all religious systems of 
the world, including Judaism, Mo- 
hammedanism, and Christianity; the 
latter occupying 372 pages, being fully 
gone into. 949 pages. 


Example; The Roman Governors and the Resurrection Story; The Testimony of 


This is a splendid opportunity to 


obtain books which every Liberal de- 


Contemporaneous Writers; Miracle-Workers; Is the Resurrection Well Attested? 


sires to have at an exceedingly low 


Inspiration; Conclusion. 


Price, cloth, 75 cents; paper, 40 cents. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York City. 


Address 


SHALL THE BIBLE BE READ 
IN OUR PUBLIC SCHOOLS ? 
By R. B. Westbrook, A.M. 


Third Thousand. 


Price, 10 cents. Address THE TRUTA SEEKER. 


Hard Knocks 
at Christianity. 


By R. WHEELER. 


This book is just what its title implies—thum 
ing whackg af superstition. It deals with the 
effect of Christianity on the world, showing 
what Christians have done toadyance their relig- 
ion and impede the progress of man. It shows 
that Jesus was a false prophet, that the gospels 
are not authentic, and that Christianity is a bor- 
rowed system of religion. That the Bible is not 
in accord with Science, that the atonement 


scheme is futile and foolish, and that religion is- 


not areal benefit to man. 
. Price, 20 cents, six for $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


“INFIDELS AND CHARITY.” |$; 


_A Leaflet showing that the oft-repeated Chris- 
tian statement that Infidels do not contribute 
to nor found charities is a falsehood. Itought to 
be widely circulated to meet the calumny. Price, 
5 cents; 50 cents a dozen. Address Tux TRUTH 
SEEKER, 28 Lafayette place, New York. 


RELIGION NOT HISTORY. 


Examination of the Morals and History 
of the New Testament. 
By Pror. F. W. NEWMAN. Price 2% sents. 


price. Old and new subscribers can 
avail themselvs of it, and we shall be 
glad if our present readers will call 
the attention of their friends to the 
values offered. 


The Freethinker's Badge-pin 
Ip: ‘THE TRUTH Rg 


yy 2.75 Pin and THE Trout 
z EEKER one year for $5. 


Ingersoll Souvenir Spoon 


AND 


THE TRUTH SEEKER 


ONE YEAR, 
Will be sent for $4.75. Sugar Spoons and TRUTA 
SEEKER, $5. Either kind (Tea or Sugar) Spoon 
gilt bowl, 50c. more, 
Address THE TRUTH SHEKER. 


MY RELIGIOUS EXPE- 
| RIENCE, 


Being the stor of his religious life and mental 
ourneyings. Written in his happiest and most 
brea way, and is the best of all his splendid 


works. Price, 25cents. Address 
: THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


| By S, P. Putnam. 


His Knees.” 


Photograph of Colonel Ingersoll, with his 
grandobild in his lap, a delicate little souvenir of 

merica’s greatest orator and Freedom’s greatest 
champion at home, may be had at this office for 
fifty cents 


GOVERNMENT ANALYZED. 


By COL. JOHN R. KBLSO. 


Contents: Derivations and Definitions of 
Political Terms; Various Forms of Government; 
eneral Principles of Government; Functions 
of Government; Origin of Government; Declara- 
tion of Independence; Articles of Confederation; 
Defects of the Confederation; Formation of the 
Constitution of the United ‘States; Taxation; 


BRAIN ~e BIBLE: 


THE CONFLICT BETWEEN MENTAL SCIENCE 
AND THEOLOGY. 


Tariff for Protection; Wars F anishment, Mar- 
riage; Religion; : ; 
Geecinment Should pa tion; Money; Whata) By EDGAR C. BEALL, M.O., 


Those who know Col. Kelso’s keen analytical 
Power, as shown in his ‘Bible Analyzed” and 
Deity Analyzed,” will realize that in ‘ Govern- 
ment Analyzed” they will hav the bedrock of 
human authority exposed, and will learn what 
overnment is. Whether they will agree with 
is statement of what government is depends 
apon whether they lean to Socialistic or Anarch- 
istic philosophy. But at all events everyone can 
learn something from this book. 
Price, $1.50. Sold by THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
Lafayette place, New York City. 


with a preface by 
R. G. INGERSOLT.. 


This is the only work of its kind in the li z 
ture of Freethoaght, Its arguments are litori 
upon scientific phrenology, and appeal directly 
to the readers sense of logic and love of justice. 
It is eloquent as well as convincing. 

Price, cloth, $1. Address 
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The Natural Causes of Right and Wrong. 

Hobbes, the goodly philosopher of a couple of 
centuries ago, in chapter xi of his “ Leviathan ” 
enlarges on a subject which he deems of great im- 
portance. This is, the mistaken courses whereinto 
men fall that are ignorant of natural causes and the 
proper signification of words. The effect of igno- 
rance of the causes of right, equity, law, and justice, 
is to make.custom and example the rule of actions, 
as with children, or to induce the setting of custom 
against reason, and reason against custom, “-where- 
by the doctrin of right and wrong is perpetually 
disputed, both by the pen, and by the sword.” 

Proceedings of this nature are to be seen every- 
where about us. Excellent Thomas Hobbes by no 
means over-estimates their prevalence. They con- 
stitute a large proportion of human action. 

That portion of human action is wasted—indeed 
worse than wasted. While “custom and example ” 
rule those who are easily befooled or intimidated, 
the deep-seeing and the valiant spurn these tram- 
mels; and the disorder that this breeds, and the 
persecution drawn upon these best members of our 
race, is deplorable. If the others, the conform- 
ing masses, could hav been told of. the truth in the 
matter, of “natural causes and the proper significa- 
tion of words,” they would not hav lent themselvs 
to the persecution, and it could not hav taken place. 
And if the non-conformists could hav been amply 
informed, they would not hav committed those mis- 
taken assaults upon the good in custom which un- 
fortunately hav ever mingled with their attacks 
upon the bad. 

The cause of this hurly-burly of blindness and 
suffering is the religion that has for fifteen hundred 
years forbidden men to write or speak about 
“natural causes,” as these natural causes would 
supplant the supernatural ones affirmed by that 
religion. It now lies with the opponents of that 
religion to find out and set forth the natural causes 
of right and wrong, the real reasons why we should 
do one thing and not do another. We hourly hear 
it said about us of actions, “ This was right, “ That 
was wrong.” Why was the one right, and the 
other wrong? and shall we change our views in any 
cases and eall right that which before was wrong, 
and wrong that which before was right ?—these 
questions each should busy himself with continually. 
When we hav found out, and told other people so 
that they all understand, crime will diminish 
vastly. 


More Jubilation Wanted. 

This age needs more celebration and festivity. 
The tone of society infused by Christianity, the re- 
ligion that declares man helpless and forlorn, and 
capable of obtaining happiness only by recognizing 
his abjectness and renouncing earth joys in exclu- 
siv devotion to another world, must be superseded. 
In its place must be put the hearty joyousness and 
jubilation of those pagan worships of nature which 
it blighted and buried. There needs a rejuvenes- 
cence, gladsome and exulting, of 


“ The glory that was Greece, 
The grandeur that was Rome.” 


In this sentiment we find the sensible writer 
Arthur Brisbane concurring. He says in the New 
York World: “The inhabitants of this city are 
starving mentally for lack of amusement and gayety. 
The events of recent days hav demonstrated this 
fact. We hav traveled about, squeezing and 
crowding each other, for a sight of a small duke, 
who is accompanied by a man in uniform. We hav 
endured humiliation and the gentle treatment of 
the New York police for a glimpse of a fashionable 
marriage at which a young man of title and a young 
woman of money shone. The smallest collection of 
men marching with one drum and one fife toa 
schuetzenfest will attract large crowds. There is 
not enough fun to go round.” That itis Christian- 
ity that is responsible for our gloom this writer 
agrees, for he goes on to say that it is our unprof- 
itable inheritance of Puritanism that lends dulness 
to the one day in the week which should be devoted 
to healthy pleasure, the day which keeps the French 
cheerful and gay in the midst of all their troubles. 
We need more ‘brass bands and more free shows. 
In Germany there is always good music in the air. 
The playing of fine military bands, particularly on 
Sunday, brings the people together, keeps them 
cheerful and helps to reconcile them to the extrav- 
agance of outrageous standing armies. We ought 
to hav fine bands here free to everybody. Pub- 
lic parks ought to be fitted up with all sorts of 
gymnastic apparatus to be used free by young men. 
The theaters ought to be opened on Sunday and at 
lower rates than on week-days. There is too much 
starving of the mind and restriction of Sunday 
liberty in this country. 

It would be fitting should Freethinkers, Anti- 
christians, be the leaders in some signal move 
bringing in the new era. 


A Priest Run Afoul of a Magician. 


The famous legerdemainist, Herrmann, is con- 
ducting, through the New York dailies, a brisk 
skirmish with Rev. Alfred Young, of the House of 
the Paulist Fathers. The subject is miracles. 

In one of his articles our impious sleight-of- 
hand man states that after a professional hunt for a 
real miracle for the space of thirty years, and after 
a reward of $20,000 for the production of one, he 
could never discover what he sought, and he con- 
cluded as reasonable that in the past thirty years 
there has never been a miracle wrought at all. At 
this the aggrieved Paulist comes forth in print and 
tells Herrmann to go to the fount of Lourdes, 
France, and there he will find a lot of miracles. To 
this recommendation be adds sundry bits of weak 
sarcasm and bitter epithet. The professor of 
white magic replies: ‘He tells me to go to Lourdes 
and see the crutches on exhibition there, and the 
church built with the alms of the people who hav 
been cured there. I do not want to go to Lourdes, 
because I hav been there, but for every person cured 


at Lourdes I will bring another from the Hot 


Springs of Arkansas.” The professor then offers 
his $20,000 for proof, first, that the waters of 


Lourdes are not impregnated with medical sub- 
stances, and second, that a person has ever been 
cured of an organic disease by them. 

Then, the black-gowned of the disputants declares 
that there hav been no bogus miracles, and that it 
is mean of Mr. Herrmann to say so. Whereupon 
he receives the retort: ‘Does Alfred Young mean 
to say that there hav not been bogus miracles? If 
so, let me deluge him with facts. I refer him to 
‘Hume’s History of England of the Reign of Henry 
VIII.’ for a list of discovered tricks called miracles. 
I refer him to the contemporaneous history of those 


times for a further list of the exposition of tricks 


passed for miracles.” 

At last the spiritual father winds up with what 
he esteems a crushing blow, which is : 

‘“ Here is what he [Herrmann] is to do in order to 
obtain the power to perform Catholic miracles and giv 
others the like power, simply this and nothing more: 
Let him get himself crucified and then rise from the dead 
again on the third day. Professional etiquet forbids 
my making any charge for the recipe.” 

To which he gets a reply that we suppose makes 
him impose doubly fierce penances on his victims of 
the confessional for a month, and in his sermons 
denounce skeptics with bitterness no end hight- 
ened. The reply is: 

“Thank you, Alfred Young, but I am not in the 
miracle business. Youare. You claim to be empowered 
with all the prerogativs given to the original Apostles. 
You know that in the tenth chapter of Matthew you are 
empowered, like the Apostles, to do the following things: 
‘ Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out 
devils.” You perform duties every day by virtue of just 
such authority in your priestly functions—duties, how- 
ever, which require mere words with no visible results. 
Now, then, prove something by facts, Take off your coat, 
get a cross, crucify yourself and come back again, or get 
one of your associates to bring you back again, for he has 
the power to raise the dead as well as you. Send me a 
complimentary ticket to the exhibition. I never charge 
clergymen admission to my entertainments.” 

It is not likely that this challenge will result in 
the self-inflicted crucifixion of Father Young; but 
we know whose crucifixion, if the church possessed 
her erstwhile power, it would result in. 


———— 


Catholics Overriding Civil Law. 


Among the things showing how certainly 
Catholicism would crush civil government to make 
place for ecclesiastical if she could get the power, is 
the manner in which she actually does at the present 
hour override the marriage law of the state. She 
steadfastly refuses to recognize as valid the law, en- 
acted by the people supreme, which pronounces 
wedded two persons one of whom has been 
divorced. 

On a late Sunday Archbishop Cleary passed sen- 
tence of excommunication against Richard Mc- 
Govern and Mary Barkley at Kemptville, Ontario. 
Mr. McGovern had while employed in the United 
States married a Catholic woman in a Catholic 
church. On being brought to Canada she disliked 
the place so that she returned. McGovern got a 
divorce from her in the United States and married 
Mary Barkley by civil ceremony. When the arch- 
bishop of Kingston learned of this he summoned 
the man and woman to meet him in the church at 
Prescott. ‘They appeared, but neither was willing 
to abandon the other. The archbishop admonished 
them and threatened excommunication, but in spite 
of repeated warnings they continued to liv to- 
gether, and on Sunday the archbishop in the pres- 
ence of a crowded congregation, including Protest- 
ants as well as Catholics, gathered from all the 
surrounding parishes, pronounced in most solemn 
form what a report styles the “dread sentence.” As 
the archbishop concluded the sentence of excom- 
munication the tolling of the great bell in the steeple 
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was echoed by the bells in the sanctuary. The arch- 
bishop shut the open missal and ordered it removed, 
then taking the candle on the right from its socket 
he dashed it on the floor and extinguished its light, 
trampling it under foot. He repeated the same 
form with the second candle, thus symbolically 
signifying that the excommunicated pair were, in 
the language of the report, “bereft of the spirit of 
wisdom and light and grace, and cast forth into 
outer darkness.” 

The Catholic clergy do not hesitate to call any 
woman who has been made a wife by the law of the 
people, but whose ceremony does not bring profit 
to their particular pockets, a concubine, and declare 
that she and her husband are living in concubinage. 
From their insulting defiance of the marriage law 
at present, we may easily conceive what would be 
their conduct toward all laws could they grow 
strong enough. 


The Struggle of Moral Resorts vs. Immoral. 


On Thursday, the 8th, the United States circuit 
court, sitting at Chicago, decided that the World’s 
Fair should be closed on Sundays. Judges Woods 
and Jenkins rendered opinions in favor of the in- 
junction asked by District-attorney Milchrist to 
prevent the opening of the gates. Judge Grosscup 
dissented. The decision will be heard on appeal in 
the United States circuit court of appeals. 

Judge Woods announced that each member of 
the court would deliver his own opinion. 

Justice Woods for his own part offered the point 
that the Fair is under national control even irre- 
spectiv of the grant of $2,500,000 with the Sunday- 
closing condition annexed. He said that the act of 
Congress inaugurating the Fair showed that the 
Illinois legislature and the park commissioners had 
tendered the Fair to the national government. “It 
is provided,” said he, “that the Illinois corporation 
shall tender the site to the national comniission, 
which shall accept it on behalf of the government 
if thé site is desirable. All through the act is indi- 
cated a legal transfer to the government. ‘The 
local corporation is given no authority to control 
the possession of the grounds.” He also stated: 
« The general law is that when the national govern- 
ment takes possession of grounds within a state the 
laws of that state continue to hav force only through 
the United States authorities.” He went on: “In 
my judgment the government had the right to en- 
force that Sunday-closing rule without giving the 
Fair a single dollar. It was not necessary for Con- 
gress to vote money and attach such a condition to 
its acceptance in order to secure Sunday closing.” 
As to the right of the government to seek relief in 
a court of equity, he held that Congress had as 
much authority to protect its interests at Jackson 
park as it had in the federal building where the 
court was sitting. As to the contrary decision of 
the state court, while he regretted the conflict of 
jurisdiction, he said that it was inadmissible to en- 
tertain the idea that the federal court must yield in 
comity to the state court. 

The decision of Judge Jenkins was substantially 
the same as that of Judge Woods. He added, 
however: “It is said that this legislation by Con- 
gress was without the power of Congress in that it 
seeks to establish a religious test. I cannot concur 
in that suggestion. The day of rest is needful for 
humanity to recover from the strain of six days’ 
labor. The laws of the state bearing on this point 
provide for rest'and for non-interruption of religious 
_ services. It is not compulsory on anyone to go to 
church, but it provides peace for those who wish to 
go to church.” This notion of the judge, that it is 
necessary to the peace of the church-goers that 
they make everybody else go too, or at least shut 
them off from going to any other places that they 
may want to go to, will evoke from the reader a 
smile as he pagses this point in the account. 
Withal, it cannot be denied that the smile will, as 
reflection succeeds, quickly merge into an expression 
of exasperation. This judge remarked on the de- 
cision of Judge Stein in the state court, ordering 
the Fair open: ‘As tothe state court which has 


passed on this case, I will say that the United: 


States was not a partyin that court. I think that 


there can be no question that the United States has 
a right to use courts of its own jurisdiction to ad- 
judicate matters pertaining to governmental affairs. 
In my opinion the injunction asked for should 
issue.” 

Judge Grosscup, who delivered the dissenting 
opinion, set forth that the point which moved bim 


to do so was the withdrawal by the national gov- 


ernment of part of the $2,500,000 with which it had 
purchased the right to close the gates Sundays. 

At this decision, Edwin Walker, counsel for the 
local directors, asked a supersedeas, which would 
suspend the going into effect of the injunction. 
He said the gravity of the situation was increased 
by the decision of the state court on this same 
question being opposed to the decision of the 
federal court. There was danger of an unpleasant 
conflict of authority between the courts. The 
supersedeas was denied. It was then supposed by 
the people that the World’s Fair would be closed 
on the coming Sunday. For they inferred that, of 
the two injunctions out, the one of the federal 
court commanding closing would be obeyed rather 
than the one of the state court ordering opening. 
To be sure, Attorney Mason, engaged in the suit 
of Stockholder Charles Clingman to hav the Fair 
opened, threatened that if it was closed he would 
hav all the Fair officials attached for contempt of 
court in disobeying the injunction of Judge Stein. 
There seemed some prospects of a lively conflict be- 
tween authorities. ‘ 

But this was averted and the Fair was opened. 
Edwin Walker was so lucky as to obtain an im- 
mediate audience from Chief-justice Fuller of the 
federal court of appeals at Chicago. This judge 
set the following Thursday, the 15th, for a regular 
hearing in appeal, and meantime granted the super- 
sedeas suspending the closing injunction just 
issued in the federal circuit court. 

Among the considerations advanced by Edwin 
Walker, in obtaining this writ, was the one that 
closing the Fair henceforth would deprive it of 
$1,750,000 of receipts which it otherwise would re- 
ceive from now on to its close; that it needed this 
money badly and without it might be crippled and 
hav to close; that if its present creditors should 
press their claims it would hav to. close at once, 
and that as a matter of right feeling surely the 
national government would not like to stand by 
and see the Exposition shut up. 

The Fair last Sunday, the 11th, was attended by 
a large crowd, of perfect orderliness. The crowd, 
however, was not so large as that on some few 
week-days in the past. It will not be until Sunday 
opening becomes a settled and known thing. The 
puritans and domineerers are to a very considerable 
extent winning success in their endeavor to keep 
people from elevating themselvs morally and 
mentally. l 


Clerics Demanding Special Privileges. 


The clergy, rendered presumptuous by long in- 
dulgence and adulation from an ignorant people, 
insist on special prerogativs in countless quarters. 
They enjoy freedom from taxes on their places of 
business. They are.made happy by laws forbidding 
rivals to solicit the people’s pennies on the day 
when they do business. They hold that they should 
be exempt from military service; in France, for in- 
stance, they are now declaiming against what they 
call the outrage of a new law drafting clerical sem- 
inarists like other young men. 

What we shall note particularly here is their re- 
sistance to the law calling all citizens to testify 
whatever they are able at a case at law. Rev. Daniel 
8. Toy, a Baptist clergyman of Williamsbridge, 
New York, recently refused to giv evidence in an 
important suit on the ground that what he knew of 
the controversy had come to him in the form of a 
confession, and was protected by Matt. xviii, 15, etc., 
which had been adopted by the Baptist church asa 
rule of disciplin. Judge Dykman upheld the min- 
ister in his refusal to testify, basing his decision on 
Sec. 833 of the Code of Civil Procedure, which says : 
«A clergyman or other minister of any religion 
shall not be allowed to disclose a confession made 
to him in his professional character in the course of 


disciplin enjoined by the rules or practice of the 
religious body to which he belongs.” 

A precious fine statute is this. And a precious 
class it is that has procured it and exercises the 
exemption granted by it. 

The Catholic Review informs us on the origin of 
the statute. It says: 


“That law was the fruit of the Rev. Father Kuhlman’s 
refusal to betray the confidence of a man who had con- 
fessed his sins to him. He was sent to prison, but he 
would not hav let one word escape him if he had been 
sentenced to the gallows or the stake. All honor to the 
Rev. Mr. Toy for defending the sanctity of communica- 
tions received by him in his clerical capacity.” 


No, not all honor, but all shame, to the Rev. Mr. 
Toy, and the whole of the Protestants and Catholics 
together. Equality for all, special privilege to 
none—how far from this great principle of ovr 
people are the clergy in their every course. 


Catholics Telling the People to Remain Ig- 
norant. 


As education is growing so popular now, Cath- 
olies generally profess to favor it. But before it 
had become so popular they uniformly discouraged 
it. They maintained a very few schools and col- 
leges to educate their higher clergy, but repressed 
education of the people at large. If they held some 
scattered schools for the masses at large, it was 
only to teach them ghost stories and miracle 
legends, with perhaps a dash of an absurd kind of 
logic known as the “scholastic” which has not now 
been heard of for three hundred years, and a bit 
of the steril dead language of Latin. The knowl- 
edge such as our children now learn in schools was 
not allowed to show its face. 

People nowadays should not be deceived by the 
assertions of Catholics that they never repressed 
education. A good reading of history will make 
plain the facts. , 

Indeed, this truth may be discerned by the reader 
of the Catholic literature of to-day. For the new 
policy of friendliness to education has not been 
skilfully impressed in every quarter. Here and 
there a Catholic writer still blunders forth the 
actual sentiments of his church, unaware or disre- 
garding that they should now be cloaked. Here is 
one such utterance: 

“ The ordinary man, favored with only sufficient edu- 
cation to assist him in comprehending the actualities of 
life’s struggles, is the most enviable of creatures, if pos- 
sessed of faith in Christ he leaves these various philoso- 
phies to the consideration of scholars fitted by educa- 
tion to analyze them without being carried off their base 
by distinctions and peculiarities.” . 

This is from the Catholic Freeman's Journal. 

The Roman Catholic church is the most deadly 
foe that education has ever coped with. She is the 
ancient and at heart unchanging enemy of blessed 
knowledge, which alone lights our path and brings 
us every happiness that we enjoy. 

J. E. Remsburg has a well-preserved volume of 
Paine’s “Common Sense,” bearing the imprint 
“London, 1776.” The original edition of this work 
was published in Philadelphia in January, 1776. 


G. W. Foote, president of the National Secular So- 
ciety of England and editor of the Freethinker, and 
Charles Watts, who needs no introduction to the 
Liberals of this country, will represent the National 
Secular Society of England at the International 
Congress of Freethinkers, to be held at Chicago this 
fall by the Freethought Federation, the American 
Secular Union, and the Canadian Secular Union. 
Messrs. Foote and Watts design to arrive in New 
York about September 1st. They are open to a 
few lecture engagements, and only afew. Appli- 
cation should be made at once, therefore, to Charles 
Watts, Baskerville Hall, The Crescent, Cambridge 
street, Birmingham, England. All Liberals know 
Mr. Watts. His colleague, Mr. Foote, we are as- 
sured, is an entertaining as well as satisfying 
public speaker. It is his first visit to this country, 
and he should receive a fraternal greeting that will 
make his hand ache. Let us giv him the heartiest 
of welcomes. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, JUNE 17, 1893. : 373 


E 
World’s Fair Notes. 


THE ART PALACE.—CONCLUDED. 


Still further pictures are these: “The Empty 
Saddle,” a mounted warrior at a spacious castle 
leading a horse with empty saddle, while on 
the baleony a woman sinks fainting into the arms 
of her attendants—it is her lover’s horse with the 
empty saddle; “Sea Urchins,” naked boys with 
boats playing on the shore; “Scouts in Flight,” 
two horses with riders leaping madly along; “Be- 
fore the Days of Rapid Transit,” a canal-boat com- 
pany taking it easy—it’s no use to be in a hurry; 
“In the Omnibus”—those who have been there 
will know it. “The Defenestration of Prague” is 
a splendidly exciting picture. It is by V. Brosik, a 
Bohemian artist of ardent patriotism. It repre- 
sents a scene early in the seventeenth century, when 
three unpopular councillors of the emperor were 
hurled from the windows by the Bohemian repre- 
sentatives. The expressions of rage and helpless 
terror on the various faces are exceedingly well de- 
picted. This act of violence was the beginning of 
the Thirty Years’ war. “The Eternal Siren ” is the 
sea in its most smiling, enticing, and musical mood. 
“The Vision” is a beautiful being floating sport- 
ively on the crests of the wave in a foggy night, 
spreading her ruddy hair with her fingers till its 
lights mingle with the rays of a lantern carried by 
bewildered boatmen. Makart, the Austrian artist, 
displays a series of large panels of nude figures typ- 
ifying the “Five Senses,” sumptuous in color. 
“Never to Return” is the despairing title of a deso- 
-late picture representing an Arctic expedition. The 
picture of “The Artist’s Family” is charming. It 
is framed in an arched door. Two flaxen-haired, 
blue-clad boys are in the foreground, a dog at their 
feet. Back of them is the baby’s carriage, its tiny 
occupant’s fat, striped legs and cherished doll in 
bright display. The mother, with blue-spotted 
dress and red shawl, trundles this chariot of infancy. 
Behind is a little girl with papa’s sketching ma- 
terials, and the picture flows with a background of 
house and simple, pretty landscape. A large 
picture which cannot fail to excite interest is 
Krohg’s “Lief Eriksson Discovers America.” The 
navigator appears at the helm, one hand on the til- 
ler and the other pointing to the land, which ap- 
pears on the horizon, while his men are rushing up 
from the body of the vessel. The distant view of 
the land is admirable. The bronzes from Naples, 
reproductions of antique originals from the buried 
cities, are especially noteworthy, so exactly has the 
artist performed his work. The blemishes which 
appear in the originals’ colors, resulting from the 
action of fire and corrosion, are faithfully copied. 
Narcissus is shown wearing sandals and roeskin, 
his right hand raised and head gently inclined. 
The winged Victory, poised on a globe, is a stat- 
uette of rare grace. There are the dancing fauns, 
Cupids clasping dolphins, figures of Pan, etc. 
None of these are over two feet high. They are of 
a beautiful gray-green color, with a touch of blue 
and red—the effect of heat and long repose in 
an envelope of ashes. There is a fragment of 
« Psyche,” attributed to Praxiteles. There are also 
in this collection articles for domestic and sacer- 
dotal use, such as lamps, door ornaments, vases, 
libation cups, tripods, a gladiator’s helmet and 
greaves, the helmet ornamented with bas-reliefs, 
representing the last night in Troy. In this superb 
collection are about two hundred works of surpass- 
ing historic and artistic value. 

The American “Retrospective Exhibit” includes 
the best examples of portraiture and sculpture of 
early American artists, all prior to 1776. The earli- 
est date is 1731, a picture of the family of Bishop 
Berkley, who wrote “ Westward the Course of Em- 
pire Takes Its Way.” 

I have given mere glimpses of the wonderful 
treasures in the Art Palace—some of the swift yet 
lasting thoughts induced by these many forms and 
colors. Yet Ihave not given a tithe of what lingers 
in my memory. Space forbids. It would take 
volumes to express the depth, the grandeur, the 
ravishing beauty of these productions of human 
genius. I was almost of a mind to write nothing, 
words are so inadequate, but I must endeavor to 
give a hint of this luminous world, where the 
sweetest lessons of love, humanity, nobility, and grace 
are taught. It will be seen from my spars descrip- 
tions how largely the element of common life enters 
into these glories of art, and thus the lowliest bu- 
man scenes are a treasure o: delight. At the touch 
of genius the cottage becomes as magnificent as the 
palace. l 

I must now in a few words describe the Art 
Palace itself. Itis a beautiful structure, the most 
faultless of any in the White City. Its architecture 
is universally commended. It is Ionic, the order 
being taken from the Erechtheum of the Acropolis 


at Athens. The galleries and courts for the exhi- 
bitions of paintings and sculptures are of varying 
proportions, lighted from above; and the structure 
is fireproof. The three great sections, the Central, 
East, and West pavilions, aggregate in extreme 
length 1,132 feet, and in depth 504 feet. The main 
walls are of brick covered with “staff,” a composi- 
tion of plaster-of-Paris and other ingredients, which 
has, when, finished, the appearance of stone. The 
roof is of iron, steel], and glass, and all the columns, 
staircases, etc., are of iron. There are eighty gal- 
leries ranging from 30 feet square to 36 by 120 feet 
for the exhibition of paintings, besides 108 alcoves 
fronting upon the courts of the central pavilion, 
28 on the first floor and 80 on the second. There 
are four large courts and a rotunda in the Central 
pavilion,and a rotunda in each of the other pavilions 
for the exhibition of sculptural and architectural 
works. The total wall space of the Art Gallery is 
200,000 square feet. The countries represented 
are France, Germany, Great Britain, Austria, Spain, 
Italy, Belgium, Holland, Norway, Sweden, Den- 
mark, Russia, Canada, Mexico, and Japan. 

There is undoubtedly at this Exposition a better 
general representation of the World’s Art than in 
any exposition of the past. In the French expo- 
sitions German art has been very slightly repre- 
sented, and the German expositions have contained 
but little of French art. Russian art is seldom 
seen outside of Russia, and Scandinavian genius 
has not received adequate attention. 

The selection of exhibits has been made by a 
committee of artists. Great care has been exer- 
cised. The standard of excellence is much higher 
than is usual in international exhibitions. I must 
call attention especially to the Japanese exhibit. 
Never before has Japan been represented in the 
art department of an international exposition; and 
never before has that country been given such an 
opportunity as now. The authorities of the Art 
Department did not bind Japanese exhibitors to 
the rigid classifications established for other nations, 
but permitted the exhibit to be thoroughly national 
and universal in character, and the result is a most 
remarkable display. 

The cost of the Art Palace was $670,000. It 
covers a space of over five acres. Its dome is 125 
feet in hight, surmounted by a colossal winged 
figure of Victory. It is located on the south side 
of the North pond, separated from the water by a 
beautiful terrace, ornamented with balustrades. 
The north front faces a wide, open lawn and the 
cluster of state buildings. 

THE FISHERIES BUILDING. 

On leaving the Art Palace we pur:ue our journey 
to the Fisheries Building. Thereis more variety in 
the architecture of this building than any other. It 
is in three parts: a main building, and two polyg- 
onal buildings, conneeted with the main structure 
by two curved arcades. The main building has two 
great entrances, set in pavilions projecting beyond 
the line of the main building and flanked with 
round towers. The general design of the structure 
is Roman, with the details of ornamentation worked 
out in realistic manner after various fish and marine 
forms. 

Everything that human ingenuity has gathered 
from the depths of the ocean, lake, or river is 
exhibited here. The aquarium takes us with 
McGinty to the very bottom of the sea, and we look 
upon the beauty and strangeness of that under- 
world. We seem to be walking amidst deep sea 
grottoes and realizing the romance of Jules Verne’s 
wonderful fancy. We watch the coral animal, 
builder of islands and of continents. We might 
make a bouquet of the sea anemones that blossom 
miles below the surface of the ocean. We are sur- 
rounded with monster devil-fish sharks, and other 
terrors, but they cannot touch us. We voyage 
safely by. We also see the beauties of the stream 
and lake, the catfish, the perch, the sucker, the trout, 
and all that the truant boy loves to angle for. 
Gorgeous goldfish, gilden ides, golden tench, dis- 
port where crystal streams flow from masses of rock 
covered with moss and lichens. 

The paraphernalia of the Fish Commission, the 
inventions by which the finny tribe is cultivated, the 
wonderful progress infish farming, the implements 
of commercial fishing, and the latest tackle for 
angling are displayed in their fullest extent. 

The exhibit of the Smithsonian Institute consists 
of models in papier mache representing the fur seal 
and the walrus fisheries on the Alaskan coast. The 
“drive,” the “rookery,” etc., are illustrated. The 
killing of seals is also depicted; a group of Aleuts 
being represented in the act of smashing the 
seals’ heads with clubs. The walrus, now becom- 
ing extinct, is reproduced in material that gives 
it a remarkably life-like appearance. 

In the main hall Norway has a comprehensive 
exhibit of her fisheries, including boats, nets, fishing 


scenes, and prepared products. Canada has a fine 
display. The state of Washington sends the skele- 
ton of a whale sixty feet long. Japan makes quite 
a showing with models, among which is that of a 
Japanese fisher-boat and crew, engaged in catching 
fish, A Rhode Island genius has what may be 
called a transverse section of the fishing grounds at 
Nantucket island. It shows the fishing-boats on 
the surface of the water, and underneath the man- 
ner in which traps and lines. are baited, and how 
the denizens of the deep disport themselves at 
home. 

On the lagoon is a life-saving station regularly 
equipped for service. There isa light-house, and a 
little beyond is the battle-ship Dlinois. This is a 
model, life-size, of the latest addition to naval 
architecture. It is manned by a crew of Jack tars, 
and is supplied with a full battery of guns of the 
size and caliber of an actual ship. Four of its guns 
are of the breech-loading, one-hundred-and-ten-ton 
style, warranted to plunk a bull’s-eye at fifteen 
miles. Naval officers command it, and life on board 
illustrates the doings of sailors on the White 
Squadron. 

UNCLE SAM'S EXHIBIT. 

From the battle-ship we stroll to the Government 
Building, where Uncle Sam has on parade some- 
thing from all the governmental departments. 
California has distinguished herself by supplying 4 
section of redwood fifty feet high and thirty feet in 
diameter. This is fitted with a circular flight of 
stairs, and you can climb to the top. The exhibit 
of the War Department is quite brilliant, and makes 
the heart of the soldier beat with many memories 
of the old camp-ground. By means of wax fig- 
ures, the costumes of officers and privates are 
shown, and in picturesque groups the habits of 
soldier life are revealed. There is a complete dis- 
play of small arms and ordnance. One cannon 
weighs fifty-two tons. God will always be on the 
side of a weapon like that. Prayer would avail but 
little against its tremendous missiles. Papier 
mache horses are hooked up to the gun carriages, 
and the gunners appear in their proper places. 
There is an Arctic scene connected with the Greeley . 
expedition, and the Eskimos are shown with dog- 
sleds, snow-houses, etc. The Smithsonian Institute 
has a wonderful exhibition of taxidermy, and the 
post-office department shows every stamp ever 
issued and all the means of mail transportation and 
service. Coins and bank-notes of every variety are 
displayed. The Fish Commission has an immense 
exhibit with hatcheries, fish, molds, aquatic scenes, 
etc. 

There are valuable historical relics—the original 
manuscript of the Declaration of Independence, etc. 

The illustrations of prehistoric races include a 
complete exposition of their stone, bronze, and iron 
implements, tracing also their evolution, decay, and 
extinction. 

The North American Indian chiefs appear, 
modeled from life and dressed in native costume. 
They are surrounded by members of their families 
and by collections of their household utensils, 
clothing, basketry, implements of war and the chase, 
as well as evidences of their pastimes and religious 
ceremonies. 

There is a most complete collection of grains. 
Samples of wheat grown in every county in the 
United States are here. Every seed was picked by 
hand, and the varieties are arranged in tasteful 
glass compartments, with labels indicating the 
name, place, weight, and nature of soil and climate. 

The National Museum gives special attention to 
fauna, showing specimens rapidly becoming ex- 
tinct, such as the buffalo, moose, mountain sheep 
and goat deer, walrus, seal, and sea-lion. The bird 
exhibition includes finely mounted specimens of 
every species. The exhibit of reptiles includes 
casts of all the poisonous and non-poisonous snakes, 
painted in natural colors and mounted in life atti- 
tudes. A collection of fossil animals is also to be 
seen. 

In the zoological exhibit are collections showing 
the service rendered to man by the various animals, 
and the products of animals used by man as food 
or in the arts and industries, with the methods em- 
ployed in their preparation, as in the case of fur, 
hair, feathers, scales, skins, flesh, bone, teeth, horns, 
hoofs, and claws. 

Models of Hell Gate, showing the rock and 
illustrating the past and present topographical 
features of that portion of New York harbor, are 
here. 

The Smithsonian Institute contributes a collec- 
tion illustrating its own origin and growth, and the 
scope of its work during the forty-seven years of its 
existence, and in addition portraits of representa- 
tive scientific men. 

Transportation is illustrated by means of models, 

(Continued on page 376.) 
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Gommunications. 


Tortures and Savagery of Christianity. 


It was not until recently that I-became aware that 
superstitious rites were being practiced in the 


United States which can scarcely find a parallel 
among the barbaric tribes of Africa. 


Others may be cognizant of the facts, but they 
were so new and startling to me that I hav been 
constrained to write them up for the readers of Tux 


TRUTH SEEKER. 


Even if there are some who know that these ter- 
rible rites are being practiced, they must be new 
to many, and will afford a theme for profitable re- 
However, I am inclined to think that com- 
parativly few know that here—not in the far-off 
islands of the Pacific, but here in the land of 
Franklin and Jefferson, where we are almost daily 
surprised by some scientific achievement—cruel and 
inhuman ceremonies are practiced which none would 
expect to find only among people sunk to the lowest 
depths of barbarism. Yet this occurs every year 
during holy week, and at many different places, 
among American citizens‘who vote with us at the 
ballot-box, and hav a voice in all the concerns of the 


flection. 


nation. 


In southern Colorado, and all over New Mexico, 
is an order whose members, both men and women, 
represent Christ’s journey to crucifixion by bearing 
heavy, rough wooden crosses on bare shoulders of 
sufficient weight to leave marks of abrasion in the 


flesh. 


These crosses are borne with bare feet over flinty 
routes where cacti pierce their bleeding feet, to an 
improvised Calvary where they are bound, and often 
nailed, to the cross, and sometimes suffer death. 
The village of Taos, in northern New Mexico, is one 
of the strongholds of the Penitents, where they do 
their baking in mud ovens, and heat their low mud 
houses from mud fireplaces—showing what I hav 
always contended, that the Christian religion, un- 


affected by outside influence, will forever hold men 
to a standstill. 


Penitent Brothers.” 


a few crosses, and scourges, and pictures of saints. 
The “ Penitents ” scourge themselvs, or each other, 
and often on their naked backs, cut full of gashes 
with sharp flints. 

Their religious ceremonies are mostly conducted 


in secret, and the man who would attempt to make 


them public by photcgraphy would scarcely be 
allowed to get away with his life. It is humiliating 
to think that such human hyenas are directing the 


affairs of our government. And I wish to impress 


this lesson especially upon the minds of the young, 
that Christianity is, and always has been, inimical 
to a free government. 

Every one of these penitents shows fearful scars 


on his back, which may be regarded as “the trade- 


mark ” of the order. These are made by an officer 


called “ El picador,” with a piece of sharp flint, at 


the initiatory ceremony. The novice says to the 
‘“‘gasher,” For the love of God giv me three, or the 
five wounds of Christ, or the seven last words of 
Jesus, or the Ten Commandments, or the forty days 
in the wilderness, which means three, or five, seven, 
ten, or forty gashes on the bare back, deep enough 
to make the blood flow. These wounds are cut 
open with a sharp flint each year in order to render 
the scourging more painful. This is called “letting 
out the blood of Christ.” 

The scourge is a bundle of twigs three feet long, 
but sometimes the cactus is used, and its thorns 
penetrate the flesh, and they frequently march in 
procession with these cacti tightly bound to their 
naked. bodies. Ii is reported that two thousand 
lashes hav been laid upon a naked, bleeding back in 
a single day. Itis not to be supposed that these 
lashes were laid on heavy enough to bruise, but 
with sufficient force to irritate the lacerated flesh 
and cause excruciating pain. In these ceremonies 
the Penitents hav a black cloth thrown over the 
‘head and tied about the neck to conceal their 
identity. 

In Holy Week all the horrors of this savage order 
are put into practice. 

On a hilloek some distance from the brotherhood 
house to represent Calvary is planted a cross. Day 
after day processions march from the house to the 
cross afflicting themselvs in the most cruel manner 
for the love of God. Like other Christians, they 
imagin a great, powerful being with vindictiv and 
savage propensities, and then they imagin what 
will please him and conduct themselvs accordingly. 
And I imagin that the whole thing is but a reflec- 
tion of the savageness in the Christian mind. And 


In this neighborhood are about 
one hundred of these fanatics, known as “The 
They are Catholics, and the 
“Brotherhood House” is a one-story adobe with a 
huge cross at one end, and bare walls inside, except 


this must ever be so as long as the human mind is 
swayed by any system of supernaturalism. 

A common scene is the march of the flagellants, 
led by the “pietro” blowing a bungle of a flute or 
fife. Another bears acrucifix. Allare nearly naked, 
their bare feet cut with sharp stones and cruel cacti, 


while the scourges are applied to their already 


lacerated backs, causing the blood to trickle upon 


the ground at every step. 
The march is to a cross, where the Penitents go 
through a secret mummery, as silly as that practiced 


by other Christians—lash themselvs a given number 


of times, and then return to the brotherhood house. 


The cross-bearers are conspicuous figures in these 
The company is led by the fifer and 
crucifix-bearers, and somewhere in the ghastly 
throng is a man with an open book reading prayers. 
One man bears a ponderous cross with his arms 
lashed to the cross-piece. Another is bending under 
a cross so long and heavy that the main beam drags 


marches. 


on the ground and leaves a furrow along the trail. 


Still another is seen with the cross-bar resting upon 
his shoulder, his arms bound to the cross-bar at the 
wrists, each hand holding a sword by the hilt, while 
These crosses are 
rough and heavy, and often tear the skin from the 


the points rest upon the hips. 
naked shoulder. 


In these marches one often kneels while another 
lashes his bleeding back. One makes the journey 
on his knees over the sharp stones and through the 
Another has ‘them bound on his back with 
spines long and sharp enough to pierce leather. 
Pieces of cactus are thrown at these fools for Jesus’s 
sake, and the spines pierce the flesh so as to hold 


cacti. 


the branches fast. 


A woman carried in her arms a larger image of 
her crucified Christ, and waddled on her knees the 
distance of a mile covered with stubble, stone, and 
Her skirts were torn to shreds, and from 
her knees downward her limbs were covered with 


cacti. 


sickening wounds. 


The climax is reached on Holy Friday, when the 
The 
scene opens with a march from the brotherhood 
house to the hill representing Calvary. The chief 
brother goes into the house and comes out with his 
victim. He is entirely naked except a pair of cotton 
drawers, and a black bag drawn. over his head. In 
some instances the subject is a volunteer, in others 
selected by lot. A huge cross lies upon the ground 
and a hole is dug to receiveit. The subject walks 
resolutely up to the cross and lies down upon it, 
his arms stretched out upon the cross-beam. Then 
the “ Brothers of Light” take a rope and lash his 
A strong man will 
draw those ropes so tightly that the strands are 


day is celebrated with a genuin crucifixion. 


arms and legs to the cross. 


buried in the flesh. 


If the love of God has been sufficiently shed 


abroad in his soul, if heis determined to do a clean 
job, one that will makehis Jesus fairly snicker with 
delight and put the Virgin Mary in the spooniest 
kind of a mood, he will resolutely object to being 
tied to the cross, and will cry out: “For the love 
of God don’t dishonor me; don’t tie me, but nail 
me; for the love of God nail me to the cross.” Scars 
can be seen upon the hands and feet of many who 
hav been crucified by being nailed to the cross. 

Ropes are tied to the top of the cress to serve as 
guys, then the “ Brothers of Light” raise the great 
beam to a perpendicular. Its central post drops 
into the hole, and sends something like a death 
shock along the quivering nerves of the subject. 
The weight of the man causes the ropes to sink 
into the flesh, or if he is nailed the holes are 
drawn into ghastly slots. The man’s arms and legs 
soon begin to turn toa bluish purple, then black, and 
swell into revolting bunches. The blood ceases to 
circulate, and after a time, which must seem like 
an age to the poor deluded wretch, and after God 
is sufficiently satisfied with the suffering, the chief 
brother givs the signal, and the cross is laid upon 
the ground. 

The ropes are quickly untied, or if he was nailed 
the spikes withdrawn, and the helpless and almost 
lifeless man is picked up by two assistants, who 
place their shoulders under his arms, and the march 
back to the brotherhood house begins. At first the 
body givs no signs of life or consciousness, but 
after the blood begins to force itself through the 
torpid veins, the legs begin to show signs of a 
feeble movement. At the brotherhood house one 
of God’s great fools is nursed back to life and 
strength. But not always, for sometimes the man 
is taken down from the cross and the world knows 
him nomore. His clothes are sent to his wife, and 
in some lonely canyon a grave and a pile of stones 
supporting a rude cross is all there is to tell the 
tale. Such are the effects of superstition on the 
human mind. Of course, men must be influenced 


more or less by their environments, but the tend- 


ency of every system of supernaturalism is to force 


men from the path of reason. Itis claimed that all 
the polished and highly civilized nations are in- 
debited to Christianity for their elevation and ad- 
vancement. As well claim that the progress of a 
steam-tug is owing to the raft which it drags be- 
hind it. Cut loose the raft and then you may form 
a just judgment of the speed of the boat. How- 
ever high a nation may stand, it would hav reached 
still grander hights if it had been cut loose from 
the dead weight of superstition. And these igno- 
rant, self-torturing fanatics, whose cruel and bloody 
rites I hav described, are ample proof of the truth 
of the assertion. 

What but the Christian superstition has held 
these people back and kept them surrounded with 
the atmosphere of the Dark Ages? And what better 
to-day are the Christians in the most enlightened 
churches? ‘True, they do not inflict self-torture, 
but they often show a disposition to torture others, 
as Bennett and Reynolds and Harman can testify. 
Witness the man who goes down on his knees to 
address a “throne of grace.” Where is that 
throne? Who knows anything about it? To 
whom does he talk? Does he not address his — 
words to open space? And yet men are paid for 
going through this silly mummery in the army, in 
the navy, and in our legislativ halls—a ceremony as 
senseless as it would be to repeat one of Shak- 
spere’s plays to a Digger Indian. Wasa prayer ever 
answered? And yet they keep right on talking as 
if their imaginary God was holding his ear close to 
the keyhole. Think of it—men eating bread and 
swearing by the man in the moon that it is the 
body of a man who died two thousand years ago; 
drinking the juice of grapes and swearing by the 
toe-nails of all the saints that it is the blood of a 
man who was as old as his father, and not quite 
sure whether he begot his father or his father be- 
got him; born of a virgin who was embraced by a 
ghost, and if “like begets like” could hav been 
nothing but a ghost. And yet the Christian super- 
stition has so obscured the light of reason that 
Christians believe that men are not to be trusted 
who do not believe in such ridiculous and absurd 
notions. Hence in half the states in the Union a 
man is not allowed to testify in court unless he be- 
lieves that a child can be begotten by a ghost. And 
then there is a particular day known as the “ Ven- 
erable Day of the Sun,” on which Christians spread 
themselvs before the Lord, and they try to compel 
everybody to stand and stare like a stuck pig while 
they do the spreading. They build costly temples 
to the Lord, and then compel those who hav no in- 
terest in them to pay the taxes. When you wish 
to send anything through the mails you are ex- 
pected to go to a Christian and get his consent be- 
fore sending it. Where is the freedom when one- 
half of the people are compelled to do as the other 
half dictate? The more creed the more cruelty, the 
more Christianity the less charity, the more religion 
the less liberality. To say that such a system has 
a tendency to elevate the race is to say that the hu- 
man race can be advanced by ignorance, supersti- 
tion, and oppression. Joun Prcx. 

Naples, N. Y. 


Items of Foreign News Interesting to Free- 
thinkers. 


A new Freethought society has been formed at 
Geuthin, Germany. 

A new Freethought society has been formed in 
Delhi, British India. 


A new Freethought society has been formed in 
Calanas, Spain. Don Francisco C. Tenovio is its 
president. 


The French government has voted a pension of 
$2,000 a year to the widow of the late Erneste 
Renan. 


Colonel Ingersoll’s “Mistakes of Moses” has 
been translated into German by Wolfgang Schaum- 
burg and is published in Leipzig. 


An unusually large number of secular funerals 
are reported in the last copy of Bulletin Mensuel, 
the organ of the French Freethought Federation. 


De Dageraad, our Dutch contemporary, is, as 
usually, up to the times. In its last two issues 
Colonel Ingersoll’s lecture on “ Voltaire” appears, 
excellently translated. 


Our friends in Holland are unusually activ. 
Lectures are delivered regularly now both in Am- 
sterdam and in Rotterdam. Among the Dutch 
lecturers we must mention Messrs. G. v. Kuijkhof, 
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B. Goudswaard, G. Ten Bokkel, F. v. d. Goes, A. H. 


dary. The bigot i i 
Gerhardt, and My. W. Drucker. quandary e bigots threatened all kinds of evils 


if they gave their sanction to the project, while 
sensible people intimated that none but fools could 
fail to recognize the superiority of cremation to 
burial. To keep the good will of both parties the 
city fathers said that they had not the time to decide 


spent all they owned in trying to hav him cured» 
and then went begging alms for his support. 

Satan saw he could not triumph as long as Job's 
wife was with him, as he cared for her above all else, 
so he resolved to separate them. He took the form 
of an old man, and told her she would be poisoned 


A well-known Swedish Freethinker, Mr. Karl 
Sachs, is dead. Mr. Sachs was one of the founders 
of the Freethought Federation of Sweden. 


The Catholic church in Spain has begun an or- 
ganized persecution of Æl. Pais, a new Spanish 
Freethought journal. Blasphemy is the offense. 


The well-known German poet and Freethinker, 
Dr. F. Krasser, returned to mother earth for eternal 
rest Feb. 16, 1893. Among his best-known works 
we must mention “ Antisyllabus” and “Ceterum 
Censeo.”’ 


The Belgian Freethinkers held their annual con- 
gress at Liege on May 21st and 22d. Judging from 
the number of new adherents and of older societies 
which ‘hav signified their intention to participate, 
the congress must hay been a splendid success. 


Viktor E. Lennstrand will make a lecture tour of 
the United States this summer. Those of our 
friends who wish to secure his services had better 
write to Mr. Axel Lundeberg, Hotel Brunswick, 
Minneapolis, Minn., who is Mr. Lennstrand’s busi- 
ness manager. 


The city council of Ulm, Wirtemburg, has pro- 
hibited the future appearance of the dramatized 
version of Werner’s novel, “At the Altar.” The 
drama was played seven times at’ the Ulm Theater 
when at last the Catholics objected. It did hurt 
their feelings. How touchy some folks are! 

The first cremation has taken place in the crema- 
tory at Copenhagen, Denmark. The crematory has 
existed for several years, but the clergy’s influence 
with the king had heretofore prevented the crema- 
tion bill from becoming a law. This is the old 
story of the opposition of the church to all reform. 


The well-known German Freethinker, Dr. C. 
Ruger, leader of the Freethought movement in the 
Rhine provinces, has been sentenced to four months’ 
imprisonment for “blasphemy.” March 6th the 
doctor entered the prison to serve out his sentence, 
which was pronounced by the idiotic court of 
Elberfeld. i l 


Poking fun in public at Mr. Jehovah is, accord-_ 


ing to paragraph 171 of the Austrian criminal law, 
to be punished with imprisonment not to exceed 
three years. This is a decided improvement upon 
the old-fashioned way, and even this punishment 
was only obtained after a heated debate in the 
Austrian House of Commons. 


The Trinidad branch of the National Secular So- 
ciety of England has elected its officers for the 
ensuing year. Mr. Edgar Maresse-Smith is presi- 
dent, Mr. P. Fort vice-president. The post of 
treasurer is filled by Mr. Charles A. Meltz, while 
our friend Mr. Emanuel dos Santos, of Port-of- 
Spain, is the society’s secretary. . 

In Sweden Freethought is rapidly gaining 
ground. But there our friend Mr. Lennstrand is 
awake to the questions of the hour. Recently the 
Swedish Freethinkers headed a movement for the 
abolition of the death penalty, and secured over 
eight thousand signatures. The bigoted king, how- 
ever, refused to listen. He is one of those an- 
tiquated “eye for an eye and tooth for a tooth” 
men. 


According to Hoffmann’s “Catholic Directory,” 
there are in the United States 8,806,000 Catholics. 
Catholic schools are attended by 738,000 children ; 
Catholic orphan asylums contain 26,500 children. 
There are 9,400 priests, 127 colleges, 656 academies, 
3,567 schools, 465 benevolent institutions, 8,500 
churches. Too bad, these statistics do not giv.the 
number of Catholics found in jails, state prisons, 
and workhouses. 


At a late educational congress held at Petersburg 
Mr. A. C. Stramoljubskij read a paper in which he 
proved from statistics “that if Russia founded 
every year 3,250 schools, it would take 260 years 
till the whole population could read and write.” 
The educational budget of Russia amounts to 
7,000,000 roubles ($5,600,000) yearly, and the popu- 
lation is over 100,000,000 people. It is hardly 
necessary to state that Russia is a most Christian 
country. 


There has been: trouble at Leipzig regarding the 
erection of a crematory. The city fathers were in a 


upon the question, and now hav as a consequence 


gained the enmity of the orthodox and the contempt 
of the Rationalists. 


times. 


popular university where the poor but ambitious 
youth of both sexes can obtain a classic and scien- 
tific education. 
college is to be supported in the main by subscrip- 
tions from Freethinkers. 


Our friends at.Charleroi, Belgium, are up to the 
They intend to start a “hall of science,” a 


The fees are but nominal, and the 


The building will contain 
a large library, lecture halls, and a large hall where 
concerts and theatricals can be held. Quite alarge 
sum has already been guaranteed, and yet the invi- 
tations to subscriptions are out but two weeks. 

The cry for universal peace is spreading, and some 
Christian churches hav begun to take it up, seeing 


no doubt that the church can make capital out of 


this movement as she has done in the past out of the 
temperance agitation. To such of our readers as 
might be confronted with the statement that the 
peace movement is of Christian origin we wish to 
state that this is not so. Several ancient sages 
speak against war, but plainer than any other is the 
Chinese Micius, a younger contemporary of Con- 
fucius. For extract of his speech see Die Waffen 
Nieder / April, 1893, and Zeitschrift fur Missions- 
hunde und Religions wissenschaft, viii, part 1, 1893, 
p- 17. 


The True Life of Job. 


Compiled from Baring-Gould’s ‘‘ Legends of the Patriarchs and 
Prophets.” 

Job was the grandson of Esau, and his wife 
Rahma was a granddaughter of Joseph. 

Job was more patient than any other prophet. 
Job, Jethro, and Balaam were Pharaoh’s three coun- 
cillors and chief magicians, and by their enchant- 
ments they drew a line around the land of Egypt so 
that no slave could escape out of it, for when he 
came to the line he was held back and could not 
overleap it; but finally the Israelites broke over the 
line, and the three prophets gave up witchcraft and 
turned to the service of the living God. 

Job had five hundred yoke of oxen, a thousand 
flocks of sheep and a thousand sheep in each flock. 
He had ten grown-up children, seven sons and 
three daughters. 

Job believed the idols his people adored were no 
gods, and that there was but one true God. There 
was an idol near his house that was much wor- 
shiped, and he prayed to the Lord to show him if 
it was a demon or not, and learning it was he de- 
stroyed it, and thus angered Satan. Job had been 
warned of this, and said he was ready to suffer for 
the truth. ` 

Satan came to Job’s house in the form of a pil- 
grim, but Job had the gift of prophecy and knew it 
was the evil one, and said to the servant: “Tell 
him I am occupied and cannot see him.” 

Satan left, and soon returned disguised as a beg- 
gar, and said to the portress: “Go and ask Job to 
giv me a morsel of bread.” 

« Tell him,” said Job, “that I will not giv him of 
the bread I eat, because I will not hav anything in 
common with him, but offer him this burnt crust, 
that he may not say I sent him away empty.” 
Satan took the crust and bade the servant tell 
Job that he would soon render to him such meas- 
ure as he had dealt to him. 

So Satan ascended to God and received per- 
mission to afflict and punish Job. He descended 
to earth and breathed such a hot blast that all the 
cattle, sheep, and servants of Job were burnt up. 
Then Satan took the form of a slave and ran and 
told Job, who answered: ‘The Lord gave, and the 
Lord hath taken away, blessed be the name of the 
Lord!” Then Satan shook the earth under the 
house where the sons and daughters of Job were 
assembled, and the house fell and killed them all, 
and Satan (as a slave) informed Job, saying, “ Had 
you seen their bleeding faces and their broken limbs, 
and their brains bespattering the stones, and heard 
their piercing cries, you would hav been heart- 
broken.” 

Job wept and §fted his eyes to God, and said to 
Satan: “Itis thou who comest to tempt and cast 
doubt into my heart. Get thee hence.” 

Then Satan blew a hot breath up the nose of Job 
and poisoned allhis blood. His body became scarlet 
the next day, and the next he was covered with 
ulcers all except the head, tongue, eye, and heart; 
these Satan had no power over. 

Job’s friends all fled save his wife Rahma. 


She 


by living with such a diseased old man. 
said he was her husband, and she should stay and 
help him and care for him. She informed Job and 
Job told her it was Satan, and she must not speak 
to him again. 


But she 


Then the evil one came to her again as a beauti- 


ful youth, and said, “ What woman art thou, who 
art so radiant in beauty ?” 
wife of a poor man named Job.” 
woman! what hast thou, with thy wondrous beauty, 
to do with a poor sick husband? 
vorced and marry me. 
will treat.thee as a queen.” 
wife of a prophet and desire nothing higher.” 


She said, “I am the 
He said, “O 


Go and be di- 
I hav great possessions and 
She said, “I am the 


` Then Satan despaired of seducing her. Rahma 


told Job and Job again warned her not to speak to 
Satan. 


Then Satan came as an angel and told her God 


was angry with Job because Job did not render 
thanks for the good things he gave him, and so he 
had rejected him from being a prophet, and he 
should be cast in hell; that the angels cursed him, 
and she also must do so. 
think that after all the afflictions Job should no 
longer be a prophet; and she went and told him, 


Then Rahma wept to 


and Job was angry at her and said he had warned 
her twice not to speak to Satan, and as soon as he 
got well he would giv her one hundred strokes 
with arod. Another version says Satan appeared 
as a baker, and Rahma wanted bread, but had no 
money, and the baker offered the bread for some of 
her hair, and she gave him three locks, and when 
she told Job he swore he would beat her as soon as 
hé was well. Thus Satan triumphed by making 
Job swear and ill treat a good, true woman. 

If Job was a true prophet he knew Rahma was 
really innocent, pure, and good. But women are 
really only slaves to man’s whims and man-made 
laws. 

Job was sick seven years, and all this time his 
wife ministered to him. Then God had compassion 
and said to him, “Strike the earth with thy foot.” 
Job did so, and from the dung-heap on which he 
sat a clear stream of water issued, the sweetest that 
there is, and it continued to flow, and God said, 
«Wash in this water.” So Rahma poured it on 
him, and he washed and all the sores were healed, 
and not a scar remained, and he was more beautiful 
than before he was afflicted. Then God said, 
“Drink of the water.” He did so, and all the 
worms inside of him died, and he was well. 

This was in Bashan, and the fountain remains to 
this day and still heals the afflicted who bathe in it. 

Then Job was told to fulfill his vow and beat his 
wife with a bundle of rods, but to take light rods. 
So he took one hundred and bound them together 
and smote Rahma, but did not hurt her. By this 
action of Job the Mussulman doctors support their 
advice to those who hav taken rash oaths to clear 
themselvs by a subterfuge. Thus if a man has 
sworn he will not enter his house again he is told 
to allow himself to be bound hand and foot and 
carried into his home. If he has sworn to recite the 
whole Koran it will be sufficient to say the word 
“Koran.” Then God restored to Job double all 
that he had lost and he lived twenty years more and 
died at the age of ninety-three. The worms that had 
devoured his body turned into silk-worms; the flies 
which had tormented him were converted into 
honey-bees—before this there were neither silk- 
worms nor honey-bees on the earth. Also the rain 
and snow which fell within his possessions were 
grains of gold and pearl, and he became the father 
of seven sons and three daughters after he got well. 

Who will say this is not a more interesting nar- 
rativ than the one in the old Jew book of legends, 
and no doubt just as correct and true? 

Exmina DRAKE Stenger. 


How to Help The Truth Seeker. 


1. When renewing get a friend to subscribe and thus 
save a half dollar apiece. ; 
2. Get your newsdealer to display it on his stand or in 

his shop window. Be sure that he displays the pictures. 

3. Get your newsdealer to keep in stock one or more 
copies, with your guarantee to take off his hands at the 
end of the week any that remain unsold. If he exhibits 
them the pictures alone will sell them. 

4. Take a few extra copies and circulate them among 
our acquaintances. On your request, we will send you 
ack-number sample copies free. 

5. Leave & copy occasionally where it will be picked up 
—in the train, in the factory, in the meeting-room, in the 
cigar store, inthe barber-shop. Leave it picture-side up. 

6. Keep in your pocket some of our cheap tracts and 
when convenient hand one to a friend. 

% uct & new subscriber by persuading some friend to 
take it, 
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drawings, and pictures, from the most primitive 
animal locomotion to the uses of steam and 


electricity. 


The history of language and religion, of music 
and musical instruments, of printing and book- 
making, of photography and the graphic arts, is 


clearly told. 


I suppose the average American will find more to 
enjoy in the Government Building than in any 
There is a bright- 
ness and variety and genuine American dash about 
it, and home feeling that is quite entertaining to 
the loyal lover of his country. The Star Spangled 
Banner and pennons of red, white, and blue float 
The number and variety 
of the exhibits so intimately concerned with the 
life of the United States, its history, its vastness, its 
strength, its majesty—everything—so appeal to the 
common mind, are so practical and yet so romantic 
and wonderful, that it is no surprise to see in this 
building day after day the largest and most ani- 
The building is attract- 
ively located, Lake Michigan on one side and the 
It is constructed of 


other part of the Exposition. 


profusely over the hall. 


mated crowds of people. 


main lagoon on the other. 
iron and glass, at a cost of $400,000. In archi- 
tecture, with its huge dome, it bears a strong re- 
semblance to the National Museum at Washington. 
Its decorations are exceptionally fine. The panels 
are emblematic of abundance, with an allegorical 
display of the various industries of the country, 
such as ceramics, tapestries, wood-carving, stone- 


cutting, metal work, lumber and mining, cotton and 


shipping, manufactures and agriculture. Facing 
the north entrance is a large painting representing 
the triumph of liberty. The central figure is Co- 
lumbia, about to be crowned with laurel leaf, one 
hand resting upon an eagle. To her left in the dis- 
tance her achievements are portrayed by a harbor, 
with vessels, cranes, and elevators. Beside these 
is a railway with train of cars approaching a depot. 
Facing the south entrance is a representation of 
the signing of the Declaration of Independence. 
Over the east and west entrances are paintings 
typifying 1492 and 1892. 

As you pass out of the Government Building to 
Manufacturers’ Building you can take a glance at 
the Marine Hospital and, if more curious, can step 
in and see how Uncle Sam takes care of his ailing 
Jack tars. 

We now might wind up the day’s wanderings 
with a stroll over Wooded island. This is a relief 
from the continuous exhibition of art and industry, 
for here is nature in her gentle loveliness. Here 
are acres of bright flowers, groves of trees, clumps 
of shrubbery, and winding walks. The Japanese 
village is located here and headquarters of the com- 
missioners of Japan. At the southern end is the 
Davy Crockett cabin. There are artistic little 
summer-houses where one can sit and enjoy the 
pleasing sight and perfumes. Some of these have 
thatched roofs and are covered with growing vines. 

One chief attraction will be the big, jolly-faced 
sunflowers. There will be a profusion of these 
magnificent blooms. It is proposed to make this 
the national flower. It grows in every state, is a 
native, and needs no skill in raising. There is not 
a farmyard from Maine to Texas but what is 
adorned with them. They will occupy the highest 
spot on the island and make a show that will rival 
in magnificence the Administration dome itself. 

The great bed of roses willere long display the most 
bewildering mass of color that eye ever looked upon. 
There are sixty thousand separate bushes in a patch 
of an acre and a quarter. These have been for- 
warded from every quarter of the globe, and ex- 
perts claim that the collection is absolutely com- 
plete. There are six hundred and eighty varieties 
of pansies represented by one hundred and fifty 
thousand plants. Holland and Belgium have many 
hundred budding rhododendrons. Austria has a 
display of lilies. England adjoins with costly holly 
trees and churchyard yews. Near by are sixty sorts 
of sweet peas. Japanese creeping roses make a 
carpet of delicate color. One section of the island 
is devoted to our grandfathers’, or rather our 
grandmothers’, flowers—the larkspurs, the colum- 
pines, and Canterbury bells. Nature also disports 
some delightful freaks—lilacs with yellow leaves, 
willows with boughs of purple shade, etc. Along 
the edge of the island are water plants. The stately 
swan floats by, the duck and the gull are on the 
fight for sunny spots. Thousands of birds sing in 
the wilderness of bushes. 

As summer advances the Wooded island will be a 
favorite resort. It is nearly in the center of the 
grounds and commands a fine view of the main 
buildings. The shadows and the sunshine, the 
bright green grass, the lagoon flowing on either 
side, the ornamented bridges, the gay boats skim- 
ming along, the infinite variety of blossom, the 


} music of birds, the beautiful Japanese temple and 


We wander through rooms more magnificent than 
any king ever lived in. Ifwe were royal born we 
could not walk amidst more sumptuous surround- 
ings. Pavilions, halls. galleries, chambers, open 
before us. Maze after maze glitters upon our be- 
wildered vision. A hundred nations have gathered 
here and put their “ best foot forward” in shining 
procession. Germany is here competing with 
France on a battle-field more brilliant than any 
over which have rolled thunders of war, and it is 
doubtful which has won the victory. The German 
pavilion is simply wonderful. First of all, we look 
upon the grand Germania group, representing in 
bronze the mighty life of the Teutonic people— 
their history and their triumph. We enter through 
mammoth iron gates. We see the handiwork of 
goldsmiths and silversmiths, and porcelain art-work, 
tile paintings, medallions, the beautiful wrought- 
iron fence. This fence is 40 feet high and 22 feet 
wide. The length is 161 feet. Fruit and flowers 
‘and delicate leaves have been hammered from the 
iron until they look to be the work of a skillful 
goldsmith instead of brawny wielders of sledge- 
hammers over huge anvils. Towering high above 
the top piece is a basket of flowers lcoking, save for 
color, as life-like as wax flowers. and these have 
been wrought by hammers. We see also the 
“crown jewels.” One room is fitted up in blue and 
gold, modeled after the reception room in the im- 
perial palace at Berlin. Exquisite fresco work 
attracts our gaze. There is a German hunter's 
room of the olden time. Around the walls are 
antlers and stuffed birds; on the shelves quaint old 
beer mugs and tankards. There is a German re- 
naissance dining room with sideboards and cabinets, 
bronze busts, old clocks, oak chairs and tables, 
curtains and tablecloths with the richest gold em- 
broidery. The embossed leather is worth a day’s 
journey to see. The work is raised, colored, 
bronzed, gilded, and figured by laborious handi- 
work, and not by stamping. There is a picture of 
a steamer on a rough sea made by needles. The 
sheen of the water is skillfully imitated. There are 
dainty things for the children—a heaven of toys. 
I can’t describe the many novelties. There is a 
baby kitchen valued at $200, a Santa Claus wagon 
fifteen feet high, with stuffed horse and stuffed St. 
Bernard dog. The wagon is piled full with boys 
and girls and all that they delight in. There’s a 
toy stable. with horses and hostler. There are 
scien ific toys—steam-engine, electrical machinery, 
and magic-lanterns. There are battle-ships three 
feet long, perfect in every detail, with sailors and 
guns. ‘Che display of textile fabrics, embroideries, 
laces, and beadwork is marvelous in beauty and 
variety. I can only suggest by noting a few things 
at random which strike my fancy, as for hours and 
hours I travel along these gilded highways. And 
this is only one pavilion. The Austrian pavilion 
attracts attention. In it are the gems of ceramic 
art, furniture, bric-a-brac, ete. The glassware from 
Bohemia is among the most precious and delightful 
of the exhibits. Here is every quaint and graceful 
shape iridescent of hue, richly gilded, bearing he- 
raldic designs; and there are giraffes and storks and 
the strangest kind of Oriental patterns. The ladies 
will find it hard to tear themselvs away from this 
lovely display. And besides, there are the Bohemian 
garnets—stars, pins, combs, parasol handles in- 
crusted with their old radiance. 

In the Spanish section are two rare vases by a 
woman—a workingwoman. Both are made of iron 
—one in Etruscan and the other in pure Grecian 
form—richly ornamented with gold hammered into 
the iron with exquisite designs. One is four feet 
from rim to base, and gleams with vines, Cupids, 
and graceful figures of women in flowing drapery. 
These vases are valued at $30,000 each. 

France rivals Germany—not so massive, but in- 
finitely graceful. The Gobelin room is magnificent. 
The tapestries are costly and fascinating. The 
Russian pavilion has an acre of space and repre- 
sentsan enormous outlay. 

The Japanese pavilion is curious in construction. 
It is composed almost wholly of hand-carved 
native woods with metal ornaments. There is a 
bronze image of the sacred phenix. The Cinga- 
lese pavilion is most beautiful. The supports of 
the little house are of ebony. Five varieties of 
Ceylon wood are in this pavilion—ebony, satin- 
wood, humbuck, margosa, and raini. It took one 
hundred men six months to carve these woods for 
the pavilion. From far-away Siam are unique ex- 
hibits. The products of Siam, with a population 
of twelve million, rank in- extent and value with 
those of many Western nations. Nine-tenths of 
these people can read and write. The exhibits of 
women’s work show exceeding skill. One is a 
screen executed in gold and silver threads. It 
represents a branch of the fruit tree known as the 
lichee, the red and white fruit in full size, with 


wonderful garden, and all these quiet sylvan scenes 
surrounded by the imperial grandeur of the great- 
est buildings in the world—these aspects make in- 
deed an ideal place of this Wooded island; a place 
for thoughts and fancies, for romance and love, for 
dreamy wanderings and delightful repose. 

THE MANUFACTURERS’ AND LIBERAL ARTS BUILDING 

After passing in review all the wonders which I 
have attempted to describe, one would think that 
the end of the panorama had been reached, and that 
it would not be possible for larger marvels to be 
unfolded, and yet through all these varied journeys 
amidst gorgeous days and illuminated nights, I 
have only brought my readers to the threshold of 
the mightiest wonder of all, o’erarching and out- 
spreading in lofty and magnificent display, crowded 
with the rarest wealth of the world, with sheen of 
diamond and gold, with daintiest devices of art, 
with the elegance and the luxury of alllands. No 
Aladdin’s palace ever glitteréd with such splendor 
as this. You can walk for miles and miles beneath 
the same roof, and spacious scenes still throng 
upon the view. You can spend a month in this 
vast and wondrous building and not exhaust its 
treasures. The eight wonders of the world com- 
bined could not equal this, and if I should meet a 
company of average men and women and be the 
sole narrator to them of this amazing structure, 
they would certainly put me down as a colossal liar. 
It could not be believed without corroborative 
testimony. Fortunately, I have a thousand news- 
papers to avouch my truthfulness. What I here say 
will be set forth in sedate veracity, and yet the 
wildest dream of the poet is outdone. 

This is the greatest structure on the Exposition 
grounds, and the largest building of the kind ever 
erected. Its length is 1,687 feet, and its width 787 
feet. Its cost is $1,500,000. The floor alone con- 
sumed over three million feet of lumber and five 
carloads of nails. It contains forty-four acres of 
space. One thousand cottages each twenty-five by 
fifty feet could find room in its interior. Within 
the building is a gallery fifty feet wide around all 
four sides,.and projecting from this are eighty-six 
smaller galleries twelve feet wide, from which 
visitors may survey the vast exhibits and the busy 
scenes below. The galleries are approached from 
the main floor by thirty great staircases twelve feet 
wide each. Columbia Avenue, fifty feet wide, ex- 
tends through the length of the building, and an 
avenue of like width at the center crosses it at right 
angles. 

The style of the architecture is Corinthian. The 
long array of columns and arches in its facades is 
relieved by elaborate ornamentation symbolic of the 
various arts and sciences. 

There are four great entrances, one in the center 
of each facade. They are designed in the manner of 
triumphal arches. Surrounding these portals is the 
great attic story, with sculptures of eagles eighteen 
feet high. At each corner of the main building are 
pavilions with arched entrances. 

The building occupies the most conspicuous place 
in the grounds. It faces the lake, with lawns and 
promenades between. North is the United States 
government building; south the Music Hall and 
Peristyle and the injutting lagoon, and west the 
Electrical Building and the lagoon separating it 
from the Wooded island. 

The exterior of the building is covered with 
“staff,” to represent marble. The huge fluted 
columns and immense arches are apparently of this 
beautiful material. 

This great building is intended to accommodate 
all the departments coming under the head of the 
Manufacturers’ and Liberal Arts. : 

The great nations of Europe, nearly all the South 
American republics, and all civilizations and semi- 
civilizations have contributed to the imposing effect 
of this vast display. 

In the center of the building is a structure which 
rises above all others and attracts general attention. 
It is a clock tower 120 feet high standing on a base 
40 feet high. Fronting each of the four grand 
avenues are four portals 16 feet wide and 28 feet 
high on each side of which are panels with inscrip- 
tions of the story of Columbus. The clock has a 
face 7 feet in diameter and shows the hours, min- 
utes, seconds, and days of the month. Above is a 
chime of nine bells. The dome at the hight of 120 
feet is surmounted by a globe 16 feet in diameter. 

I can give only in barest outline the greatness 
and variety of this structure. Simply to see this 
building, simply to walk through it, overwhelms 
one with surprise; but when you reflect that in 
this ‘‘forty-acre cottage” are gathered the most 
splendid productions of human skill from every 
quarter of the globe, it will be seen how impossible 
it is to describe the grandeur of the scene. The 
value of articles on exhibition is over $50,000,000. 
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green leaves and twigs. 
flying between them, are birds and butterflies. 
Women’s work also extends to silk and cotton 
fabrics, fancy articles, miniature household utensils 
made of gold and silver. The men exhibit their 
skill in manufactures of chinaware, pottery, carved 
ivory-work, basket-work, mattings, wax flowers, 
clay models, and painting. Here are also boats, 
carts, musical instruments, photegraphs, -fishing 
apparatus, money, minerals, and articles illustrating 
the mail service of the country. 

The Siamese pavilion itself is a curiosity. Over 
the entrance are the ivory tusks of an elephant who 
must have lived to be a hundred years old. Each 
of these tusks is 9 feet long, and weighs 114 pounds. 
The pair is said to be worth $5,000. 

It is beyond my power to enumerate the pavil- 
ions, pagodas, kiosks, and ornamented squares in 
which the foreign exhibits are displayed. Besides 
what I have already mentioned are exhibits of over 
forty nations, together with the magnificent repre- 
sentation of the United States. It would take a 
hundred pages simply to catalogue. 

The Educational exhibit is the noblest ever dis- 
played—full of entertainment and instruction—and 
shows the vast progress which has been made. 
The exhibit comprises three divisions, via.: 1. Public 
schools, education of teachers, normal schools, high 
schools, and asylums for the blind, deaf-mutes, and 
idiots. 2. Colleges. 3. Universities and libraries. 
Works of pupils are on exhibition. Manual training is 
represented. The kindergarten is beautifully illus- 
trated. All the states in the Union, together with 
foreign nations, take part in this comprehensive 
display. The German exhibit is especially notable, 
as is that of Harvard and Yale.~ These include uni- 
versity publications, photographs of grounds and 
buildings, the methods of work and study. 

In the musical exhibit are bells, chimes, musical 
glasses, stringed instruments, and everything from 
the violin to the piano. In the theatrical exhibit 
are costumes, masks, armor, scenery, and illustrated 
histories of dramatic art in all nations and ages. 

It is impossible to note the decorations of this 
great building. They are among the finest tri- 
umphs of human art. 

To give some idea of the immensity of this 
structure it may be stated that the whole imperial 
army of Germany might be placed beneath its 
roof. Itis three times as large as St. Peter's ca- 
thedral at Rome, and the largest church in Chicago 
can be placed in the vestibule of St. Peter’s. There 
is room on the floor space for six games of base- 
ball at one time, with the “regulation field” for 
each, and then leave plenty of room for outsiders 
to look on. : 

Now I have tried to flash some idea of this 
towering and immense structure, and the amazing 
wealth it contains. I have tried to pick out a little 
here and there, to give an adequate conception of 
its variety, magnificence, its wondrous nicety of 
detail, and massive sublimity. It is like the Alps 
or the great Rocky mountains in its relations to 
other buildings, and in its majesty and luster dis- 
plays the history of the world, the transcendent 
genius of man. 

Imagine this mighty building if you can. See its 
dome, two hundred and fifty feet above your head, 
adorned with all the colors of the dawn and the sun- 
set, and the white splendor of the sky beyond. See 
the vast walls glittering with a thousand imageries. 
See the flags and pennons of a hundred nations, as 
if the atmosphere were a garden and flowers of 
every radiant hue bloomed and floated in its vast 
spaces. See the great galleries, and wander up the 
wide staircase and look down upon the dazzling, 
illimitable scene ; take in at one glance that which 
represents fifty millions of dollars—gold and silver, 
bronze and marble, iron and glass, jewels and 
tapestries in every form and grace. But this is not 
all. Even when you have seen this great building 
and wandered through its endless corridors; even 
when you have traversed its vast galleries and 
looked down upon its thirty acres of floor space, 
crowded with every conceivable expression of hu- 
man ingenuity—a poem in itselt; even then you 
have not touched the grandest point of view. The 
cap-sheaf is yet to come, and can I make you 
realize the dazzling experience? Come with me to 
the elevator. Do you dare to go up, two hundred 
and fifty feet, straight up to that far-off roof? It 

will make you dizzy. But we will venture the airy 
journey, even if something breaks and we go to 
everlasting smash, a8 we surely will if the elevator 
should happen to take a tumble. We are in for it, 
however, since we shall never have such another 
chance to make a round trip to heaven in flesh and 
blood. We mount upward, and what is it before 
us?—what a city we behold beneath! In addition 
to the floor space we see fourteen acres of gallery 
space—all crowded, shining, a thousand people 


wandering along. Still we mount, and all the 

colors and forms blaze into one glittering mass. 

We can no longer distinguish. It is like a vast, 

brilliant carpet, and the people seem like little mice 

scudding over it, and we get so high that we can 

scarcely make out if there is any motion at all, and 
we might imagine that morn and sunset were taken 

from the sky and lay in gorgeous confusion far be- 
neath our lofty course. We are glad when we 
reach the platform, right under the dome, and take 
a last look at that extraordinary scene. But we 
have not reached the summit yet. Through a wind- 
ing corridor we still climb, and at length reach the 
roof, a small farm in mid-air, and here the supreme 
vision bursts upon our view—a reality, and yet it 
seems a dream, a dream of ineffable glory. The 
great lake is before us, its soft blue floating away 
into a brilliant green and golden color, and this is 
lost in the luminous gray of the horizon. We can 
look for miles away and even discern the distant 
shores and villages when the sun is especially 
bright. We see the ships and the steamers and the 
smaller craft voyaging in various directions. The 
long line of the city stretches against the lake, 
while to the northward and westward and south- 
ward are the dwellings of one million five hundred 
thousand people—a stupendous picture, indescriba- 
ble in its contrasts and harmonies. For twenty 
miles circles away this theater of buildings, where 
wealth and poverty side by side play out the great 
drama of human life. I suppose that. nowhere else 
in the world can such a quantity of buildings be 
seen as from the top of this building. Away off to 
the dim prairies, amidst clouds of smoke, glimmers 
and glooms the huge scene, masses of sunshine 
side by side with black columns and dark depths. 
It is a mile-long walk around this lofty roof,and ten 
thousand people can swarm here at once and look 
upon the varying panorama in every direction. 
-From this point is the most complete view of the 
Fair grounds. The majesty somewhat of the other 
buildings disappears, but the harmony and beauty 
are preserved. To the northward along the lake 
shore are the group of foreign buildings in beauti- 
ful variety; then the eye ranges along the vista of 
‘states until it reaches Illinois’s magnificent struct- 
ure and California’s fantastic pile; thence fronting 
the vista we behold the Palace of Art, with its no- 
ble dome and colossal figure; thence across the 
shining lagoon we take in Brazil’s brilliant edifice 
and the Turkish pavilion. After that the eye rests 
upon the Fisheries Building, with its flowing archi- 
tecture; then right at our feet is the Government 
Building. Thence crossing the ornamental bridge 
our vision embraces Wooded island, with its mass 
of flowers and green spaces. Over across the 
Wooded island we behold Woman’s elegant temple, 
and this side of it the ample dome of Horticultural 
Building; then turning to the left, looking west- 
ward, Choral Hall greets our view; then Trans- 
portation Building, with its gorgeous color and 
golden entrance. Samvet P. Pournam. 


International Congress of Freethinkers. 


As announced in my letter last week, the com- 
mittee that had been appointed to arrange for the 
above Congress met on the evening of the 6th inst. 
and discussed matters relating to the same. The 
committee was represented in full from the 
American Freethought societies, kut no representa- 
tiv from Canada was forthcoming. I had written 
to Captain Adams acquainting him with the situa- 
tion and asking for some one to be appointed in 
their behalf, to work in conjunction with the com- 
mittee. No answer hasbeen received from Captain 
Adams at the time of writing, hence no report could 
be given thereon. Judge Waite was unanimously 
elected chairman of the committee, and John R. 
Charlesworth was by the same vote elected secretary 
of the committee. After the preliminaries had been 
got through with, the committee settled down to 
business, and the following program was unani- 
mously agreed upon. 

The Congress shall-be held for a period of eight 
days, commencing with Sunday the Ist day of 
October, and ending with Sunday October the 
8th. 

There being a good prospect for a large repre- 
sentation of non-English-speaking Freethinkers, it 
was also decided that the days shall be devoted 
successivly as follows: 

Sunday, Oct. 1st, addresses of welcome, and the 
opening ceremonies shall be conducted in English, 
with an address of welcome to the foreign delegates 
in French. 

Monday, Oct. 2d, the addresses will be given in 
the Scandinavinn languages and English. 

Tuesday, Oct. 3d, German and English. 

Wednesday, Oct. 4th, English and such others as 
may be agreed upon hereafter. 
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Thursday, Oct. 5th, business meetings, and after- 
ward the delegates will visit the World’s Fair en 
masse. 

Friday, Oct. 6th, to visit the various’ places of 
interest in and around the city of Chicago. 

Saturday, Oct. 7th, business meetings, etc, to 
conclude with a grand banquet in the evening. 

Sunday, Oct. 8th, the farewell addresses will be 
made consequent upon the adjournment of the 
Congress. 

The committee will endeavor to adhere as closely 
as possible tothe program outlined above, although 
the right is reserved to modify the same as the 
committee may deem advisable, but in such cases 
they will be guided by the circumstances and con- 
ditions of the scason. 

An imposing array of talented speakers are ex- 
pected to be present, and this will make the Con- 
gress the most imposing that has yet been held 
within the United States. G. W. Foote, president 
of the National Secular Society of Great Britain, 
and editor of the London Freethinker, has made 
the announcement that he will probably attend. 
Mr. Foote is a first-class orator, witty, humorous, 
and satirical, a store of argument in each sentence, 
which shows what the English language may be- 
come in the hands of a mastermind. Mr. Foote, it 
may be remembered, has suffered imprisonment for 
his opinions, being sentenced to one year in the 
Holloway jail for blasphemy, as the ignorant Chris- 
tians term it Should he eventually decide to visit 
our shores, and bring from across the Atlantic news 
of the progress he has made in our cause, he may 
be assured of a royal welcome. Charles Watts, 
who is well known on this continent, is also ex- 
pected to make the journey with him. 

Victor Lennstrand is also expected to be present, 
the well-known Swedish Freethought martyr. Our 
Scandinavian friends should turn out by the thou- 
sand, to welcome this courageous and undaunted 
champion of Liberty to our land. Frau Henrich 
Wilhelmi has also been invited and will very likely 
be present and address the Congress in German, 
Like those previously mentioned, she has suffered 
martyrdom, in the form of imprisonment, for mere 
opinion’s sake, because she had dared to speak out 
her honest thoughts in face of public opinion. 
Our Teutonic brethren should certainly do all in 
their power to giv her a cordial welcome should she 
come to the Congress. 

In addition to these the following speakers are 
also invited to be pre-ent: 

Helen H. Gardener, Samuel P. Putnam, John R. 
Charlesworth, Judge Waite, Mrs. M. A. Freeman, 
L. K. Washburn, Captain Adams, J. E. Remsburg, 
W. F. Jamieson, B. F. Underwood, Franklin 
Steiner, Mrs. Mattie P. Krekel, C. B. Reynolds, 
Katie Kehm Smith, Dr. J. L. York, Mrs. Severance, 
Mr. O. Shay, and John F. Geeting. Our friends 
will see by this that the committee desires to pro- 
vide the Freethinkers of the world with an educa- 
tional and oratorical feast. This will require a 
large sum of money, to hire a suitable hall, to 
properly advertise and pay contingent expenses. 
So once again we put forth an urgent appeal for 
funds that are necessary to make this Congress a 
success. Remember that each organization is to 
contribute its share toward the expenses, so that 
friends desiring to help financially may send their 
donations to which they prefer. All communica- 
tions relativ to the Congress should be addressed 
to me. Joun R. CHARLESWORTH, 

Sec. of Committee of Arrangements. 


On behalf of the Federation I hav to announce 
the receipt of the following donations : 


G. W. Goff, Kearney, Neb..................ccesseseeseeeesees $5.00 
Thos. H. Hecox, ‘‘ ss 
F. H. Kirts, New Lancaster, Kan...............0...: 


Joun R. CHARLESWORTH, 
Sec. Freethought Federation of America. 
345 W. Randolph st, Chicago, Til. l 


-- 


It Pleases Mr, Shaw. 
, From the Independent Pulpit. 

“The Resurrection of Jesus.” —An Agnostic view, in 
which there is nothing said against the personal charas- 
ter of the man (if he was a man) Jesus. It only attacks— 
and with reason, too—some of the superstitions that hav 
long been associated with his name. It is an able work 
and should find a ready acceptance among thoughtful 
Freethinkers. The work is anonymous, which is to be 
regretted. The author givs as a reason for this that the 
clergy may consider the subject-matter instead of wast- 
ing tbeir ammunition in personal attacks upon him. It 
is published by the Trnth Seeker Company, 28 Lafayette 
place, New York. Price in cloth 75 cents, in paper 40 
cents. : 


Bound Volumes of The Truth Seeker. 


We hav a few bound volumes of Taz TRUTH SEEKER for 
the year just closed (1892) which will be sent on receipt 
of $4. We also hava few of previous years which can 
be sold for $3. Readers desirous of keeping files as re- 
ceived weekly can obtain the File Binder for $1, 
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Betters of Friends. 


A Freethinker’s Missing Friend. 

R. M. S. TzuTonN10, May 31, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: William Tindall, nativ of 
Liverpool, England, was for some years 
in the customs service, China; was last 
heard from as living at Everett, Wash., 
March, 1892. If any of out TRUTH 
SEEKER family can giv information as to 
his whereabouts it will greatly oblige his 
mother and family. Her address is, Mrs. 
Tindall, 17 Haydock road, Liscord, 

Cheshire, England. Taos. Kew ey. 


A Freethinkers’ Town Proposed. 

Kanpryoni, Minn., May 25, 1893. 
` Mr. Eprror: I like your paper O. K., 
and it should be read by everybody who is 
not rid of the Middle Age darkness, and 
will not be so long as there are eighty 
thousand drones called preachers to be 
fed and clothed by the people besides 
their families. These are a hypocritical 
set of parasites. 

I intend to lay out on part of my farm a 
town-site some time next fall. will sell 
to one hundred Freethinkers one hundred 
lots for $100 a lot, $50 cash and the bal- 
ance in two payments at five per cent 
interest. And I will donate one block for 
a Thomas Paine Hall, and I will also 
donate ten per cent of the proceeds of the 
sale of the next one hundred lots sold for 
the erection of a Thomas Paine Hall. If 
the Freethinkers of the United States 
want to start a town of their own this will 
be an opportunity for them to do so. 

Anybody who likes this idea can send 
their application to me before October 1, 
1898, for a lot of this kind, not after. Be- 
fore the town-site is plotted and recorded 
no lot can be sold, but after that is done 
and the lots are opened for sale everybody 
has the same right to buy. If the Free- 
thinkers want to get the control of a town 
of this kind the control must be obtained 
before the lots are thrown on the market. 
The town-site will be located on Ce. 33, T. 
119, R. 34, one hundred miles west of St. 
Paul, on the north side of Crow river, 
which flows out of Lake Waconda. 

S. J. FLECKTON. 


A Ballying Song. 
Deenina, ME., June 5, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: Isee by Tae TRUTH SEEKER 

that the World’s Fair is at last open on 
Sunday, in spite of all opposition. The 
tidings filled my heart with joy. To those 
among us who hav labored early and late 
for the cause of intellectual freedom much 
praise is due. To them and to all others 
who love Truth for Truth’s sake I respect- 
fully address the following stanzas: 


Come, freemen of America, and hear the 
joyful news, 
Tis sure to cheer each true man’s heart 
and drive away the blues; 
You can see the great World’s Fair, my 
friends, on Sunday if you choose, 
Freethought forever for America. 


Cho.—Hurrah! hurrah! ’tis joyful news 
we bring, 
Hurrah! hurrah! let freemen dance and 


sing. 
Let Freedom’s bell with brazen tongue 
the glorious anthem ring, 
Freethought forever for America. 


"Tis glorious news indeed, my friends, and 
marks the coming day, 
When Superstition from the mind of man 
shall fade away, 
And all the world from pole to pole ac- 
knowledge Freedom’s sway. 
Freethought forever for America, — 
(Cho.) 


So take heart, all my Freethought friends, 
and don’t giv way to fear, 
That day is fast approaching and the time 
is very near 
When Truth shall all triumphant reign 
and Error disappear. 
Freethought forever for America. — 
(Cho.) 


Yours for Freethought, FRED IRISH. 


An Interesting Veteran’s Tale, 
Avsurn, Mioz., June 2, 1893, 
Mr. Eprror: I am receiving your hor- 
rible paper from Dr. C. W. Mason, Bay 
City, Mich., and am delighted with it, I 
was looking over the advertisements this 
morning and I found in the issues of 
1892, ‘‘Why Don’t God Kill the Devil?” 
by M. Babcock, and ‘‘The Holy Bible 


Abridged.” Now, sir, please send me 
three Abridged Bibles and one ‘‘Why 
Don’t God Kill the Devil?” and oblige an 
old Freethinker. I was born in East 
Berne, Albany county, N. Y., in the 
woods full of the wild animals, May 27, 
1813. My father had three wives and 
twenty-one children, seventeen girls and 
four boys—and I am the twenty-first, the 
only one left of the family. My father 
was born in Stonington, Conn., in the 
year of 1746. My mother was born in the 
year of 1776 in Schenectady county, N. Y. 
My father died when I was eight years old, 
and I was put out among strangers and 
tyrants, and grew to manhood and could 
not read, write, or cipher. I went to 
school four winters, three months in each 
year; no grammar class in our schools. 
You must excuse my skip-hop-and-jump 
letter. 

Iam a Bob Ingersoll man, you bet. I 
don’t believe in a forked-tailed and cloven- 
foot animal. Every man makes his own 
hell. 

Yours in Freethought, Liberty, and 
Truth, S. S. RANDALL. 


A Brother Prayeth. 
Gupzon, NEB., 
Sabbath Morn, June 4, 1893. 


Mr. Eprror: I inclose you a prayer put 
forth by ©. PUTNAM, 


A NEBRASKA PRAYER, 
Job xiv, 6. 

Turn from us, O Lord, that we may 
rest! Turn from us that we may not be 
altogether dissuaded from the belief that 
thou art a God at all, or holdest in thine 
attributes even the semblance of a God. 
Because our lands were parched and dried 
up and all vegetation was dying, because 
our labor to raise crops and subsist on the 
earth was going for naught without rain, 
and because we prayed fervently and with 
deepest solicitation to thee fora little rain, 
behold now thou dost send torrents and 
cloud-bursts, and art drowning us with 
floods. Thou hast also let loose upon us 
the grievous hail that hath broken our win- 
dows, pounded our crops into the ground, 
and killed our stock. Hast thou no con- 
trol over the elements or over thine own 
passions? Wilt thou manifest the venge- 
ance of a fool rather than the just and 
wise judgmentsof a beneficent God? Hast 
thou given into our care the earth for our 
subsistence, with the command to earn 
our bread by the sweat of our brow; hast 
thou endowed us with appetites and de- 
sires essential to our existence, and hast 
thou promised us seed-time and harvest, 
and, further and above all, hast thou 
promised to hear and answer our prayers, 
only to mock us with disaster when out of 
our distress we call upon thee? Wilt thou 
serve us still as thou didst thine own 
chosen people, who after their natural in- 
stincts, which thou hadst given them 
confessedly for their good, craved a little 
meat, and then in anger thou didst stuff 
them with quail for a whole month 
until it killed them? Hast thou no equi- 
librium of thought, of passion, or of judg- 
ment? Canst thou do nothing good with- 
out overdoing it until it becomes a curse? 
But if thou art limited in the effect of 
judgment, canst thou not refrain from 
venting thy jealous spleen upon the inno- 
cent? If thou canst not punish Chicago 
or the commissioners of the World’s Fair 
for desecrating thy holy day—or rather 
Constantine’s—then shouldst thou visit 
thy wrath upon innocent people a thou- 
sand miles away? Turn from us, O 
Lord, that we may rest, not for Jesus’s 
sake, but for humanity’s sake, Amen! 


How to Promis Money to a Chnreh. 
San Dimas, Car., May 16, 1893. 
Mr. Epitor: I believe you offer to send 
one number a week of THE TRUTH SEEKER 
to any one newsdealer in any town who 


will sell it. I hav found such a man in 
Pomona, Cal. He is willing to pay for all 
he can sell. 


At the building of a Methodist church 
in Pomona, one of the deacons went to a 
a certain lawyer and asked him to sub- 
scribe. The lawyer, in addition to being 
Pomona’s leading attorney, and, like the 
deacon, a good judge of rattlesnake oil, is 
a Bible-reading Infidel. He told the 
deacon that he would giv $200 if the sky- 
Pilot then at the helm of the church would 
preach a sermon from a text that he (the 
limb of the law) would select. The deacon 
went off chuckling that he never made 
$200 easier in his life. He went to the 
man of God and told him what he had 
done. But God’s agent told him that it 
would not do, he could not fill the con- 
tract. So the $200 was lost. It may be 
that Comstock might do the job. We are 
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willing to hav a blast of Bible purity from 
Tony at $200 a night for one night for the 
benefit of the Lord’s lambs. 

How would it be to hav some cards 
printed such as this: 


cece creche eect ee eecccccccccces wens ens ee eee s cccnseseeeseees 


: Ladies, don’t read the fifth chapter: 
tof Numbers from the twelfth to the: 
: thirty-first verse. : 


As a woman will always do what she is 
told not to do, especially if she be a so- 
called Christian and she thinks it some- 
thing naughty, we may get some of them 
to read their Bibles more and not make 
the blunder the deacon did. 

Jonn A, STEVENS, 

[We should like to hav some friend in 
every town see a newsdealer and get him 
to sell Tas Trora SEEKER. Pick out an 
honest man, tell him the paper is ‘‘ fully 
returnable,” and we will try him for three 
months. He can pay for what he sells, 
and send the others back. The price to 
him will be five cents each copy. He can 
sell them for eight or ten cents, according 
to his conscience.—Ep. T, S.] 3 


and Publie 
Schools Are Onr Two Deliverers. 
Fr, Stanton, N. M., May 29, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: I herewith send a club of 
five for the fearless exponent of human 
Liberty, the result of a three months’ 
trial subscription to Tax TRUTH SEEKER. 
This country has plenty of Freethinkers, 
but most of them are too cowardly or too 
indifferent to be listed as true-blue Lib- 
erais. Thatis not the right view to take. 
It is our aid and assistance that enables 
Tae Trora SEEKER and other like papers 
to dispel the fog and superstition which 
the priesthood hav spread over the minds 
of the race. These papers are doing the 
work we want done; therefore, it is a 
duty we owe to posterity and the human 
race to do all in our power to aid these 
fearless defenders of human rights, 

Heston’s picture of Priestcraft trying 
to throttle Education in Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER of April 22d is awful, because we 
know it is only too true. “Is it possible that 
our once-boasted public school system is 
in danger of being crushed by this horde 
of contemptible vampires? The monster 
that would obstruct the public school sys- 
tem is the most dangerous enemy of the 
human race. It is time that all thinking 
people were awaking up to this great 
danger. | 

I hav spent much of my time and means 
in aiding the reform movement, but it has 
been through organizations that find it 
necessary to stop at every cross-road to 
pray for help, while the other crowd who 
used better sense got there first and 
cleaned the platter. In my humble opin- 
ion there is but one thing that will bring 
needed reforms, and thatis education, uni- 
versal education. The free schools are 
doing this work slowly, but too surely to 
suit popery. The man that will not guard 
the free education of his children is unfit 
to be classed as a citizen of a republic. 
He should go off and die for the good of 
his country. J. N. Coz. 


How to Promis to Join the Church. 
Exx Porr, 8, D., May 22, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: I am well pleased to get a 
sample copy of your paper. In the near 
future I hope to be able to send you the 
names of several new subscribers, mine 
with the rest. 

Oftentimes my schoolmates and associ- 
ates hav asked me about my belief in God. 
Yes, and not long ago in talking with a 
certain Methodist minister I was asked 
why I did not adhere to the Christian 
faith and why I did not become a Chris- 
tian myself. Said I, ‘‘When you explain 
to me how, when, and where Cain got his 
wife then will I hav time to consider your 
questions and not till then.” He has 
never spoken to me since, 

I do not doubt that you hay already 
learned of the great disgraceful rape case 
at Beresford, S. D., where a terrible crime 
was committed by Rev. Mr. Wilson, of the 
Methodist Episcopal church, upon the 
thirteen-year-old daughter of Mr. Moul- 
ton. Rev. Mr. Wilson was sentenced to 
fifteen years in the state prison. I refer 
anyone who is interested to the mayor or 
city marshal of Beresford, 8. D. 

During the year 1889 I visited southern 


Nebraska and Colorado. About thirty- 
five miles southwest of Lincoln, Neb., is a 
small town named Dorchester. Six miles 
south of this city lies a graveyard, 
Within this ‘‘slumbering-place ” of the 
dead rises a marble monument, as many 
of the readers of your paper know, and 
towers above all the rest. With my own 
eyes I beheld this place and with my own 
hand copied the following from the tomb- 
stone: 

Think of a peace of fifty years, 

A life devoid of hellish fears, 

Died without fears of gods or ghosts, 

Heavens or hells with all their hosts! 

Upon making a few inquiries in the 
neighborhood I learned that the occupant 
of that grave wrote this verse, with many 
more, before his death, and requested his 
son to place it as an epitaph upon his 
tombstone. At his funeral was read his 
autobiography. And his easy death was 
enough to show the folly of Christianity. 

Yours in the ‘‘ faith,” 
CHARLES A, Burpiox. 


Is God a Sabbath-breaker ? 
New York, June 1, 1893, 

Mr. Eprror: A Liberal-minded lady 
who has read THE Trura SEEKER and has 
heard a great deal about the Sabbath, and 
the Sunday closing of the World’s Fair, 
is desirous to be informed how she is to 
understand the following statement in the 
Bible. She says it is recorded in Gen. ii, 
2: “And on the seventh day God ended 
his work Which he had made, and he 
rested on the seventh day from all his 
works which he had made.” The lady 
wishes to know if she is not to understand 
God worked on the seventh day, for it 
says he ended his work that day. This, 
she says, corresponds with what Jesus 
Christ says in John v, 17. Christ healed 
a man that had had an infirmity thirty- 
eight years, and ordered him to take 
up his bed and walk. The Jews said 
it was the Sabbath and it was not lawful to 
carry his bed. Jesus answered them, 
“My father worketh hitherto, and I 
work.” ‘‘ Now,” said she, ‘‘ this is the tes- 
timony of Jesus. And itis a plain matter 
of fact that God, whom he called his 
father, finished his work on the seventh 
day [she laid great stress on the seventh 
day], and that Jesus broke down the 
partition wall between Jews and gentiles 
by working on the Sabbath. When the 
Jews accused him of breaking the Sabbath 
he replied, ‘ The son of man is lord of the 
Sabbath day.’” 

As we hav the example of Jesus Christ, 
why do these hypocrits, members of 
churches and preachers, insist on going 
contrary to Christ’s teaching, which is to 
do good on the Sabbath? 

It is a well-known fact that Sunday is 
of heathen origin. There is not a passage 
in the New Testament that warrants any 
man or woman to keep it asa holy day. 
The saying it is the Lord’s day does not 
make it so. 

I trust the lady’s mind may be made 
clear by some able correspondent of Tan 
TRUTH SEEKER, S. R. THORNE. 


Tribute to Heywood. 
Coromevs, Kan., June 6, 1893. 

Mr, Eprror: You hav. ever bravely de- 
fended E. H. Heywood when his natural 
and constitutional rights were invaded. I 
too in my way hav done the same, in} the 
Health Monthly. Your space limits me to 
alittle of the muchI fain would write. 
“t Nothing is so sure as the unexpected.” 
To hear, one week after the event, that 
E. H. Heywood, one of my best and most 
appreciativ friends, was dead; that he had 
written me his last hopeful, sympathizing, 
inspiring letter, uttered or written his last 
word and Word, was too much for my 
intensely conscious, sympathetic, sensi- 
tiv nature. 

His organism was peculiar, and so is 
mine, through which—like all others— 
I must measure and value him. 

For three days I hav been filled with 
unutterable emotions, which only copious 
tears could relieve, Can it be, must it be, 
that I, ten or more years his senior, must 
write these words for him whom I ex- 
pected to survive me? E. H. Heywood 
was organically great and good: great be- 
cause good. In his face and on his brow 
there were no baseness, falsehood, crime, 
or vice. How strange, that hostil, preju- 
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diced judges, juries, lawyers, and people Phases of the Labor Question,” ‘Vested | creased our membership to twenty-six that | you detailing incidents known only to you 
could not see him as, on the whole, their | Rights and Their Restoration by the Sin- | day. A number who had been rather | and him, and especially when such inci- 
equal or superior. ‘‘ He needed no law | gle Tax,” ‘‘The Gospel of Individual- | timid about joining were willing to stand | dents are forgotten by yourself. Now be 


of state to teach him grudging submission it understood once for all that the tenets 
to the law of right.” 

He was often impolitic and indiscreet, 
to his and his wife’s and children’s loss of 
means and ‘‘costly reputation;” but as 
Pope says: ‘‘ All partial evil is universal 
good.” 

Truth, liberty, and humanity domi- 
nated him. He was in earnest and for- 
got himself. Like Garrison, with whom 
and for whom he worked, he ‘‘ would be 
heard;” and his voice has echoed, and far 
more will echo, round the world. 

I see him studious and thoughtful in 
college, and as the truths of nature come 
to him, rejecting, one after another, the 
inhuman absurdities of the past and 
present. I see him founding, leading, 
and working ‘‘ without money and without 
price ” for, societies of peace, labor, free- 
dom, equity, justice. I see him in Ded- 
ham jail, calm, hopeful, invincible. I see 
him in New York, to advocate and defend 
and celebrate the release of his fellow- 
martyr, D. M. Bennett, from prison. I 
see him at Albany, N. Y., as the only one 
to plead for Seward Mitchell, who at the 
Freethought convention had been selling 
“ The Reign of Love in Freedom.” He 
showed the judge that the Bible was far 
more ‘‘obscene” than the poem, and 
Mitchell was released. I see him ever 
first and foremost in behalf of ‘* the 
under dog,” the maligned ard oppressed. 
I see him, where I stood fifty years ago, 
on the summit of Bunker Hill monument, 
and in or near the shadow of which he 
suffered two years in prison to gratify 
the Christian revenge of our church-and- 
state, Christian, religio-politico civiliza- 
tion. O judicially martyred, murdered, 
sacrificed hero and humanitarian, dead, 
dead, yet living and ever to liv in the 
future of humanity. 


For thee, who was indeed her friend, 
Shall woman’s heart-felt prayers ascend. 
O moral hero unsurpassed; 
Thy mental scope so lofty, vast; 
My words are tame thy worth to tell. 
Immortal hero, hail, farewell! 

J. H. Coox. 


Liberals, Hold Like Meetings. 
Minwavxses, Wis., May 29, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: It has been some time 
since I inflicted myself on your readers. 
But I wish to report progress of Free- 
thought in our city for the last year. 
There never has been so much agitation 
and discussion upon practical subjects 
that are for the interest of mankind here 
as there has been in the last year. We 
hav what is called a Reform Municipal 
League here of over five hundred mem- 
bers, for the purpose of reform in politics 
of our city; and it has already done great 
good, although only about six months 
old. 
Our Liberal Club has helped to bring 
about this, for the lectures and discussions 


that we hav had for the last five years hav. 


helped to Liberalize the people on the 
great questions that pertain totheir happi- 
ness. We hay just closed our meetings 
for this season, to be opened again in 
October. 
all over the city for discussion that hav 
taken their cue from our club. 

Take it all together, we hav the most 
Liberal city in this country, and Free- 
thought is increasing rapidly. Sunday is 
a holiday here. All places of amusement 
are kept open. In fact, you can do any- 
thing here on Sunday that is proper for 
you todo ona week-day. At the same time 
the churches are activ and doing all they 
can to hold their own, but they hav lost 
their strong hold upon the people. 

Some of the subjects we hav had lectures 
and discussions upon in the last few 
months are ‘‘Woman and Her Work,” 
‘ The Ballot a Natural Right,” ‘‘ Life in 
Siberia as a Russian Exile,” ‘‘ Spiritualism 
and What Good It Has Done,” ‘‘ Poli- 
tics,” ‘‘Ingersoll on Voltaire,” by a Jew- 
ish rabbi, ‘‘The World is Growing Bet- 
ter,” ‘*Government Ownership of Rail- 
roads,” ‘A Nation’s Disgrace,” ‘‘ That 
Pension Question,” ‘‘ Socialism,” ‘‘ Chris- 
tianity versus Science,” ‘‘Some Needed 
Legislation,” ‘‘Thomas Paine,” on his 
anniversary, ‘‘ Municipal Reform,” ‘‘Some 


Other similar clubs hav formed 


ism,” ‘‘Ingersoll’s Lecture on ‘Liberty,’” 
‘Feudalism, or Root, Hog, or Die,” 
“Government Without Compulsory Tax- 
ation,” “The Present Social Status, and 
Its Remedy,” ‘‘Man’s Ownership of 
Woman,” “The Life and Death of Na- 
tions,” These are some of the questions, 
and you will see there are a variety of 
subjects. And let me say right here, no 
one can sit and listen to such lectures, and 
the discussions that always follow them, 
without learning something they did not 
know before. The lectures were given 
by persons that had made a study of the 
questions they spoke upon, and were ably 
handled. 

I would earnestly recommend that such 
meetings be held in every town and city all 
over the land. These lectures were all 


volunteered, consequently the expense is 


not great. 


Spiritualism is having quite a boom here 
now. About a year ago a new society was 


formed, and they hav been holding meet- 
ings ever since, and I hear they are well 
attended. The great fault I find with 


them is, they do not take- up any of the 
great practical questions of the day. But 


they may come to that ‘some time. 
A. B. SEVERANCE. 


A Noble Society Started. 
Exstnorz, Car., May 25, 1893. 


Mr. Eprror: There is plenty of music in 
the air at Elsinore just now, all on ac- 
count of s little society which we hav 
started for the diffusion of useful knowl- 
There are a great many people 
here who do not attend any church, and 
as business is generally closed on Sunday 
we hav long felt the need of some sociabil- 
ity and some place of meeting where we 
could enjoy an hour or two together with- 
out listening to the insults which our wise 
ministers heap upon such intellectual 
giants as Paine, Darwin, Tyndall, Inger- 
We hav seen the need 
of some place where our boys and girls 
could meet without being compelled to 
listen to the usual ‘‘chestnuts;” some 
‘| place where they could be interested in 
something really useful while becoming 
interested in each other; therefore about 
three weeks ago we organized a little so- 
ciety which we hav named ‘‘The Society 
of Science, Art, and Literature.” There 
were but seven members the first week, 
but we rented a hall and held a ‘‘ Rose 
Carnival” Friday and Saturday of that 


edge. 


soll, and others. 


week. The hall was profusely decorated, 


and about one hundred and fifty varieties 


of roses were on exhibition in great num- 
bers. One single bouquet of solid roses, 


embracing every variefy and color on.ex- 
hibition, was five feet high and seventeen 
The 
words ‘‘Society of Science, Art, and Lit- 
erature ” were made in bright colors of 


and one-half in circumference. 


roses, jessamins, geraniums, etc., in very 
large letters. 
labeled varieties with the name of the ex- 
hibitors, and hundreds of tastefully 


arranged bouquets were made for the 


visitors. We had wagon-loads of them, 
and crowds of people visited the exhibi- 
tion. 
priate ball, and cleared money enough to 
pay a month’s rent. 


progressiv eucher party for Friday night, 
which was also a success. 

We had been very careful indeed to hay 
no mention for or against religion in our 


by-laws or in our meetings, hoping we 
could go on in peace without stirring up 


the dirty workers of the churches, 
but it was of no avail. Last night 
the local paper, which is run by a cow- 
ardly cur for all kinds of blackmail- 
ing purposes, came out with a number 
of slurs against the society, and was fol- 
lowed Sunday by all the preachers appeal- 
ing to their members to stamp us out. 
One illiterate fellow in particular stated 
that while it was not an organization 
which could be called bad, yet it was ‘‘run 
by those known to be Infidels, and there- 
fore very dangerous to society and the 
community.” He told his flock ‘‘not to 
associate with anyone who belonged to the 
society or had anything to do with it.” 


‘He said so much, however, that we in- 


Tables were covered with 


Saturday night we held an appro- 


Sunday we had 
several new members, and arranged a 


up and be counted." . 

A little grocery-keeper who has his 
stand next door to our hall and who is 
usher for one of the churches made com- 
plaint that he was disturbed at night and 
deprived of his natural rest by the society, 
and about the same time we discovered a 
large hole had been punched through the 
plastered wall between our hall and his, 
bedroom. In attempting to punch a small 
hole he had loosened more than three 
square feet of plastering on our side. We 
at once notified the town marshal and 
quite an excitement was the result. More 
than one hundred people hay come into 
the hall to see the hole. We rendered 
our first program last Sunday, which con- 
sisted of better music than any of the 
churches can furnish, speeches, original 
papers, selections, etc., with a display of 
spring bonnets surpassed by none. We 
hav bought a piano and are negotiating 
to build a hall, on the building and loan 
association plan, which at $10 per month 
(the rent we pay) will pay for itself in a 
few years. Better than this, we are rais- 
ing a large cash fund with which to insure 
the permanent residence of a lecturer. 
We hav commenced a fine mineral cabinet, 
and hay quite a respectable library, which 
has been donated by members and others. 
We hav many periodicals and magazines, 
amongst which is Taz TRUTH SEEKER. In 
a few weeks we will hold a mineral exhibi- 
tion from the hundreds of gold, silver, 
tin, and other mines and claims in the 
neighborhood. Our new microscope will 
arrive from New York in the mean time. 
We expect to hold agricultural fairs, 
flower festivals, chrysanthemum fairs, 


are able to take care of ourselvs. 


are a compliment to us. 


something. 


library and our music, our games, micro- 
scope, telescope, chemical apparatus, as- 
say furnace, modeling in clay, printing- 


press, classification of wild flowers, min- 
erals, and all the things we do and hope to 
doin the near future, God will certainly 
not be as jealous of our success as the 
But we are going to be 


preachers, 
squashed out if such a thing is possible. 
F. H. Heaun, Secretary. 


An Anti-Spiritualist Replied To. 


Camp ALAMO, LowER OAL., MEX., 
June 1, 1893. 


FRIEND SHUMAKER: I hav read your 
article in Taz TRUTH SEEKER of February 
4th, under the head of ‘‘Spiritualism and 
You 


Christianity Alike Superstitions.” 
hay taken one step in the right direction 
by reading Spiritualist literature, and giv- 
ing the authors credit so far as you can 
judge from your standpoint. Thus far all 
right. That is a step that some Material- 
ists dare not take. But when you call 


Spiritualism a ‘superstition, a product of 


the brain, there is where your great and 
ludicrous mistake lies. The fact is with 


you as many others, you pass judgment 


without investigation. How can you pre- 
sume to know that the statement of Mr. 


Roberts, that a spirit grasped his hand, is 


untrue, when you hav never been where 
that and other manifestations are alleged 
to occur? 

According to the last census there are 
about seventy-five million avowed Spirit- 
ualists. I hav conversed with them and 
read their periodicals for the past twenty- 
five years. Note the following statement: 
I hav the first one to hear from yet who is 
a Spiritualist on hearsay or faith. But all 
who call themselvs confirmed Spiritual- 
ists are such by virtue of unquestionable 
evidence of their own senses. I will take 
it for granted that you are in possession of 
the five senses, on which we all depend in 
forming our opinions of any and all things. 


By the use of those senses you are enabled 


to recognize the members of your family 
and acquaintances, and their handwriting, 


language, etc., when you get letters from 
those absent. Especially is a person’s 
identity proven when he or she writes to 


citrus fairs, exhibitions of art, exhibitions 
of products, etc., at least one a month the 
year around. Let the church boycott; we 
Let the 
boodle editor sling his dirty flings; they 
Let the little 
groceryman lie awake at night with his 
ear to the hole in the wall; he may learn 
If we can interest ourselvs 
and our children in oar society, with our 


manity, 


of Spiritualism as a whole are founded on 
the evidence of all the five senses: 


First there is the full-form materializa- 


tion, where they can be seen and recog- 
nized as readily as you can recognize those 
you know, often materializing and dema- 


terializing in full view of an audience. 
They walk, talk, sing, shake hands, caress, 
kiss, and show their individuality just as 
they did while clothed in the bedy. . 

Then there is the independent slate- 
writing, where the writing is done inside 
of closed slates, the slates being furnished 
by, and held in the hand of, the investi- 
gator, if he or she wishes it thus, Writing 
has been done in languages foreign to the 
medium under the most crucial test or 
fraud-proof conditions, the names signed 
being those of deceased friends of the sit- 
ters, whom the medium had no possible 
means of knowing. Such messages in 
every case bear the identity of those whose 
names they bear, just as much as the let- 
ters of your living friends are to be recog- 
nized by you. But a savage who was not 
familiar with communication by letter 
would be likely to say talking on paper 
through the mails or over the telegraph 
wires is all bosh. So also the Christians 
contemn without investigation every new 
discovery. And it is not surprising that 
either Christian fanatics or savages should 
be willfully blind, and misrepresent and 
oppose everything new, but such a course 
ill becomes professed Liberalists. They 
should hav the wisdom to investigate and 
learn at least the alphabet of a subject be- 
fore making such wild shots as some I read 
in Tax TRUTH SEEKER on the subject of 
Spiritualism. 

Mr, Shumaker, why don’t you back 
your assertions by facts? Institute a set 
of experiments, duplicate all spirit phe- 
nomena with your alleged electro-mental 
manufacture, and publish the modus 
operandi to the world. Tell me what my 
mother’s name was before marriage. Tell 
me whether I hav any brothers and sisters 
—whether living. Giv their names and 
describe their general appearance. Diag- 
nose the sick. Tell where lost and stolen 
things are. These last-named manifesta- 
tions I hav witnessed many times. It took 
me & term of years to come to a conclusion 
on alleged spirit manifestation. 

To come down to facts, there is as much 
of the phenomena of human life or mental 
phenomena of mind embodied as. disem- 
bodied that we don’t understand fully. 
There is hypnotism, mental telegraphing, 
psychometry, and dreaming. All of which 
we cannot ignore, and there is none of us 
who has not at some time known some one 
of these things to occur. 

We cannot see with the naked eye the 
germs that convey small-pox, measles, 
diphtheria, etc., from one fo another, 
neither can we see the atmosphere nor the 
gases, yet if we make conditions right by 
bringing a microscope to bear on those 
tiny objects we are charmed with their 
beauty or horrified with their hideousness 
as the case may be. 

Those phenomena that come under the 
head of occult—that perhaps some of us 
hav witnessed and some hav not—how 
much better it is for us to investigate and 
witness repeatedly before passing judg- 
ment, as becomes the seeker after truth of 
the nineteenth century, and not shut our- 
selvs up in a shell of self-confidence as 
impenetrable as that of the iron-clad 
Baptist. Verily consistency is a jewel. 

It is not my aim or desire to induce any- 
one to become interested in, or investi- 
gate, Spiritualism whose tastes do not lead 
him to do so. And such wild, uutenable 
theorizing is only something to laugh at 
by those who are versed in the demon- 
strated truths of Spiritualism—for truth 
cannot suffer for anyone’s ridicule. 

Friend Shumaker, when you hav demon- 
strated your electro theory and got it as 
well established as truth, as are spirit phe- 
nomena, to all who bav witnessed it, then 


I for one will be ready to abandon the 
ship and flag of Spiritualism and hoist the 
flag of electro-mentalism of the Shumaker 
school. 


Yours for truth and the elevation of hu- 
N. A. Prcxens, M.D. 


380 


THESTRUTH SEEKER, JUNE 17, 


1893. 


@hildren’s Gorner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wrxon, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communica- 
tions for this Corner should be sent. 


“ Betweon the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations 
That is kuown as the Children’s Hour.” 


[BY BEQUEST. ] 


David and Goliath. 


[An Irishman’: poetical account of how the 
little Israelite defeated the big Philistine was re- 
cited by Master Tommy Bones at the Columbus 
school exhibition in Webster, Dak.] 

The brightest boy ould Jesse had 

Was David—youngest son; 

He was a bould and activ lad, 

Well liked by every one. 


Although he had to moind the sheep 
To learn he was so sharp, 

When other boys were fast asleep, 
He’d practice on the harp. 


*T would make the birds of heaven hide 
Their heads to hear him sing; i 

He’d murther half the counthry side 
Wid pebbles and a sling. 


And then the soothern ways he knew 
To capture young and old; 

The female sex—Och whil ilu! 
*T was there wor’ his best hould. 


When David was some eighteen year 
Of age or thereabout, 

Betune the haythen and Jadarr 
A bloody war broke out. 


His brother listed for the war— 
Begorra! they wor’ daisies— 

His father took a contract for 
To sell the army chaases. . 


“ David,” the old man said one day, 
‘* You'd like a little tramp; 

Just load some chaases on the dhrey, 
And take ’m down to camp.” 


He dhrove to camp and sought straight- 
way 
The commissary’s tint; 
He got a voucher for his pay, 
Thin to his brothers wint. 


He found ’em looking mighty blue, 
And ina dreadful plight; 

Retreat was what they wished to do, 
And divil a bit to fight. 


A big, black bully, ten fut tall, 
Was bluffin’ all the Jews; 

And throops and staff and Gin’ral Saul, 
Wor’ quakin’ in their shoes. 


Go’liath was the craythur’s name, 
A howlin’ Philistine, 

His sword was like the lightnin’s flame, 
His spear was like a pine. 


He wore upon his back and breast 
Tin thousand pounds of brass; 

The shine of him, complately dhressed, 
Would smash a lookin’-glass. 


And ivery day the baste would sthrut, 
‘Inflamed wid dhrink and pride, 
And kept all Israel closely shut 
In lines well fortified. 


‘Come out,” hed bawl, ‘‘come out of 
there, : 
Beyant your dirty works; 
Come av ye dare and fight me fair, 
Yez bloody Hebrew Turks!” 


But ivery faithful Tsraelite 
Said, ‘‘ Leave the blaggards be, 
Av coose, no dacint Jew can fight ° 
With such low trash as he.” 


This sort of thing was well and good, 
Till David jined the throop; 

Whin he the matter understood, 
Bedad! he raised a whoop. 


“ Tt is a burning sin and shame,” 
He said, ‘‘upon my word, 

To hear this haythen hound defame 
The chosen of the Lord. 


« And since no other mon has felt 
A wish to tan his hide, 

T’ll fight him for the champion’s belt 
And fifty pounds a side.” 


The corp’ril of the guard he tould 
The off’sur of the day 

What David said, and he made bould 
To mention it at tay. ; 


The edge-du kong was in tbe mess, 
And heard the whole discoose; 
So he—he couldn’t do less— 
Tould Gen’ral Sol. av coose. 


The chafe of staff tould the high praste 
To sind peremptuons others 

For David to report in haste 
At Gen’ral Saul’s headquarters. 


But when the son of Jesse kim 
And Saul beheld the lad, 

So young, so tinder-loik, and slim, 
It made him tearin’ mad, 


“ Oh, houly Moses! look at that,” 
Said Saul—‘‘ the boy’s consate; 

How can it be that such a brat 
Can match the heavy-weight? 


r 


“ Wid that blood-suckin’ giant thafe 
This baby cannot sthrive; 

The Philistine, it’s my belafe, 
Would ste him up alive.” 

Thin David said, ‘‘ Me lord, it’s thrue 
This seems a rash intent; . 


Yet while I weigh but nine stun’ two, 
Tm full of divilment. 


“A lion and a bear kim down 
The mountain’s rngged sides, 

I slew the bastes, and wint to town 
And thraded off their hides. 


“ And since for roarin’ brutes loike thim 
I’ve found I’m mon enough, 

I’m quite convinced that I can thrim 
This blaggard pagan rough.” 


** Avic!” says Saul, ‘‘ye’re full of pluck, 
And wag yure little chin 

Like one who ra’ly thrusts his luck, 
And manes to thry an’ win. 


“TIl giv ye my best coat of mail— 
A new spring suit just made— 
Tuck it a trifle in the tail, 
And pad the shoulder blade.” 


But David didn’t understhand 
The use of such a thing, 

And only wanted in his hand 
His staff and thrusty sling. 


Whin Goliath saw little David approach- 
in’, after having heerd proclamation that 
a gra’at champion was comin’ out to fight 
him, musha, he laught fit to shplit his 
sides; and by reason of what passed betune 
them in the way of talk, I dhrap out of 
poethry for a bit, bekase, while poethry is 
mighty foine for a sentimintal dialog, 
it’s no good at all for a ra’al strong, first- 
class, breezy blagguardin’ match. 

“Oh, Moses,” says Goliath, wid the 
wather bilin’ out of his eyes for laughin’, 
“what sort av thing is that? May the 
divil admire!” he gays, ‘if T don’t belave 
its a monkey escaped from an organ- 
grinder.” 

“Ye’ll find me a moighty bad thing to 
monkey wid,” says David; ‘‘ye big thafe, 
wid a pot on your head loike & cupola on 
a sthame fire engin, and your dirthy, 
black mouth loike the hole av a coal- 
cellar.” 

“Ye little, skinned pole-cat!” says Go- 
liath, beginnin’ to grow mad whin he dis- 
kivered that David’s rhetoric was superior 
to his, ‘‘do ye think I’m a dog that ye've 
got a sthick to bate me wid?” 

‘*Bedad,” says David, ‘‘I wouldn’t be 
af’her doin’a dacint dog sich injustice; 
but it’s dog’s mate I’m goin’ to make 
of ye.” 

‘Hear that,” says Goliath. ‘‘ Arrah, 
now, tache yure gran’mother to feed 
ducks!” 

‘*Dhry up,” says David. ‘‘ Bad seran to 
ye,” he says, ‘‘ye havn’t the since of a 
catfish. By the light that shines, yure bad 
grammar givs me a cramp in the stom- 
mick.” Och, David bad a tongue in his 
head loike a jews-harp. 

“Tear an’ ouns!” says Goliath, ‘ I'll not 
lave enough of your hide in one piece to 
patch a shoe.” E 

‘ Tear an’ ages!” says David. ‘I'll giv 
the buzzards a picnic wid yure karkiss, 
an’ shure it ’ull make ’em sick to ate ye.” 

“Yere a liar!” says Goliath. 

‘*Ye’re another!” says David, ‘‘and an 
ophthalmic ould Cyclops to boot.” 

Wid that Goliath lost his temper intirely. 
He pawed up the groun’ and kim at David 
wid his eyes shut, a bellowin’, and that 
brings me back to the poethry. 


Goliath poised his mighty spear, 
"Twas fifty fut in length, 

And unto David drawin’ near 
He punched with all his strength: 


But David was surprisin’ quick 
And sphry upon his pins; . 

So dogin’, nately, wid his sthick 
He whacked Goliath’s shins. 


With pain the giant howled and grinned, 
And dhrapped both shield and lance 

To rub his legs the lick had shkinned, 
Thin David saw his chance. 


Takin’ a brick from his scrip, 
He put it in his sling, 

And, whirlin’ it ’round head and hip 
He let it drive full swing. 


Right to the mark the dormick flies, 
Assthraight as toa hod; 

It smote the wretch between the eyes 
And stretched him on the sod. 


Young David, for to prove him dead, 
In sight of all beholders, 

Chopped off his unbelavin’ head 
From his blasphamious shoulders. 


Dakota, Thursday, Dec. 1, 1892, 


How to Make Little People Polite. 


‘t Oh, dear, dear,” said a mamma to me, 
the other day, ‘‘I wish you’d tell me how 
I can get my children to be polite and of 
good manners, They are so rude I can 
do absolutely nothing with them. I try 
to teach them politeness, but all my talk- 
ing is useless. What shall I do?” 

At this juncture in came Tommy and 
Ralph pell-mell, and quarreling with each 
other about a top or a ball, or something. 
“ Here, you little ragamuffins,” exclaimed 
the mother, in a loud tone of voice, ‘‘ stop 
that, or I’ll pound you till you ache. Go 
get some coal, Ralph, you young rascal! 
Shut your mouth, Tom—I’ll slap your 
face for you!” 

‘“‘ Madam,” I said, ‘‘ you just asked mea 
question. I am ready to answer it. Be 
polite yourself and your children will be 
polite. Example is more than precept. If 
you will pardon me, I will say you hay in- 
sulted your two boys by your language to 
them. Children hav natural feelings and 
quick perceptions. Speak to them as you 
would speak to agrown person, and I dare 
say a ‘thank you’ for a service rendered 
is quite as acceptable to a child as toa man 
or woman. If you call your children bad 
names they will call bad names also. 
There is no need of remarking upon their 
appearance, especially before people—no 
need to say you will pound them when 
you do not intend it. Be polite to them, 
treat them with consideration and respect. 
and they will return the compliment with 
interest.” S. H. W. 


—— 
Be Glad. 
**Care to our coffin adds a nail, no doubt, 

And every grin so merry draws one out” 

(Walcott). 

There is a world of truth in this old say- 
ing. To be fretting, worrying, and griev- 
ing will make us dyspeptic, morose, and 
unhealthy. The blood becomes sluggish 
in our veins, and black melancholy settles 
over all. 

Bat be glad, merry, and hopeful, and 
health will abound in us. The heart will 
beat quickly and cheerily, the lips be 
wreathed in smiles, and everything will 
wear a rosy hue. 7 

Tears depress and smiles exhilarate. Be 
jubilant and all will welcome your pres- 
ence. You will be like a sunbeam of joy to 
neighbor, friend, and companion. 

Gladness is catching. Go forth, then, 
and sow its seeds that the harvest may be 
health and happiness for thousands. 

AUNT ELMINA. 


Correspondence. 


CEDAR BLUFF, Kan., June 5, 1893. 
Drar Miss Wrxon: This is my third let- 
ter to the Corner. Iam taking music les- 
sons now, and like it very much. Mr. 
Remsburg is coming here to lecture the 
last of this month. I went down to Okla- 
homa last month all alone, and it is about 
eight hundred miles. I hav got the 
“Story Hour,” and think it is the best 
story-book I ever read. I think that piece 
of poetry that was in THE TRUTH SEEKER 
last week was too good for anything. The 
title was ‘‘Brown’s Religion.” I was cor- 
responding with a girl in Michigan, but I 
lost her address. I seldom ever go to 

church, and never go to Sunday-school. ° 
Your Freethinker friend, 
Inez PLUMB. 


Ermo, Mo., May 16, 1893. 

Frend Miss Wrxon: Once more the 
inclination has come upon me to hav a few 
words with my Liberal friends, through 
the Children’s Corner. In the issue of 
April 8th I noticed a letter from Minnie 
M. Geir, in which she spoke of a com- 
munication from Geo. E. Remsburg (which 
I failed to read) in regard to having a 
meeting of young Liberals at Chicago, 
during the World’s Fair, which I think 
is a capital idea. But I do not think it 
prebable that we could all meet at one 
time. I for one would like to show the 
world our numerical strength. So I will 
make a suggestion, as it would be almost 
impossible for all to meet at one time, we 
should hay a register for all those who at- 
tend the Fair, which could be easily 
arranged by addressing John R. Charles- 
worth, Chicago, Ill., secretary of the 
International Congress of Freethinkers, 
and hav him make the arrangements, and 
publish same in Tue TruTH SEEKER. In 
this way we should be enabled to form an 
estimate of our number. It would be well 
to charge a small amount for registering, 
to defray the expenses. I think there 
should be a day set apart for a congress of 
young Freethinkers of America, the ob- 
ject of which would be to form a union. 


In this way those who could attend on a 
certain day could attend the congress, and 
those that could not could show their loyalty 
for the cause of Freethought by register- 
ing, and having it published at the close 
of the Fair. think we should act im- 
mediately on this matter, as the Fair is 
now open. Your Liberal friend, 
- J. E. KRAFT. 


WANTED.—A Liberal with #100 to $200 capital, 
who will go in partnership on a farm, will meet a 
good «pportunity by addressing the nndersigned 
for fur’her particulars. The farm is situated in 
the northern part of Alabama. | J G. DIERS, 

A 519 S. 3d st., Philade phia, Pa. 


GOLD. - SILVER. 


MINES AND STOCKS. 


CHAS. F. BLACKBURN, 
Mining Geologist, Seattle, Wash. 


Special attention given to, the expert examina- 
tion of mineral properties in the United States 
and British Columbia. 


MINES BOUGHT AND SOLD 


Precious Metal Mines a Specialty. Can 
furnish any kind of mineral property—Platinum, 
Gold, Silver, Quicksilver, Nickel, Copper Lead, 
Antimony, Iron, Manganese, Mica, and oal. Also 


Slate. Granit, Limestone, and Sandstone quarries. 
RICH GOLD AND SILVER MINES FOR SALE 


Rare bargains in gold quartz, gold placers, and 
gold-silver galena mines in Kootenay and Cari- 

oo districts, British Columbia. Only a few 
hundred dollars will buy valuable mining inter- 
ests, a bonanza for a few thousand. Correspond- 
ence solicited; sampling, assays and mill tests; 
all work strictly scientific; investments carefully 
placed; bargains guaranteed; twenty years’ 
mining and geological experience. 


MILLIONS IN THE MOUNTAINS ! 
METAL. MINERAL. 


smol4 


SUSAN WIXON'S BOOKS, 


12mo, 300 pp., $1. 
Apples of Gold. And Other Stories for 


oys and Girls. 12mo, 383 pp., $1.25. 
The Story Hour. An Exceptionally Hand- 


some and Interesting Book, Without Supersti- 
tion, for Children and Youth. The Only Free- 
thinkers’ Children’s, Story-book ever issued. 
¢5 full-page illustrations and 25 smaller; large 
tvpe, heavy, toned paper, broad margins, illus- 
trated covers; 4to, 224 pp., boards, $1. 

Address, THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


Col, A, G Ingersoll's 


ARGUMENT 


IN THE 


Reynolds Blasphemy Trial, 


At Morristown, N. J. 

This is the greatest argument ever made in & cake 
of this kind, and will be a model for the Bar so 
long as the Christians use force to repress free 
speech. Its legal acumen is unsurpassed, its elo- 
quence never equaled. Wherever Christian per- 
secution is going on this argument shoul 
freely circulated, read to the Christians, and ex- 
pounded on every occasion. 

In paper, 25 cents; in cloth. 50 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette place, New York. 


Christianity a Fiction. 


THE 


Astronomical and Astrologic- 
al Origin of all Religions. 


By DR. J. H. MENDENHALL. 


Explanatory notes compiled and arranged by 
the late Jonathan M. Roberts. Price,50 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Essay on iviiracles. 


' By DAVID HUME. 
Price, a 6 ~ a 19 conta. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, JUNE 17. 18933. 


REDUCTION IN PRICE OF A GREAT BOOK. 


o o 
Just Out.—25 Cents.—Five Copies for $1. 
Liberal living in Michi s ii 
yout Go have, tho Grimes of Bonal aia once that ha would give a5 s 
of virtue of the ministers showed how little value Ghristiant yY 
possesses to make men moral. 


We have juss issued the Fourth Edition of the k doing this. 
The additions for this new edition of the boa ae 


‘í Crimes of Preachers” 


shows nearly 400 cases of ministerial conduct. While those in pre- 
vious editions show that within a tew years abcut . 


1300 MINISTERS HAVE BEEN GUILTY 


of one kind or another of criminal conduct. WE 
are against women, 
the strength of the A 
clergy. | À Tad 
, Notwithstanding the many additional pazes. we have kept the [AN 
price the same, 25 cents. Send for x» copy, and confound the church- “am 
men. Show them just whac soro of scamps are the clergy who have 

closed the World’s Fair o1 Sunday. because it is so holy a day that to look upon mach'nerr or 


paintings in this period is “immoral.” 
THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


I Most of the crimes 
for the fair sex are at once the weakness and 
church—* the church” meaning of course the 


dress 


BY 


SALADIN 


(W. STEWART ROSS), 
Editor of the 


sONDON AGNOSTIC JOURNAL.» 


GOD AND HIS BOOK: 


When he had read this book Colonel In he 
thanks of all who really think.” Itisa work of vast researc. y and 
dzehammer vehemence, of scathing satire, of pathos and eloquence. 
humor, 2 eon oeaatie broadsides ever fired at the Jewish God and the Bible. 
Cloth, gold letters, $1.25. 


WOMAN: HER GLORY, HER SHAME, AND HER GOD. 


g F said that “ Christianity elevated the woman; it shrouded 
as witht A ER Feeney tebe bed the tender years of the child’ he opjoot of peo pork 
i a is error,and he has succeeded. t: 
Maite hon tig Aronde ae mont marvelous books ever issued from the press. The authori- 
ties cited are unquestionable, and the result is convincing. 5 

In two volumes, cloth, gilt-lettered, $2.50. 


JANET SMITH: A PROMISCUOUS ESSAY ON WOMAN. 


This is one of the most delightful of Saladin’s books, a dissection of woman, with inci 
dental tearing apart of man—caustic, sarcastic, yet philosophical withal, and permeated with 
a tender reverence 10r woman and exalted opinion of what she is and should be. A merciless 
satire upon certiin of the conventional foibles of the day, full of facts, fancies, truths, rare 
touches of genius, and bursts of eloquence. Most of the satirical shafts armed at the woman 
go past her an? stick in the man behind her, and it serves him about right. 

Cloth, uncut edges, gilt top, $1. 


CHRISTIANITY AND THE SLAVE TRADE. 
i ts u this subject, proving that Christianity did not 
abolich at shied his Ape oma e fn human beings. To which are added such comments 
as only Saladin can make. In paper, 80 cents. 


THE TRANSITION. 
; iderati f the antagonism of the Bible and science, and of the question whether 
‘the vatied or allegorical portions of | the Christian Bible cam: be interpreted by modern science. 
paper, 20 cents. 


ROSES AND RUE. 


eing Random Notes and Sketches. Some of its sabjects are: A Last Interview with a 
Man k Genus ; An Essay on Stirpiculture; Asceticism and Superstition; Capital Punishment; 
Poverty; God in the Constitution; Bruno; Gods; Witchcraft, etc. This may be called Sala- 
din’s own book, for it is poetry in prose, and is one of the books that lovers of strong literature 
like to read again aud again. In cloth, gold- and silver-lettered, $1.50. 


LAYS OF ROMANCE. 


This book reminds one of Sir Walter Scott, being romantic. historic verse, aglow in every 
page with the energy of a true and high poetic genius. 
Cloth, gold-lettered, 75 cents. 


ISAURE and OTHER POEMS. 


titl m is a story of intense passion, touchingiy told. The other twenty, poems 
are fate frag ante thoughtful, and every verse, reveals the thinker, observer, and reformer. 
Every page glows with passion and throbs with life. 
Cloth, gold-lettered, 75 cents. 


A FEARFUL FLOGGING. 


By one who endured it. Based upon a manuscript in the possession of Saladin 
Tn paper, 10 cents, 


THE AGONIES OF HANGING. 


Studies in Psychology. By one who was cut down from the gallows. Printed from mant- 
script in the hands of Saladin. In paper, 10 cents. 


WHIRLWIND SOWN and REAPED. 


i i villainy founded on fact. Of this book the Open Court 
said: 4 anor tory oip erica onime ana Aer or more, interest than Helen Gardener’s story, * Is 


This Your Sou, My Lord?’” In paper, 25 cents. 


THE CONFESSIONAL. 


ing an exposure of that infamous religious rite. Contents: Licentiousness of the Pre- 
notorna kon Oburens Lechery of the Gonfessional; The Priest in Absolution; Confessions of 
the Escaped Nun; Extracts from Dens and Liguori; Examination of the Church’s Claim to 
have Fostered. Learning; Her Atte pts at Continency even more Ruinous than Her Self- 
Indulgence; The Relative Criminal Statistics of Catholicism and Protestantism 


er, 25 cents. 
T ehen TER TRITA SERKER. 9 Lafavette Placa. New York, d 


Tor all of there worka addrasa 


OF 


-FREETH OUGHT. 


By W. S. BELL. 


the author: " You have earned the 
pt wrote to the of sound criticism, of caustic 
Téis one of 


ae “| 


Containing in condensed and systematized form a 
vast amount of evidence against the superstitious doc- 
trines of Christianity. As a book of reference and aid 
to all truth seekers it is invaluable. Its classification 
ate à i of subjects mele it 7 hand- book- Às Ingersoll jes of 
Paine’s “Age ot Reason,” it enables somebody in every village to “corner the parson. 8 wide 

i j include all disputed points between Christianity and Freethought. Price, 
yariety of subjects include the p dan AT j KER. 


UTH 8 


BRL 


wrn 


With the eighth edition of 
TÍ Winwood Reade's “ Martyre 
dom of Man,” the cost of 
|l production has been lese 
i sened so that we can reduce 
i | the price from $1.75 to 


$1.00. 


The book has had a phenomenal sale for so heretical a work, second only to Helen Gardener 
e 


Men, Women, and Gods,” and we give our readers the pecuniary benefit of it: 


“MARTYRDOM OF MAN” 


Is a very interestingly pictured synopsis of universal history, showing what the race has undergone 


—its martyrdom—in its rise to its present plane. It shows 


how War and Religion have been opprese 


ive factors in man’s struggle for Liberty, and the last chapter, of some 150 pages, describes hig 
fnvellectual struggle from the animal, period of the earth to the present, adding an outline of what 
the author conceives would be a religion of reason and love. The chapters are: 


Ww AR presets Western Asia, the Persians, the Greeks, the Macedonians, Alexandria, the 
b 


henicians, Carthage and Rome, Roman Africa, t 


e Arabs, . 


The Natural History of Religion, the Israelites, the Jews, the Prophets, 
RELIGION Ohbaracter of Jesus, the Christians, Arabia Mecca, Character of Moham- 


med, Description of Africa, the Mo 


ammedans in Central Africa. 


Ancient Europe, Invasion of the Germans, the Castle, the Town, the 
LI BERTY. Church, Venice, Arab Spain, the Portuguese, Discoverers, the Slave Trade, 


Abolition in Europe, Abolition in America, Materials of 


uman History. 


Animal Period of the Earth, Origin of Man, and Early History, 
I N TELLECT. Guenate of Universal History, The Future of the Human Race, The 
Religion of Reason and Love. 


Price reduced from $1.75 to $1.00. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


28 Lafayette place, New York. 


THE 
Truth Seeker Library. 
Published Monthly at $3 per Year. 
Tssues oF 1891.—$3. 


Truth Seeker Annual, 1891...... 
Men, Women, and Gods. 


NO Ubi iics os ager de N cise ralicehintestecu'es 25 
Christian Absurdities. f 20 
Victor Hugo’s Oration on Voltaire. 10 
The Crisis. Thomas Paine. 40 
Bebbath Breaking. John E. Remsburg....... 25 
Travels in Faith from Tradition to Rea- 

., son. Robert O. Adams ..........,..00005 25 
Strike 25 
M 

25 

igion. T. EB. Longshore................ 50 


a ENA S EST hiss bine 40 

Was Christ Crucified? Austin Bierbower. 10 
ulpit, Pew, and Cradle. Helen 

CONGM s.r in case tides sa N, 30 

Bible Morals. John E. Remspurg. 5 25 

Awful Disclosures of Maria Monk.. 50 


e E esoedeaneeee 10 
Liberty in Literature. Testimonial to 
alt Whitman, with Funeral Address. 
_ _By Col. Robert G. Ingersoll 25 
Six Lectures on Astronomy. 
aia Sabie wis eee a 15 
- 40 
- 80 
John E. 
Remsburg....... ETTE Cee salseeth cae 10 
IssvEs oF 1893.—$3. 
Thomas Paine Vindicated. Col. Robert 
15 
. mann : ' 50 
Crimes of Preachers in the United States. 
E. ings Seea O EEDE Eia GEE 25 
Resurrection of Jesus.............eesessenaeee 40 
Handbook of Freethought. W. S. Bell. ..... 50 


E ‘TRUTH SERKER......... PENA 15 
Abraham Jancoln: Was He a Christian? 
ohn E. Remsburg. ......... 00 00..... 50 


During the year other standard Freethought 
works will be published and sent to subscribers 
as they appear. | 

Yearly subscribers at $3 receive all the number: 
published in one year. In ordering please say 
which year is desired. 

Sirgle numbers sold at prices quoted. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 


28 Lafavette Place. New York. 
WAS + 2 pd pamgaepg--— 
CHRIST «© «= a 
—28¢) Geo CRUCIFIED? 


By AUSTIN BIERBOWER. 


A judicial consideration of the question,and the 
decision against the scriptures and the Christian 
tradition. Price, 10 cents. Address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Pre asna Gon oT: 


Supernatural Religion, 


Gave We a Supernaturai, Inspired. Mireo 
ulous Religion? 


ow Jb. Jb Gop. Paper, Mi centa: cioth, 96 venis 


Good Books for Liberally In. 
clined People. 


The Last Tenet; Imposed mon the Khan o. 
Tomathoz. By Hudor enone, author 
of “ Inquirendo Island” Copioualy illustrated 
with original drawings by Louis M. Glackens. 
12mo, 165 pages; cloth, $1.25; paper, 50c. 

Inqnivendo Island. A novel. By Hudor 
Genone. 12mo, 858 pages; cloth, $1: paper, 
500. “This book is to me a delightful sur- 
prise. In my judgment it is a stronger pieco of 

ction than Edward Bellamy’s ' Looking Back- 
ward,’ which at times it reminds one of. It is a 
merciless exposure of Pharisaism and hypoc- 
risy, which is so prevalent in fashionable Chris- 
tianity of to-day. It isa Food book, and while 
it will offend many, should be read by all.”— 
[The Arena. 


Lecture on the Bible. By Rev. Charles 
Voysey, pestor of the Theistic church of Lon- 
don, with a new introduction by Rev. Herbert 
Taft Root. Paper, 87 pages; 20c. 


God in the Constitution. By Arthur B. 
Bradford. Paper, 18mo, 18 pages; 10c. 
Evolution in its Relations to Evangelical 


Religion, By B. F. Underwood. Paper, 
24m0; 21 pages; Be. 


The Change of Front of the Universe. 
By Minot J. Savage. Paper. 31 pages, 10c. 

A Study of Primitive Christianity. By 
Lewis G. Janes. Cloth, octavo, gilt top, uncut 
edges, 319 pages; $1.25. “Dr. Janes is evidently 
a thorough scholar, and one cannot fail to be 
mpressed with the care, the honesty, the faith- 
fulness, the impartiality, the love of truth, the 
conservatism exhibited throughout this admi- 
rable volume.”—[Popular Science Monthly. 

By 


What Can Ethics Do For Us? 
William Mackintire Salter. Paper, 12mo, 82 
pages, 10c. 

Freedom of Thought and of Speech. By 


William Mackintire Salter. Paper, 12m0, 29 
pages, 10c. 


The Morals of Christ. A comparison 
with the contemporaneous systems of Mosaic, 
Pharisaic, and Greco-Roman ethics. By Austin 
Bierbower. Paper, 16mo, 200 pages. 50c.; cloth, 
$1. ‘Mr, Bierbower has carefully analyzed the 
old-world ethical systems which chictly con- 
cern the modern civilized world, and in this 
book he has so classified the elements revealed 
by that analysis 2s to give them a high scien- 
tific value. His book is almost as systematic as 
atreatise upon one of the exact sciences, and 
stands in fine contrast to the rambling, ethical 
discussion of which we hear 80 much and which 
leads us nowhere.”—[Chicago Daily News. 


Liberty and Life. Seventeen discourses 
on the applications of scientific truth to morals 
and religion. By E. P. Powell. 12mo, 208 pages; 
cloth, $1; paper, 50c. “Strong. even bold, 
essays on ethical and religious subjects. They 
are the work of 2 man of vigorous intellect, who 
has studied the doctrine of evolution long and 
carefully, and has not found it necessary to 
abandon all his old reverences. The discourses 
are full of interest to the casual reader by rea- 
son of their fund of anecdote and biographical 
citation, and to the seeker for religious and 
oreo they offer many helps.”—[Literary 

orld. 

Evolution and Christianity. A Study. 
By J. C. F. Grumbine. Cloth, square 18mo, 
75 pages, 30c. “Mr. Grumbine’s statements are 
sound and well put. His book is the fruit of 
wide reading and investigation. Itis a helpful 
one, is thoroughly interesting reading, and its 
presentation of the relation between evolution 
and Christianity includes much valuable 
thought.”—[Buffalo Express. 

Lessons From the World of Matter and 
the World of Man. By Theodore Parker. 
Selected from notes of unpublished sermons by 
Rufus Leighton. 12mo, 430 pages; cloth, $1.25: 


paper, 50c. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Address 
] 2 e 
The Clergyman’s Victims. 
A LIBERAL SIORY., 
By Maw B. J. BALL. Price, 25 cents- 
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N ew Publications. 


Unless otherwise specified, all publica- 
tions noticed here can be had of Tus 
TRUTH SEEKER Company, at the price 
named. i 


Desiren AncuMent Fatvaores. A Refuta- 
tion of the Argument that Nature Ex- 
hibits Marks of Having Been Designed 
by an Intelligent Being. By the Editor 
of Tar Truru Serker. No. 81 Extra of 
the Truth Seeker Library. Paper 
covers, pp. 59, price 15 cents. 

To this little book we feel emboldened 
to ask especial attention. For it meets, 
we believe, a want long recognized by Free- 
thinkers. It is much more easy to con- 
vince people of the falseness of the Bible 
and the inexistence of the Christian God. 
than to persuade them that there is no god 
at allof any kind. At this latter step nine- 
tenths of them balk. The consideration 
which mainly influences them in holding 
on to this last tenet is that of design in nat- 
ure. They declare it as plain as the nose on 
one’s face that very many things about us, 
the animal frame in particular, bear un- 
challengeable traces of having been con- 
sciously adapted to a purpose. 

And these persons who thus remain be- 
lievers in a god are often serious obstacles 
to the progress of the anti-ecclesiastical 
cause. For they frequently think that as 
there is a god, the Christians may as well 
worship him. even though they are some- 
what misled as to his nature by their 
scriptures. They think it better that God 
be worshiped in this fashion than not at 
all. Accordingly they acquiesce in the 
popular Christian customs, and deny a 
helping hand to the Antichristian work. 

Notwithstanding the need for ea work 
that should bring against the design 
notion an assault of adeguate force and 
comprehensivness, no such one has here- 
tofore been provided for ¥Freethinkers. 
The argument mainly relied on has been 
that one—contained in the first section of 
the present book—If the world required a 
god to design it, does not that god equally 
require a god to design him? This argu- 
ment is certainly unanswerable; but still 
further reasonings, traversing other fields, 
giv yet fuller satisfaction. Such further 
reasonings hay been produced, but they 
hav been scattered through a wide extent 
of literature. It was needed that they 
should all be brought together into a form 
procurable by whatever Freethinker 
might desire to press this issue against his 
Christian friend. 

This need is satisfied in the present 
work. About every argument that bears 
against the design theory has been incor- 
porated in it. 

“The Design Argument Vitiates Itself 
by Necessitating an Infinit Series of De- 
signers,” is the first proposition. If, it is 
asked, it is the wonder of a thing that 
suggests the necessity of a creator, does 
not that necessity for a creator increase 
just as the wonder increases? Then as 
God is more wonderful than the world, 
does he not require a creator more than 
does the world? 

‘If There Were a Designer He Could 
Not Be Beneficent” is set forth in the 
second chapter. To the assertion that he 
could be, the pain in the universe is the 
answer that has always been given by phi- 
losophers sirce the dawn of reason and in- 
quiry. What brazenness is it that alleges 
goodness of a god in whose universe 
every mouth is a slaughter-pen and every 
stomach a tomb! 

“If There Were a Designer He Could 
Not Be Wise.” The reasons for this 
affirmation which heads the next chapter 
are: First, his processes are egregiously 
‘ glow. The present works of nature hay 
been produced not by a single decisiv act 
but through a period of millions of years, 
by means of an infinity of changing forms 
whose wavering confusion betrays imbecil 
aimlessness. Second, the processes of a 
supposed designer would hav to be ad- 
mitted to be egregiously wasteful. A 
thousand seeds are sown where one 
sprouts, a thousand animals born where 
one survives. Third, the alleged design- 
er’s processes often serve no use. Many 
animals hav about their bodies organs of 
no benefit whatever. Evolution, it is 
shown, explains their presence; but the- 
ology is confounded by them. Fourth. 
besides all these faults of the processes of 
the designer just named, there is the re- 
maining one that said processes hav pro- 
duced extremely bungling pieces of work- 
manship. Besides the creatures of the 
earth having been & long time in being 
made, and baving been brought forth in 
the midst of a profligate waste, and having 
been encumbered with useless appendages, 
the whole mechanism with which they 
hav been furnished is faultful at countless 
points; and of this examples are given. 

In the fourth chapter, or section, design 
is denied altogether. The argumentation 
does not, it declares, purpose to stop short 
merely with pointing out, as it has done, 
that one designer necessitates an infinit 


series, and that the imperfections in nature |- 


indicate that if there is a designer he is 
one of limited goodness and wisdom; but 
it goes on to take another step, and denies 
the existence of any particle of design 


whatever, ‘‘Subserviency, fitness,” says 
the book, ‘‘is one thing. Design is 
another. The subserviency we admit; the 


design we deny.” This distinction is pur- 
sued, and made clear, at a length which 
precludes its reproduction in this column. 
At this point the famous watch argument, 
of Paley and other theologians, is taken 
to pieces, and not put together again. ‘‘If 
the adaptation of a watch’s parts proves an 
intelligent watchmaker, so must the 
adaptation of man’s parts prove an intelli- 
gent maker of man ’’—those who hav been 
ata loss how to meet this standard argu- 
ment will here find the reply which they 
hav wished. 

“What Actually Did Cause So-Called 
Design,” is next set forth. It has been 
shown, says the book, that an intelligent 
designer did not determin the present 
constitution of things; but the inquirer 
will be helped to a clearer understanding 
of the matter by learning what did. The 
manner in which complicated organisms 
hav been produced from simple begin- 
nings, priest-hated Evolution fully shows. 
Accordingly, an outline of evolution fol- 
ows. 

“ Astronomy and Design ” is the title of 
the sixth section. While there hav been 
published a reasonable number of books 
devoted to disproving design and affirm. 
ing evolution in the departments of ani- 
mal and vegetab’e life, there hav been but 
few given to the purpose of accomplishing 
the like task in merely physical inanimate 
nature—particularly astronomy. Obser- 
vation of this fact induced the dedication of 
a special chapter of this treatis to as- 
tronomy and design. It is noted in 
detail that the phenomena of astronomy— 
the positions, motions, and temperatures 
of the sun and the earth, and of all the 
other heavenly bodies—are utterly devoid 
of evidence of an intelligent designer. 
This chapter is the longest in the book. 
The outline of the science of astronomy 


which it embodies will be a bit of welcome | 


instruction for the persons who hav never 
attended to that branch of learning. 
Of course, it pretends to be of no con- 
sequence to those who hav studied that 
science. - 

Sixth section and last which closes this 
strange, eventful history of Theistic mis- 
reasonings, is titled, ‘‘The Argument 
of a First Cause.” It reads in one place: 

‘The Theists deny our right to chal- 
lenge the existence of their God, for, say 
they,. our discoveries of natural causes 
hav been extended but a limited distance 
back, and while we hav so far found but 
natural causes there exists behind all a 
great supernatural first cause which puts 
all these lesser causes in motion. 

“But this argument is utterly ground- 
less. The fact that discoveries hav so far 
extended only a certain distance back, can 
be nomore used to prove the existence of 
a God than it can to prove the existence 
of anything at all else. It seems 
to us no more sequent to say: 

‘We hav as yet explored only so far 
back: therefore a manlike being— 

‘Than to say: 

«We hav as yet explored only so far 
back: therefore all was created by a beast 
with seven heads, 

**Or than to say: 

“We hav as yet explured only so far 
back: therefore the ow] and the pussy-cat 
went to sea in a beautiful pea-green boat.” 
a 


Self-Contradictions of the Bible 


14t4———_. . 


Moral, Theological, Historical, and Speculative 
Propositions. 
Fi, “u - - a s 


15 cents. 


AN OUTLINE OF THE 


FRENCH REVOLUTION: 


Ite Causes and Results. 
By W. S. BELL. Paper, 12mo, 25 cts, 


A $ 
Paine Vindicatea 
Reply to New York server. 
By R. G. INGPRSCLL. 
With “A ROMAN CATHOLIO CANARD.” 
Price, 15 cents. 


Holy Bible Abridged. 


The passages unfit fur family reading. 
Paper. 0 cents: cloth. 50 cents. 


Creed of Christendom. 


Its Foundation Contrasted with Its Superstructure: 
By W. R. GREG. 


Complete in 1 Yol, 12mo, 890D., $1.50. 


| One of Her Brightest, 


THE HOLY CROSS SERIES 


The Popes and Their Doiugs. Biograph- 
ical sketches of the most noted of these vicars 
of Christ and vicegerents of God, showing what 
they have done, and what kind of men they were. 
It contains very plain statements,in very un- 
varnished language, and the unmasking 1s com- 
plete, proving them to have been cruel, in- 
triguing, and licentious men. Considering the 
rapid growth of Catholicism in this country, 
this book cannot be too widely disseminated. 
Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


The Awful Disclosnres of Maria Monk, 
as exhibited in a narrative of her sufferings dur- 
ins her residence of five years as a novice, and 
two years as a black nun, in the Hotel Dien 
Nunnery, at Montreal. Perhaps not any anti- 
Catholic book published has created more ex- 
citement, and had such a circulation as this 
work. To counteract its effects the Catholics 
circulated a story that Maria Monk was “no 
better than she should be,” but investigation 
disclosed that her “child of shame” was none 
other than the child of her priest-seducer. 
Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth 75 cents. 

Auricular Confession and Popish Nnn- 
neries. By Wm. Hogan, for twenty-five 
gans a confessing priest. A revelation of the 
icentious practices of the priests and nuns in 
these religious brothels. There is no question 
that Ex-priest Hogan knew the truth of the 
tales of vice, seduction, and infanticide he giyes 
in this volume, and equally there is no question 
that if the people generally knew of them, Ca- 
tholicism would not be given the vast amounts 
of money now allowed it by our various city 
governments. Price, paper, 50 cents, cloth, 75 


cents. 

The Priest in Absolution. A Review of 
the system of auricular confession, including 
copious extracts from the ‘Confessional Un- 
masked,” from the ‘‘ Master Key to Popery,” 
etc. The work is a protest against and an appeal 
to every American citizen to examine carefully 
and thoughtfully a religious system so Invasive 
of privacy, so powerful for evil in licentions 
hands, so fraught with danger to female mod- 
esty, to the ingenuous openness of youth, 
and to the freedom of thought, speech, and 
action. Price. paper, 25 cents. 

Priestly Celibacy Exposed. A lecture by 
the Rev. Geo. Townsend Fox, of Durham, Eng- 
land, Revised American edition, showing the 
result in parishes of the Roman decree that 
priests shall not mary. Price, paper, 15 cents. 

Sister Lucy and Her Awful Disclosures 
Respecting New Hall Convent, Bore- 
ham, Essex, England. Showing that convents 
are inimical to chastity, virtue, and freedom. 

ice, paper, 10 cents. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York City. 


L. K. Washburn’s Works 


Sunday and the Sabbath. ‘‘A law regu- 
lating human conduct on the Sabbath is an im- 
pertinence.” Price, 10 cents. 


The False Teaching of the Christian 
Church. ‘‘The Thirty-nine Articles of 


the Christian church are thirty-nine poor, 
broken-down opinions.” Price, 10 cents. 


The Foolishness of Prayer, ‘‘ Think of 
aminister’s praying God to kill grasshoppers, 
or trying to induce the Deity to undertake a 
crusade of one against the Colorado beetle!’ 
Price, 10 cents. 


Followers of Jesns. Price, 10 cents. 
Spiritualism : Is It a Faith or a Fact? 


rice, 5 cents. 
Religions Problems. Price, 10 cents, 
Was Jesns Insane? Price, 10 cents. 


The Public Schools and the Catholic 
Church, Price, 5 cents. 


PULPIT, PEW, 
and CRADLE. 


By Helen H. Gardener. 
Wittiest, 
Strongest Lectures Against 
` the Bible, 
Every Woman Should Read It 
and 
Know Her Enemies and Her Friends, 
Price. 10 cents. Address this office. 


Force and Matter; 
oR, vy) 


Principles of the Natural Order of the Uni- 
verse, with a System of Morali y 
Based Thereon. 


By Proresson LUDWIG BUCHNER, M.D. 
vväTENTS ¢ 


and 


Force and Matter, The Fitness of Things in 
Immortality of Matter, Nature (Teleology), 
Immortality of Fores, Man, É, 

infinity of Matter, Brain and Mind, 

Value of Matter, Thought, 

Motion, Consciousness, 


‘orm, Seat of the Soul, 
Immutability of Natural Innate Ideas. 
AWS, he Idea of God, 
Universality of Natural Personal Continuance, 
AWS, Vital Force, 
The Heavens, _ The Soul of Brutes 
Periods of the Creation Fres Will, 


of the Earth, _ Mevality, 
Original Generation, Concluding Observ» 
Secular Generation, tions. 


Bring msn AAA~oen TITER TPITTP GWT 


THOMAS PAINE; 
WAS HE JUNIUS? 


By W. H. BURR. 


Second edition, enlarged to 32 pages; with the 
best engraved likeness of Paine. Price, 10 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Priestly Celibacy Exposed, 


By Rey. G. T. Fox, MLA. 
Price, 15 cents. Address this office. 


Gems of Phought. 


Tue. greatest pleasure an honest man 
can feel, is that of giving pleasure to his | 
friends.— Voltaire. ; 

A GREAT man is a torch in the darkness, 
a beacon in superstition’s night, an inspi- 
ration and a prophecy.—dngersoll, 


Tax priesthood in all religions sing the 
same anthem. First, the abuses are 
stoutly defended; but when the ground is 
no longer tenable, then these abuses form 
no part of the holy faith._— W. S. Landor. 


Lincoun said he did not believe in total 
depravity, and although it was not popular 
to believe it, it was easier to do right than 
wrong; that the first thought was: what 
was right? and the second—what was 
wrong? ‘Therefore it was easier to do 
right than wrong, and easier to take care . 
of, as it would take care of itself. It took 
an effort to do wrong, and a still greater 
effort to take care of it; but do right and 
it would take care of itself.— Wm. Mc- 
Neely. 


Bur if prejudice prevails in philosophy, 
what shall: we say of religion? The 
race a8 a whole is divided into a large 
number of religious systems, and each sys- 
tem into sects. Every individual apper- 
ceives the ‘‘eternal truths” from the 
standpoint of the sect in which he was 
educated. Rarely does he change from 
one faith to another, and when he does so 
it is not often for his peace of mind. 
Such an ‘‘ Exodus from Houndsditch,” in 
Carlyle’s homely phrase, is accomplished 
only ‘‘in a state of brutal nakedness, scan- 
dalous mutilation.” Why? Because re- 
ligious ideas are deep-seated and funda- 
mental. To receive into the mind a group 
of new and foreign notions of such a kind 
requires a breaking up and readjusting of 
the old order such as few can undertake 
with safety.—Professor Patrick on the 
Psychology of Prejudice. 


Tus orthodox idea of God—a God that 
creates poor, fallible beings, and then for- 
ever damns them for failing to believe 
what it is impossible for them to believe— 
he [Abraham Lincoln] abhorred. The 
Golden Rule was his moral standard, and 
by this standard he measured not only the 
conduct. of man, but of God himself. 
Like the irrepressible Dr. T. L. Brown, 
he wanted God to ‘‘damn others as he 
would be damned himself.” He delighted ~ 
to repeat the epitaph of the old Kickapoo 
Indian, Johnnie Kongapod: 

“ Here lies poor Johnnie Kongapod 

‘Hav mercy on him, gracious God, 
Ashe would do if he were God 
And you were Johnnie Kongapod.” 


Lincoln thought that God onght at least 
to be as merciful as a respectable savage. — 
Was Abraham Lincoln a Christian? by 
John E. Remsburg. 


In conclusion, gentlemen, I presume to 
offer you a faith; yes, I beseech you to 
put your trust and your faith in work. 
Toil, young men, toil! Iam keenly con- 
scious of the triteness of tha advice; 
; but I ask you to reflect upon it 
because I, who hav been nothing but a 
worker, am a witness to its marvelously 
soothing effects upon the soul. The work 
I allude to is daily work; the duty of 
moving one step forward in one’s allotted 
task every day. How often in the morn- 
ing hav J taken my place at my table, my 
head. so to say, lost, my mouth bitter, my 
mind tortured by some terrible suffering 
—and every time, in spite of the feeling 
of rebellion, after the first minutes of 
agony my task proved a balm and a conso- 
lation. I hav invariably risen up from 
my daily work, my heart sometimes throb- 
bing with pain, but firm and erect, able 
and willing to liv till the morrow. Yes! 
work is the one great law of the world 
which leads organized matter slowly but 
steadily to its unknown goal.—Zola’s Ad- 
dress to Paris Students. 


A SUPERS®NSITIVNESS with regard to 
truth is the essential characteristic of a 
scientific frame of mind. Every sugges- 
tion that is offered in explanation of phe- 
nomena which are imperfectly understood 
is received with cautious reserve. This 
characteristic is liable to be mistaken for 
uncertainty or for prejudice; but in re- 
ality it is solely the outward sign of a just 
appreciation of the numerous sources of 
fallacy, which so often tend to render the 
most brilliant speculations worthless, 
when examined rigidly and coldly by the 
ideal standard of truth. When gaging 
the probability of the truth of any sug- 
gested explanation, it is held to be scien- 
tifically unsound to welcome it merely be- 
cause some one of undoubted hovesty of 
purpose has expressed his entire belief in 
it. There is always the possibility of 
mental bias to he reckoned with, as well 
as the possibility of unconscious delusion. 
No single sense is to be implicitly trusted. 
A preconceived idea may lead to the 
recognition of one property, while others 
of greater importance are overlooked.—. 
Professor Youmans. l 
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Thomas Paine’s W orks. INFIDEL 


\ 


Age of Reason. Pap., %5c.; 
6 copies for $1; clo., 50c.. 
Age of Reason and Examina- 
ion of the Prophecies. 
Pap., 40c.3. clo., 75c. 
Apostle ae TAAL am ie 
ious Liberty. e. y 
d. E ae Liberty Aati Pap. 
B0c.; elo., 750. . . 
Common Sense.. Written ir 


1776, 150. , 
Crisis. Written During Am 
Revolution. Pap., 40c.; clo., 750. 
reat Works.  8vo. 800 pp.. 
leather, $4; morocca 


8, $4.50. 

By J. E. Remsburg 
I Pap., 50c. 

Life of. With Remarks ot 
Comte and_Rousseau.. By C. 
Blanchard. Pap., 40c.; clo., with 
portrait, 80c. 

Life of. With Explanatory 


Observations. By G. Vale. Por 
trait. $1 


Lithograph of. Heavy plate 
paper, 22x28, $1. f 

Political and Religious Re: 
former. By B. F. Under- 


Sense,” * Crisis? “Rights of 
Man.” $1.50. 

Bights of Man. Answer to 
urke's Attack on French Revo- 
lution. Pap.,40c.3 clo., 750. 

Testimonials to His Merits. 
Oompiled by J. N. Moreau. 19c 

Theological Works: ‘‘Age oi 
Reason,” Examination of Proph- 
ecies,” etc., with Life of Paine 
and steel port. $1.50. 

Vindication of. Reply toN. Y. 
Observer. By R. G. Ingersoll. ide 

Address The Truth Seeker Company 


ee ŘE 


FREETHINKERS’ PICTORIAL TENT-BOOK 


SHOWING 


THE ABSURDITY AND UNTRUTHFUL 
. NESS OF THE OHURCH’S CLAIM 
TO BE A DIVINE AND BENEFI- 
CENT INSTITUTION, AND RE- 
VEALING THE ABUSES 
OF A UNION OF 
OHUROH AND 


J 8 5 Full~Page 
Illustrations. 
WITH COPIOUS CITATIONS 
FACTS, 
HISTORY, 
STATISTICS, 


OPINIONS or SCHOL 
ARS 


TO MAINTAIN THE ARGUMENT OF 
THE ARTIST. 
DESIGNS BY WATSON HESTON 


WITH PORTRAIT Of 
THE DESIGNER. 


® 


The illustrations are classified as follows: 


represent Uncle 8am and the Priests. 2 represent Samples of Christianity’s Work, 
“ The Church Robbing the People. 5 = Missionaries. 

v hanksgiving. 
b Sabbath Laws. 
“ Children and the Church. 
Woman and the Church. 
S The Church and Thomas Paine. 
Studies in Natural History. 
bd The Bible and Science. 
a The Clergy and Their Flocks, 


= The Lord’s Instruments. 
3 Bible Doctrines and Their Result@ 
se The Church and Slavery. 
os Priests and Politics. 
ie Ireland and the Church. , 
s Church's Taea of Civilization. 
e Uses of the Cross. 
“e Unkind Reflections on the Churek. 


beat hedaman; beadetthad -} Sahadat: ~ 
EOP OO EAR rt DO IR DO A BD Met 


a Piety in Our Penitentiaries. ve Persecutions of the Church. 
= The Atonement Scheme. a Some Allegories. 
a pe Lord and His Works. K Heaven. 
ayer. ell. 
A The Creeds. á Miscellaneous. 


s Christians and Mohammedans. 


A most extraordinary publication. We venture the assertion that nothing like it has ever be 
ore appeared in this country, and it is very doubtful if another one like it ever again be pek 
ished. We must give the Truth Seeker Company the credit of putting the book in the reach of all 

At twice the price it would have been acheap book. Artist Heston as a portrait-painter and de 
signer is a wonderful success, and we judge from our own feelings that nearly every Libera! ir 
America will desire a copy of this most wonderful volume.—[Freethinkers’ Magazine. 


Mr. Heston deserves to be called the artist-hero of Liberalism. He has dedicated his genius ts 
Freethought, and has done faithful and noble work for the cause of right and truth. But, the pict- 
mres do not make up the whole of this volume. There are nearly two hundred pages of reading 
matter that serve first as explanations of the illustrations, aud secondly as texts to pore the utter 
.alsity of the church’s professions and the hypocrisy of those who uphold them. Altogether the 

Ok is one of the best weapons against Christianity and the church that has ever been put in 
of Freethinkers.—[Boston Investigator. 


\ Price, board covers, $23 cloth, $2.80. 
: : Adaro Tiha pret Zoeker 


POPES AND THEIR DOINGS. | 


AQOOUNT oF 
Viears of Christ and Vicegerents of God. 
Paper, 50 cents; Cloth,{75 cents. , 


FILE BINDERS. 


Those who preserve the volumes of THE TRUTH 
SEEKER need a File Binder, which we willsend on 
receipt of one dollar. 


wood. 10c. 
Political Works: ‘*Commor | 


= 


DEATH- S.W. ERN 
BEDS. : 


o—— 


Being true accounts of the passing away of the 
following persons, thus refating the many Ohris- 
tian slanders upon them and others: 

Lord Amberley, John Baskerville, Pierre Bayle, 
Jeremy, Bentham, Paul Bert, Lord Bolingbroke, 
Francois Broussais, Giordano Bruno, Henry 
Thomas Buckle, Lord Byron, Richard Carlisle, 
William Kingdon Olifford, Anacharsis Clootz, An- 
thony Collins, Auguste Comte, Condorcet, Robert 
Cooper, D’Alembert, Danton, Oharles Darwin, 
Erasmus Darwin, Delambre, Denis Diderot, 
Etienne Dolet, George Eliot, Frederick the Great, 
Gambetta, Garibal Isaac Gendre, on, 
Godwin, Goethe, Grote, Helvetius, Henry Heth- 
erington, Hobbes, Austin Holyoake, Victor Hugo, 
Hume, Littre, Harriet Martineau, Jean Meslier. 
James Mill, Joan Stuart Mill, Mirabeau, Robert 
Owen, Thomas Paine, Qourtlandt Palmer, Rabe- 
lais, Winwood Reade, Madame Rolar, George 
Sand, Schiller, Shelley, Spinoza, Strauss, John 
Toland, Vanini, Volney, Voltaire, James ‘Watson, 
John Watts, Thomas Woolston. 

Price, 25 cents. Address 


THE TROTH SEEKER 


A SHORT 


HISTORY OF THE BIBLE, 


BEING 


A Popular Account of the Formation and Development 
of the Canon. 


By BRONSON D. KEELER. 


Contents: The Hebrew Canon. The New Tes- 
tament. The Early Controversies. The Books at 
First Not Considered Inspired. Were the Fathers 
QGompetent? The Fathers Quoted as ‘ cripture 
Books Which are Now Called Apocryphal. The 
Heretics. The Christian Canon. 

Paper, 50 cents: cloth. 75 cents. 


SCIENCE VS, RELIGION, 


OR, THE 
Conflict between Reason and Superstition. 
By T. C. WIDDICOMBE, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


Price, 10 cents 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


IROŅ-CLAD AND MANNA SERIES, 


IRON-CLAD SERIES. 


1 Atonement. Charles Bradlaugh............. 5 
2 Secular Responsibility., G. J. Holyoake..... 5 
Christianity on Civilization . 


4 Influence o 


10 Epi 
11 Philosoph; 
12 'Tyndall’s Be! 
13 Essays on Miracles, 


D f - 16 
of Spiritualism. Marvi s.. 50 
elfast Inaugural, and Portrait.. 25 
[ David Hume........... 20 
14 Land Question. Charles Bradlaugh ........ 
15 Were Adam and Eve Our First Parents? 
Charles Bradlaagh............0.seeseeeeees 
16 Why Do Men Starve? Charles Bradlaugh.. 5 
18 A Plea for Atheism. Charles Bradlaugh... 1 
19 Large or Small Families? A. Holyoake..... 
20 Superstition Displayed, with a Letter of 
illiam Pitt. Austin Holyoake.. ......., 
21 Defense of Secular Principles. C, Watts. 
22 Is the Bible Reliable? Charles Watts.. 
23 The Christian Deity. Charles Watts........ 
24 Moral Value of the Bible. Charles Watts.... 
2 Freethought and Mod. Progress. Watts.... 
26 Ohristianity: Its Nature and Influence on 
Civilization. Charles Watts .............. 
28 Thoughts on Atbeism. Austin Holyoake... 
29 Is there a Moral Governor of the Universe? 
Austin Holyoake.... 2.0... 00606 ceseseeeees 5 
80 Philosophy of Secularism. Charles Watts.. 5 


rO 


cororcn or cr or 


van 


38 Is There a God? Charles Bradlauvh........ 5 
89 Labor’s Prayer. Charles Bradlaugh.. . 5 
40 Poverty: Its Cause and Cure. M.G.H..... 10 
42 Science and Bible Antagonistic. C. Watts.. 10 


43 Christian Scheme of Redemption. C. Watts 5 
44 Logic of Death: or, Why Should the Atheist 
ear to Die? By G. J. Holyoake .... .... 10 
47 Poverty: Its Effects on the Political Condi 
tion of the People. Charles Bradlaugh.. 5 


MANNA SERIES. 


1 Original Manna for ‘‘ God's Chosen.”. ...... 5 

8 New Life of David. Charlies Bradlaugh.... 5 

5 20) Questions Without Answers.............. 5 

6 Dialogue between a Christian Missionary 
and a Chinese Mandarin..... ............. 

7 Queries Submitted to the Bench of Bishops 


by a Weak but Zealous Christian... . 10 
8 Search After Heaven and Hell A. Holy- 
ORKG cs ceiius cress envdeecudecvcstopencseccdte 
9 New Life of Jonah. Chas. Bradlaugh....... 5 
10 A Few Words about the Devil................ 
11 New T-ife of Jacob........... tere reer 5 
12 Daniel, the Dreamer. Austin Holyoake..... 10 


13 Specimen of the Bible: Esther. olyoake. 10 


14 Acts of the Apostles: A Farce. A. H.. 10 
15 Ludicrous Aspects of Christianity. A.H... 10 
16 Twelve Apostles. Charles Bradlaugh.. 5 


17 Who Was Jesus Christ? C. Bradlaugh. 5 
18 What Did Jesus Teach? ©. Bradlaugh. 5 
19 New Life of Abraham. Charles Bradla 5 
20 New Life of Moses. Charles Bradlaugh . 5 
21 A Secular Prayer. Holyoake. Per doz..... 10 


On orders for Iron-Clad and Manna we will send 
$1.10 worth for $1; $2.50 worth for $2; #5 worth 
for 83, and $10 worth for $5. £ 


$1.50 will now buy a reliablo ABERI- 
CAN WATCH in strongGOLD PLATED 
Dust Proof Case. Will pot vary a min- 
ute in 80 days; Is as durable ns any watch 
made, FULLY GUARANTEED. 

\ Ithas AMERICAN patent lever MOVEMENT, 
À Patent Escapeuene aud Regulator, Lantern Pinion. 


nr e 
ROBERT H. INGERSOLL & BRO., ^ 
65 CORTLANDT ST., NEW YORK CITY. 


CHEAP EDITION. 


Travels in Faith. 


By CAPT. ROBERT 0. ADAMS. 


Bei the story of his mental journey from 
ad ados to Rationalism. 


Price, paper, 25 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Is Controversy Dangerous? 


By W. F. JAMIESON. 
This little book goes down to the very bed- 
o 


roc human liberty. 
Price, - - - - 2% cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


-Spiritualism Sustained, 


FIVE LEOTURES. 
By John R. Kelso, A.M. 
12mo, cloth. $1.00. 


The Colonel Ingersoll Souvenir. 


THE MOST ARTISTIC SPOON MADE. 
STERLING SILVER, MASSIVE, BEAUTIFUL 


Given Away. 


Iu order to introduce this most artistic of all 
Souvenirs, Ishall present to all patrons who favor 
me with an order for goods, to the amount of 
$20, oné of the above spoons, my price $2.60, but 
guaranteed a finer spoon than sold elsewhere for 
$3. And for every additional $20, an additional 
spoon. Or with an order for $10 worth of goods 
I will supply the spoon for $1. 


THE INGERSOLL SOUVENIR 


Is made in the following variety: 


Tea Spoons, Oxidized. each $2.50 
10 ounces per doz., 
s 2 Oxidized, “8.00 
14 ounces per doz., 
Oxidized, 
“ z gilt bowl, “8.00 
10 ounces per doz., 
Oxidized, 
as pi sectional gilt, “3.50 
10 ounces per doz., 
Orange “ Oxidized, plain bowl, ~“ 275 
te u te gilt i i 8.25 
Sugar ‘ “ satin “ “800 
bt 3 “ gilt “ce . “oe 8.50 


The $250 Tea is also supplied etched in bowl, 
“The Time To Be Happy Now,” or other mot- 
toes, or names. for fifty cents extra. Parties en- 
titled to spoons may, upon paying difference in 
price, select any other spoon trom above list. 

My stock embraces everything usually kept in 
first class jewelry stores. Diamonds guaranteed 
20 per cent below regular market price. Watches 
of every description, Chains Rings, Necklaces, 
Jewelry, Silver and Plated Ware, Optical Goods 
Ba ges, Gold Pins, Etc. And $1,000 will be paid 
for proot that I hav advanced my prices above 
lowest prices published in any of my latest price- 
lists, on account of the above liberal offer. 

(If Freethought Badges are preferred the $2.50 
may be 80 applied.) 


OTTO WETTSTEIN, 
(Established 1857) Rochelle, IU., 


Designer, of The, Perfected “Otto Wettstein ” 
Watch; the Beautiful Ingersoll Spoon; the Popu- 
lar Freethought Badge. ; 

Send for pricelists, cards in colors and gold of 
badge. tracts. etc.. free. 


up 


MOTED SPECIALIST, 
For Men Only, 


Is a physician of a wide and extensive practice, 
and his remedies are of the best. The Doctor 
treats those peculiar diseases of young and 
middle-aged men, as the result of youthful errors 
and excesses, causing Early Decay, Loss of Man- 
hood, Wasting Discharges, Varicocele, Mental 
and Physical Debility, I 
Death. . ; 

To those afflicted and who are desirous of being 
cured a booklet of some 33 pages will be sent tn 
their address for ten cents, sealed in a plain 
envelope, giving causes and Symptoms of the 
Complaint and a description of the Doctor's im- 
portant medical discovery—an Outward Applica- 
tion—a positive cure—the only remedy of the 
kind in existence—with evidences of success. 

dress, DR. R. P. FELLOWS, 
Vineland, N. J. 

you saw this advertisement in Tus 

EEKER. 
Dr. Fellows is an Infidel. 
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JERRY IS PULLED OUT OF LIMBO. 


So they drew up Jeremiah with cords, and took him up out of the dungeon: and Jeremiah remained in 
the court of the prison.—Jere. xxxviii, 13. 


S, P. Putnam’s Latest Pamphlet. 


RELIGION A CURSE, 
RELIGION A DISEASE, 


R 


ELICION A LIE. 


Ledtcatea to the American Congress, of 1892, which for the sake of Religion, Stavved Liberty 
to the Heart. 


A work burnin with indignati’ n inspir-d by the Congressional act closing the World’s Fair 
on Sunday—au act which practically united the gov. rnmeut and the Christian charch. 


To which is added Mr. Putnam’s address delivered before the Columbian 
Exposition Committee of the House of Representatives against Sunday closing. 
Also the following Essays and Foem: by Mr. Putmaw, which have never before been put in 


book form: Orthodoxy; Freethought; 
of Likerty and Thomas ł aine; a 
thought Hall; Death and Life; The Golden Age; 
Centennial Exposition in Philadelphi., in 18° 6). 


vem written for the openin 


Man, Not God (written fora Paine anniversary); The Statne 


exercises of the Silverton, Ore., Free- 


Shut the Door (a poem on the closing of the 


be main ersayin this work is one of the strongest arraignments ever made of tr e religion 
which cramps and fetters the minds of the people of this cou try. It should be distributed widely. 
lh has been commended in the highest terms as it appeared in THE TRUTA SEEKER and we hope every 
reader will buy a copy 10 lend his neighbor and arouse thought. 


Price 25 cents; Five copies for $1. 


Address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Piace, New York City. 


DESIGN ARGUMENT FALLACIES, 


A Refutation of the Argument That Nature Exhibits 
Marks of Having Been Designed by 
an Intelligent Being. 


FLOP SOPRA 


SYNOPSIS : 


I. 
Il. 


Til. e Could Not Be Wise, for 


There Were One 
They Are Egregiorsiy 


The Design Argument Vitistes Itself By Necessitating an Infinite Series of Designers. 
If There Weren Designer He Could Not Be Beneficent. 
If 


His Processes Are Egregiously Slow, 
asteful, 


They Ofien Serve No Ue, 
They Have Produced Fau.tv Mechanisms. 


. What Is Called Design Is e 
Ty: What Actually Did Cause So-Called Design. 
VI. Astronomy and Design 

VII. The Argument of + First Cause. 


nly Subserviency; and the Wa:ch Argument Is Illegitimate. 


Embracing a Succinct Exposition of Evolution and a Sketch of Astronomy. 


BY THE EDITOR OF THE TRUTH SEEKER. a 


RENE ANAA 


Price 15 cents Address 


The Truth Seeker Library. 


The World’s Sages, Thinkers, and Re- 
formers. The Biographies of three hun- 
dred of the most distinguished teachers and 
philosophers (who were not Christians), from 
the time of Menu to the present. By D. M. Ben- 
nett. 1,075 pages, 8vo. Cloth, $3; leather, $4; 
morocco, gilt edges, $4.50. 2 

The Champions of the Church: Their 
Crimes aud Persecutions, Biographical 

tehes of r~- ranint Christians. compan- 
i book to “The World’s Sages.” ete. By D.M. 
Bennett. 8vo, 1,119 pages. Morocco, gilt edges 
Price, $4 50. be 3 . ke 

Supernatural Religion. An inquiry into 
the reality of divine revelation. Decidedly the 
most thorough and exhaustive work on the 
claims of supernaturalism ever written. By F. 
W. Newman, Emeritus Professor of the London 
University. 1,115 pages, Svo. In cloth, $4; 
leather, $5; morocco, gilt edges, $5.50. 


THE TRU LH SEEKER COMPANY, 28 Lafayette Place, N. Y. 


Analysis of Religious Belief. An ex- 
amination of the Creeds, Rites, and Sacred 
writings of the World. By Viscount Amberley, 
son of the late Lord John Russell, twice Pre- 
mier of England. Complete from the London 
edition. 745 pages, 8vo. In cloth, $3. 


The Gods and Religions of Ancient and 
Modern Times. Vol. I gives a ac- 
count of all the gods the nations of the earth 
have worshiped, including Jehovah, Satan, the 
Holy Ghost, Jesus Christ, Virgin Mary, and the 
Bible. 835 pages, 8vo. Vol. ft describes fully 
all religious systems of the world, including 
Judaism, Mohammedanism, and , Christianity; 
the latter aecapying 32 pages, being fully ngone 
into. 949 pages. By D. M. Bennett. Writ- 
ten in prison at Albany. In cloth. $3 per vol- 
ume. or $5for the two volumes; in leather, $7; 
in morocco, gilt edges, $8. 

The foregoing volumes are called “The Truth 
Seeker Library.” If ail are ordered together and 
sent by express, one dollar will be deducted from 
the price of each. 


EAGLE BRAND. 


— THE BEST—— 


ROOFING 


Is unequaled for house, barn, factory, or out- 
buildings, and costs half the price of shingies, 
tin, oriron. It is ready for use. and is easily ap- 
plied by anyone. Send stamp for samples, aud 
State size of roof. 


EXCELSIOR PAINT AND ROOFIKG CO, 
Dept. 10, 155 Duane St., wew York. 


WIZARDS MAGIC PURSE, 


~The most bewildering illusion dis- 
covered In this century! A very strong 
purse of the tinest dressed kid strongly 
sewed and beautifully embroldered. 
(Regulargoods of equal quallty sell for 
50c. to 75C.) Comprises 3 pockets, which 
we GUARANTEE no one can open ln 3 
hours without knowing the secret. It 
has baffled all experts in puzzledom. 
aN A great novelty, a wonderful mystery 

ie anda usetul article, allin one, Your 
Xt Gà money and secrets are safe inside this 
3 purse! Satisfacion Guaranteed. 

Sample with secret in seaied envelope post paid with Catalogue 
of 1000 useful articles, 25c; 3 for 6e; 6 for $1.00, $1.80 Doz. 
R. H. INGERSOLL & BRO, 65 Cortlandt st., NS Ye 
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«g? ` F 
FHE SABBATH. 
By M. FARRINGTON. 
A Thorough Examination and Ref. 
wtation of the Claims of the 
Sabbatarians. 
Paice, -~ ~ - ~ ~ 


10 cents. 


Pyramid of Gizeh. 


Ancient Egyptian Civilization and Hebrew Nar. 
rative in Genesis and Exodus. 
By Van Buren Denstow, LL.D. Price, 15 cents 


MEDICAL. 


If you need a medicine pay attention to some- 
thing which will cure you. It is known as 


The Water of Life, 


and is adapted to curing, more especially, all 
forms of Stomach, Liver. Kidney, and Bladder 
troubles. By injecting this water it will heal al 
sorts of inflammations of the internal organs, such 
cases as Piles, Typhoid and other fevers Bowel 
diseases, Uterine and other forms of Femate 
Complaints. It is a Blood Purifier, and is an ex- 
cellent remedy for Catarrh and Lung and Throat 
inflammations. It will heal the nerves, restoring 
lost vigor of mind and body, creating a good 
appetite and producing sound sleep. It arts 
steadily upon the urine, cleansing the blood by 
means of the kidneys, »nd acts mildly upon the 
bowels, thereby producing bodilv habits which 
are so essential to good health. This 


Water of Life 


is sold absolutely pure, as it is pumped trom 
the spring, without the addition of any drug 
whatever. It is Nature's Remedy, pure and sim- 
ple, and nota manufactured article. The uccess 
it has achieved has come mostly from its friends 
who hav been cured by using it. Send for a 
pamphlet free, containing photo-engraved let- 
ters and recommendations from those who have 
used it, giving a forty-page history and all par- 
ticulars about this remarkable water, to 


J. R. PERRY, Manager, 
34 South Main Street, Wilkesbarre, Pa. 
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J\ ews of the (Deck. 


Epwin Boors died on the 7th. 


Tre railroads hav agreed to run occa- 
sional excursion trains to the Fair at half 
rates. f 


Tru Christians in Morocco are in appre- 
hension of massacre by the fanatical Mo- 
hammedans. 


Tun municipal council of St. Denis, a 
suburb of Paris where Freethinkers and 
Socialists abound, has had operations be- 
gun in demolishing the great stone cross 
in the cemetery there. 


AROHBISHOP SEMBRATOWICZ was mobbed 
by forty Polish strdents in Lemberg, 
Austria, on the 8th, on account of his visit 
to the pope, which the Poles regard as 
treason to the Greek Catholic ‘church, of 
which he is a prelate. 


Ar New York city on the 6th a Provi- 
dential visitation testified the Lord’s dis- 
like of churches. In a storm the light- 
ning struck the gilt cross of St. Mary’s 
Catholic church. A piece of the shattered 
emblem strnek a man in the street below. 


Roussta’s persecution of the Jews has ex- 
tended to the Russian province of Poland. 
Five hundred families hav been expelled 
from the Ronda-Gonzowski district alone. 
All the heads of families thus expelled 
were engaged in trade and possessed more 
or less real estate, which they were forced 
to abandon. 


Tur cholera is spreading through the 
valley of the Tigris and the Euphrates. It 
has been brought this year, as on preced- 
ing cholera years, by. religious pilgrims 
who take no thought for this world but 
are intent on joys beyond. ‘They are 
flocking to the ‘‘holy cities” about Bas- 
sorah, bringing all the way for burial the 
remains of persons who hav died in India. 


A REQUEST, signed by Robert G. Inger- 
soll and others, has been presented to 
General Gordon, United States Senator 
from Georgia, that he deliver a lecture on 
Generals Grant and Lee. Gordon com- 
manded one of the wings of Lee’s army, 
and helped make the terms of surrender. 
His lecture is expected to giv a valuable 
estimate of the men considered. 


Tur Russian extradition treaty was 
formally promulgated by President Cleve- 
Jand on the 7th, and is now in effect. 
Anyone who now attacks the despot of 
Holy Russia, or who is in any degree con- 
nected with a plot to do so, or whom the 
perjurous Russian police choose to charge 
with being so connected, will be caught 
for said tyrant and turned over to him by 
our officers. 


Tu Spanish princess Eulalia has been 
treated with excessiv homage by American 
society and by the authorities. The latter 
hay everywhere granted her a military or 
semi-military escort. Society in giving 
her receptions has furnished her with a 
throne, this being placed op a raised por- 
tion of the floor. This leads Ward Me- 
Allister and others to remark that we are 
drifting away from the republican sim- 
plicity which was severely enforced in the 
early days of the nation. 


Pror. Max Mvuzer, the highest author- 
ity in England on Oriental languages and 
literature, throws down a gauntlet in the 
Nineteenth Century to Theosophists. 
Professor’ Muller says that the esoteric 
Buddhism preached by Madam Blavatsky 
never existed in India and that the Ja- 
mented high priestess of Theosophy, igno- 
rant as she was of the two languages in 
which the canonical books of Buddhism 
are written, fell under the influence of de- 
signing Hindoos, who played upon her 
credulitv. As for the existence of mahat- 
mas and the belief of Theosophists that 
living beings can hold communication 
with unseen spirits, it is pointed out that 
in all the history of Theosophy no inde- 
pendent witness has ever been present to 
test these miraculous performances in soul 
communion. 


Rev. J. G. Wars was nearly mobbed in 
the Cumberland Presbyterian church at 
Macomb, Ill., on the 7th, and was tried 
the next day in s justice’s court on a 
charge of using indecent language. He is 
seventy-five years old. and has been a 
Cumberland Presbyterian preacher for 
half a century. He lectured on the ‘‘In- 
iquities of the Roman Confessional.” He 
said that Roman Catholic priests were a 
lot of libertins. He also spoke in most 
accusatory terms of women who go to the 
confessional, Many Catholics were pres- 
ent and became greatly enraged. The 
police had to draw their revolvers to keep 
the crowd away from the preacher. He 
was arrested after finishing his lecture. 
Many of the Catholics and Protestants 
drew knives, but the police prevented 
their use. The jury returned a verdict to 
the effect that, as the lecturer had simply 
made use of translations from books used 
by Catholic clergy, he was not guilty of 


" the charge. 
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HIS HOLY HYPOCRISY TRYING TO PERSUADE EUROPE TO DISARM. (Sequel or companior picture next week) — 


ES a SE 


Old Testament Stories 
 Comically Illustrated. 


IT WILL 
IT WILL 


CORNER 
THE 
PARSON. 


MAKE YOU 


LAUGH. 


The Stories Humorously Told—And Hard Facts 5 
Given Concerning the Origin and Authenticity of the 400 Pages. 2 00 Full Page 
Oid Testament—A Page of Text to Each Picture. Pictures. 


CONTENTS: 
Jacob and Esau, 
` Joseph the Man of Dreams, 
Holy Moses, 
Balaam the Diviner, 
Bloody Joshua, 
The Campaign of Deborah and Barak 
Against Jabin and Sisera, 
General Gideon, , 


Jephthah and His Human Sacritie=. 
Samson the Strong, 

Ruth and Boaz, 

Unstable as Water, God Shall Not Excel, 
David, God's Favorite, 

Some Stories from the Book of Kings, 
Adventures of the Prophets, 

Jonah the Truthful Sailor. 


Sustaining a Theory, 

Some Giants, 

The Adventures and Work ef Noah, 
A Hunting Anecdote, 

Abraham, Christ's Great Ancestor, 
A Queer Family, 

Isaac and His “ Sister,” 

One of Twins, 


Boards, illuminated covers, 81; eloth, gilt side stamp, $1.50. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


Darwin and After Darwin. 


An Exposition of the Darwinian Theory. 


By GEORGE J. ROMANES. 


A systematic Exposition of what may be termed 
the Darwinism of Darwin, and intended to be of 
service to the general reader rather than vo pro- 
fessed naturalists. 
_ Mr. Romanes is well known as one of the most 
interesting of English writers upon evolution, 
besides ranking with Professor Huxley in scien- 
tific knowledge and ability. And this is a part of 
his conclusion regarding the great subject of 
Design, to which the church so ofteu refers: 
Thus whether we look to the facts of adapta- 
tion or to those of beauty, everywhere through- 
out organic nature we meet with abundant 
evidence of natural causation, while nowhere do 
we meet with any independent evidence of 
supernatural design. | .. _Adaptation and 
beauty are alike receiving their explanation at 
the hands ofa purely mechanical philosophy. . . 
All nature has thus been transformed before the 
view of the present generation in a manner and 
to an extent that has never before been possible; 
and inasmuch as the change which has taken 
place has taken place in the direction of natural- 
ism, and this to the extent of rendering the 
mechanical interpretation of nature universal, it 
is no wonder if the religious mind has suddenly 
awakened to a new, and a.terrible force in the 
words of its traditional enemy—Where is now 
thy Goat’ t 
ustrated. Price, cloth, $2. 
‘Address, THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


BOOKS BY 
PROF. FELIX L. OSWALD. 


The Bible of Nature: A Contribution 
to the Religion of the Future. Cloth, $1. |. 
The Secret of the East; or, The Origin 
of the Christian Religion and the Significance 

of its Rise and Decline. Cloth, $1. 
Physical Education ; or, The Health-Laws 
of Nature. Cloth, $1. 

Household Remedies for the Prevalent 
Disorders of the Human Organism. Cloth, $1. 
Zoological Sketches: A Contribution to 
the Outdoor study of Natural History. Ilus- 


H. Faber. Cloth, $2. 
trated by H. Faber. gi TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette place, New York. 
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New Publications. | New Publications. 


S, P. Putnam’s Latest Pamphlet, 


RELICION A CURSE, 
RELIGION, A DISEASE, 
RELICION A LIE. 


1892, which Jor the sake of Religion, Stabbea Liberty 
to the Heart. 


Ledicated to the American Congress, of 


A work burning with indignation inspired bythe Congressional act closing the World’s Fair 
on Sunday—an act which practically united the government and the Christian church. 


To which is added Mr. Putnam’s address delivered before the Columbian 
Exposition Committee of the House of Representatives against Sunday closing. 


Also the following Essays and FT oem; by Mr. Putnaw, which have never before been put in 
book form: Orthodoxy; Freethought; Man, Not God (written fora Paine anniversary); The Statue 
of Liberty and Thomas; taine; a puem written for the opening exercises of the Silverton. Ore., Free- 
thought Hall; Death and Life; The Golden Age; Shut the Door (a poem on the closing of the 
Centennial Exposition in Philac elphia, in 1876). 

The main erpay in tbis work is one of the strongest arraignments ever made of t} e religion 
which cramps and fetters the minds of ths people of this cout.try. It should be distributed widely: 
It has been commended in the highest terms as it appeared in Taz TRUTA SEEKER and we hope every 
reader will buy a copy to lend his neighbor and arouse thought. - 


Price % cents; Five copies for $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York City. 


DESIGN ARGUMENT FALLACIES, 


A Refutation of the Argument That Nature Exhibits 
Marks of Having Been Designed by 
an Intelligent Being. 


PROD 


SYNOPSIS : 


The Design Argument Vitiates Itself By Necessitating an Infinite Series of Designers. 
If There Were a Designer He Could Not Be Beneficent. 

If There Were One He Could Not Be Wise, for 
His Processes Are Egregiously Slow, 
‘Lhey Are Egregionsly Wasteful, 
They Often Serve No Use, 

_ They Have Produced Fau.ty Mechanisms. 
IV. What Is Called Design Is Only Subserviency; and the Watch Argument Is Illegitimate. 
YV. What Actually Did Cause So-Called Desiga. . 

YI. Astronomy and Design ; 

VI. The Argument of a First Cause. 


Embracing a Succinct Exposition of Evolution and a Sketch of Astronomy. 


L 
Il. 
II. 


BY THE EDITOR OF THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


DPN 


THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, £8 Lafayette Place, N. Y. 


APOLLONIUS OF TYANA IDENTIFIED AS. THE 
CHRISTIAN JESUS. 


An important and remarkable revelation con- 
terning the life and times of Apollonius of 
Tyana, the great sage and philosopher of the first 
century. It is here claimed that his life and 
teachings were appropriated and utilized by the 
formulators of the Christian religion in the in- 
terest of so-called Christianity. The pia iarism 
is made plein in this brief history of Apollonius 
especially in view of the historica references an 
comments thereon. It is quite evident that to 
conceal the plagiarism, the name of Apollonius 
was suppressed. 

Price, 15 cents. ` 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


A NEW WORK 


BY 
ARTHUR B. MOSS, 
Author of “The Bible and Evolution,” 


Price 15 cents. Address 


THE ELIMINATOR; 
Skeleton Keys to Sacerdotal Secrets. 


“Write me no more fables, lest I be a fool and 
read the riddles awry.” 


“By R. B. Westbrook, D.D., LL.B. 


Contents: The Whole Truth; Sacerdotalism 
Impeached; The Fabulous Claims of Judaism; 
Moses and the Pentateuch; Ancient Symbolism 
and Modern Literalism; Astral Keys to Bible 
Btories; The Fable of the Fall; Search for the 
* Last Adam;” What Is Known of the New Testa- 
ment; The Drama of the Gospels; The Ideal 
Christ; Jesus_and Other Christs; A Reverent 
Critique on Jesus; Few Fragments; Blood 
Salvation; The Things That Remain. 


Price, $1. 
Address 


Antiquity (Christianity and Evolution, 
U n V el l e d „| 7% Wanker Ga roditor of Freethinker. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
COSMIAN HYMN-BOOK. 


A COLLECTION OF 


ORIGINAL AND SELECTED HYMNS 


FOR 
Liberal and Bthical Societies, 
for Schools and 
the Home. =- 
—With Music Written to All the Songs.— 


COMPILED By L. K. WASHBURN. 
Prica, $1.50. For sale at THIS OFFIOF. 


Hard Knocks 


—Oon 


Anctent Voices 
from the Spirit 
Realm disclose the 
most Startling Rev- 
elations. 

Lom 
` Proving Christianity 
to he of 
Heathen Origin. 


[TLLUSTRATED.] 
Price, - - - - $1.50. 


Oni 4 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


[nstead of a Pook. 


New Publications. | New Publications. 


A NEW BOOK.--AND A MOST ORIGINAL ONE 


The Creation of God. 


By DR. JACOB HARTMANN. 


An explanation of the origin of the God Idea, and the mental processes that led to the formation 

of idols and the worship of them. From the time of Terah’s apostasy, Abraham’s reformation and 

his banishment for heresy and blasphemy against the Cha:dean idols, to Christ’s coming, the princi- 

palcharacters are analyzed and shown to be human, by thought and deed. It is made plain that the 

eculiar phraseology, cant sayings, subterfuges, miracles, wonder-workings, and supernatural pad- 

ing are the proper offsprin of the then existing barbarism, ignorance, and superstition, constitut- 
e day. i 


ing the pecnliar politics of th 
CONTENTS IN DETAIL: : 
Elimination of Waste Substances, 


The Universal Aspect. 

The Earth. In General. 
The Chemical Aspect. BY the pungs. 
The Sun, By the Kidneys. 


Digestion and Nutrition. 

The Elementary Substances. 

Alcohol and Its Effects on the System. 
The Soul—What Is It? s 


Sin and Salvation. __ : 
The Ecclesiastical Kindergarten. 
Rational Review. 


Genesis—The Creation. 

Genesis—The Garden of Eden. 

The Deluge. 

The Scriptural God—The Creation. 

The Creation of God—Abraham. 
Moses—Confirmation of the Idea of God. 
Samuel the Kingmaker. 


The Mind. 


the King. 
9 tod Cary ue Ean Rost. Visions—Bible Dreams—Revelations. 
The End of National Life. The Planetary Gods. 
The Christian Era. Every Man His Own God. 


Gateways to Knowledge. 


Organic Trae egetable. Tables {Hotere Whence They Spring. 


Organic Life— Th 
e Non Credo. 
The Master Tissues. : 
The Muscular Tissues. Rules for Human Conduct. 
The Nervous Tissues. ILLUSTRATIONS. 


Map of the Iutellectual Faculties—The Mind. 
Map of Theological Retrogression. 
Map of the Deluge and Garden of Eden. 


Thirty Chapters—Four Hundred and Thirty-two Pages, 
Large 12mo. 


Food and Food-Substances. 


In Cloth, $1; in Paper, 50 Cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


THE RESURRECTION OF JESUS. 


AN AGNOSTIC’S VIEW. 


Contents: The Christian Dogma of Salvation; The Christian’s Belief; Why Was 


the Resurrection a Secret Affair? The Age of a Story Does Not Prove Its Truth; 


Pilate’s Attempt to Save the Life of Jesus; Christ Before Herod; A New Indictment 


Against Jesus; Were the Guards Hired by the Priests? Pilate’s Motive for Secreting 
the Bod; Matthew's Account of the Resurrection; Why the Angel Sat on the Stone; 


Mary’s Visit; Angels; Renan’s Theory; The Disciples Were Deceived; The Identifica- 
tion: The Ascension; Why Did Jesus Disappear? Other Strange Phenomena; The 


Chief Priests Did Not Believe in Resurrection; What Became of the Roman Guards? 


The Origin of the Story; St. Paul’s Account: St. Paul’s Conversion; A Modern 


Example; The Roman Governors and the Resurrection Story; The Testimony of 


Contemporaneous Writers; Miracle-Workers; Is the Resurrection Well Attested? 


Inspiration; Conclusion. 


Price, cloth, 75 cents; paper, 40 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York City. 


MY RELIGIOUS EXPE- 
| | RIENCE: 


Being the story of his religious life and mental 
ourneyings. Titten in his happiest and most 
rilliant way, and is the best of all his splendid 
works. Price, 25 cents. Address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


“With Daughter's Babe Upon 
His Knees.” 


SHALL THE BIBLE BE READ 
IN OUR PUBLIC SCHOOLS? 
By R. B, Westbrook, A.M. 
Third Thousand. 
Address Tux TRUTH SEEKER. 


Price, 10 cents. By S. P. Putnam. 


VALUABLE ENGLISH 
PUBLICATIONS. 


The Stadent’s Darwin. By Edward B. 
Aveling, D. Sc., Fellow of University College 
London. The purpose of this book is to tell 
something of Darwin’s work to those who have 
neither the time nor the opportunity to investi- 


gate it fully for themselves. 1. The Naturalist’s 
oyage Around the World. 2 Geolocical 
Works. 3 Botanical Works. 4. Zoological | Photograph of Colonel Ingersoll, with his 


With a | grandchild in his lap, a delicate little souvenir of 
merica’s greatest orator and Freedom’s greatest 
champion at home, may be had at this office for 


fifty cents 


OVERNMENT ANALYZED. 


i 
E; By COL. JOHN R. KBLSO. 


Contents: Derivations and Definitions of 
Political Terms; Various Forms of Government; 


General Principles of Government; Functions 


Works. | 5. Works on Evolution. 
copious index. Price, $2. 
THE 


BRAIN =» BIBL 


R 


By A Man Too Busy to Write One. 


Culled from the Writings of B. K. Tucker. 


This is a big book of over 500 pages, and sets 
orth the pr@ciples of Philosophical Anarchy. 
n fact, it is the Creed, by the veritable John 
Calvin, of thet cult. r. Tucker is a mental 
plumb-line hewer, and has the least regard for 
where the chips fall of any one of the writers of 
that careless camaraderie. Anyone«wanting to 
know what the thinking Anarchists think, and 
why they think that way, will have to get one of 
these books in order to know. 


Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


at Christianity. 


By R. WHEELER. 


This book is just what its title implies—th 

ing whacks at superstition. It deals with te 
effect of Christianity on the world, showing 
what Christians have done to advance their relig- 
ion and impede the progress of man. It shows 
that Jesus was a false prophet, that the gospels 
are not authentic, and that Ohristianity is a bor. 
rowed system of religion. That the Bible is not 
in accord with Science,- that the atonement 
scheme is futile and foolish, and that religion is 
not areal benefit to man. 


Price, 20 cents, six for $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


THE CONFLICT BETWEEN MENTAL SCIENCE 


AND THEOLOGY. 
By EDCAR C. BEALL, M.D., 


with a preface by 
R. G. INGERSOLL. 


This is the only work of its kind in the litera. 
ture of Freethought. Its arguments are based 
upon scientific phrenology, and appeal directly 
to the reader’s sense of logic and love of justice. 
It is eloquent as well as convincing. 

Price, cloth, $1. Address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


_| Government Should 


of Government; Origin of Government; Declara- 

tion of Independence; Articles of Confederation; 

Defects of the Confederation; Formation of the 

Constitution of the United States; Taxation; 

Tariff for Protection; War; Punishment; Mar- 

riage; Religion; Prohibition; Money; What a 
e. 


Those who know Col. Kelso’s keen analytical 
power, as shown in his “Bible Analyzed” and 
Deity Analyzed,” will realize that in “ Govern- 
ment Analyzed” they will hav the bedrock of 
human authority exposed, and will learn what 
overnment is. Whether they will agree with 
is statement of what government is depends 
; upon whether they lean to Socialistic or Anarch- 
istic philosophy. But at all events everyone can 
| learn something frdm this book, 
Price, $150. Sold by THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
x8 Lafayette place, New York City. 
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SUBSCRIPTION RATES; 


Single subscription, in advanoe...........-e.cecccescsseccocecs 

One subscription two years, in advance 

TWO new SUDSCTIDETS............. cee ccceccece cescccretecscceceons 

One subscription with one new subscriber, in one remittance. 5 00 

One subscription with two new subscribers, in one remit- 
tance 
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One subscription with four new subscribers, in one remit- 
COTOG aves EEEN S EEES E E E AE EE T E 00 
Any number over five atthe same rate, invariably with one 
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Money should de sent by express company's money order, 
postal order, draft on New York, or by registered letter. 
Address communications and make drafts, checks, post-opice 
and express money orders payable to E. M. MACDONALD, 

28 Lafayette place, New York. 


SPECIAL NOTICE.—We shall be obliged to our 


readers if they will send us the name and address of 
any Freethinker who is not a regular subscriber. 


An Ideal for Freethinkers. 


Persons aspiring to practice certain principles 


are always greatly helped by contemplating the life 
of an individual who has already done so, and done 
so with preéminence and illustrious success. 
Models, exemplars, ideals, are of vast value to en- 


deavorers after self-improvement of any kind. When’ 
a striver after a better life views the career of one 
who has lived such a life so prosperously and 
gloriously vhat his personality enriches and beauti- 


fies that course, the aspirer’s task grows to bea 
labor of love, his efforts in self-culture are toilless 
and delicious satisfactions and delectations, and he 
rapidly though half-unconsciously becomes that 
which he admires. 

‘To the ideal characters already thus enthroned in 
Freethinkers’ souls for admiration and imitation, a 
superb addition is afforded by the personage of 
Henry Thoreau. This man, celebrated most as 
an author, was born at Concord, Mass., in 1817, 
spent nearly all his life in New England, and died 
in 1862. 

The phase of Thoreau’s character to which we 
shall first call attention is that in which he appears 
as a man of the highest morality and strictest in- 
tegrity, and as filled with the warmest feelings of 
amity and benevolence toward his fellow-beings. 
Christians, so prone to denying the compatibility of 
these traits with the disbeliever’s character, may 
here behold them expanded in their noblest propor- 
tions in the nature of a complete and thorough- 
going Infidel. “Duty,” wrote this person while yet 
a youth, “is one and invariable; it requires no im- 
possibilities, nor can it ever be disregarded with 
impunity. None but the highest minds can 
attain to moral excellence. To reject ‘re- 
ligion is the first step toward moral excellence. 
: Could Infidels liv double the number of 
years allotted to other mortals, they would become 
patterns of excellence. So, too, of all true poets— 
they would neglect the beautiful for the true.” 
William Henry Channing, a litterateur and friend of 
Thoreau, says of the latter: “His views of friend- 
ship were high and noble. Those who loved him 
never had the least reason to regret it. He made 
no useless professions, never asked one of those 
questions that destroy all relation; but he was on 
the spot at the time. He meant friendship 
and meant nothing else, and stood by it without 
the slightest abatement ;- not veering as a weather- 


cock with each shift of a friend’s fortune.” The 
same friend thus addressed Thoreau in these lines: 
‘* Modest and mild and kind, 

Who never spurned the needing from thy door— 

(Door of thy heart, which is a palace-gate) ; 

Temperate and faithful,—in whose word the world 

Might trust, sure to repay ; unvexed by care, 

Unawed by Fortune’s nod, slave to no lord, 

Nor coward to thy peers.” 

Again says Channing: “Of his character, the 
moral qualities form the basis; for himself rigidly 
enjoined; if in another, he could overlook delin- 
quency. Truth before all things; in all your 
thoughts, your faintest breath, the austerest purity, 
the utmost fulfilling of the interior law; faith in 
friends, and an iron and flinty pursuit of right, 
which nothing can tease or purchase out of us.” 
In a college essay the subject of this sketch wrote 
thus of the goddess of the Freethinker, Truth: 
“ Truth neither exalteth nor humbleth herself. She 
is not too high for the low, nor yet too low for the 
high. She is persuasiv, not litigious, leaving con- 
science to decide. She never sacrificeth her dig- 
nity that she may secure for herself a favorable re- 
ception. It is not a characteristic of Truth to use 
men tenderly; nor is she over-anxious about ap- 
pearances.” At the funeral of the writer of the 
above majestic lines, Ralph Waldo Emerson said: 
“A truth-speaker he, capable of the most deep and 
strict conversation; a physician to the wounds of 
any soul; a friend, knowing not only the secret of 
friendship, but almost worshiped by those few per- 
sons who resorted to him as their confessor and 
prophet, and knew the deep value of his mind and 
great heart. His soul was made for the noblest 
society ; wherever there is knowledge, 
wherever there is virtue, wherever there is beauty, 
he will find a home.” 

Thoreau was one of the earliest and most violent 
protesters against slavery. The love of unbounded 
freedom, of the most unrestricted individualism, 
breathes from every page of his writings, and the 
thought of the enthrallment of millions of his fellow- 
creatures in the Southern states was to him in- 
tolerable. After vehement outbursts of denunoia- 
tion, he executed the remarkable act of formally 
seceding from the nation of the United States. He 
deliberately renounced membership in a government 
that upheld slavery, and proclaimed himself a rule- 
less unit, a man in his natural condition, ununited 
by any civil compact with his co-dwellers of the 
earth. In 1846 he uttered the markworthy saying: 
“ Any man more right than his neighbors constitutes 
a majority of one already.” And again: “I know 
this well, that if one thousand, if one hundred, if 
ten men whom I could name—if ten honest men— 
ay, if one honest man, ceasing to hold slaves, were 
actually to withdraw from this copartnership, and 
be locked up in the county jail therefor, it would be 
the abolition of slavery in America. Under a gov- 
ernment which imprisons any unjustly, the true 
place for a just man is also a prison.” On this de- 
liverance F. B. Sanborn remarks : 

“This sounded hollow then, but when that embodi- 
ment of American justice and mercy, John Brown, lay 
bleeding in a Virginia prison, a dozen years later, the 
significance of Thoreau’s words began to be seen; and 
when a few years after our countrymen were dying by 
hundreds of thousands to complete what Brown, with his 
single life,,had begun, the whole truth, as Thoreau had 
seen it, flashed in the eyes of the nation.” 

The particular reference of Thoreau to being 
imprisoned for withdrawal from the government, 
has its origin in the fact that he refused to pay his 
tax-collector any money, to go for the support of 
a government that maintained slavery, and was 
therefore put in jail. Whenever Emerson came to 
the cell and said, “Henry, why are you here?” 


+ 


the reply was, “ Why are you not here?” 
mained steadfast in his refusal to pay taxes, and 
finally his friends paid them for him so that no 
obligation stood against him and he had no choice 
left but to vacate the jail. On succeeding years 
his friends continued to pay the assessments levied 
against him, and thus prevented his imprisonment 
again. 


He re- 


In providing means for the physical support of 


his life, Thoreau was scrupulous not to put any 
other human being under the slightest burden or 
inconvenience. 
and as he would never be pecuniarily indebted 
even to his dearest friend, he eked out a living by 
various labors, such as farm-laboring, gardening, 
fence-building, land-surveying, pencil-making, and 
whitewashing. He was possessed of a remarkable 
mechanical faculty, and could readily excel in any 
craft. 


His literary income was trifling, 


He had no false pride in such matters, but 
was proud of his work and his mastership therein, 
and averse from the gentility of his neighborhood. 
He records: “For more than five years I main- 
tained myself solely by the labor of my hands, and 
I found that, by working about six weeks in a 
year, I could meet all the expenses of living; the 
whole of my winters, as well as the most of my 
summers, I'had free and clear for study. I found 
that the occupation of day-laborer was the most 
independent of any, especially as it required only 
thirty or forty days in the year to support one.” 
He said of himself that his “ greatest skill had been 
to want but little.” A few cents a day supplied his 
simple needs. He used neither tobacco nor alcohol. 
The intoxication of the morning air he pronounced 
infinitly superior to that from any other source. 
He could view only with amazement the con- 
duct of his fellows in spending all their 
waking hours in toil, to procure an infinity 
of things that they could just as well do without. 
The chief preciousness of life, he thought, lay in 
its opportunity for contemplation, for the expan- 
sive and unoppressed exercise of the faculties of the 
soul; and that men could willfully forego this 
celestial employment, and pass life’s golden hours 
with their mentality set on some cramp task, was 
to him incomprehensible. He wrote: “ The order 
of things should be reversed: the seventh should 
be man’s day of toil, in which to earn his living by 
the sweat of his brow, and the other six his Sabbath 
of the affections and the soul, in which to range 
this widespread garden, and drink in the soft 
influences and sublime revelations of Nature.” In 
exemplification of this doctrin that men need to, 
and should, labor but little, and should giv the 
main of their time on earth to contemplation of the 
wonders and joys so abounding around them, 
Thoreau retired from the ordinary life of the world 
to a lonely spot by Walden lake, Massachusetts, 
and erecting a hut with his own hands, lived two 
years on such means of subsistence as he could 
procure there without too great expenditure of 
time, and devoted his hours to meditation. He 
went, in his own words, “to the woods because he 
wished to liv deliberately, to front only the essential 
facts of life, and see if he could not learn what it 
had to teach, and not, when he came to die, dis- 
cover that he had not lived.” In another place he 
says he went to Walden to “transact some private 
business,” which nobody else could do for a, 
«with the fewest obstacles.” 

Thoreau encouraged his logic to penetrate every 
theme and to reason as newly and daringly as pos- | 
sible; and likewise explored with his imagination 

every avenue and nook of the world of fantasy. His 

endeavor was in his mind to liv all possible lives, thir k ` 
all possible thoughts and feel all possible sensations. 


338 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, JUNE 24, 1898. 


—_—_—————— ee e = S 


Others he incited to the same headlong overvault- 
ing of barriers and wild and free excursion into 
possible nature. For example, one of his verses 
reads: 
‘¢ The timid it concerns to ask their way, 

And fear what foes in caves and swamps Can stray, 

To make no step until the event is known, 

And ills to come as evils past bemoan. 

Not so the wise: no timid watch he keeps 

‘To spy what danger on his pathwav creeps; 

Go where he will the wise man is at home, 2 

His hearth the earth, his hall the azure dome; 

Where his clear spirit leads him, there’s his road, 

By God’s own light illumined and foreshadowed.” 


Thoreau had, said Emerson, “in a short life ex- 
hausted the capabilities of this world.” 

Thoreau is an example of the Natural Man, as 
contrary to the denaturalized man whom we usually 
meet. In contrast with that emasculated, artificial 
product of a repressiv religion and a narrowing con- 
ventionality, his figure stands forth with titanic 
grandeur. He spurned Christianity, the Religion 
of Sorrow, with its melancholy themes and dreary 
prohibitions, and mentally affliated himself with 
the glad and free paganisms of antiquity whose 
creed was enjoyment and pride. And equally with 
the paganicreligions of nature, he loved his own relig- 
ion of nature—the communion with the universe 
about him which spontaneously and instinctivly 
grew to be the prevailing mode of his mind. 

Thoreau’s love of nature and wildness, and also 
his imaginational craving to liv myriad and diverse 
lives, made him a fellow with all living things of 
field and forest. He confessed that he sometimes 
felt like a hound or a panther. He loved Indians, 
and said that had he been born among them he 
would hav been an insatiable hunter. “It was,” 
says Emerson, “a pleasure and a privilege to walk 
with him. He knew the country like a fox or bird, 
and passed through it as freely by paths of his 
own. . . His intimacy with animals suggested 
what Thomas Fuller records of Butler the apiolo- 
gist, that ‘either he had told the bees things, or the 
bees had told him.’ Snakes coiled round his leg, 
the fishes swam into his hand, and he took them 
out of the water ; he pulled the woodchuck out of 
its hole by the tail, and took the foxes under his 
protection from the hunters. - He knew 
how to sit immovable, a part of the rock he rested 
on, until the bird, the reptil, the fish, which had 
retired from him, should come back and resume its 
habits—nay, moved by curiosity, should come to 
him and watch him.” Thoreau’s connection with 
nature was partly that of poetry and partly that of 
science. He set himself to keep a calendar of 
Nature, and her daily doings about him for twenty 
years found record in his journal. He had gages 
for the hight of the river; noted the temperature 
of springs and ponds, the tints of the morning and 
the evening sky, the flowering and fruit of plants, 
all the habits of birds and animals, and every aspect 
of nature from the smallest to the greatest. He 
was an expert in all kinds of woodcraft and out- 
door exercise and employment. His senses, natu- 
rally acute, he had cultivated to an exquisit fineness. 
“His power of observation,” says Emerson, 
‘“‘geemed to indicate additional senses; he saw as 
with microscope, heard as with ear-trumpet, and 
his memory was a photographic register of all he 
saw and heard.” And these special faculties per- 
formed their office no more admirably than the ab- 
stractiv powers, the generalizing and ratiocinativ 
principles, of the mind, which received the items 
thus supplied by sense. ‘Every fact,” says Emer- 
son, “lay in order and glory in his mind, a type of 
the order and beauty of the whole.” 

It seems necessary that a pattern and Hero for 
the people’s admiration and imitation shall be of 
great intellectual gifts. Goodness of heart we not 
infrequently meet about us. To arouse the ener- 
getic emulation of the multitude, it appears requi- 
sit that this goodness of heart be united in the 
same person with illustrious ability of mind. 
Thoreau’s intellect was as admirable in its power 
as his heart in its right feelings. His writings hav 
a place with the first rank of American classics. 
They are unsurpassed in merit by those of any 
writer of this continent. Many critics of the first 


estimation would say, they are unsurpassed by 
those of any writer of the world. They touch with 
the certainty of a master equally topics of material 
nature and of transcendental imagining. They 
excel indifferently in observing and describing 
reality, and in building from fancy’s gauzy films and 
dreaming’s opalin hues the enchanting palaces of 
the ideal. The personal quality which pervades 
them is of. a racy wildness, a strain peculiar and 
almost unearthly, the taste of which the reader 
never forgets. 

The keynote of Thoreau’s iinit perhaps we 
may venture to predicate from the foregoing, was 
development. His life was a continual unfolding 
and education of his senses, of his emotions, of his 
intellect, of his will, and of his moral sentiments. 
Of self-development, as opposed to the ancient 
Christian cult of self-stunting and self-abasement, 
he stands perhaps the most splendid modern 
champion. 

A word on the personal appearance of this lov- 
able personage before we take leave of him, is de- 
sirable. He was of medium build, perhaps a trifle 
undersized. He possessed blue-gray eyes, brown 
hair, a large nose, and features in general some- 
what rough. He worea beard. In F.B. Sauborn’s 
diary is this observation: ‘Thoreau looks emi- 
nently sagaciows—like a sort of wise wild beast.” 
Also, he “ has a weather-beaten face, which reminds 
me of some shrewd and honest animal’s—some re- 
tired philosophical woodchuck or magnanimous 
fox.” 

Thoreau’s death resulted from pulmonary con- 
sumption. It was as triumphant as his life. Of 
his last illness his sister said: “It was not possible 
to be sad in his presence. No shadow of gloom 
attaches to anything in my mind connected with 
my brother. Henry’s whole life impresses 
me asa grand miracle. He said he should leave 
the world without a regret.” His sister further 
wrote: “Henry was never affected, never reached, 
by [his illness]. I never before saw such a mani- 
festation of the power of spirit over matter. Very 
often I hav heard him-tell his visitors that he en- 
joyed existence as well as ever. . The 
thought of death, he said, could not begin to 
trouble him. His thoughts had entertained him all 
his life, and did still. During his long ill- 
ness I never heard a murmur escape him, or the 
slightest wish expressed to remain with us. His 
perfect contentment was truly wonderful. , None of 
his friends seemed to realize how very ill he was, so 
full of life and good cheer did he seem. . . 
My heart is filled with praise to God for the gift of 
such a brother. I wish you to know how 
very gentle, lovely, and submissiv he was in all his 
ways. . - He would sometimes say: ‘I 
should be ashamed to stay in this world after so 
much has been done for me. I could never repay 
my friends.’” Thoreau’s last letter concluded: 
“I am enjoying existence as much as ever; and re. 
gret nothing.” 

The Christian multitude complains, finds fault, 
accuses; Thoreau kept silence, uncriticisingly se- 
lected, and taught by example. The Christian mul- 
titude frets, despairs, falters; Thoreau moved for- 
ward unopposably with serene and imperial brow. 
Christians sourly reject; Thoreau warmly accepted. 
Christians spurn with sulky distaste ; Thoreau riot- 
ously indulged and enjoyed. Christians devote 
themselvs to repression of their mind and 
heart; Thoredtu unfolded himself till he felt 
and moved with the universe. Others are burdens, 
in varying degrees, upon their fellows; Thoreau 
stood a monument of self-sufficingness. Others 
take, Thoreau givs; others consume, Thoreau 
produces; others are gulfs, Thoreau is a fount. 
Churchmen would make everyone think like them, 
but Thoreau wanted each to hav the same liberty 
to think as himself. The orthodox chuéches were 
iron bands and locks on negroes’ legs; Thoreau 
was a hammer shattering bonds. The too com- 
mon worldly speech is a mantle hiding ill things 
in the pool below; Thoreau’s accents were crystal 
waters through which was exactly seen reality be- 
neath. Thoreau’s honesty was an oak of trustiness 
and a lily of purity; the honesty of most Chris- 


ú 


tians is—such as it is. Christians too largely are 
dejected; Thoreau was exultant and glad. The 
souls of conventionalists and religionists are gloomy 
inquisition cells; Thoreau’s spirit was a freeest sky 
of morn shot with silver rays of light and tinged 
with hope’s roseate hue. 

What a world would this be were all—-men, 
women, and children—of the strain of Thoreau. 
Excellent Thoreau, independent, tranquil, joyous, 
bountiful, feeling, truth-telling, honest, sage, un- 
dauntable, free—when shall we be like thee? 


Victory! 

On last Saturday, the 17th ult., the United 
States court of appeals sitting at Chicago reversed 
the decision of the United States circuit court 
granting an injunction against opening the World’s 
Fair Sundays.. In this decision the government's 
contention that the World’s Fair people had vio- 
lated the contract implied in the act of Congress of 
March 3, 1893, was met by the court with the judi- . 
cial enunciation that the government, by with- 
holding the $570,000 of souvenir coins, had disre- 
garded its covenant with the Fair. And, said the 
justice, that act of Congress was not a law, but a 
contract, and if violated its only remedy lay in a 
suit to recover the money, with damages. 

The decision pointed out that the government's 
money investment in the Fair was but a trifle com- 
pared with the expense borne by other parties, 
whose rights in the premises were coequal with 
those of the government and should be considered 
and conserved by a court of equity. Finally, the 
decision held that it had not been shown that the 
government could suffer any loss or damage by the 
opening of the Fair on Sunday, and for this reason 
the government could hav no right or claim in 
equity to the relief prayed for. 

The judgment of the lower court was reversed. 

This decision makes it pretty certain that the 
Fair will be open Sundays during the rest of its 
continuance. Ifan appeal is taken to the Supreme 
Court of the United States it cannot be heard till 
October, when the Fair will hav been ended. 

There is one hope left for the Sabbatarians, but 
it is a forlorn one. The Sunday-closing people 
now pin their faith to the Wanamaker suit. “This 
decision clears the way for the prosecution 
of the suit begun in the United States court here 
by Ex-Postmaster-general John Wanamaker and 
other stockholders in the Exposition to prevent 
Sunday opening,” said the Rev. L. McLean, secre- 
tary of the American Sabbath Union. The point 
has been made in this case just concluded that the 
World’s Fair directors were willing to refund to the 
government the money had under the Souvenir 
Coin act in return for the privilege of keeping open 
on Sunday. Mr. Wanamaker and the World’s Fair 
stockholders associated with him assert in their bill 
that such return of this money would cause them 
loss and impair their property interests as part 
owners of the Exposition. This suit will now be 
pushed vigorously. EH. F. Cragin, one of the lead- 
ing advocates of Sunday closing, said it was a bad 
defeat, but he did not think it worth while to giv 
up altogether. “The Fair may be open for a 
time,” said he, “but Sunday closing will win in the 
end. The Wanamaker and Bown case will proba- 
bly go right on. The decision rendered to-day 
does not affect their case.” 

Attorney-general Olney at Washington on hear- 
ing the decision said that his department had a 
clear record in the case, and had exhausted every 
legal means to enforce the mandate of Congress in 
the matter.. He could not see that any injunction 
should be thrown in the way of opening the Fair 
on Sunday, but, as the matter was in the immedi- 
ate charge of United States Attorney Milchrist and 
two able assistants, he had no doubt that they 
would exhaust every legal means known to the law 
to uphold the intent of Congress. While he saw 
no means in sight, perhaps those who. had been 
more intimately associated with the case than he 
would yet discover some. Other matters of a com- 
plicated character, he said, would undoubtedly grow 
out of this decision. Suits over money promised, paid, 
or yet to be paid, or declared withheld, would arise, 
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Another thing affected by the decision, he con- 
tinued, was the government exhibits. All the de- 
partments of the government had exhibits at the 
Fair, and all the appropriations made for them 
were coupled with the condition that the exhibits 
should not be opened on Sunday. It was entirely 
clear that the government exhibits could not be 
opened on Sunday. As this officer, Olney, is to be 
accounted as guided by instructions from the head 
of the cabinet to which he belongs, that head, 
namely President Cleveland, would seem to hav 
submitted to the country this as his position on the 
Sunday question. The Republican president of last 
term appears to stand on the same platform. 
Ex-President Harrison said to a reporter a few 
days ago: “Whatever I think personally about 
Sunday opening, it seems to me that when Congress 
made the law and gave an appropriation to the Fair 
that settled the question.” 

Of the other opinions of eminent men expressed 
through the week, one was of a visitor from France, 
who gave the. Gallic view of Sunday. Prince 
Roland Bonaparte on his return from his trip 
through the West said: “I was astonished to hear 
they were discussing whether to open the World’s 
Fair on Sunday. Iam very sorry for that. Sun- 
day is the poor people's day.” 

The churches are now uncorking their vials of 
wrath to be emptied on the heads of the hell- 
guided miscreants who hav provided the people 
with innocent and temperate places of pleasure and 
profit on their leisure day.. For instance, Bishop 
Merrill, of the Methodist church, says that his de- 
nomination will boycott the Fair. He has informa- 
tion to the effect that the general commission will 
issue a manifesto withdrawing the exhibits, and 
that the five million members of the church will 
keep away week-days as well as Sundays. “In our 
manifesto,” he says, “it will be laid on the con- 
Sciences of our people to stay away from the Ex- 
position that defies the laws of God. Millions of 
Methodists the world over, in response to that man- 
ifesto, will cease to patronize the Fair. The Meth- 
odist church will not be alone in the movement. TI 
hav it on good authority that other denominations 
will adopt measures equally radical, if not more so. 
That means that the World’s Fair will be a financial 
failure. You can depend upon it the other Protest- 
ant denominations will follow our example. Mark 
my words when I say that the World’s Fair will be 
a financial failure. The business men of this city, 
heretofore supposed to be the soul of honor, hav by 
their action on this Sunday question broken all that 
is held sacred and honorable in business methods.” 
Bishop Merrill is the chairman of the committee 
under whose authority the Methodist church ex- 
hibits were placed at the Fair. He declares: “This 
commission, which represents five million members 
of the Methodist church in this country, is com- 
posed of the leading spirits of Methodism in the 
United States, and it will giv out a manifesto that 
will stir up the world.” 

Last Sunday Rev. W. C. Steele, Methodist chap- 
lain at Randall’s island, New York, in a sermon ap- 
pealed “to the supreme being to deliver Chicago 
from the reign of Satan and close the Fair on the 
Sabbath day.” Unless there is intervention by 
this supreme being—more powerful, it is said, than a 
supreme court, though we do not remember to hav 
seen his operation so often—the noble Colum- 
bian Exposition will in all likelihood do its blessed 
work of improving the people in head and heart on 
Sunday just as on every other day. 

~~ 
Colonel Ingersoll About to Lead a Religious 
Sect.—He Yeclares Briggs Insane. 

A person calling himself Gordon Lawrence, 
«P. J. S.” whatever that means, has come from 
London with a praying band to convert Colonel 
Ingersoll. The grace-defying object of their efforts 
received a few days ago a letter reading in part: 


bate on the subject of religion. I intend to convert you. 
I hav recently come to this country from London, 
along with a few stanch followers, and we are preparing 


to giv to thousands of Americans the true religion of 
mankind. i 


“ We will preach a religion that is the most sensible 
and logical of all known religions. We hav taken the 
best and most probable ideas from those records for 
which there is reasonable proof. This religion of man- 
kind is not the religion of any one sect, but is intended 
to take into its fold the thousands and thousands of dis- 


satisfied men and women in Protestantism and Catholi- 
cism to-day. . . . 

“ This religion is a reasonable religion. It is not like 
the Salvation Army in its methods, but we believe in 
having at its head a man like yourself, a giant intellect- 
ually and a Christian though as yetan unbeliever. With 
a leader like you we could sweep the country and gain 
thousands of converts for the religion of all mankind. 

‘We are believers in prayer, and by prayer we hope 
to convert you to this new religion for which you can do 
so much good, For several nights past I and my follow- 
ers hav prayed at the door of your residence that the 
good and kind maker would preserve you for this great 
movement. Now we shall pray by night as well as by 
day. We shallgo to your place of resort by day and pray 
that you will be converted and accept the leadership of 
ers and become leader of the Society of All 

ouls, 


‘We will hav a national headquarters in New York. 

“I will call upon you in a fortnight to secure your an- 
swer to our request. We feel confident by that time our 
efforts in prayer will hav worked your salvation. 

‘* Yours to save all souls, 

- © QORDON Lawrencg, P. J. S.” 

An elevator boy at the colonel’s law office in Nassau 
street told a reporter that he thought he remembered 
seeing three strangers of mournful visage standing 
with bowed heads in the hallway, outside the door 
of the colonel’s private office, but no more touching 
the identity of the colonel’s mysterious correspond- 
ent could be learned by the scribe. The colonel, 
says the reporter, remains in ignorance of the par- 
ticular sect which he is to be called upon to lead. 
The reporter saw Colonel Ingersoll in his summer 
home at Dobbs Ferry, and he abandoned his favo- 
rit game of billiards to chat for half an hour about 
‘the letter. “Am I used to this sort of thing?” 
said he; “well, rather. At least one thousand 
letters reach me annually from as many fervid re- 
ligionists. AJl the letters go into the waste- 
basket. . I open a letter and see, ‘Mr. Ingersoll, 
dear sir, I am a Christian and I’——-_ That settles 
it. I used to read them, though. Some of the 
writers used to giv me Hail Columbia. But this 
Gordon Lawrence, P. J. S., letter is of an unusual 
sort. There is a coolness absolutely refreshing 
about it. He proposes to convert me because he 
wants to use me as a figurehead for anew sect. 
Pshaw! the letter is a piece of insanity. No more 
so, however, than the trial of Briggs by the pres- 
bytery. That was the wildest thing I ever heard 
of.” The colonel chuckled at the recollection. 
« But Briggs is also insane—not a doubt of it,” he 
continued, “only not quite so crazy as his antag- 
onists. Now, as for my solicitous friend, the 
<P. J. S..—whatever that means—he is welcome to 
pray for me wherever and as long as he chooses. 
I hope that the knowledge of my absence from my 
New York home, and the fact that he has been 
praying before an empty house, will not discourage 
him. His God will understand the mistake and un- 
doubtedly overlook it.” 


The Freethinkers of Kearney, Neb., hav made 
arrangements to charter a car to attend the Inter- 
national Congress of Freethinkers in Chicago. 


them to do but join the church. Heston will en- 
lighten them no more, and they won’t know any- 
thing about the World’s Fair or the International 
Congress of Freethinkers (which is going to be 
about the biggest thing in Chicago), or what is 
going on in the world of thought anywhere, or what 
becomes of Dr. Briggs and how the Presbyterians 
progress in revising their creed. They will just hav 
to exist like benighted Christians. To escape this 
fate all they hav to do—and we ask them for the 
last time—is to inclose the amount they owe in a 
letter and mail it to Taz Truru Szrxer, 28 Lafayette 
place, New York city. Then will they sleep peace- 
fully and hav pleasant dreams. 


eT 

A book has been published to show how far chil-. 
dren comprehend terms, remember facts, and ex- 
hibit a reasoning faculty, as shown by their answers 
in examinations, etc. Among these answers are the 
following: “Doxology, dropsy in the head.” Let 
us charitably suppose here that the youngster meant 
that doxology-singers hav dropsy in the head. An- 
other youth submitted: “Monastery, a place for 
monsters.” Evidently this was included in the list 
of mistakes by some oversight. ‘An incendiary is 
when you go. round preaching and singing hims.” 
History, good youth, bears out your assertion. 
“The Crusades were millinery expeditions under- 
taken by the Christians.’ The Crusades were 
undertaken by people who, in the words of a certain 
philosopher, “attach holiness or impiety to lawn- 
sleeves or gestures.” Their object was at any rate 
as frivolous as millinery. “Evangelist, one who 
speaks from his stomach.” Sense will be found in 
this by farm-boys with clothes all buttonless from 
crawling under barns for yellow-legged ‘chickens 
upon the advent of the revival’s holy man, or by 
the o’erworked cook-maid sweltering over dainties 
while the mistress is in the parlor flooding with 
best-best smiles said fortunate H. M. 


— c mmm 

Our neighbor, the company publishing the 
Twentieth Century, has made an assignment for 
the benefit of its creditors. We presume the paper 
will be continued. Mr. O’Laughlin failed once be- 
fore, in Boston, as a Catholic book publisher, and 
as the publisher of the Catholic Herald, and his 
incursion into Freethought publishing seems to 
hav ended the same way. How a Catholic can 
reconcile it with his conscience to publish such 
splendid scientific works as are in the Humboldt 


print a socially and religiously heretical journal 
like the Zwentieth Century, is what we never could 
see. He certainly couldn’t do it for money, as the 
assignment attests. In the hands of Mr. Pentecost 
and Mr. Fitzgerald and Mr. Sullivan, all Freethink- 
ers, the Twentieth Century did a good work. If it 
should be edited by a Catholic its usefulness would 
cease. So far it has been supported by social 
or religious heretics. 3 

We trust our readers will see a little warning in 
this disaster, and not let Tae Truru SEEKER get 
into another financial hole. Prompt renewals of 
subscriptions will be particularly appreciated this 
summer to keep the paper merchants and printers 
quiet. We hav nothing but our subscriptions and 
book sales to depend upon, and when these languish 
times are hard at 28 Lafayette place. A word to 
the wise and good is sufficient. 


i 
Manhattan Liberal Club Medley Meeting. 


German Masonic Hall, 220 East 15th street, Friday 
evenings at 8 P m. On the evening of June 30th, closing 
the lecture season, instead of the usual program, there 
will be twelve five-minute speeches alternating with 
entertainment in lighter vein. The subject proposed 
is, ‘‘ What is the Next Best Thing to Do?” Each speaker 
can in reply state briefly what reform, in political or 
social affairs, he would advise for immediate use. If he 
has several hobbies he should trot out one ready to be 
harnessed to the car of progress at once, and not such as 
will only be useful to usher in the millennium. To putit 
in another way, suppose $10,000 bequeathed for use in 
reform work in the next twelve months, for ‘* causes” 
rather than charities or personal relief, what would be 
the best way to dispose of it? 

The entertainment will consist of music, songs, recita- 
tions, etc., by members of the club and obliging friends, 
including ‘‘topical songs ” for the occasion, and a mando- 
lin and guitar duet. The admission will be ‘‘ten cents 
all around,” and the receipts will be devoted to the ex- 
penses of the International Congress of Freethinkers, 
to be held in Chicago, October 1st to October 8th. 

E B. Foots, JR., President, 

120 Lexington avenue, New York, 


J. E. Remsburg’s work on Lincoln will contain a 
long and interesting letter relativ to Lincoln’s re- 
ligion from Hugh McCulloch, Lincoln’s last secre- 
tary of the treasury, and the only surviving mem- 
ber of his cabinet. Mr. McCulloch’s letter was 
written especially for this work. Mr. Remsburg’s 
book will also contain a letter bearing on this 
question from Chief-justice Chase to his daughter. 


We hav on our list a few score subscribers who 
owe us from three to six dollars, and seem perti- 
naciously bound not to square up, though we hav 
asked them in the most fraternal manner. But 
this is the last call, and if we do not hear from 
them right away we shall draw the blue pencil 
across their names, and there will be nothing for 


‘¢Ropurt Q. InarRsoLL—Dear Sir: For many years I 
and my friends hav been warm admirers of you as 4 man 
of intelligence and brains, but the time has come when 
you should lay off this shell of unbelief which octopus 
like surrounds you and come forth in the clear light of 
belief and faith before you are taken from bence. 

‘Now, my dear sir, I do not wish to enter into any de- 


Library, which directly antagonize bis faith, and to . 
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. Communieations. 


Reply to Miss Chapman. 


IV. 

Esrexmep Frrenp: I cheerfully concede that we 
can recall in imagination objects, places, or persons 
not within range of our vision. I concede you may 
hav seen, so to speak, as graphically as ever with 
the normal eyes, “long vistas of streets, friends— 
both living and dead,” ete., both in your dreams or 

` when musing awake, “within the walls of a narrow 
sleeping apartment.” I concede we may thus hear 
music and songs more sublime than the harmony 
produced by greatest masters at other times; or 
see visions more rapturous than the realities of 
nature and art, or angels, mermaids, dragons, or 
our dead friends clothed in graceful robes, endowed 
with wings to soar through space, etc.; I concede 
all you claim, except this: that it is our “spiritual 
senses,” or something not man, that perceives these 
phenomena, instead of the cogency of the physical 
organism. ` 

Until some one of the world’s Spiritists, or 
« spirits ” direct, will define“ spirit,” what it is, what 
and where they are, what are their constituents, etc., 
I am compelled to consign them to realms of fiction. 
If an entity they must be something, if something 
they must be possessed of organs, parts, and con- 
stituents, and if possessed of constituents it must 
be in the power of such spirits, at least through 
their “mediums,” to so inform the world. If 
reality and fact, we hava right to demand of them, 
and it is the emphatic duty of Spiritists to inform 
us, what they are, or forever cease their unwarranted 
assertions. 

Please imagin the “spirits” of the many wise 
men who hav lived on earth, who made the study 
and analysis of the most complex phenomena their 
sole mission in life, now existing for years and 
centuries in “spirit-life,” yet refusing or unable to 
enlighten the world with a solitary intelligent idea 
of the constituents of a “spirit-form.” Able now 
to penetrate almost all other mysteries of nature 
(“ spirits” are supposed to study for pastime), yet 
they hav failed so far to name a single element 
contained in the “spirit-body.” The human body 
contains: oxygen, hydrogen, carbon, phosphorus, 
sulphur, calcium, iron, etc., none of which are em- 
bodied in the so-called “ spirit-form,” or we could 
see them with normal vision, weigh and handle 
them, or analyze them like other forms. (And here 

it occurs to me that fire cannot burn them, a buzz- 
saw not injure them, nor dynamite blow them up. 
If not miracle, what is it?) Furthermore, the last 
particle of the human form is, after death, con- 
signed to the grave or the crematory oven, and not 
an atom of it survives to constitute such “ spirit,” 
because all assumes other forms—leaving absolutely 
nothing to compose a “ spirit.” 

It is evident, therefore, that as our ignorant an- 
cestors conjectured Gods, who had no existence, to 
explain natural phenomena, so they conjectured 
human “spirits” to explain mental phenomena, 
leaving however all these creatures of the imagina- 
tion sadly unexplained, and thus infinitly increas- 
ing, instead of decreasing, existing mysteries. 

I believe cerebration or psychical phenomena 
produced by the subtle and complex functions of 


the living organism is not yet fully understood; | 


and I am not ready to deny clairvoyance, hypno- 
tism, or kindred phenomena as long as we are aware 
of a source, cause, or basis for such phenomena, but 
when in the absence of a good, sound, healthy “me- 
dium” of flesh and blood, or other manipulator, it 
is affirmed, that such phenomena can be produced 
without such human agency then, I confess, I can 
not prostitute my intellect to believe it. 

It is not necessary for the Materialist to prove 
how the world exists and governs itself without a 
God; how the human body can produce such mar- 
velous psychical phenomena, etc.; the self-evident 
facts are that such ¿s the case. Neither is it néces- 
sary for him to prove that Gods and “ spirits ” do 
not exist. Upon those affirming devolves the 
proof. ‘They must soar through space and discover 
God, or produce “spirits” in the open court of 
science, or cur plain and honest denial is equivalent 
to proof, that such beings do not exist. 

You say: “Nature could not possibly bestow 
what she does not possess.” Pardon me, dear 
friend, again to differ from you. Evolution—now 
scientifically established—proves the contrary. Be- 
hold the congress of nations and their products in 
mechanics and arts at the World’s Fair at the 
present time. Then, kindly, permit your mind, 
* imagination (or “ spirit”) to soar back millions of 
ages, to the time when this globe was in an incan- 
descent state. Did not all this evolve, and nature 
and man produce at each successiv period greater 


in sentiment or misty “ spirits.” 
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pear at the International Congress this fall, it would 
be necessary, I rather think, to go in corporeity or 
I fear “we” would be absent. This is a self- 
evident fact and requires no proof. But the contra- 
proposition requires proof because it is contrary to 
fact, startling, sadly lacking evidence. 

Again, where were “we” before our physical 
bodies were in existence? “We” were not in ex- 
istence a hundred years ago. Then, in course of 
time, “we” were born—yes, two animals the 
crowning work of nature (J am very proud of this). 
So the self-evident fact is that these two animals 
are you and I, and “we” are these two animals. 
As long as the latter liv so long will “we” exist. 
But in time “we” must die. These bodies will 
then disintegrate, their constituents assume other 
form; and then it is equally self-evident that “we” 
shall cease to exist. “ We” were the result or prod- 
uct of two certain forms of matter, animals, and 
their respectiv functions, and when these particular 
forms vanish, of course, “we” can exist no more. 
Born “like a brute,” it seems inevitable that we 
must also “ die like a brute,” the parson’s admoni- 
tion to the contrary notwithstanding. 

All this, my esteemed friend, may not be very 
agreeable to our vanity, but the philosopher in 
search of truth ignores all but facts lead they where 
they may. What I hav said is self-evident. But 
now your school of thought insists that when this 
body, which originated and constituted man, is no 
more, à dual man survives—an exact counterpart— 
and so will liv during eternity. But this is not 
self-evident, but mysterious, and equivalent to af- 
firming that twice two equals five instead of four. 
You affirm—you must prove it, or my simple state- 
ment that man is dead when his body exists no 
more establishes such fact. 

You next refer to the faculties of the dreaming 
man, which implies a living man, consequently is no 
analogy for the faculties of a dead man or the ab- 
sorbed elements now in other forms. 

And now, dear friend, your involuntary cries of 
despair in facing the inevitable fate of all living 
creatures betray the main reasons of the tenacious 
continuation of the belief in immortal life. But. 
behold the suffering, wretchedness, and horrors 
menacing the pathway of every human life. In 
vain we plead for aid; does it not prove that nature 
is not responsiv to our yearnings and that all gods 
are indifferent to our misery? Hence the clamoring 
of frail human creatures for final eternal bliss is 
evidence of egotism and conceit, and no argument 
in this discussion. Because if it were, proof that 
immortal life were not desirable (and which I think 
I can supply in some future letter) would prove 
there is no such existence. But we well know that 
our likes or dislikes cannot change the immutable 
order of nature. But death—eternal peace which 
was our fate before birth—is a boon in disguise. 

Please substitute “the men in the dug-out” for 
“ape-men” and you hav my answer to your next 
argument, as we hav no space to discuss techni- 
calities of evolution now. 

You say in proof of 2aGod: “In no age of the 
world, and among no people, has He left Himself 
without a witness;” and this universality of the 
God idea is one of the popular orthodox arguments 
in proof of a God—shooting very far off the mark, 
however. If you insist that pagans’ and heathens’ 
gods—fetiches and all—are false gods, and your 
higher conception of Divinity the only true God, 
kindly inform me how the many heathen idols can 
prove your God? And if your “true God” does 
not prove the reality of the heathen god, or of the 
old-school Bible God, or of fetiches, ete., and all 
these false gods do not and cannot possibly prove 
your God, how, in the name of logic and reason, 
can your several opposing beliefs prove your 
general belief? 

I explain it differently: Like causes produce like 
effects. All races and nations originally having 
been alike ignorant concerning abstract existence 
and natural phenomena, all alike conjectured a God 
“in their own image” to explain matters; and 
falsehood once rooted fast is hard to eradicate, es- 
pecially when to the social, political, and financial . 
interest of priest, preacher, and politician to per- 
petuate the same. But as you in the kindness of 
your heart hav greatly civilized your God, so fut- 
ure génerations will continue the good work of re- 
form and finally crown an honest man or woman as 
their sole king, queen, or God. 

As there are no two blades of grass alike, so 
there never were two Lincolns or two brothers 
alike; otherwise—like causes absolutely producing 
like effects—we would positivly hav two Lincolns 
alike. But the slightest variation in prenatal con- 
ditions or in his environments in after-life could 
not produce a Lincoln. 

And, I regret to say, you are still “not pene- 
trated by the solemnity of the problem” for which 


achievements than during antecedent periods? Did 
not purely chemical and physical forces—soulless 
and willless—first evolve protoplasm, this simple 
cell-tissue, this higher form of organisms, until we 
reach man, with each step “bestowing” higher 
order of development than it contained itself? Did 
not Ingersoll’s Puritan parents “bestow” upon 
him that which they did not possess themselvs? 
Did not your parents, my brilliant disputant, be- 
stow upon you talents entirely absent in them- 
selvs ? 

No, indeed, mind is not necessary, to produce. 
mind, any more than perfume is needed in the black 
soil to produce the rose which produces the deli- 
cate aroma. Even the origin of a Humboldt or a 
Spencer is a purely physical effect of purely phys- 
ical causes. And if it were true that we must look 
beyond nature for the intelligence that produces 
mind, would it not, follow that we must look at 
the same source for idiocy, deformity, brutality, lust, 
and crime? 

You dispute another proposition by saying: 
“How a powerful factor can produce innumerable 
results and yet hav no existence is more than I can 
comprehend.” Were you ever in love? Pardon 
my frankness—I desire no confession—but a re- 
minder of that 

Tender longing! sweetest hope! 
The golden time of love's first kiss; 

{when} The eye beholds the heavens ope 

[and] The heart too reveleth in bliss; 
would, no doubt, instantly convince you that cer- 
tain conditions, which hav no existence in them- 
selvs, may be powerful factors for good or evil. 
Love is no entity but an emotion. Not real being 
buta power. Not substantiv reality but the potent 
and invisible motor which pervades all animate 
creation, fires the human brain, and lays prostrate 
strongest manhood at the feet of lovely, tender 
woman. 


Man, when created, 

At first alone, long wandered up and down, 

Forlorn, and silent as his vassal beasts; 

But when a heav’n-born maid, like you, appear’d, 

Strange pleasures filled his eyes, and fir’d his heart, 

Unloos’d his tongue, and his first talk was—love. 

And—en passani—love is purely an attribute of 
the physical and based. upon the passions. And 
this fact more than any other convinces one that 
life after death and during all eternity—when the 
human form we may hav called “ wife” has mingled 
with the dust of the earth and can exist no more 
forever—is not worth living. And I, for one, I am 
frank to admit, could find no adequate substitute 


Again, you say: “Matter divested successivly 
of size, extension, color, weight, ete., would vanish.” 
Indeed! But can you perform such wonderful 
feat? If you can divest a twenty-dollar gold piece 
of size, extension, weight, without removing any of 
its material I will cheerfully supply one to learn 
how. But it cannot be done. Matter has such at- 
tributes and retains them forever. We can trans- 
form it in other shape or color, and reduce its form 
and weight, but as long as an atom exists we can 
not divest it of properties—much less can such 
properties exist without matter. 

Steam, ice, etc., still are matter as much as water, 
but it has changed form. But your notions of 
space, my friend, are most amusing. If space were 
something it would not be space, because space is 
the antithesis of something —nothing. Matter, 
worlds, gods, or you and I could not occupy space 
if space were matter, because two bodies cannot 
occupy the same space at the same time. Hence 
the universe exists—because it has infinit expanse 
to exist in. If there were no space or space were 
matter, nothing else, of course, would exist. Dr. 
Carus in the Open Court defines space thus: 
“Space is ideal, not real. Space is a conception of 
ours and nothing more. Space is abstracted from 
reality. We abstract extension and omit all ma- 
terial.” This is space. 

I am afraid, my young friend, you are too learned 
—hav read too much! Learning I define to be 
(aside from the practical, elementary, and ` positiv 
branches of knowledge) conversancy with the ideas 
and theories of other “learned” men, who again 
obtained their learning from others, and so on back 
till we find the origin of these ideas in the brain of. 
very ordinary and often ignorant mortals. Orig- 
inal, intuitiv, common sense, and acute analytical 
power,is generally preferable to the abstruse learn- 
ing of those whose wisdom culminates in doubting 
their own reality or that of the universe. 

You still doubt that “we are our bodies,” and in- 
sist I must prove it. But here I must again beg 
to differ. You, affirming that “we” are not our 
bodies, must prove it, because the self-evident fact 
is that “we” and our bodies are identical. Where 
“we” are there our bodies are, and where our 
bodies are there are “we.” If “we” should ap- 
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you offer in explanation a being or personal God. 
You might as well believe that an animaleula in a 
drop of water can control the motion of our earth 
or change the motion of our planetary system in 
its mighty orbit, as to believe that any being, no 
matter how majestical in its proportions, could rule 
an infinit universe. Did you realize that if your 
God were the size of the sun and all the planets 
combined, and filled all space occupied by these 
planets and their vast orbits—a thousand millions 
of milés in extent, that even such a monstrous God, 
when compared to an infinit universe, would. be 
more insignificant than is an infusorium compared 
to our world? And furthermore, were your God 
within reach of our world, busy “controling the 
minds and operations of our bodies,” as you say, 
“He” would of necessity, in the mean time, neglect 
the rest or principal part of the universe. And 


furthermore, when here, “ He” would be entirely’ 


out of sight of other worlds and systems; and 
when there, would be absolutely out of reach of 
our strongest telescopes; and if moving with the 
speed of light through space, it would take “ Him” 
years to get back—and in the mean time you would 
be without a God! . i 
An infinit universe excludes an infinit God. A 
finite God cannot be a God—hence there is no God. 
Rochelle, TU. Orro WETTSTEIN. 


a — 
My Vision. 

In the silence of a star-lit eve, when contemplat- 
ing, man’s slow progress in knowledge during the 
many ages of his existence on this earth ; reflecting 
on his proneness to superstition; dreaming of his 
whence and his hence; and wondering if those 
‘bright stars were peopled with sentient, happy be- 
ings —a trance-like reverie gradually controled me, 
and in spirit like a sunbeam I was wafted away to 
some far-off sphere, the atmosphere of which felt 
strange. The sun was shining brightly. Everything 
there surprised me. But the great magnitude of 
every object impressed me most. I saw buildings 
like unto mountains, trees of prodigious hight, ani- 
mals of immense bulk. Then I saw issue from a vast 
doorway a gigantic figure, somewhat in human 
form, that took steps each of nearly a furlong. On 
looking down in passing, this towering figure es- 
pied me as something curious, paused a moment, 
and then in ponderous tones (though in accents 
which with care I could understand) slowly. mut- 
tered, “ Where could that manikin hav come from?” 

Notwithstanding the great disparity in size, I 
felt a strong desire to answer his question, and 
thus replied: “I know not where I am at this mo- 
ment, but I was born and grown on the third 
planet in order reckoning from the sun.” ‘“ Well, 
well,” said the giant, sitting down beside me, “the 
globe on which you now rest is counted sixth from 
the sun.” By that I knew it was great Jupiter— 
fourteen hundred times. larger than the earth and 
five times farther from the sun; and I thought 
there might be some relation between the great 
bulk of the planet and the size of things on it. 
Now this big Ju-Peter seemed greatly interested, 
and asked me many questions about the customs, 
government, morals, religion, etc., that prevailed on 
my little planet; all of which I answered truthfully. 
Then he told me that no other globe received so 
much attention from his people; that with large 
telescopes they could define the continents, lakes, 
and seas, and could even see creatures continually 
moving about—ofttimes clusters of them apparently 
in collision. On which account they called the 
planet the Hive. : 

The description of things on the earth given in 
my answers moved the great Ju-Peter to say that 
the early inhabitants of his planet must hav gone 
through similar experiences; that their ancient 
legends show that ages ago they thought theirs was 
the onlysolid, inhabited world; that all the stars were 
made solely for their delight; that they believed 
in a future epoch when their globe would undergo 
some miraculous: change, and be made an eternal 
happy home for simple folks and slaves; that they 
had a God somewhere which had revealed all these 
things through mediums and vicars; and that all 
persons who denied the truth of them would be cast 
into the sun as fuel for its flames. But these su- 
perstitions, he said, were long since abandoned. 
The telescope reveals that this is one only of many 
worlds, and surely it cannot monopolize the entire 
attention of any God. 

From our legends we learn also, continued the 
sage (I now felt I was listening to one), that for 
ages the people were ruled over by vicars supposed 
to be appointed in some way by their God. -This 
kind of godly government, though costly and cruel, 
existed a very long time. It was costly, for it 
taxed the common people heavily for means to 
build grand temples for the God and fine houses 
for the mediums and vicars, and to provide for 
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them luxurious living—the best and fattest of all 
productions. It was cruel, for it authorized the 
loyal ones to rob and kill whoever spoke or thought 
aught against the godly government. During that 
long dark age the people were ignorant, super- 
stitious, very poor, and much given to crime; and 
the rulers had many Black islands covered with 
places for confinement and punishment of criminals. 
But this kind of sacred rule was abolished long 
ago. A very simple kind now exists—with no 
vicars, no mediums, no nobility, and but few in 
public office to be supported; consequently taxes 
are trifling. Having universal freedom in speech, 
in belief, and in trade also, it follows that there is 
now no favored class, no monopolies, no extremely 
rich or poor. And this general equality of oppor- 
tunity furnishes few temptations to crime; hence 
there are fewer courts, lawyers, and prisons to 
support. 

. Then the sage talked on morals; contrasted the 
ancient time of godly rule—a time of ignorance, 
fanaticism, cruelty—with the present age; all 
actions being now in accord with a kind of Golden 
Rule. He dwelt a little on the relation of the sexes. 
In the olden time only an inspired vicar could unite 
in wedlock. Thus the tie was holy and indissolu- 
ble. No matter how unsuited and averse to each 
other the pair became, the knot held. Much discord 
and smothered suffering, ending frequently in slow, 
sometimes in violent murder, resulted. Millions 
were strangled with the sacred knot which no one 
must loose. But the knot is gone with the medium 
and the vicar. Now, a plain contract between the 
two most interested is sufficient. Instead of the 
two being made one, or rather one being absorbed 
in the other, each is now equal to the other. As 
there is now no ownership of one by the other—no 
inferiority in right of person—it follows that good 
behavior, kindness, and mutual self-respect is more 
lasting: And since there is no domineering of one 
over the other—no compulsion—the child is born 
of love and kindness: hence there are fewer de- 
formed, fewer idiots, fewer insane, fewer suicides ; 
and asylums for such are not needed: The genera- 
tions of to-day are fairer and healthier; and 
whereas, in the old vicar time a truly beautiful per- 
son was an exception, now beauty is—— 

At this point I lapsed into a nearly unconscious 
state, heard nothing more, and felt only a rapidly 
whirling motion. The stars were going and the 
sun just rising, when I was aroused from my trance 
by the bells calling the brainless devotees to matins. 

L. G. Resp. 


They Should Pay Taxes. 


There is a world of wisdom in that saying of the 
illustrious Franklin, “A religion that depends upon 
the state for its support is for that reason a bad 
religion.” : 

The most secure tie that binds the Christian re- 
ligion to our national customs, is the legislativ 
exemption of church property from taxation, and 
such a crying evil has this become that the public 
press sends forth a cry of protest against it. From 
an article recently published in the Chicago Daily 
News, it is shown that the McCormick Theological 
Seminary is possessed of vast real estate holdings, 
upon which they do not pay one cent of taxes. It 
is situated in the heart of the city and extends over 
some magnificent property residences, each of which 
is rented and brings in a handsome revenue, and the 
whole proceeds are then dropped into the treasury 
of the seminary. There are in all seventy-one fine 
houses upon this property; three are used as resi- 
dences by members of the faculty, and the remain- 
ing sixty-eight are in the open renting market. 
They are in direct competition with other rentable 
property and derive a material and decided ad- 
vantage from the fact that they are entirely free 
from taxation while the other property with which 
they are in competition is taxed to its full legitimate 
possibility. . 

It is an outrage upon our national traditions that 
such a system should be allowed to prevail. The 
spirit manifested in the documentary foundations 
of our nation, is, that all men are free and equal, 
yet this system givs to one class of men an unfair 
and intolerable advantage over their neighbor. The 
property owned by the seminary amounts in the 
aggregate to something over $1,000,000. It brings 
in a yearly rental of $50,000; and though from the 
revenue of the city government, street improve- 
ments are being made, increasing the value of the 
said property, not one cent by way of remuneration 
therefor does the seminary giv. Paying no taxes, 
the seminary can reduce its rental below that of 
adjoining property, and still receive more than the 
owner, because he is compelled to pay taxes for 
himself, and taxes for his theological neighbor too. 

Religion has always had to maintain its power 
and position by law and not by love; it was built 


upon bayonets, not upon Bibles, and now we must 
commence an unceasing agitation through the land 
to secure such a taxation of any and all church 
property. 

If the Christian religion is true, it does not need 
the law to impart that truth or to compel an observ- 
ance of it. And if it is not true, then the law 
should be placed far beyond the reach of its influ- 
ence as a weapon too dangerous to be in its 
hands. Joun R. CHARLESWORTH, 

Sec. Freethought Federation of America. 


Agnosticism. 


An Agnostic is one who professes to know 
nothing about any God, and is honest enough 
to confess his ignorance. The difference between 
an Agnostic and à theologian is this: the former is 
sensible of his ignorance as to the ultimate causes 
of phenomena and admits it, while the other is 
equally ignorant regarding the same subject, but 
claims to know where he really knows nothing. A 
man may claim to know much about some God and 
know very little about anything. He may admit 
his ignorance in regard to the unknowable and yet 
be a Humboldt, a Darwin, a Huxley, or a Spencer. 
Let me state the creed of an Agnostic, premising 
that a creed is proper enough if one does not in- 
sist on its acceptance on penalty of imaginary 
eternal hell-torture. Enlightened human reason is 
man’s highest standard of truth. The well-being 
of manis the most worthy object of man’s effort. 
Observation, experience, reflection, and not so-called 
revelation, are the true means of obtaining truth; 
doubt is the beginning of wisdom; without doubt 
there is no investigation, without investigation no 
knowledge, and without knowledge no wisdom; be- 
liefs are neither moral nor immoral in themselvs ; 
they are not subject to volition; they depend upon 
inherited tendencies, education, surroundings, and 
influences; nevertheless right beliefs are desirable 
and we should do what we can to advance the truth. 
Let the motto be: “In things that can be dem- 
onstrated, unity; in things that admit of doubt, 
free diversity.” Freethought will giv us truth. 
Evil is due to man’s inability to adjust himself to 
his conditions, to overcome antagonistic influences, 
and to utilize natural forces. Man is a progressiv 
being; heis a rising not a fallen creature; he is the 
improved product of evolution, not the degenerate 
product of an illustrious ancestry, made perfect 
from the first by a supernatural, impalpable, de- 
signing creator. Man has inherited the instincts 
and traits of thousands of generations of savage 
life, and these, not the crude snake and apple-tree 
story and fall of the biblical mythical gardener, 
Adam, for filching fruit, are the cause of man’s im- 
perfect condition. Man is saved, not through the 
medium of any religious reformer executed in Pal- 
estine a couple of thousand years ago, but through 
his own efforts and the efforts of his fellow-men in 
subduing the natural world to his needs. Self- 
reliance is better than trust in alleged divine provi- 
dence. Science is the only providence of man. A 
lightning-rod on a steeple will protect a church 
from a thunderbolf better than the fatuous, ful- 
some, flatulent, and futil prayers of a professional 
parson or the dedication of the church to some in- 
visible, intangible, sexless phantom. Learning to 
liv is better than preparing to die. This world is 
worthy of all our efforts. Of another world we 
know absolutely nothing. We should take thought 
for the morrow, and lay up treasures on earth, and 
make this world as comfortable as possible. The 
Bible is a natural outgrowth of the human mind, 
the literature of a people—a mixture of fact, fable, 
and fiction; of reality, romance, and rant; of truth, 
error, and purblind faith. Al religions are evolu- 
tions, natural outgrowths, implying nothing super- 
natural or miraculous. The Agnostic believes in ` 
evolution, not in miraculous beginning of species; 
not that the first woman was made of a motherless 
man’s rib; in natural selection, not in design; in 
law, not in miracle; in anthropology, not in dog- 
matic theology; in fact, not in fanciful fiction; in 
science, not in superstition; in intellectual culture, 
not in pueril piety. All phenomena are natural ; 
the ultimate cause of phenomena is inscrutable ; 
natural law is everywhere, and supernatural inter- 
vention nowhere. This, in short, is the Agnostic 
creed; and when theologians ask what will be given 
in place of their egregious, antiquated creeds we 
assert that nothing could be much more misleading 
than what they teach about an assumed personal 
deity, and that the foregoing is, at least, some im- 
provement on the quaint, superannuated, and mori- 
bund creeds of deluded, credulous Christians. 

W. F. L. 
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World’s Fair Notes. 


MANUFACTURERS AND LIBERAL ARTS BUILDING.—-CON- | 


CLUDED. 


Then coming toward our gazing-point, we be- 
hold the Mines and Mining Building and at our 
Then still turning to 
the left, the great blazing dome of the Administra- 
tion Building confronts us; beyond that to the 
southward our eye traverses the roof and towers of 
Machinery Hall; thence we pass across to Agri- 
cultural Building, the glowing form of Diana on 
its pinnacle ; beyond this on the south lake front are 
the Forestry Building, the Dairy Building, the 
Thence circling back 
along the lake front we strike the Grand Casino, 
and the long colonnades of the Peristyle, and Music 
Hall, and then we gaze at the entrancing picture at 
our feet—the great basin, the statue of the Re- 
public, the fountains and the Columbian group, and 
from these we watch the windings of the lagoon, 
with the beautiful boats upon its surface, until it 
flows again into the lake past the battle-ship Illi- 
nois, and all this vast expanding scene is constantly 
apimated with the presence of tens of thousands of 


feet the Electricity Building. 


Krupp gun, La Rabida, etc. 


people. 

In looking upon this tremendous and varied 
panorama we have walked one mile around the roof 
of Manufacturers’ Building, two hundred and fifty 
feet from the ground. 


As day passes and night comes a still more mag- 


nificent view presents itself—Chicago with its 
countless lights, the Fair grounds with one hun- 
dred thousand electric jets, the lake reflecting 
these and flowing into the misty distance. On 
this lofty roof itself, at the four corners, are four 
great search-lights. The largest of these has 
the power of two hundred million candles, and its 
rays will penetrate fifty miles. 

We begin to realize from this colossal stage what 
man has done—what he has accomplished through 
the long and toilsome centuries. As if looking 
down from the empyrean itself, we behold the glory 
and the genius of the universal race. It is out- 
spread in a magnificence unequaled yet. Never 
have so many flags of so many nations floated to- 
gether in peace and beauty. The East and the 
West, the North and the South have poured their 
treasures here. Kings in glittering triumph have 
never witnessed the like before. War’s triumphal 
procession has never been so imperial. We are 
poets all as we gaze upon these palpitating pictures. 
There’s music in every pulse of our being as we 
watch the rhythmic blending of city and flood and 
sky. Look upon the scene again and again—the 
wonderful panorama; the soft spring day, the 
fleecy clouds floating over the daintily colored 
sea, the shores packed with life and splendor, 
the stupendous, marvelous buildings, set like 
jewels in a golden round; the city circling till it 
is lost in dim and silver haziness like a poet’s 
fitful and shining dream. Drink in to the very 
depths of your being the glory of tint, the melody 
of sound, the sublimity of space. Be inspired as 
no prophet ever was inspired. Dream as no 
dreamer ever has dreamed before. Be happy in 
this festival time of all the ages. Behold the 
noblest results of human toil, the harvest of man’s 
martyrdom, man’s courage, man’s love, and man’s 
liberty. 

THE ELECTRICITY BUILDING. 

We have passed the mountain hight, and no 
such vastness will again greet our eyes as from the 
Manufacturers’ Building, but pleasing and innu- 
merable scenes still attract, and there is no loss of 
interest and variety. We roam along amidst great 
and imposing objects; as when from the Alps we 
journey down into the valleys, gigantic and beauti- 
ful forms press upon the way with alluring change. 

Passing from the Manufacturers’ Building we 
cross over the lagoon with its festival pomp, and 
the Electricity Building becomes our next point of 
view. Here are located the most novel and brilliant 
exhibits of the Fair. For the first time in inter- 
national expositions a great structure has been de- 
voted entirely to electrical exhibits. This building 
covers -over 54 acres and $400,000 was the cost. 
The‘order of architecture is Corinthian with central 
pavilion. At each of the four corners is a pa- 
vilion. .. Above each rises a tower 169 feet in hight. 
An open portico extends all along the whole of the 
south facadée.. In appearance the exterior is that of 
marble, -but the various windows:.and balconies are 
highly: enriched: with color. The- -pilasters are 
beautifully decorated, and. the capitals are adorned 
with metallic effects:.in bronze.. ‘There are 40,000 
panes of glass in this. structure, more than in any 
other of the great buildings. 

The rapidity of electrical development in the 
last few years finds no. parallel in any other range 
of discovery. To the electrician ten years is 


a century, and even in one year all his pet theories 
may vanish in the blaze of a new discovery. 

One of the great subdivisions of the department 
is an illustration of the commercial and economical 
uses of electricity in the domain of light, heat, and 
power. l 

The second subdivision relates to the development 
of electrical science. The historical feature is illus- 
trated by priceless relies of early inventors, models, 
books, drawings, and maps. Special demonstrations 
and experiments are also made. 

The Electricity Building itself holds but a frac- 
tion of the electric exhibits throughout the grounds. 
Scores of spectacular effects claim admiration and 
interest. The electric lighting of the buildings 
and grounds surpasses everything hitherto in power 
and beauty. There are 8,000 arc lamps, each of 
2,000 candle-power, and 130,000 incandescent 
lamps of 16 candle-power. One powerful arc 
light is 8,000 candle-power, and there is the lamp 
which is of one-sixteenth candle-power. It glim- 
mers like a tiny fire-fly. These are wonderful 
object-lessons of the uses of electricity. 

The electric launches on the lagoon are con- 
stantly moving and brilliant displays of electric 
power. Pleasure boats and yachts in the outer 
harbor are equipped with electric motors. Special 
torpedo boats demonstrate the warlike uses of 
electricity. 


Greater, perhaps, than any of the other spectacu- 


lar exhibits are the flash-lights on the tallest towers 
within the grounds, two of which blaze at night 
from the top of Electricity Building. These are 
among the most marvelous pieces of electrical 
mechanism yet produced. By delicate switch ma- 
chinery the operator throws the light to any alti- 
tude or at any angle he may desire. 

In the ornamental uses of electricity the great 
electric fountain at. the western end of the Grand 
Basin, and directly in front of the Administration 
Building, is among the most elaborate exhibitions 
of the kind ever attempted. 

France and Germany make the largest exhibits 
of any foreign’ nations, and these rival the magnif- 
icent exhibits of America. America has not a 
monopoly of lightning by any means. 

In the range of electrical appliances the exhibit 
is very wide. There are cables, wires, insulation 
by various methods, switches, safety appliances, 
lightning rods, and conduits interior and under- 
ground. There are electric motors in street and 
other railways; in elevators, pumps, printing 
presses ; in toys and novelties. Also electrical ap- 
paratus for heating apartments, flat-irons, ovens, 
and furnaces. 

There are displayed the various methods of 
electrotyping, electro-plating, of forging, welding, 
stamping, and tempering metals by electricity. 
Also there are the latest inventions in chronographs, 
annunciators, fire-alarm, burglar-alarm, police tele- 
graph, and railroad signal apparatus. There are to 
be seen all the appliances of the telephone, and the 
latest phonographs, and other inventions. 

An interesting group is the application of elec- 
tricity in surgery and dentistry and the electric 
current as a remedial agent. In other groups are 
dynamos, batteries, apparatus for electrical meas- 
urements, etc. 

There is the kinetograph—Edison’s new inven- 
tion. It gives pictures as well as sounds. Phono- 
graphs are getting to be wonderfully useful. 
Lovers can breathe into it at midnight, box it up, 
and send it to their lady-loves in the morning C. O. 
D. What a fine saving of time. There is no such 
thing as “wasting one’s sweetness on the desert 
air” inthis century. It’s all bottled up, and you 
can put your nickel in the slot and there you have 
it—all the songs and melodies, from “ Boom-de- 
Aye” to “Old Hundred.” 

Among recent inventions are the coat-thief and 
pickpocket detectors. When a sneak-thief attempts 
to take a coat from its hook a current sets an alarm 
bell ringing. Inthe same way one’s pockets may 
be protected. 

Among the notable relics are the original Morse 
telegraph instruments and the original Bell tele- 
phone; also pieces of the cable-laying owned by 
the estate of Cyrus W. Field. 

Most of the inventions I have mentioned were 
unknown when the Centennial Exhibition opened 
in 1876. 

At the portal whieh faces the grand court is a 
fifteen-foot statue of Benjamin Franklin. Around 
the wall is printed the Latin epigram which fully 
translated is, “He snatched the lightning from 
heaven and the scepter from tyrants.” 

In the center of the building is a tower which 
shines with many-hued rays of electric light. 
There is an Egyptian temple modeled after those of 
Thebes. in which different kinds of harnessed light- 
ning make.a brilliant procession. The walls and 


ceiling are arranged with many-colored panels in 
which the glittering current comes and goes like 
smiles on the face of the “telephone girl.” For 
the “telephone girl” is here also, an eternal curi- 
osity, whose “hello” will never cease to be. What 
a triumph of electricity to so utilize the liveliest 
member of woman’s side of the house. A telephone 
exchange is just the place for the fair sex, and we 
take great pleasure in glancing at the neat array. 
St. Paul said, “Suffer not a woman to speak in 
church.” ‘Well, woman has got the telephone and 
all the churches in Christendom can’t make her 
keep silence. I hope St. Paul will hear her 
“hello” in heaven. What a sweet revenge. 

Varied and wonderful and beautiful are the uses 
of electricity. If I did believe in a “soul of the uni- 
verse” I should say it was electricity. It comes as 
near to being a “god” as anything I know of. 
‘What is so strong as electricity—what so subtle, 
what so pervading? There is no drop of water, no 
tiny hair, where itis not. And perhaps the sun itself 
isan enormous electric battery—a big dynamo. I 
think I could answer every question of the theo-: 
logian with the word electricity. Electricity is more 
subtle than spirit, for spirit is wind, but electricity 
is finer than that. And now this Ariel-like intelli- 
gence glances before us in ponderous and delicate 
machinery. It is what Byron saw in his dream, 
“A mighty and a beautiful thing of light.” It 
sings, it thunders, it surges, it plays, it dances, it 
sparkles beneath our feet, it flames in the heavens. 
It is a toy, it is a giant. What battles it wins for 
us against “chaos and old night.” What a 
courier-avant of the brilliant future. Was there 
ever such a revelation as this light itself revealed—a 
wonder-worker? Armies equipped, sent forth, a 
million strong, simply by touching the button. 
Never has there been such a wilderness of light as 
will be witnessed at this World’s Fair. It is worth 
indeed a “cycle of Cathay” to behold one of these 
marvelous illuminations, to wander amidst these 
masses of color and streams of radiance—the waters 
shining like gold and gems; the walls, roofs, 
towers, domes, like the blaze of a conflagration, - 
stripped of its terror and soft and glorious in its 
intensity; while the halls, adorned with the flags 
and treasures of every people, are shining like the 
sun itself, and through galleries and pavilions in- 
numerable riches open upon us like magic, and 
lightning, once the demon of the sky, is now 

A pard-like spirit, beautiful and swift, 
and waits upon our path with gentle effulgence; or 
is like a serpent with glittering, brilliant folds, with 
circling, dazzling hues as the graceful serpent of 
the olden time described by Milton, which allures 
to the path of knowledge, to real humanity and the 
destruction of the gods. Electricity was once a 
devil, but now it is the wisdom, the glory, and the 
light of the world. 
MINES AND MINING BUILDING. 

From the world of light, the flash of electricity, 
we pass to the under-world—the bosom of the 
earth resplendently revealed in that which warms 
and vivifies and adorns human existence. 

The Mines and Mining Building has a length of 
seven hundred feet and width of three hundred and 
fifty feet. Its cost was $265,000. The architect- 
ure is of early italian renaissance, while the French 
spirit prevails in the exterior design. There are 
spacious entrances on the four sides. There are 
broad, easy flights of stairs to the galleries, which 
are sixty feet wide and twenty-five feet high, and 
are lighted by large windows. More than one and 
one-half million pounds of steel and iron were used 
in the construction of this building. 

The figure over the main doorway is a noble 
representation of the great industry to which the 
building is dedicated. It is a colossal, half-reclining 
figure of a woman in Greek drapery, holding aloft 
in one hand a lamp to guide the miner and in the 
other hand a pick. 

Nowhere else is there a greater diversity of ex- 
hibits than in this building. Michigan has an im- 
mense copper globe, North Carolina a mica pyra- 
mid, Montana the famous Rehan silver statue of 
Justice, Kentucky a reproduction of Mammoth cave, 
and Iowa a coal mine and coal palace. 

Germany has an immense exhibit of ornamental 
iron worked into fantastic shapes, New South Wales 
pyramids of silver and gold, England has a fourteen- 
ton “lob” of coal. 

Not only are the different varieties of coal ex- 
hibited, but the chemical analysis of each is given, 
with tests of economic value and special adapta- 
bility. For example, it is shown that coal veins un- 
derlie a great portion of Texas—some forty or fifty 
counties—and though the production in this state 
has so far been small, the supply is inexhaustible, 
and much is of excellent quality. 


The iron exhibit is wonderful. The United 
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States surpasses all in its iron productions, last 
year exceeding ten million tons, or four times that 
of ten years ago. The production of steel is about 
five million tons a year, a growth of nearly three 
hundred per cent in the decade. The development 
of the iron resources of the Southern states has 
been great and rapid. 

Stone is extensively represented—granite, lime- 
stone, marble, sandstone, and bluestone in varieties 
of color, highly polished, and very beautiful. 

From the Pacific coast are orange-red crystals of 
a rare species ; from Alaska, deep-red garnets with 
coats of mica; from the Bridal Chamber of New 
Mexico, silver ore to the value of $500,000, also a 
precious torquoise from Los Cerrillez. There are 
specimens from the zinc region of Lake Superior. 
From the North Atlantic coast is the rhodonite ; 
from New Jersey, the mineral franklinite, named 
after the philosopher, and from the South Atlantic 
coast are amethysts, sapphires, etc. 

-Among the curiosities is an exhibit by Louisiana 
of a statue of rock salt representing Lot’s wife. It 
would take more than salt to represent Lot himself 
with any kind of decency. It would have been 
fortunate if the man had turned back and suffered 
the same fate. All the salt in the world won’t save 
his reputation now. 

The Standard Oil Company exhibits the varieties 
of crude oil in America. 

The Canadian government geological survey 
places on view a synoptic picture of the mineral 
resources of that country. Big nuggets of gold 
and silver are shown just as they are dug from the 
earth. There are also topazes, emeralds, rubies, 
diamonds, and opals, and remarkable specimens of 
iron, copper, and tin. 

The Foote collection exhibited at the Centennial 


and at London and Paris comprises one hundred. 


and fifty tons of rare minerals, occupying an area 
of six thousand square feet. Among the additions 
is a meteoric iron weighing two hundred and thirty 
pounds recently found by its owner in Arizona. 

A complete mining laboratory is one of the great 
features of this department and is the most valu- 
able of its kind in existence. i , 

A tunnel runs due east and west about twenty 
feet under the south end of the building and con- 
tains a double tramway for the carrying of ore. 
The inside is boarded and covered with clay to re- 
semble as nearly as possible an actual mining 
tunnel. 

The exhibits are displayed mostly in pavilions, 
pagodas, and kiosks, and these add greatly to the 
magnificent spectacular effect of the whole. Ari- 
zona shows an old Spanish arastra; New Mexico a 
miner’s cabin. i 

One can spend a day or a month here and find 
constant entertainment and instruction. I have 
been compelled to take my reader on a swift jour- 
ney, and he must try and make the best of it. If 
in the Electricity Building we behold the soaring 
genius of man, here we behold his strength and 
perseverance. Here he is the giant Antæus, plant- 
ing his feet on solid earth, with pick and shovel and 
lantern, and patiently, deftly penetrating even to 
the chambers of fire and the subterranean seas and 
plucking the treasures that for a thousand centuries 
have awaited his grasp. 

THE TRANSPORTATION BUILDING. 

And now for another marvel, the Transportation 
Building, with its gorgeous colored walls and 
beautiful golden entrance. This is the only one 
of the great buildings which is not white. All the 
other great structures are white, and hence the 
term “ The White City.” It might have been bet- 
ter if these great structures had not been altogether 
white, that there had been a variety of color, 
although “The White City” is very impressive and 
delightful as it is in its present radiance. But be 
that as it may, it is confessed on all sides that the 
harmonious and brilliant coloring of the Transporta- 
tion Building is exceedingly agreeable and makes 
a fine contrast to the great mass of white in the 
other architectural glories of the place. 

This building covers over fifteen acres of ground, 
and cost $370,000. In the center it is surmounted 
with a cupola one hundred and sixty-five feet high, 
reached by eight elevators, and from which is an 
extensive view of the grounds, the lake, and the 
surrounding country. 

In this building is given the history and evolu- 
tion of transportation, and a most wonderful 
picture it is of human growth. From the ancient 
days when slow-going wooden carts represented 
the means of transportation to the present time 
when one can ride in a swiftly rolling palace-car, 
there has been an amazing change, and the flavor 
of romance is in the study of this ample display. 

No other industry surpasses that of transporta- 
tion in utility or equals it as a power in the prog- 
ress of civilization. Easy conveyance from place 


to place, says Lord Bacon, is one of the greatest 
sources of a nation’s prosperity. Consider the 
amount of capital involved in transportation. The 
railroads of to-day are worth $25,000,000,000. This 
represents one-tenth of the total wealth of civilized 
nations and one-quarter of their invested capital. 
All the gold and silver in the world could not pur- 
chase the railroads. If to the railroads be added 
transportations by water and means of conveyance 
on common highways the magnitude of the in- 
terests here involved will be fairly understood. 

History is illustrated by relics of earlier days. 
The development of water-craft, of wheeled vehicles, 
and of the railway is illustrated by accurate models, 
drawings, plans, and designs. A grand object- 
lesson is presented so clearly that in a few hours one 
can learn what would otherwise require months and 
years. . 

The exhibits are divided into six classes—rail- 
ways, intramural transit, vehicles for common roads, 
bicycles, pneumatic machines, and marine trans- 
portation. A space of over eight acres is devoted 
to the exhibition of railways. There is a wonder- 
ful collection of equipments and appliances. It is 
less than seventy years ago that the first railroad 
ran its crude passenger train, and now we behold 
sixty-four modern locomotives of all types and 
sizes, from the one-hundred-ton engine to the five- 
ton logging machine for use in the forests of Michi- 
gan and Puget sound. The Old Colony railroad of 
New England shows the first engine and coach that 
ran over its tracks between Boston and Providence. 
The Pullman works show a complete train of 
coaches, France shows four engines and cars, Ger- 
many two engines, two passenger coaches, and 
several freight cars, and an ambulance car. The 
Pennsylvania company shows a model station, with 
photographs and paintings, etc.; a magnificent 
coach and three freight-cars, as well as the 
famous “John Bull” engine, and two of the first 
passenger-cars used on Camden & Amboy railroad 
in 1831. 


Chicago, Ill. Samus. P. Purnam. 


International Congress of Freethinkers. 


At a meeting of the joint committee held on the 
13th inst., the final part of the preliminary arrange- 
ments for the forthcoming Congress was agreed 
upon. The unanimity of opinion that prevails upon 
all sides augurs well for the success of the Con- 
gress, and the prospects seem very bright indeed 
for the greatest and grandest gathering ever had in 
the name of Freethought within the United States. 
The committee feel that a great responsibility 
rests upon them and they will endeavor to do their 
utmost to make this undertaking successful. With 
the prospect of several of the most talented Free- 
thought lecturers from the various nations of 
Europe, from Canada, and likewise our. home lect- 
urers, an educational and oratorical treat will be 
guaranteed to all who participate therein. 

In the nameof liberty and the freedom of the ex- 
pression of opinion, the humblest soldier in our 
ranks will be given a fraternal welcome, and we 
confidently hope that none will stand aloof from 
the movement, but by their pledges and promises 
of assistance giv to the committee in charge that 
hope and encouragement that is so necessary at the 
present time. Judge Waite and myself, constituting 
a committee appointed to secure a hall, called upon 
C. C. Bonney, manager of the Art Institute, and 
made formal application for rooms in that building 
for the purpose of the Congress. We soon found, 
however, that it was impossible for us to get ac- 
commodations from that quarter, so we speedily 
transferred our attentions elsewhere. We were in- 
formed that the rooms were fully occupied during 
the months of September and October, and even 
had there been an opportunity for us to meet and 
hold our Congress there it would hav been under 
the stipulation that “we would not attack the 
churches or any system of religious belief.” 

Rooms were eventually secured and agreed upon 
in another part of the city, and the following is 
now given out as the official call for the Congress: 

The Congress will meet at 517 West Madison 
street, Chicago, Ill., on Sunday, the Ist day of Oc- 
tober, at 10 o’clock in the forenoon. There will 
be three sessions during the day, and addresses 
upon Freethought topics delivered. 

As previously announced, the Congress will con- 
tinue in session for eight days. 

All Freethought societies intending to participate 
with us in this Congress are earnestly requested to 
correspond with me as early as possible, declaring 
such intention, and giving the probable number of 
delegates they will send (in this respect no limita- 
tion will be made). All individual members of the 
national organizations, and the friends of our 
cause, will be afforded the same rights and privi- 


leges given to members of local societies, provid- 
ing they send their names and addresses to me 
at least one month previous to the time of the 
Congress. The committee hopes to secure as large 
a representativ gathering as possible, and we hope 
that we may hav the support of every Freethinker 
in the country. Weare atthe present time in sore 
need of funds, and we appeal to all who are inter- 
ested in the propagation of Freethought principles, 
and others who may be willing to assist us finan- 
cially, to do the best they can for us in that direction. 
Subscriptions may either be sent to me, or to the 
American Secular Union. l 

Every little helps, and as the good name of our 
cause upon this side of the Atlantic ocean depends 
upon the success of this Congress, we hope that 
each will do his or her part to help us. 

Joun R. CHARLESWORTH, 
Sec. of Committee of Arrangements. 
345 W. Randolph st., Chicago, NU. 


Watson Heston Asks for a Loan. 


‘To rae Reapers or Tse Trurm SrexER, Dear 
Friends: I am in a corner financially and would 
appreciate some assistance, if there are any among 
the readers of Tue Trursa SeexeER who feel disposed 
to help me without inconvenience to themselvs. I 
am not able to stand the usual rates of interest and 
commission charged by the banks and money-lenders, 
and will briefly state the amount of money I want 
to raise and the terms I feel able to meet in order 
to pay out. 

I would like a loan of $500 or $1,000 ($1,000 if 
possible) on five years’ time, either without interest 
or not over four per cent. Remember, I ask no 
gifts, but only a loan, and if any of the readers of 
Tue Trur SerKER feel able to assist me on the 
above terms, I will keep an account and acknowl- 
edge each individual loan, no matter how small, and 
pay out as fast as I possibly can. Times are 
hard and money scarce, I know, but if anyone feels 
disposed to help me, I will appreciate their kind- 
ness and report from time to time’in the columns 
of Tae Trura Srexer the name and amount of each 
loan. Let each one who may make a loan giv their 
name and address and say if they want interest or 
not. Money can be sent safely to me here either 
by draft, check, money order, or postal note. Now, 
friends, what say you? Do only what you can 
easily afford and no more, as I do not wish to put 
anyone to any inconvenience. 

Trusting, not in the Lord, but in the generosity 
of my fellow-men and Freethinking friends, I am, 

Fraternally yours, Warsow Heston. 

Lock-box 286, Carthage, Mo., June 14, 1893. 


Lectures and Meetings. 


Cuarues Warts and G. W. Foote hav been engaged to 
lecture for the Friendship Liberal League the first and 
second Sundays in October next. Announcements of 
subjects will be published in due time. 


Joun R. CHARLESWORTH during his recent lecture trip 
through the Coast states traveled a number of miles equal 
to the diameter of the globe. His trip occupied a period 
of 152 days, and during that time he delivered 114 lect- 
ures, in addition to which he held a six nights’ debate 
with Clark Braden at Seattle and a four nights’ debate 
with John Dillon at Gridley, Cal. He has been invited 
to lecture in Minnesota during the month of August and 
would like to hear from Liberals along the line of the 
Northern Pacific as far as Fargo regarding lectures at 
that time. 


Or Mr. Remsburg’s recent visit to Cortland, O., B. F. 
Parsons of that place writes to the Ohio Chronicle: 
“J. E. Remsburg, a Libera] lecturer, delivered a lecture 
here on the ‘False Claims of the Church.’ In spite of 
the fact that the enemies of Freethought lawlessly tore 
down our posters each time we put them up, and the 
Choral Union changed its date to conflict with the lect- 
ure—also the disciples concluded that they wanted to 
make tafty the same evening of the lecture—with the 
above to contend with, over one hundred adults were in 
attendance and many expressed their delight in the ad- 
dress. The lecturer said: ‘One of the false claims of the 
church is that the hest men belong to her, while to-day a 
hundred colored clergymen are languishing in prisons - 
for theft and adultery. Frederick Douglas, a Liberal, 
has not been charged with either. Of the four men 
whose deaths excited the most comment for many years 
Longfellow and Emerson were unbelievers, Guiteau and 
Jesse James were Christians; the former were guided by 
the natural laws of morality, the latter were the legiti- 
mate fruits of Christian morality. If crime is caused by 
unbelief, wby is it that our jails and penitentiaries all 
are orthodox; that Christians’ necks so often wear the 
hangman’s rope? Here are the statistics taken of the 
prisons in England and Wales, 1873, by Sir John Tre- 
lawney, member of Parliament: Roman Catholics, 38,581; 
Church of England, 96,097; Protestant Dissenters, 
10,705; total Christian adherents, 145,383; non-religioniste, 
379. Five hundred Christians to one Infidel.’ ” 
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Letters of Friends. 


A Long-time Frieud of Truth. 

f Apriay, Mica., June 3, 293. 

Mr. Eprror: I believe this will make 
my twentieth year as a patron to this truly 
American print. Please accept my kind- 
est regards, and believe me as ever, 

Your friend and the friend of Liberal 
Freethought, S. D. Moor. 


Four Recruits. 


Gran IsranD, Nre., May 29, 1893. 
Mr. Enrror: I wish to renew my sub- 
scription to your paver for another year, 
and inclose the names of four new sub- 
scribers, also express order to pay for 
same. The remaining $5 is for ‘‘The 
Gods and Religions of Ancient and Mod- 

ern Times,” by D. M. Bennett. 
F. B. Wamsanues. 


Is After Solid Facts. 

TUNKHANNOCK, Pa., May 20, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: In the hurry of business I 
had forgotten to renew my subscription to 
Tur Truta Seuxer. -I hav just thought 
of itto-day. I mnat hav it another year. 
Inclosed please find #3, and I want it sent 
right along, not misting a number, for it 
contaips more solid facts than any other 

paper I know of. G. W. CRAWFORD. 


For the Eternal Truth. 
Bensamin, Uras, May 29, 293. 
` Mr. Evrror: I am pleased very much 
with the style and general make-up of the 
old Trurs SEEKER. And Heston’s car- 
toons are simply immense. I hope his 
health will last long so his cartoons will 
adorn the front page of the grand old 
Trorg Sener. Wishing you every suc- 
cess, I am, s 
Yours för the Eternal Truth, 
Gro. Hoxe. 


Wishes to Devote All His Life to the 
Cause of Truth. 

Sours RIVERSIDE, CAL., May 29, 1893. 

Mr. Epiror: I hav fivally sucċeeded in 
obtaining a new subscriber for the dear 
old TRUTA SEEKER for two years. In- 
closed please find $6—$5 to pay for the 
paper and $1 for five copies of the 
‘ Crimes of Preachers,” to be directed to 
myself. As I am now in the eightieth 
year of my life, I wish to do all I can for 
the success of THE Trurs SEEKER while I 
liv. i C. B. TUCKER. 


We Will Distribute Literature With 
Your Gift. 

Brandywine, O., May 18, 1893. 
Mr. Evrror: Please find inclosed $6— 
$3 for my subscription another year 
and $3 for the following books: ‘‘God 
and His Book,” by Saladin; ‘‘ The Resur- 
rection of Jesus,” by Don Allen; ‘‘ Re- 
ligion a Curse, a Disease, and a Lie,” by 
S. P. Putnam; ‘‘The Morals of Christ,” 
by Austin Bierbower. This makes $5.40. 
The sixty cents remaining you may use 
for your own benefit. Send me Tue 
Truru SEEKER as long as I liv. I cannot 

keep house without it. Son Benson, 


Admires a Man Who Dares Say What 
He Thinks. 
Newport, O., June 5, 1893. 

Mr. Evrtor: I inclose my subscription 
and one subscription to the inclosed ad- 
dress. I hav been trying to get you a 
new subscriber. I had one that said he 
would take it but he since said collections 
came in too slow, so I send you the *‘ V ” 
and send the paper to my brother’s wife 
in Colorado. 

What’s the matter with Governor 
Pennoyer of Oregon for president in 
1896? Just think of a man in high posi- 
tion that dares to say what he thinks. 

E. P. Bry. 


Would Hav Freethought Literature in 
Every Household. 
Panama, Ia., June 6, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find $1.50 for the 
following books: ‘‘The Creation of God,” 
cloth, by Dr. Jacob Hartmann; ‘‘ Crimes 
Against Criminals,” by Col. R. Q. Inger- 
soll; ‘‘Self-Contradictions of the Bible;” 
“« An Outline of the French Revolution,” 
by W. S. Bell. 

-I hav had the pleasure of reading your 
valuable paper for the last year. It is 


just what I had been looking for. It 

ought to be in every household. Wishing 

you avd your paper a long life, I remain, 
Yours for liberty, ELMER PENNELL. 


The Non-producers Want to Shut the 
Fair of the Producers. 
Harmony, Inb., June 5, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: [hav aroused a good many 
people to thinking; talked to lots of men; 
told them they ought to open the World’s 
Fair on Sunday. I.told them it was 
wanted to be shut only by this Jazy, non- 
producing class, the priestcraft and saloon- 
keepers. One man cited the French Revo- 
lution. I asked him or them if they 
wanted a civilized, scientific nation to fall 
back a hundred years to a semi-civilized 
natien for an example. They just simply 
blushed, and exit theology. 
Respectfully, JESSE MAURER. 


The Opinion of England’s Foremost 
Scientist. 
CREIGHTON, NFB., June 5, 1898. 

Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find $1, for 
which please send the Bible Picture-Book 
to the friend’s address inclosed. 

And can you tell me whether Mr. Hux- 
ley has changed his views in regard to re- 
ligion or not? I hav been told so several 
times, and would very much like to know. 

Lavina Maaner. 

[No, Huxley has not changed his views 
on religion. He still regards it, as he 
always -has, as the perpetual and most in- 
jurious foe of science. A lecture just de- 
livered by him on evolution and ethics, 
and about to be printed, may touch on the 
subject.—Ep. T. S.] 


The Clergy Steal the Dead. 

Err Park, Monv., June 4, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: I hav received word from 
Missouri of the death of an old friend and 
stanch Liberal, Vanie Vansickle. Though 
he lived in the midst of orthodoxy, he 
died as he had lived, a true Liberal. 
Though often persecuted and slandered, 
he was gentle and kind toward his perse- 
cutors, holding no enmity toward the in- 
dividuals but despising their religion. 
But I am sorry to say his wife, who is a 
Christian, permitted the preachers to sing 
and pray over his lifeless remains, which 
he had often requested should never be 
done. It seems that if the clergy cannot 
persuade or scare one while alive they 

take pleasure in stealing the dead. 
Gro. W. SCoBEE. 


Who Will Distribute Literature Likewise? 
CLAYTON CENTER, Kan, June 10, 1893. 
Mr. Epitor: Iam happy to inform you 

that I hav again sold another lot of books, 

as you will observe by the inclosed list. 

In all I hav now sold forty-four ‘‘ Old 
Testament Stories,” three ‘‘ Freethinkers’ 
Pictorial Text-Books,” anda good num- 
ber of various Freethought pamphlets. 
Therefore, you can readily see that I am 
very much interested in the spreading of 
Freethought literature. 

And if every Freethinker would make a 
little exertion as I hav done it would be 
more encouraging to the Freethought pub- 
lishing companies, and at the same time. 
spread Freethought literature throughout 
the land As I hav already discovered, it 
has its effect, as the hypocritical church- 
members, and especially the preachers in 
this neighborhood, are howling that Free- 
thought literature is hurting their preach- 
ing business. J. B. Wise. 


They Prize the Bible Because They Know 
Nothing About It. ° 
Esco, Tzunn., May 28, 1893. 

Mr. Enrror: I hav tried to get just one 
subscriber for this the best of all papers, 
and before all the Bibles of all the Gods. 
They say they do not want anything bet- 
ter than the Bible. ‘‘That’s good enough 
for me,” they say. I tell them they must 
penetrate the wall of superstition and ex- 
plore the field beyond and see the other 
side before they are competent to judge 
between Freethought and the Bible. I 
tell these superstitious fellows that it is 
nonsense to undertake to fill a box with 
precious metal when at the same time it is 
brimful of old useless rubbish; and it 
won't do to empty it all out at once, it 
must come out by littles, and be refilled 
by the precious metal; the same way to 


free théir brain at once would be sudden 
death. 

I send you $5—$3 to renew my sub- 
scription, and $2 for $3 worth of books 
named on inclosed list taken in connection 
with Tae Trura SEEKER per your offer in 
place of ‘‘Bible Myths.” 

My wife has a brother, George W. 
Moulder, somewhere in the West, probably 
in California, Oregon, or Washington, 
whom she has not heard from in twelve 
years and never has seen. He is some 
sixty-five years of age. If anyone knows 
of such a man please inform the under- 
signed. T. H. BUTCHER. 


Calls It the Mother Hubbard Book. 

Consett, Mo., June 9, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: After reading the book I 
bought of you, namely, Colonel Inger- 
soll’s Lectures, I must giv you my opin- 
ion on the same. I hav heard preachers 
denounce him in the bitterest terms. I 
hav seen the imbecils bring their fist 
down on the Old Mother Hubbard book, 
followed by a shower of groans from the 
saintly corner. I cannot tell you the exact 
meaning of these groans, as I am told that 
their real beauty and force can only be 
conveyed in a dead language, but upon 
diligent inquiry I find they signify as 
much as one of us Infidel wretches would 
by saying: ‘Hit him agin! Pin him! 
Sock it to him!” Let the imbecils pound 
and expound their Old Mother Hubbard 
book, let the amen corner groan, they 
cannot hurt the colonel. He has set forth 
an argument that will never be over- 
thrown. Let the clergy answer him and 
not abuse his good name. The colonel is 
one of the intellectual lights of the world, 
and that light is not under a bushel. Let 
the colonel and all other men who are 
gifted with sense avd reason go on with 
the good work. The time is not very far 
distant when the Mena mena tekel up- 
harsin will be written over every old 
funky pulpit in at least the United States. 

Josian H. SHEPPERD. 


_ A Millennialist—but of a New Kind. 
PHILADELPHIA, Pa., June 6, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: One word for the grand 
old Trura SEEKER. I can’t afford to do 
without it. It suits me toa č Your able 
editorials hav the right ring, according to 
my notion. Putnam’s letters are grand 
beyond expression, Your contributors are 
able, interesting, and instructiv, and the 
correspondents well worth the perusal. 
As to Heston, he is, as the boys would say, 
certainly ‘‘ entitled to the cake” as the 
champion cartoonist. May you and your 
paper liv to see the day when the truth 
shall hav been found by the masses in all 
its beauty, glory, and simplicity, and 
lived up to honestly and sincerely. Then 
will there be an end to ignorance, super- 
stition, bigotry, intolerance, priestcraft, 
poverty, and crime; and civilized society 
be what in the nature of things it may and 
ought to be, the crowning glory of the 
best efforts of man. Then will the millen- 
nium hav come indeed and in truth, and 
this world be made as much of a heaven as 
can be desired by those who look for a 
**new heaven and a new earth wherein 
dwelleth righteousness” at the second 
cowing of Christ. 

Take courage, then, friend Mac. Be as- 
sured you are the right man in the right 
place. Just act out your conviction of 
right and the good work of reform will 
move on with accelerated speed. 

_ Yours for Truth and Humanity, 

J. R. BARRY. 


It Is “a Trath.” 
Grand Mounn, Ia., June 15, 1893. 

Mr. Eprtor: Under the heading, “A 
Truth to Be Impressed on the Mind,” in 
Tue TRUTH SEEKER of May 27th, we find 
the following: ‘‘Mental freedom must 
come before industrial or economic re- 
form will be more than a temporary hope 
and illusion, visionaries to the contrary 
notwithstanding.” 

Now we inquire, is it a truth?. Tue 
TRUTH SEEKER’S opinions are nearly 
always right, but when I tried to swallow 
the above dose it would not go down, 
hence I hove it up and think I hav dis- 
covered the nauseating elements contained 
in the decoction. 

But, as no one is infallible, [hope THE 


TRUTH SEEKER will prove its position. 

It is too late to frighten the honest in- 
vestigator, the veritable truth seeker, by 
characterizing him‘as a visionary. 

C. Dourton. 

[The proposition is self-evident. The 
history of Christianity proves that it has 
held back the world in every reform as 
well as every science. Slavery was not 
abolished till the civilized world was well 
out of the grasp of the church, and the 
people were just free enough to think that 
slavery of one human being by another 
was wrong. It is the nature of religion to 
hold people back, and it must be shaken off 
before progress can be made. We are 
surprised that Mr. Dutton, who is a well- 
read man, should dispute it.—Ep. T. S.] 


Freethought Suuday-schools. 
Pererssura, IND., May 29, 1893. 

Mr. Epitor: Where two or three are 
met together in the name of truth, there 
it will be found. I would advise all 
earnest Infidels to attend the Jesus snake- 
schools; or. better, organize one of their 
own. ‘Teach the children to sing sweet 
lullabies; temper them with a little preju- 
dice, enough that when set upon their 
feet they can stand’ alone; train them to 
understand and apply fables. As they 
grow in years and strength giv the ele- 
ments of morality. And in an advanced 
grade teach them in succession the relig- 
ions of different ages and nations, with 
free Sunday lectures on scientific subjects, 
the methods of God-making (or forming 
public opinion), and the general harmony 
of the universe, 

Let a leader be chosen who can follow 
the churchly maxim of priests, ‘‘ Never 
do what you can get members of the con- 
gregation to do.” Do not fear that when 
Atheism has grown strong and lusty, and 
corrupt with the acquisition of wealth, 
any other ism will serve as a check to it. 

Atheism is a badge of respectability; 
Christism a mask, though thin, for cor- 
ruption. The world moves, and time may 
shift the scene. Put oil in the lamp of 
reason and let her shine. 

Please send $1.50 worth of TRUTH 
SEEKER to the address I inclose of a wise 
old Infidel, at whose shop I loaf some- 
times, and oblige, Franx S. WEAVER. 


Get the Tree Out of the Road. 


Bristou, Conn., June 7, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: It has been a long time 
since I hav written a letter to Tan TRUTH 
SEEKER family. Mr. Remsburg has been 
here once this year and Mr. Putnam twice, 
They hav succeeded in waking up the 
pious ones, and as usual they hav shown 
their ‘‘gall” after the speakers had gone 
away. Mr. Putnam came back on June 
2d, and the pious lads were going to do 
him up; but they did not ‘‘ peck,” al- 
though he made them a very gentlemanly 
offer to bring on their chaff. 

Now, about the Sunday closing of the 
World’s Fair at Chicago: If I remember 
right, when the cloak-makers in New York 
city were on strike a few years ago, the 
religious press all through the country 
wanted those honest men and women 
prosecuted for conspiracy. Now, why 
would it not be a good plan for the stock- 
holders to get out writs for Mr. Crafts 
and several of these little Methodist lads 
for conspiracy and giv them a dose of their 
own medicin? Of one thing we can rest 
assured, and that is that the Methodists 
hav convinced the working classes of this 
country that they are not the friends of 
the workingman. And another thing, 
too, they hav put themselvs on a level with. 
the saloonkeepers. All through the com- 
ferences of Methodist ministers they hav 
started a boycott, and the churches are 
followers on the same track. The time is 
now at hand for all men that like honesty 
and hav brains of their own to stir up their 
friends for action to strike hard and deep 
at the root of this old tree of superstition. 
It has stood in the way of progress too 
long. ` 

The foundation of morality is honesty., 
Let them show a little by paying taxes on 
the vast amount of property that they hav 
accumulated by robbing directly and in- 
directly the great mass of toilers the world 
over. Not one cent ought to be exempt 
from taxation of this great sum that has 
been piled up in churches and cathedrals, 


In ‘the name of justice let every honest 
man protest by pen, by word, and by vote. 
Yours, ete., JOsEPH E, Coy, 


The Bible Berhymed to Its Sore Injury. 
VINELAND, N. J., June 12, 1898. 

Mr. Eprror: I rejoice with joy un- 
speakable to learn that the Liberals of the 
United States and Canada will hold an In- 
ternational Congress at Chicago, and if I 
was twenty years younger I would be 
there, if I had to foot it both ways for 
want of railroad funds. 

Priestcraft, the greatest curse that this 
world ever had, is now on its last legs, 
hobbling about on crutches of its own 
manufacture; and then and there, at this 


Congress, will be the time and place to |. 


giv it its death-blow, and it will be done if 
all Tuiberals do their duty. 
The priests are impostors; . 
Their trade is a fraud. 
They teach that the Bible 
Came from a wise God. 
But I find in its pages 
Full three hundred lies, 
All proved by itself 
Without any disguise, 
And hundreds of texts 
Too foul to be read 
By any with innocent 
Brains in their head. 


That book has cursed mortals 
A million times more 
Than all other books 
Written since and before. 
It has tortured nine millions 
Of people to death, 
As honest and truthful 
As ever drew breath, 
Who could not believe 
That its filth and its lies 
Ever came from a being 
Enthroned in the skies. 


One hundred thousand 

Were burnt or were hung 
Of honest good women, 

Some old and some young, 
All tortured as witches 

And evil from birth, 
When no real witch 

Ever lived on the earth. 
Eight words about witches 

To old Bible knaves 
Sent these hundred thousands 

To premature graves. 

J. HACKER. 


The Way a Freethonght Funeral Should 
be Managed. 

_ Nuw Oruzans, La., June 5, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: Please continue sending 
your noble paper. 

Robert Ingersoll Auffarth, our beloved 
youngest son, born Jan. 4, 1893, breathed 
his last May 30th. He was born the son 
of Freethinkers and as such he died. His 
birth, name, and death were duly recorded 

` at the state board of health, in compliance 
with the law, but no sky-pilot was ever 
called upon either to perform any baptiz- 
ing ceremonies or to attend the funeral. 
During the long illness of our little man 
many Christians cnlled, generally while I 
was absent, preaching to my wife, some 
even asking her to hav him christened 
without my knowledge; but they all had 
to leave dissatisfied, for my good, noble, 
and sensible wife soon put a damper on 
their tongues by informing them that we 
never hav any secrets; that she will not 
play the hypocrit and do anything without 
her husband’s knowledge; that whatever 
we do is the outcome of mutual agreement 
—no commanding, no compulsion for us; 
that this is the cause of our happy and 
harmonious life, all our misfortune not- 
withstanding. 

On the day of the funeral, May 81st, 
many beautiful floral offerings were sent. 
One especially, sent by my fellow- 
employees of the St. Charles Street Rail- 
road Company, representing a broken 
column, several feet high, surmounted by 
a dove, at the bottom the words ‘‘ Our 
Darling,” was admired by everyone. He 
was our darling indeed—a_ bright, 
ivtelligent-looking little fellow, of whom 
we expected great things some future day, 
but alas, the eternal laws of Nature de- 
creed otherwise. 

The undertaker having forgotten to in- 
struct his men not to ornament the coffin 
with any symbols contrary te our views, 
the same was sent with the cover snd the 
head bearing two large crucifixes. At my 
request they were promptly removed. 
Thus our little darling was borne to his 
last resting-place. Our only consolation 
now is our bright and intelligent little 
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six-year-old son Erwin—the only one left 
us out of nine. But we must brave our 
misfortune and still liv for the living, 
while bidding our beloved departed ones 
farewell, 

To arrange for an International Con- 
gress of Freethinkers at the World’s Fair 
is a noble idea, and should be supported 
by every Freethinker according to his 
means. I shall send my mite to Secretary 
Charlesworth and the Freethought Federa- 
tion of America button shall ornament my 
coat lapel; later on I shall also purchase 
one of Brother Wettstein’s badge-pins. 
Let us display our colors fearlessly and 
openly; it will very much help our cause, 
and form new acquaintances, 

ERWIN AUFFURTH. 


-A Cosmic Philosophy. 
Monreenmr, IND., May 30, 1898, 

Mr. Eprror: Iam much pleased with the 
article from James M Wight under the 
heading of ‘‘Letters from Friends” in 
Tue TRUTH SEEKER of May 20, 1893 
After referring to the financial troubles of 
himself and others, he concludes the only 
true remedy is growth. In this he is cer- 
tainly correct. But growth or develop- 
ment cannot come without cause, and man 
is one potent factor in the physical devel- 
opment of man, animals, or plants ; there- 
fore we must not wait for tbat develop- 
ment, but work to cultivate that growth 
and help make it come. 

I turn over one leaf to the ‘‘ Children’s 
Corner,” and find an article from a young 
wan advocating the philosophy of the 
growth or development of worlds. This 
thrills me with joy to see the aged and 
youth working harmoniously to build up 
the new philosophy of evolution. 

I am in my seventieth year, but feel 
like writing my letter to Tam TRUTH 
Srrxer friends expressing my conclusions 
regarding the production of worlds. I 
cannot expect more space in the ‘‘ Letters 
from Friends” than will permit me merely 


to make assertions and leave the reader to 


do the reasoning. 

Philosophy teaches that space is bound- 
less or universal; we cannot rationally 
contemplate space without occupancy; 
therefore matter in some form is co- 
existent with space. And intelligence is 
also coexistent with space and matter, 
which cannot exist in their improved con- 
ditions without principles we call laws, 
such as magnetic attraction, electrical at- 
traction, chemical attraction, and attrac- 
tion of gravitation of a body for itself or 
for other bodies, and other principles or 
laws, among which time must not be over- 
looked. These may be termed primary 
principles that never had a beginning or 
creation; but are primary conditions with- 
out which man can hav no conception of 
existence, whether it be of space, matter, 
intelligence, or God. What is space with- 
out occupancy, or matter without intelli- 
gence, or intelligence without space or 
matter through which to apply its force? 
The law of gravity cannot exist without 
matter on which to manifest itself. These 
properties of matter must be without be- 
ginning so far as human intelligence can 
discern; who can hav a conception of 
nothing—no space, matter, time, or intel- 
ligence, no God? Where is the potency to 
produce these agencies? So far as human 
understanding can fathom the past these 
properties of present existence must hav 
always existed in some form. The smallest 
divisible particles of matter called atoms 
existed in the most highly conceivable 
rarefied condition; the law of attraction 
was a coexisting part of that matter, there- 
fore these atoms had an attraction for 
each other, though in a very minute de- 
gree, but when two of these atoms com- 
bined they had greater attraction for 
other atoms, and as the mass increased its 
density and power of attraction increased. 

These atoms could not change places 
without motion, which produced a wave, 
and it required as much force to stopa 
body as to start it; thus atoms formed 
into nebulous masses, then into meteors 
with their erratic motions, they into 
comets with their extremely elliptical or- 
bits, which gradually assumed more cir- 
cular orbits and became more dense and 
opaqne until finally they grew into a 
planet or other celestial orb. 

Without further discussing the philoso- 


phy of the formation of matter into large 
bodies, we will suppose this to be descrip- 
tiv of the primary formation of our planet, 
and when it grew into a condition which 
we designate a planet, having formed 
something like a correct orbit round its 
sun, it is supposed to be a seething fiery 
mass of little more than a gaseous sub- 
stance, but as it cooled it became more 
dense through the law of attraction for it- 
self, and as this attraction increased its 
power to attract other bodies to itself in- 
creased, producing continuous growth, and 
the law of centripetal, centrifugal, and 
other forces became established. 

I hav now arrived at the point where 
the geologist takes our planet into his 
keeping. therefore I will leave it, with the 
remark that the earth is constantly under- 
going change that we might properly de- 
nominate growth; developing into more 
harmonious conditions, being each year 
better prepared than the preceding year 
to extend refinement, peace, and happi- 
ness to its inhabitants. Wu, ALLEN. 


Under Inspiration of a “ Devilish 
Muse.” 
Newark, N. J., June 11, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: I send you Mr. Lovell’s 
poem, written by the gentleman last 
evening and read by him to-day in the 
League just before closing for the season. 


After he had read it the members asked 


the gentleman for a copy and I asked him 
if he had any objections to having Tur 
TRUTA Seeker publish it, He answered, 
“None whatever.” He is a poet, a gentle- 
man, and a scholar, and best of all, a 
talented Freethinker. It was really a 
pleasure to me to-day to become ac- 
quainted with him, and I hops the readers 
of your excellent paper will also become 
better acquainted with him in the future. 
President Bird excelled himself in his 
beautiful closing address. Gillan, Walker, 
and Brill were sublime. Mrs. Smith is al- 
ways good and witty. Mr. Price said he 
was proud to bea Liberal. In fact, every- 


body was happy. 
Yours in friendship, Jove, truth, and 
justice, W. W. Morris. 


Wake, devilish muse, and tune your liar, 
That he may wake the dead 

And shake this good and holy town 
As Sodom shook, ’tis said. 


Not to destroy, but to build up 
And let the people see 

That there is joy and happiness 
In dear old liberty. 


That in one spot on Halsey street, 
Where stands a radiant hall 

There Jews and gentiles of all creeds, 
And Catholics great and small, 


And Protestants, Mohammedans, 
Episcopals galore, 

Can meet in friendly argument 
As never met before. 


I feel did they but only know 
How great the talents are 

Of those who form this Liberal League 
They’d come from near and far, 


And feel at home within our throng 
No matter what their creed, 

For in five-minute doses we 
Can fill each varied need. 


Our Birds in songs of gladness sweet 
Awake the slumbering hours 

Until we feel that life’s a treat, 
A natural bed of flowers. 


We're lifted into spirit-land, — 
We're wafted through the air, 

We feel from what we hear there’s no 
Materialism there. 


Still our Materialistic friends 
Need not be lonely here— 

To Mayo they may owe applause 
For giving them good cheer. 


And e’en our lonely Catholics 
Find comfort rich and rare; 

Does not our strong and fiery Smith 
Strike blows for their welfare? 


To those who with great modesty 
Their prevence only lend 

To brighten up this dismal world, 
My greetings I would send. 


If they but come into our League 
Their high-priest they will see, 
Who dare not say his soul's his own, 

But shines with Brill-iancy. 


But those dear boys who like a noise 
And shout aloud for fame, 

Our Gillan tall can beat them all, 
And make them feel quite tame. 


Our Walker leads in every race, 
Our Morris runs for money, 

Our Burton with electric shocks 
Will make you feel quite funny. 
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What though a Wakeman wakes us up 
Or Rowley rolls us down? 
What though we’re Rush-ed to other 
worlds i 
Without a soul to crown? 


What though a Bell rings out its peal, 
Or Remsburg brings a laugh, 

Or Janes prefers a country life 
Or Shephard givs a bath? 


We hav within our noble crowd 
Great men who will entice, 

And throw about with careless hand 
The wisdom of great Price. 


Then come unto our glorious feast, 
Come now while there is room, 
For indications surely show 
You cannot come too soon. 


Yon know the Lord makes everything, 
Does vitalize all seed, 

And so we feel with confidence 
He’s blessed our Liberal League. 


C. LovELL. 


True-Blue. 


Crayon, O., Apr. 27, 298. 

Mr. Eprror: After an interval of two 
years I shall again contribute a letter to 
the columns of a journal whose peer is not 
to be found on this side of the ‘‘ mystic 
beyond” —viz., the grand old Trura 
SEEKER. I am conscientious in this state- 
ment, it being justified by an experience 
of nine years with the paper and its vari- 
ous publications. In all these years I hav 
been a constant worker for the cause of 
Liberalism by using it as a missionary 
document among my associates and pre- 
senting its principles to the saint and sin- 
ner, as well as the sky-pilot himself, ina 
way that I feel that good has been ac- 
complished. 

Tlook upon the closing of the World’s 
Fair on Sunday as a calamity short of 
ridiculous to the natural rights and moral 
impulses of the American people, as well 
as those of the entire world. This is au 
act looking to the interests of the churches, 
saloons, and other immoral places of 
Chicago, and sanctioned by the devotees 
of superstition and priestly bigotry 
throughout the country. 

There is quite a number of Freethinkers 
in this part of the country, among which 
myself and a few others are the only out- 
spoken ones, The rest, on account of 
their vocation in life and their social sur- 
roundings, hav submitted to Mrs. Grundy. 

During a protracted meeting in one of 
our villages this winter, the minister took 
the liberty to misrepresent science and his- 
tery in regard to his religion, when one of 
our reputable citizens, who is an ardent 
Liberal, took exceptions to it and wrote 
him a letter. This caused a conple of ex- 
changes between the two on the subject, 
until our Liberal friend gave him the ulti- 
matum in a mammoth missiv, which con- 
tained such an array of historical facts, 
science, and logic that the man of God was 
completely kuocked out. He sought to 
vindicate himself and appease his pious 
anger by hurling from his pulpit the most 
unbecoming epithets that his regenerated 
mind could conceive of, thus receiving the 
censure of his own flock and the contempt 
of fair-minded people. This has agitated 
thought on the question, and ultimate 
good will be the result. 

Some of our ministers speak of Free- 
thinkers as ‘‘ narrow-minded Infidels.” Is 
not this a shame, when we think of such 
intelleatual giants as Col. R. G. Ingersoll, 
S. P. Putnam, and many others? Who 
but a dishonest, devising priest or sky- 
pilot could utter such an absurdity as this? 

For my part Iam notin the pursuit of 
anything at the hands of Christians, or 
any popular craze that by chance might be 
thrust upon the people, so but that I can 
proclaim the principles of Tae TRUTH 
SEEKER wherever I go and still be success- 
ful in my legitimate requirements. I hav 
no aspirations for the fature with respect 
to fame or fortune that would cause me to 
be a mental slave or advocate principles 
that conflict with my better judgment. 
Therefore I shall ever be found bold and 
fearless, working for the cause of humanity 
and the destruction of superstition. 

I herewith send you a renewal of my 
own subscription, together with a couple 
of new ones, and will say in conclusion, 
Long may liv Heston and the grand old 
TRUTH SEEKER, and may its principles ul- 
timately prevail. l 

Yours for Freethought, 
ELMER MILLER. 
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'@hildren’s Gorner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wrxon, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communica- 
tans for this Corner should be sent. 


“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
Cee T e eA 
omes a pause in the day’s 
That inknown as the Children’s Hour.” 


The Little Dog Under the Wagon. 


“ Come, wife,” said good old Farmer Gray, 
“ Put cn yeur things. 'tis market Jay— 
And we'll be off to the nearest town, 
There ana back ere the sun goes down- 
Spot? No, we'll leave o)d Spot behind” 
But Spot he barked, snd Spot he whined, 
And soon made up his doggish mind 
To follow under the wagon. 


Away they went at a good round pace, 
And joy came into the farmer’s face; 

“ Poor Spot,” said he, “ aid want to come, 
But I'm swfal glad he’s left at home; 
He'll guard the bs rp, and guard ihe cot, 
And keep the cattle out of the lot.” 

“ I’m not so sure of that,” thought Spot, 

The little dog under the wagon. 


The farmer all his produce sold, 
And got his pay in yellow gold, 
Then started homeward after dark, 
Home through the lonely forest. Hark! 
- A robber springs from behind a tree— 
“ Your money or else your life,” says he; 
The moon was up, but he didn’t see 
The little dog under the wagon. 


Spot ne’er barked and Spot ne’er whined. 

But quickly caught the thief behind; 

He dragged him down in the mire and dirt, 

And tere his coat and tore his shirt, 

Then held him fast on the miry ground; 

The robber uttered not a sound 

While his } ards and feet the farmer bound, 
And tumbled him into the wagon. 


So Spot he saved the farmer’s life, 
The fermer’s money, the farmer’s wife; 
And now the hero grand and gay, 
A silver collar he wears to-day; 
Among his friends, among his foes, 
And everywhere his master goes, 
He foliows on his horny toes, 
The little dog under the wagon. 


—New Crileans Picayune. 


Death of a Good Woman. | 


Passed away at 4 o’clock a.m. of the 
18th of April, 1893, at the home of her 
daughter, Mrs. P. T. Morrison, Sugar 
Run, Warren county, Pa., Mrs. Martha 
Shearman, in the eighty-fourth year of 
her age. ` 

Martha Morrison was born in Pleasant 
township, Warren county, Pa., the 27th 
of September, 1809. She was one of a 
family of nine children born to Samuel 
and, Eleanor Morrison. During the 
greater portion of Martha’s youth her 
mother was an invalid, so it happened 
that upon Martha fell the responsibility 
of housekeeping and the care of her 
brotbers and sisters. I hav often heard 
her relate how at as early an age as seven 
years she was in superintendence of her 
mother’s home, and many times was so 
perplexed with the many duties devolving 
upon her, thatit was often a severe tax 
upon her small head to think the best way 
out of all such. 

Having thus in early life to sacrifice her- 
self to the calls of her family, it happened 
that to little Martha’s lot fell few of the 
pleasures that make the childhood of the 
children of to-day such a season to bere- 
membered in after life as one of many 
joys. Moments of leisure being few 
added a neglected education. It was, 
however, not deemed necessary in those 
days to extend a girl’s education much 
further tban the understanding of read- 
ing, spelling, writing, and a limited 
knowledge of figures. But with a good 
understanding and a retentiv memory, 
what few chances to add to her store of 
knowledge that presented, were made 
the most of by the subject of our sketch. 
Many were the troubles and trials; but, a 
philosopher in her way, never did she 
bemoan nor lament the conditions, but 
calmly reviewing the matter from all 
sides, proceeded to the best course of 
action. 

Had she been given the educational ad- 
vantages that many girls of her day were 
given, she no doubt would hav made a 
name for herself that would hav lived 
with the names of many prominent women 
of her time. : 

At the early age of eighteen years she 
was married to Perry Shearman, of Rhode 
Island, with whom she shared the storms 
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and sunshines of life for many years, 
and by him was preceded to ‘‘the silent 
land,” some twenty-seven years. To them 
were born ten children, eight of whom are 
now living. . 

To sum up all in few words, her life was 
one of well-doing, always forgetting 
self in a desire to render assistance to 
others. This assistance was given at the 
sacrifice of both pleasure to herself and 
time, in which she might hav greatly en- 
riched a mind calculated to appreciate the 
best in literature. But she was one of the 
few persons possessed of a strong, right 
conscience, and had she not answered its 
calls and relieved those in trouble whose 
necessities attracted her, she would hav 
felt that her duty had been neglected. I 
hav often thought these lines must hav 
been her guide, as she was aD admirer of 
Pope: 

What conscience dictates to be done, 

Or warns me not to do, 
This teach me more than hell to shun, 
That more than heaven pursue. 

Her religion was: ‘‘Do unto others as 
you would that they should do unto you.” 
She, as far as was in her power, tried to 
follow this precept’s teaching, but few to 
whom she showed this spirit gave her the 
same treatment in return. Thus her 
treatment of people was always better in 
most cases than they deserved. The bibli- 
cal saying, ‘‘Cast your bread upon the 
waters and it will return after many days,” 
proved an untruth in her case, as it has 
proved in the case of many another such 
worker of geod deeds. I presume never a 
person in a humble walk of life and pos- 
sessed of as limited means made greater 
exertions to relieve distress and suffering 
and do good always. But out of scores of 
those for whom she evinced a mother’s so- 
licitude, and performed kindnesses hardly 
payable with money, few more than re- 
membered the act. She was never remem- 
bered in any more substantial way by any- 
one outside of her own family, and many 
of them failed to perform their whole duty 
toward her. But she did not censure 
them. 

She had no faith in the Bible as the 
word of God, and its many miraculous 
tales often called forth from her ridicule— 
in a mild way, be it said, as this book held 
the religion of her parents, and for this 
reason deserved, so she thought, some- 
thing of her respect. She believed that 
no person, of whatever belief, who had 
conducted himself rightly toward his 
fellow-man while here would receive pun- 
ishment of any kind in the hereafter, of 
which the wisest has no knowledge. I 
feel that herein she was right with some of 
the greatest thinkers of the world. A 
person of great energy, she labored hard 
while strength held out, and ‘‘did with 
her might what her hands found to do.” 
Her constitution at last weakened, and for 
the past ten years she had enjoyed a sea- 
son of comparativ rest. Her eyesight 
and hearing perfect, she had much to en- 
joy in the companionship of her familv 
and friends and time devoted to perusal 
of that in literature which gave her most 
pleasure. She retained a youthfulness of 
mind and respect for continued existence 
that was remarkable in one of her years, 
something that is rarely seen in age and in 
one of her sound mental perceptions. 
One would hav thought life with all its 
sternness, and failure to do for her what 
she had a right but was too wise to expect, 
would hav killed out her faith and feeling, 
toward which she ever maintained the 
most perfect trust. But no. Life to the 
evening before her. departure was-to her, 
with all its trials, a respected epoch. 
These traits in her character carried her 
over many a rough life-walk none the 
worse for the experiences, and added 
greatly to the pleasant passage of her last 
years, 

Others of her age whom life had treated 
harshly might sit in corners reserved for 
age and mourn over past life and broken 
fortunes. But as for her, all she asked 
was the light and hope of youthful faces, 
and she was young with the best of them. 
My grandmother, and one of our family 
for many years, I write truthfully of her. 

She always read and had a kind word for 
Tue TRUTH Srexer, and particularly the 
young folks’ department, and I hope the 
young folks who read this may profit by 


facts I hav related concerning her long 
and useful life. 
Mavpr Monytacu Morrison. 

Sugar Run, Pa., May 14, 1893. 

—_— 

What the Little Folks are Saying. 

A little fellow of four years of age in a 
‘town in the West was playing with a lawn 
mower and cut his finger off so high up 
that in fixing it the doctor had to take 
off more of it, and leave him with none. 
He stood it all very bravely and scarcely 
cried at all, but his mother was dreadfully 
distressed at having her boy’s hand so 
mutilated and cried a great deal. So, 
while the doctor was finishing with dress- 
ing the finger the little fellow looked over 
at his mother and said, ‘‘Don’t cry so 
much, mamma; it'll grow out again.” 

——— 
A Popular Error. 

Not long ago I saw a plump and well- 
fed child that had a pet kitten that it 
treated very badly. . It lived near to me 
and I could hear the kitten howling with 
hunger and cold, and sometimes I would 
feed it, but it was so sick and weak that 
it could not gain strength and finally it 
died. The little girl’s mother did not 
pay the rent that she owed, though she 
had the money to pay it with, but she 
would giv the child money when it went to 
Sunday-school, to put into the contribu- 
tion box to send to the missionaries in 
India to teach the little Hindoo children 
the Christian religion. In India the chil- 
dren are taught by their parents that all 
animals must be treated kindly, and if the 
little Hindoos knew that children in this 
country let their pets freeze and starve 
they would think it would be a very proper 
thing to send missionaries over here to 
teach them kindness to animals. In Eng- 
land some of the children of English par- 
ents but born in India hav learned this 
of the Hindoo children, and on caming to 
England hav started societies of children 
in which all the members agree to do no 
injury to animals for sport and to try to 
keep other children from hurting them. 
The religion that allowed the mother to 
giv money to the Sunday-school but re- 
fuse to pay her rent, and that let the little 
girl starve her kitten to death, cannot be a 
very good one. Those who believe in it 
think that there is a very big and very 
savage person up in the sky, shaped like a 
man, but a great deal stronger. They 
think he has a very bad temper, and if he 
is not worshiped and his religion is not 
taught to those who do not know it he 
will be very angry and hurt some one. So 
his followers will keep money for him that 
they owe for rent and they will go to Sun- 
day-school and sing while the poor kitten 
is starving at home. When people are 
cruel to animals they soon get cruel in 
their treatment of each other. 

A LIBERAL. 


<= 
Correspondence. 


Buruinaton, Ia., May 21, 1898. 
Drar Miss Wrxon: This is wy first let- 
ter to the Corner. My father has taken 
Tue TRUTH SEEKER for a longtime. Ilike 
to read the Children’s Corner very much. 
Iam ten years old. I go to school and 
study arithmetic, geography, grammar, 
reading, writing, and drawing. Well, I 

will close. Peart E. MosENA. 


CORNPLANTER, PA., May 5, 1893. 

Miss Wrxon, Fall River, Mass.: I hav 
written an account of my grandmother’s 
life and desire it printed in your depart- 
ment of the paper should you deem it 
suitable. Shortly before her death my 
little sister read her the letter of a grand- 
parent which appeared in your depart- 
ment. She remarked that she would like 
to hav the young folks know something of 
the story of her life; said some day she 
voma write and giv them facts regarding 
it. 

Idonot remember that you bav inserted 
anything of like character, but concluded 
no harm would be done should I write you. 
Should the nature of the contribution 
prove no bar to its insertion, you will con- 
fer a favor on me by allowing its appear- 
ance, Mauve M. Morrison. 

Bronston, Ky., May 24, 1893. 

Dear Aunt Susan: I will write another 
letter to the Corner, as I am still a Free- 
thinker. It has heen a very nice spring. 
Ihav been to church this spring. One 
day I went, and a preacher got up to pray; 
he said, ‘‘The Lord has been with us an 
hour, and I hope he will be with us the 
next hour.” I suppose he did not want 
his company any longer. Our Sunday- 
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school lesson was about Job, the other 
Sunday, where the Lord let Satan try 
Job’s religion. If the Lord knew every- 
thing, why did he let Satan bring so much 
trouble on Job? 

Iam going to Sunday-school Sundavs. 
The boys and girls were talking to me 
about fishing on Sunday. I told them 
that it was not a bit of harm, and I would 
go again. I wish some of the boys and 
girls would write to me. 

My address is Bronston, Ky., Pulaski 
county. Your little Freethinker, 

QERTIE STIGALL. 


GOLD. SILVER. 


MINES AND STOCKS. 


CHAS. F. BLACKBURN, 
Mining Geologist, Seattle, Wash. 


Special attention given to the expert examina- 
tion of mineral properties in the United States 
and British Columbia. 


MINES BOUGHT AND SOLD. 


Precious Metal Mines a Specialty. Can 
furnish any kind of mineral property—Platinum, 
Gold, Silver, Quicksilver, Nickel, Copper, Lead. 
Antimony, Iron, Manganese, Mica, and Coal. Also 
Slate, Granit, Limestone, and Sandstone quarries. 


RICI] GOLD AND SILVER MINES FOR SALE 


Rare bargains in gold quartz, gold placers, and 

old-silver galena mines in Kootenay and Cari- 
too districts, British Columbia. Only a few 
hundred dollars will buy valuable mining inter- 
ests, a bonanza for a fe w thousand. Core spond: 
ence solicited; sampling, assays and mill tests; 
all work strictly scientific; investments carefully 
placed; bargains guaranteed; twenty years’ 
mining and geological experience. 


MILLIONS IN THE MOUNTAINS ! 
METAL. MINERAL. 
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“Everybody's Law Book,” 


Is the title of the new 768 page work prepared by 
J Alexander hoones, LL.B., member of the New 
York bar. , 

It enables every man and woman to, be their 
own lawyer. Itteaches what are your rights and 
how to maintain them. When tọ begin a lawsuit 
and when to shun one, It contains the useful in- 
fo:mation every business man needs in every 
state in the Union. It contains business forms 
of every variety useful to the lawyer as weli as to 
all who have legal business to transact. 

Inclose #2 for a copy, or, inclose two-cent post- 
age ane for a table of contents and terms to 
agents. Address BENJ. W. HII CHCOCK, Pub- 
lisher, 385 Sıxth avenue, New York. 

zt 


WANTED.—A Liberal with $100 to $200 capital, 
who will go in partnership on a farm, will meet a 
good « pportunity by addressing the underrigned 
fur fur her particulars. The farm is situated in 
the northern part of Alabama. G. DIERS, 


SUSAN WIXON'S BOOKS, 


All in a Lifetime. A Liberal Romance. 


12mo, 300 pp., $1. 


Apples of Gold. And Other Stories for 
oys and Girls. 12mo, 383 pp., $1.25. 


The Story Hour. An Exceptionally Hand- 
some and Interesting Book, Without Supersti- 
tion, for Children and Youth The Only Free- 
thinkers’ Children’s, Story-book ever issued. 
t i full-page illustrations and 25 smaller; large 
tvpe, heavy, toned paper, broad margins, illus- 
trated covers; 4to, 224 pp., boards, $1. 

Address, THE TRUTH SEEKER Co. 


Col, A. @ Ingersoll’ 


ARGUMENT 


IN THE 


Reynolds Blasphemy Trial, 


At Morristown, N. J. 


This is the greatest argument ever madein a case 
of this kind, and will be a model for the Bar so 
long as the Christians use force to repress free 
speech. Its legal acumen is unsurpassed, its elo- 
quence never equaled. Wherever Christian per- 
secution is going on this argument should be 
freely circulated, read to the Christians, and ex- 
pounded on every occasion. 

In paper, 35 cents; in cloth. 50 cents. 
Addresg THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette place, New York. 
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Just Out.—25 Cents.—Five Copies for $1. 


. A Liberal living in Michigan said once that h ld give $25 
zor £ to liave, the Crimes oi Preachers recorded, as the tre Tt enk 
sters p nt aps 
Doesensas to mako mer teen: showed how little value Christianity 


e have just issued the Fourth Edition of i 
The additions for this new edition “of Sine ® eS Cope nenia 


“í Crimes of Preachers” 


shows nearly 400 cases of ministerial duct. While those i 
vious editions show that within a few yoars about saci cd 


1300 MINISTERS HAVE BEEN GUILTY 


of one kind or another of criminal conduct. Most of the crimes 
are against women, for the fair sex are at once, the weakness and / 
the prone of the church—“ the church” meaning of course the 

, Notwithstanding the many additional pages, we have kept the ly 
price the same, 25 cents. Send for a copy, and confound the church. © 
men. Show them just what sort of scamps are the clergy who have 
closed the World’s i 


sed J ld’s Fair on Sunday. because it is so hol di ch’ 
paintings in Gis bonnie Sunday. hı so holy a day that to look upon mach'nerr or 
THE TRUTH SEEKER, £8 Lafayette Place, New York. 


BOOKS 


SALADIN 


(W. STEWART ROSS), 


i 
“ 


N 


<> 


Editor of the 


LONDON AGNOSTIC JOURNAL 


GOD AND HIS BOOK: 


thi Colonel Ingersoll wrote tothe author: ‘‘ You have earned the 

thanks oP an whe Tenlly think tee work of vast research, of sound criticism, of caustic 

humor, of sledgehammer vehemence, of scathing satire, of pathos and | eloquence, tis one of 

the heaviest iconoclastic broadsides ever fired at the Jewish God and the Bible. ‘ 
Cloth, gold letters, $1.25. 


WOMAN: HER GLORY, HER SHAME, AND HER GOD. 


. Arc on Farrar said that * Christianity elevated the woman; it shrouded 
as with a nak o ae Ahonen the tender years of the child.” The object of Baladin’s Work 
is to show the archdeacon his error, and he has succeeded. English wiiter_said of it: 
“This certainly is one of the most marvelous books ever issued from the press. 
ties cited are unquestionable, and the result is convincing. 

In two volumes, cloth, gilt-lettered, $2.50. 


JANET SMITH: A PROMISCUOUS ESSAY ON WOMAN. 


This is one of the most delightful of Saladin’s books, a dissection of woman, with inci» 
dental tearing apart of man—caustic, sarcastic, yet philosophical withal, and permeated with 
a tender reverence tor woman and exalted opinion of what she isand should be. 


touches of genius, and bursts of eloduence. q , y 
go past her. and stick in the man behind her, and it serves him about right. 
Cloth. uncut edges, gilt top, 31- 


CHRISTIANITY AND THE SLAVE TRADE. 


densation of the known facts upon this subject, proving that Christianity did not 
abolich ont sided this infamous traffic in human beings. To which are added such comments 
as only Saladin can make. In paper, 80 cents. 


THE TRANSITION. 


sideration of the antagonism of the Bible and science, and of the question whether 
the vance allegorical portions of the Christian Bible can be interpreted by modern science, 
In paper, 20 cents. 


ROSES AND RUE. 


eing Random Notes and Sketches. Some of its subjects are: A Last Interview with a 
Man a dens p Essay on Stirpiculture; Asceticism and Superstition; Capital Punishment; 
Poverty; Godin the Constitution; Bruno; Gods; Witchcraft, etc. This may be called Sala- 
din’s own book, for itis poetry in prose, and is one of the books that lovers of strong literature 
like to read again and again. Yn cloth, gold- and silver-lettered, $1.50. 


LAYS OF ROMANCE. 


This book reminds one of Sir Walter Scott, being romantic, historio verse, aglow in every 
page with the energy of a true and high poetic genius. 
Cloth, gold-lettered, 75 cents. 


ISAURE and OTHER POEMS. 


title poem is a story of intense passion, touchingly told. The other twenty. poems 
are make frag rant, thought? „and every ‘Verse reveals the thinker, observer, and reformer. 
Every page glows with passion and throbs with life. 
Cloth, gold-lettered, 75 cents. 


A FEARFUL FLOGGING. 


By one who enduredit. Based upon a manuscript in the possession of Baladin 
in paper, 10 cents. 


THE AGONIES OF HANGING. 


Studies in Psychology. By one who was cut down from the gallows. Printed from manu- 
script in the hands of Saladin. In paper, 10 cents. : 


WHIRLWIND SOWN and REAPED. 


i i d villainy founded on fact. Of this book the Open Oourt 
aid: Aarin g erical erime an aame: aag terest than Helen Gardener’s story, ‘ Ta 
his Your Son, My Lord?” In paper, 25 cents. 


THE CONFESSIONAL. 


i that infamous religious rite. Contents: Licentiousness of the Pre- 
Retorn Aara Loshecy of the Confestional: The Priest in Absolution; Qonfesiions g 
the Escaped Nun; Extracts from Dens and Liguori; Examination of the Church 8G sim $0 
have Fostered Learning; Her Atte: pts at Continency even more Ruinous than Her la 


Most of the satirical shafts aimed at; the woman 


Indulgence; The Relative Criminal Statistics of Catholicism and Protestantism 
fh paper, 25 cents. 
For all of these worka sddrase 
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HAND-BOOK 


OF 


FREETH OUGHT. 


By W. S. BELL. 


Containing in condensed and systematized form a 
vast amount of evidence against the ae doc- 
ie trines of Christianity, As a book of reference and aid 
$ to all truth seekers it is invaluable. Its classification 
of subjects makes it a hand-book. As Ingersoll said of 
it enables somebody in every village to “corner the parson.” Its wide 
and Freethought. Price, 
HE TRUTH SEEKER. 
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ine's “Age of Reason,” ) e te 
Tanes of subjects include all the disputed points between Christianit: 
Rh. . 


dress 


The authori- 


I A merciless 
satire upon certain of the couventional foibles of the day, full of facts, fancies, truths, rare 


REDUCTION IN PRICE OF A GREAT BOOK. - 


The book has had a phenomenal sale for so 


“Men, Women, and Gods,” and we give our readers the pecuniary 


et 


With the eighth edition of 
Winwood Reade’ s “ Martyre 
dom of Man,” the cost of 
i! production has been lese 
Hi sened so that we can reduce 
the price from $1.76 to 


$1.00. 


heretical a work, second only to Helen Gardence® 


enefit of it. The 


“MARTYRDOM OF MAN” 


interestingly pictured synopsis of universal history, showing what the race has undergone 
A he en rise to its. present plane. It shows how War and Religion have been oppres- 
sive factors in man’s struggle for Liberty, and the last chapter, of some 150 pages, describes hia 
intellectual struggle from the animal period of the earth to the present, adding an outline of what 
the author conceives would be a religion of reason and love. The chapters are: 


WwW AR preset. Western Asia, the Persians, the Greeks, the Macedonians, Alexandria, the 
Ld 


henicians, Carthage and Rome, Roman Africa, t 


RELIGION. ieir Ses, 


med, Descrip 


e Arabs. 


of Religion, the Israelites, the Jews, the Prophets, 
e Christians, Arabia, Mecca, Character of Moham. 
rica, the Mohammedans in Central Africa. 


Ancient Europe, Invasion of the Germans. the Castle, the Town, the 
LI BERTY Church, Venice, Arab Spain, the Portuguese, Discoverers, the Slave Trade 


Abolition in Europe, A 


O. 


INTELLECT sen, Peot, ot Pe Tart, Origin of Myn 


lition in America, Materials of Human History. 


and Early History, 
are of the Human Race, The 


Religion of Reason and Love. 


Price reduced from $1.75 to $1.00. 
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WAS +9 paagED(G-—-—— 


CHRIST «© = «= 
—32ace-— CRUCIFIED? 


By AUSTIN BIERBOWER. 


A judicial consideration of the question,and the 
decision against the scriptures and the Christian 
tradition. Price, 10 cents. Address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Pro ana Con ot 


Supernatural Religion, 


Have We a Supernatural, Inspired. Mirac 
ulous Religion? 


By E. L. Gyo. Paper, % cents; cloth, 30 cents 


Good Books for Liberally In« 
clined People. 


The Last Tenet; Imposed npon the Khan o- 
Tomathoz. B udor Genone, author 
of “ Inguirendo Island.” Copiously illustrated 
with original drawings by Louis M Glackens. 
12mo, 165 pages; cloth, $1.25; paper, 50c. 


Inquirendo Island. A novel. By Hudor 
Genone. 12mo, 853 pages; cloth, $1: paper, 
500. “This book is to me a delightful sur- 
prise. In my judgment it is a stronger piece of 

ction than Edward Bellamy’s ‘ Looking Back- 

ward,’ which at times it reminds one of. It is a 

merciless exposure of Pharisaism and hypoc- 

risy, which is so prevalent in fashionable Chris- 
tianity of to-day. It isa good book, and while 
it will offend many, should be read by all.”— 


The Arena. 

Lecture on the Bible. By Rev. Charles 
Voysey, pastor of the Theistic church of Lon- 
don, with a new introduction by Rev. Herbert 


Taft Root. Paper, 87 pages; 20c. 


God in the Constitntion. By Arthur B. 
Bradford. Paper, 18mo, 18 pages; 100. ` 


Evolntion in its Relations to Evangelical 


Religion. By B. F. Underwood. Paper, 
24mo; 21 pages; Be. 


The Change of Front of the Universe. 
By Minot J. Savage. Paper. 31 pages, 10c. 
A Stndy of Primitive Christianity. By 
Lewis G. Janes. Cloth, octavo, gilt top, uncut 
edges, 319 pages; $1.25. “Dr. Janes is evidently 
a thorough scholar, and one cannot fail to be 
impressed with the care, the honesty, the faith- 
fulness, the impartiality, the love of truth, the 
conservatism exhibited throughout this admi- 


rable volume.”—[{Popular Science Monthly. 


What Can Ethies Do For Us? By 
William Mackintire Salter. Paper, 12mo, 82 
pages, 19c. 

Freedom of Thought and of Speech. By 


William Mackintire Salter. Paper, 12mo, 9 
pages, 10c. 

The Morals of Christ. A comparison 
with the contemporaneous systems of Mosaic, 
Pharisaic, and Greco-Roman ethics. By Austin 
Bierbower. Paper, 16mo, 200 pa es, 50c.; cloth, 
$1. “Mr. Bierbower has carefully analyzed the 
old-world ethical systems which chiefiy con- 
cern the modern civilized world, and in this 
book he has so classified the elements revealed 
by that analysis as to give them a high scien- 
tific value. His book 18 almost as systematic ag 
a treatise upon one of the exact sciences, and 
stands in fine contrast to the rambling, ethical 
discussion of which we hear so much and which 
leads us nowhere.”—[Chicago Daily News. 


Liberty and Life. Seventeen discourses 
on the applications of scientific truth to morals 
and religion. By E. P. Powell. 12mo, 208 pages; 
cloth, $1; paper, 50c. “Strong: even bold, 
essays on ethical and religious subjects. They 
are the work of a man of vigorous intellect, who 
has studied the doctrine of evolution long and 
carefully, and has not found it necessary to 
abandon all his old reverences. The discourses 
are full of interest to the casual reader by rea- 
son of their fund of anecdote and biographic 
citation, and_to the seeker for religious and 
moral truth they offer many helps.”—(Literary 
World. 

Evolution and Christianity. A Study. 
By J. C. F. Grumbine. Cloth, square 18mo, 
75 pages, 80c. “Mr. Grumbine’s statements are 
sound and well Put. His book is the fruit of 
wide reading and investigation. Itisa helpful 

. one, is thoroughly interesting reading, and its 
presentation of the relation between evolution 
and Christianity includes much valuable 
thought.”—[{Buffalo Express. 

Lessons From the World of Matter and 
the World of Man. By Theodore Parker. 
Selected from notes of unpublished sermons by 

ufus Leighton. 12mo, 430 pages; cloth, $1.25: 


paper, 50c. . 
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| Jew Publications. 


Unless otherwise specified, all publica- 
tions noticed here can be had of THE 
TRUTH SEEKER Company, at the price 
named. 


Henry D. THorzav. By F. B. Sanborn. 
Boston: Houghton, Mifflin & Co. Cloth, 
portrait, 324 pp., price $1.25. 

. Some men excel in intellect, others in 

feeling and benevolence, and others in 

will power. This biography is of one who 
excelled in all these. Many extracts from 
his writings our subscribers will remem- 
ber seeing in the corners of our pages and 
in the department of ‘‘Gems of Thought.” 

An exposition of his character is given by 

us on the editorial pages this week, to 

which readers are referred. 

The biography is a satisfactory one. 
Its first chapter deals with Thoreau’s 
“ Birth and Family.” Its second, with 
“his ‘‘ Childhood and Youth.” Asa knowl- 
edge of his early environments will aid to 
an understanding of him, in the next two 
chapters we learn about ‘‘ Concord and Its 
Famous People,” and ‘‘The Embattled 
Farmers,” which aligned cultivators 
formed an incident in Concord annals. The 
speculations and sky-aspirings of ‘‘The 
Transcendental Period” which so largely 
molded Thoreuu are next limned for us. 
In ‘‘Early Essays in Authorship” we de- 
lightedly find productions of fine merit 
and noble sentiment emanating from our 
-youthful Freethinker. ‘Lhis person in the 
next chapter has ‘‘Friends and Com- 
panions,” and in the succeeding one seeks 
his ‘Walden Hermitage.” °‘ Horace in 
the Role of Mæcenas,” the title of the next 
chapter, means that Horace Greeley 
played to Thorean the part of patron sus- 
tained by the ancient Mæcenas to needy 
genius—at least, he attempted it, and 
prosecuted it with such success as our 
writer’s independent spirit permitted him. 
. In the next chapter Thoreau is beheld 
“In Wood and Field.” Chapter xi ex- 
hibits admirable ‘‘ Personal Traits and So- 
cial Life.’ As “Poet, Moralist, and 
Philosopher ” our Concord idealist and 
Antichristian is next surveyed. His ‘‘ Life, 
Death, and Immortality ” conclude. 


‘*Mohammedanism is largely on the in- 
crease in the British West African colony 
of Sierra Leone, one-tenth of the popula- 
tion now being of that faith. A state- 
aided branch of the Church of England 
exists there, and practically all denomina- 
tions of Christians hay missionaries in the 
colony, but Islam gains on them. Islam 
is rapidly gaining ground in England, has 
a very encouraging foothold in America, 
and is destined to become the Universal 
Religion, much sooner than even some of 
its most earnest advocates imagin.” The 
foregoing statement we copy from .a new 
paper, the Moslem World, started in New 
York to spread Mohammedanism in this 
nation. Now, if the statement is true, we 
don’t feel like giving the paper a notice in 
these columns. If the prediction is likely 
to be fulfilled, we shall be indispoged to giv 
the cause aid of this or any kind. We 
don’t want Islam to become ‘‘ the Univer- 
sal Religion.” We don’t want any relig- 
ion at all. But as we think Islam likely 
to be only Christianity’s rival at the most, 
and nota faith of world-wide prevalence 
and consequently unprecedented despot- 
ism, we will accord its organ a line or two. 
Besides, Islam is not so bad a religion as 
Christianity; and we favor several religions 
as a less evil than one, for they involve less 
intolerance; and moreover, this paper by 
reprinting one of Toa TRUTH SEEKER’S 
articles extends to us friendly overtures. 
It is of goodly size and handsomely 
printed. It is to be issued weekly, at 
$2.50 a year. Among the notices that it 
has obtained from American papers are 
two on the very signal point of the differ- 
ence between Mohammedanism and Chris- 
tianity in their treatment of liquor- 
drinking. These we will reproduce. The 
Poughkeepsie, N. Y., Hagle says: ‘* What 
has become of the project for a Prohibition 
church? The Eagle suggests that when 
that church is founded it embrace Moham- 
medanism and offer itself as the first con- 
-vert to the American Mohammedan mis- 
‘sionary who has recently landed in New 
York. The Bible is not exactly sound on 
the rum question, but the Koran leaves 
nothing to be desired.” The Detroit, 
-Mich., Journal says: ‘''The total abstain- 
ers ought to encourage Alexander Webb, 
the Mohammedan now in this country, for 
a drunken Mussulman is a rare sight. 
lady who has made a tour of Egypt.says 
she nor none of her party ever saw an in- 
toxicated man. Her dragoman told her 
that if, on a doctor’s order, his wife was 
to take brandy and died with the brandy 
in her stomach, God would not receive 
her into heaven. St. Paul’s advice to 
Timothy, about a little wine for the 
stomach’s sake, does not go down with a 
Mohammedan.” 

Freethinkers’ attempts at poetry nearly 
always contain a good deal more of sense 


than the effusions of Christians. We hav 
rarely read one, however rude its form 
judged by the critics’ rules, that did not 
seem to us pleasing, conveying wholesome 
truths necessary for the people to learn, 
in an agreeable and easy form. Mr. A. 
Eastcn, of Chicago, has written a -poem 
called ‘‘Mortal Man” which turns that 
reputedly important individual about, and 
over, and we may say inside out, and in 
short surveys philosophically every- 
thing of leading importance about him. 
The views, taken from a Freethinker’s 
viewpoint, we think wuch more sensible 
than those of Pope’s ‘‘Essay on Man.” 
The author says that 


“‘Creeds are ingenious the’ries of the 


rain 
By one set forth that hosts with zeal main- 
tain. 
We censure all, yet cling to one alone, 
Nor know we why nor comprehend our 
own.” 


This poem is printed in a little paper- 
covered book which we imagin sells for no 
more than 25 cents. 


The Truth Seeker Library. 


The World’s Sages, Thinkers, and Re- 
formers. The Biographies of three hun- 
dred of the most distinguished teachers and 
philosophers (who were not Christians), from 
the time of Menu to the present. By D.M. Ben- 
nett. 1,075 pages, 8vo. Cloth, $3; leather, $4; 
morocco, gilt edges, $4.50. E SAA 

Supernatural Religion. An inquiry into 
the reality of divine revelation. Decidedly the 
most thorough and exhaustive work on_the 
claims of supernaturalism ever written. By F. 
W. Newman, Emeritus Professor of the London 
University. 1,115 pages, 8vo. In cloth, $4; 
leather, $5; morocco, gilt edges, $5.50. 


The Great Works of Thomas Paine. 
Including The Age of Reason, Examination of 
Prophecies, Reply to Bishop of Llandaff, Let- 
ters to Mr. Erskine, Essay on Dreams, Letter 
to Camille Jordan, The Religion of Deism. 
-Common Sense, The Crisis, and the Rights of 
Man; the whole preceded by the Life of Paine, 
and a steel-plate portrait. 800 pages, 8vo. 
cee $3; leather, $4; morocco, gilt edges, 

50. 


Analysis of Religious Belief. An ex- 
amination of the Creeds, Rites, and Sacred 
writings of the World. By Viscount Amberley, 
son of the late Lord John Russell, twice Pre- 
mier of England. Complete trom the London 
edition. 745 pages, 8vo. In cloth, $3. 

The Gods and Religions of Ancient and 
Modern Times. Vol. I gives a full ac- 
count of all the gods the nations of the earth 
have worshiped, including, Jehovah, Satan, the 
Holy Ghost, Jesus Christ. ingin Mary, and the 
Bible. 835 pages, 8vo. Vol. describes fully 
all religious systems of the world, including 
Judaism, Mohammedanism, and Christianity; 
the latter occupying 372 peges being fully gone 
into, 949 pages. By D. M. Bennett. rit- 
ten in prison at Albany. In cloth, $3 per vol- 
ume. or $5for the two volumes; in leather, $7; 
in morocco, gilt edges, $8 


The foregoing volumes are called “The Truth 
Seeker Library.” all are ordered together and 
sent by express, one dollar will be deducted from 


the prica of each. 


Christianity a Fiction. 


Astronomical and Astrologic- 
al Origin of ali Religions. 
By DR. J. H. MENDENHALL. 


Explanatory notes compiled and arranged by 
the late Jonathan M. Roberts. Price, 50 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Self-Contradictions of the Bible, 


1 441— — è 
Moral, Theological, Historical, and Speculative 
Propositions. 


Prisca, es ° ° ” - 15 cents 


AN OUTLINE OF THE 


FRENCH REVOLUTION, 


Ite Causes and Results. 
By W. S. BELL. Paper, 12mo, 25 cts. 


e. e x 4 e y 
Paine Vindicated 
Reply to New York server. 

By R. G. INGERSOLL. 
With “A ROMAN CATHOLIO CANARD.” 
Price, 15 cents. 


Holy Bible Abridged. 


The passages unfit fur family reading. 
Panar. Q cantar cloth. AN cente. 


Creed of Christendom. 


its Foundation Contrasted with Its Superstructure, 
By W. R. GREG. 


Complete ‘= tma! toma rmn et KA 


Spiritualism Sustained, Priestly 


FIVE LEOTURES. 
By John R. Kelso, AcRe 
12mo, cloth, 81.00. 


THE HOLY CROSS SERIES 


The Popes and Their Doings. Biograph- 
ical sketches of the most noted of these vicars 
of Christ and vicegerents of God, showing what 
they have done, and what kind of men they were. 
It contains very plain statements, in very nuU- 
varnished language, and the unmasking 18 com- 
plete, proving them to have been cruel, in- 
triguing, and licentions men. Considering the 
rapid growth of Catholicism in this country, 
this book cannot be too widely disseminated. 
Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 

The Awful Disclosures of Maria Monk, 
as exhibited in a narrative of her sufferings dur- 
ine her residence of five years as a novice, and 
two years as_a black nun, in the Hotel Dien 
Nunnery, at Montreal. Perhaps not any anti- 
Catholic book published has created more ex- 
citement, and had such a circulation as this 
work. To counteract its effects the Catholics 
circulated a story that Maria Monk was ‘“‘no 
better than she should be,” but investigation 
disclosed that her “ child of shame” was none 
other than the child of her priest-seducer. 
Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth 75 cents. 

Auricular Confession and Popish Nun- 
neries. By Wm. Hogan, for tweuty-five 
years a confessing priest. A revelation of the 
licentious practices of the priests and nuns in 
these religious brothels. There is no question 
that Ex-priest Hogan knew the truth of the 
tales of vice, seduction, and infanticide he gives 
in this volume, and equally there is no question 
that if the people generally knew of them, Ca- 
tholicism would not be given the vast amounts 
of money now allowed it by our various city 
governments. Price, paper, 50 cents, cloth, 75 


cents. 

The Priest in Absolution. A Review of 
the system of auricular confession, including 
copious extracts from the “Confessional Un- 
masked,” from the “Master Key to Popery,” 
etc. The work is a protest against and an appeal 
to every American citizen to examine carefully 
and thoughtfully a religious system so invasive 
of privacy, so powerful for evil in licentions 
hands, so frang] t with danger to female mod- 
esty, to the ingenuous openness of youth, 
and to the freedom of thought, speech, and 
action. Price. paper, 25 cents. 

Priestly Celibacy Exposed. A lecture by 
the Rey. Geo. Townsend Fox, of Durham, Eng- 
land. Revised American edition, showing the 
result in parishes of the Roman decree that 
priests shall not mary. Price, paper, 15 cents. 

Sister Lucy aud Her Awful Disclosures 
Respecting New Hall Couvent, Bore- 
ham, Essex, England, Showing that convents 
are inimical to chastity, virtue, and freedom. 
Price, paper, 10 cents. ; 
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L. K. Washburn’s Works 


Sunday and the Sabbath. ‘‘A law regu- 
lating human conduct on the Sabbath is an im- 
pertinence.” Price, 10 cents. 


The False Teaching of the Christian 
Church. ‘‘The Thirty-nine Articles of 


the Christian church are, thirty-nine poor, 
broken-down opinions.” Price, 10 cents. 


The Foolishness of Prayer. ‘‘ Think of 
aminister’s praying God to kill grasshoppers, 
or trying to induce the Deity to undertake a 
crusade of one against the Colorado beetle!’ 

ce, 10 cents. 


Followers of Jesus. Price, 10 cents. 
Spiritualism: Is It a Faith or a Fact? 


ce, 5 cents. 
Religious Problems. Price, 10 cents. 
Was Jesus Insane? Price, 10 cents. 


The Public Schools and the Catholic 
Church. Price, 5 cents. 


PULPIT, PEW, 
and CRADLE. 


By Helen H. Gardener. 
One of Her Brightest, Wittiest, and 
Strongest Lectures Against 
the Bible. 
Every Woman Should Read It 
and 
Know Her Enemies and Her Friends, 
Price, 10cents. Address this office. 


Force and Matter; 
02, HY 


Principles of the Natural Order of the Uni- 
verse, with a System of Morali 'y 
Based Thereon. 


By Prorzssor LUDWIG BUCHNER, M.D. 


VURTENTS ¢ 
The Fitness of Things in 


Force and Matter, 
Nature (Teleology), 


Immortality of Matter, 


Immortality of Force, Man, E 
infinity of Matter, Brain and Mind, 
Value of Matter, Thought, 
Motion, Consciousness, 


Form, _... Seat of the Soul, 
immutability of Natural Innate Ideas. 
UWS, | e [dea of God, 
Universality of. Natural Personal Continuance, 
WS, Vital Force, 
The Heavens, .` The Soul of Brutes 
Periods of the Creation Frea Will, 


of the Earth, | Merality, 
Original Generation, Concluding Observa 
Secular Generation, tions. 


Arina O16 AAdrascs THR TRTITH QEM Ue 


THOMAS PAINE; 
WAS HE JUNIUS? 


By W. H. BURR. 


Second edition, enlarged _to 82 pages; with the 
best engraved likeness of Paine. Price, 10 cents. 
ddress THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Celibacy Exposed. 


Gems of Phought. 


My extreme love for the truth is the 
only thing that renders me worthy of it.— 
Voltaire. 


A striot observance of the moral pre- 
cepts taught by any, say for instanca. by 
the Christian, religion, must involve the 
ruin of nations and destroy all the bonds 
of society, since we are told that every 
pursuit of earthly objects is incompatible 
with a Christian’s care for the salvation of 
his soul.—Bichner. : 


In his Second Inaugural address, refer- 
ring to the contending Christian elements 
in the civil war, he [Abraham Lincoln] 
says: ‘‘Both read the same Bible and 
pray to the same God, and each invokes 
his aid against the other.” What a com- 
mentary upon the hypocritical assumption 
that Christians possess an infallible moral 
standard, is contained in the above words! 
—Was Abraham Lincoln a Christian? 
by John E. Remsburg. ' 


It may be well enough here to ask the 
question: ‘‘ What is greatness?” A great 
man adds to the sum of knowledge, ex- 
tends the horizon of thought, releases 
souls from the Bastile of fear, crosses un- 
known and mysterious seas, givs new 
islands and new continents to the domain 
of thought, new constellations to the 
firmament ofmind. A great man doesnot 
seek applause or place; he seeks for truth; 
he seeks the road to happiness, and what 
he, Asgertainis he givs to others.—Inger- 
soll. 


Tuose governments which employ the 
most compulsion perform much less than 
those which scarcely ever hav recourse to 
it. Government, by addressing itself to 
the understanding, by engaging the free 
will of its subjects, by acting by means 
purely intellectual. instead of contracting, 
expands and elevates itself; itis then that 
it accomplishes most, and attains. to the 
grandest objects. On the contrary, it is 
when government is obliged to be con- 
stantly employing its physical arm that it 
becomes weak and restrained—that it does 
little, and does that little badly.— Guizot’s 
History of Civilization, : 


No civilization before Christianity! 
Would to God that, in many respects, we 
could turn back the dial of time to an 
hour long prior to that in which the son 
of Mary first saw the sun light up the 
straw in his manger cradle! In many re- 
spects two thousand years hay been lost to 
the world through God. and his Book. 
Founded hospitals, indeed! Down till 
comparativly recent times the fewer hos- 
pitals Christianity founded the better for 
mankind. Her theology overmastered 
every other consideration. The Jews and 
Saracens who did know something of 
medical science, were looked upon as 
wizards and conjurers, and banned and 
persecuted. As soon as Constantine, the 
tirst Christian Emperor, found the scepter 
firmly in his grasp, he suppressed the med- 
ical schools of the Saracens as Pagan and 
out of harmony with the genius of Chris- 
tianity. It is true that certain hot-beds of 
theological quackery, nicknamed hospitals, 
were substituted for the suppressed med- 
ical institutions of the Jew and the Saracen. 
There, instead of Pagan bleeding and 
blistering, there were the Christian 
prayers of the elders and the anointing 
with oil.— Saladin in God and His Book. 


‘Tam watch proves the watchmaker ” 
was his [Voltaire’s] constant argument for 
the existence of God, at every period of 
his life, and he developed it some years 
before Paley was born. While admitting 
God, he denies providence. The universe 
is governed by laws which nothing can 
change,—laws as invariable as those of 
mathematics. Revelation, other than that 
of science, he rejects with his usual gayety 
and scorn. ‘‘I do not assert,” he says, - 
“that I hav demonstrations against the 
spirituality and immortality of the soul; 
but all the probabilities are against those 
doctrins.”” In treating of the nature. of 
virtue, he lays down this simple proposi- 
tion: Virtue is conduct which benefits the 
community; vice is conduct which injures 
the community. Lying, for example, is 
generally = vice, because it is of the 
greatest importance that men ‘should be 
able to believe one another. As to his re- 
ligion he plainly reveals his conviction ` 
that, as then established in Europe, it was 
a system of spoliation and oppression, the 
despots main support and defense. 
Every desolater of the earth began his 
work of massacre and ruin by solemn acts 
of religion, and, while the ground still 
smoked with carnage, hastened to the 
temple to repeat those solemn acts. Nor 
was religion necessary as an ally of virtue, 
since men conspicuous for unbelief, like 
Bayle, Locke, Spinoza, Shaftesbury, Col- 
lins, and others, were men of rigid virtue. 
“‘ Much to be pitied are they who need the 
help of religion to be honest men. ”—Par- 
ton’s Life of Voltaire, é 
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Age of Reason. Pap., 26c.; 
6 copies for $1; clo., 50c. 5 

Age of Reason and Examina- 
ion of the Prophecies. 
Pap., 40c.$ clo., 750. 

A ostie arenei ok Re. 

ious Liberty. ©. 3 

LE Remsburg. pcie, Pap. 
50c.; clo., 750. ~ ` 

Common Sense, Written iv 
1776. 15c._ F 

Crisis. Written During Am. 
Revolution. Pap., 40c.3 clo., 750. 

Great Works. 8vo. 800 pp.. 
clo., $8; leather, $4; morocco 


ilt $4.50. i 
Lie ol BYT E. Remsburg, 


Port. Pap., 50c. 

Life of. With Remarks or 
Comte and Rousseau. By 0. 
Blanchard. Pap., 40c.; clo., with 
portrait, 60c. 

Life of. With Explanatory 
P bierYati ong By G. Vale. Por 
rait. $1. z 

Lithograph of. Heavy plate 
paper. 22x28, $1. 


Political and Religious Re» 
former. By B. F. Under- 


wood. ‘10. 
Political Works: ‘Common 
i “Rights of 


Rights of Man, Answer to 
Burke's Attack on French Revo- 
lution. Pap., 40c.; clo., 75c. 

Testimonials to His Merits. 
Compiled by J. N. Moreau. 10¢ 

Theological Works: ‘‘Age ot 
Reason,” “ Examination of Proph 
ecies,” etc., with Life of Paine 
and steel port. $1.50. 

Vindication of. Reply to N.Y. 
Observer. By R.Q. Ingersoll. 10¢ 


Address The Truth Seeker Company. 


FREETHINKERS' PICTORIAL TEXT-BOOK, 
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SHOWING 


THE ABSURDITY AND UNTRUTHFUL 
NESS OF THE OHURCH’S CLAIM 
TO BE A DIVINE AND BENEFI- 
CENT INSTITUTION, AND RE~ 
VEALING THE ABUSES 
OF A UNION OF 
OHURCH AND 


I 8 5 Full~Page 
Illustrations. 
WITH COPIOUS CITATIONS & 
FACTS, 
HISTORY, 
STATISTICS, 


OPINIONS or SCHOL 
ARS 


TO MAINTAIN THE ARGUMENT OF 
THE ARTIST. 
DESIGNS BY WATSON HESTON 


WITH PORTRAIT OF 
THE DESIGNER. 


The illustrations are classified as follows: 


represent Uncle Sam and the Priests. 
bal The Church Robbing the People. 
od Thanksgiving. 
bse Sabbath Laws. 
* Children and the Church. 
hi Woman andthe Church. 
sd The Church and Thomas Paine. 
Studies in Natural History. 
boi The Bible and Science. 
“ The Clergy and Their Flocks, 
bes Piety in Our Penitentiaries. 
ae The Atonement Scheme. 
ve The Lord and His Works. 
“ ayer. 
bed The Creeds. 
” Christians and Mohammedans. 


2 represent Samples of Christianity’s Work. 
5 A Missionaries. 

= The Lord’s Instruments. 

H Bible Doctrines and Their Resuli 
os The Church and Slavery. 

se Priests and Politics. 

ie Ireland and the Charch. | 

. Church's Idea of Civilization. 

The Uses of the Cross, 

* Unkind Reflections on the Chureh. 
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= Persecutions of the Church. 
` Some Allegories. + 
a Heaven. 

s Misceuaneous. 


A most extraordinary publication. We venture the assertion that nothing, like it has ever bs. 
e i 


‘ore appeared in this country, and it is very doubtful if another one lik 
shed. We must give the Truth Seeker Company the credit of 


) ever again be pab 
atting the book in the reach of all 


At twice the price it would have been a cheap book. Artist Heston as @ portrait-painter and de 


signer is a wonderful succeda, and we judge from our own feelings that nearly every Liberal in 


erica Will desire a copy of t 


is most wonderful volame.—[Freethinkers’ Magazine. 


Mr. Heston deserves to be called the artist-hero of Liberalism. He has dedicated his genius te 
Freethought, and has done faithful and noble work for the cause of right and truth. But the pict- 


ures 


do not make up the whole of this volume. There are nearly,two hundred pages of reading 
` matter that serve first as explanations of the illustrations, and secondly as texts to prove the uttet 
calsity of the church’s professions and the hypocrisy of those who uphold them. 


together the 


ok is one of the best weapons against Christianity and the church that has ever been put in the 


ds of Freethinkers.—{Boston Investigator. 


ae Price, board covers, $2; cloth, $2.80. 
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POPES AND THEIR DOINGS. 


. AOOOUNT OF 
Yicars of Christ and Vicegerents of God. 
Paper, 60 cents; cloth, 76 cents, 


FILE BINDERS. 


Those who preserve the volumes of Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER need & File Binder, which we will send on 
receipt of one dollar. 


INFIDEL 2 
DEATH- s 


©. W. FOOTE. 


BEDS. : 


o—— 


Being true accounts of the passing away of the 
following persons, thus refuting the many Obris- 
tian slanders upon them and others: __ 

Lord Amberley, John Baskerville, Pierre Bayle, 
Jeremy Bentham, Paul Bert, Lord Bolingbroke, 
Francois Broussais, Giordano , o, „Henry 
Thomas Buckle, Lord Byron, Richard Carlisle, 
William Kingdon Clifford, Anacharsis Clootz, An- 
thony Collins, Anguste Comte, Condorcet, Robert 
Cooper, D’Alembert, Danton, Charles Darwin, 
Erasmus arwin, Delambre, Denis Diderot, 
Etienne Dolet, George Eliot, Frederick the Great, 
Gambetta, axl , Isaac Gendre, Gibbon, 
Godwin, Goethe, Grote, Helvetius, Henry Heth- 
erington, Hobbes, Anstin Holyoake, Victor Hugo, 
Hume, Littre, Harriet Martineau, Jean Meslier 
James Mill, Joan Stuart Mill, Mirabean, Robert 
Owen, Thomas Paine, Courtlandt Palmer, Rabe- 
lais, Winwood Reade, Madame Roland, George 
Sand, Schiller, Shelley, Spinoza, Strauss, John 
Toland, Vanini, Volney, Voltaire, James Watson, 
John Watts, Thomas Woolston. 

Price, 25 cents. Address 
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A Popular Account of the Formation and Development 
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By BRONSON D. KEELER. 


Contents: The Hebrew Canon. The New Tes- 
tament. The Early Controversies. The Books at 
First Not Considered Inspired. Were the Fathers 
Competent? The Fathers Quoted as ‘oripture 
Books Which are Now Called Apocryphal. The 
Heretics. The Christian Canon. 

Paper, 60 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


SCIENCE VS, RELIGION, 


oR, THE 
Conflict between Reason and Superstition. 
By T, C. WIDDICOMBE, 
Philadelphia, Pa, 


Price, 10 cents. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


IRON-CLAD AND MANNA SERIES. 


IRON-CLAD SERIES. 


1 Atonement. Charles Bradlaugh........... a 
2 Secular Responsibility. G.J. Holyoake..... 
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4 Influence of Christianity on Civilization. 
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|3 Buddhist Nihilism. Prof. Max Mueller 


10 pidemig Delusions. M: 
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2 Moral Value of the 
25 Freethought and Mod. Progress. Watts.... 
26 Christianity: Its Nature and Influence on 
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28 Thoughts on Atheism. Austin Holyoake... 5 
29 Is there a Moral Governor of the Universe? 
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80 Philosophy of Secularism. Charles Watts.. 5 


38 Is There a God? Charles Bradlaugh........ 5 
39 Labor’s Prayer. Charles Bradlaugh.. ...... 5 
40 Poverty: Its Cause and Cure. M.G. H..... 10 
42 Science and Bible Antagonistic. C. Watts.. 10 
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® New Life of Jonah. 1 5 
10 A Few Words about the Devil 5 
11 New life of Jacob i 5 
12 Daniel, the Dreamer. Austin Holyoake..... 10 
18 Specimen of the Bible: Esther. olyoake. 10 
14 Acts of the Apostles: A Farce. A. H.. ..... 10 
15 Ludicrous Aspects of Christianity. A. H... 10 
5 

5 

5 
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16 Twelve Aposties. Charles Bradlangh....... 
17 Who Was Jesus Christ? C. Bradlaugh...... 
18 What Did Jesus Teach? C. Bradlaugh...... 
19 New Life of Abraham. Charles Bradlaugh. 
20 New Life of Moses. Charles Bradlangh..... 
21 A Secular Prayer. Per doz..... 10 


On orders for Iron-Cladand Manna we will send 
$1.10 worth for $1; $2.50 worth for $2; $5 worth 
for $8, and $10 worth for $6. i 
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1.50 will now buy a reliable AMERI- @ 
N CAN WATCH in strongGOLD PLATED Q 
N Dust Proof Case, Will not vary amin- “4 
Y utein 30days; Iy as durable as any watch 
made. FULLY GUARANTEED. 
\ Ithas AMERICAN patent lever MOVEMENT, '% 
\ Patent Escapement snd Regulator, Lantern Pinion, 
240 beats to minute; No key required to wind and 
aot; weight 4.02.3 exactly like cut; Post-paid for $1.50, 
3 for $4.00, 12 for $16.00. by express. Mention paper 
and wo will include handsome gold plated CHAIN & 
CHARM, AGENTS & Storekeepers send for TERMS, 
Catalogue of 1000 new articles FREE. 


ROBERT H. INGERSOLL & BRO., A 
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CHEAP EDITION. 


Travels in Faith. 


By OAPT. ROBERT 0. ADAM. 


Being the story of his mental journey from 
orthodoxy to Rationalism. 


Price, paper, 25 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


1s Controversy Dangerous? 


By W. F. JAMIESON. 


This little book goes down to the very bed- 
rock of human liberty. 


Price, - x - " 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
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l E i Terms Easy. 

Thirty-five years’ experience. Examinations and Re» 
ports free. Prompt attention. Send Drawing and d 


Seription to L. BAGGER & CO.. Atty’s, Washington, Dw. 


The Colonel Ingersoll Souvenir. 


THE MOST ARTISTIC SPOON MADE. 
STERLING SILVER, MASSIVE, BEAUTIFUL. 


Given Away. 


Iu order to introduce this most artistic of all 
Souvenirs, Ishall present to all patrons who favor 
me with an order for goods, to the amount of 
$20, one of the above spoons, my price $2.50, but 
guaranteed a finer spoon than sold elsewhere for 
$3. And for every additional $20, an additional 
spoon. Or with an order for $10 worth of goods 
I will supply the spoon for $1. 


THE INGERSOLL SOUVENIR 


Is made in the following variety: 


25 cents. 


Tea Spoons, Oxidized. } each $2.50 
10 ounces per doz., 
s +. Oxidized, } “3.00 
14 ounces per doz., 
Oxidized, 
s s gilt bowl, * 300 
10 ounces per doz.,, 
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10 ounces per doz., 
Orange ‘‘ Oxidized, plain bowl, “2.76 
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è “ giit “ “ 8.50 
The 


260 Tea is also supplied etched in bowl, 

“The Time To Be Happy I Now,” or other mot- 
toes, or names. jor fifty cents extra. Parties en- 
titled to spoons may, upon paying difference in 
price, select any other spoon trom aboye list. 

My stock embraces everything usually kept in 
first class jewelry stores. Diamonds guaranteed 
20 per cent below regular market price. Watches 
of every description, Chains, Rings, Necklaces, 

‘Jewelry, Silver anu Plated Ware, Optical Goods 
Ba ges, Gold Pius, Etc. And $1,000 will be paid 
for proof that I hav advanced my prices above 
lowest prices published in any of my latest price- 

sts, on account of the above liberal offer. 

df Freethought Badges are preferred the $2.50 
may be so applied.) 


OTTO WETTSTEIN, 

(Established 1857) Rochelle, IL., 
Designer, of The, Perfected “ Otto Wettstein ” 
Watch; the BeautifulIngersoll Spoon; the Popu- 
lar Freethought Badge. 


Send for pricelists, cards in colors and gold of 
badge, tracts, etc.. free. 


P, 


THE NOTED SPECIALIST, 
For Men Only, 


{s a physician of a wide and extensive practice, 
and his remedies are of the best. e Doctor 
treats all those peculiar diseases of young and 
middle-aged men, as the result of youthful errors 
and excesses, causing Early Decay, Loss of Man- 
hood, Wasting Discharges .Varicocele, Mental 
and, F nysical Debility, Idiocy, Insanity, and 
eath, 

To those afflicted and who are desirous of being 
cured a booklet of some 33 pages will be sent ta 
their address for ten cents, sealed in a plain 
envelope, giving causes and Symptoms of the 
Complaint and a description of the Doctor’s im- 
portant medical discovery -an Outward Applica- 
tion—a positive cure—the only remedy of the 
kind in existence—with evidences of success. 

Address, DR. R. P. FELLOWS, 

: F _ Vineland, N. J. 
And say you saw this advertisement in THE 
TRUTH SEEKER. . 

Dr Fellows is an Infidel. 
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THE LORD SENDS JERRY TO INTERVIEW A COLORED MAN. 


Now the word of the Lord came unto Jeremiah, while he was shut up in the court of the prison: Go 
and speak to Ebed-melech the Ethiopian, saying, Thus sayeth the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel; Behold, I 
will bring my words upon this city for evil, and not for good; and they shall be accomplished in that day 


before thee.—Jere. xxxix, 15, 16, etc. 


“A Digest of Science.” 


THE DYNAMIC THEORY OF LIFE AND MIND: 


Anattempt to show that all Organic Beings are both Con- 
structed and Operated by the Dynamic Agencies 
of their respective Environments. . 


By JAMES B. ALEXANDER. 


Over 400 illustrations, 87 chapters, 1,067 pages, and a 3-column index of 11 pages. 
Price, express prepaid by us, only $2.75. 


i to embrace the field covered by thousands of books, such as those of the 
p me Tiban ‘of Science,” the “International Scientific Series,” etc., by bringing together, in 
simple and direct form, with proper correspondence between them, all of the known factors con- 


tributing toward the origin and evolution of organic beings. 


THEN BEAD A CHAPTER OB VERSE DAILY FROM THIS BIBLE OF 
SCIENCE! . . Tal : 
It is entertaining as well as enlight: ning, and will lead you to “ worth-ship” (worship) nature 
—t. e., appreciate the worth of the Universal Mother. 
You must own this book some day: why not NOW? 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Do you wish to de well informed? 


SABBATH - BREAKING. 


Origin of the Sabbatic Idea— 
The Jewish Sabbath—The 
Christian Scriptures and the 
Sabbath—Eixamination of 
Sunday Arguments—Origin 
of the Christian Sabbath— 


Fathers—The Sabbath dur- 
ing the Middle Ages—The 
Puritan Sabbath—Testimony 
of Christian Reformers, 
Scholars, and Divines—Abro- 
gation of Sunday Laws. 


—BY— 
JOHN B. REMSBURG. 


e 


Price, 25 Cents. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


28 Lafayette place, New York. 


OPEN SUNDAYS. 


RELIGION NOT HISTORY. 


Examination of the Morals and History 
of the New Testament. 
Bz Pror. F. W. HEWMAN Price 25 sents. 


LITTLE LESSONS FOR 


LITTLE FOLKS. 


By MES. E, D, SLENKER. 
Boards, = = " - - 40ceonts. 


“INFIDELS AND CHARITY.” 


A Leaflet showing that the oft-repeated Chris- 
tian statement that Infidels do not contribute 
to nor found charities is a falsehood. Itought to 
be Widely circulated to meet the calumny. Price, 
5 cents; 50_cents a dozen. Address THE TRUTH 
SEExER, B Lafayette place, New York. 


Roaring Lion on the Track. 


By M. BABOQOK. | 
10 cents. 


B G] . a a 


Testimony of the Christian | 


EAGLE BRAND. 


—THE BEST—— 


ROOFING 


Is unequaled for house, barn, factory, or out- 
buildings, and costs half the price of shingles, 
tin, or iron. It is ready for use, and is easily ap- 
plied by anyone. Send stamp for samples, and 
state size of roof. 


EXCELSIOR PAINT AND ROOFING CO., 
Dept. 10, 155 Duane St., New York. 
13618 ; 


“vee HHELL 


From Things heard and seen in the Spiritual World, by 


EMANUEL SWEDENBORG; 
THE LAST JUDGMENT, 


as witnessed by him in 1757. 


Both books (the first in cloth 375 pp. and the second in paper 
x08 pp.) sent by mail for $1.00, Address exactly 3 


Am. Swedenborg Printing & Publishing Society, 


. Dept. **A.9? 20 COOPER UNION, N. Y. CITY. 
6teow17 


LHE SABBATH 
By M. FARRINGTON. 
A Thorough Examination and Ref- 
utatton of the Claims of the 


Sabbatarians. 
Brice, ~ - - = a 


10 cents. 


Pyramid of Gizeh. 


Ancient Egyptian Civilization and Hebrew Nar- 
rative in Genesis and Exodus. 
Ly Van Buren Denstow, LL.D. Price, 15 cents 


MEDICAL. 


If yon need a medicine pay attention to some- 
thing which will cure you. It is known as 


| The Water of Life, 


and is adapted to cnring, more especially, all 
forms of Stomach, Liver. Kidney, and Bladder 
troubles. By injecting this water it will heal all 
sorts of inflammations of the internal organs,such 
cases a8 Piles, Typhoid and other fevers, Bowel 
diseases, Uterine and other forms of Female 
Complaints. It is a Blood Purifier, and is an ex- 
cellent remedy for Catarrh and Lung and Throat 
inflammations. It will heal the nerves, restorin 
lost vigor of mind and body, creating a goo 
appetite and producing sound sleep. It acts 
steadily upon the urine, cleansing the blood by 
means of the kidneys, and acts mildly upon the 
bowels, thereby producing badily habits which 
are so essential to good health. This 


Water of Life 


is sold absolutely pure, as it is pumped from 
the spring, without the addition of any drug 
whatever. Itis Nature's Remedy, pure and sim- 
ple, and nota manufactured article. The : uccess 
it has achieved has come mostly from its friends 
who hav been cured by using it. Send for a 
pamphlet free, containing photo-engraved let- 
ters.and recommendations from those who have 
used it, giving a forty-page history and all par- 
ticulars about this remarkable water, to 


J. R. PERRY, Manager, ` 


m12 34 South Main" Street, Wilkesbarre, Pa. 


JY ews of the Wook. 


A youne woman was found wandering 
near Elizabeth, N. J., saying she was in 
heaven. She is crazy on religion. 


An Italian committed suicide at Santa 
Rosa, Cal., recently because he had no 
education. He left a statement to the ef- 
fect that a man without one had no busi- 
ness to liv.. 


Tax French Catholic church of St. 
Anne at Kankakee, Ill., was struck by 
lightning and burnt down. It was a fa- 
mous seat of miraculous cures. Its shrine, 
the clergy aver, held part of the body of 
the saint. 


` A FASHIONABLY dressed woman entered 
the cathedral at Dubuque, Ia., with the 
purpose of killing Bishop Hennessy at the 
behest of two angels. She was seized 
while offering the prayer preparatory to 
the sacrifice. 


Tax bishop of Seez, France, has just 
published a pastoral letter in which he as- 
sures his flock that the cause of the drouth 
is threefold—the education law, the mili- 
tary law, and the toleration extended to 
Freemasonry. 


Jonn Osmonp, the wife-murderer ex- 
ecuted at Sing Sing, N. Y., by reading his 
Bible and taking counsel with Father 
Creeden became perfectly resigned and 
composed. His last utterance was a mum- 
bling of the Lord’s Prayer as the electrical 
appliances were being adjusted to his leg, 


Mrs. MoKenna, of Keeryville, N. Y., 
carried her baby to St. Paul’s Catholic 
church and laid it on the altar. Then she ` 
knelt before a picture of the Virgin snd 
prayed aloud, offering to God the Taby as 
a living sacrifice. Thereupon she leaped 
on it and attempted to strangle it. A 
crowd that had collected prevented her. 


Rev. Dr. CAMPBELL, professor of church 
history in the Presbyterian College of 
Montreal, Can., is on trial for heresy. He 
said he did not believe in God as portrayed 
in the Old Testament. ‘‘ Why did God,” 
he inquired, ‘‘ allow men, holy men, to err 
in describing the divine character and im- 
puting to him what was not his word and 
deed? The solution of the question is hu- 
man freedom; the greatest thing in man.” 


Norway has sent to the World’s Fair a 
“ Viking ship,” reproducing the craft of 
the ancient Scandinavian sea-kings in 
which, it is said, they visited America be- 
fore Columbus. It has reached New York. 
One of its crew, describing the passage of 
this craft which would not now be reckoned 
very safe in comparison with a modern 
steamer, says that they had no Bible 
aboard but did hav a copy of Ingersoll’s 
works, 


Tax World’s Fair is now on all hands 
pronounced a brilliant success. Its area is 
six times that at Philadelphia. Its build- 
ings are correspondingly grander. The 
exhibits match their setting in magnifi- 
cence. They exceed tenfold those of the 
Centennial exposition. The management, 
notwithstanding some slight flaws, has 
been excellent. Altogether, the Exposi- ` 
tion is without precedent, and will not be 
surpassed in this generation. 


Tue Church of the Chudov Monastery 
at Moscow was recently robbed of a vast 
amount of plate, gems, and money. Police 
arrested the monks, and found secreted 
in the cells diamonds and other gems 
which had been hastily torn from their 
settings, holy robes, and the missing holy 
vessels made of precious metals. A charge 
of sacrilege has been made against the 
monks. ‘his is a crime that is punishable 
in Russia with the most severe penalties. 
The police in searching the monastery 
learned that a number of women had been 
living secretly with the monks, 


OF the Protestants who are pointing out, 
in opposition of the claims of Catholics, 
that Columbus was not a worthy man, 
Rev. Dr. McArthur is the latest to draw 
attention. Referring to various authori- 
ties, who write in different languages and 
from varying points of view, he concludes 
that Columbus was 2 bad man. ‘‘ Neither 
his moral character nor his ability,” says 
the doctor, ‘‘ entitle him to the credit he 
has received. . . . Weare now going 
wild over the Infanta and over the duke of 
Veragua, and we are extolling Spain, a 
country whose territory does not cover 
more than two-thirds of the area covered 
by the state of Texas; of whose popula- 
tion eighty-three per cent are unable to 
read or write. Spain is the poorest and 
most ignorant country in Europe.” He 
quotes from the ‘‘ Cyclopedia of Educa- 
tion ” to show that iiMtaracy dominates in 
Roman Catholic countries. He names 
Spain, Mexico, Italy, and the Argentine 
Republic, where the percentage of illit- 
eracy is above eighty, and says that they 
are worse off in this respect than China, 
where illiteracy stands at only about fifty- 
one per cent. He also draws contrasts 
with other heathen countries. 
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“Thus whether we look to the facts of adapta- 
tion or to those of beauty, everywhere through- 
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evidence of natural causation, while nowhere do 
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supernatural design. .. . _. Adaptation and 
beauty are alike receiving their explanation at 

. the hands of a purely mechanical philosophy. . . 
All nature has thus been transformed before the 
TH E view of the present generation in a manner and 
to an extent that has never before been possible; 
and inasmuch as the change. which has taken 
place has taken place in the direction of natural- 
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The Design Argument. 

One argument of those who assert a design or 
adaptedness in nature showing an intelligent cre- 
ator, is this ancient one of Cicero’s: “Let anyone 
toss up a number of letters ever so many times, 
they will never form a poem, such as the Iliad or 
the Odyssey.” This proposition the Roman orator 
was accustomed to brandish against the Atheistic 
philosophers of his day. - It is to many hopelessly 
perplexing. By corresponding 
say, we are forced to recognize that the particles 
of this world, tossed up ever so many times, could 
never by chance alone hav formed our globe as it 
is. Let the Atheist, they continue, toil as he may 
in his explanations of how the present constitution 
of things could hav come about, we are after all 
obliged to sée that this constitution is a certain 
one, a particular one and only one, among all the 
possible constitutions that presented themselvs eons 
of time ago, and as the chances were so against 
this one among all of them, and it has actually 
. come about, then an intelligent chooser of it must 

hav acted, let him hav used whatever means, of 
evolution or anything else of the sort, you will. 
In other words, they say that the present state of 
things must hav come about by choice because it 
had so many chances against it that it could not hav 
come about otherwise. 

But, the Atheist’s reply should be, we do not 
know that the present combination of atoms in the 
universe is the one that was wanted. We know 
that the combination of letters in the Iliad is what 
was wanted solely from our knowledge of the nature 
of the writer; and so to know that the combination 
of atoms in the universe was wanted we must be 
possessed of knowledge of its creator; but there is 
no such knowledge. 

The letters of the alphabet must necessarily 
fall in some combination. Suppose then that on 
their making what we call nonsense the tosser-up 

‘claims that this unintelligible combination is just 
what he had previously chosen for them. We dis- 
prove this by a reference to the character of the hu- 
man mind which does not desire such a thing, but 
desires a result of the character of a poem. So too 
the atoms of the universe must necessarily hav 
formed some combination. If we say that, for all 
we know, a combination of any kind would hav 
suited a creator as well as the present, this can be 
disproved solely by a reference to the divine mind 

-which does not desire such a thing, but desires a 
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reasoning, they’ 


result of the character of the present one. Now, 
who will show that the divine mind is of such nat- 
ure? . Where is the information as‘to the divine 
mind? Name it. 

There would of course hay been enormous 
chances against any particular constitution of things 
chosen eons ago coming about to-day. The chances 
against it would hav been so vast that a fulfillment 
of the choice we should be forced to attribute to 
some intelligent being designedly gratifying the 
chooser’s wish. If we could learn that at a moment 
ages ago a god underwent the psychological ex- 
‘Tareas of desiring that the world should be as it 
is at the present moment, then on our turning to 
the world now and finding it thus we should affirm 
divine agency in making it so. But the trouble is, 
we can learn of no god’s desiring that it should be 
so. It had to be some way or other, and though 
the chances are vast against each way in particular, 
we hav no ground to think strange any way in 
which we now find it to be. Dice when thrown hav 
to turn up some number, and though after an hour’s 
throwing we admit that there was beforehand an in- 
finity of chances against the particular series of 
numbers that hav turned up, we do not discredit 
the fact that they hav turned up thus when so as- 
sured by a friend. And we do not ascribe to the 
thrower an intention to turn them up thus, nor 
would we believe that he had such an intention if 
we were so told. ; 

We must distinguish between the improbability 
of a picked thing happening, before the event ; and 
the improbability of something having happened, 
after it. Many events are improbable to us before 
they hav happened, or before we are told they hav 
happened, which are not in the least incredible 
when we are.told of their happening. The distinc- 
tion is that between the improbability of a mere 
guess being right, and the improbability of an 
alleged fact being true. So in this case of the uni- 
verse having come out as it is, we are to make this 
discrimination: that it is not a case of amere guess 
having been right, or of a particular result having 
been chosen long ago and now coming about 
despite infinit chances against it, for we cannot 
show that this result was guessed or chosen then; 
but it is a case of an alleged fact being true, of the 
truthfulness of the assertion by a present-day ob. 
server that the universe has fallen out as it has. 

God, through the mouths of his prophets, must 
name which side of the copper is going to turn up 
before the throw. The declaration by those 
prophets after the throw that he had named the 
right side beforehand,.cannot be entertained. The 
boy cannot accept his playmate’s assertion, after 
heads has been turned, that heads was what that 
playmate wished; and we, if we desire to maintain 
ourselvs on the intellectual level of the boy, must 
not credit the preacher’s assertion, ater the uni- 
verse has been turned, that the universe was what 
the preacher’s God wished. 


Christ Was Not a Philosopher. 

A friend writes us these queries: “ Was Christ a 
philosopher? If so, why? If not, why?” 

A philosopher is one who views things in their 
deepest and widest relations. He is distinguished 
from the ordinary man, whose instruction and 
habits of thought are such that he views things in 
relations but narrow or fragmentary. He is dis- 
tinguished from the frivolist, who by choice views 
them only in their superficial and inconsequent 
relations. He is distinguished likewise from the 
practicalist, who views them in those relations 
solely by which they advance or impede his few 


designs. He is distinguished from the religionist, 


who views things in supposed relations which hav 
no existence and are therefore the most barren of 
all, namely supernatural relations. And the phi- 
losopher is, agreeably to some groupings, dis- 
tinguished even from the man of science, since a 
science is considered to be the body of knowledge 
in one particular field only, while philosophy, it is 
said, marshals and reviews the sciences as a whole, 
builds itself on principles deduced from all of them, : 
and is in short a science of sciences. 

Christ was not a philosopher. That he was not 
is evidenced sufficiently by the fact that he was a 
religionist. When we say that a philosopher is 
one who views things in their deepest and widest 
relations, we mean, of course, in their deepest and 
widest causal relations—relations of cause and 
effect. There is, indeed, no other rational way of 
viewing them. Now, a religionist, a supernatural- 
ist, denies or ignores natural causality and views 
things as related and determined by the men- 
tal processes of a supernatural being. Hence his 
mental conceptions, so far from being embodied in 
a framework of “deepest and widest relations,” 
are even not connected by the few and short ties 
of rationality which run between the ordinary 
man’s ideas, but are, if the person be extreme in 
his religionism, connected by no ties at all. A 
religionist is the diametrical opposit of a phi- 
losopher. As Christ was an extreme religionist, he 
was the extreme opposit of a philosopher. 

But besides that part of Christ’s character which 
constitutes him a supernaturalist, there is another 
phase of his nature which we may view, that of a 
discourser on ordinary things on an ordinary level. 
And here he shows himself as far from a philoso- 
pher as in his religious aspect. A philosopher is 
expected to be wiser on any matter whatever, even 
be it a concrete, every-day one, than another per- 
son. The more general is our knowledge of a 
thing the more useful and valuable it is, hence the 
philosopher, who ever aims at knowledge of the 
utmost generality, must possess the most useful 
and valuable knowledge about it. Philosophy is 
only common sense in a high degree. The man 
with the most common sense is the nearest to being 
a philosopher. The man in the village who 
possesses the most common sense is the village 
philosopher. Jesus had no common sense. He 
declared that marriages should be inviolable, ex- 
cept in case of adultery, giving as a reason, “ What 
God hath joined together, let no man put asunder” 
(Matt. xix, 1-12, and v, 31, 32; Mark x, 1-12). 
This absurdly assumes that the act of joining is of 
God and that of separating not of him. It would 
be as possible to claim the divine sanction for the 
dissolution of a marriage as for its formation. 
And in many cases the maxim might be exactly 
reversed. So unfortunate is the result of many 
marriages that it would be easy for a religious in- 
novator to say of them, “ What man hath joined to- 
gether, let God put asunder.” Supposing even 
that the decision of Christ is right, he assigns no 
reasons for it, but simply lays down the law in a 
trenchant manner, without giving us the least clue 
to the process by which he arrived at so strange a 
conclusion. It is not in the least likely, as Lord 
Amberley remarks, that the many perplexities en- 
compassing this, and all other questions affecting 
the morals of sex, had ever troubled him. His 
mind was not sufficiently subtle to enter into them. 
The dislike of wealthy men shown by Christ is not 
rational. In it he appears to be moved by none of 
the considerations that now guide certain reform- 
ers who would deprive persons, not of wealth, but 
of that wealth which they acquire unjustly. He 
suggests no economic system better to fill the place 
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of the prevailing one. The only advice he givs the 
rich man is to sell all that he has and giv the pro- 
ceeds to the poor. How beneficial this would be, 
those who know the effect of profuse charity may 
estimate. More indiscriminately still is this aver- 
sion to the rich expressed in the parable of Lazarus 
and Dives. Here, says Amberley, “we are not told 
that the great proprietor had been a bad man, or 
had acted with any unusual selfishness. The ut- 
most we may infer from the language used about 
him is that he had not been sufficiently sensitiv to 
the difference between his own condition and that 
of the beggar. But no positiv unkindness is even 
hinted at. Nor had the beggar done anything to 
merit reward. He had only led one of those idle 
and worthless lives of dependence on others which 
are too common among southern nations. Yet in 


the future life the beggar appears to be rewarded 


merely because he had been badly off; and the 
rich man is punished merely because he had been 
well off (Luke xvi, 19-25), A stronger instance of 
apparently irrational prejudice it would be difficult 
to find.” In Matt. xx, 1-16, we find an attempted 
justification of the giving of the same wages to 
laborers who hav worked vastly different numbers 
of hours. The ridiculousness of this a child would 
notice. Again, nothing could be more distant from 
common sense than punishment without a purpose. 
Men punish to reform the offender and prevent his 
repeating his crime. But Christ in numerous places 
(Luke xvi, 27-31; Matt. xiii, 30, 42, 50; xv, 30; 
xviii, 8,9; xxv, 46; Mark ix, 43-46; iii, 29) declares 
for punishment which can never reform the 
criminals, but which continues forever, when pos- 
sibility of their wrong-doing has passed. Another 
preposterous utterance of Christ is that asserting 
the power of prayer. This, like one or two other 
points noticed in this paragraph, perhaps would 
come as much under the head of Christ’s super- 
naturalism as of his secular lack of common sense. 
But we will treat it here. It, with its like, impel 
some investigators to pronounce Jesus insane. In 
Matt. xxi, 22; Mark xi, 24, etc., he declares that 
prayer can effect anything whatever. This is not 
the language of a person endowed by nature 
with the average wits. Then, in his Sermon 
on the Mount (Matt. y—vii) Christ givs on the ques- 
tion of oaths some reasoning of a degree of sense 
not above that of a Mother Goose rhyme. The 
reason why in oaths we are to avoid the em- 
ployment of the names of various objects, are these 
strange ones: We are not to swear by heaven, be- 
cause it is God’s throne; nor by the earth, because 
it is his footstool; nor by Jerusalem, because it is 
the city of the great king; nor by the head, be- 
cause we cannot make a single hair black or white. 
What would be thought of a person nowadays argu- 
ing that we ought not to swear by our house be- 
cause we cannot make a single brick bigger or 
smaller? In Matt. vi, 25-34, Christ tells us to take 
no thought for the morrow. The constable leading 
the tramp to the workhouse is the commentary 
which collectiv mankind now sees fit to make on 
this piece of advice of the Jewish philosophaster. 
This sage exhorts: “Why do you take thought for 
raiment? Consider the lilies of the field, they toil 
not, neither do they spin: and I say to you that 
not even Solomon in all his glory was clothed like 
one of these. And if God so clothe the grass of 
the field, which exists to-day and to-morrow is cast 
into the oven, will he not much more clothe 
you, O you of little faith?” It is hard to choose 
just which to use among the many replies that 
suggest themselys to this laugh-provoking 
deliverance. But we will say: Solomon in all his 
glory was clothed more splendidly than the lilies; 
and in fact the lilies are not clothed at all, so Christ 
seems to direct us to go naked; and the lilies do 
toil and do spin, being hard at work with their 
chemical labors on soil and air perpetually; and 
God has never been known in one instance to clothe 
“you, O you of little faith.” «Look at the birds 
of the sky,” this sorry attempter at sageship says, 
“ for they sow not, neither do they reap nor gather 
into barns, and your heavenly father feeds them.” 
Birds work for their living just the same as we do 
for ours; they do reap; those who do not work are 


never fed by a heavenly father, but perish of star- 
vation; they do not gather into barns simply be- 
cause they hav wings to go south over winter, and 
if the Lord will furnish us wings too we will not 
gather either; and if we do consider that our 
«heavenly father feeds” them we must perceive 
that he feeds them to a large degree on one 
another, as: the hawk on the dove and the shrike on 
the sparrow, whence it appears that of the system 
arranged for us by this Jewish wiseacre cannibalism 
is to form a part. 

We can imagin, correctly reflects Lord Amberley, 
the havoc that would hav been made in the state- 
ments and arguments of Jesus had Socrates, the 
philosopher of pre-Christian Greece, met him face 
to face and subjected him to his testing method. 
How ill would his loose popular notions hav borne 
a close examination of their foundations; how 
easily would his dogmatic assertions hav been ex- 
posed in all their naked presumption by a few sim- 
ple questions; how quickly would his careless rea- 
soning hav been shattered by the dialectic art which 
would hav forced him to exhibit its fallacies himself 
before the assembled audience ! 

Christ was not a philosopher. 


Preachers vs. Public Transportation. 

In Brooklyn the clergy hav united in a movement 
restraining the transportation of the public by 
the electric cars known as trolley. They make the 
two moderate demands that trolley lines be not run 
on certain avenues, which at present hav the happi- 
ness to hold their blessed churches; and that on a 
certain line already established no gongs be 
sounded on the cars during the hours while they 
are. vending their spiritual wares. These two 
things are wanted because the gongs disturb them 
while they are engaged in said holy vending. The 
granting of the former request of course must in- 
volve inconvenience to the public who need the pro- 
posed car-lines. And concession of the latter de- 
mand necessitates the running down of an occa- 
sional pedestrian by the silent cars. But these 
unpleasantnesses will wear a changed aspect 
to a true Christian—and, it is said, should 
wear one to an unchurchly Infidel—when it is re- 
flected that it is all for the glory of God. 
` The latter road, which is the Atlantic avenue 
line, is largely managed by “Deacon” Richardson, 
a very pious church-member. Rev. Mr. Hender- 
son, the pastor most disturbed thereby, wrote this 
limb of the church a letter requesting cessation of 
the gong-ringing. He added another complaint, 
against an outrage so hideous that it shall find 
record here: 

“It may not be amiss that I mention the fact that on 
last Lord’s day an outrage for which there could be no 
possible excuse occurred in the hauling past our church, 
right in the middle of the morning service, of a load of 
rails. Between the cobblestones and the rails you can 
imagin the noise! The preacher had to pause for some 
two minutes, since not a word could be heard.” 

God-beloved Mr. Richardson ordered that the 
gongs should thereafter emit no sound during the 
time of church services. The motormen accord- 
ingly preserved during the morning and afternoon 
services a silence as reverent as would hav satisfied 
the souls of the Mathers and the Bareboneses of 
days colonial. But in the evening these unregener- 
ate motormen, who plainly giv not their hearts wholly 
to meditation on the ways of the Lord—or the 
preachers—and observance thereof, made con- 
siderable noise. In the darkness many pedestrians 
were unaware of the nearness of the cars,.and the 
motormen sometimes unaware of the proximity 
of pedestrians, so the gongs were sounded to 
warn people and obviate loss of life. The 
corruption of tha human heart is such that it is 
only with vexatious difficulty prevented from taking 
thought for life in this world, instead of devoting 
itself wholly to grace, preachers, and guch-like 
jewels of great price. Thus sadly reflected Pastor 
Henderson, as with grieving heart he penned to 
Deacon Richardson a missiv thanking him for the 
observance of godly quiet during the day, but de- 
ploring that profane activity of the gong—a heathen 
instrument anyway, and therefore undoubtedly sus- 
picious—had marred the rendering of two of his 


most evidently inspired periods at night. The 
deacon with consideration which will redound to 
his comfort on that dreadful day, returned that if 
the holder-forth would station a man by the church 
Sundays to report the number of any car whizzing 
along with gong-using motorman, the latter man- 
serving but God-contemning wight would disgrace 
the cars of the company no more. ; 

Later, we see, the ministers are endeavoring to 
enlist the public in general in their crusade. 

It must be the wish of every devout heart that 
there be a thorough putting-down and sitting-upon 
of those who would allow such things as safety for 
life and limb to embarrass the traffic of the minis- 
terial trade on the day which they hav fixed upon 
therefor. If there be a surplus of funds, and pub- 
lic indignation, left over from the accomplishing of 
this movement, it should be applied to the con- 
founding of those individuals, with windows by 
church belfries, who hav so forgotten themselvs as 
to complain of disturbance from the ringing of the 
divine bells. 


A Book Which We Warmly Welcome. 

We believe that everyone will agree with us in 
warmly welcoming Mrs. Matilda Joslyn Gage’s new 
book, “ Woman, Church, and State,” which is now 
ready. Mrs. Gage is one of a trio—Elizabeth Cady 
Stanton and Susan B. Anthony being the others— 
whose names are household words among the work- 
ers for and supporters of woman suffrage. Two of . 


| this trio, Mrs. Gage and Mrs. Stanton, are out- 


spoken, ardent Freethinkers, and Susan B. is more 
than half-way out of the woods. Mrs. Gage is one 
of the authors of the “ History of Woman Suffrage,” 
but was not content as a clear-seeing historian with 
that volume, and has supplemented it with this 
volume to more plainly show the real facts. 
«Woman, Church, and State,” is, says Mrs. Gage, 
one of the most radical presentations of the church 
question ever laid before the public; and although 
especially presented from the point of its injustice 
and injury to woman, it yet shows the destruction 
of human rights and human will in case of man 
equally as well. Mr. Green, in his Magazine, said 
of it some time ago: “Every friend of woman’s 
rights, every advocate of the entire separation of 
church and state, in fact every worker in the cause 
of human advancement, will be much interested in 
the forthcoming work. It will strike orthodoxy a 
very heavy blow where it has seldom been hit be- 
fore, and by one of the sex upon which it now 
depends for its existence. It will be a publication 
that ought to be read by every intelligent woman 
in the land, for it is a woman’s emancipator from 
priestcraft slavery. An an argumentativ 
work in behalf of Freethought, it has no superior. 
It is a book the world needs, and Mrs. Gage is 
justly entitled to the thanks of every friend of hu- 
man progress for producing it. It has cost her 
much hard work and much money, and the Liberal 
public ought now to ghow their gratitude by giving 
the book a large circulation.” 

The work is a historical account of the status of 
woman through the Christian ages, with reminis- 
cences of the matriarchate, fortified with voluminous 
notes that can be used in verification of the main 
statements and argument.. The author considers 
it by far the most important work of her life. It is 
printed in crown 8vo, contains 556 pages, and 
is bound in cloth and half leather. The price in 
cloth is $2; half leather, $3. We hav it for gale 
and shall be gratified to receive numerous orders. 


—— 

A Book Every Freethinker Will Hay to Hav. 
_ We placed in the pressman’s hands last week Mr. 
Remsburg’s new book, “Abraham Lincoln: Was 
He a Christian?” and we ought to get it away 
from him and the binder in ten or fifteen days. 
The work will be handsomely finished, in fine 
paper, and be a thing of beauty as well as a quieter 
of religious tales. 

One of the most noted controversies of the 
century has been waged over the question of 
Abraham Lincoln’s religious belief. Soon after the 
remains of America’s most illustrious son were laid 
to rest at Springfield, one of his biographers, Dr. 
Holland, put forward the claim that he was a Chris- 
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tian. The claim was promptly denied by the dead 
statesman’s friends, but only to be renewed again, 
and again denied. And thus for a quarter of a 
century the question of Lincoln’s belief has been 
tossed like a battledore from side to side. 

For fifteen years Mr. Remsburg has been collect- 
ing material for his work. He presents an array 
of testimony that is irresistible and overwhelming, 
and which must put this question at rest forever. 
In addition to the testimony of twenty witnesses 
who claim that Lincoln was a Christian, and which 


is reviewed and refuted, he udduces the testimony 


of more than a hundred witnesses in proof of the 
claim that Lincoln was not a Christian. These 
witnesses include his wife and other relativs; his 
three law partners; his private secretaries; mem- 
bers of his cabinet; his principal biographers, and 
scores of his most intimate friends. 

NOTED WITNESSES. 

Hon. W. H. Herndon, Col. Ward H. Lamon, 
Hon. Jobn T. Stuart, Col. Jas. H. Matheny, Col 
John G. Nicolay, Judge David Davis, Col. Jesse W. 
Fell, Hon. Leonard Swett, Dr. William Jayne, 
Judge Stephen T. Logan, Joshua F. Speed, Hon. 
Jesse K. Dubois, Hon. Joseph Gillespie, Dr. C. H. 
Ray, Col. F. S. Rutherford, Judge Robert Leach- 
man, Col. R. G. Ingersoll, Leonard W. Volk, Joseph 
Jefferson, Hon. E. B. Washburne, Hon. E. M. 
Haines, Hon. James Tuttle, Hon. M. B. Field, Hon. 
Geo. W. Julian, Hon. John B. Alley, Hon. Hugh 
McOulloch, Gen. M. M. Trumbull, Rev. David 
Swing, Rev. Robert Collyer, Judge Jesse W. Weik, 
Hon. J. P. Usher, Hon. Geo. S. Boutwell, Hon. 
Wm. D. Kelley, Salmon P. Chase, Wm. H. Seward, 
Hon. John Covode, Hon. A. J. Grover, Hon. W. H. 
T. Wakefield, Gen. D. W. Wilder, Judge Aaron 
Goodrich, Judge James M. Nelson, Rev. Edward 
Eggleston, Rèv. John W. Chadwick, Donn Piatt, H. 
K. Magie, Dennis F. Hanks, Mrs. Sarah Lincoln, 
Mrs. Mary Lincoln. ` 

The foregoing and sixty other reputable wit- 
nesses testify that the greatest man born on this 
continent was a Freethinker. 

Large 12mo, 336 pages, in handsome cloth, $1; 
` in paper, 50 cents. 

a 

J. E. Remsburg has recently made a tour through 
Nebraska. He is now lecturing in Iowa, and will 
go to Illinois soon. 
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Mr. R. R. Jones, of Syracuse, N. Y., opines that 
the observance of Decoration day was originated by 
a Freethinker. If some one of our readers who 
knows will send the facts to these columns our 
Syracuse friend will thereby be furnished with in- 
telligence which he wishes to use in a controversy 
with Christians. 


A bill has been introduced in the Ilinois legisla- 
ture providing that “it shall be unlawful to conduct 
or play any game of baseball, football, curling, polo, 
tennis, or any athletic game or sport of any kind or 
nature on Sunday.” Hoisting money from pocket 
to contribution-box is the only Sunday exercise 


meet to the clergy’s view. 
—— 


The Staats Zeitung says: ‘Chauncey M. De- 
pew is universally beloved on. account of his love- 
worthy manners and his genius for saying agree- 
able things; but whenever he tries to speak of 
things that lie below the surface, and whenever he 
rises toward themes that require to be studied and 
judged profoundly, his intellectual shallowness 
becomes evident.” Mr. Ottendorfer seems to be 
quite well acquainted with Mr. Depew. 


= 


Helen H. Gardener has in press another book, 
eatitled “Facts and Fictions of Life.” It will con- 
tain among other essays her celebrated paper on 
“Sex in Brain,’ and her essays on Heredity, 
which were read before the World’s Columbian 
Woman’s Congress. The book will be out some 
tine in July, and orders for it may be sent 
now, and will be filled as soon as the books are 
finished. In cloth covers, the price is $1; paper 
covers, 50 cents. 


A New York city marriage of the last few days 
over which the genius of Freethought, we conceive, 


must hav hovered benignantly, was that of Mr. 
Delos A. Blodgett and Miss Daisy Albertine Peck. 
To the said genius we personally vouch for the 
worthiness of the pair. To the deities, not of the 
religion of the celibate Christ and woman-hating 
Paul, but of the ancient paganisms of love and 
transport, we commend the couple. 


Paul told the women of his time to keep silence 
in the churches. Nowadays, however, and naturally 
enough, the women do not do anything of the sort. 
But the Western Recorder, of Louisville, Ky., is 
Christian enough to say: “The very worst thing 
a girl can do is to repeat a verse of scripture in a 
religious assembly, for that is using God’s words to 
disobey him.” To decent people, though, there are 
many things worse that a girl could do. For in- 
stance, she might believe the scripture verse she 
repeats. — 

ee 

The Christian Statesman says that owing to the 
renewed attempts of the Infidels to make Lincoln 
to hav been one of them it will print evidence to 
show that the greatest of all our presidents was a 
Christian. In pursuance of this plan it prints one 
of the stock yarns—a tale which on its face is of 
the fairy order. It issafe to say that the Statesman 
will not do as Mr. Remsburg has done—giv both 
sides. Nor will it print Mr. Remsburg’s analysis 
of these stories, much less the evidence that Lincoln 
was an unbeliever in Christianity. One side of a 
case seems to be gil that Christian mentality can 
bear. 


Those self-constituted guardians of religion, the 
trustees of the Santa Ana, Cal., Public Library, 
evidently hold Taz Trura SEEKER to be dangerous 
to their pet superstition, for they hav adopted a 
resolution reading thus: “That no magazine or 
newspaper attacking any religion by means of car- 
toons, burlesque or ridicule shall be allowed on the 
files or tables of the public library of Santa Ana.” 
These long-eared persons evidently imagin they 
can bolster up Christianity by keeping the people 
ignorant, but they will one day find their mistake. 
The people can read Tue Trours Szzxer outside of 
the library, if not inside. 


i 


“The paid attendance at the World’s Fair last 
Sunday was less than sixty thousand. The expected 
great crowds will probably not appear, unless 
special inducements and attractions are offered. 
Was it worth while to offend the Christian con- 
science of the country for the few thousands of 
dollars likely to be realized?” So says the Zndepend- 
ent. But what more has the Christian conscience 
got to do with it than the Infidel conscience? Do 
the Christians own the earth? And why should 
their consciences be considered more than other 
consciences ? 

The hoggish impudence of the pious is. mount- 
ainous. 


We shall print Mr. Putnam’s letters from Chicago 
in a pamphlet to be called “Pen Pictures of the 
World’s Fair,” before their complete appearance 
in Taz Trours Seexer. We shall get the book out 
in time to be used as a guide-book for those who 
visit Chicago during the last three months of the 
Fair. These letters hav been highly commended, 
and deservedly so, for the descriptions are veritable 
poems, and all the statements are as accurate as 
official information can make them. Those who go 
to the Fair will find the book exceedingly useful, 
for Mr. Putnam has laid it all out from beginning 
to end, and the book will save visitors’ time. Those 
who read it will know what to see, and where the 
sights are. It will contain as much information as 
is possible to crowd into a work of its limit. Those 
who do not go to the Fair will in this book see it 
in all its glory, and certainly will know more about 
the Exhibition than those who attend without this 
guide-book, trusting to memory. Those who go 
to Chicago will receive great benefit from it; those 
who do not, still greater. The price of the book 
is 25 cents. 


At Duell, Michigan, the other Sunday, the Cath- 
olic priest, Rev. Mr. Pieffer, during services noticed 
that while the collection had been taken James 
Kampa had gone outside to light his pipe. This 
so enraged the father that he struck Kampa several 
times with his fist and then with a club. The next 
day a warrant for his arrest was issued, but when its 
serving on him was attempted he could not be found, 
being evidently concealed in the house of one of his 
parishioners. At present only one priest dares re- 
veal his ravenous greed for the money of the pro- 
ducers so openly, but the impulse to do so never- 
theless abides in the breasts of all the clergy. In 
the Middle Ages when they had the power they 
everywhere plundered the people with the same force 
wherever necessary. They will do the same thing 
again if they ever get the ability. Indeed, they do at 
present despoil all of us, Jew and Mohammedan 
and Infidel, by sheer brutal force, only in an indi- 
rect manner through the clubs of constables and 
bayonets of soldiers instead of by their own fists. 
By the exemption of their churches from taxation, 
and the banning of competing attractions on the 
day when they do business, they shamefully rob us 
all of our money with an outrage as gross as that 
of the highwayman. 


The legislature of Washington state is struggling 
over a bill exempting church property from taxa- 
tion. The bill has so far been successful. Those 
who opposed it in the senate were Foss, Ide, 
Kellogg, McManus, Miller, Richards, and Rutter. 
The debate over the bill was a long one. 
McManus, of Snohomish, said that not to tax pala- 
tial houses of worship was wrong when the posses. 
sions of the poverty-stricken of the land were taxed 
all that the law allowed. He was unalterably op- 
posed to freedom from taxation. Senator Sar- 
geant offered an amendment to assess all church 
property in excess of $5,000, whereupon McManus 
receded from his amendment. Sargeant’s amend- 
ment was vigorously opposed by Senators Forrest, 
Brown, Claypool, and Eshelman. Sargeant con- 
tended that if people were able to put from $100,- 
000 to $200,000 in palatial palaces of worship, they 
were able to pay taxes on. it, and that when they 
made monuments of worship to their money in- 
stead of their God, thus taking vast sums of money 
from the legitimate channels of circulation, they 
should pay for it. The amendment was lost and 
the bill passed. We hope that it will not finally 
become a law, and the lazy and lying churchmen of 
Washington be pampered with the same indulgence 
as their brothers in the other states of the Union. | 


— io 


We desire to call the attention of readers of Tur 
TRUTH SEEKER to the benefits of subscribing to the 
Truth Seeker Monthly Library. The yearly sub- 
scription is only $3, and subscribers to the Library 
receive a paper-bound copy of each book issued in 
it; or, if they desire the books in cloth binding, 
subscribers to the Library can remit the difference 
in price between paper and cloth binding, and get 
the books in the latter shape. So far this year sub- 
scribers to the Library hav received “ Paine Vindi- 
cated,” by Colonel Ingersoll, price 15 cents; the 
« Creation of God,” by Dr. Hartmann, price 50 cents ; 
the “ Resurrection of Jesus,” by Don Allen, price 
40 cents; “Crimes of Preachers,” price 25 cents; 
the “Handbook of Freethought,” by W. S. Bell, 
price 50 cents; “Religion a Curse,” by S. P. Put- 
nam, price 25 cents; “ Design Argument Fallacies,” 
price 15 cents, making two dollars and twenty cents’ 
worth in five months, or at the rate of $5.40 worth 
per year; and all for $3 paid in advance. J. E. 
Remsburg’s “ Abraham Lincoln: Was He a Chris- 
tian?” will be ready very soon, and other books be- 
sides are in preparation. Two of these, we may 
mention, are “ Progress’ and Pleasure,” by A. M. 
Lorentz, LL.D. of which further notice will 
shortly be made, and Mr. Putnam’s “ Pen Pictures 
of the World’s Fair,” of great value to visitors to 
the Fair, and still greater to those who cannot 
attend. Send $3 and receive at once the books 
already published, and, as they appear, those which 


will be published between now and January ’94. 
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Communications. 


These letters will be published in pamphlet form 
within two or three weeks, as a guide-book and descrip- 
tion of the Fair. Send 25 cents for ‘‘ Pen Pictures of 
the World’s Fair.” 


World’s Fair Notes. 
THE TRANSPORTATION BUILDING.— CONCLUDED. 

There are two Leslie rotary snowplows—enor- 
mous affairs—four powerful steam-shovels, a light 
and heat tender of the Chicago & St. Paul road. 
The Baltimore & Ohio shows wooden models of all 
the earliest locomotives built in this country and in 
England, with samples of original track, as well as 
one of its celebrated Royal Blue line passenger 
trains. In this collection are three of the grass- 
hopper type of engine, and the old Sampson and 
Albion built in England and shipped to this coun- 
try in 1838. The original documents, drawings, 
pictures of early inventors, way-bills, turn-tables, 
tickets, and passes, and business methods when 
railroads were in their infancy form a wonderfully 
interesting museum of historic relics. 

The old Pioneer, built in 1835 and now belong- 
ing to the Chicago & Northwestern railroad, is the 
first engine that came as far West as this city and 
was run on the Galena road in 1848. 

The Great Western, of England, exhibits the old 
Lord of the Isles, a seven-foot-gage engine origi- 
nally shown at the London Exposition, 1851. It 
has made seventy-five miles an hour. This com- 
pany also shows Trevithick’s engine of 1802 and 
the Pocket of 1829 in full-sized models. 

The New York Central company shows the 
original De Witt Clinton of 1833 on strap rails. 
The Illinois Central shows the old Mississippi, 
built in 1836. There-is also the historic engine 
General captured by Andrews’s raiders in 1862. 

The Westinghouse companies have elaborate ex- 
hibits of pumps and signaling apparatus. A com- 
plete water station is shown, also a sixty-foot iron 
turn-table, a seventy-foot electric transfer-table, 
track scales, and pneumatic crossing gates. | 

The street railway is not omitted. There are 
twenty cars showing many varieties of motive 
power—horse, cable, electricity, steam, gas, and 
compressed air. 

Among the railway bridges are models of those 
at Forth, in Scotland, Memphis, etc. 

The vehicle display is magnificent. There is 
everything from the old Mexican cart drawn by 
oxen and the first bicycle ever made to the finest 
carriages that the modern builder can produce. The 
luxurious brougham stands alongside the deacon’s 
“‘one-horse shay.” The lord mayor’s state coach 
is in contrast with the “carreta” made without 
metal by the hands of Pueblo Indians. There’s a 
bewildering collection of carts and harness from 
Palermo, sledges from Lapland, a caleche from 
Quebec, a volante from Cuba, and saddlery in the 
most useful as well as most curious styles. The 

` horse and ass and every kind of packing animal 
appear. There are palanquins, hammocks, sedans, 
from remote corners of the earth and remote times. 
The jinrickshaw from Japan excites attention, along 
with the ancient carryall of Daniel Webster and 
Henry Clay. 

In the bicycle exhibition is every style of wheel, 
from the first manufactured to the modern pneu- 
matic. 

In the gallery is displayed a vast and compre- 
hensive engineering exhibit. 

The first attempts at navigation are illustrated 
by canoes and rafts gathered from the islands of 
the sea, the Dark Continent, the far-away north, and 
the waters of the sunny south, and the rivers and 
lakes of America. Some of these are queer-looking 
craft and bear strange names—the Jangada, of 
Brazil, the Champan, from Magdalena river, ete. 
Innumerable models illustrate the oddities of ma- 
rine construction in China, India, Ceylon, and the 
Malay peninsula. A superb Turkish cacique is an 
object of interest, and the famous Viking boat from 
Norway, and the “Golden Door,” a braggaza of the 
Adriatic. 

The variety and perfection of merchant marine 
and navy of almost every nation is displayed in 
hundreds of forms. The great shipbuilders of the 
world have vied with each other in showing the 
miniature products of their skill. There is the half 
section of a great transatlantic liner, an exact 
counterpart of one of the new international passenger- 
boats. There is a vast collection of sail and row 
boats, yachts, and launches of graceful and elegant 
finish. 

One of the most striking objects in the building 
is a huge steam hammer, the largest machinery of 
the kind in the world, which looms almost to the 
roof in the southern central court. 

Improvements in armor plate and naval ordnance 


groups of sculpture. 


are fully shown and will demand careful study. 
There is a miniature Nicaragua canal, which 
shows all the cuts and locks and fills, and the water 
is running throughit It strikes me that this canal 
is much more feasible than the Panama canal. 
The total cost of completing this work is estimated 
at $66,000,000. Starting from Greytown, where a 
good harbor, 12 feet deep, has been dredged out, 


-| the channel runs west for 31 miles, to a point where 


three locks will be constructed. Here the San 
Juan river is adopted as the course, and thence for 
644 miles there is comparatively easy sailing into 
lake Nicaragua. From lake Nicaragua the canal 
finds outlet to the Pacific through the Tola basin. 
No one should fail to look at this beautiful model. 

Experts in transportation are those who are the 
most astonished at the wonderful displays in this 
building. It is almost incredible what advances 
have been made. The general manager of one of 
the best roads in the United States said: “Our 
complete train service in the United States is per- 
haps better for our uses than that of any foreign 
country; but there is not one of them apparently 
which has not advanced further in particular direc- 
tions. American roads can learn a lesson in im- 
proved methods from every foreign exhibit.” It is 
well for Americans to know that we are not ahead 
of the world yet, and thousands of foreign exhibits 
will teach us many things of beauty and use. 

Transportation is a splendid illustration of evo- 
lution. See the difference between the lifting of 
weights by contracted biceps and the steam crane, 
which lifts a hundred tons as easily as a baby does 
its toy. See the difference between the original 
« Rocket” and “Meteor” locomotives, with their 
stove boilers and barrels of water on wheelbarrow 
tenders, and the one-hundred-ton locomotives, capa- 
ble of a speed of one hundred miles an hour. Be- 
tween these two points of history are the experience 
and the best works of hundreds of thousands of 
human beings. One is fairly dazed at the develop- 
ment of mah’s genius. 

FESTIVAL HALL. . 

And so, looking upon these magnificent triumphs 
of the development of motion more grand and im- 
perial than that of Phoebus in his fabled chariot of 
the sun, it is time for the charms of music and 
symphonies to voice the gladsome victory, and from 
Transportation Building we will pass into Festival 
Hall, or Choral Hall, which is next door, and listen 
while Theodore Thomas wields the baton and one 
hundred and fourteen musicians play Berlioz’s 
march, “ Rakoczy.” 

This hall is located where the two great prome- 
nades meet, between the Horticultural and Trans- 
portation Buildings. It is simple and severe in 
outline, after the Doric architecture, resembling an 
amphitheater surmounted by a dome. It has four 
porticos, the one facing the lagoon being the main 
entrance. This is entered by a broad flight of 
steps, at the foot of which appear two statues, re- 
productions of the two celebrated marbles of Han- 
del and Bach. On the side of the portico are bas- 
relief panels displaying the progress of music. 
The interior arrangement is that of the Greek 
theater. There are no galleries of any kind, but a 
large promenade extends around the building. The 
auditorium, which seats sixty-five hundred, is 
decorated with plaster relief work in color, and 
symbolic paintings. 
and of course we want to take a look into this ele- 
gant little structure, where we see the printing in 
all its processes of this illustrated journal. — 

ADMINISTRATION BUILDING. 

After the music is over, between Electricity Build- 
ing and Mines and Mining Building, at the end of 
a beautiful wide avenue, towers Administration 
Building, the gem of the architectural glories of 
the Exposition. It occupies a commanding posi- 
tion overlooking the Grand Basin, which spreads 
between the Manufacturers’ and Agricultural Build- 
ings, and flows under the Peristyle to the lake. Its 
dome may be ‘seen shimmering in the sunlight 
many miles out upon the lake and from any 
point of approach it is the loftiest object that 
attracts the view—a great golden dome, with the 
beautiful White City about it, a charming prospect 
indeed. 

The building is in the form of four pavilions 84 
feet square, and these are connected by a great 
central dome 120 feet in diameter and 250 feet 
high. Externally the design may be divided into 
three stages. The first stage corresponds in hight 
with the buildings grouped about it 65 feet high. 
The second stage is a continuation of the central 
rotunda, surrounded on all sides by an open colon- 
nade. The third stage is the base of the great 
dome, 30 feet high, and the great dome itself rising 
in graceful curve and richly ornamented. 

On each side of the four great entrances are 
Between these entrances is a 


Near this is Puck’s building, 
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hall 30 feet square with broad circular stairways. 
The interior of the dome is octagonal in form, the 
first story being composed of eight enormous 
arched openings, and above these arches is a frieze 
27 feet in width. The dome rises 200 feet from the 
floor. The under side of the dome is enriched 
with panels filled with sculpture and an immense 
painting. It rivals in decorations the most cele- 
brated domes in the world. 
A great statue of Columbus stands on a pedestal 
directly in front of the east entrance to the build- 


ing. The standard of Castile and Aragon is up- 


lifted in his right hand. In the left hand is his 
sword pointing downward. He is taking possession 
of America. 

There are no exhibits in the Administration 
Building. It is the headquarters of the officials of 
the Exposition. Itis a continual delight to look 
upon this building as you traverse the different 
parts of the grounds. Especially beautiful is the 
building as it fronts the lagoon—that part called 
the Grand Basin. First to be seen at the western 
end of this is the Columbian fountain, the central 
idea of which is the apotheosis of modern liberty— 
Columbia enthroned on a triumphal barge guided 
by Time, heralded by Fame, and rowed by eight 
standing figures representing on one side the Arts, 
and on the other Science, Industry, Agriculture, 
and Commerce. The barge is preceded by eight 
sea horses, forming a circle directly in front, and 
mounted by eight young men as outriders represent- 
ing modern Commerce. The base is circular, flanked 
by columns surmounted by eagles. The water is 
furnished by a great half circle of dolphins and a 
system of jets around the barge and figures. At 
night the fountain is illuminated by electricity. On 
each side of this are the great electric fountains with 
streams of water 150 feet high. 

Looking eastward from the Columbian fountain 
the eyes rest upon the great statue of the Republic, 
the largest ever made in America, and which faces 
the Administration Building. The figure is sixty- 
five feet tall. The arms and hands are upraised 
toward the head. In her right hand she holds a 
globe on which an eagle rests with outspread 
wings, the left hand grasping a pole on the top of 
which is a liberty cap. A laurel wreath rests on 
the head. The hair is arranged after the fashion of 
the Grecian model, while the drapery lies in heavy 
folds on the arms and shoulders and falls in grace- 
ful curves at the side. Over the bust are armored’ 
shields, on the bosom is an eagle. A corsage en- 
velops the waist and from it depends a chain holding 
a sword. Beyond the statue, toward the lake, is the 
Peristyle or Grecian colonnade, five hundred feet 
long and one hundred and fifty feet high, which con- 
nects the Casino and Music Hall. It is classic and 
picturesque. Along the top of the Peristyle is a 
broad promenade adorned with eighty-five allegor- 
ical figures of heroic proportions. In the center 
the colonnade is broken by an immense triumphal 
arch twenty feet higher than the promenade. At 
the top the arch gradually narrows to a pedestal 
forty feet square supporting the Columbus Quad- 
riga. This group represents Columbus as he 
appeared on the triumphal féte given in his honor 
on his return from his first voyage. He is stand- 
ing in a four-horse chariot leaning lightly on his 
admiral’s sword. The horses drawing the chariot 
are led by women. Their light drapery flies in the 
wind and the horses prance impatiently. A 
mounted herald on either side completes the group. 

MACHINERY HALL. 

Machinery Hall, or Palace of the Mechanical 
Arts—as it is fitly termed —attracts our attention 
as we pass from Administration Building and take 
a last look of the Grand Basin, the fountains, and 
the Peristyle, and pursue our way to wonders vast 
and new. Machinery Hall, with its annex, is the 
next largest structure to Manufacturers’ Building, 
and covers a space of over twenty acres, and this is 
crowded with every kind of machine from almost 
the whole world. It is an amazing exhibition. 
There is every device and contrivance by which man 
can increase mechanical force and make himself a 
giant in power, and yet no lady’s finger might 
manipulate so delicately as these polished and 
splendid instruments that in their varied action 
seem to glitter with the intelligence of man himself. 
There is the machine which puts upon a watch- 
screw the threads so infinitely minute that it takes 
a microscope to detect them, along with the mon- 
ster hammers which by a single blow exert the force 
of tons, and the great engines developing twenty- 
five hundred horse-power. 

Here was witnessed the quick and wonderful 
transition from stillness to motion, when on the 
grand inauguration day the president touched the 
button and the vast currents swept through these 
mighty machineries. The Allis-Corliss began its 
ponderous evolutions, and with this fifty or sixty 
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. other engines start like regiments at one command 
and wheels, cranks, spindles, by the thousands leap 
the marvelous activity. At no one tme in the his- 
tory of the world has a single touch liberated such 
tremendous forces. 

As we come into this enormous structure the 
three traveling cranes, operated by electricity, are 
objects of immediate interest. Huge tracks, ele- 
vated to a hight equal with the balcony, run along 
the three main aisles from the east to the west end 
of the building. The cranes are used for installing 
and moving the heavy machinery. They are run 
with the average speed of.a horse-car, and pick 
up pieces of fifteen tons’ weight, more or less, and 
transfer them to any part of the building. They 
are so constructed with lateral motion as to plaze 
any exhibit within ten feet of the space to bè occu- 
pied. When the needful work is done a sort of 
passenger car will be attached to these cranes, and 
visitors will be carried back and forth from one end 
of the long building to the other. The extreme 
length is fourteen hundred feet, and so this vast 
spectacle of moving machinery can be watched for 
one-third of a mile with the ease and comfort that 
you could watch a theatrical entertainment. 

The Westinghouse plant, which supplies the in- 
candescent lights throughout the entire grounds, 
has its power generated in Machinery Hall. Here 
are the two largest dynamos ever constructed. 
The capacity of each dynamo is fifteen thousand 
lights of sixteen candle-power. 

In connection with this is the largest and finest 
electrical switchboard ever made. All the wires 
which feed the immense system of the grounds 
originate in this. It is of marble, with nickel slide 
bars. It is divided into forty circuits, and is so 
arranged that any dynamo can be turned on to any 
circuit. It is above the floor and is reached by a 
winding bronze staircase. : 

The boiler” plant is one of the most interesting 
features of this stupendous display. It contains fifty 
boilers, all of large size. These are arranged in a 
long tier, like slumbering giants, and the space 
about it is as neat and clean as a lady’s boudoir. 
Ventilators keep the air pure and cool. The fire- 
men wear a uniform, and this tremendous labor- 
atory, with the heat of hell itself, rivaling the fury 
of the central fires, presents a very pretty and com- 
fortable appearance to the visitor. 

All the applied sciences of the world are under 
the roof of Machinery Hall. Every machine known 
to civilization is here, from the least even to the 
greatest. Silk-weaving machines occupy consider- 
able space and turn out various fanciful designs 
commemorativ of the Exposition, such as the land- 
ing of Columbus, etc. 

The printing-presses are here, from the perfect- 

ing press of a morning newspaper with a capacity of 
fifty thousand papers printed, pasted, cut, and folded 
in an hour to the country press which is run by 
- hand and fed by the “devil” of the office. These 
are in actual operation, and the great Chicago 
dailies are run off every hour with the latest infor- 
mation from every part of the globe. As you sit 
down and rest your weary feet these colossal and 
restless servitors will daintily hand you a picture or 
printed column and you willknow what is happening 
at the antipodes. 

‘The forgings and castings are particularly com- 
plete. Brass valves and tubings are polished to a 
degree that they resemble mirrors. There is one 
towering valve made of wood and tin and painted 
toresemble iron. It looks large enough to provide 
safety for every boiler on the grounds. 

It is difficult to give an idea of the almost one 
hundred classes of exhibits which throng upon us. 
- There are water-wheels, steam and gas engines, 
pumps of all sorts, ice and refrigerating machinery, 
and diving apparatus. 

In another group are fire-engines, hose-carts, 
stand-pipes, extension-ladders, etc., all the latest 
improved apparatus for fighting fire. 

Again we find machines for working metals, 
steam hammers, hydraulic, planing, drilling, wheel- 
cutting, and dividing machines. 

The most attractive to the uninitiated, perhaps, 
are the machines for the manufacture of silk, cot- 
ton, woolen, worsted, linen, and India rubber goods; 
of rope, twine, paper, tapestries, carpets, and laces ; 
also the sewing and leather-working machines, and 
those for the manufacture of boots and shoes. 

Saw-mill machinery can be seen from the primi- 
tive types to the modern mills which turn out hun- 
dreds of thousands of feet of lumber every day. 
All the newest machines for planing, veneering, for 
working geometrical designs in wood, and for the 
manufacture of matches, tooth-picks, ete., are on eX- 
hibition. We also take a look at the job presses, 
the numbering and type-setting machines, and the 
various mechanical processes in use for illustrating 

newspapers and periodicals, 


40? 


The delicate machinery which turns out the va- 


rious completed portions of a watch, the needle- 
and pin-making machines, which seem to work by 
the power of thought itself, these are alongside the 
huge street rollers, sprinklers, and sweepers ; steam- 


gages, stone-sawing and glass-grinding machines, 
rolling-mills, forges, etc. We behold enormous 
power and wondrous subtlety of movement in near 
review. ae 

In still another group are the mills for the prep- 
aration of cereals, sugar-refining and confectioner’s 
machinery, oil-making machinery, and evaporating 
machinery for condensing milk. . 

There is a machine for. measuring and weighing 
coffee. It takes the coffee from the hopper, puts it 


in one-pound paper bags, and seals them, at the rate 


of several tons per day. - 

A machine for the manufacture of tags and labels 
takes the paper from the roll, cuts the tags, prints 
the labels, punches the eyelets, and inserts the wire 
for fastening. 

One is amazed at the ingenuity ofman. One can 
scarcely conceive the progress made in machinery 
since the Centennial, so numerous are the inventions 
and applications. It seems as if by his own efforts 


man had removed whatever curse there was to labor 
and remanded drudgery to material things. 
there were as much genius in co-operation as genius 
in discovery it seems as if no man might be 
obliged to earn his bread in the sweat of his face. 
With these imperial forces at command all the mill- 
ions of the earth might live in comfort. 


If 


It gives 
one.a keen sense of power to walk amidst these 
superb and beautiful machineries, and to realize 
that here area thousand servants of his will in 
almost every variety of form to make him ruler of 
this planet. It is an animating spectacle, and the 
music- of the innumerable wheels is delightful, while 
right before our eyes are produced the most 
astonishing results, that put to shame every 
miracle of the past, and if all this wonderful wealth 
could be rightly distributed and used for the uni- 
versal benefit heaven would have to abdicate in 
favor of earth, for the earth then would be the bet- 
ter paradise. I think machinery is the greatest foe 
of the churca, and I don’t wonder the pious bigots 
want to keep it still on Sunday. Every revolution 
of a wheel diminishes the orthodox regime. No 
bayonet was ever so powerful as those’ flying 
spokes. 

These great masses of building covering over 
twenty acres consist of the main Machinery 
Building, 846 feet long and 492 feet wide; of the 
Machinery Annex, 490 by 550 feet; the power 
house, 100 by 461 feet ; the pumping house, 77 by 
84; and the machine shop, 146 by 250 feet. 
cost of all these buildings is $1,285,000. 

The main Machinery Building presents the 
appearance of three great railway train houses, 
spanned with three arched trusses. As it fronts 
the Court of Honor it is rich and palatial; toward 
the stock exhibit, on the other side, it is of the 
plainest description. The details of the architecture 
are mainly fashioned from Seville and other Spanish 
towns. There is a lofty colonnade between this 
main building and the Agricultural Building. In 
the center of this colonnade is an archway leading 
to the cattle exhibit. From this point there is a 


as it flows by the Manufacturers’ Building, the 
Woman’s Building, and the Art Palace. Between 
the two buildings, Machinery and Agricultural, is 
an obelisk 60 feet high and a fountain placed in 
the lagoon. 
The Machinery Annex Building is entered by 
subways as well as by bridges from the Main Hall, 
and from Administration, Mining, and Transporta- 
tion Buildings. It is a large and very simple 
structure. It is like a vast mill or foundry. 

Attached to this Annex is the power house, with 
its 40 steam-engines and 20,000 horse-power. 

There were over 1,000 applications from Ameri- 
can manufacturers for the exhibition of machinery. 
Germany has four sections of floor space near the 
main entrance. Great Britain has a somewhat 
larger space toward the north entrance. France 
has an equal section. New South Wales, Spain, 
Sweden, and Switzerland will be found stretching 
along to the west of Germany, while Canada, Bel- 
gium, Brazil, Austria, Mexico, and Russia are to 
the south. All these are first to be seen as one 
enters the building and make a most creditable 
appearance, while our own exhibitors are by no 
means eclipsed. The United States leads all coun- 
tries in the extent and variety of its display. 

THE AGRICULTURAL BUILDING. . 

Passing from the huge Machinery Building, and 
taking our way either by the colonnade or across 
the bridge over the shining lagoon, we enter the 
Agricultural Building, where nature in marvelous 
profusion spreads its many products. In Ma- 


The 


beautiful view nearly a mile in length of the lagoon ` 


chinery Hall we see man subduing earth, but in 
Agricultural Hall we see the earth itself gladly 
pouring forth its wealth to man. 
there is, and who need to starve when the earth is 
so fruitful? 
made out of the golden sheaves and tasseled corn, 
and no palace of silver and gold ever shone with 


What abundance 


Here are palaces, gorgeous palaces, 


such splendor. Imust confess, after all, that when 


I have passed through the prodigious displays of 
man’s genius and been thrilled and exalted be- 
yond the power of words to express by his daring 
achievements, it is a real comfort to wander and revel 
in the amplitude and beneficence of dear mother 
earth and realize that it is not all eternal struggle, 
but that at times, as Walt Whitman says, we can 
«loaf with our soul,” or as Thoreau says, we have a 
“large margin” to our lines. 
nothing and not starve. 
and figtree ; we can dream beneath the orange blos- 
som. We can sleep, and still the golden grain will 
grow and fruit will fall at our feet. 
glorious ally and wooes us from restless toil to 
gentle and careless repose. \ 
let things drift as they will, and we drift, too, like 
clouds through the sunny sky, and are soothed by 
the music of the indolent winds. N 
own accord is preparing the root for flower, and the 
flower for fruit, and we need not toil nor spin. It 
is well to enjoy these luxurious moments, for labor 
afterward becomes sublimer and more vigorous. 
It is well to realize not the storm and conflict only, 
but the beauty and peace of earth, its richness, its 
exuberance; to know that if “ we tickle her with a 
hoe, she will laugh with a harvest.” 
Building we see the kindly, the sweet, and almost 
human side of nature so lovely and alluring which 
is indeed the nurse of our greatest faculties, the 
fountain of our boundless energy. Where, after 


We can simply do 
We can sit under the vine 


Earth is our 


We can now and then 


Nature of her 


In Agricultural 


all, would be the glories of this Exposition, its 
architecture, its roofs and towers and sculptured 
walls, its blazing jewels, its wondrous pictures, its 
breathing statues, its mighty machineries, but for 
this gift of nature to our earliest toil? In these 
genial products are the beginnings of man’s great- 
ness. The cultivation of the earth is the first step 
to civilization, and if earth had not poured forth 
her treasures so aboundingly the vantage-ground of 
to-day would have been forever unattainable. A 
vast prospect unfolds itself to my mind’s eye as I 
wander through this stately palace. Isee the prairies 
far away, the bearded grain and tasseled corn sway- 
ing in the sun; I see the fields and groves in 
spring’s effulgence; I see the seed dropped into 
the ground, the horse and the ox at the plow; I see 
the June days, with green pastures and flowery 
meadows; L see the march of summer, the golden 
autumn and the pomp of harvest; I see the blithe 
and busy scene, the loaded trains, the great barn 
crowded to the utmost, the farmer and his merry 
men, the laboring animals; the bright and whirling 
machinery ; the limpid stream and the wash for din- 
ner; the sunset’s jolly hour; the round moon in the 
sky, the breezy dawn. I see the pageantry of the 
year—the ever-changing seasons, which make per- 
petual romance for human life. I see the hearth 
and home amidst nature’s luxuriance. I hear the 
song of labor, that labor which dignifies and en- 
nobles our common existence. The Agricultural 
Building might be called a beautiful temple wherein 
we recognize the universal bond, the identity of 
nature with man; wherein we see the sun and earth 
combining to give brightness and plenty to our 
pathway; wherein we see the operation of those 
eternal forces which beyond the will of man con- 
tribute to his advancement. I always did think 
that Cain was superior to Abel, and really the 
gentler and nobler of the two, for surely if there is 
a god what worship could be sweeter to him than 
the offering of the fruit of the earth? Only a cruel 
god would demand or accept the blood of beasts. 
If we could unravel Cain’s side of the story we 
should find that he was the. better man, for he was 
the cultivator of the earth, and not the hunter and 
slayer of animals. Surely, if we are to honor and 
reverence nature how more worthily can we do it 
than by wreathing our altar with flowers and piling 
it with fruits? Cain was the first agriculturist, and 
he had the courage to vindicate the glory of his 
calling. I shall not condemn him, for certainly his 
act of worship was a step in human progress. 
Samurt P. Pornam. 


Zena Se 
A Poem Which Quotes Poems. 
From the Sunaay Gazetteer. 

The Truth Seeker Publishing Company, of New York, 
has placed on our table ‘‘Liberty in Literature, Testi- 
monial to Walt Whitman,” by Robert G, Ingersoll, being 
an address delivered in Philadelphia. There is also 
given an excellent likeness of the poet and one of the 
author. It is a handsome book of one hundred pages, in 
enameled covers. The lecture is itself a poem, inter- 
spersed with choice quotations from the good poet’s 
writings. The colonel’s address at the funeral of the 
poet is added as a supplement. Price 25 cents. 
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Tye 


An Open Fair on Sunday. 


Religious fanaticism has received a decided and 


emphätic set-back in its attempts to close the 
gates of the World’s Fair. One hundred thousand 
people testified their appreciation of the opening of 
the Faiř yesterday by their presence within the in- 
Parents with their 
children were seen sauntering over the serpentine 
walks, or riding on the launches and gondolas that 
? Nearly 
all uhe buildings were thrown open, and but few 
exhibits were closed.. The crowds that attended 
were respectable and orderly, and not one person 
under the influence of liquor could be seen upon 


clostire of the Fair grounds. 


dotted the surface of the beautiful lagoon. 


the grounds the whole day long. 


Every hour the crowds increased. The lines of 
transportation were taxed to their utmost capacity 
at times during the day. Hach train and car brought 
crowds of American workingmen with their families, 
who had decided to leave a noisy, bustling city for 
a place where they could find quiet and rest, among 
the beautiful and inspiring sights of the White 
City, surrounded by healthful, elevating, and en- 


nobling influences. 


The writer, in company with Dr. E. B.. Foote 
and Mrs. Foote, Mr. and Mrs. E. A. Stevens, and 
Mr. Bernhard, of Strasburg, Ill, made a little 
party and decided to swell the crowd as much as 


possible. 


A truly delightful day was spent. After visiting 
several buildings, and getting a fair meal at moderate 
prices in the Vienna Cafe, we wandered into the 
Art Palace, and true to the natural tastes of Free- 
thinkers for the beautiful in nature, we enjoyed the 
Here we met with 
many other Freethinkers, a fact rather suggestiv 
that the Art Exhibition was by far the greater 
attraction for them. Dr. Brown and Mrs. Brown, 
from Rockford, Ill.; Mrs. Webb, daughter of the late 
Dr. Monroe, of the Ironclad Age, with her hus- 
band, were here, gazing with appreciation and 
wonder at the grand specimens of art that hav 


rare works of human skill. 


helped to make this world more beautiful. 


As night came on, and the sun had passed below 
the western horizon, the whole grounds, aided by 
nature, took on an air of greater beauty. The trees 


seemed to wear a more beautiful tint, the flowers 
seemed to possess more fragrance, and the beautiful 
atrains of sweet music, floating on the cool zephyrs, 
made one feel as though one had suddenly been 
transported from this world of reality and fact 
into a fairyland where perpetual summer, sunshine, 
and flowers could be enjoyed. At night the 
grounds were one continuous scene of enchant. 
ment and beauty. Thousands of incandescent 
lamps, aided by innumerable arc-lights, made the 
grounds and buildings glow with beauteous 
splendor. The boats upon the lagoons were deco- 
rated with lights of various hues. All of this 
filled the enthusiastic lover of nature with an un- 
speakable joy. Did one want to find religion, they 
would find more here than in all the churches and 
cathedrals of Christendom. That is, if religion 
means grand thoughts, soul-inspiring scenes, and 
beautiful visions. The creed that nature teaches 
here in this collection of beautiful temples, exhi- 
bitions of man’s attempt to make this world beauti- 
ful with his skill and glad with his labor—mag- 
nificent flowers, paintings, statuary, and marvels of 
handiwork—is calculated to ennoble the minds of 
men far more than any creed that has ever yet been 
hatched in the brain of a priest or preacher. 

The church had predicted that the day would be 
given to debauchery should the gates be opened 
on Sunday, but the conditions in Jackson park 
yesterday gave back the lie to those who had made 
it, a lie hatched only in conceit, and engendered by 
selfishness. 

The gates are open—may they be open, may the 
toiling masses be given an opportunity to view with 
wonder and pleasure the productions of their own 
labor and skill. Bigotry has threatened to boycott 
the Fair should the gates be opened on Sunday 


Impurities of Churches and Political Parties. 


Christ says, Blessed are the pure in heart for they 
shall see God. Also, Whatsoever ye would that men 
should do unto you, do ye even so to them. Peo- 
ple of intelligence believe religiously and vote 
politically as suits them. I mean in the United 
States of America. It is true in many instances 
that they step aside from that strait and narrow 
path which they ought to walk in, and do things 
not right, through love of money. Our savior 
says the love of money is the root of all evil. Poli- 
ticians sell out for it. Preachers sometimes rail 
at others and leave their church and preach another 
doctrin if paid enough cach. Is it any wonder that 
aman of sense and good morals hesitates when 
asked to join a church or vote a straight ticket? 
Will anyone ever be worth a million dollars 
and get it honestly? The Standard Oil prince 
gave a large sum out of his corners to condone 
those corners. So hav robbers taken from 
the rich and given to the poor, without pub- 
lishing it either. Both obtained the money dis- 
honestly. In New York state I hav seen the rich 
in their pews but the poor sat where they could, or 
sat standing or went out disgusted. I saw the 
wealthy commune, then the well to-do, and last of 
all the poor. They associate the same way. Christ 
says, Blessed are the poor in spirit for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven. In fact, to-day money is wor- 
shiped more than God, and if there is no hell there 
ought to be one to put in liars, tattlers, thieves, 
doctors, lawyers, and all who do evil that good may 
come, especially for money. It ought to be paved 
with gold, with precious stones scattered arourd 
so that all who worship cash would kill each other 
in the scramble to see who would get the niost. 
But this is not the case any more than that heaven 
is paved with the same. There are a few. honest, 
sincere preachers, doctors, and lawyers in this world, 
and if Christ tells the truth occasionally one may 
get to heaven after being purified. For money is 
king on earth. If $500 were offered to any of us 
to join a certain church and we knew it would be 
paid, would any church on earth hold the congrega- 


tion? I forgot to include editors with the above 
sinners. I do so now, asking pardon for the 
omission. Paul says, According to your deeds you 


shall be judged, whether they be good or evil. He 
also says; As in Adam all die even so in Christ shall 
all be made alive—not a part, but all. Our lawssay 
the same. If anyone does more good than evil 
their account ought to balance the right way. 
James says, If any among you is sick let him call 
for the elders of the church, and they shall pray 
over him, anointing him ‘in the name of the Lord, 
and the prayer of faith shall raise him up, and if he 
hav committed any sin it shall be forgiven him. 
In my mind, when the millennium comes we will see 
this done by those who belong to the churches. If 
any are sick here they generally send for a doctor, 
even if he swears, or smokes, or chews—pecple 
belonging to churches—sinners, lawyers, preach- 
ers, etc. I reckon James sorter was using deceit. 
Our savior says, Love one another. Will a man 
love his wife if she will knock him down and use 
him to mop the floor if. he does net? Does a 
child love the parent like Solomon, or the one who 
is mild, gentle, and persuasiv? It is said God is 
love. 

The Jews crucified Christ. They were cowards, 
and could not worship anyone unless they were 
afraid of him. I hav heard in the Eastern states 
Methodists North preach that there were grades of 
happiness, and also misery. The Methodist South, 
I “sorter ” believe, do not. Not ignorant ones either, 
but those who were highly educated and received a 
good salary. We know just what we hav been 
taught, or learned by books or experience. There 
are so few who do as they would be done by, that 
when death overtakes us I am afraid we will not 
get to heaven until purified. 

The old generations did not know how to steal 
and hide as well as we do now. The happiest 


people I ever was among I found in the mountain . 
region, of the Southern states. .I hav eaten and 
slept in their homes. No need to carry a bed down 
there. You do not hav to hav money to stop with 
them. In reply as to my stopping over night, the 
answer was most invariably : “Stranger, if you can 
put up with our fare you can stay.” My horse was 
taken care of, too. He did not hav to wear out 
his teeth on a post. 

There was no stuck-up aristocracy, vanity, or 
pride of life. Iwas a stranger and they took me 
in. Christ says of such are the kingdom of heaven. 
There was no railroad, nor bank, nor stock quota- . 
tions, etc. ; 

Preachers officiated who could not read a word, 
occasionally. They could liv with little work, and 
seemed to be happy. When I left I was invited to 
call again if I ever came around that way, and was 
urged to stay a week; and if I had offered a cent 
they would hav been insulted. I came up from 
there in 1887, too, not thirty years since. They 
were most of them ignorant. The poet says where 
ignorance is bliss tis folly to be wise.. Eve ought 
to hav known this. But she did not. She got 
wise, but it shortened her days. Saloon proprietors 
fix up their saloons, and hav a good warm fire, so 
as to get customers. Many resort to them because 
there is not as good a place to get papers at home, 
and they hav a miserable wife to keep that home. 
People do not hav to go there. If people were 
honest and did right, we would hav a millennium 
now, and not hav to put it off until dead. Instead 
of worrying and wishing to make the weather, etc., 
they would trust God. Heaven would be here, all 
would be blissful. The babe in its mother’s arms 
has perfect trust in the love that protects it. Ti 
its hunger is satisfied, and it is in health, it is not 
aware of life’s troublesome sea, but gently falls. 
asleep at the lullaby, and wakes up again without, 
fear of here or hereafter. : 

So may we if we trust in God that he doeth ali 
things well. . 

The abuse or misuse of what we possess lands. to. 
a severing of our chain of existence, link by link, . 
until we die before our allotted time. Itis.a slow: 
but sure way of suiciding. Christ says.20 murderer - 
can ever enter heaven. Tobacco, whisky, coffee,,. 
tea, morphine, and opium all hav their.drunkards. 

Why do not all Protestant churches unite? They~ 
believe in the same God; there’s good people in all;.. 
and bad also. John says when comparing us to trees. 
that every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit-. 
is hewn down, and cast into the fire. A treeis: 
very apt to burn up into ashes. But some.say we» 
burn forever, throughout all eternity., Gan; any~- 
thing be burnt up and do this? Can. we: 
see or feel our souls? Can they. be. burnt. 
or frozen? There is not a good mother, who. 
would punish her child always, no matter how. bad : 
it was. It is said, your father in. heaven; is; more: 
merciful to you than you are to your,children::. 
Without purity, we cannot see God. Without. 
loving him we cannot enter into the holy city:. 
Man born of woman is prone like the sparks whichh 
fly upward to do evil. 

The book of Genesis says God made all things, 
and called his creation good, and very good. 

If we read further we find that he repented that 
he made man, because he only did evil continually, 
He must hav known that his work would do so, 
when he made man, or else changed his mind. If 
he changed his mind, he was not such an infinitly 
wise God after all as some preach. Joshua said, 
Sun, stand still. Science says it did not. But if: 
the almighty made all things he can make the su 
even stand still or the moon either. i 

If we had a correct version of the Bible we would 
not need educated men to explain the book, as we 
, are sadly in need of now. 

Money is taken, by all denominations, of sinners 
‘a8 well as the righteous with no exceptions. T he 
Campbellites in Ohio do not pass the hat to us 
sinners, if we sit apart from them. But some others. 


—a truly consistent act with its own mean and 
grasping nature. It is the duty of every Free- 
thinker now, the duty of every lover of free- 
dom, to visit this Fair on Sunday if they pos- 
sibly can. Swell the crowds that attend it 
on Sunday. Show the administration that 
we appreciate and approve their action in - 
opening the Fair gates in face of the 
mountains of prejudice that hay been 
brought to bear against them. I should 
be pleased if every Freethinker visiting 
the Fair would call at our headquarters 
while in Chicago, where we may be seen 
at any time. Jonn R. CHARLESWORTE, 

Sec. Freethought Federation of America. 

345 W. Randolph st., Chicago, Nl. 


Some Portraits. 


WOULDN'T THESE GENTLEMEN HAV HARMONIZED BETTER WITH THEIR ENVIRONMENT IF THEY HAD FLOURISHED ABOUT 


1620 ?}— The Jury. 
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are as much beggars as the tramp. Let the church 
support itself, and go and visit the widow, orphans, 
and poor, and not pray God to do so. Nor think 
we sinners wish an interest in their prayers until 
they turn out their rich liars, hypocrits, tattlers, etc. 
J. L. BUSHNELL. 


i 
Selfishness and Socialism. 


All the attempts which hav been made since the 
dawn of history to equalize its burdens of labor 
and justly distribute its rewards hav failed because 
man is as yet. under the dominion of the purely 
animal instincts. The greed of the hog, the fierce- 
‘ness of the tiger, the cunning of the fox, the pride 
of the peacock, hav been the combined impulses 
which hav ruled nations and individuals since this 
world was born. Dignifying these animal instincts 
by such terms as “self-interest,” “war,” «“ diplo- 
macy,” and “self-esteem,” does not in any degree 
mitigate their unquestioned animalism. Nor do 
the multitudinous evidences of man’s superiority to 
other animals in cunning devisements for his 
material well-being, and which we call civilization, 
alter or soften in the slightest the nature of these 
predominating qualities which impel him to action. 
On the other hand they seem to intensify and exalt 
them, and we bow in reverent obedience to the 
mandates of the rule of force to which they hav 
given birth. 

Under such a dominion is it any wonder that we 
fight, crowd, and trample on each other to get the 
biggest ear of corn in the pen? 

The world is one vast arena of battling contests 
for plunder and supremacy; the fight is ever on, 
and the universal interest in it never abates. 

Those who hav attained the mastery are kept 
busy fighting off those who seek to displace them 
by invading and occupying their positions. War, 
rapin, and murder ensue, the positions change— 
the patrician becomes the plebeian and the pro- 
letariat, and the latter opens his peacock feathers 
and struts out-his brief reign until he in turn is de- 
throned and again enslaved. 

In the short breathing-spells snatched from this 
all-absorbing battle of life a sort of mongrel 
morality has been instituted which, having for its 
basic origin nothing but pure animalism, necessarily 
appeals to that element in man and finds. a ready 
acceptance. Under the guise of religion it promises 
rewards and punishments for acceptance or re- 
jection of belief in the silliest proposition that was 
ever presented to a gullible people. The eternal 
principle of natural justice forms no part of its 
decalog. It outrages the natural faculty of reason 
by placing the punishments of an alleged “ original 
sin” on the shoulders of an innocent, unselfish 
man, whom it proceeds to raise to the altitude of a 
creativ God, making dedief in this marvelous change 
a condition of “ salvation.” 

No man, be he Agnostic, Infidel, or possessed 
of any belief, can consistently deny the fact that 
whoever uttered the three words, “Love one 
another,” solved in their utterance all religious or 
sociological questions that hav arisen or can arise 
in the history of the human race. It will be ob- 
served that the church which claims that the utterer 
of these words is the God of their salvation has 
never attempted to obey that command. It has 
established a sort of soul insurance society the sub- 
scribers to which sign articles of belief and pay as 
much premium as can be extorted from them, and 
this is all that is required to insure them an eter- 
nity of bliss in the next world. What particular 
virtue there is in thus looking after one's self for 
the next world and ignoring the claims of our 
brother man to our love in this we leave the Pres- 
byterian general assembly to decide. 

With these preliminary remarks, showing that the 
church is not engaged in the moral uplifting of the 
race by advocating the principle of universal love, 
-we proceed to glance at the “reforms,” so called, 
‘which break forth spasmodically with promises of a 
‘sure and speedy establishment of justice and right 
for the sons of toil. 

The most pretentious of these at present is the 
Socialist Labor party. It gets square into the 
roadway of our modern civilization and taking it 
by the throat proceeds to demand an unconditional 
surrender of its cherished and vested rights. Many 
of these demands are just, some are impracticably 
vague and will need revision, but all are an expres- 
sion of a sense of injustice and wrong not to be 
longer tolerated. ; 

It was my privilege recently to address an audi- 
ence composed for the most part of Socialists. I 
endeavored to show that love for all men—a re- 
ciprocal, co-operativ interest in the welfare of the 
whole people by the whole people—would lift us 
above the beast and possibly develop a soul in us 
and would be the solution of the vexed question of 
our unjust and imperfect social condition. To my 


surprise, the leaders combated this idea of unselfish- 
ness. They wanted no voluntary love from their 
fellow-man, no graceful concessions, no reciprocal 
interchange with all mankind. They gloried in 
their selfishness, and cited the fact that we are all 
selfish, and what they wanted was the earth. In 
vain I tried to lift their thoughts above animal 
selfishness, to impart a racial pride that would dis- 
tinguish us from the beasts; they would hav none 
of it. They would rather hav their opponents 
bound down to compliance than their cheerful con- 
cession. 

This experience at this meeting revealed to me 
the cause of the failure of reforms and gave rise to 
the thoughts expressed at the commencement of 
this article. 

Here was an organization whose object was 
beneficent, but whose intense selfishness made them 


intolerant of the conceded right of others to capital 
They were 
oblivious to the fact that these possessors of capital 


and the machinery of production. 


and machinery were in no wise personally to blame 


for being such owners, but were the logical outcome 


of the very selfishness which they themselvs were 
proud to possess. 


and that to wrest them from them by force or stat- 


ute would be manifest injustice has not the slightest 
‘They are as 
careless of the rights of the capitalists as the capital- 
They use the same weapon 
—g club of greed. It needs but a glance at these 
combatants to see who will come out victorious. 
Entrenched behind law, custom, prejudice, and with 
the sinews of war (money) in plenty to bribe or 
coerce the poor proletariat from political allegiance 
to his self-confessed selfish leaders, the capitalist 
can smile in supreme disdain at the abortiv efforts 


weight with these leading Socialists. 


ists hav been of theirs. 


of radical Socialism. . 


The only relief that will ever come to underpaid 
labor through the dawn of justice in this world will 
It will 
come only through the resurrection of mankind 
from the quagmire of animal wallowing to a higher 


not come by force or by political action. 


altitude of reciprocal beneficent existence. 
Wiitiam ALLEN Smita. 


Chinese and Church. 
From the Coast Seamen's Journal. 


The clergy hav again shown the hoof in their 
With very 
rare exceptions these gentlemen are opposed tooth 
and nail to what they are pleased to call our 
barbarity toward an unfortunate people, and hay 
even gone so far as to threaten the nation wee 

his 
is all directly in keeping with the record of the 
Religion as it is 
taught by them is a mere abstraction, a dream, in- 
stead of, as its philosophy directs, a practical treat- 


present attitude toward the Geary act. 


direst results if the law is put into operation. 


clergy as related to the people. 


ment of every-day conditions. No wonder the 


great masses of the people of the United States are 
non-church-goers when we witness the maudlin, rav- 


ing execration of the sleek tricksters of the pulpit. 
The religion of Christ, as it has been taught by 
these conservators of injustice, is a thing to be well 
rid of; a thing to revolt against ; it has been ever 
for the rich man and against the poor. Resigna- 
tion, subjection, meekness, toleration, and a bending 
of the knee to the hatred, malice, and lust of the 
usurpers of God’s own domain on earth—these are 
the mandates of the church. And it has always 
been so ; a jealous regard for the Peter’s pence has 


kept back the light for centuries and is to-day ob- 


scuring it. We see this in the history of all relig- 
ions before and since the time of Christ, in the 
crucifixion, 
seventeenth-century despotism in Britain and the 
continent, and afterward among the refugees on our 
own soil who placed the shackles of religious 
domination on our country before it was well born. 
We note the same thing among the prostituted and 
petted preachers of Louis XVI., whose conservation 
of the wrongs of the people accelerated the French 
Revolution instea of preventing it, as they would 
hav done if their religion had been less than asnare 
to trap the unwary. To-day the mouthing herd are 
unanimous in their ery, “ Seek ye the light !” while 
they hold the pali of their destructiv teachings 
over the peopie. Theirs is outwardly a beautiful 
theory of ‘ peace and good will;” inwardly it is a 
disgusting callous that is dead to every perception 
of humanity. Veritable whited sepulchers are these 
preachers of a morality that is immoral, activ in the 
work of conserving the power of wealth and wrong 
in the interests of their own beloved Peter’s pence, 
and deaf to the cry of suffering humanity. A better 
example of the treachery of this misnamed religion 
could not be had than in the attitude of the clergy 
toward the Chinese now. They openly advocate 


And the fact that centuries of 
custom and law concede these rights to capitalists 


in the tyranny of Constantine, in | 


the breach of the law on the ground that it is un- 
just to the Chinaman, but really in the fear and. 
conviction that every step of that sort is a step: 


toward the emancipation of the nation’s wage-slaves: 
and the consequent reduction of Peter's pence.. 
The clergy may find before long that they hav 
been trying to stem the running tide of knowledge 
and liberty, religious and social, with sand. 


The Newark Liberal League 


being desirous of fostering the social talent that 
is apt to lie inert with the Freethinkers generally, 
and with a hope of a better acquaintanceship with 
neighboring individuals of that order, would like to 
meet them at Glen island on Friday, July 7, 1893. 
The steamer upon which they will journey to the 
island is the regular Starin steamer leaving pier 18,, 
N. R., at 9:45, South Fifth street, Brooklyn, 10:06,, 
and Thirty-second street, E. R., 10:30 am. Fare: 
for round trip forty cents for adults and twenty, 
cents for children. Tickets are purchased on the: 
steamer. For those wishing to carry provisions: 
there is an island with tables, etc., used exclusivly: 
for lunches, while for others, the clam-bake, restau:- 
rant, and dairy are available. For amusements: 
there are boats, bathing, swings, animals, birds;, 
fishes, and various other attractions. The monu- 
ment and grave of the great Freethinker, Thomas 
Paine, is near by and can be visited. Subjoined is 
the entire time-table of the steamers, as some may 
be able to join them later in the day. The ommi- 
present photographer will be on hand and en- 
deavor to obtain a group picture of those who do 
not object. Come one and all and let us, get better 
acquainted that we may enjoy and assist each other. 
Steamers leave Pier 18, N. R., foot of Cortlandt. 
street, 9:45, 10:45 a.m., 12 m., 1:30, 2:30, 3:30, 5:15 
p.m.; Thirty-second street, E. R., 10:30, 11:30 a.m, 
12:45, 2:15, 2:45, 3:15, 4:15, 5:45 r.m.; South Fifth 
street, Brooklyn, 10:05, 11:05, a.m., 12:20, 1:50, 
2:30, 2:50, 3:50 r.m. Returning, leave at 3:00, 5:00, 
5:30, 6, 7, 8 o’clock r.m. 


The World’s Fair Open on Sunday. 


The correspondent of the Journal, Atlanta, Ga., 
has this to say: 


The World’s Fair was open yesterday, and will be open. 
every Sunday till the final close of the Exposition. 

The question of Sunday closing is settled. It has beem 
adjudicated by the highest tribunal. Justice Fuller, sts- 
tained by his learned associates on the bench, has em-- 
phasized the wisdom and truth of the maxim, written, in, 
the Constitution: ‘‘Congress shall make no law respect-. 
ing religion.” ‘ 

aid a distinguished Chicago lawyer to me to-day: 

“I regard the decision of Justice Fuller regarding the 
Sunday opening as a most important deliverance, A 
vital principle was involved, viz.: Is this a free country, 
or shall it be controled by fanatics? When Congress, 
nagged on by pharisees and zealots, sought to make such 
a law, it at once became the duty of all conservativ peo- 
ple in the United States to oppose it by legal and moral 
means. If Congress can, with impunity, annul that pro- 
vision of our Constitution which divorces the state and 
church, and the courts uphold the nullification, Congress 
will proceed to annul other provisions of the Constitution, 
Sunday closing of the World’s Fair would be the small 
end of a revolutionary wedge whose further entrance into 
constitational restraints and safeguards would be merely 
a question of time.” 

A prominent Southerner here says he regards this as a 
states’ rights victory, and as such it should delight the. 
Southern heart. . 

SUNDAY AT THE FAIR. 

Thronging thousands yesterday testified their approval: 
of Justice Fuller’s decision by attending the Fair. It 
was an ideal June day—not too hot. 

Early in the morning a steady stream of visitors poured}! 
into the gates,and by noon more than sixty thousand! 
visitors were sauntering about the grounds. The erowdi 
was distinguished by perfect decorum, by neatness off 
dress, and by an eagerness to see everything. At least 
one-half of tbis crowd had never before visited the Expo- 
sition. This half consisted of laborers, mechanics, clerks, 
saleswomen, and others who are kept busy every week- 
day. The Sunday opening was a godsend to them, para- 
doxical as this expression may seem. 

Many of the Visitors started on a tour of the buildings, 
but were disappointed when they found many of the ex- 
hibits under cover. There was a great quantity of un- 
bleached sheeting exhibited in the buildings, and many 
of the pavilions were closed. 

NOTES. 

Great Britain’s section was open, but many of the dis-.. 
plays were curtained from view. 

France’s pavilion was open, and was thronged with. 
people all day. It presented a gala-day appearance. 

Japan’s big display was closed, much to the disappoint- . 
ment of the sightseers. 

All the exhibits in the Agricultural Building were open, , 
and in the Machinery Hall everything was in full blast. 

Most of the other buildings looked very much as they,- 
look any week-day. 

Many of the state buildings were entirely closed. Cali-- 
fornia and Illinois, which were wide open, attracted the: 
most visitors. 

The exhibits made by Virginia, North Carolina, Kan- 
sas, and Oregon were displayed as usual, but Pennsylva- 
nia and the New England states ignored the Sunday 
opening and would hav nothing to do with the Fair. 


a 
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betters of Friends. 


Soothing-Syrup and Sunday-School Dis- 
placed. 
Cass Crry, Micu., June 13, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find $3. Do not 
stop my paper. You see, we are raising 
our family, and my little girl and boy cry 
for Taz TRUTH SEEKER the same as other 
children cry for soothing-syrup or to go to 
Sunday-school. Both of the latter are 
used when ignorance is in the saddle. 
D. P. Demma, M.D. 


Cireulates Truth. 

New Jaspsr, O., June 13, 1893. 
Mr. Enprror: Inclosed find $3 to con- 
tinue our intimacy another year. I dis- 
tribute many numbers after perusing 
them, and am confident of good results 
from the same, but no one has yet given 
me permission to send his name for the 
paper. Please send me some extra copies 
and I will make the best possible use of 
them to increase the circulation of the 

dear old TRUTH SEEKER. 
Cuas. R. KIMBERLEY, 


A Speaker Givs Food for Thought. 
Denpnos, O., June 11, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: Inclosed please find $1, 
for which send me three copies of ‘‘ Hard 
Knocks at Christianity,” one Voltaire’s 
**Pucket Theology,” and five ‘‘Infidels 
and Charity.” 

Mr. John R. Charlesworth was here and 
delivered a series of three lectures which 
were very good. He is an eloquent 
speaker and gave the boys some food for 
thought. Jos. Rota. 


Givs This Paper First Place. 
PaREERSBURG, ORe., June 7, 1893. 
Mr. Evrror: I thank you for the receipt 
of the grand old TRUTH SEEKER, and I 
wish you to send it along until Isay stop 
or I die. You see I hay taken it for so 
long that it would be next thing to imprs- 
sible to do without it. You send her and 
I will pay for her. Itake a half dozen 
newspapers and your paper is always the 
first one read. 
Accept my best wishes for you and your 
efforts. In the cause, D. J. Lows. 


Are Our Dream Experiences Real? 

Los ANGELES, CAL., June 11, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: Being an interested 
reader of the mental conflict now going on 
between Wettstein and Miss Chapman, I 
would like to propound a question which 
I hope will receive attention, although 
the discussion is confined to them alone. 
Miss Chapman asserts that dreamland is a 
real world, and what is seen, felt, and ex- 
perienced in dreams is as real to the soul 
as what is seen, felt, and experienced in 
our moments of wide-awake consciousness. 
Are we to understand that an incubus and 
a succubus are real spiritual entities, and 
the soul has a real and actual experience 
with these hitherto supposed creatures of 
imagination, produced by food and drink? 
Has not Miss Chapman asserted some 
things that lack the possibility of sub- 
stantiation and reveal immense and un- 

limited credulity ? C. SEVERANOE. 


A Preacher Admits He Hasn’t Common 
Sense. . 
Miurorp, Mass., May 80, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find $3, for which 
send Tue TRUTH SEEKER to the persons 
whose addresses I inclose for six months, 
commencing with the number of May 20th, 
Putnam’s World’s Fair Notes. 

I hav been reading the number of May 
20th TRUTH SEEKER to quite a num- 
ber of persons with the above result—one 
subscriber; and in order to make even 
dollars to send, I subscribe for the other 
person named, presuming that you take 
such insults kindly. 

The Methodist minister in this town 
- said, ‘‘ If the Fair is opened Sunday, Iehall 
not go.” As the Fair was opened Sunday, 
very likely they had not heard of his de- 
cision, or rather lack of ‘‘ commen sense.” 
Bishop Vincent, in a sermon at Grace 
Methodist Episcopal church of Chicago, 
is credited with saying Sunday, ‘I 
havn’t gone so far as to say that if the 
Fair is open on Sundays I will not attend 
week-days. I hav some common sense 
left. The people who say such things 


forget that they must come to Chicago 
on the cars of companies that run on 
Sundays.” For once I agree with the 
bishop. Cuas. C. JOHNSON. 


“Jnst Like Chnreh Folks” to Know 
~ Nothing About Their Religion. 
Movon» City, June 4, 1893. 

Mr. Eprtor: Icannot get along without 
Tue Truta SEEKER. I had to stop the 
others I was taking so I could the better 
pay for the one which suits me best, and as 
I cannot read as much as when my eyes 
were younger I think it does me more 
good. 

It looks as though something was wanted 
here, to see two church buildings minus a 
preacher to look after the lambs. It may 
be they are short of funds to pay them. 
If they depended on such as I they would 
hav to try something else for a livelihood. 
I hay been twice at church in thirty years. 
I happened to be at burials. Soon after 
one of them I asked a friend if they re- 
membered the text. They could not tell 
me. They were surprised when I told 
them. I said, ‘‘ Just like church folks.” 

I wish my name was on Putnam’s list 
for membership. I cannot raise a new 
subscriber here, although there are lots of 
Liberals here that can pay for the paper, 
but they do not want it to come to the 
office in their name, but will pay toward 
thechurch. None of them will attack me, 
although I often giv them a chance. 

Yours for truth, JAMES ADAMS, 
If Our National Prosperity Comes from 
God, Then His Agents Should Rule. 

Portianp, Mer., June, 1898. 

Mr. Eprtor: I inclose a report of a ser- 
mon of Sunday, 11th inst., in which it is 
claimed that we owe our prosperity as a 
nation to the Bible and the church. If 
that is so—if those things are supreme, if 
the ownership belongs to them second- 
arily as the representativs of God (using 
the name God from their standpoint)— 
then are they right in pressing their claim 
to get their God into the Constitution and 
for national Sabbath legislation. That 
irreligious Constitution is all wrong if they 
are right. Our prosperity and success as 
a self-governing people is not due to our 
Constitution, but in spite of it. This 
question is not sufficiently discussed. It 
should be placed before the public by Lib- 
erals and squarely met. For one, I am 
not prepared to surrender the principles 
of Thomas Jefferson. I claim that what 
the church calls ‘‘ Infidelity” is what we 
are indebted to, and that it can be proved. 

I will not say any more. If you hav a 
short treatis on this question — brief 
enough for people to stop to read—I would 
like to circulate afew. We do not hav 
any Liberal publishing house here, and 
papers are afraid of the religious sentiment. 

Fraternally yours, Wm. H. Haart. 


Wishes God and the Czar Pnt Down. 
i Sarpa, CoL., May 5, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: I send you to-day per mail 

one hundred copies ‘‘Hard Knocks,” 
which please accept as a donation for the 
good of the cause—your cause and my 
cause and the cause of everyone who be- 
lieves in human liberty. As soon as I can 
dispose of this edition I shall want another 
cheaper edition, which can be sold ata 
low price and scattered broadcast over this 
priest-cursed land. 

Your editorials against the design argu- 
ment and the idea of a supreme ruler met 
my hearty approval. Man will never be 
wholly free until this idea is banished from 
the world. Iwish you could find time and 
space for a leader on the penal code of 
‘*Holy Russia.” I wish, in view of the 
recent attempt to fasten a clause requiring 
extradition of political offenders upon this 
country, and of the action of. the Rev. 
Mountebank in Brooklyn in praising and 
defending the government of that country, 
that every citizen of this country could 
realize what a damnable, despicable gov- 
ernment that is. I fairly grind my teeth 
in impotent rage when I see one who pro- 
fesses to be a man uphold the royal family 
of that cursed country in the most stu- 
pendous crime ever perpetrated in the 
world—the enslavement and degradation 
of a whole nation. I believe that I would 
beas red-handed a terrorist as any of them 
were I there. 


I expect to make several additions to my 
scanty library from your publications as 
soor as I can find time to read them. 

All honor to Wettstein, who by his clear 
logic and unanswerable arguments has 
bavished the Gods from the universe and 
driven me from my Agnostic position to 
that which he so sturdily defends. 

But time presses. Here let us part— 
you to tend the flaming beacon on the hill; 
I to hold aloft my feeble torch, strong in 
the hope that. Light will yet prevail and 
banish darkness from the land." 

Yours for human rights, l 
RICHARD WHEELER. 


Helps People Search the Scriptnres. 


Botstrort, Wass., June 11, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: I see that my subscription 
expires June 26th, and I cannot do with- 
out the paper in this fanatical religious 
district. The very name of ‘‘truth 
seeker ” is rank poison to many of the 
pious frauds we hay here; but I manage 
to get them to look at the pictures, and 
many of them make them shudder with 
fear for their sacred pet, the Bible. I 
also take pains to copy many of the good 
things given in the columns of the dear 
old paper, and in this way I get them to 


‘read things that they utterly ignore in 


print, and by this mode of action I hav 
actually toned some of them down to 2 lit- 
tle reason and common sense. 

With the young people, I hav been in 
the habit of quoting select passages of 
scripture, until. at the present time the 
Bible is being investigated and read as it 
never was before. Some of our brightest 
young men many times come to me for in- 
formation, and they always get it, as I hav 
a pretty fair library of Freethought lit- 
erature. Another item is, that the younger 
boys find the beautiful passages of holy 
obscenity and pass them around to their 
sweethearts, and ine result is that the ris- 
ing generation of the fair ones are so dis- 
gusted with Holy Slush that onr last win- 
ter’s revivals were a dead failure; they 
only warn ed over two old converts. 

Youre ‘or Truth and Mental Liberty, 

G. A. Born. 


Chr stians Delight to Bark and Bite. 
SANGER, CAL., May 28, 1893. 
Mr: Epiror: Inclosed please find $5, 
for which send Tae TRUTH SEEKER for 
one year and ‘‘Old Testament Stories 
Comically Tllustrated;’’ also ‘‘ Bible Tem- 
perance,” by E. ©. Walker; ‘* Men, 
Women, and Gods,” by Helen Gardener; 
**The Public Schools and the Catholic 
Church,” by L. K. Washburn; ‘‘ Crimes 
of Preachers;” ‘‘Sabbath-Breaking,” by 
Remsburg; ‘‘Science vs. Religion,” by 
T. ©. Widdicombe; ‘‘Spiritualism—Is It 
a Faith or a Fact?” Washburn; ‘‘ The 
False Teaching of the Christian Church,” 
Washburn; ‘‘ What Liberalism Offers in 
Place of Christianity,” B. F. Underwood. 
My wife sent for a three months’ subscrip- 
tion to your most valuable of all papers I 
hay ever had the pleasure of reading, and 
as the time will expire on June 25th we 
wish to renew for one year. 
- Sanger is a railroad town of about 
twelve hundred inhabitants, who support 
six churches, thirteen saloons, and two 
drugstores where intoxicants can be pro- 
cured. They also support a Good Tem- 
plars’ order. The other Sunday some of 
the ministry attacked the order by saying 
that it was not a fit place for church- 
members to go and spend their time and 
money, and, as some of the members of 
the I. O. G. T. belong to the church, it 
has caused quite a disturbance. The 
chief Templar has challenged the ministry 
to a joint discussion. The challenge was 
made last evening, but we hav not learned 
the decision of the ministry. But I do 
not think they hav the manhood to come 
out from behind the pulpit and debate the 
question fairly. Ihav been a Freethinker, 
or in other words a believer in Spiritual- 
ism, but the more I investigate on that 
line the lessI see in the phenomena to 
cause me to believe that it is more than 
force and electricity or mind-power over 


mind. Hoping Liberalism will increase, 
I remain, Yours for Truth, 
L. A. Ross. 


A Glorious Freethought Picnic. 
PoRrTLAND, Oru., June 8, 1893. 
Mr. Eprtor: I take the pleasure of writ- 


ing you of the grand success the Liberals 
had at their picnic at Rock island and 
Castle Kehm, the home of the secretary of 
the Oregon Secular Union. At 8:30 a.m. 
the steamer Altoona—as beautiful and 
commodious a steamer as is on the Willa- 
mette river—left the dock with over one 
hundred men, besides the ladies snd 
children. The steamer floated flags 
abundantly, and was decorated with the 
three grand words on every side, forward 
and aft: ‘‘Universal Mental Liberty.” 
The band played all sentimental and pa- 
triotic music. We arrived in Oregon City | 
and were greeted by friends who swelled 
the crowd. Then passing through the 
lock, which is forty-five feet high, was a 
feast for the minds of a good many. Then 
we landed at the home of our secretary, 
and after a hearty greeting of our friends 
who were there to receive us refreshments 
in abundance were served. Music, songs, 
and many games of innocent pleasure 
were enjoyed, and many walked around to 
view nature’s great work. After all had 
congregated together before returning we 
were provided with one of Oregon’s best 
artists, Mr. Bechler, and all can commem- 
orate the 4th of June, m.m. 293, by look- . 
ing at the picture. After our bidding 
adieu to all remaining, the palatial steamer 
steamed out, the band playing sentimental 
‘and patriotic music. Of course it is un- 
necessary to say it was a financial success. 
And not a person showed the least sign of 
dissatisfaction. Everyone seemed pleased. 
We arrived in Portland at 7:00 P.m. and 
steamed down the river with our Universal 
Mental Liberty banners floatins. It really 
was a Fourth of July to all on board. We 
went down the river as far as the Method- 
ist University College, and giving them 
a chance to view our banners and hear the 
sweet sentimental mugic we returned to 
Taylor street dock, where everyone dis- 
persed to his or her home in every direc- 
tion a compass could point. The Liberals 
are going to giva Grand Harvest Picnic, 
and extend a cordial invitation to the 
public. 

Bidding you good-bye, and wishing you 
success with your valuable paper, I re- 
main your friend in Universal Mental 
Liberty, J. J. Traoy. 


Can Both the Affirmativ and the Nega- 
tiv of a Proposition Be “‘ Foolish??? 
Rooneuxz, ILL., June 6, 1893. 

Mr. Enprror: ‘‘I think that it is just as 
foolish to try to prove that there is no 
God as it is to prove that there is a God” 
(S. P. Lindahl). But, pray, why? Does 
not our geod brcther’s proposition imply 
that it is foolish to try and prove that 
there is a God? If so, how can it be fool- 
ish to controvert a foolish proposition? If 
either one of these antithetical proposi- 
tions is foolish, the other, as a logical ne- 
cessity, is correct. 

Let me paraphrase the brother’s propo- 
sition: ‘‘I think that it is just as foolish to 
try to prove that there is no devil as it 
is to prove that there is a devil.” Its 
CilMogic and (un)reasonableness is iden- 
tical. Yet Brother Lindahl will hardly 
insist that it is foolish to prove to those 
deluded mortals who still fear a devil and 
his abode, that there.is no such a monster, 
The noblest work of man is, I think, torid 
the world of devils, gods, and ghosts. 

By almost universal consent his ‘'sa- 
tanic majesty” has been consigned to 
oblivion by all thinking minds; not so his 
august chief, who is still considered a 
logical necessity to explain natural phe- 
nomena, But now, when it can be dem- 
onstrated as- plain as 2x2==4 that the 
universe is eternal and self-existent, it isthe 
duty of all those who, like our brother, con- 
cede that the God idea is absurd, to prove 
to the world, if possible, this important 
fact, so that the energy of humanity and 
the mental and material resources of the 
world may cease to be sacrificed upon the 
altar of superstition. 

Of course to reasonable minds it is not 
necessary to prove that twice two equals 
four and not five, but when a large share 
of the world’s population still insist that 
twice two equals five and without proof, it 
then becomes our duty, if possible, to 
prove the negativ of such proposition, 

Materialism, which implies that nature 
embodies within itself the potency of all 
phenomena, simply affirms that 2x 2 = 4, 


rr 
After such instructions comes the prayer | by dogmas, creeds, and isms. Popery is 
now drawing its dragon form through our 
fair country and is stealthily winding its 
‘deadly coils around American liberty, 
freedom of conscience, and independence 
of thought. 


Theism, which seeks the cause of all 
phenomena beyond nature, arrogantly 
affirms that 2x2 = 5, but sadly fails to 
prove it. i 

To insist that a man is dead when he 
ceases to breathe, when his life-fluid ceases 
to circulate, and his constituents hav as- 
sumed other form, equals twice two is 
four; but to insist he survives the dissolu- 
tion of his organism, equals twice two is 
five. -As it can be mathematically proved 
that twice two is four, this implies that it 
cannot possibly be five. : . 

Orro WETTSTEIN. 


Women Are as Wise as Men, Would Vote 
as Satisfactorily, and Would Not Help 
the Church, 


June 18, 1893. -| 


Mr. Eprror: For some weeks past I hav 
noticed articles in Tos TRUTH SEEKER for 
and against woman suffrage. Among others 
I observed a letter in Tum TRUTH SEBKER 
of June 8d, signed J. H. Hamilton, in 
which he says: ‘‘As to woman suffrage, 
whilst it may be woman’s right in the ab- 
stract, itis my opinion if we giv them the 
right to vote we will put ourselvs in a 
worse condition than .we now are in.” 
Granting, for the sake of argument, that 
this is true, does it justify us in withhold- 
ing the ballot from them? If I owe a man 
$5 and refuse to giv it to him, because I 
know he will immediately resort to some 
saloon and get drunk, will this knowledge 
exonerate me for cheating him out of his 
money? I think not. z 

While he admits the indisputableness of 
their right to the ballot, and I presume 
will not deny that they are as well qualified 
asthe men to cast an intelligent vote, he 
advocates withholding the ballot from 
them because he fears they will not see 
certain issues in the same light as he does. 
Is this a true Liberal sentiment? 

In plain language he is advocating what 
religion has advocated for centuries—i. e., 
If any man dares to differ from us he must 
be crushed. - 

But is it true that we will place ourselvs 
in & worse condition than we are at pres- 
ent by giving woman the ballot? It isa 
well-demonstrated fact that she has men- 
tal endowments equal to the man. Her 
perceptions are just as keen, her judg- 
ment just as sound. She can fill any po- 
sition or profession where intellectual 
powers are necessary, and if the oppor- 
tunity were given her, I see no reason 
why she could not cast as intelligent a bal- 
lot as the oppositsex. 

Mr. Hamilton says, ‘* The vast majority 
of them will vote as the parson dictates, 
and, as self-preservation is the first law of 
nature, I am not willing to giv the preacher 
a club to break my head.” In every 
country where the Christian religion has 
held sway, its promulgators hav never 
failed to grasp every weapon, and use 
every means, to subvert liberty. 

The thousands of preachers and priests 
of this religion are by no means the weak 
and shallow-minded men that some people 
would lead us to believe. They are the 
most crafty and subtle class of people that 
the world has ever produced. They are 
fully aware that the duel they are fight- 
ing with liberty is a life-and-death strug- 
gle, and they are not the kindof men that 
will allow the slightest advantage to es- 
cape them. For eighteen hundred years 

» they hav kept their religion afloat, lived 
lives of luxury, and robbed the people, 
sometimes by controversy, and more times 
by the thumb-screw, the rack, and the 
sword. They hav always been ready to 
use any means that would result the most 
advantageously to their cause. To-day 
they are using the ballot; and, if women 
suffrage would giv them a club to break 
our heads with, rest assured we would 
long ago hav been wearing court-plaster 
on our ¢raniums. 

I concede the point that the majority of 
women would vote as the parson dictates, 
but of what benefit would that be to the 
clergy, when the majority of men are 
already doing so? If the opening or clos- 
ing of the World’s Fair was to be left toa 
vote of citizens of the United States, what 
an awful majority the clergy would roll 
up against Sunday opening. It is the 
same with any political issae on which the 
church itself ig not divided, Leta bill be 
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presented in the senate of any state in the 
Union which is going to interfere with 
any of their customs or practices, and how 
quickly it is snowed under. 

They already control the male vote and 
consequently do not need the female vote. 
But if it would be of the slightest advan- 
tage to them, women would be voting be- 
fore another presidential election rolled 
around. I hope, and expect, to liv to see 
the time when every woman can vote, and 
it is a mystery to me how any man calling 
himself a Liberal can oppose woman 
suffrage, B. J. McEwen. 


to the God they know nothing of. Then 

follows the hymn, often from the old 

collection of Watts: 

An everlasting hell there is, and never- 
dying flames, 

Where children must forever dwell in 
darkness, fire, and pains. 

Hav faith it ie the same in all the human 
race. . 

For hell is crammed with infants damned, 
without a day of grace. 

The same hymn is used on funeral 
occasions for the consolation of parents of 
the children that die without the saving 
ordinance of baptism or sprinkling. Under 
the infiuence of such teaching and Chris- 
tian drill as cited above, and continued 
with most of us for fifteen or more con- 
secutiv years, when our minds were tem- 
pered to receive impressions and belief in 
the Bible God without doubting or the 
right to doubt or think for ourselvs, we 


Would Christians But Read the Bible, 
They Would Disbelieve It. 


Sonprers’ Homn, Luavenworts Co., 
Kanv., June 22, 1893, 


Mr. Enrror: For the last fifteen years 
T hav had the chance, and improved it, to 
read Toe TRUTH SEEKER and must ac- 
knowledge the benefit and help it has been 
in more conclusivly establishing me in my 
own peculiar beliefs and opinions. The 
distinctly independent, intelligent, and 
Liberal stand it takes; its communica- . 
tions; its views, presented by reason and 
logic, as found in its columns, fully con- 
firmed by reliable history and observation, 
cause the chief sky-pilots, such arch 
hypocrits as De Witt Talmage, Jo Cook 
& Co., to flutter and fume, and to keep 
clear of opev, free, and fair discussion— 
although an occasional attempt is made by 
some meek and lowly follower of J. Christ 
to stand up as a witness for his cause, 
The witness is often a cross-road or 
schoolhouse ‘‘ Rev.,” never advances an 
opinion of his own, but is full of quota- 
tions from that old book of fables the 
Bible. Natural sympathy for my fellow- 
man compels me to suggest that you be a 
little more lenient with the lay members 
and the crossroad and schoolhouse 
“ Revs.” Do not flay them so unmerci- 
fully. Most of them are the slaves of 
priestcraft. Some are susceptible to feel- 
ings of sympathy, regret, respect, and 
even shame, the same as we are—of course 
not in the same degree. Yes, Mr. TRUTH 
Szxxker, deal gently with the middle and 
lower class of Christian shepherds and the 
sheep of their flocks. We are well aware 
that they are not altogether to blame, 
hardly accountable or responsible for their 
beliefs, They hav no ideas nor opinions of 
their own, for the reason that in their 
youth when their minds were plastic, 
obedient to the will of their parents, they 
were compelled to be continually listening 
to the reading of the few passages in the 
Bible that are fit to read and selections 
from the New Testament of many good 
and practical rules, forced to the Christian 
Sunday-school, made to listen to a set of 
rules for their observance usually declared 
by the oldest solemn-visaged hypocrit in 
the district. The children’s attention is 
gained by the speaker’s attitude. Ghostly 
white, eyes upturned, with finger pressing 
one nostril to produce the necessary 
twang pitch, he proceeds to drawl in 
language about as follows: ‘‘My dear 
children, it is my Christian duty to remind 
you that we are in the presence of an all- 
seeing God; that we hav been called to- 
gether by his divine command; that in 
our willing obedience we hav met to con- 
fess our many sins, praise him that is 
above and over all, and giv thanks that 
through shedding the blood and the cruci- 
fixion of his innocent son Jesus Christ the 
way was opéned for our escape from the 
torments of an everlastivg, burning hell, 
our deserved punishment by an angry 
God. My dear children, will you ask, 
why such terrible punishment? This 
morning you heard read from God’s holy 
word, as found recorded in the third 
chapter of Genesis, the account of our 
first parents eating the forbidden fruit, 
disobeying the command of God. Or, to 
make it plainer to your immature minds, 
it was the sin of disobedience. By that 
very act of disobedience of Mother Eve 
death, sickness, sorrow, sin, and work 
came to be our lot in this world. Had not 
Eve eaten the apple there would not hav 
been death, sickness, sin, sorrow, crime, 
nor labor in this world. We should havy 
lived in a perfect paradise, in the presence 
of God, in company with angels and 
saints, in heaven through all eternity.” 


truth as declared by God in his divine 
word. It isa factof common observation 
and experience that dogmas and beliefs 
which hav been instilled into our minds 
during our years of minority, more es- 
pecially in regard to our existence and a 
future life, however false, are the most 
stubborn that we hav to rid ourselvs of. 
Another truth is, that a large majority 
of Christian cannibals who eat the body 
and drink the blood of Christ, naming the 
absurd performance sacrament or love 
feast, are those that hav not (some cannot) 
read the Bible or New Testament. They 
only get it second-hand in the Christian 
Sunday-school, and from behind the 
devil’s breastworks. Such believers are 
the most pugnacious, willing to die and 


not believe as they do. 


or opinion that God had anything to do 
with it more than he has had to do with 
the vilest books ever written. 

Aris TornE, 


Two Bad Signs of the Times—Truckling 
1o Royalty, and Church Amalgama- 
tion. 

CUTTINGSVILLE, VT., June 17, 1838. 

Mr. Eprror: Your sample copy came 
duly to hand, for which please accept our 
thanks. It appears by the title and con- 
tents of your journal that you are engaged 
in a noble and commendable cause, and 
your labor will doubtless be appreciated 
by the best and ablest minds of the pres- 
ent age. 
prove a very remunerativ enterprise. Yet 
the hope and belief that you hav lifted 
or may lift from the old ruts the 
load of bigotry and superstition that has 
crushed the masses for ages may be an 
ample reward for your indefatigable and 
ardent efforts. 

Truth is a rare and choice jewel and can 
only be winnowed and sifted from the 
great mass of ignorance, falsehood, delu- 
sion, and hypocrisy that has cursed the 
world from time immemorial by the most 
energetic and untiring efforts. Theology 
has been the bane of man’s existence from 
the earliest history of the human race. It 
has deluged the world in blood and tears, 
and caused more pain, anguish, human 
suffering, and sorrow than all other causes 
combined. Its bloody footprints can be 
traced in every land and every clime. It 
was brought to the inclement shores of 
New England in the Mayflower and was 
first to take root and grow in its steril soil, 
and its fruit ripened into the hanging of 
innocent men and women for alleged 
witchcraft and the burning, splitting the 
tongues, and cropping the ears of in- 
offensiv Quakers, and other inhuman out- 
rages. Theology has always been the 
inveterate foe of science, philosophy, as- 
tronomy, inventions, investigations, and 
progression. Men of the purest and 
noblest aspirations and of the most in- 
ventiv genius hav been branded, butch- 
ered, and burnt. Kings, priests, and 
potentates hav lounged and lolled in the 
lap of luxury, while the masses were 
saddled, bridled, croupered, and ridden 


must believe that we hav been taught the- 


fight for Jesus, ready to hang all that do 
The quarrel that 
commenced over a century ago concern- 
ing the use of the Bible in our schools 
would hay been ended now had its con- 
tinuous compulsory use prevailed. Had 
such been the case, it is the opinion of the 
writer that there would not now be a 
literary man or woman holding the belief 


Nevertheless, I fear it will not 
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As the fluttering leaf shows the direc- 
tion of the wind, so the reception given 
the crowned heads of monarchial powers 
and the shameful banqueting, toting, and 
junketing the ducal parties and princes 
apparent to the throne by our government 
officials, while the toiling masses pay the 
piper, afford sufficient cause for alarm, in 
connection with the influx of foreigners 
of every nationality, the secret societies, 
union rings, and other organizations. 
However much they may differ on other 
subjects, they all worship the same partial, 
revengeful, imaginary God that is fond 
of flattery and human sacrifices, and the 
Inquisitions and persecutions of the six- 
teenth century may be renewed and the 
massacre of the Huguenots, and the burn- 
ing of John Rogers at the stake, with his 
wife and nine small children, with one at 
the breast, forced to witness the awful 
tragedy, may be duplicated in this land of 
the free, home of the brave, and asylum 
of the oppressed. One enemy within 
the fort is more dangerous than a well- 
armed force in open field. Therefore, 
with the vast army of ignorant, deluded, 
inhuman, priest-ridden subjects of popish 
power within our borders, we are forced 
to believe the signs forebode a terrible, 
relentless storm. 

The press, that should be the arbiter of 
our rights and safeguard to our liberties, 
has become subservient in a great degree 
to priestly rule, and givs countenance, ap- 
proval, and support to Romish power. I. 
wish Tum Trora Srrxer might be fur- 
nished to every household in the world 
and relieve many a generous, loving heart 
of the great anxiety felt concerning an 
imaginary future existence. And the 
greatest truth that can be unfolded to them 
is that popes, bishops, priests, dominies, 
deacons, and the D.D’s know no more of 
a future existence than they do, and they 
know no more about it than they knew 
about their present existence a thousand 
years before they were born, and Pope 
Pius and his horde of priests and holy 
fathers with all their robes and rufiles, 
trappings and trumpery, are but leeches 
upon society, constantly blocking the 
wheels of progress, creating discord and 
dissension, instead of cultivating union, 
friendship, and brotherly love. 


Why are representativs of all the creeds 
and isms that curse the world to meet in 
ecclesiastical council in Chicago in next 
September, if not to amalgamate, coalesce, 
and harmonize their interests and views 
and establish a uniform religion to rule 
the world that will force every man to 
contribute to its support and stifie every in- 
dependent, generous thought and muzzle 
every liberal, truthful tongue? The cen- 
sus of 1892 shows by statistics published 
that there were in the United States 
6,250,045 Roman Catholics, 10,850 Greek 
Catholics, 13,504 Russian Orthodox, 104,- 
940 Presbyterians, 1,394 Apostolic Catho- 
lies, 470,760 Episcopalians, differing only 
in their ritualistic exercises, ceremonies, 
and despotic power over their deluded 
communicants. The country is also cursed 
with Hindooism, Mohammedanism, and 
other Asiatic creeds. There were also 162 
archbishops, cardinals, and bishops, with 
9,388 priests, and $124,323,270 invested in 
churches and temples of worship aside 
from other parochial institutions and de- 
testable nunneries. It can be readily seen 
that a half of this vast sum, saying noth- 
ing of the millions gathered annually from 
the sons of toil to support pope, bishops, 
cardinals, priests, and all other church 
functionaries, would furnish every desti- 
tute family in the land with comfortable 
houses and farms, giving relief to the poor 
and indigent and relieving the prisons and 
almshouses of most of their unfortunate 
inmates. Most of these priest-ridden sub- 
jects are engaged in riotous strikes and 
forcible demonstrations against every 


branch of human industry, resulting in 


the loss of millions of dollars in property 
and labor to both employer and employee ; 
yet there is no strike against the enormous 


gigantic robbery and church swindle. 


L. DAWLEY, 


412 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, JULY 4, 1893. 


“Children’s Gorner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wreon, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communica- 
tions for this Corner should be sent. 


© the dark and the daylight, = 23 
Phen the nights beginning fo lower, 
e 
Oa is mown as the Children's Hour.” 


When Nettie Went to School. 


Nettie, four years old, near,the window sat, 

She and her doll and the big;yellow cat, 

Watching the children, as they wandered by, 

Rosanna, Johnny, and sweet Bessie Bly, 

On their way to the schoolhouse on the hill, 

Where learning and play every hour did ful. 

Nettie watched them all with a wistful sigh, 

And said: ‘ They do to cool, an’ why sooden’t 1?” 

The old yellow cat looked up from her spool, 

And she seemed to say. "Why not go to school?” 

Then Nettie slid down from her high-backed 
chair, 

And tied ber pink bonnet over her hair. 

‘The bluebird was singing his sweetest note, 

And fleecy clouds in the sky were afloat; 

"The robins were building up in the tree, 

‘And the grass was as green as grass could be, 

When Nettie ran lightly down the road, 

Filled both her hands with the buttercup’s gold, 

Crept under the bars and stepped on a toad, 

Then climbed to the steps of the schoolhouse old. 

She paused a moment, then opened the do r, 

And let fall her flowers all over the floor. 

Her bonnet swung from the back of her head, 

And her cheeks were flushed to r<siest red; 

Her hair was straying quite dow: in her eyes, 

As shyly she gazed, in greatest surprise, 

At the rows of scholars on books intent, 

And one who was punished for time misspent. 


Then spying her sister on & back seat, 

‘She started toward her with nimble feet; 

Quick under’the desks, on her knees and hands, 
She crept till beside her she bravely stands. 
‘Thad moment there came on the door a pat, 
Which duly was opened by little Mat; 

When amid much laughter, and cries of “scat!” 
Who should walk in but a great yellow cat! 


The cat had followed Miss Nettie to school, 
Jn defiance of the <stablished rule, 

And, looking about, demure as you please, 

She began to “ Me-ow,” and then to sneeze 

“ Boy, turn out that cat!” said the teacher stern ; 
Tis children, not cats, who come he:e to learn. 
“ At’s my tat!” said Nettie; ‘if se tan’t tum, 

I san’t}—_Tum, Pansy, ’et us two do home!” 


The scholars giggled, and jiggled their feet, 
The teacher gravely comr lained of the heat, 
- And to hide smiles, remarked on the weather, 
‘As cat and Nettie marched off together. 
Susan H. WIXON. 


OT 
_ Bitterness. 
t Hushed be every thought that springs 
- From out the bitterness of things.” 

Yes, try and forget wrongs and re- 
wenges, and think of something nobler, 
better, and higher. Our thoughts build 
up our lives and make us what we are. 

Ibis even said that sad, sorrowful, and 
bitter thoughts create cancers and ulcers 
that eat ont the life. 

We know they do eat the happiness of 
life, and hence should do our best not to 

them. 
seer that ‘‘every sweet has its bit- 
” bub we will gather the sweet and 


Hie the bitter dregs as nearly as 


throw away 


soe T sh love, friendship, and kindness, 


and banish the bitterness of anger, hate, 
and malignity. i 

Pleasant memories make pleasant lives. 

Let no bitter memories of the has been, 
or the might hav been, mar the sunshine 
of the now. 

Turn the mind upon sweet scenes and 
joyous hours, and dwell happily and com- 
fortably therein. Aunt EMINA. 

a 
The Thrilling Drama of Life-Saving. 


One winter night on the dreary New 
Jersey coast a patrolman of the life-saving 
service spied through the sleet and rain a 
dim red light from a wrecked schooner. 
He ran a mile to fetch the crew and ap- 
paratus. In the darkness, as the storm 

ew more wild, a big rope at last was 
safely stretched between the vessel and 
the shore. The breeches buoy leaped 
across the surf, and presently returned 
with one of the sailors holding the pale 
and fainting wife of the captain. On the 
` next trip it fetched the captain himself, 
` with his six-year-old girl hugged tightly 
„to his breast, her little wet face full of 
“cheer and faith as she swung safely over 
"the roaring sea. The old surfman who 
(carried her to the station said: ‘‘ I wasn’t 
_pabamed to ery for joy when the little 


thing held on to my old seraggy neck and | accept the challenge but an old, bent íí 


chatted away as cheery as a sparrer.” 
Her elder sister came next, and then the 
sailors one by one until all were in safety. 
Who would not giv years of life to figure 
as a preserver of lives in such a thrilling 
drama as this? E 


i 
Correspondence. 


WESTMINSTER, CAL., June 2, 1893. 
Dzar Miss Wrxon: This is my first let- 
ter to the Corner. My father takes THE 
TRUTH SEEKER, and I like to read the Cor- 
ner very much. Iam ten years old, and 
am in the fourth grade. It is vacation 
here now. Our teacher’s name is Mr. 
Conley. Ilike him very much. Most of 
the people here in Westminster are Chris- 
tians. I don’t attend Sunday-school any 
more, because papa said they teach too 
many lies. I hav one little playmate; her 
name is Lillie Gallup. Lillie and I are 

the only little Infidels in our district. 
From your little Liberal friend, 
Saprz MARTIN. 


Port Townsend, Wasu., May 28, 1893. 

Drar Miss Wrxon: This is my first at- 
tempt of writing a letter to the Children’s 
Corner, although my father has taken Tae 
TRUTH SEEKER over eight years. I hav 
read the Children’s Corner and like it 
very much, and when we recited recita- 
tions at school I hay often looked throrgh 
the Corners of your valuable paper and 
found many nice recitations. I hav been 
going to school for eight years, and am 
now in the high school, and hav two 
teachers. One is very religious, but the 
other, I am quite sure, is a Freethinker by 
the way he talks. One afternoon, in our 
General History class, he asked us if we 
had read the story about Noah and his 
ark. We all said ‘‘ Yes.” He then asked 
us questions about Noah and the animals, 
and how he let the birds fly away, and 
how one brought back a green leaf. We 
were not interested until he said, ‘‘ What 
great sin did Noah do after God helped 
him out of his troubles?’ All the’ girls 
and boys looked at one another, but not 
one could answer. The teacher smiled 
and said: ‘‘Why, he got drunk!’ The 
next time I write I will tell you ail about 
the town in which I liv. Wishing good 
success to Tux TRUTH SEEKER and Chil- 
dren’s Corner, 

I remain your Liberal friend, 
Louisa IFFLAND. 


New York, June 1, 1893. 

Dzar Miss Wrxon: If you can spare the 
space, I beg leave to be permitted to en- 
lighten your young correspondent, Lola 
Grigsby, of Calistoga, Cal., in regard to a 
question she asks you. In speaking of her 
pet dog, ‘‘Tuefel,” which she says is the 
German word for ‘‘ devil,” she wishes to 
know how it is pronounced. 

In the first place, the proper spelling of 
that word is teufel. Then the ‘‘t” is 
pronounced as t, and notasd. The *‘eu” 
has no equivalent in the English language 
which exactly expresses it, the nearest ap- 
proach being the dipthong ‘‘oi,’’ pro- 
nounced rather short. The ‘‘f” is pro- 
nounced as f in English. The whole word, 
as near as its pronunciation could be given 
in the English language, is toifel. 

I am your Liberal friend, 
PETER Lest. 

P. S.—If you hav room for it, you may 
add that I hav been converted to Liberal- 
ism within the past eight months, for 
which I may thank the study of phrenol- 
ogy and that admirable book by Edgar C. 
Beall, ‘‘The Brain and the Bible.” 
Phrenologists generally are Christians, but 
that is because they always hav been. The 
“thinkers,” however, among them are In- 
fidels -or outright Liberals, because they 
cannot reconcile the Christian claim that 
‘man is a free moral agent,” with the 
phrenologically demonstrable fact that 
every man is and must be just what his 
mental and physical organism proclaims 
him to be, and that he can be nothing 
else. The experienced phrenologist can 
with unerring certainty separate a dozen 
or more criminals from any number of 
moral men that may be selected for a test. 
This being so, what hecomes of the above- 
quoted Christian claim? P. L. 

[Welcome to our brother. May he find 
much enjoyment in Liberal truths. —Ep. 


©. C.J 


Kansas Crty, Kan., May 25, E.m. 293. 
Drar Miss Wrxon: Since I began writ- 
ing for the Corner I hav received several 
Christian tracts through the majl. I hay 
read them carefully and ean honestly say 
that there is nothing but falsehood, ig- 
norance, and weak sentiment in them. 
The latest installment of fetich literature 
which I hav received is a leaflet by one 
H. L. Hastings, entitled ‘‘Nuts for Skep- 
tics to Crack.” The following is a sample 
of its contents: 
‘©THE OLD WOMAN’S QUESTION. 
*¢ After an Infidel had concluded a lect- 
ure in a Village in England, he challenged 
those present to discussion, Who should 


woman, in antiquated attire, who went up 
to the lecturer and said: 

t ‘Sir, I hav a question to put to you.’ 

‘< Well, my good woman, what is it?’ 

t‘: Ten years ago,’ she said, ‘I was left 
a widow, with eight children utterly un- 
provided for, and nothing to call my own 
but this Bible. By its direction, and look- 
ing to God for strength, I hav been 
enabled to feed myself and family. Iam 
now tottering to the grave; but 1 am per- 
fectly happy, because I look forward to a 
life of immortality with Jesus. That’s 
what my religion has done for me. What 
has your way of thinking done for you?’ 

“Wel, my good lady,’ rejoined the 
lecturer, ‘I don’t want to disturb your 
comfort; but—~’ 

‘**Qh! that’s not the question,’ said 
she; ‘keep tothe point,sir. What has your 
way of thinking done for you?’ 

‘The Infidel endeavored to shirk the 
matter again; the meeting gave vent to 
uproarious applause, and the champion 
had to go away discomfited by an old 
woman.” 

If the sender of this tract were not 
blinded by the great delusion called 
‘‘faith,” he might hav known that such 
silly and improbable stories as the above 
could hay no weight whatever among 
Freethinkers. I notice that a great many 
of the Christian stories hav ‘‘old woman” 
characters as the heroins. And they are 
always represented as puzzling or defeat- 
ing alleged Infidels. I wonder why some 
of these wise old: ladies never reply to 
Toe Trors SrerKer articles? 

If Mr. Hastings’s ‘‘ old bent woman ” had 
asked Mr. Remsburg or Mr. Putnam, or 
any genuin Freethinker, what his way of 
thinking had done for him, she would 
hay likely received an answer similar to 
this: 

‘t My way of thinking has made me an 
honest, intelligent, reasonable, truthful, 
generous, and useful man. It has taught 
me that religion is a leech that is now 
sucking, and always has sucked, the life- 
blood of credulous, gullible humanity, 
and chained three-fourths of the world’s 
inhabitants in the darkness of ignorance 
and base superstition. My way of think- 
ing has enabled me to look the truth in 
the face, It has counseled me to regard 
nature with respect, but not with venera- 
tion. It has told me that I owe my alle- 
giance to this world, and not to a theo- 
retical heaven, nor an imaginary god. 
My way of thinking has told me to accept 
with resignation the decrees of nature, 
which brought me into existence and will 
take me out. It has told me that knowl- 
edge is the savior of the world, and that 
Jesus Christ is a dead Jew. It has told 
me that an upright and pure life is 
productiv of more happiness than all the 
hopes of immortality that selfish, igno- 
rant, barbarous men hay ever invented. 
It has generated in my mind a love for 
science and philosophy and given me an 
insight into the marvelous processes of 
nature—with which the Christian mind, 
dwarfed and shriveled by erroneous doc- 
trins, is totally unacquainted. My way of 
thinking is the way in which human- 
ity’s greatest benefactors hay thought. 
My way of thinking has revolutionized 
the world and made it far better than it 
was when dark-browed, intolerant, bigoted 
religion held aceptered sway. My way of 
thinking will yet emancipate humanity 
and establish absolute liberty and justice 
throughout the world.” 

ALVIN J. TANNER. 


GOLD. SILVER. 


MINES AND STOCKS, 


CHAS, F. BLACKBURN, 
Mining Geologist, Seattle, Wash. 


Special attention given to. the expert examina- 
tion_of mineral properties in the United States 
and British Columbia. > 


MINES 80UGHT AND SOLD. 


Precious Metal Mines a Specialty. Oan 
furnish any kind of mineral property—Platinum, 
Gold, Silver, Quicksilver, Nickel, Copper, Lead, 
Antimony, Iron, Manganese, Mica, and Coal. Also 
Slate, Granit, Limestone, and Sandstone quarries. 


RICI GOLD AND SILVER MINES FOR SALE 


Rare bargains jn gqld quartz, gold 

old-silver galena mines’ in Kootenay and Cari- 

oo districts, British Columbia. Only a few 
hundred dollars will buy valuable mining inter- 
ests, a bonanza for a few thousand. Correspond- 
ence solicited; sampling, assays and mill tests; 
all work s rictly scientific; investments carefully 
placed; bargains guaranteed; twenty years’ 
mining and geological experience. 


MILLIONS IN THE MOUNTAINS ! 
METAL. MINERAL. 
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placers, and 


Everybody’s Law Book,” 


Is the title of the new 768 page work prepared_b 
J Alexander hoones, MA member of the New 
ork bar. 

It enables every man and woman to be their 
own lawyer. It teaches what are your rights and 
how to maintain them. When to begin a lawsuit 
and when to shun one, It contains the useful in- 
formation every business man needs in every 
state in the Union. It contains business forms 
of every variety useful to the lawyer as well as to 
all who have legal business to transact. 

Inclose $2 for a copy, or inclose two-cent post- 
aLe Stamp for a table of contents and terms to 
agents. Address BENJ. W. HIN CHCOCK, Pub- 
lishor, 885 Sixth avenue, New York. 

4 


WANTED.—A Liberal with $100 to $200 capital, 
who will goin partnership on a farm, will meet a 
ood opportunity by addressing the undersigned 
or further particulars. The farm is situated in 
tie northern part of Alabama. J G. Dregs, 
4 ia, Pa. 


SUSAN WIXON'S BOOKS, 


AN in a Lifetime. 
12mo, 8300 pp., $1. 


Apples of -GQold. And Other Stories for 
oys and Girls. 12mo, 383 pp., $1.25. 


The Story Hour. An Exceptionally Hand- 
some and Interesting Book, Without Supersti- 
tion, for Children and Youth. The Only Free- 
thinkers’ Children’s Story-book ever issued. 
tifull-page illustrations and 2% smaller; large 
type, heavy, toned paper, broad margins, illus- 
trated covers; 4to, 224 pp., boards, $1 

Address, THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


Col. R, Gi. Ingersall's 


ARGUMENT 


Reynolds Blasphemy Trial, 


At Morristown, N. J. 

This is the greatest argument ever made in a case 
of this kind, and will be a model for the Bar so 
long as the Christians use force to repress free 
speech. Its legal acumen is unsurpassed, its elo- 
quence never equaled. Wherever Christian per- 
secution is going on this argument should be 
freely circulated, read to the Christians, and ex- 
pounded on every occasion. 

In paper, 25 cents; in cloth. 50 cents. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 

28 Lafayette place, New York. 


The Agnostic Annual 


—FOR~ 


T 1] 893- 


Edited by CHARLES A. WATTS. 
CONTENTS; 

The Moral Sanction, Leslie Stephen; Reverent 
Agnosticism, Amos Waters; The [other Nature: 
A Poem, Gerald Massey; Dogmatism in Theol- 
ogy, Alfred Momerie; Sermons on the Mount, 
Samuel Laing; The City of the Dead, W. Stewart 
Ross (Saladin); On the Duty of Honesty in Our 
Convictions, O. E. Plumptre; Scientific Religion, 

Bithell; ‘The Blight of Su rstition, Charles 
Watts; Anthropology and rthodoxy, Edward 
Clodd; The Disappearance of the Nether World 
F. J. Gould; Religious Ideas: Their Origin and 
Development, Frederick Millar; Signals with 
Mars: A Poem, G. H. Martin; Materialism and 
Idealism Harmonized, Lucian Armstrong. 

Price, 25 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SHEKER 


The Preethinker’s Badee-pin 


not. AND | 
Say THE TRUTH SEEKER 
A ONE YEAR, 
ees Will b tf 50. 
meee $2.75 Pin and ee Paes 
SEEKER one year for $5. 


Ingersoll Souvenir Spoon 
THE TRUTH SEEKER 


ONE YEAR, 


Will be sent for $4.75. Sugar Spoons and Tr’ 

SEEKER, $5. Hither kind (Tea oy Sugar) SPOON 

gilt bowl, 50c. more, 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Priestly Celibacy Exposed, 


By Rev. G. T. Fox, M.A. 
Price: 15 conte. Address this office. 
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Just Out.—25 Cents.—Five Copies for $1., 


A Liberal living in Michigan said once that h i 
year to have the Crimes of Preachers recorded, as s youl n evos a 
of virtue of the ministers showed how little value hristianity 
posgesses to make men poral hä 
e have just issued the Fourt ition of th doi is, 
The. additions for this new edition of ohne ook going. thad 


“í Crimes of Preachers” 


shows nearly 400 cases of ministerial conduct. While those in pre- 
vious editions show that within a few years about i 


1300 MINISTERS HAVE BEEN GUILTY 


of one kind or another of criminal conduct. Most of the crimes 
are against women, for the fair sex are at once the weakness and Æ Ñ 
tho Strength of the church—“ the church” meaning of course the Ñ 
ergy. j = 
_ Notwithstanding ihe many additional pages, we have kept they 
- price the same, 25 cents. Send for a copy, and confound the church- 
men. Show them just what sort of scamps are the clergy who have 
closed the World’s Fair on Sunday. because it is so holy a day that 
paintings in this period is “immoral.” 
O88 


to look upon machinery or 
THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


BOOKS 


SALADIN 


£W. STEWART ROSS), 


Editor of the 


4 


LONDON AGNOSTIC JOURNAL 


` 


GOD AND HIS BOOK: 


When he had read this book Colonel Ingersoll wrote to the author: ‘You have earned the 


+ i h, of sound criticism, of caustic 
thanks of all who really think.” Itisa work of vast researc f 
humor, of sledgehammer vehemence, of scathing satire, of pathos a and eloquence. Ït is one of 


the heaviest iconoclastic broadsides ever fired at the Jewi 


Cloth, gold letters, $1.25. 
WOMAN: “HER GLORY, HER SHAME, AND HER GOD. 


said that * Cbristianity elevated the woman; it shrouded 
as with Ea Archaeaoon aao the sender years ot t 19 child.” tne Oe aad or Baladins york 
i hd his error, and he has s ded. b: 
Eno dill vie one of the most marvelous books ever issued from the press. The authori-. 
ties cited are unquestionable, and the result is convincing. 

In two volumes, cloth, gilt-lettered, $2.50. 


JANET SMITH: A PROMISCUOUS ESSAY ON WOMAN. 


This is one of the most delightful of Saladin’s books, a dissection of woman, with inci» 
dental tearing apart of man—caustic, sarcastic, yet philosophical withal, and permeated we 
a tender reverence tor woman and exalted opinion of what she isand should be. â merei ess 
satire upou certain of the conventional foibles of the day, full of facts, fancies, truths, rare 
touches of genius, aud bursts of eloquence. Most of the satirical shafts aimed at. the woman 
go past her and stick in the man behind her, and it serves him about right. 

loth, uncut edges, gilt top, $1. 


CHRISTIANITY AND THE SLAVE’ TRADE. . eae 
i he known facts upon this subject, proving that Christianity did not 
abolish cre PRES ft onan traffic in human beings. To which are added such comments 
as only Saladin can make. In paper, 30 cents. 


THE TRANSITION. 


i i tagonism of the Bible and science, and of the question whether 
the wage terora Portions of the Ghtitian Bible can be interpreted by modern science. 


Iu paper, 20 cents. 


ROSES AND RUE. 


‘Bei and Sketches. Some of its subjects are; A Last interview with a 
Man Being Random Notes on Stirpiculture; Asceticism and Superstition; Capital Punishment; 
overty; God jn the Constitution; Bruno; Gods; Witchcraft, etc. This ma be called Sala- 
din’s own book, for itis poetry in prose, and is one of the books that lovers of strong literature 
like to read again andagain. In cloth, gold- and silver-lettered, $1.50. 


LAYS OF ROMANCE. i 


This book reminds one of Sir Walter Scott, being romantic. historic verse, aglow in every 
page with the energy of a true and high poetic genius. 
Cloth, gold-lettered, 75 cents. 


‘ISAURE and OTHER POEMS. 


i i tory of intense passion touchingiy told. The other twenty poems 
are frost’ tee sant, thoughtfu ,and every verse reveals the thinker, observer, and reformer. 
Every page glows with passion and throbs with life. 

Cloth, gold-lettered, 75 cents. 


A FEARFUL FLOGGING. oe 
By one who endured it. Based upon a Manuscript in the possession of Baladsi: 
Tn paper, 10 cents. 
THE AGONIES OF HANGING. 
Studies in Psychology., By one who was cut down irom the gallows. | Printed from mang. 
script in the hands of Saladin. In paper, 10 cents. 


WHIRLWIND SOWN and REAPED. 


i i illainy founded on fact. Of this book the Open Court 
said: 4 phort ator aon oad tne C e on more, interest than Helen Gardener’s story, * Is 
This Your Son, My Lord?” In paper, 25 cents. 


THE CONFESSIONAL. 


ving “post that infamous religious rite. Contents: Licentiousness of the Pre- 
Sateen n exposure of that of the Confessional; The Priest in Absolution; Dontessions of 
the Escaped Nun; Extracts from Dens and Liguori; Examiuation of the Church s Glaim te 
have ¥ostered Learning; Her Atte pts at Continency, even more Ruinous than Her - 


Indulgence; The Relative Criminal Statistics of Catholicism and Protestantism è 
fh paper, 25 cents. 
Ror ali a? thore works address 


THE TRITH SEEKER, 98 Lafayette Place. New York. J 


HAND-BOOK 


OF 


FREETH OUGHT. 


By W. S. BELL. 


Containing in condensed and systematized form a 
vast amount of evidence against the superstitious doc- 
trines of Christianity. As a book of reference and aid 
to all truth seekers it is invaluable. Its classification 
ee LRG a ea of subjects makes it i hand book. As Ingersoll sma of 
Paine’s “Age of Reason,” it enables somebody in every village to “corner the parson. wide 

i j i the disputed points between Christianity and Freethought. Price, 
[ee ee ais Address TRUTH SEEKER. 


BS 


REDUCTION IN PRICE OF A GREAT BOOK 


einen 


With the eighth edition ef 
Winwood Reade’ s “ Martyre 
dom of Man,” the cost of 
production has been lese 
sened so that we can reduce 
the price from $1.76 to 


- $1.00. 


or 


The book has had a phenomenal! gale for so heretical a work, second. only to Helen Gardener 
e 


“Men, Women, and Gods,” and we give our readers the pecuniary benefit of it. 


“MARTYRDOM OF MAN” 


Is a very interestingly pictured synopsis of universal history, showing what the race has undergone 
ba. det Beel phdaa (hg rise to its present plane. Itshows how War and Religion have been oppres- 
sive factors in man’s struggle for Liberty, and the last chapter, of some‘ 150 pages, describes 
intellectual struggle from the animal period of the earth to the present, adding an outline of what 
the author conceives would be a religion of reason and love. The chapters are: 


W A R pest, Western Asia, the Persians, the Greeks, the Macedonians, Alexandria, the 
2 


henicians, Carthage and Rome, Roman Africa, the Arabs. 


The Natural History of Religion, the Israelites, the Jews, the Prophets, 
RELIGIO eObaracter of Jesus tho Christians, Arabia, Mecca, Character of Moham- 
med, Description of Africa, the Mohammedans in Central Africa. 


Ancient Europe, Invasion of the Germans, the Castle, the Town, the 
LI BE RTY Church, Venice, Arab Spain, the Portuguese. Discoverers, the Slave Trade, 
Abolition in Europe, Abolition in America, Materials of Human History. 
Animal Period of the Earth, Origin of Man, and Early History, 
INTELLECT. Summary of Universal History, The Future of the Human Race, 


Religion of Reason and Love. 
Price reduced from $1.75 to $1.00. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette place, New York, 


Good Books for Liberally Inu 
clined People. 


ne 


Truth Seeker Library. 


Published Monthly at $3 per Year. 


Issues or 1891.—$3. | The Last Tenet; Imposed upon the Khan o- 


Truth Seeker Annual, 1891...........:ceen000 025) Tomathoz. By Hudor enone, author 
Men, Women, and Gods. Helen H. Gar- of “ Inquirendo Island.” Copiously illustrated 
ON OF 55 o5.0'os eas vgn vinis e's ssc vcdes nestles 50! with original drawings by Louis M. Glackens. 
The Age of Reason. Thomas Paine. Dlus- | I Jamo, 165 pages; cloth, tmi paper, 50c. 
rated..... ORRAT E TEE ices æ Ingui i 
Answers to Christian Questions. D. M. Ben- aeendo talents genre i By Hudor 
Ohridi Laer en PAR T 2 Oe. "This book Pd to aie i (delighttal ea. 
i dities. £ rise. In my judgment it is a stronger piece o 
ictor Hugo's Oratio: on Voltaire 2 Botion than dward Bellamy’s ‘ Looking Back- 


ward,’ which at times it reminds one of. It is a 
*5 merciless exposure of Pharisaism and hypoc- 
ok risy, which is so prevalent in fashionable Chris- 
s  tianity of to-day. It isa good book, and while 
it will offend many, should be read 


n E. Remsburg. 
from Tradition to 


Sabbath Breaking. J 
Travels in Faith 
son. 


y Religious Experience. t- 


i by all.” — 
DAM. cc sssieiayi ssnin ertan n iiai 25 he Arena. 
The Higher Criticism in Theology and Re- : Lecture on the Bible. By Rev. Charles 
ligion. T. E. Longshore................ 50; Yoysey, pastor of the Theistic church of Lon- 
Issuzs oF 1892.—$3. gon, with a pew introduction by Rev. Herbert 
Infidel Death-Beds. G. W. Foote............. 25 afo Root. Paper, 37 pages; 200: 
ights of Man. Thomas Paine. Dlustra- ` ; God in the Constitution. By Arthur B. 
W ei: Peer Pray era ieee ae 40, Bradford. Paper, 18mo, 18 pages; 10c. 
as varist Crucified? Austin Bierbower.... 10) Evolution in its Relations to Evangelical 
Pioner o. ona, cradle. Helen H. Gar lọ Religion, By B. F. Underwood. Paper, 
Bible Morals. John E.Remsburg............ 25' RAMO; 21 pages; 5e. 
Awful Disclosures of Maria Monk Casa E 50 


The Change of Front of the Universe. 
By Minot J. Savage. Paper, 31 pages, 10c. 
A Study of Primitive Christianity. By 


Lewis G. Janes. Cloth, octavo, gilt ‘op, uncut 
edges, 319 pages; $1.25. “Dr. Janes is evidently 
25] a thorough scholar, and one cannot fail to be 
mpressed with the care, the honesty, the faith- 
15| fulness, the impartiality, the love of truth, the 
conservatism exhibited throughout this admi- 
rable volumc.”—[Popular Science Monthly. 

By 


What Can Ethics Do For Us? 
William Mockintire Salter. Paper, 12mo, $2 
pages, 10c. 

Freedom of Thought and of Speech. By 
William Mackintire Salter. Paper, 12mo, 29 


Pocket Theology. Voltaire...............0005 25 
Why Don’t God Kill the Devil? M. Bab- 
E Testimonial to 
a itman, with Funeral Address. 

_ By Col. Robert G. Ingersoll. 
Six Lectures on Astronomy. 
Proctor 


ar 
The Holy Bible Abridged..............ceeeeuee 
False aims of 


Issvzs oF 1893.—$3. 


Thomas Paine Vindicated. Col. Robert 


Q. Ingersoll. ..........eseeessecesevesceeee 15| pages, 10c. 

The ion of PUTE : 
DO ee ON vee. 80|The Morals of Christ. A comparison 
Crimes of Preachers in the United States. with the contemporaneous systems of Mosaic, 
.E. reat: co ooo na wnt lvandincdeed on oe 25| Pharisaic,and Grmco-Roman ethics. By Austin 
Resurrection of Jests........ccsceeceeeeeeeee 40| Bierbower. Paper, 16mo, 200 pages, 50c.; cloth, 
Haudbook of Freethought. W. $. Bell.....: 50 , “ Mr. Bierbower has carefully analyzed the 
Religion a Cnrse; Religion a Disease; Re- old-world ethical systems which chiefly con- 
ligion a Lie. S. P. Putnam. sue Ae cern the modern civilized world, and in this 
Design Argument Fallacies. By Editor of book he has go classified the elements. revealed 
Star TRUTH SERKER........-..--....-5. 15] by that analveis as to give them a high scien- 
Abraham Lincoln: Was He a Christian? tific value. His book is almost as systematic as 
John E. Remsburg. 50 a treatise upon one of the exact sciences, and 
During the year other standard Freethought stands in fine contrast to the rambling, ethical 


discussion of which we hear so much and which 
leads us nowhere.”—{Chicago Daily News. 


Liberty and Life. Seventeen discourses 
on the applications of scientific truth to morals 
and religion. By E.P. Powell. i2mo, 208 pages; 
cloth, $1; paper, 60c. “Strong, even bold, 
essays on ethical and religious subjects. Tbey 
are the work of a man of vigorous intellect, who 
has studied the doctrine of evolution long and 

carefully, and has not found it necessary to 

abandon all his old reverences. The discourses 
are full of interest to the casual reader by rea- 
son of their fund of anecdote and biographical 
citation, and to the seeker for religious and 


—+- 9S pmgan(>G—-— 
C H R /S T = = a! moral truth they offer many helps.”—[Literary 


CRUC IFIED 2| Evolution and Christianity, A Study. 
r By J. ©. F. Grumbine. Cloth, square 18mo, 
75 pages, 30c. ‘*Mr. Grumbine’s statements are 
sound and well put. His book is the fruit of 
wide reading and investigation. It is a helpful 
one. is thoroughly interesting reading, and its 
presentation of the relation between evolution 
and Christianity includes much valuable 
| thought.”—[Buffalo Express. 
. Lessons From the World of Matter and 
the World of Man. By Theodore Parker. 
Selected from notes of unpublished sermons by 
Rufus Leighton. 12mo, 430 pages; cloth, $1.25; 


paper, 50c. 
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works willbe published and sent to subscribers 
as they appear. 

Yearly subscribers at $3 receive all the numbers 
published in one year. In ordering please say 
which year is desired. 

Single numbers sold at prices quoted. 
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By AUSTIN BIERBOWER. | 
A judicial consideration of the question,and the i 


decision against the scriptures and the Christian 
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Jfew Publications. 


Unless otherwise specified, all publica- 
tions noticed here can be had of Tue 
TROTH SEEKER Company, at the price 
named. 


Captain Adams writes thus concerning 
four of our new books recently sent him: 


Rertaron a Curse, Reiicton a DISEASE, 

RELIGION A Lim. By S. P. Putnam. 

As an example of forceful expression, 
significant language, vigorous denunci- 
ation, keen logic, remorseless attack, and 
even as the cnlmination of abuse and vi- 
tuperation, this little brochure of Mr. 
Putnam’s stands unique among the litera- 
ture of the day. No such intense and 
passionate assault couched in terse rhe- 
torical terms has ever before been made 
upon religion. Nota word of apology or 
consideration is bestowed upon the hated 

foe. Few Liberals would accept the un- 
qualified statement of indictment and the 
wholesale condemnation of religion as 
always and everywhere evil; for many 
radical evolutionists agree with Herbert 
Spencer that theologies hav been ‘‘ sood 
for their times and places” and ‘‘ beneficent 
in their effects on those who held them;” 
“that while absolutely bad they are rela- 
tivlv good.” But Mr. Putnam makes no 
such allowances, and however one may 
desire to modify some of his statements 
he cannot read this indignant outburst of 
unqualified censure without feeling a 
sense of satisfaction that in these days of 
compromise and namby-pamby accommo- 
dation of old creeds to new ideas there is 
one man who deres to pour forth hia un- 
qualified denunciation of the falsehood 
and sham that is covered by the venerated 
word religion. The book should be read 
as a literary curiosity, for such powerful, 
terse, idiomatic, and poetic language is 
not to be found elsewhere compressed 
into so few pages. But allowing for some 
extravagance, the thoughtful reader must 
admit that Mr. Putnam has in the main 
proved his case, and has administered 
another death-blow to the long-dying 
ghost of superstition that doesn’t seem to 
know when it is dead, and, although time 
and again logically buried, still flannts its 
shade across the path of progress and de- 
clares that nothing has happened to it. 
Other good essays and poems add value 
to the pamphlet, and if anvone wants an 
absolute ‘‘sockdologer,” ‘‘a knock-down 
and drag-out”’ assault upon religion, here 
it is in an intensity that can never be sur- 
passed. 
Destan AncUMENT Farnacies. By the Ed- 
itor of TuE TRUTH SEEKER. 

After reading Mr. Putnam’s impulsiv 
and fiery rhetorical assault on Religion., it 
is restful to the mind to peruse the calm, 
unimpassioned arguments against Design 
summarized by the Editor of Taw TRUTH 
SEEKER ina form that is a model of con- 
troversial writing. This is one of the most 
tiseful essays that a Freethinker can read, 
for it abounds in important facts and con- 
denses a vast array of knowledge into a 
convenient compass. It then with irre- 
sistible logic draws conclusions that can 
not be gainsaid or resisted. It is written 
in such clear, concise English that the un- 
educated man can comprehend every sen- 
tence, and vet exhibits such keen rational 
deduction that the learned reader will feel 
well repaid for its perusal, and will admire 
the solid sense and discrimination of the 
anthor. Many Freethought writings are 
offensiv to Christians by their abusiv 

_stvle, but here the Theist is met respect- 
fully on bis own ground with rational ar- 
gument, the manner and method of which 
must command respect and ought to win 
conviction. It is one of the best mission- 
ary book weapons in the Freethought 
armory, and should be studied by the 
“Infidel” and handed on to the Christian. 


Hawrprook oF Freernovensr. Selected by 

W. S. Bell. 

Here is a book that truly no Freethinker 
should be without. Its perusal is a Lib- 
eral education, and he who masters its 
ideas and facts will become a champion 
Rationalist and a ‘‘holy terror ” to Chris- 
tians. Beginning with creation, the whole 
range of biblical and Christian dogma is 
considered and discussed in a spirit of 
fairness and with irresistible force. It is 
agrand summing-up of the case of Rea- 
son versus religion, and furnishes a splen- 
did text-book and library of reference. 
Anvone who gets cornered in debate with 
a shrewd believer can find weapons in this 
armory that will bring bim out conqueror 
jn the next attack. A poor man who 
wanted to tackle his parson, and could 
only buy one book. wrote for advice what 
to get. He was referred to this work and 
will doubtless be fully equipped for the 
fray after its study. A survey of these 
arguments. so numerous and invincible, 
shows that Christianity has not a rational 
leg to stand on; and one is filled with 
wonder that it still manages to stride over 
the land and oppress mankind. It is emo- 


tional gas that sustains it, and Mr. Bell’s 

admirable collection will help to puncture 

the bag and hasten the coming collapse. 

Crimes oF PREACHERS. By M. E. Bil- 
lings. 

“ AJl is fair in love and war,” and in 
such a fight as that of Reason and Religion 
every possible weapon has to be used to 
obviate the great disadvantage in numbers 
and worldly position under which the 
Freethought advocates labor. So this 
book, giving a terrible catalog of the 
sins of the ‘‘men of God,” has its warrant 
for existence as a means of destroying that 
superstitions reverence for a caste which 
has always used its power to fasten upon 
the human mind those fetters of super- 
natnral belief which hav been the greatest 
hindrances to progress and the worst 
restraints upon liberty. Thoughtful com- 
ment accompanies the weird list of crime, 
and the work is calculated to make a deep 
impression and to enforce its motto, ‘By 
their fruits shall ye know them.” 

Ropert C. ADAMS. 


ag 
The Late Charles Bradlaugh’s Paper 


Concerning Three of Our Books. 
From the National Reformer of June 11th. 
Tue Creation or Gov. By Jacob Hart- 

mann, M.D. New York: The Truth 

Seeker Company, 28 Lafayette place. 

The best parts of Dr. Hartmann’s some- 
what rough-and-ready book are the scien- 
tific parts, which in a popular but precise 
fashion supply solid ideas as to geology 
and physiology to take the place of the 
sentimental ignorance on which popular 
religion flourishes. He is not so fortunate 
in his handling of questions of biblical 
criticism. He takes the legends of Moses 
and Samuel, for instance, as at bottom 
real history, thus indorsing by implica- 
tion the view that the Hebrew people was 
founded and developed in both of the two 
incompatible ways set forth by the legends, 
barring miracles. If Dr. Hartmann had 
looked into the critical analysis of the 
Bible narrativs as closely as he has gone 
into questions of physical science he would 
hav written a better book. As itis, it may 
be serviceable to readers who care nothing 
for delicacy of style and like to hav points 
putin the language of animated dispute 
among plain people. : 

Tum RESURRECTION oF Jesus. An Ag- 
nostic’s View. By Don Allen. New 
York: Truth Seeker Company. 

The work of ‘‘Don Allen” is really a 
very shrewd and entertaining discussion 
of the resurrection story, which goes into 
a number of points not commonly raised, 
but very relevant. Readers may or may 
not find it odd that all the while our acute 
and critical ‘‘ Agnostic,” instead of seeing 
that he is dealing with unhistorical mat- 
ter, has his own ‘‘theory’’ of what took 
place at the tomb of Jesus, which is simply 
that Pilate caused the body to be hidden 
ao as to prevent the Jews from seizing and 
desecrating it, and thereby setting up a 
riot. Thisis entertaining, bnt not edify- 
ing. Jf ‘‘Don Allen” had looked into 
the question of the origins of the Chris- 
tian rites and mythical narrativs he could 
not hav sunposed that he was dealing with 
an historical episode at all. He would hav 
seen that the narrativ was a Jate compila- 
tion, probably on the basis of a mystery 
drama in which Jesus was bnried in a 
rock-tomb and resurrected just as Mithra 
and Adonis and Osiris were in the mys- 
teries of their cults His book, however, 
may suffice to interest readers who hav 
not reached the point of view of compara- 
tiv hierology, and will certainly serve to 
satisfy any candid person of the futility of 
the resurrection story. 


A Hanv-Boox oF FrtetTHoucst. Selected 
by W: S. Bell. New York: Truth Seeker 
Company. 

A similar service, on a wider scale, is 
supplied by Mr. Bell’s ‘‘ Hand-Book of 
Freethought.” Certainly Mr. Bell has 
put together a great deal of matter which 
it behooves Freethinkers to know. Mr. 
Bell’s book cannot be read without profit 
by inqnirers. It is much better intellect- 
ual food than is supplied in the multitude 
of religious books. It will put readers on 
the track of further investigations, having 
the merit of giving exact references for 
its many quotations. If in a future edi- 
tion there is added an analytical table of 
contents, and sections dealing with the 
documentary analysis and criticism of the 
biblical books, it should serve its pur- 
pose to a very considerable extent. 

~- 


Mohammed Alexander Russell Webb, 
whom we hav before noticed as an enter- 
prising missionary of Mohammedanism 
endeavoring to introduce his religion into 
this country, sends us a book by himself 
entitled ‘‘Islam in America.” Its chapters 
bear the headings: ‘‘ Biographical,” ‘‘In- 
troductory,” ‘‘ y I Became a Mussul- 
man.” ‘An Outline of the Mobammedan 
Faith,” ‘‘Tbe Five Pillars of Practice,” 
“Islam in Its Philosophie Aspect,” ‘‘ Po- 
lygamy and the Purdah.” ‘‘ Popular Er- 
rors Refuted,” ‘‘The Moslem Wars De- 


fensiv,” and ‘‘The American Islamic Prop- 
The faults of Christianity are 


agenda.” 
pointed out and denounced in a way that 
pleases us. I 
very forward in attacking what points of 
immorality they can find in Mohammedan 
countries, and laying them to the relig- 
ion held there ; but these Christians them- 
selvs hav in their own lands two things 
which Moslems do not possess and which 
they deem flagrant offenses against pu- 
rity, viz., prostitution, and exposure of the 
female shoulders and arms. If, says this 
missionary to- the Christian heathen, ‘‘ we 
are to judge of the results of polygamy 
as shown in Eastern countries, we might 
be impressed with the idea that possibly 
herein lay the remedy for prostitution and 
marital infidelity, those twin curses that 
Church-Christianity and our laws are so 
utterly powerlers to contend with. They 
are entirely unknown in Mohammedan 
countries, except where European cus- 
toms and ideas hav gained a foothold. It 
is a fact well known to those who hav 
lived in the East with their eyes open, 
that wherever the European influence has 
penetrated, a wave of vice of all kinds has 
dispelled the primitiv purity and simplic- 
ity. It was an exceedingly difficult, not 
to say a hopeless, undertaking to find a 
Mohammedan prostitute in India, until 
the Christian British government provided 
a liberal sum in its annual budget to sup- 
ply nativ women to the English soldiers 
in Hindustan. Go with me into any large 
American or European city, and see the 
evidences of that resietleas torrent of vice 
and crime that rushes and seethes through 
the social fabrie; go with me to fash- 
ionable ball, reception, or dinner party, 
and see the position in which noble 
woman, one of the greatest works of God, 
has been placed by the usages and cus- 
toms of this nineteenth century civiliza- 
tion ; see the honored wives of wealthy 
educated Christians and their virtuous 
daughters, exposing to the view of men 
whose blood and passions are fired by the 
fumes of alcohol, personal charms which 
should be seen only in the privacy and 
purity of the home; take up the news- 
papers and see the records of divorces, 
social scandals, and marital woes that fill 
us with shame and disgust, and then tell 
me that these so-called Christian laws and 
Christian customs are good things. And 
where is the remedy for all this? In 
Mohammedan laws and customs—in Is- 
Jamic principles. Christian laws and cus- 
toms hav been tried for many centuries, 
and hav utterly failed.” This work de- 
signed to let the one-sided Christian see 
himself as others see him is bound in pa- 
per covers, contains 70 octavo pages, and 
sells for 50 cents. 


The Truth Seeker Library, 


The World’s Sages, Thinkers, and Re- 
formers. The Biographies of three hun- 
dred of the most distinguished teachers and 
philosophers (who were not Christians), from 
he time of Menu to the present. By D. M. Ben- 
nett. 1.075 pages, 8yo. Cloth, $3; leather, $4; 
morocco, gilt edges, $4.50. 


Supernatural Religion. An inquiry into 
the reality of divine revelation. Decidedly the 
most thorough and exhaustive work on the 
claims of supernaturalism ever written. By F. 
W. Newman, Emeritus Professor of the London 
University. 1,115 pages, 8vo. In cloth, $4; 
leather, $5; morocco, gilt edges, 85.50. 


The Great Works of Thomas Paine. 
Including The Age of Reason, Examination of 
Prophecies, Reply to_Bishop of Llandaff, Let- 
ters to Mr. Erskine, Essay on Dreams, Letter 
to Camille Jordan, The Religion of Deism, 
Common Sense, The Crisis, and the Rights of 
Man; the whole preceded by the Life of Paine, 
and a steel-plate portrait. 800 pages, 8vo. 
gloth, 83; leather, $4; morocco, gilt edges, 


Analysis of Religious Belief. An ex- 
amination of the Creeds, Rites, and Sacred 
writings of the World. By Viscount Amberley, 

son of the late Lord John Russell, twice Pre- 

mier of England. Complete from the London 
edition. 745 pages, 8vo. In cloth, $3. 


The Gods and Religions of Ancient and 
Modern Times. Vol. I gives a full ac- 
count of all the gods the nations of the earth, 
have worshiped. including Jehovah, Satan, the 
Holy Ghost, Jesus Christ. Virgin Mary. and the 
Bible. 835 pages, 8vo. Vol. II describes fully 

“all religious systems of the world, including 
Judaism, Mohammedanism, and, Christianity; 
the latter occupying 372 pages, being fully gone 
into. %9 pages. By D. M. Bennett. Writ- 
ten in prison at Albany. In cloth. $3 ner vol- 
nme. or $5 for the two volumes; in leather, $7; 
in morocco, gilt edges, $8. 

The foregoing volumes are called “The Truth 
Seeker Library.” If all are ordered together and 
sent by express, one dollar will be deducted from 
the price of each. 


PULPIT, PEW, 
‘and CRADLE. 


By Helen H. Gardener. 

One of Her Brightest, Wittiest, 
Strongest Lectures Against 

the Bible. 
Every Woman Should Read it 
and 
Know Her Enemies and Her Friends 

Price, 10cents. Address this office. 
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For instance, Christians are 


Gems o f Phought. 


IF you are determined to believe in the 
scriptures, leave their history and all in- 
quiries as to how they originated and how 
they hav been preserved severely alone. 
Faith can flourish and -triumph only 
where Jgnorance is cultivated as a virtue. 
—Saladin. 


Waar would the world be if Infidels had 
never been? The Infidels hav been the 
brave and thoughtful men; the flower of 
all the world; the pioneers and heralds of 
the blessed day of liberty and love; the 
generous spirits of the unworthy past: the 
seers and prophets of our race;. the great 
chivalric souls, proud victors on the battle- - 
fields of thought, the creditors of all the 
years to be.—Jngersoll. 


Mors than one good Catholic, on go- 
ing out from the mass, rushing upon his 
neighbor for the honor of the faith, has 
cried to him, ‘‘ Die, impious wretch, or 
think like me!” - Why is this? It 
is because man, enamored of degrading 
slavery, has made God in his own image. 
We hav made him unjust, irascible, vain, 
jealous, a seducer, inconstant, barbarous, 
like ourselvs.— Voltaire. 


GovERNMENTS are not made up of com- 
pulsion, because, whenever they can, they 
are glad to do without it, to the great 
blessing of all; and their highest point of 
perfection is to be able to discard it, and 
to trust to means purely moral, to their 
influence upon the understanding; so that, 
in proportion as government can dispense 
with compulsion and force, the more faith- 
ful itis to its true nature, and the better 
it fulfills the purpose for which it was sent. 
—Guizot’s History of Civilization. 


As regards this morality suited to nat- 
ure, it must be clear from what has already 
been said that it can only be based perma- 
nently and durably on that principle 
which gave it birth, viz., the principle of 
reciprocity. There is therefore no better 
standard for moral conduct thau the old 
rule laid down by Confucius: ‘‘Don’t do 
to others what you would not hav others 
do to you.” Tf this negativ rule be sup- 
plemented by the positiv one, ‘‘Do to 
others as you would that they should do to 
you,” we get a whole code of natural 
morals and ethics in hand which is cer- 
tainly better and simpler than can be 
found in the bulkiest treatises of morality 
or in the quintessence of all the religious 
systems of the world. All further moral 
directions which may be drawn from con- 
science, from religion, or from philosophy, 
are entirely superseded by these simple 
and practical rules.—Buchner. 


Vourarre calls his readers’ attention to 
the difficulties arising from accepting leg- 
ends as history, rhapsody as prophecy, 
self-annihilation as virtue. Pascal says, 
for example, that since there is a God we 
should love only him, not his creatures, 
Voltaire replies, ‘‘We must love his creat- 
ures, and very tenderly, too—country, 
wife, father, children; we must love them 
so well that God will make them love us, 
whether we wish it or not.” Pascal exalts 
the Christian religion as holy beyond 
comparison and true beyond question. 
“Think,” says Voltaire, ‘‘that it was on 
the way to mass that men committed the 
massacres of Ireland and St. Bartholomew; 
and that it was after mass and on account 
of the mass that so many innocent people, 
so many mothers, so many children, were 
murdered in the crusade against the 
heretics in the south of France, O Pas- 
cal! Such are the results of the endless 
quarrels upon the dogmas, upon the mys- 
teries that could hav no results except 
quarrels. There is not an article of faith 
which has not given birth to a civil war!” 
—FParton’s Life of Voltaire. 


Linconn was oppoged in his political 
campaigns on account of his disbelief. 
This is confirmed by a letter he wrote to 
Martin M. Morris, of Petersburg, Ill., 
March 26, 1848. In this letter he says: 
“There was, too, the strangest combina- 
tion of church influence against me. It 
was everywhere contended that no Chris- 
tian ought to go for me, because I be- 
longed to no church—was suspected of be- 
ing a Deist. Those influences 
levied a tax of a considerable per cent 
upon my strength throughout the religious 
controversy.” He never changed his 
opinions, and the church never ceased to 
oppose him. In the Bateman interview, 
seventeen years later, he was compelled to 
note its relentless intolerance: ‘‘ Here are 
twenty-three ministers: of different de- 
nominations, and all of them are against 
me but three; and here are a great many 
prominent members of the churches, a 
very large majority of whom are against 
me.” For thirty years the church en- 
deavored to crush Lincoln, but when, in 
spite of her malignant opposition, he 
achieved a glorious immortality, this same 
church, to hide the mediocrity of her dev- 
otees, attempts to steal his deathless 
name.— Was Abraham Lincoln a, Chris- 
tian ? by John E. Remsburg. 
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Is Controversy Dangerous? 


Bv W. F. JAMIESON. 
This little book goes down to the very bed- 


Pap., 40c.; clo., 750. 
Apostle y Political and Re- 
ious Liberty. ife.) By 
J Ea Remsburg. y pacils. B 
50c.; clo., 75c. 
Common Sense. Written in 
1776. 150.. 5 
. Crisis. Written During Am 
Revolution. Pap., 40c.; clo., 7c. 


Being true accounts of the passing away of the 
following persons, thus refuting the many Chris- 
tian slanders upon them and others: 

Lord Amberley, John Baskerville, Pierre Bayle, 
Jeremy Bentham, Paul Bert, Lord Bolingbroke, 
Francois Broussais, Giordano. Bruno, Henry 

nomas Buckle, Lord Byron, Richard Carlisle, 
William Kingdon Olifford, Anacharsis Olootz, An- 
thony Collins, Auguste Comte, Ggndorcet, Robert 

arwin, 
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wood. 10c. 
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Rights of Man. Answer to 
Burke's Attack on French Revo- 
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ecies,” etc., with Life of Paine 
and steel port. $1.50. 
Vindication of. Reply to N. Y. 
Observer. By R.G. Ingersoll. i6c 


THE TRUTA AREKER 


A SHORT 


HISTORY OF THE BIBLE, 


BEING 
A Popular Account of the Formation and Development 
of the Canon. 


By BRONSON D. KEELER. 


The Colonel Ingersoll Souvenir. 


THE MOST ARTISTIC SPOON MADE. 
STERLING SILVER, MASSIVE, BEAUTIFUL. 


Given Away. 


In order to introduce this most artistic of all 
Souvenirs, Ishall present to all patrons who favor 
me With au order for goods, to the amount of 
$20, one of the above spoons, my price $2.50, but 
guarauteed a fiuer spoon than sold elsewhere for 
$8. And for every additional $20, an additional 
spoon. Or with an order for $10 worth of goods 
I will supply the spoon for $1. : 


THE INGERSOLL SOUVENIR 


Is made in the following variety: 


ContENTS: The Hebrew Canon. The New Tes- 
tament. The Early Controversies. The Books at 
First Not Considered Inspired. Were the Fathers 
Competent? The Fathers Quoted as `cripture 
Books Which are Now Called Apocryphal. The 
Heretics. The Christian Canon. 

Paper, 50 cents; cloth. 75 cents. 


Address The Truth Seeker Company. 


Tea Spoons, Oxidized, } each $2.50 
10 ounces wer doz., 
, SCIENCE YS, RELIGION,|’= "= eogi oe 
14 ounces per doz., 
j OR, TRE Oxidized, 
= Conflict between Reason and Superstition, | « « gilt bowl, “3.00 
8. i By T. C. WIDDICOMBE 10 ounces per doz., 
z “kes yee Os A Oxidized, 
D i Philadelphia, Pa. a * { sectional gilt, “8,50 
ey ack i SHOWING 10 ounces per doz., 
j DR | Pris og Orange “ Oxidized, plain bowl, “ ars 
ce, ents. be u oe gi te “ X 
THE ABSURDITY AND UNTRUTHFUI» Sugar " “Satin " “800 
NESS OF THE CHURCH’S CLAIM THE TRUTH BEEKER OD: ` “gilt “ “o 860 


TO BE A DIVINE AND BENEFI- 
CENT INSTITUTION, AND RẸ- 
VEALING THE ABUSES 


The $250 Tea is also supplied etched in bowl, 
“The Time To Be Happy Ix Now,” or other mot- 
toes, or names. tor fifty cents extra. Parties eu- 
titled to spoons may, upon paying difference ia 


IRON-GLAD AND MANNA SERIES, 


IRON-CLAD SERIES. 


HISTORY, 


16 Way 


Do Men Starve? Charles Bradlaugh.. 5 


OF A UNION OF price, seleot any other spoon from above liat. E 

ard castes Sent y stock embraces everything usually kept in 
£ a Za ND } Atonement. Ohara R radian oe SE first class jewelry stores. Diamonds guaranteed 
g 4 Influence of Christianity on Civilization . 20 per cent helow regular market price. Watches 
Underwood. .....sssseegegeeesaaseegeeseeees 25 | of every description, Chains, Rings, Necklaces, 
Full~Page p ne Fr Haninn ii 1p | Ba'gos, Gold Pins, Ete, And $1,000 will be paid 
19 Relation of Witchcraft to Religion. Lyall.. 19 | for proof that I hav advanced my prices above 
f 10 Epidemic Delusions. Marvin...... | 10 | lowest prices published in any of my latest price- 

Illustrations. 11 Philosophy of Spiritualism. Marvi ` 50 | lists, on account of the above liberal offer. 
12 Tyndails Beltact Tnaugural, and Po: 25 | (if Freethought Badges are preferred the $2.50 

WITH COPIOUS CITATIONS 6 | 13 Essayson Miracles, David Hume... 10 | may be so applied.) 
14 Land Question. Charles Bradlaugh eehui 5 OTTO WETTSTEIN, 
FACTS 15 Wore Adam and Eye Our rirst Parenis? „| astablishod 187) Rochelle, M, 
’ 


Designer of The Perfected ‘‘ Otto Wettstein” 
Watch; the Beautiful Ingersoll Spoon; the Popu- 
lar Freethought Badge. A 

Send for pricelists, cards in colors and gold of 
badge, tracts. etc., free. 


STATISTICS, 


OPINIONS or SCHOL- 
ARS 


TO MAINTAIN THE ARGUMENT OF 
THE ARTIST. 


Austin Holyoake..., 
2 Philosophy of Secularism. Charles Watts.. 5 


3 ts There a God? Gbarles pradlanuh Keshni 3 
I abor’s Prayer. Charles Bradlaugh _..... 
DESIGNS BY WATSON HEST'GS |40 voverty: Its Cause and Cure. M.G.H..... 10 
WITH PORTRAIT 0*# a Bocienpe ang poe Antagonistie. c Petts.. 1 
-Christian Scheme of Redemption. C. Watts 
THE: DESIGNER: 44 Logic of Death: or, Why Shvuld the Atheist 
: ear toDie? By G. J. Holyoake 10 


47 Poverty: Its Effects on the Political Condi- 


The illustrations are classified as follows: tion of the People. Charles Bradlaugh.. 5 


represent Uncle Sam and the Priests. 2 represent Samples of Christianity’s Work. MANNA SERIES. 
“u : s Tina > 
H ” ae aaron Robbing the People; $ “ Mirona fog a pieis 1 Original Manna for “‘God’s Chosen.”....... 5 
6 zi Sabbath Laws. 25 ” Bible Doctrines and Their Resulta 8 New Life of David. Charles Bradlaugh.... 5 
“u p Children and the Church 1 t The Church and Slaver 5 20u Questions Without Answers....... EE 5 
20 * Woman and the Church. - 2 “ Priests and Politics a 6 Dialogue between a Christian Missionary 
$ “ The Church and Thomas Pains. 4 “ Treland and the Church aud a Chinese Mandarin .....-........... 10 
4 Studies in Natural History. 8 A Church’s Idea of Civilization. 7 Queries Submitted to the Bench of Bishops 
3 n The Bible and Science A i s The Uses of the Cross by a Weak but Zealous Christian... . .. 10 í|. o E EEA 
$ i pre. Clergy and Their Flocka. 4 Unkind Reflections on the Churek. 8 Search After Heaven and Hell. A. Holy- A i - A á È 
ety in Our Penitentiaries. ersecutions of the Church. Bene c ees reegeee ces eccecceceneceetersseeee $ 
S i 9 New Life of Jonah. Chas. Bradlaugh.. 5 
H ba ape Atonement Scheme. n i Some Allegories. 10 A Tow Words about the Devil........... 5 THE N OTED SP ECIALIST, 
3 ze Prayer. ° 6 “ He : 11 New Wife of Jacob........... eskbee erkene aie 5 
w ” The Creeds. 7 “ Miscellaneous 12 paniel, the Dreamer Austin Hol, dake: s a 10 For Men Only, 
es isti mm j i 13 ‘imen of the Bible: Esther. Holyoake. 10 
1 Ohristians and Mohammeåsns. i ; 14 Acts of the Apostles: A Farce. A: H BR 10 | Is H pies of a ae and extensize practice, 
3 HET 2 A Bd capes i spects of Christianity. A. H... 10 | and his remedies are, of the best. e Doctor 
A most extraordinary publication. We venture the assertion that nothing like it has ever be 18 twelve Apost a, ” Charles Bradlaugh....... 5 | treats all those peculiar diseases of young and 


5 | middle-aged men, as the result of youthful errors 

5 | and excesses, causing Harly Decay, Loss of Man- 

5 | hood, Wasting Discharges, Varicocele, Mental 

and, Physica Debility, Idiocy, Insanity, apd 
eath. 

To those afflicted and who are desirous of being 
cured a booklet of some 33 pages will be sent ta 
their address for ten cents, sealed in a plain 
envelope, giving causes and Symptoms of the 
Complaint and a description of the Doctor’s im- 

ortant medical discovery—an Outward Applica- 

ion—a positive cure—the only remedy of the 
kind in existence—with evidences of success. 
dress, DR. R. P. FELLOWS, 
Vineland, N. J. 
you saw this advertisement in Tar 
EEKER. : 
Dr Fellows is an Infidel. 


17 Who Was Jesus Christ? C. Bradlaugh...... 
18 What Did Jesus Teach? ©. Bradlaugh.... 

19 New Life of Abraham. Charles Bradlaug 
20 New Life of Moses. Charles Bradlaugh. 
21 A Secular Prayer. Holyoake. Per doz 


On orders for Iron-Clad and Manna we will send 
$1.10 worth for $1; $2.50 worth for $2; $5 worth 
for $3, and $10 worth for $5. 


fore appeared in this country, and it is very doubtful if another one, like it will ever again be pub 
hed. We must give the Truth Seeker Company the credit of putting the book in the reach of all 
At twice the price it would have been a cheap book. Artist Heston as a portrait-painter and de 
signer isa wonderful success, and we judge from our own feelings that nearly every Liberal in 
America will desire a copy of this most wonderful volume.—[Freethinkers’ Magazine. 


Mr. Heston deserves to be called the artist-hero of Liberalism. He has dedicated his genius to 
Freethought, and has done faithful and noble work for the cause of right and truth. But the pict- 
ures do not make up the whole of this volume. ere are nearly two hundred pages of. reading 
matter that serve first- as explanations of the illustrations, and secondly as texts to prove the utter 
-alsity of the church’s professions and the hypocrisy of, those who uphold them. Altogether the 

ook is one of the best weapons against Christianity and the church that has ever been put in. 
ands of Freethinkers.—[Boston Investigator. 


Price, board covers. $23 cloth, $2.30. 
Adrem mha Armi Seeker 
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$1.50 will now buy » reliable AMERI] 
OAN WATCH in strongGOLD PLATED 
Dust Proof Case, Will not vary a min- 
NY utein 30 days; Is as durable aa any watch 
made, FULLY GUARANTEED. 

Ithas AMERICAN patent lever MOVEMENT. 
Patent Escapement aud Kegulator, Lantern Pinion, 
240 beats to minute; No key required to wind and 
set; weight 4 oz.; exactly like cut; Post-paid for $1.50, 
3 for $4.00, 12 for $15.00, byexpress. Mention paper 
and we will include handsome gold plated CHAIN & 
CHARM. AGENTS & Storekeepers seud for TERMS. 
Catalogue of 1000 new articles FREE, 


ROBERT H. INGERSOLL & BRO., ^ 
65 CORTLANDT ST., NEW YORK CITY. 


Lo Regutate the 
STOMAGH, LIVES 
ano BOWELS, take 


RIPANS TABULES. 


BOLD PH IPRS, 


FILE BINDERS. 


Those who preserve the volumes of THE TRUTA 
SEEKER need & File Binder, which we will send on 
receipt of one dollar. 


POPES AND THEIR DOINGS. 


AQOOUNT oF 
Viears of Christ and Vicegerents of God. 
Paper, 50 cents; oloth,’75 cents, 
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EAGLE BRAND. 


——THE BEST—— 


ROOFING 


Is unequaled for house, barn, factory, or out- 
buildings, and costs half the price of shingles, 


tin, oriron. It is ready for use. and is easily ap- 
plied by anyone. Send stamp for samples, and 
state size of roof. 


EXCELSIOR PAINT AND ROOFING CO., 
mae 10, 155 Duane St., New York. 


1 
IHE SABBATH. 
By M. FARRINGTON. 
4 Thorough Examination and Ref- 
uation of the Claims of the 
Sabbatarians. 
Pei = - 2 ek 


W cents, 


Pyramid of Gizeh. 


Ancient Egyptian Civilization and Hebrew Nar- 
rative in Genesis and Exodus. 
By Van Buren Denstow, LL.D. Price, 15 cents 


Force and Matter; 


Principles of the Natural Order of “the Uni- 
verse, with a System of Moraliy 
Based Thereon. 


By Proressos LUDWIG BUCHNER, M.D. 


wuTENTS $ 
Foivs and Matter, The Fitness of Things in: 
Immortality of Matter, _ Nature (Teleology), 


Immortality of Force, Man, A 
infinity of Matter, Brain and Mind, 
Value of Matter, Thought, 
Motion, Consciousness, 


‘orm, Seat of the Soui, 

Tmmutability of Natural Innate Ideas 
AWS, The Idea of God, 

Universality of Natural Personal Continuance, 

Laws, Vital Force, 
The Heavens, _ The Soul of Brutes + 
Periods of the Creation Fres Will, 

of the Earth, Morality, 
Original Generation, Concludting Observa 
Secular Generation, tions. 
Pate at en NAA Rane MOP TOTI CU HAT ite 


Self-Contradictions of the Bible, 


14aAat——- > 
Moral, Theological, Historical, and Speculative 
Propositions. 
PS, 5 x z ş 


15 cents. 


AN OUTLINE OF THE 


FRENCH REVOLUTION: 


ite Causes and Results. 
By W. S. BELL. Paper, 12mo, 25 cts. 


Paine Vindicatea 


Reply to New York Qbserver. 
By R. G. INGERSOLL. 
With “A ROMAN CATHOLIO CANARD.” 
Price, 15 cents. 


Holy Bible Abridged. 


The passages unfit for family reading. 
Papar, 20 center clath N aad 


THOMAS PAINE; 
WAS HE JUNIUS? 


By W. H. BURR. 


Second edition, enlarged. pe. 82 pages; with the 
of Paine. Price, 10 cents. 
best onéravvddress THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


MEDICAL. 


If yon need a medicine pay attention to some- 
thing which will cure you. It is known as 


The Water of Life, 


is adapted to curing, more especially, all 
fore of Stomach, Tiver. Kidney, and Bladder 
troubles.. By injecting this water it will heal all 
sorts of inflammations of theinternal organs,such 
cases as Piles, Typhoid and other fevers Bowel 
diseases, Uterine aud other forms of Female 
Complaints. It isa Blood Purifier, and is an ex- 
cellent remedy for Catarrh and Lung and Throat 
inflammations. It will heal the nerves, restorin 
lost vigor of mind and body, creating a goo 
appetite and producing sonnd sleep. It acts 
steadily upon the urine. cleansing the blood by 
means of the kidneys, and acts mildly upon the 
bowels, thereby producing bodily habits which 
are so essential to good health. This 


Water of Life 


is sold absolutely pure, as it is pumped from 
the spring, without the addition of any drug 
whatever. Itis Nature's Remedy. pure and sim- 
ple, and nota manufactured article. The-uccess 
it has achieved has come mostly from its friends 

- who hav been cured by using it. Send for a 
pamphlet free, containing photo-engraved let- 
ters and recommendations from those who have 
used it, giving a forty-page history and all par- 
ticulars about this remarkable water, to 


J. R. PERRY, Manager, 
34 South Main’ Street, Wilkesbarre, Pa 


6m1? 


“A Digest of Science.” 


THE DYNAMIC THEORY OF LIFE AND MIND: 


An attempt to show that all Organic Beings are both Con- 
structed and Operated by the Dynamic Agencies 
of their respective Environments. 


By JAMES B. ALEXANDER. 


Over 400 illustrations, 87 chapters, 1,067 pages, and a 3-column index of 11 pages. 
Price, express prepaid by us, only $2.73. 


This work endeavors to embrace the field covered by thousands of books, such as those of the 
‘** Humboldt Library of Science,” the “International Scientific Series,” etc., by bringing together, in 
simple and direct form, with proper correspondence between them, all of the known factors con- 
tributing toward the origin and evolution of organic beings. 


Do you wish to ve well informeat 


THEN BEAD A CHAPTER OR VERSE DAILY FROM THIS BIBLE OF 


SCIENCE! : 
It is entertaining as well as enlightening, and will lead you to “ worth-ship” (worship) nature 


—4. €., appreciate the worth of the Universal 


other. 


You must own this book some day: why not NOW? 


Address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place. New York. 


SABBATH - BREAKING. 


OPEW SUBDAYS. 


L K. Washburn’s Works 


Sunday and the Sabbath. ‘‘A law regu- 


lating human conduct on the Sabbath is an im- 
pertinence.” Price. 10 cents. 


The False Teaching of the Christian 
Church. ‘‘The Thirty-nine Articles of 


the Christian church are thirty-nine poor. 
broken-down opinions.” Price, 10 cents. 


The Foolishness’of Prayer. ‘‘ Think of 
a minister’s praying God to, kill grasshoppers, 
or trying to induce the Deity to undertake a 
crusade of one against the Colorado beetle! 


Price. 10 cents. 
Followers of Jesus. Price, 10 cents. 


Spiritualism: Is It a Faith or a Fact? 


rice, 5 cents. 
Religious Problems. Price, 10 cents.. 
Was Jesus Insane? Price, 10 cents. 


The Public Schools and the Catholic 
Church. Price, 5 cents. 


Superstition in All Apes, 


BY JBAN MBSLIBR, 


ityand Exef 
posed the 
Falseness 
of that Re- 
figion and 
the object 
of thej 
Pr esta 
bood. Pa- 
ger, 50 
cents? 
sloth, $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY. 


The Sunday Question. 


A HISTORICAL AND CRITICAL REVIEW. 
WITH REPLIES TO AN OBJECTOR. 
Bu GEORGE W. BROWN, M.D. 


Price, - - - = Se 


Essay on Miracles. 


' By DAVID HUME. 


Ne aI 


15 cent 


Rank 3 2 r © 


Price, 25 Cents. 


Origin of the Sabbatie [dea— 
The Jewish 
Christian Scriptures and the 
Sabbath-Eixamination of 
Sunday Arguments- Origin 
of the Christian Sabbath— 
Testimony of the Christian 
Eathers—The Sabbath dur- 
ing the Middle Ages—The 
Puritan Sabbath—Testimony 
of Christian Reformers, 
Scholars, and Divines—Abro« 
gatiou of Sunday Laws. 


sSabbath—The 


—BY— 
JOHN E. REMSBURG. 


nicest etre e 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafuystts plece. New York. 


RELIGION NOT HISTORY. 


Examination of the Morals and History 
of the New Testament. 
By Pror. F. W. NEWMAN. Price 25 sents. 


LITTLE LESSONS FOR 


LITTLE FOLKS, 


By MRS. E. D. SLENKER, 


Boards, n - > = conta. 


«INFIDELS AND CHARITY.” 


_A Leaflet showing that the oft-repeated Chris- 
tian statement that Infidels do not contribute 
to nor found charities is a falsehood. Itought to 
be widely circulated to m+ et the calumny. Price, 
5 cents; 50 cents a dozen. Address THE TRUTH 
SEEKER, 28 Lafayette place, New York 


Roaring Lion on the Track, 


Bu M. PABOOOK. 
Price > . . A A 


10 cer ts 


Colonel Kelso’s Works. 


fhe Bible Analyzed. Cloth, octavo, 8%: 


pages, $3. 

Deity Analyzed. Cloth, 12mo, $1.00. 

“he Real Blasphemers. Paper, 12mc 
238 pages, 50e. 

Spiritualism Sustained. Cloth, 12ms. 
A5 pages, $1. « 


Universe Axelyasd, $1. e 


JY ews of the (Weck 


McGuynn has been to Rome and had a 
friendly interview with the pope. 


In an upper neighborhood of New York 
city there is feeling against Mrs. Julia 
Hill, who leta twelve-year-old girl die of 
diphtheria with {the attendance only of a 
faith curer. . 


Governor ALTGELD of Illinois pardoned 
Anarchists Schwab, Fielden, and Neebe. 
He says that the jurors who tried them 
were irregularly drawn, and the judge 
acted with partiality for the state. 


DurınG naval evolutions of a British 
fleet off the north African coast, the war- 
ship Victoria was run into by the Camper- 
down and sunk so quickly that four hun- 
dred and sixty sailors were drowned. 


Rev. Farger Jomn T. Cunneton, of 
Louisville, Ky., made choice of an earthly 
bride in preference to the church. He 
married, and has consequently been ex- 
Communicated from the Catholic church. 


Tue director-general of the World’s 
Fair says that he will inform the church- 
men who want to remove their exhibits 
because of Sunday opening, that the rules 
forbid anything being withdrawn after 
once placed. The religionists can, how- 
ever, cover their exhibits Sundays. 


WANAMAKER and Brown, the stockhold- 
ers of the World’s Fair who brought 
suit for an injunction closing that exhibi- 
tion Sundays, bav had their plea thrown 
out of court, upon the representation of 
the opposit side that notice had not been 
properly served on them. The pious ex- 
postmaster snd his friend will hav to be- 
gin over again. 


Rev. Csas. FLUHRER, a Universalist 
preacher at Grand Rapids, Micb., caused 
a sensation by declaring in a sermon that 
he would sooner stand his chances for 
heaven with Booth, who paid his debts in 
full, than with that other actor, Talmage, 
who joined in the doxology after announc- 
jng that the debt of his church had been 
compromised at twenty-three cents on 
the dollar. 


Tux bigots hav to a large extent accom- 
plished their design of keeping people 
from the World’s Fair on Sunday. On 
that day all other art galleries, museums, 
and the like hav always received double 
attendance, but on account of the uncer- 
tainty about the Fair’s opening, and other 
similar hindrances, the Sunday attend- 
ance at that exhibition has been not over 
half that of the average week-day. 


Rev. Dr. Henson, of a Methodist church 
at Chicago, said of Chief-justice Fuller’s 
decision opening the Fair Sundays: “I 
can imagin a personal devil squatting like 
a black toad at the ear of justice itself and 
dictating the decision of the court, and 
then, after the judgment had been pro- 
nounced, slapping the judge on the 
shoulder and saying, ‘Well done! I 
couldn’t hav written that better myself.’ ” 


Art Rangoon, India, Mohammedans were 
forbidden by the British magistrate to 
sacrifice a cow in their religious cere- 
monies. When police appesred near the 
temple with the announcement Moham- 
medans stoned them. The police charged 
without effect, and then fired, killing 
twenty of them. The fanatics gathered 
so that the military were called, and they 
fought the Moslems all the afternoon with 
bayonets. At last accounts the religion- 
ists were mustering from all the region, 
and the regular military had asked aid of 
volunteers, 


Durme the session of the Pennsylvania 
legislature just ended publishers of Sun- 
day newspapers worked for repeal of a 
special Sunday law fining them $25, in- 
stead of $4 as does the general law. But 
after the repeal bill had passed the legis- 
lature it was vetoed by Governor Pattison. 
He says: ‘‘It was placed upon the statute 
books, and has been continued there, in 
the recognition of a sound public senti- 
ment. The instincts of a moral and law- 
abiding people find it as much needed to- 
day as when written into the laws a 
hundred years ago. '‘I'herefore its penal- 
ties should be sufficient to secure its ob- 
servance and enforcement, in order to 
preserve and secure the salutary objects 
for which it was enacted. For thirty- 
eight years the penalty of $25 for its viola- 
tion has been in forcé in Allegheny 
county. It is the unconcealed object of 
this repealing clause to weaken its en- 
forcement and to render its violation more 
easy and less expensiv, The offer of a 
premium for the violation of a law isin- 
deed a novel proposition. After very de- 
liberate examination of this bill, I am 
strengthened in my conclusion that its ap- 
proval would be astep backward and an 
encouragement toward the violation of a 
reasonable statute, and I therefore decline 
to approve the bill,” 


A Journal of Freethought and Reform. 


Vol. 20. No, 27, {PUBLISHED WEEKLY.} - New York, Saturday, July 8, 1893. . {es LAFAYETTE PL} $3.00 Per Year. 
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Old "Testament Stories 


Comically [Ulustrated. 


IT WILL 
MAKE YOU 


LAUGH. 


By WATSON HEST 


400 Pages. 2 00 Full~Page 


The Stories Humorously Told—And Hard Facts 
Civen Concerning the Origin and Authenticity of the 
Old Testament—A Page of Text to Each Picture. 


i 


ON. 


CONTENTS: 
Sustaining a Theory, Jacob and Esau, 
Seme Giants, Joseph the Man of Dreams, 
The Adventures and Work ef Noah, Holy Moses, 
A Hunting Anecdote, Balaam the Diviner, 
Abraham, Christ's Great Ancestor, Bloody Joshua, 
A Queer Family, The Campaign of Deborah and Barak 
Isaac and His “ Sister,” Against Jabin and Sisera, 
Ono of Twins, General Gideon, 


IT WILL 
CORNER 
THE 
PARSON. 


Pictures. 


Jephthah and His Human Sacritrow 
Samgon the Strong, 

Ruth and Boaz, 

Unstable as Water, Ged Shall Not Exoel, 
David, God's Favorite, 

Some Stories from the Book of Kings, 
Adventures of the Prophets, 

Jonah the Truthful Sailor. 


Boards, illuminated covers, $1; cloth, gilt side stamp, 831.50. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


Darwin and After Darwin. 


An Exposition of the Darwinian Theory. 
By Gzorcs J. ROMANES. 


A systematic Exposition-of what may be termed 

the Darwinism of Darwin, and inten ed to be of 
service to the general reader rather than vo pro- 
fessed naturalists. : 
_ Mr. Romanes is well known as one of the most 
interesting of English writers upon evolution, 
besides ranking with Professor uxley in scien- 
tific knowledge and ability. And this is a part of 
his conclusion Regarding the great subject of 
Design, to which the church so often refers: 

,“ Thus whether we look to the facts of adapta- 
tion or to those of beauty, everywhere throagh- 
out organic nature we meet with abundapt 
evidence of natural causation, while nowhere do 
we meet with any independent evidence of 
supernatural design. .. + + „Adaptation and 
beauty are alike receiving their explanation at 
the hands of a purely mechanical philosophy... 
All nature has thus been transformed before the 
view of the present generation in & manner and 
to an extent that has never before been possible; 
and inasmuch as the chango which has taken 
place haa taken, place in the direction of natural- 
ism, and this to the extent of rendering the 
mechanical interpretation of nature universal, it 
is no wonder if the religious mind has suddenly 
awakened to a new, and a terrible force in the 
words of its traditional enemy—Where is now 
thy God? ; 

ustrated_ Price, cloth, $2. 
Address, THÈ TRUTH SEEKER. 


BOOKS BY 
PROF. FELIX L. OSWALD. 


The Bible of Nature: A Contribution 
to the Religion of the Future. Cloth, $L , . 
The Secret of the East; or, The Origin 
of the Christian Religion and the Significance 

of its Rise and Decline. Cloth, $1. 
Physical Education ; or, The Health-Laws 
of Nature. Oloth, ge 
Household Remedies for the Prevalent 
Disorders of the Human Organism., Cloth, $1. 
Zoological Sketches: A Contribution to 
the Outdoor study of Natural History. Ilus- 


trated by H. Faber. Cloth, $2. 
rated by H. Faber. ce TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette place, New York. 
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New Publications. 


l ; New Publications. 


S., P. Putnam’s Latest Pamphlet, 


RELICION A CU 


RSE, 


RELIGION A DISEASE, 


RELIGION A LIE. 


Deateatea: to the American Congress, of 1892, which for the sake of Religion, Stabbea Liberty 


to the 


Heart. 


A work burning with indignation inspired by the Congressional act closing the World’s Fair 
the government and the Christian church. 


To which is added Mr. Putnam’s address delivered before the Columbian 


on Sunday—an act which practically nnite 


Exposition Committee of the House of Representatives against Suuday closing. 


Also the following Essays and ‘oem; by Mr. Putnaw, which have never before been put in 
book form: Orthodoxy;:Freethuught; Man, Not God (written fora Paine anniversary); The Statue 
1e ap em written for tbe opening exercises of the Silverton, Ore., 

all; Death and Life; The Go'den Age; Shut the Door (a poem on the closing of the 


of Liberty and Thomas taine; 
thought ath ar 4 
Centennial Exposition in Philacelphi , in 1876). 

The main essayin th 


is wore 1s ọn- of the strongest arraignments ever made of ti e religion 
which cramps and fetters the minds of th- people of this cou: try. lt should be distributed widely. 
It has begn commended in the highest terms as it appeared in ‘luz TRUTH SEEKER and we hope every 


reader will buy a copy to lend his neighbor and arouse thought. 


Price 25 cents; Five copies for $1. 


Address THE TRUTH 


SEEKER, £8 Lafayette Place, New York City. 


DESIGN ARGUMENT FALLACIES, 


A. Refutation of the Argument That Nature Exhibits 


Marks of Having Been Designed by 
= an Intelligent Being. 


f SYNOPSIS: 


I. The Design Argument Vitiates Itself By Neces 
II. If There Were a Designer He Could Not 
TIL. If There Were One He Could Not Be Wise, for 


sitating an Infinite Series of Designers. 
Not Be Beneficent. 


His Processes Are Egregiously Slow, 
They Are Egregionsly Wasteful, 


They Often Serve No Us 


8, 
They Have Produced Fautty Mechanisms. 


What Is Called Design Is Only Subserviency; 
What Actually Did Canse So-Called Design. 
Astronomy and Design 


Iv. 
y. 
VI. ; 
VII. The Argument of a First Cause. 


and the Watch Argument Is Illegitimate. 


Embracing a Succinct Exposition of ‘Evolution and a Sketch of Astronomy. 


BY THE EDITOR OF 


Price 15 cents.. Address 


THE ELIMINATOR; i 
Skeleton Keys to Sacerdotal Secrets. 


“Write me no more fables, lest I ve a Jool and 
read the riddles awry.” ` 


By R. B. Westbrook, D.D., LL.B. 


Contents: The Whole Truth; Sacerdotalism 
Impeached; The Fabulous Claims of Judaism; 
Moses and the Pentateuch; Ancient Symbolism 
and Modern Literalism; Astral Keys to Bible 
Stories; The Fable of the Fall; Search for the 
“Last Adam;” What Is Known of the New Testa- 
ment; The Drama of. the Gospels; The Ideal 
Christ; Jesus and Other Christs; A Reverent 
Critique on Jesns; A Few Fragments; Blood 
Salvation; The Things That Remain. 

Price, cloth, $1.50. Fort sale at this office. 


Antiquity 
Unveiled. 


—o— 


Ancient Voices 
from the Sptrit 
Realm disclose the 
most Startling Rev- 
élations. 4 


Proving Christianity 
to be of 


Heathen Origin. 


[ILLUSTRATED.] 
Price. -~ - ~- $1.50. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Address 


[nstead of a Dook. 


By A Man Too Busy to Write One. 


_ Guilea from the Writings of B. KR. Tucker. 


This is a big book of over 500 pages, and sets 
forth the priuciples of Philosophical Anarchy. 
In fact, it is the Creed, by the veritable John 
Calvin, of that cult. Mr. ‘Tucker is a mental 
plumb-line hewer, and has the least regard for 
where the chips fall of any one of the writers of 
that careless camaraderie. Anyone wanting to 
know what the thinking Anarchists think, and 
why they thiuk that way, will have to get one of 
these books in order to know. 


Price, paper, 50 cenis; cloth, $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


LOLI DDN, 


THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 28 Lafayette Place, NY... 


APOLLONIUS OF TYANA IDENTIFIED AS THE 
CHRISTIAN JESUS, 


An important and remarkable revelation con- 
terning the life and times of Apollonius of 
Iyana, the great sage and philosopher of the first 
century. It is here claimed that his life and 
teachings were a propriated and utilized by the 
formulators of the Christian religion in the in- 
terest of so-called Christianity. The plagiarism 
is made plain in this brief history of Apollonius 
especially in view of the histarica references an: 
comments thereon. It is quite evideut that to 
conceal the plagiarism, the name of Apollonius 
was suppressed. , g 

Price, 15 cents. š 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


A NEW WORK 


BY 
ARTHUR B. MOSS, 
Author of “The Bible and Evolution,” 
ENTITLED 


Christianity and Evolution, 


With 
J. M. WHEELER, Su 
Price, $1. 


Address 


COSMIAN HYMN-BOOK. 


——— 
A COLLECTION OF x 


ORIGINAL AND SELECTED HYMNS 


FOB 
Liberal and Bthical Societies, 
for Schools and 

the Home. 2 
—With Music Written to All the Songs.— 


COMPILED BY L. K. WASHBURN. 
Price, $1.50, For sala at THIS OFFTOY, 


Hard Knocks 
at Christianity. 


By R. WHEELER. 


, This book is just what, its title implies—thump- 
ing whacks at superstition. It deals with the 
effect of Christianity on the world, showing 
what Christians have done toadvance their relig- 


reface by 
editor of Freethinker. 


Order at once. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


.ion and impede the progress of man. It shows 


that Jesus was a false prophet, that the gospels 
are not authentic, and that Christianity is a bor- 
rowed system of religion. Thas the Bible is not 
in accord with Science, that the atonement 
scheme is futile and foolish, and that religion is 
not areal benefit to man. 

Price, 20 cents, six for $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
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A NEW BOOK:--AND A MOST ORIGINAL ONE. 


The Creation of God. 


By DR. JACOB HARTMANN. 


An explanation of the origin of the God Idea, and the mental processes that led to the formation 
of idols and the worship of them. From tle time of Térah’s apostasy, Abraham’s reformation and 
his banishment for heresy and blasphemy against the Cha.dean idols, to Christ’s coming, the princi- 
pal characters are analyzed and shown to be human, by thought and deed. Itis made plain tliat the 


peculiar phraseology, cant sayings, subterfuges, miracles, wonder-workings, and supernatural pad- 
ding are the prop r offspring of the then existing barbarism, ignorance, and superstition, constitut- 
ing the peculiar politics of the day. i 


CONTENTS IN DETAIL: 


Elimination of Waste Substances, 
g In General. 


The Universal Aspect. 
The Earth. 


The Chemical Aspect. By the gongs, 
The Sun, By the Kidneys. 


Genesis—The Creation. 

Genesis—The Garden of Eden. 

The Deluge. . 

The Scriptural God—The Creation, 

The Creation of God—Abraham. 
Moses—Confirmation of the Idea of God, 
Samuel the Kingmaker. 

God Save the King. 

Jehovah Takes a Rest. 


Digestion and Nutrition. 

The Elementary Substances. 
Alcohol and Tts Effects on the 
The Soul— What Is It? 


Sin and Salvation. ` 

The Ecclesiastical Kindergarten, 
Rational Review. : : 
Visions—Bible Dreams— Revelations. 


System. 
The Mind. 


The End of National Life, The Planetary Gods. 
The Christian Era. Every Man lis Own God. i 
ic Life— ateways to Knowledge. 
Organio Lm eas _ Tables {stews "Whence They Spring. 
es The Master Tissues The Non Credo. A ` 
The Muscular Tissues. -__ Rules for Human Conduct, 
The Nervous Tissues. ILLUSTRATIONS. 


Map of the Intellectual Facu'ties—Tke Mind. 
Map of Theological Retrogression: 
Map of the Deluge and Garden of Eden. 


Thirty Chapters—Four Hundred and Thirty-two Pages, 
Large 12mo. 


In Cloth, $1; in Paper, 50 Cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


THE RESURRECTION OF JESUS. 


AN AGNOSTIC’S VIEW. 


Contents: The Christian Dogma of Salvation; The Christian’s Belief; Why Was 


Food and Food-Substances. 


the Resurrection a Secret Affair? The Age of a Story Does Not Prove Its Truth; 
Pilate’s Attempt to Save the Life of Jesus; Christ Before Herod; A New Indictment 
- Against Jesus; Were the Guards Hired by the Priests? Pilate’s Motive for Secreting 


Mary’s Visit; Angels; Renan’s Theory; The Disciples Were Deceived; The Identifica- 
tion: The ‘Ascension; Why Did Jesus Disappear? Other Strange Phenomena; The 


Chief Priests Did Not Believe in Resurrection; What Became of the Roman Guards? 


The Origin of the Story; St. Paul’s Account: St. Paul’s Conversion; A Modern 


Example; The Roman Governors and the Resurrection Story; The Testimony of 


Contemporaneous Writers; Miracle-Workers; Is the Resurrection Well Attested? 


Inspiration; Conclusion. 


Price, cloth, 75 cents; paper, 40 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York City. 


MY RELIGIOUS EXPE- 
| RIENCE 


Being the story of his religious life and mental 
journeyings. ritten in his happiest and most 


VALUABLE ENGLISH 
PUBLICATIONS. P pa A heels 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
The Stadent’s Darwin. By Edward B. : 


Londen. ‘The purpose of this book is to seil | “With Daughter's Babe Upon 
His Knees.” — 


SHALL THE BIBLE BE BEAD 
IN OUR PUBLIC SCHOOLS? 
By R, B, Westbrook, A.M. 


Third Thousand. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. | 


Price, 10 cents. By S, P. Putnam. 


something of Darwin’s work to those who have 
neither the time nor the opportunity to investi- 
gate it fully for themselves. 1. The Naturalist's 


oyage Around the World. 2 Geolo. ical 
Works. 3. Botanical Works. 4. Zoological} Photograph of Colonel Ingersoll, with his 
Works. _ 5. Works on Evolution. With a grandobild in his lap, a delicate little souvenir of 
copious index. Price, $2. merica’s greatest orator and Freedom’s greatest 
champion at home, may be had at this office for 
fifty cants 
THE THE 


OVERNMENT ANALYZED. 


By COL. JOHN R KBLSO. 


Contents: Derivations and Definitions of 
Political Terms; Various Forms of Government; 
General Principles of Goyernment; Functions 
ot Government; Origin of Government; Declara- 
tion of Independence; Articles of Confederation; 
Defects of the Confederation; Formation of. the 
Constitution of the United States; ‘Taxation; 
Tariff tor Protections. Vans Aion Mar- 
riage; Religion; Prohibition; oney; hat a 
Government Should Be. 

Those who know Col. Kelso’s keen analytical 
power, as shown in his “Bible Anaiyzed” and 
“ Deity Analyzed,” will realize that in “ Govern- 
ment Analyzed” they will hav the bedrock of 
human authority exposed, and will learn what 
government is. Whether they will agree with 
his statement of what government is depends 
upon whether they lean to Socialistic or Anarch- 
istic philosophy. But at all events everyone can 
learn something from this book, 

Price, $1.50. Sold by THE TRUTH SEEKER, 

8 Lafayette place, New York City, 


BRAIN =» BIBLE: 


THE CONFLICT BETWEEN MENTAL SCIENCE 


AND THEOLOGY. 
By EDGAR C. BEALL, M.D., 


with & preface by 
R. G. INGERSOLL. 


This is the only work of its kind in the litera- 
ture of Freethought Its arguments are based 
upon scientine phrenology, and appeal directly 
to the reader’s sense of logic and love of justice. 
It_is eloquent as well as convincing. 

. Price, cloth, $1. Address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
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SUBSCRIPTION RATES, 


Single subscription, in advance 
One subscription two years, in advance. ie 
Two new SUDSCrIDEFS...........0.seeeeseee ale 
One subscription with one new subscriber, in oneremittance. 5 00 
One subscription with two new subscribers, in one remit- 


Any number over five atthe same rate, invariably with one 
remittance, ‘ i 


Money should be sent by express company’s money order, 
postal order, draft. on New- York, or by registered letter. 
Address communications and make drafts, checks, post-office 
and express money orders payable to E. M. MACDONALD, 

28 Lafayette place, New York. 


SPECIAL NOTICE.—We shall be obliged to our 
readers if they will send us the name and address of 
amy Freethinker who is not a regular subscriber. 


The Ethics of Christ Are Subversiv. of Law 
. and Justice. . l 

The state University of Kansas lately included 
among the questions to be debated in a commence- 
ment exercise, the following: Resolved, That the 
ethics of Christ enter into the law and the admin- 
istration of justice.” Mr. Morgan, the student 
speaking in the afirmativ, was heard. But Mr. 
Jesse Dunn, a senior law student, who took the 
negativ side, was refused an audience. The Uni- 
versity is a state institution, supposed not to be 
sectarian. Mr. Dunn, upon being suppressed in 
speech, had the argument that he had intended to 
deliver printed and distributed a thousand copies 
of it among the gathering. 

Tux Trura Szexer does not believe in hearing 
only one side. It advocates consideration of both 
sides, and all sides however numerous, of every 
problem. It believes that a lover of fair. play, 
and a lover of the truth, should put forth a hand 
to secure hearing for the side that he finds 
denied one, wherever and whenever he meets 
it. We will giv here the gist of the suppressed 
discourse. , 

' This law student sets out with quoting the senti- 
ment of James Parton that “The proper religion 
for an American citizen is the United States of 
America.” Yes; says this student, an American’s 
sublimest religion is “America with her music of 
industry; America with her schoolhouses and 
homes ;” America with her tramways, waterways, 
her heavens wreathed with the smoky garlands that 
overhang a thousand hives of enterprise vast and 
beneficent; America in an aspect greater and 
grander than all these—with her “ proclamation of 
universal freedom and eternal liberty, under_ the 
protection of a system of law and jurisprudence 
whose influence is security to the weakest and from 
whose authority and restraint the greatest are not 
exempt.” This elevation of country into a meet 
object of worship, we will interject, is what was 
practiced twenty-five hundred years ago with 
splendid success. The empire of Rome received 
from. her citizens a heartfelt devotion that always 
rivaled and usually surpassed their adorations of 
their religious faiths. The effect of these people’s 
devotion to country was the rearing of a nation 
whose’ exploits, polity, and justice will never cease 
to be celebrated by fame. America has faults, but 
withal she is a thing of excellences in the contem- 
plation of which the heart may fitly thrill and the 


‘and martyrs, we find statesmen and soldiers.” 


{2g LAFAYETTE Pr. $3.00 Per Year. 


mind pronounce vows of glad duty and service. If 
the endeavors which her sons hav misdirected to 
religion had been consecrated to beautifying her, 
she would indeed be a glorious object of their love. 

But we must not with prolongation of comment 
perpetrate a second suppression of Student Dunn’s 
really commendable utterance. There are, he says, 
in this religion of country which he advocates, “no 
mummeries, no holy of holies, no trinity, no im- 
maculate conception, no baptism of the spirit or 
Holy Ghost, no heaven or hell, no Calvary and no 
vicarious atonement.” ' In place of these futil 
fictions, he says, we find useful and excellent reali- 
ties. We look for dogmas, we find principles. We 
search for souls, we find men and women. We 
hunt for heaven and hell, we find conditions and 
not places. ‘“Tirelessly we explore for prophets 
We 
attempt to locate the scenes of biblical incidents, 
we find our firesides and hearthstones. We gaze 
into the heavens for a cross, we see, illuminated by 
the trinal light of reason, equality, and justice, the 
floating folds of the flag of. freedom. 

Christ, says this attempted speaker, discoursed 
strange vagaries. 
knowledge of man’s needs and capacities. “He 
spoke of man’s spiritual welfare, not of his tempo- 
ral. He held all men as guilty, not as innocent. 
He knew nothing of crime, it was always sin. He 
offered no man a home on earth, it was mansions in 
the skies. The sweet name of liberty he never 
knew, and freedom was a stranger to his lips. It 
was the Declaration of Independence and not Jesus 
Christ that said: ‘All men are born free and 
equal.’ He led the life.of a mendicant; homeless 
poverty and shiftless improvidence are the lessons 
it teaches. ‘ Lay not up for yourselvs treasures upon 
earth’ and ‘take no thought for the morrow’ were 
to him favorit themes. <‘Giv to him that ask- 
eth, and from him that would borrow turn thou not 
away,’ to ‘lend hoping for nothing again,’ are fair 
samples of what the gentleman would, hav us to 
believe make part of our law and justice. ‘Unto 
him that smiteth thee on one cheek offer the. other,’ 
and ‘To him that taketh away thy cloak forbid 
not to take thy coat also.’ It seems tome,” exclaims 
Student Dunn, “if I had a thousand voices to raise 
in defence of this proposition these solecisms would 
strike them all dumb. They assassinate the dig- 
nity of forbearance and turn the bearing of an out- 


raged man into that of a submissiv victim. With 


them goes the brand to their own refutation. 
They directly traverse every penal code in every state 
in every country in the world. They are outrages 
to peace and insults to justice. Society would be 


overthrown in a day if they entered into the law or 
‘the administration of it. 


They put a premium 
upon crime and. pay a man to be an outlaw and a 
thief. The law, as we hav learned it, means any- 
thing else than suffering ourselvs to be defrauded. 
The virtues recognized by all men are courage and 
resistance to wrong and not cringing cowardice or 
fawning servility. Loving enemies is another 
specious doctrin of feigned morality, and equally 
impossible, as it is vain to say it is part of our law. 
The way the law and the Christians of the present 
day love their enemies is by building the largest 
gunships the world ever saw, by casting the biggest 
cannons and maintaining immense standing armies 
to sustain the dignity of the nations of Christendom. 
Billions of property and millions of lives, with 


their story of widowhood and orphanage, hav told. 


the tale of how we Christians do love one another.” 

The doctrin that one can win forgivness of crime 
and admittance to heaven for the asking, is next 
animadverted on. “Ask and ye shall receive,” is 


His ethics display a narrow 


the foundation of the countless prayers which each 
day ascend, and is contrary to law.and contrary to 
justice, as it teaches man that he can gain without 
effort and derive benefits through another’s merit. 
Nay, worse than that! It concedes to him the in- 
dulgence of the worst passions. It teaches him 
that he can strew the highway with thorns for 
another’s feet, that he can rob honesty of its earn- 
ings, and from the blossom of innocence steal the 
perfume of happiness, and when at last from the 
gallows of infamy his soul takes its flight, it can be 
washed whiter than snow. 

Then there was Christ's statute on domestic re- 
lations, or marriage and divorce. Contrary to our 
law, he advises man for the “kingdom of heaven's 
sake” to incapacitate himself for that relation. 
Contrary to the daily practice of our courts, he 
said: “What God hath joined together, let no 
man put asunder.” He granted no right of di- 
vorcement to the wife, and after she was cast off by 
her husband for her to remarry was criminal. That 
statute which makes woman the servil puppet of a 
man is polluted. The student concludes on this 
point: “Iam glad to liv in a state and country 
that are granting woman rights equal with man’s, 
and hav stripped from ecclesiasticism the power to 
enforce such slavish, brutish decrees.” 

Next says this negativ advocate who failed of a 
hearing: “The Golden Rule for which Christ has 
received much glory is, I maintain, no part of our 
law, and in support of this I wish to offer for your 
consideration a ruling of the law itself. Found in 
the. 24th Ohio State Reports, p. 246: Board of 
Education vs. Minor, wherein the eloquent and 
learned judge says: 

“We are told Christianity isa part of the common law 
of this country, but those who make the assertion can 
hardly be serious. For if Christianity is a law of the 
state, like other law it must hav a sanction. No one se- 
riously contends for such doctrin in this country, or I 
might say in this age of the world. True Christianity 
never shields itself behind majorities. Its weapons are 
spiritual, not carnal. Legal Christianity is a solecism, a 
contradiction in terms. Its laws are divine, not human. 
Were I teacher, while I should instruct the pupils that 
the Christian religion was the true one and all others 
false, I should tell them the law itself is an unchristian 
law. One of my first lessons would be to show it to be 
unchristian. That lesson would be, ‘Whatsoever ye 


| would that men should do to you do ye even so to them.’ 


Icould not look the veriest Infidel or heathen in the face 
and say that such a law was just or was a fair specimen of 
Christian republicanism. I should hav to tell them that 
it was an outgrowth of false Christianity. ` I should be 
bound to acknowledge to him that it violates the spirit of 
our Constitutional guaranties and is a state religion in 
embryo.’ 

“ Cooley on Constitutional Limitations, p. 472: . ‘The 
precepts of Christianity affect the heart and address 
themselvs to the conscience, while the laws of the state 
can regard the outward conduct only.’ 

‘In the United States statutes at large, Vol. 8, which 
contains our treaty with Tripoli Nov. 4, 1796, there ap- 
pears in the organic law of our land, of which this treaty 
is a part, this statement: ‘The government of the United 
States is not in any sense founded on the Christian re- 
ligion.’ 

“Tn the recent litigation concerning the Sunday clos- 
ing of the World’s Fair, C. H. Howard, the petitioner, 
stated that Christianity was a part of the law of the 
country. ‘This is clearly not so,’ said Judge Stein; “the 
position is clearly untenable in a country of religious 
freedom.’ ” 

Our excellent student next takes in hand the 
“believe or be damned” clause of Christ's teach- 
ings. That clause, he says, crucified thought and 
reason. That clause stripped from judgment the 
livery of heaven and decked her in the slimy garb 
of hypocrisy. That clause, so far from propping 
government and the administration of justice, over- 
threw them. That clause turned Europe into a 
slaughter-pen. That clause “instituted the In- 
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quisition, with its dungeons, its racks, its stakes 
and fagots. That clause in three hundred years 
imprisoned, racked, and tortured over three hun- 
dred thousand human, beings, of whom thirty 
thousand were burnt. _That clause in 1641 in 
England and Ireland took the lives of over sixty 
thousand people, and their conscientious murderers 
prayed God to eternalize the fiendish work in hell. 
It did enter into the law at one time, but it does 
not now.’ We hav seen the result of its justice. 
Queen Mary said: ‘If God is going to burn them 
forever, what harm is there in. me burning them a 
little while? That clause blasphemes Greenleaf, 
who teaches that when certain facts are offered for 
credit or discredit, liberty and reason hold the bal- 
ance at the bar of justice, evidence is offered pro 
and con, and the integrity of the soul tells which 
side rises and which side falls.” No man can con- 
trol the belief of his brain. The implication of 
Christ’s doctrin, that he can, is disgraceful folly. 
“To say that this doctrin of Christ enters into 
the law and the administration of justice is little 
less than self-stultification.” 

This keen-minded and fearless student concludes : 
“ Now I want to ask you in the name of right, jus- 
tice, and equality, in the name of our homes, our 
country, and our flag, the next time some one tells 
you that Christ or his ethics enter into our law to 
tell him he is mistaken. I want you to say it in 
honor of the courts and the judges, whose decisions 
I hav read you. I want you to say itin honor of 
the organic law of our country. I want you to say 
it in honor of Washington; of Franklin, of Jeffer- 
son, of Paine, and the rest of those grand old 
patriots who guided our nation through days that 
were sunless and through nights without a star. I 
want you to tell them they put reason, justice, and 
liberty into our Constitution and laws, and left 
Christ and his ethics out.” 

In giving the foregoing discourse to the world we 
hav, we find, not only performed the duty of aid- 
ing the ill-used, but withal treated ourselvs to a 
repast of very good thoughts, and confirmed anew 
our conviction that the ethics of Christ are sub- 
versiv of law and justice. 


An Exemplar for Freethinkers. 

A man who was a thorough Infidel, and at the 
same time so noble and lovable morally as to form 
a brave exemplar for the patterning of our lives, 
was Abraham Lincoln. This man, says Mr. Rems- 
burg in his new work upon him, with the stature of 
a giant, and strength and courage of a lion, “ pos- 
sessed the gentleness of a child and the tenderness 
of a woman. The sufferings, even of a stranger, 
would fill his eyes with tears, and the death of a 
friend would overwhelm him.” In the social rela- 
tions of life, he was a most exemplary man. He 
was a devoted husband, an indulgent father, an 
obliging neighbor, and a faithful friend. Mrs. Col- 
onel Chapman, a lady who lived for a time in his 
family, pays this tribute to his private life: “He 
was all that a husband, father, and neighbor should 
be, kind and affectionate to his wife and child, and 
very pleasant to all around him. Never did I hear 
him utter an unkind word.” “His devotion to wife 
and children,” says George W. Julian, “was as 
abiding and unbounded as his love of country.” 
The strong attachment always manifested by him 
for his friends has often been remarked. Rich and 
poor, great and humble, all were equally dear to 
him and alike the recipients of his regard and love. 
The prince, says Mr. Remsburg, he treated like a 
man, the humblest man he treated like a prince. 
By his rugged honesty he won the sobriquet of 
“Honest Abe.” In his profession of lawyer, so 
prone to unscrupulousness, he was a shining light 
of purity. He labored mightily in cases that he be- 
lieved just, faltered with little heart and little effi- 
ciency through causes that he doubted, and refused 
those that he knew unjust. 

“ Lincoln,” says Colonel Ingersoll, “was the 
grandest figure of the fiercest civil war. He is the 
gentlest memory of our world.” And he was a 
total disbeliever in the tenets of Christianity. Ideal 
splendid and heart-swaying is he for the Freethink- 
er’s aspiration and imitation. 


.| for he wanted to go. 


A subscriber writes to us of the way in which a 
colored murderer of Hendersonville, North Caro- 
lina, met his execution. He had embraced religion 
and become reassured by its declarations that no 
matter how a man had treated his fellows, he would 
be regarded just the same in the upper world. So, 
requesting his spiritual adviser to sing “Amazing 
Grace, How Sweet the Sound,” he swung off into 
everlasting bliss, an encouragement to all who may 
be tempted likewise in the future. 


From the far-isle of Trinidad we are sent infor- 
mation of the prosperous continuance of a Free- 
‘thought organization. This is the Trinidad branch 
of the National Secular Society. This body 
has elected as latest officers: president, Edgar 
Maresse Smith, Esq. ; vice-president, Philip Fort, 
Esq.; treasurer, Charles A. Meltz, Esq.; secre- 
tary, Emanuel dos Santos, Esq., 15a Upper 
Prince street, Port-of-Spain. May the proceed- 
ings of this body be blessed with a spirit of 
peace as balmy as the air of their happy island, and 
Secular works spring forth as luxuriantly as their 
soil’s growths about them. 

SS E 

There are nearly three hundred young East In- 
dians studying at the British universities of London 
and at various inns of court. One seldoms meets 
with any of them who do not maintain those 
total abstinence principles which are characteris- 
tic of their natiy faith Whether they be 
Hindoo of Mussulman, they are to be found 
among the most earnest and steady groups of 
students, and earn golden opinions from the au- 
thorities. Yet, to convert Hindoos and Mohammed- 
ans such as these to.the faith of guzzling Chris- 
tianity enormous sums are annually wheedled from 
our opulent citizens by those everlasting humbugs, 
the missionaries. 

cae 

Friends of Mr. and Mrs. Bennett will regret to 
learn of the decease of Mrs. Bennett’s brother, 
Loren J. Wicks, of New Jersey. His death oc- 
curred May 9th, and as became a firm Spiritualist 
was quiet and confident. He remained conscious 
till the final breath left the body. He told his 
daughter he was going home, and was glad of it, 
He crossed his own hands on 
his breast and passed away as peacefully as a child 
goes to sleep. His sister, Mrs. Bennett, is in bet- 
ter health than formerly, and cherishes her hus- 
band’s memory with the utmost fidelity. She asks 
us to send greetings to her many friends through- 
out the country. 

as os 

Every now and then some preacher follows Dr. 
Briggs by ceasing to pronounce any longer that 
falsehood as arrant as that black is white, the as- 
sertion that the Bible is errorless. The latest to 
stop telling this lie as prodigious as to deny that 
the sun is shining at noon, is Rev. Dr. Sprecher, of 
the Euclid Avenue Presbyterian church at Cleve- 
land, Ohio. The other Sunday this minister in 
whose breast the spark of shame had refused to die 
out utterly as in the bosoms of his fellows, declared 
in his pulpit that he would not be a slave and say 
that the scriptures are without error. The work of 
seeking the truth and promulgating it that Free- 
thinkers are doing, if continued must in the end 
result in forcing everybody to speak it. 


-1 $ 

Folks who hay been in the. market towns within 
easy access of Alsace, Germany, hav noted that the 
peasant girls with the peculiar headdress are invari- 
ably attired in either green or red skirts. This 
fashion in colors is due entirely to the difference in 
the religious belief of the wearers of the skirts. 
The girls in the green skirts are Protestants and 
those that wear the red are Catholics. Most of the 
Alsatian maidens are blondes of decided beauty. 
They think more of their religion than they do 
of the esthetic necessity of making the color -of 
their dresses match their complexions. They wear 
their colors ostentatiously, so nobody may think 
they are ashamed to be what their dress indicates 
they are. Let us pray that our charming sisters of 
America obscure not their gladdening beauty by 
any such tributes to ugly superstition. 


We shall print Mr. Putnam’s letters from Chicago 
in a pamphlet to be called “Pen Pictures of the 
World’s Fair,” before their complete appearance 
in Tae Trura Szxxer. We shall get the book out 
in time to be used as a guide-book for those who 
visit Chicago during the last three months of the 
Fair. These letters hay been highly commended, 
and deservedly so, for the descriptions are veritable 
poems, and all the statements are as accurate ag 
official information can make them. Those who go 
to the Fair will find the book exceedingly useful, 
for Mr. Putnam has laid it all out from beginning 
to end, and the book will save Visitors’ time. Those 
who read it will know what to see. and where the 
sights are. It will contain as much information as 
is possible to crowd into a work of its limit. Those . 
who do not go to the Fair will in this book see it’ 
in all its glory, and certainly will know more about 
the Exhibition than those who attend without this 
guide-book, trusting to memory. Those who go 
to Chicago will receive great benefit from it; those 
who do -not, still greater. The price of the book 
is 25 cents. 


Francis Wilson, the actor, and Rey. Dr. Bristol, 
of Chicago, are friends. It happened early last . 
spring that the two friends met in Omaha. Dr. 
Bristol was there as a delegate to the Methodist 
Conference. Mr. Wilson was there with his comic- 
opera company. Both gentlemen did a big week’s 
business. “Now is the time for you to come to 
one of my performances,” said Mr. Wilson one day. 
“Qh, no; that would never do,” answered Dr. 
Bristol. ‘I never. was in a theater in all my life. 
and I couldn’t conscientiously go now.” “ But I’ve 
been to hear you,” argued Mr. Wilson; “surely you 
should come to hear me!” The clergyman shook 
his head and set his teeth firmly. The two fell 
to arguing the merits of the case. Mr. Wilson 
stood up for his profession, and in the course 
of his elaborate argument said: “I try to 


make my fellow-men happy and-so do you. 
Now i claim that my efforts are more successful 
than yours. For two hours every night I am be- 


fore the public and the people go away happy. 
Many of these same people go to hear you twice a 
week, and with what results? They come away 
miserable as ——!”’ : 
eg 
Colonel Ingersoll while in Cincinnati on the Ist 
inst. thus expressed himself on the present silver 
situation: “This is a bankers’ panic. The bankers 
hav been predicting a panic for years, and hav done 
all they could to fulfill their prediction. They tell © 
us that the Sherman law has done all the damage, 
and they point to the present price of silver as one 
of the results of the Sherman law. Certainly silver 
did not fall in price because the Sherman bill mace 
a market for 4,500,000 ounces a month. You can 
not put down prices by buying. Silver has fallen- 
because it was demonetized. The value of a thing © 
depends somewhat upon its uses, and the main use ' 
of silver has been destroyed. Suppose gold had 
been demonetized instead of silver, what would 
gold be worth?” Colonel Ingersoll thinks that a 
ratio between the metals can easily be established 
by a conference of nations. He is a strong silver 
man, and givs it as his opinion that the Sherman 
bill cannot be repealed unless something is put in 
its place, as there is not gold enough in the world 
to do its business, and the present trouble is due 
to a lack of confidence of the people in each other. 
a ge 
We desire to call the attention of readers of Tux 
Truta SEEKER to the benefits of subscribing to the 
Truth Seeker Monthly Library. The yearly sub- 
scription is only $3, and subscribers to the Library 
receive a paper-bound copy of each book issued in - 
it; or, if they desive the books in cloth binding, 
subscribers to the Library can remit the difference 
in price between paper and cloth binding, and get 
the books in the latter shape. So far this year sub- 
scribers to the Library hav received “ Paine Vindi- - 
cated,” by Colonel Ingersoll, price 15 cents; the 
« Creation of God,” by Dr. Hartmann, price 50 cents ; 
the “ Resurrection of Jesus,” by Don Allen, price 
40 cents; “Crimes of Preachers,” price 25 cents; 
the “Handbook of Freethought,’ by W. S. Bell, 


` per year; and. all for $3 paid in advance. 


sides are in preparation. 
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price 50. cents; “ Religion a Curse,” by S. P. Put- | and color, to show the heart and brain of humanity 
nam, price 25 cents; “ Design Argument Fallacies,” | in its eternal struggle for truth and liberty. 


price 15 cents, making two dollars and twenty cents’ 
worth in five months, or at the rate of $5.40 worth 
J. E. 
Remsburg’s “ Abraham Lincoln: Was He a Chris- 
tian?” will be ready very soon, and other ‘books be- 
Two of these, we may 
mention, are “Progress and Pleasure,” by A. M. 
Lorentz, LL.D, of which further notice will 
shortly be.made, and Mr. Putnam’s “ Pen Pictures 
of the World’s Fair,” of great value to visitors to 
the Fair, and still greater to those who cannot 


. attend, Send $3 and receive at once the books 


already published, and, as they appear, those which 
will be published between now and January ’94. 


SEU EA ane 

Dr. Whitford, of Butte, Mont., an old contributor 
to Tas Trora Seeker, is hurling into the cowards’ 
castles of the preachers of his town challenges to 
investigate scripture. However, the pietists there 
are not so universally cowards as in most places, for 
one Major Camp has been found to take up the 
challenge. On a late Sunday he responded to the 
doctor’s request that he publicly réad and expound 
Jer. xix, 9. Besides making the exposition desired, 


` the devout son of Mars remarked: “It is now too 


late in the nineteenth century for a man of the 
doctor’s caliber to begin a war on the Bible, which 
has withstood centuries of warfare of the most in- 
tense and bitter kind, and the sage of Idaho street 
cannot expect to accomplish anything where greater 
and brighter men than he hav failed. His hatred 
of God and the Bible has become a part of himself, 
and he can only think of the one subject, or else 
age has affected the gray matter of the brain, which 
perhaps is the more charitable view to entertain. 
Of all the Infidels I hav known and met in debate 
not one knew more than a half-dozen verses from 
the Bible, and the few that they do know they 
usually garble and distort or misquote for the pur- 
pose of ridiculing the same.” The fighting disciple 
of the prince of peace then spoke of the persistent 
efforts of individuals and even of nations to sup- 
press the Bible and Christianity, and “how utterly 
they hav failed.” More books, he said, had been 
written on the Bible and more people read the 
Bible than any other book that was ever published 
or would be published in the future. Daniel Web- 
ster, Lincoln, Washington, Garfield, and Gladstone 
all believed in -the Bible and spoke well of it, 
“either of whom had brains enough to break Dr. 
Whitford’s neck should he attempt to carry an 
equal weight of gray matter in his head,” said 
the major. This personage seems to make up in 
powers of wind what he lacks in politeness, and we 
suppose that our friend Dr. Whitford will hav quite 
a lively time pinning him down and opening the 


_ bladder of his argument in all its emptiness. 


.“ Four Hundred Years of Freethought.” 

In connection with the World’s Fair and Inter- 
national Freethought Congress no subject can be 
more interesting than the progress of Freethought 
since the landing of Columbus on these shores. 
The most brilliant and alluring pages of 
human history are open before us. The great- 
est events and- the greatest geniuses of the 
world are seen in their relation to the glory of 
to-day. Only by understanding the progress of 
Freethought for the last four centuries can we 
understand the present time. It is a wonderful 
record, more beautiful than any romance. Every 
Freethinker interested in the advancement of the 
race, and wishing to see the true meaning of civil- 
ization, should read this history. 

I propose to show the progress of Freethought 
for the last four centuries in philosophy, science, 
literature, education, and government. It will be 
a book of permanent value, for it deals with the 
most fruitful portion of history. I shall devote 


' my time from now until the meeting of the Inter- 


national Congress to writing this book, and the 
book will conclude with a report of the Con- 
gress itself, in the best manner in which I can do 
it, giving a living picture, I hope, of this great 
gathering; of those who take part in it, the repre- 
sentativs of our cause throughout the world. I 
intend to make this book not only a correct history 
of the last four centuries, but of organized Free- 
thought to-day, and therefore it will be valuable for 
reference. I do not mean, however, to giv a bare 
abstraction of events, but to clothe them with life 


I shall issue a souvenir edition of this book in 
commemoration of the International Congress. I 
propose to make it in every respect a book worthy 
of the cause. It will be elegantly bound. It will 
contain the portraits of over fifty Freethinkers, 
living and dead, who hav adorned the- history of 
our work. It will be a gallery of Freethought, as 
well as its written record. It will be something 
worthy to preserve and valuable as a gift to friends, 
illustrating what Freethought has been and is 
to-day. 

I shall sell this book by subscription, and I 
desire subscriptions from friends at the earliest 
possible moment. The subscriptions will be for 
the benefit of the International Congress as well as 
for the publication of the book. The names of all 
subscribers will be enrolled in the book along with 
the members and officers of the International 
Congress, whether they attend the Congress 
or not, and in this way in permanent form 
there will be a list of the pioneer Freethinkers 
of the world. I hope everyone will feel it an 
honor to be on that list, and will hasten to en- 
roll their name. I do not mean to do things cheaply, 
but generously. I want to make this one of the 
best and handsomest books ever published in the 
interests of Freethought. ` Therefore, I shall make 
the price per copy $5.00. All above the cost of 
publication will be for the benefit of the Free- 
thought International Congress. 

Friends, I ask you to subscribe for this book; 
you will thus help to secure in permanent form the 
history of Freethought in its noblest career; you 
will thus put yourself upon the roll of the pioneers 
of the great cause, and you will at this important 
time aid financially the Congress of the Freethink- 
ers of the World. Address, 

SamorL P. Purnam, 

Troura SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


International Congress of Freethinkers. 


Christians frequently boast of the profound eru- 
dition and learning of the professors of theology. 
Names of great men are frequently enumerated as 
adherents of their creed, first to try and show its 
popularity, and secondly to try and giv a little au- 
thority toward showing its supposed truth; but 
what a vast preponderance of learning and preten- 
sions toward orthodoxy stands arrayed against 
these claims, repelling with contempt such arrogant 
assumptions of authority and superiority! We hav 
attached to the cause of science and human prog- 


ress the brightest men that may be found in any |, 


civilized country, men and women too who hav 
been and may be regarded as the brightest orna- 
ments in society. Of this latter class the late John 
Stuart Mill declared: “The world would be ut- 
terly astonished to know how many of them were 
complete skeptics upon religion.” Others of lit- 
erary fame hav not been absolutely blind to this 
fact, though literary. dishonesty has in a sense led 
them to suppress it. In face of this we must make 
it our duty at the forthcoming Congress to gather 
together upon our platform the shining lights of 
Freethought, who by their study and inquiry hav 
acquired.a profound learning, which being clothed 
with splendid oratory has won the admiration of 
thousands of their fellow-men. We hav within the 
bounds of our party ties and affections men and 
women who hav grown old and gray in the glorious 
work of freedom, who hav sacrificed their wealth, 
their means, and their reputations in an earnest en- 
deavor to free the race from mental bondage. The 
traditional history of our cause is resplendent with 
noble characters— those heroic souls who hav 
given their very lives to subserve the highest and 
best interests of humanity. 

Realizing this, how earnest we should be to per- 
petuate these same principles, and touched by the 
rays of gratitude for those who hav labored so in- 
cessantly in the past, endeavor to supplant the 
Christian religious system with a newer religion, 
broader in its purpose and meaning, nobler in senti- 


‘ment and purer in motiv, a religion embracing the 


whole human family, the great and enduring re- 
ligion of humanity. 

It is these points we desire to emphasize at the 
forthcoming Congress, when men and women from 
all parts of the civilized world may participate in 
this grand demonstration, and by song and speech 
fill each heart with purer motivs, and inspire each 
brain with more elevated and progressiv thoughts, 
fitting them for nobler deeds and a more devoted 
life to the cause of justice, freedom, and truth. 

What deeds of heroism hav been performed even 
within our own age and time, what vivid pictures 
are reflected upon our minds Itis impossible for us 
to forget them, and as they rise before us in glow- 
ing recollections, let us one and all find therein an 


incentiv to urge us on, and by our help, our sym- 
pathy, and our affections encourage and assist 


those who are-now engaged in the long and bitter 


fight against slavish creeds and customs which by 
subtlety and deception hav been made to permeate 
the very system of man’s own nature. We hav men 
of learning and ability within our ranks who are 
giving their life and means to strengthen our cause, 
and the object of the promoters of this Congress is 
to bring together these laborers in the vineyards, 
not of the Lord’s, but of humanity’s service, to see 
them and encourage them in the work they hav se- 
lected to perform. Religious despotism has of late 
shown itself in its true character—oppressions of 
liberty and tramplings of human rights. The search- 
light of investigation, the piercing rays of truth, 
hav shown its pernicious tendencies toward the 
race, and that itis truly deserving the opposition of 
all sincere Freethinkers who desire to make this a 
practical and useful world to all mankind. 

Let gods attend on things that gods must knov,. 

Man's only care relates to things below, 

The preparations for the Congress are now as- 
suming vast proportions, and the tendency is toward 
making it the greatest event in the history of our 
movement in America. Universal satisfaction is 
expressed at the steps we hav taken toward this 
end. It would require pages to enumerate the 
names of friends who hav written me concerning it, 
and the favorable opinions expressed by them. 
Let this fact suffice to move those who hav not yet 
sent in their contributions to help us in the realiza- 
tion of this worthy object. 

To properly arrange this Congress, where the 
consummation of our brightest hopes may be 
realized, we must hav a sufficiency of financial help, 
the hands of the committee must not be cramped 
by want of funds, and I trust our friends will 
realize how vastly important this will be. The hall 
rent must be paid, the Congress must be properly 
and adequately advertised, decorations are needed, 
some of the speakers must be paid, especially those 
from abroad, and then there are innumerable inci- 
dental expenses; though not large in themselvs, 
still in the aggregate they will amount to quite a 
sum. So, again we put forth an urgent appeal for 
financial help so greatly needed at this time. 
Friends, we need your assistance in these our 
efforts, that by the work we hav before us truth 
and justice may hav an abiding-place upon the earth 
from whence they cannot be driven, a stronghold 
from whence the united vengeance of priests and 
dupes would fail in their efforts to dislodge them. 

Joun R. CHARLESWORTH, 
Sec. Committee of Arrangements. 
345 W. Randolph st., Chicago, Il. 


Since my last report of donations, I hereby ac- 
knowledge the receipt of the following donations in 
behalf of the Federation: 


Louis Levine, Charleston, S. C..............cecccseeeeeeee $10 00 
5 


C. W. Brace, Kain, Th... e eerrsseersse 00 
Jorgen Nilsen, Waupaca, Wi8..........:....:ccssseeceeeee 1 00 
J. M. Monroe, Mabel, Minn .....eessesssessssssesssssesess 5 00 
Sarah Monroe, ‘ E EEEE 1 00 
L. G. Reed, New York city. ........... ccc cccccueeeseeeseees 2 00 
David Freidenrich, Baltimore, Md...................066. 1 00 


E. E. Otis, Palo Alto, Cal.......... 
James A. Greenhill, Clinton, Ia 
B. Anderson, Carleton, Neb.. 
C. F. Swartz, Iroquois, 8S. D. 
J. J. Wilkin, Hutchinson, Kan.. 
H. L. Wilson, Davenport, Wash... 
H. Merrick, Spuyten Duyvil, N. Y.. 
Asa W. Brayton, Brayton, N. Y 


Joun R. CHARLESWORTH, 
Sec. Freethought Federation of America. 
345 W. Randolph st., Chicago, IU. 


ee 
Information To Be Had from Its Pages. 
From the Investigator. 


“The Creation of God.” By Dr. Jacob Hartmann. 
In the preface of this volume the author says: ‘‘In pre- 
senting these pages to the public it is for the pnrpose of 
exposing some simple intelligible facts, some wholesome 
truths, some few scientific revelations discovered by men 
of eminence, knowledge, and wisdom regarding the ter- 
restrial globe, and the universe at large of which we are 
part.” ‘Man to know his rights must know himself, his 
nature, and his natural surroundings, and if he knows 
himself he will learn that God did not ereate man, but 
that man created God, and that every man is and must 
be his own God to bea true man. Know the natural— 
never mind the supernatural.”. Dr. Hartmann has given 
a great deal of valuable information in this volume, and 
has applied common sense and reason to. the eurrent 
Christian dogmas and beliefs in a way to expose their fal- 
lacy and absurdity. Truth Seeker Company, 28 Lafay- 
ette place; 432 pages—cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 

CRE EE EL ae, 


Bound Volumes of The Truth Seeker. 
We hav a few bound volumes of THE TRUTH SEEKER for 


the year just closed (1892) which will be sent on receipt .- 


of $4. We also hava few of previous years which can 
be sold for $8, Readers desirous of keeping files as re- 
ceived weekly can obtain the File Binder for $1, 
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nature’s selectest influence and exuberant joy, floats 
and quivers and glances in radiant swiftness along 
the blue plains of the welcoming sky. And to 
think of the idiotcy of the Woman’s Christian Tem- 
perance Union that would file a caveat against this 
stainless loveliness ! 
will isgue a mandamus to arrest the naked truth 
_| itself. 


Gommunieations. 


These letters will be published in pamphlet form 
within two or three weeks, as a guide-book and descrip- 
tion of the Fair. Send 25 cents for ‘‘ Pen Pictures of 
the World’s Fair.” $ 


Pen Pictures of the World’s Fair. 
THE AGRICULTURAL BUILDING. 

Agriculture creates the home life, first of all 
brings wild and wandering man to an abiding-place, 
` and makes possible those conditions whereby art 
and industry adorn and glorify his career. 

And so with still fresh and exultant feelings I 
walk through these vistas of flowers and fruit and 
grain, and see that the oldest art of man is still 
bright and beautiful; that it is regnant amidst all 
the shining wonders of his later conquests, and 
whatever may happen in the long result of time 
never can we outgrow the grand old farm life with 
its restfulness, its ruggedness, its peace, its strength, 
its amplitude. Whatever may be our progress we 
must still keep close to nature, to -forest and field, 
to hill and dale, to meadow and brook, to tree and 
flower, to garden, orchard, and vineyard. We must 
plow and sow and reap, and we thus gain, not 
simply the resplendent harvest, but the noblest 
qualities of our being, and that presence of nature 
without which art itself is “stale, flat, and un- 
profitable.” 
`” The Agricultural Building, fronting the beautiful 
lagoon, with the glorious statue of Diana on its 
pinnacle, is indeed one of the most illustriousspecta- 
cles of this great Exposition. It is appropriately 
styled the “Palace of Agriculture.” It is five hun- 
dred by eight hundred feet, and the annex is three 
hundred by five hundred feet, and the total cost is 
$618,000. On either side of the main entrance 
are mammoth Corinthian pillars, eighty feet high 
and five feet in diameter. There is a continuous 
arcade around the top of the building, with three 
pavilions. The rotunda is one hundred feet in di- 
ameter, with a glass dome one hundred and thirty 
feet high. . 

Agricultural progress has been remarkable in the 
last decade. - Colleges throughout the country and 
the national government are entering upon the 
fields of scientific research. 

The subject of irrigation and its possibilities are 


LA RABIDA. 
Building, fronting the lake, if we are hungry we 


symphonies we may pass along the vast colonnade 


and toilsome life of Columbus. 
ning of the Christian era. 


silence falls upon our curious footsteps. 


he found sympathy and new. hope. 


rolled its undiscovered billows another century. 


pine. It is said that criminals could escape to this 


on its altars. 
is very nearly as old as Jesus. 
occupied it in the year 159. In the year 700 the 


ward the Knighis Templar used it, and when 


The next thing we know they 


Coming forth at the east end of Agricultural 
can saunter into the Casino, or if we desire a few 


of the Peristyle to Music Hell; but since we have 
already visited these places and are still in good 
trim for travel we will cross the bridge over the 
lagoon which flows into the South Pond, and walk 
through the quaint and richly crowded halls of La 
Rabida, and dream of the past and study the poetic 
La Rabida takes us 
back through many centuries almost to the begin- 
As we enter, the world 
of the present seems to fade away, and a strange 
We can 
spend a whole day in this pictured gallery of 
ancient times and ever some new relic will attract 
our gaze. The things that pass before our vision arè 
not by any means illustrious.or inspiring. There 
is gloom and sadness penetrated by the romance 
of the bold adventurer, who no more conceived of 
the glory of to-day than the walls that shut in his 
weary frame. But still in the bosom of superstition 
They who 
dwelt in the shadow of enthroned falsehood caught 
some glimpse from the eye and brain of the impe- 
rious wanderer of the “orient colors flying ”—of 
the New World beyond the sea, and their gentle 
souls gave nourishment to the intrepid spirit that 
else might have sunk by the way, and the ocean 


The legend says that La Rabida was built in the 
time of the emperor Trajan, a temple to Proser- 


temple and be safe, and that virgins were sacrificed 
According: to this story the convent 
The Christian monks 


Moslems came in and made it a mosque. After- 


presented in a practical and comprehensive manner. 
The science of dairying, the breeding of live stock, 
the beautifying’ of roadways by tree-planting, the 
production of sugar, the new methods of industry, 
the vast material developments both of the North 
and South, are displayed with marvelous fidelity. 
Foreign nations vie with America in the abundance 
and variety of their exhibits, and present features 
preeminently instructive. On the floor space, cov- 
ering nearly ten acres, are seen in multitudinous 
perfection the farm products of the world. On 
every exhibit is the name of object, of producer, 
where grown, character of soil, date of planting, 
date of harvesting, yield per acre, and all items 
necessary to thorough information. 

In the great galleries. novel in construction and 
perfect in point of availability, are located in the 
north front the wool exhibit, in the west end work- 
ing colonies of bees, in the south end dairy imple- 
ments. In the central sections are the brewing and 
tobacco industries, magnificent collections of flow- 
ers, sugars, confectionery, canned goods, oils, soaps, 
etc. There is a colossal image of Columbus. in 
chocolate. As you enter the building it seems like 
a brilliant little city of temples, pavilions, palaces, 
and kiosks. There are long avenues running east 
and west, north and south. Every exhibit tells its 
own story. Tags and placards are everywhere. 
Most of the booths are built in their native clime, 
and. illustrate the wood products of the different 
countries. As you wander along you might 
imagine yourself a pilgrim in all parts of the world 
face to face with nature herself. There is no imita- 
tion, no copy, but the vivid reality. It is impossi- 
ble to note the particular exhibits, for almost every 
nation is represented, and the states of the Union 
rival each other in the ingenuity and magnificence 
with which they furnish forth their peculiar riches. 

I must of course note the beautiful Diana statue 
< which adorned the tower of Madison Square Gar- 
den, and is now above the central dome of this 
“Temple of Ceres,” for as against the Sunday open- 
ing so the ultra religionists of the land protested 
against this superbcreation of Art for no other rea- 
son than that it was “beauty unadorned.” The 
figure is of heroic size, being eighteen feet in hight. 
The glorious huntress is represented with a drawn 
bow, her right foot resting upon a small ball which 
moves in a socket to the lightest zephyr. In the 
glittering sunshine and amidst the wondrous 
illuminations that gem the night this figure of ex- 
quisite grace, of beauteous animation, as if born of 


they were driven out on account of their wealth and 
pride the Franciscans took possession, and held on 
until 1835. Rabida in Spain is a strong-looking 
high object on the top of a hill, a good way back 
from the water; and with the monument of Colum- 
bus, built last year, rising conspicuously by its side, 
it has the appearance of an important town. It is 
three miles from Palos, which furnished sailors for 
the ships of the navigator. 

In Chicago La Rabida is a whitewashed-looking 
building, not many feet above the water. The cen- 
ter of the convent is all here, aad is filled with 
paintings and relics. The descendants of Colum. 
bus, the monarchs of Spain and other countries, 
and the pope himself have sent to this spot priceless 
things. 

Here is a book published in 1507 when Columbus 
was obscurely dying at Valladolid, which first con- 
tained the name “ America.” In this book it says, 
freely translated from Latin, “Now that these parts 
have been more widely explored, and another fourth 
part discovered by Americus Vespucci, I do not see 
why we should refuse to name it America; namely 
the land Americus or America for its discoverer 
Americus, a man of sagacious mind, since Europe 
and Asia and Asia derive their names from women.” 

So it seems after all, as some one wittily remarks, 
that the name “America” originated in a protest 
for the rights of man as against woman’s suprem- 
acy. She had already named, two continents and 
would no doubt have labeled this the continent of 
Isab lla, if this voluble monk had not been too quick 
for her. 

Here are relics of old Isabella, the first town es- 
tablished in America, such as handcuffs, spurs, 
stirrups, and the first bell which rang in the New 
World in 1494; also horseshoes, jugs, bits of 
cannon, bits of Toledo blades, and lance-heads. 
The anchor which Columbus used is here, and some 
of his ashes. Autograph letters from the popes 
are to be seen; also the first map in the world 
upon which America is shown. Here is the ter- 
restrial globe made by Martin Beheim, in 1492, of 
pasteboard covered with parchment. An interest- 
ing feature are the canoes, roughly constructed from 
great logs, in which the Indians are said to have 
gone out to meet Columbus on his way to this con- 
tinent. 

There are views of the harbor and city of Genoa, 
of the university at Pavia, of the church at Lisbon, 
and Porto Santo—connected with the youth of 
Columbus. , 


There is the “sepulcher room ” with relics of the 
last days and death of Columbus. There are-views 
of the city of Seville, the Tower of Gold, the 
Alcazar and convent of Car.uja. The house in 
which Columbus died is still standing at Valladolid. 

There are paintings illustrating the career of 
Columbus—his disappointments, his triumphs, his 
voyages, his imprisonment, his chains, his pathetic 
death. , 

What a contrast is this old convent with its little 
windows and little halls and narrow stairways to 
the Manufacturers’ Building, the emblem of modern 
progress, with its amplitude and wealth of light. 
The one is the fifteenth century, the other is the 
nineteenth century, and what a vast space is dark 
and luminous between. The toilsome life of Colum- 
bus, with its defeats and victories, has been repeated 
a thousand times to make this imperial White City 
in the heart of the continent of America. What 
voyages have been made since Columbus, not only 
over the liquid surface of the earth. but. through 
the trackless heavens. themselves to stars beyond 
the gaze of the dauntless navigator. I wonder 
how, with such surroundings as this little building - 
and its relics, Columbus could have pierced beyond 
the limits of his. time? There must have been a 
daring and wonderful spirit in him, born of the sea, 
of the wandering winds, of the boundless sky. 
Somehow he must have been touched with the 
Promethean fire, which never burst from the altars 
of the church or the chambers of the convent. 
Something of the viking was in him—the old, in- 
domitable pagan heart—and something of ‘the 
glorious science which flamed and perished in the 
schools of Alexandria. ° 

THE KRUPP GUNS. 


Going southward along the lake shore from La 
Rabida we reach a pretty and imposing pavilion 
like an old feudal castle with turrets and signal 
towers, in which like sleeping tigers are the great 
Krupp guns. One of them is the largest ever 
manufactured, the 120-ton gun. Special cars were 
required to transport these engines of war to the 
Fair grounds. The exhibit costs $500,000. 

It is a tremendous spectacle, as if you were 
looking at chained thunderbolts. We see here the 
unadulterated grandeur of war, its polished fierce- 
ness, its magnificent brutality, its splendid barbar- 
ism. Murder as a fine art is here exhibited, surely. 
This is the perfection of slaughter, the masque of 
death. What a glum satire on the so-called Chris- 
tian civilizations these big-mouthed cannon are. 
The savagery of the ,race has reached its highest 
mark. Let us hope that these guns will some time 
be stranded on the shores of a true civilization and 
be looked upon as relics of a far-off time. Brilliant 
and beautiful as these things look, awing one with 
the display of man’s enormous physical power so 
that Jehovah and Jove sink almost into insig- 
nificance, yet they point backward and not forward. 
Religion $aay bless them, but science will some 
day put them on the retired list. Take a good 
look at the monsters. They may kill the gods but 
not man. 

THE SHOE AND LEATHER BUILDING. 

This is a cheerful resort after the colossal gloom 
of the Krupp guns. In the words of an old chest- 
nut here is something for man’s “ understanding,” 


every kind of footwear from the Cinderella slipper 


to the seven-leagued boots. Here is a big shoe 
made especially, I suppose, for some Chicagoan. 
You know when you meet a lady of the Windy City 
you must be careful and not inquire, “Are you long 
on these grounds?” 

Russia and France have especially fine exhibits 
in this building, and the manufacturers of the 
United States have given a most attractive and 
fashionable display. One would scarcely think so 
much ingenuity could be expended upon foot-wear. 
We might say that shoe-making has become an art. 
Leather seems to be almost as beautiful as silk as 
it hangs before you in the shining cases. 

THE BACK YARD. 


From the Shoe and Leather Building we are in 
what is called “the Back Yard” of the Exposition. 
We bid farewell to the wonderful grandeur of the 
white buildings. However, we must keep our eyes 
open, for curiosities will still throng upon our view; 
but with rather a motley presentment. We can 
imagine ourselves in a kind of country show as we 
wander along. From this time on we can take our 
ease. There are no more hights to climb. We 
have been to the top of Olympus; we have 
looked upon that which awes: and thrills with its 
immensity. Now we can travel witha home feeling, 
with a restfulness of soul. We are in the “ back 
yard,” but everybody who has visited a farm knows 
that a back yard is just as charming as the front 
yard, even if it is not quite so gorgeous. = §—-:. 

Chicago, Iii. > SamuEL P.-PUTNAM; 
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` The Bible in Our Public Schools. 


- I hav found through my experience with the 
Liberal: public, that differences in opinion concern- 
ing the reading of the Bible in our common public 
schools are by no means very scarce. A great deal 
has been said upon both sides, and the apparent 
earnestness with which the opposing sides adhere 
to their opinions entitles them to the respect and 
consideration of all thinking people. Many people 
outside the pale of church influences together with 
those of pronounced Freethought ideas are unani- 
mously agreed upon the impropriety of giving “ re- 
ligious instruction,” as such, within the four walls 
of the little red schoolhouse, but it is evident that 
all are not thoroughly agreed as to whether the 
Bible should or should not be prohibited altogether 
from these institutions of learning. It is not very 
‘strange that differences of opinion, even upon such 
a question as this, should exist among Freethinkers, 
or indeed upon any subject, for it is impossible for 
all to think alike, and these differences may be said 
to hav arisen from the very principles underlying 

- all our philosophies, the right to the exercise and use 
of individual Freethought. Every phase and con- 
dition of thought commenced with the individual. 

_ At first it finds favor only among the few, and 
meets with the opposition of the many. As it be- 

. comes more widely known it receives an extended 
` indorsement, and eventually meets with public 
favor. Thus. it is that public opinion is molded, 
altered and transformed from generation to ge.era- 
tion. The Freethinker, however, clearly recogniz- 
ing that every individual owes a duty to society, 
by stimulating and encouraging individual free 

. thought has endeavored to faithfully discharge this 
duty and.conscientiously followed the path whereon 
the truth should lead him as he sees it for himself. 
Then isit strange that differences of opinion should 
exist among them, when all cannot think alike, sur- 

- rounded by conditions different both in character 
and nature, and still adhering to that right inherent 
to all mankind—the right of individual free thought? 
Having clearly shown that differences of opinion 
may arise and the probable cause of their existence, 
there is no need for surprise that Freethinkers 
should disagree upon any given subject; and in 
this respect sufficient reasons may be found for the 
difficulty experienced in the attempts at organiza- 


. tion, many of them preferring to work individually. 


` for the advancement of their opinions rather than 
take an activ part in organized effort. There is 
no doubt that a large majority of Freethinkers, and 
„indeed. many who are not professedly such, are 
` opposed to the reading of the Bible in our public 
schools, but the more conservativ element in our 
ranks are inclined to a toleration in that direction. 
The latter class are inclined to favor the reading of 
tho Bible in the schools, but without any comment 
upon the passages read being made by the teacher. 
The idea entertained by them is, that it. is necessary 
for an individual to hav a thorough kMwledge of 
the Bible before he can either conscientiously be- 
lieve it or reject it. A great deal may be said in 
favor of this proposition, for, in very truth, a person 
‘should possess a thorough knowledge of all the 
Bible teaches before he can honestly believe it, and 
the same rule applies also to the unbeliever. . With- 
out this knowledge, the one accepts and the other 
rejects that which they hay never examined, so that 
both are extremely culpable, and, I might say, un- 
worthy of credit. If neither possess a thorough 
knowledge of the subject, then neither can their be- 
lief, or unbelief, in any sense ke justified. A person 
cannot honestly affirm that of which he has no 
knowledge, nor can he for the same reasons deny or 
honestly reject. Seeing, then, that a knowledge of 
the Bible is necessary to justify either course, it is 
claimed by some that no injury would arise from a 
careful reading of the Bible literature in our public 

`- schools. 


The question arises here, what is meant by a 
careful reading? If it means to select such parts 
only as are considered fit for a child to read, and 
to eliminate from the lessons altogether those of 
an opposit character, then the “careful reading” 
becomes too careful, and would hav a decided ten- 
dency toward evil, for even under such a system 

‘the former objection would not be met, and the 
children be furnished with but a very incomplete 
. knowledge of the subject, and we find ourselvs in 
precisely the same position as under our first ob- 
jection. An incomplete knowledgs of the Bible 
would, in my judgment, be a far greater source of 
‘injury than a state of comparativ ignorance re- 
garding it. When a person is found ignorant of 
‘the Bible’s teachings, no extended or influential 
ideas can be expressed concerning it. But in those 
‘eases where, by a “careful reading,” only a partial 
“knowledge is obtained, then erroneous ideas re- 
garding ‘the character and teachings of the Bible 


are not only held, but promulgated accordingly. 
Stronger objections, therefore, could logically be 
offered against a “careful reading,” if the ideas I 
hav given be accepted, than any that could be ad- 
vanced against a thorough and total prohibition of 
the Bible from our public schools. 


to be found, for they giv rise to possibilities of too 
dangerous a character for the safety of our secular 
institutions. 
favor some particular phase of Christian teachings, 
or may belong to one particular church, great care 
is always taken by that body to engage only such 
teachers as shall belong to the same sect, and 
they are authorized only to read such passages as 
may coincide with their own views. 
on record where teachers hay been summarily dis- 
missed, while others hav been compelled to resign 
their positions, because they could not, o3 when 
they hav been honest in the matter, would not, con- 
form to all the requirements demanded of them by 
those in authority over them. 


In the several states, different conditions exist 


with regard to the use of the Bible in our schools. 
We hav but one state—Washington—which, by the 
constitutional law as interpreted by the state at- 
torney, forbids the reading of the Bible, entirely, 
within the schools under the jurisdiction of that 
state. In other states the question is left to the 
discretion of the school commissioners, and in 


others the same powers are conferred upon the 
teacher. 


In both of the latter cases, grave objections are 


When a majority of the commissioners 


Instances are 


In the first case the teacher may be orthodox, 


and yet refuse to instruct the children in a manner 
contrary to his or her own views, then through the 
pernicious influence of sectarian bigotry and intol- 


erance, the teacher is requested to resign, and an- 
other one is appointed who shall be more in har- 
mony with the views held by a majority of the 
commissioners. In the latter case, the teacher may 
from conscientious scruples refuse to read the Bible 
at all, and their services are then quickly dispensed 
with ; or else, taking the bull by the horns, they 
hand in. their resignations before dismissal falls 
upon them. All this has a decided tendency 
toward a sectarian education, and should not be 
tolerated for one moment in our midst. 

Enlightened jurisprudence revolts at such condi- 
tions, the feelings of the parent and the statesman 
are outraged by them, and they deserve only the 
contempt and-opposition of all enlightened and in- 
telligent people in our land. Better by far to 
abolish the Bible from our public schools alto- 
gether than that our children should be raised un- 
der the influence of sectarianism. We object to 
discretionary powers being conferred upon the 
teachers, for the majority of our teachers in every 
state belong to some orthodox Christian sect, and 
every opportunity would be taken, every advantage 
seized, by individual teachers, to instil into the 
youthful minds under their care the private and 
particular opinions entertained by the teacher upon 
the subject, and a tendency toward sectarianism 
would still exist. Parents would then be brought 
into conflict with the teacher, and the innocent 
children would be the victims of both. We must 
oppose anything that approaches toward a 
sectarian education, for sectarianism has been at 
the root of every evil. The countless millions slain 
upon the field of battle are the direct results of its 
influence upon mankind.. It has forged the chains 
that bound the martyr to the stake, it has retarded 
the progress of the race, and deluged the world 
with human blood. It has ever stood a stumbling- 
block to science, a bar to social progress, and is a 
deadly pool, generating only the miasma of bigotry, 
selfishness, and superstition. 

Listen to the general voice of history, witness 
the Waldenses and Albigenses on the continent of 
Europe, the Covenanters in Scotland, the Protest- 
ant persecutions in England, the Bartholomew mas- 
sacre and the horrible butcheries performed in the 
name of Roman Catholicism, the Puritan persecu- 
tions in America; in fact, the world has been made 
one vast field of carnage wherever the blighting 
touch of sectarianism has been felt. Scarce any 
country has been free from it, and I doubt much if 
any one country is entirely so even today. The 
recent trials for heresy by an orthodox church in our 
land are but exhibitions of the strife and discord 
which find their origin in sectarianism. Thus it 
engenders religious rancor and hatred; it has set 
man against man; it has destroyed the peace of 
the family circle ; it has degraded woman, and ter- 
rorized little children; it has held in iron bonds 
the march of civilization; it has subdued the in- 
tellect and exalted ignorance. In short, just in 
proportion as it has been the purpose of wise men 
to retrench the evils of life by a system of philosophy, 
so has it ever been the employment of fools to 
multiply them by the infiuences of sectarianism. 
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Ye mother, with thy prattling babe upon thy knee, 
look into its laughing eyes sparkling with delight, 
its rosy cheeks dimpled with smiles, watch well thy 
charge, guard it and keep it safe from the danger- 
ous foe- that lurks behind the garb of sectarianism. 
I hav clearly shown the dangers that lie ina 
sectarian education. I hav. also shown how .and 
whence these sectarian influences may arise. We 
must now do allin our power to prevent such in- 
fluences from obtaining the control of our common 
public schools. uy ke 
We must now fall back upon the two first 
methods mentioned here, as to how the Bible 
should be read, if read atall, in our schools. Hither 
the Bible must be read in its entirety, or certain 
parts must be avoided so as not to corrupt the 
minds of our young. If the Bible is to be read as 
a whole, is there a parent or teacher who could read 
aloud certain passages to be found in holy writ 
(or as the cymric has termed it, “holy rot”), without 
a blush of shame surmounting their cheeks? And 
‘would not their confusion be more apparent should 
they attempt in any manner to explainit? Could - 
we allow with impunity the minds of our children 
to be tainted with a recital of the infamous conduct 
of Lot’s daughters, the murders and debaucheries 
of David and Solomon, the brutal wars and mas- 
sacres carried on in the name of God and under 
his supervision? I say no, a thousand times no; 
rather that such a book should rot away in our 
public libraries, and our children be kept in total ig- 


“| norance of its existence, than that their minds should 


be brutalized with such grossly indelicate and in- 
decent narrativs. The Bible, then, could not be 
morally read as a whole in our public schools, so 
only one proposition remains: namely, should the 
Bible be read, carefully omitting such parts as may 
be regarded as indecent, selecting only those con- 
taining good moral precepts? This practice largely 
prevails to-day, and it is equivalent to a “careful 
reading ” mentioned in the beginning. To omit any 
portion would be to impart only an imperfect 
knowledge and its attendant evils. Owing to an 
imperfect knowledge of the book, how frequently 
will an orthodox believer emphatically deny the ex- 
istence of certain passages or texts quoted before 
them? We know at once that such an individual 
does not know what really is to be found in the 
Bible, and is the direct result of sectarian- in- 
fluences, or a “careful reading” while young of the 
Bible literature. Those who know their Bible 
least, believe it most, while those who are better 
acquainted with its nature and tendencies believe it 
less, and some believe not in it at all. The great 
mass of society to-day know but very little concern- 
ing the Bible and its character, which accounts for 
such a wide belief in it among them. Society goes 
to hear some popular preacher, his opinions con- 
cerning it become their opinions, his thoughts be- 
come their thoughts, his prejudices become their 
prejudices. They are never taught to think for 
themselvs, and should one be bold enough to 
break the chains that bind him, the passions of his 
fellows find vent, the sectarian serpent lashes its . 
tail with frenzied rage, and with venomous bite 
seeks to poison the minds of its votaries against 
him. The only conditions by which the Bible could 
be read at all in our public schools are those with 
which I hav dealt, and as none of them can with 
safety to our similar institutions be allowed to pre- 
vail, the only conclusion to which we are forced 
is, that it should not be read at all. Ample time 
may be found when our children are approaching 
maturity, to study its literature clogely and well and 
make themselvs thoroughly acquainted with its 
character. They will understand it better and need, 
depend upon no one to interpret its text and mean- 
ing. ~ But where our children in their youth and in- 
nocence are concerned, contaminate not their minds 
with such vile stuff. We say then: “Hands off,” 
keep our public schools free from such corrupting 
influences. Put an end to these sectarian disputes 
over our school system by removing’ all such pos- 
sibilities. Try and arouse the people to their duty, 
awaken their interests in the welfare of humanity, 
and instead of religious discord, peace and good- 
will toward mankind will reign. i 
Joun R. CHARLESWORTIH, 

Sec. Freethought Federation of America. 

345 W. Randolph st., Chicago, Lil. 


anae ——— 
A Book Christians Should Read. 
From the Investigator. l 
“The Resurrection of Jesus: An Agnostic’s View.” 
By Don Allen. This author does not believe in the resur- 
rection of Jesus, and regards the story of his second ap- 
pearance as almost too absurd to deserve serious criticism. 
He, however, does review the so-called evidence in favor 
of this event, and finds that it is insufficient to establish 
the event as a historical fact. We do not believe that a 
Christian can read this book through and believe: that 
Jesus rose from the dead. Truth Seeker Company, 28 
; Lafayette place, New York; 160 pages—cloth, 75 cents; 


} 
` paper, 40 cents. 
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The Cause in Oregon. 


——, Orr., May 2, 1893. | 


Karrz Kemm Sarre, Oregon City, Dear Sister: Yours 
received. It is a source of no small regret to me that I 
eannot afford to join the Oregon State Secular Union, 
but my Infidelity has been a age tome. One must 
liv in this world, and as nineteen out of twenty who 

b as I do are without the courage of their convic- 
tions, why should I not besoalso? . . , 
not combine, they will not fight, and that is the end on’t. 


Why should I spend the rest of my days on earth 


“ kieking,” and get the worst of it? 


I am not much disposed to become s martyr myself, or 
_ The cause is all right and has. my 
thy and best wishes, but Iam too old to longer 
stand in the breach for those who won’t stand in it for 
Nothing short of being shot at or 


to 
sympa 


r my family. 


themselvs. gute ee 
having his house burnt rouse up the average 
Infidel. . . . Fraternally yours, 


This is a sample of a small and—it pleases me to 
say—a very small per cent of the many letters re- 
ceived since the work of reorganizing the Oregon 


State Secular Union was commenced. 


What our friend says seems at first glance to con- 


tain much truth. 


The apparent indifference of Liberals is indeed 
remarkable, and yet I cannot say that I am sur- 
prised, at least so far as the indifference of Oregon 


Liberals is concerned. 

Freethinkers, generally, are very practical people; 
they are for the most part willing to giv financial 
aid if they think they see some return. In looking 
over my files of Freethought, I noticed that Liber- 
als all over the state responded very promptly, and 


unhesitatingly gave their financial support, when 


the first effort was made to organize. Everyone 
seemed to realize that “in union there is strength ;” 
they saw the necessity of repealing all laws which 
gave precedence to Christianity; they knew that 
chaplains in our legislature should be abolished ; 
they saw the injustice of being compelled to sup- 
port penitentiary chaplains to continue the same 
teachings which had been the support of the crim- 
inal through his wicked career; they looked for- 
ward to the taxation of church property, and they 
thought the Union would be effectiv in rooting out 
these evils. 

Four years hav passed away since then; con- 
ventions hav been held; hundreds of letters hav 
been written; petitions hav been sent to the leg- 
islature; hundreds of dollars contributed hav 
been spent, and now those who so willingly sup- 
ported the Union at first are withholding their 
assistance. 

Many letters hav reached us filled with “ sym- 
pathy ” for the cause and the sincerest wishes for 
its success, but the necessary membership fee is not 
forthcoming. 

One correspondent writes: “I hav given money 
time again and again, and yet I can see no good— 
that is, permanent good—that the state organization 
has accomplished.” There are few, however, who 
hav watched the development of Liberalism in this 
state who will agree with this sentiment, for the 
agitation of thought which the state organization 
has caused has certainly resulted in permanent 
good. If the writer had said nothing had been 
done in the way of repealing any law granting 
special privileges to the Christians, he would hav 
been right. 

The efforts of our Union in this respect hav not 
been marked with success ; our petitions hav failed 
to command attention and respect. Again, of all 
the Secular Unions organized under the old organi- 
zation, few, if any, are in existence now. 

In my humble opinion, all these shortcomings 
can easily be accounted for. The parent organiza- 
tion was not incorporated ; it had no such thing as 
a legal existence; the efforts made to build it up 
were not sufficiently systematic; the work was 
spasmodic—it came in jerks. 

A few weeks, or perhaps three months, before 
holding a convention, everybody was appealed to to 
get right in and collect all the money they could, so 
that good speakers and good music could be ob- 
tained, and a splendid show madeat the convention. 
And this was done; the conventions were always a 
grand success; for three days enthusiasm was 
created ; speakers drained the treasury and gave 
their eloquence in return; pledges for future sup- 
port were made, many of them only to be: broken; 
people had a good time, became better acquainted 
with one another, and those from the country had 
an opportunity of enjoying the sights of the city. 
But then? The convention adjourned; the en- 
thusiasm waned ; the support for the organization 
was practically withdrawn, and only now and then, 
when one of our lecturers came among us, was any 
interest shown. These lecturers awakened enough 


‘enthusiasm to organize a few Secular Unions, 


which would soon become purely social affairs, and 
finally, after having held perhaps a score of meet- 
ings, would die, and the general verdict would be, 
“ Freethinkers can’t organize.” 


Infidels will 


Now, as evidence that they can organize, when 
the work is properly undertaken, I want to call 
your attention to the first Secular Union organized 
under the charter granted by the Oregon State Sec- 
ular Union (incorporated), which auxiliary is known 
as the First Secular Church of Portland. 

This was organized by the writer on Thomas 
Paine’s birthday—Jan. 29, 1893—and since that 
time I hav given regular lectures each Sunday 
evening. I undertook this work because I 
thoroughly believed that just as soon as the Liber- 
als adopted the methods of the church and had one 
regular lecturer in a city, town, or district, who 
would speak once or twice every Sunday and be the 
leading spirit in organizing Sunday-schools and ar- 
renging socials, picnics, dances, excursions, debating 
clubs, etc., then, and not till then, would Free- 
thinkers be able to build up organizations which 
must command the attention and respect of our 
legislativ bodies and be a power in the land. 

The large, intelligent audience assembled at 
each meeting; the enthusiasm manifested ; the 
rapidly increasing membership; the fact that the 
new organization is not in debt and that it contem- 
plates erecting a church—a hall of its own—in the 
not far distant future is proof of its permanency. 

Spiritualists, Materialists, and Agnostics—people 
of all sorts-‘of “isms”—hav united on the Nine De- 
maids of Liberalism, and it is because, like the 
church, a regular lecturer holds regular meetings 
at regular times and places—not meetings where 
any crank may get up and talk as long as he pleases 
and tire everybody, but simply a recitation or two, 
music, and a Freethought or scientific lecture. 

The audience are restricted to writing their ques- 
tions on a slip of paper and placing the same in the 
contribution-boxes, when the speaker answers them. 
No discussions are held or allowed. _ 

This is the form of blank used for membership: 


MEMBERSHIP BLANK. 

FIRST SECULAR CHURCH OF PORTLAND, ORE. 

Organized Jan. 29, 1898, under charter granted by 
the Oregon State Secular Union. j 
Paul J. A Semler, secretary. 
Katie Kehm-Smith, lecturer. 

. OBJECTS: - 

First: The repeal of all laws that exempt church 


property from taxation; that force observance of Sunday 
as the Sabbath; that appropriate public funds for secta- 


E. Alisky, president. 
Charles Hagner, treas. 


rian institutions; that tolerate any religious exercises, | 


reading, display, or prayer in any school, body, or insti- 
tution maintained wholly or in part at public expense; 
and generally to accomplish the total separation of church 
and state and effect the complete Secularization of 
government—local, state, and national. 

Second: To prescribe, adopt, publish, sell, and dis- 
tribute books, pamphlets, leafiets, and papers advocating 
its objects and principles, and the maintenance of a free 
reading-room and library; also to establish a Secular 
Sunday-school. 

Third: To protect by every lawful means any member 
whose equal religious or civil rights are infringed. 

Having read the foregoing objects I hereby desire to 
become a member of the First Secular Church of Port- 
land, Ore., and do all in my power to advance and fur- 
ther said objects, and agree to pay the sum of $...... Osvte0e 
dues on the first of each month. 


There are many names on the old membership 
book to whom I hav not sent blanks. The owners 
of them may be dead; they may hav moved away; 
they may hav left the ranks. So I ask each one of 
you to whom I hav not written to send for blanks 
and by-laws and learn what is contemplated by the 
Union as now organized. Karrie Kexm-Surra. 

Sec. Oregon State Secular Union. 

Oregon City, Ore, May 17, 1893. 


Is There Cause for Alarm? 


To rue Evrror or Tue Trure Seexer, Dear Sir: 
Not long ago a well-educated minister made the 
remark that the closing of the World’s Fair on 
Sunday was the greatest triumph religion and the 
church could hay and that we were fast verging 
toward a Christian nation. But now the gates are 
open, church people are—or pretend to be—stirred 
from center to circumference, claiming that sin and 
iniquity hav been let loose, and that all who dare 
to differ with them in opinion are Atheists. 

Now, having no church proclivities or affinities, 
Iam classed with that number. But, while Iam 
not anxious to justify myself, I can truly say with 
Emerson, “Oh, my brother, God exists!” And I 
think it was Thoreau who said that Atheism might 
be comparativly popular with God. 

That there is a vague unrest. permeating society 
is true, and many predict a revolution, and all be- 
lieve that 4.crisis of some kind is at hand. But is 
there ultimate danger? I think not; for the law 
of compensation zs, it is a plus quantity, and can 
no more be thwarted or avoided than can the stars 
abandon their courses. And while the outcome of 
events may not be apparent to us, we know that 
the eternal balance is always poised, and that good 


‘the French Revolution? 


will fructify and evil reap its own reward. And 
disguise it how we will, it is ignorance that makes 
us stumble and fall, for ignorance is of the night; 
it generates fear and cruelty. And yet, while fear is 
a bird of ill omen, and there is always rottenness 
wherever hovers its dark wing, much of our cruelty 
comes from thoughtléssness. We are like the 
Mexican women, who weave themselvs a chaplet of 
fireflies, whose brilliancy rivals the diamond, but 
they do not stop to think that for every point of 
light in their gaudy diadem a life goes out. 

Now, let us lay aside cowardice—the child of 
fear—and look things squarely in the face. Revo- 
lutions come, and must come; but who dare say 
they are an unmixed evil? They are cruel, but 
necessary. Is not mankind the better to-day for 
Such things are always 
contrary to established law at the outset, and suc- 
cess alone can justify them in the eyes of society; 
and unless all history is at fault, revolution has 
been one of the most potent means ‘in the elevation 
of the masses, for revolution means evolution. 
True, they are not always bloody, but the principle 
of revolt is the same. It is a desire for something 
we hav not; a protest against the effete. It makes 
no difference whether it is political or religious. 
The Reformation, as an example, will suffice—peace- 
ful in its inception, bloody in its course, but glori- 
ous in its outcome. But the spirit of persecution 
was as rife in the Reformers as in those it tried to 
reform, and yet this upheaval benefited mankind. 
Hence we exclaim, Verily there is a hand that 
guides. 

Leaders of men in every. age and clime hav 
grasped for power, and the priesthood is no excep- 
tion. Always and everywhere, when the sect was 
weak in numbers, it pleaded for toleration and free- 
dom, but the moment it gained strength, its arro- 
gance appeared. The same is true in all depart- 
ments of life; and with shame be it confessed, that 
science has often been as dogmatic as religion. It 
should seem that‘there is some specific organic 
truth underlying all thought, which is trying to 
work itself out in belief, and the so-called Christian 
religion, with its multiplied creeds and sectional 
strife, is no exception. And why should it be? It 
is but one of the religions of the world; and relig- 
ion itself is but one of many factors, the product of 
all of which is the sum of civilization. 

Does this religion contain any new principle? 
Whoever they were, were not the writers of the 
Old Testament compilers and copyists of former . 
thought, the origin of whose copies is shrouded in | 
the morning mist of time? All honor to the noble 
Nazarene—but did he formulate a new philosophy, | 
or teach anything the world has not before known ? 
Is it not a fact, that all his precepts had been ut- 
tered by lips that had been dust ages before he was 
born, and often in nearly the same words? Can 
anyone successfully deny that modern orthodoxy is 
an accretion, a concrete, a precipitate of old formu- 
las, h#ing their root in ancestor- and nature- 
worship practiced long centuries before the historic 
Indra, with his lightning lances, voiced his wrath in 
storms, or Serosh drew his protecting sword at 
evening? Jestinius in his “ Apologies for the Chris- 
tians” claimed ‘that, if men would only consider, 
they would find plain proofs that Christianity was 
then existing in heathen communities, and had been 
in the world long before the time of Christ. St. 
Augustine claimed that what had become known as 
Christianity was known to the ancients, and had not 
been wanting from the beginning of the human 
race. It would be easy to verify their statements, 
but enough—humanity has traveled a long and 
weary road, but it is and always has been on the up 
grade, utilizing its mistakes as rounds in the 
ladder of ascent; but there is yet room for vast 
improvement. In some respects our social con- 
dition is as vile as the life of Messalina. In our 
large cities vice is a festering sore; and plutocracy 
and beggary—luxury and poverty—death and 
revelry confront each other. Now, while it is ad- 
mitted that, as we are at present environed, evil 
cannot be wholly eliminated, it can and should be 
diminished, and an approach to justice made. And 
to do this many of our legal enactments need 
amendment or repeal, not the least among which. 
are our Sunday laws. Sunday—do men forget 
that when Constantine ordained it as a day of rest 
he did it as pontifex maximus and spoke of it only 
as the Venerable Day of the Sun, and that his re- 
script commanding its observance makes no allusion 
to its sanctity as a Christian institution? No 
reference was made to the law of Moses or a risen 
Christ, and the form of prayer sent by him ‘to his 
legions to be recited on that day could hav been 
repeated with the same fervor and unction by a 
worshiper of Zeus, Mithra, Apollo, or Serapis as by 
a Christian, for “it was the aim of Constantine to 
make theology a branch of politics,” while “it was 
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the aim of every bishop in the empire to make 
politics a branch of theology.” But, whatever his 
aim, no one has the right to say what I shall or 
shall not do on any day, go long as I do not trespass 
on my neighbor, for each owes the other fealty ; 
and as for the infinit, it may well be asked how an 
unconditioned being can be injured. Civil liberty 

- without entire religious freedom is a travesty, and 
spiritual coercion is the worst form of slavery, 
which can never be enforced in this country unless 
the sun of civilization goes a long way back on the 
dial; and the moment there is an appeal made to 
the secular power it heralds the weakness of the 
church, whose only throne should be the heart and 
its kingdom—the brotherhood of man. It is an 
old.saw that the best way to repeal an unjust law. 
is to enforce it; but I do not think our Christian 
friends had that motto in view in their late religious 
persecutions in the states of New York, New 
Jersey, Illinois, Michigan, and Tennessee. They 
also succeeded for a time in closing the gates of 
the World’s Fair to the laboring man on the only 
day available to him. Now it remains for them to 
hav some meek, inglorious Blair to force through 
Congress a universal Sunday law and put God in 
the Constitution to launch us on the full tide of 
intolerance, bu& whose reflex wave would under- 
mine the church, ingulf their altars, and giv us a 
larger religious liberty. These may be ungracious 
words, but we are not “gathering nosegays just 
now.” ` 

` Our modern Zion, with its storied cathedrals and 
tall minarets, its mystical, dubious, and cruel 
creeds and hoarded wealth, stands reflecting some 
of the light of civilization—but it is a glacial glare ; 
it is not in touch with the multitude like the 
Master it essays to serve. It has passed 
the meridian of its power and usefulness, and 
its followers (happy sign) are honeycombed 
with unbelief, and judging from the threnody 
of some of its leaders, itis in the throes of dis- 
solution. Every trial for heresy turns on the light 
and probes its follies; while in our country, the 
three-to-one unchurched millions are asking for 
works, not creeds; brotherhood, not rituals. 

Does this portend the death of religion? By no 
means; changelessness is an attribute of death, not 
life; and to doubt and question is the first step in 
philosophy. What is this nover-satisfied longing of 
the soul for universal justice, but a fine innuendo 
of its enormous claim on the future, in the great 
onward sweep of cosmic evolution? Such religion 
is too deeply seated in the soul to be uprooted 
by any human violence on this storm-swept sea of 
life, for it is as much a part of our nature as is 
mathematics or any other power or faculty we hav. 
It rests in depths unfathomable ; and all the schism, 
this discarding of old ideas and idolatry of the past, 
is an escape, a safety-valve, not an alarm. This 
tide of human progress, though beset by many an 
eddy, is ever at the flood, and cannot be stayed or 

` turned back. ; 

But I hear my critic say, ‘You hav arrived at a 
fine Pyrrhonism. If we must improve, what boots 
it whether we do well or ill?” Ah! my friend, you 
forget that to strive is a law of our nature, and can 
not be abrogated; and besides, while we cannot 

‘square the circle, we can approximate it. We can 
not swim the Atlantic, but we can cross it by human 
appliances. We cannot clasp the earth in our arms, 
but we can circumnavigate it; and because we can 
not “hitch our wagon to a star” and control the 
universe does not excuse us from the duties of life 
we can perform. 

It is no use finding fault with environment, we 
are and must accept the circumstances. Nature, 
so to speak, set bounds to everything but herself. 
We are under the jurisdiction of law, morally as 
well as physically, with which it is useless to con- 
tend. ‘He who resists the moral law,” says 
Emerson, “fights with an enemy not subject to 
causality.” 

That very law which molds a tear, 
And bids it trickle from its source, 
That law preserves the earth a sphere, 
And guides the planets in their course. 

We are circumscribed in al) things—knowledge, 
will, belief, and action., The scale of nature is in- 

finit; and when we attempt to solve her mys- 
teries, we are confronted by the fact that absolute 
knowledge is impossible; and yet, of relativ infor- 
mation we may rear a vast structure. This relativ 
power being delegated to man, it behooves us to 
make every defile of life a Thermopyla, every plain 
a Marathon, every battle with error a “wingless 
victory.” So shall our lives be as sweet as the 
honey of Hymettus and pure and stainless as her 
marble. A. J. STACEPOLE. 
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Freethought Funeral Sentiments. 


At the burial of the worthy old Freethinker 
Samos Parsons, there was read among other pieces 
the following poetry, which had been selected for 
the occasion by the deceased : l 


When o’er my cold and lifeless clay 
The parting words of love are said, 

And friends and kindred meet to pay 
Their last fond tribute to the dead, 

Let no stern priest with solemn drone 

A funeral liturgy intone, 

Whose creed is foreign to my own. 


Let not a word be whispered there 
In pity for my unbelief; a 
_ Of sorrow that I could not share 
The views that giv their souls relief. 
My faith to me is no less dear— ` 
No less convincing and sincere 
Than theirs, so rigid and austere. 


Let no stale words of church-born song 
Float out upon the silent air, 
To prove by implication wrong 
The soul of him then lying there. 
Why should such words be glibly sung ` 
O’er one whose lively, tuneful tongue 
Such empty phrases never rung? 


But rather, let the faithful few 
Whose hearts are knit so close to mine 
That they with time the dearer grew, 
Assemble at the day’s decline, 
And while the golden sunbeams fall 
In floods of light upon my pall, 
Let them in softened tones recall— 


Some tender memory of the dead, 

Some virtuous act, some words of power, 
Which I, perchance, hav done or said; 

By loved ones treasured to that hour; 
Recount the deeds which I admired, 
The motiv which my soul inspired, 
The hope by which my heart was fired. 
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Items of Foreign News Interesting to Free- 


thinkers. 


The Swedish Freethinkers will hold a summer 
congress. : 


Das Correspondenzblatt, the organ of the German 
Freethought Federation, will in the future be pub- 
lished under the name Der Freidenker. 

Fritänkaren and Correspondenzblatt are the first 
foreign journals to announce the International 
Freethought Congress at Chicago, on October 3d. 

Two new Freethought societies hav been formed 
in Sweden: one founded by Mr. Ljungdahl at 
Ratrineholm, the other at Halmar by Mr. Weitdel. 


During the past yaar the Berlin Freethought 
society's school for children has been attended by 
500 pupils, an increase of 200 over the preceding 
year. 


There are eighteen cities in Germany that can 
boast ofacrematory. Eleven hundred and thirty-six 
cremations hav taken place; of these, 122in Gotha 
during the year 1892. 


The Freethinkers at Luih, Belgium, hav now a 
daily paper of their own. Z’ Aurore is itsname, and 
we are confident that ere long “ Daybreak” will ap- 
pear in the province Luih. Success to our Belgian 
confréres. 

The Freethought society at Eskilstuna has 
founded a free reading-room for workingmen. Be- 
sides.a good library, a dozen different newspapers 
of the Liberal stamp are at the service of the visitors. 
We consider this a good plan, which American 
Freethinkers might well follow. 


The German Freethinkers of Rheinland and 
Westfalen held their annual congress at Kaln. 
There were present representativs of six societies, 
each numbering 50 to 100 members. In the even- 
ing Mr. Waldeck Manasse, Berlin, delivered to an 
audience of 900 persons a lecture on “Dangerous 
Truths.” 


The annual congress of the German Freethought 
Federation was held at Karlsruhe. During the 
past year s:ven societies joined the Federation, 
among these the Berlin society, with a membership 
of 400.. When the July number of Der Freidenker 
reaches us we will giv a detailed account of the 
congress. 


H. H. the pope has conferred the Order of the 
Golden Rose upon the queen of Belgium. This 
order is given as a reward for the highest degree of 
female virtue. Ex-queen Isabella, of Spain, whose 
virtue is less than nothing, can pride herself on 
the same favor from Pius X., the originator of papal 
infallibility. 
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The Sunday-school attached to the Stockholm 
Freethought Society has closed for the summer. 
Fifty-seven children attended regularly, and were 
instructed in natural philosophy, practical morality, 
comparativ mythology, and singing. The super- 
intendent during the last term was the well-known 
Freethinker, Mr. Johan Andrin. 

The minister of education has introduced in the 
Hungarian House of Commons a bill providing for 
liberty of conscience. The main points are the fol- 
lowing : Any religious belief may be exercised that 
does not conflict with public morals; no one can be 


| compelled to perform religious acts; no one can be 


debarred from a public office on account of his re- 
ligious belief. 

News comes to us from Halle and Rummelsburg, 
Germany, that a Freethinker in each place has been 
sentenced to a fine for not giving their children to 
religious institutions. There is union of church 
and state in Germany. Americans, join the Free- 
thought Federation of America, and let ús assert 
our political power, that we too shall not be treated 
in the same manner. 


Jacob Moleschott, a prominent scientist and ad- 
vocate of scientific Materialism, died suddenly in 
Rome, May 20th. He was born Aug. 9, 1832, at 
Herzogenbush, Holland, studied at the university 
at Heidelberg, where he later occupied a chair. 
His Freethought views offended the orthodox Ger- 
mans and he had to resign. He then moved to 
Zurich, Turin, and was since 1878 professor at the 
academy at Rome. , 


April 17, 1892, the French Freethought Federa- 
tion consisted of 196 societies besides 237 individ- 
ual members. April 20, 1893, it had increased to 
220 societies besides 310 individual members. 
During the past year the receipts were 3,000 francs; 
the expenses, 2,909 francs. The penny fund 
(Dernier de la Libre-Pensée) during the year 
amounted to 301 francs. The subscription to the 
‘Freéthinker’s Home” amounted to 206 francs 
collected during the last three months. At the 
congress E. Pasquier received the largest number 
of votes—77. 


A Swedish Freethinker, Jacob Hauson, of Skon:« 
mon, who died February 25th, in his testament 
willed 600 crowns to Mr. Lennstrand. Of these, 
200 crowns were to be divided between two of Mr. 
Lennstrand’s best helpers, 100 crowns were for the 
spreading of Freethought, while the final 300 
crowns were at the disposal of Mr.‘ Lennstrand. 
Unfortunately, the will was not signed by any wit- 
nesses, hence is of no good in court; a fact of which 
a Christian relativ of the deceased has taken ad- 
vantage, and has contested the will: Mr. Lenn- 
strand will not go tolaw. American Freethinkers 
should take care that their wills will not be dealt 
with in the same manner, hence it is best to giv while 
we liv. 


We regret to hav to inform the American Free- 
thinkers that Victor E. Lennstrand will not be 
heard at the coming Congress. In a letter of June 
9th, Mr. Lennstrand informs us that his lecture trip 
to the United States will hav to be postponed till 
next year. The Swedish Freethinkers are to 
undertake a grand demonstration at the occa- 
sion of the four-hundredth celebration of the 
introduction of the Lutheran state church in 
Sweden. It is proposed, and the status of Free- 
thought in Sweden makes it possible, to gather one 
hundred thousand signers to protest against the 
state church. The celebration as well as the Free- 
thought demonstration will be held at Upsala, and 
our friend has already given public notice of his 
wish to debate with any bishop or minor sky-pilot 
that may be foolish enough to do so. 

We are sorry Mr. Lennstrand cannot come, but 
at the same time it is evident that his presence is 
needed in Sweden. 


Not for the Pews to Read. . 
From the Sunday Gazetteer. 

‘t Crimes of Preachers” is from Tae TRUTH SEEKER, 
being statistics of an unsavory character transcribed ont 
of the original newspapers and with previous translations 
diligently compared and revised. Its 125 pages are 
mostly taken up with a condensed statement of names, 
places, dates, and character of the clerical ‘‘indiscre- 
tions? reported by the press for a number of years back. 
The inference to be drawn from these statistics is that 
the men of the cloth are as liable to go astray when they 
fall into temptation as other people. A careful perusal 
of this book might prove useful to this class by pointing 
out the direction in which their dane lies; but it would 
be advisable to keep it out of sight of the laity. The 
price is 25 cents, 
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Petters of Friends. 


Filled With Indignation at Relig:on. 


OREGON, AREK., June 19, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: Our country here is a hot- 
bed of Christian fanaticism. We hav 
several Protestant denominations and a 
new aggressiv sect called Adventists. 
Send me ‘‘Sabbath Breaking,” by Rems- 
burg. Iwant to inform myself on the 
Sabbath question for their benefit, or 
rather for their discomfiture. I will try 
_ to keep myself informed from now on as 
well as my financial ability will allow. I 
do hate Christianity worse than the Chris- 
tiaus hate their devil. I am a farmer and 
a laborer on my farm, hence hav little 
time to spare. But the weather never 
gets too hot or cold nor am I ever too 
busy to tell my neighbors what I think of 
their God, their devil, and their effete and 
plighting religion. : 


I notice that you request the names of. 


Freethinkers. On the other side you will 
find a list of names. Iam, very sincerely, 
Your brother in Liberalism, 
W. B. BREECE. 


An Unfulfilled Bible Prophecy. 
y STaPLes, Miny., June 9, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: You-will find herein $5 for 
the renewal of my subscription, and one 
new subscriber, whose address is on slip 
inclosed. He is anew convert to Free- 
thought and has taken the full degree up 
to Wettstein Atheism, and will prove a 
stayer. I was bound to' bring a new sub- 
scriber into the fold. I hav the promis of 
another subscriber—one of the godless 
kind. Make evolution the basis of your 
argument and you will make a convert 
who has no use for a God. 

What truth is there in the story regard- 
` ing Volney’s weeping over the rnins of 
Babylon? Also the fulfillment of the 
prophecy regarding the'fall of Babylon— 
that it should never be inhabited again, 
not even an Arab should set up his tent on 
itsruins? Will you answer and obiige, 

Yours truly, D. ©. JENKINS. 


[We do not know what is meant by the 
_ story of Volney’s weeping over the ruins 
of . Babylon. In his book entitled 
‘‘ Meditations on the Ruins of Ancient 
Empires,” more briefly called ‘‘ Ruins,” 
‘he contemplates lamentingly the ruins of 
all the ancient nations and cities, and 
speculates on the causes of their fall. 
Perhaps this has been twisted into some 
Christian yarn or other. The scriptural 
prophecies (Jer. xxv, Isa. xiii) that Baby- 
* lon should become ‘‘s perpetual desola- 
tion” in which no Arabian should pitch 
tent hav not been fulfilled. They are 
emphatic examples of the falseness of 
biblical prediction. The traveler Layard 
in his book ‘‘ Nineveh and Babylon ” (pp. 
417, 422, 427) describes the town of Hillah 
still existing on the site of Babylon, con- 
taining eight or nine thousand inhabitants. 
The Arab quarters, he says, ‘‘ showed the 
activity of a hive of bees.” In our issue 
of Oct. 11, 1890, we gave a full exposition 
of this and other connected prophecies. 
One can likewise be found in Greg’s 
** Creed of Christendom.”—Ep. C. C.] 


Rejected Communication. 
Portuann, Kax., May 15, 1893. 

Mr. EDITOR OF THE Siens or THE Tres: 

Without a fair representation of both sides 
.of a question how can your readers judge 
which is the right or wrong side? . 

I would like to say a few words in reply 
to W. F.. Hillman. He asserts that the 
Bible is of divine inspiration, and then to 
prove it uses Bible assertions. This is like 
the man proving that John was not a liar. 
John was not a liar because he (John) said 
he was not. This kind of evidence is not 
allowed in any court of justice. This the 
prother well knows. . 

He asserts that ‘‘ civilization and all of 
its refining influences follow the prev- 
alence of Bible knowledge.” Does he for- 
get the thousands who hav been killed in 
the nume of the Lord? Because that book 
mentions witches, its refining influence 
caused the death by torture and otherwise 

` of hundreds of innocent, helpless women, 
Does he forget the conspicuous part the 
Bible and Bible Christians hav taken in 
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nearly all of the wars? Lok at the late 
Rebellion—hundreds of preachers ear- 
nestly upholding slavery, and proving their 
views by direc: assertions of scripture; 
again its refining influence is seen. I am 
sur there are more neighborhood quar- 
rels over religion (the Bible) than of any 
other one kind; thus we again see the re- 
fining influence of the Bible. No one will 
deny that we as a people are advancing in 
knowledge and refinement, but many of 
the best minds of to-day claim that the 
Bible has been a drag, holding back to 
some extent all progress. In spite of the 
Bible men now claim that the earth is 
round, 

He also claims much for the morals 
taught in the Bible. Does he forget that 
God used deceit, put a lying tongue in the 
mouth of all the prophets? That God re- 
warded certain women for lying? That 
Christ says we must hate our parents, our 
brothers, etc., in order to be Christians? 
The chosen men oi God in those days will 


average much worse than the Infidels of | 


to-day. 

He thinks because the heroes of the 
Bible were pictured as imperfect that is 
proof of its divinity. Pshaw! The Bibie 
hero was without sin, more perfect than 
common heroes. 

He accusee all Infidels of being careless 
in Bible study, for by very little careful 
study they conld all see where they were 
wrong. He says that nearly all scholars 
agree in the essentials. Yes, they almost 
to aman agree that the Bible (King James 
translation) is fallible. While anyone 
who takes the Bible just as it reads and 
uses the meaning of words the same as 
they would in any other book will hav to 
admit that it contains hundreds of direct 
contradictions. ` . 

And any other book containing as much 
obscene matter would not be allowed to 
gothrough the mails. Thus how high are 
its morals? How refining its influences? 

You will not publish this because there 
is tco much p-oof init. I would be much 
surprised to see this printed in a religious 
paper. They don’t want both sides. 

Yours for the truth, S. F. Davis. 

THE REJECTION. 
OaxkuanD, CaL., June 8, 1893 

S. F. Davis, Portland, Kan., Dear Sir: 
Yours of May 15th replying to W. F. Hi'l- 
man was duly received, for which we hav 
no place in the Signs of the Times. The 
inspiration of the Bible is established too 
fully in our mind to permit of the publica- 


tion of mere flings at some one’s assertions. 


concerning it. 

Mr. Hillman’s article was by no means 
exhaustiv, nor did it present the bet 
proofs in the clearest manner. There are 
both internal proofs and external. 

When you can meet an argument that 
can overthrow the power of the one which 
has existed for eighteen centuries, or the 
power of the other which has changed the 
iace of the world, as well a3 millions of 
hearts which hav believed, then it will be 
time, perhaps, for you to offer an argu- 
ment against the bock of God. He who is 
for the truti certainly ought to be willing 
to disc:iminate between the Christianity 
of Christ and the perversion of Chris- 
tianity by apostate churches. 
© Very truly yours, 

EDITOR OF SIGNS oF THE TIMES. 


The Kind of Laws the Preachers Want. 
Leecusura, Pa., May 5, 1893. 

Mr, Eprror: You would oblige me very 
much if you would publish a few of the 
old Puritan Suday Blue laws in your 
worthy paper. The ‘‘sky-pil6ts”’ of this 
town are trying to stop every Sunday 
newspaper, milk-wagon, and everything 
of that kind. One of the drones read what 
he called the *‘Blue laws” in his bom- 
bastic braggartism and said anyone could 
see them in Squire Kifer’s office. I called 
in a week to see those old Blue laws at 
the squire’s office. He said he had not 
those laws and he had never had or even 
seen them. I was at church one Sunday 
and the dear old anathema said he 
‘longed for good old Sabbath laws of 
New England.” IfI had those old Blue 
laws I would show them to him and see if 
he would read them to his dupes. 

F. W. TINSER. 


[We append a few of the pleasant stat- 
utes.—Ep. T. S. 


LAWS OF CONNECTICUT. 


No one shall be a freeman, or giv a vote, 
unless he be converted, and a member in 
full communion of one of the Churches 
allowed in this Dominion. . 

No man shall hold any office, who is not 
sound in the faith, and faithful to this 
Dominion; and whoever givs a vote to 
such a person, shall pay a fine of £1; for a 
second offense he shall be disfranchised. . 

Each freeman shall swear by the blessed 
God to bear true allegiance to this Domin- 
ion. and that Jesus is the only King. 

No Quaker or Dissenter from the estab- 
lished worship of this Dominion shall be 
allowed to giv a vote for the election of 
Magistrates, or any officer. 

No food or lodging shall be afforded to 
a Quaker, Adamite, or other Heretic. 

If any person turns Quaker, he shall be 
banished and not suffered to return but 
upon pain of death. : 

No Priest shall abide in the Dominion; 
he shall be banished, and suffer death on 
hisreturn. Priests may be seized by any- 
one without a warrant. s 

No one shall run on the Sabbath day, or 
walk in the garden or elsewhere, except 
reverently to and from meeting. - 

No one shall travel, cook victuals, make 
beds, sweep house, cut hair, or shave, on 
the Sabbath day. 

The Sabbath shall begin at sunset. on 
Saturday. 

Every ratable person who refuses to 
pay his proportion to the support of the 
Minister of the town or parish, shall be 
fined by the Court £2, and £4 every 
quarter, until he or she pay the rate to the 
Minister. 

CONNEOTICUT CODE, 1733. 

Non-attendance on public worship, to be 
punished by a fine of three shillings. 

NEW HAVEN CODE, 1655. 

Whosoever shall profane the Lord’s day 
or any part of it, either by sinful, servil 
work, or by unlawful sport, recreation, or 
otherwise, whether willfully or in a care- 
less neglect, shall be duly punished by 
fine, imprisonment, or corporally, accord- 
ing to the nature and measure of the sin 
and offense. But if the court upon ex- 
amination, by clear and satisfying evi- 
dence, find that the sin was proudly, pre- 
sumptuously, and with a high hand, com- 
mitted against the known command and 
authority of the blessed God, such a per- 
son therein despising and reproaching the 
Lord, SHALL BE PUT TO DEATH, 


that all others may fear and shun such | 


provoking, rebellisus courses (Numb. 15: 
from 30 to 36 verse). 
MASSACHUSETTS CODE, 1634-35. 

For ye honor of ye aetaernall God, 
whome only wee worpp and serve [it is 
ordered that} no pson wthin this juris- 
dicon, whether Xtian or pagan, shall wit- 
tingly and willingly psume to blaspheme 
his holy name either by wilfull or obsti- 
nate denying ye true God, or reproach ye 
holy religion of God, as if it were but a 
polliticke devise to keepe ignorant men in 
awe, . . or deny his creation or 
goumnt of ye world, or shall curse God, or 
thall vtter any other eminent kind of 
blasphemy, of ye like nature and degree; 
if any pson or psons wtsoeuer wthin our 
jurisdicon shall breake this lawe they shall 
be putt to death. 

MASSACHUSETTS CODE, 1646. 

That wheresoever the ministry of the 
Word is established, according to the 
order of the gospel, throughout this juris- 
diction. every person shall duly resort 
and attend thereunto, respectivly, upon 
the Lord’s days and upon such public 
fast days and days of thanksgiving as 
are to be generally held by the appoint- 
ment of authority. And if any person 
within this jurisdiction shall, without just 
and necessary cause, withdraw himself 
from hearing the public ministry of the 
Word, after due means of conviction used, 
he shall forfeit for his absence from every 
such public meeting five shillings. 

PLYMOUTH COLONY CODE, 1651. 

It is enacted by the court that whatso- 
ever person or persons shall neglect the 
frequenting the public worship of God 
that is according to God, in the places 
where they livor do assemble themselvs 
upon any pretense whatsoever, contrary to 
God and the allowance of the government, 
tending to the subversion of religion and 
churches, or palpable profanation of God’s 
holy ordinances, being duly convicted, 
viz., everyone that is master or dame of a 
family, or any other person at their own 
disposing, to pay ten shillings for every 
such default. 

VIRGINIA CODE, 1623. 

Whosoever shall absent himself from 
divine service any Sunday without an 
allowed excuse, shall forfeit a pound of 
tobacco; and he that absents himself for a 
month shall forfeit fifty pounds of tobacco. 


Witchcraft. 
ALLIANCE, O., May 26, 1893. 
Mr. Enprror: I take the liberty to mail 
you to-day a copy of the Alliance Critic, 
on first page of which you will find a 
synopsis of the trial of a Miss Loop 


before the church authorities of the 
Methodist Episcrpal church at Salem, 
O., fourteen miles east of Alliance. -This 
defendant was a member of Hart’s church 
three miles south of Salem, She accused 
her brother-in-law, one Jacob Culp, of 
sorcery and witchcraft, in this that said 
Culp had by sorcery and communications 
with the evil one caused the death of his 
mother-in-law, Mrs. Loop; had caused the 
illness and death of several domestic ani- 
mals; caused one cow to giv bloody milk, 
ete. Itis true Mrs. Loop sickened and 
died ina natural way, so did several ani- 
mals owned by different members of the 
family. Thereupon one Hoff, a pow-wow 
doctor, came into the neighborhood, who 
was consulted by the defendant about the 
mysteries of these sicknesses and deaths, 
The doctor convinced her that Mr. Culp 
was.a Wizard and caused all these evils, 
and that they must avoid him—not speak 
to him for six months, not allow him to 
look in their eyes or breathe on them— 
that he, Culp, must be removed and 
would die in six months. This Dr. Hoff 
resides at Alliance, No. 818 North Park 
avenue. Hoff’s first name is Andrew. 
His wife’s name is Sara. The troubles, 
delusions, and slanders arose last fall, so° 
that the Salem witchcraft of Ohio is two 
hundred years after the Salem witchcraft 
of Salem, Mass. The 1692-’3 witchcraft 
punished the witches and saved the be- 
lievers in sorcery; that of 1892-3 -pun- 
ished the believer in the delusion and 
saved the wizard. The parties in the 
squabble are members of Hart’s Meth- 
odist Episcopal church, but the trial was 
moved to Salem. Geo. B. Smith, pastor 
of the First Methodist Episcopal church 
of Alliance, presided as judge at the trial 
of Miss Loop. The parties and church 
officials concerned in the trial are well 
known here and at Salem. The parties 
are farmers and the deluded are rather 
ignorant. , This man Hoff is really the 
cause of the trouble. W. L. PARTHE. 


The trial of the witchcraft case was con- 
tinued Tuesday afternoon, The witness 
following Mrs. Cordelia Dunlap was Mrs. 
Emma Hendricks. Having been sworn 
she testified as follows: 

A. Miss Sadie Loop came to our house 
and claimed that Culp was a wizard. 

Q. Did she say after that statement why 
she believed it? 

A. No, she did not. She said some- 
thing about aman lying. I can’t remem- 
ber all she said. Miss Loop came to me 
and claimed that Norman Bleam had a 
cow that was bewitched and that they were 
unable to churn the milk, it being bad, 
although tasting good. 

Q. Was this the result of Culp’s machi- 
nations? 

A, Yes, it was, and she also claimed 
that Howard Hughes had a horse that 
was under the influence of witchcraft and 
would die. : 

Q. Was anything said concerning the 
death of persons? 

A. No, she did not say anything to me 
along this line. 

When cross-examined by the counsel 
for tbe defense, the witness became con- 
fused as to certain things. a 

Q. Were youimpressed that Sadie Loop ` 
was seeking to injure Culp? 

A, It seemed to me that such was the 
case. 

Q. Do you know of anything that hap- 
pened before this that would cause Miss 
Loop to seek to injure Culp? - . 

A. No, I do not. 

Q. In what Miss-Loop said, did you 
understand that he was the source of the 
soreery or Dr. Hoff? 

A, Ithink she referred to him. 

Q. Did Miss Loop tell these things 
about Culp as- though she believed the 
were true? $ 

A. Yes, she did, 

Q. Did she giv any reason why she be- 
lieved thus? i 

A. No, except thatshe mentioned Hoff. 

Q. Did you know that Hoff had been 
teaching Miss Loop this doctrin of witch- 
craft? . 

A. I did noti . .-. 

Q. Explain what you mean by saying that 
you knew of,no reason why Miss Loop 
should try to injure Culp and why you 
now say that trouble previously existed in 
the families. 

A. There has only been trouble between 
these families since this witchcraft busi- 
ness came out. . . . i 

The witness was then excused and the 
next, Miss Lizzie Badger, was sworn and 
her testimony coincided with the former 
witness. A few more points were brought 
out in her statements. : 

State what, if anything, you heard 
about Culp being a wizard and practicing- 
sorcery. ; 


: could read their Bibles at home, 
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A, I went to the home of Miss Loop 
the evening her mother died, and asked 
her concerning it. She said that Culp 
filled the description of the wizard given 
by Hoff, and that Hoff had named the 
person. . . . 

Homer B. Shelton was then recalled 
and added to his former statement such 
things as were obtained by questioning, 

He stated that Miss Loop had said we 
should not think it strange if we did not 
see them at church. They had been ad- 
vised by Hoff to remain away from the 
church for two Sabbaths, but that they 
That 
also the Loops had full confidence in Dr. 
Hoff and obeyed him implicitly. 

Q. Was there anything said as to 
whether it was necessary to kill Culp in 
order to effect recovery in the cases of 
sickness and to remove the trouble from 
the neighborhood? : 

A. Sbe said that Culp must be killed in 
order to hav peace and health, . . . 

Q. Hav these reports had any effect on 
Cuip’s character and standing in the 


i church? 


The prosecution here objected, but the 
court overruled the objection. 

A. It did. . 

Q. Hav these reports had any bad effect 
on the church? j 

A. I do not think it has had effect on 
the membership, but has brought the 
church into bad repute by people who are 
not members. .. . i 

Miss Sadie Loop then took the stand 
and testitied in her own behalf as follows: 

“We thought the 1 
mother very strange, and the old doctor 
Hoff told us strange things. I wént to 
our pastor, Rev. J. E. Cope, in the ut- 
most confidence, seeking counsel and 
advice. He directed me to our class- 


reader, H. B. Shelton, who said he would. 


inquire into the affair, and for us to think 
no more about it, as he would see to it 
that the wizard bothered us no more. 
Mr. Jacob Culp is a brother-in-law of 
mine, and I knew nothing of the witch- 
craft business until Hoff told me. When 


`a I went to Rev. Mr. Cope he looked up the 


` 


word witchcraft in the dictionary and ex- 
plained ıt to me. Ihad no faith in Hoff's 
sorcery; but he cured where all others 
failed. ‘There was an air of mystery about 
Hoff’s movements, but we could not un- 
derstand it. It was throngh the counsel 
of Hoff that I mentioned sorcery to my 
pastor and leader, and would not hav 
done so otherwise.” .. . . 

Neither side had any more witnesses to 
present and the case rested. 

The counsel for defense made an able 
and eloquent plea to the jury. 

hen S. Y. Kennedy, of Columbiana, 
‘pleaded long and earnestly for the church. 

We giv a portion ot his plea: 

* I desire first to call attention to the ac- 
cused being charged with uttering false- 
hood, as per charges, in that she said 
many things detrimental to the character 
and general standing of Jacob Culp, say- 
ing that he was a wizard and practiced 
sorcery. That the accused is guilty has 
been clearly shown by the testimony 
produced, principally by H. B. Shelton. 
‘Has the accused established the fact that 
she did not circulate stories of witchcraft? 
No, the testimony of Shelton and Culp 
clearly shows that, and also -shows that 
trouble previously existed and her verac- 
ity has been brought into question, a 
number of times. The story of 
sorcery is no less false because it was 
whispered about under the cloak of se- 
cresy and contidence. First consider: 
did the accused circulate these stories? 
Secondly, were they false? By compe- 
tent testimony we hav shown that she did 
circulate the stories of witchcraft and 
that they were false.” 

This ended the argument and after a 
few remarks the jury adjourned to form 
a verdict. It took only ten minutes for 
the jury to decide unanimously. The fol- 
lowing is their verdict: 

We, the committee, in the case of Miss 
Sadie Loop charged with falsehood under 
the specification in that she had on or 
about the 25th day of April, 1893, pub- 
lished contrary to the word of God and 
the disciplin the following false and evil 
matter of and concerning Jacob Culp, to 
wit: That he (Jacob Culp) was a wizard 
and practiced sorcery, find that the said 
specification is proven and the charge of 
falsehood is sustained. 

“Wu. KELLEY, W. J. PARISH, 

Rost. Horm, . EMMETT FREED, 
Jas. A. BONSALL. 


An Eloquent Funeral Address. 
Lawkenoz, Kan., May 5, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: Inclosed please find manu- 
script of a funeral oration delivered by Dr. 
E. B. Hazzard over the remains of my 
youngest daughter, Annetta Christina 
Palm, at my residence at Lawrence, Kan., 
April 30, 1893. I should be pleased if you 
will- publish this in Tot TRUTH SEEKER, 
not only for my cwn satisfaction, but I 
think it would probably be interesting 


affliction of our. 


reading to most of your readers as well. 
Respectfully, A. PALM. 


Human existence is a labyritth of mys- 
teries. Whence, what, whither? are ques- 
tions that confront each and every person. 
The mystery of evil, of sorrow and suffer- 
ing, the mystery of death, of birth, of life 
itself—our whole career is a chain of mys- 
teries. . 

What shall we say of the mystery of 
evil? Is there any solution of this prob- 
lem that’ will giv comfort in sorrow and 
consolation in grief? The basis of exist- 
ence must be good or bad. : If bad, the 
world is chaos, life is bedlam, rationality 
disappears, hopes are vain, pessimism is 
the true philosophy. If good, we shall 
find order in the world, law in its consti- 
tution, reason as its rule, love at its heart, 
progress its career, harmony and happi- 
pess its finality and triumph. If the core 
of things is sound and not rotten, if the 
ess: nce of existence is divine, if the uni- 
verse 18s governed by law, we must conclude 
that whatever happens is for the best. 
That we cannot escape from our highest 
good, that the particular ills cf life are 
swallowed up in the general harmony— 
that all is good and that good is all. 


‘Sweet are the uses of adversity, 
Which like the toad, ugly and venomous, 
Yet doth wear a precious jewel in its 
head.” 
*¢ All nature is but art unknown to thee, 
All chance, direction which thou canst 
not see, . 
All discord, harmony not understood, 
All partial evil, universal good, 
And spite of pride, in erring reason’s 
spite, 
One truth is clear—whatever is, isright.” 


And the mystery of death? What of this 
shall we say? its solution is found in the 
phrase ‘‘eternal life.” Not as recited in 
creed or chanted in hymn, but as expressed 
in the new science of the present hour: 
life essentially eternal. Life is every- 
where and everything is alive. All life 
that is was always life. Life has no be- 
ginning or end. Birth and death are two 
sides of the same thing, two processes of 
life. The “dead ” body is not dead. Its 
disintegrating molecules are manifesting 
life in what we call dissolution and decay. 
The green leaf on the tree you say is 
alive, but the ‘‘sere and yellow ieaf,” the 
shriveled and shrunken leaf, is also alive, 
but hasa different manifestation of life. 
Our death in. one world is a birth into 
another. Our birth is an entrance into 
this world and isa death to another. 


** Onr birth is but asleep and a forgetting. 
The soul that rises in us, our life’s 


star, 
Hath elsewhere had a setting, 
And cometh from afar.” 


And this brings us to the old, old question 
of immortality—‘‘If a man die shail he liv 
again?” 

There are two kinds of immortality of 
which we are certain. We are immortal 
as to the constituents of our materiel or- 
ganism. Every atom of our bodies is 
eternal, Every particle of our composi- 
tion is everlasting. Matter is indestructi- 
ble, force is imperishable, life is eternal. 
Forms may change, the substance is per- 
manent. There is a story of a Hindoo 
sage whose wife asked him if he should liv 
hereafter. He held up before her a piece 
of salt. ‘‘See,’’ said he, “I throw this 
salt into the river. It disappears, but 
nevertheless the salt livson. It is not de- 
stroyed. Only the form is gone.” 

We are also immortal in the life of the 
race, in the great being, the ‘‘ grand 
man,” humanity. Man livs forever in his 
work of good-or evil. He has a real im- 
mortality in the life of his race, purged of 
all grossness, free from all selfishness. We 
livin humanity; we are vitally connected 
with it as members. The human race is 
an organic being, that livs and grows from 
age to age, animated by one tpirit, act- 
uated by one power. Men may come and 
men may go, but the race livs on forever. 
As Lessing says: ‘‘The immortality of 
souls is indissolubly associated with the 
development of the race. We who liv are 
not only the offspring of those who hav 
lived before us, we are really of their sub- 
stance, and it is thus that we are im- 
mortals, living forever.” 

But am I immortal as an individual? 
Hav I a private and personal immortality? 
In answer to this question we are com- 
pelled to :eave the domain of science, 
certitude, and knowledge, and enter the 
realm of belief, of speculation, of hope. i 
can only say: I believe with all my soul 
that I shall liv again and through eternity 
as an individual. I believe that our young 
friend whom we meet to-day to remember 
and to honor is more alive now as an indi- 
vidual than ever before. 1 believe sbe is 
here and looking in our faces. I believe 
that, individually and personally, with you 
and me, she wili liv through the glad ages 
of eternity. Ido not snow it. I cannot 
prove it. I cannot answer the arguments 
of those who honestly are incapıble of 
such belief—I only hope and believe. To 
me there is no death, i , 


There is no death: 
*Tis but a change 
From this old 20use into a newer, 
But passing from a sham life ` 
Into a truer. 


There is no death: 

: "Tis . ut a step 

That leads up to the higher; 

Each setting of the sun doth bring 
Us one day nigher. 


There is no death: 
Tis setting free 

From clay’s incumbering fetters 

. Where spirit grows in wisdom’s ways 
Far’better. 


There ig no death: 
Tis but a law, 

A mandate that no man can sever; 

- Progression’s forward course will be 
On, on forever. 


Annetta Christina Palm was born Feb. 
16, 1874. She was nineteen years, two 
1aonths, and eleven days old. 

She was.young as men count time, but 
as Mr. Emerson has said: ‘‘ We must con- 
sider the depth not the length of years.” 


‘“ We liv in deeds not years; in thoughts 
not breaths; 
Tn feelings not in figures on a dial. 
We should count time by heart-throbs. 
He livs most who thinks most, feels the 
noblest, acts the best.” 3 


She was born in this house and lived in 
it during the whole of her young life. 

She went through the various courses 
of study in ali the grades of the different 
public schools in Lawrence and graduated 
from the high school with unusual distinc- 
tion, taking a leading part.in the closing 
exercises and attracting universal com- 
mendation by proficiency and accomplish- 
ments. : 

As an illustration of the strength and 
faithfulness of her character, the fact may 
be. stated, that during the eleven years of 
her school attendance she was never tardy 
a single morning nor absent from a single 
recitation. 

She was a teacher in Lawrence and 
Douglas county for two years, exhibiting 
great skill and capacity and achieving un- 
exampled success. 

On several occasions she was selected as 
an assistant in the examination of other 
pee by the superintendent of instruc- 

on. 

In all positions and situations, wher- 
ever she was found, she displayed the 
same constancy, nobility, strength of pur- 
pose, propriety, and excellence. In all 
things she was a true, noble, good little 
girl. She was an obedient and respectful 
child. ? : 

She was an affectionate and dutiful 
daughter. She was a generous and iov- 
ing sister. She was a faithful and forgiv- 
ing friend. 

She was kind-hearted, good-natured, of 
happy and amiable disposition. 

She was greatly interested in the welfare 
of others. She was kindly to the unfort- 


unate, sympathetic with the suffering, 


benevolent to the poor, just and honest 
with everyone. She was, consequently, 
loved and respected by all who knew her. 

She was a great sufferer in her last 
sickness, but she bore her sufferings with 
patience and marvelous fortitude. 

She was anxious to liv for tbe benefit 
of her parents and friends, but often said 
that if her health could not return it were 
better that she should go. She was not 
afraid to die, because she did not believe 
in those gloomy creeds and dogmas tbat 
make people cowardly of the future— 
afraid of the unseen and unlnown. She 
was conscious that she had never done 
any harm to any human being. 

She was a great believer. She believed 
in truth, beauty, and goodness. She be- 
lieved in justice, mercy, and an honest 
life. 

She believed in the brotherhood of man, 
the sisterhood of woman, and the mother- 
hood of nature, as her own good father and 
mother had taught her. She believed in 
science as a savior, in humanity as a 
messiah, in socicty as a providence, and in 
the grand future of the human race asa 
millennium and heaven. She believed in 
the Bible of humanity—universal literature, 
whose books she loved and studied. She 
believed that an intelligent mind was bet- 
ter than god or angel, that intuitiv reason 
was more than priest cr revelation, that 
self-control was greater than fasting or 
prayers, that charity was larger than 
temple or sacrifice. Like the great aud 
good Thomas Paine, the world was her 
country, to do good was her religion. 

She aid not believe in religion in the 
ordinary sense. She did not believe in 
a great tyrant above the skies. She did 
not believe in an infinit divinity who could 
thrust himself into fbe limits of a human 
form, or a divine father who could plunge 
three-fourths of his own children into 
eternal pain. She was never converted, 


never joined a church, never went to 
Sunday-school a day in her life. 


She did not think it necessary that in 


order to be good we must look back eigh- 
teen hundred years for the blood of a 


murdered saint or the cross of a crucified 
redeemer. She did not feel thatshe could 
shuffle off her sins upon the back of an in- 
nocent divinity and escape thereby the 
penalties thereof. Soshe did not believe 
in God or Christ in any ordinary sense, 
She did not believe a book could be in- 
fallible that criticism could shatter in 
pieces or that could be torn into frag- 
ments by its own contradictions. ` Con- 
cerning a future life, she believed that we 
know absolutely nothing. Whence we 
are and whither we are going 18 an un- 
solved and perhaps unsolvable mystery. 
All that we can d», she said, is to so liv 
that when we come to die we may feel, if 
desth ends all, that we hav lived nobly, 
usefully, and for the improvement and the 
highest good of our fellow-beings, and if 
there is another hfe, we should then be 
best fitted to enjoy it. And in this faith 


she died the death of the wise, the just, 
and the really righteous. : 
What a lesson was this life! She taught 


you andme and all who may know her tiil 
‘t the last syllable of recorded time,” 
that a human being could be good and 
true and pure and wise and free, happy 
and useful; a noble, sweet, and beautiful 
character, and not believe in church or 
creed, in Bible or devil, in God or Christ, 
and without the help of priest or catechism, 
prayer-meeting or Sunday-school, ‘‘ faith ” 
or sacrament. 

This was a lesson better and greater than 
ever was formed in the life of prophet or 
martyr, or ever fell from the lips of Apos- 
tle or saint. i ` 

And now, as we bid her good-bye, and 
as our poor eyes shall see her no more, it 
may be asked by those of other faiths 
than hers, what consolations can her. sin- 
cere and womanly reasonings giv to sor- 
rowing souls and loneiy hearts? I an- 
swer -that there are two certainties of 
which we may be sure which outweigh all 
the contents of all the mythologies. 

Tf there is no fut»re life then she, like 
all of the human race who hav passed to 
‘that bourne from whence no traveler re- 
turns,” is free from care and sorrow, from 
affliction and anxiety. ‘‘ After life’s fitful 
fever, she sleeps well.” She has a peace 
that passeth understanding. From this 
point of view, ‘‘ What is death? 

‘*oTis to be free: 

No more to love, to hope, to fear; 

To join the greater equality. 

All alike are humble tien. 

The mighty grave wraps lord and slave. 

Nor pride, nor poverty, 

Dares come within that refuge-house the 
tomb.” 

If there is a future life, what then? If 
there i£ a heaven, and it were a heaven in 
which she could not enter, it were no 
heaven! 

If there isa God and he is a good God, 
he would not stay in a heaven from which 
she was excluded. 

If there is a God and heaven both, how 
could a sonl as good, as true, as really holy 
as hers be shut out from them? 

Poor McDonald Clarke, the mad poet, 
once said: ‘‘Heaven is a place fall of 
flowers, music, little children, and plenty 
of pure air.” 

If such is heaven, how she would delight 
therein. If there is such a heaven, surely 
she is there. 

So if there is no future life, with her it 
is well. If there is one, I am sure that no 
man or woman, living or dead, is better 
off than she, ard I would tbat all men 
and. women living and dead were as happy 
as I know that she is now. 

S. with no fear and with great hope we 
lay her body away in the bright spring- 
time she Joved so well. 

The wild flowers will bloom over her 
grave and mingle with the violets and 
roses which the néver-forgetting hand of 
affection wi l plant. 3 

The tears of our good sister and brother, 
her father and mother, will cluster with 
the glittering dew-drops on many an early 
dawn, when the morning stars shall sing 
together and the great king of day shall 
climb his glorious path. 

The wilu, free breezes of her nativ state 
shall stir the long, green grass as they 
bear to her their tributes in the perfume 
of the sunflower and many a prairie blos- 


som. 

The rustle of the trees, the’ song of 
birds. the murm=ring of the brooke, the 
prattle of little children, borne from far 
shall be a never-ending requiem. 

The blue sky shali be her covering by 
day and the solemn stars her watchers by 
night till the heavens are no more. 


‘ Transplanted May! 
Thou couldst not stay! 
Who gave took thee away. 
Come, child, and whisper to me, 
Say, must I wait, or come to thee? 
I list to hear thy message clear.” 


t «Cease, cease new grief to borrow!’ 
Last vight I heard her say, 
‘ For sorrow hath no morrow, 
Tis born of yesterday. 
Translated thou shalt b ,, 
» y cloudless daylight see, 
And bathe, as I, in fairest morrows end- 
lessly ,’” . 
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@hildren’s Gorner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wreon, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communica- 
tions for this Corner should be sent. 


* Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day’s occupations 
That is known as the dren’s Hour.” 


Little Giffen, of Tennessee. 


Out of the focal and foremost fire, 

Out of the hospital ward as dire, 

Smitten of grapeshot and gangrene, 
(Eighteenth battle and he sixteen !) 

Specter such as we seldom see, - 
Little Giffen, of Tennessee, 


“Take him—and welcome.” the surgeon said; 
“*Much your doctor can help the dead!” 

And so we took and brought him where 

The balm was sweet on the summer air; 

And we laid him down ona wholesome bed— 
Utter Lazarus, heel to head! 


Weary war with the bated breath, 
Skeleton boy with skeleton death, 
Months of torture. how many such? 
Weary weeks of the stick and crutch! 
Still a gli :t on the steel-blue eye 
Spoke of the spirit that would not die, 


And didn't! nay, more! in death’s despite 
The crippled skeleton learned to write! 

“ Dear mother,” at first, of course; and then, 
“Dear captain ’—inquiring abuut “the men,” 
Captain’s answer—"‘ Of eighty-and-five, 
Giffen and I are left alive.” 


“ Johnston’s pressed to the front, they say!” 
Little Giffen was up and away. 
A tear—his first—as he bade good-bye, 
Dimmed the glint of his steel-blue eye; 
“T’ll write, if spared.” There was news of a fight, 
But none of Giffen—he did not write. 


Isometimes fancy that wera I king 

Of the princely knights of the Golden Ring, 
With the song of the minstrel in mine ear, 
And the tender legend that trembles here, 

* Td giv the best on his bended knee, 

The whitest soul of my chivalry, 

For little Giffen, of Tennessee! 


Francis O. TICKNOR. 
m 


Talks on Political conomy. 


Some days had passed before the young 
girls could find the opportunity or feel 
the inclination to resume their former 
talk. But during the brief elapse of time 
neither of the girls had been idle. Isa- 
bella had eagerly employed all her leisure 
moments reading the books her aunt had 
supplied her with, and Ethel, though she 
had no books to refer to, had been doing 
some earnest thinking. She pondered 
long and deeply upon what Isabella told 
her, and longed to receive more informa- 
tian on the subject. Ethel was an ambi- 
tious and a very intelligent girl, and gave 
promis of developing into a very beautiful 
and accomplished woman, for she had 
great intuitiv powers and was, for her age, 
quite a brilliant conversationalist. But 
Ethel’s parents were of that well-meaning 
but mistaken class of people who, blind to 
their child’s talents and desires, had sent 
her to various schools to receive all her 
education there. They never thought of 
such a thing as teachers who instead of 
educating the child were only dwarfing its 
intellect. And if such a thing was men- 
tioned, they would hav been shocked and 
indignant. Why is it so? Why havn’t 
parents more intuitiv powers and clearer 
ideas? Or, better still, why ‘do they not 
take their children into their confidence 
and seek to win theirs in return? It 
would help the child in older years and 
_ tend to do away with a great deal of pain 
and vexation, that the lot of young, aspir- 
ing minds is subject to. 

Yet Mr. and Mrs. Carlton would not 
willfully neglect their children. Mr. Carl- 
ton was, as I said before, a civil.engineer, 
and so engrossed in business that he 
scarcely knew more of his family than his 
brother in Washington. It was not always 
so. When he was a young man a more 
devoted, brilliant, and affectionate gentle- 
man it would be hard to find. But grad- 
ally, as his children grew older and re- 
quired less attention, he was, all uncon- 
sciously, allowing the cares and vexations 
of commercial life to crowd out all the 
sweet anticipations and comforts of home 
Mrs. Carlton was a fashionable society 
woman. ‘Perhaps that would be all 
that was necessary to say about her. 
But it might seem to a disinterested reader 
that Mrs. Carlton was a frivolous butterfly. 
But she was not. And often she was heard 
to congratulate herself upon so skillfully 


fulfilling her duty to both children and ‘ ushered in the Reign of Terror? The first 


society. 

I hav mentioned before that Isabella 
Lloyd was an orphan, Her parents died 
when she was too young to realize her loss. 
She was immediately adopted by a wealthy 
and very kind aunt, who was something 
of a woman suffragist and took great in- 
terest in politics. She attended all the 
political meetings at Congress, and so 
became well known in Washington If 
Isabella was well posted upon the current 
topics of the day, it was small wonder, for 
her aunt took great pains to impress upon 
her niece the great importance of woman’s 
education. 

About two weeks after the last conversa- 
tion took place Ethel was standing by the 
long French windows gazing wistfully out, 
wishing for Isabella. Asif in answer to her 
wish, that coveted young lady appeared. 


| “Why are you indoors this beautiful 


spring day?” she asked gaily. ‘‘ Come, 
ma chere, and hear the birds sing.” And 
she playfully drew Ethel toward the door. 

“ And talk about political economy?” 
asked Ethel, childishly eager. ‘‘Oh, yes, 
do let’s.” 

Isabella langhed gaily. ‘‘ All right, we 
will, Let us go to our favorit nook 
under the old elms. I love that place. 
Come.” 

Ethel needed no second urging. She 
willingly took her seat beside her com- 
panion in the mossy rustic seat that 
Madam Hauton’s splendid grounds were 
noted for. 

“ Belle,” said Ethel, breaking the little 
silence, ‘‘I am going to write and ask papa 
a few questions on this subject. He will 
tell me, I know. What do you think of 
the idea?” , 

“It is a good one,” Belle answered 
generously. ‘‘I am most unwilling that 
you should depend ‘upon me for your 
ideas, for I am not well enough versed. 
Well, let me see,” she continued thought- 
fully; ‘‘I gave you before something of a 
definition of political economy. But I 
might hav shortened that definition by 
saying that it is a ‘science of wealth.’ It 
is a study that inquires into the origin, the. 
promotion, the division, and exchange 
of. wealth. It takes into consideration 
the nature, the production, the distribu- 
tion, and incidentally its taxation. Mac- 
leod says that ‘wealth is anything what- 
ever whose value can be measured in 
money; consists exclusivly of exchange- 
able rights.’ And he also says that ‘Pure 
economics is nothing but the science of 
exchange.’ So wealth in political economy 
is only considered as capital, or, as some 
call it, stock. It is that wealth used for 
the purpose of profits, and terms used in 
political economy, such as rent, interest, 
wages, value, exchange, properties, and 
rights, are factors in the productions, pos- 
sessions, and exchange of wealth. Do you 
understand, dear?” asked Isabella ab- 
surdly, as though she were talking to a 
child. i 

“Yes,” answered Ethel with a dimpling 
smile, ‘‘I understand. Then the true defi- 
nition of Political Economy shows that 
there is nothing political about it. Neither 
is there any economy about it. It re- 
minds me of the definition I once read 
in an old school-reader, that an amateur 
lexicographer gave the lobster, ‘A little 
red fish that runs backward,’ and the 
correction Mr. Webster gave when they 
submitted the question to him, He said, 
‘Unfortunately the lobster is not a fish, 
and as matter of fact it is not red, and 
finally it never runs backward,’ ” 

Isabella looked a little chagrined at the 
manner Of Ethel’s translation of her 
words, though she laughed, and admitted 
a little reluctantly, ‘* I admit that you are 
right, Ethel. I think I told you before 
that Political Economy does not really 
mean what its name wouldimply. Ques- 
nay, Turgot, and others who constituted 
the first school of political economy, 
thought that the state might establish a 
system of economy, and many believed 
that had their ideas been adopted the 
horrors of the French Revolution might 
hav been averted. But they learned 
to their cost that the state was composed 
of gentry who had a most supreme con- 
tempt for any economy, and the school 


.was closed and their thesis almost for- 
gotten in the stirring scenes which | scorn the portentous threats of those who 
i 


school claimed the land as the basis of. all 
wealth, and the state should assume posg- 
session of the soil, and its systems should 
constitute political economy. The next 
school began with Adam Smith as princi- 
pal. Heis spoken of as ‘ the founder of 
political economy as a separate branch of 
human knowledge.’ He differed from his 
predecessors by making labor the basis of 
all wealth and mechanical arts and trade 
the true source of national wealth. While 
agreeing with the first school in the free- 
dom of all exchange, I might mention 
that restricting trade, seeking to control 
its channels, by very early politicians, 
known as the ‘balance of trade’ method, 
wastried to bring money into their country, 
The next school succeeding Smith was 
Ricardo, Malthus, and Mill. They 
elaborated the theory of Smith and former 
schools by making labor and land equal 
factors and basing wealth upon ‘supply and 
demand.’” Here Isabella paused, as she 
caught sight of a schoolmate coming down 
the gravel walk. 

‘Oh, Miss Lloyd,” she apologized, ‘‘ I 
am truly sorry to interrupt you, but Miss 
Vincent wishes very much to see you.” 

She lingered and took the seat beside 
Ethel that Isabella had just vacated. 
But not before the latter took the occa- 
sion to whisper, ‘‘I’ll try and resume our 
conversation soon, Ethel.” 

Ethel nodded and soon Isabella’s slight 
form disappeared up the gravel walk. 

Ipa BALLOU. 


In Memoriam. 
From the Lawrence, Kan., Journal. 

On the twenty-seventh day of April, 
eighteen hundred and ninety-three, at 
the home of her parents, occurred the dis- 
solution of Annetta Christina Palm. 
was born in Lawrence, on the sixteenth 
day of February, eighteen hundred and 
seventy-four, thus having told, in all, less 
than a score of years of this life, 

Nettie, as she was fondly called by all, 
filled an &ctiv and useful station, her tal- 
ents were in constant employment, her re- 
sources and energies seemed boundless, 
her Jabors were directed toward the gen- 
eral good rather than in self-interest, and 
it was in the success of this alone she 
sought or found her chief reward. Noth- 
ing ever daunted her, and thoroughness 
alone would satisfy. This was a marked 
feature of her entire life. From the time 
the little six-year-old heroin commenced 
her course at the city schools until it 
closed with her graduation in the high 
school in the class of ’91, a decade and 
more had passed, yet not in all these years 
was she ever once tardy or absent. Sum- 
mer’s suns, winter’s storms, or childhood’s 
interests were alike powerless to prevent 
her following duty where it called. In 
her classes she ranked with the most brill- 
iant and highest. A pleasant voice and a 
happy smile always made her appearance 
upon the rostrum well received. Habits 
formed by years of such environment were 
not to be lightly thrown aside. Leaving 
her alma mater, and feeling that she 
owed to the future some of the benefits she 
had received from the past, she entered 
the profession of teaching, and to perfect 
herself in this joined the normal class, of 
which she was still a member. Nature as 
well as application seemed: to hav pecul- 
iarly fitted her for this work. Her schools 
were marvels of order and punctuality. 
The same careful regard to thoroughness, 
even in her school days, followed her 
here, and evinced itself in all her work. 
She taught two years, the first being 
spent in district Number One, and the sec- 
ond in district Number Eighty-one, giving 
eminent satisfaction in each instance. 
She was an activ votary of the public 
library, having- read during the.term of 
her membership over three hundred works 
of fiction, travel, and history. 

‘Hers was an illness of one week, and 
her sufferings, though intense, were borne 
with the patient resignation equal to the 
heroism -of her life. Bravely she met the 
silent mystery; her departure was as gen- 
tle as the coming of dawn. An intellect 
which could find individual advancement 
only in the general good of humanity could 
not be bound by creed or dogma. The 
fiendish doctrin of total depravity and 
the atonement she rejected, and laughed to 


She | 


love their enemies and forget their friends, 
Often did she repeat, ‘‘Heaven and 
hell are conditions not places. God should 
be spelled with two o’s and devil without a 
d.” Her life was of purity, sincerity, and 
love, joy and happiness its handmaidens, 
and deeds—not creeds—its moving factors, 
A glorious success here, it could not be 
aught else there. 

The funeral was largely attended. The 
beautiful grounds and residence were filled 
with admiring friends. The address đe- 
livered by Dr. E. B. Hazzard was elo- 
quent and touching. He dealt with the 
actual immortality of life and its scientific 
demonstrations in nature. Sweet music 
was furnished by a quartet of mixed 
voices, with an organ accompaniment, 
The floral decoration was something sel- 
dom seen; the funeral bier was a pyramid 
of wreaths, emblems, and bouquets, sent 
by admiring friends. It might be called 
a lilac funeral, for the air was laden with 
the perfume of those sweet flowers. Six 
of her young gentlemen acquaintances, 
with sorrowing friends and mourning rela- 
tivs, accompanied her to her last resting- 
place amid the flowers and trees and sing- 
ing birds of Oak Hill cemetery. 

A FREND. 


[Nettie Palm wasamong the earliest con- 
tributors to the Corner. From her first 
letter to the last well-written essay, she 
displayed the noble and attractiv qualities 
of intelligent womanhood. We are sorry 
she has so soon and so suddenly left our 
ranks, for the world needs such as she to 
carry forward its best work. While we 
mingle our sympathies and regrets with 
her parents and friends, wè shall cherish 
her memory, that still exhales as the fra- 
grance of the flowers. In the hearts of 
those who loved her she is immortal.—Ep, 
C.C.] : f 

__ Oe 3 

[We notice that our friend and always 
interesting correspondent of the Corner, 
Geo. J. Remsburg, has three articles on 
archeological subjects in the Archæolo- 
gist, a monthly magazine published at 
Waterloo, Ind. This magazine is the 
official organ of the American Archæologi- 
cal Association. Mr. Remsburg has made 
several interesting discoveries while pur- 
suing his investigations in the attractiv 
fields of archeology. We wish him great 
success.—Ep. C. C.] 

Ben os 


Correspondence. 


Gorr Bay, OnT., June 3, 1893. 

Dear Miss Wrxon: This is my second 
letter to the Corner. I am very lonely 
this evening, so I think I will try to write 
a letter. I would like to get your picture. 
What does the ‘‘H” in your name stand 
for? My second name is Elizabeth. I go 
to the Methodist Sunday-school, as I want 
to hear ‘‘both sides of the story,” and 
think for myself. There are some very 
funny things in the Bible; among the 
funniest is about a prophet making an ax - 
swim (in 2 Kings vi, 5, 6, 7). 

I hav been down to Toronto since I 
wrote my last letter. I had a birthday 
party on my birthday, and then I went 
away for a trip the next day. Was not 
that nice? I expect to go to the World’s 
Fair this summer. Are you going, Miss 
Wixon? 

All the children around here call me 
‘little bother” because I’ am always 
whistling. I whistle and play the piano 
too. Ihay relations coming to visit. us 
from Australia. One of these is Mr. John 
Childs, who is a Freethinker. He wrote 
a book on ‘‘Skepticism.” I hav saved the 
paper with my last letter in, to let him 
see it. Papa has very many books on 
“ Freethought.” He lends Tar TRUTH 
SEEKER to people here, and it does them 
alot of good. He used to lend them toa 
minister named Mr. Rutleff. I asked 
some person to write to me, but they are 
a very long while in doing so. 

I guess I will come to a close now. 

From your little Freethinker friend, 

GRACIE BRAZENOR. 

P. S.—My address is Gracie Brazenor, 

Gore Bay, Manitoulen Island, Ont. ~ 


[The H. stands for Helen. Yes, we 
may go to the World’s Fair, but hav made 
no decided plans yet. We hope to hear 
from Gracie often.—Ep. C. C.J 


THOMAS PAINE; 
WAS HE JUNIUS? 


By W. H. BURR. 
Second edition, enlarged to 8% pages; with the 


pest engraved likeness of Paine. Price, 1 A 
nera ddress TAE TRUTH SEEKER” 
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GOLD. SILVER. 


HINES AND STOCKS. 


CHAS. F. BLACKBURN 
Mining Geologist, Seattle, Wash, 


Special attention given to, the expert examina- 
tion of mineral properties in the United States 
and British Columbia. 


MINES BOUGHT AND SOLD.. 


Precious Metal Mines a Specialty. Can 
furnish any kind of mineral property—Platinum, 
Gold, Silver, Quicksilver, Nickel, Copper, Lead, 
Antimony, Iron, Manganese, Mica, and Coal. Also 
Slate. Granit, Limestone, and Sandstone quarries. 


RICH GOLD AND SILVER MINES FOR SALE 


Rare bargains in gold quartz, gold placers, and 

old-silver galena mines in Kootenay and Cari- 

oo districts, British Columbia. Only a few 
hundred dollars will buy valuable mining inter- 
ests, a bonanza for a few thousand. Correspond- 
ence solicited; sampling, assays and mill tests; 
all work strictly scientific; investments carefully 
placed; bargains guaranteed; twenty years’ 
mining and geological experience. 


MILLIONS IN THE MOUNTAINS ! 
METAL. MINERAL. 


8mo14 


“ Everybody’s Law Book,” 


Is the title of the new 768 page work prepared by 
J Alexander Koones, LL.B., memher of the New 
York har, — : 

It enables every man and woman to be heir 
own lawyer. , It teaches what are your rights an 
how to maintain them. When to begin a lawsuit 
aud when to shun one, It contains the useful in- 
formation every business man needs in every 
state in the Union. It contains business forms 
of every variety useful to the lawyer as well as to 
all who have legal business to transact. 

Inclose $2 for a copy, or inclose two-cent post- 
age stamp for a table of contents and terms to 
agents. Address BENJ. W. HITCHCOCK, Pub- 
lisher, 885 Sixth avenue, New York. . 

4 


WANTED.—A Liberal with $100 to $200 capital, 
who will go in partnership on a farm, will meet a 
‘ood opportunity by addre*sing the undersigned 
or further particulars. The farm is situated in 
the northern part of Alabama. : IERS, 


SUSAN WIXON'S BOOKS. 


12mo, 300 pp., $1. 


Apples of Gold. And Other Stories for 
_ Boys and Girls. 12mo, 888 pp., $1.25. 


The Story Honr. An Exceptionally Hand- 
some and Interesting Book, Without Supersti- 
tion, for Children and Youth. The Only Free- 
thinkers’ Children’s, Story-book ever issued. 
¢ifuli-page illustrations and 25 smaller; large 
tvpe, heavy, toned paper, broad margins, illus- 
trated covers; 4to. 224 pp., boards, $1. 

Address, THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


Col, R 


ARGUMENT 


Reynolds Blasphemy ‘Trial, 


At Morristown, N. J. 


This is the greatest argument ever made in acase 
of this kind, and will be a model for the Bar so 
long as the Christians use force to repress free 
speech. Its legal acumen is unsurpassed, its elo- 
quence never equaled. Wherever Christian per- 
secution is going on this argument should be 
freely circulated, read to the Christians, and ex- 
pounded on every occasion. 

In paper, 25 cents; in cloth, 50 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette place, New York. 


“INFIDELS AND CHARITY.” 


„å Leaflet showing that the oft-repeated Chris- 
tian statement that Infidels do not contribute 
to nor found charities is a falsehood. It ought to 
be widely circulated to m-et the calumny. Price, 
5 cents; 50_cents a dozen. Address TuE Truts 
Senne, 28 Lafayette place, New York 


Pyramid of Gizeh. 


Ancient Egyptian Civilization and Hebrew Nar- 
rative in Genesis and Exodus. 
By Van Bugen Dexsrow, LL.D. Price, 15 centa 


! 


| G Ingersall's 


RELIGION. 


LCN 


REDUCTION IN PRICE OF A GREAT BOOK. 


Oe aaa 


Winwood Reade’ s ‘* Martyre 
dom of Man,” the cost of 
production has been lese 
sened so that we can reduce 
the price from $1.75 to 


$1.00. 


book has had a phenomenal gale for sọ heretical a work, second only to Helen Gardener's 
Wormer and Gods.” and we give our readers the pecuniary benefit of it. The 


“MARTYRDOM OF MAN” 


very interestingly pictured synopsis of universal history, showing what the race has undergone 
aa martyrom—in te rise to it prosent plane. Itshows how War ard Religion have been opprese 
sive factors in man’s struggle for Liberty, and the last chapter, of some 150 pages, describes 


lectual str le from the animal. period of the earth to the present, adding an outline of what 
ee e would be a religion Of reason and love. The chapters are: 


Egypt, Western Asia, the Persians, the Greeks, the Macedonians. Alexandria, the 
W AR ,Phenicians, Carthage and Rome, Roman Africa, the Arabs. 


The Natural History of Religion, the Israelites, the Jews, the Prophets, 
Character of Jesus, the Christians, Arabia, Mecca, Character of Mohame 
med, Description of Africa, the Mohamme ‘ans in Central Africa. 


Ancient Europe, Invasion of the Germans, the Castle, the Town, the 
church, Venice, Arab § ain, the Portuguese, Discoverers the Slave Trade, 


LI BERTY. Abolition in eee A sari Ameren san of ums an Hi story, 
INTELLECT. Animal Period of the Earth, Origin of Man, and Early History, 


Summary of Universal History, The Future of the Human Race, 
Price reduced from $1.75 to $1.00. 


Religion of Reason and Love. . 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette place, New York, 


ae E Gona Books for Liberally In. 
Truth Seeker Library. clined People. á 


Pnblished Monthly at.$3 per Year. 
Issues oF 1891.—$3. 


| The Last Tonet, Tin osed npon the Khan 0- 


Price 
Truth Seeker Annual, 1891........-.ss2segeees $02% Tomathoze By Hudor Genone, author 
en, Women, and Gods. Helen H. Gar- of “ Inquirendo Island.” Copiously illustrated 
Dds see dewoe seed esses, jibe ees’ GS, with original drawings by Louis M. Glackens. 


dener. 
The Age of Reason. ‘Thomas Paine. Ilus- |} 12mo, 165 pages; cloth, $1.25; paper, 50c. 


trated.....ccccseeeee E cee'ee car's 25 $ 
Answers to Christian Questions. D. M. Ben- a Inquirendo Island. ao PT Hadar 
n oes vec E T ss Ron 9) Sy D, 313 , 
stian € Naa wee ee te 50c. “This book is to me a delightful sur- 
Christian Absurdities: a rea ae 2 rise. In my judgment it is a stronger piece of 
Tho Crisis’ Thomas Bine. Ilusirated 40 ction than Edward Bellamy’s* Looking Back- 
Sabbath Breaking. John E. Remsburg 95, Ward,’ which at times it reminds one of. Itis a 
Travels in Faith from Tradition to | merciless exposure of Pharisaism and hypoc- 
son. Robert O. Adams 95!  risy, which is so prevaleut in fashionable Chris- 
Strike of a Bex. George N. Miller... 2, fianity of to-day. It isa good pooli and while 
My Religious Experience. Samuel 5 itil s oan many, should be read by all.”— 
DAM. 5's sig 05 o's Se edsrecincene Catete seess Sete ° 
The Higher Criticism in Theology and Re- Lectnre on the Bible. By Rev. Charles 
igion. E. Longshore.........,..06+ - 50) YVoysey, pastor of the Theistic church of Lon- 
Issuns oF 1892.—$3. don, with a new introduction by Rev. Herbert 
Infidel Death-Beds. Q. W. Foote............. a5! _ Taft Root. Paper, 87 pages; 20c. f 
Rights of Man. Thomas Paine. Ilustra- | God in the Constitution. By Arthur 'B. 
. ted......... 2s TERP . 40! Bradford. Paper, 18mo, 18 pages; 10c. 
Was Christ Ornciñed? Anestin Bierbowe 10, Evolution in its Relations to Evangelical 
ulpit, Pew, and Cradle. 3 
E EE E ENEE 10] Religion. By B. F. Underwood. Paper, 
Bible Morals. J ohn Ee Remabnr aaen = Amo; 21 pages; 5c. 
wiu Disclosures of Maria Monk..... =: 35; Lhe Change of Front of the Universe. 
focket Theology. Voltaire enews ATORE 25 By Minot J. Savage. Paper. 81 pages, 10c. 
Why Don’t God Kill the Devil? M. Bab ee es eaeees | 
 Cock,...... adana r arees ROR 15; A Stndy of Primitive Christianity. By 
Liberty in Literature. Testimonial to Lewis G. Janes. Cloth, octavo, gilt top, uncut 
alt Whitman, with Funeral Address. edges, 319 pages; $1.25. “Dr. Janes is evidently 
_ _By Col. Robert G. Ingersoll...,.......... 25)' a thorough scholar, and one cannot fail to be 
Six Lectures on Astronomy. Richard A. impressed with the care, the honesty, the faith- 
roctor oe 15 fulness, the impartiality, the loye of truth, the 
Candle From U: | conservatism exhibited throughout this admi- 
art... 6... isle Moots swe’e% 40 rable volume.”—[Popular Science Monthly. 
The Holy Bible Abridged 50 What Can Ethics Do For Us? By 
kemsburg. 10 William p Maskintire Salter. Paper, 12mo, 82 
pages, 10c. 
a e O ee Freedom of Thonght and of Speech. By 
mE in gersoll indicated. Col. Robert 15| Wiliam Mackintire Salter. Paper, 1?mo, 29 


pages, 10c. 


MADD ......,.4. 50 The Morals of Christ. A comparison 
Crimes of Preacher |. with the contemporaneous systems of Mosaic, 
E, Billin EREET PEES 25 Pharisaic, and Græco-Roman ethics. By Austin 
Resurrection of Jesus....... . 40 Bierbower, Paper, 16mo, 200 pa es, 50c.; cloth, 
Handbook of Freethought. W. 58. Bell...... 50. $1. “Mr, Bierbower has carefully analyzed the 
eligion a Curse; Heligion a Disease; Re- | old-world ethical systems which chiefly con- 
, ligion a Lie. §. P. Putnam. __. ....... 25; cern the modern civilized world. and in this 
Design Argument Fallacies. By Editor of | book he has so classified the elements revealed 
THE TRuTH SEEKER.................... 15) by that analysis as to give them a high scien- 
Abraham Lincoln: Was He a Christian? | tific value. His book is almost as systematic as 
John  HRemsburg.............eee.- eee 50, a treatise upon one of the exact sciences, and 


stands in fine contrast to the rambling, ethical 
discussion of which we hear so much and which 
leads us nowhere.”—[Chicago Daily News. 


Liberty and Life. Seventeen discourses 
on the applications of scientific truth to morals 
and religion. By E.P.Powell. 12mo, 208 pages; 
cloth, $1; paper, 50c. “Strong. even bold, 
essays on ethical and religious subjects. They 
are the work of a man of vigorous intellect, who 
has studied the doctrine of evolution long and 


During the year, other standard Freethought | 
works will be published and sent to subscribers 
as they appear. | | 

Yearly subscribers at $3 receive all the numbers 
published in one year. In ordering please say. 
which year is desired. 

Siogle numbers sold at prices quoted. 

THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafavette Place. New York. 


carefully, and has not found it necessary: to 

W A sS — iaee; abandon all his old reverences. The discourses 
; arc full of interest to the casual reader by rea- 

son of their fund of anecdote and biographical 

CH R IST à á m Citation, and to the seeker for religious and 


moral truth they offer many helps.”—[Literary 
World. 

Evolution and Christianity. A Study. 
By J. C. F. Grumbine. Cloth, square 18mo, 
75 pages, 30c. “Mr. Grumbine’s statements are 
sound and well put. His book is the fruit of 
wide reading and investigation. It is a helpful 
one, is thoroughly interesting reading, and its 
presentation of the relation between evolution 
and Christianity includes much valuable 
thought.”—[{Buffaio Express. . 

Lessons From the World of Matter and 
the World of Man. By Theodore Parker. 
Selected from notes of unpublished sermons by 
Rufus Leighton. 12mo, 480 pages; cloth, $1.25; 


Supernatural Religion, -25e z= 
aala a et Glergyman’s Victims, 


. ulous Religion? A LIBERAL SIORY. 
xy BE. Gump. Paper, 20 cents: cloth, 30 cents. By Mus, E. J. BABL. Price, 25 cents. 


—9ace— CRUCIFIED? 


By AUSTIN BIERBOWER. 


A judicial consideration of the question,and the 
decision against the scriptures and the Christian 
tradition. Price, 10 cents. Address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Pro and Con of 


With the eighth edition ef | A French 
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, (Superstition in All Ages, 


BY JBAN MBSLIPR, 


ws 


RT 


Catho ie 
Priest,w.i0 
renounced 
Christiane 


of that Re- 
ligion and 
the object 
of thej. 
Pr estaj 
boed. Pae 
ger, 56 
cents; 
loth, $7. = 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY. | 


L: K. Washburn’s Works, 


Sunday and the Sabbath. ‘‘A law regu- 
lating human conduct on the Sabbath is an im- 
pertinence.” Price, 10 cents. 


The False Teaching of the Christian 
Church. ‘The Thirty-nine Articles of 


the Christian church are thirty-nine poor. 
broken-down opinions.” Price, 10 cents. 


The Foolishness of Prayer. ‘‘ Think of 


a ministers praying God_to, kill grasshoppers, 
or trying to induce the Deity to underfa 0 A 
crusade of one against the Colorado tle!’ 


Price, 10 cents. 
Followers of Jesns. Price, 10 cents. 
Spiritualism ¢ Is It a Faith or a Fact? 


rice, 5 cents. 
Religions Problems. Price, 10 cents. 


Was Jesns Insane? Price, 10 cents. 


The Pnblic Schools and the Catholic 
Chureh. Price, 5 cents. 


The Agnostic Annual 


—FOR-— 


T] 8393m 
Edited by CHARLES A. WATTS. 


CONTENTS? 
The Moral Sanction, Leslie Steph 

Agnosticism, Amos Waters; The Mother Nature: 

oem, Gerald Massey; Dogmatism in Theol- 
ogy, Alfred Momerie; Sermons on the Mount, 
Samuel Laing; The pity of the Dead, W. Stewart 
Ross (Saladin); On the Duty of Honesty in Our 
Convictions, 0. E. Plumptre; Scientific Religion, 
R. Bithell; The Blight of Superstition, Charles 
Watts; Anthropology and Orthodoxy, Edward 
Olodd; The Disappearance of the Nether World, 
F. J. Gould; Religious Ideas: Their Ori an 
Development, Frederick Millar; Signals with 
Mars: oem, G. H. Martin; Materialism and 
Idealism Harmonized, Lucian Armstrong. ` 

Price, 25 cents. 
Address THE TRUTA NEWRY A 


LITTLE LESSONS FOR 


LITTLE FOLKS. 


By MRS. E. D. SLENKER, 
Boards, l 4 canta, 


Roaring Lion on the Track. 


Ey M. BABOOOR. 
Price . . . . . 


Colonel Kelso’s Works. 


en; Reverent 


n - - ~ 


10 centa. 


a & 


The Bible Analyzed. Cloth, octavo, 838 


pages, $3. 

Deity Analyzed. Cloth, 12mo, $1.00. 
“he Real Blasphemers. Paper, 12mo, 
288 pages, 50c. 

Spiritnalism Snstained. Oloth, 1%mo, 
A5 pages, $1. - č 


Universe Analyzed, $1. 
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JN ew Publications. 


Unless otherwise specified, all publica- 
tions noticed here can be had of THE 
Truru Seeker Company, at the price 
named. 


RELIGION a OURSE, RELIGION a. DISEASE, 
Reuraion A Liz, By Samuel P. Put- 
nam. 

Mr. S. P. Putnam is one of the strovg- 
est writers in the ranks of Freethought 
to-day—terse, vivid. philosophical, and 
convincing. The above title to his last 
work seems, at firat sight, almost harsh, 
so forcible and cutting is it; but when we 
look into its pages and observe how clean- 
cut and to the point are its sentences, we 
perceive that the force and directness of 
the title is well maintained. The reasons 
showing ‘that the fashionable religion of 
the day is just that which Mr. Putnam 
claims are well founded and unanswerable. 

Religion, born of dependence in the 
childhood of the race, when man was an 
ignorant and tottering weakling, would 
seem at this stage of developments a thing 
to be cast aside with the swaddling-clothes 
of infancy. Man is now able to stand 
alone. He needs no props. Honesty and 
virtue should stand him in stead of relig- 
jon and fear. He should hav straight- 
forward, manly independence of character 
and upright conduct more than aught 
else. 2 

The latter pages of the book contain 
Mr. Putnam’s able argument before the 
Columbian Exposition committee of the 
Horse of Representativs against the 
Sunday closing of the Fair, and is a lucid 
and candid presentation of the case, show- 
ing that Sunday in any aspect is entirely 
outside of and beyond any Congressional 
enactment. There are added also six 
poems in Mr. Putnam’s vigorous and 
original style, all earnest ard gemmed 
with truth and beauty. At the low price 
of 25 cents this book ought to sell by the 
million copies. Susan H. Wrxon. 


Drsran ARGUMENT Fatuacies. A Refnta- 

tion of the Argument That Nature Ex- 
g hibits Marks of Having Been Designed 
by an Intelligent Being. By the Editor 
+ of Ten TRUTH SEFEKFR. 

This is another excellent work avd isa 
fitting companion for Mr. Putnam’s book 
on Religicn. The Ri LAA phrases in 
favor of design are popped over like ten- 
pirs in the hands of an expert. The 
much-vaunted goodness, wisdom, and 
mercy of God are shown to be less than 
thin air. Investigation discloses clearly 
enough that there is not a particle of evi- 
dence of design by anv sort of a creator or 
‘t Great First Cause” in all the universe 
known to man. In all the research 
among the spaces, as far as reason, investi- 
gation, science, and common sense hav 
been, not a scintilla of proof can be 
brought forward logically to show that the 
world bad an original, intelligent, think- 
ing designer. 

The design fallacy is brought forward 
so frequently by the opponents of Free- 
thought that this handy little pamphlet of 
sixty pages, as & complete refutation of 
the idea, must meet with a cordial wel- 
come. It should be in the hands of every 
Liberal to quote from as showing the utter 
weakness and absurdity of a theory born 
of ignorance and maintained by super- 
stition. ‘The low price of 15 cents should 
aid materially in its circulation, and the 
thanks of the multitude are due the Editor 
of Tar Trors Seeker for bis skill in pre- 
paring and sending cut this neat little 
brochure for the instruction of the masses 
upon a matter that has attracted the 
attention more or less of almost every- 
body in the world. Susan H. Wixon. 


Helen H. Gardener’s New Book. 


The following is the publisher’s circular 
of Helen H. Gardener’s forthcoming book. 
We shall hav the work as soon as out; the 
price being, cloth $1, paper 50 cents. 

In reviewing Helen H. Gardener’s first 
novel, ‘‘Is This Your Son, My Lord?” 
Moncure D. Conway said: ‘‘ Another 
thinker has been let loose upon the 
world.” Each succeeding year has had 
its book from the brain and pen of this 
brilliant and gifted writer, and has shown 
that Mr. Conway was a clear-sighted and 
correct critic. 

Whether her publishers hav issued a 
volume of essays, a book of short stories, 
ora novel, it is equally apparent to her 
readers that indeed a ‘‘ thinker has been 
let loose upon us;” a bright and logical 
thinker who has the splendid courage of 
her convictions and does not fear to so ex- 
press her thoughts that he who runs may 
read them 

At the International Congress of Repre- 
sentativ Women, held recently in 
Chicago, the intense desire to hear what 
Helen Gardener had to say on any topic 
resulted in packed halls whenever she 
spoke and in repeated demands for her 
reappearance. The first night she spoke 
hundreds had to be kept out of the hall 
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for want of standing-room. Hundreds of 
demands were made that Helen Gardener 
be urged to repeat the same speech in the 
same large hall or a larger one if it could 
be obtained, to enable those who had been 
shut out to hear her. 

The enthusiasm of the men who heard 
her was quite as sincere and demonstrativ 
as-was that of the women, and before she 
left the city of Chicago she had been urged 
by a number of publishers to allow them 
to publish and distribute large numbers of 
copies of her speeches. Physicians called 
upon her and urged that this be done im- 
mediately, and professors in colleges and 
teachers did the same. 

Steps were at once taken to put her 
speeches made at this congress. together 
with other of her essays, including ‘‘ Sex 
in Brain,” into hook form to meet, in the 
readiest and cheapest way, the demand for 
them. i 

This book, entitled ‘‘ Facts and Fictions 
of Life.” will be ready for the public 
about July 15th. 

Already application has been made by 
accredited representative of four foreign 
nations to translate this book into their 
several languages, and the demand for it 
is sure to be a large and increasing one, as 
it has been for everv book she has written. 

Helen Gardener is the kind of thinker 
who does not run to mere fads.. One of 
her reviewers has said of her work that it 
is ree from all personal color; has no 
taint of personal prejudice nor of sex bias 
or narrow one-sidedness. What she writes 
is the acme of logic glorified by the fire of 
sincere conviction and the generous 
warmth of a strong and earnest perso- 
nality. . It is the work of genius made 
practical by a rare common sense—s 
genius so well balanced and so free from 
eccentricity that even those who do not 
agree with all her conclusions are enthusi- 
astic admirers of her and her work. This 
is evidenced by the fact that though she is 
known to bea frank and outspoken Ag- 
nostic, yet clergymen all over the country 
urge her to read and speak in their pul- 
pits, and they preach upon her works and 
use her essays and books as texts for 
sermons to their congregations, 

It is a cause of surprise to those who 
meet her for the first time that she is not 
large, that she is young and pretty, viva- 
cious, and rot at all pessimistic. She 
writes of the ills of life, but she is as 
optimistic as is the surgeon, who sees the 
abscess and the ill it can do and fearlessly 
puts in the keen-cutting scalpel to cut out 
and to cure. 

Persons who do not think very seriously, 
or who, as Helen Gardener says, only 
“think they are thinking,” at odd and 
fugitiv times wonder how a woman, anda 
young woman at that, can write as Helen 
Gardener does unless she has had a per- 
sonal experience of the things of which 
she writes. As if the preacher who depicts 
the torments of the damned must hav had 
these torments, or that a Shakspere must 
hav been something of all of which he 
wrote, or that a Thackeray must hav 
either been a Becky Sharp or had one in 
his family, or Dickens a Uriah Heep or a 
Pecksniff or a Fagan. Of course all this 
is absurd when we come to think of it. 
Helen Gartener’s home life with her 


parents was markedly simple and hapny | 


and pure-and as free as possible from the 
troubles and ills of the world. Her mar- 
ried or domestic life is simply ideal. Her 
husband, who is a college-bred profes- 
sional gentleman, is in entire harmony 
with all her work and all she desires 
to do, as she is with all he thinks and 
does. She has no more earnest ad- 
mirer and at the same time no. more 
careful critic. He frequently tells her 
she needs only to be entirely natural to be 
entirely irresistible. From a home where 
unbroken harmony and perfect good 
fellowship uninterruptedly reigns Helen 
Gardener looks out upon the world and 
sees the strifes and struggles and ills of 
life, and from her own life knows how 
much better all this can be, should be, 
and she seeks to make it so. 


PULPIT, PEW, 
and CRADLE. 


By Helen H. Gardener. 

One of Her Brightest, .Wittiest, and 
Strongest Lectures Against 

_the Bible. 
Every Woman Should Read It 
and 
Know Her Enemies and Her Friends, 

Price. 10 cents. Address this office. 


Christianity a Fiction. 


THE 


Astronomical and Astrologic-| 


al Origin of ail Religions. 
By DR. J. H. MENDENHALL. 


Explanatory notes compiled and arranged by 


the late Jonathan M. Roberts. Price, 50 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


The Idea of God. By Dr. 


1893. 


Scientific Works. 


Three Introductory Lectures on the 
Science of Thought. By F. Max Mil- 
ler. 1. The Simplicity of Language; 2. The 
Identity of. Language and Thought, and 3. 
The Simplicity of Thought. With an appendix 
which contains a correspondence on ‘*‘l'hought 
Without Words,” between F. Max Muller and 
Francis Galton, the duke of Argyll, George J. 


` Romanes, and others. Neatly bound in cloth. 


Price, 75c. f 
Three Lectures on The Science of Lan- 
uage. By Prof. F. Max Müller. The 
xford University Extension Lectures. With 
a supplement, + My Predecessors.” an essay on 
genesis of “The Science of Thought” 112 
pages; cloth. Price, 5e. 

The Psychology of Attention. By Th. 
Ribot, professor of Comparative and Experi- 
mental Psychology at tue College de France, 
and editor of the Revue Philosophique. Au- 
thorized translation. Treating ot the following 
topic»: 1 Spontaneous, or Natural, Atteution. 
—a, Emotional states; b, Physical manifesta- 
tions; c. Surprise. 2. Voluntary, or Artificial, 
Attention.—a, Its mechaz'am; D, Inhibition; ©, 
The feeling of effort. 3. The Morbid States of 
Attention.—a, Distraction; 0, Hypochondria; 
c, Fixedideas and ecstasy; &, Idiocy; e, Atten- 
tion in sleep and hypnosis. Cloth, 75c. 


Fundamental Problems. The Method of 
Philosophy as a Systematic Arrangement of 
Knowledge. By Dr. Pan: Carus. Price, $1. 


The Psychic Life of Micro-Organisms. 
A Study in Experimental Psychology. By Al- 
fred Binet: Translation from the French with 
the sanction of theanthor. ‘Treating of the fol- 
lowing subjects: 1. The Psychology of the Cell 
—Introductory. 2. The Structural and Psycho- 

logical Character of Proto-Organisms: Motory 
and Cen Organs. 3, The Psychology of 
Nutrition: ] olophytic, Saprophytic, and Ani- 
mal Nutrition; Predatory Habits of Certain 
Animalcu:a, 4. Colonies of Unicellular Organ- 
isms. 5. Fecundation of Proto-Organisms. 6. 
Fecundation of Hizher Animals and Plants. 7. 
The Physio ogical Function of the Nucleus. 8. 
Correspoudence b tween Alfred Binet and Ch, 
Richet (prof.xsor of physiology in the Faculty of 
Medicine at Paris) respecting cellular psychol- 
ogy. 10mo, 135 pages; cloth, 75c.; paper, 50c. 


Wheelbarrow Articles and Discussions 


on the Labor Question, Including the 
Controversy with Mr. Lyman F. Gage on the 
Ethics of the Board of Trade; and also the Cun- 
troversy with Mr. Hugh Ò. Pentecost, and 
others, on the Single Tax Question. Elegant 
cloth binding, portrait of the author, and auto- 
graph letter. Price, $1. 


Paul Carus. 
Being a disquisition on the development of 
the idea of Godin human thought and history; 
discus-ing: 1. The Natare of Ideas. 2 The Et- 
ynio.ogy of The Word God. 3. God an Abstract 
idea. 4. The Conceptions of God (Polytheism, 
Monoth ism, Pantheism, Theism, and Atheism). 
5. Definitions of the Idea of God. 6. Entheism, 
the Monastic Conception 6f God. Price, lic. 

Epitomes of Three Sciences. 1. Com- 
parative Philology: The Study of Sanscrit. By 

rot. H. Oldenverg, of the University ot Kie 

—a, Sanscrit Research; 0, From Jones to Las- 
sen; c, The Discovery of the Veda; ad, The In- 
terpretation of the Veda; e, The History of the 
Vedic Epoch. 2. Experimental Psychology 
By Prof. Joseph Jastrow, of the University of 
Wisconsin.—a, Aspects of Modern Psychology; 
d. Psychology in Germany; ¢, Psychology in 
France and Italy; @, Psychology in Great Brit- 
ain and the United States. 3. Old Testament 
History: or, The Rise of the people of Israel. 
By Prof. C. H. Cornell, of the University of 
Koni sberg as The Traditions of the People of 
Israel; 0, The Migrations of tbe Tribes of 
israel; c, The Conquest of Palestine and the 
Kingdom ofIsrael. With especial introductions 
by Professors Oldenberg and Cornell, and pref- 
atory remarks by the editor of the Open 
Court. Elegant cloth binding. Price, 75c. 


The Ethical Problem. By Dr. Paul 
Carus. Three Lectures, delivered before the 
Society for Ethical Culture of Chicago at the 
inwitation of the Baard of Trustees: 1. Ethics, 
a Science; 2. The Data of Ethics; 3. The The- 
ories of Ethics. 112 pages, cloth. Price, 50c. 


On Double Consciousness. Experimental 
PsychologicalStudies. By Alfred Binet. Table 
of contents: 1. Introductory; Experimental 
Psychologyin France, 2. Proof of Double Con- 
sciousness in Hysterical Individuals. 3. The 
Relations between the Two Consciousnesses of 
Hysterical Individuals. 4. The Hysterical Eye. 
5. Mechanism or Subconsciou-ness? 6. The 
Graphic Method and the Doubling of Conscious- 
ness. 7. Tho Intens ty of Subconscious States. 
8, The Role of Suggestion in Phenomena of 
Double Consciousness. 9. Double Conscious- 


ness in Health. 93 pages, paper. Price, 50c. 
The Lost Manuscript. A Novel. By 
Gustave. Freytag. A handsome, elegantly 


bound edition of this famous and popular Ger- 
man romance. The author writes as a motto 
for the American edition: "A noble buman 
life does not end on earth with death. It con- 
tinuesin the minds and deeds of friends, as well 
as in the thoughts and the activit. of the na- 
tion.” In two octavo volumes; boxed. Price, $4. 


Diseases of Personality. By Th. Ribot. 
Authorized translation. Treating of the foljow- 
ing subjects: 1. Nature of, Personality and 
consciousness. 2. Organic Diso ders. 3. Emo- 
tional Disorders. 4. Intellectual Troubles. 5. 

Dissolution of the Personality. Cloth, 75c. 


The Soul of Man. An Investigation of 
the Facts of Physiological and Experimental 
Psychology. ByDr.PaulCarus. With 152Tlus- 
trative Cuts and Diagrams. Price $3, pages 480. 
Printed on extra fine paper, handsomely bound 
in cloth. The subject-matter of the work is 
divided into the following sections: 1. The 
Philosophical Problem, of Mind. 2. The Rise of 
Organic Life, 3. Physiological Pacts of Brain- 
Activity. 4. The Immortality of the Race and 
the Data of Propagation. 5. The Investiga- 
tions of Experimental Psychology. 6. The Eth- 


ical and Religious Aspects of Soul-Life. 
‘Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York 


ihe Sunday Question. 


A HISTORICAL AND CRITICAL REVIEW, 
WITH REPLIES TO AN OBJECTOR. 
By GEORGE W. BROWN, M.D. 


Price, - ~ - ft es 15 cents 

Essay on Wiiracles. 
By DAVID HUME, . 

Be ost. 


Pyles = a % oo 


in habit. 


Tae history of intellectual progress is 


written in the lives of Infidels.—Jngersoll, 


` Mantar involution shows another phasé 
Habits are well-knit associa- 


tions. ‘They make ts machines, com- 


mitted forever to a determined manner of 
acting and thinking. A habit is itself a 
mental bias. 


Stereotyped and inherited, 
it becomes instinct, where we see the full 


fruition of the involution movement and 


the dead level of automatism. From this 
point of view, instinct has been well 
called: ‘* lapsed intelligence,” if by intelli- 


gence we mean power to adapt ourselvs 


to new surroundings and to avail ourselvs 
of new impressions. Habit is opposed to 
progress, Jn history, our reformers— 
Jesus, Savonarola, .Luther—hav- been 
habit-breakers. Genius, too, is only the 
name of that disposition which rebels 
against the law of mental involution, 
breaks away from systems, and goes out 
in search of the objectiv truths of nature. 
Thus, side by side with the involution 
movement, we find the evolution move- 
ment. In the animal kingdom, it is rep- 
resented by the persistent but mysterious 
tendency toward variation; in human 
history, by the comet-like appearance of 
the reformer; in art, by the lawless prod- 
uct of genius. All these are factors in the 
upward world-movement which saves us 
from the stagnation of the relentless law of 


habit.—Professor Patrick on the Pey- 


chology of Prejudice. 


Tux attempt at theocratic organization 
appeared atan early period, both in the acts 
of the court of Rome, and in those of the — 
clergy in general; but, from the commence- 
ment, such obstacles were thrown in its 
way, that, even initsgreatest vigor, it never 
had the power to overcome them. . . . 
When the church aspired to dominion, it 
had to encounter the pride and the resist- 
ance of the feudal nobility. Europe is 
greatly indebted to the Jaic members of 
the feudal system in the eleventh century: 
the reople were almost completely subju- 
gated by the church; sovereigns could 
scarcely protect themselvs from its domi- 
nation: the feudal nobility alone would 
never submit to its yoke, would never giv 
way to the power of the clergy. ... . 
The feudal nobility always considered 
themselvs as not only independent of the 
church, ‘but as its superior—as alone 
called upon to possess, and in reality to 
govern, the country; they were-willing al- 
ways to liv on good terms with the clergy, 
but at the same time insisting that each 
should perform his own part, the one not 
infringing upon the duties of the other. 
During many centuries it was the lay 
aristocracy who maintained the independ- 
ence of society with regard to the church; 
they boldly defended it when the. sover- 
eigns and the people were subdued. They 
were the first to oppose, and probably 
contributed more than any other power to 
the failure of the attempt at a theocratic or- 
ganization of society.—Gwuizot’s History 
of Civilization. 


STILL another development of the theo- 
logical spirit, mixed with professional ex- 
clusivness and mob prejudice, wrought 
untold injury [to the science of medicin]. 
Even to those who had become so far 
emancipated from allegiance to fetich 
cures as to consult physicians, it was for- 
bidden to. consult those who, as a rule, 
were the best. From a very early period 
of European history the Jews had taken 
the lead in medicin; their share in found- 
ing the great schools of Salerno and Mont- 
pelier we hav already noted; and in all 
parts of Europe we find them acknowl- 
edged leaders in the healing art. The 
church authorities, enforcing the spirit of 
the time, were especially severe against 
those benefactors; that men who openly 
rejected the means of salvation, and whose 
souls were undeniably lost, should heal 
the elect, seemed an insult to providence; 
preaching friars denounced them from 
the pulpit, and the rulers in state and 
church, while frequently secretly con- 
sulting them, openly proscribed them. 
Popes Eugene IV., Nicholas V., and 
Calixtus III., especially forbade Chris- 
tians to employ them. The councils of 
Beziers and Alby in the thirteenth cent- 
ury, the council of Avignon in the four- 
teenth, the synod of Bamberg and the 
bishop of Passau in the fifteenth, with 
many Others, expressly forbade the faith- 
ful to call Jewish physicians or surgeons, 
under penalty of excommunication; such. 
great preachers as John Geyler a: d John. 
Herolt thundered from the pulpit against. . 
them and all who consulted them. As 
late as the middle of the seventeenth. 
century, when the city council of Hall, in 
Wurtemberg, gave some privileges to a 
Jewish physician ‘‘on account of his ad- 
mirable experience and skill,” the clergy 
of the city joined in a protest, declaring 
that ‘‘it were better to die with Ghrist 
than to be cured by a Jew doctor aided by 
the devil.”—Fx-President White of Cor- 


nell University. 
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Thomas Paine’s Works. 


: , k 


Age of Reason. Pap., 2856c. 

` € copies for $1; clo., 50c. 

Age of Reason and Examina. 

ion of the Prophecies 
Pap., 40c.; clo., 75c. ; 
Apostle of Political and Re 
igious Liberty. (Life.) By 
z gous Liberty, (hife Pap. 
50c.3 clo., 750. $ . 

Common Sense. Written ir 

1776. 5c. s 

Crisis. Written During Am 
Revolution. Pap., 40c.; clo., 75c. 

Great Works. 8vo. 800 pp., 
clo., $3; leather, $4; moroceu 
gilt edges, $4.50. 

| Life of. By J. E. Remsburg 
Port. Pap., 50c. 

Life of. With Remarks on 
Comte and Rousseau.. By C 
‘Blanchard. Pap., 40c.; clo., witk 

ortrait, 60c. > 

Life of. With Explanatory 
Observations. By G. Vale. Por. 
raib. 


paper, 22x28, a wos 
Political and Religious Re- 
former. By B. F. Under- 
wood. 10c. - 
Political: Works: ‘“‘ Common 
“Rights of 
Man.” $1.59. 


Rights of Man. Answer to 
Burke’s Attack on French Revo- 
ution. Pap.,40c.; clo.,75c. , 
Testimonials to His Merits. 
Compiled by J. N. Moreau. 10c. 
Theological Works: ‘‘Age oi 
Reason,” “ Examination of Proph- 
ecies,” etc., with Life of Paine 
and steel port. $1.50. 
Vindication of, Reply to N.Y. 


i kJ 
— 
i Observer. By R.Q. Ingersoll. 10e 


Address The Truth Seeker Companr¥. 


EJ 


FREETHINKERS’ PICTORIAL TEXT-BOOK, 


= SHOWING 


a $ = ey) 


THE ABSURDITY AND UNTRUTHFULs 
NESS OF THE OHUROH’s CLAIM 
TO BE A DIVINE AND BENEFi- 
CENT INSTITUTION, AND RE- 
VEALING THE ABUSES 
OF A UNION OF 
OHUROH AND 


18 5 Full~Page 
Illustrations. 
WITH COPIOUS CITATIONS 
FACTS, 
HISTORY, 
STATISTICS, - 


OPINIONS or SCHOL- 
ARS 
TO MAINTAIN THE ARGUMENT OF 
THE ARTIST. 


DESIGNS BY WATSON RES? OX 
WITH PORTRAIT Of 
THE DESIGNER. 


(a 


The illustrations are classified as follows: 


fepresent Uncle Sam and the Priests. 2 represent Samples of Christianity’s Work, 
oe The Church Robbing the People. 5 me Missionaries. 
ae Thanksgiving. The Lord’s Instruments. 
x Sabbath Laws. Bible Doctrines and Their Resulga 
Children and the Church. ss The Church and Slavery. 
be Woman and the Church. is Priests and Politics. 
oe The Church and Thomas Paine. “ Ireland and the Church. 
bis Studies in Natural History. ae Church’s Idea of Civilization. 
bid The Bible and Science. The Uses of the Cross. 
oe The Clergy and Their Flocks, Unkind Reflections on the Chare. 


-P pa 
BOO ES Sr 02> B9 E DO 
eee 


= Piety in Our Penitentiaries. Persecutions of the Church. 
= The Atonement Scheme. s Some Allegories. 
a The Lord and His Works. z Heaven. 
ayer. ell. 
“n The Creeds. * Miscellaneous. 


beat Saha idite -T alaa 3 


%8 Christians and Mohammedans. 


A most extraordinary publication. We venture the assertion that nothin, 
fore appeared in this country, and it is very doubtful if another one like it 
shed. We must give the Truth Seeker Company the credit of putting the book in the reach of all. 
At twice the price it would have beenacheap book. Artist Heston as a portrait-painter and de 
signer is a wonderful success, and we judge from our own feelings that nearly every Liberal ir 
America will desire a copy of this moet wonderful volume.—[(Freethinkers’ Magazine. 


like it has ever be 
ever again be pub 


Mr. Heston flpse es to be called the artist-hero of Liberalism. Hoe has dedicated his genius % 

Freethought, and iaa done faithful and noble werk for the cause of right and truth. Bet the pict 

ures do not make up the whole of this volume. There are nearly two hundred pages of reading 

matter that. serve first as explanations of the illustrations, and secondly as texts to prove the utter 

“alsity of the church’s professions and the hypocrisy of those who aphold them. Altogether the 

cok is one of the best weapons against Christianity and the church thes hss ever boan pit in the 
da of Freethinkers.—[Bostun Investigator. - 


Price, board covers, $2; eleth, $2-8Q- 
Adrem Tho Wrata Seakan 


FILE BINDERS. 


Those who preserve the volumes of THE TRUTA 
SEEKER need a File Binder, which we will send on 
receipt of one dollar. 


POPES AND THEIR DOINGS. 


AGOOUNT OF 
Vicars of Christ and Vicegerents of God, 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents, - 


i $i 
Lithograph of. Heavy plate: 


a 
* 
By 
S. W.POOTB. 


a 
** 


Being true accounts of the passing away of the 
following persons, thus refuting the many Chris- 
tian slanders upon them and others: 7 

ord Amberley, John Baskerville, Pierre Bayle, 
Jeremy Bentham, Paul Bert, Lord Bolingbroke, 
Francois Broussais, Giordano, Bruno, Henry 
Thomas Buckle, Lord Byron, Richard Carlisle, 
William Kingdon Clifford, Anacharsis Clootz, An- 
thony Collins. Auguste Comte, Condorcet, Robert 
Cooper, D’Alembert, Danton, Charles Darwin, 
rasmus Darwin, Delambre, Denis Diderot, 
Etienne Dolet, George Eliot, Frederick the Great, 
Gambetta, Garibaldi, Isaac Gendre, Gibbon. 
Godwin, Goethe, Grote, Helvetius, Henry Heth- 
erington, Hobbes, Austin Holyoake, Victor Hugo, 
Hume, Littre Harriet Martineau, Jean Meslier, 
James Mill, Joan Stuart Mill, Mirabeau, Robert 
Owen. Thomas Paine, Courtlandt Palmer, Rabe- 
lais, Winwood Reade, Madame Rolari, George 
Sand, Schiller, Shelley, Spinoza, Strauss, John 


Toland, Vanini, Volney, Voltaire, James Watson, 
John Watts, Thomas Woolston. 
Price, 25 cents. ddress 


THY TROP ARERR. 


A SHORT 


HISTORY OF THE BIBLE, 


BEING 


A Popular Account of the Formatlon and Development 
of the Canon. 


By BRONSON D. KEELER. 


Cortents: The Hebrew Canon. The New Tes- 
tament. The Early Controversies. The Books ai 
First Not Considered Inspired. Were the Fathers 
Competent? The Fathers Quoted as ‘ cripture 
Books Which are Now Called Apocryphal. The 
Heretics. The Christian Canon. 

Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


SCIENCE VS, RELIGION, 


OR, THE 
Conflict between Reason and Superstition. 
By T, C. WIDDICOMBE, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


Price, 10 cents. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


IRON-CLAD AND MANNA SERIES, 


IRON-CLAPD SERIES.. 


1 Atonement. Charles Bradlaugh............. 5 
2 Secuiar Responsibility. G.J. Holyoake..... 5 
4 Influence of Christianity on Civilizatior. 


F. Harrison...... 15 


12 ‘fyhdail’s Belrast Inangural, and Fo: trait.. 25 
13 Essays on Miracles. David Hume........... i 
14 }.and Question. Charles Bradlvugh........ 5 
15 Were Adam and Eve Our tirst Paren:s? 
Charles Bradlaugh..........c..eeeseeeeeeee 5 


16 Why Vo Men Starve? Charles Bradlaugh.. 5 
18 A Plea for Atheism. Charles Rridlaugh... 
19 Large or Small Families? A. Holyoake..... 5 
20 superstitio Displayed, with a Letter of 
William Pitt. Austin Holyoake,...... 
41 Defense of Secular Frincip'es. C: Watts.... 
22 Is the bible Reliable? Charles Watts 
23 ‘Lhe Christian Deity. 
24 Moral Value of th_ Bible. e. 
25 Freethought and Mod. Progress. Wats... 
26 Christianity: Its Nature and Influence on 
Civilization. Charles Watts iaa Agea ah 
28 Thoughts on Atheism. Austin Holvoake... 
29 Is there a Moral Governor of the Universe? 
Austin Holvoake......... .... 5 
30 Philosophy of Secularism. Charles Watts.. 5 
5 


88 Is There a God? Charles Bradlaus-h 
89 Labor’s Prayer. Charles Bradlaugh 
40 t overty: Its Cause and Cure. M.G. 
42 Science and Bible Antagouistix. 
43 Christian Scheme-of Redemption. C. Watts 5 
44 Logic ef Death: or, Why Sh uld the Atheist 
Fear to Die? By G. J. Holyoake ses 10 
47 Poverty: Its Effects on the Politi-al Condi-" 
tion of the People. Charles Bradlaugh.. 5 


MANNA SERIES. 


anda Chinese Mandar:n ..._..... ra |) 
7 Queries Sut mitted to the Bench of Bishops 
by a Weak but Zeslous Christian... 0 
§ Search After Heaven and Hell. 
OBO yds jarciss, Sh A E 
9 New Life of Jonah. Chas. Br 5 
i A Few Word- about the Devil 5 
11 New," ife of Jacob ; 5 
12 Daniel, the Dreamer. Austin Holyoak: 0 


13 Spe: imen of the Bible: Esther. 
14 Acts of the Apostie-: A Fa’ ce. A. H... 
15 Luicrons Aspects of Christianity. A.H... 10 
Charles Bradlaugh 


-1 
Holyoake. 10 
rrr re |!) 


crore 


19 New Life of Ab"aham. Charles Bradlaugh. 5 
Charles Bradlaugh .... 5 


On orders for Iron-Clad and Manna we will send 
$1.10 worth for $1; $2.50 worth for $2; $5 worth 
for $3. and $10 worth for $5. | 


1.50 will now buy a reliable AMERI. 
AN WATCH in strongGOLD PLATED & 
Dust Proof Case. Will not vary a min- Ù 
utein 30days; Is as durable as any watch 
made. FULLY GUARANTEED. 

Ithas AMERICAN patent lever MOVEMENT, 


ja] CHARM. AGENTS & Storekeepers send for TERMS. 
Catalogue of 1000 new articles FREE, ` 
ROBERT H. INGERSOLL & BRO, © 
65 CORTLANDT ST., MEW YORK CITY. 


431. 


CHEAP EDITION. 


Travels in Faith. 


Being the story, of his mental journey from 
orthodoxy to Rationalism. 


Price, paper, 25 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Is Controversy Dangerous? 


= By W. F. JAMIESON. 


This little book goes down to the very bed- 
o; 


rock of human liberty. 
Price, - - - - 25 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


The Colonel Ingersoll Souvenir, 


THE MOST ARTISTIC SPOON MADE.’ 
STERLING SILVER, MASSIVE, BEAUTIFUL. 


Given Away. 


In order to introduce this most artistic of all 
Souvenirs, Ishall present to all patrons who favor 
me With au order for goods, to the amount of 
$20, one of the above spoons, my price $2.50, but 
guaranteed » finer spoon than sold elsewhere for 
$3 And for every additional $20, an additional 
spoon. Or with an order for $10 worth of goods 
I will supply the spoon for $1. 


THE INGERSOLL SOUVENIR 
Is made in the following variety: 


Tea Spoons, Ovidized. 


} each $2.50 
10 ounces wer doz., 


es Oxidized, } “3.00 
14 ounces per doz., 
Oxidized, 
“ s gilt bowl, “ 800 
10 ounces per doz., 
Oxidized, 
s t sectional gilt, “3.50 
10 ounces per doz., 
Orange ‘ Oxidized, plain bowl, ~“ 275 
be “ cy gilt (2 k (3 3.25 
Sugar * “ satin “ 3.00 
ty “ “ gilt “ “ 3.50 


The $2 50 Tea is also supplies etched in bowl, 
‘The Time To Be H: ppyl Now,” or other mot- 
tors, or names. tor fifty cents extra. Parties en- 
titled to spoons may, upon paying difference ia 
price, select any other spoon from above list. 

My stock embraces everything usually kept in 
first class jewelry stores. Diamonds guaranteed 
20 per cent below regular market price. Watches 
of every description, Chains, Rings, Ne klaces, 
Jewelry, Silver ana Plated Ware, Optical Goods 
Ba ges, Gold Pirs, Etc.’ And $1,000 will be paid 
for proof tbat I hav advanced my prices ahove 
lowest prices nublished in any of my l»test price- 
lists, on account ot the above liberal offer. 

(If Freethought Badges are preferred the $2.50 
may be so applied.) . 

OTTO WETTSTEIN, 

(Established 1857) Rochelle, TH., 
Designer of The Perfected “Otto Wettstein” 
Watch; the Beautiful Ingersoll Spoon; the Popu- 
lar Freethought Badge. 


Send for pricelists, cards in colora and gold of 
badge. tracts, etc.. free. 


i OBTAINED, 
ee eee, 


Š Terms Easy. 
fhirty-five years’ experience Examinations and Re- 
ports free. Prompt attention, Send Drawing and do 
aeription to T. Raaarr & Mn, Atty’a Washington De 


yY D 


A i 


THe NOTED SPECIALIST, 
For Men Only, 


is a physician of a wide and extensive practice, 
and his remedies are of the best. The Doctor 
treats all those peculiar diseases of young and 
middle-aged men, as the result of youthful errors 
and excesses, causing Harly Decay, Loss of Man- 
hood, Wasting Discharges, Varicocele, Mental 
and, Passio Debility, Idiocy, Insanity, and 
eath, 

To those afflicted and who are desirous of being 
cured & booklet of some 33 pages will be sent ta 
their address for ten cents, sealed in a plain 
envelope, giving causes and Symptems of the 
Complaint and a description of the Doctor's im- 
portant medical discovery—an Outward Applica- 
tion—a positive cure—the only remedy of the 
kind in existence—with evidences of success. 

ddress, - DR. R. P, FELLOWS, 
7 Vineland, N. š. 
you saw this advertisement in TRE 
EEKER. , 
Dr Fellows is an Infidel. 


And sa 
TRUTH 


Lu 269 tebule ERE 


STOMACH, LIVER 
ano BOWELS, tane 


RIPANS TABULES. 


SULD BY PETTAIR 4 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, JULY 8, 1893. 


SO fa a 


ST ool Ht 


| 


ye my [hI 


JERRY GETS A MESSAGE FROM HIS JOSS. 
And it came-to pass after ten days, that the word of the Lord came unto Jeremiah.—Jere. xlii. 7. 


“A Digest of Science.” 


THE DYNAMIC THEORY OF LIFE AND MIND: 


An attempt to show that all Organic Beings are both Con- 


structed and Operated by the Dynamic Agencies 
of their respective Environments. 


By JAMES B. ALEXANDER. 


+ 
Over 400 illustrations, 87 chapters, 1,067 pages, and a 3-column index of 11 pages. 
` Price, express prepaid by us, only $2.75. 


This work endeavors to embrace the field covered by thousands of books, such as those of the 
ee Humboldt Library ‘of Science,” the “International Scientific Series,” etc., by bringing together, in 
simple and direct form, with proper correspondence between them, all of the known factors con- 
tributing toward the origin and evolution of organic beings. 


Do you wish to be well informed? THEN BEAD A CHAPTER OB VERSE DAILY FROM THIS BIBLE OF 


SCIENCE! i 
It is entertaining as well as enlightening, and will lead you to “ worth-ship” (worship) nature 
—i. €., appreciate the worth of the Universal Mother. 


You must own this book some day: why not NOW? ; 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


-John E. Remsburg’s Works. 


False. Claims. Revised and Enlarged. 
“As a Missionary Document it is unexcelled. Among the subjects considered by Mr. 
Remsburg are: ‘Ihe Church and Morality; Criminal Statistics, showing the creeds of the pris- 


i itentiaries; the Church and Civilization; the Church and Science; the Church 
gee aie: the Ohureh and Liberty; the Courch and the Antislavery Reform i the Woman’s 
Rights Movement; the Temperance Reform; the Church and the Republic. Price, 10 cents 
singly; 75 cents per dozen. 


Bible Morals. Twenty Crimes and Vices Sanctioned by 
Scripture; Falsehood and Deception; Cheating; Theft and Robbery; Adultery and Prostitu- 
tion; Murder; Wars of Conguest and Extermination; Despotism; Intolerance and Persecu- 
tion: Injustice to Woman; Unkindness to Children; Cruelty to Animals; Human Sacrifices; 
Cannibalism: Slavery; Witchcraft; Polygamy; Intemperance; Poverty and Vagrancy; Igno- 
range and Idiocy; Price, single copies, 25 cents; 6 copies, $1. Special discount 
on larger quantities. 


Sabbath-Breaking. This is the best and most thorough work 

ever written on the Sabbath from a rational point of view. Large and handsome print. The 

uestion is dis: ussed under the folowing heads: Origin of the Sabbatic Idea; the Jewish 

Sabbath: the Christian Scriptures and the Sabbath; Examination of Sunday Arguments; 

Origin of the Christian Sabbath; Testimony of the Christian Fathers; the Sabbath during 

the Middle Ages; the Puritan Sabbath: Testimony of Christian Reformers, Scholars, and 
Divines; Abrogation of Sunday Laws. Price, 25 cents; 6 copies $1. 


Image Breaker. Six Lectures: 


i f Faith: Protestant Intolerance; Washington an Unbeliever; Jefferson an Un- 
ilies Baino and Wesley; Christian Sabbath. Hach 5 cents; bound, paper, 25 cents; per 


doz., 40 cents. 
Thomas Paine. Tells the story of the Author-Hero’s Life, 


i leading traits of his character and genius, and vindicates his name from the 
dolin otan oat upon it. Choice extracts from ‘‘ Common Sense,” “ American Crisis,” " Rights 
of Man,” and "Age of Reason,” are given; also, tributes to Paine’s character from more than 
one hundrod noted persons of Europe and America, many of them written expressly for this 
work. Second edition, 160 pages, printed on fine tinted paper, neatly bound, and containing a 
handsome steel portrait of Paine. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


The Apostle of Liberty. An Address. 


An address delivered in P;ine Hall, bef re the N. E. Freethinkers’s Convention, January 


29, 1884. Price, 10 cents. 
Abraham Lincoln: Was He A Christian? 


For fifteen years Mr. Remsburg has been collecting material for his work, He presents 
an array of testimony that is irresistible and overwhelming, and which must put this question 
at reat forever. In addition to the testimony of twenty witnesses who claim that Lincoln was 
a Christisn, and which is reviewed and refuted, ne adduces the testimony of more than a hun- 
dred witnesses in proof of the claim that Lincoln was not a Christian. These witnesses include 
is wife and other relatives; his three law partners; his private secretaries; members of his 


cabinet; his principal biographers, and scores of Lis most intim te friends. 


bscenity. 


For all the above works address THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 


28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


EAGLE BRAND. 


— THE BEST—— 


ROOFING 


Is unequaled for house, barn, factory, or out- 


buildings, and costs half the price of shingles, 


tin, or iron. It is ready for use, and is easily ap- 
plied by anyone. Send stamp for samples, and 


state size of roof. 


EXCELSIOR PAINT AND ROOFING CO. 
Dept. 10, 155 Duane St., New York. 
13618 


“owes SHELL 


From Things heard and seen in the Spiritual World, by 


EMANUEL „SWEDENBORG; 
THE LAST JUDCMENT, 


as witnessed by him in 1757. 
Both books (the first in cloth 375 pp. and the second in paper 
108 pp.) sent by mail for $1.00. Address ezactly J 
Am. Swedenborg Printing & Publishing Sooiety, 
Dept. 664.92 20 COOPER UNION, N. Y. CITY. 


6teowl7 


RELIGION NOT HISTORY. 


Examination of the Morals and History 
of the New Testament. 
By Pror. F. W. WewMan, Price 25 sents. 


THE SABBATH. 


By M, FARRINGTON, : 


4 Thorough Examination and Ref- 
ulation of the Claims of the 
Sabbatarians. 

Pries = a 


MEDICAL. 


If you need a medicine pay attention to some- 
thing which will cure you. It is known as 


The Water of Life, 


and is adapted to curing, more especially, all 
forms of Stomach, Liver. Kidney, and Bladder 
troubles. By injecting this water it will heal all 
sorts of inflammations of theinternal organs, such 
cases as Piles, Typhoid and other fevers Bowel 
diseases, Uterine and other forms of Female 
Complaints. Itis a Blood Purifier, and is an ex- 
cellent remedy for Catarrh and Lung and Throat 
inflammations. It will heal the nerves, restorin 
lost vigor of mind and body, creating a goo 
appetite and producing sound sleep. It arts 
steadily upon the urine, cleansing the blood by 
means of the kidneys, snd acts mildly upon the 
bowels, thereby producing bodily habits which 
are so essential to good health. This 


Water of Life 


is sold absolutely pure, as it is pumped from 
the spring, without the addition of any drug 
whatever. Itis Nature's Remedy, pure and sim- 
ple, and nota manufactured article. The + uccess 
it has achieved has come mostly from its friends 
who hav been cured by using it. Send for a 

amphlet free, containing photo-engraved let- 
ers and recommendations from those who have 
used it, giving a forty-page history and all par- 
ticulars about this remarkable water, to 


J. R. PERRY, Manager, 
34 South Main Street, Wilkesbarre, Pa. 


20 centa. 


6m12 


Jows of the Dook. 


Ir is being heralded abroad as a sig- 
nificant fact that in a fire which consumed a 
theater at Sheffield, Eng., a Bible would 
not burn. 


Wut the ancient Church of Romano 
at Borisoglebsk, Russia, was crowded 
with pilgrims who had come to take part 
in a religious procession, an alarm of fire 
caused & panic in which one hundred and 
fifty persons were trampled to death. 


An Albany, N. Y., telegram says that, 
acting under the attorney-general’s con- _ 
struction of the law prohibiting sports on 
the first day of the week, the state fish and 
game cOmmission will instruct fish and 

‘ame protectors to prohibit fishing on 

unday. 


Av Reading, Pa., Pietro Buccieri, who 
murdered Sister Hildaberta for some 
reason still unexplained, was hanged on 
the 29th ult. Fathers Isorelli and Janau- 
skiewicz administered his spiritual counsel 
which, dispatches say,. ‘‘ was received 
very devoutly.” 


Tue Russian government is striving to 
prevent its subjects from attending the 
orld’s Fair, being afraid that they will 
learn something. The Russian press is 
lying about it and Chicago preposterously. 
n Odessa Gaze’s tourist tickets are not 
allowed to be sold. : 


Ex-POSTMASTER-GENERAL WaANAMAKER, 
with two associates, Brown and Pratt, are 
pushing their suit to close the World’s 
Fair on Sundays. They allege that their 
interests as stockholders would be injured 
by keeping it open and returning the pift 
of Congress, as the Sunday admission fees 
would not cover this loss. They fear dam- 
age, too, from the reduction of Sunday 
admission to twenty-five cents that has 
been proposed. Last Sunday the attend- 
ance was larger than on any preceding 
one. Religious services were held on the 
grounds. ; 


‘THe publication Printers’ Ink, which . 
was charged third-class postage by Wana- 
maker on the ground that it was an adver- 
tising sheet only, has won its legal fight 
against this ruling and will hereafter pay 
but second-class rates. Its publishers, 
in the original plea against Wanamaker’s 
decision, showed that it was of exactly 
identical nature with Book News, the 
periodical] issued by the postmaster-general 
himselfand admitted to second-class rates. 
Printers’ Ink has expended $30,000 in 
unjust postal charges. 


Tre South Caroling Jaw making the 
state the monopolist of the liquor trade, 
one of the oddest ever passed, went into. 
effect on the 1st. The government had -- 
provided itself with stock worth $300,000. 
Jé will sell only absolutely pure liquor. 
The cheapest prices will be $3 a gallon, 
75 cents a quart, 40 cents a pint, and 20 
cents a half-pint. It is expected that 
there will be difficulty in suppressing 
private selling. A large part of the people 
are Opposed to the law. But Governor 
Tillman vows to stamp out all the ‘‘blind 
tigers” started, at whatever cost. As 
Charleston could establish no government 
dispenser, owing to inability to furnish 
the required signatures of two-thirds of 
the citizens, its inhabitants previous to 
the ist inst. laid in stocks to last six. 
months. Most think thet that is as long 
as the law will last. 


Tux pardon of the imprisoned Anarch- 
ists by Governor Altgeld of Illinois is re- 
ceiving furious denunciations. The press 
says that it was done to win him the labor 
vote, but that he shall never hold office 
again. He was born in Prussia and came 
here a boy. He is charged with partiality 
for foreign interests. He cannot, it is 
said, ‘‘forget that he is of foreign birth, 
and foreign ideas are at all times domi- 
navt in his mind. He looksupon America 
as a place in which to make money, not as 
a place in which to make a home and sur- 
roand it with such precautions as will in- 
sure peace and happiness. Itis probable 
that the governor would bav developed- 
into an out-and-out Anarchist if his lucky 
real-estate speculations had not turned the 
course of his natural tendencies.” It is 
charged, besides this, that he won part of 
his fortune through dishonest dealings, 
His Socialistic leanings, critics say, hav 
not moved his selfish nature to share his 
millionaire fortune with the poor. The 
point most urged against his action is that 
it is presented by him not as an exercise 
of clemency but as a presumptuous inva- 
sion of the province of the judiciary, for 
he reviews the proceedings of the judge 
and jury at great length and in a partisan 
tone, and usurps their functions. His 
impeachment is suggested. On the other 
hand, the opposit party is supporting his 
course with reasonings equally numer- 
ous. 
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Old Testament Stories Darwin and After Darwin, 


An Exposition of the Darwinian Theory. 
By Guorer J. ROMANES, 


C Í ll (t j 
Ormi ca > y I llus Í al { € d A syatomatic Exposition of what may be termed 
e the Darwinism of Darwin, and intended to be of 


service to the general reader rather than v0 pro- 
$ fossed naturalists. 
_ Mr. Romanes is well known as one of the most 
interesting of English writers mop eyolution, 
besides ranking with Professor uxley in scien- 
tific knowledge and ability. And this is a part of 
his conclusion regarding the great subject of 
/ T W IL L Design. to which the church so often refers: 

Thus whether we look to the facts of adapta- 
i tion ot to those of beauty, everywhere through- 
out organic nature we ‘meet with abundant 
CO evidence of natural causation, while nowhere do 
R N E R we meet with any independent evidence of 
supernatural design... - |» Adaptation and 
beauty are alike receiving their explanation at 

the hands of a purely mechanical philosophy. . . 
TH E AlI nature has thus been transformed before the 


ip 


<“ JT WILL 


MAKE You 


view of the present generation in a manner and 
to an extent that has never before been possible; 
and inasmuch as the change which has taken 
place has taken plave in the direction of natural- 


| 

i s ANAN PARSO N Pm and this to the extent of rendering the 
=) WW zi mechanical interpretation of nature universal, it 
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, LAUGH. 


RAU 
pin“ d i ; g a E pat 
j | By WATSON HESTON, — EEE 
; The Stories Humorously Told—And Hard Facts E Goat sa, Price, cloth, $2. 
| Given Concerning the Origin and Authenticity of the 40 0 Pages. 2 0 0 Full~Page Address, ' THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
' Old Testament—A Page of Text to Each Picture. Pictures. —— B00 KS B y <= 


: CON TENEN PROF. FELIX L. OSWALD. 


Sustaining a Theory, Jacob and Esau Jephthah and His Human Sacrifret. 
l Seme Giants, Joseph the Man of Dreams, Sem n the Strong, The Bible of Nature: A Contribution 
: The Adventures and Work ef Noah, Holy Moses, -Ruth and Boaz, to the Religion of the Future. Cloth: So sisi 
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S, P. Putnam’s Latest Pamphlet, 


RELIGION A CURSE, | 
RELIGION A DISEASE, 
N RELICION A LIE. 


Dedicated to the American Congress, of 1893, which for the sake of Religion, Stabbed Liberty 
to the Heart. 


A work burning with indignation inspired by the Congressional act closing the World’s Fair 
on Sunday—an act which practicaliy united the government and the Christian church. 


To which is added Mr. Paotnam’s address delivered before the Colnmbian 
Exposition Committee of the Honse of Representatives against Sanday closing. 


Also the following Essays and Poems by Mr. Putnaw, which have neyer before been put in 
book form: Orthodoxy; Freethought; Man, Not God (written fora Paine anniversary); The Statue 
of Liberty and Thomas Paine; a poem written for the-opening exercises of the Silverton, Ore., Free- 
thought Hall; Death and Life; The Golden Age; Shut the Door (a poem on the closing of the 
Centennial Exposition in Philadelphia, in 1876). z ei 

The main essayin this work is one of the strongest arraignments ever made of the religion 
which cramps and fetters the minds of the paople of this country. It should be distributed widely. 
Is has been commended in the highest terms as it appeared in ‘Tae TRUTH SEEKER and we hope every 
reader will bny a copy to lend his neighbor and arouse thought. 


Price 2 cents; Five coptes for $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York City. 


DESIGN ARGUMENT FALLACIES, 


A. Refutation of the Argument That Nature Exhibits 
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SYNOPSIS: 


I, The Design Argument Vitiates Itself By Necessitating an Infinite Series of Designers. 
IL If There Were a Designer He Could Not Be Beneficent. 5 

IL. If There Were One He Could Not Be Wise, for 

His Processes Are Egregiously Slow, 

They Are Egregionsly Wasteful, 

They Often Serve No Use, 

TV. What Is Called Desi The Heva Produced Fanlty Hapa ert 

e at Is Called Design Is y Subserviency; an e Watch itimate. 

V. What Actualiy Did Cause So-Called Design. enous Mier 

VI. Astronomy and Design. 

VII. The Argument of a 
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A NEW BOOK.--AND A MOST ORIGINAL ONE 


The Creation of God. 


By DR. JACOB HARTMANN. 


An explanation of the origin of the God Idea, and the mental processes that led to the formation 
of idols and the worship of them. From the time of Terah’s apostasy, Abraham’s reformation and 
his banishment for heresy and blasphemy against the Chaldean idols,to Christ’s coming, the prinGi- 
palcharacters 2re analyzed aud shown to be human, by thought and deed. It is made plain that the 
eculiar phraseology, cant sayings, subterfuges, miracles, wonder-workings, and supernatural pad- 
ing are the proper offspring of the then existing barbarism, ignorance, and superstition, constitut- 
ing the peculiar politics of the day. ; y 


CONTENTS. IN DETAIL: . 


The Universal Aspect. Elimination of Waste Substances, 

The Earth. Io General. 
The Chemical Aspect. By the pungs, 
The Sun, . t P, ., By the Kidneys. 
Genesis—The Creation. Digestion and Nutrition. 


Genesis—The Garden of Eden. 

The Deluge. . 

The Scriptural God—The Creation. 

The Creation of God—Abraham. 
Moses—Confirmation of the Idea of God. 
Samuel the Kingmaker. 

God Save the King. 


The Elementary Substances. ' 
Alcohol and Its Effects on the System. 
The Soul—What Is It? 


Sin and Salvation. 
The Ecclesiastical Kindergarten. 
Rational Review. Í 


The Mind. 


Jehovah Takes a Rest. Visions—Bible Dreams— Revelations. 
The End of National Life. The Planetary Gods. 
The Christian Era. Every Man His Own God. 


Organic Life—Vegetable. Tables {Gateways to Knowledge. 


Morals; Whence They Spring. 


Organic Life—Animal. The Non Credo 
: The Master Tissues. : .. 
The Muscular Tissues. Rules for Human Conduct. 
The Nervous Tissues. ILLUSTRATIONS. 


Map of the Intellectual Faculties—The Mind. 
Map of Theological Retrogression. 
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AN AGNOSTIC’S VIEW. 


Contents: The Christian Dogma of Salvation; The Christian’s Belief; Why Was 


the Resurrection a Secret Affair? The Age of a Story Does Not Prove Its Truth; 
Pilate’s Attempt to Save the Life of Jesus; Christ Before Herod; A New Indictment 


Against Jesus; Were the Guards Hired by the Priests? Pilate’s Motive for Secreting 
‘the Bodv; Matthew’s Account of the Resurrection; Why the Angel Sat on the Stone; 
Mary’s Visit; Angels; Renan’s Theory; The Disciples Were Deceived; The Identifica- 
tion: The Ascension; Why Dia Jesus Disappear? Other Strange Phenomena; The 


Chief Priests Did Not Believe in Resurrection; What Became of the Roman Guards? 


The Origin of the Story; St. Paul’s Account: St. Paul’s Conversion; A Modern 


f 
Example; The Roman Governors and the Resurrection Story; The Testimony of 


Contemporaneous Writers; Miracle-Workers; Is the Resurrection Well Attested? 


Inspiration; Conclusion. 
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something of Darwin’s work to those who have 
neither the time nor the opportunity to investi- 
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copious index. Price, $2. 
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General Principles. of Government; Functions 
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By A Man Too Busy to. Write One, 


Culled from the Writings of B. R. Tucker. 


This is a big book of over 500 pages, and 
forth the principles of Philosophical emcee 
In fact, it is the d, by the veritable John 
Calvin, of that cult. Mr. Tucker is a mental 
plumb-line hewer,and has the Jeast regard for 
where the chips Yall of any one of the writers of 
that careless camaraderte. Anyone wanting to 
know what the thinking Anarchists think, and 
why they think that way, will have to get one of 
these books in order to know. 


Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 
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at Christianity. 


By R. WHEELER. 


This book is just what its title implies—thum: 
whacks at superstition. It deals with the 


in 
attect of Christianity on the world, showing’ 


what Christians have done to advance their relig- 
ion and impede the progress of man. It shows 
that Jesus was a false prophet, that the gospels 
are not authentic, and that Christianity is a bor- 
rowed system of religion. That the Bible is not 
in accord with Science, that the atonement 
scheme is futile and foolish, and that religion is 
not areal benefit to man. - 


Price, 20 cents, six for $1. 
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THE CONFLICT BETWEEN MENTAL SCIENCE 
AND THEOLOGY. 
By EDCAR C. BEALL, M.0.,: 


with a preface by 
R. G. INGERSOLL. 


This iş the only work of its kind in the litera- 
ture of Freethought. Its arguments are based 
upon scientific phrenology, and appeal directly 
to the reader’s sense of logic and love of justice, 
It is eloquent as well as convincing. 
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tion of Independence; Articles of Confederation; 
Defects of the Confederation; Formation of, the 
Constitution of the United States; Taxation; 
Tariff for Protection; War; Punishment; Mar- 
riage; Religion; Prohibition; Money; What a 
Government Should Be. 

Those who know Col. Kelso’s keen analytical 
power, as shown in his “Bible Analyzed” and 
“ Deity Analyzed,” will realize that in * Govern- 
ment Analyzed” they will hav the bedrock of 
human authority exposed, and will learn what 

overnment is. Whether they will agree with 

is statement of what government is depends 
upon whether they lean to Socialistic or Anarch- 
istic philosophy. But at all events everyone can 
learn something from this book. 

Price, $1.50. Sold by THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
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Materialism vs. Idealism. 

In the debates over. the existence of a God, and 
other points of religion, there is frequently in- 
volved the question of materialism vs. idealism or 
spiritualism. Whether everything is matter, or 
everything is idea or spirit, or the universe congists 
partly of matter and partly of idea or spirit, is con- 
sidered to hav a bearing on the existence of a God, 

_of spirits, of a future life, and so on. 

It does hav such a bearing, yet not so important 
a one as some suppose. The settling of this ques- 
tion of materialism vs. idealism would not at the 
same time settle the problem of a God, etc. It 
would influence that question, it is true—it would 
throw the probabilities in it more to the one side or 
to the other—but it would still leave it open in the 
main; it would not conclusivly settle it. To be 
sure, if it should be proved that all is material, this 
would pretty nearly settle that there is no God, for 
that being has ever been supposed to be a spiritual 
one; but if it should be proved that all is idea or 
spirit, this, while perhaps rendering the existence 
of God a trifle less unlikely from some points of 
view, still would affect it but little. 

Idealism and spiritualism mean the same thing. 
They are interchangeable terms. What we mean 
by spiritualism here is philosophical spiritualism. 
We do not mean the spiritualism which teaches the 
future existence as a separate personality of each 
human being who dies. The two doctrins hav 
few points of similarity. A person may entertain 
the one without in the least believing the other. 

Thus materialism stands opposed to two kinds 
of spiritualism. It is adverse to philosophical 
spiritualism, that system which denies the exist- 
ence of matter, body, substance, as a thing outside 
of and foreign to spirit, and which affirms that the 
universe is wholly spirit or idea. And it is adverse 
to that spiritualism of mediums, materializations, 
etc., through which persons supposed to ‘be dead 
communicate with the living. ` 

These things are somewhat confused in the minds 


of many. They need to be cleared up, that per- 


sons may not fall under certain misapprehensions. 
If Miss Chapman should compel Mr. Wettstein 
to abandon his position that all is matter, she 
would still remain about as far as ever from having 
proved a God. If Mr. Wettstein should grow to 
think that part or all of the universe is spirit, he 
still would not by any means be required to think 
that a certain portion of that spirit is an intelli- 


gent personality, resembling ourselvs only so much 
mightier as to hav created the universe. In other 
words, it is not necessary, in order to the denial of 
a God, to declare that all is matter. There may be 
a great deal of spirit, or all of spirit, and yet no God. 
Then, too, if a Christian tells us that some great 
unchristian scientist, such as Spencer or Huxley or 
Tyndall, has repudiated materialism and declared 
a belief in philosophical spiritualism, otherwise 
called idealism, we are not to admit therefore that 
the scientist believes in a future life of mankind in 
spirit form, or in a God, or, least of all, in the 
Christian God. A friend writes. 

: t FRANKLIN, MINN., June 7, 1898. 

“E. M. Macponanp, Dear Sir: I see by the papers 
that Prof. Henry Drummond, of England, says, ‘There 
are no materialists now. Huxley has expressly repudi- 
ated materialism, as hav also Herbert Spencer and 
Tyndall.’ Will you please say in Tux TRUTH SEEKER 
when they changed their views, and what they believe 
now, and if it is known why they changed? 


‘* What is the real difference between a materialist and 


an Atheist or Infidel. Huxley has said thathe was an Ag- 
nostic; but I cannot see by his writings that he believes 
anything spiritual. Please giv us some light on the sub- 


ject, and oblige, Yours truly, ©. W. Woopsury.” 


We will endeavor to make some of these matters 


clear to the view. i : 


In answer to one of the questions above we will 
say: a materialist believes either (1) that all is 
matter, and that there is no God or future life; or 
(2) that part of the universe is matter, and matter 


is the most important, and the generativ, part, and 
that there is no God or future life. And there are 


a very few who call themselvs materialists yet do 


An 


not pronounce against a God or future life. 


Atheist is one who denies a God, whatever he may 


believe otherwise. An Infidel is one who denies 


the Christian God and religion, whatever he may 
believe otherwise—whether he believe in a god of 


some other kind than the Christian, or in what he 
will. i l 
Huxley, Spencer, and Tyndall hav not changed 
their views on this subject. None of them is a 
materialist. Yet none is a spiritualist or idealist. 
They are unable to decide between the two systems. 
They find considerations for, and considerations 
against, and, with the modesty and honesty so 
lacking in quick-concluding Christians, declare 
themselvs to be on this point Agnostic, or igno- 
rant. And noneof the three believes in the spiritual- 
ism which affirms future existence. Of that sys- 
tem, Huxley is a very activ and bitter enemy. We 
hav not space for an exposition of the beliefs of all 
three. We will giv an account of that of Huxley. 
The beliefs of the others are not far dissimilar. 
‘First, however, we must spend a few minutes in 
gaining an understanding of the doctrin of philo- 
sophical spiritualism, or idealism. Persons who 
hav never chanced to study philosophy will find it 
needful. And itis highly interesting. The ideal- 
istic philosopher will usually set out with an ex- 
amination of just what our knowledge of a given 
object really consists of. For instance: This table 
is brown, long, wide, three feet high, judging by 
the eye: that is, it forms a little spot in the field of 
vision ; in other words, it produces a certain sensa- 
tion on the optic nerve. It weighs ten pounds: 
that is, it would require to lift it an effort less than 
for a weight of eleven pounds, and greater than for 
a weight of nine pounds; in other words, it pro- 
duces a certain muscular sensation. It is hard and 
square, which means that, if first pushed, and then 
run over by the hand, it will excite two distinct 
kinds of muscular sensations. And so on. When 
I examin closely what I know of it, I find that I 
know nothing else except the impressions it makes 
upon me, Our idea of a body comprises nothing 
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else than this: we know nothing of it but the sen- 


sations it excites in us; we determin it by the nat- 


ure, number, and order of these sensations; we 
know nothing of its inner nature, supposing it 
has one; we simply afirm that it is the unknown 


cause of these sensations. When we say that a 
body has existed in the absence of our sensations, 
we mean simply that if, during that time, we had 
been within reach of it, we should hav had sensa- 
tions which we hav not had. We never define it 
save by our present or past, future or possible, im- 
pressions. 

Having taken us thus far, an idealist who wishes 
to adhere to the most thoroughgoing school will 
say: Here let us drop the practice, used in the 
last few lines, of referring to any “unknown cause 
of these sensations.” If it is an unknown cause, 
if we know nothing about it, what is the use of our 
talking of something that we know nothing about? 
Logic admonishes us to assume nothing that is un- 
called for. Why not suppose that our sensations 
or ideas cause themselvs, and stop there, instead of 
going on to imagin a something called matter be- 
hind them which causesthem? If we unnecessarily 
assume this matter to account for the ideas pro- 
duced in us, we are as reprehensible as the Theists 
who will not stop short with the universe and call 
it self-existent, but insist on an unknown cause of 
it. Let us then lay down the principle that ideas 
are all that we can ever know; things that are not 
ideas, or things in themselvs, we can never hav the 
faintest perception of; and as there is not the 
slightest proof that they exist, it is folly to declare 
that they do. Then, our knowledge consisting 
wholly of states of consciousness, our mental 
work, in extending’science and the like, will be sim- 
ply grouping those states of consciousness in the 
order in which they naturally occur. 

That this idealistic view is the only safe and 
certain one—the .only one that can be termed 
scientific in the strict sense of that word—is in- 
sisted on especially by several of its exponents. 
In the preceding paragraphs we presented matnly 
the views of: Berkeley ; here we will describe those 
of Fichte, the most notable of those who emphasize 
the scientific certainty and demonstrableness of 
idealism. This German philosopher, when he came 
to contemplate the systems of preceding thinkers, 
saw in them, he said, as their fatal vice, that they 
had not been built on a foundation that was solid 
and immovable. For the supposed outer causes of 
our ideas had been taken for granted, so that here 
was one whole branch of these systems resting on a 
conjectural basis, and therefore, as he supposed, 
lying out of the region of strict scientific truth. 
Fichte’s object then was to find out what we can 
be said absolutely to know, and having discovered 
this, to erect a system, not of philosophy, bat of 
rigid scientific knowledge, against which no skepti- 
cism could possibly rear an objection. Scientific 
truth, according to Fichte, is that which, startirg 
from one self-evident basis, inf: rs every succeeding 
position, step by step, with demonstrativ certainty. 
Then the question is, From whence must we start, 
in order to be perfectly secure in every succeeding 
step? Not, as others had done, from the supposi- 
tion of a world of external objects standing in. 
match to the facts of consciousness, and as though 
it were just as certain as they; but simply and 
solely from those facts of consciousness themselvs. 
All that we are immediately conscious of, argues 
Fichte, are the states and processes of our own 
thinking self. Our sensations, perceptions, judg- 
ments, impressions, ideas, or whatever we choose to 
designate them, these form the material of all. the 
knowledge that is immediately given us—knowledge 
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that no skeptic ever disputed; nay, which cannot 
be disputed without our performing, in order to 
do so, one of the“very processes, and admitting 
some of the very conceptions, whose existence we 
dispute. Knowledge, that which has about it no 
element of mere faith, must commence absolutely 
and solely with my inner, mental self. Whatever I 
experience immediately, 2. e., whatever forms a part 
of my own direct consciousness, is surely and 
certainly known—known in a manner in which 
nothing whatever can possibly be that does not 
pass through my mental experience. Suppose, for 
a moment, that there were an outer world: how 
could we affirm this to be the ease, when everything 
that lies without us can become known only by 
passing through our own consciousness? If it be 
said that our inner consciousness is so formed 
as to giv us a perfect representation of the 
world without, then we reply, How can you 
verify this fact? The means of verifying it, if 
they exist at all, must arise from the capacity 
of comparing the reality with the representation— 
a process which implies (what has just been admit- 
ted impossible) the power of perceiving things out 
of the consciousness, without any representation by 
idea whatever. Try as we will, therefore, we must, 
after all, confess that we hav consciousness, and 
consequently knowledge, only of the states of our 
spiritual inner self. Whatever resort we try, we 
still find ourselvs confined within the boundaries of 
our soul, without the possibility of a passage into 
an external and different world. What we know is 
simply the contents of our own consciousness; if 
there ¿s a different world, it can exist to us only 
when it becomes part and parcel of those contents, 
And hence we cannot assume its outer and different 
existence at all. In some discussions men may as- 
sume, and proceed well enough on the as- 
sumption; but in a strictly scientific philosophy, 
where nothing is to be assumed, but every point 
known, Fichte considered that a rigid consecutiv 
method did not allow us to go a single step beyond 
what is to us absolutely real, namely the facts of 
our mental experience. He imagined the mind to 
be, as it were, an intelligent eye placed in the 
central point of our inward consciousness, survey- 
ing all that takes place there; and it was from this 
point of view, the only absolute and scientific one, 
that he proposed to giv an account of our moral 

eand intellectual history, detailing the rise, the prog- 
ress, and all the events of our real inward life, from 
its commencement to its termination. Whether the 
scenes which take place within this circle of men- 
tality betoken any outer and distinct existence or 
not, was to him a matter of no consequence; as- 
sured he was that, if this were the case, it were 

‘only just in proportion as the objects could lay aside, 
as it were, their outer and distinct nature, and be- 
come of the quality of mind, that they could be ob- 
served and known; or what is the same thing, that 
to us they could exzsé. The real history of every 
man, urged this philosopher, is the history of his 
mind, the flow of his conscious existence; for what 
to us are woods, mountains, or stars, but groups of 
our states of consciousness? what are all forms of 
what is falsely called the material world, but cer- 
tain visions which hav passed through our own 
minds, certain sensations which we hav inwardly 
experienced ? 

Such is philosophical spiritualism, or idealism, 
It will seem strange tomany. Yet our own Anti- 
christian Huxley, one of the most hard-headed of 
mortals, inclines toward it. For ourselvs, we hav 
no opinion to offer on it. Huxley asserts that the 
physical science of the materialist does not com- 
prise all that we come across in the universe. No, 
he says, a great many important phenomena lie 
quite beyond its limits. He proceeds: 

“I cannot conceive, for example, how the phenomena 
of consciousness, as such and apart from the physical 
process by which they are called into existence, are to be 
brought within the bounds of physical science. Take 
the simplest possible example, the feeling of redness. 
Physical science tells us that it commonly arises as- a con- 
sequence of molecular changes propagated from the eye 
to a certain part of the substance of the brain, when 
vibrations of the luminiferous ether of a certain charac- 
ter fall upon the retina. Let us suppose the process of 
physical analysis pushed so far that one could view the 


last link of this chain of molecules, watch their move- 
ments as if they were billiard balls, weigh them, measure 
them, and know all that is physically knowable about 
them. Well, even in that case, we should be just as far 
from being able to include the resulting phenomenon of 
consciousness, the feel,of redness, within the bounds of 
physical science, as we are at present. It would remain 
as unlike the phenomena we know under the names of 
matter and motion as it is.now. If there is any plain 
truth upon which Thav made it my business to insist over 
and over again it is this. Physical science may 
and probably will, some day, enable our posterity to set 
forth the exact physical, concomitants and conditions of 
the strange rapture of beauty, but if ever that day 
arrives, the rapture will remain, just as it is now, outside 
and beyond the physical world; and, even in the mental 
world, something superadded to mere sensation. I do 
not wish to crow unduly over my humble cousin the 
orang, butin the esthetic province, as in that of the in- 
tellect, I am afraid he is nowhere. I doubt not he would 
detect a fruit amid a wilderness of leaves where I could 
see nothing; but I am tolerably confident that he has 
never been awestruck, as I hav been, by the dim relig- 
ious gloom, as of a temple devoted to the earthgods, of 
the tropical forest which he inhabits. Yet I doubt not 
that our poor long-armed and short-legged friend, as he 
sits meditativly munching his durian fruit, has some- 
thing behind that sad Socratic face of his which is utterly 
‘beyond the bounds of physical science.’ Physical 
science may know all about his clutching the fruit and 
munching it and digesting it, and how the physical 
titillation of his palate is transmitted to some microscopic 
cells of the gray matter of his brain. But the feelings of 
sweetness and of satisfaction which, for a moment, hang 
out their signal lights in his melancholy eyes, are as 
utterly outside the bounds of physics as is the ‘fine 
frenzy’ of a human rhapsodist. . . 

“I understand the main tenet of Materialism to be that 
there is nothing in the universe but matter and force; and 
that all the phenomena of nature are explicable by deduc- 
tion from the properties assignable to these two primitiv 
factors. That great champion of Materialism whom Mr. 
Lilly appears to consider to be an authority in physical 
science, Dr. Biichner, embodies this article of faith onhis 
title-page. Kraft und Stof—force and matter—are pa- 
raded as the Alpha and Omega of existence, This I ap- 
prehend is the fundamental article of the faith material- 
istic; and whosoever does not hold it is condemned by 
the more zealous of the persuasion (as I hav some reason 
to : know) to the Inferno appointed for fools or hypocrits. 
But all this I heartily disbelieve; and at the risk of being 
charged with wearisome repetition of an old story I will 
briefly giv my reasons for persisting in my infidelity. 
In the first place, as I hav already hinted, it seems to me 
pretty plain that there is a third thing in the universe, to 
wit, consciousness, which, in the hardness of my heart or 
head, I cannot see to be matter or force, or any conceiv- 
able modification of either, however intimately the mani- 
festations of the phenomena of consciousness may be con- 
nected with the phenomena known as matter and force, 
In the second place, the arguments used by Descartes 
and Berkeley to show that our certain knowledge does 
not extend beyond our states of consciousness, appear to 
me to be as irrefragab'e now as they did when I first be- 
came acquainted with them some half century ago. All 
the materialistic writers I know of who hav tried to bite 
that file hav simply broken their teeth. But, if this is 
true, our one certainty is the existence of the mental 
world, and that of Kraft und Stoff [force and matter] 
falls into the rank of, at best, a highly probable hypoth- 
esis.” 

After these passages, Professor Huxley declares 
that with “the effete mythology of spiritualism ”— 
i.e the spiritualism of mediumistic table-tipping, 
ete.—he “certainly would hav nothing to do.” 
While if he “were forced to choose between 
materialism or idealism,” he “ should elect for the 
latter.” But he is not aware that he is “under any 


compulsion to choose either the one or the other.” 


We May Be Thwarted by the ee ee 
Bigots, After All. 

When Sunday opening of the World’s Fair was 
effected shortly aga, we did not exult over it asa 
full victory. We were not sufficiently certain of 
its continuance. And, according to the present 
outlook, that continuance may be terminated. Our 
apprehensions seem not unlikely to be fulfilled. In 
addition, we were not suited with a large part of 


the exhibits being closed Sundays, and with the | 


absence of Sunday excursion trains which proceeded 
from the uncertainty of the matter. In this point 
likewise our dissatisfaction is being justified by the 
unfortunate results that hav flowed from these two 
circumstances. For owing to them, the attendance 
is small Sundays. Perhaps a third cause of its 
being small is the Christian boycott. At all events, 
small it is. The Sabbatarians are jubilant. 

This scanty attendance, unpleasing enough in 


itself, may even occasion the closing of the Fair on 
Sundays altogether. Ex-Postmaster-general Wana- 
maker, with an associate or two, has again applied 
in the United States circuit court for an injunction 


‘closing the gates, and he represents that the attend- 


ance Sundays is so small as to damage the stock 
that he holds in the corporation. He shows that 
on the four last Sundays the average receipts 
amounted but to $32,850, while it would be neces- 
sary to take in $83,874 each Sunday to liquidate 
the debts due the government. The court took 
the case under advisement. The slimness of the 
Sunday attendance is thus presented in another 
form, in a dispatch dated Monday: 

‘TIt is beginning to dawn on the World’s Fair man- 
agers that Sunday opening is a failure. The forty-seven 
thousand persons who entered yesterday hardly paid the 
expenses of running the show. To-day the attendance 
was double that of Sunday.” 

The matter has even been taken up again by the 
national commission. At a meeting of that body 
the opponents of Sunday opening were eager to 
renew the battle. Commissioner Hundley, of Ala- 
bama, was the leader of the anti-opening forces. 
He presented a resolution with many preambles 
that the commission place itself on record as 
opposed to the opening of the gates on Sunday. 
Commissioner Tousley, of Minnesota, in support 
of the resolution said: . 

‘* Has Sunday opening been a success? I say no. You 
hav worked the poor man for all he is worth. But that 
thing don’t work. It’s a downright fizzle so far. Now 
the directors want a twenty-five-cent admission. This 
thing will result in a conference and the addition of 
another rule for Sunday opening. 

‘“ Why don’t you act like men? If the commission 
could hav enforced the Sunday-closing rule in alucid in- 
terval the Fair would hav had an average daily attend- 
ance of two hundred thousand. You will find that Sun- 
day opening will be a failure. The poor man will not 
pay twenty-five cents for a four-fifths show or a one-fifth 
show. The directors hav worked the poor dodge too far. 
When you make Sunday a pauper’s day you make a class 
distinction, and the poor man in this country wants as 
good a show as the rich man. Sunday opening is para- 
lyzed from this time on. In the first place the exhib- 
itors are not in favor of Sunday opening. Some of the 
best exhibits are covered up. In the second place, the 
poor men are against Sunday opening.” 

Commissioner Clendinning, of Arkansas, said he 
was tired of the commission giving semi-assent to 
everything the board saw fit todo. The commis- 
sion could celebrate the Fourth of July in no bet- 
ter way than by declaring its repudiation of the di- 
rectors’ action in opening the Fair Sunday. The 
matter went over for afew days. Several hundred 
telegrams and letters from various religious or- 
ganizations protesting against Sunday opening were 
received and ordered placed on the record. 

The clergy continue to rage and blatter against 
infringement of other attractions on the day of 
which they think they should hav a monopoly. At 
a weekly meeting of Baptist clergymen at Chicago 
Rev. Justin D. Fulton, of Brooklyn, who was visiting 
these ministers, said of the scant Pandar: attend- 
ance: 

‘This knocks the bottom out of any financial reason 
for Sunday opening. It also shows that there are more 
godly people on earth than the newspapers hav bargained 
for. I hav been thinking of this matter night and day, 
and I am thoroughly convinced that it is time for action. 
We hav passed many resolutions to no purpose. What is 
needed now is for a delegation to see the directors per- 
sonally, and I suggest that your body appoint a commit- 
tee to confer with the Exposition authorities with a view 
to having the gates closed from next Sabbath on. The 
committee wants to go in the name of God, and not in the 
name of the almighty dollar; in the name of America, 
and not that of some narrow clique. 

‘* We are ou the edge of a great possibility to please 
God, and the opportunity must not be lost. If we actin 
this matter in the proper manner we will hav a great item 
cee ai to defend ourselvs on the great judgment 

ay.” 

The parsons all took to this notion of getting 
something to defend themselvs with on the great 
judgment day—perhaps feeling smart need thi reof 
—for they passed the resolution called for unani- 
mously. More sentiments of this species were ex- 
pressed by Rev. Dr. J. Emory Price, Methodist 
Episcopal, in the Independence day oration at 
Ocean Grove, New Jersey. In denouncing what 
he called “the infamous action of the Chicago di. 
rectory,” he said; 
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‘We must concede to President Cleveland a certain 
downright honesty and a good purpose to do the best he 
can for this government, but how long would it take to 
settle this question of a national defiance by a body of 
men in Chicago if we had an Andrew Jackson in the 
White House? 

‘* If Andrew Jackson were there he would say: ‘You 
must either close your gates on Sunday or giv back the 
$2,000,000 you got from the government, or by the eter- 
nal I'll send the troops of the United States to enforce 
my orders.’ The directors of the Chicago Fair hav re- 
jected one of our noblest exhibits, the American Sab- 
bath, and instead of it hav given an exhibition of de- 
liberate fraud. They bav pawned their honor for a 
measure Of gate-money. If a member of the New York 
Stock Exchange should be guilty of such actions he 
would be promptly branded as a thief and a defaulter. 

‘We may laugh at the Puritans for their distorted 
conception of the Sabbath, but they would hav scorned 
to steal $2,000,000 from the national government, as the 
Chicago Fair directors hav done.” 5 


Cheer after cheer followed the remarks of this 
bloody-thoughted doctor, and as he finished every- 
one in the audience went to the platform to shake 
the hand that itched to slam the door in the face of 

_ the masses seeking mental and moral elevation. 

The Sabbatarian bigots are powerful. They hav 
thwarted our efforts to giv the people pleasure and 
instruction on Sunday. They hav defeated and 
mutilated our right. They call for the exercise of 
our most activ antagonism. 


Our Pictures Talk Too Loud. . 


Allusion was made recently to the resolution 
passed by the managers of the Santa Ana, Cal., 
Public Library excluding from the library news- 
papers containing cartoons attacking religion. 
The object of this was to exclude Tse TRUTH 
Szexer. It was ‘also a side thrust at the Znvesti- 
gator, for the resolution was broadened to cover all 
magazines or newspapers “the avowed or manifest 
purpose of which is to overthrow the Christian 
religion.” 

The movement which culminated in the resolution 
was started some time ago by a minister, naturally. 
The papers were hurting his. trade, which is what 
they are published for. When the resolution was 
before the trustees it was debated at length. Mr. 
-Baker, editor of the Santa Ana Standard, who is 
also one of the trustees of the library, announced 
that he was opposed to the resolution, every 
part and parcel of it, from top to bottom, first, 
last, and all the time. He then stated that he 
knew what the resolution was aimed at; that it was 
meant to exclude the two most ably edited Free 
thought journals in America—Tuz Truru SEEKER 
and the Investigator. Then warming to his sub- 
ject, he proceeded to elaborate upon free speech, 
free press, and free thought in an eloquent, if not 
to many an elegant, manner. For fifteen minutes 
he was in his element, for if there is any one thing 
more ‘than another in which Editor Baker takes an 
especial delight, says our Boston contemporary, it 
is in making a speech upon his favorit topic, Free- 
thought. He closed with an appeal to the members 
of the board to think well before they voted on the 
resolution, and, therefore, established a criterion in 
the matter of selecting for and admitting to the 
library tables and files reading-matter for only a 
portion of the taxpayers, and not all who help to 
support the institution by direct taxation. 

In the columns of the Standard, Mr. Baker said 
further: l 


“At the library meeting of the trustees on Tuesday 
evening a resolution was adopted by a vote of four to one 
to exclude from the reading tables all papers and magazines 
attacking any religion by ourcartoons. ‘The object of the 
resolution was to strike at Tua TRUTH SRESER, one of the 
best Freethought papers in America, but the rule applies 
to any religious organ as well as Tux TRUTH SEEKER. 

“We are individually opposed to any and all such 
resolutions that control, restrain, or exclude publications 
that ridicule other sentiments than its own. An inspired 
religion can’t be hurt by ridicule or cartoons. Neither 
can science and truth. The Boston investigator, Ad- 
vance Thought, and the War Cry will still remain on 
the tables. We cordially recommend all of them as 
samples of modern intelligence.” 


` We advise the visitors to the library to read the 
Investigator, which is still to be found on, the 
tables. After this, ask for Tus TRUTH SEEKER, 
which is tucked away on the shelves, to be seen 


only upon application, like some precious work of 
art which has to be carefully guarded. 

We feel proud of this distinction, naturally. It 
shows that we are really doing what we are trying 
to do—hurt the trade of priestcraft, and destroy 
its foundation, superstition. The preachers are 
afraid of our paper, and that pleases us. We will 
risk their attempts to suppress it. 

To Mr. Baker, the fearless editor, we extend our 
thanks for his attempts to stay the action of 
bigotry. He lost the fight but he won the victory, 
for Freethought will hav more friends in Santa Ana 
now. than before the minister started his crusade. 

We had written this far when the postman inter- 
rupted to hand us this letter: 

“6 CLINTON, IA., July 8, 1898. 

‘*To Tue TRUTH SEEKER Company, New York, Gentle- 
men: In my Investigator I find some of the damned 
fools in California are doing what they can to injure 
you. It therefore becomes the duty of us who are 
saved from theological humbug to come to the aid of the 
truth. With that end in view, I send you a post-office 
order for $10 to aid Tue Trura SEEKER in its fight 
against error. Hope to meet Eugene Macdonald at the 
coming Congress. Think I saw you once in the old 
stamping-ground, Clinton place. But was not fledged 
enough at the time, as an Infidel, to stand up to be 
counted, so did not feel that boldness of the spirit, or 
words to that effect, to strike up an acquaintance, but now 
I would count it a pleasure to go a good many miles to 
touch your hand. Last October I had the pleasure of 
meeting Mr. Wakeman, and one thing I regret very 
much was not seeing D. M. Bennett when he passed 
through our town on his way home on his tour around 
the world. Leroy Dutton and Wettstein both had a visit 
with him, but he was past before I knew. Noble man! 
Hope to hav a rousing’ time in October. Would be 
willing to giv $10 toward bringing ‘Saladin’ to the 
‘Congress. Payable on demand. 

‘*Fraternally, _ James A, Greener.” 

It is very evident that the Santa Ana minister's 
scheme to suppress Tue Trura Szexer has mis- 
carried, for $10 will circulate a lot of Truru Serr- 
ers. And we should like, if some Liberal in that 
town will send us the names, to put that $10 worth 
of heresy right into Santa Ana. And we will add 
another $1 worth—donation by Collin McLarty, of 
Brooklyn, to help along. . 

And to let the minister see that his work for his 
Lord has borne fruit, we hope every Liberal in Santa 
Ana will go to the library and ask to see Tue TRUTH 
SEEKER. 

We thank Mr. Greenhill for his generosity, and 
will say so to his face at Chicago in October. 


Helen H. Gardener has in press another book, 
entitled “ Facts and Fictions of Life.” It will con- 
tain amohg other essays her celebrated paper on 
“Sex in Brain,” and her essays on Heredity, 
which were read before the World’s Columbian 
Woman’s Congress. The book will be out some 
time in July, and orders for it may be sent now, 
and will be filled as soon as the books are finished. 
In cloth covers, the price is $1; paper covers, 50 


cents. é 
oOo 


The doctrins disseminated by J. G. Shaw in and 
around Waco, Texas, seem to be having effect and 
rising into popularity, for that industrious Free- 
thought worker, and publisher of the Independent 
Pulpit, instead of experiencing his neighbors’ re- 
sentment for circulating those notions is steadily 
mounting into the highest place in their scale of 
esteem. This no doubt is due in part to the ad- 
mirable personality of himself, who givs the Texans 
a good example of how excellent may be a charac- 
ter regulated on the modern and unchristian prin- 
ciples. Among the honors which they hav accorded 
him, in last year’s campaign he was pushed on the 
stump in behalf of Democracy to the extent of 
twelve speeches in different parts of the state, and 
given a hearing that he felt very proud of. Later, 
on Confederate decoration day and the unveiling 
of a monument in that city to Confederate dead, he 
was chosen to deliver the oration before five thou- 
sand people. And again, on the national decoration 
day he spoke for the Union soldiers. 


It is reported that there hav lately been discov- 
ered, in different places in the East, two early man- 
uscripts ofthe gospels. When these finds hav been 
looked into, such points of interest as they may pre- 

a l 


sent will be given in Tue Trurs SEEKER. A corre- 
spondent sends us the remark of Rev. James Brookes, 
of St. Louis, on that one which is in Syrian text. 
This remark is: “If the manuscript reported by 
Professor Harris agrees with Tichendorf’s Greek 
text and our accepted version of the gospels the 
world of religious thought and study will be im- 
mensely benefited.” Our correspondent points 
what we are afraid we must call the finger of scorn 
at the condition in the above sentence, Zf it agrees 
with our accepted version. He says, with what 
the pulpit-revering mind will with pain perceive to 
be bitter sarcasm: “If it does not ‘agree with our 
accepted version,’ I presume the cause of truth 
‘will be immensely benefited.’” We will submit 
this caster of doubt on the makers of scriptures 


to such treatment as our readers deem appropriate. 
Ee IN nee 


The accidents at the World’s Fair last. Sunday 
and Monday we suppose will be held up by the 
parsons as testimonies of the Lord’s wrath at Sun- 
day opening. The Sunday calamity is narrated on 
our last page. The catastrophe of Monday befell 
two of the Fair buildings. One paragraph in 
Samuel Putnam’s “Pen Pictures of the World’s 
Fair” reads: “The Cold Storage House is on the 
Stony Island avenue boundary. It is built for use, 
not ornament. It hasa complete apparatus for the 
manufacture of ice. There is a promenade on the 
roof, with observatory towers.” One of these 
towers took fire at the top. Firemen ascended. 
Burning fragments fell to the bottom of the tower, 
and its great hollow shaft, one hundred and fifty 
feet high, was in an instant filled with roaring 
flames. 
killed. The tower fell and crashed through the 
roof. Those remaining on it were burnt to ashes. 
About a score perished. The whole building, and 
the World’s Fair stables near by, were consumed. 
This horror will be made the most of in the back- 
country pulpits of the land, and, we suppose, incite 
a'simple soul here and there to redoubled opposi- 
tion of the movement for turning the preachers’ day 
into the people’s day. 

a oG oo 

On the aunounced determination of the New 
York state fish and game commission to prose- 
cute Sunday fishermen, a correspondent of the New 
York Sun writes: “ There are about half a million 
anglers in the state of New York who can only eny 
joy their sport on Sunday, because they are com- 
pelled to attend to their daily labors during the 
week. To attempt to interfere with them in the 
quiet, peaceful, and retired way in which they 
practice what is called ‘the gentle art’ would be an 
outrage; and in these days, when the workingmen 
evince a disposition to complain, often even without 
just grounds, it is unwise to attack them wantonly 
in their innocent amusements.” After citing the 
law under which the proposed prosecutions will be 
made, which reads: “All shooting, hunting, fishing, 
playing, horse-racing, gaming, or other public 
sport, exercises, or shows upon the first day of the 
week, and all noise disturbing the peace of the day, 
are prohibited,” he says: “There is no hunting in 
the neighborhood of villages and churches; except 


perhaps that kind in which the preachers and dea-. 


cons are past masters, judging from the records of 
afew years back. If this is sound legal doctrin, 
then we must put into jail all the fellows who shoot 
on Sunday, who hunt on Sunday, who fish on Sun- 
day, who ‘play’ ball on Sunday, who ‘play’ the 
piano on Sunday, who ‘play’ the organ on Sunday, 
who ‘play’ the devil with the deacons or with the 


ladies on Sunday, who ‘exercise’ on horseback on ` 


Sunday, who ‘exercise’ on bicycles on Sunday, who 
‘exercise’ on foot on Sunday, and who make noise 
by shouting and yelling at revival meetings or 
other church meetings on Sunday, thereby disturb- 
ing the peace of the day. Then let us stop the 
running of the ferries and the railroad cars on Sun- 
day, stop the-ringing of all the church-bells on 
Siinday—many of them are cracked and unmusical 
—stop all the clocks on Sunday, and stop the world 
from going around on Sunday.” 
So Ee et 
Senp for catalog of our publications. 


Sent free 
on application. . 


Some of the firemen jumped and were ` 
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These letters will be published in pamphlet form 
within two or three weeks, as a guide-book and descrip- 
tion of the Fair. Send 25 cents for ‘‘ Pen Pictures of 
the World’s Fair.” 


` Pen Pictures of the World’s Fair. 


THE FORESTRY BUILDING. 

The Forestry Building, for instance, is one of 
the prettiest in the whole Exposition. Its archi- 
tecture is of the rustic order. On its four sides is 
a veranda. Its roof is supported by a series of 
columns composed of tree trunks in their natural 
state, with bark undisturbed. These are contrib- 
uted by the different states and by foreign coun- 
tries, each furnishing a specimen of its most 
characteristic tree. The sides of the building are 
made of slabs with bark removed. The window 
frames are also in rustic fashion. The main en- 
trance is elaborately furnished with different kinds 
of wood.. The roof is thatched with tan-bark. 
The interior is finished in various woods, to show 
their beautiful graining and polish. This building 
displays the forest wealth of the world, logs and 
sections of trees, worked lumber, shingles, flooring, 
casing, etc. There are dye woods, mosses, abnor- 
mal woody products, lichens, vegetable substances 
used for bedding, gums, resins, vegetable ivory, 
cocoanut shells, gourds, wood pulp, rattan, willow- 
ware and wooden-ware such as pails, tubs, and 
brooms. It is delightful to walk through these 
scenes painted by nature herself, and see how 
attractive and useful are the innumerable trees that 
adorn the planet. 

THE DAIRY BUILDING. 

Near by is the Dairy Building, and of course 
everybody wants to see this, not only those who 
make butter, but those who eat it, for after all who 
can live without butter? and good butter is what 
helps to make a paradise of this world. This build- 
ing is devoted to a complete exhibit of dairy prod- 
ucts and to a Dairy School, and tests for deter- 
mining the merits of different breeds of cattle as 
milk and butter producers. There is also a cheese 
exhibit, only partially prepared, however. 

THE ANTHROPOLOGICAL BUILDING. 

This is sometimes called the Educational Build- 
ing. The inscription over the door is “Man and 
His Works.” It is just west of the Forestry Build- 
ing. Connected with it are the Bureau of Charities 
and Corrections, and the Bureau of Sanitation and 
Hygiene. There are also out-door exhibits of the 
Yucatan ruins, the Portals of-Labna, ete. These 
are exceedingly interesting and set one to thinking 
of the remote life of the American continent. 
‘hese uncouth and somber ruins are suggestive 
of melancholy. The people who made these dwell- 
ing and temples centuries ago do not appear to be 
of a very bright or progressive nature. 

Prehistoric America can be better studied than 
ever. The glacial period is illustrated by several 
collections. Burial places in the Ohio and Trenton 
valleys are shown by models, maps, and photo- 
graphs. Earthworks are reproduced, with skele- 
tons, and the implements and ornaments taken 
from them. Ancient Pueblos from Arizona, New 
Mexico, and Colorado, the ruined cities of Central 
and South America, with models of sculptures, 
human heads, hieroglyphics, etc., are shown. 

There are costumes, utensils, implements of war 
and peace, and ornaments of the various Indian 
tribes. In the British Columbia exhibit is a model 
village of Skidegate, with its ornate totem pole and 
other curious specimens. Ancient Greek art and 
life are chronologically arranged. Roman, Egyp- 
tian, and Assyrian archeology has place, and Russia 
has filled one thousand square feet with an almost 
complete exhibition of the costumes and customs of 
the Slavic races. The Pacific islands make a valua- 
ble show. There are games, idols, amulets, charms, 
and ceremonial objects. There is the evolution of 
modern amusements—dice, dominoes, and playing 
cards, ete. 

The south gallery is given up to stuffed birds 
and mammals, birds’ eggs, insects, fossils, land and 
fresh-water shells. 

There will be an exhibit of Indians living in na- 
tive huts and wigwams and engaged in weaving, 
basket-making, etc. Sixteen Indians from Van- 
couver’s island have erected two large wooden 
houses. The Six Nations of Iroquois Indians are 
` building six bark houses, a council house, canoes, 
ete. An Eskimo family will dwell in a tent af skin. 
Three tribes of British Guiana have sent representa- 
tives. There are also one hundred Peruvian mum- 
mies. The Dark Continent has sent its quota. 


The proper study of mankind is man, 
and surely in this building and its appurtenances 


we can study man alive and dead, savage and 
civilized, in every portion of the globe. We can 
study his religion and his morals. We can study 


his home life in cave and hut and tent. We can 
see how he dresses and eats, how he hunts, how he 
tills the soil, how he thinks and dreams, and grows 
apace and then decays in the long centuries. We 
see the roots of the life of to-day. We see the gro- 
tesque of human history. It is a continual surprise 
to discover “ what fools we mortals are.” One can 
have very little respect for his far ancestry after a 
thorough study of anthropology. It does seem as 
if it were true, what a certain wise man has said, 
that the world has been fit to live in only for the 
last fifty years. Iam thankful that I am born to 
see the World’s Fair and ride in a palace-car, and 
did not have to hunt and fish with prehistoric man, 
who I am sure muss have had a hard time of it. 

Running across the south line of the park are a 
number of ornamented sheds, in which will be 
placed everything that is attractive in blooded 
horses, cattle, sheep, and swine. In front of these, 
in somewhat desultory array, are the Cliff- dwellers, 
the Arctic whaler, the Viking ship, the White Horse 
Inn, the Dutch windmills, the French colonies’ ex- 
hibit, the oil exhibit, the sawmill and loggers’ 
camp, the stock pavilion, and the agricultural ma- 
chines. These places at present are not much 
thronged and the exhibits are not complete. 

People have not got into the habit of going so 
far from the main central attractions. This we 
might say is the prose part of the Exposition. One 
comes here mainly for information, and he finds 
plenty to interest and much to charm. Variety is 
the spice of life, and certainly there was never a 
greater variety packed on six hundred and thirty- 
three acres than in the Fair. The poet, the artist, 
the mechanic, the farmer, the antiquarian, the in- 
ventor, every taste and talent will find room and 
verge enough. Nothing has been disdained. All 
human history apparently is spread out before one. 
Every animal and every plant are somewhere in this 
vast museum. Every day we can take a different 
path, and something novel is sure to be séen. We 
can walk; we can climb; we can swing; we can 
ride; we can sit down; we can almost fly; we can 
grope through caves and grottoes. The sea is be- 
fore us and the sky: great ships, palaces, cottages, 
flowers, and grass. The beautiful, the sublime, the 
grotesque, the graceful, the immense, the minute, 
are on every side. Never was there such a school 
as this, such a university, such a trip around the 
world, such a panorama, such a circus, such a 
whirligig of time, such an annihilation of space, such 
a meeting of extremes, such a checkerboard of life, 
such a drama, such a symphony, such a medley, 
such an all-round show and universal delectation, 
as this Exposition. The stream of time never 
bloomed and blossomed with such a “century 
plant.” I do not know what the twentieth century 
will produce, but the nineteenth has done its level 
best, and the twentieth century will have to hustle 
to give the world a better show. 


Among some of the minor attractions of the Fair 
which I have not reported yet, but which every 
visitor will want to know about, is the Bureau of 
Public Comfort. Ina large and handsome building 
near the vista of states are spacious reception and 
wailing rooms, commodious parlors for women and 
children, reading matter, stationery, etc. If you 
want a telephone, or stenographer, or typewriter, 
this is the place of supply, and also all information 
that a stranger might require. 


The Cold Storage House is on the Stony Island 
avenue boundary. Itis built for use, not ornament. 
It has a complete apparatus for the manufacture of 
ice. There is a promenade onthe roof, with observ- 
atory towers. 

There are Hospital Sub-stations for emergency 
service—one on Midway Plaisance, one near Ma- 
chinery Hall, and one in the “Backyard.” 

The Life-saving Station is near the battle-ship, 
two stories in hight, with lookout. It has all mod- 
ern appliances. 

Manitoba’s exhibit is just outside the grounds, 
south of Midway Plaisance. The Northwestern 
Territory makes a grand display in this gaily 
decorated and roomy structure. 

The Merchant Tailors’ Building is near the 
Fisheries Building and is neat and stylish in ap- 
pearance. Every fashionable garment meets the 
eye, and each visitor can suit himself. The evolu- 
tion of clothes, as Carlyle points out, is a very sig- 
nificant and intricate affair. 

The hungry Yankee, of course, will gravitate to 
the New England Clam-bake Building, near the 
naval exhibits. 

The Model Hospital, near the Women’s Building, 
is for those who take homeopathic doses. 

The Police Station is near Fifty-third street. It 

, 


has patrol wagon, ambulance, and corps of officers. 
I did not visit that. f ; 

The Service Building, in rear of Choral Hall, is 
headquarters for all the minor officers of the Ex- 
position. 

The Terminal Railway Station, near Administra- 
tion Building, is one of the most beautiful railway 
stations in the world. It is entered by thirty-five 
tracks. It is one of the ornamental structures of 
the Fair. It has a capacity for loading forty-three 
thousand passengers at once. 

White Star Building, erected by White Star 
Steamship Company, is in front of Puck Building. 

I have mentioned and located over one hundred 
buildings. : Those who visit the World’s Fair must 
find the rest provided the one hundred already 
mentioned are not sufficient. I doubt if the most 
persevering explorer will go over more than I have 
listed. Those I have not indicated do not con- 
tribute anything to the magnificence of the Fair. 
They are akind of utensils, and might as well remain 
in obscurity behind the scenes. 

The Intramural Railway is an exhibition in itself. 
This is the first electric elevated railway ever built. 
A complete circuit of the Exposition grounds can 
be made in twenty minutes. 

I suppose I must mention the Columbian Guards. 
There are two thousand of them. They are superbly 
ornamental affairs. They realize the dignity of 
their station, and are generally on their good be- 
havior, especially when two hundred thousand 
people are marching over the grounds. If you 
want to know anything always ask them. They are 
willing to answer, with encyclopedic affability, even 
if they have to consult a guide-book. 

If you are tired you can patronize a wheel-chair. 
You may thus meet an angel unawares, for I under- 
stand that most of those who tote the chairs are 
theological students. What they know about heaven 
is nothing to what they know of the World's Fair. 
They will find more materials for sermons behind 
these chairs than in a thousand seminaries. 

Chicago, Ill., 1893. Samuge, P. Purnam. 


Bigotry Astounded. 


After months, or rather years, of waiting and 
anxious expectations for the triumph of justice, the 
United States court of appeals has rendered a de- 
cision which has practically put the Sunday-opening 
question at rest. Everyone who loves liberty has 
reason to rejoice at this victory of law over Sabba- 
tarian Anarchy. Those who favor Sunday laws are 
pleased to designate all opposers thereof as 
Anarchists and enemies of the public peace. On 
the other hand, I maintain that the real Anarchist, 
the real enemy of society, is he who tramples upon 
human rights. Hence the church is to-day, as it 
ever has been, the foe of liberty, and its stand upon 
the Sunday-opening question furnishes the best 
evidence of this fact. It is hard to convince some 
very good people that the Christianity of to-day is 
in its spirit the same as the Christianity of the In- 
quisition. True, it has been compelled to alter its 
methods, but when clothed with power its real nat- 
ure returns. Christianity means force. It never. 
did stand for liberty, except when liberty would be 
advantageous to itself, The Ethiopian could as 
easily change his skin, or the leopard his spots, as 
this religion turn from its true instinct and ac- 
knowledge fully and without reserve the natural 
rights of man. What is more, the church has gen- 
erally had the law on its side. It thought it had 
this time, and its savage ardor was increased to a 
proportional extent. For Joe Cook and Wilbur F. 
Crafts gloried in the expectation that the gates of 
the Columbian Exposition would be guarded by . 
troops, and that those who attempted to gain ad- 
mission would be shot down. If John Calvin and 
Torquemada are yet hovering about this mundane 
sphere, how they must hav rejoiced at these senti- 
ments, and longed for, a return to this scene of 
action ! 

Bigotry has been astounded by this decision of 
the United States court, and well may it be. They 
thought, having once secured a decision from the 
Supreme Court, that this is a Christian nation; that 
every event from henceforth would add to their 
gain; but they were mistaken. 

Now that they hav been routed, the Sabbatarians 
are going to exert their puny energy to injure the 
Fair. We hope they will do all they can for the 
benefit of the Exposition itself, and that the people 
may see that the institution which professes to be 
the friend and savior of mankind is in reality a gi- ` 
gantic machine for the aggrandizement of the priest, 
and that it is the enemy of everything that militates 
against his prosperity. 

While the claim of the clergy that they will per- 
suade their people to remain away from the Fair 
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and thus injure it financially is absurd at the start, 
their success in the matter would amount to— 
what? The principle of human rights, whieh is in- 
volved, would be the same. It would only indicate 
that the church dare not deal with principles; but, 


being defeated from the standpoint of right, it can. 


only resort to disreputable methods to injure its 
adversaries not only financially, but to ostracise 
them before the public.- We think the World’s Fair 
too great an institution to suffer injury from the 
band of small men that is assailing it, and that in 
the attempt they will beat their heads against a 
rock. FRANKLIN STEINER. 
Des Moines, Ia. 


Bible Prophets: What Are They? 


They are pretenders of a right given them by 
their particular spook God to predict his jealous, 
wrathful vengeance to come upon all those who 
show honor to any other god—to the sun (Baal) or 
to any natural thing. 

According to their own showing they are the 
sourest and most revengeful specimens of human 
kind. Each canonical prophet tries to surpass his 
predecessor in the luxury of picturing his brother- 
man in suffering. Jeremiah says: ‘The prophets 
that hav been before me of old prophesied against 
great kingdoms, of war, of evil, and of pestilence.” 
Jerry is a success in the business, but Ezekiel dis- 
tances him. Group the headlines of all the chap- 
ters in Ezekiel into one paragraph, and then see 
the sickening dose of threatened calamities. What 
a fiend the author! It should satisfy the cruelest 
saint! And “ God.is love.” . 

All tribes of men are afflicted more or less with 
prophets; but the fanatic Jews hav had them the 
worst. Occupying a spot of earth in southwestern 
Asia about the size of New Hampshire, that pe- 
culiar people had an almighty god all to themselvs, 
and more prophets and angels than all the world 
beside. The original Arabic tribe or tribes, though 
afflicted with many priests, had for a long time 
only their chiefs—Abraham, Moses, etc.—playing 
the prophet. But Samuel extended the prophet 
business, and created an order of prophets to assist 
him. He trained young men for the office—gave 
them a kind of theological schooling. 

The prophet outranked the priest. While the 
Levites attended to the ceremonials, prepared the 
sacrifices, made the fires, cooked aid carved the 
lambs, and scoured the pots and pans, the prophets 
interpreted existing laws, and, by “Thus saith the 
‘Lord,” declared new ones whenever the spirit 
moved them. They did the preaching and threaten- 
ing, and singing praise with the harp, the cymbal, 
and the gewgong. And they fooled the people oc- 
casionally with a miracle to prove their commission. 
Thus was the prophet often quite busy. 

From Samuel’s time the prophets increased in 
numbers prodigiously, and soon became rivals in 
mischief. While showering imprecations in all. di- 
rections, they hated and denounced each other. 
“Because of all the evil of the children of Israel 
which they hav done to provoke me to anger, they, 
their princes, their priests, their prophets,” etc. 
(Jer. xxxii). They are confessed liars, and some of 
them say their Lord lied, too—practiced deception 
(Ezek. xiv, etc.). They are notoriously false—six 
hundred such being slaughtered in one batch. 
And God is love. 

Many Bible stories illustrate the rivalry, treachery, 
and cruelty of the Lord’s prophets (see 1 Kings 
xii). The Lord had made Jeroboam king over ten 
tribes, and Rehoboam over but two; and these 
kings quarreled all their days. Each had his 
prophets. Jeroboam is at the altar one Sunday 
morning offering sacrifice when an opposition “ man 
of God” prophet appears and objects. Jeroboam 
disregards him, and immediately his arm is 
-withered, etc. Spies carry the news to a prophet 
in Bethal, who with lies and treachery entraps and 
slaughters the man of God rival. And “God is 
love.” 

The conspiracy between the prophet Nathan and 
Bathsheba (wife of Uriah and mother of Solomon) 
to induce old David to declare Solomon to be his 
successor is dramatic. While David is struggling 
between life and death, and the people are prepar- 
ing to acknowledge and honor Adonijah as king, 
Bathsheba approaches the dying king and coaxingly 
tells him that he had solemnly promised her thas 
Solomon should hav the kingdom. David remem- 
‘bers nothing of the sort. She persistently repeats 
the alleged promis and slowly retires. Nathan, 
who is within hearing, now comes in from the op- 
posit wing and importunes David in the exact 
words used by Bathsheba. David in his weakness 
yields and dies. Then from the tower Nathan, 
with a Thus saith the Lord, proclaims Solomon the 
king. Now the first official act of the wisest man 


is to order the death of his half-brother. And 
“ God is love.” 

The Old Testament abounds with fabulous stories 
—all sacred—about the prophets. Now, when 
from some other book the Christian reads an 
Arabian story of magic he sees the joke; but on 
reading a similar one in the Bible he is stupidly 
blind. When in the “Arabian Nights” he finds 
persons through enchantment changed to stone, he 
does not feel obliged to believe the story literally 
true; but when he reads the story of Lot’s wife, to 
save his soul he must believe it true. When in the 


`| former he reads of a merry fellow who, with the aid 


of a magic rug, flies from one province to another, 


he does not feel particularly serious; but when he 


reads the story of the prophet Elijah, who by the 
virtue of his magic mantle flies up out of sight, he 
is afraid to doubt. , 

Christians generally esteem the prophets in pro- 
portion to the strength of their malignity. For 
solid hate toward everything on earth Jeremiah and 
Ezekiel stand high ; but they fall short of the Chris- 
tian hope of eternal torment. Daniel is the only 
Old Testament prophet that can be forced to carry 
vengeance beyond the grave; and he appears mod- 
est when compared with John’s Revelation. 

The Revelation itself shows that the early Chris- 
tians quarreled and differed widely among. them- 
selvs; that each group hated the others more than 
they did pagans. John thought that he alone pos- 
sessed the true joker, and he vents his spite against 
the brethren in general, and the seven churches in 
Asia in particular, through a pretended Revelation. 
He was mad all through. He pursues them with 
fire and brimstone into the next world, and pictures 
the. smoke of their torments ascending forever in 
presence of the lamb! And “God is love.” 

This terrible Revelation was not concocted till 
some fifty years after the time of the supposed 
crucifixion, and for a long time after that it was not 
accepted as having any divine authority. But when 
the Latin or Roman branch of Christians became 
dominant, the Revelation was added to the canon. 
Its fiery anathemas could be turned against heretics. 
And thus has it ever been used. The Protestant 
priest, too, takes solid comfort in turning back its 


venomous oracles on the papacy. How many “able | 


sermons ” hav been preached in which the appli- 
cation of its terrors to Rome—the seat of the scarlet 
woman, the great whore of Babylon, etc.—consti- 
tuted all the ability. And God is love. 

The prophets spent their sour lives prognosticat- 
ing all manner of calamities; hence, all the woes 
that befall mankind are to the Christian fulfillments 
of prophecy. The Christian tries to believe that 
the prophet could look at future events through 
time just as a boy steals a look at the circus through 
a knothole. Some pious historians so believe. Rol- 
lin in his general history adds frequent notes giv- 
ing chapter and verse where he sees prophesied the 
events related in the text. 

The Revelation is an inexhaustible fountain of 
delights to the Christian who loves his enemies. 
There he can fancy them floundering with fiery 
dragons in blazing sulphur till he becomes oblivious 
to all things natural. 

In pouring out the vials of John’s wrath upon 
heretics and antichrists the priest had been so gen- 
erous that when he comes to the French Revolution 
the last vial is drained; but he is not satisfied. 
Since that evolutionary period more attention has 
been given to the prophetic closing up of all earthly 
things, and the Christian hope of soon scooping 
most of the human race into John’s lake of fire and 
brimstone. How many pious students hav prayer- 
fully wrestled with the prophetic data of “time, 
time, and a half time,” hunting a date when time 
shall end, and figured themselvs into the grave or 
a madhouse, while the heedless old world jogs on! 
Sometimes whole communities go daft with the ex- 
pectation of a sudden wind-up, prepare ascension 
nightgowns, and neglect to feed the pig. 

Six years ago Rev. M. Baxter, Episcopal clergy- 
man and editor of the English Christian Herald, 
came here and kindly informed us that within 
thirteen years from date England would lose Ire- 
land and India, France conquer Germany, great 
spread of Socialism and Spiritualism, culminating in 
a massacre of myriads of Christians by the anti- 
christ powers during three and a half years, and 
then the millennium of a thousand years would be- 
gin! He figured it all out, and illustrated his knowl- 
edge with twenty large paintings in a Broadway 
hall. There were Daniel’s brass-headed statue, he- 
goats, etc., and John’s fiery dragon, smiling harlot, 
grinning Satan, etc. This wise man from the Hast 
knew a prodigious amount that isn’t 80, and conse- 
quently drew and edified large gaping audiences 
that contributed freely for Jesus’s sake. 

Pagan Greeceand Rome had their inspired oracle 
prophets ; but the time came when the people lost 


faith in them, and the renowned temples were de- 
serted. When the people of Christendom lose 
faith in the lying prophets of the old Bible—come 
to know that the echoes of their maledictions died 
out in their own land and generation, and hav 
courage to say 80, then will their temples of super- 
stition be deserted, and the priest driven to some 
useful employment—perhaps ferreting the causes 
of idiotcy and the potato-rot. L. G. Rep. 


The Great Governor of Pennsylvania. 


The very ilast item in Tue Trurs SreKER of July 
1st makes a nativ’s hair stand on end and wonder 
why it is that Governor Pattison would be in favor 
of the enforcement of a law passed one hundred 
years ago, which taxes Sunday newspapers $25. 
The great governor in his veto has the following 
startling sentence: “The instincts of a moral and 
law-abiding people find it as much needed to-day 
as when written into the laws a hundred years 
ago.” The above is not so startling when taken 
into consideration that this governor was one who 
so bitterly opposed the opening of the World’s Fair 
on Sunday. The governor’s actions are the very 
fairest illustrations of hypocrisy among this very 
class of people. Does “Bobby” Pattison hav any 
conscientious scruples about holding stock in the 
Philadelphia Record, which prints a Sunday edi- 
tion? No! Why? Because it is alleged that the 
Sunday edition of that paper pays its owners, above 
all expenses, about $1,500 every Sunday for fifty- 
two Sundays every year. 

Surely the great governor of Pennsylvania does 
not mean to say that he is not one of “a moral and 
law-abiding people.” But if “Bobby” has stock 
in a Sunday newspaper, does not his own veto 
make him a citizen who has no regards for morality 
and the law of his state ? 

I hav only quoted the governor’s own words in 
which he infers that anyone connected with a Sun- 
day newspaper is not of sound moruls or a law- 
abiding citizen. 

And what does all this help to prove? Nothing 
if not that the almighty dollar is the supreme 
ruler of this universe, instead of the gentleman 
commonly known as Jesus Christ. 

. J. Warp DirnL. 

` Watsontown, Pa., July 5, 1893. 


Christianity Encourages the Sinners and the 
Vile. 
From Modern Thought, Bombay, Indta. 

The Bombay Guardian quotes from the New 
York Independent the following extract: 

Tue Trura Szexur is an Infidel paper which is en- 
gaged weekly in giving caricatures of scripture subjects. 
. . . A recent issue carries on the first page a repre- 
sentation of a stream of desperate characters—liars, 
thieves, perjurers, murderers—entering ‘‘the fold of 
Christ.” It is called ‘‘The Sinner’s Hope and Last 
Refuge of the Vile.” The picture is not a caricature. It 
truthfully represents a great Christian doctrin. There is 
salvation for thieves and liars and murderers. This is 
a great and glorious truth. It is indeed the ‘‘sinner’s 
hope,” the ‘last refuge of the vile.” It is in this that 
the divinity of the Christian scheme of salvation appears. 
The vilest may enter the fold of Christ, leaving their 
vileness at the gate. Unbelief is fatalistic. It holds 
that the vile can never be anything but vile. The Chris- 
tian doctrin is & nobler and truer doctrin. It has hope 
and the power of reformation in it. For once THE 
Trora SEEKER has drawn better than it knew. 

Evidently the New York Independent and the 
Guardian do not, or pretend not’ to, understand 
Tue Truru Serexer caricature. The caricature 
shows what a license to commit sin the Christian 
scheme of redemption is. Scarcely. anything has 
been done by the gospel of Christ, which has been 
preached for the last eighteen hundred years, to 
make sinners leave “their vileness at the gate.” 
Gallows, jails, brothels, and reformatories still exist. 
In Christian England they are required more than 
in pagan India. It is indeed the “sinner’s hope” 
the “last refuge of the vile,” inasmuch as the vile 
start afresh each time they are forgiven through 
the merits of a savior called Christ. Science treats 
crime as a disease to be cured by scientific means, 
while Christianity treats it as a corrupted state of 
man’s nature born with him and to be cured by be- 
lief in a redeemer. ` Which is the nobler? which the 


truer? 


a 


We Hav Done a Valuable Service. 
From the Investigator. 

‘¢ A Handbook of Freethought.” Containing, in con- 
densed and systematized form, & vast amount of evidence 
against the superstitious doctrins of Christianity. Se- 
lected by W. 8. Bell. This book is a perfect arsenal of 
weapons against the superstitions of Christianity. With 
this book in his possession the Freethinker is armed to 
overcome his religious opponent at every point. Mr. 
Bell has done the cause he serves a valuable service in the 
compilation of this volume, and The Truth Seeker Co. in 
issuing it in paper covers has placed it within the reach 
of all. Truth Seeker Co., 28 Lafayette place, New 
York. 381 pages. Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 
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An Illustrated Freethinkers’ Guide-Book to We desire to call the attention of readers of Tur 


the World’s Fair. 

We shall print Mr. Putnam’s letters from Chicago 
in a pamphlet to be called “Pen Pictures of the 
World’s Fair,” before their complete appearance 
in Tue Teura Szexer. We shall get the book out 
in time to be used as a guide-book for those who 
visit Chicago during the last three months of the 
Fair. These letters hay been highly commended, 
and deservedly so, for the descriptions are veritable 
poems, and all the statements are as accurate as 
official information can make them. Those who go 
to the Fair will find the book exceedingly useful, 
for Mr. Putnam has laid it all put from beginning 
to end, and the book will save visitors’ time. Those 
who read it will know what to see, and where the 
sights are. It will contain as much information as 
is possible to crowd into a work of its limit. It 
will be illustrated with a bird’s-eye view of the Fair, 


giving visitors a general idea of the place, a map of the. 


Park, enabling them to find their way around, and 
with pictures.of the principal buildings of the Expo- 
sition. Those who do not go tothe Fair will in this 
book see it in all its glory, and certainly will know 
more about the Exhibition than those who attend 
without this guide-book, trusting tomemory. Those 
who go to Chicago will receive great benefit from it; 
those who do not, still greater. The price of the 
book is 25 cents. 


A Book Every Freethinker Will Hav to Hav. 
We placed in the pressman’s hands last week Mr. 
Remsburg’s new book, “Abraham Lincoln: Was 
He a Christian ?” and we ought to get it away from 
him and the binder in ten or fifteen days. The 
work will be handsomely finished, in fine paper, 
and be a thing of beauty as well as a quieter of 
religious tales. l 

One of the most noted controversies of the cent- 
ury has been waged over the question of Abraham 
Lincoln’s religious belief. Soon after the remains 
of America’s most illustrious son were laid to rest 
at Springfield, one of his biographers, Dr. Holland, 
put forward the claim that he wasa Christian. The 
claim was promptly denied by the dead statesman’s 
friends, but only to be renewed again, and again 
denied. And thus for a quarter of a century the 
question of Lincoln’s belief has been tossed like a 
battledore from side to side. 

For fifteen years Mr. Remsburg has been collect- 
ing material for his work. He presents an array 
of testimony that is irresistible and overwhelming, 
and which must put this question at rest forever. 
In addition to the testimony of twenty witnesses 
who claim that Lincoln was a Christian, and which 
is reviewed and refuted, he adduces the testimony 
of more than a hundred witnesses in proof of the 
claim that Lincoln was not a Christian. These wit- 
nesses include his wife and other relativs ; his three 
law partners; his private secretaries; members of 
his cabinet; his principal biographers, and scores 
of his most intimate friends. 

NOTED WITNESSES. 

Hon. W. H. Herndon, (ol. Ward H. Lamon, 
Hon. John T. Stuart, Col. Jas. H. Matheny, Col. 
John G. Nicolay, Judge David Davis, Col. Jesse W. 
Fell, Hon. Leonard Swett, Dr. William Jayne, Judge 
Stephen T. Logan, Joshua F. Speed, Hon. Jesse 
K. Dubois, Hon. Joseph Gillespie, Dr. C. H. Ray, 


Col. F. S. Rutherford, Judge Robert Leachman, 


Col. R. G. Ingersoll, Leonard W. Volk, J oseph 
Jefferson, Hon. E. B. Washburne, Hon. E. M. 
Haines, Hon. James Tuttle, Hon. M. B. Field, Hon. 
Geo. W. Julian, Hon. John B. Alley, Hon. Hugh 
McCulloch, Gen. M. M. Trumbull, Rev. David 
Swing, Rev. Robert Collyer, Judge Jesse W. Weik, 
Hon. J. P. Usher, Hon. Geo. S. Boutwell, Hon. 
Wm. D. Kelley, Salmon P. Chase, Wm. H. Seward, 
Hon. John Covode, Hon. A. J. Grover, Hon. W. H. 
T. Wakefield, Gen. D. W. Wilder, Judge Aaron 
Goodrich, Judge James M. Nelson, Rev. Edward 
Eggleston, Rev. John W. Chadwick, Donn Piatt, H. 


K. Magie, Dennis F. Hanks, Mrs. Sarah Lincoln, 
Mrs. Mary Lincoln. 


The foregoing and sixty other reputable wit- 
nesses testify that the greatest man born on this 
continent was a Freethinker. 

Large 12mo, 336 pages, in handsome cloth, $1; 
in paper, 50 cents. 


Truru Sezer to the benefits of subscribing to the 
Truth Seeker Monthly Library. The yearly sub- 
scription is only $3, and subscribérs to the Library 
receive a paper-bound copy of each book issued in 
it; or, if they desire the books in cloth binding, 
subscribers to the Library can remit the difference 
in price between paper and cloth binding, and get 
the books in the latter shape. So far this year sub- 
scribers to the Library hay received “ Paine Vindi- 
cated,” by Colonel Ingersoll, price 15 cents; the 
« Creation of God,” by Dr. Hartmann, price 50 cents; 
the “ Resurrection of Jesus,” by Don Allen, price 
40 cents; “Crimes of Preachers,” price 25 cents; 
the “Handbook of Freethought,” by W. S. Bell, 
price 50 cents; “ Religion a Curse,” by S. P. Put- 
nam, price 25 cents; “Design Argument Fallacies,” 
price 15 cents, making two dollars and twenty cents’ 


worth in five months, or at the rate of $5.40 worth 


per year; and all for $3 paid in advance. J. E. 
Remsburg’s “Abraham Lincoln: Was He a Chris- 
tian?” will be ready very soon, and other books be- 
sides are in preparation. Two of these, we may 
mention, are “ Progress and Pleasure,” by A. M. 
Lorentz, LL.B., of which further notice will 
shortly be made, and Mr. Putnam’s “Pen Pictures 
of the World’s Fair,” of great value to visitors to 
the Fair, and still greater to those who cannot 
attend. Send $3 and receive at once the books 
already published, and; as they appear, those which 
will be published between now and January, 94. 


oo 
‘Four Hundred Years of Freethought.” 

In connection with the World’s Fair and Inter- 
national Freethought Congress no subject can be 
more interesting than the progress of Freethought 
since the landing of Columbus on these shores. 
The most brilliant and alluring pages of 
human history are open before us. The great- 
est events and the greatest geniuses of the 
world are seen in their relation to the glory of 
to-day. Only by understanding the progress of 
Freethought for the last four centuries can we 
understand the present time. It is a wonderful 
record, more. beautiful than any romance. Every 
Freethinker interested in the advancement of the 
race, and wishing to see the true meaning of civil- 
ization, should read this history. 

I propose to show the progress of Freethought 
for the last four centuries in philosophy, science, 
literature, education, and government. It will be 
a book of permanent value, for it deals with the 
most fruitful portion of history. I shall devote 
my time from now until the meeting of the Inter- 


national Congress to writing this book, and the |. 
| book will conclude with a report of the Con- 


gress itself, in the best manner in which I can do 
it, giving a living picture, I hope, of this great 
gathering; of those who take part in it, the repre- 
sentativs of our cause throughout the world. I 
intend to make this book not only a correct history 
of the last four centuries, but of organized Free- 
thought to-day, and therefore it will be valuable for 
reference. I do not mean, however, to giva bare 


.abstraction of events, but to clothe them with life 


and color, to show the heart and brain of humanity 
in its eternal struggle for truth and liberty. 

I shall issue a souvenir edition of this book in 
commemoration of the International Congress. I 
propose to make it in every respect a book worthy 
of the cause. It will be elegantly bound. It will 
contain the portraits of over fifty Freethinkers, 
living and dead, who hav adorned the history of 
our work. It will be a gallery of Freethought, as 
well as its written record. It will be something 
worthy to preserve and valuable as a gift to friends, 
illustrating what Freethought has been and is 
to-day. 

I shall sell this book by subscription, and I 
desire subscriptions from friends at the earliest 
possible moment. The subscriptions will be for 
the benefit of the International Congress as well as 
for the publication of the book. The names of all 
subscribers will be enrolled in the book along with 
the members and officers of the International 
Congress, whether they attend the Congress 
or not, and in this way in permanent form 
there will be a list of the pioneer Freethinkers 
of the world. I hope everyone will feel it an 
honor to be on that list, and will hasten to en- 
roll their name. I do not mean to do things cheaply, 
but generously. I want to make this one of the 
best and handsomest books ever published in the 
interests of Freethought. Therefore, I shall make 
the price per copy $5.00. All above the cost of 
publication will be for the benefit of the Free- 
thought International Congress. 

Friends, I ask you to subscribe for thi# book; 


you will thus help to secure in permanent form the 
history of Freethought in its noblest career; you 
will thus put yourself upon the roll of the pioneers 
of the great cause, and you will at this important 
time aid financially the Congress of the Freethink- 
ers of. the World. Address, 
Saumur, P. Purnam, 
Trura SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Coerciv Laws and Their Instigators. 
There is a truth which neither logical presenta- 


‘tion nor practical illustration seems sufficient to 


impress upon a certain limited class, who make up 
in egotistical aggressivness for what they lack in 
intelligent perception, and who are aa noisy in their 
irrational positivism as a flock of chattering jays. 
It is, that coercion is so directly hostil to human 
nature that it ever produces resistance; and not 
one in a million will consent to be even pleased 
upon compulsion. 

The class in question is that whose views are 
ever dogmatically opposed to opinions, practices, 
and objects which, not more than ordinary acumen 
is requisit to see, are always those for which the 
dogmatists hav no natural inclination, and which - 
are incompatible with their peculiar interests and 
designs. . It is this class too that arrogates the 
right of censorship over all the rest of mankind. 
As Teodoro Serrao says: “There are still in this 
world a great many people who pretend to make 
rules for others, who assume to giv a general meas- 
ure for human feelings and sentiments, and do not 
hesitate to declare that somebody has overgone the 
limits, if he does not restrict himself within their 
bounds. And these philosophers, these judges of 
human actions, think they are quite right in trying 
to adapt their general rule to each man, fancying 
that their rule is like an umbrella, that can cover 
all sorts of men.” 

The self-conscious goodness of such persons is 
wonderful. Judged by their utterances, they hav 
the power of unerring discrimination between right 
and wrong; a gift the more remarkable since their 
belief even at the threshold of the twentieth cent- 
ory is apparently identical with that of the doleful 
Pollock, who thus croaks in his poem, “'The Course: 
of Time :” 

Earth’s cup 
Is poisoned; her renown, most infamous; . 
Her gold, seem as it may, is really dust; 
Her titles, slanderous names; her praise, reproach; 
Her strength, an idiot’s boast; her wisdom, blind; 
Her gain, eternal loss; her hope, a dream; 
Her love, her friendship, enmity with God; 
Her promises, a lie; her smile, a harlot’s; 
Her beauty, paint, and rotten within; her pleasures, 
Deadly assassins masked; her laughter, grief; 
Her breasts, the sting of death; her total sum, 
Her all, most utter vanity; and all 
Her lovers mad; insane most grievously; 
And most insane, because they know it not. 


The undue proportion of evil to good in that 
pessimistic presentment reminds one strongly of 
the “intolerable deal of sack” to a half-pennyworth 
of bread in Falstaff’s tavern bill. If Pollock be ac- 
cepted as an oracle, Pope must hav been afflicted 
with mental strabismus when he wrote, “ Whatever 
is, is right.” 

They of whom we speak hav been personified in 
a pen-portrait by “Max O’Rell.” “ Anglo-Saxon 
land,” says that writer, “is governed by the unco’ 
guid. Good society cordially despises him; the 
aristocracy of Anglo-Saxon intelligence, philoso- 
phers, scientists, men of letters, sculptors, painters, 
simply loathe him; but all hav to bow to his 
rule, and submit their works to his most incompe- 
tent criticism.” That is true, more’s the pity. So, 
too, is the declaration, “The Anglo-Saxon unco’ 
guid is the successor of the Pharisee:” and in 
whatever is innovativ, progressiv, liberal, pleasur- 
able, care-alleviating, above all, popular, the Phari- 
sees of to-day are sure to imagin wickedness. In- 
gersoll has described them in words that burn: 
“They do not walk the streets of the city of life; 
they explore the sewers; they stand in the gutters. 
and cry ‘Unclean!’ They pretend that beauty is a 
snare; that love is a Delilah; that the highway of joy 
is a broad road lined with flowers and filled with per- 
fume, leading to the city of eternal sorrow.” 

As Blouet intimates, art and literature are not 
exempt from fanatical persecution. An exquisit 
painting like the Temptation of, St. Anthony must 
be veiled; a classical statue like the Venus de 
Medici must be swathed. To morbid minds “the 
most beautiful thing is hypocrisy adorned with a 
blush ;” they cannot understand that “drapery 
about the perfect was suggested by immodesty.” 
Well-meaning authors of physiological treatises are 
sent.to state prisons, for the heinous “crime” of 
publishing truths abhorred by the dilettanti, whose 
“policy of silence” is nothing less than tacit ap- 
proval of the abominations such outspoken truths 
expose. The works of able, conscientious writers, 


like Tolstoi and Helen Gardener, are seized from 
booksellers’ stands, excluded from the mails, and 
burnt in the custom-house at Washington. In- 

` stitutions and agencies, patronized by the Pharisees 
themselvs every day in the week, become sources 
of pollution and disseminators of vice with the ad- 
vent of Sunday. Public libraries and art galleries 
open on that day are fiercely denounced; the news- 
paper is branded a “cesspool of corruption.” The 
rich man may take his family to church in his own 
carriage, without reproach; the poor man who goes 
in a horse-car encourages “Sabbath” desecration— 
a most anomalous thing to do. Jews and Seventh- 
day Baptists, guiltless of violating the only Sabbath 
recognized in the Bible, run the risk of compulsory 
worship in prison chapels, if they insist upon work- 
ing on the day substituted by Constantine's edict, 
321 a.p. Verily! Christian consistency is a rare 
jewel! It may seriously be asked, why is not Sun- 
day an evil day, since it makes things corrupting: 
that at other times are held to be pure? 

The question naturally suggests itself, Why is 
the rule of narrow minds in the ascendant, if it is 
not backed by public opinion? The stability of 
our society is supposed to depend as much upon 
opinion as upon law, and more upon opinion than 
force. The anomalous state of affairs depicted is 
not conduciv to stability: why does it exist? 

One among a number of reasons that might be 
advanced is the failure of the great body of the 
people to appreciate the texture of the net whose 
meshes fanaticism, bigotry, and superstition are in- 
sidiously multiplying and constantly endeavoring to 
draw closer around personal, mental, and popular 
liberty. The masses are too disposed to contempt- 
uous indifference to machinations against their 
rights and liberties. By concentrated, properly 
organized and directed. efforts they were brought 
to realize and reject the iniquity of “protection” 
in the interest of the plutocracy; by such efforts 
only can they be made to understand and reject 
protected intolerance. Every well-informed person 
knows that most of the trouble-making fanatics 
consort with a faction of less than one-third the 
population of the United States. They do not 
truly represent a large minority of that faction, but 

. they work together for the perpetuation of their 
medieval theories and practices with a systematic 
persistency which the Liberalists would do well to 
emulate. It is these posing paragons that compose 
the class referred to in our opening proposition. 
‘We hav described that class as limited, but the 
game cannot be said of their self-exalting claims, 
all of which are built upon the fallacies, “ We alone 
possess truth; we alone represent the highest 
moral sentiment of the community.” Necessarily, 
intolerance with all its detested accessories is as in- 
separable from such immaculateness a8 heat from 
fire. 

Added to these are the advocates of slavery, with 


the state for a master; the defenders of caste, the |. 


supporters of exclusiv class privileges, and an 
aristocracy of wealth, all of whom hav taken to 
aping the habits of thought of effete monarchies, 
and stand ready to adopt any means for depriving 
the people of that equality of opportunity which 
the Constitution of the United States ought to but 
does not guarantee. 

De Tocqueville makes it an accusation against 
democratic societies that, while they hav banished 
ssfetters and headsmen, the coarse instruments 
which tyranny formerly employed against freedom 
of thought and action, they hav refined the arts of 
despotism.” An individual can no longer say, 
«You shall think as I do upon pain of death,” but 
a single class say: “You are free to think differ- 
ently from us and retain your life, your property, 
and all that you possess; but if such be your de- 
termination you are henceforth an alien amongst 
your people; you may retain your civil rights, but 
they will be useless to you, for you will never be 
chosen by your fellow-citizens if you solicit their 
suffrages; and they will affect to scorn you if you 
solicit their esteem. You will remain among men, 
but you will be deprived of the rights of mankind. 
Your fellow-citizens will shun you like an impure 
being; and those who are most persuaded of your 
innocence will abandon you, too, lest they should 
be shunned in their turn. Go in peace! I hav 
given you life, but it is an existence incomparably 
worse than death.” 

De Tocqueville is at once right and wrong: Cant- 
ing morality does indeed say to non-conformers, 
«You may think differently and retain all you pos- 
sess ;” but occurrences are not wanting to giv the 
lie to the formula. Witness the demand of the 
bigots that the army be employed to suppress free- 
dom of opinion and action in the matter of closing 
the Columbian Exposition Sunday. “You shall 
think as we do, or be murdered,” is their ultimatum. 
Ordinarily, we grant, the outward symbols of per- 


secution hav disappeared (to the sorrow of some 
who would unquestionably welcome the resurrec- 
tion of the rack and the thumb-screw), but its 
spirit and habit remain, unshorn of a complex, in- 
sidious, flagrantly . misused instrumentality—the 
law. ; 

Now, it is an axiom that the fewer the parts com- 
posing a piece of machinery the less liable it is to 
derangement and the greater the chances of its 
working smoothly and effectivly. It is equally true 
that the fewer and simpler the laws under which 
a government is administered—provided of course 
they be wise and beneficent—the greater the 
probability of their enforcement and the better the 
condition and contentment of the people. Yet, 
self-evident as that proposition is, or ought to be, 
to every reasoning observer, it receives but slight 
consideration from legislators and the press, and is 
apparéntly scouted by the pulpit. The clergy 
especially seem as incapable of understanding that 
the multiplication of laws indicates distrust of the 
people, as of noting that the people are not blind 
to the distrust. ‘March without the people,” said 
a French deputy from the tribune, “and you march 
into night.” Few men of the cloth can bring 
themselvs to believe with Emerson, “ The instinct 
of the people is right.” Fewer still possess the 
mental breadth which prompted Hamlin Garland to 
declare: “I, for one, hav such faith in human 
nature, such trust in the ever-growing altruism of 
expanding individuality, that I am content to work 
for freedom, for less government, for less militancy, 
less meddling with spontaneous co-operation among 
the units of society.” Too many ministers approve 
underhanded efforts to secure statutes and, con- 
structions which, it has been well said, may at an 
early day be used to fetter thought, crush liberty, 
and throttle the vanguard of progress. “Be it 
enacted,” is the clerical catholicon for all moral and 
social ailments, and not the mythical “Word” on 
which they profess to rely. A business man whose 
every rule and act betrays suspicion of his sub- 
ordinates cannot hav studied human nature in his 
own interest, since the respect and best services of 
employees are seldom, if ever, given under such a 
regime. No more can a government expect general 
respect for, or lasting peace and prosperity under, 
a complexity of laws, which indicates want of con- 
fidence in the proletariat, particularly if the laws 
themselvs are aimed at the suppression of indi- 
vidualism, as is too often the case in this country 
at the present time. 

Says the editor of that Liberal, impartial, and 
progressiv magazine, the Arena, speaking of 
Nationalism, which, in his opinion, contemplates 
the reduction of mankind to a governmental vassal- 
age: “The great point has been emphasized time 
and time again and never been satisfactorily met, 
that in proportion as the power of government is 
increased, and laws multiply, persecutions increase. 
As laws are repealed and the people enjoy 
greater liberty, progress and advancement mark 
man’s onward march. And while it is obvious that 
humanity is far from the point where no law is 
necessary, our faces should be set toward freedom. 
And we should steadfastly oppose the law-making 
mania which is so cursing our people with onerous 
and unjust legislation. I hav been forced 
to the conclusion that progress, advancement, and 
happiness lie in the wake of less law and wider 
liberty.” 

And not only should there be fewer laws, but 
milder treatment of the violators of some laws that 
cannot be abrogated under existing conditions of 
society ; for nothing is truer than that decrease of 
the severity of the laws tends directly to increase 
their efficacy; and the most sanguinary enactments 
will become more and more inefficacious in propor- 
tion to the increased rigor employed in their ad- 
ministration. 

Says Prof. Joseph Rodes Buchanan: “ The peo- 
ple of any age hav no suspicion whatever of the 
way in which they will be regarded by posterity.” 
Certain it is, there is little realization now of the 
view that will ultimately be taken of many of the 
laws enacted in the name of justice. Once ina 
while the reforming energy is aroused against un- 
reasonable and excessivly severe legislation, as it 
was during the decline of the Whig ministry in 
England, a little over half a century ago; and it is 
significant that at such times public sentiment is 
always far ahead of the inclinations of constituted 
authority, with the result that the concessions made 
are far behind those demanded. It was said by the 
“‘conservativs ” of the time that the abolition of the 
death penalty for many offenses cheered every 
rogue in England. Was the reform, therefore, un- 
wise? That which the rogues approved resulted 
in the surer punishment of roguery. The advo- 
cates of hanging for stealing a joint of meat de- 
nouned Sir Samuel Romilly as opening the jails 


and giving up England to thieves; but he would 
be regarded as a monster who should now propose 
to reenact that accursed law. We look back with 
abhorrence at the bloody persecutions of the Vau- 
dois and the Covenanters, and the work of the pious 
stranglers in Salem. Yet these outrages were per- 
petrated under the forms and protection of the law ; 
and the spirit which prompted them has not disap- 
peared. The “late lamented” John Calvin—he 
who waged war against worldly pleasures of every 
description, compassed the burning of Servetus at 
the stake, and had unfortunate women at Geneva 
sewn up in bags and thrown into lake Leman—is 
still held in high esteem in some quarters, though 
there is none that dares to openly approve the 
dastardly methods he employed in support of his 
fiendish morality. j 

These remarks will, of course, arouse the ire of 
those conspicuously just and merciful individuals 
who, regarding as wicked everybody with whom 
they do not agree, and as criminal everything they 
do not practice or approve, are constantly endeavor- 
ing to increase an already flagrant evil by the 
creation of new statutory offenses and accompany- 
ing penalties. Yet it is as true to-day asit was two 
thousand years ago that “Fear is a bad preserver 
of that which is intended to endure; on the other 
hand, considerateness will secure fidelity forever.” 
It is also well to remember that “the evils which 
hav been produced by fanaticism, prompted by 
motivs really good, are equal to those that hav 
sprung from confirmed vice.” 

“The chronic distrust of the people felt among 
book-educated and professional men,” is cited by 
that rigidly orthodox theologian, Rev. Carlos D. 
Martyn, D.D., as one among a number of dangers 
that immediately threaten the country. Had he 
added that this distrust finds its expression through 
a steadily augmenting labyrinth of laws for the 
abridgment of popular and individual liberty, he 
would hav spoken no more than the simple truth. 

Of late years the combination of politics with 
religion has had an enlightening effect, but not in 
the way desired by political preachers. No less an 
authority than General Clarkson has declared that 
young men hav been alienated from the Repub- 
lican party by the intolerance of morality. His per- 
ception is not at fault; but the eyes of many older 
members of that party also hav been opened, 
greatly to its advantage. It has been remarked, 
and the public utterances of President Cleveland 
show it to be his belief, that the centralizing ten- 
dencies of the Republican party hav strongly re- 
inforced the drift of thought toward Nationalism, 
which is governmental paternalism in its most ob- 
noxious form, and would engulf the nation in a mæl- 
strom of inexorable law. Edgar Fawcett, Professor 
Buchanan, Mr. Pentecost, and other thinkers, fear 
a cataleysm in the near future, and many signs 
point thereto as surely as they did in France in the 
days of the Encyclopedists. We are sufficiently 
optimistic, however, to think that there are present 
indications that the great majority of the people are 
not “looking backward” to pattern by legalized 
despotism supported by military force, but forward 
to a government which shall guarantee the utmost 
rights and liberties of the individual, under the 
fewest laws consistent with the welfare of the 
state. James TYTLER CUMMINGS. 


Lectures and Meetings. 


W. F. Jammson has received 2 call to California, His 
Liberal friend writes: ‘‘I am appointed to write you and 
open negotiations with the object of having you make your 
home here. We mean business, and will furnish you a 
house and lot free of incumbrance as a gift if you will 
come here to liv. We do not expect you to lecture to 
us only when you wish to and are notaway. Butif you 
liv here we will be satisfied, and will take hold of the 
work with a will.” Mr. Jamieson has accepted the call 
from his California friends, which he says is better than 
a ‘call from the Lord,” and is making his arrangements 
to go in the course of a few weeks. He will deliver 
courses of lectures this fall and winter along the Pacific 
coast, and requests the Liberals of California, Oregon, 
anc Washington to address him for the present at Mosca, 
Col. 


Tue Newark Liberal League made their excursion to 
Glen island on the 7th, as intended, and had a very 
enjoyable and interesting time. The Lord was very 
kind, and arranged the weather with a due regard to- 
ward those who he must feel are advancing his cause. 
They were met by a large delegation from the Philosoph- 
ical Society, Brooklyn, and Manhattan Liberal League, 
New York, and together they formed a solid phalanx that 
could do good battle with any church or creed in exist- 
ence. After a sumptuous repast and posing for the pho- 
tograpbic fiend, they journeyed to the Paine monument, 
where a handsome design in immortels was laid with 
appropriate ceremonies by Henry Bird, Esq., president 
of the League. It was suggested by those present that a 
Union Picnic be held each year by the Freethinkeis of 
neighboring clubs, and some even went so far as to sug- 
gest that a sort of Chautauqua Club be formed, wit 
meetings quarterly or oftener. We trust that this socia- 
bility will grow and be a leading feature in advancing 
the cause. 
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Letters of Griends. 


Thoughtful Appreciation. 
- PHILADELPHIA, Pa., June 27, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: Inclosed please find $5 for 
renewal of my paper and the books named. 
And a word about Taz TRUTH SEEKER. 
For a Freethought paper, it is all one’s 
ideal could suggest, and on its arrival I 
devour all. that is in it with greediness, 
and then, like Oliver Twist, would ask for 
more.. But it is best that one should rest 
between these mental repasts, and giv 
one’s brain time to digest the good things 
it has received. 

Ihav been taking your paper a little less 
than two years, and in that time I hav be- 
come so attached to it and its contributors 
that I find myself looking for it before it 
is due. 

From cover to cover it is interesting and 
inetructiv. 

Samuel P. Putnam’s articles need but to 
be read to be appreciated. Teeming with 
beautiful thoughts, beautifully expressed, 
they are indeed a wealth. 

Watson Heston’s pictures express the 
pith of many volumes, and from almost 
every pen-stroke one gets a. reminder of 

‘something he has heard or read against 
religious intolerance. 

I hav been very deeply interested in the 
discussion on the God question between A. 
Augusta Chapman and Otto Wettstein, 
both worthy champions of their cause. 
But up to date Mr. Wettstein is on top, to 
my mind, But whether we agree with 
Miss Chapman or not, we must admit that 
she is a deep thinker and a most lucid ex- 
pounder of her theories, and one is all 
the better for having read her written 
thoughts, 

The editorials are always fine, and after 
having consumed all the rest I turn to 
them, left until the last because of their 
fitness as a dessert to top off such an intel- 
lectual feast. 

The star of Freethought is in the as- 
cendant, and with such champions it will 
continue to rise until it reaches its zenith, 
and by its very brightness dispel the black 
fogs of superstition that enshroud so many 
thousands of our fellow-men, 

Let the watchword that speeds us be 
Freedom and Right; push onward and up- 
ward and never say die. 

Yours for Freethought, 
Wm, A. Covuic. 


Congress’s Act Was Unconstitutional. 
VINELAND, N. J., June 26, 1898. 

Mr. Enprror: The present Congress of 
the United States gave by ensctment the 
sum of $2,500,000 for the benefit of the 
World’s Fair. They provided in said 
enactment that the money was given in 
consideration that the gates of the Fair 
grounds should be closed on Sundays. In 
a second enactment Congress voted that 
the gates of the Fair grounds should be 
closed on Sundays. 

This law of Congress has been appealed 
to the United States district court and 
overruled by Judge Fuller with the full 
bench deciding that the gates shall be 
kept open on Sundays. The court also 
decided that the money given the World’s 
Fair was not a gift and could not be a con- 
sideration for closing the gates on Sundays. 

Now, the above enactments of Congress 
show a want of wisdom in the present 
Congress that must tell for future de- 


cisions of legislativ bodies of no small con-’ 


sideration ior good. The acts were un- 
just as well as unlawful, for the Constitu- 
tion expressly declares, ‘‘Congress shall 
make no law respecting the establishing 
of religion.” Was not the closing of the 
gates a law respecting religion which in- 
eluded the superstitious reverence of Sun- 
day? And yet there is no day in the week 
that is not held by some denomination as 
‘a holy-day against common sense and 
reason. 

That Congress has made itself noted 
for future men or legislators of thought 
and ought to be known by name, to show 
what men will do for their religion and 
against plain law, for there it is before my 
eyes, ‘‘Congress shall make no law re- 
epecting an establishment of religion.” 
The law is as infamous as was the Dred 
Scott law—both repealed—and each will 
be looked at with contempt in the future 


archives of legislativ history as examples 
of perversion of justice and truth on the 
most important of all subjects, having the 
interests of thousands at stake. 

Mr. Editor, if you can spare the space 
in your noble paper to place the few lines 
Í write you by the side of the article from 
my good old friend, Brother Hacker, who 
is almost my next-door neighbor and who 
is so nobly showing up the old heathen 
book of obscenity, fables, and nonsense, I 
shall feel proud. I shall feel proud also 
to see itin the paper so ably written for 
by Brother Putnam, who so excellently 
defended the cause at Washington. 

Please send me the pamphlet, ‘‘ Religion 
a Curse, Religion a Disease, Religion a 
Lie.” Rimzy McApams. 


A Heavy Broadside Against the Bible. 
Kearney, NEB., June 25, 1898. 

Mr. Evrror: I will state why I am not an 
orthodox Christian. People are sometimes 
compelled to make statements to the 
thoughtless listener that seem too radical 
or too horrid to be true. Minièters ace al- 
ways making statements of God creating 
everytbing perfect. To this I say no. 
Man has improved on his domestic ani- 
mals, on fruit and flowers, and on himself. 
How is it with the apple? You say God 
made it. I say nature made small, sour 
crab-apples, and right here on this con- 
tinent we hav red, white, and yellow ones. 
Man has taken tho:e poor, sour, and al- 
most useless crabs and graited one on 
the other and budded back and grafted 
until he has produced a fine, larg , and 
mellow fruit. Who made it? You say 
G d, I say nature and man. Take man’s 
eye in his prime and it is about as 
perfect a thing as there is about him, and 
still man with his own ingenuity can take 
a piece of glass that he makes himself or a 
stone, and he can convex and concave it so 
that he can see things too small for his 
eye. History tells us that the men that 
G. d made were too lazy to work and when 
a famin ‘came on them they would kill 
and eat their mothers and the old ladies 
among them and save their dogs. This 
corresponds with God’s commandments to 
his holy people. Man has made himself 
too civilized for this now. And more than 
this, man never came on earth as he is to- 
day. Darwin’s theory of evolution will 
bea study in our pablic schools in less 
than fitty years, and would now if it were 
not for the teachings of the church. 

Now for the morals of your Bible. Cer- 
tainly, if it is God’s holy book and so 
good, everyone ought to know what is in 
it, and no one ought to object to hearing 
it. But they do. Take Deut. xiv, 21. 
Here is a square commandment from God 
to Moses to sell any.hing that dies oi 
itself to othersto eat. -And in the twenty- 
sixth verse it is said that you can spend 
the money for anything that your soul 
lusteth after, for oxen or sheep or wine or 


strong drink—that is, get drunk on the. 


money if you please. Deut. xiii is fine 
from verse 6 to 10, where it plainly says, 
kill your brother or wife or friend. And 
Lev. xxvi is still finer, for here God givs 
mana commandment and then tells him 
if he does not do it he'shall eat of the flesh 
of his sons and daughters. Who believes 
that the common male parent of our mule 
stood up or sat down and told his master 
in Hebrew, Greek, or Latin that he had 
been faithful to him? Why did not God 
kill Moses (Ex. iv, 24)? Ladies, do not 
read 2 Tim, ii, or the first twenty verses 
of Ezek. xxiii, or the first few verses of 
Deut. xxiii, Christ says in Mark xi, 24, 
when you pray for anything believe that 
you receive it and you shall hav it, but 
my honest opinion is, if the church- 
members of Kearney county, Neb., or 
anywhere else, think that is true of their 
prayers for my conversion they are likely 
to pray a long time. Well, this is enough 
of the old novel for this time. Thirty 
years ago I might hav been a Deist, but 
to-day Iam a Pantheist, C. W. Gorr, 


A Finance Letter *‘ Rit Sarcastik.” 
PORTLAND, Kax., June 12, 1893. 
Mr. Eprmor: My! how my little note 
makes Mr. Geer squirm, and send forth 
more absurd assertions, a few of which I 
wish to notice if you will kindly allow me 
space. 
He says that it would be impossible for 
sixteen million laborers to save $1 a week 


for a year, without causing a panic. Now, 
friend, this is not claiming that they can 
not save $1 a week, but simply shows the 
result if they do save that much, and at 
best it is simply an assertion that he takes 
back in this last letter by admitting the 
correctness of my statement, for he says, 
“The wage-earner saves money for a 
special purpose, either keeps it or puts it 
in a bank till some one wants and borrows 
it.” 'Thus he goes back on his fine-spun 
theory and admits that the savings of the 
wage-earner are still in‘circulation. Oh, 
where are you, Mr. Geer? 

The government no more gave the 
bankers ninety per cent of the bonds (as 
you say) than the bankers gave the gov- 


‘ernment one hundred per cent of the 


bonds. You must be very good at finan- 
ciering—here is a question: Can you start 
a bank without the savings of some one? 

Come now, Mr. Geer, doesn’t every 
dollar in circulation represent so much 
wealth? And wealth is produced by labor, 
therefore it belongs to some one, just as I 
said. : 

If you understand money matters so 
very well and know that bank money 
does not hav to be earned, why do you 
not start a few banks? Of course a finan- 
cier like you could get the bonds all right 
enough and get the government to giv 
you money. Oh, how nice it is to bea 
great financier like Mr. Geer! 

‘Now, Mr. Geer, look here a moment. 
Do you know how much the mortgage 
debt of Kansasis? If you do, why did 
you make such a statement as you did? 
Sir, do you claim that the homes and 
farms of Kansas are mortgaged to an 
amount over $900,000,000? Say, friend, 
how much do you know about it anyway? 
Don’t you think a wonderful financier 
had better look at his own state? At 
best it was an awful big one, that story of 
Kansas homes and farms being mortgaged 
to an amount averaging over $17 per acre 
for every acre in the state. Please tell us 
where you found that out. 

Oh, dear, here you go again, worse and 
worse! The railroads charge one hun- 
dred times cost for passengers to the 
Fair. Mr. Geer, that immense brain of 
yours is overtaxed. I would advise a rest 
and to think just as little on money mat- 
ters as possible. You are too far advanced 
for this age, anyway. One hundred times 
cost! A rouud-trip ticket from here to 
Chicago is $30. Please, how many rail- 
roads are you running now? Oh, how I 
wish you would take the railroads in 
hand, you understand them so well. Why, 
just think, a round trip on your road 
would cost but thirty cents from here to the 
Fair and back. Oh, I beseech you, Mr. 
Geer, to take the money matters in hand 
too. Aman like you has a duty to per- 
form. There are so few who thoroughly 
understand money matters, railroad. busi- 
ness, etc. 

After reading your letter I hav to agree 
with you that there is more nonsense 
written on money matters than almost 
any other. 

My, what a scattering smoke your blank 
cartridges raise ! 
The wonderful ‘‘Hazzard circular” gets 
beclouded. Then comes our turn and the 
smoke pours over our moneyed men. Then 
the World’s Fair gets a whiff. And original 
sin is not missed. And last, the poor 


grasshopper is mentioned. But the large. 


majority are not so wise as our friend, for 
he says they don’t know more thana horse 
about voting. Oh, please don’t be so hard 
onus, Without a hard thought, 

S. F. Davis. 


Deathbed Utterances. 
Frat CREER, La., Feb. 15, 298; 

Mr. Eprror: After a painful illness of 
about five weeks, my wife, Mrs. Louisa C. 
Shumaker—formerly known as Miss Lou 
Noble—breathed her last at ten minutes 
before 2 p.m. on Saturday, Feb. 4, 1898. 
I will not adopt the Christian convention- 
ality and say, ‘‘ It pleased almighty God,” 
etc., for I do not know whether it pleased 
God or not. But it ought not to hav 
pleased him to cause such a kind and 
tender-hearted daughter to suffer such 
agonizing pains as she did. 

Miss Noble was the first Infidel woman 
that I ever met. She was: always in per- 
fect harmony with me on the subject of 
religion and Freethought, except that she 


England gets a dose. | 


was less combativ—a milder type of 
Liberal—and would sometimes try to hold 
me down. Like myself, she sought relig- 
ion with the Methodists in her young 
days, feiled to find it, and became ` 
an unbeliever. She attended church and 
treated the ministers and other Christians 
with respect and. kindness, but the most 
frantic efforts and impassioned oratory of 
the pulpit-pounders had no other effect 
upon her but to amuse and sometimes to 
disgust. She loved Tue TRUTH SEEKER, 
and always read the letters of correspond- 
ents first and ‘ News and Notes,” by S. P. 
Putnam, next. In the month of March, 
1880, I went to New Orleans and found 
Colonel Ingersoll’s lectures exposed for 
sale by George Ellis, No. 11 Decatur 
street, and purchased a copy of each. My 
wife had never seen any Freethought 
literature before except Thomas Paine’s 
works and Volney’s ‘‘Ruins.” When I 
would read Ingersoll’s lectures to her she 
would become as happy as a Methodist at 
a camp-meeting and could scarcely refrain 
from shouting. Colonel Ingersoll was 
her ideal man. Although living in an 
orthodox community she was proud of 
her Infidelity and did not try to conceal 


‘it; but she never had any trouble with 


her Christian neighbors about religion. 
She was fifty years and twelve days old. 

Her only fault was extreme generosity 
and open-handedness. Her heart was 
full of love for her friends when she knew 
that she was dying. Love was her relig- 
ion. She told me before she took to her 
bed that she believed that she was going 
to die. She talked to me several times 
about dying while she was rational and 
the only thing that she expressed a desire 
to liv for was to raise our adopted daugh- 
ter Minnie. 

On the night of the 24th of January she 
called me to her bedside to deliver her 
farewell message in the presence of four 
young female teachers. Her mind 
appeared to be supernaturally lucid. She 
could think of everything which needed 
to be thought about. She talked calmly 
and sensibly. She said to me: ‘‘I want 
you to continue to be just as you always 
hav been. I want you to be kind to these 
girls and help them all that you can. 
They are good girls; they mean well. 
The light has not come to them as it has 
to us, but it will come to them.” 

She never said anything about her 
future or anything beyond the grave until 
she commenced dying and reason began 
to fail. About 4 a.m. on Monday, March 
30th, she waked. out of a nap and com- 
menced saying: ‘‘I want to gohome! I 
want to go home! A sweet voice is calling 
me and I am going home with my dear 
mother! Oh, doctor, turn me loose! 
Let me go! Oh, doctor, don’t keep me 
here in this misery! Oh, it is so sweet to 
go home with my mother and get out of 
this misery!” She became very happy 
over the thought of going home to her 
mother and getting out of her misery. 
Her mother died twenty years ago. 


| When daylight came her vision and 


her reason were failing and. she de- 
sired that her friends come to see her. 
About 10 Pp m the same day she waked out 
of a nap again and commenced kicking 
and pushing the cover off and trying to 
pull her clothes off and saying: ‘‘Take 
these clothes off me! Take these clothes 
off, I say! I must be cleansed—I hav to 
be cleansed for heaven. Take these 
clothes off me. I hav to be clothed for 
heaven.” Then she commenced holding 
up her hands and talking to her dead 
father. She said: ‘‘Dear father, take 
your child. Take me up, father. Help 
me, dear father. O dear father, help me 
to my paradise! O dear father, help me 
up to my paradise!” She spoke in sweet, 
affectionate, pleading tones and she 
uttered the word paradise with a peculiar 
sweet emphasis, and I never heard the 
word more clearly articulated or more 
correctly pronounced. She then got into 
a frenzy and talked irrationally and con- 
tinuously for about three hours, when she 
broke down and became sightless and 
speechless. Her eyes were set in her 
head and she could not see anything for 
four days and she could only speak a few 
names so that we could understand her; 
but she could understand our talk and 
appeared to be rational until Friday night. 
A good Christian lady who nursed her a 


part of a day and night h`s told me that 
she begged for prayers and wanted the 
Christians to pray for her. I cannot be- 
lieve this, because she had no sins to be 
forgiven and had no use for prayers. I 
know that she had no faith in prayer and I 
was with her more than anybody else and 
I heard nothing of the kind. Twice, 
while suffering agonizing pains, I heard 
her say, ‘‘Lord, hav mercy on me!” And 
once I heard her say, ‘Help me for 
Christ’s sake!” Her deathbed utterances 
are a problem. tome. I hav no creed or 
ism to defend, therefore I hav no interest 
in concealing or distorting any facts. I 
hav given an honest statement of the 
‘deathbed utterances of an Infidel. Let 
the people make what they can out of it. 
Iam a Freethinker and a truth seeker, 
and that is as many names as I care to 
wear. The clergy hav made much capital 
out of deathbed utterances and hay told 
many lies in the interest of their profes- 
sion about the deathbed utterances of 
Infidels. I hay witnessed the. death of 
two Infidels—my wife and her father. 
Neither of them got frightened at any 
hell or devils. And if deathbed talk is 
to be relied upon, the spirit of Mother 
Noble called for her husband and her 
daughter when their time came to cross 
over Jordan, and my wife’s mother and 
father both came for her; and my wife is 
gone to heaven without sailing on the 
wings of faith or taking passage on the 
_ old ship of Zion and without ever submit- 
- ting herself to that solemn mummery 
called baptism. i 
She is now at rest in the same condition 
as before birth or she is happy in the land 
of spirits—I do not know which. Death- 
bed utterances are tha ouly evidence 
„which I hay ever received to prove that 
the spirits liv after the death of the body, 
but with my knowledge of chemistry and 
physics I cannot conceive how that can be 
possible. I do hope that my wife has not 
gone to the same heaven that the ministers 
send people to who, get hanged. She was 
too kind-hearted and pure-minded to 
enjoy that kind of society. If she still 
livs and it is possible for her to communi- 
cate with me I believe that she will send 
me a message that I cannot be mistaken 
about. PETER F. SHumMAKER. 


He Once Thought Sam Jones Better Than 
a Horse. f 
Cincinnati, O., April 25, 1893. 

Mr. Epiror: Since I owe you and your 
paper an old grudge (for once starting me 
to thinking) I hav made up my mind to 
pay it by writing to you. 

Some four years ago I was a Christian— 
yes, a real out-and-out, sure-enough 
Christian, who thought that all the good 
in this world was contained in the Chris- 
tian religion, and all the bad contained in 
everything opposed to it; who thought 
that such men as the Rev. Sam Jones, 
who oppose all the pleasures of the world, 
were better than a good horse or cow 
who add to them. I thought that such 

‘people as the Rev. Mr. Moody, who think 
that prayers can save a sinking ship, had 
more brains than an intelligent dog with- 
out an ounce of superstitious blood in its 
body. I thought that all the brutal and 

` eruel men, if they were Christians, were 
deserving of and would receive eternal 
life, while all the harmless and useful ani- 
mals would die and stay dead, I confess I 
used to wonder why it was that a bad man’s 
life was held more sacred than a good 
dog’s, when death to the man meant only 
a change of residence toa happier coun- 
try, while death to the dog meant the end 
of its life forever. : 

If a preacher like Mr. Moody were driv- 
* ing along with a horse and buggy and the 
buggy should happen to slide into a deep 
ditch, Mr. Moody would pray and the 
horse would pull, and when he got out he 
would fall on his knees’ and thank God in- 
stead of the horse, and then his friends 
‘would hav the nervato claim that he had 
more sense than the animal. 

You know, Mr. Editor, there is one way 
you can get a large cucumber into a bottle 
of. its own size or a little larger, although 
the bottle may hav avery narrow neck, 
Itis to get the cucumber into the bottle 
when it ig very young, and, without de- 
taching it from the vine, leave it in that 
position to grow until it has filled the bot- 
tle. Then it must either stop growing or 


burst the bottle. Well, this cucumber who 
is writing to you was bottled up in Chris- 
tianity when quite young. I actually 
thought there was more room to grow in- 
side the bottle than there was on the out- 
side. I do not remember how I kept from 
seeing through the bottle, for it was as 
transparent as the air. All the young 
ones on my family vine were similarly 
penned up, and we thought those who 
were not were rotten to the core. 

One summer—one happy, lucky, blessed 
summer, circumstances threw my younger 
brother and myself, owing to the tempo- 
rary absence of the rest.of the family on a 
visit to the West, in the way of taking our 
dinners with a highly respectable family 
not far from our working-place. It was 
not the dinners that made me think myself 
so blessed, not the food for the stomach, 
but the food for the brain that I accident- 
ally received by being thrown into their 
circle. I will explain. f 

One day I came into the house a little 
too early for dinner, and sat down by the 
library table to read the newspapers. I 
saw one with a strange heading, and, 
leoking again, read in large letters: ‘‘ THE 
TRUTH SEEKER.” ‘Very good,” said I to 
mvself, ‘‘I’ll read you, and see if you find 
it.” All but the heading had been under 
some other papers, and I pulled it out to 
examin. Fora longtime I had been in- 
different to anything religious, but I con- 
fess that the picture which met my gaze 
made my heart jump into my throat. 
There, upon my soul! there, upon a re- 
spectable gentleman’s table, was actually 
a picture which, if what it was intended 
to illustrate were true, made the Christian 
church out to be not all that was good and 
holy, but, in fact, just the opposit. 

The picture was of a great swarm of 
pests, in the shape of musketoes, bugs, 
bats, beetles, etc., coming out of the 
church to torment an old gentleman named 
“Uncle Sam,” while from across the sea 
came another colony of vile insects with 
the compliments of the pope, 

Now, if I had seen a caricature aimed at 
Christianity in a paper under the head of 
“The Lie Seeker,” ‘‘The Defender of 
Immorality,” or ‘‘The Falsehood Advo- 
cate,” I would not hav been nearly so 
shocked. I had always thought, being a 
Sunday-school scholar (not, to do myself 
justice, so much for the sake of religion as 
for the happiness of hearing the music 
and from being sociable and circulating 
among my friends), that anyone who was 
an ‘‘Infidel” (and, oh, how ugly that 
word used to be) was confessedly in favor 
of everything that was vile and wicked, 
and cared nothing for the truth. Do not 
blame me, that’s how I was raised. And 
do not, I pray you, blame it on my folks, 
for they were raised no better themselvs; 
and if I had not been accidentally started 
to thinking by your excellent paper I 
might, impossible as it seems now, hav 
kept on thinking the same thing, and if I 
had ever had the raising of children would 
probably hav raised them, or caused them 
to be raised, in the same old school. To be 
sure, I had heard of a gentleman named 
Robert Ingersoll whom most people ad- 
mitted to be a good man, who claimed to 
be an Infidel, but, never having read any of 
his works on religion, thought, as a great 
many other Christians did and do, that he 
was either pretending to be such for a joke 
(think of it! going to jump into a lake of 
fire forever for fun; but that opinion 
actually prevails among many Christians 
to-day), or that he was insane on this par- 
ticular subject.. Neither of these opinions 
quite satisfied me, but when I got that far 
I always dismissed the subject from my 
mind, as I did with all the other difficult 
problems which confronted me while try- 
ing to swallow Christianity. I know that 
when quite young I hav asked (and what 
three-year-old child has not?) many an 
unanswerable question of my elders as 
they ‘‘explained” their religion to 
me. But these questions were re- 
ceived, as such questions from chil- 
dren always are, with laughter, and I, 
poor child, not knowing that they were 
really laughing unconsciously at the ab- 
surdity and impossibility of their own re- 
ligion, not knowing that they saw (un- 
consciously) for the moment that- their 
dogmas were so foolish and inconsistent 
that even & child’s mind could see their 
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impossibility. but thinking they were 
laughing at me because my mind could not 
grasp it, always dismissed the questions 
from my thoughts. 
that, since my elders saw it, it was un- 
doubtedly true and I was too young to 
comprehend it and would understand it 
all when I got older, but my experience 


objections from my mind, until when I 
met you, Mr. Editor, I had almost dis- 
missed the dogma features of religion from 
my mind altogether aud taken them as & 


I thought it must be 


did not prove it, so I kept dismissing the 


matter of course. 
I am sure that had I been born with the 


least bit of self confidence I should hav 


been an Infidel at five. 

Well, to return to the caricature. The 
picture started me to thinking. I had often 
thought of my religion as being impossi- 
ble, but had never once dreamed of its 
being harmful or immoral.. So when I 
saw all these pests coming from the church 
I got to thinking. The first thought I 
thought was that some good Christian 
should draw a picture showing that these 
pests did not come from the church at all 
and send it to all of your subscribers to 
correct the erroneous impression your 
picture had given them. But then I 
“thought another thought:” Do not 
these pests really come, after all, from the 
church? So I looked at one pest labeled 
Woman’s Christian Temperance Union, at 
the Sunday-law fanatic, the God-in-the- 
Constitution nuisances, the faith-cure mur- 
derers, and at the colony of vipers coming 
from Rome to oppose our public schools 
and inoculate the brains of our young 
with the poisonous germs of superstition, 
and concluded that the picture was true to 
life and could not be answered. So then 
I thought, as Christians generally do under 
such circumstances, that a law should be 
made to stop your publication. The first 
thing Christians hav always done when 
they found that reason could not save 
them is to appeal to force. So you see 
there can be no doubt that I was a ‘‘real, 
out-and-out, sure-enough Christian.” 

Next I turned over to the last page, and 
found, to my horror, a pun on a name 
from the Bible. I threw down the paper 
and swore I would never look at it again. 
But, oh, how the human heart doth crave 
for the truth, and I knew the truth could 
never be found by listening to but one 
side of any question; so within sixty 
seconds I had it up again and was looking 
at the inside. Surely I had been hearing 
and reading defenses of Christianity since 
my earliest memory, and should not fear 
to read a few lines on the other side. 
About the first thing my eye fell upon was 
a paragraph which declared that Chris- 
tians were afraid of investigation, afraid 
to look at both sides. Although I knew in 
my heart this was true, for I never knew 
before there were two sides to this subject, 
I indignantly refuted it by reading the 
paper through. For the next two months 
Iread yovr paper regularly every week. 
I tried to keep my hands off it, but it 
seemed that something irresistible at- 
tracted me to it, which is unexplainable, 
except by the following verse, slightly 
altered from tbe original: 

Truth, though crushed to earth, will rise 
again; 

The eternal years of man are hers, 

But error, wounded, writhes in pain, 

And dies amidst her worshipers. 

Well, when the folks came home again I 
was separated from my TRUTH SEEKERS; 
but I had been confronted with a great 
many new questions, which I determined 
to set about and find the answersto. Sol 
descended into the arena of investigation. 
Had I consulted a spiritual adviser he 
would hav told me I was on the wrong 
track if I wanted to be ‘‘saved.” He 
could hav told me that I must again ‘‘ be- 
come as a little child” and dismiss all 
doubts from my mind. But I could not 
do this now. I had found that good peo- 
ple could be unbelievers. I must find the 
answers or find another religion. I had no 
doubtIcould find the answers, so I debated 
the matter with myself for along time, 
but instead of finding them the more I 
hunted for the answers the more questions 
I found. So the result was—well, you 
know what becomes of Christians who in- 
vestigate. 

I once heard of a sponge that went down 
into a barrel of water to argue with and 
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convince his brother sponges on the bot- 
tom that they should not absorb the 
liquid. i 


What becomes of a soap-bubble when it ` 


is hit by a sledge-hammer? I don’t know. 
What becomes of a Christian when he in- 
vestigates?- I don’t know. 


What becomes of a drunkard when he 


quits drinking? What becomes of a Chris- 
tian when he begins thinking? They 
cease to be such. 


After I had satisfied myself that my re- 
ligion was ridiculous, I got to thinking: 
“Is it cruel? Is it really cruel enough to 
justify all these bitter and passionate on- 
slaughts of the Infidel?” Of course it did 
not require much study to settle myself on 
that score. If any Christian doubts that 
his religion is cruel, let him sit down for a 
minute or two on a red-hot stove, and 
then think if he can—but he cannot—how 
much more, how infinitly much more 
painful his hell must be. 

So the natural result of all this thinking 
was that this cucumber I told you about 
grew and grew until it broke its orthodox 
prison, and ever since has been growing 
in the pure air and warm sunshine of 
Freethought. ` 

Ever since, I hay been an enthusiast in 
the cause. I think if I had never been a 
believer I would not feel so belligerent tc, 
ward orthodoxy as I do; but,'as it is, it 
arouses my ire when I think that several 
years ago, when I was some two weeks 
old, a preacher was called in and poured 
water on my poor little innocent head to 
save my soul from hell. Not that I feel 
anything but gratitude toward the well- 
meaning Protestant priest, but oh, it 
makes me indignant with myself to think 
that [ was fool enough—even at that early 
age—to lie there quietly and allow such 
idiotic proceedings to be peacefully carried 
on. I am not sure—maybe I did squall 
and kick; I will ask some one who was 
there some time, and if they say I did I 
will forgiv myself and a load will be lifted 
from my heart. 

‘The other day I met an elder brother for 
the first time in two or three years--in 
fact, for almost the first time since my 
eyes saw the light of reason and I became 
fee. Iwas anxious to know whether or 
not he was still worshiping the God that is 
going to damn his brother. So the first 
chance I got to broach the subject I 
waded right in and handled his and my 
childhood’s God without gloves. I found 
that, although he was not worshiping the 
old devil—I mean the old God—to any 
very great extent, he was still a little 
prejudiced in his favor, for, when I had 
presented him some arguments and asked 
him some questions, I waited to see what 
he would say, and his answer was—just as 
I had thought it would be—‘‘ What would 
your dead mother say if she knew this?” 

I never yet asked a Christian friend or 
relativan unanswerable questionin regard 
to their religion but they said: ‘‘ What 
would your mother say?” 

Upon my soul, this is aggravating—the 
assumption that Ido not honor my parents 
because I do not profess ihe same religion. 
My mother died when I was quite young, 
but still I can remember when she took me 
on her knee and taught me to be honest 
and truthful. Ialso remember—still more 
plainly—how my father also took me on 
his knee, but with the other end up, and 
taught me the evil consequences of not be- 
ing truthful. 

I imagin she would still say: ‘‘Be hon- 
est; be truthful.” 

On the other hand, what would she say 
if she knew that I had discovered the 
things which deceived her and refused to 
expose them; had found the lamp and re- 
fused to light it; had found the truth and 
refused to speak it? 

I can imagin, if her soul is living now-- 
and I can almost believe it is—-that I see 
the same sweet smile—which is almost the 
only thing I remember distinctly of her— 
which was on her face one day during her 
last illness, when I, a six-year-old child, 
ran home from school at recess to kiss her 
and then ran back again. 

I say these things to encourage other 
young Freethinkers who may, like myself, 
be made to feel sad by some one’s asking, 
because they can ask nothing else un- 
answerable: ‘‘What would your mother . 
say?” Yours and Freedem’s, 

Harry Tiox. 
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Children’s Gorner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wixon, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communica- 
tions for this Corner should be sent. 


“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
en the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day’s occupations 
That is known as the Children’s Hour.” 


‘In Prairie Groves. 


In prairie groves of planted trees 
A summer song of birds and bees, 
And roses in the dewy grass 
Are morning pilgrims in the pass. 
Green spears, like lances in a row, 
Hedge round the strange, wild indigo, 
And any bird that dare go through 
Confronts a guard in soldier-blue, 

By prairie groves. 


Sweet williams flare their yellow lights, 

As stars dropped duwn from summer nights, 

That gem the plains and pastures green, 

Where speckled cows may feed between, 

And pretty calves and young colts play— 

I passed them there but yesterday— 

Where cottonwoods had walled the lines 

Whose leaves sing sweét as southern pines, 
In prairie groves. 


The thrush awakes the golden morn, 
The lark is singing in the corn, 
And boys and men are i2 the rows, 
Where breath of balm so lightly blows 
: A fragrance in the warm, brown earth, 
Where Nature broods ’bove each new birth; 
And birds and breezes all in tune 
Proclaim a joyous day in June 
Near prairie groves. 


Box-elder, elm, and ash trees sway 

So gladly on this perfect day; 

Andwil'ows wave. and glean, and shine 

Along this prairie-land of mine, 

Where soon catalpa’s tossing boughs, 

As brides in white that murmur vows, 

Will deck our way with tropic bloom 

And bridal flowers and sweet perfume 
In prairie groves. 


Pueblo, Cot. Mary BAIRD Fincg. 


i 
Persecution. 


Persecution in whatever form is tyran- 
nous, and especially so when one is per- 
secuted for his religious belief. History 
is full of persecutions, and the day of that 
tyranny is not yet over. It forms many a 
theme for writers, and if the reader will 
giv attention a short story will be related. 

The day had been warm, but the night 
was cool. The moon with unusual bright- 
ness shone down upon a Canadian village, 
a village full of bigotry and where strife 
continually reigned. In a small cottage in 
the center of a small farm lived an old 
man, his wife, and two grown-up lads. 
They were Freethinkers, and this was 
what they suffered for. 

Coming up the quiet country road were 
four men, who had been detailed by a 
crowd of others of the same mind to burn 
down the house of this family. Silently 
they approached, and each went to a cor- 
ner. The cottage was more of a frame 
building rather than brick and stones, and 
would easily burn. Each man had a bun- 
dle of oily papers and rags, and for these 
they dug a little hole under the side of 

. each corner. They then put the rags in 
and lighted them, and soon they had dis- 
appeared to a spot where they could watch 
with safety. 

Slowly the wood caught, and then faster 
and faster the flames began to consume the 
place. Would those inside be awake in 
time enough to escape? It seems impos- 
sible. : l 

A voice! One of the young men had 
awakened and was calling in loud tones for 
the others to bestir themselvs. Mean- 
while the flames seemed to fully enwrap 
the building, and the brightness of them 
could be seen from a distance. Inside 
they threw on what clothes they could lay 
their hands on, and the two men made a 
rush for the door. It was in flames, but 
an ax being near them, it was a minute’s 
work to knock it down. The flames then 
were met, and they with one bound were 
on the outside, safe but for a scorching. 

But what of their parents? After shout- 
ing fire, and waking those in cottages near 
by, they again entered the building and 
went straight to where their parents were. 
The father was dressed, but the mother, 
an invalid, was only in her night robes. 
Despair seemed written on their faces, for 
the old man had tried to carry his wife, 
but was not strong enough. 

“ Father,” said one of the lads, ‘* hurry 
down stairs while we carry mother. You 
will hav to rush through the flames, so 


take this blanket.” 


`~ 
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He went, and reached the outside in | Iam eleven years old. Ihav five brothers, 


safety. The sons wrapped their mother 
in a blanket and went down stairs, only to 
share a miserable fate. 
was fire. Even used to the house as they 
were, they could not find the entrance. 
A noise, as though something was break- 


ing, was heard, and than the roof fell in,. 


the walls fell down, bringing on top of 
them the floor that they had just left. 
Crushed and burnt was their death. The 
noise of the flames, the shouts of the 
neighbors, the frantic cries of the father, 
this was the song that chanted them on to 
death. 

Tears filled the old man’s eyes, as he 
saw the escape of his beloved ones was 
impossible. Gradually he became frantic 
and would hay rushed into the mass of 
flames had he not been held back. Slowly 
the flames died out. The house was one 
heap of ruins. He was still lamenting, 
but by degrees he became pacified, and 
viewed the ruins with a melancholy eye. 

As the fire abated, the crowd that had 
watched wended their way to their homes 
and beds. The old man seemed alone. 
He sat upon a heap of stones, and was 
rocking himself to and fro. Where the 
flames had destroyed his house and killed 
his loved ones, the crowd had destroyed 
his crops of vegetables and fruits by 
malice and partly by curiosity to get near 
the fire so as to see it. 

A young man approached the figure 
seated on the stones. He laid his hand 
upon his shoulder, and he that was full of 
sorrow looked up. : 

‘*T’m very sorry this should hav hap- 
pened, but for your kindness in helping 
me and mother to get on, you must find 
shelter with us.” 

“No, no,” he sadly murmured, ‘‘it will 
not do. They will only point their fingers 
at you in scorn for sheltering me. This 
was not the work of an accident. It was 
done on purpose. I had not used a fire 
this day.” 

“But, come, you must,” was gently 
urged. ‘‘ You hav been kind enough to 
help me and mother when we had needed 
it, and when I had even been one of those 
who mocked at you. Come.” 

“I can’t—I cannot leave this place. 
There, there,” pointing to where the ruins 
were, ‘‘there are my loved ones—my 
wife and sons. I cannot leave them, I 
cannot leave them,” and he sobbed vio- 
lently, which affected the young man. 

‘You must—you cannot stay here. Let 
them say what they will, so long as we hav 
it you will find a home with us.” 

He allowed himself to be led, and with 
the couple he had befriended found a 
home. The bodies were found and were 
buried, not in the churchyard some few 
miles away, but in a corner of his farm, 
shaded by a tall tree on which grew the 
maple leaf. 

The cause of this fire was never known— 
never investigated. To satisfy a crowd of 
persons whose sole delight was to persecute 
those who differed with them in religious 
belief, a home was destroyed, three lives 
were lost, and one was left sorrowing for 
those whom he loved. In the next year, 
he again built a home and cultivated his 
farm; but he was still mourning, and 
would often weep when alone, for the dear 
ones gone never to return. 

So it is, Freethinkers are not yet safe 
from persecution. You can still hear of 
those who suffer, and in some parts silence 
is their safety. In the future, at no dis- 
tant date, the day of success seems at 
hand. The power of the church has been 
broken; thousands are thinking, and 
thousands are refusing to believe the im- 
possibilities Christianity puts forth. That 
mighty octopus is becoming smaller, and 
will soon be like a worm, which has to get 
under the ground to find shelter from the 
mighty throngs that would trample it 
down. The church will be trampled down, 
not because of persecution, but because 


reason has decreed it. 
Epwarp Dosson. 
agan 


Correspondence. 


Mapnrone, Wasu., June 16, 1893. 
Dear Miss Wixon: I will try and write 
again to the Children’s Corner. I like to 
read the Children’s Corner. papa 
does not take it, but my grandpa takes it. 
I go to school. I study reading, spelling, 
arithmetic, hygiene, history, grammar. 


\ 


All around them | 


one older than me and four younger. 
I still remain your Liberal friend, 
Irene WELIAMS. 


PAULINA, ORE., June 1, 1893. 
Dear Miss Wrox: I thought I would 
write to the Corner. There is no school 
this summer. I like to go to school very 
well. Iam a reader of the Corner ; I like 
to read the Corner. My father has sheep, 
and I love to watch the little lambs play. 
Iam eight years old. I hav three brothers. 
Well, I will close my letter now. Iam 
A little Freethinker friend of yours, 
PEARL HARDISTY. 
[Thanks, dear, for your letter. Next 


| time tell us about the town, all about the 


sheep, and anything else you please. —Ep. 
C. ©.] 


Manronz, Wasu., June 16, 18938. 
Drar Miss Wrxon: I promised to tell the 
children about my home. Well, I liv on 
the Pacific coast, nine miles west of Seattle, 
the great city of the West. We liv on an 
island. We can see Seattle from our 
place. We liv in a cosy little. harbor. 
We hav a very backward spring for this 
country; it has rained nearly all the time, 
but our garden looks very well consider- 
ing. I should hav written before, but I 
hav not felt well, and put it off I was 
sorry to not see any letters this week from 
the little ones. ell, I will hav to close 
or this will go to the wastebasket. I do 
hope the children will continue their 
Corner, for I take deep interest in them. 
I am sixty years old. 
Yours for right and truth, 
A. W. R., or ‘f QRANDMA.” 
HYDESVILLE, CAL., June 19, 1898. 
Dear Miss Wrxon: This is my first let- 
ter to the Corner, I went to school two 
weeks; I had a bad cold; mamma would 
not let me go until school was out. There 
are three churches in Hydesville; they are 
holding prayer meetings and revival 
meetings, and quarreling among them- 
selys. We only went once, and then we 
were disgusted, and did not care to go 
again. he subject was darkness, not 
a dark night but eternal darkness! Oh, 
you ought to hav seen the face that he put 
on when he said da-rk-ness! Iwill tell my 
age—it is ten. I hav two sisters younger 
than myself, one eight, and one five; we 
hav no brothers a sisters’ names are 
Addie and Daisy. hose verses in the 
Corner were lovely—that’s my name, May. 
I like Tae TRUTH SEEKER and the Chil- 
dren’s Corner very much. I would like 
to correspond with some of the little girls 
of the Corner. 
As my letter is getting long, I will close, 
hoping to see this in print. 
I am your Liberal friend, 
May E. KIRBY. 
Miss Wixon: Please excuse poor writ- 
ing; it is her first letter she has written to 
you. She has tried several times, but 
wrote so poorly I would not let her send 
it. Excuse her. Mrs. KIRBY.. 


[May’s letter is good. Practice makes 
perfect. Study and improve.—Ep. C. C.] 


CROMWELL, IA., June 4, 1893. 

Miss Wrxon AND FRIENDS oF THE COR- 
NER : When wereceive Tue TRUTH SEEKER 
I always look at Mr. Heston’s cartoons 
and then turn immediately to the Chil- 
dren’s Corner. 

In the paper of June 8d the first thing 
upon which my eye fell was a letter from 
Cromwell. Imagin my surprise and de- 
light when I noted the name signed, 
Charlie H. Moore. It was, as we girls 
say, ‘‘just splendid,” and just such a let- 
ter as I had been wanting to see. I had 
sent forth Taz TRUTH SEEKER on its mis- 
sion of enlightenment, and in return I 
read in its columns a good and intelligent 
letter from one of ‘‘my boys.” It was 
just as might be expected, however, for 
intelligence wants truth, and that is what 
they receive when they read Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER 

I wish to thank Charlie for this step 
toward liberty and free speech through 
the Corner, so that all the readers and 
contributors to THe TRUTH SFEKER can 
see the amount of benefit itis doing. I 
am sure all of the Cornerites wel- 
come Charlie just as we do all the young 
but intelligent heads which bob up among 
the thousands of older ones. 

I feel safe in saying that he, his brother, 
and his two sisters will never be roped 
into the church, and be classed as ‘‘one of 
them.” 

May they always be as free from the 
dogmas of the church as they now are. 

-Very respectfully, 
Minnie M. GER. 

[Yes, we are glad to call Charlie one of 
the family of the bright boys and girls by 
means of whom the Corner is kept fair and 


fresh.—Ep. C. C.] 


GHOST OF ST. JOHNS, 


By M. BABOOOK. Prioe, 15 ota. 


GOLD. SILVER. 


MINES AND STOCKS. 


CHAS. F. BLACKBURN, 
Mining Geologist, Seattle, Wash, 


Special attention given to. the expert examina- 
tion of mineral properties in the United States 
and British Columbia. 


MINES BOUGHT AND SOLD. 


Precious Metal Mines a Specialty. Can 
furnish any kind of mineral property Platinum, 
Gold, Silver, Quicksilver, Nickel, Copper Lead, 
Antimony, Iron, Manganese, Mica, an L 
Slate, Granit, Limestone, and Sandstone quarries. 


RICH GOLD AND SILVER MINES FOR SALE. 


Rare bargains in gold quartz, gold placers, and 

old-silver galena mines in Kootenay and Cari- 

oo districts, British Columbia. Only a few 
hundred dollars will buy valuable mining inter- 
ests, a bonanza for a few thousand. Correspond: 
ence solicited; sampling, assays and mill tests; 
‘all work strictly scientific; investments carefully 
placed; bargains guaranteed; twenty years’ 
mining and geological experience. 


MILLIONS IN THE MOUNTAINS ! 
METAL. MINERAL. 


8mol4 


“Everybody's Law Book,” 


Is the title of the new 768 page work prepared _by 
J Alexander Koones, LL.B., member of the New 
York bar. 

It enables every man and woman to. be their 
own lawyer. It teaches what are your rights and 
how to maintain them. When to begin a lawsuit 
ahd when to shun one. It contains the useful in- 
formation every business man needs in every 
state in the Union. It contains business forms 
of every variety useful to the lawyer as well as to 
all who have legal business to transact. 

Inclose $2 for a copy, or inclose two-cent post- 
age stamp for a table of contents and terms to 
agents. Address BENJ. W. HII'CHCOCK, Pub- 
lisher, 385 Sixth avenue, New York. 

7 à 


SUSAN WIXON'S BOOKS, 


7, Zz fe 
All in a Lifetime. A Liberal Romance. 


12mo, 800 pp., $1. 
Apples of Gold. And Other Stories for 
oys and Girls. 12mo, 383 pp., $1.25. 


The Story Hour. An Exceptionally Hand- 
some and Interesting Book, Without Supersti- 
tion, for Children and Youth. The Only Free- 
thinkers’ Children’s Story-book ever issued. 
¢i full-page illustrations and 25 smaller; large 
tvpe, heavy, toned paper, broad margins, illus- 
trated covers; 4to, 224 pp., boards, $1. 

Address, THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


The Clergyman’s Victims. 
i A LIBERAL SIORY. 


Mrs. Besant's Works, 


-a Fa 
Law of Population. Paper, 150.; with por 


trait, 80c. 
Marriage. As it was, as it is, and as it 
should be. Paper, 25c- 


Besant-Hatchard Debate. Between Annie 
Besant and Rev. A. Hatchard on Jesus of Naza- 
reth a Historical Character, and the Influence 
of Ohristianity. Price, 25c. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER QO. 
Š 38 Lafayette place, New Yor 


oal. Also . 
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JOHN E. 


REMSBURG’S 


WORKS. 


Abraham Lincoln: 


For fifteen years Mr. Remsburg has been collecting material for his work, „He presents 
an array of testimony that is irresistible and overwheiming, and which must put this question 


at rest forever. 


In addition to the testimony of twenty witnesses who claim 


Was He A Christian? 


hat Lincoln was 


a Christian, and which is reviewed and refuted, he adduces the testimony of more than a hun- 


dred witnesses in proof of the claim that Lincoln was not a Christian. 


ese witnesses include 


hig wife and other. relatives; his three law. partners; his priyate secretaries; members of his 
cabinet; his principal biographers, and scores of his most intimate friends. 


Fatse Claims. 


Revised and Enlarged. 


As a Missionary Document it is umexcelled. Among the subjects considered by Mr. 
- Remsburg are: The Church and Morality; Criminal Statistics, showing the creeds of the pris- 


oners in the penitentiaries; the Church and Civilization; the 


hurch and Science; the Church 


and Learning; the Church and Liberty; the Church and the Antislavery Reform; the Woman’s 


Rights Movement; the Temperance 
singly; 75 cents per dozen. 


Bible Morats. 


tion; Murder; Wars of Conquest an 
tion; Injustice to Woman; 
rance and Idiocy; 

on larger quantities. 


eform; the Church and the Republic. Price, 10 cents 


Twenty Crimes and Vices Sanctioned by 


Scripture; Falsehood and Deception; Cheating; Theft and Robbery; Adultery and Prostitu- |’ 
Extermination; Despotism; 

„Init nkindness to Children; È 

Cannibalism; Slavery; Witchcraft; Polygamy; Intemperance; Poverty and E 

bscenity. Price, single copies, 25 cents; 6 copies, $1. Special discount 


Intolerance and Persecu- 
ruelty to Animals; Human Sacrifices; 
Vagrancy; Igno- 


Sabbath-Breaking. This is the best and most thorough work 


ever written on the Sabbath from arational point of view. Large and handsome print. The 
estion is dis:ussed under the fo.lowing heads: Origin of the Sabbatic Idea; the Jewish 


pl 
Sabbath; the Christian Soriptures and, the Sabbath; 


xamination of Sunday Arguments; 


Origin of the Christian Sabbath; Testimony of the Christian Fathers; the Sabbath during 


the Middle Ages; the Puritan Sabbath; 
Divines; Abrogation of Sunday Laws. 


Image Breaker. 


Testimony of Christian Reformers, Scholars, and 
Price, 25 cents; 6 copies $1. 


Sia Lectures: 


Decline of Faith; Protestant Intolerance; Washington an Unbeliever; Jefferson an Un- 


believer; Paine and Wesley; Christian Sabbath. Eac: 
Tells the story of the Author-Hero’s Life, 


doz., 40 cents. 
Thomas Paine. 


5 cents; bound, paper, 25 cents; ber 


. delineates the leading traits of his character and genius, and vindicates his. name from the 


aspersions cast upon it. Choice extracts from “ Cc 8 
an,” and ‘Age of Reason,” are given; also, tributes to Paine’s character from more than 
Europe and America, many of them written expressly for this 


of 
one hundred noted persons of 


Common Sense,” “ American Crisis,” ** Rights 


work. Second edition, 160 pages, printed on fine tinted paper, neatly bound, and containing a 
handsome steel portrait of Paine. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


The Apostle of Liberty. 


An address delivered in Paine Hall, befcre the N. E. Freethinkers’s Convention, January 


29, 1884. Price, 10 cents. 
For all the above works address 


THE 
Truth Seeker Library. 
Published Monthly at $3 per Year. 
` Issues oF 1891.—$3. 


Truth Seeker Annual, 1891.............ceecseee $ 
Men, Women, and & 


ENOR iniiai nesae sc veenaes ices aeaee] 50 
The Age of Reason. Thomas Paine. Ulus- 
trated..... peeo essveseroe paresis 25 
Answers to Christian Questions 
Debb. eee 25 
Christian Absurdities. John Pec - 20 
Victor Hugo’s Oration on Voltaire.... » 10 
The Orisis. Thomas Paine. Ilustrated..... 40 
Sabbath Breaking. John E. Remsburg....... 25 
Travels in Faith from Tradition to Rea- . 
i, son. Robert O. Adams .........c..ceeeee 25 
Strike of a Sex, George N. Miller............ 25 
My Religious Experience. Samuel P. Put- x 
DAM. sig ccs cyeccetecgecccocctectececessas 
The Higher Criticism in Theology and Re- 
ligion. T. E. Longshore................ 50 
Issues oF 1892.—$3. 
Infidel Death-Beds. G. W. Foote............. 25 
Rights g Man. Thomas Paine. Illustra- “i 
: t-Te MATAT E ctusecseecstacacdes os 
Was Christ Crucified? Austin Bierbower.... 10 
ulpit, Pew, and Cradle. Helen H. Gar- 
ONEL ..esspsseeesersocecessosceosesoosesee 10 
Bible Morals. John E.Remsburg.. e 2 
Awful Disclosures of Maria Monk.. . 50 
Pocket Theology. Voltaire...... iF see 85 
Why Don’t God Kill the Devil ab- T 
(T: TT nosies 
Liberty in Literature. _ Testimonial to 
alt Whitman, with Funeral Address. 
By Col. Robert G. Ingersoll...,.........- 25 
Six Lectures on Astronomy. Richard A. 
PYOCOP cons sss vccesccecccescovesscseccons 15 
Candle From Under the Bushel. Wm. A. i 
SDi nennir ite iins Eeee yE eSis 
The Holy Bible Abridged, .....s..eesseseeeesee 30 
False Claims of the Church. John E. 
emsburg....... reer ere 10 
Issuzs oF 1893.—$3. 
Thomas Paine Vindicated. Col. Robert 
G.Ingersoll...... 15 
The Creation of i 


Billings seene coesa esits essens 25 


Resurrection of Jesus.......sseseresersseeres. 40 
Handbook of Freethought. W. 58. Bell...... 50 
Religion a Curse; Religion a Disease; Re- 
_ ligion a Lie. 8. P. Putnam. ........... E3) 
Design Argument Fallacies. By Editor of 
THE TRUTH SEEKER... o.. .osi oenen 15 
Abraham Lincoln: Was He a Christian? 
` ohn E Remsburg. ........0.... 0.0000 50 


During the year, other standard Freethought 
works will be published and sent to subscribers 
as they appear. | 

Yearly subscribers at $8 receive all the numbers 
published in one year. ordering please say 
which year is desired. x 

Single numbers sold at prices quoted. 

THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
` 98 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Pyramid of Gizeh. 


Ancient Egyptian Civilization and Hebrew Nar- 
rative in Genesis and Exodus. 
By Van Busen Denstow, LL.D. Price, 15 cents. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 
£8 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Superstition in All Ages, 


A French 
Catho ick 
Priest,wao i 
renounced} 
Christiane 
Hyand Exe 
posed the 
Falseness 
af that Re- 
digion and 
the object 
of the 
Pr estr 
boed. Pae 
per, 86 
centeg 
eloth, $7. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY 


L. K. Washburn’s Works, 


Sunday and the Sabbath. ‘‘A law regu- 
lating human conduct on the Sabbath is an im- 
pertinence.” Price, 10 cents. 

The False Teaching of the Christian 
Church. ‘‘The Thirty-nine Articles of 
the Christian church are, thirty-nine poor. 
proken-down opinions.” Price, 10 cents. 

The Foolishness of Prayer. ‘‘ Think of 
a minister’s praying God to kill grasshoppers, 
or trying to induce the Deity to undertake a 
crusade of one against the Colorado beetle? 


Price, 10 cents. 
Followers of Jesus. Price, 10 cents. 


Spiritualism: Is It a Faith or a Fact? 
rice, 5 cents. 

Religious Problems. Price, 10 cents. 

Was Jesus Insane? Price, 10 cents. 


The Public Schools and the Catholic 
Church. Price, 5 cents. 


«INFIDELS AND CHARITY.” 


A Leaflet showing that the oft-repeated Ohris- 
tian statement that Infidels do not contribute 
p nor found charities is a falsehood. Ttought to 

ə widely circulated to meet the calumny. Price, 
5 cents; 50 cents a dozen. Address THE TRUTH 
SEEKER, 2% Lafayette place, New York. 


REDUCTION IN PRICE. OF A GREAT BOOK 


Just Out.—25 Cents.—Five Copies for $1. 


Bu ops 3 ; i 
A Liberal living in Michigan ssid once that he would give $25 a 
year to have the Orimes of Preachers recorded, as the freanent lapses 
of virtue of the ministers showed how little value Ohristiasnity 
possesses to make men moral, : 
We have just issued the Fourth Edition of the book doing this, 
The additions f the 


or this new edition of 
áá ~ 33 
Crimes of Preachers 
shows nearly 400 cases of ministerial conduct. While those in pre- 
vious editions show that within a few years about 
1300 MINISTERS HAVE BEEN GUILTY 


of one kind or another of criniinal conduct. Most of the crimes 
are against women, for the fair sex are at once ths weakness and 
tho. strength of the church—" the church” meaning of course the 
Ys : aie 

+ Notwithstanding the many additional pages, we have kept the ly 
price the same, 25 cents. Send for a copy, and confound the church- i oes 
men. Show them just what sort of scamps are the clergy who have ae E 
closed the World’s Fair on Sunday. because it is so holy a day that to look upon machinery or 


paintings in this period is “ immoral.” A 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 


w 


With the eighth edition ef 
Winwood Reade's ‘‘ Martyre 
i! dom of Man,” the cost of 
Yiproduction has been lese 


Co ae 
eh n 


sened so that we can reduce 
the price from $1.75 to 


$1.00. 


i The book has had a phenomena! sale for so heretical a work, second to Hel ners 
“ Men, Women, and Gods,” and we give our readers the pecuniary benefit of nly The en Garde 


“MARTYRDOM OF MAN” 


Is a very interesting] pictured synopsis of universal history, showing what the race has 
—its martyrdom—in tha rise to its present plane. It shows how War and Religion have Reiger hed 
sive factors in man’s struggle for Liberty, and the last chapter, of some 150 pages, describes 
intellectual struggle from the animal period of the earth to the present, adding an outline of what 
the author conceives would be a religion of reason and love. The chapters are: 
Egypt, Western Asia, the Persians, the Greeks, the Macedonians, Alexandri 
W AR. iei, Carthage and Rome, Roman Africa, the Arabs. , pandriay the 


The Natural History of Religion, the Israelites, the Jews, the Prophets, 
G Oharacter of Jesus, the Christians, Arabia, Mecca, Character 
RELI ION. oie: Description of Africa, the Mohammedans in SA 
Ancient Europe, Inyasion of the Germans, the Castle, the Town, the 
Church, Venice, Arab Spain, the Portuguese, Discoverers, the S] Tr 
LIBERTY. ghee in Europe, A olition in America, Materials of Human ayo, rade, 


INTELLECT. san aeaea a, 


eligion of Reason and Love. 
Price reduced from $1.75 to $1.00.. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
i 28 Lafayette place, New York. 


The Agnostic Annual 


—FOR— 


wT 1 893- 


Edited by OHARLES A. WATTS. 
CONTENTS: 
The Moral Sanction, Leslie Stephen; Reverent 
Agnosticism, Amos Waters; The [other Nature: 
Poem, Gerald Massey; Dogmatism in Theol- 
ogy, Alfred Momerie; Sermons on the Mount 
Samuel paing; The Oity of the Dead, W. Stewar 
Ross (Saladin); On the Duty of Honesty in Our 
Convictions. 0. E. Plumptre; Scientific Religion, 
R. Bithell; The Blight of Superstition, Charles 
Watts; Anthropology and Orthodoxy, Edward 
QOlodd; The Disappearance of the Nether World. 
F. J. Gould; Religious, Ideas: Their Origin an 
Development, Frederick Millar; Siga with 
Mars: A Poem, G. H. Martin; Materialism and 
Idealism Harmonized, Lucian rong. 
Price, 25 cents. 
Addrens THE TRUTH REEKER. 


Col, A G Ingersoll’s 


ARGUMENT 


IN THE 


Reynolds Blasphemy Trial, 


- At Morristown, N. J. 


This is the greatest argument ever made in a case 
of this kind, and will be a model for the Bar so 
long as the Christians use force to repress free 
speech. Its legal acumen is unsurpassed, its elo- 
quence never equaled. Wherever Christian per- 
secution is going on this argument should be 
freely circulated, read to the Christians, and ex- 
pounded on every occasion. 

In paper, 25 cents; in cloth, 50 cents. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 

28 Lafayette place, New York. 


- LITTLE LESSONS FOR 


LITTLE FOLKS. 


By MES, E. D. SLENKER. 
Boards, n = - > = 


WAS —- pag G-—-— 


CHRIST = = = 
—-sace-— CRUCIFIED? 


By AUSTIN BIERBOWER. 


A judicial consideration of the question,and the 
decision against the scriptures,and the Christian 
tradition. Price, 10 cents. Address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Pro and Con of 


Supernatural Religion 


Have We a Supernatural, Inspired, Mirac- 
ulons Religicn? 


vy EB. GOD. 


Colonel Kelso’s Works. 


Panay. mm santa: ninth. BO enis. 


The Bible Analyzed. Cloth, octavo, 822 


pages, $3. 

Deity Analyzed. Cloth, 12mo, $1.00. 

“he Real Blasphemers, Paper, 12mo, 
188 pages, 50c. 

Spiritualism Sustained.  Oleth, 12m0, 
A5 pages, $1. A 


Universe Acalyasd, $1. t 


cents. 


Roaring Lion on the Track, 


By M. BABOOOK. 
Price, . . . . Py 


10 cents. 
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New Publications. 


Unless otherwise specified, alt publica- 
tions noticed here can be had of THE 
Trura Seeker Company, at the price 
named. 


Tus Rrsurrection oF Jesus: AN Ae- 

Nostio’s VIEW. 

Don Allen has taken this old and some- 
what threadbare subject, and-in a book of 
161 pages presents to the public his idea 
regarding the stupendous story of the re- 
vivifying of an alleged dead body. He 
shows, as has been done by other authors, 
that the Bible account of the resurrection 
of Jesus is not well attested, either by hu- 
mans or by tbe nondescript creatures 
called ‘‘angels.” The fact is, the story is 
of mythical origin, ingeniously woven and 
changed from time to time to suit differ- 
ent nations and varying periods of civil- 
ization. 

Don Allen has said some very good 
things in support of his theory. In writ- 
ing of inspiration he says: ‘‘No amount 
of supposed inspiration can make truth 
out of falsehood. God himself cannot do 
it.” Very true; and it is sheer nonsense 
to waste time in speculating about what 
God thinks or does n't think. 

Mr. Allen doubts that the resurrection 
ever occurred, and so do a great many 
others. His hook will onlv strengthen 
that doubt in the minds of those who giv 
any thought and reason to the subject. . 

Susan H. Wrxon. 
Tae Creation or Gop. By Dr. Jacob 

Hartmann. 

This book appears in blood-red paper 
covers and comprises 482 pages, for the 
most part attractiv and readable matter. 
Dr. Hartmann is evidently a well-read 
man and is connected with no less than six 
famous colleges. He has given some 
attention to the science of astronomy and 
portrays a good many interesting scien- 
tific facts. The chapters on ‘‘The Earth” 
and “The Sun” are good reading, but 
many will skip the biblical records of 
creation as savoring too much of an old, 
old story. All will be interested in the 
doctor’s treatment of organic life—vege- 
table and animal—also in the pages relat- 
ing to food substances, digestion, nutri- 
tion, ard elimination of waste particles, 
The chapter treating of alcohol and its 
effects on the svstem is worthy an attentiv 
perusal, Doctor Hartmann has made 
search for the ‘‘soul,” and like other 
seekers for the same, has found it not on 
the face of the earth, in the deep, or in 
anv of the aisles of space. 

The conclusion of the author of this 
book is that God never created anything, 
simply because there never has been any 
God to create, which is ingeniously 
proved. The summing-up of the whole 
matter in ‘‘The Rules and Duties of 
Life” is worth more than the mere price 
of the book, and if lived up to by men 
and women earth would soon become a 
blooming paradise, precluding forever the 
wish to seek any other. 

There are many excellent things in this 
book, giving abundant food for thought, 
and he who buys it will not be sorry, for 
he can learn much from its pages, 

Susan H. Wrxon. 


A COITYLESS AND Courtryness WORLD. An 
Outline of Practical Codperativ In- 
dividualism. By Henry Olerich. Pub- 
lished by Gilmore & Olerich. Holstein, 
Ja. Cloth, pp. 467, price $1 50. 

This work presents what it considers a 
remedy for the evils of our presenteconomic 
and social institutions. This remedy is to 
be a system of codperativ individualism. 
Itwill be individualism, for each individual 
willbe given personal liberty in an ex- 
treme degree. And the individuals will 
nevertheless unite codperativly in a good 
many functions. This occasional combi- 
nation they will enter into willingly. They 
will not be forced, as at present. 

We agree with the author where he sets 
forth in the preface that there is vast abuse 
and suffering now. There isso much that 
we should earnestly turn in every direc- 
tion in search and examination of means 
to remove it. Jt is. as the author says, 
true thatin our Cities we meet countless 
men, women, and children with pale faces, 
who are starving for want of sunshine, 
pure air, and outdoor exercise. Thou- 
sands of industrious persons are enforced 
idlers. A countless army of men, women, 
and children are mere machines, working 
along. toilsome day in a mill, factory, or 
workshop. Many women are forced to 
sell themselvsinto hateful marriages. Our 
farmers stunt their mentality and make 
dreary their lives toiling in solitudes, too 
often for railway magnates or other ex- 
tortionate capitalists. A vast multitude, 
in fact nearly all of our so-called Jaborers, 
are toiling so hard and so long daily, for 
their mere material subsistence, that 
little, if any, energy is left for personal 
cleanliness and mental culture. Husband 
and wife, parent and child, often quarrel 


take a bribe. 


and fight and some kill each other aud 
commit suicide. Care and sorrow are 
stamped on nearly every brow one meets. 
Strife, revenge, and jealousy are absorb- 
ing a large share of our best energies. 

Accordingly the author casts about for a 
social system free from these ills, Such a 
one he professes to find in ‘‘a system 
which recognizes extensiv voluntary co- 
operation as its fundamental principle of 
production and distribution, and which 
concedes to every individual the right to 
do as he wills, provided he does not in- 
fringe the equal right of any other per- 
son.” In the harmonious and intelligent 
union of there two factors, says this 
writer, consists the solution of the social 
and economic question. J 

This indictment of the present system, 
and presentation of the new one, is given 
in the form of a story or dialog. Into a 
pleasant family in some village in the 
United States suddenly pops a nativ of the 
planet Mars who has by a curious means 
arrived at this earth; and the dialog be- 
tween him and the family canvasses the 
present evils and results in an elaboration 
of the remedy. ; 

The first expressions of this Marsite are 
ones of amazement and horror. He was, 
he says, ‘‘as much frightened among you 
as you would be if you were accidentally 
dropped among your American Indians or 
among the cannibals. I raw the idle boy 
sportivly fling stones, with apparent de- 
light, at the joyful birds that were singing 
their sweet songs. I saw the teamster 
strike his beasts of burden so cruelly, even 
when they were almost completely ex- 
hausted. I saw the hunter, with apparent 
delight, project the burning shot into the 
sensitiv nerve of his game. I saw him 
beat his dog unmercifully for what the 
dog did not know. ` I saw the butcher not 
only slaughter, but torture and flay with 
satisfaction, creatures which were entitled 
to life as much as he. I saw the fisher 
jerk the hook out of the fishes’ throat, as 
if fish hav no feeling, and then starve them 
in an atmosphere of air. I saw the parent 
scold, kick, and cuff his child with an air 
of delight and duty. I saw the politician 
deceive and defraud his constituents. I 
heard the minister threaten his devotees 
with everlasting hell-fire, I saw the judge 
heard the witness perjure 
himself. and the lawyer misrepresent his 
case. I saw the stockman keep his stock 
in small, filthy, cold stables and pens. 
saw the rich trample the poor into the 
mire of poverty. I saw the editor praise, 
for the money that was in it for him, 
things that he knew were worse than 
worthless. I saw the landlord evict his 
tenant for the only crime of being unable 
to pay his rent. I saw train-robbers 
wreck trains regardless of the human lives 
they contained. I saw incendiarism prac- 
ticed with the sole object of material pelf. 
I saw countless women liv a life of sin and 
shame in order to make a livelihood. I 
saw the toilers, men, women, and children, 
on every hand bent and deformed under 
their burden of toil and care. I heard the 
minister preach that the only good and 
truthful man your world ever had—your 
Redeemer—was crucified by a ruling mob 
for expressing his honest opinion. I saw 


-the policeman club his victim; the hang- 


man strangle the fallen. I saw the ‘state’ 
imprison men and women for telling the 
truth and investigating the so-called laws of 
nature. I saw the teacher flog his pupil 
often only for telling the truth and for 
following his inquiring nature. I saw the 
soldier shoot his fellow-man in countless 
numbers. I saw the husband subjugate 
and otherwise misuse his wife. I saw the 
‘state’ compel married husbands and 
wives to liv together aftér they did not 
love one another any more. I saw people 
starve, freeze, go ragged and filthy, 
and hav no home to go to. I heard 
quarrels, oaths, curses, moans, and sighs. 
1 saw tears of sorrow, frowns; sullen, 
pouty faces, furrowed brows, anxious, 
Care-worn Ccountenances, decrepit, ema- 
ciated, diseased human frames; slow, 
clumsy gaits and countless premature 
deaths. And I saw time and again good 
men and women ostracised, imprisoned, 
and hanged for expressing their honest 
thoughts and for giving to the world the 
fruits of their honest toil of observation 
and investigation,” 

Then by describing the institutions of 
Mars, this traveler makes it clear what 
ours should be. Inthe chapter on ‘‘The 
Marsian Theory of Creation and Forma- 
tion ” he relates a supernatural doctrin on 
that subject which is evidently a hit at the 
Christian theory held here, and next de- 
lineates a scientific account on the subject 
which he says has superseded the old one. 
The ‘‘ Marsian Home and Family ” is next 
shown to be superior to that of the earth. 
The next two chapters, on ‘‘ Wealth” and 
‘*Labor,” giv what are supposed to be 
improved schemes for regulating those 
things. In four chapters the ‘* Big-house” 
which forms the typical dwelling in Mars 
is portrayed. The foreigner telis us: 
‘Our smallest dwellings accommodate 
about a thousand men, women, and chil- 
dren. These dwellings or Marsian homes 
are grand, magnificent structures about 


eight stories high, the main building 150x 
600 feet, with three wings on gach side 60 
x 800 feet. There is an electric engin in 
each dwelling, which heats every apart- 
ment; it lights them with soft brilliant 
electric lights; it does all the culinary 
work—cooking, baking, etce.; it pumps 
the water to all parts of the building; it 
does all the laundry work—washing, dry- 
ing, and ironing, warms the water for the 
bath-rooms and for all other apartments; 
it runs the elevators, heats the conserv- 
atories and ‘green-houses; it runs the 
sewing-machines, dish-washers, and all 
other machinery in the building which I 
cannot mention at present. In the sum- 
mer it cools apartments by creating cur- 
rents of air.” f 

Next we are enlightened by our friend 
from the skies in chapters on ‘‘ Happiness 
and Truth,” ‘‘Commercial and Mercan- 
til Systems,” ‘‘Money. or Medium of 
Exchange,” ‘Some Connections between 
Wealth, Labor, Commerce, Intercom- 
munication, and a Medium of Exchange,” 
‘“ Ownership of Land,” ‘‘ Government,” 
‘Sex Relations,” ‘‘Comparisou of Our 
Sex Relations with Yours,” ‘‘ Education,” 
and ‘‘How the Transition from the Old 
to the New Order of Things Was Accom- 
plished.” At:last the Marsite takes pas- 
sage, in the flying-machine, or whatever 
it may be termed, that brought him 
hither, for his own nativ shores. 

Itis our opinion that the book will repay 
perusal. 
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CHOLERA, DIPHTHERIA, Dysentery, 
Piles, Quinsy, Catarrh.. The Antidote for $1. 
Agents wanted. Dr. G.H. MILLER, 1,441 South 
Twelfth street, Denver, Col. 20628 


Force and Matter; 


Principles of the Natura! Order of the Uni- 
yerse, with a System of Morali y 
Based Thereon. 


By Prorzsson LUDWIG BUCHNER, M.D. 


VuxTENTS | 
Oroa and Matter, The Fitness of Things in 
arke of Matter, _ Nature (Teleology), 
Immortality of Force, an, 
infinity of Matter, Brain and Mind, 
Value of Matter, Thought, 
Motion, Consriousness, 


orm, Seat of the Soul, 
immutability of Natural Innate Ideas 
AWS, The Idea of God, 

Oniversality of Natural Personal Continuance, 

Laws, ital Force, 
ihe Heavens, . The Soul of Brutes 
Periods of the Creation Frea Will, 

of the Earth, Morality, 
Original Generation, Concluding Observa 
Secular Generation, tions. A 
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The Truth Seeker Library, 


The World’s Sages, Thinkers, and Re- 
formers. The Biographies of three hun- 
dred of the most distinguished teachers and 
philosophers (who were not Christians), from 
he time of Menu to the present. By D.M. Ben- 
nett. 1,075 pages, 8vo. Cloth, $3; leather, $4; 
morocco, gilt edges, $4.50. 


Supernatural Religion, An inquiry into 

the reality of divine revelation. Decidedly the 

most thorough and exhaustive work on the 

claims of supernaturalism ever written.. .By F. 

. Newman, Emeritus Professor of the London 

University. 1,115 pages, 8vo. In cloth, $4; 
leather, $5; morocco, gilt edges, $5.50. 


The Great Works of Thomas Paine. 
Including The. Age of Reason, Examination of 
Prophecies, Reply to Bishop of Llandaff, Let- 
ters to Mr. Erskine, Essay on Dreams, Letter 
to Camille Jordan, The Religion of Deism. 
Common Sense, The Crisis, and the Rights of 
Man; the whole preceded by the Life of Paine, 
and a steel-plate portrait. 800 pages, 8vo. 
son: $3; leather, $4; morocco, gilt edges, 


Analysis of Religious Belief. An ex- 
amination of the Creeds, Rites, and Sacred 
writings of the World. By Viscount Amberley, 

son of the late Lord John Russell, twice Pre- 

mier of England. Complete from the London 
edition. 745 pages, 8vo. In cloth, $8. 


The Gods and Religions of Ancient and 
:Modern Times. Vol. I gives a full ac- 
count of all the gods the nations of the earth 
have worshiped, including, Jehovah, Satan, the 
Holy Ghost, Jesus Christ irgin Mary, and the 
Bible. 835 pages, 8vo. Vol. describes fully 
all religious systems of the world, including 

udaism, Mohammedanism, and_ Christianity; 
the latter occupying 372 pege being fully gone 
into, 49 pages. By D. M. Bennett. rit- 
ten in prison at Albany. In cloth. $3 per vol- 
ume. or $5 for the two volumes; in leather, $7; 
in morocco, gilt edges, $8. 


The foregoing volumes are called ‘The Truth 
Seeker Library.” If all are ordered together and 
sent by express, one dollar will be deducted from 
the price of ear - 


Christianity a Fiction. 


Astronomical and Astrologic- 
al Origin of ali Religions. 
By DR. J. H. MENDENHALL. 


Explanatory notes compiled and arranged by 
the late Jonathan M. Roberts. Price, 50 gents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


Gems of Ghought. 


Trova speaking, as an obligation para- 
mount to partisanship, friendship, and all 


personal ends, is not an ingenious inven-` 


tion which, when once discovered, is 
speedily adopted by every one. It implies 


a quality of character such as, in a high- 


degree, is not often found, and toward 
which man rises with extreme slowness. 
For almost two thousand years religion 
has laid its chief ethical stress upon belief 
and benevolence. Truthfulness, in its 
double sense of ‘seeking the truth and 
speaking it, has hardly yet got beyond its 
Bethlehem.— Life of Samuel Bowles, 


Many contend that the doctrin of future 
rewards and punishments, even if untrue, 
has a restraining influence upon the 
masses of mankind. That Lincoln did 
not share this fallacious opinion, is shown 
by the following extract from an address 
delivered in Springfield in 1842: ‘‘ Pleas- 
ures to be enjoyed, or pains to be endured, 
after we shall be dead and gone, are but 
little regarded. There is some- 
thing so ludicrous, in promises of good, or 
threats of evil, a great way off, as to 
render the whole subject with which they 
are connected easily turned into ridicule. 
‘Better lay down that spade you're steal-. 


ing, Paddy—if you don’t, you'll pay for it . 


at the Day of Judgment.’ ‘Be the powers, 
if ye’ll credit me so long I’ll take an- 
other.” — Was Abraham Lincoln a 
Christian? by John E. Remsburg. 


Man cannot wait quietly for the slow 
growth of knowledge in him, through 
gradually made closer interaction with 
things, but is ever tempted to anticipate 
sound knowledge by speculativ intuitions, 
from the high and special personal station 
which he usurps for himself, or by revela- 
tions which he claims and professes to hav 
from some higher source than. sense. 
Experience is neglected or ignored where 
experience ought to be rigorously made 
and sincerely incorporated; an arrogant 
impatience of research allowed to prevail 
where the difficulties of observation make 
a humble patience of painstaking search 
necessary to the discovery of truth; a 
supreme confidence and self-granted full 
swing of imaginativ invention where a 
modest subordination of self is alone 
suited to win Nature’s confidence and dis- 
cover her secrets.—Maudesley. 


An essential part of his [the theological 
student’s] intellectual training is to make 
him expert in so manipulating language 
as to show that the words in the sacred 
books were intended to express something 
very different from the meaning originally 
attached to them. To the words in daily 
use a well understood meaning is attached. 
We hardly know how we could otherwise 
liv as we do. We call these their natural 
meanings. Divines, who guide the studi: s 
of their pupils in religion, tcach them how 
to use the words of the sacred bonks in a 
non-natural sense, Teachers of science 
use no such subterfuges. As new tru bs 
dawn upon them, thoy correct their mis- 
takes and alter their language. Thev do 
not pretend that the same word mag 
first one thing and then anvthtr. When 
they thought that the ea:ih stood still 
they said so. They afterward discovered 
that the earth moved, and they said it 
moved; but admitted that they did not 
mean that it moved when they said it 
stood still._—Studies of Man, by a Japa- 
nese, 


Bur let us first consider, with a little 
more accuracy, how it comes to pass that 
written history is not a truthful repre- 
sentation of facts. The sources of truth, 
whether legendary or fictitious, are mainly 
two—observation and narration. We all 
know the opinion of the criminal lawyer 
on the relativ value of direct testimonies 
and circumstantial evidence—a question 
on which he ought to be the best judge. 
Such a man holds that, in cases where the 
accused is convicted on the force of con- 
curring circumstances, there is as a rule, 
less reason for doubt than where the con- 
viction ensues on the mere testimony of 
an eye-witness. This, at first, seems 
strange and unreasonable; but we are 
disposed to believe that. the professional 
opinion is sound. The ground of that 
opinion consists in this, that all observa- 


tion involves discrimination and valuation. 


of the evidence of our fallible senses. 
Experience soon satisfies us that testi- 
mony, where not wholly to be rejected, 
should be received with suspicion. A 
very small percentage of even honest, 
intelligent, and educated men are com- 
petent observers, and few hav the slightest 
notion of the difficulties irvolved in the 
simplest observation. The fact is, pre- 
possessions and assumptions are uncon- 
sciously mixed with facts. What we look 
for we are apt to imagin that we see, or to 
believe. that we bav seen. In narration 
we are still more liable to error. It is 
exceedingly hard to remember exactly 
what we hav seen and heard, and even 
harder to describe or reproduce it. What 
we dream or read we are prone to mix up 


| with the memory of fact.—Dr, Ingleby, 
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Pap., 40c.; clo., 750. 
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igious Liberty, (Life.) By 
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50c.$ clo., 750. 
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Sense,” “Crisis,” “Rights of 
Man.” $1.50. 
Rights of Man. Answer to 


urke's Attack on French Revo- 
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The illustrations are classified as follows: 


Missionaries. 
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THE ABSURDITY AND UNTRUTHFULs 
NESS OF THE CHUROH’S CLAIM 
TO BE A DIVINE AND BENEFI- 
CENT INSTITUTION, AND RE 


THE ABUSES 
UNION OF 


OHUROH AND 
TATE. 


Full~-Page 


Illustrations. 
WITH COPIOUS _ CITATIONS & 
FACTS, 
HISTORY, — 
STATISTICS, 


OPINIONS or SCHOL- 
ARS 


TO MAINTAIN THE ARGUMENY OF 
THE ARTIST. 


WATSON HEST UN 
ORTRAIT U 


THE DESIGNER. 


2 represent Samples of Christianity’s Work, 
The Lord’s Instruments. 


Studies in Natural History. ie urch’s Idea of Civilization. 
The Bible and Science, The Uses of the Cross. 
The Clergy and Their Flocks. 5 Unkind Reflections on the Churek. 
Piety in Our Penitentiaries. s Persecutions of the Church. 
The Atonement Scheme. ee Some Allegories. 
The Lord and His Works. se eaven. 
` Prayer. ad (3 
The Creeds. gi Miscellaneous. 
Ohristians and Mohammedans. 


A most extraordinary publication. We venture the assertion that nothing, like it has ever be 


fore appeared in this country, and it is very doubtfi 


if another one like i 


ever again be poe 


hed. We must give the Truth Seeker Company the credit of putting the book in the reach o; 


At twice the price it would have been a cheap book. Artist 
signer is a wonderful success, and we ju 
erica will desire a copy of this most 


eston as a portrait-painter and de 
e from our own feelings that nearly every Liberal im 
wonderful volume.—[Freethinkers’ Magazine. 


Mr. Heston deserves to be called ‘the artist-hero of Liberalism. He has dedicated his genius ta 
Freethought, and has done faithful and noble work for the cause of right and truth. But the pict- 


ares 


do not make up the whole of this volume. There are nearly two hundred pages of reading 


matter that serve first as explanations of the illustrations, and secondly as texts to prove the utter 


calsity of the church’s professions and the h 
pook is one of the best weapons against Christi 
of Freethinkers.—[Boston Investigator. 
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ACCOUNT OF 
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Paper. 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 
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Being true accounts of the passing away of the 
following persons, thus refuting the many Ohris- 
tian slanders upon them and others: 

Lord Amberley, John Baskerville, Pierre Bayle, 
Jeremy Bentham, Paul Bert, Lord Bolingbroke, 
Giordano Bruno, Henry 
Thomas Buckle, Lord Byron, Richard Carlisle, 
William Kingdon Olifford, Anacharsis Clootz, An- 
thony Collins, Auguste Comte, Condorcet. Robert 
Cooper, D’Alembert, Danton, Qharles Darwin, 
Erasmus Darwin, Delambre, Denis Diderot, 
Etienne Dolet, George Eliot, Frederick the Great, 
Gambetta, Garibal Isaac Gendre, Gibbon, 
Godwin, Goethe, Grote, Helvetius, Henry. Heth- 
erington, Hobbes, Austin Holyoake, Victor Hugo, 
Hume, Littre, Harriet Martineau, Jean Meslier 
James Mill, Joan Stuart Mill, Mirabeau, Robert 
Owen, Thomas Paine, Courtland} Palmer, Rabe- 
lais, Winwood Reade, Madame Rolard, George 


Sand, Schiller, Shelley, Spinoza, Strauss, John 
Toland, Vanini, Volney, Voltaire, James Watson, 
John Watts, Thomas Woolston. 


Price, 25 cents. Address 
THR TRUTH REEKER. 


A SHORT 


HISTORY OF THE BIBLE, 


BEING 


A Popular Account of the Formation and Development 
of the Canon. 


.By BRONSON D. KEELER. 


Contents: The Hebrew Canon. The New Tes- 
tament. The Early Controversies. The Books at 
First Not Considered Inspired. Were the Fathers 
Competent? The Fathers Quoted as + cripture 
Books Which are Now Called Apocryphal. The 
Heretics. The Christian Oanon. 

Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. ` 


SCIENCE VS, RELIGION, 


. OR, THE 
Conflict between Reason and Superstition, 
By T, C, WIDDICOMBE, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


Price, 10 cents. 
‘THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


IRON-CLAD AND MANNA SERIES. 


TIRON-CLAD SERIES. 


1 Atonement. arle: 
2 Secuiar Responsibility. G.J. 
4 Influence o 

nderwoo 
7 Buddhist Nihilism. Prof. Max Mueller..... 10 
8 Religion of Inhumanity. F. Harrison...... 15 
9 Relation of Witchcratt to Religion. Lyall.. 10 
10 Epidemic Delusions. Marvin........ eseseese 10 


11 Philosophy of Spiritualism. Marvin..... ... 50 
12 Tyndail’s Belfast Inaugural, and Portrait.. 25 
13 Essays on Miracles. David Hume..... +» 10 
14 Land Question. Charles Bradleugh.. . 5 
15 Were Adam and Eve Our tirst Par 
Charles Bradlaugh................... 5 


16 Why Do Men Starve? Charles Bradlang] . 
18 A Plea for Atheism. Charles Bradlaugh... 10 
19 Large or Small Families? A. Holyoake..... 5 

20 Superstitio: Displayed, with a Letter of 
illiam Pitt. Austin Holyoake........... 5 
21 Defense of Secular Principles. C. Watts.... 5 
22 Is the Bible Reliable? Charles Watts....... 5 
23 The Christian Deity. Charles Watts........ 5 
24 Moral Value of th. Bible. Charles Watts... 5 
25° Freethought and Mod. Progress. Watts.... .5 

26 Christianity: Its Nature and Influence on 

Civilization. Charles Watts. ....  .... 

28 Thoughts on Atheism. Austin Holyoake... 

29 Is there a Moral Governor of the Universe? 

Austin Holyoake..... s.. esee senssesosee 

30 Philosophy of Secularism. Charles Watts.. 


MANNA SERIES. 


1 Original Manna for “‘ God’s Chosen.”. ...... 5 
3 New Life of David. Charles Bradlaug sb 
5 20, Questions Without Apswirs.............. 5 
6 Dialogue between a Christian Missionary 
and a Chinese Mandarin ... ........ cee. 10 


by a Weak b 
8 Search After Heaven and Hell. 


5 
Charles Bradlaugh... 5 
Per doz..... 10 


On orders for Iron-Clad and Manna We will send 
$1.10 worth for $1; $2.50 worth for $2; $5 worth 
for #3, and $10 worth for $5. 


1.60 will now buy & reliable AMERI- 
CAN WATCH in strongGOLD PLATED & 
Dust Proof Case. Wiil not vary a min- 
y utein 20 days; Js ns durable as apy wateb 
made. FULLY GUARANTEED. 

Ithas AMERICAN patent Sever MOVEMENT, 
Å Patent Escapement and Regulator, Lantern Pinion, 
240 beats to minute; No key required to wind and 
set; weight 4 0z.;exactly like cut; Post-paid for $1.50, 
3 for $4.00, 12 for $15.00. by express. Mention paper 
#/ and we will include bandsome gold plated CHAIN & 
CHARM. AGENTS & Storekeepers sen for TERMS. 
Catalogue of 1000 new articles FREE. 


BOBERT H. INGERSOLL & BEO., & 
65 CORTLANDT BT., NEW YORE CITY. 


er Pin and THE TRUTH 
EEKER one year for $5. 


Ingersoll Souvenir Spoon 


AND 
THE TRUTH SEEKER 
ONE YEAR, 


Will be sent for $4.75. Sugar Spoons and Trura 
SEEKER, $5. Either kind (Tea or Sugar) Spoon 
gilt bowl, 50c. more, 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


CHEAP EDITION. 


Travels in Faith. 


By CAPT. ROBERT 0. ADAMS. 


Being the story of his mental journey from 
orthodoxy to Rationalism. A 


Price, paper, 25 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


The Colonel Ingersoll Souvenir. 


THE MOST ARTISTIC SPOON MADE. 
STERLING SILVER, MASSIVE, BEAUTIFUL. 


Given Away. 


In order to introduce this most artistic of all 
Souvenirs, I shall present to all patrons who favor 
me with an order for goods, to the amount of 
$20, one of the above spoons, my price $2.50, but 
guaranteed a finer spoon than sold elsewhere for 
$3 And for every additional $20, an additional 
spoon. Or with an order for $10 worth of goods 
I will supply the spoon for $1. 


THE INGERSOLL SOUVENIR 


Is made in the following variety: 


Tea Spoons, Oxidized, ) each $2.5 
10 ounces per doz., 
“ s Oxidized, } * 3.00 
14 ounces per doz., 
Oxidized. 
s m gilt bowl, “ 800 
10 ounces per doz., 
Oxidized, 
7 s sectional gilt, “8.50 
10 ounces per doz., 
Orange ‘i Oxidized, plain bowl, “2.95 
+ + be gilt “ “ 8.25 
Sugar ‘ “ satin “ “ 80l 
ty “ wo gilt iy i 3.50 
The $2 50 Tea is also supplied etched in bowl, 
“The Time To Be Happy [- Now,” or other mot- 


toes, or names, for fifty cents extra. Parties en- 
titled to spoons may, upon paying difference in 
price, select any other spoon from above list. 

My stock embraces everything usually kept in 
first class jewelry stores. Diamonds guaranteed 
20 per cent below regular market price. Watches 
of every description, Chains, Rings, Necklaces, 
Jewelry, Silver and Plated Ware, Optical Goods. 
Bavges, Gold Pins, Etc. And $1,000 will be pai 
for proof that I hav advanced my prices above 
lowest prices published in any of my latest price- 
lists, on account of the above liberal offer. 

(Lf Freethought Badges are preferred the $2.50 
may be so applied.) 


OTTO WETTSTEIN, 
(Established 1857) Rochelle, Il, 


Designer of The Perfected ‘Otto Wettstein” 
Watch; the Beautiful Ingersoll Spoon; the Popu- 
lar Freethought Badge. £ 

Send for pricelists, cards in colors and gold of 
badge, tracts. etc.. free. 


íl. 


SES 4 . ae ty 
THE NOTED SPECIALIST, 
For Men Only, 


fs a physician of a wide and extensive practice, 


and his remedies are, of the best. The Doctor 
treats all those peculiar diseases of young and 
middle-aged men, as the result of youthful errors 
and excesses, causing Early Decay, Loss of Man- 
hood, Wasting Discharges, Varicocele, Mental 
and Physics Debility, Idiocy, Insanity, and 
eath, : 
To those afflicted and who are desirous of being 
cured a booklet of some 88 pages will be sent ta 
their address for ten cents, sealed in a plain 
envelope, giving Causes and Symptems of the 
Complaint and a description of the Doctor’s im- 
ortant medical discovery—an Outward Applica- 
pons positive curet e only remedy pi the 
ind in existence—with evidences of success, 
DR. R. P. FELL 


dri 
ris Vineland, N. Fi 
you saw this advertisement in THE 


EKER. y 
Dr, Fellows is an-Infidel. 


And sa 
TRUTE SE: 
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S JOSS IS OUT OF HUMOR AGAIN. 


But moy Bep pet not, nor inclined their ear to turn from their wickedness, to burn no incense unto 


other gods. 


erefore my fury and mine anger was poured forth, and was kindled in the cities of Judah and 


in the streets of Jerusalem; and they are wasted and desolate, as at this day.—Jere. xliv, 5, 6. 


“A Digest of Science.” 


THE DYNAMIC THEORY OF LIFE AND MIND: 


Anattempt to show that all Organic Beings are both Con- 
structed and Operated by the Dynamic Agencies 
of their respective Environments. 


By JAMES B. ALEXANDER. 


Over 400 illustrations, 87 chapters, 1,067 pages, and a 3-column index of 11 pages. 
Price, express prepald by us, only $2.75. 


i end to embrace the field covered by thousands of books, such as those of the 
es Humbiidy Tibenc ‘Of Science.” the “International Scientific Series,” etc., by bringing together, in 
simple and direct form, with proper correspondence between them, all of the known factors con- 
tributing toward the origin and evolution of organic beings. 


THEN BEAD A OHAPTER OR VEBSE DAILY FROM THIS BIBLE OF 


SOIENOE! x p , 
It is entertaining as well as enlightening, and will lead you to “ worth-ship” (worship) nature 
—t. e., appreciate the worth of the Universal Mother. 
You must own this book some day: why not NOW? 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 2 Lafayette Place, New York. 


SABBATH - BREAKING. 


Origin of the Sabbatic Idea— 
The Jewish Sabbath—The 
Christian Scriptures and the 
Sabbath—Examination of 
Sunday Arguments—Origin | 
of the Christian Sabbath— 
Testimony of the Christian 
Fathers—The Sabbath dur- 
ing the Middle Ages—The 
Puritan Sabbath—Testimony 
of Christian Reformers, 
Scholars, and Divines—Abro« 
gation of Sunday Laws. 


Do you wish to be well tnformedt 


—BY— 
JOHN EB. REMSBURG. 


Price, 25 Cents. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


28 Lafayette place, New York. 


ls Controversy Dangerous? 


By W. F. JAMIESON. 


This little book goes down to the very bed- 
rock of human liberty. 


Price, - - - A 
Address 


OPEN SUNDAYS. 


The Sunday Question. 


A HISTORICAL AND CRITICAL REVIEW. 
WITH REPLIES TO AN OBJECTOR. 

By GEORGE W. BROWN, M.D. 
Price, 7 = = a 2 


THOMAS PAINE; 
WAS HE JUNIUS? 


` By W.H. BURR. 


15 cents 


25 cents. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Essay on Miracles. 


© By DAVID HUME, 
Price. z a ey 2 10 conws. 


Second edition, enlarged to 32 pages; with the 
pest engraved Hence of Paine. Price, 10 cents. 


ess THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


EAGLE BRAND. 


——THE BEST—— 


IROOFING 


s unequaled for house, barn, factory, or out- 
buildings, and costs half the price of shingles, 
tin, or Iron. It is ready for use, and is easily ap- 
plied by an ong, Send stamp for samples, and 
state size of roof. 


EXCELSIOR PAINT AND ROOFING CO., 
Dept. 10, 155 Duane St., New York. 
18t18 


RELIGION NOT HISTORY. 


Examination of the Morals and History 
ofthe New Testament. 
By Pror. F. W. Newman, Price 2% sents. 


Ei x gs) 
THE SABBATH. 
By M. FARRINGTON. ; 
Á Thorough Examination and Ref- 
utation of the Claims of the 


Sabbatarians. 
Brice, - =- - Es a 


10 cents. 


Spiritualism Sustained, 


FIVE LEOTURES. 
Ry John R. Kelso, A.M- 
12mo, cloth. $1.08. 


Priestly Celibacy Exposed, 


By Rev. G. T. Fox. M.A. 
Price, 15 cents. Addrers this office. 


MEDICAL. 


If you need a medicine pay attention to some- 
thing which will cure you. It is known as 


The Water of Life, 


and is adapted to curing, more especially, all 
forms of Stomach, Liver, Kidney, and Bladder 
troubles. By injecting this water it will heal all 
sorts of inflammations of the internal organs,such 
cases a8 Piles, Typhoid and other fevers Bowel 
Uterins and other torme of Female 

tis a Blood Purifier, and-is an ex- 
I ien a and Throat 


Leer r 
lomplaints. 
cellent remedy for Catarrh an 
inflammations. It will heal the nerves, restoring 
lost vigor of mind and body, creating a goo 
appetite and producing sound sleep: It acts 
steadily upon the urine, cleansing the blood by 
means of the kidneys, and acts mildly upon the 
bowels, thereby producing bodily habits which 
are so essential to good health. This 


Water of Life 


is sold absolutely pure, as it is pumped from 
the spring, without the addition of any_drug 
whatever. It is Nature's Remedy, pure and sim- 
ple, and not a manufactured article. The «uccess 
3t has achieved has come mostly from its friends 
who hav been cured by using it. Send for a 

amphlet free, containing photo-engraved let- 
ers and recommendations from those who have 
used it, giving a forty-page history and all par- 
ticulars about this remarkabie water, to 


J. R. PERRY, Manager, 


m12 34 South Main Street, Wilkesbarre, Pa, 


JX ews of the (Deck. 


Reieious services are held at the 
World's Fair each Sunday. 


THE placards inciting against Christian- 
ity and foreigners that are postedin China 
hav produced the killing of two more mis- 
sionaries., ; 


Rev. Mr. Hur, the well-known anti- 
Mormon preacher, of Utah, has dis- 
closed what, if we may believe him, is à 
scheme of the Mormons to buy statehood 
from Congress. A million dollais is said 
to hav been raised for the purpose. 


MUHAMMED ALEXANDER RUSSELL WEBB, 
the missionary for the conversion of Amer- 
icans to Mohammedanism, made a report 
to the syndicate of rich Mohammedans in 
India, for whom he has been securing eg- 
timates on lands in Georgia, Alabama, and 
Florida for the formation of Moham- 
medan colonies. He expects an answer 
from the syndicate in a few weeks. 


Tax device of a detachable flap for a 
postage-stamp, inscribed ‘‘Not to be de- 
livered on Sunday,” which has been 
adopted in Belgium, originated with T 
Vandenpeeveboon, minister of railways, 
telegraphs, and -posts of Belgium. He is 
an extremely religious man, and while he 
cannot stop the collection and delivery of 
mails on Sunday, he has adopted this 
postage-stamp scheme hoping to lead the 
people up to his own ideas. 


Tuomas Ryan, of Boston, has been re- 
fused a divorce on the ground of desertion. 
He, like his wife, was a Catholic, till he at- 
tended a revival meeting, and, to use his 
own words, ‘‘for the first time in his life 
experienced religion.” He went over to 
the Methodist Episcopal faith, and then 
his wife left him without justifiable cause. 
In answer to a question on the witness 
stand he said: ‘‘My wife deserted me-be- 
conne I loved my savior better than I did 

er. . 


Last Sunday at 5 o’clock a short but 
violent storm broke upon Chicago. Four 
persons on the. yacht Chesapeake were 
drowned, as well as several others on 
smaller boats. The World’s Fair boats 
lost no passengers. A part of the glass 
roof of the Agricultural Building fell, but 
harmed no one. Other buildings were 
damaged. A report spread that the captiv 
balloon had been carried off with several 
passengers. It was afterward learned that 
the balloon only had been destroyed. 


Governor AtTcELD says that the attacks 
on his pardon of the Anarchists ‘‘do not 
mention the fact that the man who was 
chief of police atthe time says that he has 
investigated the case thoroughly, and that 
he doesn’t believe there was much in it. 
They do not mention the fact that the 
jurymen said they could not giv the case 
a fair and impartial trial. They do not 
mention the fact that the man who threw 
the bomb was not brought into court, and 
gave no evidence whatever at the trial; 
that it was not proved in the slightest 
measure that the man who threw the bomb 
had any connection with these men, or 
was incited to the act by the conduct of 
these men, or that he had ever even heard 
them make speeches. ” 


A ovrious mode of treating the social 
evil, which perhaps may be regarded as 
placing it under high license, is being 
practiced in Baltimore. Two hundred 
keepers of immoral] houses hav been called 
to court and fined. For three days they 
filled the court-room. The fines ranged 
from $5 to $125, with an average of about 
$10 costs. Several thousand dollars were 
collected. The greatest objection urged 
against the method adopted this year is 
the assembling in court of all the persons 


- | indicted, which naturally attracted a crowd 


to the court-house. In former years the 
fines Were imposed and collected without 
those indicted going to court. Under the 
law half of the fines are distributed among 
the incorporated dispensaries of Balti- 
more. 


By the new liquor law in South Caro- 
lina the state will pay a large part of its 
expenses Out of profits which formerly 
were reaped by private enterprise. It 
charges fifty per cent profit on the liquor 
sold to the county dispensaries as its share 
of the gain. Then the dispensaries are re- 
quired to sell the liquor at fifty per cent 
additional profit, that gain to be divided 
between the town and the county. Thisis 
quite Socialistic. The law is strict both as 
to its provisions against its violation and 
as to the manner of obtaining liquor from 
a dispensary. One has to carry a certifi- 
cate of good character with him before he 
can obtain liquor. If he is a known drunk- 
ard he cannot purchase. The quantity 
One can purchase is not less than a half- 
pint and not more than five gallons, and in 
every event it can be obtained only once a 
day by any one individual. The bottle is 
sealed and cannot be opened on the prem- 
ises. Minors cannot obtain it under any 
circumstances. 
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Old ‘Testament Stories 
f Comically Illustrated. 


T wit 
| iT WILL 
CORNER 

THE 


PARSON. 


MAKE You 


LAUGH. 


rr aa | By WATSON HESTON. | 
. The Stories Humorsously Told—And Hard Facts 40 0 Pages 20 0 Full~Page 


Given Concerning the Origin and Authenticity of the 


Oid Testament—A Page of Text to Each Picture. Pictures. 


. CONTENTS: 
Sustaining a Theory, Jacob and Esau, Jephthah and His Human Sacritres. 
Some Giants, . Joseph the Man of Dreams, Samson the Strong, 
The Adventures and Work ef Noah, Holy Moses, Ruth and Boaz, 
A Hunting Anecdote, Balaam the Diviner, Unstable as Water, God Shall Not Excel, 
Abraham, Christ’s Great Ancestor, Bloody Joshua, David, God's Favorite, , 
A Queer Family, The Campaign of Deborah and Barak Some Stories from the Book of Kings, 
Isaac and His “Sister,” Against Jabin and Sisera, Adventures of the Prophets, 
One of Twins, General Gideon. Jonah the Truthful Sailor, 


Boards, illuminated covers, $13 eloth, gilt side stamp, $1.50. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO, 


Darwin and After Darwin, 


An Exposition of the Darwinian Theory. 
By Gores J. ROMANES. 


A gystematio Exposition of what may be termed 
the Darwinism of Darwin, and intended to be of 
service to the general reader rather than vo pro- 
fessed naturalists. 
_ Mr. Romanes is well known as one of the most 
interesting of English writers upon evolution, 
besides ranking with Professor uxley in scien- 
tific knowledge and ability. And this is a part of 
his conclusion regarding the great subject of 
Design, to which the church so often refers: 
“Thus whether we look to the facts of adapta- 
tion or to those of beauty, everywhere through- 
out organic nature we meet with abundant 
evidence of natural causation, while nowhere do 
we meet with any independent evidence of 
supernatural design. .. . . Adaptation and 
beauty are alike receiving their explanation at 
the hands of a purely mechanical philosophy. . . - 
All nature has thus been transformed before the 
view of the present generation in a manner and 
to an extent that has never before been possible; 
and inasmuch as the change which has taken 
place has taken place in the irection of natural- 
ism, and this to the extent of rendering the 
mechanical interpretation of nature universal, it 
is no wonder if the religious mind has suddenly 
awakened to a new. and a terrible force in the 
words of its traditional enemy—W here is now 
thy God?” È 
filustrated. Price, cloth, $2. 
Address, THÈ TRUTH SEEKER. 


BOOKS BY 
PROF. FELIX L. OSWALD. 


The Bible of Nature: A Contribution 
to the Religion of the Future. Cloth, $1. |. 
The Secret of the East; or, The Origin 
of the Christian Religion and the Significance 

~of its Rise and Decline. Cloth, gi 

Physical Education ; or, The Health-Laws 
of Nature. Cloth, bp 

Household Remedies for the Prevalent 
Disorders of the Human Organism., Cloth, $1. _ 

Zoological Sketches: A Contribution to 

the Outdoor study of Natural History. Illus- 


tod by HL Faber, Cloth, $2 
trated by H. Faber. O R RRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette place, New York. 
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New Publicatoins. | 


New Publications. 


S, P. Putnam’s Latest Pamphlet, 


RELICION A CURSE, 
RELICION A DISEASE, 
RELIGION A LIE. 


Dedtcatea to the American Congress, of 1892, which for the sake of Religion, Stabbeā Liberty 
` to the Heart. 


CA 


A work burning y f i 
on Sunday—an act which practically unite 


with indignation inipired by the Congressional act closing the World’s Fair 
the government and the Christian church. 


To which is added Mr. Putnam’s address delivered before the Columbian 
Exposition Committee of the House of Representatives against Sunday closing. 


Also the following Essays and Foems by Mr. Putnaw, which have never before been put in 
book form: Orthodoxy; Freethought; Man, Not God (written fora Paine anniversary); The Statue 


of Liberty and Thomas Paine; a 
thought Hall; Death and Life; Gol 
Centennial Exposition in Philadelphis, in 1876). 


The main cone in this work is ons of the strongest arraignments ever made of the relig 
ters the minds of tha people of this courtry. It should be distributed wi 


which cramps and fe 


vem written for the openin 
he Golden Age; Shat 


exercises of the Silverton, Ore.. Free- 


the Door (a poem on the closing of the 


‘ion 
ely. 


It has been commended in the highest terms as it appeared in Tae TRUTH SEEKER and we hope every 
reader will buy a copy to lend his neighbor and arouse thought. 


Price 2% cents; Five copies for $1. 


Address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York City. 


DESIGN ARGUMENT FALLACIES, 


A Refutation of the Argument That Nature Exhibits 
Marks of Having Been Designed by 
an Intelligent Being. 


ANI NANI NININ 
SYNOPSIS: 
I. The Design Argument Vitiates Itself By Neceseitating an Infinit: i f Desi a 
il. If There Were a Designer He Could Not Be Beneficent. Se ee meen gee 
ILL. If There Were One He Could Not Be Wise, for 


His Processes Are Egregiouely Slow, 
They Are Egregionsly Wasteful, 


They Often Serve No 


38, 


They Have Produced Faulty Mechanisms. 


IY. What Is Oalled Design Is 
V. What Actually Did Cause So-Called Design. 
VI. Astronomy and Design. 
VIL. The Argument of a First Cause. 


nly Snbserviency; and the Watch Argument Is legitimate. 


Embracing a Succinct Exposition of Evolution and a Sketch of Astronomy. 


BY THE EDITOR OF THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Price 15 cents. Address 


THE ELIMINATOR; 
Skeleton Keys to Sacerdotal Secrets, 


“Write me no more fables, lest I be a fool ana 
read the riddles awry.” 


By R. B. Westbrook, D.D., LL.B. 


Contents: The Whole Truth; Sacerdotalism 
Impeached; The Fabulous Claims of Judaism; 
Moses and the Pentateuch; Ancient Symbolism 
and Modern Literalism; Astral Keys to Bible 
Stories; The Fable of the Fall; Search for the 
“Last Adam;” What Is Known of the New Testa- 
ment; The Drama of the Gospels; The Ideal 
Qhrist; Jesus and Other Christs; A Reverent 
Critique on Jesus; A Few Fragments; Blood 
Salvation; The Things That Remain. 

Price, cloth, $1.50. 


Antiquity 
Unveiled. 


A e 3 0 


Ancient Voices 
from the Sptrit 
Realm disclose the 
most Startling Rev- 
elations. 


À Proving Christianity 
_ to he of 
Heathen Origin. 


(ILLUSTRATED.] 


ort sale at this office. 


Price, ---- $1.50. 


Address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


[nstead of a Book. 


By A Man Too Busy to Write One, 


Cullea from the Writings of B. R. Tucker. 


This is a big, book of over 500 pages, an 
forth the principles of Philosophical ‘eee 
In fact, it is the d, by the veritable John 
Calvin, of that cult. Mr. Tucker is a mental 
plumb-line hewer, and has the least regard for 
where the chips fall of any one of the writers of 
that careless camaraderie. Anyone wanting to 
know what the thinking Anarchists think, and 
why they think that way, will have to get one of 
these books in order to know. 


Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


PPP” 


THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 28 Lafayette Place, N. Y. 


APOLLONIUS OF TYANA IDENTIFIED AS THE 
CHRISTIAN JESUS. 


An important and remarkable revelation con- 
terning the life and times of Apollonius of 
Tyana, the great sage and philosopher of the first 
century. It is here claimed that his life and 
teachings were appropriated and utilized by the 
formulators of the Christian religion in the in- 
terest of so-called Christianity. The an ete 
is made plain in this brief history of Apollonius, 
especially in view of the historica references and 
comments thereon. It is quite evident that to 


conceal the plagiarism, the name of Apollonius |. 


was suPpressed. 
Price, 15 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
A NEW WORK 
BY 
ARTHUR B. MOSS, 
Author of “The Bible and Evolution,” 
ENTITLED 


Christianity and Evolution, 


With preface by. 
J. M. WHEELER, Sub-editor Of Freethinker. 


Price, $1. Order at once. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


COSMIAN HYMN-BOOK. 


A COLLECTION OF 


ORIGINAL AND SELECTED HYMNS 


FOR 
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The Design Argument. 

Among ihe discourses in which divines continu- 
ally reason for the existence of a God, and delude 
the many into believing in such a being, one of the 
latest and most noticeable is that of Rev. John 
Gerard, of England. Originally published in the 
Month, it has been copied in numerous other 
periodicals, and doubtless seems to many an un- 
shakable piece of reasoning. The Rev. Mr. Gerard 
takes up the Law of Variation. This law is simply 

‘a statement of the fact that offspring do not re- 
semble their parents exactly, but vary slightly 
from the type of their progenitors in many direc- 
tions. This-seemingly unimportant fact became of 
extraordinary significance when held up by Darwin 
as the fundamental principle in the evolution of 
living creatures—in the gradual development of 
such beings as man from forms of life as simple as, 
say, & jelly-fish or an oyster. For, pointed out 
Darwin, if offspring did not vary, but were just 
like their parents, then no change in the species 
could ever hav taken place, and instead of the high 
and complicated organisms of to-day there would 
-be only the poor and simple ones that filled their 
places eons ago ; but the offspring do vary, and as 
they are so numerous that all cannot find room, 
only those survive that hav chanced to vary in such 
a way as to be better fitted for gaining their 
living, and so the species is at each generation 
represented by an improved specimen. The fact 
that the offspring vary he gave the name of the 
Law of Variation, while the fact that only the 
fittest survive was elevated to equal fame under 
the designation of the Law of Natural Selection. 
Rev. Mr. Gerard, reciting that Darwin professes to 
find in this law of purposeless variation and selec- 
tion a sufficient instrument for the production of 
present organisms, denies that # can be such, and 
declares that it affords no explanation of the said 
production. He givs this illustration: 

“It is, for example, by a succession of ‘slight acci- 

_ dental variations in the required direction’ that Mr. Dar- 
win himself explains the development of the eye, from 
the simple apparatus of an optic nerve, coated with pig- 
ment, and invested by transparent membrane, to the 
complex organ of inimitable contrivances which we now 
behold. What such an explanation really means it is 
worth while to inquire. We all know that the friction 
to which bodies at the bottom of a river are exposed in- 

- evitably changes their form—that is, makes them Vary. 
If we were to throw in amongst the gravel ten thousand 
or ten million eubes of glass, ig there any probability 


the church should be presented with the beautiful 


.| that any one of them would be shaped into a lens fit to use 


in a telescope, such a lensas the variations wrought by an 
optician produce’every day? Yet this is exactly what we 


‘| are asked to believe that a system of Variation equally 


random has actually done in the eye, and might be 
counted upon to do.” 

Just how to meet this argument will not be ap- 
parent to all of its readers. But there is an answer 
to it—an exposure of its fallacy—which is conclu- 
siv; and it is this. In the example, we contem- 
plate the same glasses as being operated on by the 
water throughout the period of time assigned for 
the experiment; but in the case of living creatures 
the same individuals are not the subjects of the 
whole course of experiment. At short intervals 
the living creatures are removed from tke earth and 
replaced by another set which by the survival of 
the fittest hav been approximated nearer to the 
final type; and so to make the cases parallel the 
glasses would hav to be removed from the river at 
short intervals and replaced by a set approximated 
nearer to the final type. In other words: every 
few years each living creature produces several 
fresh individuals to take its place, and among 
these the one that finally does get into its place 
and hold it is the one that chances to vary most in 
the direction of the final type; so in the instance of 


the river and glasses we should hav to take up the 


glasses every few years, and, for each of them, 
take several glasses obtained from some other 
source, and select the one varying most in the 
direction of a lens, and restore to the river that 
one in each case, Under such a method a lens 
could be produced. 


The Church Injuring the Poor. 

The revenue of the Roman Catholic church 
largely comes from the poorest classes, who can only 
by the greatest injustice to themselvs spare the 
money. Servant-girls, for instance, are among the 
freeest contributors, and their lot is one of hard- 
ship and privation to ameliorate which every cent 
that they can get should be. devoted. To take 
from their puny means of support and comfort is a 
shame of the blackest. An instance of the rapacity 
with which the church does nevertheless devour the 
means of this class was given at the Sacred Heart 
church at Trenton, New Jersey, the other Sunday. 
The account reads that Rev. Father Hogan “ edified 
his people” with a remarkable statement of whole- 
souled generosity, and this not on the part of some 
wealthy parishioner, but at the hands of a servant- 
girl. “This good woman,” said Father Hogan, 
“made it her ambition some time ago to see that 


tabernacle which graces the high altar, and with 
this in view she set about collecting subscriptions 
from her friends. When she had something over 
$100 subscribed, she made up her mind to sub- 
scribe the balance herself. The entire cost was $500. 
The girl thereby left herself penniless, but said that 
she was only lending to God, who would take care 
of her. She had not long left the parochial resi- 
dence when her return was announced, and Father 
Hogan, being summoned, inquired, if she had 
changed her mind. ‘No, father,” she replied, 
“but I hav found another dime in my pocketbook, 
and as I promised to giv God all, I cannot hold 
anything back.” Father Hogan, says the account, 
“was much affected by this wonderful exhibition of 
self-sacrifice.” This incident happened months 
ago, but was alluded to by Father Hogan on this 
recent Sunday as the preface to another statement 
that the same woman had just presented the statue 
of an angel, worth $45, to be placed on one side of 
the tabernacle above referred to. He added, inci- 
dentally, that there was room for another statue of 


a similar character on the other side. 
services were not long over before another servant- 
girl waited on the pastor and made an offering of 


Church 


this statue. Still another girl at service, says the 


account, has just presented the church with a hand- 


some statue of the sacred heart to be placed in the 
sanctuary and has supplemented this with the gift 
of a pedestal on which to mountit. Thedouble gift 


represents $100. Father Hogan spoke of “the 
rare liveliness of faith which prompted these good 


deeds ” and contrasted it with “the niggardliness 
of many with long purses.” The church still needs 
a pulpit, and it is thought that some of the 
parishioners will club together and buy it. It will 
cost $1,000. 

To the consideration that the poor who thus de- 
prive themselvs to giv to the church injure them- 
selvs, there is to be, added the further considera- 
tion that they also injure us. Society is interde- 
pendent, and the prosperity, health, and intelligence 
of one enhance the prosperity, health, and intel- 
ligence of all. If, instead of contributing to the 
worthless priest, the poor man would keep his 
money, he would not require our junds in his fre- 
quent pauperiem. If he would expend it in drains 
for his lands and pipes for his buildings, he would 
not infect us with contagions. If he would buy 
books with it, he would not keep us in eterna] tur- 
moil struggling against his ignorant administration 
of popular government. By draining his support 
from the scanty purses of the working-people, the 
priest injures them, and injures us, and in the sup- 
port of bimself maintains the greatest bane that 
history records. 


Early Religious Restrictions. 

The third and latest volume of McMasters’s 
History of the United States givs amusing particu- 
lars of the religious restrictions that prevailed in 
the states of our Union for some time after the 
Revolution. In places a man’s right to vote de- 
pended upon his religious opinions. Thus in 
South Carolina “a free white man must believe in 
the existence of a God, in a future state of reward 
and punishment, and hav a freehold of fifty acres 
of land.” A queer mixture this of piety and pelf! 
And this was not all. Between the right to vote 
and the right to hold office there was a wide dis- 
tinction. Thousands of men who, on election day, 
came to the polls, were by law hopelessly debarred 
from ever, in the whole course of their lives, hold- 
ing the office of sheriff, or taking a seat on the 
bench, or becoming a member of the legislature, or 
reaching the high place of governor of a state. No 
Atheists, no Freethinkers, no Jews, no Roman 
Catholics, no man, in short, who was not a believer 
in some form of the Protestant faith, could ever be 
governor of New Jersey or New Hampshire, Ver- 
mont or Connecticut. Any rich Christian might 
be the executiv of Massachusetts or Maryland. 
Elsewhere he must be a Trinitarian and a believer 
in the inspiration of the scriptures, or a Protestant 
and a believer in the divine authority of the Bible, 
or acknowledge one God, believe in heaven and 
in hell, and be ready to declare openly that every 
word in the Testaments, both Old and New, was 
divinely inspired. At first these restrictions were 
submitted to without protest, but the leaven of the 
Revolution was at work, and bit by bit they were 
quietly removed. 

The generation that removed these restrictions 
was that of Thomas Paine, and had been horrified 
by witnessing the effects of European unions of 
church and state. The present generation does 
not hav in mind those fearful examples, and is far 
from being so alive to the necessity of resisting 
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church encroachments as we wish. It is to be 
hoped that the old-time tyrannies may never be re- 
instated. : 


Catholics’ Private Different from Their Public 
Sentiments. 
Protestant missionaries having been distributing 
copies of the book divine through Sinaloa, Mexico, 
_ the Catholic bishop there addresses his flock in a 
letter which one of our readers desires us to notice. 
The bishop exhorts: “It having been brought to 
our notice that certain foreigners hav come to our 
city lately with the object of establishing a Protest- 
ant temple here, and that they hav begun to dis- 
tribute Protestant tracts and Bibles, in virtue of the 
obligation that is on us to care for your spiritual 
good, we hereby notify you, our very dear children, 
that you must not buy, receive, nor read these 
Bibles, nor other tracts or papers which the per- 
sons to whom we refer are distributing; all of 
which Our Mother the Holy Church prohibits to 
her children under the severest penalties. But 
that you may hav more exact knowledge of your 
duties in this particular, we present to you the fol- 
lowing instructions, published under similar cir- 
cumstances by some distinguished prelates of our 
republic.” The “very dear children” whom the 
“Mother the Holy Church” has kept scienceless 
preys to disease and all the ills of ignorance for fif- 
teen centuries, are in succeeding paragraphs warned 
not to venture into a church of the Protestants, 
« eyen from pure curiosity,” not to read any printed 
matter circulated by them, and not to associate 
with any one of them. 

Truth seekers know that the only way of becom- 
ing able to take correct views of the many prob- 
lems which life thrusts on us for solution, is to at- 
tend the meetings, read the publications, and 
experience the society of all possible kinds of peo- 
ple—those who differ from us most of all. In- 
structions like those of the bishop above are given 
not to aid people in finding and preserving truth, 
but to prevent them from doing so. They proceed 
from an institution which knows that truth would 
be fatal to its existence. 

In one passage of his letter the hierarch coun- 
sels against violence to the Protestants. This is 
the customary public advice of the Catholic clergy 
in this age. Their privately expressed desire, how- 
ever, is often detected to be of another nature. 
This bishop, it was found, privately instigated his 
people to maltreatment of a Bible-seller. They 
hanged and burnt the colporteur in effigy; at 
another time stoned him and shot at him five times. 
One young man followed him several days with a 
concealed knife seeking an opportunity to stab him. 
The Catholic clergy will employ force against dis- 
senters from their creed just in proportion as they 
are allowed to by public opinion and the state of 
the times in general. 


Our Treatment of Criminals. 


Governor Altgeld’s present prominence before 
the public has caused attention to be directed to 
a book of his published in 1884, “Our Penal Ma- 
chinery and Its Victims.” In it he says that we 
should endeavor more to reform criminals instead 
of herding them together where the evil ones cor- 
rupt all the rest. He desires “ indeterminate sen- 
tences,” under which the penal term depends on the 
prisoner’s behavior, the prospect of his reformation, 
etc. He deplores the effect of unjust arrests. He 
says: “ The report of the chief of police of Chicago 
shows that of 32,800 arrested in a year 10,743 were 
discharged by the police magistrates, to say noth- 
ing of those bound over to the grand jury and 
then discharged. So that during the year there 
were in that city upward of 10,000 young persons 
given a regular criminal experience without having 

‘ committed any crime. And if so many in one city, 
what a multitude must there be throughout the 
land! Now what effect will this treat- 
ment hav on them? Will not every one of them 
feel the indignity while life lasts? Will they not ab- 
‘hor the men who perpetrated what is felt to be an 
outrage? Will they not look on this whole ma- 
chinery as their enemy and take a secret delight in 


seeing it thwarted? Will they not almost uncon- 
sciously sympathize with those who defy this whole 
system, and are they not thus suddenly brought a 
whole length nearer crime than they were before ?” 
In chapter xv on Grand Juries he says: “Grand 
juries should be abolished. They work a great in- 
jury to the innocent and greatly assist the guilty. 
For the delays incident to the action of the grand 
jury keep hundreds in jail who are, on examination, 
discharged. At. the same time, the great delay in- 
cidental to their action is of the greatest advantage 
to the real criminals. Courts should always be open 
for the trial of criminals. Then they should be 
tried on information, so that a trial,could take place 
directly after the offense. This would protect the 
innocent and at once bring the guilty to justice. 
The speedy trial is what the guilty always dread.” 
In general, the governor’s notion is that we- still 
follow medieval ways and blindly make local ap- 
plications of brute force for ills that require con- 
stitutional treatment. As we hav been trying the 
crushing policy with such unsatisfactory results, he 
says, let us dispense with a little of the brute force 
and try a system of development which, while it 
will protect society better than the present system, 
will make it at least possible for the accused to 
come out with more character, moral strength, and 
self-respect than he had when taken into custody. 
This governor's action in regard to the Anarchists 
we hav nothing to do with in this paragraph. We 
merely giv his sentiments on the above impor 
tant question of penology, as desirable by our read- 
ers, whose interest is claimed by all species of social 
reform, and whose attention has already been drawn 
to the subject by Colonel Ingersoll’s little work on 
“Orimes Against Criminals.” 


Nothing But the People’s Money > ill Satisfy 
the Clergy. 

On the shameful attempt of the Sabbatarians to 
prevent people from enjoying on Sundays even the 
innocent pastime of fishing, the Sun remarks that 
this occupation surely cannot be objected to as 
disturbing the quiet. The Sunday exodus to the 
country, it says, is accompanied with very little 
disturbance. The sport is quiet and peaceful, and 
necessarily so for its successful pursuit. A thou- 
sand fishermen in a single small bay wil not dis- 
turb the devotions of a village church, no matter 
how near it may be to them. If there is any amuse- 
ment suggestiv of Sunday calm and congruous 
with it, is it not fishing? If the people are to 
be allowed to enjoy themselvs at all on Sunday, in 
what more peaceful way can they get their amuse- 
ment? If fishing is outlawed, what else in the 
way of recreation may not consistently be made 
illegal? If the fishermen may not fish, why per- 
mit the railroads and the steamboats to carry them 
where they hope to find the fish? If it is unlawful 
to drop a line from a boat, why should it not be 
unlawful to go out in a boat? 

Fishing is as quiet and unobtrusiv as is asserted 
above, yet it must of necessity disturb the parsons. 
For what they wish is not simply that those who 
choose may assemble and worship unmolested, 
but that all ‘others be compelled to do so like- 
wise. To force these others to do so, they procure 
laws forbidding them to do anything else, so that 
they will from sheer inability to émploy themselvs 
otherwise come to church and join in the services 
asa last resort. The preachers are not satisfied 
with the devotion of some of the people, freely 
rendered, but clamor for the attendance, compul- 
sory and unwillingly rendered, of all of the rest. 
This is because the unwilling attendants, though 
bringing no voluntary choice of the parsons’ dis- 
courses, do bring money, which is just as good as 
the money of the devout, and money, money, is the 
great and essential end of the clergy’s desires. 

eg 
Probable Defeat of Sunday Openers. 

On Sunday, the 14th, the directors of the Colum- 
bian Exposition voted to close the gates of that 
concern Sundays. An exception was made of last 
Sunday, the receipts of which were to be devoted 
to the relativs of the brave firemen who perished in 
the destruction of the Cold Storage Building. The 
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reasons were those given in these words of Edwin . 
Walker, attorney for the directorate: “I question 
whether it is right for us to keep the Fair open on 
Sundays if attendance is no greater than it has 
been the last two Sundays. It requires the em- 
ployment of about sixteen thousand people to keep 
the Fair open, and that is too many in proportion 
to the attendance. Last Sunday there were only 
forty-three thousand visitors.” 

Why the attendance was so small Sundays is busy- 
ing many heads in conjecture. But however minds 
may differ as to the exact means by which the 
forces which seem to hav killed Sunday opening 
hav operated, all agree that those forces are Ohris- 
tian. It is the fight of Christianity against open- 
ing that has dealt this blow egainst it. Owing to 
the defnands of that religion, the exhibits of the 
national government, and of many states, hav been’ 
closed Sundays. So hav those of numerous indi- 
vidual exhibitors. In the second place, the uncer- 
tainty whether the Fair would be open prevented the 
running of Sunday excursion trains from the coun- 
try round about. Again, the abstinence of pietists 
trom Sunday attendance was an item of some 
amount, though difficult to estimate. And many 
Christians vowed that while the Fair was open 
Sundays they would boycott it altogether and not 
attend on week-days even. That they would and 
did carry out those threats is believed by the man- 
agement. Some deem thenumber of these boycott- 
efs small, others large. We will quote one of these 
estimates, that of the New York Zimes, a journal 
of excellent judgment : 

tt Tt is idle froma commercial point of view to point out 
that'the reasons of these people for staying away are ab- 
surdly inadequate. The only practical question is how 
many of them there are. Nobody knows, but it cannot 
be disputed that there are many. ‘The Societies of 
Christian Endeavor undoubtedly represent a large num- 
ber of persons oiitside of their aétual membership, and ` 
their membership is great. They hav resolved and pro- 
claimed that they will not go to the Fair on week-days if 
it is to be opened on Sundays,” 


On account of these people and their disposition, 
the management believe that Sunday-closing will 
now produce an increased total attendance. 

There is, however, an obstacle yet undisposed of 
to closing Sundays A temporary injunction, ob- 
tained several weeks ago by Charles W. Clingman, 
one of the stockholders in the Exposition Company 
anda taxpayer of Chicago, compelling the gates to 
be kept open, still stands in the way. Judge Stein, 
of the superior court of Cook county, who granted 
the decree, says: “ The injunction is still in force. 
If the court’s attention is officially called to any 
violation of the order it will, after due considera- 
tion, take such action as may appear proper.” But 
Edwin Walker, the counsel of the Exposition Com- 
pany, says: “The gates will be closed. Unless Mr. 
Clingman consents to an amicable adjustment of the 
matter relativ to the injunction, we shall simply go 
into court and hav it setaside.” William E. Mason, 
Mr. Clingman’s lawyer, declares that the gates will 
be open next Sunday unless his client decides to 
back down. It would not be an easy matter, he 
says, for the Exposition Company to override an 
order of the court as long as anybody insisted that 
that order should be enforced. 

The jubilation of the Sabbatarians is indeserib- 
able. There was an excited scene in the Baptist 
convention at Indianapolis on the 15th, just’ before 
the noon adjournment. It was caused by the read- 
ing of this message from the local. Christian En- 
deavor Union of Chicago: “Fair closed tighter 
than a clam.” Delegates stood on their 
chairs, cheered, waved hats and fans, and 
it was several minutes before order was re- 
stored. A hymn of praise closed the session. 
Rev. R. V. Hunter, national president of the Chris- 
tian Endeavor Sunday-Closing committee, says: “I 
am delighted with the announcement that the 
World’s Fair is not to open on Sundays, and I feel 
that our work is well done. We hav labored hard 
for such a result. We shall henceforth take a deep 
interest in the Fair, and thousands who were stay- 
ing away will get together their grips and start for 
Iam glad the closing comes as a result 
of lack of patronage rather than asa decree of a 
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court. The people hav spoken, and there is no 
room for dispute now. The hypocritical plea made 
. for the laboring men has been exorcised. The Ameri- 
can people hav convicted the Chicago local directory 
and Sunday has been vindicated. The American 


people can be counted upon to do the right thing 


ultimately.” Secretary Baer of the United Society 
. of Christian Endeavor sent the following telegram 
to Mr. Higinbotham, president of the World’s Fair : 
“Accept congratulations. You will never regret 
your action of yesterday and the click of your turn- 
stiles will be heard in the land, made merrier than 
ever by thousands of Christian Endeavorers—no 
longer antagonistic nor indifferent, but heartily en- 
thusiastic. I, for one, mean to do everything in my 
power to make the Fair a financial success.” 

We will mention, by the way, that a convention 
at Pittsburgh, Pa., of all denominations, on. Mon- 
day the 10th declared the conflagration of the Cold 
Storage Building, with its loss of life, a visitation 
of divine wrath against‘Sunday opening. 

In order that a certain trade or profession, 
whose business it is to sell their ideas as to a future 
sate, may hay a monopoly of a whole day for the 
earning of their livelihood, great masses of our 
people hav already been prevented, and greater 
masses probably will be prevented, from entertain- 
ing and elevating themselvs. 


An Illustrated Freethinkers’ Guide-Book to 
the World’s Fair. 


We shall print Mr. Putnam’s letters from Chicago 


in a pamphlet to be called “Pen Pictures of the. 


World’s Fair,” before their complete appearance 
in Taz Troura Szexer. We shall get the book out 
in time to be used as a guide-book for those who 
visit Chicago during the last three months of the 
Fair. These letters hav been highly commended, 
and deservedly so, for the descriptions are veritable 
poems, and all the statements are as accurate as 
official information can make them. Those who go 
to the Fair will find the book exceedingly useful, 
for Mr. Putnam has laid it all out from beginning 
to end, and the book will save visitors’ time. Those 
who read it will know what to see, and where the 
sights are. It will contain as much information as 
is possible to crowd into a work of its limit. It 
will be illustrated with a bird’s-eye view of the Fair, 
giving visitors a general idea of the place, a map of the 
Park, enabling them to find their way around, and 
with pictures of the principal buildings of the Expo- 
sition. Those who do not go to the Fair will in this 
book see it in all its glory, and certainly will know 
more about the Exhibition than those who attend 
without this guide-book, trusting tomemory. Those 
who go to Chicago will receive g.eat benefit from it; 
those who do not, still greater. The price of the 
book is 25 cents. 


A Book Every Freethinker Will Hay to Hav. 

We placed in the pressman’s hands last week Mr. 
Remsburg’s new book, “Abraham Lincoln: Was 
He a Christian ?” and we ought to get it away from 
him and the binder in ten or fifteen days. The 
work will be handsomely finished, on fine paper, 
and be a thing of beauty as well as a quieter of 
religio.1s tales. 

One of the most noted controversies of the cent- 
ury has been waged over the question of Abraham 
Lincoln’s religious belief. Soon after the remains 
of America’s most illustrious son were laid to rest 
at Springfield, one of his biographers, Dr. Holland, 
put forward the claim that he wasa Christian. The 
claim was promptly denied by the dead statesman’s 
friends, but only to be renewed again, and again 
denied. And thus for a quarter of a century the 
question of Lincoln’s belief has been tossed like a 
battledore from side to side. 

For fifteen years Mr. Remaburg has been collect- 
ing material for his work. He presents an array 
of testimony that is irresistible and overwhelming, 
and which must put this question at rest forever. 
In addition to the testimony of twenty witnesses 
who claim that Lincoln was a Christian, and which 
is reviewed and refuted, he adduces the testimony 
of more than a hundred witnesses in proof of the 
claim that Lincoln was not a Christian. These wit- 
` nesses include his wife and other relativs; his three 
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law partners; his private secretaries; members of 
his cabinet; his principal i atl and scores 
of his most intimate friends. 

NOTED WITNESSES. 

Hon. W. H. Herndon, Col. Ward H. Lamon, 
Hon. John T. Stuart, Col. Jas. H. Matheny, Col. 
John G. Nicolay, Judge David Davis, Col. Jesse W. 
Fell, Hon. Leonard Swett, Dr. William Jayne, Judge 
Stephen T. Logan, Joshua F. Speed, Hon. Jesse 
K. Dubois, Hon. Joseph Gillespie, Dr. C. H. Ray, 
Col. F. S. Rutherford, Judge Robert Leachman, 
Col. R. G. Ingersoll, Leonard W. Volk, Joseph 
Jefferson, Hon. E. B. Washburne, Hon. E. M. 
Haines, Hon. James Tuttle, Hon. M. B. Field, Hon. 
Geo. W. Julian, Hon. John B. Alley, Hon. Hugh 
McCulloch, Gen. M. M. Trumbull, Rev. David 
Swing, Rev. Robert Collyer, Judge Jesse W. Weik, 
Hon. J. P. Usher, Hon. Geo. S. Boutwell, Hon. 
Wm. D. Kelley, Salmon P. Chase, Wm. H. Seward, 
Hon. John Covode, Hon. A. J. Grover, Hon. W. H. 
T. Wakefield, Gen. D. W. Wilder, Judge Aaron 
Goodrich, Judge James M. Nelson, Rev. Edward 
Eggleston, Rev. John W. Chadwick, Donn Piatt, H. 
K. Magie, Dennis F. Hanks, Mrs. Sarah Lincoln, 
Mrs. Mary Lincoln. : 

The foregoing and sixty other reputable wit- 
nesses testify that the greatest man born on this 
continent was a Freethinker. 

Large 12mo, 336 pages, in handsome cloth, $1; 
in paper, 50 cents. 
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A Book Which We Warmly Welcome. 

We believe that everyone will agree with us in 
warmly welcoming Mrs. Matilda Joslyn Gage’s new 
book, “ Woman, Church, and State,” which is now 
ready. Mrs. Gage is one of a trio—Elizabeth Cady 
Stanton and Susan B. Anthony being the others— 
whose names are household words among the work- 
ers for and supporters of woman suffrage. Two of 
this trio, Mrs. Gage and Mrs. Stanton, are out- 
spoken, ardent Freethinkers, and Susan B. is more 
than half-way out of the woods. Mrs. Gage is one 
of the authors of the “ History of Woman Suffrage,” 
but was not content as a clear-seeing historian with 
that volume, and has supplemented it with this 
volume to more plainly show the real facts. 
«Woman, Church, and State,” is, says Mrs. Gage, 
one of the most radical presentations of the church 
question ever laid before the public; and although 
especially presented from the point of its injustice 
and injury to woman, it yet shows the destruction 
of human rights and human will in case of man 
equally as well. Mr. Green, in his Magazine, said 
of it some time ago: “Every friend of woman’s 
rights, every advocate of the entire separation of 
church and state, in fact every worker in the cause 
of human advancement, will be much interested in 
the forthcoming work. It will strike orthodoxy a 
very heavy blow where it has seldom been hit be- 
fore, and by one of the sex upon which it now 
depends for its existence. It will be a publication 
that ought to be read by every intelligent woman 
in the land, for it is a woman’s emancipator from 
priestcraft slavery. As an argumentativ 
work in behalf of Freethought, it has no superior. 
It is a book the world needs, and Mrs. Gage is 
justly entitled to the thanks of every friend of hu- 
man progress for producing it. It has cost her 
much hard work and much money, and the Liberal 
public ought now to show their gratitude by giving 
the book a large circulation.” 

The work is a historical account of the status of 
woman through the Christian ages, with reminis- 
cences of the matriarchate, fortified with voluminous 
notes that can be used in verification of the main 
statements and argument. The author considers 
it by far the most important work of her life. It is 
printed in crown 8vo, contains 556 pages, and 
is bound in cloth and half leather. The price in 
cloth is $2; half leather, $3. We hav it for sale 
and shall be gratified to receive numerous orders. 


During the great storm which occurred in Iowa 
July 6th, the pavilion built for J. E. Remsburg’s 
meetings at Pierson was blown down. The ortho- 
dox of the village were sure that they saw in this 
a manifestation of God’s displeasure, and were not 
When a little later, however, 
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the news reached them that at another town seven 
churches had been demolished, they assumed a 
painful silence. 


 Pauperism and crime are decreasing. In 1860, 


when the population of England and Wales was a 
little below 20,000,000, there were 900,000 paupers. 
Now, with an estimated population of 29,000,000 
souls, the number has fallen-to 685,000. As to 
crime: Sir Edmond du Cane, a student of crimi- 
nology, says there were 85,250 “habitual criminals” 
known to the London police in 1864, and that in 
1890 the number had fallen to 52,000. As religion 
declines, man rises in prosperity and in morals. 


oe es 
The Santa Ana bigots who adopted a resolution 


excluding Tus Trora Szexmr from the Public 
Library are not likely to succeed very well in their 
ultimate object of having our paper less widely 
read. Their action rouses indignation whenever 
considered and the result is that money is freely 
given to put Tse Trurg Seexer in just the 
places the Santa Ana ministers do not want 
it. Captain Silas Latham landed a cargo at 
Fulton market last week and then set a course for 
Lafayette place to tell us about it. 
worth of the fish went to the Federation for the 
International Congress at Chicago and ten dollars’ 
to fill Santa Ana with Trora SEEKERS. 


Ten dollars’: 


The action 
of the Santa Ana ministers works that way. We 


hope they like it. 


We are also indebted to Louis Levine for $1.50 


to send Trura Szexers to the Carolinas, a virgin 


field for Freethought, and a section of the country 
Mr. Levine, who livs there, would like to hav cul- 
tivated. l 


S 

Governor Tillman of South Carolina has received a 
letter from Dr. Joseph Allard, pastor of the French 
Congregational church of Fall River, Mass., asking 
what inducements would be offered to French- 
Canadians, including a large number of Roman 
Catholics, to settle in South Carolina. The doctor 
states that he was selected to make inquiries at a 
meeting of French Congregational ministers, who 
are worried as to how they can best free themselva 
from “the increasing persecutions ” of their Roman 
Catholic compatriots because they had the courage 
to “ break away from the superstitions and tyranny 
of Romanism to accept evangelical Protestantism 
and become devoted citizens of this republic.” Dr. 
Allard says that his people are greatly alarmed at 
the constantly invading progress. of the Roman 
Catholic church in New England. He avers that 
Lafayette’s prediction, “If ever the liberty of the 
American republic is destroyed, it will be the work 
of Roman Catholic priests,” will be realized if 
things go on as they hav been going. We hope 
that the French Canadians, all of whom will in 
event of annexation become voting American citi- 
zens, will not make trouble for our nation at some 
future conjuncture. 


We desire to call the attention of readers of Tux 
Troura Srexzr to the benefits of subscribing to the 
Truth Seeker Monthly Library. The yearly sub- 
scription i is only $3, and subscribers to the Library 
receive a paper-bound copy of each book issued in 
it; or, if they desire the books in cloth binding, 


subscribers to the Library can remit the difference 


in price between paper and cloth binding, and get 
the books in the latter shape. So far this year sub- 
scribers to the Library hav received “ Paine Vindi- 
cated,” by Colonel Ingersoll, price 15 cents; the 
“ Creation of God,” by Dr. Hartmann, price 50 cents; 
the “ Resurrection of Jesus,” by Don Allen, price 
40 cents; “Crimes of Preachers,” price 25 cents; 
the “Handbook of Freethought, ” by W. S. Bell, 
price 50 cents; ‘Religion a Ourse,” by S. P. Put- 
nam, price 25 cents; “ Design Argument Fallacies,” 

price 15 cents, making two dollars and twenty cents’ 
worth in five months, or at the rate of $5.40 worth 
per year; and all for $3 paid in advance. J. E. 
Remsburg’s “ Abraham Lincoln: Was He a Chris- 
tian?” will be ready very soon, and other books be- 
sides are in preparation. Two of these, we may 
mention, are “ Progress and Pleasure,” by A. M. 
Lorentz, LL.B., of which further notice will 
shortly be made, and Mr. Putnam’s “Pen Pictures 
of the World’s Fair,” of great value to visitors to 
the Fair, and still greater to those who cannot 
attend. Send $3 and receive at once the books 
already published, and, as they appear, those which 
will be published between now and January, ’94. 
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Communications. 


These letters will be published in pamphlet form 
within two or three weeks, as a guide-book and descrip- 
tion of the: Fair. Send 25 cents for ‘‘ Pen Pictures of 
the World’s Fair.” 


Pen Pictures of the World’s Fair. 


Before I close this narrative for good, I want to 

% call attention to the 
CLIFF-DWELLERS’ EXHIBIT. 

This is entrancing, weird, and wonderful. A 
rocky mound is before you. You plunge into its 
bosom by a winding recess, and a strange bit of 
human history is unfolded, an endless field for 
study and speculation. The “palaces” and lofty 
haunts of the Cliffdwellers in brilliant phantasma- 
goria spread away in the heartof this mimic mount- 
ain. The Rio De Los Mancos canyon of Colorado, 
the ancient residence of the Cliff-dwellers, unwinds 
in marvelous perspective. Ten thousand years ago, 
it is said, these mysterious people made their home 
in these wild precipices where to-day the foot of the 
white man can scarcely tread. Who were the Cliff- 
dwellers? Whence came they and why have they 
vanished? They were evidently quite intelligent 
and civilized. Here are displayed thousands of 
utensils and articles of dress, and skeletons, and 
these tell a wondrous story. It is noticeable that 
no metals are found. Even the rungs of the ladders 
with which they used to climb to their lofty houses 
are fastened with animal and vegetable fibers. Itis 
evident from the specimens of cotton cloth that this 
race understood the art of weaving. There are 
fragments of a rough wooden loom. The process 
of making cloth from the yucca plant is also illus- 
trated. There are feather robes, upon which are 
downy feathers of some extinct birds. There are 
rare potteries. Vases and bowls are painted with 
geometric designs, while on others are figures of 
men and animals. On one huge bowl a hunter is 
represented shooting an arrow at what looks some- 
thing like a deer. On one of the walls hang a num- 
ber of soft skin sandals with which the Cliffmen 
were able to climb the steep paths to their monster 
fastnesses. There are mats made of reeds, strung 
together with animal sinews. Wooden implements 
of warfare are shown, and wooden tools supposed 
to be for tilling. There are belts which they wore 
across their foreheads to help support burdens, 
also stone axes and knives, bone spoons, necklaces 
of tiny shells, and jet beads skillfully drilled. 

At the end of the museum are a number of mum- 
mies excavated from the cliff-houses. They .were 
buried as they died—rolled first in cotton cloth or 
skin, then in feather cloth, next in matting, and 
lastly in a covering of reeds. The Cliff-dwellers 
were not dwarfs, and the shape of the skulls, with 
high foreheads, betokens intellectuality. The most 
interesting mummy is that of a young woman, evi- 
dently a princess, an American beauty who lived 
before the days of Cleopatra, or even of Adam and 
Eve. She was found perfectly preserved, wrapped 
in soft sea-island cotton, and hidden in a niche 
carved out of the solid rock. What was the ro- 
mance of this maiden ten thousand years ago? 
There is nothing more deeply pathetic than these 
records of a people who were perhaps the first 
dwellers upon the American continent. 

As we pass dreamily forth from these caverned 
relics, 

THE ARCTIC WHALER, 
gaily festooned, attracts our gaze. Let us look at 
this weather-beaten vessel, and from the mystic 
hights of the past travel into this century to the 
poetic sea life of New England. 

This is the whaler Progress of New Bedford built 
in 1843, and it has seen nearly fifty years of service 
in the Atlantic, Pacific, Indian, and Arctic oceans. 
Everything is in place, boats, charts, compasses, 
quadrants, lances, harpoons, bomb-lances, guns, 
ete. Below deck is a museum with hundreds ot 
curiosities—ambergris which costs-$450 per pound; 
whales’ teeth and whiskers, as the sailors call them, 
and whalebone the dressmakers ;-a turtle seven feet 
long, 1,400 pounds’ weight; a salt-water saw-fish, 
the costumes of the ladies of the Arctic regions and 
South Sea islands, delicate laces from the cactus 
plant, rare shells, sponges, sea fans, star-fish, horns 
of the narwhale, pure ivory, Eskimo skin boats, 
ete. 

The Progress is a typical Yankee whaler. It has 
battled with many a storm and sailed over many a 
league of waters. In 1871 she lay with thirty-eight 
other ships in the ice of the Arctic ocean. The 
Progress with five other ships escaped the thicken- 
ing perils and reached clear water. The rest of the 
fleet was lost beyond hope of rescue. - Twelve hun- 
dred souls, some of them women and children, were 


| danger of their lives. 


shut up in these ice-bound vessels in momentary 
The captain of the Progress 
and the officers of the other five ships resolved to 
throw overboard their valuable cargoes of oil and 
make room for these shipwrecked ones. This they 
did, and all were saved by the heroic action. The 
whaler Progress, of such romantic history, is one 
of the most notable exhibitions of the Fair. It 
smacks of old times, of the toils and dangers of the 
rolling deep. 
THE ESKIMO VILLAGE. 

As you pass out at Fifty-seventh street do not 
fail to drop into the Eskimo village, where there 
are real Eskimos—men, women, and babies—huts, 
utensils, canoes, ete. These gentle and oily people 
are on the make, however. Not an Eskimo woman 
meets you but she will ask for a nickel. The chief 
fun of the Eskimo lad is for somebody to plant a 
quarter of a dollar deep in the ground, and then a 
half-dozen with their long whips, standing in a 
circle, go for it and endeavor by hitting the ground 
with the lash to knock out that quarter. Tt is un- 
earthed sooner or later, and the whipster who does 
this pockets the quarter. Itisa rather animating 
contest and the descending lashes make a noise 
like the rattle of musketry. 

` THE WILD WEST SHOW. 

Although the Wild West show is no part of the 
World’s Fair, yet everybody goes to it and it is 
worthy of report. It is a stunning Sabbath- 


breaker to the tune of twenty-five thousand admis- | 


sions a Sunday, and for that reason I like it. It 
has been an eyesore to the orthodox. Of course 
they boycott it, but what’s the use? It’s crowded 
all the same. It’s a valuable object-lesson. After 
roaming about the Fair one blessed Sunday and 
trampling the Sabbath under our feet from Midway 
Plaisance to Agricultural Building until I was some- 
what weary, Otto Wettstein with his usual gener- 
osity takes me to the Wild West. show, and here 
underneath the ample covering we have a long and 
jolly rest, just the kind of a Sunday rest that I ad- 
mire. The band plays splendidly. Ten thousand 
people are with us. The lights play upon the vast 
campus and the mad, whirling spectacle begins 
There isn’t anything very artistic about it, but it is 
simply ravishing in its wild splendor and noise. 
To see a hundred horsemen—the Arabian, the Cos- 
sack, the Teuton, the Gaul, the Saxon, the Ameri- 
can, and the Indian—with bright pennons and 
brilliant colors, dash forth swift as the wind form- 
ing into ranks, thundering and plunging along with 
reckless speed yet harmonious movement—this 
certainly is one of the most exhilarating displays of 
physical life that one can look upon. It stirs the 
blood like nothing else. It is a magnificent regalia 
of horsemanship. It is grace; strength, velocity, 
audacity, elan, in one overflowing, ever-changing 
stream of irrepressible energy. It is like the 
motion of the ocean itself, like the leap of its great 
surges, the swaying and swinging of its mighty 
billows—the rush of these powerful animals, so 
tumultuous and yet so obedient. Outside of the 
horses I don’t care much for the Wild West show. 
There’s nothing extra, unless perhaps the shoot- 
ing. The acting is of the rudest sort, but the 
horses are superb; and a hundred horses, with a 
hundred daring riders, with military precision and 
enthusiasm, amidst martial strains and blazing 
electric lights, sweeping, curving, darting, now for- 
ward straight as an arrow, then round the vast 
circle, then across and back in thundering gallop, 
with cries furious and unearthly from men more 
frantic and savage than the steeds themselves— 
well, there is a vigor about this, an ecldét, a stupen- 
dous Niagara-like vivacity of motion, that is simply 
immense. Every lover of the horse will like to 
look upon this triumphal procession—the involu- 
tions, evolutions, and convolutions of these radiant 
battalions. Never was the glory of the horse so 
elaborately displayed—with such force, beauty, im- 
petuosity, variety, and magnificence of action. 
FAREWELL. 

I will bid farewell in true oriental fashion. As 
I labor through the Midway Plaisance after a day’s 
long tramp the sedan is temptingly within reach, 
and so I ensconce myself in its luxurious domain, 
while two stalwart Arabs carry me buoyantly along. 
It is a somewhat outré sensation to have men for 
beasts of burden, but one can get used to anything 
in this world, especially on the Midway Plaisance. 
Nothing seems incongruous as I wander through 
this vast medley of the nations, and witness not 
only every variety of men and beasts, but every va- 
riety of gods. Itis just the sunset hour when I 
take my imperial seat, borne on the shoulders for 
the time being’ of obsequious slaves, and the tur- 
baned figure of a muezzin appears in the minaret 
of the mosque, and in a chanting monotone warns 
the faithful that the hour for prayer is at hand. 
They bend their faces toward Mecca, and ejacula- 


tions break forth. So amidst eastern pomp and 
eastern religious ceremonies I journey on, and 
while I rest my feet my brain is filled with a thou- 
sand imageries. Still throng upon my sight the’ 
most extraordinary scenes in the world.. The 


Plaisance occupies 80 acres, and it is crowded with 


at least 50,000 people. The electric lights begin 
to mingle with golden sunshine, as it disappears, 
and fantastic pictures of every land under the sun, 
the most savage and the most civilized, are seen in 


the bewildering masses of flame, while every mu- 


sical instrument adds to the tumult and the melody. ` 
Eye and ear are kept constantly. busy. . The sub- 
lime and the ridiculous jumble into each other with 
delightful celerity. Form, color, sound, move- 
ment, are everywhere, in infinite change. Even the 
wild beast joins in the procession and gambols for 
my entertainment. As I pass the big menagerie 


-the band begins to play, and five lions leap into 
‘the arena above the entrance, 


‘tremendous in 
strength and ferocity. One man leaps into their 
midst, and with the crack of the whip compels 
them to fiercely obey. They show their grim teeth 


‘and growl and snarl and plunge over each other, 


and their eyes burn like lightning. They could 


.| tear the man to pieces like a wisp of straw, and yet 
‘they follow his slightest command. It is a mar- 
„velous exhibition of human power—the glance of. 


man ruling the most turbulent and majestic of 


:animals. 


What a journey—of less than a mile and less 
than a half an hour. Ariel who girdled the earth’ 
in forty minutes couldn’t beat the record for 
sight-seeing. Under the viaduct I pass and the 
freighted cars roll over my head. Then the broad 
paths of the Fair Grounds beyond the Woman’s 
Building stretch before me to the lagoon and the 
Wooded Island and around and away to the spark- | 
ling shores of the lake itself. It is now night but 
a blaze of splendor accompanies every step. I flow 
on with the crowd. I must visit once more the 
great basin. I must look again upon the lighted 
domes of the Administration Building, the vast 
fountains with their illuminated spray, and the 
surrounding palaces flooded with effulgence as if a 
thousand stars were fallen from heaven. I must 
behold again the grand columns, white against.the 
dark luster of the waters, and the hundred figures 
poised with such living grace that it seems as if 
they too looked with ardent soul upon the glitter- 
ing scenes. The sedan chair bears me onward and 
I imagine myself in a gently tossing boat swept 
along the surges of some mighty tide. The innu- 
merable multitude presses forward, a hundred thou- 
sand feet making music on the silvery paths. My 
oriental guides trip along with a kind of rhythmic 
swing as if they too were inspired by the harmony of ` 
the environments. Winding through the accumulat- 
ing throng they bear me just in front of the 
Peristyle. As I lazily stretch forth and find 
myself on solid ground, I might fancy that 
I were really in heaven such a burst of 
grandeur meets my eyes, and such sweet 
symphonies are in the air. But not being a 
saint, and not believing in heaven, I know that I 
am looking upon the surpassing glory of this earth, 
created by man’s genius, the triumph of science, 
and I am happier and more exalted than any saint 
could be at the throne of his vanishing deity. 
Hundreds of thousands of beaming gems of light are 
in the joyous atmosphere. Like gold and silver, 
topaz, opal, are the waters that flow at my feet. 
Right across are the shining fountains. A hun- 
dred naiads, nymphs, and mermaids seem glancing 
in and out of the glistening chambers of those 
many-colored waves. Beyond towers the dome, 
the golden dome, more golden than is day’s re- 
splendent flush, and around are the greatest and 
loftiest structures on the planet, belted with im- 
measurable pomp. For an hour—which to my 
mind appears only one dazzling moment—I look 
upon this glowing canvas that man kas so deftly 
and wondrously painted, a canvas in which life 
itself throbs with poetic realism, a picture limned 
on night's expressive face. I cannot any longer 
keep still. Like Shelley’s Alastor, I must plunge 
into the stream—I must seek the unknown. Like 
Columbus, I must be an explorer. And soI hail the 
graceful gondola, which like a swan moves over the © 
liquid expanse. What an exhilaration it is to bend 
over and watch the diamond surface! I dip my 
hand in the waters, as if from every flying crest I 
could pluck riches that would make me a monarch. 
I could almost think there can be no cold spaces 
beneath, but only beautiful dwellings, fairy haunts, 
the jeweled home of Undine and ‘the genii of the 
sea. I do not wonder that people sometimes think 
that in the heart of the ocean is the sweetest re- 
pose. How lovely water is—what gems it has that 
no queen ever wore. What undiscovered depths of 
rarest ornament. I speed over the bosom of the ` 
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lagoon dreamily, delightfully, as if one with the though his: sensitiv flesh quiver and shrink at the 
flowing, fleeting billows. The gondolier propels me | contact, and ever and anon a cry “as of some 
onward, keeping time, time, with the exquisite strains | strong swimmer in his agony” is wrung even from 
that make the air like an impassioned spirit. I} his dauntless heart. -It isa strong, tender, heroic; 
pass by the murmuring fountains. I leave behind | and sympathetic soul that is here engaged in a 
the grand basin, with its multitudinous torches. | desperate struggle with the terrific problems which 
Diana is lost in the starry darkness and the golden | this life offers to every thinking mind. And the 
dome. I pass by the huge walls and radiant roof of | only way to understand the tangled maze is to 
the Manufacturers’ Building; by the gorgeous Palace | view it, not from the dark, mist-laden vale of ap- 
of Electricity; underneath the sculptured archways | pearances wherein most of us dwell, but from the 
of the illuminated bridges; alongside the Wooded | commanding, sunlit hights of Reality. To him 
Island with its perfumed walk, its gilded arbors, | and to every earnest seeker after truth the answer 
and million flowers; by the dusk glory of Horti- | is the same: Friend, come up higher. 
cultural Hall, and Woman’s gracious shrine; bythe} Mr. Putnam’s definition of religion—which he 
Temple of Art and winged Victory blazing like an | persistently identifies with orthodoxy, and Christian 
angel; by the beautiful foreign buildings that in | orthodoxy at that, 7. e., the orthodoxy of Calvin and 
the electric radiance crowd upon my vision vistas | of old-school Presbyterianism, which has ceased, how- 
of the illustrious past; by the great battle-ship | ever, to be orthodoxy with the large class of relig- 
glooming in the drapery of war. Out into the | ious minds that can think as well as believe—differs 
great lake I sweep, out upon its luminous bosom, | essentially from that given by St. James, who may 
and then before me shines the whole emblazoned | be presumed to speak with some degree of author- 
shore. I see it all, the circling, glimmering efflo-|ity on the subject. According to the Apostle: 
rescence, the bloom of the ages, flinging its luster | “Pure religion and undefiled before God and the 
upon the lake afar, which like an animated being | Father is this, To visit the fatherless and the 
drinks in its countless rays. Then on the decks of | widows in their afflictions, and to keep himself un- 
the “ Whaleback,” I voyage from the poetic, artistic, | spotted from the world.” I think it would puzzle 
dreamy city to the real city itself, to Chicago, | Mr. Putnam to show that such religion—the relig- 
whose imperious energy has made this marvel of | gion of helpful human sympathy and personal purity 
delight. ; and uprightness—could possibly be a curse, a dis- 
And as I voyage homeward my heart beats ex- | ease, or a lie; nor indeed would he attempt to do 
ultant, for the beauty that I have looked upon—so|so. The religion which he arraigns so severely is a 
inspiring, so potent, so enchanting, the flower of | very different thing. E 
supremest human effort—is linked, and linked for-| Accepting for the sake of argument Mr. Putnam’s 
ever now, with the triumph of human liberty. The | definition of religion as “that feeling in humanity 
black flag of bigotry has been torn from these | which always results in a belief in a God, in a per- 
glorious battlements. The standard of superstition | sonal God or a personal manifestation of a God; and 
is trailed'in the dust. The contest has been long | also results in a belief in immortality as necessary 
and arduous. Tyranny has won in the dreary and to the vindication of the justice and goodness of 
hypocritical halls of Congress, where baseness, | God,” etc., it strikes me that the argument he 
cowardice, and blind folly carry the day ; but in the | employs in the arraignment of this belief is a two- 
shining fields of art and industry—on the battle- | edged sword that cuts both ways, maiming the 
ground where human genius displays its most | hand that wields as well as the foe that opposes it, 
splendid trophies—where common sense and busi-| and as fatal. to the position he holds as to that 
ness rule, where the heart of the people is felt like | which he antagonizes. For, having charged upon 
volcanic fire—there the pennons of Freedom flame | religion about all the ills with which human society, 
the heavens with victorious colors. What a mean, | and many if not most of those with which human 
shallow, insignificant, and contemptible thing is the | flesh, is afflicted, he goes on to show conclusivly that 
political world, compared with the world of Art, | religion is, after all, a very insignificant quantity in 
of Commerce, of Industry, of the Universal People; | human nature and is chiefly conspicuous by its 
and in this world the church has received its most | absence from the thoughts, the interests, and the 
irretrievable defeat. I am glad the church has | concerns of mankind, which, if it proves anythirg, 
forced the issue. Its wound is mortal, and in im- | demonstrates that not too much religion but the 
potent wrath the despot howls. With all its beauty | lack of it is what generally ails humanity. 
I would have disdained the World’s Fair had it] That God is “conspicuous by His absence” from 
` joined itself with tyranny. the affairs of this life is sadly true, but this proves 
. It has not. It is a true World’s Fair. It is | neither the non-existence of the Deity nor the un- 
liberty. It is justice. It is progress. So I voyage | desirability of His more evident presence in, and 
on. The magnificence of the White City drops be- | control of, human activities and relations. For 
neath the horizon from my unsatisfied gaze, but the | many other things are equally conspicuous by their 
future looks wondrously beautiful. To-morrow and | absence which must nevertheless be believed in and 
to-morrow do not creep on with petty pace. In dis- | sought after if life is to be anything else but a ter- 
tant shining days I see the happy evolutions of|rible tragedy, among which are justice, mercy, and 
man, and it is a glory indeed to know that on the| pure, unselfish brotherly love. The belief in im- 
side of Freethought are the garnered treasures of | mortality is but an expression of the ineradicable 
the past, the heroic genius of the present. When | conviction that somewhere or at some time in the 
now I look upon the paintings, the statues, the | experience of every soul its innate sense of justice, 
architecture, the golden harvests, the limpid stream, | its unquenchable thirst for love, will be satisfied. 
the flowers—when now I walk through the palaces, | ~ ‘Religion has never benefited the race—it has 
arcades, chambers, pavilions, and halls, it is with in- | never given it one truth, one art, one invention, or 
effable joy, for the Venerable Day of the Sun has | one discovery.” This is a sweeping statement, 
here been conquered for human happiness and the | which it would not be difficult to refute, but for 
liberty of the world. Samvrn P. Purnam. the present let it pass. “It has been a despot 
Chicago, Ili., 1893. and a murderer from the beginning.” Sub- 
stitute for religion the word bigotry as the ante- 
cedent of that pronoun and there can be no dis- 
puting that proposition. But is there no such 
thing as scientific bigotry? Can science, the 
proffered substitute for religion, show a perfectly 
spotless record ? 

When doctors disagree is the dispute confined 
wholly to doctors of divinity, or does it likewise ex- 
tend to doctors of medicin? of whom the Latin 
proverb says that “ where there are three physicians 
there are two Atheists,” so that religion can hardly 
be chargeable with their variances. Could scientific 
bigotry avail itself of the secular arm to enforce its 
decrees, would it show itself more merciful or toler- 
ant than religious bigotry has done? Has nothing 
| of the sort ever been witnessed? Not to rake up 
old, scores, but confine ourselvs to comparativly 
recent times, has not the “regular or orthodox 
school of medicin more than once successfully in- 
voked legislativ interference to prevent homeopa- 
thists, hydropathists, and other medical heretics from 
practicing the healing art in hospitals and other 
public institutions, thus evidencing the same de- 
termination to monopolize the healing of bodies 
that religious orthodoxy has to monopolize the cure 
of souls? And can it be doubted that if physicians 
had the power, even in this liberal and enlightened 
age, it would be made as great a crime to be 


born or die without medical assistance as it is now, 
in some countries, to be married or buried without 
priestly interference ? i i 

No, Science is not altogether the innocent, benef- 
icent creature Brother Putnam would hav us be- 
lieve. She has been the all too pliant tool of kingly 
tyranny as wellas of priestly persecution. Chemis- 
try isa branch of science, and we owe to her not 
only the healing medicin and the pain-deadening 
anesthetic, but the subtle poison and the mad- 
dening draught which treachery and malice hav 
employed to remove obnoxious rivals to their am- 
bitious schemes. We hav to thank scientific inven- 
tion for the guillotine and the electrical. chair as 
well as for the steam engin and the telegraph, for 
the death-dealing bomb as well as for the peaceful 
spinning-jenny, for the long-range Gatling gun as 
well as for the far-seeing telescope. She furnished 
the rack and the thumbscrew to the Inquisition as 
well as the wheel-chair and the surgical instrument 
to the hospital, and has been ever ready to obey the 
Spirit of the Age whether it was the spirit of per- 
secution or of beneficence. 

Political bigotry has shown itself capable of 
attaining the same bad eminence, and political 
feuds hav been most desperate and unrelenting. 
Men of the same nationality and the same religion, 
nay, even of the same family, hav freely shed each 
other’s blood for political differences of opinion. I 
hav known a popular Methodist minister to be in- 
sulted to his face by the wealthiest member of his 
congregation because he differed from him in poli- 
tics, and it is well known that a somewhat too frank 
confession of political faith nearly cost the most 
eloquent of Brooklyn divines his pulpit. Yes, 
bigotry is a bad, mad thing whether it be religious, 
scientific, or political. 

“ Religion originates in a desire for happiness— 
the very nature of religion, therefore, is absolute 
selfishness.” Granted that the religion of selfish 
men will reflect their selfish nature and that much 
that passes for religion is naught but arrant selfish- 
ness, is the craving of the human heart for comfort 
any more selfish in itself than the craving- of the 
human mind for knowledge? Is not selfishness, 
after all, the root of all the miseries, crimes, and 
follies charged upon religion? 

And what blessing of life, even to life itself, may 
not be poisoned and transformed into a curse by 
the direful power of selfishness? As the servant of 
self-love what a fearful engin of destruction and 
misery is science! Selfishness has made merchan- 
dise of the precious things of science as well as of the 
sacred things of religion, including the bodies and 
souls of men. For in former ages the truths of 
science, which hav always been accessible to the 
race, were monopolized as the exclusiv property of 
the select few by whom they were jealously 
guarded from the masses of mankind who had no 
more recognized right to them than they hav to-day 
to the land on which and from which, nevertheless, ` 
they must all liv. 

Government, whose office it is to preserve the 
social order and protect individual life and property, 
has been transformed by selfishness into one great 
system of legalized oppression—a means by which 
the favored few are enabled with equal impunity 
and rapacity to plunder, outrage, and destroy the’ 
helpless many to whom government denies the 
right of self-protection. It may be affirmed with- 
out exaggeration that for every crime that human 
governments hav ever prevented, they hav deliber- 
ately perpetrated a thousand and provoked ten 
thousand by their unwarrantable interference with 
human rights and human liberties. 

Our own government, “the best that the world 
has ever seen,” is no exception to this rule. The 
gigantic monopolies under which we groan—chief 
of which is the monopoly of land—are but so many 
stupendous but legal robberies of the people, in- 
stituted and sustained by the strong arm of govern- 
ment, without whose support they could not sub- 
sist a day. Is it any wonder that human and 
thoughtful minds, appalled by the abuses to which 
even the best forms of government are liable, advo- 
cate the abolition of all government by coercion, 
preferring to trust for the maintenance of social or- 
der to that public sentiment that is more powerful 
than Gatling guns to put men and women on their 
good behavior? 

Of all good gifts of heaven to mankind, the most 
precious is the priceless gift of love, and the richest 
in their possibilities of happiness are the two dom- 
inant passions of the human heart on which the 
very existence of the race depends—conjugal and 
parental love. But when the demon of selfishness 
enters the domestic circle what havoc is wrought 
there! Instead of their joy and blessing, children 
become the plague and torment of their parents, 
these in turn the tyrannical oppressors of the chil- 
dren, whose best friends they should be, while men 


Review ot Mr. Putnam’s Essay on Religion. 


The first characteristic to impress the disinter- 
ested reader of this essay is the boldness, the un- 
daunted courage of the writer; the next is his keen 
sensibility: While with stoical fortitude he under- 
takes to “confront reality and make the best of it,” 
hoping “by courage to win something of happiness 
from our dark surroundings,” his heart fails him 
when he contemplates the woes of others, and he 
turns away his eyes- from the spectacle of their 
misery with the despairing cry: “ Oh, the horror 
and fho agony of human life! We cannot, must 
not know it all. It would make one insane.” And 
so it would. ; : 

The third feature.is his heroic devotion to truth. 
“ Better’ be crucified with a fact than rot with 
some splendid lie.” | And fourthly, his mental 
bondage to orthodox habits of thought, instilled 
into him from childhood, is apparent throughout. 
He seems to hav no conception that any but the 
érthodox view can be taken of the affirmativ side of 
this question; and having broken loose from the 
strait-jacket of orthodoxy, and not dreaming, 
evidently, that doctrinal garments can be anything 
else but strait-jackets, he prefers to trust himself 
naked and: defenseless to- the pitiless. elements, ! 
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of Love, the right hand of Beneficence, instedd of a 
Medusa head chilling its horrified worshiper to . 
stone, he must come up out of the narrow vale of 
prejudice and ascend to those sunlit hights where 
the outlook is broader and more comprehensiv. - 
Friend, come up higher. A. Avausra CHAPMAN. 


not do a greater wrong to our brother than to at- 
tempt to impair in any way his God-given freedom, 
tò interfere with his inalienable right to think for 
himself and be himself and no other, and “love 
worketh no ill to his neighbor.” 

Love never coerces; it cannot do so. To attempt 
to win or bestow love by force, to compel its ac- 
ceptance or return, would be to love, as says the 
immortal bard of Avon, “against the nature of love.” 
And yet Freethinkers, while stoutly championing 
liberty of thought and freedom of action, are con- 
stantly railing against the Almighty because He 
does not compel perverse, corrupt, self-willed mor- 
tals to be pure, just, and unselfish against. their in- 
clinations—does not force them to love Him and 
each other in spite of themselvs ! i 

No, Infinit Divine Love, guided by Infinit Wis- 
dom, deals in no such arbitrary way with the 
creatures of His care. With a patience and long- 
suffering passing all human comprehension, He 
permits His children to wander in many and 
devious ways of their own choosing, ever seeking to 
draw them gently and surely to Himself by the 


and women look aghast into each other’s faces in 
search of that happiness that seems to fly faster the 
more eagerly it is pursued, and ask hopelessly if 
marriage is a failure and love but an empty delu- 
sion. 

The pride and boast of the nineteenth century is 
our wonderful civilization. But is it an unmixed 
blessing to all? What is our boasted civilization 
doing for the masses of the people? Is it not add- 
ing to the miseries as well as the happiness of man- 
kind? The difference between the savage and the 
civilized man is that the former has few wants and 
thus few gratifications, while the latter has many. 
But while every additional want may be an added 
source of gratification, every unsatisfied want is but 
an added misery. And is not the tendency of mod- 
ern civilization to concentrate wealth—. e., all the 
means of gratification—in a few hands, leaving the 
toiling masses, by whose labor it was produced, out 
in the cold, privileged, to be sure, to look upon the 
magnificent display and envy its fortunate possess- 
ors, but without any rightful share therein? And 
is not the lot of many a wage-worker, even in this 


International Congress of Freethinkers. 


For the purpose of reminding our friends we 
again state that the Congress will meet at 517 W. 
Madison street, Chicago, on Sunday, October Ist, 
at 10 o’clock a.m., and will continue in session for a 
period of eight days. Learning of the inability of 
our gallant Swedish co-worker, Victor Lennstrand, 
to attend the Congress, we can scarce help express- 
ing our regret; but as the situation in Sweden de- 
mands his presence there, we feel that the work he 
may be able to accomplish will fully compensate us 
for our disappointment. a 

Acting upon the advice of friends, the committee 
has decided to set apart one day during the Con- 
gress to be known as “ Woman’s Day.” - Upon this 


land of freedom and plenty, worse than that of the 
barbarian? ‘What victim of a sweater’s den but 
might envy the naked savage his liberty to roam 
the fields and woods at will, to breathe the pure, 
free air of heaven without paying any man rent for 
the privilege, to satisfy his simple wants by the ex- 
ercise of his simple skill without asking any man’s 
permission to do so, or without being obliged to 
surrender to an employer the greater part of the 
products of his labor for the privilege of retaining 
the rest? Can it be denied that the triumphant 
chariot of modern progress, like the glittering car 
of Juggernaut, is stained with the blood of thou- 
sands of hapless victims crushed beneath its re- 
morseless wheels ? 

Life is generally counted a blessing, but to the 
daily increasing number who. come upon the stage 
of action only to find all of nature’s free gifts pre- 
empted by earlier arrivals, who claim everything as 
theirs by right of primogeniture, refusing to sur- 
render any portion thereof to the later comers 
except on their own terms—to those who find their 
right to existence thus practically denied, and the 
privilege of existence itself only to be secured on 
conditions that make it intolerable; who are doomed 
all their lives to pine of want in the midst of plenty: 
who must ever toil to produce, but can never hope 
to possess; for whom is no justice, no mercy, no 
Power that makes for righteousness, no God to 
whom they can appeal for redress, no hereafter to 
make amends for the cruel wrongs and woes of the 
present—nothing but the hard necessity.of a soul- 
less, mindless, pitiless “evolution,” tending no man 
knows whither—is not the pessimist’s deduction 
inevitable? Are they not justified in believing that 
life itself is the greatest curse and the perpetuation 
‘of the race the one unpardonable crime? Better 
that the race should end at once and the dismal 
farce, the awful tragedy of human life end with it, 
if this be all. 

And what can redeem and save us from this fell 
power of selfishness that makes both marriage and 
religion a dismal failure; life a curse; progress a 
disease, destroying its thousands of victims yearly; 
civilization, with all its splendors, a glittering lie, 
keeping the word of promis to our ear only to 
break it to our hope—turning knowledge to despair 
and thought to madness—what but the divine 
power of heavenly, altruistic Love, which is de- 
scribed in detail in 1 Cor. xiii under the sweet 
name of Charity—the love that “never faileth ?” 
Thank God, as Brother Putnam says, “we do 
hav some human sympathy. There is some 
love here and joy.” And there are encouraging 
signs that this heavenly tide of sympathy and love 
from its inexhaustible Divine Fountain is rising 
ever higher in human hearts, that it will continue 
to deepen and widen till it covers the whole earth, 
sweeping away misery, want, and woe as bad 
dreams are dispelled by the coming of the dawn 
and restoring us our long-lost Eden. 

It is a significant fact that the two Great Com- 
mandments on which Kang all the law and the 
prophets, and which are the life and soul of all 
genuin religion, are inseparable. It is impossible 
to truly love God save by loving our neighbor. 
“He that loveth not his brother whom he hath 
seen, how can he love God whom he hath not 
seen?” asks the Apostle James. On the other 
hand, only as we love God can we know how to 
love our neighbor aright. We may think we love 
our brother when we desire to take charge of him 
“for his good,” to do his thinking for him, to 
be the custodian of his conscience, and to regulate 
all his actions according to our ideas of what is best 
for him. But when the love of God, who is 
essential Truth and Righteousness, takes pos- 
session of our hearts, we see clearly that we could 


varied lessons of experience through which we learn 
to know and realize, as we’could in no other way, 


that Wisdom’s ways alone are ways of pleasantness 


and only her paths are peace. For we must realize 


this truth as rational human beings—not- as au- 


tomatons; so it is better that we should wander 
forty times forty years if need be, in the wilderness 


of our own making that when we do return at last 


to the Shepherd and Bishop of our souls our return 
may be voluntary. Nothing less is compatible 
with the dignity of true manhood; and as we learn 
to realize and revere the sacredness of this divinely 
imparted and divinely respected human freedom we 
shall deal more rationally with each other, and 
bigotry and: intolerance with all their evil brood of 
miseries will cease from among us. 

While Infinit Truth is absolute and unchange- 
able, all human apprehensions of truth must of very 
necessity be relativ and ever-changing, otherwise 
there can be no growth or development. Orthodoxy 
is an attempt to impose upon the necessarily tem- 


‘porary and changing, because imperfect, phases of 


human perception the permanency and immutabil- 
ity that belong only to the Infinit and the Absolute. 
Between the home and the prison—the garment 
and the strait-jacket—the only essential differ- 
ence is the lack of freedom to adapt. Orthodoxy, 
by withholding this freedom of individual adapta- 
tion, changes the ecclesiastical home into a dungeon, 
the doctrinal garment into a strait-jacket. Hvery 
formulation of truth, however crude, will be found 
to adequately fit some minds, while at the same 
time it is too large for others which hav not yet de- 
veloped up to it, and too small again for others still 
who hav already outgrown it. To attempt to set 
a Procrustean limit in matters of belief which all 
must reach but none may surpass, is like seeking 
to confine growing youth or adults in the garments 
of their childhood which, however ample covering. 
for them once, become in time but so many bonds 
and ligatures, hampering motion and arresting de- 
velopment. 

It is worthy of note that no doctrin or formula 
ever becomes orthodox until it has outlived its use- 
fulness and is about to be shelved as a mere cu- 
riosity. Then ecclesiasticism, ever jealous of its 
“vested rights,” likely to be imperiled by change, 
comes to the rescue, sets the stamp of orthodoxy 
upon the about-to-be-discarded formula, preserves it 
in the alcohol of an artificial sanctity, and in the 
sacred name of religion seeks to force upon us the 
worship of dead things. Scientific orthodoxy is as 
bad and bigoted in its essence, and would be as in- 
tolerable in degree if its vested rights were of 
equal extent. But ecclesiasticism, besides wanting 
the earth, claims the power and right to “corner” 
building-lots in the next world. Science owes its 
wonderful. advancement to-day largely to the fact 
that it no longer attempts at any stage to be ortho- 
dox; and religion, gradually but surely following 
its example, is beginning to liv again and become a 
vivifying influence in the development of the race. 

Science and religion ever hav and ever will go 
hand in hand, and their nature and development 
will depend upon whether they are regarded as 
dead things to be embalmed and kept intact, or as 
living principles to be acted out. For science is but 
the revelation of nature or the world without—the 
world of effects, while religion, justly speaking, is 
the science of the world within—the spiritual 
world, which is the world of causes; and to both 
science and religion freedom to grow is essential 
to their very life. 

It has been well said that freedom is the cure for 
most of the ills from-which the world suffers to- 
day, and for freedom Brother Putnam makes a 
valiant fight. But if the Secular Pilgrim would be- 
hold the Truth as the very form and embodiment 


day the ladies in the ranks of Freethought shall 
assume entire control—the only speakers on that 
day being women, who shall discuss topics relating. 
to women and their attitude toward Freethought | 
and the world’s progress in general. We hav 
several lady lecturers on the Freethought platform, 
and an interesting and instructiv day is assured to 
all. 

In this relation Susan H. Wixon, the esteemed 
editor of the ‘Children’s Corner,” has promised . 
her assistance and support, and writes me that 
upon that day she will be present and giv an ad- 
dress upon the subject of “The Progress of 
Woman for Four Centuries.” This is an interest- 
ing theme and one which every woman in our land, 
inside or outside the pale of chuych creeds, 
should gather and listen to. Lillie, D. White, of. 
Topeka, Kan., who during the incarceration of 
Moses Harmon assumed the cares and responsi- 
bilities of the editor of Lucifer, and.who is now 
assistant editor of the New Hra, a reform journal, . 
has also written me approving “ Woman’s Day ” 
and wishes to be assigned as an orator on that day. 
and will speak.upon the subject of “The Emanci- 
pation of Woman.” These, together with Mrs. M. 
A. Freeman, Dr. Juliet H. Severance, and. others, 
will tend to make this day an interesting feature of 
the Congress. I hav also written inviting Voltairine 
de Cleyre, Mrs. Krekel, and Katie Kehm-Smith. 
These will form a splendid galaxy of Liberal 
thinkers among women and they will be able to 
show what women can do if they are given an. 
opportunity. The committee hopes by the aid of 
« Woman’s Day ” to interest the women of our land . 
in our work and to secure their services, their 
talents, and their enthusiasm in the great service 
of humanity as against Christianity. We want all 
women to see that their services are appreciated, 
and that we, as Freethinkers, believe in the equality. 
of sex. “ Woman’s Day” ought to be made a suc-. 
cess. We hav plenty of material, and now, how 
many women hay we who will help us in this direc- 
tion? How many women will send us a subscrip- 
tion to assist us and help us to make “ Woman’s 
Day” the success we desire that it should be? 

G. W. Foote, of England, has written me that. 
he and Charles Watts will both be present, and will 
represent the National Secular Society at the Con- 
gress. x 

These, together with our own lecturers, will 
afford a rare treat, and every Freethinker should 
take the advantage this occasion offers, for such an 
opportunity may not occur again for years. The 
annual Congresses of the Freethought Federation 
and the American Secular Union will be held in 
conjunction with this Congress, and the-members 
and friends of both organizations should certainly 
be present and giv them their support and encour- 
agement. A 

The premiums offered to those subscribing 
toward the Congress are still good, and will be 
given to all irrespectiv of the society to which they 
subscribe. For $25 you can be made a fice- | 
president of the Congress, your name will be pub- 
lished in the souvenir copy of the proceedings as. 
such and thereby handed in that capacity to future: 
generations. ‘ 

Anyone subscribing $5 or more, but less than: 
$25, shall receive Mr. Putnam’s book, “ Four Hun- 
dred Years of Freethought,” as a special copy con- ; 
taining the souvenir copy ofthe proceedings. And 
anyone sending us $1 or more, but less than $5, - 
shall receive the Federation button mentioned in 
our previous letters. These are in course of prep- 
aration, and when ready shall be distributed to- 
subscribers. 

Friends, once more we ask you to help us, we ask: 
you to assist in the promulgation of mental liberty.. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, JULY 22, 1898. 
nd 


The object of this Congress is universal in charac- 
ter, Such a gathering is but one of many we hope 
to see inaugurated within the United States. Free- 
thinkers, bestir yourselvs, make this Congress. your 
own, this work your own. Arm yourselvs with the 
magic weapons of truth, and reason and victory 
shall soon embrace them. 
©  Joun R. CHARLESWORTH, 
Sec. of Committee of Arrangements. 


The following donations hav been received by the 
Federation since my last letter: 


Manhattan Liberal Club, New York city............. 
R. H. Bliss, aaa T A e g w 
J. Maxfield, Boonton, N.J.......ccccscccecccsseeeeseeeene 
apt. Chas. De Rudio, Seventh United States 
ety Fort Riley: aenean atati 00 
E. W. Rodes, Golden Pond, Ky..............:00--0000« 2 00 
Lawrence Hofmer, Grand Rapids, Mich............. 2 00 
Total, sae oa aa . $41 00 


Joun R. CHARLESWORTH, 
Sec. Freethought Federation of America. 
345 W. Randolph st., Chicago, IU. 


A Rejected Manuscript. 
[The following reply to a preacher was offered to the 
Sidney Gazette, but met the usual fate:] 
In last issue of the Gazette “A Reader” accuses 
the local committee of the World’s Fair of forget- 
ting honor and honesty in asking Congress to re- 


verse its action respecting the closing of the gates |. 


on Sunday. Congress had no right to make such 
alaw. The Constitution of the United States says: 
“Congress shall make no law respecting an estab- 
lishment of religion or prohibiting the free exereise 
thereof.” This law establishes the religion of those 
sects that believe the first day of the week is the 
Sabbath, ap. against those who keep holy the 
seventh. ~“ 

The passage of this law was effected by false pre- 
tenses ; the church party sent petitions to Congress 
from all over the Union in favor of Sunday closing. 
The names of millions of persons who had been 
dead from one to fifty years were signed to these 
petitions. Over a million more names were sent in 
from Ohio as favoring Sunday closing than there 
are living men, women, and children in the state. 
The writer has made diligent inquiry for months, 
and has found no one who signed the petition. Was 
it not the church party who “forgot honor and 
honesty” when they committed this monstrous 
fraud? 

‘Not one-fifth of the population of the United 
States are church-members. Is it right, is it just 
that four-fifths should be ruled by a small minority 
merely because they are organized and capable of 
stooping to falsehood and forgery ? 

The Columbian Exposition will contain the high- 
est and latest triumphs of human genius and skill 
in every department of art and industry. It will 
be the grandest educational opportunity of the cent- 
ury, and its effect cannot but be morally elevating. 
It will be an outrage if the gates are closed to the 
working classes on the only day they are released 
from the drudgery of life, yet the churches, forget- 
ting the Golden Rule, are making great efforts to 
shut them out; and the proprietor of every saloon, 
gambling-house, and other place of ill repute in 
Chicago is assisting and wishing them success. 

Thousands of busy men from hundreds of miles 
distant may visit the Fair, if open on Sunday, who 
cannot spare the time if closed on that day, and 
closing or opening may mean financial failure or 
success to the management. l 

It is time a free people were independent of those 
meddlers who would compel all others to follow 
their example. Emory Rosson. 

Sidney, O. - 


$< 
A Historic Document from Inquisition Times. 


[The following historical document I find pub- 
lished in Germania, a paper published in the German 
langaage in the City of Mexico. Germania givs a ver- 
batim translation from the Spanish original as it was 
used in those times, and to some extent maintains the 
longéwinded circumlocutory phraseology, aiso retaining 
the idiom of the old Spanish; while I hav tried to reduce 
the whole tc plain English without changing its meaning 
in the least. s 

The document is part of the yet existing record in the 
City of Mexico, and shows the absolute intolerance of 
those fiends in human shape in charge of a doetrin which 
claimed universal love and charity as its chiefest of all 
virtues.—Sr. Eumo, San Antonio, Tex, July 8, 1893.) 


In the holy name of God we herewith inform the 
S. E. the Inquisitor Lic. Barnabi de la Higuera y 
Amarillas, that Maria Verastegui 22 years old, 
daughter of Don Rodriguez Verastegui a proprietor 
of wines in Zacatecas and who livs here in Capu- 
chinas St. No. 13, has committed the great and 
abominable crime in not attending holy mass for 
two Sandays in succession, but preferred to prome- 


nade instead, the same being scandalous and de- 
rogatory to and against our sacred and holy faith. 
Signed 
José Dzteapo Y Pinson. 

After receiving the foregoing complaint, I caused 
the arrest of the aforesaid Maria Verastegui at two 
o'clock to-day, and had her turned over to the holy 
Inquisition for judgment. 

Mexiko, May 11, 1652. 

Signed, 
Lic BERNALIÉ DE LA HIGUERA Y AMARILLAS. 

Seeing the decision of the Inquisitor, the afore- 
said heretic, Maria Verastegui, was taken to the 
chamber of torture and examined by Dr. Emperau, 
and declared to be a maiden of twenty-two years of 


0 
age, the daughter of Mr. Rodrigo de Verastegui 


and Mrs. Catalina Alzures. 

After having been informed of the complaint 
against her, she declared the same as false and a 
slander against her. 

It was ordered to undress her, but she undressed 
herself weeping and declaring her innocence. 

She was put on the rack, and, crying, declared 
and repeated that she had heard the mass at the 
church of San Fernando. 

After due admonition, the cords and wheels were 
drawn tighter, she screamed terribly, and begged 
for mercy, but at last’confessed that she had not 
heard the mass, because she had to attend to other 
necessary matters, and that this was the truth. 

In accordance the following decree was made: 

Whereas the crime is confessed by the aforesaid 
Dona Maria de Verastegui, maiden, twenty-two 
years old, itis hereby adjudged and decreed that 
the said maiden be led through the streets of this 
city, naked and shorn, riding on a mule, and after 
her crime having been published by the public 
crier she shall be led to the outer court of San 
Hipolito and there at the specified place be burnt 
alive. Her furniture shall be burnt, her chamber 
be strewn with salt, and in the court-yard of her 
house there shall be erected a “stake of disgrace,” 
with the inscription of her crime as a “heretic.” 

This decree ye make final, and order its execu- 
tion. 


[Signed in the City of Mexiko May 17, A.n. 1652. © 


Don Franoisco pz ESTRADA Y Escosepo, 
Lic. D. BARNABI DE LA HIGUERA Y AMARILLAS. 
(Approved) 
Don Qaror DE Leon Oasritto, Secretain. 
This decree was executed May 19, 1652. 


“Four Hundred Years of Freethought.” 


In connection with the World’s Fair and Inter- 
national Freethought Congress no subject can be 
more interesting than the progress of Freethought 
since the landing of Columbus on these shores. 
The most brilliant and alluring pages of 
human history are open before us. The great- 
est events and the greatest geniuses of the 
world are seen in their relation to the glory of 
to-day.. Only by understanding the progress of 
Freethought for the last four centuries can we 
understand the present time. It is a wonderful 
record, more beautiful than any romance. Every 
Freethinker interested in the advancement of the 
race, and wishing to see the true meaning of civil- 
ization, should read this history. 

I propose to show the progress of Freethought 
for the last four centuries in philosophy, science, 
literature, education, and government. It will be 
a book of permanent value, for it deals with the 
most fruitful portion of history. I shall devote 
my time from now until the meeting of the Inter- 
national Congress to writing this book, and the 
book will conclude with a report of the Con- 
gress itself, in the best manner in which I can do 
it, giving a living picture, I hope, of this great 
gathering; of those who take part in it, the repre- 
sentativs of our cause throughout the world. I 
intend to make this book not only a correct history 
of the last four centuries, but of organized Free- 
thought to-day, and therefore it will be valuable for 
reference. Ido not mean, however, to giv a bare 
abstraction of events, but to clothe them with life 
and color, to show the heart and brain of humanity 
in its eternal struggle for truth and liberty. 

I shall issue a souvenir edition of this book in 
commemoration of the International Congress. I 
propose to make it in every respect a book worthy 
of the cause. It will be elegantly bound. It will 
contain the portraits of over fifty Freethinkers, 
living and dead, who hav adorned the history of 
our work. It will be a gallery of Freethought, as 
well as its written record. It will be something 
worthy to preserve and valuable as a gift to friends, 
illustrating what Freethought has been and is 
to-day. : 

I shall sell this book by subscription, and I 
desire subscriptions from friends at the earliest 
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possible moment. The subscriptions will be for 
the benefit of the International Congress as well as 
for the publication of the book. The names of all 
subscribers will be enrolled in the book along with 
the members and officers of the International 
Congress, whether they attend the Congress 
or not, and in this way in permanent form 
there will be a list of the pioneer. Freethinkers 
of the world. I hope everyone will feel it an 
honor to be on that list, and will hasten to en- 
roll their name. I do not mean to do things cheaply, 
but generously. I want to make this one of the 
best and handsomest books ever published in the 
interests of Freethought. Therefore, I shall make 
the price per copy $5.00. All above the cost of 
publication will be for the benefit of the Free- 
thought International Congress. 

Friends, I ask you to subscribe for this book; 
you will thus help to secure in permanent form the 
history of Freethought in its noblest career; you 
will thus put yourself upon the roll of the pioneers 
of the great cause, and you will at this important 
time aid financially the Congress of the Freethink- 
ers of the World. Address, 

Samus, P. Purnam, 
TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


The Paul Pry of the Air. 
The buzzard soars as proudly as 
An eagle in the air; 
But then the eagle never stoops 
To feast on carrion fare, 


The former is a fitting type 
Of certain folks we know, 

Who hold their heads exceeding high, 
Yet stoop as buzzards low. 


Gettysburg, Pa., Apr. 24, 1898. M. R. S. 


Figures for Liberals. 
The following table is taken from the “ World 
Almanac ” for 1893: 


Whole population of the United States.......... 62,622,250 

Whole number of members of the various re- | 
ligious bodies, unclassified..................06 20,489,697 
42,182,558 


It is taken for granted that the Young Men's 
Christian Association and similar organizations do 
not recruit very largely, if at all, outside of the 
above religious bodies. 

This is a Christian nation—made so by acts of 
Congress and decisions of the United States Supreme 
Court, not by the vote of the people. These figures 
should show that while about one-third of the pop- 
ulation, being religious, has succeeded in securing 
such action on the par’ of an otherwise free coun- 
try, then the remaining two-thirds who peacefully 
rest under the term “unclassified” could, if they 
were organized, secure far broader action and make 
this truly a “land of the free.” 

A union of church and state, which all deplore, 
even the church people when it happens to be the 
state and some other church, already exists, and 
the -‘unclassified” and people of churches other 
than the church controling the state will find, if 
the old thing once gets a-going, a hotter and more 
disagreeable hell right here on earth than they 
ever will off in the sugar-coated ultimately. The 
time to organize is now. There is work to do for 
the “ unclassified.” 


Here Is a Description of Hell. 


As Mr. Benson is-the acknowledged standard 
orthodox writer of Methodism, his description will 
suffice for the Protestant hell. Hear him: God is 
present in hell in his infinit justice and almighty 
wrath as an unfathomable sea of liquid fire where 
the wicked drink in everlasting torture. The pres- 
ence of God in his vengeance scatters darkness and 
woe through the dreary regions of misery. As 
heaven would be no heaven if God did not manifest 
his love, so hell would be no hell if God did not 
display his wrath. It is the presence of God which 
givs virtue efficacy, without which there could be 
no life, no sensibility, no power. God is therefore 
himself present in hell to see the punishment of 
those rebels against his government, that it may 
be adequate to the infinitude of their guilt. His 
fiery indignation kindles as his incensed fury feeds 
the flame of their torments, while his presence and 
operation maintains their being and renders all their 
powers acutely sensible, thus setting the keenest edge 
upon their pain, making it cut most intolerably 
deep. He will exert all his divine attributes to 
make them as wretched as the capacity of their 
being will admit. 

This is his description of hell and of its endless 
duration. But it is all outside of the Bible and not 
taught in it. Such a horrible doctrin is not taught 
in the scripture. But the wages of sin is death— 
not torment after one is dead. Can the dead be 
tormented? No, never. I cannot believe it. + ` 

S. METZLER. 
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Letters of Friends. 


Thicks It the Best Paper. 
Rosuyn, Wasz., June 26, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: Please find inclosed $3 for 
a year’s subscription for the paper I like 
best of all. I never regretted subscribing 
for it yet. I wish you always success. I 
think 8S, P. Putnam takes the cake. I re- 
main, i 
Respectfully yours in Freethought, 
JOSEPH HASHEE. 


For Our Congress. 

Franxuin, Pa., July 3, 1893. 
Mr. Epiror: Here is $10 for benefit 
of the International C:.ngress to meet soon 
in Chicago. And as I cannot be there— 
too old—I suggest they coalesce and fra- 
ternize with all Liberals. I think a good 
test would be—all in favor of the Nine 

Demands of Liberalism. es 

Respectfully, ALEX. CocHRan. 


What He Has for Sunday Reading. 


Cuimax, Minn., June 19, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed you will find one 
year’s subscription to your valuable paper. 
I never skip Samuel Putnam’s ‘‘ News and 
Notes.” When I do not get that for a 
Sunday reading I feel very strange and 
uneasy, as if something was not right. 
May Putnam liv long and enjoy good 
health, and be strong mentally as long as 
he livs. Wishing you success, I am, 
Yours truly, ANDREW STEENERSON. 


Hell Better Than Heaven. 
CuatHam, July 11, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed you will find check 
for $10—$3 for renewal, $3 for Truth Seeker 
Library, $2 to help Brother Heston pict- 
ure out Bible nonsense, and the balance 
to help along the World’s Fair Congress 
at Chicago. Ha! ho! for the World’s Fair; 
the bigots hav gone to the wall. . Hell has 
cooled off considerably since I was a boy. 
Some are now preferring it to the other 
place. Since they hav got it irrigated, 
trees and- grass growing, and the fire 
poked up one side to cook with, it is cer- 
tainly better than wearing the skin all off 
your fingers playing on a harp. 
Respectfully, T. R. BURROWS. 


Thinks the Pictures Deserve Gratitude. 
Snowviize, Va., July 10, 1893. 
Dear Frienps: I hope you hay helped 
Heston. I regret that I cannot do so my- 
self. He is one of the lights of our TRUTH 
Szzxer. Without his pictures it would 
seem bereft of one of its greatest charms 
and at least one-half its effectivness. No 
one can ever forget one of them. Words 
spoken, penned, or printed may pass away 
and be forgotten, but these pictures are 
ineffaceable. We cannot value them too 
highly as workers for Liberalism. Be 
kind and helpful then to one who is doing 
so much for a Cause we all hay so much at 
heart. Hopefully, Aunt ELMINA. 


Were All Towns Like This, Ecclesias- 
ticism Would Fall. 
Nortuporrs, L. I., July 10, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: I hav just forwarded to 
the secretary of the Freethought Federa- 
tion of America a list of names, all from 
this place, corresponding to the following, 
for enrollment as members of the Federa- 
tion; also check for the amount of their 
subscription ($18.25), I would like you to 
publish the list of names and amount sub- 
scribed in your next issue, and send a copy 
to all those who are not already sub- 
scribers so they may know the money has 
bgen forwarded, and perhaps they may be- 
come subscribers for the paper. 
Dexter K, Core. 


Dexter K. Cole....... eee eeceeeeceeee 
Charles W. Call.................cseceeeceeeee 
J. W. ie 
Nelson L. Pidgeon. 
D. A, Arthur.......... 
Joseph Eldridge 
H. F. Valentine 


Christian Williams.....................06 z 
Edward E. Sammis....................0008 


J. K. Budyard........... cc cecceeseeeeeee 5 
John SCott.......-cceeceecccessneeeeeeeeeee . 5 00 
Harvey W. Bishop...............:::0ecee 1 00 
W. K. Benedict............cceeeeeceee eeeeees 
James F. Seymour... oseese eee 0 25 


Seeley Hall: -ssiri insiens eroni en 
Charles Ketcham..................00c000008 ; 
A, Fy Lans hlin. siseses sessi nesesinis 
Ohartes H, Scudder.,..,....0.s.csosseseves 1 00 


Sold Books on Sunday.—Was Attacked 
by a Bigot Newspaper. 
GREENSBURG, PA., Apr. 19, 1893. 

Mr. Epor: On Sunday, April 9th, 
Miss Voltairine de Cleyre delivered a 
lecture in the J eannette Opera House 
under the auspices of the Greensburg 
Progressiv Liberal Union. Subject: 
“What Does Freethought Offer in Place 
of Christianity?” A very fair audience 
was present when Mr. J. G. Sith intro- 
duced the lecturer and the closest atten- 
tion was paid throughout the speech. Àl- 
though the president invited criticism no 
one seemed anxious to avail himself of the 
opportunity and the meeting was closed 
with the recitation of a radical poem 
entitled, ‘The: Gods and the People.” 
The speaker offered a number of books 
and léaflets for sale after the lecture, 
which offer was taken advantage of by 
many persons notwithstanding the pres- 
ence of a constable, policeman, and justice 
of the peace, who seemed to be rather 
dazed at the open Violation of the Sunday 
law prohibiting sales, An idea of arrest- 
ing her floated about in a nebulous con- 
dition, but it did not take form and shape, 
expending itself rather in explosiv indig- 
nation the following day in the Jeannette 
Star. With customary disregard for 
truth where Freethought is concerned, the 
reporter misrepresented the lecturer 
freely—all, we suppose, for the glory of 
God, Through the courtesy of the editor 
of the Jeannette Dispatch, however, Miss 
de Cleyre was permitted to insert a cor- 
rection and challenge to the Star to 
debate. No reply has been forthcoming 
up to date. 

With best wishes for the good cause of 
Freethought, I am, Yours truly, 

J. P. Leasure, Secretary. 


A Favorer of Altgeld. 


Cuicaao, Iur., July 8, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: Inclosed herewith is a copy 
of the resolutions dratted by your cor- 
respondent and passed recently by the 
Chicago Question Club in defense of Gov- 
ernor Altgeld’s pardon of thé so-called 
Anarchists. They were published in the 
leading Chicago papers—the Herald and 
Inter-Ocean—of July 8d. After several 
hours’ debate thereon, the Chicago Single 
Tax Club last night rejected the same reso- 
lutions on the ground, that while none of 
its members individually objected to any- 
thing in the resolutions, yet the public 
might construe their adoption as an in- 
dorsement of Anarchy, and thus injure 
the club’s reputation. 

D. WEBSTER Grog. 

Wuaerzas, Anarchy (as commonly under- 
stood) is as infamous when practiced by 
officers as by private citizens; and, 

Wuerzas, The records show that police 
captains, bailifis, and judges anarchistically 
violated established precedent and justice 
in imprisoning those men Governor Alt- 
geld recently released; and, 

Wauerras, For lack of argument, Gov- 
ernor Altgeld’s critics substitute abuse and 
epithet, and appeal to the anarchy of angry 
opinion in 1886; and, 

WHEREAS, The men now pardoned were 
convicted on the ground that their words 
incited the deed, even though it was never 
shown who threw the bomb or how their 
words influenced the throwing, or whether 
the thrower ever heard or read their words; 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That were the senseless clamor 
against Governor Altgeld to culminate in 
his assassination by some unknown crank 
each of his clamorous critics would stand 
convicted out of hisown mouth of com- 
plicity in the act and as deserving of im- 
prisonment and death as were the An- 
archists; and be it further 

Resolved, That it is extremely signifi- 
cant that his critics object more to the ir- 
refutable and damaging facts he exposes 
than to his act of granting the grudged 
pardon; and be it further 

Resolved, That, instead of ambiguous 
generalities, his critics should specifically 
point out some errors in his statements or 
themselvs stand convicted of unfairness 
and slander; and be it further 

Resolved, That in braving this inevit- 
able torrent of hotheaded abuse for the 


sake of doing justice Governor Altgeld 


merits the hearty support of all fearless 
champions of justice, truth, and liberty 
and all who place principle above expedi- 
ency. 


A Recreant Freethinker Reproached. 
WHITEHALL, Wis., June 23, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: Herewith I send you sixty 
cents, for which please send me ‘‘ Men, 
Women, and Gods,” by Helen Gardener, 


This is the second order I hav sent you for 
this book; the first one found a place 
where needed most. - ? 

I would like to tell the readers of your 
valuable paper about the funniest sort of a 
Freethinker I ever heard of. He is an 
acquaintance of mine, and the other day 
he came into my office for a chat. After 
we had been looking over some of the 
books and pamphlets that I received from 
your office, as also a few copies of THE 
TRUTH SEEKER, all pleasing him im- 
mensely, when he was about to depart I 
thought I would put the question to him 
straight—that I had heard it stated as a 
fact that he had joined the Presbyterian 
church. Now, to fully: appreciate his 
reply I must state that he is an outspoken 
Infidel, and never misses a chance to giva 
Catholic a sharp dig in the ribs. ‘‘ Oh, I 
will tell you,” says be, *‘how that story 
came about. You see the preacher asked 
me to accept the office of trustee of his 
chirch, and I told him that if it would 
help him any he might put my name down 
as he desired.” Just think of it, friends, 
an Infidel joining the church just to help 
them along! Do you think our worthy 
Putnam would hav given him that kind of 
areply? I don’t exactly understand him, 
and that is what appears so funny to me. 
Iknow he has not met with a change of 
heart. It must be he yearns for better 
company than we poor Infidels can afford 
him. I think, too, he still yearns for the 
fleshpots of old. .We must surely be a 
devilish poor lot if they can entertain him 
better than we. On the other hand, what 
in the name of goodness do they want of 
an Infidel trustee? Does it not seem as 
though they were getting hard up for ma- 
terial to make their officers out of to be 
obliged to come over into the enemy’s 
camp and take one of our best (no, I will 
not say best, for the-best would not stoop 
to such a thing), one of our most outspoken 
Infidels ang take him under their wing 
and dub him trustee? Perhaps he does 
not realize or care what his friends will 
think of him when they find out what he 
has done. It will not be necessary to 
mention his name, for a majority of your 
readers would not know him, bnt those of 
his friends who read this will readily 
recognize him when I say the church is lo- 
cated at Blair, Wis.; and. for fear he 
should not borrow my copy of this paper 
(should you deem this worthy of print), I 
inclose ten cents for you to mail a copy 
to Henry Olson, Grand Rapids, Wis., so 
he can borrow a copy and learn what, at 
least, one old Infidel thinks of him. 

Yours very truly, Cumas. A. ECKER. 


A Divine’s Foolish Notions. 
` TRINIDAD, Cor., July 15, 1893. 

Mr. Enrror: Some time ago I wrote you 
I would send you a letter I received in the 
year 1889 from a reverend gentleman and 
a Presbyterian. This reverend informed 
us of the sad news of Mother Berleth’s 
death, and said in his letter that we, all 
ought to bow before God. and thank God 
that he had relieved her from her suffer- 
ings. I answered him in this way, that I 
did not think we need thank God for any- 
thing in regard to her case, as her case 
was Continual suffering for more than 
three years. It took Goda long time to 
make up his mind to relieve her, one of 
his. followers for years. You can infer 
about all I said in my answer to him from 
this one I send you of his. Please giv it 


‘space in your valuable paper if you can 


spare the space of such a lengthy epistle. 
I want all the readers of Tue TRUTH 
SEEKER to read this godly letter from an 
intelligent divine. Adam was the young- 
est child, and had gone for some of the 
other members of the family. Mary was 
not alone. I do not see that Mary should 
be obeyed in this case, as there were other 
members of the family that had to be con- 
sidered also. One might infer from the 
reverend’s letter that Adam ‘had gone out 
on a pleasure trip for the night. When 
you hav it printed send the reverend a 
copy, if you deem it proper. 
Yours for Truth and Liberty, 
Mrs, C. A. BERLETEH. 
GALVESTON, July 31, 1889, 

Mrs. C. A. BERLETH, Dear Friend: I 
had promised in my last letter that I 
would write again in a few days, but cir- 
cumstances would not permit me to fulfill 
this promis until now, and I beg your par- 


don-for letting you wait thus long. The 
expression in your letter that you hav lost 
faith in the supposed divine power, be- 
cause you could not hav your will, was 
really a surprise to me froma professed 
Christian and intelligent lady. You for- 
get, my friend, that while the Lord’s hand 
is so heavy upon you he is afflicting you 
not through his anger, but because he loves 
you and wills your everlasting salvation, 
for whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth. 
You say the Lord has not answered your 
prayers. You are wrong in this, my 
friend. Isay the Lord has answered your 
prayers, but not according to your wish 
and desire, but according to his own will, 
and his will is always the best. Why he 
has not answered your prayers according 
to your will isa mystery to you now, but 
you will understand it after a while, and if 
not here in this life you will understand it 
in the world to come, and you will bless 
the Lord for it. Goa in his wisdom and 
omuiscience sees farther than you do, and 
knows what would hav become of you and 
yours if he had answered your prayers ac- 
cording to your own will; so he has done 
according to his own foreknowledge for 
your own good and the good of your 
family. I suppose you would act the same 
with regard to your own son, according to 
your own will, as you would see best, and 
not according to the will of your son. 

My dear friend, you say God is not mer- 
eatin the least; but I say he is too 
merciful, else he would long ago hav sent 
us to eternal destruction on account of our 
sins, And who could dispute his right to: 
as our maker and as our father? I often 
think of this and wonder why God has 
spared me thus long. That God laid his 
hand of affliction so long on Mother Ber- 
leth is a mystery, and that Adam broke 
his leg just at the time while his mother 
was dying is also a mystery, but to- 
a thoughtful mind it is clear, and shows 
the goodness of God. In the first piace, 
Adam had no right whatever to leave 
Mary alone with mother while she was dy- 
ing, but he followed his own@will and in- 
clination, would not listen to Mary, and 
so he had to bear the consequences, which 
though very sad may turn out to be for 
his good. You may say that God might 
and could hav prevented this accident, but 
why did Adam not mind? Why did he not 
stay with his dying mother? That mest 
surely was not God’s wiil, that he should 
leave his mother in such a time. God 
cculd hav prevented him from breaking 
his leg, and I suppose he would if Adam 
had made use of the means by giving the 
signal to the driver. From this you see, 
my friend, we hav to look at the thing on 
both sides, and not blame God for it. 
Adam broke his leg not because it was so 
ordered in the wisdom of God, but be- 
cause of his disobedience. With regard to 
your dear son, I sympathize with you, and 
if it is God’s will that he shall get his eye- 
sight again he will surely get it, for he is 
able to giv sight to the blind. But if it is 
not his will, you must think that the Lord 
knows best what is good for him, and you 
as the mother hav to submit patiently to 
the will of th» Lord, saying, ‘‘Thy will 
be done, O Lord.” There is even happi- 
ness in suffering and in tribulation if we 
only know how to act and how to bear it, 
for the Lord lays the burden upon us but 
he helps to bear it, too. 

In conclusion, I would assure you that 
you did not hurt my feelings with the ex- 
pressions you made in your letter. But I 
feel sorry, very sorry; and therefore be- 
seech you for Christ’s sake, and for your 
own soul’s sake, and for the sake of your 
hugband and son, to return again to the 
old and only standard of faith in God and 
Jesus Christ, our dear savior. Lean on 
the strong arm of God, pour all your 
troubles out in prayer before him, pray 
for strength and faith in his almighty 
power and that he is willing and able to 
save you. Trust in him and in him only, 
and depend on his grace and mercy. 
Wrestle like Jacob in prayer. Pour out- 
your whole heart before him, and drink 
out of the fullness of his love, and be a 
mother in Israel. - 

Adam is doing well so far, and is trying 
to walk on crutches now and then. Mary 
still carries the burden—poor Mary! 

With kind regards to you all, Iam your 
sympathizing friend, 

Henry P. Youna, 


Obituary. 
Lone Rocg, July 8, 18983. 

Mr. Eprror: Jt becomes my solemn 
duty toinform youof the royal death of 
his satanic majesty the devil. He was 
brought to the end of his jolly career by 
one Methodist skylark by the name of 
Rollins, a born-again poker sharp. “He 
gave us more lies about Ingersoll and sa- 
loon slang than Bible. Probably he was 
afraid to dip into it very deep for fear of 
Comstock. He shamelessly bragged in the 
pulpit the last night of his burning, pick- 
pocket sojourn in this vicinity that he had 
retailed, curtailed, detailed, dehorned, 
and dehoofed the devil. The coroner 
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brought in a verdict of death by those 
wounds. While all in the front of the 
house were bellowing Amen! Hallelujah! 
Glory to, Gawd! ete., I heard a still, small 
voice in the rear saying: ‘Skin him, sir, 
and wear his hide; it would fit you like a 
glove.” This is the second choker gentle- 
man we hav had in here that has had a 
personal combat with the adult rawhide- 
and-bloody-bones. The second men- 
tioned that he was walking along one day 
meditating, when he heard something be- 
hind him go Zip! zip! and he turned 
and it was the devil. He told bim in 
thunder tones to get behind him, Satan, 
and although he was already there he did 
it in a trice; and consequently he had not 
sinned a sin for fifteen years by the watch. 
By the wav, he had a sawmill in here, and 
he left us so suddenty that he owed nearly 
every honest, hard-working man in here, 
besides $400 to his engineer. But then he 
may not be to blame for not paying them, 
for he may hay gone up like Enoch and 
only had time to sell the mill, which he 
did.. One day he preached here; it was 
very warm, and he walked. He said he 
got so hot tbat the sweat just streamed 
down his back. He said he just rolled his 
eyes up into space and asked God to bring 
a cloud over the sun, and he did it as 
quick. Then his back cooled down, and 
he came tripping on down to church as 
nice as a fawn. Ithink if there isn’ta 
lake or pond of some kind to put liars in it 
is a great mistake in the creation. What 
do you think? 

I wish you would tell my dear friend, 
Mrs. Mattie P. Krekel, that I hav heard 
from that little, narrow, contracted, pusil- 
lanimous cannibal preacher at Prinesville, 
that wanted to cut her tongue out for a 
fry. The last news of him was that he had 
stolen some goods and had to go away Re- 
beka, ‘skip out. I feel ‘‘ kinder solemn 
like ” as the funeral goes by of God’s right- 
hand bower (preachers’ slang), and I say 
peace to his ashes, while meditating on the 
past and thinking of some of the little 
kindnesses he has done the human family. 
In the first place, it was he that taught 
them to know whether they had a shirt on 
or not, and that in itself is considerable I 
expect he was thinking of Comstock; but 
whether he was or not, Comstock has 

- come all the same, and, it seems, to stay. 
Like every other curse, they stick closer 
than a brother. 

`I feel lonely to-day, and would like for 
some.of my brothers or sisters to rise and 
say something sensible and cheering, for I 
am tired, to death of twaddle. Seeing 
nearly all of my old neighbors and friends 
going into the embrace of the old dragon 
with seven heads and ten horns is very de- 
pressing, to say the least of it. And while 
they say I should be rejoicing over the 
death of the devil with them, I keep think- 
ing of more serious things, and say, ‘‘ Be- 
hold, a greater than he is here.” 

I was told I would be alone and would 
be compelled to come in. Time will tell. 
Is it not time for us to awake, and hold up 
the hands of our noble, brave, and self- 

` sacrificing defenders of Liberty and 
Truth, when the enemy is leaning into our 
very door, saying, ‘‘ No custom to any but 
religions merchants, mechanics, and all 
other business the same?” I hav seen 
them pressing them in with all manner of 
dishonest ways, and then Brother Ropé 
Them-In gave them, with his benediction, 
the advice to shun their old associations 
and associates. But I cannot help but for- 
giv them in pity for their ignorance, and 
you can tell dear old Brother Ingersoll 
that while he is hating Presbyterianism I 
will try to do justice to the Methodist and 
Catholic religions, which are only worse 
than others because they are fatter, con- 
sequently more like well-fed horses in the 
morning., 

I can still hear the Lone Rock choir 
singing— 

I am so glad the devil is dead, 
The devil is dead, the devil is dead, 
ete. Mrs A. M. CRAWFORD. 


An Ingersoll University Proposed. 
KEARNEY, NEB., June 17, 1893. 

Me. Eprror: As a reader of Tus TRUTH. 
SuEKER, I hav noticed with pleasure the 
recent letters of two persons, who suggest 
the building of a monument to that grand. 
est of men, Col. Robert G. Ingersoll, while 
he is yet living, that he may see and know 


° 


that the great throbbing heart of human- 

ity appreciates his labors for freedom. 

But I would like to suggest a plan for a 
monument which has long been in my 
mind, and one which I think is an improve- 
ment upon the plans of these persons, and 
itis this: Let the friends of Freethought 
unite and build a great college, and let 
them call it Ingersoll University. Let 
there be secured the very ablest corps of 
teachers that cau be found, and let reason 
and science réign supreme, and banish all 
religious and superstitious teachings. Let 
them build it, not in the cathedral-jeweled 
Cities of the East, where luxury, misery, 
and superstition vie with each other in 
strange commingling, and where so many 
schools already exist, but let them place it 
here in the broad, free West, midway be- 
tween the oceans, where the very atmos- 
phere invites the spirit of progress, and 
where it could be easily reached from all 
sections of the country, and the Western 
people would giv it their whole-souled sup- 
port. The young men and women who 
should receive their training there would 
go out into the world to lead honorable 
and useful lives, and prove to the world 
that a firm moral character can be formed 
and a purely secular education obtained in 
a college conducted without a divinity 
school attachment,chapels, Bible teaching, 
and all those things which our colleges and 
their clergymen professors now insist must 
accompany all secular education, or it is 
worse than useless. This would be a monu- 
ment which would do untold good to com- 
ing generations. It would stop the sneer- 
ing remarks of those who say that Infidel- 
ity has never given to the world any great 
colleges or other institutions. It would be 
a monument which would far surpass any 
shaft of marble, because it would spread 
the principles of Freethought, and thusbe 
a living, breathing testimonial to the great 
character in whose honor it was erected. 
It would bless humanity in so many ways, 
while the marble shaft would stand costly, 
dumb, and cold, to be gazed upon by the 
few who could afford to visit the place 
where it might be situated. Humanity has 
been too much given in the past to this 
old custom of remembering its heroes and 
heroins with marble shafts, which is, I 
think, entirely consistent with the old 
orthodox notions, which hav never blessed 
anyone. But here is au opportunity for 
Freethought to set a common-sense and 
economical example, as well as a mark of 
appreciation, and show that it truly be- 
lieves, with its silver-tongued advocate, in 
doing good here and now, and for our 
children. The Methodist, Baptist, Pres- 
byterian, and all other denominations are 
fillingsthe land with their schools, and the 
inevitable divinity school attachment which 
always goes with them is filling the minds 
of the young people with the old orthodox 
notions which years will not eradicate. 
Freethought should hav a school where 
its young people may go, and not be com- 


| pelled to study and do those things in which 


they do not believe or be ostracised. 
There are millions of Freethinkers in this 
land, and if each one would giv even the 
small sum of $1 (many would giv a thou- 
sand times that), the Ingersoll University 
would be an assured success. Nothing 
would giv Freethaqught such an impetus 
and standing. I would like to hav the 
friends express their views upon it, and if 
the opinions warrant it no time should be 
lost in starting a subscription for it at the 
World’s Fair, next summer, and there is no 
doubt that the money would be forthcom- 
ing. 

This is a cause worthy the great army of 
Freethinkers, and it is a monument worthy 
of that illustrious name, Ingersoll. 

: V. Marcia Gorr. 


Details of a Spiritualistic Seance. 

CORNWALLIS; Ipa., July 4, 1898. 
Mr. Eprror: There has been so much 
excitement in Garfield county, Wash., 
over Spiritualism, originating in a certain 
Mr. Hutchinson’s family, that I deem it 
expedient to tell what I know- of those 
seances. Now, your humble servant was, 
for the motiv of investigation, in constant 
attendance at these meetings for three 
months. I was there when they com- 
menced. The Banner of Light has pub- 
lished written statements from those peo- 
ple, and a more deluded lot of people it 
has never been my lot to meet with before, 


At the beginning the first night’s meeting 
was a failure. The circle was composed of 
four girls, one boy, and two men, myself 
being one of the number. The second 
vight we sat in silence from 8 p.m. until 11 
p.m. before there was any manifestation, 
and then it came in gentle raps like the 
sound of water falling in drops. Excite- 
ment then grew, and of course as the 
seances were held every night the spirit 
(so Called by the poor deluded victims of 
ignorance) became powerful and devel- 
oped fast. In one week-after the opening 
of those seances the medium (which was 
the. boy) could by simply touching the 
table with his hand compel it to stand on 
one leg and balance itself, or walk by 
standing on two legs and shifting al- 
ternately one of its two legs forward, etc. 
Nor was this all. The medium could re- 
Ceive messages from the spirit land by (as 
they said) allowing the spirit to take pos- 
session of his arm and hand. Of conrse 
they were Commands to pray, read the 
Bible, go to church, etc. ‘The spirit 
(which was a holy one) told them that 
they were surrounded by a horde of evil 
spirits. whi-h would do them harm, and 
could only be dispersed by repeating the 
Lord’s prayer. Of course, a code of sig- 
nals was arranged between those compos- 
ing the circle and their holy, supernatural 
visitant, who should giv the alarm when 
the devouts were about to be overpowered 
by his satanic majesty and minions. Of 
course, these signals came very frequently; 
and the way those good people were kept 
repeating their prayers, and commanding 
the eyil ones in the name of the Lord 
Jesus to depart, would hay filled a ra- 
tional observer anticipating a little fun 
with the keenest delight. 

Naturally, as time and the seances were 
dragged forward, the presiding spirit de- 
veloped tremendous power. One nightin 
particular I remember. It seems the devil 
gained power as fast (and naturally enough 
he should, considering the source the 
power was emanating from) as the holy 
spirit, and was equally anxious to demon- 
strate it. So the holy spirit appeared to 
the medium (couldn’t appear to me, you 
understand) and told him to warn all of 
us to be prepared with firearms and be 
ready to do battle with the devil this 
night, as the conflict for good or evil 
would be warmly contested, and at the 
peril of our lives. Of course the family 
were terribly frightened. The father set 
about procuring firearms of all designs 
and patterns. At dark an inventory was 
taken, and the result figured up as fol- 
lows: One shotgun, one of its two barrels 
useless; one magazine Marline rifle, with 
forty rounds of ammunition; two butcher- 
knives; one double-edged dagger. Now 
permit me to say right here that I should 
hay gone away, but being young and full 
of fun, I wanted to see them whip the 
devil. Anyway, one of them came near 
passing in his chips before the saltpeter 
burning was done, a8 you shall see. 
Promptly at 7 r.m. the lamp was turned 
down, and the guiding angel was called up 
to see if the preliminaries were arranged 
all right. He answered in the affizmativ. 
Then the women were placed in the cor- 
ner and the table was drawn in front of 
them; the old man took his stand to the 
left of the table facing the stairway 
(where the devil and his backers, it was 
said, would appear), and armed with the 
lamp and two carving-knives. I came 
next. I was placed on the table and 
armed with the Marline repeating rifle. 
Perry, the, boy medium, came next, and 
was on my right, armed with the shotgun. 
The guns were loaded and primed. Then 
the lamp was turned down, and to Perry 
was left the task of espionage on the devil 
when he should sppear. Soon he screamed, 
‘*There he is! Fire!” Suiting the action 
to the word, he banged away. I began 
pumping lead into that ill-conditioned 
corner by the stairway at a rate that 
threatened to annihilate the devil and the 
house as well, Oh, my, how hot that gun- 
barrel grew! How I longed to drop it and 
seize my handkerchief and brush from 
my eyes the tears waich the luminous 
perdition that was flying from my gun- 
barrel drew there. To tell the truth, the 
devil who was armed and sitting at my 
left hand was the one I felt afraid of. 
Well, this was the rôle, until suddenly 
we were short of ammunition, Then a 


new terror presented itself. What with 
the devil’s power undiminished could he 
not do when we had no lead to fire into 
him? . The good spirit was again called on 
for advice. It said to fight to the last; 
when our guns failed we were to fight with 
knives. So we did, Perry always herald- 
ing the presence of the devil with the cry, 
“There he is!” Never in my life had I 
seen people more terror-stricken. Finally 


“Ibad to lay aside my gun for the dagger, 


before mentioned, and resumed my place. 
Again the light was turned down. Soon 
Perry, with a cry of terror, announced 
his satanic majesty. Now mind you, up 
to this time I had seen nothing super- 
natural. Suddenly, with Perry’s cry of 
‘There heis!” I thought I caught sight of 
the source of all the trouble moving just 
ahead and right in front of me, never 
having noticed the head of the house on 
my left leaving his seat. Now here was 
my chance—whip the devil, carve him all 
up, and I would reap fame undying for- 
ever. Moreover, four girls, if he tri- 
umphed, were in his power. Now for it. 
I took one step forward, followed by a 
vicious lunge, and my knife was buried in 
a very material devil, who cried: ‘*Turn 
up the light, quick! Iam a dead man— 
come to me, wife, I’m dying! I knew it 
would be thus—the devil has killed me. 
Oh, look out for him! Oh, how I wish I 
had lived a Christian man!” His family 
flocked around him, uttering lamentations 
and heaping execrations on the devil. I 
meanwhile had been standing by, a mute 
and paralyzed witness. Now I recovered 
somewhat, and stepping to the wounded 
man’s side began to examin him to find 
the extent of his injuries. ‘‘I’m a dead 
man!” he exclaimed. ‘‘Be quiet,” I said; 
**the devil used rather strong argument, 
You are doubtless hurt, but not fatally. He 
has struck your arm with his spear, I pre- 
sume, You are only hurt in the arm and 
will get along all right.” 
Tying a bandage on his arm, I left the 
house, and never attended another seance. 
Now, gentle reader, what is your opin- 
ion? Here was this family who accepted 
the teachings of the supernatural, which 
existed only in their brains (if they had 
any), in place of common sense, and they 
to-day believe honestly they talked with 
heavenly visitants and fought devils; that 
the devil came near killing one of their 
number. Why, it’s ridiculous, 
I can and will explode and explain 
Spiritualism. For instance, some months 
after the events which transpired and are 
herein explained, I happened one day to 
meet the youngster who acted as medium 
in the foregoing. I inquired how they were 
getting along with the spirits. He told 
me that so much time elapsed since they 
had a circle that the spirits had lost their 
power, and he could hay no manifesta- 
tion from them any more. I invited him 
to my room, where I had an electric bat- 
tery. I had him put his hands on a table 
to call the unearthly visitants, but he 
failed. Next for my experiment. I damp- 
ened the wires of my battery, and per- 
suaded him to take hold. I gave him an 
unmerciful shock, and kept it up until 
pity forced me to desist. Then I caused 
him to once more place his hands on the 
table, when all the maneuvers of rappings, 
table-tippings, and spiritual manifestations 
were gone through to my satisfaction. 
Now here we are. Doesn’t this prove to 
any rational and thinking mind that Spirit- 
ualism is a farce? Doesn’t the experiment 
prove conclusivly what all the spiritual 
manifestations emanate from? A medium 
may be compared to a dry sponge. Dip 
the sponge in dampness or water, and the 
dampness will be absorbed by the sponge, 
for there is nothing init of its own. Just 
so with the medium, for he is like the 
sponge. Possessing nothing in his own 
individual right, he absorbs what elec- 
tricity or- magnetism comes his way from 
the persons sitting with him around the 
table holding the seance, and, of course, 
as he is overcharged with the surplus 
electricity, it is emitted from his finger- 
tips at will. 


Icould go more fully into details to ex- 
plain, but don’t think it necessary, for all 
who are willing to think for themselvs 
will literally scout superstition. If this is 
answered I will be ready with a reply. 

James W, Fosrer, JUN. 
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@hildren’s Corner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wrxon, Fail 
River, Mass., to whom all Communica- 
tions for this Corner should be sent. 


“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day’s occupations 
That fs known as the Children’s Hour.” 


The Robin’s Complaint. 


I remember once a robin, 
Whose breast was very red; 
Close within a cage they kept him, 
And this is what he said: 


“ Par off in a distant greenwood, 
My brother’s flying free; 
And I know he’s very lonely 
While flying without me. 


“True, my cage is gaily painted, 
And bright as it can be; 
Yet, oh, how I miss the sunlight 
That dances on the lea. 


Pa 
“ I cannot behold the morning 
Climb up behind the hill, . 
Nor the silver moon a-shining 
Through tree-tops, calm and still. 


“ I am pining for the woodland, 
For fronded fern and flowers, 
For the daisies and the grasses, 
Aglow with summer showers. 


“ O my mistress dear, hav pity 
On robin in his cage; 
If you’l! free me, I will love you 


Till I am white with age.” 
8. H. W. 


A Fish Story. 


It was vacation. The weather was hot 
and sultry during the day, but cool and 
comfortable after sundown. Camp life 
was glorious. Some new sport was always 
presenting itself, and for me there was a 
perfect round of novelties. The night 
was magnificent. There was no moon, 
but there was notacloud and not a breeze. 
Quiet reigned supreme, save for an occa- 
sional noise from the forest; noises which 
were hard to place and which formed ex- 
cellent food for the imagination. ; 

My companion, who was an old camper, 
was collecting the necessary traps prepara- 
tory to a midnight fishing excursion. 
When all was ready we pushed off silently 
‘and rowed up the stream, gently plowing 
the dark, still waters. Then the sport be- 
gan. I was successful from the start, 
and pulled in the shining beauties at a 

“rate that surprised my companion. And 
then my luck changed. For an hour I 
got never a bite. It was exasperating. I 
fumed and boiled, all to no purpose, and 
then I became thoughtful. 

I reviewed the sufferings, the dying 
agonies, of fishes that I had lured from 
their quiet, peaceful home beneath the 
rippling wave. I thought, ‘‘ Supposing 
some ethereal monster let down among 
a crowd of gold-hunting men a treas- 
ure which concealed a vicious hook. 
And when the greedy men had seized the 
prize, the hook tore into their tender 
flesh, tore open the cells where flowed 
their life-blood, and then the monster 
jerked them high in air; up, up, to where 
the atmosphere was too rare to support 
human life; and then rudely tore the hook 
from their quivering flesh and cast them 
aside to die.” 

I was blaming my own thoughtless 
cruelty and the thoughtless cruelty of all 
the world. Supposing I were a fish! At 
the thought a feeling of litheness and 
grace took possession of me. I felt hap- 
pily contented and ‘‘at home.” And yes, 
surely it must be, I was in the water. And 
now I was gliding here and there among 
the rocks and shallows. It was delight- 
fully cool and quiet. And now some fish 
came swimming by, gamboling and play- 
ing like a lot of rollicking kittens. I began 
to play and gambol with them, and surely 
I was one of them. It was explained: I 
was a fish! I congratulated myself on the 
transformation. _ What a wild, glorious 
life; free from care and worry, free from 
all the ups and downs of human life! ` 

But suddenly I became hungry and be- 
gan to look about for something to eat. As 
I became more hungry my t ste grew less 
fastidious. I became ready to eat any- 
thing digestible. Finally I espied a worm 
floating in the water. Worms had always 
been more or less repulsiv to me, but I 
realized my changed condition and re- 
alized that I was hungry. I made a dash 
for the worm. I had him now—but how 


suffered! 


he hurt! And now I felt myself jerked 
upward. An iron was entering and tear- 
ing my flesh. Iwas out of the water. I 
was grasped by the rude hand of my camp 
companion, the iron was torn from my 
mouth, and I was carelessly thrown among 
other writhing inhabitants of the water. 
I felt that I was suffocating. Oh, how I 
T felt ready to burst. I gasped, 
I struggled, and then all was dark. Then 
I heard my companion’s voice: ‘Say, 
Mack, I’m leaving you way behind. I’m 


| having great luck and such beauties, too!” 


WALTER W. CLARK. 
Worcester, Mass. 


Notice. 


The editor ot the Corner is receiving 
many letters of inquiry regarding accom- 
modations at the World’s Fair. She can 
not answer all these inquiries without 
taking too much time, and she takes this 
method to say that the Santa Maria ought 
to be reliable, as its proprietor, Mr. Good- 
win, is a Liberal. This hotel is close to 
the, Fair grounds. Another hotel kept by 
a broad-minded man and well recom- 
mended is the Louisiana, located at 
Seventy-first street and Siepp avenue, 
only two blocks away from the Fair 
grounds. Everything first-class and mod- 
erate prices. Address ©. A. Power, 
agent, for terms. if everything is as 
advertised, which there is no reason to 
doubt, visitors will find good accommoda- 
tions at this commodious hotel. 

a eet ee eee ee 


Correspondence. 


WESTMINSTER, CAL., June 19, 1893. 
Drar Miss Wrxon: This is my first 
letter to the Children’s Corner. Mamma 
takes TuE TRUTH SEEKER, and we all like 
it very much. We hav taken Toe TRUTH 
SEEKER for ten years, We hav lived in 
California for five years. We came here 
on the account of papa’s health. He died 
two years ago. Iam tenyearsold. I hav 
been going to school. It stopped on May 
4th. We liv five miles from the Pacific 
coast. We go there quite often. I spend 
my day bat ing and playing and gather- 
ing shells. There are not many Free- 
thinkers around here. I will close for 
fear of my letter being too long. Ire- 

main your little friend and Freethinker, 

Linum B. GALLOP. 
[A good letter for the first. May it not 


be the last.—Ep. ©. C.] 


Worcester, Mass., June 14, 1893. 

Dear Miss Wrxon: Some time has passed 
since my last letter, but I take this oppor- 
tunity, on the first day of vacation, to 
write and inclose one of my latest lucubra- 
tions. 

We hav had a number of liberal® lect- 
ures here this winter and hav brought 
out good audiences. This fall we intend 
to go into the work in earnest, and hav a 
lecture every Sunday evening. 

The Congress and registration schemes 
are first-class, and should be pushed. The 
future liberty of the country depends much 
on the young Liberals, and in union there 
is strength. We should know each other 
and exchange ideas. I will correspond 
with a few of the Cornerites. 

Yours for Freethought, 
Warrer W. CLARK. 

P. S.—My address is 45 Park street. 

[Walter is among our best friends and 
correspondents. It is always a pleasure to 


hear from him.—Ep. C. C.] 


FROM A WEAVER, AND A PROMISING YOUNG 
MAN. - 


New Market, N. H., June 24, 1893. 

Dzar Friznp: I thought after receiving 
so much kindness from your hands I 
would write and let you know how I am 
getting along. I arrived in this place 
about 3 p.m. the next day after I left your 
house. There was a big crowd of weavers 
—twenty-six altogether. There was a 
half-barrel of beer in the place where I 
lived. The first pay they got they all put 
in for it. Iwas called a ‘‘scab’” when -I 
said I would not putin for it with them; 
so I left the house and am now living in a 
private boarding-house. I earn about $9 
or $10 a week on six looms of big sheeting 
goods; it is as fine as silk. I pay $3 for 
board. I will get a new suit of clothes 
this week if notbing happens. I am going 
to save up for father and sister after that. 

This is a nice jolly town after you get 
known to the people and they see you are 
trying to get along. 

‘When my badge comes I will make my 
first appearance with the temperance 
‘society here, which I joined last week. 
We expect to parade in Exeter Fourth of 
J aly with the college students there. 

hey found out I knew Lizzie Borden 
in Fall River, so I had to tell all I knew 
about her. There is a man out here who 


hasa piece of the rope which hanged Frank 
Almy. He is going to giv me a small 
piece of it for a relic of that crime. He 
was saying he was going to havit mounted 
in silver and gold. I will save a piece of 
the rope for a relic for you if you want it. 

I will hav to go through Boston on my 
way home. I will call in the society’s 
office if you say so. I don’t expect to go 
home until Labor Day, or maybe the 
week before. 

T like this place better-than Fall River 
now. Iam in bed almost every night at 9 
o'clock or 8:30, up at 4:30 in the morning, 
and am in the best of health. I hav 
stopped using tobacco ard don’t smoke. 

Excuse me for writing with lead pencil, 
as it is raining outside very hard and it is 
a good way ta,the store for ink. I had 
some, but not enough to write a letter 
with. . 

Hoping to find you in good health, I 
remain, Yours truly, 
James H. MEEHAN. 


: Atonison, KAN., June 4, 1893. 

Miss Susan Wixon, Hsteemed Friend: 
Nothing affords me more pleasure than to 
spend my leisure moments in a chat with 
you and the readers of our interesting and 
attractiv little Corner in the grand old 
TRUTH SEEKER. It has been a long time 
since I hay had this blessed opportunity 
owing to pressing duties that hav devolved 
upon me in the routine of my newspaper’s 
work. 

This is one of* the dreariest Sundays I 
hav ever experienced in Kansas. A terri- 
‘ble rain and wind storm visited this sec- 
tion last night, and it has not yet abated. 
The rain has descended in torrents all 
day, and the streets look more like rivers 
than public thoroughfares. - 

I intended to spend to-day at Sugar 
lake with a party of friends, but could not 
go on account of the inclement weather. I 
am well enough satisfied, however, for it 
has afforded me an opportunity of chatting 
with my Corner friends once more. Sugar 


lake, by the way, is a beautiful little sheet |. 


of water opposit Atchison on the Missouri 
side of the river. Itisa great pleasure 
resort, and a Brest many, pennie visit the 
place and indulge in fishing, boat-riding, 
and picnicking. 

I suppose Miss Wixon and a great many 
of the Cornerites will visit the World’s 
Fair. Iam thinking of visiting the Fair 
‘before it closes, and if I do I hope to meet 
a great many of my Troeihonght friends. 
Mr. Putnam’s letters on the Fair are very 
interesting. I notice he makes mention of 
the Kansas exhibit in his last letter. 

We hav a goodly number of radical 
Freethinkers in Atchison and vicinity. $. 
C. Moxey is one of the number, who is 
not afraid to speak his honest thoughts. 
Mr. Moxcey is a gentleman of more than 
ordinary intelligence, and he is thoroughly 
posted on all subjects pertaining to re- 
ligion. He is a Freethinker of the most 
ultra school, and is willing to help the 
cause in this city. Mr. Moxcey has an in- 
telligent family, all of whom hold te Lib- 
eral views. His son, Thomas A., is a 
promising young lawyer. W.R Idoyd, 
the popular merchant tailor, is an enthusi- 
astic believer in the doctrin of Free- 
thought, and is unswerving in-his advocacy 
of those principles. Capt. J. K. Fisher, 
S. C. King, the banker; Prof. Louis Stap- 
per, the musician; Hou. Joseph McCully, 
H. C. Solomon, the lawyer; and other 
prominent citizens hold to broad, Liberal 
views. A great many of the young men 
hav also thrown off the shackles of super- 
stition and stepped proudly out into the 
bright sunlight of universal mental 
liberty. Conspicuous among these are 
Frank Oliphant, whose young and activ 
mind is always delving into the depths 
of philosophical thought; Ernest Griffin, 
whose reasoning qualities hav caused him 
to reject the religion of myth and miracle, 
and many other bright young men who 
stand in our midst as living examples of 
that divine faith, the religion of humanity. 
Henry Myers and Henry Bender, livirg 
north of town, are both activ. Freethink- 
ers. They are both old readers of THE 
TRUTH SEEKER. Mr. Bender is very aged, 
being one of the oldest settlers of this sec- 
tion. He says he intends to devote his re- 
maining days to Freethought work. He 
carries a copy of Watson Heston’s Bible 
Picture Book everywhere he goes. Mr. 
Myers is one of the prominent farmers of 
this section, and he is an intelligent, well- 
read man. . 

I must conclude my letter, as I hav 
nothing more to write about at present. 

With best wishes to Miss Wixon and the 
friends of the Corner, I remain, 

Fraternally, Guo. J. Remszure. 

{Our scientific friend George has always 
something good to say. We count him a 
bright jewel in the scientific and Free- 
thought world, and prophesy for him a 


distinguished career.—Ep. C. C.] 


CHOLERA, DIPHTHERIA, Dysentery, 
Piles, Quinsy, Catarrh. The Antidote for $1. 
Agents wanted. Dr. G. H. MILLER, 1,441 South 
Twelfth street, Denver, Col. 20628 


Fine Hand-Made Violins. 


Made strictly on scientific principles. Best in 
the World for the Money. Fine Wood, Tools, and 
Trimmings for Violin-Makers. Also Old and 
New Violins Repaired and Regraduated at 
reasen*ble prices. Square dealing. Address 


629 J. COLLINGWOOD, Avery, Ia. 


0/ GUARA ing” Trast 

ing Trust 

O Company is offered at par. Suitable 

: 4 Stor large and small investments. 
4628 


Full information furnished by W. E. 
@Lown, Mulls Building, New York. 


FOR HER DAILY BREAD, 


A Nineteenth Century Novel. 


Preface by R. 6. INGERSOLL. 


For Her Daily Bread is the story of two young 

ls and a younger brother who were left parent- 
fess, with a little money, fair education, and 
much courage, to make their way through the 
world by going to Chicago. The author is also . 
the heroine. The narrative is, in the main, a his- 
tory of a working-girl’s life and experience in the 
city of Chicago among bluff business-men, kind- 
hearted folks, and disreputable hypocrits. It is 
just such a story of human life as we should ex- 
pect Colonel Ingersoll to be interested in; and 
whatever he admires and appreciates is sure to 
bs worth the attention of the rest of the world. 
Price, 25 cents. Address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


SUSAN WIXON’S BOOKS, 


SILL VG, i 
All in a Lifetime. A Liberal Romance. 
12m0, 800 pp., $1. 


Apples of Gold. And Other Stories for 
oys and Girls. 12mo, 383 pp., $1.25. . 


The Story Hour. An Exceptionally Hand- 
some and Interesting Book, Without Supersti- 
tion, for Children and Youth. The Only Free- 
thinkers’ Children’s, Story-book ever issued. 
t j full-page illustrations and 2 smaller; large 
tvpe, heavy, toned paper, broad margins, illus- 
trated covers; 4to, 224 pp., boards, $1. 

Address, THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


The Truth Seeker Library, 


The World’s Sages, Thinkers, and Re- 
formers. The Biographies of three hun- 
dred of the most distinguished teachers and 

` philosophers (who were not Christians), from 
the time of Menu to the present. By D.M. Ben- 
nett. 1,075 pages, 8vo. Cloth, $3; leather, $4; 
morocco, gilt edges, $4.50. 


Supernatural Religion. An inquiry into 
the reality of divine revelation. Decidedly the 
most thorough and exhaustive work on the 
claims of supernaturalism ever written. By F. 
W. Newman, Emeritus Professor of the London 
University. 1,115 pages, 8vo. In cloth, $4; 
leather, $5; morocco, gilt edges, $5.50. 


The Great Works of Thomas Paine. 
Including The Age of Reason, Examination of 
Prophecies, Reply to_Bishop of Llandaff, Let- 
ters to Mr. Erskine, Essay on Dreams, Letter 
to Camille Jordan, The Religion of. Deism 
Common Sense, Thè Crisis, and the Rights of 
Man; the whole preceded by the Life of Paine, 
and a steel-plate portrait. 800 pages, 8vo. 


gloth, $3; leather, $4; morocco, t edges, 
Analysis of Religious Belief. An ex- 


amination of the Creeds, Rites, and Sacred 
writings of the World. By Viscount Amberley, 
son of the late Lord John Russell, twice Pre- 
æior of England. Complete from the London 
edition. 745 pages, 8vo. In cloth, $3. 


The Gods and Religions of Ancient and 
Modern Times. Vol. I gives a full ac- 
count of all the gods the nations of the earth 
have worshiped, including Jehovah, Satan, the 
Holy Ghost, Jesus Christ ingin Mary, and the 
Bible. 835 pages, 8vo. Vol. describes fully 
all religious systems of the world, including 
Judaism, Mohammedanism, and_ Christianity; 
the latter occupying 872 page being fully gone 
into, %9 pages. By D. M. Bennett. rit- 
ten in prison at Albany. In cloth, $8 per vol- 
ume, or $5for the two volumes; in leather, $7; 
in morocco, gilt edges, $8. : 
The foregoing volumes are called “The Truth 

Seeker Library.” If all are ordered together and 

sent by express, one dollar will be deducted from 

the price of each. 


PULPIT, PEW, 
and CRADLE. 


By Helen H. Gardener. 


One of Her Brightest, Wittiest, and 
Strongest Lectures Against 
the Bible. 


Every Woman Should Read It 
and 


Know Her Enemies and Her Friends, 
Price, 10 cents. Address this office. 
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JOHN E. 


-REMSBURG’S 


WORKS. 


Abraham Lincoln: Was He 


A Christian? 


` For fifteen yea s Mr. Remsburg has been collecting material for his work, He presents 


an array of testimony that is irresistible and overwhelming, and which must 
at rest forever. In addition to the testimony of twenty witnesses who claim 


pnt this question 
hat Lincoln was 


a Christian, and which is reviewed and refuted, he adduces the testimony of more than a hun- 


dred witnesses in proof of the claim that Lincoln was not a Christian. 


‘his wife and other relatives; his three law 


} ese witnesses include 
partners; his private secretaries; members of his 


cabinet; his principal biographers, and scores of his most intimate friends. 


False Claims. 


Revised and Enlarged. 


As a Missionary Document it is unexcelled. Among the subjects considered by Mr. 
Remshurg are: The Church and Morality; Criminal Statistics, showing the creeds of the pris~ 


oners in the penitentiaries; the Church and 


Civilization; the Church and Science; the Church 


and Learning; the Church and Liberty; the Church and the Antislavery Reform; the Woman's 


Rights Movement; the Temperance 
singly; 75 cents per dozen. 


Bible Morats. 


eform; the Church and the Republic. 


Price, 10 cents 


Twenty Crimes and Vices Sanctioned by 


Scripture; Falsehood and Deception;- Cheating; Theft and Robbery: Adultery and Prostitu- 


tion; Murder; Wars of Conguest an 
tion; Injustice to Woman; Unkindness to 


Cannibalism: Slavery; Witchcraft; Polygamy; 


rance and Idiocy; Obscenity. Price, singl 


on larger quantities. 


Extermination; Despotism; 
Children; Gruelty to 


tolerance and Persecu- 
Animals; Hnman Sacrifices; 
Intemperance; Poverty and Vagrancy; Igno- 
e copies, 2 cents; 6 copies, $1. Special discount 


Sabbath-Breaking. This is the best and most thorough work 


ever written on the Sabbath from a rational point of view. Large 
question is discussed under the following heads: t 

abbath; the Christian Scriptures and the Sabbath; Exam: 
Testimony of the Christian Fathers; the Sabbat: 
Sabbath; Testimony of Christian Reformers, Scholars, and 
Price, 25 cents; 6 Copies $1. 


Origin of the Christian Sabbath; 
the Middle Ages; the Puritan 


Divines; Abrogation of Sunday Laws. 


and handsome print. The 
f the Sabbatic Idea; the Jewish 
Xamination of Sunday Arguments; 
during 


Origin of 


Image Breaker.~ Six Lectures: 
Decline of Faith: Protestant Intolerance; Washington an Unbeliever; Jefferson an Un- 


believer; Paine and Wesley; Christian Sabbath. Eac. 


Tells the story of the Author-Hero’s Life, 


doz., 40 cents. 
Thomas Paine. 


5 cents; bound, paper, 25 cents; per 


delineates the leading traits of his.character and genius, and vindicates his name from the 
agpersigns cast upon it. Choice extracts from ‘‘Common Sense,” ‘American Crisis,” * Rights 
o 


an,” and * Age of Reason,” are given; also, tributes to Paine’s character from more than 
one hundred noted persons of Europe and America, many of them written ex ressly for this 


work. Second edition, 160 pages, prin 
handsome steel portrait of Paine. Paper, 


The Apostle of Liberty. 


ed on fine tinted pe 
50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


per, neatly bound, and containing a 


“An address delivered in Paine Hall, before the N. E. Freethinkers’s Convention, January 


29, 1884. Price, 10 cents. 
For all the above works address 


i . 


y THE 
Truth Seeker Library. 
Published Monthly at $3 per Year. 
Issues oF 1891.—$3. 


Price. 
Truth Seeker Annual, 1891. .......eeesseo ess... $0 25 
Men, Women, and Gods. Helen H. Gar- 
C Cet) YPETERETTTTETETETETIITETI TEN 50 
The Age of Reason. Thomas Paine. Ilus- 
rated, 00. ese aces eee e ees pesteee see seee coos n 25 
Answer A Christian Questions. D. M. Ben- "i 
paT- EEE TE £ 
Christian Absurdities. John Peck.... 20 
Victor Hugo’s Oration on Voltaire....... 10 
TheCrisis. Thomas Paine. Illustrated 40 
Sabbath Breaking. John E. Remsburg.. 25 
Travels in Faith from Tradition t 
son. Robert O. Adams si 25 
Strike of a Sex. GeorgeN. 25 
My Religious Experience. Samuel 
TAM... 0 s2egeseere, oe sees eg esce cece scares 25 
The Higher Criticism in Theology and Re- 
ligion. T. E. Longshore................ 50 
i Issues oF 1892. —$3. 
Infidel Death-Beds. G. W. Foote.... 25 
Rights ft Man. Thomas Paine. i 
OD P S 
Was Christ Crucified? Austin Bierbower,... 10 
lpit, Pew, and Cradle. Helen H. Gar- ‘6 
ONE iosapisesceliglsstiee’ otierleseeres mer 
Bible Morals. John E. Remsburg. a 25 
Awfnl Disclosnres of Maria Monk. .... 50 
Pocket Theology. Voltaire...... E E 25 
Why Don’t God Kill the Devil? M. Bab- i 
A EE E N 
Liberty in ‘Literatnre. _ Testimonial to 
alt Whitman, with Funeral Address. 
By Col. Robert G. Ingersoll.............. 25 
Six Lectures on Astronomy. Richard A. i 
40 
30 
10 
Issues or 1893. —$3. 
Thomas Paine: Vindicated. Col. Robert 
. Ingerso. 15 
50 
. E: Billings... 25 
Resurrection of Jesus. 40 
Handbook of Freethou S 50 
Religion a Onrse; Religion a Disease; Re- 
_ligionaLie. 8. P. Putnam. . ... æ% 
Design Argument Fallacies. By Editor of 
THE Ruts SEEREB......... 0 eocena 15 
Abraham Lincoln: Was He a Christian? 
John E. Remsburg. ....... 50 


During the year other standard Freethought 
works willbe published and sent to subscribers 
as they appear. | . 

Yearly subscribers at $3 receive all the numbers 
published in one year. In ordering please say 
which year is desired. x 

Single numbers sold at prices quoted. 

THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Latavette Place, New York. 


Pyramid of Gizeh. 


Ancient Egyptian Civilization and Hebrew Nar- 
rative in Genesis and Exodus. 
By Van Buren Denstow, LL.D. Price, 15 cents 


TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 
THE g 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Superstition in AI Ages: 


AY JBAN MBSLIBR, 
A Freech—= 
Catho ies 
Priest,w00 
renounced 
Christiane 
| yand Ex- 
posed the 
Falseness J 
of that Re~|%_ 
gion and 
the object 
of thej 
T Pr est-f 
bosd. Pa- 
ger. 50 
cents? 
loth, $1. 
. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY. 


L. K. Washburn’s Works, 


Sunday and the Sabbath. ‘‘A law regu- 
lating human conduct on the Sabbath is an im- 
pertinence.” Price, 10 cents. 

The False Teaching of the Christian 
Church. ‘‘The Thirty-nine Articles of 


the Christian church are. thirty-nine poor, 
broken-down opinions.” Price, 10 cents. 

The Foolishness of Prayer. ‘Think of 
aminister’s praying God to kill grasshoppers, 
or trying to induce the Deity to underfake a 
crusade of one against the Colorado beetle!” 
Price, 10 cents. 


Followers of Jesus. Price, 10 cents. 

Spiritualism : Is It a Faith or a Fact? 
rice, 5 cents. 

Religious Problems. Price, 10 cents. 

Was Jesns Insane? Price, 10 cents. 


The Public Schools and the Catholic 
Church. Price, 5 cents. 


“INFIDELS AND CHARITY.” 


A Leaflet showing that the oft-repeated Chris- 
i tian statement that Infidels do not contribute 
to nor found charities is a falsehood. Itought to 
be widely circulated to meet the calumny. ‘ice, 
5 cents; 50_cents a dozen. Address THE FRUTH 
BEEKER, 28 Lafayette place, New York. 


ti 


ro 


Ry 


The Agnostic Annual 


Just Out.—25 Cents —Five Copies for $1. 


ə P ats : . 

A Liberal living in Michigan said once that he would give $25 æ 
year to have the Crimes of Preachers recorded, as the frequent lapses 
of virtue of the ministers showed how little value Christianity: 
possesses to make men moral, . 

We have just issued the Fourth Edition of the book doing this 
The additions for this new edition of the 


‘t Crimes of Preachers” 


shows nearly 400 cases of ministerial conduct. While those in pree 
vious editions show that within a few years about 


1300 MENISTERS HAVE BEEN GUILTY 


of one kind or another of criminal conduct. Most of the crimes 
are against women, for the fair sex are at once the weakness and g 
mo strength of the charch—* the chnrch” meaning of course the W 
clerzy. | , BN oe 

ı Notwithstanding the many additional pages, we havo kept the {Qs 
price the same, 25 cents. Send for a copy, and confound the church- S 
mea. Show them just what sort of scamps are the clergy who have 
closed the World’s Fair on Sunday. because it is so holy a day that to look upon machinery or 


THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY. 


REDUCTION IN PRICE OF A GREAT BOOK. 


Address 


With the eighth edition oF 
Winwood Reade's “ Martyre 


‘dom of Man,” the cost of 


Hl production has been tese 
sened so that we can reduce 
\the price from $7.75 to 


$1.00. 


The book has had a phenomenal gale for so heretical a work, second only to Helen Gardener 
“Men, Women, and Gods,” and we give our readers the pecuniary benefit of w The i s 


“MARTYRDOM OF MAN” 


Is a very interestingly pictured synopsis of universal history, showing what the race has undergone 
—its martyrdom—in its rise to its present plane. It shows how War and Religion have been oppres- 
sive factors in man’s struggle for Liberty, and the last chapter, of some 150 pages, describes his 
intellectual struggle from the animal period of the earth to the present, adding an outline of what 
the author conceives would be a religion of reason and love. The chapters ate: 


Egypt, Western Asia, the Persians, the Greeks, the Macedonians, Al dria, 

W A R.i, Carthage and Rome, Roman Africa, the Arabs. iaie Aleandria, bie 
The Natural History of Religion, the Israelites, the Jews, 
RELIGION Character of Jesus, the Christians. Arabia, Mecca, tilarclen oF irotete, 
med, Description of Africa, the Mohammedans in Central Africa. 
LI BERTY Ancient Europe, Invasion of the Germans, the Castle, the Town, the 
e Church, Venice, Arab Spain, the Portuguese, Discoverers, the Slave Trade, 
Abolition in Europe, Abolition in America, Materials of Human History. 

Animal Period of the Earth, Origin of Man, and Early History, 

Summary of Universal History, The Future of the Human Race, 


Religion of Reason and Love. 
Price reduced from $1.75 tc $1.00. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette place, New York. 


WAS aE e 
CHRIST = 
9) BG CRUCIFIED? 


By AUSTIN BIERBOWER. 


A judicial consideration of the question,and the 
decision against the scriptures and the Christian 
tradition. Price, 10 cents. Address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


—FOR- 


T1 8993m 
Edited by CHARLES A. WATTS. 


OONTENTS : 
The Moral Sanction, Leslie Stephen; Reverent 
Agnosticism, Amos Waters; The other Nature: 
oem, Gerald Massey; Dogmatism in Theol- 
ogy, Alfred Momerie; Sermons on the Mount, 
Samuel Laing; The Oity of the Dead, W. Stewart 
Ross (Saladin); On the Dnty of Honesty in Our 
Convictions C.E. Plumptre; Scientific Religion, 
Bithell; The Blight of Superstition, Charles 
Watts; Anthropology and Orthodoxy, Edward 
Olodd; The Disappearance of the Nether World. 
F. J. Gould; Religious Ideas: Their Origin an 
Development, Frederick Millar; Signals with 
Mars: A Poem, G. H. Martin; Materialism and 
Idealism Harmonized, Lucian Armstrong. 
Price, 25 cents. 
Address THE TROTH SERKER. 


Col, A. G Ingersall's 


ARGUMENT 


IN THE 


Reynolds Blasphemy Trial, 


At Morristown, N. J. 

This is the greatest argument ever made in a case 
of this kind, and will be a mode! for the Bar so 
long as the Christians use force to repress free 
speech. Its legal acumen is unsurpassed, its elo- 
quence never equaled. Wherever Christian per- 
gecution is going on this argument should be 
freely circulated, read to the Christians, and ex- 
pounded on every occasion. 

In paper, 25 cents; in cloth, 60 cents. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEFF k, 

92 F.nfaveatte place, New York. 


LITTLE LESSONS FOR 


LITTLE FOLKS. 


By MRS. E. D. SLENKER, 
Boards, S ~ - 


Pre ana Con of 


Supernatural Religion, 


Have We a Supernatural, Inspired, Mirae 
ulone Religion? 
ue SE OTE. Gorea Upega tu secede 


Colonel Kelso’s Works. 


ve un supine 


coconta,| The Bible Analyzed. Cloth, octave. sxi 


; pages, $3. . 
Deity Analyzed. Cloth, 12mo, $1.00 
“he Real Blasphemers. Paper, 12mo. 


288 pages, 0e. i , 
Spiritualism Sustained, loth, 12mm, 
%45 pages: $1. . 


universe Anaiyaet, $1- t 


Roaring Lion on the Track. 


By M. BABCOCE. 


Price, d è . . = 10 cents. 
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Jfew Publications. 


Unless otherwise spectjied, all publica- 
tions noticed here can be had of THE 
TRUTH SEEKER Company, at the *price 
named. 


Reuicion a Curse, RELIGION A DISEASE, 
Reriaion a Liz. By S. P. Putnam. 
This is the strongest and most powerful 

argument ‘against religion that can be 

possibly conceived of. 

How anyone can dispassionately read it, 
and still believe religion ever was, is, or 
can bea blessing, I cannot imagin. 

Every Liberal should own, study, and 
lend the book to all who will read it. 

It not only proves its case, but proves 
it so emphatically, that religion has no leg 
left to stand upon. 

It is strong, poetic, powerful, and pas- 
sionately in earrest. It is Putnam all 
over, and is really the best of all the good 
things he has yet written. : 

Even its scathing denunciations of the 
world’s greatest enemy (religion) you feel 
to be almost too mild to do justice to the 
subject. 

He makes religion so hateful we long to 
crush it into the ground and eliminate it 
from the race, and this one book would do 
it could it but be carefully and universally 
read. ELMA. 

THE NOTICE IRONIOAL. 

Samuel P. Putnam has written a treatis 
to prove that religion is a curse, a disease, 
and a lie. ‘‘It is woe-working,” argues 
the author. ‘It is merely like taking an 
opiate. It weakens, while it cures not the 
ills of life. It is a desperate resort. It 
heals not the wound. It sends the poison 
deeper in. We must confront reality and 
mate the best of it. By courage we can 
win something of happinessfrom our dark 
surroundings. Only, however, by stick- 
ing to th~ truth. If we abandon truth we 
are lost indeed.” All this valuable infor- 
mation is published by the Truth Seeker 
Company.—New York World. 


No BEGINNING; on, Toe FUNDAMENTAL FAL- 
Lacy. A Common-sense Exposure of 
the Error in the Reasoning upon Which 
is Based tbe Belief in a Creation or First 
Cause of Things. By Wm. H. Maple. 
Chicago: Chas. H. Kerr & Co. Cloth, 
pp. 166, price $1. i , 
Our readers know that we think the dis- 

proving of a god a very important thing. 

We think, as they are aware, that while a 

great mass of the people doubt the Chris- 

tian God and Bible, they still believe in a 

od of some kind or other, and thus are 

fisposed to letChristian procedures go on, 
reflecting that the god would better be 
worshiped under such mistaken forms than 
under none at all. While Infidels are 
many, Atheists are few; and only the 
Atheists, as a general rule, make a good 
fight against the church. It may be im- 
agined by our readers, then, with what 
delight we discover in any publication as- 
saults upon the dogma of the existence of 
God which are forcible and effectiv. It 
is with this delight that we examin the 
book, ‘‘No Beginning.” This volume dis- 
cusses the question of a creator with such 
plainness of wording that even the un- 
learned can understand; and approaches 
it from so very many different directions 
that it is one of the most comprehensiv and 
conclusiv works on the subject that we re- 
member seeing. 

Before the author takes hold of his main 
point, he clears the way by disposing of a 
number of subordinate matters. All of 
these he handles very wisely. We can giv 
an idea of them by transcribing the titles 
of the first four chapters, as follows: 

I. Character of the Work—Somewhat 
Personal—The Faith of the Skeptic—No 
Unknowable—Being Needs no Apology— 
Source of Knowledge-—-Need of Tolera- 
tion— Other Thoughts. 

II. Reason Leads to Truth—Conscious- 
ness Not a Truth-determining Faculty— 
To Know isa Property of Man’s Organ- 
ism—Nature Givs no Reason for Her 
Actions. 

III. Definition of Truth—The Crown- 
ing Glory of Man—A Duty to Reason— 
Commonplace Facts. 

IV. The Question to be Discussed— 
Need of Faith in Man—Faith in Facts 
is Easy — Monstrous Doctrins — Reason, 
Alone, Deals with Cause and Effect—In- 
stinct Knows Nothing About the Causes 
of Things. 

Presently the writer comes to his real 
theme—that there was ‘‘No Beginning,” 
and hence no manlike creator to produce 
one. He says: 

s Theolo ians answer the question, 
Whence came the universe? by saying that 
at some very remote, but indefinit time in 
the past, the substance of all things that are 
now were spoken into existence—created 
out of nothing—by the fiat of an eternal 
and self-existent personal deity.” This he 
denies, and against it enters the following 
piece of reas ning: 

‘* FIRST ARGUMENT. 
First, Something is. This is the first 


fact. It is more certain than any axiom 
or demonstration. It is the foundation of 
all logic and all thought. 

‘In this absolute certainty ‘we liv, move, 
and hav our being.’ 

**Second. Something was. ‘Every par- 
ticular thing or event has a cause,’ is uni- 
versally admitted to be a truth. It isa 
primitiv and necessary judgement of the 
mind. An equivalent of this is, present 
events hav causes; and this is, in turn, 
equivalent to the statement, something 
was in time past. Avd hence, if the prop- 
osition ‘something is’ is the first fact, 
‘something was’ is the second. As 
‘something is’ underlies all thought, 
‘something was’ is one of the first prod- 
uets of thought; and it is just as abso- 
lutely certain that something was in the 
past as it is certain that something is now. 
Therefore, 

‘*SomMETHING IS= SOMETHING WAS. 

“Third. There was always something. 
We hav found that something existed in 
time past. If something was yesterday or 
a thousand years ago, or a million years 
ago, that something or event had a cause; 
because ‘every particular thing or event 
has a Cause,’ and this judgment must ap- 
ply to things or events existing at any 
conceivable time in the past—not being 
limited to things or events existing at any 
particular time, but being a universal 
truth. 

‘* Again, there was always something or 
else there was a time when nothing ex- 
isted. But the latter cannot be, for in 
such a case, as Paley and other natural 
theologians admit, ‘that condition must 
hav continued; the universal blank must 
hav remained.’ The mind cannot con- 
ceive of something coming from nothing. 

t‘ Therefore, : 

t: QOMETHING Is=SoMRTHING was= 
THERE WAS ALWAYS SOMETHING. 
Or, SOMETHING Is= THERE WAS ALWAYS 
SOMETHING. 

“ Fourth. All things in some form or 
in substance always were. We hav seen 
that we cannot conceive of anything exist- 
ing without a cause—of something coming 
fom or out of nothing~and that, there- 
fore, there was always some thing or 
things in existence. 3 

‘* Now, if there was always of necessity 
some thing or things, the substancé of 
other and all things always existed; for to 
admit that any one thing could come from 
nothing is to surrender the whole argu-- 
ment, and to assert the very opposit of our | 
premis, ‘all things hav causes.’ 

“If each particular thing or event has a 
cause, all particular things and events hav 
Causes. 

‘‘The foundation of the judgment, every 
particular event or thing has a cause, is 
the impossibility of conceiving of some- 
thing coming from nothing. Now, if 
some of the things that are, always in es- 
sence were, all must hav always been, or a 
part hav come from nothing; and this can 
not be. 

“Therefore, logically, we are forced to 
coaclude that all things in some form al- 
ways existed, and our equation can be ex- 
tended as follows: 

tí SoMETHING IS=SOMETHING WAS=SOME- 
THING ALWAYS WAS=ALL THINGS 1N 8UB- 
STANCE ALWAYS WERE. 

tt Or, SOMETHING IS=ALL THINGS IN sUB- 
STANCH ALWAYS WERE. 

‘* And from this mathematical statement 
it becomes clear that it isjust as certain that 
all things in substance always were as itis 
certain that something now is. 

‘Conclusion: All things that now are, 
having always in essence existed, causes 
always existed, and there cannot hav been 
a ‘ first cause.’ 

‘SECOND ARGUMENT. 

“We seek for causes of things only be- 
Cause observation and experience hav 
taught us that particular things hav 
Causes, and because of our inability to 
conceive of something coming from noth- 
ing. 
s: To admit, therefore. that there was a 
first cause is to admit that one thing ex- 
isted witaout a cause, because a first cause 
must hay been uncaused. Clearly, if it 
was Caused it could not be the first cause. 

‘* Tt is, therefore, absolutely impossi:le 
to reason, from the premis, ‘things hav 
causes,’ to @ first cause. 

“ And as this is the only premis there is 
on which to base any process of reasoning 
on the question, it is clear that the doctrin 
of a first causo cannot be defended by hu- 
man reason—by any process of ratiocina- 
tion — and is, therefore, not a rational 
doctrin. i 

t THIRD ARGUMENT. ; 

“ As something cannot come from noth- 
ing, and everything has a cause, itis evi- 
dent that that cause must be a whole and 
sufficient cause. 

‘‘ Therefore, the Cause cannot be less in 
potency or energy than the effect: Let us 
see if it can be greater. It is one of the 
recent discoveries of science—and con- 
formable to reason—that neither matter 
nor force Can be destroyed or lost If this 
is true, it follows that the cause cannot be 
greater than its effect; for, otherwise, a 
part of the energy of the cause would hay 
been! ost, 


- 


‘Therefore, a cause being neither ! From a denier he changes to an affirmer. 


greater nor less than its effect must be 
equal to it, and we hav: 

‘*CAUSES=THEIR EFFEOTS, AND EFFECTS 
==THEIR OAUSES. : 

‘‘Novw, let A representa given effect, and 
B its cause; we hav then A=B; and if C 
represents the cause of B it must equal B, 
and we hav: A—B=C; and by continuing 
this process, however far into the past, we 
find a limitless succession of equivalent 
causes and effects. 

“It is therefore an absolute and neces- 
sary conclusion that no effect can be found 
without a sufficient and equivalent cause. 

**It is also an irresistible conclusion that 
every cause is also an effect, and if so no 
‘first cause’ can exist, because a first 
cause Cannot likewise be an effect.” 

This author, we said, turns his theme 
about and views it ina great number of 
aspects. So he does not rest here, but in 
his next chapter givs us ‘Other and 
Shorter Mental Processes Leading to the 
Same Conclusion.’° Of these shorter rea- 
sonings we will giv two. The first, is:. 

‘‘ Hither it is true that there was always 
something, or there was a time when 
nothing existed, and all things hav come 
from nothing. We cennot conceive of the 


latter, so the former statement must be: 


true; and if there was alwavs anything, 


.there could not hay been a first cause of 


things.” : 
: The other of these equivalent reasonings 


is: 

‘‘ Somethivg is; and itis only necessary 
to continue the truth of this proposition 
indefinitly into the past—look upon ıt as 
a general or eternal truth—to make it 
synonymous with the statement: there was 
always. something. And if there was 


always something, there never was a 


first cause.” 

Not halting here, the author, in his de- 
sire to hav the reader understand the ar- 
gument with perfect clearness, recasts it 
into another form. In his eighth chapter, 
headed ‘‘The Formal Arguments Con- 
densed,” he starts over again and says: 

“ And now, for fear the reader may lose 
his bearings by not having in mind ex- 
actly how the argument stands, let the 
foregoing reasoning be condensed, as it 
may be in substance, into the following 

‘f SYLLOGISM: 
“Major premis, 
‘No uncaused thing or event ever ex- 
isted; 
“Minor premis, 
“A First cause, if it ever existed, was 
an uncaused thing or event; 
** Conclusion, ` 

“‘Therefore, no first Cause ever existed. 

‘Is there any escape from this argu- 
ment? Let me see. If the premises are 
admitted to be true, there is, of course, no 
way of avoiding the conclusion. 

‘“ And what rational objection can there 
be raised to the premises? 

“ The writer sees none. As to the first 
premis, this cannot reasonably be dis- 
puted from the fact, as hes been shown, 
that itis upon this primary jndgment of 
the intellect that rest all inquirtes as to 
the causes of things. 

“It is clear that the mind cannot admit 
that even one thing can exist without a 
cause, as this would destroy the reality of 
the quality of causation and undermine all 
reasoning on the question. 

**As to the second premis, as stated, no 
one will fail to see the certainty of the 
statement that a first cause is uncaused; 
so that there only remains that portion 
which declares a first cause to be a thing 
or event. 

`“ Does the reader doubt the truth of 
this part of the premis? If so, on what 
ground? . 

‘*Will he claim that he believes in a 
personal intelligence who was self existent, 
uncreated, and who, in his own good time, 
spoke all things (other than Himself) into 
being; and that he denies that such per- 
sonality was a ‘thing’ or ‘event’ in the 
sense in which those words are used in the 
premises? 

‘The writer insists that this is the only 
way by which even an attempt can be 
made to escape the full force of the syl- 
logism. And if this objection is made, the 
writer repeats the above inquiry: On what 
grounds? 

“ Why is not the ‘first cause’ you hav 
thought to be a reality, a thing? 

t< As has been stated elsewhere, natural 
theologians generally admit that the per- 
sonal ‘creator,’ that they insist was a first 
Cause, is something. They claim that he 
isa reality; the most real, in fact, of all 
things.” 

The succeeding chapter carries the head- 
ing: ‘Tbe Term ‘Bevrinning’ is Gener- 
ally Used Only as a Matter of Conveni- 
ence.—Moses Does Not Positivly Affirm 
a Beginning.—Some Queries.” In this 
chapter, one remark is: 

“If no particular thing has a beginning 
so far as we know, except in an imperfect 
sense—a sense adopted by the mind as a 
matter of convenience—why should we ex- 
pect to find, logically, a beginning for the 
aggregate of things?” 

In the next chapter the writer turns from 
the negatiy to the positiv aspect of things, 


-He sets forth the fundamental doctrins of 


our modern science on the inmost charac- 
ter of the universe. The chapter heading 
is: ‘‘ Eternity of Matter, Force, and Phe- 
nomena.—New. Heavens and New Eartha. 
—Thought Produced by Matter in Mo- 
tion.” Here the author assails, first, the 
notion of the average person that rest is 
the natural condition of the bodies he sees 
about him, and that their motions, when- 
ever they occur, are exceptional and agaiust 
the disposition of those bodies, and hence 
caused by foreign and extra-natural agents. 
This, explains the writer, is not so. Motion 
is as natural as rest. It is just as much a 
truth of philosophy that a particular body 
of matter when in motion will forever re- 
main in motion unless stopped by some 
force outside itself, as it is that a body 
once at rest will always remain so unless 
put in motion by an extraneous force. 
The prevalent idea that the natural con- 
dition of matter is that of rest doubtless 
came from the fact that, owing to the at- 
traction of the earth, most bodies on its 
surface are held permanently in one place; 
and to a great extent in this local sense the 
idea is a true one. Butitis only true in a 
local and relativ view of things; for, gen- 
erally speaking, it is as true, that when a 
body is still, it is because it is held in 
place, as itis true that when a body is in 
motion it is because it has been moved. In’ 
emphasizing, however, the natura!ness of 
motion, it should be said, that in the above 
statement of the property of inertia in 
matter, no regard is had to what is called 
its chemical action. The particles of mat- 
ter making up a body are moved by inher- 
ent forces—the atoms attracting or re- 
pelling each other as conditions change; 
and so universal is this disposition of 
atoms to activity, that it is truthfully said 
that ‘‘all matter, so far as we can ascer- 
tain, is ever in movement.” Most of our 
solid bodies contract and expand with 
changes of temperature, and it is a fact of 
universal experience that temperature is 
forever varying. Itis alsoa thought worth 
taking here, that the temperature of a 
body is itself nothing but the motion of 
the atoms composing the body, that heat 
and cold are but words to express the 
relativ activity of matter, that a body is 
only heated or cooled as its atoms take on 
or lose motion. With these things in. 
mind, it is seen that the apparent rest of 
particular bodies does not argue that the 
great whole of matter ever was or ever will 
be at rest; for this state of certain parts 
only exists because of the conditioned 
character of separate bodies, It therefore 
becomes Clear that there is no reason why 
the totality of matter should be conceived 
of as ever being in a state of rest. Thus 
no God was needed to set it in motion. 
But before the book is over there pre- 
sents itself the pointed objection :. The 
author has been proceeding throughout 
on the principle that everything has a 
cause; now, i! this is so, the universe, be- 
ing a thing, had acause. In other words, 
the author denies God’s having been a 
first cause, for the reason that there can be 
no first cause as each thing is caus d by 
a preceding one; yet he sets up the uni- 
verse as a thing that had no preceding 
cause; and this is inconsistent. Here, it 
must be admitted, is what at first seems to 
be a staggering objection. It has, we 
imagin, puzzled many awould-be Atheist. 
Nevertheless, this knot, seemingly so inex- 
tricable, is untied, or cut, by Mr. Maple 
with the utmost satisfactoriness that can 
be asked. This feat, seemingly impossible, 
he performs in one of his chapters with 
dexterity of reasoning that itis‘ delight 
to witness. We hav not space to describe 
it here, having already been led by the 
seductivness of the subject to an undue 
length. We will content ourselvs with 
printing the titles of the remaining chap- 


ters: 

‘ XI. The Eternity of Succession in 
Harmony with all other Knowledge — 
Reach of Theistic Arguments—Further of 
the Source and Character of Human 
Knowledge. : . 

“XII. Form and Order also Eternal— 
An Adequate Cause in Nature for.all that 
Occurs—The great Age of the Earth. 

“XIII. The Fundamental Fallacy Un- 
derlying the Belief in a Creation or First 
Cause Pointed Out. 

“XIV. Belief in a Cause for the Totality 
of things Irrational and Unnecessary. 

“XV. The Doctrin of Eternal Succes- 
sion is Mentally Restful and Satisfying. 

“XVI. A Self-existent Universe the 
Fact of all Facts, and the Veritable and 
only real Deity. 

“XVII. The Theological Pyramid—A 
Monument of Superstition, and how it has 
been Built on the Fundamental Fa'lacy 
Pointed out in this Work. 

“XVIII. Conclusion.” 
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Catalogue of 1000 new articles FREE. 


pcre Aslan hd e 
ROBERT H. INGERSOLL & BRO, © | 
65 CORTLANDT ST., NEW YORE CITY, 


The Freethinker's Badge-pin 


PPY AND 

avy, THE TRUTH SEEKER 
ea ONE YEAR, 

EŞ Will be sent for $4.50, The 

ws 2.75 Pin and Tae Taoura 


EKER one year for $5. 


Ingersoll Souvenir Spoon 


AND 
THE TRUTH SEEKER 


ONE YEAR, 
Will be sent for 4.75. Sugar Spoons and TRUTA 
SEEKER, $5. Either kind (Tea or Sugar) Spoon 
gilt bowl, 50c. more, 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


CHEAP EDITION. 


Travels in Faith. 


By CAPT. ROBERT 0. ADAMS. 
Being the story of his mental journey from 
orthodoxy to Rationalism. 
Price, paper, 25 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 
«Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


The Colonel Ingersoll Souvenir. 


THE MOST ARTISTIC SPOON MADE. 
STERLING SILVER, MASSIVE, BEAUTIFUL 


Given Away. 


In order to introduce this most artistic of all 
Souvenirs, Ishall present to all patrons who favor 
me with an order for goods, to the amount of 
$20, one of the above spoons, my price $2.50, but 
guaranteed a finer spoon than sold elsewhere for 
$8 And for every additional $20, an additiona 
spoon. Or with an order for $10 worth of goods 
I will supply the spoon for #1. 


THE INGERSOLL SOUVENIR 
' Is made in the following variety: © ` 


Tea Spoons, f Oxidized. } each $250 
(10 ounces ner doz., 


“ et ; Oxidized, } * 300 
» 14 ounces per doz., 
Oxidized 
$s s gilt bowl, “ 800 
10 ounces per doz., 
Oxidized. 
te “ { sectional gilt, } “8.50 
10 ounces per doz., 
Orange ‘ Oxidized, plain bowl, 2.95 
oe “ cry “a os 
gilt 3.25 
Sugar " “satin “* “ 300 
wo Ld ow gilt ow ow 8.50 


The $2 50 Tea is also supplies etched in bowl, 
“The Time To Be Happy I- Now,” or other mot- 
toes, or names. tor fifty cents extra. Parties en- 
titled to spoons may, upon paying difference ia 
price, select any other spoon from above list. 

My stock embraces everything usually kept in 
first class jewelry stores. Diamonds guaranteed 
20 per cent below regular market price. Watcher 
of every description, Chains, Rings, Necklaces, 
Jewelry, Silver ana Plated Ware, Optical Goods. 
Ba ges, Gold Pins, Etc. And $1,000 will be paid 
for proof that I hav advanced niy prices above 
lowest prices published in any of my latest price- 
lists, on account of the above liberal offer. 

(If Freethought Badges are preferred the $2.50 
may be so applied.) 

OTTO WETTSTEIN, 

(Established 1857) Rochelle, Ill., 
Designer of The Perfected “Otto Wettstein” 
Watch; the Beautiful Ingersoll Spoon; the Popu- 
lar Freethought Badge. 


Sénd for pricelists, cards in colors and gold of 
badge. tracts. ete.. free. 


4. 


NOTED SPECIALIST, 
For Men Only, 


Is a physician of a wide and extensive practice, 
and his remedies are of the best. The Doctoi 
treats all those peculiar diseases of youn” an 
middle-aged men, as the result of youthful erroi s 
and excesses, causing Karly Decay, Loss of via’ 

hood, Wasting Discharges, Varicocele,, Mer al 
and, Phe Debility, Idiocy, Insanity, end 

eath. 

To those afflicted and who are desirous of | eing 
cured & booklet of some 88 pages will be seny ro 
their address for ten cents, sealed in a plain 
envelopa, giving causes and Symptoms ot the 
Complaint and a description of the Doctor's im- 

ortant medical discovery—an Outward Applica- 
ion—a positive cure—the only remedy of the 
kind in existence—with evidences of success. 


A D . P. FELLOWS 
dreas Vinelaud, N. T- 
And say you saw this advertisement in 198 
TRUTH Sueur 


Re 
Dr. Fellows is an.Infdel, 


A y" 
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MORE OF THE TENDER MERCY OF 


JERRY'S JOSS. 


Therefore, behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that I will cause an alarm of war to be heard in Rab- 
bah of the Ammonites; and it shall be a desolate heap, and her daughters shall be burned with fire: then shall 


Israel be heir unto them that were his heirs, saith the Lord.—Jere. xlix, 2. 


“A Digest of Science.” 


THE DYNAMIC THEORY OF LIFE AND MIND: 


An attempt to show that all Organic Beings are both Con- 
structed and Operated by the Dynamic Agencies 
of their respective Environments. 


RS 


By JAMES B. ALEXANDER. 


Over 400 illustrations, 87 chapters, 1,067 pages, and a 3-column index of 11 pages. 
Price, express prepaid by us, only 82.75. 


This work endeavors to embrace the field covered by thousands of books, such as those of the 
- “Humboldt Library of Science,” the “International Scientific Series,” etc., by bringing together, in 
simple and direct form, with proper correspondence between them, all of the known factors con- 
tributing toward the origin and evolution of organic beings. 


Do you wish to be well informed? THEN BEAD A CHAPTER OB VERSE DAILY FROM THIS BIBLE OF 
SCIENCE i 


It is entertaining as well as enlightening, and will lead you to * worth-ship” (worship) nature 
—4. e., appreciate tbe worth of the Universal Mother. 


You must own this book some day: why not NOW? 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


SABBATH - BREAKING. 


Origin of the Sabbatic Idea— 
The Jewish Sabbath—The 
Christian Scriptures and the 
Sabbath—Eixamination of 
Sunday Arguments — Origin 
of the Christian Sabbath— 

estimony of the Christian 
Fathers—The Sabbath dura 
ing the Middle Ages—The 
Puritan Sabbath—Testimony 
of Christian Reformers, 
Scholars, and Divines—Abro« 
gation of Sunday Laws. 


—BY— 
JOHN B. REMSBURG. 


Price, 26 Cents. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


28 Lafayette place. New York. 


ORE SUV OATS 


ihe Sunday Question. | {s Controversy Dangerous? 


a HISTORICAL AND CRITICAL REVIEW. By W. F. JAMIESON. 


WITH REPLIES TO AN OBJECTOR. 
liu GEORGE W. BROWN, M.D. This little book goes down to the very bed- 
. : rock of human liberty. 


15 cents 
—— Price, - - - ” 
Address 


ree. 


THOMAS PAINE; 
WAS HE JUNIUS? 


By W. H. BURR. 


Second edition, enlarged t3 32 pages: vith eie 
ved llkeness o aine. CO, cents. 
best onera Aidress THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


25 cents. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


&ssay on Miracles, 


By DAVID HUME, 
To a 


VO onan, 


j who hav been cured by using it. 


EAGLE BRAND. 


— THE BEST—— 


ROOFING 


Is unequaled for house, barn, factory, or out- 
buildings, and costs half the price of shingles, 
tin, or iron. It is ready for use. and is easily ap- 
plied by anyone. Send stamp for samples, and 
state size of roof. 


EXCELSIOR PAINT AND ROOFING CO, 
Dept. 10, 155 Duane St., New York. | 
18618 


RELIGION NOT HISTORY. 


Examination of the Morals and History 
of the New Testament. 
By Pror. F. W. NEWMAN. Price 2 sents. 


IHE SABBATH 
By M. FARRINGTON. 
4 Thorough Examination and Ref: 
utation of the Claims of the 
Sabbatariane. 


Prive, ~ 29 cents. 


Spiritualism Sustained, 


FIVE LECTURES. 
Ry John R, Kelso, A.M 
12mo., cloth, $1.06. 


Priestly Celibacy Exposed, 


By Rav. G. T. Fox, MLA, 
Price, 15 cents. Address this office. 


MEDICAL. 


If you need a medicine pay attention to some- 
thing which will cure you. It is known as 


The Water of Life, 


and is adapted to curing, more especially, all 
forms of Stomach, Liver. Kidney, ‘and Bladder 
troubles. By injecting this water it will heal all 
sorts of inflammations of the internal organs, such 
cases a8 Piles, Typhoid and other fevers Bowel 
diseases, Uterine and other forms of Femate 
Complaints. Itis a Blood Purifier, and is an ex- 
cellent remedy for Catarrh and Lung and Throat 
inflammations. It will heal the nerves, restorin 
lost vigor of mind and body, creating a Zooi 
appetite and producing sound sleep. It acts 
steadily upon the urine, cleansing the blood by 
means of the kidneys, and acts mildly upon the 
bowels, thereby producing bodily habits which 
are so essential to good health. This 


Water of Life 


is sold absolutely pure, as it is pumped from 
the spring, without the addition of any drug 
whatever. Itis Nature's Remedy, pure and sim- 
ple, and nota manufactured article. The success 
it has achieved has come mostly from its friends 
7 Send for a 
pamphlet free, containing photo-engraved let- 
ters and recommendations from those who have 
used it, giving a forty-page history and all par- 
ticulars about this remarkable water, to 


J. R. PERRY, Manager, 
34 South Main Street, Wilkesbarre, Pa. 
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JN ews of the 1Qeok. 


An Oregon man is suspected of insanity 
merely because of his ‘‘incoherent talk 
on religion and love.” 


A youne soldier in California has de- 
serted from the United States army to 
join the Salvation Army. 


Rev. Francis CLARK, founder of the 
Christian Endeavor Society, announces 
that it now has 1,625,000 members. 


Tux railroads hav decided to run oces- 
sional excursion trains to the World’s Fair 
at one fare for the round trip, The tickets 
will be good ten days. . 


Dure the reception of the Colombian 
minister the pope said that America would 
soon hav a patron saint, as Columbus 
would be beatified shortly. 


At Paterson, N. J., on the 9th, hoodlums 
entered the B’nai Israel synagog and de- 
stroyed property and pummeled the He- 
brews, breaking the leg of one of them. 


TxHrosopaists having claimed Thomas 
Edison as one of their number, that in- 
ventor was asked: *‘ Are you a convert to 
Theosophy?” ‘‘No,” said Mr, Edison, 
‘I don’t know what it is.” 


Marron Moran of the county almshouse 
at Snake Hill, N. J., has been formally 
charged with maltreating Protestant in- 
mates, while using those of her own Cath- 
olic faith with every possible consideration. 


Crry Reaister Warrmore of Boston 
has notified the Israelite rabbis of that 
city that by a new state law they are given 
the same powers in regard to celebrating 
marriages, if duly licensed to act by a 
congregation of their faith in that state, 
that ministers of the gospel hav long had. 


Tae World’s Fair ‘still faila> to draw 
many visitors from a distance. The at- 
tendance is almost wholly from the neigh- 
borhood. The rest of the United States 
contributes but few visitors, and Europe 
scarcely any. Unless the railroads aid in 
increating the attendance by giving greatly 
reduced rates, the Fair may fall into 
financial disaster. 


Pror. Joun CAMPBELL, of the Montreal 
Presbyterian College, will be tried for 
heresy. The chairman of the committee 
on his case says: ‘‘He was an honored 
member of the church, beloved by all; 
but he had declared his disbelief in the 
inerrancy of the old scriptures, not of the 
copies of the scripture, but of the inspired 
and original text itself.” 


Tue seizure of an Aztec god at Xobil- 
tepec in Mexico by the Catholic arch- 
bishop has stirred up the god’s Indian 
devotees, who threaten to go on the war- 
path in his behalf. Theseizure was illegal, 
as under the constitution of Mexico all 
religions are tolerated there, so that the 
Indians are as free to worship their god as 
the Catholics are to worship theirs. 


A question has been presented to the 
Missouri department of education that 
will create much discussion. School Com- 
missioner Kennedy of Phelps county wrote 
to Superintendent Wolfe: ‘‘ Has an insti- 
tute board the right to refuse. to open an 
institute each morning with prayer and 
singing? Are their powers arbitrary?” 
The superintendent replied: ‘‘In my opin- 
ion this ig a matter that should be left to 
the will of the institute,” 


Tux Christian Endeavorers held à great 
convention at Montreal, Can., beginning 
on the 8th. Rev. S. Karmarkar, a dele- 
gate from Bombay, India, set forth that 

atholicism is but revamped Hindovism. 
He said: ‘There is a remarkable corre- 
spondence between Romish worship and 
Hindoo worship. Romanism is but a new 
label on the old bottles of paganism ¢on- 
taining the deadly poison of idolatry.” 
A French-Canadian newspaper, La Presse, 
came out in the evening with an article 
which declares that Mr. Karmarkar’s 
Speech was a deliberate insult to the 
French people, and that they regard it as 
such. Then, one delegate, in open-air 
preaching in a crowded part of the city, 
declared that the so-called Virgin Mary 
was an abandoned woman. Crowds of 
Catholics took to assembling about the 
Endeavorers’ tent waiting an opportunity 
todoharm. Protestants accordingly col- 
lected to protectthem. Inthelatter crowd 
were a thousand militiamenin plain clothes. 
The police reserves had to be called out. 
Endeavorers were stoned when isolated 
in unfrequented parts of the city. A riot 
was finally averted. These are the titles 
of the tracts Catholics passed around: to 
such of the Endeavorers as would receive 
them: ‘‘What Do Catholics Believe?” 
**Too Good To Be True,” a tract whose 
opening sentence read, ‘‘ There isa large 
class of Protestants who can’t believe our 
religion because it appears to them too 
good to be true;” ‘‘Popery and the 
Apostles, or the Biter Bit,” and ‘‘ Purga-' 
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Old Testament Stories 
| Comically Illustrated. 


IT WILL 
IT WILL 


CORNER 
THE 
PARSON. 


MAKE YOU 


~ > LAUGH. 


By WATSON HESTON. 


The Stories Humorously Toid—And Hard Facts 200 Full-Page 
Civen Concerning the Origin and Authenticity of the 400 Pages. i 
Old Testament—A Page of Text to Each Picture. ictures. 


CONTENTS: 
Sustaining a Theory, Jacob and Esau, Jephthah and His Human Sacrifies. 
Some Giants, Joseph the Man of Dreams, Samson the Strong, 
The Adventures and Work ef Noah, Holy Moses, | Ruth and Boaz, 
A Hunting Anecdote, t Balaam the Diviner, Unstable as Water, God Shall Not Excel, 
Abraham, Christ's Great Ancestor. Bloody Joshua, David, God's Favorite, f 
A Queer Family, The Campaign of Deborah and Barak Some Stories from the Book of Kings, 
Isaac and His * Sister," Against Jabin and Sisera, Adventures of the Prophets, 
, One of Twins, General Gideon. Jonah the Truthful Sailor. 


Boards, illuminated covers, $1; cloth, gilt side stamp, $1.50. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO©. 


Darwin and After Darwin. 


An Exposition of the Darwinian Theory. 
By Gores J. ROMANES. 


A systematic Exposition of what may be termed 
the Darwinism of Darwin, and intended to be of 
service to the general reader rather than vo pro- 
fessed naturalists. 

+ Mr. Romanes is well known as one of the most 
interesting of English writers upon evolution, 
besides ranking with Professor Huxley in scien- 
tific knowledge and ability. And this 1s & part of 
his conclusion regarding the great subject of 
Design, to which the church so often refers: 

“Thus whether we look to the facts of adapta- 
tion or to those of beauty, everywhere through- 
out organic nature we meet with abundant 
evidence of natural causation, while nowhere do 
we meet with any independent evidence of 
supernatural design... . .. Adaptation and 
beauty are alike receiving their explanation at 
the hands of a purely mechanical philosophy. . . 
All nature has thus been transformed before the 
view of the present generation in a manner and 
to an extent that has never before been possible; 
and inasmuch as the chango which has taken 
place has taken, plave in the direction of natural- 
ism, and this to the extent of rendering the 
mechanical interpretation of nature universal, it 
is no wonder if the religious mind has suddenly 
awakened to a new, and a terrible force in the 
words of its traditional enemy—Where is now 
thy God?” i 

ustrated. Price, cloth, $2. 
ddress, THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


BOOKS BY ` 
PROF. FELIX L. OSWALD. 


The Bible of Nature: A Contribution 
to the Religion of tbe Future. Cloth. $1. |, 
The Secret of the East; or, The Origin 
of the Christian Religion and the Significance 

of its Rise and Decline. Cloth. $1. 
Physical Education 5 or, The Health-Laws 
of Nature. Cloth, $1. 
Household Remedies for the Prevalent 
Digorders of the Human Organism. _Oloth, $1.. 
Zoological Sketches: A Contribution to 
the Outdoor study of Natural History. Illus- 


trated by H. Faber. Oloth, $2. 
rated by M ee THE THOTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette place, New York, 
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New Publications. | New Publications. 


RELIGION A CURSE, 
RELIGION A DISEASE, 
RELIGION A LIE. 


Ledicatea to the American Congress, of 1892, which for the sake of Religion, Stabbed Liberty 
to the Heart. 


_A work burning with indignation inspired by the Congressional act closing the World’s Fair 
on Snnday—an act which practically united the government and the Christian charch. 


To which is added Mr. Putnam’s address delivered before the Columbian 
Exposition Committee of the House of Representatives against Sunday closing. 


Also the following Essays and Poems by Mr. Putnaw, which have neyer before been put in 

: book form: Orthodoxy; Freethought; Man, Not God (written fora Paine anniversary); The Statue 
ot Liberty and Thoma; Paine; a pvem written for the opening exercises of the Silverton, Ore., Free- 
thought Hall; Death and Lite; The Golden Age; Shut the Door (a poem on the closing of the 


Centennial Exposition in Philadelphia, in 1876). ¢ oe 
The main essay in this work is ons of the strongest arraignments ever made of tbe religion 


which cramps and fetters the minds of the people of this cour try. It should be distributed widely. 
It has been commended in the highest terms as it appeared in Tur TRUTH SEEKER and we hope every 
reader will buy a copy to lend his neighbor and arouse thought. 


Price % cents; Five copies for $1. 


Address THE THUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York City. 


DESIGN ARGUMENT FALLACIES, 


A Retutation of the Argument That Nature Exhibits 
Marks of. Having Been Designed by 
an Intelligent Being. 


LOLOL LOLOL A POL 


SYNOPSIS: 


X. The pesien Argument Vitistes Itself By Necessitating an Infinite Series of Designers. 
II. If There Were a Designer He Could Not Be Beneficent. 
Ill. If There Were One He Could Not Be Wise, for 
His Processes Are Egregiously Slow, 
They Are Egregiorsly Wasteful, 
They Of:eu Serve No Uve, 
They Have Produced Fau.tv Mechanisms. 
IV. What Is Called Design Is Only Snbserviency; and the Watch Argument Is Illegitimate. 
V. What Actually Did Cause So-Called Design. 
VI. Astronom: and Design ` 
VII. The Argument of « First Cause. 


Embracing a Succinct Exposition of Evolution and a Sketch of Astronomy. 


BY THE EDITOR OF THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


TNS INN a TUN 


Address 


Price 15 cents. THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 28 Lafayette Place, N. Y. ` 


A NEW BOOK.-AND A MOST ORIGINAL ONE. 


The Creation of God. 


By DR. JACOB HARTMANN. 


, An explanation of the origin of the God Idea, and the mental processes that led to the formation 
of idols and the worship of them. Trom the time of Terah’s apostasy, Abraham’s reformation and 
his banishment for heresy and blasphemy against the Cha dean idols, to Christ’s coming, the princi- 
palcharacters zre analyzed and shown to be human, by thought and deed. It is made plain that the 
peculiar phraseology, cant sayings, subterfuges, miracles, wonder-workings, and supernatural pad- 
ding are the prop: r offspring of the then existing barbarism, ignorance, and superstition, constitut- 
ing the peculiar politics of the day. 


CONTENTS IN DETAIL: 


The Universal Aspect. Elimination of Waste Substances, 


The Earth. la General, 

i y the Lunge. 
Jne oe Aspect. By the sone 
The Sun. By the Kidneys. 


Genesis—The Creation. 
Genesis—The Garden of Eden. 
The Deluge. 
The Scriptural God—The Creation. 
The Creation of God—Abraham. 
Moses—Confirmation of the Idea of God. 
Samuel the Kingmaker. 
God Save the King. 
Jehovah Takes a Rest. 
The End of National Life. 
The Christian Era. 
Organic Life—Vegetable. 
Organic Life—Animal. 
The Master Tissues. 


The Muscular Tissues. 
ervous Tissues. 


Food and Food-Substances. 


Digestion and Nutrition. 

The Elementary Substances. 

Alcohol and Tts Effects on the System. 
The Soul —What Is Tt? 


Sin and Salvation. 

The Ecclesiastical Kindergarten. 
Rational Review. 

Visions—Bible Dreams—Revelations. 
The Planetary Gods. 

Every Man His Own God. 


Gateways to Knowledge. 
Tables {ater Whence They Spring. 
The Non Credo. : 

Rules for Human Conduct. 

ILLUSTRATIONS. 

Map of the Intellectual Facu'ties—TLe Mind. 
Map ot Theological Retrogression 
Map of the Deluge and Garcen of Eden. 


The Mind. 


Thirty Chapters—Four Hundred and Thirty-two Pages, 
i Large 12mo. 


In Cloth, $1; in Paper, 50 Cents. 


Address 


COSMIAN HYMN-BOOK. 


——O—— 
A COLLECTION OF 


ORIGINAL AND SELECTED HYMNS 
FOR 
Liberal and Ethical Societies, 
for Schools and 
the Home. 
—With Music Written to All the Songs.— 


CoMPILED BY L. K. WASHBURN. 
Price, $1.40. Ẹ 


nr agla at THIS ORRITAN, 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Hard Knocks 
at Christianity. 


By R. WHEELER. 


. This book is just what, its title implies—thump- 
ing whacks at superstition. It deals with the 
eftect of Christianity on the world, showing 
what Christians have done to advance their relig- 
ion and impede the progress of man. It shows 
that Jesus was a false prophet, that the gospels 
are not authentic, and that Christianity is a bor- 
rowed system of religion. That the Bible is not 
in accord with Science, that the atonement 
scheme is futile and foolish, and that religion is 
not areal benefit to man. 


Price, 20 cents, six for $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


value Christianity has 


New Publications. | New Publications. 


[Pen Pictures of the World’s Fair. 


By SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 


A Full Description of the Fair, Invaluable as a Guide-Book and still more Inval- 
uable to those who cannot attend. It tells WHAT TO SEE and WHERE TO SEE IT; 
gives rates of admission to the various attractions of the Fair and cost of living in 
Chicago, with other useful information to the visitor. 

It is, besides being a complete Guide-Book, the best description of the Fair yet 
given—poetic, beautiful, accurate. It describes the inauguration ceremonies, gives 
the director-general’s address, the efforts to close the Fair Sundays and the trinmph 
of the Sunday-openers; describes the various buildings and what they contain, and is, 
all i all, the very best picturé of the Fair that can be painted with a pen. 


ILLUSTRATED... 
A MAP OF JACKSON PARK, enabling the visitor to make his way around, 
and the stay-at-home to see where he went. 


A BIRD’S-EYE VIEW OF THE FAIR, enabling one to comprehend at a 
glance the magnitude of the Exposition, the greatest ever known to the present time. 


PICTURES OF ALL THE PRINCIPAL BUILDINGS: 


Wowan’s Building. Art Palace. . Fisheries Building. 
Administration Building. Manufactures and Liberal Agricultural Building. 
Electrical Building. Arts Building. Transportation Building. 
Machinery Hall. Mines and Mining Building. Horticultural Building. 


Forestry Building. 


A visitor to the Fair says of this book—reading it in Tam Trora Smexur—that 
it is charming and to one who has seen the Fair vastly entertaining. _ 


Single copy, 25 cents. Five copies for $1. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


EVERY Woman Ought to Read It. Every LIBERAL Woman 
and Man Will Want It. 


WOMAN, CHURCH, AND STATE. 


By Matilda Joslyn Gage. 


, 


This is Mrs. Gage’s latest and crowning work. It is THE book to show how 
the church has enslaved woman and kept and keeps her in an inferior position. A 
glance at its contents will show this: 


: The first chapter—the Matriarchate—shows that under the old civilizations woman had great 
freedom, but that the tenden-y of Christianity from the first was to restrict her liberty. In this 
chapter Mrs. Gage claims th=t to the Matriarchate—or Mother-rule—the world is indebted for its 
first conception of inherent rights p a ANa . 

Chapter II deals with the theological dogmas of original sin and celibacy. Woman, by the 
church, was not regarded as a human being; marriare was lnoked upon as vile; wives were sold 
as si&vecS; women driven to suicide; the influence of the church was unfavorable to virtue. The 
celibacy of the clergy produced cegrading sensuality, and woman was the victim of these brutes. 

. Chapter III is on The Canon Law, showing how the church controled woman by making the 
legitimac’ of marriage depend upon its own control of the ceremony. Ancient civilization gave 
place to Christin barbarism, the c ergy became a distinct body—at once a“ holy” and an unholy 
caste. Learn:ng w-s prohibited to wome”, husbanes prohibited fiom leaving th m more than one- 
miga of their property; danghters cou'd be disinherited, sons could not. The Reformation effected 
no change. ; y 

_ „Chapter IN Mardust'o is on Feudalism and its degradation of women, the rights of “lords 
spiritual,” the immorality of the heads of the church, baptism of nude women in the early Ch istian 
church. It also deals with some of the later-day abuses of females, like our Northwestern pineries, 
the English debanvheries, governmental crime-makers, etc. , 2 A 

Chapter V—Witchcraft. In the days ef this phase of religious insanity Mrs. Gage shows how the 
possession of eve” a little learning wa: sufficient cause to snspect a woman of witchcraft, that to keep 
a pet was dangerous, 80 rabid were the cler: y not to suffer 2 witch t> liv. ‘Lhis perse:ution for 
witchcraft was a continuance of the church’s policy for obtaining un ‘versal dominion over mankind. 
Women physicians of the Middle Ages were persecuted, and the “ Pilgrim Fathers” continued it in 
America. The first synod.convened in America was to try a woman for heresy. and others were 
stripped and whipped for not agreeing with the clergy. : i 

he chapter on“ Wives” shows how the disr™ption of the Roman empire was unfavorable to the 
personal and proprietary rights of woman—t-.at the sale of daughters was prac'iced in England 
seven hundred years after it was Christianized—that the practice of buying wives was regulated by 
law—that women were not permitted to read the Bible—that they were not admitted as witnesses— 
that civil mar: iage +s apposed by the church. : Rat 

In Chapter VII ig shown how polygamy was sustained by the Christian church, that the first 
synod of the Reformation convened to sanction this institution, that Luther and the other * prin- 
cipal reformers ” favored it, as we | as the American Board of Foreign Missions. The Mormon the- 
ocracv is shown to be similar to that of other Christian sects. | : att 

In the tast three chapters Mrs. Gage treats of the opp sition of the church to the amelioration 


of woman’s snfferings as interference wth her ‘ curse,’of woman's dèsradation by the church to 


labors unfit for slaves, of woman’s “ inferiority,” as taught vy the church to-day, and of how little 
been and is to civilization. 


The work is a burning protest against the tremendous wrong done woman by 
the church, which controled the state. Itis also extremely valuable as history. No 


woman, it seems to us, can read it and remain a supporter of the religious institution 
which has crushed her individuality, her mentality, and degraded her person. 
woman cause it opens an Age of Reason. 
will do. 


To the 
It ought to be widely read for the good it 
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Christianity and Geography. 

A few weeks ago we declared that the Christian 
church deserves no credit for the discovery of Co- 
lumbus. On the contrary, we said, that institution 
should be blamed, for she taught throughout her 
course up to his day that the earth was not a globe 
and a voyage like his could not be made. We gave 
the scriptural texts on which the church based its 
misdoctrin on the earth’s shape, and narrated the 
course of that doctrin up to the time of Cosmas 
Indicopleustes. Here we were forced by a press of 
other matter to interrupt our relation. But we will 
now resume it, and continue it up to the struggle 
made by ecclesiastics to overwhelm Columbus and 
prevent his voyage. 

Cosmas Indicopleustes had, we said, erected 
upon Bible texts a conception of the universe 
as a sort of house, with heaven as its upper story 
and the. earth as its ground floor. This con- 
ception will upon thinking a moment be found 
pretty thoroughly different from the modern 
teaching of science on the concern. Nevertheless, 
clergymen assert the teaching on morals and all 
other subjects of the books whence it is drawn— 
viz. the scriptures and the church fathers—to be of 
divine preciousness, so they should, it seems to us, 
bring forth these geographical doctrins also to 
their hearers, with equal commendation and jnsi-t- 
ence. Leaving them, however, to such devices as 
their parsonic minds suggest, we will proceed with 
our history by chronicling that this conception of 
the universe as a house naturally led to adjunct no- 
` tions of things like those which accompany an 
ordinary human’s house. 

As in a house we. pass from the upper to the 
lower and from the lower to the upper stories, so 
in the universe-house various beings, sometimes 
human and sometimes superhuman, were imagined 
to do likéwise. One such event is that of the 
wicked who sought to build a tower of Babel 
by which to reach heaven (Gen. xi, 1-9). This 
undertaking—which can but compel the most boast- 
ful modern to confess his generation surpassed in 
enterprise by the ancients, even though the World’s 
Fair be taken into consideration—this more than 
American undertaking, we say, all will remember 
was quashed ‘by the owner of the house, who de- 


scending to the basement floor quickly threw a wet- 


blanket upon the tower-builders by his notable 
“confusion of tongues.” 


Passages betwixt the 


upper and lower stories of the great world-house 
took place, according to legends, during thousands 
of years. These legends are in part embodied in 
the Bible, and in part contained outside of it in 
saints’ lives, etc. There is no end to the ascensions 
to heaven and descents from it, “ translations,” 
“assumptions,” and “annunciations.” Mortals 
were caught up into heaven and then returned to 
this sad vale. Angels made wingy trips between 
heaven and earth. Thunderbolts were hurled 
down from it. Mighty winds issued from the cor- 
ners, like drafts from open doors. Voices called 
down from the upper floor to men on the lower. 


-| A sort of trapdoor in the upper floor was some- 


times opened to reveal the blessedness of the good. 
Signs and wonders were hung on to the roof of the 
lower story to warn the bad. As the heathen gods, 
we read in Greek and Roman mythology, came 
down to the lower compartment on every imagin- 
able errand, so Jehovah descended to Eden in the 
cool of the day, and honored that humble portion 
of his edifice with a short walk. Then, the class of 
saints must hav given such elevator-boys as served 
in those days, if indeed anything like our modern 
apparatuses was used, considerable trouble. They 
were perpetually descending and ascending. St. 
Mark coming down into the market-place of Venice, a 
party of saints frightening back Attila, etc., are 
specimens of an innumerable class of incidents. 

The most unpleasant feature about the plan of 
this great house of God, and one which not we 
perhaps, but Christians certainly, must apprcach 
with fear and trembling, is that to which we now 
come. All right that this house has a second and 
first story, but a cellar, there’s the rub. The cellar 
is hell, the abode of Satan. This carrying out of 
the conception was natural. And just as there weré 
ascents to and descents from heaven, so there were 
ascents from and descents to hell. Hell being so 
near, intermingling of its sooty and in every way 
plebeian and undesirable residents with ourselvs 
was frequent to an almost intolerable degree. 
This intercourse furnishes the matter for a huge 
portion of the medieval literature. Dante, the great 
Catholic poet, essayed to fix the location of hell 
with the utmost possible exactness. We find that 
some forms of this notion as to the whereabouts of 
hell were barriers to geographical investigation. 
“Many a bold navigator, who was quite ready to 
brave pirates and tempests, trembled at the thought 
of tumbling with his ship into one of the openings 
into hell which a wide-spread belief placed in the 
Atlantic at some unknown distance from Europe. 
This terror of the sailors was one of the main ob- 
stacles in the great voyage of Columbus. In an 
Anglo-Saxon: tract, giving science the form of a 
dialog, occur the following question and answer: 
‘Why is the‘sun so red in the evening?’ ‘ Because 
he looketh down upon hell.’” 

One ground of the church’s doctrin on the shape 
of the earth was, we hav said, several passages of 
scripture alluding to its form. There was also 
another ground, and this was the passages in the 
same book which were held to disprove the exist- 
ence of antipodes, human beings on the earth’s op- 
posit side. Naturally those who supposed it 


‘round imagined it inhabited on the other side, so 


this notion formed part of the doctrin of its sphe- 
ricity. But the churchmen declared that no antip- 
odes could exist. St. Augustine advances the 
weighty reason that “scripture speaks of no such 
descendants of Adam.” Moreover, he urges, God 
would not allow men to liv there, because from that 
locality they could not see Christ at his second com- 
ing descending through the air. Besides this con- 
sideration that the antipodean notion would accuse 
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God of unfitness as stage manager for the greatest 
show on earth—the preparations for which, how- 
ever, are consuming such time that some of the 
audience are not to be blamed for falling to a 
stamp-stamping of the feet—besides this, St. Augus- 
tine proffers as yet more conclusiv this argument: 
the apostles were commanded to go into all the 
world, and to preach the gospel to every creature ; 
they did not go to any such part as the antipodes, 
they did not preach to any creatures there; there- 
fore the antipodes do not exist. The declaration 
that the apostles did go to the ends of the earth is 
found, he says, in Ps. xix, 4, and in Paul’s epistle 
to the Romans, and so the rash supporters of the 
scientific doctrin “giv the lie direct to King David 
and to St. Paul, and therefore to the Holy Ghost.” 
The fate of all guilty of this piece of impertinence 
to the Holy Ghost is eternal damnation. So, at 
least, determined all the church fathers except St. 
Basil and St. Ambrose, and as the views of these 
ancient individuals are thought by Christians 
to be of great consequence in other matters, 
no doubt they will be gravely regarded 
in this. In the sixth century Procopius 
graces the page of ecclesiastical science with 
this declaration: that there are no men on the 
other side of the earth, for if there were Christ 
must hav come to save them, and that would hav 
necessitated, as preliminaries to the gallant rescue, 
a duplicate Eden, Adam, serpent, and deluge. Our 
old friend Cosmas Indicopleustes proves the antip- 
odes impossible by a passage from St. Luke. St. 
Isidore of Seville, who flourishes at the end of the 
second century, is able to advance our knowledge 
on the matter beyond others, for he not only discovers 
that no men exist on the other side of the earth, | 
but informs us that none ought to. Under the 
force of these authorities the scientific inquirers re- 
linquish their conjecture that the earth is round. 
The theological students and so on who deem these 
authorities such prodigies of wisdom that they 
spend years in poring over them, must, we sup- .. 
pose, consider the inquirers quite right in this re- 
linquishment. The unscriptural doctrin disappears 
for two hundred years. Then Virgil, bishop of 
Salzburg, is hardy enough to revive it. St. Boni- 
face declares this teaching to amount to nothing 
iess than an assertion that there are men beyond 
the reach of salvation. He calls on Pope Zachary 
to suppress it. The pope, speaking as the infal- 
lible representativ of Christ, makes a response of 
decided tone. He cites from the books of Job and 
the Wisdom of Solomon texts against the doctrin 
of theantipodes. He declares it “perverse, iniqui- 
tous, and against Virgil’s own soul,” and indicates a 
purpose of driving the offender from his bishopric. 
Whether Christ, through his vicar, deposed this 
teller of the truth about the world’s shape, we do 
not know. But the heresy is silenced, and the or- 
thodox notion becomes more popular than ever. It 
is regarded as essential to salvation. The next 
famous ones of that grave body, the theologians, tc 
tell us that there are no Chinamen, are Vincent de 
Beauvois and Nicolas d’Oresme. 

Occasionally we find force employed against 
disputers of the conclusions of the theologians, as, 
we know from the assurances of present-day Chris- 
tians, it should be now. Of course, those conelu- 
sions on geography were wrong, but the present- 
day conclusions on other matters are right, so 
these form quite another case and it is right to use 
force as to these. This employment of force took 
the form, in the case of Peter of Abano, of im- 
prisonment and condemnation to execution by the 
Inquisition. This sentence he escaped’ by the 
occurrence of a natural death. He was 4 famoug 
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physician, and had added to his antipodean heresy 
others that equally flew in the face of scripture to 
the indecent discomposure of that physiognomy. 
For suggesting this doctrin, Cecco d’ Ascoli, a noted 
astronomer, was driven from his professorship at 
Bologna and burnt alive at Florence. The great 
painter, Orcagna, in one of his works in the Campo 


Santo at Pisa represented Cecco in the flames of j|. 


hell The picture may still be viewed, a warning 
to pilgrims of their doom if they cast not aside the 
belief, so prevalent lately that it will be difficult for 
them to shake it off, that there are men across the 
oceans. : 

Thus the church went on teaching and doing. 
In 1483 Pierre d’ Ailly, one of the soundest-headed 
men of the age, in his creditable scientific essays 
approached the question in so clear and sensible a 
tone that the reader expects the correct conclu- 
sion; but no, there stands the argument of St. 
Augustine, there stand the biblical texts, D’Ailly 
is overawed, and he givs to the world virtually 
nothing. In the age of Columbus ecclesiastics still 
insisted on the scriptural conception of the earth’s 
shape. And even after Columbus had succeeded 
and by his voyage greatly strengthened the scien- 
tific doctrin, the church by its supreme authority 
the pope continued to blunder. Pope Alexander 
VI. was appealed to as umpire upon the conflicting 
claims of Portugal and Spain to the countries that 
they had discovered. In 1493 he issued a bull in 
which he laid down on the earth’s surface a line 
of demarkation between the possessions of the 
rivals. This line he drew from north to south a 
hundred leagues west of the Azore islands. All 
lands west of it he declared should belong to 
Spain, all east to Portugal. This, and another 
similar demarkation by Pope Julius II., were hailed 
as beneficent exercises of divine wisdom. But soon 
difficulties arose that lowered the prestige of these 
decisions, and in fact caused them to be laid aside 
and neglected altogether. For the line had been 
run upon the supposition of a flat earth that could 
not be sailed around, but the Portuguese claimed 
Brazil dnd showed that they could reach it by sail- 
ing to the east of the line, providing they sailed 
long enough. The lines laid down by Alexander 
and Julius may to-day be seen on the maps of that 
period, items in the long catalog of the ludicrous 
errors of “inerrancy.” 

Still the theologians upheld their doctrin in cur- 
rent acceptance and refused to allow its displace- 
ment. Gregory Reysch put forth his great cyclo- 
pedia, the Margarita Philosophica, in edition after 
edition, and it everywhere presented the orthodox 
declarations. 

In 1519 science dealt the enemy next to its last 
blow. Magellan sailed completely round the 
earth. Against the churchly protests, says Inger- 
soll, “that brave man set sail. The church told 
him: ‘The earth is flat, my friend; don’t go, you 
may fall off the edge.’ Magellan said: ‘I hav seen 
the shadow of the earth upon the moon, and I hav 
more confidence in the shadow than I hav in the 
church. The ship went round. The earth was 
circumnavigated. Science passed its hand above it 
and beneath it, and where was the old heaven and 
where was the hell? Vanished forever !” 

Yet it was not on the moment of Magellan’s cir- 
cumnavigation that the old doctrin was “ vanished 
‘forever.” It was two hundred years before pious 
writers ceased urging it. At the end of that period 
French astronomers made their measurements of 
degrees in equatorial and polar regions, and added 
to their proofs that of the lengthened pendulum. 
Only when to the general deductions of science 
there had been added these deft and beautifully ex- 
act measurements, and when explorer after explorer 
had brought home accounts of the antipodes, did. 
the church cease to proclaim the doctrin she had 
obtained from scripture, and allow free speech to 
the theory that pagan investigators had started to 
raise into eminence before overwhelmed by Chris- 
tianity. 

Says Ex-President White of Cornell University, as 
to the relation of the church to geography: “ The 
dogmas developed in the strict adherence to script- 
ure, and the conceptions held in the church during 
many centuries, ‘always, everywhere, and by all,’ 


were, on the whole, steadily hostil to truth.” 

An account of the church’s opposition to Colum- 
bus we shall hav the pleasure of laying before our 
readers next week. i 


Only Freethinkers Can Properly Oppose 
Sectists. 

A correspondent desires us to notice the Ameri- 
can Protectiv Association: This is an anti- 
Catholic society, patterned after the old Know- 
nothing organization. It is popularly known as 
the A. P. A., and its tenets and practices are 
dubbed A. P. Aism. It has been in existence about 
four years, and in that time, it is said, has suc- 
ceeded in defeating Catholic candidates in the mu- 
nicipal elections in several Western cities. The 
practice has been to affiliate with the Republicans, 
and various so-called Republican victories in here- 
tofore Democratic strongholds hav been due to the 
introduction of a sectarian element into the contest 
by the American Protectiv Association. The so- 
ciety is found in Ohio, Iliinois, Indiana, Iowa, Wis- 
consin, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, Kansas, and 
Nebraska. In Toledo, Columbus, and Cincinnati 
the society has made its presence manifestly felt in 
local elections and in other ways. Saginaw, Mich., 
is said to be an A. P. A. hotbed. In central 
Illinois, the southern half of Iowa, the northern 
half of Missouri, and the eastern half of Kansas 
and Nebraska the society is also strong. There are 
avowed A. P. A. journals published in St. Louis, 
Minneapolis, and Omaha, and two in Michigan, and 
several other publications sympathize with the pur- 
poses of the society. Unlike Know-nothingicm, the 
association is principally made up of foreigners, not 
of nativ Americans. An Episcopal clergyman of 
Omaha describes the Nebraska branch as being 
composed chiefly of Englishmen, Canadians, Orange- 
men, Scandinavians, and Germans. Scandinavians 
and Orangemen are said to form the bulk of the 
society in other states. 

The numerical strength of the A. P. A is variously 
estimated. Ex-Congressman Tarnsey is quoted as 
saying that in Saginaw there is not a merchant who 
has not felt the effects of the boycott which has 
been conducted in that town during the past year 
by the A. P. A. The boycotting naturally is not all 
on ‘one side, as Catholics do not trade with known 
members of the society. 

A Baptist minister in Cincinnati, who preaches 
to a crowded church and denounces Rom2n Cathol- 
icism, is quoted as boasting that there are sixty 
thousand A. P. A.’s in Chicago, ten thousand in 
Cincinnati, and at least half as many in Columbus. 
All Catholics who ran for office in Columbus last 
November were defeated by from four to five thou- 
sand votes. The Catholic Columbian, of Colum- 
bus, says: “Even justice is to be throttled to serve 
the base ends of this Association. The revelations 
in the Boone case, tried in the court of common 
pleas this county, were startling, but to many the 
beginning of the end of the only logical outcome of 
the existing state of affairs. The fact was casually 
brought cut in the course of the trial that the de- 
fendant’s counsel was a Roman Catholic, and 
though seven of the jury stood for acquittal and 
four for assault and battery, the verdict reached 
was manslaughter. The significance of the verdict 
is apparent when the allegation was made that the 
twelfth juror, who held out for manslaughter, is a 
member of the A. P. A., and, as it is technically 
phrased, would hav ‘hung’ the jury had not the 
other members agreed with him.” 

The creed of this organization declares it unwise 
and unsafe to appoint, or elect, to civil, political, or 
military office in this country, men who owe su- 
preme allegiance to any foreign king, potentate, or 
ecclesiastical power, and who are sworn to obey such 
power. The members in their ritual declare that 
they will not countenance the nomination in any 
caucus or convention of a Roman Catholic for any 
office in the gift of the American people, and will 
not vote for or counsel others to vote for any Roman 
Catholic, but will endeavor at all times to place the 
political positions of this government in the hands 
of the Protestants. 

We do not like the American Protectiv Associa- 
tion very well. It is Protestant in composition, 


and Protestants are very nearly as bad as Catholics. 
They persecuted, in proportion to the length of the 
time in which they had control of the European 
states, just as ferociously -and numerously. ~ We 
cannot extend much favor to one religion strug- 
gling jealously to oust a rival one. The supplant- 
ing of all religions by this-worldliness is the only 
change that will be of high and lasting benefit. 

Protestants can do but little service in bringing 
Catholics out of their ways of error.. The proposi- 
tions that they advance to Catholics for the latter 
to put in place of their former tenets are as absurd 
as the old ones, and the papalists only laugh at 
their ridiculousness. The genuin sense and solid 
truth of Freethought are the only things that can 
be presented to these devotees with successful and 
valuable results. We wish that these were being 
presented more expeditiously and thoroughly than 
they are. - 

Then, these Protestants are liars. They lie 
about the Catholics the same as they do about In- 
fidels. I is the nature of a Protestant to lie in his 
religious operations. The organs of this American 
Protectiv Association publish palpably bogus Catho- 
lic documents. They recently published what pur- 
ported to be a-secret bull or encyclical of Leo XIIL., 
in which the pope relieved Catholics from their 
allegiance to the United States government and 
ordered them to begin the extermination of all 
heretics—that is, Protestants—in September. The 
True American gravely declared that the copy of 
the encyclical which it published had been dropped 
from the pocket of a priest when one of its staff 
was near at hand. The document is plainly 
spurious. Catholics may want to exterminate 
heretics, but they never publish their desire to do 
it in such a public manner in a country and age like 
this. 

‘he only persons to convert or oppose Catholics 
are Freethinkers. The true principles to urge 
against them are those of Liberalism and science. 
If it were not for'the tise of these, the world would 
now be a pandemonium and slaughter house of 
warring Protestants and Catholics as it was three 
and four hundred years azo. Brawling sects only 
injure and endanger the social structure. The 
men here and there throughout the land who pos- 
sess good sense, tolerance, and scientific knowl- 
edge, are the real American protectiv association. 


The True Grounds of Right and Wrong. 


We said a couple of weeks ago that the church | 
has always obscured the natural causes of our sense 
of right and wrong. She has, we declared, set up - 
in place of them supernatural causes ther.of. This 
false representation of the church, we averred, hag 
always been harmful. Let us now name the nat- 
ural grounds of right and wrong which she sup- 
planted. These are: the happiness and the unhap- 
piness of mankind. Thus, whatever makes man 
happy is right, and whatever makes him unhappy 
is wrong. In the dawn of this era of reason, Free- 
thinkers are to giv each act a new examination by — 
this rule, and see whether the act adds to or takes 
from man’s happiness. In the one case they are to 
pronounce it right, in the other case they are to 
pronounce it wrong. They are not to regard the 
old dicta as to whether the act is right or wrong. 
For those old dicta are often erring. They are not 
conformed.-to the rule of the promotion or retarda- 
tion of man’s happiness. They.were shaped in by- 
gone ages in accordance with other rules, such 
as that of the-command of a god, and that of cus- 
tom and precedent, and so on. These rules are 
false. They pronounce wrong some acts that make - 
for man’s welfare, and pronounce right some that 
make against it. They must be disregarded in our 
construction of the new code of ethics for our chil- 
dren. In building this new code every Freethinker 
may find work to do. He may take a list: of 


‘erimes, say that on the registers of a peniten- 


tiary, and running his eye down it ask in re- 
gard to each one, Did this injure or aid the 
happiness of the race? If he finds that it injured, 
very well. Ifhe finds that it aided, he is to pro- 
claim the act right- and strive to change public 
opinion uponit. In all of this work of the testing 
of the rightfulness of actions, a Freethinker will 
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get little help from his neighbors. When he asks 
one of them why a certain act is right, or wrong, 
` the reply will be, “Because itis against God’s will ” 
—or, “iz in obedience to God’s will.” If he asks 
another, the answer will be, “ Because everybody 
around here has always said so ”—or, “ has always 
. done so and so.” If he asks another he will learn 
that the thing is right or wrong “Because it is.” 
The emptiness of these replies will show him how 
ignorant the Christian church has left the people 
after a dominion of eighteen hundred years, and 
how great a work there is for him to do. 


ee ee eae 
What Christianity Is. 

Mr. and Mrs. David A. Easton, of Pittsfield, 
Mass., are the first people in this country who, as 
far as known, ever tried the faith cure on a horse. 
Mr. Easton was formerly a broker in New York 
with Easton, Nichols & Co., and was at one time a 
preacher. Of late he and Mrs. Easton hav been 
much interested in Christian Science and the faith 
cure. A valuable horse belonging to Mr. Easton 
while in pasture at his farm on the Middle Lenox 
road seriously injured the fetlock of its right leg on 
a barbed wire fence. Dr. Brackin sewed up the 
wound and applied healing ointments. After this 
had been done Mrs. Easton said to the man who 
had charge of the horse: “Fanny doesn’t need 
medicin.. All that is necessary is to wash the foot 
.in cold water and pray. She will come out all 
right.” Accordingly, water was applied and Mrs. 
Easton began to pray. The horse’s foot, however, 
grew worse. Now it is in such a condition that the 
_ animal is in a fair way to lose its life. Dr. Brackin, 
a local physician, says that he could cure the horse. 
There is considerable excitement over the matter in 
Pittsfield, and it is thought that the Society for the 
` Prevention of Cruelty to Animals should interfere. 
The bone of the horse’s foot is exposed, and there 
is a festering sore., Mrs. Easton is now in Boston, 
where she is supposed to be still praying for the 
horse. g 

Faith cure is founded on one of the plainest of 
the declarations in the Bible. “Is any sick among 
you?” says James v,-14, 15, “let him call for the 
elders of the church; and let them pray over him, 
anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord: 
and the prayer of faith shall save the sick, and the 
` Lord shall raise him up.” If this plain declaration 
is false, all the rest of the Bible is false. If this 
can be twisted to mean something else, all the rest 
of the Bible can be twisted to mean something else. 

Some do not understand why Freethinkers fight 
Christianity so zealously, because they do not re- 
flect what that religion really is. Under the com- 
. plete reign of Christianity all cases of illness were 

treated as this one is being treated now. This is 
what Christianity is—supernaturalism, treatment 
of everything by appeal for supernatural action. 
The only reason that all things are not thus treated 
. now is the pervasion of society by the skeptical 
tone of the Freethinker and the scientist. Should 
these persons relax their efforts, all things would 
be treated thus again. 
Englishmen hav been described as “asses who 
_ talk about horses.” These Pittsfield persons are 
asses who pray for horses. 


The Preachers Maintain Their Monopoly of 
Sunday. — 

Last Saturday Director-general Davis of the 
World’s Fair ordered that it be.kept closed on the 
“morrow. This wai because the Sunday visitors 
are so few as to leave no profit when expenses hav 
been paid, and because Sabbatarians are said to be 
boycotting the Fair on all days on account of the 
Sunday opening. Accordingly, the gates were 
tight shut all of last Sunday, the 23d. The 
grounds were empty. The action was taken in 
defiance of an injunction of Judge Stein, in the suit 
of Charles Clingman, stockholder. The authorities 
who ordered the closing will, it is declared, be 
arrested for contempt of court. The Secularists, 
Adventists, and Hebrews of Chicago hav severally 
expressed a desire to aid in the prosecution of the 
closers. 

Thus the Sabbatarians hav won the victory over 
us. In the matter of legal decision we, after a 


the place, a map of the Park, enabling them to find 
their way around, and with pictures of the principal 
buildings of the Exposition. Those who do not go 
to the Fair will in this book see it in all its glory, 
and certainly will know more about the Exhibition 
than those who attend without this guide-book, 
trusting to memory. Those who: go to Chicago 
will receive great benefit from it; those who do not, 
still greater. The price of the book is 25 cents ; 
five copies for $1. l í 
oo ooi g M 

Mt. Pleasant, Iowa, has regular Freethought 
meetings—one every generation. Joseph Barker 
gave a course of lectures thera about forty years 
ago, B. F. Underwood twenty years ago, and J. E. 
i Remsburg last week. Judge Palmer, a brother of 
United States Senator Palmer, of Illinois, who 
presided at Mr. Remsburg’s lectures, has attended 
all these meetings. 


sharp struggle, succeeded. in beating them, but by 
bringing to bear upon the action various other 
weapons at their command they hav won the day. 
These other weapons are the closure of the national 
and some state exhibits, the veiling of many indi- 
vidual displays, and the menace of boycott. Add to 
these the neglect to arrange railroad excursions to 
the Fair Sunday which arose from the continued 
uncertainty whether it would be open that day, and 
we hav the explanation of the scantiness of attend- 
ance which has at last resulted in total closing. Of 
the dismal atmosphere which the bigots succeeded 
in throwing over the Sunday show, a correspondent 
of a New York paper writes: 

‘*Sunday is not a Fair day. There are people enough, 
but the whole atmosphere is too much like an English 
Sabbath to make it enjoyable. It is depressing to see so 
many shrouded exhibits and closed doors—it givs one 


alonely feeling. I made haste last Sunday from the 
grounds.” 


Even were there no total closing, we should hav 
to confess that the bigots hav succeeded in outrag- 
ing us, in their having depleted the Sunday attend- 
ance that we wished to hav. Other exhibitions, 
such as art museums, etc., against which they hav 
not fought so violently, hav a Sunday attendance 
double that of other days, so of course the World’s 
Fair would hav had a Sunday attendance double 
that of other days had they not combated it. Pe- 
cuniary greed in pulpit and religious tyranny in 
pew hav deprived not fewer than millions of an op- 
portunity of improving their heart and mind. 

pi ees s 


We desire to call the attention of readers of Tux 
Truru Srxxer to the benefits of subscribing to the 
Truth Seeker Monthly Library. The yearly sub- 
scription is only $3, and subscribers to the Library 
receive a paper-bound copy of each book issued in 
it; or, if they desire the books in cloth binding, 
subscribers can remit the difference in price be- 
tween paper and cloth binding, and get the books 
in the latter shape. So far this year subscribers 
to the Library hav received “Paine Vindicated,” 
by Colonel Ingersoll, price 15 cents; the “ Oreg- 
tion of God,” by Dr. Hartmann, price 50 cents; 
the “Resurrection of Jesus,” by Don Allen, price 


‘visitors’ time. 


The Episcopal Church. 

When ecclesiastical thieves fall out honest people 
get their dues of correct information about church 
matters. Rev. Henry A. Adams, formerly rector of 
St. Paul’s Episcopal church, New York city, and 
later of the Church of the Redeemer, of the same 
place, has joined the Roman Catholic church. In a 
letter which will be published he givs his reasons 
for his change of heart. He writes: “ Without a 
parallel in history the parish system of the Prot- 
estant Episcopal church stands at this time the 
most stupendous and ridiculous monstrosity in 
Christendom. With a rector ‘called’ by a vestry 
made up of the rich men of the place—a rector in- 
timidated, harassed, made by his very tenure impo- 
tent, the hired mouthpiece of ‘this vestry of rich 
men, sometimes immoral, often ignorant, usually 
officious, always in the way—here he is to teach 
these rich masters of his what they already know 
and like. . He is to conduct services as they direct. 
He is to tolerate and indorse any abomination 
which may hav been (and usually is) established in 
the parish. He is to belie himself, his message, 
God’s very work for peace’s sake. And they are the 
‘successful’ rectors (poor dumb slaves) who hav 
been able to keep everybody happy, and questions 
and ideas of a-disturbing nature in the dark. Again, 
in her relations to the poor, in her spirit of equivo- 
cating coquetry toward the sects, in her judicial 
system, in her no policy, in her utter lack of dis- 
ciplin, coherence, esprit du corps, in her vacilla- 
tion, failure, pretensions, she crushes out of earnest 
men their faith in her as the divinely planned and 
ruled.” 

On the other hand, the Episcopal church is con- 
tinually saying things equally uncomplimentary 
about the Catholic. We believe both speakers to 


be correct. l 
A Description of the World’s Fair.—Illus 
trated. 


We hav printed Mr. Putnam’s letters from Chi- 
cago in’a pamphlet called “Pen Pictures of the 
World’s Fair.” These letters hav been highly com- 
mended, and deservedly so, for the descriptions are 
veritable poenis, and all the statements are as 
accurate as official information can make them. 
Those who go to the Fair will find the book ex- 
ceedingly useful, for Mr. Putnam has laid it all out 
from beginning to end, and the book will save 
Those who read it will know what 
to see, and where the sights are. It contains as 
much information as is possible to crowd into a 
work of its limit. It is illustrated with a bird’s-eye 
view of the Fair, giving visitors a general idea of 


40 cents; “Crimes of Preachers,” price 25 cents; 
the “ Handbook of Freethought,” by W. S. Bell, 
price 50 cents ; “ Religion a Curse,” by 8. P. Put- 
nam, price 25 cents; “ Design Argument Fallacies,” 
price 15 cents; “ Pen Pictures of the World’s Fair,” ` 
making two dollars and forty-five cents’ worth in 
five months. J. E. Remsburg’s “ Abraham Lincoln : 
Was He a Christian ?” will be ready next week, and 
other books besides arein preparation. One of these, 
we may mention, is “Progress and Pleasure,” by 
A. M. Lorentz, LL.B., of which further notice 
will shortly be made. Send $3 and receive at 
once the books already published, and, as they ap- 
pear, those which will be published between now 
and January, '94. 


Minor Mentions. 


“The power of religion” is its social organism, 
but its weakness is its war with truth. 

If God were a female there are a whole lot of 
married men who would not dare to be caught in 
the attitude of prayer. 

It is easy for a preacher to lie about an Infidel’s 
death-bed, because he is dead. 

David may hav been “a man after God’s own 
heart,” but he was nevertheless a very dangerous 
man to society, and it was absolutely unsafe in those 
days to go away and leave a handsome wife at home 
alone even in the daytime. 

It is unkindness amounting to ridicule for In- 
fidels to inquire how Moses could write an account 
of his eminently select private burial so long after 
it took place. ; 

If our dear savior were to travel through Ten- 
nessee and steal corn on Sunday he would be 
promptly arrested and thrown into jail; not for 
petit larceny, but for the crime of Sabbath-break- 


ing. 

We do not care to be “led by the side of the 
still waters” like a jackass with a string around his 
neck, nor to “lie down in the green pastures ” and 
sleep like a fat wether. There is always danger 
that the party who “leadeth” and “maketh” is 


getting us ready for the block. 


As soon as religion can conform itself to science, 
so as not to boycott and hinder progress, the world 
will hav a “big boom,” and a lot of the people 
who hav “gone before” will want to come back. 

How the people of the world are advancing ;.in 
our savior’s time it was only the most intelligent and 
learned who could grasp his beautiful doctrins of 
total depravity, hell, infant damnation, and the di- 
viding of families tor his sake. Now these are doc- 
trins at the bottom of the tub, and only the most 
ignorant can get down low enough to accept them 
as true. 

The Bible givs many illustrious examples of how 
to deceive others, but that of Jacob receiving Esau’s 
blessing from Isaac is one of the slickest imposi- 
tions which God ever thought of. 
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Gommunications. 


Why I Do Not Like the God and Religion of 
i ~ My Parents. 


It is true my father and mother had a god they 
- worshiped; but he was a Jewish god, manufactured 
by heathens thousands of years ago, and clothed 
by John Wesley & Co. in second-hand clothing. 
I did not fancy their god. He was, according to 
. all accounts given of himi, too cruel and vindictiv. 
He would get angry at the work of his own hands 
and knock it all out. He would curse nations of 
people and order their destruction—men, women, 
and children—and permit his wrath to extend to 
the dumb brutes.. And although he made all peo- 
ple, yet he had a favorit people. He was partial 
toward his children, yet was not possessed of suffi- 
cient intelligence to know one of his favorits unless 
they were circumcised. And he was so blind that 
he could not walk in the camp of Israel after night 
for fear “he might step, therein.” 

He made the figtree to bear fruit in season, then 
damned it for not bearing fruit out of season. 

He was so weak that he wrestled all night with a 
mortal without being enabled to overcome him, and 
possessed not power and skill sufficient to over- 
come a people possessed of chariots of iron. 

The United States, with her fleet of ironclads, is 
safe; she can defy him. 

He was mean enough to hand over his faithful 
servant Job to the devil to be persecuted and tor- 
mented, and his children to be destroyed, without 
fault or sin. And ‘while pretending to be a kind 
father and a merciful God, he made a hell from 
which the smoke of torment should ascend forever. 

He made and constivuted the organs of reason, 

then damned one to this hell of torment forever for 
using his reason. He so organized the mind of 
man that it could not believe a lie or an impossi- 
bility, then damned him to this hell of torment for 
the want of faith. 
- He was so cruel that, although one of his chil- 
dren should possess ninety and nine virtues, if he 
lacked the hundredth, it availed him naught; he 
must be sent to this hell of torment forever. 

He would kill and destroy thousands of innocent 
people for the sins of their ruler, when he himself 
had appointed that ruler. 

He would make that a sin which could not possi- 
bly be asin. He made man subject to a nature, 
then made it the duty of his life to crucify that 
nature. 

He claimed the meanest cutthroat, robber, and 
murderer that ever disgraced a throne as one after 
his own heart. 

He was such a botch that he was compelled to 
become a bastard mortal, and liv thirty years in ob- 
scurity and toil, and die an ignominious death upon 
the cross, to patch up his own ill-begotten work. 

Then he did it in sucha manner that when nearly 
two thousand years hav passed no two people be- 
lieve it alike, and four hundred million of his creat- 
ures never heard of ‘him—and they are blessed if 
they never do. He was so cruel that he always re- 
quired the blood of innocence to appease his wrath. 

He always visited his punishments upon the 
people in such a manner that the innocent suffered 
for the acts of the guilty. He suffered falsehood and 
corruption to dwell in high places, while the truth- 
ful dwelt in poverty and rags. For these and many 
other reasons I did not fancy the God of my 
parents. 

I did not fancy the religion of my parents, be- 
cause it required too much valuable time in preach- 
ing, singing, shouting, praying, groaning, and the 
exercise of too much hypocrisy, deceit, fraud, and 
sycophancy. 

It was the worship of a crucified God, and those 
raised and taught such worship, when they be- 
came zealous, were all the time wanting to crucify 
some one else. They possessed noleniency toward 

. anyone that differed with them. They were taught 
to believe that God would damn all who differed with 
them, and as God would damn them hereafter they 
were but assisting God and doing their Christian 
duty in anticipating God in his work. 

I did not fancy the religion of my parents, be- 
cause common sense taught me that the whole thing 
was alie and a fraud from the beginning, and a 
curse to the human family; that religion was not 
necessary to man’s happiness ; that it was all super- 
stition and a waste of one’s valuable time to fool 

with it. 

I could not see that it made people any better. I 
found about one thousand of God's ministers of his 
holy gospel in the different penitentiaries of the 

- Union for crimes of various kinds, yet nary In- 
fidel. . 

Of the thousands hanged for crime, I found all 


confessed upon the gallows to having been raised 
by pious parents. I could find no Infidels upon 
the gallows and none in the penitentiaries. So I 

could not see that religion made people any better. 

And when I read in God’s holy word that the 
bones of the saints and his holy prophets, who had 
followed and worshiped him all their days, should, 
by his orders, be cast upon the ground to remain 
as dung forever, I could see but little reward for 
serving such a God. See Jere. viii, 1, 2. 

I learn from ancient history that the world was 
highly civilized when pagan Christianity appeared 
as Communism and destroyed the civilization of all 
people where it could—destroyed all libraries, all 
temples, fine buildings, and works of art, and drove 
man back to barbarism. Anyone pretending to 
know otherwise than was taught by the priest must 
die. There were no courts but ecclesiastic. The 
rule of the priest was supreme. 

The people, instead of. dressing in fine linen and 
dwelling in good houses, were compelled to dress 
in rags, and dwell in mud hovels, without ventila- 
tion, until one pest after another destroyed millions 
who suffered for the want of sanitary comforts. 

And when poor humanity could stand it no 
longer and sought for freedom, then the persecu- 
tions of the church commenced and within a few 
short years fully fifty millions of people were 
killed, destroyed, or banished, and their estates 
confiscated to the church. This religion preached 
the dirty lie that “woman brought sin in the world, 
and degraded, persecuted, and enslaved her in con- 
sequence until her offspring became degenerate, 
enfeebled in mind and body, until the superstition 
taught the people became almost their nature. 
And now millions of poor deluded, gulled, and 
superstitious people are traveling through life with 
this great load heaped upon them, until they are 
actually afraid to think. They suffer the priest. to 
do their thinking, and they pass through their 
miserable lives trembling with fear of dropping 
into a burning hell. Many thousands go de- 
ranged. Our asylums are filled with these poor 
deluded, religious lunatics. Could humanity hav 
had a greater curse heaped upon it? 

I prefer no religion to this. But to be fashion- 
able and say I had a religion, I determined that it 
should be my duty to make my neighbor happy; 
and if I got him happy, and was not so myself, then 
I determined to do penance by washing and putting 
on clean garments. 

Ido not fancy the Christian religion, because it 
bears upon its face neither reason nor common 
sense, but on the contrary, every evidence of 
fraud, ignorance, and superstition, and portrays God 
as malicious, cruel, and vindictiv, visiting the sins 
of the parents upon the children to the third and 
fourth generation, and portrays God as one dealing 
in mysterious hocuspocus and legerdemain tricks 
only understood and to be explained by the priests, 
self-constituted vicegerents of his will upon earth; 
and while holding man accountable in faith to 
things he knows to be false, punishes him as a free 
agent because he could not possess faith in a thing 
his every faculty- of reason and common -sense 
taught him to be a fraud. 

I do not fancy the Christian religion because it 
comes to us through the hands of the priests, who, 
experience has taught us to our. sorrow, were all 
cunning knaves, ever ready to lie, cheat, and de- 
fraud in the interest of their supposed God. 


Ido not like the Christian religion, because it- 


belies God, and destroys his attributes of goodness 
and purity, and portrays him” as a monster of evil 
and cruelty. 

Butis there a God? If so, where is he? And 
if one God, may there. not be millions of them? and 
yet so far apart that they are unacquainted with 
each other’s existence. 

There is certainly no end to space, and as space 
has existed always, and time has had plenty of time 
to make almost anything, if a God rules the sun 
and system of worlds revolving around it, and as 
many of these worlds are much larger than this, it 
is reasonable to suppose that the same, causes that 
peopled this world hav also peopled the others, 
and perhaps with much finer material. If a God 
rules all these worlds, he did not possess time 
to fool with the fall and redemption of man in this. 
If a God, suppose he should conclude to travel 
through space some billion miles beyond his system 
of worlds, might ke not find other gods and other 
worlds much larger than his own? And I think it 
likely that his majesty has been off upon such a 
journey for some thousands of years or more. At 
least, with all the tricks of the theologians, they are 
unable to locate him. When he returns I hope he 
will giv us an account of his journey. 

Ido not want it given to the priests nor to his 
chosen people, but to us plebeians. I am tired of 
receiving his messages second-hand. Well, it is 


r 


hard to persuade me that God ever gave any mes- 
sage to man outside of a natural law. And as like’ 
causes always produce like effects, I am not posi- 
tivly convinced that there is any God. 

The elements of nature—as matter, and electricity 
as force—I think are about as near to God as one will 
get during the present priesthood; but as it is 
fashionable to hava God, please do not hav one 
smaller than my pattern. 

Now, I conceive it the duty of. every human 


being to study well to find and know the canse. I 


do not acknowledge myself responsible to God for 
any talents I may possess, because all were acquired 
by my own exertion. God gave me nothing but my 
nature, and evolution i is father to all I possess. I 
take no man’s word for anything. I study well to 
find and know the cause. 

Superstition, priestcraft, and the cunning dupli 
ity of designing man hav cursed the world long 
enough. For thousands of ages man has been 
gulled and ruled by the crafty tricks of the know- 
ing ones. 

Tricksters, . superstitious knaves, hav. taught the 
worship of snakes, toads, lizards, oxen, goats, bulls, 
rams, lambs, rocks, rivers, idols of many kinds, fire- 
worship, sun-worship, and man-worship.. And 
strange, all gods get angry, and nothing will 
appease their wrath but blood, blood. Some idiots 
possess a god of brass with horns of steel sitting 
upon a throne with wrath belching fire, death, and 
damnation upon all his enemies—just as though a 
god could hav an enemy. And to appease the 
wrath of their god they must sacrifice some inno- 
cent thing. Their god can only smile when smell- 
ing the sweet-scented flavor of the blood of 
innocence. 

Oh, what gods to love! They might be. feared, 

but certainly never loved. The Jews had just such 
a God. The Christians adopted him and pretend 
to love him, but I think they but fear his hell. 
- Christos was a Hindoo god worshiped as the son 
of god by a virgin, Maya, thousands of years be- 
fore the birth of the pretended Christ, and he was 
said “to hav been crucified between two thieves for 
pretending to be the son of god and calling many 
people after him.” 

Hessus was worshiped in the West'as the son of 
god byavirgin. These two religions embraced the 
then civilized world. 

A certain enterprising individual traveled all over 
the East and studied all religions of which he could 
hear. He studied the religion of Christos, or Christ: 
na, often called Christana. He became a convert 
and returned West and established many churches, 
to whom he wrote many epistles. These churches 
were known as Christos, or Christanas, often called 
Christian. This church organizer. and - great 
apostle of Christos was called by some Apollo, by 
some Apollonius, by others Saul, by others Paul, and 
finally sainted by the Christians and called “St. 
Paul.” This man brought many Christian writings 
from the East, from which was manufactured the 
New Testament. A certain set wanted to form a 
new religion, which should be supported by the 
state, and hoped to make it universal, and with its 
aid bind together the Roman empire, then falling 
to pieces. They took Constantine into their con- 
fidence and placed him at the head of the ñew re- 
ligion, and he forced it upon mankind with the- 
sword. 

They took the writings of the priests of Christos, 
including those of St. Paul, and changed the names 
and scenes from India to Judea. They held con- 
ferences with the Druid priests of the West 
and agreed to worship one god, who. should be 
called “ Hesus Christos.” This Hesus Christos in 
time, by translation or design, became Jesus Christ. 
No such person as Jesus Christ ever lived. The 
thing is all of héathen origin, pure paganism, from 
the sun-worshipers of the East. 

And no greater curse has ever befallen the hu- 
man family than Christianity, for it stopped short 
all intellectual advancement. All knowledge, all 
advancement, must stop with “Christ crucified.” 
If there is a God, why not giv him credit for pos- 
sessing as ‘much intelligence as a mortal? And if 
a mortal should be such a botch as to havto become 
a bastard, and worry and toil for thirty years in 
obscurity, then die an ignominious death upon the 
cross, to grease the wheels of his machine to make 
it run, everyone would call him a fool. Now 
Christianity calls God just such a fool, and then 
pictures him as possessing all knowledge; and as a 
merciful God, yet the author of hell, the devil, and 
eternal torment. From such Gods please excuse me. 
I want none of them in mine. 

I think, beyond all controversy, the Christian 
religion is founded upon as superstitious and fool- 
ish a story as was ever concocted or repeated by 
anyone pretending to ordinary sense or intelli- 
gence. If there is such a thing as blaspheming the 
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deity, this story of the ‘fall and redemption of 
man gets tnere. ee 

_. The early Christians appeared as Communists. 
They claimed their God as having been “born in a 
stable, and as having not where to lay his head.” 
Consequently “his followers should not strive to 
liv better than their God.” They refused their 
followers the right to wash the food they ate. They 
refused all sanitary comforts. They permitted no 
one to learn the alphabet but the priests. 

Le Cassid, Fla. W. B. Ravrorp, M.D. 
(TO BE CONTINUED.) 


The Sunday Question. 


Is it right to sell ice on Sunday? Is it right for 
clergymen to draw pay for preaching on Sunday? 

Is it right for a man to enjoy himself on Sun- 
day? To hav some ice-cream or eat a watermelon on 
the Sun’s Day ? : 

Every intelligent person knows, whose opinion is 
worth knowing, that the New Testament never 
gave any sanction to a puritanical observance of a 
Sabbath day. Even if it had done so, it would hav 
no binding effect on the state. i 

In one of the papers I received to-day the editor 
thus expressed himself: 

When certain of the Pharisees said to the disciples of 
Jesus the same things that are said to-day to the 
directors of the World’s Fair: : 

‘Why do ye that which is not lawful to do on the Sab- 
bath day?” A 

Jesus answering them said: 

‘¢ What man shall there be among you that shall hav 
one sheep, and if it fall into a pit on the Sabbath day, 
will not lay hold on it and lift it out? ; 

** How much then isa man bettér than asheep? Where- 
fore it is lawful to do well on the Sabbath day. 

‘t The Sabbath was made for man, and not man for the 
Sabbath. 

Fy ere the son of man is lord also of the Sab- 
ath. 

‘The Christians of the first century abolished the Sab- 
bath and introduced Sunday as a sacred day; and their 
Sunday was not a day of rest, but a remembrance of 
Christ’s resurrection. The Christians of our time. how- 
ever, know not how to celebrate theday. Although they 
believé in the myth of the resurrection, Christ hee not 
risen in their souls. 

The name-Christians revive the old pagan notion 
that the Sunday is to be regarded as a dies ater, an 
ominous day on which it is not. advisable to under- 

‘take anything. They make of a man a slave of 
Sunday ; they close places of harmless pleasure and 
useful information, and in such efforts they find a 
strong. support by men of evil enterprises, who 
offer to the people more spicy and less innocent 
amusements. Must Christ come again to repeat 
the question: “Is it lawful on the Sabbath day to 
do good or to do evil—to save life or destroy life ?” 

Is“ there anyone who doubts that museums, 
libraries, and the World’s Fair furnish recreation 
which exercises a strong influence for good upon 

` the development of man’s mind? They provide a 


wholesome mental food, educating without the toil: 


of study, and broadening our views. They are not 
idle pleasures; they are building up and life-saving, 
and Christ teaches that it is right to heal, to help, 
and to save on the Sabbath. Pe 
Some of the early Christians continued to cele- 
brate the Sabbath after the Jewish fashion, and 
the Apostle St. Paul suffered them to do so; yet 
he insisted vigorously upon liberty in such matters. 
We read in the epistle to the Romans: ‘“‘One man 
esteemeth one day above another; another esteem- 
eth every day alike. Let every man be fully per- 
suaded in his own mind. He that regardeth the 
day regardeth it unto the Lord; and he that re- 
gardeth not the day to the Lord he doth not 
regard it.” - In his letter to the Galatians, however, 
who piously abstained from the desecration of 
the Sabbath, the Apostle writes: “ Ye observe 
. days, and months, and times, and years. I am 
afraid of you, lest I hay bestowed upon you labor 
in vain.” 
A wrong conception of the Sabbath is an indica- 
tion of paganism; wherever paganism preveils the 
spirit of true Christianity bestows his labors in vain. 


We object to a wrong usage of Sunday, as if it | 
We protest. 
against the barbaric regulations belonging to pre- | 


were the Sabbath of the Pharisees. 


Christian ages, which bav been given up by all Chris- 


tian nations with the sole exception of the English, 


who in the beginning of the Middle Ages dug them 


out of the misunderstood religious traditions of a, 


remote past. 


We want a Sunday, but not such a Pharisaical ` 


Sabbath as is foisted upon the nation by modern 
Pharisees. We want a day of rest, of recreation, 
of edification, and not that superstitious far niente, 
which means a cessation of all wholesome activity. 
_ We want a liberal, a religious, a spiritual, and truly 
. Christian Sunday. , 

The division of time into periods of seven days 
can be traced to the earlier shepherds and moon- 
` worshipers. And doubtless the Sabbath was bor- 


rowed from the heathens and incorporated in the 
ecclesiastical polity of the Jews. Among them it 
was observed in various ways, according to the 
whims or religious prejudice of those in power. 

The religious observance of certain days is a 
policy that has always been sought to be used in 
an arbitrary manner by ecclesiastics. 

The Sabbath was designated in the Old Testa- 
ment, before it was made subservient to the priest- 
hood by religionists, “a day of joy and delight” 
(Isa. lviii, 13). The words in Isaiah are translated in 
our version “by doing thy pleasure.” Scholars in- 
form us that the Hebrew words in the passage in 
reality mean “doing thy work,” exactly correspond- 
ing to “our affairs,” “business.” 

Now, let it be observed that in all the discourses 
attributed to Jesus, he nowhere enjoins the observ- 
ance of the Sabbath. People who claim to be 
zealous followers of Christ should remember this 
and not make themselvs ridiculous by trying to 
enforce in his name precepts which he never taught. 

Besides, the idea that deity is displeased at what 
man does on one day more than another is making 
a wrong use of reason. A. A. Bett, M.D. 

Madison, Ga. 


God’s Failure at Man-making. 


It cannot be that nature’s holy God, 
With power and wisdom infinit, . 

Would meke his work so poor and bad a job 
As to end in dark oblivion, endless night. 


Nor would it help this dark and dread relation 
If semi-Infidelity were true: 

If half the race end in annihilation, 
Then God, the maker, lost one-half his crew. 


And lost them why? Because a little devil, 
Made by his own almighty will and hand, 

By a revolt became sin’s great evangel 
To guide the third of heaven’s celestial band. 


Then down to earth he came, to Eden’s bower, 
And here inspired a snake to do his will; 
And thus seduced by his satanic power 
The race in federal loins that moment fell. 


The snake at this time on his tail did walk, 
But how he did it I could never tell, 

For so he stood when he and Eve did talk, 
And thus he triumphed when the races fell. 


At evening God to Eden’s bower came back, 
For he’d been pone awhile, the record says— 
Perhaps to view his work or feed his flocks, 
As other farmers spend their hours and days. 


When Adam heard his footsteps in the shade 
He hied himself behind an apple tree, 

For he had learned of God to be afraid, 
For he had sinned—eat of the fruit, you see. 


‘* Adam, O Adam! where are you?” God said, 
“í I am naked,” Adam said, ‘‘ behind this tree; 
To hav you see me I was sore afraid, 
For I’m a spectacle from head to knee.” 


* You ate the apple and I’ve found it out, 
Which I forbade you in my grand decree.” 
And from that moment God began to pout, 
And pout he will to ali eternity. 


’Tis true bis son came down to stop the pout, 
But vnly saved a few from Satan’s power; 

So o’er his failure God will ever pout 
Through endless cycles on forevermore. 


` Poor Adam, he had made an awful fall 
Deep down to darkest ignorance from light; 
Ere that he did not know himself at all, 
And now he finds himself in an awful plight. 


Oh, happy day, when Satan did defy, 
‘And Adam taught that God the father lied; 
For though he sinned, he knew he would not die, 
And on this certain proof he would confide. 


Another thing he learned of this old deyil, 
By eating fruit he learned both good and evil, 
And so through earth his progress still plods 
In knowledge vast as any of their Gods. 


Now here we close this simple, foolish story— 
Its origin an Eastern allegory— 

A tale at which all science now revolts; 

And human reason at its threshold halts, 

A tale that libels both the God and devil. 

And ioads our race with all its dreadful evil. 


- IRENE LORRAINE Cowan. . 


Thomas Paine Honored at the World’s Fair. 


On Monday, the 10th inst., I went down to the | 
Fair in company with B. A. Roloson, a true Free- | 


thinker from Delpho, O. This time I went ona 


special mission entrusted to me by a valued friend | 


of our cause, whose name I am not at liberty now 
to divulge. Some pictures of Paine had been 
loaned to the government, and I went to learn 
something of their disposition. After a short search 


in the Government Building, among the exhibit il- 


lustrativ of the Revolution of America we at last 
found two pictures of the Author-Hero of that great 
event in human history. The pictures may be found 
in the State Department, on the right of the peristyle 
leading from the central rotunda. Here are two 
pictures—one large painting and a steel engraving. 
Both of them, I believe, are by Romney. Thelarge 


painting bears a card with this inscription: “ Thomas 
Paine, first Secretary of Committee of Foreign Af- 
fairs, author of ‘ Rights of Man,’ ‘ Common Sense,’ 
etc., etc. Loaned by Moncure Daniel Conway.” | 
Side by side with this illustrious hero are placed 
the pictures of Jefferson, Franklin, Morris, and 
others of foreign birth who gave their services to 
America in that great and memorable struggle for 
a nation’s liberty. This very action of the Exposi- 
tion authorities confesses the connection of Thomas 
Paine with the Revolutionary movement; they hav 
given to him a place of honor, but alas! how few 
there are yet that know the true value of his labors 
for America’s freedom ; how few there are who can 
realize the vast service he rendered our country. 
Yet like a monarch he looks down upon us from 
his place in. the gallery, the tender, winning 
| smile calculated to move the heart with reverence 
and respect for his memory. The pictures so far 
hav attracted considerable attention. .Sometimes 
a bigoted religious fanatic will make some demon- 
stration of disapproval, and again others will gaze 
upon it with reverence. During the conversation I 
had with Mr. Hunt, the manager of this department, 
he told me that he watched the people with consider- 
able interest as they approached this collection. 
Upon one occasion he assured me that an old gen- 
tleman gazed at the picture for a moment, then 
reading the card that is placed in the frame, 
he Jearned who the original of the picture was. He 
then stepped back a pace, took off his hat, and mak- 
ing a profound bow before the picture, reverently 
uttered that single word “Paine.” ‘Tis but a 
single name, and yet how great has that name be- 
come; and it is destined to become greater still. 
Freethinkers visiting the Fair should not fail to see 
these pictures; they are easily found, and should 
you not see them, inquire for them at the little 
table in the State Department. Remember they are 
in the Government Building, right underneath the 
pictures of the secretaries of state 
Inquire for them anyway, and show the officials 
that sufficient interest is taken in the memory of 
Paine that you wish to see them while you are here. 
Joun R. CHARLESWORTH, 
Sec. Freethought Federation of America. 


The Rising Generation Tired of Religion. 
An orthodox minister went from one town to 
another in a Western state lately, both of them 
supposed to be very orthodox communities. In his 
sermon in the town to which he went as visitor he 
said that the church college in the town where he 
then lived had fifteen hundred students, sons of 
pious parents, and not one of the students could 
repeat the 'Ten Commandments to save his life, and 
if told to turn to a chapter in Genesis they would 
just as likely turn to Revelation, as they.did not 
know one end of the Bible from the other. It ig 
the custom of the students of the Missouri State 
University at Columbia to choose by ballot the per- 
son who shall address them at the commencement. 
One year the faculty was greatly disgusted to find 
that after the most faithful religious teaching for 
the past session a majority of the ballots had the 
name of “Bob Ingersoll” on them. But the 
faculty as a returning board threw out the votes. 
Two ministers are responsible for the statement 
that only five per cent of the young men in the 
United States belong to the church. The records 
of matrimonial agencies are confirmatory of this. 
| The men all want women who do not belong to any 
church, and many of the women who belong to the 
orthodox churches are careful to say that they hold 
] broad or liberal views. Darwin would call that an 
| important factor in natural selection. 
| Ina school founded by a pious gentleman for 
the purpose of instilling religious principles into 
the students along with secular education, the stu- 
dents seem to a casual observer to be so pious that 
“butter wouldn’t melt in their mouths,” but those 
who know them better say that they are constantly 
reading and circulating among themselvs the works 
-of Ingersoll. 


Random Notes. 

There is no Christian so perfect that he cannot 
see some fault in his neighbors. 

Can it be possible that anybody will be so happy 
in the next world that they will not sigh for a 
change of climate ? i 

Presbyterian babies who die in infancy are now 
compelled to go to heaven. This radical change in 
God's modus operandi may signify more than we 
would suspect at first blush. — 

Brother Talmage is said to be a great theological 
gymnast, but withal he has never been able to giv 
the inquiring public a sufficient reason why an ass 
should be permitted to speak in the presence of the 
Lord while hig master keeps silence. 
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Colonel Ingersoll Concerning the Chinese. 


[In the North American Review for July appear arti- 
cles for and avainst the exclusion of the Chinese. The 
following are extracts from what Colonel Ingersoll says 
against excluding them. Copies of the Review contain- 
ing both articles entire, 50 cents. ] 

The average American, like the average man of 
any country, has but little imagination. People 
who speak a different language, or worship some 
other god, or wear clothing unlike his own, are be- 
yond the horizon of his sympathy. He cares but 
little or nothing for the sufferings or misfortunes 
of those who are of a different complexion or of 
another race.. His imagination is not powerful 
enough to recognize the human being, in spite of 
peculiarities. Instead of this he looks upon every 
difference as an evidence of inferiority, and-for the 
inferior he has but little if any feeling. If these 


“inferior people” claim equal rights he feels in- 


sulted, and for the purpose of establishing his own 
superiority tramples on the rights of the so-called 
inferior. 

In our own country the native has always con- 
sidered himself as much better than the immigrant, 
and as far superior to all people of a different 
complexion. At one time our people hated the 
Trish, then the Germans, then the Italians, and now 
the Chinese. The Irish and Germans, however, 
became numerous. They became citizens, and, 
most important of all, they had votes. They com- 
bined, became powerful, and the political parties 
sought their aid. They had something to give in 
exchange for protection—in exchange for political 
rights. In consequence of this they were flattered 
_ by candidates, praised by the political press, and 
became powerful enough not only to protect them- 
selves but at last to govern the principal cities in 
the United States. Asa matter of fact the Irish 
and Germans drove the native Americans out of the 


trades and from the lower forms of labor. They 
built the railways and canals. They became ser- 
vants. Afterwards the Irish and the Germans 


were driven from the canals and railways by the 
Italians. 

The Irish and Germans improved their condition. 
They went into other businesses, into the higher 
and more lucrative trades. They entered the pro- 
fessions, turned their attention to politics, became 
merchants, brokers, and professors in colleges. 
They are not now building railroads or digging on 
public works. They are contractors, legislators, 
holders of office, and the Italians and Chinese are 
doing the old work. 

If matters had been allowed to work in the 
natural way, without the interference of mobs or 
legislators, the Chinese would have driven the 
Italians to better employments, and all menial 
labor would, in time, be done by the Mongolians. 

In olden times each nation hated all others. 
This was considered natural and patriotic. Spain, 
after many centuries of war, expelled the Moors, 
then the Moriscoes, and then the Jews. And 
Spain, in the name of religion and patriotism, suc- 
ceeded in driving from its territory its industry, its 
taste and its intelligence, and by these mistakes 
became poor, ignorant and weak. France started 
on the same path when the Huguenots were ex- 
pelled, and even England at one time deported the 
Jews. In those days a difference of race or 
religion was sufficient to justify any absurdity and 
any cruelty. 

In our country, as a matter of fact, there is but 
little prejudice against emigrants coming from 
Europe, except among naturalized citizens; but 
nearly all foreign-born citizens are united in their 
prejudice against the Chinese. The truth is that 
the Chinese came to this country by invitation. ... 

These Chinese laborers are inoffensive, peaceable, 
and law-abiding. They are honest, keeping their 
contracts, doing as they agree. They are exceed- 
ingly industrious, always ready to work, and al- 
ways giving satisfaction to their employers. They 
do not interfere with other people. They cannot 
become citizens. They have no voice in the making 
orin the execution of the laws. They attend to 
their own business. They have their own ideas, 
customs, religion, and ceremonies—about as foolish 
as our own; but they do not try to make converts 
nor to force their dogmas on others. They are pa- 
tient, uncomplaining, stoical, and philosophical. 
They earn what they can, giving reasonable value 
for the money they receive, and as a rule, when 
they have amassed a few thousand dollars, they go 
back to their own country. They do not interfere 
with our ideas, our ways, or customs. They are 

silent workers, toiling without any object, except 
to do their work and get their pay. They do not 
establish saloons and run for Congress. Neither 


do they combine for the purpose of governing 


others. Of all the people on our soil they are the 
least meddlesome. Some of them smoke opium, 


but the opium-smoker does not beat his wife. 
Some of them play games of chance, but they are 
not members of the Stock Exchange. They eat 
the bread that they earn; they neither beg nor 
steal, but they are of no use to parties or politicians 
except a3 they become fuel to supply the flame of 
prejudice. They are not citizens, and they cannot 
vote. Their employers are about the only friends 
they have. 

In the Pacific States the lowest became their 
enemies and asked for their expulsion. They de- 
nounced the Chinese and those who gave them 
work. The patient followers of Confucius were 
treated as outcasts—stoned by boys in the streets 
and mobbed by the fathers. Few seemed to have 
any respect for their rights or their feelings. They 
were unlike us. They wore different clothes. They 
dressed their hair in a peculiar way, and therefore 
they were beyond our sympathies. These ideas, 
these practices, demoralized many communities ; 
the laboring people became cruel and the small 
politicians infamous. 3 : 

Both of the great political parties pandered to 
the leaders of the crusade against the Chinese for 
the sake of electoral votes, and in the Pacific States 
the friends of the Chinese were forced to keep still 
or to publicly speak contrary to their convictions. 
The orators of the “Sand Lots” were in power, 
and the policy of the whole country was dictated 
by the most ignorant and prejudiced of our citizens. 
Both of the great parties ratified the outrages com- 
mitted by the mobs, and proceeded with alacrity to 
violate the treaties and solemn obligations of the 
government. These treaties were violated, these 
obligations were denied, and thousands of China- 
men were deprived of their rights, of their prop- 
erty, and hundreds were maimed or murdered. 
They were driven from their homes. They were 
hunted like wild beasts. All this was done in a 
country that sends missionaries to China to tell the 
benighted savages of the blessed religion of the 
United States. 


At first a demand was made that the Chinese 
should be driven out, then that no others should be 
allowed to come, and laws with these objects in 
view were passed, in spite of the treaties, prevent- 
ing the coming of anymore. For a time that satis- 
fied the hater of the Mongolian. Then came a de- 
mand for more stringent legislation, so that many 
of the Chinese already here could be compelled to 
leave. The answer or response to this demand is 
what is known as the Geary Law. 


If we were at war with China then we might le- 
gally consider every Chinaman as an enemy, but we 
were and are at peace with that country. The Geary 
Act was passed by Congress and signed by the Presi- 
dentsimply for the sake of votes. The Democrats in 
Congress voted for it to save the Pacific States to 
the Democratic column; and a Republican Presi- 
dent signed it so that the Pacific States should vote 
the Republican ticket. Principle was forgotten, or 
rather it was sacrificed in the hope of political suc- 
cess. It was then known, as now, that China is a 
peaceful nation, that it does not believe in war as a 
remedy, that it relies on negotiation and treaty. It 
is also known that the Chinese in this country were 
helpless, without friends, without power to defend 
themselves. It is possible that many members of 
Congress voted in favor of the Act believing that 
the Supreme Court would hold it unconstitutional, 
and that in the meantime it might be politically 
useful. ee 

The Chinese are not driven away because there is 
no room for them. Our country is not crowded. 
There are many millions of acres waiting for the 
plow. There is plenty of room here under our flag 
for five hundred millions of people. These Chinese 
that we wish to oppress and imprison are people 
who understand the art of irrigation. They can 
redeem the deserts. They are the best of gardeners. 
They are modest and willing to occupy the lowest 
seats. They only ask to be day laborers, washers, 
and ironers. They are willing to sweep and scrub. 
They are good cooks. They can clear lands and 
build railroads. They do not ask to be masters— 
they wish only to serve. Inevery capacity they are 
faithful; but in this country their virtues have made 
enemies, and they are hated because of their pa- 
tience, their honesty, and their industry. 

The Geary Law, however, failed to provide the 
ways and means for carrying it into effect, so that 
the probability is it will remain a dead letter upon 
the statute book. The sum of money required to 
carry it out is too large, and the law fails to create 
the machinery and name the persons authorized to 
deport the Chineze. Neither is there any mode of 
trial pointed out. According to the law there need 
be no indictment by a Grand Jury, no trial by a 
jury, and the person found guilty of being here 
without a certificate of residence can be imprisoned 


and treated as a felon without the ordinary forms 
of trial. 

The Congress that passed it is the same that 
closed the gates of the World’s Fair on the “blessed 
Sabbath,” thinking it wicked to look at statues and 
pictures on that day. These representatives of the 
people seem to have had more piety than principle. 

After the passage of such a law by the United 
States is it not indecent for us to send missionaries 
to China? Is there not work enough for them at 
home? We send ministers to China to convert the 
heathen; but when we find a Chinaman on our soil, 
where he can be saved by our example, we treat him 
as a criminal. . . . 

Our government is founded on the equality of 
human rights—on the idea, the sacred truth, that 
all are entitled to life, liberty, and the pursuit of 
happiness.. Our country is an asylum for the op- 
pressed of all nations—of all races. Here, the 
government gets its power from the consent of the 
governed. After the abolition of slavery these 
great truths were not only admitted, but they 
found expression in our Constitution and laws. 

Shall we now go back to barbarism ? 

Russia is earning the hatred of the civilized 
world by driving the Jews from their homes. But 
what can the United States say? Our mouths are 
closed by the Geary Law. We are in the same 
business. Our law is as inhuman as the order or 
ukase of the Czar. e 
. Let us retrace our steps, repeal the law, and ac- 
complish what we justly desire by civilized means. 
Let us treat China as we would England; and, 
above all, let us respect the rights of men. 

R. Q. INGERSOLL. 


Colonel Ingersoll on Sunday Tyranny. 


There has long been on the statute books of the 
state of New Jersey a law against Sunday fishing. 
In fact, it was one of the old “Blue laws” that had 
become practically inoperativ, but last winter 
somebody at Trenton got it reénacted with a 
clause fixing the penalty at $25 instead of $1. In 
spite of the well-recognized fact that seventy-five 
per cent of the people living along the shores of 
the bay are dependent for their living on the trade 
of the anglers, a few malcontents hav announced 
their intention to enforce this law. : 

Among the fishermen, on the other hand, there 
is a strong and growing sentiment in favor of test- 
ing the constitutionality of the law. In view of this 
sentiment a reporter for the New York Zimes 
called on Col. Robert G. Ingersoll and asked him 
if he would giv his views ou the subject for publi- 
cation. With that peculiar twinkle of the eye 
which those who hav heard him lecture know so 
well the colonel replied: 

« Do you write short-hand?” 

The reporter then asked the following question 
in long-hand: “What do you think of the religious 
spirit that seeks to regulate by legislation the man- 
ner in which the people of this country shall spend 
their Sundays ?” 

Colonel Ingersoll settled himself in his cushioned 
office chair and replied : 

“The church is not willing to stand alone, not 
willing to base its influence on reason and on the 
character of its members. It seeks the aid of the 
state. . The cross is in partnership with the sword. 
People should spend Sundays as they do other days; 
thatis to say, as they please. No one has the right 
to do anything on Monday that interferes with the 
rights of his neighbors, and everyone has the right 
todo anything he pleases on Sunday that does not in- 
terfere with the rights cf his neighbors. Sunday 
is the day of rest, not of religion. We are under 
obligation to do right on all days. 

“ Nothing can be more absurd than the 
idea that any particular space of time is sacred. 
Everything in nature goes on the same on Sun- 
day as on other days, and if beyond nature 
there be a God, then God works on Sunday as 
he does on all other days. There is no rest in 
nature. There is perpetual activity in every pos- 
sible direction. The old idea that God made the 
world and then rested [here the colonel chuckled 
softly] is idiotic. There were two reasons given to 
the Hebrews for keeping the Sabbath—one because 
Jehovah rested on that day, the other because the 
Hebrews were brought outof Egypt. The first rea- 
son, we know, isfalse, and the second reason is good 
only for the Hebrews. . According to the Bible, 
Sunday, or rather the Sabbath, was not for the 
world, but for the Hebrews, and the Hebrews alone. 
Our Sunday is pagan and is the day of the sun, as 
Monday is the day of the moon. [Again the colonel 
chuckled.] All our day names are pagan. I am 
opposed to all Sunday legislation.” 

« Why should Sunday be observed otherwise than 
as a day of recreation ?” 

“Sunday is a day of recreation, or should be. A 
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day for the laboring man to rest, a day to visit 
museums and libraries, a day to look at pictures, a 
day to visit the shore of the sea, a day for picnics, 
a day to get acquainted with your wife and children, 
a day for poetry and art, a day on which to readold 
letters and to meet friends, a day to cultivate the 
amenities of life, a day for those who live in tene- 
ments to feel the soft grass beneath their feet. In 
short, Sunday should be a day of joy. The church 
endeavors to fill it with gloom and sadness, with 
stupid sermons and dyspeptic theology.” 

“Under a federal Constitution guaranteeing’ 
civil and religious liberty are.the so-called ‘blue 
laws’ constitutional ?” 

“No, they are not. But the probability is that 
the supreme courts of most of the states would de- 
cide the other way. And yet all these laws are 
clearly contrary to the spirit of the federal Con- 
stitution ‘and the constitutions of most of the 
states.” 

“ Are-you a fisherman, and have you ever fished 

- on Sunday ?” 

“Tam nota fisherman. Neither am I a hunter. 
Long ago I used to fish, arid I have fished on Sun- 
day, and had what is called good luck [another 
chuckle], though at that time to fish on Sunday 
was a crime. [And the colonel laughed outright. ] 

«I hope to live until all these foolish laws are re- 


pealed and until we are in the highest and noblest. 


sense a free people. And by free I mean each hav- 
ing the right to do anything that does not inter- 
fere with the rights or with the happiness of another. 
I want to see the time when we live for this world 
and when all shall endeavor to increase, by educa- 
tion, by reason, and by persuasion, the sum of hu- 
man happiness.” 


Colonel Ingersoll on New Jersey. ` 


A knot of lawyers stood in the lobby of the New 
York Fifth Avenue Hotel the other day laughing 
over a story told by one of their number about 
Colonel Ingersoll. A wealthy merchant died some 
time ago in a New Jersey town not a hundred miles 
from New York and left a legacy to the Sisters of 
Mercy of that town. Itbeing discovered that there 
was no institution bearing this exact designation, 
payment of the legacy was disputed by the other 
heirs, who retained Ingersoll to contest the case. 
The opposing counsel in his argument laid great 
stress upon the evident wishes of the testator, 
whose idea, he claimed, was to benefit the various 
charitable institutions or, as he put it, “the Sisters 
of Charity of this town.” When Ingersoll’s turn 
came, he rose, coughed dryly, and said: “My 


learned brother claims that the testator intended’ 


to benefit the Sisters of Charity. My biblical ideas 
hav only informed me of the existence of three 
sisters of this family, Faith, Hope, and Charity her- 
self, and all three hav long ago deserted New 
Jersey.” 


Items of Foreign News Interesting to Free- 

thinkers. — . 

Mr. Lennstrand is kept pretty busy lecturing. 

During the week of July 8th-l4th he was to 
lecture in ten different cities. 


Representativ Swedish Christians hav not lost 
all shame yet. At least, a majority cast their 
vote against the appointment of a day for prayer 
against cholera. 


The veteran German Freethinker and ex-priest, 
Johannes Ozerski, celebrated on May 12th his 
eightieth anniversary. The old Freethinker has 
‘been bedridden for several years, but his mind is 
bright and activ as ever. 


The Catholic paper Columbia feels very much 
elated over Talmage’s twenty-three per cent Chris- 
tianity. Has the editor of Columbia forgotten 
Archbishop Purcell of Cincinnati and his financial 
transaction? The Catholics should remember that 
nice old saying about stones and glass houses. 


Spanish Freethinkers are not behind the times. 
Las Dominicales announces that the Freethinker’s 
Almanac for 1894 is nearly ready for the press. 
The sale of this almanac has been phenomenal 
during the last two years, and we heartily recom- 
mend it to our Spanish-American friends. 

While Mr. Jehovah has no time or inclination to 
preserve his worshipers from death by starvation, 
fire, water, or wind, he is very particular in small 
matters. 
Says a Catholic paper: “Julius H., a member of 
our holy church, was invited to dinner by a Protest- 
ant friend. It was a Friday, and there was meat on 
the table, and the Catholic ate thereof, and was 
choked to death in spite of thé attendance of 


‘mouth had the child not fought against it. 


« Vengeance is mine,” saith the Lord. 


several physicians.” Is the moral of this beautiful 
Sunday-school tale, “Don’t eat meat on Friday,” or 
“What fools these Catholics be?” 


The criminal court at Buda-Pesth, Hungary, re- 
cently sentenced the Greek Catholic priest Johann 
Gormann to four and one-half years’ imprisonment, 
his wife to two and one-half weeks’, and his son to 
three weeks’. The priestly family by various crooked 
means had accumulated $60,000. They were found 
guilty of forgery, theft, and usury. An old tale 
about a wolf in sheep’s clothing. 


In each of the years 1727, 1741, 1756, 1826, 
1846, and 1847 there was a famin in Ireland. In 


1846-47 the United States sent shiploads of bread- 


stuff and thousands of dollars to the poor inhab- 
itants of the snakeless island, yet during these two 
years Ireland contributed $6,000,000 to the house- 
hold expenses of his infallible holiness at Rome. 
Moral: Do not cast bread on the waters ; it will re- 
turn to Rome. 


Mr. Jebovah blesses his children in Russia by 
sending a famin typhus-fever. In a village of 
500 families 188 hav the famin-typhus, and 207 
families are seeking for bread and other nourish- 
ment. 
year the number of deaths has been 40,900 over 
that of births. In the province of Sarato the 
population decreased 14,081. And this decline 
is not due to cholera only, but largely to chronic 
famin. Still we need not wonder. Russia has 
40,000 priests only, not to mention monks, nuns, 
etc., and to keep these 40,000 beggars it pays each 
year 32,000,000 roubles. (A rouble is about 62 cents.) 


The German-American Turnerbund, which con- 
sists mainly of outspoken Freethinkers, numbered 
at the close of last year 316 societies with 41,877 


members, of which 34,044 are American citizens. | 


The Turnerbund owns property worth $4,815,133, 
of which $4,173,721 is real estate. The income for 
the year ending April 1, 1893, was $19,739.46, the 
expenses during the same period $12,118.05. Why 
can there not be brought about a union of the 
Freethinking Turners and the Freethought Federa- 
tion of America? Freethinkers should be above 
so small a thing as national pride. ‘The world is 
my country,” said the immortal Paine. Let us liv 
up to this precept of his. 


The archbishop of Clermont, France, ordered the 
other day a great procession in which all the clergy 
of the district took part. Prayers by the ten 
thousands were sent up, incense was burnt, and all 
the church bells were ringing. They had a drouth 
at Clermont, a bad one; hence all this performance 
to make Mamma Mary ask her brother-in-law, Mr. 
Jehovah, to send some rain. Probably they had a 
family quarrel in heaven, and Mr. Jehovah was 
cranky, at least the rain did not come, and the 
many people who, acting upon the Clergy’s advice, 
had taken their umbrellas along, had a chance to 
use them as parasols. We advise the people of 
Clermont to send for a Yankee rainmaker. If they 
don’t get just what they want, it will at any rate be 
cheaper. 


In Topoliza, Hungary, they hav a school for girls 
attached to the cloister of the Sisters of Mercy. 
The eight-year-old girl Marcia, daughter of Michael 
Szabo, was frequenting the school. This little 
girl got into a tangle with a schoolmate and during 
it committed the atrocious crime of saying, “ The 
devil take you.” The prioress, Armella Riy, said 
that the tongue that had spoken those words should 
be burnt. 
child’s face and hands in a most terrible manner, 
and. would hav thrust the red-hot poker in her 
The 
prioress has been arrested and the excitement in the 
village runs high. We call attention to this 
incident as showing what zealous believers in the 
“believe or be damned” religion are doing when 
they hav the power. If the world at large is better 
now, it is not because the Christians hav become 
tolerant; it is because they hav lost the power. 


We advise our friends to behave themselvs and 
not engage in any pious hocuspocus wherewith to 
secure the pope’s blessing. Papal blessing is a 
dark horse, as the following few historical blessings 
will prove : 

1. The pope blessed Emperor Maximilian of 
Mexico before he left for that country. The em- 
peror was shot. 

2. The widow of the emperor, Empress Carlotta, 
was blessed when she returned to Europe. She 
died a lunatic. : 

3. Emperor Franz Josef was blessed previou 


In the province of Samava for the past |’ 


She heated an iron poker and. burnt the: 


to the battle at Sadowa, 1866. The Prussians beat 
him. 

4. Isabella II. was blessed, and a short time after 
was dethroned. 

5. Napoleon III. was blessed, and a few weeks 
later he capitulated at Sedan—Aug. 4, 1870. 

6. The steamer Santa Maria with eleven sisters 
on board, and bound for Montevideo, was blessed. 
She sank in sight of the city. 

7. Prince Louis, son of Napoleon III., was 
blessed before starting for Zululand. He was 
killed there. 

8. Crown-prince Rudolph of Austria was blessed. 
A few days after he committed suicide. 

9. Alphonso XII. was blessed. He died in the 
spring of life. 

10. The bishops of Para and Pernambuco were 
blessed. A month later the court of Rio Janiero 
sentenced them to four years’ imprisonment at 
hard labor: 

11. The archbishop of Peru was blessed, and 
forty-three days later he died from poison. 

12. The collegium of the Sisters of Mercy, New 
York city, was blessed. Three weeks later it 
was burnt down. 


eae 
Mau’s Superiority to Other Animals. 


Take an ass, it is an animal; 

Religion is not known to him, 

And still he never has burnt 

A brother for heresy. 

Therefore everybody can clearly see— 
Even the youngest child— 

‘he smartness of the human race 
Against the foolishness of an ass. 


Did it ever happen that wolves broke forth 
In countless numbers out of valleys deep 
To be slaughtered for the sake of others 
On command in battles hot? 

Do they sacrifice their own young lives 
For another’s glory? But 

Human beings to be sure are full of reason, 
Wolves only are too stupid yet. 


How to kill the adversary 

Men are taking lessons, 

Learning the best way of stabbing 

One another with the dagger. 

Our honor is saved so soon as 

The blood is flowing from the enemy’s veins. 
Therefore compare the education of the human race 
Against the stupid, foolish brutes. 


Relics of Abraham Lincoln. 
From the New York Times. 

J. E. Remsburg, of Atchison, has some valuable 
relics of Abraham Lincoln, which came into his pos- 
session through the late W. H. Herndon, of Spring- 
field, Ill. One of them is an old paper-bound 
book, entitled “The Kentucky Preceptor,” from 
which Lincoln learned declamation when a boy. 
A more interesting relic is a ragged and yellow 
leaf from the copybook that Lincoln used. Among 
many sentences on this leaf is the following stanza 
of Lincoln’s own production, probably his first 
attempt at writing poetry : 

Abraham Lincoln, his hand and pen, 
He will be good, but God knows when. 

Another faded leaf shows young Lincoln’s study 
of mathematics. Several problems in simple in- 
terest are worked out on this sheet. Mr. Rems- 
burg has one of Lincoln’s old documents in his 
own manuscript, held together by a pin inserted by 
Lincoln’s own hand. Another manuscript presents 
some notes of an argument written by Lincoln in 
1858. In the collection is a letter from Charles 
Sumner to W. H. Herndon, congratulating Illinois 
on the election of Lyman Trumbull to the United 
States Senate in 1856. The letter is inclosed in 
the original envelope. 

These relics are well authenticated, and are 
prized by the present owner, especially those relat- 
ing to the boyhood of the great president. 


How to Help The Truth Seeker. 


1. When renewing get a friend to subscribe and thus 
save a half dollar apiece. i 

2. Get your newsdealer to display it on his stand or in 
his shop window. Be sure that he displays the pictures. 

3. Get your newsdealer to keepin stock one or more 
copies, with your guarantee to take off his hands at the 
end of the week any that remain unsold. If he exhibits 
them the pictures alone will sell them. 

4. Take a few extra copies and circulate them mong 
your acquaintances. On your request, we will send you 
back-number sample copies free. i 

5. Leave a copy occasionally where it will be picked up 
—in the train, in the factory, in the meeting- room, in the 
cigar store, inthebarber-shop. Leave it picture-side up. 

6. Keep in your pocket some of our cheap tracts and 
when convenient hand one to a friend. 

7. Get a new subscriber by persuading some friend t 
take it. 


Mr. FRANKLIN STEINER has been engaged to deliver an 
address at the International Freethought Congress. 
During September he will fill some sppointments in 
Towa, and later in the fall will start East on a lecture trip, ` 
in which direction he already has some appointments. 
Address him at Box 882, Des Moines, Ia. 
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otters of Friends. 


Till Victory Is Ours. 

BRAGGVILLE, Mass., July 10, 1893. 
Mr, Eprror: You will please find in- 
closed $4.10—$3 for the dear old TrurH 
SEEKER and $1.10 for the following books: 
‘<Miracles and Miracle-Workers,” Peck; 
‘Crimes of Preachers,” ‘‘ Besant-Hatehb- 
ard Debate,” ‘‘ False Claims of Charch,” 
Bell’s ‘‘Outline of French Revolution,” 
«John’s Way,” and ‘‘Crimes Against 
Criminals.” ‘Yours till victory is ours or 

. life ended, T. N. SHERMAN. 


They Steal Not Only Our Taxes But Our 
Books. 

Los Bannos, CaL., June 26, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: Please find $3 for another 
year’s subscription. I wish to make a re- 
quest to Brother Heston to giv us a car- 
toon on the Christians’ bad habits of 
destroying Infidel literature — say for 
instance, a good old Infidel with sifter in 
hand in the back-yard of a Christian En- 
deavor family sifting the ash-heap for 
Terora Seexers, Paine’s “Age of Reason,’ 
ete. Thbis idea is suggested from the loss 

of books and papers. Wm. H. Devor. 


A Bustling Missionary. 
Younestown, O., June 20, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find money for 
another copy of ‘‘ Bible Stories Comically 
Illustrated.” I hav been having lot» 
of amusement and doing some goot 
with it, ‘‘Men, Women, aud Gods,” 
and the other books I got, and am 
keeping them going from reader to 
reader. Liberal sentiment is spreading 
rapidly here, and I think when I get back 
from the mountains this fall I will be able 
to get a Trura SEEKER club up. I intend 
to be with the brethren in Chicago Oc- 
tober next. Tuomas BURTON. 


They Go While a Page Is Left. 
QRINNELL, Ia., July 12, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: My paper failed to reach 
me last week, and I hav not slept well 
since. Please send me one issue, the 
7th of July. After reading I start them 
on a pilgrimage, and keep them going as 
long as there is a page left and I can get 
people to read them. We hav two news- 
stands or dealers that promised to keep it 
on sale. Please send terms to dealers 
to them. There could be several copies 
sold here if it was generally known that 

they could be had of the news-dealers, 


Yours for death to priestcraft and su~ 
perstition, W. A, TEBALL. 


The Creation of Man aud God. 

Greyoounrt, N. Y., June 20, 1893. 
Mr, Eprror: Will you please duplicate 
me a copy of the grand old TRUTH SEEKER 
issue of June 17th? From some cause I did 
not receive it. By the way, I hav enjoyed 
an intellectual feast perusing the ten or a 
dozen Freethought volumes secured at 
-your office when last in the city. The 
“* Dynamic Theory” is indeed a digest 
of science; and a single chapter thereof 
eftectually refutes the argument that a 
‘God created man-in his own image. 
It seems altogether more probable that 
ignorant man evolved God in his own 
image—in the image of man evolved he 

him, ` PAUL S. Tooxer. 


The Religion of Renunciation, 

Cuicago, LsL., July 10, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: I was very much disgusted 
to-day on hearing the confession of a 
young maiden, about twenty years old, 
who came into our jewelry store to pur- 
chase a cheap silver case for her watch, 
the cases of which were fourteen-karat 
twenty-year filled gold, at a cost of $25. 
She offered to exchange even up to get 
the silver case for her movement. She 
was very reluctant to hav to giv up her 
.“ gold watch,” but the German Baptist 
church of which she was a member gave 
her orders she must do this to retain her 
membership, as gold was a curse which 
would probably keep her from going to 

heaven. Caas, P. ScHELLBERG. 


Lust. 
STAPLES, MINN., June 23, 1893. 
Mr, Eprror: There appeared in THz 
Truro SEEKER, under date of April 4, 
1892, a letter requesting exchange of in- 


ment that he is not. 
Knox Calls herself a Liberal, and thinks I 
am not because I won't actually prohibit a 
set of fanatics from commanding me what 
to do and not to do on Sunday. Verily, 
there are strange péople in Kansas, 


formation. It was written by Mrs. Rose 
R. Delders, Ann Arbor, Mich. I wrote to 


her add-ess, but received no reply. This 
was about one year ago. 
a registered letter, and hav received a card 
from the postmaster that she is unknown 
there and he is unable to deliver it, 
If she is a subscriber to your paper, per- 
haps you can tell me if she has changed 
her address. 
of Tar Truru Sexe hav had better suc- 
cees with her in getting the advertised in- 
formation than I hav, and can tell sone- 
thing about it. 


I hav sent her 


Perhaps some of the readers 


D. C. Jenkins? 


Says Women Are Intelleetually Inferior 


and Like to Show Off. 
Nonaca, Can., April 5, 1893. 
Mr. Eprroe: I see by your issue of 


March 25th, that two ladies, both hailing 
from the Garden of the West, Kansas, hay 
something to say about my views on the 
woman suffrage question. 
ulates me on my position, and, of course, I 
feel highly gratified that a lady of such 
common sense as her article proves her to ` 
be should praise my humble efforts. 
other lady proceeds, figurativly speaking, 
to giv it to me right straight from the 
shoulder, and I suppose it is expressions 
hike this that hay shocked Miss Laura 
Knox (I do not know, my dear madam, 
whether you are a Mrs, or miss, but I wall 
take the liberty to presume the latter, 
as none but old maids could possibly ob- 
jvct to one or two strong expressions, where 
these express the meaning much more 
forcibly than chaste Bostonese English 
would) 
Jones once, Miss Laura Knox. 


One congrat- 


The 


You should go and hear Mr. Sam 


The lady from Kansas also thinks I ex- 


pressed my views from a hasty impulse, 
together with an effort to show off. I will 
say that I certainly tried to show as many 
points as I could on my side of the ques- 
tion; and, as far as he hasty impulse goes, | 
that is rather a feminin characteristic, I 
think. 
question of paramount importance, and as 
1 said in iny article, I think that a great 
many Liberals do not see it in its true 
light. 
take ups lot of your valuable space to 
answer Miss Laura Knox, as there is really 
nothing to answer. 
article mainly to the typical woman’s 
answer when argument fails, viz., showing 
up the lordly man drawing himself up in 
his dignity, ete., etc, 
onc: touch on that delicate qnestion, 
man’s intellectual superiority over woman. 
Had I, there would hav been something, 
atleast, to haul me over the coals for. 
is extraordinary how names are misap- 
pliedin this age. Mr. Westbrook still per- 
sists in calling himself a Liberal, regard- 


I consider the woman. suffrage 


I do not propose, Mr. Editor, to 


She has confined her 
Now, I did not 
It 


leas of Mr. Putnam’s unanswerable argu- 
Likewise Miss Laura 


ALBERT SANDBERG, 
Rather a Vituperativ Lunatic. 


Curcaao, April 18, 1893, 
ADDRESSED TO THE FREETHOUGHT PUB., 


Co.: To the Principals and Originators of 
That Concern: A friend of mine loaned me 
a book which has for its title the name 


“Old Testament Stories Comically Illus- 
trated.” Whether it was done casually or 
from a sinister motiv, I do not know. 
This is what I think of the disgraceful 
book and its perpetrators—perpetrators is 
theword. Itisclumsy, rakisb, and swinish 
wit. (Wit is the word, for I know no word 
to take itsplace.) It savors of fat men and 
swine, likewise hypocrisy and spite. It 
savors of the hoodlum and the barroom 
tough. It savors of all things that are 
foul and rotten. It savors of all things 
the reverse of charity, chastity, and hu- 
manity. It savors of a generation of 
vipers. It is a disgrace to the laws of a 
nation. Inno cther country would such 
a book be tolerated. 

This is what the writer thinks of the 
authors of this work. It will likewise be 
the truth, for as much as I may be tempted 
to resort to sarcasm, ridicule, and exag- 
geration, or, in other words, lies, it is for- 
bidden me—a Christian. 

An honest skeptic and a scoffer are as 


that is noble, humane, and true, buts 


any kind, heathen or Christian, is vile and 
low-bred in thought, is ignoble, rakish, 
garrulous, 
activ, scoffing skeptic is an Anarchist. 
They, like Anarchists, seldom ever become 
men of note. 
Colonel R. G. Ingersollis one of them. 
Even he, aggressiv as heis against the 
scriptures and Christianity, would not be 
guilty of even sanctioning anything so 
corrapt as the book referred to. 
would seem, was merely a fat, good- 
natured, garrulous sort of a skeptic, who 
was really at one time sincere, in the main 
part, in his tirade against religion. 
appears, was seeking gold and notoriety. 
You are not like him. You are bypocrits. 
When you saw the finger of God as was 
revealed to the world according to the 
prophet which he sent, a few years since, 
instead of repenting and acknowledging 
your sins, and acknowledging that you 
were wrong, you continued in sinfulness 
and hypocrisy from sheer meanness and 
hardness of heart. 
ten this to you, ignoring all sin, as it 
would hay been weakness and futil to do 
otherwise, until the time of the beginning 
of judgment was close at hand. But as 
the time is very short, but a few hours, ac- 
cording to the Lord’s reckoning, I thought 
it meet to write and admonish you to re- 
pent. 


for some time for some way to help the 
cause of Liberalism, but hav not made a 
success of my undertaking. I hav been 
taking Tos TRUTH SEEKER for more than 
two years. 
the first page, Jan. 28, 1893, 
free schools. 
the Bible Picture Book, ‘‘ Old Testament 
Stories Comically Illustrated,” also the 
Boston Investigator and Secular Thought, 
all of which are good family papers. I 
hav some books, all of which I can loan 
out without any trouble, and some of them 
are read. ButI could never get anyone 
to subscribe for papers or buy books. 


F, Jamieson, with the plan of pamphlet- 
eering the churches, and I see this idea 
indorsed by quite a number of Liberals. 
I hav nothing against the plan that Mr. 
Jamieson has in view. But I wish to say 
through the columns of your paper that 


come Liberals. 
for them not doing so. I wili only men- 


for a church-member to become a Free- 


diverse in character as two persons Can be. 
An honest skeptic is free from malice and 
contention, free from hypocrisy and de- 
structivness. An honest skeptic, a peace- 
ful one, a neutral one, can be everything 


True Nature of the Clergy. 

: PENIEL, O., June 28, 1893. 

Mr. Eprog: I liv in a community 
where the priésts reign supreme. To be a . 
clergyman in this section of the country is 
to be in heaven as near as there is aheaven, 
not at rest in Abrabam’s bosom exactly, 
but often resting in the arms of some lady 
follower. They dine at the best tables, 
sleep in the best beds, and scoop in their 
aim (the dollar), while their superstitious 
slaves honor and worship them. 

The Christians denounce me for reading 
Tan Trot Srexer, and in return Ide- 
nounce their Bible, which is rotten to the 
core, for by its teachings the many are en- 
slaved, and the most damnable, rotten 
class in human form on the face of the 
globe (the clergy) are supported in luxury 
through its teachings, by a class of fools, 
but honest, laboring people. I hope the 
-time is near when all such medicin men 
as the above-named will be compelled to 
go to honest labor for their support. I. 
‘became a Freethinker not by reading Free- 
thought literature, but by going to church 
(especially revivals) and reading the Bible. 
It has only been recently that I knew 
where to get any Freethought literature ; 
since I hav found out, [ hav used all the 
money, and even more thanI am able to 
spare, in that direction, and intend to con- 
tinue doing so. Among my library of Free- 
thought I hav ‘‘Old Tes‘ament Stories 
Comically Illustrated” and the ‘‘Fréethink- 
ers’ Pictorial Text-Book.” I would not be 
without those two books for ten times 
what they cost. me. And Tae TRUTH 
SEEKER, with Heston’s finishing touch, 
beats the world for a Freethought paper. 

I notice an articlein Tax TRUTH SEEKER 
of May 20th from S. F. Davis, of Portland, 
Kan., explaining to George Geer how a 
wage-earner can save from $1 to $10 a 
week without taking any money out of 
circulation. This reverend gentleman’s 
article of the grasshopper state contains 
thegerm of a monopolizer’s argument. Of 
course we hav no reason to believe this 
gentleman monopolizes anyone, or that he 
is even in more than living circumstances, 
but from the principles he upholds, the 
masses of the people to-day are pauperized 
and enslaved. , 

Peradventure Mr. Davis means to save 
$10 a week by extorting twenty per 
cent interest from his neighbor, to keep 
his property from being sold for taxation 
when he encounterssom natural calamity 
as cyclones and grasshoppers. 

Mr. Davis's article contains the essence 
of selfishness and miserly oppression, He 
can learn from Mr. Geer’s article of May 
28th that saving and hoarding money is not 
what a man wants if he even can do so; 
he wants to make money and use it; then 
he can liv and let liv, and reap the re- ` 
ward of his labor. The miser’s idea of 
happiness is to grasp every copper he can, 
and if he is hoggish enough, he makes 
it double itself, then compounds it. But 
his money is as his life, a failure, and both 
he and his money are oppressiv to the 
poor, and better had it been for himself 
and his fellow-beings had he died at his 
birth. f 

Mr. Davis’s explanation of this money- 
saving question is suited for a miser, and 
by such misers extending into monopolists 
has financially ruined this country. 

ALBERT SHELTON. 


A True Ghost Story. 
g June 25, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: When I was a lad, one 
evening while my grandfather was sittiug 
in the house I stood at the garden gate 
watching the last ray of departing day. 
Everything was calm and peaceful. 
Brother John ona sudden rushed up to 
the door with a face pale as death. I 
caught him by the arm and asked what 
was the matter. ‘‘I hav seen my sister— 
I hav seen my sister.” ; 

My grandfather was a very grave man, 
and somewhat sharp-tempered, though 
kindly at heart. But he was a little skep- 
tical upon points far removed from super- 
stition, and looking up said, ‘‘ What does: 
John mean? His sister has not arrived’ 
home from her visit?” 

“If it was not she, it was her spirit,” 
replied John. ‘‘I saw her as plainly as I 
see you now. Her night-dress brushed 
against me.” 

“So she was in her night-dress, wag: 


scoffer, a man that ridicules religion of 


and swinish in nature. An 


There are exceptions. 


He, it 


He, it 


I would not hav writ- 


THEODORE P..CRONSIO, 
Prophet of the Lord. 


We Must Hav Liberal Sunday-schools. ` 
PrrrsBurGn, Pa., Feb. 1, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: I hay been looking round 


There is a splendid picture on 
It is of 
Iecan loan the papers and 


Now, I hav a letter before me from W. 


not many of those that hav grown up to 
men and women in the churches ever be- 
There are many reasons 


tion two of them. The church-member is 
not accustomed to thinking. He pays the. 
preacher for doing his thinking. Then 


thinker or a Liberal it takes a good deal 
of study and reading—more reading and 
study than they want to giv. Now, to 
my mind the thing Liberals want to do is 
to start Liberal Sunday-schools and train 
up the young. That is the way the 
churches recruit their ranks. Liberals, 
start with the children, and bring them up 
Liberals. The church robs the cradle, 
and commences to plant the seeds of 
superstition to recruit its army and 
keep it up. Now, to start a Sunday- 
school and to make it interesting -to 
the children there would hav to 
be books suitable for children, and 
cards. But my idea was only to suggest 
the matter of the Sunday-school, as all 
Liberals must see by this time how slow 
the cause is spreading. But I would like 
to hear fromsome of the more able writers 
on the subject. They hav more experi- 
ence than I hav, but that is my ides of 
making Liberals. Then we would hav 
Liberals dyed in the wool. : 
DELMONT JONES. 

P.S.—We certainly need some good 
Liberals to be growing up to defend our 
free institutions, I feel after reading Mr. 
Putnam’s piece on-the World’s Fair on 
Sunday in TuE TRUTH SEEKER of Jan, 28, 
1898, D. J. 
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she?” said my grandfather. 
hav been exciting your imagination with 
ghost stories,” 

_ “No; I hav not,” answered John. ‘I 
was thinking of nothing when she came 
suddenly by me.” 

My grandfather mused a little. 

“ Did she speak?” he said. 

** Not a word,” said John. 
she speak? I am sure she is dead.” 

‘* If she is dead, she could speak as well 
as move,” said grandfather. 
be foolish, John, Your sister is a fine 
healthy girl. No fear of her being dead.” 

‘I am sure she is dead.” 

‘“‘ Pooh, pooh,” said grandfather. ‘‘Take 
John into the other room. 
has put him out of spirits.” 


My grandfather made light of the whole 
business, and read me a long lecture upon 
superstition that very evening. He wrote 
_ to relieve Jobn’s mind, and received an 

answer of the poor girl’s death on the 
very evening when John fancied he had 


seen her. It was a singular coincidence. 
I thought grandfather winced a little, 


but only in a dry, skeptical manner. I 


pondered long upon the subject, and hav 
drawn my own conclusions. As regard- 


ing the soul’s destiny, a future state, a 
world beyond the sight, it is worth to me 
all the arguments in the world, when I 


can understand it. 


I did not reason much on the event that 


- had occurred, itis true. I was too young. 


But I never became convinced that dis- 
embodied spirits walk the earth and fill the 
In the darkest night, in 
the most lonely place, I never feared to 
see a spirit, or, to use a good old Anglo- 
Saxon word, ghost. On the contrary, I 
rather longed for it, and would giv much 
to hav held some communication with 
several of those who hav left me upon 


air beside us. 


earth, my mother and friend especially. 


I remember, too, that, my mind, led by 
events which had occurred, brooded over 
I speculated curiously as to how long 
sensaticn, consciousness, lingered in the 


it. 


corporeal frame after actual life had đe- 
parted. I asked myself, Can the dead 


feel? Can they hear? Do they know? 
Are they conscious of what is passing 
around them? My grandfather, as I hav 
said, was somewhat of askeptical turn of 
mind. His reason was of avery specula- 
He was fond of every sort 


tiv character. 
of discussion, and particularly in collec- 


tion of facts which would form the basis 


of arguments. 


No reverence ever stopped him. No 


awe of any being or any theme stood in 


his way. He used to say, everything may 
be true, everything may ; and everything 


may be false; let us always inquire which 


itis, and keep our minds open to conviction. | 


He was a Freethinker, and if he was alive 


now would be delighted to read the vari- 
ous opinions published .in Tse TRUTH 


SEEKER. O religion! O conscience! 


wbat crimes hay been committed in thy, 


name! ‘Thy laws hav often been more 
cruel than those of Nero. Claiming the 
authority of God, thou hast so pictured 
or caricatured him as to make him offen- 
siv to all benevolent minds. Calling thy- 
self deity, thou hast perverted all moral- 


ity. Is there a crime which thou hast 


not at times sanctioned? Thou sanc- 
tioned deceit among the Jesuits. When 
men hav done evil, thou hast lent thy 
sanction, confirmed them in their wicked- 
ness, and aggravated their crimes. The 
Inquisition with its instruments of torture 
is thy symbol. In obedience to thy com- 
mand, good men hav been burnt at the 
stake, or shut up in the darkness of the 
dungeon till they became maddened. 
What is vastly worse, thou hast in willfal- 
ness deprived whole communities of inno- 
cent enjoyments, and led multitudes to 
bow before the most abject of supersti- 


tions and to expose themselvs to the most 


terrible lacerations. S. R. THORNE. 


Fighting the Church. 
Vera Cruz, Mo., June 20, 1893. 

‘Mr. Eprror: Through the kindness of a 
friend I hav been receiving a few copies 
‘of Tue TRUTA SEEKER lately, and as I pass 
them around among the ostracised ones of 
our locality I find they are creating an 
appetite for more, consequently I am 
going to try to get up a club for you. We 


hav a few brave men and women here who 


** Boy, you 


** How could. 


**But don’t 


Something 


hav courage enough to raise their heads 
above the waves of darkness and be 
counted for truth, regardless of the 
anathemas and condemnations of the 
intolerant church bigots that swarm 
around us and try to crush us down. We 
hav been holding a few godless meetings 
this fall in our district and the one ad-. 
joining us on the east and I tell you from 
the amount of stir we created to follow us 
T begin to think we must be of consider- 
able importance. A friend and I talked a 
few weeks ago to a handsome audience at 
Denny & Decker’s Mills, about four miles 
from here. Among the audience we found 
were some sky-pilots, who had heen 
brought in cocked and primed and fully 
prepared to swoop upon us end down us. 
After we had made our principal talk we 
granted the opportunity desired and one 
of the followers of the meek and lowly 
myth took the floor. He scouted, he 
spouted, he puffed and foamed and 
shouted, and finally, when in our closing 
remarks he found we failed to down, he 
and some of the rest of his fellows, who 
always keep an abundant supply of that 
good Christian’ spirit, like their God 
appeared to get wroth and like their pet, 
Jesus (Luke xix, 27), seemed to want 
those who would not they should reign 
over them brought hither and slain before 
them. Some of the followers of that meek 
and lowly three- times- one - make -one 
talked as though they were afraid ‘‘Old 
Billy ” might strike me down for some of 
my blaspbemous talk, but I told them if 
they would just keep their own hands off 
and let the old fellow do his own strik- 
ing, I would probably liv for many days 
yet to preach for truth and drive away 
the darkness that causes human butchers 


‘to‘condemn and murder men for opinion’s 
p 


sake. i 

I think I hay made an important 
discovery since I landed at this place 
about two years ago. I hav probably 
found the missing link in Darwin’s chain. 
I find, not a thousand miles from here, a 
species of slimy, half-made quadrupeds 
that in some respects resemble the human 
form, yet in disposition I think the dark- 
ness of about a thousand years ago would 
closely fit them. A part of the breed are 
nearly all mouth and it is always filled 
with a kind of feigning, hypocritical 
smear that they use to rope their victims 
in with. Like a great many other kinds 
of animals, they hav one that seems to be 
a leader or big dog with a brass collar on 
among them. He is very hide-bound and 
selfish, and appears to hold complete con- 
trol over the rest of his tribe. When he 
growls they all hav to bark, and when he 
says ‘‘puppy,” puppy it must be without 
a murmur. There is one word that these 
fellows use to scare their subjects to- 
gether with and it always seems to fetch 
them. That is the awful word ‘‘ Infidel.” 
They hav a great regard for truth when 
they are the ones that tell it, and they are 
very peaceable as long as they can hav 
things exactly their own way. They very 
much esteem justice as long as it is the 
other fellow who is dealing it out, and 
they hav a particular love for the precept 
to do unto others as you would hav others 
do unto you as long as others are the ones 
that are doing it. Adversity does not 
appear to trouble them when they can 
cover it up with that smear from their 
mouths. And from their actions I judge 
they hold that an honest man has no 
rights that a hypocrit is bound to respect. 
Rule or ruin seems to be their motto, and 
their eyes are so placed that they can only 
look inwardly for justice. They are 
nearly always in trouble and striving with 
their neighbors, and after they hav done 
some mean thing to anyone the next thing 
is to lick him over or smear others in on 
top of him so as to crush him down and 
make their infamy popular by a majority 
vote. These fellows make long and loud 
prayers to be heard of men and in a 
revival-meeting great tears roll down 
their cheeks like boulders from a mountain 
top; their voices in shouting their praises 
to that great bugaboo are ‘‘like that of 
many waters,” the Western coyote that is 
gaunt with rage, or the panther with its 
mimic yell that «seeks by deception to 
capture its prey and grow fat on the body 
of its victim. They prate a great deal 
about what they call heartfelt religion— 
something that I suppose is unknown ex- 


cept in a locality like this; yet it appears 
to create a frame of mind in the victim 
that is caught by the craze, that makes 
him positiv of everything his emotional 
nature gasps at He knows to a positiv 
certainty that he has the love of ‘‘Gawd” 
in his heart, and he knows that a man 
with a calm, reflectiv nature, who looks 
intelligently and candidly into matters 
before he acts and doesn’t go crazy and act 
the fool just as he does, is doomed to 
endless punishment in a place he is pleased 
to call hell, although he knows no more 
about the place than he does about charity, 
decency, or the rights of man toward man, 
except as he finds it of his own manufact- 
ure. I am satisfied now in my mind that 
if these creatures all ‘‘ hold out faithful to 
the end,” there will some of them at least 
cet to that heaven they are figuring so 
conspicuously for—that is, the insane 
asylum; and I think if they get their just 
deserts they will be tapped for the simples 
the first thing after their arrival. 

z S. B. Davis. 


If We Hay No Right to Close Church 
Doors, Pietists Hay No Right to Close 
Fair Doors. 


BELVIDERE, ILL., March 17, 1893. 

Mr. Enprror: Since it is recorded in the 
Constitution of our country that Congress 
shall hav no authority to enact any relig- 
ious laws, it becomes the duty of every 
loyal American citizen to defy and to vio- 
late every law that a disloyal majority of 
Congressmen shall enact that is a clear 
violation of the country’s Constitution. 
When any Congress shall become so cor- 
rupt and obsequious that in order to please 
the enemies of religious liberty and the 
Constitution, it shall in obedience to their 
mandates enact laws that are contrary to 
it, thén the time has arrived for those who 
hav a loyal regard for that sacred docu- 
ment to call a halt and declare that 
though a time-serving majority of Con- 
gressmen shall command them to dis- 
honor the Constitution they shall not do 
so, for knowing that it is the bulwark of 
civil and religious liberty, they know that 
allegiance to it isthe first requisit of every 
patriotic citizen. 

Now Congress has enacted that the Fair 
must be closed on Sunday. If we ask 
why, they will probably tell us because it 
is a legal holiday. To sensible minds 
thisisa very silly excuse, for the Fair should 
be opened alithe more for that very rea- 
son. The Fourth of July is the greatest 
of all legal holidays, but no one dreams 
that on that account the Fair will be 
closed that day. No, indeed, the very 
opposit instead, for fair days and holi- 
days harmonize exactly with each 
other. If driven to giv the actual reason, 
they are compelled to acknowledge that it 
is because Sunday is held by some people 
to be a holy day, and to please those peo- 
ple, and in the interests of holiness, they 
enact a holy law—that is to say, a relig- 
ious law, which is a direct violation of the 
Constitution. Now, we defy anyone to 
make anything more or less out of it: 
therefore, the people of Chicago, the’Fair 
managers, and every citizen of the United 
States should from principle despise, 
disobey, and defy this unconstitutional 
enactment. It is not a law; for a law, in 
order to be a law, should necessarily ac- 
cord with the Constitution. Does any 
patriotic citizen think of interfering in 
any manner whatever with one who wishes 
to observe Sunday in the orthodox style, 
and try to prevent him from attending his 
chosen place of worship? Certainly not; 
every man of them knows that it would 
be treasou to the Constitution to do so. 
Then, certainly it is equally treasonable 
for anyone. to close the doors of the tem- 
ples of science against those who prefer to 
exercise their constitutional rights to 
worship at the shrine of science and art. 
Is it a crime to look upon the works of 
nature, science, and art on Sunday? If it 
is, then it is reasonable to claim that it is 
a crime to do so any day of the week, and 
accordingly the Fair should be closed on 
week-days. But Sunday closers claim 
that it leads to vice to look at these things 
on Sunday, whereas to look at the same 
things on Monday is a virtuous act. They 
claim that to look at them on Sunday isa 
crime against God. Very well, they hav 
a perfect right to think the most unreason- 


able things in the world. They hav also 
as great aright to say so. But that is all, 
They hav no right under heaven to force 
others to conform to what they think or 
say. In like manner the Sunday openers 
hav no right to oblige anyone to conform 
to their opinions. In short, since the 
Sunday openers hav no constitutional 
right to close the doors of any church 
against anyone, then in like manner the: 
Sunday closers hav not one iota of a right 
to close the doors of the temples of science: 
against anyone who wishes to attend. 
And not all tae Congressmen in the 
universe, backed by fifty thousand 
preachers with petitions as long as 
their intolerant consciences will allow 
them to stretch them, can debar a liberty- 
loving people from spending Sunday 
in their own way and attending the 
Fair if they wish to on,Sunday. That is, 
as long as our beloved country’s Consti- 
tution isin force. When it is not, and is 
trampled underfoot by its enemies, when 
Hierocracy instead of Democracy holds the 
reins of government, when instead of 
temples of science an inquisition is built 
on Jackson park, when the good old days 
of religious persecution hay come again 
(and it begins to look a little that way 
now), when we are enjoying all the evils 
attending a union of church and state, 
when we are once more enjoying the civ- 
ilization of the fifteenth century in the 
way that the unfortunate people of 
Italy and Spain used to enjoy it, then of 
course we will hav no right to demand any 
Sunday enjoyments, and we will hav to 
draw our faces a yard long, and our Sun- 
day songs will hav to conform to the 
“Hark from the tombs” style. Now, 
in view of the fact, the lamentable fact, 
that a concentrated and organized band of 
enemies to the rights of conscience for 
which our forefathers fought and bled 
hav managed to coerce both our Congress- 
men and Fair managers to sell the birth- 
right of freemen for a detestable $2,- 
500,000 mess of pottage; therefore, it 
hecomes all lovers of freedom to use 
every possible means to defeat this trea- 
sonable attempt on our liberties, 

Now, the citizens of Chicago should by 
legal compulsion oblige the gates to be 
open on Sunday, for the reason that it is 
held in a park that belongs to the people 
and which was originally deeded to the 
people for the main purpose of Sunday rec- 
reation. It was originally designed, set 
apart, and chartered for the purpose of 
giving the thousands who are restricted by 
labor and business a chance at least once 
a week to partake of nature’s joys. The 
people hav permitted the World’s Fair to 
be established there for the purpose of in- 
creasing those joys, not to retard them. 
They hav never given any Religio-Rum 
combination the ghost of a right to usurp 
possession of the grounds on Sunday to 
the exclusion of the owners of the grounds, 
They hav never sold this right to anyone. 
And no Congressional power or any power 
in the world has any power to infringe on 
this right. And fifty million of dollars 
should not buy it. The Sunday enjoy- 
ment of the park remains intact with the 
people. If the Fair managers say they can 
not furnish the enjoyment on account of 
being crippled by a Congressional enact- 
ment, then the city authorities should 
order them to move all of their truck off 
the grounds every Saturday night so that 
the people can hav their rightful enjoy- 
ment of the grounds every Sunday. If 
the Fair managers think that it will pay 
them better to do this than to take in 
about half a million dollars every Sunday, 
it is for them to judge best. If they think 
it best to open the gates under such cir- 
cumstances, then in order to avoid in- 
fringing on anyone’s conscientious seru- 
ples, no attempt should be made to compel 
anyone to attend the Fair on Sunday, and 
if any exhibitor has anything on exhibition 
that he considers a sin to be looked at on 
Sunday, let him hav the privilege of re- 
moving it or covering it from view. In this 
way no one’s rights will be encroached 
upon, and no one with a spark of brains in 
his head will be able to say that any in- 
Justice has been done to him. There may 
be a few other ways of dealing with the 
last-century mossbacks, but perhaps this - 
way will be sufficient. 

Hopefully, I remain a Friend to Equal 
Rights, ROBERT Swan, 


A°6 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, JULY 29, 1893. 


lasses, and a drop of gall. 
here is jalap, copperas, sulphuric acid, 
and nux vomica. Open your mouth.” 

. ‘‘Oh, no, no!” said Billy. ‘* Let me go. 
I hate beer. TIl never drink any more! 
I’ll never goin that shop again. Oh, let 
mego! I can’teat those things. My mouth 
tastes awful now. Oh, take them away, 
Father Zende!” 

‘Take them away? Take away goo 
beer, when I hav paid for it? My boy, 
you drank them fast to-day.” 

‘ Oh, they make me sick,” said Billy. 

‘A man drinks all these bad things 
mixed up in water. He gets red in the 
face; he gets big in his body; he gets shaky 
in his hands; he gets weak in his eyes; he 
gets mean in his manner.” 

Billy was satisfied on the beer ques- 
tion. 


Children’s @orner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wreon, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communica- 
tions for this Corner should be sent. 


“ Between the dark and the daylight, ; 
: When the night he beginning to lower, 
omes a pause in the day’s occupatio: 
That is known as the Children's Hour.” 


Friendship. 


When shadows flit across my path, 
And leaden are the clouds; 

When storms arise in furious wrath, 
And all the daylight shroud; 


When spite and envy linger near, 
With malice-burdened dart, 

Intent to strike me now and here— 
To pierce my very heart; 


When those I trusted stand aside, 
Or lightly float away, 

As birds of passage oft espied, 
That tarry but a day, 


Then, as the stars in darkest night 
Show with a clearer ray, 

Whose mildly sweet and steady light 
Shines on to perfect day; 


So stand the faithful friends and true, 
Firm as the century’s rock; 

Unmoved by falsehood, old or new, 
Steadfast beyond all shock. 

Their names are fragrant as the rose, 
With petals snowy white; 

Within my heart their value grows 
As priceless as the light. 

Susan H. Wrxon. 


The Student’s Prayer. 

There was long ago a divinity hall pre- 
sided over by a most amiable and dignified 
professor. On certain days the senior stu- 
dents opened the proceedings of the day 
with prayer. One morning a raw youth 
froma remote region performed this duty, 
and it was a memorable occasion. None 
who were present can forget how the ven- 
erable professor turned and gazed on the 
untutored lad who prayed for him as 
follows: ‘‘ Lord, hay mercy on our pro- 
fessor, for he is weak and ignorant. 
Strengthen his feeble hands, confirm his 
tottering knees, and grant that he may go 
out and in before us like the he-goat be- 
fore his flock. ”— Twenty-five Years of St. 
Andrews. 


—— 


How Billy Took His Lager. 


“Boy Billy’ was the adopted son of 
Christian Zende, an honest German, who 


was much shocked one day at seeing the 
boy in a lager beer resort, tossing off a 
glass of foaming beer. He bade the boy 
go home, but said nothing till evening. 
After tea, Zende seated himself at the 
table‘and placed before him a variety of 
queer things. Billy looked on with curi- 
osity. 

‘‘Come here, Billy,” said Christian 
Zende. ‘Why were you in the beer-shop 
to-day? Why do you drink beer, my 
boy?” 

‘£ Oh—oh—because 
Billy, boldly. 

“ No, Billy, it is not good to the mouth. 
I did never see so big faces as you did 
make. Billy, you think it will taste good 
by and by, and it. looks like a man to 
drink; and so you drink. .Now, Billy, if 
it is good, hav it. I will not hinder you 
from what is good and manly; but drink 
it at home; take your drink pure, Billy, 
and let me pay for it. Come, my boy! 
You like beer? Well, open your mouth. 
I hay all the beer stuff, pure from the 
shop. Come, open your mouth, and I 
will put it in.” 

Billy drew near, but kept his mouth 
close shut. 

Said Zende: ‘*‘Don’t you make me 
mad, Billy. Open your mouth.” 

Thus exhorted, Billy opened his mouth, 
and Zende put a small bit of alum in it. 
Billy drew up his face. A bit of aloes fol- 
lowed. This was worse. Billy winced. 
The least morsel of red pepper now, from 
a knife point, made Billy howl. 

‘What, not like beer!” said Zende. 
‘t Open your mouth.” A knife dipped in 
oil of turpentine made Billy cry. 

‘Open your mouth; the beer is not 
half made yet.” 

And Billy’s tongue got the least dusting 
of lime, potash, and saleratus. Billy now 
cried loudly, Then came a grain each of 
licorice, hop pollen, and saltpeter. 

“Look, Billy! Here is some arsenic 
and some strychnine which is used to kill 
rats!” 

“ T shall die! Oh—oh—oh—do you want 
to kill me, Father Zende?” 

“Kill him! just by a little beer, all good 
and pure! He tells me he likes beer, and 
it is manly to drink. #, and when I giv him 
some, he cries I kill him! Here is water. 
There is much water in beer.” 

Billy drank the water eagerly. Zende 
went on. 

‘‘ There is much alcohol in beer. Here, 
open your mouth,” and he dropped four 
dropsof raw spirits carefully on his tongue. 
Billy went dancing about the room, and 
then ran for more water. 

‘Come here, the beer is not done, 
Billy,” and seizing him, he put the cork of 
an ammonia bottle to his lips, then a drop 
of honey, a taste of sugar, a drop of mo- 


its good,” said 


ao 


When Edith Was Wicked. 
Little Edith, a five-year-old daughter 


whose behavior is not always the best the 
market affords, has been full of excitement 
over the cold weather and skating pros- 
pect. She went to her mother a day or 
two ago begging for a pair of skates, to 
which request the reply was given that 
the skates should be got if she would 
“ try to be a good girl, not just for to-day: 
Edith,” said her mother, who thought she 
saw an opportunity, ‘‘ but for every day.” 


Edith’s black eyes snapped. ‘* You 


can keep your old skates,” she replied 
promptly and disrespectiully, ‘‘if ’ve got 
to be an angel all the time!”—New York 


Limes. 
a 
“ Mamma,” said little Willie, ‘‘ I cannot 


tell a lie, I took that pie to feed a poor, 
little starving boy.” 


‘My darling child,” said his mother, 
“and did the poor little fellow eat it?” 
“No'm. You see, I couldn’t find any 


starving boy to giv it to, so I had to eat 
it myself.” 


D 


Correspondence. 


Dora, Mo., July 1, 1898. 
Miss Wixom: This is my first attempt to 
write to the Corner. My father has taken 
Tue TRUTH SEEKER about twenty years. 
I like to read the Children’s Corner so 


much. 


The Fourth of July will be celebrated 
at one of the many springs near this place. 
I spent last Sunday at a spring called 
Double Springs. It is just one spring, 
but there is a large rock that separates 
the water into two parts; one stream flows 
north and the other south, 

Hither stream is large enough to row 
a boat on, and they flow into North Fork 
of White river about a mile apart. 

OLARA F, FISOHER. 


Fresno Fuats, Cau., June 28, 1893. 

DEAR FRIENDS oF THE CorneR: As I 
hav not seen anything from this part of 
the country, I will tell you where I am. 
It is about seven thousand feet above sea 
level in the Sierra Nevada mountains, 
among the pine and redwood timber. I 
was to where they were cutting the big 
tree for the World’s Fair, and was on the 
stump. If any of the readers of the 
Corner would like the full description of 
the tree, I will send it if they will write to 


me, 

This is a delightful climate here through 
the summer, but the winter is as bad as 
in the Eastern states, 

T am the only one that takes Tux TRUTH 
SEEKER up here, but there are several 


that say it is the boss paper. As for my 
part, it can’t be beat. 
I will close for this time. If it don’t 


find the waste-basket, I will write again. 
M. D. Price. 


Austin, Nev., May 25, 1893. 
Dear Miss Wrxon: As every week T 
glance over the letters of the Children’s 
Corner, I feel ashamed of myself for not 


‘‘ There, Billy! Í helping in our contest for liberty of 


thought and speech. As I read every week 
of the closing of the Fair on Sunday, it 
makes me laugh to think that a man who 
has been a ringleader to hav the gates of 
the Fair closed on Sunday, turned around 
and had the pure and unadulterated gall 
to think that he could get in and view it 
when» thousands of poor workingmen had 
to take a back seat. What. next? Let us 
look back in history at the once powerful 
republic of Rome. While the pagans 
were in the majority it continued to be 
a republic, but the Christian religion 
sapped the foundation of Rome, and hence 
she fell. So will it be with America if the 
clergy once get their heads above water. 
I hope the time will come when mankind 
will riseout of the pool of superstition, 
and not be afraid of any superhuman god. 
This will not be done till religion is taken 
out of the public schools nd the churches 
are destroyed. One day I was talking with 
some friends, and one of them asked me 
to which chureh I belonged. I told them 
there would be a green moon when they 
saw me praying to avy god on the face of 
the earth or in ‘‘heaven” either. I told 
them also that if the Lord had a mind to 
strike me dead hecould for all I cared. 
They told me to look out, that he would 
be mean enough to murder one he had 
**made.” Well, I am not dead yet, nor 
do I expect to die by his hand. I hav 
made one convert of a boy of my size, 
fourteen years, who, not more than a year 
ago, was baptized in the ‘‘Holy Catholic 
church.” He blasphemes his God, much 
to the dismay of the mother and sister. 
He saw that I lived as well as he did, so he 
rose out of the mud. 
Yours truly, Harry Moss. 

[Harry’s letter was mislaid and has just 
come to light. Harry is a thinker, and we 
are glad to add his.name to our long list 
of brave boys.—Ep. C. C.] 


Couumsoes, Kan., July 11, 1893. 

Dear Miss Wrxon: I want to write you 
along and appreciativ letter, but cannot 
now. [I still suffer, and enjoy, and strug- 
gle to liv here alone with all my ailments 
and misfortunes. I think of and bless you 
often as though you were my own daugh- 
ter. Isend afew words for Miss Palm, 
whose death was a great shock to me. I 
also send my opinions of the two books 
you commended. Will you please send 
them to Taz TRUTH Srexer ? Perhaps I 
should not hav troubled you. If so, for- 
giv me. 

Bless you in every sense. 

J. H. Coox. 
WORDS FOR ANNETTA C. PALM. 

I ask space to express my appreciation 
of departed worth. And can it, must it be 
that my generous friend and correspond- 
ent is dead? ‘* How blessings brighten as 
they take their flight.” 1 never saw An- 
netta in person, but I held sweet com- 
munion with her mind and spirit by my 
pen and the mental telegraph. Over three 
years ago she read that I wasa poor old 
invalid, in need, and made me very happy 
by sending .me a donation with kind and 
appreciativ words. They came from the 
head and heart of a noble, free, sympa- 
thetic, truth-loving, humane, exalted girl, 
responsiv to the higher spiritual, mental 
life. She sent me two more small dona- 
tions, or which I was very grateful. But 
the spirit that prompted her to write such 
encouraging words to me— how it endeared 
her to me! Tearful emotions, inexpressi- 
ble in words, fill me. It was too much 
for my sensitiv nature. Dear Annetta, 
you will ever livin some form. Your life 
and noble deeds shall emit undying fra- 
grance, grateful to the living, salutary to 
future generations. In tears and irrepres- 
sible emotions I will say; Farewell. - 

[It is hard to be aged, feeble, and suffer- 
ing. Pathetic cases of trial and pain are 
on every hand, and some are utterly un- 
worthy who seek aid and sympathy. All 
may be assured, however, that our aged 
friend and toiler for the truth, Professor 
Cook, is most worthy, and any gift, how- 
ever small, sent direct to his address will 
be most gratefully received. He has done 
good service for Freethought in his day, 
and still is not idle in his old age and fee- 
bleness.—Ep. C. C.] 


MY RELIGIOUS EXPE- 
| RIENCE, 


Being the story of his religious life and mental 
journeyings. ritten in his happiest and most 
rilliant way, and is the best of all his splendid 
Price, 25 cents. Address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


CHOLERA, DIPHTHERIA, Dysentery, 
Piles, Quinsy, Catarrh. The Antidote for $1. 


Agents wanted. Dr. Q.H. MILLER, 1,441 South 
Twelfth street, Denver, Col. 20628 


| By S. P, Putnam. 


works. 


Fine Hand~Made Violins. 


Made strictly on scientific priaciple;. Best in 
the World for the Money. Fine Wood, Tools, and 
Trimmings for Violin-Maker:. Also Old and 
New Violins Repaired snd Regraduated. at 
reason*ble prices. Square dealing. Address 
6t29 J. COLLINGWOOD, Avery, Ia. 


0 i: by a lead- 
M ing’ Trust 
3 O Company isoffered at par. Suitable 
` 
4t8 


Stor large. and small investments, 
F Full information furnished by W. E. 
@Lown, Mills Building, New York, 


A YOUNG INFIDEL WOULD LIKE TO 
invest $200 or $250 with services in some legiti- 
mate business in any of the far-Western states. 
Addre:s, with particulars, F. Hocusrunn, 
ats 2,156 Second ave., New York city. 


FOR HER DAILY BREAD. 


A Nineteenth Century Novel. 


Preface by R. 6. INGERSOLL, 


For Her Daily Bread is the story of two young 

iris and a younger brother who were left parent- 
ess, with a little money, fair education, and 
much courage, to’ make their way through the 
world by going to Chicago. ‘lhe author is also 
the heroine. ‘Lhe narrative is, in the main, a his- 
tory of a working-girl’s life and experience in the 
city of Chicago among bluff business-men, kind- 
hearted folks, and disreputable hypocrits. It is 


just such a story of human life as we should ex- 
‘pect Colonel Ingersoll to be iuterested in; and 


whatever he admires and appreciates is sure to 
be worth the attention of the rest of the world. 
Price, 25 cents. Address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


SUSAN WIXON'S BOOKS, 


D ie Pohl 
All in a Lifetime. A Liberal Romance. 
lzmo, 300 pp., $1. 


Apples of Gold. And Other Stories for 
oys aud Girls. 12mo, 383 pp., $1.25. 


The Story Hour. An Exceptionally Hand- 
some and Interesting Book, Without Supersti- 
tion, for Children and Youth Th T68- 
thinkers’ Children’s, Story-book ever issued. 
t i full-page illustrations and 2 smaller; large 
trpe, heavy, toned paper, broad margins, illus- 
trated covers; 4t0, 224 pp., boards, $1. 

Address. THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


The Truth Seeker Library, 


J Pay.) 
The World’s Sages, Thinkers, and Re- 
formers. The Biographies of three hun- _ 
dred of the most distinguished teachers and 
philosophers (who were not Christians), from 
the time of Menu to the present. By D. M. Ben- 
nett. 1,075, pa. es, 8vo. Cloth, #3; leather, $4; 
morocco, gilt edges, $4.50. : 


Supernatural Religion, An inquiry into 

the reality of divine revelation. Decidedly the 

most thorough and exhaustive work on the 
claims of supernaturalism ever written. By F. 
W. Newman, Emeritus Professor of the London 
University. 1,115 pages, 8vo. In cloth, $4; 
leather, $5; morocco, gilt edges, $5.50. i 


The Great Works of Thomas Paine. 
Including The Age of Reason, Examination of 
Prophecies, Reply to Bishop of Llandaff, Let- 
ters to Mr. Erskine, Essay on, Dreams, Letter 
to Camille Jordan, The, Religion of Deism. 
Common Sense, The Crisis, and the Rights of 
Man; the whole preceded by the Life of Paine, 
and a steel-plate portrait. 800 pages, 8vo. 
Suan $3; leather, #4; morocco, gilt edges, 

50. 


Analysis of Religious Belief. An ex- 
‘amination of the Creeds, Rites, and Sacred 

. writings of the World. By Viscount Amberley, 
son of the late Lord John Russell, twice Pre- 
mier of England. Complete from the London 
edition. 745 pages, 8vo. In cloth, $3. 


The Gods and Religions of Ancient and 


Modern Times. Vol. I gives a.full ac- 
count of all the gods the nations of the earth 
have worshiped, including Jehovah, Satan, the 
Holy Ghost, Jesus Christ irgin Mary, and the 
Bible. 8385 pages, 8vo. Yol. describes fully 
all religious systems of the world, including 
Judaism, Mohammedanism, and _ Christianity; 
the latter pages. BY pe being fully gone 
y D. M. 


into, %9 pages. Bennett. rit- 
ten in prison at Albany. In cloth. $3 per vol- 
ume. ar $5for the two volumes; in leather, $7; 
in morocco, gilt edges, $8. 


The foregoing volumes are called “The Truth 
Seeker Library.” Ifall are ordered together and 
sent by express, one dollar will be deducted from 
the price of each. ? 3 


“With Daughter's Babe Upon 


His Knees.” 


Photograph of: Colonel Ingersoll, with his 

randchild in his lap, & delicate little souvenir of 

merica’s greatest orator and Freedom’s greatest 
champion at home, may be had at this office for 
fifty cents. 


`~ 
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1 


JOHN E. 


REMSBURG’S 


WORKS. 


‘Abraham Lincoln: Was He A Christian? 
For fifteen yeas Mr. Remsburg, has been collecting material for his work, He presents 
i 


an array of testimony that is irresis 


at vest forever, In addition to the testimony of twenty witnesses who claim 


ble and overwhelming, and which must put this question 


hat Lincoln was 


-a Christian, and which is reviewed and refuted, he adduces the testimony of more than a hun- 


dred witnesses in proof of the claim that Lincoln was not a Christian. 


hese witnesses include 


4.8 wife and other relatives; his three law partners; his priyate secretaries; members of his 
cabinet; his principal biographers, and scores of bis most intimate friends. 


False Claims. 


Revised and Enlarged. 


As a Missionary Document it is unexcelled. Among the subjects considered by Mr. 


Hamsburg are: The 

oners in the penitentiaries; the Church an 

¢ and Learning; the Church and Liberty; 
Rights Movement; the Temperance Hef 
singly; 75 cents per dozen. 


Bible Morats. 


hurch and Morality; Criminal Statistics, showing the creeds of the pris- 
d Civilization; the 6 i 

the Church and the Antislavery Reform; the Woman’s 
orm; the Church and the Republic. 


hurch and Science; the Church 
Price, 10 cents 


Twenty Crimes and Vices Sanctioned by 


Scripture; Falsehood and Deception; Cheating; Theft and Robbery; Adultery and Prostitu- 


tion; Murder; Wars of Conguest and 


tion; Injustice to Woman; 
rance and Idiocy; cenity. Price, 
on larger quantities. 


Sabbath-Breaking. 


Extermination; Despotism; 3 
nkindness to Children; 


s h 2 
; . + Polygamy; Intemperance; Poverty and F; 
amiba Slavery; Witeherafti be F ie copies, 25 cents; 6 copies, $1. Special discount 


tolerance and@ Persecu- 
y to Animals; Human Sacrifices; 


cruel 
Vagrancy; Igno- 


This is the best and most thorough work 


- ever written on the Sabbath from a rational point of view. Large and handsome print. Th» 


merenn i diamen Mel fae to aa fe Sabbaths Bah 
3, the e ; 
ain of the a ETTA athe Testimony of the Christian Fathers; the Sabbath during 


Origin of the Christian Sab 
the Middle Ages; the Puritan Sabbath: 
Divines; Abrogation of Sunday Laws. 


Image Breaker, 


Testim ny o; j 
Price, 25 cents; 6 copies $1. 


Sia Lectures: 


e Sabbatic Idea; the Jewish 
xamination of Sunday Arguments; 


Christian Reformers, Scholars, and 


Decline of Faith; Protestant Intolerance; Washington an Unbeliever; Jefferson an Un- 


believer; Paine and 
doz., 40 cents. 


Thomas Paine. 


Wesley; Christian Sabbath. Eac 
Tells the story of the Author-Hero’s Life, 


5 cents; bound, paper, 25 cents; per 


delineates the leading traits of his character and genius, and vindicates his name from the 


agnersions cast upon it. Choice extracts 
of Man,” and “ Age of Reason,” are given; 
one. hundred noted persons of Euro 
work. Second edition, 160 pages, prin 


from ** Common Sense,” ** American Crisis,” “* Rights 
also, tributes to Paine’s character from more than 
e and America, many of them written expressly for this 
ed on fine tinted paper, neatly bound, and containing a 


handsome steel portrait of Paine. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


The Apostle of Liberty. 


An address delivered in Paine Hall, before the iN. E. Freethinkers’s Convention, 


29, 1884. Price, 10 cents. 
For all the above works address 


Truth Seeker Library. 


Published Monthly at $3 per Year. 


` Issues or 1891.—$3. , 
5 Price. 
Truth Seeker Annua. 0 25 
Men, Women, and 

dener, ,....e.sececsreseceocossepeseeeosesoe 50 
The Age of Reason. 

rate 25 
Answers to 

, nett. esene eo soreeegereeene 25 
Christian Absurdities. E 20 
Victor Hugo’s Oration on Voltaire. . 10 
The Crisis. Thomas Paine. Dlustrated..... 40 
Sabbath Breaking. John E. Remsburg....... 25 
Travels in Faith from Tradition to Rea- 

son. Robert O. Adams .....seseseeeresee 25 
Strike of a Sex. George N. Miller............ . 25 
My Religious Experience. Samuel P. Put- S 

DaAM.......6+ TE 06.0 tiewiere'eSeiesiets 
The Higher Criticigm in Theology and Re- 

ligion. T. E. Longshore................ 50 

Issues oF 1892.—$3. _ 

Infidel Death-Beds. G. W. Foote............. 25 
Rights Ps Man. Thomas Paine. [lustra- io 
(s PEE REUE 
Was Christ Crucified? Austin Bierbower.... 10 
Pulpit, Pew, and Cradle. Helen H. Gar- io 
DET ossi ingos 0's enne co ei'aine Sissors is saon 
Bible Morals. John E. Remsburg... 25 
Awful Disclosures of Maria Mon. 50 
Pocket Theology. .Voltaire...... se 25 

Why Don’t God Kill the Devil 

COCK,..... ace ceesercesee seee eiei aaa 15 
Libert: ‘e. _ Testimonial. to 

Walt Whitman, with Funeral Address. 

By Col. Robert G. Ingersoll.............. 25 
Six Lectures on Astronomy. Richard A. 

ProCtOr: ieste 0 orsietdoWes ccs bye'es Se sein setae 15 
Candle From Under the Bushel. Wm. A. “i 

ALG clodiatisug's api deleane elses penises sieleie's 
The Holy Bible Abridged................ee000. 30 

` False aims of the Church. John E. 
Remsburg....... ..sccscccecceccceceveeees 10 

Issues oF 1893.—$3. 

Thomas_ Paine Vindicated. Col. Robert 
oe o Ingersoll. ...e...esseoccsesoesceoeeesesee 15 

` The Creation of God. Dr. Jacob Hart- 

MADD ,..........+- TET tastes eesegeeeees 50 
Crimes of Preachers in the United States. 

M. E. Billings ..........0.seeeeeeeeeee eens 25 
Resurrection of Jesus.......ssesesese 40 
Handbook of Freethought. W. 8. Bell...... 50 

gion a Ourse; Religion a Disease; Re- 

is ligion a Lie. $. P. Putnam... | ...... 2% 
Design Argument Fallacies. By Editor of 

THE uty SEEKER.......... ee l: 
Abraham Lincoln: Was He a Christian? 

John E. Bemsbure.................,-6-. 50 
Pen Pictures of The Wo:ld’s Fair. Ius- 

trated. 8. P. Putnam................... 25 


During the year. other standard Freethought 
works will be published and sent to subscribers 
as they appear. | 3 

Yearly subscribers at $8 receive all the numbers 
published in one year. In ordering please say 
which year is desired, 

Single numbers sold at prices quoted. 

` THE TRUTH SEEKER O0., 
28 Lafavette Place. New York. 


Creed of Christendom. 


Its Foundatlon Contrasted with Its Superstructure. 
aia By W. R. GREG. 
Complete ™ 1 val . 19mA. 2000n . 21.60. 


January 


TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 
THE U: Ha Lafayette Place, New York. 


Superstition in Al Ages, 


BY JBAN MBSLIBR, 


Priest, w.20 
Penounced 
Christian- 
Uyand Exe | -5 


posed the 
Falseness 


sloth, $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY. 


L K. Washburn’s Works, 


Sunday and the Sabbath. “A law regu- 
lating human conduct on the Sabbath is an im- 
pertinence.” Price, 10 cents. 

The False Teaching: of the Christian 
Church. ‘‘The Thirty-nine Articles of 
the Christian church are thirty-nine poor. 
broken-down opinions.” Price, 10 cents. 

The Foolishness of Prayer. ‘Think of 
aminister’s praying God_to kill grasshoppers, 
or trying to induce the Deity to undertake a 
crusade of one against the Colorado beetle!” 


Price, 10 cents. 
Followers of Jesus. Price, 10 cents. 


Spiritualism : Is It a Faith or a Fact? 
rice, 5 cents. 

Religious Problems. Price, 10 cents. 
Was Jesus Insane? Price, 10 cents. 


The Public Schools and the Catholic 
Church. Price, 5 cents. 


«INFIDELS AND CHARITY.” 


A Leaflet showing that the oft-repeated Chris- 
tian statement that Infidels do not contribute 
to nor found charities is a falsehood. It ought to 
be widely circulated to meet the calumny. ice, 
5 cents; 50 cents a dozen. Address Tur TRUTH 
SEEKER, 28 Lafayette place, New York. 


Just Out.—25 Cents.— Five Copies for $1. 


© A Liberal living in Michigan said once that he wonld give $25 & 
year to have the Crimes of Preachers recorded, as the frequent lapses 
of virtne of the ministers showed how little value Christianity 
Oa here Tuck ead tha Fourth Edition of the hock doing this 
e Wve Just issuei 6 to on 0 e DOO. O: è 

The additions for this new edition of the 


‘s Crimes of Preachers” 


shows nearly 400 cases of ministerial conduct. While those in pre- 
vious editions show that within a few years about 


1300 MINISTERS HAVE BEEN GUILTY 


of one kind or another of criminal conduct. Most of the crimes 
are against women, for the fair sex are at once the weakness and 
tho strength of the church—“ the church” meaning of course the Ñ 
clergy. 

ı Notwithstanding the many 
price the same, 25 cents. Sen pais 
men. Show them just what sort of scamps are the clergy who have p 
olused the World’s Fair on Bunday, because it is so holy a day that to look upon machinery or 


paintings in this period is “immoral.” - 
Address THE TRUTI SEEKER COMPANY, 


REDUCTION IN PRICE OF A GREAT BOOK, 


rn 


additional pages, we have kept the tes 
for a copy, and confound the church- “ti 


With the eighth edition of 
Winwood Reade’s ‘‘ Martyre 
dom of Man,” the cost of 
W\production has been tase 
i | sened so that we can reduo® 
the price from $1.76 t 


$1.00. 


The book has had a phenomenal sale for so heretical a work, second only to-Helon Gardener 
“ Men, Women, and Gods and we Sive our readers the pecuniary benoit of w The” ja 


“MARTYRDOM OF MAN” 


Is a very interestingly pictured synopsis of universal history, showing what the race has undergone 
—its martyrdom—in te rise to its present plane. Itshows how War and Religion havo emaderge 
sive factors in man’s struggle for Liberty, and the last chapter, of some 150 pages, describes he 
intellectual strnggle from the animal period of the earth to the present, adding an outline of what 
the author conceives would be a religion of reason and love. The chapters are: 


Egypt, Western Asia, the Persians, the Greeks, the Macedonians, Al dri 
W AR „Phoenicians, Carthage and Rome, Roman Africa, the Arabs, eronaris khe 


The Natural History of Religion, the Israelites, tho Jews, tho P. 
RELIGION. onae of Jesus the Christians Arabia, Mecca, Character of aes 
ry med, Description of Africa, the Mohammedans in Central Africa. 


Ancient Europe, Invasion of the Germans, the Castle, the Town, 
LI BERTY @Chaurch, Venice, Arab Spain, the Portuguese Discoverors “tu Slavo "Tote 
Abolition in Europe, Abolition in 4merica. Materials of Human History. 
Animal Period of the Earth, Origin of Man, and Early Hist 
INTELLECT. Summary of Universal History, The Future of the oman Recs ‘The 


Religion of Reason and Love. 
Price reduced from $1.75 to $1.00. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
l 28 Lafayette place, New York, 


The Agnostic Annual 


WAS ——+- 9am >G-o— 


CHRIST «= «= = 


—FO0OR-— 


° 
w 1 8S 93-a 92) pe CRUCIFIED ? 
Edited by CHARLES A. WATTS. By AUSTIN BIERBOWER. 
OONTENTS:> j 
The Moral Sanction, Leslie Stephen; Reverent | _ A Judicial consideration of the question,and the 
Agnosticism, Amos Waters; The Mother Nature: | decision against the scriptures and the Christian 
A Poem Gerald Massey; Dogmatism in Theol- | tradition. Price, 10 cents. Address 
ogy, Alfred Momerie ; Sermons on the Mount, THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Samuel Laing; The oity of the Dead, W. Stewart 
Ross (Saladin); On the Duty of Honoaty, in Our 
Convictions C. E. Plumptre; Scientific Religion, 
Bithell; The Blight of Superstition, Charles 
Watts; Anthropology and Orthodoxy, Edward 
Clodd; The Disappearance of the Nether World. 
F. J. Gould; Religious Ideas: Their Origin an 
Development, Frederick Millar; Signals with 
Mars: A Poem, G. H. Martin; Materialism and 
Idealism Harmonized, Lucian Armstrong. 
Price, 25 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Col, A, G. Ingerso 


l's 
ARGUMENT 


Reynolds Blasphemy Trial, 


At Morristown, N, J, 


This is the greatest argument ever made in a case 
of this kind, and will be a model for the Bar so 
long a8 the Christians use force to repress free 
speech. Its legal acumen is unsurpassed, its elo- 
quence never equaled. Wherever Christian per- 
secution is going on this argument should be 
freely circulated, read to the Christians, and ex- 
pounded on every occasion. 

In paper, 25 cents; in cloth. 50 cents. 

Address THE TKUTH SEERE} . 

28 Lafavette place. New York. 


LITTLE LESSONS FOR 


LITTLE FOLKS. 


By MRS. E. D. SLENKER. 
Boards. 


Pro awa Con of 


Supernatural Religion 


Have We a Supernatural, Inspired, Mirae 
mous Rebpion? 


tee JE E Grnacan. 


Colonel Kelso’s Works. 


Rarer at annin MENA. WME MANIA 


rue Bible Analyzed. Cloth, octavo, 833 
pages, $3. 

Deity Analyzed. Cloth, 12mo, $1.00. 

‘he Real Blasphemers. Paper, 12mo, 
288 pages, &0c. ; 
Spiritualism Sustained.  Gloth, 12mo, 
A5 pages, $i- ; 

Universe Arade. &1 t 


) nants, 


Roaring Lion on the Track. 


By M. BABCOCK. 
Price, e . . . 


` [18 cents. 
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Nev Dublications. 


Unless otherwise specified, all publica- 
tions noticed here can be had of THE 
Trura Seexer Company, at the price 
named. 


Woman, CHURCH, AND Starz. A Histor- 
ical Account of the Status of Womau 
Through the Christian Ages. With 
Reminiscences of the Matriarchate. By 
Matilda Joslyn Gage. Chicago: Chas, 
H. Kerr & Co. Pp. 545, price in cloth 
#2. in half leather $3. 

This is a work of a nature which has 
long been desired. Freethinkers attempt- 
ing to eembat the churcbly as‘ertion that 
the condition of woman has been higher 
under Christianity than under previons 
religions, and that that religion is the 
cause of this elevation, bav not before had 
so complete a storehouse of facta and 
arguménts for their side. The work will 
be of equal interest, too, to every think- 
ing woman, supplying the historv of her 
sex and giving the facts from which she 
can deduce how the present character and 
circumstances of femininity came to be 
And the book deals not only with the 
church and woman, but, as its title reads. 
with woman, church, and state. So the 
woman suffragist who endeavors to re- 
move the present discriminations against 
woman by the state, will find here a 
necessary relation of the course of those 
discriminations in the past. 

The work is quite encyclopedic. We 
cannot well convey an idea of the vast 
number of the facts packed in its pages. 
We will, however, skip through the vol- 
ume with our readers viewing at least 
some of the information contained. 

Chapter I deals with The Matriarchate. 
The matriarchate or mother-rule was a 
form of society that existed at an early 
age, and Continued till very recently. It 
was the government of the mother. Un- 
der the matriarchate, except as son and 
inferior, man was not recognized in any 
one of these great institutions—family. 
church, and state. A father and husband 
as such had no place in the social, polit- 
ical, or religious seheme. Woman ruled 
in each. The child bore its mother’s 
name, tracing its deacent from her. Her 
authority over it was regarded as in ac- 
cord with neture. Tbe father, having no 
part in the familv. was a wanderer. The 
Troqnois or Six Nations of Indians lived 
under the matriarchate. Its existence and 
workings in the ancient Aryans, Egvpt, 
Malabar, and other p'aces are described. 
There was creatauthority of the wife in the 
mort polished nations of antiquity. As 
vestal virgin in Rome, woman’s authoritv 
was great both in civil and in religions af- 
fairs. Monogamv was the rnle of the 
matriarchate. Polygamy, infanticide, and 
prostitution became the rule with the in- 
stitntior of patriarchate or father-rnle. 

Chapter IT is on Celibacy. The doctrin 
of the inferior and secondary position of 
woman early: became an integral part of 
Christianity. Its most emphatic mani- 
festation isin chureh doctrins on marriage 
As it was a Cardinal tenet that the fall of 
Adam took place through his temptation 
into marriage by Eve, this relation was 
regarded with horror as a continuance of 
the evil that first brought sin into the 
world. Women was an unclean one, 
the seducer who brought sin into the 
world and canse?-the fall of man. Conse- 
quently all apostles and fathers of the 
chnrch regarded marriage as an inevitable 
evil jnst as we regard prostitution to-day. 
Marriage waa a” inferior and reprehensi- 
ble state. Celibacy war a condition of 
holiness. It would be difficult to conceive 
anything more Coarse avd repulsiv than 
the manner in which marriage was re- 
garded by the church. It was regarded 
only in its very lowest aspect St. Au- 
gustine, while admitting the possibility of 
salvation’ for the married, yet speaking of 
a mother and daughter in heaven com- 
pared the former toa star of the second 
magnitude, but represented the latter ar 
shining with prime brilliancy. While the 
possibility of salvation to the married was 
at first recognized, it was denied at later 
date even to persons otherwise living holy 
lives. The emperor Jovinian banished a 
man who asserted the possibility of salva- 
tion to married persons provided they 
obeyed all the ordinances of the church 
and lived good lives. As part of this 
doctrin. the church tanght that woman 
was tinder an especial curse and man a8 di- 
vinely appointed agent for the enforce- 
ment of that curse. Itinculcated the be- 
lief that all restrictions placed upon her 
were but parts of her just punishment for 
having cauged the fall of man. Under 
such teaching a belief in the supreme 
virtue of celibacy—first declared by the 
Apostle Paul—was firmly established. To 
Augustine is the world indebted for full 
development of the theory of original sin, 
promulgated by Paul as a doctrin of the 
Christian church. Paul gave to the Chris- 
tian world a lever long enough to reach 


down through eighteen centuries, all that 


time moving it in opposition to a belief in 


mitted women to sing in church, using 


America under many forms. 


weman’s created and religious equality 
with man, to ber right of private indgment 
and to her personal freedom. His teach- 
ing that Adam, first created, was not first 
in sin, divided the unity of the human 
race in the assumption that woman was not 
part of the original creativ idea but a sec- 
ondary thought, an inferior being brought 
into existence as an appendage to man. 
Everything connected with woman was 
held to be unclean. It is atated that 
Agathro desired the Sophist Herodes to 
get ready for him the next morning a ves- 
sel full of pure milk, that is to say which 
had not heen milked by the hand of a 
woman. Bnt he perceived as soon as it 
was offered to him that it was not such as 
he desired, protesting that the scent of her 
hands who bad milked it offended his 
nostrils. In the oldest Eurcpean churches 
great distinction as made between the 
pnrity of man and woman. At an early 
date woman was forbidden to receive the 
eucharist into her naked hand on account 
of her impnrity, or to sing in church on 
account of her inherent wickedness. To 
such an extent was this opposition carried, 
that the church of the Middle Ages did not 
hesitate to provide itself with eunuchs in 
order to supply cathedral choirs with the 
soprano tones inhering by nature in woman 
alone. One of the principal charges 
against the Huguenots was that they per- 


celibacy of the clergy was directly op- 
posit to the promotion of purity. The 
priests, denied marriage, pract'ced crim- 
inal intercourse with the wives and dangh- 
ters of their whole neighborhoods. The 
rightful state of marriage being dis- 
countenanced, its place was supplied by 
the wrongful states of fornication, adul- 
tery, concubinage, and prostitution. 
Morals sank fearfully low. 

Chapter III is on Canon Law. The 
canon law of the church teemed with feat- 
ures of baneful effect. The church made 
the legitimacy of marriage dependent on 
her control of the ceremony. A change 
from ancient Civilization to renewed bar- 
barism was perceived and noted by his- 
torians at an early point of the Christian 
era, but its Cause was unperceived. The 
cause was the extension of the canon law. 
The clergy became a distinct legal body 
from the laity, with diffe-entrights. Canon 
law grew rapidly in England, and the 
separation of ecclesiastical courts from 
Civil was, says Blackstone, one of the most 
notable legal events of that country. Learn- 
ing was probibited to women. The oath of 
seven persons was required to Convict a 
priest. Daughters could be disinherited, 
but sons could not. The Reformation con- 
tinued the same principles. The catering 
of the nations to Pope Leo XIII. at the 
time of his jubilee was shameful. The 
rending him a gift by the president of the 
United States was disgraceful. = 

Chapter IV is on Marquette. This was 
the legal right of the feudal lords to pass 
the first night or nights with the new- 
made bride of each of their tenants. 
right existed both in the civil and the ec- 
clesiastical law. Church dignitaries were 
often feudal lords also, and in this case 
they claimed this privilege the same as the 
rest The immorality of the heads of the 
Roman, Greek, and Protestant churches 
is recited. This subject of marquette is 
followed by that of the immorality of 
modern Christian society. Shocking cases 
such as those of the Pall Mall Guzetie dis- 
closures, the West End of London, Eton, 
and the Northwestern pineries of the 
United States are described. The foreign 
traffic in young English girls is related. 
There is, it is stated, an immense number 
of child criminals. ‘fhe church has aided 
in all this. Her tendency was from the 
first toward the employment of woman for 
salaciousness. Among other Citations is 
that of the baptism of women nude by the 
early church. i 

Chapter V is the history of Witchcraft. 
The possession of a pet of any kind was 
dangerous toawoman. The fact of any 
woman’s possessing knowledge brought 
her under the suspicion of the church. 
Women physicians of the Middle Ages 
were persecuted and suppressed by the 
chnrch. The persecution of women as 
witches was introduced into America by 
tbe Pilgrim fathers. These persons also 
whipped women half nude for their re- 
ligious opinions , 

Chapter VI is on Wives. Under Chris- 
tianity wives held a position much m re 
restricted and servil than previously. 
Daughters were sold into marriage, and 
wives sold or traded from one husband to 
another like cattle. Murder of a husband 
by a wife was styled petit treason and pun- 
ished by burning alive, while murder of 
a wi e by a husband was condoned. Mari 
talinfidelity of a husband went unrebuked, 
but of a wife was allowed to be punished 
with instant death by the hushand. Hus- 
bands controled wives’ property. Hus- 
bands cont: oled wives’ religion. Women 
were notadmitted as witnesses. They were 
not permitted to read the Bible. . 

Chapter VIL handles Polygamy. Our 
present system of marriage of one hus- 
band to one wife was not produced, as is 
claimed, by the Christian church. It. was 
brought about by other causes.” It is of 
undisputed historic record that both the 
Christian church and the Christian state 
in different centuries and under differing 
circumstances gave their influence in favor 
of polygamy. These instances are here 
related by Mrs. Gage in detail, An ac- 
count of Mormon polygamy follows. 

Chapter VIII discusses Woman and 
Work. Women hav been degraded to 
menial and base labors. The work of 
women during pregnancy Causes injury to 
the ofispring. 

In Chapter IX The Church of To-Day 
is exposed in its perniciousness. Its oppo- 
sition to woman’s elevation and its thou- 
sand other faults are noted. ‘‘ The opposi- 
tion of the church to woman’s education,” 
says Mrs. Gage, ‘‘has killed off the in- 
habitants of the world with greater rapid- 
ity than war, famin, or pestilence.” 

Chapter X surveys The Past, Present, 
and Future aspects of the matter. 

The book is a valuable treasure-house of 
facts. Itis of interest and use to the stu- 
dent of church history, of woman’s his- 
tory, and of the history of the state. , 

Not the least among its uses is that if 
placed in women’s hands it is calculated to 
turn them from the church better than 
almost any other book that we hav seén. 
ee 


their voices in praise of God contrary to 
the express command of St. Paul, Cather- 
ine de Medicis reproacbing them for this 
great sin. The massacre at St. Bartholo- 
mew, when thirty thousand men. women, 
and children lost their lives. and the entire 
destruction of many families of purest 
character took place, with an additional 
great loss to France from the self-imposed 
banishment of hundreds more. may be 
traced to the teaching of St. Paul that 
woman should keep silence in the church 
This Acctrin also crossed the ocean with 
the Puritan fathers, and has appeared in 
The Chris- 
tianity of the ages teaching the existence 
of asuperior and inferior sex, possessing 
different rights under the law and in the 
chnrch, it has been easy to bring man and 
woman under accountability to a differe t 
code of morals. For this double code the 
church is largely indebted to the subtle 
and acute Panl, who saw in tbe new re- 
ligion but an enlarged Jndaism that should 
giv prominence to Abrabam and his seed 
from whom Christ claimed descent. His 
conversion did not remove his old Jewish 
contempt for woman, as shown in his tem- 
ple service, the law forbidding her en- 
trance beyond the outer court. Nor 
could he divest himself of the spirit of the 
old morning prayer which duly led eacb 
Jew to thank God that he was not born a 
heathen, a slave, or a woman. He brought 
into the new dispensation the inflnence 
of the old ceremonial law, which re- 
garded woman as unclean. The Jew- 
ish exclusion of forty days from even 
tbe onter court of tbe sanctnary to 
the woman who had given birth to a son. 
and of twice that period, or e%hty days, if 
a daughter had been born, was terminated 
in both religions by a sin-offering in ex- 
piation of the mother’s crime for having. 
at the peril of her own, breught another 
human being into life. This Old Testa- 
ment teaching degraded the life-giving 
principle exemplified in motherhood, and 
in a twofold way lessened the nation’s re- 
gard for womanhood. First, through the 
sin-offering and purification demanded of 
the mother; second, by its doubling the 
period of exclusion from the temple in 
case a girl was given to the world. The 
influence of church teaching is most 
strikingly manifested in the thought of to- 
day. ithout predetermined intention of 
wrong-doing, man has been so molded by 
the church doctrin of ages and the co- 
ordinate laws of state as to hav become 
blind to the justice of woman’s demand for 
freedom such as he possesses. Nor is 
woman herself scarcely less bound, al- 
though now torn by the spirit of rebellion 
which burnt in the hearts of her fore- 
mothers, so cruelly persecuted, so falsely 
judged, during past ages, when the most 
devout Christian woman possessed no 
rights in the church, the govern- 
ment, or the family. The learning which 
had been hers in former periods war 
then interdicted as an especial element 
of evil. Her property rights recognized. 
in former periods were then denied; as 
a being subordinate to man she was not 
allowed a separate estate or control 
over the earnings of her own hands. Her 
children were not her own but those 
of a master for whose interest or pleasure 
she had given them birth. Without free- 
dom of thought or action, trained to con- 
sider herself secondary to man, a being 
who came into the world not as part of the 
great original plan of creation but as an 
afterthought of her creator, and this doc- 
trin taught as one of the most sacred mys- 
teries of religion which to doubt was to 
insure her eternal damnation, it is not 
strange that the great body of women are 
not now more éutspoken in demanding 
equal religious and governmental rights 
with man. The establishment of the 


By M. BABCOCK. Price, 15 ots. 


This. 


GHOST OF ST. JOHNS. 


Gems of Phought. 


Treason doth never prosper: what’s the 


reason? 
Why, if it prosper none dare call it trea- 
son. —Anon. 
Trova has inalienable rights. Just as it 


is never out of season to search for it, so 
it can never be out of season to defend it. 
— Voltaire. 


Man can only be a gainer and nota 
loser both intellectually and morally by 
the spread of knowledge and education 
and by the disappearance of superstitious 
ideas. To refuse to recognize this is to 
run counter to all reason and all history. 
Populer theories about the government of 
the world and immortality may change 
aud take whatever forms they like: hu- 
man society will not be changed for all 
that, and will not come to grief.— Buchner. 


VOLTAIRE was the champion of the op- 
pressed and the helpless. He was the 
Cesar to whom the victims of church and 
state appealed. He stood for the intellect 
and heart of his time. From a great 
hight he surveyed the world. His hori- 
zon was large. He had some vices—these 
he shared in common with priests—his 
virtues were his own. He was in favor of 
universal education, of the development 
of the brain. The chnreh despised him. 
He wished to put the knowledge of the 
whole world within the reach of all. 
Every priest was his enemy. He wished 
to drive from the gate of Eden the 
cherubim of superstition so that the chil- 
dren of Adam might return and eat of the 
fruit of the tree of knowledge. The 
church opposed this because it had the 
fruit of the tree of ignorance for sale.— 
Ingersoll. 


Waite the eve and the ear vary little in 
structure in different individuals, the va- 
riations in mental structure are endless, ` 
being determined by our environment, 
education, and inherited peculiarities. 
Color-blindness is comparativly rare and 
limited to afew colors; psychical blind- 
ness, ina greater or less degree, is a de- 
fect no man is free from. The simpler 
illustrations of this law need not detain us. 
We put any. new phenomenon into that 
Class of our previous notions which it most 
cl'sely resembles. A child who sees a 
cow for the first time calls it a horse, if 
familiar with horses, The same plant may 
be apperceived by a girl as a flower, by a 
farmer as a weed, by an old woman as an 
herb. The story of the precocious boy is 
in point. He sat underatree as three 
strangers passed by. The first said, 
“What a fine stick of timber!” ‘‘ Qood- 
morning, carpenter,” said the boy. The 
second, ‘‘ What excellent bark!” ‘Good+ 
morning, tanner.” The third, ‘‘ What a 
beautiful tree-top!” ‘* Good-morning, 
artist.” He had correctly interpreted 
their vocations from their manner of ap- 
perceiving the tree. Our habits of 
thought, once started, grow on any food. 
We go by chance to hear a lecturer of an 
oprosit party or sect, and come away con- 
firmed in our own views. This law of 
mental inertia tends constantly to produce 
one-sidedness. Nature strives ever to 
rectify this tendency by presenting to us 
an nnsorted variety of details, and sne- 
c2eds in keeping most of us within the 
bounds of sanity, though. not of perfect 
balance.— Professor Patrick on The Psy- 
chology of Prejudice. 


Ir was stated by friends of Lincoln that: 
he generally refrained from giving pub- 
licity to his religious opinions while in 
public life because of their unpopularity. 
In answer to this the Christian claimant 
retorts: ‘‘If this be true then he was a 
bypocrit.” But let us be honest. Nearly 
every person entertains opinions which he 
does not deem it discreet or necessary to 
make public. You, my Christian friend, 
entertain doubts and heresies concerning 
your creed which you keep a secret or dis- 
close only to your most intimate associates. 
If you, in private life, and not dependent 
upon the public, hide your unpopular 
thoughts from the world, can you consist- 
ently blame Lincoln for his silence when 
the fate of a nation depended upon him 
and the alienation even of a few bigots 
might turn the scales against him? Again, 
the clergy are forever advising and en- 
treating men not to publish their doubts 
and heresies. Is it consistent in them to 
condemn a man for following their advice? 
The church shonld learn to respect 
honesty herself before she charges others 
with dishonesty. It is the shame of 
Christianity that men hav been obliged 
to conceal their honest convictions în 
order to escape ostracism and persecution. 
When the church herself becomes honest 
enough to tolerate and respect the honest 
opinions of those who cannot conscien- 
tiously accept her creed, then will it be 
time for her to charge Lincoln with 
hypocrisy for having partially withheld 
his unpopular views from religious ruf- 
fians.— Was Abraham Lincoln a Chris- 
tian? by John E. Remsburg, 
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A LIBERAL SIORY, 
By Mrs, E. J. Barr. Price, 25 cents. 
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Thirty-five years’ experience Examinations snd Re- 
ports free, Prompt attention, Send Drawing and de 
waription to L. Racare & Cn. Atty’s Washington. De 


The Colonel Ingersoll Souvenir. 


THE MOST ARTISTIO SPOON MADE. 
STERLING SILVER, MASSI¥E, BEAUTIFUL. 


Given Away. 


In order to introduce this most artistic of all 
Souvenirs, Ishall present to all patrons who favor 
me with au order for goods, to the amount of 
$20, one of the above spoons, my pae $2.50, but 
guaranteed u finer spoon than sold elsewliere for 
3 And tor every additional $20, an additional 
spoon. Or with an order for $10 worth of goods 
I will supply the spoon for $1. : 


THE INGERSOLL SOUVENIR 


Is made in the following variety: - 


Tea Spvons, { Oxidized. } each $2.20 
10 Ounces | er dO, 
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PRL 
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250 Tea is algo supplie i etched in bowl, 
“The Time To Be H-ppy I Now,” or other mot- 
toes, or names. tor fifty cents extra. Parties en- 
titled to spoons may, upon paying difference in 
price, select any other sppon from above list. 

My stock embraces everything usually kept in 
first class jewelry stores. Diamonds guaranteed 
20 per cent berow regular market price. Watches 
of every description, Chains Rings Necklaces, 
Jewelry, Silver anu Plated Ware, ptical Goods 
Ba ges, Gold Pins, Etc. And $1,000 will be paid 
for proot that I hav advanced my prices above 
lowest prices published in any of my latest price- 
lists, on account of the above liberal offer. 

(if Freethought Badges are preferred the $2.50 
may be so applied.) 


OTTO WETTSTEIN, 
(Established 1857) Rochelle, DI., 


Designer of The Perfected “Otto Wettstein ” 
Wateh: the Beautiful Ingersoll Spoon; the Popu- 
lar Freethought Badge. A 
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NOTED SPECIALIST, 
For Men Only, 


Is a physician of a wide and extensive practice, 
and his remedies are of the best. ‘he Doctor 
treats all those peculiar diseases of young and 
middle-aged men, as the result of youthful errors 
and excesses, causing Early Decay, Loss of Man- 
hood, Wasting Discharges. Varicocele, Mental 
a Gee Debility, idiocy, Insanity, and 
eath. 

To those affiicted and who are desirous of being 
cured a booklet of some 33 pages will be sent ta 
their address for ten cents, sealed in a plain 
envelope, giving causes and Symptoms of the 
Complaint and a description of the Doctor’s im- 

ortant medical discovery en Outward Applica- 
ion—a positive cure—the only remedy. of the 
kitd in existence— with evidences of success. 
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dress, DR. R. P. FELLOWS, 
Vineland, N. J , 
And say you saw this advertisement in TEE 
TRUTH SEEKER. 


Dr, Fellows is an Infidel. 
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JERRY’S JOSS PREPARETH TO GO ON THE WARPATH. 


The Lord hath opened his armory. and hath brought fortb. the weapons of his indignation: for this is the 


work of the Lord God of hosts in the land of the Chaldeaus.—Jere. 1, 25. 
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Y ews of the Week. 


Tue Minnesota supreme court has 
affirmed the right to boycott. 


Since Steve Brodie jumped from high 
bridges about New York city, emulation 
to ‘equal him has prevailed. Brodie in- 
voked no supernatural protection, and 
was unharmed. Last week Matthew 
Rooney blessed himself, making signs of 
the cross, and jumped. The hospital 
authorities say that he may liv. 

' On the animosity between Christians 
and Hebrews in the Jewish quarter of 
New York, a court judge says: ‘‘There 
will be a‘ Red sea’if many more Jews 
come here to liv. The Christians and 
Hebrews are at swords’ points now around 
here, and an outbreak may occur at any 
time. The police hav all they can do to 
keep peace among the people now, and if 
many more Jews get in here they will hav 
a hard task.” 


In an English court a husband who was 
sued for divorce pleaded that he was the in- 
jured party. He was, he said, notso well up 
in theological subjects as his wife, and when 
they were talking over sermons they had 
heard she became offended if his opinions 
were not like hers. One is not surprised 
‘| after this, says the account, to hear that 
one of the allegations against the respond- 
ent is. that he had ‘struck the petitioner 
with the Methodist Magazine. 


Tue Jews of Yalta, Russia, refused to 
obey the decree to retire within the Pale. 
For several days the Greek Catholic 
clergy exhorted the rest of the population 
to rise and expel them. Last week an 
anti Jew mob took possession of the 
streets, broke into houses occupied by 
Jews, and tried to drive the occupants 
from the town. The Jews fought back. 
-| Dozens were dragged into the streets and 
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“A Digest of Science.” 


THE DYNAMIC THEORY OF LIFE AND MIND: 


Anattempt to show that all Organic Beings are both Con- 
structed and Operated by the Dynamic Agencies 
of their respective Environments. 


By JAMES B. ALEXANDER. 


Over 400 illustrations, 87 chapters, 1,067 pages, and a 3-column index of 11 pages. 
Price, express prepald by us, only $2.75. 


i k end to embrace the field covered by thousands of books, such as those of the 
: manhid Library ‘of Science,” the “International Scientific Series,” etc., by bringing together, in 
simple and direct form, with proper correspondence between them, all of the known factors con- 
tributing toward the origin and evolution of organic beings. , 


% ‘N 
Do vou wish to de well informed? THEN READ A.CHAPTER OB VERSE DAILY FROM THIS BIBLE OF 


8OIENOE ! 
It is entertaining as well as enlightening, and will lead you to ‘ worth-ship ” (worship) nature 
~t. e., appreciate the worth of the Universal Mother. 


You must own this book some day: why not NOW? 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 2 Lafayette Place, New York. 
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The Jewish Sabbath—The 
Christian Scriptures and the 

Sabbath—-Examination of 
Sunday Arguments Origin 
ot the Christian Sabbath— 
Testimony of the Christian 
Fathers-The Sabbath dur- 
ing the Middle Ages—The 
Puritan Sabbath—Testimony 
of Christian Reformers, 
Scholars, and Divines—Abro-« 
gatiou of Sunday Laws. 


—BY— 
JOHN B. REMSBURG. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette alace. New York. 


Price, 25 Cents. 


APEU RUVDAYS 


ihe Sunday Question. 


4 HISTORICAL AND CRITICAL REVIEW, 
WITH REPLIES TO AN OBJECTOR 
By GEORGE W. BROWN, M.D. 


Orice, - - 


THOMAS PAINE; 
WAS HE JUNIUS? 


By W. H. BURR. 
Second edition, enlarged to 32 pages; with the 


best engraved likeness of Paine. Price, 10 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


By W. F. JAMIESON. 


a rock of human liberty. 
ih cents 


Price. - - - 2 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Essay on Miracles. 


" By DAVID HUME, 


Shen > o = M sare 


{RELIGION NOT HISTORY. 


Is Controversy Dangerous? | 


This little book goes down to the very bed- į 


were beaten. Many were killed. 1 The 
houses owned by Jews were plundered and 
wrecked. 


Ar Fabriz, Persia, Mirza-Ibrahim, a 
convert from Mobammedanism to Chris- 
tianity, has died from ill treatment re- 
ceived in prison, where he had been con- 
fined a year on account of his conversion. 
His wife and property had been taken 
away, and 'he was placed in chains and 
with his feet in stocks. An account says: 
‘ With him were twelve desperate fellows. 
They became angry and took turns in 
choking him with their fingers and asking 
him ‘Is it Isa (Jesus) or Ali? To this’ 
question he invariably answered ‘Isa,’ and 
then they would choke him again.” 


Tue new liquor system of South Caro- 
lina is thought very despotic by favorers 
of personal liberty all over the country. 
The clubs are forbidden to sell liquor to 
their- members, and hay built lockers 
in which each member keeps his stock 
separately and helps himself. But a rod 
is in pickle for these clubs. Not only 
is it impossible to treat a friend or brother 
member to a drink without breach of the 
new law, but if the law is strictly con- 
strued it is illegal to maintain any except a 
blue-ribbon club. Treating is forbidden 
by a phrase which makes it illegal to dis- 
tribute or giv away liquor, and clubs are 
aimed at again in the clause which de- 
clares that a place where men associate to 
keep liquor may be adjudged a nuisance, 


An intimate friend of Governor Altgeld 
says ‘‘there is now being made ready for 
the printer a pamphlet in which the 
governor will.go into an exhaustiv review . 
of the Anarchists’ case. He will reaffirm 
that the men were tried by a prejudiced 
judge and a jury selected to convict, He 
will outline in detail the alleged conspiracy 
among the police to manufacture evidence 
and suborn witnesses to testify against 
Spies and his comrades. He will print, I 
am told, the names of the rich men who 
contributed to a secret fund to be used to 
aid the prosecution and the amounts they 
gave respectivly. He will assert that an 
immense sum was to be divided among 
certain parties in the event of the convic- 
tion of the Anarchists, and that no means 
were left untried by some of the parties in 
interest to earn this reward.” 


A RFBELLION in Kansas is feared. The 
governor is charged by conservativs and 
capitalists with now being plotting one. 
He has, they say, been ‘‘ squaring him- 
self”? with what the governor’s enemies 
.call the most vicious element in the state. 
Not only has he, say his accusers, through 
his subordinate officials directed. the 
strike among the coal miners now in 
progress, but he has invaded the peniten- 
tiary and has pardoned men who hay re- 
turned to their former homes to terrorize 
all those who were instrumental in seeur- 
ing their incarceration. In all these 
pardons, say the governor’s accusers, 
‘the criminals had been guilty of grosg 
offenses. and they hav come from com- 
munities in which the Populists hav the 
strongest hold. Take the entire list and 
you will find this to be the case, Then, 
too, those pardoned are the ones who hay 
the most influence with a certain class,” 


{ EAGLE BRAND. 


IROOFING 


Is unequaled for house. barn, factory, or out- 
buildings, and costs half the price of shingles, 
tin, or iron. It is1eady for use, and is easily ap- 
plied by anyone. Send stamp for samples, and 
state size of roof. 


EXCELSIOR PAINT AND ROOFING CO., 


Dept. 10, 155 Duane St., New York. 
13t18 


Examination of the Morals and History 
of the New Testament. s 
By Psor. F. W. HEWMAN. Price 25 sents. 


ZG , finy y 
iHe SABBATH. 
By M. FARRINGTON, 
4i. Thorough Examination and Ref- 
utation of the Claims of the 


Sabbatarians. 
Price, 


x0 cents. 


Spiritualism Sustained, 


FIVE LEOTURES. . 
Rv John R, Kelso. AIF. 
12mo. cloth. $1.00. 


Priestly Gelibacy Exposed, 


By Rev. Q. T. Fox, M.A. 
Prtan. 16 canta. Addrers tbis offina. 


MEDICAL. 


If you need a medicine pay attention to some- 
thing which will cure you. It is knownas 


The Water of Life, 


and is adapted to curing, more especially, all 
forms of Stomach, Liver. Kidney, and Bladder 
troubles. By injecting this water it will heal all 
sorts of inflammations of theinternalorgans,such 
cases as Piles, Typhoid and other fevers Bowel 
diseases, Uterine and other forms of Female 
Complaints. Itis a Blood Purifier, and is an-ex- 
cellent remedy for Catarrh and Lung and Throat 
inflammations. It will heal the nerves, restoring 
lost vigor of mind and body, creating a goo 
appetite and producing sound sleep. It acts 
steadily upon the urine, cleansing the blood by 
means of the kidneys, and acts mildly upon the 
bowels, thereby producing bodily habits which 
are so essential to good health. This 


| Water of Life 


i is sold absolutely pure, as it is pumped from 

i the spring, without the addition of any drug 

| whatever. Itis Nature's Remedy, pure and sim- 

| ple, and nota manufactured article. The : uccess 
“t has achieved has come mostly from its friends 
who hav been cured by using it. Send for a 
pamphlet free. containing photo-engraved let- 
ters and recommendations from those who have 

| nsed it, giving a forty-page history and all par- 
ticulars about this remarkable water, to 


J. R. PERRY, Manager, 
| 6m12 34 South Main Street, Wilkesbarre, Pa. 


A Journal of Freethought and Reform. 


Vol. 20. No. 31. {PUBLISHED WEEKLY. New York, Saturday, August 5, 1893. {28 LAFAYETTE Pr} $3.00 Per Year. 


The Truth Seeker Library. 


The World’s Sages, Thinkers, and Re- 
formers, The Biographies of three hun- 
dred of the most distinguished teachers and 
philosophers (who were not Christians), from 
the time of Menu to the present. By D.M. Ben- 
nett. 1,075 pages, 8vo. Cloth, $3; Teather, 4; 
morocco, gilt edges, $4.50. 


Snpernatnral Religion. An inquiry into 
the reality of divine revelation. Decidedly the 
most thorough and exhaustive work on_ the 
claims of supernaturalism ever written. By F. 
W. Newman, Emeritus Professor of the London 
University. 1,115 pages, 8yo. In cloth, 84; 
leather, $5; morocco, gilt edges, $5.50. 


The Great Works of Thomas Paine. 
Including The Age of Reason, Examination of 
Prophecies, Reply to Bishop of Llandaff, Let- 
ters to Mr. Erskine, Essay on Dreams, Letter 
to Camille Jordan, The Religion of Deism 
Common Sense, The Crisis, and the Rights of 
Man; the whole preceded by the Life of Paine, 
and a steel-plate portrait. 800 pages, 8vo. 
Cloth; $3; leather, $4; morocco, gilt edges, 


Analysis of Religions Belief. An ex- 
amination of the Creeds, Rites, and Sacred 
writings of the World. By Viscount Amberley, 
son of the late Lord John Russell, twice Pre- 
mier of England. Complete from the London 
edition. 745 pages, 8vo. In cloth, $3. 


The Gods and Religions of Ancient and 
Modern Times. Vol. I gives a full ac- 
count of all the gods the nations of the earth 
have worshiped, including Jehovah, Satan, the 
Holy Ghost, Jesus Christ irgin Mary, and the 
Bible. 835 pages, 8vo. Vol. describes fully 
all religious systems of the world, including 
Judaism, Mohammedanism, and Christianity; 
the latter occupying B72 (peges, being fully gone 
into. %9 pages. By D. M. Bennett. rit~ 
ten in prison at Albany. In cloth, $8 per vol- 
ume, or $5 for the two volumes; in leather, $7; 
in morocco, gilt edges, $8. 


The foregoing volumes are called “The Truth 
Seeker Library.” If all are ordered together and 
sent by express, one dollar will be deducted from 


the price of eac 
BOOKS BY | 
PROF. FELIX L. OSWALD. 


The Bible of Natnre: A Contribution 
to the Religion of the Future. Oloth. 81. |, 
The Secret of the East; or, The Origin 
of the Christian Religion and the Significance 

of its Rise and Decline. Cloth, $1. 
Physical Education ; or, The Health-Laws 
of Nature. Cloth, ik 
Honsehold Remedies for the Prevalent 
Disorders of the Human Organism. Cloth, $1. 
Zoological Sketches: A Contribution to 
the Outdoor study of Natural History. Illus- 
trated by H. Faber. Oloth A 
~~ Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette place, New York. 


THE HOLY CROSS SERIES. 


The Popes and Their Doings. Biograph- 
ical sketches of the most noted of these vicars 
of Christ and vicegerents of God, showing what 
they have done, and what kind of men they were. 
It contains very plain statements,in very un- 
varnished language, and the unmasking is com- 
plete, proving them to have been cruel, in- 
triguing, and licentious men. Considering the 
rapid growth of Catholicism in this country, 
this book cannot be too widely disseminated. 

- Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 

The Awful Disclosures of Maria Monk, 
as exhibited in a narrative of her sufferings dur- 
ine her residence of five years as a novice, and 
two years as_a black nun, in the Hotel Dieu 
Nunnery, at Montreal. Perhaps not any anti- 
Catholic book published has created more ex- 
citement, and had such a circulation as this 
work. To counteract its effects the Catholics 
circulated a story that Maria Monk was “no 
better than she should be,” but investigation 
disclosed that her “child of shame” was none 
other than the child of her priest-seducer. 
Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth 75 cents, 

Auricular Confession and Popish Nun- 
neries, By Wm. Hogan, for twenty-five 

ears a confessing priest. A revelation of the 
icentious practices of the priests and nuns in 
these religious brothels. There is no question 
that Ex-priest Hogan knew the truth of the 
tales of vice, seduction, andinfanticide he gives 
in this volume, and equally there is no question 
that if the people generally knew of tbem, Ca- 
tholicism would not be given the vast amounts 


É mes PE ez 
ae x PA AIESTCRA 


THE FALL OF MAN. 


a of money now allowed it by our various city 


governments. Price, paper, 50 cents, cloth. 75 


“With Daughter's Babe Upon | x22" bsolntion, A Review of 
THE ELIMINATOR; idl ERAMERT ANALYZED. His Knees.” - "tle ene ot aun cova [es 


; masked,” from the “Master Key to Popery,” 
i 43 Photograph of ete. The work is a protest against and an appeal 
f 0 Contents: Derivations and Definitions of dohild in his lap, a delicate little souvenir of to every American citizen to examine carefully 
l x | Political Terms; Various Forms of Government; | {mericas greatest orator and Freedom’s greatest | and thoughtfully a religions system so invasive 
General Principles of Government; Functions | Ghampion at home. may be had at this office for | of privacy, so powerful for evil in licentions 
of Government; Origin of Government; Declara- | Afty centr. hands, so fraught with danger to female mod- 
“Write me no more fables, lest I be a Jool and tion of Inde endence;, Articles of Confederation: Afty oant testy, to the ingenuous openness of youth, 
3 Defects of the Confederation; Formation ot, the : 
read the riddles awry.” Defects of the Confederation; tes; ‘Taxation; | VALUABLE ENGLISH 


and to the freedom of thought, speech, and 
action. Price, paper, 25 cents. 


Shraal Tariff for, Protection; War; Punishment; Mar- s Priestly Celibacy Exposed. A lecture by 
By R. B, Westbrook, D.D, LL.B. (giei Haiel pn as Monori Wata PUBLICATIONS tno Roy, Geo. Townsend Fom gf, Durham, Enë, 
Contents: The Whole Truth; Sacerdotalism | Those who know Col. Kelgo’s keen analytical The Student’s Darwin. By Edward B. eral Revised Am er tlie Roman decree that 


Impeached; The Fabulous Claims of Judaism; | power, as shown in his “Bible Analyzed > i 
Moses and the Pentateuch; Ancient Symbolism R Deity Analyzed,” will realize that in " Govern- Aveling, Dee sted of University O queg 
and Modern Literalism; Astral Keys to Bible | ment Analyzed” they will hav the bedrock of on nn of Darwin's work to those who have 
Stories: The Fable of the Fall; Search for the | human authority exposed, and will learn what | sorgi ung. time nor the opportunity to investi- 
* Last Adam:” What Is Known of the New Testa- | government is. Whether they will agree with | net on, ally for themselves. 1. The TAturalist’s 
ment; The Drama of the Gospels; The Ideal pov Statement of what government is depends ee ‘Around the World. 2 Geolovical 
Christ; Jesus_and Other Christs; A Reverent | upon whether they lean to Socialistic or Anarch- Voyage S Botanical Works. 4 Zoological 


priests shall not mary. Price, paper, 15 cents. 
Sister Lucy and Her Awfnl Disclosures 
Respecting New Hall Convent, Bore- - 


. ham, Essex, England, Showing that convents 
are inimical to chastity, virtue, and freedom. 


upe c Price, paper, 10 cents. 
Oege on, Jeani A e i ragonta; Blood jigo philosaph7, pom i poao cemeny, 2 OEE, piat O Baos pe enue $ PAE TRUTH SEEKER CQ; 
Price, cloth, $1.50. Fort sale at this office. _-- Price, $1.50. Sold by 


ng from this book OTH SEEKER, copious index. Price, $2. sma ciated am 28 Lafayette Place, New York City. 
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New Publications. | i New Publications. 


PEN PICTURES OF THE WORLD'S FAIR 


By SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 


New Publications. | New Publications. 


RELIGION A CURSE, 
RELICION A DISEASE, 
RELIGION A LIE. 


By Samuel P. Putnam. 


A Full Description of the Fair, Invaluable as a Guide-Book and still more Inyal- 

uable to those who cannot attend. It tells WHAT TO SEE and WHERE TO SEE IT; 

ives rates of admission to the various attractions of the Fair and cost of living in 
hicago, with other useful information to the visitor. ack 3. 

It is, besides being a complete Guide-Book, the best description of the Fair yet 
given—poetic, beautiful, accurate. It describes the inauguration ceremonies, gives 
the director-general’s address, the efforts to close the Fair Sundays and the triumph 
of the Sunday-openers; describes the various buildings and what they gontain, and is, 
allin all, the very best picture of the Fair that can be painted with a pen. 


Dedicated to the American Congress, of 1892, which for the sake of Religion, Stabbed Liberty 
to the Heart. 


A work burning with indignation inspired by the Congressional act closing the World’s Fair 
on Sunday—au act which pratically united the government and the Christian church. 


To which is added Mr. Putnam’s address delivered before the Columbian 
Exposition Committee of the House of Representatives against Sunday closing. 


Also the following Essays and Poems by Mr. Putnam, which have never béfore been put in 
book form: Orthodoxy; Freethought; Man, Not God (written fora Paine anniversary); The Statue 
of Liberty and Thomas Paine; a poem written for the opening exercises of the Silverton, Ore., Free- 
thought Hall; Death and Life; The Golden Age; Shut the Door (a poem on the closing of the 
Centennial Exposition in Philadelphia, in 1876). , e 

The main essay in this work is one of the strongest arraignments eyer made of ti e religion 
which cramps and fetters the minds of the people of this cou: try. It should be distributed widely. 
lt has been commended in the highest terms as it appeared in THE TRUTH SEEKER and we hope every 
reader will buy a copy to lend his neighbor and arouse thought. 


ILLUSTRATED. 


A MAP OF JACKSON PARK, enabling the visitor to make his way around, 
and the stay-at-home to see where he went. 


A BIRD’S-EYE VIEW OF THE FAIR, enabling one to comprehend ata 
glance the magnitude of the Exposition, the greatest ever known to the present time. 


PICTURES OF ALL THE PRINCIPAL BUILDINGS: 
Woman’s Building. Art Palace. Fisheries Building. 
Administration Building. Manufactures and Liberal Agricultural Building. 
Electrical Building. Arts Building. . Transportation Building. 
Machinery Hall. Mines and Mining Building. Horticultural Building. 
Forestry Building. 


Price % oents; Five ooptes for $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York City. 


DESIGN ARGUMENT FALLACIES, 


A Refutation of the Argument That Nature Exhibits 
Marks of Having Been Designed by 


“A visitor to the Fair says of this book—reading it in Tum Truru Seexer—that 


it is charming and to one who has seen the Fair vastly entertaining. 
\ 


Single copy, 25 cents. Five copies for $1. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


an Intelligent Being. A 
EVERY Woman Ought to Read It. Every LIBERAL Woman 
SYNOPSIS: and Man Will Want it. . 


I. The Design Argument Vitiates Itself By Necessitating an Infinite Series of Designers. 
II. If There Were a Designer He Could Not Be Beneficent. 
II. If There Were One He Could Not Be Wise, for 
His Processes Are Egregiously Slow, 
They Are Egregiously Wasteful, 
They Often Serve No Use, 
IY. What Is Called Desi The Have produced Faulty oe 
. 8 Called Design Is y Subserviency; an ə Watch Argument Is Illegitimate. 
V. What Actually Did Cause So-Called Desiga. S s 
VI. Astronomy and Design. 
VII. The Argument of a First Cause. 


Embracing a Succinct Exposition of Evolution and a Sketch of Astronomy. 


WOMAN, CHURCH, AND STATE. 


By Matilda Joslyn Gage. 


This is Mrs. Gage’s latest and crowning work. It is THE book to show how 
the church has enslaved woman and kept and keeps her in an inferior position. A 
glance at its contents will show this: l 


; The first chapter—tbe Matriarchate—shows that under the old civilizations woman had great 

freedom, but that the tendensy of. Christianity from the first was to restrict her liberty. In this 
chapter Mra. Gage claims that to the Matriarchate—or Mother-rule—the world is indebted for its 
first conception of inherent rights. z A a 

Chapter II deals with the theological dogmas of original sin and celibacy. Woman, by the 
church, was not regarded as a human being; marriage was looked upon as vile; wives were sold 
as siaves; women driven to suicide; the influence of the church was unfavorable to virtue. The 
celibacy of the clergy produced degrading sensuality, and woman was the victim of these brutes. 

_ Chapter III is on The Canon Law, showing how the church controled woman by making the - 
legitimacv of marriage depend upon its own control of the ceremony.: Ancient civilization gaye 
place to Christian barbarism, the clergy became a distinct body—at once a “holy” and an unholy 
caste. Learning was prohibited to women, husbands prohibited from leaving th-m more than one- 
thi q of their property; daughters couid be disinherited, sons could not. The Reformation effected 
no change. , 

_ „Chapter IV—Marquette—is on Feudalism and itg degradation of women, the rights of ‘lords 
spiritual, the immorality of the heads of the church, baptism of nude women in the early Christian 
church. It also deals with some of the later-day abuses of females, like our Northwestern pineries, 
the English debaucheries, governmental crime-makers, etc. | ; ` 

Chapter V—Witchcraft. In the days of this phase of religious insanity Mrs. Gage shows how the 
possession of even a little learning was sufficient cause to suspect a woman ot witchcraft, that to keep 
a pet was dangerous, so rabid were the clergy not to suffer » witch t>» liv. This persecution for 
witchcraft was a continuance of the church’s policy for obtaining tn:versal dominion over mankind. ~ 
Women physicians of the Middle Ages were persecuted, and the * Pilgrim Fathers ” continued it in 
America. The first synod convened in America was to try a woman for heresy, and others were 


stripped and whipped for not agreeing with the clergy. 


BY THE EDITOR OF THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


ORIN 


Price 15 cents. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 28 Lafayette Piace, N. Y. 


A NEW BOOK.-AND A MOST ORIGINAL ONE. 


The Creation of God. 


By DR. JACOB HARTMANN. 


An explanation of the origin of the God Idea, and the mental processes that led to the i 
of idols and the worship of them. From the time of Terah’s apostasy, Abraham’s e oa ton 
his banishment for heresy and blasphemy against the Chaidean idols, to Christ’s coming, the princi- 
pal characters 2re analyzed and shown to be human, by thought and deed. It is made plain that the 
oe phraseology, cant sayings, subterfuges, miracles, wonder-workings, and supernatural pad- 
ding are the proper offspring of the then existing barbarism, ignorance, and superstition, constitut- 
ing the peculiar politics of the day. : 


CONTENTS IN DETAIL: 


The Universal Aspect. Elimination of Waste Substances, he chapter on * Wives ” shows how the disruption of the Roman empire was unfavorable to the 
The Earth. In General. personal and proprietary rights of woman—that the sale of daughters was practiced in England 
The Chemical Aspect. : By the Lungs. | seven hundred years after it was Christianized—that the practice of buying wives was regulated by 
The Sun. By tho cue law that women were not permitted yo read the Bible—that they were not admitted as witnesses— 
un. . : : e 2 at civil marriage 1s oppose e church. Bai 
Genesis—The Creation. = Digestion and Nutrition. = sii Pi apapees II ia shown ow olygamy was, sustained by the Christian church, that the first 
is— synod of the Reformation convened to sanction this institution, that Luther and the other * prin- 
Tenori The Garden of Eden. The Elementary Substances. cipal reformers ” favored it, as well as the American Board of Foreign Missions. The Mormon the- 
e Deluge. : Alcohol and Its Effects on the System. | ocracy is shown to be similar to that of other Christian sects. _ nee ae 
The Scriptural God—The Creation. The Soul—What Is It? In the last three chapters Mrs. Gage treats of the opposition of the church to the amelioration 
The Creati f God—Abrah: Ti of woman’s sufferings as interference with her "cnrse, ’ of woman’s degradation by the church to 
O Ureaton OLMO ran. ; . The Mind. | labors unfit for slaves, of woman's “ inferiority,” as taught by the church to-day, and of how little - 
Moses—Confirmation of the Idea of God. Sin and Salvation. oars hoes GHG ee -day, a e 
he Ki k The Ecclesiastical Kind te value Christianity has been and is to civilization. 
aoa t th Kine er. Rati nel Revi a indergarten. . _ The work is a burning protest against the tremendous wrong done woman by’ 
J w aT ie ve. i Visions—Bible Dreams—Revelati the church, which controled the state. Itis also extremely valuable as history. No 
Th on d T Nati aD Lif The Planetary Gods S—hevelations. | woman, it seems to us, can read it and remain a supporter of the religious institution 
© ind of National lte. y, : which has crushed her individuality, her mentality, and degraded her person. To the 
The Christian Era Every Man His Own God > : Y, Br 3 
Organic Life Vege table Tati {Gateways to Knowledge Toman 8 cause it opens an Age of Reason. It ought to be widely read for the good i 
= « ‘ables x i ill do . 
Organic Life—Animal. Th Morals; Whence They Spring. . 
Anim eer e Non Credo. 
: zhe Manter Tisane 4 Rules for Human Conduct. | Jn cloth, $2; in half-leather binding, $8. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
The Nervous Tissues. i LUSTRATIONS. 
Food and Food-Substances. Map of the Intellectual Faculties—Tke Mind. 


Map of Theological Retrogression. 
Map of the Deluge and Garden of Eden. 


Thirty Chapters—Four Hundred and Thirty-two Pages, 
Large 12mo. 


THE RESURRECTION OF JESUS. 


: AN AGNOSTIC’S VIEW. 


Contents: The Christian Dogma of Salvation; The Christian’s Belief; Why Was 


In Cloth, $1; in Paper, 50 Cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


the Resurrection a Secret Affair? The Age of a Story Does Not Prove Its Truth; 


Pilate’s Attempt to Save the Life of Jesus; Christ Before Herod; A New Indictment 


Against Jesus; Were the Guards Hired by the Priests? Pilate’s Motive for Secreting 


COSMIAN HYMN-BOOK. Hard Knocks 
cae at Christianity. 


A COLLECTION OF 


the Bodv; Matthew’s Account of the Resurrection; Why the Angel Sat on the Stone; . 


` Mary’s Visit; Angels; Renan’s Theory; The Disciples Were Deceived; The Identifica- 


0 R l 6 l NAL AND SELECTED HYM NS i By R. WHEELER. tion: The Ascension; Why Did Jesus Disappear? Other Strange Phenomena; The 

ms 3 _ This book is just what its title implies—thum: Chief Priests Did Not Believe in Resurrection; What Became of the Roman Guards? 
FOR ing whacks at superstition. It deals with the 

effect of Christianity on the world, showing The Origin of the Story; St. Paul’s Account: St. Paul’s Conversion; A Modern 


Liberal and Bthical Societies, | what Christians have done toadvance their relig- 
ion and impede the progress of man. It shows 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 38 Lafayette Place, New York City. 


for Schools and that Jesus was a false prophet, that the gospels Example; The Roman Governors and the Resurrection Story; The Testimony of 
t H are not authentic, and that Christianity is a bor- 
he Home.. rowed system of religion. That the Bible is not Contemporaneous Writers; Miracle-Workers: Is the Resurrection Well Attested? 
—With Music Written to All the 8 scheme etic and Polah snd. thet rats 
ongs.— a zeme 1a ae an ne t00 sh, and that religion is Inspiration; Conclusion. 
OoMPILED BY L. K. WASHBURN. Price, 2 cents, six for $1. : 
Price, $1.50, For sale at THIS. OF FIOR. A paces THE TRUTH SEEKER. Price, cloth, 75 cents; paper, 40 cents. 
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-Address communications and make drafts, checks, post-office 
and express money orders payable to E. M. MACDONALD, 

28 Lafayette place, New York. 


. NPECITAL NOTICE.—We shall be obliged to our 
readers if they will send us the name and address of 
any Freethinker who is not a regular subscriber. 


The Church Opposed the Discovery of America. 


If a political club exhorts one of its members not 
to vote for a principle of an opposit party, pro- 
fusely argues against and ridicules that principle, 
and finally points threateningly to a long line of 
victims whom it has murdered for so voting, and 
then the member does vote for the principle in 
spite of them and good comes of it, then for the 
club to claim the credit of that good is monstrous. 

If the government of Russia exhorts one of its 
subjects not to leave the bounds of that country, 
profusely argues against and ridicules leaving, and 
finally points threateningly to a long line of victims 
whom it has murdered for so leaving, and then the 
subject does leave in spite of them and good comes 
of it, then for the Russian government. to claim the 
credit of that good is monstrous. 

If the Catholic church exhorts Columbus not to 
entertain the notion that a certain voyage is possi- 
ble, profusely argues against and ridicules that no- 
tion, and finally points threateningly to a long line 
of victims whom it has murdered for entertaining 
the notion, and then Columbus does cherish the no- 
tion in spite of them and good comes of it, then for 
the church to claim the credit of that good is 
monstrous. 

Of such a monstrosity is the claim that the 
Catholic church is now making everywhere in the 
land. It is taking to itself the glory of Columbus’s 
discovery, merely because he was a member of that 
institution. It is by this claim strengthening the 
reverent admiration of its myriad devotees. 

Of the principal conclave at which Columbus’s 
doctrin was considered, the Encyclopedia Britannica 
says: “Fernando de Talavera in 1487 
summoned a junta of astronomers and cosmogra- 
phers to’ confer with Columbus, and examin his 


design and the arguments by which he supported 


it. The Dominicans of San Esteban in Salamanca 
entertained Columbus during the conference. 
The jurors, who were most of them ecclesiastics, 
were by no means unprejudiced, nor were they dis- 
posed to abandon their pretensions to knowledge 
without a struggle. Columbus argued his point, 
but was overwhelmed with biblical texts, with 
‘quotations from the great divines, with theological 
objections, and in a short time the junta was ad- 
journed. In 1490 the junta decided that 
his project was vain and impracticable, and that it 


did not become their highnesses to hav anything to 
do with it.” 

A fuller account will benefit us. This we may 
hav from Prof. A. D. White, from Washington 


‘Irving, and others, transferring to our own page 


some of the graceful periods of that admirable 
American biographist Irving. The council was 
held in the Dominican convent of St. Stephen. Of 
the permeation and control of all things at that 
time by theology, Irving says: “Religion and sci- 
ence were at that time, and more especially in that 
country, closely associated. The treasures of 
learning were immured in monasteries, and the 
professors’ chairs were exclusivly filled from the 
cloister. The domination of the clergy extended 
over the state as well as the church, and posts of 
honor and influence at court, with the exception of 
hereditary nobles, were almost entirely confined to 
ecclesiastics. It was even common to find bishops 
in helm and corselet at the head of armies. : 
Spain surpassed all other countries of Christendom 
in the fervor of her devotion. The Inquisition had 
just been established in that kingdom, and every 
opinion that savored of heresy made its owner 
obnoxious to odium and persecution.” 

Such was the period when a council of clerical 
sages was convened in the collegiate convent of 
St. Stephen, to investigate the new theory of Colum 
bus. It was composed of professors of astronomy, 
geography, mathematics, and other branches of 
science, together with various dignitaries of the 
church, and learned friars. Before this churchly 
assembly, Columbus presented himself to propound 
and defend his conclusions. We are told by 
Remegsal, in his “Hist. de Chiapa,” that when Co- 
lumbus began to state the grounds of his belief, 
the friars of St. Stephen alone paid attention to 
him; that convent being more learned in the 
sciences than the rest of the university. Objec- 
tions quickly showered down on the broacher of the 
new idea. Several of the objections proposed by 
this Bible-learned body hav been handed down to 
us; they are, says Irving, “proofs of the imperfect 
state of science at the time, and the manner in 
which knowledge, though rapidly extending, was 
still impeded in its progress by monastic bigotry. 
All subjects were still contemplated through the 
obscure medium of those ages when the lights of 
antiquity were trampled out and faith was left to 
fill the place of inquiry. Bewildered in a maze of 
religious controversy, mankind had retraced their 
steps, and receded from the boundary line of 
ancient knowledge. Thus, atthe very threshold of 
the discussion, instead of geographical objections, 
Columbus was assailed with citations from the 
Bible and the Testament: the book of Genesis, 
the Psalms of David, the prophets, the epistles, 
and the gospels. To these were added the exposi- 
tions of various saints and reverend commentators: 
St. Chrysostom and St. Augustine, St. Jerome and 
St. Gregory, St. Basil and St. Ambrose, and 
Lactantius Firmianus, a redoubted champion of 
the faith. Doctrinal points were mixed up with 
philosophical discussion, and a mathematical dem- 
onstration was allowed no weight, if it appeared to 
clash with a text of scripture, or a commentary of 
one of the fathers. Thus the possibility of the 
antipodes, in the southern hemisphere, . . . 
beeame a stumbling-block with some of the sages 
of Salamanca. Several of them stoutly contra- 
dicted this fundamental position of Columbus, 
supporting themselvs by quotations from Lactantius 
and St. Augustine, who were considered in those 
days as almost evangelical authority.” Of Lac- 
tantius, that bestudied and venerated father, Irving 
remarks, not merely that his weight was against 


Columbus’s theory, but that his writings were “ cal- 
culated to perpetuate darkness in respect to the 
sciences ” in general. 

Objections of a graver nature were advanced 
against Columbus on the authority of St. Augustine. 
He pronounces the doctrin of antipodes to be in- 
compatible with the historical foundations of our 


faith ; since, to assert that there were inhabited 
lands on the opposit side of the globe, would be to 


maintain that there were nations not descended 
from Adam, it being impossible for them to hav 
passed the intervening ocean. This would be, 
therefore, to discredit the Bible, which expressly 
declares that all men are descended from one com- 
mon parent. k 

Such, says Irving, were the unlooked-for preju- 
dices which Columbus had to encounter at the very 
outset of his conference, and which certainly relish 
more of the convent than the university. To his 
simplest proposition, the spherical form of the 
earth, were opposed figurativ texts of scripture. 
They observed that in the Psalms (civ, 3) the 
heavens are said to be extended like a hide, that is, 
according to commentators, the curtain or covering 
of a tent, which, among the ancient pastoral na- 
tions, was formed of the hides of animals; and that 
St. Paul, in his epistle to the Hebrews, compares 
the heavens to a tabernacle, or tent, extended over 
the earth, which they thence inferred must be flat. 

Irving’s account concludes with the markworthy 
statement that “Columbus, who was a devoutly re- 
ligious man, found that he was in danger of being 
convicted not merely of error, but of heterodoxy.” 

Columbus’s discovery, like every other action of 
benefit to man, was performed not in accordance 
with, but in spite of, the teachings of the church. 


The Closing of the Fair. 


Our Congregational contemporary emerges from 
obscurity to remark : 

“ Sunday closing ia a bitter defeat to the handful of 
Infidels represented by Taz Truru Szzxur. There is a 
great deal of significance in these words of that anti- 
religious sheet: ‘The jubilation of the Sabbatarians is in- 
describable.’ And there is a strain of sadness in its 
reflection that Sunday closing will prevent ‘great 
masses of our people’ from ‘entertaining and elevating 
themselvs.’ This is too bad; but these ‘masses’ did not 
take advantage of the opportunity when they had it. 
The Fair was open several Sundays, but the ‘masses’ 
did not attend it.” : 

The Independent needn’t feel so almightily tickled 
over the closing. It is not a triumph the Chris- 
tians can feel proud of. They were beaten fairly 
and squarely on the question, and now the closing 
is due to their meanness in working upon the 
exhibitors and inducing them to cover up their 
exhibits. The Sabbatarians hav resorted to bull- 
dozing, boycotting, and threatening, and the 
directors hav been weak enough to yield. The 
reason the masses did not attend was because they 
were not fools enough to pay full price to see half 
the show. With half the exhibits closed the edmis- 
sion ought to hav been cut in two. 

The moral effect of the whole business is, not- 
withstanding the closing now, a victory for liberty. 
It has been rendered barren by the meanness, 
bigotry, clannishness, and general cussedness of 
the orthodox. They are a perpetual source of 
danger to the republic, to the people’s liberty and 
welfare, to human freedom. 

But it is consoling to know that the masses 
who did not attend the emasculated Fair do not 
attend the churches now that the Fair is shut. 
Instead they go to the theaters and to the parks. 
And we are sorry to add, Sunday closing of the 
Fair drove thousands to the saloons. The liquor- 
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dealers profit more than the churches. If the 
church had as much desire to do good as she has 
to tyrannize she would dissolve that partnership. — 


We had written thus far when news comes that 
the Fair is not closed Sundays, and may not be, 
though it probably will, for the reasons given be- 
fore—the bulldozing of the churches. On Friday, 
the 28th, the council of administration ordered the 
Fair open, pending the settlement of the Clingman 
injunction suit. Probably this week the matter 
will be decided permanently. Until the Clingman 
injunction against closing is disposed of it is illegal 
to close it. Yet Mr. Crafts, for the Sabbatarians, 
sent this dispatch to the council of administration : 

‘¢ PrrrspurG, July 29th. 

‘Any possible penalty for contempt of court in closing 
to-morrow in accordance with law will be a trifle to the 
cost of incurring the everlasting contempt of the country 
for inefficiency or trickery in resent dealing with Stein 
injunction, if it results in even one reopening. 


“In behalf of National Sabbath-closing committee, 
‘sWipur F, Crarrs, Chairman. 


“S, H. Gaoras, Secretary.” 

“The people who sent that message certainly 
cannot understand the situation we are in,” said 
President Higinbotham to a reporter. “They 
think we are tricking with the injunction and are 
immodest enough to say so. They seem also to 
think that it would be better for all of us to go to 
jail for disobedience of that injunction than to incur 
their displeasure by keeping the Fair open. 

“In other words, these Christian people don’t 
want us to obey the law. They want us to still 
further disobey: the mandate of the courts. It 
would seem to be everyone’s duty to support us in 
obedience to the law rather than to counsel’ any 
more infractions. It is probable that Judge Stein 
will punish us for what we hav done already. I 
shall be disappointed if he does not. Certainly, if 
I were in his place and he in mine, I should visit 
some punishment on him. I don’t think that my 
position, my wealth, or my connection with the 
Fair ought to shield me in the least. And, as I 
said, I shall be disappointed if Judge Stein does not 
punish us all.” 

So it is seen that the World's Fair Sunday ques- 
tion is not at rest, and the Independent is pre- 
mature in its chuckling. But, whether it is closed 
or not, the fact remains that the bigots were de- 
feated in the open fight and now win by measures 
which in others they condemn vehemently. The 
moral effect is with Liberalism. 

Not to Bring Peace but a Sword. 

One of the surest signs of contentment and pros- 
perity in any country, says the Russian traveler 
Kennan, is the absence of extraordinary and ex- 
ceptional legislation, and particularly of legislation 
intended to silence criticism, to prevent discussion, 
and to repress all forms of political activity. If 
the people of a country are satisfied and prosperous, 
there is no necessity for severe repressiv measures, 
because there is no popular discontent to repress. 
Is this absence of exceptional legislation, inquires 
the able Kennan, characteristic of the present situa- 
tion in Russia? It appears from the semi-official 
journals of civil and criminal law in St. Petersburg 
and Moscow that a large part of the empire, includ- 
ing its most thickly-settled provinces and nearly all 
its large cities, has been in a state of siege, or, as 
we should say, under martial law, ever since the 
present emperor came to the throne. It appears 
that throughout a period of nearly twelve years 
Russign governors, governor-generals, and chiefs of 
police hav had authority to issue “imperativ orders” 
with regard to all matters that concern the main- 
tenance of public tranquillity or the safety of the 
state; to prohibit all public, social, or even private 
meetings and assemblies; to direct the closing of 
all commercial and industrial establishments; to re- 
move cases from the civil to the military courts 
whenever in their opinion such a course is neces- 
sary; to arrest and imprison without judicial war- 
rant and upon mere suspicion; to make searches 
and seizures in all dwellings, factories, foundries, 
etc., without exception, and, finally, to recommend 

‘the banishment to Siberia of any person whose 
character seems to them obnoxious, or whose pres- 
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ence is regarded by the police as “prejudicial to 
public order.” 

Martial law, goes on this traveler, “in éivilized 
countries is not a permanent institution; it is a last 
resort in time of war, tumult, or disorder, when the 
comparativly slow and formal processes of the civil 
courts are not adequate to meet the dangerous and 
swiftly-arising emergencies of the hour. But mar- 
tial law has existed in Russia for twelve years in a 
time of profound peace, and seems likely to last for 
a quarter of a century. What are the reasons for 
it? Is Russian society in such a state of tumult or 
disorder that the civil courts can no longer con- 
trol it?” A ar 

Russia is the most thoroughly Christian nation 
in Europe. Yet we see that she is the most turbu- 
lent. The Christians’ designation for their faith, 
“the religion of peace,” is, like all their utterances 
on religion, the exact opposit of the truth. Wher- 
ever Christianity has most prevailed disorders 
and violence hav most abounded. This is shown 
equally by the history of the past and by a survey 
of the nations of the present. 


Religion Is a Friend of Disease. 
The Catholic Review says: 


‘‘ Cholera is raging in Senegal, Smyrna, and Naples. 
Its germs hav not all been destroyed. - They may be 


brought to this port. It is well to be prepared. The]. 


best preparation is a conscience at peace with God.” 

This is the genuin Christian doctrin on disease. 
The best preparation for it in any of its varieties is, 
the clergy hav always taught, a conscience at peace 
with God, or a spirit endeavoring to serve God, or 
a fat gift to the coffers of the agents of God. Not 
a word did the church ever speak, in the old days 
when she was supreme, on the true, scientific prep- 
arations for disease, and how little she is disposed 
to recognize them now her sentiments like the 
above. testify. 

It is solely because of the teachings of religion 
on the subject that epidemics exist now. The 
progress made within a very few years by ignoring 
supernaturalism and instituting scientific measures 
has been such as to wafrant us in inferring that 
had this movement not been deferred to this late 
day by the long reign of superstition, all contagious 
diseases would now be practically extirpated. The 
cholera breaks out each time about Mecca, the holy 
city of the Mohammedans. It is bred there by 
Mohammedan pilgrims, determined to perform the 
ceremonies of their religion and utterly indifferent 
to instruction on the physical perils often involved 
therein. We hav called attention to the fact before. 
A late account says that at Mecca it has become im- 
possible to bury the dead, and the bodies of the 
wretched pilgrims lie in the streets and on the 
roads between that city and neighboring towns. 
Such is the condition of a place only a few hundred 
miles from the Suez canal, the cities of Egypt, and 
the eastern end of the Mediterranean. Such has 
been its condition repeatedly in the last twenty 
years, and from Mecca and the other “ holy places ” 
at- the head of the Persian gulf cholera has repeat- 
edly been carried into Europe and from Europe to 
America, causing enormous loss of life and 
property. It has not recently gone westward by 
way of the Suez canal and Egypt, thanks to the 
labors of the Egyptian Sanitary council, but from 
those nurseries of pestilence imported from India 
the path through the dominions of the sultan and 
the shah has been unobstructed. The account of 
which we speak says: 

“The points at which the westward movement of 
Indian cholera should be checked are, first, the Indian 
ports at which pilgrims embark for Mecca and other ‘ holy 
places,’ and second, these ‘holy places’ themselvs on the 
Red sea and at the head of the Persian gulf. If the 
transmission of the disease to the ‘holy places’ cannot 
be prevented, then the European powers should take 
possession of the ‘holy places’ or compel the .sultan to 
place them under the supervision of sanitary commissions 
appointed by a European sanitary alliance.” 

Restraint upon “holy places” and holy things of 
all kinds ig, to tell the truth, the chief factor in the 
advance of civilization. About every advance in 
knowledge, morals, or health that mankind has 
made will on examination be found to be an abate- 
ment of a holy something and a substitution of de- 
votion to an unholy one. 


1893. 


Another account points out the chief of the re- 
ligious rituals by which cholera is spread at Mecca. 
At that city, it says, the chief agent for spreading 
infection is an ancient and “ holy” and unutterably 
filthy well, from which each pilgrim believes it to 
be his duty to drink. It is little better than a cess- 
pool. Mecca has a fair water supply, and the 
powers, urges this writer, should insist upon as- 
suming control of the city, so far as sanitation is 
concerned. They should prevent the use of water 
from this well, and subject both residents and pil- 
grims to rigid sanitary supervision. Great Britain ` 
should take the lead in this work, and should begin 
with the enforcement of sanitary laws with respect 
to the shipment of pilgrims from India on the 
steamships of English companies. ~ 

And from another rèport we ‘see that “the ordi: 
nary sanitary laws are disregarded in Mecca as in 
other cities of the Mohammedan world; anything 
like scientific treatment of the cholera is unknowin ; 
the fatalistic believers regard a visitation of it as 
the decree of Allah; they are willing that it shall 
bring them death, if they but die within view of 
the holy city or on the way thereto, as paradise is. 
assured to them. The cholera was in Mecca last 
year; it is almost as constant there as it is in the 
delta of the Ganges. It often rages fiercely there 
without approaching any part of Europe.” 

Finally let us note down, to satisfy Christians 
what lack of benefit there is in prayer, that when 
in Hamburg, Germany, the people gathered in 
churches and prayed for remittance of the pestilence, 
that very act produced the exacerbation of the 
disease. The story is told by Miss Annesley 
Kinealy, appointed judge of the hygienic section in 
the World’s Fair by the ladies’ committee of the 
royal commission. Returning from an investiga- 
tion of the situation in Europe, she says: “In the 
Hamburg epidemic I acted as nurse in a hospital 
where there were two thousand patients. We 
noticed that every Monday morning there was an 
alarming indtedse in the number of new cases. It 
soon became evident that these were largely due to 
the congregation of persons at the churches, beer 
gardens, and other resorts. So convinced of this 
became the authorities that they ordered the peo- 
ple to avoid assembling so far as possible. The 
churches were closed and so were all the other re- 
sorts. There was a diminution in the number of 
cases at once.” 


What Is More Mischievous Than a Preacher? 

Strange as it may seem, there is something more 
meddlesome and vicious than a preacher—by that 
we mean a plain preacher, bearing no super- 
added function—and that is a missionary. Who- 
ever Will go to the pains to look up the careers of 
missionaries will find lives of mischievousness out- 
stripping the suppositions even of the strongest- 
hating Infidel. The injurious conduct of mission- 
aries on the Hawaiian islands has been such, pro- 
nounces the New York Z%mes, as to “justify the 
severe sentence of Clarendon upon ‘clergymen, 
who understand the least and take the worst meas- 
ure of human affairs of all mankind that cau write 
and read.’” Also, Col. Volney V. Ashford, one of 
the most prominent residents of Honolulu, has 
little respect for the Protestant missionaries in 
those islands. In a special report lately made by 
him to United States Commissioner Blount, he says 
that in case the islands be annexed to this country, 
they must be put on the footing of a territory, and 
he then adds: “There is here a bitter objection of 
the majority against any unusual plan such as is 
proposed in the treaty laid before the American 
Senate. The feeling is strong here that no Ameri- 
can commissioner can fail to be influenced by the 
missionary party here, and that the proposed scheme 
of annexation would result in plutocratie rule of a 
haif dozen men who came here poor to serve the 
cause of religion on starvation salaries and who hav 
developed by thrift into a moneyed aristocracy, 
owning all the valuable lands and industries of the 
country. This class has always been the enemy of the 
nativ race, and their efforts to reduce the Kanakas 
to inferior political position, as well as their arro- 
gance to those not so rich as themselvs, hav alienated 
all masses.from them.” Then, the Cook islands, in 
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the Pacific, exhibit an instructiv object-lesson of 
what clergy always do when they get the power. 
The earl of Onslow, giving an account in the British 
House of Lords the other night of this interesting 
archipelago, said he had once, while governor of 
New Zealand, procured a report upon one of the 
islands, Mangaia, by Mr. Moss. It showed that 
the missionaries made the law, and that church- 
membership was a requirement for office, from 
sovereign to policemen. Of these last there were 
one hundred and fifty-five, or one to every twelve of 
the people. All fines were paid to them, and among 
the fines were $5 for sorcery, and $5 for visiting a 
village not your own on Sunday. The nativs had to 
pay dearly when caught in any of these offenses, 
and to extort evidence girls were shut uy“ 7% * 
holes, exposed to the torturing attacks ¢ ` 

in order that they might confess and þet 


— A 


The Anglican Church Combated Our R8véli-| 


tion. 

. The churches, fortunately, help us somewhat in 
our exposure of their misdeeds. They are not 
unjted, but separate, and are ever pointing to 
the delinquencies of one another. The Roman 
Catholic Freeman's Journal.and Catholic Register 
has fished up out of O’Callaghan’s “Documentary 
History of New York” a piece of writing evincing 
the hostility of the Church of England to the cause 
of our American Revolutionists a century ago. It 
is a statement, vouched for by the written author- 
ity of the rector of Trinity church, New York city, 
that all the Anglican missionaries of New York, 
New Jersey, and New England, without exception, 
did their best to stifle the aspirations of the Ameri- 
can people. It is in the form of a letter written by 
an Anglican bishop: 

‘ New York, Oct. 31, 1776. 

“I hav the pleasure to assure you that all the So- 
ciety’s missionaries, without excepting one, in New 
Jersey, New York, Connecticut, and, so far as I can 
learn, in the New England colonies, hav proved them- 
selva faithful, loyal subjects in these trying times, and 
hav to the utmost of their power opposed the spirit of 
disaffection and rebellion which has involved this conti- 
nent in the greatest calamities. I must add that all the 
other clergy of our church in the above colonies, though 
not in the Society’s service, hav observed the same line 
of conduct, and although their joint endeavors could not 
wholly prevent the rebellion, yet they checked it con- 
siderably for some time and prevented many thousands 
from plunging into it, who otherwise would certainly 
hav done so. 

‘The present rebellion is certainly one of the most 

- causeless, unprovoked, and unnatural that ever disgraced 
any country. A rebellion marked with peculiarly 
aggravated circumstances of guilt and ingratitude. . . . 

“I hav not a doubt but, with the blessing of Provi- 
dence, His Majesty's arms will be successful, and finally 
crush this unnatural rebellion. CHARLES INGLIS. 

“Tar Rev. Dr. Hand, London, Eng.” 

We are well suited to hav clergymen show people 
how much their profession was against political 
liberty. 3 

= 
More About the Fair. l 
* When Mr. Putnam had finished writing his de- 
‘seription of the World’s Fair he made a lecture 
trip Down East, as will be seen by his News and 
Notes on another page. 

Having concluded his engagement there, he is 
paying New York a visit and writing his “Four 
Hundred Years of Freethought.” Ina week or two 
he will return to Chicago, spending the time be- 
tween now and October on his book and writing us 
more about the Fair. After the International 
Congress he will make a lecture trip Haat and then 
turn his face westward, lecturing for his old 
friends and as many new ones as he may induce to 
listen. Mr. Putnam has immense capacity for good 
work, and he taxes it heavily. He is about the 
busiest man in the country. 


A casual visitor to one evening session of a late 
Presbyterian assembly thinks that the general ap- 
pearance of the commissioners was decidedly less 
intellectual than a meeting of the New York Acad- 
emy of Medicin or a gathering of lawyers. 


Oliver Sumner Teall, a young New Yorker popu- 
lar with the four hundred notwithstanding a habit 
of speaking his mind, in giving his political experi- 
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form, together with the International Congress of 


ence says this: “There were more broils and back- 
bitings and underhand tricks in the People’s Munic- 
ipal League, which was made up very largely of 
parsons, than in any organization I was ever in.” 
SS a 

A literary man of a French-Canadian and Catholic 
part of Canada says: “Our people are beginning 
to see that the education imparted by the religious 
orders, whose members are not asked to pass an 
examination or produce any other evidence of their 
fitness to teach, is a poor article.” Parochial edu- 
cation is such a poor article that every people un- 
der it hav been found by advancers of the modern 
genuin school grossly and blackly ignorant, unable 
to read and write. 


* ant, Buchanan sends to the London Chronicle 
-*ifi>þle outburst. “Literature,” he cries, 
Mr adako care of itself, and contemporary 
jtdëments upon it are only the cacklings of geese 
in the capitol. A writer must be a dead man, 
either physically or morally, before the geese ap- 
prove him. They hissed, untilhe was stiff and cold, 
the greatest of all living Americans, and when he 
was laid in his grave only one man, an Atheist by 
profession, had the courage to speak the funeral 
oration.” By “the greatest of all living Ameri- 
cans,” Buchanan means Walt Whitman, and by the 
“one man” who “had the courage to speak the 
funeral oration” Colonel Ingersoll. 
eg ae 

We shall print next week an article by Otto 
Wettstein on “The Underlying Reality,” in which 
he knocks the underpinning away from some of the 
unsubstantial idealists and metaphysicians who are 
building some pretty flimsy structures upon treach- 
erous mental quicksands. 


to topple Mr. Wettstein over. 
ficult task than has Mr. Wettstein. 


much of a Christian, anyway. Her Theism is about 
all the orthodoxy she possesses, and bare Theism 
won't get people to the orthodox heaven, by any 


means. 
et 


in 


H. Wixon, of Fall River, Mass., 
with her sister, 


the lake and surroundings. 
a successful attack upon the fish in the lake, 
landing an eight-pound salmon, was obliged to re- 
turn to his duty at New Bedford, leaving the ladies 
of the party to their own sweet will.” Miss Susan 
is the authoress of aromance bearing the title, 
‘All in a Lifetime,’ and a number of works deeply 


interesting to juvenil readers, such as ‘Apples of 


Gold, and ‘The Story Hour.’ She has been, for 
quite a number of years an honored member of the 
board of Education of Fall River; and is entirely 
absorbed in enterprises of an intellectual and meli- 
orating character, on behalf of the lowly and the 
poor. She is elated to deliver an address on 
‘Woman’s Day’ at Chicago, early in October, on 
the theme: ‘The Progress of Woman for Four 
Centuries.’ ” i 


—— 


Four Hundred Years of Freethought. 


The plan of putting the grand history of Free- 
thought from 1492 to 1892 into a permanent book 


the World’s Fair, meets with prompt and generous 
response. No doubt it will be a success, but we 
need to know at the earliest possible moment all 
who will join in the work. I want it understood 
that this will be no catch-penny affair. The book 
in every respect will be worth the money paid. I 
hav counted up the number of portraits of Free- 
thinkers for the book, and the number is nearly one 
hundred. This in itself will be worth the price, for 
it will be a picture gallery of the greatest reformers 
of the world, nowhere else to be obtained. Besides 
this there will be over five hundred pages of printed 


matter. 
less, and my chief labor is to condense and giv the 
main currents of progress in these four magnificent 
centuries. 
hav a list of all the Freethought organizations in 


Incidentally we may add 
that Miss Chapman made us a pleasant call recently 
and left word that she proposed in the near future 
Incidentally we 
may still further add that she has a much more dif- 
One difficulty 
Miss Chapman labors under is that she isn’t really 


The whereabouts of the editor of our Children’s 
Corner may be inferred from the following from 
the Lake Sunapee, N. H., cho: “Miss Susan 
company 
Abethia M. Wixon, and her 
cousin, James Wixon, of New Bedford, arrived 
at the Ben Mere a week ago last Tuesday, and 
the ladies still remain, admiring the beauties of 
Mr. Wixon, after 


The wealth of material is simply exhaust- 


Besides, I intend as far as possible to 


the world and the work they are doing. The fact 
of it is, that no Freethinker can afford to do with- 
out this work. By securing # large number of sub- 
scribers before the Congress, we can so arrange as 
to publish the book in splendid fashion, and at the 


same time hav quite a sum of money for the benefit 
of the Congress. 
by which the subscriber gets a valuable return, and 
greatly aids the International Congress. 
some of the letters I hav received from all over the 
country: 


It is a method of co-operation 


Here are 


Warerroo, N. Y., July 11, 1893. 
Dear Brorusr Putnam: I hasten to meet you, to greet 


you, and bid you good-speed and send you $5 for your new 
book. I wanted tosend this early fearing my age—eighty- 
seven—might prevent sending at all, and also would like 
to be the first subscriber to your ‘‘ Four Hundred Years 
of Freethought.” 


I am ever yours, Henry Bonneuu. 


Dr. E. B. Foote, Sr., writes: 


I observe you offer your ‘‘Fonr Hundred Years of 


Freethought” for $5. Cheap enough. Every Liberal 
ought to be satisfied with the price. 
for every hundred years. 
volume. 


Bat little over $1 
Inclosed is my check for the 


Robert G. Ingersoll writes : 
Of course I shall subscribe for your new book. Put 


my name down. Your letters from Chicago were im- 


mense. 
John E. Remsburg sends word : 


Tnclosed $5. Putus down for ‘‘ Four Hundred Years 
of Freethought.” Every Freethinker must hay that 
ook. - 


James A. Greenhill says : 


Dear Brotugr Pornam: Inclosed $5 for the book. I 
would hav it if it cost twice the money. I wish you suc- 
cess and a rousing time in October. 


John D. Powers, of Vermont, writes: 
It is just what I would like. I send the money order. 


In the interest of Freethought and honest thought I 
wish the work success. Lovis Levine, 


I think such a work is one of prime necessity and I am 
sure you will do it justice. M. O’B. Warp, M.D. 


I like your vigorous style, and am sure your work will 
be a valuable addition to my library. Bo k me for a 
c py. E. Lrvezey. 


Says Franklin Steiner : 


It will bea grand book. The theme itself is grand. 
Put my name down. 


N. F. Griswold writes: 


Of course I want your ‘‘ Four Hundred Years of Free- 
thought,” for I think it will hay more real merit, and 
more light of truth on the future pathway of progress 
than all the noted New York’s ‘‘ Four Hundred.” 


Drar Mr. Pornam: My heart’s desire is that you will 
be liberally and heartily indorsed. I am a subscriber for 
your book. Yours always, James TURNER. 


Bennet Anderson joins: ' 


Sure, my brother, I want your book. Excuse me for 

calling you brother, but you are. 
Casrana, TA. 

Drar Mr. Pornam: Inclosed is $5 for which please 
enroll me as a member of the coming Congress and a 
subscriber to your book. I am old and cannot see the 
great gathering, but I hav enjoyed your beautiful de- 
scriptions of the Fair I hav been a Radical for forty 
years. I feel like leaving my name on the record of 
your book. There are too many Radicals who go to 
church and giv their mite there instead of supporting 
Radical papers and interests. Giv against superstition 
all the strength of your mind and strike to kill. 
Yours for truth, Cazriz BORDEN Day. 


The following is a full list of names. As fast as 
received the names will be published. Send them 
in as quickly as possible. There is no better way 
to advance Freethought. 
Robert G. Ingersoll. 


Dr. E. B. Foote, Sr. 
Dr E. B. Foote, Jr. 


Carrie Borden Day. 
Judge John H. Liening. 
Franklin Steiner. 


John E. Remsburg. A. J. Allen, 

N. F. Griswold. Cyrille Lacasse. 
Dr. Rufus K. Noyes. m. Hunt. 

E. Livezey. Lonis Levine. 
Louis Roser. M. Boehmer. 
Dr. M. O’8. Ward. B. Monroe. 
Dell Barker. Wm. Thomas. 
John D. Powers. Jas. E. Alexander. 
Capt. R A. Hardee. W. B. Olark. 

A. Vostrovsky. John Diamond. 
James Turner. H. Merrick. 


Dr. Wm. T. Carter. 
L. Magenheimer. 
Bennet Anderson. 
James A. Greenhill. 
A. Van Deusen. 
Henry Bonnell. 
After this week I shall be in Chicago and I 
would like to hav friends send all communications to 
my address there—345 W. Randolph street. If 
more convenient for subscribers to remit directly to 
Tax Trora Seexer for “Four Hundred Years of 
Freethought,” I ask them to do so. Let there be 
no delay. SaĮmurL P. Purnam. 


Simeon Sharp, two copies. 
R. Butterfield, ‘‘ fs 
Horace D. Everest. 

W. H. Powner. 

M. A. Manchester. 


486 THE TRUTH SEEKER, AUGUST 5, 


18983. 


God did not learn me or you anything; we learned 
all we know from our surroundings. Circumstances 
made us all; circumstances were our only teacher. 
God has no account against us for schooling. The 
greater variety of circumstances surrounding us, 
the greater was our teacher. 

The Christian teaches to “order Satan behind 
you and press forward with faith.” How can one 
possess faith in a thing he knows to be a lie and 
fraud from the beginning? I can’t. Before 
I can possess any faith in the monster the Chris- 
tians call God, they must make him over and alter 
many of his attributes. All gods are man-made, 
and I possess as much right to make a god as any- 
one, and should I find time to spare from some 
more useful occupation, I may try my hand and 
make a god to suit me. Ishall ask no other mor- 


Gommunications. 


Why I Zo Not Like the God and Religion of 
My Parents.—Continued. 


Christians destroyed every work of art, every tem- 
ple and fine building; burnt every library, and drove 
man back from a high civilization to barbarism, and 
for a thousand years the time was known as the 
“Dark Ages.” 

Infidelity rescued man and woman from the bar- 
barity of Christianity. It is not two centuries since 
a holy council of the Catholic church was held, 
six hundred bishops presiding, to determin the im- 
portant question “If a woman should be permitted 
to learn the alphabet.” Of this six hundred 
bishops five hundred and ninety-four voted “ No.” - 
They said, “It would unfit and disqualify her for 
her duties toward her husband.” And they went 
further and declared “That a woman who would com- 
mit the multiplication table to memory was a fit 
subject for hell.” Friend, what say you to this? 

After Infidelity has forced them to respect 
woman, just listen to their holy how] in the pulpit: 
“Oh! dear sister, it is you who was first at the 
foot of the cross. It is you who should support 
this glorious religion. It is you whom the church 
has elevated from degradation and slavery, and 
lifted to your present proud position in so- 
ciety.” Save me from a fool, liar, and hypocrit. 
But it is charity to suppose many of them ignorant. 
They know no better. Many of them hav read 
nothing but Sunday-school tracts, or, perhaps, 
something from John Wesley or Baxter’s “ Call.” 
I think if there is a God, a fool must worry him. 

The wise man will investigate. Church history 
is all written in the interest of the church and to 
deceive the people. The Jewish Bible from Genesis 
to the book of Ezra was all furnished by Ezra and 

his expert scribes. All the power and authority 
given in the Mosaic law to the priesthood was put 
there by Ezra for his own aggrandizement. If 
there was such a person as Moses, he lived two 
thousand years before Ezra’s time. And we only 
hav Ezra’s word for it that such a person as Moses 
ever lived. Josephus tells us, and so does Ezra, 
that when the Jews were taken into captivity 
every vestige of Jewish writings was destroyed. 
And Ezra proposed to the king of Babylon to re- 
produce these same writings burnt three hundred 
years before he was born, “provided the king would 
furnish him five expert scribes.” Well, he un- 
doubtedly obtained some very expert scribes. And 
by stealing some Chaldean writings as a base, Ezra 
soon possessed a history of his people made from 
whole cloth. Iam not convinced that such a per- 
son as Moses ever lived. If there did, he was a 
Chaldean, no Jew. Yet this book is the holy word 
of God. “Giv us a rest.” 

The pious Christian reads the book with holy 
reverence, not knowing it to be but a Gulliver 
novel. He knows that the man “after God’s own 
heart” wrote the blessed Psalms; and when he reads 
Ps. cxxxvii and finds it bewailing the Babylonian 
captivity he is too pious to know that King David 
had lain in his grave fully six hundred years before 
the Babylonian captivity. 

Ezra, experts say, wrote the Psalms—not King 
David. The whole thing was got up by rascally 
priests to humbug and rule the human family, and 
they hav ruled and cursed the world long enough. 
I am tired of their assumptions and shall try to 
protect me and mine from their vile machinations. 

I am tired and disgusted with the audacity and 
dirty meanness of priestcraft, and their continued 
efforts, through their attempted union of church 
and state, to destroy the liberties of the people. It 
is the duty of everyone to do all they can to edu- 
cate man in the defense of his rights. Priests hav 
robbed him of one-seventh of his valuable time and. 
would compel him to come and listen to their 
stories told over and over again millions of times 
and read at home millions of times. Yes, they 
would place a band around one’s head and prevent 
his brain expanding ; chain him upon the stool of 
superstition and keep him ignorant, so they could 
rule him; permit no literature but such as they 
recommend, and thus forever retard human prog- 
ress. I think it every man’s duty to do all he can 
for the liberty of man. I know if the church pos- 
sessed the power they would burn me at the stake. 
Hence it is my duty to prevent them obtaining the 
power. This duty is to myself—not to God; for 
God claims nothing from me, but has left me, by 
nature’s laws alone inspired, to eat when hungry, 
rest when tired. Self-preservation is my` duty, 
hence I shall do what I can to destroy superstition, 
priestcraft, and the slavery of the human intellect 
to imaginary gods and devils. There is a nature 
which creates and develops and teaches by evolution. 


and contend that my god is the only god.an* -~ 
all who do not believe in him. Nov« Et 
Freethought. Human advancement, 


thing but Christ and him crucified. 

“Behold the lilies of the valley, they toil not 
neither do they spin, yet Solomon in all his glory 
was not' arrayed like one of these.” ‘Take no 
thought,” ete. No, you must lie down in filth and 
support yourself upon the slime and drippings of 
the filthy monster that has usurped your right to 
think and worked upon your fears through the 
preaching of a burning hell, malignant devil, and 
cruel, angry God, until you are afraid to think. I 
think it a crime to preach a devil, hell, or angry 
God. There is no angry God—no devil, no heaven, 
no hell, outside of your own bosom. If you pass 
through life with your desires gratified, this is 
heaven; if you stump your toe and miss a trick, 
this is hell. No angry God, no heaven or hell, no 
cunning devil but the priest. Look out for him; 
he wants. your yellow-legged chickens, your wife, 
sister, or daughter; your property, your liberty, 
and to hav you ever his willing slave. 

I ask no one to go my way, or serve my God. If 
my God wants anything, I will make him large 
enough, strong enough, and smart enough to get it 
without anyone’s assistance. I shall not make a God 
whose: happiness shall demand the sacrifice of in- 
nocent blood. I will not make him to get angry and 
curse in his wrath whole nations of people and or- 
der their destruction—men, women, children, and 
dumb brutes. 

When I go into the God business, I will make no 
sardine, but a God endowed with every virtue and 
possessed of no evil. He will not send the spirits 
of lying prophets to deceive and lead his people 
astray. 

I do not fancy Israel’s God. I hav read and 
studied diligently all that the Jewish Bible said of 


Bible, all comments upon God and his attributes 
as portrayed by his superstitious admirers. I spent 
years reading religious trash, and the more I read 
the more disgusted I became. Had I believed as 
my parents did, there could hav been no advance- 
ment, no improvement, no investigation. But 
thought and investigation brought desire for 
change. I wanted a different god. Israels God 
was too mean and cruel. I cannot permit ignorant 
pagans to make a God for me. My soul craved 
something better. I found it in the elements of 
nature, as matter, and electricity as force, where 
there is neither love, hatred, envy, anger, malice, 
nor revenge, but nature’s laws all working in har- 
mony with evolution, ever advancing man to a 
higher and better plane of existence. 

Kingcraft and priestcraft hav cursed the world 
so long that a large majority of the human family 
hav become so superstitious that they are afraid to 
think. Hence these pretended vicegerents of God 
hav been enabled to rule by sumptuary laws, the 
tyrant’s wand. 

Am I right? Or should I lay aside my manhood 
and reason and get down and pray and how! to 
some imaginary God, away up somewhere, pictured 
by some old fool pagan thousands of years ago? 
My friends, do not be afraid to investigate; God 
will not damn you for doubts, nor for investigating. 
This is your duty, and when you investigate as I 
hav you will speedily hav lifted from you a heavy 
load, the great burden of life—superstition. No 
doubt, my friend, but you hav investigated by read- 
ing-all the church literature you could get your 
hands upon. But this is not investigation. It is 
but placing a mask between yourself and truth. 
Now read everything you can find upon tbe other 
side— Paine’s works, Volney, Voltaire, Spencer, 
Darwin, Ingersoll, the Trath Seeker Library, and 
take Tue Trurs Srrxer, published at 28 Lafayette 
place, New York, and read it the balance of your 
life, as an alloy to your religious reading. At the 


tal to worship him. I will not be like the Christian; 


ment is impossible without Freethu. ght. Ber 
Christianity will not suffer the mind to know any- 


him. I hav read various commentaries upon the. 


same time you can read carefully the Bible, hunt up 
its 144 flat contradictions, and look up its 2,000 er- 
rors; read and reflect, and then ask yourself if God 
had any hand in such stuff. It is all the machina- 
tions of man—and rascals at that—engaged in 
hoodwinking, fooling, humbugging, and enslaving 
the minds of their fellow-man; murdering, burn- 
ing, pilfering, robbing—all in the name of God. 
The whole thing is a lie from Genesis to Revelation, 
all a fraud and a curse to mankind. 

Investigate. .No god will damn you for investi- 
gating, and when you hav thoroughly investigated 
you will feel greatly relieved. You will feel like a 
new man, light-hearted and happy. The dread of a 
burning hell will disappear. The frowning face of 
an angry God will no longer disturb you; you will 
feel in truth a free man, with none to make afraid. 
Come with me, lift yourself from the old ruts of 

ton. Iam thankful that I was enabled to 

T think there remains not sophistry or 

uning sufficient to turn me one inch from 

_. and smooth paths of nature. I am a nat- 
uralist—that which is natural cannot be a sin. 

-But Christianity teaches “to crucify nature.” 

Shame—what fools! Their God gave man a nature, 

then made it the duty of his life to fight that 

nature. ` : 

I take no stock in such a God nor in bis religion. 
He doesn’t suit me. Icannot consent to claim any 
such God as being the true God. I make no 
sacrifice to superstition, ignorance, credulity, nor 
cunningly devised fables of heathens or pagans. 
Man is continually advancing, and will so long as 
he possesses liberty and Freethought. And those 
who come after us will know more than we do. 
Man has advanced from animalcule of the- sea to 
what.he is, and will continue to advance until he 
will be-enabled to grasp the helm of nature and di- 
rect her laws to his own purposes. 

I hav investigated all gods from earliest history, 
and I find them all man-made, and all requiring a 
sacrifice of some kind. This sacrifice was for the 
priest. Yes, he must liv, and he always obtained 
God’s portion. And at one haul we are assured 
that, with other spoils, he obtained thirty thousand 
virgins. Pretty good allowance fer the saintly 
cuss, you must admit. But then the Lord wanted 
the virgins, for the priest said so. Oh, in the 
language of Puck, “ What fools these mortals be !” 
Must swallow the whole thing and stand trembling 
for fear an angry God will knock us out and damn 
us to everlasting torment if we even think! We 
can only with a sad face mentally declare, “ Great 
are the mysteries of God and his holy priest- 
hood.” 

They first baptized with fire, then blood, and 
now with water. I admit the water is an improve- 
ment if used vigorously with soap, for many of 
them need it. One man was made a saint in the 
Christian church because he had not washed his 
feet in fifty years; another, because he had never 
washed any part of his body, and a woman was 
sainted because she had never washed but the tip 
ends of her fingers. And yet another man was 
sainted because he had dwelt seven years in an old 
well, and yet another because he had slept standing 
for nine years in a thicket of thorns. What a dirty 
set of saints! I could giv you a long list of them, 
but the subject is too dirty. The early Christian 
refused to wash the food he ate, dressed in rags, 
and dwelt in filth indescribable. They refused to 
liv in good houses—they must do nothing that the 
worldling did. They were required to come out 
from human nature and become dirty brutes. In- 
fidelity taught them a little decency. Now they 
possess audacity sufficient to claim every virtue as 
peculiarly Christian, and they can use and they can 
say “ Christian gentleman ” with all the grace and 
suavity of a Chesterfield. Well, I am glad to see 
them change and improve; but with all their im- 
provement there yet dwells with them the perse- 
cuting principle that would burn at the stake all 
Infidels if they could but obtain the power to do 
so. This is the greatest objection to religions of 
all kinds, the disposition it givs them to persecute 
everyone who does noi agree with them. Even 
the Mohammedan can say “Infidel dog” with as 
much vindictivness as the Christian. 

Any religion or principle that causes man to per- 
secute his fellow-man is not from any god. No re- 
ligion has ever started that did not prove to be a 
curse; and never will, until they make a god 
capable of taking care of himself, and one that talks 
directly to the people, not through dark holes in a 
mysterious language to priests. But certainly, my 
friend, so far as you and I are concerned, there is 
no God. There is a nature, and we are all subject 
to that nature, and we are subject to nothing else. 
We cannot violate any law of nature without pun- 
ishment. This anyone of ordinary intelligence 
mustknow. And this punishment is in this world, 
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not the next. 
against nature. 

You can sin against your fellow-man, but not 
against God. There is no God who will punish you 
in the next world for what you do in this. In fact, 
there is no next world to suffer in. For when you 
are dead, you are dead. “The dead go down to the 
grave and hav no more a reward forever.” 

So shake off your superstitious fears and tread 
the earth with the might of all your manhood. For 
there is no burning hell to fall into, and when a 
priest tells you there is, giv him the kick he deserves. 
Man is subject to nature’s laws and is governed 
and controled by the circumstances that surround 
him. He always acts as he thinks at the time “ for 
the best.” And as the most powerful motiv governs 
and controls his acts, he could not act otherwise 
than he does, unless circumstances change, or he 
does violence to his nature, hence the only remedy 
for crime is to cultivate and improve the per- 
ceptiv faculties by education, and thus enable man 
to control as far as possible his surroundings. 
Poverty is one among the greatest curses and 
drawbacks to human progress, as it surrounds 
the individudl with unfavorable and uncontrolable 
circumstances, influencing him often against his 
will and judgment. And then the church has ever 
sided with wealth and power, authority and influ- 
ence, against the poor and helpless, so she could 
rule them. And the church has ever prayed to 
God for the rich. “The poor could beg.” 

Yet poverty is not wholly an evil, as it has fur- 
nished “Necessity the mother of invention.” 

And when we investigate the pro’s and con's, 
and institute a scientific investigation of life and 
the various effects upon us, for our weal and woe, of 
all things in nature, we are often led to think that 
“whatever is, is right.” W. B. Raprorp, M.D. 

Le Cassid, Fla. 

(TO BE CONCLUDED.) 


Hence there can be no sin but sin 


Caste Legislation. 

“Truth seeker” is a good name for a paper or 
for an individual who is in search of truth, but the 
question arises, are all who call themselvs truth 
seekers sincere and honest? Are they in-search of 
truth? Truth is eternal and bows at no human 
shrine. If mankind were in earnest and actually 
coveted truth, there would not bea financial cyclone 
desolating the commerce of our fair land to-day. 
Why this fearful ery of “hard times?” What is 
the cause? Where does it lie? Who is to blame? 
From whence this wanton destruction of our peace 
and happiness? One sentence answers all: Caste 
legislation. eee 

A combination of states hav no right” ` 
against the product of another*stéte. 
more than a legislature has to- 
to exclude one of its citizens from-thape 
liberties vouched to her or him by theimmoftm— . 
ration of American Independence. 
givs rights to the few as against the many is not law 
but knavery, deceit, and damnable hypocrisy. Not 
one word or sentence can be cited in or from that 
Declaration that permits the passing of or enacting 
a law whereby one American can be ostracised or 
debarred from making an honest living through 
and by the use of those faculties with which nature 
has provided her or him. I say that caste legisla- 
tion is the demon of evil that is to-day riding down 
the bone, sinew, and brains of this republic,. and 
making slaves of every daughter and. son of toil. 
The Declaration is the stone upon which this 
republic was and is built, and by it we stand or 
fall. By virtue of that document and upon it was 
and is our Constitution erected. Every law must 
(to be law) conform to and be acceptable to that 
Constitution, and that Constitution can only exist 
and be perpetuated by carrying out every principle 
of that grandest of all documents that has ever ex- 
isted. It is as far ahead of the law that Moses 
received from his God as is the great World’s 
Exposition now being held at Chicago ahead of a 
Spanish Christian bull-fight. 

It is not law that curtails one American from en- 
joying perfect freedom to pursue those avocations 
which by nature she or he is best qualified to pur- 
sue. Jt does not take a person with seven eyes to 
see where the tyrant lies couched. We find tim in 
every city and village in the Union, and shame to 
our boasted patriotism. He is of the masculin 
gender, every time. 

Lynx-eyed, hyena-streaked, ecclesiastical priést- 
craft; dogmatic practitioners of medicin, and po- 
litical lawyers—-those are the triple brothers that 
thwart justice, blaspheme our flag, and make ita 
lie; sustain the lobby, support and uphold aris- 
tocracy, kingcraft, and all the barbarisms, supersti- 
tions, and fabulous nonsense of the black, bleak, 
arrant, and licentious demonism of the Middle 
Ages. Those three evils are the tripod upon which 


ers formed combinations among themselvs and 


That law which 


tyranny sits enthroned and mocks the doings of the 
fathers of the nation, driving their descendants 
into a Siberian slavery, and defaming the Goddess 
of Liberty, freedom, and justice, and loading her 
with the infamous chains of serfdom and animalism. 

Strike from the false statute-books every priv- 
ileged act that permits brainless scullions to ply 
their titled and bought franchises, and giv every 
daughter and son of this fair land the right that is 
theirs, and let freedom rejoice where merit is the 
criterion of preferment and she or he culls the 
flowers of reward because of their genius -and 
ability. 

Liberty does not mean license for the few or 
many, but justice to and for all. 

The autocrat will soon pass away when once 
his henchmen are deprived of caste and priv- 
ileged legislation. Ignorance will be supplanted 
by knowledge, and dogma and creed, with titled 
aristocracy, will be closeted in tho dungeons and 
hells of the terrible past. Benjamin Franklin was 
not a favorit of ecclesiasticism—neither possessed a 
hoodoo of a diploma or certificate of privileged law 
to practice medical tyranny, legal chicanery, or 
ecclesiastical nonsense; and yet he has done more 
for the toiling millions than all of those tricksters 
in Christendom combined. The animalism of the 
world has run to seed, the harvest is immense, and 
let me tell you, the gathering and threshing will be 
fearful. Justice demands that an equilibrium be 
established, and that demand must be complied 
with. It matters not if the very mountains be 
loosened from their foundation, liberty must be 
established and right proclaim the freedom of all. 
It is in the nature of things an inevitable law. 
The adoption of policy instead of principle has en- 
tailed untold misery upon the masses. The end is 
not yet; it has only begun. A little while longer 
and the breach will hav widened into a gulf. Then 
will come the storm and in its wake pestilence, dis- 
asters, cyclones, earthquakes, and horrors in ratio 


to the demands of violated eternal law and orde?” 


Denver, Col. Q. H. Miner. 


International Congress of Freethinkers. 


Sabbatarianism and fanaticism hav triumphed 
over liberty and justice. They hav at last suc- 
ceeded in their pernicious attempts to restrain the 
freedom of this republic. Right and truth hav been 
ruthlessly cast aside, and bigotry has planted its 
standard upon the fortress of faith. The World’s 
Fair is to be closed on Sunday. Following im- 
mediately upon the decision of Chief-justice Fuller, 
the preachers with their flocks of ignorant follow- 


sught out other avenues wherein they could con- 
trate their efforts to get it closed again. Beaten 
„ürt of equity, the law of the land being de- 
.#d against them by the highest judicial - au- 
hority, they now turned their efforts toward the in- 
dividual exhibitors, and tried by every means in 
their power to induce these to close up their ex- 
hibits on Sunday. Many of these exhibitors, being 
tainted by orthodoxy themselvs, readily complied 
with their demands, and not only did they veil their 
exhibits on the first day of the week, but also dis- 
played a card in a conspicuous place bearing the 
ominous sign, “Closed on Sunday.” This card was 
furnished to them by the church, and was hung up 
throughout the entire week. The people seeing 
this, iearned that scarce anything worth seeing 
would be opened to them on Sunday, and conse- 
quently refused to go. By this the rich people, or 
those who had sufficient time at their disposal to 
go on a week-day, could see the whole Fair for the 
fifty-cent admission; while the workingmen of 
Chicago, who could only go on Sunday, could see 
but very little for the same price. The purpose of 
the clergy was to make Sunday as unpopular as 
possible. They urged their flocks to keep away on 
Sunday, and tried by every means in their power to 
cause a diminished attendance on that day, thus 
giving te themselvs an opportunity to inform the 
directors that there had never been any great de- 
mand for Sunday opening, and upon these grounds 
urge its immediate closing up. Owing to the op- 
position of the clergy to Sunday opening, several of 
the state buildings were closed. One by one the ex- 
‘hibitors who had opened at first fell in the general 
line, and even the Government Building itself came 
under their censorship. As a natural result the 
greater portion of those visiting the Fair preferred 
to go on a week-day, when more could be seen and 
the entire grounds should be opened without ret 
striction or limitation. Had the Fair been fully 
opened on that day, had the machinery been al- 
lowed to run so that enginéers of all descriptions 
could hav listened to the song of its wheels and the 
poetry of its motion, had all the buildings been 
thrown wide open, Sunday would hav been the most 
popular day of the week ; the attendance would hav 


been as large as, if not larger than, that of any other 
day, except perhaps special days or a national holi- 
day. But bigotry has triumphed for the time. 
This victory will lead them and encourage them in 
the search for greater ones. 
manger, the orthodox cranks did not wish to visit 
the Fair themselvs on Sunday, and they spared no 
effort to try and prevent those from going who did. 
And why? 
day, and you hav no right to it.” 
unto them is, Hypocrisy and humbug; if any day is 
the Lord’s day all days are equally his, and conse- 
quently must be equally sacred. But in this recent 
aggressiv action of the church, Freethinkers may 
find a lesson to take to heart and seriously reflect 
upon. 
the rights and feelings of the American peo- 
ple; they are playing a desperate game for po- 
litical supremacy; and we must be fully pre- 
pared to meet every emergency. 
influence of orthodoxy has by no means lost 
its hold upon the people. 
increasing opposition to their steady advance we 
shall soon find ourselvs hurled backward into the 
midnight of barbarism, tyrannized over by a cruel 
and relentless fiend, a monster in the form of a 
creed, and then will fall upon us with redoubled 
fury the system of 
ages. 
fasten themselvs leech-like upon the intellect of the 
race; they will permeate our national life with their 


Like the dog in the 


Because they said, ‘This is the Lord's 
But my cry 


Step by step bigots are encroaching upon 


The terrible 
Without activ and 


the long-drawn Christian 
The whited sepulchers of the church will 


traditional parasitism; our constitutional rights 
and liberties will be utterly destroyed, and all the 
holy horrors of church rule will overtake us again. 
There is more need now than ever for the success- 
ful termination of this Congress. Our friends 
must stand by us, for the hour of need is at hand. 
Freethinkers everywhere, join hands with the noble 
army of Freethought and take your places in 
liberty’s vanguard. The struggle for the very liberty 


,we possess to-day has been a long and bitter one. 


It has lasted for centuries; the trials and tribula- 
tions endured by those who engaged in its cause 
should make that liberty sacred to us everywhere, 
and we must learn to guard it with jealous care. 
Though beaten for a time we must never relinquish 
the fight ; but by our earnestness try to convey our 
enthusiasm to others, to fill them with our hopes, 
and by joining our aspirations with theirs we may 
together accomplish that which singly we would 
fail to win. How much, then, do we need the help 
of our friends to aid us in this fight; how willingly 
each one should giv of whatever he may possess to 
place us in a position whereby we may giv battle 
for the right! These are the salient points we must 
henceforth assume, and more particularly must we 
emphasize them at the Congress. From that 
meeting let a new battle-cry ring out, “For the 
right!” Let us set forth a new declaration of inde- 
pendence, of independence from church rule and 
priestly tyranny. The beauties of nature and the 
truths of science must be arrayed against the dog- 
mas of the church and faith. A continuous warfare 
must be made against the professors of supersti- 
tion and the paid mystery-mongers of the Christian 
faith. Let this Congress be the inauguration of 
the consolidation of our party. Let each one do 
his or her part, and the labor of others will not 
need to be so weary or so prolonged. It only re- 
quires a determined effort upon our part. We hay 
the right material; the only question is “How shall 
we dispose of it?” Friends, send in your names 
and contributions to this Congress. It must be a 
success, but it remains for you to say, and by your 
actions to determin, whether it shall be so or not. 
In eight weeks the Congress will meet. We hav 
not yet sufficient means at our disposal to guarantee 
its success. Each one should contribute to the full- 
est extent of his ability. The Congress is fast be- 
coming popular among Freethinkers, as the follow- 
ing letter from our esteemed friend and co-worker 
will show: July 11, 1893. 

My Drar OHARLESWORTH: Your favor has been re- 
ceived. You ask meif I can attend the Congress and 
deliver an address. Most assuredly I shall attend the 
Congress . . and will giv a ti Everywhere the 
Freethinkers are talking about the Congress, and I be- 
lieve we can make it a grand success. . o 

Fraternally yours, J. E. REMSBURG, 
Mr. Remsburg was in the lecture field at the time 
of writing the above. He was among the people of 
our cause, and was in a position to learn their sen- 
timents upon the subject. We want the Free- 
thinkers to talk about it, and by so doing they will 
advertise it. Spread the glad tidings all around, 
far and wide, on every hand, and wherever you find 
it possible send us in a subscription. Try to raise 
one among your friends and acquaintances. Re- 
member that every little helps. 
Joun R. CHARLESWORTH, 
Sec. Committee of Arrangeménts. . 

345 W. Randolph st., Chicago, Ii. 
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My New England Trip. 


It was quite a pleasant change from the rush and 
roar of Chicago to the bright quiet June days of 
New England. This is the season of the year when 
this land is particularly lovely, and indeed cannot 
be surpassed anywhere on the globe. For a month 
or more I hay been reveling in the beauty of sea 
and shore, the luscious green fields, the wooded 
mountains, the tumbling rivers and cataracts, the 
multitude of ferns and flowers, and the changing 
skies, that clouds only make more delightful. 

I strike Bristol, Conn., first, where C. F. Michaels 
generously opens his Opera House for the Secular 
pilgrim, but I do not find a very large attendance. 
The clergy keep at a safe distance, although as soon 
as I go away they begin to attack me vivaciously 
and viciously. However, I had a good report of 
the lecture in the newspapers, and I guess that will 
do some missionary work. There are a few Free- 
thinkers at Bristol who hav the courage of their 
conviction, and it was a privilege to meet with 
these. Mr. Michaels always givs a warm welcome, 
and does his level best for an unpopular cause. 
Perhaps some day we shall be in the swim. . But 
whether or no we shall push ahead. 

I come to Worcester, the heart of the common- 
wealth, and find a quite numerous audience here. 
Mr. W. B. Clark and others are a pretty stalwart 
company, and they propose to stand by the colors. 
There is a pretty good Liberal element in Worces- 
ter if it can only be rallied. I think it will, and 
make a big impression before winter appears. 

I travel on to Boston, where I look into the Jn- 
vestigator office, and find this end of the line is in 
good order. I meet my Anarchist friends, Shumm 
and Walker, etc., who are not very terrible fellows 
after all, and wouldn’t make a bad world if they 
had their own way. 

Cape Cod is again in the way of my journeying, 
and Cape Cod is simply a paradise. No wonder 
they build elegant dwellings here, and the president | % 
spends leisure here, for surely this is as beautiful 
as the Italian shores themselvs. The sea spreads 
away, and in soft blue light melts into the distant 
horizon. Cool breezes fan the cheek; the nights 
are delicious, with starry expanses, cool shadows, 
murmuring waters, and glittering sands. 


I hav a somewhat larger audience than before at 
Harwich, and I feel that some day the tide will turn 
for Freethought. Sunday afternoon, June 11th, 
B. F. Robbins drives me over to East Dennis, where 
I lecture afternoon and evening. The Liberal 
Society has been established here for over twenty 
years. Joshua Crowell is president, and ably 
carries on the work. I am entertained at his 
hospitable home. The hall in which I lecture is 
named Worden Hall, after Peter Worden, about 
the first settler on Cape Cod in 1639, who was 
“excepted to” on the church records. So it seems 
that he was theologically unsound, and as far as I 
can find out the first heretic on the continent. Cape 
Cod has always been the freest portion of Massa- 
chusetts. Somehow the mind was not quite so 
tied up here as at Boston and Plymouth. There 
was a good deal of adventurous life in this country, 
and the shining sea on both sides, and the broad 
outlooks, had a tendency to open the mind, and 
loosen the bonds of the old faith, and hence it was 
natural that even as far back as 1639 there should 
be some Freethought here. East Dennis maintains 
the tradition and carries on the work of progress. 
Although Mr. Crowell is an avowed Liberal, he has 
been elected several times to the general court of 
Massachusetts, and has occupied other official posi- 
tions. So it seems that the church rule is not very 
rigid in these parts, although the other day the 
session of the justice’s court was delayed about an 
hour in order to find a clergyman to open it with 
prayer. It is difficult for these old customs to 
disappear. 

Monday, June 13th, I come over to Osterville, 
where I meet again the Crosbys and Captain Handy 
and other Liberals, and giv two lectures to fair au- 
diences. I hav a fine sail Tuesday over the waters 
from Osterville to Cotuit. Delightful. prospects 
open as the wind bears you lazily on. The weather 
is all that one could wish. Even if an occasional 

‘shower does come up and vary the scene, it 
passes and the sun shines out again with renewed 
brilliancy. 

After taking in the varied scenes of Cape Cod 
and Boston, I journey again to the land of the 
Aroostook. I anticipated a debate with the Rev. 
Mr. Wheeler at Faneuil Hall, but for some reason 
or other he failed to make connection. I was in 
hopes that he or some other defender of the faith 
would put in an appearance. At Fort Fairfield 
President Baker issued a challenge to all the cler- 
gymen-of Aroostook county, but not one ventured 
to debate. 


However, the Liberal forces are gathering aus- 
piciously at Fort Fairfield. Mr. Baker has a new 
bell on Liberty Hall, and it makes better music 
than all the church bells put together. I remained 
a month, and gave two lectures a Sunday, and the 
attendance was good. The membership of the 
League was increased greatly. There are about 
fifty now on the roll. 

In connection with my work at Fort Fairfield I 
gave lectures in various parts of the county—in 
Caribou, Blaine, and Easton. Houlton, the county- 
seat, used to be quite a rallying-place for Liberals, 
but at present it is pretty difficult to stir them up. 
There is the rot of indifference. This is the great 
trouble in New England. The Freethinkers simply 
do nothing, either through cowardice or lack of in- 
terest. The majority of the people in Aroostook 
are Liberals, but they will not many of them be 
identified with any public movement. They don’t 
care to make an issue. Next to Fort Fairfield I 
found that Blaine was the best point for lectures. 
This is about twenty miles from Fort Fairfield, and 
there are some live men here, who are willing to 
stand at the front. At Easton I lectured on Satur- 
day afternoon, and we arranged to hav a picnic in 
connection with the occasion. Only a few were in 
from the immediate vicinity, but with the forces we 
brought from Fort Fairfield and round about, we 
made quite a goodly show. It was asserted that at 
Easton, over the line, there were two grog-shops, 
and they didn’t want anything worse than these in 
the shape of a Freethought meeting. It seemed to 
be a good plan to meet this accusation by a demon- 
stration of what a Freethought meeting was, and 
by a declaration of our principles, and the move- 
ment was & success. 

I was assisted in the campaign by Mrs. John 
Avery, Mrs. C. M. Waldron. Nettie C. Avery (who 
sang the Freethought melodies), and Miss Lizzie F. 
ila who gave a recitation. It is fortunate 

t we hav the ladies to aid us in this way, and 
z w that Freethought is for woman as well as 
man; and for the graces and amenities of human 
life, even if we do hav to engage in pioneer work. 

I enjoyed with John McGill a pleasant drive over 
the line to Perth, where Geo. E. Baxter livs, and 
who is going to lecture occasionally for the League 
during the coming season. He is an ardent Free- 
thinker, and of great help to us in the work here. 
There is quite a sprinkling of Liberals over the line 
in New Brunswick. 

I also enjoyed a visit to J oseph A. Conant’s, and 
climbed the highest hill near Fort Fairfield, which 
gave me a grand and lovely view of the country for 
many miles—Presque Isle, Caribou, the far-off- 
Katahdin, and Mars Hill, which looms up majestic 
ally over the village of Blaine. Aroostook couttr 
in the perfection of its glory now; the faru. 
looking splendidly, the crops are in fine condit.. 


and there is a picture of prosperity in every direcs 


tion. The hard times hav not come here yet. 

The Conants are a big family, and make almost a 
whole regiment ‘for our cause—and a family meet- 
ing would make quite an audience of Freethinkers. 
There are Joseph A. Conant, Sr. and Jr.; Stephen 
R. Conant, Isaac Conant, Chas. M. Waldron, and 
their families—all with us. Among the others are 
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Grant, in whose home I also 
found entertainment; Frank Hanson, Geo. L. Mc- 
Nally, Wilmot A. Hiscock, the Ackorn brothers, W. 
T. Ashley, A. G. Rollins, O. A. Johnson, Benj. 
Whitehouse, Henry H. Gilman, John A. Davis, A. 
W. Hatfield, J. L. Parks, George Eastman, the 
Averys, etc. I cannot mention all, but my friend 
Baker has an array of supporters of which anyone 
might be proud; and with Liberty Hall for a rally- 
ing-place, I am sure there will be continual progress. 

I wish there was somebody like R. L. Baker in 
every town in Aroostook. I feel sure that we might 
do a rushing business for Freethought. The ele- 
ments are present, but it needs some one with per- 
sistent genius to bring them together and organize. 
I hav great hopes of the Fort Fairfield League. It 
is far away from the main lines of travel, ‘and 
it cannot depend upon the cooperation of other so- 
cieties throughout the land. It may be, however, 
that some of our lecturers will be able to go there 
on a kind of vacation tour as I did, and combine 
pleasure and work. Aroostook is a good place for 
summer residence. There are fine prospects, ex- 
cellent fishing and hunting grounds, etc. I met 
one man at Blaine whe had just brought in his 
ninety-third bear. He intends to kill a hundred 
before he dies. Those who like bear can hav a 
chance in the forests of Aroostook. 

Even the Christians of Aroostook as a general 
thing are a jolly set. There are a few bigoted ones, 
but on the whole I found them quite genial. They 
wouldn't come to my lectures, but in a social way 
they treated me first-rate. 

I couldn’t find a better place than the comfort- 


able surroundings, brilliant landscapes,.and happy 
society of Fort Fairfield in which to begin my 
wanderings in the “Four Hundred Years of Free- 
thought.” was enabled in the quietude and leis- 
ure of this remote post to make a beginning in 
this vast field, and there was not a dull moment, 
combining the glories of the past with the labors 
of the present. It was one of the pleasantest ex- 
periences of my life, and I must thank the Liberals 
of Fort Fairfield for their generous treatment, and 
we can all look forward to the future with hope. 

I left Fort Fairfield on Monday, July 17th, and 
coming to Bangor by car took the boat on Tuesday 
down the Penobscot to Bar Harbor, and from Bar 
Harbor I take the boat to Rockland, and thence to 
Boston, and if I had time I should like to describe 
this really enchanting journey. The most change- 
able and -attractiv views of land and sea were con- 
stantly opening before one, a’ d you scarcely felt 
like sleeping, both day and night being so full of 
glittering panoramas. 

On my arrival in Boston I had the pleasure of 
spending an evening with Washburn, in his beautiful 
home at Revere, where the beach, crowded with 
hundreds of people, stretches away, and bands of 
music are playing and summer’s revelry makes beauty 
on every hand. 

I also make a call at the home of the Dentons at 
Wellesley. This is a lovely place, and there is 
plenty of stimulation for heart and head, for here 
are the people who think and work for humanity. 
Here also is art, the study of nature, especially the 
fishes of the sea. I wish I could describe all these 
glowing forms and colors. Mrs. Elizabeth Denton 
is still interested as ever in progress and reform 
with bright and indomitable spirit. In the evening 
Mrs. Shull makes up a party for a drive around 
Wellesley, Natick, etc., and certainly one could 
not find more elegance and splendor than is wit- 
nessed in these prosperous suburbs of Boston. 
àlrs. Shull is an exhilarating reformer, and it did 
me good to meet with one so thoroughly radical, 
and so earnest for the elevation of humanity. 

I stop over Sunday at Meriden, Conn. It is one 
of the most beautiful days of the whole season, and 
Meriden shone effulgent in the bright atmosphere. 
I was at the charming home of Mr. and Mrs. N. F. 
Griswold, and we read and talked, and in the after- 
noon drove about the country, and this was indeed 
a vivifying conclusion for my New England trip. 

I hav been so busy writing up “Pen Pictures of 
the World’s Fair,” and “Four Hundred Years of 
Freethought,” that I hav not had time to giv more 
than this fragmentary description of my last 


morth’s. work. I now return to Chicago, and shall 


s for the coming International 

faze it is to be a great success. 

-acourage us. The, Christians 

.ictory:in closing the gates of the 

eS E only shown their chicanery and 

‘meanness. They hav not conquered the Fair itself 

nor the people of Chicago. The churches will re- 
main just as empty as they ever were. 

Now let us all join forces for a grand Congress. 
Let us make a fitting close to the vast and splendid 
triumphs of four hundred years of Freethought. I 
expect to shake hands with a thousand Liberals in 
this auspicious time. Samvet P. Pornam. 


eee eee EEEEEEISEEEEEEEEEEEEeend 
The Christian Scheme of Salvation. 


Theologians call this scheme the “atonement.” 
It is an ecclesiastical device to degrade the nature 
of man and to glorify the mercy and loving kind- 
ness of God. Thousands are deceived by it, and 
the moral culture of the race is retarded by the ly- 
ing theory which says “there is no health in us.’ 
Once i impress upon men the idea that they are sick, 
and unless they hav sufficient will-power to. success- 
fully combat the error they are sure to feel indis- 
posed and stay home; so in like manner if men hear 
nothing but statements of their inherent wicked- 
ness, that they “are born in sin” and “ shapened 
in iniquity,” they are sure to continue in their sins, 
to excuse their crimes, and to look elsewhere for 
that moral stamina which should be the natural re- 
sult of the development of their own faculties. 

The ordinary Christian is very ignorant of the 
origin and character of many of the leading tenets 
of his church. When it is asked, “ Why are Lib- 
erals always hammering at the Bible, the church, 
creeds, and dogmas?” the answer is, “ Because the 
truth about these things is not told by those who 
preach them and profit by their propagation.” 
Theology is a system of mystification. Priests use 
language to conceal their thoughts, and the people 
become slaves of cunning phrases. Few believers 
hav investigated the theory of the “atonement,” but 
every Christian can talk glibly about such prepos- 
terous side-issues as “ circumcision,” “ fulfillment of 
the law,” “baptism,” “grace,” “justification by 
faith,” “imputed righteousness,” “second coming 
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of Christ,” “election,” “predestination,” etc. All 
these: theological figments tend to obscure the 
brutal and bloodthirsty features of the “atone- 
ment” from the minds of men and women. 

The “four gospels” certainly do not teach this 
doctrin in the form presented by recognized church 
authorities, and those isolated passages which are 
quoted as evidence are pressed into the theological 
service by a forced and strained interpretation. 
The writers of the “epistles” are the “ chief of sin- 
ners” in respect to the suggestion of this doctrin, 
and the “church” through its “fathers ” and coun- 
cils is responsible for its present form. It is an 
egregious error to believe that Christian theology 

.has always been what it is to-day. Every doctrin 
has its history, and some of the doctrins were cent- 
uries in process of formation. This very doctrin 
now under consideration is an illustration of the 
fact. The writer of the “epistle” to the Romans 
says (v, 10-12): “For if when we were enemies we 
were reconciled to God by the death of his son, 
much more being reconciled we shall be saved by 
his life. And not only so, but we also joy in God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we hav 
now received the atonement. Wherefore as by one 
man sin entered into the world and death by sin, 
and so death passed upon all men for that all hav 
sinned.” 

This clearly means that in consequence of one 
man’s (Adam) sin, humanity was. separated from 
God, or rather that God was offended, and that the 
physical torture and death of Christ reconciled 
these two enemies—God and humanity. The early 
church fathers dwell with considerable devotion 
upon those passages which represent the suffering 
and great sacrifice of Christ, but during the first 
four centuries there appeared no certainty of opin- 

ion as to whether they were a ransom-price paid to 
God or to the devil. Origen and St. Augustine 
supposed that- the ransom-price was paid to the 
devil. Athanasius controverted this theory and 
maintained that the ransom was paid to God. It 
was not, however, until the middle of the eleventh 
century that the doctrin was arranged into some- 
thing like theological consistency.. Anselm was the 
man who accomplished this marvelous dialectical 
feat. Like every other church dogma it-is a confus- 
ing mosaic of assumptions. It may be summarized 

- as follows: The infinit guilt which man had con- 
tracted by his disobedience of God's laws could be 
satisfied (or atoned for) by no mere creature; only 
the God-man J. C. could render the required satis- 
faction. God only can satisfy himself. The hu- 
man nature of Christ enabled him to incur the debt 
(or take up the note) and his divine nature enabled 
him to pay it. As a human being it was incumbent 
upon him to order his life according to the law of 
God; but as a God he was under no obligation to 
die. But he nevertheless voluntarily surrendered 
his life and was therefore entitled to a recompense. 
This recompense consisted iu the forgivness of 
the sins of those who accepted the terms of the 
compact. 

Slight modifications hav been made of this theory 
by Luther, Calvin, and a host of other Christian 
apologists, but in its main features it may be taken 
as the “Christian scheme of salvation.” 

Now the fundamental principles here stated are 
gratuitous assumptiong. 

First. Man’s sin of disobedience was of infinite 

* demerit. 

Second. Christ had a double nature—human and 
divine. 

Third. Sin is transferable. 

Assuming that there was on the part of man an 
act of disobedience, how can it be regarded as of 
infinit proportions? A finite being cannot commit 
an infinit crime. A lie is a lie whether it be told to 
a prince or a pauper, and the person to whom it is 
told does not lessen or increase its dimensions. A 
crime is not greater than the criminal. But this 
act of disobedience was not committed by the whole 
human race, but by one man—Adam. (See above 
quotation from Romans.) This raises the question, 
1s not sin (or wrong-doing) of a personal character ? 
A man may commit a burglary, or any other form 
of social violence, but that would not make his 
children burglars; and to punish his children for 
the misdeeds of the parent would be an act of in- 
justice and of cruelty. 

S. T. Coleridge defines sin “as an evil which has 
its ground or origin in the agent, and not in the 
compulsion of circumstances. An act to be sin 
must be original, and a state or act that has not its 
origin in the will may be a calamity, deformity, or 
disease, but sin it cannot be.” The sin of Adam 
then is not the sin of the human race. But did 
Adam sin? Or was there a sin at all? Sir William 
Jones in his “ Asiatic Researches” says, “ Hither the 
first eleven chapters of Genesis are true or the whole 
fabric of our national religion is false.” In other 


words, if Adam did not sin precisely in the manner 
set forth in the book of Genesis, then the cruci- 
fixion, resurrection, and ascension of Christ are 
myths. No “fall,” no “resurrection,” no apple, no 
harp, no garden of Eden, no mansions in the sky. 

It is impossible to believe that a scheme of such 
gigantic proportions—involving as it does the 
nature and character of God, the nature and destiny 
of the human race—should hav been revealed to 
man by an almighty-wise God in such an incom- 
plete and suspicious manner! No theologian with 
a reputation to lose would defend the biblical 
version of man’s origin. 

Keeping, however, to the ethical phase of the 
question, Did Adam sin? Did the act of dis- 
obedierice originate with him or was he the creature 
of cireumsiances? God is perfect, say the theo- 
logians. He is all-wise, all powerful, all-good. He 
is, the same yesterday, to-day, and forever. God 
knows everything. With him there is no yestcr- 
day, no to-morrow. Everything is. The immeas- 
urable past and the illimitable future are present 
facts. He has no need of a memory, and imagina- 
tion is quite unnecessary. If this be true now, it 
was true before Adam was born. The sin of Adam 
was a fact to God millions of years before it was 
committed ; and furthermore, the sacrifice of Christ 
was-a fact (accomplished) to God before Adam 
sinned. Adam and Christ were but two characters 
in a drama which had been, and still is, in the mind 
of God throughout eternity. 

God was not surprised at Adam’s fall. He made 
him to fall because it was also arranged that Christ 
should be the means of restoring him to his orig- 
inal innocence and purity. In tact, Christ died (in 
God’s mind) before Adam sinned. 

Can it be said, then, that Adam sinned? 
tainly not. 

If God be all-powerful he could hav made man 
impervious to sin and temptation; yea, he ought to 
hav surrounded him with every safeguard, knowing 
as he did that the devil was on the watch to destroy 
his most perfect handiwork. God did not so make 
him, so he is responsible for all the suffering, 
misery, and crime entailed upon the human race as 
a consequence of the corruption and imperfection 
of their original progenitor. 

If God be all-good and all-wise, as well as all- 
powerful, he would hav destroyed the procreativ 
faculties of Adam and made a new man on an im- 
proved plan. And if he found it impossible to per- 
petuate a pure and perfect race, he ought to hav 
abandoned the idea altogether; for it would be 
more merciful to abstain from creating a race than 
to create one which is in danger of. an everlasting 
hell. 

The theory of the double nature of Christ is a 
necessary counterpart of this general theory of sal- 
vation. Itis an ingenious and subtle contrivance, 
and at the same tive has many comical aspects. 
When examined in connection with the “atone- 
ment,” it appears very inconsistent and absurd. 

The sin of Adam was of infinit proportions, still 
the human half of Christ was created so that he 
might assume the guilt; for God could not partici- 
pate in sin. The divine half of Christ undertook to 
offer itself as a sacrifice—in the form of death—for 
that guilt; still it must be remembered that the di- 
vine can neither suffer nor die. How then, in the 
name of all that’s true and good, could the man- 
Christ assume an infinit load of sin, and how could 
the God-Christ offer a sacrifice by death when God 
cannot die? If Christ were God then he could not 
die, and if he were man only he had not the divine 
merits necessary to satisfy outraged deity. The 
subject becomes much more complicated when it is 
remembered that it is God who is supposed to be 
making all this fuss. The man-Christ evidently 
thought he was doing ‘all the suffering, for it is re- 
ported that he exclaimed at the close of the great 
drama, “My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken 
me?” i 

The injury done to mankind by the teaching of 
this doctrin is incalculable. Men hav been taught 
to ask God for forgivness of sins through the aton- 
ing merits of Jesus Christ, and as they hav never 
received an answer whether their sins hav been for- 
given or not, they hav taken the priest’s answer 
instead. The priest is full of ready compliance, 
he will always promis to forgiv. It costs him 
nothing and the ignorant victim is ready to subject 
himself to priestly power and authority in return. 

Sins cannot be forgiven but by those sinned 
against. Man injures his fellows; he should make 
reparation to them. God has nothing to do with 
it. He stands alone, distinct and absolute. He 
cannot be related to the affairs of men and the 
world, and to accept his imaginary forgivness 
while the injured one still suffers is an act of cow- 
ardice and brutality. . 

The same may be said of the doctrin of “ im- 


Cer- 


puted righteousness,” or the taking on of the 
righteousness of Christ. This is a favorit theory 
of Calvinist and Methodist alike. It is born of 
that lying dogma which says “All are born in sin 
and shapened in iniquity.” Having no goodness of 
their own they borrow Christ’s and fancy themselvs 
strutting about in the borrowed plumage of the 
son of God. 

Goodness cannot be bought nor borrowed. It 
is natural to man, and it increases in proportion as 
he learns his true relationship to his fellow-man, 
and “seeks to find his own in all men’s good.” 

It is time that men recognized the fact that 
salvation does not consist of gaining heaven nor 
shunning hell, but rather in self-improvement. 

That man is “saved” whose mind is broad, sym- 
pathetic, and clear; whose physical functions are 
vigorous and healthy as a result of pure and whole- 
some food, and wise and chaste living; and whose 
ideal is to help spread the knowledge of right, and 
to see virtue and happiness prevail. 

Henry Row ey. 


a 


Random Notes. 


Moses was the most meek man who had ever: 
lived during and prior to the time he was on the 
earth, and the terrible state of society can be defi- 
nitly arrived at when we consider without prejudice 
some of the deliberate, cold-blooded murders and 
crimes which he committed against humanity. He 
commenced operations quite early in life by killing 
an Egyptian with a club, and followed it up by as- 
sisting at the massacre of all the first-born, the 
drowning of Pharo’s hosts, the killing of his own 
people by the bite of fiery serpents, and later by the 
massacre of whole cities of innocent, harmless, and 
unsuspecting peoples, with the exception of the 
maidens, whom he reserved for purposes which we 
would be ashamed to publish and offer for carriage 
through the United States mails under a Demo- 
cratic admiuistration. 

It seems as though ninety and nine of the Pres- 
byterian synod hav gone astray, leaving only one 
old buck in the fold to freeze to death alone. 

‘ Samson was very strong in body, but he was 
no match for his wife when it came to headwork. 

One of the marked improvements in society since 
Abel’s sudden taking off is, that a sheep-herder is 
not considered any more honorable than an honest 
farmer on account of his associations. 

During the war in heaven the angelic cavalry 
made their famous charge astride of winged horses 
(Doré’s illustrations in “Paradise Lost”), but 
nowadays God depends for spiritual protection 
upon the tumult of those jackasses who can bray 
the longest and loudest, and longest without giving 
other people a chance to speak. 

The last time God has been seen was when the 
Apostles were celebrating the last supper with wine 
made principally of water. 

Prayers for rain will not be heard during the 
coming dry season. 

A late scientist, who has been sojourning in the 
lower regions, has recently discovered the “ great 
fixed gulf” which has so long separated the two 
future localities to be ice instead of glass. His 
reasons for the final entire disappearance of the 
aforesaid gulf and the already perceptible cooling 
of lower levels will be easily understood. 

My mother’s religion is not good enough for me 
if I can make it better. 

_ There are plenty of people in the world narrow 
enough to love God because they believe he is 
mean enough to burn up some of their neighbors. 

People would still be going around naked if the 
devil had not laughed at Eve. 

The devil is said to hav been, and still to be, a 
champion of new ideas and fashions. If so, let him 
“go about and roar” while he devours the new 
crinoline. 

If Mary was a virgin when she married Joseph 
the world is not growing wicked with so great 
rapidity as the People’s party platform would hav 
us believe. 

Some people think twice before they speak, but 
there are twice as many who speak twice before 
they think at all. 


Lectures and Meetings. 


J. E. Remssure has just closed a midsummer campaign 
in Iowa, delivering thirty-seven lectures in thirty days. 


Tuer Ladies’ Liberal League of Philadelphia holds 
meetings regularly every ‘l'uesday evening at 8 p.m. 
Admission free. All weleome.—M. P. McLeod, See. 


CuHaries Watts will be in Toronto about September 
ist, and will lecture on his way from there to Chi- 
cago, which city he will reach about October ist, 
to attend the International Congress of Freethinkers. 
We hav received no word from his colleague, Mr. Foote. 
Mr. Watts’s friends can address him care Secular 
Thought, Toronto, Ont. 
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Letters of Friends. 


The Best. 
Dunoaxnon, Pa., July 20, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: Please find inclosed re- 
newal of my subseription, for I cannot do 
without the paper. It is certainly the best 
paper of the kind ever published, in my 
estimation. Jason PASSMORE. 


Could Not Keep the Charlatans Away 
When He Was Dead. 
Miuton, PA., July 24, 1893. 
Mr. Eprtor: The late Isaac Marsh de- 
parted this life Dec. 19, 1892, Tae TRUTH 
Szzxer had been his Bible for many years, 
and he did very little else but read that 
paper. He did not want a preacher at his 
funeral, but as he died of paralysis in less 
than two hours, could say nothing on the 
subject, so the friends and G. A. R. buried 
him as everybody else is buried here. 
Mary D. Marsa. 


Is Pamphleteering the Authorities. 

Darron, O., June 15, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: For the inclosed fifty cents 
please send at once to my address thirty 
World’s Fair leaflets. I want them for 
distribution. The last order of one hun- 
dred and eight I received from you are all 
distributed to officials and prominent 
parties in Ohio and Indiana. I sent 
them mostly by mail so rapidly that I hav 
notenough to supply all of the police of 

this city, which number fifty-seven. 
Fraternally, Noan Comer. 


It Is the Enemy of Imposition and Frand. 
McKzegsport, Pa., July 21, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find $3 to renew 
my subscription to THE TRUTH SEEKER. I 
could not afford to miss one issue. Hes- 
ton’s pictures alone are worth the sub- 
scription price. He is an artist, nay, a 
genius. Taking all in all, I consider your 
publication the best Liberal paper pub- 
lished on the continent, 

Wishing you all possible success, and 
long life to the grand old TRUTH SEEKER, 
the avowed enemy of superstition, imposi- 
tion, and fraud, I am hastily but cordially, 

A. J. QILIS. 


He Pyoselytes Traveling Men. 
Capron, Iuu., July 17, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: I am much pleased with 
Tam Trota SEEKER in every respect. The 
papers are kept in my office, where the 
public can hav access tothem. The travel- 
ing men especially take great interest in 
them, and many is the laugh created by 
Heston’s genius or hearty applause given 
to the thought and words of some of the 
writers. There is a good Liberal element 
here. The ‘‘holy cloth” would talk to 
empty pews were it not for the women and 
children. ; ; 
With best wishes for your own success 
and for the cause, I am, very truly, 
C. E. HILLYER. 


Ingersoll Set Him Thinking. 
LAxEroRT, S, D., July 12, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: Inclosed please find $1.50, 
for which send the books entitled ‘‘The 
Creation of God” and ‘‘Old Testament 
Stories Comically Illustrated.” 

About three months ago I happened to 
read some of Colonel Ingersoll’s works, 
which shook my faith in religion. They 
set me thinking, and the more I thought 
the more I became convinced of its utter 
emptiness, and now I am working hard for 
the cause of Freethought. - 

My brother takes Taz TRUTH SEEKER. 
It is a most excellent paper. 

Yours for Truth, A. J. NELSON. 


Likes Those Eloquent Deseriptions. 
Lonpon, Exc., July 11, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: Sammie Putnam got up to 
a white heat on ‘‘ Religion a Curse,” ete. 
His declamation is almost wonderful in 
its incandescent flow; and his descriptiv 
powers are charmingly displayed in his 
letters on the great Fair. But I think 
these powers of his shine more brightly 
when he revels in the sun-smitten rocky 
peaks, the green valleys, and the flowing 
streams that wend their way through the 
thousands of miles that are waved o’er by 
the Stars and Stripes. 
That brighter and still clearer light 


cause I am married to the grand old TRUTH 
SEEKER; so is my good wife; also a good 
friend, Mr. Henry Wimberly, whom I hav 
loaned several copies. 
get men to read. They tell me they are 
afraid to read such literature. 


casteth out fear.” 
manity and less fear for a God whom you 
do not know. 
church two years ago. 


freed from slavery. If God has made a 
revelation to men, why not make one for 
all nations of men? If salvation depends 
upon a knowledge of such, if man has a 
future life he will know when he enters 
into it and not before. 


address one copy of ‘‘ Darwin and After 
Darwin,” by George J. Rcmanes, $2; also 
send me $1 worth of Putnam’s descrip- 
tion of the Worid’s Fair, and five copies. 
of Putnam’s late book, ‘‘Religion a Curse,” 
etc., 
books and stock in trade. 


Putnam’s contemplated new work, ‘‘ Four 
Hundred Years of Freethought.’ 
can spare the money I intend to visit the 
Fair in September, and attend the Free- 


scriptions of the Fair. I will insert a 


the town, and introduce it with the trade, 


may shine on the pathway of both of you, 
is the sincere wish of Yours, C. P. 


Kan., who is president of Kansas Sinaloa 
Investment Company; Albert K. Owen, 
from New York, who is president of the 
Credit Foncier Company; the great. eco- 
nomic writer Fleuirshiem, from Europe, 
and Dr. Whealer, from Coloradọ. These 
big guns, instead of going to work and 
organizing a good strong company under 
one head, hay divided, and each is trying 
to run thingsin his own way, and how it 
will terminate no one can tell. Hoffman 
thinks Owen is not accountable for his 
acts, while Owen believes the other party, 
Hoffman and Fleuirshiem, to be two 
sharpers. This quarrel has knocked ditch 
scrip away down to .twenty cents on the 
dollar. My advice to friends is not to 
come down or invest until this fight is 
over. There are two hundred and ninety 
people here now, and about fifty want to 
leave. I will try and drop you a line in a 
few weeks again. A. BUTTERFIELD. 


Pleasing Praise. 
Fort Worth, TEx., Apr. 15, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find $1, for which 
please send me in Ingersol]’s edition ‘‘ God 
in the Constitution,” ‘‘Declaration of In- 
dependence,” ‘‘Blasphemy,” ‘‘ The Truth 
of History,” and Ingersoll’s great address 
on ‘Thomas Paine;” and among Saladin’s 
books ‘‘ The Confessional.” I think THE 
TRUTH SEEKER gets better in every issue. 
I think Samuel P. Putnam’s article, ‘‘Re- 
ligion a Curse, Religion a Disease, Re- 
ligion a Lie,” is just grand, and strikes 
deep at the truth. 
Wishing your paper prosperity, I re- 
main, Yours for the Truth, 
Cuas. TROTTER. 


Wedded to Truth-search. Ti 
Mayrwærp, Ky., July 22, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: I haste to renew, for fear 

you will stop my paper. I call it mine be- 


A Man Who Helps the Cause, and Loves 
His Friends. . 
Garnett, Kan., March 9, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find postal note 
for ninety cents, for which you will please 
place fifty cents for any object where you 
think it will do the most good, and send 
for the other forty cents *‘ Hard Knocks 
at Christianity,” by R. Wheeler; ‘‘ Was 
Christ Crucified?” by Bierbower, and 
‘*Pulpit, Pew, and Cradle,” by H. H. 
Gardener. 

Thisis in accord with the promis I made 
a short time ago, when I gave out word 
through THe TRUTH SEEKER that I had 
back files of Toe TRUTH SEEKER that I 
would exchange for postage stamps; and I 
would say that I hav not only been. en- 
abled to giv Tus TRUTH SEKER a little 
lift, but hay made the acquaintance of 
three of the most estimable members of 
Tue TRUTH SEEKER family, whom to be 
acquainted with I consider a high honor 
to anybody, and may. their days be long, 
prosperous, and happy. If I thought they 
would not object, I would introduce them 
by name to Tae TRUTH Suexer family. I 
guess I will anyway. They are Mr. Angus 
McKay, Union City, Wash., Mrs. Carrie 
L. Miller, Oneonta, N. Y., and Mr. Jehu 
A. Calder, Jackson, Tenn.—all grand and 
noble specimens of the truth seeker 
fraternity. CHARLES GREGG. 

A Song Service, Wound Up With a 
Benediction. 
GREELEY, Cor., May 7, 1893. 

Mr, Eprror: The books ordered (so far 
as published) reached me all right, and I 
am more than pleased with them, especially 
with the ‘‘Short History of the Bible.” 
Tuer TRUTH SEEKER of May 6th arrived to- 
day, and after reading several of its excel- 
lent articles my exuberance ‘‘ broke out” 
in the following acrostic: 

Truth is mighty, so they say, 

Onward haste the wished-for day 

That shall ope the eyes now blind, 

Heal all errors of the mind. 

Ever foremost in the fray, 

Truthful seekers on life’s way 

Realize that each must fight, 

Undismayed by falsehood’s blight, 

Though the ‘‘ pilots” of the sky 

Hurl anathemas and ery, 

** Seek ye now the way we teach 

Ere damnation doth you reach,” 

Every person by them scared 

Knowledge lacks—hath sense impaired; 

Each should Tas TRUTH SEEKER scan, 

Read, subscribe and be a man. 

The attention of all weak-kneed Liberals 
is especially called to the closing lines. 
And now may truth, justice, Free- 
thought, and good sense prevail until the 
blackness of mental darkness be forever 
dispelled, is the earnest wish of, 

Yours fraternally, A, CHAPMAN. 


How hard itis to 


I quote, 
“ Fear bringeth torment,” ‘‘ Perfect love 
Get more love for hu- 


I read, I saw, I left the 


I shall never re- 
turn to bondage any more than a man 


R. G. Dopson. 


Will Spread Literature at the Fair. . 
Sacramento, CAŁ., July 20, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: Please send to the inclosed 


and catalog of TRUTH SEEKER 
You can put me down for two copies of 


If I 


thought convention in October. I believe 
that I can sell a good number of the de- 


notice of the pamphlet in the dailies of 


which will create a demand. 
Yours truly, R. BUTTERFIELD. 


** Qod Bless It.” 
Loni, Wis., July 10, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find $2 money 
order for the following order—$1 credit 
to the good old TRUTH SEEKER, God bless 
it; one copy ‘‘ Bible Morals;” one copy 
“ Religion a Curse, Religion a Disease, 
Religion a Lie;” one copy ‘‘Candle from 
Under the Bushel.” 

The books that I ordered before came 
to hand all right, and are good. Paine’s 
‘*Age of Reason” ought to be read by 
every honest man with profit, and would 
be if prejudice would not be in the way. 
‘Crimes of Preachers” ought to open 
the eyes of some of the brethren, and take 
some of the starch and impudence out of 
that class of humbugs and impostors. 
The other books are all right. If you see 
fit and will send mea few copies of Tu 
TRUTH SEEKER or any circulars I will use 
them to the bestof my judgment in the 
interests of the best paper that I ever saw, 
Tue TRUTH SEEBER. . 

Wishing you and your cause very much 
prosperity, I remain, as ever, 

Very respéctfully, N. C. SKELTON. 


Where Is Heaven? 
OAKDALE, Car., Feb. 17, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: I do not wish to trespass 
on your space, but I am very anxious to 
hav this question answered. Iam getting 
old, approaching eighty years. I hav been 
listening to sermons for at least seventy 
years, all about heaven, but can get no 
information. The Master said, ‘‘The 
kingdom of heaven is within you,” and I 
partly believe that heaven and hell are 

both within the human breast. 
But to be sure of the thing I would re- 
spectfully ask Dr. Talmage or any other 
preacher the question. Some time age I 


News from the Co-operativ Colony. 
TOPOLOBAMPFO, SINALOA, MEX., 
June 6, 1893. 

Mr. Epritor: I desire once more to speak 
through the columns of your valuable pa- 
per to the friends of Freethought. It has 
been known nearly all over the world that 
we expected to organize in May, and put 
everything on a sound and business basis. 
The big guns arrived here on the 28th of 
May—O, B. Hoffman, from Enterprise, 


sent a few questions to be answered, but I 
got no reply. Now, Mr. Talmage, or any 
other man: Suppose a man should die at 
mid-day and his wife should die at mid- 
night, both souls would go up, but they 
would go in opposit directions. Suppose 
a man should die on the 1st day of July 
at midnight, and his wife should die on 
the 1st day of January, at midnight, both 
souls would go up, but they would be 
190,000,000 miles apart and both go out 
from the earth’s orbit. Would they ever 
get together? Suppose twelve members 
of one family would die a month apart 
each, their souls would go up, but they 
would be 50,000,000 miles apart each, as 
the orbit of the earth is 600,000,000 miles 
around. When would they get together? 
S. B. MoCormtox. 
N.B.—Some preachers think that heaven 
is in the star Alcyon. If so it would take 
a soul, traveling at the rate of 1,000 miles 
an hour, 4.566 years to get to its heaven, 
as that star is about 40,000, 000,000 miles 
away from the earth. I cannot think 
the New Jerusalem can be so far away. 
S. B. M. ~ 


A Hall Capable of Noble Work. 
SANGER, CAL., July 9, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: I will hav to thank you for 
the prompt filling of my order, which 
came to hand in good condition. I hav 


read the following and found them to be 


fully: up to my expectations: ‘‘Bible 
Temperance,” ‘Science Versus Religion,” 
‘*Sabbath-Breaking,” ‘‘ What Liberalism 
Offers in Place of Christianity; also 
‘Crimes of Preachers,” which I think 
should be in the hands of all who can read 
the English language. The ‘‘ Old Testa- 
ment Stories ” is a hard hit for the minis- 
try. I hav not read Helen Gardener’s 
“Men, Women, and Gods,” but my wife 
says we cannot giv it too much praise, 
The ministry of Sanger hav not accepted 
the challenge made by the Good Templars. 
Inclosed you will find a copy of the 
resolutions and challenge made by the 
Good Templars of Sanger. When this 
kind of a war is raging is the time for the 
Freethinkers to do some good work. 
This is what I thought, and I commenced 
work at once. I went to some of the most 
influential parties in the Order of Good 
Templars, who also claim to be God- 
fearing, and I made them the following 
proposition: If the Good Templars and 
churches of Sanger would codperate in 
building and furnishing s hall in Sanger, 
with the following pastimes and amuse- 
ments, I would giv $250 toward furthering 
the undertaking: the hall to be built so as 
to admit of a free reading-room in front, 
with a billiard-room back of this, where 
billiards, pool, cards, and other games 
may be indulged in without having to 


-| patronize a bar, also a room with gym- 


nasium exercises. My proposition was 
bronght before the Independent Order of 
Good Templars last night. They thought 
well enough of ito appoint a committee 
to bring the matter before all the churches 
of Sanger. This place is to be open Sun- 
days and admit all moral literature with- 
out restrictions. l 
Inelosed you will also find some clip- 
pings, showing some more of the hellish 
work of those who would ‘‘lead our little 
lambs.” May our common sense lead us 
not in the ways of the ministry, but 
deliver us from their snares. Por Free- 
thought is the oniy guide to moral en- 
lightenment. L. A. Ross. 


We Giv the Church Laud and She 
Sells It. 
Grana, Tex., July 11, 1898. 

Mr, Epiror: I hav been traveling in 
west Texas since the 16th of May with 
Edison’s phonograph, making it preach 
and sing to the people for the nickels. I 
found much competition, and did not 
succeed in making much money. Some 
other fellows with phonographs beat me 
to all the towns, and when I took to the 
country I had to divide my earnings with 
the churches and Sunday-schools, 

I found the country churches renting 
out their untaxed and unfenced ground, 
which had been donated to them, at from 
$40 to $50 per day for the use of picnics, 
and the parties who rented the land would 
sell privileges to men who wanted to run. 
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phonographs, lemonade stands, etc., so a8 
to make about one hundred per cent proftt 
on the investment. From $5 to $10 per 
day was demanded of me for the privilege 
of setting up and working my phonograph 
in the shade of a tree on unfenced and un- 

` taxed church property. I refused to buy 
such privileges and came home. I found 
the sky-pilots competing with me everv- 
where in entertaining the people for the 
nickels. 


_ My absence from home is my excuse for 
not sooner answering the article of Dr. N. 
A. Pickens in your issue of June 17th. I 
hav not the time and space to write an 
elaborate answer to Dr. Pickens’s article. 
Dr. Franklin said that it was not good for 
a man to be in advance of his fellows, and 
that ‘‘ Truth must not bark too close upon 
the heels of error; it would get kicked 
over.” Ifind that when I get in advance of 
other scientific investigators, and set forth 
facts which they hav not reached, they 

charge me with superficiality and with 
jumping to conclusions. I admit. that 
Spiritualism, like theology, has a sub- 
stratum of truth underlying it. But I 
claim that in both theology and Spiritual- 
ism a sod of superstition has overgrown 
the substratum of truth so as to obscure the 
facts. This talk about the materialization 
of spirits is meaningless jargon to me. The 
words soul and spirit hav evolved from 
words meaning breath, atmosphere. 
Chemistry has demonstrated the fact that 
air is composed, like solid and liquid sub- 
stances, of electricity and matter. The 
word ghost has evolved from words mean- 
ing gas. Chemistry has demonstrated 
that the gases are of the same constitution 
as liquid and solid substances. Chemistry 
has analyzed nature and determined her 
constitution. When we analyze a man, a 
dog, a rock, or a piece of wood we obtain 
electricity and matter, and nothing else. 
We do not know that anything else exists 
except electricity and matter. I suspected 
many years ago that that hypothetical 
something called ‘‘ether ” was electricity. 
Prof. Henry Raymond Rodgers, Dun- 
kirk, N. Y., claims to hay demonstrated 
that it ¿s electricity. The word spirit is 
usually defined and understood to mean 
something immaterial. Matter is neces- 
sary to giv anything form, tangibility, and 
ponderosity. How a gas, breath, or any 
immaterial thing can become visible or 
tangible and shake hands with a living 
man, I cannot conceive. Our school of 
scientists say that all is matter. Another 
school of scientists say that all is ether. 
Another school say that all is electricity. 
Some say that allis God. Others call al? 
the universe, and deny the existence of 
any god. Ido not know that anything 
exists except electricity and matter, and 
before I can regard them as being only 
one and the same thing I will hav to 
abandon the atomic theory, and the in- 
ertia of matter, and the imponderability of 
electricity. P. F. Sxomaxer. 


. 


Spiritualism Is Suspicious. 


Orr Home, Cat., July 9, 1893. 

Dear Liperat Frmvnps: It is with no 
small degree of pleasure that I read your 
many articles pro and con on the va- 
rious subjects treated. I hav read Tus 
Troura Seeker for seven or eight years, 
and like it pictures and all. I think Iam 
clear out of the woods of superstition: I 
expect I got my first ideas of Free: hought 
from Dr. Monroe, of the Seymour Times 
—afterward editor of the Zronclad Age— 
a quarter-century ago. Although a Ma- 
terialist, yet I believe the Spiritists hav got 
the best of us in the discussions lately. If 
the tests- were truly made as reported, I 
think it funny that spirits can manifest 
themselvs to us best at night. And there, 
too, must be a go-between. That does 
not seem right. All the old religions hay 
a priest or preacher, and yours has a 
medium; and they must all be fed from 
the public crib and robed with the fruit of 
another’s labor. I hav learned to regard 
truth as being as destitute of habiliments 
as a South sea islander; but no, the truth 
of Spiritism comes to us dressed in all the 
sable cloth, mystic garments, swaddling- 
clothes, mist and.fog, of the older faiths 
and religions. Why is it? Life comes to 
nsin the morning, death in open daylight, 


naked and real, and seeks not to hide its 
reality, and treats all alike and is no 
respecter of persons. All nature is real— 
open to all—until we come to a demonstra- 
tion of another life. Then for areal mani- 
festation darkness is a favorable condi- 
tion. A @ird person, maybe a fourth 
person, is needed. Is it not strange? 
One of the hardest hits the church ever 
got from Colonel Ingersoll was when he 
said, Why did not God tell the people 
what he wanted, not hav thousands of 
people making a living by telling the rest 
what he wanted them to do? Now comes 
Spiritualism with a go-between, too—the 
medium. Brother, are you sure there is 
no cloven foot here? In the name of 
Hope, by all the principles we hold dear 
in life, let us be honest. I hav tried 
faith, now I want facts, knowledge, or 
nothing. 

Some of you say slates may be sealed at 
home before going to your meeting and 
not opened till long after returning, so that 
there is every precaution against frauds of 
mesmerism, magnetism, etc. 

And the dead can write, can they? Why 
cannot they make their own pencil as well 
as their body? And they can materialize, 
can they, and be photographed and sub- 
jected to other chémical tests, proving be- 
yond doubt that the dead do liv? If the 
dead sometimes materialize, is the body 
real, ¿. e., flesh? Isit substance, as a Ma- 
terialist understands the word? 

Tell me, brother Spiritualist, just what 
you know about it. If you are prone to 
theorize, keep fact and fancy apart, so I 
can tell which is which. I hav been told 
one can feela spirit-hand. Is that true? 
And hear a spirit talk, and play on the 
guitar and other instruments. Is that 
true? And that a dress of a spirit has 
been clipped and the piece kept for a 
souvenir. Is thattrue? And where can I 
see a piece of cloth, warp and woof, made 
with other than earthly hands? Does it 
require ten or twelve yards to make a 
dress? And does the spirit make a new 
one at every visit? Are they made in 
modern style? And why do they appear 
in dress at all? Is there sex in spirit-land? 
Hav men and women of note ever come 
back—D. M. Bennett, for instance? 
Would a China spirit wear bloomers, and 
hav one little foot, a cue, etc.? Did ever 
a Bushman or a Sandwich islander come 
back? If ga#*” # were they dressed? 


Do pot peut *~ {usincerity ce- 
case. T -kz so many questions. I hope 


“facts of spirit civilization: I want to know 
if they are ahead of usor not. Are they 
more humane? Is Calvin Calvin still? 
Or has he not been heard from yet? I 
hope not. i 

Do they die again when they de- 
materialize? Is. there pain in these 
processes? 

They say you are millions in numbers. 
Hav youall had proof direct and positiv? 
Can I hav the same, and not hav to toady 
to some third person? 

I know how to make Christians—Prot- 
estants, at least. Just hello ‘‘Jesns” afew 
times good and loud, sing ‘‘Meet me 
there,” and up will come a dozen, and in 
three days to six months they can all tell 
you that they hav seen Christ They 
know that their redeemer liveth. And 
they are honest, too, or most of them are. 
They think that they know just what they 
are talking about until they run up against 
a Wettstein, avd then, Mr. President, 
where was I at? Then back streams the 
light of reason and science, and what 
they thought was a Holy Ghost and a 
reality now fades into thin air and the mist 
and mirage is gone. 

Are there no backsliders in Spiritualism? 
Hav you heard of none? How can there 
be if we can talk with our loved dead? 

Since writing the above I hav read 
Pickens to Shumaker in Tre TRUTH 
SEEKER of June 17, 1893. Mr. Pickens, 
please send me a piece of one of those 
spirit letters. Iam sincere. Iwish to ex- 
amin the paper. I wish to use my five 
senses in examining it. I believe you 
honest. You will not fool me with a piece 
of man-made paper. Tell, me, Mr. Pick- 
ens, what my mother’s name was; and 
whether there were brothers and sisters, 
as you ask Brother Shumaker. May I ask 
them of you, or cannot you tell? If not, 


ie Gy. litile to_get right at tholbottom 
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why not? Can the dead talk to each 
other? What is the nativ spirit-tongue? 
Hav they other languages than those of 
earth? 

Now, my dear sir, there are three lines 
in your letter of June 17th that make me 
feel as Sambo did when he said, ‘‘ Massa, 
I don’t helebe dat fish story, neither.” | 
Hear it: They walk, talk, sing, shake 
hands, caress, kiss, and show their indi- 
viduality—what individuality ?—just as 
they did while clothed in the body. 
Ah, brother, I will stake my soul this 
cannot be proved true. If that were true, 
Christ may hav been celestially begotten, 
why not? It won’t do. I see M.D. with 
your name. As a physician, do you not 
know whence springs a kiss—the nectar— 
none of your two-for-a-cent kind, buta 
smack right on the lips? Getout. ‘‘ Pa, 
can God make a two-year-old colt in two 
minutes?” ‘Yes, son.” 

There is, I fear, a better solution of 
your manifestations than to attribute 
them tothe dead. But it will ever be my 
mission to garner facts. 

LEONIDAS FOSTER. 


There Is No God. 
Roanoxm, Mo., Apr. 8, 1893. 

Mr. Epmor: Having drifted entirely 
away from the faith of my ancestors and 
the ancient traditions of the church, my 
religious creed though unpopular was 
neither original nor new. I am now 
forty-four years old. At the age of thirty 
I believed ‘tin one God and no more.” I 
regarded this one God as being the creator 
and upholder of all things. However, 
after a more thorough investigation, a 
more extended-research, I arrived at the 
conclusion that a supreme being, or God, 
was in no way connected with, or essential 
to, the existence of the universe. There 
‘may be one God; there may be a million 
gods; and there may be none atall. I do 
not pretend to know. There is no evi- 
dence on which to predicate a belief in 
God. If there are any gods they are— 
though vastly superior to man—only parts 
or particles of the universe. They are 
subordinate to her inflexible laws and not 
superior to them; and they must in time 
succumb to the inexorable law that gov- 
erns the ceaseless change of forms con- 
stantly going on in the universe. 

The popular belief is that nothing can 
exist without a preéxisting cause. If this 
.is true, how are you going to account for 
the existence of a God? You reply that 
God is an exception to the rule; that he is 
self-existent; that it was not necessary for 
him to hav a beginning—a creator; and 
that he will continue to liv on and on 
eternally. If God is one exception to the 
rule, may there not be other exceptions to 
the rule? I believe that it must be 
admitted that other things may exist on 
the same principle and that a God is not 
essential in any sense whatever to the 
existence, maintenance, or control of the 
universe. 

The idea of a supreme being is fatal to 
the existence of an infinit goodness, for 
the reason that it makes God responsible 
for all the wickedness, wretchedness, 
misery, and woe that ever existed in the 
world. A supreme being would not allow 
an event to occur contrary to his will and 
pleasure. 

He would not allow conditions to exist 
that were conduciv to misery, moral de- 
pravity, and social degradation were it 
contrary to his sovereign will, his fixed 
determination, and pleasure. No. I 
would much prefer to dispense with the 
idea of a supreme being altogether than to 
entertain such crude ideas of absolute 
sovereignty. According to the popular 
theory the ability to design and execute 
evil is derived from God; the source of all 
knowledge and power. Were God to 
withdraw his power from Satan and thus 
deprive him of the means of locomotion, 
this antiquated old gentleman would cease 
to roam over the fair fields of earth ‘‘like 
a roaring lion,” visiting the palatial homes 
of affluence and wealth as well as the 
hovels of poverty and destitution, seeking 
innocent victims on which to wreak his 
fiendish delight in the destruction of happy 
homes and the demoralization and ruin of 
those who were once pure and good. 

The fiat of omnipotence cannot make 


wrong right. Vice if practiced by the in- 
finit does not become virtue, or injustice 
justice. The gods must conform to the 
inflexible law of justice. They must yield 
to her imperativ demands or forfeit their 
claims to infinit goodness and become 
devils of the darkest dye. 

I believe that matter is absolutely in- 
destructible, hence eternal, and could not 
hav been created. Matter is infinit, exist- 
ing in some of its multifarious forms 
throughout the boundless expanse of the 
universe. I cannot conceive of ‘‘a time 
when there was no time, of a place where 
there is no place;” neither can I conceive 
of ‘‘the possibility of creating something 
out of nothing,” hence the absurdity of a 
belief in an alleged supreme being sup- 
posed to hav created the uuiverse. 

‘* All forms are transient.” There is no 
power that can arrest the operation of the 
universal and inflexible law controling the 
transmutation of matter. Present forms 
must be removed to make room for those . 
that are to come. Thisis truly a demon- 
atrable fact. 

I believe that the ‘“powers and potencies 
of nature are adequate to the production 
of all the phenomena that exist.” For 
this significant reason I hav eliminated 
the supernatural from my creed. If there 
be any gods, it seems to me that it would 
be impossible for them to reveal themselvs 
to man and establish their identity beyond 
the possibility of a doubt. However, 
should they succeed in this particular it 

would be necessary for them to reveal 
themselvs, personally, to everyone be- 
fore the whole world could believe in their 
exist» ce. It is not quite sufficient for 
‘Father Abraham ” to say, ‘‘I hav seen 
God face to face and my life is preserved.” 
This, to me, would be hearsay evidence, 
It would be second-hand proof. I would 
probably conclude that it was more likely 
that Abraham had lied than that such an 
improbable event should hav occnrred. 
Would Abraham be able to discover the 
difference between an actual God and a 
first-class devil? 

This alleged interview after all may hay 
been only a huge joke; got off on Abe 
by Old Sooty for the purpose of breaking 
up the monotony of a protracted spell of 
the blues. It is thought that the old wag 
is up to such tricks, anyway. 

Though I use dogmatic forms of ex- 
pression in the treatment of speculativ 
theories, I do not wish to be understood 
as speaking positivly with reference to 
things that we cannot, by any possible 
means, know anything at all about. It is 
a truism accepted by almost all scientific 
men that ‘‘ whatever has a beginning must 
of necessity come to an end.” There is 
no evidence that any one special form 
ever existed prior to its conception and 
birth, hence Birth and Death are the 
Alpha and the Omega—the beginning and 
the end—of all human existence. 

Having carefully perused the foregoing, 
can you say that you find yourself abso- 
lutely without a doubt? To entertain a 
solitary doubt is to abandon that faith and 
implicit confidence in God's word so 
essential to the salvation of a soul from 
hell. To shatter your faith in God is to 
destroy your belief in the devil—an infinit, 
omnipresent fiend. If you no longer 
hope for heaven when you die you no 
longer believe in an endless hell as being 
the place of abode for a large and over- 
whelming majority of mankind, including 
many of your nearest, dearest, and best 
friends. As there is not the remotest 
probability that such is, or ever will be, 
the fate of a solitary human being, and as 
it is impossible that you could ever be 
happy if such ever was the case, or if you 
believed that such was: the case, you will 
find yourself infinitly happier in a state of 
unbelief that frees the mind from the 
horrid nightmare of superstition’s be- 
nighted reign. Embrace then a system of 
philosophy that teaches you to look on the 
state of the dead as a condition `of 
‘*dreamless sleep,” an eternal rest undis- 
turbed by the impotent rage of angry 
gods’ or devils’ darkest frowns. 


For the inclosed fee please send me 
your valuable paper, TEE TRUTH SEEKER, 
for one year, as I cannot get along with- 
out it, though I hav more reading-matter 
than I hav time to read just now. . 

Fraternally yours, W. E, WALTON. 
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Ghildren's Borner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wrxon, Fail 
River, Mases., to whom all Communica- 
tions for this Corner should be sent. 


“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day’s occupations 


That is known as the Children’s Hour.” 


Hoeing and Praying. 


Said Farmer Jones, in a whining tone, 
To hia good old neighbor Gray, 

“Ive worn my knees through to the bone, 
But it ain’t no use to pray. 


“Your corn looks just twice as good as mine, 
Though you don’t pretend to be 

Ashinin’ light in the church to shine, 
An’ tell salvation’s free. 


“I've prayed to the Lord a thousand times 
For to make that ’ere corn grow; 

An’ why yourn beats it so an’ climbs, 
I'd gin a deal to know.” 


Said Farmer Gray to his neighbor Jones, 
In his easy, quiet way, 

“ When prayers gets mixed with lazy bones, 
They don’t make farmin’ pay. 


“ Your weeds, I notice, are good an’ tall, 
In spite of all your prayers; 

You may pray for corn till the heavens fall, 
If you don’s dig up the tares. 

“JT mix my prayers with a little toil, 
Alongin every row; 

-And I work this mixture into the soil 
Quite vigorous with a hoe. 

‘t An’ Ive discovered, though still in sin, 
As sure as you are born, 

Tnis kind of compost worked well in 
Makes pretty decent corn. 

** So while I’m praying I use my hoe, 
An’ do my level best 

To keep down the weeds along each row, 
And the Lord, he does the rest. 

“ It’s well to pray, both night an’ morn, 
As every farmer knows; 

But the place to pray for thrifty corn 
Is right between the rows. 

“You must use your hands while praying, 

though, 

If an answer you would get, 

For prayer-worn knees and a rusty hoe 
Never raised a big crop yet. 

“ An’ so I believe. my good old friend, 
If you mean to win the day, 

From plowing, clean to the harvest’s end, 
You must hoe as well as pray.” 

—Leader. 
spi el a — Se 


From the Editor. 


We are sojourning in a most charming 
and romantic spot among the granit 
hills of New Hampshire. It is known as 
Sunapee, and is about twelve hundred 
feet above sea Jevel. Next week we will 
try and giv you some account of this de- 
lightful locality, so that our dear family 
may enjoy with us somewhat of the 
beauties of the place. 

Direct all letters and communications 
intended for the Corner to Fall River, 
Mass., as usual, and they will be forwarded 
here. S. H. W. 


— —_-- 
An Argument for Diminutiv Tronsers. 


It seems that Max had only just been 
promoted to the dignity of trousers and 
was strutting about the room to the de- 
spairing envy of his two-year-old brother 
John. Indeed Max looked so great and 
grand in his manly two-legged garment 
that kilt skirts grew instantly unbearable, 
and John pleaded earnestly, ‘‘ Mummer, 
peas’, m’m, div’ me some pants too,”’ 
“ But, my son,” replied his mother kindly, 
‘you could not possibly wear trousers, 
See yourlegs! They are ever so much too 
short,” 

“Oh, nome dey ain’t,” John whim- 
pered with tearful intensity. ‘‘ Dey’s long 
enuff. My legs goes all de ways up to my 
stummick,” evidently believing his petti- 
coats gave the popular impression that his 
nether limbs stopped short at his knees.— 
American Woman. 

a 


The Student’s Prayer. 

There was long ago a divinity hall pre- 
sided over by a most amiable and dignified 
professor. On certain days the senior 
students opened the proceedings of the 
day with prayer. One morning a raw 
youth from a remote region performed 
this duty, and it was a memorable occa- 
sion. None who were present can forget 
how the venerable professor turned and 
gazed on the untutored lad, who prayed 
for him as follows: ‘‘ Lord, hay mercy on 
our professor, for he is weak and iznorant. 


Strengthen his feeble hands, confirm his 


tottering knees, and grant that he may go 
out and in before us like the he goat be- 


Fine Hand-Made Violins. 


se Made strictly on scientifie principles. Best in 
fore the flock.”— Twenty-five Years of St. | the World fòr the Money. Fine Wood, Tools, and 
Andrews. * Trimmings for Violin-Makers. Ajso Old and 


New Viohns Repaired snd Regraduated at 


TOO 


reas'n ble prices. Square dealing. Address 
Correspondence. 6t29 J. COLLINGWOOD, Avery, Ia. 
Tampa, Fua., July 17, 1893. F 
Miss Wixon: This is my first letter to 0 <GUARANTEED Dya Oa 
the Corner. My father takes Tui Tenin 5 Sompany isoffered at par. Suitable 
EEKER, though not long; but I know he y a a nea eee 
will keep taking it; he lends it out. Iam O pios pean New York. 
eleven years old. School is out. 428 


In fear of the waste. basket I will close. 
From yours, Exiza WAITEHUST. 
(Thanks, Eliza dear, for your letter. 
Please tell us about Tampa and the peo- 
ple who liv there.—Eb. C. C.] 


_A YOUNG INFIDEL WOULD LIKE TO 
invest #200 or $250 with services in some legiti- 
mate business in any of the far-Western states. 
Address, with particulars, F. HOCHBRUNN, 
2t30 2,156 Second ave , New York city. 


CHOLERA, DIPHTHERIA, Dysentery, 
Piles, Quinsy, Catarrh. Tie Antidote for $1. 
Agents wanted. Dr. G. H. MILER, 1,441 South 
twelfth street, Denver, Col. 20628 


SUSAN WIXON’S BOOKS, 


Soke 


Exzrrton, Ga., July 14, 1893. 

Drar Miss Wrxon: This is my first 
letter to Toe Truta SEEKER. I like cats. 
I hav three, one kitten and two grown 
cats. My kitten is named Jo, and my 
cats Bee and Bonnie Doon. I am a mem- 
ber of the ‘‘ Little Defenders’ Society.” I 
like to read. 

Papa has been taking Toe TRUTH SEEKER 
long before I was born. I am eleven years 
old. I remain, Ontve BELL. 

[We know Olive will see to it that this 


letter will not be the last one.—Ep. C. C.] 


Dayton, Wasu., July 1, 1893. 

Dear Miss Wixon: This is my first 
letter to the Corner. My father has 
taken Tae Trora SEEKER for a long 
time. Iam nine years old; there are four 
of usin the family, and we are all strong 
Freethinkers. We hav lots of pets, and 
they are all fat. Mamma always makes 
me feed them. We keep a hotel, and papa 
is always lecturing on Freethought. 


Luru Boss. 
P.S —Please send me ‘‘The Story 
Hour.” Find money inclosed, $1. 
` Address, Dayton, Columbus county, 
Wash. 1zmo, 300 pp., $1. 


{Freethinkers always keep their pets 
well fed. Lulu is a bright girl, and we 
shall want to hear from her again.— 
Ep. C. C.] 


Apples of Gold. And Other Stories for 
oys and Girls. 12mo, 388 pp., $1.25. 


The Story Honr. An Exceptionally Hand- 

some and Interesting Book, Without Supersti- 
tion, for Children and Youth. The Only Free- 
thinkers’ Children’s, Story-book ever issued. 
¢i full-page illustrations aud 25 smaller; large 
tvpe, heavy, toned paper, broad margins, illus- 
trated covers; 4to, 2% pp., boards, $1 


Address, THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


APOLLONIUS OF TYANA IDENTIFIED AS THE 
CHRISTIAN JESUS, 


An important and remarkable revelation con- 
terning the life and times of Apollonius of 
Tyana, the great sage and philosopher of the first 
century. It is here claimed that his life and 
teachings were appropriated and utilized by the 
formulators of the Christian religion in the in- 


GuENwoop, Wasu., July 9, E.M. 298. 

Drar Miss Wrox: I will now pen you 
a few lines, as this is Sunday and I hav 
nothing else to do. It rained all day yes- 
terday, but to-day the sun is shining very 
bright. Everything looks nice and spring- 
like—the flowers in full bloom, and the 
grass so rich and green. 

I will tell you something about old 
Mt. Adams. Its summit is now, by the 
most accurate measurements, thought to 
be 12,300 feet above sea level. It rises a 


: f nce -” | terest of so-called Christianity. The plagiarism 
little east of the central axis, rising di- ismade plain in this brief history of Apollonius 
rectly from the great plateau of the Klick- | especia. in view of the pierre kre, erences an 
itat. The mountain has four summits. | comments thereon.. 18 G~. Spe VAAT. SO 


conceal the plagi ~ 
was suppressed. : 

Price, *5 cents. 
= Address 


Antiquity 
Unveiled. 


—~o— 


>N Ancient Voices 
from the Spirit 
Realm disclose the 
most Startling Rev- 
elations. 


Proving Christianity 


: . .. 3 Dalne¢.. Apollonius 
There is no point, however, from which Be 


more than three can be seen at once. 
There is one great central dome, majestic, 
pure white against the blue-black sky of 
its unsullied hight. The othersare broken 
jags of basalt, leaning as for support 
against the mighty mass in the center— 
six or seven distinct glaciers, separated 
from each other by sharp ridges. To one 
approaching the mountain from the south, 
the first of these glaciers to be seen is the 
white Salmon, so named from the im- 
petuous river which issues from it. On 
the southeast side of the mountain a nar- 
row ridge of lava rock descends from the 
summit, inclosing in its embrace to the 
east a beautiful, curved glacier, which 
from the canyon in which it descends is 
known as the ‘‘Hell-roaring Glacier.” 
Next beyond the Hell-roaring, and pretty 


nearly on the eastern side of the mount- to he of 
ain, is the greatest and grandest glacier 
of all; this is the great glacier of the Heathen Origin, 


Klickitat. There are many more glaciers, 
from which issue forth the Cowilitz 
and Lewis rivers. There are many lakes 
around Mt. Adams—from one point alone 
can be seen fifty lakes. 

I will close now, as this will be getting 
too long. Tf any of the Cornerites will 
write to me I will gladly answer. 

Yours ior the freedom of thought and 
speech, JESSIE May PARROT. 

(Jessie has written a very interesting 
letter.—Ep. C. ©.] 


FOR HER DAILY BREAD, 


A hineteenth Cent ry Nov: 1. 


Preface by R, 6. ING-RSOLL. 


For Her Daily Br-a4 is the story of two young 

irls and a younger brother who were left parent- 
ess, with a little money, fair esucatiov, and 
much courage, to make their way through the 
world by goiug to Cnuicago. ‘ihe antaor is also 
toe heroive. ‘ihe perrative is, in the main, a his- 
tory of a werking-~girl’s life anu experience in the 
city of Chicago among bluff busin«ss-mea, kind. 
hearted folks, ana d sreputable hypocrits. It is 
just sn h a story of human life as we should ex- 
pect Colonel Ingersolt to be interested in; and 
whatever he admires and appraciates is snre to 
be worth the attention of the rest of the world. 
Price, 25 cents. Address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


[ILLUSTRATED.] 
Price, - - ~- ~ 81.50. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


MY RELIGIOUS EXPE- 
| RIENCE, 


Being the story of his religious life and mental 
joumeyings. ritten in his happiest and most 
riliant way, and is the best of all his splendid 

Price, 25 cents. Address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


| By S. P. Putnam. 


works. 


A NEW WORK 


BY 
ARTHUR B. MOSS, 
Author of “The Bible and Evolution,” 
ENTITLED 


Christianity and Evolution, 


With 
J. M. WHEELER, 8u 


Price, $1. 
Address 


reface by 
editor of Freethinker. 


Order at once. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


THE TRUTH. SEEXT? 


Scientific Works. 


Three Introductory Lectures on the 
Science of Thought. By F. Max Miil- 
ler. 1. The Simplicity of Language; 2. The 
Identity of Language and Thought, and 8. . 
The Simplicity of Thought. With an appendix 
which contains a correspondence on ‘* Thought 
Without Words,” between F. Max Muller and 
Francis Galton, the duke of Argyll, George J. - 
Romanes, and others. Neatly bound in cloth. 
Price, 750. i 

Three Lectures on The Science of Lan- 
guage. By Prof. F. Max Miller. The 

xford University Extension Lectures. With 
a supplement, ** My Predecessors.” an essay on 
genesis of “The Science of Thought.” 112 
pages; cloth. Price, 75c. 


The Psychology of Atteution. By Th. 
Ribot, professor of Comparative and Experi- 
mental Psychology at tue College de France, 
and editor of the Revue Philosophique. Au- 
thorizedtranslation. Treating of the following 
topics: 1. Spontaneons, or Natural, Atteution. 
—a, Emotional states; b, Physical manifesta- 
tions; ¢,Surprise. 2. Voluntary. or Artificial, 
Attention.—a, Its mechanism; b, Inhibition; e, 
The feeling of effort. 3. The Morbid States o: 
Attention.—a, Distraction; b, Hypochondria; 
c, Fixed ideas and ecstasy; d, Idiocy; e, Atten- 
tion in sleep and hypnosis.’ Cloth, Y5c. 

Fundamental Problems. The Method of 


Philosophy as a Systematic Arrangement of 
Knowledge. By Dr. Paul Carus. Price, $1. 


The Psychic Life of Micro-Organisms. 
A Study in Experimental Psychology. By Al- 
fred Binet. Translation from the French with 
the sanction of theauthor. Treating of the fol- 
lowing subjects: 1. The Psychology of the Cell 
—Introductory. 2. The Structural and Psycho- 
logical Character of Proto-Organisms: Motory 
and Sensory Organs. 3. The Psychology of 
Nutrition; Holophytic, Saprophytic, and Ani- 
mal Nutrition; Predatory Habits of Certain 
Animalcuia. 4. Colonies of Unicellular Organ- 
isms. 5. Fecundation of Proto-Organisms. 6. 
Fecundation of Higher Animals and Plants. 7. 
The Physio'ogical Function of the Nucleus. 8. 
Correspondence between Alfred Binet and Ch. 
Richet (professor of physiology in the Faculty of . 
Medicine at Paris) respecting cellular psychol- 
ogy. 10mo, 185 pages; cloth, 75c.; paper, 50c. 

Wheelbarrow Articles and Discussions 
on the Labor Question, Including the 
Controversy with Mr. Lyman F. Gage on the 
Ethics of the Board of Trade; and also the Con- 
troversy with Mr. Hugh Ò. Pentecost, and 
others, on the Single Tax Question. Elegant 
cloth binding, portrait of the author, and auto- 


graph letter. Price, $1. > 
The Idea of Qod. By Dr. Paul Carus. 


Being a disquisition on the development of 
the idea of Godin human thought and history; 
discussing: 1. The Nature of Ideas. 2. The Et- 
ology of The Word God. 3. God an Abstract 
dea.» 4. The Conceptions of God (Polytheism, 
Monoth-ism, Pantheism, Theism, and Atheism). 
5. Definitions of the Idea of God. 6. Entheism, 
the Monastic Conception of God. Price, 15c. 


Epitomes of Three Sciences. 1. Com- 
arative Philology: The Study of Sanscrit. B, 
rot. H. Oldenberg, of the University of Kiel. 

—a, Sanscrit Research; 0, From Jones to Las- 
sen; c, The Discovery of the Veda; đ, The In- 

Yelle por of the Veda; e, The History of the 


Vedic Epoch. 2._ Experimental Psychology 
By rof., Joseph Jastrow, of the University of 

isconsin.—a, Aspects of Modern Psychology; 
b. Psychology in Germany; c, Fsyohology in 
France and Italy; @, Psychology in Great Brit- 
ain and the United States. 8. Old Testament 
History: or, The Rise of the people of Israel. 
By Prof. C. H. Cornell, of the University of 
Koni peak Tag The Traditions of the People of 
Israel; ò, The Migrations of the Tribes of 
Israel; c, The Conquest of Palestine and the 
Kingdom of Israel.. With especial introductions 
by Professors Oldenberg and Cornell, and pref- 
atory remarks by the editor of tho Open 
Court. Elegant cloth binding. Price, 75c. 


The Ethical Problem. By Dr. Paul 
Carus. Three Lectures, delivered before the 
Society for Ethical Culture of Chicago at the 
inytation of the Board of Trustees: 1. Ethics, 
a Sotence; 2. The Data of Ethics; 3. The The- 

ories ef Ethics. 112 pages, cloth. Price, 50c. 


On Denble Consciousness. Experimental 
PsychologicalStudies. By Alfred Binet. Table 
of contents: 1. Introductory; Experimental 
Psychologyin France, 2. Proof of Double Con- 
sciousness in Hysterical Individuals. 8. The 
Relations between the Two Consciousnesses of 
Hysterical Individuals. 4. The Hysterical Eye. 
5. Mechanism or Subconsciousness? 6. The 
Graphic Method and the Doubling of Conscious- 
ness. 7. The Intensity of Subconscious States. 
8. The Role of Suggestion in Phenomena of 
Double Consciousness. 9. Double Conscious- 
ness in Health. 93 pages, paper. Price, 50c. 

By 


The Lost Manuscript. A Novel. 
Gustave Freytag. A, handsome, elegantly 
bound edition of this famous and popular Ger- 
man romance. . The author writes as a motto 
for the American edition: “A noble buman 
life does not end on earth with death. It con- 
tinues in the minds and deeds of friends, as well 
ag in the thoughts and the activity of the na- 
tion.” In two octavo volumes; boxed. Price, $4. 

Diseases of Personality. By Th. Ribot. 
Authorized translation. Treating of the follow- 
ing subjects: 1. Nature of Personality_and 
consciousness. 2. Organic Diso:‘ders. 8. Emo- 
tional Disorders. 4. Intellectual Troubles. 5. 
Dissolution of the Personality. Cloth, 750. 

The Soul of Man. An Investigation of 
the Facts of Physiological aud Experimental 
Psychology. By Dr. Paul Carus., With 152 Wus- 
trative Cuts and Diagrams. Price$3, pages 480. 
Printed on extra fine paper, handsomely bound 
in cloth. The subject-matter of the work is 
divided into the following sections: 1., The 
Philosophical Problem of Mind. 2. The Rise of 
Organic Life. 3. Physiological Facts of Brain- 
Activity. 4. The Immortality of the Race and 
the Data of Propagation. 5. The Investiga- 
tions of Experimental Tsychology. 6. The Eth- 
ical and Religious Aspects of 8oul-Life. 

Address HE TRUTH SEEKER. 
28 Lafayette Place, New York 


PULPIT, PEW, 
and CRADLE. 


By Helen H. Gardener. 
One of Her Brightest, Wittiest, and 
Strongest Lectures Against 
the Bible. 
Every Woman Should Read It 
: and 
Know Her Enemies and Her Friends, 
=- Price, 10 cents. Address this office. 
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Remsburg’s Book on Lincoln Now Ready. 


One of tha most noted controversies 
Abraham Lincoln's religious 
hristiari. The claim was proitiptly 

again, and again denied. £ h 
been tossed like a battledore from side to si 
For fifteen yea~s 


ABRAHAM | 


LINCOLN: 


WAS HE A CHRISTIAN? 


By John E. Remsburg. 


\ 


it of the century has been waged over the question of, 

} } lief. Soon after the remains of America’s most illustrious son were 

{id to rest at Springfield, one of his piogra hers, Dr. Holland. put forward the claim that he was a 

enied by the dead statesman’s friends, but only to be renewed : 

nd thus for a dperter of a century the question of Lincoln’s belief hast 
o. 


é 


Remsburg has been collecting material for his work. He presents an! 


array of testimony that is irresistible and overwhelming, and which must put this question at rest] 
forever. In addition to the testimony of twenty wiinesses who claim that Lincoln was a,Christisn,! 


and which is reviewed and refuted, 


„ he adduces the testimony of more than a hundred witnesses in. 


proof of the claim that Lincoln was not a Christian. These witnesses include his wife and other: 
relatives; his three law partners; his private secretaries; members of his cabinet; his principal 
biographers, and scores of his most intimate frienas. 


NOTED WITNESSES, 
Hon. W. H. Herndon. Col. Ward H. Lamon, Hon. John T. Stuart, Col. James H. Matheny, Col 


John G. Nicolay, Judge David Davis, Col Jesse 


W. Fell, Ron. Leonard Swett, Dr. W: 


illiam Jayne. 


-Judge Stephen T. Logan, Joshua E. Sped, Hon. Jesse K. Dubois, Hon. Joseph Gillespie, Dr. C. H. 


Ray, Col. F. S. Rutherford, Judge Rohert 


Jefferson, Hon. #. B. ~ashburne, Hon. E. M, 


Geo. W. Julian, Hon. John B. Alley. Hon. Hugh 

Rev. Robert Collyér, Judge Jesse W. Weik, Hon. J. 
m. H. Seward, Hon. John Covode, Hon. A. J. Grover, Hon. W. 

er, Judge Aaron Goodrich. Judge James M. Nelson, Rev. Edward 


Swing, 
Wm D Kelley, Salmon P. Chase, 
T. Wakefield, Gen. D W. Wild 


eachman. Col. R. G Ingersoll, Leonard 
Haines 


W. Volk, Joseph 
Hon. James Tuttle, Hon. M. B. Field, Hon. 
McCulloch, Gen. M_M. Trumbull, Rev. David 
. Usher, Hon. Geo. S. Boutwell, prone 


Eggleston, Rev. John W. Chadwick, Donn Piatt, H. K. Magie, Dennis F. Hanks, Mra. Sarah Lincoln, 


Mrs. Mary Lincoln. 


continent was a Freethinker. 


Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 


The foregoing and sixty other reputable witnesses testify that the greatest man born on this| 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
£8 Lafayette Place, New York. 


REDUCTION IN PRICE.OF A GREAT BOOK 


a teeta 


With the eighth edition W 
Winwood Reade’s “ Martyre 


dom of Man,” the cost oF 


$1.00. 


The book has had a phenomenal sale for so heretical a Fork, second only to Helen Gardeners 


“Men, Women, and Gods,” and we give our readers the pecuniary 


enefit of it. The 


“MARTYRDOM OF MAN” 


{sa Very interestingly pictured synopsis of universal history, showing what the race has undergone 


—its martyrdom—in its rise to its present plane. 
sive factors in man’s struggle for 


9 It shows 
Liberty, and the last chapter, of some' 150 pages, describes his 


how War and Religion have been oppres- 


intellectual struggle from the animal period of the earth to the present, adding an outline of what 
the author conceives would be a religion of reason and love. The chapters are: 


Egypt, Westérn Asia, the Persians, the Greeks, the Macedonians, Alexandria, tha 
WwW AR victiitns, Carthage and Rome, Roman Africa, the Arabs. 


RELIGION. oes Es 


med, Description o: 


of Religion, the Israelites, the Jews, the Prophets, 
6 Christians, Arabia, Mecca, 
frica. the Mohammedans in Central Africa. 


Character of Moham- 


Ancient Europe, Invasion of the Germans, the Castle, the Town, the 


LIBERT : church, Venice. Arab Spain, the Portuguese, Discoverers, the Slave Trada 


Abolition in Europe, Abolition in America. Materials of 


uman History. 


ture of the Human Race, The 


Animal Period of the Earth, Origin of Man, and Early History. 
| N TELLEC Summary of Universal History, The 
Religion of Reason and Love. 


Price reduced from $1.75 to $1.00. . 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


2% Lafayette place, New York. 


The Agnostic Annual} Col, R, G. Ingersoll's 


—FOR— _ 
w893- 
Edited by CHARLES A. WATTS. 


CONTENTS: 

The Moral Sanction, Leslie Stephen; Reverent 
Agnosticism, Amos Waters; The Mother Nature: 
Gerald Massey; Dogmatism in Theol- 
ogy, Alfred Momerie; Sermons on the Mount, 
Bamuel Laing; The City of the Dead, W. Stewart 
Ross (Saladin); On the Duty of Honesty in Our 
Convictions, O. E. Plumptre; Scientific Religion, 
R. Bithell; The Blight of Superstition, Charles 
Watts; Anthropology and Orthodoxy, Edward 
Olodd: The Disappearance of the Nether World. 
F. J. Gould; Religious Ideas: [hein Origin an 
Development, Frederick Millar; Signals with 
Mars: A Poem, G. H. Martin; Materialism and 
Idealism Harmonized, Lucian Armstrong. 

s . Price, 25 cents. 
Addrésa THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Roaring Lion on the Track, 


By M, BABOOOK. 


Prioe, . « « « 20 cents. 


ARGUMENT 


IN THE 


Reynolds Blasphemy Trial, 


At Morristown, N. J. 

This is the greatest argument ever made in acase 
of this kind, and will be a model for the Bar so 
long as the Christians use force to repress free 
speech. Its legal acumen is unsurpassed, its elo- 
quence never equaled. Wherever Christian per- 
secution is going on this argument should be 
freely circulated, read to the Christians, and ex- 
pounded on every occasion. 

In paper, 25 cents; in cloth. 50 cents. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 

28 Lafayette place, New York.’ 


LITTLE LESSONS FOR 


LITTLE FOLKS. 


i By MRS, E. D. SLENKER, 
Boards, " eae - . . 


cents. 


$1. Address 
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Just Out.—25 Cents.— Five Copies for $1. 


e 7 vise Baie A 
A Liberal living in Michigan said once that he would give $25 & 
year to have the Crimes of Preachers recorded, as the freguent lapses 
of virtue of the ministers showed how little value Christianity 
o Jey Gated se urth Edi he book doing this 
6 have just issued the Fo Editi ft o; ' 
The additions for this new edition “ot the ia 


‘t Grimes of Preachers” 


shows nearly 400 cases of ministerial conduct. While those in pre- 
vious editions show that within a few years about 


1300 MINISTERS HAVE BEEN GUILTY 


of one kind or another of criminal conduct. Most of the crimes 
are against women, for the fair sex are at once the weakness and 
the strength of the church—“ the church” meaning of course the 
cl 


cn 
AW Nij 
ergy. L a A = À 
3, Notwithstanding ihe many additional pages, we have kept the LAN. \ X 
price the same, 25 cents. Send for copy, and confound the Purch Se L 


men. Show them just what sort of scamps are the clergy who have : $ a 
closed the World’s Fair on Sunday, because it is so holy a day that to look 
s in this period is * immoral.” 


e f Address 


upon machinery oF 
THE TRUTIL SEEKER COMPANY. S 


BOOKS 


pain 


BY 
SALADIN 
(W. STEWART RỌSĐ), i 
Editor of the ~~ | 


LONDON AGNOSTIC JOURNAL.» 


GOD AND HIS BOOK: 


is book Colonel Ingersoll wrote to the author: *' You have earned the 
dishes UP arene read thin Dgo Itisa work of vast, research, of sound criigolam, of caustic 
humor, of sledgehammer vehemence, of scathing satire, of pathos and eloquence. itis one of 
the heaviest iconoclastic broadsides ever fired at the Jewish God and the Bible, 
Cloth, gold letters, $1.25. 


WOMAN: HER GLORY, HER SHAME, AND HER GOD. ` 


. Archdeacon Farrar said that “ Christianity elevated the woman; it shrouded 
as wire nis of eed innocence the tender years of the child.” The ‘object of Saladin's work 
is to show the archdeacon his error,and he has succeeded. An English w iter said of it: . 
“This certainly is one of the most marvelous books ever irsued from the press. The authori- 
ties cited are unquestionable, and the result is convincing. 

In two volumes, cloth, gilt lettered, $2.50. 


JANET SMITH: A PROMISCUOUS ESSAY ON WOMAN. 


This is one of the most delightful of Saladin’s books, a disection of woman, with inci- 
dental tearing apart of man—caustic, sarcastic yet philosophical withal, and permeated with 
a tender reverence !or woman and exalted opinion of what she is and showld be. A merciless 
satire upon certain of the conventional foibles of the day. full of facts, fancies, trutus. rare 
touches of genius, and bursts of eloquence. Mo:t of the satirical shafts aimed at, the woman 
go past her and stick in the man behind her, and it serves him about right. 


Cloth. uncut edges, gilt top, 81. 
CHRISTIANITY AND THE SLAVE TRADE. 


A condensation of the known facts upon this subject, proving that Christianity did not 
abolish but aided this infamous traffic in human beings. To which are added such commenta 
as only Saladin can make. paper, 80 cents. 


THE TRANSITION. 


A consideration of the antagonism of the Bible and science, and of the question whether 
the valed or allegorical portions of the Christian Bible can be interpreted by modern Toote 
n paper, 20 cents. 


ROSES AND RUE. 


Being Random Notes and Sketches. Some of its subjects are: A Last Interview with a 


Man of Genius; An Essay on Stirpiculture; Asceticism and Superstition; Capit nishment; 
Poverty; God in the Constitution; Bruno; tods; Witchcraft, etc. This may be called Sala- 
din’s own book, for it is poetry in prose, and is one of the books that lovers of strong literature 
like to read again and again. In cloth, gold- andsilver-lettered, $1.50. 


LAYS OF ROMANCE. 


This book reminds one of Sir Walter Scott, being romantic, historic verse. aglow in every 
page with the energy of a true and high poetic genius. 
Cloth, gold-lettered, 75 cents. 


ISAURE and OTHER POEMS. 


The title poem is a story of intense passion, touchingly told. The other twenty poems 
are fresh, fragrant, thoughtful, and every verse reveals the thinker, observér, and reformer. 
Every page glows with passion and throbs with life. 

Cloth, gold-lettered, 75 cents. 


A FEARFUL FLOGGING. 


By one who endured it. Based upon a manuscript in the possession of Baladin 
paper, 10 cents. 


THE AGONIES OF HANGING. 


Studies in Psychology., By one who was cut down from the gallows. Printed from manu- 
scriptin the hands of Saladin. In paper, 10 cents. 


WHIRLWIND SOWN and REAPED. 


A short story of clerical crime and villainy founded on fact. Of this book the Open Court 
said: “This novel will command the same, or more, interest than Helen Gardener’s story, * Is 
This Your Son, My Lord?’” In paper, 25 cents. 


THE CONFESSIONAL. 


Being an exposure of that infamons religious rite. Contents: Licentiousness of the Pre- 
Reformation Church; Lechery of the Confessional; The Priest in Absolution; Confessions of 
the Escaped Nun; Extracts from Dens and J.iguori; Examination of the Church’s Claim to 
have Fostered Learning; Her Atte pts at Continency, even more Ruinous than Her Self- 
Indulgence; The Relative Criminal Statistics of Catholicism and Protestantism 

B paper, 25 cents, 
am ett at cheace wore address 


@ 
THM TRUTH SEEKER, 38 Lafayette Place, New York. 


HAND-BOOK 


OF 


FREETH OUGHT. 


By W. S. BELL. 


Containing in condensed and systematized form a 
vast amount of evidence against the superstitious doc- 
p' trines of Christianity. Asa book of reference and aid 
$ to all truth reekers it is invaluable. Its classification 
. : of subjects makes it a hand-book. As Ingersoll said of 
it enables somebody in every village to “corner the parson.” Its wide 
e all the disputed points between Christianity and Freethought, Price, 

THE TRUTH BERKER. 


“aine’'s” ‘Age of Reason,” 
variety of subjects includ 
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New Publications. 


Unless otherwise specified, all publica- 
tions noticed here can be had of Tax 
TRUTH Serer Company, at the price 
named. ; 


Desran ArcumenT Farracwæs. By the 


Editor of Taz TRUTA SEEKER. 

Permit me also to add my testimony in 
behalf ef your unanswerable logic in 
answering the Design assumption. I 
think your little book contains the best 
and ablest, the clearest and most com- 
prehensiv, the most rigidly analyzed and 
dissected, the most. variously compared 
and illustrated view snd review of this 
subject I hav ever read. I think Paley 
himself, if ,he could read it, wonld 
‘pale ” (y), and find himself an ignorant 
sophist. Who can answer you? Again 
I confirm what has been published in 
commendation of thisbook. J.H.Coox. 
Tur RESURRECTION oF Jesus. An Ag- 

nostic’s View. By Don Allen. Price, 

40 cents. 

In view of the fact that so many thou- 
sands of people believe that if Christ did 
not rise from the dead sll preaching is 
vain, it is well to sift the evidence care- 
fully and weigh well the arguments for 
and against. This Don Allen has done, 
and in summing up his carefully written 
story he says; ‘‘I close this discourse 
with the doubt that such a thing ever 
occurred. As to a future life for all the 
dead, we hav no proof that such will be. 
. . . We can only say we do notknow.” 
The subject of the book is old and hack- 
neyed, but our author handles it well and 
makes an interesting narrativ of 161 pages 
—and not a dull one among them all. 

ELMINA DRAKE SLENEER. 


Tyr CrRFATION of Gop. By Dr. Jacob 
Hartmann. Price, cloth, $1; paper, 50 
cents. 

This is a library in one volume—432 
pages — history, physiology, chemistry, 
and hygiene, as well as a close analysis of 
many of the old Bible tales. I do not see 
how anyone can read this book and not 
see that people make their own gods and 
worship the creature of their own imagin- 
ings. Our author satisfactorily proves the 
heathen gods to be fully equal to the 
Christian and Mosaic Gods. He says: 
“The history of the human race begins 
with fable, myths, childish stories, and 
with idols. These prevail until some one 
arises and either disputes their authen- 
ticity or proves them unreasonable.” No 
one can read this book and not at once see 
how upreasonable are the old Bible tales, 
from the creation to Revelation. It will 
furnish thought for a lifetime—progressiv, 
enlightening, and radical thought. 

ELMINA DRAKE SLENKER. 

Rericion a Curse, RELIGION A DISEASE, 
Rrrraron A Lis. By 8. P. Putnam. 

I hate religion. It cursed me before 
and after birth, and by it I hav been 
Jargely cheated out of life. I glory in the 
man who can picture its character, and 
who has the moral courage to denounce 
it and hold it up to human view in the 
earnest, humane, and masterly style of S. 
P. Putnam. J know by facts, science, and 
reason that religion is a lie; I know from 
_ seventy years’ experience and observation 
that religion is a curse and a disease, so 
great and all-pervading I hav no words to 
express it. As Horace Greeley said of a 
certain platform: ‘‘I spit upon it, I ex- 
ecrate it.” I mean not any natural re- 
ligion, if such there be, but the religion 
based upon God and a false cosmology and 
upheld by priestcraft, church, and state. 
Isaya most emphatic Amen! to all that 
has been published in behalf of this hu- 
mane, truthful, iconoclastic condemnation 
of humanity’s greatest enemy. The book 
ought to be read by the millions of those 
who are the victims of this lie, curse, and 
disease. J. H. Coox. 
THE ONLY FAULT—TOO MUCH FOR THE 

MONEY. 
From the London Freethinker. 

A weighty work in every sense is ‘‘ The 
Dynamio theory of Life and Mind,” by 
Jas. B. Alexander. Itcontains overa thou- 
sand pages, and deals with all departments 
of biology, from embryology tohypnotism. 
The author’s aim is to prove that all or- 
ganic beings are both constructed and 
operated by the dynamic agencies of their 
‘respectiy environments. Mr. Alexander 
attempts to show what are the essential 
facts and causes underlying selection and 
the survival of the fittest. In his view or- 
ganisms do not bear “marks of design,” 
but rather of being machine-builét ma- 
chines. His big book is crammed full of 
scientific facts, which are of interest to 
every scientific person, whether the au- 
thor’s conclusions are accepted or not. 

Mr. Alexander urges that the true course 
of knowledge is not from above down- 
ward, but from below upward. He works 


his own way from the elementary facts of į is unfolded chapter by chapter. 


embryology, comparativ development, and 
the testimony of geology, through physics, 
electricity, anatomy, and physiology, to 
an investigation of the brain and mind of 
man. He may be called a mechanical 
evolutionist. One of his most original 
chapters is his analysis of the will, which 
he resolves into a mode of the motion of 
brain-cells or their materials, communi- 
cated to them by antecedent motion of 
others. The phenomena of hypnotism and 
thought transference are explained in an 
equally mechanical manner. The intensi- 
fication of one faculty arises from the 
subordination of others. Mr. Alexander, 
indeed, suggests that with the advance of 
intelligence the human animal may hav 
lost something of the power of mind- 
reading. 

The mind, Mr. Alexander holds, is en- 
tirely dependent on the brain. He com- 
pares it to a series of electric lights, and 
the brains to the dynamos by which the 
lights are produced, When the dynamos 
are still there is no light. So when the 
brain is still there ig no mind. Nor does 
he shrink from the evident conclusion that 
his views subvert the theory of the im- 
mortality of the soul. When the body 
and brain are dissolved it looks as if the 
machinery for the production of mind 
were destroyed.. A disinterested observer 
could bardly reach any other conclusion. 
But in this matter we are not disinterested, 
and faith will find foothold when reason 
shows none. g 

Mr. Alexander devotes a chapter to 
t‘ Theological Considerations,” in which 
he shows the incompatibility of all super- 
naturalism with science He says natural 
phenomena may be divided into two 
classes—things we know, and things we do 
not know. The phenomena not under- 
stood are those which bav always been at- 
tributed to supernatural agency. Plagues, 
famins, storms, earthquakes, eclipses, 
lightning, and other such unmanageable 
or inscrutable phenomena hay at one time 
or another belonged to this catalog. But 
he proceeds to show that the kingdom of 
science is continually extending. ‘‘ Witbin 
these wide and constantly widening limits 
no phenomenon has been discovered which 
can be referred to a supernatural source. 
Every discovery has shown the connec- 
tion between phenomena and natural 
causes; and reasoning from analogy, which 
is our only resource, we are bound to con- 
clude that there is no warrant for suppos- 
ing that in the secrets of nature yet unex- 
plored we shall ever find a clue that leads 
to the supernatural. The causes which re- 
main as yet undiscovered we may reason- 
ably conclude are of a piece with those 
which hav been found out. The civilized 
and enlightened liberal Christian of the 
closing decade of the nineteenth century, 
who has found out that light, heat, and 
electricity are not caused by a worshipful 
personality, but who yet bows down be- 
fore the phenomera of consciousness and 
mentality, and invokes superhuman agency 
in the regulation and rectification of the 
human ‘ heart’ and the illumination of the 
human ‘mind,’ is like the idolator ridi- 
culed by the prophet Isaiah (xliv, 15), who 
burnt part of atree to warm himself and 
made the rest into a God and worshiped 


The only fault we hav to find with Mr. 
Alexander’s book is its size, which may 
deter many from tackling one of the most 
noteworthy productions that has reached 
us from America. But ‘‘The Dynamic 
Theory of Life and Mind ” is really a com- 
pendium of modern science, and traverses 
almost the whole of its ground in most in- 
teresting fashion. It is a digest, with 
criticisms and illustrations, of the works 
of Darwin, Huxley, Haeckel, Carpenter, 
Maudsley, Luys, Brown-Sequard, Binet, 
Romanes, Bain, Sully, and others of our 
best psychologists. It is as full of in- 
formation as an egg is full of meat. It de- 
serves, and we hope will receive, attentiv 
consideration. f 

‘Tax the Railroads, Thereby Indirectly 
Taxing the People, to Raise Revenue for 
Support of the Government.” This is the 
titi of a 10-cent pamphlet by Henry 
Frink. Taxes hav been prop-sed to be 
levied exclusivly or especially on pretty 
much everything in turn. Perhaps some 
one who is.studying the tax subject, and 
wishes to consider the effects of taxes on 
absolutely every class of things, will 
gather some notion of value from this 
book. 


A new work is named ‘‘ Ethianism; or, 
The Wise Men Reviewed.” The wise man 
who wrote it, and whom we are going to 
review, is named F. J, Ripley, and livs at 
Atlanta, Ga. He begins upon ether, the 
substance which scientists hav supposed to 
fill all space. This ether he says is in cer- 
tain limited localities invested with the ad- 
dition of individualities. These individu- 
alities de not crowd out the ether, but 
oceupy the same space with it. The ether 
is dilated upon to the extent of a whole 
book. It forms the ground conception of 
an elaborate system of philosophy which 
The book 


contains 219 pages, is bound in paper, and 
sells at $1. 

‘Charles Darwin: His Life, aud What 
the World Owes to Him,” is by B. O. 
Flower and T. B. Wakeman. It is a pam- 
phlet of 28 large pages, bound in blue pa- 
per, and accompanied by a very good por- 
trait of Darwin. Its price is 15 cents. 
H. L. Green is the publisher. The 
world can never pay enough attention to 
the man who overthrew the Bible doctrin 
of the supernatural origin of mankind by 
showing just how that estimable race came 
aboutthrough natural processes. Colonel 
Ingersoll opens his oration on Lincoln 
with the declaration that the glory and 
progress of the latter half of our century 
centers on two men—Charles Darwin in 
science, and Abraham Lincoln in states- 
manship. The theory developed by the 
former is set forth in this booklet, and it is 
also pointed out that his moral nature was 
so excellent as to afford churchmen a shin- 
ing example of the high cbaracter which 
can be produced outside the pale of their 
religion. The power of Darwin’s wonder- 
ful mind was only second to the charm of 
his noble personality. He was the most 
unselfish and sincere of men; a stranger to 
that personal ambition which ruthlessly 


treads upon the happiness and the merit of. 


others; devoid of all traces ofjealousy; dif- 
fident, indeed his diffidence was so marked, 
it is not improbable that the world would 
never hav received his best thought had 
not Lamarck and other great thinkers 
blazed the way beforehim. Writing of him 
in after years, Sir James Sullivan, who 
sailed on the Beagle, observed: ‘‘I can 
confidently express my belief that during 
five years on the Beagle he was never 
known to be out of temper, or to say one 
unkind or harsh word of or to anyone. 
The marvelous command at this early date 
which Darwin had over his temper will be 
better appreciated if we remember that 
during this voyage the young philosopher 
was constantly seasick. In after years 
this wonderful control of his lower self 
grew more and more complete. He had 
an iron will, but it was used in subjugat- 
ing all that was unworthy of the noblest 
manhood in his nature. Darwin loved his 
home passionately, and naught but thirst 
for knowledge could hav driven him forth 
on his long, perilous voyage. In his let- 
ters we catch many delightful glimpses of 
this strong, abiding home love, as, for ex- 
ample, the following: ‘Itis too delightful 
to think that I shall see the leaves fall and 
hear the robins sing next autumn at 
Shrewsbury. My feelings are those of a 
schoolboy to the smailest point; I doubt 
whether ever. boy longed for his holidays 


as much asl do to see you all again. I am: 


at present, although nearly half the world 
is between me and home, beginning to ar- 
range what I shall do, where I shall go 
during the first week.’ ” 
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upon scientific phrenology, and appeal directly 
to the reader’s sense of logic and love of justice. 
It is eloquent as well as convincing. 
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Gems of Phought. 


Tue philosopher is the lover of wisdom 
and truth; to be a sage, is to avoid the 
senseless and the depraved. The philoso- 
pher therefore should liv only among 
philosophers.— Voltaire. 


FROM BUDDHISTIC.SACRED LITERATURE. 

If a man does what is good, let him do 
it again; let him delight in it; happiness 
is the outcome of good. 

Let no man think lightly of evil, saying 
in his heart, it will not come over me. 
Even by the falling of water-drops a water- 
pot is filled; the fool becomes full of evil, 
even if he gathers it little by little. 

Let no man think lightly of good, saying 
in his heart, it will not benefit me. Even 
by the falling of water-drops a water-pot 
is filled; the wise man becomes full of 
goad, even if he gathers it little by little. 

Let a man overcome anger with love, let 
him overcome evil by good, let him over- 
come the greedy by liberality, the liar by 

ruth. 


THERE are thousands of men and 
women, fathers and mothers, who repudi- 
ate with their whole hearts the creeds of 
superstition, and still allow their children 
to be taught these lies. They allow their 
imaginations to be poisoned with the 
dogma of eternal pain. They allow arro- 
gant and ignorant parsons, meek and 
foolish teachers, to sow the seeds of bar- 
barism in the minds of their- children— 
seeds that will fill their lives with fear and 
pain. Fathers and mothers should do 
their utmost to make their children free. 
They should teach them to doubt, to in- 
vestigate, to inquire, and every father and 
mother should know that by the cradle of 
every child, as by the cradle of the infant 
Hercules, crawls the serpent of supersti- 
tion.—Jngersoll. - 


Most signally hav those failed who 
regard the supreme or absolute power as 
so interwoven with the things of nature as 
to cause everything that happens to take 
place by his direct influence on them. 
The immutability of natural laws is such 
that in no place and at no time has an ex- | 
ception to them occurred, that under no 
circumstances do they reveal the working 
of a controling hand, and that their inter- 
action constantly takes place quite inde- 
pendent of all rules of a superior intelli- 
gence, now building up, now destroying 
now apparently according to a design and 
now again quite blindly and in opposition 
to all laws of morality or reason. Some 
of the facts that are as obviousand as plain 
as daylight show that no guiding intelli- 
gence can be directly at work either in 
the organic or inorganic formations that 
are continually renewing themselvs upon 
the earth. There exists in nature a 
tendency to form which is the outcome of 
a defiuit formula and is so blind and so 
dependent upon casual external circum- 
stances, that it often givs birth to the 
most senseless and aimless forms, that it is 
often incapable of surmounting or con- 
quering the smallest obstacle it meets in 
its way, and that it frequently obtains the 
very opposit of the effect it ought to obtain 
according to the laws of reason or intelli- 
gence. —Büchner. . 


EVOLUTION. 
The stars are but fragments of light, 
Lost out of the heart of the sun; 
Your eyes were once stars of the night, 
Ere your body and roul were made one. 
The moon is a planet long dead, 
You hav stolen her face, who knows? 
And silence is music unsaid, 
And June was evolved from a rose. 


The nightingale once was a maid; 
The whip poor-will but a poor lad; 
He crieth of penance afraid, 
She of iunocence, holy and glad. 
The brook was a wave of the sea; 
The rain a white cloud in the sky; 
The lily, a youth, fair to see; 
But what under heaven was I? 


The will-o’-the-wisp was a brave, 

Gone mad with a lover’s despair; 
With a lantern he comés from the grave 

To seek for the dead maiden fair. 
Oh, hate is but love gone astray; 

The wind was a Wandering Jew. 
From night is born glorious day; 

But what in the wide world were you? 


A flower, a flame, wind or sun? 
Something beautiful, blessed; and free? 
Two souls were woven in one, 
Whatever a soul may be. 
Oh, what were we then, who can say? 
During ages we each hav forgot; 
We only may guess it to-day, 
But separate we can be not. 


The butterfly once was a soul; 

If the one that went by me were you, 
In a silken cocoon I would roll, 

Till my soul grew a butterfly too. 
The vapors go back to the sea; 

The sea into vapors shall lift; 
One atom of all life are we; 

All life in one'atom may drift. 


—Fivelyn C, Roe, 


- THE TRUTH SEEKER. AUGUST 5, 1893. - 495 
Thomas Paine’s Works. liine = | lhe Freethinker'sBadge-pin 
; we Meese f DEATH- § aw. SA] IJ THE TRUTH SEEKER 


Age of Reason. Pap., 250.; 
6 copies for $1; clo., 50c. si 
Age of Reason and Examina- 
ion of the Prophecies. 

Pap., 40c.; clo., 750. 

Apostle of Political and Re 
igious Liberty. (Life.) By 
J. E. Remsburg. Portrait. Pap.. 
50c.; clo., 75c. z a 

Common Sense. Written in 
1776. 15e., ; 

Crisis. Written During Am. 

` Revolution. Pap.,40c.; clo., 75c. 

Great Works. 8vo. 800 pp.. 
clo., $3; leather, $4; morocco. 
gilt e ges, $4.00. 


Life of. By J. E. Remsburg 
Port. Pap., 50c. 
Life of. With Remarks on 


Comte and Rousseau. By ©. 
Blanchard. Pap., 40c.; clo., with 
portrait, 60¢. an 
Life. of. With Explanatory 
Observations. By G. Vale. Por- 
trait. $1. 


Lithograph of. Heavy plate 
paper. 22x28, $1. ; 

Political and Religious Re- 
former. By B. F. Under- 
wood. 10c. 

Political Works: ‘‘Common 

. “ Crisis,” “Rights of 
Man.” $1.50. 


$1.50. 

Bights of Man. Answer to 
Burke's Attack on French Revo- 
lution. Pap., 40c.; clo.,75c. 

Testimonials to His Merits. 
Compiled by_J. N. Moreau. 10c. 

Theological Works: ‘‘Age of 
Reason,” “ Examination of Proph- 
ecies,” etc., with Life of Paine 

„and steel port. $1.50. 
Vindication of, Reply toN. Y. 
Observer. By R. G. Ingersoll. i0« 


Sealer Compene 


FREETHINKERS’ PICTORIAL TEXT-BOOK. 


ay 


AdAdress The Truth. 


SHOWING 


THE ABSURDITY AND UNTRUTHFUL- 
NESS OF THE CHURCH’S CLAIM 
TO BE A DIVINE AND BENEFI- 
CENT INSTITUTION, AND RE-, 
VEALING THE ABUSES ` 

OF A UNION OF 
OHUROH AND 


I 8 5 Full-Page 
Illustrations. 
WITH COPIOUS CITATIONS && 
FACTS, 
HISTORY, 
STATISTICS, 


OPINIONS or SCHOL: 
ARS 


TO MAINTAIN THE ARGUMENT OF 
THE ARTIST. 
DESIGNS BY WATSON HHS? GN 


WITH PORTRAIT UF 
THE DESIGNER. 


The illustrations are classified as follows: 


pepresent Uncle Sam and the Priests. 2 represent Samples of Christianity’s Work, 
os The Church Robbing the People. i Missionaries. A 
hs Thanksgiving. = The Lord’s Instruments. 


Bible Doctrines and Their Resuli 
ba The Church and Slavery. 

5 Priests and Politics. 

5 Ireland and the Church. | 

bad Church’s Idea of Civilization. 

The Uses of the Cross. 

i Unkind Refiections on the Chureb. 
, Persecutions of the Church. 

ie Some Allegories. 

id Heaven. 


” Sabbath Laws. 

- Children and the Church. 

“ Woman andthe Church. | ` 
s The Church and Thomas Paine. 
Studies in Natural History. 

2 The Bible and Science, 

= The Clergy and Their Flocks. 
te Piety in Our Penitentiaries. 

p The Atonement Scheme. 

* The Lord and His Works. 

es ayer. $ 

a The Creeds. . i 
se Christians and Mohammedans. j 


A most extraordinary publication. We venture the assertion that nothing like it has ever be 
ore appeared in this country, and it is very doubtful if another one like it ever again be poe 
ished. We must give the Truth Seeker Company the credit of patting the book in the reach of all 

At twice the price it would have been a cheap book. Artist Heston as a portrait-painter and de 
Signer isa wonderful success, and we judge from our own feelings that nearly every Liberal in 
America will desire a copy of this most wonderful volume.—iFreethinkers’ Magazine. 


Mr. Heston deserves to be called the artist-hero of Liberalism. He has dedicated his genius to 
Freethought, and has done faithful and noble work for the cause of right and truth. But the pict- 
ures do not make up the whole of this volume. There are nearly two hundred pages of reading 
‘patter that serve first as explanations of the illustrations, and secondly as texts to prove the utter 
“alsity of the church’s professions and the hypocrisy of, those who uphold them. Altogether the 
pook is one of the best weapons against Christianity and the church that has ever been put in the 
ds of Freethinkers.—[Boston Investigator. 


irise, board covers, $2; cloth, $280. 


Tne 


2 Ge OO pe magona 
$20 OO Re QG I 5-2 BD AD t BHA EN 
n 
$ 


ell. 
s Miscellaneous. 


3 pad ce oes atc POSE 
2 


PAD erase Teams PA 


FILE BINDERS. 


Those who preserve the volumes of Tax TRUTH 
BEEKE need pile Binder, which we will send on 
receipt of one dollar. - / 


POPES AND THEIR DOINGS. 


ACOOUNT OF 
Viears of Christ and Vicegerents of God. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


BEDS. [| 
Se E E] . 


z 


Lor 
William Kingdon ogre Anacharsis Clootz, An: 
r 


thony Collins, Auguste Comte, Condorcet, Ro t 


Cooper, D'Alembert, Dantan, Charles Darwin, 
Erasmus D + Delambi, Denis Diderot, 
Etienne Dolet, George Eliot, Frederick the Great, 
Gambetta, G: Is ibbon, 


ill, Joan Stuart Mill, Mirabeau, Robe 


Owen, Thomas Paine, Courtlandt Palmer. 

lais, Winwood Reade, Madame Rolard, George 
and, Schiller, Shelley, Spinoza, Strauss, John 

Toland, Vanini, Volne oltaire, James ‘Watson, 

John Watts, Thomas Woolston. : 
Prine. 25 nente dress 


THE TRUTH RERKER 


A SHORT 


HISTORY OF THE BIBLE. 


t BEING 


A Popular Account of the Formation and Development 
of the Canon, 


By BRONSON D. KEELER. 


ContENts: The Hebrew Canon. The New Tes- 
tament. The Early Controversies. The Books at 
First Not Considered Inspired. Were the Fathers 
Competent? The Fathers Quoted as * cripture 
Books Which are Now Called Apocryphal. The 
Heretics. The Christian Canon. 

Paper, 50 cents; cloth. 75 cents. 


SCIENCE VS, RELIGION, 


OR, THE 
Conflict between Reason and Superstition, 
By T, C. WIDDICOMBE, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


Price, 10 cents. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


IRON-CLAD AND MANNA SERIES. 


ERON-CLAD SERIES. 


1 Atonement. Charles Bradlaugh.......... .. 
2 Secutar Responsibility. G.J. Holyoake..... 
4 Infiuence of Christianity on Civilizat 


8 Religion of inhumanity. F. Harrison 45 
9 Relation of Witchcraft to Religion. Lyall.. 10 
0 


10 Epidemic Delusions. Marvin.,..... ur engen aa 
11 P ilosophy of Spiritualism, Marvin........ 50 
12 Tyndal’s Belfast Inaugural, and Portrait.. 25 


15 Were Adam and 
Charles Bradlaugh.............sseeseesseee 
16 Why Do Men Starve? Charles Bradlaugh.. 5 
18 A Plea for Atheism. Charles Bradlaugh... 10 
19 Large or Small Families? A. Holyoake..... 5 
20 Superstitio: Displayed, with a Letter of 
illiam Pitt. Austin Holyoake........ 5 
21 Defense of Secular Principles. C. Watts.... 5 
22 Is the Bible Reliable? Charles W: Mie Bi 
23 The Christian Deity. Charles Watts...... 5 
24 Moral Value of th: Bible. Charles Watts... 5 
25 Freethought and Mod. Progress. Watts.... 5 
26 Christianity: Its Nature and Influence on 
Civilization. Charles Watts............. 5 
28 Thoughts on Atheism. Austin Holyoake... 5 
29 Is there a Moral Governor of the Universe? 
Austin Holyoake.............. 5 
30 Philosophy of Secularism. Charles Watts.. 5 
38 Is There a God? Charles Bradlanch........ 5 
39 Labor’s Prayer. Charles Bradlaugh 
40 roverty: Its Cause and Cure. M.G. H 
42 Science and Bible Antagonistic. 
43 Christian Scheme of Redemption. 
44 Logic ot Death: or, Why Should the Atheist 
ear to Die? By G. J. Holyoake .. .... 10 
47 Poverty: Its Effects on the Political Condi 
tion of the People. Charles Bradlaugh.. 5 


MANNA SERIES. 


1 Original Manna for * God’s Chosen.”. ...... 

3 New Life of Dayid. Charles Bradlaugh 

5 20u Questions Without Answers 

6 Dialogue between a Christian 
and a Chinese Mandarin............ ERY 10 

7 Queries Submitted to the Bench of Bishops 
by a Weak but Zealous Christian.. 

8 Search After Heaven and Hell. A. Holy- 


RNA 


Cl: errr O E A 5 

9 New Life of Jonah. Chas. Bradlaugh....... 6 
10 A Few Words about the Devil................ 5 
11 New life of Jacob........... Heak aoinean 5 
12 Daniel, the Dreamer. Austin Holyoake..... 10 
13 Specimen of the Bible; Esther. olyoake. 10 
14 Acts of the Apostles; A Farce. A. H .. 10 


15 Ludicrous Aspects of Christianity. A.H... 
16 Twelve Apostles, Charles Bradlaugh....... 
17 Who Was Jesus Christ? C. Bradlaugh...... 
18 What Did Jesus Teach? ©. Bradlaugh...... 5 
19 New Life of Abraham. Charles Bradlaugh. 5 
20 New Life of Moses. Charles Bradlaugh..... 5 
21 A Secular Prayer. Holyoake. Per doz..... 10 


On orders for Iron-Clad and Manna we will send 
$1.10 worth for $1; $2.50 worth for $2; $5 worth 
for $8, and $10 worth for $5. 


10 
5 


oo) 
$1.50 wili now buy a reljable AMERI- y, 
JAN WATCH in strongGOLD PLATED Ry 
Dust Proof Case. Will not vary s mine 
tein 30days; Is as durable as any watch 
meade, FULLY GUARANTEED. 

) Ithsa AMERICAN patent tever MOVEMENT, 

À Patent Escapement and Keguistor, Lantern Pinion, 
240 beata to minute; No key required to wind and 
set; weight 4 07.; ries Hke out; Postpaid for eed 
3 for $4.00, 12 for $15.0C. byexpress. Bientio 
and As will include handsome gold plated CHAIN & 
CHARM. AGENTS & Siroo pe, send for TERMS. 

] Catalogue of 1000 new articles FREE. 


dated atin ce ha ee 
BOBERT H. INGERSOLL & BRO., ^ 
65 CORTLANDT 8T., NEW YORK CITY. 


j Will bẹ sent for $4.50. The 
2.75 Pin and THe Trura 
EEKER one year for $5. 


Ingersoll Souvenir Spoon 


AND 
THE TRUTH SEEKER 
ONE YEAR, 


Will be sent for $4.75, Sugar Spoons and Trura 
SEEKER, $5. Either kind (Tea or Sugar) Spoon 


gilt bowl, 50c. more, 5 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


The Glergyman’s Victims, 


A LIBERAL STORY. 
By Mrs. E. J. BALL. Price, 25 cents. 


TREATED FREE 
Positively OURED with Yor- 
table Remedies. Have cured 
many thousand cases called 
hopeless, From first dose 


symptoms rapidly disappear, and in ten days at least two-thirds 
of all symptoms are removed, OK of testimonials of mi- 
raculous cures sent FREE, ? AYS TREATMENT FREE by 
mail. DR. H. H. GREEN & SONS, Specialists, ATLANTA. GA. 


The Colonel Ingersoll Souvenir, 


THE MOST ARTISTICO SPOON MADE. 
STERLING SILVER, MASSIVE, BEAUTIFUL 


‘Given Away. 


In order to introduce this most artistic of all 
Souvenirs, Ishall present to all patrons who favor 
me with au order for goods, to the amount of 
$20, one of the above spoons, my prace $2.50, but 
guaranteed a finer spoon than sold elsewhere for 

3 d for every additional 20, an additional 
spoon. Or with an order for $10 worth of goods 
I will supply the spoon for $1. 


THE INGERSOLL SOUVENIR 


Is made in the following variety: ` 


Tea Spoons, Oxidized, } each $2.50 
10 ounces ner doz., 
i a Oxidized, } - "800 
14 ounces per doz., 
Oxidized, 
“ “ gilt bowl, 8.00 
10 ounces per doz., 
Oxidized, ; 
s sectional gilt, “8.50 
10 ounces per doz., 
Orange “ Oxidized, plain bowl, “2.75 
ry ry ilt a “uo 8.25 
Sugar ‘i “satin i “8.00 
$ o git “ “8.50 


The $250 Tea is also supplied etched in bowl 
“The Time To Be Happy IL- Now,” or other mot- 
toes, or names, tor fifty cents extra. Parties en- 
titled to spoons may, upon paying difference in 
price, select any other spoon from above list. 

My stock embraces everything usually kept in 
first class jewelry stores. Diamonds guaranteed 
20 per cent below regular market price. Watches 
of every description, Chains, Rings, Necklaces, 
Jewelry, Silver ana Plated Ware, Optical Goods. 
Ba :ges, Gold Pins, Etc. And $1,000 will be pai 
for proof that I hav advanced my prices above 
lowest prices published in any of my latest price- 
lists, on account of the above liberal offer. 

(If Freethought Badges are preferred the $2.50 
may be so applied.) 


OTTO WETTSTEIN, 
(Established 1857) Rochelle, IN., 


Designer of The Perfected “Otto Wettstein ” 
Watch; the Beautiful Ingersoll Spoon; the Popu- 
lar Freethought Badge. g 

Send for pricelists, cards in colors and gold of 
badge. tracts. etc.. free. 


— e ae me 
easi -o 


SEEN 


I 
V 


THE NOTED SPECIALIST, 
For Men Only, 


is a physician of a wide and extensiys practice. 
and his remedies are of the best. The Doctor 
treats all those peculiar diseases of young and 
middle-aged men, as the result of youthful errors 
and excesses, causing Early Decay, Loss of Man- 
hood, Wasting Discharges, Varicocele, Menta! 
and Physical Debility, Idi 
Death, . ; 3 
To those afflicted and who are desirous of teing 


ocy, Insanity, and 


their ad.izess for ten cents, sealed in & 
envelope, giving yauses and Symptoms of t 
Complaint and a description of the Doctor's im- 
ortant medical discovery—an Outward Apy lica- 
Honra positive ouret e only reniedy -of the 
ind in existence—with evidences Q: cess. 
MA ddress, DR R P. FELLOWS, 
Vineland, N. J., . 
you saw this advertisement in THE 
EEKER. 
Dr, Fellows is an Infidel. 


And sa 
TRUTH 


496 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, AUGUST 5, 1893. 


S 


E, i 


| CONCERNING BABYLON. 
“T7 herefore the wild beasts of the 
desert with the wild beasts of the | 
islands shall dwell there, and Te 
owls shall dwell therein: and it 
x shall be no more inhahited forever, 
| veerther spall iÉ be dwelt in from 
K generation to J 


Generation. 


TE WITH 


== 


1 THE MODERN TOWN OF HILLAH 


SON THE SITE OF ANCIENT BABYLON = 
eS see Chambers Encyclapedia.) 


7000 INHABITANTS. 


itl 


In 


————— 


vd 
ay 


WHICH LIED, JERRY OR HIS JOSS? 


“A Digest of Science.” 


THE DYNAMIC THEORY OF LIFE AND MINDS 


An attempt to show that all Organic Beings are both Con- 
structed and Operated by the Dynamic Agencies 
of their respective Environments. 


By JAMES B. ALEXANDER. 
Over 400 illustrations, 87 chapters, 7,067 pages, and a 3-column index of 11 pages. 


Price, express prepald by us, only $2.75. 


4 


This work endeavors to embrace the field covered by thousands of books, such as those of the 
“Humboldt Library of Science,” the ‘* Internationa! Scientific Series,” etc., by bringing together, in 
simple and direct form, with proper correspondence between them, all of the known factors con- 
tributing toward the origin and evolution of organic beings. 


Do you wish to be well informed? THEN BEAD A oes OR VERSE DAILY FROM THIS BIBLE OF 
SOIENCE 


It is entertaining as well as enlightenin: 


—i. 6., appreciate the worth of the Universal Mothe: 


and will lead you to “ worth-ship ” (worship) nature 
r. 


You must own this book some day: why not NOW? 


Address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


SABBATH - BREAKING. 


OPEV SNUDAYS. 


The Sunday Question. 


A HISTORICAL AND CRITICAL REVIEW. : 
WITH REPLIES TO AN OBJECTOR. 
By GEORGE W. BROWN, M.D. 


Price, = - - - - 15 cents 


THOMAS PAINE; 


WAS HE JUNIUS? 
By W. H. BURR. 
Second edition, enlarged _to, 82 pages; with the 


d lik f Paine. Price, 10 cents. 
best oneraveadress THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Price, 25 Cents. 


Origin of the Sabbatic Idea— 
he Jewish Sabbath—The 
Christian Scriptures and the 
Sabbath—Examination of 
Sunday Arguments —Ori 
of the Christian Sabbath— 
Testimony of the Christian 
Fathers—The 
ing the Middle Ages—The 
Puritan Sabbath—Testimony 
of Christian Reformers, 
Scholars, and Divines—Abro-= 
gation of Sunday Laws. 


in 


Sabbath dur- 


| —BY— 
JOHN E. RBMSBURG. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette place, New York. 


is Controversy Dangerous? 


Bv W. F. JAMIESON. : 


This little book goes down to the very bed- 
rock of human liberty. 


Price, - - - - 25 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Essay on Miracles. 


By DAVID HUME, 
Relea c = + o o Mt Sam 


EAGLE BRAND. 


—- THE BEST—— 


ROOFING 


Is unequaled for house, barn, factory, or out- 
buildings, and costs half the price of shingies, 
tin, or iron. It is ready for use. and is easily ap- 
plied by anyone, Send stamp for samples, and 
state size of roof. 


EXCELSIOR PAINT AND ROOFING CO, 


Dept. 10,155 Duane St., New York. 
18t18 


RELIGION NOT HISTORY. 


Examination of the Morals and History 
of the New Testament. 
By Pror. F. W. NEWMAN. Price 2% sents. 


FHE SABBATH. 


By M. FARRINGTON. 
4 Thorough Examination and Ref 
utation of the Claims of the 
Sabbatarians. 
Mie - «= -  - ef 


10 cents, 


Spiritualism Sustained, 


FIVE LEOTURES. 
By John R. Kelso, A.M. 
12mo, cloth, $1.00. 


Priestly Celibacy Exposed, 


By Rev. Q. T. Fox, M.A. 
Prica, 15 cents. Address this office. 


MEDICAL. 


If you need a medicine pay attention to some- 
thing which will cure you. It is known as 


The Water of Life, 


and is adapted to curing, more especially, all 
forms of Stomach, Liver. Kidney, and Bladder 
troubles. By injecting this water it will heal all 
sorts of inflammations of theinternal organs, such 
cases as Piles, Typhoid and other fevers Bowel 
diseases, Uterins and other forms of Female 
Complaints. It isa Bloog Purifier, and is an ex- 
cellent remedy for Catarrh and Lung and Throat 
inflammations. It will heal the nerves, restoring 
lost vigor of mind and body, creating a goo 
appetite and producing sound sleep. It acts 
steadily upon the urine, cleansing the blood by 
means of the kidneys, and acts mildly upon the 
bowels, thereby producing bodily habits which 
are so essential to good health. is 


Water of Life 


is sold absolutely pure, as it is pumped from 
the spring, without the addition of any_drug 
whatever. Itis Nature's Remedy, pure and sim- 
ple, and nota manufactured article. The: uccess 
it has achieved has come mostly from its friends 
who hav been cured by using it. end for a 
pamphlet free, containing photo-engraved let- 
ters and recommendations from those who have 
naed it, giving a forty-page history and all par- 
ticulars about this remarkable water, to 


J. R. PERRY, Manager, 
34 Sonth Main Street, Wilkest arre, Pa, 


6m12 


Sf ews of the (Deck. 


A ogowD of Christian roughs mobbed a 
Hebrew _colonv in Greenpoint, N. Y. 
When Mrs, Scheng appeared at the door 
with a baby in her arms and pleaded with 
them they stoned her, A young man was 
shot in the leg, and police reserves were 
necessary to disperse the mob. 


Tax managers of the Missionary Society 
of the Methodist Episcopal church hav pe- 
titioned Congress to repeal the Geary 
Chinese exclusion law. They call atten- 
tion to the danger hanging over the 125 
Methodist missionaries in China, and the 
Society’s property there, valued at $400, - 
000,000. ` 


Evropean residents of China telegraph 
that the Chinese government refuses to 
make reparation for the murder of Wick- 
holm and Johannsen, Swedish mission- 
aries, three weeks ago. They request the 
European powers to compel the Chinese 
government to punish the authorities of 
she section in which the murders took 
place, 


Urvevay’s section in Agricultural Hall 
at the World’s Fair was opened a few days 
ago. Chancellor Muldoon, acting for 
Archbishop. Feehan, accompanied by the 
Rev. Father Barry, emerged from the 
private office in the pavilion attired in the 
robes of church. Taking up a position 
near the center of the display, Father Mul- 
doon explained to the visitors that he was 
about to follow the custom of the Catholic 
country of Uruguay by blessing the ex- 
hibit. He proceeded through the aisles in 
the pavilion sprinkling each exhibit with 
holy water. 


On St. Anne’s dav the shrine of the sa- 
cred relic of St. Anne in the French- 
Canadian church of Ste Jean Baptiste in 
East Seventy-sixth street, New York city, 
was crowded. Every day at all times of 
the year there is an average of three hun- 
dred visitors to this shrine and those of 
St. Anthony of Padua and St. Philomena, 
both of which are permanently erected 
within the church and its crypt. Yester- 
day the sacred edifice was unusually 
crowded with believers in the miraculous 
power of St. Anne. Masses were being 
said all day, and offerings were,heaped be- 
fore tbe shrine. Father Tetreau, the pas- 
tor, estimated that upward of three thou- 
sand worsh’pers passed the portals during 
the day. The relic, which consists of 
two portions of the wrist bone of the de- 
parted saint, is placed in the new shrine 
made expressly for it in Holland, from 
which country it has only recently been 
received. 


Ar Canton, Minn., excitement over the 
Catholic church ‘‘window miracle,” or 
‘t miracle window,” has been growing at 
a rapid rate during the past ten days, and 
hundreds of infirm people are again going 
there with the hope of being cured of 
their ailments by prayer under the ‘‘ mira- 
cle window.” This too in spite of the fact 
that the yeal window was removed in the 
winter. A common pine board was nailed 
where the ‘‘miracle window” had been 
over the church door, but three or four 
daysago five prominent citizens made affi- 
davit that the image of Mary and the 
Christ-child could be seen as plainly on 
the pine board as in the original window. 
They- also’ made solemn oath that the 
image was plainly visible over the church 
altar, and thet they could at all times 
when in the church easily feel its pres- 
ence. This settled the case with the cred- 
ulous, and they again began fl cking to 
the village. Since July 1, 1892, thirty 
thousand diseased persons hav visited the 
miraculous window, at great expense, in 
order to be cured, and Father Jones has 
taken in $15,000. 


Governor Lrweuiine of Kansas has, it 
is charged, supplanted Republicans and. 
Democrats in the militia with Popul:sts, 
that he may hav force ready when the 
time comes for armed rebellion against 
capitalism. Anti-Populists say: ‘‘The 
past actions of the governor show it to be 
his intention to remove every officer who 
is a Democrat or a Republican. Where 
companies hav a preponderance of mem- 
bers of these parties, they are being dis- 
banded and other companies are being or- 
ganized in their places. The next election 
will be so managed -that none but Popu- 
lists will reach office. Long before that 
time the militia will be fully reorganized 
and prepared to enforce the commands of 
officials wbo hav shown in the past that 
they are unscrupulous and ready to shed 
blood to accomplish their purposes. When 
the legislature assembles it will be to meet 
in a building under military rule, and only 
such persons will be admitted as may bear 
the credentials issued by Governor Lewel- 
ling. That body will be organized with 
every corridor of the state house well 
guarded.” Populists brand some of these 
allegations as falsehoods, hut admit that 
they ure desperately bound to obtain re- 
dress against railroads and other unjust 
capitalistic bodies. 
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THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN A 


Darwin and After Darvin. Old “Testament Stories 


An Exposition of the Darwinian Theory. 


PR me o o e - Comically Illustrated. 


FAMIN AND A FEAST—AN OLD QUESTION ANSWERED. 


the Darwinism of Darwin, and intended to be of 
service to the general reader rather than to pro- 
fessed naturalists. ; 
? Mr: Romanes 5 Well kton as one of the most 
interesting of English writers upon evolution, 
besides ranking with Professor Huxley in scien- I T W IL L 
tific knowledge and ability. And this is a part of 
his conclusion regarding the great subject of 
Design, to which the church so often refers: 
“Thus whether we look to the facts of adapta- 
tion or to those of beauty, everywhere through- 
out organic nature we meet with abundan 
evidence of natural causation, while nowhere do M AK, E M 0 U 
we meet with any independent evidence of 
supernatural design. . - Adaptation and 
beauty are alike receiving their explanation at 
the hands of a purely mechanical philosophy. . . 
All nature has thus been nid hare before the 
view of the present generation in a manner an 
to an extent that has never before been possible; LA UG. H * 
ge which has taken 
rection of natural- 
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RELIGION A CURSE, 
RELIGION A DISEASE, 
RELIGION A LIE. 


By Samuel P. Putnam. 


Dedicatea to the Amertcan Congress, of 1892, which sor the sake of Religion, Stabbed Liberty 
to the Heart. Ñ 


A work burning with indignation inspired by the Congressional act closing the World’s Fair 
on Sunday—an act which prastically united the government and the Christian church. 


To which is added Mr. Pntnam’s address delivered before the Colnmbian 
Exposition Committee of the Honse of Representatives against Sunday closing. 


Also the following Essays and Poems by Mr. Putnaw, which have neyer before been put in 
book form: Orthodoxy; Freethought; Man, Not God (written for a Paine anniversary); The Statue 
of Liberty and Thomas Paine; a poem written for tbe opening exercises of the Silverton, Ore., Free- 
thought Hall; Death and Life; The Golden Age; Shut the Door (a poem on the closing of the 
Centennial Exposition in Philadelphia, in 1876). : a 

The main essay in this work is one of the strongest arraignments ever made of the religion 
which cramps and fetters the minds of the people of this country. It should be distributed widely. 
It has been commended in the highest terms as it appeared in Taz TRUTH SEEKER and we hope every 
reader will buy a copy to lend his neighbor and arouse thought. . 


Price 2% cents; Five oopies for $1. 
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DESIGN ARGUMENT FALLACIES, 


A Refutation of the Argument That Nature Exhibits 
Marks of Having Been Designed by 
an Intelligent Being. 


SYNOPSIS: 


{. The Design Argument Vitiates Itself By Necessitating an Infinite Series of Designers. 
Ii. If There Were a Designer He Could Not Be Beneficent. 
III. If There Were One He Could Not Be Wise, for 
His Processes Are E regiously Slow, 
They Are Egregionsly Wasteful, 
They Often Serve No Use, , 
_ They Have Produced Faulty Mechanisms. ; 
IY. What Is Called Design Is Only Subserviency; and the Watch Argument Js INegitimate. 
V. What Actually Did Cause So-Called Design. 
VI. Astronomy and Design. 
VII. The Argument of a First Cause. 


Embracing a Succinct Exposition of Evolution and a Sketch of Astronomy. 


BY THE EDITOR OF THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


WPORALRALIYOe™® 


Price 15 cents. Address THE TRUTHS EEKER COMPANY, 28 Lafayette Place, N. Y. 


Remsbure’s Book on Lincoln Now Ready. 


ABRAHAM 
LINCOLN: 


WAS HE A CHRISTIAN? 


By John E. Bemsburg. 


One of the most noted controversies of the century has been waged over the question of 
Abraham Lincoln’s religious belief. Soon after the remains of America’s most illustrious son were 
laid to rest at Springfield, one of his biographers, Dr. HcHand, put forward the claim that he was a 
Christian, The claim was promptly denied by the dead statesman’s friends, but only to be renewed 
again, and again denied. And thus for a quarter of a century the question of Lincoln’s belief has 
been tossed like a battledore from side to side. É : 

For fifteen years Mr. Remshurg has been collecting material for his work. He presents an 
array of testimony that is irresistible and overwhelming, and which must put this question at rest 
forever. In addition to the testimony of twenty witnesses who claim that L.ncoln was a Christian, 
and which is reviewed and refuted, he adduces the testimony of more than a hundred witnesses in 
proof of the claim that Lincoln waa not a Christian. These witnesses include his wife and other 
relatives; his three law partners; his private secretaries; members of his cabinet; his principal 
biographers, and scores of his most intimate frienas. 


NOTED WITNESSES. 


Hon, W. H. Herndon, Col, Ward H. Lamon, Hon. John T. Stuart, Col. James H. Matheny, Col 
John G. Nicolay, Judge David Davis, Co! Jesse W. Fell, Hon. Leonard Swett, Dr. William Jayne, 
Judge Stephen T. Logan, Joshua F. Speed, Hon. Jesse K. Dubois, Hon. Joseph Gillespie, Dr. C. H. 
Ray, Col. F. 8. Rutherford, Judge Robert Leachman, Col. R. G_ Ingersoll, Leonard W, Volk, Joseph 
Jefferson, Hon. #. B. “ashburne, Hon. E. Haines, Hon. James Tuttle, Hon. M. B. Field, Hon. 
Geo. w. Julian, Hon. John B. Alley, Hon. Hugh McCulloch, Gen. M. M.. Trumbull, Rev. David 
Swing. Rey. Robert Collyer, Judge Jesse W. Weik, Hon. J. P. Usher, Hon. Geo. S. Boutwell, Hon. 
Wm. D Kelley, Salmon P. Chase, Wm. H. Seward, Hon. John Covode, Hon. A.J. Grover, Hon. W. H. 
T. Wakefield, Gen. D W. Wilder, Judge Aaron Goodrich, Judge James M. Nelson, Rev. Edward 
Eggleston, Rev. John W. Chadwick, Donn Piatt, H. K. Magie, Dennis F. Hanks, Mrs. Sarah Lincoln, 

rs. Mary Lincoln. : 
„The foregoing and sixty other reputable witnesses testify that the greatest man born on. this 
continent was a Freethinker. 
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F 7 : Being the story of his religious life and ment: 
—With Musio Written to All the Songs.—' | Journeyings. ‘Written in his happiest m a 
anes E rilliant way, and is the bestof ali his splendid 
CoMPED BY L. K. WASHBURN. works. ‘Price, 25 cents. Address 
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PEN PICTURES OF THE WORLD'S FAIR 


By SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 


A Full Description of the Fair, Invaluable as a Guide-Book and still more Inval; 
uable to those who cannot attend. It tells WHAT TO SEE and WHERE TO SEE IT; 
gives rates of admission to the various attractions of the Fair and cost of living in 
Chicago, with other useful information to the visitor. 

t is, besides being a complete Guide-Book, the best description of the Fair yet 
given—poetic, beautiful, accurate. It describes the inauguration ceremonies, gives 
the director-general’s address, the efforts to close the Fair Sundays and the triumph 
of the Sunday-openers; describes the various buildings and what they contain, and is, 
all in all, the very best picture of the Fair that can be painted with a pen. 


ILLUSTRATED. 


A MAP OF JACKSON PARK, enabling the visitor to make his way around, 
and the stay-at-home to see where he went. 


A BIRD’S-EYE VIEW OF THE FAIR, enabling one to comprehend ata 
glance the magnitude of the Exposition, the greatest ever known to the»: esent time. 


PICTURES OF ALL THE PRINCIPAL BUILDINGS: 


Woman’s Building. Art Palace. Fisheries Building. 
Administration Building. Manufactures and Liberal Agricultural Building. 
Electrical Building. Arts Building. i Transportation Building. 
Machinery Hall. Mines and Mining Building. Horticultural Building. 


Forestry Building. 


A visitor to the Fair says of this book—reading it in Tum Trura Seexer—that 
it is charming and to one who has seen the Fair vastly entertaining. 


Single copy, 25 cents. Five copies for $1. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


EVERY Woman Ought to Read it. Every LIBERAL Woman 
and Man Will Want It. 


WOMAN, CHURCH, AND STATE. 


By Matilda Joslyn Gage. 


work. It is THE book to show how . 


This is Mrs. Sages latest and crownin J 
eeps her in an inferior position. A 


the church has enslaved woman and kept and 
glance at its contents will show this: 


The first chapter—the Matriarchate—shows that under the old civilizations woman had great 
freedom, but that the tendency of Christianity from the first was to restrict her liberty. In this 
chapter Mra. Gage claims that to the Matriarchate—or Mother-rule—the world is indebted for its 
first conception of inherent rights. , _ ; é 
Chapter II deals with the theological dogmas of original sin aud celibacy. Woman, by the 
church, was not regarded as a human being; marriage was looked upon as vile; wives were sold 
as slaves; women driven to suicide; the influence of the church was unfavorable to virtue. The 
celibacy of the clergy produced degrading sensuality, and woman was the victim of these brutes. 

Chapter II is on The Canon Law, showing how tha church controled woman by making the 
legitimacy of marriage depend upon its own control of the ceremony. Ancient civilization gave 
place to Christian barbarism, the clergy became a distinct body—at once a “holy” and an unholy 
caste. Learning was prohibited to women, husbands prohibited from leaving them more than one- 
third of their property; daughters couid be disinherited, sons could not. The Reformation effected 
no change. A $ ‘ : 

Chapter IV—Marquette—is on Feudalism and its degradation of women, the rights of “lords 
spiritual,” the immorality of the heads of the church, baptism of nude women in the early Christian 
church. _It also deals with some of the later-day abuses of females, like our Northwestern pineries, 
the English debaucheries, governmental crime-makers, etc. _ 2 5 

Chapter V—Witchcraft. In the days of this phase of religious insanity Mrs. Gage shows how the 
possession of even a little learning was sufficient cause to suspect a woman of witchcraft, that to keep 
a pet was dangerous, so rabid were the clergy not to suffer ù» witch t> liv. This persecution for 
witchcraft was a continuance of thé church’s policy for obtaining un versal dominion over mankind. 
Women physicians of the Middle -Ages were persecuted, and the “ Pilgrim Fathers ” continued it in 
America. The first synod convened in America was to try a woman for heresy, and others were 
stripped and whipped for not agreeing with the clergy. | . 

The chapter on * Wives” shows how the disrnption of the Roman empire was unfavorable to the 
personal and proprietary rights of woman—ttat the sale of daughters was practiced in England 
seven hundred years after it was Christianized—that the practice of buying wives was regulated by 
law—that women were not permitted to read the Bible—that they were not admitted as witnesses— 
that civil mariage 38 opposed by the church. . ae 

In Caapter is shown how polygamy was sustained by the Christian church, that the first 
synod of the Keformation convened to sanction this institution, that Luther and the other “ prin- 
cipal reformers ” favored it, as well as the American Board of Foreign Missions. The Mormon the- 
ocracy is shown to be similar to that of other Christian sects.. | , i 

In the last three chapters Mrs. Gage treats of the opposition of the church to the amelioration 
of woman’s sufferings as interference with her‘‘curse,’ of woman’s degradation by the church to 
labors unfit for slaves, of woman’s " inferiority,” as taught by the church to-day, and of how little 
value Christianity has been and is to civilization. 


The work is a burning protest against the tremendous wrong done woman by 
the church, which controled the state. Itis also extremely valuable as history. No 
woman, it seems to us, can read it and remain a supporter of the religious institution 
which has crushed her individuality, her mentality, and degraded her person. To the. 
woman’s cause it opens an Age of Reason. It ought to be widely read for the good it 
will do. 


In cloth, $2; in half-leather binding, $3. 


THE RESURRECTION OF JESUS. 


AN AGNOSTIC’S VIEW. ; 


Conrents: The Christian Dogma of Salvation; The Christian’s Belief; Why Was 
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the Re:urretion a Secret Affair? The Age of a Story Does Not Prove Its Truth; 


Pilate’s Attempt to Save the Life of Jesus; Christ Before Herod; A New Indictment 


Against Jesus; Were the Guards Hired by the Priests? Pilate’s Motive for Secreting 


the Bod; Matthew’s Account of the Resurrection; Why the Angel Sat on the Stone; 


Mary’s Visit; Angels; Renan’s Theory; The Disciples Were Deceived; The Identifica- 


tion: The Ascension; Why Did Jesus Disappear? Other Strange Phenomena; The 


Chief Prie-ts Did Not Believe in Resurrection; What Became of the Roman Guards? 


The Origin of the Story; St. Paul’s Account; St, Paul’s Conversion; A Modern 


Example; The Roman Governors and the Resurrection Story; The Testimony of 


Contemporaneous Writers; Miracle-Workers; Is the Resurrection Well Attested? 


- Inspiration; Conclusion. 


Price, cloth, 75 cents; paper, 40 cents. t 
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serted their innocence with their dying breath. 
He also says that in 1650 “a poor wretch—Mary 
Oliver—probably weary of her life from the general 
reputation of being a witch, after long examina- 
tion, was brought to a confession of her guilt; but 
I do not find that she was executed.” In 1656 
Mrs. Ann Hibbins, of Boston, was hanged for 
witchcraft. Hutchinson, who wrote a hundred 
years after the event, and evidently had no other 
foundation for his opinion than vague conjectural 
tradition,. givs the following explanation of the 
proceedings against her: “Losses, in the latter 
part of her husband’s life, had reduced his estate, 
and increased the natural crabbedness of his wife’s 
temper, which made her turbulent and quarrel- 
some, and brought her under church censures, and 
at length rendered her so odious to her neighbors. 
as to cause some of them to accuse her of witch- 
craft.” Later historians, however, are disinclined 
to believe that this woman was condemned solely 
because of a crabbed temper. Upham in his “ His- 
tory of Salem Witchcraft” says: “The fact. is, 
that the tongue of slander was let loose upon her, 
and the calumnies circulated by reckless gossip 
became so magnified and exaggerated, and assumed 
such proportions as enabled her vilifiers to bring 
her under the censure of the church; and that em- 
boldened them to cry out against her as a witch. 

But that alone, without some pretense or 
show of evidence, could not hav brought the gen- 
eral court . . . to condemn to death a person 
of such a high social position.” Traces of this evi- 
dence appear to exist in a letter from a neighbor 
that has been preserved, which runs: “One of your 
magistrate’s wives, as I remember, was hanged for 
a witch only for having more wit than her neigh- 
bors; . . . she having unhappily guessed that 
two of her persecutors, whom she saw talking in 
the street, were talking of her, which proving true 
cost her her life.” Nothing was more natural than 
for her to suppose, knowing these neighbors, wit- 
nessing their manner, considering their activ co- 
operation in getting up the excitement against her, 
which was then the all-engrossing topic, that they 
were talking about her. But, in the blind infatua- 
tion of the time, it was considered proof positiv of 
her being possessed, by the aid of the devil, of su- 
pernatural insight. Joshua Scottow, a person of 
high respectability, who dared to testify in her be- 
half, met the fate common to those who in any way 
favored such suspects. He was compelled to write 
a humble apology to the court, to disavow all 
friendly interest in Mrs. Hibbins, and to pray 
“that the sword of justice may be drawn forth 
against all wickedness.” He wrote: “Iam cor- 
dially sorry that any thing from me, either by word 
or writing, should giv offense to the honored Court, 
my dear brethren in the church, or any others.” 
Hutchinson mentions a case of witchcraft in Hart- 
ford in 1662, where some women were accused, and, 
after being proceeded against until they were con- 
founded and bewildered, one of them made the 
most preposterous of confessions, which ought to 
hav satisfied everyone that her reason was over- 
thrown. Three of these women were condemned, 
and one, certainly—probably all—executed. In 
1669, he says, Susanna Martin, of Salisbury, was 
bound over to the court on the same charge, “but 
escaped at that time.” Another case is mentioned 
by him as having occurred, in 1671, at Groton, in 
which the party confessed and thereby escaped ex- 
ecution. There were several other cases, about 
this time and place, in which persons were severely 
handled in consequence of being reputed witches. 
In 1659 John Godfrey, of Salem, was bound in one 
hundred pounds to appear in court and answer a 


charge of witchcraft; but the records of the events 
succeeding hav fallen into oblivion. Goody Burt 
and Margaret Gifford we likewise find arraigned, 
without our having knowledge of the sequels. In 
1673 Eunice Cole, of Hampton, was jailed on suc- 
picion, and finally indicted by the grand jury for 
the Massachusetts jurisdiction for “familiarity with 
the Devil.” The Courts of Assistants found that 
there was “just ground of vehement suspicion of 
her having had familiarity with the Devil,” and or- 
dered her “to depart from and abide out of this 
jurisdiction.” Ata county court at Salem, Nov. 24, 
1674, a case was dealt with of which the record 
runs: ` 

‘‘Ohristopher Browne having reported that he had 
been treating or discoursing with one whom he appre- 
hended to be the Devil, which came like a gentleman, 
è the court, giving him good counsel and caution, 
for the present dismiss him.” 

In 1679, at Newbury, a case occurred which will 
be best presented by giving a copy of the judicial 
finding : 
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‘Upon the kadia the complaint brought to this 
Court against Caleb Powell for suspicion of working by 
the Devil to the molesting of the family of William Morse 
of Newbury, though this court cannot find any evident 
ground of proceeding further against the said Caleb 
Powell, yet we determin that he hath given such ground 
of suspicion of so dealing that we cannot so acquit him, 
but that he justly deserves to bear his own share of the 
costs of the prosecution of the complaint,” 


The wife of this William Morse, old and a grand- 
mother, was next suspected. She was tried and 
convicted. The governor on the 27th of May, in 
the First Church of Boston,. pronounced on her 
sentence of death. The evidence against her had 
been frivolous in the last degree. She was re- 
prieved from date to date by the governor, all the 
while enduring the sufferings of a jail of that 
period. Her husband, in her name, presented a 
touching petition “to the honored Governor, 
Deputy-governor, Magistrates, and Deputies now 
assembled in Court, May the 18th, 1681,” that her 
case might be concluded, one way or another. 
After referring to her condemnation, and to her 
attestation of innocence, she says, “By the mercy 
of God, and the goodness of the honored Governor, 
Iam reprieved.” She begs the Court to “harken 
to her cry, a poor prisoner.” She places herself 
at the foot of the tribunal of the General Court, and 
pleads: “I now stand humbly praying your justice 
in hearing my case, and to determin therein as the 
Lord shall direct. Ido not understand law, nor 
do I know how to lay my case before you as I 
ought; for want of which I humbly beg of your 
honors that my request may not be rejected.” But 
she was kept in prison a long time, and released at 
length only to go home and drag out an embittered 
life with the sentence of death still unrepealed and 
hanging over her. In 1688 an Irish woman of the 
name of Glover was executed in Boston for witch- 
craft. From the accounts that hav reached us, she 
appears to hav been crazy. 

Besides the cases that we hav related, there were, 
we well enough know, many more, the particulars 
of which hav not been transmitted to this age. 
«They were,” remarks Upham, “not looked upon 
as sufficiently extraordinary to be transferred, from 
the oblivion sweeping like a perpetual deluge over 
the vast multitude of human experiences, to the 
ark of history, which rescues only a select few.” 

We hav reserved to the last the most striking of 
the class of occurrences that we are relating. 
This is the witchcraft panic of the village of Salem, 
Mass., in 1692. This village, besides being aroused 
by the previous cases in its limits, hereinbefore - 
noted, had become wrought up to the highest pitch 
of excitement by the reports of the progress of 


SPECIAL NOTICE.—We shall be obliged to our 
readers if they will send us the name and address of 
any Freethinker who is not a regular subscriber. 


Witcheraft in America. 

It is not generally known that the belief in the 
existence of witchcraft once prevailed in this new 
land of ours, and led to the execution of innocent 
persons, as activly and as shamefully as in the Old 
World. That it did, however, is the melancholy 
fact. 

During the first two centuries of white inhabit- 
ancy of America, the witchcraft superstition was 
held in undoubting belief throughout the colonies. 
And persons suspected of being witches were fre- 
quently tried and executed. William Penn presided, 
in his judicial character, at the trial Of two Swedish 
women for witcheraft ; the grand jury, acting under 
instructions from him, having found bills against 
them. They Were saved, not in consequence of any 
particular reluctance to proceed against them 
arising out of the nature of the alleged crime, but 
only from some technical defect in the indictment. 
Winthrop in his “ Journal” givs an account of the 
execution for witchcraft of Margaret Jones, of 
Charlestown, Mass., who had been tried and con- 
demned by the Court of Assistants, She treated 
her accusers with indignant resentment. “Her 
behavior at her trial,” says Winthrop, “was very 
intemperate, lying notoriously, and railing upon 
the jury and witnesses, etc.” Through the whole 
train of witchcraft cases, we commonly find the 
victimes’ assertions of innocence and reproaches of 
their destroyers set down as diabolical hypocrisy 
and malice. The pious annalist Johnson thus re- 
lates other cases in his ‘ Wonder-Working Provi- 
dence :” “More than one or two in Springfield, in 
. 1645, were suspected of witchcraft; much diligence 

. was used, both for the finding them and for the 
Lord’s assisting against their witchery; yet hav 
they, as is supposed, bewitched nota few persons, 
among whom are two of the reverend elder’s chil- 
dren.” The Massachusetts colonial records of 
1651 bear accounts of the condemnation to death 

of Mary Parsons, who was believed to be a witch 
and to hav murdered her child. The same records 
of 1652 register the fact of Hugh Parsons, husband 
of Mary, having been tried as a witch, and found 
guilty, and finally retried by another court which 
decided that “he was not legally guilty of witch- 
craft, and so not to die by law.” The early histo- 
. rian Hutchinson says that a woman at Dorchester, 
and another at Cambridge, were executed, not far 
from this time, for witchcraft; and that they as- 
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the satanic war in neighboring vicinities. The 
details of the cases in Newburg and Charleston 
were dressed up by Cotton Mather and other clergy- 
men in the strongest colors that credulous super- 
stition and the peculiar views of that age on demon- 
ology could invent. They were almost universally 
received as proof that Satan had commenced an 
onslaught, such as had never before been known, 
upon the world and the church. They were 
looked upon as fearful demonstrations of diabolical 
power, and preludes to the coming of Satan, with 
all his infernal confederates, to overwhelm the 
land. The imaginations of all were excited, and 
their apprehensions morbidly stimulated. The 
very air was filled with rumors, fancies, and fears. 
The ministers sounded the alarm from their pulpits, 
and called upon the magistrates to make sharp the 
sword of justice; which demand the latter faith. 
fully obeyed. The ensuing events we will set forth 
in another number. i 
Let it suffice the reader for the present to reflect, 
upon the hideous occurrences already related, that 
they were the legitimate and unavoidable outcome 
of the teaching of the clerical class, which earns its 
living wholly by professions of the existence of 
hordes of evil spirits against which this class de- 
fends us. That these occurrences are the fruits of 
belief in the scriptures, which plainly teach the 
existence of such agents of Satan and command 
their execution. That while the clergy and the 
scriptures are maintained in reverence precisely 
the same errors and outrages must be repeated at 
any time when occasion has produced an unusual 
strengthening of religious fervor and neglect of 
science. And, finally, that so far astray as we of 
this age see the Bible has led former generations 
in the field of witchcraft, just so far astray will the 
people of coming ages see it is now leading us of 
this generation in other fields, such as morals, 
social relations, government, and indeed all in 
which that compilation of error and wrong feeling 
_is suffered to touch our lives. 


As the Priest Grows Weaker, Man Grows 
Better. 


The clergy continually inform us that the world is 
declining in religious fervor. This decline, they 
tell us, is certain to draw on all manner of evil, so 
we must check it at once. Instead of taking the 
word of the clergy that it will draw on evil, it is 
better to look about and see for ourselvs whether 
it will or not. We cannot take the clergy’s word 
for it. They are an interested party. They make 
their living by the said religious fervor. Then if 
we find that the religious decline is drawing on 
us not evil but good we shall want not to check but 
to promote it. 

Every glance about us assures us that the world 
is growing better. Every investigation fills us with 
cheerfulness and hope. 

Pepys’s Diary is a book that is being read with 
renewed curiosity. Pepys was an observing, chatty 
old gentleman who lived in England under the 
reign of Charles II. He records that Charles keeps 
aseraglio and introduces his concubines to his 
wife. The queen cannot go into her own dressing- 
room for fear of finding him with one of the concu- 
bines there. The language and demeanor of the 
ladies of the seraglio are such as might be expected 
from one of the humblest members of their own 
profession. The duke of York, afterward (a8 
James IJ.) the great champion of “ true religion,” 
also keeps his mistresses, though not on the same 
scale as his brother. His grace the archbishop of 
Canterbury, Sheldon, the great persecutor of Non- 
conformists, if the positiv statement of Pepys’s 
cousin Roger may be believed, keeps a “ wench,” and 
is “ as very a wencher as can be;” and Pepys himself 
is witness that the same prelate was amused with a 
burlesque imitation of a Presbyterian service and 
sermon “shown him as a rarity.” Everybody, 
from the king downward, gets drunk; and Prince 
Rupert, when something is said about drunkenness 
in the navy, answers that if you are to exclude the 
drunkards, you would hav no officers at all. 

Manners are on about a par with morals. The 
queen tells people that they lie, and the earl of 


Buckingham strikes the earl of Rochester and pulls 
off his periwig at a conference between the lords 
and commons. Dueling is common. Traitors are 
dragged through the streets on their way to be 
hanged, drawn, and quartered; fine gentlemen go 
to enjoy the sport and see the heads stuck upon 
poles. Cock-fighting and brutal prize-fighting of 
course are in vogue, though, on the subject of 
prize-fighting, society at the present day can hardly 
throw stones at the Restoration. The Spanish and 
French embassadors having quarreled about pre- 
cedence, the government leaves them and their 
trains to decide the question by an appeal to 
arms, which they do with not a little bloodshed. If 
two guilds or trades quarrel, they fight it out in the 
streets, the police not interfering. 

Great deference is paid to rank. When persons 
of quality are present at church, a clergyman com- 
mences with “Right worshipful and dearly beloved 
brethren.” Two noblemen amuse themselvs by 
running about the streets naked, and the constable 
who takes them up is committed by the lord chief 
justice. A knight, one of the king’s physicians, 
having been arrested for a fuel bill of £30, the 
bailiffs are severely whipped and the magistrate has 
a narrow escape. Meantime, Pepys sees with a 
half-pitying eye people led away to prison for wor- 
shiping in conventicles. He sees with stronger 
emotion (for he has a good:heart) poor laborers 
and housekeepers carried off by the press-gangs to 
serve on board the fleet and their wives weeping 
for their loss. 

“ To the Tower several times, about the business of the 
pressed men, and late at it till twelve at night, shipping 
of them. But, Lord! how some poor women did cry; 
and in my life I never did see such natural expression of 
passion as I did here in some women’s bewailing them- 
selvs, and running to every parcel of men that were 
brought, one after another, to look for their husbands, and 
wept over every vessel that went off, thinking they might 
be there, and looking after the ship as far as ever they 
conld by moonlight, that it grieved me to the heart to 
hear them. Besides, to see poor patient laboring men 
and housekeepers, leaving poor wives and families, taken 
up on a sudden by strangers, was very hard, and that 
without press money, but forced against all law to be 
gone. It isa great tyranny.” 

When religious fervor was great, the conduct 
of society was such as this. Now while that 
fervor is decreasing, manners and morals, though 
not perfect, are ten times better. So let us hav 
no religion at all, and see if that won’t help us 
to get things somewhere near perfect. 


Few Things in Many Words. 


The pope is. preparing an encyclical on labor. 
Copies will be sent to each of the rulers in Christen- 
dom in his own language, instead of in the original 
Latin. It is as empty as its preceding effusions in 
the same line. Not a single sentence of it is really 
in point, or throws any light on the problem. It 
is a collection of vague phrases that sound pleas- 
antly and mean nothing in particular, except that 
irreligion is the source of all ill and religion of all 
good. Leo says that Socialism has become a power 
which it is necessary to take into account. This 
explains the attention he is turning toward it. He 
thinks that it, or at least some labor cause, will be- 
come extensiv and powerful, so he consults his in- 
terest by putting on an appearance of favor for the 
laborer’s cause now. He aims, too, to divert the 
masses from the Socialism that is associated with 
Freethought to Christian Socialism, and in this 
communication he solicits them accordingly. 
Some of his utterances are: 

** Constitutions and laws are the work of God through 
the centuries, as the history of every country shows. 
But no law which wanders from religion or tends to sub- 
vert it can be otherwise than defectiv and in time must 
come to naught.” 

**Society is not a human invention, but a divine in- 
spiration, for the real social contract is not merely a 
right between man and man, but between man and God. 
Where the individual fulfills his duty to God, he cannot 
fail in performing his duty to society.” 

‘‘ The divine law has declared property sacred and in- 
violable—‘ cursed be he who removeth his neighbor’s 
landmark.” 

“No so-called right has any sanction if not sanctioned 
by God.” 

+‘ Men talk of reason as their guide. But the theory of 
the sovereignty of reason is the source of all injustice, 


for each pretends to hav reason for himself, and each ar- 
rogates to himself the right of making his own ideas tri- 
umphant as the most useful to his country. Each has his 
plan of action or of reform.” 

“Rulers stand toward their people as magistrates of 
heaven.” 

** Atheism and a departure from the Christian faith are 
the great aids avd stimulants of Anarchy and Socialism. 
The Christian faith alone is the bulwark of social order. 
Where Christian institutions and customs are not main- 
tained in a state there must be disorder, bewilderment, 
and decay.” 

“Nor can anyone fail to recognize what grave errors 
hav been committed by those governments which are 
hostil to the church and which would deprive her of her 
powerful prestize—the great buckler and shield of ruler 
and people. The potency of religion and charity op- 
poses an insurmountable obstacle to the dangerous 
movement which human repression can only make more 
grave.” 


The above expressions, to be sure, are not vague. 
They speak clearly enough against reason, self- 
government, banishment of religion, and everything 
that is necessary to the solution of the labor or any 
other question. The parts where the pontiff him- 
self pretends to solve actual labor problems are as 
vague as cloud and as idealess as infancy’s babble. 
Yet millions will listen to or read the production 
with reverence profound, feel that they hav re- 
ceived, they know not just what, but something of 
precious value, and render up therefor their hard- 
earned coin, while of the true modes of investiga- 
tion they go utterly oblivious. 


Our New Member of the United States. 


A communication from Canada. says that the. 
Catholic priests, who were formerly opposed to an- 
nexation, are discarding their misconceptions of the 
effect of entering the Union. They are becoming 
familiar with the fact that, under our federal Con- 
stitution, Quebec, transformed from a Canadian 
province into an American state, would hav full 
power to uphold the Catholic religion and its other 
local institutions. The account adds that the rea- 
son of this new advocacy on the part of the priests 
is that “they, like their parishioners, are suffering 
from the impoverishment of the province and from 
the increasing exodus of French-Canadians to the 
United States.” In other words, having eaten up 
clean everything about the houses and gardens of 
their victims, these priestly rats desire a flow of 
good things from a new source to be turned on. 

_ As to the fact that Quebec when made one of our 
United States could continue under an established 
religion, that is perfectly true. It seems to be the 
yague belief of many that there is about the United 
States something antagonistic to religious despot- 
ism—that that form of tyranny cannot be practiced 
within the jurisdiction of our national government. 
But this is not the case. The Constitution declares 
that Congress shall not establish any religion, but 
the states are left at perfect freedom, except where 
prevented by their own constitutions, to establish 
as many religions as they wish, and persecute other 
faiths as severely as devout heart shali crave. Even 
in those states whose constitutions forbid the estab- 
lishment of a religion, any church becoming power- 
ful enough could r:verse that provision and set 
itself up in legal domination. l 

Of course, in a certain sense church establish- 
ment, or any connection of church and state, is un- 
American, and repugnant to our political spirit and 
traditions. This government was founded. by Free- 
thinkers, and their intention was that it should 
keep church and state separate. And one of the 
factors of its success over the old nations has been 
its abstinence from the sectarian coercion common 
in them. To be sure, the separation of church and 
state here is not complete yet. 

Thus, no national law is against state religious 
establishment, but an unwritten sentiment, a pub- 
lic spirit, is. 

Quebec, however, is not to be expected to heed 
this spirit. When she gets admitted as a state she 
will, it may be supposed, at once set up laws favor- 
ing the Catholic church, and persecuting Protest- 
ants, even beyond her present ones, which she is 
obliged to keep within measure by the Protestant 
British general government over her. 

Interest is naturally turned to the character of 
our new sister. In one account we find .a his- 
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tory of the Quebec peasant. He attended mass 
every Sunday if the church was within reach, wel- 
eomed the Récollets, or poor friars, who tramped 
through the settlements; offered the first salmon 
of the year for sale at the church door for the good 
of the souls in purgatory; prayed at the angelus; 
sought a blessing when he began any serious work, 
such a8 building a barn, and prided himself on his 
loyalty to his king and religion. There were no 
schools outside of Quebec, Montreal, and Three 
Rivers, and no books save the catechism. Every- 
body was superstitious. Fortune-tellers cast his 
horoscope for two sous, a meal, or a bed; feux- 
follets and witches sought to lure him to destruc- 
tion; a loup-garou or werewolf, under the cor- 
poreal form of a beggar, except that it had four 
legs, haunted Kamouraska as late as 1767. Hap- 
pily, the St. Lawrence was consecrated, and these 
satanic agents could not cross it, but fled howling 
into the forest when the frightened habitant 
reached its shores. The peasant’s life was without 
intellectual interest, and intolerably laborious. He 
was hard ground by lord and priest. Besides 
the seigneurial dues and restrictions the habitant 
paid tithes to the clergy. Originally one-thirteenth 
of his cereals, they were reduced to one twenty- 
sixth, the present figure. On a petition from a 
bare majority of the Roman Catholic freeholders in 
a parish, the priest and bishop may proceed with 
the erection of a new church or priest’s dwelling, 
and the cost is levied as a fabrique tax on all the 
freeholders. The fabrique tax and tithes are a first 
charge on the soil. Protestants are exempt. It 
cannot be said, continues this account, that these 
imposts fleece the people; they would probably 
pay as much if the church were supported on the 
voluntary principle. The main grievance which 
they hav against her is that her vast estates, esti- 
mated to be worth $100,000,000, do not pay their 
fair share of municipal taxation, and that there is 
an excessiv number of “religious” both in the 
church itself and in the conventual bodies of men 
and women. Tne official handbook in 1892 shows 
nearly eight thousand. 

Sad is the life of the man who has fallen under 
the unbroken sway of the priest, in Canada and 
everywhere. 


In connection with the Mohammedan propaganda 
begun in this country, the New York Sun very truly 
remarks: “It is true that the Koran in some 
passages seems to justify the enforcement of re- 
ligion by the sword, but as a matter of fact Chris- 
tianity itself has relied in past times on violent 
means for its propagation. When men once believe 
that they hav the only religion that will save souls, 
itis easy for them to excuse persecution as a method 
of overcoming those who refuse to accept it, on the 
theory that the temporal torture of a few will con- 
duce to the eternal good of an untold multitude.” 

—_—<-— 

Concerning Mr. Remsburg’s new book on Lin- 
coln, we hav received the following from one pur- 
chaser: 

‘My Dear Mr. Macponaup: I hav just received 
Remsburg’s ‘Abraham Lincoln: Was He a Christian?’ 
I congratulate you on the honor of being intrusted with 
what will prove an important publication in every 
respect. And a world of thanks are due and will be 
given Mr. John E. Remsburg. This painstaking and 
sincere effort to honorably rescue the immortal memory 
- ¢f one of ‘nature’s noble men’ from the selfish, dubious 
claims of creed, and restore it to the world-wide hu- 
manity of deeds, is a work I truly believe Mr. Remsburg 
will liv to be proudest of. Truth, ’tis the best of us, 
live immortal; ’tis what makes us free. 

t‘ Sincerely, Lovis Levine.” 
(re Oe 

Mr. James B. Alexander, author of “The Dy- 
namic Theory of Life and Mind,” has favored us 
with a paper of exceptional merit—as might be ex- 
pected from so erudite a writer—on “ Dynamicism 
vs. Agnosticism,” which includes a further consider- 
‘ation of the subject treated in the editorial on 
« Materialism vs. Idealism,” in Toe Troura SEEKER 
of July 15th. Mr. Alexander adorns whatever sub- 
ject he touches, and his contributions throw light 
upon abstruse subjects and make them plain. In 
the article which we shall print next week he breaks 
a lance with Professor Huxley, who of recent years 


has leaned toward metaphysics and idealism, and 
because of which leaning many smaller men hav given 
the thinking world much rot and called it scientific 
reasoning. Mr. Alexander's paper is 4 fitting sup- 
plement to Mr. Wettstein’s effort in the present 
issue. 


On the 2d six of the forty-five directors of the 


World’s Fair, and Director-general Davis, were 
fined by Judge Stein for contempt of court in 
passing an order closing the Fair on Sunday, in 
disregard of the injunction granted by Judge Stein, 
which meant that the Fair should be open on Sun- 
days. 
$1,000 each and one $100, while the director-general’s 
fine was $250. Consequently the Fair was open 
last Sunday, and apparently will be each following 
one. 
The opening was but nominal. 
missions numbered only fifteen thousand. The 
grounds were practically deserted. 
exhibits were veiled. Of those requiring paid at- 
tendants, ninety-five per cent were closed. 
Exposition’s sublime work in bettering man’s mind 
and heart—in filling his attention with solicitations 
to useful pursuits which crowd out folly and vice— 
this work was halted that the sacerdotal profession 
might retain its monopoly of one day in seven. 


Five of the six directors arrested were fined 


The attendance last Sunday was very light. 
The paid ad- 


Most of the 


The 


One of the Indian potentates visiting the World’s 


Fair, the maharajah of Kapurthala, says Christianity 
has been a failure in India. 


philosophy of their own far superior to the one you 


«The Hindoos hav a 


send them,” he declares. “If they were savages, 


like the South Africans, you might hope to effect 


some improvement, but as we can place against 


every moral maxim you tell us a much purer one 


drawn from our sacred writings, you can under- 
stand why the religion of the West makes no prog- 
ress in the East. Education is effecting a vast 
change in the people of India. The British govern- 
ment has established schools from which religious 
teaching is entirely excluded. ‘I'he consequence is 
the people hav begun to take advantage of them. 
The railway, the telegraph, and the other scientific 
inventions set their brains in motion. Their 
horizon is enlarged, and they begin to compare, 
weigh, and judge matters with the same standard 
that other nations apply. They find that Hindoo 
philosophy is the source of the Christian system of 
ethics, and as education progresses so will Chris- 
tianity decline.” $ 


Freethought to the Front. 


In spite of the “hard times,” it seems that Free- 
thought is forging ahead. There is a wide interest 
in the coming Congress, and undoubtedly the 
gathering in October will be a great gain. With 
the promis of abundant harvests, it is hoped that 
the present commercial stress will pass away and 
confidence be restored, and all the people be busy 
again, and Freethought enjoy the prosperous days to 
come. Let those who can afford it put their 
shoulder to the wheel. The help of everyone is 
needed, be it great or small. 

Subscriptions are flowing in, and it looks bright 
for “ Four Hundred Years of Freethought.” 

D. W. Smith, of the Oregon State Secular Union, 
writes: 

It will be splendid reading, instructiv and interesting. 
Put us down for a copy, quick! 

Katie Kehm Smith is doing fine work in. Oregon. 
She recently gave before the State Grange at New 
Era an address full of radical ideas, and the ap- 
plause was long and loud. The preachers do not 
hav it all their own way while Freethought is so 
ably represented on the coast. 

E. A. Stevens writes: 

This is a supreme undertaking, and what Freethinker 


could possibly do without a book like this—a graphic re- 
view of Freethought? 


A veteran Freethinker sends the following: l 


Inclosed $5 for ‘‘ Four Hundred Years of Free- 
thought.” Ihav been a Freethinker for sixty years, and 
am with you in thought aud work. 


Mas. Rors Sarre SAUNDERS. 
A. W. Dellquest, secretary of the Young People’s 
Freethought Temperance Society, says: 
I am glad that the cause of Freethought is to be en- 
nobled with such a work. It has my heartiest approval. 
I am sure the following will appeal to all gener- 
ous supporters : 


Dzar Mr. Purnam: I wish to enter my name as sub- 
scriber to your book, ‘‘ Four’ Hundred Years of Free- 


thought.” I wish to d> something to help the cause 
along, and this scheme strikes me as being worthy of the 
support of every Freethinker in the land. It will giv me 
great pleasure fo see my name enrolled as a Freethinker 
in a book that will be read by thousands of people who 
appreciate that name. I shall be proud to place it by 
the side of other works in my scanty library of Free- 
thought literature. . 
Yours very truly, Cumas. A. ECKER. 

Geo. E. Light, president of Ohio Liberal Society» 
writes : 

Put me down for the book at once. 
Cincinnati. 

Another Liberal friend joins : 


Inclosed subscription for your book, and $1 for your 
splendid ‘‘ Pen Pictures of the World’s Fair.” I shall 
be at the October Congress. Mrs. P. Van Horrer. 


Wm. Cook, of Savannah, puts the flag above the 
GrO88 : 
Place my name on the list, I want my name in the 


Lively times in 


great book of the Freethought International Congress 


of America. I expect to be with you in October. 

Capt. J. F. Rhoads and Capt. C. E. Garner, of 
Jacksonville, Fla., are also with us, and Ralph 
Helm, of Syracuse, and Geo. W. Beck, of Baltimore, 
and Will H. Baker, of California. 

Alexander Rogers, of Salt Lake, givs a good 
word : 

Put me down for a copy of your new book. I expect 


to be is Chicago in October, and attend the Liberal 
Congress. 


And L. C. Gilmore, of Oregon, has another : 

Count me as a subscriber for your forthcoming book. 
J like your courage and enthusiasm, and wish you every 
success. 

Such responses from all over the country indi- 
cate that we are on the road to success. The great 
body of Freethinkers realize the need of this under- 
taking, which will be of lasting value. 

The following are the names, with those of last 
week: 


Robert G. Ingersoll. W. B. Clark. 
Dr. E. B. Foote, Sr. John Diamond. 
Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr. H. Merrick. 


John E. Remsburg. 
N. F. Griswold. 
Dr. Rufus K. Noyes. 


Simeon Sharp, two copies. 
R. Butterfield, ‘* ‘ 
Horace D. Everest. 


E. Livezey. W. H. Powner. 
Louis Roser. M. A. Manchester. 
Dr. M. O’B. Ward. D. W. Smith. 

Dell Barker. Geo. E. Light. 
John D. Powers. Geo. W. Beck. 
Capt. R. A. Hardee. Chas. A. Ecker. 

A. Vostroveky. Wm. Cook. 

James Turner. Mrs. P. Van Hoeter. 


Dr. Wm. T. Carter. Capt. J. F. Rhoads. 


L. Magenheimer. Capt. C_E. Garner. 
Bennet Anderson. Ralph Helm. 
James A. Greenhill. A. W. Dellquest. 
A. Van Deusen. E. A. Stevens. 
Henry Bonnell. Mrs. Ruth Smith Saunders. 
Carrie Borden Day. John Boise. 

Judge John H. Liening. L. O. Gilmore. 
Franklin Steiner. Will H. Baker. 

A. J. Allen. Alexander Rogers. 
Cyrille Lacasse. L. G. Reed. 

Wm. Hunt. John A. Calder. 
Louis Levine. Willet Phillips. 

M. Boehmer. Wm. Fisk. 
B. Monroe. Wn. Broadbelt. 
Wm. Thomas. M. V. Dadisman. 
Jas. E. Alexander. N. B. Parnell. 

T. Castello. 


Write me at 345 W. Randolph street, Chicago, 
Ill., or send orders for book to Tae Truta SEEKER. 
Samuet P. Purnam. 


«Pen Pictures of the World’s Fair.” 


S. P. Putnam never touches his hand to a work 
but he does it thoroughly and well. His “Pen 
Pictures of the World’s Fair” is no less charming 
than his other previous works, but more so if any- 
thing. If one cannot by any manner of means go 
to the Fair, he can, at home, read this book of 146 
pages and see it in all its glory and magnificence. 
If he goes to the Fair, he will want the book as a 
guide, for it tells everything—just what to see and 
what not to see; what to do and what not todo. It 
contains illustrations of the principal buildings, and 
is altogether an excellent souvenir of the great 
Exposition. Susan H. Wrxon. 


Obituary. 


At Larchmont, N. Y., June 29th, Mrs. Herschel 
Foote, mother of Dr. E. B. Foote, Sr., passed away, 
aged eighty-eight. Mrs. Foote became the wife of 
Herschel Foote in.Cleveland, O , in the year 1820. 
They were pioneer settlers on the Western Reserve 
of Ohio. Cleveland was the birthplace of Dr. 
Foote, Sr. Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., was born in what 
is now called East Cleveland. Mr. and Mrs. Foote 
joined their children in the Hast in the year 1858. 
In 1870 the former died at the age of seventy-nine, 
and now the latter has passed away at the ripe age 
of eighty-eight years. That she remained here so 
many years beyond the average life is largely due to 
the solicitous care of her son and his sons, who 
studied to make her life free from worry and full of 
ease. 
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Communications. 


Why I Bo Not Like the God and Religion of 
My Parents.—Concluded. 


But oh, the sad sight to behold! The millions 
living a dual existence, traveling through life upon 
hypocrisy and deceit, knowing they are fooling 
their fellow-man and hoping they are fooling their 
God. And you ask me to join this saintly throng 
of deceit and falsehood. 

Remove the devil—the prop—and the entire 
structure would tumble. Should everyone know- 
ing it a fraud, but who travels with the saintly throng 
through interest, popularity, or fear, come out from 
among you, your ranks would wonderfully decrease. 
There are a few ignorant, goody-goody people 
who are honest and sincere; they believe it 
all and act it, because they know no better. They 
are satisfied with investigations made by those who 
hav gone before them, they think ‘it all right, and 
in fact do not know how to investigate; they just 
think it all right from age and use; they are happy 
in the belief that they will receive a harp and crown 
in the sweet by and by. Well, it is all the same, 
they will not be disappointed, for when they are 
dead they will know nothing about it, but will join 
the silent millions in that long sleep without 
dreams. ‘Who shall bring the dead to see what 
shall be after them ?” 

My friend, God ‘had nothing more to do with the 
authorship of the Bible than he had with the au- 
thorship of the “Arabian Nights,” Tooke’s “ Pan- 
theon,” Butler's “ Hudibras,” or Webster's spelling- 
book. It is all from the hands of cunning priests 
and greasy-sleeved monks. If God ever spoke to 
man it has been through a natural law. Should he 
ever speak to man all mankind will know it. He 
will not speak from dark holes in a language that 
the priests alone can understand. The language of 
a God will require none to interpret. But as God 
can only exist in nature, his only language to man 
is nature’s laws, unalterable, unchangeable, ever the 
same, and their violation brings speedy and certain 
punishment. Hence we should study nature’s laws 
and liv and abide by them, and we will secure hap- 
piness to ourselvs and neighbors. 

Away with all religious creeds that bring hatred, 
strife, and trouble to mankind. 

Happiness dwells with the simple religion of 
nature, not in sectarian creeds. 

Would this course not be preferable to pinning 
your faith to an old fetish book, one line of which 
has caused the cruel death of more than nine 
millions of people? Please think it over and shud- 
der—more than nine million human beings mur- 
dered because that old fetish book says: “Thou 
shalt not suffer a witch to liv.” This one line in 
the Bible is sufficient with me to damn the book, 
and its authors as ignorant, cruel brutes.. Please 
do not call it “the word of God.” You slander 
all mercy, truth, goodness, and intelligence. 

And the chief corner-stone in the foundation of 
Christianity is the dream of a Jewish carpenter. 
This dream was never told by the carpenter, but re- 
vealed by a priest two hundred years after the car- 
penter was dead—and not one particle of evidence 
that the carpenter ever had a dream or told one. 
If a thousand Jews to-day should hav some re- 
markable dreams, would you be willing to base your 
religion upon their dreams? No. Yet you will- 
ingly base it upon that of one said to hay had his 
dream nearly two thousand years ago, with not one 
particle of evidence of its truth. Friend, a religion 
based upon any number of dreams is to my way of 
thinking, with my pathological knowledge of the 
many disturbing causes creating dreams, rather a 
poor, superstitious structure for a religion, anyway. 

“Oh, well,” you say, “these were prophets.” 
Just exactly such prophets as we hav to-day—not 
one whit better. Some pretended to be “ witches,” 
some “mediums,” and some claimed to be inspired 
prophets of the Lord; but they were all dirty liars 
and frauds. They were often inspired, it is true, 
but it was with wine and a desire to humbug and 
fool the people.. God never spoke to anyone save 
as he speaks to you andI. But why longer cling 
to the Adam and Eve story—the fall and redemp- 
tion of man—when it has clearly been proved a 
Munchausen story from the beginning? Christ has 
already been proved to hav been Apollonias or 
Apollo, and the picture of Christ as furnished by 
the church has been clearly shown to be the like- 
ness of Apollonias. Ican now see one of them 
upon the wall, of “Christ Blessing Little Children.” 

Why did the Christians burn every library they 
could? Certainly to hide the pagan origin of their 
religion. Why did they permit none but the priests 
to learn the alphabet? Certainly to hide all knowl- 
edge from the people and keep them ignorant, so 


they could rule.over them by holding over their su- 
perstitious minds the fear of a “burning hell.” 
Proselytizing seems to be the chief end of a Chris- 
tian’s existence. They act as though their God 
could do nothing without their assistance. “I’m a 
soldier of the cross, a follower of the lamb.” Their 
God requires soldiers to protect him. He is repre- 
sented by a sheep, the most foolish and cowardly 
ofallanimals. God is pagan from away back. Read 
history and you will find it true. The entire thing 
is of pagan origin, and is propagated to-day by a 
vindictiv set of pagans doing all they can to destroy 
Freethought, enslave the mind, and retard human 
progress. Freethought does not try to proselytize, 
save in self-defense. They know that if the church 
obtained the power she would destroy the bright- 
est intellects of the world, would suffer none to liv 
but the ignorant and superstitious. Hence Free- 
thought is compelled to contend for its very exist- 
ence, in the defense of: human progress. If 
there is a God, he certainly is capable of attending 
to his own affairs without the imtervention of 
priests, and when any of the holy sky-pilots calls 
upon me as sent of God, I shall certainly call for 
his vouchers. God has given to no one more than 
he has given to you and me; and I say “hands off,” 
and giv everyone a fair chance in life’s race. _ All 
vicegerents of God are self-constituted and con- 
temptible in the eyes of honest people knowing 
the fraud. But unfortunately, millions are unable 
to see and comprehend the dirty fraud that has 
so long enslaved the human mind and chained it 
to the block of ignorance, preventing advancement 
and progress. . Sever the chain and be a free man. 
Investigate for self all things. Christianity re- 
ceived her civilization from the Mohammedan 
Arabs. History, art, poetry, geography, chemistry, 
surveying, distilling, pharmacy, painting, sculpture, 
mechanical arts, were all preserved by the Arabs 
during the Dark Ages, and returned to Europe by 
the returning Crusaders. Christianity destroyed 
everything it could, but never invented nor dis- 
covered anything, not even its own innate corrup- 
tion, falsehood, and fraud. Christianity never so 
much as invented a fish-hook or hoe-handle. All 
discoveries in art and science are outside of Chris- 
tianity. The Christian neither admitted nor suffered 
any knowledge not recorded in his old fetish book. 
When a physician discovered and proclaimed the 
fact that the blood circulates in the veins, he 
suffered death for his blasphemy. He that dis- 
covered the art of printing was denounced as one 
in league with the devil. The inventor of the 
common fan-mill was denounced as one perverting 
the will of God; and it is not many years since a 
man was hung in England for the heinous crime of 
burning stove coal. God had hid it in the ground, 
and it was sacrilege in the man to uncover and 
steal it and burn it. It was robbing God. And 
now in this claimed “enlightened day,” but a few 
months ago, a holy synod of Christians declared 
that “it would be a sin to attempt the destruction 
of grasshoppers, for the Lord had sent them as a 
curse, and it would be a sin to attempt to subvert the 
will of God,” and that it should only be lawful to pay 
the priest to pray to the Lord to stay the plague. So 
millions of pious Christians in holy Russia try to 
kill the doctor and all sanitary officers sent among 
them to try and stay the cholera. ‘God sent the 
cholera and all anyone should be permitted to do 
was to pay the priest to pray God to stay the 
plague.” 
We do not hav to go back to ancient history, we 
see it to-day in all Christian countries where church 
and state are united. And when I see Christians 
in this country trying to subvert the government— 
put “God in the Constitution” and unite church 
and state—my patriotic blood is fired and I am 
compelled to say that Freethought must organize 
in self defense or soon all our laws and courts will 
become ecclesiastic and we will soon drift back to 
barbarism. Liberty is now almost gone—destroyed 
by legislation secured by the influence of .the 
churches. I am disgusted with their audacity and 
impudence. If a town or village contains one 
thousand inhabitants and there be one hundred 
Christians among them, these’one hundred Chris- 
tians want to make all laws, rules, and regulations, 
hold all the offices, and rule the nine hundred In- 
fidels; and often the nine-to-one will submit to 
their audacity. But that day, I hope, is passed. 
Freethought must and will assert itself. Life and 
liberty are sweet, and we hav surrendered long 
enough to Christian arrogance and superstition. 
We must ever hold ourselvs ready to stand up and 
be counted and not ashamed to show our hands. 
Christians do not like us anyway. They would 
damn us if they could. Why should we love or 
fear them? We hav never meddled with them, nor 
with their right to worship a crucified God if they 
desired. But we do object to being. compelled to 


-directly or indirectly aid in any such stupidity. 


And it is hoped that the people will return to the 
walks of private life every member of Congress who 
voted two and one-half millions of the people’s 
money to bribe the managers of the World’s Fair 
to close their gates upon Sunday against the poor 
laboring man. It is true their “proviso” is ille- 
gal and void, as it is religious legislation and 
unconstitutional; and the directors of the Fair 
can take the money and throw wide open their 
gates and Congress is helpless. It is true 
they might bring suit before a federal judge 
in Illinois for a return of the money. But the 
federal judge would readily decide the act of Con- 
gress unconstitutional and void, and this would end 
the farce. The Fair is for all the world, not for 
Christians. No one cares if they remain away on 
Sunday and every other day if they like. 
place is preferable to the presence of a bigoted 
Christian that spends his time trying to rule and 
enslave other people. Although there is not above 
one Christian in ten of the population in America, 
yet this small number try to dictate to and rule the 
world at the public expense. They claim the 
moral right, presuming they are better than other’ 
people. And while claiming the moral right they 
ever intrigue for the legal right. Impudence or 
audacity in this has overreached itself. The church 
has made more enemies in this matter than it had 
made in a century. I do not regret their action, 
for it has aroused the public to a realization of. the 
fact that “eternal vigilance is the price of liberty.” 
And from this day forward I truly hope that not $1 
from Freethought will ever enter the coffers of a 
church. We must organize and drive the Christians 
back in line with other people. Compel them to 
pay their taxes and deny them their assumed 
superiority before the law and in the minds of the = 
people. We should no longer suffer their assump- 
tion and browbeating, domineering acts, ever ready 
to destroy the character and reputation of Free- 
thought and hamper and destroy its business pros- 
perity. 

I am disgusted with all this. If the church 
preaches, we can do the same; if they are clannish, 
we can be the same; and I do not fear but that the 
church would tire first. Christianity, I am sorry to 
say, is the same to-day in many respects that it has 
always been. It was conceived in falsehood and © 
fraud and forced upon the people by the sword. It 
has always held it lawful to gain its ends by any 
means, fair or foul, and no fraud or lie was objec- 
tionable so long as the end was accomplished. 
Hence I am not in the least astonished or surprised 
to see the church presenting more petitions for — 
closing the World’s Fair upon Sunday than the 
state possessed inhabitants, for this is true Chris- 
tianity—all done for God’s benefit and no lie or 
fraud too great when perpetrated in the interest of ~ 
their supposed crucified God, whom they must lie 
and cheat to protect and defend. I am tired and ` 
disgusted with all this Sunday business. It is:a 
dirty fraud. God may hav rested upon the seventh | 
day, but he certainly has never rested since. The 
sun continues to shine and the million worlds to 
revolve. The rivers flow, the trees and plants 
grow, and all animated nature is as activ on Sunday 
as any other day. The billows of the ocean roll 
and wash the shores of every continent and island 
in the world every Sunday. The winds blow, the- 
rains and storms are the same. Man is born and 
dies the same. Ali nature continues. to work, and 
so do I. When God stops to rest I will then pull 
off my hat and sit down through respect, for I 
would not, like old Jacob, try to outdo my maker. 
But I do not hav to go to any priest to tell me any- 
thing— 
By Nature’s laws alone inspired, 

I eat when hungry, rest when tired. ; 

Every day is God’s day. He can keep them all if 
he likes. He will not find me kicking. 

- But “Happiness is man’s being’s end and aim.” So 
anything that contributes to man’s happiness and. | 
does not injure his neighbor, is certainly his right. 
and duty to appropriate. I appropriate and use 
everything in nature that will contribute to my 
“ being’s end and aim,” happiness. Why should we 
restrict our liberties and privileges and liv left- 
handed and unhappy? Let us use and enjoy all 
within our reach. Feed the flesh, instead of cruci- 
fying it. Now, do not accuse me of a want of rev- 
erence. It is true I possess but little for man, his 
religion, or works; but I do possess reverence for 
nature—my god the creator—and in revering that 
nature I think to enjoy is to obey. Nature cer- 
tainly intended her children to enjoy life. If she , 
intended anything otherwise they would not hav 
been endowed with capacity for enjoyment. Then 
why should they throw restiv restrictions around: ` 
themselvs, and deny themselvs the pleasures and 
enjoyments of life—labor, worry, and struggle to 
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please an imaginary being of whom they know 
nothing and never can know anything, and who 
certainly cares but little for them or he would not 
send disease, pestilence, poverty, sorrow, and death 
to affect them? But we will not charge all these 
evils to God, for it may be that God sends no 
curses. But great nature is ever busy in her work- 
shop, and if one gets in the way they will get hurt, 
or if one livs not in harmony with nature’s laws of 
hygiene they must suffer. the penalty, for by this 
means the human family are schooled. It is thus 
we learn evil to shun, thus learn the future by past 
experiences. This is our schooling; millions may 
fall, those left learn how evil to shun. 

Nature has no feeling, no mercy. Obey her laws 
or suffer. And now comes to my mind the words 
of one said to hav possessed great wisdom : “ There 
is nothing better than that a man should eat and 
drink and enjoy the goods of this life, and liv joy- 
fully with the wife whom he loveth, for this is his 
portion and all he shall enjoy under the sun; for 
who shall bring him to see what shall be after 
him ?” 

But one of the greatest obstacles to human prog- 
ress comes from the efforts of theologians to mold 

. the brains of all mankind to fit their standard, 
which is but little removed from idiocy. , 

No two human creatures are alike. They all 
differ in every important feature of life. One’s 
food is another’s poison. Careful physiological 
research will soon establish this fact to your entire 

- satisfaction. 

But you believe everything in the Bible to be the 
word of God. ‘Well, see 2 Chron. xxi, and say if 
you believe the younger child to be two years older 
than his father. My friend, study the old fetish 
book, and you will find it, instead of being the 
word of God, a dirty stinking lie. 

All the prayers ever uttered from the earliest day 
of time unto the present hav not altered, changed, 
reformed, nor abolished anything. It is buta waste of 
time to attempt to instruct God what todo. I never 
engage in any such folly. God can get along with- 
out my advice, aid, or assistance, and I certainly 
would not worship any God requiring my advice or 
assistance. ' 

Every human being is born with the same natural 
rights. No one should possess power or authority 
to control the thoughts and acts of another. No 
one can believe anything until his reasoning facul- 
ties are convinced. Yet Christians want to com- 
pel everyone to believe their dogmas of faith, and 
want the state to cruelly punish all who do not 
believe as they do. Some one unthoughtfully said 
that there was one of the articles of faith that he 
could not believe. His honest doubts coming to 
the ears of the ecclesiastical court, he was summoned 
before it and compelled to stand while the priest 
burnt his right hand off to compel him to believe 
all the articles of Christian faith. 

Now this poor, persecuted man possessed as much 
right to make articles of faith as John Calvin or 
any other person. A few bad men get together and 
promulgate articles of faith, then with church and 
state united they-can easily compel obedience to their 
faith, and they want to kill by the most cruel deaths 

- by torture all who do not believe their dogmas of 
faith. We hoped this thing had had its day. But 
when we see good men fined and imprisoned in 
more than one state of the Union for not keeping 
the Christian Sabbath, we are troubled and 
ready to resist by force every such attempt at 
tyranny and oppression. Should bigoted Chris- 
tians force a struggle they may well consider the 
end, for the preservation of human liberty would 
justify the wiping of every priest and church from 
the face of the earth. We say to all, “Hav and enjoy 

ny religion you want, but do not attempt to 
force your superstitious, disgusting, nauseating 
stuff upon anyone else. We, the people, will not 
stand it.” 

But you refer me to the “religion and piety of 
my mother, so honest, so pure, so good, that her re- 
ligion must be true,” and that “surely there was a 
God directing her for the good and salvation of 
others.” My friend, my mother was pure and good 
as you say— 

In life having never done any wrong, 
I hope she has joined the heavenly throng. 

But there was no God directing her for the good 
of others. She was filled with love for humanity 
and desired the good of all. And when young, with 
her reasoning faculties undeveloped, her tender 
mind was stuffed full of superstition by the preach- 
ing of others older than herself, and in whom she 
was taught to place implicit confidence, and she 
was led to believe that there was a cruel devil and 
an angry God who would damn all mankind to an 
eternal hell of torment because old Eve had eaten 
an apple. She was thus persuaded that it was her 
duty to ever pray and work for the salvation of 


poor lost sinners. But in her religion there was 
not one word of truth, and she led the miserable 
life of a degraded slave of priests and superstition. 
She possessed not one particle of evidence of the 
truth ef her religion, and her mind was so warped 
and stunted by the impressions of early education 
that she could not reason nor reflect. She was 
afraid to think, for fear she would commit a sin. 
Yet at times involuntary thoughts would force 
themselvs upon her, and oft queries in her mind, 
“May there not be some mistake in it?” 

These queries were prominent and frequent after 
her dearly beloved bishop had desired, during the 
absence of her husband, to enjoy her person. And 
it was during one of those periods of queries and 
doubts that she ushered into the world a little 
squalling and kicking doubting Thomas. 

She married a minister, and was happy in the 
thought that “she was united to one of God’s 
elect.” Her first son was born a minister—he 
could hav been nothing else. He came into the 
world the embodiment of church thought, the prod- 
uct of the mind of the mother upon her offspring. 

I am the same, the product of the impressions of 
maternity. Yet how different from my brother. I 
was born an Infidel and hea minister, both the 
products of maternity, and neither to praise or 
blame. We are both just what maternity and our 
surroundings hav made us. 

As early as I can remember I required a reason 
for every cause, and one of my first recollections is 
that I was glad my father was not God. My 
infant mind reasoned that if my father was God he 
might kill me because some other boys were bad ; 
so I was glad my father was not God. And to-day 
I am an old man, full of years and experience, and 
I must say that in my candid opinion and best 
judgment the story of Adam and Eve and the ap- 
ple, and the fall of man and redemption through a 
crucified savior, is the most superstitious and huge 
falsehood ‘ever conceived, uttered, or believed in by 
man. It has neither reason nor common sense to 
sustain it; and if there is a God, it destroys his at- 
tributes of wisdom, purity, intelligence, and good- 
ness, and is disgusting to all human intelligence. 

Now, my friends, you hav some of my reasons for 
not returning to the God and religion of my 
parents. And as Iam responsible to no one but 
myself, it is but necessary that to me alone they 
should be good and sufficient. The world must 
abide my judgment. W. B. Raprorp, M.D. 

Le Cassid, Fla. 
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The Underlying Reality.” 

It is a paradox that idealism or transcendentalism 
as presented to the world by many of its greatest 
thinkers is nevertheless a relic of barbarism and a 
species of grossest superstition. It may be accounted 
for by the strange order of nature which often 
causes the foibles and follies of our great-ancestors 
to crop out again in modified form in the fifth or 
fifteenth generation; or maybe, that a life devoted 
to continuous and intense study of the perplexing 
problems of nature may get lost and bewildered in 
the vast labyrinth of cosmic mysteries, become de- 
ranged in a degree, and thus prone to originate 
and accept theories strictly contrary to reason, 
logic, and rational probability. 

Now, I am aware that in laying aside my brush and 
tweezers and leaving my shop and store for a Sun- 
day’s study to combat the intellectual giants of the 
world I am laying myself liable to ridicule and the 
charge of being possessed of an abnormal develop- 
ment of conceit. Yet, did not David slay Goliath? 
Blind Tom, untutored and witless, reproduce the 
sublimest creations of our greatest composers vastly 
superior to the students of a lifetime? and a shy 
American boy conquer the masters of the world on 
the checkered board? Therefore, at the risk of 
being likened to a sportiv cur barking at the moon, 
I will state in my humble way why I think that of 
all the follies of the wise, the ridiculous attempt to 
base abstract existence upon mind instead of matter 
is the most preposterous. 

I think. Nothing cannot think. 
something. 

Something is the antithesis of nothing, hence is 
something ; and if something, it must be an entity, 
substance, or matter, and hence matter must be 
“the underlying reality ” of all existence. 

And if not matter, pray, what? If something, it 
must be matter; if reality, it must be substance; if 
neither matter nor substance, it is nothing, and 
consequently cannot be “ the underlying reality.” 

The question, profound though it may appear, is 
as simple as A B O.: The “underlying reality” is 
either something or nothing. Now, let those wise- 
acres who complacently divest matter of reality tell 
‘us what matter is; what becomes of it when by 
mysterious dispensation of (il)logic they hav 
relegated it into oblivion; and then define what 


Hence I am 


their “underlying reality” is composed of? 
they do it? 
problem, infinitly increased existing mysteries, 
jumped from the frying-pan into the fire, divested 
reality of, and invested an unknown nothing with, 
potencies to produce phenomena. 


a fact, an entity, not a fiction. 
actual substantiv reality we would not know that 
we are; consciousness would not be possible, be- 
cause in such a case we, or the organism engender- 
ing this conscious ego, would and could not exist. 


Can 


No! They hav simply mystified the 


The objectiv reality underlying all phenomena 


which we subjectivly perceive in its final analysis 
must be matter or substance or substantiv existence 
or all phenomena would vanish from the infinit 
realms of space—boundless expanse would be one 
limitless absolute vacuum, and the ego itself— 
purely a product of such material—would, of course, 
be impossible. 


We are because we are. We are because we are 


If we were not 


There no more exists a logical necessity for 


denying that matter is the underlying reality of all 
existence, simply because the limitations of mind 
cannot grasp certain psychical problems, or matter 
in its final analysis or last division, than there exists 
a necessity for denying infinit expanse of space, 
because incomprehensible. 


I am well aware that the mysteries of sentience 


are still far from a rational solution, neither am I able 
to throw any new light upon these perplexing prob- 
lems; but this has nothing to do with the question 
at issue, which resolves itself simply into the follow- 
ing: What are cosmic bodies composed of ? 
are the constituents of flesh, blood, and bone? 
What are the components of water, metals, rocks, 
soil, air? 
or not? 
things composed of substance or not? 
substance matter? Can it be verified by the science 


What 


Are these things composed of substance 
Is “the underlying reality” of all these 
Is this 


of chemistry and physics? Is this matter something 
or nothing? Can it be ignored asa basis or factor 
of phenomena? If so, what will you do with it? 
Can you annihilate and banish it from the universe? 
And then, what will you giv us in its place? 
It must either be something or nothing. If the 
former it must again be matter, if the latter you 
wipe out the universe ! 

Because color, form, light, heat, acidity, and 
other attributes of matter hav no existence per se, 
and are only psychical phenomena, we must not get 
bewildered and assume that if sentience were 
blotted out, “the underlying reality ”—matter— 
would vanish also. 

Thought implies a thinker—some person, creature, 
or being who or which thinks. In the absence of 
such a living creature or material organic form, 
thought is unthinkable. 

“Spirit” (ah, there’s the rub!—the source of all 
bewilderment) is a name without a meaning, or 
rather with no significance. “Spirits” come prop- 
erly under the category of gods, ghosts, phantoms, 
spooks, etc., all of which hav no existence, per se ; 
never hav and never can be defined or proved, 
simply because composed of nothing. Without 
physique, without constituents, without substance, 
they are nevertheless said to be endowed with 
identical forms, functions, and attributes of physical 
beings, yet, not composed of matter ; all of which 
proves that they are a phantom of the imagination. 
If real, there would, in this day of scientific re- 
search, be no doubt as to their existence; but 
“spirits” themselvs, as well as spiritists, sadly fail 
to prove their identity. . 

“ Spirits” not being conceivable to the lucid 
mind, nor their reality established in the open court 
of science, all basis for the idealistic conception 
falls to the ground. It then becomes self-evident 
that the physical organism which constitutes man 


or beast alone supplies a basis for consciousness 


and is capacitated to think—in other words, mind 
necessitates organism. This, conceded, proves that 
without such organism sentience is impossible, and 
this in turn the fallacy of idealism, which insists 
that man and the universe are but concepts and 
ideas, but not realities or facts. 

Of course, assuming without proof the existence 
of a non-material entity, soul, or spirit, it is easy 
enough to manufacture a universe in like manner. 

The mysteries of existence are indeed profound 
and startling, and man in his endeavor to grasp the 
real aspect of nature has ever been prone to offer 
most absurd theories for its solution, often greatly 
augmenting existing mysteries. But of all such at- 
tempts, that submitted by our modern philosophers 
is the most unreasonable. j 

Idealism struggles to annihilate reality and to 
base existence on concepts and dreams. It*in- 
finitly complicates existing problems. In denounc- 
ing materialism it renounces existence, fact, truth, 
reality, and the basis of all phenomena. It defies 
the intellect, repudiates knowledge, and ignores 
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reason. Physics, chemistry, astronomy, physiology, 
and all other positiv sciences are complacently re- 
pudiated. It denies consciousness in the complex 
and subtle human form, and believes an “airy 
nothing” is so capacitated ! 

It is a grotesque attempt and struggle to make 
the cart pull the horse, mind to create matter 
and thought phenomena! The grass grows, 
flowers bloom, the chicken scrambles out of its shell, 
the bird flies and sings, man is born and livs, the 
world moves in its orbit, the sun shines, and light- 
ning flashes and tears the clouds asunder, not by 
virtue of their own existence, but because of our 
own respectiv states of consciousness! It divests 
nature of tangibility, but sadly fails to explain or 
define the nature of their own ultimate psychical 
basis for life. After repudiating Materialism what 
basis has the Idealist for his “subjectiv reality?” 
What is this subject? Is it an entity, organism, or 
a living being? Has it outline, form, and organs 
like a man? If not, what? Can those who formu- 
late this subject giv it tangibility and form without 

_conceding the existence of matter? No. Emphatic- 
` ally no! 

Idealism implies that mind, instead of being a 
product and reflex of existing entities, miraculously 
calls the latter into being from nothing for its own 
especial benefit or caprice. Because certain quali- 
ties of matter, such as color, acidity, light, heat, ete., 
are dependent for their manifestations upon mind 
and not manifest otherwise, this is no reason why 
“the underlying reality” manifesting such quali- 
ties does not exist. There is no light in the uni- 
verse in the absence of the media which transform 
the ether waves into light. But thesun causes the 
waves, and the waves move throughout the realms 
of space, shedding their cogent influence upon the 
earth and other planets just the same in the absence 
of eyes to perceive them as with them. There is 
necessary silence in the regions of the sun, where 
gigantic masses of blazing, belching, seething matter 
combust and explode continually, because acoustic 
organs could not exist there; but these movements 
occur just the same. The flower throws off its in- 
visible particles on the air unconcerned if evolved 
into aroma or not. Of course mind is a necessity 
to recognize such phenomena, but who can doubt 
that abstract cosmic and physical existence and 
the regular evolutions and involutions of nature 
continue forever mind or not? | 

we go back a few million of years in our 
imagination we can demonstrate it. During those 
ages when our globe was still in an incandescent 
state, no mind or subjectiv consciousness recogniz- 
ing objectiv reality was possible. Yet who doubts 
the earth’s existence at that time? If it had not so 
existed, then subsequently evolved into conditions 
favoring human life, sentient beings would never 
hav been evolved These geological facts alone ab- 
solutely prove the dpriori existence of matter and 
the dependence of mind upon physical phenomena. 
How absurd then for a would-be philosopher to re- 
nounce Materialism! Surely ideas could not exist 
previous to “the underlying reality ” which receives 
and conceives them. 

The physical and chemical forces of nature em- 
bodied in matter are the sole cause and underlying 
reality of all phenomena. They compose all bodies, 
solid, liquid, and aeriform, and the ether, if such 
there is. They fill all space and are the sole con- 
stituents of all existence. Whatever is, is matter, 
and not till the Idealist or Spiritist can define what 
he would giv us in its place can he produce even a 
reasonable argument against the one great abso- 
lute invulnerable science of Materialism. But. this 
one argument he cannot produce. Because should 
he establish his belief on basis of fact and reality, 
he would hav to encroach on Materialism to that 
extent and then humbly ask permission to enter 
our fold. Because outside of matter is the shore- 
less sea of eternal, infinit nothing. 

Spiritism, Idealism, Theism, all alike infinitly in- 
crease the degree of mysticism of a mysterious uni- 
verse instead of explaining it. Divested of gods, 
ghosts, souls, and spooks, and existing mysteries 
reduced to their minimum, man may at last un- 
fathom nature to a certain extent. The infinitly 
large and infinitly small will ever evade the limita- 
tions of his senses, but the only hope of an eventual 
solution is that things are what they seem to all 
rational minds. And why, indeed, is it more logical 
to assume that things are not what they seem than 
what they seem? 

I hav no idea who or what will next pass my 
window where I write. How then can my subjec- 
tiv consciousness be a factor to create the objectiv 
reakity already on the way to pass my window? I 
will make a rough guess and think of a beautiful 
woman, and see if my mind can create or materialize 
the concept—— Ha, ha, ha! It’s a boy on a 
horse with a little fellow hanging on behind! 


Which was the objectiv reality, the woman con- 
ceived or the boys on horseback? So the universe, 
though void of light, heat, sound, and color, would 
exist though the last vestige of mind were blotted 
from existence. Without seeing, feeling, hearing, 
or thinking, planets would gyrate on their axes and 
within their orbits just the same. Fire would con- 
sume bodies, though no heat, light, or pain. The 
underlying reality—matter—which possesses with- 
in itself the potency of all life, would perpetuate all 
cosmic processes forever. 

Fichte says: “The phenomena of the external uni- 
verse are mere phenomena, reflections so far as we 
know of our thought; the mountains, woods, stars, 
are facts of consciousness to which we attach these 
names. To infer that they exist because we hav ideas 
of them is illegitimate in philosophy.” This is a fair 
sample of German and English transcendentalism, 
now making fools of some of our best American 
thinkers. Wisdom gone mad is the only, proper 
definition. What would we know about stars, 
Mars, sun, Jupiter, and Sirius, if not an objectiv 
reality? And did they not exist long before an eye 
existed on earth? And what would we know of 
them to-day if not aided by a good solid, material 
telescope? Not till the material “underlying 
reality” impinges upon our senses does it become 
a subjectiv reality. f 

There is one important physical fact our puzzled 
metaphysical friends hav overlooked, viz.: Atomic 
matter is the only objectiv reality in existence and 
this constitutes the basis of all existing forms. 
Hence fruit, flowers, trees, man, beasts, worlds, 
suns, and systems hav no existence per se, or as 
such forms, but are only transient forms composed 
of immutable atoms. But these atoms in their 
elementary form vary in physical and chemical at- 
tributes, and so in infinit variety constitute all phe- 
nomena. Thus an orange has no existence as such; 
neither has it color, sweetness, etc., but it 
clashes upon our consciousness as an orange, 
yellow, round, sweet, etc. Should all mind 
vanish from existence the orange would lose, 
or rather not develop, its acidity, sweetness, and 
flavor because no gustatory organs ; its color would 
vanish because no eyes; but every particle consti- 
tuting the orange in its elementary form would 
still exist forever—the underlying reality! 

Let us place an orange on the table before us. 
We behold it in all its beauty. Now let some one 
blindfold us, or let: us close our eyes. The color 
and form of the orange hav vanished, but if we eat 
it we still taste its flavor. So color exists only re- 
lated to the eye, flavor to taste, sound to acoustic 
organs; but the original elements exist forever and 
absolute. A’ chemist can tell us all about the 
essence or properties of the matter composing the 
orange separate from its qualities dependent upon 
our psychical powers. Sweetness and sourness are 
sensations, but certain chemical elements are abso- 
lutely necessary to produce them. : 

So “the underlying reality ” of rock, steel, heat, 
etc., are the elements of matter which exist entirely 
independent of man or beast to “sense” them. And 
the attempt to base the existence of the infinit ag- 
gregation of will-less and mindless energy (for such is 
matter) upon the psychical attributes of man is but 
a species of fetichism or evidences of mental decay. 

On the other hand, to infer objectiv reality by 
reflex action from our subjectiv consciousness after 
having obtained such sense impressions from abso- 
lute facts must be legitimate or all our knowledge, 
sciences, and arts were a farce. 

Idealism is Spiritualism. Until a “spirit” the 
shape of man is placed upon the dissecting table of 
science and analyzed the issue is still Matter vs. 
Nothing. Orro WETTSTEIN. 

Rochelle, Lil. 


—__»— 


Woman’s Day at the International Freethought 
Congress. 


It is particularly appropriate that the manage- 
ment of the Freethought Congress to be held in 
Chicago in October should set apart one day es- 
pecially for women. 

Had woman stood side by side with man all the 
way along, there would hav been no need of this 
observance of one specific day for the hearing of 
woman’s voice, for her sentiments would alternate 
with man’s as naturally as rippling music follows 
the flowing river. But we, who know the history 
of the past—of woman’s past—how she has been 
restrained, bound by fetters forged by canon law, 
held in check, relegated to an inferior position on 
account of her sex, can understand in full the sig- 
nificance of “ Woman’s Day” at the forthcoming 
Congress. 

The tyrannical metes and measures of ecclesias- 
tical authority hav trampled upon womanhood as 
nothing else in this world has done or could hav 


done. KEcclesiasticism made her a slave, an under- 
ling, and fastened the finger of silence upon her 
lips. 

The drudgery appointed as her portion kept 
her in submission until she came to feel, if not to 
say: 
My very chains and I grew friends— 

So much a long communion tends 
To make us what we are. 

But a wonderful change has taken place in these 
later times. In the light of the new dawn, man 
sees that he has been unjust to the mothers of men. 
He has been in error regarding woman and the 
limit of her powers. He realizes as he never 
realized before that he had no business to put a 
chain upon the neck of woman that he would scorn 
to wear himself. He sees that the knowledge he 
possesses, extended to woman, makes her not a 
worse, but a better helpmate. He observes that 
with equal opportunities, equal advantages, woman 
holds her own, and loses not her self-respect; and 
if she is no longer willing to crouch at his feet, he 
is more than glad to welcome her to a place beside 
himself. 

Now, all that progressiv womanhood is to-day, 
and it is much compared to the past, is due to the 
dissemination of broad and Liberal ideas. 

Freethought has been the best friend woman ` 
ever had—her best and truest ally. It early sent 
her forth as a teacher, and it has always encouraged 
her to press on to nobler hights. It hag ever wel- 
comed and lauded her best efforts. It has made the 
rough places smooth for her unaccustomed feet. It 
has urged for her the crown of equality before the 
law. It has striven to remove from her onward 
path the barriers placed there by ignorance and 
superstition. It has sought to place her in her 
own true light as a woman, intellectual and capable, 
a true guide, counselor, and friend; queen, not 
only of home and household, but of every domain 
where her work is needed, and equal sharer in life’s 
pursuits, duties, and emoluments—the undwarfed, 
unstunted, the real complement of man. 

Every woman who knows the value of an inde- 
pendent mind should be present at the Freethought 
Congress in October. Every woman who has felt 
the thralldom put upon her sex by theological 
dogma should make it a point to be at the Con- 
gress, that the world may see how many women 
there are who are superior to superstition and 
priestly influence. 

The Congress has honored woman by the appoint- 
ment of a day essentially her own. Let women 
honor the Congress by their presence. 

Susan H. Wrxon. 


— 


Items of Foreign News Interesting to Free- 
thinkers. 


The Hungarian clergy are up in arms. A law 
sanctioning civil marriage is about to be enacted. 


The French Freethinkers are to hold a grand 
celebration in honor of Etienne Dolet on August 6th. 

French Freethinkers are canvassing the country 
previous to the fall elections. Their object is to 
down the church by legislation. 


Our friend Dr. Voelkel has entered the German 
prison to serve out his sentence for so-called blas- 
phemy. Another example of Christian love and 
charity. : 


We hav heard about God’s care and watchfulness 
when it regards his dear children. June 22d, Mr. 
Jehovah “watched” his chance and caused a panic 
in the Romanow Borissoglebsk church in the gov- 
ernment of Jaraslow, Russia, and he took particular 
“care” to see that 126 women and 10 men were 
killed and 20 persons of both sexes dangerously 
hurt. Thank the Lord for his mercies! 


Swedish Freethinkers held a very successful 
demonstration meeting at Lill-Jans on July 2d. 
Mr. Lennstrand spoke for two hours and was en- 
thusiastically applauded. Two hundred petitions, 
each accommodating one hundred signatures, were 
signed in a short time. Another meeting was held 
at the same place July 30 h. Mr. Lennstrand will 
lecture every day from now until the Upsala cele- 
bration. 


Centraal Isr. Weekblad, a Jewish: paper pub- 
lished in Amsterdam, states that during the year 
1892 the Amsterdam Society for the Conversion of 
the Jews spent $182,435 for the conversion of 
twelve renegade Israelites, and of these twelve, five 
slid back again to the synagog. Jews seem to 
hav gained in value since the time of Cæsar. 
Then thirty silver pieces was considered a bribe, 
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now it takes $15,202 91 to make the Jewish people 
number one less. There being sixty-two thousand 
Jews in Holland their conversion will be quite a 
financial item. 


The Swedish Freethinkers are circulating peti- 
tions which contain a protest against the state 
church system in particular and Christianity in 
general. Each list contains room for one hundred 
signatures, and a stirring appeal,to circulate them 
is published in Fritänkaren. At least fifty thou- 
sand signatures are expected. ‘We will, in a later 
number of Taz Terura Szexer, publish a translation 
of the protest. 


A few weeks ago an Atheist at Altona, Germany, 
was indicted for violating the ministerial edict of 
Jan. 16, 1892, by not letting his child go to church 
nor receive religious instruction in school He was 
fined five marks by an inferior court, but appealed 
the case and proved to the satisfaction of the higher 
court that the moral education imparted to the 
child in the Sunday-school of the Freethought 
society of Hamburg was sufficient to warrant an 
acquittal. 


They had a drouth in the country surrounding 
Saragossa, Spain, and the clergy, always ready to 
turn a dishonest penny, ordered a procession to in- 

` voke the assistance of Mr. Jehovah or some other 
member of the heavenly firm soas to get some rain. 
The villages of Murillo and Santa Eulalia clubbed 
together, whether to save expenses or to fool 
Jehovah by making him believe they all came from 
one village and hence ought to receive special 
attention by virtue of the greatness of the proces- 
sion—this we don’t know for certain. But it seems 
Jehovah took it in that sense. The procession 
had to crossa river. A ferryboat took the children 
over all right, but when the priests and the women 
were carried over, the boat was tipped over by a 
sudden gale, and eighteen women lost their lives. 


It is a slander on the Catholic church to say that 
she is not progressiv. At Beauvois, France, the 
following part of a dialog took place between a 
married woman and her confessor: 

Conjessor. Does your husband attend the ser- 
vices of our mission ? 

Penitent Female. No. 

C. Does he attend our confessions? 

P. F. He has never attended one yet. 

C. Does he ever attend mass? 

P. F. Yes, when obliged by circumstances. 

C. Madan, your husband is then but a heathen 
—a terrible miscreant. You hav lived too long 
with him. Get a divorce as soon as you can, for 
your soul is in danger of eternal damnation. 

P. F. But if I get a divorce, who shall support 
me and my five children? 

C. Never mind. God never abandons those 
who are his servants. Get your divorce right away 
and trust in me. , 

The woman responded that she loved her hus- 
band, he had made her happy, and she would con- 
tinue to liv with him. The priest got furious, 
drove her out of the confessional, and refused to 
absolve her. Great indignation has been aroused 
in the village against the pretended substitute of 
God who endeavored to create discord and division 
in a happy family. The woman in question stated 
that she nevermore would put her foot in a con- 
fessional. 


We are the recipient of three pamphlets by Dr. 
Phil. Adolf Brodbeck, Hanover, Germany. Dr. 
Brodbeck represents Germany in the Advisory Coun- 
cil of the Parliament of Religions to be held at the 
World’s Fair. In one of the pamphlets, “Idealism, 
the New Religion,” the author, after pointing out 
that millions of people hav given up their belief in 
Christianity, states that a new religion is necessary, 
and that the one suited to the times is “Idealism.” 
An Idealist believes in absolute power over which 
he has no control, but what the essence of this 
power is, he does not know. Idealism is not con- 
nected with nor does it consist of a combination of 
“isms,” it isan “ism” for itself and by itself; it 
strives for the ideal in everything, for the ideal 
of mankind, science, art, civilization, virtue, family, 
community, society, and humanity in all forms. 
The little pamphlet of fifteen pages makes quite 
interesting reading, and shows, we think, the di- 
rection in which the mind of cultured people will 
eventually turn. 

The two other pamphlets by Dr. A. Brodbeck are 
of a different kind. The “Life and Teachings of 
Buddha” givs a short, comprehensiv account of the 
Buddhistic savior; while in “ Every Six Hundred 
Years Comes a New Savior” the author goes 
over forty-two hundred years of world history, and 


shows that an epoch in the intellectual develop- 
ment takes its start from some event happening 
every six hundred years: Year 2400 s.o., Oldest 
Buddha ; 1800 s.c., Rama (?), Oldest Vedda; 1200 
B.C., Chrishna; 600 3.c., Buddha, Jesus; 600, Mo- 
hammed; 1200, the Crusades, Franzecus Assisi; 
1800, Religion of Idealism. 
Gustave Netson, M.D. 


Who? which? what? do You Think? 


You hav heard, I presume, of Adam and Eve, 

Of the garden of Eden? And do you believe 

That the serpent, most subtle of beasts of the field, 
Could influence Eve, and cause her to yield 

To his earnest entreaties? Do you think he could talk? 
Do you think on the end of his tail he could walk? 

Do you think that a God deserving the name 

Would inspire such a book, to giv himself fame? 


Do you thiuk there’s a being way up on high, 
So cruel and beastly? Or is it a lie? 

Did the snake never craw] until he was cursed? 
Is it true, ever since, he has lived upon dust? 
Is it true that the devil once lived np on high? 
And tried to dethrone the king of the sky? 

Or are these all lies that we meet every day? 
And is it for money the preachers all pray? 


Do you think that an angel ever stood in the way? 

And did Balaam’s ass ever talk as they say? 

Did a fish swallow Jonah? And on the third day, 

Did the fish spew him up on the dry land, as they say? 

Did Samson’s whole strength lie all in his hair? 

Or are these the products of the champion liar? 

Don’t you think that a God who’d inspire such stuff 

Should be treated with scorn? And would that be 
enough ? 


Don’t you know that all over this land of the free 
Still the followers of Jesus do never agree 

If Jesus, as claimed, was the son of a God, 

Or the son of a ghost, or the son of a prod. ? 

What religion we hav we got from the Jew, 

Then why not consider that they probably knew, 
Would a God set a trap to catch innocent man? 
Did he murder his son? Was there no other plan? 


If this all-wise being had even half sense, 

Would he hav placed temptation inside the fence? 
Do you think that the devil is God’s hired-man? 
That he gets pay for all the dirt he can plan? 

If not, then why doesn’t God banish the cuss? 
And commence all anew, and stop all this fuss? 
Is God omnipresent? If so, he is in hell. 

Will some one who knows please rise up and tell? 


Who was it advised the Hebrews to borrow 

The Egyptians’ jewels and leave on the morrow? 
Who was it that told old Adam the lie 

That the day he ate of the fruit he should die? 
Who was it who drowned everything in the land, 
Save those in the ark? And is it not grand? 
Was it the fault of the beasts and also of man 
That God should utterly fail in his plan? 


Who was it that cursed the land for our sake? 
Who was it who made the devil and snake? 


| Who was it who gave the devil his power? ° 


And is not the devil this God’s right bower? 

If a man reads this book and uses his brain 
Can’t he tell why so many saints (?) are insane? 
Can you show me a place in this filthy old book 
Where the devil’s disgraced by word or by look? 


In a cértain old adage, I think you will find 

That ‘‘ birds of a feather will go with their kind;” 

Don’t the churches take in anyone who’ll apply— 
Thieves, robbers, or cutthroats? Now, is this a lie? 
Don’t you think where these all meet on a level 

Would be a disgrace to a half-decent devil? 

Are the church people honest? Do they all pay their 


dues? : 
Please examin them all as a class, if you choose. 


Is mankind any better for believing a lie? 
Does a three-headed God inhabit the sky? 
The myths of the Bible why not lay aside? 
Why not consider all miracles ‘‘ snide?” 
Why not be a man; and acknowledge at once 
Such teaching as that will do for a dunce? 
Then why should mankind place any reliance 
In any religion that conflicts with science? 


KLAXTA CumrToux. 
ae 


The Church and Temperance—One Instance. 


One of the most congenial men I ever knew was 
the late Hon. Charles S. Wolfe. With his nervous, 
irritable, restless disposition he was an exact coun- 
terpart of Horace Greeley. In home and social 
life Mr. Wolfe was honest, industrious, courteous— 
an ideal man. His political aspirations ran away 
with his better judgment. He knew no bounds. 
He did not stop until the famous Pittsburg thieves 
were brought up before the Pennsylvania legisla- 
ture and convicted. But all this has been recorded 
in history fifteen years ago. It is said that Ex- 
Secretary of War Cameron and his followers were 
opposed to Wolfe in his wholesale slaughter, and to 
show the overwhelming influence of those men the 
pardon beard met the very next day and pardoned 
the thieves. 

That is the political history of Charles S. Wolfe, 
so far as the Republican ‘party is concerned. He 
openly confessed that he did not like “the past 
history of the Democratic party or the present 
doings of the Republican party.” 

Mr. Wolfe was a Christian; the people as a body 
admired him; the church began to boom him for 


He threw his whole soul into the canvass, and he 
did not hav the least idea that God’s people would 
be so cruel as a political party, especially since the 
church had pledged itself to him irrespectiv of 
former political faith. 

He honestly believed the church would practice 
what it preached, and he would be elected. 

One morning a few days before the election I 
met Mr. Wolfe in his nativ town. We had known 
each other for years, and this being the case, he dd 
not hesitate to talk with me in glowing terms of 
the temperance party and the people who would 
vote for the cause, of their purity, honesty, etc. 

« Well, Charley,” said I, “I admire you and the 
temperance cause, but you hav a heavy load to 
carry.” 

“« And what is that load ?” inquired the quick and 
nervous Mr. Wolfe. . 

« Why, sir, you hav the church to burden 
you.” 

Patting me on the back, he said: 

“Young man, the church will stand by me in the 
cause of temperance. They dare not desert the 
cause and hav any claim on Christianity.” 

The election passed off, and while Mr. Wolfe ran 
somewhat ahead of the ticket, the whole was one of 
the worst defeats that party ever knew. I never 
saw Mr. Wolfe after that. Only a short time before 
his death I read the following interview in the 
Philadelphia Zimes, Mr. Wolfe speaking of church- 
members who had sold themselvs to the devil: 

“ And if this state of affairs continues until after 
Iam dead and buried in yonder cemetery, I want 
one word carved upon my tombstone, and that 
word is ‘Deserted ’—so that when the stranger 
pauses beside my resting-place and inquires what it 
means he shall be told that there lies a man who 
entered the political arena, and when comparativly 
young gave the best of his time, talent, and work to 
the great cause of honest reforms in their behalf; 
and that when he rose to a certain point, and had 
accomplished more than he or his friends had ever 
reasonably expected for the purification of his party 
and the good of the people of the entire common- 
wealth, he was ‘deserted’ by the people he had 
championed ; he was ‘deserted’ by the friends he 
counted on standing by him in the battle for re- 
form; he was ‘deserted’ by the Christian church 
and its members in his martyrdom for the right.” 

Despised by his old party (Republican), deserted 
by the church, the Democrats afraid of him, Charles 
S. Wolfe, among the brightest men this state ever 
knew, died a political wanderer. And now, when 
I look in through the open doorways of churches 
and hear ministers pleading for money to put down 
the evil of drink, and when I hear the money drop- 
ping into the churches’ coffers, I am tempted to 
ery out: “Stop thief! Police! Police!” 

Watsontown, Pa. J. Warp Denr. 


Lectures and Meetings. 
J. E. Remspore has sent the following list of appoint- 
ments for Illinois and Indiana: 
Jacksonville, Ill. Aug. 12|Pleasant Lake,Ind. Aug. 21 


Jerseyville, re «18 | Logansport, a?) 
Mt. Vernon, ‘* ‘* 14| Wadena, EE 298 
New Harmony, Ind. ‘‘ 15;Arrowsmith, Il. ‘* 24 
Washington, ‘‘ ‘‘ 16|Henry, fe SE 25 
Petersburg, fe $6 17,18) Wataga, fe 6 26,27 
Spiceland, ‘ef 19 Ohio, Bos Ah BR 
Bluffton, cee 20 


He will lecture in Michigan during September. 

Joun R. CHARLESWoORTE has just delivered a success- 
ful course of lectures in Delphos, O. During his visit in 
that town, a branch organization of the Freethought Fed- 
eration was inaugurated. The society has started out 
with forty members, among whom are quite a number of 
ladies. A Freethought library will be established for 
the use of its members. Friends having books they 
could donate may send them to the secretary, by whom 
they willbe gladly received. The society has good 
prospects before it, and they will send a large dele- 
gation to the International Congress. The officers elect 
are as follows: President, Louis Eysenbach ; vice- 
president, Mrs. H. H. Brundage; secretary, B. A. 
Roloson; treasurer, Jos. Roth. 


How to Help The Truth Seeker. 


1, When renewing get a friend to subscribe and thus 
save a half dollar apiece. 

2. Get your newsdealer to display it on his stand or in 
his shop window. Be sure that he displays the pictures. 

3. Get your newsdealer to keep in stock one or more 
copies, with your guarantee to take off his hands at the 
end of the week any that remain unsold. If he exhibits 
them the pictures alone will sell them. 

4, Take a few extra copies and circulate them among 
our acquaintances. On your request, we will send you 
ack-number sample copies free. 

5. Leave a copy occasionally where it will be picked up 
—in the train, in the factory, in the meeting-room, in the 
cigar store, inthe barber-shop. Leave it picture-side up. 

6. Keepin your pocket some of our qheap tracts and 
when convenient hand one to a friend. 7 

7. Get a new subscriber by persuading some friend to 


governor of the state on the Prohibition ticket. " take it. 
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Detters of Friends. 


An Untirable Missionary. 
Wexpsport, N. Y., July 26, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: My subscription for your 
valuable paper has expired. I will not do 
without it—I cannot do without it. In- 
closed find $3 to pay for the best paper in 
the world another year. I hav tried in 
vain to get: some subscribers. But I will 
keep on trying. Yours for truth, 
Wm. SLAUSON. 


Hail to an Agnostic Society. 

Ware Oars, N. M., July 21, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: Please find herein inclosed 
#8, for which you will please send me THE 
TRUTH SEEKER. There are but two Liberal 
publications taken at this place—Jnde- 
pendent Pulpit and Boston Investigator. 
Liberals arein the majority here by far, 
though but few are very pronounced in 
their views. We are on the eve of organ- 
izing an Agnostic society. I think we can 
organize with a membership of about one 
hundred to begin with. That will be con- 
siderably in excess of actual church mem- 

bership. Yours truly, P. S. Tarr. 


Expeets Much of That Book. 
GREENSBURG, IND., July 24, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find order for $6, 
with which to renew my subscription for 
Taz TRUTH SEEKER and also to pay for 
vour publications for 1893 in The Truth 
eeker Library. I wish also to subscribe 
«Mr. Putnam’s book, ‘‘ Four Hundred 
ears of Freethought.” I shall look for- 
- ard to that book with great interest, ex- 
ecting it to equal in brilliancy the life of 
Kendell Phillips, written by Carlos Mar- 
tyn. If so, its reading will be grand en- 
tertainment for my old age. I am nearly 
seventy-four years old, and am well 
pleased with Tae TRUTH SEEKER. 
W. H. Pownrr. 


The Rival Missionaries. 

De Rurrer, N. Y., July 25, 1898. 
Mr. Eprror: Do you know that some 
valiant Christian is doing missionary work 
among Tue TRUTH SEEKER contributors? 
Since my brief letter some weeks since I 
hav received tracts from religious seed- 
sowers. How would they like it, I won- 
der, should some ungodly Infidel send 
skeptical leaflets to the ivnocent little con- 
tributors of Sunday-school papers? One 
can almost hear the howl of indignation 
that would go up from such turning of their 
own weapons upon them. I will not even 
suggest that some wealthy Freethinker 
thus use some of his time and means, yet 
it might lead a few of the lambkins to 

light. W. W. Ames, 


The Freethinker’s Badge. 
Miu Orry, PA., July 28, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: Please send me ‘‘ Crimes 
of Preachers,” and oblige. I hav the 
badge I sent for, and I am not ashamed to 
wear it. Quitea number of persons hav 
stepped up to me and asked me what it 
meant. I tell them to read it. One said, 
‘I never hay seen one like it.” He did 
not know what it meant. I told him that 
he did not keep himself posted. Another 
asked me where we held our meetings. I 
told him all over the world, and that our 
lodge was increasing faster than all other 
lodges combined, and that we would scoop 
up all the rest. He was a pilot. He 
walked away and said nothing. 

So, long may the banner of Freethought 
wave over the land of the free and the 
home of the brave. Wm. Owen. 


Robbery and Religion. 
Sr. Josern, Mo., July 20, 1898. 
Mr. Eprror: I hope this little outburst 
will be considered worthy of a place in the 
best paper in the universe. ae 
JAY GOULD’s ff MEMORIAL CHURCH.” 


‘ Let those who will, and can, rear for this 
wonderful man 


A stone, 
Fit emblem it would be of the flinty heart 
which he 
Held alone. 


‘But why a palace church raise, to sound 
peans of praise 


To God? 
Then carve upon its altar cross-bones and 
hangman’s hglter 
For Gould. 


And in the center overhead, in memory of 


the dead, 


Grab-hooks 
Holding U. P. securities, and, with count- 
less superfiuities, 
_Bank-books. 
Then to woo back his spirit, ye who his 
wealth inherit, 
Giv bond, 


To erect a massiv golden bell, to be heard 
in heaven or hell, 
*T will come. - 
Such music, I must insist, Jay’s spirit 
could ne’er resist, 
Not much. 


His heaven, my fancy paints, would be to 
“ corner ” all the saints, 
First touch. 
And he’d ne’er relax his hold, till they 
were ransomed with pure gold, 
Or equivalent. 
Such a grasping nature here, will be found 
most surely there 
Still prevalent. 
Yet, I’ve pity for poor (?) Jay Gould, he’d 
been different if he could— 
“ Had to.” 
Environment made him thus, as it does 
the best of us, 
Bad too. 


I’m not sure but every man does the very 
best he can, 
Hav charity. 
We may evolve to deal with others as 
though they were our brothers, 
Now rarity. 
Tn that happy time to come, with no ‘‘ Re- 
bellion, Rome, or Rum,” 
All peace, 
Wars of Christian subjugation will hav 
had their consummation 
And cease. 
Then for fear of retrogression, I hope the 
long procession 
Will stop. 
Let Gabriel blow his horn, come the res- 


urrection morn, 
All ‘*kerfiop.” 


An Efficient Worker and Pointed Talker. 
Crayon, O., Apr. 27, E.M. 293. 

Mr. Eptror: After an interval of two 
years, I shall again contribute a letter to 
the columns of a journal whose peer is not 
to be found on this side of the ‘‘mystic 
beyond ’—viz., the grand old TRUTH 
Suexter. Iam conscientious in this state- 
ment, it being justified by an experience 
of nine years with the paper and its vari- 
ous publications. In all these years I hav 
been a constant worker for the -cause of 
Liberalism by using it as a missionary 
document among my associates, and pre- 
senting its principles to the saint. and 
sinner, as well as the sky-pilot himself, in 
a way that I feel that good has been ac- 
complished. ° 

Ilook upon the closing of the World’s 
Fair on Sunday as a calamity, short of ri- 
diculous, to the natural rights and moral 
impulses of the American people, as well 
as those of the entire world. Itis an act 
looking to the interests of the churches, 
saloons, and other immoral places of Chi- 
cago, and sanctioned by the devotees of 
superstition and priestly bigotry through- 
out the world. 

There is quite a number of Freethinkers 
in this part of the country, among which 
myself and a few others are the only out- 
spoken ones. The rest, on account of 
their vocation in life and social surround- 
ings, hav submitted to Mrs. Grundy. 

During a protracted meeting in one of 
our Villages this winter, the minister took 
the liberty to misrepresent science and 
history in regard to his religion, when 
one of our reputable citizens, who is an 
ardent Liberal, took exceptions to it, and 
wrote him a letter. This caused a couple 
of exchanges between the two on the 
subject, until our Liberal friend gave him 
the ultimatum in a mammoth missiv 
which contained such an array of histor- 
ical facts, science, and logic that the man 
of God was completely knocked out. He 
sought to vindicate himself and appease 
his pious anger by hurling from his pul- 
pit the most unbecoming epithets that his 
regenerated mind could conceive of, thus 
receiving the censure of his own flock and 
the contempt of fair-minded people.. This 
has agitated thought on the question and 
ultimate good will be the result. 

Some of our ministers speak of Free- 
thinkers as ‘‘narrow-minded Infidels.” 
Is not thisa shame when we think of such 
intellectual giants as Col. R. G. Inger- 
soll, S. P. Putnam, and many others? 
Who but a dishonest, devising priest or 
sky-pilot could utter such an absurdity as 
this? For my part, I am not so in pursuit 
of anything at the hands of-Christians, or 
any popular craze that, by chance, might 


, be thrust upon the people, but that I can 


without a doubt found the missing link, 
the ape-man, that long-sought personage 
that has so long baffled the skill of our 
greatest men. 
hav copied from the Western Christian 


is unmistakable proof. 


headed thus: ‘‘The Mistakes of Ingersoll 


Boston, has the following to say concern- 
ing America’s foremost skeptic: ‘‘I hav 
heard of a man traveling around the coun- 


would be interesting to hear a military 
leader and legislator like Moses, the man 


face of the enemy, subsequently turning 
his attention to managing swindling 


was? said he. 


proclaim the principles of THz TRUTH 
SEEKER wherever I go and still be suc- 
cessful in my legitimate requirements. I 
hav no aspirations for the future with 
respect to fame or fortune that would. 
cause me to be a mental slave or advocate 
principles that conflict with my better 
judgment. Therefore I shall ever be 
found, bold and fearless, working for the 
cause of humanity and the destruction of 
superstition. ; 

I herewith send you a renewal of my 
own subscription, together with a couple 
of new ones, and will say in conclusion, 
may the grand old TRUTH SEEKER and its 
principles ultimately prevail. 

ELMER MILLER. 


Oft-refnted Slanders. 
La Ming, Mo , July 28, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: I wish to inform you and 
the readers of the best paper on the globe, 
Tue TRUTH Szexre, that I hav recently 
made a very important discovery. I hav 


The eminent divines cannot locate the 
place. se 

Only see what the new version has . 
done with the word—reduced it from the 
twenty-fourth time of its occurring in the 
New Testament to twelve, and in the Old 
from thirty-two to thirteen. I think that 
any thoughtful reader—and he need not 
be a Hebrew or a Greek scholar—cannot 
help seeing a great significance in the 
change. 

So you see Freethought and reason are 
making rapid progress among the people, 
with TuE TRUTH SEEKER as a pioneer. 

A neighbor, a Methodist, after reading 
the new version said she did not like the 
new Bible at all—now they had taken hell 
out of the Bible, the next thing they would 
do would be to take heaven out, then there 
would be no Bible left. 

The mountebank Talmage, at a meeting 
at Monona lake last week, said that Vol- 
taire on his death-bed sent for a priest, so 
that he could be reconciled to the church 
before he died, and that great terror fell 
upon him; that he made the place all 
around him so dismal that the nurse de- 
clared that she would not for all the wealth 
of Europe see another Infidel die. Is that 
account true, or did Talmage tell a lie? I 
hav to fight this thing, and wish to be 
posted as to the truth or falsehood of the 
assertion. I hav always thought that Vol- 
taire was an extraordinary character, who 
exerted his powerful talents to promote 
the cause of freedom, humanity, and rea- — 
son; that he was a Freethinker, and that — 
was the reason they called him an Infidel. 
There are many such—‘‘O Father Abra- 
ham,” what will not these Christians resort 
to, to defame a good man’s character? 

The Jesuit priest wished to bring Vol- 
taire to acknowledge the divine nature of 
Jesus Christ, and shouted in his ear, ‘‘Do 
you believe the divini y of Jesus Christ?” 
“In the name of God, sir, speak to me no 
more of that man, but let me die in 
peace.” 

Few men ever existed whose lives hav 
been honored by more conspicuous worth. 

S. R. THORNE. 

[The death of Voltaire and other prom- 
inent Infidels is described in the pamphlet, 
t“ Infidel Death-beds,” advertised in this 
paper.—Ep. T. 8. i 


In proof of my statement I 


Union the following article, which I think 
The article is 


on the Inspiration of the Bible.” H. L. 
Hastings, the eminent author-publisher of 


try showing up the mistakes of Moses—it 


of God, who after he was eighty years old 
commanded for forty years an army of six 
hundred thousand men, emancipating, or- 
ganizing, and giving laws to a nation which 
has maintained its existence for more 
than thirty stormy centuries, giv his 
candid opinion concerning the mistakes of 
a colonel of cavalry whose military career 
is said to hav included a single engage- 
ment, in which he was chased into a hog- 
yard and surrendered to a boy of sixteen, 
after which as soon as exchanged he he- 
roically resigned his commission in the 


whisky rings, discussing theology, defend. 
ing scoundrels, blaspheming God, and 
criticising dead men who cannot answer 
him.” Thus ends the article. There are 
plenty of damned fools that will read such 
nonsense as is contained in said article 
and tell you that Ingersoll has been an. 
swered. They. never ‘read a line of Mr. 
Ingersoll’s works, and if they did they 
havn’t got brain enough to understand 
him. : 

Now, I want to ask the readers of Tux 
TRUTH SEEKER if they think it necessary 
to go back to the dug-out to produce the 
ape-man. 

Mr. Editor, please find inclosed a list of 
names of Liberals I wish you to send 
sample copies to. A. J. BRIGGS. 


An Attempt at Socialism. 
Srvatos, Mex., July-15, 1893. 

Mr. Eprtor: J will write a few lines to- 
day, for there are a great many of your 
readers anxious to hear from this place. 
About thirty-one colonists left in disgust 
on the last boat about ten days ago, and 
there are some thirty or forty more in- 
tending to leave as soon as they can get 
away. The people leaving are going 
away because they dislike the way it is 
managed. The men worked hard here, 
expecting when a crop would be raised 
that it would be sold and the money used 
to buy groceries and clothing, as we hav 
had but little of the former and none of 
the latter for the past two or three years; 
but instead Owen came down here and 
domineered everything. He was dead 
broke when he got here, and has had to 
pay some fines, so I hav been told; and he 
has kept a Mexican officer to guard him, 
not because his life was in danger, how- 
ever, but for show; and the money has all 
been used up. Men are ragged and chil- 
dren too, and hav not one cent for 
groceries. The Credit Foncier store has 
dwindled down to seven boxes of matches, 
one pocket-handkerchief, three cakes of 
soap, fifty packages of cigarets, and a 
few carrots, beats, and tomatoes.- They 
charge cash for everything nearly, except 
carrots, beats, and tomatoes. The 
governor is here now, and Mexican judges, 
and what will be the outcome I cannot tell: 
as yet. Hoffman and Fluerschem organ- 
ized the kickers and they seem to be get- 
ting along all right, but Oweu swears he 
will drive them out. 

For the last month Owen and Wilbur 
hay been making constitutions and 
by-laws. I think they will. be through in 
a month or six weeks, and then I will write . 
again. 

At this writing the Credit Foncier com- 
pany is entirely out of flour, meat, 
sugar, and cash. Owen was unable to 
bring a supply down with him, while 
Hoftman brought the kickers a good 
supply. As these goods were shipped in. 


Bell. 
New Yorks, N. Y., July 30, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: One of the blatherskites, 
Rev. E. Hathaway, held forth in his church 
the other evening on the situation of hell, 
Who could tell where the place of hell 
It may not be pleasant to 
contemplate, but some unpleasant things 
command our attention and require con- 
sideration. The Christian church has for 
a leading teaching the dogma of an endless 
hell—torments in the future world—and 
made belief in it the test of membership. 
Can this be true, that they cannot tell 
where it is after preaching about it for 
these many years? True, enlightened rea- 
son is against the doctrin of a hell and the 
government of a wise and just God. All 
the finer feelings of the human soul are 
against it. How different is this word 
“hell” from what it was a century ago— 
yes, a half a century. Hell or no hell is 
the question that will confront the Pres- 
byterians’ general assembly on their meet- 
ing at Washington. 

We believe in our Ingersoll, who takes 
up the word ‘thell” as it has been 
used by ministers and finding it on the 
pages of the Bible, believes it a lie— 
that the Bible teaching is a libel on the 
character of the ¢reator. i 
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the name of the Credit Foncier company, 
Owen stopped them at the custom-house 
in order, he said, to show Hoffman that 
he, Hoffman, had no power in Mexico. 
Mr. Hoffman was able in a day or two to 
deliver the goods to the rightful owners. 
Nothing has been done on the railroad 
yet, but I believe Mr. Owen intends 
building it next month. That is what: he 
says. There has been much lying done 
through the columns of the paper printed 
here. From forty acres of potatoes they 
sold for cash $644 worth instead of 
$50,000 worth. They hay-never cut a bit 
of alfalfa hay, and will not for some time. 
They hav no saw-mill. It played out two 
years ago. There is no school here. We 
liv in brush houses and tents yet. The 


company has no dairy. They milk four-, 


teen cows and get no more than six or 
eight quarts of milk. The company owns 
no hogs. They did own one, but after 
keeping it six months Mr. Law, farm 
director, concluded thatit did not pay to 
keep hogs, so he sold it for $3. These are 
facts. We hay lots of vegetables. 
A. BUTTERFIELD. 


Our Reply Is, Conversion Is Not Hyp- 
notism. 
ALBIA, Ia., July 24, 1893. 

Mx. Eprror: When the ignorant who 
claim to hav experienced the influencé of 
that mysterious member of the ‘‘ God- 
head ” called the ‘‘Holy Ghost” come to 
investigate the matter thoroughly they 
will hav to admit that they were under the 
influence of hypnotism. 

My young readers may not know what 
I mean by the term hypnotism. It is the 
same as mesmerism. It is the power that 
one person has over another to induce 
sleepiness and lack of will power. 
` When hypnotism becomes better under- 
stood there will be more pity for the poor 
girl who has been brought to disgrace by 
the influence of some young rascal who 
gets her in his power. 

Many. may read this who do not believe 
anyone can hay such influences over 
another as I am about to relate. I can 
furnish abundant proof if necessary. 

A man came to our town who claimed 
he could hypnotize people and make them 
do as he pleased. I did not believe he 
could; but he took a schoolmate of mine, 
who was temperate, honest, and a model 
young man, and after rubbing his head and 
drawing his attention by counting his 
pulse he made him imagin he was drunk, 
and he would stagger like a drunkard. 
He told him he was freezing, and the boy 
held his hands up before an imaginary 
stove and rubbed them and shivered 
until his teeth rattled. He then told him 
that he was too warm, that he was burning 
up, and the boy took off his coat and vest 
and was commencing to take off his pants 
when the performer snapped his fingers in 
his face and told him to awaken, and he 
did and he felt sold to find himself nearly 
undressed before a house full of people. 

I am a teacher in the country school. 
This man took one of my pupils whom I 
know to be an exceptionally strong- 
minded and self-willed boy, and after 
putting him under the influence of hyp- 
notism he gave him a large onion and told 
him it was an apple. The boy ate it be- 
fore a large crowd of people who will all 
testify that he acted as if he relished 
the imagined apple. He put a dirty- 
faced boy beside him and told him 
he was in a buggy beside his girl, 
and the boy put his arm around his 
imagined sweetheart and held the lines in 
his other hand and drove the horses in a 
peculiar way that his father had of taking 
when driving a team. I asked the boys if 
they knew what they were doing. They 
said they did, but could not help doing as 
the man told them. 

Now, I hav related a story to which I 
can furnish fifty sworn testimonies that it 
is true, and the Christian people who wit- 
nessed it thought the man was in league 
with Satan. ` 

I wish to relate another story and then 
I wish to ask you a question. There was 
a Methodist revival near my home which 
closed a few weeks ago. I attended pretty 
regularly to discover, if I could, what to 
attribute this feeling that Christians ex- 
perience to.. They had not much success 
for a long time until a young girl and an 
old lady'got to rucbing people’s heads, 


and praying until you could hear them a 
quarter of a mile away; and they created 
quite an excitement and drove the devil 
clear out of town, unless perhaps there 
was a small devil left in my heart. I had 
an experience that I did not intend to 
relate here, but for the sake of showing 
you how I make the preacher responsible 
for my soul I will tell you. The preacher 
came and laid his hand on my shoulder 
and said: ‘‘ Friend Lanning, I hear you 
are an Infidel. Ifyou can tell me you are 
not I want to ask you a question or two, 
but if you are I do not wish to talk to 
you.” I replied, ‘‘Do you think an In- 
fidel has no soul to save?” He said, ‘A 
man who denies the Bible is damned. Do 
you believe the truths of divine inspira- 
tion?” I replied: “I will answer that by 
asking you the same question. Do you 
believe all the Bible?” He answered: 
‘“ Most certainly I do.” ‘‘Do you,” I 
asked, ‘‘ think Christ meant it when he 
promised you everything you should 
ask in his name?” He said he did. 
“Then,” I replied, “I ask you to pray 
for my conversion, and I want you to ask 
your congregation to do likewise, and if 
you are believers your prayers must be 
answered. I want to be prayed for to- 
night, and if your prayers are answered 
I will join this church to-morrow night; 
and I will think if I am not converted and 
made to believe as you do that you are not 
of the number to whom Christ gave his 
promis.” Hewas cornered. He said he 
would do all he could for me and would 
ask his congregation to assist him. I re- 
mained at home the next evening, and 
went the next. I never was asked how I 
felt, and all that preacher ever tried to do 
for me was to report to his congregation 
that Iam an Infidel, hopelessly damned. 
But to my story. There was in that 
congregation a young man who had been 
converted, but by having some trouble 
with a young lady who would not allow 
him to escort her to and from the Ep- 
worth League, he had fallen from grace. 
He was anxious to get out of his ‘ awful 
and undue” condition, and after allowing 
his elderly sister to rub his head and pray 
and ‘‘ pow-wow ” over him he went off into 
a trance, or, as the Christians said, he was 
so stubborn that God was obliged to take 
away his reason in order to allow the Holy 
Ghost to enter his heart. He isa school- 
teacher, and a very strong-minded man, 
and I hay never known him to be dis- 
honest. Now for my question: Is con- 
version the same as hypnotism? or did I 
in these cases see the workings of good 
and evil spirits? S. J. LANNING. 
P. S.—If you don’t want to insult your 
Christian friends, don’t tell them con- 
version can all be attributed to natural 
Causes. S. J. L. 


Mental or Industrial Freedom First? 
Grand Moonp, Ia., July 24, 1898. 

Mr. Epor: Your attempt to prove 
the proposition that ‘‘Mental freedom 
must come before industrial or economic 
reform will be more than a temporary 
hope and illusion,” is before me. And 
notwithstanding you say, *‘The proposi- 
tion is self-evident,” you hav failed 
utterly to prove even one side of it. To 
the superficial thinker and observer, I 
hav no doubt the truth or falsity of the 
statement will appear of very little mo- 
ment or account, yet nevertheless it is of 
vital importance to the individual, society, 
and the nation, under existing conditions. 
Of course the ‘‘bistory of Christianity 
proves that” some members of the Chris- 
tian organization, notably its priests and 
church dignitaries, hav figured as the 
partners, or pals, of the state—UncleSam— 
and hav ‘‘held back the world in every 
reform as well as every science.” But it 
is the ‘‘taxing machine,” and the privi- 
leged class, that are the real culprits. 
Under the name of law (but really in op- 
position to our fundamental law) our 
government officials virtually ‘‘ steal us 
blind,” and divide the ‘‘swag” with the 
bullionists, bankers, and church digni- 
taries. Hence, Voltaire, Paine, and their 
compeers Clearly saw that while the peo- 
ple were in physical, or industrial slavery, 
their mental faculties were impaired, their 
spirit of independence void, in short, 


they had no just conception of their natu- 


ral or legal rights; but were just in that 
abject, servil condition to be victimized 


by the religious propagandist. Hence, 
they, and nearly all of the old guard of 
Liberalism previous to the Rebellion, de- 
manded physical or industrial liberty— 
freedom from the law, which imposes a 
tax to support a privileged class. ‘‘ Free 
trade and sailors’ rights, equal rights and 
privileges, and equality before the law.” 
and not ‘‘ mental liberty,” was the issue— 
the rallying-cry of the fathers of the re- 
public previous to and during the war of 
the Revolution, and the issue was fought 
out and fairly won. But the Tory ele- 
ment in America, led on by Hamilton, 
did not believe in equal rights and privi- 
leges. They were the class of citizens 
who were living an indolent life upon 
privileges granted by. the tyrannical laws 
of England—the mother country—and 
scouted the idea that the people were ca- 
pable of establishing a government by the 
consent of the governed: They were op- 
posed to a separation from England, 
fought the idea of organizing a democracy 
from its inception; hence, as soon as ‘‘our 
bugles sang truce,” and peace was de- 
clared, they began scheming to inaugu- 
rate measures to subvert the principles of 
the Constitution. Hamilton voiced the 
sentiments of the Tory element—the priv- 
ileged classes of his time—when he boldly 
and often declared ‘‘the Consiitution a 
thing of nothing, which must be changed,” 
and ‘the rich and well born” (whatever 
that is) ‘‘should rule and govern the peo- 
ple.” With these sentiments in view said 
element procured the most important 
cabinet position in the gift of the presi- 
dent, the chief magistrate of the nation; 
for their leader, Hamilton. Through in- 
trigue, deceit, and treachery he, aided by 
his pals, the priests, bankers, and bullion- 
ists, succeeded in bulldozing Congress 
into adopting England’s monetary system, 
as the fiscal policy of the young republic 
—a system which for thievery and down- 
right robbery by so-called law not only 
“takes the cake,” and beats the chattel 
slave code two to one, but is in direct vio- 
Jation of the supreme law of our nation, 
the sacred compact entered into by the 
fathers, after they had fairly won on the 
issue of equal rights and privileges. There 
are positivly no two opinions among in- 
telligent, unprejudiced thinkers, who hay 
taken time to investigate this damnable 
and inhuman system; they all agree. 

To sum it up in a few words, strip it of 
its verbiage—the system consists in first 
creating by so-called law a fraudulent, 
perpetual public debt called gold and sil- 
ver money. Thén, in order to compel or 
force the people to redeem or float this 
debt, our agent, Congress, enacts a law 
making it a legal tender for all debts and 
taxes. But the iniquity of this system 
does not end here. 

The bankers and bullionists, who from 
the dawn of so-called civilized govern- 
ments hay held a strict corner on or mo- 
nopoly of the material or substance upon 
which this debt is coined, stamped, or 
printed, procured the passage of a law by 
which they may loan their money (which 
they obtained asa gratuity) to the govern- 
ment, and thus tax every legitimate indus- 
try to pay usury, interest, or tribute to 
them. 

During the struggle to perpetuate chattel 
slavery, this fraudulent perpetual public 
debt (gold and silver money) culminated 
in a fraudulent bonded debt; and the 
monied oligarchy, the usurers, or privi- 
leged classes, in order to rob all of their 
own class who operated in silver, and also 
to make the bonded debt perpetual, pre- 
vailed with Congress to pass a law allow- 
ing the holders of all obligations to repu- 
diate money stamped on silver if pre- 
sented or tendered in sums above $5. 

Now, this act of Congress, together with 
the act which allowed the bondholders to 
repudiate all of the greenbacks except 
sixty millions of dollars, is downright 
robbery of the masses to enrich the 
classes, and was denounced at the time in 
and out of Congress, by both Republicans 
and Democrats. In fact, the financial 
policy was inaugurated by the Tory ele- 
ment during Washington’s first adminis- 
tration, and which was persisted in by the 
proslavery element in the North during 
the Rebellion, the spirit and intent of 
whom was well represented and made 
manifest by the ‘‘ respectable mob” who 
treated Garrison to a coat of tar and 


feathers and nearly murdered him ott- 
right to put down the antislavery move~' 
ment. But when they learned that the 
question would not down, thatit was an 
‘irrepressible conflict,” this element 
joined the Republican party, not to abol- 
ish slavery, but in fact to force the same . 
political issue forced upon the colonies 
by the tyrannical laws of England—in- 
augurate a worse system than chattel 
slavery. ‘‘The times that try men’s 
souls” are upon us once more. 

And now, inasmuch as THe TRUTH 
SEEKER is familiar with ‘‘the ways that 
are dark and tricks that are vain” em- 
ployed by the ubiquitous trio, the bank- 
ers, Uncle Sam, and the clergy, who 
constitute the chief factors in the great 
confidence game called government, it is 
surprising to ‘‘We, Us & company” that 
it should ignore the strongest, and con- 
centrate its fire upon the weakest mem- 
ber of the syndicate, and thus change the 
issue from a reformation of our robber 
laws, which would giv us industrial and 
physical liberty, to a demand for ‘‘ mental 
freedom,” thus ‘‘putting de cart befo’ 
de anemule.” In its efforts to extricate 
itself from the dilemma of assuming an 
untenable position Taz TRUTH SEFEKER 
assumes ‘‘ that slavery is abolished ” and 
that we hav a ‘‘civilized world” which is 
“well out of the grasp of the church.” 
Upon a little reflection, I think the Editor 
is not serious in his assumptions; he wants 
to utilize his correspondents as the monkey 
did the cat’s paws. At any rate, neither of 
his propositions can be maintained fcr a mo- 
ment by an appeal to actual facts as they 
exist to-day. It is true that the slave code 
is repealed, and chattel slavery abolished; 
but it was not done until the aforesaid trio 
discovered there was a cheaper way to . 
secure the results of labor. Under the old 
regime, the master had to house, feed, 
olothe, and care for his chattel; but under 
this perpetual debt system, the laborers 
are actually compelled to work for noth- 
ing, and board, clothe, and furnish shel- 
ter for themselys, Civilized world, is it? 
Where will we go to find even a civilized 
nation? You can bet your bottom dollar, 
Eugene, that a civilized nation has never 
been seen. And if you think the ‘‘ world 
is well out of the grasp of the church,” 
you're destined, ‘‘my honey,” to be left 
inthe lurch. It is high time for all re- 
formers to know that stealing by law is 
much worse in its results on society than 
stealing in opposition to law. And as the 
law-making powers in all nations are con- 
stantly robbing Peter by law to pay to 
Paul, it is quite evident to all who hav 
any idea of equity in their make-up that 
there is no civilized nation extant. There 
are a few truly civilized men and women 
scattered throughout Uncle Sam’s broad 
domain, who do not want something for 
nothing and are laboring to abolish privi- 
leges and distinctions, and establish equal 
and exact justice to all—make our govern- 
ment what its founders (chief among 
whom were Paine and Jefferson) intended 
it should be, a civilized nation of freemen. 
Now, this noble band enjoy ‘‘ mental free- 
dom;” they are not ‘‘ held back by relig- 
ion, Christianity, or the church.” But 
they are held back and hampered in every 
conceivable way by the money-monyers. 
It is almost impossible to get the true 
reformatory issue embodied in the plat- 
form, at any county, state, or national 
convention. The ubiquitous usurer, and 
his sycophants and ward heelers, are sure 
to be on hand with some gag, or bone of 
contention, to prevent its adoption. 


In our present transition state, when the 
human animal is evoluting out of old 
ideas of law, government, morality, and 
religion, it is not ‘‘ well-read men” that 
are needed so much as civilized men— 
those who love the truth as well as seek it; 
and can lay aside all: prejudice, partisan 
spirit, and compare what they read with 
their experience and observation and 
know if they are reading the truth. 
Priestcraft and churchmen form simply an 
adjunct to our present system of robbery 
by so-called law, and are just as necessary 
to keep the people in subjection while the 
state and usurersrob them, as the military 
and police. Reform our financial system 
(legal-tender law), issue money that shall 
represent the expenses of the government 
instead of a gift to the banker. Such refor- 
mation will bring physical and industrial 
freedom to the producers and wage- 
workers and ‘‘ mental freedom ” will fol- 
low as naturally as the night follows the 
day. Au revoir, O. Durton, 
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@hildren’s Gorner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wrxon, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communica- 
tions for this Corner should be sent. 


“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
c When the night K beginning to dower 
ause in the day’s occupatio: 
That is known as the Ghildren'’s Hour.” 


Lake Sunapee. 


Once more, my muse! from rest of many a year, 
Come forth again and sing, as oft of yore: 
Now lead my step to where the crags appear 
Fn silent grandeur, by the rugged shore 
That skirts the margin of thy waters free, 
Lake of my mountain home, loved Sunapee! 


Meet invocation to the pregnant scene 
Where, long ere yet the white mau’s foot did 
roam, 
Strode wild and free the daring Algo -quin; 

And where, perchance, the stately Metacom 
Inspired his braves with that poetic strain 
Which cheered the Wampanoags, but cheered 

in vain. 


Clesr mountain mirror! who can tell but thou 
Hast borne the red man. in his light canoe, 
As fleetly on thy bosom as e’en now 
Thou bear’st the paleface o’er thy waters blue ? 
And who can tell but nature’s children then 
Were rich and happy as the mass of men? 


Sweet granit “ Katrine” of this mountain land! 
Oh, jewel set amid a scene so fair! 
Kearsarge, Ascutney, rise on either hand, 
While Grantham watches with a lover’s care, 
And our dark * Ben ”* to Croydon sends in glee 
A greeting o’er thy silvery breast, Lake Sunapee! 


How grand. upon a moonlit eve, to glide 

Upon thy waters, ’twixt the mountains high, 
And gaze, within thy azure crystal tide, 

Ou trembling shadows of the earth and sky; 
While all is silent save when trusty oar 
Awakes an echo from thy slumbering shore. 


Oh, lovely lake, I would commune with thee! 
For in thy presence uaught of ill is found; 
That cares whith wed the weary world to me 
Mav cease to harass with their carking round. 
And I awhile ’midst Nature’s grandeur stand, 
On mount of rapture ’twixt the sea and land. 


Thy past is curtaiaed by as deep a veil 
As shroud: the secrets which we may not reach; 
And then, ’twe e wisdim, when our quest doth 
fail, 
To read the lesson which thou now dost teach; 
And in thy face, on which we look to-day, 
See hopes to cheer us on our onward way. 


Roll on, sweet lake! and if perchance thy form 
Laves less of earth than floods of Western 
fame; 
Yet still we love thee, in the calm or storm, 
And call thee ours by many a kindly name. 
No patriot heart but loves the scenes that come 
O’er memory’s sea to breathe a tale of ** home.” 


And when the winter in its frozen thrall 
Binds up thy locks in braids of icy wreath, 
Forget we not thy cherished naue to call, 
In fitting shadow of the sleep of death! 
When golden rays shall o’er our rest still flee, 
As morning beams salute thy brow, sweet 
Sunapee! y 
Wirum C. 8roRoc. 
*“ Ben,” Gaelic for mountain. 
eee 


Sunapee, Lake and Village. . 


You may read and hear descriptions of 
certain localities, but really you never 
quite know a place till you see it. Your 
correspondent was prepared to behold a 
most romantic and attractiv spot up here 
among the granit hills, but the charms 
and beauty of this locality more than meet 
anticipation. 

Sunapee is twelve hundred feet above 
sea level—too near the stars for cholera— 
and the air is deliciously cool and fragrant 
with many woody odors, while bird- 
notes wild trill and echo far and near. 
The lake, bearing the same name, is a 
miracle of loveliness, seeming almost a 
twin to Loch Katrine in Scotland, so 
closely does it resemble that famous sheet 
of water. Three handsome steamers ply 
over the ten-mile reach of rippling, dimp- 
ling wavelets, that seem to be laughing 
and dancing in the glancing sunbeams, 
while the rugged bills and stretches of in- 
tervale loom, lessen, and glisten amid blue 
mists and many-changing lights. Many 
cottages and little pleasure resorts are 
dotted here and there amid the tall trees 
and beside gray rocks that stand in all 
sorts of fantastic shapes like so many 
nature-appoiuted guardians, There are 
little nooks with here and there a lonely 
cave, half concealed by underbrush, open- 
ings that show quaint lily ponds amid 
cool, luxuriant shadows, the magnetic 
odors of whose snow-white, queenly blos- 
soms invite one to the very edge of their 
moist and spongy bed. The lake is a liy- 
ing poem, throbbing with a thousand 


realities, awaking responsiv measures in f nine schoolhouses, and, of course, the 


the heart of every true nature-lover. It 
abounds with dainty fishes, very tempting 
to lovers of the piscatorial art, who hover 
about the green islets and near the inlets 
and coves of the charming lake. They 
find here not only the nativ trout, perch, 
pickerel, black bass, and other kinds to the 
water born, but, through the agency of the 
fish commission, they get also the rainbow 
trout from California, transplanted here, 
the blueback from the Rangely lakes, and 
the lochlaven imported from Scotlaud. 
Mr. Perley Bartlett is ever ready to escort 
the amateur fisherman to the charmed 
spots in the lake, and cousin James A. 
Wixon, from New Bedford, was a proud 
and happy man yesterday when he pulled 
in a lovely salmon weighing nearly eight 
pounds, besides other smaller creatures 
of the finny tribe. To-day he has gone 
in pursuit of the ‘‘better half” of that 
salmon. 

If the lake itself is a most bewitching 
and enchauting pleasure spot, so charming 
also is ite outlet, the dashing, rolling, rol- 
licking Sugar river, a veritable ‘‘laughing 
water,” tumbling joyously along, with 
many a foamy fall and graceful curve, 
babbling sweet, unceasing serenades, and 
merrily showing its power to speed the 
machinery of almost any manufactory that 
might be planted on its grassy edges. 

The mountains seem ever coaxing one to 
“come up higher,” and the climber can 
not be disappointed when he reaches the 
summit. The shaded, fern-bordered 
roads also extend invitations to forest at- 
tractions, where the modest wild flowers 
bloom and flourish in gay and gallant cos- 
tumes. Near the babbling brook is found 
the 


Flower in the crannied wall. 

I pluck you out of the crannies— 

Hold you here, root and all, in my hand, 
Little flower, but, if I could understand 
What you are, root and all, and all in all, 
I should know— 


well, something more of nature’s wonder- 
ful mysteries. 

There are many different kinds of wild 
blooms in the bosom of the forest and in 
the meadows and lowlands, among them 
the brilliant red lilies and showy cardinal 
flowers, making the marshes and water 
edges glow and gleam, 


As if some wounded eagle’s breast, 
Slow throbbing o’er the plain, 

Had left its airy path impressed 
In drops of scarlet rain. 


This wonderful and idyllic region pre- 
sents strong evidences of the great. pri- 
meval period when the glacial currents 
were moving downward to the sea. Here 
are the immense boulders, such as may be 
seen around Fall River, delicately poised 
rocking-stones, and many other curious 
rock formations to interest the student in 
geology. 

It is said, too, that choice crystals, 
staurolites, electric stones, garnets, etc., 
are here for those who choose to seek 
them. 

You hav heard, no doubt, of ‘* Blue 
Mountain park,” Austin Corbin’s great 
game preserve, but you did not know it 
lay in this locality. It does, however, and 
comprises twenty-six thousand acres, with 
a mountain, Croydon, three thousand feet 
above the sea. Here he keeps elk, buffalo, 
deer, moose, the wild hog, and other 
strange creatures. 

And running wild in the forest are 
foxes, rabbits, an occasional lynx, and 
other untamed animals. Last fall a deer 
was discovered in the wildwood and capt- 
ured—poor thing—by some wild-eyed 
hunter. Oh, who would be a deer, to be 
caught by some pursuing, covetous trap- 
per! Scholars, thinkers, people of wealth 
and culture, hav discovered this fair land 
of Sunapee, and are appropriating its 
choice beauty-spots, and no one blames 
them, for. if ever there was an earthly 


paradise this is certainly one; and the | 


cooling shades, the great, wonderful hills, 
the restful peace touching all things, 
would seem to heal all hurts. As Emer- 
son has said: 
A woodland walk, 

A quest of wilding grapes, a mockiog 

thrush, 
A wild rose or rock-loving columbine, 
Salve my worst wounds. 


The little gem of a town can boast of 


people must be well educated and intelli- 
gent. 

The Ben Mere Inn, where your cor- 
respondent finds rest and comfort, stands 
on an elevation overlooking that part of 
the lake known as Sunapee Harbor. It is 
kept by Mr. and Mrs. M. P. Courser, 
whose great pleasure is to entertain their 
many guests and make them happy and 
contented. 

It is quite certain to me that you will 
want to view this favored and enchanting 
spot. My heart went out to all my friends 
with a wish to hav them here when I saw 
the sun the other morning coming grandly 
up over the towering hills like a conquer- 
ing hero, with retinues of pink-panoplied 
soldiers, bearing as it were bright banners 
and flaming torches, showering a wealth 
of gold and silver upon the smiling lake, 
while the birds, enraptured with the scene, 
flung floods of melody in generous meas- 
ure upon the scented atmosphere, royally 
welcoming the dawning of a new day. 

Among the guests at the inn, and my 
neighbor at the table, is William Dean 
Howells, the author. Mr. Howells is as 
genial and companionable as are his well- 
known books; and although enjoying a 
vacation, he still writes a little every day. 
He is accompanied by his wife and lovely 
daughter. 

Next week there will be more about 


Sunapee. Until then, and always after, 
remember me as your friend. 
Sunapee, N. H. Ep. C. ©. 
M 
Correspondence. 


ANAHEIM, CAL., July 20, 1893. 

DEAR Liserat Fræ: This is my first 
letter to the Corner. I would like a cor- 
respondence. Iam twelve years old and 
in the seventh grade. My brothers are 
running a hay press. The country is full 
of sugar beets. They are going to hav 
a sugar factory here next year. I worked 
for six weeks on the beets this year. This 
is the first year they hav raised beets here. 
They are going to send their beets to 
Cheno this year. My father gave me a 
horse, saddle, and bridle, and says when I 
am twenty-one he will giv me twenty 
acres of land. I do not go to Sunday- 
school very much, because I liv so far from 
church. J liv about three miles south of 
Anaheim. I had a nice Fourth of July. 
We had a celebration at Santa Ana. I 
enjoyed myself finely riding in the ser 
and treating the girls to ice-cream an 
candy. I do not take THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
but I would like to, because I like to read 
the children’s letters, I very often go 
over to Mr. Martin’s and read it. They 
are our neighbors. 

Iam going camping on the beach next 
week. I think I will stay a month. 
would like to correspond with some 
Liberal. As this is my first letter I 
will close, hoping to see this in print, 
and try to do better next time. 

Your friend, ALLEN WHEATON. 


Port TownsEnD, Wasan., July. 27, 1898. 

Dear Miss Wrxon: I was very glad to 

see my first letter in print. This time I 
will write about Port Townsend. This 
city is situated in the northwestern part of 
Washington, on a fine harbor at the point 
where Puget sound unites with the Strait 
of Juan de Fuca, and is about ninety miles 
from the Pacific ocean. The chief busi- 
ness section is built on a beach; the 
schools and most of the private dwellings 
are on a bluff, overlooking Port Towns- 
end bay. This city is called the Key City, 
because it is the port of entry for the 
customs district of Puget sound. The re- 
sources are iron ore and limestone, forests 
of pine, spruce, and fir, and a large va- 
riety of fish. On clear davs we can see 
the Olympic mountains, Mt. Baker and 
Mt. Rainier, with their tops covered with 
snow. 
_ ‘The Indians make their living by dig- 
ging clams, making rugs, and fishing; 
they also row their canoes from one place 
to another selling their gouds. On the 
beach in summer the boys and girls go in 
wading, dig clams, hunt for seashells, and 
row their boats. : 

At the present time the government is 
building a quarantine station on Diamond 
point, and will soon build a new marine 
hospital. 

We hav vacation now for two months, 
and I expect to go out camping, but in- 
stead of atent we will hav a log cabin; 
and this log cabin will be twenty miles 
from Port Townsend in the center of 
forests, where we can pick all the wild 
blackberries we want. 

I was very glad to see the Connecticut 
blue laws in Tue TRUTH SEKKER. I hav 
been looking for them for over a year, and 
I could not find them. 

Your Liber 21 friend, 
Louisa IFFLAND. 


: The Heave 


Fine Hand-Made Violins. 


Made strictly on scientific principles. Best in 
the World f sr the Money. Fine Wood, Tools, aud 
rimmixgs for Violin-Makers. Also @ld and 
New Viohns Repaired snd Regraduated at 
reason*ble prices. Square dealing. Address 


6629 . J. COLLINGWOOD, Avery, Ia. 
FOR SALE, CHEAe. 
200 acres good farm land in Washington. 


Small improvemen's; easily cleared; about fix 
miles from railroad station. My object—getting 
old and health poor. For particulars address 
G. A. BOYD, Boistfort, Lewis co., Wash 
2t82 


CHOLERA, DIPHTHERIA, Dysentery 
Piles, Quinsy, Catarrh. The Antidote for g. 
Agents wanted. Dr. G.H. MILLER, 1,441 South 
Twelfth street, Denver, Col. 20628 


FOR HER DAILY BREAD. 


A Nineteenth Cent.ry Novel. 


Preface by R. 6 INGERSOLL. 


Yor Her Daily Bread is the story of two young 

irls and a younger brother who were left parent- 
ess, with a little money, fair education, and 
much courage, to make their way through the 
world by golug to Chicago. ‘Ihe autuor is also 
the heroive. ‘the narrative is, inthe main, a his- 
tory of a working-girl’s life ana experience in the 
city of Chicago among bluff business-men, kind- 
hearted folks, and disreputable hypocrits. It is 
just su*h a story of human Jife as we should ex- 
pect Colonel Inger-oli to be interested in; and 
whatever he admires and appreciates is sure to 


be worth the attentiou of the rest of the world. 


‘Price, 25 cents. Addtess 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Hard Knocks 
at Christianity. 
By R. WHEELER. : 


_ This book is just what, its title implies—thamp- 
ing whacks at superstition, It deals with the 
effect of Christianity on the world, showing 
what Christians have done to advance their relig- 
ion and impede the progress of man. It shows 
that Jesus was a false prophet, that the gospels 
are not authentic, and that Christianity is a bor- 
rowed system of religion. That the Bible is not 
in accord with Science, that the atonement 
scheme is futile and foolish, and that religion is 
not areal benefit to man. 
Price, 20 cents, six for $1. 


Force and Matter; 
oB, 79 


Principles of the Natural Order of the Uni- 
yerse, with a System of Morali y 
Based Thereon. 


By Prorrssor LUDWIG BUCHNER, M.D. 


vURTENTS : i ' 
orce and Matter. The Fitness of Things in 
ortality of Matter, Nature (Teleology), 
Immortality of Fores, Man, 7 
infinity of Matter, Brain and Mind, 
Value of Matter, Thought 
Motion, Consciousness, 


orm, . Seat of the Soul, 

Immutability of Natural Innate Ideas 
aws, The Idea of God, . 

Universality of Natural Personal Continuance, 
aW8S, ital Force, 
J ns, _ The Soul of Brutes 
Periods of the Creation Free Will, 

of the Earth, | Mor 

riginal Generation, 
Secular Generation, 


Price, $1.50. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 


L. K. Washburn’s Works, 


Sunday and the Sabbath. ‘A law regu- 


lating human conduct on the Sabbath is an im- 
pertinence.” Price, 10 cents. 


The False Teaching of the Christian 
Church. ‘The Thirty-nine Articles of 


the Christian church are thirty-nine poor, 
broken-down opinions.” Price, 10 cents. 


The Foolishness of Prayer. 
aminister’s praying God to, kill grasshop ers, 
or trying to induce the Deity to undertake a 
crusade of one against the Colorado beetle!” 
Price, 10 cents. 


Followers of Jesns. Price, 10 cents. 
Spiritualism : Is It a Faith or a Fact? 


rice, 5 cents. 
Religious Problems. Price, 10 cents. 
Was Jesus Insane? Price, 10 cents. 


The Public Schools and the Catholic 
Church. Price, 5 cents. 


THE ELIMINATOR; 
Skeleton Keys to Sacerdotal Secrets, 


* Write me no more Sables, lest I be a Jool ana 
read the riddles awry.” 


By R. B. Westbrook, D.D., LL.B. 


Contents: The Whole Truth; Sacerdotalism 
I{peached; The Fabulous Claims of Judaism; 
Moses and the Pentateuch; Ancient Symbolism 
and Modern Literalism; Astral Keys to Bible 
Stories; The Fable of the Fall; Search for the 
“Last Adam;” What Is Known of the New Testa- 
ment; The Drama of the Gospels; The Ideal 
Christ; Jesus_and Other Christs; A Reverent 
Critique ou. Jesus; A Few Fragments; Blood 
Salvation; The Things That Remain. 

Price, cloth, $1.50. Fort sale at this office. 


r Ys 
Concluding Observa- 
tions. : 


“ Think of. 
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A NEW BOOK.--AND A MOST ORIGINAL ONE. 


The Creation of God. 


By DR. JACOB HARTMANN. 


i An explanation of the oris i 

of idols an e worship of them. From the time of Terah’s a s i 

his banishment for heresy and blasphemy against the Chaidean ieee ae peed cae aon, and 

pal characters re analyzed and shown to be human, by thought anddeed. It is made plain that the 
eculiar phraseology, cant sayings, subterfuges, miracles, wonder-workings, and supernatural 

ging Me the proper one reine oF the then existing barbarism, ignorance, and superstition, constitut- 


ar politics of the day. 


CONTENTS IN DETAIL: 


The Universal Aspect. ` Elimination of Waste Substances, 


The Earth, f In General. 
The Chemical Aspect. By the Lungs. 
The Sun. By the Taney: 
Genesis—The Creation. Digestion and Nutrition. 


Genesis—The Garden of Eden. 
The Deluge. ` 
The Scriptural God—The Creation, 


The Elementary Substances. 
Alcohol and Its Effects on the System. 
The Soul—What Is It? 


The Creation of God—Abraham. ‘ The Mind. 
Moses—Confirmation of the Idea of God, Sin and Salvation. 
Samuel the Kingmaker. The Ecclesiastical Kindergarten. 
God Save the King. Rational Review. 
Jehovah Takes a Rest. Visions—Bible Dreams—Revelations. 
The End of National Life. The Planetary Gods. 
The Christian Era. Every Man His Own God. isa 
— abewa: OW: . 

RR Piler clea Tables e Witenes They Spring. 

The Master Tisgues. The Non Oredo. 

The Muscular Tissues. Rules for Human Conduct. 


ILLUSTRATIONS. 


Map of the Intellectual Faculties—Thke Mind. 
Map of Theological Retrogression. 
Map of the Deluge and Garden of Eden. 


Thirty Chapters—Four Hundred and Thirty-two Pages, 
Large 12mo. 


In Cloth, $1; in Paper, 50 Cents. 


The Nervous Tissues. 


Food and Food-Substances., 


Address = THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 
REDUCTION IN PRICE OF A GREAT BOOK. 
vn eon : pins 


i 


With the eighth edition @ 
Winwood Reade’s “ Martyr- 
dom of Man,” the cost oi 


is 


production has been tes. 


$1.00. 


e book has had a phenomenal sale for so heretical a work, second only to Helen Gardener’é 
* Mow Y ‘omen, and Gods,” and we give our readers the pecuniary benefit of it. The 


“MARTYRDOM OF MAN” 


Is very interestingly pictured synopsis of universal history, showing what the race has undergone 
—its martyrdom—in its rise to its present plane. It shows how War and Religion have been oppres& 
sive factors in man’s struggle for Liberty, and the last chapter, of some 150 pages, describes hig 

tellectual struggle from the animal period of the earth to the present, adding an outline of what 
the author conceives would be a religion of reason and love. The chapters are: 


Ww A Egypt, Western Asia, the Persians, the Greeks, the Macedonians, Alexandria, the 


»Phenicians, Carthage and Rome, Roman Africa, the Arabs. 
The Natural History of Religion, the Israelites, the Jews, the Proph 
RE LIGIO Character of Jesus ihe Christians, Arabia, Mecca, Character of Moha 
med, Description of Africa, the Mohammedans in Central Africa. 
Ancient Europe, Invasion of the Germans, the Castle, the Town, the 
LI BERT «Church, Venice. Arab Spain, the Portuguese, Discoverers, the Slavo Trade, 
Abolition in Europe, Abolition in America, Materials of Human History. 


; Animal Period of the Earth, Origin of Man, and Early History, 
| N TELLEC Summary of Universal History, The Future of the Human Race, Ths 


Religion of Reason and Love. 
Price reduced from $1.75 to $1.00... Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette place, New York. 


The Agnostic Annual|Col, R, G Ingersol’s 
wi SO3m ARGUMENT 
Reynolds Blasphemy Trial, 


‘Edited by CHARLES A. WATTS. 
‘ At Morristown, N. J. 


CONTENTS: 
The Moral Sanction, Leslie Stephen; Reverent] ‘hisis the greatestar, ent ever madeinacase 
of this kind, and will be a model for the Bar so 


Agnosticism, Amos atersi The Mother Nature: 
long as the Christians use force to repress free 


A Poem, Gerald Massey; ogmatism in Theol- 
ogy, Alfred Momerie; Sermons on the Mount, | speech. Its legal acumen is unsurpassed, its elo- 
quence never equaled. Wherever Christian per- 


Rons (aladiig: Oa tho Duty of Hongety in Our 
sa (Saladin); On the Duty of Honesty in Our ion is goi i 
Convictions, O. E. Plumptre; Scientific Religion, Footer da going on fhis argument should abe 
R. Bithell; The Blight of Superstition, Charles | pounded on every occasion i 
Watts; Anthropology and Orthodoxy, Edward Tn ts: in cloth 
Olodd; The Disappearance of the Nether World. paper, 25 cents; in cloth. 50 cents. 
i igi Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette place. New York. 


F. J. Gould; Religious Ideas: Their Origin an 
Roaring Lion on the Track, 


Development, Frederick Millar; Si with 
Mars: A P M Mali 
By M. BABOOOKR. 


F oem, G. H. Martin; Materialism and 
Idealism Harmonized, Lucian Armstrong. 


` Price, 25 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKKP. 


Pro and Con of 


Supernatural Religion, 


‘Have We a Supernatural; Inspired. Mirac 
ulous Religion? 

vy E. E Gump. Paper, 20 couts: cloth, 20 cent 

$ aan epee 


ae a ee 


Price, 10 cents. 


LITTLE LESSONS FOR 


LITTLE FOLKS. 


By MRS, E. D. SLENKER. 
Boards, “ y ag =. sat cents, 


year to have the 
of virt 
possesses to make men moral. 


of the God Idea, and the mental processes that led to the formation . 


| “Crimes of Preachers” 


pad- : ghows nearly 400 cases of ministerial conduct. While those i ; 
vious editions show that within a few years about sr ia 


Just Out.—25 Cents—Five Copies for $1. 


nl Liberal living. in Michigan said once that he would give $35 a 
rimes of Preachers recorded, as the frequent lapses 


ue of the ministers showed how little value Ohristianity 


We have just issued the Fourth Editi ? the book do: this. 
additions for this new edition ‘of “the oa mg 


1300 MINISTERS HAVE BEEN GUILTY 


of one kind or another of criminal conduct. Most of the orimes 
are against women, for the fair sex are at once the weakness and 
the strength of the church—“ the church” meaning of course the Ñ 


clergy. 
+ Notwithstanding ihe many additional pages. we have kept the {4 
price tbe same, 25 cents. Send for a copy, and confound the church- S 


men. Show them just what sort of scamps are the clergy who have 


clused the World’s Fair oa Sunday. because it is I; shi : 
yi 1e World's Bair on £ lay, hi so holy a day that to look upon machinery or 


Address 


painting: 
O THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY. ~ 


BOOKS 


Bi 


SALADIN 


(W. STEWART ROSS), 


‘Editor of the 


wONDON AGNOSTIC JOURNAL: 


GOD AND HIS BOOK: 


i Colonel Ingersoll wrote tothe author: * You have earned the 
ima a had read this book Itisa Wore. of vast research, of sound criticism, of caustic 
humor, of sledgehammer vehemence, of scathing satire, of pathos and eloquence. It is one of 
the heaviest iconoclastic broadsides ever fired at the Jewish God and the Bible. 

Cloth, gold letters, $1.25. 


a 
WOMAN: HER GLORY, HER SHAME, AND HER GOD. ' 


a Farrar said that “Christianity elevated the woman; it shrouded 
as with a ia Sposa On, Seena the tender years of the child.” The object of Baladin’s work 
is to show the archdeacon his error,and he has succeeded. An English writer said of it: 
* Thig certainly is one of the most marvelous books ever issued from the press. The authori- 
ties cited are unquestionable, and the result is convincing. 

In two volumes, cloth, gilt lettered, $2.50. 


JANET SMITH: A PROMISCUOUS ESSAY ON WOMAN. 


This is one of the most delightful of Saladin’s books, a dis‘ertion of woman, with inci- 
dental tearing apart of man—caustic, sarcastic. yet philosophical withal, and permeated with 
a tender reverence ior woman and exalted opinion of what she is and should be. A merciless 
satire upon certain of the conveutional foibles of the day, full of facts, fancies, truths, rare 
touches of genius, and bursts of eloquence. Most of the satirical shafts aimed at the woman 
go past her and stick in the man behind her, and it serves him about right. 


Cloth, uncut edges, gilt top, $1. 
CHRISTIANITY AND THE SLAVE TRADE. 


A condensation of the known facts upon this subject, proving that Christianity did not 
abolish but aided this infamous traffic in human beings. To which are added such comments 
as only Saladin can make. In paper, 30 cents. 


THE TRANSITION. 
iderati f the antagonism of the Bible and science, and of the question whether 
the vatled or allegorical portions of the nr etien Bible can be interpreted by modern science. 
2 paper, 20 cents. 


ROSES AND RUE. 


Being Random Notes and Sketches. Some of its subjects are; A Last Interview with a 
Man of Genius; An Essay on Stirpiculture; Asceticism an Superstition; Capital Punishment; 
Poverty; Godin the Constitution; Bruno; Gods; Witchcraft, etc. This may be called Sala- 
din’s own book, for it is poetry in prose, and is one of the books that lovers of strong literature 
like to read again and again. In cloth, gold- and silver-lettered, $1.80. 


LAYS OF ROMANCE. 


This book reminds one of Sir Walter Scott, being romantic, historic verse, aglow in every 
page with the energy of a true and high poetic genius. 
Cloth, gold-lettered, 75 cents. 


ISAURE and OTHER POEMS. 
titl is a story of intense passion, touchingly told. The other twenty poems 
are Fak, frag rant, thoughtful, ‘and every verse ‘reveals the thinker, observer, and reformer. 
Every page glows with passion and throbs with life. 
Cloth, gold-lettered, 75 cents. 


A FEARFUL FLOGGING. 


By one who endured it. Based upon a manuscript in the possession of Baladin 
Tn paper, 10 cents. 


THE AGONIES OF HANGING. 


Studies in Psychology., By one who was cut down from the gallows. Printed from mant- 
script in the hands of Saladin. In paper, 10 cents. 


WHIRLWIND SOWN and REAPED. 
tory of clerical cri d villainy founded on fact. Of this book the Open Court 
said: 4 ior noel will ‘command the: same, or more, interest than Helen Gardener's story, * Is 
This Your Son, My Lord?’” In paper, 25 cents. 


THE CONFESSIONAL. 


Boing an exposure of that infamous religious rite. Contents: Licentiousness of the Pre- 
Reformation Church; Lechery of the Confessional; The Priest in Absolution; Confessions of 
the Escaped Nun; Extracts from Dens and Liguori; Examination of the Church’s Claim to 
have Fostered Learning; Her Atte pts at Continency even more Ruinous than Her Self- 
Indulgence; The Relative Criminal Statistics of Catholicism and Protestantism 

fn paper, 25 cents. e 
TOE TRUTH SEEKER. 98 Lafavetta Place, New York. | 


HAND-BOOK 


OF 


FREETH OUGHT. 


By W. S. BELL. 


Tor sll nf thosa worka sAdrenn 


Containing in condensed and systematized form a 
vast amount of evidence against the superstitious doc- 
trines of Christianity. Asa book of reference and aid 
to all truth seekers it is invaluable. Its classification 
of subjects makes it a hand-book. As Ingersoll said of 


Price, 
KER. 
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Sfew PDublications. 


Unless otherwise specified, all publica- 
tions noticed here can be had of Tae 
Trora SEEKER Company, at the price 
named. 


Tre RELIGION oF THE Brar, and Other 
Essays. By Henry Smith. London: 
Watts & Co. Cloth, pp. 88, price $1. 
Thie is à readable going-over of a thou- 

sand such subjects as religion, the brain, 
veneration, love, Jesus, enthusiasm, form- 
alism, the nature of mind, prevention of 
imperfect persons from marrying and 
breeding, natural selection, the religion of 
humanity, the Religion of the Brain that 
science givs, gravity, heat, matter, elec- 
tricity, life, phrenology, mesmerism, 
clairvoyance, thought-reading, thought- 
transference, insanity, instinct, cause, 
first cause, design, a future life, the priest, 
science’s function in the future, meta- 
physical necessity, and so on and on. All 
these matters, which enter info the mus- 
ings of the Freethinker, are touched in 
this work’s small compass. 

A Concise History or Rezicion. By F. 
J. Gould, author of ‘‘Stepping-St-nes 
to Agnosticism,” ‘‘ The Agnostic Island,” 
etc. Vol. I. Comprising Sketches of 
the Chief Religions of the World, with 
the exception of Judaism, Christianity, 
and Mohammedanism. London: issued 
for the Rationalist Press Committee by 
Watts & Co. Cloth, pp. 154, price $1. 
This isa work to which special atten- 

tion must be called above other works. 

Vol. I. has been issued; and if the author 

is encouraged by the Rationalist Press 

Committee of England, under whose aus- 

pices he has produced the present volume, 

he will bring forth a further part or parts. 

In his first volume Mr. Gould exhibits the 

origin of religion, the primitiv worships 

such as those of stones, fire, sun, moon, 
earth, eto., the religions of China, India, 

Egypt, etc., and in short about all the re- 

ligions of the world except Judaism, Chris- 

tianity, and Mohammedanism. The vol- 
umes that are to follow will, he says, 

‘ deal on the same general plan of analysis 

and history with the composition of the 

Bible, the evolution of Judaism, the rise 

of Christianity, the fortunes of the Chris- 

tian church, and the growth of modern 

Rationalism.” Scattered through the first 

volume we may note, he says, ‘‘ not a few 

indications of the purely human origin of 

Christianity. These will be expanded and 

added to.” The author says: ‘‘I hav taken 

occasion to point out, in passing, anumber 
of parallels between features of Chris- 
tianity and certain phenomena in other 
creeds; and in the next volume these cor- 
respondences will be insisted upon at 

greater length.” F 
This work will fill an important need. 

It is complete, as it deals not with a few 

religions but with about all. Itis concise 

and handy in form, the present volume 
covering Put 154 pages. Itis exact, the 
author being a gentleman of accomplished 
scholarship, and scrupulous patience and 
diligence in his labors. And it is up to 
the time, embracing the latest discoveries 
and theories. We recommend our read- 
ers to procure the present volume without 
awaiting its successor or successors, It is 

worth the purchase. , 

To show the extent of the subjects 
treated with condensation yet satisfactorily 
Jn this one volume, we will exhibit the ta- 
ble of contents: Preliminary Sketch of 
the Origin and Development of Religion; 
Prehistoric Man; Are there Races Devoid 
of Religion? Animism; Belief in the Soul; 
Funeral Customs: The Spirit World; Evil 
Spirits; Sorcery; Worship of Ancestral 
Spirits; Fetishism and Idolatry; Stone 
Worship; Animal Worship; Totemism; 
Serpent Worship; Phallic Worship; Plant 
Worship; The ‘‘Golden Bough;” Fire 
Worship; Sun Worship; Moon Worship; 
Earth Worship; Water Worship; Nature 
Worship; Man Worship; Polytheism ; 
Henotheism; Monotheism; Dualism ; Myth- 
ology; Priests and Priesthoods; Relig- 
ious Statistics; American Religions; Relig- 
ion of the Finns; Religions of China; 
Religion of Egypt: The Semites; Religion 
of Primitiv Arabia; Religion of Accad, 
Babylonia, and Assyria; eligions of Ca- 
naan, Phæœnicia, Phrygia; The Aryans; 
Religions of India; Buddhism; Jainism; 
Sikhism; Shinto, the oldest religion of 
Japan; Mazdeism (Zoroastrianism, Parsee- 
ism); Religion of the Wends or Letto- 
Slavs; Teutonic Religion; Keltic Relig- 
ion; Greek Religion; Roman Religion; 
Notes; List of Books; Index. i 


ASLEEP AND AWAKE. By Raymond Rus- 
sell. Chicago: Chas. A. Kerr & Co. 
Cloth, pp. 200, price $1. 

This is a novel written from a Free- 
thought viewpoint. The heroin utters 
Antichristian sentiments. The hero, and 
others, touch on a number of those ques- 
tions meditated by radicals—the equality 
of the sexes, the marriage formality, etc. 

Regarding the literary quality of the 
book, we will say that its merit is satis- 


factory. The novel would be classified, in 
the phrases of the technical critic, as 
belonging to the metaphysical and intro- 
spectiv school, and to the ideal school. To 
the metaphysical and introspectiv, be- 
cause it devotes much space to analysis 
of character, to minute scrutiny of the in- 
most workings of the human soul. And it 
belongs to the ideal school, because its 
personages and tone are above the ordinary 
plane of crude humanity, of an elevation 
that is styled the ideal. In saying this, we 
hav to imply that the work lacks in the 
merits of the opposit schools—the natural- 
istic, realistic, etc. Its picture of ¿ife is 
not of that photographic naturalness 
which characterizes the latter class. It 
could not possess the merits of both 
schools at once. It is, on the whole, in- 
teresting and ennobling. 

The words of the title, ‘‘ Asleep and 
Awake,” hav a piercing significance. The 
soul of the heroin is found asleep. We 
cannot sleep always. This soul has to be 
awakened. It is momentous whether its 
awakening be to a life fulfilling happy 
dreams or revealing a world which can 
never correspond to their brightness. 
The awakening is effected by the girl’s 
lover, who finding her a country lass of 
knowledgeless head but noble heart, re- 
flects that as she must some time confront 
the problem of life it is best that she do so 
under favorable and protecting circum- 
stances that he can provide. He has her 
educated, and carried through deep read- 
ings of the most opposit thinkers, Here 
she learns many lamentable things of the 
selfishness and cruelty of at least a part 
of the race. Her further awakening 
is brought about chiefly by her own ac- 
tion. She plunges into life itself. Here 
she meets horrible aspects of human nat- 
ure which surpass what she had beheld in 
books. After escaping a theatrical man- 
ager to whom she has applied for employ- 
ment, and who besides desiring her to 
mingle with male audiences and sell 
liquors insults her with his own libidinous- 
ness, she grows giddy and helpless in the 
street. She is pitied by a passing prosti- 
tute, taken to a brothel, nursed through a 
fever, and on convalescence told that she 
may depart unharmed. The harlot tells 
her that she must discard, as misleading 
and injurious, her trust in human good- 
ness. She replies that there is at least.one 
true and lofty soul, and exposes the photo- 
graph of her lover. In an exciting scene 
the harlot proclaims that very person her 
ruiner. In an ensuing conversation the 
fallen woman delivers this harang: 

“Do you know, child, there is nothing 
so helpless, so hopeless in all the world as 
a girl with nothing but noble aspirations 
and a fair face? If a woman has great 
gifts, not simply accomplishments, but 
genius, she may compel the world to her 
feet. If she has money, she may then sway 
society. If she has friends, they may do 
much to smooth her way, but without 
genius, without money and _ witbout 
friends, whatis there for her in life? I 
hav told you that marriage is a mockery, 
an idle farce, and that love is alie. In my 
turn I say to you, come. In this life 
there is at least ease and comfort, snd you 
can teach yourself to forget all that you 
hav ever hoped and dreamed. I tell you 
it is possible to forget, and in this life of 
ease there are some pleasures for the 
senses. I like good wine, good theaters 
and the society of clever men. The society 
of men of wit and learning is very delight- 
ful sometimes. Remember that women 
like me keep company with the brightest 
minds, men of letters, men of science, 
ministers, doctors, lawyers, judges and 
high official dignitaries—men whosesociety 
we could not hope to enjoy were we what 
society calls virtuous women. This is 
Custom House place. You hav never 
heard of it, but it has a wide reputation 
among the male citizensof Chicago. Why 
don’t the authorities suppress it? Ha, 
ha! Itis the creature of the authorities. 
It is nourished under the wing of author- 
ity. The authorities are among its best 
clients. Your city fathers will not let 
women sitin counsel with them, even upon 
educational matters, because they say 
that home isthe place for women. I tell 
you that word home is used as a cloak for 
all that is most damnably selfish, brutish 
and base in human nature, as well as a 
shrine for all that is called most sacred. 
When you hear a man saying that home is 
the place for woman, rest assured that 
underlying all his fine speeches about the 
sanctity of the home, there is nothing 
more nor less than a desire to keep her 
where she can best minister to him—to 
his physical comfort, and to his various 
appetites and passions. Oh! yes, your 
city fathers who clamor about the sanctity 
of the home being violated by women 
sitting on the board of education, are 
among our patrons. 
creatures put on judge’s ermin and 
priest’s robes over their hog bristles, and 
preach virtue and call upon women to re- 
main at home and guard its sacred portals. 
No wonder they don’t want their wives 
investigating far beyond their own thresh- 
olds. No, no, it would overturn the es- 
tablished order of things to hav the 


-poses them doing this. 


And these |. 


women meddling with the creatures of 
authority.” 

The further vicissitudes of the charac- 
ters of this story we find we hav no room 
left to describe. The tale abounds with 
situations whose strikingness will always 
be remembered, and with reflections of a 
weight that will make them chief 
building-stones of the reader’s edifice of 
philosophy. 

The Fowler & Wells Co. hav published 
© Jerushy in Brooklyn,” a dialect narrativ 
of a visit of a country aunt to the city. 
Price, 25 cents. 


A novel by Mrs. M. A. Freeman, en- 
titled ‘‘ Daughters of Cain,” has been pub- 
lished by Donohue, Henneberry & Co., 
of Chicago, at 50 cents. . 


Jf the representativs at the Parliament 
of Religions to be held at Chicago during 
the Fair would each speak out directly 
and clearly, their utterances taken to- 
gether would suggest a number of truths 
as to religion. Daniel K. Tenney sup- 
In a pamphlet en- 
titled ‘‘The World’s Parliament of Relig- 
ions,” he has them all saying things that 
are pointed, and shed quite a light on 
many phases of religion, He has thus en- 
gaged Mr. Idolator, Mr. Israel, Mr. Elect, 
Mr. Keehoty, Mr. Sawlog, Mr. State- 
church, Mr. Origin, Mr. Muchwife the 
Mohammedan, Mr. Urim Thummim the 
Mormon, Mr. Wungod the Unitarian, Mr. 
Lung the joss-worshiper, ete. The price 
of the book is 10 cents. 


** All in a Nutshell” ig the title of an 
80-page pamphlet by Asa Auger, Middle- 
boro, Mass. Init he givs a condensation 
of the fundamental arguments against 
Christianity. He touches successivly on 
Christ, The Fall of Man, the Christian 
Dogma of Salvation, The Origin of Chria- 
tianity, Christianity Borrowed from Pa- 
ganism; declares that Christians are Poly- 
theists, that God Is Not Omnipotent, God 
Is Not Immutable, God Is Not Omniscient, 
God Is Not Omnipresent, God Is the Au: 
thor of All Evils, God Is Identical With 
the Devil, God Tempts Man, God Is Cruel 
to Children, Intemperance Is Taught in 
the Bible, The Bible Is a Book of Con- 
tradictions, Polygamy Is Upheld by the 
Bible, The Bible is an Obscene and Im- 
moral Book. Then the author handles 
the Witches, Wizards, Ghosts, Goblins, 
Devils, etc., of the Bible, and apparently 
unharmed by the evil arts of these char- 
acters lays down roundly that The Laws 
of Nature Are Broken in the Bible. Next 
he lays Nonsensical and Laughable Pas- 
sages of the Bible before an unfeeling 
world. That Woman Is Degraded by the 
Bible is his next declaration, and that 
God Commanded Human Sacrifices the 
next. Then we hav such chapter titles as 
Fiendish Laws, God’s Partiality, Jealousy, 
Hatred, Revengefulness Toward Man, 
Slavery Upheld, Lying and Dishonesty 
Upheld, Robbery Commauded, Did Mr. 
J. Christ Love His Enemies? Jesus a 
Bruiser, Christ Taught Moroseness, Ha- 
tred to Kindred Enjoined by Jesus, Christ 
Taught Thoughtlessness and Vagrancy, 
Jesus’s Sacred Promises, What Chris- 
tianity Brought, Hell, Prayers, What 
Christianity Has Done for Humanity, 
What Christianity Is Doing for Humanity, 
What Christianity Will Not Do for Human- 
ity, God Shattered to Pieces, Godly People, 
and Has Mana Scul? From the above 
it will be seen that the book would make 
a very good little missionary work. We 
ought to add, we suppose, that it contains 
some little things that some would call 
coarsenesses of taste, and also some offenses 
against correctness .of speech. Its price is 
25 cents, $1 for five copies. 


THE THE 


BRAIN +» BIBLE; 


THE CONFLICT BETWEEN MENTAL SCIENCE 


AND THEOLOGY. 
By EDCAR C. BEALL, M.D., 


with a preface by 
R. G. INGERSOLL. 
This is the only work of its kind in the litera- 


ture of Freethought. Its arguments are based. 


upon scientific p. 7. lirec 
to the reader’s sense of logic and love of justice. 
It is eloquent as well as convincing. 


Price, cloth, $1. dress 
-THE TRUTH SREKEB. 


enology, and appeal directly 


SHALL THE BIBLE BE READ 
IN-OUR PUBLIC SCHOOLS? 
By R, B, Westbrook, A.M, 
Third Thousand. 


Price, 10 cents. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Gems o F Ehought. 


_I wourp rather believe that man has 
risen from the ape than fallen from the 
angel.—O. W. Holmes. 


Not to commit any sin, to do good, and 
to purify one’s mind, that is the teaching 
of the awakened. Not to blame, not to 
strike, to liv restrained under the law, to 
be moderate in eating, and to dwell on the 
highest thoughts, this is the teaching of 
the awakened.—Buddhistic Sacred Lit- 
erature. 


Hr who is thoughtful, blameless, dwells 
alone, does his duties, is free from désires, 
has attained the highest end—him I call 
indeed a Brahmana.—TIbid. ` 


He who is tolerant with the intolerant, 
mild with the feultfinders, free from pas- 
sions among the passionate—him I call in- 
deed a Brahmana.—Tbid. 


Tr organic or living bodies manifest 
properties differing from those of the in- 
organic, it is not from the working of a 
special force present within them, but- 
only from the peculiarity of their chemical 
composition, which makes the eftect ap- 
pear as 9, transitory manifestation of uni- 
versal matter. Vital force is therefore no 
principle, but, as remarked heretofore, a 
result. When an organic compound ap- 
propriates and assimilates inorganic mat- 
ter that exists in its proximity, it does not 
do so by virtue of a special power, but 
only by a process of contagion, whereby 


‘it transmits to the other molecular ar- 


rangements of its own particles of matter, 
just in the same way as in the inorganic 
world energies are transmitted from par- 
ticle to particle. In this way the genésis 
of the whole organic world from one or 
more beginnings, however small, may 
easily be explained, without resorting to 
the notion of vital force.—Béchner. 


` We like to read that which favors our 
side of a question. The Republican sub- 
scribes for a Republican newspaper, and 
the Democrat reads the organ of his 
party. In the last political campaign it 
was no doubt true that advocates of free 
trade or of tariff reform, and advocates of 
protection, read for the most part literature 
favorable to their respectiv views. The 
churches plead for greater consensus of 
opinion, yet the Methodist subscribes for 
a Methodist paper, the Baptist for a Bap- 
tist paper, the Roman Catholic for a Cath- 
olic paper. In general we read the organ 
of our own sect or party. There are, of 
course, some valid economic reasons for 
30 doing. I shall speak of these reasons 
below. But, if truth alone were sought, 
the plan we pursue would be the worst 
plan possible. Sometimes even we indig- 
nantly refuse mental food that might serve 
as a correctiv of our possible one-sidedness, 
instinctivly avoiding that which we feel 
cannot be assimilated without a dangerous 
readjustment of our mental possessions. 
The s! eptic in religion opens a book on 
Christian evidences, only to close it in 
haste when he perceives its trend; while 
the pious believer, who picks up the work 
of Strauss or Renan, drops it like a burn- 
ing coal. We avoid books, men, sermons, 
society, that are not, as we say, congenial. 
Hence the trouble we havin getting our 
books read by the very people for whom 
they were written, or in getting our ar- 
ticles printed in the journals that circulate 
among the readers we desire to reach. 
The preacher prepares a vigorous sermon 
for ‘‘sinners,” but he preaches it to his 
own devout people; the *‘ sinners ” are not 
there. Our psychological law of prejudice 
thus developed teaches us that, since we 
seek not for what may correct our possi- 
ble errors, but for what will confirm our 
already acquired opinions, our mental life 
always tends toward intensification or in- 
volution. Evidently this tendency of the 
mind toward involution. will grow with 
age, and our every-day experiénce con- 
firms thisdeduction. Teaching new tricks 
to old dogs is easier than giving us new 
apperceptiv organs when middle life is 
past. The old man changes his politics 
rarely, his religion never. He livs from 
within. The mind becomes more and 
more a microcosm. The cerebral tracts 
show well-beaten paths of association. 
The brain becomes hardened and fixed. 
“An old man,” says Dr. Holmes, ‘who 
shrinks into himself, falls into ways which 
become as positiv and as much beyond the 
reach of outside influences as if they were 
governed by clock-work.’’ The older we 
get the larger becomes the subjectiv factor 
of knowledge and the smaller the objectiv. 
We are, as said the obscure sage of 
Ephesus, like those asleep, withdrawn 
each into a private world of his own. We. 
can now understand that state of mind 
described by the word ‘‘confirmed.” We 
hear of a confirmed pessimist, a confirmed 
protectionist, or free-trader. Sometimes 
we apply the word without shame to our- 
selvs, saying that experience has confirmed 
usin this or that opinion.—Professor Pat- 


! pick on The Psychology of Prejudice, 
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Complaints. Itis a Blood Purifer, and is an ex- 
cellent remedy for Catarrh and Lung and Throat 
inflammations. It will heal the nerves, restoring 
lost vigor of mind and body, creating a goo: 

appetite and producing sound sleep. It arts 
steadily upon the urine, cleansing the blood by 
means of the kidneys, and acts mildly upon the 
bowels, thereby producing bodily habits which 


are 80 essential to good health. is 


Water of Life 


is sold absolutely pure, as it is pumped from 
the spring, without the addition of any drug 
whatever. Itis Nature's Remedy, pure and sim- 
ple, and nota manufactured article. The uccess 
it has achieved has come mostly from its friends 
who hav been cured by using it. Send for a 
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Jf ews of the (Weck. 


Owine to a quarrel between two rival 
priests and their factions at the Holy 
Rosary church, Baltimore, fights hav pre- 
vailed at late meetings which hav re- 
quired large forces of police for their sup- 
pression. 


An important invention just made by 
the medical profession is that of illuminat- 
ing the body from within by electricity. 
By holding an electric lamp in the mouth, 
or swallowing it, a light is thrown through 
the frame which enables the physician to 
locate the morbid spot. 


Tur pilgrimage of Mohammedans to 
Mecca has been extraordinarily large this 
year, the total number of pilgrims already 
being about double that of last year. 
Over forty thousand hav passed through 
Suez alone, and itis estimated an equal 
number hay arrived at Mecca by overland 
caravans. The usual resultant conditions 
of the pilgrim season favorable to epidem- 
ics hav been consequently he bonne and 
cholera has been exceptionally destructiv. 


Tus parents of six-year-old Johnny 
Conney, of Fitchburg, Mass., consulted 
Rev. Father O’Connor, of the Catholic 
church at Roxbury, as to Johnny’s hip 
disease. Under the priest’s advice they 
obtained some water from the miraculous 
grotto at Lourdes, and made a-nine days’ 


| prayer to Our Lady of Perpetual Help, 


whose picture is venerated at a shrine in 
the Roxbury church. The boy. at once 
became well and laid by his crutches, and 
his parents testify to a miraculous cure. 


Reormntuxy the United Presbyterian 
church endeavored to secure data upon 
the relativ proportion of the sexes in 
church- membership, and its returns show 
that of a total of 100,548 members, 39,388 
are males and 61,165 females. This indi- 
cates a percentage of 39.2 for the males 
and 60 8 for the females, a preponderance 
of the latter of somewhat less than two to 
one, The proportion of females is nearly 
the same in the Congregational denomina- 
tion. The figures are 175,934 males and 
349,168 females, for 1891. The proportion 
here is also nearly two to one with a little 
advantage in favor of the males. 


Amone the many cures reported as - 
worked by the wrist-bone of St. Anne de 
Beaupre at her church in New York city 
are many fully vouched for by the 
subjects. John J. Reilly, of. 337 East 
109th street, had been laid up with 
rheumatism for months, so that he could 
not walk without the aid of a crutch and 
stick. He declared that he had visited the 
relic three times, and felt perfectly re- 
covered. He presented his crutch and 
stick to the church, where they were 
placed among other articles of a similar 
description. Among the visitors was a 
man paralyzed in both legs. He loudly 
called upon the worshipers to witness that 
he was beginning to walk already. A 
lady who was crippled in the knee told 
Father Tetreau that she was perfectly 
cured. 


Ever since last winter, declare those 
who fear a Populist rebellion in Kansas, 
the governor and his assistants hav been 
maturing plans to make of the militia an 
auxiliary force that would blindly obey 
the commands of the executiv, right or 
wrong. ‘‘This,” they say, ‘Shas been 
deemed expedient since the commander of 
the militia last winter refused to obey an 
order given by Governor Lewelling to re- 
move from Representativ Hall the legisla- 
ture then assembled in accordance with 
law.” These accusers, too, point out as 
significant the declaration of Attorney- 
general Little that ‘‘men must liv, and if 
the nation adopts a policy by which they 
are unable to supply themselvs and their 
families with food, these people will hav 
it, and starving men will resort to any- 
thing.” 


Tux secret negotiation of the Russian ex- 
tradition treaty by our Senate still provokes 
reproaches against the private affirmation 
of an instrument affecting so vitally the 
traditional policy of this country and the 
rights of man. The people of the United 
States, these protesters say, are sovereign 
rulers, : They are entitled to know the 
terms of so important a contract with a- 
foreign power before it is finally con- 
cluded. It was due to them that they 
should hav been made acquainted with the 
extraordinary terms of this unparalleled 
convention before it was concluded. In- 


.deed, the despotic character of the Russian 


government should hav rendered our rep- 
resentativs specially cautious and deterred 
them from a commitment of such moment, 
certainly until they could hav ascertained 
the will of their constituents. It should 
at least hav rendered publicity and open 
discussion in the Senate imperativ. The 
people hav a right, say these expostulators, 
and they hav now a new reason to demand 
that the secret sessions of the Senate for 
the consideration of treaties be abolished. 
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HOW TO CONVERT THE USELESS INTO THE USEFUL. 


Darvin and After Darwin. 


An Exposition of the Darwinian Theory. 
By Gzorer J. ROMANES, 


A systematic Exposition of what may be termed 
the Darwinism of Darwin, and intended to be of 
service to the general reader rather than to pro- 
fessed naturalists. : 
_ Mr. Romanes is well known as one of the most 
interesting of English writers upon evolution, 
besides ranking with Professor Huxley in scien- 
tific knowledge and ability. And this is a part of 
is conclusion regarding the great subject of 
esign, to which the church so often refers: 
„`“ Thus whether we look to the facts of adapta- 
tion or to those of beauty, everywhere through- 
out organic nature we meet with abundant 
evidence of natural causation, while nowhere do 
we meet with any independent evidence of 
supernatural design. ,. - _Adaptation and 
beauty are alike receiving their explanation at 
the hands of a purely mechanical philosophy. . . 
All nature has thus been transformed before the 
view of the present generation in a manner and 
to an extent that has never before been, possible; 
and inasmuch as the change which has taken 
‘place has taken plave in the direction of natural- 
ism, and this to the extent of rendering the 
mechanical interpretation 
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ion of nature universal, it 
is no wonder if the religious mind has suddenly 
awakened to a new, and a terrible force in the 
words of its traditional enemy—W here is now 
thy God?” 
cloth, $2. 
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Witchcraft in America. 

In our last issue we related that the witchcraft 
superstition had prevailed in our country the same 
as in the Old World. Its most striking manifesta- 
tion here, namely that at Salem, Mass., we reserved 
for treatment in this number. 
. During the winter of 1691-2 a circle of young 
girls had been formed who were in the habit of 
meeting at the house of Mr. Parris in Salem for the 
purpose of practicing palmistry, and other arts of 
fortune-telling, and of becoming experts in the 
wonders of necromancy, magic, and spiritualism. 
The leaders thereof were Elizabeth Parris, aged 
nine; Abigail Williams, aged eleven; Ann Putnam, 
aged twelve; Mary Walcot, seventeen; Mercy 
Lewis, seventeen ; Elizabeth Hubbard, seventeen ; 
Elizabeth Booth, eighteen; Susannah Sheldon, 
eighteen; Mary Warren, twenty, and Sarah 
Churchill, twenty. Besides the above-mentioned 
persons, there were thr-e married women, rather 
under middle life, who acted with the young folks 
in the scenes which are to follow—Mrs. Ann Put- 
nam, Mrs. Pope, and Mrs. or Miss Bibber. These 
people, in the course of the winter, became quite 
expert in the arts they were learning, and grad- 
ually began to display their attainments to the ad- 
miration and amazement of beholders. At first, 
they made no charges against any person, but 
confined themselvs to strange actions, exclamations, 
and contortions. They would creep into holes, 
and under benches and chairs, put themselvs into 
odd and unnatural postures, make wild and antic 
gestures, and utter incoherent and unintelligible 
sounds. They would be seized with spasms, drop 
insensible to the floor, or writhe in agony, suffer- 
ing dreadful tortures, and uttering loud and piere- 
ing outeries. The attention of the families in 
which they held their meetings was called to their 
extraordinary condition and proceedings, and the 
whole neighborhood and surrounding country were 
soon filled with the story of the strange and unac- 
countable sufferings of “ the afflicted girls.” No ex- 
planation could be given, and their condition grew 
worse and worse. Presently the village sages, called 
in for solemn counsel on the case, gave the decis- 
ion, very common in those days, that the children 
were bewitched. The community became excited 
and alarmed to the highest degree. All other topics 
were forgotten. The only thing spoken or thought 


of was the terrible condition of the afflicted chil- | 


jects of universal compassion and wonder. 


dren in Mr. Parris’s house, or wherever, from time 
to time, the girls assembled. They were the ob- 
The 
people flocked from all quarters to witness their 


‘sufferings, and gaze with awe upon their convul- 


sions. Becoming objects of such notice, they were 
stimulated to vary and expand the manifestations 


of the extraordinary infiuence that was upon them. 


They extended their operations to public places, 


and their fits, exclamations, and outcries disturbed 
the services of prayer-meeting and church. On 
one occasion, in the midst of a sermon, Abigail 
Williams noticed that an aged person was present 
against whom a charge of witchcraft had been 


sworn out the day before. Accordingly she called 
out, addressing by name the person about to be 


prosecuted, “Look where she sits upon the beam, 


sucking her yellow-bird betwixt her fingers.” In- 
stead of being punished for these silly and fantastic 
doings, the girls were supposed to be under an 
irresistible supernatural impulse and were looked 
on with mingled pity, terror, and awe, and made 
objects of the greatest attention. Only a few per- 
sons disapproved of this policy—the family of 


Francis Nurse, Peter Cloyse and wife, and Joseph 


Putnam—and these became marked persons, to 
their future prejudice. Meanwhile the families of 
the affected children had applied themselvs to 
fasting and prayer, on which occasions the neigh- 
bors, under the guidance of the minister, would 
assemble, and unite in invocations to God -to inter- 
pose and deliver them from the dominion and 
snares of Satan. Finally all the ministers of the 
neighborhood assembled at the house of Mr. Parris 
and united in a whole day’s solemn religious ser- 
vices and earnest supplications for rescue from the 
grasp of the great enemy of souls. The children 
suffered their spasms and frenzies before the eyes 
of these clergy, who made a formal declaration that 
the evil one was the cause, and had here commenced 
his operations with a bolder front and on a broader 
scale than ever before in this or any other country. 
This judgment of that class supposed in those days 
to be supereminent and well-nigh infallible in 
knowledge, spread a dreadful alarm. Men and 
women left their fields and houses, their business 
and labor, to witness the awful unveiling of the 
demoniac power and behold the workings of Satan 
himself on the victims of his malevolence. 

It must be borne in mind that it was then an es 
tablished doctrin, in theology and in law, that the 
devil could not operate on mortals or mortal affairs 
except through the intermediate agency of human 
beings who had voluntarily entered into confed- 
eracy with him, that is, witches and wizards. So 
the question now arose on all tongues, “ Who are 
the agents of the devil in afflicting these girls? 
There must be some among us performing that 
part—who are they?” Before long the continued 
pressure on the affected children—the earnest and 
importunate inquiry, on all sides, “Who is it that 
is bewitching you?” opened their lips in response, 
and they began to select and bring forward their 
victims. One after another they cried out, “ Good,” 
« Osborn,” “ Tituba.” Against these persons, on 
Feb. 29, 1692, warrants were issued. On the Ist 
of March the two leading magistrates of the neigh- 
borhood, men of great note and influence, whose 
fathers had been among the chief founders of the 
settlement, and who were assistants—that is, mem- 
bers of the highest legislativ and judicial body in 
the colony, combining with the functions of a sen- 
ate those of a court of last resort with most com- 
prehensiv jurisdiction—John Hathorn and Jona- 
than Corwin, entered the village in imposing array, 
escorted by the marshal, constables, and their aids, 


the -roads. 
meeting-house, amid cries of indignation and ab- 
horrence against the prisoners. 
Sarah Good was subjected to an examination from 
the records of which we here reproduce a few lines: 


with all the trappings of their offices; reined up at 


Nathaniel Ingersoll’s corner, and dismounted at his 
door. 


The whole population of the neighborhood 
waa gathered on the lawn, or came flocking along 
The assemblage proceeded to the 


In that building, 


“Sarah Good, what evil spirit hav you familiarity 


with?—None. 


“ Hav you made no contracts with the devil?—No. 
“« Why did you hurt these children?—I did not hurt 


them. I acorn it. 


‘© Who do you employ then to do it?—I employ no- 


body. 


“ What creature do you employ then?—No creature: 


but I am falsely acensed. 


“ Why did you go away muttering from Mr. Parris his 
y 


house?—I did not mutter, but I thanked him for what he 
gave my child. 


“ Hav you made no contract with the devil?—No. . . . 

‘© Who do you serve?—God. 

“ What God do you serve?—The God that made heaven 
and earth. : 

“ Her answers were in a very wicked, spiteful manner, 
refiecting against the authority with base and abusiv 
words. It was here said that her husband had said that 
he was afraid that she either was a witch or would be one 
very quickly. The worsbipful Mr. Hawthorne asked 
him his reason why he said so of her, whether he had ever 
seen anything by her. He answered, ‘No, not in this 
nature; but it was her bad carriage to him: and in- 
deed,’ said he, ‘I may say with tears, that she is an 
enemy to all good.’ . . . 

“ The above-named children, being all present, posi- 
tivly accused her of hurting of them sundry times within 
thistwo months, and also that morning. Sarah Good de- 
nied that she had been at their houses in said time or near 
them, or had done them any hurt. All the above chil- 
dren then present accused her face to face; upon which 
they were all dreadfully tortured and tormented for a 
short space of time; and, the affliction and tortures being 
over, they charged said Sarah Good again that she had 
then so tortured them, and did it, although she was per- 
sonally then kept at a considerable distance from them.” 


On the fairness and sense which this sanctified 
and Bible-guided assembly displayed in conducting 
this trial, we will quote Upham’s “ History of Salem 
Witcheraft :” 


*€ Tt will be noticed that the examination was conducted 
in the form of questions put by the magistrate, Hathorne, 
based upon a foregone conclusion of the prisoner’s guilt, 
and expressiv of a conviction, all along on his part, that 
the evidence of ‘the afflicted’ against her amounted to, 
and was, absolute demonstration. It will also be noticed, 
that, severe as was the opinion of her husband in refer- 
ence to her general conduct, he could not be made to 
say that he had ever noticed anything in her of the 
nature of witcheraft. In this, and in all cases, it 
must be remembered that the account comes to us from 
those who were under the wildest excitement against the 
prisoners; that no counsel was allowed them; that, if 
anything was suffered to be said in their defense by 
others, it has failed to reach us; that the accused persons 
were wholly unaccustomed to such scenes and exposures, 
unguspicious of the perils of a cross-examination, or of an 
inquisition conducted with a design to entrap and en- 
snare; and that what they did say was liable to be mis- 
understood, as well as misrepresented. We cannot hear 
their story. All we know is from parties prejudiced, to 
the highest degree, against them. . It is undeni- 
able, that there was not, beyond the afflicted girls, a 
particle of evidence to sustain the charge on which she 
[Sarah Good] was arraigned; and that, in the worst 
aspect of her case, she was an object for compassion 
rather than punishment. Altogether, the proceedings 
against her, which terminated with her execution, were 
cruel and shameful to the highest degree.” 


Here we find it necessary to defer the remainder 
of this account to our next issue. We hope that 
its lesson will not be lost on such supporters of the 
church as may read it. The witchcraft delusion is 
a natural accompaniment of religious belief in a 
dominant stage. Whenever the belief in a devil 
and his myrmidons fills tbe mind to a certain ex- 
tent, attendant notions, such as that this devil and 
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his legions are working mischief to mankind 
through the agency of members of that race— 
The 
clergy hav always striven with might and main to 
keep this belief in the devil and his fiendish train 
at its highest pitch, and hence we may declare 
that they would if allowed perpetuate these witch- 
craft panics and persecutions without end, or until 
society dissolved under them. The lessened state 
‘of the influence of the clergy at present is the only 
cause that we do not suffer these horrcrs to-day. 
A reascent of that influence to its former hight 
would be accompanied by a corresponding revival 
of these madnesses and miseries in their olden 


witches—naturally and inevitably take rise. 


frightfulness. 


Why the Rule Applies in One Case and. Not 


in the Other. 


In a recent review of a book, we adverted to a 
difficulty that some reasoners meet in their search as 


to whether there was a first cause or creator of the 
universe. These reasoners find presented to them 
the axiom agreed on by scientists, that every thing 
or event has a cause. They are told to take this 
rule up, and go by it, and when a Theist advances 
his notion of a God who was a first cause tell him 


that there could hav been no first cause, for they 


hav a rule which shows that each thing must hav a 


cause, and so God being a thing must hav had a 


cause, and thus could not hav been a first cause. 

This suits very well so far, but trouble arises if 
the Theist argues: If you apply your rule to one 
thing you must apply it to another. If you apply 
it to God, you must apply it to the universe. You 
Materialists claim that the universe is self-existent, 
without a first cause; but if you will only apply 
your rule to it, that every thing has a cause, then 
you must admit that the universe, being a thing, 
must hav a cause; and this cause is what we The- 
ists call God. You must not apply your rule in 
one case and not in another. You must not apply 
it to God and then refuse to apply it to the uni- 
verse. 

This seems a poser to some Materialists, or Athe- 
ists. There is, however, an answer to it, which 
clears away the difficulty. This answer is stated 
by Mr. Wm. Maple with a clearness surpassing, we 
think, that of any other presenter of it, and his 
rendering of it we will accordingly giv. It is ad- 
mitted, says Mr. Maple, as it must be, that particu- 
lar things and events hav causes; but in the opin- 
ion of that writer the great mistake in the reasoning 
that givs to the great whole of things a “ begin- 
ning,” lies simply in viewing this totality, this ag- 
gregation of all things, as a thing or event. , 

The reasoning of the world that has resulted in 
the almost universal belief in a first cause may all 
be condensed into the following brief syllogism : 
Major premis, 

Every thing or event has a cause ; 

Minor premis, 
The universe—the totality of things—is a thing 
or event ; 
Conclusion, 

Therefore, the totality of things had a cause. 

But is there fallacy in this argument? 

Is the conclusion of the syllogism correct and 
necessary ? 

If both of the premises are really true there is, of 
course, no escaping the full force of the conclusion. 
Tt is in such case a true statement beyond question. 

And the first premis being admitted, it follows 
that if there is fault in the argument it lies in the 
second or minor premis, which declares the totality 
of things to be a “thing or event.” 

Now, in order to make a valid argument the 
words “thing” and “event” must be used in the 
same sense in both premises—they must represent 
the same mental conception. 

But Mr. Maple asserts that the “totality of 
things ” is not and cannot be a “thing ” or “ event” 
in the same sense and meaning that these words 
necessarily hav in the first premis; and that the ar- 
gument is, therefore, defectiv and the conclusion 
worthless. 

Mr. Maple proceeds to prove this statement in 
the following manner : 

By the word thing, event, phenomenon, or sim- 


ilar word that might be used in the major premis, 
is meant a particular thing, as compared with other 
things; one thing out of more or many; a part, an 
individual. 

The idea of relation and condition, and, hence, of 
something outside the thing considered, is a part 
of the very conception on which is based the judg- 
ment, “ every event or thing has a cause.” 

This is so evident that the proposition, “ every 
event or thing has a cause,” may, without any vio- 
lence to its meaning, be stated as follows: 

Every event or thing is the result of, and exists 
only because there are, other things or events. 

And, therefore, the words “ thing ” and “ event,” 
used in the major premis, mean a part ony? of the 
totality of things. 

But these words cannot hav this meaning in the 
minor premis. 

It requires no argument to prove T the totality 
of things is not a part of anything. 

The whole of things can never be at the same 
time a part of those things. 

Therefore, it is most evident that this argument 
is fallacious, in that it assumes that the great whole 
of things is a thing in the same sense in which this 
word is used in the first premis. 

And it is equally evident that the totality of 
things does not demand a cause, because particular 
things must hav and do hav causes. 

While as to a God, such a being would not be the 
totality of events or things, but one single thing, a 
thing apart from the rest, and the axiom that all 
particular things hav causes would apply to him. 

To repeat the whole matter in a few words: We 
say that God had a cause because all single or par- 
ticular things hav causes, and God is a single or 
particular thing; but we do not say that the 
universe had a cause, because the universe is not a 
single or particular thing. 

Or in other words: 

We say that God had a cause, because each part 
is caused by some other part, and God is a part; 
but we do not say that the universe had a cause, 
because the universe is not a part. 


S 
Another Sunday-closing Fight. 


The contest at Chicago about opening the World’s 
Fair in that city is to be reproduced in a small edi- 
tion in San Francisco. While the managers are seek- 
ing subscriptions of money to pay for the necessary 
buildings for the Midwinter Exposition, the minis- 
ters are urging that the gates yet to be built shall 
not be opened on Sundays. The Presbyterians are 
the first to giv tongue to their opinions. At a meet- 
ing of the Presbyterian clergy the subject was 
broached by Rev. H. H. Rice, of Oakland. He said 
the time is ripe for action, and in his opinion the 
first move to prevent the opening of the Fair on 
Sundays should come from the ministers. ~ The 
suggestion was approved, and upon Mr. Rice’s mo- 
tion the chairman, Rev. Joseph E. Scott, was au- 
thorized to appoint a committee to take such action 
in the matter as in their judgment would bring 
about the desired end with the least opposition. 

When asked by a reporter, “Do you think there 
will be much opposition to your project?” Rev. Mr. 
Scott said: “I think there will be. I think that at 
least four-fifths of the people of the city, outside of 
the regular church-goers, will want the Fair open 
on Sunday. I think, too, that there are many 
among the directors who want to open it, too. We 
expect Mr. De Young to be against us, more, how- 
ever, on account of his stand in the matter of the 
Chicago Fair than from any personal knowledge of 
how he stands upon the local question. Another 
thing we will hav to contend with out here which 
they do not hav in Chicago is the peculiar situation 
of the Midwinter Fair. Jackson Park by itself has 
but few attractions for the citizens of Chicago. 
Our park, however, is another matter. Every Sun- 
day, winter and summer, the driveways are crowded 
with thousands of people. They would go there 
anyway, Fair or no Fair, and when the Fair is out 
there I am afraid they will all want to take a look 
at it during their Sunday outing. The Sunday 
crowds in the Park I think are counted on by the 
promoters of the Fair materially to add to its 


financial success, and so we expect to hav a hard 
time to meet the opposition of so many. The Fair 
buildings will hav to be fenced in, however, and we 
may be able to hav the gates closed.” 

To the end that this minister and his allies may 
succeed not only in closing an exhibition, as at 
Chicago, but in shutting the people from grounds 
of healthful recreation which they would hav used 
anyway, thousands of prayers will ascend, thousands 
of grim brows be knit all the grimmer, and thou- 
Bands of evil hearts spring into fierce action at the 
thought of others enjoying themselvs when it is the 
desire of those hearts that they shall not. 

ee ee ne 
Religion Is Natural, Not Supernatural. 

Sometimes the argument is met with, that man’s 
possession of a soul is demonstrated by his having 
religious conceptions, which other animals do not 
hav. If religion, it is stated, were a thing springing 
out of the natural faculties of mind, the animals 
other than man would possess it also. Man’s pos- 
session of it, the argument goes on, is plainly the 
result of a divine bestowal of it upon him, specially 
marking him, and sealing him to his high destiny. 

However, this assertion that religion is a prop- 
erty of man alone is not true. A writer in a late 
European magazine pays the matter attention. 
Those who deny the religious sentiment to animals, 
says this magazinist, deceive themselvs. Without . 
doubt this religion is of a very inferior order, but, 
to be exact, can that of millions of human beings 
be placed: in a very elevated category? Analyze 
the religious idea, deprived of all its pretenses and 
accessories, and what do you find? Fear and 
love, from which come submission and many other 
sentiments, which, according to the quantity, are 
mixed with the two principal ingredients. Quatre- 
fages writes that “the domestic animals are relig- 
ious, for they obey those who appeal to them with 
the rod or with sugar.” In another place he says: 
“There is no difference between the i egro who 
adores a dangerous animal and the dog who cringes 
at his master’s feet to obtain pardon for a fault. 
Animals run to man for protection as the believer 
to his God.” 

The sentiment of the mysterious and aput 
ural is manifested by a number of animals and has 
been observed with some attention. Herbert 
Spencer reports some observations on a large 
mastiff which belonged to one of his friends. The 
dog, playing with a cane which had been turned 
over to him, inadvertently struck the ground very 
hard with one end of it, and naturally the other 
end struck with force against his mouth. The ani- 
mal at that unexpected manifestation showed con- 
sternation and, suspecting some sorcery, concealed 
himself. It was with great difficulty that he could 
be induced to return to his plaything. ‘ His con- 
duct showed very clearly that the cane, so long as it 
only exhibited traits with which he was familiar, 
was not considered by him as an activ agent; but 
as soon as he received an injury from it he was led, 
for the moment, to class it with animate objects, 
and to consider it as capable of injuring him anew.” 

Of course, between the religion of a dog and that 
of Pascal there are differences, but all the forms of 
transition agree; savage man, as well as the man 
who believes himself civilized, furnishes innumera- 
ble examples of this, and shows that here, as im 
other matters, the differences are in degree, not in 
kind. Animals know the sense of the mysterious ; 
they are fetishists; they ascribe life to the lifeless ; 
and what more than this comprises the religion of 
our contemporaries? Between paganism or the 
grossest, most primitiv polytheism, and the purest 
Christian religion, says the magazinist whom we 
are noticing, the distinctions are few and gradual; 
not at all specific and fundamental. On the other 
hand, between the rudiments of religion, past and 
present, and certain sentiments of the higher ani- 
mals, the differences bear the same character; the 
source is the same. 

The sentiment of religion is a natural error, not 
a supernatural perception. It isa mistake growing 
out of the imperfect faculties of the animal, whether 
the animal be higher or lower, not an insight or in- 
tuition superadded from a foreign source. 
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Religion and Pestilence. 

While cholera is attracting the public attention, 
we believe we can do nothing better than call peo- 
ple’s consideration again and again to the fact that 
religion is responsible for the disease. Dr. Walter 
Kempner, who went abroad for the state and treas- 
ury departments to make an investigation into 
choleraic cause and contagion, returns pointing 
out to us that the epidemic is fostered by re- 
ligious pilgrimages, and that its suppression is 
hindered by governments whose ear is held by the 
priest instead of the physician. In Jerusalem the 
doc'or and the other commissioners saw hundreds 
of Russian pilgrims just arrived from the provinces 
of Russia where famin and cholera were then prev- 
alent. The pilgrims came through without quaran- 
tine examination and were camped or grouped in 
one building in the suburbs of Jerusalem, living in 
dirt and adding to the unspeakable filth of the 
city. At Jerusalem the pilgrims come in contact 
with travelers from all nations; hence this city be- 
comes a focal point of contagion from any epidemic 
diséase. At Constantinople it was found that 
quarantine was a name only, vessels being permitted 
to pass through the Bosphorus from Odessa and 
other ports on the Black sea without restriction. 
The medical officer charged with the duty of estab- 
lishing quarantine restrictions told the commission- 
ers that it was impossible to carry out proper 
- quarantine regulations for two reasons—first, be- 
cause there was no money to enable him to establish 
them; and, second, because whenever any sanitary 
measure is suggested by him the Koran, the 
sacred book of the Mohammedan religion, must first 
be consulted, and if the expounders of the Koran 
find nothing in the book which by their interpre- 
tation authorizes the proposed sanitary measure, 
then it cannot be done. The Koran, he said, comes 
first, and science afterward. The investigation at 
this point shows that it was through the routes 
taken by pilgrims to and from Mecca and other 
' holy cities and the. channels through which com- 
merce passes that the cholera traveled from India 
to Mecca, passing thence northward through Persia 
to points on the Caspian se», being especially se- 
vere at Teheran, where during the autumn of 1892 
the daily deaths from cholera were upward of 1,800. 
Dr. Kempner says: 

‘The home of the cholera, as everybody knows, is in 
India. Every seventh year, when the Mohammedans in- 
dulge in their pilgrimage to Mecca, a wave of cholera is 
started abroad, which reaches over an important part of 
the world. No doubt their religious pilgrimages are 
praiseworthy from their moral point of view, but it is 
rather hard that the rest of the world, even as far off as 
America, should be made to suffer the effects of them. 

‘< Great Britain holds the key to the situation. If she 
would restrain the pilgrims from coming across the Suez 
canal to Mecca, there would be comparativly little dan- 
ger of a cholera invasion of Europe. But her interests 
oppose such a solution of the problem. Her supremacy 
in India is assured only so long as she humors therelig- 
ious customs of the nativs.” 

Now, we wish not merely to hay the reader note 
the dependence of the present cholera epidemic on 
religion, but to hav him also understand that the 
cholera epidemics of the past, and the other pesti- 
lences, all of which worked dreadful desolation 
during century after century preceding the rise of 
modern science, were likewise due to religion. In 
the fourteenth century the black death swept off 
twenty-five millions in Europe ; half the population 
of England perished. In the seventeenth century 
the great plague exterminated a large part of the 
inhabitants of Christendom. In the eighteenth cent- 
ury an unusually severe pestilence made away with 
multitudes in southern Europe. Investigators into 
physical science—into the natural causes of disease 
—attempted to discover the origin and prevention 
of these plagues just as scientists actually hav dis- 
covered them to-day; but the church which then 
ruled all was jealous that their success would draw 
popular patronage away from its own trade of deal- 
ing in sacred science, and investigating supernat- 
ural causes, and it accordingly suppressed by force 
these would-be benefactors of mankind. These 
things are told at length in the histories of former 
times. The ravages of the pestilences are depicted 
in all their destructivness and the persecutions of 
the church in all their cruelty. If people would 


read these narrations they would, thrilled with hor- 
ror and indignation, not wonder longer at the ve- 
hemence with which we Freethinkers who hav read 
them pursue the church. They would understand 
our opposition to the institution which bred 
these miseries, and which if it can ever again rise 
into equal power will infallibly breed them over 
again. 


duce visitors to come out to the park, and as a re- 
sult nearly all of the sightseers spent the day in the 
Plaisance, where the only life in the grounds was 
apparent. The hope is strong among Exposition 
officials and employees that this will be the last 
“open” Sunday, and that soon the Clingman in- 
junction forbidding the closing of the gates on the 
first day of the week will hav been dissolved. The 
reason of the directors for wanting the Fair closed 
is that every Sunday they lose about $10,000. 
They hav offered Mr. Clingman, whose injunction 
stands in the way of closing, a goodly sum of money 
to withdraw that judicial order. But at Mr. Cling- 
man’s other ear stand the proprietors of the private 
exhibitions on the Midway Plaisance, offering much 
more money to keep his injunction in force and 
continue Sunday opening. For the most of the 
Sunday visitors, repelled from the real exhibits of 
the Fair by most of them being veiled, resort to 
the Plaisance, where all is open, and the concession- 
aires there reap good harvests Sundays. Thus 
stands this complicated case, and flagrant exhibi- 
tion of Sabbatarian oppression and injury of the 
masses. 


The Church and Female Beauty. 

A Presbyterian minister of Brooklyn has adopted 
the “device of employing young women as ushers in 
his church, to draw the young men. In comment- 
ing on this, the Suz is led to describe the enmity to 
woman and woman’s charms that characterized the 
Christian church in the early centuries. We are 
pleased to hav this trait of the early church de- 
scribed to the people at large, for many of them 
know nothing of it. The church now tries to hide 
it, as it does all its past delinquencies. The Sun 
speaks out to tell that in the earlier centuries of 
Christianity, the fourth and fifth for instance, the 
church repressed the display of feminin beauty as 
a sinful provocation. Women were kept apart from 
men in the houses of worship; they were debarred 
from holding offices in the church, unless as Sisters 
of Mercy ; they were admonished to conceal their 
physical charms from the sight of men, and they 
were compelled to hold their peace in the assem- 
blies of the faithful. So, too, in recent times some 
preachers hav warned them of the danger to their 
own souls and to the souls of their brethren in- 
volved in their instinctiv use of their attractions. 
This action of the church the Sun calls an “insult 
to womanhood,” and a “contemptuous treatment of 
the greatest blessing heaven has conferred on man.” 
It suits us to find our contemporary characterizing 
the action in such direct terms of reproach. The 
denunciation is deserved. This policy of the church 
toward women was indeed shameful. The beauty 
of woman is a noble thing, and esteem and admira- 
tion of it is commendable. Depreciation of it is 
wrong-headed and despicable. Beauty is excellent, 
for one reason, because it is useful. It serves as an 
indication of merit of body and mind; and by 
choosing the females who possess it, and shunning 
those who lack it, men beget children who tend to 
inherit that merit of body and mind. Freshness of 
complexion and roundness of form are indexes of 
physical health and vigor. And those facial feat- 
ures termed beautiful are mainly signs of bright- 
ness and amiableness of disposition. 

The return of this particular Brooklyn church to 
the recognition and use of the natural, in the mat- 
ter of feminin beauty, shows that devotion to the 
supernatural is, in that district at least,in a process 
of decline. 


We shall print next week a reply to Mr. Wett- 
stein’s “ Underlying Reality,” written by his old 
friend and opponent J. R. Perry, who is, he says, 
much amused at Mr. Wettstein’s persistent attempt 
to demolish his own consciousness. Mr. Perry is 
one of the sturdiest of Spiritualists, as Mr. Wett- 
stein is of Materialists. Tus TRUTH Szzxenr’s broad 
columns are open equally to both sides of the ques- 
tion, so long as disputants keep their tempers. As 
‘for ourselvs, we are bent on demolishing priestcraft. 


— 


To Grover Cleveland, President ot the United 
States. 


Honorep Sr: I hav thought that an open let- 
ter to you through the columns of Tae Trura 
SEEKER would not be unacceptable, assuming that 
you read that most estimable paper; and if not, 
you ought to. I hav a few suggestions to 
make, which, bad they been grouped in your 
message and brought to the minds of that honor- 
able body, would be of great advantage if wisely con- 
sidered. As we are about to become a Christian 
nation, having adopted the old Hebrew tribal God 
(Jehovah) and our trust in him is recognized and 
stamped on our coin without the sanction or even 
the knowledge of the people, our first suggestion is 
that you in cabinet council instruct our superintend- 
ent of the mint or coinage to remove that false 
dogma, “In God We Trust,” from our coin and place 
it where it properly belongs—if it belongs anywhere 
in any connection with the nation—and that is, 
place the same on the flag of the nation instead of 
on the coin, and hav that “trust in God” wave 
from the mast-héad of every vessel in our navy, 
thus giving the lie to that assertion of Napoleon 
Bonaparte, “That he had always noticed tbat the 
Lord was on the side of the heaviest artillery.” 
My next suggestion is, that on the coin dollar you 
recommend to be inscribed, “No Trust,” and on the 
half dollar, “Terms Cash,” and then to enable these 
measures to be carried out you recommend that the 
secretary of the treasury be authorized to issue a 
sufficient amount of treasury-notes to do it with, 
for a people despoiled of their circulating medium 
to so large an extent are forced into debt, which is 
to be forced into crime. I would further suggest 
that you deal somewhat with the national banknote 
(so-called), about midway on the top of which is in- 
scribed these words, “ national currency,” which is 
a square lie and is placed there to allure, 
deceive, and betray a confiding people. The 
same currency is not national in any sense, 
but is only a piece of corporation paper, and 
is only claimed to be “national” by virtue of an 
unconstitutional law; and if that term “national 
currency” belongs anywhere, it is on the United 
States treasury-note, for that is national—made 
and issued by the nation—-and it seems plain that 
this whole business was only a scheme of cupidity 
to giv a false appearance—that a banknote indorsed 
by government on the back is good, while a 
treasury-note made and issued by government on 
the face is not good, but a “rag baby,” which 
means that the corporation note has a credit 
superior to the treasury-note. And there is one 
other consideration I would respectfully suggest— 
that as the Union army has now been pretty well 
pensioned, the Salvation Army be gone through 
with and pensioned also, and especially those that 
early “girded on the armor” and battled faithfully 
for “union,” which, carried to extreme, is central- 
ization of power—which is monarchy. And my 
last suggestion is, that as banks deal only ia 
money, the same constituting their stock in trade, 
you cause to be inscribed prominently on the 
top of every banknote this motte, “In National 
Bonds We Trust.” And so with these simple meas- 
ures adopted the nation may survive. Otherwise we 
shall continue to look for “kingdom come,” bonds, 
interest, power, and gold till the republic shal! end. 

Newark, N. J. H. J. Avery. 


The Zrue American says that it did not, as was 
recently stated by us, publish as authentic a 
spurious encyclical of the pope. If this is the case, 
we express to that journal our sorrow at having 
wronged it; and with a lessened confidence in the 
reputedly very accurate New York Sun, on whose 
authority we made the statement, and a wish that 
the American Protectiv Association would be as 
ardent in removing Bible-reading from the schools 
as in excluding Catholic ceremonies, will bid the 
A. P. A. journal farewell. Beyond this denial of 
publishing a self-evident forgery, the remainder of 
the True American’s editorial is blather. 


The Columbian Exposition was open last Sunday, 
but the attendance was light. Visitors were al- 
lowed in all the buildings except the Government, 
but most of the exhibits were closed. The manage- 
ment of the Fair offered no attraction of any kind, 
nor were there any services in Festival Hall to in- 
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Gommunications. 


Dynamicism vs. Agnosticism. 


To raz Epirorn or Taz Troura Szkxer, Sir: In 
your valuable article on “Materialism vs. Ideal- 
ism,” in Tse Teruras Seeger of July 15th, are 
given some of the points of Professor Huxley’s 
creed that are worth attending to—as is everything 
that pertains to Huxley, even when we are obliged 
to differ from him. 

It seems impossible to dissent from the proposi- 
tion that all the knowledge we possess at first- 
hand and absolutely is the knowledge of our sen- 
sations or feelings. These we undeniably feel and 
therefore know, but the cause that lies behind 
them we do not feel; we only judge what it is ex- 
clusivly by means of our feelings. All knowledge 
of things outside of ourselvs or even inside of our- 
selvs, if outside of our sensations and feelings, is 
got by inference—that is, processes of reasoning. 
And we know nothing whatever of things outside 
of ourselvs except upon circumstantial evidence. 
But we are accustomed to regard this evidence as 
mighty good in a great many cases and hav all 
settled down in the belief that our sensations are 
caused by things outside of themselvs. We hav, 
for example, a disagreeable feeling we call hunger. 
We know this much absolutely, that we hav the 
feeling and that it is disagreeable; but we do not 
know what caused it or what will cure it. We be- 
lieve, however, that we hav been hungry before and 
that we were cured in a certain way. We believe 
(but do not know absolutely) that we hav hands and 
a mouth and a stomach, and that outside of us there 
are substances called food—whether spiritual, ideal, 
or material we donot know; but at any rate we be- 
lieve we inserted some of it in our mouth and that 
in a short time the disagreeable feeling of hunger 
vanished and was succeeded by one of satisfaction. 
We hav another belief—a mighty far-fetched one, 
a long way from absolute knowledge—that we can 
repeat this operation and satisfy hunger again. So 
we proceed to believe that we reach out and get 
food and swallow it and after a short delay we get 
through the uncertainties of mere belief, or believe 
we do, and reach the solid ground of an absolute 
knowledge in the shape of a sensation of satisfac- 
tion. Thus beginning with a positiv knowledge in 
the shape of a sensation of hunger we pass through 
a series of beliefs, and reach another tract of posi- 
tiv knowledge. So far, we agree with Huxley, 
Berkeley, Descartes, Fichte, ete., and do not ‘see 
what reason any materialist can hav for dissent. 
But we must even go further and assert that the 
sensations we hav of our beliefs are not conclusiv; 
in other words, that when we hava feeling that our 
belief is so and so, it may in reality be quite differ- 
ent. In fact, except by inference we do not know 
we hav beliefs, thoughts, opinions, etc., at all, any 
more than we know we hav fingers or clothes. 
This is proved by the fact that thoughts are sepa- 
rable from sensations (as I hav shown in “Dynamic 
Theory,” page 965) and that beliefs are not of them 
selvs sensations, but as we commonly say and þe- 
lieve, they often, but not always, giv rise to them. 

. That is, we hava sensation of having such and such 
an idea or opinion, but the sensation is all we know 
absolutely and whether the idea is really behind it 
and is the cause of it, is inferential for precisely the 
same reason and in the same way as is the posses- 
sion of teeth or hair. Now right here is where I 
am obliged to take issue with Professor Huxley. 
He says (as you quote), the arguments appear to 
“show that our certain knowledge does not extend 
beyond our states of consciousness.” “But, 
if this is true our one certairfty is the existence of 
the mental world,” etc. Not at all; if this is true, 
we hav no certainty whatever of the existence of the 
mental world any more than we hav of the physical. 
The only certainty in the case would be the feeling 
or sensation, it might be of heat or cold or red or 
sound or pain or pressure; but how do these estab- 
lish the certainty of a mental world as distinguished 
from a physical one? They do not do it at all, except 
upon the assumption that they themselvs (the sen- 
sations) are mental, and this assumption is always 
made by the metaphysicians. But it is as plain as 
day that in this they beg the entire question. They 
slip right off from their own fundamental proposi- 
tion, that sensations are all we know, and proceed 
to assume to know that sensations are not phys- 
ical. 

When we follow the common use and call them 
mental it is with the reservation and understand- 
ing that the mental is only a subdivision of the 
physical. And so we affirm that sensations are 
physical, even though by way of distinction they be 
called mental. 

Now, neither an assumption on one hand nor an 


affirmation on the other amounts to anything with- 
out proof. And according to the proposition 
agreed to at the start, the only sort of proofs pos- 
sible are circumstantial and inferential, the direct 
original sensations themselvs not by any possibility 
settling the question or even indicating any ques- 
tion to be settled. And now an important pre- 
liminary to be determined is what we mean by 
physical. The term is applied first to substances 
or things, collectivly called matter, and second to 
the motions of these things. We observe that 
bodies are sometimes at rest (or comparativly so), 
and sometimes in motion, and that when the mo- 
tion of any one begins or is accelerated it is the re- 
sult or sequel ot an impact from another body in 
motion that simultaneously loses as much motion 
as the first one gains. That is, body No. 1 at rest 
happening in the way of body No. 2 in motion, No. 
1 “resists” the motion of No. 2 and reduces it, 
while No. 2 disturbs the rest of No. 1 and sets No. 
l in motion. In view of the foregoing, I define a 
physical body to be one that is competent to resist, 
reduce, and acquire to itself the motion of another 
body, or to lose such motion to a third body by an 
impact against it. Now, what proofs hav we that 
such bodies exist? In the Morse system of telegra- 
phy the letters of the alphabet are formed by dots 
and dashes separated by spaces, and it is obvious 
that the spaces are just as essential as the dots and 
dashes. In fact, but for the spaces the dots and 
dashes could not exist as such but would form a 
continuous line. 

When an operator receives a message in the 
usual way by the ear, each dot or dash is repre- 
sented to his ear as a sensation of sound, and each 
space represents a pause in time, during which he 
has no sensation, but of which he has just as full a 
certainty as he has of the positiv sensations that 
denote the dots and dashes. But again, the sensa- 
tion of the dash is different from that of the dot 
quite positivly, and yet only as regards its duration. 
So here we hav either as original sensations or as 
the very earliest of perceptions, a knowledge of 
space as a blank destitute of sensation, or space 
filled in to constitute an extension and giving a 
sensation of continuity and contiguity, and a knowl- 
edge of time either as a blank pause without sensa- 
tion or as a continuous, extended, unbroken sensa- 
tion. 

(The measurement of spaces and intervals of 
time are probably accomplished by the activ sensa- 
tions of other things occupying such spaces, and we 
get no idea of times during which sensory impres- 
sions cease to be received, as in sleep, hypnotism, 
paralysis of sensation, etc.) 

Without the sense of times and spaces, duration 
and extension, it is obvious that no adequate con- 


ceptions could be formed of anything, and all our | 


sensations would be so many detached impressions, 
disconnected, and therefore meaningless. But all 
our positiv sensations are separated and connected 
by these negativ ones, until all together they affect 
our sensorium as if acomplete picture of something 
were printed on it. We do not at first know that this 
picture is due to something outside of ourselvs. 
But this conviction comes to everyone by the 
mutual limitations, corrections, and reinforcements 
the sensations put upon one another. Thus the 
sense of sight alone does not convey an idea that 
the object seen is at a distance—it may be in the 
brain itself, for all we know, and in dreams in a 
certain sense it is. But other. senses, as that of 
touch, interfere to modify that of sight, and convey 
to us a sense of the object seen being at a distance, 
the identity of the two becoming a matter of sensa- 
tion also, by the perception of the same qualities in 
the object by different senses or different methods 
of the same sense. 

It seems hardly necessary to go any further in 
this direction, or to seriously controvert philoso- 
phers who write books for people and deliver ad- 
dresses to audiences of the existence of which out- 
side of their consciousness they say they hav no 
certain evidence, and who, if they do exist, are like- 
wise instructed that the books, the people, and the 
philosopher who is supposed to address them, are 
possibly but the figments of their own baseless 
fancy. 

If we begin at consciousness and trace backward 
the causes that lie behind it, we come to the ex- 
ternal world. This is the method of the idealist or 
spirital school, and, having assumed consciousness 
to be spiritual, it is not strange that as each cause, 
one behind the other, came into view they would 
all appear spiritual to them. The materialist, on 
the other hand, beginning in the physical world 
and passing from one physical cause to another, 
finally reaches consciousness. So his conclusion is 
that everything, including consciousness, is physical. 
The point of agreement between these two is sig- 
nificant. They practically agree that there is but 


one nature and one system of causes covering both 
consciousness and the world external to it. One 
says the external world must be spiritual to hav 
produced spirit, the other says consciousness must 
be physical,to be connected with and influenced by 
physical causes. Now one or the other of these 
parties must be right. The third assumption, that 
there may be both spiritual and physical existence 
and causation acting together and influencing each 
other, is out of the question, for the simple reason 
that nothing can act upon a physical body, or be 
acted on by one, unless it possesses resistance, and, 
2s defined above, such.a body is physical. All the 
bodies we get any sensation from or idea of come 
under the head of physical bodies because they 
possess resistance, and whenever they move their 
motion can be shown to be the sequel of the 
motion of some other body. 

The chemists inform us that there are seventy- 
three elements or distinct bodies which they are 
unable to reduce to simpler forms and from which 
all other bodies are compounded. There is another 
body, however, discovered by the physicists and 
admitted by all natural philosophers to exist, al- 
though never seen by any of them, and that sub- 
stance is called ether. It occupies all space and fills 
the pores and spaces between the molecules of solid 
and fluid bodies. Every motion of every body com- 
municates motion to the ether in and around it, 
and by reason of the elasticity of ether this motion 
is transferred across and through it in all directions. 
The agitation of this ether by the activity of the 
materials in the sun, in a star, in a lamp, or even in 
a burning match is communicated from particle to 
particle by an. undulatory or waving motion till it 
finally reaches our eye, is thence propagated to the 
brain and there sets up one or more of the sensa- 
tions of color, as red, yellow, green, blue, etc., or 
all of them at once, giving the compound sensation 
of white. Now it is essential to distinguish be- 
tween the ether and its motions. While the ether 
is still, as in a dark room, we get no sensation; but 
light a match and instantly the ether is set in mo- 
tion, and this motion reaching the brain cells is 
communicated to the material that feels and its 
motion is feeling. It is a sensation, say, of redness. 
It is only a particular sort of feeling substance in 
which the motion called redness can be set up. It | 
appears not to exist in the brains of some color-blind 
people. What the nature of the substance is we do . 
not know, but that it is competent to be started in 
motion by ether undulations of a certain length is 
about as certain as any knowledge we possess; and 
its motion ts feeling. Professor Huxley says in 
one of his essays that it “givs rise” to a feeling. 
If motion givs rise to a feeling, the feeling itself is 
motion; for while motion is transferred from one 
body to another it is never destroyed—it is always 
the motion of something. Therefore, no matter 
how many removes we may place the feeling, red- 
ness, away from the motion of sunlight, we are 
still under the necessity of considering it the mo-ion 
of something. Furthermore, this feeling substance 
is a physical body because it complies with ‘the def- 
inition in being set in motion by the motion of a 
physical antecedent; and feeling is a physical mo- 
tion because it is a term in a series of physical 
motions. We hav the feeling of redness on condi- 
tion that certain physical motions hav preceded it, 
otherwise we do not hav it. It is nothing to the 
point to say, as Professor Huxley does, that red- 
ness is totally unlike any of the phenomena we 
commonly regard as physical. If our notions of 
what belong to the physical are too narrow they 
must be widened to suit the indicated facts. Again, 
Professor Huxley says that if we should be able to 
follow the physical chain of the materials up to the 
last molecule concerned in the sensation we should 
still be unable to include “the feel of redness 
within the bounds of physical science.” If a man 
is to be Agnostic, it ought to be ona point like 
this, that surely nobody knows. But it is precisely 
of this unsupported assumption that Professor 
Huxley feels most certain and calls it a plain truth. 
It is equivalent to saying that even if we could get 
directly at the feeling substance in the brain, we 
could not by any possible scientific test get a con- 
tinuation of the motion constituting the feeling in 
any form competent to set up feeling in ourselvs. 
For all the tests we hav or can hav of motion are 
by its transfer and continuation in some form that 
can finally become feeling in us. 
` Thus, if a red object is too distant to be £ seen 
with the naked eye we can use a telescope, which 
concentrates more force upon the eye and so sup- 
plies enough energy to vibrate the feeling substance 
of red sensation. It is hardly safe to say what we 
could not do with this feeling substance if we could 
get at it directly, but we can prove that in its nor- 
mal place in the brain its surroundings are such 
that its motions are continued on by transfer to 
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other bodies, and it is physical in giving motion as 
well as in receiving it. 

For example, an engineer running a train at a 
rapid speed suddenly sees a red flag or red lantern 
in the middle of the track. Instantly a lot of pon- 
derous machinery—muscles, levers, the throttle- 
valve, the reversing apparatus, the brakes—are put 
in motion to stop the train. What is the cause of 
it all? The feeling of redness. If the flag had 
been white, or if the man were color-blind, so that 
the red flag could not cause in him a feeling of 
redness, then with a feeling of whiteness, he would 
hav rushed along in safety, or with no color feeling 
at all, hav plunged into disaster. Thus redness 
alone, a motion of the feeling substance, is sufficient 
to disturb a long train of other sensations that finally 
culminate in a will and muscular activity. It is 
nothing to the point to say that feeling does not 
appear at all like other physical motions. Is the 
motion of a waterfall anything like heat? Is the 
motion of a dynamo anything like light? These 

‘motions all differ only because the things that 
move differ; and when we understand the physical 
structure of the moving bodies we generally see why 
they move in the way they do. If “our posterity ” 
ever get acquainted with the feeling substance of 


the brain they may possibly be able to see why its | 


motion has that recurred or self-reflected quality 
that makes it apperception. At any rate, if we can 
be sure of anything, we must be sure that sensa- 
tion is motion like heat aud light, and not a thing 
like gas or ether, and that it is interchangeable with 
the motions of bodies recognized to be physical. 
Minneapolis, Minn. Jas. B. ALEXANDER. 


A Few Pictures Perfectly Painted. 
WHEN AN EXCUSE IS EASY. 

If we hav a thief in our own family we can very 
often, through pity and sympathy, overlook his 
crimes, and even go so far as to misjudge the court 
in his favor. If we hav a liar in our own family, we 
can very often learn to believe many an honest man 
a liar in order to vindicate that particular one in 
our own family. Sins in-our own families and 
among our close friends look small; in those of 
whom we know little they are magnified. The sin 
of a Christian looks very small to a Christian, while 
the sin of a Freethinker looks very large in the eyes 
of a Christian. 

An editor who was a Freethinker married in a 
Christian family. An elder sister of his wife had 
some years before married a farmer. Farming was 
apparently too slow, so this gentleman taught 
school, was a book-agent, moved to the same town 
where his brother-in-law was editing his newspaper, 
and there engaged in the sale of organs, pianos, 
and sewing-machines, still retaining his farm, which 
was only two miles away. One Sunday the editor 
and his family were invited to take dinner at the 
home of the other sister. The wife of the editor 
proceeded t? her sister's home, but the editor did 
not accompany her. When asked why she was 
. alone, she honestly confessed that her husband, be- 
sides editing his own paper, was under contract to 
write for several other papers and that he was com- 
pelled to do some work on Sunday. The parents 
of the women were also present, and putting their 
heads together the editor was condemned, hell 
pictured off, and in fact there was every prospect of 
family trouble. 

Things cooled off some when the gentleman who 
lived on the other brother-in-law’s farm drove up to 
a post and tied his horse. The ex-farmer brother- 
in-law greeted him cordially and, after courtesies 
were exchanged with the ladies, the two men pro- 
ceeded to the barn. What for? “Would this great 
Christian brother-in-law do anything similar on 
Sunday to that which he so bitterly opposed in the 
editor? The folks in the house knew just what 
was going on in the barn.: The matter had pre- 
viously been discussed. The horse owned by the 
organ, piano, and sewing-machine brother-in-law 
was better suited for farming, and the farmer owned 
a horse which was better adapted to sewing-machine 
business than to farming. © at, then, was going 
on at the barn? Maust I tell you? Why, a horse- 
trade! Andon Sunday! It did not raise a com- 
motion at the house. But when the editor arrived 
from his office things looked very blue for hin, be- 
cause he had written a two-column article that Sun- 
day morning. 

All this proves what I said in the first paragraph 
of this article. The editor was a Freethinker, and 
his Sunday work was a crime. The other brother- 
in-law was a hardshell Lutheran, and he could trade 
horses on Sunday without the least family jar. Not 
God alone, but the people, hav a right to judge 
here. , 

THR DIFFERENCE IN TWO SCIENTIFIC JOURNALS. 


— Tur Trova Szexer is authority in a certain branch 
of science. The Scientific American is an authority 


in another branch of science. Both publications are 
year ago (June 25, 1892) there appeared in the 


Man,” by Garrett P. Serviss. 
were fine, and all that art and genius could produce. 
They were taken from the originals in the Urania 
Scientific Theater at Carnegie Hall. 


age through chaos, the writer says: “The next 
when the crust of'the earth had become compara- 
above the sea. 
the low, moist lands of the globe were clothed with 


a wonderful vegetation, forming strange forests, in 
which plants allied to some of the reeds and the 


and expect to repent, when they get too old to 
hustle for a living, and go straight up to heaven. 
I hav talked to one man who has killed several men, 
and he believes that we all hav a spirit that will liv 
forever, and yet he does not seem to feel alarmed 
about his future happiness.” 

A SALVATION ARMY LIAR. 

The question has often been asked: ‘Are the 
members of the Salvation Army sincere?” As you 
cannot judge a body by the doings of an individual, 
it would be vain for meor any other man to attempt 
to answer the question. One night last winter I 
stopped for a few moments near the corner of Vine 
and Eighth streets, in the city of Philadelphia, to 
listen to a lot of these religious fanatics. A woman 
in the ring was speaking. I drew nearer, and I 
suppose besides myself and others in the crowd God 
heard her say: “Now, in Chicago, where I liv,” 
etc., “the Salvation Army has accomplished” so 
and so. Now, there is not much in that, yet I hav 
seen that very woman “pulled in” by the Williams- 
port, Pa., police more than once for her violation 
and defiance of city laws governing the Salvation 
Army. This woman never lived in Chicago, but 
was and always has been a resident of Williams- 
port, where her name can be obtained either at the 
county jail or police headquarters at any time. She 
did not want to tell that Philadelphia crowd that 
she was from a small city of thirty thousand peo- 
ple. Chicago would giv her more prestige. She 
did not expect anyone in that crowd knew her, and 
that God had other business and would not see or 
hear her. 


credits to the sciences they represent. About one 
Scientific American an article, “From Chaos to 
The illustrations 


In speaking 
of the different periods of the earth, after its pass- 


scene carries us forward: millions of years to a time 


tivly stable, and broad continents had appeared 
This is the carboniferous age, when 


club mosses of to-day attained the’ size of great 
trees, such as the Lepidodendra, the Sigillaria, 
and the Calamites.” 

Mr. Serviss tells us that it was millions of years 
after earth appeared from chaos and water to the 
time of the carboniferous age. The age of glaciers 
the author approximately fixes at “two hundred 
and forty thousand. years ago, and to hav ended 
forty thousand years ago.” 

As theological students, with the assistance of 
the Bible, fix the existence of Adam at about six 
thousand years, there seems to be by Mr. Serviss’s 
article a big period existing between the formation 
of the earth and the existence of man; but using 
the Bible’s own language there was only six days— 
or rather God made the earth on the first day and 
on the sixth day he made Adam. 

Mr. Serviss’s article is very able, but it can lead 
a man to believe nothing more than that the earth 
was formed, as well as all it contains, by the only 
true god—nature. No other God is recognized in 
the article. Although worthy of publication in so 
great a publication as the Scientific American, I 
don’t see how that journal can escape the slander 
of Christianity. Surely, as portrayed here by pen 
and pencil, the world existed millions of years be- 
fore the Bible’s God. Would the verdict of the God- 
fearing people hav been the same had those illus- 
trations and the article appeared in Tue Trove 
SEEKER? But the aim of the Scientific American 
was not to antagonize Christianity. lt was simply 
to prove scientific exploits, not even recognizing a 
God or the Bible. 

IN THE COMPANY OF SUPERSTITIOU3 PEOPLE. 

Two years ago I traveled a distance of four or 
five miles in a stage-coach, in the anthracite coal 
regions. Ignorant people are superstitious, and 
especially certain classes of the foreign element. 
The coal region of Pennsylvania is the place to find 
superstition and churches. In this coach were 
about eight women and two men besides myself. We 
had just left the town and all the passengers seemed 
bound for the railroad depot where I was going. 
One woman began a conversation by stating that 
the little eight-year-old daughter of the evangelical 
minister of the town we had just left was to be 
buried that day. Everybody in the coach expressed 
regret at her death, and then the wcman began to 
tell a cold and startling story. “Last night,” be- 
gan the woman, “there was not a soul in that min- 
ister’s parlor, which adjoined the room containing 
the corpse, and all at once the organ in the parlor 
began to play ‘Nearer My God to Thee.’ This was 
the favorit ‘piece’ of the dead child.” The women 
and men, and even the driver of that coach, looked 
at each other in holy horror. They believed that 
the organ had really begun to play that little girl’s 
favorit “piece” without any human fingers upon 
the keyboard. I was sitting in one corner of the 
coach, when the woman who told the story looked 
at me so sharply for some expression of belief or 
disbelief, that I sneered in her face. I was then 
looked upon as some great monster, and as I was 
walking backward and forward on the platform of 
the depot waiting for the train I could see little 
groups of the party talking to each other very con- 
fidentially, and by catching a word once in a while 
I learned that they were wondering who and what 
I was, just because I was not superstitious enough 
to believe the organ lie. 

RELIGIOUS BIGOTRY IN THE WEST. 

A very popular Pennsylvania humorist is at 
present living in Colorado. Ina private letter to 
me of recent date he says among other things: “I 
hav always heard people boast of the broad and 
liberal views of Western people—the Western peo- 
ple boast of it themselvs. Well, they are not. You 
will find more religious bigotry here than anywhere 
else. The biggest ‘skirts’ are the biggest men in 
the church. Of course one meets with some good 
fellows, but they are scarce. Here, in ; 
there are over a dozen men who hav killed from 
one to ten men. While none of them are church- 
members, they all believe in the story about Jesus, 


SYMPATHY WITH A VENGEANCE. 

A little five-year-old boy had been buried, and 
the friends and relativs of the family had come 
bick to the house. The minister was there also to 
console and administer spiritual advice to the par- 
ents. This is the way he consoled the father: 
“You may be glad your little boy is in heaven, for 
had he grown to manhood he might hav entertained 
his father’s erratic views about our savior and 
redeemer Jesus Christ and been lost. You can 
sing praises to God that your darling is in heaven 
with him who doeth all things well.” If that 1s 
Christian consolation, pray giv me not of it. 

Watsontown, Pa. J. Warp Disa. 


The Doctrin of Peace and Charity. 


One of the most difficult things for a radical be- 
liever in anything is to imagin himself standing in 
the shoes of a person who is just as radical in an 
opposit belief. The result of an argument between 
two persons who so honestly differ in opinion is 
generally a violent antagonism that stultifies judg- 
ment and paralyzes reason. The conversion of any 
person to a different form of belief cannot be ac- 
complished by abuse of the believer or by a violent 
denunciation of the things he believes in. Change 
in belief to be effectual must be accomplished by 
dispassionate logic and the presentation of facts in 
such a manner as to avoid the slightest shadow of 
anger. The more gentlemanly the method em- 
ployed to present a fact, the more effectual its work 
when dispassionately received. The man who has 
calmly reasoned for himself, and thus been made to 
change his ideas, can afterward bear to hear his 
discarded belief ridiculed; but never until then. 
There is as likely to be intolerance in the ranks of 
those who call themselvs Freethinkers and Liberals 
as among the churches. As church intolerance 
and bigotry fans disbelief in religion into an 
activ flame of anger and resistance, so may the Ag- 
nostic and Freethinker of whatever shade embitter 
the Christian follower against Liberalism by too 
violent denunciation of the church. I confess to 
hav felt like calling many a devout Christian a fool 
for not seeing things as I did, and the greatest 
struggle I hav before me to-day is to overcome this 
natural tendency to intolerance. I believe that 
there are only the seeds of future weakness sown 
by the violent and aggressiv Freethinker. To liv 
and expand, the doctrin of peace must thoroughly 
impregnate the councils of those who unite in or- 
ganizations for the spread of Liberal ideas. As 
every aggressiv movement of the Christian church 
has in reality weakened its influence and lost true 
followers, Liberals should be warned by the ex- 
ample of their opponents. We may talk about 
peace and justice, liberty of thought, reason, and 
charity existent as principles among us, but there 
are too many who fail to practice them in their in- 
tercourse with church-members, and thereby create 
an antagonism that rises as an impassable barrier 
against every fact and truth in history and every 
effort to throw light into the dark byways of super- 
stition. J. B. Swsrr. 
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International Congress of Freethinkers. 


The weeks and days are rolling by, and the time 
of this great Congress is rapidly drawing near. 
The committee desires to vividly imprint upon the 
minds of all true friends of our cause the impor- 
tance of this great event. Some do not seem to 
fully realize it as yet. They appear to regard it as 
a merely every-day event, an event of local character 
and meaning. Some of our friends are of the opin- 
ion that its influence can only extend to the lo- 
cality wherein it may be held, and beyond this 
they fail to realize the meaning, the weight, and 
vast importance that will be centered in and around 
this gathering. Remember this is not a local con- 
gress of any one society, it is not a congress of one 
state or territory, it is not a congress of any one 
country or one nation. It is a Congress of all na- 
tions, of all races, and of all tongues; it is a Con- 
gress affecting our cause the world over; it is a 
Congress whose principles are universal in charac- 
ter; it is a Congress the influence of which must be 
far-reaching, overstepping the bounds of national 
ties and purely local feelings of country. At this 
Congress the principles and the interests of our 
cause in every part df the globe are to be discussed 
and declared. It is not only that the eyes of or- 
thodoxy in America will be upon us, but the re- 
ligious world at large will watch with exceeding 
great interest the outcome of its deliberations. 
They will exult in our failure, and frown upon our 
success. Success to us at this Congress means 
their speedy and ultimate defeat, but failure at such 
a time means that the chains of mental bondage 
shall be tightened just a little more, and the 
triumph of the aristocracy of the church as against 
the democracy of the people prolonged in conse- 
quence. Again would I impress upon the minds of 
all this one fact—that we, the Freethinkers of 
America, hav invited the world at large to partici- 
pate in this Congress with us. We must show them 
our true generosity and our national hospitality to- 
ward them. Great things are naturally expected 
from us, and it is a consummation devoutly to be 
wished that the Freethinkers of America will not be 
found lacking in sympathy or indifferent as to the 
general results of this Congress. In your name is 
this Congress being held, under your auspices was 
it inaugurated. We must now work together ‘for 
its success. Everything of a nature most vital to 
the future prospects of the cause of Freethought 
depends upon it. We want this Congress of the 
World’s Freethinkers—the first of its kind ever held 
upon our shores—to be a Congress worthy of the 
United States and the cause of Freethought in gen- 
eral. Many Freethinkers hesitate about subscrib- 
` ing to anything of this kind outside their own lo- 
cality. They feel that they are not called upon to 
assist in any undertaking that may be inaugurated 
or transacted outside their own district. These 
forget that upon an occasion of this kind the entire 
forces of our party are affected ; every town, every 
village, and every locality will feel the beneficial 
influences of our success at this time, and the con- 
verse is equally true, for each will feel the dis- 
astrous results of failure. 

Our cause has a universal prerogativ, our con- 
cerns are with all mankind without distinction of 
country or color; and though we claim no absolute 
right to command or-enforce obedience to our de- 
mands, still we can assert the right of each to per- 
form their respectiv duties in this direction, and in 
asking for your help, your assistance, and your 
encouragement toward securing the greater and 
better success of this Congress, I urge again that 
it is not a privilege we are affording you, but a 
duty we assign to you and ask you to perform. 
Thomas Paine said, “ Tyranny, like hell, is not 
easily conquered, yet we hav this consolation with 
us, the harder the conflict, the more glorious the 
triumph.” Born of an earnest desire for the right, 
imbued with a glorious hope for the triumph of our 
cause, your committee will feel amply rewarded for 
their labors, their time, their energy, and their en- 
thusiasm if you will only help us to secure the suc- 
cess of this Congress and assist in our triumph 
over ecclesiastical tyranny. ‘l'yranny of such a 
character is indeed a hell of itself, which to conquer 
may not be an easy task, but we can fortify our- 
selvs with truth, and with the light of human 
reason, buoyed up with human hopes, we may break 
through the dark and hovering clouds of ignorance, 
illuminating the pathway of life, showing to men 
and women, in characters of living light, a higher 
and a nobler state of human progression. This is 
the object that the leaders of our cause hav had be- 
fore them in all ages of the world. Our leaders of 
to-day are actuated by the same motivs, the same 
principles—the same ultimatum being the goal 
upon which their eyes are fixed, ever luring them 
on, and whereon all their efforts are directed. The 


forthcoming Congress should be made the fulcrum, 
or the turning-point, in the Listory of our cause. 
A new era of religious and political freedom should 
be declared, and the inherent rights of man, 
woman, and child asserted and set forth. Where 
in the broad expanse of universal thought could 
nobler sentiments be found, purer thoughts por- 
trayed upon the canvases of our minds, embody- 
ing a nobler cause than ours? Is not this sufficient 
to secure for us the help and the good wishes of all? 
Yet, alas, how many remain so indifferent upon 
such important matters, which affect the whole of 
mankind to the uttermost recesses of our earth. 
Realize then that the Congress is at hand. Roll 
up your contributions, that they may be too fast 
for us to record or count them. At this time 
everything depends upon unity of action by all 
concerned. If each would giv as he or she can 


a fixed rule of transmission would necessarily fol- 
low the line I had then and there drawn. 

Nothing could be farther from my idea of the 
workings of the law of heredity. 

Nothing could be more absurdly inadequate to 
the solution and comprehension of a great basic 
principle. 

Again, an auditor or critic remarks that, “We 
must not forget that we also get our heredity from 
God,” which is much as if one were to say, in teach- 
ing the multiplication table, “Remember that three 
times three is nine, except only the times when God 
makes it fifteen.” So absolute a misconception of 
the very meaning of the word heredity could hardly 
be illustrated in any other way as in the idea of 
“getting it from God.” 

Scientific terms and facts of this nature cannot 
be confounded with metaphysical and religious 


afford, a sufficient fund would be immediately speculation without hopeless confusion as to ideas, 
placed in the hands of your committee so that suc- {and absolute wortllessness as to the results of the 


cess would be certain, a grand and glorious victory | investigation. 


could be achieved, and our. cause receive such an 


The very foundation principle of evolution itself 


impetus, that the combined efforts of orthodoxy | depends upon the persistence of the laws of hered- 


would utterly fail to check it, even for an instant, 
in its onward course. 

We hav already secured the services of several 
of our best lecturers of both sexes. To add to the 
glory and success of Woman’s Day, there will be 
present to address the Congress Susan H. Wixon, 
Voltairine de Cleyre, Mattie P. Krekel, Lillie D. 
White, Mrs. M. A. Freeman, Dr. Juliet Severance; 
and we are expecting also Mrs. Katie Kehm Smith, 
secretary of the Oregon State Secular Union. Our 
lady lecturers will not necessarily be confined to 
Woman’s Day alone, but will also be heard upon 


itary traits, habits, and conditions, modified and 
diversified by environment and by the introduction 
of other hereditary strains from other lines of 
ancestry. 

Of course, there are people who do not believe 
that evolution evolves with any greater degree of 
regularity and persistence than is consistent with 
the idea of a deity who is liable to change his plans 
to meet the prayers or plaints of aspiration or re- 
pentance of those who chance to beg or demand of 
him certain immunities from the workings of the 
laws of nature. But with this type of mentality— 


other days during the Congress. Do not forget | with this grade of intellectual grasp—it were fruit- 


that G. W. Foote and Charles Watts will represent 
our English friends, both of whom will address the 
Congress. The other speakers who hav already 
been secured are, Samuel P. Putnam, C. B. Waite, 
Captain Adams, John R. Charlesworth, T. B. Wake- 
man, John E. Remsburg, Franklin Steiner, Dr. J. 
L. York, and others. 

"Tis true the prospects are decidedly increasing 
for the successful termination of the Congress, but 
the hands of the committee are somewhat cramped 
for the want of funds. I trust, then, that our 
friends will realize the necessity of prompt and im- 
mediate action, and that each will giv what they 
can as their share toward the general expenses. 

Bear in mind that the Congress meets on the 
lst day of October. We want all to attend who can 
conveniently do so; help to swell the crowds that 
shall congregate in the name of our cause upon 
this auspicious occasion. By our association we can 
greatly influence and affect each other. By these 
means we may tend to increase both the happiness 
of ourselvs and those around us. Here, then, is 
our duty; here is the allegiance we owe to each 
other; here lies the ground of our operations, and 
the object of our future work. 

: Joan R. CHARLESWORTH, 

Sec. Committee of Arrangements. 

345 W. Randolph st., Chicago, Ill. 


THE FREETHOUGHT FEDERATION OF AMERICA. 
Since my last report, I hav received the following 
donations toward the Congress: 


Mrs. E. A. Pantor, Wedron, Ill............cccccccceceeeeee $1 00 
B. Doschler, Charleston, S. O........cccccccccasecsencceeees 
John Mitchell, Dorchester, Mass...............cecccccees 3 
O. Child, Moline, Ill. .....cccscececccececesseecccceaceeace 25 00 
A. B. Lennox, Bay City, Mich.... 
Geo. L. Pratt, Ridgway, N. Y... 
Jcnathan Wells, Applegate, Ore. 


Alex. Cochran, Franklin, Pa.............ccccessesesescceeee 10 00 
T. R. Burrows, Chatham, N. Y... enee. 2 00 
Wm. Cramm, Olney, Ll............ceccecccsceceesseasseesaes 2 00 
Simeon Sharp, Salem, O....... sibs Centivdaw danse asasens tos direc 6 00 
Dugald McDonald, Villa Grove, Cal .............cccceeee 2 00 

Motel sivss.dcecse a ereed $87 50 


Jonn R. CHARLESWORTEA, 
Sec. Freethought Federation of America. 
845 W. Randolph st., Chicago, Zi. 


Why Helen Gardener Wrote Her New Book.* 


There are at least two sides to every question. 
Usually there are several times two sides; or at 
least there are several phases in which the question 
has a different aspect. 

Iam led to state these seemingly unnecessary 
truisms because I hav been confronted by hearers 
or readers who assumed, since I had presented a 
certain phase or manifestation of heredity in a given 
article or lecture, that I was intending to argue that 


* Preface to “‘ Facts and Fictions of Life,” a new book, 
by Helen H, Gardener. Price, cloth $1, paper 50 cents. 


less to pause to argue. They must be left to an 
education and an evolution of a less emotional and 
imaginativ cast before they will be able to take 
part intelligently in a scientific discussion even 
where the merest alphabet of the science is touched, 
as is the case in these essays. They must learn a 
method of thought which keeps inside of what is, or 
cen be, known and demonstrated, and cease to 
vitiate the very basic premises by injecting into 
them what is merely hoped or prayed for. . The 
two phases of thought are quite distinct and totally 
dissimilar in method. 

The essays here collected which do not deal 
directly with heredity and its possibilities hav been 
included in the book because of the repeated calls 
for them upon the different magazines in which 
they appeared and because they are rightly classed 
among the facts and fictions of life with which we 
wish here to deal. : ; 

That most of them touch chiefly the dark side of 
the topies discussed is due to the fact that they 
were one and all written for a purpose in which 
that method of handling seemed most effectiv. 
That there is a brighter side goes without saying; 
but when a physician is writing a lecture upon 
cholera or consumption he does not devote his time 
and space to pointing out the indubitable fact that 
many of us hav not, and are not likely to contract, 
either one. 

In pointing out and commenting upon certain 
social and hereditary conditions and evils which it 
is desirable to correct or to guard against, and 
which it is all-important we shall first recognize as 
existing and as in need of improvement, I hav, it is 
true, dwelt chiefly upon the evil possibilities con- 
tained in these conditions. I am not, therefore, a 
pessimist. I do not fail to recognize the fact that 
both men and conditions are undoubtedly evolving 
into better and higher states than of old. If one 
may so express it, these essays are the expressions 
of a pessimistic optimist—one who is pessimistic 
upon certain phases of the present for the present, 
and optimistic as to and for the future. Let me 
illustrate: The housewife who does not hav the 
house cleaned because it stirs up a dust to do it is 
in the position of those critics who insist that it is 
all wrong to call attention to abuses because 
abuses are not pleasant things to hav held up to 
public gaze. Or like a physician who would say: 
“For heaven’s sake don’t remove that bandage from 
the broken skull to dress the wound or you will see 
something even uglier than this soiled and ill- 
arranged cloth. Trust to luck. Some people hav re- 
covered from even worse conditions than this with- 
out intelligent cere and treatment. Let him doit.” 

I hav often been asked how and why I ever 
chanced to think or write upon the-e topics. 
«How can a woman in your station and of your type 
know about them?” It is always difficult to say 
just how or why one mind does and another does 
not grasp any given thing. 

When I was a very young girl I heard a famous 
judge read and discuss a series of papers which were 
then appearing in the Popular Scence Monthly, 
and which were called “The Relations of Women To 
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_ TE 
Orime.” I was the only person admitted to the | nation. We will now sing the 93d hymn, “Let us 


club, where the consideration of the papers took 
place, who was not mature in years and connected 
with one of the learned professions. 
because I begged the privilege as the guest of the 
family of the judge at whose house the club met. 
More than any other one thing, perhaps, the thoughts 
and suggestions that came to me—a silent and un- 
noticed child—while listening to the discussions 
of those papers which hinted at the various possi- 
bilities of inherited criminal tendencies—hearing 
the lawyers comment upon it from the point of view 
furnished by their court-room experiences, end the 
medical men from their side of the topic, as prac- 
titioners upon those who had inherited mental or 
physical diseases, and the educators from their out- 
‘look and experience with children and youths who 
had not yet begun an open criminal course, but 
who showed in their tendencies the need of intelli- 
gent training to modify or correct their faulty in- 
heritance—more than any other one thing, perhaps, 
this experience of my childhood led me into the 
study of anthropology and heredity. That other 
people hav been interested in what I hav written 
from time to time upon this subject, and that I was, 
for this reason, asked to present certain phases of 
it at the recent World’s Congress of Representativ 
Women, accounts for the publication of this book 
at this time. I presume it will be said that it isnot 
“pleasant reading for the summer season.” It is 
not intended for that purpose. It has been asked 
for by many teachers, college professors, students, 
and medical practitioners, the latter of whom hav 
shown extraordinary interest in its early issue and 
wide circulation, and for whose kind encouragement 
and aid I am glad to offer here renewed thanks. 

I had intended to elaborate and enlarge and re- 
publish in book form “Sex in Brain,” but since 
there hav been hundreds of calls made for it, and 
since I hav not yet found the time to combine, 
verify, and arrange the large amount of additional 
material which I hav been steadily collecting 
through correspondence with leading anthropolo- 
gists and brain anatomists in England, Scotland, 
Germany, France, and the United States, and other 
countries, ever since they received, with such cor- 
dial and kindly. recognition, the within-printed 
essay, which they hav had translated into several 
languages, I hav concluded to include it with these, 
leaving it as it was abridged and delivered before 
the International Council in Washington in 1888. 

Later on I hope to find time to arrange and verify 
and issue the new material on the subject. It has 
grown in confirmatory evidence as it has grown in 
bulk, with steady and assuring regularity. 

HELEN HAMILTON GarpEner. 


ENESA - 
What the Mohammedans Think of the 
Christians. 

From the Mostem World. 

Down in Tennessee last month a negro named 
Walker, who was accused of a criminal assault on a 
young woman near Bond Station, was taken from 
jail and lynched. The horrible incident is thus de- 
scribed in the Associated Press telegrams : 

The attack on the jail began at 11 o’clock. The mob 
battered down the doors, found the negro’s cell, and got 
him out. He fought fiercely, and bit several men 
severely. He was stabbed and slashed until the blood 
streamed from him in torrents. He was hustled off to a 
telegraph pole two blocks away, and a rope was fastened 
around his neck. He was lifted up, and his then naked 
body swung clear of the ground. Then a big railroad 
switchman pulled his legs until his neck cracked. The 
same man then mutilated the corpse. The negro was 
dead, or nearly so, before he was hanged. Walker tried 
to commit suicide before he was lynched by cutting his 
throat with a glass bottle found in his cell. After the 
body was cut down the mob raided a lumber-yard and, 
building a bonfire, burnt the dead negro. The fire was 
built in the middle of Front street, near the jail. 


The attention of those who are so fond of quot- 
ing the “tree and fruit” adage is specially called to 
this incident. Is this one of the fruits of the 
church-Christian system? Tennessee is, nominally, 
a Christian state. Whenever anything occurs in a 
Mohammedan community that shocks us, it is re- 
ported to the church-Christian and secular papers 
as a Mohammedan atrocity, the natural outgrowth 
of the Islamic religion and social laws. Every man 
living in a Mohammedan community is, for the pur- 
poses ofthe newspaper article, considered as a Mo- 
hammedan (unless he has been converted to church- 
Christianity), and as a model exponent of the 
tendencies of his religion. If we were to follow the 
practices of the church-Christian missionaries and 
writers we would call this Tennessee affair “A 
Christian atrocity.” 


Negroes are not allowed to liv in Sandoval, Ill. 
Two of the race went there to work as carpenters, 
and were told that if they did not leave the town 
they would be lynched. Sandoval is in a (so- 
called) Christian state, and a (so-called) Christian 


I was admitted }- 


love one another,” ete. 


That little unpleasantness between Archbishop 
Corrigan and Mgr. Satolli was a very striking il- 


lustration of the real character of the Roman church | 


organization. 


The World’s Fair officials succumbed to bigotry 
and ignorance on the 23d ult., and the gates of the 
great “international (?)” show were closed. It is 
hard to believe that this is the “enlightened nine- 
teenth century ” we brag so much about. 


Recently a Brooklyn man beat his wife to death, 
and then the neighbors disclosed the fact that it 
had been a practice with him to knock the poor 
woman down and jump on her with his heavy- 
soled boots until her body was a mass of bruises. 
How foolish it would be to call this one of the nat- 
ural results of the church-Christian social system! 


One of the peculiarities of the church-Christian 
system of marriage is that itis a religious ceremony 
until the knot is tied, after which it becomes a civil 
contract. In other words, the church ties the knot, 
but cannot untie it; the civil courts must do that. 
Under the Islamic law it is always a civil contract, 
and has no connection whatever with religion. This 
is at least consistent. 


Edward H. Thompson, who livs near West Hur- 
ley, N. Y., recently sold his wife to Charles Lewis 
for forty-five cents. This is, nominally, a Christian 
country, and these people are, nominally, Chris- 
tians. Now, if that had happened in a nominally 
Mohammedan community the church-Christian mis- 
sionaries would hav reported it to the American 
and European religious press as a Mohammedan 
custom, prescribed by Islamic law. 


The Kingston (N. Y.) Freeman says: “A religion 
is not good for much unless it proves of positiv ad- 
This 
is a variation of the “tree and fruit” idiocy, and if 


vantage in the lives of those who profess it.” 


the editor had known that in every Mussulman 


community on earth the degree of morality is far 
greater, and the criminal record at least fifty per 
cent lower, than in any community of a correspond- 
ing size in England or America, he wouldn’t hav 
Quite a num- 
ber of rural editors hav learned that the “tree and 


written this very unwise assertion. 


fruit” adage is a boomerang that comes back to 
them with greater force than it manifested in going 


out, and they hav stopped using it; but the Kings- 


ton Freeman man has yet to learn it. 


Business is very dull at the Brooklyn churches, 


and it is said the pastor of the Duryea Presby- 


terian establishment is going to try pretty female 


ushers, as an inducement to the young men to 


attend. We had thought of suggesting chromos, 
but that scheme is being overdone by 8 me of the 
newspapers. 
old gift-package plan? 
everyone who enters the church, and hav one 
prize to every one hundred blanks. A plated tea- 
set or a watch and chain drawn occasionally might 
cause a great deal of interest. This suggestion is 
given gratis. 


Two young girls were cruelly murdered at Bard- 
well, Ky., early last month, and the excited inhabit- 
ants subsequently lynched a negro who was sus- 
pected of having committed the crime. Quite a 
large number of the lynchers were in favor of 
torturing and burning the accused at the stake, 
and it was only after a heated argument that the 
more humane people present succeeded in their 
efforts to hang the man. It has since transpired 
that the negro was innocent, and that the mob, 
blinded by brutal rage, killed an innocent man. 
What a rare sensation this would hav been for the 
church-Christian press if it had happened in a 
Mussulman community! As it is, very little has 
been printed about it. 


A branch of Schweinfurth’s Rockford, Ill, 
“Heaven” has been established at Lexington, 
Ky., and some of the church-Christians there are 
so indignant that they declare they will tar and 
feather Schweinfurth if he visits that city. This is 
the regulation church-Christian spirit; but what 
about our boasted civilization, which grants to 
every American citizen freedom of thought and the 
right to follow any religious belief he may select? 
It is about time that we Americans stopped brag- 
ging about “perfect freedom,” or made an effort to 
show to the world that we are actually a tolerant 
people, and know what true freedom is. 


How would it do to try to revive the 
Giv a sealed envelope to 


ways of kingly governments. 


On the 16th ult. Rev. John Beaver, a well-known 


church-Christian clergyman and “ evangelist,” at 
Richmond, Ind., drew his revolver and shot four 
times at Thomas G. Gray, one ball taking effect in 
‘the latter’s thigh. The clergyman was jealous of 
his wife. 


Now, would it be fair to say that the 
tendency of church-Christianity was to cause its 
followers to go gunning for other people upon such 
a slight provocation as jealousy? If the shooter 
in this case had been a Mussulman, the American 
church-Christian press would hav cited this in- 
cident as an illustration of the demoralizing effects 
of Islam. That is just about what they and many 
of the secular newspapers hav been doing for these 
many years. 


Mr. Emory F. Boyd, of New Britain, Conn., who 
is quite well known in the Eastern states as a jour- 
nalist and author of considerable force and ability, 
writes: “As between Christianity and Islam, I giv 
the preference to the latter—polygamy and all, 
slavery and all—because these, if evils at all, are 
nothing when compared with the gigantic evils that 
are everywhere the concomitants of Christianity— 
drunkenness, crime, bestiality, prostitution, vile 
personal habits, shocking profanity, etc., to say 
nothing of the millions of feticides, suicides, idiots, 
insane, and diseased: Surely nothing can be worse . 
than ‘ Christian civilization; and thousands of peo- 
ple are becoming conscious of this fact every day, 
though few dare to speak their minds. It is Chris- 
tian hypocrisy, more than anything else, that affects 
to turn up its nose at polygamy. It is a Christian 
fashion, that is all.” 


or ——————q— 
A Beautiful System. 


One of the Mint Reports says in effect: “The pe- 
culiar fitness of gold for the money basis is on 
account of its very great scarcity, its exceeding 
costliness, and its liability to wear and waste, and 
other qualities. Indeed, its scarcity is the great 
feature that renders it the proper basis. It can 
hardly be too scarce, and therefore it is necessary 
to employ representativs or substitutes.” See Re- 
port for 1869. Now, this is in accord with the very 
spirit of the specie basis institution. The things 
that most unfit gold for use as money make it the 
money in fact. Custom, nature (for there is nat- 
ure in our arts), declare that human confidence (com- 
mercial trust or credit) is the basis of all money 
circulation. Without that trust nothing can be fit 
for money, and money is that trust put into circu- 
lation and evidenced or represented by any sign 
custom or law favors. But we declare one of the 
signs or representativs is ¢he money itself, and the 
other signs are representativs of it. This is revers- 
ing things with a vengeance. If we did the same 
way with regard to our titles to property, or any 
of our vehicles; ideal or real, the absurdity would 
be apparent, because we are not yet familiarized 
with such abuse outside of our money system If 
gold is money, then there could be no money with- 
out gold. But we know better. If credit in circu- 
lation is money, then there can be no money 
without such credit. Let the law proclaim some- 
thing is money no one trusts in—let it be de- 
clared legal tender—no one will take it but once. 
Trade will stop. Andso we see thatin spite of our 
law that says gold is the sole money, sole legal 
tender, yet ninety-five per cent of paper signs of 
credit in circulation rise up in remonstrance and 
prove your law is alie. Surely to men capable of 
reason this is enough. Then consider the frightful 
consequences of such mislegislation. A thing un- 
fit for money is declared the sole legal tender, “ for 
the very reason it is so scarce and unfit for circula- 
tion.” (See Report of \iint referred to.) Immedi- 
ately a vast amount, some ninety-five per cent, of 
all business is done by non-legal tenders. No one 
is obliged to take them. As certain as death a 
truce must come when confidence fails in one hour 
all over the world. Every non-legal tender afioat 
is hurried for redemption, leaving ninety per cent 
unredeemed, unless some of the five per cent legal 
tender gets back into bank to do the work over. 
But it is just here that failure of credit stays the 
circulation of legal tender also. It is assuredly the 
maddest scheme ever adopted. The British gov- 
ernment being partner with the Bank of England 
was able to put a stop to demands on it —sustaining 
its false principles by false conduct. But a free, 
equal government has no such power. It must 
bear its evils. Thus we had to wade through blood 
to free our slaves, while Russia rids herself by a 
simple command. We cannot adopt in part the 
All or none. 

CLARKE Irvine. 
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Letters of Friends. 


Why Doesn’t He Save? 
Juannettry, Pa., July 31, 1898. 
Mr. Eprrog: I write to let you know 
that I read the good old paper, THE TRUTH 
SEEKER. Long may it wave. Iam down 
on religion. May it be banished. I read 
in the paper the other day about a Pres- 
byterian preacher who went out bathing 
and was drowned. That makes me think 
if God is so good as he preached him to 
be, and if he is infinit, would he. not hav 
saved a good lamb? A. H. A. 


The Ingersoll University. 
New Era, ORe., July 28, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: The proposition of Marcia 
Goff, of Kearney, Neb., is a very good 
one, and if they go to build an Ingersoll 
University anywhere in the United States 
I am willing to subscribe $5 tv it at pres- 
ent, and when it will be near completion I 
shall donate some more. Let every 
Liberal do likewise and we shall soon hav 
a nice monument for Mr. R. G. Ingersoll, 
whom I admire and with right call the 
- greatest man of the nineteenth *century 
and the smartest man in America. May 
he liv long and be able to do more yet for 
enlightenment, progress, and advance- 
ment. 

Wishing you and all the gentlemen 
writing for your paper long life, happiness, 
and prosperity, I remain, 

Your Liberal friend, 
Davip WITTENBERG. 
To Help Our Congress. 
Sr. Louis, Mo., July 30, 1893. 

Mr. Epitorn: Knowing that there are 
Freethinkers in St. Louis by the thou- 
sand, I would like to ask you, dear read- 
ers, is it not possible for a few of us to do 
something in order to assist those brave 
workers at the head of the Freethinkers’ 
party who are now inviting co-workers 
from every country of the world to come 
and hold an International Congress at 
Chicago October 1st? Anyone who has 
had the experience of getting money on a 
subscription list knows that it is an un- 
grateful way. I will therefore suggest 
that ten or more go together and get up a 
picnic, and probably a boat excursion. 
Should the reader think this a good way 
to help fight superstition, please send 
your name and address to me and I will 
call a meeting immediately. 

Respectfully, NILS Grant. 


This Club Is a Model of Activity. 
Cuicaao, ILL., Aug. 2, 1893. 

Mr. Epitor: After discussing the ques- 
tion, ‘‘Should Church Property Be 
Taxed?” the Chicago Question Club last 
Sunday adopted the following resolutions: 

Wuereas, For services rendered we as 
justly owe taxes to government as wages 
to individuals; 

WHEREAS, Churches hav received gov- 
ernment benefits without returning tax 
money equivalent therefor; 

Wuernas, Some can escape just taxation 
only by over-taxing others; 

HEREAS, To preach morality yet prac- 
tice immorality by evading just taxes is 
inconsistent and hypocritical; and, 

Wuereas, Complete separation of 
church and state necessitates that each 
should stand on its own bottom, keep sepa- 
rate accounts, and compensate the other 
for services rendered; therefore be it 

Resolved, That church property should 
be equally taxed with all other property. 

Resolved, That until churches refuse to 
become a party thereto, by receiving un- 
just and fraudulent tax-exemption, their 
moral influence will remain weak as that 

- of Satan preaching piety. 

Through the persistent efforts of your 
correspondent Mayor Harrison has granted 
our club permission to hold open-air 
single-tax meetings every Sunday after- 
noon on Market street near Madison. 

After showing them the single tax, we 
offer to make our auditors associate mem- 
bers of the club on condition that they 
sign a promis to read the literature we giv 
them and attend single-tax meetings when 
convenient. They pay a five-cent initia- 
tion fee and receive copies of the No. 2 
Government edition of Henry George’s 
“Protection or Free Trade?” and such 
other literature as we hav on hand. The 
initiation fee thus covers the cost of liter- 
ature and we thus evade the necessity of a 


‘license for selling it, and the recipient, 


having paid something to get it, is more 
likely to read it to get his money’s worth 
out of it. Thus we disposed of forty-odd 
copies of ‘* Protection or Free Trade?” 
last Sunday. ` We also distributed cards of 
our meeting-place. 

Could not Freethought organizations 
work on similar lines in disseminating 
Freethought literature? 

l D. WEBSTER Grou. 


Christians Are Brave When No Enemy 


Is About. 
CANTRIL, IA., July 30, 1893. 

Mr. Epitor: We had Mr. J. E. Rems- 
burg. with us here on the 17th of this 
month. He gave us an elegant speech on 
‘t The False Claims of the Church.” This 
was the first Liberal speech ever delivered 
in Cantril. My orthodox friends stayed 
away. I tried to get them to come out 
and hear Mr. J. E. Remsburg, but no, 


they had headache, stomach trouble, or 
rheumatism. But since Mr. J. E. Rems- 
burg is gone they come up and unlimber 
their guns and are ready with shot and 
shell to sweep the field and giv no quar- 
ter. 
in mind of some soldiers in the time of the 
Rebellion. 


My Christian friends to-day put me 


They were always blowing 
their horn how they could kill rebels, and 


wishing all the time that God would bring 
the rebels to a stand so they could kill 
them. But alas, when the enemy made a 


stand for fight those God-fighting people 


were two miles back at the provision train 
or commissary and filling up on Jere- 
miah’s ale, hardtack, and sow-belly. I 
think we will hav Mr. J. E. Remsburg 
back here again this fall. When he comes 


again I am going to get some of those 
ministers out, and if they want to fight 
they can hav a chance. I believe in aman 
standing up for the flag that he fights un- 
der and never giving it up until he sees 
he is wrong, and then surrender like a 
man. Yours always, Arex. Fr. 


Government Is As Bad As Religion. 


Crvomnami, O., Apr. 23, 1893. 
Mr. Epitor: I hay read a great deal of 


the argument appearing in Tas TRUTH 
SEEKER on the subject of closing the 
World’s Fair on Sundays. 


Up to this 
time the Christians—so-called—hav been 
able to maintain the upper hand in this 
matter, and probably will continue to do 
so to the end of the game. Now, I hav 
come to this conclusion, that if these fa- 
natics are going to make a semi-religious 
affair out of the Fair, then every real 
Freethinker should stay away from 
it and let them run it. Now, the cen- 
sus givs the number. of Freethinkers in 
the whole country as ten or twelve mill- 
ions, and I take it to mean that many 
adults. Now, if this be so, would not the 
failure of all these Freethinkers to attend 


the Fair come very near, if not quite, mak- 


ing a failure of it? At all events, it would 
cripple it very much, more especially as 
there is very likely to be a boycott on it 
by some of the trade union organizations 
of the country. The fact is, if the trade 
union men were to liv up to their princi- 
ples strictly, they would every man of 
them boycott it. What is the whole thing 
anyhew but a gigantic advertising scheme 
in which the wealth-producers are to pay 
the main part of the expenses of the dis- 
play, and from which they will reap no 
adequate return? In all probability 
ninety-nine per cent of the exhibitors 
are hypocritical Christians, church- 
members at least, and oppressors of labor. 
caring for nothing but the acquisition of the 
almighty dollar. 

But this is unpatriotic! Yes, it is un- 
patriotic, and right on that very point is 
where the Christian pharisees will catch 
the Freethinkers and fool workingmen 
and cause them to play right into their 
hands by giving their presence and their 
dollars to the semi-religious World’s Fair 
this summer. When the superstition of 
government has faded out of the minds of 
the average Freethinker and workingman 
to the same extent that the Christian re- 
ligion has, then and not till then will the 
Christian pharisees be unable to abridge 
the liberties of the people by closing on 
Sundays places of amusement, recreation 
and education—understand me, patriotism 
is to government what fanaticism is to re- 


dreamed it. 


ligion, and when a man has lost his belief 


in arevealed religion the priest can no: 


longer appeal to his fanaticism, and know- 
ing this he appeals to his patriotism, which 
is easily aroused on account of the belief 
in the twin superstition. W. G. Scort. 


How Religions Literatnre Looks When 
Dissected. 
Exsinore, Cau., Aug. 5, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: The Christian Herald 
says: 

Are they to be pitied whom the Lord 
allows to be placed in difficult, almost im- 
possible positions? There are circum- 
stances in the lives of some of God’s chil- 
dren which cannot be explained to any 
but God, and which can be understood 
by no other; circumstances which bring a 
child of God to such an intimate walk with 
him that every step must be taken with 
the Lord, or it may be a false one. There 
are positions where a life is indeed hid 


‘with Christ in God. The name of Esther 


means ‘‘secret; hidden;” and her life is a 
sample of many lives in which all the sur- 
roundings are adverse to a life of holiness, 


and where witness for God seems to be an 
impossibility. 


It seems like a waste of paper to com- 


ment on such silly drivel as the above, and 
yet there -are millions in the world who 
read or listen to just such statements, and 
on account of the fear and superstition 
instilled into their minds in youth fail 
to blame their God for allowing his 


“children ” to getinto such ‘‘ difficult and 


impossible positions.” 


If the Lord is really to blame for the 


positions in which some of his ministers 
are surprised (‘‘ Crimes of Preachers”), 
we should perhaps be more lenient with 


them and try to devise some plan 
whereby the real offender could be 
brought before the bar of justice, The 


first half of the second sentence seems to 
be absolutely true and as deplorable as it 
is absolute. 
sentence is true, ¿. e., that ‘‘ the Lord” is 


If the intimation of the first 


to blame, perhaps it explains that only 


God can explain the circumstances de- 
scribed in the second sentence. 


The 
meaning of the writer is so completely 


hidden in the third sentence that we might 


almost believe God wrote it, or that John 
The idea of a position being 
“ hid with Christ in God ” rarely presents 
itself to people nowadays. Some of these 
religious editors get the names of God, 
Christ, the Holy Ghost, Mary, and Joseph 
so jumbled and mixed up, that it reminds 
me of a cat-fight—you can hardly tel] 
which is getting the best of it. 

I decline to discuss the last sentence, or 
to discuss Esther or her ‘‘ secret.”—‘‘hid- 
den” or unhidden. If any of Tus TRUTH 
SEEKER readers are determined to read 
such obscenity as appearsin the book of 
Esther they can send to some Bible concern 
and hav it transmitted through the United 
States mail for the regular rates on ob- 
scene literature. F. H. Hear. 


A Reminiscence, 
Younastown, O., Apr. 21, 1893. 

Mr. Eprtor: In 1889-1890, I published a 
list of preachers’ crimes in the paper I was 
then publishing in Cincinnati. 

As secretary of the Ohio State Brewers’ 
Association, I appeared before a legisla- 
tiv caucus that session—1889-1890—to advo- 
cate the passage of an anti-sumptuary 
measure. The preachers were there lob- 
bying against me, resorting to some very 
secular tactics, and eventually bulldozed 
the members, against their pledges and 
convictions, into beating my measure by 
tour votes on joint ballot. So much asa 
premis for this. After the preachers had 
buttonholed, protested, and threatened, 
I made my little say—while so doing, 
among’ other points: ‘‘Gentlemen, the 
only opposition, except partisan, which we 
expect appears from our ‘reverend’ 
friends. They representa church property 
value of not less than $75,000,000 in this 
district of our state. But that $75,000,000, 
in way of taxes, revenue for local, state, 
or national measures, or public income 
pro bono publico, represents 0. These 
preachers themselvs perform neither jury 
nor military duty, are of no practical 
benefit whatever to the commonwealth; 
they and their property representation re- 
ceive all the benefits without bearing any 
of the burdens of citizenship. My con- 
stituency, with $50,000,000 invested, pays 
general and special taxes on every dollar 


invested. Thousands and hundreds of 
thousands of dollars flow annually from 
their tills into the public coffers. They 
pay their own and the churches’ taxes, 
They perform the duties and bear the 
burdens the preachers evade. And, in 
conclusion, gentlemen, I here present for 
your inspection a printed and absolutely 
authentic eight-column itemized list, with 
each charge specified, with name and date 
of criminal and crime, of more than five 
hundred Protestant preachers arrested in 
the United States within the past fourteen 
months for crimes involving moral turpi- 
tude. And mark you, during that period 
of time not one brewer, of the more than 
fifty thousand in the United States, has 
been charged with or arrested for any 
crime whatever! ‘ 

‘In view of these undeniable facts, 
which I am prepared to substantiate if 
anyone doubis, the wishes of which class 
are the better entitled to consideration by 
our legislators—the non-burden-bearing, 
non-producing, non-laboring, evangelical 
fungus sapping the commercial tree it 
never nurtures, and whose crimes clog our 
courts and swell the tax-levy, or the 
thrifty, industrious, labor employing, tax- 
paying, public-spirited business-men who 
sustain the courts, but do not attend them 
in the capacity of prisoners at the bar?” 

No one could deny thecorrectness of the 
allegations, but the preachers whipped the 
allega(i)tor—of course. 

With best wishes, Fraternally, 

THomp. BURTON. 


Takes Exception to a News Item Which 
We Intended to Be Entirely Un- 
colored. ; 
j PARKER, Kax., Aug. 8, 1893. 
Mr. Epiror: I hav been a constant sub- 

scriber for twelve or fifteen years, and hav 

done all I could to induce others to sub- 
scribe, but if you intend to follow the 
course you hav taken, particularly in the 
last two issues of your paper, please to do 
me the favor to drop my name from your 
list. Every person with whom I am ac- 
quainted that takes your paper is a ‘* Pop- 
ulist,” and the untruthful things said of 

Governor Lewelling will not be tolerated, 
Nothing is being left undone or unsaid 

by the Republican masters or the Demo- 

crats who vote the Republican ticket that 
would tend to embarrass his administra- 
tion, and to think our TRUTH SEEKER 
would stoop to assist in circulating these 
lies seems to me very strange. Do you 
think the people who gave to the Repub- 
lican ticket four years ago a majority of 
eighty-two thousand hav brought about 
this political change without cause? No, 
sir. The People’s party is made up of the 

Liberal, liberty-loving, and progressiv 

portion of our citizens. Without going 

into a statement of our needs and de- 
mands, you will allow me to add that this 
is an honest effort of the masses to better 
their condition, not by force, but through 
the ballot. It isa fight for home, for our 
children. Through oppression the seed of 
discontent is sown, and it will increase 
until relief comes. Every Methodist 
priest, every Catholic priest, in our state is 
either a Republican or Democrat. Do 
you wish to add your name to that crowd 
of dictators? If so, we will part company 
now. I earnestly hope you will cease to 
publish such cursed stuff. A paper that 
has always stood for truth and liberty 
should now avoid aiding the enemies of 
free speech, free press, and free homes, 
Fraternally yours, 
Wiper F. DALLAS, 


[We think it would hav been in better 
spirit for Mr. Dallas to hav shown the 
statements to be untrue than to write as he 
does. If they are untrue, we regret their 
appearance in THe TRUTH SeeKer— 
though in nowise to blame, as we must de- 
pend upon the daily papers for news. If, 
however, the statements are true, orders 
to part company would not deter us from 
stating them. We went through that 
ordeal once, in the case of the Chicago 
Anarchists. We lost many friends for tell- 
ing the truth about that matter, but to- 
day our words are justified by the gov- 
ernor of Illinois, who poiuts out the mon- 
strous injustice committed upon the 
Anarchists, and pardons those who were 
not hung. We are not telling the trath 
for $3 a year, but because it is the truth, 


If we are unwittingly led into error, our 
columns are always open to corrections, 
with thanks to those who set us right.— 
Ep. T. 8.3 ; 


The Modern an Improvement Over the 
‘Old Methods of Persecution. 


‘‘ Men from habit become conservativ. 
We learn to love what we are accustomed 
to. and misguided affection makes us cling 
with death-like tenacity to social and po- 
litical institutions long ‘after they hav 
ceased to be useful or serviceable to the 
human race—yes, long after they hav be- 
come the instruments of injustice and op- 
pression Luther’s Reformation corrected 
many abuses in the Romish church, but 
the Protestantism which he left to the 
world carries in its bosom the tyranny of 
opinion which, while greatly mitigating 
the severity of former church disciplin, is 
quite effectiv in deterring men from too 
liberal indulgence of independent thought 
in construction of doctrinal standards. 
The church does not compel a recantation 
on bended knee of obnoxious scientific 
opinions, but it puts a quietus on advanced 
thought by a resolution of its general as- 
sembl , lest the vulgar world, the laity, 
may be set to thinking outside of estab- 
lished theological lines. The method of 
silencing Briggs is no doubt to be pre- 
ferred to that applied to the tongue of 
Galileo, but both methods answered to the 
purpose, and both illustrate the tendency 
of institutions to perpetuate themseivs by 
means of the veneration in which they are 
held and the dread they inspire. Institu- 
tions represent opinion, and public opin- 
ion is as potent as thumbscrews to repress 

_independence and enslave thought. As 
long as the system remains we permit 
non-essential . modifications, changes in 
methods, but revolt at radical innovations 
that would sweep away the system itself 
even for something better. Romanism re- 
appears in Protestantism in a less severe 
form, with apparently a larger tolerance 
and a more benignant spirit, but is still 
carrying in its bosom all the possibilities 
oi old Romanism as it existed in Luther’s 

ay. 
“There is this difference, as a writer 
suggests, modern civilization has too many 
material interests at stake to permit an ex- 
treme indulgence of propensity to prose- 
cute. It puts its staying hand, therefore, 
on the tendency to ecclesiastical domina- 
tion, and thus unconsciously enables the 
liberal and humane sentiment to more 
fully assert itself in all the churches. But 
this staying hand does not press against the 
system itself. This would be a shock and 
outrage to inherited prejudice and aftecta- 
_tion which civilizati n finds it convenient 
and useful to foster.” 


These Liberal words were spoken to an 
audience of five thousand people at a 
Chautauquan assembly bv a man who, at 
the last general election, received more 
than a hundred thousand votes for gov- 
ernor of his state. Thisspeech was made, 
not for a discussion of the ideas of religion, 
but for a political effect. The truths he 
states are applicable to the inherited 
prejudice of the people. Probably thou- 
sands who heard or read this speech will 
not question the conclusions, though many 
will not think their religious ideas are in- 
cluded therein. As he states it, there are 
many people who honestly believe that 
they are as liberal as any, and do not know 
where or how their ideas hav become so 
firmly fixed as to deny to others the rights 
they claim for themselvs. His political 
friends, who are also Christians, doubtless 
thought this was a hard hit at their political 
opponents, and yet never realized that it 
was their own religious ideas that were as 
much at fault as the political ideas of their 
opponents. The Hon. T. L. Nugent, who 
spoke these words at San Marcos, Tex., is 
doubtless a thinker who is not bound to 
the *‘ public opinion ” which is as potent 
as thumbscrews to repress independence 
and enslave thought. He hasspoken these 
thoughts fearlessly and in deliberation be- 
fore thousands of critics. He has thus 
placed himself upon a broad, liberal plat- 
form for the rights of investigation of po- 
litical, religious, and scientific subjects. 

Respectfully, James H. PARKS. 


A Dead Freethinker Wronged. 
Doveras, Ia., July 2, 1893. 

-Mr. Eprror: My husband, Daniel Mce- 
Duffee, after a painful and lingering illness, 
passed calmly and peacefully away, June 
25th, at 6:30 r.m. He was born in Cabot, 
Caledonia county, Vt., May 26, 1817, and 
was aged seventy-six years and twenty-nine 
days. He came to Auburn township, 
Fayette county, Ia., in 1849, where he has 
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since resided He is the father of seven 
children, of whom six are yet living; one 
having preceded him to the unknown 
beyond. Brought up under Congrega- 
tional rule, he shook off the yoke of super- 
stition on arriving at manhood and became 
a bold, fearless, and unfaltering Free- 
thinker, and died as he had lived, with no 
fear of an angry God or endless hell. He 
often requested me to let no orthodox 
preacher disgrace his funeral with his 
presence. Accordingly when our acquaint- 
ances came to prepare the body for inter- 
ménit and inquired if I had decided upon a 
minister, I requested that they bring a 
Liberal to read a funeral service and 
hymn from the Freethinker’s Book of 
Hymns, Recitations, and Funeral Services, 
etc., which they promised to do, but did 
nothing and baffled me in everything. I 
was alone, both his children and mine 
being so far away, and he could not be 
kept, his disease being heart failure and 
dropsy, consequently he was taken from 
the house and to the grave and buried 
without a word spoken over his remains. 
T also requested that his grave be made in 
some pleasant, retired nook, as we had 
been but a short time in Douglass and had 
neglected making any chdice of a lot. 
Our dear. Christian brother who has care 
of the cemetery willed it otherwise, and 
had the sexton make the grave in an old 
lot where two corpses had been exhumed 
only two months previous. One of them 
had lain there fourteen years. They 
started in to open one of the old graves, 
but it caved in upon them and they were 
obliged to dig his & little to one side. I 
knew nothing of this until two days after 
the interment. It nearly drove me wild. 
It was nearly as great a shock to me as 
his death. And now he lies only a few 
yards from the entrance gate where he 
will be trampled over by Christian feet. 
This is Christianity’s inhumanity to man. 
My husband and myself were the only 
Freethinkers in this little hamlet of two 
hundred inhabitants, and just now and the 
last two weeks they hav been holding a 
great howling revival. Since my hus- 
band’s death I am the only one that is not 
called where few are chosen. Not heing 
satisfied with giving injury as well as 
insult, the correspondent had an obituary 
in one of the county papers: 

Daniel McDuffee, one of the early 
county settlers, died at his home Sunday 
evening, aged seventy-eight. He was the 
father of a large family, none of whom are 
now living near here. He was a man of 
many domestic difficulties, which at last 
so embittered his life that he lost all fear 
of God or love for man and even forbade 
his remains to be respected with a Chris- 
tian burial. Such a case was never before 
known. 

Bat giving his age as seventy-eight is a 
mistake. That thrust about domestic dif- 
ficulties was given merely because he was 
not a Christian. Certainly we never had 
any difficulty about our religion, as Chris- 
tians do, for Taz Terura SEEKER was our 
gospel and Thomas Paine our god, R. G. 
Ingersoll our new-born savior, and 
Messrs. 8. P. Putnam, J. E. Remsburg, 
C. B. Reynolds, Watson Heston, and J. R, 
Charlesworth our angels. What em- 
bittered his life more than anything else 
was being swindled out of his possessions 
by Christian bigots and hypocrits. So we 
will count that mistake number two. And 
as to such a case being never before 
known is mistake number three in some- 
thing less than a dozen lines, for two men 
hav died right in the town where the 
county paper is printed that made the 
same request and were buried accordin, 
to their belief. I remain, . 
Yours for Freethought, justice, and truth, 

Mrs. D. MoDurFfeEEr. 


Reads and Tolerates All. 
ANTRIM, N. H., July 28, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: As I take all sorts of pa- 
pers to read, I must of course take some 
that do not advocate the same doctrin that 
I do, but as I am a firm believer in per- 
sonal rights, I allow everyone to think and 
speak for themselvs; so you see that I am 
living up to St. Pauls doctrin—if there 
ever was sucha person, doubtful in my 
mind. -But whether there was or was not, 
he was much like his Lord and master, al- 
ways contradicting himself in his state- 
ments. That is, he wanted all men to be 


bars their progress. 


well convinced on any subject in their own 
mind, and any reasonable person would 
suppose that he was willing and anxious 
to hav them act according to their own 
judgment. But no, you must do just as he 
said or goto “L.” And asI read all of my 
books and papers through, and try to un- 
derstand what the writer means in his re- 
marks, and having common sense, I am 
deriving some knowledge from other peo- 
ple’s mind, providing I hav got sense 
enough to know when a person is talking 
common sense. And now let me say right 
here, that is the reason that I take THz 
TRUTH SEEKER and Jronclad Age, and 
should take many more of the same kind 
if I wasable. For all such papers tell the 
truth, the whole truth, and nothing but 
truth, without the help of any God or any 
other great being, and it sounds to mea 
great deal better to hay any person tell 
a story without being prompted by some 
one. But as Iam wandering somewhat 
from the main point of what I intended, I 
will stop and commence. What Iintended 
to say was this: I see on the fifth page of 
my weekly Witness an article headed 
**Rumors of Danger.” Now, by the read- 
ing of the article the people are getting 
their eyes a little opened in regard to 
Catholicism—just what our papers hay 
been telling them and Heston has been 
picturing to them right along for the last 
two or three years—and now at the last 
hour they begin to see the devil. Oh, yes, 
but just see how tkeir own devil is trying 
to quiet them by quoting from the book of 
Daniel. I do not say but that he is quot- 
ing from the right book or saying, but I 
do say that he is quoting from no particu- 
lar part of the reading, and I think that he 
should take the eighth chapter and com- 
mence to read, and when he gets to the 
fifth verse then look sharp and read slow. 
For I am a-going to suppose that I am 
Daniel. Now, the he-goat is Ingersoll. 
Now read on until you get to the twelfth 
verse. There you will read what the 
colonel’s doctrin is a-going todo. Then 
read on to the eighteenth verse, and you 
will see the people are all the same way. 
But Robert will wake them np and will tell 
them what to do. Now read the twenty- 
fourth verse, and you will see that the 
colonel is not alone, but there are all of our 
big speakers with him, such as Jamieson, 
Remsburg, Bell, and a thousand and one 
others on the male side. Then there are 
Helen H. Gardener, Susan Wixon, and as 
many more on the ladies’ side that are a- 
going to help. And by the time that Iam 
as old as I see some of my noble brothers 
and sisters are, I shall see this vision come 
to pass, and I think that whenever this 
comes to pass that every priest and minis- 
ter in the world will be so sick that they 
will know just how to pity poor old Daniel. 
But now, my dear friends, do not faint. 
The time is just as sure to come as the sun 
is to rise to-morrow, for if you will only 
stop and think one moment you will see 
that there is not born nowadays one fool 
where there used to be twenty, and our 
schoolhouses are ten times as numerous 
and giv three times as much schooling as 
the people used to hav when I was a boy. 
Now, will any person with common sense 
stand up and say that the vision will not 
come so that those who can liv forty years 
from now will hav the enjoyment to see 
something of a heaven on this earth?— 
not saying that there will be the breaking 
out of two or three hells before that time, 
for we all know that whenever the people 
hav tried to bind old Satan, those that 
kept him in their stock in trade would 
kick like a mule, and they will always. 
But I say tor now and always,, keep your 
whip a-going and we shall kill the devil at 
last. H. B. RALEIGH. 


When Women Become Free We Shall All 
Be Free. 
KEARNEY, Nxp., July 31, 1893. 

Mr. Evrror: In Tue Troure SEEKER of 
June 10this an article entitled ‘‘ An Appeal 
to Women.” I agree with the writer that 
Liberal women should do all they can to 
help remove the mental bondage that pre- 
vails among women. Thousands of them 
are blindly clinging to worn-out dogmas, 
creeds, and superstitions, and persistently 
refusing to help-roll away the stone that 
It has been truly 
said, ‘‘ There is no slave so degraded as 
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the one who hugs his chain and does not 
want freedom.” So women are giving 
their influence and support to. that which 
has always enslaved them in the past, and 
is holding, not only woman, but the race, 
back to-day. 

Freethinkers, both men and women, 
should be at all times ready to express 
their conviction, especially when they can 
benefit others by so doing. All questions, 
both civil and religious, should be open to 
argument; nothing clears up a subject 
like debate. Let us hav discussion, agi- 
tation, conflict, for out of these whatever 
is true and vital will come at last. The 
readiness with which women signed peti- 
tions for closing the World’s Fair on 
Sunday evidences the need of missionary 
work among them. Women should be the 
last ones to help preachers or anyone else 
to violate our national Constitution, or 
tear down any of the safeguards its noble 
and far-seeing founders placed therein to 
protect us from religious persecution, war, 
and bloodshed. Fortunately for us and 


.our beloved country, they wisely placed 


religious questions beyond the control of 
Congress. 

Many*thoughtful, liberty-loving women ' 
feel humiliated and aggrieved at this ac- 
tion of their countrywomen who signed 
these petitions. If women would read and 
investigate Bibles for themselvs, they 
would soon fiud out what they really are— 
a collection of books, good, bad, and in- 
different, written at different times by 
different authors, when and by whom 
there is no exact knowledge; full of mis- 
takes avd much that is reprehensible; 
adorned here and there with passages of 
spiritual and poetic beauty; every good 
thought and deed that is recorded in- 
spired just as they always hav beer and 
are to-day, by the aspirations of the hu- 
man heart for that which is noble and 
beautiful and true. We presume that in 
none of the many Bibles extant is woman 
considered the equal of man. In contra- 
distinction to this we are gratified to find 
that a woman’s day is to be one of the 
prominent features of the Congress of 
Freethinkers. This shows that they are 
believers in equality and justice, and that 
no whole-souled Freethinker would deny 
his mother or wife any of the privileges 
he claims for himself. All around us we 
see women unable to rise above the cruel, 
ignorant ideas, prejudices, and customs of 
past ages. They hav environed her so 
long that they hav become ingrained 
in her nature and it will be no easy task 
to change or eradicate them. "'Woman’s 
lot has always been a hard one. Priests, 
preachers, lawmakers, and other interested 
persons hav always assumed the right to 
mark out her sphere and contro! her des- 
tiny. All laws, teachings, and influences 
hav tended to make her subservient to 
the will of others until dignity and self- 
respect are crushed and individuality 
lost. ‘‘ Women, keep silent,” ‘‘ women, 
be obedient,” has been rung in their ears 
for ages. Men hav discussed the question 
as to whether woman possessed a soul— 
and might be doing so to-day if it were not 
inexpedient. Women are so necessary to 
help pay salaries and fill church pews. Is 
it any wonder that men hav so long tamely 
submitted to religious, political, and 
financial tyranny when such enslaved, 
cowardly women hav been their mothers? 
Let women, so far as space in Tux TRUTH 
SEEKER permits, express their convic- 
tions and giv their reasons for the faith 
that is in them. Let us hear from the 
woman who believes the ‘‘rib story,” as 
well as those who do not. Let some one 
tell us why Adam, just got up after an 
infallible pattern, failed to hav honesty 
enough to tell his bride about those dread- 
ful apples, and after eating part of 
them himself, allowed all the blame to 
fall upon Mrs. Adam; and why Jesus never 
mentioned Adam and Eve although sent to 
atone for their sins. Let us hav discus- 
sion that will lead woman out of supersti- 
tion and ignorance into knowledge and 
light, and fit her mind to receive the 
newer, broader views of life and its uses, 
which nature and science are unfolding. 

A great man has said, ‘‘ When women 
reason, and babes sit in the lap of phi- 
losophy, the victory of reason over the 
shadowy host of darkness will be com- 
plete.” V. M. G. 
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@hildren’s Gorner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wixor, Fall 


River, Mass., to whom all Communica- 
tions for this Corner should be sent. 


“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
en the night as beginning to lower, 
a pause in the day’s occu 
oe is known as the Children s8 Hour.” 


That’s the Way. 
Just a little every day, 

Th. it’s the way 
Seeds in darkness swell and grow. 
Tiny blades push through the snow, 
Never any flower of May 
Leaps to blossem in a burst. 
Slowly—slow! y—at the first. 

That’s the way! 

Just a little ever? day. 


Just a little every dny. 

That’s the way 
Children learn to read and write. 
Bit by b t, and mite by mite, 
Never anyone, I say, 
Leaps to knowledge and its power. 
Slowly—: low!y—hour by honr, 

That’s the way! 
Just 2 little every day, 

~<a —— 


From Sunapee-Land. * 


WOODLAND WALKS AND PLEASANT RAMBLES 
—SUNAPEE INDUSTRIES—PERSONAL MEN- 
TION. 

Whichever way one turns in this de- 
lightful region, new beauties unfold be- 
fore the enraptured gaze of the beholder. 
A walk in the woods or on the hills is al- 
“waysafeast. ‘Uhe feet press the softest, 
greenest mosses, and many flowers and 
fragrant herbs bend and smile on either 
side. Wintergreen, the partridge berry, 
the snow-flower, wild clematis, rare yellow 
clover, life-everlasting, bayberry, many 
varieties of fern, and various other wild- 
ing plants and nestling blossoms peep from 
the spongy earth, while the birds twitter 
and sing amid the pines, hemlocks, and 
leaning birches, seemingly in love with 
their surroundings. 

Among the industries at Sunapee is the 
shop for the manufacture of hames, some- 
thing belonging to the harness of horses. 
A visit to the pulp mill is not uninterest- 
ing. Great logs of spruce are placed be- 
tween two immense granit blocks, and in 
fifteen minutes are reduced or crushed into 
a loose mass of pulpy matter, which by 
the aid of machinery and water is made 
into a soft,. cheesy consistency. This is 
spread upon rollers, and by another process 
is fashioned into sheets of thick material, 
which in another establishment is readily 
converted into paper, upon which is 
printed the news of theday. So we may 
see that even the forests contribute to our 
happiness and comfort in a literary as wel 
as physical way, reminding us of our de- 
pendence upon the simple things around 
us. The pulp mill is under the careof Su- 
perintendent Abbott, who is always pleased 
to show courteous attention to strangers. 

A little farther on from the pulp-mill, 
and the rambler comes to the workshop of 
the talented artist, Mr. Alfred Dingle, 
whose work speaks for itself. From the 
superior quality of nativ Sunapee granit, 
Mr. Dingle evolves many beautiful figures, 
the chiseled features of which seem almost 
ready to speak to the beholder. Whata 
genius it is to be able to bring forms of 
loveliness from the dull and senseless 
stone, to portray the emotions so visibly 
as to affect one to tears or smiles. How 
patient is the work of the sculptor, and 
how happy must he be as he sees the 
gradual unfoldment of his dream! Mr. 
Dingle, as an artist, has before him a 
bright career. His faithful helpers, too, 
as slowly, with mallet and chisel, they un- 
lock the mysteries of the marble, are 
deserving of much praise and encourage- 
ment. 

There are but two churches in this pleas- 
ant town, only one of which isin working 
order. Perhaps there is but little need of 
churches in sncha charming spot where 
Nature dispensed her gifts in so lavish a 
manner; where every forest path is a 
revelation; where the rhythm of the river 
makes unceasing melody, rivaling the 
choir of the finest cathedral, and the hills 
seem uttering a never-ending benediction. 

Among many pleasant people thatit has 
been my good fortune to meet since so- 
journing here, is Hon. W. O. Sturoe, 


whose fine poem on Lake Sunapee was 


sent you last week. Mr. Sturoc is a sub- 
scriber to Tos TRUTH Serres, and is one 
of the rare gentlemen whom it is a pleas- 
ure to meet. Of fine attainments, schol- 
arly and apt, he possesses that wonderful 
charm of manner and conversation that 
is attractiv to everyone. His intellectual 
attainments and his blameless life hav 
attached to him many friends who 
greatly admire his rare qualities of mind 
and heart. 

Mrs. Etta Marden, another of our 
TRUTH SEEKER friends, livs at Pennacook, 
in this state. She very kindly sends an 
invitation to the editor of the Corner to 
visit her in her home; and it is with feel- 
ings of regret that this invitation, with 
some others, will hay to be declined, 
though it would giv us the greatest pleasure 
to grasp our dear friend by the hand. 
Another time it may be so that our mutual 
desires will be gratified. S. H. W. 

D a 


Correspondence. 


Detmont, S. D., July 25, 1893. 
. Drar Miss Wrxow: This is my second 
attempt to write to the Corner. 

I like to read the Corner very much. 
Pa has taken Tue TRUTH SEEKER for 
fifteen years and thinks he could not 
do without it. I do not see many letters 
from Dakota. 

We like it very well here, although we 
are going to southwest Missouri this fall on 
account of the alkali water. We just 
moved here a year ago last March. We 
hav no fruit here, and pa thinks he cannot 
do without that. We were always accus- 
tomed to lots of fruit in Iowa. 

Our school was out about two weeks 
ago. The weather got too warm to go to 
school. 

I think your pieces of poetry very nice. 
I hav them all cut out and am saving 
them to paste in a book. 

Well, I will close for this time. 

Ever your friend, 
Nexuie E. Wisor. 


Fine Hand-Made Violins. 


Made strictly on scieatific principles. Best in 
the World for the Money. Fine Woo?, Tools, and 
Trimmings for Violin-Maker . Also @ld_and. 
New Viohns Repairei snd Regrsduated at 
reason ble pr ces. Square dealing. Addiess 
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J. COLLINGWOOD, Avery, Ia. | 


FOR SALE, CHEA +. 


200 acres good farm land in Washington. 
Small improvements; easily cleared; about six 
miles from railroad station. My object—getting 
old and health poor. For particulars address 

G. A. BOYD, Boistfort, Lewi; co., Wash. 
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CHOLERA, DIPHTHERIA, Dysentery 
Piles, Quinsy, Catarrh. The Antidote for $1. 
Agents wanted. Dr. G. H. MILIER, 1,441 South 
Twelfth etreet. Denver, Col. 20428 


FOR HER DAILY BREAD. 


A +ineteenth Cent ry Nov]. 


Preface by R. 6. ING RSOLL, 


For H-r Daiiy Br-a1 is the story of. two young 
iris and a younger brother who were left parent- 
ess, with a little money, fair esnucatior, and 
much courage, to make their way through the 
world by going to Chicago. ihe autuaor is also 
the heroiuve. ‘the narrative is, in the main, a his- 
tory of a working-girl’s life ana experience in the 
city of Chicago among bluff busin-ss-men, kind. 
hearted folks, and disreputable hypocrits. It is 
just such a story of human life as we should ex- 
pect Colonel Inger-ol! to be interested in; and 
whatever he admires and appreciates is sure to 
ba worth the attention of the rest of the world. 
Price, 2 cents. Address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Force and Matter; 


Principles of the Natural Order of the Uni 
verse, with a System of Morali y 
Based Thereon. 


By Proresson LUDWIG BUCHNER, MD. 


b UURTENTS 3 
forces and Matter, The Fitness of Things ir 
immortality of Matter, _ Nature (Teleology), 
Immo: ty of Force, Man, i 
infinity of Matter, Brain and Mind, 
Value of Matter, Thought, 
otion, Consciousness, 


form, ._. Seat of the Soul, 
{mmutability of Natural Innate Ideas 

AWS, | The Idea of God, 
Universality of Natural Personal Continuance 


AWS, ital Force, 
The Heavens, . The Soul of Brutes 
Periods of the Creation Freə Will, 
of the Earth, . orality, 
Uriginal Generation, Concluding Observa 
Secular Generation, tions. 


Price, $1.50. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 


“INFIDELS AND CHARITY.” 


_A Leafiet showing that the oft-repeated Chris- 
tian statement that Infidels do not contribute 
to nor found charities is a falsehood. Itought to 
be widely circulated to meet the calumny. i 
5 cents; 60 cents a dozen. Address TRE TRUTH 
SEEKER, 28 Lafayette place, New York. 


rice, 


Scientific Works. | Books by Helen H. Gardener. 


Three Introdnctory Lectnres on the 
Science of Thought. By F. Max Mül- 
ler. 1. The Simplicity of Language; 2. The 
Identity of Language and Thought, and_ 3. 
The Simplicity or Thought. With an appendix 
which contains a correspondence on “Thought 
Without Words,” between F. Max Muller and 
Francis Galton, the duke us Argyll, George J. 

omanes, and others. Neatly bound in cloth. 
Price, 750. 
Three Lectures on The Science of Lan- 
age. By Prof. F. Max Miiller. The 
xford University Extension Lectures. With 
a supplement, ** My Predecessors.” an essay on 
genesis of “The Science of Thought.” 112 
pages; cloth. Price, 75c. 
By Th. 


The Psychology of Attention. 

Ribot, Professor of Comparative and Experi- 
mental Psychology at tne College de France, 
and editor of the Revue J hilosophigue. Au- 
thorizedtranslation. Treating ot the following 
topics: 1. Spontaneous, or Natural, Attention. 
—a, Emotional states; b, Physical manifesta- 
tions; c, Surprise. 2. Voluntary, or Artificial, 
Attention.—a, Its mechanism; ð, Inhibition; 0, 
The feeling of i 3 

Attention.—a, Distraction; b, Hypochondria; 
c, Fixed ideas and ecstasy; @, Idiocy; e, Atten-~ 
tion in sleep and hypnosis. Cloth, 5c. 


Fundamental Problems. The Method of 
Philosophy as a Systematic Arrangement of 
Knowledge. By Dr. Paul Carus. Price, $1. 


The Psychic Life of Micro-Organisms. 
A Study in Experimental Psychology. By Al- 
fred Binet. Translation from the French with 
the sanction of the author. Treating of the fol- 
lowing subjects: 1. The Psychology of the Cell 
—Introductory. 2, The Structural and Psycho- 
logical Character of Proto-Organisms: Motory 
and Sensory Organs. 8. The Psychology of 
Nutrition: Holophytic, Saprophytic, and Ani- 
mal Nutrition; Pred: tory Habits of Certain 
Animalcula. 4. Colonies of Unicellular Organ- 
isms. 5. Fecundation of Proto-Organisms. 
Fecundation of Higher Animals and Plants. 
The Physiological Function of the Nucleus. 8. 
Correspondence between Alfred Binet and Ch. 
Richet (professor of physiology in the Faculty of 
Medicine at Paris) respecting cellular psychol- 
ogy. 10mo, 135 pages; cloth, 75c.; paper, 50c. 

Wheelbarrow Articles and Disenssions 
on the Labor Qnestion, Including the 
Controversy with Mr. Lyman F, Gage on the 
Ethics of the Board of Trade; and also the Coy- 
troversy with Mr. Hugh . Pentecost, and 
others, on the Single Tax Question. Elegant 
cloth binding, portrait of the author, and auto- 
graph letter. Price, $1. 


The Idea of God. By Dr. Paul Carus. 
Being a disquisition on the develapment of 
the idea of God in human thought and history; 
discussing: 1. The Nature of ldeas. 2. The 
ymology of The Word God. 3. God an Abstract 
dea. 4. The Conceptions of God (Polytheism, 
Monoth-ism. Pantheism, 


Pek 


vis ; Theism.and Atheism). 
5. Definitions of the Idea of God. 6. Entheism, 
the Monastic Conception of God. Price, 15c. 


Epitomes of Three Sciences. 1. Com- 
arative Philology: The Study of Sanscrit. B 
rof. H. Oldenberg, of the University of Kiel. 


b. Psycholo. 
Haly: d. Psychology in Grea 


e of Israel. 
niversity of 


ref- 
pen 


The Ethical Problem. By Dr. Paul 
Carus. Three Lectures, delivered before the 
Society for Ethical Culture of Chicago at the 
in tion of the Board of Trustees: 1. Ethics, 
a Science; 2. The Data of Ethics; 3. The The- 
ories əf Ethics. 112 pages, cloth. Price, 50c. 


On Doable Conscionsness. Experimental 
PsychologicalStudies. By Alfred Binet. Table 
of contents: 1. Introductory; Experimental 
Psychologyin France. 2. Proof of Double Con- 
sciousness in Hysterical Individuals. 3. The 
Relations between the o Consciousnesses of 
Hysterical Individuals. 4. The Hysterical Eye. 
5. Mechanism or Subconsciousness? 6. The 
Graphic Method and the Doubling of Conscious- 

ness. 7. The Intensity of Subconscious States. 

8. The Role of Suggestion in Phenomena of 

Double Consciousness. 9. Double Conscious- 

ness in Health. 98 pages, paper. Price, 50c. 

By 


The Lost Mannscript. A Novel. 
Gustave Freytag. A handsome, elegantly 
bound edition of this famous and popular Ger- 
man romance. The author writes as a motto 
for the American edition: “A noble buman 
life does not end on earth with death. It con- 
tinues in the minds and deeds of friends, as well 
as in the thoughts and the activity of the na- 
tion.” In two octavo volumes; boxed. Price, $4. 


Diseases of Personality. By Th. Ribot. 
Authorized translation. Treating of the follow- 
ing subjects: 1. Nature of Personality_and 
consciousness. 2. Organic Diso ders. 3. Emo- 
tional Disorders. 4. Intellectual Troubles. 5. 
Dissolution of the Personality. Cloth, 75c. 


The Soul of Man. An Investigation of 
the Facts of physiological and Experimental 
Psychology. By Dr. Paul Carus., With 152I1|u:- 
trative Cuts and Diagrams. Price $8, pages 480. 
Printed on extra fine paper, handsomely bound 
in cloth. The subject-matter of the work is 
divided into the following sections: 1., The 
Philosophical Problem of Mind. 2. The Rise of 
Organic Life. 3, Physiological Facts of Brain- 
Activity. 4. The Immortality uf the Race and 
the Data of Propagation. 5. The Investiga- 
tions of Experimental Psychology. 6. The Etl- 
ical and Religious Aspects of Soul-Life. 

Address HE TRU LH SEEKFE?. 
28 Lafayette Place, New Yor: 


A NEW WORK 


BY 
ARTHUR B. MOSS, 
Author of “The Bible and Evolution,” 
. ENTITLED 


Christianity and Evolution, 


With preface by 
J. M. WHeEeter, Sub-editor of Freethinker. 


Price, g1. Order at once. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


effort. 3. The Morbid States of, 


New Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 


n Women and Gods. 


Introduction by 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 


Price, cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 
The Trade Supplied at Special Discounts. 


Me 


S THIS YOUR SON, HY LORD? 


4 Fascinating Story of Radical Truths on 
Religion and Social Matters. 
Price. cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 


ORAY YOU, SIR, WHOSE 
DAUGHTER? 


A NEW NOVEL. 
Price, cloth, $1. l Paper; 50 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


oR Tafavetta nlaca, New Vark 


Pyramid of Gizeh. 


Ancient Egyptian Civilization and Hehrew Nar- 
rative in Genesis and Exodus. 
By Van Buren Denstow, LL.D. Price, 15 cents 


Prof. Wm. Denton’s Books, 


Je Thyself. 100. 
Christianity No Finality. Spiritualism 
Superior. 10c. 


Common-Sense Thonghts on the Bible. 
10c. 


Delnge in the Light of Modern Science. 


10e. 
ffarrison in Heaven. A Dream. 10c. 


Geologist and Radical. By J. H. Powell. 
25 


C. 

Feology. Past and Future of our Planet. 
1.50. 

íod Proposed for Onr National Constitn- 
tion, 10e. 

{rreconcilable Records. Genesis and 
Geology. Paper, 25c.; cloth, 40c. 

is Darwin Right? Origin of Man. $1. 

Is Spiritnalism Trne? 10c. 

Wan’s Trne Saviors. 10c. 

YrthoCoxy False, Since Spiritnalism is 
Trne. 10c. 

Zocasset Tragedy. 
Christianity. 10c. 

Radical Disconrses on Religions Snbjects. 


$1.25. 
Radical Rhymes. With Author’s Por- 


trait. $1.25. 
Jermon from Shakspere’s Text. 
soul of Things. 


Legitimate Fruit of 


10c. 


Psychometrie Re- 
_ searches, etc. 8vols. (Vol. Iby Wm. and Eliz. 
M. F. Denton.) Per vol., $1.50. Š 


What Is Right? 10c. 


What Was He? Jesus in 19th Century 
Light. Paper, $1; cloth, $1.25. 


Who are Christians? 10e. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


GHOST OF ST. JOHNS. 


By M. BABOOOK. Price, 15 ote, 
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A NEW BOOK.--AND A MOST ORIGINAL ONE. 


The Creation of God. 


By DR. JACOB HARTMANN. 


An explanation of the origin of the Go Idea, and the mental processes that led to the formation 
of idols and the worship of them. From the time of Terah’s apostasy, Abraham’s reformation and 
his banishment for heresy and blasphemy against the Chatdean idols, to Christ’s coming, the princi- 
pal characters zre analyzed and shown to be human, by thought and deed. It is made plain that the 

eculiar phraseology, cant sayings, subterfuges, miracles, wonder-workings, and supernatural pad- 
ding are the proper offspring of the then existing barbarism, ignorance, and superstition, constitut- 
ing the peculiar politics of the day. 


mor- 


CONTENTS IN DETAIL: 


The Universal Aspect. Elimination offWaste Substances, 


The Earth. ‘Ia General. Z 
The Chemical Aspect. cec meme -By the Lunes. 
The Sun. : IBY the Kidneys. 
Genesis—The Creation. Digestion and Nutrition. i 
Genesis—The Garden of Eden. The Elementary Substances. 

The Deluge. Alcohol and Its Effects on the System. 


The Scriptural God—The Creation. 
The Creation of God—Abraham., 
Moses—Confirmation of the Idea of God. 


The Soul—What Is It? 
-Sin and Salvation. 


The Mind. 


Samuel the Kingmaker. , The Ecclesiastical Kindergarten. 
God Save the King. . Rational Review. , 
Jehovah Takes a Rest. Visions—Bible Dreams—Revelations. 
The End of National Life. The Planetary Gods. 

The Christian Era. Every Man His Own God. 


Organic Life—Vegetable. Tables {Gateways to Knowledge. 


orals; Whence They Spring. 


Organic Life—Anim: ee TRA The Non Credo. 
e Master Tisgues. ; 
The Muscular Tissues. Rules for Humar Conduct. 
The Nervous Tissues. ILLUSTRATIONS. 


Map of the Intellectual Faculties—The Mind. 
Map of Theological Retrogression. 
Map of the Deluge and Garden of Eden. 


Thirty Chapters—Four Hundred and Thirty-two Pages, 
Large 12mo. 


In Cloth, $1; in Paper, 50 Cents. 


Food and Food-Substances. 


ore 


REDUCTION IN PRIGE.OF A GREAT BOOK 


Etat l sened so that we can reduce 
i i 
I]: the price from $1 75 ty 


$1.00. 


e book has had a phenomenal sale tor so heretical a work, second only to Helen Gardener’ 
+ Women, and Gods,” and we give our readers the pecuniary benefit of i. The ; 


“MARTYRDOM OF MAN” 


ta. very interestingly pictured synopsis of universal history, showing what the race has undergore 

—its martyrdom—in its rise to its present plane. It shows how War and Religion have been oppres 

sive factors in man’s struggle for Liberty, and the last chapter, of some 150 pages, describes his 

intellectual struggle from the animal period of the earth to the present, adding an outline of wha: 

the author conceives would be a religion of reason and love. The chapters are: , 

WwW A R pees Western Asia, the Persians, the Greeks, the Macedonians, Alexandria, the 
a 


enicians, Carthage and Rome, Roman Africa, the Arabs. 


The Natural History of Religion, the Israelites, the Jews, the Prophets. 
Character of Jesus, the Christians, Arabia, Mecca, Character of Moham- 
È med, Description of Africa, the Mohammedans in Central Africa. 
Ancient Europe, Inyasion of the Germans, the Castle, the Town, the 
L Church, Venice, Arab Spain, the Portuguese, Discoverers, the Slave Trade, 
Abolition in Europe, Abolition in America. Materials of Human History. 


INTELLECT Animal Period of the Earth, Origin of Man, and Bariy History: 


e Summary of Universal History, The Futu”a of the Human Race, 
Religion of Reason and Love. 
Price reduced from $1.75 to $1.00. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


28 Lafayette place, New York. 


The Agnostic Annual/Col, A. G. Ingersall's 


Zoas ARGUM T 
mr 1 8S 9 3 -A . uM EN 


Edited by CHARLES A! WATTS. Reynolds Blasphemy Trial, 


OONTENTS! At Morristown, N. J. 

The Moral Sanotion, Leslie Stephen; Reverent] Thisis the sreatestargument ever made ina cast 
Agnosticism, Amos atersi The Mother Nature: | of this kind, and will be a model for the Bar so 
À oem, Gerald Massey; Dogmatism in Fheol- j| long as the Christians use force to repress free 
ogy, Alfred Momerie; Sermons on the Mount, | speech. Its legal acumen is unsurpassed, its elo- 
Samuel Laing; The pity ot the Dead, W. Stowart | quence never equaled. Wherever Christian per- 
Boni Saladin); ga tbe uty of Honesty, in Our ment should be 

onvictions, O. E. Plumptre; Scientific Religion, isti a 
R. Bithell; The Blight of Superstition, Charles hristians, and ex 
Watts; Anthropology and Orthodoxy, Edward 
Olodd; The Disappearance of the Nether World 
F. J. Gould; Religious Ideas: Their Origin an 
Development, Frederick Millar; Signals with 

ars: oem, G. H. Martin; Materialism and 
Idealism Harmonized, Lucian Armstrong. 

Price, 25 cents. 
. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


secution is going on this ar, 
freely circulated, read to the 
pounded on every occasion. 


In paper, 25 cents; in cloth, 50 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette place, New York. 


Roaring Lion on the Track. 


By M. BABOOCK. 


Pro and Con of 


Supernatural Religion, 


Have We a Supernatural, Inspired. Mirae 
wious Religion? 


Price. 18 cents. 


LITTLE LESSONS FOR 


LITTLE FOLKS. 


By MRS. E. D. SLENEKER. 
Boards, “n j a = - cents. 


Sw IB UB Gmiuo Sater af saabe GOA Wo nee 


= 


Just Out.—25 Cents —Five Copies for $1. 


e i A : sate ý 
A Liberal living in Michigan said once that he would give $% a 
year to have the Crimes of Preachers recorded, as the frequent lapses 
of virtue of the ministers showed how little value Obristianity 
possesses to Make men moral, 
We have just issued the Fourth Edition of the book doing this. 
The additions for t new edition of the 


‘ Crimes of Preachers” 


shows nearly 400 cases of ministerial conduct. While those in pre- 
vious editions show that within a tew years about ps P 


1300 MINISTERS HAVE BEEN GUILTY 


of one kind or another of criminal condust. Most of the crimes 
are against women, for the fair sex aro at once the weakness and 
the strength of the church—* the church” meaning of course the $ 


ergy. 
3 Notwithstanding the many additional pages, we have kept they 
price the same, 25 cents. Send for « copy, and confound the church- * 
men. Show them just what sor. of scamps are the clergy who have 


clused the World’s Fair on Sunday, b2cause it ia to holy a day that t shi 
paintings in this period is “ immoral.” Se bo oe upon; machinery oF 
a Address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY. ° 


BOOKS 


SALADIN 


SW. STEWART ROSS). 


Editor of the a 


wzONDON AGNOSTIC JOURNAL. 


GOD AND HIS BOOK: 


When he had read this book Colonel Ingersoll wrote tothe author: “ You have earned the 
thanks of all whe really think.” Itis a Work of vast renearoh; of sound ae of canatig 
humor, of sledgehamm:r vehemence, of scathing satire. ¢ f 
the heaviest iconoclastic broadsides ever fired at the Jewish God and the Bible. 

Cloth, gold letters, $1.25. 


WOMAN: HER GLORY, HER SHAME, AND HER GOD. i 


The Rev. Archdeacon Farrar gaid that “ Christianity elevated the woman; it shrouded 
as sie halo of sacred innocence the tender years of the child.” The object of Saladin’s work 
is to show the archdeacon his error, and he has succeeded. An English woiter said of it: 
* This certainly is one of the most marvelous books ever issued from he press. The authori- 
ties cited are unquestionable, and the result is convincing.’ 

In two volumes, cloth, gilt lettered, $2.50. 


JANET SMITH: A PROMISCUOUS ESSAY ON WOMAN. 


This is one of the most delightful of Saladin’s books, a dis‘ection of woman, with inci- 
dental tearing apart of man—caustic, sarcastic. yet philosophical withal, and permeated with 
a tender reverence for woman and exalted opinion of what she is and should be. A merciless 
satire upon certain of the conventional foibles of the day, full of facts, tancics, truths, rare 
touches of genius, and bursts of eloquence. Most of the satirical shafts aimed at the woman 

- go past her and stick in the man. behind her, and it serves him about right. 
loth, uncut edges, gilt top, #1. 


CHRISTIANITY AND THE SLAVE TRADE. 


A condensation of the known facts upon this subject, proving that Christianity did not 
abolish but aided this infamous traffic in human beings. To which are added such comments 
as only Saladin can make. paper, 80 cents. ; 


THE TRANSITION. 


A consideration of the antagonism of the Bible and science, and of the question whether 
the veiled or allegorical portions of the Christian Bible can be interpreted by modern science. 
n paper, 20 cents. 


ROSES AND RUE. 


Being Random Notes and Sketches. fome of its subjects are: A Last Interview with a 
Man of Genius; An Essay on Stirpiculture; Asceticism and Superstition; Capital Punishment; 
Poverty; Godin the Constitution; Bruno; Gods; Witchcraft, etc. This may be calle ala- 
din’s own book, for it is poetry in prose, and is one of the books that lovers of strong literature 
like to read‘ again and again. In cloth, gold- and silver-lettered, $1.50. 


LAYS OF ROMANCE. 


This book reminds one of Sir Walter Scott, being romantic, historic verse, aglow in every 
page with the energy of a true and high poetic genius. g 
Cloth, gold-lettered, 75 cents. 


ISAURE and OTHER POEMS. 


The title poem is a story of intense passion, touchingly told, The other twenty poems 
are fresh, fragrant, thoughtful, and every verse reveals the thinker, observer, and reformer, 
Every page glows with passion and throbs with life. 

Cloth, gold-lettered, 75 cents. 


A FEARFUL FLOGGING. 


By one who endured it. Based upen a manuscript in the possession of Baladin 
n paper, 10 cents. 


THE AGONIES OF HANGING. 


Studies in Psychology. By one who was cut down from the gallows. Printed from manu- 
script in the hands of Saladin. In paper, 16 cents. 


WHIRLWIND SOWN and REAPED. 


A short story of clerical crime and villainy founded on fact. Of this book the Open Court 
aaid: “This hovel will command the same, or more, interest than Helen Gardener's story, * Is 
This Your Son, My Lord?” In paper, 25 cents. 


THE CONFESSIONAL. 


Being an exposure of that infamous religious rite. Contents: Li 
Reformation Church; Lechery of the Confessional; The Priest in Abs. on; Confessions of 
the Escaped Nun; Extracts from Dens and Liguori; Examination of t. “hurch’s Claim to 
have Fostered Learning; Her Atte pts at Continency, even more Ruinous than Her Self- 
Indulgence: The Relative Criminal Statistics of Catholicism and Protestantism 

paper. 2% cents. a 


THE TRITH SEEKER, 8 Lafsvette Place, Naw York. , 


HAND-BOOK 


OF 


FREETH OUGHT. 


By W. S. BELL. 


‘iousness of the Pre- 


Map ai? nf thane ware addres 


Containing in condensed and systematized form a 
vast amount of evidence against the superstitious doc- 
p trines of Christianity. As a book of reference and aid 
to all truth seekers it is invaluable. Its classification 
of subjects makes it a hand-book. As Ingersoll said of 
ody in every village to “corner the parson.” Its wide 
points between Christianity and Hrecthonght. Price, 
THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


H ILGAB LA i e Lees 
laine’s * Age of Reason,” it enables some) 
Satiety of subjects include all the disputed 
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Jfew Publications. 


Unless otherwise specified, all publica- 
tions noticed here can be had of THE 
TRUTH SEEKER Company, at the price 
named. 


THE WORLD WANTS TO. 
GOOD RESULTS ? 

In direct opposition to Mr. Mitchell’s 
orthodox argument comes a series of 
books from the Truth Seeker Company, 
“ An Agnostic’s View of the Resurrection,” 
the ‘‘ Creation of God,” and the ‘‘ Hand- 
book of Freethought.” The Agnostic in 
question is Don Allen, and he i« visibly 


KNOW, WHAT 


disturbed by the Christian acceptation f 


of the resurrection, and has ‘‘ concluded 
to giv my theory of what took place 
at the tomb.” And that theory is that 
Pilate removed the body of the savior 
from the grave and secreted it in order 
to prevent a riot that would follow any 
desecration of the tomb by the multi- 
tude. To the setting forth and substanti- 
ation of this theory the author devotes his 
energies. 

The ‘‘Creatian of God” is contributed 
by Dr. Jacob Hartmann, and goes over 
the old familiar lines. The first four 
chapters are devoted to the considera- 
tion of the chief aspects of the natural 
universe. The author endeavors to demon- 
strate that, search where you will in the 
universe, suns, stars, planets, satellites, 
this terrestrial globe, its atmosphere, 
infinit space, chemical constituents, ani- 
mal and vegetable life, all, all, every- 
thing known, is found to be natural, 
governed by natural laws, ‘‘and not a 
vestige, not the remotest shadow, of any- 
thing supernatural, of a God or gods, 
is to be found.” He assails also the first 
ten chapters of Genesis, shows ‘‘ how the 
idea of God originated,” takes up Old 
Testament history in its natural order, 
and plavs havoc with accepted ortho- 
doxy. This and much more of the same 
sort conclude with an appeal to people 
to eat proper food, keep their feet dry, 
and ‘‘remember that dead men enjoy 
nothing.” 

Mr. W. S. Bell informs the readers of 
his ‘‘ Handbook of Freethought” that he 
has ‘‘aimed in preparing this work to put 
into compact and orderly form a large 
amount of irrefragable evidence against 
the superstitions of the church.” This 
evidence consists of a good deal of old 
straw that has been thrashed over by 
Paine, Ingersoll, and all that class of 
orators and writers. 
“handbook ” nothing else could be reason- 
ably expected. The precise usefulness of 
salt a book does not seem exactly clear, 
but it is inferred that the compilation 
gave Mr. Bell great pleasure, and it is 
sure that the perusal will supply a number 
of smart sayings for immature young peo- 
ple to throw at their grandmothers. 

Yet, after all, considering the temper in 
which these books are written, consider- 
ing their sneering, cynical, querulous 
tone, what good results? (‘‘ Handbook of 
Freethought,” ‘‘The Creation of God,” 
“An Agnostic’s View of the Resurrec- 
tion;’ Truth-Seeker Company.) — New 
York World. 


BRAIN « BIBLE: 


THE CONFLICT BETWEEN MENTAL SCIENCE 
AND THEOLOGY. 
By EDCAR C. BEALL, M.D., 


with a preface by 
R. G. INGERSOLL. 


This is the only work of its kind in the litera- 
ture of Freethought Its arguments are based 
upon scientific phrenology, and appeal directly 
to the reader’s sense of logic and love of justice. 
It ne eloquent as well B gonvincing. 

rice, cloth, $1. ress 
THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Antiquity 
Unveiled. 
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elations. 


to he of 
Heathen Origin. 


(ILLUSTRATED.] 


oe 
Address THE TRUTHISEEKER. 


published in one, year. 
which geer is desired. 
e 


Of course as a]. 


Ancient Voices 
from the Spirit 
Realm disclose the 
most Startling Rev- 


Proving Christianity 


Price, - - - - 81.50. 


Truth Seeker Library. 


Published Monthly at $3 per Year. 
Issues oF 1891.—$3, 


Price. 

Truth Seeker Annual, 1891............22.cs0e05 $0 25 
en, Women, and Gods. Helen H. Gar- 
ONGCDy oe stisis E PE waste cael oe ose 

The Age of Reason. Thomas Paine. Ilus- a 
POLO 005 cx tans crstn cay eens #4 aes Kees d's be 

Answers to Christian Questions. D. M. Ben- 5 
Ta A AT E sss saiseeGsaescesealos 

Christian Absurdities. John Peck..... 20 

Victor Hugo’s Oration on Voltaire...... 10 

The Crisis. Thomas Paine. IHustrate 40 

Sabbath Breaking. John E. Remsburg.... 25 
Travels in Faith from Tradition to Rea- 

„ son. Robert C. Adams.............00005 25 
Strike of a Sex. George N. Miller............ 25 
My Religious Experience. Samuel P. Put- = 

ML e a PREE AE A IET E E ET 
The Higher Criticism in Theology and Re- 
gion. E. Longshore................ 50 


Issues oF 1892.—$3. 
Infidel Death-Beds. G. W. Foote............. 25 


Rights ‘of Man. Thomas Paine. Illustra- i 
OC iso's a stare css. 0.6 8 A aie Sic'o T A Sisiele tse 0 
Was Christ Crucified? Austin Bierbower.... 10 
ulpit, Pew, and Cradle. Helen H. Gar- 
OROT ..ccccccccccccccccccccces 10 
Bible Morals. John E. Remsbur 25 
Awful Disclosures of Maria Mon . 50 
Pocket Theology. Voltaire..............2005. 25 
Why Dont God Kill the Devil? M. Bab- 
COC ETE TE T A T TITTA 15 
Liberty in Literature. Testimonial to 
alt Whitman, with Funeral Address. 
By Col. Robert G. Ingersoll.............. 25 
Six Lectures on Astronomy. Richard A. 
PROCbON ise cs ixeouperiies c0e8 Sas cee 15 
Candle From Under the Bushel. Wm. A. a 
DED PETES E TT OET TET 0 
The Holy Bible Abridged...............6. e000 30 
alse Claims of the Church. John E. 
Remsburg....... Ab sided Eas ead EERE co E 10 
Issues or 1893.—$3. 
Thomas_ Paine Vindicated. Col. Robert 
G. Ingersoll.............ccceseeeseessseees 15 
The Creation of God. Dr. Jacob Hart- 
5 MANR oo... cece eens erence ences Perr 50 
Crimes of Preachers in the United States. 

E. Billings 25 
Resurrection of Jesus 40 
Handbook of Freethought. W. 8. Be 50 
Religion a Curse; Heligion a Disease; 

_ ligion a 8. - 8 
Design Argument Fallacies. By Editor of 
HE ‘TRUTH SEEKER......... css 15 
Abraham Lincoln: Was He a Christian? 
John E Remsbure. owe... eee 56 
Pen Pictures of ‘the Wo:ld’s Fair. Ius- 
trated. 8. P. Putnam.................4. 25 


During the year other standard Freethought 


works will be published and sent to subscribers 
as the 


appear. 
Yearly subscribers at $3 receive all the numbers 
ordering please say 
Single numbers sold at prices quoted. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafavette Place. New York. 


SUSAN WIXON'S BOOKS, 


> n 
È “SAL. Žž 
All in a Lifetime. 
12mo, 300 pp., $1. 
Apples of Gold. And Other Stories for 
oys and Girls. 12mo, 383 pp., $1.25. 


The Story Hour. An Exceptionally Hand- 
some and Interesting Book, Without Supersti- 
tion, for Children and Youth. The Only Free- 
thinkers’ Children’s, Story-book ever issued. 
t j full-page illustrations and 25 smaller; large 
tvpe, heavy, toned paper, broad margins, illus- 
trated covers; 4to, 224 pp., boards, $1. 

Address, THE TRUTH SEEKER CO 


A Liberal Romance. 


CHEAP EDITION. 


Travels in Faith. 


By CAPT. ROBERT C. ADAMS. 


Being the story of his mental journey from 
orthodoxy to Rationalism. 


Price, paper, 25 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 


GOVERNMENT ANALY ZED, 


By COL. JOHN R. KBLSO. 


Contents: Derivations and Definitions of 
Political Terms; Various Forms of Government; 
General Principles of Government; Functions 
of Government; Origin of Government; Declara- 
tion of Independence; Articles of Confederation; 
Detects of the Confederation; Formation of the 
Constitution of the United States; Taxation; 
Tariff for Protection; War; Punishment; Mar- 
riage; Religion; Prohibition; Money; What a 
Government Should Be. . 

‘Those who know Col. Kelso’s keen analytical 
power, 48 shown in his “Bible Anaiyzed” and 
** Deity Analyzed,” will realize that in “ Govern- 
ment Analyzed” they will hav the bedrock of 
buman authority exposed, and will learn what 
government is. Whether they will agree with 
his statement of what government is depends 
upon whether they lean to Socialistic or Anarch- 
istic philosophy. But at all events everyone can 

ing from this book 


learn somethin z 
Price, $1.50. Sold by THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


Good Books for Liberally In-| Cems of Phought. 


clined People. 


The Last Tenet; Imposed npon the Khan o- 
Tomathoz. By Hudor Genone, author 
of “ Inquirendo Island.” Copiously illustrated 
with original drawings by Louis M. Glackens. 
12no, 165 pages; cloth, $1.25; paper, 50c. 

Inquirendo Island. A novel. By Hudor 
Genone. 12mo, 353 pages; cloth, $1; paper 
50c. “This book is to me a delightful sur- 

rise. In my judgment it is a stronger piece of 

ction than ‘edward Bellamy’s * Looking Back- 
ward,’ which at times it reminds one of. Itisa 
merciless exposure of Pharisaism and hypoc- 
risy, which is so prevaleut in fashionable Chris- 
tianity of to-day. It isa good book, and while 
it will offend many, should be read by all.”— 


{The Arena. 
Lecture on the Bible. By Rev. Charles 
Voysey, pastor of the Theistic church of Lon- 


don, with a new introduction by Rev. Herbert 
Taft Root. Paper, 87 pages; 20c. 


God in the Constitution. By Arthur B. 
Bradford. Paper, 18mo, 18 pages; 10c. 
Evolution in its Relations to Evangelical 


Religion. By B. F. Underwood. Paper, 
24mo; 21 pages; 5c. 


The Change of Front of the Universe. 
By Minot J. Savage. Paper. 31 pages, 10c. 

A Study of Primitive Christianity. By 
Lewis G. Janes. Cloth, octavo, gilt sop, uncut 
edges, 819 pages; $1.25. “Dr. Janes is evidently 
a thorough scholar, and one cannot fail to be 
impressed with the care, the honesty, the faith- 
fulness, the impartiality, the love of truth, the 
conservatism exhibited throughout this admi- 
rable volume.”—{Popular Science Monthly. 

By 


What Can Ethics Do For Us? 


William Mackintire Salter. Paper, 12mo, 82 
pages, 19c. 


Freedom of Thought and of Speech. By 


William Mackintire Salter. Paper, 12mo, 29 
pages, 10c. 


The Morals of Christ. A comparison 
with the contemporaneous systems of Mosaic, 
Pharisgic, and Greco-Roman ethics. By Austin 
Bierbower. Paper, 16mo, 200 pages, 50c.; cloth, 
$1. ‘Mr. Bierbower has carefully analyzed the 
old-world ethical systems which chiefly con- 
cern the modern civilized world, and in this 
book he has so classified the elements revealed 
by that analysis as to give them a high scien- 
tific value. is book is almost as systematic as 
a treatise upon one of the exact sciences, and 
stands in fine contrast to the rambling, ethical 
discussion of which we hear so much and which 
leads us nowhere.”-—[Chicago Daily News. 


iberty and Life. Seventeen discourses 
on the applications of scientific truth to morals 
and religion. By E.P.Powell. 12mo,208 pages; 
cloth, $1; paper, 50c. “Strong. even bold, 
essays on ethical and religious subjects. They 
are the work of a man of vigorous intellect, who 
has studied the doctrine of evolution long and 
carefully, and has not found it necessary to 
abandon all his old reverences. The discourses 
arc l of interest to the casual reader by rea- 
son of their fund of anecdote and biographical 
citation, and to the seeker for religious and 
moral truth they offer many helps.” —{Literary 


or 

Evolntion and Christianity. A Study. 
.By J. C. F. Grumbine. Cloth, square 18mo, 
75 pages, 30c. ‘*Mr. Grumbine’s statements are 
sound and well put. His book is the fruit of 
wide reading and investigation. It is a helpful 
one, is thoroughly interesting reading, and its 
presentatiou of the relation between evolution 
aud Christianity includes much valuable 
thought.”—[Buffalo Express. 


Lessons From the World of Matter and 
the World of Man. By Theodore Parker. 


< Selected from notes of unpublished sermons by 
Rufus Leighton. 12mo, 430 pages; cloth, $1.253 


paper, 50c. . 
Address, THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
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APOLLONIUS OF TYANA IDENTIFIED AS THE 
CHRISTIAN JESUS. 


An important and remarkable revelation con- 
terning the life and times of Apollonius of 
Iyana, the great sage and philosopher of the first 
century. It is here claimed that his life and 
teachings were appro riated and utilized by the 
formulators of the Christian religion in the in- 
terest of so-called Christianity. The plagiarism 
is made plain in this brief history of Apollonius 
especially in view of the historica references and 
comments thereon. It is quite evident that to 
conceal the plagiarism, the name of Apollonius 
was suppressed. 

rice, 15 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


28 Lafayette place, New York City. 


PULPIT, PEW, 
and CRADLE. 


By HELEN H. GARDENER. 


One of Her Brightest, Wittiest, and 
Strongest Lectures Against 
the Bible. ` 


Every Woman Should Read It 
and 


Know Her Enemies and Her Friends 
Price. 10cents. Address this offce. 


SHALL THE BIBLE BE READ 
IN OUR PUBLIC SCHOOLS? 
By R» B, Westbrook, A.M. 
Third Thousand. 


Price, 10 cents. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


“With Daughter's Babe Upon 


His Knees.” 


Photograph of Colonel Ingersoll, with his 

randchild in his lap, a delicate little souvenir of 

merica’s greatest orator and Freedom’s greatest 
champion at home, may be had at this office for 
fifty centr. 


_ CERTAINLY, if the Bible is such a revela- 
tion as men claim, it has egregiously failed 
to answer the purpose for which it was in- 
tended, seeing that men equally able, 
earnest, and sincere differ among them- 
selvs radically and hopelessly.— Chadwick. 


In ecclesiastical history we see Chris- 
tians denouncing and excommunicating . 
one another for supposed error, and every 
denomination has been pronounced ac- 
cursed—anathema -maranatha— by some 
portion of the Christian world; so that, 
were the curses of men to prevail, not 
one human being would enter heaven, — 
Dr. Channing. . ; 


VOLTAIRE demonstrated that the origin 
of all religions is the same, the same mys- 
teries—the same miracles—the same im- 
‘posture—the same temples and cere- 
monies—the same kind of founders, 
apostles, and dupes—the same promises 
and threats—the same pretense of good- 
ness and forgivness and the practice of 
the same persecution and murder. He 
proved that religion made enemies—phi- 
losophy friends. . These were his crimes. 
—Ingersoll. 


Our free press, also, and our free speech 
are great educators. fu these days we are 
compelied to see and hear and think. The 
narrow-minded man is unhappy and dis- 
tracted. He is no longer protected in his 
little system by college or cloister walls. A 
myriad unwelcome facts peer in athim from 
every side—from the circulating library, 
from the interesting novel, from the om- 
nipresentand iconoclastic newspaper. The 
man of mental bias is veritably a victim 
of persecution. Optimists tell us that the 
world is growivg honest. I am optimist 
enough to believe that itis growing broad- 
minded. Perforce it must. The air is full 
of everybodv’s ideas. They circulate 
everywhere, and act asa series of inces- 
sant shucks wherever they find a mind too 
narrowly planned to admit them. Hence 
men are beginning to avoid systems as the 
cause of more friction than they save. 
They are willing to sacrifjce a narrow love 
of unity and consistency for a broader 
harmony with the spirit of the age.— 
Professor Patrick on’ the Psychology of 
Prejudice. f i 


In order to believe a miracle, itis not 
enough merely to hav seen it; for a man 
may be deceived. A fool is often called a 
dealer in wonders; and not merely do 
many excellent persons think that they 
hav seen what they hav not seen, and 
heard what was never said to them—not 
only do they thus become witnesses of 
miracles, but they become also subjects 
of miracles. They hav been sometimes 
diseased, and sometimes cured by super- 
natural power; they hav been changed 
into wolves; they hav traveled through. 
the air on broomsticks; thev hav become 
both incu i and suceubi. It is nécessary 
that the miracle should hav been seen by 
a great number of very sensible people, 
in sound health, and perfectly disinter- 
ested in the affair. Itis above all neces- 
sary, that it should hav been solemnly 
attested by them; for if solemn forms of 
authentication are deemed necessary with 
respect to transactions of a very simple 
character, such as the purchase of a house, 
a marriage contract, or a will, what par- 
ticular and minute cautionary formalities 
must not re deemed requisit in order to 
verify things naturally impossible, on 
which the destiny of the world is to de- 
pend.— Voltaire. 


THERE are three main groups of influ- 
ences which more or less control the will 
of man, and which set certain definit 
limits to his actions. The first and most 
powerful of these influences resides in the 
individual organization of each person, 
and in his physical and moral tendencies, 
impulses, inclinations, and characteristics 
which are mostly inherited from parents 
and ancestors. The second influence is 
the force of training, education, and ex- 
ample, acting upon the innate character, 
and producing thereon sometimes a bene- 
ficial, and sometimes a deleterious effect. 
The third influence lies in the external 
circumstances of life and in the action of 
the surroundings or media within which 
each individual man does and must move. 
In the most superficial sense we reckon 
among these media: country, climate, 
natural conditions in general, also man- 
ners and customs, social and political cir- 
cumstances, stages of civilization and 
knowledge, peculiarities of character, the 
style of feeding and living in use among 
the people, nation, or race to which the 
individual belongs; lastly, the special 
personal circumstances by which every- 
one living in the midst of a community 
is affected in the same way as he is by 
general circumstances. These are: health, 
nutrition, wealth or poverty, abundance 
or privation, social position, happiness or 
misery, and so on, — Büchner, 
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Thomas Paine’s Works. 


OPTED OL, ax 


X 


Age of Reason. Pap., 458., 
€ copies for $1; clo., 50c. . 

Age of Reason and Examina- 
ion of the Prophecies. 
Pap.. 40c.: clo., 75c. 

Apostle of Political and Re 
igious Liberty. (Life.)_By 
J. E. Remsburg Portrait. Pap. 
50c.? clo.; 75c. i . 

Common Sense. Written in 
1776, Ie. o : 

Crisis. Written During Am. 
Revolution. Pap., 40c.; clo., 756. 

Great Works. 8vo. 800 pp.. 


clo., $3; leather, $4; morocce 
gilt edges, $4.50. 

Life of. By J. E. Remsburg, 
Port. Pap.,50c. 

Life of. With Remarks on 
Comte anā Rousseau. By C. 
Blanchard. Pap., 40c.; clo., with 


portrait, 60e. , A 

Life of. With Explanatory 
Observations. By G. Vale. Por 
trait. $2 


Lithograph of. Heavy plate 
paper. 22x28, $1. 

Political and Religious Re- 
former. By B. F. Under- 


wood. 19c. 
Political Works: ‘“‘ Common 
.” * Crisis,” “Rights of 


lution. Pap.,40c.; clo., 75c. ~ 
Testimonials to His Merits. 
Compiled by J. N. Moreau. 48c. 
Theological Works: ‘“‘Age oí 
Reason,” “ Examination of Propk- 
ecies,” etc., with Life of Paine 
and steel port. $1.50. 
Vindication of. Reply to N. Y. 
Observer. By R.G. Ingersoll. %0¢ 


Address The Truth Seeker Company ` 
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TREETHINKERS’ PICTORIAL TEXT-BOOK. 


SHOWING 


HR ABSURDITY AND UNTRUTHFUL: 
NESS OF THE CHUROR’S CLAIM 
TO BE A DIVINE AND BENEFi- 
CENT INSTITUTION, AND RE- 
VEALING THE ABUSES 


OF A UNION OF 
OHUROH AND 
TATE. 
J g 5 Full~-Page 
Illustrations. 


WITH COPIOUS CITATIONS ©% 


FACTS, 
HISTORY, 
STATISTICS, 


OPINIONS or SCHOL- 
ARS 


TO MAINTAIN THE ARGUMEN? O 
THE ARTIST. 
DESIGNS BY WATSON HEST YW 


WITH PORTRAIT ¢# 
THE DESIGNEE. 


The illustrations are classified as follows: 


eee a he beans | eS wee ee oe 
8 a anksgiving 1 s he Lord’s Instruments., 
6 «Sabbath Laws. 25 S Bible Doctrines and Their Results 
Do * Womanand the Cbuseke E E E A 
olitics. 
£ oe e Church and Thomas Pains. 4 oe Treland and the Church. 
K Es Studies in Neoural History. 3 = Church's Taon ot Civilization: 
; e Bible and Science. 8 g 
I o” The Clergy and Their Flocks, 4 Unkind Reflections on the Churah. 
A a tety. = ur t enitentiarion, a “a porsceu dons of the Church, 
e Atonement Scheme. ome Allegories. 
4 * . The Lord and His Works. 8 by Heaven. £ 
E bai Prayer. 6 ka ell. 
= 6" The Creeds. 7 * Miscellaneone 
yu. 28 Christians and Mohammedans. 


A most extraordinary publication. We venture the assertion that nothin 


fore a 
‘she 


peared in 


like iz has ever be. 


this country, and it is very doubtful if another one like it ever again be 


ub 
. We must give the Truth Seeker Company the credit of petting the book in the reach oF all 
At twice the price it would have been a cheap book. Artist 
signer isa wonderful success, and we ju 
America will desire a copy of t 


eston as a portrait-painter and de 
e from our own feelings that nearly every Liberal is 
s most wonderful volume.—[Freethinkers’ Magazine. 


Mr. Heston deserves to be called the artist-hero of Liberalism. He has dedicated bis genius te 
Freethought, and has done faithful and noble work for the cause of right and truth. Bat the pict- 


wares 


do not make up the whole of this volume. 


There are nearly two hundred pages of reading 


matter that serve first as explanations of the illustrations, and secondly as texts to provo the utter 


,alsity of the church’s professions and the h 
book is one of the i 


ocrisy of those, who uphold them. together the 


best weapons against Christianity and the church that has oyar beer pug im the 


bands of Freethinkers.—[Boston Investigator. 


POPES AND THEIR DOINGS. 


Yiears of Christ and Vicegerents of God. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


Price, board covers, $23 cloth, $2.80: 


RADA Toe mema Foes 


FILE BINDERS. 


Those who preserye the volumes of Tae TRUTH 
SEEKER need a File Binder, which we will send on 
receipt of one dollar. 


ACOOUNT OF 


k+ 


INFIDEL X 


DEATH- S.W. SAER, 
BEDS. |... 


o—— 


Being true accounts of the passing away of the 
following persons, thus refuting the many Chris- 
tian slanders upon them and others: __ 

Lord Amberley, John Baskerville, Pierre Bayle, 
Jeremy Bentham, Paul Bert, Lord Bolingbroke, 
Francois Broussais, Giordano Bruno, Henry 
Thomas Buckle, Lord Byron, Richard Carlisle, 
William Kingdon Clifford, Anacharsis Clootz, An- 
thony Collins, Auguste Comte, Condorcet, Robert 
Cooper, D’Alembert, Danton, Charles Darwin, 
Erasmus Darwin, Delamb¥e, Denis Diderot, 
Etienne Dolet, George Eliot, Frederick the Great, 
Gambetta. i Isaac Gendre, bbon, 
Godwin, Goethe, Grote, Helvetius, Henry Heth- 


:arington, Hobbes, Austin Hatyoake, Viotor Hugo, 


Hume, Littre, Harriet Martineau, Jean Meslier. 
James Mill, Joan Stuart Mall, Mirabeau, Robert 
Owen, Thomas Paine, Courtiandt Palmer, Rabe- 
lais, Winwood Reade, Madame Roland, George 
Sand, Schiller, Shelley, Spinoza, Strauss, John 
Toland, Vanini, Volney, Voltaire, James Watson, 
John Watts, Thomas Woolston. 
Price. 25 cents dress 
THE TRUTH SEEKER 


A SHORT 


HISTORY OF THE BIBLE, 


BEING 


A Popular Account of the Formation and Development 
of the Canon, 


By BRONSON D. KEELER. 


Contents: The Hebrew Canon. The New Tes- 
tament. The Early Controversies. The Books at 
First Not Considered Inspired. Were the Fathers 
Competent? The Fathers Quoted as toripture 
Books Which are Now Called Apocryphal. The 
Heretics. The Christian Canon. 

Paper, 50 cents: cloth. 75 cents. 


SGIENGE VS. RELIGION, 


OR, THE 
Conflict between Reason and Superstition, 
By T. C. WIDDICOMBE, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


Price, 10 cents. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


IRON-CLAD AND MANNA SERIES. 


IRON-CLAD SERIES. 


1 Atonement. Charles Bradlaugh............. 5 
2 Secular Responsibility., G.J. Holyoake..... 5 
4 Influence of Christianity on Civilizatio . 
NGETWOOG...... cee cece cceerecsresseeeeeee 
7 Buddhist Nihilism. Prof. Max Mueller..... 
8 Religion of Inhumanity. F. Harrison...... 1 
9 Relation of Witchcraft to Religion. Lyail.. 
10 Epidemic Delusions. Marvin...... ana 
11 P. ilosophy of Spiritualism. Marvin........ 50 
12 Tyndau’s Belfast Inaugural, and Portrait.. 25 
13 Essays on Miracles. David Hume... 
14 Land Question. Charles Bradleugh.. 
15 Were Adam and Eve Our #irst Parens 
Charles Bradlaugh............ssssseseecees 
16 Why Yo Men starve? Charles Bradlaugh.. 
18 A Plea for Atheism. Charles Bradlaugh . 1 
19 Large or Small Families? A. Holyoake..... 
20 Superstitio, Displayed, with a Letter of 
iliam Pitt. Austin Holyoake _.... 
21 Defense of Secular Principles. O. Watts.... 
22 Is the Bible Reliable? Charles Watts....... 
23 The Christian Deity. Charles Watts....... 
24 Moral Value of th Bible. Charles Watts... 
25 Freethought and Mod. Progress. Watts.... 
26 Ohristianity: Its Nature and Influence on 
Civilization. Charles Watts 


annann ooo 


28 Thoughts on Atheism. Austin Holyoake... 
29 Is there a Moral Governor of the Universe? 


on 


MANNA SERIES. 


1 Original Manna for “ God’s Chosen.”....... 5 

3 New Life of David. Charles Bradlaugh.... 5 

5 20u Questions Without Answers.............. 5 

6 Dialogue between a Christian Missionary 
and a Chinese Mandarin... 


7 Queries Submitted to the Bench of Bishops 
Weak but Zealous Christian = 


by a 
8 Search After Heaven and Hell. 
_ oake ... seesesaasesseeccsaceen 
9 New Life of Jonah. . Bi 
10 A Few Words spout the Devil. 
aco 


Holy- 


5 
5 
19 New Life of Abraham. Charles Bradlaugh. 5 
20 New Life of Moses. Charles Bradlaugh .... 5 
21 A Secular Prayer. Holyoake. Per Guz..... 10 


On orders for Iron-Clad and Manna we will send 
$1.10 worth for $1; $2.50 worth for $2; $5 worth 
for $3, and $10 worth for $5. 


$1.50 will now buy a relishle AMERI: 
OAN WATCH in strongGOLD PLATED 
Dust Proof Case. Will not vary s min- 
utein 80 days; Is as durable as any watch 
made, FULLY 


GUARANTEED. 
thas AMERICAN pateni lever MOVEMENT, 
À Patent Escapement and Regulator, Lantern Pinlon. 
|| 240 beata to minute; No key required to wind and 
set; weight 4 07.; exactly like cut; Post-paid for $1.50, 


ROBERT H. INGERSOLL & BRO., © 
_ 65 CORTLANDT ST., NEW YORK CITY, 


The Freethinker’s Badge-pin 
pa : 


D 
THE TRUTH SEEKER 
ONE YEAR, 


Will be sent for $4.50. The 
2.75 Pin and THE TRUTH 
EEKER one year for $5. 


Ingersoll Souvenir Spoon 


AND 
THE TRUTH SEEKER 


ONE YEAR, 
Will be sent for $4.75. Sugar Spoons and TRUTH 
SEEKER, $5. Either kind (Tea or Sugar) Spoon 
gilt bowl, 50c. more, 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


The Clergyman’s Victims, 


A LIBERAL SIORY, 
By Mrs. E. J. BAIL. Price, 25 cents 


7 


Christianity a Fiction. . 


By DR. J. H. MENDENHALL. 
THE 


Astronomical and Astrologic- 
al Origin of all Religions. 


Explanatory notes compiled and arranged by 
the late Jonathan M. Roberts. Price,50 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Creed of Christendom. 


Its Foundatlon Contrasted with Its Superstructure, 
By W. R. GREG. 
Complete ™ 1 wal.. tama. NN.. £1.50. 


THE 


“(to Wettstein” WATCH. 


Perfected, new model, 16 jewels. full adjusted 
to heat, cold, and position. beautitul double sunk 
dial, and all modern improvements; guaranteed 
a perfect timer. Price, in silverine dust-proof 
cages, $17; 4-ounce coin silver, $28. In best filled 
gold case, open-face, dust-proot, $26; hinged 
case, $28 bo $80; hunting, #80 to #35; 14 carat, 
solid gold, 845 to #150. Nickel works, $2 more. 

Regular Grade American Watches.— 
Silverine cage, 7 jewels, $6; 11 jewels, $7.50; 15 
jewels, $9; aitto, adjusted, $11; ditto, 17 jewels, 
$15. Ln finer cases, add us above. 

Lauie.? American Gola Watches.—All 
latest styles. in plush cases; best filed, 7 jewels 
$14; 11 Jewels, 815.60; 15 jewels, #20; 14 carat solid 
gold, $10 more. Heavier, more elaborate, and 

iamond-set cases, from $5 to $100 more. 

_ All watches sent with written guarantee. kept 
in order 1 year, and after that time cleaned for $1 
and returned free. i 

Suudries. Lower grade nickel watches, $5. 
$4, and 8. Best spec.acles, $1; best razor, $2; 
best triple-plated teaspoons, $1.80; table spoons, 
$3.60; knives, 81.75; forks, $1.75; all for sets of 6. 
Solid silver spoons, $).50 per ounce; solid silver 
souvenir rpoons, $1, $1. 5, $1.50, Bz to $8. 

‘Tae Colonel Ing ersoll.—Tea, 42.503 orange, 
$2.75; sugar, $3; gilt bowls, 50 cents more. 
Etched (teas only): 

“the Lime to be Happy is Now,” 
50 cents extra. 

The ‘orch of Reason Badge, solid gold 
enameled in 5 colors, small pins, $2, $2.75, an 

3.50. With diamonds, 86, $8. Large, $3, 84, $15. 
Sharms, $5, $6, $7.50, $ 0, 815, 820, +30. ý 

Diamonds, 20 per cent. below market price. 
Send tor price lists. cards in colors and goid of 
badge, tracts, etc., free. Ail goods prepaid (ex- 
cept knives and forks) and cash refunded at op- 
tion. Watch cle:ned $1, anô returned free. 

TTO WETTSTEIN. Rochelle, Ll. 
ao “Ingersoll” free with every $20 
order. 


NOTED SPECIALIST, 
For Men Only, 


Js a physician of a wide and extensive practice, 
and his remedies are of the best. The Doctor 
treats all those peculiar diseases of young and 
middle-aged men, as the result of youthful errors 
and excesses, causing Harly Decay, Loss of Man- 
hood, Wasting Discharges, ,Varicocele,, Mental 
and ag dae Debility, Idiocy, Insanity, and 
eath, 

‘Lo those afflicted and who are desirous of being 
cured & bonx!a$ vf some 33 pages will be sent to 
their adress for ten cents, sealed in & plain 
envelope, giving auses and Symptoms of the 
Complaint and a description of the Doctor’s im- 
portant medical discovers an Outward Applica- 
tion—a positive cure—the only remedy of the 
kind in existence—with evidences of success. 

Address, DR. R, P. FELLOWS, 
Vineland, N. 3., 
And say you saw this advertisement in THE ` 
TRUTH SEEKER. PA 
Dr. Fellows is aņp'Infidel, 
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DID THEY CARRY THEM AWAY THIS WAY? 


And Judah was carried away captiv from his own land.—Jere. lii, 27. 


“A Digest of Science.” 


THE DYNAMIC. THEORY OF LIFE AND MIND: 


Anattempt to show that all Organic Beings are both Con- 
structed and Operated by the Dynamic Agencies 
of their respective Environments. 


By JAMES B. ALEXANDER. 


Over 400 illustrations, 87 chapters, 1,067 pages, and a 3-column index of 11 pages. 
Price, express prepaid by us, only $2.75. 


This work endeavors to embrace the field covered by thousands of books, such as those of the 
* Humboldt Library of Science,” the “ International Scientific Series,” etc., by bringing together, in 
simple and direct form, with proper correspondence between them, all of the known factors con- 
tributing toward the origin and evolution of organic beings. 


Do you wish to be well informedf THEN BEAD A CHAPTER OB VERSE DAILY FROM THIS BIBLE OF 


SCIENCE! 
It is entertaining as well as enlightening, and will lead you to “ worth-ship” (worship) nature 
—1. e., appreciate the worth of the Universal Mother. 


You must own this book some day: why not NOW? 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


SABBATH - BREAKING. 


Origin of the Sabbatie Idea— 
The Jewish Sabbath—The 
Christian Scriptures and the 
Sabbath-—-Eixamination of 
Sunday Arguments - Origin 
ot the Chvistian Sabbath— 
Testimony of the Christian 
Fathers-—The Sabbath dur- 
ing the Middle Ages—The 
Puritan Sabbath—Testimony 
of Christian Reformers, 
Scholars, and Divines—Abro- 
gation of Sunday Laws. 


BY- 
JOHN E. REMSBURG. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette place, New York. 


is Controversy Dangerous? 


By W. F. JAMIESON. 


This little book goes down to the Very bed- 
rock of human liberty. 


rice, 25 Cents. 


OPREG SUVORYS 


The Sunday Question. 


A HISTORICAL AND CRITICAL REVIEW. 
WITH REPLIES TO AN OBJECTOR. 
By GEORGE W. BROWN, M.D. 


Price, - = =- - ~ 25 cents 


THOMAS PAINE; 
WAS HE JUNIUS? 


By W. H. BURR. 


Price, | - - - - 25 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Essay on Miracles. 


Second edition, enlarged i; 32 Pages; with the ` By DAVID HUME, 
ine. ; 
vest onéravdress THE TRUTH SEEKER. Pen E 


RELIGION NOT HISTORY. 


Examination of the Morals and History 
of the New Testament. 
By Pror. F. W. NEWMAN., Price 2% sents. 


THE SABBATH 
i SÄ i 
By M. FARRINGTON, 

4 Thorough Examination and Ref- 
utation of the Claims of the 
Sabbatariane. 


Paice, č -~ - - - > xO cents, 


VALUABLE ENGLISH 
PUBLICATIONS. 


The Student’s Darwin. By Edward B. 
Aveling, D. Sc., Fellow of University College, 
London. The purpose of this book is to tell 
something of Darwin’s work to those who have 
neither the time nor the opportunity to investi- 
gate it fully for themselves. 1. The Naturalist’s 


Around the World. 2 Geological 
Works, 3. Botanical Works. 4. Zoological 
Works. 5. Works on Evolution. With a 


copious index. Price, $2. 


Spiritualism Sustained, 


FIVE LECTURES. 
Br John R. Kelso, A.M- 
12mo, cloth, $1.00. 


Priestly Celibacy Exposed, 


By Rev. G. T. Fox, M.A. 
Address this office. 


MEDICAL. 


lf yon need a medicine pay attention to some“ 
hing which will cure you. It is known as 


The Water of Life, 


and is adapted to curing, more especially, all 
forms of Stomach, Liver. Kidney, and Bladder 
troubles. By injecting this water it will heal all 
sorts of inflammations of the internal organs,such 
cases a8 Piles, Typhoid and other fevers Bowel 
diseases, Uterina and other forms of Female 
Complaints. Itis a Blood Purifier, and is an ex- 
cellent remedy for Catarrh and Lung and Throat 
inflammations. It will heal the nerves, restoring 
lost vigor of mind and body, creating a goo 
appetite aud producing sound sleep. It acts 
steadily upon the urine, cleansing the blood by 
means of the kidneys, snd acts mildly upon the 
powels, thereby Producing bodily habits which 
are so essential to good health. This 


Water of Life 


is sold absolutely pure, as it is pumped from 
the spring, without the addition of any drug 
whatever. Itis Nature's Remedy, pure and sim- 
ple, and nota manufactured article. The uccess 
it has achieved has come mostly from its friends 
who hav been cured by usiug it. Send for a 
pamphlet free, containing photo-engraved let- 
ters and recommendations from those who have 
used it, giving a forty-page history and all par- 
ticulars about this remarkable water, to 


J. R. PERRY, Manager, 
34 South Main Street, Wilkesbarre, Pa. 


Prica 1h nanie 


6m1? 


.of the millionaire. 


N ews of tho Week. 


CHOLERA is prevailing extensivly in Rus- 
sia. At Naples, Italy, the deaths from it 
are thirty a day. 


Ir is now learned that the naval disagree- 
ment between France and England on the 
28th and 29th ult. nearly occasioned a war. 
Lord Roseberry said a few days ago: 
“We were nearer to a war with France a 
week ago to-day than at any time since 
Waterloo.” 


Pror. St. George Mrvart’s work, 
“ Happiness in Hell,” which originally 
appeared in the Nineteenth Century, and 
which provoked a lengthy controversy 
and a deluge of comment, has been 
placed by the Vatican in the Index Ex- 
purgatorius. 


Jonn Finn, of St. Louis, on the 8th at- 
tempted to murder his four young chil- 
dren and himself, using a flatiron, a razor 
and ascissors, All were badly injured and 
some will die. At the hospital Finn said: 
“ I thought if I could only kill myself we 
could go right straight to heaven.” 


MONSIGNOR Satouut, the papal delegate 
to the United States, has just made a tour 
of the country. He was everywhere re- 
ceived with sumptuous demonstrations of 
reverence. <A’ great railroad president 
residing at St. Paul placed at his disposal 
his own private car, and provided for the 
free transportation of him and his party 
over the West. 


Srverat daily newspapers in New York 
are demanding that enough railroad trains 
be run Sundays to deliver their Sunday 
editions, despite the prohibitions of Sab- 
batarians. They will hav these trains, 
they say, notwithstanding they foresee 
that their ‘‘request for proper mail 
facilities on Sunday will be resented by 
the Sabbatarians, who want the whole 
world to observe the first day of the week 
in their particular way.” 


Ex-Coneresgman Horr, of Michigan, 
spoke at the national services in the Audi- 
torium at Asbury Park, N. J., on Sunday, 
the 6th. He attacked Darwin, declaring 
that that scientist hit widé of the mark in 
his theory on the evolution of man. Mr. 
Horr declared it his belief that at a 
not far distant time it would be demon- 
strated that the mind acts independently 
of the body, and when that time comes 
Darwin’s theories would be worthless. He 
further said that when God saw the neces- 
sity for the ape he created it, though not 
as the ancestor of the human race. A 
letter was read from ex-President Harrison 
expressing sympathy for the work being 
accomplished at the national services 
The ex-president’s name was received with 
demonstrations of approval.’ 


Incas says: ‘‘This day is balmy and 
sunshiny in comparison with the clouds 
and storms just ahead of us. The ultimate 
result will be redistribution of the assets 
of the country. The millionaire of to-day 
will occupy the pauper hut, and the paup r 
in the near future will ride in the chariot 
The devastation of the 
yellow fever in the South was not near so 
disastrous as the situation in Colorado 
produced by the closing of the mines. 
Thousands of people are walking the 
streets of Denver. Like the lowly Naza- 
rene, foxes hav holes and birds of the air 
hav nests, but the Colorado tramp hath 
not where to lay his head, On every 
street corner in Denver goes up the 
piteous cry for bread. In Wall street 
the piteous cry goes up for gold, When 
these two panicky conditions come to- 
gether in the great Mississippi valley, 


| chaos and anarchy will follow.” 


Ar the Christian Alliance camp-meeting 
at Old Orchard, Me., nearly two hundred 
persons personally testified to having been 
cured by faith, and twice as many more 
stood up at the close of the meeting when. 
their leader, Dr. Simpson, asked all in the 
audience who had been healed by divine 
power to arise. Mrs. J. O. Thompson, of 
Portland, has been cured of a tumor, and 
Miss Jennie M. Benwick, of the same 
city, had seven teeth extracted without 
suffering pain. Mrs. F. C. Clark, of 
Tyngsboro, Mass., who suffered paralysis 
of the optic nerve, which nearly robbed 
her of her eyesight, was led to the camp- 
ground, became anointed, and her sight 
was restored. Mrs. M. J, Clark, of New 
York, gave testimony that a few years ago 
she fell in a church door and broke her 
wrist. Neither medicin nor bandage was 
applied, but the Lord united the broken 
bones. Another New York lady said she 
was thrown from a carriage not long ago 
and her right ankle was dislocated. The 
Lord set the dislocated bone. The Rev. 
A. S. Orne, of Haverhill, Mass., said that 
for seven years he had employed no physi- 
cian in his family. In that time one child 
had been cured of the croup and another 
of pneumonia without the use of medicin. 
An infant had died, but Mr. Orne declared 
that its death was due to a broken heart, 
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Darwin and After Darwin. Old Testament Stories 


An Exposition of the Darwinian Theory. 


B cs Comically Illustrated. 


the Darwinism of Darwin, and intended to be of 

service to the general reader rather than to pro- 

fessed naturalists. 

g Mr Romaneg is voll Khon as one of ae most 

interesting of English writers upon evolution, 

besides ranking with Professor Huxley in scien- I T W ILL 
tific knowledge and ability. And this is a part of 

his conclusion rogarding the great subject of 

Design, to which the church so often refers: 

ti e us whether ve look to the facte of edapis- . . 
ion or to those of beauty, everywhere through- 

out organic nature we meet with abundant 

evidence of natural causation, while nowhere do MA K E y: OU 
we meet with any independent evidence of 

supernatural design. .. - .. „Adaptation and 

beauty are alike receiving their explanation at 

the hands of a purely mechanical philosophy. . . 

All nature has thus been transformed before the 

view of the present generation in a manner and LA Uy G H ê 
to an extent that has never before been possible: 


IT WILL 
CORNER 
THE 


and ingsmuch as the chango which has taken 

ace has taken plave in the direction of natural- a . 

fom, and this to the extent of rendering the ‘ ‘ i, 2 P AR SON. . 
mechanical interpretation of nature universal, it š d 


is no wonder if the religious mind has suddenly ` By WATSON H ESTON 
EF A AE EE TENE AE ELEN MBEE SELL, 


awakened to a new, and a terrible force in the 
words of its traditional enemy—W here is. now 


thy God?” 
Illustrated. Price, cloth, $2 The Stories Humorously Told—And Hard Facts Full~Page 
merenAddress, ‘THE TRUTH SEEKER. Given Concerning the Origin and Authenticity of the 40 0 Pages. 2 0 0 ei 


Old Testament—A Page of Text to Each Picture. 


PR OF. -F ELIX L. OSW ALD. Jacob and Esau, : Jephthah and His Human Sacrifice. 


Sustaining a Theory, 


The Bible of Natnre: A Contribution Some Giants, Joseph the Man of Dreams, Samson the Strong, 
mic. the Reli ion of the Eutgre. Cloth, 8&1. | | The Adventures and Work of Noah, Holy Moses, Ruth and Boaz, 
he: Secret of -the East; or; The Origin A Hunting Anecdote, Balaam the Diviner, Unstable as Water, God Shall Not Excel, 
of its Rise and Decline.” oth, 1. eee Abraham, Christ’s Great Ancestor, Bloody Joshua, David, God's Favorite, . 
Physical Edneation; or, The Health-Laws A Queer Family, The Campaign of Deborah and Barak Some Stories from the Book of Kings, 
of Nature. Cloth, $1. Isaac and His “Sister,” Against Jabin and Sisera, Adventures of the Prophets, 
Honsehold Remedies for the Prevalent One of Twins General Gideon, Jonah the Truthful Sailor. 
Disorders of the Human Organiem. Cloth, $1. 
Zoological Sketches: A Contribution to Boards, illuminated covers, $1; cloth, gilt side stamp, $1.50. 
the Outdoor pindy of Natural History. Illus- : 
inated by Haber, Oleh th cree, - Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 0Ọ; 
28 Lafayette place. New York. $ s, 
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New Publications. | - New Publications. 


RELICION A CURSE, 
= RELIGION A DISEASE, 
RELIGION A LIE. 


By Samuel P. Putnam. 


Dedicated to the American Congress, of 1892, which ror the sake of Religion, Stabvea Liberty 
to the Heart. 


A work burning with indignation inspired by the Congressional act closing the World’s Fair 
on Sunday—an act which practically united the government and the Christian church. 


To which is added Mr. Putnam’s address delivered before the Columbian 
Exposition Committee of the House of Representatives against Sunday closing. 


Also the following Essays and Poems by Mr. Putnaw, which have never before been put in 
book form: Orthodoxy; Freethought; Man, Not God (written fora Paine anniversary); The Statue 
of Liberty and Thomas Paine; a poem written for the opening exercises of the Silverton, Ore., Free- 
thought Hall; Death and Life; The Golden Age; Shut the Door (a poem on the closing of the 
Centennial Exposition in Philadelphia, in 1876). 

_ The main essayin this work is one of the strongest arraignments ever made of the religion 
which cramps and fetters the minds of the people of this country. It should be distributed widely. 
It has been commended in the highest terms as it appeared in Taz TRUTH SEEKER and we hope every 
reader will buy a copy to lend his neighbor and arouse thought. 


Price 2% cents; Five copies for $1. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Latayette Place, New York City. 


DESIGN ARGUMENT FALLACIES, 


A Refutation of the Argument That Nature Exhibits 
Marks of Having Been Designed by 
an Intelligent Being. 


Address 


SYNOPSIS: 


L The Design Argument Vitiates Itself By Necessitating an Infinite Series of Designers. 
II. If There Were a Designer He Could Not Be Beneficent. 
III. If There Were One He Could Not Be Wise, for 
His Processes Are E regiously Slow, 
They Are Egregiously Wastetul, 
They Often Serve No Use, 
_ They Have Produced Faulty Mechanisms. es 
IV. What Is Called Design Is Only Subserviency; and the Watch Argument Is Illegitimate. 
V. What Actually Did Cause So-Called Design. ; ’ 
VI. Astronomy and Design. 
VIL. The Argument of a First Cause. 


Embracing a Succinct Exposition of Evolution and a Sketch of Astronomy. 


BY THE EDITOR OF THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


AMANNA 


THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 28 Lafayette Place, N. Y. 


Priee 15 cents. Address , 


Remsburg’s Book on Lincoln Now Readv. 


ABRAHAM 
LINCOLN: 


È WAS HE A CHRISTIAN? 


By John E. Remsburg. 


One of the most noted controversies of the century has been waged over the question of 
Abraham Lincoln’s religious belief. Soon after the remains of America’s most illustrious son were 
laid to rest at Springfield, one of his biographers, Dr. Holland, put forward the claim that he was a 
Christian. The claim was Promptly denied by the dead statesman’s friends, but only to be renewed 
again, and again denied. d thus for a quarter of a century the question of Lincoln’s belief has 
been tossed like a battledore from side to side. . 

For fifteen years Mr, Remsburg has been collecting material for his work. He presents an 
array of testimony that is irresistible and overwhelming, and which must put this question at rest 
forever, In addition to the testimony of twenty witnesses who claim that Lincoln was a Christian, 
and which is reviewed and refuted, he adduces the testimony of more than a hundred witnesses in 
proof of the claim that Lincoln was not a Christian. These witnesses include his wife and other 
relatives; his three law partners; his private secretaries; members of his cabinet; his principal 
biographers, and scores of his most intimate friends. 


NOTED WITNESSES. 


Hon. W. H. Herndon, Col. Ward H. Lamon, Hon. John T. Stuart, Col. James H. Matheny, Col. 
John G. Nicolay, Judge David Davis, Col Jesse W. Fell, Hon. Leonard Swett, Dr. William Jayne, 
Judge Stephen T. Logan, Joshua F. Speed. Hon. Jesse K. Dubois, Hon. Joseph Gillespie, Dr. C. H. 
Ray, Col. F. 8. Rutherford, Judge Robert Leachman. Col. R. G. Ingersoll, Leonard W. Volk, Joseph 
Jefferson, Hon. £. B. Washburne, Hon. E. Haines, Hon. James tle, Hon. M. B. Fietd, Hon. 
Geo. W. Julian, Hon. John B. Alley, Hon. Hugh McCulloch, Gen. M M. Trumbull, Rev. David 
Swing. Rey. Robert Collyer, Judge Jesse W. Weik, Hon. J. P. Usher, Hon. Geo. 8. Boutwell, Hon. 
Wm. D. Kelley, Salmon P. Chase, Wm, H. Seward, Hon. John Covode, Hon. A.J. Grover, Hon. W. H. 
T. Wakefield, Gen. D. W. Wilder, Judge Aaron Goodrich, Jndge James M. Nelson, Rev. Edward 
E gleston, Rev. J ohn W. Chadwick, Donn Piatt, H. K. Magie, Dennis F. Hanks, Mrs. Sarah Lincoln, 

rs. Ma: incoln. 
_The foregoing and sixty other reputable witnesses testify that the greatest man born on this 
continent was a Freethinker. 


Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


MY RELIGIOUS EXPE- 
| RIENCE, 


Being the story of his religious life and mental 
journeyings. ritten in his happiest and most 
sunt Bey and is ane fete of all his splendid 
WOrgs. C8. cents. 988 
1O. THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


COSMIAN HYMN-BOC K 


—0— 
A COLLECTION OF 


ORIGINAL AND SELECTED HYMNS 


Liberal and Bthical Societies, 
for Schools and 
tho Hore. 
—With Music Written to All the Songs.— 


COMPILED BY L. K. WASHBURN. 
Price, $1:50, For sale at THIS OFFICE. 


By S. P. Putnam, 


New Publications. | New Publications. 


| PEN PICTURES OF TRE WORLD'S FAIR, 


By SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 


A Full Description of the Fair, Invaluable as a Guide-Book and still more Inval- 

usable to those who cannot attend. It tells WHAT TO SEE and WHERE TO SEE IT; 

ives rates of admission to the various attractions of the Fair and cost of living in 
Chisago, with other useful information to the visitor. 

It is, besides being a complete Guide-Book, the best description of the Fair yet 
given—poetic, beautiful, accurate. It describes the inauguration ceremonies, gives 
the director-general’s address, the efforts to close the Fair Sundays and the triumph 
of the Sunday-openers; describes the various buildings and what they contain, and is, 
all in all, the very best picture of the Fair that can be painted with a pen. 


ILLUSTRATED. 
A MAP OF JACKSON PARK, enabling the visitor to make his way around, 
and the stay-at-home to see where he went. 


A BIRD’S-EYE VIEW OF THE FAIR, enabling one to comprehend at a 
glance the magnitude of the Exposition, the greatest ever known to the present time. 


PICTURES OF ALL THE PRINCIPAL BUILDINGS: 


Woman’s Building. Art Palace. Fisheries Building. 

Administration Building. Manufactures and Liberal Agricultural Building. 

Electrical Building. Arts Building. Transportation Building. 

Machinery Hall. Mines and Mining Building, Horticultural Building. 
Forestry Building. 


A visitor to the Fair says of this book—reading it in Tam Trout SurxeR—that 
it is charming and to one who has seen the Fair vastly entertaining. 


Single copy, 25 cents. Five copies for $1. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


A New Book by Helen H. Gardener. 


FACTS AND FICTIONS OF LIFE. 


CONTENTS. 


Sex in Brain. 
Heredity in Its Relations to a Double Standard of 
Morals. 


Preface. | De 
The Fictions of Fiction. 
A Day in Court. . É , 
Thrown in With the City’s Dead. Divorce and the Proposed National Law. 
An Irrespopsibtoe Educated Class. . Lawsuit or Legacy. 

The Moral Responsibility of Woman in Heredity. | Common Sense in Surgery. 

Woman a3 an Annex. 


At the Woman’s Congress at Chicago Helen Gardener delivered as an address one of the chap- 
ters of this book. The Chicago Times said of it and her: “ But the last address, dealing with the 
most delicate of the problems of reform, clear, unhesitant, modest, but uncompromising, was lis- 
tened to with breathless interest by the audience. It was ‘Heredity in Its Relation to a Double 
Standard of Morals,’ and it was delivered by the one woman of all others best qualified to speak 
upon that subject—Helen Gardener. Petite, graceful, eloquent with the burden of her thought, 
Miss Gardener enchained every auditor, and when she had finished received a perfect ovation, which 
her courage and devotion had so worthily won. The evening session was highly intere ting, but 
that of the morning will be set down on the tablet of the memory of those present as one of the dis- 
tinctivly greai features of the week’s congress.” 
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EVERY Woman Ought to Read It. Every LIBERAL Woman 
and Man Will Want It. 


WOMAN, CHURCH, AND STATE. 


By Matilda Joslyn Gage. 


This is Mrs. Gage’s latest and crowning work. It is THE book to show how 
the church has enslaved woman and kept and keeps her in an inferior position. A 
glance at its contents will show this: 


The first chapter—the Matriarchate—shows that under the old civilizations woman had great 
freedom, but that the tendency of Christianity from the first was to restrict her liberty. In this 
chapter Mrs. Gage claims that to the Matriarchate—or Mother-rule—the world is indebted for its 
first conception. of inherent rights. Í r g ; 

Chapter II deals with the theological dogmas, of original sin and celibacy. Woman, by the 
church, was not regarded as a human being; marriage was looked upon as vile; wives were sold 
as slaves; women driven to suicide; the influence of the church was unfavorable to virtue. The 
celibacy of the clergy prođuced degrading sensuality, and woman was the victim of these brutes. 

Chapter III is on The Canon Law, showing how the church controled woman by making the 
legitimacy of marriage depend upon its own control of the ceremony. Ancient civilization gave 
place to Christian barbarism, the clergy became a distinct body—at once &** holy” and an unholy 
caste. Learning was prohibited to women, husbands prohibited from leaving them more than one- 
third of their property; daughters couid be disinherited, sons could not. The Reformation effected 
no change. k 3 y ; g 

Chapter IV—Marquette—is on Feudalism and its degradation of women, the rights of “lords 
spiritual,” the immorality of the heads of the church, baptism of nude women in the early Christian 
church. It also deals with some of the later-day abuses of females, like our Northwestern pineries, 
the English debaucheries, governmental crime-makers, ete., == . 

Chapter V—Witchcraft. In the days cf this phase of religious insanity Mrs. Gage shows how the 
possession of even a little learning was sufficient cause to suspect a woman of witchcraft, that to keep 
a pet wag dangerous, so rabid were the clerry not. to suffer « witch t> liv. This perse ution for 
witchcraft was a continuance of the church’s policy for obtaining un'versal dominion over mankind. 
Women physicians of the Middle Ages were persecuted, and the “ Pilgrim Fathers ” continued it in 
America. The first synod convened in America was to try a woman for heresy, and others were | 
stripped and whipped for not agreeing with the clergy. | 7 

The chapter on * Wives” shows how the disruption of the Roman empire was unfavorable to the 
personal and proprietary rights of woman—that the sale of daughters was practiced in England 
seven hundred years after it was Christianized—that the practice of buying wives was regulated by 
law—that women were not permitted to read the Bible—that they were not admitted as witnesses— 
that civil marriage 3s opposed by the church. . ae . 

In Chapter VII is shown how polygamy was, sustained by the Christian church, thas the first 
synod of the Keformation convened to sanction this institution, that Luther and the other * prin- 
cipal reformers” favored it, as we)l as the American Board of Foreign Missions. The Mormon the- 
ocracy is shown to be similar to that of other Christian sects. | ; g g 

In the last three chapters Mrs. Gage treats of the opposition of the church to the amelioration 
of woman’s sufferings as interferenca with, her *' curse,’ of woman’s degradation by the church to 
labors unfit for slaves, of woman’s “ inferiority,” as taught by the church to-day, and of how little 
value Christianity has been and is to civilization. 


The work is a burning protest against the tremendous wrong done woman by 
the church, which controled the state. Itis also extremely valuable as history. No 
woman, it seems to us, can read it and remain a supporter of the religious institution 
which has crushed her individuality, her mentality, and degraded her person. 'To the 
woman’s cause it opens an Age of Reason. It ought to be widely read for the good it 
will do. 
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Witcheraft in America. 


Some persons are not greatly horrified by Chris- 
tianity’s persecutions of so-called witches, because 
they look on them as distant. These persons may 
be brought to a proper realization of those atroci 
ties by learning that they were also committed here 
on our own soil, at a time scarcely anterior to that 
of our grandparents. They will be helped to a re- 
alization of them, too, by reading an account of 
them in detail. Accordingly we hav been describ- 
. ing the witchcraft persecutions in America. The 
trial in Salem, Mass., was the theme in which we 
paused in our last issue. 

In this trial, Sarah Osborn was the next who was 
given an examination, which ran in part thus: 


‘¢ What evil spirit hav you familiarity with?—None. 

“Hay you made no contract with the Devil?—No: I 
never saw the devil in my life. 

t Sarah Good saith that it was you that hurt the chil- 
dren?—I do not know that the devil goeth about in my 
likeness to do any hurt. 

“She . . either saw, or dreamed that she saw, a 
thing like an Indian all black, which did pinch her in her 
neck, and pulled her by the back part of hér head to the 
door of her house.” 

Other passages of the examination of this person, 
too ‘long to be given here, illustrate, says the his- 
torian Upham, “the unfairness practiced by the ex- 
amining magistrate. He took for granted, as we 
shall find to‘hav been the case in all instances, the 
guilt of the prisoner, and endeavored to entangle 
her by leading questions, thus involving her in con- 
tradiction.” 

The third person examined was Tituba, a 
negress who in her former home, the West Indies, 
had become saturated with the wild superstitions 
which there fill the air. She confessed complicity 
with the devil. She also implicated the two women 
examined just previously, and on the word of this 


degraded and silly creature the white women were. 


believed guilty and conveyed to jail. On the way 
thither Sarah Good “leaped off her horse three 
times ” and “railed against the magistrates and en- 
deavored to kill herself.” l 
Next Martha Corey, a pious matron who had ex- 
pressed dissent from the prevailing witchcraft no- 
tion, on account of that view fell under suspicion. 
The Christians of Salem were as forward to impute 
evil to whomsoever doubted their dogmas as we all 
find them around us nowadays. And also, in the 


words of the historian: “As she was a woman of 
notable piety, a professor of religion, and a mem- 
ber of the church, it was evident that her case, if 
she were proceeded against, would still more 
highten the panic, and convulse the public mind. 
It would giv ground for an idea which the managers 
of the affair desired to ciréulate, that the devil had 
sueceeded in making inroads into the very heart of 
the church, and was bringing into confederacy with 
him aged and eminent church-members, who, under 
color of their profession, threatened to extend his 
influence to the overthrow of all religion.” On the 
name of Martha Corey being buzzed about by the 
tongue of suspicion till it reached the ears of the 
affected children, these persons declared her one of 
their tormentors. Citizens repairing to her house 
to examin her were received with the pleasant 
smiles of an enlightened and courteous lady, and 
the words, “I know what you are come for; you are 
come to talk with me about being a witch, but I am 
none; I cannot help people’s talking about me.” 
The lady in the discourse that followed declared 
that “she did not think there were any witches.” 
But upon her being fetched to the house of the 
children their tortures at once became exacerbated, 
and she was subjected to a more formal examina- 
tion at the meeting-house. Part of this inquiry 
runs: 

‘Who is your God?—The God that made me. 

‘What is his name?—Jehovah. 

“Do you know any other name?—God Almighty. 

“Doth he tell you, that you pray to, that he is God 
Almighty?—Who do I worship but the God that made 
me? 


“ How many Gods are there?—One. 
“How many persons?—Three.” 


In the midst of the questions, pressed with un- 
fairness and uncharitable suspicion, the poor lady 
exclaimed, “Ye are all against me, and I cannot 
help it.” 
to see how the pride of the magistrates was touched, 
and their wrath kindled, by what she was reported 
to hav said, ‘that the magistrates’ and ministers’ 
eyes were blinded, and that she would open them.’” 
Her husband, Giles Corey, a firm believer in witch- 
craft, called to testify against her could not say 
anything very positiv, but related two physical 
affections which had seized his ox and cat. On 
this Upham remarks: “It illustrates the state of 
the imagination prevailing among those who were 
carried away by the delusion. If an ox had a 
sprained muscle, or a cat a fit of indigestion, it was 
thought to be the work of an evil hand.” 

Rebecca Nurse, a matron of the highest char- 
acter, was next accused. At her examination Mrs. 
Putnam went into a fit of what may be called in- 
sanity, which lasted many days. It was found that 
her fiercest convulsions could be allayed by the 
reading of a chapter of Revelation by Rev. Mr. 
Lawson. The next Sunday this preacher delivered 
a sermon suited to the dread crisis in which the 
neighborhood found itself. The text was Zech. iii, 
2: «And the Lord said unto Satan, ‘The Lord re- 
buke thee, O Satan.” By statements from the 
Bible he confirmed-the already amply believed doc- 
trin of witchcraft, and distressfully exhorted to 
work against Satan, after this style: 

‘Satan exerts his malice mediately by employing some 
of mankind and other creatures. Thus he used the ser- 
pent in the first temptation (Gen. iii, 1). He 
would deceive the very elect (Matt. xxiv, 24). . .. 
The Lord doth terrible things amongst us, by lengthen- 
ing the chain of the roaring lion in an extraordinary 
manner, so that the Devil is come down in great wrath 
(Rev. xii, 12). Be sober, be vigilant; because 
your adversary the Devil goes about as a roaring lion, 
seeking whom amongst you he may distress, delude, and 
devour (1 Pet. v, 8). . . . Beye very desolate, saith 
the Lord (Jer, ii, 12). , , , ABM, ABM, ARM] , . . 


Upham remarks: “It is almost amusing | - 


Approve yourselvs a terror of and punishment to evil- 
doers (1 Pet. ii, 14). The Lord Jesus suffered 
not the devils to speak, because they knew him (Mark 
i, 34).” 

This sermon answered its end. It reinforced 
the powers that had begun their work. It spread 
out the whole doctrin of witchcraft in a method- 
ical, elaborate, and most impressiv form. It jus- 
tified and commended everything that had been 
done, and everything that remained to be done 
Under the supervision of a council of the most 
eminent divines of that and the neighboring towns, 
it was printed and scattered broadcast. Fan- 
tastic affections and illusions became numer- 
ous beyond our means of presentation in these 
pages. Accusations followed in so great num- 
ber that our readers must be content to forego 
their details, and conceive of them by means of the 
sample cases already given. In April, 1692, by a 
council of the colonial government the affair was 
changed from a Salem one to one involving the 
whole colony of Massachusetts. The same incon- 
siderate haste to believe, and the same resentment 
toward whomsoever suggested doubt, that marked 
the cases already related, and that we find ex- 
hibited toward us by Christians daily, continued. 
The trial of Rebecca Nurse, for instance, was of 
such a character as to draw this remark from 
Upham: “There is no more disgraceful record in 
the judicial annals of the country than that which 
relates the trial of this excellent woman.” 

Executions now appear. Of their horrors one 
may judge from Upham’s description of one, that 
of Rebecca Nurse: “In her old age, experiencing 
a full share of all the delicate infirmities which the 
instincts of humanity require to be treated with 
careful and reverent tenderness, she was ruthlessly 
snatched from the bosom of a loving family, 
from the side of the devoted companion of 
her long life, from a home that was endeared by 
every grateful association and comfort; immured 
in the most wretched and crowded jails; kept 
loaded with irons and bound with cords for months ; 
insulted and maligned at the preliminary examina- 
tions; outraged in her person by rough and unfeel- 
ing handling and scrutiny; and in her rights, by 
the most flagrant and detestable judicial oppres- 
sion; carried to the meeting-house to receive the 
sentence of excommunication in a manner devised 
to harrow her most sacred sentiments; and finally 
carted through the streets by a route every foot of 
which must hav been distressing to her infirm and 
enfeebled frame; made to ascend a rough and 
rocky path to the place of execution, and there con- 
signed to the hangman.” 

The number of persons executed was twenty- 
seven. Those imprisoned numbered vastly more, 
and those who fled the country abandoning their 
possessions more yet. Giles Corey was pressed to 
death. Because of his refusal to plead guilty or 
not guilty, he was sentenced to be laid on his back 
on the dungeon floor, naked for the most part, 
with a board laid on him and weights piled on it 
sufficient to crush him gradually to death; no sus- 
tenance to be given him but on the first day three 
morsels of very poor bread, and on the second day 
three draughts of standing water, the nearest to be 
found by his prison door, this ministration to be 
repeated till he died. As his end approached, and 
his body yielded to the pressure, his tongue pro- 
truded from his mouth, and an official forced it back 
with his cane. This official is said by tradition to 
hav been the pious Parris. Giles Corey was eighty _ 
years old. . 

The historian Upham, in the concluding and 


revigwing sentences of his work, while proclaiming 
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belief in Christianity, deplores the doctrin of witch- | The President Thinks That Public Officers 


craft. He says: 

“In the terrible consequences that resulted from the 
mischievous, and perhaps at the outset merely sportiv, 
proceedings of the children in Mr. Parris’s family, we 
hav a striking illustration of the principle that no one can 
foretell, with respect either to himself or others, the ex- 
tent of the suffering and injury that may be occasioned 
by the least departure from truth, or from the practice of 
deception.” 

Let, then, the full evil be seen of that volume, 
the Bible, which is one monstrous departure from 
truth, and that profession, the clerical, which con- 
sists solely of the practice of deception. 

Another remark of Upham is: 

“It may be that the air is full of spiritual beings, 
hovering about us; but all experience shows that no 
benefit can be derived from seeking their intervention to 
share with us the duties or the burdens of our present 
probation. The mischiefs that hav flowed from the be- 
lief that they can operate upon human affairs, and from 
attempting to hav dealings with them, hav been il- 
lustrated in our narrativ. Enlightened reflection, com- 
mon sense, natural prudence, would seem to be sufficient 
to keep men from meddling at all with practices or coun- 
tenancing notions, from which all history proclaims that 
no good has ever come, but incalculable evil flowed. 

‘¢ For the conduct of life, while here in these bodies, 
we must confine our curiosity to fields of knowledge open 
to our natural and ordinary faculties, and embraced 
within the limits of the established Condition of things. 
Our fathers filled their fancies with the visionary images 
of ghosts, demons, apparitions, and all other supposed 
forms and shadows of the invisible world; lent their ears 
to marvelous stories of communication with spirits; gave 
to supernatural tales of witchcraft and demonology a 
wondering credence, and allowed them to occupy their 
conversation, speculation, and reveries. They carried a 
belief of such things, and a proneness to indulge it, into 
their daily life, their literature, and the proceedings of 
tribunals, ecclesiastical and civil. The fearful results 
shrouded their annals in darkness and shame. Let those 
results forever stand Conspicuous, beacon-monuments 
warning us, and coming generations, against superstition 
in every form.” 

To this let us add, that besides casting from us 
the notions of a multitude of subordinate spirits as 
Mr. Upham counsels, we must also, and it is of 
much more importance that we do, throw off the 
conceptions of those two paramount spirits, God 
and Satan; and indeed until we do the latter we 
cannot do the former. 

We can do no better than conclude with another 
valuable thought from this historian of the Salem 
witchcraft. “One of the practical lessons,” he re- 
flects, “inculcated by the history that has now been 
related is, that no duty is more certain, none more 
important, than a free and fearless expression of 
opinion, by all persons, on all occasions. No wise 
or philosophic person would think of complaining 
of the diversities of sentiment it is likely to de- 
velop. Such diversities are the vital principle of 
free communities, and the only elements of popular 
intelligence. If the right to utter them is asserted 
by all and for all, tolerance is secured, and no in- 
convenience results. It is probable that there were 
many persons here in 1692 who doubted the pro- 
priety of the proceedings at their commencement, 
but who were afterward prevailed upon to fall into 
the current and swell the tide. If they had all dis- 
charged their duty to their country and their con- 
sciences by freely and boldly uttering their disap- 
probation and declaring their dissent, who can tell 


but that the whole tragedy might hav been pre- 


vented? and, if it might, the blood of the innocent 
may be said, in one sense, to be upon their heads.” 

We hav now, in occasional numbers of Tue 
Truru Seexer during the last twelve months, given 
a history of the superstition of witchcraft that will 
be found, by such of our readers as hav preserved 
their papers, more complete than any with which 
they hav before been provided. We hav recounted 
the pagan beginnings of scientific investigation of 
the phenomena of the air and of disease; the over- 
throw of. these investigations by the rise of the 
Christian church proclaiming that these two de- 
partments of weather and disease are controled by 
the devil and his agents; the elaboration of this 
doctrin, founded on scriptural texts, by each suc- 
ceeding age of churchmen from the early fathers 
to the Catholic popes and Protestant Reformers; the 
decline of the superstition under the influence of 
science; and the persecutions severally in the Con- 
tinent, in England, in Scotland, and in America. 


Should Enforce Church Mandates. 

We hav been waiting since last May to see what 
remarks our readers would offer on a certain utter- 
ance of President Cleveland, which we gave in our 
News column. On the 19th of that month a body 
of commissioners and visitors of the Presbyterian 
general assembly at Washington, D. C., was re- 
ceived by President and Mrs. Cleveland at the 
White House. The speaker of the delegation said, 
among other things: “Let me congratulate you 
upon the fact that sturdy Presbyterians hedge you 
round about, and that the sturdiest Presbyterian of 
us all [Mrs. Cleveland] is at your side, a holy ben- 
ediction to keep you straight to the faith of your 
ancestors.” He concluded with an invitation to 


visit the assembly. The reply of the president 


Was: 


“I assure you it affords me much personal gratifica- 
tion to meet on this occasion the representativs of that 
great religious denomination which has done so much to 
make our people better and happier, and which is asso- 
ciated with so many tender and pleasing incidents of my 
individual experience.” 


Here Mr. Cleveland says that it affords him much 
personal gratification to meet a bevy of parsons. 
It does not afford gratification to a man of thorough 
knowledge, and right feelings, to do so. Such a 
man knows from history that preachers are a class 
injurious to the happiness of mankind, and conse- 
quently their presence does not excite in him agree- 
able sentiments. Mr. Cleveland’s feelings may be 
right enough, but, we must regretfully say, we do 
not see how to avoid inferring that he is a person 


‘whose knowledge is not thorough. 


Mr. Cleveland says, too, that the Presbyterian 
denomination “has done so much to make our peo- 
ple better and happier.” 

When the Presbyterian denomination had its 
greatest power the people were not better and hap- 
pier but worse and unhappier. They hav bettered 
only as the dominion of Presbyterianism has grown 
less pervasiv and compelling. The chief magistrate 
of this nation ought not to be uninformed of this 
fact. 

The Presbyterian denomination, the president 
goes on to declare, “is associated with 
many tender and pleasing incidents in” his “indi- 
vidual experience.” This seems strange. In the 
case of a sound-headed man who has grown to be 
such out of a natural and healthy boyhood, religion 
is associated in the man’s memory with incidents 
not at all tender and pleasing. It is associated 
with memories of hateful stillness and inaction en- 
forced on the boy every seventh day; and of a 
highly unpleasant discovery gradually made by the 
man, that one of the most venerated institutions of 
the race is a fraud. 

The president next said: 

‘ Thè thought is also in my mind that, in the light of 
my public duties and responsibilities, there is a propriety 
in extending to you a welcome to this home of the nation’s 
chief executiv.” 

We differ flatly. We do not see what especial 
propriety there is in welcoming Presbyterian minis- 
ters to the home of the nation’s chief executiv. If 
there were such a propriety, it could spring from 
no other cause than that of the existence of some 
connection between church and state, some especial 
relation of ministers to the government of the peo- 
ple. But the purest American principles are hos- 
til to such a connection or relation. 

President Cleveland goes on to make clear his 
notions of the exceeding propriety of clergymen in- 
fluencing government: 

“ We still profess to be a Christian people. This 


means that no public officer of high or low degree should 
be unmindful of the restraints of religious sentiment.” 


We shall not Jay ourselvs open to a charge of 
exaggerating if we reckon among “the restraints 
of religious sentiment” in this land the restraint of 
labor on that day whereon God forbade work; the 
restraint of worship of other than the Christian 
God, in accordance with the command, “Thou 
shalt hav no other gods beside me;” the restraint 
upon scoffers at religion who would imperil the 
eternal happiness of our and our children’s souls, 
etc. These restraints hav ever characterized the 
course of religion; they hav risen in regard as it 


has risen in regard, and fallen into comparativ 
neglect as it has fallen. into comparativ neglect; 
and we believe that all will hold us justified 


in ranking them among the things meant as “the 


restraints of religious sentiment.” Now, of these 
things, Mr. Cleveland says, “no public officer of 
high or low degree should be unminaful.” If the 
officers are not to be unmindful of them they are 
to be mindful of them, and if they are to be mind- 
ful of them they are to enforce them; and so we 
hav President Cleveland declaring that all public 
officers should enforce the Mosaic Sabbath law, and 
suppress worship other than that of the Christian 
God, and punish speech against that God, and 
80 On. 

This officer proceeds: 

. “It means that the religious teaching of our people 
should lead them to exact from those who make and exe- 
cute their laws a recognition of these restraints. It 
means that the rules which a popular religious sense ap- 
proves should underlie the performance of every public 
duty; and it means that those who assume to be religious 
teachers in this land where the people rule are related in 
responsibility to those in public station. You therefore 
will, I hope, permit me to say that though you do well to 
insist on the conscientious discharge of official obliga- 
tions, and though you ought never to shrink from the ex- 
posure of official shortcomings, the contribution you owe 
toward accomplishing good government will not be fully 
made unless you teach the people by precept and example 
that they will find their safety and welfare in enforcing 
upon their public servants the observance of the man- 
dates of Christianity and morality.” , 

Each sentence of the above utterance might be 
commented on as those preceding were. But we 
will leave this task to our readers. The expressions 
are plain, and no difficulty stands in the way of un- 
derstanding just what they mean. The deliver- 
ance, indeed, is remarkably bold, even for a presi- 
dent of this canting land. Let the reader take, for 
instance, the last sentence. It affirms that the 
people should enforce on their public servants the 
observance of the mandates of Christianity. Now, 
let the reader pause and gather from the com- 
mands of the founder of Christianity as recorded in 
the New Testament, and from the decisions of 
church councils and the declarations of church 
creeds, just what those mandates of Christianity 
are; and then let him imagin the officers of the 
United States government being compelled by a 
preacher-led populace into observing these man- 
dates, and he will find himself in possession of a 
conception nothing less than astounding. 

We do not criticise the utterance of Mr. Cleve- 
land from any political bias. We are free from any 
such. We call Republican presidents as bad as 
Democratic. During the late Republican adminis- 
tration we directed upon the similar actions of the 
president and his postmaster-general remarks of 
equal disapprobation. We wish merely to hav the 
people know accurately how each publie officer 
stands, so that if by any rare chance they should 
ever be offered a choice between such a one and a 
candidate of sentiments more nearly secular and 
just, they may know which to choose. 

When, whe: will the chair of the chief magistrate 
of this nation be adorned and glorified by the occu- 
pancy of a Thomas Paine or a Robert Ingersoll? . 


Why Make the Clergy an Exception? 


A writer in a prominent English newspaper 
makes a good point. A woman was brought up ina 
London police court on a charge of having pretended 
to tell the future of certain persons from read- 
ing the lines of their hands. On this the corre- 
spondent of the Bradford Observer says: “It was 
a great humbug on her part, no doubt. I do not 
believe at all in fortune-tellers, whether they pre- 
tend to find knowledge in the stars, or in the 
bumps of one’s head, or in the lines of one’s hand, 
or in any other way. I will go a great deal further . 
than that. When a minister of religion pretends 
to tell me what will happen in the next world to 
myself or my friends, I feel quite sure that he can 
not be quite sure. But I don’t summon him in the 
police court for trying to impose on me. This is a 
very serious and solemn thing, and assuredly I do 
not want to make fun of it. But I should like to 
ask why the people who read the bumps of your 
head, or the palms of your hands, or the appear- 
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ance of your face, should be brought up at the po- 
‘lice court for fraud; whilst the man who speaks 
from a pulpit, and frightens money out of you in 
that way, by foretelling your future, goes free.” 

This is a way of looking at the matter which we 
commend to our friends. All the persons who 
make a living by telling one’s fortune, or reading 
distant events, by mysterious means and often with 
the aid of spiritual beings or communications, may 
properly be thrown in one class. It is not logical 
to make an exception of any one division of the 
persons possessing the above general character- 
istics. Now, looking at the matter in this way, how 
monstrous seems it that one species of these per- 
sons, the Christian clergy, should be exempted 
from the penalties enforced against the rest of the 
varieties. These clergymen cannot giv a shadow 
of proof that what they offer for sale as deliver- 
ances from a mystic world are more genuin than the 
similar wares of the astrologers, clairvoyants, and 
fortune-tellers of divers species whose arrest as 
swindlers is common, and under the law of this 
state may be procured by whomsoever wishes. 

The secret of this strange spectacle is, one of 
these frauds once in the past became so powerful as 
to compel the government to lend it its support 
and make common cause with it, just as a big 
financial or public-works fraud does now. 


Agents Wanted. 

We believe that not only can good be done but 
money made by any Liberal who will canvass for 
our book “Old Testament Stories Comically Illus- 
trated.” In fact we know one man who worked at 
it but a few hours weekly and sold nearly fifty 
copies in a month. The price is low; everybody 
knows the Old Testament stories, and nearly every- 
body would like a book applying nineteenth-cent- 
ury wit and knowledge to them. People like to 
laugh. Reverence for the Old Testament tales has 
largely disappeared and jokes at the expense of 
Jonah and Joseph and Esau and Samson and David, 
and the other worthies of unsavory reputation, are 
keenly appreciated. It seems to us that the book 
will sell at sight. It does here in the store. 
Liberals out of employment will find this a good 
way to make an honest dollar. 

Terms to agents sent upon application. 


es Eh ee 

We hav received a letter postmarked Hartford, 
Conn , containing renewal of subscription, but no 
name signed to the letter. If the sender will send 
his name it will giv us pleasure to make the proper 
credit. 


NE ee eee HEN 
In good condition, and with a fragrance all their 
own, a basket of Cape Jessamine buds were received 
here this week all the way from Houston, Texas, 
which goes several hundred miles at least to prove 
that Mr. M. V. Wright is correct in his claim that 
. he can send them in that shape to any state in the 
Union. Several young ladies who read Tue Truru 
Sruxer said the buds wére awfully nice. 


A scientific person once remarked that to get 
decent people into the world, reformers should 
begin with their grandmothers. There is a young 
man up at Dobbs Ferry—last name Brown, first un- 
known—who ought to be a pretty good fellow, for 
his grandmother is Mrs. R. Q. Ingersoll. He is 
about a month old, and his father already regards 
him as quite an orator. We hope some privileged 
kodak fiend will invade the house soon and giv us 
a picture of the colonel with both arms full of 
babes. 

‘At the many big religious camp-meetings held here- 
abouts and elsewhere this summer, some of which hav 
been described in the Sun, there hav been all the flush- 
ing fervor and overflowing rapture that there used to be 
at the camp-meetings held long ago in the times when 
Agnosticiam was far less obstreperous than it is now. 
The Agnostics hav not influenced the community nearly 
as much as some of them boast that they hav.” 


The Sun will find, if it investigates, that the 
flushing fervor and overflowing rapture proceed 
from people who do not read and never heard of 
Agnosticism. There are a few of such left in the 


country. Revivals hav no influence upon intelligent 
persons. The Agnostics hav influenced the com- 


munity to that extent, at least. 


man injunction suit as to closing the World’s Fair 


music or services of any kind were provided. A 
large part of the exhibits were veiled. The attend- 


these persons were seen little elsewhere than in 
the Plaisance. 
ceding week-days had been 128,695. Of all the 


hateful tyranny and perniciousness made by the 
Christian church in keeping the masses from 


markable book. Judged from a lawyer's. stand- 
point, as a defense of the charge that Abraham 
Lincoln was a Christian, it must rank with the most 


from the admirable disposition of the voluminous 


The judges who heard argument in the Cling-| court with a plea for Le Count’s release. He rep- 
resented that the prisoner was in great demand 
as a preacher at the Hast Camden camp-meeting of 
colored people. “Why should I release him?” 
queried the police justice. “Kase de good ob de 
public ‘mand it, yo hongh,” replied Washington. 
“De Rebring Le Count am looked fo’ ter preach 
at de camp-meetin’, an’ it may cause a heap o’ 
damage ef he ain’t dar.” “You want me to 
let this bad man out to preach, do you?” de- 
manded the judge. “Yessir; make it a fine, ‘stead 


Sundays, had not rendered their decision by last 
Sunday. Accordingly the directors, as on the Sun- 
day before, opened the gates, under protest. No 


ance was between fifteen and twenty thousand, and 


The average attendance for the pre- 


exhibits contemplated by the American people | of jail, sah.” ‘He has no money with which to 
this year, the most striking one is the exhibit of | pay a fine.” ‘But yo honah, I'll g’arantee de fine; 


TI see dat a c’lection is taking up, and dat de fine 
am paid outer de fust money, sah.” The kindly 
but astonished justice, anxious to place no stum- 
bling-block in the way of religious observance, 
allowed the preacher to go, exacting the promis 
that a $10.75 fine should be paid. The track being 
cleared, Religion proceeded on her way as oblivious 
of her supposed sister Morality as, except in the 
assertions of some churchmen, she has ever been 
since the world began. 


delighting and bettering themselvs on the first 
day of each week. 


a 
A prominent Western lawyer writes as follows 
concerning Remsburg’s “ Lincoln”: “It is a re- 


skillfully conducted cases of the century. Aside 


mass of testimony presented, for judicial fairness, 
subtle analysis, powerful reasoning, convincing ar- 
gument, faultless logic, and conciseness of state- 
ment it isa masterpiece. The author possesses not 
only the elements of a great lawyer, but a great 
jurist. Every young lawyer should read and study 
this book. ‘It will show him how a strong lawyer, 
starting out with an apparently hopeless case, fights 
his way inch by inch to a triumphant verdict.” 


At the Christian Alliance convention at the 
camp-ground at East Orchard, Maine, the other 
evening, a New York lady who had been in constant 
attendance at the meetings, but had of late taken 
no part in the services, approached the platform 
and told one of Dr. Simpson’s elders that she was 
possessed of a devil which she wanted him to drive 
out. The elder called to his assistance several of 
the brethren and sisters for a season of special 
prayer. The applicant for the removal of the evil 
spirit knelt on the ground while the supplications 
were being offered in her behalf. Suddenly she 
began writhing and tossing and uttering incoherent 
exclamations. ‘Lord, cause the devil to come out 
of her,” prayed the elder, echoed by those around 
him. “I won’t come out,” came in a piping voice 
from the woman’s own lips, repeated again and 
again. The prayer was continued about a quarter 
of an hour, and then the elder and his assistants 
laid their hands upon the woman and repeated their 
plea for the devil to come out. As suddenly as she 
went into the tormented state the woman recovered 
from it, arose, rubbed her eyes, looked around, and 
declared the devil had been conquered. We hav to 
remark on this incident that it was equally amusing 
and instructiv. That it was amusing, the shaking 
sides of any man of sense who chanced to be a 
spectator could hav left him no ground to deny. 
That it was instructiv lay in the fact that it was a 
faithful rendering of one of the oldtime cases of 
demoniac possession and witchcraft, such as pro- 
duced the fearful panics and persecutions. Silly 
old women called their nervous disturbances attacks 
by a devil, and silly old women of the other sex 
asseverated from the pulpit that this was so. Then, 
in the cases of olden time, the crazing of commu- 
nities and the butchery of innocents would follow. 


The following is a copy of a placard that was dis- 
played around Gallup, New Mexico. We hav not 
heard how the sale panned out, but the stock in 
trade of a priest is pretty plainly indicated by the 
assets of the deceased man of God: 


€‘ ADMINISTRATOR’S Sane.—Public notice is hereby 
given that at 10 o’clock a.m. on Friday, the 14th day of 
July, 1893, at the parochial residence of Rev. Father 
Coudert at Bernadillo, N. M., we will sell at public auc- 
tion to the highest bidder for cash all the wines, brandies, 
vinegars, settlings, tuns, tierces, vats, empty barrels, 
etc., now remaining unsold and belonging to the estate 
of the late Rev. Stephen Parisis. It consists partly of 
two or three ten-gallon kegs of nativ brandy, eighteen 
forty-gallon barrels of first-class white nativ wine, fifty- 
six barrels of red wine, vinegars, settlings, etc., of differ- 
ent grades and qualities; a large lot of empty barrels, 
kegs, ete.; a lot of bottled wine, ete. This is a first-class 
chance for persons needing any of these goods to secure 
a bargain. An effort will be made to sell all without 
reserve.—James H. Defouri, Anthony Fourchegu, ad- 
ministrators.” 


Mr. and Mrs. Dunbar, of Cincinnati, were 
recently bereaved of a babe. The Commercial 
Gazette of that place prints this letter received by 
them from Colonel Ingersoll : 


“ New York, July 19, 1893. 

“My Dear Mr. and Mrs. Dunpar: Your sad telegram 
reached me yesterday. The sweet babe just touched 
life’s shore and was then carried out to the great sea by 
the ebbing tide. I know how dark the world must be to 
you, standing in the shadows of so great a grief. How 
helpless we are. All we can do is to bear our burden 
and to hope. How pathetic our poor life is! The loving 
mother goes to the gates of death when her child is born, 
and when she hears the first feeble cry her heart aches 
with love—and then in a few hours this miracle, this 
divine babe goes back to sleep and death. 

“ And yet nothing can be done and nothing need be 
said—words are worthless. Time is the only comforter. 
You will become accustomed to your loss—while other 
pains and joys will fill your days. All I can say is that 
my sympathies are with you and that my heart is yours. 
There: is, however, one consolation: The dead do not 
suffer. 

“ Hoping that you will bear your loss, and that you 
may liy for many, many years, enriched with material 
love, I remain, Yours always, R. Q. INGERSOLL.” 


We desire to call the attention of readers of TuE 
Truru Seerer to the benefits of subscribing to the 
Truth Seeker Monthly Library. The yearly sub- 
scription is only $3, and subscribers to the Library 
receive a paper-bound copy of each book issued in 
it; or, if they desire the books in cloth binding, 
subseribers can remit the difference in price be- 
tween paper and cloth binding, and get the books 
in the latter shape. So far this year subscribers 
to the Library hav received “Paine Vindicated,” 
by Colonel Ingersoll, price 15 cents; the “ Orea- 
tion of God,” by Dr. Hartmann, price 50 cents; 
the “Resurrection of Jesus,” by Don Allen, price 
40 cents; “Crimes of Preachers,” price 25 cents; 
the “Handbook of Freethought,” by W. S. Bell, 
price 50 cents; “Religion a Curse,” by S. P. Put- 
nam, price 25 cents; “ Design Argument Fallacies,” 
price 15 cents; “ Pen Pictures of the World’s Fair,” 
price 25 cents, and “Abraham Lincoln: Was He a 
Christian,” price 50 cents. Other books besides 
are in preparation. One of these, we may men- 
tion, is “Pleasure and Progress,” by A. M. 
Lorentz, LL.B., of which further notice will 
shortly be made. Send $3 and receive at once 
the books already published, and, as they ap- 
pear, those which will be published between now 
and January, ’94. 


There was witnessed in Camden, N. J., the other 
day, what the Camdenites, most of whom hav not 
read “Crimes of Preachers,” deemed a novel 
spectacle. It was a mingling of criminal and 
preacher, a translation from cell to pulpit. Rev. 
Geo. Le Count had been arrested several days ago 
for stealing washtubs, washboards, and other arti- 
cles, and the evidence being clear, Justice Paul 
had sent the reverend gentleman to jail for thirty 
days. The Rev. George Washington appeared in 


534 


THE TRUTH SEEKER: AUGUST 26, 1893. 


Gommunications. 


No One Knows What Matter Can Do. 


For these many years hay I been amused at the 
persistent efforts of Mr. Otto Wettstein to demolish 
his own consciousness, and wipe out spirit existence. 
It is amusing, because if he had made half the effort 
to obtain and observe some of the facts and evi- 
dences of the reality of spirit which he has made to 
oppose it, he might long ago hav laid aside his 
weapons of destruction and been satisfied that he 
has been fighting a bigger phantom in his own 
mind than the anti-materialist idealism he is so 
constantly belaboring. He says: 

«Idealism is Spiritualism. Until a spirit the 
shape of man is placed upon the dissecting-table 
of science and analyzed, the issue is still matter vs. 
nothing.” 

Now, while I readily agree that pure Idealism 
is a thing not to be defended as against the facts 
of material nature, and i3 a chimera of the over- 
strained minds of certain transcendentalists, I 
object that Idealism is Spiritualism, and ‘hope to 
show our friend that the two are widely different 
subjects. Idealism depends on a system of mental 
ethics purely the results of speculation, a mental 
process of thought, founded on imagination and 
probably a false notion of physics, upon which all 
its deductions are made, but Spiritualism is founded 
upon the evidence of our senses in the observation 
of physical phenomena. 

Otto Wettstein contends that the “underlying 
reality” is matter, because it appeals to our senses 
of feeling, hearing, tasting, smelling, and seeing, 
and because, too, though we, as individuals, were 
not here to exercise these senses, which are the re- 
sult of the organization of material substances, yet 
external nature would go on just the same; and so 
has it gone on before we had an organized exist- 
ence, to all of which I fully agree, and admit that 
natural phenomena hay existed before men lived to 
witness them. And for the sake of the argument I 
will not dispute about the idea whether a spirit, or 
mind, existed independently of matter or not. Since 
he contends that the mind of man is the result of 
matter, and says that matter contains all the poten- 
tialities of life, and is adequate to all phenomena 
and all existence, we will argue the case and take 
him at his word. I believe that matter is real sub- 
stance, and all there is of life, or spirit, or exist- 
ence; but, my friend, this I believe also, that you 
hav not yet defined every kind of matter. You 
hav only defined such matter as .becomes tangible 
to our ordinary senses. Then there are forces 
and potentialities related thereto, and connected 
with its phenomena, which your analysis has not 
reached, and of these I wish to speak, applying 
the evidence of my senses to them and their 
phenomena just as you hav argued we must do to 
upset the idealism of the transcendentalist, and if I 
do this, you cannot accuse me of violating your own 
rules of reasoning from the effects of natural causes. 
Before I begin, however, I wish to say one word 
about the forces of nature. The sun, which you 
gave as an illustration, is throwing out its immense 
volumes of light and heat, acting upon our atmos- 
phere, while the system of planetary motions go on 
and maintain the various bodies in their relativ 
places by means of magnetic forces, attractiv and 
repellent. These globes of real matter are millions 
and billions of miles apart, yet the forces, which are 
not matter, per se, no more than the tastes or colors 
are, are what is propelling matter and causing it to 
perform these wonderful revolutions through space. 
The globes are visible and tangible, but the forces 
are not. It is the invisible parts of material nature 
which exert the most potentiality. This should 
convince us that matter and the life of it are 
coexistent and coeternal, and that the tangible 
matter and the intangible and invisible force are 
all part and parcel of the same “underlying real- 
ity.” And now for my argument based on phe- 
nomena which go to prove that a spirit man or 
woman can hav an existence, and that an intelli- 
gent force can demonstrate such existence, ad- 
dressing itself to our best judgment and reason. 

Some time ago a meeting was held in Scranton, 
Pa., at which a young lady placed her finger-ends 
upon a small table, whereupon the table began to 
move about the room, and it was proposed that, if 
this movement was caused by a spirit, the said 
spirit should cause the table to go to any part of 
the room by the mental request of any person who 
might desire it. Accordingly, a gentleman was re- 
quested to test this proposition, and made a great 
number of mental requests for it to move and touch 
various members of the circle—which request was 
known only to the gentleman—and after many 
tests were made, each one proving correct, and the 


spirit never missing a single case, the gentleman 
then told what he had requested the table to do. 
It did not only go to the person he had mentally 
requested, but it did such things as standing on its 
two legs, rapping a certain number of times, and so 
on, as desired. The same was then tested by 
others in the party, to the entire satisfaction of 
everyone present. It was then proposed to hav 
Mrs. Perry sit upon this frail table. She weighs 
about two hundred pounds, yet by the mere plac- 
ing of the medium’s fingers upon this stand it 
moved all around the room, and gently raised one 
side and slid her upon the floor. Then another 
and another got on, and was by this peculiar force 
propelled all over the place. This was an intelli- 
gent force, and akin to a human intelligence, and 
purported to be controled by the spirits of my son 
and my brother. In this experiment we are judg- 
ing by the evidence of our senses of hearing, see- 
ing, feeling, and by the intelligence manifested to 
requests made. There was no idealism in the case, 
and it is a reasonable thing to believe that it was 
what it purported to be—viz., spirits. 


A year ago I went to Onset, Mass., and called f 


upon a person who was a slate-writing medium, and 
requested a sitting. The person had never seen 
me—in fact, it was our first meeting—and yet I got 
writing upon five slates, which I hav now in my 
possession, as tangible evidences of spirit facts. 
On one of them my son and daughter wrote, the 
slate being completely covered with writing, and a 
large rose, which was painted in all the natural 
colors; and remember, that not a particle of any 
pencil or paint was placed between those slates. 
The spirits furnished their own materials—real 
stuff—with which they made them. These I hav 
now as evidences of the facts of a force, intelli- 
gence, the mental characteristics of my departed 
son and daughter, signed Talbot and Mary. The 
rose was made as a special test to me, having been 
such a one as Talbot used to paint upon the panels 
of organs and pianos while he worked at his trade 
here, and he could hav given me no better test of 
identity. Then I had writings from Blavatsky and 
others, and a slate full from Pythagoras, who re- 
lated matters in reference to the precipitation of 
Blavatsky’s picture, which I had witnessed in 
Philadelphia, Pa., a year before, furnishing incon- 
testable proof of the facts of spirit power over 
matter. 

Having witnessed such things for the last forty 
years as the movement of physical objects, even 
without human contact, and the manifestation of 
intelligence which could hav come from no earthly 
source, and in many cases even seen the veritable 
spirits materialize and dematerialize in my presence 
while holding them by the hand, away from the 
medium or cabinet, and often without a cabinet, it 
seems to me to be somewhat laughable for Mr. 
Wettstein to tell me that Spiritualism is nothing 
else than Idealism, and as I hav been depending 
entirely upon the evidence of my senses for the 
evidence of spirits thus received. But what reply 
does he make to such facts? Why, he simply offers 
no argument but the stale one of legerdemain, hal- 
lucination, deception, trickery, and fraud, and he 
will instead of patiently investigating for himself 
go on from year to year fighting the spooks, ghosts, 
hobgoblins, etc., on the ground that matter is a 
something and a spirit is a nothing, therefore it 
can’t hav an existence. He admits that matter can 
and does organize a- man, and through it make a 
mind. That is, matter makes mind and is the un- 
derlying reality. Now, if it can organize out of the 
coarsest matter—such as bones, blood, muscle, 
fiber, tissue, nerves, etc.—a mind, why can it not 
organize out of the finer elements of the body and 
its forces a finer organism, such as a spirit, capable 
of withstanding the shock of dissolution, and 
adapted to exist in a state of infinitly finer and 
better relations? I ask this because I don’t think 
anyone knows what matter can do. Matter cannot 
be destroyed; it may be changed and refined, but 
never lost. It always existed, never came from 
nothing, and can never be turned into nothing. 


Something never came from nothing, and some- 


thing can never be forced into nothing. The mind 
and spirit body is composed from the most refined 
material elements of the natural body, and is des- 
tined to liv in a sphere far above this material con- 
dition. Just as we had a preparatory existence in 
a little world before we came into this, in which the 
body, composed of hands, feet, ears, eyes, etc., was 
formed, together with all its senses, in a place 
where they could not hav been used or exercised, so 
are we preparing a spiritual temple in this state to 
be used when we are advanced into the spiritual 
world into which we are going. And all the fine- 
spun theories will not prevent our passage to the 
world beyond, the evidences of which are plentiful 
to those who wish to be informed and are reason- 


able enough to understand themselvs, and who are 
willing to receive the truth, the whole truth, and 
nothing but the truth. 

The Spiritualist depends on facts and the evi- 
dences of his own senses. He tests the truth of 
his knowledge by his understanding of phenomena 
as witnessed, and not upon anything so flimsy as an 
ideal hypothesis. He cares not what any man or 
set of men say, but he learns for. himself and is 
convinced of its truths by facts adapted especially 
to his own case, and when convinced on such evi- 
dences, no ordinary argument on the elements of 
matter, or a denial of what can or cannot be done 
with matter, will hav a feather’s weight; and this is 
why a thorough Spiritualist cannot be changed by 
metaphysical or material argument. It is impossi- 
ble for the Materialist to show what matter cannot 
do so it may organize into a spirit, and the facts 
prove it. J. R. PERRY. 

Wilkesbarre, Pa., Aug. 14, 1893. 


A Southerner on Lincoln and Mr. Remsburg’s 

Book. 

From the Charleston, S. C., News and Courier. 

John E. Remsburg, of Atchison, Kan., has pub- 
lished a book of 336 pages to prove that Abraham 
Lincoln was not a Christian. It is issued as No. 32 
Extra of the Truth Seeker Library, and while it is 
ostensibly meant to establish beyond further contro- 
versy a historical fact, it is really intended to aid the 
cause of Infidelity in the United States. In the 
preface the author says: “In proving Lincoln a 
disbeliever he does not presume to hav proved 
Christianity false, or Freethought true; but he has 
shown that some Christians are not honest, and 
that an honest man may be a Freethinker.” 

Mr. Remsburg holds that in regard to a supreme 
being Mr. Lincoln entertained at times Agnostic 
and even Atheistic opinions, and that while he pro- 
fessed à sort of deistic belief during the later years 
of his life, he did not accept the Christian concep- 
tion of deity. He did not believe in the Christian 
doctrin of the inspiration of the scriptures, nor in 
the divinity of Christ, nor in the doctrin of a special 
creation, nor in miracles or special providences, nor 
in the forgivness of sin, nor in future rewards and 
punishments, nor in the freedom of the will, nor in 
the efficacy of prayer. He indorsed for the most 
part the criticisms of Thomas Paine on the Bible 
and Christianity, and accepted, to a great extent, 
the theological and humanitarian views of Theodore — 
Parker. He wrote a book, which was suppressed, 
against the Bible and Christianity; “and he died, 
as he had lived, an unbeliever.” 

In the prosecution of his argument the author 
presents the testimony of 120 witnesses, twenty of 
whom say of their own personal knowledge of the 
man that Mr. Lincoln was a Christian, and one 
hundred of whom say of their equally intimate 
knowledge of the man that he was not a Christian. 
We are not impressed, however, by the force of Mr. 
Remsburg’s reasoning. We do not think that he is 
fair in the presentation of the evidence or that he 
proves his case. For example, he quotes the ac- 
count of an interview that the Hon. Newton Bate- 
man had with Mr. Lincoln in 1860, in which Lin- 
coln said: “I know there isa God, . . . I 
know I am right, for Christ teaches it, and Christ 
is God.” Mr. Remsburg accepts Bateman’s ac- 
count of everything that was said at his interview 
with Mr. Lincoln except the clear and explicit 
statement of his religious faith. He adopts the 
eclectic form of treating this “testimony ” by choos- 
ing what he wants to prove his point and rejecting 
the rest. Again, he quotes what Mrs. Lincoln, the 
president's wife, was reported by Colonel Lamon to 
hay said in 1865, that “he never joined any church ; 
he was a religious man always, I think, but was not 
a technical Christian ;” and says that Mrs. Lincoln’s 
denial of this testimony in 1874 was made when she 
was insane. He gets over the Bateman confession 
by saying that Bateman was a liar, and answers 
Mrs. Lincoln’s statement by saying that she was- 
crazy. 

One of the principal witnesses on whom Mr. 
Remsburg relies is William H. Herndon, who was 
Mr. Lincoln’s law partner for many years, and who | 
has published a “Life of Lincoln,” in which, it 
seems to us, he has collected everything that was 
particularly offensiv in the career of his old friend. 
We really do not think that it makes much differ- 
ence whether the Freethinkers think that Mr. 
Lincoln was a Christian or not—it is generally ad- 
mitted that he was a great man; but if they would 
hav his fellow-countrymen to follow him in what 
they call his unbelief why should they object to the 
imitation of his example in some other respects? 
We are told by Mr. Remsburg that “Abraham 
Lincoln stands to-day the greatest, purest, noblest 
character in human history,” that “in the social 
relations of life he was the most exemplary man,” 
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that make them doubly attractiv. : 
to the Fair” by reading his little book, and weimagin that 
most that do go will not see as much as 
tains, or see it in so rarea light. If you are going to the 
Fair this book will help you to appreciate its grandeur 
and beauty; if you are not going, it will bring the Fair 

o 
practical dish for a small sum. 
facts, for fancy, for solid food or a dessert, it can be 
found in this volume. —Boston Investigator. 


and that “his rugged honesty” was a marked feat- 
ure of his exalted character. We think that it can 
be demonstrated by the evidence of the witnesses 
who hav been called by Mr. Remsburg to prove 
that Mr. Lincoln was not a Christian, that he was 
not pure or noble, that he was not an..exemplary 
man in his social relations, and that he was not 
honest. 

Colonel Lamon, one of Remsburg’s witnesses, 
says that at an early age Mr. Lincoln began to 
attend the preachings round about him, principally 
at the Pigeon creek church, and that he was so 
much struck by a particular sermon he heard at 
Pigeon creek one Sunday that “he frequently re- 
produced it with nasal tones, rolling eyes, and all 
manner of droll aggravations, to the great delight 
of Nat Grigsby and the wild fellows whom Nat was 
able to assemble.” It appears from this that Abe’s 
associates were “the wild fellows whom Nat was 
able to assemble.” There was nothing very pure 
or noble in this. Dennis Hanks, Mr. Lincoln’s 
cousin, says: “Religious songs did not appear to suit 
him at all; but of profane and amorous ditties he 
knew the words of a vast number.” Another was: 

Hail Columbia, happy land! 
If you ain’t drunk, I'll be damned, 

There does not seem to be anything gentle or 
pure or noble in that. A young man who found 
his most congenial company among “ wild fellows” 
and who took especial delight in “profane and 
amorous ditties” could hardly be a very pure char- 
acter or “a most exemplary man” in his social re- 
lations. i 

Jobn Hall, a son of Mr. Lincoln’s step-sister, 
Matilda, is introduced by Mr. Remsburg to prove 
that Mr. Lincoln made a specialty of preaching 
mock sermons and that “he prayed God to put 
stockings on the chickens’ feet in winter.” Mr. 
Herndon says in his “Life of Lincoln” that it was 
his custom to take off his shoes and pare his toe- 
nails in the parlor. Dr. Gardner, of Atlanta, Il., 
another of Remsburg’s witnesses, says: “ When he 
[Lincoln] requested the prayers of his neighbors 
on leaving Springfield for Washington he said that 
a storm was coming and that he must hav the sup- 
port of the church.” There was not much 
“ honesty ” in that. 

We might continue indefinitly the quotations of 
what Mr. Remsburg’s witnesses hav said about 
the characteristics of Mr. Lincoln, but what good 

‘would it do? The point that we would make is that 
in trying to pull down Mr. Lincoln’s character as a 
Christian Mr. Remsburg runs the risk of utterly 
destroying by the testimony of his own witnesses 
the character of Mr. Lincoln as an honest man, as a 
patriot, and as a gentleman. If Herndon is worthy 
of belief, Mr. Lincoln was the coarsest kind of a 
man; if the testimony of the twenty honest and 
upright men who hav testified that he was a Chris- 
tian be accepted, he was a great and good man, 
who served his country faithfully and lived without 
offense to God or man. We hav very little at stake 
in this controversy, but we protest against the 
attempt of Mr. Remsburg to prove that Mr. Lin- 
coln was a rank old sinner and a hypocrit as well, 
merely to establish the fact that he was not a saint. 


Short Notes About Books. 


“ Abraham Lincoln: Was He a Christian?” by John E. 
Remsburg, is published in paper at 50 cents by the Truth 
Seeker Company of New York. It is an exhaustiv re- 
view of the claims that Lincoln was a Christian, with the 
evidence in refutation of them. The Christian’s claim is 
given in evident fairness and remarkable completeness, 
and the rebuttal is strong and convincing. Whatever 
conclusion one may reach, it is well to havin this con- 
venient form a compendium of the evidence on both 
sides of this interesting controversy.—Chicago Times. 


The 146-page pamphlet issued_by the Truth Seeker 
Company, under the title ‘‘Pen Pictures of the World’s 
Fair,” from the pen of Mr. Putnam, should be in the 
hands of every person Visiting the World’s Fair. It is 
written in a very entertaining manner, and describes the 
buildings, etc., which were visited upon a previously 
well-laid-out plan ; and if the same plan be followed by 
readers and visitors they will no doubt see more and be 
vastly better pleased than if they go helter-skelter with- 
outa guide. The price of the pamphlet is 25 cents.— 
Secular Thought. ; 


= Dr. Hartmann, in his ‘‘Creation of God,” goes to the 
very beginning of the earth and man, and settles all the 
vexed questions that hav for thousands of years troubled 
this planet’s inhabitants. In justice to the author, he 
makes out a more reasonable cause for man’s existence 
than many theological authorities. Science and nature 
are the author’s guides. - Religion in all its phases, Jews, 
Christians, and Mohammedans are all alike to the doctor’s 
- views, and each is painted with a blackness that only an 
extremist such as: the doctor could make use of. Dr. 
Hartmann holds the platform in a long talk with a good 
book that only theological giants can find fiaws in.— 
The Newsman. 


Whatever Mr. Putnam writes on, he writes on well 
His Pen Pictures are original views of the great exhibit 
of the world’s genius and labor set in poetic word frames 


W. S. Bell, of San Francisco, containing in condensed 
and systematic form ‘‘a vast amount of evidence against 
the superstitious doctrins of Christianity.” Mr. Bell 
does not claim to hay written any of this work himself; 
indeed, he claims only the labor of putting into compact 
and orderly form what he considers a large amount of 
irrefragable evidence against church superstitions. 
, matter herewith presented, he tells us, has been culled 
from some of the ablest writers living and dead. The au- 
thor also states that he has often felt the need of such a 
book for his own use, and there are, no doubt, other peo- 
ple just like him. New York: The Truth Seeker Oom- 
pany.— Portland Oregonian. 


150 pages entitled ‘‘ Pen Pictures of the World’s Fair,” 
by Samuel P. Putnam. 
reputation as a poet and prose writer, as well as lecturer. 
His powers of description are equaled by few, and in 
this little book he tells the story ot his tour through the 
wonderful White City in a way which holds the attention 
from start to finish. Mr. Putnam had plenty of time and 
two good eyes, and he saw the show in detail, not omit- 
ting the many unique exhibits in Midway Plaisance. 
Those who contemplate visiting the Fair should first 
read this little book, as it tells you what to see and where 


various side attractions, cost of living in Chicago, and 


to the Fair this book will greatly interest you, as it 
carries you over the ground again and tells you of many 


One™can almost ‘go 


this volume con- 


you. It is a magnificent artistic, literary, poetic, 
If you are hungry for 


“A Handbook of Freethought” is a compilation by 


The 


. 


The Gazetteer has received a copy of a book of about 


Mr. Putnam has a national 


you will find it; also the prices of admission to the 


other important information. If you hav already been 


things which you missed. It is in fact a complete guide- 
book, the best description of the Fair yet given, and the 
more valuable because reliable. To read it is the next 
best thing to visiting the Fair in person. The book is 
illustrated by many full-page pictures, including a map 
of Jackson park, bird’s-eye view of the Fair grounds, and 
pictures of all the principal buildings. The book is sold 
at the low price of 25 cents, or five copies for $1. Ad- 
dress E. M. Macdonald, 28 Lafayette place, New York.— 
Denison, Tex., Gazetteer. 


The religious convictions of Abraham Lincoln appear 
to trouble a good many people who hav written tracts 
and pamphlets and brochures to prove that the martyr 
president was or was not a Spiritualist, and was or was 
not a Christian. All authorities from Lamon to Arnold 
and from Dr. Holland to Remsburg agree that Lincoln 
was a great and good man, but seem to gage his attain- 
ments and standard of goodness. by the measure of his 
orthodoxy. If Dr. Holland was firmly of the opinion 
that Mr. Lincoln ‘‘had found God ‘and rested on the 
eternal truth of God,” Mr. Remsburg is equally firm in 
his conviction that he ‘‘ proclaimed himself an Infidel 
and died a disbeliever.” And so the conflict rages. 
“ Was Abraham Lincoln a Christian?” is the title of Mr. 
John E. Remsburg’s contribution to the controversy. 
He takes the negativ of the proposition, and seeks to 
overthrow the clerical side. Inasmuch as the author 
has been toiling over this question for fifteen years, and 
accumulating a vast amount of testimony, it is evident 
that he considers it of paramount importance. He uses 
the language of Mrs, Lincoln, to the effect that Mr. 
Lincoln ‘‘had no hope, no faith, in the usual acceptation 
of those words,” and he brings to his side other testimony 
from the president’s family, law partners, members of 
the cabinet and personal friends, some of which is im- 
portant, all of which is interesting. Clearly Mr. Rems- 
burg has done his duty as he understands it, and has 
had the fairness to present at the outset the opposit view 
of the question. The book is published by The Truth 
Seeker Company.—New York World. 


International Congress of Freethinkers. 


To BE HELD AT 517 WEST MADISON STREET, CHICAGO, 
COMMENCING SUNDAY, OCTOBER 1st. 


OFFICIAL PROGRAM. 
Sunday, October 1st.—Morning Session, 10 A.M. 
Presiding officer, Judge Waite. 
1. Address of welcome by the Chairman. 
of ee sé ** Samuel P. Putnam. 
. ** Robert ©. Adams. 
4. Appointment of committees. 
Afternoon Session, 3 P.M. 
Presiding officer, Capt. Robert C. Adams, 
1. Address by T. B. Wakeman, ‘‘Christianity and 
After.” 
2. Address by Franklin Steiner, ‘‘The Church and 
Freethought.” : 
Evening Session, 7 P.M. 
Presiding officer, Samuel P. Putnam. 
1. Address by John E. Remsburg. 
2. Address by John R. Charlesworth, ‘‘ Freethought— 
What It Implies, Its Power and Results.” 
3. Address by L. K. Washburn. 
Monday, October 2d.—Morning Session, 10 A.M. 
Presiding officer, Judge Waite. 
1. Reports of committees—standing or special. 
2. Reception of foreign delegates. 
3. Address by J. D. Shaw. 
Afternoon Session, 3 P.M. 
Presiding officer, Judge Waite. 
1. Secretary’s report of progress. , 
2. Address by Dr. J. L. York, ‘‘The New Faith.” 
3. Discussion of ways and means to promote the best 
interests of the cause. Introductory paper by T. B. 
Wakeman. 
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No Evening Session. 
Tuesday, October 83d—Morning Session, 10 A.M. 
Presiding officer, Samuel P. Putnam. 
1. Reports of officers of the Freethought Federation 


of America. 


2. Nomination and election of officers. 
3. Address by President-elect. 


Afternoon Session. 
Presiding officer, Samuel P. Putnam. 
1, Address by E. A. Stevens. 
2. Address hy C. Beatty. 


Evening Session, 7:30 P.M. . 
Presiding officer, Capt. Robert ©. Adams. 
1, Address (in Bohemian) by Frank B. Ydrubek. 
2. Address by Charles Watts. 
8. Address by Dr. Carus. 
4, Address by G. W. Foote. 


Wednesday, October 4th.—Morning Session, 10 A.M. 


WOMAN’S DAY. 
1. Address by Presiding Officer. 
2. Address by Lillie D. White. 
8. Address by Mattie P. Krekel, ‘‘ Individuality as a 


Factor in the Progress of Humanity.” 


Afternoon Session, 8 P.M. 
1. Discussion on ‘‘Woman’s Relation to Advanced 


Thought.” Introductory paper by Dr. Juliet Severance. 


` Evening Session, 7:30 P.M. 
1. Address by Voltairine de Cleyre, ‘‘Mary Wol- 


stonecraft, the Apostle of Woman’s Freedom.” 


2. Address by Mrs. M. A, Freeman, ‘‘ Woman’s Day.” 
3. Address by Susan H. Wixon, ‘‘ Progress of Woman 


for Four Centuries.” 


4, Address by Mrs. Monroe Power. 


Thursday, October 5th.—Morning Session, 10 A.M. 
Presiding officer, Judge Waite. 

1. Reports of officers of American Secular Union, 

2. Nomination and election of officers. 

3. Address by the presidemt-elect. 


Afternoon Session, 3 P.M, 


Presiding officer, Judge Waite. 
. Address by Capt. Robert ©. Adams, 
. Address by Harry Hoover. 
. Address by Dr. Mak. 
Evening Session, 7:30 P.M. 
Presiding officer, Capt. Robert C. Adams. 
1, Address by Judge C. B. Waite. 
2. Address by Clarence S. Darrow. 
Friday, October 6th. 

Delegates will assemble at the hall at 10 a.m., and pro- 

ceed from there to the World’s Fair in a body. 
Saturday, October Tth. 

Delegates will meet by appointment, and will be shown 

the various places of interest in and around the city of 


Chicago. Grand banquet and ball, commencing at 7:30 
P.M. 


wwe 


Sunday, October 8th. 

Addresses will be delivered throughout the day upon 
various Freethought topics by G. W. Foote, Charles 
Watts, L. K. Washburn, Samuel P. Putnam, John R. 
Charlesworth, T. B. Wakeman, J. D. Shaw, John E. 
Remsburg, Dr. J. L. York, Judge Waite, Mattie P. 
Krekel, Voltairine de Cleyre, Susan H. Wixon, Mrs. M. 
A, Freeman, Dr. Juliet H. Severance, and others. 


This program is subject to revision by the commit- 
tee as the circumstances at the moment may demand, 
although they will endeavor to adhere as closely as 
possible to the outline given above. The hall will be 
handsomely decorated and no pains will be spared by 
all concerned in its management to make it successful 
in every way. This Congress is essentially a Con- 
gress of Freethinkers. The leaders of the Free- 
thought movement both on this continent and in 
Europe will take part in the proceedings and great 
results are naturally expected. Delegates hay 
written me from almost every state in the Union 
and from Europe also declaring their intention to 
be present at the Congress. We are consequently 
looking forward to large and enthusiastic meetings 
with crowded houses upon each and every session. 
We are securing the best talent the cause of Free- 
thought affords. 

The contributions still fall far short of the 
amount necessary to meet the expenses, so those 
intending to help the Congress financially I urge to 
do so at once. 

The banquet on Saturday evening will be a grand 
and fitting climax to the educational exercises of 
the week, when with song, speech, and dance we 
can rejoice each with the other over the glorious 
victories we shall achieve. Bear in mind, friends, 
this is an eight-day Congress—the greatest of its 
kind ever inaugurated on the continent of America. 
It is truly worthy the support and consideration of 
all. I would say to every Freethinker who has not 
yet contributed to the Congress that now is the 
time to declare yourself. Delays are dangerous, 
especially at the present time. Therefore, let none 
delay. Strengthen the hands of your committee 
and put sufficient means at their disposal to insure 
a lasting success and benefit to our cause. Never 
put off until to-morrow what you can doto-day. By 
so doing your help, your sympathy, and donation 
may fall short of their purpose. 

: Joun R. CHARLESWORTH, 
See. Committee of Arrangements. 
345 W. Randolph st., Chicago, Iu. 
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News and Notes. . its independence; tens of thousands killed or sent | that what you now giv has treble value. Whatever 
I arrived at Chicago Friday evening, August 11th, | into exile—it has yet recovered, not only its national | you can—none of us are too poor for this once— 
in time for the great Bohemian celebration on the | spirit but its language even, and to-day in the Bo- | 50 cents, $1, $2, $3, $5, $10—do it right off and 
following day. This was indeed a brilliant affair, | hemian tongue there isa wealth of literature which | tis done. Do it willingly. 
and most people were surprised to find so many | givs promis of a surpassing future. The genius} At the other end, Mr. John R. Charlesworth, 
Bohemians in the country to make such a grand | Of Ireland, so brilliant, must to-day seek for expres- | secretary committee, No. 345 W. Randolph street, 
demonstration, equal to that of any nationality. | sion ina language other thanits own; Bohemia hav- | Chicago, Ill, will receive and gladly acknowledge 
There are about sixty-five thousand Bohemians in|ing passed through the same direful destruction, | the attention. 
Chicago—the largest number of any European | still maintains its nativ speech, and this speech is; Liberals everywhere, the occasion is here. 
nationality with the exception of the German. | immortal in song and romance. The language of | Another mile-post in the vigorous life of Liberal 
They are among the most intelligent and patriotic | Bohemia is imperishable like the spirit of its peo- | thought has been reached. A success, an inspira- 
of our people. They are thoroughly American, | ple. Bohemia, like Ireland, is to-day struggling | tion, it should undoubtedly be. 
while they cherish the sublime and heroic memories | for home-rule, and every Bohemian in this country | No more opportune time could present itself, 
of their nativ land. is in favor of that, and this great Bohemian day | mark it, for such a gathering as a means to greater, 
It is estimated that there were twenty-five thou- | and magnificent demonstration means something | more far-reaching efforts. 
sand in the procession. It took three hours for it |in the politics of the world. The Bohemian ex-| Be present if you possibly can. It will help you. 
to pass a given point. It was an animating spec- | hibit is the most important in the Austrian section. | It will cheer others, thoughtful men and women— 
tacle. The Bohemian colors—white and red— |As Governor Jonas say, “Bohemian garnets, Bohe- } all workers. 
mingled with our starry banner and noble strains | mian chinaware, Bohemian musical instruments, If you cannot be there, show your interest in the 
of music filled the air and enthusiastic greetings and, I may add, Bohemian beer, are not likely to be | work to be done and that you would like done. 
waved along the glittering ranks. overlooked by any visitor to the White City.” Write an encouraging word. It will take but five 
After the procession many thousands thronged| In the Woman’s Building are three hundred | minutes. It is almost a duty you owe yourself. 
to the White City. Festival Hall was crowded to | Volumes of books written by Bohemian women. Think well of it. Do it, and do it now. It is far 
its utmost capacity, and one of the most brilliant The Bohemians were the first in central Europe | from a small matter, this. 
concerts of the season was given in honor of the| to build a university—the University of Prague, It is well to bear it ever in mind, Liberals, it is 
day. A magnificent address was delivered by Hon. | Which in the time of John Huss was attended by | the duty of each and all of us, so 
Charles Jonas, lieutenant-governor of Wisconsin. | twenty thousand students. ‘To-day ninety-five per To act that each to-morrow 
He is an eloquent speaker and the vast audience | cent of the Bohemian people can read and write. Finds us farther than to-day. : 
was stirred by his vivid and picturesque exaltation There is a flavor of Oriental romance about Bo- That a Liberal poet said. That is the Liberals’ 
of the genius of Bohemia and the liberty and. glory hemia. There is something more antique in its|oriflam. Thatis progress. 
of America. art, music, folk-lore, than in any other nation. The earnest Liberal cannot else be than in the 
The music was conducted by Dr. Antonin Somehow its people hav preserved more of the|van. He is used to stand the brunt of futil preju- 
Dvorak, director of the National Conservatory of original impulse of their Slavonic origin than the | dice and coward customs. Never yet has Liberal 
Music of America, and Prof. V. Hlavac, professor kindred races.. Perhaps the oldest people in| thought led in vain. It compels humanity’s better- 
of music at the Imperial University in St. Peters- Europe, the Bohemians are destined yet to a long | ment. This ¿s worth working for. 
burg. Itwas all Bohemian music. The Exposition and brilliant future. Like unhappy Ireland, their The International Congress has its good work 
orchestra of one hundred and fourteen men was | genius is inextinguishable. In painting it givs to- todo. Striving for universal enlightenment and 
present. After the overture came the songs, day the masterpieces of Brozik; in music, Dvorak | liberty—the best use of this world—it calls for the 
“ Bohemian Chorale ” and “ Star-Spangled Banner,” | and Hlavac; in steam navigation, the great inven- | best thought imbued with the unconquerable spirit 


by the united Bohemian singers of Chicago. This | tion of Joseph Ressel: of truth. 
was followed by one of Dvorak’s own noble sym- So to me there has been a great deal of meaning Friend, do your part. Do all you know how. 


phonies, and certainly the music of this symphony in this notable gathering. All are expected to do no less. 
is not to be surpassed. The grandeur, the delicacy, There is 2 Bohemian Freethought society in Chi- “But man can do his duty ”—simple, yet truly 
the softness, the sweetness, the rippling melodies, | ¢®g0, and this will join with us in the International | eloquent—said that grand Liberal, Charles Darwin. 
the trumpet tones, the thunder strains, were like | Congress, and T. B. Zedrubek, president of thej To the point, I bespeak your warm response. 
nature’s own rhythmic splendors. The mountains | society, will giv an address. We hope also that ‘Your fellow Liberal, Lours Levine. 
and seas, the vast rivers, the fountains, the streams, | Mr. J. J. Kral, who is one of the rising literary! P. S.—When sending a donation if you will men- 
the flowery expanses filled the mind’s eye as the | lights of American Bohemians, will speak upon our | tion this letter, Mr. Charlesworth will note amount. 
beautiful and majestic harmonies swept along. | international platform. For every $100 subscribed in this way, I will con- 
The “Slavonic Dances,” known the world over, are I hav had the pleasure of meeting with Thomas | tribute an additional $1. Do not let me off 
enough to make the most sluggish trip the “light | Capek, editor of the Bohemian Voice, a monthly | cheaply. 
fantastic toe” and realize the “poetry of motion.” | journal published in English at Omaha, and which} Keep this in view. The Congress will open its 
It was like is doing excellent service to make known to Ameri- | session at 10 a.m., Sunday, October 1st, at No. 517 
cans the Bohemia, not only of hi tory, but of to-day. | West Madison street, continuing eight days. L. 
Also I hav met Mr. J. Vostrovsky, of San José, August 18, 1893. 
Cal., and his daughters, Miss Anna Vostrovsky and ae 
Miss Clara Vostrovsky, who are visiting the Fair. “Four Hundred Years of Freethought.” 
Also Mr. V. L. Vodica, of Omaha, a thorough} ‘The subscriptions for this book are indeed en- 
radical, who has charge of a Bohemian colony to be couraging and generous. 
aes upon the fertil lands of northern] J, K. Washburn writes: 

I hav also visited the office of August Geringer, Genes eerie eo iye boas eee i hea ros 
publisher of the Daily Sbornost and Weekly Ameri- Parker Pillsb aa 
can; a Freethinker. This paper has a wide circu- AAO ANAN. writes : 
graceful, keen, superb. With every wave of his |lation, and a fine business establishment at 150| , When your book is completed, so sure as I am on, not 
arm he brings forth exquisit music. West 12th street. Mr. T. B. Zdrubek is on the |” the planet, and am worth $5, that book shall pe Tane: 

Dvorak walks onto the stage like a Hercules. | editorial staff of this paper. This good word comes from Susan H. Wixon: 
Big and splendid he is, and what enthusiasm he |. I also made the acquaintance of the brilliant Your proposed book, ‘‘ Four Hundred Years of Free- 
kindles in that great orchestra, every string of | young artist, E. V. Nadherny, on the staff of thought,” will be the golden crown of your life-work. I 
which seems to vibrate with the intensity of the | Le Monde Illustre, of Paris, and other foreign arn ure ik ml take dts. plaoo with the standard. literature 
leader’s spirit. journals. He certainly has the knack of seeing Icar hel blishine Otto Wettstein’ th 

Dvorak is the most original composer of things as they are, and there is a dash of vividness | . can't elp pu ishing o Wettstein’s enthu- 
to-day. He is a student of nature. He is ajļand accuracy in his pictures which I like. Of siastic letter: 
realist in his beautiful art. He is like Thoreau | course there is no superstition about him. 
in his naturalness. What Comenius is in phi- There are five hundred thousand Bohemians in 
losophy, so is Dvorak in music. There is no | America. One-half of these are Catholic; the rest 
artifice about him. He doesn’t soar to heaven to | are Moravians, Protestants, and Liberals with all 
find his melodies. He puts his ear to the earth, | sorts of opinions. Ingersoll is a great favorit 
and in the earth he finds the loftiest rhythm. He | with the latter class, and his lectures are constantly 
himself says that “in the negro melodies we find a | translated into the Bohemian language. I also had 
sure foundation for a national school of American | the pleasure of meeting L. W Kadlec, who was 
music.” Who that has listened to these beautiful | grand marshal of the Bohemian day. 
melodies, sprung from our very soil, freighted with The Bohemian Catholics hav established a Cath- 
the tragedies and the hopes of a new world, hag|olic paper, published in the Bohemian language, 
not felt that in these is the true music of our na- | whose particular purpose is to fight the Freethink. 
tional career? Why should we imitate the old jers. The very fact of this opposition shows the 
countries, when our very land itself throbs with | strength of Liberal ideas among these people. 
strains that thrill in the rude and rhythmic songs of We shall find strenuous allies among the Bohe- 
the plantation? In the folk-music of Bohemia | mians in the struggle for Liberty on this continent. 
Dvorak himself has found a wealth of material Samvrn P. Purnam. 
which will yet enchant the world. a 

After the festival of music over fifteen thousand The International Congress. 
spectators gathered in the arena of Stock Pavilion] To raz Eprror or Taz Truru SEEKER, Sir: Giv 
to witness the calisthenics and drill of the Bohe | me space for these friendly words to each and every 
mian American Gymnastic Union. The Bohemians | reader (subscriber or not) of your paper. They re- 
are famous athletes. Men and women partake in | fer to the International Congress. They embrace 
the exercises and display a wonderful skill. Every | three points. 
move was the occasion for applause. The cause is in your hands, friends. What are 

Bohemia is a quite remarkable netionality. It| you going to do for it? You are earnest, the call 
has amazing vitality. Crushed almost out of exist- | the worthiest. It is urgent. Decide quickly. 
ence by the terrific Thirty Years’ war; stripped of f You value your convictions, back them. Realize 


The Dorian mood 
Of flutes and soft recorders. ` 


Not less beautiful it seemed to me was the music 
of Professor Hlavac, “ The Chase” and “ Mazurka.” 
Both these eminent composers were greeted with 
salvos of applause. Flowers were showered upon 
them; an ovation was given of which an emperor 
might be proud. These great geniuses hava warm 
place in the hearts of their countrymen, and Bo- 
hemia may well exult in its preéminent position in 
the world of music to-day. Professor Hlavac is 


Drar Purnam: You deserve success. Your last serial 
—now in pamphlet—is one of the grandest productions 
I hav ever read, and should sell by the thousands; and I 
am sure your book, ‘‘Four Hundred Years of Free- 
thought,” will be the most appropriate and attractiv 
souvenir of the Columbian year that could possibly be 
offered to the Liberal public. I trust our friends 
throughout the world will respond liberally in behalf of 
our Congress and yourself. Of course, I am a sub- 
scriber. May fortune bless you. 

Henry Bird, president of Newark Liberal League, 
writes: 

I invested a dollar a few days since in copies of your 
new book, ‘‘ Religion a Curse,” etc. I know I shall re- 
quire many more copies, for it is a capital thing to drop 
into the hands of any thinking person who is not entirely 
lost to reason. ; i 

I find the harvest is getting riper and riper, and Free- 
thought is gathering them in. I send check for your - 
“square of Freethought,” which will no doubt cover 
every side of the question. 

My Pacific coast friend, A. Schell, says: 

Of course, I would not neglect the opportunity of ac- 
quiring a work of so much importance. 

Joseph Haigh, who wrote the song “ Why Don't 
God Kill the Devil?” and now writes “The Devil 
Never Lies,” givs us his heterodox blessing : 

I will take your new book, ‘‘ Four Hundred Years of 
Freethought.” Iam sure it will be interesting reading— 
more 80 than all the years of the Dark Ages; Those who 
hav read your letters in the Liberal papers know that 
you can write a good book. 
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T. Theo. Colwick, of Texas, writes : 


Lawrence Hoffma. - . Josephine Tilton. 


Lectures and Meetings. 


; . L. A J N ; 
I na hav pon bodk, and trust you will do ample jus- Mra. 1 Langley Charles Coney PRELIMINARY to the International Congress, a series of 
tice to the subject. C: J. Curtis, l Dr.C. k Mak, twelve copies. | meetings will be held at 517 W. Madison street (Henchel’s 
And Charles T. Hayden, of Arizona, does the | 10b»? I™and. Chas- Hans. Academy) during the month of September on Sunday 
right thing : i : Š John Kane. sonn J Dair evenings, under the auspices of the Chicago Secular 
; , , : . : s Union, the Freethought Federation, and the Ameri 
Mrs. Sallie D. Hayden, my wife, desires to be a sub- MELC Po Dr. S. Morse. Secular Union. On the first Sunday evening, Septaniber 
scriber for your book. She isa better worker for Free- | £- N A de wick, Sauire Ralfe. 3d, John R. Charle th will lecturé: on. Septemb 
POuebrfhen pa but depend on me for the reserve Cte we $ A 10th Samuel P Poutasi a Sepiec bes fib Mrs M. 
orce. sen ; a $ : = J : > ; an 
A T. S. Frisbie. John Q. Carter. A. Freeman and Dr. Juliet Severance, and on Septemb 
$ - . ; ptember 
This is Woman’s Day of course. The “Four | Dr. R. Greer. W. F. Freeman. 24th President Beatty, of the Secular Union, and Judge 


Hundred Years ” will be a record of woman’s tri- 


umph. 


My old friend, Wm. J. Jones, of Utah, is quite 


enthusiastic. He says: 


If “Four Hundred Years of Freethought” were 
written on sheets of gold, the writing would be worth 
more than the sheets. The three words on the badge you 
sent me, ‘‘Freethought, Science, and Reason,” are more 


to me than all the universe. 


C. J. Curtis, of Pennsylvania, writes: 


It will be something that can be understood—no myth 


and no miracle. 


H. P. Marsh, author of the poem, “The Devil is 


Dead,” etc., says: 


I giv my whole time, so far as my health permits, to 
preaching the gospel of humanity. I shall start toward 
Chicago in time for the Congress. 
and a soldier, want the book, ‘‘Four Hundred Years of 


Freethought.” A glorious record indeed. 


Dr. Z. Coman, of Colorado, lifts the banner: 


Put me down for the book. We will hav a few dollars 
and a banner with a new design of Freethought on it to 
send to the Convention. The design is m 
want you to take a good look at it. 


R. Butterfield reminds me of California times as 


he sends in his good word: 


I may go to Chicago and be with you at the Congress. 
If I go, Mr. O. T. Davies will go also. 
Goodell, Henry Fickler, and R. Butterfield were out to 
visit O. T. Davies on Sunday, July 16th. We had a 
glorious time, I assure you. Five old Antichristian associ- 
ates were there. We only lacked our friend S. P. Put- 
nam to fill the bill and return thanks for the royal feast 


set before us. 


I wish I had been there, for I know what Mr. 
and Mrs. O. T. Davies can do in the way of Cali- 


fornia hospitality. 


These are some of the letters I hav received 
from all over the country. I hav now over one hun- 
dred and sixty names on the list. I want to double 
it before Congress. I hope that every friend who 
thinks of taking the book will write to me at once 
about it. I want to begin the publication immedi. 
ately, but I must hav the guarantee of two hundred 
names before I can do so. 
taking. It involves four months’ hard work on my 
part at least, besides the expense of the publication 
itself. There is not a greater field for the portrayal 
of human effort than the last four centuries. 
The task is an inspiring one, and when I know that 
I am supported by two hundred Liberal comrades 
from Maine to California, I can labor with infinitly 
greater zest. There is nothing like companionship 
in what wedo. I want to bring out all the wealth 
of Freethought there is in these four hundred 
years, and to do so I must devote myself to the 
work without any anxiety as to the financial out- 


come. 


With the splendid support I hav already received 
I feel ample encouragement for the future; but now 
is the time that I need a solid assurance of success, 
and I want every friend who is going to help me, 
to send the cheering message at once. 
hundred strong it won’t take a great while to make 
a regiment of co-workers, and a magnificent im- 


pulse will be given to Freethought. 


Address all communications after this to 17 
South Curtis street, Chicago, Ill., or, if more con- 
venient, send subscriptions to Taz Trura SEEKER 
Samue, P. Purwam. 


The following additional names hav been re- 


ceived since the list was last published : 


Geo. L. Pratt. 
A. B. Lemmox. 


Capt. C. Garner, two copies. L. K. Washburn, two copies. 


H. H. Wessel. 

H. Wettstein. 

Lars Hansen. 

Mrs. Sallie D. Hayden. 
-F, D. Rexford. . >- 
Capt. J. H. Handy, 
S. S. Sacket. 

8. F. Benson. 

Otto » ettstein. 

Geo. Schubert. 

Carry Fowler. 

Dr. F. Coman. 

H. P. Marsh. 

Parker Pillsbury. 

O. K. Harmon. 

J. F. Miles. 

O. Child. ; 
Capt, C. D. De Rudia. 
- M. G. Hewitt. 
J. S. Martin. 


‘Chas, Trotter. 


E. A. Haslett. 


Ann L. Farrington. 
M. S. Palmer. 
Wa. Jensen. 

Geo. H. Fowler. 
Susan H. Wixon. 
A. Schell. 

B. F. Robbins. 

J. C. MeMurrin. 
A. M. Stevens. 

Dr. W. Botsford. 
A. W. Brayton. 
Elias Steenerson, 
Geo. L. Robertson. 
E. C. Reichwold. 
Robert R. Jones. 
Mrs. S. B. Miller. 
Joseph Heigh, 

W. 8. Rodgers, 
John Hubbell. 

A. R. Woodhams, 


I, as a Freethinker 


yown and I 


Dr. Light, N. D. 


This is no slight under- 


With two 


Mr. and Mrs. A. K. Olds. 


Henry Bird. 
Thomas Salmon. 


Capt. G. Cox. 


John Hudson. N. B. Parnell. 
Charlotte Palm. T. Castello. 
T. H. Belcher. J. W. Castner. 
J. C. Sprong. John Kane. 


Mrs. F. L. Latour. 
Joel B. Parker. 
P. V. Wise. 


B. A, Roloson. 
John Dayton. 
M. S. Hayhurst. 
O. P. Platter. 


Dr. Holland’s Failings. 


In reading Mr. Remsburg’s admirable book, 
“Abraham Lincoln: Was He a Christian?” my at- 
tention was attracted to the expression which Dr. 
J. Q. Holland made to an Illinois friend of Mr. 
Lincoln’s, who informed him that the subject of his 
contemplated biography was not a Christian, and 
the less said about that matter the better: ‘Oh, 
never mind; J’ll fix that.” The readers of Scrib- 
ners Magazine will some of them remember an ar- 
ticle written by Dr. Holland, the editor, in reference 
to. an occurrence which took place in the city of 
New York, in which some of the readers of TuE 
Truru SEEKER were interested. : 

Mr. Bennett had completed his term of imprison- 
ment in Albany, and some of his friends had ar- 
ranged to giv him on his return to the city of his 
home a reception, which should testify to their 
faith in him as a good man and true. Many speak- 


were unable to gain admittance. Dr. Holland 


blot upon their reputation. When the Magazine 
appeared Mr. Wright wrote to the editor, asking 


ful reasons. Mr. Wright showed me the letter 
which he received in answer. It did not say “I'll 
fix it,” but the doctor said, “Why, Mr. Wright, I 
hav the highest respect for you, but we might differ 
somewhat in regard to giving a reception in such a 
case; but you know we editors never like to take 
back, or acknowledge ourselvs mistaken in what we 


Dr. Holland’s publications, and had supposed him 
at least truthful; but this letter always comes to 
my memory when I see his name. ; 

In the early days of the woman’s rights dis- 
cussions Dr. Holland was one of the editors of the 
Springfield Republican, and though he with other 


speech of mine in Springfield, a third of a column 


anything that woman might say on the public plat- 
form in the most ridiculous manner. We were 
called “ crowing hens,” and our meetings “hen con- 
ventions.” 

Perhaps these little anecdotes will not much in. 
terest the readers of Tne Trurs SEEKER, but some 
of us hav grown so old that we liv in reminiscences 
rather than in the events of the present. 

Hoping that the coming Freethought Convention 
may be a grand success, I am as ever yours, 

Syracuse, N. Y., Aug., 298. Lucy N. Corman. 


R. M. Casey. 

One more friend of Freedom bas passed away. 
R. M. Casey died Aug. 12, 293. He has been sick 
for years, from running a splinter in his wrist. 
But his love of freedom never wavered and he 
labored to the last to help educate people out of 
old fables, myths, and creeds, and into facts, real- 
ities, and living truths. 

His name as a contributor has been in our Liberal 
papers for many years. 

He was postmaster at Five Forks, S. C., and 
succeeded in getting the name of his office changed 
to Bruno, thus scoring a grand point for Liberal- 
ism. One more of the old standard-bearers has 
gone from us. May his memory remain green in 
our hearts. Affectionately, Avunr ELMINA. 


THERE are many hundred kinds of Christian re- 
ligion. Each one is the only one that is right, and 
individuals of each would gladly murder and burn 
all the others for God’s sake. 


ers were engaged, among them two women. One 
of them was myself; the late Hon. Elizur Wright 
was the chairman; the reception held in Chick- 
ering Hall, and an attendance so large that many 


characterized the assemblage as an “apotheosis of 


dirt ;” said the women who allowed themselvs to 
take part in that service would liv to regret it as a 


him to repudiate the article or sustain it with truth- 


publish.” I had been something of an admirer of 


editors found a good deal to criticise in the agita- 
tion, he at that time gave a pleasant notice of a 


in that paper. Then it was the fashion to report 


Waite. The object of these meetings is to create an in- 
terest in the coming Congress. I+ is hoped that all visit- 
ing Liberals who cannot attend the Congress will make a 
special effort to attend these meetings. Tux TRUTH 
SEEKER and the Jnvestigator will be for sale at these 
meetings, and Liberal books and pamphlets. It will be 
a splendid opportunity to cultivate acquaintance, 

J. E. Remssure will lecture in Michigan during the 
month of September. His appointments as far as ar- 
ranged are as follows: 


Dorr, Aug. 31) Gagetown, Sept. 16, 17 
Muskegon, Sept. 1| Port Huron, ae 18 
Ravenna, ss 2, 3 | Rochester, as 19 
Hubbardston, ‘‘ 4) Northville, te 20 
Howard City, aed 5) Tipton, H 21 
Elk Rapids, . 6, 7, 8| Mongo (Ind.), 22 
Traverse City, ‘ 9, 10; La Grange(‘‘), ‘ 23 
Harriette, 11, 12, 18| Lawton, Sa 24, 25 
Mt. Pleasant, ‘‘ 14, 15! Benton Harbor, ‘ 26 


Miss VOLTAIRTINE DE OLEYRE will lecture for Friendship 
Liberal League, Philadelphia Hall, Broad and Wood 
streets, Sunday evening, 7:30 P.M., August 27th. Sub- 
ject, ‘‘ The Pope’s New Encyclical to the World.” Lib- 
erals throughout the vicinity are cordially invited to 
come and hear this very interesting lecture.—Geo. Long- 
ford, Secretary. 


Cares Warrs will be in Montreal on the 26th. He ex- 
pects to lecture there September 2d, at Toronto Septem- 
ber 10th and 17th, and at Grand Rapids, Mich., Septem- 
ber 24th. His address while in Toronto will be care 
Allan Woodhouse, 5 Wilton Crescent. We notice by the 
London Freethinker that Mr. Foote will not visit us this 
year, He says: ‘‘I hav now to state something with 
respect to the Chicago delegation. It will be obvious 
that the subscriptions received are far from sufficient to 
pay the expenses of two delegates to the International 
Freethought Congress. Mr. Watts offers to stay in Eng- 
land, and do all he can for me in my absence, if I go to 
America myself; but, in the existing state of our party’s 
affairs, my presence in England is the more necessary 
during the next few months. Circumstances are such at 
present, indeed, that I hardly think I could go to 
America even if I had a few hundred spare guineas jing- 
ling in my pocket. Some will perhaps say, ‘ Well, why 
hav any delegation at all?’ I answer that our American 
brethren hav Set their hearts on having a representation 
from England. Mr. Watts will go, therefore, nnd I may 
be abe to meet the American Freethinkers next year, or 
the year after.” 


WHEREVER Capt. R. C. Adams goes there will the ban- 
ner of Freethought be raised. ‘This summer he is at Nel- 
son, B. C., looking after mining and other property in 
which te is interested. The following, from the Kaslo- 
Slocan Examiner, tells the rest of the story: ‘‘A large 
and attentivy audience gathered in the Hotel Slocan 
dining-room last Saturday evening to listen to Capt. 
Robert Adams's lecture on the subject of ‘Modern 
Thought.’ Itwas an impromptu meeting, the outgrowth 
of an argument which occurred in the lobby of the Hotel 
Slocan, when Mr. Adams volunteered to express his opin- 
ions on Freethought publicly, and it became generally 
known throughout town that there would be a lecture in 
the hotel dining-room. The lecture was a clear, forceful 
presentation of the opinions of a learned, thoughtful 
scholar. The speaker argued from the most advanced 
theory of evolution, depicting the wonderful changes 
that had taken place since this world first assumed its 
globular form, contending that the old biblical theory of 
the world being made in six days could not possibly be 
correct, stating that the era of man in this world only 
occupied about 1-200 part of the world’s existence. He 
quoted Darwin’s theory of the evolution of man, and 
compared the embryo of man with the embryo of the 
world previous to man’s inception; he referred to the 
Bible as ‘an excellent collection of ancient literature,’ 
and declared that ‘ignorance is the source of all evil.’ 
He asserted that owing to the teachings of the Bible men 
hav become the slaves of two tyrants, the altar and the 
throne, and that the present agitations of capital and 
labor were due to that source. He said that the poverty 
of the many and the immense wealth of the few were at- 
tributes of the preaching of contentment and of supersti- 
tion. Before taking his seat the speaker invited anyone 
that so desired to speak, as the question was open for dis- 
cussiou. A number of poignant questions were asked by 
the Rev. Martin, the Rev. Nettle, and others, all of which 
were answered more or less satisfactorily. The utmost 
good nature prevailed throughout, and when the meet- 
ing finally broke up everyone felt that they had benefited 
by being present,” 

i 
Seno for catalog of our publications. Sent free 


on application. 
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Letters of Friends.’ 


Cannot Get Along Without His Helper in 
Seeking Truth. 
Conrax, Wasu., Apr. 14, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: Please find inclosed $5 for 
my subscription for two years, as I eould 
not get along without Taz TRUTH SEEKER. 
It is splendid. Three cheers for Heston. 
Wishing you success, I remain yours 
truly, a solid Freethinker, 
Hiram Hort. 


A Distributor of Literature. 
; Exguart, Mo., May 30, 1898. 
Mr. Environ: Send me ‘‘ Mistakes of 
Moses,” and ‘* What Must We Do To Be 
Saved?” by the same author. Please send 
me with them a few of the lists of Inger- 
soll’s works to distribute. I think many 
would get them if they knew where to 
send. 
I am a Populist and a Freethinker, and 
I think a person cannot be the first long 
` without being the second. E. E. Lzso. 


Anything to Uproot Orthodoxy. 
Texas, Mion., July 3, 1893. 
Mr. Eptror: I hav taken your paper for 
over fifteen years, although I am an 
avowed Spiritualist. I find much truth 
and good sense, that feed my desire for 
historical facts. You are right as far as 
you go, but the phenomena of Spiritual- 
ism do occur. It cannot be denied. 
I think you know more about it than you 
tell the readers of Taz TRUTH Serer. 
Let everyone work in his or her proper 
channel. Anything to uproot orthodoxy 
of the present day—or as they should be 
called, a set of religious hogs. 
L. S. Burpiog. 


Obituary. 

Norrs Coos RIVER, ORE., Aug. 5, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: On Tuesday night, June 
20, 1898, Mr. William Vincamp died at his 
home in Alleghany, on North Coos river. 
He was a kind friend to both Christians and 
Liberals, and being one of the oldest Lib- 
erals in this community his death is sin- 
cerely regretted by all. He had been for 
many years, and was at the time of his 
death, a subscriber to THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
His obsequies were conducted by W. W. 
R. Glenn, a constant reader of your paper 
and a stanch friend of the cause. 

He leaves a widow and two sons, who 
hay the heartfelt sympathy of friends in 
this their sad bereavement. 

Miss Mur Diss. 


The Truth Seeker in the Army. 
Fort Sinz, O. T., March 31, 1893. 

Mr. Epiror: My TRUTH SEEKER of 
March 4th was lost, or rather misplaced, 
and got into Company C 18th Infantry 
mail. Some bigot got it, and not being 
satisfied to let others read if, threw it 
away. Some of the boys found it and 
were attracted by the picture on the first 
page. Several of them read ‘‘ What I 
Know About God ” and at once hunted up 
Joe Gunther—a stanch Infidel and sub- 
scriber to Tue TRUTH Srexur—for more 
‘light on the subject.” He and I gave 
them several books to read and hay 
‘opened the eyes” of two of them. So 
you see my lost number did more good 
than if I had got it myself. 

Wishing you and Tue TRUTH SEEKER 
success, I am, Yours, etc., 

Wit C. Graves. 


That Was Hard on Christianity. 
CLARE, PA., July 11, 1898. 

Mr. Eprror: I sent you a postal order 
about the middle of June of $1.50, at the 
time thinking I might get a new subscriber 
to go in with me; but I hav failed so far, 
so please to apply that $1.50 on Tux 
TRUTH SEEKER and forward it to me for 
the next six months. 

It makes me feel proud to hear that the 
stars and stripes, the flag of our country, 
are hung out to the breeze over the 
World’s Fair on Sunday. I am one of the 
boys that helped to make that flag free. 
I served three years at the front in the late 
war in Company B, Seventy-sixth Penn- 
sylvania Volunteers, and can say I feel 
proud over helping to set our flag free, and 
also over four million slaves we made free. 
That was rather hard on the Bible and 
Christianity. But down with the traitors 


and up with the stars and stripes is my | church-houses we shall hav only schools | creation. 


motto until all is made free. 
Yours most respectfully in Liberalism, 
G. W. Urnmson. 


A Fine Society Doing Finely. 
Ersmore, CAL., July 5, 1893. 

Mz. Epiror: Since writing you of the 
formation of our Society of Science, 
Literature, and Art, we hav made good 
progress. We hay purchased a hall in 
Elsinore for $700 which cost not less than 
$3,000 in 1887. We had a great ‘‘ boom” 
in Elsinore at that time and although 
Elsinore is located on the shores of the 
only Jake in southern California and has 
183 hot and cold mineral springs in the 
center of town, yet the reaction after the 
boom was so great that fine houses and 
lots can be bought for almost any price. 
The other day I saw a miner trade a buck- 
skin broncho worth $20 to $30 for a house 
and lot, which was probably worth $1,500 
or more during the boom days; afew days 
later he traded it for a span of desert 
mules and was happy. We get our hall 
on the building and loan plan, In other 
words, we pay a very small rent and at the 
end of seven years our hall is paid for. 

W. F., Jamieson and wife are expected 
here in August to make their home with 
us on account of Mrs. Jamieson’s health as 
well as their desire to liv where there is a 
society of believers in science. 

. F. H. HEALD. 


Wishes to Sell Freethought Works. 
Lewisport, Ky., July 4, 1898. 

Mr. Eprror: I see in your paper of 
June 17th an advertisement of ‘‘ Design 
Argument Fallacies,” price fifteen cents. 
Inclosed is $1; please send me the worth 
of my $1, as you say it is the necessary 
thing. 

On the 18th of June the Courier- 
Journal had a discourse by Rabbi A. 
Moses on ‘‘ Religion and Science.” I hope 
you hay seen it. A goodly number of my 
religious friends—some of them not over- 
religious—thought this rabbi had hit the 
mark exactly. I hav never seen argument 
more fallacious. He did grind his ax 
well for Christian patronage, which he will 
get. The clergy are much in his interest, 
as well as he in theirs. Itisa shame that 
one so well learned should prostitute him- 
self for gain. He says, ‘‘the priests of 
Atheism.” Where did he get this word 
Atheism? What is a rabbi good for? 
Nothing, like the priest—to keep the 
masses in a muddle. GEORGE SMITE. 

P.S.—I am going to try my luck at sell- 
ing this book for fifteen cents. IfI suc- 
ceed I will send again and again. It is the 
thing. Colonel Ingersoll’s works and 
others can be sold, I think, in great num- 
bers. G. 8. 


Believes in Hell, Heaven, and Devils. 
SONORA, MEX., June 25, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: I hay paid attention to the 
letter of Mr. Dugald McDonald, and if 
you will let me giv you my opinion I will 
tell you with Thomas Paine: ‘‘Jesus 
Christ was a good and virtuous man,” and 
now he does not make any evil, conse- 
quently I do not believe that he is the 
head devil according as the above-. 
mentioned gentleman says. And yet I 
believe that there are a hell, a heaven, 
and a great many devils; but I believe 
that the hell is the superstition, ignorance, 
and fanaticism of men; the heaven is 
the liberty, freedom, and science; and the 
pope is the grand devil or the head devil; 
and all the priests and preachers are the 
little devils, for they hav made and still are 
making a great mischief in the world. I 
do not think that they are trying to con- 
quer this world of ours, to make it a 
world of devils in place of angels; but 
they hav conquered it many centuries 
ago; this conquest took place when the 
Inguisition dominó and esclavisé á la 
humanity ; but fortunately for us that 
time is past, because in this century many 
a country has broken the chain of slavery 
with which religion has tied them, and 
there are many Freethinkers. I think 
that the best champions we hay are the 
Truth Seeker Company and that of Æl 
Combate (journal of Freethought in Mex- 
ico). Ithink also that they are doing all 
they can to save the world from all these 
devils, and some day there shall be no re- 
ligion in this world, and instead of 


and colleges to worship science, liberty, 
and truth. Then everyone may say with 
Christ: ‘The kingdom of heayen has 
come.” Ianacio HERNANDEZ. 


We Are So Meek That We Think It a 
Privilege to Get a Hearing. 
New Camorra, Kan., June 18, 293. 

Mr. Eprror: We wish to thank Rev. Mr. 
Wood for very kindly giving his permis- 
sion to allow us to reply to his brother 
minister, Rev. Mr. Mucklow, through the 
Salina Union, of which J. C. Cobb is 
editor, because notwithstanding that Mr. 
Cobb is known asa gentleman of Liberal 
tendencies he would not hav allowed a 
reply without the consent of the denomi- 
nation to which Mr. Mucklow belonged, 
and that too when Mr. Mucklow had 
made an attack on the class of people to 
which we belong. In this case was not 
Mr. Cobb willing to submit to a censor- 
ship of the press with a vengeance? 

And in order to test Mr. Cobb, inas- 
much as Mr. Mucklow had made an attack 
through his columns on our class, we 
turned his right as it were and made a 
counter march or attack, which Mr. Cobb 
did not publish. Perhaps he failed to get 
Mr. Wood’s permission again. What is 
called the secular press is. supposed to be 
impartial to all classes, except what they 


‘announce as their platform of principles, 


and we will never get our rights until we 
insist on them or withdraw our support 
from such periodicals. What we want to 
do is to so conduct ourselvs that the 
market will be overstocked with such 
weak-kneed sheets, then we will command 
respect. Liberals are as much to blame 
for this state of affairs as anybody. They, 
many of them, lack the backbone to insist 
on their right, and many of them pay $10 
to the church where they pay $1 to the 
Liberal cause. How long at this ratio 
will it take for Liberals to accomplish 
equal and exact justice? Creep and crawl 
and the world will walk over you, stand 
stern and erect and it will sooner or later 
giv you your share of the road. 
Joun W. ABBOTT. 


He Knows That the Universe Is the Rev- 


. elation of God, but Does Not Know: 


That the Bible Is. - 

New Yorks, N. Y., July 7, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: I expected before now to 
send one or two subscribers for Tu 
TRUTH SEEKER, but they hav some excuse 
to offer, although they are able to pay. 
They are afraid to let it be known that 
they are Freethinkers. They say it is 
popular to be a Christian, a Roman Cath- 
olic, and a skeptic is despised—‘‘ although 
I believe,” said one, ‘‘the almighty to be 
as nature represents him, and I do notand 
cannot believe in any creed or book which 
pretends to reveal his character as other- 
wise than merciful and good. The Chris- 
tian churches declare that the Bible 
teaches, and they believe, or at least ad- 
mit, that God in the future state will end- 
lessly torment myriads of the creatures 
whom the suggestions of his own infinit 
wisdom and benevolence called into being. 
The character of the deity is wholly in- 
compatible with the teachings of the book 
of nature. The books contradict each 
other, and therefore only one can be true. 
Now, I know the world to be the handi- 
work of the almighty, consequently I be- 
lieve its teaching in preference to the in- 
consistent dogmas of a work whose claims 
to divine origin and authority are, to 
say the least, in my mind extremely ques- 
tionable. This,” said he, ‘‘is the princi- 
pal reason for believing as I do.” 

And this, I fear, is the state of many 
minds. They are afraid of being known 
as Liberal Freethinkers. So you see it is 
difficult for one to obtain subscribers. 
The Liberal press has of late done a great 
deal of good in causing people to think 


‘and examin for themselvs, and when the 


fashion of being a Christian leaves them 
they then will come out for Freethought 
and Liberal principles. 

Hammer away, Mr. Editor, with THE 
TRUTH SEEKER. Our congregation are 
few, but thay hay reason and common 
sense in their brains, which will ultimately 
triumph. 

Reason is the noblest attribute of man. 
It is this which raises him above the brute 


Therefore we should never 
hesitate to employ if in our searches after 
truth. S. R. THORNE. 


Sunday Persecution. 
Fort Worts, Tex., July 22, 1893, 

Mr. Eptror: I herein inclose a clipping 
from to-day’s Gazette, which explains it- 
self : 

OAN A MAN SAVE HIS CORN ON SUNDAY? 

A case was tried before Judge Johnson 
in the county court last week, which, 
from its nature, was of more than passing 
interest. It was that of the state of Texas 
vs. J, L. Crane, indicted for working on 
Sunday. 

Mr. Crane is an attorney of this city, 
and has a farm some four or five miles 
outin the country. Work in the courts 
kept him busy during the spring, and 
when one Saturday afternoon, he took a 
run out to the farm, he found the cuckle- 
burrs taking the corn and the ground 
hardening so fast it would soon be too late 
to work it. He shouldered a hoe and 
made the boys do the same and attacked 
the burrs on Sunday morning, workin, 
until about 4 o’clogk in the afternoon, an 
saved the corn. The last grand jury in- 
dicted him for violating the Sabbath 
in so unholy a manner. On trial last 
week these facts were brought out, but 
the jury brought in a verdict of guilty, 
assessing a fine of $10. Judge Johnson 
set the verdict aside and dismissed the 
case, holding that the finding of the jury 
was contrary to the evidence and the law. 

We liv in a city where we can see a 
steeple in any direction rise from the 
earth as a Monument on sacred grounds 
where hypocrisy congregates to thank the 
omnipotent absurdity that his dreaded 
disasters hav been sent to heathen lands, 
and that his followers are still blessed 
with the privilege topersecute honest men. 
In case he is so kind as to remember his. 
loved ones in this Christian land and send 
a deadly cyclone, his servants do not for- 
get to drop on their knees and thank God 
that he has neglected them. They can 
subscribe $2.50 or $5, and see their names 
in the daily periodicals for two weeks. 
But for all that Judge Johnson (who I un- 
derstand is a church-member) overruled 
the verdict and let the transgressor of 
God's holy laws go, and stood up like a 
man and decided in behalf of justice, rea- 
son, and humanity. 

You will hearfrom me soon again in re- 
gard to some of the reverend gentlemen. 
Ihay a great many newspaper clippings 
of their misconduct in this vicinity, which 
I intend to mail you as soon as I write the 
explanations of them. T. L, Fisaer. 


Electricity Is God. 


Mr. Tazor, ORE., Aug. 13, 1898. 

Mr. Epiror: I hav often heard the. 
question, What is God or the ruling 
power? but hav never heard it answered 
and supported by what I deem logical or 
reasonable argument. While I do not 
believe in any of the old Christian dogmas 
Ido believe some of the writera of the 
Bible had some vague idea of what I be- 
lieve to be the ruling power or God. I 
hava theory that I hav never seen ad- 
vanced, and would like to put it before 
the minds of thinking people. I know a 
great deal better how to do ahard day’s 
work than I do to write an article for pub- 
lication. Nevertheless I cannot but be 
zealous in the cause of Freedom and 
Progress. Hence this letter. 

I believe Electricity to be the ruling 
power, and will endeavor to support my 
theory and show wherein it is hinted at in 
the Bible. In the beginning man made 
God in his own image; as he, man, was 
the highest type of life, men could not 
put God any higher for the simple reason 
they could not shape him. Here is their 
trinity, electricity the Father, time the 
Son, and space the Holy Ghost. All are 
without beginning or end. Hence, their - 
three-headed, singular, plural, omnipo- 
tent, omnipresent God. ` 

They felt the power of this electric 
God. They heard his voice in the thunder 
and saw his wrath in the lightning. He 
was there, a power, a something, and had 
to hay shape. Electricity is in all and 
through all. Without it there could be no 
life. It holds all the planets in their re- 
spectiv places. In it we hay heat, cold 
light, and motivy power. Through it we 
convey voice, matter, and expression of 
thought; light our streets; murder our 
criminals. We see the halo of light about 
the head and hands of magnetic healers 


and Spiritualist mediums. The land, sea, 
and air is one grand ‘network of electric 
currents. Electricity connects everything 
in life. Every sound goes out and floats 
like the germs of life on this grand electric 
sea, and under certain circumstances can 
be reproduced. Electricity is almighty. 
It is God, the creator of all, yea, life 
itself. Ican in my own vague way con- 
nect it with everything in the past and 
present. And I will trust to evolution and 
men of brains to look out for the future. 
My wife and I both belong to the Secu- 
lar Church of Portland, and we are doing 
what we can to do away with the Christian 
God and kill their devil. When that is 
done Progress will commence. 
Yours for Truth and Progress, 
J. B. Hoss. 


Pleasant Dying Thoughts, ----—- 
Cuariavorx, Mion., July 2, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: I notice that my subscrip- 
tion expires on the 7th inst. You will find 
inclosed a post-office order for renewal, 
which if the United States mail is prompt 
will reach you in due time. I would like 
to be as punctual in paying as your very 
valuable paper has always been in its ar- 
rival. Your paper I cannot think of doing 
without, for it has for these many years 
been my consolation in sickness and my 
inspiration in health. In sickness, when I 
thought that the end was drawing near, I 
hav been consoled by some of your cor- 
respondents’ pictures of the peaceful and 
dreamless sleep that awaited me, or again 
by some others who from another point of 
view would portray the wonders and beau- 
ties of the spirit world, where the seasons 
‘will be one eternal June, and we on sun- 
beams will ride through space and return 
to earth at the call of some medium, where 
we will hav a high old time, occasionally 
playing peekaboo from some mysterious 
cabinet in a darkened room. When I hay 
felt the inconvenience of poverty I hav 
been inspired by some one pointing to the 
good time coming, when the single-tax 
would do away with all poverty. Another 
one will knock out poverty by having the 
government issue direct to the people a 
certain amount of money per capita. 
Another, by knocking out government al- 
together and having a general divide-up. 
No more working for self-interest; all 
will be working for the general good and 
the welfare ‘of others. I am too old to 
ever expect to see any of these glorious 
times, and I fear that unless those who 
preach these different fads begin to prac- 
tice what they preach many generations 
will grow old and the good times be still in 
the distance. Nevertheless, the fact that 
we can denounce the government without 
fear of a dungeon, and ridicule religion 
without fear of the priest and his hereafter, 
are hopeful signs, and the glorious old 
TRUTH SEEKER affords such a fair field for 
a free intellectual fight, and so many able 
combatants avail themselvs of the priv- 
ilege, we can but say the world is advanc- 
ing. . We who stand back and take no part 
in the combat can say with the old farmer 
when his dog and the bear were fighting, 
‘Good dog! good bear!” i 

RoBERT MLER, 


The American Protectiv Association. 
SANDUSKY, O., July 29, 1893. 

Mr. Epitor: Iseein your issue of to- 
day an article under the head of “Only 
Freethinkers Can Properly Oppose Sect- 
ists.” In this article there appear some 
mistakes, which you will allow me as one 
of this Association to correct. 

You assert itis of Protestant composi- 
tion. It is not, nor does it exclude 
Protestants. It admits every man,. no 
matter what his creed may be, except 
Catholics. Iam an outspoken Infidel; and 
live working member of Toledo Council 
No. 15. Any man who loves his (this) 
country, who givs his allegiance to it with- 
out any mental reservation, is welcome 
within its folds. No matter if he be In- 
fidel, Agnostic, Materialist, or what not; 
if he loves our land, with its free schools 
and magnificent institutions of learning; 
if he is opposed to the church of Rome 
upon liberty of speech, press, and free 
education — he is virtually one of us, 
whether in our-councils or-not. 

I cannot make this communication more 
complete than by appending the written 3 
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principles of the A. P. A., and simply 
adding they now number about two mill- 
ion, and are having thousands of additions 
to their membership daily. The A. P. A. 
is a patriotic institution, solely and purely. 

Fraternally, Dr. Gro. H. Born. 
THE A. P. A, PRINCIPLES. i 


1. Nationality is nota bar to member- 
ship in the order. No man is asked where 
he was born. 

2. We interfere with no man’s partisan 
polities. 

3. We attack no man’s religion, so long 

as he does not attempt to make his religion 
an element of political power. 
. 4 We unite to protect our country and 
its free institutions against the secret, in- 
tolerant, and aggressiv efforts that are 
persistently being set forth by a certain 
religio-political organization to control 
the government of the United States and 
destroy our blood-bought civil and re- 
ligious liberty. 

5. We are in favor of preserving consti- 
tutional liberty and maintaining the gov- 
ernment of the United States. 

6. We regard all religio-political organ- 
izations as the enemies of civil and re- 
ligious liberty. 

7. Itis in our opinion unwise and unsafe 
to appoint or elect to civil, political, or 
military office in this country men who 
owe supreme allegiance to any foreign 
king, potentate, or ecclesiastical power, 
and who are sworn to obey such power. 

8. We are in favor of maintaining the 
principle of one general unsectarian free 
school organization, and will oppose all at- 
tempts to supplant it by any sectarian in- 
stitution. 

9. We are opposed to all attempts, local 
or national, to use public funds for any 
sectarian purpose. 

10. We are in favor of laws taxing all 
church property. 

11. We are in favor of changing our im- 
migration laws in such manner that they 
will protect our citizen laborers from the 
evil influences of cheap pauper and crim- 
inal labor, which through the instru- 
mentality of European propagandist so- 
cieties, and in this country by the aid of 
strikes and the subtle influence of priests, 
are rapidly supplanting our free and edu- 
cated American citizens in every line of 
industry. 

12. We believe there should be an edu- 
cational qualification to the electiv fran- 
chise that will require every ‘‘ American 
citizen” to be Americanized. 

18. We are in favor of putting into of- 
fice honest and true patriots, who are best 
qualified to fill the position, regardless of 
political parties. : ; 

14. We are willing to be governed by 
these principles in our future political 
action. 

15. Our mission is to awaken the people 
of free America from their lethargy, indif- 
ference, and over-confidence, ‘‘ Eternal 
vigilance is the price of liberty,” yet the 
Protestants of this republic hav ceased to 
be vigilant, and in conscious strength are 
either intently chasing the almighty dollar 
or quietly dozing, while we swiftly drift 
toward a more tremendous and terrible 
crisis than this country has yet known. 


Proposes a Home for Aged Freethinkers. 
Roouzster, N. Y., Aug. 3, 1898. 

Mr. Eprtor: From letters which hav 
been in Tuz TRUTH Ssexer at intervals 
lately it seems that many of the friends are 
thinking it desirable to build a monument 
-in honor of Colonel Ingersoll while he still 
livs. We hay all of us been born, brought 
or dragged up, as the case may hav been, 
under the dark shadow of Christian insti- 
tutions, and each of us has been marked in 
a greater or lesser degree by its influence, 
hence the idea as to what the monument 
should be will be apt to take very different 
and opposit forms. I cannot see myself 
how the building of a stone or bronze 
monument, or even a Freethought uni- 
versity, could add to his fame, for he is al- 
ready famous and has won for himself a 
glory of which no man or set of men can 
rob him. They cannot withdraw from 
circulation the books he has written or the 
lectures he has delivered. It might hav 
been done in times past, but it is too late 
in the day now. With reference to uni- 
versities, there are many things of much 
greater importance to us as Freethinkers 
than colleges of any kind. We should 
take these Christian institutions as ex- 
amples when we can. In Tue Troura 
SEEKER of July 29th Miss Wixon says it is 
hard to be aged, feeble, and suffering. 
Pathetic cases of trial and pain are on 
every hand. Such being the case, and 
many of them in our own ranks, some of 
which we may know and others of which 
we know not, it seems as though we should 
be able to do something to. alleviate such 


conditions, professing as we do to be not 
Christians but Humanitarians—and there 
is a wide distinction between the two. The 
Christians hav what is called a home for 
the friendless, where an old lady who is 
able to pay $200 can be secure of a home 
the remainder of her life, under certain 
rules and restrictions. I think we might 
be able to do something in this line by 
building a home for old people in the 
West, as our friend Marcia Goff suggested. 
It might be for either single men or 
women, or for old married people who hay 
no home, no one to soothe, comfort, or 
appreciate them for what they hav done in 
the past. Many in the beginning of their 
loneliness might possess several hundred 
dollars, and in some cases more, which 
they doubtless would hav been glad to in- 
vest in such a home, instead of being com- 
pelled to mope in a corner in the house of 
some person who did not want them, or 
closed up in some Christian institution 
subject to its restrictions and its require- 
ments. I can see where such a home 
would be of great advantage to the cause 
of Freethought. It might be built large, 
convenient, and with all the modern im- 
provements, without any nonsensical show 
about it. Many of the class of persons to 
whom I refer would be both able and will- 
ing to do much of the work which would 
be required themselvs. I hav been ac- 
quainted during the past sixty years with 
many Freethinkers. They all of them hay 
been persons depending on the wage sys- 
tem or in some small way of business for 
a living, where the dread of failure is ever 
hanging over them like the sword of 
Damocles in this mad race of competition. 
Imagin the comfort the thoughts of such 
a home would be to such a class of persons 
who, when they could no longer keep up 
with the business procession, would re- 
joice to think a retreat had been provided 
for them, where the few hundreds or thou- 
sands they might hav been able to acquire 
would secure for them a quiet home for 
the remainder of their lives among persons 
holding similar thoughts and feelings as 
themselvs. To such an establishment 
might also be added a home for the orphan 
children of Freethinkers, where they 
would receive a good education free from 
superstition, and thus he prevented from 
becoming inmates of Catholic or Protest- 
ant protectories. Many parents hay to 
suffer hours of unhappiness when those 
common occurrences of sickness or lack of 
employment overtake them, thinking what 
would become. of their children should 
they hav to die and leave them. I think 
there are very few fathers or mothers who 
would not be willing to make sacrifices if 
such were needed to assist in building up 
such an institution. The greatest good for 
the greatest number, and those who need 
it the most, is what we should ever bear 
in mind. 

With much respect, I remain, as ever, 

The friend of Justice and Freethought, 

Rota BRETTELL, 


Thinks This Stock a Profitable Invest- 
ment. x 
Boston, Mass., July 27, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: I hav taken Tim Trora 
SELKER from its start, having previously, 
and some time after, taken the Boston 
Investigator. 

I hav written at various times, and you 
hay published my articles—say in THe 
TRUTH SEEKER of July 26, 1879, about 
‘Sun Worship.” And that same year I 
sent D. M. Bennett $13 to help him in his 
trial against what I thought to be unjust 
charges. You also published my articles 
Oct. 19, 1889, and Nov. 19, 1889, about 
‘The Discovery of America,” etc. You 
know me well enough. I would not giv 
two cents for a clear title to the Christian 
heaven, signed: by Jehovah, Jesus, and 
the Holy Ghost three in one. Lastly, I 
wrote about two months ago about the 
‘Lone Star Cotton Picker,” the office 
of which is at 31 Milk street, Boston, 
and the factory at Waco, Tex. Now, 
there are four and perhaps more so-called 
cotton-picking machines, and whichever 
one is the best as now made, or as im- 
proved in the near future, will make, in 
my opinion, enormous sums of money for 
the stockholders and the public. My prin- 
cipal reason for thinking that the Boston 
machine is the best, is on account of the 
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remarkably efficient mechanism, which I 
hav seen and examined, and I am sure it 
will do the work well, and not injure the 
cotton plant, which must be picked three 
times, as the plant grows from Sep- 
tember to December. It was nothing 
against this company, but in my view 
rather favorable, when I was told that the 
president of the company, Col. E. J. Gur- 
ley, of Waco, Tex., was a planter, with 
six thousand acres of cotton land, and is a 
Freethinker, like Colonel Ingersoll or you 
and me, And when I saw the picture of 
the Wallis-Lispenard cotton-picker adver- 
tised in a whole page in the New York 
Sunday World about three or four weeks 
ago, and I had a detailed description of it 
from my correspondent in New York, I 
made up my mind that, although it would 
pick some in the field, it would injure 
the plant so much that in my opinion 
planters ordinarily would not allow it to 
be used in their fields except at the third 
picking in December, and that it never 
would be an economical machine. When 
I found by inspection of their circular, 
that the larger part of their principal 
officers and board of directors had Jewish 
names, it did not make it any more at- 
tractiv to me. 

A third machine which I hav seen a 
picture of, with explanations, I did not 
judge to be any better than the Wallis- 
Lispenard machine. In fact, I would not 
buy stock in either of their companies on 
account of the faulty mechanism of their 
machines, : 

I wrote my first article, not to make any 
profit, but to let your subscribers hav an 
inkling, so that each could make inquiry 
and investigation for himself as I did, and 
if they should buy at all, they could pur- 
chase with their eyes open and not at a 
mere venture. The cotton market is now 
so large and some machine in so great a 
demand that the owners of stock in what 
shall prove to be the best one will receive 
enormous dividends, I therefore would 
like to hav the Truth Seeker Company 
own at least one share of the Lone Star 
Cotton Picker Company’s stock. I will 
therefore contribute $2 toward the $10— 
the price of one share at par value. The 
New York machine preferred stock, par 
value $100, is offered at $85 per share. I 
would not giv anything toward giving a 
share of that to the paper. 

I am in fair condition financially, hav- 
ing say $2,000 laid up, with no debts, and 
I never failed in business. E. George & 
Co., 28 South street, New York, hav 
known me for years. 

If any subscribers to Taz TRUTH SEEKER 
choose to send me $1 or $2 each to make 
up the sum, I will buy the share for the 
Truth Seeker Company and send it with 
the understanding that the company shall 
keep it at least three years, when I con- 
fidently expect it will pay much larger 
dividends than the ten per cent (stock) 
dividend it paid in January. If more 
than enough is contributed to giv this 
share as above, then we will giv Watson 
Heston a share, and after him one to Miss 
Wixon, of Tue Trora SEEKER children’s 
column. An object like this is much 
better than giving to a church. 

As I expect the Lone Star Company 
will advance its price of shares in a month 
or 80, in case they do so and the shares are 
not bought, I will repay the money (if any) 
sent to the contributors, or send it to the 
Truth Seeker Company, to be credited on 
their account. 


The Lone Star Cotton Picker Company 
will havin the Texas exhibit in the World’s 
Fair in Chicago, on the 1st of May next, a 
space of from thirty to fifty yards long to 
show how the cotton picker works. Every 
pleasant day during the Fair, ata specified 
time, the machine will pick precisely as in 
the fields the cotton from along row of 
cotton plants placed in planks prepared for 
the purpose. Tens of thousands of these 
plants, with the cotton bolls on them, hav 
been taken up and boxed, enough to last 
for a trial each day until the new crop 
comesin. Of course they will not sell the 
stock at the same price they do now. 

Whether Taz TRUTH SEEKER or Mr. 
Heston or Miss Wixon gets anything out 
of it, depends on whether you hav any 
other subscribers who will contribute a 
fair share toward it or not. 

Haney N, STONE. 
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Children’s Gorner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wreon, Fall 


River, Mass., to whom all Communica- . 


tions for this Corner should be sent, 


“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
é When the night da beginning O lower, 
e in the day’s occupations 
That is nown as the Children’s Hour.” 


tt 


That Terrible Cyclone. 


It was a hot, still summer day, 
When everything was at rest; 

Out in the field of fresh-mown hay 
Are Robert and his guest. 


They do not see the lowering cloud 
That dips adown the west,’ 

But are only talking of the crowd 
Which meets on the sidehill crest. 


Said Robert: “I take Gertrude Mundrane, 
And lots of fun we'll hav; 

We will ride down the grassy lane 
And will keep up qnite a gab.” 


Said his guest. “I'll take Miss Fannie Ral— 
She will meet me at the gate; 

I never saw such a pretty gal— 
But I must hurry oY be late.” 


There is a crash of thunder, 
The clouds roll, oh, so fast, 
Boards and trees are torn asunder; 
The boys think ’tis their last. 


High in tbe air houses are seen— 
` Everything is in a whirl— 
And there is a little dog so lean, 
And Robert sees his girl. 


In a moment ‘tis over— 
This terrible cyclone— 

And the boys are safe in the city of Dover, 
Where they had been blown. 


Robert and Gertrude are happy, 
For they are married to-day; 
But the guest, he feels pretty fiappy, 
For his girl was blown away. 
Erva M. WILSON. 
<i 


The True Story of Dog Duke. 


A woodchuck by the wall lay dead, 

“ Beat for a beet,” the gardener said. 
The children come with curious eyes. 
The growling dog would claim the prize; 
Small ears, a dusky coat. large paws— 
They stole a beet against the laws. 

“ He’s ritty if he was alive,” 
Says Madeline, whose years are five. 

“ I knew before,” says little Nat, 

“ A woodchuck is some like a cat.” 
The gardener spoke—‘* Good-bye, old foe; 
Your carcass in the ditch TH throw.” 

“ Oh, don’t!” with sudden thought cried Jim, 

“ Like a true knight we’ll bury him.” 


Jim rattled out his new green cart, 
Dog Duke was ready for his part; 

In captain’s sash of gold and red 

He proudly marched behind the dead. 
Nat tooted on a shining horn, 

And Jimmy was 8 whistler born; 

The hymn was ‘ John Brown’s Body,” and 
Maddie strewed daisies with each hand. 
Yonder a lovely grave was made, 
Thanks to the gardener and his spade. 
So they, with honors nothing slight, 
Buried the body out of sight; 

Then stayed a monument to rear, 
Duke acting well the overseer. 


Next morning, out the garden gate— 
Just where Sir Rodent met his fate— 
Dog Duke barked, clawed, ran to and fro, 
Capered in glee and would not go; 
And when at last the vhildren come 
To find what means their playmate dumb, 
Behold a neighbor's cat laid low, 
Made ready for a funeral show! 

“ Bad dog.” they cried, ‘* what hav you done? 
Killed Pussy Gray to hav more fun! 
We do not like you. Go away. 
There’ll be no funeral here to-day.” 
Tre wondering brute, with look profound, 
Wulks disappointed from the ground. 

Lavinia 8. GOODWIN. 
~<a 


Legend.—Continued. 


“Do you pray?” inquired a miserly 
Christian of Seth. 

Said Seth: ‘‘ Those who put this ques- 
tion are generally cruel and selfish Chris- 
tians, without compassion or sympathy, 
living in luxury, flinging hard speeches 
into the faces of the poor every time they 
meet them; blaming them fiercely for be- 
ing poor and helpless; drawing them into 
some wretched corner to die, without a 
polite or lovely word to cheer them when 
the gates of joy should be opened to them. 
Every day the heart should be cheered by 
messages of Christian love and kind con- 
tributions, to prevent their sinking deep 
into an abyss of wretchedness and ruin.” 

‘Behold he prayeth.” Does he expect 
an imaginary god to alter the nature of 
things because imagination raises the heart 
above its natural level? Does he ask for 
radical changes, which are only brought 
about by disintegration and destruction? 
Is prayer a dynamic force in nature? 


When men want changes they appeal to 
natural means, not supernatural power, 
with incantations, which are now rel- 
egated to the garret with the dream-book 
and horseshoe. 

‘You pray,” said Seth, ‘‘to the God of 
Bible inspiration. Samuel the prophet 
was inspired and an Anarchist when he 
beat Agag, an Amalekite prince, to smith- 
ereens because he dressed sacrifices with 
cod liver oil, or made some other foolish 
mistake. These prophets were sup- 
pressed, or we should be surrounded with 
wonders at the present-day. Human be- 
ings would be partially crazed, and at last 
disappear from the face of the earth.” The 
lions were so mild that they never winked 
when Daniel raised his green umbrella. 
The spirit of prayer is supposed to be 
magnetic, and should bring blessings from 
the fertil God, who is supposed to resem- 
ble the goddess Diana. ‘‘ Our God is full 
of fertility——” But this latter idea is 
left out from modern bibles. Baptism, 
with prayer, inspires people, and Rice, the 
great debater, remarks that conquerors 
had an enormous machine or squirt, which 
sprinkled thousands of prisoners. I know 
of wretched women now sick or torn to 
pieces by sewing-machines. Butpiety and 
prayer are not at their bedside; ‘‘they are 
found,” croaked the raven, with harsh and 
threatening intonation, ‘‘at the springs, 
picnic, or seashore—perhaps at Chautau- 
qua.” ÅLHAZA. 

Lexington, Ky., July 1, 1893. 

a a ts 
Correspondence. 


Newron, Mont., July 29, 1893. 

Drar Miss Wrxon: This is my first let- 
ter to the Corner. My father takes Tam 
TRUTH SEEKER, and I like to read the 
Children’s Corner. I am twelve years old, 
and I liv on a farm. I hav one sister and 
two brothers. There is no schol here 
this summer. I like to go to school very 


much. . 

Well, I will close my letter for this time. 
From your Liberal friend, 

Lorena Loverine. 

JEANNETTE, Pa., July 24, 1893. 
Drag Miss Wrixon: My first letter to 
the Children’s Corner. I’ma Freethinker. 
I hav three more brothers Freethinkers. 
My mother and father are Presbyterians, 
but they don’t believe in preaching, but 
believe in the book called the Bible. 
There are too many nonsensicalities for me. 


I read the good paper called Tae TRUTH 
SEKKER, and find it interesting; but not 
in the Bible. I like to read, but not non- 


sense. I would like one of our young 
Freethinkers to correspond with me. 

Wishing Taz TRUTH SEEKER the great- 
est success, Your friend, 

ALEX ADAMSON, 
Detmont, S, Dar., July 31, 1893. 

Dear Miss Wixon: It is my first attempt 
to write to the Corner. I enjoy reading 
the Children’s Corner very much, and am 
sorry when I see but few letters. I hav 
one sister—her name is Nellie. She is 
fifteen years old. My brothers’ names 
are Clarence and Ray. 

I am twelve years old. : 

Pa has taken Tae TRUTH SEEKER for 
about seventeen years, and thinks he 
could hardly do without it. 

There are not many Freethinkers here. 
I was to church Sunday, but got tired, the 
preacher preached solong. | 

As my letter is getting lengthy, I must 
close. If this escapes the wastebasket, I 
will write again. 

From your Liberal friend, 
. _ Enva May Wizson. 

P.S.—I hav written a short piece of 
poetry, which I will send to you. Itis 
my first attempt, and I hope you will 
print it. E. M. W. 


-a 
What the Little Ones Are Saying. 

A merchant put a sign of ‘‘Boy Wanted” 
in his window. The first applicant was an 
overgrown youth who inquired if he 
would do. 

**No, you are too large. I want a cheap 
boy to run errands.” l 

“I see,” answered the youth, ‘“‘you 
want a little one for a sent.” 

The merchant was so pleased with his 
wit that he gave him the place. — Detroit 
Free Press. 


On last Sunday a little fonr-year-old 
had difficulty in spending the day prop- 
erly. Not being allowed playthings she 
was restless and fretful, until finally she 
found her little toy iron and proceeded to 
amuse herself ironing her handkerchief. 

“Don’t you know that it is wrong to 


iron on Sunday?” reprovingly asked the 
mother when she discovered the child. 

“Well,” promptly rejoined the little 
girl, “don’t you s’pose God knows this 
iron’s cold?”— Columbus Dispatch. 


t Say, mamma, is heaven beautifuller 
than Aunt May’s parlor?” 

‘Oh! ever so much, Johnnie.” 

“ Well, then, I don’t want to go there.” 

“What! Why not?” 

‘Cause everything’ll be too good to sit 
on.” — Detroit Tribune. 


** Papa, didn’t you tell mamma we must 
economize?” — 

“I did, my son.” 

Well, I was thinking that mebby if 
you'd get me 1 pony I wouldn’t wear out 
so many shoes.” —Good News. 


Fine Hand-Made Violins. 


Made strictly on scientific principles. Best in 
the World for the Money. Fine Wood, Tools, and 
Trimmings for Violin-Maker:. Also. @ld and 
New Violins Repaired and RegYraduated at 
reason*ble prices. Square dealing. Address . 


6t29 J. COLLINGWOOD, Avery, Ia. 


CHOLERA, DIPHTHERIA, Dysentery, 
Piles, Quinsy, Catarrh. The Antidote for $1. 
Agents wanted. Dr. G.H. MILLER, 1,441 South 
Twelfth street, Denver, Col. 2028 


Books by Helen H. Gardener 


New Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 


Men, Women. and Gods, 


Introduction by 


ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 


Price, cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 
The Trade Supplied at Special Discounts. 


IS THIS YOUR SON, MY LORD? 


4 Fascinating Story of Radical Truths on 
Religion and Social Matters. 
Price. cloth. $1: paper, 50 cents. 


PRAY YOU, SIR, WHOSE 
DAUGHTER? 


A NEW NOVEL. 
Price, cloth, $1. | Paper, 50 cents. 


Pushed by Unseen Hands, 


SHORT STORIES. 
Price, cloth $1. | 


A Thoughtless Yes. 


CONT#NTS: 

A Splevdid Judge of a Woman - The Lady of the 
Clab—-Under Protest -For the Prosecution—A 
Rusty Link in the Chain—The Boler House 
Mystery -The_ Time-Lock of Our An- 
cestors — Florence Campbell’s 
Fate—My Patient’s Fate. 


Pri-e, paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
98 Lafayette place. New York 


Faper, 5* cents. 


Creed of Christendom. 


lts Foundation Contrasted with Its Superstructure, 
By W. R. GREG. 
Complete m * wat., 19ma. g09gnn., y 1.60 


BIBLE MORALS. 


Twenty Crimes and Vices 
Sanctioned by Scripture. | 


By J. E. RemssuRa. Price, % cents. 


f 
Price, . . . . 


Force and Matter; 


frineiples of the Natural Order of the Uni- 
verse, with a System of Morali y 
Based Thereon. 


By Proressor LUDWIG BUCHNER, M.D. 


VURTENTS 3 
Force and Matter The Fitness of Things in 
Immortality of Matter, Nature (Teleology), 
Immortality of Force, Man, , 
Infinity of Matter, Brain and Mind, 
Value of Matter, Thought, 
otion, Consciousness, 


orm, ` Seat of the Soul, 
Immutability of Natural Innate Ideas 
AWS, The Idea of God, 
Universality of Natural Personal Continuance, 
AWS, ital Force, 
The Heavens, _ The Soul of Brutes 
Periods of the Creation Frea Wil, 
of the Earth, | orality, 
Original Generation, Conclūudł'ng Observs 
Secular Generation, tions. 


Price, $1.50. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 


Prof. Wm, Denton’s Books, 


Be Thyself. 100. 


Christianity No Finality. Spiritualism 
Superior. 10c. 


Common-Sense Thoughts on the Bible. 
10c. 


Deluge in the Light of Modern Science. 
10c. 


Garrison in Heaven. A Dream. 100. 
Geologist and Radical. By J. H. Powell. 


Geology. Past and Future of our Planet, 
1.50. 


God Proposed for Our National Constitu» 
jon. 10c. 


Irreconcilable Records. Genesis and 
Geology. Paper, 25c.; cloth, 40c. 

Is Darwin Right? Origin of Man. $1. 

Is Spiritualism True? 10c. 

Man’s True Saviors. 10c. 

OrthoCoxy False, Since Spiritualism is 
True. 10c. 


Pocasset Tragedy. Legitimate Fruit of 
Christianity. 10c. 


Radical Discourses on Religious Subjects. 

$1.25, $ 

Radical Rhymes. With Author’s Por- 
trait. $1.25. . 

Sermon from Shakspere’s Text. 10c. 
Soul of Things. Psychometric Re- 


searches, etc. 8 vols. (Vol. I by Wm. and Eliz. 
M. F. Denton.) Per vol., $1.50. 


What Is Right? 10e.. 


What Was He? Jesus in 19th Century 
Light. Paper, $1; cloth, $1.25. 


Who are Christians? 10c. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Self-Contradictions of the Bible, 


144———_ , 

Yoral, Theological, Historical, and Speculative 
Propositions. 

FPG, h “i m 7 si 


15 cents. 


AN OUTLINE OF THE 


FRENCH REVOLUTION, 


Its Causes and Results. 
By W. S. BELL. Paper, 12mo, 25 cts. 


Paine Vindicated 
Reply to New York Poserver. f 
By R. C. INGERSOLL. 
With “A ROMAN CATHOLIO OANARD.* 
Price, 15 cents. 


Holy Bible Abridged. 


The passages unfit for family reading. 
Paper, 30 cents: cloth, 50 cents. 


Roaring Lion on the Track. 


By M. BABOOOK. 


10 cents, 
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A NEW BOOK.--AND A MO ‘ : 
ST ORIGINAL ONE.) Just Qut.—25 Cents—Five Copies for $1. 


The Creation of God. 


By DR. JACOB HARTMANN. 


An explanation of the origin of the God Idea, and the tal i 
gf fools and the worship of them. From the time of Terah’s Ra E ei o ae orman 
ię ani ment for heresy and blasphemy against the Chaldean idols, to Christ’s coming, the princi- 
pa characters are analyzed and shown to be human, by thought and deed. It is made plain that the 
peou ur phraseology, peant sayin 8, subterfuges, miracles, wonder-workings, and supernatural pad- 
eee o propi oy ofsprin gts ag then existing barbarism, ignorance, and superstition, constitut- 
CONTENTS ' IN DETAIL: 


The Universal Aspect, Elimination of Waste Substances,” 


The Earth. In General. 

The Chemical Aspect. By the pungs 
in. 

The Sun. By the Kidneys. 


Genesis—The Creation. 

Genesis—-The Garden of Eden. 

The Deluge. 

The Scriptural God—The Creation. 

The Creation of God—Abraham. 
Moses—Confirmation of the Idea of God. 
Samuel the Kingmaker. 


Digestion and Nutrition. 

The Elementary Substances. 

Alcohol and Its Effects on the System. 
The Soul—What Is Tt? 


Sin and Salvation. 
The Ecclesiastical Kindergarten. 


The Mind. 


God Save the King. Rational Review. i 
Jehovah Takes a Rest. Visions—Bible Dreams—Revelations. 
The End of National Life. The Planetary Gods. 

The Christian Era. © Every Man His Own God. 


Gateways to Knowledge. 
Tables Morals Whence The Goring. 
The Non Credo. 
Rules for Human Conduct. 
ILLUSTRATIONS. 


Map of the Intellectual Faculties—The Mind. 
Map of Theological Retrogression. 
Map of the Deluge and Garden of Eden. 


Thirty Chapters—Four Hundred and Thirty-two Pages, 
Large 12mo. 


In Cloth, $1; in Paper, 50 Cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Organic Life—Vegetable. 

Organic Life—Animal. 
The Master Tissues. 
The Muscular Tissues. 
The Nervous Tissnes. 


Food and Food-Substances. 


REDUCTION IN PRICE.OF A GREAT BOOK. 


Ra 


With the eighth edition œ 
Winwood Reade's “ Martyr. 
dom of Man," the cost of 
production has been tes 
ii sened so that we can reduce 


The book has had a phenomenal gale for so heretical a work, second only to Helen Gardener’. 


“ Men, Women, and Gods,” and we give our readers the pecuniary benefit of it. The 


“MARTYRDOM OF MAN” 


~ la & very interestingly pictured synopsis of universal history, showing what the race has undergors 
its martyrdom—in its rise to its present plane. It shows how War and Religion have been oppres 
sive factors in man’s sects al for Liberty, and the last chapter, of some 150 pages, describes his 
intellectual struggle from the animal period of the earth to the present, adding an outline of wha‘ 
the anthor conceives would be a religion of reason and love. The chapters are: 
$ Egypt, Western Asia, the Persians, the Greeks. the Macedonians, Alexandria, the 
W A Riinan. Carthage and Rome, Roman Africa, the Arabs. 


The Natural History of Religion, the Israelites, the Jews, the Prophets 
RELIGION. ciancter of Jesus “the Christians Arabia. Mecca, Character of Moham 
y med, Description of Africa, the Mohammedans in Uentral Africa. 
Ancient Europe, Invasion of the Germans, the Castle, the Town. the 
LI BERT ¢Chnrch, Venice, Arab Spain, the Portuguese, Discoverers, the Slave Trade. 
Abolition in Europe, Abolition in America. Materials of Human H istory- 


Animal Period of the Earth, Origin of Man, and Early History. 
INTELLE CT e Summary of Universal History, The Future of the Human Race, The 


Religion of Reason and Love. 
Price reduced from $1.75 to $1.00. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette place, New York. 


The Agnostic Annual|Co! R$; „gersois 


IN THE 


|Reynolds Blasphemy Trial, 


` At Morristown, N. J. 


| Thisisthe greatest argnment evermade in a case 

: of this kind, and will be a model for the Bar so 
long as the Christians use force to repress free 
speech. Its legal acumen is nnsurpassed, its elo- 
quence never eqnaled. Wherever Christian por- 
secution is going on this argument should be 
freely circulated, read to the Christians, and ex- 
pounded on every occasion. 


41893 


Edited by OHARLES A. WATTS. 


CONTENTS! 

The Moral Sanction, Leslie Stephen; Reverent 
Agnosticism, Amos Waters; The [other Nature: 
A Poem, Gerald Massey; Dogmatism in Theol- 
ogy, Alfred Momerie; Sermons on the Mount. 
Samuel Laing; The City of the Dead, W. Stewart 
Ross (Saladin); On the Duty of Honesty in Our 


Convictions, O. E. Plumptre; Scientific Religion, In paper, 25 cents; in cloth, 50 cents. 

R. Bithells The Blight of Superstition, Charles Address THE TRUTH SEEKEK, 
Watts; Anthropology and rthodory, Edward 

Olodd; The Disappearance of the Nether World 

F. J. Gonid; Religious, Ideas: Their Ori an 

Development, Frederick Millar; Signals with 

Mars: A Poem, G..H. Martin; ‘Materialism and i 


idealism Harmonized, Lncian Armstrong. 
Price, 25 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


A + ineteenth Cent ry Novel. 


Preface by R. 6. INGcRSOLL, 


For Her Daily Br a3 is the story of two young 

iris and a younger brother who were left parent- 
ess, with a little money, fair education, and 
much courage, to make their way through the 
world by goiug to Chicago. ‘the autzor is also 
the heroice ‘Lhe varrative is, in the main, a his- 
tory of aw. rking-girl’s life ano experience iu the 
city of Chicago among bluff busin s:-men, kind. 
hearted folks..anu d sreputable hypo.rits. It is 
just su h a+tory of human :ife as we should ex- 
péct Colonel Inger:ol! to be interested in; and 


Have We a Supernatural, Inspired. Mirac ete ee a oa aud appucelites i ototo 
be worth the attention of the rest of the world. 


ulous Religion? i be worth the attentior 
ee c e 
Ry EB Gym Paper, 20 cents; sloth, sp came | °° SON'S “THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Pro and Con of 


Supernatural Religion, 


variety of subjects inclnde.all the disputed Points between Christianity and Freethought. 


e a 
A Liberal living in Michigan said once that he would give $25 a 
year to have the Orimes of Preachers recorded, as the frequent lapses 
of virtue of the ministers showed how little valne Christianity 
possesses to make men moral. 
have just issued the Fourth Edition of the book doing this. 
e 


We 
The additions for this new edition of th 


“í Crimes of Preachers” 


shows nearly 400 cases of ministerial conduct. While those in pre- 
vious editions chow that within a few years abont 


1300 MINISTERS HAVE BEEN GUILTY 


of one kind or another of criminal conduct. Most of the crimes 
are against women, for the fair sex are at once tha weakness and 
ane strength of the church—“ the church” meaning of course the 
clergy. ; 

i Notwithstanding the many additional pages, we have kept the LAN 
price the same, 2% cents. Send for a copy, and confound the church- Sew f A 
men. Show them just what sort of scamps are the clergy who have Bk F 
ay that to look upon machinery or 


THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY. 7 


BOOKS 


SALADIN 


{W. BTEWART BOSS), 


clused the World’s Fair on Sunday. because it is so holy a di 
8 in this period is “immoral.” 


Address 


‘painting: 
O 


Eàitor of the 


uONDON AGNOSTIO JOURNAL y 


N EA 


GOD AND HIS BOOK: ERA 
i Colonel Ingersoll wrote tothe author: ‘‘ You have earned the 
thanks of ail who road this book it isa work of Taat research, of sound . eritioism, o pannile 
humor, of sledgehamm.r vehemence, of scathing satire, ol patho: e 
the heaviest foon oclastio broadsides ever fired at the J ewish God and the Bible. 
Cloth, gold letters, $1.25. 4 


WOMAN: HER GLORY, HER SHAME, AND HER GOD. | 


Rev. Archdeacon Farrar said that “ Christianity elevated the woman; it shrouded 
as wie halo of sacred innocence the tender years of the child.” The object of Saladin’s work 
is to show the archdeacon his error,and he has succeeded. An English writer said of it: 
“This certainly is one of thé most marvelous books ever issued from he press. The authori- 
ties cited are unquestionable, and the result is convincing. 

In two volumes, cloth, gilt-lettered, $2.50. 


JANET SMITH: A PROMISCUOUS ESSAY ON WOMAN. 


This is one of the mo3t delightful of Saladin’s books, a diseotiou of woman, with inci- 
dental tearing apart of man—saustic, sarcastic, yet philosophical withal, and permeated with 
a tender reverence lor woman and exalted opinion of what she isand should be. A merciloss 
satire upon certain of the conventional foibles of the day, full of tucts, fancies, truths, rare 
touches of genius, and bursts of eloquence. Most of the satirical shafts aimed at the woman 
go past her and stick in the man behind her, and it serves him about right. 

Cloth, nncut edges, gilt top, $1. 


CHRISTIANITY AND THE SLAVE TRADE. 


A condensation-of the known facts upon this subject, proving that Christianity did not 
abolish but aided this infamons traffic in human beings. To which are added such comments 
as only Saladin can make. In paper, 80 cents 


THE TRANSITION. 


A consideration of the antagonism of the Bible and science, and of the question whether 
the wailed or allegorical portions of the Christian Bible cau be interpreted by modern science, 
n paper, 20 cents. 


ROSES AND RUE. 


Being Random Notes and Sketches. Kome of its sabjecis are, A Last Interview with a 
Man of Genius; An Essay on Stirpiculture; Asceticism and Superstition; Capital Punishment; 
Poverty; Godin the Constitution; Bruno; Gods; Witchcraft, etc. This may be called Bala- 
din’s own book, for itis poetry in prose, and is one of the books that lovers of strong literature 
like to read again aud again In cloth, gold- and silver-lettered, $1.80. 


LAYS OF ROMANCE. 


This book reminds one of Sir Walter Scott, being romantic. historic verse, aglow in every 
page with the energy of a true and high poetic genius. 
Cloth, gold-lettered, 75 cents. 


ISAURE and OTHER POEMS. 

The title poem is a story of intense passion, touchingly told. The other twenty poems 
are fresh, fragrant, thoughtful, and every verse reveals the thinker, observer, and reformer, 
Every page glows with passion and throbs with life. 

Cloth, gold-lettered, 75 cents. 


A FEARFUL FLOGGING. 


By one who endured it. Based npon amanuscript in the possession of Baladin 
Tn paper, 10 cents. 


THE AGONIES OF HANGING. 


Studies in Psychology.. By one who was cut down from the gallows. Printed from mant- 
script in the hands of Saladin. In paper, 10 cents. 


WHIRLWIND SOWN and REAPED. 


A short story of clerical crime and villainy founded on fact. Of this book the Open Oourt 
said: “This novel will command the same. or more, interest than Helen Gardener's story, ‘ Is 
This Your Son, My Lord?’” In paper, 25 centa. 


THE CONFESSIONAL. 


Being an exposure of that infamous religious rite. Contents: Li ‘ionsness of the Pro- 
Reformation Chnrch; Lechery of the Confessional; The Priest in Absc “on; Confessions of 
the Escaped Nnn; Extracts from Dens and Liguori; Examination of tı.. Chnrch’s Claim to 


h Fostered Learning; Her Atte pts at Continency even more Rninous than Her BSelf- 
Indal ence; The Relative Criminal Statistics of Catholicism and Protestantism 

f paper, 25 cents. 
Mer oil n? thang works sddressa 
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HAND-BOOK 


OF 


FREETH OUGHT. 


By W. S. BELL. 


Containing in condensed and systematized form a 
`, vast amonnt of evidence against the superstitious doc- 
trines of Christianity. As & book of reference and aid 
to all truth seekerg it is invaluable. Its classification 
a aa of subjects makes it a hand-book. As Ingersoll said of 
it enables somebody in every village to “corner the parson.” is wide 
rice, 
HE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Paine’s “Age of Reason 


cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. dress 
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BRAIN = BIBLE; 
THE CONFLICT BETWEEN MENTAL SOENE 


AND THEOLOGY. 
By EDCAR C. BEALL, M.D., 


. with a preface by 
R. G. INGERSOLL. 
This is the only work of its kind in the litera- 
ture of Freethough' Its arguments are_ based 
upon scientific ph ‘nology, and appeal directly 
to the reader’s sense of logic and love of justice. 
It_is eloquent as well as convincing. 


Price, cloth, $1. Address 
eee THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Antiquity 
Unveiled. 


—~O— 


Anctent Votces 
from the Sptrtt 
Realm disclose the 
most Startling Rev- 
elattons. 


Proving Christianity 
to he of 
Heathen Origin. 


[ILLUSTRATED.] 


Address THE: TRUTH'SEEKER. 


THE ELIMINATOR; 
Skeleton Keys to Sacerdotal Secrets. 


“Write me no more Sables, lest I be a Jool and 
w read the riddles awry.” 


By R. B. Westbrook, D.D., LL.B. 


: The Whole Truth; Sacerdotalism 
ignated; The Fabulous Claims of Judaism; 
Moses and the Pentateuch; Ancient Symbolism 
and Modern Literalism; Astral Keys to Bible 
Stories; The Fable of the Fall; Search for the 
“Last Adam;” What Is Known of the New Testa- 
ment: The Drama of the Gospels; The Ideal 
Christ; Jesus_and Other Christs; A Reverent 
Critique on Jesus; ragments; Blood 
Salvation; The Things That Remain. 

Price, cloth, $1.50. Fort sale at this office. 


L K. Washburn’s Works, 


Sunday and the Sabbath. ‘‘A law regu- 
lating hümn conduct on the Sabbath is an im- 
pertinence.” Price, 10 cents. 

The False Teaching of the Christian 
Church. ‘The Thirty-nine Articles of 
the Christian church are thirty-nine poor. 
broken-down opinions.” Price, 10 cents. 

The Foolishness of Prayer. ‘‘ Think of 
a minister’s praying God to kill grasshop ers, 
or trying to induce the Deity to undertake a 
crusade of one against the Colorado beetle! 
Price, 10 cents. 


Followers of Jesus. Price, 10 cents. 
Spiritualism ; Is It a Faith or a Fact? 


rice, 5 cents. 
Religious Problems. Price, 10 cents. 
Was Jesus Insane? Price, 10 cents. 


The Publie Schools and the Catholic 
Church. Price, 5 cents. : 


Hard Knocks 
at Christianity. 


By R. WHEELER. 


This book is just what its title implies—thump- 
ing whacks at superstition. It deals with the 
effect of Christianity on the world, showing 
what Christians have done to advance their relig- 
ion and impede the progress of man. It shows 
that Jesus was a false prophet, that the gospels 
are not authentic, and that Christianity is a bor- 
rowed system of religion. That the Bible is not 
in accord with Science, that the atonement 
scheme is futile and foolish, and that religion is 
notareal benefit to man. 

Price, 20 cents, six for $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


«INFIDELS AND CHARITY.” 


A Leafiet showing that the oft-repeated Chris- 
tian statement that Infidels do not contribute 
to nor found charities is a falsehood. Itought to 
be widely circulated to meet the calumny. Price, 
5 cents; 50 cents a dozen. Address THE TRUTH 
SEEKER, 28 Lafayette place, New York 


LITTLE LESSONS FOR 


LITTLE FOLKS. 


By MRS, E. D. SLENKER. 
Boards... a = sol" - 


The Holy Bible Abridged............2+.sseees. 


Handbook of Freethought. W.S. Bell...... 


. P. NAM.. -eo -ononon 0 
Design Argument Fallacies. By Editor of 
THE 


Examination of Prophecies. 


published in one, year. In ordering please say 
which 


SUSAN WIXON'S BOOKS, 


Pecents, 


Good Books for Liberally In. 
clined People. 


Truth Seeker Library. 


Published Monthly at $3 per Year. 

Issues oF 1891.—$3. : 

‘i $ The Last Tenet; Imposed upon the Khan o- 

Tomathoz. - b Hudor Genone, author 

of “ Inquirendo Island.” Copiously illustrated 

with original drawings by Louis Glackens. 
12mo, 165 pages; cloth, $1.25; paper, 50c. 


Inquirendo Island. A novel. By Hudor 


Truth Seeker Annual, 1891.............20.s0005 $0 25 
Helen H. Gar- 


Tai Teas EE A S ET O 
Answers to Christian Questions. D. M. Ben- 


ATT A ET TEN E tees 25 Genone. .12mo, 353 pages; cloth, $1: paper, 
Christian Absurdities. John Peck. 20 | 50c. “This book is to me a delightful sur- 
Victor Hugo’s Oration on Voltaire.. 10 priso. In my judgment it is a stronger piece of 
The Crisis. i 40 ction than Edward Bellamy’s ‘Looking Back- 
Sabbath Breaking. John E. Remsburg....... 25 ward,’ which at times it reminds one of. Itisa 
Travels in Faith from Tradition to Rea- merciless exposure of Pharisaism and hypoc- 

son. Robert C. Adams.............0000+ 25 risy, which is so prevalent in fashionable Chris- 
Strike of a Sex. George N. Miller............ 25 


tianity of to-day. It isa good booky and while 


My Religious Experience. Samuel P. Put- it will offend many, should be read by all.”— 


MAM EE so Ss iss odes obiais cleo cle Seige etc 25 he Arena. 
The Higher Criticism in Theology and Re- Lecture on the Bible. By Rev. Charles 
gion. T. E. Longshore..............+4 50} " Voysey, pastor of the Theistic church of Lon- 
Issues oF 1892.—$3. don, with a new introduction by Rev. Herbert 
Infidel Death-Beds. G. W. Foote... ......... 25| Tafi Root. Paper, 87 pages; 20c. 


Rights pr Man. Thomas Paine. 


God in the Constitution. By Arthur 'B. 
Bradford. Paper, 18mo, 18 pages; 10c. 

Evolution in its Relations to Evangelical 
Religion. By B. F. Underwood. Paper, 
Amo; 21 pages; 5c. 

The Change of Front of the Universe. 
By Minot J. Savage. Paper, 81 pages, 10c. 


Awful Disclosures of Maria Monk... . 
Pocket Theology. Voltaire.................5- 


Why Don’t God Kill the Devil? M. Bab- 


., COCK,....2 Erei oR ORIST oaa ES Fonasa ERA 15| A Study of Primitive Christianity. B 
Libert i a Mieretare. pecotimovial to Lewis G. Janes. Cloth, octavo, gilt top, duets 
By Col. Robert G. Ingersoll........-..... 25 |, £4888, 819 pagers $1.25. “Dr. Janes is evidently 
Six Lectures on Astronomy. Richard A. a thorough scholar, and one cannot fail to be 


impressed with the care, the honesty, the faith- 
fulness, the impartiality, the love of truth, the 
conservatism exhibited throughout this a - 
rable volume.”—[Popular Science Monthly. 


What Cau Ethics Do For Us? By 
William Mackintire Salter. Paper, 12mo, 32 


Proctot. s seice veers cnnsen tee anse ease 15 
Candle From Under the Bushel. Wm. A. 
BUTT ooo cc cc cc cc cccccccccccceececcceescces 


False aims of the Church. John E. 
PROMS DUP Rise is sa veicdgoaesctes gaetsinsaces. 10 


Issues oF 1893.—$3. pages, 19c. 
Thomas, Paine Vindicated. Col. Robert $ Freedom of Thought and of Speech. By 
Pe mgogo esirsisne v6'es'e'e se seein 00 00 illi inti 
The Creation of God. Dr. Jacob Hart- ig Willia mo Macnee’ Salter. Paper, 17mo, 29 
MAND cio sissies iseni othe nsec vessels sees 5 A 
Crimes of Preachers in the United States. The Morals of Christ. A comparison 
| Be Billin ga. is scccesisecsssvcccesseess 25 | with the contemporaneous systems of Mosaic, 
Resurrection of Jesus ta 40 Pharisaic, and Greco-Roman ethics. By Austin 


Bierbower. Paper, 16mo, 200 pares, 50c.; cloth, 
$1. “Mr. Bierbower has carefully analyzed the 
old-world ethical systems which chiefly con- 
cern the modern civilized world, and in this 
book he has so classified the elements revealed 
by that analysis as to give them a high scien- 
tific value. His book is almost as systematic as 
atreatise upon one of the exact sciences, and 
stands in fine contrast to the rambling, ethical 
discussion of which we hear so much and which 
leads us nowhere.”—[Chicago Daily News. 


iberty and Life. Seventeen discourses 
on the applications of scientific truth to morals 
and religion. By E.P.Powell. 12mo,208 pages; 
cloth, $1; paper, 50c. “Strong, even bold, 
essays on ethical and religions subjects. They 
are the work of a man of vigorous intellect, who 
has studied the doctrine of evolution long and 
carefully, and has not found it necessary to 
abandon all his old reverences. The discourses 
are full of interest to the casual reader by rea- 
son of their fund of anecdote and biographical 
citation, and to the seeker for religious and 
morál truth they offer many helps.” —[Literary 
orld. 


Evolution and Christianity. A Study. 
By J. C. F. Grumbine. Cloth, square 18mo, 
75 pages, 30c. "Mr. Grumbine’s statements are 
sound and well put His book is the fruit of 
wide reading and investigation. Itis a helpful 

one, is thoroughly interesting reading, and its 

presentation of the relation between evolution 
and Christianity includes much Valuable 
thought.”—[Buffalo Express. 


Lessons From the World of Matter and 
the World of Man. By Theodore Parker. 


Selected from notes of unpublished sermons by 
Rufus Leighton. 12mo, 430 pages; cloth, $1.25; 


paper, 50c. ” 
THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Religion a Curse; Religion a Disease; Re- 
ligion a Lie. 8. P. Put 


RUTH NERREB......... a eieuiteiesie’s 15 

Abraham Lincoln: Was He a Christian? 
John E. Bemsburg............. 
Pen Pictures of The World’s Fair. 
> trated. Putnam........ 
Common Sense. Thomas Paine.. í 
Thos. Paine.. 15 
Durıng the year other standard Freethought 
works will be published and sent to subscribers 

as they appear. 

Yearly subscribers at $3 receive all the numbers 
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ear is desired, 
Single numbers sold at prices quoted. - 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 

28 Lafayette Place. New York. 


Address 


APOLLONIUS OF TYANA IDENTIFIED AS THE 
CHRISTIAN JESUS. 


An, important and remarkable revelation con- 
rerning the life and times of Apollonius of 
Tyana, the great sage and philosopher of the first 
century. It is here claimed that his life and 
teachings were appropriated and utilized by the 
formulators of the Christian religion in the in- 
terest of so-called Christianity. The plagiarism 
is made plain in this brief history of Apollonius. 
especially in view of the historica‘ references an 
comments thereon. It is quite evident that to 
conceal the plagiarism, the name of Apollonius 
was suppressed. 

rice, 15 cents. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


28 Lafayette place, New York City. 


PULPIT, PEW, 
and CRADLE. 


By HELEN H. GARDENER. 


One of Her Brightest, Wittiest, 
Strongest Lectures Against 


All in a Lifetime. 
12mo, 800 pp., $1. 


Apples of Gold. And Other Stories for 

oys and Girls. 12mo, 383 pp., $1.25. 

The Story Hour. An Exceptionally Hand- 
some and Interesting Book, Without Supersti- 
tion, for Children and Youth. The Only Free- 
thinkers Children’s, Story-book ever issued. 
ts full-page illustrations and 25 smaller; large 
tvpe, heavy, toned paper, broad margins, illus- 
trated covers; 4to, 224 pp., boards, $1. 


Address. THE TRUTH SEEKER CO 
CHEAP EDITION. 


Travels in Faith. 


By CAPT. ROBERT C. ADAMS. 
Being the story_of his mental journey from 


and 


orthodoxy to Rationalism. the Bible. 
Price, paper, 25 cents; cloth, 75 cents. Every Woman Should Read It 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. and 


Know Her Enemies and Her Friends. 
Price. 10 cents. Address this office. 


A NEW WORK 


BY 
ARTHUR B. MOSS, 
Author of “The Bible and Evolution,” 


SHALE THE BIBLE BE READ 


. pu P gues E IN OUR PUBLIC SCHOOLS? 
Christianity and Evolution, By R. B. Westbrook, A.M. 
Third Thousand. 
With preface by 


J. M. WHEELER. 8u 


Price, $1. Order at once. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


a s 
Pyramid of Gizeh. 
Ancient Egyptian Civilization and Hebrew Nar- 

rative in Genesis and Exodus. 


By VAN BUBEN DENSLOW, LL.D. Price, 15 cents 


editor of Freethinker. | Price,1ocents. | Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


«With Daughter's Babe Upon 
His Knees.” | 


champion at home, may be bad at this o: 
Hfty conte, 


Photograph of Colonel Ingersoll, with his 
andchild in his lap, a delicate little souvenir of 
Emerion’s greatest orator and Freedom’s sTontent 


Gems of Fhought. 


On the 7th of December, 1484, Pope 
Tnnocent VIII. sent forth his bull ** Sum-- 
mis Desiderantes.” Of all documents 
ever issued from Rome, imperial or papal, 
this has doubtless, first and last, cost the 
greatest shedding of innocent blood. Yet 
no document was ever more clearly dic- 
tated by conscience. Inspired by the 
scriptural command, ‘Thou shalt not 
suffer a witch to liv,” Pope Innocent ex- 
horted the clergy of Germany to leave no 
means untried to detect sorcerers, and es- 
pecially those who by evil weather destroy 
vineyards, gardens, meadows, and grow- 
ing crops. These precepts were based 
upon various texts of scripture, especially 
upon the famous statement in the book of 
Job; and, to carry them out. witch-finding 
inquisitors were authorized by the pope 
‘to scour Furope.—E£x-President White of. 
Cornell University. s 


VOLTAIRE was a man of humor, of good 
nature, of cheerfulness. He despised with 
ali his heart the philosophy of Calvin, the 
creed of the somber, of the severe, of the 
unnatural. He pitied those who needed 
the aid of religion to be honest, to be 
cheerful. Hehad the courage to enjoy the 
present and the philosophy to bear what 
the future might bring. And yet for more 
than a hundred and fifty years the Chris- 
tian world has fought this man and ma- 
ligned his memory. Priests and minis- 
ters, bishops and exhorters, presiding 
elders and popes hav filled the world with 
slanders, with calumnies about Voltaire. 
I am amazed that ministers will not or 
cannot tell the truth about an enemy of 


| the church. As a matter of fact, for more 


than one thousand years, almost every 
pulpit has been a mint in which slanders 
were coined.—J/ngersoll. 


Waar is likely to be the result of this 
general breaking up of old unities, sys- 
tems, habits? An increase. of insanity? 
By no means. Insanity proceeds from the 
opposit movement, from the involution of 
the mind upon itself, till fixed ideas can no 
longer be rectified by objectiv facts. The 
results will be good and bad: good, in en- 
couraging inquiry and in substituting the 
love of truth for the love of consistency; 
bad, in discouraging a certain moral 
earnestness and enthusiasm which are the 
outgrowth of strong conviction, for the 
narrower is one’s system of thought, the 
stronger often are one’s convictions of its 
truth and importance. The extreme form 
of this union of prejudice and intensity we 
call fanaticism. If not in fanaticism, at 
least in enthusiasm, there is an element of 
good which we must not overlook: Men 
possessed with one idea are men of action. 
Enthusiasts carry forward great move- 
ments. The development of the intellect 
is the weakening of the will. Children 
and animals act out every thought. 
Education is a training in the inhibition 
of movements by the higher intellectual 
processes. The man of many-sided mind 
finds every volition ‘‘checked ” by some 
antagonistic idea. The correction of 
mental bias, therefore, will result in a cer- 
tain loss of spontaneity. But progress 
will not suffer. If we move more slowly, 
it will be more surely. What we lack in 
enthusiasm we shall make up in balance.— 
Professor Patrick on the Psychology of 
Prejudice. 


ImperFecr education fosters delusion; 
indeed, delusions are most rife with the 
ambitious condition which often comes 
from ‘‘a little learning,” when the whole 
is liable to be assumed from the part; 
when a false appearance of truth may be 
mistaken for explanation; when the result 
of an erroneous observation, unchecked 
by scientific training, may be hastily con- 
sidered to amount to. demonstration. 
Education can hav no more important aim 
than to equip pupils with the best known 
method for the recognition of truth. 
Every day of their lives they will hav to 
decide as to the truth or falsity of some 
statement; and what is to prevent their 
going astray, if they hav not been prac- 
ticed in searching out all modifying cir- 
cumstances of a problem, if they hav not 
been accustomed to finding the calance of 
evidence, and taught the great lesson that 
judgment is not to be given rashly, but 
must be suspended when sufficient data to 
warrant a decision are not obtainable? 
The old studies of our schools do nothing 
toward training the young in examining 
evidence and forming judgments. The 
study of science, however, when rightly 
conducted, mainly consists of the process 
of investigation, the very instrument which 
pupils must be able to use handily in after 
life to save themselvs from becoming the 
victims of impostorsand swindlers. Aside 
from the material advantages involved, 
the habit of making truth the goal of 
his exertions inspires in the young learner 
a respect and fondness for truth for its 
own sake which cannot fail to hav an 
elevating influence on his character,—~ 


.|. Professor Youmans, 
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Observations. By G. Vale. Por- 
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Political Works: ‘Common 
Sense,” “Crisis,” “Rights of 
Man.” $1.50, 

Rights of Man. Answer to 
Burke's Attack on French Revo- 
lution. Pap., 40c.; clo., 7c. 
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Compiled by J. N. Moreau. 10c. 
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Reason,” “ Examination of Proph- 
ecies,” etc., with Life of Paine 
and steel port, $1.50. 
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FREETHINKERS® PICTORIAL TEXT-BOOK 


SHOWING 


THE ABSURDITY AND UNTRUTHFUL: 
NESS OF THE CHURCH’S CLAIM 
TO BE A DIVINE AND BENEFI-~ 
OENT INSTITUTION, AND RE 
VEALING THE ABUSES 
OF A UNION OF 
OHUROH AND 


J 8 5 Full~Page 
Illustrations, 
WITH COPIOUS CITATIONS @ 
FACTS, 
HISTORY, 
STATISTICS, 


OPINIONS or SCHOL. 
ARS 


TO MAINTAIN THE ARGUMENT OF 
THE ARTIST. 
DESIGNS BY WATSON HESTUH 


WITH PORTRAIT OF 
THE DESIGNER. 


The illustrations are classified as follows: 


represent Uncle Sam and the Priests. 2 represent Samples of Ohristianity’s Work, 
“ The Church Robbing the People. E Mis sionaries. 4 
` anksgiving. The Lord’s Instruments. 
Sabbath Laws. = Bible Doctrines and Their Result 
Children and the Church. The Church and Slavery. 
Woman andthe Church. “ . Priests and Politics. 
The Church and Thomas Paine = Ireland and the Church. 
Studies in Natural History. s Church’s Idea of Civilization. 
The Bible and Science. The Uses of the Cross. 
The Clergy and Their Flocks. 5 Unkind Refiections on the Churek. 
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Piety ind ur Fenitentiaries, sA p orsecntions of the Church. 
e Atonement Scheme. ome Allegories, 
The Lord and His Works. ie Heaven. «i 
ayer. ee ell. 
The Creeds. s Misceilaneouns. 
Christians and Mohammedans. 


A most extraordinary publication. We venture the assertion that nothing like it has ever be. 

fore appeared in this country, and it is very doubtful if another one like it ever again be pub. 

hed. .We must give the Truth Seeker Company the credit of putting the book in the reach oF all, 

At twice the price it would have been a cheap book. Artist Heston as a portrait-painter and de. 

signer is a wonderful success, and we judge from our own feelings that nearly every Liberal in 
erica desire a copy of this most wonderful volume.—[Freethinkers’ Magazine. 


’ Mr. Heston deserves to be called the artist-hero of Liberalism. He has dedicated his genius to 
Freethought, and has done faithful and noble work for the cause of right and truth. But the pict- 
ures do not make up the whole of this volume. There are nearly two hundred pages of reading 
matter that serve first as explanations of the illustrations, and secondly as texts to prove the utter 
“alsity of the church’s professions and the hypocrisy of, those, who uphold them. Altogether the 
pook is one of the best weapons against Christianity and the church that has ever been put in 

ds of Free ers.—[Boston Investigator. 


Price, board covers, $2; cloth, $2.50. 
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POPES AND THEIR DOINGS. 


ACCOUNT OF . 
Viears of Christ and Vicegerents of God. 


Paper, 50 cents: cloth, 76 cents.” 


_ FILE 


BINDERS.1J 


= Those who preserve the volumes of THE TRUTH 
SEEKER need & File Binder, which we.willsendion 
receipt of ono dollar. tease ee as 
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Being true accounts of the passing away of the 
{ollowing peraons, thus refuting the many Chris- 
tian slanders upon them and others:__ : 

Lord Amberley, John Baskerville, Pierre Bayle, 
Jeremy Bentham, Paul Bert, Lord Bolingbroke, 
Francois Broussais, Giordano Bruno, Henry 
Thomas Buckle, Lord Byron, Richard Carlisle, 
William Kingdon Clifford, Anacharsis Clootz, An- 
thony Collins, Auguste Comte, Condorcet. Robert 
Cooper, D’Alembert, Danton, Charles Darwin, 
Erasmus Darwin, alam Dae Denis Diderot, 
Etienne Dolet, George Eliot, Frederick the Great, 
Gambetta, Garibal Isaac Gendre, Gibbon, 
Godwin, Goethe, Grote, Hetvetius, Henry Heth- 
erington, Hobbes, Austin Halyoake, Victor Hugo, 
Hume, Littre, Harriet ineau, Jean Meslier, 
James Mill, Joan Stuart Mill, Mirabeau, Robert 
Owen, Thomas Paine, Courtiandt Palmer, Rabe- 
lais, Winwood Reade, Madame Roland, George 
Sand, Schiller, Shelley, Spinoza, Strauss, John 
Toland, Vanini, Volney, Voltaire, James ‘Watson, 
John Watts, Thomas Woolston. 

Price, 25 cents. dress 
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A SHORT 


HISTORY OF THE BIBLE 


A Popular Account of the Formation and Development 
of the Canon. 


By BRONSON D. KEELER. 


CONTENTS: The Hebrew Canon. The New Tes- 
tament. The Early Controversies. The Books at 
First Not Considered Inspired. Were the Fathers 
Competent? The Fathers Quoted as Scripture 
Books Which are Now Called Apocryphal. The 
Heretics. The Christian Canon. 

Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


SCIENCE VS, RELIGION, 


OR, THE 
Conflict between Reason and Superstition, 
By T, C, WIDDICOMBE, 
Philadelphia, Pa, 


Price, 10 cents. 
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A LIBERAL SIORY, 
By Mrs. E. J. BALL. Price, 25 cents. 


Christianity a Fiction. 


By DR. J. H. MENDENHALL. 
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Astronomical and Astrologic- 
al Origin of all Religions. 


Explanatory notes compiled and arranged b 
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dial, and all modern, improvements; guaranteed 
a perfect timer. Price, in silvering dust-proot 
cages, $17; 4-ounce coin silver, $23. In best filled 
gold case, open-face, dust-proof, #26; hinged 
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latest styles, in plush cases; best filled, 7 jewels 
$14; 11 Jewels, $15.£0; 16 jewels, #20; 14 carat solid 
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All watches sent with written guarantee, kept 
in order 1 year, and after that time cleaned for $1 
and returned free. . 

Sundrics.~ Lower grade nickel watches, $5. 
g4, and #8. Best spectacles, $1; best razor, $2; 
best triple-plated teaspoons, $1.80; table spoons, 
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Solid silver spoons, $1.50 per ounce; solid silver 
souvenir spoons, $1, $1.25, $1.50, $2 to $3. 

Woe Colonel tugersoll.—Tea, $2.50; orange, 
$2.75; sugar, $3; gilt bowls, 50 cents more. 
Etched (teas only): 

“The Time to be Happy is Now,” 
50 cents extra. . 

The Torch of Reason Badge, solid gold, 
enameled in 5 colors, small pins, $2, $2.75, and 

3.50. With diamonds, $5, #8. Large, $3, #4, $15. 

harms, $5, $6, $7.50, $10, $15, $20, #30. y 

Diamonds. 20 per cent. below market price. 
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HOTED SPECIALIST, 
For Men Only, 


Is a physician of a wide and extensive practice, 


and his remedies are, of the best. The Doctor 
treats all those peculiar diseases of young and 
middle-aged men, as the result of youthful errors 
and excesses, causing Early Decay, Loss of Man- 
hood, Wasting Discharges, Varicocele,, Mental 
and Physical Debility, Idiocy, Insanity, and 
Death. A . j 
To those afflicted and who are desirous of being 
cured a booxzles of some 33 pages will be sent ta 
their adress for ten cents, sealed in a plain 
envelope, giving causes and Symptems of the 
Complaint and a description of the Doctor’s im- 
ortant medical discovery AU utward Applica- 
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JEHOACHIN THE CHAMPION BREAD-EATER. 


lii, 33. 


And changed his prison garments: and he did continually eat br oad before him all the days of his life. —Jere. 


THE RESURRECTION OF JESUS. [P&M wor msroRr 


AN AGNOSTIC’S VIEW. 


Contents: The Christian Dogma of Salvation; The Coristian’s Belief; Why Was 


the Re'urre tion a Secret Affair? The Age of a Story Does Not Prove Its Truth; 


Pilate’s Attemp: to Save the Life of Jesus; Christ Before Herod; A New Indictment 


the Bod ; Matthew’s Account of the Resurrection; Why the Angel Sat on the Stone; 


Mary’s Visit; Angels; Renan’s Theory; The Disciples Were Deceived; The Identifica- 
tion: The Ascension; Why Did Jesus Disappear? Other Strange Phenomena; The 


Chief Priests Did Not Believe in Resurrection; What Became of the Roman Guards? 


The Orivin of the Story; St. Paul’s Account; St. Pauls Conversion; A Modern 


Example; The Roman Governors and the Resurrection Story; The Testimony of 


Contemporaneous Writers; Miracle-Workers; Is the Resurrection Well Attested? 


Inspiration; Con :lusion. 


Price, cloth, 75 cents; paper, 40 cents. 
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“A Digest of Science.” 


THE DYNAMIC THEORY OF LIFE AND MIND: 


An attempt to show that all Organic Beings are both Con- 
structed and Operated by the Dynamic Agencies 
of their respective Environments. 


By JAMES B. ALEXANDER. 


Over 400 illustrations, 87 chapters, 1,067 pages, and a 3-column index of 11 pages. 
Price, express prepald bv us, only $2.75. 


This work endeavors to embrace the field covered by thousands of books, such as those of the 
“ Humboldt Library of Science,” the “International Scientific Series,” etc., by bringing together, in 
simple and direct form, with proper correspondence between them, all of the known factors con- 
tributing toward the origin and evolution of organic beings. 


Do you wish to be well informedt 


THEN READ A tas OR VERSE DAILY FROM THIS BIBLE OF 


SCIENCE 


It is entertaining as well as enlightenin, 
—i. e., appreciate the worth of the Universal 


and will lead you to “ worth-ship” (worship) nature 
other. 


You must own this book some day: why not NOW? 
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ihe Sunday Question. 


A HISTORICAL AND CRITICAL REVIEW, 
WITH REPLIES TO AN OBJECTOR. 
by GEORGE W. BROWN, M.D. 


Price, - - 2 = 5 


15 cents 


THOMAS PAINE; 
WAS HE JUNIUS? 


By W. H. BURR. 


Second edition, enlarged to 32 pages; with the 


best engraved likeness of Paine. Price,10 cents. 
ost onera Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Is Controversy Dangerous? 


Bv W. F. JAMIESON. 


This little book goes down to the very bed- 
rock of human liberty. 


Price, - - - - 
Address 


2% cents. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Essay on Miracles. 


By DAVID HUME, 
Brion 2 e 3 z z ganis 


Examination of the Morals and History 
of the New Testament. 
By Pror. F. W. NEWMAN. Price 25 sents. 


THE SABBATH. 


4 Thorough Examination and Ref 
tation of the Claims of the 
Sabbatariane. 


' Pasive. ~ 30 cents. 
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VALUABLE ENGLIS 
PUBLICATION. 


The Student’s Darwin. By Edward B. 
Aveling, D. Sc., Fellow of University College. 
London. The purpose of this book is to tell 
something of Darwin’s work to those who have 
neither the time nor the opportunity to investi- 
gateitfullyfor themselves. 1. The Naturalist’s 


Vv d the World. 2 Geological 
forks. 8. Botanical Works. 4 Zoological 
Works. 5. Works on Evolution. With a 


copious index. Price, $2. 


Spiritualism Sustained, 


FIVE LEOTURES. 
Ry John R. Kelso, A.M. 
12mo., Cloth, $1.00. 


Priestly Gelibacy Exposed, 


By Rev. G. T. Fox, MLA. 
Price. 15 cents. Address this office. 


MEDICAL. 


If you need a medicine pay attention to some- 
thing which will cure you. It is known as 


The Water of Life, 


and is adapted to curing, more especially, all 
forms of Stomach, Liver. Kidney, and Bladder 
troubles. By injecting this water it will heal all 
sorts of inflammations of theinternal organs, such 
cases as Piles, Typhoid and other fevers Bowel 
diseases, Uterine and other forms of Female 
Complaints. It isa Blood Purifier, and is an ex- 
cellent remedy for Catarrh and Lung and Throat 
inflammations. It will heal the nerves, restorin, 
lost vigor of mind and body, creating a goo 
appetite and producing sound. sleep. It acts 
steadily upon the urine, cleansing the blood by 
means of the kidneys, and acts mildly upon the 
bowels, thereby producing bodily habits which 
are so essential to good health. This 


Water of Life 


is sold-absolutely pure, as it is pumped from 
the spring, without the addition of any drug 
whatever. Itis Nature‘s Remedy, pure and sim- 
ple, and not a manufactured article. The success 
it has achieved has come mostly from its friends 
who hav been cqred by using it. Send for a 
pamphlet free, containing photo-engraved let- 
ters and recommendations from those who have 
used it, giving a forty-page history and all par- 
ticulars about this remarkable water, to 


J. R. PERRY, Manager, 
34 South Main Street, Wilkesbarre, Pa. 
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Jf ews of the Week. 


THe pope will shortly publish what is 
termed an important document with refer- 
ence to the Washington University. 


_ ON account of the prevalence of cholera 
in Italy, which is considerable, immigra- 
tion to this country has been stopped. 


A HUGE meteor having appeared and ex- 
ploded at Norwalk, Conn., the supersti- 
tious there are conjecturing what great 
event it was sent to omen. 


Tue Ministerial Alliance of Denver, Col.s 
has petitioned President Cleveland to ap- 
point a national day of fasting and prayer 
that the people may be guided through 
the financial distress. 


THE call for the Congress of Universal 
Religion at the World’s Fair is being sent 
“t to all those who believe in a divine order 
in the government of the world and who 
vue and wait for the kingdom of God on 
earth. 


THE pope in a reception given to Rev. 
W. E Bartlett, of Baltimore, on the 17th, 
spoke affectionately of President Cleve- 
land, and declared himself touched by the 
president’s letter of congratulation for- 
warded through Cardinal Gibbons. 


Erzy Pixsur, a twenty-two-year-old 
Polish girl, was found acting as if insane 
in New York streets. She told the police- 
man that she was a Christian, and a Jew 
wanted to marry her if she would change 
her faith, She said she liked the man and 
her religion about the same, and thinking 
over the matter hurts her head. 


THE committee of arbitration to con-. 
sider the difficulty between England and 
the United States over seals, which once 
bade fair to lead to war, has given its de- 
cision. This decision appears to satisfy 
all parties fairly well. The United States 
has substantially gained her important 
point, that the seals be protected. 


CxHoxmka reports from the Russian prov- 
inces for last week are: Podolia, 484 cases, 
175 deaths; Orel, 327 cases, 110 deaths; 
Don region, 254 cases, 147 deaths; Kieff, 
290 cases, 91 deaths; Grodno, 110 cases, 27 
deaths; Nijni Novgorod, 258 cases, 102 
deaths; Kherson, 50 cases, 10 deaths; 
Yaroslav, 39 cases, 15 deaths; Samara, 31 
cases, 8 deaths; Vladimir, 23 cases, 5 
deatbs; Kazan, 30 cases, 13 deaths; Mos- 
cow, 57 cases, 24 deaths. 


In South Carolina ‘‘ blind tigers,” or il- 
licit liquor saloons, exist abundantly. 
Despite Governor Tillman’s threats to en- 
force the law only one raid has been made, . 
and the offender there has been freed on 
bail and will not be tried for some time. 
The state has been able to introduce few 
of its dispensaries, and secures little rev- 
enue. The decisions of the courts on the 
constitutionality of the law hav already be- 
come hopelessly tangled, and presage end- 
less litigation. 


Currency is very scarce. In New York 
city it commands a premium of three per 
cent. In consequence, there is a tendency 
to dishonor a good deal of commercial 
paper. Some firms are failing. Banks 
are in difficulties; but while many hav de- 
manded time in which to meet demands, 
few hav failed. There is a prediction, 
which however is not generally believed, 
of a disastrous general panic and failure, 
followed by the throwing of workingmen 
out of employment. ; 


SEVERAL passages of the latest speech of 
M. Clemenceau in the Paris election hav 
become famous. Among them is one 
where, after referring to the Monarchist 
party as nearly dead, he says: ‘‘ What is 
living, though, and very powerful, is the 
Catholic church, the greatest organized 
political force in existence. The pope 
sees from afar. The pope is in no hurry. 
Serving only one interest—that of the 
church, disposing of a conservativ force 
without limit, he knows well how to bend 
to his yoke Conservativs of every hue. 
How far willhe go? It would be rash to 
say. Perhaps far, always asking for tol- 
eration, always working for domination.” 


THE pope has received from Cardinal 
Gibbons a letter written to that prelate by 
President Cleveland. The president re- 
quests the transmission to the pope of his 
congratulations on the latter’s golden jubi- 
lee. Speaking of the friendly sentiments 
of the pope for the United States, he says: 
“Iam glad to believe that these sentiments 
are the natural outgrowth of the Holy 
Father’s solicitude for the welfare and 
happiness of the masses of humanity, and 
his especial sympathy for every effort 
made to dignify simple manhood and to 
promote the moral and social elevation of 
those who toil. The kindness with which 
His Holiness lately accepted a copy of the 
Constitution of the United States leads me 
to suggest that, if it does not seem pre- 
sumption, it would please me exceedingly 
to place in his hands a book containing the 
official papers and documents written by 
me during my previous term of office,” 
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A BIT OF HISTORY—THE KIND OF MEDICIN THE CHURCH USED TO PRESCRIBE. 


Darwin and After Darwin. Old Testament Stories 


An Exposition of the Darwinian Theory. 


ME e e eer ooo Comically IHustrated. 


the Darwinism of Darwin, and intended to be of 
service-to the general reader rather than to pro- 
fessed naturalists. 
: Mr Romaneg iy well known as one of tho mee 
interesting of English writers upon evolution, f 
besides ranking with Professor Huxley in scien- / T W ILL 
tific knowledge and ability. And this is a part of 
his conclusion regarding the great subject of 
Design, to which the church so often refers: 
ti ie us whether ve look to the faota of panta- 
ion or to those of beauty, everywhere through- 
out organic nature we meet with abundant 
evidence of natural causation, while nowhere do MAK E y 0U 
we meet with any independent evidence of 
supernatural design. . . . Adaptation and 
beauty are alike receiving their explanation at 
the hands of a purely mechanical philosophy. . - 
All nature has thus been transformed before the i L A U C H 
a 


IT WILL 
CORNER 
THE 
PARSON.. 


view of the present generation in a manner and 
to an extent that has never before been possible; 
and inasmuch as the change which has taken 
place has taken, plave in the diregtion of natural- 
ism, and this to the extent of rendering the 
mechanical interpretation of nature universal, it 


i igi ind h: ddenl 
akena fo a new and a terrible force in the By WATSON HESTON. 
porda of its traditional enemy—W here is now e 
Tilustrated. Price, cloth, #2, The Stories Humorously Told—And Hard Facts Full~Page 
Address, THE TRUTH SEEKER. Given Concerning the Origin and Authenticity of the. 0 0 Pages. 0 , 
BOOKS BY Old Testament—A Page of Text to Each Picture. Pictures. 
PROF. FELIX L. OSWALD. |. Sustaining a Theory ` Jacob bAa oe Jephthah and His Human Sacrittes 
The Bible of Nature: A Oontribution Seme Giants, ; Joseph the Man of Dreams, Samson the Strong, 
The seed et of the Putare. Clot. tirigi . The Adventures and Work of Noah, Holy Moses, Ruth and Boaz, 
Of bie Ol rlatian Roligon and the Bisnifionoe A Hunting Anecdote, Balaam the Diviner, Unstable as Water, God Shall Not Excel, 
of its Rise and Decline. Cloth, $1. Abraham, Christ's Great Ancestor, Bloody Joshua, ; David, God’ s Favorite, 4 
Physical Education ; or, The Health-Laws A Queer Family, A The Campaign of Deborah and Barak Some Stories from the Book of Kings, 
of Nature. Cloth, $1. Isaac and His “Sister,” Against Jabin and Sisera, Adventures of the Prophets, 
Household Remedies for the Prevalent Ono ot Twins, General Gideon, Jonah the Truthful Sailor. 
Zoulosieal Sketches: A Oonttibution to 1 o 
the Ontdoor tudy of Natural History. Illus- | Boards, illuminated covers, #1; cloth, gilt side stamp, 31.50. 
brated by H. Faber- ale TRUTH SEEKER, | Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OG, 


28 Lafayette place, New York. 


S 


o 


546 THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


SEPTEMBER 2, 1893. 


New Publications. | New Publications. 


RELICION A CURSE, 
RELIGION A DISEASE, 
RELIGION A LIE. 


By Samuel P. Putnam. 


Dedicated to the Amertcan Congress, of 1892, which for the sake of Retigton, Stabbed Liberty 
to the Heart. 


A work During with indignation inspired by the Congressional act closing the World’s Fair 
on Sunday—an act which practically united the government and the Christian ch=rch. 


To which is added Mr. Putnam’s address delivered before the Columbian 
Exposition Committee of the House of Representatives against Sunday closing. 


Also the following Essays and Poems by Mr. Putnaw, which have neyer before been put in 
book form: Orthodoxy; Freethought; Man, Not God (written fora Paine anniversary); The Statue 
of Liberty and Thomas Paine; a poem written for the opening exercises of the Silverton, Ore., Free- 
thought Hall; Death and Life; The Golden Age; Shut the Door (a po:m on the closing of the 
Centennial Exposition in Philadelphia, in 1876). 

_ The main essay in this work is one of the strongest arraignments ever made of tke religion 
which cramps and fetters the minds of the people of this cou: try. It should be distributed widely. 
It has been commended in the highest terms as it appeared in THE TRUTH SEEKER and we hope every 
reader will buy a copy to lend his neighbor and arouse thought. : 


Price % cents; Five copies for $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York City. 


DESIGN ARGUMENT FALLACIES, 


A Refutation of the Argument That Nature Exhibits 
Marks of Having Been Designed by 
an Intelligent Being. 


PAP ALALALRL OL LISS 


SYNOPSIS: 


The Design Argument Vitiates Itself By Necessitating an Infinite Series of Designers. 
If There Were a Designer He Could Not Be Beneficent. 
If There Were One He Could Not Be Wise, for | 
His Processes Are Kgregiou*ly Slow, 
They Are Egregiously Wasteful, 
They Often Serve No Use, 
TY, What Is Galled Destanbs Outs aaae aaa ead Mechanisms. t Is Il 
. at Is Called Design Is Only Subserviency; and the Watch ument Is Illegitimate. 
V. What Actually Did auso So-Called Design. 5 gr 
Astronomy and Design. 
VIIL The Argument of a First Cause. 


Embracing a Succinct Exposition of Evolution and a Sketch of Astronomy. 


I. 
II. 
II. 


BY THE EDITOR OF THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Price 15 cents. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 28 Lafayette Place, N. Y. 


Remsburg’s Book on Lincoln Now Readv. 


ABRAHAM 
LINCOLN: 


WAS HE A CHRISTIAN? 


Ry John E. Remsburg. 


One of the most noted controversies of the century has been waged over tle questi 
Abraham Lincoln’s religious belief. Soon after the remains of America’s most illustrious con eure 
laid to rest at Springfield, one of his biogra hers, Dr. H: lland. put forward the claim that he was a 
hristian. Sehe claim was promptly ae ed y the dead statesman’s friends, but only to be renewed 

’ enied. An us for a quarter of a i i , ief 
been tossed like a battledore irom nide to side Se ee pe ee 0f, ona belar has 

"or fifteen years Mr, Remsburg has been collecting terial for his . H 
array of testimony that is irresistible and overwhelming, apd. wbich must nin work danon teat 


forever, In addition to the testimony of twenty wı nesses who claim that Lincoln was a Christian, * 


and which is reviewed and refuted, he adduces tlie testimony of more than a hundred wi i 
proof of he gom that Lincoln wee not ag hristian. These witnesses include, his wits aa oth 
re 3; aw partners; his private secretaries; b f hi inet; hi inci 
biographers, and scores of his most intimate frienas. i Mompers oF Ris commen, his principal 


NOTED WITNESSES. 


Hon, W. H. Herndon, Col. Ward H. Lamon. Hou John T. Stuart, Co}. James H 
John G. Nicolay, Judge David Davis, Co) Jesse W. Fel, Fon. Leonard Sete Dr. waen ion 
Judge Stephen T. Logan, Joshua F. Sp ed, Hon. Jesse K, Dubois, Hon. Joseph Gillespie, Dr. C. H. 
Ray, Col. F. 8. Rutherford, Judge Robert Leachm an. Col. R. G_Ingersoll, Leonard W. Volk. Joseph 
Jefterson, Hon. E. B. Washburne, Hon. E, Haines, Hon. James Tuttle, Hon. M. B. Field, Hon 
Geo. W, Julian, Hon. John B. Alley, Hon Hugh McCulloch, Gen. M_M. Trumbull. Rev. David 


Swing, Rev. Robert Collyer, Judge Je W. Weik, ; `. 
Vine). Kelley, Salmon P One Wea: Bs eik, Hon. J. P. Usher, Hon. Geo. 8. Boutwell, Hon, 


y c } eward, Hon. John Covode, Hon. A. J. 
T. Wakefield, Gen. D. W. Wilder, Judge Aaron Goodtich, Judge Tames i. Monon Bon: WE 
Heeleston, Rev. Jchn W. Chadwick, Donn Piatt, H. K. Magie, Dennis F. Hanks, Mrs. Sarah Lincoln. 
Y8. Mary Lincoln. daiztroti b , ` 
e foregoing and sixty table wi! i i 
contra ace ag and sixty other reputable witnesses testify that the greatest man born on this 


Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents, Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


MY RELIGIOUS EXPE- 
| RIENCE, 


Being the stor of hig religious life and mental 
orneyings. ritten in his happiest an t 
rilliant way, and is the best of all his splendid 


works. Price, 25 cents. 688 
THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


COSMIAN HYMN-BO OK 


A OOLLEGTION OF 


ORIGINAL AND SELECTED HYMNS 


Liberal and Bthical Societies, 
for Schools and 
the Home. 
—With Musio Written to All the Songs.— 


OoMPILED BY L. K. WASHBURN. 
Price, $1.50, For sale at THIS OFFIOE, 


By S. P. Putnam, 


New Publications. | 


PEN PICTURES OF THE WORLD'S FAR, 


By SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 


New Publications. 


A Full Description of the Fair, Invaluable as a Guide-Book and still more Inval« 
uable to those who cannot attend. It tells WHAT TO SEE and WHERE TO SEE IT; 
ives rates of admission to the various attractions of the Fair and cost of living in 
hicago, with other useful information to the visitor. š 
It is, besides being a complete Guide-Book, the best description of the Fair yet 
given—poetic, beautiful, accurate. It describes the inauguration ceremonies, gives 
the director-general’s address, the efforts to close the Fair Sundays and the triumph 
of the Sunday-openers; describes the various buildings and what they contain, ‘and is, 
all in all, the very best picture of the Fair that can be painted with a pen. ; 


ILLUSTRATED. 


A MAP OF JACKSON PARK, enabling the visitor to make his way around, 
and the stay-at-home to see where he went. f : 


A BIRD°’S-EYE VIEW OF THE FAIR, enabling one to comprehend ata 
glance the magnitude of the Exposition, the greatest ever known to the present time. 


PICTURES OF ALL THE PRINCIPAL BUILDINGS: ; 


Woman’s Building. Art Palace. Fisheries Building. 

Administration Building. Manufactures and Liberal © Agricultural Building. 

Electrical Building, Arts Building. Transportation Building. 

Machinery Hall. Mines and Mining Building. Horticultural Building. 
Forestry Building. 


A visitor to the Fair says of this book—reading it in TuE TRUTH SEEKER—that 
it is charming and to one who has seen the Fair vastly entertaining. 


Single copy, 25 cents. Five copies for $1. Address THE TRUTH. SEEKER. 


A New Book by Helen H. Gardener. i 


FACTS AND FICTIONS OF LIFE. 


CONTENTS, 


Sex in Brain. 
Heredity in Its Relations to a Double Standard of 


orals. 
Divorce and the Proposed National Law. 


Preface. | were 
The Fictions of Fiction. 
A Day in Court. : 
Thrown in With the City’s Dead. 7 

An Irresponsible Educated Class. g awsuit or Legacy. 

The Moral Responsibility of Woman in Heredity. | Common Sense in Surgery. 
Woman as an Annex. ; 


At ‘he Woman's Congress at Chicago Helen Gardener delivered as an address one of the chap- 
ters of tu's book. The Chicago Times said of it and'her: “Butt e last address, daling wih the 
most delicate of the problems of reform, clear, unhesitant, mod st, bu uncompromising, was lis- 
tened to with breathless interest by the audience. It was ‘Heredity in Jts Relation to a Donble 
Standard of Morals,’ and 1t was delivered by the one woman of alt others best qualified t» speak 
upon that subject—Helen Gardener. Petite, graceful, eloquent with the burden of her thouvht, 
Miss Gerdener enchained every auditor, and when she had finished received a perfect ovatio 1, which 
her courage ana devotion had so worthily wor. The evening session was highly intere sing, but 
tha of the morning will be set down on tne tablet of the memory of those present as one of the dis- 
tinctivly great features of the week’s co gress.” 


Cloth: $1; paper, 50 cents. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


EVERY Woman Ought to Read It. Every LIBERAL Woman 
and Man Will Want It. 


WOMAN, CHURCH, AND STATE. 


By Matilda Joslyn Gage. 


This is Mrs. Gage’s latest and crowning work. It is THE book to show how 
the church has enslaved woman and kept and keeps her in an inferior position. A 
glance at its contents will show this: 


The first chapter—the Matriarchate—shows that under the old civilizations woman had gr at 
freedom, but that the tendency of Christianity from the first was to restrict her liberty. In this 
chapter Mrs. Gage claims that to the Matriarchate—or Mother-rule—the world is indebted for its 
first conception of inherent rights . Ae i g ‘ 

Chapter II deals with the theological dogmas of original sin and celibacy. Woman, by the 
church, was not regarded as a human being; marriage was looked upon as vile; wives were sold 
as slaves; women driven to suicide; the influence of the church was unfavorable to virtue. The 
celibacy of the clergy produced « egrading sensuality, and woman was tlie victin of these brutes. 

., Chapter III ig on The Canon Law, showing how tha church controled woman by making the 
legitimacy of marriage depend upon its own control of the ceremony. Ancient civilization gave 
place to Christian barbarism, the c:ergy became a distinct body—at once a“ holy” and an unholy 
caste. Learning wis prohibited to women, husbands prohibited from leaving th m more than one- 
third of their property; daughters cou'd be disinherited, sons could not. The Reformation effected 
no change. . $ , u 

Chapter IV—Marquette—is on Feudalism and its degradation of women, the rights of lords 
spiritual,” the immorality of the heads of the church, baptism of nude women in the early Christian 
shared. _It also deals with some of the later-day abuses of females, like our Northwestern piueries, 
the English debaucheries, governmental crime-makers, etc. | g , 

Chapter V—Witchcraft. In the days cf this phase of religious insanity Mrs. Gage shows how the 
possession of even a little learning wa; sufficient cause to suspect a woman of witchcraft, that to keep 
a pet was dangerous, so rabid were the cleryy not to suffer « witch to liv. This perse ution for 
witchcraft was a continuance of the cburch’s policy for obtaining un:versal dominion over mankind. 
Women physicians of the Middle Ages were persecuted, and the “ Pilgrim Fathers ” continued it in 
America. The first synod convened in America was to try a woman for heresy, and othe.s were 
stripped and whipped for not agreeing with the clergy. i 

The chapter on “ Wives” shows how the disruption of the Roman empire was unfavorable to the 
personal and proprietary rights of woman—that the sale of daughters was practiced in England. 
seven hundred years after it was Christianized—that the practice of buying wives was regulated by 
law—that women were not permitted to read the Bible—that they were not admitted as witnesses— 
that civil mar‘iage 38 opposed by the church. . oer t 

In Caapter VII is shown how polygamy was, sustained by the Christian church, that the first 
synod of the Reformation convened to sanction.this institution, that Luther and the other ** prin- 
cipal reformers” favored it, as we'l as the American Board of Foreign Missions. The Mormon the- 
ocracy is shown to be similar to that of other Christian sects. _ g Dr 

In the last three chapters Mrs. Gage treats of the opposition of the church to the amelioration 
of woman’s sufferings as interference with, her *` curse,” of woman’s degradation by the church to 
labors unfit for slaves, of woman’s “ inferiority,” as taught by the church to-day, and of how little 
value Christianity has been and is to civilization. 


The work is a burning protest against the tremendous wrong done woman by 
the church, which controled the state. Itis also extremely valuable as history. No 
woman, it seems to us, can read it and remain a supporter of the religious institution 
which has crushed her individuality, her mentality, and degraded her person. To the 
woman’s cause it opens an Age of Reason. It ought to be widely read for the good it 
will do. ae 


In cloth, $3; in half-leather binding, $3. 
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We Must Observe Genuin, Not Diluted Religion. 


Some persons say that religion does not deserve 
to be so vehemently blamed and fought, for, say 
they, when we look about us we do not find it do- 
ing very bad things—do not find it doing the 
dreadful things that Infidels are always charging 
against it. But to these persons it should be 
pointed out, that what they see about them as 
religion, in this country and this age, is not relig- 
ion. That is, it is not religion pure and genuin. 
It is not religion ungoverned by other forces, and 
allowed to hav its own way and act out its inmost 
nature. What they see about them is not religion, 
but ‘a compound of religion and science. Or we 
may say, a compound of religion and common 

sense. In this land and age science and common 
sense hav won a considerable prevalence, and pene- 
trating the minds even of those who suppose them- 
selva the most orthodox religionists, cause them to 
forego the most conspicuously absurd or injurious 
acts to which their faith would impel them. 

The persons who would apologize for religion 
should first get a good idea of what that system is. 
They can never do this by inspecting this land, or 
the most of Europe, in the present age. They 
must turn their glance to other lands or ages. 
They must turn it either to other ages of Europe 
and America, or to other countries in the present 
age. In the histories of Europe and America a 
few generations ago they may contemplate religion 
as it behaves when it gets full possession, or in 
Russia, Asia, Africa, etc., of the present day they 
may contemplate it as it behaves when it gets full 
possession. 

In order that real religion may thus be observed, 
we frequently depict some case of its prevalence 
either of old, or now in foreign lands. We will in 
this article ask the reader's attention to an instance 
of it and its workings in India. The city of Bombay 
has a population of over seven hundred thousand, 

` more than half of whom are Hindoos. The Moham- 
medans are the next most important nativ element 
numbering over one hundred and fifty thousand, 
the rest of the nativ inhabitants being Parsees, 
Buddhists, and Jains. Although not the most nu- 
merous the Mohammedans are the most fanatical, 
portion of the inhabitants of Bombay, and are al- 
ways finding pretexts of one kind or another for 


quarreling with the other religious sects. A little 
more than a year ago they found an excuse for 
making a disturbance in the fact that a Parsee the- 
atrical company intended to produce a playin which 
the person and character of Khaleefa, one of the 
successors of the Prophet, were to be represented. 
On the eve of the proposed performance a general 
excitement prevailed throughout the Mohammedan 
quarters of the city, and a riot would hav ensued 
had not the police induced the proprietor of the 
theater to abandon his project. Immediately after- 
ward the Mohammedans addressed a petition to the 
government of the presidency setting forth that the 
proposed performance would hurt their religious 
feelings, and they cited the fact not long previously, 
both in London and Paris, on objections raised by 
the Turkish embassador, the performance of a play 
in which Mohammed was brought on the stage was 
prevented. It has frequently happened that the 
Mohammedans hav publicly killed a cow, which is a 
sacred beast according to the Hindoo religion, in 
order to exasperate the Hindoos. The common re- 
taliation has been to kill a pig and throw it into a 
mosque. This the Mohammedans regard as the 
grossest defilement. 

Leaving this past history, we will come to an out- 
burst of religious hostility which began‘ on` the 
llth of Augnst and has been repeated at in- 
tervals ever since. This trouble had been brewing 
since the latter part of June, when some Moham- 
medans slaughtered a few cows, exciting the wrath 
of the Hindoos, who hold cows sacred. They retal- 
iated by killing pigs and throwing the carcasses into 
the mosques, a defiling of those places of worship 
which no Mohammedan can endure. On July 3d 
the Hindoos held a great meeting in the cloth 
market to consider the situation. They were in- 
flamed by the speeches of the jogis made there, and 
the result has been offense and counter-offense 
ever since, with growing fury. The mullatis and 
the jogis hav been urging on their respectiv follow- 
ers to a holy war of extermination. On the 11th 
the Mohammedans were observing one of the 
festivals commanded by the Koran, while the 
Hindoos were also taking part in celebrating a day 
set apart for religious observance. The conse- 
quence was that religious feeling was high on both 
sides and it took but little to cause the men who 
were at first involved in the dispute to come to 
blows. The number of rioters grew rapidly, and 
when some of the Mohammedans proposed to capt- 
ure one of the holy Hindoo temples they found 
plenty to aid them in the attempt. Howling and 
yelling “ Allah il Allah!” the Mohammedans rushed 
to the temple. But the priests, aided by hundreds 
of Hindoos, fought desperately against the desecra- 
tion of the building, and finally succeeded in driv- 
ing off the assailants. The fighting was continued 
in the vicinity, and finally the authorities were 
compelled to call out the troops to restore order, 
which was done after considerable trouble. The 
rioting was general in the business part of the 


city, and during its continuance traffic was entirely 


stopped. Since this first outbreak there has been 
a repetition of the scene every few days. Some of 
the conflicts hav resulted in a large number of 
deaths, and the hospitals are filled with the 
wounded. The mosques, or churches of the Mo- 
hammedans, hav been an especial object of attack, 
and several hav been destroyed. Those remaining 
are being protected by heavy equipments of artil- 
lery. Shops are closed, and every train leaving the 
city is filled with families returning to their nativ 
districts for safety in the event of general trouble. 
The working people refuse to resume their labor. 
One of the greatest massacres in history is threat- 


ened, if it has not already begun. The force at 
Great Britain’s command is said to be entirely in- 
adequate to cope with such an emergency. It is 
said that only three thousand troops are within easy 
distance of Bombay. The religious fury has seized 
not only the nativs in that city, but in the whole 
province, where the population is sixteen millions. 
It has spread also to other parts of India. 

This kind of doings always prevails when religion 
is thoroughly believed. It prevailed among all the 
Christian peoples when they fully believed. It 
would prevail here now if it were not that Infi- 
dels and scientists hav filled the air with doubt of 
the faith. 

But the clergy want to hav this doubt totally 
abolished. They want the people to believe Chris- 
tianity with the same full assuranceas ofold. This 
is equivalent to saying that they want religious 
warfare to prevail in Christendom asof old. Down 
with them! 


What the Foundation of Morality Really Is. 


Christians say that Freethinkers hav no “ founda- 
tion” for morality. However, reflect upon what is 
meant by this word, foundation. The idea that will 
rise into most minds to correspond to this word 
will be the idea of.a command. Most minds, if at- 
tentiv to their thoughts, will perceive a vague sense 
of the necessity of a ruler, a superior, issuing a 
command. Why: will most hav such an idea? 
Simply because Christianity has during centuries 
got man accustomed to the feeling that he must 
look, for the ultimate source of authority, to some 
person. This was the tendency of all in the child- 
hood of humanity, and Christianity has kept them 
in the habit. To look up to some arbitrary, des- 
potic personality, king, priest, or god, and obey his 
commands—this is all that religion has ever taught 
mankind. 

But science has in these later days discovered a 
different source of moral authority, a different 
foundation of the moral feeling, and the true one. 
Evolution, in tracing back the course of man’s de- 
velopment from lower orders, has discovered how 
all the others of man’s faculties took their rise; 
naturally it has also discovered how the moral sense 
took its rise. The lower animals hav a certain 
moral sense, and out of this the stronger moral 
sense of man took its rise through what is called 
« the association of ideas.” Our ideas and feelings 
all run into one another, one merging into another 
connected idea or feeling so that when it is present 
the other is aroused too. Then if a certain class 
of actions be usually followed by painful outer con- 
sequences, it will presently come about that an in- 
dissoluble connection will hav been formed, in one’s 
mental associations, between the ideas of those 
actions and the painful feelings of their conse- 
quences. The ideas of those actions will immedi- 
ately upon rising in the mind produce feelings of 
pain and abhorrence, whether the consequences fol- 
low or not. It only remains to ascertain, then, 
whether the actions detrimental to others are fol- 
lowed by painful outer consequences, and upon 
finding that they are, we shall hav found the source 
of that painful and repugnant feeling that accom- 
panies the ideas of acts detrimental to others. One 
set of such painful consequences is easily found. 
It consists of the effects which society has made to 
follow such acts in punishment by law, in punish- 
ment by condemnatory social opinion, and in gen- 
eral hindrance to one’s business designs and ma- 
terial prospects. Another set of painful conse- 
quences is not so easily found. It lies in the 
sympathies, in the imagination. The law of asso- 
ciation in its simplest form being that: Any state 
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of mind which reproduces an element entering into 
some previous state, tends to reproduce the whole 
of that previous state, it follows that upon seeing 
in a fellow-being outward manifestations of suffer- 
ing, these being elements which entered into a 
previous state of suffering in ourselvs, there is a 
tendency to reproduction of the whole of that 
previous state of suffering in ourselvs. Such is the 
nature of sympathy, of pity. 

It is the mental associations formed upon these 
two sets of consequences that mainly constitute 
what we call our moral sense, our conscience. 

Then when we observe how the development of 
this sense has been accelerated by the struggle for 
survival of competing tribes or groups of men, those 
deficient in it being necessarily deficient in cohesion 
and in prosperity, and being supplanted by those 
possessing it in greater strength, we get a hasty 
view of the causes of the highly developed moral 
feeling of to-day. 

Thus any who hav been accustomed, with Chris- 
tians, to think in a vague way that moral authority 
must issue from the command of some personal be- 
ing, need not be at a loss at the removal of that be- 
ing. The “foundation ” of the moral sense is the 
sameas thatof anything else. The “foundation” of 
any mental faculty is simply, that it is. Christians 
might as well select any faculty of the intellect that 
we see working and producing results around us 
and say that it cannot exist longer, as it “has no 
foundation.” “In a universe of collected facts,” 
say Christians, “ there is found no ought.” We re- 
ply that in a universe of collected facts there is 
found an ought. That universe of collected facts 
must include the facts of psychology. the science of 
mind, and when we come to inspect the facts of psy- 
chology we find among them the fact of a faculty of 
the human disposition that pronounces oughts and 

impels man to conform to them, and has through 
all ages. So when a Christian talks about there 
being, except as consequent upon divine direction, 
no moral impelling force, no ought, in the human 
disposition, the reply to be made is simply that, there 
is, just as much as there is each intellectual faculty, 
each faculty of every other kind, without being con- 
sequent upon divine determination. 

a 


Theologians Finding Out What the Bible Is. 


It is known to most Freethinkers that the work 
of investigating and making public the true charac- 
ter of the Bible, which was begun by members of 
their own party, is now being carried on to a large 
extent by Christians themselvs. Among the pro- 
fessors in theological seminaries and other persons 
skilled in biblical knowledge, those ones who are 
honest and courageous hav come out with the truth 
that the Bible is not at all what it used to be 
thought, and are elaborating their proofs that it is 
not, in great detail, for the eyes of the world. We 
should not, however, characterize these men as 
“honest and courageous” without qualification ; 
we mean, partly so; if they were completely honest 
and courageous they would go farther and take the 
stand of the out-and-out Infidel. 

The work of these persons is what is called “the 
higher criticism.” That from which it is dis- 
tinguished is the old traditional criticism. The 
olden criticism, under which we were born and 
bred, insisted that the scripture was perfect, with- 
out inconsigtency or error; and taught popularly 
that the authorship of the several books was plain 
and assured, each being written by the person 
whose name it bears. On the other hand, the new 
or higher criticism regretfully but firmly announces 
that it has found the scripture imperfect, full of 
inconsistency and error; and that the authorship of 
the several books is doubtful or unknown, they not 
being by any means written by the persons whose 
names they bear. 

` But these exponents of the higher criticism still 
say, after finding out all these things about the 
Bible, that that book still contains the divine word 
in some way or other. When pinned down to 
answer just how this can be, they giv replies ex- 
tremely vagueand unsatisfactory. The truth is, they 
really believe the Bible divine no more than did 
Thomas Paine their predecessor. Some of them re- 


frain from proclaiming this unbelief through the mis- 
taken notion that religion must be maintained as nec- 
essary to morality. These persons it is our aim, in 
our frequent articles here, to disabuse of this error. 
Others are deterred, it is to be imagined, through 
the notion that society’s change from religion to 
irreligion, though inevitable, must be made gradu- 
ally. This is nonsense; the more speedy and 
sweeping the change the better. Still others are, 
we fear, actuated by a selfish desire to retain their 
positions. 


It is not to be disputed that, with all their pre- 
caution, these men hav dared and suffered a good deal 
for the cause of truth. Moderate as has been the 
radicalism that they bav shown, it has procured 
them no little obloquy. A writer on this subject 
said a few days ago: “It is safe to say that no set 
of men hav been more bitterly reviled’ than the 
eminent scholars who helped to lay the foundations 
for the present structure of biblical study, not- 


withstanding the fact that many of these scholars, 


in addition to their devotion to science, were 
also preéminent as earnest leaders of religious 
thought.” 

The most weighty work of these men is one called 
“The Sacred Books of the Old Testament.” It is 
edited by the distinguished Professor Haupt. It 
givs the Hebrew text and the English translation, 
with notes by eminent scholars of the advanced 
school. In this work the break with traditional 
views regarding the origin and composition of many 


of the books of the Old Testament has been more. 


or less violent. The Pentateuch, instead of being 
regarded as the work of a single mind and dating 
from the beginning of the national existence of the 
Hebrews, is declared to be the result of a long 
process involving the combination of quite a num- 
ber of documents, historical, prophetical, and legal, 
of unequal date, but not brought together in their 
present shape till the return from the Babylonian 
exile. The historical books proper similarly em- 
body the labors of many compilers, the later one 
using the material provided by his predecessors 
and either adding to it or contenting himself with 
a different arrangement. The Psalms represent 
the hymn-book of the second temple, and while 
some of the pieces in the collection are old, the ma- 
jority date from the Babylonian exile and the cent- 
uries following. Lamentations does not represent 
a unit composition, but a series of independent 
chapters of unequal date and composed by different 
hands, united simply because of agreement in the 
subject they treat of. Half of the book of Isaiah 
dates from a period varying from one hundred to 
three hundred years subsequent to the time that 
the prophet of that name lived, and scarcely a book 
in the great prophetical series but contains chapters 
that cannot hav originated with the author to 
whom they are ascribed. The books of Chronicles 
are the work of a priest whose view of the past is 
colored by an ideal of theocratic government, the 
reality and antiquity of which he attempts to es- 
tablish. Ecclesiastes is a skeptical bit of phi- 
losophy, written under the influence of Greek 
thought, but brought into conformity by later edi- 
tions with the trend of orthodox doctrin; and so 
on throughout the list. 

Startling as some of these propositions may ap- 
pear to the orthodox at first blush, it is to be borne 
in mind that many of the traditional views to which 
they stand opposed find little or no support in the 
Old Testament itself. Thus the supposition, so 
generally accepted until a short time ago, that 
David is the author of the Psalms is directly con- 
tradicted by the Hebrew headings of quite a num- 
ber of them, according to which they are either 
anonymous or assigned to other persons than 
David. It is nowhere stated in Ecclesiastes that 
Solomon is the author, nor are the Lamentations 
declared to be the work of Jeremiah. Even so 
fundamental a proposition as that Moses is the au- 
thor of the Pentateuch finds no warrant by a refer- 
ence to the books comprising the same. The laws 
contained therein are issued in the name of Moses, 
but it is not said that he wrote the book of Genesis, 
which does not contain any laws, nor are we told 
that Moses combined the laws with the historical 


narrativs within which they are incased. On the 
contrary, the fact that Moses is always spoken of 
in the third person is sufficient indication that he is 
not supposed to be the author. 

An illustration of the method is furnished in iis 
first part of the undertaking to leave the press, the 
book of Job. According to the distinguished pro- 
fessor Siegfried, who is the editor of this part, Job 
is not a work produced ata single stroke, but in 
its present shape givs evidence of having been sub- 
mitted to. considerable revision, in the course of 
which additions to the original “stock” hav been 
made, and no small number of interpretativ and 
correctiv clauses added. Moreover, he is of the 


| opinion that the book contains a ‘number of “ paral- 


lel compositions,” by which he means sections that 
duplicate one another and represent different treat- 
ments of the same theme. Thus, in chapter x, 
verses 18 to 22 inclusiv form a parallel to chapter 
iii. Such passages—about ten in all—Professor 
Siegfried prints in blue color. Again, detecting 
traces of some commentator—and in the ancient 
Orient the owner of a manuscript is generally 
identical with the commentator—who adds some 
thoughts of his own to such speeches.of Job as 
seem to him to contradict the orthodox doctrin of 
retribution, Professor Siegfried prints these inter- 
polations, some seven in all, in red. Another class 
of interpolations which are directed against the 
tendency of the poem are printed in green. 

Thus the more advanced theologians are now 
pronouncing the Bible to be, what it is described 
as in the words of one of the writers for Tay Trura 
Srrxer, “a collection of Hebrew literature, frag- 
mentary and of mixed and uncertain authorship, 
extending over a period of a thousand years.” And 
some time they will giv in to telling the whole 
truth, that it contains in no shape the least iota of 
what is divine. 


Religion a Bottler and Forwarder ot Cholera. 


The number of persons whom religion has killed 
in wars, massacres, and tortures is vast. Yet the 
persons killed thus are only one to every hundred 
that hav been killed by religion through the action 
of disease. When Christianity prevailed control- 
ingly, people lived only two-thirds as long as they 
do now. The diseases which cut their lives short 
received aid, first, from the unwholesome religious 
customs of fasting, monkish cell-life, abstinence 
from bathing, and the like; and second, from the 
employment of holy relics and prayers as curativ 
agents instead of the measures of physicians. 

An instance of this friendliness of religion to 
disease is being brought to light at Mecca. Mecca 
is the sacred city of the Mohammedans. Within 
the past two months the mystery of the cholera has 
been cleared up, ahd it has been definitly ascer- 
tained that Mecca is the center from which that 
pestilence radiates, and that the Holy Well of Zem- 
zem is the nucleus, as it were. In this well all the 
pilgrims wash themselvs, believing in the efficacy of 
its sacred waters. These waters they also drink. 
The consul at Yiddah writes: ‘This well is not a 
spring. Its water is supplied by filtration, by rain 
water passing through the overlaying mass of foul 
matter. Another cause of the pollution of the well 
is the thousands of pilgrims, diseased and unsound, 
who daily wash beside it, the water they use 
naturally finding its way back into the well. 
Mecca has a permanent population of forty thou- 
sand, to which are added during the pilgrimage 
one hundred and fifty thousand pilgrims, resi- 


dents for periods varying from a week to 
three months.” Water from this holy well 
was analyzéd recently. It contained more 


animal matter than the average London sewer 
water. It showed traces of previous pollution 
equal to” six times that of the average London 
sewage. None but Mohammedans are allowed to 
enter Mecea, so no proper description of the horror 
of this summer there has been printed. One Mo- 
hammedan authority says that a camping-place of- 
pilgrims returning from Mecea is like a battle-field 
where the dead are not yet buried. This year and 
last year the resulting epidemic was cholera, but in 
other years it has been other diseases. Some years 
it is smallpox, again yellow fever. A pilgrimage 
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always breeds something, and at the breaking up 
scatters it to the four corners of the earth. Year 
after year the holy well of Zemzem is the instru- 
ment of infection. The bathing in and drinking of 
the water at Meeca itself is not the worst. Those 
who are not able to go to Zemzem ask the pilgrims 
to bring them some of its waters. And in tens of 
thousands of flasks and bottles these deadly waters 
are carried away to be drunk in cities and villages 
all over the Mohammedan world. The pilgrim 
himself may escape, but he bears bottled cholera 
with him, and in some unhealthy village hundreds 
of miles from Zemzem its poisonous waters are set 
free to start a new center of infection. In former 
times the danger was not so great as in recent 
years. With increased facilities for transportation, 
with the shortening of the time in transit, the dis- 
ease has a chance to spread more widely and to get 
further from its place of origin before being discov- 
ered. It may travel undetected far down into 
India, or as far as France, or Spain, or England, or 
even nearly to America. And if among the immi- 
grants to America there ıs one with a bottle of 
Zemzem, he may not release his poison until after 
he has landed. 

The most enlightened Mohammedans are begin- 
ning to realize that something must be done. But 
even they hesitate, because of the fanaticism of the 
masses. The masses, far from complaining of these 
pestilences, look upon them as acts of God for the 
trial of Mohammedan virtue. According to Mo- 
hammedan ideas, he who dies on a pilgrimage, like 
him who dies in battle for the true faith, is caught 
up to a heaven of especial glory. And as for the 
slaughter of these pestilences in the Christian 
world, this delights the Mohammedans, who are 
thus confirmed in their belief that the pestilences 
are of God’s sending. The sultan and the other o 
Mohammedan leaders may regret the scattering of |- In the published speeches of Edgar Fawcett, the 
poison throughout the world from the center of | Well-known novelist, appears the following. He is 
Mohammedan faith, but their influence, though speaking of the coming poet: “I hav little doubt 
great, does not extend to the changing of religious | that this age of ours will be satisfactorily expressed 
belief. Indeed, by meddling with the faith they | by but one sort of poetic intelligence—the sort that 
would simply legislate themselvs out of office. And | is now expressible in concrete terms by such a per- 
to suggest sanitation or any other renovation in| sonality as that of Robert G. Ingersoll. I think 
connection with the Mohammedan holy of holies | that Mr. Ingersoll, through his splendidly eloquent 
means radical’ change, to which the Mohammedan | utterances, his abhorrence of shams, his merciless 
world is no nearer educated than it was a thousand | logic, his warm love for humanity, his reverence for. 
years ago. All sorts of plans hav been suggested | the great achievements of science, and his incom- 
by which something could be done without touch- parable courage in pointing out the absurdities 
ing Mohammedan fanaticism, but none of the plans with which so-called revelation abounds, will prove 
is of account, because none gets at the root of the |an absolute beacon-light to the American poet of 
matter. Sanitary inspection everywhere else but at | the future. Deprived of its gods and goddesses, its 
Mecca is part of the battle, but only a small part. supernatural love, its pietisms, its genuflections be- 
For as long as the “cholera nursery” remains un- | fore a deity whose anthropomorphic existence is to 
touched, the cholera germs will escape the most in- | be imagined solely through the intensity of his 
telligent and assiduous vigilance. cruelties toward mankind, poetic literature will find 

This condition of things is precisely like that which | in the prose poetry of such men as Herbert 
prevailed in Europe when the priest ruled, with his Spencer, Lecky, Huxley, and our own wonderful 
finger on the physician’s mouth. Pestilence after | Ingersoll the stimulus and watchword of its unborn 
‘pestilence swept over that region, sometimes carry- | Yonown. Two fairies will stand at the cradle of the 
ing off a quarter of the inhabitants of a country. great coming American poet. Their TARER. will be 
Piety, as in the case of the present Mohammedans, Science and Agnosticism. They will be, if you 
resented any attempt to stay the diseases by natu- please, his two calm, gracious, yet severe muses, 
ral means. Europe and America would be the | their locks filleted by no Greek or Roman laurel, 
same now had not the Freethinker risen, in spite yet radiant with the light of love and charity. 
of the church’s efforts, and declared that disease | They will bear him priceless gifts—an intellect 
springs from natural instead of supernatural causes, from which all twilight of superstition has been 
and must be avoided by natural instead of super- swept, a heart alive to every impulse of kindliness, 
natural measures. The clergy are perpetually | & spirit pregnant with all fine and sweet moral | 
fighting to hav as many events attributed to super- truths as the heaven of space above him will be 
natural causes as they can, and if they could they | Pregnant with its burning stars.” 
would hav people account for disease thus now, and 
would bring society again into the miserable suffer- 
ing and dying state of the Dark Ages. 


Oliver Sumner Teall. We must not overlook, 
either, the fact that the same honor is paid the 
colonel by John L. Sullivan; who with a wide- 
minded toleration which we are pleased to see 
characterizes that gentleman, includes also, written 
just above Mr. Ingersoll’s, the names of Archbishop 
Corrigan and T. De Witt Talmage. Among those 
who omit the name of him whom our readers know 
to be not only the chief in intellect of the leading 
Americans, but the noblest and dearest of them, 
are Ward McAllister and Belva Lockwood. 


voluminous pages of manuscript now in course 
of preparation for the above work. While 
its prolific author lay in the dreamy embrace of 
Somnus, entirely oblivious to his surroundings, I 
stole from my couch in the early morning hours 
and, perceiving the pile of MSS. as it lay upon the 
desk, I seized the opportunity this occasion offered 
to take a glance at the contents. Here in vivid 
colors I saw, as it were, in words of beauty, a de- 
scription of the progress we hav made for the last 
four centuries. The slow but sure and steady ad- 
vancement of philosophy, despite the opposition of 
orthodox creeds; a description of the impassioned 
labors of science, undermining forever the tottering 
walls of the “Ark of God;” the steady strides of 
learning and education, the greater factors in the 
moral and intellectual development of the race— 
all these are described in glowing language, clear 
and easy of understanding. T can truly say, be- 
yond doubt, that this work will become one of the 
most interesting of this kind ever published in the 
name of Freethought. The book is at once his- 
torical, biographical, scientific, philosophic, and 
educational. The writing will entail some months 
of patient labor upon its author, which is deserv- 
ing and highly commendable to the Liberal public. 
And then the picture-gallery, in which the pictures 
of one hundred Freethinkers, living and dead, will 
be faithfully portrayed. Each picture will occupy 
one whole page in itself. They will be on the order 
of photo-lithographs. The cost of the pictures will 
amount to $5 in itself. The book will contain 
six hundred pages of solid reading-matter ; besides 
it will be a glorious addition to our Freethought 
libraries, and no true Freethinker can afford to be 
without it. Besides, those who now subscribe for 
the book will help along our great International 
Congress. Then, 


Te ae e 

If the Editor of Tue Trurs Szexer doesn’t go 
broke before October 1st he is going to Chicago to 
the International Congress of Freethinkers, where 
he hopes to meet a goodly number of his friends, 
thank them for their many favors, and hav a chat 
with them. 

The Congress bids fair to be as genial a gather- 
ing as one of the old-time New York state meet- 
ings, which were the bright particular spots in 
years of labor and sometimes depression. We 
ought to hav much brilliant oratory, for all the 
lecturers are to be there, and all the editors will be 
there too to set down and print their wisdom. 
The program is an entertaining one, and the dis- 
cussion of practical affairs, as started by Mr. Put- 
nam’s correspondents in this issue of Xue TRUTH 
Szexer, will lend variety and piquancy to the 
occasion. 

Liberals going to the Fair should make the Con- 
gressional season their season. Harvest will be 
over, and we hope, too, that by that time the finan- 
cial jugglers who started the senseless panic will 
allow the country to resume its normal prosperity. 
Cool weather will prevail, October is the most de- 
lightful of months in Chicago, and everything ought. 
to conduce to a good time at this union of freemen. 


On Freethinkers, on ye brave, 
On to glory or the grave, 
but do not, I beg of you, “on to the grave” until 
you hav subscribed for “Four Hundred Years of 
Freethought.” Joun R. CHARLESWORTE, 
Sec. Freethought Federation of America. 
17 South Curtis street, Chicago, Ill. 


Agents Wanted. 

We believe that not only can good be done but 
money made by any Liberal who will canvass for 
our book “Old Testament Stories Comically Illus- 
trated.” In fact we know one man who worked at 
it but a few hours weekly and sold nearly fifty 
copies in a month. The price is low; everybody 
knows the Old Testament stories, and nearly every- 
body would like a book applying nineteenth-cent- 
ury wit and knowledge to them. People like to 
laugh. Reverence for the Old Testament tales has 
| largely disappeared and jokes at the expense of 
Jonah and Joseph and Esau and Samson and David, 
and the other worthies of unsayory reputation, are 
keenly appreciated. It seems to us that the book 
will sell at sight. It does here in the store. 
Liberals out of employment will find this a good 
way to make an honest dollar. 

Terms to agents sent upon application. 

See a E 

We desire to call the attention of readers of THE 
Trota SEEKER to the benefits of subscribing to the 
Truth Seeker Monthly Library. The yearly sub- 
scription is orly $3, and subscribers to the Library 
receive a paper-bound copy of each book issued in 
it; or, if they desire the books in cloth binding, 
subscribers can remit the difference in price be- 
tween paper and cloth binding, and get the books 
in the latter shape. So far this year subscribers 
to the Library hav received “Paine Vindicated,” 
by Colonel Ingersoll, price 15 cents; the “ Crea- 
tion of God,” by Dr. Hartmann, price 50 cents; 
the “Resurrection of Jesus,” by Don Allen, price 
40 cents; “ Crimes of Preachers,” price 25 cents; 
the “Handbook of Freethought,” by W. S. Bell, 
price 50 cents; “Religion a Curse,” by S. P. Put- . 
nam, price 25 cents; “ Design Argument Fallacies,” 
price 15 cents; “ Pen Pictures of the World's Fair,” 
price 25 cents, and “Abraham Lincoln: Was He a 
Christian,” price 50 cents. Other books besides 
are in preparation. One of these, we may men- 
tion, is “Pleasure and Progress,” by A. M. 
Lorentz, LL.B., of which further notice will 
shortly be made. Send $3 and receive at once 
the books already published, and, as they ap- 
pear, those which will be published between now 
and January, 94. 


“Four Hundred Years of Freethought.” 


What a glorious thing it is to him who may en- 
joy favors and privileges that are denied to his 
fellow-creatures. I assert this in a general way, 
and not in the abstract. In times like the present, 
qualifications are absolutely necessary when ex- 
pressing one’s thoughts or opinions. Yet here in 
the busy, bustling city of Chicago, undisturbed 
save by the warning clang of the gong on the fire- 
engins, the roll of drums, and the clarion shrieks 
of the bugles as some troop marches past to par- 
ticipate in the train of events transpiring day by 
day at the World’s Fair, I hav been favored 
with an opportunity that has as yet been denied 
to other curious eyes. That opportunity was 
nothing more nor less than a glance over the 


The New York World has just gathered the 
opinions of about a baker’s dozen of persons, more 

. or less known to the public, as to who are the 
twenty-five leading Americans. Of the lists written 
out by these judges, one-half contain Colonel In- 
gersoll’s name. This beloved appellation appears 
on the lists of Postmaster Dayton of New York 
city, Superintendent Byrnes of the police of the 
same town (here in the shape of “ Bob Ingersoll ”), 
Theatrical. Manager French, Assistant District At- 
torney John McIntyre, Mrs. Frank Leslie, and 
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Gommunications. 


The Rich Man Defended. 


There has been much said and much written and 
published in favor of the poor workingman and 
against the rich man or his money, which is claimed 
to do the workingman a great injustice. We hav 
often thought of this subject, but hav failed to com- 
prehend the great evil that others do see in the 
wealth that man possesses. When we look around 
us. over the state of our own nation that we call 
governed by free institutions that claim all men to 
hav equal right to life, liberty, and the pursuit of 
happiness, we see one man’s right is as good to get 
and hold property as another’s, but it seems that all 
havnot the gifttodoso. Then how can we blame the 
rich man for using his money as he may think best? 
If he should hide it away like the miser and keep it 
out of circulation, then hé might be blamed for that ; 
but this is not often done; he wants to add to his 
pile, so we see him building factories and making 
railroads and all the great improvements of our 
country, and in so doing giv employment to thou- 
sands of poor people, and that givs the poor man 
a chance to feed and clothe himself and family too. 
Now I will tell you how I began in life for myself. 
I am now in my eighty-ninth year. In 1826I went 
into my father’s sawmill to work, with my wife to 
keep house, and I staid there two years. I did not 
like the business. I was brought up on a farm and 
that was my element, so I concluded to buy a little 
farm; so I bought a piece of land and agreed to giv 
$1,400 for it. I could pay but $400 down, and 
gave a mortgage for $1,000. I went to work on it 
in the spring of 1828. Everything was low. I drew 
corn twelve miles and sold it for forty-two cents, 
and wheat for forty cents. I paid $70 in- 
terest, and I took my team winters, went into the 
lumber woods and worked for $1 per day. I could 
hire a good man to work on my farm for $10 per 
month, or a girl tospin wool or flax for five shillings 
per week or do housework for seventy-five cents. 
But now everything is changed. A man must hay 
$20 per month and the girl $2 or $3 per 
week. But I still own and occupy the little farm 
—sixty-eight years, at Hast Lake George, in War- 
ren county. And now there is a great cry against 
the rich man for holding mortgages that cover al- 
most all of the Western farms, and that may be so. 
But how can he be to blame for that? Undoubtedly 
that gave the settler time to turn himself and work 
out. And again, the rich man owns the railroads. 
If he does, that helps the producer to send his 
stuff to the market of the world, and here is another 
great help to the poor man that he ought to be 
proud of—at least, be thankful for. If the laboring 
man cannot get work in one place to suit him he is 
free to go and work in another. The government 
has been blamed for not doing more for the poor 
man, when, in fact, it has given him a good home if 
he would accept it and go onto the homestead farm 
and go to work on it and raise his living; and here 
- the government has done much for the poor man. 
The poor of the foreign nations hav taken advantage 
of this offer and flocked to this country in great 
numbers, and now are enjoying the fruits of our 
forefathers, that spilled their life's blood to leave an 
inheritance to their own dear offspring that were 
dearer than their own life’s blood; and as Patrick 
Henry said in Congress, Giv me liberty or giv me 
death. And now the poor man of the old country 
is enjoying liberties of our free institutions that the 
rich man’s money has built up and maintains. They 
send their children to our free schools that the rich 
man supports, and he pays for their education. 
Still some keep on finding fault. Never were there 
any better times for the poor man than 1893. He 
can buy a good suit of clothes for less than $10, 
and all wool at that. Our Western people are much 
dissatisfied, or some of them, at least, and are form- 
ing parties in hope to control and manage the gen- 
eral government. Perhaps it is only a few of the 
influential ones that want to run the ship, like the 
little priest with his long fingers in Uncle Sam’s 
pockets, in which he has been very fortunate in get- 
ting his church property exempt from taxation, 
and throwing the burden on many a poor man, with 
a family to support too. And here the poor man 
might justly complain, but he generally bears the 
burden as patiently as the ox or the horse under 
the whip or spur. And here again we see the in- 
fluence of the little priest in politics, and both par- 
ties are in to get his help, which it is abominable to 
think is so. When we look ahead into the future 
that awaits us, and imagin the consequences of a 
civil war, we hav only got to look back less than a 
year to see what the influence of religion has done 
in our Congress in Violating the Constitution of our 
country by shutting the gates of the World’s Fair 


on Sunday. We would think Congress would be 
ashamed to invite the friendly foreign nations to 
come and visit us and when they come to slam the 
doors in their faces and say: Go home or go to 
church ; we don’t want such wicked ones here as you 
are. But we think, he that is without sin let him cast 
the first stone. We would not think that a man 
qualified to hold the office of president and run the 
United States of America would ever stoop so low 
as to lend his influence to buy his way into office 
and then violate the sacred oath which he has taken 
to support the sacred Article that cost so much 
blood to gain. Thechurch and politics are exchange 
partners — you help me and I will help you into of- 
fice; after I am in power then I will giv you a fat 
place in return. But this we hav to regret — our 
nation is drifting away from the principles that 
made us a free people. 
*Tis sad, I say, and well I may, 
To see our nation die 
By their own hand, in this fair land ; 
Now, who will breath a sigh? 


Our fathers dead no tears will shed 
About our future state, 

Or even know the bitter woe, 
Or dream of our sad fate. 


Brayton, N. Y. Asa W. Brayton. 


Always in the Way. 


Christians differ among themselvs about a pope 
and a purgatory, about drinking, dancing, keeping 
of Sunday, etc.; though they all, with an insig- 
nificant exception, unite on a belief in the Mosaic 
God and his peculiar son Jesus, as recorded in: old 
fables, and hold this belief necessary to escape the 
God’s everlasting wrath. Owing to these differ- 
ences, the world is progressing, and liberty of 
thought and speech prevails in some sections of 
Christendom. But the bloody cross of this God 
and son is the banner around which all Christians 
still flock and threaten to subdue all opposition. 

Now, Liberals may safely differ on questions of 
government, of finance, of capital and labor, of sex- 
ology, etc.; but while discussing these important 
subjects we should remember that the priest is al- 
ways in the way of progress, and must be got rid 
of. We need to hava potent bond or banner ever in 
view that will unite and inspire us. Priestcraft is 
the great obstacle to human liberty. Therefore 
every Liberal’s banner should be, The Blessings of 
Science vs. the Evils of Priestcraft. And probably 
the Freethought Federation of America opens one 
of the best methods of effectiv concerted action. 

Progress is made only when and where the priest 
is thrust aside. Seldom is a discovery made, or a 
progressiv step taken, and the priest be not there 
with his theological barricade. Do we try to treat 
the Sunday question from a rational, historical 
standpoint, we encounter the priest with an antedi- 
luvian order that no servil work shall be done on 
the Sabbath, and no fun nor recreation allowed ex- 
cept the pleasure of listening to the reciting and 
shouting of his crazy visions and the fun of con- 
tributing generously to his Lord through him. 

Do we want to tax churches equally with other 
property and be just to all citizens, we find the 
priest intrenched on the same old worthless au- 
thority. The Levite is there demanding tithes and 
fatlings with which to enrich and feed his God 
through himself: “What man soever of Israel that 
killeth an ox, or lamb, or goat, and bringeth it not 
unto the tabernacle to offer an offering unio the 
Lord [priest], blood shall be imputed unto that 
man; he shall be cut off from among his people” 
(Lev. xvii, 3). And this gluttonous god-priest 
mixes a hygienic law with a moral law in this wise: 
« Ye shall not eat of anything that dieth of itself; 
thou shalt giv it unto the stranger that is in thy 
gates, that he may eat it; or thou mayest sell it 
unto an alien” (Deut. xiv, 21). O that Christian men 
would read the stuff as it is written ! 

If it be proposed to modify the marriage tie the 
better to enable the wife to escape from a brutal 
husband, the priest is met with his Thus saith the 
Lord, “Let not man put asunder.” The knot may 
hurt, but it is awfully sacred. 

When, peradventure, a man and woman impru- 
dently transgress a local rule of custom and we ask 
impartial treatment of the two, we are confronted 
by the priest with this clincher from the God who 
“sis no respecter of persons:” “Whosoever lieth 
carnally with a woman that is a bondmaid, be- 
trothed to a husband: She shall be scourged; but 
he shall bring his trespass offering unto the Lord, 
and the sin which he hath done shall be forgiven 
him” (Lev. xix, 20). O that Christian women 
would read the Bible as it is written. 

An attempt anywhere in Christendom, with few 
exceptions, to change or modify the civil govern- 
ment is met by the priest with his heavenly com- 
mand to “obey the powers that be.” Here, in 


1776, the people, led by a few Freethinkers (Paine, 
Franklin, Jefferson, etc.), ignored that old dogma. 
Kingcraft was scotched, if not killed; but some 
kingly prerogativs are still exercised by “the powers 
that be.” And this fact leads some few Liberals to 
advocate a state of Anarchy—no government. Of 
course every Liberal wants a liberal government, 
with no priest or Comstock attachment. But evo- 
lution works slowly; and not before the time is 
reached when no wrong shall be done and when 
everyone yields to everyone else all the rights he 
claims for himself, can we do without government. 
Law is found in every department of nature, with 
accompanying force to execute the law. Human 
society cannot exist without law and a government 
or force to execute the law. Just in proportion as 
we are fit for self-government we are responsible 
for the wisdom or unwisdom of the laws. 

Experience, reason, humanity, enables us to 
modify the natural law of “the survival of the 
fittest,” and through human law and united force 
to protect the weak. In establishing this force, 
some discretion necessarily is given to legislators 
and executivs. This discretion may be used wisely 
or unwisely. In this country, when the use of such 
discretion is unwise, extravagant, bad, it is the prov- 
ince of the voters to select better officials. If 
through ignorance they cannot do so, the cause 
may be traced to the priest, who declares that his 
God is the author of all government and sole ruler 
over the affairs of men. Here the priest is in the 
way. Knock him out. And priest rule and pope 
hav been always in the way of Irish home rule. 

Probably a greater number of Liberals, in their 
opposition to private monopolies, want to extend 
the powers of government; to hav it control and 
operate all railroads, telegraphs, mines, ete. No 
head-center has yet or can be devised short of an 
absolute monarch to conduct such a government. 
Authority would hav to be concentrated in a sort 
of Mosaic God—the champion monopolist. The 
individual sovereign is of no great account now; he 
would then be a nonentity. 

While some are advocating the doubtful policy | 
of unlimited silver coinage, many of our Liberal 
friends want the government to giv up the use of 
coin and issue enough paper money to satisfy every- 
body, and to loan the paper to anybody at one or 
two per cent. Now, as only those having houses or 
other property could giv security and obtain a loan, 
and as such a policy would inflate values, it 
follows that the poor man would be worse off than 
ever. Here is a hitch, as there always is in any 
meddlesome attempt of government: helping the 
few hurts the many. Or, should government rush 
the presses and giv free to every inhabitant all the 
paper money each could carry, surely financial chaos 
would follow. 

But, says the paper advocate, gold has no intrin- 
sic value; that it rests solely on the superstitious 
opinion; that paper, being cheaper than gold, as a 
matter of economy should only be used for money; 
that the interest cost of a gold dollar in a dozen 
years or so equals its original value, etc. Now, the 
admitted fact that gold is the more costly presents | 
another hitch in his theory. It matters not whether 
we call the value intrinsic, artistic, or ornamental. 
Like the fellow in the stocks on a Sunday, it is 
there. Gold is preferable in many uses because it 
retains its purity. Everybody prefers a gold spoon 
to a brass or pewter one, with verdigris or lead 
poison. 

Had the Southern Confederacy issued gold and 
silver coin, that coin would hav had a market value 
to-day; because throughout the civilized world 
those metals are received in commercial exchange. 
No paper money can obtain so wide indorsement. 
Were the nation issuing it exempt from war’s dis- 
ruption, the paper is more easily counterfeited and 
more liable to destruction. The attempt through 
faith to make paper of equal value with gold, is 
somewhat like the notion that a God made the world 
out of nothing. 

` But these interesting questions of government 
and currency are of minor importance compared. 
with the great evil of priestcraft. Plainly the in- 
crease of numbers and influence in the ranks of 
Liberals is causing different Christian sects to stop 
the long-practiced recreation of denouncing and 
persecuting each other. For self-preservation they 
are now acting together in the attempt to fit on to 
every mortal a Sunday sitrait-jacket; to inoculate 
the plastic mind of every school-child with the 


fables about a virgin Mary, about a God-Jesus that 


wandered around the barren hills and stagnant 
ponds of Syria for two or three years, and then left 
for parts unknown without ever finding or knowing 
anything of America, etc. This partial Christian 
conspiracy strengthens them somewhat; and Lib- 
erals must recognize and prepare for a stubborn, 
prolonged contest with a cruel theological super- 
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stition. Truly it may be said, the priest is always 
in the way. ; L. G. Reep. | 


Design a Creation of Faith. 


In all creation there is design. The crane, with 
its long legs and bill, can stand in shallow water 
and catch the little fish as they pass by. True it is 
hard on the fish, and the crane is a useless produc- 
tion; but here faith comes to the rescue, and says: 
Nothing in vain; an all-wise God knows best. The 
herbivorous animals are destroyed by the billion to 
support a carnivore, and man destroys all things 
and his fellow-men besides, and all proves, if we hav 
faith, the glorious plan and design of creation. 
The daisy, the beautiful daisy, has no prickles to 
wound the spoiler; while the noxious thistle, cac- 
tus, and thorn hav prickles by the million to protect 
their worthless existence. The fawn, whose eye is a 
poem, is torn to shreds by the fangs of the wolf or 
the lion, and the harmless, innocent dove, quivering 
with agony and terror, dies to prolong the life of 
a hawk, and thousands of honest women and men 
liv and die in poverty and misery to support a few 
of their own race in luxury and debauchery. Life 
is dogged by death; creation by destruction ; 
honesty is the prey of roguery; virtue of vice; and 
all goes to prove the wisdom, mercy, and intelli- 
gence of the creator. If we hav a Samson-sinewed 
faith, with such faith, out of these jarring and dis- 
cordant elements, a Christian or a savage manu- 
factures one merciful god or a billion at the dicta- 
tion of his priests. T. WALKER. 

Rat Portage, Ont. 


Why Do Religious People Lie So? 


The religionists before the vote was taken in 
Congress piled up mountains of lies and committed 
forgery in offering lists of petitions of the names 
of many thousands more persons in several of the 
states than the last census showed were inhabitants 
including men, women, and children in those states. 
Then they talk of the holy Sabbath ! 

On such basis as this they claimed that a large 
majority of the people, and especially the working 
men and women, were in favor of. closing the Fair 
on Sunday. 

By such falsehoods and forgeries, coupled with 
threats of boycotting every member of Congress 
‘who dared to vote against them—corrupt themselvs, 
and thus corrupting all others with whom they 
come in contact, trampling the Constitution under 
their feet as Jeff Davis, Toombs, and Yancy did in 
1861—they induced the unprincipled politicians to 
vote for closing the “greatest show on earth” one- 
seventh of the time, and on what should be the 
péeople’s day. 

These enemies of progress, morality, and free- 
dom, self-styled “law and order people,” when 
fairly beaten in the Supreme Court of the 
United States, in an opinion delivered by the chief 
justice himself, abused the justices who favored the 
opening of the Fair on Sundays, invoked their gods 
to send lightnings and fires from heaven or cyclones 
from hades to destroy the greatest educational ex- 
hibition on the only habitable globe that we know 
anything about. 

But finding that the gods paid no attention to 
their foolish mutterings they then called upon their 
cranky dupes and frightend them from going to 
this greatest exhibition of the genius and industry 
of man, and by inducing the puritanical exhibitors 
to close the greater number of the buildings and 
exhibits, and acting in collusion with the railway 
companies prevented them from getting up excur- 
sions to take the people to the Fair, and by threats 
and chicanery prevented the directory from reduc- 
ing the fee for admission to twenty-five cents, and by 
these fraudulent means prevented the great mass 
of the people from attending the Fair, and then de- 
claring that the closing of the Fair was done by 
the gods in answer to the prayers of these lying, 
piratical priests. i 

On Saturday last a small newspaper, rather some 
printing on a sheet of paper containing more lies 
to the square inch than all the newspapers pub- 
lished, in the interest of the Wall street wreckers 
and robbers since Chicago convention in June z. m. 
292, was thrown into my yard, and among other 
falsehoods the leading article stated that notwith- 
standing the decisions of the state and United 
States courts, the directory had become convinced 
that the people were opposed to the opening of the 
Fair on Sundays, because so few attended on the 
first day of the week, and that the working men 
and women would not attend because they were 
determined to hav “Sunday for a day of rest.” 

This was adding insult to injury. 

Why is it that religion will make men and women 
lie faster and more unblushingly than all other 
things combined? ` 


‘| France, $800,000,000; Germany, 


Every person of any intellect and fairness, and 
that has sufficient information to enable him to find 


his way across the street, knows that the people, 


and especially the artists, mechanics, and working 
class, did not attend the Fair on Sunday because 
these lying enemies of the right, of justice, of 


liberty, of progress, and of education had used 


every false and unfair means that their saintly and 


malignant ingenuity could invent to shut the gates 
against the people and keep them away. 


If it is true, as the pietists declare, that the devil 
exists and loves liars, then he will get all of them, 


because there is no profession or class of men on 


this earth that can utter lies that would shame the 


prince of liars himself so fast and recklessly as 
these pretended men of God. 


P. V. Wist. 
St. Joseph, Mo. 


Why Christianity Is Declining. 


In a late sermon delivered in one of the Baptist 
churches of - Binghamton, N. Y., by Rev. Benjamin 
L. Herr, he dilated. upon and suggested methods 
for. increasing the growth and strength of the 
Christian church, and admitted and bewailed its 
decline. Among the many methods suggested 
there were none that might be considered practical, 


for he omitted each and all of those which had been 


employed with success in the past. He probably 
lacked the courage to stand up before the congre- 
gation and advocate the total extinction of secular 
schools, and perpetuation of a government under 
absolute church control. Protestant and all other 
Christian churches make a great mistake when, in 
their desire to keep abreast with the times in 
liberality of ideas, they encourage education in any 
but ecclesiastical and dogmatic channels. Free 
education of the masses, especially in science and 
history, has been, is now, and always will be de- 
structiv to the elements which are of vital impor- 
tance to the Christian or any other religion. The 
most tractable and intensely religious people are 
those most densely ignorant. J. B. Swert. 


Figures to Aid Thought. 


Acting Director of the Mint Preston has prepared 
a table of the monetary systems approximate stocks 
of money in the aggregate and per capita in the 
principal countries of the world. This table shows 
that the aggregate stock of gold is $3,582,605,000 ; 
silver, $4,042,700,000; uncovered paper, $2,635,- 
873,000. 

The stock of gold possessed by the principal 
countries is given as follows: United States, 
$604,000,000; Great Britain, $550,000,000; 
$600,000,000 ; 
Russia, $250,000,000. l 

The silver stock of these same countries is given 
as follows: United States, $615,000,000; Great 
Britain, $100,000,000; France, $700,000,000; 
Germany, $211,000,000 ; Russia, $60,000,000. This 
stock of silver is divided by Mr. Preston as follows : 
United States, $538,000,000 full tender and $77,- 
000,000 limited tender; Great Britain, no silver 
full tender, $100,000,000 limited tender; France, 
$650,000,000 full tender and $50,000,000 limited 
tender; Germany, $103,000,000 full tender and 
$108,000,000 limited tender; Russia, $22,000,000 
full tender and $38,000,000 limited tender. 

The ratio prevailing in nearly all the principal 
countries between gold and legal-tender silver is 
1 to 154. This is the ratio in France, Belgium, 
Italy, Spain, Netherlands, Russia, and Central and 
South America. The ratio between gold and 
limited-tender silver is as a rule 1 to 14.38. The 
respectiv ratios in the United States are 1 to 15.98 
and 1 to 14.95. 

The various monetary systems as divided among 
the several countries are as follows: 

Gold and silver—United States, France, Belgium, 
Italy, Switzerland, Greece, Spain, Netherlands, 
Turkey, and Japan. 

Gold—United Kingdom, Germany, Portugal, 
Austria, Scandinavian Union, Australia, Egypt, 
Canda, and Cuba. 
Silver—Russia, Mexico, 
America, and India. 

Of the uncovered money South America has 
$600,000,000 ; Russia, $500,000,000; the United 
States, $412,000,000; Austria, $260,000,000; Italy, 
$163,000,000; Germany, $107,000,000; France, 
$81,000,000, and Great Britain, $500,000,000. 

The per capita circulation of gold is: United 
States, $9.01; United Kingdom, $14.47; France, 
$20.52; Germany, $12.12; Russia, $2.21. 

The per capita of all classes of money is: 
France, $40.56; Cuba, $31.00; Netherlands, 
$28.88; Australia, $26.75; Belgium, $25.53; 
United States, $24.34; United Kingdom, $13.42, 
and Russia, $7.16. 


Central and South 


Behold, How These Christians 


away from me has lost his own pulpit. 
disaster hav come upon them all. 
them. T. Chalmers Easton was compelled to resign from 


prosecutors against me. 
who conducted the prosecution. The missionary board 


to abandon it. 


The Bimetallic Problem. 
What necessity is there for changing the ratio of 


the silver coinage? 


Let Congress pass an act making all debts pay- 


able, half in gold and half in silver, unless otherwise 
stipulated. 


Or, without such an act, let all written promises 


to pay be so worded—half in gold and half in 
silver. 


W. H. Burr. 


a 


Love One 
Another! 


A Christian, named J. W. Ellis, used to be a 


Presbyterian minister in San Francisco, until ihe 
presbytery there convicted him of misusing the 
funds of his church, and kicked him out of the 
\ministry. Now he says he will appeal to the synod 
to unkick him, and if it doesn’t he says he will 
start a newspaper to rub out all the San Franciscan - 
Presbyterian ministers. A newspaper man recently 
interviewed him, and here is the burden of Chris- 
tian love which this reverend embezzler dumped 
into the sympathizing bosom of the reporter, with 
a view to show that God almighty is a thorough- 
going Ellisite: 


Every minister who took part in taking my pulpit 
Distress and 
God has forsaken 
Calvary church as pastor. He was one of the leading 
The next was Rev. A. J. Kerr, 


withdrew financial support from him and he had to go 
East for another field. Rev. Dr. Chapman, of Oakland, 


lost his church and is now financial manager for Mills 


seminary. Rev. J. F. Rhoda declared that his field in 
South San Francisco was a useless one. God had with- 
drawn his support from it, and the church was compelled 
With it went Rhoda. Dr. Thompson 
tried several things for a year and then gave them up. 
Not only hay the ministers suffered, but so has the 
church. Since my trial, they hav lost four churches. 
One of them was the Woodbridge, which has gone over 
to the Unitarians. The Central Tabernacle has been 
wiped out of existence, anda new one is inits place. Two 
of our flourishing congrogations in San Mateo hav gone 
over to the Congregationalists, 


It is none of our funeral, to be sure, but would 
not Brother Ellis do better to stand still, and see 
the salvation of the Lord wipe out his enemies, 
without undertaking to set up a newspaper? To 
the unregenerate mind, starting that newspaper will 
look very like as if the Lord had deserted Brother 
Ellis and flopped over to the presbytery of San Fran- 
cisco. In Job’s time a man who hated anybody 
used to say: “Oh, that mine enemy had written a 
book!” It is amuch more horrid wish nowadays 
to say, “Oh, that mine enemy had started a news- 
paper !” 7 


w k 


Short Notes About Books. 


The Truth Seeker Company, 28 Lafayette place, New 
York, hav just brought out a most suggestiv paper 
volume, ‘‘ Abraham Lincoln: Was He a Christian?” by 
John E. Remsburg.—-Boston Daily Iraveler. 


“Pen Pictures of The World’s Fair,” by Samuel P. 
Putnam, published by The Truth Seeker Company of 
New York, begins with a description of the opening of 
the Fair, done in the style known to newspaper-men 
as ‘‘fine writing.” In the last analysis, the phrase 
means bad taste in the use of a wealth of words. Tu 
TRUTH SEEKER is evidently a flamboyant Atheist. For 
instance: ‘‘They say that President Cleveland joined 
audibly in the Lord’s Prayer at the close. Well, it’s 
just like him. He’s getting to be awfully pious. Does 
that mean a third term and colossal ambition? I do dis- 
trust these fellows that pray. Yes, it’s pray and pray, 
that’s what it is.” Mr. Putnam apparently aims to be 
blasphemous.— Buffalo Illustrated Express. 


One of the most really useful books to the ordinary 
Freethinker is ‘‘A Handbook of Freethought” by W. S. 
Bell, a well-known American publicist. Mr. Bell mod- 
estly enough claims that he has ‘‘selected” the book, 
not written it. He has deliberately elected to be useful 
rather than to be famous; and he has so signally reached 
the former goal that he has left himself not far from the 
latter. To the young man who has a suspicion that 
Christian orthodoxy has no basis outside the interests 
of its clergy and the gullibility of its laity, but who has 
little time for recondite study, we can recommend Mr, 
Bell’s book without hesitation. If he ‘‘asself” it, as 
Dr. Lewins would say, he will hav little difficulty in deal- 
ing with the stock arguments of the parson’s dupe, or 
even, in mauy cases, with the more disciplined arguments 
of the parson himself, —Agnostic Journal, London. 


The Minneapolis Journal says: 

‘ The Truth Seeker Company, of 28 Lafayette place, 
New York, publish a volume by John Remsburg, entitled, 
‘Abraham Lincoln: Was Hea Christian?’ He takes 
three hundred pages to reply in the negativ and asserts 
that his conclusion only adds enormously to Lincoln's 
greatness. He affirms that it will not be long before the 
acceptance of the doctrins of Christianity will be consid- 
ered an evidence of human weakness. Mr. Remsburg has 
not proved that Lincoln was not a Christian, but his ef- 
fort, quite laborious, is certainly not much to his credit.” 

That is to say, it is no credit to Mr. Remsburg to tell 
the truth! The kind of morality held by the Minneapolis 
Journal is now known. 
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What Shall the Freethought Congress Do? 


The following letters refer to important matters 
and require consideration : 


Prerson, IA., Aug. 7, 1898. 
S. P. Purnam, Eso., My Dear Sir: Inclosed please 


find check for $5. Please put my name down for your 
I earnestly 


hope you will be able to make the Convention a genuin 


“Four Hundred Years of Freethought.” 


success, 


May I propose a question for the Convention (or its 
friends) to consider? ‘How to adequately cope with the 
all-pervading activities of church organizations without 
seriously overburdening the already painfully taxed 


social fabric? 


For instance, in this little town of less than three hun- 
dred people there are in the two churches and their 
ramifications in each year over one hundred regular ser- 
mons, besides nearly as many extra—revivals, etc.; one 
hundred prayer-meetings; over one hundred choir meet- 


ings for practice; some fifty meetings for aid societies, 


etc., besides over one hundred Sunday-schools and about 


forty to fifty children and young people’s meetings. 


And nearly every form of amusement or enjoyment is the 

o com- 
pletely is the ground covered that the church may be 
said to be omnipresent, and some sort of subscription or 
charity matter pertaining to the church is going round 


fruit of these numerous church organizations. 


about all the time. 
Now, the Liberal element here and its sympathizers 


are about as strong as the church-membership. We had 
thought (and do contemplate) organizing a Liberal 


league of some kind. But it seems cruel to add labor 
and expense and care to this tired, taxed, and busy com- 
munity. The women are all tired nnd overworked, for 
whether church-members or not they are expected to 
help on each festival, etc., both by cookery and attend- 
ance, 
or permanent committees or some other affair of some 
branch of this huge octopus. 
women who are still left to the Liberal cause are 
heads of families, activ business men and women, few 


of whom would care to be saddled with the responsibilities 


of regular meetings or other continuous propaganda. 
Nor hav they the heart or desire to further afflict the 
social fabric with more charities, begging, or importun- 
ing. What then is to bedone? This continual hammer- 
ing of the church cannot fail to win an occasional victim 
and add new fuel to the fire. In some way we must meet 
and conquer this hydra of superstition. But how? It 
seems a pity to adopt the same methods we so deprecate 
in our foe, even if they sre the result of age, long expe- 
rience, and the deliberate counsel of long-headed councils 


and synods, 
Can your “gathered wisdom ” grapple and solve the 
enigma? Yours truly, S. F. Benson. 


CRAWFORD, Mıcm., Aug. 16, 1893. 

Mr. Joun R. CHARLESWORTH, Dear Sir: I take the 
liberty to address you on the subject of the Freethought 
Congress, to be held at Chicago in October, and, having 
read the columns of Taz TRUTH SEEKER and the Inde- 
pendent Pulpit, Iam unable to find any bills to be of- 
fered or laws to be passed by said Congress or any object 
for which said Congress is called. 

Also, seeing a call for financial aid, we do not feel like 
sending very much money if the Congress is simply 
called to talk Infidelity to Infidels, and to test our ora- 
tory and our eloquence before an audience, and to hav a 
general good time. If that is all its objects, I for one 
hay no finances to spare. I would now say if there is any 
object for which it is called or work to be done to main- 
tain our liberties, guaranteed to us by the Constitution of 
the United States, we may feel like doing something. 
As the time is drawing near, would it not be well to an- 
nounce its objects through the columns of Taz TRUTH 
SEEERR and other Liberal papers? 

Wriuiam C. DEOKER. 

What will the Freethought Congress do? What 
will be its practical outcome? What is the best 
method of future work? etc. These are the ques- 
tions: presented to us by the above letters. I am 
glad that these questions are asked, however hard 
it may be to answer them. I wish more would ask 
these questions—the more the better. It would 
show an interest, and if a sufficient number would 
ask then the answer would be easier, for it is by the 
interest manifested that we obtain the ability to 
answer. 

In looking forward, however, to future work 
don’t let us forget the great value of the Congress 
in itself—that it is a good thing to come together, 
to get acquainted, to make companionship. It is a 
good thing to shake hands, to hear our best speak- 
ers, to be animated by the presentation of grand 
ideas. It is a good thing to be stirred up, to hav 
the blood run swifter than ordinary. It is a good 
thing to be in a crowd, and realize for once that we 
are in a big majority, that we are in the swim. It 
is a good thing to attract the attention of the 
world, to show that Freethought is an intellectual 
power, and that it can be declared in splendid elo- 
quence, music and speeches, flags and banners, 


flowers and applause, eclat, corps de esprit—these 


are all good things in their way, and there never 
yet was a party that won its way without them. 
We must hav enthusiasm, and human nature is so 
constructed that we can’t hav enthusiasm unless we 
get together and hav a big time. The churches 
hav to do this, and they’d die if they didn’t. Free- 
thought is not thought simply. It is the heart- 
beat, the glowing feeling, it is a common sentiment. 

The Congress in itself is a good thing, and wor- 
thy of the support of every Liberal. 

But let us also recognize the demands of hard 
common sense, as well as of poetic ardor. How are 


we to combine our forces for future work? I be- 
lieve in organizing great plans and trying to do 
something far-reaching and effectiv. I believe that 
Freethought is to be a permanent power in human 


This is what I propose for future effort—a Free- 
thought university, increased political action on 
the three main demands, church taxation, secular 
schools, and no Sabbath laws, and a cooperativ 


union among the subscribers of Taz TRUTH SEEKER 
and Investigator, by which the subscription list of . 
these papers may be increased to the extent of one 
thousand names this coming year, and other Liberal 
papers aided accordingly. 

I hope that others will enter upon this discussion 
and tell what is best to do. I havspoken my mind. 
Before Congress meets let us hav a full expression 
of opinion. We are going to hav a grand Congress. 
Don’t let us waste the opportunity, but through 
this Congress push on the practical work. Don’t 
criticise simply, but tell us what to do, and how to 
do it. I hav shown what I think will benefit our 
cause. Let others giv their views and see if after 
all we do not agree, and so can pull together. 

Samven P. Purnam. © 


civilization. So long as this present civilization en- 
dures, so long will Freethought magnificently in- 
crease. Don’t let us lose faith in our cause. Free- 
thought was born at the martyr’s stake of Bruno. 
See what it is to-day from the lips of Ingersoll, 
when thousands listen enchanted. What will it not 
be a hundred years hence, or a millennial from now? 
Let us look ahead and let us build deep for the 
centuries that are to come. 

Now, first of all, I believe it is time to organize 
for a great Freethought university. It seems to 
me that nobody can question the immense benefits 
of such an institution. I admit that there is a vast 
amount of Liberal teaching in our universities, but 
this teaching comes as a matter of necessity and 
not of choice. Now, I want a university where 
Freethought is at the basis, is the law of the insti- 
tution, its supreme choice and purpose, and not an 
incidental affair oftentimes grudgingly admitted. 
I want a Freethought university from top to bot-. 
tom. I want the atmosphere of Freethought all 
about it. Such an institution as this would be a 
fountain of mighty influence, and why shouldn’t we 
labor to establish it? We can do it. The thing 
of it is to begin. We hav several centuries be- 
fore us. We hav as much time as the Catholic 


International Congress of Freethinkers. 


TO BE HELD AT 517 WEST MADISON STREET, OHIOAGO, 
COMMENOING SUNDAY, OCTOBER Ist. 
OFFICIAL PROGRAM. 

Sunday, October 1st.—Morning Session, 10 a.m. 


Presiding officer, Judge Waite. 
1. Address of welcome by the Chairman. 
2. ts ss Ms “ Samuel P. Putnam. 
bd eS “  ** Robert C. Adams, 


The young people are all connected with choirs 


The menand married 


church. Why not use it as wisely and patiently as’ 


that church does? 
a hut if need be and a few dollars, and wait. 
is the method of the church and it succeeds. 

Five dollars has been offered for the university. 
Let us start with that and see what can be done. 


Begin with small means—with 


The first thing to do is to locate the institution. I 


think a committee should be appointed by this 
Congress to select a location. I think it should be 


somewhere in the great West, near to the central 


point of the United States, where land can be pur- 
chased at reasonable rates. One hundred acres, if 
possible, should be purchased. Having settled on 
the location, then let us raise money to buy the 
land. When the land is paid for, then build a 
house on it—small, if need be—install a professor, 
and go to work. When we really begin to do 
things in this direction the money will flow in. 

Besides the university there ought to be a 
“summer residence” for Liberals, where we might 
hav a summer school of philosophy, lectures, etc. 
Our Boston friends hav started a thing of this kind 
and I hop? they will be amply supported. There 
are many Liberals who want to spend a vacaticn 
somewhere in the country amidst quiet and beauti- 
ful scenes, and yet at the same time they want 
social stimulant. Why wouldn’t it be a good plan 
for Liberals to select together an agreeable place 
for summer residence and combine for Freethought 
lectures, libraries, reading-rooms, etc.? Let us join 
with our Boston friends and make a success in this 
direction. So much for the literary, sociable, and 
educational progress cf Freethought. Now for the 
political work. , 

I believe that we should pull together for the 
more decisiv action on three main points—church 
taxation, secularization of public schools, and aboli- 
tion of all Sabbath laws. I think we should outline 
a campaign for the coming year, in which thou- 
sands of Liberals could unite for effectiv labor at 
the ballot-box and legislatures. Thirdly, I believe 
that Liberals throughout the country should make 
a tremendous effort to increase the circulation of 
the Liberal papers. We ought to put special em- 
phasis upon the matter. It is absolutely necessary 
to the ‘success of my first two propositions. We 
can’t hav a university nor political power without a 
Liberal press, and that Liberal press must con- 
stantly increase in circulation. Now, I want the 
Congress to create so much interest throughout 
our ranks that every friend of Tue TRUTH SEEKER 
and Investigator will set to work and get at least 
one new subscription for the paper he takes. I am 
quite sure that there are one thousand subscribers of 
THe Trurs SEEKER who, if each one made a special 
determined effort, he could get a new subscriber. 
Why can’t one thousand subscribers do this? Make 
a combined effort—hav a common understanding, 
and say we will get during this year one new sub- 


scriber. See how this would count up. One might |: 


say: “A single subscriber don’t count much; I won’t 
try;” but suppose he realized that a thousand other 
Freethinkers were trying with him, and that it 
wasn’t a matter of adding one subscriber but one 
thousand subscribers to Toe TRUTH SEEKER, and 
then he would see in this cooperativ action a vast 
influence added to the Freethought press. Surely 
by this sort of united effort a thousand subscribers 
might be added to Taz Truru SEEKER and the 
Investigator, and the Congress should be an instru- 


mentality to this end. 


That | 


4, Appointment of committees. 
Afternoon Session, 3 P.M. 
Presiding officer, Capt. R. C. Adams. 
ae Address by T. B. Wakeman, “‘ Christianity and 
er.” 

2. Address by Franklin Steiner, ‘‘The Church and 
Freethought.” 

Evening Session, 7 P.M. 
Presiding officer, Samuel P. Putnam. 

1. Address by John E. Remsburg. 

„2. Address by John R. Charlesworth, ‘‘ Freethought— 
What lt Implies, Its Power and Results.” 

8. Address by L. K. Washburn. 

Monday, October 2d.—Morning Session, 10 a.m. 
Presiding officer, Judge Waite. 

1. Reports of committees—standing or special. 

2. Reception of foreign delegates, 

8, Address by J. D. Shaw. 

Afternoon Session, 3 P.M. 
Presiding officer, Judge Waite. 

1, Secretary’s report of progress. 

2. Address by Dr. J. L. York, ‘‘The New Faith.” 

8. Discussion of ways and means to promote the bert 
interests of the cause. Introductory paper by T. B. 
Wakeman. 

No Evening Session. 
Tuesday, October 83d—Morning Session, 10 a.m. 
Presiding officer, Samuel P. Putnam. 

1. Reports of officers of the Freethought Federation of 
America. 

2. Nomination and election of officers. 

3. Address by president-elect. . 

Afternoon Session. — 
Presiding officer, Samuel P. Putnam. 
. Address by E. A. Stevens. 
. Address by C. Beatty. 
„Evening Session, 7:30 p.m. 
Presiding officer, Capt. Robert C. Adams. 
. Address (in Bohemian) by Frank B. Ydrubek. 
. Address by Charles Watts. 
. Address by Dr. Carus. 
. Address by G. W. Foote. 
Wednesday, October 4th— Morning Session, 10 am. 
WOMAN’S DAY. 

1. Address by presiding officer. 

2. Address by Lillie D. White. 

8. Address by Mattie P. Krekel, ‘‘ Individuality as a 
Factor in the Progress of Humanity.” 

Afternoon Session, 3 P.M. 

1. Discussion on ‘‘Woman’s Relation to Advanced 
Thought.” Introductory paper by Dr. Juliet Severance. 
è Evening Session, 7:30 P M. 

1. Address by Voltairiné de Cleyre, ‘‘ Mary Wolstone- 
craft, the Apostle of Woman's Freedom.” 

2. Address by Mrs. M. A. Freeman, ‘‘ Woman’s Day.” 

8. Address by Susan H. Wixon, ‘‘ Progress of Woman 
for Four Centuries.” 

4, Address by Mrs. Monroe Power. . 

Thursday, October 5th.—Morning Session, 10 A.M. 

f Presiding officer, Judge Waite. 

1. Reports of officers of American Secular Union. 

2. Nomination and election of officers. 

3. Address by the president-elect. 

Afternoon Session, 3 P.M. 
Presiding officer, Judge Waite. 

1. Address by Capt. Robt. ©. Adams. 

2. Address by Harry Hoover. 

8. Address by Dr. Mak. 

Evening Session, 7:30 P.M. 
Presiding officer, Capt. Robert C. Adams. 
1. Address by Judge C. B. Waite. 
2. Address by Clarence S. Darrow. 
Friday, October 6th. 


. Delegates will assemble at the hall at 10 a.m., and pro- 
ceed from there to the World’s Fair in a body. 
Saturday, October 7th. 

Delegates will meet by appointment, and will be shown. 
the various places of interest in and around the city of' 
Chicago. Grand banquet and ball, commencing at 7:30 
P.M, 


wore 
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Sunday, October 8th. 

Addresses will be delivered throughout the day upon 
various Freethought topics by G. W. Foote, Charles 
Watts, L. K. Washburn, Samuel P. Putnam. John R. 
Charlesworth, T. B. Wakeman, J. D. Shaw, John E. 
Remsburg, Dr. J. L. York, Judge Waite, Mattie P. 
Krekel, Voltairine de Cleyre, Susan H. Wixon, Mrs. M. 
A. Freeman, Dr. Juliet H. Severance, and others. 

This program is subject to revision by the com- 
mittee as the circumstances at the moment may 
demand, although they will endeavor to adhere as 
closely as possible to the outline given above. 

Joun R. CHARLESWORTH, 
Sec. of Committee of Arrangements. 
17 South Curtis street, Chicago. 


The International Congress. 

To raz Eprror or Tue Trurs Seexzr, Sir: Giv 
me space for these friendly words to each and every 
reader (subscriber or not) of your paper. They re- 
fer to the International Congress. They embrace 
three points. 

The cause is in your hands, friends. What are 
you going to do for it? You are earnest, the call 
the worthiest. It is urgent. Decide quickly. 
You value your convictions, back them. Realize 
that what you now giv has treble value. Whatever 
you can—none of us are too poor for this once— 
50 cents, $1, $2, $3, $5, $10—do it right off and 
tis done. Do it willingly. 

At the other end, Mr. John R. Charlesworth, 
secretary committee, No. 345 W. Randolph. street, 
Chicago, Ill, will receive and gladly acknowledge 
the attention. 

Liberals everywhere, the occasion is here. 
Another mile-post in the vigorous life of Liberal 
thought has been reached. A success, an inspira- 
tion, it should undoubtedly be. 

No more opportune time could present itself, 
mark it, for such a gathering as a means to greater, 
more far-reaching efforts. . 

Be present if you possibly can. It will help you. 
It will cheer others, thoughtful men and women— 
all workers. 

If you cannot be there, show your interest in the 
work to be done and that you would like done. 
Write an encouraging word. It will take but five 
minutes. It is almost a duty you owe yourself. 
` Think well of it. Do it, and do it now. It is far 
` from a small matter, this. 

It is well to bear it ever in mind, Liberals, it is 
the duty of each and all of us, so 


To act that each to-morrow 
Finds us farther than to-day. 


That a Liberal poet said. That is the Liberal’s 
oriflam. Thatis progress. 

The earnest Liberal cannot else be than in the 
van. He is used to stand the brunt of futil preju- 
dice and coward customs. Never yet has Liberal 
thought led in vain. It compels humanity's better- 
ment. This ¿s worth working for. 

The International Congress has its good work 
todo. Striving for universal enlightenment and 
- liberty—the best use of this world—it calls for the 
best thought imbued with the unconquerable spirit 
of truth. 

Friend, do your part. Do all you know how. 
All are expected to do no less. 

“But man can do his duty "—simple, yet truly 
eloquent—said that grand Liberal, Charles Darwin. 

To the point, I bespeak your warm response. 

Your fellow Liberal, Lovis Levine. 

P. §.—-When sending a donation if you will men- 
tion this letter, Mr. Charlesworth will note amount. 
For every $100 subscribed in this way, I will con- 
tribute an additional $1. Do not let me off 
cheaply. 

Keep this in view. The Congress will open its 
session at 10 a.m., Sunday, October 1st, at No. 517 
West Madison street, continuing eight days. L. 

August 18, 1893. . 


oo, 
The Truth Seeker Sustained. 
To raz Eprror or Tur Trura SEEKER, Dear Sir: 
I hav been a “constant subscriber” of Tux Teruras 
Szrxer for nearly twenty-one years, and allow me 
to say that I like your style of running a Free- 
thought journal. I was an Infidel first and a 
partisan afterward. You need not “stop my 
paper.” I could not keep house without it. I 
always put my vote where it will do Free- 
thought the most good and Christianity the most 
harm. A real, genuin, live Liberal has mighty 
little use for political claptrap. 
` The three-cornered fight here in Kansas is sim- 
ply. a scramble for boodle. Brother Dallas does 
not. see and realize this, or he would never hav 
penned you the unkind letter he did. Thirty-eight 
years. ago this month I located at Topeka, and for 


.. ten years hav been engaged in business here. If I 


` am not fairly well posted in the politics of the state 
I certäinly ought to be. The item of news you 


copied about our Populist governor, Lewellen, was 
correct as viewed from my non-partisan standpoint. 
His adjutant-general, Artz, a fugitiv from Colorado 
justice, is reorganizing the state militia on a strict 
party basis, with evil designs and fell intent as 
everybody but a blind Populist partisan believes. 


of this city was informed a month ago that if he 
would promis to quietly become a Populist and 
work to convert his officers and privates to that 
faith he could retain his commission, otherwise the 
company would be left out of the new deal. He 
declined, and the arms, ammunition, and equip- 
ments of the company hav just been ordered 
shipped to Topeka, to be placed in the hands of 
willing tools of knavish demagogs. 


sentativs and drive it from the capitol, but it re- 
fused to obey the bloody mandate, and war was 
Prohibitionist. 


needed reforms were it not led for the most part 


“That will do!” That will do!” shouted the 
colonel. “I am a busy man.” 
But the praying couple only changed their tune 
and began again: . 
At the judgment day, great sinner, 
When your sentence is passed while you wait, 


Oh, how you will plead for your pardon, 
But pleading will then be too late. 


So make a bold start, great sinner, 
Jesus will help you along; 
Sweetly and kindly he will guide you, 
And he will put in your heart a new song. 

This last effort of the prayine band was too much 
for the colonel, who said a few things under his 
breath and left his private office in possession of the 
exhorters. 

Half an hour later the colonel returned and half 
opened his door and peeped in. - 

“ Hav they gone?” he asked his clerks. 

When assured that the praying band had left he 
ventured to his private office. He called in his ste- 


The Republican captain of the “ Garfield Rifles ” 


Last winter Lewellen called out the militia and 
ordered it to charge upon the legal house of repre- 


averted. Lewellen was formerly a blatant Iowa 


The Populist party might accomplish some 


NOTICE. 
I DON’T NRED SALVATION. 
All persons who wish to pray for me hay my 
permission to do so. 


by a gang of cranks and old, played-out political 
prostitutes from the other parties. 

There is too much blind partisanship. What the 
country needs is two or three hundred thousand 


liberty-loving voters who will concentrate on the BUT 
best man of all the tickets in the field. kindly keep out of my private office until after 
business hours. Rozert G. INGERSOLL, 


Topeka, Kan., Aug. 23, 1893. 


we a 
Freethinkers, Attention. 

The headquarters of the Freethought Federation 
until October 1st will be 17 South Curtis street, 
Chicago. Please send all communications for 
Samuel P. Putnam, president, or John R. Charles- 
worth, secretary, to this place. All Liberal visitors 
are cordially welcome. Call if possible between 9 
and 12 in the morning. Liberal papers and publi- 
cations will be for sale at this office and also at 
Henchel’s Academy, 517 W. Madison street, during 
September and until after Congress. Liberal meet- 
ings every Sunday evening during September, and 
International Congress from October 1st to Octo- 
ber 8th, at Henchel’s Academy. 


street up to his Nassau street office, a year ago, he 
has had scores of religious cranks as callers, but his 
last visitors were the most persistent. His private 
secretary described to a reporter some of the recent 
cranks he has had as visitors. 

For instance, Chauncey M. Depew recently re- 
ceived a call from a man who had a new religion 
already made which he wanted Dr. Depew to put 
on the market. Dr. Depew could not see his way 
clear to adopting the new religion, so he sent the 
maker of it down to Colonel Ingersoll, declaring 
that he understood the colonel was looking for just 
such an article. Colonel Ingersoll, after reading 
Dr. Depew's letter of introduction, handed th 
fellow a $10 bill. “You can keep this $10,” said 
the colonel, “but for heaven’s sake keep out of 
here.” It is needless to say that the man with the 
new religion accepted the $10. 

There is an old lady up in Delaware county who 
for three years past has been sending Colonel Inger- 
soll choice bits of hymns, Bible leaflets, sermons, 
and religious quotations. Last week the colonel 
received from her a lot of religious matter that 
had been cut from some weekly paper. In 
glancing his eyes over it the colonel found that the 
old lady had made a very bad mistake in pasting 
into her letter the clippings referred to. Sand- 
wiched in between two hymns which had been cut 
from a weekly paper was the following: 

“Lilly Stebbins’s great burlesque show, at Music Hall 


Legal Business Encroached on by “the Busi- 
ness of Your Soul, 0 Great Infidel.” 


Ever since Colonel Ingersoll began making con- 
verts to his ideas on the hereafter he has been 
besieged by numerous religious cranks and fanatics 
who write him letters and call at his residence and 
law office to persuade him to reform before it is too 
late. Colonel Ingersoll has treated all his callers 
pleasantly enough and always tried to evade arguing 
on the subject of religion, but his patience gave out 
one day early last week, when a couple of religious 
cranks stopped all business in his Nassau street law 
office for two hours. While Colonel Ingersoll was 
discussing with a wealthy client a few days ago as to Í riosquo £ 
the best measures to be taken in a heavy railroad nert ee! leat ail Fy eet miss it! Great galaxy of 
suit his private secretary ushered into his office a Th pe ji re sare 
couple, apparently man and wife, quite respectably | . © colonel sent this letter back to the old lady 
attired. It is Colonel Ingersoll’s custom to permit in Delaware county, with a polite note of mqury 
all his callers to enter his private office and there as to how she made burlesque shows and scripture 
await him instead of being obliged to sit in the | 28799- A Tow days later the old lady appeared in 
outer room of his law offices. He does this out of | P°t80™ to make explanations. In pasting up her 
pure good nature, but he will do it no more. an ft esr e apie tea iad er 

, : upside down, and unfortunately the reverse side o 

Recording. to a story toa boa, Morala reporter the seriptural quotation contained the theatrical 


by a clerk in Colonel Ingersoll’s office the couple A 
permitted to enter his private office Tuesday morn- E Orune weekly paper aot: Delaware 


ing last week suddenly startled the colonel and his 
railroad client by kneeling down in the midst of his 
books and. papers and crying out to the Lord “ to 
save this great Infidel.” 

“Lord! Lord! Oh, save and hav mercy on this 


Lectures and Meetings. 


J. E. Remssoure will lecture in Michigan during the 
month of September. His appointments as far as ar- 
ranged are as follows: 


enemy of thine, who hast done such great injury in | Dorr, Aug. 31|Gagetown, Sept. 16, 17 
thy vineyard,” the praying band kept shouting. Muskegon, Sept. 1|Port Huron, ‘ 18 
“Hold on there! Hold on! I am talking | Ravenna, Fe 2, 3| Rochester, F 19 
business to a client,” exclaimed the colonel. Hubbardston, ‘t 4| Northville, $ 20 
FRS Howard City, 5| Tipton, 21 

“Leave off before it is too late and look after | Elk Rapids, “ 6, 7,8 Mongo (Ind.), “ 22 
the business of your soul. O great Infidel, we hav | Traverse City, “ 9, 10| La Grange (‘), “ 23 
come to save you,” cried the exhorters. Harriette, ‘ 11, 12, 13 | Lawton, fe A, 25 
Mt. Pleasant, ‘‘ 14, 15! Benton Harbor, ‘‘ 26 


“That's all right, but for heaven's sake wait out- 
side, will you, for me! Iam thinking about rail- 
roads now,” said the colonel, as he began to lose 
patience. 

His client suggested that he call in the police. 
His private secretary stood by helpless while the 
praying couple continued their exhortations. Sud- 
denly they burst out in song: 

Division from the devil, 
Division from the wrong, 

United in King Jesus 
We'll send the cry along; 


PRELIMINARY to the International Congress, a series of 
meetings will be held at 517 W. Madison street (Henchel’s 
Academy) during the month of September on Sunday 
evenings, under the auspices of the Chicago Secular 
Union, the Freethought Federation, and the American 
Secular Union. On the first Sunday evening, September 
8d, John R. Charlesworth will lecture; on September 
10th, Samuel P. Putnam; on September 17th, Mrs. M. 
A. Freeman and Dr. Juliet Severance, and on September 
24th President Beatty, of the Secular Union, and Judge 
Waite. The object of these meetings is to create an in- 
terest in the coming Congress. It is hoped that all visit- 
ing Liberals who cannot attend the Congress will make a 


For in his strength we'll battle special effort to attend these meetings. Tus TRUTH 
And do our best to win SEEKER and the Jnvestigator will be for sale at thesa 

From Satan all his minions— meong and Liberal books and pamphlets. It will be 
To Obrist we'll bring them in. a splendid opportunity to cultivate acquaintance. 
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betters of Friends. 


Mark It and Mail It. 

Toronto, Aug. 8, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: Of several ways given to 
help Tus TRUTH SEEKER, Isee no one so 
good as that I steadily pursue, viz.: Having 
read it and marked striking passages send 
it by mail to some one whom you know to 
hav brains enough to ‘‘see the point.” 
The marked passages excite curiosity, 

and it gets treble attention. 8. V.G. 


Occasionally a Sinner. 
Kernstown, VA., Aug. 8, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: Please find inclosed $3 for 
paper. My father died on last Feb. 3d, 
and itis a consolation to me to think he 
was no Christian. He passed off as 
quietly as a child going to sleep. He was 
in his sixty-sixth year. Weare located ina 
- religious county, but occasionally we run 
across & sinner. J. H. SAVAGE. 


The Best Gospel—the Gospel of Truth. 
Mowry, ORE., June 30, 1893. 

Mr. Evrror: Inclosed please find $5, 
for which renew wy subscription for one 
year. 

I can’t do without the good gospel of 
truth. Please send me ‘‘Old Testament 
Stories,” the ‘‘Resurrection of Jesus” 
(cloth), and ‘‘Sabbath-Breaking,’”’ by J. 
E. Remsburg. À 

I will do all I can to get some new sub- 
scribers this year. Lots of Liberals here, 
but all cowards. A. L. ALLEN. 


It Was Got Up by Man to Deceive Man. 
OARLISLE, IA., Aug. 9, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: Please find $3 to renew my 
subscription to the paper that I think the 
best printed in this United States. 

I hay tried to get you a new subscriber, 
but as this small town is cursed with seven 
sky-pilots there is rather a poor look-out as 
yet. Keep up the pictures. Heston is 
well posted in that old God-book that in 
my opinion was got up by man to de- 
ceive mankind, and they hav succeeded 
for the last two thousand years in deluding 
the people. M. QUSINGER. 


Why Be Afraid of the Preacher ? 
Mr, Cuzmuns, Mion., Aug. 17, 1893. 
Mr. Envrror: I like THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
It is the best Liberal paper I know of, and 
I shall help it along all that I can. There 
are several men here that call themselvs 
Liberals; but will they take a Liberal pa- 
per? No; they are afraid some of their 
Christian friends would find it out, and it 
might hurt their business. Why is it that 
some are afraid of a preacher? As for my- 
self, I hav no use for that class of vermin. 
They are the bloodsuckers of every com- 
munity. Yours in fraternity, 
COPLEY COTTRELL, 


Cheer for the Toiling Swede. 
Santa Cruz, Cau., Aug. 11, 1893. 

Mr. Enprtor: The sample copy of Tas 
TRUTH SEEKER at hand, and I am pleased 
very much withit. I desire to thank you 
and others. Iam very glad to see that 
Mr. Lennstrand is kept pretty busy 
lecturing in different cities. Take cour- 
age, then, friend Vic. Be assured you 
are in the right place. Just act out your 
conviction of right, and the good work of 
reform will move on with accelerated 
speed. 

Please find inclosed money order for 
$10—$2.50, one year, for my subscription, 
and $2.50, one year subscription to the 
inclosed address, and $5 for the following 
books: ‘‘Freethinker’s Pictorial Text- 
Book,” in cloth; the ‘‘Old Testament 
Stories Comically Illustrated,’ in cloth ; 
“ Priestly Celibacy Exposed;” ‘‘Crimes 
of Preachers;” ‘‘God in the Constitu- 
tion,” by R. G. Ingersoll; also Lithograph 
of Ingersoll, 22 x 28 inches. 

Wishing you every success, I am yours 
for liberty, Viotor LAINE, 


If the Ceremonies of One Sect Are Ex- 
cluded from the Schools, Those of the 
Other Should Be. . 

New Yorr, Aug. 20, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: In the last issue Tue 

TRUTH SEEKER justly says ‘‘that the 

American Protectiv Association should be 

as ardent in removing Bible reading from 


e 


the schools as in excluding Catholic cere- 
monies.” That is a good point to be con- 
sidered. For how can an: editor who 
justifies superstition and bigotry hav a 
clear sight into the truth of other things? 

Consistency is a jewel. Iam in favor of 
the A, P. A. in putting down all supersti- 
tion, and am opposed to all Catholic cere- 
monies, and would take all proper methods 
to eradicate the damned superstition out of 
the heads of the deluded dupes. But I 
would hav consistency of purposes in 
the undertaking. The Yrue American 
takes the snake by the throat, but dare not 
strangle it, and will not until it possesses 
Freethought to overcome prejudice and 
abolish creed and belieif in the infalli- 
bility of the Bible and other inconsistencies. 
I am greatly interested in spreading Free- 
thought throughout the land. The more 
we Freethinkers can show the people by 
reason and example the absurdity of he- 
lieving the ipse dixit of paid humbugs of 
the day we may find reason and common 
sense to be marching on to victory. 

Yours truly, S. R. THORNE. 


Going to Discredit the Great Witness of 
the Christians. 
Ronnets, Ia., Aug. 8, 1898. 

Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find stamps for 
fifteen cents, for which send me 
‘One Hundred and Forty-Four, Self- 
Contradictions of the Bible,” as I want to 
answer those Christians who say, ‘‘ That’s 
what the Bible says.” I wantto impeach 
their witness. 

The Infidels who are at all times ready 
to stand for the truth number four in the 
little town of Runnels. Three years ago 
the Christians would go out of their way 
to attack us; now they will go out of their 
way toavoid any argument with us. We 
hav become the attacking party. We hav 
them on the run. 

At present I hav the Pictorial Text-book, 
‘The Gods,” the Speech at the Trial 
fur Blasphemy, and ‘‘ Orthodoxy,” also 
“ Crimes of Preachers.” 

Tae TRUTH SEEKER I regard as one of 
the necessaries of life, and I am placing 
the copies where I think they will do the 
most good. 

I am not able at present to pay for 
friend Putnam’s book, ‘‘Four Hundred 
Years of Freethought,” but am determined 
to hav it as. soon as I can get the money. 

JOSIA Brvans. 


A Warm Admirer and Generous Giver. 
Sarum, O., July 26, 1893. 
Mr. Eniror: I hay just received a letter 
from Samuel P. Putnam—one of the lead- 
ing Freethinkers of the world, because he 
had the pluck to declare ‘‘ Religion a 
curse, religion a disease, religion a lie.” 
There is one man in the seventy-seventh 
year of his age that has the courage to say, 
I believe Putnam has spoken one of the 
grandest truths ever uttered by man, not- 
withstanding our brilliant star A. Augusta 
Chapman may think to the contrary. And 
I want you to send me $1 worth 
of his fearless pamphlets, and I will cireu- 
late them among the weak-kneed brethren 
who dare not speak above a whisper on 
religious subjects. He requested me to 
subscribe for his coming book on ‘‘ Four 
Hundred Years of Freethought,” which I 
had concluded to do before receiving his 
request. So you can put my name down 
for two of his books. 
self and one for one of my best friends. 
You can say to S. P. Putnam I giv him 
the liberty to write my name on the roll of 
Freethought. Please send me Mr. Put- 
nam’s pamphlet on ‘‘ Pen Pictures of the 
World’s Fair” as soon as you hav it ready 
for distribution. I wish to take advantage 
of the Truth Seeker Monthly Library. I 
send you $3 for one year’s subscription. 
Please find inclosed post-office money 
order for $20—$10 for Mr. Putnam, $1 
for his pamphlets, $3 for the Library, 
and $6 for the Freethinkers’ Congress. 
Please send me a list of the books that I 
may be entitled to, for I do not care for 
any that I now hav. SIMEON SHARP. 


It Takes the Theologians Years to Do 
What We Do in Days. 
West LIBERTY, Ia., Aug. 5, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: Isee by an item in the col- 
umn of ‘‘ News of the Week ” of the grand 
old Trurn SEEKER that another Presby- 


I want one for my- | 


terian college professor has gone by de- 


fault. It seems strange it has taken these 
Christian wiseacres all these long years to 
arrive at a disbelief in the inerrancy of the 
old scriptures. If they would only read 
Thomas Paine’s ‘‘Age of Reason” with 
an unbiased mind they would soon become 
convinced that the Bible, instead of being 
the word of God (if there is any), is noth- 
ing but a batch of bungled-together lies, 
unreliable history, and fables. 

We had the pleasure of hearing J. E. 
Remsburg deliver his matchless lecture on 
“False Claims of the Church,” in West 
Liberty Opera House. He is the first 
Liberal lecturer that has lectured here for 
twelve or fifteen years. He had a large 
and, I might say, an enthusiastic audience. 
We are working among the Liberals here 
to see if we cannot organize a league, as 
there is quite a number of Liberals around 
here. Some are outspoken, others prefer 
keeping still, but that is not how I feel 
over this work. We as Freethinkers will 
never be recognized as the powerful factor 
we are in this country till we do organize. 
Every earnest Liberal should be a self- 
constituted missionary in the cause of 
Freethought. 

_I hav placed the last books I sent for in 
good hands, and now inclose $2.50 for 
Tue TRUTH SEEKER for six months, one 
‘*Age of Reason,” and one dozen of J. E. 
Remsburg’s pamphlets on ‘‘ False Claims.” 
Please send me catalog and special prices 
for retail dealers in Toe TRUTH SEEKER 
publications, and I will endeavor to get 
one of our newsdealers to handle them. 

Iam, yours respectfully, J. Hoss. 


What Christian Will Answer? 


Rooxvru1z, IDA., June 24, 1893. 

Mr. Enrror: I received and read your 
sample copy. Please send it for one year 
with the Freethinker’s Badge-Pin, for 
which find inclosed $5. I should like to 
ask some questions through your paper, 
as Iam a good Methodist, and want in- 
formation. Why was Christ, the favored 
son and heir to the kingdom of heaven, 
always so unkind to his elder brother, 
Michael Lucifer Satan, nicknamed the 
devil? Did God need help to create man 
after he created the earth? To whom did 
he say, Let us make man? Did God hav a 
wife? Ifso, why is she never mentioned? 
If not, how came he by so many sons? If 
Christ was the only begotten son of God, 
what about Isaac, Samuel, and John the 
Baptist, and lots of others whose mothers 
God visited? Was the first man whom 
God created after his own image and made 
male and female such a monstrosity as 
we call a hermaphrodite, or was he sim- 
ply a tapeworm? Did the devil help God 
make man? What was he made of? If 
out of nothing, why was Adam made of 
dust, and Eve of a bone? Why isthe per- 
son made of dust so much stronger than 
the one of bone, and why should he be 
any better? If some kind brother or sis- 
ter in Christ will answer those questions, 
it may prove the salvation of one poor 
soul. I hav read the Bible three times, 
but never read any Liberal books until 
lately. Brother Will Carlton lent me 
some of THE TRUTH BERKERS. 

A MerTHODIST, 


A Noble Death to Die. 
New Frorence, Mo., Aug. 16, 1893. 

` Mr. Eprror: Death would seem to en- 
tertain a spite against you if we may judge 
by his selection of victims in this region. 
ashe takes off your stanchest, best, and 
most liberal supporters, and leaves those 
of us that are older and useless to you as 
being too poor or too stingy to patronize 
you to much extent. Some time ago I 
wrote you of the lamentable and untimely 
taking-off of Mr. Burlingame and wife 
by being run down in the night by a swift, 
wild railroad train. And now, it has be- 
come my painful duty to report the demise 
of your old subscriber and admirer, Mr. 
Pierre Foristell, of Foristell, Mo. (town 
named in his honor); stricken down 
in the prime of manhood and in the midst 
of a career of usefulness. 

But he met death calmly and bravely 
and added one more to the many proofs 
Ihav had that an honest Infidel is not 
afraid todie. But his whole family were 
nearly crazed with grief for their terrible 


PHERETRUTH SEEKER, SEPTEMBER 2, 1898. 


bereavement and irreparable loss, and 
hundreds of friends are saddened and 
sorrowful in sympathy. 

Now, afew words more about the death 
of Mr. Burlingame, In my notice of that 
event I missed an important item, not 
having been fully informed, I learned 
latex’ that he was off the track, but lost 
his life in an heroic effort to rescue his 
wife. Surely a grand transition to the 
‘* other shore,” if there is such a thing. 
I would wish to go in some similar man- 
ner myself. We may well imagin his re- 
ception by the dwelers of that mysterious 
land to be like that imagined of Napoleon 
wherein ‘‘the kings in hades rose up to 
greet him.” C. S. Osgoon. 


Results of Obeying “ Search the Script- 
ures.”? l 
Cincinnati, O., Aug. 9, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: My first year’s subscrip- 
tion to Tus TRUTH SEEKER has not yet ex- 
pired, but as I happened to secure a new 
subscriber I inclose herein check for $5. 

I hav recently finished reading both the 
Old and New Testaments, which I believe 
only about ten per cent of the strong or- 
thodox Christians can say, and I hav 
arrived at the conclusion that he or she 
who can believe the book to be of divine 
origin can be induced to believe almost 
anything, even to the supremacy and in- 
fallibility of old man Pecci. 

If I am to be damned because of my un- 
belief in the Bible absurdities and impossi- 
bilities, then damned I will be. What 
surprises me most is that women, whom 
the Bible grossly insults and makes slaves 
of, should be the principal support of the 
priests, while, in fact, they should throw 
the nasty book in the fire. If I were to 
approach a lady and address her in such 
language as is found in the following- 
named passages she would most certainly 
hav me arrested, jailed, and prosecuted : 
Gen. xvi, 7, 8, -9; xix, 30-36; xxx, 1-15; 
xxxiv, 1, 2; xxxix, 7-20; xxxviii, 8, 9, 13- 
20; Numb. xxxi, 17, 18; Josh. vi, 21, 22; 
Judges xvi, 1; 1 Kings i, 1-4; xi, 3; 2 
Sam. xi, 2-6; xvi, 21, 22; xiii, 10-14; Ruth 
iii, 3-11; Ezek. iv, 11-15; Song of Solomon 
vii, 1-4; Hosea i, 2. Of course these are 
only a few of the obscene passages which 
the Bible contains, but I am almost 
ashamed to hav called attention to any of 
them. 

Woman’s path from servitude to liberty 
has been a long, heroic struggle for what 
little freedom she has acquired, still she is 
tied down and her hands are bound. Not 
until she discountenances the claims of 
the church whose slave she is, will she 
ever gain her hoped-for release. 

Let the women withdraw their support 
from the church, and the clergy will hav to 
seek some useful occupation to make a liv- 
ing. Take theology out of the world, and 
money squandered on superstition will toa 
great extent, if not fully, relieve all present. 
wants. Letus hope that the future will 
bring forth a better class of people, that. 
freedom and reason will be enthroned 
where now slavery and superstition reign: 
supreme. Yours for right and reason, 

‘ M. J. CUMMING. 


Christ Is the One That Recanted. 

CONDON, ORE., Aug. %, 1893. 
Mr. Enrror: I wish to write’a few lines 
to your valuable paper that some able 
Liberal seeing may catch an idea 
and use it in a way that will make 
hell-fire screamers stop lying about 
Infidel death-beds. Admitting some do re 


‘eant, they are poor, weak, sick humanity, 


racked with pain, and make no pretense of 
being gods. Jesus Christ recanted when 
he came to die—‘‘ My God! my God! why 
hast thou forsaken me?” 

Infidels are more noble than Christians. 
They scorn to trade in the feelings of the 
heart-broken afflicted, or make stock of 
the agonized ravings of the suffering dy- 
ing. 

Some good, kind friend, interested in 
the salvation of my soul, for which with 
the gratitude of a true Infidel I thank 
him with all my heart, sent me a lot of 
Unitarian tracts and sermons, bracketing | 
with lead pencil noble principles of their 
belief, indicating the goodness of the 
sender’s character, if nothing more. 

Unitarians believe in the divine inspira- 
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tion of the Bible. Iam an Infidel. We 
are getting good, very good, much better 
than we used to be. To illustrate: Bene- 
dict Arnold, a traitor, died in a foreign 
land, away from family, and without 
friends; he walked the floor in agony 
with the death-sweat on his brow. ‘Oh, 
my God! my life has been a mistake; had 
I done differently I might hav been some- 
body, I would not be thus.” And with 
these sayings he drops down dead; he is 
lost, lost, lost—gone to hell to burn for- 
ever and forever. Amen. Particularly is 
this true in the mind of America. Poor 
Arnold! I feel sorry for you. I pity you 
with all my heart. There are few of us that 
want to go to heaven and look down in 
hell and see your misery. This is to-day. 
Yesterday: David was a man after God’s 
own heart. Elected to heaven and 
anointed with grease and and other filth 
till he is old and stricken in years, he gets 
no heat—in plain English, he is about to 
die. So he calls to him his boy Solomon 
that he may giv him his blessing and 
crown, with some instructions concerning 
his sociability with one of his old neigh- 
bors. He says: ‘‘See to it, my son, that 
thou spare him not, but bring his old gray 
hairs down to the grave in blood.” Think 
of it, my friends, with these feelings of 
murder and revenge in his heart he died 
and went to heaven. L. 8. O. 


A New Name—* Bunko-Steerers !9? 
Gruycourt, N. Y., Aug. 17, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find a $1 note, 
for which please mail me one copy Put- 
nam’s ‘‘Pen Pictures of the World’s 
Fair,” one Wheeler’s ‘‘Hard Knocks at 
Christianity,” and one Remsburg’s ‘‘Abra- 
ham Lincoln: Was He a Christian?” 
(paper). Your paper and Freethought 
books suit me so well that, Oliver-like, I 
hay to call for more. 

I guess I am about the only one here- 
abouts who buys and reads your publica- 
tions, as nearly all consider it a terrible 
‘sin to doubt the existence of that creation 
of sentiment, ‘‘Yahweh,” or to think or 
say anything derogatory to his welfare, or 
, the welfare of his pious bunko-steerers, 

the leaders of that band of organized 
credulity, the church, 

It is sad to note the pernicious influence 
of religion on the common people. Taught 
early to implicitly believe in an absurd 
and ridiculous superstition; made to feel 
that doubt is a sin and investigation a 
crime; tortured by the fear of hell and 
deluded by the mirage of heaven—a con- 
dition never realized—it is not surprising 
that so many remain idly anchored to a 
creed, the prey of designing sky-pilots, 
and in intellectual attainments unable 
even to reach mediocrity, 

A believer (a thorough gentleman, by 
the way, and a man of ability) recently 
said to me that he thought that ‘‘ Gawd ” 
in King David’s time looked with indiffer- 
ence upon all forms of sin except the sin 
of idolatry. Very good. The orthodox 
will hardly admit such a toleration on the 
part of their idol to-day, for as civiliza- 
tion has increased the standard of moral: 
excellence ‘among men, so the standard of 
a deity has improved. A 

The God idea is therefore subjectiv 
rather than objectiv, being the creation 
of sentiment and having no real existence. 
When this important truth becomes gen- 
erally recognized, we may. anticipate the 
time when the old God of Christianity will 
hav to abdicate, or navigate, and be rele- 
gated to his proper sphere of oblivion in 
the annals of mythology, along with Thor, 
Bacchus, Zeus, Siva, etc. Then the mil- 
lennium will indeed appear; but for the 
present the irrepressible conflict between 
science and what Brother Putnam has so 
aptly denominated ‘fa curse, a disease, 
and alie,” must be maintained. 

PauL S. Tooxsr, 


Prized Counsel, 

Ricumonp, VA., Aug. 11, 1893. 

Me. Epviror: I hav been an interested 
reader of your most valuable paper for 
eight or nine years, and am now the Rich- 
mond agent. I ama fervent believer in 
. Freethought, and anxious to spread the 
theories taught throughout the columns of 
your most valuable and instructiv paper ; 
but I do not want you to think that I write 
these lines to teach you how to edit a paper 


or what to publish, for my aim is only to 
put the same question to you that has been 
asked of me by several people here who are 
readers of Taz TRUTH SEEKER. And I 
thought it would be pleasing to the public 
as well as profitable to you, both now and 
in years to come. 

You may think I am very ‘‘ cheeky,” 
but why don’t some able writer devote one 
or two columns each week in Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER to critical expounding of each 
chapter of the Bible, beginning with Gen- 
esis and continuing systematically through 
each chapter without omitting any one un- 
til the author has explained the last chap- 
ter of the book of Revelation? 

Such an analysis of the holy book would 
make Tue TRUTH SEEKER in great demand 
and much more valuable as an instructor. 

And if you were to open a query column 
for correspondents so Christians could ask 
questions and giv opinions through the 
columns of your paper, and thus put it on 
the basis of a Sunday-school paper, it would 
be read by many who do not now read it. 
This would cause meny controversies which 
are now not fully brought out, and thus the 
readers of your paper would hav many 
explanations which are not now given 
though universally believed. Each copy 
would then be anxiously looked for and 
carefully prized as valuable and instructiv 
information concerning the salvation of 
mankind, 

In years to come the back numbers would 
be called for'and diligently read by all fut- 
ure investigators after the truth, and it 
would become a Bible-class journal, as all 
biblical questions might be asked and an- 
swered through its columns. 

And as those articles would be continued 
from one week to another you would hay 
many more regular subscribers, thus 
making it more popular and financially a 
success for the Truth Seeker Company. 

Mr. Watson Heston could also assist 
most wonderfully with his most wonder- 
ful, marvelous illustrations, with each suc- 
ceeding chapter, thus we might hav a Bible- 
class class-book which would be circulated 
all over the globe and would eventually be 
of more interest to the public than any 
Sunday-school paper or Bible-class in- 
structor now in use in the churches. 

In after years you would hav many ap- 
plications for those back numbers in which 
the different chapters of holy writ were ex- 
pounded, and the more issues it would be 
continued inthe better for you, as it would 
not be of that class of trashy reading like 
continued-story papers, but would be of 
interest to all mankind, therefore a revenue 
to the benefit of the publishers. 

` Evaane J. BRADY. 


[Thanks for advice, which is always wel- 
come. Critical exposition of the Old Tes- 
tament, chapter by chapter, has already 
been done by us to a certain extent in 
“ Old Testament Stories Comically Illus- 
trated.” Queries and comments are now 
being published by us to just the extent 
to which they are sent us.— Ep. T. 8,] 


In God We Rust. 
Ensinorz, CAL., Avg. 5, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: Some hardened wretch at 
Elsinore, Cal., has mutilated a number of 
silver dollars (worth “four bits”) by re- 
moving the first ‘‘t” in the last word of 
the religious posy of our stereotyped piety, 
leaving the following fact to stare in the 
face of the pious, ‘‘In God We Rust.” 
Now this radical change of sentiment, 
from superstition to fact, is a red rag to 
the truly good, which calls for gore, and 
as there is a law which prohibits the muti- 
lation of coin, the offender will no doubt 
be sacrificed to the Lord under the aus- 
pices of the government if his identity can 
be determined. There is also a Constitu- 
tional provision which, if carried out, 
would prohibit the officers of the mint or 
the Congress from originally mutilating 
the coins of the United States by placing 
thereon the advertisement of any particu- 
lar god. When onr Constitution guaran- 
tees to each of us the right to exercise our 
own particular religious belief according 
to the dictates of our own consciences, it 
takes away the power of Congress or any 
officer of the government to make a relig- 
ious bulletin-board of our coins by which 
to advertise any particular religious sect 
or group of religious sects, These coins 


are issued by the government for the use 
of all the people thereof. 

To willfully violate this fundamental 
principle of our government by thus ad- 
vertising a certain one of our gods is dis- 
crimination in favor of the business of a 
class who neither toil nor spin—unless the 
spinning of pious fish stories can be raised 
to the hight of labor—and is a direct 
snub to the multitude of other gods which 
our people worship. While it is true the 


| writer has not reached that degree of per- 


fection wherein he has tied his faith to 
any of the gods which are worshiped by 
any of our people, he nevertheless believes 
in fair play. Serve all alike and let the 
fittest survive. Why should not Allah, 
Joss, Jehova, Kitche-manito, Unktahe, 
Montezuma, or any other of the gods 
which our people worship be fully adver- 
tised upon our coins. If a silver dollar 
contained a dollar’s worth of silver, and 
was made rather thin, we could hav room 
for them all, together with a statement 
that some of us do not “trust” any of 
them. 

If the matter of trusting in some super- 
stition must be engraved upon our coins, 
it should certainly be made so sweeping 
and general as to include us all. 

What right has a coin which I pass you 
in payment of a debt to lie about what 
either of us believe? WhenIpay a China- 
man for washing my shirt, the coin which 
I giv him bears the information that ‘‘ we” 
trust in God, which is not true. He trusts 
in Joss, and I trust in Æ pluribus unum. 
Of course this little piece of sharp practice 
by the Christian to advertise hia God to 
the exclusion of all others seems very nice 
and proper to him, but it in reality only 
shows him to possess the qualifications of 
a swine, coupled with the prerogativ dis- 
position of a jackass to do things which in 
the end must inure to the benefit of his 
combined opposition. In order to obviate 
the calamity which this unqualified mis- 
representation, ‘‘In God We Trust,” is 
sure to bring upon the Christian, itis sug- 
gested that the double eagle be provided 
with one hog head and one jackass head, 
leaving the other advertisement off. 

Of course, it is wrong to mutilate a coin 
—either by placing upon it profanity 
against all of our gods except one, or by 
afterward making it (by the erasing of a 
letter) to also include the advertised God 
in the profanity—and yet the law should, 
if it does not already, giv each man, 
woman, and child in these United States a 
right to express her or his religious be- 
lief without improper restraint, if they 
hav any such belief, and to say so if they 
hav none. Aman should certainly hav a 
right to say ‘‘In God we rust” if, after 
having carefully read the history of Chris- 
tianity, he is forced to conclude that 
science has been hindered and handicapped 
by it for sixteen hundred years, and that 
even now the church trembles with rage 
whenever a great discovery is made which 
proves some one of its pet delusions a 
fraud; but whether or not he has a right 
to say so by changing the lettering of a 
coin, is a matter which a test case would 
probably compel the people to raise up in 
their dignity and declare. 

F. H. Haw, 


Reflections of the Bible God. 
PIrrTSFÆLD, Mass., Aug. 6, 1893. 

Mr, Epiror: This Sunday morning 
finds me in the state of Massachusetts, a 
place where the vicegerents of God call 
upon his devotees to surrender their man- 
hood and pocketbook to the Lord that his 
pulpiteers may liv and grow fat and the 
people be kept in blind ignorance. Being 
a stranger here I concluded to attend 
church. Wishing some fruit to satisfy 
the demands of my stomach I looked in 
vain for a fruit stand, but learned that it 
was wicked to eat fruit in Massachusetts 
on Sunday, or at least to sell it on Sunday, 
and in consequence the Lord’s will had 
closed the fruiterers’ business on his holy 
day. 

I had supposed until this time that ‘if 
one had no shoes he could go barefoot,” 
it being a free country, but my memory 
reminds me that I am now in a land where 
I am liable to be burnt as a witch unless 
more favorable conditions surround me. 
As I feared more witches in the church 
than out, I at once returned to my roomto 
read my Bible for fear of unjust accusa- 


tions. The first chapter I opened to was 
Gen. xxxviii; it being a ltttle mysterious, 
I fail to comprehend its true meaning and 
at once conclude it is like most of the in- 
tricate teachings of the scriptures, ‘‘only 
figurativ;” that no one is expected to 
understand it, yet must abide by it. This 
of course is easy to do, for we can follow 
that which we don’t understand much 
better than that which we understand, I 
wish some ‘‘divinely inspired” divine 
would explain how the transaction of 
Judah was intended to elevate the ‘‘ house 
of Judah” from which descended our 
“Lord and master.” There can be no 
question but what Judah (as well as Solo- 
mon, David & Co.) was a very righteous 
individual and followed the spirit of the 
Lord, yet he seemed to be a little 
“ muddled ” in his righteousness in this 
case. I can easily understand where his 
licentiousness came from, he being a des- 
cendant of Adam and Eve, for unquestion- 
ably the dust that the Lord God made 
Adam of was poor dust and had never 
been screened or filtered; but how such 
sacredness, accompanied by carelessness 
on his part, could so ‘‘overcome” Judah 
at- this time I know not. 

Some one has hinted that ‘‘ God’s ways 
are not man’s ways,” and as man’s ways 
are not at all times perfect, I hav been 
trying to find deity to learn of him. I 
wish a real, live, sure-enough, merciful 
god, but can find none. 

I used to bow in daily prayer to tell him 
how much I knew, what I wished him to 
do, and how to do it, but I never could 
see any great change in his management 
of affairs and I abandoned the scheme and 
turned my commission over to the Salva- 
tion Army, thinking that perhaps he would 
“lend an ear” to their understanding. 

When at the Columbian Exposition in 
Chicago I saw what they said represented 
God, but as each country fashioned him 
differently and tells a different story, I hay 
concluded that some one may be in error. 

I do not wish such a God as Moses givs 
us, who creates a world of earthquakes, 
filled with pain and death, and then under- 
takes to lay the blame on poor Adam and 
Eve, when he himself had made them 
from dust of his own creating, knowing 
they would sin and that he in his infinit 
mercy would hav to punish and kill them 
—yea, their children also. Further, that 
he would hay to bring forth, ‘‘in a mys- 
terious way,” a son to suffer and die to 
appease his infinit wrath. Al this is said 
to hav been caused by a devil, whom God 
had previously made and who seems 
to hav nearly equal power with God, 
which really givs us two gods—a good 
God and a bad god. 

I only wish to learn of the good God, 
whom Moses partially describes in Ex. 
xiii, where the first-born of the parents 
must be killed to please the Lord. This 
is nothing unreasonable, for the Lord did 
the same thing himeelf and that by slow 
torture on the cross. Also Ex. xi and 
Num. xxxi giv us some idea of the good- 
ness of the Lord. 

I hav often wished that Pharaoh’s 
daughter had never fished the murderer 
Moses out of the bulrushes, for it is 
through him we are taught came the garden 
of Eden yarn, the ark story, where a little 
boat with only one window, twenty-two 
inches square, carried living animals of 
many times its own size and weight for 
one year, etc. 

The web into which these yarns hay 
been woven has caused many disasters. 
Millions hav been burnt at the stake as 
heretics for non-belief, the Bastile was 
erected, nations and individuals hav 
quarreled and fought and are still doing 
so, Yet the Lord’s will must be done, 
and we sing: 


Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise him all creatures here below. 


And still the birds fly to and fro on the 
Sabbath in search of worms (poor, inno- 
cent worms), the dogs bark, the cattle 
bellow, and the fish in the sea play tag 
among the boulders, just as if Moses had 
never been born, I am called an Infidel 
because I will not accept such a brute for 
a God as the Bible describes, but wish 
something better to feast my love upon, 
Justice is my god, Truth my redeemer, 
Pleasant Thought my paradise, and Home 
my heaven. A, D. Swan, 
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@hildren’s Gorner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wreon, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communica- 
tions for this Corner should be sent. . 


and sickly. ‘‘It was probable,” her in- 
formant said, ‘‘ that Hannah would hav to 
go to the poorhouse.”’ 

All Myra’s sympathies were aroused, 
and although she was not well off herself 
in this world’s goods, she resolved to take 


| her orphaned half-sister under her own 
protection; so she made a journey to the 


"s Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 


town where Hannah was living, and took 
the d ti 

Oompes a, aein a the C drenk Hous. 2 the feeble little girl-woman away with her 

to her own home. But she did not know 

“ Presbyterians.” the burden she had assumed, for Hannah 


had always been indulged by her fond 
mother, and petted greatly on account of 
her deformity and ill health, and, as is 
often the case, she had thus become self- 
ish, fretful, petulant and exacting. She 
thought she had the hardest fate of any- 
body, and was the most ill-used person 
that ever lived. She was constantly re- 
pining over her hard lot, and finding fault 
with the world and everybody in general. 

“If you would only exert yourself a 
little,” said Myra one day, ‘‘and try to 
forget your ailments you would be hap- 
pier.” 

“ But what can I do? You know I’m 
feeble, deformed, and miserable. I can’t 
work. Oh, dear, such a hard life! I wish 
I was dead!” and Hannah began to cry 
again. 

Thus it was, whine, whine, whine, cry, 
cry, cry, all day and half the night. 

“If I were able to work, I don’t know 
what I could do,” she whined. ‘‘I hav 
never been trained todo anything. Be- 
sides, there isn’t anything to do here——” 
And after a pause she added: ‘‘ Myra does 
it all.” 

‘There's work enough to do if you’ve 
only a mind to do it,” said a voice at her 
elbow. 


On the state of Pennsylvania there exists a 
‘small, sharp- stinging fly or gnat known as the 
“Presbyterian.” 

You silly, airy, little prigs! 
Sailing along with outspread wings, 
_ Like ancient sloops or modern brigs! 
Hurting our flesh with your sharp stings. 


‘Thé blood of Methodists you seek, 
(And they seek yours, you may be sure), 
And, from a Papis:, fat and sleek, : 
You draw the life of his heart’s core. 


Your sect is known by shape and tint— 
Sometimes, they say, your victims die, 
Because your stinging has no stint — 
O Presbyterians! fie, oh, fie! 


Perhaps in Evolution’s way, 
You'll evolute to bird or beast; 

Or, maybe—who that’s wise can say?— 
You may hav been here, once, at least, 


And worn blue stockings, bell-shaped hats, 
A dozen, or, perhaps, a score— 

And had your loves, and hates, and spats, 
And sung your psalms, if nothing more. 


But, never mind, oh, typie fly! 
Of other flies, we all might tell, 
How some are blue as any sky, 
And some are black as any—well, 


We will not rest on this or that, 
Or how they each can make blood flow. 
Judge no man only by his hat! 
They all hav records as you know. 
ee 


Three Fairies. 


‘© Oh, dear, dear! this is just the worst 
old world I ever saw! Everyone for him- 
self, and nothing but trouble and trouble 
and trouble!” and poor little Hannah 
Downley began to cry. 

‘Pray how many worlds hav you visited 
in the whole course of your natural exist- 
ence?” inquired Hannah’s half-sister, 
Myra. ‘‘I think it is a very good world 
indeed. Plenty to eat, plenty to wear, 
beautiful flowers blooming in the fields 
and meadows, birds singing in the trees, 
green grass waving in the wind, berries to 
be had for the picking, sunshine by day, 
and at night a lovely sky dotted with 
bright twinkling stars and a shining moon 
looking down upon'a quiet, peaceful 
world—good friends watching over you— 
what hav you to complain of?” 

‘ Oh, it is beautiful to you, of course, 
because you are well, and hav all your 
friends around you, but I am sick and all 
alone, and—and—and helpless,” and Han- 
nah began to cry harder than ever. 

Hannah was a poor little deformed girl 
and sickly. Icall her a girl because she 
was small in stature and childish in her 
ways and manners, but in years she was a 
woman. 

A long while ago her half-sister Myra 
was left motherless, and after a time her 
father married Hannah’s mother. After 
Hannah was born, Myra, then a small 
child, was neglected. The stepmother 
cast her off, and she went about, shabbily 
dressed and altogether forlorn. One time 
her older brother came home from sea to 
find little Myra sitting on the doorstep 
crying at 10 o’clock at night. The step- 
mother had been gone all day, and locked 
Myra out, to get along the best way she 
could. Her father was away on a foreign 
voyage at sea, and, of course, knew 
nothing of the treatment his little girl 
was receiving. The big brother, indig- 
nant when he found his sister on the door- 
step crying at that hour of the night, im- 
mediately took her to a boarding-place 
where she would be kindly treated. She 
never lived at home after that. When she 
grew to womanhood she married, and, 
although she met with many reverses, she 
was brave and courageous, and never 
stopped to waste time in repining, but 
just went right along working and singing 
cheerfully. She went away to liv, and 
it was a good many years before she heard 
from her old home. Her father and big 
brother died, and then she no longer felt 
the same interest in her childhood’s home 
as before. But one day there came word 

_ to her that her stepmother had died and 
that Hannah was left destitute, deformed 


Hannah jumped and gave a little scream. 


She saw no one and, with a beating heart, 
she whispered : 


“ Who spoke?” 
“I did,” answered the voice. 
‘And who are you?” and Hannah’s 


heart went thumpity-thump. 


“I’m Closathand, a fairy friend,” said 


the same voice. 


Just then some one rapped on the door. 
“Why don’t you go to the door?” 


squeaked another voice. 


* Oh, dear, what was that?” and Hannah 


began to shake and quiver. 


‘‘ My nameis Nimblefoot, a fairy friend,” 
was the answer, soft and low. ‘Come, 
come,” it went on. ‘‘Goto the door, my 
dear.” 

Hannah made an effort, and opened the 
door. There stood a pretty little blue- 
eyed creature, all smiles and dimples, 
which she commenced to pluck from her 
face and throw at Hannah. 

Smiles and dimples fell all around her, 
like rose leaves blown by summer breezes, 
and once in a while one would hit her face 
and stick there. 

‘‘Oatch them! Catchthem! They’re all 
for you,” said Closathand, who sat perched 
on the back of Hannah’s chair. 

‘Oh, I can’t,” whimpered Hannah. ‘‘I’m 
a poor, sickly, deformed girl— I can’t do 
anything at all. Oh, I wish I was dead!” 

**Giv that fellow a kick,” said Nimble- 
foot, dancing up to Hannah, ‘‘ Here’s my 
foot, at your service,” and he handed her 
his own foot and leg. 

‘It isn’t a fellow that’s—that’s talking— 
it is I, Hannah Downley. I’m a poor, 
feeble, sickly, deformed — ” 

‘You may think it is yourself,” inter- 
rupted Nimblefoot, ‘‘but you can’t see the 
fellow asI do. I tell you it is old Cronic- 
grumbler, a blind old dwarf, crossgrained 
and peevish, and he is trying to make you 
look just like him.” 

“And he is awful-looking,” said the 
preity little blue-eyed creature, still throw- 
ing smiles and dimples. ‘‘ If youcancatch 
these smiles and dimples, you can make 
him goaway. I would if I were you, for 
if you do not get rid of him soon he will 
just stay with you forever, and he’s very 
disagreeable company.” 

**Qo-000 !” groaned Ghanigeranihler, 
‘*She won’t get rid of meso easy. This is 
a nasty old world, anyway, but I hav to 
stay in it, as old and rotten as it is. Han- 
nah is my property, I’d hav you know, and 
I stay with her allthe time. I eat with her 
and I sleep with her. I’ll not desert Han- 
nah, and. I will stay with her just as long 
as she stays in this mean old world.” And 
he made a terribly ugly grimace. 


“ You'd better keep your distance,” said 
the first little fairy. ‘‘ Remember I am 
Closathand.” : 

“And I am Lafitoff,” chimed the blue- 
eyed, dimpled, smiling fairy, still throwing 
smiles and dimples. 

“Oh, dear !” sighed Hannah. ‘‘Such a 
dreadful life! Such an awful old world !” 

‘Such an awful old world,” repeated 
Cronicgrumbler, echoing her words. 

“If I had something to do, perhaps I 
might do a little, but Myra does all the 
work—oh, dear !” 

**Look here !” said Closathand, and with 
a stick he pushed a basket of stodkings 
right under Hannah’s nose. 

‘ They’re full of big holes,” sighed Han- 
nah, : 

“Darn ’em !” whispered Nimblefoot. 

Hannah very reluctantly took a needle, 
and, strange to say, went to work. , 

Cronicgrumbler made her prick her 
finger with the needle, at which she 
groaned, and he groaned too. 

“Never mind!” said Lefitoff. ‘Try 
again. You’re doing bravely,” and she 
flung a smile which hit Hannah right in 
the middle of her rosy lips. 

Pretty soon every hole in the basket 
of stockings had disappeared. Hannah 
did not feel very tired, and had not found 
a bit of fault for the good hour that she 
was engaged in work. Then she went out 
in the nursery, and found the floor all 


littered up with dust and crumbs, where‘ 


the children had been eating and playing. 

“Sweep!” exclaimed Nimblefoot. 

“Don’t you do it,” exclaimed Cronic- 
grumbler. 

“Do it,” said Closathand. 
you.” 

‘And so will I,” said Lafitoff. 

So she swept the room, and dusted the 
furniture. 

At that moment Myra came in. 
child, are you crazy?” she inquired.. 

‘Yes, she is! And it’s a mean old 
world,” growled Cronicgrumbler. i 

‘She is just coming to her senses,” 
whispered Nimblefoot. 

“I thought I’d turn over a new leaf 
and see if it would not read better than 
the old one.” And as Hannah spoke, 
Closathand threw a shower of smiles and 
two pretty dimples in her face and eyes. 

Myra was so pleased she hardly knew 
how to express herself. Such a change as 
appeared in Hannah’s face and conduct! 
“Why,” said she, espying the basket of 
stockings, ‘‘why, Hannah, you’ve mended 
the stockings!” 

‘ Yes,” laughed Hannah, ‘‘I thought 
there was nothing for me to do, but 
Closathand, that little fairy there, pushed 
the basket right under my nose, and I 
thought I would do the stockings, and 
then you wouldn’t hav them to do. Oh 
dear, oh dear, my head aches,” and she 
began to cry. 

‘*That’s the talk!” groaned Oronic- 
grumbler. ‘‘Go ahead! It’s a mean, 
nasty old world.” 

‘*No such thing!” said Lafitoff, pelting 
Hannah with another shower of smiles and 
dimples. 

“ Kick that silly old dwarf out of doors!” 
said’Nimblefoot, handing Hannah his leg 


“TH help 


‘and foot once more. 


Closathand gave him a push, and the 
dreadful-lookin- dwarf hobbled away 
without further notice. 

Hannah then took a survey of the three 
fairies. Lafitoff was dressed beautifully 
in pink silk and white lace ruffles, pink silk 
stockings, and pink shoes. When she 
smiled her face dimpled all over, and she 
was so merry that she made everybody 
around her just as happy as it is possible to 
imagin. 

Nimblefoot was a youth who appeared 
to be always hopping about, but somehow 
he very seldom hopped into mischief. 
Sometimes he did, for, he said, he was not 
perfect any more than anybody else. He 
wore a tunic and pants of blue velvet, and 
had a blue velvet cap on his head that was 
covered with short yellow curls. His 
cheeks were very red, and his eyes very 
bright. He said he kept them so by stir- 
ring about and trying to find something 
useful to do. 

Closathand was dressed in white velvet 
trimmed with gold lace, and, instead of 
a cap, wore a gold crown on his head set 
with pearls and diamonds. He was a hand- 
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some youth, too. He said he won the 
crown by always doing that work which ` 
was nearest. He told Hannah that there 
was just such a crown for her, if she 
would persevere in the work that waited 
nearést her hand, the same as she had 
mended the stockings and swept the room, 
and that it was the homely little duties 
that seemed so small and slight which, 
in the end, made the great work of the 
world. 

Cronicgrumbler poked his head in the 
door, and groaned, ‘‘’Tis a mean, nasty 
old world- Oo—oooh!” — , 

Nimblefoot handed his foot and leg to 
Hannah, and told her he would make them 
a present to her to kick the old dwarf out 
of doors whenever he made an appearance. 

‘You can giv them back to me,” said 
he, ‘‘as soon as he departs for good.” 

But Hannah, not wishing to deprive him 
even fora short time of two such useful 
members, replied, laughing: 

“I will keep him away with my own 
foot.” 

“ Then you will belong to the Nimble- 
foot family, sure,” said the fairy, smiling 
graciously. 

“If you can get clear of Cronicgrum- 
bler,” said Lafitoff, ‘I will giv you this 
golden arrow’’—taking a lovely arrow of 
gold from a quiver full of the same kind. 
‘ The more smiles and dimplhs you can 
catch, the farther off will go Cronicgrum- 
bler, and as long as you keep this golden 
arrow, whose name is Good Will, you will 
not feel like entertaining such a creature 
as Cronicgrumbler. I like you so much,” 
she added, ‘‘that I will giv you two more 
arrows. They are of gold, and set with 
jewels. One is called Love and the other 
Patience, and with these three—Love, Pa- 
tience, and Good Will—I:think you can 
conquer, not only yourself, but, all the 
world; but you must keep a smiling face 
all the time.” 

All this transpired in a much shorter 
time than it has taken me to write it, and 
when Hannah awoke—for she had been 
asleep and dreaming—she saw that Myra 
was asleep, too. It was a very sultry day, 
and Myra. had leaned back in her chair 
and was sound asleep, with a darning- 
needle in her hand and a basketful of ` 
stockings before her. 

Creeping softly along, Hannah took the 
needle and mended all the stockings before 
Myra awoke. Then she went noiselessly 
and swept the nursery, as she had 
dreamed. 

Myra awoke, and said just the same 
words that Hannah had dreamed she said. 
Then Hannah related her dream. 

‘*Wasn’t it-funny, Myra? But I see 
now how naughty, fretful, and faultfinding 
I hav been. You are so good and patient 
with me. And you were so kind to take 
me in when i had no home. My mother 
cast you off when your mother died, but 
you took me in and cared for me. I will 
turn over a new leaf, and ‘be as good ‘and 
kind to everybody as you hav been and 
are tome.” And Hannah looked as if she 
meant what she said. 

‘And may the three good fairies be al- 
ways near to help you,” said Myra. f 

Hannah’s face appeared as it Lafitoff 
had thrown another shower of smiles and 
dimples, and Myra said Cronicgrumbler 
would never dare approach that smiling 
face, sure. And he didn’t. S. H. W. 
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The False Teaching of the Christian 
At Morristown, N. J. 


Church, ‘‘The Thirty-nine Articles of 
the Christian church are thirty-nine poor,| This is the greatest argument ever madein acase 
of this kind, and will be a model for the Bar so 


broken-down opinions.” Price, 10 cents. ! 
The Foolishness of Prayer. ‘‘ Think of long as the Ohristians use force to repress free 
speech. Its legal acumen is unsurpassed, its elo- 


Pete : : 
or trying fo induce the Deity to undertake a auends never equaled., Wherever Christian per- 
i » gecution is going on this argument sho e 
grusade, ar ome againat:the ‘Colovade beetle] freely, cironlated, read to the Christians, and ex- 
raya pounded on every occasion. 
Followers of Jesus. Price, 10 cents, In paper, 25 cents; in cloth, 60 cents. 


Spiritualism : Is It a Faith or a Fact?) Address ` THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
rice, 6 cents. | à - 


Was Jems Insane? Prices vocents FOR HER DAILY BREAD, 


Was Jesus Insane? Price, 10 cents. 
The Public Schools and the Catholic A Kineteenth Centsry Novel. 
Preface by R. 6, INGERSOLL. 


Church. Price, 5 cents, | 
1 For Her Daily Bread is the story of two youn: 
CHEAP EDITION. irls and a younger brother who were left parent 


Travels in Fai th. ess, With a little money, fair education, an 


much courage, to make their way through the 
By OAPT. ROBERT O. ADAMS. 


world by golug to Chicago. ‘he autaor is also 
Being the story of his mental journey from 


Price reduced from $1.75 to $1.00. 


the heroive. ‘the varrative is,in the main, a his- 
tory of a workirg-girl’s life and experience in the 
city of Chicago among bluff busiuess-men, kind- 
: hearted folks, and d sreputable hypocrits. It is 
just such a:tory of human life as we should ex- 
pect Colonel Ingereol: to be interested in; and 


orthodoxy to Rationalism. whatever he admires and appreciates is sure to ! 
Price, paper, 25 cents; cloth, %5 cents. be worth the attention of the rest of the world. 
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Just Out.—25 Cents—Five Copies 


On Liberal living in Michigan said once that he would give $25 & 
year to have the Crimes of Preachers recorded, as the sequent lapses 
of virtue of the ministers showed how little value Ohristianity 
Poni e hate fast ead the Fourth Edition of the book doing this 

Ve just issue e oO Ce) . 
The itions for this new edition of ‘he g s 


‘t Grimes of Preachers” 


shows nearly 400 cases of ministerial conduct. While those in pre- 
vious editions show that within a few years about 


1300 MINISTERS HAVE BEEN GUILTY 


of one kind or another of criminal conduct. Most of the orimes 
are against women, for the fair sex are at once the weakness and 4 
the strength of the church—“ the church” meaning of course the 


clergy. 

+ Notwithstanding the many additional pages, we have kept the f4 
Price the same, 25 cents. Send for a copy, and confound the church- - ; 7 
men. Show them just what sort of scamps are the clergy who hav = 


e at 
clused the World’s Fair on Sunday, because it is so holy a day that to look f 
i s in this period is “immoral.” 4 T ADAS 99 OOR UPON em eee oR, 
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t 
Editor of the ` 1e ` 


wONDON AGNOSTIO JOURNAL; p 


GOD AND HIS BOOK: ; 


When he had read this book Colonel Ingersoll wrote tothe author: *'' You have earned the 


thanks of all who really think.” It isa wor. of vast research, of sound critioism, of caustio 
humor, of sledgehammer vehemence, of scathing satire, of pathos od tye Bibles tis one of 
the heaviest iconoclastic broadsides ever fired at the Jewish God and the Bible. : i 


Cloth, gold letters, $1.25. A . r om 
WOMAN: HER GLORY, HER SHAME, AND HER, GOD.” 


ev. Archdeacon Farrar said that “ Christianity elevated the woman; it shrouded 
as wit A mis of sacred innocence the tender years of the child.” The object of Saladin’s work | 
js to show the archdeacon his error,and he has succeeded. An English writer said of it: 
* This certainly is one of the most marvelous books ever issued from the press. The autho 
ties cited are unquestionable, and the result is convincing. 

In two Volumes, cloth, gilt-lettered, $2.50. 


JANET SMITH: A PROMISCUOUS ESSAY ON WOMAN: 


| This is one of the most delightful of Saladin’s books, a dissection of woman, with inci-, 
| dental tearing apart of man—caustic, sarcastic, yet philosophical withal, and permeated with 
a tender reverence tor woman and exalted opinion of what she isand should be. A merciless . 
satire upon certain of the conventioual foibles of the day, full of facts, fancies, truths, rare 
touches of genius, and bursts of eloquence. Most of the satirical shafts aimed at the wom: | 
go past her and stick in the man behind her, and it serves hin ab out right. i = 
| Cloth, uncut edges, gilt top, 31. 


CHRISTIANITY AND THE SLAVE TRADE. 


A condensation of the known facts upon this subject, proving that Obristianity did not. 
abolish but aided this infamous traffic in human beings. To which are added such comments 


as only Saladin can make, paper, 80 cents, 


THE TRANSITION. 


: A consideration of the antagonism of the Bible and science, and of the question whether 
the veiled or allegorical portions of the Christian Bible can be interpreted by modern science. 
D paper, 20 cents. ; ai 


ROSES AND RUE. 


Being Random Notes and Sketches. Some of its subjects are; A Last Interview with a, 
Man of Genius; An Essay on Stirpiculture; Asceticism and Superstition; Capital Punishment; 
Poverty; Godin the Constitution; Bruno; Gods; Witchcraft, ete. This may be called Sala- 
din’s own book, for it is poetry in prose, and is one of the books that lovers of strong literature. 
like to read again and again. In cloth, gold- and silver-lettered, $1.00. 


i LAYS OF ROMANCE. 


This book reminds one of Sir Walter Scott, being romantio. historio verse, aglow in every 
page with the energy of a true and high poetic genius. ‘ 
Cloth, gold-lettered, 75 cents. 


ISAURE and OTHER POEMS. > 


| The title poem is a story of intense passion, touchingly told, The other twenty, poems 

are fresh, fragrant, thoughtful, and every verse reveals the thinker, observer, and reformer.. 
Every age glows with passion and throbs with life. . 

Clot , gold-lettered, 75 cents. ra i 


A FEARFUL FLOGGING. D 


By one who endured it. Based upon a manusoript in the possession of Baladin « - 
Tn paper, 10 cents. A 


THE AGONIES OF HANGING. | a 


Studies in Psychology. By one who was cut down from the gallows. ‘Printed from mant: 
script in the hands of Saladin. In paper, 10 cents. Bie ee oe a 


WHIRLWIND SOWN and REAPED. i se 


A short story of clerical crime and villainy founded on fact.- Of this hook the Open Oourt 
said: “Ths novel will command the same, or more, interest than Helen Gardener’s story, ‘ 
This Your Son, My Lord?” In paper, 25 cents. . 


THE CONFESSIONAL. 


Being an exposure of that infamous religious rite. Contents: Li ‘iousness of the Pre- 
Reformation Church; Lechery of the Confessional; The Priest in Abse ‘on; Confessions of 
the Escaped Nun; Extracts from Dens and Lignori; Examination of t Church’s Claim to 
have Fostered Learning; Her Atte pts at Continency, even more Ruinous than’ Her Self- 
Indulgence; The Relative Criminal Statistics of Catholicism and Protestantism ; 


paper: 25 cents. eg . J v 
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HAND-BOOK 


PREETHOUGHT. 


By W. S. BELL. `> 


r : er 
oe 6 a 


ot 
Phe 


558 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, ah a aa a E ee a ss, 2, 1893. 


Now Dutlications, sing ae okste dnoro recommend realy colina taie—wil tegres (Opens of Oh oa hE, ew Publications. 


Unless otherwise specified, all publica- 
tions noticed here can be had of THE 
TRUTH SEEKER Company, at the price 
named. 


Was Abraham Lincoln a Christian ? 

I hav never risen from the perusal of any 
work by this prolific author with greater 
satisfaction than this one which is now aF 
fore me. Itis written in Mr. Remsburg’ 
own style, a style peculiar to himself. T 5 
authorities upon both sides of this much- 
vexed question are given, thus allowing an 
impartial] reader to form his or her opin- 
ion as to the views held by Lincoln regard- 
ing religious matters. It is indeed a sig- 
nificant fact, as Mr. Remsburg says in 
chapter iii, page 54, ‘‘of the twenty wit- 
nesses whose testimony i is given in chap- 
ter i, ten admit that.during a part of his 
life Lincoln was ani unbeliever, or Infidel. 
Of the remaining ten not one denies the 
fact.” Thus the author declares with au- 
thority that Lincoln’s Infidelity is not de- 
nied even by those who hay strenuously 
labored to prove the contrary. With Lin- 
coln, as with all great men whose private 
opinions were known to be averse to the 
Christian creed, no attempt whatever is 
made to claim his allegiance to such a 
creed until after he is dead and gone and 
unable to bear witness to the truth or 
falsity of such claims. Would the Chris- 
tian world hav been so eager to claim 
‘ America’s most illustrious son” as a 
Christian had he died some poor, humble, 
and obscure citizen? 

Lincoln was a great man, a good man, 
and as orthodox Christians cannot un- 
derstand that goodness may spring from 
any man, be he Christian or not, they as- 
sume with a coolness amounting almost to 
audacity that all good men must therefore 
be Christians, especially should greatness 
be coupled with it. On page 16 the author 
enumerates the particular ‘ religious 
views Lincoln is said to hav held by those 
who affirm that he was a Christian.” Of 
these there are eight, and sixteen are given 
of an opposit tendency. Of the former, 
the third statement avers that, ‘‘He be- 
lieved that the Bible is a revelation from 
` God—the only revealed will of God.” 

Had this view of the Bible really benn 
held by Lincoln, then in very truth he 
could never hav conscientiously signed the 
emancipation proclamation. The Bible 
teaches and upholds slavery; Lincoln de- 
tested it with all the bitterness of which 
his nature was capable; evidently Lincoln 
could not believe the Bible to be ‘‘the 
only revealed will of God,” and oppose the 
slave traffic as earnestly as he did. From 
his proved actions, those actions which now 
play an important part in the history of 
America, Lincoln did not believe the Bible 
to be as stated above; hence we are driven 
by the logic of fact to the same conclusion 
as the author—that Lincoln was not a 
Christian. The ‘‘hitherto ia cg a 
testimony of William H. Herndon,” a 

ven by the author on page 113, is valia- 
aM indeed in assisting him in his work. 
This authority here quoted was for nearly 
forty years a personal friend of Lincoln. 
The testimony of this witness should hav 
great weight upon the controversy con- 
cerning Lincoln’s religious belief. He was 
certainly in a position to learn Lincoln’s 
personal characteristics, and to use his own 
words, as quoted by the author, he de- 
clares that, ‘‘in 1843 we entered into a 
partnership which was never formally dis- 
solved.” o, then, could hav known 
Lincoln better? And yet on page 117 
this witness further states that Lincoln 
‘was a scientific materialist.” On the 
strength of such testimony we may, feel 
safe in declaring that Lincoln was neither 
Christian nor Spiritualist. Scientific N a- 
terialism is a system of philosophy antag- 
onistic to both; it differs as widely from 
either as the direction of the poles. It is 
the very furthest philosophy from Chris- 
tianity, and by the aid of such testimony 
we are assured that Lincoln was not a 
Christian. The overwhelming mass of 
evidence the author has put in this volume 
to show that Lincoln held no ideas in com- 
mon With orthodox Christianity is signifi- 
cant, as against the great discrepancies in 
the dates of his alleged conversions, On 
page 311 we are told that ‘‘One witness 
‘statesit wasin 1848, one that it wasin 1858, 

another that it was in 1862, another in 
July, 1863, and still another ‘that it was in 
November, 1863.” If each of these wit- 
nesses is substantially correct, Lincoln 
was converted five different times, and at 
each conversion he must hav fallen back 
to his ‘‘ scientific Materialism.” . Evidently 
they are not allspeaking the truth; four 
of them must be in error, and very. *prob- 
ably they all are. We cannot believe 
them all, and as no reliance can be placed 

upon either, we still adhere to our former 
position, that Lincoln never was converted 
—t.e., not a Christian. Again, on page 
266 we are told that ‘‘It is a matter of 
history that in 1834, at New Salem, Ill., 

Lincoln read and circulated Volney’ s 
‘Ruins’ and Paine’s ‘Age of Reason,’ 


giving ten books the sincere recommend- 
ation of his unqualified approval,” Lin- 
coln’s Infidelity is thus established beyond 
dispute, for no man who claims to bea 
Christian can ‘‘ sincerely recommend with 
uuqualified approval ” either of the above 
works, both of which, in Lincoln’s time, 
were considered decidedly Infidel works. 
And the farce increases when interested 
persons will, in our day, insist upon assert- 
ing such a claim for him. 

Numerous authorities are quoted, all 
in the same strain, throughout the entire 
book, which could only be obtained by 
long ‘and patient study and investigation. 
One hundred and twenty witnesses are ex- 
amined, and we are to judge the religious 
views of Lincoln by the testimony offered. 
The twenty aver that he was a "Christian, 
the one hundred, that he was not. The 
bulk of the evidence is against the claims 
made by the orthodox church and con- 
firms us in our belief that Lincoln was 
not, and never was, a Christian. The 
work is valuable as correcting an im- 
portant matter in American history and 
not as favoring any system of religious be- 
lief. It should hav a moe circulation. 

Joun R. OHABLESWORTH. 
A DANGEROUS BOOK., 

Having just read ‘‘Abraham Lincolns 
Was He a Ohristian?” permit me to say 
that in many respects I regard it as the 
most valuable contribution yet made to 
Freethought literature. 

As a rule Christians positivly refuse to 
read Infidel publications, and nine-tenths 
of the world’s people, while unconsciously 
leaning more or less to Ohristianity, are 
too indifferent and unconcerned to investi- 
gate either one side or the other. How to 
reach them all is the question. Here is a 
work that solves the problem. It deals 
with a subject of peculiar and thrilling 
interest to every person, young or old 
who ever heard spoken the name of 
Abraham Lincoln. Those who could not 
be coaxed or hired to read any other 
Infidel book will pick this one up and read 
it with increasing interest from beginning 
to end. 

With captivating courtesy and a spirit 
of fairness that cannot fail to charm and 
disarm the most obdurate Christian, Mr, 
Remsburg presents in the first chapter of 
his work the testimony entire on the 
Christian side of the case. Having de- 
voured this with the utmost satisfaction 
the Christian reader will boldly and con- 
fidently rush on only to find himself at the 
close thoroughly surprised, ambushed, 
disappointed, discomfited, demoralized, 
and ‘* done up”—his faith shipwrecked and 
his idols broken to fragments. 

It is a well-baited and well-set trap, ad- 
mirably calculated to catch even the most 
wary Christian. To the average man ex- 
clusivly logical, philosophical, or argu- 
mentativ writings are Greek—an “un- 
known tongue.” Qiv them the drama of 
real life as an object-lesson, illustrating 
the fact that man attains goodness and 
greatness only as he rises above the nar- 
rowing, dwarfing, demoralizing confines 
of sectarian, priest-made religions, and 
the y will understand and appreciate it. 

he world’s sages and thinkers, its good 
and its great men, its philanthropists and 
its saviors, its broad-minded and its lov- 
able men, hav been and are necessarily 
Infidels. Its narrow bigots, its cruel per- 
secutors, its bloody butchers, and its in- 
human monsters, hav been and are nec- 
essarily sectarian religionists, mostly 
Christians. Lincoln’s goodness and great- 
ness was, after all, the best proof of his 
Tofidelity. 

The world owes Jobn E Remsburg a 
debt of gratitude for defeating Chri-tian- 
ity in its base attempt to rob Infidelity of 
one ofits brightest jewels. 

Every Liberal in America should pos- 
sess this work, in durable binding, and 
pass it round where it will do the most 
good. Itis a ‘‘dangerous” book. 

Leavenworth, Kan. 8. R. SHEPHERD. 


This book of Remburg’ s ought effect- 
ually to settle the question regarding Lin- 
coln’s belief in Christianity. It givs all 
the arguments pro and con, and ex- 
tinguishes and wipes out every effort made 
aa the unduly zealous to claim ‘‘ Honest 
Old Abe” as a believer in a savior, a 
‘sweet Jesus,” or any other of the old 
Christian myths and fables. He did not 
believe in a vicarious atonement, in forgiv- 
ness of sin (a violation of nature’ 8 laws), 
but that penalty must follow transgression, 
He did not believe in a special creation, 
but in evolution; he did not believe in the 
divinity of the Bible, in miracles, or 
special providence, but in law unchanged 
and unchangeable. Some people will in- 
sist that all good deeds, generous deeds, 
and benevolent deeds are Christian deeds. 
Even I, Infidel and Atheist as I am, havy 
often been called a good Christian by pious 
people who consider good works a proof of 
Christianity. This effort of the church to 
claim all it believes good, true, and wor- 
thy has stigmatized many noble workers 
as Christians when they themselvs dislike 
and despise the name. But I think this 
work of Remburg’s—over 386 pages of 


carefully collected facts—will forever set- 
e the question as to Lincoln being a 
Christian. Th will in all honest, candid 
minds, 

Like Paine, Voltaire, and Emerson, hé 
had some sort of a God—a vague un- 
known, unknowable something he called 
God, but nothing at all in the shape of a 
Christ or a savior. 

He knew an ‘honest man was ready to 
face his own deeds and would feel de- 
graded at the bare idea of another suffer- 
ing for his errors and mistakes. 

Lincoln was too good, true, and honest 
to be a Christian, and every thinker will 
be glad that ‘‘Our Remsburg” has proved 
this to be emphatically and irrevocably so. 
I hope all true Liberals will help to cir- 
culate this book far and wide. It shows 
sO plainly Christian methods of manu- 
facturing proof (?) of what they desire, 
rather than what is actually so. 

‘One is startled as he reads the seem- 
ing facts of the piety of Lincoln as 
pictured by priests and pious panderers 
to popular prejudice, and wonders how it 
can be nullified and made void, it seems 
so well and so carefully substantiated. 
But wrapping after wrapping is removed, 
and at last Truth in her majestic nobleness 
stands naked and unveiled, pure and 
sublime. ELMINA DRAKE SLENKER. 

‘ Abraham Lincoln: Was He a Chris- 
tian ?”—this is the title of Mr. J. E. Rems- 
burg’s latest and, one might add, best 
work, since it settles for all time the much- 
mooted question of Abraham Lincoln’s 
Christianity. Ever since the lips of our 
martyred hero hav been sealed in death 
Christian cormorants hav been busy 
| certifying to falsehoods and claiming this 
‘noble and gifted leader and statesman as 
their own. For fifteen years Mr. Rems- 
burg has been gathering facts and data to 
prove the contrary of this. He has done 
his work well—none could do better. He 
presents an overwhelming array of proofs 
from known and intimate friends of Lin- 
coln, from eminent scholars, business as- 
sociates, statesmen, life-long comrades, 
relativs, and others, all showing con- 
clusivly tbat the great benefactor of the 
human race never entertained Christian 
ideas. 

Mr. Remsburg has conferred a great 
benefit upon the reading and thinking peo- 
ple in giving this carefully prepared and 
true statement to the public. 
a sturdy defender of the dead, an eloquent 
appeal for truth and justice. Itis neatly 
bound, of good type and paper, and eom- 
prises "336 pages of interesting evidence, 
proving beyond doubt that Abraham Lin- 
coln was a stench Freethinker. It is to be 
hoped that the sale of this book will be 
commensurate with its value. Everyone 
should possess a copy in order to refute 
the untrue statements circulated by the 
Christian world. Susan H. Wrxon. 


I bav just finished reading this very in- 
teresting book, in which the author clearly 
proves the late president a Liberal—per- 
haps not an Atheist, but an outspoken 
Agnostic, not at all fearful in the nse of 
words very significant of unbelief in the 
Christian creed. 

The style of the book, indeed its whole 
make-up, is admirable. As a biography, 
it equals in painstaking exactness the 
biographies of our much-lathented friend, 
James Parton: and like Mr. Parton, 
Mr. Remsburg finds in his subject so 
much to interest the reader, that after 
reading the entire three hundred and 
thirty-five pages he unwillingly lays it 
aside, feeling that the book, ‘‘ Was Abra- 
ham Lincoln a Christian?” is one of the 
volumes which he must hav for his home 
library, so that he can turn to its pages 
and read it at his leisure. The humor of 
President Lincoln was rich, and Mr. 
Remsburg does not detract from its spici- 
ness in relating it. Luoy N. COLMAN. 
Syracuse, N. Y. 
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By ASA AUGER. 


A condensation of the fundamental arguments 
against Christianity. 


A Very Good Littl: Missionary Work. 
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The book is | 


Gems of Ghought. 


Tum secret of happiness is to moderate 
your desires.— Voltaire. 


‘Ir is strange,” a judicious reader is 
apt to say, upon perusal of these wonder- 
ful histories, ‘* that such prodigious events 
never happen i in our days.” But itis not 
strange, I hope, that men ‘should lie in all 
ages. You surely hav seen instances 
Sat h of that frailty. You hav yourself 

eard many such marvelous relations 
meee which, being treated with scorn 
by all the wise and judicious, hav at last 
been abandoned even by the vulgar. Be 
assured that those renounced lies, which 
hav spread and flourished to such a mon- 
strous hight, rose from like beginnings; 
cut, being sown in a most proper soil, shot 
up at last into prodigies almost equal to 
those which they relate.-—Hume’s Essay 
on Miracles. 


Men are continually mourning over 
heresy who are cheating: widows out of | 
their inheritance and making business men 
bankrupts by their selfishness. All our 
fine scholarship and philosophy will not 
avail much, unless they teach men to pay 
one hundred cents on the dollar and to 
produce a dividend here and now. Talk 
as we please about the superficiality of 
some men who seem to ignore poetry and 
ideality in the interest.of simple good 
works, they will assert their right to be 
heard as teachers and even iconoclasts, 
until-we can show some practical result of 
our fine idealizing in common, every-day 
honesty. Even morality in the lowest 
sense Will be a broader principle than ever 
religion has been, if it touches the every- 
day miseries and wants of needy men and 
women.—S&, J. Stewart. 


Ir is popularly supposed that belief in a 
personal deity givs a certain exaltation, . 
serenity, fortitude, hope, and even joy in 
hours of darkness and calamity, and holds 
us to high aims; and that, under any cos- _ 
mic theory, societ; would sink into bar- 
barism and bestiality. The claim, in-my | 
judgment, cannot be. maintained. At all 
events, the sentiment of the legend of 
Abou Ben Adhem is truer. ‘‘The greatest 
motivs of the soul are purely social prod- 
ucts, are born of communion with actual 
and idealizedehuman beings, and not with 
superhuman; and they will flourish and 
decay, as respect for human rights in- 
creases and declines.” As well fear that 
the denial of the old conception of light as 
a separate entity will involve the world in 
darkness, and the assertion that heat is 
only molecular motion will bring an Arctic 
climate, or at least make the comforts òf 
the fireside forever impossible to = 
denier of caloric and phlogiston.—-Z. D 
Stark. 


Amone those who hav been obliged to 
abandon not only the trinitarian concep- 
tion of Jesus, but the supernatural. con- 
ception of him, even in the mildest 
form, I often notice what I think Dr. 
Channing would call ‘fa swollen way. of 
talking about Jesus,” if he were with us 
now. It is the talk of men who do not 
wish to be left behind by supernatural- 
ists in their verbal homage of Jesus. 
So they reiterate that Jesus was the 
zrontesi. of mankind. They call him 
the ideal man, the perfect man, and so 
on. Now, if there is anything that I 
despise it is the disposition which many 
persons manifest to disparage greatness. 
For myself, I love to believe in greatness 
and to rejoice init. But Icannot see that 
our knowledge of Jesus and of all other 
men is so exhaustiv that we hav a right to 
predicate his absolute superiority over all 
other men. I see that, in the evolution of 
history, his is the most commanding posi- 
tion and the most stupendous influence 
ever exerted by one man; but concerning 
his moral perfectness I do not care to dog- 
matize.— Chadwick. 


Ir has been frequently stated or implied 
that Secularists wish to destroy morality, 
But this is a most absurd slander. -No 
sane man ever dreams of such a policy. 
Destroying virtues—real, useful virtues— 
from among mankind in order to make 
men happier, would, indeed, be the mad- 
dest of follies; though a folly, by the way, 
of which Christianity is far from being 
guiltless, as witness its systematic repres- 
sion of intellect and self-reliance, and its: 
fundamental advocacy of the passiv virt- 
ues, or rather vices’ ( “‘ other-worldliness, ” 


‘| covetous prayerfulness, reckless improvi- 


dence, submission to wrong, and tyranny, 
and so forth), as contrasted with its con- 
demnation or neglect of courageous, 
thoughtful, prudent, activ virtues, so 
highly valued among the hardy and enter- 
prising gentile races. . he word 
Christianity is often thoughtlessly used as 
a synonym for moral excellence. Men 
teach moral goodness and call it Chris- 
tianity, when it is nothing of the kind. 
Their moral judgment shapes their Chris- 
tianity, more than Christianity shapes 
their moral judgment. — Religion in 
Schools, 
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Mine enemies chased me sore, like a bird, without cause.—Lam. iii, 52. 
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The Student’s Darwin. By Edward B. 
Aveling, D. Sc., Fellow of University Collere. 
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If you need a medicine pay attention to some- 
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and is adapted to curing, more especially, all 
forms of Stomach, Liver. Kidney, and Bladder 
troubles. By injecting this water it will heal all 
sorts of inflammations of the internal organs, such 
cases a8 Piles, Typhoid and other fevers Bowel 
diseases, Uterine and other forms of Female 
Complaints. Itis a Blood Purtfler, and isan ex- 
cellent remedy for Catarrh and Lung and Throat 
inflammations. It will heal the nerves, restoring 
lost vigor of mind and. body, creating a good 
appetite and producing sound sloep. It acts 
steadily upon the urine, cleansing the blood by 
means of the kidneys, and acts mildly upon the 
bowels, thereby producing bodily habits which 
are so essential to good health. This 
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` | Mows of the eek. 


Taz number of unemployed is great. 


Russia had last week 4,328 new cases of 
cholera and 1,711 deaths. 


Ar New Haven, Conn., on the 26th ult., 
the rabbi and congregation of a synagog 
had a violent fight in church. 


Racuen Boris, of Philadelphia, during 
religious excitement cut off a part of her- 
lip and broiled it as an offering to God. 


On the 26th ult. the citizens of Toronto 
voted on Sunday running of street-cars, 
and defeated it. The vote was one of the 
largest ever polled there. 


Ir is said that that there has been con- 
templated a move upon Washington of 
half a million of the unemployed from the 
West and all parts of the country. The 
object would be to force Congress, by a 
tremendous demonstration, to relieve the 
needy classes. 


Tum Peace Congress at Chicago sent this 
telegram to President Cleveland and Queen 
Victoria: “The World’s Peace Congres 
of Chicago sends equal congratulations to 
Great Britain and America on the triumph 
of arbitration as a substitute for war, ex- 
emplified in the recent Behring sea de- 
cision, cementing the friendship of both 
nations and f of happiest augury for 
mankind.” 


Tae Friendship African Baptist church 
at Aiken, S: C., was burnt on the night 
of the 19th ult. A colored exhorter had 
been preaching there and dealt very se- 
verely with the Methodist congregation 
which meets across the street. The fire 
was evidently incendiary, and while it 
raged the Baptists accused the Methodists 
of setting the church on fire to revenge 
themselvs on the exhorter. A riot was 
narrowly averted. 


Ar the Jesuit church of St. Francis 
Xavier, New York, the prior of the 
Carmelite fathers a few days ago made 
these remarks: ‘‘ Protestantism is so- split 
up at the present time that its adherents 
do not know where they stand. They 
deny the authenticity and inspiration of 
the scriptures. They must confess that 
they are routed and beaten. At present 
there are only two forces remaining—Ag- 
nosticism and Catholicity, Infidelity and 
Catholicism. You must be a Catholic or 
you must be an Infidel.” i 


Å NUMBER of persons continue to protest 
against the dances of the females of several 
Oriental nations at the Midway Plaisance 
inthe World’s Fair. The directors promis 
suppression of the objectionable feat- 
ures, but do not fulfill their word. The 
most criticised exhibit is the dance du 
ventre, which term translated means. dance 
of the stomach, or stomach dance. The 
dancer has her abdomen semi-nude, and 
moves it, and at other times the muscular 
part of her buttocks, in ways expressiv of 
passion. 


Russia took especial pains to shine at 
the recent international naval display in 
New York waters. After the display she 
sent over yet more ships, which had they 
been here during the review would hav 
made her exhibit bigger than that of any 
other power. It is said that she looks to 
the favor of the United States in event of 
a Russo-British war. It is said by some 
that we should favor her, even to the ex- 
tent of condoning her home tyrannies, be- 
cause of her record of friendly acts to us 
in the past. For instance, when during 
our Rebellion England appeared about to 
take the part of the Confederate States, 
Russia sent war-ships to these waters, 
which were said to be under instructions 
to open on our side at England’s first hos- 
til demonstration. But others urge that 
Russia’s motiv has been only enmity of 
England, and indeed that no personal 
services to us should render us so partial 
as to ignore the cries of the oppressed in 
Russian dominions. 


Ow the 19th ult. G. T. Seigel, of Par- 
kersburg, w. Va., accompanied by J. 
Finley Brown, who is said to be an activ 
member of the American Protectiv Asso- 
ciation, went to the Convent of the Good 
Shepherd at Columbus, O., to get his two 
daughters. While they were at the con- 
vent a crowd of about two’ hundred 
gathered on the outside. The impression 
prevailed that the girls were unlawfully 
detained, and threatg were made against 
the sisters in charge, which led to an effort 
to force the door, While the lock was 
being cut the mother superior appeared, 
opened the door, and asked what was 
wanted. One member of the mob sprang 
forward as if to strike her. The two girls 
told their father in the presence of the 
sisters that while they loved him, they 
were being well treated and preferred to 
remain where they were. This did not 
satisfy the mob, which had worked itself: 
into a paroxysm of rage. Much feeling 
has grown out of the incident and graya 
fears of a conflict between the Catholic 
and anti-Catholia factions are felt, 
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An Exposition of the Darwinian Theory. 
By Gaonen J, ROMANBS: 

À fyitotlatte Erhosttion of what may be terme 
the Darwinisin of Darwin, atid intend’ sy be. 
perrie to thë general reader rather than 
essed naturalists. . 
. Mr. Romanes is well known as one of the most 
interesting of English writers üpon evolution, 
popidos tanking with Professor Huxley in scien- 
iño knoWledge und ability. And this is a part of 
his conclusion regarding the gt¥it subject of 
Design, to which the church so often refer&! 

“Thus whether we look to the facts of adapta- 
tion or to those of beauty, everywhere through- 
out organic nature we meet with abundant 
evidence of natural causation, while nowhere do 
we meet with any independent evidence of 
supernatural design. . - . Adaptation and 
beauty are alike receiving their explanation at 
the hands of a purely mechanical philosophy. . - 
All nature has thus been transformed before the 
view of the present generation in a manner and 
to an extent that has never before been possible; 
and inasmuch as the change which has taken 
place has taken plave in the direction of natural- 
ism, and this to the extent of rendering the 
mechanical interpretation of nature universal, it 
is no wonder if the religious mind has suddenly 
awakened to a new, and a terrible force in the 
words of its traditional enemy—W here is now 
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By WATSON HESTON. 


400 Pases. 200 


Jephthah and His Human Sacrifice. 
Samson the Strong, 

Ruth and Boaz, 

Unstable as Water, God Shall Not Excel, 
David, God's Favorite, : 
Some Stories from the Book of Kings, 
Adventures of the Prophets, 

One of Twins, Jonah the Truthful Sailor. 
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The Stories Humorously Toid—And Hard Facts 
Given Concerning the Origin and Authenticity of the 
Oid Testament—A Page of Text to Each Picture. 


CONTENTS: 
Jacob and Esau, 
Joseph the Man of Dreams, 
Holy Moses, 
Balaam the Diviner, 
Bloody Joshua, 
The Campaign of Deborah and Barak 
Against Jabin and Sisera, 
General Gideon, 


Sustaining a Theory, 

Some Giants, 
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RELICION A CURSE, 
-RELICION A DISEASE, 
RELIGION A LIE. 


By Samuel P. Putnam. 


Dedicated to the American Oongress, of 1892, which for the sake of Retigion, Stabbea Liberty 
to the Heart. 


A work burning with indignation inspired by the Congressional act closing the World’s Fair 
on Sunday—an act which practically united the government and the Christian church. 


To which is added Mr. Putnam’s address delivered before the Columbian 
Exposition Committee of the House of Representatives against Sunday closing. 


Also the following Essays and Poems by Mr. Putnaw, which have never before been put in 
book formt Orthodoxy; Freethought; Man, Not God (written fora Paine anniversary); The Statue 
of Liberty and Thomas Paine; a poem written for the opening exercises of the Silverton, Ore., Free- 
thought Hall; Death and Life; The Golden Age; Shut the Door (a po:m on the closing of the 
Centennial Exposition in Philadelphis, in 1876). . aa) 

The main essay in this work is one of the strongest arraignments eyer made of the religion 
which cramps and fetters the minds of the people of this courtry. It should be distributed widely. 
It has been commended in the highest terms as it appeared in THE TRUTH SEEKER and we hope every 
reader will buy a copy to lend his neighbor and arouse thought. 


Price 2% cents; Five copies for $i. 
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DESIGN ARGUMENT FALLACIES, 


A Refutation of the Argument That Nature Exhibits 
Marks of Having Been Designed by 
an Intelligent Being. , 


SYNOPSIS: 


I. The Design Argument Vitiates Itself By Necessitating an Infinite Series of Designers. 
Il. If There Were a Designer He Could Not Be Beneficent. 
III. If There Were One He Could Not Be Wise, for | 
His Processes Are Egregiously Slow, 
They Are Egregiously Wasteful, 
They Often Serve No Use, 4 
_ They Have Produced Faulty Mechanisms. 
Ty. What Is Called Design Is nly Subservionoy; and the Watch Argument Is Illegitimate. 
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ABRAHAM 
LINCOLN: 


WAS HE A CHRISTIAN? 


Price'15 cents. Address 


By John E. Remsburg. 


One of the most noted controversies of the century has been waged over the question of 
Abraham Lincoln’s religious belief. Soon after the remains of America’s most i-lustrious son were 
laid to rest at Springfield. one of his bi»graphers, Dr. H land. put forward the claim that he was a 
Christian. The claim +a: p’omptly d nied by the dead statesman’s friends, but only to be renewed 
again, and again denied. And thus for a quarter of a century the question of Lincoln's Lelief has 
been tossed like a battledore tom side to side. , 2 

Yor fifteen yea s Mr, Remsburg has been collecting: material for his work. He presents an 
array of testimony that is irresistible and overwheiming, and which must put this question at rest 
forever, In additio» to the testimony of twenty wi nesses who claim that L ncoln wa: a Christian, 
and which is reviewed and refuted, ne adducex the testimony of more than a hundred witnes-ea in 
proof of the claim that Lincoln wat not a Chri tian. These witnesses include h s w fe and other 
relatives; his three law partners; his private secretaries; members cf his cabinet; his principal 


biographers, and scores of his most intimate frienus. 


NOTED WITNESSES. 


Hon. W. H. Herndon, Col. Ward H. Lamon. Hon John T. Stuart, Co’. Jemes H. Matheny, Col. 
John G Nicolay, Judge David Davis, Col Jerse W. Fell, Fon. Leonard Swett, Dr. William Jayne, 
Judge Stephen T. Logan, Joshua F Sp ed, Hcn. Jesse K. Dubcis, Hon. Joseph ones br. C. H. 
Ray, Col. F. §. Rutherford, Judge Rotert Leachman. Col. R. G_Ingersoll, Leonard, W, Volk, Josep 
Jefferson, Hon. #. B. “ashburne, Hon. E. M Haines, Hon. James Tattle, Hou. M. B. Fiel*, Hon. 
Geo. w. Julian, Hon. John B. Alley, Hon Hugh McCnlloei » Gen. M_M. Trumbull Rev. Da id 
Swing. Rey. Robert Collyer, Judge Jesse W. Weik, Hun. J. P. Usher, Hon. Geo 8. Boutwell, Hon. 
Wm. D Kelley, Salmon P. Chase, Wm. H. Seward, Hon. John Covode, Hon. A.J. Grover, Hon. W. H. 
T. Wakefield, Gen. D W. Wilder, Judge Aaron Goodiich, Judge James M. Nelron, Rey. Edward 
Eggleston, Rev. J. hn W. Chadwick, Donn Piatt, H. K. Magie, Dennis F. Hanks, Mrs. Sarah Lincoln, 
Mrs. Mary Lincoln. h d , 

_The foregoing and sixty other reputable witnesses testify that the greatest man born on this 
continent was a Freethinker 
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Being the story or his religions life =o mental 
urneyings. Written in his happiest and mos 
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A COLLECTION OF 


ORIGINAL AND SELECTED HYMNS 
FOR 
Liberal and Bthical Societies, 
for Schools and 
? the Home. 
—With Music Written to All the Songs.— 


| By S. P. Putnam, 


Compmuzp ny L. K. WASHBURN. works. Priod 25 cents. Addr 
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New Publications. | New Publications. 


PEN PICTURES OF THE WORLD'S FAIR, 


By SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 


A Full Description of the Fair, Invaluable as a Guide-Book and still more Inval- 
uable to those who cannot attend. It tells WHAT TO SEE and WHERE TO SEE IT; 
ives rates of admission to the various attractions of the Fair and cost of living in 
hicago, with other useful information to the visitor. 
it is, besides being a complete Guide-Book, the best description of the Fair yet 
given—poetic, beautiful, accurate. It describes the inauguration ceremonies, gives 
the director-general’s address, the efforts to close the Fair Suodays and the triumph 
of the Sunday-openers; describes the various buildings and what they contain, and is, 
all in all, the very best picture of the Fair that can be painted with a pen. 


ILLUSTRATED. 
A MAP OF JACKSON PARK, enabling the visitor to make his way around, 
and the stay-at-home to see where he went. 


A BIRD’S-EYE VIEW OF THE ‘FAIR, enabling one to comprehend ata 
glance the magnitude of the Exposition, the greatest ever known to the present time. 


PICTURES OF ALL THE PRINCIPAL BUILDINGS: 


Woman’s Building. Art Palace. Fisheries ents 5 
Administration Building. Manufactures and Liberal Agricultural Building. 
Electrical Building. Arts Building. Transportation Building. 
Machinery Hall. Mines and Mining Building. Horticultural Building. 


Forestry Building. 


A visitor to the Fair says of this book—reading it in Taz Teura Smexun—that 
it is charming and to one who has seen the Fair vastly entertaining. 


Single copy, 25 cents. Five copies for $1. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


A New Book by Helen H. Gardener. 


FACTS AND FICTIONS OF LIFE. 


CONTENTS. 


Preface. ae Sex in Brain. . : 
The Fictions of Fiction. Heredity in Its Relations to a Double Standard of 
A Day in C - Morals. 


b. 
Thrown in With the City’s Dead. 
An Irresponsible Educated Class. N 
The Moral Responsibility of Woman in Heredity. 
oman as an Annex. 


Divorce and the Proposed National Law. 
Lawsuit or Legacy. 
Common Sense in Surgery. 


At ‘he Woman’s Congress at Chicago Helen Gardener delivered as an address one of the chap- 
ters of this book. The Chicago Times said of it and her; “But tne last address, dealing with the 
most delicate of the problems of reform, clear, unhesitant, modest, bus uncompromising, was lig- 
tened to with breathless xnterest by the audience. It was “Heredity in Its Relation to a Double 
Standard of Morals,’ and 1t was delivered by the one woman of all others best qualified to speak 
upon that subject—Helea Gardener. Petite, graceful, eloquent with the burden of her thought, 
Miss G’ rdener enchained every auditor, and when she had finished received a perfect ovation, which 
her courage anu, devotion had so worthily won. The evening session was highly intere ting, but 
thas of the morning wil! be set down on the tablet of the memory of those present as one of the dis- 
tinctivly gieat features of the week’s congress.” i 


Oloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


EVERY Woman Ought to Read It. Every LIBERAL Woman 
and Man Will Want It. 


WOMAN, CHURCH, AND STATE. 


By Matilda Joslyn Gage. 


This is Mrs. Gage’s latest and noru ilar It is THE book to show how 
the church has enslaved woman and kept and keeps her in an inferior position. A 
glance at its contents will show this: 


The first chapter—the Matriarchate—shows that under the 


~ old civilizations wọman had great 
from the first was to restrict her liberty. In this 


freedom, but that the tendency of Christianit; 
chapter Mrs. Gage claims that to the Matriarchate—or Mother-rule—the world is indebted for its 
first conception of inherent rights. f ae 

Chapter II deals with the theological dogmas of original sin and celibacy. Woman, by the 
church, was not regarded as a human being; marriage was looked upon as vile: wives were sold 
as slaves; women driven to suicide; the influence of the church was unfavorable to virtue. . The 
calibagy of the clergy produced c egrading sensuality, and woman was the victim of these brutes. 

, „Chapter III is on The Canon Law, showing how the church controled woman by making the 
legitimacy of marriage depend upon its own control of the ceremony. Ancient civilization aye 
place to Christian barbarism, the c'ergy became a distinct body—at once a *‘ holy” and an unholy 
caste. Learning was prohibited to women, husbands prohibited from leaving them more than one- 
third of their property; daughters couid be disinherited, sons could not. The Reformation effected 
no change. 

Chapter IV—Marquette—is on Feudalism and its degradation of women, the rights of “lords 
spiritual, ’ the immorality of the heads of the church, baptism of nude women in the early Christian 
church. It also deals with some of the later-day abuses of females, like our Northwestern pineries, 
the English debaucheries, governmental crime-makers, etc. | 

Chapter V—Witchcraft. In the days of this phase ofreligious insanity Mrs. Gage shows how the 
possession of even a little learning was sufficient cause to suspect a woman of witchcraft, that to keep 
a pet was dangerous, so rabid were the clergy not to suffer œ witch t? liv. This persecution for 
witchcraft was a continuance of the church’s policy for obtaining universal dominion over mankind. 
Women physicians of the Middle Ages were persecuted, and the “ Pilgrim Fathers ” continued it in 
America. The first synod convened in America was to try a woman for heresy, and others were 
stripped and whipped for not agreeing with the clergy. F 

he chapter on “ Wives” shows how the disruption of the Roman empire was unfavorable to the 
personal and proprietary rights of woman—that the sale of daughters was practiced in England 
seven hundred years after it was Christianized—that the practice of buying wives was regulated by 
law—that women were not permitted to read the Bible—that they were not admitted as witnesses— 
that civil marriage 18 opposed by the church. i : res 

In Chapter VIL is shown how polygamy was sustained by the Christian church, that the first 
synod of the Reformation convened to sanction this institution, that Luther and the other * prin- 
cipal reformers” favored it, as well as the American Board of Foreign Missions. The Mormon the- 
ocracy is shown to be similar to that of other Christian sects. _ 

In the last three chapters Mrs. Gage treats of the opposition of the church to the amelioration 
of woman’s sufferings as interference With her *' curse,” of woman’s degradation by the church to 
labors unfit for slaves, of woman’s “inferiority,” as taught by the church to-day, and of how little 
value Christianity has been and is to civilization. i 

The work is a burning protest agams the tremendous wrong done woman by 
the church, which controled the state. Itis also extremely valuable as history. No 
woman, it seems to us, can read it and remain a supporter of the religious institution 
which has crushed her individuality, her mentality, and degraded her person. To the 
woman’s cause it opens an Age of Reason. It ought to be widely read for the good it 
will 


do. 
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The True Ground of Right and Wrong. 


In a late number we said that the true object 
of moral action is happiness. This principle will 
do better with some explanations. A vital point is, 
whose happiness. it is not meant that the individ- 


ual’s happiness alone is to be considered. A per- 


son on throwing aside the old standards of custom 
and religion, and learning that the true standard is 
happiness, is not to plunge forward into any con- 
duct that makes him happy, regardless of its con- 
sequences to others, and think that he is doing right. 
Indeed, no persons who hav received even a small 
bit of Freethought training do. Once in a while, 
to be sure, an individual who has thought far 
enough to see the falseness of the orthodox 
standards, and to perceive dimly that happiness is 
the real standard, carelessly stops thinking here 
and does not press on to obtain a clear idea of the 
new criterion. He thinks that only his own happi- 
ness is to be considered. Christians say that every 
Infidel does like this one. But this is not so; as we 
hav just said, it is only one here and there that does 
so. However, even this one here and there must be 
correctly instructed and saved to the ranks of the 
-well-doers. So let it be understood that the 
proper test of conduct is its promotion of the 
happiness not of the individual alone, but of all 
mankind. 

Another caution is often needed. Even in a will- 
ing and would-be honest employment of this test, a 
certain mistake is apt to be made. In seeing to it 
that his action is favorable to the happiness of 
others, a person often reckons in only one or two 
individuals as all ‘of those others. 
action affects not only the two or three per- 
sons most conspicuous in it, but all of the race. 
The consequences of every action are far-reaching. 

Theologians of course hav always opposed this 
doctrin of morals as they hav everything else true. 
Handling it under the term of “the doctrin of ex- 
pediency,” one pietist admits that “whatever is ex- 
pedient is right,” but, he objects, the action “must 
be expedient on the whole, at the long run, in all 
its effects, collateral and remote, as well as those 
which are immediate and direct. Now, this is un- 
doubtedly true, to a being capable of estimating all 
effects, direct and indirect, collateral and remote, 
through all time, and upon all beings—and to such 
a one alone. 


But every, 


No person can safely act upon this 


principle, in questions of right and wrong, but one 
who can take into view the boundless future. Now, 
it need not be proved that none but God has this 
perfect foreknowledge; no one else can, therefore, 
safely act upon the principle of expediency.” Nev- 
ertheless, we will assure this writer, this very doc- 
trin of expediency is the one that the whole race is 
growing to act on more and more every day, and 
much more “ safely” than it ever has acted on any 
other. That we can ever attain perfect safety in 
the application of the principle i is of course impos- 
sible, but neither can we in any class of our actions. 
It is admitted that reason is at the best short- 
sighted and erring, and must every now and then 
lead us astray in our essays to estimate “ all effects, 
collateral and remote as well as those which are im- 
mediate and direct.” But reason leads us astray 
just as often in other matters as in ethical, and yet 
we do not abandon its use; we cannot abandon it; 
it is all we hav to.go by in matters of morals or any 
ones at all. 

Our object is to start people to thinking on 
ethical subjects. We hav overthrown the old moral 
code, and hav a new one to erect. There is in the 
subject pleasant and profitable food for thought 


every hour of one’s life. 
——— -e n 


The Present Policy of the Catholic Church in 
America. 


Not all of our readers are aware that there are 
two parties among the Catholic churchmen of 
America, one rightly orthodox and traditional and 
the other progressiv. The former strives to per- 
petuate in unmodified strictness the ancient policies 
and usages of the church. The latter desires to 
accommodate these policies and usages somewhat 
to the new influences and interests of the time. It 
would hav the church pay some deference to science, 
and to the claims of citizenship and the cause of 
the public schools. It does not approve of the 
saying, “I am a Catholic first and an American 
afterward ;’ and it equally disfavors extreme 
severity against the public school system. 

The lines between these two parties hav been 
drawn with sharpness during the last three or four 
months. This was over the school question. The 
pope sent what seemed to be a command to discon- 
tinue the infliction of the final penalties upon 
Catholic parents who send their children to other 
than parochial schools. This seemed a triumph 
for the liberal party in the church. But the papal 
injunction was very vague in its expression, and the 
conservativs proclaim that it does not mean what the 
liberals would make it out to. Indeed, Freethinkers 
do not believe that there will be any actual change 
in Rome’s school policy at all. They deem the 
utterances of seeming liberality to be but devices 
to lull the hostility of those who hav become indig- 
nant at papal aggressions. 

On these two points—of party division in the 
Catholic church of America, and specifically, divi- 
sion over the school question—our readers will 
learn more by perusing the latest utterance of 
Father Brandi, of Rome. This is a deliverance of 
some weight. In the interpretation of papal pro- 
nouncements, this Rev. Father Brandi, famous 
Jesuit controversialist, is recognized as the highest 
authority; and he also is always put forward to 
reply to the attacks on the doctrin of the church, 
and has the fullest access to the documents and 
persons giving light on the respectiv subjects. He 
is the authoritativ interpreter to whom all outside 
the circle of the highest illumination, such as 
bishops, archbishops, monsignors of the- various 
degrees below cardinal, giv respectful adhesion. 
He was pub forward to reply to the articles in the 


kA 


Contemporary Review, and has now published, in 
the Civita Cattolica, organ of the order, his dictum 
on the school question in the United States, 
headed “A New Pontifical Confirmation of the 
Parochial Schools in America.” It is followed by 
the text of the pope’s letter to Cardinal Gibbons 
“on the controversy about the public and parochial 
schools of the United States,” which the reverend 
father says “has been received with grateful mind 
and applause by all who were and are, here [im 
Rome] or elsewhere, strenuous defenders of an 
education strictly Catholic for the Catholic youth 
in Catholic schools. Nor could it be otherwise, 
it being known to all that on such an educa- 
tion depends in great part the true and genuin 
well-being not only of individuals, but also of 
the family, the state, and the church.” Father 
Brandi consistently and with his whole soul 
sustains the most uncompromising adherence to 
the rigid doctrin of the church as it is defined by 
the papal bulls and rescripts, defiant of all the 
temporizing and compromising weaknesses which 
maintain the nominal boundaries of the Catholic 
Roman church at the cost of its disciplin and com- 
pactness. _He has no patience with the Catholics 
who question-—-he recognizes nothing but the most 
implicit acceptance of the authority of the church, 
and will hav none of the modern liberalization of 
it. Therefore he says: 

t‘ Our readers are not ignorant how the bitter struggle 
for the existence of the Catholic school, and the princi- 
ples on which it is founded, has been in the United States, 
especially during the last two years, sustained not only 
against the attacks of the secret societies, which there 
not less than in Europe, animated by a Satanic fury, do 
everything to pervert the education of the youth, but 
also and chiefly against certain laicizing Catholics, who, 
under. the pretense of patriotism, reaching a friendly 
hand to the enemies of the church, seem to desire to 
subordinate in the school] the religious good to the civil 
good, and fully approve, against the decrees of the popes 
and the prescriptions of the plenary council of Baltimore, 
such a method of educating the youth as should be di- 
vided from the Catholic faith and from the authority of 
the church.” 


That there exists in the United States such a 
party among the Catholics he considers a grave and 
painful fact, and he stigmatizes the Western 
Watchman as a sacrilegious assailant of the true 
doctrins of the church, associating with it the Colo- 
rado Catholic of Denver, the Catholic Union and 
Times of Buffalo, the Northwestern Chronicle of St. 
Paul, the Freeman's Journal of New York, and 
the Catholic Times of Philadelphia. To put a 
stop to the propaganda of the pernicious principles 
of these pseudo-Catholics, the father undertakes 
to comment on the letter of the pope to which 
reference has been made; and it is assured (says 
a writer from Rome to the New York Post, to which 
paper we are indebted for this account of the 
father’s declaration) that what Father Brandi says 
is what the Vatican means, and what must be ac- 
cepted by all who desire to remain in the grace of 
the church. The letter, he shows, must be accepted 
as the sole and indiscussible rule by which all 
Catholics must be guided on the question involved, 
being, not the teaching, either theoretical or prac- 
tical, of a prelate or private teacher, but the deci- 
sion of the head of the church, intended to put an 
end to the dissensions and disputes which hav ex- 
isted on the subject of the schools. These are the 
authoritativ words of the pontiff: 

‘t For the rest, in order that there may remain in the 
future no reason for doubt or clash of opinions in a mat- 
ter of so great gravity, as we hay already declared in our 
letter addressed on the 28d of May of the past year to the 
venerable brethren, the archbishop and bishops of the 
ecclesiastical province of New York, so again, as far as is 
necessary, we declare that the decrees established accord 
ing to the rules given by the holy see through the coug- 
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cils of Baltimore, in regard to the parochial schools, as 
well as all that the Roman pontifis, either directly or 
through the sacred congregations, hav prescribed on the 
same subject, are to be constantly observed.” 

There follows a résumé of the history of the 
councils of Baltimore, with quotations from their 
decrees, insisting upon the retention in the hands 
of the clergy of the education of the Catholic youth. 
“We exhort the bishops,” says the first council, 
“and; in view of the grave evils which habitually pro- 
ceed from a not well-instructed youth, we conjure 
them by God’s bowels of mercy to endeavor to 
found in their respectiv dioceses schools annexed to 
each church.” This was confirmed by the second 
council, which further urged that not only the re- 
ligious, but the literary, education of the Catholic 
youth should be conducted by the clergy. The 
third council, affirming what had been said by the 
prior ones, adds that “ each parochial church should 
hav, in the space of two years from the promulga- 


tion of the present decree, its own school where it | 


does not already exist, and keep it up perpetually, 
unless for serious reasons the bishop considers that 
a delay may be accorded.” And further, it adds 
that a priest who neglects to obey this rule deserves 
to be sent away from his parish. To these decrees 
of the councils, Brandi adds a digest of the allocu- 
tions and letters of Pius IX. and Leo XIII. confirm- 
ing this rigid view of the questicn, concluding 
with an extract from the encyclical Sapiente Chris- 
tian, and one from the letter of the past year to 
the archbishop and bishops of New York. Father 
Brandi says: 

“Here the holy father declares that his decision, like 
that of the whole episcopacy, ‘denies the possibility of 
approving the neutral schools—i. e., those without re- 
ligion—and asserts the necessity of confessional schools 
in which the youth shall be instructed in religion by 
those whom the bishops shall hav judged fit for that 
office.’ After the last solemn declaration of the holy 
father iu favor of the parochial schools and the decrees 
of the councils of Baltimore, illustrated by the documents 
to which he refers and which we hav desired to quote at 
length, we believe that, according to the expressed desire 
of the pontift himself, all controversy on this subject 
ought to cease.” f 

It is the belief of most disinterested observers 
that Father Brandi is correct, and those who liv in 
Rome, and are daily witnesses of the struggle go- 
ing on between the church and its opponents, de- 
clare that there is no compromise possible and no 
« liberalizing ” of the Roman Catholic church in the 
way that so many non-Catholics and lukewarm 
Catholics are desirous of seeing it liberalized. The 
very foundation of the organization is the principle 
of authority of the holy see, and Father Brandi 
sees, as the pope sees, that any weakening of this 
authority is simply the beginning of a schism. 
Private judgment no longer exists on any matter 
on which the church has spoken, and it must be re- 
membered that it is not merely the opinion of the 
person who holds the papacy in hand, but the de- 
liberations of the highest authorities of the church, 
as expressed in its conclaves and councils, of which 
he is the mouthpiece. We who maintain as the 
vital element of human progress the absolute lib- 
erty of human intelligence and the inherent wisdom 
of doubt. consider as a theological fiction the au- 
thority of the papacy and the dogmas of the church, 
under whatever form; but, if the church is to stand, 
it must stand by authority, and every member who 
doubts and claims liberty of judgment is an illog- 
ical Catholic and an enemy to the church, and it is 
far better for the church, the heads of that body 
believe, that he should be excised from it than that 
he should air his liberalism in it; that the church 
should be diminished in numbers rather than weak- 
ened by want of cohesion and homogeneity. This 
is the feeling of the great body of the churchmen 
who liv near the head of the church, and it is the 
logical conclusion of Roman Catholic doctrin. We 
shall not believe, till we see it very plainly, that the 
Catholic church will willingly relax its grasp on the 
schooling of the young, or modify the conservatism 
of its policy in any respect. Meanwhile we extend 
to those few churchmen and journals who desire it 
to do so, a measure of esteem. 


Readers will aid the cause by forwarding us 
names of their friends who might be interested in 
sample copies of Tus Truru SEEKER. 


The Latest Sunday-Opening Decision. 

On the 31st ult. there was given at Chicago a 
judicial decision on closing the World’s Fair Sun- 
days which is, says a report, “unparalleled in the 
history of Cook county.” Judges Dunne and Bren- 
tano were called to sit as assistants to the presiding 
judge, Goggin. The suit was over Clingman’s in- 
junction. Judges Dunne and Brentano decided for 
Sunday closing. But Judge Goggin decided for 
opening, and to keep the majority decision from 
going into effect, declared the case continued sixty 
days. The strangeness of the case is, partly, what 
the reports style Judge Goggin’s arrogance in forc- 
ing his opinion over that of two colleagues; and 
partly his manner, which if we may believe these 
reports was extraordinary. 

One account says that “the decision was given in 
a wildly incoherent and stammering way, and was 
enforced by a threatening shake of the fist.” Judge 
Goggin denounced the attempts of attorneys to try 
to compel a court to decide cases dealing with the 
needs of the present day from formulas in vogue 
hundreds of years ago. He said he had a profound 
respect for Lord Coleridge, chief justice of Eng- 
land; for Melville W. Fuller, chief justice of the 
United States; for Judge Stein, and others; but 
Jackson park could not be turned over to private 
corporations to deprive the people of their rights of 
entering it and enjoying the beauties thereof at any 
time. Admitting that he was going outside the 
limits of the evidence, Judge Goggin declared that 
he was glad he could do so. The report con- 
cludes with declarations by the counsel for the 
Sunday closers that Judge Goggin was drunk. 

On the other hand, Judge Goggin says that the 
reports that he was intoxicated are infamously false. 
He says that he had not drank any intoxicating 
liquor at all that day. The reason that he contin- 
ued the case, he declares, is that one of the judges, 
when making up the decision; agreed with him that 
the Fair should be kept open, but changed his 
opinion without notice to him, Judge Goggin, when 
in court. This change of opinion, Judge Goggin 
alleges, was due to the political influence of a Ger- 
man newspaper. To keep to the original decision, 
and thwart improper motivs, Judge Goggin was 
compelled to make his arbitrary ruling. 

As the matter stands, the Clingman injunction, 
to reverse which this suit was brought, remains in 
force, and the Fair will be open every Sunday. By 
the time the sixty days’ postponement has expired, 
the Exposition will be over. 


Everything Christian Trying to Shirk Taxes. 

A while ago the Colorado senate held a lively de- 
bate over tax-exemption of the property of the 
Young Men’s Christian Association. An account of 
it sent us got mislaid, but now on coming across it 
we deem it worthy of the perusal of our readers, for 
it illustrates the shameless and all-devouring char- 
acter of the pious element, not content with rob- 
bing us of the taxes of its churches alone; and it 
contains a good point or two against that policy. 
Senator Drake, who, says our account, “has no 
great love for a church or anything approaching to 
it,” was the one to spy out the proposed law snugly 
enzconced in one section of a long bill concerning 
said Association. The section provided that lots 
with buildings thereon, which are used solely and ex- 
clusivly for the purposes of the Association in car- 
rying on their religious, educational, and charitable 
purposes, shall be exempt from taxation. He moved 
to strike it out. Senator Merritt opposed the mo- 
tion on the ground that the Young Men’s Christian 
Association does just as much good as the churches, 
and should be equally free from taxation. Senator 
Pease launched a shaft against exempting either 
Young Men’s Christian Associations or church prop- 
erty from taxation. He said such laws were founded 
on sentiment, not on practical common sense. If 
the buildings should be torn down by a mob the 
city would hav to recompense them. Wty, then, 
should they not pay their rightful share of the 
taxes? Senator Drake said: “We are taxed to 
death in this state now. The rate is creeping up 
grievously every year. People are complaining 
more and more every year, and well they may when 
they see hundreds of thousands of dollars locked 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, SEPTEMBER 9, 1893. 


up in untaxed church property on the free list.” 
Senator Webber placed himself on record against 
exempting church or any other property from taxa- 
tion. Senator Pease said that though he should 
vote to strike out the section, he knew how such 
things went, and in order to do the best he could 
for the people he would amend to exempt all Asso- 
ciation property to the value of $8,000. He 
hoped sentiment would not go further than that. 
Senator Lockwood thought it was a practical 
question of whether the state would pay to prevent 
crime or later pay to support criminals in our 
penitentiaries. We Freethinkers who know that 
the most religious countries and the most religious 
ages hav ever been the most immoral ones, will 
not be able to suppress a smile here. Senator. 
Pease’s amendment to limit to $8,000 was lost. 
Senator B. L. Smith moved to amend by including 
the property of the Woman’s Christian Temperance 
Union, the Woman’s Christian Association, the 
Printers’ Home, and the Young Men’s Institute, as 
they were all working on the same plan, and if one 
were exempted all should be. It was objected to 
on a point of order. Senator Pease moved to limit 
the property exempt to $25,000. It was lost. The 
same fate metamendments for $30,000, $40,000 and 
the original question, and the property of the 
Young Men’s Christian Association will probably 
not aid the revenues of the state in the future. 
Disgraceful it is that there should exist a public 
sentiment so biased and unjust as to make such a 
scheme as the above possible. According to the 
principle on which the above demand is based, 
it is sufficient for any society merely to put on a 
thin dress of Christian character and its property 
however costly or profitable is exempt. 
- It is often wondered at that Christian organiza- 
tions are numerous and wealthy, while those of us 
Freethinkers are few and poor. Ours are stolen 
from, is one of the reasons. 


True Christians Will Torture Themselys. 

At Tiflis, Persia, recently the Shiite festival of 
the martyrs Hassan and Hussein was celebrated in 
such a revolting manner that the authorities threaten 
to forbid its future observance. The celebrants 
slashed and wounded themselvs and one another in 
so frightful a manner that several of them now lie 
in a precarious condition. Similarly, the devotees 
of the Christian religion a few centuries ago used 
to abuse their bodies in a manner equally revolting. 
They used to cut and flog themselvs, kneel on rough 
surfaces, wear crowns of thorns, and soon. Some 
among them practiced, also, methods of self-affliction 
that were not so violent but were of lifelong con- 
tinuance, such as abstinence from society, fasting, 
immurement in cells, and the like. These latter 
penances are still current. The first-mentioned more 
violent ones are rarely attempted. The law would 
prevent them as it threatens to do those in Persia. 
It would be the spirit of humanity, which has risen 
above the spirit of religion, that would direct the 
law against them. The acts, however, would be 
deeds of devotedness to God, and so we should be- 
hold Christians setting devotion to God on a lower 
plane than devotion to man. These Christians, so 
called, in such courses would do little credit to 
their enthusiasm in the faith. If that faith is true, 
these self-tortures should surely be permitted. The 
principle which their perpetrators wish to observe 
is that of contempt of earth and of all earthly suf- 
ferings or joys, because of the sinfulness of the 
earth and its adverseness to God. And this has 
been held, from the earliest age of the church, one 
of the essential doctrins of the Christian religion. 
It is based on biblical texts of abundant number 
and plainness. “He that hateth not his own life 
cannot be my disciple.” “Take no thought, saying, 
What shall we eat? what shall we drink? or where- 
withal shall we be clothed?” “Take no thought for 
your life, what ye shall eat or what ye shall drink, 
nor yet for your body, what ye shall put on.” 
“Bodily exercise profiteth but little.” “ Blessed are 
they that mourn.” “If any man will come after me, 
let him deny himself and take up his cross daily.” 
“Be afflicted, and mourn and weep ; let your laugh- 
ter be turned to mourning and your joy to heavi- 
ness.” “Tf any man come to me and hate not his 
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father and mother, his wife and children, his broth- 
ers and sisters, yea, and his own life also, he cannot 
be my disciple.” “Woe unto you that laugh.” 

When Christianity, the Religion of Sorrow, per- 
meates thoroughly the minds and hearts of men, 
they renounce earthly joys, and the extreme ones 
among them even inflict self-tortures. The fact 
that they. do not now do so to any considerable 
extent, but would even prevent by law such at- 
tempts to do it as we read of above in Persia, 
shows that Christianity has to a considerable de- 
gree been subordinated to regard for humanity. 

a ieee ee eee eee 
Religion Always Produces Persecution. 

On account of the Christian missionary, Miss 
Melton, having been beaten by Mohammedans in 
the province of Mosul, Turkey, the vizier of that 
district is investigating with a view to punishment. 
and will in the future protect missionaries by pass- 
port or guard. Similarly, when Christianity was 
devoutly believed by the inhabitants of Europe, the 
adherents of other faiths were continually mal- 
treated among the Christians, unless protected by 
a guard or something of the kind. Their not 
being abused now is owing solely to the fact that 
Europeans do not now believe Christianity with 
their whole heart. Civilization chanced to start 
first in Europe, and humanize the people there out 
of persecuting dissenters. Had it started first in 
Asia, the people there would now be humanized out 
of their corresponding persecution. 

The news arrives, too, of persecutions of extreme 
cruelty being enacted by the Turks upon the 
Christians who hav from olden time populated one 
of the provinces over which the former hav control. 
These are the Armenians. One of these oppressed 
people writes: 

“The American public in general is not, perhaps, 
aware of the fact that it is an ordinary thing in Armenia 
to hav churches attacked during service, the young 


women violated, the men wounded or slain, the sacred 
edifice ransacked, and the altar desecrated with filth and 


dirt. It is a matter of daily occurrence to hav funeral 


processions mobbed, the mourners dispersed, and the 
dead. taken out of the coffin and thrown to the dogs in 
the ‘streets; that wedding festivities are stopped by 
means of revolvers and the bride dishonored. Do the 
Americans know that to-day the young Armenian wife 
and the blushing maiden are entirely at the mercy of un- 
bridled Moslems—that horses and cattle, crops and mer- 
chandise, furniture, and even houses are coolly appropri- 
ated by cruel, ferocious Kurds and Circassians, with the 
tacit sanction of corrupt Turkish officials?” 


Religion always has perpetrated, and always does 
and will perpetrate, heinous barbarities whenever it 
is believed without reservation and made a subject 
of daily thought and feeling. These barbarities can 
be abolished only by withdrawing the attention of 
the people from religion and allowing it to sink into 
ignorement and nothingness. 


The Church-and-State Union Every Seventh 
: Day. - 

The clergy of California are continuing their war 
upon the proposed opening of the Midwinter Fair 
at San Francisco on Sundays. However, they are 
meeting at the hands of the sensible journals of the 
state an opposition that we are glad to see, ‘and 
that will do much toward opening the people’s eyes 
as to what the nature of the infamous clerical policy 
really is. The Oakland Z%mes, for instance, says: 

“ Rev. Joseph E. Scott, chairman of the meeting, was 
candid enough to admit that the movement to close the 
gates of the Fair on Sunday was indorsed by only a small 
minority of the community. He thought that at least 
four-fifths of the people of San Francisco, outside of the 
regular church-goers, Will want the Fair open on Sunday. 
Tf this is true, it may, in all propriety, be asked why the 
Fair should be closed on that day.” 

Another remark of the same. paper, equally good, 
is: : 

‘The Sabbatarians are very bigoted in their ignorance 
of what the people want and what is good for the people. 
Their narrow view comprises only the outlook of a very 
narrow creed, and the effort to compel their neighbors to 
believe and act with them is little short of tyranny—it is 
certainly a presumption that will be vigorously resented 
by every liberal-minded citizen in the community.” 

The Times goes on to say that one thing is evi- 
dent, and that is, that it is unfair to close these 
institutions, which are supported by the people, on 


the only day when the majority can view them, so 
that the working classes are largely deprived of 
deriving any benefit from that which they are 
taxed to support and which they desire open. As- 
suredly these people hav just as much right to 
attend the museum as dthers hav to attend church; 
and the one class hav no more right to close the 
museums and deprive the others of their freedom 
of action than the other classes hav to close the 
churches and so deprive many of their privileges. ` 

How far are the people from comprehending the 
principles of equal rights when they view with com- 
placent eye, without a suspicion of wrong, the specta- 
cle of one profession closing the establishments of all 
rival industries or attractions on the day when it 
transacts its trade and reaps its profits. How far 
from actual accomplishment is the separation of 
church and state that is supposed to exist in 
America, when the state unites with the church in 
suppressing either industry, or recreativ pleasure 
and improvement, on the day selected by ecclesi- 
asticsa for their own purposes. 


Agents Wanted. 

We believe that not only can good be done but 
money made by any Liberal who will canvass for 
our book “Old Testament Stories Comically Illus- 
trated.” In fact we know one man who worked at 
it but a few hours weekly and sold nearly fifty 
copies in a month. The price is low; everybody 
knows the Old Testament stories, and nearly every- 
body would like a book applying nineteenth-cent- 
ury wit and knowledge to them. People like to 
laugh. Reverence for the Old Testament tales has 
largely disappeared and jokes at the expense of 
Jonah and Joseph and Esau and Samson and David, 
and the other worthies of unsavory reputation, are 
keenly appreciated. It seems to us that the book 
will sell at sight. It does here in the store. 
Liberals out of employment will find this a good 
way to make an honest dollar. 

Terms to agents sent upon application. 


Freethinkers, Attention. 


The headquarters of the Freethought Federation 
until October 1st will be 17 South Curtis street, 
Chicago. Please send all communications for 
Samuel P. Putnam, president, or John R. Charles- 
worth, secretary, to this place. All Liberal visitors 
are cordially welcome. Call if possible between 9 
and 12 in the morning. Liberal papers and publi- 
cations will be for sale at this office and also at 
Henchel’s Academy, 517 W. Madison street, during 
September and until after Congress. Liberal meet- 
ings every Sunday evening during September, and 
International Congress from October 1st to Octo- 
ber 8th, at Henchel’s Academy. 


Everyone going to Chicago this fall should hay a 
copy of S. P. Putnam’s ‘‘ Pen Pictures of the World’s 
Fair” in his pocket. He will find it a great aid to in- 
telligent sight-seeing. Price, 25 cents; 5 copies for 
$1. 


Rev. Charles Edwards has been obliged to resign 
his charge at Freeport, N. Y., because of having 
been discovered to be the author of an anonymous 
book recently published and circulated there. In 
it he expresses disbelief in some such notions as a 
material hell, the miracles, and so on. He says: 
« Did I believe in the existence of a material hell 
I never would hav written the following satire. 
Neither do I believe that any aquatic animal swim- 
ming in a geographic sea ever swallowed Jonah. 
The grotesque picture painted by divines of the 
big fish’s contortions as he swallows Jonah is so 
horrible that we involuntarily recoil and almost 
disbelieve our senses. That ecclesiastical teaching 
which pleases and terrifies the ignorant is certainly 
in keeping with the dilatory past, but should hav 
no place in the aggressiv future. That which dis- 
torts and deforms, rendering wild and extravagant 
a beautiful symbol, demands more than a single 
protest.” The Freeportites are as determined as 
were their great-grandfathers that the whale shall 
swallow Jonah as of yore, and determined person- 
ally to swallow anything that the biggest-speaking 


miracle-monger shall tell them ; and when it comes 
to us we hope that Oblivion will swallow them up 
and hold them for about twenty years until the 
news to reach us from their antiquated village shall 
be more sensible. 


In a San Antonio Hapress we find some deserved 
invectiv against several preachers who are trying to 
settle their Sunday yoke more firmly on people’s 
necks. We are glad to hav the ecclesiastical tyrants 
combated on every hand. Joyous is the sound of 
the strokes falling upon them. The Hzpress intro- 
duces its subject thus: “Two or three preachers 
who are industriously hacking around in the Lord’s 
vineyard with their little hoes while they should be 
industriously chopping cotton, are laboring with all 
their puny strength to create sentiment among the 
Christian people against the Hapress, because it 
presumed to say that each community should be left 
free to enact its own Sunday laws, instead of being 
compelled to submit to the dictates of voters five 
hundred miles distant.” The truth is, the preachers 
do not believe in a community being left free to 
enact its Sunday or any other laws. They would 
enact all its laws themselvs ; they would govern all 
its concerns down to the most minute; they did 
this when they had the power, as for instance in 
Scotland and New England ; and as to the distance 
at which the laws shall be made, half of the clergy 
counsel our sending across the wide ocean to Rome 
for them. The clergy hav no notion of self-govern- 
ment, individual government, or any government 
but the most despotic by their own sacerdotal 
selvs, in favor of themselvs, to make the money flow 
into their own pockets. 


We desire to call the attention of readers of Tux 
Truru SEEKER to the benefits of subscribing to the 
Truth Seeker Monthly Library. The yearly sub- 
scription is only $3, and subscribers to the Library 
receive a paper-bound copy of each book issued in 


jit; or, if they desire the books in cloth binding, 


subscribers can remit the difference in price be- 
tween paper and cloth binding, and get the books 
in the latter shape. So far this year subscribers 
to the Library hav received “ Paine Vindicated,” 
by Colonel Ingersoll, price 15 cents; the “ Crea- 
tion of God,” by Dr. Hartmann, price 50 cents; 
the “Resurrection of Jesus,” by Don Allen, price 
40 cents; “Crimes of Preachers,” price 25 cents; 
the “Handbook of Freethought,” by W. S. Bell, 
price 50 cents; “Religion a Curse,” by 8. P. Put- 
nam, price 25 cents; ‘ Design Argument Fallacies,” 
price 15 cents; “ Pen Pictures of the World's Fair,” 
price 25 cents, and “Abraham Lincoln: Was He a 
Christian?” price 50 cents. Other books besides 
are in preparation. One of these, we may men- 
tion, is “Pleasure and Progress,” by A. M. 
Lorentz, LL.B., of which further notice will 
shortly be made. Send $3 and receive at cnce 
the books already published, and, as they ap- 
pear, those which will be published between now 
and January, '94. 


Lectures and Meetings. 


J. E. Remssure will lecture in Michigan during the 
month of September. His appointments as far as ar- 
ranged are as follows: 


Traverse City, Sept. 9, 10] Northville, Sept. 20 
Harriette, “ 11, 12, 13 | Tipton, ef 21 
Mt. Pleasant, ‘‘ 14, 15| Mongo (Ind.), ‘* 22 
Gagetown, e 16, 17 |La Grange (‘‘), ‘‘ 23 
Port Huron, ‘‘ 18} Lawton, t 24, 25 
Rochester, ss 19 | Benton Harbor, ‘‘ 26 


Mr. FRANKLIN Sretmer’s lecture engagements, so far 
as arranged, are as follows: 


Newton, Ta., 
Woodward, e 
Carlisle, S ont 

Lyons (afternoon), an 
Clinion (evening), we 
De Witt BB es 
Grand Mound, ne Shed 
Calamus, 
Chicago, 


- ‘After the International Congress of Freethinkers, Mr. 
Steiner will return to Iowa and spend the latter half of 
October and all of November in that state. Address him 
at Box 882, Des Moines, Ia. 
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Romance. 


The Revivalist. 
A STORY OF KATIE. 

I remember very well the day when I first saw 
Katie. There weresix of us, juniors at Pierson, who 
had formed an eating club and had consigned our- 
selys to the mercies of Mrs. Ames. I trust these 
were tender for the sake of an exception. 

This matron was a widow, as she must needs hav 
been since she had married, with a tearful eye and 
an apron. When she wiped the one with the other, 
expostulation supinely yielded to resignation. We 
had filed into her stuffy front parlor, whose atmos- 
phere was a memorial to the defunct masculin 
adjunct of her matrimonial entity, and were there 
awaiting our initial dinner with an anticipation 
which we felt could not be better than realization, 
yet which proved blissful in comparison. 

«My niece from the country will serve you,” an- 
nounced our landlady. ‘Katie, fetch up the vict- 
uals for the boarders.” . 

The folding-doors were flung apart, and we en- 
tered the scene of many future discomfitures. 

On this day, however, we did not scan the board 
—a term, by the way, just plane enough—with 
chagrin. One and all of us were startled and 
gratified by the trim little figure that courtesied a 
welcome, and flushed to the roots of her fluffy light 
hair. Our contentment was supreme when Mrs. 
Ames left us to study this pleasing vision, on the 
impossible mission of looking after the dinner—as 
if anyone, having once seen it, would look after it! 

Katie was truly a comely and dainty maid. Her 
eyes were large and blue and appealing in their 
expression. Her red lips quivered and disclosed 
small, milky teeth. She looked at us as if to say, 
“Don't you see how embarrassed I am?” and we, 
not being clowns, did see, and turned our attention 
to old Bowen’s account of Professor Jackson’s 
lecture. Now, old Bowen was nothing if not prosy, 
and he was quite a leader in our college world, so 
the self-denial was genuin. Doubtless the drone 
of his talk served to make it effectual, for gradually 
the girl became composed. Then little Dobbs 
ventured a joke regarding the plum pudding, which, 
he said, reminded him of the Acropolis, “It was 
such an embodiment of ancient Greece,” and she 
giggled and dropped a plate and then looked 
frightened. When old Bowen announced that he 
would tell Mrs. Ames to charge the blame and the 
breakage to our account Katie was recognized as a 
member of our organization, and thenceforward 
accepted the communion with frankness. 

There was nothing mawkish or meretricious in 
this relation. Little Dobbs, indeed, had a liquorish 
eye and an engaging manner, and one morning we 
found him awaiting us, to our astonishment, with 
one very red cheek and a whistle of indifference. 
As Katie was abrupt in her responses and almost 
fierce in the way in which she served the cakes, 
making veritable flipjacks of them, the rest of us 
concluded that little Dobbs had met that complete 
reverse which sometimes comes to audacious ad- 
vance. Thereafter he was respectful, a temporary 
loss of identity on his part, and Katie, having noth- 
ing to fear, became a partisan in our unequal 
struggle with a Spartan fare, interpolating 
sly ironical grimaces to her aunt’s encomiums, 
and whispering “care” toward dishes unusually 
noxious. 

Old Bowen used to philosophize about Katie in 
our walkstoandfro. “That child,” he would say in 
his ancient way—he was twenty-one, and had lived— 
“is a bait for misfortune. She has such capacities 
for enjoyment that she surely must suffer. She is 
filled with sensibilities; some day they will rend 
her like devils. If she were only married to a 
rough farmer, compelled to toil from twilight to 
twilight, and to get growls for her pains, with a 
family increasing each year, she would likely be suf- 
ficiently wretched to be contented.” 

One Sunday afternoon we met Katie walking with 
an awkward, stalwart young man with red hair, 
whom little Dobbs immediately styled “William 
Rufus.” She didn’t feel proud of her swain, a fact 
which he appreciated as well as we; and when at 
supper we attempted some trivialities regarding his 
carriage and boots, she tossed her head and pursed 
her lips and said “he wouldn’t say boo to a goose.” 

Poor William Rufus, he had yet to learn that the 
tongue is a weapon and the heart a hindrance. 
Mrs. Ames intoned a lament to old Bowen regard- 
ing her niece. “She is that captious with her fol- 
lower,” she said. “A sober young fellow, much 
too good for her that one of these days he'll bid her 
good riddance, and then she'll see.” 

Perhaps William Rufus did thus pluck courage 
from despair, for as the autumn deepened into win- 


ter we noticed a change in Katie. She grew list- 
less and absent. Wherever her thoughts were, 
they certainly were not with us, and yet our con- 
versation had lost none of its sparkle. As little 
Dobbs said, “A joke needed a life-preserver, her 
indifference threw so much cold water on it.” The 
ideality that had lightened“our meals disappeared, 
and in its stead remained the heavy, sodden reality. 

One evening old Bowen, little Dobbs, and I 
chanced to pass a Methodist meeting-house that 
had long since been abandoned. Its windows glim- 
mered, and through them came the sound of ex- 
hortation, of psalmody, and of ferment. In front 
were large posters setting forth in fiery letters that 
the Rev. Jacob Pross, the world feared, world- 
renowned evangelist, would hold forth that night on 
the approaching end of the earth. Admission, 25 
cents. Come one, come all. | 

“Let us go in,” I suggested. 

Old Bowen demurred. Why should we waste 
our money in encouraging such imposture? 

« Money’s no object at such a ticklish time,” said 
little Dobbs, and, moved by a common curiosity, we 
entered and obtained seats on the middle aisle. 
The scene was impressiv, even to mocking eyes. 
The lights were so arranged as to throw the pulpit 
into strong relief. In front and on the sides was 
gloom. Within, a tall, stalwart man of swarthy 
mien and dominant brows, whose face was ugly and 
fascinating from its very ugliness, was craftily 
using every elocutionary device to produce effect. 
His voice, sweet and full and modulated to his 
thought, swept the entire gamut of emotion from 
ecstasy to despair, and from determination unto 
welcome. Its tones pierced like daggers, or soothed 
like a mother’s hand. The man was master of his 
audience, and exercised his sway ruthlessly. At 
his bidding tears and hallelujahs burst forth. At 
his bidding the hardened grew ashamed and the in- 
nocent bold. Men confessed sins of enormity; 
young girls revealed celestial visions. His text was 
an obscure prophecy from the book of Daniel; but 
it served as a reason for a ranting and disjected dis- 
course, abounding in imagery and apostrophe. 

The preacher announced that he alone was the 
gate to salvation; that all those who had died, that 
all those who were alive and followed him not, were 
doomed to everlasting torment. Coming to the 
edge of the platform, he leaned far over, with ex- 
tended arms. . 

“My parents,” he moaned, and tears dripped 
from his cheeks; “my honest, industrious, God- 
fearing parents, where are they? Down, down, 
down! Deep in the eternal gulf of perdition, where 
the worm never dieth and the fire is not quenched, 
they expiate their rejection of the truth! And if 
such be their fate, what will be yours, and yours, 
and yours whose sins are as scarlet, if you heed 
not the voice of the shepherd who can cleanse you 
as white as wool?” 

Ay, it was a rapt, a painful scene; for fear and 
agony and tiansport are darts that can penetrate 
even the shield of skepticism. Little Dobbs, whose 
one purpose was fun, glanced uneasily toward the 
door. Old Bowen darkened like a Puritan magis- 
trate. “That fellow deserves to be scourged,” he 


‘muttered. As for myself, I was exceedingly uncom- 


fortable. A crowd always repels me; the fervor of 
this crowd well-nigh vanquished my self-control. I 
think I should hav incontinently adopted little 
Dobbs’s evident desire had not my eyes caught a 
familiar face. There, in the very front row, seated 
among the ehosen sisters who were called the 
« Cherubim Band ” was Katie, swaying forward and 
back, waving her hands and proclaiming glory! 
Now she would dash from her seat and embrace 
some one, aN indiscriminate anyone it seemed— 
she, our modest Katie! Now she would pace the 
steps of a stately dance, and then, down on her 
knees, with arms upraised! Evidently her com- 
panions regarded her as their chief; evidently the 
Rev. Mr. Pross cherished her as a beloved disciple, 
for they imitated her impulse, and he, by his glance, 
encouraged, nay, forced it unto extravagance! 

“Look!” I whispered to my friends, and from 
the humiliation of our little maid there came to us 
a common aversion. 

“Come,” warned old Bowen. “It’s none of our 
concern,” and we stepped out into the aisle. 

At-this instant it chanced there was a lull, a thing 
of dread to the preacher, and he seized the oppor- 
tunity for its avoidance. 

“Stay, young man, stay !” he shouted, dramatic- 
ally. “You are on the very brink. Pause, oh, 
pause! If you pass that threshold you fall into the 
bottomless pit!” 

Old Bowen shrugged his shoulders disdainfully ; 
and I, shamefaced, hastened my steps, but little 
Dobbs stopped and turned around and bowed 
politely. 

“ Awfully sorry,” he said, “but really, we must 


go. So if.you hav any message for your respecta- 
ble though unfortunate parents, we shall be most 
happy to deliver it.” , 

There was a roar of exasperation, and the for 
ward swell of a tumult. I caught sight of Katie’ 
face in the throng ; it was livid and distorted, and. 
her eyes flashed like a panther’s. - ar 

“Hurry, you fool!” cried old Bowen. “Do you 
want to be torn into pieces?” aco 

“Let us hav peace rather than pieces,” replied 
little Dobbs. And we turned tail and ran. 

It was the next morning at breakfast that this 
same little Dobbs, who could never let well enough 
alone, or anything else that he could pick at, pre- 
cipitated a crisis by saying: “ Well, Katie, we can’t 
fare any worse when we get there, ‘that’s one com- 
fort.” i 

The girl dropped the tray from her grasp. 

‘Oh, you wicked young man,” she cried, “to 
dare to scoff at the Lord’s anointed! I will never 
wait on you again—never, never, never!” and she: 
slammed out of the room. We ‘heard the sound of. 
‘contending voices, but no one came.. At dinner 


-Mrs. Ames presided like the skeleton at an Egyptian 


feast, though there was no other similarity. In 
response to old Bowen’s cautious inquiries she 
vouchsafed “tantrums” as a cause, and’ “I'll serve 
meself” as an effect. That settled it; without our 
little maid our food turned to ashes in.our mouths, 
and it didn’t hav far to turn. Through the em-: 
bassage of old Bowen, to whom disagreeables were- 
always allotted as a privilege, we declined further 
risks, and shook the“ dust” from out our pockets in 
full payment, and from off our feet in joyous escape. 
It made no difference to Mrs. Ames. The widowed: 
landlady at Pierson is never utterly forsaken. She: 
livs by faith alone—and so, too, do her hapless 
boarders. 

Some months after our exodus little Dobbs and. 
I, while sitting on the fence one afternoon, caught 
an approaching glitter of teeth. It was William 
Rufus, presenting the broadest case of grin I hav 
ever seen. He slapped us mightily on -the back and 
then coalesced the small bones of our hands. 

“Congratulate me, gentlemen!” he roared, “I’ve 
up and done it.” Seg , A 

We glanced from posy to necktie with enlighten- 
ment. p e . 

“What! Married!” we cried. mr 

«Yes, Katie, you know, and I—and we—are so 
happy,” and the great fellow blushed like a dusty 
road at sunset. í ARA 

“Sit down, William Rufus,” said little Dobbs 
affably, after we had expressed the usual disguised 
condolences. “Tell me, who officiated at the 
‘wish-you-much-joy?’ The Lord’s anointed, hey?” 

“ Pross, dye mean? Sure, sir, he’s not fit to 
mate two cats! The Lord’s anointed? I. guess 
the devil’s got something to say about that! 
Belike you havn’t heard how his great revival 
ended?” . ia 

“No, tell us,” we both replied. ; 

“He skipped the burg between two days. You 
see, it was this way: He and the sisters were hav- 
ing a love feast, where they sings and prays and 
gets themselvs generally excited, when a little 
dried-up old woman broke up the meeting quicker’n 
Gabriel’s horn. Gad, I guess his reverence wished 
the end of the world had come afore she got her 
fingers in his hair! Ho! ho!” And William 
Rufus laughed seemingly some distance below his 
boots. ‘She was his wife from England,” he con- 
tinued. “And she had reinforcements behind her 
in the shape of four children, but they weren't 
needed. The services were adjourned in a jiffy, 
and there wassen’t no doxology neither.” 

“And Katie?” asked little Dobbs with normal 
impertinence. 

“Clean disgusted! She ain’t sung a psalm tune 
since. Why, if it hadn’t been for that matrimonial 
exposure I wouldn’t be here to-day, gentlemen, 
really I wouldn’t. She was that set up with his 
idees and notions. You see, when he talked so 
beautiful and confident like of the visions of glory, 
she believed they were spread out before her very 
eyes. Well, that deserted wife brought her back 
to earth again with a bang, and she finds it a pretty 
good place, too. So when I asked her once more 
just for luck, she flushed and courtesied and said, 
‘ Whenever you will.’ And if you gentlemen would 
look in on our little home, we'd take it kindly, very 
kindly, indeed.” Sek 

“You hav a sweet and tender little wife,” I said, 
after we had both accepted his honest invitation. 
“T am glad she has found such a strong and faith- 
ful protector.” ' ; 

“Protector!” he repeated. ‘I should rather say 
so. Do you see these hands?”—-they were very 
evident as he extended them. “ Well, sir, if any 
man should dare to even think wrong of my dear 


! wife, I'd squeeze his life out between them.” 
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Ah, stout, viril hands, the day is coming when 
such a strain will be put upon thy sinews, and well 
will they fulfill the promis. Alas for love and hap- 
piness since such strength as thine can still find its 
task ! 

_ We did call on the young couple and old Bowen 
. went with us. Katie was her old self—that simple, 
joyous old self that had changed Mrs. Ames’s drastic 
regimen into ambrosia. 

“‘She’s just the same,” said little Dobbs enthusi- 

astically. 
_ “Yes,” responded old Bowen. “That’s just 
where the future troubles lie. Had she taken my 
farmer, with his yearly accompaniments, she would 
hav been different and more fortunate.” 

We laughed his gloomy prognostications to 
scorn, and Katie being settled and beyond our 
life, we thought but little of her for many months. 

It was one day during the following winter that 
little Dobbs called my attention to an advertise- 
ment board with the careless expression, “The 
devil has broken loose again.” There was more 
aptness in his flippancy than he intended. Yes, 
there were the familiar red letters setting forth 
that the evangelist, the prophet, the lLord’s 
anointed, the Rev. Jacob Pross, had returned with 
a message of woe; that the end was near, and that 
only through him could there be an escape. 

“ But he made the same prediction a year ago,” I 
objected. : 

“ What of it?” said little Dobbs. “The earth is 
a sort of star, I suppose; and all stars hav an in- 
herent right to several ‘last appearances.’ ” 

It was a week later, when I was strolling alone 
one evening across the green, that I came across 
them-—I mean, of course, Pross and Katie. They 
emerged from an obscure path and met me face to 
face under an electric light. The girl’s face was 
uplifted, the girl’s eyes were fixed on that strong, 
hateful countenance with the same expression of 
exaltation’ which they had borne when I had 
watched her during the revival meeting. 

“ Katie!” I cried, involuntarily, as I stopped 
short. She turned and scanned me disdainfully. 
She shrugged her shoulders and pressed her com- 
panion’s arm. They passed on unheeding. After 
all, what concern or right was it of mine? Should 
I suspect, when her husband believed? But, alas 
for the simple faith of William Rufus! I more 
than suspected, I knew. ; 

Commencement Day came and old Bowen, little 
Dobbs, and I bid farewell to Pierson. We lingered 
like lovers in our departure, and the town was well- 
nigh deserted the night when we went to the rail- 
way station. We were in ample time for our train, 
for old Bowen had that anxiety about traveling so 
common in the aged. We paced disconsolately up 
and down the platform alongside of the tracks. 
‘The weather was stormy, and the lights on the 
building sent long glimmers through the mist like 
the pointing of a ghosi’s finger. From- the distance 
there came the shriek and rumble of an approach- 
ing train, and old Lowen began to fuss about 
tickets and checks. 

“Keep your clothes on, old woman,” said little 
Dobbs, soothingly; “we hav half an hour yet. 
That’s the ‘ peanut train.’” 

Now, this humiliating term was given to the nar- 
row-gaged communication between Pierson and a 
neighboring manufacturing town, and little Dobbs 
was quite right in his conjecture, for a moment 
later a tiny engin, with a single car, puffed up and 
stopped. There were but few passengers, and of 
these the latest to descend were a man and woman. 

« Spoons!” muttered little Dobbs, as we noticed 
their affectionate clinging. 

They passed slowly toward the door. One of 
those spirit fingers touched the woman’s face. It 
was Katie! Little need for us to surmise as to her 
companion, nor, indeed, did we hav time. There 
was a heavy rush, an infuriated roar, and out from 
the gloom sprang William Rufus full at the preach- 
er’s throat ! l 

Then followed a literal crunch of bones. The 
body, limp and lifeless, was tossed at our feet like 
a rag doll twisted by a ruthless child, and William 
Rufus dashed back and disappeared within the 
mist, to wander like Cain over the face of the earth. 

We might hav stayed him, but we raised not a 
- hand; indeed, little Dobbs cried “Good!” and 
. flapped his arms against his side. But old Bowen 
turned solemnly toward the dead and I toward the 


living. But Katie wildly waved us away. She 


clung to the poor body as love alone will cling, de- 
spite dishonor and death, and when the men came 
to bear it away she passed from our view with her 
arms still tenderly entwined. 
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Seno for catalog of our publications. 
on application. | 


Federation will be held in December at Louvain. 


its members to be cremated when they die. 
issued Col. R. G. Ingersoll’s lecture on Voltaire in 


occupies a building formerly used as a Catholic 
school. The Catholics are very much put out. 


English taxpayers is $33,750,000. Such is the con- 
clusion of Prof. Edwin Johnson, the English statis- 
tician and economist. 


thought Federation an address of sympathy and a 
fraternal greeting was sent by the Federation to 
the Freethought Federation of America. 


Belgium friends know how to do a thing. 


Sent free 


book of reference for those who hav been there and 
wish to refresh their memories.” 


Items of Foreign News Interesting to Free- 
thinkers. 
The next congress of the Belgian Freethought 


A terrible misfortune has befallen mankind. ` The 
church of Holy Anna at Kankakee, Ill., has burnt 
down, and the fire destroyed a “ part of the earthly 
remains of Holy Anna.” Well, we suppose the 
church will be rebuilt, and as people die every day 
we need not despair. Earthly remains just as good 
as Holy Anna’s can be had for the mere asking. 
Inquire at the nearest medical college during. the 
dissecting season. 


The Belgian Freethought Federation advises all 


Very 
sensible. 


The Dageraad, our Dutch contemporary, has 
pamphlet form. 


The Hindu Organ, published at Jaffna, Ceylon, 
js on our table. Unfortunately half of the paper is 
published in the Sanscrit language, which we are 
not versed in. However, we contrived to pick out 
an item informing us that even in that far-away 
island the Christians are fighting with one another. 
We are glad they are. It may be a means of in- 
forming the Hindoos that the invariable outcome 
of “ the religion of love” is fighting. 


The “Temple of Science ” at Charleroi, Belgium, 


The yearly cost of the Church of England to the 


` At the recent congress of the French Free- 
= ieee oy France under the second empire was distinctly 


Catholic; now, under the republic, it is secular if 
not Freethinking in its tendencies. During the 
-empire in 1865 there were 53,350 free schools, with 
2,601,619 pupils, while at present there are 79,000 
-schools with 5,500,000 pupils. During the empire 
the public-school budget was 10,000,000 francs 
a franc = $0.19), at present it is 125,000,000 

ancs. During the last Panama scandal the Oath- 
olic papers complained that there was no school . 
left “unto God.” It is too bad. All the Panama 
boodlers got their education in the schools of the 
empire, which were devoted “unto God.” 


The “Festival of Youth” held by the Cercle des 
Soirées Populaires Rationalistes was a decided suc- 
cess. Over nine hundred people participated. Our 


The Committee of Moral Laws, Mr. Jean-Paul- 
Cée president, is about to publish a new work, 
“ I'he Astronomic Origin of the World.” The book 
is to be an antidote to the history of saints. 


The rapid growth of Freethought in countries 
like Spain and Belgium, and the never-failing gen- 
uin enthusiasm of Freethinkers in these countries, 
is due toa great extent, we believe, to the inter- 
mingling of politics. The Freethinkers form the 
greater part of the Liberal, the republican party, a 
party whose aims are extremely popular. It is the 
politics that makes Freethought popular. Here in 
the United States Freethinkers form as yet no po- 
litical party. They adhere to the old ones. Some 
do so because it is business or fashion, others be- 
cause their fathers did, and again others through 
ignorance or, what is worse, political orthodoxy. 
The writer has seen well-educated Freethinkers, 
Liberal on all subjects but politics, stand up in a 
political meeting and make speeches with as much 
fervor and noise as a Methodist sky-pilot at a re- 
vival meeting. And these men not alone threw 
their own vote, but exhorted others to vote as they 
did, for parties whose whole political career has 
been marked by laws detrimental to liberty. Let 
us take a lesson from our European brethren. Let 
us form a political party. Let us, till we are strong 
enough to stand alone, be politicians—7. e., let us 
vote for any man who will in his public office favor 
our demands. 


To make the darkies in Africa swallow the dry 
teachings of Christianity and tolerate the presence 
of a missionary, ten thousand gallons of liquor are 
imported for every missionary in that country. 


The Freethought society of Wiesbaden, Ger- 
many, has joined the National Federation. In 
union there is strength. Why do not our local 
societies join the American Federation of Free- 
thought ? 

Malta, the English island in the Mediterranean 
sea, is not a healthy place for Protestants to liv in. 
A Protestant lady who distributed tracts relating 
to her “ism” was imprisoned for twenty-four hours, 
and then given a day to leave the island. 


The Russian press censor has prohibited the 
sale of Zeitschrift fur Ethische Cultur (Magazine 
for Ethical Culture) in Russia. Why the Russians 
may not read this excellent magazine edited by 
Prof. Georg v. Gizyiki is known only to the censor 
and the czar. 


. The bookseller, Wilhelm Koster, of Berlin, 
Prussia, has been sentenced to one month’s im- 
prisonment because in a public gathering he spoke 
against giving ten million marks for the erection of 
a new church. He called the house of God a 
“damnation institution.” 


The annual Congress held at Herstal on May 21st 
and 22d by the Belgian Freethought Federation 
was a decided success. Delegates representing 
sixty-eight societies were present. The Federation 
consists of one hundred and thirty-four societies, 
with an aggregate membership of over seventeen 
thousand activ and paying members. Mr. Mévisse 
delivered a lengthy but extremely interesting re- 
port regarding the operations and social-economic 
standing of women in Belgium. For the benefit of 
such of the readers of Taz Trura Szexer as are in- 
terested in woman’s rights we will when time per- 
mits giv a translation of this report. At the 
closure of the report the following resolution was 
adopted by acclamation: “The Belgium Free- 
thinkers reunited in congress at Herstal, believing 
that woman is a human being of the same intrinsic 
import as man, demand the recognition of her ab- 
solute right to develop all her faculties and all her 
aptitudes, and furthermore the revocation of her 
disfranchisement in the economic, legal, political, 
and social worlds.” It was furthermore decided to 
print five thousand copies of Mr. Mévisse’s report 
and distribute the same among the societies for 
general circulation. ‘The Political Aspect of Free- 
thought” was the next subject for discussion. The 
following resolution pertaining to this subject was 
then adopted unanimously: ‘‘Congress declares 
hereby that the Freethinkers of Belgium demand 
universal suffrage pure and simple (one man or 
woman, one vote), and accordingly call for the 
abolition of privileges as awarded certain indi- 
viduals under Paragraph 47.” The Federation’s 
relation to the Committee on Moral Laws was taken 
up next. And at the conclusion of the discussion 
it was resolved to continue the support of the Com- - 
mittee, and all Freethinkers were advised to join 


Mrs. Hedwig Henrich Wilhelmi, the German- 
American Freethought lecturer, left for Europe 
July 15th. We were in hopes to hear this excellent 
lecturer at the International Freethought Congress 
in Chicago, but Mrs. Wilhelmi had to leave owing 
to the sickness of her mother. 


Imprisonment does not conquer the spirit of 
German Freethought lecturers. Dr. C. Riger, 
who has nearly served out his last sentence for 
blasphemy, reports through Der Freidenker that 
he is ready for engagements. It is people like Dr. 
Ruger that make orthodoxy fly about. 


Messrs. E. Pasquer, Epaulard, and A. Fleury re- 
ceived the highest number of votes at the election 
for the general council of the French Freethought 
Federation; while Messrs. Bévalet, Mare Cotar, and 
Distribué were. equally fortunate to be elected with 
the highest number of votes to the commission of 
control. 


Announcing Mr. S. P. Putnam’s “Pen Pictures 
of the World’s Fair,” the Milwaukee Freidenker 
says: “It is well written and contains many prac- 
tical suggestions highly beneficial to the visitor at 
the great Chicago Exposition. Besides an excellent 
description of the Fair, it givs the reader an ac- 
curate account, of necessary expenses, hotel and 
transportation rates, etc. And inasmuch as it con- 
tains good reading it recommends itself as a lecture 
for those who intend to go to the Fair and as a 
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the Committee or at least make themselvs thor- 
oughly acquainted with its work, “Essay on Secu- 
lar Education.” Among the members present at 
this Congress who hav achieved more than a local 
reputation for their work in Freethought, we will 
mention Messrs. Oscar Beek, Eug. Renaudiére 
Dons, Joseph Thirion Gorrison, R. Rens, and Van 
Petenghem, besides our friend Leon Furnemont. 


News and Notes. 


John E. Remsburg, from his wide and busy lect- 
uring field, dropped in upon us Tuesday, August 
28th, and on Wednesday we found our devious way 
to the World’s Fair. Taking the horse-car via 
Randolph street to State, we meandered along that 
brilliant thoroughfare, which in itself presents at- 
tractions as various almost as the exhibits of the 
World's Fair. Remsburg takes in the post-office 
and his multitudinous mail, and then we journey to 
the foot of Jackson street with a vast throng of 
other pedestrians, some wending their way to the 
“ cattle-trains,” and others, over the vast arch of the 
bridge, roll end tumble into that modern leviathan 
of the deep, the ‘“ Whale-back,” whose hull is of the 
shape of Jonah’s famous sea-vehicle—the whale. It 
holds over five thousand passengers, goes at the 
rate of eighteen miles an hour, and is the biggest 
and fastest excursion boat anywhere in the world. 
We find our way to the very topmost bough or boat 
of this huge vessel, and as it floats slowly and 
grandly out from the dock, a magnificent panorama 
unfolds—the broad, blue, sparkling lake and the 
enormous, wonderful city, with heaps of smoke over 
it, glittering to silver as the volumes surge away 
into the distance. Soon the mighty vessel reaches 
its open pathway, and with vast clouds, through 
which the sun burns like a golden orb, speeds for 
the White City. Over the luminous horizon we see 
the golden turrets and domes of the Manufacturers’ 
Building, which at first appears like a huge bank of 
clouds. Then the distinct outlines of the many 
structures ray forth—the dome of the Illinois 
Building with its lofty flag, the Government Build- 
ing and Administration Building, the massiv col- 
umns of the Peristyle, the glowing figures and the 
golden statue of Diana—a propect of forms and 
colors that is indeed indescribable; while the beau- 
tiful waters are covered with craft of every sort, 
and the heaving floods seem as immeasurable as the 
ocean. Landing on the wharf we are crushed in an 
immense crowd while seeking entrance, but soon we 
find ourselvs in the magic city, and we join in the 
‘procession in any direction that our fancy prompts. 
The Great Basin outspreads first of all with its 
animating scenes—the gondolas flitting about, the 
fountains shining, the superb statue fronting the 
ever-changing wonder and beauty of the huge 
circle. Into the Manufacturers’ Building we pass, 
and of course it is no use to attempt a description 
of what we see here, for miles and miles of every- 
thing conceivable is before the wandering step. 
As this is the Butchers’ and Grocers’ Day, and E. A. 
Stevens is one of the executiv officers of the latter's 
association, and H. C. Liddell, our Liberal friend, 
is president, we thought perhaps if we wended to 
the Sapolio exhibit we might find our comrades 
hovering about; but they were busy elsewhere, for 
we discovered them not. The Sapolio exhibit is 
one of the most interesting in the building, for 
there is the very little cockle-boat in which Captain 
Andrews crossed the Atlantic; and Captain An- 
drews is there to tell us about his oceanic advent- 
ures, and certainly the old ship Argos did not go 
upon a more romantic voyage. The waves of the 
sea are in miniature before us, and Sapolio shines 
in golden letters for every day of the week, Sundays 
and all. 

From the Manufacturers’ Building we went to 
Uncle Sam’s Building, and glanced at its numerous 
displays, especially the soldiers and the Arctic 
sceneries and the big guns, and then we passed to 
where the picture of Thomas Paine was shining on 
the wall and there took off our hats to the illustrious 
Freethinker, and that was the only picture before 
which we did this act of homaye, for in this picture 
there is for us the glory of the future as well as the 
memory of the past. Over the Wooded Island, with 
its gorgeous summer array, we take our path to the 
Woman’s Building, for of course it wouldn’t do, as 
this was the first visit of Remsburg to the Fair, 
that he should not look upon the Fairest of all, and 
so for an hour or so we did honor to that sex which 
theology declares has no soul and therefore will 
wear no crown in heaven. Well, it behooves woman 
‘to do the best she can on earth and let the New 
Jerusalem go by the board. We came in contact 
with our Secular friends, Mr. and Mrs. Freeman, 
Mrs. Foster, Mrs. Roberts, and several other ladies. 
I do not know whether women can keep a hotel or 
not, but we found it exceedingly difficult to get a 


lunch in the Woman’s Building, more so than in 
any other locality.. In the first place they only al- 
low four ata table. That’sa new kink, and just 
like a woman. We four and no more, although 
there might be half a dozen in the party and all 
could sit at the same table! Then again, when you 
go in you get a check, This check is taken from 
you at the table, and when you get your lunch you 
receive another check, and this allows an exit, and 
without this check you can’t “exit.” We waited 
half an hour for a lunch of tea and sandwiches—it 
was fifteen minutes before we could giv the order, 
but we couldn’t go out, no matter in how much 
hurry we might be, for we must hav lunch’ any- 
way in order to get our check. We were really im- 
prisoned and had to stay. That also must be a 
woman’s idea. I don’t think I shall go to that 
restaurant again, for really there is too much com- 
pulsion about it. I wonder if that is the way 
women will run politics. 

We spent the afternoon in the Midway Plaisance. 
This is always crowded, and the grandest part of 
the exhibits, which it costs nothing to see, are 
neglected, while the ten-cent shows flourish. But 
after all we go with the tide. It tires one to look 
too long at the beauties of art, at the wonders of 
human genius, and it is quite restful to go into 
this merry midway and take a look at sights that 
don’t strain the intellect. When you want to sit 
down all you hav to do is to pay ten cents or 
twenty-five cents and look upon the most outland- 
ish dance, hear the most curious music, hav your 
fortune told, etc. Certainly the philosopher can find 
a great deal to enjoy in this conglomeration of the 
world. The great Ferris wheel is now in full op- 
eration, and it is an experience not to be omitted 
to roll around that vast circuit and take a bird’s- 
eye view of the Exposition. The big wheel takes 
it slow and easy, and almost before one knows it 
he is lifted two hundred and sixty-four feet into air. 

We ramble torough the streets of Cairo and hav 
our pictures taken in Oriental costume and feel 
hat we are really Turks and Arabs in that non- 
descript scene. Remsburg with his twisted mus- 
tache and flowing beard makes an imperial-looking 
sheik, and Charlesworth has the air of a desert 
Bedouin. Temples and dancing-halls attract the 
little mules and the camels, which are slow-coaches 
indeed. This street is crowded all the time and 
everybody seems to be happy with the variety of 
sights. The Moorish palace; the Chinese theater, 
the Turkish café, the glass works, also add to the 
vivacity of our travels. 

Toward sunset we wander along the state build- 
ings—Colorado, Washington, Kansas. This is Mis- 
souri’s day and its building is ornamented with a 
thousand colored lights and the bands play and 
the people throng the esplanade. The Pennsyl- 
vania and New York buildings are also ablaze with 
electric jets. The Intramural railroad givs us a 
bewildering journey from Iowa’s Building to the 
Administration Building. We wind in and out 
amidst the flashing sceneries, and the vast darkness 
is like an illumined palace. The search-lights are 
out and penetrate the night for fifty miles away 
with their pyramids of flame. Multitudes are 
about the Administration Building; and the whole 
vast square, the fountains and waters, the statues 
and the white walls, are radiant with the incan- 
descent splendor. Our last look is at the Electrical 
Building, and this certainly in a concentrated 
manner givs one the glories of man’s genius. 

‘So we passed the day, crowded as no other day 
ever was crowded,I guess, with the signs of human 
progress. Our pioneer work, so often remote and 
laborious, and with apparently small results, finds 
here its most beautiful and manifold promis. I 
am glad that Remsburg happened round and that 
we could change off for a while, and, instead of the 
picket-line, see the rush and glory of actual triumph, 
and hav the world giv us its warmest, brightest, 
sweetest side, instead of the cold shoulder which it 
so often does. SaĮmurL P. Purnam. 


International Congress of Freethinkers. 


Since the publication of the outline of our official 
program the committee, as a result of further 
labor in extending and enlarging the same, has re- 
ceived several additions to the program and further 
adhesions to the Congress. In consequence 
thereof we hav been compelled to enlarge the same, 
making an imposing array of talent to be brought 
together upon this occasion, of which the like has 
never before been witnessed upon the continent of 
America. Delegates’ credentials and certificates are 
arriving from Europe, thereby assuring all friends 
of our cause of the cosmopolitan character of this 
Congress. The friends 01 freedom from miles dis- 
tant, across oceans and seas and continents, are 
sending in their respectiv adhesions to our Con- 


z 


gress. When such an interest as this is manifested 
in the great and approaching event by our brethren 
in far-off Eastern lands, how much should our own 
members be interested herein in proportion to 
them? From Spain, yea, Catholic Spain, come 
the most encouraging reports, a truly significant 
fact, of the zest, the zeal, the enthusiasm and 
earnestness with which the. gallant little band of 
Freethinkers, though striving against popular 
prejudices and overwhelming odds, adhere firmly 


‘to their principles and work together, sustaining 


each other in the heroic fight they are making for 
the sacred cause of human liberty. A compendium 
of these will be found immediately following the 
amended program given bere. 

OFFICIAL PROGRAM. 


THE CONGRESS MEETS AT 517 WEST MADISON STREET, 
CHICAGO, COMMENCING SUNDAY, OCTOBER ÍST, ENDING 
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 8TH. 


Sunday, October 1st.—Morning Session, 10 a.m. 


Presiding officer, Judge Waite. 
1. Pianoforte Selection by John J. I. Remsburg. 
2. Address of welcome by the Chairman. 
3 s s ss * Samuei P. Putnam. 
“ Robert C. Adams. 
; (in German) by Jens L. Chris- 
tensen, president German Turn-Verein. 

6. Appointment of committees, 

Afternoon Session, 3 P.M. 
Presiding officer, Capt. R. C. Adams. 

1. Selection by the Edelweiss Zither Club. 

2. Address (in German) by Hermann Boppe, editor 
Milwaukee Freidenker, ‘‘Die Moral der Republican- 
ischen Weltanschauing.” ; 

3.. Selection by German Turner Singing Society. 

Pe Address by T. B. Wakeman, “Christianity and 
fter.” 

5. Address (in German) by Jens L. Christensen, ‘‘ The 
Cross and the Crown.” . 

Evening Session, 7 P.M. 
Presiding officer, Samuel P. Putnam. 

1. Selection by the Edelweiss Zither Club. 

2. Address by John E. Remsburg, ‘‘ Jesus Christ.” 

8. Address by L. K. Washburn. 

4. Selection by German Turner Singing Society. 

5. Address by John R. Charlesworth, ‘‘ Freethought— 
What It Implies, Its Power and Results.” 

6. Address by Charles Watts. 

Monday, October 2d.—Morning Session, 10 a.m. 

Presiding officer, Judge Waite. 

. Reports of committees—standing or special. 

. Secretary’s report of progress. 

. Reception of foreign delegates. 

. Pianoforte Selection by John J. I. Remsburg. 

. Address by Harry Hoover. 

Afternoon Session, 3 p.m. 

Presiding officer, Judge Waite. 

1, Pianoforte Selection by John J. I. Remsburg. 

2, Address by W. S. Bell, ‘‘The Conflict Between 
Christianity and Civilization.” 

8. Address by J. H. Burnham, ‘‘The Love and Wor- 
ship of the Christian’s God.” 

4, Address by J. D. Shaw. i 

No Evening Session. 
Tuesday, October 3d—Morning Session, 10 a.m. 
Presiding officar, Samuel P. Putnam. 

1. Reports of c mmittees, standing or special. 

2. Reports of officers of the Freethought Federation of 
America. 

3. Nomination and election of officers. 

4, Address by president-elect. 

Afternoon Session—3 p.m. 
Presiding officer, Samuel P. Putnam. 

1. Secretary’s report of progress, 

2. Pianoforte selection by John J. I. Remsburg. 

3 Address by Franklin Steiner, ‘‘The Church and 
Freethought.” 

4, Discussion of ways and means to promote the inter- 
ests of the cause. Introductory paper by Thaddeus B. 
Wakeman. 
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Evening Session, 7 P.M. 
Presiding officer, Capt. Robert C. Adams. 

. Selection by the Edelweiss Zither Club. ; 
. Address (in Bohemian) by Frank B. Ydrubek. 
. Selection by Bohemian Orchestra. aa 
. Address (in English) by J. J. Kral. 
Me Address by Samuel P. Putnam, ‘‘The Rights of 

sn.” 

6. Selection by Bohemian Orchestra. 

7. Address by E. A. Stevens, ‘‘The Real and Lasting 
Religion of Man.” 
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WOMAN’S DAY. 
Wednesday, October: 4th— Morning Session, 10 a,m. 

1. Address by presiding officer. 

2. Pianoforte selection by a Friend. 

3. Address by Lillie D. White, ‘‘The Coming 
Woman.” 

4. Address by Mattie P. Krekel, ‘‘ Individuality as a 
Factor in the Progress of Humanity.” 

5. Address by Sarah E. Ames. 

Afternoon Session, 3 P.M. 

1. Address by presiding officer. 

2. Pianoforte selection by a Friend. 

3. Address by Katie Kehm Smith, “The Necessity for 
Aggressivness on the Part of Liberals.” 

4, Discussion on ‘‘Woman’s Relation to Advanced 
Thought.” Introductory paper by Dr. Juliet H. Sever- 
ance. 

Evening Session, 7 P.M. 

1. Pianoforte selection by a Friend. 

2. Address by Voltairine de Cleyre, ‘‘ Mary Wolstone- 
craft, the Apostle of Woman's Freedom.” 

3. Address by Mrs. M. A. Freeman, ‘‘ Woman’s Day.” 

4, Selection by the Edelweiss Zither Club. 


THE TRUTH SEEKERWSEPTEMBER 9, 1898. 


BAX 


5. Address bv Susan H. Wixon, ‘‘ Progress of Woman 
for Four Centuries.” 

6. Selection by the Edelweiss Zither Club. 

7, Address by Addie L. Ballou, of San Francisco. 


Thursday, October 5th.—Morning Session, 10 A.M. 
Presiding officer, Judge C. B. Waite. 
1, Reports of committees—standing or special. 
2. Reports of officers of American Secular Union.. 
3. Nomination and election of officers. 
4 Address by the president-elect, 
5. Address by Dr. ©. W. Mak, “Freethought and 
Phrenology.” 
l Afternoon Session, 3 P.M. 
_ Presiding officer, Capt. Robt. C. Adams, 
. Pianoforte selection by John J. I. Remsburg. 
. Address by Judge C. B. Waite. 
. Address by Dr. J. L. York, ‘‘ The New Faith.” 
. Address by J. D, Shaw. 


Evening Session, 7 p.m. 
_ Presiding officer, Judge O. B. Waite. 
. Pianoforte selection by John J. I. Remsburg. 
. Address by Dr. Pau! Carus. - 
. Address (in English) by Isaac A. Hourwich, of Rus- 


. Address (in Polish) by Madam Josephine Kodis 
(graduate from the University of Zurich). 

5. Pianof rte selection bv John J. I. Remsburg. 

6. Address by Capt. Robert C. Adams. 

7. Address by Clarence 8. Darrow. 
f Friday, October 6th. 

Delegates will assemble at the ball at 10 a.u., and pro- 
ceed from there to the World’s Fair in a body. 


Saturday, October 7th. 
Delegates will meet by appointment, and will be shown 
the various places of interest in and aroun’ the city of 
Chicago. Grand banquet commencing at 7:30 P.M. 


Sunday, October 8th. 
There will be sessions daring the day, at which ad- 
dresses will be delivered upon various Freethought topics 
by all the lecturers in turn. 


This Congress has now reached such proportions 
that it will of a surety eclipse anything of its kind. 
Our friends will observe that on Sunday afternoon, 
October 1st, the session will be given to our Ger- 
man brethren; on Tuesday evening the Bohemian 
Freethinkers will be present, and the evening given 
to them. Wednesday is “ Woman's Day,” and on 
Thursday evening the Polish and Russian friends 
of our cause will also celebrate with us. Thirty- 

“three speakers are now upon our program. The 
speeches will be interspersed with fine music and 
singing. John J. I. Remsburg, a son of our gifted 
co-worker, will officiate at the pianoforte, and will 
render selections of his own composition. 

The following credentiuls and adhesions hav been 
received from Spain: 


To rue Q. or tae Q. A. or THE U, L. Y. F.: 

The venerable and dig. officers and other workers of 
Aurora Lodge No. 316 of the Order of Madrid, working 
aed the authority of the meset Ser. Nat. Gr. Order of 

pain, 

To the Committee on Organization of the Universal 
Hongi of Freethinkers, Chicago: 

eeting. S. F. U. 

We hav the honor of informing you that, for the pur- 
pose of being represented in your body, we hay del- 
egated, at a meeting held on the 9th inst., Adolfo Maglia 
y Galbis, who, should he be prevented by any unexpected 
or unforeseen causes from attending in person, is hereby 
empowered to issue a proxy to one of his choice. And to 
the end that you may recognize and identify him as such, 
or his proxy, we do issue this to said Universal Congress 
of Freethinkers. 

Executed in Lodge this 10th day of January, 1893. 

(Signed) SB. B. Serrano, First Vig. 

SeBastran Lorez, Ven. Mast. 
M. AFIerRRO Corcosgosas, Sec. Vig. 
Casaz Q. CoLOLURRO, Secretary. 


We, the Ven. Wor. Off’s, and other Wor. of the La 
Acacia Lodge No. 9, under the auspices of the order, 

reeting: 

To the Committee on Organization of the Universal 
Congress of Freethinkers, Chicago: 

At a meeting held Jan. 21, 1893, it was resolved to 
pledge devotion to the U. C. of F. and send Delegate 

Adolfo de Maglia y Galbis, 
and that he was delegated with power to appo. proxy, in 
event of not being able to attend. We congratulate you 
on the meeting of your Universal Congress, and earnestly 
hope you will compass the ends you hav in view, and 
urge all to work unceasingly. 

By order of Lodge, 

WALLES DE MADRI, Jan’y 21st, 1893. 
FLORENTINO RODRIGUES, Sec’y. 
GonzaLo DE Corpova, First Vig. 

Approved—Franoo Ponza CostTELLoTE, Ven. Mast. 

A. L. G. D. Œ. A. D. U.: 

The Aug. Ben Can. Acacia Lodge, No. 25 of the Or. 
of Valencia, regularly constituted under the authority 
of the most Serene, Gr. Or. of Spain. 

Greeting. 8, F. U. 

To the Committee on Organization of the Universal 
Congress of Freethought, Chicago: 

This august Lodge, in regular session on the first inst., 
duly empowered as its representativ to your Congress 

Adolfo de Maglia y Galbis, 

by unanimous vote, and was ceded the requisit authority 
to deputize, should he for any reason be unable to attend 
in person, another faithful and capable person, by proxy, 
to act in his stead at your forthcoming convention. 

‘Therefore, to the end that this instrument may serve 
you torecognize and ideutify our delegate, or his proxy, 
we hav signed and sealed it, using the Lodge seal, this 
fourth day of May, 1893. zu AE 

(Signed—Signature in Rubric) 

a Ven. Mast, 
Lovis Campo MALVEANDO, Sec. 
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A. L. G. D. GAD. U.: 

The ‘‘ Faro de la Humanidad,” No. 40, of the Order of 
Grao of Valencia, regularly constituted by authority, 
the Serene Grand Iberian Order: 

Greeting. . S. F. U. i 

To the Committee on Organization of the Universal 
Congress of Freethinkers of Chicago: 

And we hav the honor of informing you that at a regu- 
lar session held on the 12th inst, this Lodge by unani- 
mous vote selected as its delegate to your forthcoming 


Congress 

Prof. Adolfo de Maglia y Galbis, 
and that he was duly anthorized to empower such person 
of his choice and confidence to act as his proxy, should 
he find any reason so to do. 

And in order that he, or his proxy, may be properly 
identified, we hav caused to be issued to him this certifi- 
cate, to be presented to your Congress. 

Executed in Lodge this 15th day of March. 1893. 

Camizo Miravet, Ven. Mast. Jose Perez, Sec. 

Escuela Laicas, Madrid: 

To the Committee on Organization of the Universal 
Congress of Freethinkers of Chicago: 

Gentlemen: Having had the honor of presiding over 
this Secular School for more than seven years, I wish to 
express my profonnd interest in your Congress, and ex- 
tend to yon my sincere wishes for its success. T hav the 
honor of now naming as our representativ in your body, 
with full powers to act as such, for us, 

Adolfo de Maglia y Galbis, 
distinguished for his numerous self-sacrificing acts and 
deeds in the interests of Progress and the welfare of hu- 
manity. And in the event of his inability, from any 
cause whatever, to act personally for us, then and in such 
event to appear by proxy. Receive, gentlemen, one and 
all, the profound acknowledgments of our fraternal 
regards. Signed, Jan. 27, 1893. a 

Jose Montero, Principal and Director. 

A. L. G&G. D. G. A. P. U.s 

We, Ven. and Wor. Offrs. and other Wor. of the R. L. 
La Razon, No. 142, under the auspices of the Gr. Or. of 
Spain, 

Greeting. 

To the Com. Organization of the Universal Congress of 

Freethinkers of Chicago: 
Greeting. . U. 

At a general session of this Lodge, on the 18th inst., 
the following order, verbatim et literata, appears on the 
records of the same: 

“Bro. Rosendo Costellos proposed that the Lodge 
send a representativ in its name and by its authority to 
attend the Congress of Freethinkers to take place in 
Chicago. Which motion was put and carried unani- 
mously; and thereupon, Bro. Adolfo de Maglia y Galbis 
was, npon motion, duly delegated, and empowered to be 
represented by proxv should any unforeseen cause pre- 
vent his personal attendance at Chicago. 

“It was further resolved, that a transcript of the 
minutes on this matter be forwarded, should it be deemed 
necessary or advisable.” _ 

And in order that his rights as such delegate may be 
fully established and recognized in such Congress, we 
issue this certificate .oa our Lodge paper, using the 
Lodge Seals for the purpose at Madrid, Spain, this 19th 
day of January, 18938. Vincents Poro, Sec. G. T. 8. 

Tomas Isturtz, Ven. Mast. 

AL. G. D, Q. A. D. Ue 

The Captain Severidad Lodge, No. 102, regularly con- 
stituted in the Grand Iberian Order. 

ORIENTE DE VALLENOILA, May 1, 1898. 
Greeting—S. F. U., 

Gentlemen: At the last session of this lodge it was 
unanimously resolved to commission a delegate to repre- 
sent this lodge in your Congress to participate in its im- 
portant proceedings. - 

Brother Adolfo de Maglia y Galbis was duly chosen; 
and Severity Lodge congratulates your Congress, and 
expresses the hope that it may accomplish the object 
sought and promote the welfare of humanity. 

Accept our most profound consideration in the cause, 

By order of the lodge. 

Riosarp I. Ipaner, Ven. Mast. 
ALEJANDRO Fuara, Sec. G. S. S. 

A. L. G. D. G. A. D. U.: 

Valencia Lodge, No. 119, working under the aus- 
pices of the Serene Gr. Spanish Order, in Los Valles, 
Valentinos, 

Greeting. S. F. U. 

To the Committee on Organization of the Universal 
Congress of Freethinkers, Chicago: 

Ata general session of this Lodge, held on the 15th 
inst., it was unanimously resolved to deputize as its 
representativ at your Congress 

Adolfo de Mag'ia y Galbis, 
and conferred on him all necessary power to appoint 
proxy in his place, stead, avd name, if, for any cause, he 
should be unable to reach your city or attend thereat; 

And, that he may be properly credentialed to you, 
for himself or proxy, we hav used our Lodge 
paper, and attest same with the seal of our Lodge, in 
Valencia, Spain, this 30th day of March, 1893. 

Jost Caupo, Victor Hugo, Gr. 8. 

Homer Cavpo, Ven. Mast. 

To the Committee on Organization of the Universal 
Congress of Freethinkers, of Ohicago, 

Gentlemen: As the head of this Valentian lay school, I 
hav the honor of naming 

Adolfo de Maglia y Galbis, 
an indefatigable worker in the cause of human progress, 
as our representativ in your body. He will bear to you 
our unswerving fealty for your Congress. 

Receive, gentlemen of the Congress, our heartfelt 
wishes for your success. 0. Curvtosio, Mireable. 


Freethinkers, with these letters of congratulation 
coming as they do from such a distance, exhibiting 
a great interest in our proceedings, I would say to 
you, manifest your own enthusiasm, try to be pres- 
ent upon this auspicious occasion. Come and bring 
your friends. Let the city of Chicago be crowded 
with Freethinkers in October next. The eyes of 
the people may then be opened as to our real 
strength, and the cause be benefited throughout 


all nations. Two things I would urge upon all— 
send a subscription and be sure to attend the Con- 
gress. Joun R. CHARLESWORTH, 
Sec. of Committee of Arrangements. 
17 South Curtis street, Chicago. 


So ee 
The Eastern Dances. . 

An allusion to the Chicago Fair and the “ naughty 
Midway Plaisance” in your valuable Trura SEEKER 
of August 19th—-being given me by Mr. Weeks— 
induces me to send you the following for your 
next. 

The subject of the dance, mixed up and distorted 
by the general press sufficiently to extract some 
« truth,” has just come up from Chicago and the 
proscribed spot specially. I was sorry to see the 
Oriental dance on exhivition, but considered the 
best policy would be not to advertise it by condemn- 
ing it. 

I had satirized not it, but the class of audience 
it attracted in India, Algiers, and Egypt in many 
journals. 

In a pamphlet entitled, “Irish Stew—Made in 
Algiers and Geneva,” I gave a couple of pages 
stating undeniable facts about “la dance du 
ventre.” 

First, it is not especially Mohammedan. 

The Mohammedan men and women don’t dance. 
“La Belle Fatima” is an assumed name for the 
queen of dancing-girls all over the East, and they 
are considered disreputable. 

I speak of the populace of the Hast, for la 
dance du ventre is never witnessed by the great 
chiefs except once in a while when they hav Eu- 
ropeans or Americans to entertain. Then the 
dancing-girls are paid for the performance given in 
private palaces, and no grossness nor indecency is. 
witnessed, no girl falls on the platform exhausted. 
In Indi: and Algiers and Egypt the girls are mod- 
erately clothed (so were all the girls I saw at the 
Chicago Fair); butif the theatrical managers at the 
Plaisance saw fit to strip arms, bosoms, and legs of 
his girls he was quite within his right, and only 
following la mode of the highest aristocratic society 
under England’s imperial rule. Both in Egypt and 
India and at Queen Victoria’s court it is law—bare 
neck and arms—and under republican American 
permission I hav seen the same charming exposé 
of natural beauties. Wicked Paris covers them 
with lace. I write now of private people of high- 
class standing, not poor dancing-girls, paid so 
much an hour. 

Morality is a relativ term. Marriage with one 
wife is moral with the Western. He has, by social 
law, as many illegal ones as he can pay. Only, 
unlike the wives of the East, he does not feed and 
clothe them. They are under our civilization out- 
caste, prostitutes, recognized by no church nor 
society. 

Those do not exist atall all over the East. 

In Thibet the women marry several husbands, 
and sneer at the monotonous homes we enjoy with 
one man. So on, I could write fifty pages of 
comparisons. I will, if you giv me space in your 
admirable paper. I will giv you illustrations of 
Algerian life that will please your readers, and tell 
you of the happy condition of the women there under 
Mohammedan rule, both socially and financially 
superior to our boasted Western civilization. 

If the supersensitiv visitors to the ‘Midway 
Plaisance ” could only know what a boom they are 
giving the new Mohammedan movement in New 
York, they would prefer to take a little Chinese 
opium and sleep than wake up the senge of justice 
stirring in the hearts of those who hav personally 
known the woman’s real life in the real Oriental 
harems, and her comparativly divinely protected 
one as a public dancer or prostitute to gross 
Europeans or Americans. 

I joy in the proprietor of the Persian Theater, 
who will not allow his exhibit to be shut up, nor his 
girls cast upon the gross, immoral, and drunken 
city of Chicago. There is no Christ to save these 
now, on earth, and the church raised in his name 
damns them to hell, here and hereafter. 

Yours for woman’s rights to equality with men, 
New York, N. Y. SARAH Parker. 
—_— to 
Random Notes. 

It seems by the old story that Sampson kept his 
strength until he told the truth, then God punished 
him by reducing him to an ordinary man and allow- 
ing the Philistines to exercise the function of burn- 
ing out his eyes. Perhaps he had better hav stuck 
to the lie as David did. 

If your enemy smite you on one cheek and you 
turn the other you hav disgraced your manhood, 
and the dignity of your descendants will be propor- 
tionately disgraced. The man who teaches you such 
a religion would be foremost in the crowd who ° 
would kick you for being an ass. 
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Letters of Rriends. 


On With a Liberal University. - 
West SUPERIOR, Wis., Aug. 6, 1893. 

Mr, Eprror: I here send you clippings 
from newspapers showing you what kind 
of Catholic priests we havin this part of 
the country. 

I see in Tue TRUTH SEEKER s party had 
proposed a Liberal University, and to call 
it the Ingersoll University. I think that 
it is a very good proposition, and I am 
willing to donate money to that enterprise, 
and also to send one of my boys to that 
school. j 

Those parties who are so fortunate as to 
possess Liberal training, pecuniary means, 
and energy should push the matter at 
once. Respectfully, Norse VIKING. 


Going to the Congress. 
MoCounz, Kan., Aug. 20, 1893. 

Mr, Eprror: Please find inclosed $7. 
Three dollars is for Toe TRUTH SEEKER for 
1894 in advance, the good old paper that I 
hav read for over twenty years, and the 
Truth Seeker Library, as advertised. I 
will need the ‘‘ Pen Pictures,” by Putnam, 
as I am going to Chicago to attend the 
Liberal Congress. The day it opens, 
October 1st, I will be seventy years old. 
And for the other $4, send me two of 
Wettstein’s small gold badge-pins. I see 
them advertised at $2 each. I would like 
to hav them soon, so my wife and I will 
.hav them to wear to the Freethought Con- 
gress. Please let us know the number of 
building where it will be held, so we will 
hav no bother in finding the place. 

Yours for eternal justice, 
M, S. Gown. 


On to the Congress. 
MruwavgtE, Wis., Aug. 27, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: I was pleased to read in 
Toe Trure SEEKER of August 26th that 
the arrangement for the coming Free- 
thought convention in Chicago, with the 
program for the exercises of each session, 
was so well perfected. It seems to me 
there cannot be a more fitting time for 
such a convention, for so many can come 
and attend the meeting and the World’s 
Fair at the same time. 

I like the name ‘‘ Freethought,” and it 
ought to commend itself to all shades of 
Freethinkers, and not be confined to any 
one school of thought. I hope it will 
arouse to renewed action many of the 
Liberals all over the country that are in 
a state of inaction and indifference. For 
this is a time for revolution ‚as well as 
evolution of ideas. Therefore, I hope the 
meeting will be a success. And certainly 
some of the leading workers in the move- 
ment deserve all the encouragement they 
can get. They hav a fine array of talent 

‘of lady speakers as well as gentleman. 
Let the East and the West and the North 
and the South come together for the pur- 

-pose of agitating Freethought principles 
all over the land, and let us.shout liberty, 
liberty, and freedom for all. 

Pror. A, B. Szveranon, 
. 


The Character of Christ. 


Oscrona, Ia., Aug. 8, 1893. 

Mr. Eprrog: Find inclosed fifty cents 
for two copies of ‘‘ Religion a Curse,” ete. 
J. E. Remsburg delivered two lectures 
here in this town on the 24th and 25th, 
On the evening of the 25th he lectured on 
«The False Claims of the Church,” and a 
good per cent of the hearers were Chris- 
tians, and among them one preacher, 
Cross. At the close privilege was given to 
anyone who wished to ask questions, and 
the Rey. Mr. Cross got up, heated to a 
white heat, claiming that the lecturer had 
said hard things about Jesus Christ, and 
that Christ’s good name had been assailed, 
and that it was his (Cross’s) duty to defend 
- that spotless name. He said that he and 
the good people of Osceola wanted some- 
thing in the way of proof, and that Rems- 
burg should point out at least one im- 
moral saying or deed against Christ. And 
the Christians cheered long and loud; and 
when he got through Mr. Remsburg com- 
menced to reply by saying that for the 
historical Christ he had all respect; that 
the Christ he was speaking of was the 
theological Jesus Christ, and for that man, 


if he ever did hav an existence, he had not 
the least bit of respect, and then proceeded 
to point out what he was challenged to do. 
And just then I noticed that the hall had 
commenced to leak Christians just as a 
sieve would water. But the reverend 
stood the fire until the crowd was dis- 
missed. Then he came forward and gave 
his hand to J. E. Remsburg and the sur- 
rounding friends, stating that he loved the 
truth, and if he was in error he wished to 
know it, and that he would examin Rems- 
burg’s evidence; and if he does we will 
nail Taz TRUTH SEEKER to the cross, not 
to crucify, but to glorify. 
Yours for eternal Liberty and Truth, 
R. JONES. 


We Suspect Irony Here. 
Lesum, Miom., Aug. 15, 1893. 

DEAR PROFESSOR ESTERBROOK : I hav 
just read in the papers with a sad and 
heavy heart that you and others that con- 
ducted the trial at Eaton Rapids against 
our dear, beloved pastor, C. M. Arthur, 
hav found him guilty of lying and misrep- 
resentation, and that you won’t giy him a 
permit to preach any more. I hav been 
praying every day to our blessed Jesus 
that you would change your minds and re- 
instate him as one of God’s servants. No 
man in Michigan has ever been lied about 
and persecuted as he has been. He was 
tormented, harassed, and lied about at 
Nashville by the scientists and Infidels of 
that town until he had to leave, and just 
because hestood up boldly and denounced 
sin wherever he found it. Then he came 
here to Leslie, and was soon moved by the 
Holy Spirit to tell the G. A. R. what he 
thought of them. He said that the G. A. 
R. and W. R. C. were the two worst so- 
cieties outside of hell, and that is true and 
no lie. And Mrs. Bingo, bless her heart, 
says they are drawing off all our members 
and she don’t see how they can go to their 
meetings and spend all their money instead 
of using it to support the gospel and pay 
the preacher, and I don’t either. Of course 
he broke up the Congregational church 
here, but for heaven’s sake let him preach. 
He is doing good and his friends all like 
him. Then think, professor, how hard and 
cruel it would be to throw him out of em- 
ployment, out of his chosen profession. He 
has never been used to work, and it might 
make a bad manof him. That story about 
him having two wives I don’t believe, and 
neither does Mrs. Bingo, and no one can 
say he has gone contrary to the sacred 
scriptures. Think of Solomon and King 
David, and think of yourself placed in the 
same circumstances. Then, forthe love of 
Jesus, restore him, and God will bless you, 
is my prayer. 

Mrs. PENELOPE PETTIBONE. 


Humane Sentiments. 
CHADRON, NEB., June 17, 1893. 

Mr. Epor: Our meeting and resolu- 
tions hav been kept out of the Associated 
Press reports. If you can spare the space, 
will you kindly notice our meeting and 
resolutions, to show that there is some 
humane sentiment here? Yours truly, 

Mary Suita HAYWARD. 
f THE PROTEST MEETING, 

Handbills scattered over town Monday 
announced & meeting to be held that night 
at the Congregational church for the pur- 
pose of protesting against the cowboy 
race to Chicago. In response the church 
was filled. Mrs. Mary Hayward was 
chairman and Rev. John Power secretary. 

Speeches were made by Professor Fer- 

son, Rev. John Power, Mrs. Jennie 

heldon, Mrs, Hayward, A. G. Fisher, 
Fred Houghtun, Judge Ricker, and 
others. There was considerable diverg- 
ence of opinion as to the best way of get- 
ting an expression of sentiment. Finally 
a committee consisting of Mrs. McFadon, 
F. L. Ferguson, J. S. Romine, and A. E. 
Sheldon was appointed to draft resolu- 
tions. Each member of the committee 
prepared resolutions, and after a pro- 
longed debate lasting until after 11 o’clock, 
the following were adopted as the sense of 
the meeting: 

Resolved, That we, citizens of Cha- 
dron, Neb., assembled in mass meetin 
this Monday evening, June 12, 1893, ex- 
press our sentiment of opposition to the 
cruel treatment of animals under all cir- 
cumstances, and our hearty appreciation 
of the widespread desire to prevent the 
infliction of cruelty upon the horses to be 
used in the cowboy race which starts from 
this city for Chicago to-morrow afternoon, 

Resolved, That we are in perfect accord 
with the officers of the Humane Society in 


the endeavor to prevent the infliction of | end will 


cruelty upon the horses and will readily 
cooperate in punishing the offenders. 

Realizing that we are powerless to pre- 
vent the race, we affirm, that because our 
city, has been chosen. as a favorable 
starting-point, there is no reason why 
any elsewhere should judge that this re- 
gion is the home of the brutal, lawless, 
and desperado class. 


Fallen in Loye with a Book. 


Corry, Pa., Aug. 20, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: About three years since I 
read an article in the Newcastle Chronicle, 
a fearless and one of the most popular 
journals in England, referring to the value 
and importance to heterodox thinkers ofa 
work entitled, ‘‘The Martyrdom of Man,” 
by Winwood Reade, a nephew, I believe, 
of the great novelist. The terms in which 
the correspondent spoke of the work in- 
spired me with a strong desire to procure 
a copy, and in a little time the treasure— 
for such I esteem it—was in my possession. 
It came from the TRUTH SEEKER office, and 
for it I paid $1.75. And when I examined 
the contents, the quality of the print, pa- 
per, and binding, I concluded that it was 
the cheapest piece of literature I had ever 
bought, and I ama bookworm. The ex- 
cellence of the matter surpassed my expec- 
tations. The author, who died young, in 
the firm conviction of the principles which 
he fearlessly presented, must hav been 
an accomplished scholar and a gentleman 
in the highest sense of the term. His ob- 
ject was to present truth, which deeply 
impresses the mind of the reader. In the 
entire work there is not to be found a sin- 
gle line of sarcasm. The author expresses 
himself in serious, religious earnestness, 
and the reader lays down the volume with 
a calm, satisfied, yet strongly established 
conviction of the truths evolved by the 
highly gifted, fearless writer. Among my 
books the ‘‘ Martyrdom of.Man” is my 
favorit. I hav it so placed that I can put 
my hand on it if only to read a few pages, 
and it has been well perused, but never 
fails to interest me, I noticed in Tum 
TRUTH SEEKER, some time since, that the 
price was reduced to $1. At that low 
price, if the value of the work was known, 
the ‘‘ Martyrdom of Man” should com- 
mand a large sale among the intellectual 
lovers of Freethought. 

I am an entire stranger to you, and my 
only desire is that I may be instrumental 
in introducing the rich feast of reason 
which I hav myself enjoyed to all lovers of 
truth, OWEN JONES. 


Tn God We Trust.’ 
WATERTOWN, PA., Aug. 24, 1893. 

Mr, Eprror: I should like to hav a little 
talk with H. J. Avery, Newark, N. J., 
about his ‘‘To Grover Cleveland, presi- 
dent of the United States,” printed in Tax 
TRUTH SEEKER, August 19th, and concern- 
ing in particular ‘‘In God We Trust.” 
Now, I do not believe Grover Cleveland or 
any president of the United States had 
anything to do with that. James Pollock, 
who was born and is buried at Milton, 
Pa., just four miles from where I am 
writing this, suggested ‘‘In God We 
Trust” for the national currency after he 
was appointed director of the Philadelphia 
mint by President Lincoln in 1861. 

James Pollock held ‘‘fat” offices, from 
president of the Northumberland county 
courts to that of Congressman and gov- 
erncr of his nativ state in 1855. He was a 
Presbyterian, and much inclined to office. 
Had Mr. Avery been born and raised up 
this way he would not blame the author 
of “In God We Trust,” for the no-hell 
and all-hell Presbyterians, the Lutheran 
hypocrisy, the water-splashing Baptists, 
and the come-to-Jesus Methodists rule the 
roost up here. 

Still, since the late Mr. Pollock was a 
graduate and in later years president of 
the board of trustees of the College of 
New Jersey at Princeton it may be that 
the New Jerseyites are guilty of neglect in 
turning him from the legend ‘‘In God 
We Trust.” 

I read in a newspaper an item some years 
ago—but cannot recall names or dates— 
which went on to prove that some good 
old farmer from a Southern state sug- 
gested the idea to Mr. Pollock originally, 
but as Mr. Pollock had more fame and 
religion than the old farmer, the leg- 


go down to history wrongfully 
credited. - 

Again, Mr. Avery would not attempt to 
harm a dead man who in life was too mod- 
est to refuse a ‘‘fat” office every time it 
was offered to him. ‘‘In God We Trust” 
would not be much of a campaign arg - 
ment in some localities, but it does the 
business in this community. 

However, the next time I go to the 
Milton cemetery (unless I am boxed up 
©. O. D.), I shall see to it ‘that ‘‘In God 
We Trust”? has been carved on the ex- 
governor’s headstone. It is of just as 
much use there as on the dollar, and since 
seven-sevenths of the people of the United 
States by their actions prove that the 
almighty dollar is the ruler of the universe 
probably the late respected Mr. Pollock 
was not so much in error after all in his 
selection of the legend: A man has just 
as many gods as he has “In God We 
Trusts” in his pccket. J. Warp Dian. 


Land Offered the Ingersoll University. 
OAKLAND, NEB., Aug. 13, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find fifty cents 
for ‘‘Pen Pictures of the World’s Fair” 
and ‘‘ Religion a Curse, Religion a Dis- 
ease, Religion a Lie.” I want one of Mr. 
Putnam’s ‘‘ Four Hundred Years of Free- 
thought,” but I cannot spare the money 
now. 

I get more and more interested in read- 
ing Tam TRUTH Seeker. I used to read 
some bosh of a different character and 
thought it was all right because I was 
brought up that way from childhood and I 
used to be a good boy. But now, when I 
cannot swallow the old stuff any more, and 
worse yet, I cannot keep quiet but say 
what I think, I am the worst creature 
that nature produced in this orthodox 
community. . 

V. Marcia Goff’s proposition of building 
an Ingersoll University is to my notion a 
very good plan and ought to be taken hold 
of with energy and carried out. 

I am a poor man and hav to work to sup- 
port my family, but I hava farm of one 
hundred acres in southwestern Minnesota, 
three miles from a very prospering little 
town of twelve or thirteen hundred people, 
and I will givten acres of ground to build 
such an institution on, free of incum- 
brance. The land is;worth $30 per acre. 

Let us hear more about the Ingersoll 
University. ELLING STRAND. 


A Christian Who Likes The Truth Seeker. 
San PEDRO, Cau., Aug. 12, 1898. 

Mr. Eprror: Regarding Tam TRUTH 
SEEKER, several copies hav been presented 
to me by Mr. Daffie, of this city. I con- 
sider the paper a valuable one and hav 
been much interested while perusing it 
during my leisure time. For twenty years 
J hav been a shifting member of the ortho- 
dox churches. Regarding Sunday as the 
Sabbath, I no longer recognize that day 
as a day of worship and rest. I fail to find 
between the two lids of the Bible that God 
commanded Sunday to be kept as a day of 
rest and worship. God never commanded 
the people to keep that day as the Sabbath. 
Christ nor the Apostles never recognized 
Sunday as the Sabbath but kept the 
seventh day—the Sabbath of the Lord thy 
God. Why, I find that I hav been}follow- 
ing a delusion and that Saturday is the 
Sabbath. Sunday is only a day of heathen 
origin. According to the Bibie the 
Seventh Day Adventists are right in keep- 
ing Saturday as the Sabbath. They prove 
their day and the orthodox churches can 
not prove their day as the Sabbath, By 
whom was the Sabbath changed, my good 
readers? Why, by Constantine. Now 
the orthodox people bow down to the 
Catholic church. For one I am glad to 
seek for the truth and to obtain knowl- 
edge. Generally speaking, the orthodox 
people seem to be horrified when they see 
Tus TRUTH SEEKER read. Perhaps if they 
would be a little more Liberal and throw 
aside prejudice and read up both sides 
they would become more enlightened. I 
would advise no one to read THe TRUTH 
SEEKER if they thought it would ruin 
them or make them backsliders. Con- 
cerning myself, I am aware I can read 
the paper without interfering with my re- 
ligious belief; hence it is my privilege to 
read both sides of this great question. I 
want all the light possible and to know the 
truth and the facts and break loose from 
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delusions. I believe in God. He says we 
are made after his own image, I want to 
gain a home in this eternal world and be 
with him, This earth is only a preparatory 
place for the next existence. Let every 


person be guided by God and his word: 


and not man’s. N. A. Stevens, 


Death of a Man Who Will Ever Liv in 
Memory of His Good Acts. 


Sr. Jouns, Inu., Aug. 18, 1898. 

_ Mr. Eprror: Itis my sad duty to state 
the sorrowful news to the many readers of 
your much-esteemed journal of the death 
of our valued friend and brother, Thomas 
Goddard, who subscribed for the grand 
old TRUTH SEEKFR a short time after its 
first issue, nineteen years ago, at Parris, 
Til. Our worthy brother’ had been a con- 
stant subscriber and reader ever since. 
Our Liberal friend was born at Holmes- 
bury, near Huddersfield, Yorkshire, Eng- 
‘land, Dec. 26, 1826; died at Du Quoin, 
Ill., Aug. 7, 1898, aged sixty-six years 
eight months. For nineteen years I hav 
closely associated with Brother Goddard, 
and a more true, moral, and genial man I 
hav never known during my life of over 
sixty years. I hav learned through inter- 
course with my departed friend that he 
has had the good fortune to hav never 
been contaminated much by religion. He 
was a pronounced Materialist, had the true 
moral courage of his convictions, and 
never swerved to right or left in the face 
of an opponent. He had such control of 
his passions that he seldom offended his 
friends and neighbors who differed with 
his views on religious matters, but in- 
variably when expressing their opinions 
in regard to him said he was a good man. 
In regard to his loyal principles to Liber- 


alism, the readers of Tax TRUTH SEEKER 


cannot help remembering his many dona- 
tions made for the purpose to help in the 
battle against the blighting influénces of 
the teachings of Christianity, or any other 
doctrin the tendency of which impeded 
the progress of universal mental liberty 
for man, woman, and child. Broth- 
ers Hacker, Cook, Casey, Harmon, Aunt 
Elmina, and a host of other Liberals will 
remember his generous little gifts; also 
will many in this vicinity now cherish 
more than ever in their memory the gift 
of some Liberal book he has given them in 
the past few years. In conclusion, I will 
say Brother Goddard was a lover of the 
beautiful and true in art and nature. The 
aphorism of the immortal Thomas Paine 


may well be applied to our deceased. 


friend, with a slight change in phraseology, 
viz., ‘The world was his country, to do 
good his highest conception of duty to his 
fellow- beings.” The world is made bet- 
ter by such characters as his having lived 
in it. So far as we know, he died an un- 
believer in religious superstition—showed 
no signs of being haunted by fear of the 
consequences of death. His wishin re- 
gard to his funeral was carried out, which 
‘was simply to hav no clergyman to speak 
over his remains, only some suitable se- 
lections read by some friend. Conse- 
quently, by request of his son and other 
Liberals, I selected Form I, page 65, of 
“ Truth Seeker Collection,” which I read 
at the house. At the grave I read Form 
If, page 71. A large concourse of people 
attended his funeral. Among them were 
several of the clergy of the different 
churches of this city. His good, kind, hu- 
mane acts will ever hold a sacred place in 
our memory, Wm. A. THOMPSON. 


Rhyme on Religion. 


JACKSONVILLE, ILL., Aug. 19, 1893. 
Mr. Evrror: I hope the following little 
effusion will merit a place in Taz TRUTH 
SHEEER. Buty PATTERSON. 


Preachers feel their oats, to their gall you 
must submit tamely, 
And if you_don’t go to church it’s hell— 
viz. and to-wit, namely: 
They will tell you enough about God to 
fill a mule’s ear full, 
About Helen Blazes and other inventions 
not at all cheerful, 
About apostles and patriarchs and other 
non compos mentises 
With Y. M C. A. and Sunday-schools for 
_, apprentices. 
Will stand up and with a big mouth call off 
the dance; 


While you sit in silence like idiots to learn 

! ignorance 

And take in the racket when asked to be- 

eve 

The little rib story about Adam and Eve, 

That a woman has more ribs than a man 

And there’s babies in hell not the length 
of a span; 

That the sun stood still (just think of the 


snap 

Old Sol had waiting for Joshua to finish 
his scrap). 

Galileo could swipe ’em now with a horse- 
laugh at persecution 

Saying ‘‘the world moves,” and every time 
it turns round it makes a revolution. 

‘* Made in the image and likeness,” is what 
they try to show, 

(Now isn’t that putting the infinit down 
pretty low?). 

Fancy the ape-man formulating original 
causation, 

Shaping it like himself either slim or fat 
and chunky f 

And building it up after the model of Dar- 
win’s high monkey. 

I like the divinity better we’re obliged all 
to follow, . 

Which somebody named the Almighty 
Dollar. 

Without money given it to prop up its 


stays 
Christianity at farthest would liv but few 
8. 

That Solomon was better posted than some 
one less so is what the preacher dis- 
closes, 

And the next best trump he holds in his 
hand 

Is the Sheeny bushwhacker Moses, 

Who ground out commandments to fos- 
silized man 

To keep Sunday holy—no other gods in 
the van, 

How not to be caught stealing or killing 
each other, 

Ete —How could a bastard honor his 
father and mother ? 

Yourself or friend you might harm (let me 

- modestly clamor), 

But you couldn’t hurt the Lord to come 
at him with a ee, age oir 

With Sundays and holy days I don’t 
bother a minute, 

But take nothing for holy that hasn’t holes 
in it. 

Hav soured on laws made from recipes in 
that holy book 

Like the Dutch putting onions in most 
things that they cook. . 

When the rich get to heaven they will ex- 
pect the best rations — 

With all other good things except poor 
relations 

Will hav golden harps and wings plenty to 
do them, i 

But let the poor be content with the gos- 
pel preached to them. 

If the Lord made us what we are with this 
“wicked world” to imprison us, 

Being just why didn’t he attend to his 
business : 

And not throw on the market cholera mi- 
crobes and rattlesnakes’ fangs, 

With flies, fleas, and bed-bugs to come at 
us in gangs? 

Man is said to hav dominion over all 
earthly things, 

But the musketo tells him better from the 
song that he sings. $ 
That Providence helps those who help 

themselvs, is what they say about him, 

If that is true and is the best he can do we 
will try to get along without him, 


`The Evils of Chinese Immigration. 


Nownacu, CAL., Aug. 9, 298. 

Mr. Eprror: I noticed in Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER of July 29th an extract of Colonel 
Ingersoll’s article concerning the Chinese, 
which appeared in the North American 
Review for July, Now, I am a great ad- 
mirer of Ingersoll, but as I am not a God- 
worshiper, neither do I believe man infal- 
lible, and in this respect Colonel Ingersoll 
is certainly as much mistaken as Moses 
was when he wrote the Pentateuch. The 
colonel is bringing forth the same argu- 
ments as used by Senator Hoar, Joseph 
Cook, and the Presbyterian assembly, 
which induced President Cleveland to defy 
the Geary law. The glory of these United 
States, and that to which it owes its won- 
derful prosperity: and growth, is that a 
poor man who has some intelligence and 
energy has a chance of bettering his ma- 
terial condition. Did a poor man down 
South during slavery times hav a chance 
of bettering his condition? It was hardly 
a desirable place to liv except a man was a 
landed proprietor and rich enough to own 
slaves. Now, the system under which the 
Chinese come to this country is virtually a 
system of slavery; the Chinese laborers 
are owned body and soul by the Chinese 
Six Companies. I came to California 
twelve years ago poor boy with nothing 


but two willing hands. I found all kinds 
of labor well paid, thanks to those who 
were instrumental in restricting the traffic 
in Chinese slave labor. I hay done well, 
and am now on the road to prosperity. 
What should I hav done had I come here 
and found hundreds of thousands of 
Chinese blocking every avenue of employ- 
ment and working at rates with whicha 
white man could never hope to compete? I 
don’t believe I ever would hav been able 
to subscribe for Taz TRUTH SEEKER, nor 
would these lines ever been penned, Ibe- 
lieve it is a well-known fact that those 
countries where labor is the best paid—as, 
for example, the United States, England, 
and France—are the most progressiv and 
enlightened countries in the world; while 
take those countries where labor is the 
most wretched and ill paid—as for example 
Russia, Spain, and Italy—there you will 
find more ignorance and retrogression 
than anywhere else. Colonel Ingersoll 
says the Geary law is as inhuman as the 
ukase of the czar expelling the Jews. 
Now, Ideny it. The Geary law did not 
intend to drive the Chinese now here out 
of the country. It simply provided for a 
system of registration as a protection 
against any more Chinese entering the 
country. Itis not near as severe a meas- 
ure as the alien bill recently passed by the 
French Chamber of Deputies, which pro- 
vides for a system of registration of all 
foreigners, with fines and imprisonment 
for non-compliance. This measure has 
been passed without any disapproving 
comments from those who delight in call- 
ing the Geary law inhuman, barbarous, 
and cruel. Out here in California, where 
people hav a much better chance of form- 
ing a correct judgment on the Chinese 
question than Eastern people—who prob- 
ably never saw a Chinaman in their lives 
except on a lid of a teabox—there are only 
two classes of people who are in favor of 
Chinese—those who own the immense 
grants of land which California is cursed 
with, and which can’t be profitably worked 
except by cheap labor, and all the Chris- 
tian ministers or sky-pilots, who are afraid 
the Chinese will retaliate against a few 
dozen missionaries in China. Iam sure if 
Colonel Ingersoll and all the conscientious 
opposers of the Geary law living in the 
East could only take a trip through the 
Chinese quarters in all the large cities on 
the coast, and view the opium dens, where 
hundreds of persons white and Chinese 
are ruining their lives, take a peep into 
their gambling-dens, investigate the in- 
famous traffic in Chinese slave-women, 
who are bought and sold like cattle, the 
crime and extreme filthiness all through, 
no candid or unprejudiced person would 
ever conclude that the Chinese were a 
benefit to this or any other civilized coun- 
try. Colonel Ingersoll fought gallantly 
during the war on the side of free labor 
as against slave labor, This Chinese ques- 
tion is essentially the same thing—viz., 
free labor against Chinese slave labor— 
and I believe Colonel Ingersoll, when he 
comes to investigate the question thor- 
oughly, will yet see it in its true light. 
Yours truly, H. SANDBERG. 


Unusual Theories. 


Viua Grove, Cou., Aug. 9, 1898. 

Mr. Eprror: I will inclose $3.25 in post- 
office money-order—$1.50 for Suladin’s 
Book, ‘‘ Roses and Rue,” and twenty-five 
cents for ‘‘Pen Pictures of the World’s 
Fair,” by Mr. Putnam, as soon as it is 
printed, and $1.50 to put my name in the 
Freethought Federation of America, to 
John R. Charlesworth, secretary. Please 
send “‘ Roses and Rue” as soon as you 
can: Idid not see his advertisement in 
the last issue of Taz TRUTH SEEKER. 

I thank you and Heston for the cartoon 
of myself you send me. Heston in his 
cartoon to the ex-Catholic put a snake 
round each leg, a snake round each arm, 
a big snake round my waist with its head 
on my shoulder. I believe there were five 
or six snakes round me for three weeks, 
trying to take me back to Catholicism and 
to hell. But Iam all right yet. 

I think it is very strange all the world’s 
people are against one another in every- 
thing, increeds and politics and in every- 
thingelse. Gods and the future is the most, 


The fall of man is the great mystery. I 
wil tell you my thoughts about the four 
secrets of the earth. There is no god, 
only a devil in shape of a snake or serpent, 
which came out of the first fire we call 
the sun, which makes the worlds. Our sun 
made the worlds of our solar system, 
Neptune first. Atoms make the worlds, 
one ata time. I can see the atoms all the 
time. Night and day they are the same 
color, light brown or yellow, as thin as 
the thinnest piece of mica. Millions and 
trillions would go in a cubic foot. When I 
look at them a minute or two, they seem 
to know it, and go round lively, making a 
thick crowd of them only to let me know 
they are activ and living beings. You can . 
see the atoms as well as Ican. Then go 
outdoors, and look first to the blue sky. 
Look keenly in one place a moment. 
You can see small white dots between you 
and the clouds. The darker the clouds 
the better. 

Darwin said man came from a monkey, 
a monkey from an eel, making an eel our 
ancestor. Darwin had no great reason 
when he said man cannot swim when he 
is young or old. If he does not learn to 
swim he will swim like a rock, as I did 
when first I tried to swim. You can try 
animals, every kind, cats and dogs, be- 
fore they open their eyes. They can swim 
across a pond when a week old.’ You can 
buy or borrow a poor child in your city 
a year old, and heave it in a pond, he will 
swim like a rock. Darwin might hav used 
the same and found his error. A man says 
in Taz TRUTH SEEKER of last week man 
came from fish. Spiritualism has the 
same notion. But I tell you man came to 
earth as man, rude and ignorant—but a 
man for all that. Atoms are the creators 
of heaven, earth, and hell. They are tho 
creators of man. We are all atoms. The 
world is atoms. All space is atoms; 
no empty space. I cannot see them near 
me. I can see all the space round me full 
of white specks. 

Now, Mr. Editor, I hav something to 
say about our green world. At present 
philosophers are making all believe the 
world is going round the sun once ina 
year. I-do not believe them, for the - 
reason I believe in place of going round 
the sun the world is rising. It commences 
to rise the 25th day of June, keeping its 
own swing every twenty-four hours east to 
west or west to east, and rising little by 
little westward or little north; it keeps 
rising till the 25th day of December like a 
ship at anchor in harbor, rising with the 
tide and then lowering down with the tide 
to where it was. The world could not go 
round the sun with the north pole tied to 
its end. Besides, the south pole is tied 
with frost and ice and clouds, the same 
way old philosophy is by old creeds and 
old Christianity, old lies and humbug. 
Freethinkers will drive old superstition 
away from the world. Force and matter 
are immortality. So is the soul of man. 
Man is the rightful heir to this world, 
after he drives out old creeds and devils, 
gods, snakes, and serpents. The center 
of the sun is the hell and home of all the 
gods. : 

Mr. Editor, I bought the book ‘‘ Fore 
and Matter,” and I read it nearly through. 
Mr. Buchner said we sharpen our glasses 
and can see ina drop of water a thousand 
of small living animalcule, and in salt 
water every kind of living being, with the 
aid of our glasses) Why don’t they try 
with the aid of their microscope the air 
between them and the clouds, to see what 
is there for them—look slow and steady 
in one place near the blue sky this side of 
the clouds? Buchner and his crowd think 
there is no life in space nor any other 
place only in the face of the earth. There 
is whore they are all astray, and as long as 
they are astray, they keep the rest of the 
world astray. Why does not science see 
and find out what is all round them? All 
is life and living atoms; the world‘ is all 
life; space is all life; our solar system is 
all life. There is no death there; a 
change, that is all, Man must rise him- 
self, with more reason, more justice to 
his fellow-man, more freedom to himself 
and hisfellow-man. Drive old creeds and 
all superstition from the land, all Chris- 
tianity. The land and the world will be 
blessed then, not till then. 

Duearo MoDonap, 
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Ghildren’s Gorner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wrxon, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communica- 
tions for this Corner should be sent. 


“ Between, the dark and the daylight, 
he night is beginning to lower, 
ause in the day’s occupations 


Comes a a 
ildren’s Hour.” 


That agente as the 


A. Rey. 


In a pulpit stood a reverend one, 

Preavhing of G)d’s love, and that of his son; 
Such el quence was in his words and voice 
That each hearer cou'd but exult, rejoice. 


“God is our father Jesus our mother, 
And as brothers we must love eash other. 
Oh, how I can feel my own hea t swelling 
With this love fraternal I am telling.” 


As he glanced upon all his audience 
Magnificently arrayed and immense: 

“O hat I could take you each by the hand, 
What matters wealth, 1f we're aloving band? 


“Is not the divine love that would enfold 
Humanity, better than wealth of gold? 

If all cared less for wealth, and pomp, and fame, 
And more for loving ceeds in Jesus’s name, 


“Tf our bonds and deeds were love fraternal, 
Constant, ever abiding. eternal; 

Gazing upward toward the hights afar, 
Methinks we’d see the heavenly gates ajar.” 


Regardless of the tone and words he said, 
There wa: oft a rakish wag of the head, 
Asensua stamp on the solemn face, 

Cold, soulless the eyes he closed to say grace. 


Outside the church he scorned the poor and 
weak, 

And to the gold kings only liked to speak; 

They aone were his and Jesus’s brothers, 

Offscourings, scum, a.:d low trash the others. 


Sympathy and love with them he shares not, 
For their misfortu es and sorrows ca-es not, 
For their w»nts and needs has bu‘ indifference, 
His brotherly love a sham and pretense. 


Tos Angeles, al. S. ATHENA Macoon. 
SS eee eee 


Dorothy’s Mustn’ts. 
BY ELLA WH#ELER WILCOX. 
“I'm sick of ‘mustn’t.’” said Dorothy D, 
“Sick of ‘mustn’t’ as I can be.” 


“From early morn till the close of day, 

Ihar a‘ mustn’t’ and never a ‘ may,’ 

It’s ‘ You mu -tn’t lie there like a sleepyhead,’ 
And ‘You mustn’t sit up when it’s time for bed.’ 


“t You murtn’t cry when I comb your curls,’ 
‘You mustn’t play with those noisy girls.’ 

‘You muastn’t be silent when spoken to,’ 

«You mus n't chatter as parrots do,’ 

‘You mu;tn’t be perc and you mustn’t be proud,’ 
‘t You mustn’t giggle or laugh aloud,’ 

‘You mustn’t rumple your nice clean dress,’ 
‘You mustn't nod in the place of yes,’ 


“ So all day long the ' mustn’ts’ go, 

Till I aream at night of an endless row 
Of goblin ‘ mustn’ts’ with great big eyes 
That stare at me in shocked surprise. 


* Oh! [hope I shall liv to see the day 
When some one wi | say t me, ‘ Dear, you may,’ 
For I'm sick of ‘ mustn’ts.’ said Dorothy D, 
“Sick of ‘ mustn’ts’ as I can be.” 
—Exchange, 
et 


An Anecdote of Lincoln. 


An anecdote showing Lincoln's merciful 
nature in a touching light, and from au- 
thentic sources, is the one of the sleeping 
sentinel, William Scott, whose life Lin- 
coln saved after he had been condemned 
to be shot. Lincoln personally saw Scott 
and talked with him for a long time. 
Scott would not talk to his comrades of 
the interview afterward until one night, 
when he had received a letter from home. 
he finally opened his heart to a friend in 
this wise: 

‘The president was the kindest man I 
had ever seen. I was scared at first, for I 
had never before talked with a great man. 
But Mr. Lincoln was so easy with me, so 
gentle, that I sonn forgot my fright. . . . 
He stood up, and he says to me: ‘My 
boy, stand up here and look me in the 
face.’ I did as he bade me. ‘My boy,’ 
he said, ‘you are not going to be shot to- 
morrow. I am going to trust you and 
send you back to your regiment. I hav 
come up here from Washington, where I 
hav got a great deal to do, and what I 
want to know is how you are going to pay 
my bill.’ There was a big lump in my 
throat; I could scarcely speak. But I 
crowded it down and managed to say: 

‘: « There is some way to pay you, and I 
will find it after a little. There is the 
bounty in the savings’ bank. I uess 
we could borrow some money on a mort- 
gage on the farm.’ I was sure the boys 
would help, s I thought we couid make it 
up if it wasn’t more than $500 or $600. 

But it is a great deal more than $500 or 


$600,’ he said. Then I said I didn’t see 
how, but I was sure I would find some 
way—it I lived. Then Mr. Lincoln put 
his hands on my shouiders, and looked 
into my face as if he were sorry, and said: 
‘My boy, my bill is 9 very large one. 
Your friends cannot pay it, nor your 
bounty, nor your farm, nor all your com- 
rades There is only one man in all the 
world who can pay it, and his name is 
William Scott. 

** Tf from this day William Scott does his 
duty, so that if I were there wh: n he comes 
to die he can look me in the face, as he 
does now, and say, I hav kept my promis 
and done my duty asa soldier, then my 
debt will be paid. Will you make that 
promis and try to keep it?’ I said I would 
make the promis and I would keep it. He 
went away out of my sight forever. I know 
I shall never see him again, but I never 
will forget his kind words or my promis." 

Mr. Chittenden, who had a personal 
share in bringing the case of Scott to Lin- 
coln’s attention, and who watched his sub- 
sequent career, says he became ‘‘ the gen- 
eral favorit of all his comrades, the most 
popular man in the regiment, and modest, 
unassuming, and unspoiled by his success.” 
He died risking his life in the rescue of 


wounded men, ‘‘ being shot all to pieces.” 
i 


What the Little Ones Are Saying. 
Selected by “rs. J. B. Puffer. 
THE BIBLE AND NURSERY RHYMES. 

A little four-year-old, in a very religious 
family who had Bible-reading every morn- 
ing, was very anxious to join in the ex- 
ercises, so he was taught the following 
lines: ‘‘Ephraim is joined to his idols; 
let him alone.” When it came his time he 
repeated this for a few times, but one 
morning he astonished the circle with the 
following: ‘‘Ephraim is joined to his 
idols; let him alone, let him alone, and 
he’ll come home dragging his tail behind 
him.” He had evidently got his Bible and 
nursery rhymes mixed. 

AN UNSELF1SH CHILD. 

Little Millie had been told by her mother 
that God never slept. One night, after 
praying God to care for them while they 
slept, she finished with, ‘‘And now, God, 
do try and get a little rest for yourself.” 


SIMPLE JUSTICE. 

A very bright little ten-year-old was 
reading in the Bible the story of Jonah. 
When he had finished it, he threw down 
the book in disgust and exclaimed: ‘‘ If I 
had told such a lie as that I would hav got 
a good whipping.” 


ee 
Correspondence. 


Des Mornss, IA., Aug. 11, 1893. 

Drag Miss Wrxon: As every week I 

lance over the letters of the Children’s 

orner I cannot help but feel ashamed of 
myself for not helping in our contest for 
liberty of thought and speech. 

I hav not been to Sunday-school for 
more than a year because I get so tired— 
always the same thing over and over again. 
The Methodists of this place were intend- 
ing to hava picnic yesterday, but it rained 
so hard they couldn’t go. I don’t see why- 
they didn’t pray a week or so beforehand, 

so as to be sure of a good day ! 

One day, not long since, one of our 
good ‘‘Christian ” girls asked me if I wasan 
Infidel. I asked her why she wanted to 
know, and her reply was that she liked to 
know the views of her schoolmates, but 
when I came to giv her some of mine she 
soon turned away. 

jn glancing over a paper before me I 
find a piece about ‘‘Sabbath-Keeping,” 
saying that nothing should be read on 
Sunday except the Bible. Now, I think 
that if it is given as a rest-day then a per- 
son has just as much right to sit down and 
reada novel asthe ‘‘holy book,” and I think 
most of my readers will agree with me. 

Hoping to see this in print if it escapes 
the waste-bas et, I remain, 

Your Liberal friend, 
Lavra HUFFMAN. 


[Laura is a brave, sensible girl, whose 
healthful sentiments will always find a 


welcome in the Children’s Corner.—Ep. 
C. C.] 


ATOHISON, Kax., July 23, 1893. 

Miss Susan H. Wixon: "My ast letter to 
the Corner was written on a dreary Sun- 
day morning, when the rain was falling in 
torrents, but this Sunday is a typical 
Kansas day. The sun has risen in ail its 
majestic glory, and is penetrating the clear 
ether blue. A cool, refreshing breeze 
loiters around, and it seems more like a 
spring day thana day in mid-July. The 
question, What could be more beautiful 


than a Kansas landscape at this season? 
comes before my mind. One can stand 
on some high eminence and, on looking 

around, he beholds a scene of most varied 
beauty. We see the checkered fields of 
grain stretching out over the hills and 
rolling prairies, with strips of timbered 
land between. The lofty river-bluffs, 
crowned with sylvan: beauty, rear their 
stately heads and overlook the beautiful 
valleys below. It seems to me that it 
would be hard to conceive of a more pict- 
uresque scene than the ‘‘ Sunflower State” 
presents at present. Everything com 

bines to make a scene that old Germany 
with her beautiful Rhine might envy. 

Since last writing I hav been e joying a 
two weeks’ vacation. -In company with 
my sister and a young lady friend, I visited 
Fort Leavenworth. We had a pleasant 
time. The fort is probably the most beau- 
tiful spot in Kansas, and it has many at- 
tractions, such as the beautiful national 
cemetery, the Grant monument. the mili- 
tary prison, the government building, the 
various batteries, a beautiful lake, and 
other things. The Grant monument is an 
imposing piece of work. Itis surmounted 
by a bronze statue of the great military 
chieftain, representing him in full military 
dress at the capture of Fort Donelson. By 
the way, General Grant died just eight 
years ago to-day, but his name still livs, 
not only engraved in bronze and marble, 
but enshrined in the hearts of a grateful 
nation. 

We also visited the old historic town of 
Kickapoo, which was pamed for the Kick- 
apoo Indians, who once had a village 
there. Kickapoo and vicinity is one of the 
historic spots of Kansas. 

In my last letter I forgot to mention 
Mr. and Mrs. E. A. Haslett, who are 
stanch Freethinkers of Atchison. They 
are readers of Toe Trura SEEKER and 
other Freethought literature. Mr. Has. 
lett is a conductor on the Central Branch 
railroad. 

The last TRUTH SEEKER was an interest- 
ing one. Mr. Macdonald’s editorials were 
to the point, and I observe that he hada 
larger amount of editorial than usual. He 
is a good writer and a deep thinker. Mr. 
Putnam’s “Pen Pictures of the World’s 
Fair” are almost as good as a visit to the 
Fair. I await with eagerness the new 
books by Mrs. Matilda Joslyn Gage and 
Helen H. Gardener; also Putnam’s new 
work. 

Well, dinner is ready, so I will bring 
this letter to an abrupt close, as I am go- 
ing away this afiernoon. Hoping that 
Miss Wixon and her army of young Free- 
thinkers are well and happy, I remain as 
ever your friend, Gro. J. REMSBURG, 


CHOLERA, DIPHTHERIA, Dysentery, 
Piles, Quinsy, Catarrh. The Antidote for #1 
Agents wanted. Dr.Q. H. MILI ER, 2,333 Hicory 
street. St. Louis, Mo., former address 1,441 South 
Twelfth street, Denver, Col. 20628 


BRAIN ano BIBLE: 


THE CONFLICT BETWEEN MENTAL SCIENCE 
AND THEOLOGY. 
By EDCAR C. BEALL, M.O., 


with a preface by 
R. G. INGERSOLL. 


This is the only work of its kind in the litera- 
ture of Freethough Its arguments are based 
upon scientific ph nology, and appeal directly 
to the reader’s se:.ze of logic and love of justice. 
It_is eloquent as well as convincing. 

Price, cloth, $1. Address 

THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


AU ina Nutshell. 


By ASA AUGER. 


A condensation of the fundamental arguments 
against Christianity. 


A Very Good Littl2 Missionary Work. 


Address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


LITTLE LESSONS FOR 


ee FOLKS. 


By MES, E. D, SLENKER, 
Boards, n a - © > 


Price, 15 cents. 


40 cents, 


“INFIDELS AND CHARITY.” 


A Leaflet showing that the oft-repeated Chris- 
tian statement that Infidels do not contribute 
to nor found charities is a falsehood. It ought ht to 
be widely circulated to meet the calumny. Price, 
5 cents; 50 cents a dozen. Address THE TRUTH 
SEEKER, 28 Lafayette place, New York. 


SUSAN WIXON’S BOOKS, 


SY 

All in a Lifetime. 
1zgmo, 800 PP., $1. 
Apples of Gold. And Other Stories for 

oys and Girls. 12mo, 383 pp., $1.25. 

The Story Hour. An Exceptionally Hand- 
some and interesting: Book Without Supersti- 
tion, for Children and Yout nly Free- 
thinkers’ Children’s Story-book over issued. 
ti full-page illustrations and 25 smaller; large 
tvpe, heavy, toned paper, broad l margins, illus- 
trated covers; 4to, 224 pp., boards, $1 


Address. THE TRUTH SEEKER CO 


Truth Seeker Library. 


Published Monthly at $3 per Year. 
Issues oF 1891.—$3. 


A Liberal Romance. 


Price. 
Trath Seeker Annual, 1891...........eseesscees $0 25 
Men, aromen, and Gods. Helen H. Gar- so 
The Aze oÈ Reason. Thomas Paine. Illus- %5 
Ans wore to Ghristian Questions. D. M. Den m 
Christian Absurdities. John Peck.. 20 
Victor Hugo’s Orat:on on Voltaire... 10 
The Crisis. Thomas Paine. Illustrated..... 40 
Sabbath Breaking. John E. Remsburg..... 25 
Travels in Fait gor Tradition to ‘Rea- 
son. Robert O. Adams ......sssseeeenee 25 
Strike of a Sex. George N. Miller...........- 25 
y Religious Experience. Samuel P. Put- be 
The Higher Criticism in Theology pnd Be 
ligion. Longshore.............00. 50 
Issues oF 1892.—$3. 
Infidel Death-Beds. G. W. Foote............. 25 
Rights is of Man. Thomas Paine. Ilustra: id 
Was Christ Grucitied? “Austin Biorbower.. 10 
ulpit, P Pow, and Cradle. Helen H - Gar- io 
Bible Morals. John k. mn Monk 25 
Awful Disclosures of Maria Mon 50 
Pocket Th eology. man’ aire 25 
Why Dont God Kill the D i 
Libert ty dn in Literature. 
alt Whitman, with Funeral arses P 
By Col. Robert G. Ingersoll.............. 25 
Six Lectures on Astronomy. Richard A. is 
40 
The Hol ly ‘sible Abridged... a EEN ae a 80 
aims of the Church. John. E. 
* Remabure rik chee Lanes sweld peat A 10 
Issues oF 1893.—$3. 
Thomas Paine. Vindicated. Ool. Robert 
DEOTHOM, .. 60sec cee cece seer see ccce ce 15 
The Croation of God. Dr. 
ATT IES ETET T T EO T ecofelere T E 50 
Orimes ‘of Preachers in the n oited Babak 
E, ngs 25 
Resurrection of Jesus. 40 
Handbook of Freethough' W. e . 50 
Religion a Curse; Heligion a Disease; Re- 
ligion a Lie. . Putnam. 25 
Design A: Argument Fallacies. By Editor of 
TRUTH SERRER......... 15 
Abraham Lincoln: Was He a Christian? 
Jo Remsbure.. 50 
Pen Pictures of The World’s Fair. Ius- 
trate 8. P. Pu:‘nam.......... 25 
Common Sense. Thomas Paine.. 15 
Examination of Prophecies. Thos. Pia 15 


During the year, other standard Freethought 
works will be published and sent to subscribers 
as they appear. 

Yearly subscribers at $3 receive all the numbers 
published in one year. In ordering please say 
which year is desired. 

Single numbers sold at prices quoted. 

THE TRUTH SEEKER OQ., 
28 Latfavette Place, New York. 


A NEW WORK ` 


BY 
ARTHUR B. MOSS, 


Author of “The Bible and Evolution,” 
f ENTITLED 


Christianity and Evolution, 


With preface by 
J. M. WHEELER, a editor bt Freethinker. 


Price, 1. Order at once. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


SHALL THE BIBLE BE READ 
IN OUR PUBLIC SCHOOLS? 
By R. B, Westbrook, A.M, 
Third Thousand. 


Price, 10 cents. Address THE TRUTH NEEKER. 


“With Daughter's Babe Upon 


His Knees.” 


Photograph of Colonel Ingersoll, with his 
grandchild in his lap, a delicate little souvenir of 
rica’s greatest orator and Freedom’s greatest 
champion at home, may be had at this office for 
fifty cents. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, SEPTEMBER 9, 1898. 
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A NEW BOOK--AND A MOST ORIGINAL ONE. | Just Qut.—25 Cents.—Five Copies for $1. 


The Creation of Qod. 


By DR. JACOB HARTMANN. 
An explanation of the origin of the God Idea, and the mental processes that led to the formation 


of idols and the worship of them. From 


the time of 


Terab’s apostasy, Abraham’s reformation and 


his banishment for heresy and blasphemy against the Cha.dean idols,to Christ’s coming, the princi- 


palcharacters sre analyzed an 

peonliar phraseology, cant sayin 
are the prop. r offspring of t 

ing the peculiar politics of the day. 


shown tobe human, by thought and deed. Itis made plain that the 
8, subterfuges, miracles, wonder-workings, and supernatural pad- 
Ə then existing barbarism, ignorance, and superstition, constitut- 


CONTENTS IN DETAIL: | 


The Universal Aspect. 
ane Earth. i 

e Chemical Aspect. 
The Sun. : i 
Genesis—The Creation. 
Genesis—The Garden of Eden. 
The Deluge. 
The Scriptural God—The Creation. 
The Creation of God—Abraham. 
Moses—Confirmation of the Idea of God. 
Samuel the Kingmaker. 
God Save the King. 
Jehovah Takes a Rest. 
The End of National Life. 
The Christian Era. 
Organic Life—Vegetable. 
Organic Life—Animal. 

The Master Tissues. 


The Muscular Tissues. 
The Nervous Tissues. 


Food and Food-Substances. 


Elimination of Waste Substances, 
-œ In General. 
By the Lungs. 
By the Skin. 
. n .. By the Kidneys. 
Digestion and Nutrition. 
The Elementary Substances. 
Alcohol and Its Effects on the System. 
The Soul—What Is It? 


Sin and Salvation. 
The Ecclesiastical Kindergarten. 
Rational Review. 
Visions—Bible Dreams—Revelations. 
The Planetary Gods. 
Every Man His Own God. a 

Tables {gateways ho Kno They Spring. 
The Non Credo. 

Rules for Human Conduct. 
ILLUSTRATIONS. 


Map of the Intellectual Facu'ties—The Mind. 
Map of ‘Theological Retrogression. 
Map of the Deluge and Garden of Eden. 


The Mind. 


Thirty Chapters—Four Hundred and Thirty-two Pages, 
Large 12mo. 


Xn Cloth, $1; in Paper, 50 Cents. 


Address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


REDUCTION IN PRICE OF A GREAT BOOK 


A eect aid 


With the eighth edition sr 
Winwood Reade's “ Martyre 
dom of Man,” the cost of 
production has been les- 
sened so that we can reduce 
Îi the price from $1.76 to 


$1.00. 


The book has had a phenomenal gale for sọ heretical a Work, second only to Helen Gardeners 


“Men, Women, and Gods,” and we give our readers the pecuniary 


enefit of it. e 


“MARTYRDOM OF MAN” 


Is a very interestingly pictured synopsis of universal history, showing what the race has undergone 


~—its martyrdom—in its rise to its present plane. Itshows how War and Religion have been opprese 


sive factors in man’s struggle for Liberty, and the last chapter, of some 150 pages, describes his. 


Intellectual struggle from 


the author conceives would be a religion of reason and love. 


e animal period of the earth to the present, adding an outline of what 


The chapters are: 


E t, Western Asia, the Persians, the Greeks, the Macedonians, Al dri 
WwW AR. piaitiins. Carthage and Rome, Roman Africa, the Arabs. - ezandiis, the 


RELIGION. otarscter'or Jesus th 


med, Description of Africa, the Mohamme 


f Religion, Israelites, th i 
of Rell igion, the sTaelites, the Jews, the Prophets, 


abia, Mecca, Character of Mohame 
dans in Central Africa. 


Ancient Europe, Invasion of the Germans, the Castle, the T ` 
LI BERTY . ctu: Venice, Arab Spain, the Portuguese, Discoverers, the Slave Traps 


Abolition in Europe, Abolition in America. Materials of 


Homan History. 


TELLE T Animal Period of the Earth, Origin of Man, and Early History,. 
Summary of Universal History, The Future of the Human Race, The 
Religion of Reason and Love. : 


Price reduced from $1.75 to $1.00. Address 


L. K. Washburn’s Works, 


Sunday and the Sabbath. ‘‘A law regu- 
lating human conduct on the Sabbath is an im- 
pertinence.” Price, 10 cents. 


The False Teaching of the Christian 
Church. ‘The Thirty-nine Articles of 


the Christian church are, thirty-nine poor, 
pbroken-down opinions.” Price, 10 cents. 


The Foolishness of Prayer. ‘‘ Think of 
sminister’s praying God to kill grasshoppers, 
or trying to induce the Deity to undertake a 
crusade of one against the Colorado beetle!” 


Price, 10 cents. 
Followers of Jesus. Price, 10 cents. 


Spiritualism: Is It a Faith or a Fact? 


rice, 5 cents. 
Religious Problems. Price, 10 cents. 
Was Jesus Insane? Price, 10 cents. 


The Public Schools and the Catholic 
Church. Price, 5 cents. 


CHEAP EDITION. 


Travels in Faith. 


By OAPT. ROBERT 0. ADAMS. 


Being the story of his mental journey from 
Ears orthodoxy to Rationalism. 


Price, paper, 25 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette place, New York, 


Col. R. G. Ingersoll’s 
ARGUMENT 


IN THE 


Reynolds Blasphemy Trial, 


At Morristown, N. J. 
This is the greatestargument ever made in a case 
of this kind, and will be a model for the Bar so 
long as the Christians use force to repress free 
speech. Its legal acumen is unsurpassed, its elo- 
quence never equaled. Wherever Christian per- 
secution is going on this argument should be 
freely circulated, read to the Christians, and ex- 
pounded on every occasion. 
In paper, 25 cents; in cloth. 50 cents. i 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


FOR HER DAILY BREAD. 


Nineteenth Century Novel. 


Preface by R. 6. ING RSOLL, 


For Her Daily Bra? is the story of two young 


ginis anda younger brother who were left parent- ' 


ess, with a little money, fair e ucation, and 
much courage, to make their way through the 
world by golug to Cricago. ‘she autao is also 
tre heroi e ‘Lhe narrative is, inthe main, a his- 
tory ofaw rking-s irl’s lif ano experience in the 
city of Chicago among bluff busin s -meu, kind 
hearted folks. an ı d srepntable hypo rits. It is 
just su h a tory of human -ife as we should ex- 
pect Col-nel Inger ol to be iv terested in; and 
whatever he adui es and appreciates is sure to 
be worst cea eps of the rest of the world. 
Tice, 25 cents. cess í 
THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


e 
A Liberal living in Michigan said once that he would give $2 & 
year to have the Orimes of Preachers recorded, as the frequent, lapses 
of virtue of the ministers showed how little value Obristianity 
Pose have just issued che Fourth Editi he book doing thi 
© have just issued the Fo on of the this. 
The additions for this new edition of the CS 


‘í Crimes of Preachers” 


shows nearly 400 cases of ministerial conduct. While those in pre- 
vious editions show that within a tew years abeut 


1300 MINISTERS HAVE BEEN GUILTY 


of one kind or another of criminal conduct. Most of the srimes 
&re against women, for the fair sex are at once the weakness and 
the strength of the church—‘“ the church” meaning of course the 


ergy. , . j ~ 
w, Notwithstanding the many additional pages, we have kept the {4 
price the same, 2% cents. Send for 4 copy, and confound the church- aie 
men Show them just Waat core of Soampe are the clergy who have : 
sed the World’s Fair on Sunday, because it is 8 a 
paintings in this period is “ immoral.” KA ERS ay that to look upon machi 


a Address 


nery or 
THE TRUTII SEEKER COMPANY. e 


BOOKS 


SALADIN 


(W. STEWART ROSS), 


Editor of the 


LONDON AGNOSTIO JOURNAI»» 


GOD AND HIS BOOK: 


When he had read this book Colonel In 


ersoll wrote to the author? H Ton have earned the 
i think.” Itisa work of vast research, of sound criticism, of caustic 
panki: of ail who really vehemen; of scathing satire, of pathos and eloquence. it is one of 
the heaviest iconoclastie broadsides ever fired at the Jewish God and the Bible. 
Cloth, gold letters, $1.25. 


WOMAN: HER GLORY, HER SHAME, AND HER GOD.” 


The Rev. Archdeacon Farrar said that “ Christianity elevated the woman; it shrouded 
as with a halo ot sacred innocence the tender years of the child.” The object of Saladin’s work 
is to show the archdeacon his error,and he hag succeeded. An English w iter said of it: 
“This certain'y 18 oue of the Most marvelous books ever issued from the press. The authori- 
ties cited are unquestionable, and the result is convincing, 

In two volumes, cloth, gilt lettered, $2.50. 


JANET SMITH: A PROMISCUOUS ESSAY ON WOMAN. 


This is one of the mot delightful of Saladin’s books, a dis extion of woman, with inci- 
dental tearing apart of man—vaustic, sarcastic, yet philosophical withal, and permeated with 
a tender reverence or woman and éxulted opinioa of what she isan l should he. A merciless 
satire upon cert sin of the convencional foibles of the day. fullo facts. fancies, truths, rare 
touches of genius, and bursts of elortence. Vio«t of the satirical shafts aimed at the woman 
go past her and stick in the man behiud her, and it serves him about right. 

Cloth. unent edges, gilt ton, 21 


CHRISTIANITY AND THE SLAVE TRADE. 


A condensation of the known facts upon this subject, proving that Christianity did not 
abolish but aided this infamous traffic in human beings. To which are added such comments 
as only Saladin can make. paper, 80 cents. 


THE TRANSITION. 
A consideration of the antagonism of the Bible and science, and of the question whether 
the valed or allegorical portions of the Christian Bible can be interpreted by modern science. 
n paper, 20 cents. : 7 


ROSES AND RUE. 


Being Random Notes and Sketches. Some of its subjects are: A Last Interview with a 
Man of Genius ; An Essay on Stirpiculture; Asceticism and Superstition; Ospital Punishment; 
Poverty; Godin the Constitution; Bruno; Gods; Witchcraft, etc. This may be called Bala- 
din’s own book, for it is poetry in prose, and is one of the books that lovers of strong literature 
like to read again aud again In cloth, gold- and silver-lettered, $1.50. 


LAYS OF ROMANCE. 


This book reminds one of Sir Walter Scott, being romantico, historic verse, aglow in every 
page with the energy of a true and high poetic genius. 
Cloth, gold-lettered, 75 cents. 


ISAURE and OTHER POEMS. ; 

The title poem is a story of intense passion, tonchingly told. The other twenty, poems 
are fresh, frag rant, thoughtful, and every verse. Foveals the’ thinker, observer, and reformer. 
Every page glows with passion and throbs with life. 

Clo , gojd-lettered, 75 cents. 


A FEARFUL FLOGGING. i 


By one who endured it. Based upon a manuscript in the possession of Baladin 
paper, 10 cents. 


THE AGONIES OF HANGING. 


Studies in Psychology., By one who was cut down from the gallows. Printed from mand. 
script in the hands of Saladin. In paper, 10 cents. 


WHIRLWIND SOWN and REAPED. 


A short story of clerical crime and villainy founded on fact. Of this book the Open Court 
said: “This novel will command the same. or more, interest than Helen Gardener’s story, ‘ Is 
This Your Son, My Lord?” In paper, 25 centa. ’ 


THE CONFESSIONAL. 


Being an exposure of that infamous religious rite. Contents: Li. `tiousness of the Pre. 
Reformation Church; Lechery of the Confessional; The Priest in Absc. “on; Confessions of 
the Escaped Nun; Extracts from Dens and Liguori; Examination of tn. Church’s Claim to 
have Fostered Learning; Her Atte pts at Continency, even more Ruinous than Her Self- 


Tndalgence; The Relative Criminal Statistics of Catholicism and Protestantism 
paper, 25 cents. Cy 
THE TRUTH SEEKER, 3 Lafayette Place, New York, | 


HAND-BOOK 


OF 


FREETH OUGHY?. 


By W. S. BELL. 


Containing in condensed and systematized form a 
vast amount of evidence against the superstitious doc- 
trines of Christianity. As a book of reference and aid 
to all truth seekers it is invaluable.” Its classification 
of subjects makes it a hand-book. Ingersoll said of 
wi bane: somehndy in gay village to -orner the parsoni Itg wide 

the disputed points petween Yistianity an reethou: 5 rice, 
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To enjoy the pleasures, you must knoW 
howto leave them.— Voltaire. 


Prosperity, adversity—these are but 
names; our happiness is in ourselvs alone. 
—Ibid. 


We should not be satisfied with merely 
approving those who do well, but we should 
emulate their good deeds.— Socrates. 


Virrvuxr is profitable for all things, in- 
finitly preferableto richesor birth. —Jbid. 


We should be content with our actual 
condition, without, however, neglecting 
to improve it if in our power.—T bid. 


No real greatness can long co-exist with 
deceit. The whole faculties of the man 
must be exerted in order to noble ener- 

ies, and he who is not earnestly sincere 
ivs in but half his being, self-mutilated 
and self-paraly zed. — Coleridge. 


Kyowine is seeing, and if it be so, it is 
madness to persuade ourselvs that we do 
so by another man’s eyes, let him use 
never so many words to tell us that what 
he asserts is very visible. Until we our- 
selvs see it with our own eyes and perceive 
it by our own understandings, we are as 
much in the dark, and as void of knowl- 
edge, as before, let us believe any learned 
author as much as we will.—Locke’s Con- 
duct of the Understanding. 


Treontogians calmly assume that the 
destruction or radical transformation of 
the old symbols is equivalent to the de- 
struction of the things symbolized, and 
the alteration of the human nature which 
created them. For my part, I cannot 
even understand the doctrin that the con- 
science (for instance) was created by a 
belief in hell and will perish when hell 
ceases to be credible, It seems to me 
clear that the conscience created the old 
hell and wili presumably create a new one, 
sufficient for practical purposes, whenever 
the ancient mythology decays.—Leslie 
Stephen. 


Tm: peculiarity of the evidence of mathe- 
matical truths, is that all the evidence is 
on one side. There are no objections and 
no answers to objections. But on every 
subject in which difference of opinion is 
possible, the truth depends on a balance 
to be struck between two sets of conflicting 
reasons. Even in natural philosophy, 
there is always some other explanation 
possi: le of the same facts; some geocen- 
tric theory instead of heliocentric, some 
phlogiston instead of oxygen; and it has 
to be shown, and until we know how it is 
shown, we do not understand the grounds 
of our opinion. —Mill. 


WE figure society asa machine, and think 
that mind is opposed to mind as body is to 
body; whereby two, or, at most, ten little 
minds must be stronger than one great 
mind. Notable absurdity! The plain 
truth, very plain, we thiuk, is that minds 
are opposed to minds in quite a different 
way; and one man, that has a hitherto 
higher wisdom, a hitherto unknown spirit- 
ual truth in him, is stronger, not than ten 
men that hav it not, or tban ten thousand, 
but than all men that hav it not; and stands 
among them with a quite ethical, angelic 
power, as with a sword out of heaven’s 
own armory, sky-tempered, which no 
buckler and no tower of brass will finally 
.withstand.— Carlyle. 


Jacop had four wives—Leah, Rachel, 
Bilhah, and Zilpah—and the abundazce of 
his wives, as well as of his children 
and cattle, is spoken of as proof of the 
divine favor, just as it would be to-day in 
Utah. The element of the crime of David, 
the man of God’s own heart, which 
God rebuked, is not the polygamy, but 
the manners, in robbing Uriah of his wife, 
when Uriah, instead of an opulent flock of 
women, had only ‘‘one little ewe lamb.” 
But it is ‘tbe Lord God of Israel” who 
says to David, ‘‘I delivered thee out of 


the hand of Saul, and I gave thee thy’ 


master’s house and thy master’s wives into 
thy bosom.” Itis needless to cite a single 
further text to prove that the God of the 
Old Testament directly sanctioned po- 
lygamy.— V. B. Denslow; LL.D. 


Tue king ruled by force, the priest by 
fear, and both by both. The king said to 
the people: ‘‘God made you peasants, and 
he made me king; he made you to labor, 
and me to enjoy; he made rags and hovels 
for you, robes and palaces for me, He 
made you to obey, and me to command. 
Such is the justice of God.” And the 
priest said: ‘‘God made you ignorant and 
vile; he made me holy and wise; you are 
the sheep, I am the shepherd; your fleeces 
belong to me. If you do not obey me 
here, God wili punish you nowand torment 
you forever in another world. Such is 
the mercy of God. You must not rea- 
son. Reason is a rebel. You must not 
contradict—contradiction is born of ego- 
tism; you must believe. He that has ears 
to hear let him hear. Heaven isa ques- 
tion of ears,”’—Ingersoll, 
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“Write me no more fables, lest I be a Jool and 
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By R. B. Westbrook, D.D., LL.B. 


Contents: The Whole Truth; Sacerdotalism 
Impeached; e Fabulous Claims of Judaism; 
Moses and the Pentateuch; Ancient Symbolism 
and Modern Literalism; Astral Keys to Bible 
Stories; The Fable of the Fall; Search for the 
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This book is just what its title implies—thump- 
ing whacks at superstition. It deals with the 
effect of Christianity on the world, showing 
what Christians have done to advance their relig- 
ion and impede the progress of man. It shows 
that Jesus was a false prophet, that the gospels 
are not authentic, and that Christianity is a bor- 
rowed system of religion. That the Bible is not 
in accord with Science, that the atonement 
scheme is futile and foolish, and that religion is 
not areal benefit to man. 
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Science of Thought. By F. Max Miil- 
ler. 1. The Simplicity of Language; 2. The 
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Three Lectures on The Science of Ean- 
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Fundamental Problems, The Method of 
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A Study in Experimental Psychology. By Al- 
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The Physiological Function of the Nucleus. 8. 
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Richet (professor of physiology in the Facultyof . 
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ogy. 10mo, 185 pages; cloth, 75c.; paper, 50c. g 
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The Idea of God, By Dr. Paul arus. 
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the idea of Godin human thought and history; 
discussing: 1. The Nature of Ideas. 2. The Et- 

mology of The, Word God. 8. God an Abstract 
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Monotheism, Pantheism, Theism, and Atheism). 
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arative Philology: o Study of Sanscrit. By - 
Prof. H. Oldenbere, of the University of Kiel, 
—a, Sanscrit Research; b, From Jones to Las- - 
sen; c, The Discovery of the Veda; d, The In- 
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y Prof, Joseph Jastrow, of the University of 
isconsin.—a, Aspects of Modern Psychology; 

b. Psychology in Germany; c, Psychology in 
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ain and the United States. 8. Old Testament 
History: or, The Rise of the people of Israel. 
By Prof. C. H. Cornell, of the University of 
Koni. a eed The Traditions of the People of 
Israel; b, The Migrations of the Tribes of 
Israel; c, The Conquest of Palestine and the 
Kingdom ofIsrael. ith especial introductions 
by Professors Oldenberg and Cornell, and pref- 
atory remarks by the editor of the Open 
Court. Elegant cloth binding. Price, 75c. 

The Ethical Problem. By Dr. Paul 
Carus. Three Lectures, delivered before the 
Society for Ethical Culture of Chicago at the 
inẹtation of the Board of Trustees: 1. Ethics, 
a Science; 2. The Data of Ethics; 3. The The- 
ories of Ethics. 112 pages, cloth. Price, 50c. 

On Double Consciousness. Experimental 
Psychological Studies. By Alfred Binet. Table 
of contents: 1. Introductory; Experimental 
Psychologyin France. 2.. Proof of Double Con- 
sciousness in Hysterical Individuals. 8. The 
Relations between the Two Consciousnesses of 
Hysterical Individuals. 4, The Hysterical Kye. 
5. Mechanism or Subconsciousness? 6. The 
Graphic Method and the Doubling of Conscious- 
ness. 7. The Intensity of Subconscious States. 
8. The Role of Suggestion in Phenomena of 
Double Consciousness. 9. Double Conscious- 
ness. in Health. 98 pages, paper. Price, 50c. 


The Lost Manuscript. A Novel. By 
Gustave Freytag. A handsome, elegantly 
bound edition of this famous and popular Ger- 
man romance. The author writes as a motto 
for the American edition: “A noble human 
life does not end on earth with death. It con- 
tinues in the minds and deeds of friends, as well 
as in the thoughts and the activity of the na- 
tion.” In two octavo volumes; boxed. Price, $4. 

Diseases of Personality. By Th. Ribot. | 
Authorized translation. Treating of the follow- 
ing subjects: 1. Nature of Personality and 
consciousness. 2 Organic Disorders. 8. Emo- 
tional Disorders. 4. Intellectual Troubles. 5. 
Dissolution of the Personality. Cloth, 75c. 

The Soul of Mau. An Investigation of 
the Facts of Physiological and Experimental 
Psychology. By Dr. Paul Carus. With 152 Dlúūs- 
trative Cuts and Diagrams. Price $8, pages 480. 
Printed on extra fine paper, handsomely bound 
in cloth. The subject-matter of the work is 
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Philosophical Problem, of Mind. 2. The Rise of 
Organic Life, 8. Physiological Facts of Brain- 
Activity. 4. The Immortality of the Race and 
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tions of Experimental Psychology. _6. The Eth- 
ical and Re gious Aspoots af Soul-Life. 
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SEEKER, ha er kind (Tea or Sugar) Spoon 
wl, 500. ae 


gilt bo 
‘Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


NTS Terms Easy. 


Pi five years’ experience. Examinations and Re- 
ports free, Prompt attention, Send Drawing and de 
Seription to L. Baaaer & Co.. Atty’s. Washington. D 


OBTAINED. 
ES 


Christianity a Fiction. 


By DR. J. H. MENDENHALL. 
THE 


Astronomical and Astrologic- 
al Origin of all Religions. 


Explanatory notes compiled and arranged by 
the late Jonathan M. Roberts. Price, 50 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


BIBLE MORALS. 


Twenty Orimes and Vices 
Sanctioned by Scripture. 
Ry J. E. REMSBURG. Price, 25 cents. 


THE 


y“Otto Wettstein” WATCH. 


Perfected, new model, 16 jewels. full adjusted 
to heat, cold, and position. beautiful double sunk 
dial, and all modern improvements; guaranteed 
a perfect timer. Price, in silverine dust-proof 
cases, $17; 4-ounce coin silver, $23. In best filled 
gold casa A ee dust-proof, $26; hinged 

$20; hunting, $80 to $85; 14 carat, 
solid gold, at to $150. Nickel works, $2 more. 
Grade American Watches.— 
gilvorine case, 7 jewels, $6; 11 jewels, $750; 15 
jewels, 89; ditto, adjusted, 11; ditto, 17 jewels, 
#15. in finer cares, add as above. 
Ladice? ? American Gold Watches.—A}l 
latest styles.in plush cases; best filled, 7 jewels 
$14; 11 Jewels, $15.60; 15 jewels, #20; 14 carat solid 
old, $10 more. Heavier, ar elaborate, and 
iamond-set cases, from $5 to $100 more. 

All watches sent with ARA guarantee, kept 
in order 1 year, and after that time cleaned for $1 
and returned free. 

Sundries.- Lower grade nickel watches, $5. 
$4, and $8. Best spectacles, $1; best razor, $2; 
best triple-plated teaspoons, $1. 80; table spoons, 

3.60; knives, $1.75; forks, $1.75; all for sets of 6. 

olid silver spoons, $1.50 per ounce; solid silver 
souvenir spoons, $1, $1.25, $1.50. NAA to 83. 

Tne Colonel Ingerso BT ‘ea, $2.50; orange, 
$2.75; sugar, $3; gilt bowls, 50 cents more. 
Etched, (teas only): 

“The Time to be Happy ts Now,” 
50 cents extra. 

he Torch of Reason Badge, solid gold, 
enameled in 5 colors, small pins, $2, $2.75, and 

3.50. With diamonds, %5, $8. perro, 88, $4, $15. 

harms, $5, $6, $7.50, $10, #15, $20, #80. 

Diamonds. 20 per cent. below market price. 
Send for price lists. cards in colors and gold of 
badge, tracts, etc., free. All goods prepaid (ex- 
cept knives and fork 8) and cash refunded at op- 
tion. Watch clerned $1, an returned free. 

OTTO WETTSTELN. Rochelle, Ill. 
aoe .—The “Ingersoll” free with every $20 
order. 
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THE NOTED SPECIALIST, 
For Men Only, 

Is a physician of a wide and extensive practice, 
and his remedies are of the best. The Doctor 
treats all those peculiar diseases of young and 
middle-aged men, as the result of youthful errors 
and excessen, causing Early Decay, Loss of Man- 


hood, Wastin ng Disc arses, „Varicocele, Mental 
and. oo Debility, Idi ocy, Insanity, and 


#0 bcs afflicted and who are desirous of being 
cured a boox!e4 of some 88 pages mi be sent to 
their adaress for ten cents, sealed lain 
envelope, giving euses and oy mptoma of the 
Complaint and & a desoription of the Doctor’s im- 

ortant medical dis Savery. an Outward Applica. 

ionea positive cure—the only remedy of the 

kind in existence—with evidences of success. 
dress, DR. R. P. FELLOWS, 
Vineland, N. J., 

And q gay JOU you saw this advertisement in Tar 


Dr. Fellows is an Infidel, 


in a 
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DID ZEKE HAV DELIRIUM TREMENS ?—See Ezekiel, chap. i, 


THE RESURRECTION OF JESU 


AN AGNOSTIC’S VIEW. 


Contents: The Christian Dogma of Salvation; The Christian’s Belief; Why Was 


the Resurrection a Secret Affair? The Age of a Story Does Not Prove Its Truth; 


Pilute’s Attempt to Save the Life of Jesus; Christ Before Herod; A New Indictment 


Against Jesus; Were the Guards Hired by the Priests? Pilate’s Motive for Secreting 


` the Bod_; Matthew's Account of the Resurrection; Why the Angel Sat on the Stone; , 


, Mary’s Visit; Angels; Renan’s Theory; The Disciples Were Deceived; The Identifica- 


tion: The Ascension; Why Did Jesus Disappear? Other Strange Phenomena; The 


Chief Priests Did Not Believe in Resurrection; What Became of the Roman Guards? 


The Origin of the Story; St. Paul's Account; St. Pauls Conversion; A Modern 


Example; ‘The Roman Governors and the Resurrection Story; The Testimony of 


Contemporaneous Writers; Miracle-Workers; Is the Resurrection Well Attested? 


Inspiration; Conclusion. 


. Price, cloth, 75 cents; paper, 40 cents. 


Addres 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York City. 


“A Digest of Science.” 


THE DYNAMIC THEORY OF LIFE AND MIND: 


An attempt to show that all Organic Beings are both Con- 
structed and Operated by the Dynamic Agencies 
of their respective Environments. 


By JAMES B. ALEXANDER. 


Over 400 illustrations, 87 chapters, 7,067 pages, and a 3-column index of 11 pages. 
Price, express prepaid by us, only 82.75. 


This work endeavors to embrace the field covered by thousands of books, such as those of the 
“ Humboldt Library of Science,” the ‘ International Scientific Series,” etc., by bringing together, in 
simple and direct form, with proper correspondence between them, all of the known factors con- 
tributing toward the origin and evolution of organic beings. 


Do you wish to ve well informed? 


THEN READ A CHAPTER OR VERSE DAILY FROM THIS BIBLE OF 


SCIENCE! 


Tt is entertaining as well as enlightenin, 
—i. e., appreciate the worth of the Universal 


and will lead you to “ worth-ship ” (worship) nature 
other. 


You must own this book some day: why not NOW? 


Address 


Pyramid of Gizeh. 


Ancient Egyptian Civilization and Hebrew Nar. 
rative in Genesis and Exodus. 
By Van Boren Dexstow, LL.D. Price, 15 cents 


THOMAS PAINE; 
WAS HE JUNIUS? 


By W. H. BURR, 


Second edition, enlarged to, 8 pages; with the 


ii f Paine. Price, 10 cents. 
best engraved oe Ht TRUTH SEEKER. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Is Controversy Dangerous? 


By W. F. JAMIESON. 


This little book goes down to the very bed- 
rock of human liberty. 
Price, - à - £ 


Address 


25 cents. 
-THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Essay on Miracles. 


' By DAVID HUME, 
Prien © > © © Woenks. 
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S RELIGION NOT HISTORY. 


Examination of the Morals and History 
of the New Testament. 
By ProF. F. W. NEWMAN. Price 2 sents. 


THE SABBATH. 


4 Thorough Examination and Ref- 
utation of the Claims of the 
l abbatarians, 
20 cents, 


The most bewildering illusion dise 
covered ìn thiscentury! A very stron 
puree of the finest uressed kid strong]. 
sewed and beautifully embroidered. 
(Regulargoods of equal quality gel) for 
boc. to tõe.) Comprises a povketa, which 
we GUARANTEE no one can open in 8 
hours without knowing the secret. It 
has baffled all experts in puzzledom. 
A great novelty, 8 wonderful mystery 
anda usetul article, all in one. Your 
money and secrets are safe inside this 
purse! Satisfaction Guaranteed, 
Sample with secretin seated envelope post paid With Ca-alogue 
of 1000 useful articles, 25e: 3 for Ee; 6 for $1.00, $1.80 Doz. 
E. H. INGERSOLL & BRO, 65 Cortlandt st», Ns I» 
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Spiritualism Sustained, 


FIVE LECTURES. 
By John R. Kelso, A.M. 
12mo, cloth. $1.00., 


Priestly Celibacy Exposed, 


By BEV. G. T. Fox, M.A. 
Price, 15 sents. Address this office. 


MEDICAL. 


- If you need a medicine pay attention to some- 
thing which will cure you. It is known as 


The Water of Life, 


and is adapted to curing, more especially, all 
forms of Stomach, Liver. Kidney, and Bladder 
troubles. By injecting this water it will heal all 
sorts of inflammations of theinternal organs,such 
cases as Piles, Typhoid and other fevers, Bowel 
diseases, Uterine and other forms of Female 
Complaints. Itis a Blood Purifier, and is an ex- 
cellent remedy for Catarrh and Lung and Throat 
inflammations. It will heal the nerves, restorin: 
lost vigor of mind. and body. creating a zood 
appetite and producing sound sleep. It arts 
steadily upon the urine, cleansing the blood by 
means of the kidneys, and acts mildly upon the 
bowels, thereby producing bodil habita which 
are so essential to good health. This 


Water of Life 


is sold absolutely pure, as it is pumped from 
the spring, without the addition of any drug 
whatever. Itis Nature's Remedy, pure and sim- 
ple, and nota manufactured article. The uccess 
3t has achieved has come mostly from its friends 
who hav been cured by using it. Send for a 
pamphlet free, containing photo-engraved let- 
ters and recommendations from those who have 
used it, giving a forty-page history and all par- 
ticnlars about this remarkable water, to 


J. R. PERRY, Manager, 
34 South Main Street, Wilkesbarre, Pa, 


WIZARDS MAGIC PURSE, 
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Jews of the Deck. 


An attempt was made by some per- 
son unknown to burn all the churches in 
Dover, N. H. 


A FINE monument to Abraham Lincoln, 
bearing his statue, has been unveiled in 
Edinburgh, Scotland. 


Ts Catholic Congress at Chicago will, 
it is said, ‘‘bring together the most 
notable gathering of ecclesiastics and lay- 
men ever seen in America.” 


Tut cholera has finally penetrated into 
England. It has likewise entered Amer- 
ica. -Cases hav appeared in Jersey 
City, N. J., a port for foreign steamers, 


Lro XIII. has made advances to the 
patriarch at Constantinople and the czar 
at St. Petersburg, who are the heads. of 
the Greek Cathelic church, with the view 
of reuniting that body to the Roman 
church. 

Wuen the Jews of Yalta, Russia, were 
ordered to leave, a mob attacked them, 
prostrating many and dragging them 
through the streets, and killing several. 
Meanwhile the Greek Catholic clergy held 
up their crucifixes to encourage the assail- 
ants. 


FRANk Lewis, an ex-agent of Rev. Dr. 
Parkhurst’s society, has been arrested at 
Cottage City, Mass., on a charge of pass- 
ing worthless checks. C. H. Gardner, the 
Parkhurst agent convicted of blackmail, is 
e in the Tombs prison awaiting another 
trial. 


For the present no retaliatory measures 
will be taken against citizens of the 
United States residing in China, and aiy 
efort will be made to protect them an 
their interests in peace and safety till the 
assembling of Congress in regular session, 
when legislation more favorable to the 
Chinese is hoped for. 


TRADE depression continues. It is not, 
however, severe. The meetings and pro- 
cessions held to manifest the distress of 
the unemployed hav been small. The cne 
at Chicago was the largest. At this, the 
police were attacked. An ensuing riot 
was averted only by getting the military, 
with artillery, in readiness, 


A NUMBER of Mohammedan religious 
pilgrims on their way to Mecca, who were 
confined temporarily in the lJazaretto at 
Tripoli, engaged in a riotous demonstra- 
tion on account of the burning of their 
clothes by the authorities in the work of 
disinfection. The military were called out 
and it was not until they had threatened 
to tire into the crowd that order was 
restored. 


Tau Roman Catholic clergy of Nica- 
ragua, Central America, is not disposed to 
-be friendly toward the provisional govern- 
ment Its opposition is being aroused by 
leaders of the conservativ party, who hope 
to. gain control by making promises to 
favor the church in the administration of 
the government. Fearing their open op- 
position, Acting President Zelaya has 
promised the priests that there shall be no 
interference with cburch affairs, and this 
may cause the clergy to be more favorable 

im, 

Ar the funeral of Mrs, Paul G. Faber at 
the German Lutheran church of Decatur, 
IL, on the 20th ult , some members of the 
G. A. R. Women’s Relief Corps and Odd 
Fellows went to the church wearing their 
badges, The Rev. G. L. Wagner, pastor 
of thechurch, peremptorily ordered that a 
badges must be taken off, or the persons 
wearing them could not enter the church. 
Daniel Moore had on G. A. R. and Odd 
Fellows’ badges. Mr. Wagner told him 
and his companions that it was against the 
principles of the church to permit the 
badges in the sanctuary. Moore replied 
with some heat that he had fought three 
years for the right to wear the G. A R. 
badge and no man could force him to take 
it off now. Mrs. Melville Hatch, of the 
Relief Corps, told Mr. Wagner that she 
would see him cremated before she would 
take off her badge. 


Coyrinuine its efforts to obtain a ter- 
mination of the extradition treaty between 
Russia and the United States, an address 
has been issued by the Russian-American 
National League to all Russians, Finns, 
Lithuanians, Hebrews, and other former 
subjects of the czar, to organize and send 
protests to Washington. ‘Declare to the 
political parties,” says the appeal, ‘‘ that 
not a single vote of a former Russian sub- 
ject now an American citizen will be cast 
for the political party which will not make 
the issue of its platform the abrogation of 
the shameful treaty with Russia. Demand 
of your Senators that they may at th- next 
session of Congress insist that notice of 
termination of the treaty be given, pur- 
suant to the provision therein. This 
iniquiteus and cisgraceful partnership 
with despotism must be dissolved at once; 
sons of a country born of revolution shall 
not offer aid to a tyrant.” 
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Darwin and After Darwin. 


An Exposition of the Darwinian Theory. 
By Grorce J, ROMANES, 


A systematic Exposition of what may be termed 
the Darwinism of Darwin, and intended to be of 
service to the general reader rather than to pro- 
fessed naturalists. 

_ Mr. Romanes is well known as one of the most 
interesting of English writers upon evolution, 
besides ranking with Professor Huxley in scien- 
tific knowledge and ability. And this is a part of 
his conclusion regarding the great subject of 
Design, to which the church so often refers: 
"Thus whether we look to the facts of adapta- 
tion or to those of beauty, everywhere through- 
out. organic nature we meet with abundant 
evidence of natural causation, while nowhere do 
we meet with any independent evidence of 
supernatural design. |. - Adaptation and 
beauty are alike receiving their explanation at 
the hands of a purely mechanical philosophy. . - 
All nature has thus been transformed before the 
view of the present generation in & manner and 
‘to an extent that has never before been, possible; 
and inasmuch as the change which has taken 
place has taken place in the direction of natural- 
ism, and this to the extent of rendering the 
mechanical interpretation of nature universal, it 
is no wonder if the religious mind has suddenly 
awakened to a new, and a terrible force in the 
words of its traditional enemy—W here is now 
thy Godt’ K 
ustrated. Price, cloth, $2. 
Address, THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


BOOKS BY 
PROF. FELIX L. OSWALD. 


The Bible of Nature: A Contribution 
to the Religion of the Future. Cloth. $1. |. 
The Secret of the East; or, The Origin 
of the Christian Religion and the Significance 
of its Rise and Decline. Cloth, $1. 

Physical Education ; or, The Health-Lawa 
of Nature. Cloth, $1. 

Household Remedies for the Prevalent 
Disorders of the Human Organism. Cloth, 81. 

Zoological Sketches: A Contribution to 
the Outdoor study of Natural History. Illus- 
trated by H. Faber. Cloth ar 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette place, New York. 


Old Testament Stories 
Comically Illustrated. 


iT WILL 
IT WILL 


CORNER 
THE 
PARSON. 


MAKE YOU 


LAUGH. 


Z 
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By WATSON HESTON. 


The Stories Humorously Told—And Hard Facts 
Civen Concerning the Origin and Authenticity of the 
Old Testament—A Page of Text to Each Picture. 


Full~Page 
Pictures. 


400 Pages. 2 00 


Jephthah and His Human Saertfree. 
Samson the Strong, 

Ruth and Boaz, 

Unstable as Water, God Shall Not Excel, 
David, God's Favorite, t 
Some Stories from the Book of Kings, 
Isaac and His “ Sister,” Adventures of the Prophets, 

One of Twins, Jonah the Truthful Sailor. 


Boards, illuminated covers, $1; cloth, gilt side stamp, $1.50. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO, — 


CONTENTS: 


Jacob and Esau, 

Joseph the Man of Dreams, 

Holy Moses, 

Balaam the Diviner, 

Bloody Joshua, 

The Campaign of Deborah and Barak 
Against Jabin and Sisera, 

General Gideon, 


Sustaining a Theory, 

Some Giants, 

The Adventures and Work ef Noah, 
A Hunting Anecdote, 

Abraham, Christ's Great Ancestor, 
A Queer Family, 


578 
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New Publications. | New Publications. 


RELICION A CURSE, 
RELIGION A DISEASE, 
RELICION A LIE. 


By Samuel P. Putnam. 


Dedtcatea to the American Congress, of 1892, which for the sake oJ Region, Stabbea Liberty 
to the Heart. 


A work burning with indignation inspired by the Congressional act closing the World’s Fair 
on Sunday—an act which practically united the government and the Christian charch. 


To which is added Mr. Putnam’s address delivered before the Columbian 
Exposition Committee of the House of Representatives against Sunday closing. 


Also the following Essays and Poems by Mr. Putnam, which have never before been put in 
book form: Orthodoxy; Freethought; Man, Not God (written fora Paine anniversary); The Statue 
of Liberty and Thomas Paine; a poem written for the openin exercises of the Silverton, Ore., Free- 
thought Hall; Death and Life; The Golden Age; Shut the Door (a po:m on the closing of the 
Centennial Exposition in Philadelphia, in 1876). . . 

_ The main essayin this work is one of the strongest arraignments ever made of the religion 
which cramps and fetters the minds of the people of this country. It should be distributed widely. 
It has been commended in the highest terms as it appeared in THE TRUTH SEEKER and we hope every 
reader will buy a copy to lend his neighbor and arouse thought. 


Price 2% cents; Five coptes for $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York City. 


. DESIGN ARGUMENT FALLACIES, 


A Refutation of the Argument That Nature Exhibits 
Marks of Having Been Designed by 
an Intelligent Being. 


SYNOPSIS: 


I, The Design Argument Vitiates Itself By Necessitating an Infinite Series of Designers. 
I. If There Were a Designer He Could Not Be Beneficent. . 
III. If There Were One He Could Not Be Wise, for . 
His Processes Are É: regiously Slow, 
They Are Egregionsly Wasteful, 
They Often Serve No Use, 
. They Have Produced Faulty Mechanisms. 
IV. What Is Called Design Is Only Subserviency; and the Watch Argument Is Illegitimate. 
V. What Actually Did Cause So-Called Design. 
VI. Astronomy and Design. 
- The Argument of a First Cause. 


Embracing a Succinct Exposition of Evolution and a Sketch of Astronomy. 


BY THE EDITOR OF THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


PAN 


THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 28 Lafayette Place, N. Y. 


Price 15 cents. Address 


Remsbure’s Book on ‘Lincoln Now Ready. 


ABRAHAM 
LINCOLN: 


WAS HE A CHRISTIAN? 


By John E. Remsburg. 


One of the most noted controversies of the century has been waged over the question of 
Abraham Lincoln's religious belief. Soon after the remains of America’s most illustrious son were 
laid to rest at Springfield, one of his biographers, Dr. Holland. put forward the claim thet he was a 
Christian. The claim was promptly denied by the dead statesman’s friends, but only to be renewed 
again, and again denied. And thus for a quarter of a century the question of Lincoln’s belief has 
been tossed like a battledore from side to side. , i , 

For fifteen years Mr. Remsburg has been collecting material for his work. He presents an 
array of testimony that is irresistible and overwhelming, and which must Prt this question at rest 
forever. In addition to the testimony of twenty witnesses who claim that Lincoln was a Christian, 
and which is reviewed and refuted, he adduces the testimony of more than a hundred witnesses in 
proof of the claim that Lincoln was not a Christian. These witnesses include his wife and other 
relatives; his three law partners; his private secretaries; members of his cabinet; his principal 
biographers, and scores of his most intimate friends. 


NOTED WITNESSES. 


Hon. W. H. Herndon, Col. Ward H. Lamon. Hon. John T. Stuart, Col. James H. Matheny, Col. 
John G. Nicolay, Judge David Davis, Col Jesse W. Fell, Hon. Leonard Swett, Dr. William Jayne, 
Judge Stephen T. Logan, Joshua F. Speed. Hon. Jesse K. Dubois, Hon. Joseph Gillespie, Dr. C. H. 
Ray, Col. F. S. Rutherford, Judge Robert Leachman. Col. R. G_Ingersoll, Leonard W. Volk, Joseph 
Jefferson, Hon. #. B. Washburne, Hon. E. M. Haines, Hon. James Tuttle, Hon. M. B. Field, Hon. 
Geo. W. Julian, Hon. John B. Alley, Hon, Hugh McCulloch, Gen. M_M. Trumbull Rev. David 
gwing, Rev. Robert Collyer, Judge Jesse W. Weik, Hon. J. P. Usher, Hon. Geo. 8. Boutwell, Hon. 
Wm. D. Kelley, Salmon P. Chase, Wm. H. Seward, Hon. John Covode, Hon. A. J. Grover, Bon. W. H. 
T. Wakefield, Gen. D. W. Wilder, Judge Aaron Goodrich, Judge James M. Nelson, Rev. Edward 
Eggleston, Rev. John W. Chadwick, Donn Piatt, H. K. Magie, Dennis F. Hanks, Mrs. Sarah Lincoln, 

8. Mary Lincoln. g , 
„The foregoing and sixty other reputable witnesses testify that the greatest man born on this 
continent was a Freethinker. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


MY RELIGIOUS EXPE- 
| RIENCE, 


Being the story of his religious life and mental 
lourneyings. Written in his happiest and most 
rilliant way, and is the best of all his splendid 

works, Price, 2 cents. Address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 


COSMIAN HYMN-BOOK. 


—o—— 
A COLLECTION OF 


ORIGINAL AND SELECTED HYMNS 


R 
Liberal and Bthical Societies, |. 
for Schools and 
the Home. 
—With Musio Written to All the Songs.— 


ComPILED BY L. K. WASHBURN. 
free, $1.80, Hor sale at THIS OFFICE, 


By S. P. Putnam. 


New Publications. | New Publications. 


PEN PICTURES OF THE WORLD'S FAIR, 


By SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 


A Full Description of the Fair, Invaluable as a Guide-Book and still more Inval- 

uable to those who cannot attend. It tells WHAT TO SEE and WHERE TO SEE IT; 

ives rates of admission to the various attractions of the Fair and cost of living in 
Chicago, with other useful information to the visitor. ; 

It is, besides being a complete Guide-Book, the best description of the Fair yet 
given—poetic, beautiful, accurate. It describes the inauguration ceremonies, gives 
the director-general’s address, the efforts to close the Fair Sundays and the triumph 
of the Sunday-openers; describes the various buildings and what they contain, and is, 
all in all, the very best picture of the Fair that can be painted with a pen. 


ILLUSTRATED. 
A MAP OF JACKSON PARK, enabling the visitor to make his way around, 
and the stay-at-home to see where he went. 


A BIRD’S-EYE VIEW OF THE FAIR, enabling one to comprehend at a 
glance the magnitude of the Exposition, the greatest ever known to the present time. 


PICTURES OF ALL THE PRINCIPAL BUILDINGS: 


Woman’s Building. Art Palace. Fisheries Building. 

Administration Building. Manufactures and Liberal Agricultural Building. 

Electrical Building. Arts Building. | ; Transportation Building. 

Machinery Hall. Mines and Mining Building. Horticultural Building. 
Forestry Building. i 


A visitor to the Fair says of this book—reading it in Tan Trura SeeKeER—that 
it is charming and to one who has seen the Fair vastly entertaining. 


/ 


Single copy, 25 cents. Five copies for $1. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


A New Book by Helen H. Gardener. 


FACTS AND FICTIONS OF LIFE. 


CONTENTS. 
Preface. And Sex in Brain. . 
The Fictions of Fiction. Heredity in Its Relations to a Double Standard of 
Day in Court. j _ Morals. . 
Thrown in With the City’s Dead. Divorce and the Proposed National Law. 
An Irresponsible Educated Class. awsuit or Legacy. 


The Moral Responsibility of Woman in Heredity. | Common Sense in Surgery. 
Woman as an Annex. 


At ‘he Woman’s Congress at Chicago Helen Gardener delivered as an address one of the chap- 
ters of tws boon. The Chicago Times said of it and her: “ But toe last address, dealing with the 
most delicate of the problems of reform, clear, unhesitant, modest, bus uncompromising, was lis- 
tened to with breathless interest by the audience. It was ‘Heredity in Its Relation to a Double 
Standard of Morals,’ and it was delivered by the one woman of all others best qualified to speak 
upon that subject—Helen Gardener. Petite, graceful, eloquent with the burden of her thought, 
Miss Gardener enchained every auditor, and when she had finished received a perfect ovation, which 
her courage and devotion had so worthily won. The evening session was highly intere ting, but 
that of the morning will be set down on the tablet of the memory of those present as one of the dis- 
tinctivly great features of the week’s congress.” 


Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


EVERY Woman Ought to Read It. Every LIBERAL Woman 
and Man Will Want It. 


WOMAN, CHURCH, AND. STATE. 


By Matilda Joslyn Gage. 


This is Mrs. Gage’s latest and crowning work. It is THE book to show how 
the church has enslaved woman and kept and keeps her in an inferior position. A 
glance at its contents will show this: i 


The firat chapter—tbe Matriarchate—shows that under the old civilizations woman had great 
freedom, but that the tendeneyot Christianity from the first was to restrict her liberty. In this 
chapter Mrs. Gage claims thatto the Matriarchate—or Mother-rule—the world is indebted for its 
first conception of inherent rig hts . 3 , $ : 

Chapter II deals with the theological dogmas of original sin a~d‘celibacy. Woman, by the 
church, was not regarded as a human being; marriage was looked upon as vile; wives were sold 
as siay 8; women driven t> suicide; the influence of the church wa: unfavorable to virtue. The 
celibayy of the cl rgy produced « egrading sensuality, and woman was the victim of these brutes. 

_ Chapter III is on ‘I'he Canon Law, showing how tha church controled woman by making the 
legitimacy of marriage dep.nd upon iti own control of the ceremony. Ancient civilization gaye 
place to Christi n barbarism, the c ergy became a distinct body—at once a“ holy” and an unholy 
caste. Learn:ng ws prohibited to women, husbancs prohibited from leaving th m more than one- 
‘hird of their property; daughters cou d be disinherited, sons could not. The Reformation effected 
no change. : 

_ „Chapter [V—Marquet'e—is oa Feudalism and its degradation of women, the rights of “lords 
spiritual the immorality of the heads of the church, baptism of nude women in the early Christian 
church. It also deals with some of the later-day abuses of females, like our Northwestern pineries, 
the English debaucheries, governmental crine-makers,etc. | i 

Chapter V—Witchcraft. In the days : f this phase of religious insanity Mrs Gage shows how the 
possession of eve a little learning wa; sufficient cause to suspect a woman of witchcraft, that to keep 
a pet was dangerous, so rabid were the cler» y not to suffer «, witch t> liv. This perse ution for 
witchcraft was a continuan‘e of the church’s policyfor obtaining un versal dominion over mankina. 
Women physicians of the Middle Ages were persecuted, and the “ Pilgrim Fathers ” continued it in 
America. The first synod convened in America was to try a woman for heresy, and others were 
stripped and whipped for not agreeing with the clergy. . 

The chapter on “ Wives” shows how the disrnption of the Roman empire was unfavorable to the 
personal and proprietary rights of woman—ttat the sale of daughters was practiced in England 
seven hundred years after it was Christianized—that the practico of buying wives was regulated by 
law—that women were not permitted to read the Bible—that they were not admitted as witnesses— 
that civil mar iagons opposed by the church. i E 

In Caapter VII is showa how polygamy was, sustained by the Christian church, that the first 
synod of the Keformation convened to sanction this institution. that Luther and the other * prin- 
cipal reformers” favored it, as weil as the American Board of Foreign Missions. The Mormon the- 
ocracy is shown to be similar to that of other Christian sects., , 5 A 

In the iast three chapters Mrs. Gage treats of the opposition of the church to the amelioration 
of woman’s sufferings as interference with, her ‘'curse,’ of woman’s degradation by the church to 
labors unfit for slaves, of woman’s ‘‘ inferiority,” as taught by the church to-day, and of how little 
value Christianity has been and is to civilization. 


The work is a burning protest against the tremendous wrong done woman by 
the church, which controled the state. Itis also extremely valuable as history. No 
woman, it seems to us, can read it and remain a supporter of the religious institution 
which has crushed her individuality, her mentality, and degraded her person. To the 
ee cause it opens an Age of Reason. It ought to be widely read for the good it 

ill do. 


in cloth, $2; in half-leather binding, $8, Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


A Journal of Freethought and Reform. 


a a a a ew se 
Vol. 20. No. 37. {PUBLISHED WEEKLY.} New York, Saturday, September 16, 1893. f 28 LAFAYETTE PL} $3.00 Per Year. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


FOUNDED BY D. M. BENNETT. 


E. M. MaoponarD, - - - - - Editor and Manager. 
28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, NEW YORK. 2 


SATURDAY, - - - - SEPTEMBER 16, 1893. 


SUBSCRIPTION RATES: 


Single subscription, in advanee.........0...cewesseccssmecensce $3 00 

One subscription two years, in AdVANCE........ cece aeeeceeees 

Two now SUDSCTIDOLS........... 0. reece cece eces ace ceetecetececes 5 00 

One subscription with one newsubscriber, in one remittance. 5 00 
- One subscription with two new subscribers, in one remit- 


Any number over five at the same rate, invariably with one 
. remittance. 


Money should de sent by express company’s money order, 
postal order, draft on New York, or by registered letter. 
Address communications and make drafts, checks, post-ofice 
and express money orders payable to E. M. MACDONALD, 

28 Lafayette place, New York. 


SPECIAL NOTICE.—_We shall be obliged to our 
readers if they will send us the name and address of 
any Freethinker who is not a regular subscriber. 


Sunday Opening Entails No Added Work. 

The churchmen say that Sunday opening of the 
museums, libraries, and art galleries would occasion 
more labor. But it would seem from the experience 
in England that the opposit would be the case. The 
experience there is. that the people are more orderly 
in such places than elsewhere, and require less su- 
pervision. In England, a picture gallery that has 
an attendance of two thousand in four hours requires 
only five willing attendants, whose sole labor is 
to walk about. The following from Professor Fow- 
ler, director of the London National History Mu- 
seum, is to the point: 


“I am glad to say that the majoritv of the trustees are 
in favor of opening it on Sunday afternoon, and three- 
fourths at least of the staff are also in favor of such open- 
ing. Many of them are so enthusiastic as to say they are 
willing to come and take their turn at attending even 
without remuneration. These men would not be 
expected to sweep or clean, to stuff birds, to arrange tab- 
lets, or write labels, or do any of the real work we expect 
of them on week-days; they would hav to walk to the 
museum, walk or stand about there for a few hours, and 
then walk back again. Probably, if they were not doing 
this they would be taking a walk somewhere else, so that 
they would not be working any harder than usual. And 
out of our whole staff only a few need come, so that the 
turn would only fall on each man perhaps once in every 
six or eight Sundays; and we should never ask anyone tō 
come if he had any conscientious objections.” 


Even a correspondent to the Christian World 
makes the following admission in regard to the 
London People’s Palace, which is open Sundays: 


t We looked in one Sunday to see and judge for our- 
selvs. It was 4:30 when we entered the large hall; about 
fifteen hundred were present, mostly of the better work- 
ing class and shop-assistant types. All was decorous and 
orderly. And the greatest attention was being paid to 
the various items of a thoroughly high-class and miscel- 
laneous sacred concert. The most cantankerous could 
hav found no occasion for fault-finding. . . . The 
total number of Sunday visitors is estimated at 92,927. 
In the library was found a large number of seats occu- 
pied by studious-looking men and women, while in two 
smaller rooms a score or two of lads were having a good 
time with the ‘illustrateds’ and interesting boys’ books. 
These rooms were in charge of lady volunteers. 

We looked in vain for a policeman, and on inquiry later 
found that the audience, although composed of ‘East- 
Enders,’ did not need the services of these gentlemen.” 

The English novelist, Walter Besant, writes : 

‘There is no more beautiful, no more religious sight 
in London than that of the two thousand earnest men 
and women§who gather together on the Sunday morning 
~between church and dinner, if they hav gone to church 


library on the Sunday evening. 


‘these classical studies. 


—to hear the organ recital [at the People’s Palace]. 
There is nothing which more vexes the so lof the publi- 
can than to think of these men kept away from the 
drinking-bar by sweet and holy music.’ 

Mr. Besant should hav mentioned also the other 
person whose soul is vexed. This is the clergyman. 
His soul is vexed at the people’s ‘hearing fine 
music, which delights the soul and elevates the 
sentiments. He pretends to desire the delighting 
of people’s souls and the elevation of their senti- 
ments, but that he really does not do so is shown 
by his hindering these things when they take a 
penny from his pockets. 

Mr. Besant adds: 

“Yes. Thereis one si ht more beautiful still. It is 
the sight of the two thousand people who throng the 
They are quiet; they 
enjoy warmth and light; they are in the best of com- 
pany; they are filling their minds with noble thoughts. 
Instead of this those who do not blush to sign a docu- 
ment against Sunday opening in the name of what they 
call religion, would send them out—what to do?—to 


‘tramp the streets, to find in crowded bars shelter from 


cold and rain, toswell the ranks of the fallen, and to sub- 
ject the young to temptation. In the name of religion! 
Is it possible!” - 


It is not only possible that the clergy and those 
whom they influence would do this, but it is the 
fact, the infamous, revolting fact, that they hav 
ever done it, and will try todo it to the end of time, 
for the purpose solely of averting competition with 
their trade of vending for cash silly myths and lies. 


Learn the Nature of a Thing, not Names for It. 


On the question, whether we should teach the 
languages and literature of the extinct nations of 
Greece and Rome, Christians and Freethinkers 
lean to opposit sides. Christians, in general, favor 
Freethinkers usually de- 
clare them injudicious; we hav two or three times 
so expressed ourself in these columns. 

What we need to learn in this world is the prop- 
erties of the things that surround us, and crowd 
against us from all sides, affecting us for good or 
bad. These things and their properties are so 
numerous that we need for learning them every bit 
of time that we can get. Asto names for them, 
we need a name for each, that we may indicate it 
to our fellows. But we need only one name for 
each. The English name is enough. To learn 
several names for a thing would be a waste of 
time and of brain-room. When we hav learned 
five names for an object we know no more about 
its properties than we did before. We know no 
more about how it will affect us, about how we 
should deal with it. When we hav learned the 
Greek for rheumatism, we hav learned nothing 
about how to cure that disease; but we hav con- 
sumed time in which we might hav learned some- 
thing about how to cureit. Learning the Latin term 
for democracy does not teach us whether democracy 
is good or bad, or how we should extend or limit it, 
or what measures are favorable toits maintenance; 
but it does occupy moments in which we could hav 
found out something on these matters from history, 
or observation, or meditation. 

The study of the ancient literature is somewhat 
more beneficial than that of the ancient languages. 
This may be read in translations. In it we see 
about all of the great questions of government, 
morals, and so on, looked upon differently from to- 
day. In reading it, we are in another atmosphere. 
The effect is broadening to the mind. Yet, the ex- 
act value of the thoughts therein is not great. The 
science is but guesses. The guesses are occasion- 
ally right, but they are not verified. As to the lit- 
erary, the esthetic quality of this literature, it is 


deemed by many moderns to hay heen greatly oyey- 


rated. Many are growing to think of the classics, 
as Ingersoll does of the old masters in painting, 
that they are lauded only because they are old. It 
is likely that extreme antiquity exercises an influ- 
ence of strange perversion over the judgment in the 
case of the merit of art-works as it does in the case 
of the credibility of miracles. But however this 
may be, it is at all events certain that the thing 
of the very first importance nowadays is modern 
science; and everything else, no matter what it may 
be, must come second, and receive consideration of 
ita claim for time only when the demands of the 
first hav been satisfied. 

A youth spent in learning Jewish myth-history in 
the Sunday-schoo], and an early manhood spent in 
learning the way in which two extinct peoples spoke 
three thousand years ago, too often constitute what 
passes as an educated man. 


How It Sounds in Plain Words. 

An organ of the American Protectiv Association 
prints an article headed “Instructions to True 
Catholics.” This is, a sub-title states, “ The Plat- 
form of the Papal Party as Laid Down by the 
Pope.” It givs “Orders from the Holy See.”* The 
article is signed with a column of names of the 
sound dear to the Catholic heart, such as Michael, 
Patrick, Jerome, Aloygius, and Dennis. It hag at 
first the aspect of a genuin deliverance of the 
church. But a little inspection shows it to be an 
imitation. Indeed, a note suffixed explains: “The 
essence of this document is to be found in the writ. 
ings of so called American Romish bishops and the 
letters of the pope to them.” Thus, the essence of 
it is said to be genuin, though the words hav not 
been used by papal authorities. We concur that 
the essence is genuin. We think that the article 
correctly represents, without exaggeration, the 
real sentiments of those authorities. We deem it 
useful as putting in plain words the feelings and 
designs of the Catholics, which these persons 
merely intimate. After giving “To Our Beloved 
Brethren in the Faith, Greeting,” the documént 
says that it is issued 
‘tin view of the pressing necessity for activ, earnest 
efforts on the part of all Catholics to save our Roman 
church from destruction; to preserve the income and 
privileges which we of the hierarchy hav enjoyed for a 
thousand years; to maintain the pleasure of shriving the 
masses who hav toiled and economized that we might fare 
sumptuously and wear fine linen; to continue to build 
fine churches and cathedrals as monuments to perpetuate 
our own memories; to preserve ignorance in the masses 
to insure devotion; to enable us to keep our vows of 
celibacy with the aid of the confessional.” 


This is not misrepresentation. The objects of 
the clergy in striving to preserve the church are 
those here named. They are, for one, “to preserve 
the income and privileges ” of the hierarchy. The 
object certainly is not to preserve the income and 
privileges of the populace. This populace has 
always had less income and privilege in Catholic 
ages than in non-Catholic, and less in Catholic 
countries than in non-Catholic ones. Another 
object imputed is that the clergy may “fare 
sumptuously and wear fine linen.” This is true. 
They do eat and dress much better than the people 
whose toil supports them, notwithstanding that 
they ought to be the first in exemplification of 
Christ's doctrins of self-denial. Another object of 
the church dignitaries, says this document, is that 
the people continue “to build fine churches and 
cathedrals as monuments to perpetuate ” the mem- 
ories of those dignitaries. Surely the church has 
never done anything to perpetuate the memories of 
the masses. In church monuments and annals we 
nowhere find, as we do in secular, mention of the ~ 


masses, or of men cf talent in their midst, like 
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that man can help himself to better conditions, and 
is able to know. In fact, knowing, or knowledge, 
is what science is. Again, Christianity teaches that 
events do not occur in an unseverable order, so if 
we know the one is present we may know the other 
will be, but that their succession is determined by 
the changing will of a divinity, or the prayer of a 
believer. It teaches that, given the conditions 
which we hav hitherto observed preceding death, or 
the conditions preceding a tornado, the death or 
the tornado may be made not to follow, and often 
does not follow. Science affirms that given these 
conditions the events must follow, and do always 
follow: Christianity teaches that the sun may 
pause, iron may float, men may walk on waves, 
withered arms may be restored by a word. An in- 
spection of science will show it to be composed of 
affirmations that the sun never pauses and cannot 
do so, iron never floats and cannot do so, men 
never walk on waves and cannot do so, and withered 
arms never are restored by a word and cannot be, 
and so on. Of statements of these and similar 
laws, we say, science consists wholly; if the laws 
were subject to continual infraction by supernat- 
ural agencies, science would be of no use. Thus 
the more the domain either of Christianity or of 
science is enlarged, the more the domain of the 
other is decreased. The two are mutually contra- 
dictory and hostil. In view of this, we may easily 
reckon of how much use Christianity has been in 
making scientific men. 

Dr. Darwood next declares that the first institu- 
tions of learning in this era were endowed by Chris- 
tians. Of course they were, for there were none 
but Christians then to endow them. In the present 
generation, when there are getting to be other peo- 
ple than Christians, other people than Christians 
are endowing them. That they are doing this 
abundantly, too, the little work, “Infidels and 
Charity,” shows. But the Christians who endowed 
institutions of learning did not do so as Christians. 
Whenever they felt and acted as Christians, they 
scoffed and spurned learning, as belonging to this 
evil world and the evil nature of the human being, 
and applied themselvs to devoutly contemplating 
God and aspiring to him, as the only good. When 
the sensible, natural, this-worldly part of their nat- 
ures moved, then, and only then, was it that they 
turned to these institutions. l 

The doctor of divinity then asked, “ What has In- 
fidelity done for humanity ?” We will tell. It has 
given us all that we know. Taking each of the 
sciences in- turn, it may be found that before Infidel- 
ity rose the science was grounded on texts of the 
Bible and dogmas of the church; that it was ridicu- 
lously wrong; and that. the clergy maintained its 
truthfulness, and suppressed all who disputed it, by 
persecution. It will be found that the true doc- 
trins of each science were broached in contradiction 
of the teachings of the church, in direct unfaithful- 
ness or infidelity thereto ; and that they hav obtained 
acceptance only by bitter strife against it, and as 
its power has waned and Freethought has risen. 
Or we may put this answer in other words, by 
naming some of the truths which we hav just as- 
serted Infidelity has erected in contravention of 
Christianity. It has informed us that the earth 
moves round the sun and not the sun round 
the earth; that the earth was made many 
millions and not six thousand years ago; that 
it is round instead of flat; that man has 
existed hundreds of thousands of years instead of 
six thousand; that he has ever been rising instead 
of being fallen from a former hight; that his moral 
sense is a natural growth and not a supernatural 
implantation ; that the weather is controled by nat- 
ural causes and not by evil spirits; that disease can 
be cured by medicin and cannot be cured by 
prayers and relics; that witcheraft never ex- 
isted, and that old women should not be burnt 
therefor ; that government is of the people and not 
of the Lord’s anointed ; that slavery is injurious to 
the slave and to the master, and should be extin- 
guished. These are a few of the many things that 
Infidelity to the Bible has given us in the way of 
knowing. And it has done as much more for us in 
bringing us into moral doing ; it has made us more 
tolerant, more humane, and more just. 


Stephenson, Fulton, Edison, and Darwin; but we 
meet only laudation of popes made eminent by 
their intrigues, or clergy besainted for their in- 
sanity in self-torture. Another object for which 
the clergy continually endeavor is, says this docu- 
ment in plain words, “to preserve ignorance in the 
masses to insure devotion.” ‘Truly, so it is. And 
finally, a wish of the clergy is said to be, to con- 
tinue to keep their “vows of.celibacy with the aid 
of the confessional.” That they do observe their 
vows of celibacy in a peculiar manner qualified by 
the practices of the confession, we all know, and 
know of course that they wish to keep on doing so. 

The orders are issued, says this document, ad- 
dressing the Catholics, “to remind you of your 
duty to your faith when you vote as a citizen of 
this heretical nation.” ‘There are quoted the two 
utterances of Loyola, the father of Jesuitism : 

“Let everyone persuade himself that he who livs un- 
der obedience, should be moved and directed by his su- 
perior, just as if he were corpse.” 

“That we may in all things attain the truth; that we 
not err in anything we ought ever to hold as a fixed 
principle; that what we see white to be black, if the su- 
perior authority of the church define it to be so.” 

To these is added the following from the ency- 
clical of Pope Gregory XVI. of Aug. 15, 1832: 

“If the holy church so requires, let us sacrifice our 
own opinions, our knowledge, our intelligence, the most 
sublime attainments of the human understanding.” 

Finally we are given the “ Holy Laws of Roman- 
ism.” We hav not space to comment on each of 
these separately, but who will say that the follow- 

ing are not what the Catholic ecclesiastics really 
mean in their cautious and fine-sounding phrases? 

‘1, The holy father is the supreme ruler of the world, 

` in spiritual as well as in temporal matters, especially 
where we hav the votes or power. 

‘62. Tt is the duty of all Catholics to plot and labor for 
the absolute supremacy of the pope. 

“3, Tt is the duty of all Catholics to take part in elec- 
tions, to know that ‘politics are a part of morals. Poli- 
tics are morals on the widest scale.’ They must also giv 
perfect submission and obedience of will to the church 
and the sovereign pontiff, as to God himself; they must 
remember that they are to acknowledge no civil superior 
before the holy father, that in their political work ‘they 
must always and in the first place serve the interests of 
Catholicism. 

“4, We are opposed to any system of schools that 
teaches the youth more than Roman catechism, or that 
teaches the young to think—it is unnecessary, a waste of 
time and money, when the holy father has been appointed 
by God, especially at the Vatican council in 1870, to do 
the thinking of this world. Therefore we call upon our 
subjects to do all they can to break down and destroy the 
free public schools of this Protestant nation, which has 
compelled us to set up and maintain at great expense 
parochial schools to defend our faith, thus lessening the 
incomes of the clergy. . . . 

‘68, We hav learned with regret that there are some 
Catholics who are possessed with the insane idea that their 
children can get a better education in the godless public 
schools than in the parochial schools. These insane 
apostates must be taught by their father confessors that 
they cannot disobey the holy church with impunity. In 
such cases the confessor of such Catholics must deny to 
them the sacraments and impose a severe penance, order 
a liberal alms, which the confessor will giv as he may 
deem best.” 

Plain speech makes a big difference. A thing 
that passes challenge in elevated phrase and covert 
intimation, may at once start indignation when pre- 
sented in words open and direct. 

No one can truthfully maintain that the above is 
not a true representation of the designs of the 


Catholic church. 


Sg 
A Preacher’s Misassertions. 

A subscriber asks us to comment a little on a 
-sermon of Rev. Mr. Darwood, D.D. This was 
preached at St. Paul’s Methodist-Episcopal church, 
Middletown, New York. The title was “The Critic 
As He Appears Under the Searchlight of Truth.’, 
The critic whom Mr. Darwood professes to turn the 
searchlight upon is the Freethought critic. This 
personage he slanders venomously. That part of 
his sermon which is not libel consists of misrea- 
soned efforts to confute the critic’s allegations. 

The libels are beneath notice. As to the de 
fenses against the critic’s animadversions, one is, 
that “ Christianity has made all the scientific men.” 

We will say something to this. Christianity lays 
stress upon the assertion that man is helpless, un- 
able to know. Science proceeds on the assumption 


The Outcome of the Congress. 


Two weeks ago Mr. Putnam was induced by a 
few correspondents to ask in these columns what 
the International Congress should do. We suppose 
they meant what practical work should be under- 
taken? It is pretiy well settled by the program 
what the Congress will do. And we do not imagin 
that beyond the program there is any plan out- 
lined. 

Mr. Putnam’s suggestions are that the Liberals 
of the country make united eftort to increase the 
circulation of the Freethought papers, to found a 
university, to start a summer school of philosophy, 
to push for legislativ action upon three points of 
our demands— church taxation, abolition of Sunday 
laws, secularization of public schools. 


To these the Investigator this week adds another. 
Mr. Washburn says: “We must recognize that 
Christianity as a religious faith is back of every re- 
ligious evil which we are trying to correct, and it 
seems to us to be the shortest and surest way to 
reformation to destroy the faith in which these evils 
flourish. It may be urged that some Christians are 
already convinced of the justice of our demands, 
and that we may more quickly secure victory by not 
antagonizing these auxiliaries. We do not believe 
in floating any banner that has not all of our stars 
and stripes upon it. As a body of unbelievers, we 
are opposed to the Christian faith. Our enemies— 
those who are striving for Sunday slavery, for re- 
ligious instruction in the schools, and for the con- 
tinuance of the injustice of exemption of church 
property from taxation—are Christians, and we see 
no good reason why we should deny the fact or 
why we should not emphasize it in every way within 
our power. We believe that Christianity is false, 
and that this pestilent superstition should be driven 
off the earth. It has cursed the world ever since 
its advent, and it is to-day the greatest foe of re- 
ligious and political justice. We are in favor of 
having the strongest words possible used against 
the Christian religion. We can do but little in a 
political contest until the people are emancipated 
from the church. Our first work, and the most im- 
portant, is to attack Christianity; attack it from 
every point possible; show up the falseness and 
foolishness of its doctrins, the hypocrisy of its ad- 
herents, and rescue the world from the authority of 
priest and minister. We hope, whatever else the 
Congress does, that it will declare itself Anti- 
christian.” 

We agree with all of these as in themselvs good 
things. Their practicability is altogether another 
matter. For instance, we do not believe that the 
millions necessary to found a university can be 
raised. The summer school of philosophy seems at 
present unattainable. The other suggestions, how- 
ever, are practicable, and can be utilized by every- 
body. Certainly the Freethought journals should 
be more enthusiastically supported, for Mr. Putnam 
rightly says that without them little can be accom- 
plished. This Congress itself could never be held 
without these channels of communication between 
Freethinkers. There should be no hesitancy then, 
on this point. 

After the Congress has declared itself opposed to 
Christian superstition and domination it should 
pledge itself—and this pledge should mean some. 
thing, and not be forgotten when the pledgers get 
home—to support by deed and purse every effort 
made to push for legislativ action upon the three 
Demands which are uppermost in the public mind 
at this time—church taxation, secularization of our 
public schools, and abolition of Sunday laws. The 
controversy over the Sunday opening of the World’s 
Fair has prepared the way for the last. The ef- 
forts of the Catholics make the second of supreme 
importance, and the pecuniary burdens laid upon 
citizens by the tax assessors easily force the first 
to the front. 

The exact steps to be taken in these matters can 
not of course be determined in any set manner. 
They must develop. Occasions must be improved, 
opportunities grasped, work be done in a quiet or 
public manner as is most likely to accomplish. 
results. Mr. Putnam did good work publicly in 
California and Washington; Captain Adams did 
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wonderfully well in a quiet way in his Canadian prov- 
ince. Both ways are useful, both can be tried. 
Which shall be used must be left to the judgment 
of the individuals doing the work. The thing for 
the Congress to do in the matter is to pledge itself 
—and not forget its pledges—to back up these 
efforts in any and every state, and in all ways, 
where made. No money should be wasted on un- 
important detail work. Let it all go to the work of 
defeating the enemy. $ 

If the Congress does this, and livs up to its de- 
clarations, it will be the most important gathering 
of Freethinkers ever held in this country. The 
time is ripe, and ripening still, for every effort the 
church makes demands a counter effort from the 
Liberals. So let the Liberals say to their leaders, 
go ahead and do this work and we will back you 
up. If said heartily and the pledge kept, there is 
common sense and energy sufficient among the 
talkers and writers to keep the church bigots danc- 
ing on hot gridirons about all the time. At any 
rate they will know they hav had a fight, and be a 
little cautious ‘in consequence. 


Agents Wanted. 

We believe that not only can good be done but 
money made by any Liberal who will canvass for 
our book “Old Testament Stories Comically Dlus. 
trated.” In fact we know one man who worked at 
it but a few hours weekly and sold nearly fifty 
copies in a month. The price is low; everybody 
knows the Old Testament stories, and nearly every- 
body would like a book applying nineteenth-cent- 
ury wit and knowledge to them. People like to 
laugh. Reverence for the Old Testament tales has 
largely disappeared and jokes at the expense of 
Jonah and Joseph and Esau and Samson and David, 
and the other worthies of unsavory reputation, are 
keenly appreciated. It seems to us that the book 
will sell at sight. It does here in the store. 
Liberals out of employment will find this a good 
way to make an honest dollar. 


Terms to agents sent upon application. 
ey 


Freethinkers, Attention. 


The headquarters of the Freethought Federation 
until October 1st will be 17 South Curtis street, 
Chicago. Please send all communications for 
Samuel P. Putnam, president, or John R. Charles- 
worth, secretary, to this place. All Liberal visitors 
are cordially welcome. Call if possible between 9 
and 12 in the morning. Liberal papers and publi- 
cations will be for sale at this office and also at 
Henchel’s Academy, 517 W. Madison street, during 
September and until after Congress. Liberal meet- 
ings every Sunday evening during September, and 
International Congress from October 1st to Octo- 
ber 8th, at Henchel’s Academy. 

————— 

The late Charles Bradlaugh’s journal, the Na- 
tional Reformer, announces that after October 1st 
it will suspend publication. Lack of adequate sup- 
port is the cause assigned. The editors, however, 
hope to make a monthly magazine, te be called the 
Free Review, self-sustaining. Mr. Foote’s paper, 
the London Freethinker, has been forced to double 
its price in order to make both ends meet finan- 
cially. : 


A correspondent directs notice to a Freethought 
lecture at Lawrence, Kansas, that pleased him 
greatly. It was by Thomas Dickson, of the Kan- 
sas bar. Among the thoughts it contained was 
that every man has a brain whose function is the 
production of thought, and the conclusions of hon- 
est thinking ought never to be charged as sins, 
however much opposed to so-called fundamental 
truths. There is, said Mr. Dickson, a diversity in 
nature, every brain having an identity of its own, 
and when one man robs another of this identity, or 
dwarfs the mind of a child with theories he himself 
cannot demonstrate, he commits a crime against 
nature. The greatest property a man can enjoy is 
an absolute title to the elements which constitute 
himself. Investigation generally precedes man’s 
belief in all things except religion, and had the 
same time and energy that has been wasted in de- 
fense of the conceptions of the primitiv man been 


devoted to investigating nature, man would be far 
above his present development. Man has been a 
standard by which all things hav been measured. 
That belief is the result of evidence, and not an ar- 
bitrary act of the mind, was shown by numerous il- 
lustrations. Every man is endowed by nature with 
reason, and that itis a better guide than all the 
revelations ever made unto the sons of man, and 
that the intellects of the present century hav more 
real information as regards nature than was pos- 
sessed by all the gods that ever lived on Mount 
Olympus. Mr. Dickson said that Christ made many 
mistakes as a teacher of pure philosophy, and that 
he seemed to havin his heart an utter disregard for 
every institution erected on the virtues of man. 


A Catholic priest of New York city having praised 
the charities of his church, a Protestant doctor of 
divinity writes to the Herald some things about 
those charities. These we are glad to hear, and to 
hav the public hear. We are pleased to hav the 
rogues take turn at exposing one another. The 
first thing is, that of the persons requiring charita- 
ble assistance seventy-seven per cent are Catholic. 
This does not speak well for the capacity of the 
Catholic church to instill-the moral virtues of fore- 
sight and providence into its following. Next the 
Protestant doctor proclaims the truth, so often 
stated by us, that the Roman Catholic church has a 
great many schools where poor children of all de- 
nominations are taken in, with the hope of making 
them Roman Catholics, but they hav no charitable 
institutions where adults of all denominations aré 
received, showing that her object is proselytism 
rather than open-handed and open-hearted charity. 
The doctor’s next point is a noticeable one. It is: 
“A successful charity worker in our day must be an 
expert reader of character and hav a thorough 
knowledge of general life. If he has not these 
qualifications the greater part of his time will be 
spent ministering to frauds to the neglect of the 
worthy. Now, the people who do the greater part 
of the charity work in the Roman Catholic church 
are the sisters, whose knowledge of life is almost 
nothing, shut up from the world, many of them not 
even reading a newspaper. And when they are out 
the costume they wear prevents them getting any 
idea of what is going onaround them. What, then, 
can these simple-minded ‘children’ do among ‘ pro- 
fessional beggars’ or ‘ intellectual thieves?’ Noth- 
ing. Only waste their own time and somebody else’s 
money.” This assertion of our Protestant writer 
we believe may derive confirmation from the invari- 
able prevalence of excessiv pauperism in Catholic 
countries. The doctor says: “In conclusion let 
me add that my years of experience in charitable 
work lead me to say that apart from the Roman 
Catholic schools her charities are doing very little 
for the general public.” 


Gotham Gleanings. 


The Rey. Mr. DeCosta, of the Episcopal church, calls 
for the uuion of American Protestantism against the 
church of Rome; and he proposes for the consolidated 
force the rallying cry, ‘‘ Loyalty to Christ! as contradis- 
tinguished from ‘*the modern transient rallying) cry, 
‘Loyalty to the pope!” —Hvening Sun. 

But whether the cry be “ Loyalty to Christ!” or 
“ Loyalty to the pope!” the meaning remains the 
same—“ Down with Freethought!” 


An industrial and financial crisis is upon the 
country. North, South, Hast, and West, the situa- 
tion is everywhere the same. Factories hav closed, 
mills hav shut down, the busy whir and hum of 
labor has ceased, and in its place rises a cry for food. 
Thousands of families willing to work, are suffering 
the greatest privation and degradation, with the al- 
ternativs, starvation or suicide, staring them in the 
face. In New York, as in every other city, the case 
is the same—enforced idleness, the pitiful wail of 
despair, and the petition for “daily bread.” 

Yet in contrast with this gloomy picture let me 
point out another. During this season of calamity, 
for such it is, there hav been two Presbyterian 
churches with seating capacities for six thousand each 
with a separate chapel and parsonage attached 
erected in this city. One Episcopal church has been 
building a new church edifice, two more hav been en- 
larging their seating capacities, one to almost 
double its former number, and a third has laid the 
foundation for a large parish school. Another has 


completed its main building, and is looking forward 
to the erection of supplementary buildings. The 
work on the cathedral of St. John the Divine has 
gone on without interruption. Three Baptist 
churches hav been erected, one of which is building 
a costly parish house and parsonage. One Method- 
ist church is about to begin the construction of 
its new main edifice. A Collegiate Reformed church 
has been completed, and decorated and furnished in 
a most extravagant and luxuriant manner, while 
funds are being collected for the building of a new 
uptown Catholic church. 

“But,” it has been argued, “all this building givs 
employment to many who would otherwise hav 
nothing to do.” Bosh! They do not believe it, 
and neither do I. Churches are not factories nor 
dry-goods stores. They are not money-earning, but 
money-taking institutions. And every cent gathered 
in the collection-baskets is “taken” from the 
pockets of the workingman and the mouth of the 
poor. I always gave Judas Iscariot credit when he 
suggested that the ointment might hav been sold 
for the benefit of the poor, and I hav a similar feel- 
ing in regard to these new church lands and edi- 
fices. 

The other day the following card was placed in 
my hand: “The Fulton Street Daily Noon Prayer- 
Meeting (113 Fulton st., or 58 Ann st.) is for you! 
Come! ‘Ask, and it shall be given you. Seek and 
ye shall find.’” And on the reverse was, “ His divine 
power hath given unto us all things that pertain 
unto life and godliness” (2 Peter i, 3). 

How many, I inquired of myself, during the 
past few months or weeks, how many petty shop- 
keepers on the verge of ruin, how many wretched 
seamstresses, earning scant pittances from Christian 
employers, how many workingmen when the mills 
hav shut down, how many merchants with failure 
before them, how many a mother watching her 
child slowly starving, how many in all conditions of 
life, hav echoed and reéchoed this cry! How many 
hav asked, how many hav sought, and how many 
hav found! Think of the despair, the awful bur- 
dening despair, as one arises from a prayer of faith 
unanswered. The last cent is gone, the last loaf is 
eaten, the candle has burnt out in its socket; the 
last hope has fied. Is there any wonder that there 
are wretched beings who regard the river as a 
mercy? 

Professor Mohammed Alexander Russell Webb, 
the Mohammedan missionary, has been very activ 
lately. An article in the Herald of recent date 
attests Mr. Webb’s ability as well as the superiority 
of Mohammedan morals to those of Christianity. 
Mr. Webb very correctly says that he has made 
more converts in six months than Christian teachers 
hav made from Mohammedanism in a lifetime, and 
reminds us that there is a mosque in London with 
a congregation of three hundred Englishmen. 


Following this comes the arrival of Mrs. Annie 
Besant and several fellow Theosophists, prominent 
among whom are Professor Ganendra, Nath Chakra- 
varti, a Brahmin, Hevavitarana Pharmapala, a 
Buddhist, and Miss F. H. Muller, who came over 
on the Paris. During the voyage Mrs. Besant was 
kind enough to deliver a lecture, at the close of 
which Dr. Lyman Abbott proposed that Mrs. 
Besant should be given a vote of thanks. There- 
upon, one Dr. Brandeth, of pill and piety fame, 
asked Mrs. Besant in an aggressiv tone of voice if 
Christianity was not good enough for her, and 
wanted to know what good Theosophy had ever 
done the world, adding that Christianity had lasted 
eighteen hundred years and would last much 
longer. Mrs. Besant’s reply, however, squelched 
the irritable man of medicin. 


The unconcerned reply of Mr. Virchand A. 
Gauthi, a priest of the Jain sect of India, as to how 
long ago a priest of the same community had ever 
left that country, “Oh, about two thousand 
years,” is significant. But neither Christianity, 
Mohammedanism, Brabminism, Buddhism, or The- 
osophy, which underlies the whole, hav yet expe- 
rienced a sufficient time-test. One thing alone, 
and that is what man has done for his fellow-man, 
has outstood the trial cf ages. 


Every religion that isin the right sense of the 
word a “religion ” is racked, torn, and upset in its 
attempt to keep pace with the scientific develop- 
ments of the times. The picture presented to the 
mind is that of an elderly lady, with numerous 
shawl-straps, band-boxes, and packages, which she 
is continually dropping and stopping to pick up 
again, trying to keep abreast of a limited express | 
train. Poor old lady! She really thinks she is 
ahead. Linpstry Fraver Mines. 


Gommunications. 


Reply to Otto Wettstein. 
` NO. IV. 


Drar Sm: When I behold things in imagination, 
either with my eyes open or closed, I see in a very 
different fashion from that in which I see in dreams 
-or in ordinary, everyday life. And so do you. I 
can recall in imagination scenes of the past, or 
build air-castles in the future; I can even see the 
dismayed expression of your countenance ere you 
reach the end of this letter. But all this is in 
imagination, and I know it tobe so. I am conscious 
all the time of my material surroundings and can 
easily distinguish between the reality and the revery. 
But in dreams, as you and I both know, the case is 
quite different. Then we know no other than that 
what we behold or experience is the reality, and the 
only reality—we are conscious at the time of nothing 
else. The dream is never a dream until we wake 
from it. This stage of existence which we call real 
life may prove likewise to be but a dream when we 
awaken out of it at last. 

But come, brother philosopher, let us cease this 
idle skirmishing and get down to business. We 
might continue to whip the devil around the stump 
in this aimless fashion for an indefinit period with 
no other result save to wear out the patience of our 
indulgent public and our still more indulgent pub- 
lisher. No battle can be successfully waged except 
on solid ground; so no argument can be conducted 
except on definit premises which the contestants are 
agreed to hold to. I am willing to stand by every 
positiv statement I bay made, with all the logical 
consequences thereof, and am prepared to fight it 
out on these lines if it takes all summer. 

Before I can define spirit or demonstrate its ex- 
istence to your satisfaction, you must condescend 
to consider attentivly some of the questions which 
you hav hitherto mainly succeeded in dodging. I 
will here reiterate the most important of those 
which I put to you in my last communication, but 
which you hav persistently ignored, and which are 
all capable of being answered by a simple yes or no. 
Please giv me a definit reply to all of them, and 
then be prepared to hold your ground upon either 
issue. Here are my questions: 

Hav you ever seen objects in your dreams which 

‘were not among your material surroundings at the 
time? 

Did you see them with your material eyes? 

If not, with what eyes did you see them? 

Can we see at all without eyes of some sort? 

You say of spirits, “If an entity, they must be 
something.” Most assuredly. “If something 
they must be possessed of organs, parts, and con- 
stituents.” To be sure. “If possessed of constitu- 
ents, it must be in the power of such spirits, at 
least through their ‘mediums,’ to so inform the 
world.” Well, my dear sir, my spirit, through the 
medium of my material body, is endeavoring to in- 
form you of its nature and constituents; but its 
success will depend largely upon the extent of your 
knowledge and understanding of the nature and 
constituents of your own spirit. 

You say that “they [spirits] hav failed so far to 
name a single element contained in the spirit 
body.” Let me name a few of them for you. In- 
telligence, thought, memory, affection, will, are 
some of these constituents. The memory is prop- 
erly speaking an organ of the mind, and like every 
other organ may be strengthened and developed 
by exercise. In the spirit world, it is said, thoughts 
become visible and affections audible. To a certain 
extent they are so here. When you use the ex- 
pression “I see your idea,” you do more than merely 
use figurativ language; you speak from an instinctiv 
recognition of the truth, and spiritual instinct is 
as reliable as any physical instinct can be. 

If oxygen, hydrogen, iron, etc., could be em- 
bodied in spirit-form, it would no longer be a spirit 
form but a very material one. To insist that spirit 
must be composed of matter is about as logical as 
to insist that the French, German, Hebrew, or any 
other language should consist of English words 
arranged according to the laws of English speech, 
in which case it could not be other than the English 
language. 

If evolution proves that nature, or anything else, 
can bestow what it does not possess, then evolution 
teaches a self-evident absurdity, having no more 
claim than any other fallacy upon the credence of 
rational minds. Whenever you can show that any- 
thing can bestow what it does not possess, I shall 
be ready to bestow upon you a sum of money which 
I certainly do not possess, expecting to receive 
from you in return the Kohinoor or some other 
costly gem which you do not possess. 

You ask if my parents did not bestow upon me 


talents entirely absent in themselvs. Most as- 
suredly not. It is true that perfume is not needed 
in the black soil to produce the rose which produces 
the delicate aroma; but it is also true that a rose 
seed or cutting is necessary. Life has never ap- 
peared on this planet to our knowledge save as the 
product of antecedent life, and that not in a rudi- 
mentary but in a fully developed form “after its 
kind.” To claim otherwise is to make a bald as- 
sumption for which nature affords us absolutely 
no precedent whatever. It is about as easy to 
prove that mind could produce itself independently 
of antecedent mind, or that a race or species could 
elevate itself without the intervention of any higber 
power, as that a man can lift himself from the 
ground by tugging at his own boot straps—and 
about as reasonable. To attempt to disguise the 
absurdity and impossibility of such an assumption 
under the high-sounding but meaningless (as used) 
terms of “development” or “evolution” is but to 
throw dust in the eyes of rationality, and bamboozle 
common sense. i 

It is undoubtedly true that as we must look be- 
yond nature for the intelligence that produces 
mind, so we must look beyond it for the cause of 
idiocy, deformity, brutality, lust, and crime, though 
not precisely to the same source. 

You ask if I hav ever been in love. Well, no, 
not very deeply. The fact is, I find it dificult— 
very—to grow enthusiastic over any mere combina- 
tion of oxygen, hydrogen, iron, or carbon, and do 
not find them much more irresistible in the guise 
of masculin humanity than when in the form of 
well-cooked edibles the same elements liebefore me 
on the dinner table. And I could about as easily 
form a romantic attachment for a haunch of roast 
beef, a dish of potatoes or salad, a suit of clothes, 
or a tailor’s dummy, as for any so-called man who 
consisted merely of physique and nothing more. 
Love being with me a spiritual rather than a phys- 
ical attribute, I instinctivly look for a responsiv 
soul upon whom to bestow it, and the evidence of a 
lack of spirituality in anyone toward whom I 
might be waxing sentimental, would very promptly 
chill enthusiasm and dull interest. 

Of course I cannot perform the feat of divesting 
any object of size, extension, or weight without re- 
moving any of its material, any more than you can 
“abstract extension and omit all material” in order 
to find space. I am afraid my friend has not read 
enough on some subjects or he would hardly 
attribute the origin of learning to the brain of 
ignorance. For myself, I hav read but very little 
of late years, being too much occupied in other 
ways, but I hav done a good deal of thinking. 

If we should appear at the International Con- 
gress this fall it would be necessary, I rather think, 
to go in clothing as well as corporeity, or I fear we 
should be compelled to be absent. Where we are 
our clothing—or a portion of it, at least—is pretty 
apt to be, which does not prove, however, that we 
are identical with our clothing. 

If you are content to be merely an animal, well 
and good; speak for yourself, however. For my 
part, I should be ashamed to be nothing more. 
‘While I am ready to admit that I am an animal, 
1 am convinced that I am an animal plus vastly more 
than any animal has or ever had; and I hav no 
idea that I shall “die like a brute,” Brother Wett- 
stein’s fiat to the contrary notwithstanding. 

You must look even higher than “the men in the 
dugout” for the source of original ideas. The 
pioneers of thought, the originators of ideas that 
hav moved the world, hav ever been the highest, 
not the lowest, of the race. 

My idea in regard to the heathen deities is not 
that they are “false gods,” as you term it, but that 
they are only so many more or less perverted mental 
images of the one Divine Being—human reflections 
of a Divine Reality. Now, while no reflection can 
exist without a substance to be reflected, the 
accuracy of the reflection will depend largely upon 
the nature of the reflecting medium. Should you 
behold yourself, for instance, in either a convex or 
a concave mirror, the result, I fancy, would hardly 
be satisfactory, nor do I think you could be induced 
to admit that either reflection was an adequate 
representation of your own comely countenance. 
The heathen idol, which in itself is nothing, as St. 
Paul says, having eyes that see not, ears that hear 
not, etc., is yet the grotesque and distorted shadow 
of omnipresent Deity. A shadow is nothing in 
itself, but it points conclusivly to the substance 
that has caused it; so the various and multitudi- 
nous gods and idols of the pagan, Mohammedan, 
and Christian world testify to the Infinit Divine 
Reality so dimly perceived, so differently under- 
stood, that stands behind them all. 

My conception of the Divinity may be, and I 
trust is, higher than that of the average heathen 
idolator; but I do not claim, therefore, that it is 
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the highest conception possible. Indeed I know it 
is not, from the very fact that it grows with my 
growth and rises as I rise, as the stars appear to 
rise with us above the horizon as we climb the 
mountain peaks. To attempt at any stage to set a 
limit to this growth in the human mind of the con- 
ception and perception of Deity, to impose even the 
highest idea yet attained as a finality upon the 
race, would be to change the worship of God into 
idolatry—the worship of a human image embodying 
human imperfections instead of the infinit complete- 
ness of the Divine Father of Lights, from whom 
cometh every good and every perfect gift, every en- 
nobling aspiration, every pure thought, every kindly, 
generous impulse. 
You say, “ All races and nations originally having 
been alike ignorant concerning abstract existence 
and natural phenomena, all alike conjectured a god 
in their own image to explain matters;” a statement 
which is pure assumption on your part, and whose 
persistent defense would be, according to your own 
showing, rank dogmatism, since it.is certainly 
“beyond proof and contrary to knowledge, reason, 
and analogy.” For the testimony of tradition, 
history, personal experience, intuition, and enlight- 
ened reason are all against your assertion, which 
has only your unsupported affirmation to sustain 
it. We hav every reason to believe, and none to 
doubt, that the nations and races of remote 
antiquity knew much more concerning abstract 
existence and natural phenomena than we do; and 
with regard to prehistoric races we hav no adequate 
data upon which to base an inference. I hav no 
hesitation in saying that there are far more data in 
our possession to-day relating to the nature and 
phenomena of that spirit world into which we so 
soon must enter than we hav of the habits or 
notions of prehistoric men; and that the former are 
of far more practical worth and importance to us. 
Your objections as to the inadequacy of a possible 
God occupying a space of a thou and million miles 
in extent, to govern an infinit universe, will all fall 
to the ground as soon as you hav learned to 
abstract ideas of time and space from your reason- 
ings, and realize that spirit is wholly independent 
of these material conditions. Meanwhile let me 
remind you that God is omnipresent and therefore 
does not require “years” to get anywhere, any 
more than I need to traverse the space, between my 
home and Rochelle in order to think of you. 
Awaiting your reply to my previous questions, 
which I trust you will meet squarely, regardless of 
consequences to your position or mine, I now yield 
you the floor. A. Aveusra CHAPMAN. 
Butternut Grove, N. Y., Aug. 22, 1893. 


Origin of Worship. 

In studying the mythologies of the ancients, it 
seems ‘at first sight that man’s ideas of gods had 
their origin in the phenomena of nature. Thunder- 
storms, earthquakes, tornadoes, and the sun, 
moon, and stars, and seasons, summer, autumn, 
winter, and spring, and all things they could not 
comprehend, they ascribed to supernatural causes. 
There thus were some powerful being or beings, who 
ruled them for good or ill, and in whose hands they 
were powerless; and sacrifice or placation of some 
sort became the most urgent duty of their lives. 
These natural-phenomena gods, however, in my 
Opinion, are a later creation, and hav no place in 
the earliest- mythologies, where beasts were wor- 
shiped as gods. Reading this beast-worshiping 
period carefully, we are forced to the conclusion 
that the bull was the first, only, and universal god 
of the Aryan and Semitic races for long ages, and 
has stamped itself on all the worship of to-day. 
Osiris, the earliest god of the Egyptians, was. a 
bull, or they would not hav kept a bull as his vicar 
or representativ on earth, the god Apis. Indra, 
the god of the Hindoos, was both sun and bull, and 
the clouds were his cows, and he was called the 
milk-compeller, and in some far-distant period of 
his history he killed Vittra, the serpent. Zoroaster, 
an early Persian religious reformer, although fire 
was the symbol of deity in some of his invocations, 
addressed him as “Thou great primal bull;” and 
so on throughout all the tribes of the Aryan and 
Semitic races their highest ideal of might, wisdom, 
and majesty was the bull, therefore god, and the 
serpent all that was evil, therefore the devil. In 
some of our own invocations in use to day we find 
lingering traces of that ancient bull-worship, for 
instance: “Turn not away thine ear, O Lord. 
Listen to the voice of my supplication. Bow down 
thine ear,” etc. These invocations were evidently 
addressed to some animal that could turn away its 
ear or walk beyond earshot. And as no expression 
will take permanent root in language which is not 
strong and expressiv at the time of its formation, 
these old invocations must hav been all of this, for 
they still retain their place to-day when a moment’s 
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thought will convince any thinker that with our 
notions of deity they are simply absurd. The idea 
of God’s omnipresence forces the belief that of 
necessity he knows every thought of our heart and 
every word we utter, whether blasphemy or prayer, 
and to beg as a favor what we believe we cannot 
escape is surely absurd. And, consequently, the 
god worshiped in those days must hav been avery 
different god from the god worshiped in these. 
And between the fierce, repenting, inflammable, and 
explosiv vengeance-loving God of the Old Testa- 
ment, and the calm, dignified, and immutable God 
of to-day, there is a wonderful difference. But the 
bull in his wild state is still very fierce, treacherous, 
and fond of vengeance, and bears such a strong 
resemblance to the ancient god that, if they are not 
the same, it is a very excusable case of mistaken 
identity. In Ex. xxxiii we are told that Moses 
desired to see God in all'his glory, but God told 
him he could not look upon his face and liv. In the 
words of the book: “I will put thee in a cleft of 
the rock and will cover thee with my hand 
as I pass by, and I will take away mine 


joy, etc., common to all animals; isolate a child 
from all its kind, and it will neither walk erect nor 
be able to articulate a word in any language of the 
human race, proving conelusivly that walking erect 
and word-language are not instinctiv, but educa- 
tional acquirements. And the old instinctiv knowl- 
edge of the language of our forefathers, although 
dormant, is still alive and will awaken at the first 
call when made in the passion-cry language used so 
long ago. To illustrate: One scream from a hu- 
man being in agony will excite our sympathies more 
than all the woes depicted by Dante in his “In- 
ferno.” And again we may visit a friend or neigh- 
bor, where death has thrust his ice-cold hand, and 
our heart may be full of sympathy and sorrow for 
our grief-stricken friends as we listen to the mourn- 
ful story of their bereavement, but our sorrow soon 
fades from memory, leaving scarcely a trace behind, 
but the wild, wordless. funeral wail of the Irish or 
Scottish Highlander will open in a moment a well- 
ing spring of pity and sympathy in our hearts 
which the most pathetic word-language ever ut- 
tered could never hav reached, and when remem- 


hand and thou shalt see’ my back parts, | bered long years afterward will awaken a feeling of 
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compact, they were chatting face to face as man to 
man—proving, ifit proves anything, that the ancient 
God was very far from being the same at all times, 
therefore not unchangeable, therefore not the God 
of to-day. When a bull is in a quiet, ruminativ 
mood, as a general thing he is harmless, but when 
in his glory, that is, fighting, it is safer to take a 
peep at his tail than his horns (this is probably one 
of the oldest traditions of the human race). The 
passages in the Bible are so numerous where the 
description of the ancient God tallies so exactly with 
the well-known temper and disposition of the king 
of the bovine tribe, that we cannot help thinking 
it true, as Darwin puts it, that man evolved from 
the monkey, man’s God evolved from the bull. As 
man rose in the scale of the animal kingdom, the 
bull went down, and the priests to stamp out Infi- 
- delity were obliged to create a spiritual or heavenly 
bull. Here the question arises, Why did ancient 
man worship this ugly-dispositioned beast? And 
from the old traditions itis very plain it was for the 
sake of self-preservation and temporal advantage, 
and in all probability for nothing else, for long ages, 
until it became a necessity to graft on the spiritual 
and heavenly to prolong the life of priestcraft. 
Geology and our own instincts throw a little light 
on why man worshiped the bull, and the instincts 
of the bovine tribe confirm them. Geology proves 
beyond a doubt that for a long period of time before 
mammals appeared on the earth it was inhabited by 
cold-blooded animals, among whom the serpent 
family throughoutall its branches was fierce, power- 
ful, and numerous. One branch of this family, the 
flying serpent, was in all probability the most dan- 
gerous and destructiv of them all. A great many 
old legends end traditions of the human race con- 
firm this view, where a fiery flying serpent or great 
red dragon plays a prominent part in the old tale, 
bringing death and destruction with it. These old 
legends were looked upon as mythical, as the flying 
serpent was considered a myth until resurrected by 
geology. In the Bible wéeare told God brought the 
children of Israel to time by the aid of some fiery 
serpents (Num. xxi, 6). In Rev. xii—an old legend 
of the troubles the human race and their gods had 
with the great red dragon— it is put forward as a 
prophecy, but has every appearance of ancient tra- 
dition. From our own instincts we find that the 
human and the serpent families must hav passed 
long ages at enmity, and our shuddering dread for 
all serpents tells us that the serpent was the ag- 
gressor and scourge. Somechildren who would pet 
a lion are terror-stricken at sight of a harmless 
snake, and considering the time we know to hav 
passed since the serpent ceased to be an invincible 
foe, we may safely conclude that to plant this dread 
so deep in our nature its cruel oppression must hav 
lasted for along period of time. When studying 
our own instincts we ought to remember that no 
interested party could reach them to pervert them 
by erasure or interpolation. And when priestly 
history says man was created a biped and the in- 
stincts of the child a quadruped, we must decide in 
favor of the child, its evidence being unbiased. 
Take the young of any animal we know and they 
never make a motion toward locomotion until they 
attain the position of their parents, which they keep 
through life; while the young human commences 
its life journey on all fours as naturally as a young 
puppy, and the first time its nurse raises it to its 
feet and leaves it to its own devices, it shows as 
much nervous alarm and want of instinct for the 
biped position as a pup when placed on its hind 
legs for the first time. And the child has no 
language except the passion-cries of grief, pain, 


had awakened to life and comprehended these cries 
to us word-speaking humans of to-day, they could 
hav meant no more than the scream of a locomotiv, 
as in words they told us nothing, and but for that 
old instinct we would hav mistaken them for the 
cries of some wild animal. Had the first man and 
woman of the human race been created bipeds 
using word-language, these instinets would never 
hav existed, and the child’s. first efforts when able 
to travel would hav been to attain the biped posi- 
tion, and its first attempts at utterance would hav 
been word-language, as it could hav had no in- 
stincts for anything else. Therefore if we are hon- 
est with ourselvs we must admit that our instincts 
teach us that passion-cries must hav been used by 
our forefathers for a far longer period of time and 
taken deeper root in our nature than word-language, 
for if we had the same instinct for word-language, 
and had used it the same length of time, it would 
hav destroyed this older unused instinct. And the 
same conclusion must be reached in regard to man’s 
position as a biped. Some may object that man’s 
arms are too short to hav been used as legs, 
but we must remember that adaptation is 
one of the laws of nature, and that from 
the time man first attempted to walk erect 
until it was the only mode of traveling, must hav 
covered a long period of time, and during that pe- 
riod the arms would shorten to adapt themselvs to 
their new duties. At this time man must hav been 
a weak, defenseless animal, and if persecuted by 
some fierce enemy, necessity would force him. to 
create word-language. In this way all defenseless 
animals, when persecuted by an enemy with whom 
they are unable to cope, when getting food or 
amusing themselvs, where they are exposed, post 
sentinels to warn them of approaching danger, and 
any animal would soon discover that warning cries 
alone were almost worthless, as in running to es- 
cape they might meet the danger in the face. This 
would cause necessity to invent other sounds to sig- 
nify things such as tree, rock, river, etc., and using 
them and teaching them to their children would 
increase their powers of articulation, and they 
would keep adding new sounds until an uncouth 
language was formed, which has grown from then 
till now, and is growing yet. Several species of 
animals are forming word-languages of their own, 
but man has been slow to recognize it, owing to 
the fact that he was imbued with the belief that 
word-language was given to himself alone, direct 
from his God, while all our instincts point to the 
fact, he created it himself. All helpless animals 
when pursued by a voracious enemy will fly 
for refuge to some other animal they think power- 
ful enough to protect them, and some of our fore- 
fathers having discovered that the bulls could con- 
quer the flying serpent or great red dragon, their 
common enemy, they would soon learn to feel a 
great deal safer when a herd of cattle was close by 
and look upon them as a far superior animal to 
themselvs; and that is the foundation on which all 
worship rests, the lower looking up with all rever- 
ence to the higher. The instincts of the bovine 
family are strong evidence in support of the asser- 
tion that they fought with and conquered this fiery 
flying serpent. Nothing will rouse a herd of half- 
wild cattle to such fury as ared cloth elevated on a 
pole, and no element of fear seems to mingle with 
their fury as they rush pell-mell to the charge. 
Had the contests between their forefathersand this 
red enemy been of a doubtful character we would 
hav expected, and no doubt found, caution and 
hesitation in their manner of attack, but they show 
nothing of this, nothing but confidence, hatred, and 


they were unable to cope with it. 
ages before this winged monster disappeared the 
bovines must hav been the dominant and aggressiv 
animals, as their descendants do not wait- to be at- 
tacked, and show no symptoms of fear in their on- 
slaught. 
tipathy when it shows no signs of life. A red barn, 
house, or fence they regard with the utmost indif- 
ference, but a fluttering red cloth or dress will ex- 
cite them to frenzy. We knew a case where a 
Woman wearing a scarlet cloak was pursued by a 
meek-mannered. mild-eyed, every-day milk cow, and 
would in all probability hay been gored to death 
but for the timely interference of the owner of the 
cow. It seems at first sight that the powerful fly- 
ing serpent discovered by geology would be more 
than a match for the bull, and for one in all prob- 
ability so it would, but we must remember cattle 
always go in herds, and it would be impossible for 
the serpent to descend on them without exposing 
its most vulnerable part, the belly, to their sharp, 
strong, upward-curved horns, and no doubt when 
man was the inferior animal, looking up to the 
bulls as gods, they would be far more fierce and 
fearless, and in all probability would be able to hold 
their own with any animal on the earth, and the 
names given to them by their worshipers—“ lords 


vengeance. The love of vengeance in their nature 


was probably engendered by wrongs inflicted on 


some far-distant ancestors by this red enemy when 
But for long 


To the color red bovines hav no an- 


of hosts” and “gods of battle”—would be very 
appropriate. Our forefathers would be intelligent 
enough to realize the comfort and safety derived 
from the protection of the bovines, and probably 
out of gratitude gathered fruits and vegetables that 
grew where the bulls could not reach them and 
brought them close enough to the herd to attract 
their attention, and such is custom that after a few 
times the bulls would look for them, and sacrifice 
was established. And we all know how easy it is 
to make a ringing bell, a mewing cat, or a roaring 
bull echo our thoughts, and from some imaginativ 
forefather and a roaring bull came our first «Thus 
saith the Lord,” and the man who first caught the 
knack of crystallizing his own foolish thoughts 
into God’s commands would beeome the first law- 
giver and priest. Our mythological traditions and 
legends, our own instincts, and the instincts of the 
bovines all bear testimony that in all probability in 
this way worship first began. Tuomas WALKER. 
Rat Portage, Ont. 


Our Duty Toward Watson Heston. 


To tue Epiror or Tur Trura Seexer, Dear Sir : 
When I sent friend Heston my contribution, in 
response to his call for a loan, it was so small that 
I was ashamed of it; for, as I said to him, Iam 
not yet out of my own financial wilderness, but I 
concluded that nearly everybody I owe would for- 
giv me under the circumstances. 

That the following letter made me sad beyond ex- 
pression, goes without saying. It is a private let- 
ter, which to me is sacred. I hav not permission to 
print it, and may offend my good friend Heston by 
giving his condition this publicity, which his own 
pride and modesty hav concealed from the public 
eye; but, after thinking about the matter a few 
days, I decided that it is my duty, even at the risk 
of incurring his displeasure, to report to the Lib- 
erals of this country through our Freethought pub- 
lications, the Boston Investigator, Taz Trova 
Szrzer, the Ironclad Age, the Freethinkers’ Mag- 
azine, and the Independent Pulpit, all of them. 

Had he made known his real situation to the 
Liberals of America as he has unbosomed himself 
to me in the following letter, in which, despite the 
effort at cheerfulness, he reveals a large measure of 
grief, discernible between the lines, I believe this 
noble worker for our common cause would hav met 
with ready assistance from those who are able to 
render it. 

What are we in this world for, if it is not to aid 
a brother in distress? Is it humane and sensible 
to withhold food and clothing while he livs, and 
build him a monument when he dies? Shall our 
fellow-man call for bread and will we, mockingly, 
giv him a stone? But read his letter: 

Carnraaas, Mo., July 31, 1898. 

My Drar Jamison: Yours, with the ‘almighty dol- 
lar,” arrived to-day. I also got your other letter a few 
days ago. Never mind, my dear brother, about the size 
of your loan, for I appreciate your letters and friendly 
interest in my humble self a good deal more than several 
dollars, although I am glad to get the money right at this 
time, I assure you. Had I known that a financial panic 
was coming so fast, when I asked for a loan, I should not 
hay done so, and I hesitated a good while before I 
ventured to make my wants known; but I was so hard 
pushed that I feit almost desperate enough to turn pirate, 
or almost anything but a preacher, in order to get a little 
more money. The reason I need money is on account of 
the sickness of my wife. She has been in a very critical. 
condition, and not only needed skillful treatment, but a 
change of climate, and I hav paid out so much of our 
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limited means going about in search of health, payin, 
big doctors’ bills, etc., that I am ‘‘dead broke,” an 
could not pay for what she so sorely needed, 

- I thought if I could raise several hundred dollars we 
could also secure a little home of our own, where we would 
not be at the mercy of the greedy landlords who want 
such high rents.. Somehow “‘luck” has been against us 
for the last six or seven years, and we hay grown poorer 
ever since I hay been working in the cause of Free- 
thought. We hav at last begun to sell our household 
goods in order to raise the funds we need, but times are 
so hard that we will hav to take half their value, or less, 
if we can dispose of them atall. Iam going to send my 
wife to San Diego, Cal., and I shall follow when I can. 

My dear sir, I hav very pleasant memories of your de- 
bate with Cunningham, and also of a lecture you once 
gave the Liberal League here, and I should be glad to 

now what you are now driving at, and how you are 
prospering. : 

I hav only got $4 yet on the ‘‘loan” business, but 
every little helps, and if I don’t get much it will be all 
the easier for me to pay my debts! Iam not easily dis- 
couraged, and will manage to pull through some way if I 
keep able to work. My own health is poor now, and I 
shall get out of this climate for good as soon as I can get 
in shape to do so. Poor health and doctors’ bills hay 
played the devil with my worldly possessions in the last 
few years, bnt ‘‘whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth,” 
you know, and I suppose ‘‘I ought to be thankful that it 
is no worse,” as our Christian friends would say. 
Ha, ha! 

Excuse the length of this letter, but somehow I feel 
like saying even more yet, if I were not afraid I’d make 
you tired. 

Will pay you back as soon as I can get in better shape, 
and with many thanks for your friendly interest in my- 
self, don’t forget that I hav long been your sincere 
friend, WATSON HESTON. 


P. S.—I shall be glad to hear from you if the ‘‘spirit” 
ever moves you to write me.—W. H. 

Now, Liberals, what is our duty? We hav no 
God to giv to; but we hav men and women who 
are giving their very life to this cause—editors, 
publishers, lecturers, writers, artists. They devote 
their brains to the upbuilding of this Freethought 
cause, whereas they might, with less effort, acquire 
wealth. 

I say, let us help the living, who are working to 
free the world from the shackles of superstition, 
and esteem it a privilege. W. F. Jameson. 

Mosca, Colo. . 


World’s Fair Notes. 


The procession of state days at the Fair is quite 
magnificent. Wisconsin advances with its famous 
eagle, New York with its speeches by Governor 
Flower and Chauncey Depew, and Pennsylvania 
with its Liberty Bell and Hall of Independence. 
Vast crowds’ attend the imposing ceremonies. The 
boom is on, and people who can spare the money 
are coming from. every quarter. On Saturday the 
great state of California wheels to the front. It 
will be a gorgeous day. Carloads of fruit will be 
ready for free distribution, and the Golden state 
will no doubt be duly appreciated. The attendance 
now averages a million per week. As October ap- 
proaches it looks as if there would be a tremendous 
rush. The Exposition is making dividends, and 
the financial outlook is brighter than ever. Per- 
haps the worst is over, and autumn will pour its 
wealth into our laps, and prosperity shine through- 
out our borders. 

The largest attendance on any one day was Fourth 
of July, with 286,000 paid admissions. Illinois day 
follows, with 243,000; Pennsylvania, with over 
200,000; Wisconsin, with 161,000; New York is 
next in rank, and then Bohemian day takes prece- 
dence, with 157,000. The largest number of paid 
admissions on one day at the Paris Exposition was 
in round numbers 400,000. A vast effort will be 
made on Chicago’s day to surpass that number, 
but it is doubtful if it can be equaled. It is to be 
remembered that the admission to the Paris Exposi- 
tion was only twenty cents; and in many cases, 
by the sale of coupons for prizes the admission 
was reduced to ten cents. Besides, Paris has a 
much more compact population to draw from, and 
hence Chicago will hav to rustle to beat the 
400,000. Prices of accommodations near the Fair 
gates are beginning to double up. Within reason- 
able distance of the grounds, however, the rates are 
about the same. On the West Side and the North 
Side charges are still normal. The price of a din- 
ner ranges all the way from fifteen cents to $1. 
One can get along cheaply if they make arrange- 
ments in time. 

The Sunday-closing matter has now become an 
amusing and roaring farce. The church party is 
completely bowled out. It has received a black eye 
of colossal proportions and long may it remain 
thusly. The decision of Judge Goggin was a dra- 
matic surprise. It is seldom that a judge is so 
bold. I admire his pluck and vigor. He evidently 
understands the law, for his decision cannot be 
reversed until the snow flies. It is doubtful if any- 
thing more is done, for Judge Stein, who first 
granted the injunction, is now the only one who 


can come to the “aid of the Lord,” and he is away 
on a vacation and the Lord can’t reach him. 

It is refreshing to hav a judge declare that 
precedent is not always law. Itis absurd that jus- 
tice in this country is bound by the common law of 
England. What has that to do with America after 
the Revolution? Why do not judges understand 
that precedent is only a guide and not an authority 
—-that no decision of the past is absolutely binding 
upon any court to-day? And yet, in order to force 
Christianity upon this people, the Supreme Court 
goes back to the precedents of the Middle Ages. 
When will our judges be as independent as Judge 
North, of Tue Trutu Srrxer ranks, who made a de- 
cision in the courts of Nevada of which it was com- 
plained that it was against precedent. Judge North 
replied: “I make a precedent myself, as I hav a 
right to.” Of course, every judge has that right. 
If the first judge who sat on a bench had it, then 
every judge has it. Where is the law that forbids 
a judge to make an original decision on the merits 
of the case, unless there is a statute law to settle 
the matter? This “common law” is all humbug. 
A statute law of course is imperativ, but what is 
common law but common’ opinion, and to be 
brushed aside if need be by common sense? It is 
time for America to be a law unto herself, and not 
creep and crawl through the Dark Ages to find the 
opinion of some judge who merely echoed the bar- 
barism of his time. Is law like theology, non- 
progressiv, and is the first judge all-wise and every 
succeeding judge a tame copyist? It was a grand 
declaration of independence when Judge North 
said, “I myself hav the right to make a precedent.” 

Judge Goggin has also given a severe flagellation 
to the police of the city for arresting people without 
a warrant and shooting them to death. He says he 
would hang these policemen. But policemen seem 
to think they hav a right to murder. It is about 
time to stop this tyranny of the police, and Judge 
Goggin has courage enough to begin the work. 

There were twenty-five thousand people at the Fair 
last Sunday, and this shows how many would attend 
the Fair if it were really open on Sundays as on 
other days. Nearly all the exhibits are closed. 
The machinery is not running, nor the fountains, 
and there are no means of conveyance on the lagoon. 
All is quiet, funereal, and solemn. Itis like paying 
fifty cents to go into a graveyard, and yet twenty- 
five thousand people pay for this privilege, with 
plenty of cold water thrown upon them. There 
seems to be a studied effort on the part of the di- 
rectory to make Sunday-opening unpopular. The 
directory in this matter hav acted like a weather- 
cock. They don’t seem to hav any settled 
convictions. ‘They are everything by fits and 
nothing long.” They act as if they were scared out 
or bought out. Had they had any courage or real 
conscience in the matter, they could hay made Sun- 
day the most popular of all days, as it was in the 
Paris Exposition. Chicago may be a great city, but 
its directory in this case hav acted like a set of pro- 
vincials, and given to Chicago the aspect of a great 
country town. They might do to run a county fair, 
but as for a World’s Fair, that is entirely beyond 
their ability. They might take a lesson from the 
state of Iowa, which keeps its state fair open on 
Sunday, and in a most successful manner. Chicago 
is behind the times yet. It can’t run a World’s 
Fair on Sunday, and that puts Chicago away behind 
Paris and New York. I think even Boston could 
beat it, and as for Coney Island, that is far ahead. 
Chicago had better cease its boasting until it has 
learned to make the Sunday a genuin holiday. 

What Chicago couldn’t do of its own gumption 
the law has compelled it to do. The church party 
has found that the law is a two-edged sword and 
can cut both ways. The orthodox party are Anar- 
chists of the worst type—not philosophic Anarchists, 
but crude, savage Anarchists. When the law is on 
their side, they use it with all the power of a despot ; 
when against them, they are willing to break it 
without any compunction. When it comes to the 
real point the orthodox bigots are the most lawless 
in the land, for they only want law when they can 
use it to crush those who think differently from 
themselvs. 

Take it altogether, we hav won quite an advantage 
on purely legal points, and this will be of great serv- 
ice inthe future. The decisions of Judge Stein 
and Judge Fuller contain admirable declarations of 
certain Constitutional principles which are for the 
benefit of the people, and what Judge Goggin has 
done is perfectly legal and cannot be questioned as 
a matter of judicial right. As we necessarily hav a 
legal battle to fight, it is well to get all the points 
of advantage we can, and we certainly hav check- 
mated the church party in the courts of the land, 
which hitherto hav been the stronghold of the ec- 
clesiastical reactionaries. 

The Catholics are holding a congress, and in 


‘learn a thing or two. 


point of numbers and in ability I think it surpasses 
the other church congresses. They hav some very 
shrewd leaders in that church, and they pretty well 
understand what they are about, and are willing to 
It is seldom that a church 
conference is willing to listen to such an honest 
declaration as this. The Catholics hav the wisdom 
of humility. 

One of the marked papers was that read by Mr. 
Elder, of New Orleans. He is evidently a man of 
intelligence, greatobservation, and serious thought. 
In speaking of the church and its source of weak- 
ness in the American republic, he said: 

Let us tell the truth to ourselvs. Our inferior position 
—and it certainly is inferior—is owing greatly, chiefly, 
almost wholly, to ourselvs. 

The great men of this nation hav been, and are, and 
will continue to be, Protestant. I speak not of wealth, 
but of brain, of energy, of action, of heart. The great 
philanthropists, the great orators, the great writers, 
thinkers, leaders, scientists, inventors, teachers of our 
land, hay been Protestant. 


‘What does surprise me is the ‘way we hav of eulogizing 
ourselvs—of talking buncomb and spread-eagle, and of 
giving taffy all round. Iam sorry to say that I cannot 
well join in this enlivening pastime. But I truly cannot. 
When I see how largely Catholicity is represented among 
our hoodlum element, I feel in no spread-eagle mood. 
When I note how few Catholics are engaged in honestly 
tilling the honest soil, and how many Catholics are en- 
gaged in the liquor traffic, I cannot talk buncomb to any- 
body. When I reflect that out of the seventy million of 
this nation we number only nine million, and out of that 
nine million so large a proportion is made up of poor fac- 
tory hands, poor mill and shop and mine and railroad 
employees, poor government clerks, I still fail to find 
material for buncomb, or spread-eagleism, or taffy-giving. 

They hav a nice little bit of a hell in the Moorish 
Palace, Midway Plaisance, which can be seen in all 
its horrors for five cents—cheap enough. I am 
willing to pay that amount just to see it, although 
I don’t think I care for any further experience. You 
can behold the liquid flames and streams of fire, 
and the poor victims rolling and tumbling, and the 
devils punching them in with long poles, while the 
big devil is looking on with a smile of satisfaction 
that would grace the features of an orthodox God. 
A Catholic priest is looking on; whether to aid the 
devil himself or to receive his own reward I don’t 
know. At any rate, he doesn’t seem out of place. 
The whole thing is got up in quite skillful fashion 
and has a very scarey aspect. One old woman, 
gazing at it with perturbed spirit, cried out: 

“How good we ought to be after looking at 
that !” 

“You ought to be good before looking at it,” 
said friend Denny, who was standing near by. 

Our Congress is looming up in bright array. We 
hav visitors now from all parts of the country, from 
California, Arizona, New Mexico, Texas, Florida, 
and New England, as well as from the adjacent 
states. They report great interest in our work 
throughout the country. The Congress evidently 
is becoming a magnet of attraction. Hundreds of 
letters hav been received, and I guess Mr. Charles- 
worth has written about a thousand letters since he 
began his work. It is no child’s play to get up a 
Freethought Congress. There is a multiplicity of 
labor about it—toarouse enthusiasm, arrange forces, 
attract public attention, and make a lasting impres- 
sion, not only by what is said in the Congress, but by” 
the appearance and surroundings of the Congress it- 
self. This will giva great and fraitful impulse to 
the cause. Samvuet P. Pornam. 


“Four Hundred Years of Freethought.” 

Since my last report I hav received nearly one 
hundred names. There are over two hundred and 
fifty subscriptions now, and the publication of the 
book is assured. This is exceedingly gratifying to 
me, not only because I shall enjoy the work laid out 
before me, but because I think that it will be of 
great service to our cause. The history of the last 
four hundred years has not been written from a 
purely Freethought point of view. The inter- 
relations of its great geniuses, and the work they 
hav wrought hav not been placed before the reader 
as a grand and harmonious whole. We see Free- 
thought in fragments, and not as a continuous and 
universal movement. Freethought has been a 
great, steady, and onward current in human affairs. 
It has been a persistent force in the varied domains 
of human actions. What a record there is—Coper- 
nicus, Galileo, Kepler, Bruno, Spinoza, Des Cartes, 
Locke, Hume, Kant, Comte, Bacon, Comenius, 
Froebel, Spencer, Holyoake, Shakspere, Gibbon, 
Shelley, Voltaire, Paine, Darwin, Bradlaugh, Maz- 
zini, Garibaldi, Garrison, Ingersoll, and many 
others—and what a world of activities these shin 
ing names represent. As I progress the work 
broadens and deepens upon me. New avenues of 
research are constantly opening. I find that after 
Congress I must devote two months of hard labor 
to the book, and perhaps more. Iam sure that 
those who aid me in this enterprise desire that I 
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should take plenty of time for a task so important 
as this. The cost also will be greater than at 
first contemplated. I might get out a cheap edi- 
tion, and so save a few hundred dollars; but I 
shall do nothing of the sort. I intend to publish 
a beautiful book—one that Freethinkers will be 
proud of, not simply on account of the matter it 
contains, but the attractiv form in which it is pre- 
sented. We hav plenty of pioneer and rough work 
to do, but that should not prevent us enjoying the 
elegancies of life; for art and beauty belong to 
Freethought as well as toil and danger, and I know 
that those who subscribe for this book will be better 
pleased to hav me spend afew hundred extra dollars 
on the book, and hav its outward appearance excel- 
lent and not cheap and shoddy. I shall want more 
subscriptions to pay expenses, but I hav not much 
doubt but that I shall get them. I hope that I 
shall obtain five hundred before Congress. It will 
be seen that some of my friends subscribe for more 
than one copy. I hope this good example will be 
followed. This is a kind of codperativ under- 
taking, and I want every subscriber to feel that he 
has a personal interest in its success. Unaided 
and alone Icould not hav ventured on so vast an 
undertaking. I hav been most generously sup- 
ported, and I am glad to announce the absolute 
certainty of the publication of the book. If there 
was any doubt at all, the following letter from N. 
F. Griswold makes the sky perfectly clear. Mr. 
Griswold has contributed thousands of dollars to 
the Liberal cause. 

Dzar Purnam: I beg to assure you that if the want of 
a needful number of subscribers will endanger or cause 
delay in the publication of ‘‘Four Hundred Years of 
Freethought,” I will guarantee the amount. So go on 
with the work. Let your pen be unconfined. Write 
your Freethought book, to enlighten, save, and bless 
mankind. I hope the time will soon come when every 
bookstore will dare to nail up over its door Ingersoll’s, 
Putnam’s, and other Liberal books for sale, price five 
cents, up to $5. 

I intend to be at the Congress if alive and well. 

Hoping that you will realize all and more than your 
most sanguin expectations, I am very truly yours, 

N. F. GRISWOLD, 
My veteran friend, J. H. Cook, of Kansas, writes: 


I am inexpressibly pleased with os forthcoming 
“ Four Hundred Years of Freethought.” I hav appre- 
ciated your unsurpassed descriptions of the World’s 
Fair. It is possible I may hav the means and feel well 
enough to attend the Freethought Congress. 

It is delightful to receive the following from 
Helen H. Gardener, who has done her woman’s 
share tọ make Freethought to-day more brilliant 
and hopeful than ever: 

Dear Mr. Purnam: And so you are to giv us ‘Four 
Hundred Years of Freethought.” It is going to strain 
even your power to see the rainbow tints to discover 
much Freethought in a good part of that four hundred 
years. Still, I don’t doubt your ability to do it, if it can 
be done by anybody, and those of us who havn’t the time 
and ability to dig for the information will be happier 
and wiser men when we read that book and find out what 
a lot of Freethought there has been such a long time that 
we didn’t know the first thing about. I mean to improve 
my mind—not to mention my temper—with the contents 
of that book. Meantime, good luck with it. Did you 
receive the nice notice of your World’s Fair book which 
was in the Toledo Blade? Isent itto you, The writer 
of it is a friend of mine, and sent it to me. 

Sincerely, Heren H. GARDENER. 


With such expressions of good-will and a multi- 
plying subscription list, I hav a cheerful though 
arduous task before me. In adding these many 
new names, I will say to. those who hav not yet 
joined the “five hundred,” that I hope they will do 
so at once, for aid and encouragement now will be 
better than six months hence. I want to be per- 
fectly free to devote myself to this work, and not 
hav any outside cares or anxieties. Every sub- 
scription will be the voice of a friend. It will not 
be so much money only, but interest, sympathy, and 
companionship. It will make the toilsome kours 
golden with bright hopes. I hope to hear right 
away from every friend. Address me until October 
1st at 17 So. Curtis street, Chicago, Ill. 

ADDITIONAL NAMES. 


Helen H. Gardener. Ernest Mendum, 
Capt. Robert O. Adams, Mrs. Jessie Day, 


Ool. R. Peterson. H. Cook. 
Charles Watts, A. Beveridge. 
John R. Charlesworth. G. T. Conaway. 
R. W. Bancroft. Alex. Cochran. 
Wm. J. White. 0. E. Cohoon. 
J. Henry Schroeder. A. W. Cheever. 
Jas. A. Kimble. Mrs. L. A. Griswold. 
Wn. J. Fox. A. H. Chandler. 
Victor Laine, G. T. Toye. 

8S. Brewer. Wm. H. Forest. 
J. E. Marden and O. T. Davies. 


Etta Marden. Dr. E. B. Foote, Sr.(5 copies). 
Mrs. A. C. Todd. Dr. J. H. Braffet. 
8. T. Proudman. M. P. Braffet. 


Jas. H. Greenhill (5 copies).J. T. Johnson. 


Henry Furgusen. John Griffiths, 

L. Schlegel. A, N. Johnson. 

“John R. Hundley. B. B. Rockwood. 
Howard Blackburn. Mrs. A. E. Macdonald. 


J. E. Palanca. H. D. Ballard. 


J. M. Libby. Gustave Nelson. 
J. F. Huaenstein. Mrs. C. A. Berleth. 
Geo. H. Turner. Gilbert Lincoln. 


Dr. E. B. Foot, Jr. (4 copies). Orin Fairbanks. 
A. Lewis. J. Pitman. 


Jonathan Wells. Geo. Hendee. 

H. W. Vitte. David Wittenberg. 

A. Rosenow. J. W. Beaty and wife. 
M. E. Coffin. R. P. Bissell. 


Dr. W. C. Priest. P. H. Brown. 

Alfred A. Raymond. C. F. Michael. 

A. Burnston. - Jackson Haynes, 

P. F. Garrett. Jas Condy. 

Thos. G. H. Porter. Chas. Wagner 

Eliza B. Burnz. J. C. Gage 

Phil. S. Binkley. Jacob Simon. 

R. Dewhurst. S. Silverman 

A. Parlett Lloyd. J. C. Brown. 

Henry Bonnell. Mrs. Charlotte Palm. 
Jno. Hubbel. T. B. Wakeman. 
Mrs. Eliza W. Haines. Mrs. Sallie D. Hayden, 
D. Williams. F. D. Rexford. 

E. K. Mofiit. S. F. Benson. 


Capt. C. E. Qarner (4 copies). M. S. Palmer. 
J. Vostrousky. Susan H. Wixon. 


Geo. Schubert, ` Elias Steenerson, 
A. Schell. J. F. Miles. 

Chas. A. Ecker. Chas. Haas. 

E. A. Haslet. Jno. Winn. 

Thos. Salmon. Dr. S. Morse. 
Wm, J. Jones. A. Chapman. 
Mrs. S. B. Miller. Henry Bird. 
Mrs. Rachel L. Andrews. Chas. Waterbury. 
Mr. and Mrs. A. K. Olds. I. B. Rochel. 
Geo. Chamberlain. A. M. Hiltz. 


International Congress of Freethinkers. 


Once again before the Congress is fully upon us 
I feel it to be my duty to write something by way 
of a reminder to the members and the friends of 
the Federation. Tuesday morning, October 3d, 
has been set aside for the use of the Federation, at 
which time the reports of our year’s work will be 
read and the results of our labors given in detail. 
The Federation is just one year old, and though an 
organization of comparativly recent date, it has at- 
tained a grand roll of nearly thirty-five hundred 
members. It has done valuable work for the cause 
of Freethought even in this short time, the details 
of which are far too numerous to recount here; 
but we ask that every member will make a special 
effort to attend the Congress and be present at the 
morning session of October 3d. 

It has been nobly supported in financial matters 
—a fact which alone perhaps has conduced toward 
its successful labors. Freethought has now a grand 
opportunity to make itself both heard and felt. 
Our principles must still be put before the people 
and the platform used for good and effectiv work. 
Each one that we can win to our side weakens the 
power of the church, and our cause—the cause of 
human freedom—is strengthened in due proportion. 
Thus we must use all our energies in that direction 
and direct upon the bulwarks of the enemy all the 
power of argument and the force of logic we may 
possess. 

The powerful motor that lies in political action 
is far too great to be easily estimated. Wherever 
Freethinkers are sufficiently numerous to hold the 
balance of political power no possible means what- 
ever should be spared to put our forces into opera- 
tion and in good working order. The social stand- 
ing of any individual church to-day is reckoned by 
the amount of wealth it controls ; but their power 
and standing as a whole is estimated solely by the 
number of votes they may command. When, there- 
fore, Freethinkers will use their suffrage for Free- 
thought they too will hav something to say, 
as Freethinkers, in the administration of public 
aftairs. These things our friends should take par- 
ticular notice of, and try their best to work on these 
lines, wherever they find it possible so to do. In 
those districts where Freethinkers hav followed 
this rule, they hav, by a strict compliance therewith, 
been more or less successful. These points the 
Federation will show up in its reports, and will 
open out a way for more effectiv work in the future 
upon these lines. It had been the intention of 
Mr. Putnam and myself to start upon a joint cam- 
paign immediately after the Congress, but, owing 
to the financial panic through which we hav just 
passed, and from which we hav barely recovered, it 
has been found impracticable to do so at this time; 
we hav, therefore, decided to defer such campaign 
until after the winter months hav passed. Again, 
the vast amount of labor in which Mr. Putuam will 
be involved, consequent upon the publication of 
his new book, has made it impossible to put it into 
operation as soon as we had expected. It is now 
my intention to start eastwards upon a lecture 
tour as soon after the Congress as possible. My 
route will be through Ohio, Kentucky, Pennsyl- 
vania, New York, Connecticut, and Massachusetts. 
I hav already a few dates fixed upon my tour, and 
I would request thai friends in the states named 
desiring lectures address me at once concerning 
them. We must carry on our part of the good 
work of the Congress. We must keep on working 


in the field, working for the happiness of man, and 
not for the glorification of God. 

Since my last report of subscriptions received, 
the following hav been sent in, of which we now 
make due acknowledgment: 


Wd. Whita Ba ee $1 00 
Alex. Cochran.................cc:eeceececeseeeees Aea EEE NS ASSES 10 00 
G. T Cone Way 26 aicceses eoan asean oE ENUN 5 00 
Greensburg Liberal Union.........6.......seceeeseceee renee 10 00 
James A. Greenhill..............cccceesecsesceceeeteteeee reese 5 00 
Oy is Gain Or iss 605.605 E AE E ovens 15 00 
Ps a HAD A ESEE E E EE 5 00 
W: COO cs.cscecesssnscnede cesses” aae a aS i 5 00 
Blackhawk Liberals...............cccccscsececescecccecsecerscees 5 00 
Viotor Laine «..ssceccescscesitdeccsssooscsiaevececscessacnedeeses 1 00 
Fred COOK? ......00ccscescsscevccscccoccsessscceccoesscesesctecee’ . 100 
Carl Mereal............... A E E E tinea ewan ees 1 00 
John Mahara..........05.scccecsesccstecsessesscctsecsssevscesesses 1 00 
Mrs. Mahara 05.3. 3055. cssenies easter oesie 1 00 
Miss Anna Mahara... ..........ccccsececuccesessesccscescecesees 1 00 
A-G Ones vensen n ies aa N ES sauce cabea is dade vaheves 50 
S. B: Siar s Enr Aa EEVEE 50 
"Philip COWen. .......essseessssereeensreeretesssesreessereessnressee 1 00 
R. Dewhurst seire erine atvesssseeecacevacseveeceveoviecdss 5 00 
H. Sandborg. scncese ciiis P AE E 1 00 
G. T- CONAWAY sissien eie oaia aie 1 00 
Ac Kimball cenie sasra enasi eeen 100 
A Friend of Tue TRUTA SEURER..........:cccesecceeteeees 50 00 
Hewi Vito eee Aree Ea a Ee E cavers 2 00 
P. F. Garrettis.ccccssecescsicesvccccavasiescasevsidecsvtacescneve's 2 00 
S. Brewer s35c0cics6seedeicois cassis eve eei eniai aS i 1 00 
W Hs Pepper aseeseen e eea E EEN Aaa 10 00 
Ed. Gr OOo ile asta csecccecsseayedscctenceseoosanded aoine i aias 1 00 


Francis and Ruth Brettell....... .......c.ceceeceece sree ecees 


Geo. Hendee... 1 00 
Fred Manterz.. 1 00 
A. W. Tucker ..........0... 50 

Mba ci. 6 nek Sosencapiele Naas cena teaceIOl 50 


Jonn R. CHARLESWORTH, 
Sec. Freethought Federation of America. 
17 South Curtis street, Chicago. 
— 

Everyone going to Chicago this fall shonld hay a 
copy of S. P. Putnam’s “‘ Pen Pictures of the World’s 
Fair” in his pocket. He will find it a great aid to in- 
telligent sight-seeing. Price, 25 cents; 5 copies for 
$1. 

What the New York Herald says: 

This is a handy volume to hav in your gripsack when 
you start for Chicago. You can read it while on the 
way, and so prepare yourself for the wonders of that 
gorgeous Exposition, and after you get there it will giv 
you a vast deal of useful information, a thousand and one 
facts, and plenty of interesting statistics concerning the 
various departments. It is as good a book for this pur- 
pose as we hav seen. 


The Godless Eskimos. 
Astorta, Ore., Datlv Budget. 

There arrived in Tacoma recently Miner W. 
Bruce, late superintendent of the United States 
government reindeer station at Port Clarence, 
Arctic Alaska, in charge of a party of Eskimos from 
the far and frozen North, who are to appear in the 
Alaskan exhibit at the World’s Fair. 

These Eskimos are a singularly interesting peo- 
ple, presenting some subjects for ethnological 
study that belong to them alone of all the known 
races of men. They are unique, alone, lost, as it 
were, in the solitude of an originality as vast and 
strange as that bleak and terrible North to which 
they apply the tender name of home. 

They hav no religion, worship no god, and dream 
of no future life beyond the narrow horizon of this 
world. They are kind and affectionate and serious 
crimes are unknown among them. They marry, 
but by no ceremony, secular or religious. When a 
nativ wishes a wife he takes the first one he finds 
who is willing to hav him and they are very faithful 
to their husbands. 

The Eskimo mothers never beat their children 
and the cry of a child is rarely heard. 


Lectures and Meetings. 

J. E. Remssure is lecturing to crowded houses in 
Michigan. He will delivor thirty lectures in that state, 
and after the Congress make a tour of Wisconsin, Minne- 
sota, and the Dakotas. 

Mr, FRANKLIN Steiner’s lecture engagements, so far 
as arranged, are as follows: 


Newton, Ta; Septet. iana 17 
Woodward, Ba ES. aeaa as IE iS 18 
Carlisle, ee OO na oT ET S SoTi eis 20-23 
Lyons (afternoon), ts EE E E 24 
Clinton (evening), se E T AN 24 
De Witt, £0 SE iad d, dave ctvlaveioged doi 25 
Grand Mound, O86 AG A E ES 26 
Calamus, CO, OSs E T, 27 
Chicago, DU: Oetiveccetisisaevssseestecsees 1 


After the International Congress of Freethinkers, Mr. 
Steiner will return to Iowa and spend the latter half of 
October and all of November in that state. Address him 
at Box 882, Des Moines, Ia. 
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Letters of Firiends. 


Is Socially Persecuted. 

Norra Meuoorpany, PA., Aug. 21, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: Please find inclosed money 
order for the Truth Seeker Library which 
I see advertised in Taz TRUTH SEEKER, 
which I hav taken for years. The Truth 
Seeker Library is $3. I also want ‘‘ In- 
fide] Death-Beds,”’ price twenty-five cents. 
I hav been so interested in ‘‘ Why I Do 
Not Like the God and Religion of My 
Parents” that I hav read it over and over. 
It is splendid. We love thedear old Teura 
SEEKER and would gladly add to your sub- 
scription list, but we livin the hotbed of 
orthodoxy, and we cannot even get them 
to read our paper. We get many a thrust 
and cold shoulder on account of our Free- 
thought principles, but they will prevail, 

as they ought and must. Levr KELLEY. 


The Five-Points People. 
Curyennz, Wyo., Aug. 23, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: You will find inclosed $5, 
for which you will please continue to send 
me Tue Truru SEEKER. Also send it to 
the name and addressshown on theinclosed 
subscription list. There are a great many 
Freethinkers in this part of God’s foot- 
stool, but they don’t seem to be as faithful 
to principle as the Christians are to dog- 
mas. If they were, what a great blessing 
it would be to humanity ! I hav been try- 
ing to hav your valuable paper sold by the 
newsdealers here. One of thos: gentle- 
men, a believer in the five points, said he 
would sooner starve than sell a paper of 
that kind. I think there is very little dan- 
ger of any of those five-points people starv- 
ing if there is anything in sight. 

Yours fraternally, Joun DONNELLY. 


What in Religion’s Place? 
Junotion Orry, Aug. 5, 1893. 

Mr. Evrror: Inclosed please find $5 for 
renewal of my subscription to Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER for two years from May 11, 1893. 
I hav tried hard to get a subscriber for 
you, but itis uphill business here. The 
people seem to think that they are better 
off with the old fossil of religion than they 
would be with the paper; but for me, I 
will take the paper in preference, and I 
keep it before the people. I giv every- 
one a copy that will take one and read it. 
Some like it, and some think it a little too 
strong, and ask what I would givin place 
of religion. I tell them liberty and com- 
mon sense; but they seem to want some- 
thing to worship, so I tell them to worship 
nature as we behold it, and then they wor- 
ship something real. 

Yours for Truth and Reason, 
J. L. ROWELL. 


Wants Names and Dates. 

New ORLEANS, La., Aug. 7, 1893, 
Mr. Eprror: I get your paper weekly 
on one of our local news-stands. I am 
much instructed and benefited by its 
perusal and generally read every article 
and item in it. Now, I should like to 
make a suggestion—it is one I am forced 
to make by circumstances. Iwas a Catho- 
lic; now I am honest enough to say when 
asked as to my belief, ‘‘I am an Agnostic 
about things outside of this green earth.” 
I say, relativ to what religion terms 
spiritual, ‘‘I know nothing.” I hav many 
a controversy with a Jesuit priest and very 
religious laymen, and it would help me 
wonderfully to hold my end up if, as in 
the case of a statement in your last made 
by Dr. Bradford in the beginning of his 
article on page 486—‘‘It is not two cent- 
uries since,” etc., etc.—your correspond- 
ents would be a little more explicit. If I 
had the name of that council, where it was 
held, and all the attendant data, I could 
then use it, as I would like to, and not hav 
to answer to the return question as to 
where the council was held that I did not 
know. Now, my suggestion is to request 
your correspondents to always when pos- 
sible giv data. It isa great help, and facts 
are stubborn things. Hoping you will 
agree with me, and apologizing for en- 

croaching on your valuable time, I am, 

Yours truly, J, M. MAXWELL. 


Founder of Freethonght Grove-Meetings. 
Norta Huron, N. Y., Sept. 4, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: It is with feelings of regret 

that I announce to you and your readers 


the loss of our friend, J. M. Cosad, who 
died at his home in Huron, Wayne county, 
N. Y., Tuesday, August 15th, being in 
his eighty-third year. He had been as 
well as usual until a few days before his 
death, and was supposed to be improving. 
Getting up in the morning, and after sit- 


-ting by the fire a short time, he returned 


to bed, and in a few moments passed 
away. The funeral took place Thursday, 
H. L. Green, editor and publisher of the 
Freethinkers’ Magazine, of Buffalo, offi- 
ciating. Mr. Cosad was the founder of the 
first Freethought grove-meeting held in 
this country, in the year 1877; building a 
short time after a large hall, which he in- 
tended to be used for the advancement of 
Freethought, At his expense he had lect- 
ures at different times, but found the peo- 
ple in this section so impregnated with 
orthodoxy that nothing but the doctrin 
they had been taught from infancy would 
bring them together, and the lectures were 
abandoned. Mr. Cosad was a man of tem- 
perate habits, neither using alcoholic 
drinks nor tobacco in any form; a firm be- 
liever in the religion of humanity, and up 
to the time of his death worked for the 
cause. G. W. Surra. 


Obituary. 
CHARLOTTE, MIos., Aug. 25, 1893. 

Mr. Epitor: Died, Aug. 6, 1893, at 
Orangeport, N. Y., Martin E. Atwood. 
Mr. Atwood was born in Niagara county, 
N. Y., in 1822; was a lifelong Freethinker, 
and a man of many virtues. A wife and 
five children are left to mourn the death 
of a good husband and kind father. His 
children now living are Frank Atwood, of 
Tonawanda; Mrs. Emma Headley, Albert 
A. Atwood, and Alice Atwood, of Buffalo 
county, and Charles Atwood, of Orange- 
port, N. Y. 

In a letter from his daughter, she says: 
‘* My father is missed very much all over 
this part of the country. His good deeds 
and kind ways gained him many friends; 
and I don’t think he ever had a blemish 
on his life.” This eulogy from his daugh- 
ter was not because he was taken away, 
but from the love and respect that all the 
family felt toward their father. 

The children, as also the mother, are 
united in the belief that deeds, and not 
creeds, make life worth living. 

In a letter to the family, at the death of 
a brother three years ago, he says: 
“Death is as natural as birth, and we hav 
no fear from a natural cause that brought 
us into existence.” That letter, as a eu- 
logy toaloved brother, was read at the 
funeral by Homer Potter, and is preserved 
by the family as a kindly remembrance 
from him who so recently passed away. 

The writer of this article spent two 
pleasant weeks at the home of Mr. and 
Mrs. Martin Atwood one year ago, and the 
genial good-nature of all the family made 
home what it should be, a place to enjoy 
life. R. E. Arwoop Venn. 


Presage of Future Existence, 


Mints Crry, Mont., Aug. 30, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: ‘‘There is, I know not how, 
in the minds of men acertain presage, asit 
were, of a future existence, and this takes 
the deepest root, and is the most discover- 
able, in the greatest geniuses and most ex- 
alted souls ” (Cicero), 

The above quotation attracted my at- 
tention and struck me with such force 
that it prompted me to investigate. Will 
you kindly let me know through the 
columns of Tue TRUTH SEEKER if it is 
true, and if true how do you account for it? 

Yours truly, C. E. WERST. 

[There is not a presage of a future exist- 
ence in ‘“‘the minds of men.” There is 
one in the minds only of some men. And 
in the minds of these men there continu- 
ally are, also, presages that each of those 
persons is smarter or better than he is, 
that sundry illusiv projects will turn out 
well, that they will eventually win in the 
races or the lotteries, and a thousand such 
flattering things. But the presages of 
these things do not prove them true, and 
the presage of a future life does not prove 
it true. The wish is father to the 
thought. As to the presage of a future 
life being ‘‘most discoverable in the 
greatest geniuses and most exalted souls,” 
itis obvious that, as far as the belief in the 
Christian’s future life is concerned, it is 


most prevalent in the lower orders of the 
community, and lacking in the eminent- 
The most unintellectual nations and classes 
most entertain it, while in calling over the 
roll of the world’s greatest men one will 
find it but rare ly—vide ‘‘The Biograph- 
ical Dictionary of Freethinkers,” by J. 
M. Wheeler.—Ep. T. 8.] 


Land for a Freethinkers’ College and a 
Freethinkers’ Home. 


Sr. Josera, Mo., Sept. 2, E.M. 293. 

Mr. Eprror: I see in Tar TRUTH SEEKER 
of recent dates a proposition to build a 
monument to Colonel Ingersoll in the way 
of an institution of learning, and another 
to build a home for aged Freethinkers. 
I hav been thinking over the matter, and 
hav made up my mind to make th^ fol. 
lowing offer in regard to both proposi- 
tions. To start with, I will state that we 
(my wife and I) are the owners of Inger- 
soll springs in Scott county, Kan., together 
with one hundred and sixty acres of land, 
and will giv five acres for the Ingersoll 
college, and five acres for a home for aged 
Freethinkers and orphans of same, on 
only one condition, viz., that the land 
shall not be contaminated by any ortho- 
dox teachings, and shall be controled 
exclusivly by Freethinkers or so-called 
Infidels forever, and when in the future it 
should fal! into disrepute by being under 
the control of any orthodox or the doc- 
trins thereof, then the title to said lands 
shall revert back and be vested in my 
heirs and assigns. 

I will say that the springs are of suffi- 
cient volume and power to water a city of 
fifty thousand inhabitants or to irrigate 
quite a large tract of the fine land adjacent 
to the springs. I hav made a survey of 
the springs and find there is a volume of 
fourteen inches square and twenty-eight 
foot fallin a few rods. The water is soft 
and good for health purposes and for any 
and all domestic uses. I will further state 
that within five miles of the springs there 
are acres of the finest building-stone in 
America. The buildings could be built of 
that stone at very reasonable prices. The 
land we propose to giv is high, level, 
beautiful land, with a rich soil, and ad- 
joining it there is at least forty thousand 
acres of splendid level land. The springs 
are two hundred and fifty miles east of 
Denver, and very near the geographical 
center of the United States. 

Now, I make this offer in good faith, 
and if some of our noble Freethinkers will 
formulate a plan of procedure in the prem- 
ises, I think we can make a success of 
the project, and the above offer is not all 
I will do if we get the matter started on a 
sure basis. 

a.r. Editor, I hope you will publish this 
before the Congress in Chicago, Oct. 1 to 
8, 1893, as I want the matter known, so 
we can make it go. It would be one of 
the happiest days of my life if I could liv 
to see the success of the undertaking. 

Yours for the rights of man, 
G. G. Brox. 


Immortality Viewed as a Result of 
Evolution. 
CHRYSTOVAL, ARIZ., Aug. 13, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: In reading your corre- 
spondence, I am surprised at the number 
and bitterness of those who fear the im- 
mortality of the soul. Iam one who be- 
lieves in immortality, but not necessarily 
in tbe immortality of all men. 

The starting-point of the universe is the 
primordial atom, within which lie all the 
actualities around us and possibilities be- 
yond that remain to be worked out by 
law inkerent in the atoms that constitute 
the whole. Inasmuch as man is the result 
of evolution, why may not the work be car- 
ried to a point where, upon the dissolution 
of the body, there may be a continuation of 
the conscious mental man under conditions 
analogous to those surrounding him in the 
physical world, and where his mentality 
may act unhampered by the thralldom of 
the grosser elements of this earth life? 
Such continuation cannot be more won- 
derful than that we are here. If, as I be- 
lieve, immortality is the result of evolu- 
tionary growth, it is possible that that 
evolutionary work may be checked or en- 
tirely suspended, and the being hav no 
immortal spark, and die when the body 
perishes as the flame of the lamp expires 


when the wick is turned down and the | 


breath is blown upon it. This I believe 
will account for so many bitter and acri- 
monious jibes by your correspondents 
upon the subject of the continuation of life 
beyond the grave. 

I hav been in the midst of this fight for 
over thirty years, and for the last twenty 
I hav read nor heard no newer argument 
against an after life than what were 
brought into existence within afew brief 
years after the advent of modern Spirit- 
ualism, which precipitated the discussion. 

If our modern Freethinkers could only 
bring themselvs into the frame of mind of 
our first great apostle, Thomas Paine, and 
even hope for immortality, they might 
show a little more charity and a great deal 
less ex-cathedra knowledge on the sub- 
ject. Some of them make us exceedingly 
tired with their long-winded platitudes 
and pointless argument (so called). It cer- 
tainly can make no man or woman the 
worse to believe in a continued exist- 
ence and that they will hav to atone in 
their own person for every infraction of 
law, moral and divine. Like the immortal 
D. M. Bennett, I believe a man or woman 
may believe in the immortality of the soul 
—Spiritualism, if you please—and not be 
a blanked fool. 

Yours for the Truth, 
O. F. THORNTON. 


Freethinkers Hav Been Rip Van Winkles. 
Srracuse, N. Y., Aug. 27, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: I hav read with interest 
“ Sister” Ruth Brettell’s letter from 
Rochester, N. Y., of August 3d, and think 
‘Sister’ Ruth entertains good ideas re- 
garding a home for aged Freethinkers. 
But while a Freethought home is commend- 
able, a university where the seeds of thought 
may be expanded by the ripening knowl- 
edge of the years to be is far more impor- 
tant it seems to me. As I understand it, 
Freethinkers hav few schools. It is true 
Cornell University, Harvard University, 
Girard College, and a few other schools 
are considered Liberal by many, but a 
correct investigation will reveal the fact 
that they are canopied by Christian 
clouds. 

Therefore, a Freethought university is 
what is needed most for the present. It 
has been well and wisely said, ‘‘ Eternal 
vigilance is the price of liberty.” When 
Freethinkers awake from their lethargy 
they will then see the necessity of proper 
education. 

If it is a fact that all told there are only 
seventeen million Christians in America 
and about one hundred and ten thousand 
preachers are the mouthpieces of this 
minority of Christians, does it not reflect - 
discredit upon the majority of Liberals in 
this country to be chiefiy controled and 
schooled by the Christians? Freethinkers, 
wake up! Wake up! You hav been the 
companion of Rip Van Winkle in the 
mountains altogether too long. A few 
heroic workers hav through all the four 
hundred years of Freethought in America 
carried the torches and the masses hav 
been too lazy or indifferent to assist them. 

Friends of Freethought, now is your 
time to rally round the flag of liberty— 
round the blue, the red, and the stars, and 
make a magnificent showing at Chicago. 

The International Congress, its noble 
workers—all of them—need your help. The 
question is, Will you help? I sincerely 
hope so. Liberals psy school taxes to 
defray the expenses of schools where 
superstition reigns and the Bible is read 
and science dethroned. How long, oh, 
how long, will you submit to this debar- 
ment of your children’s progress? I wait 
for time to answer. 

Christians, despite their Bible teachings, 
hav in many cases outgrown their creeds, 
burst their bracelets of bondage, and il- 
luminated many dark souls and helped 
cheer them up the summit of truth. I do 
not wish to say that Christians, all of 
them, are bad. Neither do I claim that 
all Freethinkers are good. Hundreds of 
church-members, like hundreds of Free- 
thinkers, are good friends of mine and I 
am their friend. It is their religion— 
belief—that is repugnant to me and not 
the humanity of their souls. i 

Great men, who hav by brain and heart 
ascended to the topmost round of fame’s 
ladder and achieved their merited success 
by their own unremitting diligence, are 
the men historic readers admiring praise, 
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That Col. Robert G. Ingersoll has reached 
with outstretched wings of noble thoughts 
and kingly deeds the hearts of men—a 
praise as lasting as the stars—I will never 
question. And Liberal friends of every 
clime, who recognize his noble work and 
worth, admire the man and wish to pay 
their tribute to him by erecting a monu- 
ment that time’s affecting fingers can 
never obliterate. 

Friends, pause a moment. The litera- 
ture of many lands blossoms into monu- 
ments for Colonel Ingersoll. 
built his own monument, and his countless 
gems of speech will continue through all 
ages to enrich the souls of men. There- 


fore, he needs no monument you can 
But what we need is a 


build for him. 
university built by Colonel Ingersoll and 
conducted under his management. From 
great men we naturally expect great things, 


and Colonel Ingersoll can as easily giv 
half a million dollars for the endowment 
of an Ingersoll University as some poor 
devil who talks about making Colonel 


Ingersoll a present of a monument could 
giv a cent. 


Giv us more schools and teacheis, less 


churches and preachers, fewer monu- 
ments, more joyousness, more of the use- 
ful, less of religion and more humanity, 


then this world will be a very Eden of 


happiness. Roserrt R. JoNES. 


A Christian but Criminal Town. 
SHENANDOAR, IA., Aug. 25, 1893. 


Mr. EprroR: A modern Sodom and 
Gomorrah is the wicked but thoroughly 
Christian town of Shenandoah, Ia., fa- 
miliarly known to the outside world by 
such significant and euphonious names as 


Crime Center, Chippyville, Pokertown, 
Christburg, Hell City, etc., all of which 
names it richly deserves. Shenandoah is a 
pretty little town of about twenty-five 
hundred inhabitants, situated in Page 
county, about thirty-five miles east of the 
Missouri river, and about eighteen miles 
north of the Missouri state line. It has 
only fourteen churches, and a Christian 
parrot and idiot factory, misnamed West- 
ern Normal College, whose motto is, 
“Strictly non-sectarian, but thoroughly 
Christian.” 
had more murders, suicides, robberies— 
both legalized and unlegalized—incests, 
abortions, rapes, adulteries, fornications, 
bastardies, elopements, drunkards, opium 
fiends, baptisms, syphilis, lawsuits, church 
trials, fights, calumnies, scandals, lying, 
hypocrisies, incendiaries, usuries, etc.— 
in fact, these good, pious, virtuous, and 
non-sectarian Christians are guilty of every 
crime in the calendar, from cigaret- 
smoking, hazing, and plain drunk, up to 
compound bigamy and bastardy, fifty per 
cent interest, and an Omaha massage 
treatment. The latest scandal in this 
“strictly non-sectarian but thcroughly 
Christian ” town, was the accidental discov- 
ery of the virtuous and angelic Deacon Mell 
with the virtuous and thoroughly Christian 
Mrs. Gardiner onhislap. The committee 
of Christian sneaks and snakes who were 
watching this good sister’s house were not 
looking for the good Deacon Mell, but 
were watching for smaller game. At the 
church trial in the Methodist church, this 
holy saint, deacon, Sunday-school teacher, 
Prohibition detectiv, and Sunday-closing 
bigot confessed the whole business, and 
like the cowardly cur that he is, put the 
whole blame on the woman, claiming that 
she came and sat on his lap, put her ‘‘ non- 
sectarian but thoroughly Christian” arms 
around his beefy neck, kissed his pure and 
holy lips—unmistakable evidence of her 
insanity--and otherwise tempted him un- 
til he folded his wings and—submitted. 
Poor, innocent little thing, he should never 
hav wandered so far away from his chap- 
eron! They took away his deaconship and 
teachership just for appearances, but did 
not expel him from the church because his 
nickels and dimes are just as good as ever. 
Oh, the church is a great institution! or, 
more correctly speaking, a great prostitu- 
tion. They recently discharged the prin- 
cipal of the public schools, Professor Car- 
roll, for attempting liberties with the little 
girl pupils. He is very pious, aud an activ 
. worker in the Rev. Dr. God’s grape-patch, 
Then the kind and gentle followers of 
Mr. Jesus H. Christ burnt their non- 
sectarian but thoroughly Christian college 


He has 


For its size Shenandoah has 


to spite each other and to convince out- 
siders that it was strictly non-sectarian, 
but thoroughly Christian. Since the hard 
times hav come the thoroughly Christian 
Thomas Reed, president of the First Na- 
tional Bank here, has advanced his interest 
rate from twelve to twenty per cent, just 
to convince us Infidels that he is ‘‘ doing 
unto others as he would hay others do 
unto him,” and that he is practicing the 
following alleged teachings of his bachelor 
savior: ‘‘Giv to every man that asketh of 
thee; and of him that taketh away thy 


goods, ask them not again ” (Luke vi, 30);- 


‘‘ But love ye your enemies, and do good, 
and lend, hoping for nothing again, and 
your reward shall be great ” (Luke vi, 35). 
Oh, yes, Mr. Christ, Brother Reed has no 
doubt but that his reward will be great 
(perhaps more than twenty per cent) if he 
follows your Populistic advice, but still 
doesn’t intend to take any chances on it. 
“Sell all that thou hast, and distribute 
unto the poor, and thou shalt hav treasure 
in heaven” (Luke xviii, 22). Yes, Mr. 
Luke, Brother Reed is distributing all he 
has to his poor neighbors (but on gilt- 
edge security and at twenty per cent in- 
terest, payable— by deduction—in ad- 
vance); so please hav some choice treasures 
ready for Brother Reed when he arrives, 
and be careful to not assign him apart- 
ments anywhere near the good, virtuous 
Rev. Mr. Bogges’s apartments. As Brother 
Reed is very pious, and also a stanch Re- 
publican, you might giv him quarters near 
Guiteau’s. As a matter of justice, the 
other bankers here (and every place else, 
for that matter) are just as thoroughly 
Christian and onery as Brother Reed. In 
fact, there are only two virtuous men in 
the whole town, and they are Col. C. V. 
Mount and Benj. Clare, and they are no 
more Christians than Christ was. ; 

There are four weekly papers here, and 
only one, the Post, dares to tell the truth 
about anything, and it only dares to 
speak out upon political matters. If any- 
one has children home he wishes thor- 
oughly educated in ancient, medieval, and 
modern idiocy, alias theology and Chris- 
tianity, and all the mysteries of scientific 
and classical poker-playing, I can con- 
scientiously recommend the strictly non- 
sectarian but thoroughly Christian col- 
lege that is located here. There is- no 
college in the world that affords its stu- 
dents such ample clinical advantages 
(church scandals and trials) as the non- 
sectarian but thoroughly Christian col- 
lege at Shenandoah, Ia. 

Dr, C. W. Mag, 


Grand Christian Exhibit at the Fair. 
Yrsmanti, Mios., Aug. 28, 1893. 
Mr. Eprtror: I suppose we may consider 
ourselvs beaten in relation to the World’s 
Fair, not fairly, but by organized bigotry, 
intolerance, and misrepresentation. Yet, 
notwithstanding its seeming victory, the 
church has received a blow it will not re- 
cover from in years. The people of this 
country, having had their attention called 
to the subject as never before, will be 
slow to cease their opposition to its further 
claims to control actions and consciences. 
After reading the threats of the different 
sects to withdraw their exhibits if the 
gates were open on Sunday, I was not 
very sorry that they hav decided to close 
them. It would hay been, to say the 
least, a great misfortune to hav been de- 
prived of seeing some of the most im- 
portant of religious relics. I had pictured 
in my imagination some of the things that 
would naturally find their way to the col- 
lections. Beginning with the race, we 
should expect to see in Exhibit No. 1 the 
garments worn by our first parents, at the 
suggestion of the talking serpent that they 
would be eminently proper, which will be 
admired, not so much on account of their 
material and workmanship, as exemplify- 
ing the fact that then, as well as now, neces- 
sity was the mother of invention. Another 
article to be seen will be a specimen of 
scripture wine, said to hav been unfer- 
mented, and as this exhibit will be under 
the supervision of the Women’s Christian 
Temperance Union, they will no doubt be 
able to convince the anxious inquirer why 
Lot’s daughters gave it to their father for 
the express purpose of making him drunk, 
and which proved so satisfactory in its re- 
sults to themselvs in both instances. Those 
who may be anxious to learn the partiou- 


lars, we refer to Gen. xix, 30-38. All 
this we suppose was perfectly proper, 
as no word of remonstrance was forthcom- 
ing from heaven or earth. They will no 
doubt contend that he was shamming, 
which partly accounts for the success of 
the undertaking. But the same could not 
hav been said of Noah, who evidently 
imagined himself in the garden of Eden 
before clothes were the fashion, and where 
he also took lessons in cursing. In Ex- 
hibit No. 2 will be seen one of the spotted 
sticks that Jacob placed before Laban’s 
cattle (Gen. xxx); also the signet, brace- 
lets, and staff which the pious old Judah 
gave to the virtuous Tamar as a pledge of 
good faith (see Gen. xxi, 12-30); also 
Joseph’s skirt, which he parted with in a 
hasty retreat, which so disgusted him we 
will wager he ever wore a roundabout af- 
terward (see Gen. xxxvi, 7-20); also the 
identical nail and hammer that Madam 
Jael used in spiking the fleeing Sisera to 
her tent floor (see Judges, iv, 21). Lov- 
ers of music will no doubt be attracted to 
this exhibit, as it not only contains De- 
borah’s song over the event, but also the 
Song of Solomon, and Ps. cix, with music 
set thereto, making it not only rich but 
racy. In Exhibit No. 3 no doubt may be 
seen a lock of Samson’s hair, taken from his 
head while asleep by the charming Delilah; 
also one-of the posts of the gate he carried 
away, together with a section of one of the 
columns he removed from the temple, kill- 
ing himself and others; also the jawbone 
with which he slew a thousand Philistines 
as they stood round waiting to be killed. 
This exhibit will no doubt be largely pat- 
ronized by athletes. Military men will no 
doubt be very much interested in Exhibit 
No. 4, asit will show the veritable chariot 
of Pharaoh in which he pursued the fiee- 
ing Hebrews, and which, in consequence 
of the Lord’s removing the linchpins, 
spilled him into the sea (this last was lately 
brought to the surface by a vessel while 
weighing anchor). The other chariot to 
be seen will no doubt be closely seruti- 
nized, being made of iron, and successfully 
used by the children of the valley as they 
warred against the Lord himself. The 
rams’ horns, used with such signal effect 
by Joshua in throwing down the stones 
piled up around Jericho, will also receive 
considerable attention. In fact, they must 
be considered a stunner. Exhibit No. 5 
very likely will show a brace of quails the 
same as the east wind brought from the 
sea to feed the manna-cloyed Hebrews, to- 
gether with the veritable perch the little 
flock roosted upon (Num. xi, 31-38). The 
sight of a quail to a Jew from that day to 
this has been like the sight of water to a 
rabid animal. In Exhibit No. 6 no doubt 
will be seen the style of skirt worn by the 
renowned Boaz. Its extreme length will 
undoubtedly astonish some, but if they 
will turn to the book of Ruth, iii, 9, they 
will at once see the necessity in the case. 
Exhibit No. 7 will no doubt show the 
identical saddle used by Balaam, in a good 
state of preservation, although it may not 
be thought prudent to produce the animal 
he rode, as the contrast might not prove 
favorable to the asses of the present day, 
the modern ass having fewer legs and more 
jaw. Witness the diatribe of one of these 
Rey. asses against the decision of the 
judges in the case of the World’s Fair. 
His spiritual vision was so clear that he 
could see a devil in the shape of a black 
toad at his elbow guiding him in his de- 
cision. Another, with the unmistakable 
bray, is calling upon the Christian presi- 
dent for troops, showing the same desire 
to swell the scarlet river that the church 
has always manifested whenever and 
wherever it has had the ability to do so, 
and all the little asses rush to shake the 
hand of him who attempts to belittle Presi- 
dent Cleveland in the comparison with 
Andrew Jackson, imagining that such 
gibberish makes him a little Simon Magus, 
of scripture fame, whe was called by 
his followers ‘‘The Great Power of 
God.” Oh, how these followers of the 
meek and lowly Jesus thirst for gore. Do 
these mud-spouting geysers expect to in- 
timidate these and future judges who may 
be called upon to decide a case of consti- 
tutional law? Ithink I hear them say, 
“Hands off, gentlemen! Attend strictly 
to your own legitimate business, and you 
will then hav no time to thrust your snout 
into our trough. Otherwise we may find 


it necessary to ornament it with a ring.” 
In Exhibit No. 7 we may expect to see 
the saws and iron harrows that the man 
“after God’s own heart” used in preparing 
prisoners captured in battle for kingdom 
come; also the identical dress that this 
representativ of the sheep-cote should hav 
worn, but did not, when gyrating before 
the maidens of whom he expected to be 
held in honor. The scriptures are silent 
asa clam as to whether there were any 
Dr, Parkbursts present to witness the in- 
teresting performance, but we venture 
the prediction, could the maidens said to 
hav been present hay exchanged places 


-with this jumping-jack, not all the barhed- 


wire fences ever made would hav kept 
them out, because it would hav been in 
the interest of morality, you know, and 
the glory of God. Space forbids the 
naming of all that will be shown, but it 
will be curious to notice the modern im- 
provements made in the rack, wheel, 
thumb-screws, red-hot pincers, ducking- 
stool, etc., all of which fill the hearts of 
the ransomed of the Lord with joy un- 
speakable. 

Exhibit No. 8 no doubt will contain 
the marriage license and certificate of 
marriage, with price of the same, of a 
couple of heaven-made matches (Hos. 
i and iii); also a barley cake, with a 
recipe for the same (for particulars 
see Ezek. iv, 9-15); also the wardrobe 
ordered for the prophet Isaiah (see Isa. 
xx, 2-5). This exhibit will not be com- 
plete without the family Bible of King 
Solomon with frontispiece showing his 
little family in the attitude of family wor- 
ship, both married and those that ought to 
hay been. To wind up with I expect to 
see the last edition of the ‘‘Crimes of 
Preachers,” published by Tue. TRUTH 
SEEKER, showing that the crew that man 
the old ship Zion to-day hold their own 
in every particular with those that are 
now roosting in Abraham’s bosom. 

I suppose all these gentlemen who travel 
in the narrow way will now boycott all 
broad-gage railroads, all manufacturers 
of clocks that run more than six days in 
the week, all manufacturers of yeast that 
will rise on Sunday, all magistrates who 
perform the marriage ceremony upon that 
day, all priests who-do the same, except 
under certain circumstances and conditions 
mentioned in 1 Cor. vii, 9. If these reverend 
sheiks who are holding religious services 
every Sunday upon the grounds fail to 
convert the heathen representative present 
and insure another ‘‘ Pentecostal season ” 
as recorded in Acts ii, they will probably 
order the president to turn the troops 
upon them with orders to ‘‘slay old and 
young, male and female, infant and suck- 
ling, leave nothing alive that breathes,” 
.as recorded in Num. xxxi. Our British 
cousins, who also are Christians, may 
recommend the Sepoy route as preferable, 
load the big Krupp gun with them, and 
send them lakeward, ‘‘ baptizing them 
into~death,” then sing the Doxology— 
“Praise God from whom all blessings 
fiow.” There is not the slightest doubt 
that these ranters hav got religion in its 
full strength of the Cook, Crafts, Sam 
Jones, and Sam Small variety, got it bad 
too—unless they are what the little boy 
said his parents were. A Sunday-school 
agent asked him if his parents were Chris 
tians. His reply was, ‘‘ Not much; my 
parents are Democrats. They hav not 
caught it yet; when they do they will 
make things hum, you bet.” We suppose 
the ransomed of the Lord will now pro- 
ceed to sing: 

Oh, how happy are they 
Who their savior obey, 


Who can ride on half-pay 
On God’s holy day. 


We can ride on free passes, 
Although we are called asses 
By great and small classes 
Which make the great masses, 

It was expected that all members of the 
Young Men's Christian Association would 
wear crape upon their hats; thé Christian 
Endeavor Societies would do the same; 
the Woman’s Christian Temperance Union 
suitably adorn the back furrows upon 
their shoulders; all.Christian newspapers 
ornament their columns with black lines, 
ete.; but I will not further trespass upon 
your patience. With best wishes, i 

I remain, yours respectfully, 
Jas. P, DIOKINSON, 
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Ghildren’s orner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wreon, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communica- 
tions for this Corner should be sent. 


“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 


7 


Comes a pause in the day’s occupations 
That is known as the Children’s Hour.” 


His Brother. 


A traveler up the mountain side, 
Through cloud and gathering mist, 

A dark, forbidding object spied— 

“ What’s this?” he said, * I list. 

I almost hear his frightful howl— 
Shall I go on or wait? 

This beast, now bent on mischief foul, 
May kill me in his hate.” 


Still nearer came the dreaded thing, 
Its shape more like a man, 

Perhaps some stranger come to bring 
‘Late tidings to his clan. 


Still on the creature came. His face 
Then most familiar seemed; 
The traveler paused, and tender grace 
Quick in his fond eyes gleamed; 
His eager, hastening feet him led 
Close unto the other— 
Clasped in his arms he, trembling, said, 
* Lo! itis my brother!” 
8. H. W. 


A Sermon to Young Men. 


‘The boy is father to the man,” is a 
saying frequently heard, and the truth of 
itis often shown in the lives of men. Most 
of those who hav attained eminence, and 
hav been looked upon by the world with 
admiration, only became so by persever- 
ance, study, and obedience when they 
were young, continued when they were 
men. It is when we are young that our 
hopes are brightest, our lives so full of 
sunshine, and that our future seems se- 
cure. It is only by acts of transgression 
that the bitterness of life is brought be- 
fore us. It is by such acts that we are 
inclined to be pessimistic, and it is by an 
obstinate refusal to view things from their 
bright side that we remaiu so. Truly, 
then, every young man that wants success 
must hav bopes, must hav determination. 
He must view the failures that are to be 
met with in the beginning as stepping- 
stones to the bright future ahead. Expe- 
rience—true experience—is dearly bought, 
and itis only by failures and experience 
that we become better adapted to fight 
this battle of life in the way we should. 

Perhaps the first lesson to be learned is 
when we are babes—when we can just 
say, ‘‘ Papa,” ‘‘Mamma,” and when our 
little feet are barely able to support us. 
That lesson is obedience. This is part 
of the secret of success. This is the 
stepping-stone to greater things. To 
know how important this lesson is, ask 
those that hav failed in making life a suc- 
cess the cause of their failure. They will 
answer: ‘‘ Disobedience,” Still further 
will be shown the necessity of obedience. 
View the broken-down wretch—whether 
the prison is his home, the poor-house his 
last abode, or the highways and the low 
city resorts his places of refuge, you can 
hear the cry: ‘‘If I only obeyed when I 
was young, I would not now be as I am.” 
Obedience is the first lesson of the child, 
of the citizen, of the soldier, of the states- 
man and monarch. It is a lesson that 
must be learned, or if not, the conse- 
quences that follow will be exceedingly 
severe. 

Now, the next thing to learn is the differ- 
ence between rightand wrong. Thislesson 
may bestudied when the youthful mind has 
thrown off its babyish notions, and when 
you hay emerged into that state known as 
“ the schoolboy.” Itis now that you learn 
the rudiments of right and wrong, and as 
the mind expands, so will you be better 
able to grasp and comprehend. You now 
learn that theft, lying, murder, and such 
acts are wrong, and that truthfulness, 
honesty, and being honorable are right. 
Still, as you grow, you see why it is so. 
You see the cause and effect. And thus 
you are able to decide between right and 
wrong. So you grow into men; your 
judgment is supposed to be ripe, and you 
can enter into any intellectual battle, 
fitted to make a good fight, provided your 
knowledge is equal to it. 

The word ‘‘knowledge,” by the way, 
suggests education, for it is by education 


we acquire knowledge. 


in years think the contrary. 


no school or college is fitted to giv that 
knowledge. 


willingness, the pupil. A school or col- 
lege education is only the rudiment of 


ignore them at all. The few hours spent 
in them must be used to the best ad- 
vantage. 

Too much self-confidence is a danger 
which all young men are apt to fall into. 
They imagin at times they cannot do 
wrong, and that they are proof against 
the ‘‘frailties common to mankind.” It 
is right to hav confidence—it is necessary. 
It is right to think you hav ability for 
doing this and that, but it is wrong to 
think you can do anything, as most do. 
Too much self-confidence, like pride, 
goeth before a fall, as many find to their 
SOrrow. 

Now comes the choosing of friends and 
companions. This is a difficult task, be- 
cause there is so much fickleness and hy- 
pocrisy in human nature. Sincerity to 
one another is good, and so is truthfulness- 
A person having these virtues will make a 
good friend, and should be chosen in pref- 
erence to one who lies, gambles, or does 
things similar, for such person could never 
be sincere or truthful. If you hav among 
your friends any who are sincere in their 
friendly relations, you may be sure ad- 
versity will not frighten them away. Sin- 
cerity and truthfulness are the foundation 
of friendship. : 

The class of books you read should hav 
attention. They help you to form opin- 
ions, and in a way educate. Bad books 
must surely degrade the mind, and such a 
mind is not of any use. Young men gain 
more useful and valuable knowledge in 
reading books on history, science, philos- 
ophy, and essays by such men as Bacon, 
Emerson, and Macaulay. Standard works 
by such authors as Dickens, Scott, Thack- 
eray, etc., are interesting and help to pass 
away many an idle hour. Remember that 
good reading improves the mind, so be- 
ware of the books you read, and be judi- 
cious in your choice. 

A lecturer once said: ‘‘ Always hav an 
object in view, and let your aim in life be 
elevated. Here young men are extremely 
apt to fail. They hav no settled plan in 
life, no high-commanding purpose impell- 
ing a worthy action. The consequence is 
they are fickle of purpose, unsteady in 
conduct, open to the assaults of tempta- 
tion, and are easily drawn into vicious 
courses.” Think of it. Must you not be 
impressed wlth the importance of haying 
an ambition to lead you on, of having 
something that must at times encourage 
you when you are about to weaken? It is 
the duty of young men to hav an object in 
view; they must, if they want to succeed; 
and where can success be when you are 
living on in empty ambition?. 

‘* Be thyself ” is another lesson to learn, 
for, if we are not ourselvs, how cau we ex- 
pect to prosper and be honorable? It is 
an essentiality—something that every no- 
ble person is. It calls upon you to be 
other than an imitation, and surely no 
young man wants to be an imitator of 
another’s character—a hypocrit. If you 
would do a thing, do it, if it is right, no 
matter if it displeases others who would 
hav you do otherwise, that may be wrong. 
Be thyself, in all the affairs of life be 
thyself. . 

And now, in conclusion, it is said: Be 
kind, be generous, be sympathetic, for it 
is what the world needs. The many who 
hav fallen, those who are falling, need your 
sympathy and encouragement. Little 
acts of kindness make many a place 
smooth, and it does no barm to do them. 
In this battle of life, young men, be good, 
obey, be truthful and honest, be thyself, 


courage. 


Herbert Spencer 
says: ‘‘ Remember that to educate rightly 
is not a simple and easy thing, but a com. 
plex and extremely difficult thing.” Alas! 
how many young men and people well on 
“I will send 
my boy to school and college, and he will 
graduate and be educated,” is frequently 
said. But how many are educated? is the 
question. Education rightly means to hav 
a fit knowledge of the affairs of life, and 


Experience, again, must be 
the teacher; observation, the assistant; 


the greater education, and we must not 


ter for the Corner. 


I like to goto school. 


and always hav an object in view, and hav 
If you are so, when you ‘‘ shuffle 
off this mortal coil” you may rest in quiet- 


ness, and be at peace with the world, hav- 
ing done your duty and your best. 
Epwarp Dosson. 
ee ee 
What the Little Ones Are Saying. 

A mother was calling the attention of 
her little boy to the moon, which was to 
be seen clearly, but pallidly, in the early 
afternoon. ‘‘ Why, you can’t see the 
moon in the daytime?” replied the young- 
ster. ‘‘Oh, yes you can—there it is over 
the trees!” The little fellow looked, and 
had to admit the fact that he saw it, but 
he added: ‘‘’Tain’t lighted, anyhow.” 

A little five-year-old here was told by 
her mamma, a Baptist, that if she did not 
stop being naughty she would go to that 
wicked place where the fire burns continu- 
ally. ‘‘And shall I burn up, mamma?” 
“No, you will burn and burn forever.” 
« Well,” said the child, ‘‘I guess T will 
wait until I feel it burn me; then Pll 
stop.”— Onset correspondence Brockton 
Enterprise. 

A little seven-year-old, whose philo- 
sophical mind was bent on allowing its 
little owner to stay up longer than usual, 
asked a question that could not be an- 


swered offhand. It was this: ‘‘ Mamma, 
what would we hav been if we hadn’t been 


anybody?” 
A VALUABLE SUGGESTION. 
‘‘Remember, boys,” said the new 


teacher, ‘‘that in the bright lexicon of 
youth there’s no such word as fail.” 


After a few moments of deep silence a 


red-headed boy from Boston raised his 
hand. 


‘Well, what is it, Socrates?” asked the 


teacher. 


“I was merely going to suggest,” re- 
plied the youngster, as he cleaned his 
spectacles with his handkerchief, ‘‘ that 
if such is the case, it would be advisable to 
write to the publishers of the lexicon and 


call their attention to the omission.” 


ooo 
Correspondence. 


Liperat, Mo., Aug. 28, 1893. 
Dzar Miss Wrxon: This is my first let- 
I delight in reading 
the Ohidren’s Corner. I am thirteen years 
old. I hav no sisters or brothers. Papa 
takes Tax TRUTH SEEKER, and likesit very 
much. Our school begins next Monday. 
rom your Liberal 


friend, Denia WEBB. 


CHOLERA, DIPHTHERIA, Dysentery, 
Piles, Quinsy, Catarrh. The Antidote for $1. 
Agents wanted. Dr. G. H. MILLER, 2,833 Hicory 
street, St. Louis, Mo., former address 1,441 South 
Twelfth street, Denver, Col. 20628 


THE THE - 
BRAIN +» BIBLE: 
THE CONFLICT BETWEEN MENTAL SCIENCE 

AND THEOLOGY, 
By EDCAR C. BEALL, M.D., 
with a preface by 


R. G. INGERSOLL. 


This is the only work of its kind in the litera- 
ure of Freethought. Its arguments are based 
upon scientific phrenology, and appeal directly 


to the reader’s sese of logic, and love of justice. 
It_is eloquent as well as convincing. 


Price, cloth, #1. Addr 


ess 
THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


MONEY FOUND. 


. Brought Into the 
Absolutely Reliable Qov- 
ernment Banks Established in 
the interest of and Owned 
by the Whole People. 


By HON. THOMAS E. HILL, 


of “ Hill’s Manual of Social and Business Forms,” 
ihe Hal Bankine: Systeme aoe other 
works of great service to the world. 


Professor Hill has given several years of care- 
ful study to the elaboration of a system of sound 
money, that may fit immediately into present 
methods of doing business and be easily intro- 
duced and universally adopted. _ 

‘his book is ‘just in time,” is an absolutely 
original book from the beginning to the end, is a 
good-sized volume in clear type, and is the clear- 
est exposition of money, uses of money, causes of 
money Panics and remedies for the same, ever 
published. Orders are rapidly coming in and we 
want yours. Send twenty-five cents for copy. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


GHOST OF ST. JOHNS. 


By M. BABOOCE. Price. 15 ets. 


SUSAN WIXON’S BOOKS. 


Ge va 


Wa 2 

All in a Lifetime. 
12mo, 800 pp., $1. 

Apples of Gold. And Other Stories for 

oys and Girls. 12mo, 383 Pp., $1.26. 

The Story Hour. An Exceptionally Hand- 
some and Interesting Book, Without Supersti- 
tion, for Children and Youth. The Only Free- 
thinkers’ Children’s Story-book ever issued. 
t; full-page illustrations and 25 smaller; large 


type, heavy, toned paper, broad margins, illus- 
trated covers; 4to, 224 pp., boards, $1. 


Address, THE TRUTH SEEKER CO 


Truth Seeker Library. . 


Published Monthly at $3 per Year. 
Issues oF 1891.—$3. 


Price. 

Truth Seeker Annual, 1891...........e.esse0ee $0 25 

Men, Women, and Gods. Helen H. Gar- H 

25 

25 

20 

i. 

0 

Sabbath Breaking. John E. Remsburg..... a 28 
Travels in_Faitk from Tradition to Rea- 

.. 80n. Robert O. Adams .......eeeseserese 25 
Strike of a Sex. George N. Miller..........., 25 
My Religious Experience. Samuel P. Put- a 

MAM oso ns yates sass g esses eecese eee tases 
The Higher Criticism in Theology and Re- 

ligion. T. E. Longshore............-+++ 50 

Issues oF 1892.—$3. 

Infidel Death-Beds. G. W. Foote............. 25 
Rights of Man. Thomas Paine. Ilustra- i 
OO EE ss cig asenscadtesgessesioees 
Was Obrist Crucified? Austin Bierbower.... 10 

Pulpit, Pew, and Cradle. Helen H 
E: E T . 2. sce eese cee eeeeseteeeeees 10 
Bible Morals. John E. Remsburg 25 
Awful Disclosures of Maria Mon - 50 
Pocket Theology. Voltaire...... TERE 25 
Why Don’t God Kill the Devil? M. Bab- is 
aT A E specccessecests 
Liberty in Literature. Testimonial to 
alt Whitman, with Funeral Address. 
_ _By Col. Robert G. Ingersoll.............. 25 
Six Lectures on Astronomy. Richard A. 

PEOQCUOE oeae iane i eaer NE senscevas 15 

Candle Trom Under the Bushel. Wm. A. j 
BET APICOL IOO T E T 4 

The Holy Bible Abridged.................0005- 380 

False_Claims of the Church. John E. 
OMSDULE... 2... ccccee cc eewcesnsnceececes 10 

Issvuzs oF 1898.—$3. 

Thomas_ Paine Vindicated. Col. Robert 
 Ingersoll...........seseccseveseesseeves 15 

The Creation of God. Dr. Jacob Hart- 

, MADD .....-.seeeee peeeceeeese Leeesegeee eee 50 
Crimes of Preachers in the United States. 

M. E. DEB ss cc ciawacisccieecteseieceses ts 25 
Resurrection of Jesus..............eceeeceeees 40 
Handbook of Freethought. W. 5S. Bell...... 50 
Religion a Curse; Religion a Disease; Re- 

ligion a Lie. 8. P. Putnam..... ........ 26 
Design Argument Fallacies. By Editor of 

THE TRUTH SERRER.........006.--.606. 15 
Abraham Lincoln: Was He a Christian? 

John E. Remsburg........... sed deiseses 50 
Pen Pictures of The World’s Fair. Ius- 

trated. §. UtDAM. ......seeeceseeees 25 
Common Sense. Thomas Paine.............. 15° 
Examination of Prophecies. Thos. Paine.. 15 


During the year other standard Freethought 
works will be published and sent to subscribers 
as they appear. | ; 

Yearly subscribers at $3 receive all the numbers 
published in one year. In ordering please say 
which year is desired. g 

Single numbers sold at prices quoted. 

THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafavette Place, New York. 


A NEW WORK 


` BY : 
ARTHUR B. MOSS, 


Author of “The Bible and Evolution,” 
ENTITLED 


Christianity and Evolution, 


With preface by 
J. M. WHEELER, Sub-editor of Freethinker. 


Price, $1. Order at once. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


SHALL THE BIBLE BE READ 
IN OUR PUBLIC SCHOOLS ? 
By R. B. Westbrook, A.M. 
Third Thousand. 
Price, 10 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


“With Daughter's Babe Upon 


His Knees.” 


Photograph of Oolonel Ingersoll, with , his 
grandohild in his lap, a delicate little souvenir of 

merica’s greatest orator and Freedom’s greatest 
champion at home, may be had at this office for 
fifty cents, : 


THE TRUTH SEEKER SEPTEMBER 16, 1898. 
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A NEW BOOK.-AND A MOST ORIGINAL ONE. | Just Qut.—2% Cents.—Five Copies for 


The Creation of God. 


By DR. JACOB HARTMANN. 


An explanation of the origin of the God Idea, and the mental processes that led to the formation 


of idols and the worship of t 


his banishment for heresy and blasphemy against the Ghaideau idols, to 
pal characters 2re analyzed and shown to be human, by thought and deed. 


eculiar phraseology, cant sayin 
ng are the proper offspring of t 


ing the peculiar politics of the day. 


8, subterfuges, miracles, wonder-workings, and 
e then existing barbarism, ignorance, and superstition, constitut- 


em. From the time of Terah’s apostasy, Abraham’s reformation and 


Christ’s coming, the princi- 
It is made plain that the 
supernatural pad- 


CONTENTS IN DETAIL: z 


The Universal Aspect. 

The Earth. i 

The Chemical Aspect. 

The Sun. 

Genesis—The Creation. 

Genesis--The Garden of Eden. 

The Deluge. 

The Scriptural God—The Creation. 

The Creation of God—Abraham. . 
Moses—Confirmation of the Idea of God. 
Samuel the Kingmaker. 

God Save the King. 

Jehovah Takes a Rest. 

The End of National Life. 

The Christian Era. 
Organic Life—Vegetable. 

Organic Life—Animal. 

The Master Tissues. 
The Muscular Tissues. 
The Nervous Tissues. 


Food and Food-Substances. 


Elimination of Waste Substances, 


In General. 
By the Lungs. 
; : By the Skin. 
: E . By the Kidneys. 
Digestion and Nutrition. 
The Elementary Substances. 
Alcohol and_ Its Effects on the System. 
The Soul—What Is It? . 


; The Mind. 
Sin and Salvation. 

The Ecclesiastical Kindergarten. 
Rational Review. 


Visions—Bible Dreams—Revelations. _ 


The Planetary Gods. 
Every Man His Own God. 


Gateways to Knowledge. 
Tables {gatova Whence They Spring. 


The Non Credo. 
Rules for Human Oonduct. 
ILLUSTRATIONS. 


Map of the Intellectual Faculties—The Mind. 
Map of Theological Retrogression. 
Map of the Deluge and Garden of Eden. 


Thirty Chapters—Four Hundred and Thirty-two Pages, 
Large 12mo. 


In Cloth, $1; in Paper, 50 Cents. 


Address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


‘REDUCTION IN PRICE.OF A GREAT BOOK 


a a 


With the eighth edition » 
Winwood Reade’s “ Martyr 
i |dom of Man,” the cost o: 
| |øroduction has been tes 
sened so that we can redugs 
ithe price from $1.75 te 


$1.00. 


The book has had a phenomenal sale for so heretical a work, second only to Helen Gardener 


“Men, Women, and Gods,” and we give our readers the pecuniary 


enefit of it. The 


“MARTYRDOM OF MAN” 


$s a Very interestingly pictured synopsis of universal history, showing what the race has undergone 


—its martyrdom-—in its rise to its present plane. 


It shows 


how War and Religion have been oppres 


sive factors in man’s struggle for Liberty, and the last chapter, of some 150 pages, describes hit 
ectual struggle from the animal period of the earth to the present, adding an outline of whas 
tbe author conceives would be a religion of reason and love. The chapters are: 


Egypt, Western Asia, the Persians, the Greeks, the Macedonians, Alexandria, the 
yy A Roin. Carthage and Rome, Roman Africa, the Arabs. 


The Natural History of Religion, the Israelites, the Jews, the Prophets 
e Character of Jesus, the Christians, Arabia, Mecca, Character of Moham 
Fa med, Description of Africa, the Mohammedans in Central Africa. 
. Ancient Europe, Invasion of the Germans, the Castle, the Town, the 
Li E Church, Venice, Arab Spain, the Portuguese, Discoverers, the Slave Trade, 
Abolition in Europe, Abolition in America, Materials of Human History. 


K Animal Period of the Earth, Origin of Man, and Early History, 
INTELLECT. stents of Universal History, The Pature of the Human Race, è 


Religion of Reason and 


Price reduced from $1.75 to $4.00... Address 


L. K. Washburn’s Works, 


Sunday and the Sabbath, ‘‘A law regn- 
lating human conduct on the Sabbath is an im- 
pertinence.” Price, 10 cents. 


The False Teaching of the Christian 
Church. ‘‘The Thirty-nine Articles of 


the Christian church are thirty-nine poor, 
broken-down opinions.” Price, 10 cents. 


The Foolishness of Prayer. ‘‘ Think of 
aminister’s praying God to kill grasshoppers, 
or trying to induce the Deity to undertake a 
crnsade of one against the Oolorado beetle!” 


Price, 10 cents. 
Followers of Jesus. Price, 10 cents. 


Spiritualism : Is It a Faith or a Fact? 


rice, 5 cents. 
Religious Problems. Price, 10 cents. 
Was Jesus Insane? Price, 10 cents. 


The Public Schools and the Catholic 
Church. Price, 5 cents. 


CHEAP EDITION. 


Travels in Faith. 


By CAPT. ROBERT 0. ADAMS. 


Being the story of his mental journey from 
orthodoxy to Rationalism. 


Price, paper, 25 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Love. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette place, New York. 


Col. R. G. Ingersoll’s 


ARGUMENT 


IN THE 


Reynolds Blasphemy Trial, 


At Morristown, N. J. 


This is the greatestargument ever made in a case 
of this kind, and w © a model for the Bar so 
long as the Christians use force to repress free 
speech. Its legal acumen is unsurpassed, its elo- 
quence never equaled. Wherever Christian per- 
secution is going on this argument should be 
freely circulated, read to the Christians, and ex. 
pounded on every occasion. 

In paper, 25 cents; in cloth, 50 cents. | 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


FOR HER DAILY BREAD, 


A Nineteenth Century Novel. 


Preface by R. 6. INGERSOLL. 


For Her Daily Bread is the story of two young 

irls and a younger brother who were left parent- 
fess, with a little money, fair educatioD, and 
much courage, to make their way through the 
world by going to Chicago. The author is also 
the heroine. The narrative is, in the main, a his- 
tory of a working-girl’s life and experience in the 
city of Chicago among bluff business-men, kind- 
hearted folks, and disreputable hypocrits. It is 
just such a story of human life as we should ex- 
pect Colonel Ingeraoli to be interested in; and 
whatever he admires and appreciates is sure to 
be worth the attention of the rest of the world. 


Price, 2% cents. Address ig TRUTH SEEKER, 


A Liberal living in Michigan said once that he would give $25 a 
year to have the Crimes of Preachers recorded, as the Ireguent lapses 
of virtue of the ministers showed how little value Christianity 
Posie have just uad cue Fourth Edition of the book doing this 

ve just issue a Four on e bo o; . 
The additions for this new edition of “the ° 


‘í Crimes of Preachers” 


shows nearly 400 cases of ministerial conduct. While those in pre- 
vious editions show that within a few years about 


1300 MENISTERS HAVE BEEN GUILTY 


of one kind or another of criminal conduct. Most of the crimes 

are against women, for the fair sex are at once tha weakness and 

she. Birength of the church—‘‘the church” meaning of course the 
y. 

+ Notwithstanding ihe man 

price the same, 25 cents. Sen 


$1. 
os) 


additional pages, we have kept the {g 

yi for a copy, and confound the church- Ss k ve 
men. Show them just what sort of scamps are the clergy who have A = 
clused the World’s Fair on Sunday. because it is so holy a day that to look upon machinery or 


paintings in this period is “immoral.” 
THE TRUTIL SEEKER COMPANY. èe 


BOOKS 


BY 


SALADIN 


CW. STEWART ROSS), 


Editor of the 


LONDON AGNOSTIO JOURNAL. \ 


2S 


GOD AND HIS BOOK: 


i ersoll wrote tothe author: “° You have earned the 
han OP al wie road this book T ismwork of yoat research, of sound oritioiimy of ores 
h , of sledgeha: vehemence, of scathing satire, of patho! Q i o; 
the heaviest foonoclastie roadsides ever fired at the J ewish God and the Bible. 

Cloth, gold letters, $1.25. 


WOMAN: HER GLORY, HER SHAME, AND HER GOD. ' 


The Rev. Archdeacon Farrar said that ` Clristianity elevated the women; it shrouded 
as with a halo of sacred innocence the tender years of the child.” The object of Baladin’s work 
js to show the archdeacon his error,and he has succeeded. An English wiiter said of it: 
* This certainly is one of the most marvelous books, ever issued from the press. The authori- 
ties cited are unquestionable, and the result is convincing. 

In two volumes, cloth, gilt- lettered, $2.50. 


JANET SMITH: A PROMISCUOUS ESSAY ON WOMAN. 


This is one of the most delightful of Saladin’s books, a dis:ection of woman, with inci- 
dental tearing apart of man—caustic, sarcastic, yet philosophical withal, and, permeated with 
a tender reverence for woman and exalted opinion of what she isand should be. merciless 
satire upon certain of the conveutional foibles of the day, full of facts, fancies, truths, rare 
touches of genius, and bursts of eloquence. Most of the satirical shatts aimed at tho woman 
go past her and stick in the man behind her, and it serves him about right. 


loth, uncut edges, gilt top, $1. 
CHRISTIANITY AND THE SLAVE TRADE. 


A condensation of the known facts upon this subject, proving that Christianity did not 
abolish but aided this infamous traffic in human beings. To which are added such comments 
as only Saladin can make. In paper, 80 cents. 


THE TRANSITION. 


A consideration of the antagonism of the Bible and science, and ot the question whether 
the veiled or allegorical portions of the Christian Bible can be interpreted by modern science. 
n paper, 20 cents. 


ROSES AND RUE. 


Being Random Notes and Sketches. Fome of its subjects are: A Last Interview with a . 


M f Genius; An Essay on Stirpiculture; Asceticism and Superstition; Capital Punishment; 
Poverty; Godin the Constitution; Bruno; Gods; Witchcraft, etc. This may be called Sala- 
din’s own book, for it is poetry in prose, and is one of the books that lovers of strong literature 
like to read again and again. In cloth, gold- and silver-lettered, $1.50. 


LAYS OF ROMANCE. 


This book reminds one of Sir Walter Scott, being romantic, historic verse, aglow in every 
page with the energy of a true and high poetic genius. 
Cloth, gold-lettered, 75 cents. 
ISAURE and OTHER POEMS. 
The title poem is a story of intense passion, touchingly told. The other twenty, poems 
are fresh, frag pant, thoughtful, and every verse reveals the thinker, observer, and reformer. 


Every page glows with passion and throbs with life. 
Cloth, gold-lettered, 75 cents. 


A FEARFUL FLOGGING. 


By one who endured it. Based upon a manuscript in the possession of Baladix 
paper, 10 cents. 


THE AGONIES OF HANGING. 


Studies in Psychology., By one who was cut down from the gallows. Printed from mana=- 
script in the hands of Saladin. In paper, 10 cents. 


WHIRLWIND SOWN and REAPED. 


A short story of clerical crime and villainy founded on fact. Of this book the Open Court 
said: “i This novel will command the same, or more, interest than Helen Gardener’s stery, * Is 
This Your Son, My Lord?” In paper, 25 centa. 


THE CONFESSIONAL. 


Being an exposure of that infamous religious rite. Contents: Li. +iousness of the Pro- 
Reformation Church; Lechery of the Confessional; The Priest in Absc ‘on; Confessions of 
the Escaped Nun; Extracts from Dens and Liguori; Examination of tu. Church’s Claim to 
haye Fostered Learning; Her Atten pts at Continency even more Ruinous than Her Self- 
Indulgence; The Relative Criminal Statistics of Catholicism and Protestantism 


paper, 25 cents. Cd 
THE TRUTH SEEKER, 38 Lafavette Place, New ork. j 


HAND-BOOK 


OF 


FREETH OUGHT. 


By W. S. BELL. 


Containing in condensed and systematized form a 
N rast amount of evidence agaiDst the superstitious doc- 
P trines of Christianity. Asa book of reference and aid 
RE to all truth seekers it is invaluable. Its classification 
TNA of subjects makes it a hand-book, As Ingersoll said of 
EES eia on Bh enables somebody m every llago to satis the parkon, Itg wide 
variet, subjects include e disputed polnts between istianity and Freethought. Price, 
%; E Rddress THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
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THE TRUTH SEEKER, SEPTEMBER .16, 


1893. 


Jew Publications. 


Unless otherwise specified, all publica- 
tions noticed here can be had of THE 
TRUTH SEEKER Company, at the price 
named. 


Sermons or Rexicgion anD Lee. By 
Henry Doty Maxson. Chicago: Chas. 
H. Kerr & Co. Cloth, pp. 334, price $1. 
This is a selection from the sermons of a 

Unitarian mivister Itis published by the 

Unitarian Society of Menomonie, Wis. A 

biographical sketch opens the book. Then 

come sermons entitled Religious Possibil- 
ities of Agnosticism, Am I My Brother’s 

Keeper? Sympathy, Which Is Catching— 

Health or Disease? Dr. Jekyll and Mr. 

Hyde: a Study in Dualism, Faith, Shall 

We Preach the Whole Truth to the Peo- 

ple? Who Are the Atheists? Do Unitarians 

Believe the Bible? What Do Unitarians 

Believe? Jesus. The True Individualism, 

Immortality, Losing One’s Soul, How 

Much Does He Get? 

In the first article, ‘‘ Religious Possi- 
bilities of Agnosticism,” the author first 
sees to it that the reader gets a good no- 
tion of what Agnosticism is. He quotes 
Huzley’s narration of how he came to in- 
vent the word ‘‘ Agnostic,” containing his 
phrase, ‘‘The chief thing that I was sure 
of was that I did not know a great many 
things that the -ists and the -ites about me 
professed to be familiar with.” The au- 
thor next tells that the word has taken on 
a more specific philosophic sense as de- 
scriptiv of the view of Mr. Herbert 
Spencer, who insists that all the three 
theories respecting the origin of the uni- 
verse —self-existence, self-creation, and 
creation by an external power, or in other 
words the Atheistic, the Pantheistic, and 
the Theistic—are ultimately unthinkable; 
but that they all, nevertheless, instead 
of being purely erroneous, contain a 
fundamental verity; that, pursued to their 
last analysis, they all alike lead the in- 
quirer into the presence of an infinit, eter- 
nal mystery, ever pressing for solution, 
but ever insoluble. To this Spencer ap- 
plies the term, ‘‘The Unknowable.” This 
unknowable that surrounds us will, the 
author thinks, always excite those feelings 
of mystery and awe which largely consti- 
tute religion. The more we know, the 
more we find there is still unknown. In 
the words of the writer, ‘‘If you thrust 
out into space the expanding circle of 
knowledge, by so much as you increase 
the area of that circle, you Jengthen the 
circumference which marks off the endless 
realm of the unknown still awaiting solu- 
tion.” Indeed, when investigation and 
analysis hav done their utmost, the hu- 
man soul, in the very nature of the case, 
must ever find itself in the awe-inspiring 
presence of an impenetrable mystery. The 
soul itself is mysterious. That anything 
exists is mysterious. Allis mysterious. 

But, says Mr. Maxson, we are met by 
a difficulty if we assert that this unknow- 
able should be regarded with love or wor- 
ship. ‘‘ I stand awe-struck,” says he, ‘‘in 
the midst of a gorgeous June day, whose 
warmth and light are not only filling my 
soul with cheer. but, in ways whose mys- 
teriousness baffles my understanding, are 
quickening into fresh activity and crown- 
ing with renewed promis all the channels 
of life that are flowing on around me. 
But, on the other hand, I stand awe-struck 
in the midst of the shafts of lightning that 
are working havoe on every hand and 
threatening myself and those I hold most 
dear with imminent death. So if there 
lies at the center of the universe an im- 
penetrable mystery, although it may in- 
spire me with awe, there is no more rea- 
son, it may be said, for contemplating it 
with love tban with loathing, with trust 
than with fear; and therefore why may it 
not be the part of wisdom, as far asin me 
lies, to shut it out from my soul and exer- 
cise my emotions solely on the known and 
the knowable, which will be of use to me?” 
To this objection against loving and wor- 
shiping the great mystery of the universe, 
Mr. Maxson admits he can furnish no re- 
ply wholly satisfactory. He allows that 
whether the religion of the unknowable is 
to be productiv of a pleasurable or a pain- 
ful sense of mystery will depend upon 
whether one’s view of life savors of optim- 
ism or pessimism, whether his tempera- 
ment and environment chance to conduce 
to well or ill being. However, for his own 
part, he nourishes the opinion that there 
is ground for affectionate feelings toward 
the world-mystery that operates our lives. 
He says: ‘‘The Infinit and Eternal Energy 
from which all things proceed inspires me 
with an awful sense of mystery. But, asI 
examin the stream of things which comes 
within the range of knowledge, I find, or 
seem to find, that, notwithstanding fre- 
quent failures and relapses and occasions 
for temporary discouragement, a wider 
view discloses the fact of a marked prog- 
ress iu the world of life, a marked advance 
in the evolution of human character. And 
so though I recognize the infinit signifi- 
cance of life as beyond the compass of my 
finite comprehension, still I am reassured 


the God they pretend to worship. 
cause the Jews were commanded in the 
Bible to ‘‘ Remember [Saturday] the Sab- 
bath day, to keep it holy,” certain phari- 
saical sectarians decided to remember the 
sun. day. the venerable day of the sun, and 
keep it holy in like manner, without any 
biblical command for so doing. 
student will seek in vain throughout its 
pages for any reference to Sunday observ- 
ance, as there is no authority whatever in 


with the conviction that there is an eternal 
purpose of good running through all 
things. And so, grounded on the Inscru- 
table Mystery, Tnot only fall on my face in 
reverent awe; I cheerfully surrender my- 
self in hopeful trust.” 

The reader will see from this résumé of 
the first article in Mr. Maxson’s volume, 
the viewpoint and tone of the writer as 
they appear in the following essays. He 
will see that the author is a man of cautious 
thought, who after presenting the Infidel 
or Atheistic views in their full strength 
and with perfect fairness, in the end mod- 
estly insinuates some of those considera- 
tions in favor of Theism and devotionalism 
which constitute him a Unitarian and 
enable him to conduct worship. We think 
that the book would make interesting and 
instructiv reading for a Freethinker. 
Hor Saspatice; or, An Attempt to Cor- 

rect Certain Superstitious and Vulgar 

Errors Respecting the Sabbath. By 

Godfrey Higgins, F.S.A., F. R. Asiat 

Soc., F. R. Ast. S., author of ‘‘ Anacalyp- 

sis, or an Inquiry into the Origin of 

Languages, Nations, and Religions.” 

New York: Peter Eckler. Octavo, pp. 

81, cloth 50 cents, paper 25 cents. 


The facts in regard to Sunday ought to 


be known. All institutions now observed 
by human beings may claim a human 
origin, but many pious people believe dif- 
ferently, and claim in addition to human 
laws divine authority for the religious ob- 
servance of Sunday. But their notions in 
regard to this subject are confused and ill- 
defined, and will not bear the test of ex- 
amination. 
the inspired word of God, that Jesus Christ 
was the only-begotten son of God, and also 
God himself, but when the son of Mary 
defends his disciples for violating Jewish 
Sabbath laws by plucking corn on the Sab- 
bath day (as recorded in Mark ii, 23-28), 
and tells the Pharisees that ‘‘ the Sabbath 
was made for man and not man for the 
Sabbath,” and that ‘‘the son of man is 
Lord also of the Sabbath,” our modern 
Sabbatarians, although they assert that 


They believe the Bible to be 


“Jesus spoke as one having authority,” 


yet seem to hav no sympathy with his lib- 


eral views, and, by striving to enforce the 
Puritanical Sundav laws of modern big- 


otry, they, in effect, like the ancient 
Pharisees, oppose the teachings of their 


“savior,” and repudiate the ahoni of 
€e- 


The Bible 


either the Old or New Testament for keep- 
ing holy the day which the idolatrous 
pagans formerly dedicated to the sun. 
Christ and his disciples never proposed so 
radical an innovation. St. Paul and the 
evangelists never advocated such a change. 
Tbe Apostles were Jews by birth, educa- 
tion, and faith. They were strict observ- 
ers of Jewish laws and customs, and it 
was while celebrating the Jewish feast of 
the Passover at Jerusalem that Jesus was 
betrayed by Judas, and arrested, tried, 
convicted, and crucified by Pilate. The 
first Christian emperor, the wicked Con- 
stantine, who imagined that his stalwart 
form, impressiv features, august and com- 
mandin presence gave him a resemblance 
to the Grecian Helios or Roman Apollo— 
the fabled god of the sun—was a strong 
advocate for the change from the Jewish 
sacred Saturday to the equally sacred pa- 
gan Sunday, or the day n med for and 

edicated to the solar luminary. Accord- 
ing'y, the change was made. Thus it was 
made without divine authority of any sort. 
So the Christians now disobey the com- 
mands to observe Saturday that were‘ 
given, their Bible states, by God; and 
obey the commands to observe Sunday 
that were given by mere men. Could they 
be made aware of the want of foundation 
for their observance of Sunday, they 
would relax in their enforcement of it. | 
We continually counsel our subscribers to 
post themselvs on the subject and teach 
these Christians the truth. We hav al- 
ready been proffering our readers several 
good books for the purpose, and this one 
contains even things that are not in the 
others, and is of unchallengesble correct- 
ness in its historical affirmations. We 
commend it highly, and should be glad to 
see a copy of it in the hand of every Free- 
thinker in the land, 


Ex-Senator Warren Smith, of Nashville, 
Tenn., produces as his latest work a 
10-cent pamphlet, ‘‘Theism or Law— 
Which?” Glancing over its chapter-titles, 
we find that first the Christian is flatly 
told, ‘‘The God Idea Is of Human Ori- 
gin.” The Christian is next stigmatized 
as that unpleasant character, the borrower, 
for, declares the next heading, ‘‘The 
Christian’s God Is Borrowed.” ‘‘The 
Character of the Christian’s God ” is the 


_ title of a section which we suppose will 
i make the devout start wildly in his 
seat with mutterings in which the words 
libel and blasphemy laws may be dis- 
cerned. ‘‘God Swears in His Wrath,” 
is the next heading, which, we should 
_ think, might suggest the employment of 
| the statutes in another way, That ‘‘God 
Orders and Accepts Human Sacrifices,”’ 
as we are next told, will perchance do the 
mission cause some good in Afric’s an- 
thropophagous wilds. The ‘‘ Results of 
These Examples,” following next, we will 
leave to shock Christians into something re- 
sembling common sense, passing on to per- 
ceive how ‘‘The Lord Is Guilty of Outrage, 
Injustice, and Vanity,” ‘‘Is Warlike and 
Vengeful,” “Is Partial,” and ‘“‘ Is Guilty 
of Falsehood and Deception.” That 
‘God Violates His Oath and Breaks His 
Promis” is succeedirg information that 
will surprise Christians, who never were 
known todo so themselvs. ‘‘God’s Per- 
sonal Appearance ” is next commented on, 
without, we fear, that delicacy in treating 
such matters which is recommended by 
modern manuals of etiquet. Even ‘‘ His 
Dwelling-Place” is not spared remark. 
“ Personality and Infinity Are Contra- 
dictory ;’” verily, so does ourself believe. 
“The Chief End of Man” will scarcely 
turn out to be, in the opinion of this 
writer, to glorify God. ‘‘ Responsibility 
to God,” too, is a thing of which Mr. 
Smith says something, but, we would 
wager, feels nothing. ‘‘Creators Are Re- 
sponsible to Creatures” is a declaration 
that will swell the Christian notion of 
‘the colossal arrogance of Infidels” to 
huger proportions yet. ‘‘The Facts” is a 
heading which we suppose will scare Chris- 
tian eyes away. That ‘‘ Perpetual Vigi- 
lance Is Imperativly Necessary” is the 
truthful statement with which the ex- 
Senator closes his useful book, 


‘The prophet Jonas is said by holy 
writ to hav remained in the bowels of the 
whale for several days, at the expiration 
of which the cetacean, who seemed to be. 
possessed of friendly sentiments toward 
the prognosticator of the fate of Nineveh, 
gently evacuated him into the Medi- 
terranean sea, where, it would appear, he 
was picked up by a passing vessel. Jonas 
would seem, if reliance is to be placed in 
biblical records, to hav exercised con- 
siderable infiuence over the vegetable as 
well as the piscatorial kingdoms, and we 
may be certain that a gold medal, at least, 
would hav been awarded to him at any 
agricultural exhibition ior the marvelous 
vine from underneath the shade of which 
he uttered his celebrated imprecations on 
the city of which the inhabitants had, for 
reasons unexplained but doubtless cogent, 
refused him audience. The fact that the 
prophet may hav proved an indigestible 
item in the whale’s menu is not mentioned 
by the anonymous biographer of the 
amiable gentleman. Nowadays fishes 
seem to be more voracious and less polite, 
at any rate toward gentlemen engaged 
in ecclesiastical mission, asis proved by a 
recent tragical event off the coast of Santa 
Cruz in this colony.” 

The author of the foregoing, who 
thinks that the whale possessed ‘‘ friendly 
sentiments’’ toward Jonah, deems that 
said prophet should hav a medal, adds 
that after all he was so tough with bigotry 
and sanctimonious dryness as to be indi- 
gestible, and deplores the late decline in 
politeness of fishes as evinced in their con- 
duct toward an ecclesiastical gentleman 
off the neighboring coast—the author of 
all this is a journal named Progress, the 
first two numbers of which hav just 
reached us from Port-of-Spain, Trinidad, 
West Indies. It is, its pretty yellow cover- 
page proclaims, ‘‘a monthly journal of 
advanced thought.” That it is indeed a 
periodical of advanced thought is evi- 
denced by the Port-of-Spain Gazette, a 
journal run in the spirit of the populace 
of that church-swayed neighborhood. 
This Gazette says of Progress that ‘‘its 
existence is an insult to a Christian com- 
munity.” Nothing more in favor of this 
be dey new Freethought monthly need be 
added. 


“I hav spent a good part of fifty-one 
years of my life in reading and think- 
ing about religions, especially the Jew- 
ish and Christian; and, believing that 
I am now at the meridian of my com- 
petency to judge of their merits, and that 
from this, in the natural order of life, I 
must soon begin my descent, I want to 
gratify a long-cherished hope of transmit- 
ting to posterity, as well as promulgating 
while I liv, my conclusions upon this sub- 
ject. Regarding my competency, my 
readers can best judge as we progress, 
though I will say that I was ordained to 
the Christian ministry after having taken 
my degree in an average Western college, 
and then having studied the books that 
are specially used in training young men 
for tbe pulpit; and that for a few years 
after I became of age I preached, with 
what, I then and now think, was an 
average acceptability. I left the pulpit at 
the hight of my greatest prosperity and 


popularity, and when it gave me great 
trouble to do so, because I became 
skeptical as to the miraculous claims of 
the Christian religion,” The foregoing is 
the way in which Charles C. Moore, of 
Louisville, Ky., opens his work entitled 
‘The Rational View.” He goes over all 
the arguments most useful to the Infidel 
in warfare against the scriptures. He 
considers the origin of the earth and man, 
design, evolution, the existence of a God, 
the historv of the Jews, the authenticity 
of the Old Testament, the character of 
Jesus, the credibility of the narrativ of 
the New Testament, and many other like 
topics. In style the book is plain, in 
statement nearly always accurate, and in 
judgment usually wise. It contains 373 
pages, is bound in cloth, and sells for $1. . 

We are pleased to receive a volume 
bearing the title: ‘‘Seventh Annual 
Report of the Commissioner of Labor. 
1891. Cost of Production: the Textiles 
and Glass. Vol. I.” The book is got out 
by that well-known publishing firm, the 
United States government. That this 
house enjoys a first-class reputation in the 
publishing line, we will not affirm. Its 
managers are far from what could be 
wished in the choice of matter for publica- 
tion. Most of their volumes, it appears, 
are so dull and worthless that they are not 
read.. But we are not without esteem for 
some of the points of the concern, despite 
its so numerous faults, and we wish that it 
may hav all the success that it will try to 
deserve. 

Montague Leverson has written out his 
“ Thoughts on Institutions of the Higher 
Education.” These thinkings are, that 
the classics in our colleges should be sup- 
planted by science, as they waste the 
students’ time and degrade their morals; 
that among the sciences, that of govern- 
ment and political economy should be 
taught especially; and that drunkenness 
aad: gambling among the students should 
be suppressed. These thoughts, which 
very much resemble our own, are elabo- 
rated with wealth of illustration and quota- 
tion in 114 pages, which may be had in 
Slee binding for $1 and in paper for 50 
cents. 


The 10-cent pamphlet, ‘‘Is Roman Ca- 
tholicism a Menace to American Institu- 
tions?” by Sister Agatha, touches on the 
chief grounds of our hostility to Rome, 
viz. that institution’s setting duty to re- 
ligion above duty to the state, its enmity 
of the schools, its falsification of the his- 
tory and all books that its pupils and stu- 
dents study, its contravention of civil law, 
its plundering of public coffers, its per- 
secution of the speakers of truth about it, 
its systems of celibacy and the confessional, 
and so on. Jordan Bros., Philadelphia, 
are the publishers. 
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matter that serve first as explanations gt the illustrations, and secondly as texts to prove the utter 
-alsity of the church’s professions and the hypocrisy of those, who uphold them. Altogether the 
book is one of the best weapons against Christianity and the church that has ever been put in 
hands of #reethinkers.—[Boston Investigator. 


Price, board covers, $2; cloth, $2.80. 
A@dirann Mec Teme Boek 


On orders for Iron-Clad and Manna we will send 
$1.10 worth for $1; $2.50 worth for $2; $5 worth 
for $3, and $10 worth for $5. 


Dust Preot Casas itl mo ar amine aa 
p uteinaodays; Is as durable as any wi 
a made. roir OLARANTEED. 
Ishaa AMERICAN patent Jever MOVEMENT, 
acd Regulator, Lantern Finks 


POPES AND THEIR DOINGS. 


AGOGOUNT OF — 
Yiears of Christ and Vicegerents of God. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


FILE BINDERS. 


Those who preserve the volumes of THE TRUTH 
SEEKER need a File Binder, which we will send on 
Teceipt of one dollar meane. ce 


eee ee ee 


| h we will include handsome gold plated 
oon ari zond for TERMS. 


EOBERT H. INGERSOLL & BRO., ® 
65 CORTLANDT ST., NEW YORK CITY, 
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' ZEKE GETS SOME SPIRIT INTO HIM. 


And the spirit entered into me when he spake unto me, and set me upon my feet, that I heard him that spake 


unto me.—Ezek. ii, 2. 


THE RESURRECTION OF JESUS, |PELSION noT HisToRr. 


AN AGNOSTIC’S VIEW. 


CONTENTS: 


The Christian Dogma of Salvation; The Christian’s Belief; Why Was 


the Resurrection a Secret Affair? The Age of & Story Does Not Prove Its Truth; 


Pilate’s Attempt to Save the Life of Jesus; Christ Before Herod; A New Indictment 


Against Jesus; Were the Guards Hired by the Priests? Pilate’s Motive for Secreting 
the Bod'; Matthew’s Account of the Resurrection; Why the Angel Sat on the Stone; 


Mary’s Visit; Angels; Renan’s Theory; The Disciples Were Deceived; The Identifica- 


tion; The Ascensiou; Why Did Jesus Disappear? Other Strange Phenomena; The 


Chief Priests Did Not Believe in Resurrection; What Became of the Roman Guards? 


The Origin of the Story; St. Paul’s Account; St. Paul’s Conversion; A Modern 


Example; The Roman Governors and the Resurrection Story; The Testimony of 


Contemporaneous Writers; Miracle-Workers; Is the Resurrection Well Attested? 


Inspiration; Conclusion. 


Prive, cloth, 75 cents; paper, 40 cents. 


Addres 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York City. 


“A Digest of Science.” 


THE DYNAMIC THEORY OF LIFE AND MIND: 


` Anattempt to show that all Organic Beings are both Con- 
structed and Operated by the Dynamic Agencies 
of their respective Environments. 


By JAMES B. ALEXANDER. 


Over 400 illustrations, 87 chapters, 1,067 pages, and a 3-column index of 11 pages. 
Price, express prepaid by us, only $2.75. 


‘i This work endeavors to embrace the field covered by thousands of books, such as those of the 

Humboldt Library of Science,” the “International Scientific Series,” etc., by bringing together, in 
simple and direct form, with proper correspondence between them, all of the known factors con- 
tributing toward the origin and evolution of organic beings. 


Do you wish to be well informed? 


THEN READ A CHAPTER OR VERSE DAILY FROM THIS BIBLE OF 


SCIENCE! 


It is entertaining as well as enlightenin 
—t. €. appreciate the worth of the Universal 


and will lead you to “worth-ship ” (worship) nature 
other. 


You must own this book some day: why not NOW? 


Address 


Pyramid of Gizeh. 


Ancient Egyptian Civilization and Hebrew Nar- 
rative in Genesis and Exodus. 
By Van Buren DENstow, LL.D. Price, 15 cents 


THOMAS PAINE; 
m= WAS HE JUNIUS? 


wu. Ee 
By W. H. BURR. 


Second edition, enlarged E 32 pages; vith the 
engrave eness of Paine. ‘ice, 10 cents. 
best oneravecdres? THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


is Controversy Dangerous? 


By W. F. JAMIESON. 


This little book goes down to the very bed- 
rock of human liberty. 
Price, - - - - 2% cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Essay on Miracles. 


°! By DAVID HUME. 
OG a. e s 23 1 game 


Examination of the Morals and History 
of the New Testament. 
By Pror. F. W, NEWMAN. Price 25 cents. 


rin xX ‘ $ 
[HE SABBATH. 
By M. FARRINGTON. 
4 Thorough Examination and Ref- 
utation of the Claims of the 


Sabbatarians. 
Paice, ~ - - z Š 


20 cents, 


APOLLONIUS OF TYANA IDENTIFIED AS THE 
CHRISTIAN JESUS, 


An important and remarkable revelation con- 
zerning the life and times of Apollonius of 
Tyana, the great sage and philosopher of the first 
century. It is here claimed that his life and 
teachings were appropriated and utilized by the 
formulators of the Christian religion in the in- 
terest of so-called Christianity. 


i he pe iarism 
is made plain in this brief history of Apollonius 
especially in view of the historical references an 
comments thereon., It is quite evident that to 
conceal the plagiarism, the name of Apollonius 
was suppressed. 

rice, 15 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


28 Lafayette place, New York Oity. 


Spiritualism Sustained, 


FIVE LECTURES. 
By John Re Kelso, AcMe 
12mo, cloth, $1.00. 


Priestly Celibacy Exposed, 


By Rev. G. T. Fox, M.A. 
Price, 15 cents. Address this office. 


MEDICAL. 


If you need a medicine pay attention to some- 
thing which will cure you. It is known as 


The Water of Life, 


and is adapted to curing, more especially, all 
forms of Stomach, Liver. Kidney, and Bladder 
troubles. By injecting this water it will heal all 
sorts of inflammations of theinternal organs, such 
cases as Piles, Typhoid and other fevers Bowel 
diseases, Uterine and other forms of Female 
Complaints. It is a Blood Purifer, and is an ex- 
cellent remedy for Catarrh and Lung and Throat 
inflammations. It will heal the nerves, restorin 
lost vigor of mind and body, creating a zood 
appetite and producing sound sleep. It acts 
steadily upon the urine, cleansing the blood by 
means of the kidneys, and acts mildly upon the 
bowels, thereby producing bodily habits which 
are so essential to good health. This 


Water of Life 


is sold absolutely pure, as it is pumped from 
the spring, without the addition of any drug 
whatever. Itis Nature's Remedy, pure and sim- 
ple, and nota manufactured article. The ‘uccess 
it has achieved has come mostly from its friends 
who hav been cured by using it. Send for a 
pamphlet free, containing photo-engraved let- 
ters and recommendations from those who have 
used it, giving a forty-page history and all par- 
ticulars about this remarkable water, to 


J. R. PERRY, Manager, 
34 South Main Street, Wilkesbarre, Pa. 
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Jfews of the (Deck. 


Four Anarchists hav been fined at New- 
ark, N. J., for carrying a red flag. 


Franz Weuts, of Riverhead, L. I., has 
become insane from religion and over- 
work. 


Mary Nazeun, of New York city, en- 
thusiastic or perhaps insane on religion, 
committed suicide on the 12th. 


A TORNADO that struck Port Jervis, N. 
Y., on the 7th singled out the Methodist 
church as the one building for its destruc- 
tion. 


Tux Catholic Congress at Chicago was 
opened on the 4th. Judge O’Brien of the 
supreme court of New York was temporary 
chairman. 


A Homm Ruts bill, having passed the 
British House of Commons, was defeated 
in the House of Lords on the 8th, bya 
vote of 419 to 41. 


A Roman Carnoxnio chapel near Mien 
Yang, China, has been destroyed by an 
Antichristian mob. The European priest 


fled and the nativ converts concealed 


themselvs, 


Tam Wilson bill for repealing the silver- 
purchasing clause of the Sherman act, 
which received a two-thirds vote in the 
House of Representativs, is finding diffi- 
culty in the Senate. 


Tux Vienna Fashion Club has sent a cir- 
cular to all the tailors in Austria, calling 
upon them to promote the colored dress 
coat as being in the interest of good taste. 
Not bright colors, but blue, brown, drab, 
and green, are recommended. 


Ir is said that China is waiting to seo’ 
whether the Geary law will be enforced 
here. If it is, she will at once expel all 
Americans in her dominions. She has 
them all enrolled, and can expel them 
more easily than we can her subjects. 


Jupam Ewine has declined to endéavor 
to set aside Judge Goggin’s order con- 
tinuing the World’s Fair Sunday-opening 
case sixty days. Attorney Edwin Walker 
for the directors, however, will try to ob- 
tain a decision and appeal, so as to close 
the gates. 


Haminton Fiss, ex-secretary of state, 
died on the 7th. His most meritorious 
work was procuring the settlement by the 
Geneva Tribunal of Arbitration of the 
claims against Great Britain growing out 
of the depredations of Confederate cruisers 
fitted out in British ports, and commonly 
known as the Alabama claims. 


An investigation into nepotism in the 
national Senate reveals that nearly every 
Senator who is chairman of a committee 
givs the clerkship to his son or nephew, 
and that nearly all the clerks, assistant- 
clerks, messengers, and others who are eu- 
gaged in the service of the Senate are re- 
lated by blood to some Senator. 


Rev. Dr. STOEOKER, a leader of the per- 
secutions against the Jews in Germany, 
has arrived in response to the invitation of 
Mr. Moody to take part in the Congress of 
Religions. Stoecker is being severely 
criticised. Professor Bamberger says: 
“To call here a man who preaches intol- 
erance and hatred against fellow-citizens, 
is nothing more or less than treason.” 


A OHARWOMAN employed in the British 
Parliament house has died of cholera. 
England is alarmed. The disease is caus- 
ing deaths in Italy, Austria, and Germany. 
The Rhine has been declared infected, and 
bathing in it has been forbidden. Hun- 
dreds of Mecca pilgrims hav died about 
Suez, Egypt, and given the plague to 
others. The epidemic is raging in Russia. 


Unorr the decision of Judge Ross, of 
Los Angeles, Cal., warrants for the arrest 
of six Chinamen under the registration 
clause of the Geary act hav been issued. 
The Chauenga Farmers’ Association has 
determined to arrest every Chinaman in 
the Chauenga valley. The council of la- 
bor will swear out two hundred warrants 
on the result of the trial of the six China- 
men. ` 


Newspaper veracity is reflected on by a 
late utterance of President Cleveland. 
Don M. Dickinson, who was postmaster 
under Cleveland’s first administration, 
says: “ʻI saw Mr. Cleveland yesterday, 
and we had along chat. He told me the 
newspapers had said scarcely anything 
true about his movements for the last six 
months. ‘When I hav been at home they 
hav had me fishing; when I’ve been fishing 
they hav had me at home.’ These were the 
president’s words to me.” 


Creed of Christendom. 


Its Foundatlon Contrasted with fts Superstructure, 
By W. R. GREG. 


Complete im 1 wol., 12ma, 3990p.. 1.50 


A Journal of Freethought and Reform. 


Vol. 20. No. 38. {PUBLISHED WEEKLY. 
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Darvin and After Darwin. 


An Exposition of the Darwinian Theory. 
By GEORGE J. ROMANES. 


A aystematio Ez osition of what may be termed 
the Darwinism of Darwin, and intended to be of 
service to the general reader rather than to pro- 
fessed naturalists. 

_ Mr. Romanes is well known as one of the most 
interesting of English writers upon evolution, 
besides ranking with Professor Huxley in scien- 
tific knowledge and ability. And this is a part of 
his conclusion regarding the great subject of 
Design, to which the church so often refers: 
“Thus whether we look to the facts of adapta- 

tion or to those of beauty, everywhere through- 
out organic nature we meet with abundant 
evidence of natural causation, while nowhere do 
we meet with any independent evidence of 
supernatural design. . . . Adaptation and 
beauty are alike receiving their explanation at 
the hands of a purely mechanical philosophy. - . 
All nature has thus been transformed before the 
view of the present generation in a manner and 
to an exteut that has never before been possible; 
and inasmuch as the change which has taken 
place has taken plave in the direction of natural- 
ism, and this to the extent of rendering the 
mechanical interpretation of nature universal, it 
is no wonder if the religious mind has suddenly 

. awakened to a new, and a terrible force in the 
words of its traditional enemy—W here is now 
thy God?” a 

Illustrated. Price, cloth, $2. 

Address, THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


BOOKS BY 
PROF. FELIX L. OSWALD. 


The Bible of Nature: A Contribution 
to the Religion of theFuture. Oloth, $L . . 
The Secret of the East; or, The Origin 
of the Christian Religion and the Significance 

of its Rise and Decline. Oloth, $1. 
Physical Education ; or, The Health-Laws 
of Nature. Cloth, a. 
Household Remedies for the Prevalent 
Disorders of the Human Organiem., Oloth, $1. 
Zoological Sketches: A Contribution to 
the Outdoor study of Natural History. Illus- 
trated by H. Faber. Oloth, $2. 
“Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette place, New York. 


Old “Testament Stories 


Comically Ilustrated. 


IT WILL 
MAKE YOU 


LAUGH. 


By WATSON HESTON. 
The Stories Humorously Told—And Hard Facts 40 0 Pages 200 Full~Page 


Civen Concerning the Origin and Authenticity of the 
Old Testament—A Page of Text to Each Picture. 


CONTENTS: 
Sustaining a Theory, Jacob and Esau, 
Some Giants, Joseph the Man of Dreams, 
The Adventures and Work ef Noah, Holy Moses, 
A Hunting Anecdote, Balaam the Diviner, 
Abraham, Christ's Great Ancestor, Bloody Joshua, 
A Queer Family, . The Campaign of Deborah and Barak 
Isaac and His “Sister,” Against Jabin and Sisera, 
One of Twins, General Gideon, 


IT WILL 
CORNER 
THE 
PARSON. 


Pictures. 


Jephthah and His Human Sacrifice. 
Samson the Strong, 

Ruth and Boaz, 

Unstable as Water, God Shall Not Excel, 
David, God's Favorite, 

Some Stories from the Book of Kings, 
Adventures of the Prophets, 

Jonah the Truthful Sailor. 


Boards, illuminated covers, $1; cloth, gilt side stamp, 81.50. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO, 
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New Publications. | | New Publications. 


RELIGION A CURSE, 
RELIGION A DISEASE, 
RELICION A LIE. 


By Samuel P. Putnam. 


Dedicated to the Amertcan Congress, of 1892, which ror the sake af Religion, Stabbed Liberty 
` to the Heart. 


A work burning with indignation inspired by the Congressional act closing the World’s Fair 
on Sunday—an act which practically united the government and the Christian church. 


To which is added Mr. Putnam’s address delivered before the Columbian 
Exposition Committee of the House of Representatives against Sunday closing. 


Also the following berth and Poems by Mr. Putnaw, which have neyer before been put in 
‘book form: Orthodoxy; Freethought; Man, Not God (written fora Paine anniyersary); The Statue 
of Liberty and Thomas Paine; a poem written for the opening exercises of the Silverton, Ore., Free- 
thought Hall; Death and Life; The Golden Age; Shut the Door (a poem on the closing of the 
Centennial Exposition in Philadelphia, in 1876). 

, The main essay in this work is one of the strongest arraignments ever made of the religion 
which cramps and fetters the minds of the people of this couvtry. It should be distributed widely. 
_It has been commended in the highest terms as it appeared in THE TRUTH SEEKER and we hope every 

_ reader will buy a copy to lend his neighbor and arouse thought. 


Price 25 oents; Five copies for $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York City. 


DESIGN ARGUMENT FALLACIES, 


: A Refutation of the Argument That Nature Exhibits 
: Marks of Having Been Designed by f 
an Intelligent Being. 


SYNOPSIS : 


- I. The Design Argument Vitiates Itself By Necessitating an Iufinite Series of Designers. 
Il. If There Were a Designer He Could Not Be Beneficent. 
IIL If There Were One He Could Not Be Wise, for . 
His Processes Are Egregiously Blow, 
They Are Egregiously Wastetul, 
They Often Serve No Use, ~ 
They Have Produced Fauity Mechanisms. 
What Is Oalled Design Is Only Subserviency; and the Watch Argument Is Illegitimate. 
What Actually Did Cause So-Called Design. 
Astronomy and Design. 
The Argument of a First Cause. 


Embracing a Succinct Exposition of Evolution and a Sketch of Astronomy. 


Iv. 

. Av. 
- VL 
Vil. 


BY THE EDITOR OF THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
Os Renn OOOO 


Price 16 cents. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 28 Lafayette Place, N. Y. 


Remsbure’s Book on Lincoln Now Ready. 


ABRAHAM 
LINCOLN: 


WAS HE A CHRISTIAN? 


By John E. Remsburg. 


One of the most noted controversies of the century has been waged over the question of 
Abraham Lincoln’s religious belief. Soon after the remains of America’s most illustrious son were 
laid to rest at Springfield, one of his biographers, Dr. Helland. put forward the claim that he was a 
Christian. The claim was promptly denied by the dead statesman’s friends, but only to be renewed 
again, and again denied. d thus for a quarter of a century the question of Lincoln’s belief has 
been tossed like a battledore trom side to side. . , y . 

For fifteen years Mr, Remsburg has been collecting material for his work. He presents an 
array of testimony that is irresistible and overwhelming, and which must put this question at rest 
forever, In addition to the testimony of twenty witnesses who claim that Lincoln was a Christian, 
and which is reviewed and refuted, he adduces the testimony of more than a hundred witnesses in 
proof of the claim that Lincoln was not a Christian. These witnesses include his wife and other 
relatives; his three law partners; his private secretaries; members of his cabinet; his principal 
biographers, and scores of his most intimate frienas. 


NOTED WITNESSES. 


Hon. W. H. Herndon, Col. Ward H. Lamon. Hon. John T. Stuart, Co). James H. Matheny, Col. 
John G. Nicolay, Judge David Davis, Col Jesse W. Fell, Hon. Leonard Swett, Dr. William Jayne, 
Judge Stephen T. Logan, Joshua F. Speed. Hon. Jesse K. Dubois, Hon. Joseph Gillespie, Dr. C. H. 
Ray, Col. F. 8. Rutherford, Judge Robert Leachman. Col. R. G Ingersoll, Leonard W Volk, Josep. 
Jefferson, Hon. K. B. washburne, Hon. E. M Haines, Hon. James Tuttle, Hon. M. B. Field, Hon. 
Geo. W. ian, Hon. John B. Alley, Hon, Hugh McCulloch, Gen. M_M. Trumbull Rev. Da vid 
Swing, Rey. Robert Collyer, Judge Jesse W. Weik, Hon. J. P. Usher, Hon. Geo. 8. Boutwell, Hon. 

‘ Win, D. Kelley, Salmon P. Chase, Wm. H. Seward, Hon. John Covode, Hon. A. J. Grover, Hon. W. H. 
T. Wakefield, Gen. D. W. Wilder, Judge Aaron Goodrich, Judge James M. Nelson, hev. Edward 
Legleston, Rev. John W. Chadwick, Donn Piatt, H. K. Magie, Dennis F. Hanks, Mrs. Sarah Lincoln, 

rs. Mary Lincoln. , 3 i 

The foregoing and sixty other reputable witnesses testify that the greatest man born on this 

continent was a Freethinker. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


MY RELIGIOUS EXPE- 
[eee] RENCE 


Being the story of his religious life and mental 
joumevings. ritten in his happiest and most 
rilliant way, and is the pa of all his splendid 


works. , 25 cents. 
Fries cone AA TROTH SEEKER. 


Cloth, 81; paper, 50 cents. 


COSMIAN HYMN-BOOK. 


A COLLECTION OF 


ORIGINAL AND SELECTED HYMNS 


FoR 
Liberal and Bthical Societies, 
for Schools and 
the Home. 
—With Music Written to All the Songs.— 


D AER BY L. K. WASHBUR 
i] 


o N. 
Price, $18 For sale at THIS OFFIOR, 


New Publications. l | New Publications. 


PEN PICTURES OF THE WORLD'S FAIR, 


By SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 


A Full Description of the Fair, Invaluable as a Guide-Book and still more Inval« 
uable to those who cannot attend. It tells WHAT TO SEE and WHERE TO SEE IT; 
ives rates of admission to the various attractions of the Fair and cost of living in 
hicago, with other useful information to the visitor. 
tis, besides being a complete Guide-Book, the best description of the Fair yet 
given—poetic, beautiful, accurate. It describes the inauguration ceremonies, gives 
the director-general’s address, the efforts to close the Fair Sundays and the triumph 
of the Sunday-openers; describes the various buildings and what they contain, and is, 
all in all, the very best picture of the Fair that can be painted with a pen. 


ILLUSTRATED. 
A MAP OF JACKSON PARK, enabling the visitor to make his way around, 
and the stay-at-home to see where he went. 


A BIRD’S-EYE VIEW OF THE FAIR, enabling one to comprehend at a 
glance the magnitude of the Exposition, the greatest ever known to the present time. 


PICTURES OF ALL THE PRINCIPAL BUILDINGS: 


Wowan’s Building. ' Art Palace. Fisheries Building. 

Administration Building. Manufactures and Liberal Agricultural Building. 

Electrical Building. Arts Building. Transportation Building. 

Machinery Hall. Mines and Mining Building. Horticultural Building. 
Forestry Building. 


A visitor to the Fair says of this book—reading it in Tau Trurm Suexen—that 
it is charming and to one who has seen the Fair vastly entertaining. 


Single copy, 25 cents. Five copies for $1. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


A New Book by Helen H. Gardener. 


FACTS AND FICTIONS OF LIFE. 


CONTENTS. 


Sex in Brain. E 
Heredity, in Its Relations to a Double Standard of 
orals. 


Preface. | ae 
The Fictions of Fiction. 
ay in, Court. 2 y ; 
Thrown in With the City's Dead. Divorce and the Proposed National Law. 
An Irresponsible Educated Class. — g Lawsuit or Legacy. 
The Moral Responsibility of Woman in Heredity. | Common Sense in Surgery. 
oman as an Annex. 


At the Woman’s Congress at Chicago Helen Gardener delivered as an address one of the chap- 
ters of this book. The Chicago Times said of it and her: ‘ But the last address, dealing with the 
most delicate of the problems of reform, clear, unhesitant, modest, but uncompromising, was lis- 
tened to with breathless interest by the audience. It was ‘Heredity in Its Relation to a Double 
Standard of Morals,’ and ıt was delivered by the one woman of all others best qualified to‘speak 
upon that subject—Helen Gardener. Petite, graceful, eloquent with the burden of her thought, 
Miss Gsrdener enchained every auditor, and when she had finished received a perfect ovation, which 
her courage and devotion had so worthily won. The evening session was highly intere-ting, but 
that of the morning will be set down on the tablet of the memory of those present as one of the dis- 
tinctivly great features of the week’s congress.” ' 


Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


EVERY Woman Ought to Read It. Every LIBERAL Woman 
and Man Will Want It. 


WOMAN, CHURCH, AND STATE. 


By Matilda Joslyn Gage. 


This is Mrs. Gage’s latest and crowning work. It is THE book to show how 
the church has enslaved woman and kept and keeps her in an inferior position. A 
glance at its contents will show this: 


The first chapter—the Matriarchate—shows that under the old civilizations woman had great 
freedom. but that the tendencyof Christianity from the first was to restrict her liberty. In this 
chapter Mrs. Gage claims that to the Matriarchate—or Mother-rule—the world is indebted for its 
first conception of inherent rights , : 

Chapter II deals with the theological dogmas of original sin and celibacy. Woman, by the 
church, was not regarded as a human being; marriage:was looked upon as vile; wives were sold 
as slaves; women driven to suicide; the influence of the church was unfavorable to virtue. The 
celibacy of the clergy produced cegrading sensuality, and woman was the victim of these brutes. 

. „Chapter IIT is on The Canon Law, showing how tha church controled woman by making the 
legitimacy of marriage depend upon its own control of the ceremony. Ancient civilization gave 
place to Christivn barbarism, the c.ergy became a distinct body—at once a“ holy” and an unholy 
caste. Learning w+s prohibited to women, husbands prohibited from leaving them more than one- 
third of their property; daughters cou:d be disinherited, sons could not. The Reformation effected 
no change. 

Chapter [V—Marquette—is on Feudalism and its degradation of women, the rights of “lords 
5p iritual,” the immorality of the heads of the church, baptism of nude women in the early Christian 
church. It also deals with some of the later-day abuses of females, like our Northwestern pineries, 
the English debaucheries, governmental crime-makers, etc. — . 

Chapter V—Witchcraft. In the days « f this phase of religious insanity Mrs. Gage shows how the 
possession of even a little learning was sufficient cause to suspect a woman of witchcraft, that to keep 
a pet was dangerous, so rabid were the cler: y not to suffer > witch t> liv. This perse ution for 
witchcraft was a continuance of the church’s policy for obtaining un versal dominion over mankind. 
Wom:n physicians of the Middle Ages were persecuted, and the “ Pilgrim Fathers” continued itin 
America. The first synod convened in America was to try a woman for heresy, and others were 
stripped and whipped for not agreeing with the clergy. , 

‘he chapter on “ Wives” shows how the disrnption of the Roman empire was unfavorable to the 
personal and proprietary rights of woman—that the sale of daughters was practiced in England 
seven hundred years after it was Christianized—that the practice of buying wives was regulated by 
law—that women were not permitted to read the Bible—that they were not admitted as witnesses— 
that civil marriage 1s opposed by the church. f eS 

In Caapter VII is shown how polygamy was sustained by the Christian church, that the first 
synod of the Reformation convened to sanction this institution. that Luther aud the other * prin- 
cipal reformers” favored it, as we:l as the American Board of Foreign Missions. The Mormon the- 
ocracy is shown to be similar to that of other Christian sects. _ ; : 

In the last three chapters Mrs. Gage treats of the opposition of the church to the amelioration 
of woman’s sufferings as interference with her ‘curse,’ of woman’s degradation by the church to 
labors unfit for slaves, of woman’s “inferiority,” as taught by the church to-day, and of how little 
value Christianity has been and is to civilization. 


The work is a burning protest against the tremendous wrong done woman b 
the church, which controled the state. Itisalso extremely valuable as history. No 
woman, it seems to us, can read it and remain a supporter of the religious iastitution 
which has crushed her individuality, her mentality, and degraded her person. To the 
woman’s cause it opens an Age of Reason. It ought to be widely read for the good it 


will do. 


In cloth, $2; in half-leather binding, $8, Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
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What We Pay to Support the Church. 


When we are given definit knowledge of the ex- 
act amount of taxes shirked by the churches, we are 
more impressed than by the merely indefinit knowl- 
-edge thereon that we ordinarily possess. The 
Globe Democrat, of St. Louis, has been to the pains 
of collecting the particulars of all the tax-exemptions 
in that city; and among these exemptions that 
of the churches stands out most markedly; and 
it makes a weighty impression on our mind. We 
do not mean, exemption of the churches alone, 
but of other ecclesiastical institutions and proper- 
-ties—associations, academies, convents, cemeteries, 
-and the Lord knows how many more sorts. The 
Roman Catholic churches form along string. They 
‘receive from the Agnostics, Infidels, Jews, and all 
the others who make up the body politic, a gift of 
the taxes that should be levied on $2,934,600 worth 
‘of churches and parochial schools. The Presby- 
terian churches make a good second in the strug- 
gle to avoid paying one’s honest dues. They dodge 

-payment of the taxes on $589,220 worth of edifices 
which the city departments are nevertheless ex- 
pected to provide with water, protection from fire, 
policing, indemnity in case of riot, paved streets 
leading thereto, and so on. The Episcopalians 
next file forward and claim that they should be al- 
lowed to be dishonest to the extent of the taxes on 
$379,539. The German Evangelical Lutheran 
churchmen then push to the front, pounce on and 
pocket the assessments on $323,630, and retire to 
- their pulpits to declare that Christianity elevates 
morals. The job, or deal, which the Baptists 
operate against the city treasury is one of the ex- 
tent of the taxes on $305,340. The Methodist 
Episcopal church South evidently feels that the 
populace should do something in reparation for the 
‘taking away of the slaves which its clergy and 
wealthy supporters once enjoyed, for it demands an- 
nually the taxes on $301,860. For St. Louis’s non- 
church-goers, unbelievers, and so on, to pay their 
hard-earned dollars to buy Congregational sermon- 
izings and psalm-singings, seems odd, but neverthe- 
less they do so yearly to the amount of the taxes 
on $272,330. The purchase by the same people of 
Methodist Episcopal rigmarole and prevarication, 
seems as queer, and suggests that there is a viola- 
tion of the freedom of contract supposed to obtain 


in this land, but the buying goes on year after year 


in the sum of taxes on $237,220. Other denomina- 
tions filch tax-money on the following amounts: 
German Evangelical, $219,680; Hebrew, $217,400; 
Unitarian, $106,240; Christian, $52,000; Presby- 
terian Cumberland, $41,880; Presbyterian United, 
$40,780; English Evangelical Lutheran, $40,380 ; 
German Lutheran, $40,200; New Jerusalem, $39,- 
940; miscellaneous, $227,650. 

Besides these, the Christians hav a deal more of 
property on which, by their intrigues with the pub- 
lic officers, they contrive to escape taxes. There are 
hospitals in which the inmates are by daily cere- 
monies inducted into sectarian beliefs, though we 
who pay their taxes decidedly do not want any such 
beliefs propagated by our money. There are asy- 
lums to which politicians giv not only taxes but 
large bonuses of our money, and in which youth are 
bred in doctrins inexpressibly repellent to our sen- 
timents. There are schools and academies which 
we must daily see before us imbuing the young with 
the creeds of: religion, while we know that an es- 
tablishment of ours for imparting to them the prin- 
ciples of irreligion or Freethought would be re- 
quired to pay its every cent. There is the Young 
Men’s Christian Association. And finally there are 
cemeteries, business concerns operated by the 
churches at a goodly profit. Out of these classes 
of exempt property, we will make room for a detailed 
statement of those of convents and cemeteries: 


CONVENTS. 
Carondelet esise stesse oaie iine $6 750 
Convent of the Good Shepherd...................cc0085 134 890 
Convent of the Sacred Heart.............::s00esecreeee 205 850 


Convent of the Visitation...............:ccsccssseeseces 278 620 


Mt. Carmel of St. Joseph............sceseesseeecseeeeeees 25 460 
Oblate Sisters of Providence. ..............cccccceceenes 6 500 
St. De Charetal Academy of the Visitation....... 27 800 
St. Joseph Convent of Mercy..................ccccceeee 39 540 
St. Vincent (German)...... .eesessssessseserresssserreesree 62 850 
Sisters of Lorett0............ cccccseeccesescneeeeeeseeeeeees 35 900 
Sisters of St. Joseph... eee. cece ceeeee vee epeeee 72 700 
Ursuline Convent and Academy... eseese 58 800 
TOtal vcs ccesicscsnsestes ccsestersvnesesicsdeccsscsenesceds $950 660 
CEMETERIES. 
Bellefontaine Cemetery.............ccecesecesscceeee cones $213 500 
Bethlehem Congregational Cemetery............... 1 200° 
Calvary Cemetery.........cccsccce cesses eceeeeeesseeeereees 142 000 
Cemetery Catholic. ..............ccccceccccsssssseesseeseeees 23 600 
Evangelical German Cemetery..............:::00seee 6 270 
Evangelical Lutheran Congregational Cemetery 4 160 
First Evangelical Lutheran Cemetery Society... 4 500 
German Evangelical Lutheran Cemetery of the 
Holy Gho8t............cseecccccccectecceeeesceeeeeeee 39 140 
German Evangelical Protestant Cemetery......... 23 790 
Independent Evangelical Protestant Church 
COMetOry ...........ececccseeecseecceee sc ceeeeseeeeeees 6 870 
Missouri Crematory Association... e... 5 780 
New Bremen Cometery.............cscccsecsesceseeeceeees 6 140 
St. Matthew’s Cemetery Association.................. 2 510 
St. Paul’s Church Cemetery .................:.eeeeee eee 2 610 
SS. Peter and Paul’s Cemetery... eee 5 720 
Western Evangelical Lutheran Cemetery.......... 7 360 
Total eirs nete tanec ese von senetie aaa $495 150 


The total value of the church property exempt 
is $10,507,550. This is over one-fourth of all the 
property exempt in the city, as the total, reckoning 
in the city hall, city hospitals, court house, fire 
department buildings, city asylums, markets, police 
department buildings, poorhouse, workhouse, water- 
works, and public parks, with state and national 
properties, is $38,621,750. 

The exemption of church property is a monstrous 
curse. It is so efficacious a help in the accumula- 
tion of property, that by its means the church has 
sometimes obtained a third of the wealth of a na- 
tion. When it did this, in the European countries 
of a few generations ago, it was enabled by this 
opulence to exert a tremendous power in keeping 
the people in servitude. By this instrumentality 
of tax-exemption it will be enabled to secure a like 


proportion of the wealth of the United States if 
some future conjunction of events shall chance to 
revive its popularity. As it is at present, the ex- 
emption is a prodigious robbery, a glaring violation 
of the American principle of equal opportunities 
and no privileges, and a perilous tie of connection 
between church and state. 


Scientists Are As Happy As Pietists. 

It is said by some that Freethinkers must nat- 
urally be less happy than Christians because the 
scientific way of looking at the world offers no food 
for the heart. Science, it is said, is cold and hard. 
The exercise of the intellectual faculties, it is al- 
leged, in the investigations, discoveries, compari- 
sons, analyses, classifications, and determinations of 
science, cannot gratify the nature of man like the 
emotions of trust, adoration, faithfulness, and com- 
munion with divinity, which are developed by re- 
ligion. But the persons who say these things make 
the mistake of supposing that human nature always 
remains the same. It doesnot. The nature of man, 
and of every other form of living being, changes 
with change of environment. It varies to meet the 
varying demands upon it. Evolution shows that 
with the change of the conditions of humanity or 
any other species of organism, there follows a re- 
adjustment of constitution to the new conditions. 
Whatever is found necessary or beneficial to the 
continuance of life, appears as the need for it ap- 
pears. The pickman’s palm grows horny, and the 
blacksmith’s arm strong, as the requirements on 
them comes; and in like manner as men are more 
and more forced to intellectual activities as requisit 
to winning in the struggle for existence, so do there 
more and more appear pleasures accompanying 
those activities and prompting to their exercise. 
An African finds the attempt to comprehend a 
slight abstraction, to conduct a considerable men- 
tal operation of any kind, repugnant and painful. 
But the intellectual members of the Caucasian race 
—and they are increasing in number every day— 
turn to such activities as their chief delight. The 
pleasures of barbarous man hav consisted in great 
part of the exercise of the emotions of wonder, awe, 
and, in particular, the emotion of satisfaction felt 
at supposed love and protection by an imagined 
personality beyond the skies. But there is now 
growing among advanced mankind the set of emo- 
tions making it a pleasure to know, and todo. The 
Christian repugnance to the scientific view of the 
world and scientific relations with it, amounts only 
to an example of the rule that all readjustment of 
human conditions involves a corresponding readjust- 
ment of emotions. and such a change is always felt 
as a deprivation by those partial to the old set of 
emotions, and is by them denounced as such. 

Christ as Distiller and Tippler. 

Among all the plain cases of immorality being 
sanctioned by the Christian religion, there is none 
plainer than that of liquor-drinking being com- 
mended by that system. Yet despite this plainness, 
so bemisted and beclouded are the majority of the 
people in the thick fog that outbreathes from the 
pulpit, that they believe Christianity to be a foe to 
the use of liquor. The church has taken up the 
cause of temperance lately, as it often does any re- 
form when the movement has been started and 
pushed into popularity by others, and the church 
thinks that it is going to succeed; and this makes 
many suppose that Christianity is by nature a sig- 
nal enemy of intemperance. It is not, however 
The temperance movement is favored by church 
people solely by reason of the human, moral ele 
ments of their natures, not because of their super- 
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natural imbuement ; and the Bible itself pronounces 
for liquor-drinking in terms unmistakable. We hav 
ever and anon held up to public view this sanction 
Now we are helped in 
the good work by the New York Sun, a paper which 
is continually seizing on some truth that is being | 
obscured by popular error and raising and display- 
ing it aloft in convincing clearness to the eye of the 
This Sun has received a letter running 


of drink by the scripture. 


multitude. 
thus: 


“In your editorial under the head of ‘A Question 
Christians Cannot Debate,’ you aver that Christians with 
the example of Jesus before them, cannot consistently 
condemn the use of intoxicating drinks as a beverage; 
Will you 
kindly tell me how you make out the above, and where in 
the Bible it saye that Christ indulged in intoxicating 


also that Christ himself was a drinker of wine. 


drinks? W. L. B.” 


To this inquirer the Sun replies that in Luke vii, 


33, 34, it is written : 


“ For John the Baptist came neither eating bread nor 
drinking wine; and ye say, He hath a devil. The son of 
man is come eating and drinking; and ye say, Behold a 
gluttonous man, and a winebibber, a friend of publicans 


and sinners!” 


Furthermore, this joutnal pursues, “when they 
wanted wine ” at the “marriage in Cana of Galilee,” 
as John ii records, “the mother of Jesus saith unto 
Then occurred this 


them, They hav no wine.” 
event: 

“ Jesus saith unto them, fill the water pots with water. 
And they filled them up to the brim. And he saith unto 
them, draw out now, and bear unto the governor of the 
feast. And they bear it. When the ruler of the feast 
had tasted the water that was made wine, and knew not 
whence it was (but the servants which drew the water 
knew), the governor of the feast called the bridegroom, 
and saith unto him, every man atthe beginning doth set 
forth good wine, and when men hav well drunk, then 
that which is worse; but thou hast kept the good wine 
until now.” 

It appears, therefore, goes on our reply, that 
Jesus not only furnished a miraculous supply of 
wine, but that he produced it after the guests had 
already “ well drunk ;” and among those guests, as 
the evangelist records, were both Jesus and his 
disciples, the obvious inference being that he par- 
took of the beverage along with the others. He 
would not hav made this “beginning of miracles ” 
by changing water into wine if he had objected to 
the use of wine even in considerable quantities. 

Another instance is given by Matthew. He re- 
lates that at the institution of the holy supper, 
Jesus “took the cup, and gave thanks, and gave it 
to them, saying, Drink ye all of it. But I say unto 
you, I will not drink henceforth of this fruit of the 


` yine until that day when I drink it new with you in 


my father’s kingdom.” 

It is to be noticed, too, that St. Paul counsels 
Timothy to “drink no longer water, but use a 
little wine for thy stomach’s sake and thine often 
infirmities.” 

Our journalistic E in the work of ex- 
posing Bible faults despite ministerial lies, goes 
back to Old Testament times and shows that wine 
was there described as a blessing, and employed 
for sacred purposes. It was poured out as a drink 
offering to God. It is said of it that it “maketh 
glad the heart of man” and “cheereth both God 
and man.” 

Our contemporary then closes its plain talk to 
its correspondent in the following words. As the 
contrasting point of the Mohammedan religion, 
that it forbids liquor-drinking, was mentioned in 
the Sun's original article, we find it again touched 
on here: 

*¢ Our New Jersey friend must see, then, that Chris- 
tians, under the law of their religion and the precept and 
example of Jesus, hav no ground for debating whether 
the use of intoxicating beverages is sinful. Neither is 
there any reason for such debate among Mohammedans, 
for in express terms the drinking of those beverages is 
forbidden to them as a sin.” 

Is it not plain to every Christian after reading the 
foregoing that his religion does not discourage but 
does encourage the use of alecholic beverages? Is 
there one Christian into whose hands this paper 
will fall so hardy that he will stand forth and 
allege that Christianity is not far inferior to Mo- 
hammedanism in the repression of intemperance? 


Freethought Assembles a Parliament of 
Religions. 


The way in which the firmest faith can be pro- 
duced in a Christian believer, is to keep him igno- 


rant that there are any men on earth who reject the 
evidence for his religion. A child, to whose eyes 


the most thorough believer possible. When he 
grows older and learns that great bodies of human 


ened. If then his mind throughout his further life 


ment, his faith may suffer little more diminution. 


creed. Journeying to the lands of these people, 
and mingling with them, produces a still stronger 
effect. Travelers are a class extremely given to un- 


belief. In short,a person largely governs his opin- 


ions by the rule, what everybody believes must be 
true; and his doubt of Christianity grows just as 


-he gets to understand that everybody does not be- 


lieve it, or gets an impressiv conception of those 
persons who do not, by whatever means he may get 
this. 

By a bit of carelessness and inadvertence, the 
Christian ecclesiastics hav done just this thing of 
which we hav been speaking—directed attention to 
the fact that other peoples reject Christianity, and 
that these peoples are many and mighty. They hav 
assembled at the Columbian Exposition a World's 
Parliament of Religions. The effect cannot but be 
prejudicial to their own cause. The attitude which 
they should take, to operate most favorably on their 
following, is one like that of olden time—scorn of 
all who believe otherwise than in Christ as unwor- 


thy to touch the hem of a Christian garment, and 


persecution and warfare upon them. They should, 
to win success with the masses, continue to insist 
on their religion as being self-evident, a thing the 
truth of which none but the veriest blind could fail 
to see, and to reject which argues a soul infatuated 
of crime and vice and all wrong, or possessed by the 
evil one. When, on the other hand, the Christian 
clergy allow themselvs to be seen by their disciples 
willing to enter an assemblage of other ecclesiastics 
on a level with them, paying to the others as much 
consideration as is shown themselvs, and present- 
ing declarations and evidences of their religion in 
the same fashion and style as the others, the special 
distinction heretofore enjoyed by them in the minds 
of those disciples is sure to be lost. l 

The Christians hav always alleged that a revela- 
tion has been made by divinity to mankind. A 
minute’s consideration of the meaning of the word 
revelation, and then a noting of the huge numbers 
of people represented in the Parliament who do not 
believe Christianity, should convince anyone that no 
revelation has been made. A revelation means a 
revealing of something, a showing, a making evident 
or clear. Now, that Christianity has not been re- 
vealed, shown,:.or made evident or clear, to man- 
kind, the presence of all these men declaring that 
it has not been made so to them abundantly testi- 
fies. So testifies, too, the number of sects present 
into which Christianity is divided. If that religion 
had really been revealed, there would not be five 
hundred different opinions on it. The diversity, 
the wandering and contradictory variety, of re- 
ligious beliefs, shows plainly that they proceed not 
from one revelation made by one god to one set of 
men, but from the separate guesses of the multi- 
tude of separate human minds. 

The fact that Christians hav by the holding of 
this Parliament so departed from their former ar- 
rogance, self-sufficiency, and intolerance, which we 
said they should to serve their own interests hav 
maintained, evinces a shifting of the spirit of the 
age from religion to science. Religion, held in firm 


everyone about him appears a Christian believer, 
and whose parents speak of Christian doctrins 
as things of which doubt is out of the question, is 


beings in other regions of the earth reject the 
Christian claims, his assurance of the truth of his 
faith is, imperceptibly to himself, somewhat less- 


is little directed toward those people who repel 
Christianity, if he never obtains a very realistic con- 
ception of their numbers and their weight in judg- 


But if he reads much of these non-Christian peo- 
ples, and their numbers and importance begin to 
figure in his imagination as they deserve, he grad- 
ually grows to feel much less certain of his own 


belief, is invariably bigoted and intolerant, while 
science proceeds by the opposit methods of broad- 
ness, all-tolerance and all-inclusion. An admittance 
of all applicants to fair and equal hearing, an im- 
partial scrutiny of all evidence submitted, such as 
is the rule in this religious congress, is opposit to 
the spirit of religion and the whole of its past course 
of conduct. On the other hand, it is of the in- 
most nature of science. - It is the very method that 
science adopts in its proceedings. A congress of 
scientific men gathered to investigate religion could 
hav adopted no more characteristic course. It is 
the method which Herbert Spencer has employed 
in his sociological constructions, theological as well 
as other, only that scientist used the printed reports 
of travelers instead of the spoken reports of dele- 
gates. 

Another striking feature of this congress is its 
absence of strife. That bitterness of feeling which 
a short time ago would hav prevented its very as- 
sembling has not shown itself. This is unexpected. 
It is at variance with the relations that hav up to 
the present prevailed between the various religions. 
It moves the New York Herald to remark: _ 

“ This exhibit of peace on earth and good will to men is 
the one transcendent incident of the World’s Fair. We 
can almost hear the echo of millennial bells piercing the 
air above the hilltops, and are warranted in making a 
prediction that controversy will soon giv way to charity 
and the bitterness of sectarian strife to the realization of 
practical religion. Cardinal Gibbons and a Jewish rabbi 
on the same platform! A Presbyterian and a Brahmin 
and a Mohammedan and a disciple of Confucius following 
each other in eloquent words of greeting avd welcome! 
Such a spectacle was unknown in the ages of the past and 
has until this moment seemed an impossibility. If the 
great Fair were a failure in everything else, it would: be 
memorable for this noble achievement. The idea was a 
novel one, and the man who suggested it must hav re- 
garded itasan experiment likely to be attended with 
grave danger. Its success, however, is & wonderful tribute 
to the common sense, the love of fair play, and the pro- 
found reverence for what is good and true and inspiring 
in the heart of this nineteenth century. Look back to the 
days of our grandfathers, or even to those of our fathers, 
and note the miraculous change that has taken place. 
Such an enterprise as this Parliament of religions would 
hav been scouted by them with immeasurable contempt, 
or roundly denounced as Antichrist. The world was di- 
vided into warring sects, and the more loyalthey were to 
their peculiar forms of worship, the more violent were 
their attacks on their neighbors and rivals. The man on 
the next corner was a deluder and ensnarer of souls, and 
no thunderbolt of rhetoric or logic was too heavy to hurl 
athim. The Baptist, who believed in immersion, might 
perhaps admit that the Congregationalist, who only be- 
lieved in sprinkling, would possibly get to heaven, but if 
he did it must be by a lucky chance and in spite of his 
error. The Catholic threw red-hot shot into the Protest- 
ant camp and the Protestant gave him a Roland for his 
Oliver by calling his church the ‘ Scarlet Lady’ of script- 
ure. The chief characteristic of differing pulpits was 
their unwillingness to touch the hem of each other’s gar- 
ments for fear of contagion, a harsh and violent repulsion, 
a series of coarse and in some instances brutal attacks on 
each other.” 

The sole thing that has brought about this 
change of feeling is Infidelity. When a person be- 
lieves with his whole mind and heart that his relig- 
ion is the only means of mankind’s escape from an 
eternal hell, he will do anything in his power 
against those who refuse to embrace it; the 
only reason that one does not do so now is that, 
owing to Infidelity’s having permeated everything 
with doubt, he does not believe with his whole mind 
and heart. Accordingly, then, “the one tran- 
scendent incident of the World’s Fair,” as the 
Herald calls it, the assembling of hitherto hostil 
persons on terms of peace, is the work of Infidel- 
ity. It is because of Infidelity that “we can” in 
that paper’s words, “almost hear the echo of mil- 
lennial bells above the hill-tops.” Yes, “if the 
great Fair were a failure in everything else, it 
would be memorable for this noble achievement.” 
Its success, says the Herald, is “a wonderful tribute 
to the common sense, the love of fair play, and the 
profound reverence for what is good and inspiring 
in the heart of this nineteenth century.” And, be 
it marked, this nineteenth century is above all the 
age in which, as preachers lament, faith is declining 
and the world is becoming uppermost, the age in 
which Infidelity and science hav reached their ut- 
most pitch hitherto known. 

We must giv some account of the goings-on at 
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the religious parliament. It was opened on the 
11th by a procession. Jew marched with Gentile, 
and Catholic marched with Protestant. The re- 
ligious beliefs of India, of China, and of Japan 
were represented, as well as those of the English- 
speaking nations. All, attired in their priestly 
robes and wearing the insignia of their office, 
. marched in fellowship to the platform, while the 
audience rose and cheered at the sight. 

On the succeeding day, the 12th, the more im- 
portant meetings began to be held. These meet- 
ings, as well as those on following days, were very 
largely attended. It was necessary to hold over- 
flow meetings in several halls. ' On the 12th, says 
one report, “ For the first time from the same plat- 
form spoke a Jew, a Christian, and a Hindoo, each 
deeply in earnest; each logical and honest accord- 
ing to his light. For the first time a congregation 
of divided faiths listened with deepest interest to 
the presentation of views which a hundred years 
ago might hav sent a heretic to the gallows. It 
was a consummate triumph of Liberalism; a study 
of comparativ religions by a great university, which 
was ready to attack the subject without prejudice 
and in the pure light of reason.” Yes, it was all of 
that. It was one of those noble and beneficent 
works with which Freethought is perpetually 
adorning and bettering the world. 

To be sure, the value of the gathering did not lie 
in the worth of what the delegates said. It lay 
only in the fact that they had been made willing to 


“ Christianity was widely spread in Japan when, in 
1837, the Christian missionaries, combined with their 
converts, caused a tragic and bloody rebellion against 
the country. It was understood at the time that these mis- 
sionaries intended to subjugate Japan to their own coun- 
try. It was this which caused the prohibition of Chris- 
tianity in Japan. Christianity had brought riot, blood- 
shed, and rebellion in its train. Verily, it had brought 
instead of peace a sword, The government was forced to 
drive out the missionaries in self-defense,” à 

Cries of “Shame! shame upon the missionaries!” 
arose on every side. Leaving the missionaries to 
the administration of shame, of which we think they 
can never get as much as they deserve, we will pro- 
ceed to the next speaker. This was Mozoomdar, a 
Hindoo. He, says a report, “told a story that was 
touching in its delineation of the humanity of the 
noble faith and the gentle practices of the great 
sect to which he belongs.” Certainly, his faith does 
possess considerable that is noble and many prac- 
tices that are gentle—more than the religion of the 
cross. In succeeding addresses, representativs of 
many Oriental religions told things that the audi- 
ence will be the better—the more broad-minded and 
liberal—for having heard. The newspaper reporter, 
catching the temporary fervor of generous tolerance, 
writes : “ The truth and beauty which lie embodied 
in religions heretofore practically unknown to the 
mass of Christendom were laid bare to wondering 
and almost reverential eyes.” 

The congress would hav been incomplete had it 
omitted, when there were so very many clergymen 
present, of all kinds, an example of that class of acts 


the crags of certainty upon which I would plant 
the foundations of the universal religion.” One of 
cannots of the Bible, as we remember it, is that a 
man cannot get good from the lips of a fool. 

Next Dharmapala, the Buddhist priest and 
scholar of Calcutta, stood on the edge of the plat- 
form and fearlessly exposed Christian lies and re- 
buked Christian ignorance. He suddenly de- 
manded: “How many of you hav read the life 
of Buddha?” Five hands, four of them belonging 
to women, were timidly held up. “ Five only.” said 
the Buddhist, with a tone and look of disdain. 
“Four hundred and seventy-five millions of people 
accept our religion of love and hope. You call 
yourself a nation, a great nation, and yet you do 
not know the history of this great teacher. How 
dare you judge us?” The audience cheered. “ You 
complain that you do not make converts among 
us,” he continued. “You preach a God of love, 
but in your actions you are selfish. You make of an 
ignorant or an unsophisticated man a perfect 
bypocrit. You hav used the story of a life-crushing 
bloody Juggernaut to secure the means to save 
alleged heathens. Juggernaut has been popularized 
by Christian missionaries, and yet a committee 
composed of eminent Englishmen has declared that 
the Christian idea of Juggernaut was a myth, that 
death and blood were repulsiv to our people. This 
Christian story has been exploded. It has gone 
into oblivion.” And so the Orientalist went on, 
scoring his hearers and defending his own creed. 


come together, and say anything to one another as 
equals, at all. As for the intrinsic worth of their 
remarks, Freethinkers will readily imagin that it 
was scant. No wondrous sageness, for instance, 
will be imputed by Freethinkers to the address by 
the Very Rev. Augustine F. Hewitt, on “The Ex- 
istence and Attributes of God,” which, “amid a 
burst of applause,” concluded thus: 

‘t Matter and force are fixed quantities. Who fixed 
them? The matter in the stars and nebula never changes 
in quantity, and the force that drives them never varies. 
Who or what was their first motor? The mind demands 
this by a law of its original action, and the soul answers 
involuntarily, the supreme being that gave me my con- 
tingent being. The alternativ is chance—an absurdity.” 


While the chairman of the day in opening pro- 
nounced this “the most momentous congress of the 
age,” our readers will hardly deem very momentous 
the paper of the celebrated Rev. Alfred Momerie, of 
England. For that paper, on “The Philosophical 
and Moral Evidences of God,” read, alas, thus. 
He said that the uniformity of nature, which had 
been claimed as an Atheistic argument, was really 
a first step toward the proof that there is a God. 
He held that the whole universe showed that there 
was one great purpose in the making of it. Science 
had proved not that there was a lack of purpose in 
the creation, but one great and intense purpose. 
There were many evidences of the world’s relation 
to and dependence on mind. All showed the in- 
creasing activity of an infinit thinker. The most 
certain thing in science was evolution. That 
showed that the difficulties of civilization were be- 
ing slowly but surely overcome. Infinit goodness 
and wisdom involved infinit restraint. There were 
restraints on the poet that were not on the prose- 
writer; there were restraints on a good man that 
were not on a bad, and there were restraints on a 
god that were not on a devil. He held that it was 
impossible for God to create a painless world. It 
seemed hard that a mother could not recall her 
child from death by prayer, but it would be harder 
for the world if she could. If we should know that 
the laws of nature had been broken only once, we 
should lose our faith and believe that we were liv- 
ing in a world of chance. It was because God was 
always with us that it sometimes seemed as if he 
could not be found. ; 

No, not momentous in their revelatory wisdom 
were these remarks. Neither were the deliverances 
of the various Christian, Jewish, Mohammedan, and 
Buddhist speakers following. 

Let us seek a grain of truth in the chaff-heap of 
the utterances of the following day, the 13th. We 
find it, luckily. Itis in the speech of Right Rev. 
Bishop Shibata, of the Shinto sect, from Japan. It 
reads: 


my belief. 


for which that profession hav become so noted. 


What we mean will be seen when we relate that the 
Right Rev. Ruichi Shibata, of Japan, archbishop of 
the Shinto church, at the conclusion of his address 
“created a sensation by embracing three Caucasian 


ladies who were sitting upon the platform behind 


him. Upon the right cheek of each he imprinted 
the chaste kiss of religious brotherhood.” 
On the 14th some important speeches were made 


—important, that is, as the Christian public ranks 


things. Cardinal Gibbons presented a paper enti- 
tled, “The Needs of Humanity Supplied by the 
Catholic Church.” The need of our readers for 
truth we fear we can but ill supply by passages 
from it, such as: 


“ We liv and move and hav our being in the midst of a 
civilization which is the legitimate offspring of the Cath- 
olie religion.” 

‘‘ The Catholic religion labors not only to assuage the 
physical distempers of humanity, but also to reclaim the 
victims of moral disease.” 


Rev. Lyman Abbott, the famous Brooklyn divine, 
and editor of the Christian Union, next favored 
the congress with sundry of those profound remarks 
in which theology is prolific. 

Rev. Joseph Cook, of Boston, opened with the 
announcement, “The world expects of us this 
afternoon no drivel.” But the world is old and has 
grown used to being disappointed in its expecta- 
tions. Well it is that it is hardened against dis- 


appointment, for the best that it got in this case 


was such declarations as: “I hold that Christianity 
is the only religion that will harmonize the soul 
with its environments.” We do not think that 
there was much harmony between the soul and its 


‘environments when Christianity was most be- 


lieved—when men thought that their environment 
the earth was flat, that their environment the 
starry host revolved about the earth, that their 
environment of diseaseful influences was due to 
witches whom they must burn, and that their en- 
vironment of religious dissenters was a manifesta- 
tion of Satan which they must exterminate with the 
sword. That which the world expected to be “no 
drivel” was, too, in another part this: “Chris- 
tianity only will deliver a man from the love of sin 
and the guilt of it.” Whether it will deliver a man 
from the love of sin we will let the criminal 
statistics of Christian as contrasted with the un- 
christian ages tell. Deliver him from the guilt of 
it Christianity may; it is of all religions the one 
that has the best-developed system for freeing the 
ill-doer from guilt, as he regards it, upon payment 
of cash to the priest. Mr. Cook continued: “I 
appeal to the Bible as the ultimate authority for 
These cans and cannots of the Bible are 


He asked how many had read the life of Mohammed, 
the prophet of Arabia, and when four hands went 


up he asked why they should denounce Moham- 
medanism when they knew nothing of it or its 
founder. l 

The Parliament of Religions contains much 
that is nonsensical and valueless, but it also brings 
to light a few truths. And it is noteworthy as 
being the first instance of Christian use of the 
scientific method. Hear all sides and then decide. 
This instance has been brought about by the op- 
eration of Freethought—Freethought the untiring 
benefactress and showerer of good gifts, under 
whose blessed sway the tiger and the lamb of 
varying sects shall lie down together, and the raven- 
ing beasts of religious persecution and warfare 
hush to unwaking sleep. 


An Omaha policeman has been suspended for 
neglect of duty. His plea of excuse is, all will ad- 
mit, the most extraordinary ever entered. He al- 
leges that he entered a church and, becoming inter- 
ested in the services, remained there too long. The 
journal that reports the case adds, “Never was po- 
liceman, probably, ever before suspended for neglect 
under such circumstances.” Yes, marvelous it is! 
all-strange! all-wonderful! 


The Freethinkers who hav obtained the lead in 
governing Italy are leading the pope a sorry life. 
They hav just got up what Catholics style “a 
scheme of the Piedmontese usurpation in Rome to 
forge new fetters for the sovereign pontiff.” This 
is a regulation, proposed in the Italian parliament, 
that all documents issuing from the Vatican must 
hav an exequator, or official recognition before being 
allowed publication in Italy, or transmitted abroad. 
“This,” says a Catholic journal, “is an old expedient 
to deprive of the right of free communication those 
who hav received the divine commision to teach all 
nations.” 


i 

Our readers remember the scheme for obtaining 
public money for Catholic schools that was intro- 
duced at Faribault, Minn. The Faribault plan, 
however, will soon be a thing of the past in that 
city. The Catholics, whose children attend the 
parochial school which was placed under the juris- 
diction of the city board of education, now insist, in 
view of the coming term of school, that only Cath- 
olic teachers be engaged. The board of education 
is willing to hav two Catholic teachers, but con- 
tends that if Catholic teachers only were engaged 
the school would become once more one for Catho- 
lic religious instruction, and the purpose of the 
Faribault plan as expounded by Archbishop Ireland 
would be lost. The Catholic prelates of the country 
are, however, determined by this scheme or some 
other to grasp part of the funds now used by the - 
publie schools. That they may not succeed, every 
endeavor of every lover of secularism is needed. 
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CGommunieations. 


“The Rich Man Defended.” 
A FRIENDLY OHAT WITH BRAYTON AND REED. 

I hav written quite a little on land, financial, and 
tariff reforms, but those writings hav been published 
in papers advocating such reforms and not offered 
to Tue Trura SEEKER, as I thought it better to 
keep that paper battling with the old superstition 
and striving to elevate men to a higher plane of 
morality than to divert it from its proper channel. 


But believing the articles of friends Reed and Bray- 


ton, published in Tur Truru Seeker of September 
2d, were calculated to lead men from the truth, I 
thought I might be allowed space in Ture Terors 
Srexer to giv a reason for the faith that is in me. 

Mr. Brayton says: “ We see one man’s right is as 
good to get and hold property as another’s.” Let 
us change the phraseology a little and say that one 
man’s right to rob and plunderis as good as another’s. 
What would friend Brayton say to that? When a 
half-dozen men can meet in the city of New York 
and stop the output of coal and throw thousands 
out of employment, and raise the price of coal from 
$6 to $10 per ton and freeze out thousands who 
are too poor to obtain it; when a Senator can 
touch a button and send oil up fifty per cent; when 
a few men can combine and make a corner on pork 
and wheat and send thousands of children to bed 
supperless, I think it about time for the American 
people to begin to question the right to “get and 
hold” property by such means. 

“Then how can we blame tha rich man for using 
his money as he thinks best?” 

In 1873 Ernest Seyd cime over from England 
with $500,000 and bought out the American Con- 
gress body and breeches and got silver demonetized, 
making the bonds payable in gold, thereby adding 
millions to their value, making every bond held in 
England worth ten per cent more, which difference 
the American people had to pay. Here is one 
instance at least in which we may justly blame a 
man for doing with his money “as he thinks best.” 
Did space permit I could cite scores of cases of the 
same sort. 

“ He [the rich man] builds railroads and factories 
and employs thousands of poor people.” 

How did he come by his riches? Did not the 
poor man earn them before he could obtain them ? 
Which was first, labor or capital? There could be 
no capital till labor produced it. Labor must pro- 
duce the capital before the factory can be built. 
Then labor must not only earn money enough to 
pay itself, but generally earns enough besides to 
make the employer rich. Which is reelly the in- 
debted party ? 

“And now there is a cry against the rich man 
for holding mortgages that cover almost all the 
Western farms.” 

Suppose a mortgage had been given when wheat 
was $2 per bushel, and the rich man, through his 
money, influences Congress to burn up the green- 
backs and demonetize silver, and make money 
scarce, and thereby prices are sent down until wheat 
is only fifty cents a bushel; and now the mortgage 
comes due. How can a mortgage be paid which 
was based on wheat at $2 a bushel, with wheat at 
fifty cents? How can a debt of $2 be paid with 
fifty cents? Here is the clew to nine-tenths of the 
Western mortgages. It would seem that a man 
who would not cry out against such outrages must 
be either ignorant or heartless. 

«If the laboring man cannot get work in one 
place he is free to go and work in another.” 

So, so. If he cannot eat skunk he is free to eat 
crow. A factory shut down recently and threw 
five thousand people out of employment. They are 
free to go anywhere else; but there is no work 
when they get there. They might as well hav 
starved at home. What does such freedom amount 
to? 

“It [the government] has given him [the poor 
man] a good home if he would go on to it and raise 
a living.” 

Yes, and there are vast treasures in the deep 
sea, but how is one to get at them? In the name 
of common sense, what benefit to the starving mill- 
ions who roam the country that they can get farms 
in the West, when they are out of employment 
and hav not a cent to buy bread with? How are 
they going to get there with their families—build 
houses, buy teams and tools and seed, and liv until 
they can raise a crop? And worse than all, the 
great majority of them know no more about farm- 
ing than a Hottentot knows about the fine arts. 
Throw a man overboard in mid-ocean, and then tell 
him if he will swim to land he need not drown. 

And at the rate that capital, both foreign and 
nativ, is buying up great blocks of land, I want to 


know how long it will be before there will be no! 


land for the landless? Old Bill Scully owns ninety 
thousand acres of land in one block, enough to make 
nine thousand independent homes for the homeless. 
The men who work these lands are mainly Irish, 
liv in shanties, pay all the taxes, bear all expenses, 
furnish all the seed, and not a bushel of grain can 
be sold until the lion’s share is secured for old Bill 
Scully. He livs in London, and manages to take 
from this country about four hundred thousand a 
year, not one dollar of which will ever see this coun- 
try again. Hereis your European system, not only 
hatched, but full fledged and ready to reproduce its 


kind. But I suppose a man has a “right to do with 


his money as he thinks best.” 

“And now the poor man of the old country is 
enjoying liberties of our free institutions that the 
rich man’s money has built up and maintains.” 


And that is the one thing which ails us. The rich 
man’s money has brought over thousands of foreign- 


ers to underbid and degrade the American laborer, 
because he (the rich man) wanted cheap labor, and 
he has got it. 


cat will make a dinner for him,” said my companion, 
and he pointed to a little, low building and told me 
how many Italians were quartered there. 
self-respecting American wants to liv on cats 
and garbage, and be packed away in shanties like 
herrings in a box, in order to compete with this 
foreign element? But this is just what he must do. 
He must work for the wages of the foreigner, liv as 
the foreigner livs, eat cat and crow, or the foreigner 
will take his place. 

But we must not “blame the rich man for using 
his money as he thinks best.” 

« Never were there any better times for the poor 
man than 1893.” 

Well, that is decidedly rich. Go tell it to the 
thousands of sterving poor in the city of New York, 
where one woman wears $14,000 worth of gold and 
diamonds, and another pays $1,000 for a collar for 
a pet dog, and another makes shirts for three cents 
apiece and works all winter without fire in order to 
save enough to keep her children from starving. 
Proclaim it to the one hundred and forty thousand 
people in Chicago out of employment and begging 
for bread, where millions of bushels of grain are 
stored and mountains of beef and pork are killed 
and packed every week. Declare it to the thou- 
sands of miners and citizens who wander friendless 
and homeless through the land without where to 
lay their heads. Good times for the poor man in 
1893! when it is estimated that there are two mill- 
ions of people out of employment with nothing on 
earth to sell but their labor, and no market for that. 
No doubt Mr. Brayton is a good man, but as to his 
supposed facts, they are like the old woman’s teeth 
—one is gone and the others are missing. 

Secretary Windom said, “Capital had bought, or 
was fast buying up, the Associated Press and 
closing the avenues of knowledge to the people.” 
Mr. Bland said recently that “ capital had got con- 
trol of the Metropolitan Press.” And brave John 


| Swinton said at an editors’ convention: “ You are 


intellectual prostitutes. There is not one of you 
who dares to print honest opinions. If you did 
you would be out on the street looking for a job. 
You are jumping-jacks—rich men behind the screen 
pull the string and you dance.” No doubt here is 
the secret of Mr. Brayton’s mistakes. He reads 
papers published in the interest of capital, and 
never dreams that they are published to lead him 
astray. Like the Christian who reads nothing but 
religious literature, he is molded like wax. 

Now for Mr. L. G. Reed and the money question. 
In 1865 Secretary McCulloch said: “There are 
nearly $2,000,000,000 in circulation. The people 
are out of debt—the business of the country is 
done on a cash basis. Every man who wants a 
day’s work can get it and good wages, and the peo- 
ple are prosperous and happy.” And this was 
right on the heel of one of the most expensiv and 
destructiv wars known in modern times, when it is 
generally expected that depression must follow. 
There was not a dollar in gold or silverin circula- 
tion, yet we had the most prosperous times in the 
history of this nation. 

Can every man get a day’s work and good wages 
now? Is business done on a cash basis? Are 
the people out of debt and prosperous and happy ? 
What caused these prosperous times? The amount 
of money in circulation—more than $70 per capita. 
It is generally stated at about $50. But the 
$2,000,000,000 did not circulate in the South at 
all. There were about thirty-five million inhab- 
itants—twenty-five millions North and ten millions 
South. If two billion be divided by twenty-five 
million, it will be found to giv over $70 per capita. 
And here is the secret of the good times in 1865. 

Would not the same cause produce the same re- 
sult to-day? If not, why not? 


I was riding with a gentleman, and 
we passed an Italian with a catin his arms. “That 


What 


Wherever paper money has been tried, it has pro- . 
duced prosperous times, as it did here in 1865. - 
Venice used neither gold nor silver as money — 
for more than six hundred years, but issued full 
legal-tender paper money, which brought to her 
such prosperity as was never heard of in the his- 
tory of nations. And it continued up to the time 
of the Napoleon wars. 

Franklin was instrumental in establishing a sys- 
tem of full legal-tender paper money in the colony 
of Pennsylvania, known as the Franklinian system, 
which lifted that colony out of debt and brought 
the most prosperous times in its history, and lasted — 
up to the time of the Revolution. 

France was conquered by Germany and lost two 
of her most valuable provinces, and had to pay Ger- 
many an indemnity of $1,100,000,000. Yet, by is- 
suing full legal-tender paper money, and making it 
plenty, kept every man to work, paid off her debt’ 
in a comparativly short time, and is to-day one of 
the most prosperous nations in the world. 

Germany, on the contrary, demonetized silver, 
reduced the currency, made money scarce, and in 
consequence her people are poor and oppressed. 

You see a hundred Germans in this country to 
one Frenchman. Why? Because the German is 
poor and discontented, and seeks to better his con- 
dition. The condition of the Frenchman is far bet- 
ter, and he has no occasion to leave his nativ 
country. 

Having seen that full legal-tender paper money 
has brought prosperity in every instance whenever 
used, let us see if it is Constitutional money, and if 
there is power to make it. 

The Constitution declares that “Congress shall 
hav the power to coin money and regulate the value 
thereof.” Thus the power to make money is placed’ 
in the hands of Congress, and it rests nowhere else. | 
But the Constitution does not prescribe the ma- - 
terial that money shall be made of. Therefore Con- 
gress is left free to choose its own material. i 

You say “ the attempt through faith to make pa- 
per of equal value of gold is somewhat like the no- 
tion that God made the world out of nothing.” I 
am inclined to think that paper is greater in value 
than gold. I think we could do better without 
gold than paper. But whether paper can be made 
the equal of gold or not, Congress can certainly 
make a paper dollar perform all the functions of 4° 
gold dollar. Itis evident that you hav studied the 
money question just about as the Christian has the 


-God question. 


Let us see. Money is a medium of exchange. 
No matter what material it is made of, go that it is 
convenient. It need not be valuable, because its 
function is only to mature value. 

We want to know the length of a stick of timber, ` 
and we lay on the rule.` The rule does not affect 
the length of the timber; it is neither longer nor 
shorter. The rule need not be gold nor silver ; it 
will measure as accurately if wood, steel, or iron. 
A man has two cows for sale, and one is so good 
a cow that he asks $50 for her. The other is so 
poor a cow that he will take $20 for her. Now, the 
kind of money which is paid for these cows does 
not affect the value of the cows one iota, any more 
than the rule affected the length of the stick of tim- 
ber. As the rule measured or expressed the length 
of the timber, so the money measures or expresses 
the value of the cows, and this is the true function 
of money. The value of the cows depends upon the 
amount of milk and butter they will yield, and not 
upon the kind of money paid for them. 

Now for another step. Iam leading you along 
just as I would a Christian from the errors of super- 
stition into the broad light of truth and reason. ` 

Congress takes sixty cents worth of silver bullion 
and by legislativ enactment pumps a dollar of money 
value into it. And if Congress should take one- 
half or one-quarter of the silver and declare that it 
should be full legal tender for a dollar, we should 
be as much bound to obey that law as any other act 
of Congress. And it would be a far more convenient 
dollar than the present silver dollar. There is one 
cent’s worth of nickel in a five-cent piece; ten cent’s 
worth of copper in a hundred cents. So Congress 
decides. We obey the law, and nobody is cheated. 

Now, if an act of Congress can make $1 in 
money out of ten cent’s worth of copper, can it not 
go one step farther and make $1 out of a piece of 
paper? The Supreme Court says it can. The trade 
dollar, containing seven and a half more grains of _ 
silver than the standard dollar, was worth about 
sixty cents, when the standard dollar was worth 
one hundred cents. This ought to show you that 
the law not only determins values, but makes and 
unmakes money. i ; 

According to the idea that the money value of a 
silver coin depends upon the amount of silver it 
contains, I want to ask you if the trade dollar con- 
tained seven and a half grains more silver than the 
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standard dollar, and was worth forty cents less, 
how much more silver must be put into it to make 

it worth nothing ? i 
` I hold in one hand a full legal-tender paper 
dollar and in the other a gold dollar. The paper 
dollar will pay just as much, buy as much, as the 
gold dollar, and is much more convenient. Now, 
what is the difference to me in the cost of these two 
dollars? The bullion in the gold dollar cost me a 
day’s work before it was coined, then I had to giv 
to the government a day’s work to get the dollar 
after it was coined. Then in loss to the coin by 
abrasion and in interest on the day’s work which I 
paid for the bullion in ten or a dozen years will 
cost me another day’s work. Now what did the 
paper dollar cost me? Just one day’s work to get it 
from the government. Would not prudence dictate 
that I should use the cheaper dollar? 

All the time spent in digging gold and silver 
out of the mines, which is put into money, and all 
the time spent in coining it is a dead loss to this 
country. Men thus engaged might just as well be 
divided into two gangs, and one gang set to digging 
holes in the ground and the other gang to filling 
them up again. 

The trouble is, men do not arrive at conclusions 
by a course of reasoning.’ They derive their ideas 
by contact with others, by hearing ideas often ex- 
pressed, and thus they are rubbed in, or on, so to 
speak, very much as one gets daubed by going 
through a paint shop. 

The Christian believes that God created man, and 
that it was a good job. Then a snake knocked him 
out and made him so almighty mad that every soul 
he created for thousands of years he brought into 
existence only to sputter ina brimstone stew. Then 
his wrath so far abated that he came down and suf- 
fered himself to be killed in order to open up a way 
whereby one out of a hundred might twang an im- 
aginary harp in an imaginary heaven. 

Now, Mr. Reed, I am inclined to think that you hav 
obtained your ideas of money as the Christian has 
obtained his ideas of God and the Bible, viz., by 
hearing the minister talk. If nine-tenths of all 
Christians would read the “Age of Reason” and 
` take Taz Trurm Seexer for one year, and carefully 

read it, they would realize how flimsy the arguments 
‘are upon: which the whole Christian fabric rests. 
. So, if you would read “ Bryant on Money,” “ Brice’s 
Financial Catechism,” or some other standard work 
on money, you would entertain far different opin- 
ions from what you do now. Best wishes. 
. Naples, N. Y. Joun Prox. 


“Spirits” Upon the Dissecting Table. 


` The persistent efforts of spiritists to multiply 
themselvs and to create full-fledged men and women 
who can liv forever from nothing, is, to say the 
least, extremely amusing. So I, as well as Brother 
Perry, hav had plenty of amusement of late years. 
The question now is, Who is laughing at the other’s 
expense? . 

I insist simply man is man. Brother Perry in- 
sists something not man may also be man. LI insist 
man necessitates animal organism; he insists man 
can exist when all that constitutes a man is absent. 
I believe man is bred, born, livs, dies, and vanishes 
as such form; he believes that he is bred, born, 
dies, his organic form decomposes, yet a perfect 
man, identical in outline, features,. functions, and 
talents survives. I believe man’s physical body is 
the cause, consciousness or mind the effect. Brother 
Perry insists that the effect can continue when the 
cause has vanished.- I believe mind is a function 
of the animal organization; Brother Perry that it is 
an entity—“a finer organization”—yet without 
components or parts that he can name. I believe 
consciousness, as manifest in monad or man, is gen- 
erated from the vital electro-magnetic forces, en- 
gendered by means of the subtle and complex 
chemistry of the living animal organism; he com- 
placently insists that all this is not needed to per- 
petuate the dual-man or “ spirit!” 

Linsist that the physical organic form is a necessity 

to the origin and the continuation of a living being. 
That the nervous system is a necessity to conscious. 
ness; blood, or a circulating fluid and its concom- 
itant organs, veins, and arteries, etc., to individual 
life.. That such life is, furthermore, dependent 
upon the functions of the stomach and its chemical 
processes. That physical organs are an absolute 
necessity to produce sound, sight, taste, feeling, 
and thought. All our sciences declare such to be 
facts. All our knowledge is confined to these 
truths, verified by experiment and demonstration. 
.. -If the physical organs of thought, sight, hearing, 
tasting, smelling, respiration, assimilation, etc., are 
not an absolute necessity to the existence of a per- 
fect man, then all empirical sciences, all self-evident 
facts, all knowledge is a delusion and a fraud. 


But no rational mind disputes such facts con- 
cerning man. Man is an animal, and as such 
strictly subject to-all conditions and laws governing 
the animal world. No one would insist that man 
can see without eyes, hear without acoustic organs, 
breathe without lungs, think without a brain, feel 
without a nervous system, or liv with his heart dug 
out. But all these essentials to man’s life and con- 
sciousness after death disintegrate, vanish as such 
forms, assume other forms, and are no more. This 
also is self-evident. 

Now the laugh comes in: I insist man now is no 
more. Brother Perry, however, that when all which 
originally constituted man—his form, organs, anat- 
omy, flesh, blood, brain, and all—has undergone 
chemical decomposition, and is now contained in 
soil, fluid, shrub, and worm, that yet the identical 
man—same in form and function—survives, and 
without such physical form can henceforth exist 
during all eternity as well as with it! 

But what is the plain self-evident truth? 
man exists no more. This I assert—nothing more, 
nothing less. This requires no proof, all know it. 
Mr. Perry might as well find amusement in the fact 
that I believe that twice two equals four, as to 
laugh because I frankly insist—in spite of the al- 
most universal clamor to the contrary—that when 
a man is dead he is dead! 

Now let us see if I am justified to find amuse- 
ment in the fact that otherwise sensible men and 
women believe that when man is dead he is not 
dead, or that man can liv without organic form. 

What survives when man is dead and buried or 
cremated? His “spirit.” What is this “spirit?” 
A dual form of man, embodying identical form and 
functions of the original man. What constitutes 
such “spirit form?’ A “finer organism,” Mr. 
Perry says. What constitutes such “finer organ- 
ism?’ No answer. Has it anatomy, organs, flesh, 
blood, nerves, ete.? No answer. What are they 
composed of? No answer. Has it weight? No 
answer. 

Now let us place a living man upon a dissecting 
table and beside him Mr. Perry's ideal “spirit.” 
Let us apply the scalpel and note the difference. 
First we make a deep and bold incision in the ab- 
domen of the physical man. He squirms in agony, 
the blood gushes forth, he is soon dead. His 
“spirit,” however, “escapes” unharmed. How? 
Whether from the gaping wound, from. his mouth, 
or other orifice, spiritists hav never agreed upon. 
(Such organic form escaping from within another 
organic form being a physical impossibility 
or miracle.) But we proceed with our opera- 
tion. We cut further and deeper, and soon dis- 
cover the most complex and subtile organism in 
existence—“ the crowning work of nature” indeed! 
Every incision reveals delicate tissue, nerves, 
ganglia, organs, and all the necessary parts to con- 
stitute the perfect living man. 

Now, let us make an incision into the “spirit.” 
What is revealed tous? Taking for granted Mr. 
Perry’s “finer organism” to be upon the dissect- 
ing table, we slash away, expecting of course to 
see manifestations of anguish and pain. But the 
result is startling. Not a motion is visible, not a 
drop of blood forthcoming. We dig deeper, cut a 
gash here and there with same results. We look 
closer to discover signs of organic form, nerves, 
anatomy, organs—alas! all in vain. We put on our 
strongest “glasses,” apply a microscope, but there 
is absolutely not a solitary thing in sight. Now 
we make a gash deep into the heart (where it should 
be) and expect at least a flinching or squirming as the 
immediate result of the wounds inflicted, but, upon 
gazing upon the placid countenance of the “spirit,” 
we still behold the same don’t-care-a-damn kind of 
an expression, as if to defy us to do our worst to 
inflict an injury! And just then it occurred to us 
what a big fool we were to expect to hurt, wound, 
or kill an “immortal spirit,” who by virtue of his 
(miraculous) being. is beyond injury from carving 
knives, guns, or dynamite! 

Finding nothing upon closest investigation in- 
side or outside of such “spirits,” nothing that has 
tangibility, weight, chemical attributes, ete.; noth- 
ing that has color, taste, smell, solidity, ete., is it, I 
insist, not amusing that sensible men and women 
believe their individuality can be perpetuated dur- 
ing all eternity with an airy nothing ? 

But our good and, no doubt, earnest friend in- 
geniously refers to the unseen forces of nature 
which are such potent factors in cosmic phenomena. 
But it avails him nothing to seek an analogy for 
“spirits” here. To be a “spirit,” and all it im- 
plies, 7¢ must be organic. To be a husband, wife, 
son, or daughter to us in the “sweet by and by,” 
such “spirits” must be of organic form. This 
again implies anatomy, organs, circulating fluid, 
and heart; also brain, etc. Can the outline and 
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‘| functions exist without interior organism to create 


such outline and functions? Can such organs, 
fluids, chemistry, etc., exist without being manifest 
to our ordinary senses or in the open court of 
science? Can such organism resemble air, ether, 
electricity, or other organie forces of nature? If 
not, does not Mr. Perry’s analogy fall flat to the 
ground? 

All spiritists insist that a “spirit” in man, not 
man himself or his material body, does the thinking 
while man still lives. If this is so, our “ spiritual ” 
power of conception must be as acute now as after 
such a “spirit” escapes the grosser body. Now I 
ask our friend, in all candor, if it is in his power at 
the present time intelligently to grasp such a 
“spirit?” Let him divest the human form of gar- 
ments, then of flesh, blood, anatomy, etc., and what, 
in the name of reason, is left to create such a form 
from? If reality, it must be something. If of the 
appearance of man, it must be again a body which 
has such appearance (air, electricity, gravity, cannot 
possibly assume the form of man); if of such appear- 
ance it must resemble flesh and blood; if it resem- 
bles the flesh, blood, hair, and teeth of man, it must 
be such physical flesh, blood, hair, and teeth. If 
not, how can the appearance of such forms be real 
in the absence of the substance which alone consti- 
tutes such appearance ? 

“Spirit,” in the abstract, being undefinable, ut- 
terly unthinkable, and absolutely beyond scientific 
analysis, all theories explaining (?) certain mysteries 
upon such basis are illogical and unreasonable. As 
the idea of a God, not only not explains but infinitly 
increases cosmic mysteries, so the overwhelming 
mystery of finite “ spirits ” per se, or of “spirit” in 
itself, is so vastly greater than all the trivial mys- 
teries of so-called “spirit phenomena,” that until 
such “ spirit ” is first established upon a scientific 
basis, all candid minds—however reluctantly—are 
compelled to reject peremptorily the same in ex- 
planation. 

I consider it far more reasonable to believe that 
the powers mentally and physically (maybe as yet 
unknown to us) within Mr. Perry or in a little child 
might “gently raise a table or a piano with one or 
a dozen persons on the same,” than to believe that 
a “spirit” nonentity or nothing could do it. I þe- 
lieve the full capacity of humanity in that direction 
is not yet known. I am not ready to dispute the 
psychical powers of anybody to any extent. I be- 
lieve most of it being performed by man has a ra- 
tional basis. In my opinion it is infinitly less mys- 
terious how a “medium” by skill or cunning, in 
spite of Brother Perry’s vigilance, should write or 
paint between two slates than that the dead, who 
exist no more, can do it: 

But now I positivly hav the laugh direct on our 
good brother. In his able defense of “ spiritism ” he 
proves too much! Even on the basis of “spirit” 
existence he relates a miricle: On five locked slates, 
which he received from a “medium,” the “ spirits ” 
of his son and daughter wrote, and “on one painted 
a large rose in all the natural colors,” and not a 
particle of any pencil or paint was placed between 
the slates / 

Now, if not miracle, what is it? Fraud! Does 
not Brother Perry know that writing and painting 
are purely material processes, and that certain ma- 
terials, conditions, and time are absolutely neces- 
sary to produce such results? When “spirits” 
then are said to write without pencils, paint with- 
out paints and brush, or “materialize” them from 
the atmosphere (positivly not containing the ele- 
ments necessary to produce paints, oils, bristles, 
etc.) in a few moments, it is self-evident to all pen- 
etrativ minds that the whole performance is a 
fraud! 

Conditions favoring so-called “spirit phenomena” 
always favor fraud. Why are oil-paintings or crayon 
drawings made in a few moments (?) behind 
drapery, or on the surface of the canvass reverse 
from spectators, but never in plain view of the 
audience? Because these conditions favor fraud. 
Why can “spirits” write between two slates under 
a table, but not simply on one slate on the table, in 
plain view? Because such conditions favor fraud. 
Why can “spirits” do certain “tricks” when hid- 
den by a single board of the cabinet, but not out- 
side of the cabinet? Because the board supplies 
the conditions favoring fraud. Why is darkness a 
necessary condition to all successful “seances?” 
Because it favors fraud. Conditions—excepé those 
favoring f{raud—in all the above cases would be 
practically identical. 

« Spirit forms,” as such, being beyond the reach 
of scientific analysis and utterly unthinkable when 
divested of natural physical attributes; and all so- 
called “spirit phenomena, being extremely vague 
and uncertain—in large proportion accepted to-day 
and rejected to-morrow—such abstract existence of 
“ spirits ” towers so far above the trifling mysteries 
of such “ manifestations ”—at most on a par with 
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other cunning feats of legerdemain—that to offer 
them in explanation but infinitly increases the mys- 
tery. 

It is not my intention, neither hav I the ability, 
to shed new light upon the mysterious origin, char- 
acter, or relations of body and mind; but only to 
prove that without such physical body mind does 
not originate, exist, or survive. Also that, of all 
profound mysteries, such “ spirit bodies ” or “finer 
organisms,” not physical, cap the climax of all mys- 
tery! 

Do you insist that the physique of a Humboldt 
does not explain his colossal intellect? Place his 
“spirit body,” which you assume exists within his 
physical body, beside the latter, if in the power of 
your imagination, then tell me how much nearer you 
explain his mind in conjunction with such “ spirit,” 
or this “ spirit’s ” mind, than in the physical alone ? 
Do you insist on a “spirit” within his physical 
body during life to explain his psychical powers, 
then, by parity of reasoning, you are compelled to 
conjecture another such “spirit” inside of this 
« spirit” to explain his mind, and another in this, 
and so on ad infinitum; and when you get through 
“ calling up spirits from the vasty deep ” (of nothing 
and nowhere) how much nearer are you then to ex- 
plaining mind? Do you know how these “ spirits ” 
or your “finer organisms ” think, or hav you simply 
divested the most complex physical form of nature 
(an automatic mechanism, bewildering in its delicate 
complications, and of capacities far beyond our 
present knowledge, and which, no doubt, is the 
source or basis of all mind) of all potentiality to 
feel, think, and reason, and are complacently invest- 
ing an “airy nothing” or ghost with miraculous 
powers to do it for him? Sadly failing, however, 
to explain your “explanation.” 

Now, Brother Perry, put on your “ glasses,” ap- 
ply the scalpel, and dissect your “ spirits,” then 
make known to the world what they are composed 
of. All matter has chemical properties; please tell 
us what they are. If not matter—“ spirits ” must 

o! 
7 There are no eternal forms'in nature. 
a form of matter. Hence not eternal. 
Rochelle, Iil. Orro WETTSTEIN. 


a 
Everyone going to Chicago this fall should hay a 
copy of S. P. Putnam’s “Pen Pictures of the World’s 
Fair” in his pocket. He will find it a great aid to in- 
telligent sight-seeing. Price, 25 cents; 5 copies for 
$1. 
What the New York Herald says: 


This is a handy volume to hav in your gripsack when 
you start for Ohicago. You canread it while on the way, 
and so prepare yourself for the wonders of that gorgeous 
Exposition, and after you get there it will giv you a vast 
deal of useful information, a thousand and one facts, and 
plenty of interesting statistics concerning the various de- 
partments. It isas gooda book for this purpose as we 
hav seen. . 

What New Occasions says: 
“ Pen Pictures of the World’s Tan R is Fe paper Yolume 
f 146 pages, containing a series of thoughtful and origina 

; Seiche of the World's Columbian Exhibition, by Samuel 
P. Putnam, the well-known Liberal lecturer. The book 
is entertaining throughout, and for those whose time for 
reading and sight-seeing is limited, it will prove more 
helpful than any of the encyclopedic guides. 


Man is 


International Congress of Freethinkers. 


An old proverb says, “ Where there’s a will there’s 
a way,” and the truth of this old proverb has been 
verified in the arrangements of this Congress. The 
committee has certainly worked with a will, and the 
way to success has been opened out to them. Each 
mail brings some cheery response to our calls for 
aid, and some grand word of encouragement and 
hope. Many of our friends who liv in the country 
for miles around hav written me declaring their in- 
tention to be present. With some of these it will 
be the greatest trip of their lives, and this Con- 
gress, the greatest event in the history of our 
cause, is the magnet attracting them toward Chi- 
cago. There will be crowds at the Congress. One 
cannot take up a newspaper of Chicago to-day with- 
out mentally commenting upon the frequency and 
number of congresses that are being celebrated 
in the World’s Fair city every week. There are 
congresses of all descriptions, sizes, and colors. 
There seems to be, in fact, an almost unlimited free 
trade in the supply. It is passing strange that no 
one, not even McKinley, had thought of imposing a 
tax upon them, and thereby increasing the govern- 
mental revenues. There hav been congresses of 
Catholics, Protestants, Single-taxers, Universal 
Peaee, Literature, Education, Medicin, and so on. 
Throughout the most of them, and more especially 
the former, superstition has been enthroned as a 
god, and hypocrisy put forward as a science, and it 
js truly amazing to see how proficient some men 
hav become with the art. The congress of the 
world’s religions is now in session, and every 


phase of superstition will vie each with the other to 
tell mankind at large which of them has succeeded 
in gulling the people the longest and most 
successfully. It is quite appropriate that at the 
close of the latter congress the Freethinkers of the 
world should meet in convention. 

Chicago is now filled with priests and preachers 
of all denominations. But during the first 
week of October we want the order reversed— 
we want to see Chicago filled with Freethinkers. 
Everyone that can come should make an effort 
to be with us. Come, let us show our strength. 
We want to see the hall packed to overflow- 
ing, in fact, everything that can be done toward 
increasing the enthusiasm of the occasion. Observe 
that not America alone is to be represented in this 


Congress, but the world. Not America alone, but 


the world is interested in its success. Not the 
Freethought world, but the so-called religious world 
is interested in it as much as we. They will glory 
in our failure and frown upon our success. Our 
failure means a more aggressiv attitude toward our 
secular institutions, and a prolongation of church 
domination in politics. Our success will place them 
on the defensiv, rather than make them the aggres- 
sors in this great battle of opinions. This is the 
position in which we must place them. Far better 
for us to continue our assaults upon the fortress 
of faith than to hav them combine for the purpose 
ofa general attack. Not that we fear the fight; 
on the contrary, we invite it. We want to meet 
at close quarters, if possible, and fight them on 
their own ground. We hav driven them back from 
one position to another, and we must keep up the 
fight until the clouds of intellectual darkness, occa- 
sioned by orthodox superstitious creeds, hav. dis- 
sipated themselvs in the sun of truth and hav faded 
away forever. 

In this great Congress of Freethinkers the lead- 
ers of our cause the world over will be present, and 
speeches will be made by people of all tongues, re- 
counting with glowing eloquence the story of their 
labors for human rights. Bohemia will hav her 
story to tell by capable and faithful workers in our 
cause. Germany, too, will be there and hav her say. 
The story of the growth of our cause in Russia will 
be told, and long-suffering Poland will tell us of 
her wrongs, and the patient though brilliant strug- 
gles she has made for liberty. England will be 
fully represented by Charles Watts, and though 
his present colleagues cannot be with us in person 
they will be represented by speech. George Jacob. 
Holyoake, long known as the “Father of Secular- 
ism,” has sent us an essay from his own pen, 
written specially for this Congress. Saladin, the 
brilliant and versatile writer, well known in America 
by his works, and G. W. Foote, president of the 
National Secular Society, will both, in all proba- 
bility, favor us with a like epistle. Every day 
Freethinkers are arriving in Chicago and are pre- 
paring for the Congress. Others hav written me 
that they are on their way, so that the present 
outlook indicates the greatest Freethought gather- 
ing ever held upon this side of the Atlantic. 
Nearly every one of our lecturers, and all the 
editors of Freethought journals in America, will be 
present and take part in the proceedings. 

Here, then, is the opportunity for all Freethink- 
ers to become acquainted with those who hav de- 
voted their lives to the education of the people in the 
principles of reform. Seize it, take the. advantage 
this occasion offers. Come, stand up and be counted 
in the vanguard of liberty’s army. Each one who 
shall attend and giv in his or her name as a mem- 
ber of the Congress will receive a handsome certifi- 
cate of membership, forming a splendid me- 
mento of the Congress and the circumstances that 
hav occasioned it. I would say to each one of our 
friends who may intend coming to the Congress, 
that the best accommodations may be secured on 
the west side of Chicago. One thing let me im- 
press upon you. Keep away from the hotels and 
lodging-houses in the vicinity of the Fair grounds. 
Good rooms for two persons or more may be had 
from $4 to $10 a week, while the same kind of a 
room near the Fair grounds will cost from $7 
to $40. 

The hotels in Jackson park expect to reap a rich 
harvest during October, and prices are propor- 
tionately exorbitant. Let none stay away on this 
account, for there are plenty of commodious apart- 
ments in other quarters of the city. There are 
plenty of good rooms on Washington Boulevard, 
near the hall where our Congress meets, right in 
the heart of the city and close to all lines of trans- 
portation. The fare to the Fair grounds will be 
only ten cents each way. We will secure all the 
rooms required in advance, providing those who 
wish them will write me in time, stating the date of 
their arrival, how many persons there are in the 
party, how long they intend to stay, and full par- 


ticulars. Friends writing to us for rooms should 
inclose a few dollars, in order to secure them, for 
we may not hav sufficient funds at our disposal to 
advance a deposit for all who may write; then there ` 
will be no mistakes, no disappointments. These 
rooms will be for the most part in fine private resi- 
dences, thereby escaping the bustle and confusion 
of a crowded hotel. Those wanting rooms must 
write at once. Come one, comeall. Chicago is big 
enough and generous enough, and quite capable of 
entertaining thousands yet. Let us crowd her more, 
and let a mighty peal of triumph ring out at our 
Congress. This will be my last letter to the Free- 
thought public before the Congress meets. All the 
arrangements are complete. Everything is in read- 
iness and waiting for you to come and take posses- 
sion. The day of the rally will soon be here, and 
we are looking forward with joy to the realization 
of our hopes—a successful Congress, and the meet- 
ing with hosts of Freethinkers. 
Joun R. CHARLESWORTH, 
Sec. Committee of Arrangements. 
17 South Curtis street, Chicago. tts 


Since our last report the following donations hav: 
been sent in behalf of the Federation : i 


W. 8. Galloway....... $1 00| Minnie Hickethier.. $1 00 
Eugene Moore........ 2 00| Ed Pollerds............ ` 50 
Joseph Beck, M.D.. 200) H. J. Warren......... 1 00 
John Kane............. 1 00| S. P. Thorpe.......... 2 00 
Nellie Newkirk....... 1 00| A. L. Willis............ 1 00 
D. P. Beery............ 2 00] Wm. Hiall............... 1 00 
G. Hessler............. 00| J. A. Thomas.......... 2 00 
H. Dannenbrink.... 200} Mrs. P. Van Houter 65 00 
Joseph Wenzel....... 1 00| Hepry Leeken......... 2 00 
Jonas Myers........... 5 00| James McGinniz...... 2 00 
H. O. Irish............. 5 00| Frank H. Nicoles.... 2 00 
S. H. Trowbridge... 1 00| Sam E. Nicoles....... 2 00 
Charles Gregg........ 1 00) H. 8. Palmer.......... 10 00 
A. O. Egbert-......... 1 00| B. B. Rockwood...... 5 00 
N. S. Rolin.............. 10 00| Jobn L. Way.......... 1 00 
B. A. Curtis.... 5 00} Ralph Urmeon........ 1 00 
John Orowley. 1 00| Walter P. Buchran. 1 00 
David Ulery... 1 00) S. F. Benson.......... 5 00 
R. N. Howe. 1 00| R. Butterfield.. 5 00 
Aaron Richardso 3 00 

Tilman Azias 50 Totale $100 00 
Oharles Hickethier. $2 00 


Joun R. CHARLESWORTH, 
Sec. Freethought Federation of America. 


What Are You Going To Do, Brothers? 


The Chicago Congress of Freethinkers will of 
course hav a value to its members, who will there 
meet each other and exchange thought, and also to 
the readers of its reports, who will be more or less 
instructed and stimulated by what will be said. 
What will be said? Enough, no doubt; but what 
will be done—anything? I notice nothing in the 
program but speech, speech, speech, and, so far as 
topics are announced, nothing to be advanced in the 
addresses to help the progress of secularism, as we 
call it, among the people and toward its practice, 
politically, socially, and individually, without which 
last it is worthless—only a name. 

“Secular ”—what is secular? The word has 
ordinarily, heretofore universally, been used to de- 
note business not religious; sacred and secular hav 
meant as different things as wind and water; and, 
in the mind of the Materialist and independent 
Spiritualist, the sacred has as little place in the 
secular, the religious in the rational, as fiction has 
in fact, as lies hav in logic. But, boast not thyself 
of thine own name until thou hast heard another’s 
claim thereto. The last output of Christian cogita- 
tion and pious impudence is this, by Rev. Richard 
Wheatley, D.D., in his article on the police force in 
eleven principal cities in the United States, in the 
Chatauquan, May, 1893: 

Purely secular education is the grand panacea of all 
self-sufficient talkers for all the ills that afflict society. 
Herbert Spencer, Archibald Alison, and other sociol- 
ogists, who endeavored to obtain knowledge of facts, hav 
discussed the proposition in all its bearings. Their con- 
clusion is that purely secular education enhances power 
of mischief, and that as a moral influence, if not wholly. 
neutral, it exerts slight benefactiv power. Education 
that insists on the being and government of God, on per- 
sonal responsibility to him, and on rewards and punish- 
ments as sequential to free moral conduct, is as surely 
purely secular as training in the truths of arithmetic or 
geography; for, like them, it rests on undisputed facts 
known and read of allmen. Even if religious, they are 
not less secular data. The education which excludes 
them is unscientific—it may be suicidal. Agnosticism, 
Infidelity, and wickedness are social nuisances infinitly 
more pernicious to health and happiness than the noxious 
ones that the police of all cities pride’ themselys on 
abating. 

Think of that, Freethinkers, secularists! Is 
there a more egregious falsehood in anything that 
assumes to be an educational factor? We can ex- 
cuse ignorance in the laity, and charitably suppose 
honesty in the common clergy, but must nota D.D., 
a teacher and author like this Wheatley, know he 
turns truth upside down? How much show would 
Freethinkers hav in a “secular” government with 
such a construction and under such an administra- 
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tion as his? Agnosticism a nuisance. What Ag- 
nosticism? Agnosticism to the Christian’s au- 
dacious assumption of a mythical monster who will 
eternally torment all-who dare to doubt what the 
Christian pretends to tell about him. Infidelity a 
nuisance. Infidelity to what? Infidelity to the 
Christian’s tyrannical imposition. Wickedness a 
nuisance. Whatis the wickedness meant? Con- 
tempt of the Christian’s demand of obedience to 
him as one of God’s police—going fishing or to the 
World’s Fair on Sunday. God, his government, 
rewards, and punishments rest on undisputed facts? 
If they did there could be no Agnosticism. It is 
the very skepticism about these priestly notions, the 
very questioning of the alleged “facts,” which con- 
stitutes the nuisance deplored, the sin “infinitly 
worse” than drunkenness, licentiousness, robbery, 
and murder, which the secular police try to abate, 
and which the secular moralist and reformer would 
lessen by instruction in the data of the facts of nat- 
ure and by destoying confidence in the vicarious 
atonement of religion and eleventh-hour repentance 
and eternal glory. The liberty to dispute and inves- 
tigate on these subjects is the right demanded by the 
thinkers, and without which they were the “ dumb, 
driven cattle” which the holy mokes of Christianity 
and all other divine institutions hav always striven 
to make and keep them. We are aware that under 
the thousands of years of priestly “training ” in 
Godism there is little moral character in their 
dupes and coherents, who teach and hav been 
taught that the only adequate motiv of morals is 
the rewards and punishments they hold out, chiefly 
awaiting in a remote and uncertain hereafter ; 
otherwise, in the church’s fellowship or ostracism ; 
all morality is negatived by “Jesus died and paid 


it all”—-only pay the priest. We admit that there- 
fore a sudden revulsion from this belief of godli- 
ness by the ignorant would produce a social chaos, 
fora time; that the priest is needful until his 
dupes are better instructed by observation and 
conversation of people preferring decency for de- 
But with the apathy of 
so many Freethinkers, who don’t think half enough, 
and the aggressivness of so many religionists, there 


cency’s (not God's) sake. 


is no danger of that. oe 


The fear of hell’s a hangman’s whip 
To keep the ‘‘ saints ” in order, 


Freethinkers know enough to behave themselvs 
without it—except sometimes under Christian influ- 


ence or unbearable provocation by them. 
Apathy, alas! 


“ nuisances ” in our faces and attempt to gag us, 


we cannot help crying out against them and seek- 
ing the society and assistance of our like and at- 
tempting to win the worthiest, the most honest and 
thoughtful, from the errors of their schooling and 
the influence of their company. The priest, wher- 
ever he could not silence the philosopher and pro- 
hibit the scientist, has stolen their thunder and 


slandered the original proprietors, who hav rested 
too satisfied with the self-security of truth among 
its friends or foes. Religious power, under what- 
ever name, has always damned everything it could 
not pervert, destroyed what it could not command, 
and stolen what it could not destroy, whilst the dis- 
coverer, the inventor, the informed, hav, for the sake 
of peace and a crust, sought shelter beneath the 
eaves of the sanctuary that would otherwise belch 
anathemas and annihilation. The church is the 
agency of the college extension which panders to 
priestcraft ; the summer-school and reading-circles 
are bossed by a band of D.D.’s; the weekly, daily, 
and monthly press is stultified with superstition 
though the publishers are often Freethinkers, whilst 
Freethought has a dozen ill-paid lecturers to combat 
-orthodoxy’s thousands of well-cared-for parsons, a 
half-dozen begging papers, whilst pious literature 
is sown broadcast. 

The schools, whether public or ‘private, from 
kindergarten to university, are under ecclesiastical 
or otherwise religious domination. The orphan 
college founded by the priest-hating Girard is a 
seminary of the gospel cannibalism. Even the 
astronomical observatory built by the Freethinking 
Lick is in the hands of churchly regents, and the 
prayer-mongers taunt the nature-students with, “If 
you don’t like our style, you are free to go to some 
school that is not under Christian direction—if you 
ean find it.” For shame on Freethinkers that it 
is not to be found, when they send their own sons 
and daughters to Christian colleges; when they 
permit Christian teaching and text-books in the 


We are too much like the old 
woman who had always borrowed a spinning-wheel, 
but when she bought one she vowed she would 
neither borrow nor Jend—except a few of us who, out 
of the irritability engendered at our birth and bring- 
ing up at the skirts of superstition, as it is in Jesus, 
and continued by the schoolma’am, the parson, the 
Christian Endeavorers, and others who flaunt their 


public schools; when they largely support the 
higher institutions of learning; when they con- 
tribute their full share to the public-school funds; 
when they permit themselvs to be taxed for appro- 
priations for sectarian schools; when they are 


over-taxed on account of the non-taxing of gospel 


mills; when they hav the majority of ballots in 
their own hands; when they hav more than half 


the wealth and most of the brains of the land; 


when they make the bulk of the minister's congre- 


gation; when the minister himself, out of the 
pulpit, will court the society of the Freethinker 
and own himself another but for his bread and 
butter. Oh, tell it not in Andover, publish it not 
in the Princeton Review, lest the churchmen should 
say, There is nothing in secularism. 

Tyngsboro, Mass. Joun Prescorr GUILD. 


All Honor to the Memory of Richard Proctor. 


To tae Epiror or Tume Trots Srexer, Sir: I 
notice with surprise that Talmage is announced to 
deliver the address over the remains of the lamented 
Richard Proctor on the occasion of the unveiling 
of a monument erected to his memory in Green- 
wood cemetery, which will take place October 2d. 
A more glaring incongruity could hardly be presented 
than that of a pious mountebank—a first-class 
charlatan—ranting and driveling a hypocritical 
rigmarole over the hallowed remains of the fearless 
Freethinker and astronomer, Richard Proctor—a 


man who died poor, but whose integrity was un- 


sullied, who would scorn to practice a bold, bluff, 
dishonorable game, based on twenty-three per 
cent. 


really a cosmopolitan. He was bred a Roman 


Catholic, but when truth unfolded her beauties to 
his comprehensiy mind, like an honest man as he 
was, he openly acknowledged the fact that he 
could no longer bow in allegiance to the Catholic 
or any other church which fettered and enslaved 
the human mind with musty, absurd creeds and 
He was fear- 
less in the expression of his convictions, and like 


dogmas, the relics of barbarous ages. 


those men of gigantic intellect—Darwin, Huxley, 


Tyndal, and Spencer—with whom he identified 
himself, he always accepted truth, no matter how 
much his conclusions might conflict with con- 
He was a perfect gentleman in 
all his transactions, never aggressiv but always 
able to sustain his opinions, which were: the result 
Those who were in 


ventional ideas. 


of a severe mental analysis. 
the habit of reading his articles on various subjects, 


which for a long time appeared every week in the 
Newcastle Chronicle, one of the ablest and most 


widely read Liberal journals in England, will be 


able to form a conception of the frankness, honesty, 
and independence of the man, coupled with his 
expansiv intellect. It was in the Chronicle that 
Mr. Proctor’s debate with John Hampton appeared. 
It lasted many weeks. Hampton was a deluded 
crank, but a marvelous mathematician, and firmly 
believed that our earth was flat, and that “de sun 


do move.” 


Touching the coming memorial services to the 


honor of Richard Proctor, I assert emphatically 


that it is an insult to the memory of one of God’s 


noblemen to hav a notorious, canting trickster 
bellow his shallow platitudes over his remains. 
Such an outrage would be enough to make the 
bones of the astronomer rattle in his coffin with 
indignation. 

Let us hope that such an outrage will not be 
perpetrated. There is one man who could and 
should represent with dignity and manly sincerity 
the fitting demands of the occasion, and before the 
splendor of whose eloquence and inspiring thrill 
of emotion men would bow their heads in tender 
sympathy before the tomb of the lamented Richard 
Proctor. That man is Robert Ingersoll. 

Aw ENGLISHMAN. 


New York Notes. 

It was during a discussion with a Christian that 
my friend the bey, who, though a graduate of 
Annapolis, had served in the Turkish army, and was 
an earnest Mohammedan, once remarked: “ You 
laugh at our methods of education, but they are 
precisely like yours. We do not hav so many 
books, but our scholars recite, and the teachers 
hear recitations, and that is all your schools do. 
Education is not a method. It is something be- 
yond that, and our upper classes hav as much as 
yours. If we hav no general system, we do not 
follow an ironclad method, and proclaim, as you do, 
that it is the best in the world. 

« You hav boasted of the good results of Chris- 
tianity. Tell me, what has it accomplished? Dur- 
ing my residence in Constantinople I lived among 


Mr. Proctor was by birth an Englishman, but 


the people as one of them, andI assure you they 
had no need of a ‘Society for the Suppression of 
Vice’ or for ‘Prevention of Cruelty to Animals.’ 
Let me illustrate. 
introduced into that city, many of the dogs, which, 
having always had the streets to themselvs, refused 
to get out of the way quickly enough, and were run 
over by Christian drivers. 
roadsides to die? 
the ignorant, heartless, 
heathen brought out straw for the dumb sufferers 
to lie upon, and placed food and drink within their 
reach. Let the tree be known by its fruits.” 


When the first street cars were 


Were they left by. the 
No, indeed! Instead of that 
and entirely degraded 


« What,” I asked a Catholic friend the other day, 
“is thereal object of Mgr. Satolli’s visit to this coun- 
try? I hav tried to inform myself through the 
newspapers, but each one givs to him a different 


mission. Now, can you tell me the facts ?” 


« You are right,” he responded, “ the papers. hav 
made many misstatements concerning the delegate, 
but the truth of the matter is this: the Catholic 
church in America is, or has been rather, what is 
known as a ‘ missionary church ’—7.¢., it has had no 
supreme prelate or head. The bishops hav held all 
the power, and, being human, often misused it to 
further their own interests. Besides this, they se- 
lected the priests who were to become members of 
their own order, giving them authority over other 
priests who had no voice in these elections. 

‘Again, if a priest were wronged by a bishop, 
there was no appeal, except to Rome, and this in 
many cases was too great an expense for the priest 
to bear. It was to remedy and mitigate these evils 
that Mgr. Satolli was sent here by the pope. As to 
his being stationed at Washington, that has no po- 
litical signification whatsoever. ‘The only reason is 
that the Catholic University, for which Miss Cauld- 
well left $300,000, will be built there, and it was, of 
course, selected as the permanent residence of the 
apostolic delegate.” ; 

This certainly reads very nicely, and sounds very 
plausible, but let me make a suggestion or two. Is 
there not a significance in the “ delegate’s”” putting 
in an appearance during a remarkable season of un- 
rest in the Protestant church, and also during a 
parallel season of dissatisfaction in the Romish 
church? And as to his intended residence at Wash- 
ington, this at once exposes the cloven hoof beyond 
the shadow of a doubt. The tactics of the church 
of Rome are too time-honored and well known to 
be mistaken, and too dangerous to be trifled with. 
All these things culminating during the administra- 
tion of a president singularly favorable to religious 
movements of all kinds are warning straws in the 
wind. 

It has been said, in answer to similar charges, 
that Mgr. Satolli is a most liberal man in his views, 
and his (alleged) decision in the public-schools af- 
fair quoted in substantiation of this argument. It 
is true that he has shown that kind of a disposition, 
and very wisely so. Mgr. Satolli is the representa- 
tiv of the pope, and must necessarily be, above all 
things, a diplomat. And would it be diplomacy to 
put. himself in an unfavorable light with the general 
public of this country in order to please a few fa- 
natics among his followers? 

And, apropos, I should like to usk why, when the 
Homestead rioters wanted arms, they found them in 
the cellar of the parochial school; or what is the ob- 
ject of putting the Sunday-school scholars of a cer- 
tain Catholic church in this city through a military 
drill for one or two hours each Sunday? Pro:ma- 
jorem gloriam Dei? Urnpstey Fraver Minas. 

New York, N. Y., Sept. 18, 1893. : 


Lectures and Meetings. 


COLONEL INGERSOLL’S LECTURE DATES. 
The people along the line of the following towns will, 
during October, be made happy by a visit by Colonel In- 
gersoll, who will speak on the following dates: 


Oct. 8 Louisville, Ky. Oct. 19 Omaha, Neb. 
** 9 Lexington, ‘* ** 20 Council Bluffs, Ia, 
‘10 Paris, sf ** 21 Atchison, Kan. 
“© 11 Cincinnati, O. “ 22 Kansas City, Mo. 


‘12 Richmond, Ind, ** 23 St. Joseph, ** 
‘13 Indianapolis, ‘‘ ‘¢° 25 Lincoln, Neb. 
“15 St. Louis, Mo. “ 27 Sioux City, Ia. 
“16 Springfield, Til. “ 29 Chicago, Ill. 

sé 17 Quincy, “cc 


As previously announced in our columns, John R, 
Charlesworth will commence a tour Eastward. The fol- 
lowing appointments areon his list, and friends along the 
route desiring lectures should address him at once: 

Oct. 15 Cincinnati, O. Nov. 3 Manhattan Liberal 
** 19 Golden Pond, Ky. Olub, New York, 
“ 20 K se ‘* 5 Newark, N. J. 

“ 21 “s ee “ 19 Boston, Mass, 

6é 92 66 s6 


— oe 


Sznp for catalog of our publications. Sent free 


on application. 
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. Doetters of Friends. 


Yes, Canvass! 

Benton Harsor, Micu., Aug..31, 1893. 
Mr. Eprtor: I inclose you twenty-five. 
‘gents for ‘‘Pen Pictures of the World’s 
Fair,” by S. P. Putnam. I hope to be 
able soon to giv you an order for Free- 
thought books: amounting to $10. We 
Liberals are expecting to hav J. E. Rems- 
burg in this city some time next month. If 
you can let me hay a reasonable commis- 
sion on Freethought works I would devote 
considerable. time to canvassing. My 

‘tracts and books are out all the time. 
W.. H. Conzzy. 


Yes, Money Is Very Helpful. 
Arca Braon, CAL., Sept. 4, 1893. 
-.. Mr. Epor: They say money talks, so 
here is $8 that says Freethought must 
move on and surge to the front till down- 
trodden humanity will look up for support, 
not to a mystic power, but to reason.. We 
cannot afford it as a donation, however. 
It has two missions to perform—first, to 
-help our leaders to keep the fiag above the 
cross, and second, to circulate our literat- 
ure. So put me down for Brother Put- 
nam’s “Four Hundred Years of Free- 
thought” and the Truth Seeker Library. 
J. 8. Taussron. 


Five New Subscribers. 
ILwaco, Wass., Sept. 6, 1893. 

Mr. Eptror: I had thought that: we had 
evoluted sufficiently to exchange the 
Christian club of revenge for the mantle 
of charity. 

Not many moons back, we sold and dis- 
tributed eleven Bible Picture-books, and 
great was the howl among the sky-pilots. 
-They said. any man that would distribute 
such. books should be sent to the state’s 
prison, . ; 
` Hence we feel slightly exultant over the 
fact that we send you a club of five names 
for Tas Trora Serxer for one year. 

When we see the attitude of the church, 
from the halls of Congress down to the 
rural district, we think it should ‘‘ nerve 
the heart and steel the sword” of every 
true Liberal. J. A. Leeper. 


Judge nopeinta Good Work. 
Sept. 11, 1893. 
_ Mr. EDITOR: I desire that you will call 
attention with a forcible editorial to the 
central fact that by the dispensation of a 
mysterious providence and the judicial 
grit of Judge Goggin the World’s 
Columbian Exposition is a Sunday show 
pure and simple. To use an expression 
more striking than classic, the Sabbath- 


mongers are completely ‘‘ knocked out.” 


‘Now, let a Sunday be appointed some 
time in October and let it be understood 
that every Liberal who can will attend on 
that day, and if possible let Col. Robt. G: 
Ingersoll be induced to speak on some 
appropriate theme in order that we may 
sufficiently show our appreciation of the 
good. genii who hav adduced this most 
glorious consummation; for it does look 
as though it is a triumph over bigotry, 
intolerance, and theological deviltry that 
never ought to be allowed to pass without 
a supreme effort to acknowledge the good- 
ness of the benign fates in thus giving 
Liberalism this victory over nineteenth 
century fanaticism. B. G. Morrison.. 


The Mexican Colony. 

TOPOLOBAMPO, SINALOA, MEX. 
Aug. 12, 1893. } 
Mr. Epiror: Please publish this for 
the benefit of some of your readers who 
hay been thinking about coming down 
here. I hav been here three years, and 
know whereof I speak. Things hav been 
badly misrepresented here of late in the 
columns of the Credit Foncier paper, 
and many people—perhaps eight or nine 
hundred—hay come here and got dis- 
heartened and gone back; over forty hav 
left during the last six weeks. I wish to 
deny through your paper a few. Credit 
Foncier lies. First. There never has 
been any Credit Foncier Company organ- 


ized ‘in Mexico, not $1 worth of stock- 


has ever been issued to anybody. There 
are no'school advantages whatever. They 
hav no saw-mill nor never had but a few 
hundred feet of poor lumber on the old 
thing they did hav when I first came here. 
They hay never brought one pine log 


down the river yet. 


companies is settled. A. Burrerrierp. 


An 01d Friend Renews Greetings. 
Port Jervis, N. Y., Sept. 3, E.M. 298. 
Mz. Eprror: I am an old admirer and 

reader of your most valuable paper and I 
prize it highly. I am a stranger in this 


place and hav not found any readers of 


Tue TRUTH SEEKER yet, but hope this will 
meet the eyes of some and will be a means 
-of our becoming acquainted. I hav found 
a few Liberal. minded people here, but not 
many. 

The Baptist’s joss-house was burnt here 
September 1st. I was at the fire and saw 
lots of the church-members there, but did 
not see one of them down on his marrow 
bones asking their Joss to save his temple 
from destruction. Oh, no. But they put 
their faith in the fire companies. Mustard 
seed faith is good for nothing in a case 
like that and the Christians know it, too. 

I received a letter from an old friend of 
mine in Binghamton the other day and 
this is what he says in it: 

“I went to church. (Methodist) at 
Lester-Shire Sunday and heard the Rev. 
Mr. Wilbur spout. Suffering Moses, how 
I was edified, especially by a story he told 
of a man who was blind and restored to 
sight by prayer at the Sidney camp- 
meeting years ago. Oh, yes; I was well- 
acquainted with the facts in the case. It 
was a professor in one of our schools up 
there. The prayers of course gave the 
man faith that he should see; so he came 
down here to Binghamton and had Dr. 
McFarland, I think it was, remove a 
cataract from his eye, and behold! the 
obstruction removed, he could see, As 
big a fool as I am I could hav told him 
that it required no particular faith to be- 
lieve that.” 

Thus it is the world over. The lying 
hypocrits will rob science of all its posses- 
sions to build up their own rotten 
religion. 

I receive the paper through a friend of 
mine, as I am too poor to subscribe, but 
hope some day to be able to become a life- 
long subscriber to such a valuable paper 
and to be able to possess some of the 
sterling books published by the same com- 
pany. 

An old Liberal and Freethinker, 
R. M. TUKER. 


The Proposed University. 
KEARNEY, NEB., Sept. 5, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: I am rejoiced to see that 
Mr. S. P. Putnam has seconded my long- 
cherished idea of an Ingersoll or Free- 
thought university, set forth in Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER of July 22d. 

Brother Putnam, with his enthusiasm, 
eloquence, and energy, is just the one to 
inspire Freethinkers to giv money and 
labor for this great and important project. 
If one million Freethinkers of the several 
million in our country would respond as 
has our friend Wittenburg, of New Era, 
Ore., with $5,.or even $1, the Free- 
thought university would be an assured 
fact. Mr. Putnam is right in saying that 
a small beginning should be made. A lo- 
cation and a building, even though small, 
would be evidences of good faith, and in 
time all other things would follow, such 
as an observatory, a library, scientific ap- 
paratus, statues of Freethought’s heroes 
and heroins,.and the other useful and 
beautiful adjuncts. He is also right in 
saying that Freethinkers should imitate 
the Catholics in their persistency and de- 
sire to spread their faith, The writer has 
during her lifetime seen institutions started 
with a log house and a few hundred dol- 
lars, which hav since risen to positions of 
honor and usefulness, and are now recog- 
nized throughout the country. Why can 
we not do as well or better? Shall we 
stand by with helpless hands while Catho- 
lics and Protestants boast what they are 
doing and how their schools are fiourish- 
ing? We should not be ashamed of a 
small beginning. I know of no project 
which holds so much in store for present 
and future as this. It is for the liberty 
and intelligence of posterity that Free- 


There are one hun- 
dred and eighty kickers organized, and 
they are lawing with the, Owenites and 
| Wilberites daily, and everything is in an 
unsettled condition, and let no Freethinker 
think of coming down or investing his 
money until the difficulty between the two 


tempt to preserve. 


may be endowed with a priceless heritage 
of knowledge, culture, and enlarged 
thought. Let the Freethinkers of to-day 
lay the foundation of a temple where 
Reason and Science shall sit enthroned, 
the true Goddesses of. Liberty, in a true 
home, after being the degraded outcasts of 
all past centuries; where Thought shall 
wear no chains; where prison bars and 
fagot’s flames shall not prevent men and 
women from making their ideals the living 
realities of the future. Let this great 
work be started, and ere the golden 
hinges turn and old Father Time swings 
back the doors that shall usher in a new 
century, its rosy light may fall upon the 
grandest achievement of all ages, a Free- 
thought university, as Brother Putnam 
puts it, ‘‘ free from top to bottom.” 
Mrs. Vanessa Marora Gorr. 


The Chinese Muddle. 
New York, N. Y., Sept. 8, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: It seems to me that H. 
Sandberg takes a very narrow view with 
respect to the Chinese. He talks about the 
system under which the Chinese come to 
this country. Who created that system? 
He says the Chinese are owned soul and 
body by the Six Companies. Why not go 
for the Six Companies? Is the slave any 
worse than the slave-holder?: Is the rob- 
bed any worse than the robber? The 
alien bill recently passed by the French 
Chamber of Deputies contains ten times as 
much justice as the Geary law, in that it 
provides that all foreigners shall register, 
making no discrimination in favor of one 
as against another. 

The Chinese hay their faults, but.so hav 
other nationalities. Opium dens are no 
worse than gin shops. 
is to be deplored and condemned whether 
carried on by Chinese or the Europeans. 
The Chinese should no more be ostra- 
cised than the white people of other lands 
who incite to riot and disorder in a foreign 
tongue because we do not adopt their pe- 
culiar notions. 

It is to be hoped that the World’s Con- 
gress will consider the question of estab- 
lishing Freethought societies in the prin- 
cipal cities of the United States, and also 
of suggesting how those already established 
may be endued with increased activity 
and usefulness. There are twenty-eight 
cities in the United States which hav more 
than one hundred thousand inhabitants. 
Cannot something be done toward plant- 
ing a wide awake Freethought society in 
each one of these cities, and suggestions 
offered as to how it can be kept alive and 
growing? Freethought societies scattered 
all over the country would in time exert a 
powerful influence for good if properly 
conducted. Only through them, in my 
opinion, is it possible to maintain a Free- 
thought university or a home for aged 
Freethinkers. To giv them character and 
stability, they should do what the church 
does—marry, educate, minister to the sick, 
and bury its members. Would it not pay 
to employ one or more organizers to es- 
tablish these societies, and hav them make 
regular vists to see they are kept wide- 
awake? Joan ©. Rox. 


The Way the Christians Do It in Chata- 
nooga. 

CHATTANOOGA, TENN., Sept. 10, 1893. 

Mez. Eprror: I note Mr. S. F. Benson’s 
and W. C. Decker’s letters, and S. P. 
Putnam’s reply, in your issue of Septem- 
ber 2d, upon, ‘‘ What Shall the Congress 
Do?” Mr. Benson givs the business pro- 
cesses of the church. A like system pre- 
vails here. Our city is full of churches— 
they control all departments of local gov- 
ernment, control the schools, take posses- 
sion of the minds of all the children; 
the country is full of exhorters and re- 
vivalists; they pound the pulpits until the 
women and the young actually believe 
their teaching. They howl of hell-fire and 
damnation, hypnotize and mesmerize all 
who are uninformed, young, or weak; 
force them to the mourners’ bench, and to 
make public acknowledgment of conver- 
sion, and subscribe to the church. The 
preacher takes the last mite, and hounds 


the people day and night, and at this time | 


thought works, and which we should at- 


Let this great and inspiring work be in- 
augurated at the coming Freethought Con- 
gress, and plans laid whereby posterity 


Traffic in women 


—when there is a great panic and distress 
—they are inducing everybody to fall upon 
their knees and with their backs to the 
country pray unceasingly in utter disre- 
gard of all earthly surroundings, So itis 
that if it is proposed to corrupt the gov- 
ernment or despoil the nation all that- is 
necessary is fo start the pulpit-pounder 
out and the | purpose of despoiling them of 
their senses, property, and liberty is an 
easy task. Our Sunday-schools first, then 
prayer-meeting, then preaching; then 
comes the revivalist, whom all rush_ to 
see, and then to giv their hand, and then 
be like the others, fall down and pray and 
howl to be saved from hell, and then to re- 
turn home to be and remain lunaties- or 
hypocrits for the remainder of their lives. 
Not one in five hundred can escape their 
assaults. I liv in a suburb of Chattanooga, 
in which there was‘no lawyer, no doctor, 
no preacher, no justice of the peace, no 
constable, and no church until recently, 
when the Sunday-school began, and. some 


| stale preaching. For the past month we 


hav passed through the ordeal of a revival. 
They hay cleaned up the place. Myself, 
about two neighbors, and, as I put it, a 
large pine stump only hay withstood them. 


. With such surroundings what can Secu- 


larists do? The young are stolen, mentally 
degraded, and despoiled; not one in a 
hundred can escape them. Thus Free- 
thinkers are driven away from the children 
and youth to the quiet retreat and the 
university, as shown in the reply of Mr. 
Putnam. It seems that reason cannot 
stand before the conspiracy and curse of 
the Christian system. J. W. James, 


The Only Infidel in His Town. 


Irgaoa, N. Y., Sept. 7, 1898. 

Mr. Eprror: As Iam the only genuin 
Infidel in this city, and being a constant 
reader of Tue Trura Srrxer for the last 
two years, I thought I would write a few 
lines to you. I take the paper of a news 
agent. All the Christians hate me for my 
belief; and I can out-argue any theologian 
in the world, and take my text from his 
own book. Now, they say that the Lord 
knows everything, Well, did the Lord 
know when he made Adam and placed him 
in his garden that Satan, whom he had 
created, would come into that garden and 
coax that poor little innocent woman to 
partake of that fruit? Did he know that 
his devil was going in on purpose so that 
he would hay an excuse to throw poor old 
Adam and Eve outof the garden? Was 
not thatafarce? Why did the Lord re- 
pent to think he had made man? Poor, 
foolish old Lord! he did not know what 
he was about, or else his Satan was too 
smart for him. Oh, that old devil!. I hav 
always been sorry he created him. I won- 
der if he knew what he was about when he 
created this Satan, his partner? It takes 
all the priests and preachers over one- 
seventh part of their time to keep that old 
devil down. He got so much the start of 
the Lord that he had to send the Holy 
Ghost down to the Virgin Mary, and she 
had a son, said to be the best man on 
earth, and he lived a life of persecution, 
the same as I do for my belief. At last he 
was taken and crucified for his belief, the 
same as his followers would me if they 
dare; but to think that his father should 
allow, under his own eye, the best son that 


-ever lived to be nailed to a cross,.when he 


asked him, ‘‘ Why hast thou forsaken me?” 
while at one swoop he could hay wiped the 
whole earth out of existence. Show me 
the meanest man in any town that has got 
a pretty bad son, to let a gang of hood- 
lums take his bad son and nail him to:a 
cross alive, and all for something that he 
has created himself, knowing just what it 
would be when he created it. How he must 
hav loved that son. But finally, at last, 
he only died for a few, for the majority die 
without Christianity, and if he has a hell 
to put me in I do not wish to cheat him 
out of his job. The Bible was made by 
priests, and they rule the people with an 
iron rod. They take the children as soon 
as they are out of the cradle and teach 
them to love what the priests do. You 
must-not offend one of them; if you do, he 
will hav his God send you to hell. I-do 
not like Jesus for turning water into wiue 
and treating the crowd. And finally I be- 
lieve the Bible to be a myth, the most: ob- 
scene, lieing book ever published, 
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- If I get able I may start a bookstore— 
all Liberal works. 

I am an old Union soldier, and draw $12 
per month, if Hoke Smith does not cut me 
off; will be seventy-three in January, 
but am as smart physically as a boy. Ihav 
been to the Bath Home, but they fired me 
out because I wasanInfidel; butif they had 
allowed me to talk I would hay converted 
one-half the old soldiers there was there. 
They put up a job on me. I gave a 
corporal an old briar pipe, and he stuck it 
in my pocket, and then went and told the 
officers I stole it, so I left. 

Send me Tae TRUTH SEEKER of August 
42th; I missed it. Wa. L. Marsa. 


The Old-Fashioned Heaven. 
Borrato, N. Y., Sept. 5, 1893. 
Mr. EDITOR: 
The: old-fashioned heaven was up in the 
‘sky, ; 
A place exceedingly small, 
The great white throne nearly covered the 
space, 
And the saints stood close to the wall. 


The golden harps were stowed under the 
throne, 
And the balconies hung over hell, 
And sinners were plunged beneath the 
flood; 
And the saved could hear them yell. 


The howling in hell to justified ears 

Was meat and drink for them all, 
And the smell of toasting souls was sweet 
_ To the saints that stood by the wall. 


THE OLD-FASHIONED HELL. 
How dear to my heart are the scenes of my 
childhood, 
Now that fond recollection paints them 
so well, 
Of the cot and the barn and the deep 
tangled wildwood, 
And the old-fashioned minister that 
taught us of hell, 


With what anguish of mind I remember 

my boyhood, ~ 
As is recalled to my view that old- 

fashioned hell, 

The orthodox hell, the fiery old hell, the 
hell where the driftwood ; 

Of mankind could tumble and fight and 
could yell. 


The hell of my father—how dear to his 
- soul 
Was this old-fashioned hell, this moss- 
covered hell, 
That existed to him in some wild unknown 
hole— 
Where the trembling old sinner was 
- toasted in hell, 


Oh! hell of my childhood, thou Methodist 
hell, 
. As hot as brimstone and blazes Sould 
make it smell— 
Without a drop of water from an old- 
fashioned well, 


And not a moss-covered -bucket existing: 


in hell, 


Did your soul in its anguish climb out of 
the heat, 
Some little devil with a jump and a 
whoop, 
Would trot along with his big olövèn 
feet, 
And thrust your tired soul down into 
the soup. 


Oh! hell of my boyhood, I dream of thee 
` now, 
And horrors on horrors .loom up to my 
view; 
And the old-fashionod dominie with hell 
on his brow 
That preached the more hell to your 
` soulas older he grew. 


The hell that our forefathers defended, 
` The hell that from our grandsires de- 
scended, 
The hell for which all Christians con- 
tended, 
The hell of my youth, thou art well 
recommended. 


The revivals we had were glowing with 
hell, : 

- And sinners and saints came trembling 
with fear; 

The sermons were full and reeking with 
hell, 

And the pious old preacher had the best 

of good cheer. 


The old moss-covered story of saints up in 
glory, 


With sinners and devils wallowing in 
hell, 


‘With heads old and hoary, ghastly, and 


gory, 
Bowed down and weary in that smoking 
old hell. 


This hell was large and wide and deep, 
and devils manned it; 
This hell was placed near heaven where 
-God could scan it; 
This hell was a scoroher, and sinners don’t 
forget it; 
This hell was everlasting—repent and 
pray and dodge it. 


"Twas the hell that with the souls of in- 
fants was crammed; 
"T'was the hell that by the ancient old 
pagans was planned, 
’T was the hell to which. all but the Chris- 
tian was damned, 
And it is now the hell of the Methodists 
all over the land. J. W. DENNIS. 


A Live Paper Whose Editor, Artist, and 
Distributor Should Be Burnt. 


Pirrssureu, Aug. 10, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: On the 3d of December 
last I sent you a check for $10 to renew 
my subscription to THE TRUTH SEEKER 
for one year, which uses up $3 of the 
same, and I then intended to write you 
soon requesting you to. send me some 
Freethought books for the remainder; but 
I neglected to do so, because other mat- 
ters absorbed my time and attention. I 
am an old man, being seventy-six years of 
age, and hav been a Freethinker from my 
youth up; but I never read any Free- 
thought literature until in May of last 
year, when I was sick at the house of a 
friend in Milwaukee, where I first saw a 
few copies of your paper, which I read 
with pleasure; and as soon asI got home 
I subscribed for it for a few months, 


to see what further intellectual fruit it, 


would bear, and, as I was pleased with its 
fruitage, I renewed my subscription, as 
‘stated at the head of this letter. In the 
paper many subjects are rationally and 
scientifically discussed, well reasoned to a 
logical and satisfactory conclusion; hence 
a thoughtful person gains instruction and 
takes pleasure in reading it; and then 
there are Heston’s pictures, a source of 
amusement as well as instruction. Hes- 
ton is a genius in his appreciation of truth 
and error, as well as of the ridiculous, and 
he is endowed with great ability of demon- 
stration. In his pictorial illustrations of 
truth, and his exposures of religious er- 
ror, he sometimes mixes enough of the 
ridiculous to make them laughable as well 
as instructiv; and here is where he stirs 
up the wrath of the clergy, they knowing 
that the great body of church-members 
can stand disputation much better than 
being laughed at, because the horizons of 
most church-members’ intellects are hung 
too low to get a scientific argument under 
them, while they can see, understand, 
and appreciate a picture. Heston suggests 
a truth, a fact, a principle, or the correction 
of an error, and then by a picture demon- 
strates the truth of his suggestion—some- 
times affirmativly, by the exhibit of direct 
and certain proof, and sometimes nega- 
tivly, by showing that an absurdity would 
follow if his suggestion was false. The 
diagrams in Euclid perfectly demonstrate 
to a clear mind the truth of the theorems 
to which they are attached, and so it is 
with Heston’s pictures. But as the fifth 
proposition in the first book of Euclid is 
called Pons-assinorum, because dullardsin 
college hav great difficulty in getting over 
it, so an occasional picture of Heston’s 
might be called an asses’ bridge for Chris- 
tians, because they cannot get over it with- 
out many a halt and stumble. 

Tue TRUTH SEEKER is a live paper; con- 
tains many bright thoughts; therefore as 
soon as I read it I giv out each copy I 
receive to others, in order to spread the 
truth as far as possible; and in doing this I 
am frequently met with the charge of blas- 
phemy and sacrilege, and one old Scotch 
Presbyterian said: ‘* Heston, the Editor 
of THE TRUTH SEEKER, and you, for cir- 
culating such damnable pictures, ought to 
be plunged into hell, 

‘To gnash your gums, to weep and wail 

burnin’ lake, 

where damned devils roar and yell 

. Chain’d to a stake.” 


His use of Holy Willie’s prayer I thought 
was good. 

I commenced Freethought at an early 
age—on my first day in the public school, 
in a backwoods neighborhood. Before 
going to school I had learned to read sen- 
tences composed of short and easy words, 
and had read in ‘‘ Mother Goose’s Mel- 
odies: ” . 

Old Mother Hubbard 
Went to the cupboard 
To get her poor dog a bone, 
But when she came there, 
The cupboard was bare, 
So the poor dog had none. 
And also many other rhymes in said book. 
And I also read in the ‘‘New England 
Primer:” 
In Adam’s fall 
We sinned all, 
and other things therein. Of course, I 
understood that the stories in the former 
were mere fables, but I was instructed 
that everything in the latter was true and 
was to be implicitly believed. 

I was started to school with two books— 
a spelling-book and the New Testament. 
The first contained long columns of words, 
to be studied, spelled, and pronounced 
without knowing their meaning or use; 
and the latter was to be used as a reading- 
book, and concerning which I was in- 
structed by my parents that it was part of 
the holy Bible, God’s holy book, and that 
I should study it diligently, so as to un- 
derstand it and learn to be good, which T 
promised and determined to do. And I 
was also told that the master would help me 
and tell me everything I wanted to know. 
On the first day of school the boys and 
girls were arranged in classes (mixed), and 
composed of those about of the same age, 
and I was placed second in a Testament 
class. Our first lesson was concerning the 
genealogy of Christ, in Matt. i, a subject I 
was totally ignorant of. Iknew no more 
acout the meaning of genealogy than 
I did about the cube root; but I was 
anxious to learn, and wished to aquit my- 
self well on the verses that would fall to 
me to read, the first of which was ‘‘ Abra- 
ham begat Isaac,” etc ; and as I studied 
over the lesson I saw that the word ‘‘be- 
gat” occurred many times, and must 
therefore be important, and I wanted to 
know what it meant. Hence I went with 
my book up to the master, where he sat 
like a king on his throne in one corner of 
the room, and asked him what ‘‘ begat ” 
meant—what Abraham did to Isaac when 
he ‘‘begat” him? The master frowned on 
me awfully, struck me several times with 
a whip, and then told me that that was one 
of the mysteries of the Bible, that it was 
wicked to pry into them, and that Ishould 
read and believe what I read and not ask 
questions, or that I would be burnt for- 
ever with fire and brimstone. Well, then 
and there I took the first step in Free- 
thought, for I could not see what use 
God’s holy book would be to me if: I must 
read and believe it without knowing what 
it meant.’ 

However, I continued to read in the Tes- 
tament class until we had read the book 
through two or three times, and although 
Ihad ceased to ask questions about it, I 
did not escape punishment. On one occa- 
sion, after we had read about feeding five 
thousand men besides women and children 
with five loaves and two fishes, and that 
they were all filled, and there remained of 
fragments twelve baskets full, I whispered 
to the girl next me in the class, saying, 
‘*That would hay been a good place for 
Mother Hubbard’s dog.” She laughed, 
and the master asked her what she was 
laughing at. And I told her slyly to tell 
him, for she and I were the best of friends, 
and I feared he would punish her severely 
to make her tell; and she would hav stood 
great severity before she would hav told 
him if I had not whispered to her to tell. 
Then he punished her for laughing, and 
me severely for making fun of and ridi- 
culing the Testament. Many other trivial 
remarks about stories in the Testament, 
that I did not understand, that seemed 
doubtful, and I could not fully. believe, 
brought me to punishment, but without 
convincing me of their truth or of the jus- 
tice of eternal damnation for unbelief. 
That teacher was a member of the church 
(Presbyterian) in which my grandfather 
was an elder, and, like the other school- 
masters of that time, was a boss tyrant; to 


-I his mind, all pleasures among the children 


were sinful and should be suppressed; his 
desire seemed to be: ‘t Suffer little children 
to come unto me, that I may fiog them . 
with a whip big enough for an ox goad.” 

In thus going through the New Testa-. 
ment in the public school, I became a 
doubter, and lost all respect for my moth- - 
er’s (the Presbyterian) church. But not 
being satisfied, I undertook. to read the 
Old Testament, and I began at Genesis and 
continued on through Malachi; and the 
filthy stuff I found: therein sickened me of 
the Christian’s God and his book. True, 
I found some good therein, but mixed up 
with such a mass of deceptions, crueltiés,. 
absurdities, contradictions, encouraged 
vices, and nastiness, that I rejected: ‘thé 
book. - I could not believe in nor, worship, 
such a God as is described therein. When 
I commenced writing I intended to partic: _ 
ularize to some extent at this point; but I 
find my letter is getting too long to do so; 
hence I will simply remark that the story 
of the king’s daughter saving, adopting, 
and educating Moses impressed me as good 
enough to be true; but admitting it to be- 
true (of which I now hay grave doubts), his — 
career after arriving at manhood suggests 
that it might hav been better for the hu- 
man family if some crocodile in the Nile 
had eaten him, instead of his being saved 
by the princess. Church members say 
they believe the Bible to be the word of 
God, but from my conversations with 
many of them, I am satisfied that not one 
in a thousand has ever read it; their utter 
ignorance of its contents is astonishing; 
they simply utter, without examination, ` 
what they hav heard from the pulpit. 

I hav frequently heard clergymen eulo-: 
gize the Bible, because of its lofty senti- 
ments, majestic imagery, beautiful poetry, 
and grand descriptions; and for these 
reasons urge its use in the public schools, 
but I hav not been able to find that it is 
superior in these respects to many other: 
books. There are some good poems in it, 
and the best and purest of them is the song 
of Moses, after the triumphant passage of. 
the Red Sea. Some other of its poems, 
like Solomon’s songs, are good enough as 
poetry merely, but are as salacious as avy- - 
‘thing to be found in Byron, Virgil, or any 
of the other great poets. And for majesty 
of diction and grandeur of description, I. 
hav not been able to find anything in it 
superior to what is contained in the works 
of Milton, Shakespeare, Coleridge, Byron, 
Virgil, and the blind old man on Chio’s. 
rocky isle. Takeacouple of samples from: 
Byron, to wit: : 

Above me are the Alps, 
The palaces of nature, whose vast walls. | 
Hav pinnacled in clouds their snowy 
scalps, 
And throned eternity in icy halls 
Of cold sublimity, where forms and falls 
The avalanch—the thunderbolt of snow!. 
All that expands the spirit, yet appalls, 
Gather around these summits, as to show 
How earth may pierce to heaven, yet leave 
vain man below. 

And again : 

Thou glorious mirror, where the almighty’s 
form 

Glasses itself in tempests; in all time, 

Calm or convulsed—in breeze, or gale, or 
storm, 

Icing the pole, or in the torrid clime 

Dark-heaving, boundless, endless, 
sublime— 

The image of eternity—the throne 

Of the invisible; even from out thy slime 

The monsters of the deep are made; each 


zone 
Obeys thee; thou goest forth, dread, fath- 
omless, alone. 


and 


Lastly, take Homer’s majestic descrip- 
tion of the nod made by him, 
Who rolls the thunder o’er the vaulted 
skies, 
in confirmation of his answer to the prayer 
of Thetis, whom he thus dismissed : 


Depart in peace, secure thy prayer is 
rped; 

Witness the sacred honors of our head, 

The nod that ratifies the will divine, 

The faithful, fixed, irrevocable sign; 

This seals thy suit, and this fulfills thy 
vows, 

He said, and awful bent his sable brows, 

Shook his ambrosial curls, and gave the 


no 
The stamp of fate and sanction of the god; 
High heaven trembling the dread signal 


took, 
And all Olympus to the center shook. 
Many other samples might be given 
from these and other poets, and also from 
prose writers, but the above are sufficient. 
KBATAIGOS; 
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Children’s Corner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wrxon, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communica- 
tions for this Corner should be sent, 


" Between the dark and the daylight, 
Ge the night Aa beginning to lower, 
mes a panse in the day’s occupations 
That isknown as the Children's Hour.” 


‘A German Fable. 


A famous hen’s my story’s theme, 
Who ne’er was known to tire 
Of laying eggs—but then she’d scream 
So loud o'er every egg ’twould seem 
The house must be on fire. 
A turkey-cock who ruled the walk, 
A wiser bird and older, 
Could bear no more; so off did stalk 
Right to the hen and told her: 
“ Madam, that scream, I apprehend, 
Does nothing to the matter; 
It surely helps the eggs no whit, 
8o lay your eggs and done with it. 
I pray you, madam, as a friend, 
Cease that superfluous clatter; 
You know not how’t goes through my head!” 
“* Humph! very likely,” madam said, 
Then proudly putting forth a leg— 
“ Uneducated barnyard fowl, 
You know no more than any owl 
The noble privilege and praise 
Of authorship in modern days; 
Tl tell you why I do it:] 
First, you perceive, I lay my egg, 
And then—review it.” 
—Exachange. 


A Summer Onting. 


I wonder how many Cornerites enjoy 
horseback riding? No doubt you all do. 
But did any of you ever take occasion to 
ride all day long on a warm summer day? 
If so, you can better understand the ex- 
periences of a friend and myself on one 
of the warmest days of this week; in fact, 
one of the warmest days of the season. 
Horseback riding has always been my 
favorit mode of exercise and pleasure. I 
hay indulged in its pleasures ever since I 
was a ‘‘ wee tiny chap,” and when I get on 
the back of a spirited horse I imagin I am 
as near heaven as I will ever get. I doubt; 
ifthe throne of heaven itself would hav 
the charm for me thata place in a good 
saddle has. 

On Tuesday morning, having secured a 
lay-off for two weeks, I decided to take 
a pleasure trip. The readers of the Cor- 
ner are no doubt aware that archeology 
is a fascinating study with me, and having 
heard that Wyandotte county, Kan., 
afforded a rich field for archeological re- 
search, I advertently made up my mind 
to spend a day or two amid its prehistoric 
treasures. In the afternoon I thoroughly 
equipped myself for the ride. I donned 
a pair of leggins, strapped a satchel full of 
necessities over my shoulder, tied a rub- 
ber and another coat to my saddle, and 
placed my trusty revolver in the scabbard. 
I then mounted my Colorado pony, a 
spirited though docil animal, and after 
bidding the folks good-bye, started off on 
my long journey. I must confess that I 
felt like a true frontiersman, and my un- 
sightly appearance surely warranted it. 
I imagined that as I passed through town 
the people would clear the streets for me, 
and on reaching the country, I feigned I 
could see the farmers surrendering the 
whole road to me, But an incident oc- 
curred on the journey which foiled my 
imagination and which I will relate 
further on. 

After traveling over a very rough road 
for about nine miles I reached Oak Mills, 
my old country post-office, from which 
place I hav addressed many a letter to 
my Corner friends. Here I struck a 
friend, Richard E. King, whom I per- 
suaded to accompany me on the remainder 
of my journey. It was then almost night, 
and so we concluded to resume the jour- 
ney early the next morning. I spent the 
night with my cousin, Will Oliphant, and 
the next morning my friend King met me 
there, and we started out. He had like- 
wise equipped himself for the journey, 
and as he rode up, with a resolute expres- 
sion on his countenance, he remarked, 
“Wel, it is Wyandotte or bust!” My 
friend King is also a lover of antiquities, 
and he has a goodly collection of quaint 
and curious things. He has accompanied 
me onseveral occasions, and I am indebted 
to him for the assistance he has rendered 
me while exploring this section of the 
country for evidences of aboriginal occu- 
paney. 


Just before reaching the old historic 
town of Kickapoo we observed a very com- 
manding point near the roadside, and 
thinking there might be a prehistoric 
mound or aboriginal place of interment on 
its summit, we scaled the steep ascent, but 
our expectations were only squandered. 
We noticed a basin or depression in the 
earth near by, and thought it was where 
some one had opened a mound, but investi- 
gation revealed the fact that it was nothing 
more or less than a modern stone-quarry. 


Upon reaching Kickapoo the first thing 
that met our eager visions was the Kicka- 
poo correspondent of the Leavenworth 
Times, James Malone; and from his ob- 
serving countenance he was evidently look- 
ing for something to write up. We did not 
stop, but simply greeted him with the fa- 
miliar salutation, ‘‘Hello, Jim!” and 
passed on. We did not giv him a chance 
to ask any questions, for we would rather 
hav met the devil than a reporter, anyhow. 

We then traversed the beautiful Salt 
Creek valley, which lies just this side of 
Fort Leavenworth and Leavenworth city. 
This valley is at least a mile wide in some 
places, and there is nota more beautiful 
and picturesque spot in the varied land- 
scape of Kansas. Itis dotted with beauti- 
ful homes and farms, and the soil is noted 
for its productivness. This valley isone of 
the historic spots of Kansas. The first 
white settler of Leavenworth county, Major 
Robert Wilson, settled near the Salt Creek 
bridge in 1844, and established a trading- 
post. The house which he built, the first 
in the county, is still standing. The first 
country school-house in Kansas was built 
in this vicinity. It was a log structure 
about twenty by thirty feet in size. The 
first teacher was V. K. Stanley, who taught 
the school in 1856. Mr. Stanley is still 
living, and is a member of the school- 
board in Wichita. The celebrated Wm. F. 
Cody, everywhere known as ‘‘ Buffalo 
Bill,” lived in this valley for years, and his 
old home, or a portion of it, is still stand- 
ing. It would require a volume to enumer- 
ate all the historical events of this roman- 
tic spot. 

Before leaving the valley we stopped at 
a country store to get a lunch, and while 
there Dick had a fine pair of gloves stolen. 
We spotted the man who committed the 
theft just as he was riding out of sight, and 
we commenced pursuit, but he had gotten 
the start of us, and we failed to catch him. 
We then climbed the Government hill, 
near Fort Leavenworth and made our 
entrance into the city of Leavenworth on 
the bank of the Missouririver. This town 
was once the metropolis of Kansas. Its 
population is now abont twenty thousand. 
We stopped here long enough to fill our 
satchel with provisions to use along the 
road. From Leavenworth to Lansing the 
road is macadamized, and we enjoyed this 
portion of our ride. The state penitentiary 
is located at Lansing, and about half way 
between Lansing and Leavenworth is the 
Soldier’s Home. Some of the most inter- 
esting points in Kansas are to be seen in 
a ride from Atchison to Wyandotte, a dis- 
tance of about forty miles. 


We stopped on a large creek south of 
Lansing, in Wyandotte county, where we 
camped for several hours and partook of a 
hearty lunch, and fed our horses. We 
then resumed our journey, and did not 
stop again until we reached the village of 
Walula. Here we paused and held a con- 
sultation. It was then getting late in the 
evening, and every moment was precious. 
We were much fatigued by our long ride 
through the intense heat, and I had con- 
tracted a severe headache. We decided to 
turn back as far as Lansing and take a 
rest. This we did, and upon reaching this 
place we secured a feed for our horses, 
and while they were eating we laid down 
on the grass, and, with our coats for pil- 
lows, we took a much-needed rest. It was 
after dark, and we were among strangers. 
Therefore, imagin our indignation when 
some boys passed along and remarked, 
**Wonder if they are drunk?” This was 
‘a cutting remark, for we had never before 
been accused of drunkenness. Dick 
looked at me in astonishment, and said, 
‘Wonder if Lansing water makes people 
drunk?” 

We next concluded to finish our journey 
homeward, and rather than ride through 


the intense heat the next day, we decided 


to ride all night and reach home about 
morning. We struck out, although the 
night was very dark, and the road for 
the most part rough and lonesome. 
My head was aching most unmercifully, 
and I was sitting sideways in my sad- 
dle with my head supported on my 
arm, and paying no attention to the sur- 
roundings. I was suddenly startled by 
some one calling to me to ‘‘Look out!” 


and upon looking up I perceived that I. 


had unexpectedly come in contact with a 
cart, in which two ladies were seated. I 
politely excused myself, and swore to them 
that I would never be guilty of the like 
again. Dick, who was a little behind, gave 


them the whole road, and chided me for 
my carelessness. ` 


I stopped at a drug-store in Leavenworth 
and made the clerk prepare something for 


my headache. Aswe passed through town 
that night, everybody stared at us, and we 


imagined that the police were looking at 


us in a suspicious manner, because we 
were suspicious-looking characters. 
we congratulated ourselvs on the fact that 
neither of us had a guilty conscience, if 
our imaginations did run rather high. 


But 


When we reached the Government hill 


it was approaching midnight, and as this 
place is noted for highwaymen, we carried 
our revolvers in our hands, ready for an 
emergency, but fortunately we passed the 
place in safety. At Kickapoo, we went to 
the school-house and were going to stop in 
and take a rest, but the doors were locked, 
and we were foiled again. From Kicka- 
poo to Oak Mills we had to travel a road 
leading through a dark, lonesome hollow, 
next to the river, and which is scarcely 


ever traveled, especially at night. We 
managed to get through all right, how- 
ever, and we reached Oak Mills just be- 
fore daylight. I stayed with Dick until 


daylight, and then repaired to my home 
in Atchison. 
of importance, 
pleasant time, and we are going to ar- 
range for another trip at some future 
date. 


Although we found no relics 
we nevertheless had a 


GEORGE J. REMSBURG. 
Atchison, Kan., Aug. 10, 1893. 


re a 


We received a call the other day from 


Mr. and Mrs. William Thorpe, of Jersey 


City, formerly of Ballston Spa. It wasa 
pleasure to see these loyal friends, and an 


inspiration to listen to them, for they are 
broad-minded, clear-headed, honest Free- 
thinkers, whose colors are nailed to the 


mast-head. -They are parents of a bright 
and interesting family. The daughter 
Satie will be remembered as being instru- 


mental in procuring a cow for R. M. Casey, 


recently deceased, and it is pleasant to 
know that the animal furnished nourish- 
ment to Mr. Casey and his invalid wife, 
and at last was sold to defray the expenses 
of Mrs. Casey’s funeral. ‘‘So shines a 
good deed in this naughty world.” May 
Mr. and Mrs. Thorpe and their happy 
family liv long and prosper ! — Ep. C. O. 


—_—_ 


Correspondence. 


Port Townsznp, Wasan., Aug. 24, 1893. 

Dear Miss Wixon::I saw my sister 
write a letter to the Corner, so I thought 
I would write cne. Iam twelve years old. 
I go to school, and study reading, writing, 
spelling, geography, language, arith- 
metic, and singing. Our teacher’s name 
is Mr. Peck, and he is very strict. 

We hav three pet kittens, the names of 
which are Cæsar, Brutus, and Antony. 
I fear my letter is getting too long, so I 
will close. From your Liberal friend, 

JENNIE IFFLAND. 


CENTRAL Potnt, ORE., May 18, 1893. 

Drar Miss Wrixon: This is my first at- 
tempt to write to the Children’s Corner. 
I am fourteen years old. My home is 
situated in the center of the Rogue river 
valley. ITliv about a mile from a small 
town called Central Point. In this town 
there are two churches—Methodist and 
Baptist. 

There are only two or three Freethink- 
ers around here, but I am numbered with 
the small list. 

My brother has taken Tue TRUTH 
SEEKER about a year, and I like it very 
much. Well, as my letter is getting rather 
lengthy for the first time, I will close. 
Hoping my letter may escape the waste- 
basket, I remain, yours sincerely, 

i Lura BEALL. 

Lovisvitur, Ky., May 18, 1893. 

Drar Miss Wrxon: As I hav not writ- 
ten to the Corner for quite a while, I sup- 
pose you hay forgotten me, There are a 


great many Freethinkers in Louisville, — 


ut most of them are men, and all of my 
girl friends are good Christians. We are 
Freethinkers, and my father takes Taz 
TRUTH ÑEEKER and a great. many more 
Liberal papers. I read your paper all the 
time, and especially the Corner. I read a 
letter a short time ago in the Corner from 
Daisy Suter, of Alexandria, Egypt. ' I 
would like to correspond with her, and if 
you would not mind I would like you to 
send me her address. Iwill send her some 
stamps, and I would like her to send me 
an Egyptian one, as I hav never seen one. 

My father and I'met a Catholic priest 
the other day who had known father for a 
long time. When he found out that I be- 
lieved like father, he told me that I was a 
pagan, and would never get to heaven. I 
go to church sometimes, but not very 
often. Iam not afraid to tell any preacher 
or priest that I am a Freethinker. 

Colonel Ingersoll lectured here a few 
months ago. His lecture was grand. He 
lectured on Shakspere. I am very anxious 
to hear him lecture on religion, and I 
hope he will come to this city soon again. 
We always goto hear him. Father thinks 
is i the greatest orator of the day, and so 

oI. 


I hav read ‘‘ The Story Hour,” ‘‘ Apples 


of Gold,” and ‘‘ Allin a Lifetime.” Iad- 
mire them a great deal. 
I hope to hear from you soon. Good- 


bye. Your Freethinker friend, 
Lois BLIGH CARTER. 


[The above letter, together with that of 


Lulu Beall, became mislaid and has just 


come to light. Better late than never.— 
Ep. C. C.] : 


SUSAN WIXON’S BOOKS, 


A > Ne Saw a 

All in a Lifetime. A Liberal Romance. 
12mo, 300 pp., $1. : 

Apples of Gold. And Other Stories for 
oys and Girls. 12mo, 388 pp., $1.25. 


The Story Hour. An Exceptionally Hand- 
some and Interesting Book, Without Supersti- 
tion, for dren and Youth. The Only Free- 
thinkers’ Children’s, Story-book ever issued. 
tà full-page illustrations and 25 smaller; large 
tvpe, heavy, toned paper, broad margins, illus- 
trated covers; 4to, 2% pp., boards, $1. 


Address. THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


CHOLERA, DIPHTHERIA, Dysentery, 
Piles, Quinsy, Catarrh. The Antidote for $1. 
Agents wanted. Dr. Q.H. MILLER, 2,888 Hicory 
street, St. Louis, Mo., former address 1,441 South 
Twelfth street, Denver, Col. 20428 


MONEY FOUND. 


Brought Into the 
Absolutely Reliable Qov- 
ernment Banks Established in 
the Interest of and Owned 
by the Whole People. 


By HON. THOMAS E. HILL, 


of“ Hill’s Manual of Social and Business Forms,’ 
“The Hill Banking System,” and other 


works of great service to the world. 


va. 


Professor Hill has given several years of care- 
ful study to the elaboration of a system of sound 
money, that may fit immediately into present 
methods of doing rusiness and be easily intro- 
duced and universally adopted. — 

This book is “just in time.” is an absolutely 
original book from the beginning to the end, is a 
good-sized volume in clear type, and is the clear- 
est exposition of money, uses of money, causes of 
money panics and remedies for the same, ever 
published. Orders are rapidly coming in and we 
want yours. Send twenty-five cents for copy. 
Address ‘THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


SHALL THE BIBLE BE READ 
IN OUR PUBLIC SCHOOLS? 
By R. B, Westbrook, A.M. 
Third Thousand, 


Price, 10 cents. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


“With Daughter's Babe Upon 


His Knees.” 


Photograph of, Colonel, Ingersoll, with his 
randchild in his lap, a delicate little souvenir of 
Kinerioa’s greatest orator and Freedom’s greatest 
champion at home, may be had at this office for 
fifty centa. 


` 
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A NEW BOOK. . ee me: 
W BOOK--AND A MOST ORIGINAL ONE. | Just Out.—25 Cents.—Five Copies for $1. 

ey Liberal living in Michigan said once that he would give $25 a 3 


~The Creation of God. 


By DR. JACOB HARTMANN. 

An explanation of the origin of the God Idea, and the mental prox i 
of idols and the worship of them. From the time of Terah’s aponta, Ab han an and 
his banishment for heresy and blasphemy agaiust the Chaideau idols, to Christ’s coming, the princi- 
palcharacters are analyzed and shown to be human, by thought anddeed. It is made plain that the 
pecaliar parascoloey, gant sayin S, subterfuges, miracles, wonder-workings, and supernatural pad- 
3 proper ofi e then existing barbarism, i i ion, 
EETA A TAAT ae aan E rbarism, ignorance, and superstition, constitut- 


CONTENTS IN DETAIL: 


The Universal Aspect. Elimination of Waste Substances, 
ane pent ù if General. 
e Chemical Aspect. y the Lungs. 
the Skin. 
The Sun, By the Riimoys. 


Genesis—The Creation. 
Genesis—The Garden of Eden. 
The Deluge. 

The Scriptural God—The Creation. 


Digestion and Nutrition. 

The Elementary Substances, 

Alcohol and Its Effects on the System. 
The Soul—Whait Is It? 


The Creation of God—Abraham. . , The Mind. 

Moses—Confirmation of the Idea of God. Sin and Salvation. 

Samuel the Kingmaker. - The Ecclesiastical Kindergarten. 

God Save the King. Rational Review. 

Jehovah Takes a Rest. Visions—Bible Dreams—Revelations. 

The End of National Life. The Planetary Gods. 

The Christian Era. Every Man li Own God. a 

i ife— ateways to wiledge. 

Gla pares Seetahls. Tables {won Whence’ They Spring. 
The Master Tissues. The Non Oredo. 
The Muscular Tissues. Rules for Human Conduct. 
The Nervous Tissues. ILLUSTRATIONS. 


Food and Food-Substances. Map of the Intellectual Faculties—The Mind. 


Map of Theological Retrogression. 
Map of the Deluge and Garden of Eden. 


Thirty Chapters—Four Hundred and Thirty-two Pages 
l Large 12mo. 


In Cloth, $1; in Paper, 50 Cents. 


REDUCTION IN PRICEOF A GREAT BOOK 


With the eighth edition a 
Winwood Reade's “ Martyr- 
; dom of Man,” the cost ot 
al production has been tes 

W | sened so that we can reduce 
l ithe price from $1.75 to 


$1.00. 


The book has had a phenomena sae for so heretical a work, second only t ardenery 
~ Men, Women, and Gods,” and we give our readers the pecuniary benefit of ie te telen Q 


“MARTYRDOM. OF MAN” 


Es 8 very interestingly pictured synopsis of universal history, showing what the race has undergone 
—its martyrdom—in its rise to its present plane. Itshows how War and Religion have been oppres- 
sive factors in man’s. struggle for Liberty, and the last chapter, of some 150 pages, describes hig 
intellectual struggle from the animal period of the earth to the present, adding an outline of what 
the author conceives would be a religion of reason and love. The chapters are: 

Alexandria, the 


Ww AR Egypt, Western Asia, the Persians, the Greeks, the Macedonians, 
sPhenicians, Carthage and Rome, Roman Africa, the Arabs. 


RELIGION ogee ze 


of Religion, the Israelites, the Jews, the Prophets, 
med, Description of Africa, the Mohamme a 


6 Christians, Arabia, Mecca, Character of Mo 
dans in Central Africa. 


$ | 
. Ancient Europe, Invasion of the Germans, the Castle, the T ic 
LiB ERT ' Church, Venice, Arab Spain, the Portuguese, Discoverers, the Slave Tris i 


Abolition in Europe, Abolition in America, Materials-of Human History. 
Animal Period of the Earth, Origin of Man, and Earl i 
INTELLEC Summary of Universal History, The Future of the Hunan ite? s 


Religion of Reason and Love. 
Price reduced from $1.75 to $1.00. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette place, New York, 


L. K. Washburn’s Works,|Col- R. G. Ingersoll’s 


Sunday and the Sabbath. “A law regu- ARGUMENT 


lating human conduct on the Sabbath is an im- | IN THE 
Reynolds Blasphemy Trial, 


pertinence.” Price, 10 cents. 
The False Teaching of the Christian 
T At Morristown, N. J. 
This is the greatestargument ever madein a case 


Church. ‘‘The Thirty-nine Articles of 
of this kind, and will be a model for the Bar so 


the. Christian church are thirty-nine poor, 
broken-down opinions.” Price, 10 cents. 

t‘ Think of | long as the Christians use force to repress free 
ers,|8Peech. Its legal acumen is unsurpassed, its elo- 


The Foolishness of Prayer. 
aminister’s praying God_to kill grassho ed, 
i e a| quence never equaled. Wherever Christian per- 
ment should be 


or trying f Ce meee ete i ade dor past yp’; secution is going on this ar, 

ai e 
Price. fo ena pean NAE ERETT freely circulated, read to the Christians, and ex- 
Price, 10 cents. 


Followers of Jesus pounded on every occasion. 
Spiritualism : Is It a Faith or a Fact? 


rice, 5 cents. 


In paper, 25 cents; in cloth, 50 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
Religious Problems. Price, 10 cents. 


Was Jesus Insane? Price, 10 cents. FOR HER DAILY BREAD, 


The eu Schools and the Catholic). . A Nineteenth Century Novel. 
od an aca Preface by R. 6, INGERSOLL, 


] t For Her Daily Bread is the story of two young 
CHEAP EDITION. girls and a younger brother who were left parent. 
e 


s s8, with a little money, fair education, and 
. much courage, to make their way through tre 

rave S In dal world by going to Chicago. The author is also 

e the heroine. The narrative is, in the main, a his- 

tory of a working-girl’s life and experience in the 

By CAPT. ROBERT 0. ADAMS. city of Chicago among bluff business-men, kind- 

Being the story of his mental. journey from 


hearted folks, and disreputable hypocrits. It is 
just such a story of human life as we should ex- 
pect Colonel Ingersoli to be interested in; and 


orthodoxy to Rationalism. whatever he admires and appreciates is sure to 
Price, paper, 25 cents; cloth, 75 cents. n en 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 11c0, 2500n SB: THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


be worth the attention of the rest of the world. | Paine’s “Age of Reason,” it enables somebody in every village to “corner the parson.” 


year to have the Crimes of Preachers recorded, as the frequent lapses 
of virtue of the ministers showed how little value Obristianity 
Poe Hate Just ionad she Fourth Edition of the book doing this 

Ve just issue 8 HO n . 
The additions for this new edition of “the pea 


‘í Crimes of Preachers” 


shows nearly 400 cases of ministerial conduct. While ein 
vious editions show that within a few years abcut hes pro 


1300 MINISTERS HAVE BEEN GUILTY 


of one kind or another of criminal conduct. Most of the crimes 
are against women, for the fair sex are at once the weakness and 


tho; strength of the church—*" the church” me of course the ¥ \ 
Notwithstanding the many additional pages, we have kept the \ D 
confound the church- aaa 


price the same, 25 cents. Sen 


for a Copy, an: 
men. Show them just what sort of scamps are the clergy who hav E 


are S or 
clused the World's Hair on Bunday, bocsnse it is so holy a day that to look upov machinery or 


Address 


‘pain’ 


THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPAN, ” 


BOOKS 


BY 


SALADIN 


{W. STEWART ROSS), 


Editor of the 


` 


LONDON AGNOSTIO JOURNAL.) 


GOD AND HIS BOOK: 

When he had read this book Colonel Ingersoll wrote tothe author: “ You have earned the 
para Of a ZG Fen tn olt a wos thang aaile pk athos andslaquonce. ils ous of 
hum edgehammer vehemence, of scathing i a 
the heaviest fconoclastio broadsides ever fired at the Te owish God and the Bible. 

Cloth, gold letters, $1.25. 


WOMAN: HER GLORY, HER SHAME, AND HER GoD.’ 


The Rev. Archdeacon Farrar said that “ Christianity elevated the woman; it shrouded 
| as with a halo of sacred innocence the tender years of the child.” The object of Saladina work 
| is to show the archdeacon his error,and he has succeeded. An English Writer paid of it: 
! * This certainly is one of the most marvelous books ever issued from the press. e authori- 
| ties cited are unquestionable, and the result is convincing. 

In two volumes, cloth, gilt-lettered, $2.50. 


JANET SMITH: A PROMISCUOUS ESSAY ON WOMAN. 


This is one of the most delightful of Saladin’s books, a dissection of womau, with inci- 
dental tearing apart of man—caustic, sarcastic, yet philosophical withal, aud permeated with 
a tender reverence tor woman and exalted opinion of what she is and should be. merciless 
f satire upon certain of the conventional foibles of the day, full of facts, fancies, truths, rare 
touches of genius, aud bursts of eloquence. Most of the satirical shafts aimed at the woman 

go past her and stick in the mau behind her, and it serves him about right. 
Cloth, uncut edges, gilt top, $1. 


CHRISTIANITY AND THE SLAVE TRADE. 


A condensation of the known facts upon this subject, proving that Christianity did not 
! abolish but aided this infamous traffic in human beings. To which are added such comments 
i as only Baladin can make. In paper, 80 cents. 


THE TRANSITION. 
A consideration of the antagonism of the Bible and science, and of the question whether 


the veiled or allegorical portions of the Christian Bible can be interpreted by modern science. 
In paper, 20 cents. 


ROSES AND RUE. 


i Being Random Notes and Sketches. Some of its subjects are; A Last Interview with a 

! an of Genius; An Essay on Stirpiculture; Asceticism and Superstition; Capit: nishment; 

} overty; Godin the Constitution; Bruno; Gods; Witchcraft, etc. This may be called Sala- 

: din’s own book, for it is poetry in prose, and is one of the books that lovers of strong literature 
like to read again and again. In cloth, gold- and silver-lettered, $1.80. 


LAYS OF ROMANCE. 
f This book reminds one of Sir Walter Scott, being romantic, historio verse, aglow in every 
page with the energy of a true and high poetic genius. 
Cloth, gold-lettered, 75 ents. 
ISAURE and OTHER POEMS. 
The title poem is a st f intense passion, touchingly told. The other twenty, poems 
are fresh, fragrant, thoughtful, and every verse reveals the thinker, observer, and ty poemas 


Every page glows with passion and throbs with life. 
Cloth, gold-lettered, 75 cents. 


A FEARFUL FLOGGING. 


By one who endured it. Based upon a manuscript in the possession of Baladin 
paper, 10 cents. 


THE AGONIES OF HANGING. 


Studies in Psychology., By one who was cut down from the gallows. Printed from manu- 
script in the hands of Saladin. In paper, 10 cents. 


WHIRLWIND SOWN and REAPED. 


A short story of clerical crime and villainy founded on fact. Of this book the Open Ol 
said: “This novel will command the same. or more, interest than Helen Gardener’s story, ‘ 
This Your Son, My Lord?” In paper, 25 cents. 


THE CONFESSIONAL. 


Being an exposure of that infamous religious rite. Contents: Li. ~tiousness of the Pre- 
Reformation Church; Lechery of the Confessional; The Priest in Absc ion; Confessions of 
the Escaped Nun; Extracts from Dens and Liguori; Examination of tn. Church’s Ola: 


have Fostered Learning; Her Atten.pts at Coutinency, even more Ruinous than Her - 


Indulgence; The Relative Criminal Statistics of Catholicism and Protestantism 
paper, 25 cents. 6 
THE TRUTH SEEKER, 38 Lafayette Place. New York. | 


HAND-BOOK 


OF 


FREETH OUGHT. 


By W. S. BELL. 


Containing in condensed and systematized form a 
vast amount of evidence against the superstitious doc- 
D trines of Christianity. As a book of reference and aid 
to all truth seekers it is invaluable. Its classification 
of subjects makes it a hand-book. As Ingersoll said of 
Itg_wide 

Price, 
R. 


variety of subjects include all the disputed points between Christianity and Freethought. 
cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. dress THE TRUTH SEEKE. 
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Good Books for Liberally In- | 800ks by Helen H. Gardener. Gems o f he hought. A nt i q u it y 


clined People. 


The Last Tenet; Imposed upon the Khan o- 
Tomathoz. È udor Genone, author 
of ‘‘ Inquirendo Island.” Copiously illustrated 
with original drawings by Louis Glackens. 
12mo, 165 pages; cloth, $1.25; paper, 50c. 

Inquirendo Island. A novel. By Hudor 
Genone. 12mo, 853 pages; cloth, $1: paper, 
500. “This book is to me a delightful sur- 

rise. In my judgment itisa stronger piece of 

ction than Edward Bellamy’s ‘ Looking Back- 
ward,’ which at times it reminds one of. Itisa 
merciless exposure of Pharisaism and hypoc- 
risy, which is so prevalent in fashionable Chris- 
tianity of to-day. It isa good book, and while 
it will offend many, should be read by all.”— 
[The Arena. 

Lecture on the Bible. By Rev. Charles 
YVoysey, ptor of the Theistic church of Lon- 

on, with a new introduction by Rev. Herbert 

Taft Root. Paper, 37 pages; 20c. 

God in the Constitution, By Arthnr B. 
Bradford. Paper, 18mo, 18 pages; 10c. 

Evolution in its Relations to Evangelical 
Religion. By B. F. Underwood. Paper, 

AMO; 21 pages; 5e. 

The Change of Front of the Universe. 
By Minot J. Savage.. Paper. 31 pages, 10c. 

A Study of Primitive Christianity. By 
Lewis G. Janes. Cloth, octavo, gilt top, uncut 
edges, 319 pages; $1.25. ‘‘ Dr. Janes is evidently 

a thorough scholar, and one cannot fail to be 
-impressed with the care, the honesty, the faith- 
fulness, the impartiality, the love of truth, the 
conservatism exhibited ‘throughout this admi- 
rable volume.”—(Popular Science Monthly. 

What Can Ethics Do For Us? By 
William Mackintire Salter. Paper, 12mo, 32 
pages, 1c. 

Freedom of Thought and of Speech. By 
William Mackintire Salter. Paper, 12mo, 29 


pages, 10c. 

The Morals of Christ. A comparison 
with the contemporaneous systems of Mosaic, 
Pharisaic, and Greco-Roman ethics. By Austin 
‘Bierbower. Paper, 16mo, 200 pages, 50c.; cloth, 

. “Mr. Bierbower has carefully analyzed the 
old-world ethical systems which chiefly con- 
cern the modern civilized world, and in this 
‘book he has so classified the elements revealed 
“by that analysis as to give them a high scien- 
tific value. is book is almost as systematic as 
atreatige upon one of the exact sciences, and 
stands in fine contrast to the rambling, ethical 
discussion of which we hear so much and which 
leads us nowhere.”—[Chicago Daily News. 


Liberty and Life. Seventeen discourses 
on the applications of scientific truth to morals 
and religion. By E.P.Powell. 12mo, 208 pages; 
cloth, $1; paper, 50c. “Strong. even bold, 
essays on ethical and religious subjects. They 
are the work of a man of vigorous intellect, who 
has studied the doctrine of evolution long and 
carefully, and has not found it necessary to 
abandon all his old reverences. The discourses 
arc full of interest to the casual reader by res- 
son of their fund of anecdote and biographical 
citation, and to the seeker for religious and 
moral truth they offer many helps.”—[Literary 


orld. ; 

Evolution and Christianity. A Study. 
By J. C. F. Grumbine. Cloth, square -18mo, 
75 pages, 30c. "Mr. Grumbine’s statements are 
sound and well put. His book ig the fruit of 
wide reading and investigation. It is a helpful 
one, is thoroughly interesting reading, and its 
presentation of the relation between evolution 
aud Christianity includes much valuable 
thought.”—{Buffalo Express. 


Lessons From the World of Matter and 
the World of Man. By Theodore Parker, 
Selected from notes of unpublished sermons by 
Rufus Leighton. 12mo, 430 pages; cloth, $1.253 


“paper, 50c. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


AFU in a Jfutshell. 
: pai 


By ASA AUGER. 


A condensation of the fnudamental arguments 
against Christianity. 


A Very Good Little Missionary Work. 


Address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Hard Knocks 
at Christianity. 


By R. WHEELER. 


This book is just what its title implies—thum 
ing whacks at superstition. It deals with the 
effect of Christianity on the world, showing 

© what Christians have done to advance their relig- 

- ion and impede the progress of man. It shows 
that Jesus was a false prophet, that the gospels 
are not authentic, and that Christianity is a bor- 
rowed system of religion. That the Bible is not 
in accord with Science, that the atonement 
scheme ‘is futile and foolish, and that religion is 
not areal benefit to man. 

Price, 20 cents, six for 81. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


VALUABLE ENGLISH 
PUBLICATION. 


The Student’s Darwin. By Edward B. 
Aveling, D. Sc., Fellow of University College 
London. The purpose of this book is to tell 
something of Darwin’s work to those who have 
neither the time nor the opportunity to investi- 
gateit fully tor themselves. 1. The Naturalist's 

oyage Around the World. 2 Geological 
Works. 38 Botanical Works. 4. Zoological 
Works. _ 5. Works, on Evolution. With a 
copious index. Price, $2. 


. “INFIDELS AND CHARITY.” 


A Leaflet showing that the oft-repeated Chris- 

tian ‘statement that Infidels do not contribute 

> to nor found charities is a falsehood. Itought to 

be widely circulated to meet the calumny. Price, 

: ‘5 cents; 50 cents a dozen. Address THE TRUTH 
SEEKER, 23 Lafayette place, New York. 


Price, 15 cents, 


New Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 


Men, Women and Gods, 


Introduction by 


ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 


Price, cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 
Tre Trade Supplied at Special Discounts. 


IS THIS YOUR SON, MY LORD? 


4 Fascinating Story of Radical Truths on 
Religion and Social Matters. 
Price, cloth. $1; paper, 50 cents. 


PRAY YOU, SIR, WHOSE | 
DAUGHTER? 


A NEW NOVEL. 
Price, cloth, $1. l 


Pushed by Unseen Hands, 


SHORT STORIES. 


Price, cloth $1. l Paper, 59 cents. 


A Thoughtless Yes. 


CONTENTS: 


A Splendid Judge of a Woman —The Lady of the 
Ciub—Under Protest —For the Prosecution—A 
Rusty Livk in the Chain—The Boler House 
Mystery- The Time-Lock of Our An- 

. castors — Florence Campbell’s 
Fate—My Patient’s Fate. 


Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette place. New York. 


Force and Matter; 


a) 
Srineiples of the Natura! Order of the Uni- 
verse, with a System of Moraliy 
Based Thereon. 


By Proressor LUDWIG BUCHNER, M.D. 


Paper, 50 cents. 


VYÄTENTS 3 
foroo and Matter, The Fitness of Things in 
immortality of Matter, _ Nature (Teleology), 
Immortality of Fores, an, 
tnfinity of Matter, Brain and Mind, 
Value of Matter, Thought, 
Motion, Conselousness, 


orm, |. Seat of the Soul, 
fromutability of Natural Innate Ideas 
aws, e Idea of God, 
Ouiversality of Natural Personal Continuance, 
AWS, Vital Force, 
The Heavens, _ The Soul of Brutes 
Periods of the Creation Fres Will, 
of the Earth, , Morality, 
Original Generation, Concluding Observa- 
Secular Generation, tions. 


Prica, $1.59. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 


LITTLE LESSONS FOR 


LITTLE FOLKS. 


By MRS. E. D. SLENKER. 
Boards, o - é > 


10 canta. 


THE ELIMINATOR; 
Skeleton Keys to Sacerdotal Secrets. 


“Write me no more fables, lest I be a Jool and 
read the riddles awry.” 


By R. B. Westbrook, D.D., LL.B. 


Contents: The Whole Truth; Sacerdotalism 
Impeached; The Fabulous Claims of Judaism; 
Moses and the Pentateuch; Ancient Symbolism 
and Modern Literalism; Astral Keys to Bible 
Stories; The Fable of the Fall; Search for the 
“ Last Adam;” What Is Known of the New Testa- 
ment; The Drama of the Gospels; The Ideal 
Christ; Jesus_and Other Christs; A Reverent 
Critique ou Jesus; A Few Fragments; Blood 
Balaton The Things That Remain. 


Price, cloth, $1.50. Fort sale at this office, 


Do not unto others that which you would 
not they should do unto you; you will 
conquer anger if you behave yourself to- 
ward offenders as you would hav others 
behave themselvs toward you when you 
transgress.— Socrates. 


To obtain the remission of his sins a 
Christian should feel a hearty sorrow for 
actions he possibly took great pleasure in 
committing. An act of contrition suffices 
to make one’s peace with God, which is 
very convenient for Christians who, in 
spite of their contrition, hav no intention 
of mending their ways.— Voltaire. 


No one, who values facts and is ac- 


‘quainted with the method of scientific in- 


duction, can hav the least doubt that the 
conception of a special organic force, which 
produces phenomena of life independently 
and apart from the universal laws of nat- 
ure, must be banished from the province of 
life and science; that nature with its mat- 
ter and force is in one single indivisible 
whole, without limits or exceptions; again, 
that the hard and fast line of division, 
which some hav sought to draw between 
organic and inorganic, can only be a 
forced one, and that a difference between 
the two exists only in the outward form 
and in the grouping of the material atoms, 
but by no means in the intrinsic character. 
—Bichner. 


Heretics escaped the fury of the fiends 
who loved their enemies, and died nat- 
urally in their beds. It would not do for 
the church to admit that they died peace- 
fully. That would show that religion was 
not essential at the last moment. Super- 
stition gets its power from the terror of 
death. It would not do to hav the com- 
mon people understand thata man could 
deny the Bibly—refuse to kiss the cross— 
contend that humanity was greater than 
Christ, and then die as sweetly as Torque- 
mada did, after pouring molten lead into 
the ears of an honest man; or as calmly as 
Calvin after he had burnt Servetus; or as 
peacefully as King David after advising 
with his last breath one son to assassinate 
another.—Jngersoll. 


As diverse as are the systems of the stoics 
and Lord Bacon, I hav never, until re- 
cently decided as to their respectiv merits. 
Certainly, Jesus taught stoicism by say- 
ing, ‘‘ Take no thought for the morrow;’ 
but Paul agreed with Bacon that men 
should be ‘‘diligent in business.” The 
first system taught uncomplaining and 
willing submission to the disadvantages of 
our surroundings, while the latter taught 
that we must subdue these into subserv- 
iency to our purposes. Iam now satisfied 
that, asin all issues, there is the ‘‘happy 
medium ” long ago expressed in the senti- 
ment, in medio tutissimus ibis, and that 
the solution requires that the question 
should be taken by both horns, and that 
men should subdue their adverse sur- 
roundings when they can, as Bacon taught, 
and submit to them complacently when 
they cannot subdue them, as the stoics 
taught.— Charles C. Moore, 


THE JUPITER OLYMPUS AT ELIS. 


Where is the Jove of Elis, 
Which sate adored of old, 
By matchless Phidias carven 
Of ivory and gold? 
From its large brow effusion 
Of tranquil thoughts was poured 
On warrior, bard, and statesman, 
Who silently adored. 


Thus throned on high Olympus 
The Thunderer Homer saw, 
When from his eyes the Muses 
The mortal veil did draw. 
The mighty poet’s vision 
The mighty sculptor caught, 
And there it sate for ages 
Chryselephantine-wrought, 


Thus grasped the bolt of terror 
The right hand of the god, 
Thus rolled the locks ambrosial 

To ratify his nod; 
Thus perched upon his scepter, 
With ample pinions furled, 
His regal bird, the eagle, 
Gazed o’er the nether world. 


Nine hundred years the Grecian 
Unto it homage paid, 

And e’en the victor Roman 
Knelt awe-struck in its shade; 

At length fanatic fury 
Dethroned the idol vast 

And in the smelting furnace 
Its rich proportions cast. 


The eagle-shaded forehead 
Of Zeus no more prevailed; 
And in his fallen temples 
The smoke of incense failed. 
Was lifted o’er the nations 
The thorn-encircled brow, 
And to the cult of Sorrow, 
They’re loyal even now. 


Unveiled. 
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Anctent Voices 
from the Sptrit 
-Realm disclose the 
most Startling Rev- 
elattons. 


Proving Christianity 
to he of 
Heathen Origin. 


[ILLUSTRATED.] 
Price, - - - - $1.50. 
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Be Thyself. 10c. 
Christianity No Finality. Spiritualism 
Superior. 10c. 


Common-Sense Thoughts on the Bible. 
10c. ; 

Deluge in the Light of Modern Science. 
10c. , 


Garrison in Heaven, A Dream. 10c. 
Geologist and Radical. By J. H. Powell. 
C. 


Geology. Past and Future of our Planet. 
1.50. 


God Proposed for Our National Constitn- 
on, 10c. i 

Irreconcilable Records. Genesis and 
Geology. Paper, 25c.; cloth, 40c. 

Is Darwin Right? Origin of Man. $1. 

Is Spiritualism True? 10c. 

Man’s True Saviors. 10c. i 

OrthoCoxy False, Since Spiritualism is 
True. 10c. - 


Pocasset Tragedy. Legitimate Fruit of 
Christianity. 10c. 


Radical Disconrses on Religious Subjects. 


$1.25. 
Radical Rhymes. With Author’s Por- 


trait. $1.25. 
Sermon from Shakspere’s Text. 10c. 
Soul of Things. Psychometric Re- 


searches, etc. 8vols. (Vol. [by Wm. and Eliz. 
M. F. Denton.) Per vol., $1.50. 


What Is Right? 10c. 


What Was He? Jesus in 19th Centur 
Light. Paper, $1; cloth, $1.25. 


Who are Christians? 10c. 
` Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Self-Contradictions of the Bible 
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Moral, Theological, Historical, and Speculative 
Propositions. 
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18 cents, 
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AN OUTLINE OF THE 


FRENCH REVOLUTION, 


Its Causes and Results. 
By W. S BELL, Paper, 12mo, 25 cts. 


Paine Vindicated 
Reply to New York ?oserver. 
By R. G. INGERSOLL. 
With “A ROMAN CATHOLIC CANARD.” 
Price, 15 cents. 


Holy Bible Abridged. 


The passages unfit for family reading. 
Paper, 30 cents; cloth, 50 cents. 


RELIGION NOT HISTORY. 


Examination of the Morals and History 
of the New Testament. 
By PROF. F. W, NEWMAN, Price % sents. a 
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Thomas Paine’s Works. 


t 


Age of Reason. Pap., %50., 
Age of Reason and Examina- 
on soe genes Prophecies. 
ious Libe ife.) By 
x dha eae a Gey D B 
Common” Sense. Written in 
1776. - 

‘Written During Am. 
Revolution. Pap., 40c.; Clo., 75c. 
reat Works. 8vo. 800 
ites ace moroccs. 

Life of. By J. E. Remsburg. 
Life of. With Remarks on 
Comte and Rousseau. By O. 
ortrait, 60c. 
Life of. With Explanatory 
t 
Lithograph of. Heavy plate 
paper, 22 
former. | By B. F. Under- 
Political” Works: ‘Common 
$1. 
Rights of Man. Answer tc 
Burke's Attack on French Revo. 
Testimonials to His Merits. 
Compiled by J. N. Moreau. 10c, 
Reason,” “ Examination of Propk- 
ecies,” etc., with Life of Pairs 
Vindication of. ‘Reply to N. Ý. 
Observer. By R. G. Ingersoll. 10c 


6 copies for $1; clo., 50e. 
A posile < of “Political and Re 
-$ Clo., 75c. 
Crisis. 
PP.» 
clo., $3; Teather, $4; 
Port. Pap. 
Blanchard. Pap., 40c.; clo., with 
Observations. By G. Vale. Por- 
Political and Religious Re» 
Crisis,’ “Rights of 
lution. Pap., 40c.; clo., 7 
Theological Works: ‘‘Age of 
and steel port. $1.50. 
Ada@ress The Truth Seeker Company 
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FREETIHINKERS PICTORIAL TEXT-BOOK, 


~ SHOWING 


THE ABSURDITY AND UNTHUTHFUL’ 
NESS OF THE OHUROH’S CLAIM 
TO BE A DIVINE AND BENEFi~ 
OENT INSTITUTION, AND REE 
VEALING THE ABUSES 
OF A UNION OF 
OHUROH AND 


STATE. 
18 5 Full~Page 
Illustrations. 
WITH COPIOUS CITATIONS © 


FACTS, 
HISTORY, 
STATISTICS, 


OPINIONS or SCHOL 
ARS 


TO MAINTAIN THE ARGUMENT OE 
THE ARTIST. 
DESIGNS BY WATSON HEST O25: 


WITH PORTRAIT OF 
THE DESIGNER. 


The illustrations are classified as follows: 


represent Unole Sam and the Priests. 2 represent Samples of Christianity’s Work, 
The Church Robbing the People. Missionaries. ys 
ete Be Boonies aaa Bt: nse 
ao ba AWB - ible Doctrine: tS} 
Children and the Church. a S woe 


Studies in Natural History. 
The Bible and Science. 
eoor y and Their Flocks. 


= Church’s Idea of Civilization. 
The Uses of the Cross. 
a Unkind Reflections on the Churek. 


Dong eana eaat. $ Sadata fe 
: 
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Piety ur Penitenti ss Persecutions of the Church. 
The Y tonement Echeme. ` s Bome ‘Allegories. re iss 
The Lord and His Works s Heaven. 
The Creeds. u Mise Haneous 

@ Cr ellaneous. 
Ohristians and Mohammedans. } 


A most extraordinary publication. We venture the assertion that ay nothin like it has ever be. 
fore re appeared in this country, and it is very doubtful if another one lik t will ever again be mb: 
shed. We must give the Truth Seeker Company t the eredi dit of t po utting fue book in the reach o; 
-At twice the price it would have been a u cheap book. Artist Heston as a portrait-painter and de 
signer is a wonderful success, and we jud ge from our own feelings that nearly every Liveral in 
America will desire a copy of this most wonderful volume.—[Freethinkers’ Magazine. 


Mr. Heston donorvos to be called the artist-hero of Liberalism. He has dedicated his genius to 

$ motne and has done faithful and noble work for the cause of right and truth. But the pict- 

ures do not make up the whole of this volume. There are nearly two hundred pages of reading 

. matter . that serve first as explanations ọf the illustrations, and secondly as texts ‘ove Re, utter 

“ality of the church’s professions and the hypocrisy of those, who uphold them. ° Ritoge r the 

ok is one of the best weapons A Christianity and the church that has aver been put in the 
ds of Freethinkers.—{Boston Investigator. 


Price, board covers, $2; cloth, $2.50. 
1 Address Kho Truth Seeker 


FILE BINDERS. 


Those who preserve the volumes of Tos TRUTH 
SEEKER need a File Binder, which we will send on 
receipt of one dollar. 


POPES AND THEIR DOINGS 


ACCOUNT oF 
Viears of Christ and Vieegerents of God. 


Paper, §0.cents; cloth, % conts. 


INFIDEL] = 
DEATH- S. TN 
BEDS. š 


0 


Being true accounts of the passing away of the 
followin persons, thus refuting the many Chris- 
tian slanders upon shen and others: 

Lord Amberley, John Baskerville, Pierre Bayle, 
Jeremy Bentham, Paul Bert, Lord Bolingbroke, 
Francois Broussais, Giordano Bruno, Henry 
Thomas Buckle, Lord Byron, Richard Carlisle, 
William Kingdon ord, Anacharsis Olootz, An- 
thony Collins, Auguste Comte, Condorcet, Ro bert 
Cooper, D’Alembert. Danton, Charles D: 
Erasmus Darwin, Del ambre, Denis Diderot, 
Etienne] Dolet, Geor rge Eli hoti Frederick the Great, 
Gambetta, Garibal Gendre, Gi bon, 
Godwin, Goethe, Groto, È Helvetina, Henry 
erington, Hobbes, Austin Holyoake, Victor Hago, 
Hume, Littra Rn ch Martineau, Jean 
James Stuart Mill, Mirabeau, Kob por 
Owen Thomas Paine, Qo andt Palmer, Rabe- 
lais, Winwood Reade, Madame hal and, George 
Sand, pole, Shelley, voltiro, Strauss, John 

Vanini V taire, James Watson, 
in Wate Iston. 
‘Address 
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A SHORT 


HISTORY OF THE BIBLE, 


BEING 


A Popular Account of the Formation and Development 
of the Canon, 


By BRONSON D. KEELER. 


Thonn 
oon ro ta TBS 


CONTENTS: The Hebrew Canon. The New Tes- 
tament. The Early Controversies. The Books at 


First Not Considered Inspired. Were the Fathers 
Gompetent? The fathers noted ae Scripture 
Books Which are Now O. Apocryphal. The 


Heretics. The Christian anon. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


SCIENCE VS, RELIGION, 


OB, THE 
Conflict hetween Reason and Superstition, 
By T, C. WIDDICOMBE, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


Price, 10 cents. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


IRON-CLAD AND MANNA SERIES. 


IRON-CLAD SERIES. 


1 Atonement. Charles Bradlangh............. 5 
2 Secular Responsibil ity., G. J. Holyoake.. 
4 Infinence of Christianity on Oivilizatior. 
DOr WOOd........ssccsessensnsssnccceeetes 
7 Buddhist Nihilism. Prof. Max Mueller..... 
8 Religion of Inhumanity. F. Harrison...... 
9 Relation of Witchcraft to Religion. Lyall.. 
10 Epidemic Delusions. Marvin................ io 
11 Philọso hy of Spiritualism. Marvin........ 5o 
12 Tyndal elfast Inaugural, and Portrait.. 
13 Essays on Miracles. David Hume........... i0 
14 Land uestion. Charles Bradlaugh .. 
15 Were Adam and Eve Our First Par 
Charles Bradlaugh..................005 
16 Why Do Men RA Charles pradiaugl 
18 A Plea for Atheism. Charles Bradlau, "i 
19 Large or Small Families? A. Hol oake ane 
20 Superstition, Displayed, with a Letter of 
illiam Pitt. Austin Holyoake.......... 5 
21 Detense, of Secular Principles. C., Watts.... 5 
22 Is the Bible Reliable? Charles Watts....... 5 
23 The Christian Deity. Charles Watts........ 5 
24 Moral Value of the Bible. Charles Watts... 5 
25 Freethought and Mod. Progress. Watts. 5 
26 Christianity: Its Nature and Influence on 
Civilization. Charles Watts. 5 
5 
5 
5 


28 Thoughts on Atheism. Austin Holyoake.. 

29 Is there a Moral Governor of the Universe? 
Austin Holyoake.. 

80 Philosophy of Secularism, Charles Watts.. 

38 Is There a God? Charles Bradlaugh 

89 Labor’s Prayer. Oharles Bradlaugh.. 

40 Poverty: Its Cause and Cure. M.G.H..... 

42 Science and Bible Antagonistic. 0. Waitai! 

43 Christian Scheme of Redemption, C. Watts a 

44 Logic of Death: or, Why Should the Atheist | 

ear to Die? By G. J. Holyoake . 

47 Poverty: Its Effects on the Political Condi: 

tion of the People. Charles Bradlangh.. 5 


MANNA SERIES. 


1 Original Manna for “ God’s Chosen.” 
8 New Life of David. Charles radlaug 
5 209 Questions Without Answers 
6 Dialogue_between a Christian ‘Missionary 

an hinese Mandarin... eesres esere 10 
7 Queries Submitted to the Bench of Bishops 


by a Weak but Zealous Christian. 10 

8 Search. After Heaven and Hell. A. ` Hoiy- 
E OT TE EE ARA AT 5 
9 New’ Lite of Jonah. Chas. Bradlaugh.. chants 5 


11 New Tife of Jacob 
12 Daniel, the Dreamer. Austin Hol Kalyo Tana 
13 Specimen of the Bible: Esther. glyoske. 1 
14 Acts of the Apostles: A Farce. . 10 


15 Ludicrous Aspects of Christianity. aie H... 10 
1 Twelye Apostles. Charles Bradlaugh. 5 
Who Was Jesus Christ? C. Bradlaugh 5 

is What Did Jesus Teach? C. Bradlaugh. 5 


Fri New Life of Abraham. Charles Bradlaugh. 5 
20 New Life of Moses. Charles Bradlaugh..... 5 
21 A Secular Prayer. Holyoake. Per duz..... 


On orders for Iron-Clad and Manna we will send 
$1.10 worth for $1; $2.50 worth for $2; $5 worth 
for $3, and $10 worth for $5. 
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eye AMERICAN sa lever MOVEMENT, 
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ute; No key required to wind 
sot; weight 402. yexactly ihe: out; 3 Postpaid for $1.60, 
8 for $4.00, 12 for $15.00. byexpress. Mention paper 
and we will Include handsome gold plated CHAIN & 
CHARM. AGENTS & Storek ra cond for TERMB. 


Catalogue of 1000 new aries FREE a 
ROBERT H. INGERSOLL É BRO., © 
65 CORTLANDT 8T., NEW YORK CITY, 


|The Freethinker's Badve-pin 


AND 
THE TRUTH SEEKER 
i ONE YEAR, 
j Will bẹ sent for $4.50. The 
Pin and 


2.75 and Tae TRUTH 
EEKER one year for $5. 


Ingersoll Souvenit Spoon 


THE TRUTH SEEKER 


ONE YEAR, 


Will be sent for 4.75. Sugar Spoons and TRUTA 
SEEKER, $5. er kind (Tea or Sugar) Spoon 
gilt bowl, eae ee 

‘Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Christianity a Fiction. 


By DR. J. H. DENALI 


Astronomical ‘and Astrologic- 
al Origin of all Religions. 


Explanatory notes compiled and arranged b 
the late Jonathan M. Roberts. Price, 50 cents. 7 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


BIBLE MORALS. 


Twenty Crimes and Vices 
Sanctioned by Scripture. 
By J. E. Remepone. Price, 95 cents; 


NTS Terms Easy. 


Pi five years’ experionce. Examinations and Ro. 
ports free, Prompt attention, Send Drawing and de 
Seription to T, Ragarnr & On. Atty’s. Washington. Ds’ 


QBTAINED, 


THE 


«Otto Wettstein” WATCH. 


Perfected, new model, 16 jewels, full adjusted 
to heat, cold, and position. beautiful doublesunk 
dial, and all "modern improvements; guaranteed 
a perfect timer. Price, in silverine dust-proof 
cases, $17; 4-ounce coin silver, $25, In best filled 
gold a tires ee dust-proof, #26; hinged 
case, $28 to $30; hunting, $80 to #85; 14 carat, 
solid gold, $45 to $150. Nickel works, $2 more. 

ular Grade American Watches.— 
silver ne case, 7. jewels, $6; 11 jewels, $7.50; 15 
jewels, $9; ditto, adj adjusted, a 1; ditto, 17 jewels, 
$1 n finer cases, add as above. 

Ladies’ ? Americam Gold Watches.—All 
latest styles. in plush cases; best filled, 7 jewels 
et 11 jewels, $15.60; 15 jewels, #20; 14 carat solid 
gol d, $10 more. Heavier, more elaborate, and 

iamond-set cases, from $5 to $100 more. 

an watches sent with written guarantee, kept 

and rotu 1 year, and after that time cleaned for $1 

returned free. 

Sundries. - Lower grade nickel watches, $5. 
$4, and $8. Best spectacles, $1; best razor, $2; 
best triple-plated teaspoons, $1. 80; table spoons, 
$3.40; knives, $1.75; forks, $1.75; all for sets of 6. 
Solid silver spoons, $1.85 per ounce; solid silver 
souvenir rpoons, $1, $1.:5, $1.50, $ 

The Colonel ingersoll.‘Tea,$2.50 50; orange, 


$2.75; sugar, $8; gilt bowls, 50 cents more. 
Etched (teas only): 
The Time to be Happy is Now,” 


50 cents extra. 

The 'forch of Reason Badge, solid gold, 
enameled in 5 colors, small pins, $2, 
$3.50. With diamonds, 85, $8. Large, $3, ae $5, 
$15. Charms, $3. $4, $5. $6, $7.50, 8'0, $15, $20, 880. 

Diamonds. 20 per cent, below market price. 
Send for price lists, cards in colors and gold of 
badge, tracts, etc., tree. Ail goods prepaid (ex- 
cept knives and forks) and cash refunded at op- 
Watch cle: raed ge an? returned free. 

TTO WETTSTEIN. Rochelle, Ill. 

P.8.—The ‘ Troan Souvenir aan tree with 
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every $20 order. 5 with $100 order. 
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YHE NOTED SPECIALIST, 
For Men Only, 


Is a physician of a wide and extensive practice, 
end. his remedies are, of the best. The Doctor 
treats all those peculiar diseases of yo ung -and 
middle-aged men, as the result of yonthful-errors 
and excesses causing Early Decay, Loss of Man- 
hood, Wasting. Discharges, Varicocele, Mental 
ang oo Debility, Idiocy, Insanity, and 


To EA afflicted and who are desirous of being 
cured a bonx!e$ of some 33 pages will be sent to 
their adress for ten cents, sealed in a plain 
envelope, | giving auses and E mptoms of the 
Complaint and a description of the Doctor’s im- 
portant medical discovery ->a Outward Applica- 
tion—s positive cure—the only remedy of the 
kind in existence—with evidences of AT 

ress, DR. R. P. FELLOWS, 
Vinel: en N.S. 
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Ps ZEKE HAS A QUEER APPETITE. 


Moreover he said unto me, Son of man, eat that thou findest; eat this roll, and go speak unto the house of 


l Israel. 


So I opened my mouth, and he caused me to est that roll.—Ezek. iii, 1, 2 


THE RESURRECTION OF JESUS. 


AN AGNOSTIO’S VIEW. 


l __Conrents: The Christian Dogma of Salvation; The Christian’s Belief; Why Was 


the Resurrection a Secret Affair? The Age of a Story Does Not Prove Its Truth; 


Pilate’s Attempt to Save the Life of Jesus; Christ Before Herod; A New Indictment 
Against Jesus; Were the Guards Hired by she Priests? Pilate’s Motive for Secreting 
the Bod. ; Matthew's Account of the Resurrection ; Why the Angel Sat on the Stone; 
Mary’s Visit; Angels; Renan’s Theory; The Disciples Were Deceived; The Identifica- 
tion: The Ascension; Why Did Jesus Disappear? Other Strange Phenomena; The 
Chief Priests Did Not Believe in Resurrection; What Became of the Roman Guards? 


The Origin of the Story; St. Pauls Account: St. Pauls Conversion; A Modern 


Example; The Roman Governors and the Resurrection Story; The Testimony of 


Contemporaneous Writers; Miracle-Workers; Is the Resurrection Well Attested? 


Inspiration; Conclusion. 


Price, cloth, 75 cents; paper, 40 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York City. 


IMPORTANT 


To AJ] Men and Women Who Are Total Abstainers From Use of Liquors, Also 
to Members of the 


TOTAL ABSTINENCE LPR INSURANCE ASSOCN 


OF AMERICA. 


Vou believe in insurance for Temperance people in a strictly Temperance Company. 

You want a straitforward life policy at rates as low as possible commensurate with safety. 
You DO NO'T want a ten-year term policy, which either leaves you without protection at 
the end of ten years, or compels you to re-insure at the advanced-age rate. 


You are therefore invited to transfer your policy to or insure 1n 


The American Temperance Life Insurance Association, 
187 BROADWAY, NEW YORK. 


This is not only the pioneer organization of its kind, but has just absorbed into its business 
THE ENTIRE MEMBERSHIP OF THE GOOD TEMPLARS’? MUTUAL BENEFIT 
ASSOCIATION, thus doubling the strength of The American Temperance Life Insurance Com- 
pany, both in membership:and in business. 

_ 8 Members of the Total Abstinence asis, 
application, and without a medical re-examination. The Membership Fee, which is usually charged 
upon entering, Wi aiso be remitted, so that your insurance is 


ABSOLUTELY WITHOUT COST FOR 30 DAYS. 


This is the only regular Life Insurance Company in the country insuring only tota: abstainers. 
It is now absorbing the membership of temperance orders, and proposes to continue until it is the 
strongest temperance organization in the world. at 

This Association insures persons whose ages are forty-five and upward at a fair increase over 
the cost of younger members, instead of excessive rates charged by old-=line companies. 

For transfer blanks or applications and other information, address, at once, 


American Temperance Life Insurance Association, 


187 Broadway, New York. 
FRAND DELANO, Pres. GEO. E. GODWARD, Sec. 
Be sure to say that you saw this advertisement in THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


ls Controversy Dangerous? 


_ By W. F. JAMIESON. 


This little book goes down to the very bed- 
rock of human liberty. 


Price, =- - x 
Address 


Company will be accepted on the basis of their original 


THOMAS PAINE; 
WAS HE JUNIUS? 


By W. H. BURR. 


Second edition, enlarged to 82 pages; with the 
hest engraved likeness of Paine. Price, 10 cents. 
{Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


25 cents. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


THE SABBATH 
By M, FARRINGTON, 
4 Thorough Examination and Rej 
‘station of the Claims of the 
Sabbatarians. 
Price. - 


The most bewildering illusion dis- 
covered in this century! A very strong 
purse of the finest dressed Kid strongly 
sewed. and beautifully embroidered. 
(Regulargoods ot equal quality sel? for 
: 60c. to 76¢.) Comprises 8 pockets, which 
7 we GUARANTEE no one can open in 8 

4 hours without knowing the secret, It 

has buffied all experts In puzzledom, 
5 A great novelty, a wonderful mystery 
5 a and a useful article, all in one. Your 


money and secrets are safe inside this 

purse! Satisfacion Guaran teed. 

Sample with secretin seated envelope post paid with Catalogue 

of 1000 useful articles, 25e: 3 for Che; 6 for 81,00, $1.80 Doz. 

E. H. INGERSOLL & BRO, 65 Cortlandt st-, NS Ye 
2teows6 


Spiritualism Sustained, 


FIVE LEOTURES. 
Ry John R., Kelso, A.M. 
12mo, cloth, $1.08. 


Priestly Celibacy Exposed, 


By Rev. Q. T. Fox, M.A. 
Price, 15 cents. Address this office. 


MEDICAL. 


If you need & medicine pay attention to some- 
thing which will cure you. It is known as 


The Water of Life, 


and is adapted to curing, more especially, all 
forms of Stomach, Liver. Kidney, and Bladder 
troubles. By injecting this water it will heal all 
sorts of inflammations of theinternal organs, such 
cases a8 Piles, Typhoid and other fevers Bowel 
diseases, Uterine and other forms of Female 
Complaints. Itis a Blood Purtfer, and is an ex- 
cellent remedy for Catarrh and Lung and Throat 
inflammations. It will heal the nerves, restorin 
lost vigor of mind and body, creating a goo 
appetite and producing sound sleep. It acts 
steadily upon the urine, cleansing the blood by 
means of the kidneys, and acts mildly upon the 
bowels, thereby producing bodily habits which 
are so essential to good health. This 


Water of Life 


is sold absolutely pure, as it is pumped from 
the spring, without the addition of any drug 
whatever. Itis Nature's Remedy, pure and sim- 
ple, and nota manufactured article. The + uccess 
it has achieved has come mostly from its friends 
who hav been cured by using it. Send for a 

amphiet free, containing photo-engraved let- 

ers and recommendations from those who have 
used it, giving a forty-page history and all par- 
ticulars about this remarkable water, to 


J. R. PERRY, Manager, | 
34 South Main Street, Wilkesbarre, Pa. 


- x0 cents. 
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Creed of Christendom. 


Its Foundation Contrasted with Its Superstructure. 
By W. R. GREG. 
Complete i= 4 val.. 12m0. 3990D.. $1.50. 


JSfews of the (Deok. 


A aint baby was born to President 
Cleveland on the 9th. 


Democrats in the House of Representa- 
tivs announce their determination to se- 
cure the repeal of the Federal Election 
law. 


Tux business depression seems ending. 
Factories are resuming work. The re- 
vival is attributed to the assurance of the 
repeal of the silver-purchase act. 


Turreis cholera in two or three districts 
of London, and in over a dozen other parts 
of England. Rome, Berlin, and Vienna 
report cases in themselvs and other local- 
ities in their countries. 


Tur Senate’s delay over the bill repeal- 
ing the silver-coining act is exasperating 
most of the people of the country, who 
desire its passage. Talk of the useless- 
ness of the upper House is being excited, 
with suggestions of its abolition. 


Ovrzn Vicrorza on the 11th laid the 
foundation-stone of a church at Crathie, 
Scotland. In a speech she declared her 
warm attachment to the church of Scot- 
land, which, she said, so largely repre- 
sented the feeling of the people of the 
country. 


Torre is indignation against Rev. 
Father Smith, of St. Joseph’s church, 
Paterson, N. J., because of his breaking 
into the rooms of the Catholic Club on 
Labor day, when they wished to hold a 
picnic and ball, and tearing down the 
American flag that they had displayed to 
advertise the event. 


Last Sunday a papal encyclical was read 
from all Catholic pulpits of Hungary, in 
which Leo XIII. admonished the priests 
and prelates to stand by the church in the 
fight against the Liberal government, 
which endeavors to reduce papal influence 
in the country’s administration to the level 
obtaining in other states—Prussia and 
France, for instanee. 


OF the nine thousand religious pilgrims 
who left Tunis last May for Mecca only 
half hav returned. The others died of 
cholera. The survivors tell of terrible 
suffering. One hundred thousand pil- 
grims gathered on the sacred mount, June 
24th to hear a solemn address prior to pro- 
ceeding to Mecca. Many were starving. 
The mount was strewn with corpses of 
victims of the pestilence, among which lay 
hundreds dying. 


Ex PosTMASTER-QENERAL WANAMAKER 
and his double quartet of singers hav fin- 
ished their tour of Cape May county, 
N. J. They were furnished with a special 
train by the West Jersey railroad. Wana- 
maker spoke at every church and urged 
the people to hold fast to the gospel and 
called on all believers to be more vigilant 
in the work of the church. He said 
religion was of more importance than the 
great questions of the day, not even ex- 
cepting labor, tariff, or finance. 


A pispaton from Rome givs an account 
of ariot in the town of Sulmona, in the 
province of Aquilla, Italy, which origin- 
ated in the appearance of cholera at that 
place. A number of cases of the disease 
had occurred in the town, and as a pre- 


cautionary measure the officials attempted 


to stop a religious procession. This led 
to serious trouble, and an encounter be- 
tween the military and police and the pa- 
raders was the result. . During the fight 
a captain of the chasseurs was killed and 
several gendarmes were wounded. 


Wira the past few weeks Gov. Claude 
Matthews, of Indiana, has received a num- 
ber of letters from individuals in different 
parts of the state warning him that the 
members of the Catholic church are pre- 
paring to rebel against the constituted 
authorities, and asking that he at once 
take steps to suppress any outbreak. To 
the majority of the letters the governor 
has not replied, but one from R. N. Moul- 
ton, of Decatur county, he answered to 
the effect that the rumor of Catholic re- 
bellion is false. The letters arise from 


. American Protectiv Association agitation. 


Ar noon on the 16th the 100,000 or 150,000 
people who hav been waiting on the bound- 
ary of the Cherokee Strip were admitted, 
The territory thus opened is about 200 
miles long by 56 miles wide. It covers a 
little more than 11,000 square miles, or be- 
tween 7,000,000 and 8,000,000 acres. It 
will afford at the most farms of 160 acres 
for 40,000 or 50,000 persons. Much of the 
territory is well watered and exceedingly 
fertil, with a climate as nearly perfect as 
can be found anywhere on earth. There 
was a mad race for claims. There was 
land for less than half. Not only the dis- 
appointed, but those who located claims, 
will suffer extremely for water, food, and 
shelter, and a number will inevitably 
perish. It is a noteworthy fact that this 
is the last piece of public land, of any ac- 
count, available for farming. 
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Adami and Heva. A poetic version of 
the Indian story of the Garden of Eden in 
hica its superiority to the mutilated copy— 
e Genesis legend—is ore Price, 10 cents. 
Gottlieb: His Life. A Freethought Ro- 
mance. Price, 85 cents. A 
My Religions Experience. Price, 25 cents, » 
For all of the above address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OQ, 
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Col. R. G. Ingersoll’s 


ARGUMENT 


IN THE 


Reynolds Blasphemy `Trial, 


At Morristown, N. J. 


This is the greatest Boar ever made in 4 case 
of this kind, and will be a model forthe Bar so 
{ong as the Christians use.force to repres free 
speech. Its legal acumen is unsurpassed, its elo- 
quence never equaled. Wherever Christian per- 
secution is going on this argument should’ be 
freely circulated, read to the Obristians, and ex- 
pounded on every occasion. : 
In paper, 25 cents; in cloth, 50 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
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Pyramid of Gizeh. 

Ancient Egyptian Civilization and Hebrew Nar- 
rative in Genesis and Exodus. 


- By Van Bogen Dexstow, LL.D. Price, 15 cents 


A condensation of the fundamental arguments 
| against Chri tianity. . 


A Wery Good Little Missionary Work. 
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This little book goes down to the very bed- 
rock of buman liberty. 
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4 Thorough Examination and Ref- 


utation of the Claims of the 
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A CURSE, 


RELIGION 
RELICION A DISEASE, 
RELIGION A LIE. 


By Samuel P. Putnam. 


Ledicated to the American Congress, of 1893, which yor the sake of Religion, Stabbea Liberty 


to the Heart. 


A work burning with indignation inspired by the Congressional act closing the World’s Fair 


on Sunday—an act which practically united the government and the Christian church. 


To which is added Mr. Putnam’s address delivered before the Columbian 


Exposition Committee of the House of Representatives against Sunday closing. 
Also the following Essays and Poems by Mr. Putnaw, which have never before been put in 


book form: Orthodoxy; Freethought; Man, Not God (written fora Paine anniversary); The Statue 
of Liberty and Thomas Paine; a poem written for the opening exercises of the Silverton, Ore., Free- 
the Door (a psem on the closing of the 


thought Hall; Death and Life; The Golden Age; Shu 
Centennial Exposition in Philadelphia, in 1876). 


The main essay in this work is one of the strongest arraignments ever made of the religion 


which cramps and fetters the minds of the people of this cour try. It should be distributed widely. 


It has beon commended in the highest terms as it appeared in THE TRUTH SEEKER and we hope every 


reader wil] buy a copy to lend his neighbor and arouse thought. 


Price % certs; Five ooptes for $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York City. 


DESIGN ARGUMENT FALLACIES, 


A Refutation of the Argument That Nature Exhibits 
Marks of Having Been Designed by. 
an Intelligent. Being. 


DDE ADNAN 


SYNOPSIS: 


I. The Design Argument Vitiates Itself.By Necessitating an Infinite Series of Designers. 
Ii. If There Were a Designer He Could Not Be Beneficent. 
IIL. If There Were One He Could Not Be Wise, for _ 
His Processes Are E Tegiously Slow, 
They Are Egregiously Wasteful, 
They Often Serve No Use, 5 . 
_ They Have Produced Faulty Mechanisms. 
IY. What Is Called Design Is Only Subserviency; and the Watch Argument Is Illegitimate. 
V. What Actually Did Cause So-Called Design. 
VI. Astronomy and Design. 
VII. The Argument of a First Cause. 


Embracing a Succinct Exposition of Evolution and a Sketch of Astronomy. 


BY THE EDITOR OF THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


OPIN, 


Price 15 cents. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 28 Lafayette Place, N. Y. 


Remsbure’s Book on Lincoln Now Ready. 


ABRAHAM 
LINCOLN: 


WAS HE A CHRISTIAN? 


By John E. Remsburg. 


One! of tbe most, noted controversies of the century-has been waged over the question of 
Abraham Lincoln’s religious belief. Soon after the remains of America’s most illustrious son were 


laid to rest at Springfield, one of his Biographer: Dr. Holland. put forward the claim that he was a | 


Christian. The claim was promptly denied by the dead statesman’s friends, but only to be renewed 
again, and again denied. And thus for a quarter of a century the question of Lincoln's belief has 
been tossed like a battledore from side to side. , , g 

For fifteen years Mr. Remsburg has been collecting material for his work. He presents an 
array of testimony that is irresistible and overwhelming, and which must pet this question at rest 
forever, In addition to the testimony of twenty witnesses who claim that Lincoln was a Christian, 
and which is reviewed and refuted, he adduces the testimony of more than a hundred witnesses in 
proof of the claim that Lincoln was not a Christian. These witnesses include his wife and other 
relatives; his three law partners; his private secretaries; members of his cabinet; his principal 
biographers, and scores of his most intimate frienas. 


NOTED WITNESSES. 


Hon, W. H. Herndon, Col. Ward H. Lamon. Hon. John T. Stuart, Col. James H. Matheny, Col. 
John G. Nicolay, Judge David Davis, Col Jesse W. Fell, Bon. Leonard Swett, Dr. William Jayne, 
Judge Stephen T. Logan, Joshua F. Speed, Hon. Jesse K. Dubois, Hon. Joseph Gillespie, Dr. C. H. 
Ray, Col. F. 8. Rutherford, Judge Robert Leachman. Col. R. G_Ingersoll, Leonard W. Volk. Joseph 
Jefferson, Hon. &. B. Washburne, Hon. E. Haines, Hon. James Tuttle, Hon. M. B. Fielê, Hon. 
Geo. W. Julian, Hon. John B. Alley, Hon, Hugh McCulloch, Gen. M_M. Trumbull Rev. David 
Swing. Rey. Robert Collyer, Judge Jesse W. Weik, Hon. J. P. Usher. Hon. Geo. S. Boutwell, Hon. 
Wm. D. Kelley, Salmon P. Chase, Wm. H. Seward, Hon. John Covode, Hon. A. J. Grover, Hon. ‘W. H. 
T. Wakefield, Gen. D W. Wilder, Judge Aaron Goodrich. Judge James M. Nelson, Rev. Edward 
E gleston, Rev. Johi W. Chadwick, Donn Piatt, H. K. Magie, Dennis F. Hanks, Mrs. Sarah Lincoln. 

B. Mary Lincoln. 7 : 

The foregoing and sixty other reputable witnesses testify that ihe greatest man born on this 

continent was a Freethinker. 
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Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 


COSMIAN HYMN-BOOK. 


A COLLECTION OF 


ORIGINAL AND SELECTED HYMNS 


FOR 
Liberal and Ethical Societies, | 
for Schools and 
the Home. 
—With Musio Written to All the Songs.— 


COMPILED BY L. K. WASHBURN. 
P ico, $1.50, For sale st THIS OFFIOE. 


By S. P. Putnam. 


New Publications. | New Publications. 


PEN PICTURES OF THE WORLD'S- FAIR, 


By SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 


A Full Description of the Fair, Invaluable as a Guide-Book and still more Inval- 
uable to those who cannot attend. It tells WHAT TO SEE and WHERE TO SEE IT; 
ives rates of admission to the various attractions of the Fair and cost of living in 
hicago, with other useful information to the visitor. : 
Itis, besides being a complete Guide-Book, the best description of the Fair yet 
iven—poetic, beautiful, accurate. It describes the inauguration ceremonies, gives 
e director-general’s address, the efforts to close the Fair Sundays and the triumph 
of the Sunday-openers; describes the various buildings and what they contain, and is, 
all in all, the very best picture of the Fair that can be painted with.a pen. ; 


ILLUSTRATED. 


A MAP OF JACKSON PARK, enabling the visitor to make his way around, 
and the stay-at-home to see where he went. f 


A BIRD’S-EYE VIEW OF THE FAIR, enabling one to comprehend ata 


-glance the magnitude of the Exposition, the greatest ever known to the present time. 


PICTURES OF ALL THE PRINCIPAL BUILDINGS: 


Woman’s Building. Art Palace. , Fisheries Building. 

Administration Building. Manufactures and Liberal Agricultural Building. 

Electrical Bnilding. Arts Building. ; Transportation Building. 

Machinery Hall. Mines and Mining Building. Horticultural Building. 
Forestry Building. 


A visitor to the Fair says of this book—reading it in Taz Trura Sazxmr—that 
it is charming and to one who has seen the Fair vastly entertaining. 


Single copy, 25 cents. Five copies for $1. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


A New Book by Helen H. Gardener. 


FACTS AND FICTIONS OF LIFE. 


CONTENTS. 


Sex in Brain. i l 

Beredity in Its Relations to a Double Standard of 
orals. 

Divorce and the Proposed National Law. 

Lawsuit or Legacy. 

Common Sense in Surgery. 


Preface. | , 

The Fictions of Fiction. 

A Day in Court. p 

Thrown in With the City’s Dead. 

An Itresponsiblė Educated Class. , 
T'he Moral Responsibility of Woman in Heredity. 
Woman as an ex. 


At the Woman’s Congress at Chicago Helen Gardener delivered as an address one of the chap- 
ters of this book. The Chicago Times said of it and her: ' But the last address, dealing with the 
most delicate of the problems of reform, clear, unhesitant, modest, bus uncompromising, was lis- - 
tened to with breathless interest by the audience. It was i Heredity in Its Relation to a Double 
Standard of Morals,’ and 1t was delivered by the one woman of all others best qualified to speak 
upon that subject—Helen Gardener. Petite, graceful, eloquent with the burden of her thought, 
Miss Gardener enchained every auditor, and when she had finished received a perfect ovation, which 
her courage ana devotion had so worthily won. Tbe evening session was highly interesting, but 
that of the morning will be set down on the tablet of the memory of those present as one of the dis- 


tinetivly great features of the week’s congress.” 


Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. ` Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


EVERY Woman Ought to Read It. Every LIBERAL Woman 
and Man Will Want It. — 


WOMAN, CHURCH, AND STATE. 


By Matilda Joslyn Gage. 
es 


This is Mrs. Gage’s latest and crowning work. It is THE book to show how 
the church has enslaved woman and kept and keeps her in an inferior position. A 
glance at its contents will show this: 


` The first chapter—the Matriarchate—shows that under the old civilizations woman had great 
freedom, but that the tendency of Christianity from the first was to restrict her liberty. In this 
cuapter Mrs. Gage claims that to the Matriarchate—or Mother-rule—the world is indebted for its 
first conception, of inherent rights. is y : 
Chapter II deals with the theological dogmas of original sin and celibacy. Woman, by the 
church, was not regarded as a human being; marriage was looked upon as vile; wives were sold 
as siaves; women driven to suicide; the influence of the church was unfavorable to virtue. The 


peallbasy of the clergy produced degrading sensuality, and woman was the victim of these brutes. 


. „Chapter Tif is on The Canon Law, showing how tha church controled woman by making the 
leg'timacy of marriage depend upon its own control of the ceremony. Ancient civilization gave 
place to Christian barbarism, the clergy became a distinct body—at once a“ holy” and an unholy 
caste. Learning was prohibited to women, husbands prohibited from leaving them more than one- 
third of their property; daughters coud be disinherited, sons could not. The Reformation effected 
no change. 

. „Chapter IV—Marquette—is on Feudalism and its degradation of women, the rights of “lords 
spiritual, ’ the immorality of the heads of the church, baptism of nude women in the early Christian 
church. It also deals with some of the later-day abuses of females, like our Northwestern pineries, 
the English debaucheries, governmental crime-makers, etc. _ i g 

Chapter V—Witchcraft. In the days of tbis phase of religious insanity Mrs Gage shows how the 
possession of even a little learning was sufficient cause to suspect a woman of witcbcraft, that to keep 
a pet wag dangerous, so rabid were the clergy not to suffer « witch to liv. This persecution for 
witchcraft was a continuance of the church’s policy for obtaining un:versal dominion over mankind. 
Women physicians of the Middle Ages were persecuted, and the “ Pilgrim Fathers ” continued it in 
A-nerica. The first synod convened in America was to try a woman for heresy, and others were 
stripped and whipped for not agreeing with the clergy. y 

The chapter on “ Wives” shows how the disrnption of the Roman empire was unfavorable to the 
personal and proprietary rights of woman—that tbe sale of daughters was practiced in England 


‘| seven hundred years after it was Christianized—that tbe practice of buying wives was regulated by 


law—that women were not permitted to read the Bible—that they were not admitted as witnesses— 
that civil marriage 9s opposed by the church. Pat nae 

In Chapter VII is shown how polygamy was, sustained by the Christian church, that the first ` 
synod of the. Keformation convened to sanction this Institution. that Luther and the other * prin- 
cipal reformers” favored it, as well as the American Board of Foreign Missions. The Mormon the- 
ocracv is shown to be similar to that of other Christian sects. | ; : 

In the last three chapters Mrs. Gage treats of the opposition of the church to the amelioration 
of woman’s sufferings as interference with her ‘curse,’ of woman’s degradation: by the church to 
labors unfit for slaves, of woman’s ‘‘ inferiority,” as taught by the church to-day, and of how little 
value Christianity has been and is to civilization. 


„The work is a burning protest against the tremendous wrong done woman by 
the church, which controled the state. SItisalso extremely valuable as history. No 
woman, it seems to us, can read it and remain a supporter of the religious iustitution 
which has crushed her individuality, her mentality, and degraded her person. To the 
semen cause it opens an Age of Reason. It ought to be widely read for the good it 

0. . 
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SPECIAL NOTICE.—We shall be ebligea to our 
readers if they will send us the name and address of 
any Freethinker who is not a regular subscriber. 


Four: Hundred Years of Freethought. 


The World’s Fair marks the completion of four 
centuries of this continent’s known history. These 
years hav been a warfare between savagery and civ- 
ilization in thought as well.as in material things. 
From the hanging of witches on Boston common 
and whipping of women naked through Boston’s 
streets to the holding of the International Congress 
of Freethinkers is a long way. Liberals can cele- 
brate the event as perhaps no other class can do, 
for in the past they hav suffered much. 

Nor is this Four Hundred Years of Freethought 
complete without recognition of our European 
brethren. They blazed the way, contending in their 
own countries for the same liberty of speech the 
` American desired to enjoy. In a large measure the 


battle has been won. A bare quarter of a century 


ago even the man who proposed to hold a religious 
congress where Mohammedan and Catholic, Buddh- 


ist and Protestant, could stand upon the same 
platform: and defend their creeds would hav been 
deemed a proper inmate for an insane asylum. But 
Chicago has seen it in this culmination of Four 
Hundred Years of Freethought, and, cause for the 
greatest rejoicing, the religious congress is suc- 
ceeded by a Congress of Freethinkers, and there is 
no inquisition to follow, no dungeons for the audi. 
ences, no racks nor flames for the speakers. 

Tt seems to us a fitting time to call again to 
mind the noble men and women who hav lived 
and worked, and some of them died, that the 
heretics of the world may meet in peace. So we 
print this week the portraits of some of these. A 
few of them are still living and joining in the cele- 
bration. The others hav passed to their rest, but 
living yet in. the grateful memories of those to 
whom they hav given freedom. Let us treasure 
the lessons of their lives and emulate their example. 

There is no need of biographies of these heroes. 
Those who hav died hav.left their records in the 
world’s history. Those yet with us are making his- 
tory, and happily the time has not come to sum up 
their work, 


How Blasphemy Fares in New Jersey. 

The whole of Hunterdon county, New Jersey, last 
week was torn with excitement over the horrid sus- 
picion that they had in their midst a blasphemer. 
The dire wordhad gone forth that one of tkeir in- 
habitants was that infamous creature, a man whose 
mind was so constituted that he could not accept as 
conclusiv the evidence for religion, and who therefore 
naturally treated it with levity whenever occasion 
called just as he did anything else. Dr. W. W. Hawke, 
a young dentist, was this hateful viper, and the town 
of Flemington the spot in the Christian bosom on 
which he had chosen to coil his venomous shape. 
The man of God of that hamlet had done his duty 
of denouncing the blasphemer, and the latter there- 
upon brought suit for $1,000 damages. Charles A. 
Skillman, of Lambertville, one of the oldest practi- 
tioners in the state, opened the case. He told the 
jurymen they, had to deal with an unusual case. In 
a practice of more than forty years he had not in 
either civil or criminal proceedings known of a case 
in which blasphemy figured, so degrading it was and 
so much moral turpitude did it involve. Mr. Skill- 
man then read the complaint. The first count was 
to the effect that Pastor Sagebeer before preaching 
his sermon had told Miss Bertha Rittenhouse and 
others that the doctor had been present at a mock 
prayer-meeting, where whisky had been drunk in 
mockery of the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper, 
mock prayers had been said, and the long-meter 
doxology had been sung. “They are blasphemers,” 
the complaint alleges Pastor Sagebeer said to Miss 
Rittenhouse, “and you must not associate with 
them.” If the charges against Dr. Hawke were 
trae, said Mr. Skillman, he ought to be hunted out 
of town. If not true, the jury must giv him a sub- 
stantial verdict. Mr. Skillman defined blasphemy 
and told the jury the penalty in New Jersey for 
sp aking evil of the deity or willfully and maliciously 
attempting to lessen the reverence for God or his 
attributes, or to weaken regard for the Christian re- 
ligion was a $200 fine or imprisonment at hard labor 
for twelve months, or both. ‘“ Why, up to 1813,” 
said he, “blasphemy in Scotland, under certain cir- 
cumstances, was punishable with death.” 

-After divers witnesses had testified, Dr. Hawke 
took the stand and testified that when he had asked 
Pastor Sagebeer for a retraction the divine had 
said that he would not take what Hawke said as 
evidence of his innocence, as he would not believe a 
blasphemer. Further, when Dr. Hawke threatened 
a lawsuit the pastor said that he courted a suit, as 
it would make him the most widely known young 
sensational preacher in the state. 

One of the rulings interposed by Judge Abbett 
was: “A slander is never privileged, even though 
it come from a minister of the gospel, and I will so 
charge the jury.” By the judge’s use of the word 
“even,” we are reminded of the fact that a leniency 
is shown the faults of preachers that is not given to 
those of other persons. They are, such remarks in- 
dicate, privileged to do things of a certain degree of 
badness anyway, though perhaps not quite allowed 
the one indulgence of slander. When the alleged 
drinking of whisky was brought under question, 
the judge putin: “Thats immaterial. Drinking 
whisky is no crime in New Jersey.” 

Several witnesses testified to such fearful sights 
as the beholding of Dr. Hawke, Tom Brown, Frank 
Gray, and two strangers drinking from a long- 
necked black bottle, and the hearing of them sing, 
« Jesus, Lover of My Soul,” “Nearer, My God, to 
Thee,” and the doxology. A witness testified that 
the singing was very fine and that he had gone to 
his room to listen to it and be soothed thereby. 
Many a church attendant will, we fear, on reading 


this heave a sigh at the contrast with his own ex- 
periences, and wonder why the vocalistic dentist 
should receive upbraiding instead of honor. 

Lawyer Lindabury said that he would prove be- 
yond a doubt that the young men had in a drunken, 
riotous, scoffing, and blasphemous manner sang, 
“ Jesus, Lover of My Soul,” “Nearer, My God, to 
Thee,” and the long-meter doxology, taking fre- 
quent drinks of whisky between. “If such things,” 
said Mr. Lindabury, “can go unrebuked in this 
world there would be little for Christian ministers 
to do, and the Christian churches Bad better close 
up. 1 

The verdict was one of six cents’ damages for Dr. 
Hawke. Whether the accusation of the preacher 
that Dr. Hawke did do and say the things alleged 
was true, and, consequently, whether this award of 
damages was in its smallness just, we cannot say. 
We relate the matter only as an instance of the 
power which Christians still possess, in the state of 
New Jersey, to injure whomsoever has the brains to 
despise their creeds and the boldness to ridicule 
what he despises. 


Hostility to Education. 


A Catholic writer has collected instances of the 
Protestant church's opposition to education. ‘here 
are also plentiful cdillections by Protestants of the 
Catholics’ hostility thereto. We wish that Catholic 
and Protestant would fight each other over the 
point till there should ensue a mutual destruction 
like that of the Kilkenny cats. 

This Catholic exposure of the Protestant hin- 
drance to education opens with pointing out that 
Haliam, in his introduction to the “ Literature of 
Europe,” blames Luther for the general stagnation 
of literature. We are next reminded that Schlegel, 
in his “Philosophy of History,” speaks of “the 
truly barbarous era of the Reformation.” Like- 
wise, Erasmus, in his “ Letters” (59), says: “ Luther 
wrote that ‘all science, speculativ as well as practi- 
cal, is damnable. Speculativ sciences are sins and 
errors ;’” and Melancthon, Luther’s disciple, “con- 
demned public schools.” Erasmus again says: 
« Wherever Lutheranism reigns, there literature 
perishes.” The Anabaptists in Germany and the 
followers of Knox destroyed all libraries in relig- 
ious houses. Nearly all the manuscript histories 
of England were destroyed by the Reformers. 
Gordon, of Rothesy, tells of Scotland in the days 
of Knox that learning was decried. Laing, speak- 
ing of the eighteenth century, says: “In every 
species of improvement and in the arts and refine- 
ment of social life, we must, unfortunately, con- 
sider Scotland as a century behind the period.” 
And Scotland was then dominated and guided in 
every department of life by the Protestant clergy. 
As late as 1575 there had not been a printed edition 
of the Reform Bible published in Scotland. In 
Buckle’s “ History of Civilization” we learn that 
“uthe Scottish kirk had become a bye-word and a 
reproach among educational men.” Some of the 
Scottish divines wrote against education. When 
the famous chief, Walter Scott, of Harden, was 
married, we are told in Chambers’ Annals: “ That 
the contract was signed by a notary, because ndne 
of the parties could sign their names.” This Cath- 
olic arraigner next tells us to look in Chambers’ 
Annals for accounts of the deplorable ignorance of the 
Presbyterian divines of Scotland, as shown in con- 
nection with witchcraft and other absurdities.” In 
Germany, Erasmus tells us, the schools were neg- 
lected, the churches ruined, and fanaticism per- 
vaded the people. Our writer now quotes: “In 
Germany, the war of the peasants sent more than a 
hundred thousand of those poor deluded beings to 
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the grave, more than twice that number of manu- 
scripts were destroyed during that commotion ; 
and the Thirty Years’ War completed the work of 
destruction and left Germany almost a dreary 
wilderness.” 


library. 
useless, and if not conformable they were hurtful, 
and in either case to be destroyed.” 


perished at the hands of Baptist fanatics. 


And in the same manner, too, many of the 
noblest collections of learning perished at the 
Both the Protestant 
and the Catholic faiths are, by their essential 
nature, at deadly enmity with knowledge. Each 
Each 
exists because the masses are so ignorant of the 
natural causes which produce all things that they 
believe the clergy’s lie that supernatural causes 
produce them, and giv money. to that clergy to use 
their influence favorably upon those preternatural 
If the masses were instructed as to 


hands of Catholic fanatics. 


livs solely by the ignorance of its devotees. 


agencies. 
natural causes that hav already been discovered, 


and made acquainted with the axiom of science that 


all things for which such causes hav not been discov- 


ered still possess them, then not a penny would 


cut the cobweb on the contribution-box. 


Why the Clergy Represent Man Helpless. 


Rabbi Wise, of a Jewish congregation in New 


York city, has preached a sermon on the subject, 


dear to every sacerdotal heart, of the ignorance and 
After praising the achieve- 


helplessness of man. 
ments of man’s genius as seenwt the World’s Fair, 
he changes his tone and croaks: 


“ But, behold, certain natura] phenomena make their 
appearance and teach us the lesson that our much praised 
knowledge has its limitations. Medical science has un- 
doubtedly made rapid progress. Step by step it battles 
with the angel of death, but what do we see? From the 
far East comes a small speck, detectable only through 
the microscope. Science calls it the comma bacillus, and 
the whole world, with all its power, intelligence, might, 
and inventiv genius, stands awed and in abject terror be- 
fore the approaching peril—helpless and dejected. Aye, 
the secret things belong to the Lord our God.” 


The rabbi then pictures corresponding discom- 
fitures of mankind by financial disaster, storm, and 
soon. After each he exhorts us to fly from man 
who cannot save to the bosom of God. 

But not the slightest use in doing so can be 
pointed out by all the rabbis in the world. Even 
supposing that man cannot save, God certainly can 
not and does not. Not one case of his doing so was 
ever known. And the truth is, man can save. He 
has already saved us from countless ills. He has 
saved us from unnumbered diseases that cut short 
our lives when we knew of nothing better than to 
take the advice of rabbis and priests and appeal to 
their God. And he will very soon, at the present 
rate of medical progress, hav learned how to save 
us from many diseases more. In finance man has 
saved us from much. The present monetary troub- 
les, great as they are, do not equal those of former 
ages. And science will yet do away with such as 
we hav now. Man has, too, averted a large part 
of the dangers proceeding from storms. And here 
likewise he will do better yet. Man does all, God 
nothing. 

The reason that the preacher belittles the prov- 
ince of the known, and magnifies that of the un- 
known, is that other professions deal with the 
known while he pretends to hav influence over the 
unknown, and he wishes to divert the people’s 
money from the pockets of the other professions 
into his own. 


Agents Wanted. 

We believe that not only can good be done but 
money made by any Liberal who will canvass for 
our book “Old Testament Stories Comically Illus- 
trated.” In fact we know one man who worked at 
it but a few hours weekly and sold nearly fifty 


The circumstances under*which the 
extensiv library at Munster was destroyed by the 
Anabaptists recur here to mind. Rothman, one of 
their leaders, incited them to its destruction by the 
same argument which the Caliph Omar used in 
justification of the destruction of the Alexandrian 
«If conformable to the Bible, they were 


Thus, cries 


our Catholic colaborer in anti-Protestant propa- 
gandism, one of the noblest collections of Germany 


copies in a month. The price is low; everybody 
knows the Old Testament stories, and nearly every- 
body would like a book applying nineteenth-cent- 
ury wit and knowledge to them. People like to 
laugh. Reverence for the Old Testament tales has 
largely disappeared and jokes at the expense of 
Jonah and Joseph and Esau and Samson and David, 
and the other worthies of unsavory reputation, are 
keenly appreciated. It seems to us that the book 
will sell at sight. It does here in the store. 


Liberals out of employment will find this a good 


way to make an honest dollar. 
Terms to agents sent upon application. 


m 


We desire to call the attention of readers of Taz 


Truru Sxrxer to the benefits of subscribing to the 


Truth Seeker Monthly Library. The yearly sub- 
scription is only $3, and subscribers to the Library 
receive a paper-bound copy of each book issued in 


it; or, if they desire the books in cloth binding, 
subscribers can remit the difference in price be- 
tween paper and cloth binding, and get the books 
in the latter shape. So far this year subscribers 
to the Library hav received “ Paine Vindicated,” 


by Colonel Ingersoll, price 15 cents; the “ Crea- 


tion of God,” by Dr. Hartmann, price 50 cents ; 


the “Resurrection of Jesus,” by Don ‘Allen, price 


40 .cents; “Crimes of Preachers,” price 25 cents; 
the “ Handbook of Freethought,” by W. S. Bell, 


price 50 cents; “Religion a Curse,” by S. P. Put- 


nam, price 25 cents; “ Design Argument Fallacies,” 
price 15 cents; “ Pen Pictures of the World’s Fair,” 
price 25 cents, and “Abraham Lincoln: Was He a 
Christian?” price 50 cents. Other books besides 
are in preparation. One of these, we may men- 
tion, is “Pleasure and Progress,” by A. M. 
Lorentz, LL.B., of which further notice will 
shortly be made. Send $3 and receive at cnce 
the books already published, and, as they ap- 
pear, those which will be published between now 
and January, °94. 


Colonel Ingersoll Expresses His Views of the 
Parliament of Religions. 


Although he was not invited to take part in its 
deliberations, there is probably no man in this 
country who is watching more closely the proceed- 
ings of the Parliament of Religions in Chicago than 
Col. Robert.G. Ingersoll, the leading American Ag- 
nostic, frys the Herald. A reporter for that paper 
had a talk with him last week about this meeting 
in which so many churchmen of all denominations 
hav figured. 

‘The Parliament of Religions,” the reporter vol- 
unteered, “was called with a view to discussing the 
great religions of the world on the broad platform 
of tolerance. Supposing this to hav been accom- 
plished, what effect is it likely to hav on the future 
of creeds?” ` 

“Tt was a good thing,” answered Colonel Inger- 
soll, “to get the representativs of all creeds to meet 
and tell their beliefs. The tendency, I think, is to 
do away with prejudice, with provincialism, with 
egotism. We know the difference between the 
great religions, so far as belief is concerned, 
amounts to but little. Their gods hav different 
names, but in other respects they differ but little. 
They are all cruel and ignorant.” 

“Do you think likely,” the scribe asked, “ that 
the time is coming when all the religions of the 


-world will be treated with the liberality that is now 


characterizing the attitude of one sect to another in 
Christendom ?” 

‘Yes, because I think that all religions will be 
found .to be of equal authority, and because I be- 
lieve that the supernatural will be discarded and 
that man will giv up his vain and useless efforts to 
get back of nature—to answer the questions of 
whence and whither. As a matter of fact, the 
various sects do not love one another. The keenest 
hatred is religious hatred. The most malicious 
malice is found in the hearts of those who love their 
enemies.” , 

“« Bishop Newman, in replying to a learned Bud- 
dhist at the Parliament of Religions, said that 
Buddhism had given to the world no helpful litera- 
ture, no social system, and no heroic virtues. Is 
this true?” was the next question. 

“ Bishop Newman is à very prejudiced man,” said 
the colonel. “Probably he got his information 
from the missionaries! Buddha was undoubtedly 
a great teacher. Long before Christ lived Buddha 
taught the brotherhood of man. He said that in- 
telligence was the only lever capable of raising 
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mankind. His followers. to say the least of them, — 
are as good as the followers of Christ. Bishop 
Newman is a Methodist—a follower of John Wes- 
ley—and he has the prejudices of the sect to which 
he belongs. Wemust remember that all prejudices 
are honest.” 

« Is Christian society, or rather: society in Chris- 
tian countries, cursed with fewer robbers, assassins, 
and thieves proportionately than countries where 
‘heathen’ religions predominate?” 

“J think not,” said Colonel Ingersoll. «I do 
not believe that there are more lynchings, more 
mob murders in India or Turkey, or Persia than - 
in some Christian states of the great republic. 
Neither will you find more train robbers, more 
forgers, more thieves in heathen lands than in 
Christian countries. Here the jails are full, the 
penitentiaries are crowded and the hangmen are 
busy. All over Christendom, as many assert, 
crime is on the increase, going hand in hand with 
poverty. The truth is, that some of the wisest and 
best men are filled with apprehension for the future, 
but I believe in the race and hav confidence in 
man.” 

“ How can society be so reconstructed that all this 
horrible suffering resultant from poverty and its 
natural associate, crime, may be abolished, or at 
least reduced to a minimum?” I asked. 

“In the first place we should stop supporting 
the useless. The burdens of superstition should 
be taken from the shoulders of ‘industry.. In the 
next place men should stop bowing to wealth in- 
stead of worth. Men should be judged by what | 
they do, by what they are, instead of by the prop- 
erty they hav.. Only those able to raise and edu- 
cate children should hav them. Children should 
be better born—better educated. The process of 
regeneration will be slow, but it will be sure. 
The religion of our day is supported by the worst, 
by the most dangerous people in society. I do not 
allude to murderers or burglars, or even to the 
little thieves. I mean those who debauch courts 
and legislatures and elections—those who make 
millions by legal fraud.” 

“Ts it possible for men to be. good and honest 
without the help of Christianity?” 

“Christianity is not a help,” was the colonel’s 
reply. “Christianity offers to sell crime on a credit. 
It says to the bank cashier: ‘Be honest. Don’t 
you steal a cent, but if you do steal the entire bank 
God will forgive you in Canada just as quickly as in 
the United States.’ Christianity does not make men 
good. Good men hay given Christianity the good 
reputation it has.” 

« What do you think of the Theosophists? Are 
they sincere—hav they any real basis for their 
psychological theories ?” 

“The Theosophists may be sincere. I do not 
know. But I am perfectly satisfied that their 
theories are without any foundation in fact—that 
their doctrins are as unreal as their ‘astral bodies,’ 
and as absurd asa contradiction in mathematics. 
We hav had vagaries and theories enough. We 
need the religion of the real, the faith that rests on 
fact. Let us turn our attention to this world—the 
world in which we live.” 

Before our talk began Colonel Ingersoll had 
taken up a pamphlet in which he was soon absorbed. 
He read on to the last page and exclaimed : 

The fellow who wrote that givs Bishop Potter 
some hard blows.” 

I looked at him questioningly. 

«It’s just this way,” said the colonel. “Bishop 
Potter, in advocating the opening of the World's 
Fair on Sundays, dubbed the fourth commandment 
‘a venerable relic’ and Sabbath observance as ‘a 
scarcely less venerable tradition.’ Now this hardy 
pamphleteer pertinently asks; “Why did Bishop 
Potter for so Jong read the commandment to the 
people of Grace church, New York, as one of God’s 
commandments? Does he not now require it to 
be read by the clergy of his diocese? Has it been 
stricken from the decalogue in the new prayer 
book? And are all the commandments omitted as 
being, like it, only ‘venerable conceptions’ and 
‘traditions? I guess those are pretty tough ques- 
tions for Brother Potter to answer.” 


Notes on the Congress of Religions. 


The Congress of Religions is like the Midway 
Plaisance. It is a curiosity shop. It has not the 
slightest practical value. It givs no light on any 
subject whatsoever. It is simply a gush about God, 
and makes one smile. All confer in this grand con- 
glomeration provided they will not attack the Chris- 
tian religion. They must giv the good points of 
their own religion in a neighborly sort of way. It 
is to bea feast of sweetmeats, and eyery speaker 
must devote himself to taffy. He must not refer to 
superstition, tyranny, or persecutions or bloody 
massacres, or any wrong thing that has ever been 
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FOUR HUNDRED YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT. 


Some of the World’s Freethinkers who lived-and labored, and some of them died, that we of to-day may exist without fear of the dungeon and the rack. 


done in the name of religion. Religion is the fetish 
and all bow down before it. No matter what he is, 
if Christian, Jew, Mohammedan, Buddhist, Free 
‘Religionist, Unitarian, Patagonian, Feeji Islander, 
or Esquimaux, if he will only proclaim the sacred 
mame of religion he is all right. He can say his say, 
and utter all sorts of notions about God, but he 
must not say there is no God. That is forbidden 
‘ground, -He must not attack anybody else’s notion 
of God. He must speak in dulcet tones and flatter 
every deity, and only by innuendo giv the prefer- 
‚ence to his own deity. Of course the out-and-out 
Freethinker has no place in a congress of this kind. 
‘The Atheist is tabooed. The scientific man is out- 
lawed. Faint or dense the cloùd of theology en- 
Velops it all. It is permeated from beginning to 
-end with faith. It is the place for the believer, but 
‘not for the man of facts and the investigator. 
` ` Well, there are many ways of looking at this non- 
“descript congress. It is a manifold affair. Like 
the many mirrors in the Moorish palace, it presents 
a bewildering variety, and looks to the casual ob- 
server much more immense than it is. 
From the Unitarian standpoint it is a pretty. 
good scheme. It emphasizes the idea that all re- 
ligions hav the same origin, the same purpose, and 
_on the whole are equally natural and equally good. 
It is a triumph for the liberal Christian element. 
It is anti-orthodoz from its very nature. It is a 
deadly blow to the old-fashioned ideas. . If Chris- 
tianity is only a natural religion, then Calvinism 
goes by the board. If Christianity is not a super- 
natural religion based on a miracleand a special di- 
vine revelation; if it must take its chances with all 
other religions, and appeal only to reason; then 
_where is its supremacy? All those who participate 
in this congress practically renounce the old ortho- 
doxy, and align themselvs somewhat with human 
progress. They really take the side of the devil and 
are willing, with Adam and Eve, to pluck the fruit 
of the treeof knowledge. The pure Theist has won 
the day. He no longer needs to be a Christian in 
order to enter the charmed circle. The lion and 
the lamb can lie down together provided they both 
hav an abiding faith in the goodness of God.” 
So we might say that on the lines of a liberal and 
progressiv faith there is quite an advance. The 
growls of ancient superstition are now succeeded by 
the mellow accents of a polite recognition of each 
other's pet belief. 
But all is not rose-colored. I opine tkat this 
Congress would be like the old church councils, and 
there would be a knock-down and a.drag-out if it 
were not that the civilization of the age keeps a 
steady watch over the proceedings through the 
agency of the lynx-eyed newspapers. It won't 
do to break out and violate the courtesies of the oc- 
casion unless Joseph Cook is on the platform and 
the rampage, for there is no use to try and make 
_ Joseph Cook a Chesterfield in debate. Still there 

is an undercurrent of bitter feeling. The good old 
orthodox soul is horrified at the idea that the Jew 
or the Mohammedan has anything to say in behalf 
of his religion. The harmony is all on the outside. 


The hand-greetings are pretty cold all round. 


There is much mental reserve. Every religionist is 
on the lookout that no one gets the drop on him. 
There is a great lack of sincerity and openhearted- 
ness. There is a concealed warfare. At times it 
is impossible to prevent the groans and hisses of 
contending parties, and the police are on hand to 
prevent further displays. I don't think this Con- 
gress will add to the harmony of Christian sects or 
of the religions of the world. After the Congress 
is over there will be a more furious battle than ever. 
Iam glad of it. It would be exceedingly danger- 
ous to the progress of mankind if all the religions 
of the world should agree. f 
mighty poor chance for the radical Freethinker if 
this should happen. The salvation of science lies 
in the fact that religions do not combine. Religion, 
if thus harmonious, would rule the world every- 
where with a rod of iron. 

There seems to be a sort of subtle conspiracy all 
round among the religious people to shut off Free- 
thought entirely. They don’t wantit The Atheist 
and the Agnostic need not apply. There must be 
no discussion of the God question. 
damned is the shibboleth. The Freethinkers could 
not even hav a hall of their own without a padlock 
on their lips. The Free Religionist, the Unitarian, 
the Mohammedan, the Catholic, the Presbyterian, 
by universal combination might make it pretty hard 
for the Atheist. They would ostracize him to their 
heari’s content, and God would hav the glory. It 
is rather difficult now to be an outspoken Atheist; 
but the difficulty would be enormously increased if 
the religious element should really combine into 
one vast whole. Fortunately, those who do believe 
in God do not agree and will not agree; if they 
did, I am of the opinion that Freethought would 
be absolutely crushed out. I am somewhat afraid 
of these Theistic fellows, no matter how mild they 
a:e in appearance. They have the disease, and 
there is no knowing how violently it might break 
forth. But ‘so long as they constantly quarrel 
about God, the world is free from a tremendous 
intellectual tyranny. God is at the bottom of it all, 
and if God is saved, then despotism will still flaunt 
its banners. That is why the far-seeing Catholic 
joins in this religious Congress. This is why he 
foregathers with the Free Religionist and Unitarian. 
With them he is defending the outworks of his 
mighty citadel. These men, liberal and progressiv 
as they are, make alliance with the pope. The pope 
is no fool. He understands that his throne is built 
on Theism, and every argument for Theism is, in 
the long run, an argument for the pope. While 
people believe in God, so long will many believe in 
the pope; for, though every. Theist is not a Catho- 
lic, still he furnishes the logical foundation of the 
Catholic church, for Theism is faith and only faith. 
The main argument for God’s existence presented 
to this Congress is, God is thinkable, therefore 
he exists. If that is not faith I do not know what 
faith is, and it is that kind of faith which subjects 
reason to sentiment. What limits can there be to 
human credulity when it is asserted that the think- 


There would be a 


Believe or be. 


ableness of a thing is a proof of its actual being? 
And yet learned doctors argue that there is a God, 
not on the ground of fact, but on the ground that 
there is an idea of God in the human mind. I 
must confess that I am impatient of these frivoli- 
ties. I would smile at them, but for the danger 
that is in them, for broaden religion and Theism as 
you will the seed is there of mental servitude, and 
it will produce its perilous fruit. Is the tyranny of 
Theism simply as such any better than the tyranny 
of a pope? . 

The Congress of Religions is a failure so far as 
producing harmony is concerned; and in the inter- 
est of human liberty it is better thus to be. There 
is, I admit, one good thing in theologians—that is, 
pugnacity ; and I suppose that pugnacity and dog- 
matism go together. Theologians will fight and 
fight about trifles, and they fight one another with 
delightful asperity. Keep it up, I say. It is the 
everlasting fight of the Kilkenny cats, and it- in the 
salvation of the world. If theology could for once 
present a united front, then farewell to freedom. 
But theology is broken into a thousand camps; 
every ism floats its flag, and hence truth and liberty 
hav some chance. 

Bicker away, O theologians! Bark and bite at one 
another. Quarrel about every creed under the sun. 
Dispute about the trinity, hell-fire, atonement, fore- 
ordination, predestination, and infant damnation. | 
Excommunicate one another. It’s the best thing 
for man that you don’t agree. Keep on damning 
one another. It saves the world from being damned 
by Samvzt P. Purnam. 


you. 
Chicago, Lll., 1893. 


Lectures and Meetings. 


Tax Manhattan Liberal Club meets every Friday eve- 
ning, at eight o'clock, in German Masonic Hall, No. 220 
East Fifteenth street, New York. Its lectures for Octo- 
ber are: 


October 6th.—‘‘ The Silver Question: Henry Nichols. 

October 18th.—‘‘ Christianity and After:” T. B. Wake- 

man. 

October 20th,—‘‘ Freethought and Morality:” S. P. Put- 
` nam. 

October 27th.—‘‘ Arbitration: Albert Day. 


E. B. Foorg, Jg., Presiding Officer. 


Tax Newark Liberal League opens its season of 1893-4 
at 177 Halsey street, corner Market, Sunday after- 
noon, October 1st, at 3 o’clock. W. S. Bell, of New 
York, will lecture. Subject: ‘‘ Evolution of Religions 
Worship.” This being the first lecture of the season we 
hope to hav a good audience to greet Mr. Bell. He made 
a fav: rable impression when here last season 


J. E, Remssure goes to Wisconsin after the Congress. 
His appointments are as follows: 


Portage, Oct. 10 | Hillsborough, Oct, 15 
Madison, e 11 | West Salem, 16 
Lodi, ** 12, 18, 1% 


fe a a a 

Readers will aid the cause by forwarding us 
names of their friénds who might be interested in 
sample copies of Tue Trura SEEKER. 
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The Annual Convention of the Canadian Sec- 
ular Union. 


The Convention of 1893, says Secular Thought, 
may fairly be said to hav been the most interesting 
and successful one of recent years. Although sev- 
eral of the older members were absent, the attend- 
ance at the Sunday sessions was large and enthusi- 
astic; and the business accomplished will cause it 
to be remembered as the starting-point of at least 
two great agenvies toward the success of our cause 
—the establishment of a funeral fund, and the ap- 
pointment of a committee to arrange for the per- 
manent and regular support of Secular Thought, 
and for the payment of a traveling or visiting lect- 
urer, who will thus be enabled to make visits to all 
parts of Canada where lectures may be desired. 

On Saturday evening the first session was called 
to order at about half-past 8 o’clock, at 35 Adelaide 
street East. In the absence of the president, the 
vice-president of the local Secular Society was voted 
to the chair, and he at once called upon the secre- 
tary to read the president’s address, which was as 


follows: 

To THE Canapian SecunaR UNION AT THE ANNUAL Con- 
vention, Friends and Fellow-workers: Prevented from 
being at your Convention by the search for secular wealth 

_ in the mountains of British Columbia, I send greeting to 
the friends assembled in council, and hope that the 
spirit of reason and of progress will inspire your deliber- 
ations and lead onward in the advancement of Liberal 
opinions. 

During the past year we hav witnessed at large most 

- encouraging signs of the evolution of Freethought. The 
general sentiment of civilized communities is steadily 
drifting away from orthodox religious beliefs, and heresy 
is even daring to lift its head inthe pulpit. A few preach- 
ers hay ventured to hint at some of the truths that Thomas 
Paine boldly declared a hundred years ago, and these 
glory in persecution as advanced thinkers. The agitation 
of the Sunday: opening of the World’s Fair has done much 
to educate the people, and we may reasonably claim that 
the principles of Secularism hav been more widely ac- 
cepted in consequence. . 

Among our greatest immediate causes for gratification 
hav been the successful tour of Mr. Ellis across the con- 
tinent, the sustaining of the issue of Secular Thought, 


-in the courts of this province. 


and the passage of the Oaths Laws by the Dominion Par- 
liament, : PORN 

Mr. Ellis has given a stimulus to Secular agitation in 
many places by his instructiv addresses; and aided by his 
talented daughter he hassent out every week by his jour- 
nal a valuable supply of information and argument that 
must hav had an effectiv influence upon the thoughts of 
its readers. f y 

Since the ist of July of this year it has been possible 
for any person who has consciextious scruples against 
taking oaths to make affirmation in all cases under con- 
trol of the laws of the Dominion. Itis desirable for the 
sake of influence that every Secularist should bear this in 
mind, and always refuse to take the oath, thus testifying 
against the superstition involved in that custom. 

Of future work I may say that we hope to.secure a 
change in the oaths laws of the province of Quebec. A 
commission is now engaged in the revision ‘of the statutes 
of Quebec, and I hav taken measures to secure the con- 
sideration of a change in the disgraceful edicts that at 
present disqualify Agnostics or Atheists from testifying 
Several circumstances 
that it is not prudent to mention just yet lead me to be- 
lieve that our énds will be quietly but effectivly gained, 
as was done in the case of the Dominion Parliament, with- 
out exciting the opposition of bigotry or the vested inter- 
ests of the clergy. When I assumed the presidency of 
the Secular Union I marked out this reform as the one to 
which I would devote my special efforts, and I am grati- 
fied to feel that my term of office has been signalized by 
the culmination of this long struggle, which so many 
earnest and faithful workers hav aided in the past, and 
which now inthe fullness of time brings one more trophy 
to the cause of Rationalism. 

We hope that Secular Thought may be upheld by 
worthy financial support, and that its sphere of usefulness 
may be enlarged. As the only professed Freethought 
paper in Canada, it ought to be sustained. The press is 
fast superseding in influence both the pulpit and the 
platform, and it is very desirable that our society, in con- 
nection with the paper, should secure the broadcast issue 
of judiciously selected tracts and pamphlets. A fund 
should be provided by which the free circulation of tracts 
upon'a given subject could be secured at an opportune 
time and place when public opinion and action might be 
influenced favorably thereby. A bureau of literature, 
under the direction of a small committee, might at com- 
parativly small cost circulate Liberal opinions through- 
out the country and affect more minds than could possibly 
be reached by any practicable system of lecturing. Sueb 
work as was done by Mr. John Helm in sendin” Mr. 
Allen Pringle’s admirable pamphlet upon ‘‘The Bible in 


the Schools” to every teacher in the Dominion ig an ex- 
ample of the sort of effort that the times:demand, and 
which should be taken up systematically. “Earnest Lib- 
erals in every town should be supplied periodically’ with 
matter for free distribution, besides making-.all possible’ 
uses of the mails to reach legislators and known persons 
of influence. I would like to see a fund raised for this 
purpose. . 

I should be glad to hear that some efforts are being 
made to invigorate the Toronto Society, and trust any 
plans put forward with that object will meet with your 
hearty codperation. All around us we see signs of the 
liberalization of thought and the secularization of action. 
Our only course isto persevere in contributing our efforts 
to the grand forces of the age, which through education 
in natural science and the laws of evolution are gradually 
emancipating the human mind from those beliefs in su- 
pernaturalism which hav hitherto held the human race in 
bondage to the altar and thethrone, I expect to be pres- 
ent at the International Congress of Freethought at Chi- 
cago in October, and will speak for the Canadian aspects 
of Secularism. . For some years I hav béen honored with 
the presidency of the Canadian Secular Union, and shall 
be pleased and proud to serve yet another year in:that 
capacity should it be the general desire ; but I feel it to 
be fitting that others should receive the recognition of 
their zeal and devotion by election to this office, and I 
shall be heartily in accord with any choice that the Con- 
vention may make. 

I remain, with cordial good wishes, 

Faithfully yours, Ropert O. ApAms, 

Kaslo, B. C., Aug. 18, 1898. 


At the conclusion of the address, the secretary 
gave a synopsis of the business which had been ac- 
complished during the past year, calling particular 
attention to the clauses in the recently passed act 
of the Dominion legislature by which anyone having 
“conscientious scruples ” against taking the oath in 
a court of justice or otherwise is allowed to affirm 
without being subjected to any inquisition as to his 
religious opinions. . 

The secretary then gave a short account of his 
lecturing tour in the spring of the year. 

Referring to the Sunday-car contest in Toronto, 
he said there were two well-marked features in it: 
the almost total abandonment by the intelligent 
ministers of the biblical argument in favor of the 
old-time Sabbath observance; and an emphatic 
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declaration by the workingmen that they were able 
and determined to look after their own inter ‘st 
without the intervention of the clericals. _ 

Of the matters to be brought before them, the 
establishment of a. burial club in connection with 
the Union was a very important one, and he hoped 
it would be discussed and some plan adopted. 

An effort would, if possible, be made to establish. 
a Sunday-school during the next season; and the 
secrétary read.an item from Sweden, recording the 
fact that the:Sunday-school attached to the Stock- 
helm Freethought Society had fifty-seven children 


attending regularly, to show how backward Cana- 


dian Secularists were. ` 

‘ After some little discussion on various matters 
mentioned in the report, the chairman called for the 
next order of business, and the letters-were read by 
‘the secretary from various friends who could not at- 


tend.. ; N 
The following committees were then. appointed : 
On- Resolutions: Messrs. Kendall, Armstrong, 

Lockie, and Ellis. 


‘On Secular Thought and Propagandism: Messrs. 


Lockie, Middleton, Wilson, Risser, W. C. Hay, and 
Elis: 

The Convention then adjourned. 

as SUNDAY MORNING. 

At the meeting-of the Convention on Sunday 
morning, Mr. J. Lockie was elected tothe chair, and 
at once called for nominations for the office of 
president. Capt. R. C. Adams, of Montreal, was 
redlected by acclamation, as were also the retiring 
secretary and treasurer. After several nominations 
had been made for members of the executiv com- 
mittee, it was moved and seconded that the whole 
of the executiv committee be reélected. This was 
carried unanimously. The present staff of officers is 
therefore as follows: President, Capt. Robert C. 
Adams, Montreal; secretary, J. Spencer Ellis, To- 
ronto; treasurer, A. Earsman, Toronto; executiv 
committee, Messrs. George Martin, Montreal; W. 
Macdonnell, Lindsay; J. Lockie, Waterloo; A. Roe, 


Wingham; E. Duval, Hamilton; and J. Taylor, J. llong before Toronto people would be able to ride 


A. Risser, F. Armstrong, and E. J. Kendall, of 
Toronto. l 
The secretary then reported the following reso- 
lutions from the committee on resolutions, and the 
chairman put them to the meeting : 2 


Resolved, That this Convention, while:regretting the: 


unavoidable absence of its worthy president in the West; 
desires to thank him for his able address; for the con-. 


tinued energy and ability he has displayed in: fulfilling: 


the duties of his office, and for the exertions he has made 
in favor of a liberal improvement in the law as to the 
taking of oaths; and, while congratulating him upon the 


‘success already attained, as shown by the clauses em- 


bodied in the Dominion statutes, hopes that he may be 
enabled to continue those efforts until the statute-book of 
Quebec also is relieved of this objectionable trace of. a 
barbarous superstition. The Convention ‘trusts he may 
for many years to come be enabléd -to carry at its head 


‘the flag of freedom and progress. 


Resolved. That this Union desires, through the me- 
dium of its late respected and eminent leader, Mr. Charles 
Watts, to convey to its fellow-workers in the Liberal 
cause in England its great appreciation of the efforts 
made during the past year by their able army of advo- 
cates headed by Mr. G. W. Foote, Mr. G. J. Holyoake, 
and Mr. Charles Watts, and trusts soon to hear of the 
completion of the arrangements being made to establish 
the headquarters of English Freethought in London on 
a grand and permanent foundation. 


The resolutions were carried unanimously. 
‘Mr. G. W. Hay then gave some interesting rem- 


‘iniscences of his experience with ministers and 


others in propagandist work. He urged the neces- 
sity of more care being taken in the training of the 
minds of children in Liberal ideas. As showin 
the .deeply rooted bigotry of some Christians, he 
recalled a case where he had acted as chairman at a 
teetotal meeting. The next morning, at a meeting 
of ladies, it was suggested that the floor should be 
scrubbed where he had stood. 
’ Mr. Middleton spoke of the late Sunday-car con- 
test; and, said the World deserved the support of 
all Liberals for the stand it had taken, notwith- 
standing they might not approve its politics. 

Mr. Moffatt, of Orillia, thought it would not be 


‘ministers he knew were heavily insured. 


on cars on Sunday, and he hoped country people 
would be able to come into town as freely on Sun- 
day as on other days. He had seen a great change 
in public sentiment during recent years. Formerly 
he had met ‘much opposition; but he had ‘been 
lately elected to office, though he had been opposed 
on the ground of his Infidelity, and to-day: many 


of his former opponents were very friendly ‘with 


Mr. James Wilson, of Attwood, said it was un- 
doubtedly the fact that public opinion was becom- 
ing more liberal. He was once a leader in the 
church. When he left the church, a petition was 


‘signed by a large number to prevent his acting 


elsewhere; but when it came tothe heads of the 
church, who knew him intimately, they refused to 
sign it. 

Mr. Lockie said he had the honor of being pub- 
licly prayed for in the churches; but, strange to 
say, both those churches—one on each side of his 
house—had been struck by lightning, while his 
house had escaped. Mr. Hodgins suggested that 
that might be due to the fact that Mr. Lockie paid 
his taxes. Mr. Moffatt thought all the churches, 
notwithstanding their profession of faith in divine 
providence, took occasion to insure, and all the 
He 
thought a great need among Freethinkers was 
more social intercourse. 

Mr. Ellis suggested that next year the Conven- 
tion should open with a banquet, which would per- 
haps be one means of helping to attain this end. 

Mr. Stewart recalled a convention of thirty years 
ago in Scotland. There were a dozen of them, and 
everyone of them had been imprisoned for thirty 
days for lending Paine’s “ Age of Reason.” 

Mr. Middleton spoke of the increasing liberalism 
of the parsons. A year ago he had induced Rev. Mr. 
Johnson, of Lindsay, who had been a Sunday-observ- 
ance fanatic, to read Mr. Macdonnell’s “ Day of Rest,” 
and he had not said a word about Sunday since. 


FOUR HUNDRED YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT 


Some of the World’s Freethinkers who lived and labored, and some of them died, that we of to-day may exist without fear of the dungeon and the rack. 
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SUNDAY AFTERNOON. 

Soon after 2 o'clock, Mr. J. Lockie again took the 
chair and called upon Mr. Lemay, Toronto, to read 
the paper which was the first in order on the program, 
“ Religion in the Province of Quebec.” At the con- 
clusion of the paper, which was received with many 
marks of approval, Mr. Stewart gave some of his ex- 
periences with the Canadian Institute.. Mr. G. W. 
Hay said there was no question that Quebec was the 
most priest-ridden country in the world. Mr. Ellis 
spoke of the recent contest between the Canada 
Revue and the clergy, and thought Ontario Secu. 
larists should aid the Quebec .Liberals whenever 
possible. Mr. Moffat said it was a fact that, when- 
ever Catholics left the church they almost invariably 
became Freethinkers. 

The chairman then called upon Miss Hepburn to 
read her paper upon “The Position of Woman,” 
which was received with frequent applause. 

The chairman then called on Mr. Denton to read 
his paper on the formation of a burial society. 

' . The secretary moved that a committee be ap- 
pointed to take the matter in hand and carry it out 
-—the committee to consist of Messrs. Risser, Arm- 
strong, Denton, Taylor, J. S. Ellis, McClemont, 
and Densmore. The motion was carried. 
| Mr. Watts then gave a brief address, comprising 
a short sketch of the history of Secularism in 
England and its present aspect; and he delivered a 
message of greeting from Mr. G. W. Foote and Mr. 
G. J. Holyoake, both of whom regretted their 
inability to be present at the Convention. 

After some further discussion, in which Messrs. 
Hay, Ellis, Burnell, Watts, Hepburn, and the chair- 
man took part, the meeting adjourned until 7 p.m. at 
the Academy of Music. 

The audience began to arrive at the doors of the 
Academy of Music before 7 o’clcck, and at that 
time there was a considerable crowd waiting for the 
doors to open. When Mr. Watts walked on to the 
stage, accompanied by Mr. Lockie (who had been 
appointed chairman), the auditorium was well filled, 
and many who arrived late could find only standing 
room. Mr. Watts’s lecture was received by the im- 
mense audience with all the old-time enthusiasm. 


Official Program of International Congress. 


THE CONGRESS MEETS AT 517 WEST MADISON STREET, 
CHICAGO, COMMENCING SUNDAY, OCTOBER 1ST, ENDING 
SUNDAY, OCTOBER BTE. 


Sunday, October ist.—Morning Session, 10 a.m. 


Presiding officer, Judge Waite. 
1, Pianoforte Selection by Jobn J. J. Remsburg. 


2. Address of welcome by the Chairman. 
3. es es s ‘© Samuel P. Putnam. 

4. se t “© . Robert C. Adams. 

5. rs «  « (in German) by Jens L. Chris- 
ensen, president German Turn- Verein. 

6. Appointment of committees. 

. Afternoon Session, 3 P.M. 
Presiding officer, Capt. R. C. Adams. 
1. Selection by the Edelweiss Zither Club. 
2. Address (in German) by Hermann Boppe, editor 


Milwaukee Freidenker, *‘Die Moral der Republican- , 


ischen Weltanechauing.” 
8. Selection by ae Turner Singing Society. ~ 
Pers Address by T. Wakeman, ‘‘ Christianity and 
fter. 


5. Address (in German) by Jens Li. Christensén, “The 


Cross and the Crown.” 
Evening Session. 7 P.M. 
Presiding officer, Samuel P. Putnam. 
. Selection by the Edelweiss Zither Club. 
. Address by John E. Remsburg, ‘‘ Jesus Christ.” 
. Address by L. K. Washburn. 
. Selection by German Turner Singing Society. 
Address by John R. Charlesworth, ‘‘ Freethought— 
What it Implies, Its Power and Results.” 
6. Address by Charles Watts. 
Monday, October 2d.—Morning Session, 10 a.m. - 
Presiding officer, Judge Waite. 
. Reports of committeds— standing or special. 
. Secretary’s report of progress. 
. Reception of foreign ona mea 
. Pianoforte Selection by John J. I. Remsburg. 
. Address by Harry Hoover. 
Afternoon Session, 3 P.M. 
Presiding officer, Judge Waite. 
1. Pianoforte Selection by John J. I. Remsburg.- 
.2, Address by W. S. Bell, “The Conflict Between 
Christianity and Civilization. ” 
8. Address by J. H. Burnham, ‘The Love and Wor- 
ship of the Christian’s God.” 
4, Address by J. D. Shaw. 
No Evening Session. 
Tuesday, October 3d—Morning Session, 10 a m. 
Presiding officer, Samuel P. Putnam. 
1. Reports of c mumittees, standing or special. 
2. Reports of officers of the Fr eethought Federation of 
America. 
3. Nomination and election o! officers, 
4, Address by president-elect. 


Afternoon Session—3 P.M. 
Presiding officer, Samuel P. Putnam. 

1, Secretary’s report of progress. 

2. Pianoforte selection by John J. I. Remsburg. 

3 Address by Franklin Steiner, ‘‘ The Church and 
Freethought.” 

4. Discussion of ways and means to promote the inter- 
ests of the cause. Introductory paper by Thaddeus B. 
Wakeman. 


CUP OD DEE 
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Evening Session, 7 p.m. 
Presiding officer. Capt. Robert C. Adams. 
1. Selection by the Edelweiss Zither Club. 
2. Address (in Bohemian) by Frank B. Ydrubek. 
3. Selection by Bohemian Orchestra. 
4, Address (in English) by J. J. Kral. 


ue Address by Samuel P. Putnam, ‘‘ The Rights of 
an,’ 

6. Selection by Pok rian Orchestra, 

7. Address by E. A . Stevens, ‘‘The Real and Lasting 
Religion of Man.” 

WOMAN’S DAY. 

Wednesday, October 4th — Morning Session, 10 a M, 

1. Address by pronidini omor. 

2. Pianoforte selection by a Friend. 

8. Address by Lillie D. White, “ The’ 
Woman.” 

4. Address by Mattie P. Krekel, Individuality aBa 
Factor in the Progress of Humanity.” 

5. Address by Sarah E. Ames. - 

Afternoon Session, 3 P.M. 

1. Address by presiding officer. 

2. Pianoforte selection by a Friend. 

8. Address by Katie Kehm Smith, ‘‘ The Necessity. for 
Agegressivness on the Part of Liberals,” 

4, Discussion on ‘‘Woman’s Relation to Advanced 
Thought.” Introductory paper by Dr. Juliet H. Sever- 
ance, 


Coming 


Evening Session, 7 P.M. 

1. Pianoforte selection by a Friend. 

2. Address by Voltairine de Cleyre, ‘* Mary Wolstone- 
craft, the Apostle of Woman’s Freedom.” 

3. Address by Mrs. M. A. Freeman, ‘‘ Woman’s Day.” 

4, Selection by the Edelweiss Zither Club. 

5. Address by Susan H. Wixon, ‘‘ Progress of Woman 
for Four Centuries,” 

6. Selection by the Edelweiss Zither Club. 

7. Address by Addie L. Ballou, of San Francisco. 
Thursday, October 5th.—Morning Session, 10 A.M. 
Presiding officer, Judge C. B. Waite. 

1. Reports of Se epee ar ending or special. 
2. Reports of officers of American Secular Union. 
8. Nomination and election of officers. : 
4 Address by the president-elect. È 
5. Address by Dr. ©. W. Mak,:‘‘Freethought and 
Phrenology.” f 
Afternoon Session, 3 P.M. at 
Presiding officer, Capt. Robt. ©. Adams, 
. Pianoforte selection by John J. I. Remsburg. 
Address by Judge S B. Waite. 
. Address by Dr. J. L. York, ‘‘ The New Faith.” 
. Address by J. D. Shaw. 
Evening Session, Y P.M; 
Presiding officer, Judge C. B.. Waite. 
1. Pianoforte selection by John J. I. Remsburg. 
2. Address by Dr. Paul Carus. 
3. Address (in English) by Isaac A. Hourwich, of Rus- 
a. 
4. 


L. Address (in Polish) by Madam Josephine Kodis 
(graduate from the University of Zurich). 

5. Pianof rte selection by John J I. Remsburg. 

6. Address by Capt. Robert C. Adams. 

7. Address by Clarence 8S. Darrow. 

Friday, October 6th. 

Delegates will assemble at the hall at 10 4.m., and pro- 

ceed from there to the World's Fair ina body. | 
Saturday, October 7th. 

Delegates will meet by appointment, and will be aovi 
the various places of interest in and ‘around the city of 
Chicago. Grand banquet commencing at 7:30 P.M. 


He 09 0 m 
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Sunday, October 8th. 
There will be sessions during the day, at which ad- 
dresses will be delivered upon various Freethought topics 
by all the lecturers in turn. 


Four Hundred Years of Freethought. 

I find it impossible to print the large number of 
letters I now receive from friends cooperating for 
the support of this enterprise. 
Holyoake and Saladin from over the waters send 
their good word. . There are now over three hun- 
dred and thirty subscriptions to the book—but the 
more the better. The following I hav the pleasure 
of adding to the list: 


B. A Curtis. Gust. E. Kreuzke., 
W. Dosse. Philip Pierce. 

- W. Coldbeck. Elnora J. Taylor. 
Robert Thorne. Wesley Miller. 
Isaac H. Watson. . L. Fowler. - 
Henry Luken. Addison Ellesworth. 
I. -M. Beck, Sr. GQ. W. Whittemore. 


J. M. Jackson. 

‘Richard Hazleton. 
Dominique Soldine. 

` Frank Flitner. : 
Johu Hudson Llewellyn. 
John L. Moore. 


Jas. McGinnis. 
Lucy N. Colman. 
Frank H. Nicoles. 
H. L. Moffit. 
Isadore Goulette. 
Isadore Caron. 


John Leitch, D. Crine. 

Geo. N. Adams. J. J. McCabe. 

Q. M. Gates. H. Wettstein (2 copies). 

E, Wickersham. A. W. Nelson. 

Josiah Bivans, _ Ole Eidem 

Emanuel dos Santos. ° Dr. W. Bottsford (5 copies). 
H. P. Anderson. Alex. Risk. 


Wm. Slater Mowry. - O. Child (5 copies). 


W. J. Dean. Henry Bird (5 copies). 
Daniel Crosby. J. S Thurston. 
Philip H. Fitzgerald. W. A. Griswold. 

R, J. Moffat. Geo, Adams, 


Mrs. Sarah J. Metzler. H. L. Lindeleof. 


Samvrt P. Pornam. 
ee 
Items of Foreign News Interesting to Free- 
thinkers. 
La Antorcha del Libre Pensamierito is the name 
of a new-born Freethought journal in Havana, Cuba. 
We send our fraternal greeting and best wishes. 


George Jacob 


The editor of Æl Progreso, the Spanish Free- 
thought monthly published in New York city, and 
the editors of Las Dominicales, of Madrid, hav been 
excommunicated and their respectiv journals put on 
the black list by the bishop of Popayán, Columbia. 
Both journals are in a prosperous state as yet. 

~ — 


‘But It Was Premature Rolling. 


Joseph Cook says that when the news came to him of 
the closing of the World’s Fair gates on Sunday he went 
out on the Dakota prairie and rolled for joy, r. Cook 
says the victory ‘‘illustrates the value of a vertebrate 
Christianity as opposed to a lax, moluscan Liberalism.” 
—Michigan Christian Advocate. 


Friends of freedom, how do you like it? Is 
there nöt need of union? Is the Freethought 
Federation in vain? i ; 


Once more unto the breach, dear friends, once more; 
Or close up the wall with our Freethought dead. 


Ridiculous Bigotry at the Fair. 
From the Detroit Evening News. 


Afterall, the liberalizing tendencies of the World’s Fair 
in the vay of religious presentations does not extend to 
the Freethinkers, who hav been denied the useof the hall 
in which the religious congresses are being held in Chi- 
cago. It would seem that where every phase of thought 
on the end of man and the means of attaining it, from de- 
votion to the tenets of Roman Catholicism to the worship 
of idols or the wrapping of one’s self up in the dreamy 
philosophies of the East, was permitted, there should hav 
been room for the presentation of the opinions of people 
who hav no belief in these systems, but who hay on the 
contrary.some reasons of their own for disbelief in all of 
them. The contention of President Bonney, who runs 
‘the religious sideshow of the Fair, that he does not pro- 
pose to allow any set of people who will criticise the church 

r drag the name of the creator in the mire, is petty. The 
church has been given some pretty hard raps in the con- 
gresses already held, and for its own good, by its own 
friends in many cases. To presume that the Freethinkers, 
who probably hav as many persons of a philosophic turn 
and of exact expression in their ranks as any of the other 
schools, cannot hold a congress without being offensiv to 
those who hold to one or the other forms of belief in the 
creator is ridiculous. It would hav been just as fair to 
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hav indulged in the same presumption about any one of 
the other bodies which applied for the use of the World’s 
auxiliary facilities. f 


Churchly Purpose and Pertormance. 


Sheriff Whitcomb, of Berrien Springs. Mich., has noti- 
fied the butchers, the bakers and restaurants, candy and 
cigar stands, drug stores, and ali the other business places 
that they must keep closed doors Sundays hereafter. 


The London Star says that the good Christians of the 
Isle of Skye amuse themselys and serv the cause of God 
by throwing bricks at tourists who take views there on 
Sunday. Well, in Boston, United States of America, 
photographic galleries are closed on Sunday by the po- 
lice in enforcement of law. l : 


On August 26th the members of the Muncie, Ind., base- 
ball team were again arrested for desecration of the Svb- 
bath. The Sunday previous the team played a game with 
Alexandria. To evade the law no admission fee was 
charged, but those who went into the grand stand were 
charged twenty-five cents. By this assessment the Min- 
isterial Association alleges that the law was violated. 


The retail grocers of Kansas City hav decided to close 
their places of business on Sunday, after October 1st. 
Says the Christian Statesman. ‘Those who open their 
stores on Sunday after that date will be prosecuted. This 
was decided by the retail Grocers’ Association. The time 
was set five weeks in advance to giv the members a chance 
to secure the codperation of the butchers. Some of the 
grocers also conduct meat markets, and to protect them 
the grocers propose to close the meat markets also.” 


At the recent meeting of the New York Sabbath Asso- 
ciation it was ‘* Resolved, That we rejoice io and indorse 
thé decision of the Supreme Court of. the United States, 
on Feb. 29, 1892, that ‘this is a Christian nation.’ Re- 
solved, That we see in such contrary decisions as that of 
Judge Stein, of an inferior court, the necessity for put- 
ting the decision of the Supreme Court into our national _ 
Constitution that all our Christian institutions may hav 
an undeniable legal basis in our fundamental law. Fe- 
solved, That we rejoice in the World’s Fair Sabbath- 
closing law, and in the equally impressiv failure of Sun- 
day opening, and we urge that these great victories be 
vigorously followed up with state and local victories over 
Sunday papers, Sunday trains, and Sunday mails.” 


FOUR HUNDRED YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT 


Some of the World’s Freethinkers who lived and labored, and some of them died, that we of to-day may exist without fear of the dungeon aud the rack. 
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FOUR HUNDRED YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT, 


Some of the World’s Freethinkers who lived and labored, and some of them died, that we of to-day may exist without fear of the dungeon and ‘the rack. 


betters of Friends. 


It Will Kindle the Light. 
Stirzpr, Wis., Sept. 12, 1893. 
Mr. Eptror: Please find $5 to pay for 
_ Samuel P. Putnam’s ‘‘ Four Hundred 
Years of Freethought.” May it kindle 
the light of science and reason never 
more to be extinguished by Christian ig- 
norance and superstition. I wish the 
Freethinkers’ Congress a great success. 
My design is to be with you at the great 
Columbian Exhibition in Chicago. 
Truly for the cause of light and reason, 
Wm. A. GRISWOLD. 


Scatter The Freethought Seed. 
Cuarin Home, N. Y., Sept. 16, 1893. . 

Mr. Epiror: A friend in Camden, N. J., 
writes me that Taz TRUTH SEEKER I sent 
him has been distributed among friends in 
his vicinity, and has been read with a great 
deal of interest. I think you may soon 
expect some subscribers for tho paper. 
They are outspoken about the truth -your 
paper contains, 

Let all Liberals scatter the seed by 
the wayside, and it will yield fruit an 
hundredfold, All it wants is the people 
to read without superstition or bigotry. 
Then they will discover a rich mine open 
to them, where they will find reason and 
common sense, when no Salvation Army, 
with all their toot-horns and cymbals com- 
bined, could ever make a convict of Free- 
thought. S. R. THORNE. 


Pay the Dominies Off in Their Own 
Medicin. , 
New Cameria, Kan., Sept. 10, 293. 

Mr. Eprror: Itis well known that the 


in | 
| | 


0} 
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papers, at least to the extent of suppress- 
ing anything of a Liberal or Infidel char- 
acter, and at the same time claim the right 
to denounce the above doctrin most ve- 
hemently through the.same channel. 
Now, we do not believe in suppressing 
anybody, but in self-defense it is well 
enough sometimes to make these doctors 
take their own medicin, and the way to 
proceed is to go to the weak-kneed editor 
as I hay done and demand a hearing in self- 
defense; and if this is denied, then de- 
mand of the editor that he cease to giv the 
dominie a hearing without he will consent 


to a reply, and that of course he will not 
do, He would rather remain silent than 
to do anything that would be the cause of 
setting the people to thinking; so to this 
extent we can suppress them and make 
one grand stride forward by compelling 
the secular press to at least remain neutral. 
Joun W. Abbott. 


Battle Must be Fought Openly and 
Justly. . 
Warren, O., Sept. 13, 1893. 

Mr, Epiror: Herewith I again send you 
a year’s subscription. Am sorry that I 
could not send it sooner, but these are 
hard times to raise money, you know. At 
my age, when -the snows of four score 
years are fast approaching, and these 
made none the less tolerable by a term of 
service in the tented field, I feel that this 
may possibly be my last remittance for the 
paper that has so valiantly fought the bat- 
tles of progress. 

Its old battle for secularization of the 
schools begins to hav new adherents, but 
if our schools are to be saved from papal 
interference and perversion, the battle 
| will hav to be fought openly and justly, as 
: has been contended for by the Secularists. 


dominies dictate the course of the secular | Secret societies will only produce opposi- 
press, especially the local press or county i tion in kind. What we need is to make 


the schools purely secular, and stand by 
them on that line, if.it takes the last: man 
and last dollar. ; 

It would please me to do whatever’I can 
to help along the cause of: progress and 
humanity, and I wish suceess and pros- 
perity to the good old TRUTH SBREEKER, 
which has done so much and so well.. 

Very truly yours, Txos..Dovuatass. 


The Clergy Afraid of Ingersoll. 
Fort PREBBLE, ME., Sept. 9, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: After a long time without 
the good-cheer of THz TRUTH SEEKER, I 
inclose $4, for which send the paper tomy 
address for six months, and the following 
books: ‘‘ Force and Matter,” ‘‘ History of 
Religions,” and ‘‘Men, Women, and 
Gods.” 

When I wrote to Taz TRUTH SEEKER 
last I was in the priest-ridden city of At- 
lanta, Ga., at the time when the clergy of 
that city had their scare about Colonel In- 
gersoll coming to lecture. How the or- 
thodox pigmies did howl when it was made 
public that the colonel was coming, 
and well for them they did howl, for if 
such men as Ingersoll, Remsburg, and 
Putnam would only go down there they 
would cripple their profession and make it 


necessary for them to gain a livelihood by’ 


some other means than dispensing fire 
and brimstone to the poor, unfortunate 
beings who come under their. leprous 
voices. There are more than thirty-five 


churches (temples of superstition, I call’ 


them) in Atlanta, each one of them with a 

holy, pious sky-pilot quartered on its ad- 

herents, for no benefit. to the people, but 

for revenue for themselvs, ; 

Ido not kow how this city stands in 

orthodoxy, as I only arrived at this station 
two days ago. Yours for Freethought, 
SAMUEL B, PRIOR. 


‘million dollars each year. 


Official Taffy for Leo. __.. 
SHawano, Wis., Sept. 15, 1893. 
Mr. Eprtror: I think it was during the 
election campaign of last year that I read 
an article or speech in THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
by Mr. McCabe, of Albany, N. Y., the 
drift of which was to favor the election of 
Mr, Cleveland on the ground that he would 
not toady to the Roman Catholic church as 


.| much as Harrison had done, and would do 


again if reélected. While it isa sad fact 
that Mr. Harrison was more or less guilty 


‘of bowing to'Rome for promised or hoped~ 
for political influence, and made several 
‘disgraceful important appointments upon 


the sole ground of the appointees being 
Romanists, and upon the demands of 
Bishops Ireland and Gibbons, it.is also a 
well-known fact that he stood by Gen- 
eral Morgan, commissioner of Indian. af- 


‘fairs, in his correct policy not to allow the 


Catholic Bureau at Washington to exclu- 
sivly runthe Indian schools for the express. 
and exclusiv benefit of the Romish church, 
on public money, to the extent of half a. 
It is also well 
known that fidelity to General Morgan is. 
what consolidated the Roman church vote 
against Harrison for Cleveland, and elected ` 
him. The acts of Cleveland since March 
last are almost positiv proof that he was a 
party to a bargain to do as he has been do- 
ing, because, ifthe country has been watch- 
ing the appointments, it is plainly evident 
that Rome has got far more than her 
share of the spoils—not perhaps in so con- 
spicuous a way as Harrison’s appointment 
of Egan and Ryan, and lots of others, but 
they hav ‘‘got there” just the same all 
over the country in the desirable local 
snaps. And to cap the climax of Cleve- 
land’s shameful sycophancy, he insulted 
the American people by sending Pope Leo 
his taffy letter of congratulation upon.the 
occasion of Leo’s “jubilee,” which took 
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FOUR HUNDRED YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT. 


Some of the World's Freethinkers who ‘live? and labored, and some of them died, that we of 
A to day may exist without fear of the dungeon and the rack. 


S aN 
Moss Eng. Co, N,Y 


place a long time before Cleveland was 


. president! 


It is evident that Cleveland has entered 
‘into a secret understanding with the 
Roman octopus to become a candidate for 
president for a ‘‘ third term,” to break the 
record of Washington and all former pres- 

- ` idents, and that the Catholic vote is pledged 
to him for that event. But what I started 
in to do was to remind Mr, McCabe that, 
while he might hav had honest faith in his 
~ belief, it turns out that he was awfully mis- 
taken, which should warn all patriots to 
jook well after the candidates for office be- 
fore election, by open and specific pledges 
of where they stand on the Romish ques- 
tion, and this will naturally lead to a won- 

. derful growth of the American Protectiv 
Association, which the octopus hates and 
While office-hunters of all 
parties cater to the Romish vote and betray 


begins to fear. 


the people by obeying Rome after elected, 


there is no salvation for Americans but po- 
litical action, at the ballot-box, after tho 
manner of the American Protectiv Associ- 


. ation, W. S. Woop, 


Settled Down to Take The Truth 
Seeker. 

Cocoanut Grove, Fra., Aug. 30, 1893. 
Mr. Epitor: Please send me a copy of 
Tum TRUTH SEEKER for one year. I will 
inclose $3. It bas often been my fortune 
to meet with copies of your paper. I saw 
& great many while Mr. Bennett was on his 
trip around the world, and often since, and 
. my verdict every time was that it suited 
me the best of any paper I ever saw. But 
I was always pretty well loaded down with 
reading matter, having all that I could 
spare the money to pay for and the time to 
read, But I got one while at the World’s 


rate. 


to see it. 


writers of essays. 


est evil that ever cursed human beings, 
priestcraft. 

Now, just a word with regard to my out- 
ing. After staying herein Dade county, 
Florida, nineteen years, lessa month and a 
half, it was decided I was entitled to a va- 
cation, and a very pleasant vacation it was, 
meeting and spending considerable time 
with a brother and his family and a sister 
and her family that I had not seen for 
twenty-eight years. 
seen their families at all. I was glad to 
get back to beautiful, pleasant Biscayne 


Fair at Chicago, from which I hay just re- ' Bay and away from the heat of Northern 


turned after a little more than three months’ 
stay atthe breezy city. And letme say I 
almost fell in love with the place, the city 
as well as the Fair. As I was saying, I got 
one of your papers at the Fair, and it was 
so good that I decided I must try and 
make room for the paper one year at any 


I was particularly anxious to get a full 
account of the Freethinkers’ Convention. 
How glad I would be if I could hav stayed 


I was particularly interested in the relig- 
ious conventions assembling at Chicago. 
But I soon discerned they do not represent 
the best thoughts of the world untram- 
meled. They represent principally the 
clique or committee that selected the 
It was very apparent 
that in theological matters they were run- 
ning in a very narrow groove, but the 
problem was solved when I learned from 
Tun TRUTH SEEKER of June 24th that they 
would not permit an attack on any estab- 
lished religion. Whatatransparent sham, 
to call a congress of the world and decide 
before it meets to discuss methods and 
ways and means to promote the welfare of 
mankind, that it must not attack the great- 


In fact, I had never. 
poor laboring men who cannot. 


trade by taking such a stand. He thinks 


93. 
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cities. It may surprise some Northern 
people to hear that it is cooler here in 
summer than in the North, but it is true, 
nevertheless. 

In the nineteen years that I hav been 
here I never saw the thermometer above 
ninety-three degrees in the shade, and very 
seldom up to ninety degrees. 

Hoping a great many of our Northern 
Liberal friends may find the climate and 

he people here pleasant and congenial, I 
am, with best wishes, 


Yours truly, SAMUEL RHODES. 


The Clergy Oppose Every Good Thing. 
ADEL, Ia., Sept. 6, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: The fact that the clergy 
are opposing the opening of the World’s 
Fair so strenuously is not to be wondered 
at, because history demonstrates that the 
church has undertaken to dabble into 
everything since its organization. Start- 
ing with the advent of Christ, they began 
opposing him. Their opposition con- 
tinued until they caused his crucifixion. 


‘| Now, what spirit of religion could hav 


possibly caused this? 
` Finally, after the sect known as Chris- 
tians grew powerful and overcame the 
pagans in war,. they made Constantine 
the Great emperor. A more inhuman 
wretch never existed. He murdered his 
near relativs, and committed crimes too 
numerous to mention. Was it religion 
that promoted such acts? I rather think 
not; more likely the devil, ii there is such 
a thing. ` 

_ Peter the Hermit went all over Europe, 
preaching the Crusades. Why? Did he 
do it because of any religious feeling? 
No. He did it simply to be revenged for 
imaginary insults to himself. What re- 
ligious sentiment prompted him to do 
this? Only think of the many millions 
who perished in the Crusades. A horrible 
religion, a more horrible clergy. 

When the Reformation began, John 
Huss was burnt at the stake, not because 
of any religious feeling for him, but to 
demonstrate to'the world that it was un- 
safe to oppose the church. What is to be 
expected from such an element? -If they 
would burn John Huss, would they not 
oppose the World’s Fair? 

Next followed the execution of the 

martyrs of Brussells at Brussells. There 
the preachers danced around those burn- 
ing boys for a long time. Is it to be 
wondered at that the same element should 
oppose the World’s Fair opening on Sun- 
day? . 
At Metz, a short time after, the preach- 
ers executed La Cleric. They first 
sawed off his legs, they sawed off his arms, 
they cut out his tongue, cut off his nipples, 
dug out his eyes, and afterwards placed a 
red-hot iron around his head. They then 
threw him on a heap of burning fagots. 
What religion would tolerate such damna- 
ble deeds? 

In Scotland the people became so thor- 
oughly imbued with a religious senti- 
ment that they gave all their lands and 
their chattels to the preachers during the 
eleventh century. As a consequence, the 
‘preachers became so arrogant, that the 
people were compelled to appeal to Rome. 
The pope replied that he was powerless 
to do anything for them. The result was 
that the people rebelled. Ifthe preachers 
were successful in having the World’s 
Fair closed on the Sabbath, they no doubt 
would want visitors to contribute some- 
thing to the church before entering. 
There is no religion in that. . 

During the seventeenth century Jeffries 
made a trip down in West England. He 
caused to be hung over three thousand 
of England’s most worthy citizens. Yet 
he claimed to be a good Christian. It is 
said to hav been the most bloody act ever 
perpetrated by a person claiming to dis- 
tribute justice. If there is such a place 
as hell, Jeffries is there, Yet it was 
done under the guise of religion; so is 
the opposition to the Sunday opening of 
the World’s Fair. 

It is stated upon good authority that 
Ex-Secretary Wanamaker wants the 
church to boycott the Fair if it opens on 
Sunday. I always thought Wanamaker 
was an old hog. Now Iknow it. He can 
afford it, but he has no feeling for the 


Wanamaker’s object is to get the church 


‘other men too liberal-minded to resort to 


such methods, 

If the church resorts tosuch methods, I 
say other people, who do not belong to 
the church, ought to take like measures. 

M. J, RUSSELL. 


Catholies Arming. 
Mitwavuxreur, Wis, Aug. 5, 1898. 

Mr. Eprror: I think you ought to know 
what I am about to write, viz.: On Au- 
gust 1st I had business at Bay View, a 
suburb of this city, and the first man I 
spoke with there complained of the hard 
times, etc., and he told me that the Roman 
Catholic priests were holding secret meet- 
ings and drilling every day; that the Cath- 
olic churches were filled with arms and 
ammunition; that they had tried to keep 
their members from doing any trading at 
Protestant stores; that just before the last 
election they had a lot of tickets printed. 
On the Democratic ticket was Cleveland, 
pictured as an angel, in the act of going to 
heaven. On the Republican ticket was 
Harrison, pictured in the form of a devil. 
The priests forbade their members voting 
for him, but they must vote for the angel. 
Not long ago there were several boxes 
shipped here to the priests, and marked, 
‘Old wine, from the old country.” In 
taking them from the cars one was burst 
open, and it was filled with firearms. 
(Queer Bibles to be sent to the house of 
God.) They were moved to the church in 
the night, and they hav plenty of arms 
and ammunition in the Catholic churchey 
all over the country. Another young man 
told me he was going to geta gun and 
carry it for self-defense. From there J 
went to Cuddaby. A Protestant told me 
there that the Catholic church was filled 
with arms and ammunition, and the priests 
were holding secret meetings and drilling 
every day, and about the 15th of Septem- 
ber intended to make the grand rush, and 
at the dead of night, when every innocent 
Protestant was asleep, burn and slaughter 
every one who opposed them. 

How is that for Christians? No need of 
trying to get information from an alder- 
man or mayor, for in the majority of cases 
they were put there by the Irish Catholic 
vote. 

There are Catholics all around me, and 
I do not want my name published, as it 
would seal my fate; but I hav given you 
facts, not fables. Things are getting se- 
rious. 

On Saturday, August 5th, there was a 
funeral here at the Catholic cemetery. 
The young priest, on his way back to the 
church, met two young ladies, and induced 
them to go back to the church with him 
and he would giv them some nice pictures 
for their books. They entered the church 
with him, when he locked the door and 
they were his prisoners; he commenced his 
advances toward them. When they knew 
what his object was, they wanted to be let 
out, and said they would tell their father 
if he did not let them go. But he would 
not until he made them promis not to tell 
their father. Then he unlocked the door, 
and they went right home and told their 
older sister, who told the father, who 
straightway got out a warrant and had 
him arrested. His trial came off the next 
Monday, and the justice let him go. He 
straightway packed his grip and left the 
country. 

As near as can be learned, Uncle Samuel 
is feeding and clothing a traitor at the 
Soldiers’ Home, near Milwaukee. The 
priest pays him, I understand, $15 per 
month for drilling a company of young 
Catholics in the manual of arms. 

Now, Mr. Editor, if these facts are real- 
ized, if the true Americans don’t clean 
them out root and branch from this conti- 
nent, and then immediately enact such 
stringent laws that not one of the traitors 
will ever be allowed to set foot upon our 
free soil again, then they ought to suffer, 
History points to the truth of their great 
aim, and if a lesson cannot be learned 
from past events, what use is experience? 

The people are also aroused on this sub- 
ject at Lincoln, Neb., and hav written the 
governor fora means of defense, but he 
only replied there is no danger. It is al- 
ways so—no danger until the enemy is 
upon us. Then what can we do? Noth- 
ing but an unconditional surrender to a 
‘t Dago” pope. Arouse the people in time. 

Hoping this time this may reach you 
safely, I remain truly yours, ; 

An OLD RESIDENT, 
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Qorner. 


Ghildren’ s 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wixon, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communica- 
tions for this Corner should be sent. 


“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night Is-beginning to lower, 
Comes & pause in the day's occupations 
That is known as the Obildren’s Hour.” 


Aunt Avis. 


Auzxt Avis once was young and fair 
With rosy cheeks and soft brown hair; 
Her voice was tender, sweet, and low 
As murmuring brooklet’s gentle flow, 


In time came suitora her to woo, : 
With words of hope and promise true; 
From all she chose the soldier brave, 
And unto him her whole heart gave. 


In fondest trust they then were wed, 
“For better,” and not * worse,” he said. 

And then began her days of joy, 

Brimful of love without alloy. 


And Avis felt her bliss complete, 
Of heaven sure a foretaste sweet, 
When babies two came her to bless, 
With wealth of precious happiness. 


One morn the husband, smiling, said, 
As to the door his horse he led, 

“ Dear wife, I go to mill to-day, 
But not long shallI be away.” 


He kissed the babies, face and feet, 
** Good-bye,” he said, ‘my darlings three, 
And keep the supper warm for me,” 


Aunt Avis watched him ride away. 

Her fair young husband bright and gay, 
Then, cheerily to her work she turned, 
With spinning flax all day concerned, 


At length ’twas time for him to come, 
He who e'er msde the light of home; 
Aunt Avis laid her work away, 

Wond ring why he should solong stay, 


She watched the shadows slanting west, 
And rocked her babies to their rest. 

No supper would she touch till he, 

Her husband dear, with her should be, 


But daylight into twilight crept, 
Till night upon earth’s bosom slept, 
And still, she waited there alone, 
Waited the coming of her own. 


` ‘Ten—leven—twelve !—the midnight hour 
Wrapped in its darkness leaf and flower; 
Anxious she listened at tbe dour, 
For ne’er had he so staid before. 


That night, and many nights the same, 
She watched for one who never came; 
Listening, waiting, night and day, 

Till youth and beauty fled away. 


O, what suspense, and doubt, and dread! 
Was he alive, or was he dead? 

For since that morn that dawned serene, 
Horse, or rider, was never seen, 


One babe soon vanished from the earth; 
The other in young manhood's worth, 
Passed suddenly to dreamless sleep, 
And jeft her all alone to weep. 


With her to labor was to pray; 

With earnest work she wreathed each day; 
And every night through shadows dim, 
She kept the supper warm for him, 


She waited still with hopes and fears, 
‘Through the mists of seventy years, 
‘Till patience, industry, and thrift, 

In gloomy cloud made shining rift. 


“To sit and think,” she said, would kill. 
But work bids storms of grief be still.” 
And though her heart was sad and sore, 
She toiled till wealth came to her door; 


With it, she many comforts gave, 

And some from sin her hands did save; 
And good deeds, to young and old, 
Returned in love a thousand fold. 


: Pure, and more pure grew her sweet face, 
Saintly, in tender, holy grace 
Until she entered into rest, 
By ninety years crowned and caressed. 


O woman’s love and woman’s trust! 
Faithful, till dust doth enter dust! 
If blessing wait beyond the pall, 
Aunt Avis, thou deserv’st them all. 
—From the Story Hour, 


Feast the Eye. 


The rainbow comes and goes, 
And lovely is the rose. 
— Wordsworth. 


We all enjoy a feast of good things—to 
eat what tastes good to us; to please the 
palate and delight the appetite. 

But almost as sweet is it to feast the eye 
—to see the beautiful thingsnature spreads 
around us. Each tiny blade of grass or 
green leaf has a thousand beauties if we 
study it carefully. The smallest flower 
that blooms is perfect in loveliness. 

The flitting clouds, the rippling streams, 
the breezy hills, and cool, green meadows 
each and all hav their charms and their 
sweetness. 


termined to find the good, the true, and 
the beautiful, we shall discover it in abun- 
dance. But if we seek flaws, thorns, and 
imperfections, they will thrust themselvs 
before us. I often think of the‘old lady 
who made ita point to find dust and dirt 
in the houses of her friends. She would 
drop the ball of yarn so as to turn.up the 
edges of the carpet and see if there was not 
dust or dirt hidden there, and of course 
seldom failed of finding some. 

But think you not she would hav been 
far happier had she sought cleanliness, 
beauty, sweetness, and light? 

_ We become what we mst love and ad- 
mire. We daily make ourselvs through 
our thoughts, our words, and our deeds. 

We ‘‘grow pure by being purely shone 
upon.” Hence it is we should cultivate 
the taste, aud feast the eye. 


Aunt Evmina. 
pap 


Tongue-Fwisters. 
Say These Over Fast and Hear Your 
Friends Langh. 

Read the following aloud, repeating the 
shorter ones quickly half a dozen times in 
succession: 

Six thick thistle sticks. 

Flesh of freshly fried flying-fish. 

. The sea ceaseth and it sufficeth us. 

` High roller, low roller, lower roller. 

A box of mixed biscuits, a mixed biscuit 
box. 

Strict strong Stephen Stringer snared 
slickly six sickly silky snakes. 

Swan swam over the sea; swim, swan, 
swim; swan swam back again; well swum, 
swan. 

It isa shame, Sam, these are the same, 
Sam. ’Tis all a sham, Sam, and ashame it 
is to sham so, Sam. _ 

A growing gleam glowing green. 

The bleak breeze blighted the bright 
broom blossom. 

Susan shineth shoes and socks; socks and 
shoes shine Susan. She ceaseth shining 
shoes and socks, for shoes and socks shock 
Susan, 

Robert Rowley rolled around roll; round 
a round roll Robert Rowley rolled round; 
where rolled the round roll Robert Rowley 
rolled round. 

Oliver Oglethorpe ogled an. owl and 
oyster. Did Oliver Oglethorpe ogle an 
owl and an oyster? If Oliver Ogletherpe 
ogled an owl and oyster, where are the 
owl and oyster Oliver Oglethorpe ogled? 

Hobbs meet Snobbs and Nobbs. Hobbs 
bobs to Snobbs and Nobbs. Hobbs nobs 
with Snobbs and robs Nobbs’ fob. ‘* That 
is,” says Nobbs, ‘‘ the worse for Hobbs’ 
jobs,” and Snobbs sobs. 

Sammy Shoesmith saw a shrieking song- 
ster. Did Sammy Shoesmith see a shriek- 
ing songster? If Sammy Shoesmith saw a 
shrieking songster, where is the shrieking 
songster Sammy Shoesmith saw? 

I went into the garden to gather some 
blades, and there I saw two sweet pretty 
babes. Ah, babes, is that you, babes, 
braiding blades, babes! If you braid any 
blades at all, babes, braid broad blades, or 
braid no blades at all, babes. 

. You snuff shop snuff, I snuff box snuff, 


sem 
Correspondence. 


Fort FAIRFIELD, ME., Sept. 8, 1893. 

Dear Miss Wrxon: My papa takes THE 
TRUTH SEEKER. I am eight years old, and 
I livon a farm. We hav seven kittens; 
Dotty, Snowball, and Lillie—the rest I 
havn’t named yet. My papa and mamma 
are Freethinkers. One brother is away, 
and one brother is in Mississippi, and my 
father’s brother is in Minnesota. So 
good-bye. From your Liberal friend, ` 
Erset Grant. 


Seience. 


Our Kid Gloves. 


The fact is we do not many of us own a 
pair of kid gloves, although we think we 
do, and we buy what we are told are 
really kid gloves. But there are very 
few real kid gloves in the market. How 
can there be, when in the whole known 
world there are such a small number of 
goats, comparativly speaking? Goats do 
not and cannot begin to supply the de- 
mand for gloves. What then? Well, the 
skins of young lambs must furnish a sub- 
stitute, and your lovely kid gloves are, 


s: Seek and ye sball find.” ‘We usually | nine times out of ten, made from the skin 


find what we look for. If we start out de- 


of the little lamb. A lady said, ‘‘I always 


wear kid gloves.” She probably never 
wore a genuine kid glove in her life. 

The process of preparing a glove of lamb- 
skin which passes for kid is quite interest- 
ing. The skins are taken to the manu- 
factory and immediately dumped into 
large tubs or tanks. These tanks are 
filled with the yelks of many eggs, and 
some other adhesiv material added. In 
this mixture they are mixed and pounded 
softly with a padded stick. In some 
factories men tread them barefoot, instead 
of using the stick. This is called ‘‘ nour- 
ishing.” After nourishing a certain length 
of time, they are rinsed carefully in clean 
water. This leavea them soft and pliable, 
and in color a dullish white. They are 
then pressed out and stretched, rough side 
down, on a marble slab, till every wrinkle 
has disappeared. While thus stretched, 


they are dyed in various colors, the dye |: 


being applied with a brush. The utmost 
precaution is used so as not to get any of. 
the dye on the inside of the skin, a stain 
being considered a great injury in the sale 
of a costly glove. 
taken to the drying-room, where a high 
temperature soon leaves the skins dry, 
hard, and somewhat rough. But they 
must be soft and smooth before they can 


be worked. To get this result they are | Agents 


left. for several days in moist sawdust, 
when they are stretched again to the 
greatest extent by a machine, which is 
worked gently by means of a screw. Af- 
ter this process the skins are ready to be 
made into gloves. Sometimes it falls out 
that there are cracks, or thin places in the 
material, and if these are made up they 
will be pretty sure to tear the first time 
worn. Many of these poor skins are made 
into gloves and sold at cheap rates. But 
it is never safe to buy cheap gloves—they 
are generally the dearest in the end. 
S. H. W. 


QUESTIONS.—Are there many real kid gloves in 
the market? Why are there not? What substi- 
tuteis used ? Explain the process of preparing 
lambskins for glove-making. Is it good policy 
to buy cheap gloves? Why? i 
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Darwin and After Darwin. 


An Exposition of the Darwinian Theory. 
By Groner J. ROMANES, 


A systematic Exposition of what may be termed 
the Darwinism of Darwin, and intended to be of 
service to the general reader rather than to pro- 
fessed naturalists. i 
_ Mr. Romanes is well known as one of the most 
interesting of Fnglish writers upon evolution, 
besides ranking with Professor Huxley in scien- 
tific knowledge and ability. And this 1s a part of 
his conclusion regarding the great subject of 
Design, to which the church sọ often refers: 


“Thus whether we look to the facts of adapta- 


tion or to those of beauty, everywhere through- 
‘out. organic nature we meet with abundant 
evidence of natural causation, while nowhere do 
we meet with any independent evidence of 
supernatural design... . Adaptation and 
beauty are alike receiving their explanation at 
the hands ofa purely mechanical philosophy. . . 
All nature has thus been transformed before the 
view of the present generation in a manner and 
to an extent that has never before been. possible; 
and inasmuch as the change which has taken 
place has taken plave in the direction of natural- 
ism, and this to the extent of rendering the 
mechanical interpretation of nature universal, it 
is no wonder if the religious mind has suddenly 
awakened to a new, and a terrible force in the 
words of its traditional enemy—W here is now 
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By LEANDER EDMUND WHIPPLE. 


A Book to explain the correct idea of Mental 
Healing. and what may be reasonably expected 
to result from an understanding of its principles. 
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Christianity and Evolution, 


‘ With preface by 
J..M. Waexizp, Sub-editor of Freethinker. 


Price, $1. Order at once. 
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APOLLONIUS OF TYANA IDENTIFIED AS THE 
CHRISTIAN JESUS. 


An important and remarkable revelation con- 
terning the life and times of Apollonius o 
Tyana, the great sage and philosopher of the first 
century: It is here claimed ‘that, his life and - 
teachings were appropriated and utilized by the 
formulators of the Christian religion in the in- 
terest of so-called Christianity. The plegiarism 
is made plain in this brief history of Apollonius 
especially in view of the historical references an 
comments thereon., It is quite evident that to 
conceal the plagiarism, the name of Apollonius 
wee suppressed. 
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The Creation of God. 


By DR. JACOB HARTMANN. 


An explanation of the origin of the God Idea, and the mental processes that led to the formation 
of idols and the worship of them. From the time of Terah’s apostasy, Abraham’s reformation and 
his banishment for heresy and blasphemy against the Cha.dean idols, to Christ’s coming, the princi- 
palcharacters are analyzed and shown to be human, by thought and deed. It is made plain that the 

ectiliar phraseology, cant sayings, subterfuges, miracles, wonder-workings, and supernatural pad- 
ding are the proper offspring of the then existing barbarism, ignorance, and superstition, constitut- 
ing the peculiar politics of the day. 


CONTENTS IN DETAIL: 


The Universal Aspect. Elimination of Waste Substances, 
es oe ks Ia General. 
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The Sun, By tbe Kidneys. 


Digestion and Nutrition. 
The Elementary Substances. 
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© A Liberal livin in Michigan said once that he would give $% & : ` 
year to have the Orimes of Preachers recorded, as the frequent lapses- 
of virtue of the ministers showed how little value Ohristianity 
Poe eae Tae ined the Fourth Edition of the book doing this 
ve just issued the Four n o book do: 
additions for this new edition of “the = 


‘í Grimes of Preachers” 


shows nearly 400 cases of ministerial conduct. While those in pre- 


vious editions show that within a few years sbeutb 
1300 MINISTERS HAVE BEEN GUILTY 


of one kind or another of criminal conduct. Mos‘ of the crimes 
are against women, for the fair sex are at once tli) weakness and 
the strength of the church—‘“the church” meaning of course the 


clergy. 
"Notwithstanding the many additional pazes, we have kept the {4 
price tbe same, 25 cents. Send for a copy, and confound the church- 
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GOD AND HIS BOOK: ER F 
i Colonel Ingersoll wrote tothe author: “ You have earned the 
thani SP eho road thi Door Tè iea work of vest research of sonna. eritisi, or canntla 
humor, of sledgehammer vehemence, of scathing satire, of pathos an i 
the heaviest feonoclastio broadsides ever fired at the Jewish God and the Bible. 7: 
Cloth, gold letters, $1.25. 


WOMAN: HER GLORY, HER SHAME, AND HER GOD. 


The Rev. Archdeacon Farrar said that “ Christianity elevated the woman; it shrouded 
as with a halo of sacred innocence the tender years of the child.” The object of Saladin’s work 
is to show the archdeacon his error,and he has succeeded. An English wiiter said of it: 
“This certainly is one of the most marvelous books ever issued from he press. The authori- 
ties cited are unquestionable, and the result is convincing. 

In two volumes, cloth, gilt lettered, $2.50. : 


JANET SMITH: A PROMISCUOUS ESSAY ON WOMAN. 


This is one of the most delightful of Saladin’s books, a dis¢ection of woman, with inoi- 

. dental tearing apart of man—caustic, sarcastic, yet philosophical withal, and permeated with 

a tender reverence for woman and exalted opinion of what she is and should be. A merciless 

satire upon certain of the conventional foibles of the day, fnll of facts, fancies, truths, rare 

touches of genius, and bursts of gloqnenee. ost of the satirical shafts aimed at the woman 
go past her and stick in the man behind her, and it serves him about right. 


Cloth, uncut edges, gilt top, #1. 
CHRISTIANITY AND THE SLAVE TRADE. 


A condensation of the known facts upon this subject, proving thá Christianity did not 
abolish bat aided this infamous traffic in human beings. To which are added such comments 
as only Saladin can make. In paper, 80 cents. 


THE TRANSITION. 


A consideration of the antagonism of the Bible and science, and of the question whether 
the vated or allegorical portions of the Christian Bible can be interpreted by modern science. 
paper, 20 cents. 


ROSES AND RUE. 


Being Random Notes and Sketches. Some of its subjects are: A Last Interview with a 
Man of Genius; An Essay on Stirpiculture; Asceticism and Superstition; Oapital Punishment; 
Poverty; Godin the Constitution; Bruno; Gods; Witchcraft, etc. This may be called Sala- 
din’s own book, for it is poetry in prose, and is one of the books that lovers of strong literature 


like to read again aud again. In cloth, gold- and silver-lettered, $1.50. 


LAYS OF ROMANCE. 


This book reminds one of Sir Walter Scott, being romantic, historio verse, aglow in every 
page with the energy of a true and high poetic genius. 
Cloth, gold-lettered, 75 cents. 


ISAURE and OTHER POEMS. 


The title poem is a story of intense passion, touchingly told. The other twenty, poems 
are fresh, fragrant, thoughtful, and every verse Foveals the thinker, observer, and reformer. 
Every page glows with passion and throbs with life. 

Cloth, gold-lettered, 75 cents. 


A FEARFUL FLOGGING. 


By one whe endured it. Based upon amanuscript in the possession of Baladin 
In paper, 10 cents. 


THE AGONIES OF HANGING. ; 


Studies in Psychology. By one who was cut down from the gallows. Printed from mant- 
script in the hands of Saladin. In paper, 10 cents. 


WHIRLWIND SOWN and REAPED. 


A short atory of clerical crime and villainy founded on fact. Of this book the Open Court 
said: “ This novel’ will ‘command the same, or more, interest than Helen Gardener’s story, * Is 
This Your Son, My Lord?’” In paper, 25 cents. 


THE CONFESSIONAL. 


Being an exposure of. that infamous religious rite. Contents: Li. ‘tiousness of the Pre- 
Reformation Church; Lechery of the Confessional; The Priest in Absc ‘on; Confessions of 
the Escaped Nun; Extracts from Dens and Liguori; Examination of tu. Church’s Claim to 


have Fostered Learning; Her Atte pts at Continency, even more Ruinous than Her Self- 
Indulgence; The Relative Criminal Statistics of Catholicism and Protestantism 

paper, 25 cents. 
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HAND-BOOK 


OF 


PREETH OUGHT. 


By W. S. BELL. 


Containing in condensed and systematized form a 
vast amount of evidence against the superstitious dec- 
trines of Christianity. Asa book of reference and aid 


BRAUN z APENS to all truth seekers it is invaluable. Its classification 

ae ee of subjects makes it a hand-book. As Ingersoll said of 

Paine’s “Age of Reason,” it enaples somebody in every village to “corner the parson.” Its wide 

variety of subjects_ include all the disputed points between Christianity and Freethought. Price. 
cloth, $1; paper, 50_cents. Address E TRUTH SEEKER. 
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Only Authorized Bditions. 


GODS AND OTHER LECTURES. 
Comprising The Gods, Humboldt, Thomas 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 


GHOSTS AND OTHER LECTURES. A SATA 
Incinding The Ghosts, Liborty of] Man, Woman, and Child; The Declaration of independ: 

3, About F ing in Illinois, ominating James laine residency in By 

The het Banquet, A Tribute tes Rev. Alex. Clarke, The Past Rises Before Me Like a Dream, 


and A Tribute to Ebon C. Ingersoll. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 
SOME MISTAKES OF MOSES. 


Contents: Some Mistakes of Moses, Free Schools, The Politicians, Man and Woman, The 
Pentateuch, Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, He Made the Stars Also, Friday, Satur- 
day, Let us Make Man, Sunday, The Necessity for a Good Memory, The Garden, The lal. 
Dampness, Bacchus and Babel, Taith in Filth, The Hebrews, The Plagues, The Flight, Confess 
and Avoid, Inspired Slavery, Marriage, War, Religious Liberty, Conclusion. Paper, 40 cents; 
cloth, $1. 


INTERVIEWS ON TALMAGE. p . 
i Being Six Interviews witl the Famous Orator on Six Sermons bythe Rev. T. DeWitt Tal- 
mage, of Brooklyn, to which is added a Talmagian Catechism. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1.25; 
cloth, gilt, $1.50. 


BLASENN i R.Q. I Lin the Trial of C. B. Reynold 

rgament by R. G, Ingersoll in the Trial of C. B. Reynolds 

the greatest argument ever made in a case of this kind, and will be a model for 
as the Christians use force to repress free speech, nen ssed, 2 
quence never equaled in a trial for “blasphemy.” Wherever Christian persecution is going 
on this argument should be freely circulated, read to the Christians, and expounded on every 
occasion. Paper, 25 cents; cloth, 50 cents. 


WHAT MUST WE DO TO BE SAVED? 

Analyzes the so-called gospels of Matthow, Mark, Luke, and John, and devotes a chapter 
cach to the Catholics, Episcopalians, Methodists, Presbyterians, Evangelical Alliance, and an- 
swers the question of the Christians as to what he proposes instead of Christianity—the relig- 
ion of sword and flume., Paper, 25 cents. 


THE GREAT INGERSOLL CONTROVERSY. 


The famous Christmas Sermon by Colonel Ingersoll, the Daatog replies of the ministers, 


Paine, Individnality, Heretics and Heresies. 


at Morristown, N. J. This is 
the bar so long 


and Colonel Ingersoll’s rejoinders to the same, Paper, 25 cents. 


THOMAS PAINE’S VINDICATION. 3 
A Reply to the New York Observer’s Attack upon the Author-hero of the Revolution, by 
R. G. Ingersoll. Paper, 15 cents. 


LIMITATIONS OF TOLERATION. 
A Discussion between R. G. Ingersoll, Hon. Frederick R. Coudert, and Ex-Governor 
Stewart L. Woodford. Paper, 10 cents. 


ORTHODOXY. CIVIL RIGHTS SPEECH. 
A Lecture. Paper, 10 cents. Wita Speech of Hon. Frederick Douglass. Paper, 10 cents. 


OPENING SPEECH TO THE JURY: 

In the suit of tho B. & M. Tel. Co. vs. W. U. Tel. Co., 1886. Paper, 10 cents. 
CRIMES AGAINST CRIMINALS. ie 

Delivered Before the New York State Bar Association. Paper, 10 cents. 


LIFE. A Prose-Poem. In color, on board, gilt edges, 9x13 (for mantel, wall, or easel), 50 cents. 
LITHOGRAPH OF R. G. INGERSOLL. A LAY SERMON. 


22x 28 inches, heavy plate paper, 50 cents. On the Labor Question. Paper, 5 cents. 
PHOTOGRAPH (CABINET) OF R. Q. INGERSOLL, 50 cents. 
ss 6e “& COLONEL INGERSOLL, WITH BABY BROWN. 


(A home picture.) 50 ents. 
PHOTOGRAPH (PANEL), 18 x 24 inches, $5. 
STAGE AND THE PULPIT. 


An Interview on their Comparative Merits, and Opinions on the Trial of the Chicago 
Anarchists, the Catholic Church, etc. Paper, 3 cents. 


DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE. INGERSOLL ON MeGLYNN. 


Centennial Oration. Paper, 6 cents. Paper, 3 cents. 


INGERSOLL CATECHISED. Paper, 3 cents. BIBLE IDOLATRY. Paper, 3 cents. 
THE TRUTH OF HISTORY. 


Comments on the assertion by an evangelist that Colonel Ingersoll had become a Christian, 
had admitted that Thomas Paine recanted, and that his own children had joined the church. 
aper, 3 cents. 7 


INGERSOLL’S ADDRESS BEFORE THE NEW YORK UNITARIAN CLUB. 


, The lecture is 2 grand one, and was received by the club with continuous applause from 
beginning to end, which speaks well for the Unitarians. The pamphlet contains 12 pages, 
beautifully printed. Vrice, 6 cents; ten copies, 50 cents. 


MEMORIAL ORATION ON ROSCOE CONKLING. 
Delivered before the New York legislature May 9, 1888. Price, 75 cents. 


GOD IN THE CONSTITUTION, 


One of the best papers Colonel Ingersoll ever. wrote. In paper cover with likeuess of 
author. Price, 10 cents. Twelve copies for $1. 


“INGERSOLI’S GREAT ADDRESS ON THOMAS PAINE, 


At the Paine celebration in New York city in 1892. Price, 6 cents; ten copies for 50 cents. 


INGERSOLIYS LECTURES IN ONE VOLUME. 

CONTENTS.—The Gods; Humboldt: individuality: Thomas Paine; Heretics and Here- 
sies; The Ghosts; The Liberty of Man, Woman, and Chi id; The Centennial Oration, or Decla- 
ration of Independence, July 4, 1876; What I Know About Farming in Ul 3 
cinnati in 1876, nominating James G. Blaine for the Presidency; The Past Rises Before Me, 
or, Vision of War, an extract from a Speech made at the Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Reunion 
at Indianapolis, Ind., Sept. 21, 1876; A ‘Tribnte to Ebon C. Ingersoll; The Grant Benquet; 
Crimes Against Criminals; Tribute to the Rev. Alexander Clarke; Some Mistakes of Moses; 
What Must We Do to be Saved? Six Interviews with Robert G. Ingersoll on Six Sermons by 
the Rev. T. De Witt Talmage, D.D.; to which is added a, Talmagian Catechism, and Four 
Prefaces, which contain some of Mr. Ingersoll’s wittiest and brightest sayings. 

This volume has ths greatest popularity, is beautifully bound in half calf or half morocco, 
mottled edges, 1,357 pages, good paper, large type, post 8vo. Price, postpaid, $5.. 


LIBERTY IN LITERATURE. 2 
Testimonial to Walt Whitman. “Let us put wreaths on the brows of the living.” An Ad- 
dress delivered in Philadelphia, Oct. 21, 1890, with ppo tut of Whitman. Containing also 
COLONEL INGERSOLL’S ADDRESS AT THE FUNERAL OF WALT WHIT- 
MAN, at Harleigh, Camden, N. J., March 30, 1892. Paper, 25 cents; cloth, 50 cents. 


PROSE-POEMS AND SELECTIONS. ` 

Fifth edition, enlarged and revised. A handsome quarto. containing 333 pages. This is 
beyond question, the cheapest and most elegant volume in Liberal literature. Its mechanica. 
finish is worthy of its iutrinsic excellence. No expense has been spared to make it the thing of 
beauty it is. The typo is large and clear, the paper heavy, highly calendered, and richly tinted, 
the presswork faultless, and the binding as perfect as the best materials and skill can make it. 

As to the contents, it is enough to say that they include all of the choicest utterances of 
the greatest writer on the topics treated that has ever lived. 

Those who have not the good fortune to own all of Mr. Tngorsoll's published works, will 
have in this book of selections meny bright samples of his lofty thought, his matchless elo- 

uence, his wonderful imagery, and his epigrammatic and Poeticpower. The collection in- 
cludes all of the * Tributes ” that have become famous in literature—notably those to his brother 
E. C. Ingersoll, Lincoln, Grant, Beecher, Conkling, Courtlandt M. Palmer, Mary Fiske, Elizur 
Wright: his peerless monographs on “The Vision of War,” Love, Liberty, Art and Morality, 
Science, Nature, [he Imagination, Decoration Day Oration, What is Poetry, Music of Wagner, 
Origin and Destiny, “ Leaves of Grass,” aad on the great heroes of intellectual Liberty. Be- 
sides these are innumerable gems taken here and there from the orations, speeches, arg uments, 
toasts, lectures, letters, interviews, and day by day conversations cf the author. 

The Look is designed for, and will be accepted by, admiring friends as a rare personal 
souvenir. To help it serve this 3 imile, has 
been prepared especially forit. In the more elegant styles of binding it is eminently suited 
for presentation purposes, for any season or occasion. ` , 5 

1cEs.—In cloth, beveled boards, gilt edges, $2.50; in half morocco, gilt edges, $5; in half 
calf, mottled ‘edges, library style, $4.50; in f Turkey morocco, gilt, exquisitely tine, $7.50; 
in full tree calf, highest possible finish, $9, 
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Its legal acnmen is unsurpassed, its elo-- 


Gems of Shought. 


} ‘We should avoid whatever may display 
bad feeling, and attend with civility to 
what may be addressed to us; all hearts 
are conciliated by politeness and aftability. 
—Socrates. 


WE should speak only on those occasions 
when we are well acquainted with our sub- 
ier or when silence would be improper. 

1—Lbid, 


| Consciousness, like thought, is a per- 

ìt formance or action or phenomenal activ- 
ity of certain parts or tissues of the brain, 
and in that capacity. it is subject to all the 
changes which take place in the condition, 
nutrition, and growth of the brain. But 
the question as to whether, as Meynert 
thinks, capacity for consciousness is 
latent in the essence of the atom itself, or 
whether if is to be regarded as the result 
of a certain mode of atomic union taking 
place under certain conditions and cir- 
cumstances, may for the present remain 
unanswered. How and in what way the 
atoms, the nerve-cells, or, to speak gen- 
erally, matter, began to produce and bring 
forth sensation and consciousness, is quite 
unimportant for the purpose of our inves- 
tigation; ¿t is suficient to know that such 
is the case.— Büchner. 


Tzar the conceptions of God, or of 
gods, hav no substantial reason for their 
existence, seems to be evinced by the fact 
that these ideals are always influenced by 
the character of the people that entertain 
them. The god of the Indians was a 
great huntér, and smoked a volcano for 
apipe. The god of the Greeks and Ro- 
mans was a great warrior, and took part 
in battles, while demigods presided over 


music and poetry. The god of the Hin- | P 


doos, under the soft influences that the 
climate had upon the people, was very 
mild and gentle, and, in a climate where 
fruit best suited the people, was opposed 
to the killing of animals for food. The 
ancient Jews were intensely cruel, sordid, 
and money-loving, and they conceived of 
God as full of jealousy and vengeance, and 
as being pleased with tbe useless shedding 
of the blood of innocent animals.— Moore. 


THERE is no recorded instance where 
the uplifted hand of murder has been 
paralyzed—no truthful account in all the 
literature of the world of the innocent 
child being shielded by God. Thousands 
of crimes are being committed every day 
—men are this moment lying in wait for 
their human prey—wives are whipped and 
crushed, driven to insanity and death— 
little children begging for mercy, lifting 
imploring, tear-filled oyes to the brutal 
faces of fatbers and mothers—sweet girls 
are deceived, lured, and outraged, but 
God has no time to prevent these things 
—no time to defend the good and protect 
the pure. He is too busy numbering hairs 
and‘ watching sparrows. He listens for 
blasphemy; looks for persons who laugh 
at priests; éxamins baptismal registers ; 
watches professorsin college who begin to 
doubt the geology of Moses and the as- 
tronomy of Joshua. He does not particu- 
larly object to stealing, if you won’t swear. 
A great many persons hav fallen dead in 
the act of taking God’s name in vain, but 
millions of men, women, and children hav 
been stolen from their homes and used as 
beasts of burden, but no one engaged in 


this infamy has ever been touched by the | 


wrathful hand of God.—Jngersoll. 


Ir is becoming less and less possible 
for the man who puts his faith in scien- 
tific methods of ascertaining truth, and is 
accustomed to hav that faith justified by 
daily experience, to be consciously false 
to his principle in any matter. But the 
number of such men, driven into the use 
of scientific methods of inquiry and taught 
to trust them, by their education, their 
daily professional and business needs, is 
increasing and will continually increase. 
The phraseology of Supernaturalism may 
remain on men’s lips, but in practice they 
are Naturalists. The magistrate who 
listens with devout attention to the pre- 
cept ‘*Thou shalt not suffer a witch to 
liv” on Sunday, on Monday dismisses, as 
intrinsically absurd, a charge of bewitch- 
ing a cow brought against some old 
woman; the superintendent of & lunatic 
asylum who substituted exorcism for ra- 
tions] modes of treatment would hav but 
a short tenure of office; even parish 
clerks doubt the utility of prayers for 
rain, so long as the wind is in the east; 
and an outbreak of pestilence sends men, 
not to the churches, but to the drains. In 
spite of prayers for the success of our 
arms and Te Deumes for victory, our real 
faith isin big battalions and keeping our 
powder dry; in knowledge of the science 
of warfare; in energy, courage, and dis- 
ciplin. In these, as in all other practical 
affairs, we act on the aphorism ‘‘ Laborare 
est orare;” we admit that intelligent work 
is the only acceptable worship; and tbat, 
whether there is a Supernature or not, 
our business is with Nature.—Humwley, 
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ZEKE SEEMS TO BE UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF THE 


“SPIRIT.” - 


Then I arose, and went forth into the plain: and behold, the glory.of the Lord stood there, as the glory 


which I saw by the river of Chebar: and I fell on my face.—Ezek. iii, 23: 
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By M. BABCOOK. Price. 16 ota. 


Sf ews of the Deak. 


_ Brunswick, Ga., has a number of cases 
of yellow fever. : 

SEVERAL cases of small-pox hav been 
discovered in New York. 


Emre Zora is in London, lecturing be- 
fore the Institute of Journalists on an- 
onymity in journalism. 


Heavy and disastrous floods in Japan 
recently. Hundreds of people were 
drowned and thirty thousand are receiy- 
ing relief, 


Tue gunboat Alexander Petion of the 
Haytian navy foundered on September 6th 
near Cape Tiburon and all but one of her 
crew of ninety were lost. : 


Civin war is raging in Brazil, Most of 
the war fleet is in rebellion and for several 
days Admiral Mello bombarded Rio 
Janiero.. Panic reigns in the city. 


Tur treasury of President Hippolyte of 
Hayti is empty and resident merchants 
refuse to lend him money. Besides a 
finavcial crisis, revolution is imminent. 


PRESIDENT CLEVELAND bas appointed 
William B. Hornblower, of New York, to 
be associate justice of the Supreme Court 
of the United States, vice Samuel Blatch- 
ford, deceased. 


Presipent Asa B. Porter, of the 
Maverick Bank, Boston, was acquitted in 
his second trial, He was charged with 
misappropriation of funds and falsification 
of the bank’s accounts. 


Prince Max of Saxony, nephew of King 
Albert, has entered the cloister of Eisen- 
ach as a monk. Although he is but 
twenty-three the pope has appointed him 
apostolic vicar of Saxony. 


Cxouera is hourly spreading in Russia 
and other parts of Europe. Hamburg, 
which was so terribly stricken last year, 
is threatened with a recurrence of the 
epidemic, several cases having appeared 
in the suburbs, 


Tue remains of James K. Polk, tenth 
president of the United States, were, with 
those of his wife, Sarah Childers Polk, re- 
moved on September 19th from the tomb 
at Polk place and reinterred in the Ten- 
neesee state capital grounds at Nashville. 


Tae orthodox Jews and the Atheistic 
Jews are fiercely at outs in New York. - 
The latter, mostly Russian Anarchists, 
complain that the Sons of Israel congrega- 
tion persecutes them because of their un- 
belief and that the police afford them no 
protection. 


A REVOLT against Austrian rule seems 
imminent in Bohemia. The suspension of 
the liberty of the press, and the right of 
trial by jury for political offenses, as well 
aa of public meeting, in Prague and its 


‘| vicinity, is bringing to a crisis the Czech 


agitation for home rule. 


Turret is a revolt in the province of 
Buenos Ayres, Argentina. The national 
government ordered the provinces to dis- 
arm; Buenos Ayres treated this decree 
with contempt; then the people, under 
Radical leaders, took up arms to compel 
the provincial government to comply with 
the decree of the nation. * 


Cuina is becoming better prepared for 
war than she has been. She has obtained 
from German and British ship-yards many 
vessels of war. She also builds such craft 
herself, and manufactures modern breech- 
loading rifles. Indignant at France’s do- 
ings in Siam, she holds, it is said, her 
fleet of iron-clads ready to sail ‘‘at a mo- 
ment’s notice.” 


Tux United States government and the 


-| Canadian transportation companies hav 


entered into a new arrangement regarding 
immigration. The companies will not 
sell a ticket into the United States to an 
immigrant unless he has a passport from 
United States inspéctors, who will be 
stationed at ports of entrance on the inter- 
national line, and will pay a head tax of 
fifty cents to the United States govern- 
ment for each immigrant carried. 


In the exchange of menaces between 
the Triple Alliance of Germany, Austria. 
and Italy on the one hand, and the Dual 
Alliance of Russia and France on the 
other, little countries are being pushed 
forward to pose as allies and produce the 
effect of a universal cataclysm.. French 
papers drop hints of splendid new Danish 
fortifications, and Germans counter this 
by remarks on Belgium’s and Roumania’s 
magnificent new lines of defense. The 
Dual compact announces that the Russian 
fleet is also to visit Spanish ports, where 1t 
will be received with excited, significant 
enthusiasm. The Triple Alliance answers 
with a succinct report of Sweden getting 
together a fleet to offset Russia in the 
Baltic, 
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A—AN OLD FABLE THAT SUITS THE TIMES. 


Old Testament Stories 


IT WILL 
| IT WILL 


CORNER 
THE 
PARSON. 


MAKE You 


LAUGH. 


By WATSON HESTON. 


The Stories Humorously Told—And Hard Facts 
Given Concerning the Origin and Authenticity of the 


` Oid Testament—A Page of Text to Each Picture. Pictures. 


CONTENTS: 


Jacob and Esau, 

Joseph the Man of Dreams, 

Holy Moses, 

Balaam the Diviner, 

Bloody Joshua, 

The Campaign of Deborah and Barak 
Against Jabin and Sisera, 

General Gideon. 


Sustaining a Theory, 

Some Giants, 

The Adventures and Work ef Noah, 
A Hunting Anecdote, 
t Abraham, Christs Great Ancestor, 
i A Queer Family, 

fsaac and His “ Sister,” 
į ‘One of Twins, 


Jephthah and His Human Sacrities. 
Samson the Strong, 
Ruth and Boaz, 


David, God's Favorite, 

Some Stories from the Book of Kings, 
Adventures of the Prophets, 

Jonah the Truthful Sailor. 


Boards, illuminated covers, $1; cloth, gilt side stamp, $1.50. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO, 


Comically Illustrated. 


400 Pages. 200 Ful-Pase 


Unstable as Water, God Shall Not Excel, 


BOOKS BY 
PROF. FELIX L. OSWALD. 


The Bible of Nature: A Contribution 
to the Religion of the Future. Cloth. 81. , 
Che Secret of the East; or, The Origin 
of the Christian Religion and the Significance 
of its Rise and Decline. Cloth, $1. 

Physical Education s or, The Health-Laws 
of Nature. Cloth, ar 

itousehold Remedies for the Prevalent 
Disorders of the Human Organism. Cloth, $1. 

490logical Sketches: A Contribution to 
the Outdoor study of Natural History. Illus- 
trated by H. Faber. Oloth 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
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Darwin and After Darwin. 


An Exposition of the Darwinian Theory. 
By Grorcsz J. ROMANES. 


A systematic Exposition of what may be termed 
the Darwinism of Darwin, and intended to bo of 
service to the general reader rather than to pro- 
fe sed naturalists. 

Mr. Romanes is well known as one of the most 
nteresting of English writers upon evolution, 
hesides ranking with Professor Huxley in scien- 
‘ific knowledge and ability. And this is a part of 
is conclusion regarding the great subject of 
Design, to which the church so often refers: 

“Thus whether we look to the facts of adapta- 
ion or to those of beauty, everywhere through- 
wut, organic nature we meet with abundant 
svidence of natural causation, while nowhere do 
ve meet with any independent evidence of 
upernatural design... - „Adaptation and 
veauty are alike receiving their explanation at 


| -he hands ofa purely mechanical philosophy. . . 


\ll nature has thus been transformed before the 
view of the present generation in a manner and 
to an extent that has never before been possible; 
nd inasmuch as the chango which has taken 
nlace has taken plave in the direction of natural- 
ism, and this to the extent of rendering the 
mechanical interpretation of nature universal, it 
is no wonder if the religious mind has suddenly 
awakened to a new, and a terrible force in the 
words of its traditional enemy—W here is now 


tay aoi ated. Price, cloth, $2. 
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RELICION A CURSE, 
RELIGION A DISEASE, 
RELICION A LIE. 


By Samuel P. Putnam. 


Dedicatea to the American Congress, of 1892, which ror the sake of Keligton, Stabbea Liberty 
to the Heart. 


A work burning with indignation inspired by the Congressional act closing the World’s Fair 
on Sunday—an act which practically united the government and the Christian church. 


To which is added Mr. Putnam’s address delivered before the Columbian 
Exposition Committee of the House of Representatives against Sunday closing. 


Also the following Essays and Poems by Mr. Putnaw, which have neyer before been put in 
book formt Orthodoxy; Freethought; Man, Not God (written fora Paine anniversary); The Statue 
of Liberty and Thomas Paine; & em written for the openin exercises of the Silverton, Ore., Free- 
thought Hall; Death and Life; The Golden Age; Shut the Door (a poem on the closing of the 
Centennial Exposition in Philadelphia, in 1876). 

_ The main essayin this work ia one of the strongest arraignments ever made of the religion 
which cramps and fetters the minds of the people of this con: try. It should be distributed widely. 
It has been commended in the highest terms as it appeared in THE TRUTH SEEKER and we hope every 
reader will buy a copy to lend his neighbor and arouse thought. 


Price % cents; Five ooptes for $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York City. 


DESIGN ARGUMENT FALLACIES, 


A Retutation of the Argument That Nature Exhibits 
Marks of Having Been Designed by 
an Intelligent Being. 


f\SNS I~ 
SYNOPSIS: 
I. The Design Argument Vitiates Itself By Necessitating an Infinite Series of Designers. 
Il. If There Were a Designer He Could Not Be Beneficent. 
(Il. If There Were One He Could Not Be Wise, for 
His Processes Are Egregiouel Slow, 
They Are Egregious Wastefal, 


They Often Serve No Use, . 
_ They Have Produced Faulty Mechanisms. ss 
IV. What Is Called Design Is nly Subserviency; and the Watch Argument Is Illegitimate. 
V. What Actually Did Oause So-Called Design. 


wr Astronomy and Design. 
. The Argument of a First Cause. 


Embracing a Succinct Exposition of Evolution and a Sketch of Astronomy. 


BY THE EDITOR OF THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


ARRAS 


THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 2% Lafayette Place, N Y. 


Price15 cents. Address 


Remsbure’s Book on Lincoln Now Ready. 
ABRAHAM 
LINCOLN: 


WAS HE A CHRISTIAN? 


By John E. Remsburg. 


One of the most, noted controversies of the century has been waged over the question of 
Abraham Lincoln's religious belief. Soon after the remains of America’s most illustrious son were 
laid to rest at Springfield, one of his biographers, Dr. Holland, put forward the claim that he was a 
Christian. The claim was Promptly denied by the dead statesman’s friends, but only to be renewed 
again, and again denied. d thus for a quarter of a century the question of Lincoln’s belief has 
been tossed like a battledore from side to side. “ É g 

For fitteen yea's Mr. Remsburg has been collecting material for his work. He presents an 
array of testimony that is irresistible and overwhelming, and which must put this question at rest 
forever, In addition to the testimony of twenty witnesses who claim that Lincoln was a Christian, 
and which is reviewed and refuted, he adduces the testimony of more than a hundred witnesses in 
proof of the claim that Lincoln was not a Christian. These witnesses include his wife and other 
relatives; his three law partners; his private secretaries; members of his cabinet; his principal 
biographers, and scores of his most intimate friends. 


NOTED WITNESSES. 


Hon. W. H. Herndon, Col. Ward H. Lamon. Hon John T. Stuart, Co]. James B. Matheny, Ool 
John G. Nicolay, Judge David Davis, Col Jesse W. Fell, Pon. Leonard Swett, Dr. William Jayne, 
Judge Stephen T. Logan, Joshua F. Sp:ed, Hon. Jesse K. Dubois, Hon. Joseph Gillespie, Dr. C. H. 
Ray, Col. F. 8. Rutherford, Judge Robert Leachman, Col. R. G Ingersoll, Leonard W, Volk, Joseph 
Jefferson, Hon. E. B. Washburne, Hon. E. Haines, Hon. James Tuttle, Hon. M. B. Field, Hon. 
Geo. W. Julian, Hon, John B. Alley, Hon, Hugh McCulloch, Gen. M_M. Trumbull Rev. David 
Swing, Rev. Robert Collyer, Judge Jesse W. Weik, Hon. J. P. Usher, Hon. Geo. 8. Boutwell, Hon. 
Wm. D. Kelley, Salmon P. Chase, Wm. H. Seward, Hon. John Covode, Hon. A. J. Grover, Hon. W. H. 
T. Wakefield, Gen. D W. Wilder, Judge Aaron Goodrich, Judge James M. Nelson, Rev. Edward 
Eggleston, Rev. John W. Chadwick, Donn Piatt, H. K. Magie, Dennis F. Hanks, Mrs. Sarah Lincoln, 

rs. Mary Lincoln. i , 
, The foregoing and sixty other reputable witnesses testify that the greatest man born on this 
continent was a Freethinker. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
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MY RELIGIOUS EXPE- 
[eee] RIENCE, 


Being the story of his religious life and mental 


Oloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 


COSMIAN HYMN-BOO K. 


A COLLECTION OF , 


ORIGINAL AND SELECTED HYMNS 


Liberal and Bthical Societies, 
for Schools and 
the Horne. 


—With Music Written to All the Songs.— journeyings. ritten, a bis, happiest and most 
P ten, $1 ere PEL. K, WAREBURN, a re wee Mite O ale splen 
CO, PLOV 


For sale at THIS OFFIOR. BUTH SEEKER. 


New Publications. | New Publications. 


PEN PICTURES OF THE WORLD'S FAIR. 


By SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 


A Full Description of the Fair, Invaluable ss a Guide-Book and still more Inval- 
uable to those who cannot attend. It tells WHAT TO SEE and WHERE TO SEE IT; 
ives rates of admission to the various attractions of the Fair and cost of living in 
hicago, with other useful information to the visitor. -o , 
tis, besides being a complete Guide-Book, the best description of the Fair yet 
given—poetic, beautiful, accurate.. It describes the inauguration ceremonies, gives 
the director-general’s address, the efforts to close the Fair Sundays and the triumph 
of the Sunday-openers; describes the various buildings and what they contain, and is, - 
all in all, the very best picture of the Fair that can be painted with a pen. 


ILLUSTRATED. 


A MAP OF JACKSON PARK, enabling the visitor to make his way around, 
and the stay-at-home to see where he went. 


A BIRD’S-EYE VIEW OF THE FAIR, enabling one to comprehend ata 
glance the magnitude of the Exposition, the greatest ever known to the present time. 


PICTURES OF ALL THE PRINCIPAL BUILDINGS: 


Wowan’s Building. Art Palace. Fisheries Building. 

Administration Building. Manufactures and Liberal Agricultural Building. 

Electrical Building. Arts Building. sae Transportation Building. 

Machinery Hall. Mines and Mining Building. Horticultural Building. 
Forestry Building. 


A visitor to the Fair says of this book—reading it in Taz TRUTH Sarxer—that 
it is charming and to one who has seen the Fair vastly entertaining. 


Single copy, 25 cents. Five copies for $1. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


A New Book by Helen H. Gardener. 


FACTS AND FICTIONS OF LIFE. 


CONTENTS. 


Sex in Brain. 7 ; 

Heredity in Its Relations to a Double Standard of 
orals. 

Divorce and the Proposed National Law. 

Lawsuit or Legacy- 

Common Sense in Surgery. 


Preface. | E 
The Fictions of Fiction. 

Day in Court. ; 
Thrown in With the City’s Dead. 
An Irresponsible Educated Class. ; 
The Moral Responsibility of Woman in Heredity. 
Woman as an Annex. 


At the Woman’s Congress at Chicago Helen Gardener delivered as an address one of the chap- 
ters of this book. The Chicago Times said of it and her: “ But the last address, dealing with the 
most delicate of the ppzoblems of reform, clear, unhesitant, modest, bus uncompromising, was lis- 
tened to with breathless interest by the audience. It was Heredity in Its Relation to a Double 
Standard of Morals,’ and 1t was delivered by the one woman of all others best qualified to speak 
upon that subject—Helen Gardener. Petite, graceful, eloquent with the burden of her thought, 
Miss G:rdener enchained every auditor, and when she had finished received a perfect ovation, which 
her courage ana devotion had so worthily won. The evening session was highly intere ting, but 
that of the morning will be set down on tne tablet of the memory of those present as one of -the dis- 
tinctivly great features of the week’s congress.” 


Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


EVERY Woman Ought to Read It. Every LIBERAL Woman 
‘and Man Will Want It. , 


WOMAN, CHURCH, AND STATE. 


By Matilda Joslyn Gage. 


e 


This is Mrs. Gage’s latest and crowning work. It is THE book to show how 
the church has enslaved woman and kept and keeps her in an inferior position. A 
glance at its contents will show this: 


The first chapter—the Matriarchate—shows that under the old civilizations woman had great 
freedom, but that the tendencyof Christianity from the first was to restrict her liberty. In this 
chapter Mrs. Gage claims thatto the Matriarchate—or Mother-rule—the world is indebted for its 
first conception of inherent rights i 

Chapter II deals with the theological dogmas of original sin and celibacy. Woman, by the 
church, was not regarded as a human being; marriage was looked upon as vile; wives were sold 
as siaves; women driven to suicide; the influence of the church was unfavorable to virtue. The 
celibacy of the clergy produced egrading sensuality, and woman was the victim of these brutes.- 

_,,Chapter III is on The Canon Law, showing how tha church controled woman by making the 
legitimacy of marriage depend upon its own control of the ceremony. Ancient civilization aye 
place to Christi:n barbarism, the c.ergy became a distinct body—at once a“ holy” and an unholy 
caste. Learning w:s prohibited to women, husbani:s prohibited from leaving th-m more than one- 
third of their property; daughters couid be disinherited, sons could not. The Reformation effected 
no change. 

Chapter [V—Marquette—is on Feudalism and its degradation of women, the rights of 
spirituali the immorality of the heads of the church, baptism of nude women in the early Shustlen 
church. It also deals with some of the later-day abuses of females, like our Northwestern pineries, 
the English debaucheries, governmental crime-makers, etc. ` 

Chapter V—Witchcraft. In the days «f this phase of religious insanity Mrs Gage shows how the 
possession of eve a little learning wa sufficient cause to suspect a woman of witchcraft, that to keep 
a pet was dangerous, so rabid were the clerry not to suffer 2 witch t> liv. This perse:ution for 
witchcraft was a continuance of the church’s policy for obtaining un versal dominion over mankind. 
Women physicians of the Middle Ages were persecuted, and the “ Pilgrim Fathers ” continued it in 
America. The first synod convened in America was to try a woman for heresy, and others were 
stripped and whipped for not agreeing with the clergy. 

Thechapter on “ Wives” shows how the disruption of the Roman empire was unfavorable to the 
personal and proprietary rights of woman—tiat the sale of daughters was practiced in England 
seven hundred years after it was Christianized—that tie practice of buying wives was regulated by 
law—that women were not permitted to read the Bible—tnat they were not admitted as witnesses— 
that civil marriage 3s opposed by the church. , 

In Chapter VIL is shown how polygamy was sustained by the Christian church, that the first 
synod of the Reformation convened to sanction this institution, that Luther and the other “ prin- 
cipal reformers” favored it, as we:l as the American Board of Forei The Mormon the- 
ocracy is shown to be similar to that of other Christian sects. | 

In the last three chapters Mrs. Gage treats of the opposition of the church to the amelioration 
of woman’s sufferings as interference w:th her‘ curse,’ of woman’s degradation by the church to 
labors unfit for slaves, of woman’s “inferiority,” as taught by the church to-day, and of how little 
value Christianity has been and is to civilization. . ; 


The work is a burning protest against the tremendous wrong done woman b 

the church, which controled the state. Itis also extremely valuable as history. No 

woman, it seems to us, can read it and remain a supporter of the religious institution 

which has crushed her individuality, her mentality, and degraded her person. To the 

Jonan cause it opens an Age of Reason. It ought to be widely read for the good it 
o. 


In cloth, $2; in half-leather binding, $3. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
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“ An Agnostic Ministry.” 

On another page Rev. Mr. Chunn endeavors to 
` demonstrate the essential bigotry of an attempt on 
the part of the Unitarian church-to set up any 
` “dogmatic qualifications” for its ministry which 
should exclude Agnostic ministers from Unitarian 
pulpits. To an outsider it would appear that what- 
ever reception his own congregation might accord 
to the deliverances of an Agnostic preacher, the 
church at large could not accept him as its repre- 
sentativ. Juggle with words as we may, the fact 
remains that Unitarianism is a form of Theistic 
Christianity, and the man who wears its name can 
not, in justice to the organization, repudiate Chris- 
tianity and Theism. Mr. Chunn’s congregations 
at Luverne and Rock Rapids may be wholly in ac- 
cord with the views he enunciates in-this sermon 
and their right to accord him a generous support, 
financially and otherwise, we hav no wish to 
call in question, but in their case, as in his, 
“Unitarian” is simply—to slightly vary a sen- 
tence of Professor Clifford’s—Agnostic and Infidel 
« writ respectable.” In passing it may be said that 
there are a number of such societies and such min- 
isters in the West, and the fact is far from reflect- 
ing credit on Americans, showing that American 
courage and American directness are at a very low 
ebb in some sections. Agnosticism and Atheism 
are hated and feared, for they are not “respectable,” 
they do not giv admission to “good society,” but 
Agnosticism and Atheism covered with the veneer 
of the Unitarian or the Universalist or the Congre- 
gationalist name find ready acceptance and support, 
for, forsooth, are not these all “Christian” 

churches? ` 
Returning to the point at which we digressed, it 
might be profitable to ask Mr. Chunn, who seems 
to be a very earnest young man, whether he believes 
there is any organization—religious, social, indus- 
trial, or political—which would not grow more or 
less restiv should one of its recognized spokesmen 
giv public and continued utterance to opinions dia- 
metrically at variance with those popularly supposed 
to represent its position, and who should persist in 
calling himself by its name and should proceed to 
brand its members as bigots because they objected 
‘to his performances? Suppose, for instance, that 
one of our Liberal lecturers should become con- 
vinced of the truth of Theism, and of some of the 


fundamental tenets of Christianity, and should go 
about the country lecturing as a Liberal, but ad- 
vocating Theistic and Christian ideas while looking 
to Liberals for recognition and support, and deny- 
ing the right of Liberals to “set up dogmatic qual- 
ifications ” to the extent of repudiating him as the 
representativ of Infidelity and Agnosticism. Would 
Mr. Chunn say that this man could in any proper 
sense be called a champion of Freethought? That 
he was justified in attempting to utilize the Free- 
thought platform for his Christian propaganda and 
in demanding Freethought support in so doing? 
That he was fair and honest in denouncing Liberals 
as bigots because they objected to his actions, and 


o | that his rightful place was not in the Christian pul- 


pit? Or, suppose a man calls himself a Republican, 
but denounces Republican doctrins, praises Demo- 
cratic principles and votes the Democratic ticket, 
how long will his professions of Republicanism be 
accepted, and how long before he will be excluded 
from the primaries of that party? These illustra- 
tions, showing the utter untenableness of Mr. 
Chunn’s position, might be multiplied indefinitly, 
but lack of space forbids further citation here. 

But this is not the only aspect of Mr. Chunn’s 
position which may be profitably viewed. So far 
we hav been considering the rights of the organi- 
zation whose doctrins Mr. Chunn abjures while 
claiming the right to bear its name, accepting for 
convenience his assumption that the quotation he 
makes from the Christian Register bears out his 
contention that that paper is trying to set up dog- 
matic qualifications for the Unitarian ministry. We 
will requote the paragraph in question: “No 
literary ambition, or interest in social problems, 
or desire to deliver lectures, or love of philosophy, 
will be sufficient to hold any man or woman long 
in the ministry, unless there be also a deep and a 
strong desire to impart comfort by exhibition of 
the divine goodness and the hope of immortality.” 

To us this does not bear the meaning that Mr. 
Chunn appears to hav extracted from it. It simply 
says, in clear, direct language, that no purely 
humanitarian enthusiasm nor any love for philoso- 
phy, as philosophy, will suffice to long hold a man 
in the Christian ministry after he has lost all faith 
in the supernatural dogmas of Theism and Chris- 
tianity. This would seem to be almost axiomatic. 
Why should an Agnostic wish to continue to pose 
as a representativ of an organization whose funda- 
mental doctrins. he repudiates, holding them to be 
false or unproven in science and morally pernicious? 
What business, anyway, has an Agnostic in the 
Christian ministry? Why does he want to be 
there? How can he feel at home in a temple to 
whose gods he cannot sacrifice? Is he so weak 
that he cannot stand without the supporting arm 
of a priesthood in whose worship he cannot share, 
and whose cherished beliefs he holds. to be idle 
speculations about the “ unknowable ”? 

Mr. Chunn avers that “The Unitarianism that 
would set up dogmatic qualifications for the minis- 
try lacks the inspired Bible of orthodoxy, but it 
also lacks the consistency of orthodoxy. It is the 
hybrid offspring of orthodoxy and Liberalism, and 
it ought not to receive recognition by either 
parent.” As shown in preceding paragraphs, there 


is no valid reason why a body of men, although. 


wholly destitute of sacred books and divine stand- 
ards of authority, should be asked to permit to 
pass as their own opinions which they do not 
accept, merely because the person who givs voice 
to those opinions chooses to tag himself with their 
corporate name. They are fully within their right 
in individually and ‘collectivly disowning him and 


his doctrins. Signing another man’s name to a 


note of hand is not the only kind of forgery there 
is. 

The minister who tries to preach Agnosticism in 
a Christian pulpit should be neither surprised nor 
indignant if he finds himself regarded as “the hy- 
brid offspring of orthodoxy and Liberalism,” and 
so fails to “receive recognition by either parent.” 


It might be pertinent to inquire what Mr. 
Chunn means by the phrase “heaven-born jewel”. 
Being an Agnostic. in so far as belief in a place 


called “heaven” is concerned, it would seem that 


such a positiv assertion that our moral natures are 
born in that unlocatable region is scarcely in keep- 
ing. The scientific theory is that our moral nat- 
ures hav developed as hav our bodies by almost in- 
conceivably slow processes here on this earth. 

Again, Mr. Chunn declares: “I am willing to 
trust that power which preserved me through past 
eternity, and brought me into this world about 
thirty years ago, to take care of me through future 
eternity. Whatever the condition may be that 
awaits me beyond the grave, it is the best condition 
that could await me.” If this be accepted, was not 
the condition of those maimed and killed by the 
Pomeroy tornado “the best condition that could 
await” them? Then why does Mr. Chunn sneer at 
Christians who manifest the same “trust” in their 
“personal God” that he does in his “power”? 
“Trust” implies personality in that which is 
trusted, and the faith that “nature doeth all things 
well” is as much superstition as is the faith that 
“God doeth all things well.” 


What is the Religious Character of the Nation? 
In the World’s Congress of Religions, Prof. 
Thomas O’Gorman, of the Catholic University, 
said: ; 
“We may truly say that with us separation of church 
and state is not separation of the nation from religion. 
The American conception is that the religious character 
of the nation consists mainly in the religious belief of the 
individual citizen and the conformity of conduct to that 
belief.” f 

What does Professor O'Gorman mean by “ na- 
tion”? If by nation we are to understand is meant 
the political machine, then we must say that there 
can never be peace and security in the republic so 
long as there is the slightest bond of union between 
it and religion, and we can readily believe that with 
such religionists as Professor O’Gorman and his 
confréres separation of church and state does not 
mean separation of the nation and religion. The 
phrase, “separation of church and state,” is only 
« gull’s seed thrown to catch the unwary.” Profes- 
sor O'Gorman givs the impression, or wants to 
seem to giv the impression, that by “nation” he 
means the individuals of the country, spoken of as 
a collectivity, and that separation of the political 
machine from the church machine is not separation 
of this collectivity from religion. But we use 
words very loosely and carelessly when we make 
them say that the religious character of the nation 
consists in the religious beliefs of the individual 
citizens. The nation has a political character be- 
cause it stands for a particular form of government, 
but it has no religious character, for the good rea- 
son that it stands for—or should stand for—no 
particular form of religion. 

«The American conception is that the religious 
character of the nation consists mainly in the relig- 
ious belief of the individual citizen and the conform- 
ity of conduct to that belief.” “Mainly”? The re- 
ligious character of the nation is composed chiefly 


of the belief—belief, not beliefs, mind you—of the — 


individual citizens. But what is the minor factor 
of this religious character of the nation? The use 
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of the word “mainly” implies that, in the opinion 
of Professor O'Gorman, there exist some elements 
of the religious character of the American nation— 
or: government—other than the religious belief of 
the individual citizen. What are thesé unnamed 
elements ? What can voice the religious convictions 


of the people, taken collectivly, but the belief and | 


consequent conduct of the individuals who compose 
the collectivity? Why, law, statute law, to be sure. 
What laws would Professor O’Gorman, as a mem- 
ber of the majority, demand to complement the be- 
lief and conduct of the individual Christian citizen 
in order that the religious character of the nation 
might be wholly shown ? 

so 

Preacher vs. Preacher. 

An incident of the World’s Parliament of Re- 
ligions ; 

‘The feature of the evening was a bitter attack on 
the religion of the Hindoos by Dr. George F. Pente- 
cost, the famous evangelist of London. His paper was 
entitled ‘The Present Outlook for Religion.’ He held that 
the Christian religion was the only true religion. He 
said some of the Hindoos hay been here and hav dared 
to make an attack upon Christianity. They cite the 
slums of New York and Chicago, and ask us why we do 
not cure ourselvs. They take what is outside the pale of 
Christianity and judge us by it. He then attacked the 
religious systems of India, charging that they were im- 
moral. . 

“He added: ‘There hav been several Buddhist bubbles 
floating around Chicago for the last week that need 
pricking.’ ” 

Almost at the same moment, Rev. Dr. Charles H. 
Eaton, pastor of the Church of the Divine Pa- 
ternity, New York, was praising to his congrega- 
tion the Parliament. These sentences fit the case 
of Dr. Pentecost quite as well as though they had 
been uttered especially for his admonition : 

“ The World’s Fair isa marvel by day and a dream by 
night, but if human hearts are worth more than blocks of 
stone, then the religious congress is of more importance 
than all the rest. 

“The object of the Parliament was an interchange of 
statements of all phases of belief, a comparison of views 
in a brotherly spirit and to show that there is a bond of 
common brotherhood among all men. The results would 
be the teaching of the universal] necessity of religion to 
mankind. A Turkish peasant once looked down a well 
and saw the moon shining on the quiet water. ‘What a 
pity it has fallen,’ said he. He straightway procured a 
rope and grappling-iron, and, lowering it, caught the 
moon on the hook. He gave a strong pull and fell back- 
ward. As his head touched the earth, he looked up and 
saw the moon shining in the heavens. ‘ Allah be praised,’ 
said he, ‘I hav put the moon back in its place.’ Many 
Christians who assert their beliefs to be the only true 
guide would do well to note this little story and by ob- 
servation they would discover many of the highest qual- 
ities in the so-called pagan people.” 

By the way, what does Dr. Pentecost mean by 
his declaration that the slums of New York and 
Chicago are without the pale of Christianity? Cer- 
tainly, a vast majority of the denizens of those 
slums are firm believers in the dogmas of the 
creed of which Pentecost is one of the loudest 
champions. 


Let Us Learn Good from Everything. 


The peoples of Europe and America are not bet- 
ter than the rest of the world in all things. It is 
generally allowed by thinkers—though this is dis_ 
puted by some—that they are better on the whole, 
on the average. But there are a good many points 
in which other peoples are our superiors. By 
Christians nothing would ever be said about these. 
They wish to represent our peoples as preéminent 
at all points, and others as defectiv at all points, 
because ours hav Christianity and the others hav 
not. But we can learn of foreign peoples in many 
things. 

The Japanese are a very happy and contented 
folk. Perhaps they are more happy than we. If 
this be so, then, as happiness is the end of life, they 
can be said to be a race superior to us. However, 
happiness is a thing difficult to measure. We will 
not attempt acomparison. We will say merely that 
the Japs enjoy life mighty well. Their happiness is 
attributed by some travelers to the politeness that 
characterizes all ranks of them. Rich and poor, 
these are alike courteous. It is impossible to dis- 
tinguish employer from laborer, wealthy from beggar, 
by their behavior. All, says a writer in the Fort- 


nightly Review, are clean, all are easy, all guide 
themselvs by propriety in behavior. This politeness 
must go far toward securing happiness. Where 
courtesy is not in form merely, where it springs 
from, and promotes the growth of, real kindness in 
the heart, it settles all questions and difficulties of 
the relations of men with one another. Observ- 
ance of the maxim referred to in the phrase, “In 
honor preferring one another,” would pretty nearly 
altogether soften the roughness and sweeten the 
bitterness that pervade intercourse in our rude 
Western race. 

The kindness of the Japanese to animals is re- 
markable in contrast to that exercised here. A case 
of cruelty toward animals by children, such as the 
tormentings of cats and dogs that our boys are con- 
tinually at, is about as rare in Japan as a homicide 
in this land. 

Japan has no poverty problem. One reason is 
said to be found in the land system, which givs a 
holding to every worker and encourages him to 
labor and reap not a part but all the fruits thereof. 

The equality and intermingling of classes is great. 
It is helpful in a number of ways. The governor 
lets his child go to the common school and sit next 
to the child of the manual laborer, certain that his 
child will pick up no bad manners and get no con- 
tamination in thought or in person. This equality 
enables rich and poor to meet as friends, and gifts 
can pass without degradation. The rich nobles in 
the country are thus able to giv to those whom 
they know to be in need, and friendship becomes 
the channel of charity. * 

Wants are limited in Japan. There is a curious 
absence of ostentatious luxury. The habits of liv- 
ing are in all classes much the same, and the rich do 
not outshine the poor by carriages, palaces, and 
jewelry. The rich spend their money on curios, 
which, if costly, are limited, and the most popular 
agitation is that against the big European houses 
which ministers build for themselvs. Wealth is 
thus not absorbed, and is more ready for invest- 
ment in remunerativ labor. 

We should admire and imitate good wherever we 
see it. It is only by so doing that we can main- 
tain that slight advance over the rest of mankind 
which we now, perhaps, possess. But the priests 
and preachers would never urge upon us for adop- 
tion a trait or habit of any other people. They 
think that to admit that any other race has merits 
which we hav not, would be to acknowledge the 
falseness of the clerical claim that Christianity con- 
fers all goods. 

And the essential Christian spirit is not in har- 
mony with any recognition of the excellence of 
others. That spirit is the quintessence of selfish- 
ness and self-conceit. The truly Christian impulse 
is, to think our world looked after by a god be- 
cause we are on it, our human species of a different 
origin from other animals because we belong to it, 
our sect going to heaven and our neighbor’s to hell 
because we belong to the former and he does not, 
and our nation better in every way than others be- 
cause we are a member of it. The Christian spirit 
is the acme of selfishness and arrogance. When it 
prevails wholly it arrests all progress. The race 
can advance only by means of the policy of the Lib- 
eral—an impartial search for truth, and a free 
recognition of truth and merit wherever found, and 
adoption of them. 


Agents Wanted. 


We believe that not only can good be done but 
money made by any Liberal who will canvass for 
our book “Old Testament Stories Comically Illus- 
trated.” In fact we know one man who worked at 
it but a.few hours weekly and sold nearly fifty 
copies in a month. The price is low; everybody 
knows the Old Testament stories, and nearly every- 
body would like a book applying nineteenth-cent- 
ury wit and knowledge to them. People like to 
laugh. Reverence for the Old Testament tales has 
largely disappeared and jokes at the expense of 
Jonah and Joseph and Esau and Samson and David, 
and the other worthies of unsavory reputation, are 
keenly appreciated. It seems to us that the book 
will sell at sight. It does here in the store. 


Liberals out of employment will find this a good 
way to make an honest dollar. 

Terms to agents sent upon application. 

ea ee 

The New York Herald, in an editorial criticism 
of Zola’s arguments against anonymity in journal- 
ism, says: “All the great movements in public 
opinion are anonymous. The belief in God is the 
result of the unanimous belief of the nameless 
crowd.” This is true, and itis also true that the 
Southern lynchings and torturings are the results 
of the “unanimous belief of the nameless crowds.” 
Peculiar coincidence isn’t it, gentlemen of the 
Herald? 


PESEE EA 

The eminent Dr. Brinton contradicts those who 
hold that diseases of the nervous system hav in- 
creased with the increase of civilization. He says 
that “civilization, so far from increasing this class 
of maladies, is one of the most efficient agents in 
reducing them in number and severity, especially 
when free from religious excitement and compet- 
itiv anxieties.” For our part, we should conclude 
from the pages of history that at no period can 
nervous diseases hav prevailed more than in the old 
times of religious panics and crazes, with the epi- 
de-rics of convulsions, dancing manias, and the 
like. 

A maze to the pride of intellect, the Bible is simple and 
sweet and blessed to faith. To the ritualistic Jews a 
stumbling block, to the rationalistic Greeks foolishness, 
to the faithful and lowly it is nothing short of the power 
of God. It comes to such as the sun rises out of the hori- 
zon upon him that watches for it, and shines upon him in 
all its sublimity.—New York Observer. 

Eliminate intelligence, and to the “faithful and 
lowly” Mother Goose’s Melodies: or the Arabian 
Nights would be “nothing short of the power of 
God,” if such a view of either were sedulously in- 
culated generation after generation, under penalty 
of hell on earth and beyond for non-belief. 


In answering the question, “ Does a man who is 
prosperous and rich in the world’s goods owe a 
duty to his neighbor, who is less fortunate?” 
John Swinton says, in the Independent: “I know 
persons, who, repudiating all religious dogmas, act 
on this law. I know men who are really Infidels, 
blasphemers, repulsiv persons, who act on this law 
with promptitude, precision, and inevitably.” 
Indeed! And are these benevolent persons repul- 
siv inherently, regardless of their infidelity, or are 
they simply repulsiv to you, because they are 
Infidels ? 


—— es 

“Lona Branca, N. J., Sept. 28, 1893,—Five hundred 
delegates were present to-day at the thirty-fourth annual 
convention of the State Sunday-school Association, and 
the Rev. Mr. Provost in his address startléd them. 
‘Many of the Sunday-school teachers,’ said he, ‘are users 
of rum daily, go to races, gamble, play cards, and use 
profane language. I know many and can name them in 
this building, but do not feel like it just now.’” 

When you make church-membership and activity 
in religious work the conditions of social respect- 
ability you inevitably breed hypocrits. History 
bears sad but eloquent witness to this. When the 
National Reformers hav won and the nation is 
“Christian” in law and name the hypocrits will be 
multiplied a million-fold. 


As one of the fruits of the World’s Congress of 
Religions we hay the “Brotherhood of Christian 
Unity,” an organization having for its object “The 
glory of the Creator and the relief of man’s state.” 
The New York Times indulges the presumption 
that “There are doubtless many professed Ag- 
nostics, and even avowed unbelievers, who will be 
prepared to subscribe to what is in no sense a con- 
fession of faith.” Why unbelievers should profess 
to “desire to serve God” in order to work for 
humanity when they can labor in humanity's behalf 
without stultifying themselvg by any such accept- 
ance of Theism, the Zimes does not condescend to 
state. 7 


“Joseph Garrison, a well-to-do farmer, who livs near. 
the line between North and South Carolina, was one of 
the unfortunate farmers in this section whose crop was 
badly damaged by the great storm, Garrison went out 
in one of his fields of corn a day or so ago, and, seeing 
that it was almost totally ruined, he blasphemed terribly. 
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He returned to his house and has been in a delirious | the “power of God to transform the soul’? 


condition since. In his wakeful moments he repeats the 
epithets. The case attracted a great deal of attention.” 


The dailies head this—“ Cursed God and “Was 
Stricken.” That this man’s delirium was caused, 
as was his “blasphemy”, by the loss of his crop, 
does not seem to hav occurred to the reflecters of 
what the New York Herald calls the “unanimous 
belief ” of the masses, so they jump to the irrelevant 
and irrational conclusion that some god hit him on 
the head and upset his reason because he had 
blasphemed his majesty. i 


It is significant that the victories of Freethought 
are in the fields of literature and science. In the 
domain of politics the church militant is still the 
church triumphant, in most cases. In the maga- 
zines and reviews we can feel the pulse-beats of a 
nobler and deeper thought, but the newspapers 
and religious journals chronicle an almost unbroken 
series of defeats for freedom of thought on every 
political rampart where the church enters the fight 
in earnest against the secular theory of government, 
against the cherished principles of the fathers of 
the republic, against the idea and fact of equal op- 
portunities for citizens-of all shades of belief, non- 
belief, and unbelief. We can study nature and we 
can dream of a better era, but we cannot, it would 
seem, hold our own in the face of a united church, 
of an invasiv and aggressiv hierarchy. 

Jo a 

This country now possesses what is termed an 
American pope. This is Monsignor Satolli, who has 
been sent here to occupy a permanent position as 
chief arbiter and director of the concerns of the pa- 
pacy in this country. His power is superior even 
to that of our archbishops. The Catholics are 
divided as to the desirableness of his office. Some 
of the clergy favor, and some seem inclined to re- 
sist, this prelate. One secular journal, the New 
York Herald, givs a surmise as to the pope’s motiv 
in establishing the office, which conjecture we think 
may not be far wrong, and which we will therefore 
print here, as follows: “ When Mgr. Satolli said at 
the Catholic Congress in Chicago that ‘America is 
the key of the future,’ he indicated the motiv of the 
pope in sending him here clothed with extraordi- 

nary power. The opinion is a perfectly sound one, 

and is ratified by the judgment of every student of 
history. Both politically and spiritually the repub- 
lic is the hope of the world. It is no boast to say 
that we represent on the one hand the largest free- 
dom of worship and on the other the most ad- 
vanced ideas of government. Since, therefore, we 
hav a domain which is practically without limit, and 
a population unaffected by religious traditions, we 
present to the missionary an ample and remunerativ 
field for the exercise of his energy.” 


‘The Congress may not be the occasion of giving anew 
composite religion to the world, but it will certainly hav 
a tendency to create the impression that one religion is 
about as good as another, after all; indeed it has done 
something in this direction already. And as merely 
moral systems the difference may not be so very great; 
but while other religions hav no power in them or back 
of them but the power of the human will, there is in 
Christianity the power of God to transform the soul. 
This fact has, however, been very largely lost sight of 
by the promoters of the Congress of Religions. They 
propose to make an exhibit of Christianity, but they can 
not thus exhibit its hidden power, without which it is not 
Christianity. The Congress of Religions is simply an 
exhibition of human vanity .”—American Sentinel, 

As the Sentinel seems disposed to admit that as 
“merely moral systems” there may be no great 
difference between the world religions, we are at a 
loss to see the need of the alleged transforming 
power of God in Christianity. Does the Sentinel 
mean to say that, no matter how good a life a man 
may hav led, there can be no resurrection for him 
unless his soul has been transformed by the power 
of God through Christianity? The American Sen- 
zinel is making a brave and able fight against the 
God-in-the-Constitution fanatics, who are striving 
to make church and state one, and whose efforts, 
if successful, would result in the utter subversion 
of the liberties of the American people. Its ene- 
‘mies in this struggle are its fellow-Christians; its 
allies are the Freethinkers. Which—the hie- 
rarchical. Christians or the Freethinkers—hay felt 


“c By 
their fruits ye shall know them.” 


‘We desire to call the attention of readers of Tux 
Teura Szexer to the benefits of subscribing to the 
Truth Seeker Monthly Library. The yearly sub- 
scription is only $3, and subscribers to the Library 
receive a paper-bound copy of each book issued in 
it; or, if they desire the books in cloth binding, 
subscribers can remit the. difference in price be- 
tween paper and cloth binding, and get the books 
in the latter shape. So far this year subscribers 
to the Library hav received “Paine Vindicated,” 
by Colonel Ingersoll, price 15 cents; the “Crea- 
tion of God,” by Dr. Hartmann, price 50 cents; 
the “Resurrection of Jesus,” by Don Allen, price 
40 cents; “Crimes of Preachers,” price 25 cents; 
the “Handbook of Freethought,” by W. S. Bell, 
price 50 cents; “Religion a Curse,” by S. P. Put- 
nam, price 25 cents; “ Design Argument Fallacies,” 
price 15 cents; “ Pen Pictures of the World’s Fair,” 
price 25 cents, and “Abraham Lincoln: Was He a 
Christian?” price 50 cents. Other books besides 
are in preparation. One of these, we may men- 
tion, is “Pleasure and Progress,” by A. M. 
Lorentz, LL.B., of which further notice will 
shortly be made. Send $3 and receive at cnce 
the books already published, and, as they ap- 
pear, those which will be published between now 
and January, 94. 


Freethought Progress. 


The secretary of the Freethought Federation reports 
that the Congressman from a certain Marii a Free- 
thinker. Don’t mention it; he voted for the Sunday 
closing of the World’s Fair. 


The Sunday omnibus business in Toronto is increasing; 
a second line being started on Sunday last, thus covering 
the city front for about six miles. No fares are charged, 
but a box is left on the seat, into which passengers drop 
what sums they choose to pay. Both lines appear to 
do well financially. 


It is no indication of ‘‘ progress” that the London 
National Reformer, the journal founded and for thirt; 
years edited by Charles Bradlaugh, will soon cease publi- 
cation, but itis some relief to know that its present 
editor, John M. Robertson, is to start a new monthly, to 
be called the Free Review. It will cost one shilling (25 
cents) per number, fifteen shillings per year. The corps 
of contributors announced is the best possible guarantee 
of the quality of the publication. 


Mr. G. W. Foote, editor of the London Freethinker, 
lectured early in September at Douglas Head, Isle of 
Man. It was a decided innovation, and he accomplished 
his purpose in plain defiance of the town commissioners, 
who arbitrarily ruled that only the clergy could occupy 
the common ground of Douglas Head. Mr. Foote was 
ably supported by Mr. Robert Forder and other fearless 
Freethinkers from various parts of England, and the 
Liverpool roughs of the Christian Evidence Society were 
nicely foiled in their attempt to create a mob and drive 
the Infidels from the Head. 


“ Kissing the book” is likely before long to become one 
of the lost arts. Another objector to the practice has 
turned up in the West London police court in the person 
of Dr. Morris Wallace, called to giv evidence in a case 
where one woman was charged with stabbing another in 
the eye with a fork. The doctor said he had no religious 
scruples, but he considered that there was a risk to health 
involved in putting to his lips a book which has already 
been kissed by other people. The magistrate suggested 
as a compromise kissing the inside of the volume. But 
here, too, the doctor objected ‘‘on sanitary grounds,” 
and he was finally sworn by holding up the right hand. — 
New York Herald. 


Churchly Purpose and Performance. 


Is religion no lọnger dangerous? The London Free- 
thinker shows that the present pope has created ‘‘one 
new patriarchate, twenty-seven new archbishoprics, and 
seventy-seven new bishoprics.” : 


The Sabbatarians of Yarmouth hav incited the police to 
prosecute Sunday oyster-sellers, tobacconists, and fruit- 
erers, for following their own calling on the Lord’s day, 
under the old act of Charles Il.—London Freethinker. 


The Consolidated Street Railway Company of Wor- 
cester, Mass., recently did some Sunday work on their 
tracks, upon which an indignation meeting was called by 
the ministers of that city to protest against a recurrence 
of the ‘‘ desecration.””—American Sentinel, 


The Catholic Review, referring to Protestant mission- 
aries, says that ‘‘in India, China, and other parts of Asia, 
in central Africa, with the help of British officers, they 


are exterminating the nativ Catholics and banishing 


priests and nativ rulers.” 
The grand jury of Tarrant county, Tex., hands this re- 
port to the presiding judge: i i 
To Hon. S. P. Green, judge of the forty-eighth dis- 
trict of Tarrant Co., Tex., Dear Sir: We, the under- 
signed grand jury, would respectfully report that we hav 
made diligent inquiry into all crimes and misdemeanors 
that hav come to our knowledge; that we hav found three 
hundred and thirty-three bills of indictment, a large por- 


tion of them being for violations of the Sabbath law. The ' 


disposition of a great many business men to disregard the 
Sabbath seems to be growing toanalarming extent. While 
this does not apply to all lines of business, yet it does ex- 
ist, and unless there is a united effort on the part of all 
law-abiding citizens to enforce the law, no one can fore- 
tell the result, as all the larger crimes are a result of dis- 
regard for law in minor offenses. 


The woes of sinners in hell will not be a cause of grief 
to the saints in heaven, but of rejoicing; will be the fruit 
of an amiable disposition, and a perfect holiness, and 
conformity to Christ. At the judgment you may be 
ready to fly to some godly friend; but you will see them, 
unconcerned for you, with joy ascending to meet the Lord, 
and not less joyful for the horror in which they see you. 
When they hear you groan and sigh and gnash your teeth, 
these things will not move them at all to pity you. After 
your godly parents shall hav seen you lie in hell millions 
of years, or ages, in torment day and night, they will not 
begin to pity you then. They will praise God that his 
justice appears in the eternity of your misery. The tor- 
menis in hell will be immeasurably greater than being in 
a glowing oven, a brick kiln, or fiery furnace.— President 
Edwards. 


“T notice in your paper a reference to the cost of con- 
verting Jews. It reminds me of the cost of converting 
the heathen in these parts. The missionaries of Kangra 
hav been at work since 1846, and hav converted in that 
time one adult. The Moravian missionaries at Lahoul 
hav been at work about the same time, and hav con- 
verted one Lahouli and one Ladaki (adults). Of course 
they do better business with infants, some of whom are 
voluntarily brought to the mission by their parents, 
while others are sold in times of scarcity. You will be 
interested to know what becomes of them. The children 
are brought up, of course, in the tenets of Christianity. 
When they arrive at marriageable age, a board forthwith 
assembles and decides which maiden shall be given to 
which youth. The marriage is then consummated. Thus 
more little Christians are bred, just as you would fox- 
hounds and horses, and so the church of God increases.” 
This is an entirely new view of the propagation of the 
gospel in foreign parts. But why, I would ask, can 
not this method of multiplying the saints be practised as 
well at home as in partibus infidelium ?~—Punjab, 
India, letter in London Truth. 


DEA 

Everyone going to Chicago this fall should hav a 
copy of S. P. Putnam’s “ Pen Pictures of the World’s 
Fair” in his pocket. He will find it a great aid to in- 
telligent sight-seeing. Price, 25 cents; 5 copies for 
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Lectures and Meetings. 
COLONEL INGERSOLL’S LECTURH DATES. 
The people along the line of the following towns will, 
during October, be made happy by a visit by Colonel In- 
gersoll, who will speak on the following dates: 


Oct. 8 Louisville, Ky. Oct. 19 Omaha, Neb. 
“ 9 Lexington, ‘' ‘ 20 Council Bluffs, Ia. 


“10 Paris, ee “ 21 Atchison, Kan. 
‘© 41 Cincinnati, O. “ 22 Kansas City, Mo. 
“12 Richmond, Ind, ‘* 23 St. Joseph, ‘° 
“13 Indianapolis A ** 25 Lincoln, Neb. 
“15 St. Louis, Mo. t“ 97 Sioux City, Ia. 
“16 Springfield, IIL. “© 29 Chicago, Ill. 


‘17 Quincy, e 


Tut Manhattan Liberal Club meets every Friday eve- 
ning, at eight o’clock, in German Masonic Hall, No. 220 
East Fifteenth street, New York. Its lectures for Octo- 
ber are: 

October 6th.—‘‘ The Silver Question:” Henry Nichols. 
October 13th.—‘‘ Christianity and After :” T. B. Wake- 


man. 
October 20th. —‘‘ Freethought and Morality:” S. P. Put- 


nam. 
October 27th.—‘‘ Arbitration:” Albert Day. 
E. B. Foor, JR., Presiding Officer. 


Tue fifth Annual Convention of the Oregon State Sec- 
ular Union will be held at Red Men’s hall, corner of 
Second and Salmon street, Portland, Ore., October 20th, 
21st, and 22d. Entertainment will be provided for visit- 
ing Liberals by the members of the First Secular church 
of Portland and therefore those who expect to attend 
will please inform the secretary, Katie Kehm Smith, 
Oregon City, Ore. There will be important business 
before the Convention that should interest every Liberal 
in the state. Let the attendance be large. An interest- 
ing program will be provided. By order of the executiv 
committee. 


As previously announced in our columns, John R. 
Charlesworth will commence a tour Eastward. The fol- 
lowing appointments are on his list, and friends along the 
route desiring lectures should address him at once: 


Oct. 15 Cincinnati, O. Nov. 3 Manhattan Liberal 
‘© 49 Golden Pond, Ky. Club, New York. 


s* 20 ‘© 5 Newark, N. J. 
21 SA ss ‘ 19 Boston, Mass. 
ce 22 (Z3 ec . 


J. E. Rumspure goes to Wisconsin after the Congress 
His appointments are as follows: 


Portage, Oct. 10 | Hillsborough, Oct, 15 
Madison, 11 | West Salem, “16 
Lodi, ** 12, 18, 14 


Henny Rowery, of Brooklyn, will lecture before the 
Newark Liberal League, Sunday, Oct. 8th, Subject, 
tt Education. ” 


—a 
Bound Volumes of The Truth Seeker. 

We hav a few bound volumes of THE TRUTH SEEKER for 
the year just closed (1892) which will be sent on receipt 
of $4. We also hav a few of previous years which can 
be sold for $3. Readers desirous of keeping files-as re- 
ceived weekly can obtain the File Binder for $1. 
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Communications. 


An Agnostic Ministry. 

The Christian Register, a Unitarian newspaper 
published in Boston, in its issue of August 24th 
answers the question, “ What encouragement should 
be given to Agnostics to enter the ministry?” The 
gist of the Christian Registers answer to the 
question propounded is that an Agnostic, one who 
does not accept the belief in a personal God, and in 
the conscious existence of mankind beyond the 
grave, ought not to be encouraged to enter the 
ministry. This passage may be regarded as the 
keynote in the editorial article referred to: “No 
literary ambition, or interest in social problems, or 
desire to deliver lectures, or love of philosophy will 
pe sufficient to hold any man or woman long in the 
ministry unless there be also a deep and strong de- 
sire to impart comfort by exhibition of the divine 
goodness and the hope of immortality.” This posi- 
tion taken by the Christian Register on the subject 
of “ An Agnostic Ministry” cannot be construed in 
any other sense than as an attempt to set up a dog- 
matic qualification for the ministry. That which 
distinguishes our Liberal faith from all other faiths 
in Christendom is the absence of any dogmatic test 
whatever for those who sit in the pews, and for those 
who speak from the pulpit. The door that leads 
to our pulpits, as well as the door that leads to our 
pews, is supposed to be wide and high enough to 
allow.every man to enter freely, from the man who 
accepts the Nicene creed, which honors Christ and 
the holy spirit as worthy of worship along with 
God the father, to the man who turns away from 
the worship of both Trinitarian and Unitarian gods 
to bow reverently at the shrine of the “unknown 
and unknowable god.” The Christian Register 
would not prefer charges of heresy against an Ag- 
nostic pastor, but it givs us to understand in the 
most unmistakable language that an Agnostic would 
be better off out of the ministerial profession than in 
that profession. Happily, the day has gone by 
when a Unitarian pastor can be tried for heresy, but 
unhappily the day has not gone by when, if he is an 
Agnostic, he may receive a hint that he could employ 
his time and talents to better advantage in some 
other profession than that of the ministry of 
religion. 

The attempt to set up dogmatic qualifications for 
the ministry is always fraught with danger. The 
setting up of dogmatic qualifications for the minis- 
try has been one of the greatest curses of orthodox 
religion, and has been the means of driving thou- 
sands of the brightest intellects from the orthodox 
faith. If Unitarianism is to bind its ministers to a 
certain creed, what more is Unitarianism than or- 
thodoxy broadened out a little? If it is logical to 
encourage only those persons who accept the belief 
in the personality of God and in the immortality of 
the soul to enter the ministry, why is it not logical 
to encourage only those persons who accept the be- 
lief in the inspiration of the Bible and in the 
divinity of Christ to enter the ministry? Who has 
the right to determin what shall be or what shall 
not be a doctrinal qualification for a candidate for 
the Unitarian ministry? If you would add to the 
dogmatic qualifications that the Christian Register 
would demand of a candidate for the ministry the 
belief in a supernatural Christ, you would meet the 
requirements of the liberal Congregational churches. 
If you would add to the dogmatic qualifications that 
the Chistian Register would demand of a candidate 
for the ministry a few more dogmas, such as the in- 
spiration of the scriptures, the atonement, everlast- 
ing punishment, you would meet the requirements 
of the most orthodox church in Christendom. 
When we once begin to set up dogmatic qualifies- 
tions for the ministry, where shall we stop? In 
our zeal to protect the churches from “unsound 
teachers,” we may find ourselvs vieing with the 
most rigid orthodoxy in hedging in our pulpits. 
Orthodoxy, when setting up dogmatic tests for the 
ministry, can make a show of consistency, for it 
professes to find in its inspired Bible authority for 
setting up these tests. Unitarianism has no inspired 
Bible that it professes to accept as authority, and, 
therefore, unlike orthodoxy, it has no criterion to 


guide it when making dogmatic qualifications for: 


the ministry. The Unitarianism that would set up 
dogmatic qualifications for the ministry lacks the 
inspired Bible of orthodoxy, but it also lacks the 
consistency of orthodoxy. It is the hybrid off- 
spring of orthodoxy and Liberalism, and it ought 
not to receive recognition by either parent. 

Orthodoxy we know, and Liberalism we know, 
but what is this mongrel faith that the Christian 
Register would invoke us to reverence? 

It is not the particular object of this sermon to 
attempt to show the tenableness of the Agnostic 


position. But I wish to remark that the Agnostic 
can be driven from his position only by bringing 
against him an array of stubborn facts. He cares 
not for beautiful sentiments that are not based on 
stubborn facts. You may deliver to him a pane- 
gyric on the “Divine Goodness,” but such a dis- 
aster as the late Pomeroy tornado proclaims in 
more convincing tones that God is Law than the 
most eloquent human tongue can proclaim that God 
is Love. The man who can stand amid the 
wreck of that Pomeroy tornado—the wreck of 
property, the wreck of life, and the still more awful 
wreck of mind caused by that never to-be-forgotten 
event—and then worship a personal God of infinit 
power and goodness, would experience no difficulty 
in paying homage to the Jehovah of the Old Testa- 
ment. In 1 Sam. xv, we are told that Jehovah 
commanded Saul to smite Amalek and spare not, 
but slay both man and woman, infant and suckling, 
ox and sheep, camel and ass. Orthodox scholarshav 
attempted again and again to save the moral charac- 
ter of Jehovah in the face of this bloodthirsty com- 
mand that he givs to Saul. I take up an orthodox 
commentary on 1 Sam., and I read on this passage: 
« The national interest required, and God, as king 
of Israel, decreed, that this public enemy should be 
removed.” It fills one’s soul with contempt to read 
the vain efforts made by orthodox scholars to pre- 
serve the moral character of the Old Testament 
God in the face of the long list of terrible crimes of 
which he stands condemned. Buta personal God, 
who causes or permits such a disaster as the Pom- 
eroy tornado is as guilty of just as heinous a crime 
as was Jehovah of the Old Testament when he com- 
manded Saul to exterminate the Amalekites root 
and branch. We do just as great a wrong to our 
moral nature when we attempt to vindicate the jus- 
tice of a personal God in causing or permitting the 
Pomeroy tornado, as we should do should we at- 
tempt to vindicate the justice of Jehovah in com- 
manding Saul to exterminate the Amalekites. The 
time has come for theologians to cease making gods 
that men and women can worship only at the ex- 
pense of crucifying their moral nature. One man 
can look always on the bright side of the picture of 
life, and sing the “Divine Goodness.” Another man 
can fix his eyes on the dark side of the picture of 
life, and with just as much reason bewail the « Di- 
vine Badness.” Some advocates of the Liberal 
faith can hold fast to their belief in a God, infinit in 
powér, goodness, and knowledge in spite of the 
moral and physical evil with which the world is 
smitten. But other advocates of the Liberal faith 
who are just as reverent, just as conscientious, just 
as earnest in their efforts to work for the good of 
mankind, cannot cherish such a belief of God. The 
men and women who belong to this Jatter class can 
commend no characteristic in a God that they 
would denounce in a fellow-mortal. Their moral 
nature is their one priceless jewel which they will 
preserve intact. Nothing will ever induce them to 
worship at the altar of any God where they cannot 
worship without dimming the luster of that heaven- 
born jewel, their moral nature. These men and 
women hay not renouuced their belief in “God;” 
they hav simply renounced their belief in the hosts 
of man-made gods—gods of thoughtas well as gods 
nd Stone—that hav been set up as objects of wor- 
ship. 

Then, too, as regards the question of personal 
immortality, the Agnostic is not willing to accept 
sentiment as the equivalent of facts. If the Chris- 
tian Register has any facts to giv that man contin- 
ues to liv after the death of his body, we should be 
glad to take them at their full value. We should 
be glad to listen respectfully to all valid arguments 
that can be advanced in support~f the belief that 
man is possessed of an immortal soul which sur- 
vives the wreck of his mortal body. But no desire 
to follow the rules of religious etiquet, or to bestow 
comfort upon the sorrowful, ought to lead a man to 
giv his assent to theories of the future condition of 
mankind that there are no scientific grounds for as- 
senting to. Man, like all vertebrate animals, begins 
his existence in a simple cell. No eye can distin- 
guish any difference between the simple cell that 
afterward becomes a man, and the simple cell that 
afterward becomes a dog. The individual life of 
man, like that of every other animal, begins with 
the act of fertilization. The individual life of man, 
as far as science can determin, ends with the death 
of the body. Science knows nothing of an imma- 
terial soul that bocomes a part of man at some 
period in his development. The difference between 
man and the dog is a difference of degree and not 
of kind. These facts, established by the investiga- 
tions of modern scientists may not be pleasant facts 
to consider, but what good shall we accomplish if 
we close our eyes to the facts? The ostrich cannot 
escape from the hunters by hiding its head in the 
sand. We cannot escape the condition that awaits 


us beyond the grave by taking refuge behind pious 
sentiment. Every fair-minded person must look 
these facts squarely in the face. While the Agnos- 
tic Sees no way to escape the conclusion arrived at 
by scientists regarding the future condition of man- 
kind, he is not presumptious enough to assert that 
science has solved the problem of personal immor- 
tality so that it can never be opened up again. 
Science may hav failed to discover and to giv due 
weight to all the factors that ought to enter into 
the solution of the problem of personal immortality. 
Science at this stage of its progress cannot be re- 
lied upon as an infallible guide to conduct us 
through the intricacies of the problem. The atti- 
tude that the Agnostic takes toward the question of 
personal immortality is not that of dogmatic de- 
nial or dogmatic affirmation ; it is that of suspended 
judgment. When a man asks me if the planet Mars 
is inhabited, I answer: “I do not know; science 
has not yet in its possession sufficient data to de- 
termin whether or not the planet is inhabited.” 
And, when a man asks me if the departed are en- 
joying conscious existence beyond the grave, I an- 
swer: “I donot know; science has not yet in its 
possession sufficient data to determin whether or 
not the departed are conscious in the shadow- . 
land.” 

As far as the kope of personal immorality is con- 
cerned, the Agnostic has no quarrel with hope. But 
it is a war to the knife with dogma. Man in every 
age of the world has been making his god in his 
own image, and denouncing as an Atheist everyone 
who would not fall "down and worship this god. 
And man in every age has been making his future 
world after the fashion of this present world, and 
denouncing as a Materialist everyone who would 
not believe in the existence of this future world. 
The time has come to call a halt on the manufact- 
ure of religious dogma. Men may well agree to 
differ in their opinion regarding a question on which 
so little light has been shed as that of the future 
condition of mankind. It is by no means a neces- 
sary conclusion that a continued conscious existence 
beyond the grave is the best possible condition 
that mankind could experience. I would not trust 
the best heaven-maker in the world to make a 
heaven for me in which I should be forced to spend 
future eternity. But I am willing to trust that 
power which preserved me through past eternity, 
and brought me into this world about thirty years 
ago, to take care of me through future eternity. 
Whatever the condition may be that awaits me be- 
yond the grave, it is the best condition that could 
await me. 

It seems to be difficult for the Christian Regis- 
ter to understand what motiv an Agnostic can hav 
to enter the ministry. It is an historical fact that 
the man of the narrower creed bas always found it 
difficult to understand what motiv the man of the 
broader creed could hav to preach his message to 
the world. The man of narrow creed can discover 
lying beyond the bounds of his creed no truths 
that are worth preaching. A few years ago I heard 
an orthodox minister say that if he did not accept 
the doctrin of vicarious suffering in the strictest 
sense, that Christ shed his blood on Calvary to save 
mankind from the just wrath of God, he would hav 
no motiv to preach the gospel. The conservativ 
wing of the Congregational denomination cannot 
appreciate the motiv that prompts the more liberal 
members of that faith who believe in a “second 
probation” for the unfortunate heathen, to carry 
the gospel to heathen lands. The doctrin of a sec- 
ond probation “cuts the nerve of missions.” The 
average orthodox believer cannot appreciate the 
motiv that leads men and women to embrace the 
Unitarian faith. When you giv up the inspired 
Bible and the supernatural Christ, you hav given up 
all in religion that for the average orthodox be- 
liever has any value. f 

The truth is, that to broaden one’s creed means 
to strengthen and not to weaken one’s motiv to 
preach. The Agnostic minister certainly has as 
strong and worthy motivs as any man to preach his 
message tothe world. The Agnostic minister has a 
just right to a share in these grand ethical truths 
which are the common property of all religions. 
These grand ethical truths, which are as old as the 
oldest of the world’s historic religions, ought to 
constitute the staple of all preaching. There is no 
just reason for believing that either the orthodox 
ministery or the conservativ Unitarian ministry has 
the monopoly of these ethical truths. Then the 
Agnostic’s conception of God as eternal and un- 
changeable law is grander than the conception of 
God as personality. One of the greatest curses 
that has disfigured the Christian religion is the 
doctrin of the forgiveness of sins. Christianity has 
taught for centuries the pernicious doctrin that 
there is no sin under heaven, exeept the gin of 


honest doubt, that God will not gladly forgiv. The 
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Agnostic knows nothing of a God who can or who 
will forgiv sins. Sin is a transgression of the law 
of righteousness. It is just as impossible for a 
man to transgress the moral law and escape pun- 
ishment as it would be for him to put his hand into 
the fire and escape burning. It would require a 
volume to do justice to the evil results that hav 
followed from the Christian doctrin of the forgiv- 
ness of sins. The Agnostic gospel of God as un- 
changeable law steers clear of the evil that the 
Christian gospel inculcates by its doctrin of God 
as unchangeable personality. 

Another fault of which the Christian gospel 
stands condemned is that of teaching men and 
women to despise this world, and to fix their hopes 
on another world beyond the grave. Monasticism 
is the logical outcome of the Christian doctrin of 
heaven. The less men should care for this world 
the greater would be their happiness in heaven. 
A life of hardship and self-denial here was the 
currency coined in the mint of selfishness—with 
which men and woman were to purchase crowns of 
everlasting glory in heaven. The common people 
were duped by the priesthood, and induced to ex- 
change their earthly possessions for the imaginary 
possessions of heaven. The Agnostic gospel knows 
nothing of another world beyond the grave. ‘One 
world at a time,” is the motto of the Agnostic 
gospel. 

The Agnostic gospel instead of teaching its 
advocates to despise this world, teaches them to 
use it, to improve it, to beautify it. The Agnos- 
tic gospel is the best antidote to the poison of 
monasticism. It is the best antidote to that 
spirit of fanaticism which leads men and women 
to believe that by catering to the whims of priest- 
craft they are laying up for themselvs treasures in 
heaven. 

The ministers of religion hav been preaching for 
centuries the proud gospel of I-know. The time 
has come for them to preach the humbler gospel of 
L-do-not-know. The ministers of religion for cen- 
turies hav been speaking as familiarly of the plans 
of God as if they had been admitted into the 
secret counsels of the most high. The time has 
come for them to learn the truth that reverence 
consists in bowing in silent awe in the presence 
of the Unknowable, and not in making arrogant 
claims to hav fathomed the thoughts of the al- 
mighty. The ministers of religion for centuries 
have been speaking as positivly and as arrogantly 
of the condition of mankind beyond the grave as if 
they themselvs had passed over into the shadow- 
land and returned to tell us what their eyes saw 
and their ears heard in that realm of mystery. ‘The 
time has come for them to learn the truth that 
reverence consists in making an honest confession 
of ignorance when standing in the presence of 
death, and not in- claiming to gaze behind the vale 
of the future upon which fate has inscribed the 
word “unknown.” The world is longing for minis- 
ters of religion who are bold and honest enough to 
stand up like men and make a clean breast of their 
ignorance. The world has been fed long enough 
on religious dogma. Men and women hav been 
paying out their money long enough to support a 
ministry that professes to know the unknowable, 
and fathom the unfathomable. I venture to 
prophesy that when ministers of religion learn the 
art of confining their preaching to the sphere of 
the knowable, they will find their congregations 
growing larger:and not smaller. I would put no 
restrictions upon psychical research. I shall 
always be glad to receive any light that future in- 
vestigation may shed upon the problem of man’s 
existence beyond the grave. But I shall not take 
opinions for facts; I shall not take sentiment for 

` truth; I shall not take the light of the will-o’-the- 
wisp for the light of the sun. I believe that if 
there is any man who is qualified to preach, it is 
the man who can put early prejudice and. religious 
sentiment under his feet and follow unimpeded the 
path of truth. Unitarianism, as I understand it, 
givs its advocates the largest freedom of thought 
and speech. It does not hedge in its advocates, as 
the Christian Register would hav us believe, and 
then say to them: “You may hav the largest liberty, 
only you must not go beyond the limits of this 
hedge.” If the Christian Register has sounded the 
war cry of Unitarianism, then the time has indeed 
come for every friend of true progress to leave 
Unitarianism and work for the organization of a 
church that shall be free in reality as well as free 
in name. But the Christian Register does not 
voice the sentiment of progressiv Unitarianism. 
It voices the sentiment of non-progressiv Unitarian- 
ism, which, like orthodoxy, is bound to droop and 
die before the coming of the larger and broader 
and truer faith. | M. W. Cuonn, Pa.D., 

Pastor of the Unity churches, Luverne, Minn., 

and Hock Rapids, Ta, 
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A Methodist ter” on Lincoln’s Re- 
ligion. 

In the New York Christian Advocate of Septem- 
ber 7th appears a lengthy editorial under the cap- 
tion, “Was Abraham Lincoln a Church-member ?” 
During the Ingersoll-Collis controversy last winter 
concerning Lincoln’s religious belief the Advocate, 
to the surprise of many, denied the claim of Gen- 
eral Collis that Lincoln was a church-member and 
affirmed that he was not. 

A little later the Mail and Express, Col. Elliott 
F. Shepard’s paper, came out in an editorial as- 
serting that Collis was right, and the Advocate and 
Ingersoll wrong. Colonel Shepard attempted to 
prove that Lincoln was a church-member. But the 
only proof adduced was a deliberate forgery, ex- 
ecuted by the pious editor himself. He quoted 
from Townsend’s “ Library of National, State, and 


Individual Records ” a letter which Rev. Dr. Smith, 


formerly pastor of the Presbyterian church of 
Springfield, IN., which Lincoln sometimes attended, 
wrote to Lincoln’s partner, W. H. Herndon. This 
letter, as penned by Dr. Smith, and as it appears in 
Townsend’s work, contained the following words: 
“Mr. Lincoln became a member of my congrega- 
tion.” 

As there is but one copy of Townsend’s work in 
existence (it is simply a set of scrap-books stowed 
away in Columbia College), the editor of the Mail 
and Express thought a forgery would not be de- 
tected, and so he expunged the word congregation 


‘and forged the word church, making the passage 


read as follows: “ Mr. Lincoln became a member of 
my church.” After presenting the forgery the ed- 
itor coolly adds: “‘So that General Collis was right 
at first when he asserted that Mr. Lincoln was ‘a 
member of a Christian church,’ Colonel Ingersoll 
notwithstanding.” 

A reader of the Advocate has taken its editor to 
task for not accepting Colonel Shepard’s “ correc- 
tion.” He says: 

I hav expected you, ever since that was published, to 


correct your mistake. Now that you hav got home, I 
hope you will attend to it, as itis very important. 

To the above Mr. Buckley thus spiritedly replies: 

You will wait a long time for us to correct that propo- 
sition. We positivly know that Mr. Lincoln never was a 
member of a Christian church. He stated this himself on 
various occasions to Bishop Simpson- and others. We 
also believe that the Rev. James Smith never claimed 
that Mr. Lincoln was a member of his church. . 

But while Mr. Buckley is so ready to admit that 
Lincoln was not a church-member, he spurns the 
claim that he died a Freethinker. With his char- 
acteristic good manners he refers to ‘Abraham 
Lincoln: Was He a Christian?” in the following 
courteous language: ` 

An Infidel ranter has issued a book, which, with a show 
of fairness, givs a long list of witnesses to Lincoln’s 
Christianity, and a much longer list of those who witness 
to his Infidelity; but in analyzing them he proceeds on 
the principle that every one who says that ‘Mr. Lincoln 
ever changed from the Freethinking, coarse Infidelity of 
his early life, and became a man of prayer, and believed 
that Jesus Christ was a teacher come from God, is a 
liar; and everyone who says that he always remained an 
Infidel tells the truth. A more grotesque pretense of 
analysis of testimony was never seen.” 

He omits the name of the book and its author, 
lest some reader of his paper should procure a copy 
and discover his mirepresentations. He implicitly 
asserts that the only answer I make to the Chris- 
tian witnesses is a simple denial, when he knows that 
the testimony of every witness is carefully reviewed 
and refuted by convincing proofs that neither the 
editor of the Advocate nor any other Christian 
claimant can overthrow. Not to go over the whole 
ground again, take the testimony of his Methodist 
witness, the Western Christian Advocate. This 
witness testified as follows: 


On the day of the receipt of the capitulation of Lee, as 


time he assumed the presidency is generally con- 
ceded. All that is claimed is that he changed his 
views after going to Washington. Did he change 
his belief after going there, as claimed? In refuta- 
tion of this claim his private secretary, Col. John 
G. Nicolay, thus testifies: 

Mr. Lincoln did not, to my knowledge, in any way 


change his religious ideas, opinions, or beliefs from the 
time he left Springfield till the day of his death. 


Leonard Swett, who placed him in nomination 
for president, writes: 

You ask me whether he [Lincoln] changed his religious 
opinions toward the close of his life, I think not. 

His lifelong friend and executor, Judge David 
Davis, after his assassination, thus wrote: 


He had no faith in the Christian sense of the term. 
Another lifelong friend, Judge Nelson, writes: 


In religion Mr. Lincoln was about of the same belief 
as Bob Ingersoll, an‘ there is no account of his ever hav- 
ing changed. He went to church a few times with his 
family while he was president, but so far as I hav been 
able to find out he remained an unbeliever. s Al 
asked him once about his fervent Thanksgiving message 
and twitted him with being an unbeliever in what was 
published. ‘‘Oh,” said he, ‘‘thatis some of Seward’s 
nonsense, and it pleases the fools.” 


Hon. John B. Alley, member of Congress from 
Massachusetts, and one of his closest and most 
valued friends, says: 

In his religious views Mr. Lincoln was very nearly 
what we would call a Freethinker. 

Col. Ward H. Lamon, his biographer, the man 
who was delegated to conduct the living Lincoln to 
Washington, who was at his side during all the 
eventful days that he remained there, and who 
with Judge Davis and General Hunter was selected 
to carry the remains of the dead president back to 
Springfield, thus writes regarding his belief: 

Indefinit expressions about ‘‘ Divine Providence,” the 
‘justice of God,” the ‘‘favor of the Most High,” were 
easy and not inconsistent with his religious notions. In 
this, accordingly, he indulged freely; but never in all 
that time did he let fall from his lips or his pen an ex- 


pression which remotely implied the slightest faith in 
Jesus as the son of God and the savior of man. 


Listen to the testimony of the grief-stricken wife, 
uttered immediately after his death: 

Mr. Lincoln had no hope, and no faith, in the usual ac- 
ceptation of those words. 

This and the testimony of a hundred other wit- 
nesses that this “ranting Infidel” has produced 
shows that Mr. Buckley is as far from the truth in 
asserting that Lincoln was a Christian as Colonel 
Shepard was in asserting that he was a church- 
member. 

The apparent frankness of this Methodist editor 
in affirming that Lincoln was not a church-member 
is, aside from the motivs that inspired it, admitted 
and commended. Buta spirit of fairness and can- 
dor is so foreign to the editorial columns of the 
Advocate that one naturally looks for some other 
motiv than an inherent desire to reveal the truth. 
What was the motiv in this case? Why is the ed- 
itor of the Advocate, while so tenaciously claiming 
that Lincoln was a Christian, so eager to show that 
he was not a church-member? Because in doing 
this he plucks a feather from the cap of Methodism’s 
great rival, Presbyterianism. To admit that Lin- 
coln was a church-member is to admit that he was a 
member of the Presbyterian church. Had he at- 
tended the Methodist church instead of the Pres- 
byterian church, the admission that he was not a 
church-member would never hav graced the columns 
of the Advocate. J. E. Remspoura. 


Some Gentle Hints. 


AN APPEAL IN POETRY. 


The following poetical appeal won for its author, the editor of 
the Rocky Mountain Celt, the prize cf $1,000 offered for the best 
apveal poem to newspaper subscribers to pay up their subscrip- 


we learn from a friend intimate with the late President apres 


Lincoln, the cabinet meeting was held an hour earlier 
than usual. Neither the president nor any member was 
able for a time to giv utterance to his feelings. At the 
suggestion of Mr. Lincoln, all dropped on their knees 
and offered in silence and in tears their humble and 
heartfelt acknowledgment to the almighty for the tri- 
umph he had granted to the national cause. 


In answer to this evidence, I presented a letter 
from Hon. Hugh McCulloch, a member of the 
cabinet, containing the following explicit denial : 


The description of what occurred at the executiv man- 
sion when the intelligence was received of the surrender 
of the Confederate forces, which you quote from the 
Western Christian Advocate, is not only absolutely 
groundless, but absurd. After I became secretary of the 
treasury, I was present at every cabinet meeting, and I 
never saw Mr. Lincoln or any of his ministers upon his 
knees or in tears. i 


The proof adduced in answer to the other wit- 
nesses was equally conclusiv. 

That Lincoln was, during a portion of his life, a 
Freethinker is admitted by Mr. Buckley and every 
other claimant. That he was an unbeliever up to the 


Lives of poor men oft remind us 
Honest men won’t stand a chance. 

The more we work there grows behind us 
Bigger patches on our pants. 


On our pants, once new and glossy, 
Now are stripes of different hue, 
All because subscribers linger 
And won’t pay us what is due. 


Then let all be up and doing; 
Send your mite, however small, 

Or, when the snows of winter strike us, 
We shall hav no pants at all. 


A NEW GAME WORTH TRYING. 


There is a new game called ‘‘ Editors Delight,” re- 
marks a contemporary, and is played in this wise: Take 
a sheet of ordinary writing paper, fold carefully, and in- 
close a banknote sufficiently large to pay all arrears and 
one year in advance. What adds handsomely to the 
game is to send along the name of a new subscriber or 
two accompanied by the cash. Keep an eye on the 
editor if he smiles—then the trick works like a charm. 
Try it once,—Logan Nation, 
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The Freethinkers’ Interna- 
tional Congress. 


A good many of the Freethinkers of the country 
grabbed old Father Time by the forelock and pulled 
it so vigorously that they got into Chicago several 
days ahead of the meeting, and did up the odd 
corners of the World’s Fair, so as to hav that off 
their minds and to be left free to attend to the 
more important work of the Congress. The Editor 
of our “Childrens’ Corner” was on hand bright 
and early and held little congresses of her own at 
her quarters when she was not on the Fair grounds. 
Messrs. Putnam and Charlesworth’s rooms were 
besieged early and late, and they had small 
chance to be idle. They made a rather unfair 
division of the labor of showing visitors around, 
Mr. Putnam assiduously attending to the wants 
of the ladies and Mr. Charlesworth to the less 
pleasant task of installing the male visitors in 
suitable - quarters. Among the earliest arrivals 
were Dr. Foote, Captain Adams, T. B. Wakeman, 
Charles Watts, and John E. Remsburg. There 
were visitors from South Dakota, Arizona, Penn- 
sylvania, Ohio, Michigan, Wisconsin, New York, 
Massachusetts, Indiana, and Mrs. P. Van Houter, 
eighty years old, came all the way from California, 
all alone. She left her husband at home to take 
care of things. He wanted to come, she said, but 
then, some men had no sense. He was too old to 
make the journey. There were Mr. Adams, Mr. 
Kendall, Mr. Crouch, Mr. Thorpe—who had a little 
present for Watson Heston—Mr. Bogard, Mr. and 
Mrs. Pfaff, Mr. Simpson, Mr. Campbell, and about 
forty more who wanted their Trura Sxexer, but 
didn’t leave their names. The first thing they 
asked was, “Howdy?” and the next was, ‘“‘ Where 
is your brother?” When the Man With the Badge- 
pin reads this his bosom will probably swell with 
pride, but he needn’t write, for the compositors 
here hav forgotten how to decipher his penmanship, 
which his wife picks out for him on a typewriter. 

Previous to the assembling of the Congress the 
Freethought Federation had the good fortune to 
encounter some of the Christian bigots and find the 
opportunity for a nice little legal fight. They 
bearded the bigot in his own den with some Truru 
Szzxer books, like “Old ‘Testament Stories,” 
“Crimes of Preachers,” “Religion a Curse,” ete., 
and the aforesaid bigot had no more sense than to 
resort to physical force to suppress opposition. It 
all occurred before Tue Trura SEEKER scribe got 
there, and Mr. Charlesworth has sent us the follow- 
ing account of it: 


FREETHOUGHT FEDERATION OF AMERICA. 


SUIT TO RECOVER $10,000 DAMAGES. 


The Federation has entered into litigation for the pur- 
pose of vindicating at law the rights of Freethought in a 
place of public resort. We feel that Freethought, as a 
principle, has far too long been content with the position 
assigned to us by the religious world; we hav there- 
fore entered upon a determined course to test ‘‘the 
powers that be ” and find out, if possible, what jurisdic. 
tion they hav in matters pertaining to the rights of the 

eneral public. President Bonney, of the World’s Fair 

ongress Auxiliary, has not only refused to grant us the 
privilege of holding our Congress in the Art Institute, 
but also took upon himself the right to trample upon in- 
dividual rights in a dastardly manner indeed. A Free- 
thinker, Edwin D. Betts, had obtained a concession from 
Secretary Carpenter, of the Art Institute, to put up a 
stand for the sale of Freethought literature in the hall set 
aside for such purposes. He was also under contract to 

iv twenty-five per cent. of his receipts from the sale of 
fis books to the authorities in charge. The Federation 
had supplied him with some books, among them being 
Putnam’s ‘‘ Religion a Curse, Religion a Disease, Relig- 
ion a Lie,” ‘‘Crimes of Preachers,” and the ‘‘Bible 
Picture Book.” There were also a few leaflets from the 
American Secular Union. Everything progressed favor- 
ably until the preachers began to flock around the little 
stand, and upon learning the nature of the works ex- 
posed for sale in the hall among religious texts and 
tracts, they gave vent to their indignation by complaining 
to Mr. Bonney, and demanded they be excluded from the 
hall, and Mr. Bonney himself, a pious fanatic of the Wana- 
maker brand, complied with the request of his brethren 
in God, and at once ordered Betts from the place under 
pain of immediate arrest. 

An officer was called in and ordered to arrest him, but 
the policeman evidently knew how far his authority ex- 
tended in the matter, and refused to doso, telling Bonny 

“ that he should use his his own judgment in the matter.” 
Failing in his purpose here, he next ordered his assist- 
ants to remove the table and books by force, an order 
with which they readily complied. The table was re- 
moved and its contents covered up. Acting upon our 
advice, Betts removed the cover and again exposed his 
stock.of books for sale. We promised him all the assist- 
ance we could giv in vindicating his rights in the place. 
It was not long before Secretary Carpenter, under in- 
structions from Bonney, took away the table and its con- 
tents by force, and dumped them into a corner. 

‘The Art Institute was built by public subscription; as 
such it belongs to the public, and in this action Bonney 
and his associates hav not only violated the rights of the 

public in a public hall, but they hav also committed a 
flagrant breach of the contract they had made with Betts. 
They hav committed an outrageous wrong upon the man, 


and in addition to this théy hav confiscated his property, 
and Chief Bonney, together with Carpenter, are defend- 
ants in a suit to recover $5,000 damages from each. The 
Federation will stand by Betts to the last. Weare de- 
termined to defend him and if possible to punish Mr. 
Bonney for his illegal conduct. The Federation has 
supplied the funds to fight the case, and we shall fight it 
tothe end. ©. Stuart Beatty, -president of the Chicago 
Secular Union, has charge of the case for Betta. 

- The hall at 517 West Madison street was suffi- 
ciently decorated to remove even the gloom of a 
rainy day ; flags of all nations hanging around, be- 
tween festoons of our national colors, with an 
American flag of sufficient size to suit anybody’s 
patriotism draping the front of the stage. The 
Liberals of Boulder, Col., sent a magnificent ban- 
ner, emblazoned on both sides, which, suspended 
in the center of the hall, caught and held the at- 
tention of everybody. There was music galore, 
everyone was glad to be there and to see everyone 
else, and the actors.at the religious congress could 
hav learned several lessons in good manners and 
good nature had they remained to attend. 

Sunday morning the hall was early crowded with 
visitors from all over the country. It was soon 
evident that more Freethinkers were to get to- 
gether at this Congress than ever before in this 
country. On the platform, beaming benignantly 
upon the audience, were S. P. -Putnam, T. B. 
Wakeman, Dr. Foote, Jr., Captain Adams, Miss 
Wixon, Mrs. Freeman, John R. Charlesworth, 
Charles Watts, and Franklin Steiner. Judge 
Waite opened the Congress after a piano selection 


by John J. I. Remsburg. . Mr. Waite’s address was 


a criticism of the religious congress, which had de- 
veloped various religious feuds. That congress 
had, he said, left it for us to show the evil in all 
religions, which. had developed into a gigantic 
trust, to the detriment of the people of the coun- 
try. The Congress had assembled to hasten the 
day of downfall of this trust. He referred to the 
fight between the Federation of Freethought and 
Mr. Bonney over Tue Trura Szexer books, and 
thought that Mr. Bonney had made an error almost 
equal to some of the mistakes of Moses. He ad- 
verted to the prosecutions of the Seventh Day Ad- 
ventists, saying the Protestants had, for the sake of 
a temporary advantage over the Freethinkers, laid 
the foundation of Catholic rule. 

After a few words of more direct welcome to the 
city, Mr. Waite read a letter from Colonel Inger- 
soll regretting that business engagements pre- 
vented him from attending the Congress. ` 

Mr. Putnam’s welcoming address was also a 
criticism of the bigotry exhibited in the religious 
congress, which excluded even Christians from 
their deliberations. He said: 


Freethought is as broad as the universe. As Harriet 
Martineau defines it, it is “the unfenced universe.” 
That is the universe in which I believe, a universe with- 
out fences, without creeds and without chains. 

The ringing words of Thomas Paine are the platform 
of Freethought. Words so beautiful and sublime that 
they will never cease to inspire the human race—‘‘The 
world is my country, and to do good is my religion.” But 
even more wonderful in their far-reaching meaning are 
these profoundly significant declarations: When one said, 
‘*Where liberty is there is my country,” with deeper 
insight Paine replied, ‘‘ Where liberty is not, there is 
my country.” Paine recognized the eternal battle of 
liberty. There is always conflict. We cannot escape it. 
We must fight. Itis forced upon us. There is wrong 
in the world, there is injustice and suffering, and we 
must do our best to relieve mankind of these burdens. 

There has just been held a Parliament of Religions. It 
professes to be harmonious and to unite the world. But 
it excludes the Freethinker and it excludes the Chrictian. 
Every religion under the sun can defend its tenets, no 
matter how barbarous. But the Seventh Day Adventist 
is not allowed to make a plea for human rights, nor the 
Freethinker to make a plea for human reason. All who 
partake in the Parliament must be believers in some- 
thing. They must hav a religion, a faith. But he who 
stands for the Declaration of Independence and the Con- 
stitution of our country, and for science, is not allowed 
a voice. : 

Is that harmony? Is that progress? Is that civiliza- 
tion? Even when by a fair commercial transaction, 
paying for the privilege, we had secured a place for the 
sale of Freethought literature in the Art Institute, we 
were threatened with arrest, our books were seized and 
thrown into the waste basket, with the remark, ‘‘ We 
will not have such blasphemous stuff sold in this build- 
ing.” Is this liberty ? Is this American citizenship ? 
Is this justice ? 

Freethought must meet the combat; the combat for 
freedom fought through all the ages and not ended yet. 
But Freethought in its nature is not destructive. It 
means the highest and grandest progress of man. It is 
liberty ! Itis human brotherhood ! We know not the 
fatherhood of God. God we cannot find in earth or 
heaven. But man is ever present with us, and man we 
must help. With man we must work. With man,- each 
for all and all for each, we win the victory and a paradise 
on the bosom of thisgreen earth itself. We look not above 
but beyond to the golden to-morrows of humanity. 

Freethought is science. It isall the truth that man 
can attain. Freethought is humanity. Its goal is the 
noblest virtues of which the mind of man is capable. 

We recognize the priceless treasures of the past. Every 
age has toiled for us. We are all together—the past and 
the present—and as the universal world through vast 
periods hag given us the glory of to-day—so we should re- 


turn to humanity the splendid gift'and labor not for our- 
selvs but for all the future. 

Wherever we are, in the wilderness blazing the path- 
way of human progress, on the picket-line or in the grand 
army with music and banners floating, still in our hearts 
shall ring the voices and songs of poets and martyrs, 
while before us shall ever shine the glorious rays of the 
morning. 

Captain R. C. Adams followed Mr. Putnam. 
His address was an advocacy of American union re- 
gardless of boundary lines. He was quite willing 
to haul down the flag of the Canadian. Secular 
Union and work under the banner of his American 
brethren when that could be brought about. He 
also advacated commercial union between the two 
countries, and wanted this Congress to be the 
pioneer of such affiliation, as well as of the time 
when all the countries of the world should be 
united. He indirectly jumped on the Comstock 
postal laws, saying the mails should be free. 


‘He told of a visit to E. H. Heywood, both 


when he was serving his time, and upon his 
liberation, and wanted to rush along the time 
when such outrages were impossible. He also 
wanted Liberals to do some constructiv work,. 
leading the people out of the hovels of superstition 
into the palaces of reason. 

Jens L. Christensen was to welcome the Germans, 
but, owing to the serious illness of his wife, could 
not attend. Herman Boppe was substituted and 
spoke a few words in German, and judging from 
the applause, about half the audience could under- 
stand his eloquent words. 

Charles Watts brought greeting from G. W. 
Foote, who had sent a letter to read, but which had 
failed to arrive. He also read a letter from George 
Jacob Holyoake, prefacing it with a few words de- 
scribing the situation in England. Mr. Watts, as a 
disciple of Mr. Holyoake, was a Secularist, pure and 
simple, not depreciating other reforms, but em- 
phasizing above all others the more important work 
of Secularism or Freethought. After reading Mr. 
Holyoake’s letter, which was characteristic, Mr. 
Watts delivered the greeting to American Freethink- 
ers from seven thousand members of the English 
Secular Union. Mr. Holyoake wrote: 


To THE InreRNATIONAL FREETHOUGHT CONGRESS. OF 
Cuicaco, Ladies and Gentlemen: I am far enough 
away to be a Mahatma, but I hav no pretensions that 
way. I know no ghosts, I see no spirits, and, like the 
Prophet Esdras, can only address you on PEST of 
this world, and such as pass before me in daily life”. 
Mr. Charles Watts, the representativ of Free and Secular 
thought from Great Britain, who will deliver this mes- 
sage for me, is known as an Unsettler of Opinion. That 
is the name given to those whose aim is to substitute new 
opinion for old—better for bad’ The American poet 
Whittier owned that he once turned the crank of an 
opinion mill. I hay worked in.a similar way a good por- 
tion of my life; and, provided goa material is used and - 
the work turned out with good finish, opinion-making is 
as honest and useful a business as any going; and I hope 
your Chicago Congress will increase the demand for such 
produce. : 

In these days, when competition of all kinds is ad- 
mitted on all bands to be more incessant, sharper, and 
more engrossing than ever, prudent people are obliged to 
te more economical than formerly in order to liv. 
Every day there is less and less time to believe in creeds, 
and that of Christianity is the most ponderous, complex, 
and conflicting in the world. The Moslem creed is 
better suited to the exigencies of business—you believe 
in Allah and hav done with it. It takes threefold more 
time to believe in three gods than to believe in one. ‘It 
takes even preachers—who hav nothing else to do—years 
to adjust the preferential claims of Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghost, to the ruinous neglect of secular duties—not 
to mention original sin, incarnation, salvation by faith, 
and other engrossing perplexities, which absorb an un- 
conscionable amount of time. Therefore, whoever 
assists in simplifying Christianity and reducing its time- 
wasting tenets economizes human life and acts in accord- 
ance with the spirit of the age. Our English delegate 
therefore comes to you as an apostle of mental economy 
and progress. 

For myself, I pray, in such imperfect way vouchsafed - 
to me, that your International Congress may advance the 
principles of intellectual brevity and truth which they 
represent. : 

With greetings and regards, I am, 

Very faithfully yours, GEORGE Jacop HOLYOAKE. 


The Committee on Credentials was then ap- 
pointed, consisting of Franklin Steiner, Reuben 
Rush, and Herman Wettstein. 

A soothing melody was then played upon the 
piano by young Mr. Remsburg, while a contribu 
tion was taken up. Adjourned to 3 o'clock. ; 


SUNDAY AFTERNOON. 


Mr. Waite first announced the Committees on 
Resolutions and Auditing, and Captain Adams, 
while waiting for the Edelweiss Zither Club, filled 
in the time with compliments to the German con- 
tingent. The club came in in the middle of one of 
his prettiest sentences, and blushed. The Zither- 
ites were forced to play two tunes, and then Her- 
man Boppe talked to the audienc. Mr. Boppe is 
editor of the Milwaukee Freidenker and Die Moral 
der Republicanischen Welthauchanine, the first 
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of which we know to be a fine publication and the 
latter we believe to be. 


Mr. Boppe is a fluent speaker, fine looking, and 
held the attention of the audience even though 
some of them did not understand all he said. In 
English his speech reads, partially : 


THE MORALS OF THE REPUBLICAN CONCEPTION OF THE 
WORLD. 


This essay was an elaborate and convincing series of 
arguments for a determined and enthusiastic campaign 
against every sort of superstition, against the so-called 
hydra of revealed religions and against every compromise 
at the cost of self-esteem for present gains, and a warm 
appeal for united aggressiv action to all Freethinkers and 
Liberals against bigotry, dozing pseudo-tolerance, and 
blindfolding from the hands of the church saints. 


In his introduction Mr. Boppe quoted a passage from 
the German philosopher Arthur Schopenhauer, where the 
benefits and harms accruing to human kind from revealed 
religion are weighed against each other, the balance 
showing that religion is a very useful complement to the 
temporal power wielded by despots and monarchs who 
claim divine authority, and an obvious obstruction to the 
progress of the subjects in the direction of humanity, lib- 
erty, and happiness. How did it happen, though, that 
Schopenhauer was in favor of monarchical governments? 

Mr. Boppe showed that this great pessimist was some- 
times inconsistent with his judgmeuts, a fact that cannot 
be explained away. Nevertheless, Mr. Boppe continued, 
though Schopenhauer was wrong about his preference 
for monarchy, he was right in his judgment about re- 
ligion. ‘Indeed, it is natural that revealed religion and 
absolute monarchy must stand and fall together. Both 
are powers that originated in a remote past when man- 
kind was still imbued with childish conceptions, and when 
the yoke of ignorance pressed heavily upon the nations,” 
The Christian religion, the vaunted religion of love and 
charity, the religion of the lowly and miserable, is praised 
by the very class of people who abuse it in every way in 
order to continue their usurped privileges end authority. 
It has inculcated to its adherents a conception of . the 
world and of this earthly life that, as experience and his- 
tory show was more a curse than a blessing, more an 
obstacle than a compass to the state of bliss and happiness 
which its servants, the clergy, hold out to the down- 
trodden miserable. 

Then Mr. Boppe gave his view of the dark aspects that 
the Christian-Jewish conception of the world presents to 
the liberal, unbiased man of culture. The ‘‘modern ” con- 
ception of the universe (Wellanschauung) he said, was not 
properly called so, for various reasons; he preferred the 
appellation ‘‘republican,” for the reason that the era that 
was dawning upon mankind was imbued with republican- 
ism first, last, and at all times, and that the old or Chris- 
tian-Jewish conception had lost its foothold not only 
among the educated, but just as much among the large 
masses who are in favor of republican institutions, It 
was true that there were among the former still many, 
even of the most reputed leaders in society and states- 
manship, who, from ignoble interests or from indifference 
still cling to that old conception, defend it against the 
new aggressiv spirit of the reformers, and view it often 
with favor, albeit they do not believe in it themselvs. 


Mr. Boppe threw a couple of side glances upon some of 


the representants of this multifarious group of guardians 
of the faith and good morals. So he chastised with well- 
placed sarcasm the illustrious monarch of all the Ger mans, 
emperor William, for such witty sayings as, ‘‘ Suprema 
lex, regis voluntas;” ‘* Hoc volo, sic jubeo,” ‘* Sit pro 
ratione voluntas.” Another sarcastic mention he made 
of the liberalizing journalistic press, which attempts to be 
tolerant where no application of tolerance is called for. 
And a well deserved charge of sarcasm Mr. Boppe in- 
flicted upon the attempt of the saints to close the World’s 
Fair on Sundays. 

In the course of holding up into the proper light for 
comparison the two concepticns of the world and life, 
namely, the Christian-Jewish and the republican or 
modern, Mr. Boppe touched upon the much-argued ques- 
tion of the moral responsibility of man. To the contrary 
assertions of the religionists notwithstanding, he affirmed 
and showed conclusivly that the republican conception of 
the universe and of life does not abolish or diminish in 
any way the law of responsibility for human actions. Nor 
does science intend to abolish or diminish it. He quoted 
a number of passages from Schopenhauer and others jn 
corroboration of his positions. But, on the contrary, Mr. 
Boppe went vn, the moral responsibility founded upon 
the new ‘‘ Weltauschaung ” assumes a much more exalted 
character such as no revealed religion is able to impress 
upon the ethics of a church, because it urges man to do 
the right and good for his own earthly sake, not for the 
promis of future reward, nor does it forbid the wrong 
and bad actions with the threats of eternal cruel punish- 
ments. i ` 

On the one side, said Mr. Boppe, we thus find belief, 
authority, and thoughtless habits, with an arbitrary su- 
preme monarch behind it who forbids criticism, abhors 
thinking, investigation, development, and liberty; on the 
other, everything that leads to independence, freedom, 
republicanism, progress, and knowledge; this is the dil- 
emma from which thinking mankind is to emerge sooner 
or later. In passing to the critique of the Jewish-Chris- 
tian Decalog Mr. Boppe showed the barbarous position 
in which the female sex has been placed by the old concep- 
tion of the universe and reviewed the practical applica- 
tion the churches and princes had made of the Ten Com- 
mandments. He quoted a number of German philoso- 
phers of the best repute in the course of the lecture, 
among whom may be mentioned, beside Schopenhauer, 
Bertha von Suttner, Victor Scheffel, Johannes Scherr, 
B. von Carneri, Carl Heinzen, and, as a matter of course, 
our own esteemed Robert G. Ingersoll. Mr. Boppe 
wound up with an earnest, hearty appeal to all Freethink- 
ers for a greater display of courege, manliness, and 
energy as against the hitherto lame spirit of dread indif- 
ference and heartlessness. i 


He was followed by Mr. Wakeman with an ad- 
dress on “ Christianity and After.” 
Mr. Wakeman said: 


_ The World’s Fair and the immense secular civilization 
it represents, shows that already the ‘‘religions” repre- 
sented in the Congress of all Religions have really out- 
grown their creeds, and become sentimental aspirations 
for a better future. Unfortunately their creeds in 
becoming discredited, hav become fossils and retard 
these higher aspirations for the future which are sup- 
posed to be based upon them. In this regard even 
Christianity is no exception. Evolution shows that it 
too, as to its early history and the creeds which grew out 
of it, is a hopeless fossil. All of the true life which it 
had, has passed into the higher and newer forms of 
sentiment, thought, and action. Upon these newer forms 
which may be condensed into the new Trinity, Liberty, 
Science and Humanity, Freethought and Secularism has 
taken its stand and presents them as the foundations of 
civilization in the place of theology, whether Fetichistic, 
Polytheistic or Monotheistic. It takes this position not 
at all out of mere wantonness, but from the: firm con- 
viction that this new Trinity of Liberty, Science and 
Humanity only can furnish the condition, the means 
and the motivs of the higher progress and civilization. 

This conviction arises from the fact that Evolution has 
hopelessly discredited the histories and creeds of every 
one of the old religions. In this age Progress is drag- 
ging them around like so many dead bodies—simvly out 
of ancient habit and affection for them—much as mother- 
monkeys persist in carrying their dead offspring. The 
dead past cannot become a solid and healthy foundation 
for the future nntil itis buried—and buried intelligently 
and scientifically, pursuant to the law of evolution—and 
the true is recognized in its place. 

Liberals do not, or at least need not, attack Christian- 
ity as was done fifty years ago, asa bundle of frauds, 
but asan outgrown stage of illusions, which now evolu- 
tion applied to mythologic history happily explains. 
The same laws of evolution which, under Niehbur, Grote 
and Kuenen, explains the early religions of Rome, Greece, 
and Palestine, explains the subsequent success of 
Christianity. 

What then was Christianity? Evolution answers that 
it was a temporary phase of the messiah belief and 
craze of some of the Hebrews in which they believed 
that the kingdom of the heavens was to be introduced on 
earth by their Christ among the generation then living. 
It was in its origin a purely temporal and temporary ar- 
rangement. The attempt to extend it to the Gentiles by 
Paul gave it only an enlargement of territory and uum- 
bers, but did not change the nature of the original craze, 
as anyone may see by his first epistle to the Thessalonians. 

The attempt to measure or guide the evolution of civil- 
ization around the planet by this temporary hallucina- 
tion—utterly baseless in fact and utterly impractical now 
—is the crowning absurdity of our age. The first glance 
through the telescope of Galileo proved that there was 
no kingdom of the heavens and remanded the whole 
scheme to the realm of the utterly impossible. Early 
Christianity was simply a messianic craze of. no more 
possible validity than that of our modern Millerites and 
Adventists, who periodically sit around in their night- 
shirts waiting for the angel Gabriel to come down from 


‘these heavens, as Christ said he would, and blow his 


big horn to resurrect the dead. 

The folly of basing upon or mixing up the actualities 
of life with these crazy phantasies is wicked beyond ex- 
pression in this age of science and evolution. Akin to 
this illusion is the delusion that a personal Christ did 
come and speak and act as is represented in the so-called 
gospels, Evolution explodes the whole story. The 
Messianic Apocalyptic literature, of which only one 
specimen, the Revelation, appears in the New Testament, 

ives the start of belief that Christ would and then that 

e did come, but only in the spirit, as in the first, the 
gospel of Mark, at the baptism, at the walking on the 
sea, at the transfiguration, and at the ascension. Peter, 
Paul, Stephen, John, etc., never saw him, except as in 
‘*Epiphany,” a ‘‘ materialized’? Messiah. Then they 
wrote letters, then the ‘‘driftwood” gospels were 
evolved to make the story credible to those who had not 
these visions, especially to the Greeks. Read the Reve- 
lation and the letters and then the gospels, and you will 
get the true order of the way in which the craze origi- 
nated and was propagated, and then sought to be 
proved by gospels made out of prophecies, miracles sup- 
posed to refer toa Messiah, and to which many poor 
fellows who sought to play that role before the destruc- 
tion of Jerusalem contributed by acts, etc., attributed 
to the synthetic name, ‘‘ Jesus, the Christ.” 

Thus Jesus Christ, as a definit person, passes from 
history, as the positiv school hav for years contended. 
To continue to use this ideal character, as though it was 
of our age and perfect and sufficient as a model or guide, 
or that some sort of belief about him, or it isin any way 
anything but an obstructiv waste of brain effort, thought, 
and feeling is to sacrifice the present and future to the 
past. 

This Christ conception may be useful as an ideal, ¿f 
properly used as a symbol of the higher union and in- 
tegrativ progress of mankind. But all of the old views 
and creeds about it are deadly obstructive, and must be 
replaced by the new, true, and all-sufficient foundation 
of which verifiable science is the corner-stone. 

And then, what after? We answer in the three phrases 
of the glorious Thomas Paine: ‘‘The Age of Reason,” 
“The Religion of Humanity,” ‘The United States of 
the World ”—that is to say the era not of superstition but 
of human providence, coöperation, and welfare—the 
higher integration lifting Humanity above all ‘‘the re- 
ligions.” ‘Io prepare for and to aid the incoming of this 
new era is the fundamental purpose of Freethought, 
Secularism, and of every interest and sentiment which 
has brought this Congress here. 

May its deliberations and influence be a memorable 
step of progress toward the realization of that era 
throughout the world. 


el 


Professor Montegazza’s work, “ The Physiology 
of Woman,” the poems of Miss Ada Negri, the rising 
Lombard poetess, “The Myths of the Bible,” by 
Emile Ferrier, and all the works of St. George 
Mivart hav been added to the papal “ Index,” hence 
must not be read by lay people. 


‘lar of Comité d’Etudes Morales. 


Items of Foreign News Interesting to Free- 
hinkers. `- 
The well-known Spanish Freethinker, Sr. Ramón 
Chies, editor of Zas Dominicales, is very ill. 


A new Freethought society, Ljus och Frihet 
agat and Liberty), has been formed in Finspong, 
weden. 


Victor E. Lennstrand, although he cannot be 
present at our Congress at Chicago, will send a 
paper on the Freethought movement of Sweden. 

M. Tartarin, founder and president of the Free- 
thought Society of Argenteuil, France, was cremated 
April 13th. Over six hundred persons followed his 
remains to the crematory. 


Victor E. Lennstrand delivers lectures nearly 
every day in various towns in Sweden. The meet- 
ings are all well attended and numerous are the 
signatures to the protest list. 


The “Penny Fund” of the French Freethought 
Federation amounts to 833 francs, while the money 
subscribed for the Freethinkers’ Home amounted 
to 742 francs for the month of July. 

Our friend Edward Sewella has been ill again— 
this time from an attack of sciatica. We hope the 
Austrian Freethought champion is well by this 
time and hewing away at orthodoxy. 


The Freethinkers of the department Seine-et- 
Oise, which includes the city of Paris, held an anti- 
clerical congress at the Masonic Temple at Ver- 
sailles on July 2d. The congress was numerously 
attended. 


We are the recipient of the latest, the May circu- 
The circular 
contains the revised manuscript of “The Astron- 
omic Origin of the World,” which is to form Chap- 
ter I in “Principles of Scientific Materialism.” 

Of 4,735 Congregationalist sky-pilotsin England, 
1,050 hav received no “call” from the Lord as em- 
bodied in a congregation. Perhaps a few of these 
idle workmen in Mr. G. Hovah’s vineyard will be 
compelled to saw cordwood or engage in some other 
useful occupation ; at least we hope so. 

A heavy mortgage has settled on the roof of the 
church in Newton, Ireland. To induce it to leave 
a grand prize-game will take place on the Lord’s 
day, September 10th. He that throws the most 
ayes will get $25; he that throws least, $15. En- 
trance fee, three pence per ticket, to be devoted to 
paying the debt. 


August 19th and 20th were sad days for mankind. 
Ninety young girls, pupils of parochial schools, took 
the white veil in the cloister of Notre Dame. 
Ninety young people forever lost to coming genera- 
tions, society, and the state. And yet church schools 
are not taxed. They benefit mankind, society, and 
state, our Solons exclaim to defend their boodle 
legislation. 


During the late dry season in Italy it was a 
spectacle of every-day occurrence to see processions 
of peasants, dressed in thick clothing and éarrying 
iron chains and heavy stones, calling upon the 
saints to send a little rain. These processions were 
ordered by the priests, who, let it be remembered, 
carried neither chains nor stones, nor dressed 
themselvs as were they to undertake an Arctic ex- 
pedition. 

According to the “World Almanac,” 1893, the 
population of the United States is 62,622,000. The 
total of members of all churches, 20,400,000, which 
leaves to the world and the devil 42,132,000 indi- 
viduals. And yet every day we are told we are a 
« Christian nation.” Still, perhaps this little is due 
to the fact that there is church property worth 
$450,000,000 untaxed in this country. Freethink- 
ers, organize and wipe off that shame! 


In the state prison of Lansing, Kan., there are at 
present 418 prisoners. Of these 102 are Methodists, 
90 Baptists, 80 Catholics, 68 Christians, 31 Presby- 
erians, 29 United Brethren, 9 Episcopalians, 7 Con- 
gregationalists, and 2 Quakers. The parents of 344 
prisoners were church-members, and the same num- 
ber of prisoners had attended Sunday-school. 
What does it say in the “cornerstone of civiliza- 
tion,” the holy word of God? “By their fruits ye 
shall know them.” 
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Letters of Friends. 


The Truth Seeker and Heston are 
Needed. 
Brooxtyy, N. Y., July 22, 1898. 
Mr. Eprror: Please find inclosed check 
for $5, for two years’ subscription to Tue 
Trurn SEEKER, in continuation of my 
present subscription. We need your help 
in the battle for free speech and free mails, 
and Freetbought needs the aid of Heston. 
Yours truly, Henry M. PARKHURST. 


Vindicating Paine. 
Green Isnuanp, N. Y., Aug. 7, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed I send check for 
$6, $3 of which isfor the paper another 
year, the other $3 for the Monthly Truth 
Seeker Library. My object in subscrib- 
ing for that is because I see something of 
the vindication of Paine init. Thad some 
talk with a minister, who said he had been 
told that Paine was a drunken sot, and 
everything bad. I want to show the min- 
ister that Paine was not so bad as the 
Christians hav made him out to be. 
Yours respectfully, Hiram WILBUR. 


A Challenge to Ingersoll 
DorcuzstTer, Wis., Aug. 22, 1893. 

Mr. Evrror: As the name of your paper 
claims, you are after the truth. I there- 
fore in the interest of truth send a challenge 
to any Infidel in these United States of 
America to meet me in an open and public 
discussion on scriptural truths, I will de- 
fend the pure gospel doctrin against any 
and all comers. 

I am not a preacher, but a Freethinker, 
as I livin a free country. But I believe in 
gseripture, and what is more, I profess to 
know what it teaches us. The Bible is not 
the book of mystery some would make it 
out to be, but a book of good, sound in- 
formation. 

Especially should I like to meet Mr. R. 
G. Ingersoll, If he thinks a poor old sol- 
dier is not able to cope with him in a field 
where so little cash would be realized, the 
challenge is good against any other gentle- 
man of these United States of America. 

Respectfully, A. F. F. JENSEN, 
Commander H. F. Pruyn Post 168, De- 
partment of Wisconsin, G. A. R. 

[There is no doubt that our Christian 
friend can be accommodated by the Free- 
thinkers of Wisconsin. He thinks he is a 
Freethinker because he ‘‘livs in a free 
country”! But does he? And are the 
Sabbatarian bigots Freethinkers because 
they liv in America?—Ep. T. 8.] 


Samos Parsons. 
San José, CAL., June 14, E.m. 293. 

Mr. Eprror: I see in Tae Troe 
Serzer of June 10th that friends of 
Samos Parsons neglected to notify you of 
the death of that brave old man, and that 
you learned the news only from the Jn- 
vestigntor. We plead guilty to the charge 
of negligence. 

The friends of Samos Parsons embrace 
everybody who ever knew him. He com- 
manded the confidence and respect of all 
men, of whatever creed or no creed—saint 
and sinner alike, The inclosed tribute 
from his children, received by us June 2d, 
brought to us the first sad news. Although 
the family had previously notified us of 
his declining health, still we were sur- 
prised. 

To those who hav personally met this 
manly man nothing can be said. To those 
who hav not had that pleasure it is only 
necessary to say that language can 
never pay a just tribute to his worth. 
‘t None knew him but to love him, none 
named him but to praise.” 

On coming to this city to mail his last 
donations to Freethought friends, he 
spent an hour with us—the last hour. 
And I cannot describe the pleasure, the 
supreme satisfaction, it gave this noble 
man to distribute those amounts, aggre- 
gating $200, among the friends of the 

` cause he so dearly loved—the cause of 
Humanity. He only manifested uneasi- 
ness in not being able to do more. 

What an example for Liberals to emu- 
late! 

This brave hero has reached his jour- 
ney’s end, Freethought has lost a stanch 
supporter, the human race a friend, the 
family a loving father. But the tireless 
worsbiper of liberty, Samos Parsons, hag 


found that dreamless, painless, peaceful 
rest that marks the end of each and all. 
The family has our heartfelt sympathy, 
To the departed lover of truth and hater 
of wrong, farewell. L. R. Trrvs. 


“Old Testament Stories”? On Their 
Travels. 
San Francisco, CaL., Sept. 16, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: Inelosed find $6—$3 for 
the Truth Seeker Library, 1893; $2 for 
these works: ‘‘ Martyrdom of Man,” ‘‘In- 
fidel Death-Beds,” ‘‘Is This Your Son, My 
Lord?” ‘Poverty, Its Oause and Cure,” 
by M. C. H.; ‘‘ Large or Small Families?” 
‘Why Do Men Starve?” ‘‘The Land 
Question ;” $1 to International Congress of 
Freethinkers. I hav the ‘‘ Old Testament 
Stories.” It has been going around from 
one to another—perhaps one hundred had a 
look at it—but could not induce any to buy 
or send for one. Still, there are many of 
them that read the Bible with their eyes 
open. I hav also ‘‘Superstition in All 
Ages,” in German and English. It is fun 
to see how Catholics get taken in on that. 

I hav been away from home, and in 
looking over accumulated TRUTH SEEKERS 
I found in July 29th what Mr. Ingersoll 
said on the Chinese. While reading, I 
could not help thinking some parson had 
got the better of him. I am in California 
over forty years; hav worked for Chinese; 
they hav worked for me; hav been in their 
slums, business houses, restaurants, thea- 
ters, and had them as tenants. Mr. In- 
gersoll makes a great mistake by compar- 
ing them with the Moors of Spain and 
Huguenots of France. The Moors and 
Huguenots were the better classes, the in- 
telligent of those countries. They were 
for Spain and France—it was their home. 
To come in contact with them was elevat- 
ing. With the Chinese in this country it 
is the opposit; to come in contact with 
them is degrading. The Chinese hav no 
interest in America, except what money 
they can make. Wm. RENNER. 


A Seven Years’ Siege. 
Mosca, CoL., Sept. 14, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: Nearly seven years ago I 
first set foot in the San Luis valley. I hav 
had my experience of ‘‘ pioneering;” lived 
in this country when it was a howing wil- 
derness (literally ‘‘ howling,” if we count 
coyotes), and I now see it transformed, as 
if by magic; but it is the modern magic of 
almost omnipotent labor. Away for miles 
in every direction (this valley is a vast, 
level plain, and is larger than the state of 
Massachusetts, including Boston) can be 
seen cultivated farms. I thought I saw its 
future as plainly as I think I can that of 
the orthodox religion, and I see that it 
will take a great deal longer to subdue 
Christianity than to cultivate the wildest 
parts of the globe. But what a lovely 
picture the change makes! Look over this 
immense San Luis, now a thickly popu- 
lated farming community. 

My pioneering has indeed been a nov- 
elty blended with severity. Who isit that 
has said a lecturer is good for nothing— 
except to talk. In these seven years I hav 
succeeded in subduing 270 acres out of 
320. Bronzed, toughened, healthy by 
physical toil, I am now ready again to 
strike for mental liberty everywhere I can 
get a hearing, on every platform free 
enough for free speech, all along the Pa- 
cific coast. The rest of my days I want to 
spend, I am anxious to spend among Free. 
thinkers, doing our Freethought work. I 
hereby notify my Ukiah, Cal., friends 
who hav kindly extended me a call to de- 
liver them a course of lectures, that I will 
be with them shortly after my arrival in 
Elsinore, where I may be addressed in 
future. : 

Change the address, please, of my copy 
of your paper from Mosca, Col., to Elsi- 
nore, Cal. Let me hear from Liberals of 
California, Oregon, and Washington. I 
hope to meet many old friends in those 
states, people that I used to greet in 
Michigan, Minnesota, Massachusetts, and 
elsewhere. 

The first week of October will find us 
flying toward the setting sun. 

W. F. JAMIESON. 


Letters From a Protestant. 
New Yorzg, Dec. 19, 1892. 
To AromBIsHOoP Ryan, Philadelphia, 
Dear Sir; I wish to call your attention to 


the following extract, taken from to-day’s 
World: 

The Catholic church has always been 
the friend of popular education. Com- 
mon schools, for the instruction of the 
masses of the people, were first founded 
by the church, and the progress of knowl- 
edge is in accordance with her long-settled 
policy. When I hear of antagonism be- 
tween educational institutions, I feel that 
there should be instead the antagonism of 
emulation only. 


You are credited with the authorship 
of the above remarks Can it be pos- 
sible that a man of your acknowledged 
attainments, and living in the very 
center of a highly cultured community, 


could hav the effrontery to utter such’ 


untruthfulsentiments! Pray, where does, 
or has, the practice of your church been 
to institute schools for the education of 
the masses? In what part of Europe, if you 
please? I am a reader of history and am 
a little familiar with current events of the 
day as portrayed in the newspapers, and I 
am at a loss to find any country in Europe 
that is dominated by your hierarchy that 
supports or endows any such institutions. 
Take Italy to-day, for instance—the head- 
center of your boasted church—and what 
is the condition of its masses in com- 
parison with any other nationality in Eu- 
rope where your system is not dominant? 
Look at Spain and Portugal, also Treland. 
Why not meet the question in manly 
fashion and do less dodging? 

Your system is despotic, and no man 
knows it better than yourself. Your 
motto is, ‘‘ Ignorance is the mother of de- 
votion.” Devotion to what? To images 
and pictures which your hierarchy set up 
to be worshiped in lieu of the unseen; and 
hence idolatry is practiced as a substitute 
for true worship; hence it is thatignorance 
lends & charm to your system. In propor- 
tion that education and intelligence pre- 
vail images and idolatry are ignored. 
Out, I say, upon such nonsense. You re- 
strain your people from reading the Bible; 
even your own version does not circulate 
generally among them. Your church is 
purely despotic in its spirit and practice, 
consequently there can be no affinity be- 
tween it and its Protestant opponents. 
We don’t want any intermeddling with 
our schools by your church. No! no! let 
us alone, I pray you, and we will agree to 
let you severely alone. Mind your own 
business and teach your subjects what you 
please in your so-called religion and all 
will be well. Yours respectfully, 

G. W. W. 


New York, Sept. 19, 1889. 

To CARDINAL Grezons, Baltimore: Pray 
who are you that in this nineteenth cent- 
ury presumes to talk so arrogantly? 

Heavens! ‘‘ Upon what meat has this 
our Cæsar fed that he has grown so 
great?” 

Presuming that the enclosed printed slip 
cut from a daily paper of September 13th 
contains your utterances, I would respect- 
fully ask by what authority you dare ar- 
raign the motivs and acts of the people of 
Rome for unveiling a stetue eregted in that 
city to the memory of a poor monk whom 
your infamous hierarchy burnt at the stake 
in the year 1600, for the monstrous crime 
of being a skeptic and daring in that age of 
darkness and intimidation to avow his dis- 
belief in the absurd dogmas of transub- 
stantiation and immaculate conception, 
For promulgating these views with honest 


intent he was hounded throughout Europe 


until at last, when he thought he was at 
rest in Venice, your devilish machine, the 
Inquisition, called him to account for the 
belief and expression of his opinions, and 
without right or reason condemned bim to 
the stake and burnt his poor body on Feb- 
ruary 17, 1600. Oh, what a victory was 
this! 

Now, pray consider where this outrage 
took place;’in the city of Rome, the 
head-center of the papacy. And where, 
after the lapse of three centuries, was this 
statue erected? In the city of Rome. And 
what is the moral of this event? It isman- 
ifest to my mind that the emancipation of 
Italy from the thraildom of the papacy 
has given the Italian mind time and oppor- 
tunity to reflect over the horrible crime of 
burning 2 poor, helpless monk for a simple 
expression of opinion, and after the lapse 
of three centuries they propose to do jus- 


tice to his memory by dating to avow ® 
man’s inalienable right to his opinions,. 
whatever they maybe. Thisis all there is 
in it, and you and your machine may howl 
and bluster as much as you please. You 
can’t alter the decrees that the people of 
Rome hav put forth. Thatact was nothing 
more than a confession of pain and sorrow 
that their ancestors were so lost to every 
impulse of honor and independence of 
spirit when they stood by and suffered the 
perpetration of that dastardly outrage in 
the year 1600. 

Romanism has become so thoroughly 
demoralized that I confess my surprise 
that a gentleman of your keen susceptibil- 
ities could any longer adhere to it, but per- 
haps the force and impulse of early train- 
ing (and other causes) may justify your 
continued attachment to it. 

This letter is prompted by no other feel 
ing than one of honest indignation at your 
terrible arraignment of those people in 
Rome who hav dared to offend your 
princely dignity. G. W. W. 


Thinks the Populists More Pious Than 
Other Parties. 
JEANNETTE, PA., Aug. 27, 1893. 

Mr. Enprror: In looking over your pa- 
per of a week ago I was surprised to read 
the letter of one of our so-called Free- 
thinker friends, who protested against the 
way in which you handled the third party. 
If I am not mistaken, this person seems to 
be a Populist first and a Freethinker, last, 
and in my estimation cannot be very much 
of a Freethinker. What we need at. this 
time are Freethinkers to the backbone, 
and not hypocrits. I would like to know 
what good it would do for us to support 
the third party, they being more in favor 
of uniting church and state than either 
the Republican or Democratic parties? 
And I believe this is the worst we hav to 
fear from any party. Time after time I 
hav seen where some one would exhort 
Mr. Ingersoll to lead this party, but he 
can see things ina much different light, 
and does not intend to make himself the ` 
footstool of schemers. In their preamble 
they ask for the blessing of God on their 
efforts, which shows that superstition is at 
the head, and the head will rule the body. 
I never can believe the third party will be 
a success among Freethinkers, as in this 
preamble they smell danger. One scheme 
after another has been tried by.the re- 
ligionists of this country to get a party in 
power whom they could control, but thank 
goodness they hav not succeeded, and I 
hope never will. If anyone doubts my 
reasoning, let them watch the daily pa- 
pers, and they will see for themselvs 
whether I am right or not. The Catholics 
hava leader in the form of foxy McGlynn, 
while the ideas of Mrs. Lease in her 
lecture at Mount Gretna, Pa., would sat- 
isfy any sane person as to what party has 
her in hand. Here is one sentence spoken 
by her, which is a fair sample of the whole 
address: ‘The ministers of the gospel 
should be interested in this revolution for 
the cause of Jesus Christ and humanity. 
The time has come when politics must be 
discussed from the pulpit.” McGlynn was 
to hav been present, but did not put in an 
appearance. A nice pair of leaders for 
Freethinkers to follow. But, Mr. Schemer, 
you had better try some other plan than 
trying to intimidate the editor of Tue 
TRUTH SEEKER to conform to your wishes 
by cutting off your paltry subseription. 
You hav a wide-awake class to deal with 
when trying to ensnare us in your net, 
and your action if carried out by you 
would only show you up in your true form 
of asnake in the grass, as you appear to 
me to be too well educated to be ignorant 
of what harm you are trying todo. Your 
action would only cement Freethinkers 
more close together, and show them that 
the old Christian devil (who goes around 
seeking whom he may devour) is not dead - 
yet, But, my friend, he has no power . 
over us, a8 we are not citizens of his coun- 
try, but are Freethinkers in thought and 
acts, and so cannot be third parties. 

f J. ADAMB8ON. 


About the Cotton Picker, 
Boston, Mass., Aug. 25, 1893. 
Mr. Enprror: I seein your paper of Aug. 
26th, my letter written to you July 27th, 
or previously. The situation is now dit- 
ferent. At the time I-wrote it, which was 


certainly some months previous to the 
date printed, the company was selling 
shares at $10 each, and the prospect was 
very bright for continuing the gale and an 
advance in the price. 
Sometime about the commencement of the 
panic, the market for shares became very 
dull and but few or none were sold since, 
as the company did not reduce its price. 
But those who had bought shares were 
not all as firm believers as I am in the 
future of the Lone Star Cotton-Picking 
Machine Company. Some of them com- 
menced to sell at any price they could get. 
I bought a considerable number at $4 per 
share, but none at any less price. Under 
the circumstances, I should not be willing 
to take money at the rate of $10 per share, 
to make a present to Tae TRUTH SEEKER, 


when I know of parties who will sell stock | 


at about a third of that price. I believe 
in the future prosperity of the company 
as much as ever. I mean to hav THE 
TRUTH SEEKER, and Miss Wixon, and Mr. 
Watson Heston hav one or more of the 
shares, if I hav to make a present of them 
myself. I think sometime that they will 
be worth more than $100 each. But there 
is no hurry, and I may write you again. 
I would like that you should hav as much 
as five or ten shares each, enough to 
amount to a handsome set out. I suppose 
if you make a life subscriber of me, while 
I giv you the shares, you would feel bet- 
ter than for me to giv them outright. I 
am now seventy years old. ; 

I think I ought to say something. abou 
the Lone Star cotton-picking machine be- 
ing shown in the World’s Fair in the 
Texas exhibit. When I wrote, the inten- 
tion was to exhibit it there, but these cir- 
cumstances prevented: In the fall of 1890, 
the first machine made, which cost $20,000, 
was exhibited in Texas and worked well. 
The next fall, in 1891, there were eight 
machines, somewhat altered from the first 
one, which worked imperfectly in Sep- 
tember and October, but were fixed and 
worked well in November and December. 
In the fall of 1892 about 35 machines were 
ready to work, but the picking spindles— 
of which there were 144 in each machine— 
commenced to break in the small gear 
that made them revolve, it being the wet- 
test fall in the cotton belt for about 
twenty years or more. The inventor 
therefore concluded to remodel the ma- 
chine, which he did, putting in 308 spindles 
instead of 144. This machine has been 
tried this year, and has picked 20 pounds 
in a minute, which is nearly twice what 
the older machine will do. It was also 
twice as strong, and weighs about 1,100 
pounds, or about 200 pounds: more than 
the other. As it was finished too late 
to put it into the World’s Fair, the in- 
ventor absolutely refused to hav it sent 
from Waco, Tex., where it now is. A 
good many boxes of last year’s cotton crop 
plants, with the cotton on the bolls, are 
now at Waco, and I furnished some of the 
money to pay an expert, who is now on 
the way from New York, to giv it a thor- 
ough -examination: and see it work. A 
friend, interested with me, who furnished 
more money than I did, has been to Texas 
several times and has seen the new ma- 
chine work, speaks of it in the highest 
terms. The company is practically out of 
debt, and will hav enough money to pay 
for 500 machines without selling a share of 
stock.. 

I believe every word of the above. 

Henry N. Srone. 


The Physical Basis of Mind, 
Buorrton, IInp., Sept. 7, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: Materialistic philosophers 
divide the the things of the known universe 
into force and matter. This classification 
is admissible for the sake of convenience 
and ready explanation, but is in fact erro- 
neous. _ 

So-called force never exists apart from 
matter. 

Force is notanentity, consequently does 
not exist. - 

On close examination we find nothing 
but matter and its motion. : 

Latent force, so-called, is simply matter 
in a state of comparativ rest, which, how- 
ever, is capable of taking on a degree of 
action that may be communicated to the 
surrounding medinm and cause more or 
ess motion, z 
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Whenever a substance of high stabilitv 
undergoes change into one of less, there is 
always imparted to the adjacent medium a 
certain degree of motion. Thus, when a 
quantity of coal is consumed in the furnace 
of anengin, matter possessing great action 
is changed into a different condition con- 
taining less action, thence this difference 
of motion is transmitted to the water in the 
boiler, and ultimately throughout the en- 
tire machine. 

There is never the least degree of motion 
in matter lost. 

The smallest conceivable particle that 
matter has been divided into is called an 
atom. This is a particle so small that it 
does not admit of further division. Two 
or more of the atoms in close union con- 
stitute a molecule. This division of mat- 
ter is of course only arbitrary, yet very 
useful to the chemist in combining certain 
proportional quantities. 

. The molecules, or infinitly small parti- 
cles composing all material things, are in 
a state of perpetual vibration. 

-Every molecule in the universe has a 
certain peculiar action, differing from all 
others, except those of like kind, and not 
the least degree of this motion ever be- 
comes actually lost. When coal or wood 
burns there isa union of the oxygen of the 
atmosphere and the carbon in the fuel pro- 
ducing a differently appearing substance 
altogether. The physical characteristics 
of both the oxygen and carbon entirely 
disappear, and the resulting product is 
carbonic acid gas. Now, the oxygen 
and carbon molecules hav combined and 
taken on an entirely different appearance. 
Why? Because they no longer vibrate as 
they did. Besides, the ‘‘carbonic acid 
gas ” has much less action than the aggre- 
gate motion of the oxygen and carbon 
molecules previous to their union. What 
has become, then, of this apparently. lost 
motion? It has been transmitted to the 
molecules of the surrounding medium, and 
elevated their motion to that condition, 
which, when affecting our sense of temper- 
ature, we recognize as heat. 

On the same principle electricity is gen- 
erated. When there is union of two het- 
erogenous (unlike) bodies. the molecular 
action of each differs from the other, con- 
sequently their motions do not harmonize, 
but antagonize; as the result of this an- 
tagonism a new mode of motion arises 
which we hav learned to know as electric- 
ity, which phenomenon is nothing more or 
less than apeculiar mode of motion in mat- 
ter. 

Homogeneous (like) bodies do not gen- 
erate electricity, because their motions har- 
monize. 

Light is another phenomenon of matter, 
being’ a molecular vibration in straight 
lines. > i 
The light of the sun is the- vibratory ac- 
tion of that body communicated to the 
molecules of a subtle ether intervening be- 
tween that great luminary and earth, 
through which medium waves of motion 
incessantly roll from the sun to the eyes of 
mankind. The heat rays are produced 
when the light ray comes in contact with 
the earth’s atmosphere. The vibratory 
motion of the air molecules affect the light 
wave and a new action is generated, called 
heat. 

The telegraph, telephone, phonograph, 
electric light, ete., are all operated on this 
same principle of motion in matter, in il- 
lustration of which we will refer to the 
modus operandi of the electric light. 

Electricity having been generated and 
its circuit es'ablished, passes through the 
wire into a delicate carbon film placed by 
means of w closed glass bulb in vacuo. 
Now, there is no light seen along the wire, 
but just as soon as the electricity reaches 
the carbon thread a flash of light appears. 
Electricity is a certain molecular motion, 
but not of a character to produce light. 

The molecules of the carbon film also 
hav distinct action of their own, and es- 
sentially different from the mode of motion 
called electricity, consequently when the 
two meet they antagonize eaeh other and 
set up a different mode of action, which is 
communicated to the ether surrounding 
the carbon and thence to the eye, and we 
at once hav the phenomenon of light. 
Each phenomenon in matter has its own 
peculiar mode of molecular action. 

_ The motions of the different bodies in 
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nature are constantly encroaching on each 
other, the stronger overcoming the weaker, 
and consequent change of form follows. 
Some elements are particularly character- 
istic of this kind of behavior, among which 
is oxygen. This element is-‘ever on the 
alert, and myriads are the changes it in- 
cessantly brings about by its constant ef- 
fort of overcoming the motion of other 
bodies by the action of its own. Even 
though it has to combine with other sub- 
stances and for the time being lose its own 
identity, it will do it rather than forego 
the opportunity. The reader must not 
confuse the vibratory action of the primary 
elements whereby their individuality is 
maintained, with those that affect the 
senses and produce change of form. We 
hav now considered the actions relating to 
the various appearances in matter, and 
come to the proper place to discuss the re- 
lations between the material movements 
and mind, 

Philosophy has long since established 
the fact that the mind never takes direct 
cognizance of material objects, but only 
perceives the impressions which the ex- 
ternal world is capable of producing in 
consciousness. 

There is nothing reaches out from the 
senses to material objects whereby we hav 
knowledge of them, neither is there any- 
thing materialistic passes from external 
objects into the brain by way of the 
senses. Oonsequently, the only relation 
existing between external nature and mind 
is the power matter possesses of arousing 
a conscious state in the cells of the cortex 
of the brain, and consists in a wave of 
motion passing between the external ob- 
jects and the brain, in the molecules of 
the nerve cells of which a corresponding 
movement is produced. These molecular 
vibrations, established in the nerve cells, 
become permanent; the oftener they are 
repeated the more permanent their move- 
ments become. It is in this way the infant 
builds up a state of consciousness and ob- 
tains a knowledge of its surroundings, 
The first few weeks after birth no nerve 
cells at all exist in the intellectual region 
of the brain, but in time a few, small, 
rudimentary cells appear. During the 
growth and development of the child there 
is a direct relation existing between the 
cell growth and the intellectual attain- 
ments. This is well exemplified in the 
lower animals where there is an accurate 
correspondence between the mental scale 
of the animal and the brain cell in its 
cerebrum. The superior and anterior por- 
tion of the cerebrum is the region of mind. 
This has been removed experimentally in 
animals, whereupon they lose all mental 
power, nothing remaining except the 
reflex and automatic movements due to 
the action of the spine and lower brain 
centers. 

The same facts hold true in the intel- 
lectual region of the human being, in 
which disease bas impaired or destroyed 
the wind regions. 

Individuals of low intellectual power and 
idiots hav very few cells in the mind terri- 
tory. 

Loss of mind in elderly people, called 
€‘ senile dementia,” is accompanied by the 
disappearance of the nerve cells in the re- 
gion of thought, and the diminution of 
cells is in direct relation to the degree of 
the dementia. Men of extraordinary in- 
tellectual capacity during life show on ex- 
amination in death a mind region rich in 
brain cells. Who can then doubt that the 
mental propensities depend directly on the 
cellular elements when there is such an 
accurate correspondence? No brain cells, 
no mind! Numerous brain cells, great in- 
tellect! etc. The multitudinous material 
movements which perpetually roll from 
the many external objects through the 
senses into the nerve cells, cause their 
molecules to vibrate after a certain pe- 
culiar manner. The oftener the act is re- 
peated the more permanent the oscilla- 
tions. This is the conscious operation 
whereby we are cognizant of an impres- 
sion, and when originally made is called a 
perception. Myriads of these become 
fixed in the molecules of the nerve cells, 
caused by the infinitude of molecular 
waves rolling through the senses from the 
external world. This is the stage of per- 
ceptions, or recording office, where the 
symbolic representations are recorded of 


external objects. These perceptions for 
the greater part lie quiet, but as soon as a 
wave of motion rolls through the nerve 
molecules so soon the identical perceptions 
are reproduced. When a movement 
passes over the cells, either from inter- 
nal or external cause, many of them are 
agitated and will take on the action they 
possessed when the original perception 
was made. When this takes place, from 
internal cause or from a general wave, the 
perceptions revivified become conceptions, 
because they are now evolved directly 
from the brain molecules and do not de- 
pend, like the perceptions, on a wave 
movement from without. At this stage we 
begin to enter the domain of thought, 
where there isa relation and correlation of 
the many perceptions. 

Man selects numerous promiscuous per- ` 
ceptions and arrives at a conclusion or 
projects an idea having no direct corres- 
pondence in the attributes of matter. 
Here arises imagination, and the super- 
stitious hav no trouble in selecting such 
perceptiv attributes that when found to- 
gether will make the conception of a most 
hideous monster, which never had or 
could hav any material correspondence. 
No wonder that the ignorant fail to make 
logical combinations of seuse-attributes, 
but conceive all sorts of fanciful and mon- 
strous imagery. Not until education 
enables them to judge logically and see 
the reason for their conclnsions will the 
gods, demons, and spirits disappear from 
their imaginations. Their imagery, thongh 
formed from the attributes of matter, is of 
such preposterous construction that its 
very character and appearance is a foul 
outrage on honest nature. 

Those making claims to a spiritual body 
after death must see from the preceding 
facts that there is only matter and its mo- 
tion in the universe. so far as our senses 
hav been affected, and accordingly if a 
spirit exists it must consist of common 
matter. If it does not consist of matter, it 
cannot exist at all. A spirit cannot consist 
of nothing, and consequently is unable to 
impress our senses. 

However, a spiritualistic nothing comes 
about as near the Christian’s deity and 
angelic spirits as I can conceive. Every 
concept possessed by hnman beings is 
composed of such attributes that their 
physical counterpart can be found in mat- 
ter and its relations. All thoughts, how- 
ever abstract, are based on the outer 
world. When the brain ceases to act, 
where is the soul? It’s at the same place 
as the electric light when the electricity is 
turned off; it ceases to manifest. But 
what about the will power? There is no 
such state as absolute freedom of will. 
Every so-called voluntary act is governed 
by motiv. When one determines to do 
this, that, or the other act there always 
precedes a motiv which becomes the insti- 
gator or cause of the action, which is no 
more free than a muscle is free to act 
without a stimulant of some character. 
Absolute freedom of will is an absurdity 
and impossibility. freedom of will im- 
plies condition or state in matter without 
cause. If a man can commit a so-called 
voluntary act uncaused, then there is no 
reason why we should seek a cause for any- 
thing. 

Nothing composed of anything other 
than matter can exist. Consequently, how 
can anyone make a claim that spirits exist 
unless they are capable of giving us a 
knowledge of their existence through our 
senses? But this they are unahle to do un- 
less they are material, and if material they 
are not spiritual. The only manner in 
which spirits, demons, etc., hav found 
their way into the sky has been through 
the fancies of some infatuated and morbid 
imagination, on the same principle that a 
man with delirium projects the objects of 
his delusions into the outer world. He 
sees them in his mind, but refers them to 
the outside through the power of ex 
perience. If a spirit, then, is unable to 
affect our senses, we hav no right in claim- 
ing a knowledge of their existence. We 
hav no right to go any farther than the 
facts and probabilities warrant us. Most 
of the premises, put forth by those who 
believe by faith rather than bv conclusions 
based on evidence, can at once be dis- 
missed as absurd in the estimation of all 
logical thinkers. wW. W, 
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@hildren’s Gorner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wrox, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communica- 
tims for this Corner should be sent, 


“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
g When the night E beginning o lower, 
omes & e in the day’s occupations 
That in known as the Children 8 Hour.” 


The World Would Be the Better 
for It. 


If men cared tess for wealth and fame, 
And Jess for battlefields and glory; 
If writ in human hearts a name 
Seemed better than in song and story; 
If men, instead of nursing pride, 
Would learn to hate and to abhor it; 
If more relied 
On love to guide— 
The world would be the better for it. 


If men dealt less in stocks and lands, 
And more in bonds and deed: fraternal; 
Tf love’s work had more willing hands, 
To link this world with the superna]; 
If men stored up love’s oil and wine, 
And on bruised human hearts would pour it; 
If “ yours ” and “ mine” 
Wonld once combine— 
The world would be the better for it. 


If more would act the play of life, ` 
And fewer spoil it in rehearsal; 
If bigotry would sheathe its knife 
Till good became more universal; 
If custom, gray with ages grown, 
Had fewer blind men to adore it; 
If talent shone 
In good alone— 
Tho world would be the better for it. 


If men were wise in little things 
Affecting less in all their dealings; 
If hearts had fewer rusted rtrings 
To isolate their kindred feelings; 
If men, when wrong beats down the right, 
Would strike together to restore it; 
If right made might 
In every fight— 
The world would be the better for it 
— W. H. Cobb, in Ex. 


Cultivate Your Intellect. 


Why should young Liberals cultivate 
their minds by the study of the natural 
sciences, namely: Natural philosophy, nat- 
urnl history, astronomy, and geology? 
Because to do so will secure them agains} 
superstition, especially religious supersti- 
tion, that destroys human health, life and 
property—that has already destroyed the 
lives of millions of men and women, called 
Infidels, heretics, and witches. These men 
of great minds are now honored for their 
intellectual achievements. 

Young Liberals should cultivate their 
intellects, because by the agency of the 
human intellect the creations came that 
hav marked the progress of man from the 
infancy of the world to the present day. 
They should cultivate their minds because 
of the pleasure to be derived fromit. This 
gem of thought is from a favorit author: 
t Intellect uncultivated has but few pleas- 
ures, and these are low and gross. But 
the pleasures of cultivated intellect are 
among the most refined and noble as well 
as the most ecstatic that enter into and 
form a part of human happiness. To the 
man of truly cultivated power of thought 
there are a thousand voices that speak the 
rich language of instruction and wisdom, 
to which the uncultivated ear is totally 
deaf. . Yet more than this. It is 
his to be surrounded by the greatest and 
best minds which hav reared their m’ nu- 
mental piles upon the soil of intellect, as 
his companions.” Great is the joy of such 
a companionship. Most gratifying is an 
association with the minds of the great and 
good. Rich, deep, and pure are the pleas. 
ures of cultivated intellect. They cannot 
well be told; they are to be felt. Is not, 
then, the cultivation of our intellects 
an object worthy of attention? Intellect- 
ual cultivation isa progressiv work. The 
powers of the mind unfold with their ex- 
ertion. Each successiv effort adds to the 
mind’s power. Every new thought gleaned 
confers upon it a new strength. Every 
struggle for truth, every effort for a clearer 
light, every strife for a noble victory, 
every resistance of error, every toil-earned 
discovery, every drop of brain-sweat adds 
something to the power, brilliancy, and 
treasury of the intellect. 

Young Liberals should study, because 
the cultivated intellect is a never-failing 
source of pleasure to its friends and com- 
panions. Says a lecturer: ‘‘A cultivated 
intellect is a mine of wealth sparkling with 
instruction. It has an attractiv force 


which draws around itself the minds of 
others, and delights them with its compan- 
ionship. Its words are rich with the 
magic powers of thought. It charms the 
ear with its varied harmony of rich and 
glowing language. It ravishes the heart 
with its recitals of the poetry of passion 
and love. It fires the imagination with 
the fights of its fancy and the gorgeous 
drapery of its figures. It captivates the 
judgment by the justness of its opinions, 
the cogency of its reason, and the compre- 
hensivness of its views. Who that has 
ever enjoyed the companionship of a truly 
cultivated intellect knows not its power to 
please and instruct the mind, to captivate 
and ravish the heart? How full of inter- 
est is the conversation of a truly intelligent 
man or woman! How eagerly do we seek 
the company of such, and how long do we 
enjoy it before we tire! Great are the 
charms which the cultivated intellect has 
for its companions.” Then should not our 
young Liberals culitvate theirs? ` 

Our young friends should strive to im- 
prove their minds, because it will increase 
their power to do good in the world. Un- 
just laws are grinding the face of the poor. 
Existing religious institutions are opposed 
to the well-being of the masses of the peo- 
ple. Old errors are blinding the public 
mind and veiling the understanding of 
humanity from the light of truth. Ig- 
norance is palsying human energies and 
dwarfing human powers. The whirlpool 
of intemperance is swallowing up thou- 
sands. Cultivated intellect must apply 
the lever of reform to these evils and re- 
move them. The world must be reformed, 
improvements made, laws enacted, insti- 
tutions abolished and established, dis- 
coveries made, education carried to the 


masses, justice administered, science 
taught, and religious creeds exterminated 
by cultivated intellect. 


Some may ask: ‘‘How can I cultivate 
my intellect?. I am poor, and hav not the 
means to procure an education.” Has 
poverty robbed you of your intellectual 
powers? Has it not sharpened them ? 
Gold will decorate the body, but it can 
not adorn the mind. The poorer you 
are, the more and greater stimulants to 
action, and fewer inducements to idle- 
ness. Hav you not time? Not time to 
think! How can you help thinking? I 
will say this: ‘‘The will is the way.” 
The youth who believes it imp ssible to 
get an education is deficient in courage 
and energy. If our young Liberals wish, 
when they grow up, to help exterminate 
the creeds that are keeping the world in 
ignorance, they should now begin to cul- 
tivate their minds, 

The above is written for the Corner by 

A FRIEND or Youne LIBERALS. 
—— 
Correspondence. 
FROM A FREETHINKER. 


AstoriA, ILL , Sept. 14, 1893. 
To THE Reapursor THE TRUTH SEEKER: 
Thisis my first letter to Tan TRUTH SEEKER. 
Please d n’t put this in the waste-basket, 
as I intend making Freethinking my life- 
work, and may write quite often. hav 
read Tue Trora SEEKER quite often. 
There are many interesting thingsin it. I 
go to schoo}, and I mean to get a good ed- 
ucation that I may be able to do the work 

which I hav undertaken. Ross Fraztr. 


[May our friend persevere in his deter- 
mination and become a bright and shining 
light in the ranks of Freethought,—Ep. 
C. C0.) 


Roanoxg, Mo., Sept. 11, 1893. 

Dear Miss Wirxon: Will you permit 
another stranger to enter your cosy 
parlor for a few minutes’ chat. I never 
saw Tue TRUTH SEEKER until I went to 
Mr. Walton’s. I always take pleasure in 
reading the Children’s Corner. I am 
eleven years old. I go to school every 
day. I study United States history, ge- 
ography, B grammar, fourth reader, B 
spelling, and third part of arithmetic. 

I hav five brothers. I am the only girl. 
I hav four brothers older than myself and 
one younger. My father subscribed for 
Tue Trors Seexer. I like it very much. 

For fear of your waste-basket, I will 
close. I remain as ever your little Free- 
thinker friend, AGNES FINNELL. 

[Agnes is no longer a stranger, but one 
of the family, from whom we rhal] always 
be glad to hear.—Ep. C. C.] 

Hooxssoura, O., Sept. 10, 1893. 

Dear Miss Wrixon: This is my first let- 
ter to the Corner, and I hope it will not 
be the last. My father takes a good many 


papers, but he thinks Tau TRUTH SEEKER 
is the best. I like to read the Children’s 
Corner very much. oO 

My age is fourteen, I hav three sisters 
and three brothers. My youngest brother 
we hav not named. I would like for some 
of your Corner correspondents to send us 
a name, a8 we are unable to find one to 
suit, 

I bardly ever go to church. There are 
several churches around here holdin 
prayer-meetings and Sunday-schools. 
went once or twice, and was digusted, so 
did not care to go again. I would like to 
correspond with some of the girls of the 
Corner. 

As my letter is getting long I will close, 
hoping to see this in print. 

From your friend. De Erra Hooper. 

[Now, let us all try and see if we can 
find a name for that baby.—Ep. C. 0.] 

Roanoke, Mo., Sept, 10, 1898. 

Dear Miss Won: Will you permit me 
to take a peep into the Corner, as I wish to 
get acquainted with your pleasant little 
family of Freethinkers. I was nine years 
old on the sixth ult. I am the youngestof 
three sisters, I hav one brother dead, but 
none living. We go to Sunday-school and 
church most every Sunday. Papa and 
mamma go with us sometimes. There can 
be no harm in hearing what they hav to 
say, though I do not believe any of their 
fish stories, all the same. My teacher says 
God takes care of everybody. This may 
be true, but some people are very badly 
taken care of. T am told that God loves 
everybody. Why does he not make every- 
one happy? My teacher says that God 
wants us to love our enemies and be kind 
to them. If this is true, why does he talk 
about burning his enemies? My teacher 
says that Jesus at one time lived on the 
earth, and that the people all saw him. 
She wanted everyone in her class that be- 
lieved this to hold up their hands. I 
thought she might be mistaken about it. 
I did not hold up my hand. Pa has taken 
Tue TRUTH SEEKER as far back as I can 
remember. He says the preachers do not 
think well of it because it is opposed to 
their trade. It keeps people from believ- 
ing what they say about some things. I 
hope you will publish my letter, unless you 
think it of no account. For the present I 
must close. I remain, 

- Your little Freethinking friend, 
Lizzi WALTON. 


[A very good letter, and we shall be glad 
to hear from Lizzie often.—Ep. O. 0.) 
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All in a Lifetime. 
1zmo, 300 pp., $1. 


Apples of Gold. And Other Stories for 
- Boys and Girls. 12mo, 388 pp., $1.25. 


The Story Hour. An Exceptionally Hand- 
some and Interesting Book, Without Supersti- 
tion, for Children and Youth. The Only Free- 
thinkers’ Children’s, Story-book ever issued. 
66 full-page illustrations and 25 smaller; large 
ivpe, heavy, toned paper, broad margins, illus- 
trated covers; 4to, 224 pp., boards, $1. 

Address, THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


PULPIT, PEW, 
and CRADLE. 


By HELEN A. GARDENER. 
One of Her Brightest, Wittiest, and 
Strongest Lectures Against - 
the Bible. 
Every Woman Should Read It 
` . and 


Know Her Enemies and Her Friends, 
Price, 10 cents. Address this office. i 


A Liberal Romance. 


CHEAP EDITION. 
Travels in Faith. 


Be the. story of his mental, Journey from 
me orthodoxy to Rationalism. 


Price, papér, 25 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEE KER. 


BRAIN ~ BIBLE; 
THE CONFLCE BETWEEN MENTAL SENCE 


AND THEOLOGY. 
By EDCAR C. BEALL, M.D., 


with a preface by 
R. G. INGERSOLL. 


This is the only work of its kind in the litera- 
ture of Freethought. Its arguments are , based 
upon scientific phrenology, and appeal directly 
to the reader’s ses.se of logic and love of justice. 
It is eloquent as well as convincing. 

Price, cloth, $1. dress 

THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Truth Seeker Library. 


Published Monthly at $3 per Year. 
Issues oF 1891.—$3. 


Price. 
Truth Seeker Annual, 1891........-eceseeeseeee $0 25 
Men, Women, and Gods. Helen H. Gar- 

E T PIP ese aanees pidassi 50 
The Age of Reason. Thomas Paine. Mus- 

trated.. senese essers esns pereseo 2% 
Answers to Christian Questions = 

NObb vase decay ecescsaes nicega 
Christian Absurdities. John Peck. 20 
Victor Hugo’s Oration on Voltaire 10 
The Crisis. Thomas Paine, Illustrated..... 40 
Sabbath Breaking. John E. Remsburg....... 25 
Travels in Faith from Tradition to Rea- 

son. Robert. O. Adams.......+..sseaceee 25 
Strike of aSex. George N. Miller ... 25 
My Religious Experience. Samuel P. Put- s 

DAW ET T 
The Higher Criticism in Theology and Re- 

ligion. E. Longshore..............66 50 

Issues oF 1892.—$3, 

Infidel Death-Beds. G. W. Foote...........++ 25 
Rights of Man. Thomas Paine. Ilustra- io 
OC E 
Was Christ Crucified? Austin Bierbower.... 10 
Pulpit, Pew, and Cradle. Helen H. Gar- 10 
EDC E N Mave eines 
Bible Morals. John E. Remsburg............ 25 
Awful Disclosures of Maria Monk............ 50 
PocketTheology. Voltaire...... sin aTa Ekas 25 

y Don't God Kill the Devil? M. Bab- i 

COCK E E 
Liberty in Literature. Testimonial to 

alt Whitman, with Funeral Address. 

By Col. Robert G. Ingersoll...,.......... 25 
Six Lectures on Astronomy. Richard A. 

FOOLOL erisin ANENE dileaewe eves s 15 
Candle Prom: Under the Bushel. Wm. i 
BIG ee E EEA 
The Holy Bible Abridged..............0.00 z. 80 
False Claims of the Church. John ‘B. 
RemsburG....... .......s00- P . 10 
Issues or 1893.—$3. 
Thomas Paine. Vindicated. Col. Robert 
. Ingersoll, ..ssensneseesserpeseseaseroene 15 
The Creation of God. Dr. Jacob Hart- 

MADD ........ 00008 pereseergsen nctesesessess 50 
Crimes of Preachers in the United States. 

M. E. Bi Buereerrereresereersoree . 25 
Resurrection of Jesus vee 40 
Handbook of Freethought. W, 8. Bell...... 50 
Religion a Curse; Religion a Disease; Re- 

ligion a Lie. 8. P. Putnam.............. 25 
Design Argument Fallacies. By Editor of 

HE TRUTH SERREB........-..005 066. 15 
Abraham Lincoln: Was He a Christian? 

ohn E. Remsbure.............0-. aeeie DD 
Pen Pictures of The World’s Fair. Nus- 

trated. 8. P. Putnam... s.s 25 
Common Sense. Thomas Paine........ fagit 15 
Examination of Prophecies. Thos, Paine.. 15 
Pleasure and Progress. Albert M. Lorentz, 

WB. ccccaccccccccccacacasacs eosesvccece 50 


During the year, other standard Freethought 
works willbe published and sent to subscribers 
as they appear. | 

Yearly subscribers at $3 receive all the numbers 
published in one year. In ordering please say 
which year is desired. 

Single numbers sold at prices quoted. 

. THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Place. New York. 


FOR HER DAILY BREAD, 


A Nineteenth Century Novel. 


Preface by R. 6. INGERSOLL, 


For Her Daily Bread is the story of two young 
irls and a younger brother who were left parent. 
ess, with a little money, fair education, and 
much courage, to make their way through the 
world by going to Obicago. The author is also 
the heroine. The narrative is, in the main, a his- 
tory of a working-girl’s life and experience in the 
city of Chicago among bluff business-men, kind- 
hearted folks, and disreputable hypocrits. It is 
just such a story of human life as we should ex- 
pect Colonel Ingeraoll to be interested in; and 
whatever he admires and appreciates is sure to 
be worth the attention of the rest of the world. 
Price, 25 cents. Address 
; i ; THE TRUTH SEEKER 


APOLLONIUS OF TYANA IDENTIFIED AS THE 
CHRISTIAN JESUS. 


An important and remarkable revelation. con- 
terning the life and times of Apollonius of 
Tyana, the great sage and philosopher of the first 
century. It is here claimed that his life and 
teachings were appropriated and utilized by the 
formulators of the Christian religion in the in- 
terest of so-called Christianity. The plagiarism 
is made plain in this brief history. of Apollonius. 
especia. gi view of the historical references an 
comments thereon. It is quite evident that. to 
conceal the plagiarism, the name of Apollonius 
was Suppressed... _ ee EOAR ape 


Price, 15 cents. ee 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


28 Lafayette place, New York City 


SHALL THE BIBLE BE READ 
- “IN OUR:PUBLIC: SCHOOLS ?- >- = = 

BYR. B. Westbrook, AuMi-7 

Third Thousand. 


Price, 10 cents. Address Tax TRUTH SEEKER. 
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A NEW BOOK--AND A MOST ORIGINAL ONE.| Just Out.—25 Cents.—Five Copies for $1. 


The Creation of God. | 


By DR. JACOB HARTMANN. 


An explanation of the origin of the God Idea, and the mental processes that led to the formation 
of idols and the worship of them. From the time of Terah’s apostasy, Abraham’s reformation and 
his banishment for heresy and blasphemy against the Chaldean idols, to Christ’s coming, the princi- 
palcharacters are analyzed and shown to be human, by thought anddeed. It is made plain that the 
peculiar phraseology, cant sayings, subterfuges, miracles, wonder-workings, and supernatural pad- 

ng are the proper offspring of the then existing barbarism, ignorance, and superstition, constitut- 


ing the peculiar politics of the day. 
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A Liberal living. in Michigan said once that he would give $25 a 
year to have the Orimes of Preachers recorded, as the frequent lapses 
of virtue of the ministers showed how little value Ohristianity 
possesses to make men moral. 

We have just issued the Fourth Edition of the book doing this. 


The additions for this pew edition of the 


‘í Crimes of Preachers ”’ 


shows nearly 400 cases of ministerial conduct. While those in pre- 
vious editions show that within a few years about 


1300 MENISTERS HAVE BEEN GUILTY 


of one kind or another of criminal conduct. Most of the crimes 
are against women, for the fair sex are at once the weakness and 
the strength of the church—“ the church” meaning of course the 


clergy. 
"Notwithstanding the many additional pages, we have kept thef 
price the same, 25 cents. Send for a copy, and confound the church- 


men. Show them just what sort of scamps are the clergy who have 2 


clused the World’s Fair on Sunday, because it is so holy a d a 
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GOD AND HIS BOOK: 


; is book Colonel Ingersoll wrote tothe author: ‘You have earned the 
than a a yha rotating Tt isa. work of vast research, of sound cee of Pacers 
humor, of sledgehammer vehemence, of sca g satire, of pathos an oquence. on 

the heaviest foon oclastic broadsides ever fired at the Jewish God and the Bible. i 


Cloth, gold letters, $1.25. : 
WOMAN: HER GLORY, HER SHAME, AND HER GOD. 


The Rev. Archdeacon Farrar said that * Christianity elevated the woman; it shrouded 
as with a halo of sacred innocence the tender years of the child.” The object of Saladin’s work 
is to show the archdeacon his error,and he has succeeded. English writer said of it: 
“This certainly is one of the most marvelous books ever issued from the press. The authori- 
ties cited are unquestionable, and the result is convincing.” 

In two volumes, cloth, gilt-lettered, $2.60. 


JANET SMITH: A PROMISCUOUS ESSAY ON WOMAN. 


This is one of the most delightful of Saladin’s books, a dissection of woman, with inoi. 
dental tearing apart of man—caustic, sarcastic, yet philosophical withal, and permeated with 
a tender reverence for woman and exalted opinion of what she is and should be. A merciless 
satire upon certain of the conventioual foibles of the day, full of facts, fancies, truths, rare 
touches of genius, and bursts of eloquence. Most of the satirical shafts aimed at the woman 
go past her and stick in the man behind her, and it serves him about right. 

Cloth, uncut edges, gilt top, $1. 


CHRISTIANITY AND THE SLAVE TRADE. 


A condensation of the known facts upon this subject, proving thi Christianity did not 
abolish but aided this infamous traffic in human beings. To which are added such comments 
as only Saladin can make. In paper, 80 cents. 


THE TRANSITION. 


A consideration of the antagonism of the Bible and science, and of the question whether 
the veiled or a. llogorical portions of the EA Bible can be interpreted by modern science. 
n paper, 20 cents. 


ROSES AND RUE. 


Being Random Notes and Sketches. Some of its subjects are: A Last Interview with a 
Man of Genius; An Essay on Stirpiculture; Asceticism and Superstition; Oapital Punishment; 
Poverty; Godin the Constitution; Bruno; Gods; Witchcraft, etc. This may be called Sala- 
din’s own book, for it is poetry in prose, and is one of the books that lovers of strong literature 
like to read again and again. In cloth, gold- andsilver-lettered, $1.80. 


LAYS OF ROMANCE. 


This book reminds one of Sir Walter Scott, being romantic, historic verse, aglow in every 
page with the energy of a true and high poetic genius. 
Cloth, gold-lettered, 75 cents. 


ISAURE and OTHER POEMS. 


The title poem is a story of intense passion, touchingly told. The other twenty ms 
are fresh, fragrant, thoughtful, and every Verse reve the thinker, observer, and retermer. 
Every page glows with passion and throbs with life. y 

Cloth, gold-lettered, 75 cents. 


A FEARFUL FLOGGING. 


By one who endured it. Based upon a manusoript in the possession of Baladin 
Ta paper, 10 cents. 


THE AGONIES OF HANGING. 


Studies in Psychology.. By one who was cut down from the gallows. Printed from mant: 
scriptin the hands of Saladin. In paper, 10 cents. 


WHIRLWIND SOWN and REAPED. 


A short story of clerical crime and villainy founded on fact. Of this book the Open Court 
said: * This novel will command the same, or more, interest than Helen Gardener’s story, * Ia 
This Your Son, My Lord?’” In paper, 25 cents. 


THE CONFESSIONAL. 


Being an exposure of that infamous religious rite. Contents: Li. ~tiousness of the Pre- 
Reformation Cburch; Lechery of the Confessional; The Priest in Absc. ton; Confessions of 
the Escaped Nun; Extracts from Dens and Liguori; Examination of tn. Church’s Claim to . 
have Fostered Learning; Her Atten pts at Continency, even more Ruinous than Her Self- 
Indulgence; The Relative Criminal Statistics of Catholicism and Protestantism 


paper, 25 cents. (j 
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TBE PHILOSOPHY OF MENTAL HEALING; a 
Practical Exposition of Natural Restor- 
ativ Power. By Leander Edmund 
Whipple. New York: The Metaphysical 
Publishing Company. Cloth, price, 
$2.50. 

Some idea of the range of this work 
may be given in a summary of chapter 
headings: Metaphysical Healing—Its Nat- 
ure and Scope; Metaphysics versus Hyp- 
notism—Is Mind Cure Mesmerism? The 
Potency of Metaphysics in Surgery—Does 
Mental Healing Claim to Replace Surg- 
ery? The Progress of the Age—Universal 
Ether and Telepathy; Intelligence and 
Sensation—the Office of the Senses; Men- 
tal Action—the Process of Thought; The 
Physical Reflection of Thought—Its Ex- 
pression on the Body; The Mental 
Origin of Disease—Thought Images; Cur- 
ativ Influences—What Is a Mental Cure? 
The Physical Effects of Anger—How 
Mental Action Causes Disease; The Infiu- 
ence of Fear in Sickness—Discordant 
Emotion and Its Results; Illustrativ Cases 
— Cures That Hav Been Effected— Various 
Effects of Fright; Muscular and Inflamma- 
tory Conditions—Heart Disease, Fevers, 
and Colds; The Common Ground of Heal- 
ing Methods—Why Do Conflicting The- 
ories Heal? Conclusion—the Importance 
of the Movement. 

Mr. Whipple proceeds upon the assump- 
tion that the body is an adjunct of the 
mind, that the five senses are insufficient 
and misleading in their guidance, and that 
disease—‘‘ whatever its name or nature— 
must originate in some mental activity 
afterwards registered in the body, where 
the mode of action is outwardly ex- 
pressed.” There is in the work very little 
of ‘‘ Divine Will ” talk and similar theo- 
logical rubbish of the old style, and it isa 
well-printed and attractive work, and will 
undoubtedly be welcomed by those of our 
readers whose mental habits and inclina- 
tion lead them into the domain of meta- 
physical research. 

Direct LEGISLCATION BY THE CITIZENSHIP 
THROUGH THE [INITIATIV AND REFER- 
ENDUM. By J. W. Sullivan. New York: 
True Nationalist Publishing Company. 
Paper covers. Price, 25 cents. 

The author of this work, Mr. J. W. Sul- 
livan, fora long time associated with Hugh 
O. Pentecost on the Twentieth Century, 
may truly be said to be the father of the 
initiativ and referendum, as advocated in 
this country. Although many had preceded 
him as American adherents of the idea, it 
remained for his propaganda to secure for 
this political cult wide consideration and 
extended favor. What it has accomplished 
in civilized Switzerland he has shown in 
these pages; what it could do in the semi- 
savage sections of the United States he is 
endeavoring to show in the pages of con- 
temporaneous history. Regarding the re- 
ception accorded ‘‘ Direct Legislation,” 
the publishers say in an ‘‘ advertisement ” 
dated last April: 

‘‘ This book has completed its first year. 

It has received the stamp of high 
approval for correctness in fact and prin- 
ciple from such well-known Swiss publicists 
as Carl Biirkli, Louis Wuarin, Th. Curti, 
and Michael Fiiirscheim. It has been 
made the subject of iavorable review by 
prominent Swiss journals, notably the 

Zurich daily Post, the leading newspaper 

of German Switzerland, which devoted to 

. if severai columns in three successiv issues, 
and. the Journal de Génédve, the leading 
newspaper of French Switzerland, which 
also accorded it unusual space and atten- 
tion. It has been reviewed at length in 

Italian, German, Belgian, French, Cana- 

dian, and Australian papers, the one ver- 

. dict being that it has supplied a hitherto 
vacant place in the literature of political 
science. It has demonstrated the possi- 
bility of the universal republic. It has 
convinced hosts of Americans that the 
middleman in lawmahing must go. It has 
brought to the author hundreds of letters 
from men of all classes in America, who 
commend its spirit and express their read- 
iness to assist ın carrying outits object. It 
has helped, through some of its readers 
who went to the Omaha national conven- 
tion with the purpose in view, to place a 
direct legislation plank in the People’s 
Party platform. It has informed and en- 
couraged the delegates who last fall, at the 
St. Louis and Philadelphia general con- 
ventions, brought the Knights of Labor 
and the American Federation of Labor to 
the decisicn that they would help to estab- 
lish direct legislation.” 


Tar Socran Contract; OR, PRINCIPLES oF 
Pourrican Law. Also, a Project for a 
Perpetual Peace. By Jean Jacques 
Rousseau, Citizen of Geneva. Trans- 
Jated from the original French, New 


York: Peter Eckler, 35 Fulton street. 

Cloth, $1. 

Rousseau left his impress on the race. 
His thoughts became the thoughts of 
the noblest, most clear-seeing leaders of 
the French and American revolutions. 
Subjected to penury, the victim of miscon- 
ception and persecution, voted crazy by 
those who could not themselvs be insane, 
because they could not think, he planted 


ity.” These associations to make no 
profit, ‘‘discount no notes, deal in no 
securities, engage in no speculations, exact 
no interest, orin any way risk the money 
or creditof [their] members.” Running 
expenses to be paid by the members in the 
ratio of their credits, and these expenses 
‘probably will not exceed from two- to 
three-tenths of one per cent. annually.” 
Mr. Van Ornum avers that the banks hav 


the seeds of religious and political libe: 
in thousands of brains, and made us 


was only human and his age was one of re- 
ligious darkness; hence we need not be 
surprised to find him advocating princi- 


ples that are to-day repugnant to every 


correct thinker. For instance, on page 

196 of the ‘‘Social Contract,” are found 

these paragraphs: 

“ There is a profession of faith, there- 
fore, pnrely political; the articles of which 
it is in the province of the sovereign to as- 
certain, not precisely as articles of re- 
ligion, but as the sentiments due to so- 
ciety, without which it is impossible to be 
a good citizen, a faithful subject. With- 
out compelling anyone to adopt these sen- 
timents, the sovereign may also equitably 
banish him from the society; not, indeed, 
as impious, but as unsociable, as incapa- 
ble of having a sincere regard to justice, 
and of sacrificing his life, if required, to 
his duty. Again, should anyone, after 
having made a public profession of such 
sentiments, betray his disbelief of them 
by his misconduct, he may equitably be 
punished with death, having committed 
the greatest of all crimes, that of belying 
his heart in the face of the laws. The 
tenets of political religion should be few 
and simple; they should be laid down also 
with precision, and without explication 
and comment: The existence of a power- 
ful, intelligent, beneficent, prescient, and 
provident deity; a future state; the re- 
ward of the virtuous, and the punishment 
of the wicked; the sacred nature of the so- 
cial contract, and of the laws. These 
should be its positiv tenets. As to those 
of a negativ kind, I would confine myself 
solely to one by forbidding persecution.” 

We hardly realize how far this age of 
scientific knowledge is removed from the 
old centuries of speculation until we are 
brought face to face with a Rousseau 
speaking in all seriousness of the possibil- 
ity of “‘compelling one to adopt senti- 
ments ” which his intellect cannot assimi- 
late! Then think of the conception of 
justice which a philosopher must hav had 
who advocated the death penalty as a pun- 
ishment for one who, under pain of ban- 
ishment otherwise, had made a profession 
of belief in dogmas which he subsequently 
renounced! And this philosopher was 
Rousseau! If he had progressed no 
further than this, in what quagmires of 
superstition and crime were the masses 
of his compatriots sunken? After this, 
Roussean would forbid persecution! The 
paragraphs I hav quoted might hav been 
transferred from the columns of the 
Christian Statesman or Christian Nation. 
Yes, we hav in this age and this country 
an activ, aggressiv and powerful par 
whose scheme of ‘‘political religion ” dif- 
fers scarcely a particle from that of Jean 
Jacques Rousseau, and this party is the 
enemy immediately in our front. The 
age in which he lived excuses Rousseau— 
is there any excuse for the God-in-the 
Constitution reactionaries? 

Mr. Eckler has done his part of the 
work well; the printing and bookbinding 
are a credit to those crafts, as are all his 
publications. 

Money: Co-opsRativ BANKING AND Ex- 
oHANGE. By William H. Van Ornum, 
Chicago: Charles H. Kerr & Co., 175 
Monroe street. Paper covers. Price, 
25 cents. 

On the title-page of this pamphlet it is 
declared that it shows ‘‘ An easy, practi- 
cal, and permanent relief from financial 
difficulties, and one which can be ap- 
plied immediately.” Quoting approv- 
ingly Francis A. Walker’s definition of 
money, ‘‘ That which passes freely from 
hand to hand throughout the c»mmunity 
in final discharge of debts and full pay- 
ment for commodities, being accepted 
without reference to the character or 
credit of the person who offers it and 
without the intention of the person who 
receives it to consume it, or enjoy it, or 
apply it to any other use than in turn to 
tender it to others in discharge of debts 
or payment for commodities,” Mr. Van 
Ornum proceeds to state his objections to 
interest, to the ten per cent. tax, to private 
banks of issue, government monopoly of 
currency, money hoarding, metal coinage, 
nationa) bank currency, gold and silver 
certificates, private bank outputs, and 
greenbacks. The remainder and bulk of 
the pamphlet is devoted to the advocacy 
of co-operativ banking associations which 
can be formed, the author claims, in every 
city, town, or county, and be composed of 
business and professional men, farmers, 
and workingmen. ‘‘ Each member to be 
rated for credit according to his financial 
and productiv ability and personal prob- 


the legatees of his priceless wealth of heart 
and intellect. But, of course, Rousseau 


this plan, the clearin 
York, Philadelphia, an 
resorted to this expedient in emergencies. 
Tnasmuch as the government has not at- 
tempted to enforce the ten per cent. tax 
upon. the clearing houses which hav en- 


gaged in this enterprise our pamphleteer 


claims that it is estopped from pressing 
the application of it upon the co-operativ 
banking asssociations. Yet, should the 
law be imposed, through a strained inter- 
pretation, upon the associations, their ad- 
vocate thinks that their credits could hold 
their own against the bankers’ money, be- 
cause of the much less cost of issue—ab- 
sence of interest, etc. In an appendix, 
forms of organization, by-laws, etc., are 
given, 

a ag M 
Short Notes About Books. 

The question, Was Abraham Lincoln a 
Christian? is settled forever. Mr. Rems- 
burg in this book presents all the import- 
ant testimony which bears upon the ques- 
tion pro and con, and conclusivly shows 
that Lincoln was not a Christian. In his 
preface the author says: ‘‘In proving Lin- 
coln’ a disbeliever, he (the author) does 
not presume to hav proved Christianity 
false or Freethought true; but he has 
shown that some Christians are not honest 
and that an honest man may be a Free- 
thinker.” 

All who know Mr. Remsburg’s mental 
temperamert know that he is specially 
fitted for a work of this character, and 
they also know that any statement made 
by him is made upon the authority of facts 
which are indisputable. This book will 
need no successor. The mission which its 
author undertook is accomplished. The 
Christian church must pluck the diamond 
of Lincoln’s name from its crown, for it is 
outof place in such a setting. 

While Mr. Remsburg’s book is neces- 
sarily made up largely from other sources, 
there is an originality about it character- 
istic of the author. An air pervades it that 
shows that he thoroughly appreciated his 
subject and thoroughly enjoyed his la- 
bor. The Freethinker may confidently 
claim Abraham Lincoln as a disbeliever in 
the divine character of Christianity and 
an Infidel to the Christian superstitions, 
and he can find in this book an array of 
facts to support his claim that his Chris- 
tian opponents cannot overthrow. 

The testimony of a few interested editors 
cannot, for a moment, stand against the 
evidence of scores of personal friends and 
associates who knew Mr. Lincoln inti- 
mately for years and who were in a way 
to know his private opinions.— Boston 
Investigator. 

Another author who appears to hav mis- 
directed his talents is Mr. John E. Rems- 
burg. He has written a book of 336 pages 
to prove that Abraham Lincoln was a 
Freethinker, and was therefore not de- 
serving of what the author evidently con- 
siders to hav been the stigma placed upon 
Mr. Lincoln’s honesty and mental strength 
by those false friends who insisted that the 
martyr president died.a Christian. Mr. 
Remsburg has been at the trouble to hunt 
evidence for fifteen years, gathering testi- 
mony from more than one handred wit- 
nesses to the effect thatif Mr. Lincoln had 
any convictions whatever on the subject of 
religion, they were on the side of Free- 
thinking—a conclusion which can be of no 
particular importance to Christianity, to 
Freethinking, or to history. New York: 
The Truth Seeker Company.— Buffalo 
Express. 

**An Agnostic’s View of the Resurrec- 
tion,” by ‘‘ Don Allen ” (New York: Truth 
Seeker Company; 161 pp., 3s. 6d.), is a 
thoughtful examination of the supernatural 
allegations of the orthodox theory. The 
writer has ‘‘nothing to say against the 
personal character of the man Jesus,” but 
only attacks ‘‘seme of the superstitions 
that hav always been associated with his 
name.” His own theory is that ‘‘the 
body of Jesus was, by the orders of Pilate, 
taken out of the sepulcher in which it was 
laid; that the Roman guards were acces. 
sories to the fact when it occurred; that it 
was secreted elsewhere in order to quiet 
the tumult that had been raised on ac- 
count of the crucifixion; that it had the 
effect for which it was intended, and that 
is all there was of this pretended resurrec- 
tion.” This simple but sweeping explana- 
tion is reasoned out in a conversational 
manner.—Amos Waters, in Watts’s Lit- 
erary Guide. 


GHOST OF ST. JOHNS. 


By M. BABOGOCE Price, 15 ots. 


repeatedly demonstrated the feasibility of 
houses of New 
Chicago having 


er.ck Ryan, 


Gems of Ghought. 


‘Arm my fears and cares are of this 
world; if there is another, an honest man 
has nothing to fear from it.— Burns. 


Greatvess is not the gift of majorities; 
it cannot be thrust upon any man; men 
cannot giv it to another; they can giv 
place and power, but not greatness. The 
place does not make the man, nor the 
scepter the king. Greatness is from 
within.—Ingersoll, 


Tue age is dall and mean. Men creep, 
Not walk; with blood too pale and tame 
To pay the debt they owe to shame; 

Buy cheap, sell dear; eat, drink, and sleep 
Down-pillowed, deaf to moaning want; 

Pay tithes for soul-insurance; keep 
Six days to Mammon, one to Cant. 

— Whittier. 


- Justicg to the state requires that every 
religious corporation or society owning 
real estate should bear its proportionate 
share or quota of taxation. Otherwise 
this burden: must be distributed among 
and assumed by the general taxpayers.— 
Address of Gilbert R. Hawes, Esq., of 
the New York bar. 


Ir [Christianity] surged up from below, 
from the dregs of the world; it arose 
among an obscure sect of local fanatics, 
even in its own narrow provincial birth- 
place; and it brought with it, to cultivated 
Rome and Hellas, the common ideas and 
practices of the less civilized medium in 
which it had its origin.— Grant Allen. 


Mr. Parne in his person was about five 
feet ten’ inches high, and rather athletic; 
he was broad shouldered, and latterly 
stooped a little. His eye, of which the 
painter could hardly convey the exquisit ' 
meaning, was full, brilliant, and singu- 
larly piercing; it had in it the muse of 
fire. . His manners were easy and 
gracious; his knowledge was universal 
and boundless; in private company and 
among friends his conversation had every 
fascination that anecdote, novelty, and 
truth could giv it.—Clio Rickman. 


Ir ever one is inclined to doubt the 
danger of priestcraft, a visit to India. 
ought to dispel such doubts, He will find 
in the Brahmans a typical priesthood, and 
he will see how their unquestioned rule 
has degraded the people, until they seem: 
without the power of clear thinking or 
wide feeling. . . . The pious giv, not 
because their brothers hav need, but to 
please the god; and it is nothing to them 
if their gifts are consumed by the priests 
or wasted on wortbless objects. The 
priests giv as priests—either to attract 
worshipers to their temple or to deliver 
their own souls.— Samuel A. Barnett, 


Crrist was sent to the ‘‘lost sheep of 
the house of Israel,” but he failed to win 
their confidence, for we read that ‘‘He 
came unto his own, and his own received 
him not.” He then undertook to ‘‘show 
light to the Gentiles,” and be ‘‘the light 
of the world;” but after eighteen hundred 
years of the teaching of his faith it has 
failed to reach two-thirds of the world; 
and among the one-third, where it has 
been preached, the majority of the people 
hav rejected its claims. However -his 
name may be professed, Christ himself, 
not being in touch with the gonia of our 
time, has failed to become a livi 


ving factor 
in modern life.— Charles Watts. . 


Rerrcion has filled the world with con- 
tentions, quarrels, wars, and terrible 
bloodshed. The worshipers of one god 
hav waged war against the worshipers of 
some other god, and each hav tried to 
their utmost to exterminate their oppo- 
nents. Men hav thus became deadly 
enemies to each other when they should 
hav remained friends and brothers. They 
hav spilt each other’s blood, mutilated 
each other’s bodies, and made corpses of 
millions of their fellow-beings while madly 
following the monsters of their own crea- 
tion, and hav made perfect demons of 
themselvs. Yes, the worship of gods has 
made devils of men.— MU. Babcock. 


Iv is only the coward and the charlatan 
who is afraid to face the ordeal of debate. 
A sincere man, confident in the strength 
of his convictions, will gladly face discus- 
sion; if he feels that his opponent’s case is 
more than he can answer, he will be led to 
think further, and perhaps reconsider his 
position. he be a sincere man he will 
not hide or stifle the doubt or the opinion 
he cannot refute; for, if he did so, he 
would cease to be sincere. It is a true 
man’s duty to pursue a doubt, grapple. 
with it, and conquer it—or let it conquer 
him. To shut your ears, however, to the 
arguments you are unable to meet, is the 
resort of a coward. And the very worst 
kind of deception is the deception of self. 
Hence nothing but good results can flow 
from the calm, dispassionate comparison 
of different opinions, or the sincere testing 
and discussing of different views, —Fregn 
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Waar strikes me as the funniest 
Among some funny things, 

Is that the fallen angels 
Failed to use their wings. —Life. 


E. N. Cuom: ‘‘Is your church supported 
bv voluntary contributions?” Dr. How- 
let: ‘‘ No, sah; by én-voluntary contribu- 
tions, It’s jess like drawin’ teef ter git 
der cash outen my congregation.” — Puck. 


PREACHER (arriving drenched): ‘‘ What 
shall I do, Mrs. McGregor? I am wet 
through and through.” Old Scotch 
woman: ‘‘Get into the pulpit as sune as 
ye can. You'll be dhry eno’ there.” —Zon- 

` don Freethinker. 


Farner: ‘‘Here I’m giving you an ex- 
pensive legal education in hopes that you 
way eventually occupy a position on the 
bench, and you spend your time going to 
prize fights and horse-races.”” Son: ‘‘ It’s 
a necessary part of my studies, governor. 
T want to be a police justice same day.” 

uck. 


Ir is especially incumbent upon men of | 


eminence to set an example of moral strict- 
ness in personal couduct. The distin- 
guished slugger, Mr. Corbett, appears 
properly to appreciate his duty to sogiety 
in this respect, and so he refused yester- 
day to violate the sanctity of the day by 

_ signing on Sunday the contract he had 
concluded with Mitchell to break the law 
by engaging in a prize-fight. He put the 
business aside for a secular day.—New 
York World. 


. Aw Italian prince who had a Sicilian cook 
. was once traveling to his provincial estates, 
taking with him his cook, together’ with his 
entire kitchen force, without which, so 
fond was he of the delicacies they were 
wontto prepare, herarely, if ever, traveled. 
At a point where the narrow path along the 
precipice turned the augle of a projecting 
rock the prince, at the head of his long 
cavalcade, heard a shriek and the splash of 
a body falling into the torrent far below. 
_ With a face white with horror he pulled 
up, and looking back, exclaimed: ‘‘ The 
cook! the cook! Oh, do not tell me it is 
the cook!” ‘‘No, your excellency,” cried 
a voice from the rear; ‘‘it is Don Prosdo- 
cemo.” The prince heaved a sigh of in- 
tense relief, then said: ‘‘ Ah, only the chap- 
lain! Thank God!—London Freethinker. 


PM GLAD SAUVATION’S FREE.. ` 


I’m a seeker for salvation, and I never 
miss a meeting, 
For well I know eternity is long, and time 
is fleeting. 
I am very poor in pocket, but ’twould fill 
' my soul with sorrow i 
To sorimp myself in giving, so long as I 
can borrow. 
There’s the fund for pastor’s salary, the 
mission fund for Asia, 
The special spring collection for the blacks 
of Polynesia, . 
` The organ fund, the building fund—our 
church, though built but recently, 
Is really getting rather small to worship 
God in decently. 
But I’m glad salvation’s free, 
Oh! I’m glad salvation’s free! 
Salvation’s free for you and me— 
I’m glad salvation’s free! l . 


-There’s the fund for aged preachers, th 
League for Spreading Piety, 
The Sabbath-school, the Epworth League, 
the Ladies’ Aid Society; 
The Blue Cross and the Yellow Cross, the 
choir (I love it best of all)— 
- And each must hold its summer fair, and 
-~ each its berry festival; 
The tickets in the aggregate cost more 
` than I can spare for them; 
For though I help donate the food I hav to 
pay full fare for them; 
And each one has its special fund for sav- 
ing heathen brothers; 
You’re not exempt from any, though 
you've given to all the others. 
But I’m glad salvation’s free. 
Oh! I’m glad salvation’s free! 
Salvation’s free for you and me— 
I’m glad salvation’s free! . 


“Collections carry off my cash and leav 
me often penniless; 
. My name is pledged on sixty cards—I 
_ know it can’t be many less— 
For homes for deaf-and-dumb and blind, 
` evangelizing Exquimaux, 

For sending men to Africa and other men 
to rescue those; 

Donations for the pastor, for his wife and 
wife’s relations, sir; 

The pew-rent and the Christmas tree hav 
put me on short rations, sir; i 

My salary is mortgaged many months into 
futurity, ; 

And where my clothes are coming from is 
veiled in dim obscurity. 

But, I’m glad salvation’s free, 
Oh! I’m glad salvation’s free! 
Salvation’s free for you and me— 
T'm glad salvation’s free! 
E, Frank Lintaber, in Puck. 
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Age of Reason. Pap., %5c. 
6 copies for $1; clo., 50c. š 
Age of Reason and Examina. 
ion of the Prophecies 
Pap., 40c.; clo., 750. 
Apostle or oiea and Re 
ious Liberty. ife. 5 
pene Liberty. (afo Pap.. 
50c.3 clo., 75c. 7 k 
Common Sense. Written iv 


1776. 15c._ i 
Crisis. Written During Am. 
Revolution. Pap.,40c.; clo., 750. 
Great Works. 8vo.. 800 pp.. 
a 33 leather, $4; morocce, 
edges, $4.50. 

Life of. By J. E. Remsburg. 
Port. Pap., 50c. 

Life of. With Remarks on 
Comte and _ Rousseau. By O. 
Blanchard. Pap.,-40c.; clo., with 
ortrait, 60c., 

Life of. With Explanatory 
Observations. By G. Vale. Por- 


trait. $i. 

Lithograph of. Heavy plate 
DApeEl’, 22x28, $1. ` 

Political and Religious Re- 
former. By B. F. Under- 


wood. 106. 

Political Works: ‘‘ Common 
“ Crisis,” “Rights of 

Man.” $1.5. 

Rights of Man. Answer to 
Burke's Attack on French Reve- 
lution. Pap., 40c.; elo., %5c. | 

Testimonials to His Merits. 
Compiled by J. N. Moreau. 18c, 

Theological Works: ‘‘Age oś 
Reason,” “ Examination of Propk. 
ecies,” etc., with Life of Paine 

„and steel port. $1.50. 

Vindication of, Reply to N. Y. 
Observer. By R.G. Ingersoll. l 
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Seeker Company 


FREETINKERS’ PICTORIAL TEXT-BOOK 


AHOWING 


THE ABSURDITY AND UNTRUTHFUL- 
NESS OF THE CHUROH’S CLAIM 
TO BE A DIVINE AND BENEF%- 
CENT INSTITUTION, AND RE: 
VEALING THE ABUSES 


OF A UNION OF 
OHUROH AND 
sTATE. 
I 8 5 Full~Page 
Illustrations. 


WITH COPIOUS CITATIONS 


FACTS, 
HISTORY, 
STATISTICS, 


OPINIONS or SCHOL- 
ARS 


TO MAINTAIN THE ARGUMEN? OË 


a 


THE ARTIST. 
DESIGNS BY WATSON HESON 
WITH PORTRAIT OF 


THE DESIGNER. 


The illustrations are classified as follows: 


26 rapresent Uncle Sam and the Priests. 
if The Church Robbing the People. 
Thanksgiving. 
nA Sabbath Laws. 
Children and the Church. 
Woman andthe Church. _ _ 
e Church and Thomas Paine. . 
Studies in Natural History. 
The Bible and Science. 
The Clergy and Their Flocks. 
Piety in Our Penitentiaries. 
o Atonement Scheme. 
a Lord and His Works. 
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Ohristians and Mohammedans. 


A most extraordinary publication. We venture the assertion that nothing like it has ever be 
fore appeared in this country, and it is very doubtful if another one like it will 
ished. We must giye the Truth Seeker Company the credit of 
8 


At twice the price it would 


have been acheap book. 


2 represent Samples of Christianity’s Work, 
in Missionaries. 
The Lord’s Instruments. 
ee Bible Doctrines and Their Resalt@ 
a The Cnurch and Slavery. 
sr Priests and Politics. 
” Ireland and the Church. 
oe Church’s Idea of Civilization. 
The Uses of the Cross. ‘ 
ae Unkind Reflections on the Churek. 


p 
TO CO r SO A t DO aA OPO ON 
: 


“ Persecutions of the Church. 
i ome Allegories. 

-R Heaven. 

“ Hell. 

ii Miscelfaneous. 


J ever again be pub 
utting the book in the reach of all. 
eston as a portrait-painter and de 


Arti 


signer is a wonderful success, and we judge from our own feelings that nearly every Liberal im 
erica will desire a copy of this most wonderful volume.—[Freethinkers’ Magazine. 


Mr. Heston deserves to be called the artist-hero of Liberalism. He has dedicated his geains to 


freethought, and ha: 


8 done faithful and noble work for the cause of right and truth. 


But the pict- 


ares do not make up the whole of this vclume. There are nearly two hundred pages of reading 


matter that serve first 


-alsity of the church’s professions and the hyp 


as explanations of the illustrations, and secondly as texts to prove the utter 
ocrisy of those who uphold them. 


together the 


book is one of the best weapons against Christianity and the church that has aver been cus in the 


hands of Freethinkers.—[Boston Investigator. 


Price, board covers, $2; cloth, $2.8C. — 
B@Aracc Tre Meath Taker 


POPES AND THEIR DOINGS 


ACCOUNT OF 
Vicars of Christ and V:cegerents of God. 


Paper, 50. cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


FILE BINDERS. 


Those who preserve the volumes of Tux Trura 
Seexer need a File Binder, which we will send on 
receipt of one dollar. 


AND 
J. THE TRUTH SEEKER 
ONE YEAR, 
E$ Will be sent for $4.50. The 
> 2.75 Pin and THE TRUTH 


EKER one year for $5. 


Ingersoll Souvenir Spoon 


AND 
THE TRUTH SEEKER 


ONE YEAR, 
Will be sent for $4.75. Sugar Spoons and TRUTH 
SEEKER, $5. Either kind (Tex or Sugar) Spoon 
gilt bowl, 50c. more, 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


ENTS 
N S Terms Easy. 


PA! years’ experience Examinations and Re 
ports free. Prompt attention, Send Drawing and dẹ 
Seription to L. Ragcrr & Co.. Atty’s, Washington. Dv 


i 
TREATED FREE 
Pasltively CORED with Yer. 
table Remedies. Have cured 
many thousand cases called 
hopeless. first dose 


m x From 
symptoms rapidly disappear, and in ten days at least two-thirds 
of all symptoms are removed. BOOK of testimonials of mi- 
raculaus cures sent FREE. 10 DAYS TREATMENT FREE by 
mail, DR. H. H. GREEN & SONS, Specialists, ATLANTA. GA, 


we ease it Uy 
DM TOFTSTY ETRE 


made, 
Ishaa AMERICAN patent lover MOVEMENT, 
\ Patent Enoapement and Regulator, Lantern Pinlon, 
240 boats to minute; No koy required to wind and 
M| set; woight 4 oz.; exactly like out; Post-paid for $1.50, 
Ri 3 for $4.00, 12 for $15.00. byexpress. Mention paper 
ued and we will include handsome gold plated CHAIN & 
H CHARM. AGENTS & Storekecpers pond for TERMS. 
Cataloguo of 1000 new articles FREE. 


ROBERT H. INGENSOLL & BRD, P 
65 CORTLANDT AT.» NEW YORK CITY. 


THE 


«to Wettstein” WATCH. 


Perfected, new model, 16 jewels, full adjusted 
to heat, coid, and position. beautitul double sunk 
dial, and all modern improvements; guaranteed 
a perfect timer Price, in silveriue dust-proof 
cases, $17; 4-ounce coin siiver, $23. In best filled 
gold case, open-face, dust-proof, $26; hinged 
case, $28 to $30; hunting, 480 to $85; 14 carat, 
solid gold, #45 to #150. Nickel works, $2 more. 

Regular Grade American Watches.— 
Silverine case, 7 jewels, $6; 11 jewels, $7 50; 15 
jewels, $9; aitto, adjusted, $11; ditto, 17 jewels, 
$15. in finer ca-es, add 18 above. 

Ladies’ American Gold Watches.—All 
latest styles. in plush cases; best filed, 7 jewels 
$14; 11 Jewels, $15.80; 15 jewels, #20; 14 carat soii 
gold, $10 more. Heavier, more elaborate, and 

iamond-set cases, from $5 to $100 more. 

_ All watches sent with written guarantee, kept 
in order 1 year, and after that time cleaned for $1 
and returned free. g 

Sundries. Lower grade nickel watches, $5. 
$4, and #3. Best spectacles, $1; best razor, $2; 
best triple-plated teaspoons, $1.80; table spoons, 
$3.60; knives, $1.75; forks, $1.75; all for sets of 6. 
Solid si:ver spoons, $1.85 per ounce; solid silver 
souvenir spoons, $1, $1, 5, $1.50, Bz to $3. 

Tne Colonel Ingersoll.—Tea, $2.50; orange, 
$2.75; sugar, $8; gilt bowls, 60 cents more. 
Etched (teas only}: 

“The Time to be Happy ts Now,” 
50 cents extra. 

The Torch of Reason Badge, solid gold, 
enameled in 5 colors, amall pins, $2, $2.75, and 
$3.50. With diamonds, #5, $8. Large, $3. 84, $5, 
$15, Charms, $3, $4, #5, $6, 87.50, % 0, $15, $20, +80. 

Diamonds, 20 per cent. below market price. 
Send for price lists, cards in colors and gold of 
badge, tracts, etc., free. Ail goods prepata (ex- 
cept knives and forks) and cash refunded at op- 
tion. Watch cle ned $1, anc returned fr e. 

OTTO WETTSTEIN, R chelle, IN. 
P.S.—The “Ingersoll Souvenir Spoon” tree 
with every $20 order. 5 with $100 order. 
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h glee as - an e 
Ali Naess Th sea 

For Men Only, 
Is a physician of a wide and extensive practice, 
and his remedies are of the best. The Doctor 
treats all those peculiar diseases of young and 
middle-aged men, as the result of youthful errors 
and excesses, causing Early Decay, Loss of Man- 
hood, Wasting Discharges, Varicocele, Mental 
and ee Debility, Idiocy, Insanity, and 

eath. 

To those afflicted and who are desirous of being 
cured a bonx!e3 of some 33 pages will be sent to 
their ad-izess for ten cents, sealed in a plain 
envelope, giving 3auses and Symptoms of the 
Complaint and a description of the Doctor's im- 

ortant medical discovery—an Outward Applica- 
ion—a positive cure—the only remedy of the 
kind in existence—with evidences of success. 

Address, DR. B. P. FELLOWS, 
Vineland, N. š., 
you saw this advertisement in Tar 
ZEKFR. 
Dr. Fellows is an Infidel. 
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= Jf ows of the (Deck. 
————— Gamer fever is spreading at Brunswick, 
aS Tue floods in Japan left seventy thou- 
= E sand people homeless. ` 
na In England, striking Staffordshire min- 
Soe erswere rioting last week. 
a PRAIRE fires in Oklahoma and the 
= Cherokee Strip hay destroyed several lives 
T2 =Z recently. e 
; Tax feeling in England against the 
E f House of Lords, though smouldering, is 
| | : very strong. : 
| l I} On Oct. ist. a case of cholera was re- ` 
: { ported at Eau Claire, Wis., but there is 
room for doubt. : 
; j FIrLBUsSTERING against the repeal of the 
silver purchasing clause of the Sherman 
f Act continues in the Senate. 
l M Wl Emmu Zona is engaged upon a new 
- novel—‘‘Lourdes”—which will first ap- 
pear in the New York Herald. 
Tue Barbers’ Sunday-closing law of 
Michigan is being tested in the courts, on 
WE the appeal of a Detroit barber. 
ty Ys, | At Wichita, Judge Reed pronounced the 
Bn Kansas eight hour law unconstitutional, it 
<ET being in restraint of liberty of action. 


ZEKE DOES SOME DRAWING. 


Thou also, son of man, take thee a tile, and lay it before thee, and portray upon it the city, even Jerusa- 


lem:—Ezek. iv, 1. 


“A Digest of Science. 


THE DYNAMIC THEORY OF LIFE AND MIND: 


An attempt to show that all Organic Beings are both Con- 
structed and Operated by the Dynamic Agencies 
of their respective Environments. 


By JAMES B. ALEXANDER. 


Over 400 illustrations, 87 chapters, 1,067 pages, and a 3-column index of 11 pages. 
Price, express prepald by us, only $2.75. 


This work endeavors to embrace the field covered by thousands of books, such as those of the 
“ Humboldt Library of Science,” the “International Scientific Series,” etc., by bringing together, in- 
simple and direct form, with proper correspondence between them, all of the known factors con- 


tributing toward the origin and evolution of organic beings. 


Do vou wish to be well informed? THEN READ A OHAPTER OB VERSE DAILY FROM THIS BIBLE OF 


+ SOIENCE! 
It is entertaining as well as enlightening, and will lead you to “ worth-ship” (worship) nature 
—t. e., appreciate the worth of the Universal Mother. 


You must own this book some day: why not NOW? 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


REDUCTION IN PRICE OF A GREAT BOOK. 


wren 


With the eighth edition # 
i i Winwood Reade's “ Martyr- 
j! dom of Man,’ the cost ot 
| production has been tes 
i | sened so that we can reduce 


= i 
== samt the price from $1.75 te 


$1.00. 


book has had a phenomenal sale for so heretical a work, second only to Helen Gardener’? 
* Mew Dock. and Gods” and we give our readers the pecuniary benefit ey The 


“MARTYRDOM OF MAN” 


Ina very interestingly pictured synopsis of universal history, showing what the race has undergone 
its ‘martyrdom—in ne rise to its present plane. Itshows how War and Religion have been CUpres. 
ve factors in man’s struggle for Liberty, and the last chapter, of some’ 150 pages, describes hit 
tellectual struggle from the animal period of the earth to the present, adding an outline of what 
the author conceives would be a religion of reason and love. The chapters are: 
Egypt, Western Asia, the Persians, the Greeks, the Macedonians, Alexandria, the 
»Phenicians, Carthage and Rome, Roman Africa, the Arabs. 


The Natural History of Religion, the Israelites, the Jews, the Prophets 
RELI Character of Jesus, the Christians, Arabia, Mecca, Character of Moham- 
med, Description of Africa, the Mohammedans in Central Africa. 


oe Ancient Europe, Inyasion of the Germans, the Castle, the Town, the 
Li BERTY Church, Venice, Arab Spain, the Portuguese Discoverers, the Slave Trada, 
Abolition in Europe, Abolition in America, Materials-of Human Histo: 
ture of the Human Race, The 


ry. 
: Animal Period of the Earth, Origin of Man, and Early History. 
INTELLEC “is Fics bore” gi fs 
Price reduced from $1.75 to $1.00. Address T TRUTH SEEKER, 
S 28 Lafayette place, New York. 


THE PHILOSOPHY. 
MENTAL HEALING. 


A Practical Exposition of 
Natural Restorative Power. - 


By LEANDER EDMUND WHIPPLE. 


A Book to explain the correct idea of Mental 
Healing, and what may be reasonably expected 
to result from an understanding of its principles. 


Price, $2.50. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


THE BOOK® THAT STARTED THE REFER- 
` ENDUM MOVEMENT. 


DIREGT LEGISLATION 


By the Citizenship through the 
Initiative and Referendum, 


By J. W. SULLIVAN. . 
Price, 25 cents. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


CHOLERA, DIPHTHERIA, Dysentery, 
Piles, Quinsy, Catarrh. The Antidote for $1. 
Agents wanted. Dr. G. H. MILLER, 2,833 Hicory 
street, St. Louis, Mo., former address 1,441 South 
Twelfth street, Denver, Col. 20t28 


A NEW WORK 


BY 
ARTHUR B. MOSS, 


Author of “The Bible and Evolution,” 
ENTITLED 


Christianity and Evolution. 


With preface by 
J. M. Wuezuzer, Sub-editor of Freethinker. 


Price, $1. Order at once. 
> Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


MEDICAL. 


If you need a medicine pay attention to some- 
thing which will cure you. tt is known as 


The Water of Life, 


and is adapted to curing, more especially, all 
forms of Stomach, Liver. Kidney, and Bladder 
troubles. By injecting this water it will heal all 
sorts of inflammations of theinternal organs, such 
cases a8 Piles, Typhoid and other fevers, Bowel 
diseases, Uterine and other forms of Female 
Complaints. Itis a Blood Purtfer, and is an ex- 
cellent remedy for Catarrh and Lung and Throat 
inflammations. It will heal the nerves, restorin 
lost vigor of mind and body, creating a pond 
appetite and producing sound sleep. It acts 
steadily upon the urine, cleansin e blood by 
means of the kidneys, and acts mildly upon the 
bowels, thereby producing bodil habits which 
are so essential to good health. This 


Water of Life 


is sold absolutely pure, as it is pumped from 
the spring, without the addition of any drug 
whatever. Itis Nature's Remedy, pure and sim- 
ple, and nota manufactured article. The success 
it has achieved has come mostly from its friends 
who hav been cured by using it. Send for a 
amphiet free, containing photo-engraved let- 
ers and recommendations from those who have 
used it, giving a forty-page history and all par- 
ticulars about this remarkable water, to 


J. R. PERRY, Manager, 
34 South Main Street, Wilkesbarre, Pa. 
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On Sept. 22nd. at the Kiel Observatory, 
Professor Charlvis of Nice, discovered 
ae new planets of the eleventh magni- 
tude. 


. On Sept. 25th., Doña Maria Aurelia 
Mendonca, daughter of the Brazilian min- 
ior at Washington, died at South Wilton, 

onn. l i 


Five non-union sailors were blown up 
with dynamite in San Francisco Sept. 24th. 
Several union sailors hay been arrested on 
suspicion. 


Tue Russian coast-defense armor-clad 
vessel Roosalka went to the bottom in the 
‘gulf of Finland with her entire crew of 
two hundred men. 


Foreign men-of-war in the harbor of 
Rio Janeiro interfered to prevent the fur- 
ther bombardment of the city by the fleet 


of the rebel Admiral Mello. 


Tun Salvation Army will hold a Colum- 
bian Congress in New York, Nov. 12— 
18th. Twenty-six states, and Sweden, 
Germany and India will be represented. 


On Sept. 28th. four congresses opened 
at the World’s Fair—the Sunday Rest Con- 
gress, Congress of Missions, Congress . of 
Evolutionists, and the Ethical Congress, 


In a breach of promise case in a Boston 
court, Judge Barker ordered that no re- 
port of the case or comment is to be made 
by any newspaper until the case is ended. 


On Sept. 29th. the Michigamme river 
broke into the Mansfield iron mine near 
Crystal Falls, Mich, and twenty-eight 
miners were drowned. The disaster had 
been expected. 


For some time a sharp controversy over 
the free parochial school question has been 
going on between Rev. Patrick Corrigan 
and Rey. Dr. Joseph J. Synnott, cham- 
pion of Bishop Wigger. i 


Tur concerted and prolonged attack 
upon the Minnesota coal combine is bear- 
ing fruit. It has abolished its central 
office and discharged its head officer. 
Dealers are selling coal cheaper... . 


An attempt was made on Sept. 28rd. at 
Barcelona, Spain, to kill Captain-General 
Martinez de Campos. Two bombs were 
thrown, and one soldier was killed and 
several persons were injured, including 
De Campos. . 


Tax appointment of James J. Van Alen 
of Newport, as ambassador to Italy, has 
created a great stir in the political world. 
It is alleged that he is a mere society daw- 
dler and that his appointment is the result 
of a pre-election arrangement. 


Riots in Hamburg because of the 
attempts of the authorities to cleanse cer- 
tain quarters of the city. Cholera threat- 
ens to be epidemic but the poorer classes 
fail to recognize the need of sanitary pre- 
cautions. One policeman was killed in the 
riot. : 

Prrsipent Bonney of the World’s 
Congress Auxiliary has positivly refused 
to permit the Freethought Congress to be 
held in a room in the Art Institute build- 
ing. The Freethought Federation has 
brought suit for ten thousand dollars 
damages. . 


Tux last three weeks were signalized by 
several very bad railroad accidents in the 
United States. One of the latest reported 
was at Kingsbury, Ind., when a head-on 
collision between the Toronto and Mon- 
treal express on the Grand Trunk resulted 
in the death of eleven persons and the 
serious injury of twenty-two others. 
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=“Hosmos—ie, beauty and harmony— was the 
oldest Grecian term far 
world; a‘VALE of TEARS? the favorite 
walds Secret of theEast. 
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A DIFFERENCE OF OPINION. 


Old “Testament Stories 


iT WILL 
MAKE You 


LAUGH. 


The Stories Humorously Told—And Hard Facts 
- Given Concerning the Origin and Authenticity of the 
-- Old. Testament—A Page of Text to Each Picture. 


Sustaining a Theory, 
Some Giants, 


The Adventures and Work et Noah, 


i A Hunting Anecdote, 


Abraham, Christ's Great Ancestor, 


A Queer Family, 
fsaac and His “Sister,” 
. One of Twins, 


By WATSON HESTON. 


CONTENTS: 
Jacob and Esau, 
Joseph the Man of Dreams, 
Holy Moses, 
Balaam the Diviner, 
Bloody Joshua, 
The Campaign of Deborah and. Barak 
Against Jabin and Sisera, 
General Gideon, 


Comically Ilustrated. 


IT WILL 
CORNER 
THE 
PARSON. 


Pictures. 


400 Pages. 200 Fult-Pase 


Jephthah and His Human Sactirien. 
Samson the Strong, 

Ruth and Boaz, 

Unstable as Water, God Shall Not Excel. 
David, God's Favorite, 

Some Stories from the Book of Kings, 
Adventures of the Prophets, 

Jonah the Truthful Sailor. 


Boards, illuminated eovers, $1; cloth, gilt side stamp, $1.50. 
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The Bible of Nature: A Oontribution 
to the Religion of the Future. Cloth, 81. . 
The Secret of the East; or, The Origin 
of. the Christian Religion and the Significance 
of its Rise and Decline. Cloth, #1. 
Physical Education 3 or, The Health-Laws 
of Nature. Oloth, + ' 
Household Remedies for the Prevalent 
Disorders of the Human Organism. Cloth, $1. 
Zoological Sketches: A Contribution to 
the Outdoor study of Natural History. Illus- 
trated by H. Faber. Cloth $7 
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Darwin and After Darwin. 


An Exposition of the Darwinian Theory. 


By Grorae J. ROMANES. 


A systematic Exposition of what may be termed 

the Darwinism of Darwin, and intended to be of 
service to the general reader rather than to pro- 
fessed naturalists. 
_ Mr. Romanes is well known as one of the most 
interesting of English writers upon evolution, 
Desides ranking with Professor Huxley in scien- 
tific knowledge and ability. And this 1s @ part of 
his conclusion regarding the great subject of 
Digu. to which the church so often refers: 

“Thus whether we look to the facts of adapta- 
tion or to those of beauty, everywhere through- 
out organic nature we meet with abundant 
evidence of natural causation, while nowhere do 
we meet with any independent evidence of 
supernatural design... - „Adaptation and 
beauty are alike receiving their explanation at 
the hands of a purely mechanical philosophy. . . 
All nature has thus been transformed before the 
view of the present generation in a manner and 
to an extent that has never before been possible; 
and inasmuch as the change which has taken 

lace has taken plave in the direction of natural- 
ism, and this to the extent of rendering the 
mechanical interpretation of nature universal, it 
is no wonder if the religious mind has suddenly 
awakened to a new, and a terrible force in the 
words of its traditional enemy—W here is now | 
tiiustented. Price, cloth 

ustrated. Price, clo 
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RELICION A CURSE, 
RELICION A DISEASE, 


RELIGION A LIE. 


By Samuel P. Putnam. 


i edtcated to the Amertean Congress, of 1892, which for the sake of Religion, Stabbea Liberty 


to the Heart. 


A work burning with indignation inspired by the Congressional act closing the World’s Fair 


on §unday—an act which practically united the government and the Christian charch. 


To which is added Mr. Putnam’s address delivered before the Columbian 


Exposition Committee of the House of Representatives against Sunday closing. 


Also the following Essays and Foems by Mr. Putnaw, which have never before been put in 
book form: Orthodoxy; Freethought; Man, Not God (written fora Paine anniversary); The Statue 
vem written for the opening exercises of the Silverton, Ore., Free- 

the Door (a poem on the closing of the 


of Liberty and Thomas Paine; a 
thought Hall; Death and Life; The Golden Age; Shu 
Centennial Exposition in Philadelphia, in 1876). 


The main essay in this work is one of the strongest arraiguments ever made of the religion 
ely. 
Tv has been commended in the highest terms as it appeared in THE TRUTER SEEKER and we hope every 


which cramps and fetters the minds of the people of this cou: try. It should be distributed wi 


reader will buy a copy to lend his neighbor and arouse thonght. 


Price % cents; Five copies yor $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York City. 


DESIGN ARGUMENT FALLACIES, 


A Refutation of the Argument That Nature Exhibits 
Marks of Having Been Designed by 
an Intelligent Being. 


ODO 


SYNOPSIS : 


I. The Design Argument Vitiates Itself By Necessitating an Infinite Series of Designe ` 
I. If There Were a Designer He Could Not Be Beneticent. 
ILL If There Were One He Could Not Be Wise, for , 
His Processes Are Kgregiously Slow, 
f 'Ihey Are Bgregiovsiy wasteful, 
They Often Serve No Use, 
_ They Have Produced Faulty Mechanisms. i 
IV. What Is Called Design Is Only Subserviency; and the Watch Argument Is Tillegitimaa. 
V. What Actually Did Cause So-Called Design. . 
VI. Astronomy and Design. 
VII. The Argument of « First Cause. 


Embracing a Succinct Exposition of Evolution and a Sketch of Astronomy. 


BY THE.EDITOR OF THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
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Price 15 cents. Address THE TRULH SEEKER COMPANY, 28 Lafayette Place. N Y. 


Remsbure’s Book on Lincoln Now Ready. 


ABRAHAM 
LINCOLN: 


WAS HE A CHRISTIAN? 


By John E. Remsburg. | 


One of the most noted controversies of the century has been waged over the question > 
Abraham Lincoln’s religious belief. Soon after the remains of America’s most illustri ous son we 
laid to rest at Springfield, one of his biographers, Dr. H: Iland. put forward the claim that he was ° 
Christian, The claim was promptly denied by the dead statesman’s friends, but only to be renewed 
again, and again denied. d thus for a quarter of a century the question of Lincoln's helief has 
been tossed like a battledore from side to side. S , 4 e 

For fiftecn years Mr. Remshurg has been collecting material for his work. He pr-sents an 
array of testimony that is irresistible and overwhe:ming, and which must put this qu stion at rest 
forever, In addition to the testimony of twenty witnesses who claim that Lincolng œ, s a Christian, 
and which is reviewed and refuted, he adducex the testimony of more than a hun ¢,°d witnesses in 
proof of the claim that Lincoln was not a Christian. These witnesses include hi s wife and other 
relatives; his three law partners; his private secretaries; members of his cabinet; his principal 
biographers, and scores of his most intimate frienas. k 


NOTED WITNESSES. 


Hon, W. H. Herndon, Col. Ward H. Lamon, Hon. John T. Stuart, Col. James H. Matheny, Col. 
John G. Nic olay, Judge David Davis, Col Jesse W. Fell, Hon. Leonard Swett, Dr. William Jayne, 
Judge Stephen T. Logan, Joshua F. Speed, Hon. Jesse K. Dubois, Hon. Joseph Gilles ie, Dr. C. H. 
Ray, Co). F. 8. Rutherford, Judge Robert Leachman, Col, R. G Ingersoll, Leonard W Volk. Joseph 
Jeffers On, Hon. £., B. washburne, Hon. E. M. Haines, Hon. James ‘I'uttle, Hon. M. B. Field, Hon. 
Geo. Ww. Julian, Hon. John B. Alley, Hon. Hugh McCulloch, Gen. M M. Trumb Rev. Da-id 
ving Rey. Robert Collyer, Judge Jesse W. Weik, Hon. J. P. Usher, Hon. Geo. 8. Boutwell, Hon. 
Wm. Kelley, Salmon P. Chase, Wm. H. Seward, Hon. John Covode, Hon. A. J. Grover, Hon. W. H. 
T. Wakefield, Gen. D W. Wilder, Judge Aaron Goodrich. Judge James M. Nelson, Rev. Edward 
Eggleston, Rev. John W. Chadwick, Donn Pjatt, H. K. Magie, Dennis F. Hanks, Mrs. Sarah Lincoln, 
rs. Mary Lincoln. . 
_ The foregoing and sixty other reputable witnesses testify that the greatest man born on this 
continent was a Freethinker. 


Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
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IMY RELIGIOUS EXPE- 
| RIENCE: 


Ory Titten in his happiest and 
rilliant way, and is the best of all his Seay 
works. Price, 25 cents. O88 
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COSMIAN HYMN-BOOK. 


A COLLECTION OF 


ORIGINAL AND SELECTED HYMNS 
Liberal 


and Bthical Societies, | By 8. P. Patnam, 


or Schools and 
the Hore. : 
—With Music Written to All the Songs.— 


Oompirup By L.K, WASHBURN. 
P dco, $1.50, Far rale at THIS OFFIOR, 


woman’s cause if opens an Age of 
will do. 
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PEN PICTURES OF THE WORLD'S FAIR, 


By SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 


A Full Description of the Fair, Invaluable as a Guide-Book and still more Inval- 

uable to those who cannot attend. It tells WHAT TO SEE and WHERE TO SEE ITs. 
ives rates of admission to the various attractions of the Fair and cost of living in 
hicago, with other useful information to the visitor. 

It is, besides being a complete Guide-Book, the best description of the Fair yet 
given—poetic, beautiful, accurate. It describes the inauguration ceremonies, gives 
the director-general’s address, the efforts to close the Fair Sundays and the triumph 
of the Sunday-openers; describes the various buildings and what they contain, and is, 
all in all, the very best picture of the Fair nat can be painted with a pen. 


ILLUSTRATED. 


A MAP OF JACKSON PARK, enabling the visitor to make his way around, 
and the stay-at-home to see where he went. 


A BIRD’S-EYE VIEW OF THE FAIR, enabling one to comprehend at a 
glance the magnitude of the Exposition, the greatest ever known to the present timé. 


PICTURES OF ALL THE PRINCIPAL BUILDINGS: 


Wowman’s Building. Art Palace. Fisheries Building. 

Administration Building. Manufactures and Liberal Agricultural Building. 

Electrical Building. Arts Building. na Transportation Building. 

Machinery Hall. Mines and Mining Building. Horticultural Building. 
Forestry Building. 


A visitor to the Fair says of this book—reading it in Tae Troura Szexer—that 
it is charming and to one who has seen the Fair vastly entertaining. 
Five copies for $1. 


Single copy, 25 cents. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


A New Book by Helen H. Gardener. 


FACTS AND FICTIONS OF LIFE. 


CONTENTS. 


Bex in Brain. : 
Heredity in Its Relations to a Double Standard of 
orals. 


Preface. ina 

The Fictions of Fiction. 
Day in Court. i ; : 

Thrown in With the City’s Dead. Divorce and the Proposed National Law 

An Irresponsible Educated Class. Lawsuit or Legacy. 

‘he Moral Responsibility of Woman in Heredity. | Common Sense in Surgery. 

Woman as an Annex. 


At the Woman's Congress at Chicago Helen Gardener delivered as an address one of the chap- 
ters of this book. The Chicago Times said of it and her: “ But the last address, dealing with the 
most delicate of the problems of reform, clear, unhesitant, modest, bus uncompromising, was lis- 
tened to with breathless interest by the audience. It was “Heredity in Its Re ation to a Double 
Standard of Morals,’ and it was delivered by the one woman of all others best qualified to speak 
upon that subject—Helea Gardener. Petite, graceful, eloquent with the burden of her thought, 
Miss Gardener enchained every auditor, and when she had finished received a perfect ovation, which 
her courage and devotion had so worthily won. The evening session was highly interesting, but 
that of the morning will be set down on the tablet of the memory of those present as one of the dis- 
tinctivly great features of the week’s congress.” 


Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


EVERY Woman Ought to Read It. Every LIBERAL Woman 
and Man Will Want It. 


WOMAN, CHURCH, AND STATE. 


By Matilda Joslyn Gage. 


work. It is THE book to show how 


This is Mrs. Gagos latest and crownin 
e eeps her in an inferior position. A 


the church has enslaved woman and kept and 
glance at its contents will show this: 


The first chapter—the Matriarchate—shows that under the old civilizations woman had er at’ 
freedom, but that the tendency of Christianity from the first was to restrict her liberty. In this 
chapter Mrs. Gage claims that to the Matriarchate—or Mother-rule—the world is indebted for its 
first conception of inherent rights. , 

Chapter II deals with the theological dogmas of original sin and celibacy. Woman, by the 
church, was not regarded as a human being; marriage was looked upon as vile; wives were sol l 
as giaves; women ven to suicide; the influence of the church was unfavorable to virtue. Thu 
celibacy of the clergy produced degrading sensuality, and woman was the victim of these brutes. 

. Chapter IIT ig on The Canon Law, showing how the church controled woman by making the 
legitimacy of marriage depend upon its own control of the ceremony. Ancient civilization gave 
place to Christian barbarism, the clergy became a distinct body—at once a" holy” and an unholy 
caste. Learning was prohibited to women, husbands prohibited from leaving them more than one- 
third of their property; daughters couid be disinherited, sons could not. The Reformation effected 
no change. 

_ „Chapter Iv cMargriotte is on Feudalism and itg degradation of women, the rights of “lords 
spiritual the immorality of the heads of the church, baptism of nude women in the early Christian 
church. It also deals with some of the later-day abuses of females, like our Northwestern pineries, 
the English debaucheries, governmental crime-makers, etc. _ , , 

Chapter V—Witchcraft. In the days of this phase of religious insanity Mrs. Gage shows how the 
possession of even a little learning was sufficient cause to suspect a woman of witchcraft, that to keep 
a pet was dangerous, so rabid were the clergy not to suffer © witch to liv. This persecution for 
witchcraft was a continuance of the church’s policy for obtaining universal dominion over mankin«. 
Women physicians of the Middle Ages were persecuted, and the “ Pilgrim Fathers ” continued it in 
America. The first synod convened in America was to try a woman for heresy, and others wers 
stripped and whipped for not agreeing with the clergy. : B 7 

The chapter on “ Wives” shows how the disruption of the Roman empire was unfayorable to the 
personal and proprietary rights of woman—that the sale of daughters was practiced in England 
seven hundred years after it was Christianized—that the Practice of buying wives was regulated by 
law—that women were not permitted to read the Bible—that they were not admitted as witnesses— 
that civil marriage 18 opposed by the church. , DW 

In Caapter VII is shown how polygamy was sustained by the Christian church, that the first 
synod of the Keformation convened to sanction this institution, that Luther and the other * prin- 
cipal reformers” favored it, as well as the American Board of Foreign Missions. ‘The Mormon the- 
ocracy is shown to be similar to that of other Christian sects. , g 

In the last three chapters Mrs. Gage treats of the opposition of the church to the amelioration 
of woman’s sufferings as interference with her *' curse,’ of woman’s degradation by the church to 


labors unfit for slaves, of woman’s ‘ inferiority,” as taught by the church to-day, and of how little 


value Christianity has been and is to civilization. 
The work is a burning protest against the tremendous wrong done woman by 
the church, which controled the state. Itis also extremely valuable as history. No 


woman, it seems to us, can read it and remain a supporter of the religious institution 


which has crushed her individuality, her mentality, and degraded her person. To the 
ason. Jt ought to be widely read for the good it 


En cloth, $3; in half-leather binding, $8, Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


il 
p" 


A Journal of Freethought and Reform. 


Vol. 20. No. 41. {PUBLISHED WEEKLY. New York, Saturday, October 14, 1893. {os LAFAYETTE PL} $3.00 Per Year. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


FOUNDED BY D. M. BENNETT. 


E. M. MAODONALD, Editor and Manager. 
28 LAFAYETTE PLAOE, NEW YORK. 


- SATURDAY. - - - - OOTOBER 14, 1893. 
SUBSCRIPTION RATES, ; 

Single subscription, in advance....... EPONE $3 00 

One subscription two Years, in AUVANCE........6.. cece eee ee eee 5 00 

TWO new SUDSCTIDOPS.......... ccc cece eee ncee cece tees ceesceceeeees 5 00 


One subscription with one new subscriber, in one remittance. 5 00 
One subscription with two new subscribers, in one remit- 
aten Te: PEPEE E E AA ES ONP E E E T T AET 


raae AAE EE A E T TTT TITT T 
Any number over five at the same rate, invariably with one 
remittance. 


Money should be sent by express company’s money order, 
postal order, raji on New York, or by registered letter. 
Address communications and make drafts, checks, post-optce 
and express money orders payable to E. M. MACDONALD, 

28 Lafayette place, New York. 


SPECIAL NOTICE.—We shall be obliged to our 
readers if they will send us the name and address of 
any Freethinker who is not a regular subscriber. 


Has the Time Come to Go Into the Church? 


A writer in an English journal which is in some 
ways slightly Liberal complains that certain ethical 
questions upon which, as he thinks, some of the lead- 
ers of the Freethought party took a wrong position, 

‘hav prevented the reunion of the Freethinkers and 
the churchmen which was otherwise rendered pos- 
sible and desirable by the abandonment of a num- 
ber of fundamental doctrinal dogmas by the 
church. 

-Referring to the English church and English 
religious thought, this writer says—“The wisest of 
the public teachers of the day are those who would 
reconstitute the church with its endowments rather 
than confiscate both. Assuredly it would be better, 
after having destroyed the ideas of original sin, the 
atonement of Christ, and the supernaturalism of 
scripture, if we were to attempt to fall into line 
with sensible people of like views to our own, 
rather than to carry on a war of interminable ne- 
gations. The next generation, I trust, will try to 
capture the churches, now that dogma is a mere 
tradition.” It would be exceedingly difficult to 
take a more superficial view than this of the ages- 
old conflict between the authoritarian and the 
libertarian ideas. And the position is one of ex- 
tremest peril for Freethought. Although condi- 


tions in England and the United States differ. 


greatly, in some respects, the divergence is not 
sufficiently radical to make our observations upon 
‘church doctrins and methods valueless in England. 

Destroyed the ideas of original sin, the atone- 
ment of Christ, and the supernaturalism of script- 
ure? What is the extent of this destruction? To 
be sure, they were destroyed, in one sense, when 
the first Freethinker showed their falsity, but in a 
wider and truer sense they are not yet destroyed. 
The masses of Christianity are not yet converted to 
rationalism on these points. Let us be practical, 
let us keep our arms in our hands yet a little 
longer, at least until we hav heard from the interior 
counties and know for certain that the line officers 
and the rank and file of the army of unnaturalism 
hav indorsed the articles of capitulation signed by 
some, of the field officers. This they ha¥ not done 
‘yet, as every man knows who has broken away 
from his coterie of cultured associates and gone out 
aniong the common people, even for a little while. 
Delude ourselvs with false hopes and treacherous 


negations.” 


security as we may try to do, the opinions of a few 
thousand educated men and women do not mark 
the advance line of human liberty. The masses 
indicate that, especially in a democracy, and in the 
most practical manner. The politician, no matter 
how advanced his own religious views, is not in- 
clined to antagonize those of the men who put him 
in office. 

But original sin, the atonement, and the super- 
naturalism of the Bible are not the universally ac- 
cepted fundamental dogmas of churchianity. These 
are the belief in God and the immortality of the 
soul. These yet hold the churches in the league of 
anti-naturalism; these are the final tests of ortho- 
doxy; these no man can abjure and remain in or 
enter any Christian church and retain his self- 
respect. 

We are not engaged in a war of “interminable 
We are, of all men and women, 
positiv and constructiv. We would build the 
home, society, industry, the state, upon the broad 
affirmativ grounds of sympathy, justice, equality of 
rights and opportunities, liberty of thought and 
utterance. Our goal is a society in which the New 
Idea shall be welcomed, not banned and damned, 
starved and imprisoned, as it has ever been where 
the church was dominant, as it will ever be where 
acceptance of dogmas about gods and other worlds 
giv the acceptor special privileges and opportun- 
ities. ; 

It is utter folly to ery, Peace, peace until the 
equality of rights of the citizen, regardless of his 
views upon any and all dogmas, is recognized and 
respected. There has never been an hour since 
July 4, 1776, when this equality of rights was in 
greater peril than it is at present. The union of 
church and state is more nearly complete to-day 
than ever before in this country. Our only hope 
lies in the inactivity of legislators. Necessarily, 
they are, on the average, less given to superstition 
than are their constituents. Many of them see the 
danger that confronts the nation, and they would 
much prefer not to vote further aid and privileges 
to the church, not to plunge still deeper the dagger 
of religious domination into the vitals of liberty. 
But they are afraid of the influence of the ministers 
with the masses, and so many of them are prepared 
to do the bidding of the ecclesiastics when it comes 
to the pinch, but they will postpone the evil day as 
long as they can with safety to their seats. They 
are time-servers and cowards, but their hesitancy 
has its value; it givs us time to do more educa- 
tional work among the better classes of the people. 
There would be no hope for us if these fence-riding 
legislators should get down now on the side where 
are massed the ranks of our enemies. May blind 
luck save us from the country-wide referendum of 
superstition; it would seem that nothing else can, 
for Liberal people are serenely sleeping over an ec- 
clesiastical voleano. And then men who are sup- 
posed to be leaders in the cause of Freethought tell 
us to fall into line with the church, cease our neg- 
ativ warfare, and be “benefited” by the “con- 
quest ” we hav made! 

Conquest! 

Conquest, when the God-myth is accepted by 
all but a handful of thinkers and scientists. 

Conquest, when the churches least touched by 
modern ideas concerning the minor religious dog- 
mas which are mentioned by the Englishman are 
the churches with the enormously large member- 


‘ships, such as the Catholic and the Methodist. 


‘Conquest, when of every fifty business and pro- 
fessional men and politicians who in their minds 
reject Christianity, not more than'one dare avow 
his convictions, and nine of every ten giv money 


e 


more or less liberally for the support of the church. 

Conquest, when the church auxiliary societies, such 
as the Young Men’s Christian Association, the Society 
of Christian Endeavor, and the Woman’s Christian 
Temperance Union, which hav gathered into their 
ranks millions of the young and susceptible, are 
the admirable training grounds of the parent 
church, where misinterpretations of the Bible and 
false notions of history are sedulously inculcated 


‘and where plastic minds are cunningly moulded by 


deft clerical hands to the end that they will readily 
accept the modernized but none the less’ danger- 
ous principles of church-and-state union. 

Conquest, when the Demands of Liberalism, em- 
bodying the simple principles of religious freedom 
which until recently were supposed to be unalter- 
ably fixed in the organic law of the nation and 
to be the faithfully recognized rule of practice 
in our federal courts, are contemptuously spurned 
by the national law-making body as they had been 
heretofore and are yet flouted by every state in the 
Union. 

Conquest, when the God-in-the-Constitution 
party, the Sabbath Observance Unions, and other 
affiliated organizations are pushing their propa- 
ganda so vigorously and so successfully that each 
year Sunday becomes in law more and more the 
priests’ private property and the liberty of the 
citizen consequently and synchronously grows less 
and less. 

Conquest, when a great international festival, 
the World’s Fair, is practically closed on Sunday, 
the judicial decisions in favor of opening being 
based on careful evasions of the real principle at 
stake, the Constitution-guaranteed religious liberty 
and equality of the citizens. 

Conquest, when the Supreme Court of the 
United States unanimously declares that this is a 
“Christian nation,” thus, unreservedly and offici- 
ally, as the tribunal of last resort and in the name 
of the whole people, accepting the fundamental 
dictum of the Covenanter party, accepting the key- 
stone of the arch of the penitentiary of church 
supremacy. 

No, the battle against ecclesiastical tyranny has 
not been won. Nothing but the dissensions of the 
Roman, Greek, and Protestant churches safe- 
guards religious liberty in Europe. 

In America, the immediate danger, and the 
present oppression, comes from the Protestant 
churches. Foolish as fanatical, they are striving 
to make the state the executiv arm of Protestant- 
ism, forgetful of the fact that the hope of religious 
liberty in the world is the spirit of the Protestant 
revolt againt church uniformity, and of the further 
fact that their success, as foreshadowed by the de- 
cision of the Supreme Court, can be only tempo- 
rary, for Catholicism will surely seize all the ground 
they win from Liberty. They are pulling its 
chestnuts out of the fire. If they succeed, they 
put their own necks and the necks of the Free- 
thinkers in the Catholic halter. 

No, we cannot go into the liberal Protestant 
camp. Wecan form no such alliance, if alliance 
and not surrender is meant. We stand squarely 
upon the ground of absolute separation of church 
and state. With the Adventists and all other 
Christians who will work for the priestless state we 
can cheerfully ayd gladly join forces. All forms of 
religion and anti-religion must stand through vol- 
untary support or fall because of the lack of it. 
Sunday, as well as all the other days of the week, 
must belong to the individual, not to the church or 
any other organization. 

The church is aggressiv and. invasiv in number- 
less ways, but just now she is concentrating hey 
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forces to wrench from us the last vestige of Sun- 
day liberty. This issue is the overshadowing one 
to-day. If ecclesiasticism wins here it will win 
elsewhere. There can be no compromise. No 
faltering, no sleeping on duty. The Freethought 
Federation has before it a struggle which will be 
desperate and long-protracted. Every Liberal who 
wants to be free and to leave his children free will 
giv to it all possible aid and comfort. 
a a ee 


The Intolerable Gall of Some Christians. 

On August 13th a meeting was held in the 
United Presbyterian church of Denison, Kan., to 
protest against the reopening of the post-office in 
that town on Sunday. “In May a resolution was 
passed in the convention of the Christian Endeavor- 
ers, which met in this place, expressing a desire on 
the part of the Christian patrons to hav no” dis- 
tribution of mail on Sunday. This fact was made 
known to the general superintendent of mails and 
he ordered that no distribution be made. Buta 
remonstrance was gotten up against the closing. 
It was signed by one hundred and fifty persons; 
the petition for closing, by two hundred and ninety- 
five. The chief clerk came up from Kansas City 
and went over the papers. The result was a com- 
promise, it being ordered that there be one distribu- 
tion on Sunday instead of two as heretofore. This 
made the clerics and their followers awful mad— 
“mad” is the word. In the language of the Chris- 
tian Statesman, “This fired the Christian people.” 
They held a mass-meeting and vented their wrath 
about the reopening in speechmaking and resolu- 
tions. The first of the latter reads: “Because it is 
in opposition to the wishes of the majority of the 
post-office patrons.” This is very much to be 
doubted. It seems to us that four hundred and fifty 
names on the petition and remonstrance represents 
a much larger population than Denison has. There 
is reasonable ground for the supposition that one of 
the reasons why the chief clerk ordered the Sunday 
reopening of the office was because he found that 
the Christians had been up to their old tricks—as 
in the petitions for closing the World’s Fair—of 
stuffing their paper with the names of children. 

Another resolution reads: “Because we consider 
it an outrage upon our American liberty.” Yes, 
we hav no doubt it was an outrage upon the 
“liberty ” of these bigots. With them “American 
liberty” is a synonym for “Christian liberty,” 
about which they prate so much, and which means 
their right to think, speak, and act as they please 
and compel all other people to do the same. This 
is just what “Christian liberty” means and it is just 
what “American liberty” means when on the im- 
` pudent lips of a God-in-the-Constitution perverter. 
What business is it of these insolent meddlers if 
the one hundred and fifty business men and others 
who signed the remonsirance do get their mail on 
Sunday? That is their business, and there is 
not the least danger that they will attempt to 
force the Sunday-worshipers to go to the post- 
office on Sunday. The bigots can get their mail 
such days as they choose, and what is their right is 
the right of every patron. But they are not satis- 
fied with this equality of rights and opportunities, 
they never hav been and never will be. They fear 
competition as a thief does a detectiv, for they are 
thieves, shamelessly robbing the citizen of his 
time, and, consequently, of his property, for “time 
is money.” These clerics hav a vivid realization of 
this; Sunday is the day they earn most of their 
money, and it makes them furious when men permit 
work, recreation, or reading to keep them away 
from the preachers’ places of business. 

Here is another of the resolutions: “ Because it 
is contrary to the divine law, without which obedi- 
ence to all human law would cease.” Ah! what be- 
comes of the pretense of many of the most cun- 
ning leaders in the Sabbatarian movement that they 
seek only to secure a “civil” day of rest? They 
are not trying to enforce religious dogmas by law, 


they say, but only to secure a “civil” resting time 


for the poor laboring man. Their belated country 
followers hav again given them away by their 
parrot talk about “divine law.” And yet there 
can be no doubt that the Denison ministers, at 


least, know that Sunday is not the Sabbath of the 
Bible, and that the only “divine law” they hav 
enjoining its observance is the arbitrary edict of 
the Catholic church. But that makes no differ- 
ence to the invasiv hypocrites; anything is good 
enough to conjure with, so only it protects their 
craft against the competition of intellect and honest 
labor. 


Agents Wanted. 


We believe that not only can good be done but 
money made by any Liberal who will canvass for 
our book “Old Testament Stories Comically Ilus- 
trated.” In fact we know one man who worked at 
it but a few hours weekly and sold nearly fifty 
copies in a month. The price is low; everybody 
knows the Old Testament stories, and nearly every- 
body would like a book applying nineteenth-cent- 
ury wit and knowledge to them. People like to 
laugh. Reverence for the Old Testament tales has 
largely disappeared and jokes at the expense of 
Jonah and Joseph and Esau and Samson and David, 
and the other worthies of unsavory reputation, are 
keenly appreciated. It seems to us that the book 
will sell at sight. It does here in the store. 
Liberals out of employment will find this a good 
way to make an honest dollar. 

Terms to agents sent upon application. 


The Manhattan Liberal Club resumed its meet- 
ings Friday evening, October 6th. A full house 
listened to the: presentation of “The Silver Ques- 
tion,” by Henry Nichols. Friday evening, October 
13th, “ Christianity and After,” by T. B. Wakeman. 

e 

Mohammed Alexander Russell Webb is pushing 
with vigor and tact the propaganda of the religion 
of Islam. He recently gave a lecture at Chickering 
Hall in this city, in which he briefly sketched the 
life of Mohammed, disproved many Christian mis- 
representations regarding Mohammedanism and its 
founder, and incidentally but most effectually laid 
out Joseph Cook. Bombastes Cook had asserted 
that Webb had advocated polygamy in the Congress 
of Religions at Chicago, and had been hissed down 
by the audience. Webb had not said anything in 
defense of polygamy, and the truth of the matter 
about the hissing was that it was direted against a 
clerical opponent of the Mohammedan missionary 
who attacked Mr. Webb in a most outrageous man- 
ner. Mr. Webb is a very pleasant speaker. 


We desire to call the attention of readers of THE 
Truru SrerrR to the benefits of subscribing to the 
Truth Seeker Monthly Library. The yearly sub- 
scription is only $3, and subscribers to the Library 
receive a paper-bound copy of each book issued in 
it; or, if they desire the books in cloth binding, 
subscribers can remit the difference in price be- 
tween paper and cloth binding, and get the books 
in the latter shape. So far this year subscribers 
to the Library hav received “Paine Vindicated,” 
by Colonel Ingersoll, price 15 cents; the “ Crea- 
tion of God,” by Dr. Hartmann, price 50 cents ; 
the “Resurrection of Jesus,” by Don Allen, price 
40 cents; “Crimes of Preachers,” price 25 cents; 
the “ Handbook of Freethought,” by W. S. Bell, 
price 50 cents; “Religion a Curse,” by S. P. Put- 
nam, price 25 cents; “ Design Argument Fallacies,” 
price 15 cents; “ Pen Pictures of the World’s Fair,” 
price 25 cents, and “ Abraham Lincoln: Was He a 
Christian?” price 50 cents. Other books besides 
are in preparation. One of these, we may men- 
tion, is “Pleasure and Progress,” by A. M. 
Lorentz, LL.B., of which further notice will 
shortly be made. Send $3 and receive at cnce 
the books already published, and, as they ap- 
pear, those which will be published between now 
and January, ’94. 


— ae 
Churchly Purpose and Performance. 
The Wisconsin State Sabbath Association will hold a 


two weeks series of meetings, beginning the middle of 
October. 


_ September 24th, a ‘‘Sabbath committee” was organ- 
ized at Wooster, O. Professor Seelye, son of Dr. J. H. 
Seelye, of Amherst, is chairman, 


Dean Hart, of Denver, succceeded in his crusade 


against Sunday theaters. Of course, the Denver preach- ` 


ers are happy in thus cutting off competition in salary- 
earning. 


The summonses issued in connection with the prosecu- 
tion of Sunday traders at Yarmouth are lithographed, 
showing that they are kept in stock ready to be issued 
wholesale.—London Freethinker. 


Exeter Noncomformists are up in arms against the Sun- 
day League’s excursions to Devonshire. The railways 
are being called upon to stop this wholesale desecration 
of the Sabbath.—Zondon Freethinker. 


The ‘‘ News Worth Telling ” compiler of the Christian 
Statesman narrates how, in Lawrence county, Pa., a 
correspondent of that paper, in conjunction with other 
bigots, closed a colored people’s picnic because an admis- . 
sion fee was charged and cigars and other articles sold on 
Sunday. 

Representativs of the various brotherhoods of railway 
employees on the ‘‘ Big Four ” met last Sabbath [Sunday] 
at Terre Haute to consult in regard to the strike now in 
progress on that road. We greatly regret to see these 
labor unions using the Sabbath for their business meet- 
ings, a custom which greatly weakens the protests that 
engineers, firemen, and brakemen hav made in their na- 
tional conventions against Sunday work.—Christian 
Statesman. i 


Properly, the Parliament is nothing more than & con- 
ference between the religions of the world, so that all 
may understand the claims and the defenses of each. 
Christianity can well afford to sustain such a comparison; 
and we believe that the outcome of the Parliament will 
be that instead of deepening ‘‘true brotherhood among 
the religions of the world ”—to use the gushing phrase of 
the committee’s prospectus—it will show that Christianity 
is in the world for conquest of false faiths, not for com- 
munion with them, and that it can hav no fellowship with 
the superstitions and idolatries of the ethnic seligions.— 
The Watchman. ; 


The English chaplain at Victoria, in Mashonaland, has 
been inciting to the slaughter of the Matabele people. 
He says they are murderers, and ‘‘the divine command 
should be imperativly carried out at this time.” But as 
he goes on to add, ‘‘ Mashonaland is indeed a rich coun- 
try, and will be one of the richest of our colonial posses- 
sions,” it is pretty evident that he wants the Matabele 
exterminated for the same reason a8 Moses urged the di- 
vine command to slaughter the Canaanites—that the 
chosen people might possess their land. The missionary 
is always the forerunner of annexation. He preaches 
peace and opens the way for plunder.—London Free- 
thinker. 

The Catholics never tire of poss of how they estab- 
lished religious liberty in Maryland. The fact is that 
they had to do it in order to secure liberty for themselvs, 
England was at that time Episcopal, not papal; and in 
providing for liberty of conscience in Maryland the sec- 
ond Lord Baltimore, himself a papist, simply secured the 
colony against the otherwise probable establishment of 
the Church of England, or of Presbyterianism. Indeed, 
the greater part of the Maryland colonists were Presby- 
terians, and not papists; and as Presbyterianism was at 
that time striving for political ascendancy in England, 
and was already the established religion of Scotland, a 

arantee of religious liberty was on the part of Lord 

altimore only a measure of self-defense.—American 
Sentinel, 


Sr. PAuL, Sept. 25.—Thomas Leyden, the ex-priest of 
New Jersey, spoke at Minneapolis last night, and his ad- 
dress was of such a character that the Roman Catholics 
of St. Paul determined not to let him speak here. The 
streets around the market house where he was billed to 
speak to-night were filled with an excited mob, armed 
with clubs, stones, eggs, and firearms, as early as 7 
o’clock. While the crowd was surging around one of the 
entrances the market master came out and read a letter 
from City Clerk Prendergast, in which he peremptorily 
refused to allow Mr. Leyden the use of the hall on the 
ground that it was public property, a part of the taxes on 
which were paid by Roman Catholic citizens.— Daily 
papers. The city clerk’s reason was valid, but how about 
the untaxed churches? 


Wasurneton, Oct. 5th.—Rev John T. James, who got 
notoriety by smashing liquor exhibits at the World’s 
Fair, was in the police court to-day, charged with 
throwing a brick through a $300 plate glass window, 
destroying about $150 of stock in the liquor store of 
Chas. Kraemer ou Seventh street, and very nearly inflict- 
ing seriousinjury upon Kraemer’s wife and child. ‘‘ Why 
did you do this?” the court asked the prisoner. ‘‘ Be- 
cause Iam opposed to the rum traffic, and I want to 
break it up if possible,” was his response. ‘‘Do you 
think this sort of business is going to stop it?” asked the 
judge. . ‘“‘ Yes, sir, it will stop it if it becomes a general 
business throughout the country.” ‘‘ Well, it won't.” “I 
only obeyed the spirit of God in my heart,” the prisoner 
said. ‘* But there is nothing in the spirit to show that 
you hav a right to destroy the property of others,” said 
the court. ‘‘I don’t recognize whisky as property.” 
The court committed the prisoner to the workhouse for 
examination as to his sanity.—New York World. 


A year ago I was not only suspended from the church 
but was excommuricated. I saw very little chance: of a 
change. As much despair as I felt, I never meant to 
change myself. I did not think there could be a change 
to benefit me until there had been a half-dozen eminently 
respectable funerals, which may be interpreted that I 
did not think I could be restored until a half-dozen 
eminent persons—possibly in the church—should die. I 
thought that if the Lord saw fit in spite of my growing 
years to restore me, he, in that sweet and gentle way of 
his, might gather up some of those eminently respectable 
and venerable persons. I would not hav you think I 
wished their death, but, you know, there are some per- 
sous at whose death no one would grieve, and, as I said in 
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-a meeting a few years ago, if the czar of Russia should die 
I would not feel called upon to wear crépe on my hat. 
Like the Lord, however, I would rather see the conver- 
sion of the wicked than their death. But the restoration 
has come about without so many eminently respectable 
funerals. ‘There were several, and perhaps those who 
were left began to think there was some fatality about it, 
and came in out of the wet to save themselvs. I was not 
particularly anxious about going to Rome. It took mea 
long time to make up my mind, but I am now glad that I 

‘decided to go.— Dr. McGlynn. i 


a 
Items of Foreign News Interesting to Free- 
thinkers. 
Charles Bradlaugh is to hav astatue at North- 
ampton. 


L. Ramón Chies, the great Spanish Freethinker, 
is slowly recovering from his illness. 


One of the leaders of the Italian Peace Associa- 
tion is Marquis Pandolfi, the prominent Free- 
thinker. 


The church in Hungary owns over three and a 
quarter million acres of land, while the state has 
but four million acres. 


The church of All Hallows in London still pos- 
sesses an income originally given to it for the pur- 
pose of buying fagots for burning heretics. 


D. Luis Herrera, editor of Za Razón, Caraccas, 
has been subject to a brutal assault by a number of 
priests who held a street parade in honor of some 
kind of saint. 

The well-known poetess and Freethought writer, 
Angela Lopez de Agala, has entered upon her 
sentence of imprisonment at Barcelona, Spain, for 
blasphemy uttered in an article of hers published in 
the Nueva Catorra. 


Times must be pretty hard in Spain. The salary 
of such of the clergy who hav an income of more 
than $1,000 has been reduced 10 to 20 per cent. The 
pope has sanctioned the reduction, most likely fear- 
ing that did the clergy resist they would get noth- 
ing ‘at all. 


The good St. Ann is doing great business this 
year, hence the demands for her relics are increas- 
ing. It has been estimated by some impious per- 
son that the relics. of St. Ann’s material body are 
now so numerous that they will form at least three 
` good-sized St. Anns. 
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Of the 287,000,000 inhabitants of British India 
207,000,000 believe in the Vedas, 57,000,000 are 
Mohammedans, 9,000,000 nature worshipers, 7,000,- 
000 Buddhists, 2,000,000 Sikhs, 1,400,000 Jacnas, 
89,000 Parsees, 17,000 Jews. Here is a chance for 
Christian missionaries. 


Mary Magdalen was possessed of devils, but a 
young girl at Gif, near Paris, is possessed of 28,000 
devils. The doctor, M. Dumont, says she suffers 
from epileptie hysteria, but the archbishop of Ver- 
sailles sustains the priest, and has given him per- 
mission to drive out every one of the 28,000 devils. 


M. Benoit Malon, the founder of the Revue 
Socialiste, who died September 13th, at the age of 
fifty-two, was a Freethinking Socialist of the liter- 
ary and intellectual class. He was one of: the 
founders of the International and a member of the 
Commune of 1871, and has left many works on the 
economics, religion, morality, and history of the 
Socialist: movement. 


The Catholic church is keeping up its reputation 
as the “best” soul-saving concern. In the reform 
and industrial schools in England run by Catholics 
the mortality is 17.3 per cent among boys and 13.1 
per cent among girls; while in Protestant schools 
of same kind the mortality is respectivly 2 9 and 9.5 
per cent. The more orthodoxy, the less science; 
the less science, the more deaths. 

The Montreal Labor Congress thinks that there 
is taught too much catechism and too little gram- 
mar in the public schools of Quebec. The con- 
gress wants a council of public education elected 
by the people and under the management of a re- 
sponsible minister. This proposed educational 
policy is “impious” according to ecclesiastical 
opinion, and the labor organizations are now 
roasted. from every Catholic pulpit in Quebec. 


‘New York and Brooklyn Freethinkers had better 
apply to a certain church in latter city in case they 
get a touch of cholera. A consignment of several 


bones of St. Rosalie hav arrived in Brooklyn. St. 


Rosalie was a female who flourished several bun- 
dred years ago in Italy. When she got crazy, she 
went to liv in a cave, where she subsisted on grass 
until her death, when she began curing cholera. 
Considering the spreading of cholera in Europe, it 
seems to us rather inhuman to deprive the old con- 
tinent of her valuable services just when they are 
most needed. 


It is funny to hear Christians crow about their 
tolerance, as shown in the assembling of the Parlia- 
ment of Religions, when we know they refused to 
the Freethinkers not alone participation in the pro- 
ceedings, but even the use of the hall. And after 
all what is the parliament anyway, but simply the 
result of a fit of tolerance. No, giv me the pagan 
Romans for tolerance. They kept a permanent 
“parliament ” in their Pantheon where gods of all 
nations were set up for worship. But the bigoted 
Christians kicked against having Jesus adjoining 
the holy crowd, and for that reason were persecuted 
by some of the best Roman emperors. 

The bigoted King Oscar II. of Sweden has, ever 
since the Freethought movement of Sweden started, 
shown himself to be a mere puppet in the hands 
of the clergy. His latest move is a bill punishing 
blasphemy. Ridicule of the Bible, the sacraments, 
and religious service; public expression of con- 
tempt for the Christian faith, and activ opposition 
to same; unchristian life; employment of means 
destined to make members of the state church leave 
the same or partake in the services of other faiths 
(in Sweden a child born of parents either belong- 
ing to the state church or not activly identified 
with other religious faiths is considered by the 
state as belonging to the state church)—all these 
“crimes” to be punished with imprisonment. This 
nice document, which savors more of the Dark 
Ages than of our time, has been considered by the 
supreme court of Sweden and declared no good. 
Of course this bill will be indorsed by the sky-pilot 
glorification meeting at Upsala, but the Swedish 
congress is not so simple as King Oscar imagins; 
hence the beautiful inquisition document will be 
simply a legislativ still-born. 


In the public schools of France the Bible, cate- 
chism, prayers, etc., hav no home, according to the 
law of March 28, 1882. Education is strictly secu- 
lar. It is to Jules Ferry that France owes this 
great progress in civilization. About five hundred 
different text-books on ethics are used. Each 
school district has the liberty to select one of these 
books found on the lists of the yearly state teacher's 
conference. Among the most popular works of 
this kind are: Liard’s “ Lectures morales et litté- 
raires” (Moral and Literary Lectures), which is 
used in forty-one departments (counties); Josts and 
Braunig’s “ Lectures practiques” (Practical Lect- 
ures), used in ‘eighty departments; and Bruno’s 
“& Le Tour de la France par deux Enfants” (the 
Tour of France by Two Children), used in seventy- 
three departments, and which has reached the 
two hundred and nineteenth edition. The nearest 
Bruno comes to teaching religion in his book is 
the statement that we should show reverence to 
“la cause premiére” (the first cause). Liard does 
not mention the subject with one word, nor does 
Mm. Gréville in her book for the use of girls’ 
schools. La Comite d'Etudes Morales, president 
Jean-Paul-Cu, and which has working members in 
most all countries, and is officially recognized by 
the Freethinkers of France, Belgium, and Spain, 
has under preparation a series of works which 
finally will be reproduced in a more popular form 


for the use of schools. 


The Cause in the State of Washington. 


The financial depression is keenly felt through- 
out the state; and when it becomes a serious study 
how to obtain any kind of employment whereby to 
earn the necessities of life fér loved ones; when 
property-owners fail to pay grocer, butcher, and 
baker on account of non-receipt of rents—which 
the tenants hav no possible means of paying, and 
the banks hav stopped payment; when merchants, 
in spite of the discharge of clerks and every pos- 
sible retrenchment, are offering their goods at 
actual cost, and for lack of cash find no buyers; 
when city and county treasurers, having been bull- 
dozed or coaxed to loan funds to bankers and 
political sharks and finding no prospect of any re- 
turn of the funds, hav gobbled up all remaining 
cash and absconded; when bank cashiers and 
presidents rival each other in wrecking the bank 
and defrauding the depositors, it is not much to be 
wondered at that the contributions to the Washing- 
ton Secular Union are meagre in the extreme, and 
that no appeals for payment of dues hav been sent 
out by the secretary. 


But despite this lamentable condition of things 
—with over fifteen hundred unemployed men in 
the city—the Tacoma Secular Union has heroically 
held its own. We hav held our regular weekly 
(Tuesday evening) meetings, given a free lecture 
every Sunday evening, kept up our dramatic class, 
and two months ago inaugurated our Infidel Sunday- 
school. Our average attendance is twenty-eight 
children and thirty adults. We hav music, singing, 
lessons in natural philosophy, and end with calis- 
thenics (under the able tuition of Prof. O. H. 
Fhurburg, the most successful teacher of calisthen- 
ics and gymnastics in the entire West). Our 
Sunday-school grows in numbers and interest, and is 
doing effectiv work in adding to the number of 
members of the union. 

A year and four months of lecturing every Sur- 
day evening, added to other duties, necessitated 
my calling a halt. My health failed and I an- 
nounced postponement of lectures for one month. 
Will resume on second Sunday in October. Regu- 
lar weekly meeting, dramatic class, and Sunday- 
school continue without intermission. 

I much regret that poverty precludes the pos- 
sibility of my attending the Congress at Chicago, 
and ask especial consideration of all who do attend 
of the suggestions made in my letter of greeting. 

C. B. Reynorps, 
Sec. Washington Secular Union. 
Tacoma, Wash. 


ae ee 
Lectures and Meetings. 
COLONEL INGERSOLL’S LECTURE DATES. 
The people along the line of the following towns will, 


during October, be made happy by a visit by Colonel In- 
gersoll, who will speak on the following dates: 


Oct. 15 St. Louis, Mo. Oct. 22 Kansas City, Mo. 
16 Springfield, Til. “ 23 St. Joseph, ‘‘ 
“ 17 Quincy, ss “ 25 Lincoln, Neb. 

“ 19 Omaha, Neb. “« 27 Sioux City, Ta. 
** 20 Council Bluffs, Ia. ‘© 29 Chicago, Ill. 


“ 91 Atchison, Kan. 


Tsz Manhattan Liberal Club meets every Friday eve- 
ning, at eight o’clock, in German Masonic Hall, No. 220 
East Fifteenth street, New York, Its lectures for Octo- 
ber are: 


October 18th.—‘‘ Christianity and After :” T. B. Wake- 
man. 
October 20th.—‘‘ Freethought and Morality:” S. P. Put- 


nam. 
October 27th.—‘‘ Arbitration:” Albert Day. 
E. B. Foorz, JR., Presiding Officer. 


J. E, Remssura goes to Wisconsin after the Congress. 
His appointments are as follows: 


Lodi Oct. 14 | West;Salem, 


Oct. 
Hillsborough, 15 | 


16 


As previously announced in our columns, John R. 
Charlesworth will commence a tour Eastward. The fol- 
lowing appointments areon his list, and friends along the 
route desiring lectures should address him at once: 

Oct. 15 Cincinnati, O. Nov. 3 Manhattan Liberal 

“ 19 Golden Pond, Ky. Club, New York, 

ie sé “ 5 Newark, N. J, 

6 21 ss ss “ 19 Boston, Mass. 

“es 22 s sé 


Tuappreus B. WAKEMAN will lecture before the Newark 
Liberal League, Sunday, October 15th. 


Tue Brooklyn Philosophical Society holds meetings 
every Sunday afternoon at 3 o'clock in Fraternity Rooms, 
Bedford avenue and South Second street. 


Tap Women’s Liszrat Leaaur, of Philadelphia, will 
meet on and after October 17th in the Skerrett Building, 
northeast corner of Ridge avenue and Green street, Tues- 
day evenings at 8 o’clock. 

October 17th.—P. J. Lackensteen (a nativ Hindoo), 
“The Religion of the Hindoos,” 

October 24th.—Miss Constance MacKenzie, ‘‘ Effects of 
Education on Character.” 

October 31st.—Rev. Wm. I. Nichols, ‘‘ Unitarianism; Its 

- History and Principles,” : 

November 7th.—Miss Voltairine de Cleyre. (Subject to 
be announced hereafter.) i 

November 14th.—Dr. Francis Emily White, ‘‘A Study 
in Sociology.” 

November 2ist.—Ida C. Craddock, ‘‘Survivals of Sex 
Worship in Christianity and Paganism. What 
Christianity Has Done for the Marital Relation.” 

November 28th.—-Mrs. C. B. Kilgore, ‘‘The Congress of 
Religions.” 


Tre fifth Annual Convention of the Oregon State Bec- 
ular Union will be held in Red Men’s hall, corner of 
Second and Salmon street, Portland, Ore., October 20th, 
21st, and 22d. Entertainment will be provided for visit- 
ing Liberals by the members of the First Secular church 
of Portland and therefore those who expect to attend 
will please inform the secretary, Katie Kehm Smith, 
Oregon City, Ore. There will be important business 
before the Convention that should interest every Libexal 
in the state. Let the attendance be large. An interest- 
ing program will be provided. By order of the executiv . 
committee, 
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The Freethinkers’ Interna- H. Wettstein, Byron. 


tional Congress. 


The evening session of the first day brought out 
a large number of local people as well as visitors, 
and’ the hall was crowded. Moses Harman ap- 
peared upon the scene, erect, white-haired, talkativ, 
and well aware that he haa been a martyr. Mr. 
Betts placed pictures of Paine and Ingersoll, which 
he afterwards tried to sell, at the wings, and when 
they were in place the Zither Club played a fine 
“selection,” followed by young Remsburg on the 
piano. He in turn was followed by his father who 
had found “Five Hundred Flaws in Christ’s Cre- 


dentials,” but had time to tell of only forty or |. 


so. However, these were enough for the purpose, 
and the audience applauded his effort heartily. 

When Mr. Remsburg had dethroned Jesus, a big 
bundle was put on the table, a cloth laid over it, a 
package of manuscript piled on top, and behind it 
appeared Mr. L. K. Washburn. Mr. Washburn is 
as finished a speaker as he is charming gentleman 
and jolly companion, and the audience literally fell 
in love with him. It was well that his wife accom- 
panied him. 

After a collection had been taken, Mr. Watts, 
rosy and strong in physique, incisiv and eloquent 
in speech, gave the multitude who had waited to 
hear him one of his old-time, rousing addresses. 
Mr. Watts’s return to old England has not, appar- 
ently, injured his Americanism, and he is as much 
in love with some of the institutions of this country 
as ever. And the people were as glad to see him 
as he was to meet them. 

Mr. John R. Charlesworth succeeded Mr. Watts 
with an address on “ Freethought—What It Im- 
plies, Its Power and Results.” Few speakers could 
hav held an audience at the hour of night Mr. 
Charlesworth began to speak, but the people, at 
first attracted by his resonant voice and evident 
earnestness of purpose, listened later to his most 
effectiv and convincing arguments with real ap- 
preciation, notwithstanding the hands on the clock 
were going toward the figure 12. 

MONDAY MORNING. 

Mr. Putnam started the Congress going Monday 
morning, as Mr. Waite, who was slated to preside, 
did not appear until late. When he finally came 
in, and promptly objected to things in general, and 
in particular as to the way the certificates had been 
prepared, Charlesworth interrupted him and ex- 
plained how it was that room had been left for only 
one of the three presidents of the Congress to sign 
at a time. Mr. Putnam said all three signatures 
should ornament the paper, and a motion to that 
effect was about to be carried when Mr. Waite 
avowed that he would not sign them anyway. A 
motion that all present were to be considered dele- 
gatcs was carried. 

Mr. Steiner, of Committee on Credentials, read 
the following as partial list of delegates present: 


MASSACHUSETTS, 


L. K. Washburn, Boston. W. B. Clark, Worcester. 
Ernest Mendum, 6s Susan H. Wixon, Fall River. 
Dr. C. H. Simms, es 

MICHIGAN. 
Wm. C. Decker, Crawford. H. W. Gillette, Bonny. 
G. J. Beck, Dowagiac. Alex Campbell, Elk Rapids. 
Melvin A. Root, Bay City. Albert Barwis, Wexford. 


MISSOURI. 
G. G. Beck, St. Joseph. 

NEW YORK. 

Geo. H. Look, Plattsburg. Ira Adams, North Java. 


Wm. 8. Galloway, E. M. Macdonald, 
T. B. Wakeman, New York. New York. 


Wm. Cook, Savannah. 


OHIO. 
Chas. R. Kimberly, H. A. Pierce, Dayton. 
Fincastle. S. M. Bowers, 
Johu M. Carrigan, Dayton. North Baltimore. 


B. A, Roloson, Delphos. W. J. Dutton, Elba. 
Mies Nora B. Roloson, ‘‘ Sol. Benson, Braudywine. 
A. Zemmerman, Beach City Dora Brundage, Delphos. 
G. B. Vanness, .J. W. Harrington, 
Mechanicsburg. Cincinnati. 
INDIANA. 
W. W. Wilson, Spiceland. 
Indianapolis. Fred Garing, North Judson 
Mrs. L. G. Shelley, ‘‘ Geo. W. Wright, Kentland. 
CALIFORNIA. 
Mrs. Paulina Van Hoeter, Dr. J. L. York, San José. 
Grass Valley, H. W. Youmans, Oakland. 
John Sunter, French Gulch 
ARIZONA. 
Geo. N. Adams, Aravapa. Dr. R.V. Tripp, St. Thomas. 
MINNESOTA. ` 
E. C. Sly, Edina Mills. 
James Geddes, Delavan. 
Otto J. Knipps, Adrian. 


Mrs. Sara J. Guild, 


B. Peabody, Utica. 
L. K. Tohuson, Steele. 
J. L. Johnson, ‘‘ 
J. W. Hasmer, Janesville. 
NEBRASKA. 
C. F. W. Marquardt, Nor- 
folk. 
C. W. Goff, Kearney. 


H. B. Smith, Gordon, 
Cc. W. Smith, ‘‘ 


W. J. Adams, Chicago. 
F. Lelzenburger, ‘‘ 
W. H, Snelson, os 
Anna Foster, fe 

A. C. Richwald, ss 
Emanuel Auspite, 
George Black, bg 
Geo. Borst, ee 
Mrs, M. A. Freeman, ‘‘ 
Emma Geschefsky, ‘‘ 
J. C. Hart, s 
C. G. Bastwick, ee 
S. J. Livingston, ‘* 
W. O. Davies, s 
Geo. Harris, 
S. Murray, 
J. R. Charlesworth, ‘‘ 


ILLINOIS. 


8. P. Putnam, Chicago. 
C. B Waite, te 
Philip Bregstone, 
A, M. Freeman, 
E. A. Stevens, sf 
Mrs. C. V. Webb, ‘‘ 

B. W. Carrington, ‘‘ 
Jens L. Christensen, ‘‘ 
Henry Steinbock, ‘‘ 
Washington I. Fox, Capron. 
Dr. P. C. Mosier, Homer. 
Joseph Haigh. Chebana. 
John Steves, Durand. 
Mare Rowe, Redmon. 

N. S. Hazen, Rock Island. 
A. G. Templeton, Harney. 
James Tuttle, Atlanta. 

T. D. Tuttle, ‘* 


IOWA. 


A. H. Petty, Correctionville 
H. B. Smith, Glidden. 
Chas. McCauley, What 
Cheer. 

H. P. Miles, Sioux City. 
J. M. Peck, Sr., Ottumwa. 
J. W. Dayton, se 

Des 


Franklin Steiner, 
Moines, 

J. A. Greenhill, Clinton. 

A. A, Raymond, 


Fon du Lac., Wis. ' 


Voltairine de Cleyre, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
D. G. Crow, 
Fort Clark, Tex. 
David S. Sincare, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
Wm. McDonald, 
Longly, Ont. 
Paran Davis, _. 
Frederick, Md. 
N. D. McDonald, 
Cheyenne, Wyo. 
Mrs Lewis Moftett, 
Seward, Neb. 
T, G. Ruffhead, 
Williamsport, Pa. 
A, G. Langburg, 
Grove City, Fla. 
T. J. McKinney, 
Hoxie, Kan. 
J. P. Jasper, Wisconsin. 
M. E. Hibbard, 
Curtis Bay, Md. 
Jas. White, Sub Rosa, Ark. 
D. A. Blodgett, 
Grand Rapids, Mich. 


Edward Grey, Brigham. 
Thos. Garth, M.D., Clarion 
J. C. Brown, Shenaudoah. 
J. W. Humphrey, Shenan- 
doah. 
Humphrey, 


oah. 
John Mahara, Charles City. 
G. A. F. De Lespinasse, 
Orange City. 


B. Thorpe, 
Beaver Dam, Wis. 
M. V. Dadisman, 
Luray, Va. 
Jas. A, Conant, 
Ft Fairfield, Me. 
John Aird, Seattle, Wash. 
Gustave Augerstein, 
Washington, D. C. 
A. Peterson, Tacoma, Wash. 
Chas. Watts, 
Birmingham, England. 
J. E. Remsburg, . 
Atchison, Kan. 
J. I. Shaw, Waco, Tex. 
E. W. Crouch, Huron, S.D. 
J. T. Bogard, 
Golden Pond; Ky. 
W. G. Mellinger, ` 
Cumberland, Md. 
Max Thurmausen, 
Neenah, Wis. 
W. ©. Sturoce, 
Sunapee, N. H. 
A. C. Humphrey, 
Atchison, Kan. 
T. G. Humphrey, 
Atchisou, Kan. 


Shenan- 


A. W. Miller, Portland. Ore. 


The treasurer’s report not being ready, Mr. 
Charlesworth read the credentials of foreign dele- 


gates. 
SEEKER. 


These hav all been printed in Tur TRUTH 
A letter from J. Hacker was read, urging 


that Colonel Ingersoll be run for president of these 


United States. 


Mr. Hacker closed his epistle with 


poetry. Mr. C. B. Reynolds sent the following ; 


Tacoma, WASH. 


To THE CONGRESS or LIBERALS ASSEMBLED aT CHICAGO, 
Iru., Greeting: May the glorious gathering inspire each 
aud all present with a spirit of emulation in carrying out 


the grand principle of Liberalism, ‘‘ Seeking individual 
happiness by promoting the general good,” and so 
making secondary all personal ambition, prejudice, and 
pet hobbies, devote their every energy to securing har- 
mony, and formulating a practical plan of work that shall 
advance the cause we love. 

I respectfully suggest that the establishment of local 
Infidel Sunday-schools would do infinitely more to ad- 
vauce the cause of Liberalism than any Infidel university 
which at best could only result in waste of funds much 
needed for more practical purposes. 

Even now the children of intelligent Liberals attending 
existing uuiversities are doing effectiv missionary work, 
arousing Christian fellow-students to discussion and in- 
vestigation—leavening the lump. 

To gather all the Infidel children into an Infidel uni- 
versity would be to giv over the Christiau students at ex- 
isting universities to bigotry and superstition. 

The education that would be afforded by local Infidel 
Sunday-schools would better qualify for missionary work, 
not alone those who may attend a university, but also 
those who hay to work in factories, shops, and stores. 
For want of such schools thousands of children of Infi- 
dels are attending Christian Sunday-schools, their young 
minds poisoned with superstition. Surely the pressing 
need of some plan to promote the establishment of local 
Infidel Sunday schools deserves the best thought and 
earnest consideration of the Congress, 

All Liberals hav felt the need of some stronger tie, 
some closer bond of union, something to insure greater 
degree of interest in each other’s welfare. In this con- 
nection, it is a just cause of reproach against us that we 
make no provision for the destitute widows and orphans 
of Liberals, 

Would not the formation of a codperativ insurance and 
benefit society, something like the ‘‘Ancient Order of 
United Workmen,” supply both demands? 

Why not shorten the oratorical pyrotechnics and de- 
vote time to formulating and perfecting plans for supply- 
ing these great needs? 

Fraternally yours, ever for reason, right and truth, 

g C. B. Reynoups, Sec. Wash. Secular Union. 


J. Spencer Ellis, of Secular Thought, wrote that 
he could not attend the Congress, and regretted it. 
Mr. Lovis Levine sent a poem which the secretary 
of the Congress lost before the reporter could get 
it, and Mr. S. F. Benson. of Pierson, Ia., set forth 
his views as to organization and the best method of 
accomplishing the same. 


The nezt thing on the program was the reception 
of foreign delegates, but as Mr. Watts was the only 
one who presented his person to the gaze of the 
multitude, and the credentials and proxies of the 
others having been read out of order, there was 
nothing to do but ask Mrs. Kinsella to sing a song, 
which she did sweetly. Mr. Waite called for Mr. 
Hoover, but that person not being present, the time 
was filled up on earnest solicitation from the chair by 
a man from the West who evidently valued himself 
too highly to want to talk to a small audience. All 
he wanted, he said, was to show himself, and this 
was a good time to do it—hey? He had been visit- 
ing his relative, and O dear! dear! What a time 
had had. The people of the East were narrow. 
See? But they must take a good square look at 
him (the entertainer). He believed in the free coin- 
age of silver. Anyone one who didn’t want politics 
in this Congress should not come himself. Free- 
thought talk was namby-pamby. Materialism was 
too narrow. See? He (the entertainer) had 
traveled-up and down the Pacific coast and traveled 
through Australia. He couldn’t get supported by 
the hardshell Liberals, so he talked Spiritualism. 
He wanted all the help he could get. See? 

The entertainer then sang in minstrel tones— 
“The Bible leads to glory,” repeated that all he 
desired was to show himself—see? see?—and asked 
to be permitted to retire in a tone which signified 
that he wanted the audience to tell him to go on. 
But he was allowed to go, and Mr. Putnam read 
the following message to the Congress from 


Saladin: 
TWO PETTICOATS, KATE’S AND ANN’S. 

Mr. PRESIDENT, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN: I should, to- 
day, hav dearl liked to hav been with you in person. 
Consider that 1 am so; for heart and soul I am with you, 
and with all everywhere whose hammers go to break the 
fetters that priestcraft has riveted on the limbs of the 
human race. Since heart and soul I am with you, mind 
not that my poor tenement of clay is far away from you, 
on a different continent of the globe. Our brother-in- 
the-cause, Samuel P. Putnam, has generously volunteered 
to giv you his voice for mine; and iu my few remarks I 
venture to make to you you hay my essential presence. 

I need not advise you that in America the only enemy - 
to our cause that is really formidable is the church of 
Rome. The other church which you hav there—and 
which essentially you inherited from England—is a poor 
thing, a mere tag or tassel to Ann Boleyn’s petticoat. 
Christendom is a matter of petticoats; the old section 
stood by that of Henry VIII.’s consort Catherine of 
Arragon, the new section by that of the same Henry’s 
illicit flame, Ann Boleyn. A third petticoat was not 
without effect, viz., that of Luther’s deflowered nun, 
Catherine Von Bora. 

Who was Henry VIII? According to Pref. Edwin 
Johnson, he is the second authentic English king, all 
the other English kings before him save one not having 
been born from the womb of woman but from the heads 
of monks. Many kings, I feel certain, hav been con- 
ceived and gestated in and hav been born of a monk’s 
head. All our really romantic and magnificent ones, like 
Arthur and Alfred, hav been so born. By the bye, 
“born of the womb of the Virgin Mary” means born of 
the head of a monk—a highly respectable parentage! 

But to return to Henry VIII. of the six Janets. 
are sundry obscure points in the reign of this sovereign. 
Even Froude has failed to clear them up. But the school 
board of these advanced files of time has come to the 
rescue, and re Henry VIII. the crooked has been made 
straight and the rough way made smooth. ‘Here is a 
school-board essay on the bluft father of Queen Bess: 

“King Henry VIII. was the greatest widower that ever 
lived. He was born at Anno Dominoin the year 1066. He 
had five hundred and ten wives besides children. The first 
was beheaded, and afterwards executed: the second was 
revoked,-:she never smiled again, but she said the word 
Calais would be found on her heart after her death. 

t‘ The greatest man in this reigu was Sir Garret Wolsey. 
He was surnamed the boy bachelor. He was born at the 
age of fifteen unmarried. 

“Henry VIII. was succeeded on the throne by his 
great-graudmother, the beautiful and accomplished Mary 
Queen of Scots, sometimes known as the Lady of the 
Lake, or the Lay of the Last Miustrel.” 

If the school board sage in Standard IV. will permit 
me to say 80, there is just one point he has not satisfac- 
torily elucidated. Henry VIII. is generally accounted 
the founder of the Church of England. Did he himself 
belong to the church he founded; or, did he remain to 
to the lasta Roman Catholic? Let us see. His (Henry 
VIII.) last will, which bears date Dec. 30, 1546, runs 
altogether in the strain of the old religion, excepting the 
title that he givs himself of being the supreme head of 
the Church of England immediately under God. He 
professes his belief in the real presence of Christ in the 
sacrament of the altar; he ‘‘instantly desires” the 
prayers of the blessed virgin Mary, and of ‘‘all the holy 
company of heaven;” he directs altars to be erected, ard 
masses to be offered for the repose of his soul,” while the 
world shall endure,” and he assigns asum of one thou- 
saud marks to be distributed in alms on the day of his 
burial, ordering his executors to ‘‘move the poor people 
to pray heartily unto God for the remission of his offenses 
and the wealth of hissoul.” (Dodd’s ‘‘ Church History,” 
vol. i., p. 320.) 

What do you think of that? The Roman Catholic 
church had two presidents—God and the Pope—both of 
them unmarried. The Anglican church had also two— 
God and Henry Tudor—one unmarried, the other not. 
This seems to hav been all the difference as far as Henry 
VIII. was concerned. D’Aubigné has written a biggish 
book abont the Reformation, far too big a book to har 
been devoted to a pious disturbance over a petticoat. If 
there be a row about “religion” or anything else, be. 
sure there is a lady in it. The only thing that remains 
to be asked is ‘‘ Whois she?” - 


There 
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The Church of England is founded upon two petticoats 
—that of Kate and that of Ann. Kate’s, to Henry 
VIIL, was not as nice as Ann’s—hence the Church of 
England, a big thing to come out of a petticoat. The 
effect could hardly hav been more decisiv had the garters 
atid slippers been thrown in. Never such a row over & 
petticoat since Achilles, Hector, and the rest of them 
danced a bloody reel for ten terrible years over that of 
Helen of Troy. Of course, vide Genesis, the greatest 
and primal row of all was brought about by a petticoat. 
But no! Petticoat, indeed! Tae lady in Genesis brought 
about the primal row before she had taken to wearing as 
much as an apron of fig leaves. This first Janet before 
she had even a petticoat let usinto a scrape out of which 
we hav not got, even to this hour. 

Eve, minus a petticoat, got Adam kicked out of Eden. 
Ann, with one, got the papists kicked out of Westminster 
Abbey. In a sense, there hav been a good many at- 
tempts to get us, Adam’s representativs, back into Eden. 
If all reports be true, there was, some eighteen centuries 
ago, a considerable rumpus in: Palestine with a view to 
effecting that end. Bnt let that pass. There hav also 
been attempts on the part of the papists to get back into 
Westminster Abbey. By them there has been a good 
deal of. praying with that object, and that counts for 
much. Bnt they do more than pray. Inside the Abbey 
there is the tomb of a ‘‘saint,” a Saxon flapdoodle 
mythos, yclept Edward the Confessor. Ona certain day 
of the year certain of the papists must visit this tomb or 
burst. That day is the 13th of October. It is the feast 
of Edward the Confessor. From this it would appear 
that this famished fable had a feast (with a big F) only 
once a year. What he feasted on on that day [ know 
not. He must hav been one of the Jeanest of saints. 
Even a boa constrictor requires a feast more than once a 
year. However, on the anniversary of his ‘‘ feast’? the 
Searlet Lady tucks up her red skirts and walks into West- 
minster Abbey without saying to the Protestant frump, 
“By your leave, madam,” Recently the Universe, the 
Scarlet Lady’s high-flying and holy organ in the press, 
plumed itself on the unwonted and consoling sight of the 
Catholics reassembled in the Abbey from which some 
three centuries ago they had been driven in the row over 
the rival petticoats of Kate and Ann. 

The Universe proceeds: ‘‘ The fane, forcibly reft from 
the purposes of its foundation, polluted by the rude steps 
of unbelievers”—that is, of those who sided with Ann’s 
petticoat against Kate’s —‘‘and desecrated by unworthy 
worship for so loug, received for a time a congregation 
such as it once welcomed. It was the Feast of Edward 
the Confessor; and from the neighboring temple of SS. 
Peter and Paul, when high mass had been sung, the en- 
tire gathering of the devout, headed. by their pastors, 
made pilgrimage to the shrine of the canonized s vereign. 
There they prayed and besought the king that the Eng- 
land he loved might be brought back to the true faith.” 
The weekly Register gave the names of the Romish ec- 
clesiastics present, and described the procession of 
“tonsured monks and pilgrims” who visited the Abbey, 
‘*fervently kissed the shrine of the saint, and pressed 
their rosaries to it, in spite of the protest| of the vergers 
that ‘ visitors are requested not to touch the tomb.’” 

Fancy going to his tomb to pray to a dead man to re- 
store to domitancy in England what should long ago hav 
been a dead faith! Still, praying tg men who are dead 
and to gods who never lived has done wonders in the 
interests of priestcraft It has caused the dupe to lift up 
his eyes to his ‘‘father which art in heaven ” while his 
brother, or friar, which art on earth, picked his pocket. 
All the heavy pocket-picking in the world has been done 
in the name of the Lord. 

The time draweth near when Kate’s petticoat, the one 
that was favored by Pope Leo X., shall triumph over 
Ann’s, the one that was favored by Henry VIII. The 
Catholics shall yet recover Westminster abbey and be 
able to make a kirk or mill of it. At all events, it is not 
Protestants that shall keep them out. The star of Ann’s 
petticoat is in the wane. Never in that region of the 
world nominally ‘‘ Christian” did aggressiv and defiant 
Rationalism close and grapple with the battalions of the 
cross as she does to-day. 

Never since the Reformation era did the Scarlet Woman 
flaunt her skirts so proudly in the great cities of both the 
Eastern and Western hemispheres. Protestantism has 
no geographical area that she did not win by the zealous 
fanaticism of her first rush. The Protestant countries of 
the sixteenth century are the Protestant countries of to- 
day, and no new ones hav been added thereto. Nay, 
and the old ones are rent and riven; and the seed sown 
by Luther and Spalatin, by Huss and Calvin, by Wycliffe 
and Sawtree, by Knox and Melville, has grown up almost 
choked with Romish weeds and Rationalist tares. The 
mentation and the aspiration of the fifteenth century 
were not identical with those that actuate the nineteenth. 
The floods of human folly hav worn other channels, the 
currents of human tendency hav torn their way through 
other rocks and over other shoals. 

The old battlefields are deserted, and only through the 
mists of departed time we can descry them, with their 
rank grasses, broken and shapeless weapons, half- 
obliterated trenches, and dull mounds marking more or 
less dishonored graves. The battalions hav reeled and 
surged into other fields; and there, with other weapons 
and with- other battle-cries, the often-changing, but 
never-ending, tide of human conflict ebbs and flows. 
Guns are yet planted on the ramparts and there is a 
rattle and blaze of musketry from the crenels of the old 
half-way fort between Rome and Rati nalism; but the 
shot and shell fall wide of the mark. Formerly, the old 
fort was in the center of operations; now it is on the ex- 
treme left flank; and miles away the real conflict rages. 
The half-way house is tottering to its fall. The emerg- 
ency to meet which it was built has passed away. Its 
giants are dead, its heroes are no more; its prestige is 
over, and ‘‘ Ichabod ” is inscribed over its gateway. A 
shabby despotism three centuries ago, it_modified a 
terrible despotism,- and thereby justified its existence; 
but now, Why cumbereth it the ground? Hardly 
taking it into account in military strategy, up on the 
side of the windy hill the banners wave and the 
troops are ranking, the forces of Rationalism and Rome; 
and with them and no other rests the balance between 
victory and defeat in the death-struggle of these latter 
ages. 

The whole thing very much depends upon the holy 
trinity of £8, d, enry VIII, awarded the confiscated 


Jands of the church to such of the English nobles as 
would assist him against Leo. This settled the matter. 
It was upon this sort of thing ‘‘the Reformation ” de- 
pended for its success. A few obstinate persons like a 
religion by which they are likely to be burnt or hanged; 
but the great majority of persons select a religion that 
will pay. And, if it will only pay, all trifles like doc- 
trinal differences can be squared. Illustrativ of this a 
story was wont to be told by Dan. O’Connell, who, as a 
devout Catholic, made a pilgrimage to the shrine of St. 
Thomas of Canterbury every year. ‘‘On my first visit,” 
said O’Connell, ‘‘I did not know the exact spot where 
the saint fell martyred, but the verger showed it me. I 
knelt down and kissed the stone which had received his 
life-blood. The verger, in horror, told me that he would 
be dismissed if the dean saw that he allowed any ‘popish 
work’ there, I, to console him, asked him his fee, and 
he said a shilling, I gave him half a crown, saying the 
additional one-and-sixpence was for his fright. He 
thanked me and, having carefully looked out into the 
grounds, he said, ‘He’s not there, sir; you may kiss it: 
again for nothing. When & real gentleman comes, I let 
him do as he likes.’” The ‘‘real gentleman” can ‘‘ do 
as he likes” with the sanctities—if he only pays. 

into Westminster Abbey itself Romanism marches, 
waving Kate’s petticoat over Ann’s. So much for the 
England of Wycliffe! But Rome, an enemy of far other 
mettle than Protestantism, confronts you, ranked un- 
der far other standards that the petticoats of Ann 
Boleyn and Kate Von Bora. By and by when, 
on the 138th of October, you invade Westminster 
Abbey you may find the contents bill of the 
Agnostic Journal and THe TRUTH SEEKER posted 
upon the tomb of your Edward the Confessor and not 
automaton Anglican vergers whimpering to you *‘not to 
touch;” but, instead of these, the descendants tof the 
Ingersolls, the Macdonalds, the Washburns, the Put- 
nams, the Huxleys, the Spencers, the Julians, the Laings, 
the Momeries, and ‘‘a host which no man can number,” 
prepared to fight with you a bloodless but tremendous 
Armageddon for the mastery of the world. Rome, there 
is your danger, there your ides of March! conqueror for 
two thousand years, there you will be conquered! There, 
in your red raiment of murder, you shall lie, unpitied and 
abhorred! Yours shall be a tomb more horrible and 
ubhallowed than that of Tamerlane, and your bastard 
daughter, Protestantism, who predeceased you, shall 
lie unhonored by your side! No one shall come 
to weep under the curse and the upas upon your 
grave! The finger-posts of history shall point to it with 
an index painted in blood! The numberless, the infinit 
multitude whose bodies you consigned to slaughter, and 
whose souls you sent to the damned with hatred and im- 
precation shall haunt it evermore! The sun shall shine 
down on it with disc blushing red as the seas of gore that 
you shed, and the moon shall turn from it in shame! 
Write it vast on the vault of heaven, write it in hiero- 
glyphics of fire, write the new Prophecy of Capys— 
**Rome shall perish, and reason rule the world.” 

W. Stewart Ross, (SALADIN). 


MONDAY AFTERNOON. 


In the afternoon the first thing was the letter 
from G. W. Foote, president of the National Secular 
Society of England, which Mr. Putnam read as sub- 
joined: 

To THE MEMBERS OF THE INTERNATIONAL FREETHOUGHT 
Conaress AT Cuicaco, Ladies and Gentlemen: It is 
with profound regret that I find myself unable to take a 
personal part in your proceedings. To say nothing of the 
trip across the Atlantic, with its lazy life in immaculate 
air, and its freedom from letters, morning and evening 
newspapers, and other blessings of civilization—I should 
hav rejoiced to meet face to face a number of brave 
American Freethinkers, and above all to spend an hour 
in the society of Col. Robert G. Ingersoll, whose name is 
a household word among the Freethinkers of England. 
We think of him as a brilliant intellect and a beloved 
personality, and many of us would meet death more re- 
signedly if we could only see him in the fiesh, and hear 
but once the accents of his living eloquence. 

There is no need to trouble you with the reasons of my 
absence. ‘fhe long and the short of the story is, that L 
cannot very well leave England in the present state of 
our party’s affairs. Happily you hav amongst you my 
friend and colleague, Mr. Charles Watts, a vice-president 
of our society, who is authorized to represent us at your 
Congress and who enjoys our complete confidence in that 
capacity. At the risk of making him blush—though I ad- 
mit that the bloom of his modesty has been brushed off 
by the rough hand of experience—I venture to say that 
he is an excellent specimen of the John Bull; with a 
sound mind in asound body, abroad back for the world’s 
burdens, and a ready smile for its frowns: added to which 
he is a very fine speaker and an extremely skilful 
debater. With him to represent us, we shall cut some- 
thing more than a passable figure at your Congress, And 
now [L must ask you to take your eyes off Mr. Watts and 
let him recover from his confusion. 

I do not, however, cease blowing the trumpet of old 
England. This is theland of Darwin, of Mill, of Huxley, 
of Herbert Spencer; the land of Byron and Shelley; the 
land of Charles Bradlaugh, the hero of a hundred fights 
for freedom; the land of the author of the ‘‘ Age of Rea- 
son.” Like Shakspere’s yeomen at Agincourt, the limbs 
of Thomas Paine were made in England. He was one of 
the greatest of the founders of the United States of 
America, but we produced him—the dedicated champion 
of liberty of thought and the rights man, from whose pen 
there fell the sentence which eclipses the shibboleths of 
all the creeds, a sentence worthy to be written in star-fire 
on the brow of night—‘‘ The world is my country, man- 
kind are my brethren, and to do good is my religion.” 
Yes, Old England may hold up her head even ın an In-- 
ternational Freethought Congress, not in braggadocia, 
but with a feeling that she has aright there, that her 
place is neither an usurpation nor a concession. 

English Freethought—I regret to say it in one sense, I 
rejoice to say it in another—is far wider than the limits of 
the National Secular Society. Itis a leaven in the gen- 
eral mind. It creeps into books, magazines, and news- 
papers. It effects the very churches, There are clergy- 
men here, filling theological chairs at nniversities, who 
are more drastic though less pointed than Thomas Paine 
himself in their treatment of the Old Testament. Even 


of militant Freethinkers. 
ciples, we propagate them boldly, and we do it with suc- 
cess. 
in all advanced movements hav passed through our ranks. 
We are the recruiters of the army of progress. 
conviction that to rescue men from the thralldom of 
superstition is to liberate their intelligence for the solu- 
tion of all the problems of society. 
impossible while the mind is chloroformed by religion. 
And the proof of this is to be found in the list of those 
who hav sown germinating ideas in the soil of our civili- 
zation. 


work in London is the outdoor propaganda. 
summer months, in the public parks and other open 
spaces, our sperkers address crowds of people. 
find this good for the speakers themselvs. 


in Scotland, the land of John Knox, there are Professor 
Bruce and Professor Dods, whose writings would hav 
raised every hair on the heads of the early opponents of 
Thomas Paine. 
their chairs, 
It turned out Professor Robertson Smith some years ago, 
and let him loose upon the world unmuzzled. 
learnt a little wisdom, it now prefers to keep its heretical 
professors, and only asks them to draw it as mild as they 
can. 


Yet they are allowed to sit peacefully in 
The church cannot afford to turn them out. 


Having 


The National Secular Society is really an organization 
We take the odium of our prin- 


A very large proportion of the most activ workers 


It is our 


Fruitful thought is 


The organization of Freethought in England, under 


the National Secular Society, is, I believe, more complete | 
than it is in any other country in the world. Branches 

of this society are planted in most of the large towns. In 
some places they hav their own halls, despite the infa- 
mous law which prevents Freethought societies, as such, 


from holding any property. A notable feature of our 


During the 


And we 
It was Emer- 
son who said that a course of mobs is excellent training 
for an orator. You must interest an outdoor meeting, or 


it melts away, and you are left to waste your sweetness 


on the desert air; whereas a man cannot decently leave a 
meeting within four walls unless he enjoys the advantage 
of a seat near the door. 

The word ‘‘secular” ig here associated in the public 
mind with a certain policy of public education. It im- 
plies the banishment of religion from our state-supported 
schools. According to our education acts, the Bible can 
be read and commented upon in such schools, but ‘‘ de- 


‘nominational” teaching, as they call it, is forbidden. 


This is clearly a compromise. Jt is a treaty between 
Christian sects. But tbere is always more or legs quar- 
reling over the matter; for here, as elsewhere, the Chris- 
tians are a happy family; and this quarreling has made 
many persons who are not Freethinkers sick of the very 
name of religious education. A great battle is imminent 
over this question, and theology will be defeated. If it 
be true, as John Ruskin said, that the way to empty 
jails is to fill schools, itis no less true that the way to 
empty churches is to keep religion out of the schools. 
The priests know this as well as we do. They will fight 
with the suvage instinct of self-preservation. But they 
will be beaten. With a free press and platform, and a 
popular legislature and government, it is impossible for 
any combination of churches to stem the tide of progress. 

In England, as in America, churches, tabernacles, and 
all sorts of bethels are exempted from taxation. This is 
a virtual endowment of religion by the state, and against 
the foundation principles of a free commonwealth. Re- 
ligion, like vther forms of opinion, is a personal matter. 
Those who are whole need not a physician, and should 
not be taxed to support one. If a man wants a spiritual 
doctor, let him pay for attendauce and physic. Happily 
this principle was adopted by the wise founders of the 
American Constitution. Religion is not directly estab- 
lished in the United States; in Great Britain it has a 
splendid position and magnificent endowments. The 
Church of England has a total income of about ten mill- 
ions ($50,000,000) a year, which exceeds the total amount 
devoted to education; that, is, we spend more to make 
children candidates for heaven than we spend to make 
them citizens of earth. Itis certain, however, that this 
legacy from Feudalism is doomed to extinction. The 
Trish church was disestablished by Mr. Gladstone; the 
Welsh church has already received warning; the Scotch . 
church is preparing for its last fight, and the English 
church is aware that, though it will go last, its days are 
numbered. One by one the relics of Feudalism are 
undermined and overthrown. The time isnot so far distant 
when England will be a true republic. The old country 
will then, I hope, be knit more closely with the great re- 
public of the West, which shares our blood, speaks our 
language, and inherits our literature; the republic that 
was sanctified by the blood of freedom shed for liberty, 
that was ennobled by the sword of Washington and the 
pen of Thomas Paine, that destroyed the curse of slavery 
at the cost of an unparalleled sacrifice, and produced in 
Walt Whitman the poct of the new democracy, who 
sounded loud and clear the réveille of the great new day 
of humanity. 

In the light of that dawn how poor nnd petty are the 
artificial distinctions of nationality, race, and creed! In 
hoping to be Knit more closely to the great republic of 
the West, we also hope to be knit more closely to our 
eastern neighbors in the united states of Europe. It is 
in this spirit that we salute the first International Con- 
gress of Freethinkers ever held in America. We see in it 
a fresh promis of human brotherhnod. The thinkers, 
the seekers for truth, the lovers of liberty and equality, 


the haters of priestcraft and privilege, in every land on 


earth belong to the same fraternity. They waft a mes- 
sage to each other across frontiers aud seas; a message of 
courage for the sometimes hard and bitter present, a 
message of hope for the grand and glorious future. 
G. W. Foorr, 
President National Secular Society, England 

W. S. Bell was next on the program, but he is in 
New York studying phrenology and not at Chicago. 
J. H. Burnham sent his speech, as he could not at- 
tend owing to the the illness of his wife. Mr. 
Charlesworth read the speech, which was good, and 
which Taz Trurn Ssexer hopes to print shortly. . 
Mr. Herman Wettstein read an essay which will in- 
terest students. He is an original investigator in 
the field of metaphysical speculation, and those who | 
like that kind of mental exercise will find him a 
valuable teacher. 
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David S. Cincose followed Mr. Wettstein. Mr. 
Cincose’s claim to distinction is that he is colored, 
has been a Baptist preacher, and is now an Infidel 
converted by Tur Tzurs Seeger. In Philadelphia, 
where he resides, he is called: the “Colored Bob 
Ingersoll.” Mr. Cincose made.a pleasant little re- 
miniscent speech and a favorable impression upon 
the audience. 

TUESDAY MORNING. 


Tuesday morning was devoted to Federation 
work. Mr. Charlesworth read his report, as fol- 
lows: 


FREETHOUGHT FEDERATION OF AMERIOA.—SEORETARY’S 
REPORT. 

In presenting this report of the work done by the 
Federation for the past year, it is my purpose to preface 
it with a brief review of the circumstances which hav 
called it into being, and made its existence necessary. It 
is a significant fact that for some years past the Free- 
thinkers of America had become very indifferent re- 
garding an activ propagation of their principles and 
ideas; nor has this state of things entirely passed 
away to-day—a fact to be. deplored by those who for 
years hav been laboring with untiring energy to 
secure the emancipation of conscience and the re- 
demption of humanity. The United States of Amer- 
ica has been looked upon by the world as a great 
democratic institution, whose government was purely 
secular in character and whose Constitution was a safe- 
guard from any attempts that might be made to change 
the meaning and character of the federal government. 
Whatever may hav been the feeling of constititutional 
safety held by the Freethinkers of America, they must 
not forget that in times of a national crisis constitutional 
methods are entirely discarded and overthrown, an illus- 
tration of which is afforded by the late Civil War. 

The Constitution of a country stands as a safeguard to 
the minority, as a protection against the oppression of the 
majority that may be in power; but of late the legislat- 
ors of the United States hav shown a remarkable aptitude 
for discarding the Constitution altogether from their de- 
liberations. This sense of security, or constitutional 
safety, nolonger prevails, for while the Freethinkers as 
a body hav shown such indifference upon national issues, 

‘the orthodox people hav been more activ in their efforts, 

and hav gradually been. forging chains to bind down the 
boasted Liberties of the American nation. The Free- 
thinkers of this country will remember the many 
attempts that hay been made, within the last few years, 
to amend the Constitution in a manner directly csl- 
culated to incorporate in the laws of the federal govern- 
ment enactments that should distinctly recognize the 
Christian system of religion as our national religion, and 
sought by the law of the Jand to enforce an observance of 
that religion upon all alike. In this respect I hav only 
to remind you of the effort of the God-in-the-Constitution 
party, and the several attempts to enact religious laws, 
instanced by the introduction into Congress of the Blair 
Sunday bill and the Blair Educational bill; and further- 
more, I would wish you to bear in mind that these bills 
were defeated by a small majority. I cite these instances 
merely to remind you of the ever increasing activity of 
the church to control, for their own purposes, our 
national legislature; and to show also the pressing neces- 
sity of organized action upon the part of Freethinkers to 
resist and oppose them. 

The efforts of the church party to change the secular 
character of our government had not met with much suc- 
cess, except, perhaps, in certain localities by the enact- 
ment of Sunday-observance laws through the assemblies 
of certain states; but even these cannot be enforced 
rigidly without spirited opposition by individuals, and 
even societies, who are opposed to any such laws. But 
at length, by persistent effort, they met with success 
when, by extensiv lobbying at Washing on, by forge 
petitions and perjury of the grossest kind, they induced 
Congress, during the session of 1892, to enact a law 
closing the World’s Fair on Sunday. The methods 
resorted to in order to accomplish this, though vile in the 
extreme, served to gain their end, and with them “the 
end justified the means.” Throughout the earlier part 
of this controversy the Freethinkers were apparently 
contented over the matter. They felt sure that Congress 
would never violate the national Constitution, so com- 
parativly nothing was done to oppose the step and Con- 
gress asserted itself greater than the Constitution, for it 
violated the spirit and letter of that document by enact- 
ing and declaring it a law of the land that the World’s 
Fair should be closed on Sunday. 

It was then that the promoters cf the Federation, fully 
alive to the dangers that menaced the nation from all 
sides, at the hands of priestcraft, determined at once to 
establish an organization of Freethinkers for purely po- 
litical purposes, a step which had frequently been urged 
by the leaders of our party for years past. They realized 
that no lasting good would ever be accomplished by sim- 
ply calling together Freethinkers in convention, and 
passing resolution after resolution without laying down 
a sure foundation to carry on the work effectivly and 
well. Congress ignored all our resolutions. In most in- 
stances, they were never heard of more when the meeting 
which passed them had dispersed. We felt that our 
work lay in Washington. We must go to the national 
capital, to the legislature itself, and compel the repre- 
sentativs to giv ear to the voice of the people. The influ- 
ence we possessed must be there, and kept up by a con- 
tinual warfare against church politics at the ballot-box. 

We felt that the Freethought party. to be successful, 
must be a voting party, and use the suffage we ourselves 
possess, in a manner calculated to benefit us as a whole, 
and not in an individual sense. 

These sentiments were held not by ourselvs alone, but 
by the greatest living representativs of Freethought in 
America. In proof of this I will refer you to a sympo- 
sium of Liberalism, published in the Truth Seeker An- 

-nual for 1889. In that symposium a series of fourteen 
questions, affecting the greatest interests of our cause, 
were propounded to the leaders of the party. It is 
only one of these questions that J shall speak of here, 
and which will corroborate the statements I hav made, 
and justify us inthe course we hav adopted. The seventh 
question was, ‘‘Should Liberals vote on Liberal issues?” 
The answer given to this query by the greatest repre- 


sentativ of Freethought in America, Col. Robert G. 
Ingersoll, is as follows: 


‘*T think that, other things being anywhere near equal, 
Liberals should vote for men who believe in liberty, men 
who believe in giving to others the rights they claim for 
themselvs; that is to say, for civilized men, for men of 
some breadth of mind. Liberals should do what they 
can to do away with all the theological absurdities.” 

Helen H. Gardener says: ‘‘ Most assuredly, if they are 
persons or citizens.” 

Samuel P. Putnam: ‘‘Liberals should always vote on 
Liberal issues.” 

Charles Watts: ‘‘ Yes, for by so doing they can make 
themselvs felt politically. Politics properly understood 
are means to an end, that end being the possession by the 
people of their rights as citizens.” 

E. A. Stevens: ‘‘ Certainly, if they do not, they are not 
Liberals. The only difficulty would be to define satis- 
factorily what are ‘ Liberal issues.’ ” 

Parker Pillsbury: ‘‘Surely, if they may write and 
speak upon them. I donot see why not.” 

Robert C. Adams: ‘‘ Liberals should vote on Liberal 
issues, and procure as many partial reforms as possible, 
even though their full desires may not be attainable.” 

. D. Shaw: *‘ By all means.” 

F. M. Holland: ‘‘There seems to be no excuse fora 
Liberal who does not vote regularly and take all possible 
pains to find out how the candidates stand on Liberal 
issues.” 

Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr.: ‘It is yet somewhat premature 
to endeavor to force Liberal issues (the Nine Demands) 
into politics and while other important issues predom- 
inate, it is not practicabie to get Liberals to vote asa 
unit. 

Lucy N. Colman: ‘‘Wherever there are ten persons, or 
even five, who agree upon five points, they would find 
their strength much increased by organization, and if 
they believe in voting at all, they should vote on Liberal 
issues. 

J. H. Burnham: ‘‘ £ do not understand what is meant 
in this question, and hence cannot place myself on record. 
Liberals should vote on all questions when principle is 
involved in that vote.” 

L. K. Washburn: ‘‘Liberals ought to vote as they 
think.” 

Ella Gibson: ‘‘I will pass that over, as I cannot vote, 
by saying, I think they should never vote for men and 
measures that they know are directly opposed to Liberal- 
ism. 

Susan H. Wixon: ‘‘ Upon what issues should Liberals 
vote, if not upon Liberal ones? It should be considered 
not only a privilége, but a bounden duty, to sustain by 
ballot all Liberal and unsectarian projects that aim for 
the true elevation of the people.” . 

John Peck: ‘‘ At the present time we should lose more 
than we would gain. Increased burdens require increased 
strength—we must not try to do too much at once.” 

W. 8. Bell: ‘‘I hav no interest in politics.” 

: Mrs. M. A. Freeman: *‘ In this republic the ballot is 
the expression of individualism, The voice of the ballot 
is the voice of the people. Said Thomas Jefferson: ‘If 
the people are silent under oppression it is lethargy—the 
forerunner of death to public liberty.’ The people, then, 
should always speak, and on the side of liberty—the Lib- 
erals should organize anew party with the Nine Demands 
for its platform.” . 

Dr. Juliet H. Severance: ‘‘They should vote on Lib- 
eral issues, if at all. The laws are the means used to pre- 
vent the freedom of speech, of the press, of transit by 
mail, right of occupation on Sunday, and other aggressiv 
mfringements upon Liberty, of which we so justly com- 
plain. ; 

Elmina D. Slenker: ‘‘ What is a'vote but expressing 
one’s opinion publicly? Should not Liberals then, by all 
means, vote on Liberal issues? I say, yes, every time.” 

John R. Kelso: ‘* I do think that Liberals should vote 
on Liberal issues.” 

G. H. Dawes: ‘‘ Liberals should vote on Liberal issues, 
if they expect to get equal rights with the Christian.” 

Thus we see that of the twenty-four Liberal leaders, 
twenty of them urged the necessity of Liberals voting on 
Liberal issues, and one of them even urged the necessity 
of a new Freethought political party. There is now no 
question as to the necessity of such an organization, for 
if rightly used, it will giv the Liberals the opportunity 
they desire to vote on Liberal issues With this object 
in view a meeting of Freethinkers was called in this city, 
on September 4th, 1892. That meeting was well attended, 
and several of the states in close proximity to Illinois 
were represented. At that meeting the Federation was 
duly and formally organized without one dissentient 
voice, its objects and principles were declared, its officers 
duly elected, and from that day its work commenced. 
The result of its labors since that time hav been very sat- 
isfactory to those at its head, owing to the noble and 
generous support it has received throughout the country, 
and I trust that in giving you this report of our year’s 
work, you will find much therein to meet with your ap- 
probation. 

Following immediately upon the adjournment of that 
meeting, preparations were commenced for the president 
of the Federation to conduct in its behalf an activ cam- 
paign at the national capital, to try and induce Congress 
to repeal the clause in the World’s Fair Appropriation 
Bill, closing the gates of that institution on the so-called 
Sabbath. The president labored incessantly while in 
Washington, both by argument before the Congressional 
committee, and by the distribution of Freethought po- 
litical literature. With lectures around the district his 
labors at Washington extended overs period of three 
months, and our warmest thanks are tendered to those 
generous hearts who so nobly responded to our appeals 
for financial aid, and which enabled him to conduct his 
part in that great and memorable fight for constitutional 
rights. Though unsuccessful in our main object, still 
valuable work was done there, for it has raised up agreat 
and ever increasing agitation against church or religious 
legislation. In order to assist the president in his work, 
your secretary immediately commenced a tour throughout 
the United States, with several thousand petition sheets, 
against closing the World’s Fair on Sunday. To these 
about twelve thousand signatures were secured and 
promptly forwarded to the president, who in turn pre- 
sented them before the proper authorities. f 

The president’s work at Washington did not cease until 
Congress itself had adjourned, and though not thoroughly 


satisfied with the results thereof, he left the battle ground 
with feelings of contentment over a bounden duty done. 
We went into this fight because we believed we were. in 
the right and we could not turn our backs toward the 
enemy because they were more powerful and better 
equipped than we. The Federation never wavered for 
an instant. We resolved to fight whether we won or 
lost. Five thousand of the World’s Fair Leaflets, pub- 
lished by the Truth Seeker Company, were purchased by 
the Federation and distributed at our meetings, and cir- 
culated throughout the various towns and cities along 
our line of travel. Being now fully aroused to the dan- 

ers that surrounded our rights as citizens of this repub- 
ic, and learning that some few local elections along our 
line of travel had yet to take place, we resolved to con- 
centrate all our efforts in that direction. The success 
gained by Liberals in“ the field of polities where the 
principles of the Federation hay been employed has been 
very satisfactory indeed. In Crookston, Minn., the Free- 
thinkers hav been singularly successful. We hav astrong 
auxiliary of the Federation in this Northweste:n town, 
comprised of the most enterprising business men to be 
found therein, whom we confidently hope may achieve 
greater victories yet in their future labors. In this dis- 
trict, the Congressman isa Freethinker, also the judge 
of the district court, the prosecuting attorney, the deputy 
treasurer, and several others of the county officials; this 
has been accomplished by an heroic few, who labored 
without ceasing for the supremacy of their principles and 
for just rights toall. This shows what Freethinkers may 
accomplish as a political power, by perseverance and de- 
termination. , 

Perhaps the greatest achievement of our labors, 
in this line of work, was in the town of Selma. Cal. 
I gave three lectures in this place, in March of this year.. 
While there, it came to my knowledge that an election, 
for the purpose of incorporating the township, was to 
take place on the day following. It was regarded as a' 
scheme concocted by the Methodist Church for the sole 
purpose of obtaining entire control in the town. Learn- 
ing this, I at once centered all my energies against the 
church, urging the electors not to giv their votes to the 
church candidates, should the vote for incorporation 
pass. The vote did pass, the church got her candidates 
into the political arena, but only to meet with a disastrous 
failure and a crushing defeat, for not one on its whole 
ticket was elected. This was success, sure and certain, 
and one which may be kept up, provided the Freethink- 
ers will only stand together, and vote for Liberal issues. 

: In various other parts of the country the Freethinkers 
are in a good position for effective political work, in 
the states of Washington, Colorado, Kansas, Illinois, and 
others. A sufficient. reason exists why we shouid con- 
tinue in our present work persistently and well; and in 
but a few years, we may hold a larger part of the balance 
of political power in the country, and eventually be abl 
to turn the tide of a national election. The present is a 
favorable opportunity for the realization of our hopes. 
The gradual disintegration of political parties affords us 
the greatest possible opening for carrying our plans to a 
successful issue. ; 

: In addition to this work, the president and myself 
hav traversed the entire country, from the Atlantic to the 
Pacific, from the borders of Canada in the North to the 
Indian river in the South. During our travels we 
secured members for the Federation in nearly every 
state and territory. In some instances our most sanguin 
expectations hav been surpassed, and in others we hav 
met with slight disappointments—not that no members, 
but because no more, could be secured. The Federation 
has now a grand membership of 3,487, all pledged to pro- 
mote its interests and to assist in the realization of its 
hopes. Of these the golden state of California heads the 
list with 903; Iowa comes next with 374; Illinois, 359; 
Colorado, 213; Washington, 182; New York, 181; Minne- 
sota, 165; Connecticut, 141; Kansas, 109; Indiana, 97; 
Oregon, 168; Ohio, 91; Idaho, 82; Pennsylvania, 77; 
Nebraska, 55; Utah, 77; Tennessee, 49; Missouri, 42; 
Maine, 88; North Dakota, 22; Montana, 32; Arkansas, 
19; Texas, 38; New Mexico, 8; Virginia, 3; Florida, 2; 
Maryland, 2; Massachusetts, 1; New Jersey, 1; New 
Hampshire, 1; British Columbia, 3. í . 

This roll of membership, mustering nearly. three and a 
half thousands, gathered together in one year, should be 
regarded as a good omen by those who may succeed us, 
and may by good work in the fields among the friends of 
our cause be doubled, if not trebled, during the ensuing 
year; and at the election of 1896 we may with good taste 
select the candidate whom we will support for national 
honors. 

In addition to the five thousand World’s Fair leaflets, 
the Federation has also published and distributed free of 
cost one thousand pamphlets on Liberal political organi- 
zation, by Mr. Putnam; one thousand circulars on the 
Freethought Federation; and two thousand copies of Mr. 
Putnam’s argument before the Congressional committee 
at Washington, entitled, ‘‘Holydays and Holidays.” 
This literature has in the main been distributed by mail 
to those of our friends who hav so generously contributed 
to the funds of the Federation. Since our return to 
Chicago, in May last, we hav, with the exception of a 
few lectnres given in the East, directed our attentions to 
the present Congress up to this present time. 

In concluding this renort, I may say that the prospects 
are exceedingly, bright for the better success of the Fed- 
eration. We hav endeavored, to the best of our ability, - 
to fulfil the promises we hav made, and faithfully per- 
form the responsible duties imposed upon us by our ac- 
ceptance of office. Whether such performance is satis- 
factory to the members of the Federation or otherwise, 
they alone must be the judges. a í 


Respectfully submitted, 5 
Joun R. CHARLESWORTH, Bec'y... 


The report was accepted, on motion of E. A. 
Stevens, with unbounded satisfaction, after which- 
the treasurer’s report was read, as follows : 


TREASURER’S REPORT. f 


In furnishing you with this report of the financi 
standing of the Federation, I am pleased to say that, 
since its inauguration on the 4th of September last, -it 
has met with a generous support from the hands of its 
members and friends. I am also pleased to note the 
quick response which its members hay made to our ap- 
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peals, a fact which alone has conduced toward the work 
it has successfully accomplished. 

As the names of individual subscribers, together with 
the amounts subscribed, hav been published in the Lib- 
eral journals from time to time, I hay deemed it advisa- 
ble in this report to givin condensed form a financial 
statement of its receipts and expenditures month by 
month. I would say, however, that if anyone having 
subscribed to the Federation whose name has not yet 
been published, will only inform us of the fact, we will 
rectify the matter immediately. But in the case of the 
special fund, given to the president to aid him in his 
work at Washington, I hav made out a full and separate 
list of the subscribers, together with the amounts they 
hav subscribed for the purpose of publication, as this had 
not as yet been done. 

The following are the receipts and expenses of the 
Federation month by month.. During the month of 
September, 1892, the receipts were: 


Sept. Receipts..........$48 54| Apr. Balance on hand$52 11 
Disbursements.. 46 94 Subscriptions.... 9 45 


Balance..... 1 60 Total...... 61 56 


Disbursements.. 54 15 
Oct. Balance on hand 1 60 epee 
Balance.... 7 41 


Subscriptions.... 80 75 
Total...... 32 85|May. Balanceonhand 7 41 
Disbursements.. 2 63 Subscriptions.... 59 50 
Balance.... 29 72| , Total...... 66 91 
Disbursements.. 25 00 
Nov. Balanceon hand 29 72 Tees 
Subscriptions. ... 83 32 Balance.... 41 91 
Total......113 04| Jun. Balanceon hand 41 91 
Disbursements .135 61 Subscriptions. ... 57 00 
SORA Total...... 98 91 
Balance due...... 22 57 Disbursements. 43 33 
Dec. Subscriptions ... 70 78 Balance 55 58 

Disbursements.. 33 60 
Balance due...... 22 57 July Me eet ier a 
Total indebtedness 56 17 Total......197 83 
Subscribtions.... 70 78 ` Disbursements..128 52 
! Indebtedness... . 56 17| Balance.... 69 31 
Balance..... 14 61/ Aug. palse on hand G9 81 
ubscriptions....149 50 
Jan., 1898. Balance casas fe 
- on hand......... 14 61 Total......218 81 
Subscriptions... 29 00 Disbursements.. 93 00 
Total...... 43 61 Balance..:.125 81 

9 00 


Disbursements.. 
. Sep. Balance on hand 125 81 


Balance.... 34 61 Subscriptions....260 17 

Feb; Balance on hand 34 61 Total......885 98 

Subscriptions.... 17 75 Disbursements..224 01 

Total...... 52 36 Balance...161 97 
Disbursements.. 25 

——| The total receipts from 

Balance...: 52 11|September 4th, 1892, to 


September 238d, 1893, hav 
been: 

Receipts..........953 01 
Total disbursements 

for same time..796 01 


Mar. Balance on hand 52 11 


Subscriptions. ... 


Disbursements.. 
Balance on hand up to 
Balance.... Sept. 28, 1823...169 97 


Of these disbursements the sum of $135.33 has been 
spent in the publication of Freethought literature, as 
given in the report of the secretary. This literature has 
all been distributed free of cost, both by mail and ex- 
press. It has, for the most part, been distributed 
through the secretary’s office, the cost of which, together 
with postage stamps, wrappers, cards, express charges, 
etc., has amounted to $97.99. In addition to this a further 
sum of $200 has been given to the secretary for four 
months’ work in Chicago, while arranging and organiz- 
ing this Congress; aleo the sum of $50 for his expenses 
consequent upon the organization of the Federation in 
September last, making a total to secretary of $347.99. 
The cost for the president’s office, for postage and general 
expenses, has been $52 60. The cost of treasurer’s office 
has.been as follows: hls, 
For POstage......cccscsccossesssseccsssecesscccese senses seeceeeasees $ 8 59 
Exchange on CheCKS..............0.ccceseesseceeceeeseeeseeeeees 
Book and letter file........c.c..c.cssccesescsecsaceeresssscecene 1 50 
Hall rent and advertising meeting for Sept. 4, 1892. 13 25 


The Federation has contributed toward the expenses 
of this Congress the sum of $85. There has also been 
expended for' Federation badges the sum of $60, and a 
further sum of $5 for a press seal. For office rent in 
Chicago, $24; for printing, stationery, etc.—such as 
letter-heads and envelopes—$36. 75; for sundries, $41.23. 
These sundries including gold paper seals, large en- 
velopes, ink, and other articles of stationery. 

The financial support given to us is very satisfactory in- 
deed, and we trust that the expenditure of the moneys 
intrusted to our hands has been carried out in a manner 
satisfactory to you. With a cash -balance in hand of 
$161.97, we are able to commence the new year with 
better prospects than the last, and we hope to continue 
in the line of work we hav adopted, which, by your con- 
tinued support, we will do thoroughly and well. 

Respectfully submitted, Gro. L. ROBERTSON, 


SPECIAL FUND FOR PUTNAM AT WASHINGTON, D, O. 


W. B. Clark...........5 $2 00 | W. B. Bowers.......... 1 00 
F. D. Rexford......... 8 00| H. Jones.............c000 1 00 
J. D. Powers............ 5 00| D. ©. McKillip......... 25 
Chas. ©. Janny.......... 10 00| R. E. Dunphy.......... 1 00 
Liberals of Blackhawk 10 00 | Waler Bros. & Co...... 25 
‘Andrew Beveridge.... 2 00}G. H. Purdy ............ 2 00 
Dr, Wetmore............ 5 00;8S. Brewer................ 1 00 
E. Wickersham ........ « 1 00| Dexter K. Oole......... 5 00 


Eli Taylor................ 1 00| Mrs: C. Schofield..... 1 00 
Jobn T. Dewitt......... 5 00 į Jobn A. Caider......... 5 00 
Wm. Oase .............05 10 00| E. H. Ralston........... 2 00 
Mrs. Burns.............. 5 00| John Vernon............ 2 00 
W. W. West.............. 5 00| W. Whittick............. 5 00 
Mr. Carpenter.......... 1 00| H. L. Wilson............ 1 00 
Jos. Haigh................ H. Wettstein............ 1 00 
J. Deming......... ii H. T. Ebers..........0. 2 50 
John Johnson. J. S. Martin............. 2 00 
Mrs. John Fisher....... Robert Gunther ....... 2 00 
Mrs. Wm. Higgin- Temps, Arizona, Lib- 
botham................s. 1 00 00 
Abram Schell............ 5 00 ; 
Dell Barker.............. 1 00 00 
Mrs. M. Pefferle....... 1 00 
J. M. Doan............... 1 00 
J. D. Bernardi........... 2 00} F. Schornhost.......... 1 00 
Ralph Helm.............. 8 00| Mrs. L. P. Langly.... 1 00 
J. T. Johnson ........ . 5 00|J. M. Hubbard......... 1 00 


d 
l H. M. Fish 
5 00 


B. B. Rockwood....... 
P. Greville..............6 2 50 
Mr. Cooper...........0:.+ 8 50 
J. Hudson............0.06 1 00|G. Hogan................. 1 00 
N. B. Parnell............ 20 00; J. Robinette............. 1 00 
O. T. Davis...........0..6 10 00 | Minneapolis Liberals 9 00 
John Bumbacker ...... 500) Be Mieciics cc cecsieszecsess 1 00 
Mabel W. Tarbell.....: 10 00 | Denver Liberals....... 12 00 
E. A. White ............ . 1 00; Reno Liberals.......... 5 00 
Mrs. De Lespinasse... 2 00} Missoula Liberals..... 7 00 
Peter Fletcher.......... 2 00/J. W. Long............. 5 00 
Jonn C. Blaidsell...... 1 00) Mr. Fergus.............. 5 00 
©. W. Crosby........... 1 00 
Daniel Crosby.......... 2 00 
J, L. Larkin............ 1 00 
H. P. Anderson ....... 2 00 
Thomas Scott. .......... 5 00 
J. Vostrovosky ......... 5 00 
S. Sharp...............06. 10 00 
Nellie Newkirk......... 1 00 
M. 8. Palmer... . 500 
R. Peterson... 25 00 
M. H. Coffin . 1 00 
Palouse Liberal: 5 25 
Geo. N. Adams 10 00 
J. H, Dibble. 1 00 
P. Schwartz 5 00 
John Kane 2 00 
T. J. Griffin... 25 
Ed. Wegner............. 5 00} John E. Jones.. 2 00 
R. W. Barcroft......... 5 00|M. A. Hewitt .. 2 00 
Mrs. S. M. Brady..... 1 00) C. H. Crosby............ 1 00 
Mrs. S. B. Miller...... 2 00| H. 8. Crosby............ 1 00 
L. Moffit..........0..66 5 00;J. B. Johnson........... 1 00 
H. L. Boyes.............. 2 00| Dr. E. B. Foote, Sr... 5 00 
A. Brickman..........,. 2 50 — 
G. Dickman.............. 1 00 Total............. -- $509 00 
H. P. Brands........ 1 00 
DISBURSEMENTS ON SPECIAL FUND. 
Stationary and StamMp8......sesssseseosses. $18 25 
Express charges..........eesesseesoesesreoe 3 25 


Distribution of pamphlets, ..............000s.seseeeee k 
Expenses from San Francisco to Washington....... ..125 00 
For printing pamphlets. ..........eo...osososcoesssooossesso.o 28 00 
Samuel P. Putnam’s expenses for three months at 
Washington ........ccccecccees Rescate Siceascessese sce ....887 50 


Total... kirii EE PEENE $509 00 


The treasurer’s report was accepted without re- 
ference, and Treasurer Robertson was thanked for 
his services. The Liberals of Boulder, Col., 
specially mentioning Dr. L. Z. Coman, were also 
thanked for the banner. The banner was hung on 
the stage and excited much admiration. In response 
to a call from the audience Mr. Wakeman beamingly 
explained the significance of the letters U. M. L. 
The motto Universal Mental Liberty was first sug- 
gested in Tus Trura Szexer about ten years ago, 
and had since been generally adopted. Mr. Wake- 
man went on also to explain the Bruno Calendar, or 
era, and when he closed it was voted that the Free- 
thought Federation adopt that method of dating its 
correspondence. Three cheers were given for the 
date and the Federation. 

Next came the election of officers of the Federa- 
tion and the following were unanimously elected 
by acclamation: 

President—Samuel P. Putnam. 

Vice-Presidents—N. F. Griswold, Meriden, Conn., 
J. M. Peck, Ottumwa, Ia., Franklin Steiner, I. J. 
Porter, and B. A. Rolloson, of Delphos, O. 

Secretary—John R. Charlesworth. 

Treasurer—H. C. Reichwald, of Chicago. 

Mr. Putnam. made a neat little speech of accept- 
ance, and the meeting adjourned. 

TUESDAY AFTERNOON. 

In the afternoon, Franklin Steiner spoke his 
piece, and spoke it so well that we shall print it in 
full, soon. Mr. Steiner is filled with youthful zeal, 
and works with heart and-head. The people like 
him, and if nothing happens he has a long career of 
usefulness and honor before him. He was followed 
by A. T. Jones, the Seventh Day Adventist, who 
gave instances of Christian encroachments upon 
liberty. 

Captain Adams and T. B. Wakeman also spoke 
upon the methods of Freethought work. In the 
evening the Bohemians had the floor, with the ad- 
dition of S. P. Putnam. Mr. Zdrubeb spoke in his 
nativ tongue. J.J. Kral related in English how 
Freethought prospered in Bohemia, and the Edel- 
weiss Zither Club and the Bohemian orchestra filled 


the hall with sweet harmony, under the influence of 
which Mr. Putnam made the speech of the Con- 
gress on “The Rights of Man.” In introducing, 
Captain Adams gracefully said that in him the. 
Liberals had a great combination—poet, author, 
orator, organizer—and that, contrary to an old 
adage, he did all things well. It was owing to him 
that the Congress was the rousing success it was. 
Aided by his able Lieutenant Charlesworth, he had 
engineered it and the credit was due to him. And 
as between the two organizations, he said the only 
rivalry that should exist was the rivalry of effectiv 
service. 

Owing either to the music or the splendid au- 
dience, or perhaps to nativ genius, Mr. Putnam 
made this evening the most impassioned and ora- 
torical address of the Congress. His words went 
home to the hearts of his hearers, and’ he was 
wildly cheered. But his speech was by no means 
exclusivly sound. The solid matter was there, and 
what he said impressed the audience vividly and 
deeply. It was full of facts as one of A. T. Jones's, 
with the logic of Watts, and an eloquence all his 
own. It should be a campaign document for the 
Federation, and we will print it soon. 

WEDNESDAY. 

Wednesday was Woman’s Day, and completely 
did women fill it. There was not aman on the 
platform, and the only service the despised biped 
could render the ladies was to loan them hats with 
which to take up a collection. Mrs. Severance oc- 
cupied the chair most of the time, and was a much 
more severe ruler than Captain Adams, or Mr. 
Putnam, or Mr. Waite. The speakers all wore 
dresses, had charming manners, and interspered 
their denunciations of man with considerable sense. 
It is to be regretted, however, that when the 
women—that is, the majority of them—do get up 
to say something, they will not go straight 
ahead with their work instead of devoting the 
greater portion of their time to the side issue of 
male depravity. If man is really the horrible 
creature they picture him, the world would be full 
of old maids and bachelors rather than filled with 
millions of happy homes. 

Mattie P. Krekel and Katie Kehm Smith did not 
attend, much to the regret of all. Susan H. Wixon, 
Lillie D. White, Voltairine de Cleyre, Mrs. M. 
A. Freeman, Sarah Ames, and Mrs. Webb were 
the speakers. Miss Wixon kept straight to the 
point, and told what progress woman has made in 
the past four hundred years. Mrs. White’s ad- 
dress was upon the “Coming Woman,” and Mrs. 
Severance talked about marriage, to the grief of 
many, who objected to her plain words. Miss 
Wixon’s address will be given to our readers just 
as soon as space permits. Voltairine de Cleyre’s 
address on Mary Wollstonecraft, the apostle of 
Woman’s Freedom, was 2 fine tribute, and deserves 
a wider circulation than the walls of Henschel’s 
academy. 

THURSDAY MORNING. 

The Secular Union used the morning session for 
its regular annual meeting. The secretary read her 
report, containing several covert attacks upon the 
Federation, which was in very bad taste, as the 
Federation had done nothing to deserve such 
treatment. The work done during the past year 
bad been the organization of a mass meeting in . 
Chicago, anent Sunday closing of the Fair, the dis- 
tribution of several circulars, and the writing of 
fifty or sixty letters to papers. Future work, the 
secretary thought, should be in favor of church tax- 
ation and against Sunday laws. The secretary said 
the Union had no enemies but the Christians, and 
ought to prosper. 

Otto Wettstein read the treasurer’s report, 
showing receipts of $619.85 and expenditures of 
$484.33. . The report was referred to an auditing 
committee, which did not report. The treasurer 
thought that considering that this was the first 
year the Union had had a competitor, it had done 
well. 

Mr. Waite reported as his part of the work the 
writing of a letter to the Senate, which he was will- 
ing to read. Upon request he did so. 

Mr. Waite said he did not want to be president 
again, but upon unanimous request of all present, 
the old officers were reélected. 

After this business had been concluded, to the 
great satisfaction of everybody, Otto Wettstein 
read an address, which we shall print in extenso. 
It wouldn’t hav been Otto if he had not poked his 
Spiritualist brethren in the ribs, but they will hav 
a chance to hit back, and Mr. Perry can prepare 
the materials for his warpaint. 

(REPORT OF CONGRESS CONTINUED NEXT WEEK.) 
Se 

Readers will aid the cause by forwarding us. 
names of their friends who might be interested in, 
sample copies of Tur Taura SEEKER. 
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Doetters of Giriends. 


The Dear Old Truth Seeker. 
Paxton, ILL., Sept. 30, 1893. 
Mr. Epitor: I send postal note for $3 
to renew my subscription to the dear old 
.TruTH Serger. Please send to 
REUBEN NEwEIRE. 


A Good Example. 

GRANITE, Mont., Sept. 17, 1893. 
Mr. Epitor: Inclosed please find postal 
note for $3, and twenty-five cents in 
stamps, for which please renew my sub- 
scription to Tar TRUTH SEEKER and send 

‘‘ Crimes of Preachers,” and oblige, 
Omas. C. MITCHELL. 


` Home For Aged Liberals. 

Sr. Lovis, Mo., Sept. 21, 1893. 
Mr. Epyror: I see in Tue TRUTH 
SEEKER of recent date a proposition to 
build a home for aged Liberals. If such 
a home should be commenced I will giv 
$25, providing the home be managed al- 

ways by a Liberal. Jonn M. ANDERSON. 


Clerical Half Fares. 


Newark, N. J., Sept. 1, 18938" 

Mr. Envrror: If you are searching for 
the truth, here is a blank form that should 
be an eye opener for the poor laboring 
mechanic. 

Why should these clergymen ride for 
half fare on all the railroads, so long as 
there is no half pay pew rents? Oh! poor 
mechanic; he is bled on both sides of this 
creedism; when will he wake up ? 

Yours truly, COMMERCIAL TRAVELER. 


Young Men’s Christian Association 
Beaten. 

Denver, Cor., Sept. 12, 18938. 
Mr. Eprtor: In an article or editorial of 
September 9th, headed, ‘‘ Everything 
Christian Trying to Shirk Taxes,” you say: 
“And the property of the Young Men’s 
Christian Arsociation will probably notaid 
the revenues of the state in the foture.” 
Having been a member of the Ninth Gen- 
eral Assembly, I am in a position to state 
that while the bill spoken of passed the 
Senate, it was ‘‘killed ” in the house by a 

handsome majority. CHARLES Ror. 


Was Born An Agnostic, 
PETALUMA, CAL., Sept. 16, 1893. 
Mr. Environ: Inclosed please find $1.50 
for Tue Trotu SEEKER for six months. I 
like the paper very well. I was born an 
Agnostic ima most superstitious country, 
the north of Italy. From infancy I could 
not believe that a God could be so cruel as 
to send people that he had created to hell. 
My spirit, if I hav any spirit, rebelled, and 
in place of loving him I sincerely hated all 
forms of Gods and Holy Ghosts, and par- 
ticularly the traitor, Pius IX. 
Yours truly, as a friend of liberty, 
JOSEPH BARALLI. 


Push the Sale of Freethought Literatnre. 
OLay CENTER, Kans., Sept. 12, 1893. 

Mr, Epiror: The books I ordered came 
to hand O. K. Accept thanks. I am still 
making an effort to take orders for ‘‘Old 
Testament Stories,” and sell Freethought 
literature. 

At present it is pretty hard times finan- 
cially, and difficult to sell anything. But 
later on the farmers will hav to sell grain, 
etc., and that will pot more money in cir- 
culation, and then a person will stand a 
better chance to sell books. Selling Free- 
thought literature throughout the country 
does a wonderful deal of good for univer- 
sal mental liberty, as it is destroying the 
Christian religious superstition. Rev. H. 
B. Venvum of Industry, Kans., especi- 
ally, can testify to that effect, as. he is 
losing from his little fiock right along, 
and not adding any to it. J. B. Wiss. 


Farm Produets are Cheaper in Kansas 
than in New York, 
Hazeruton, Kan., July 15, 1893. 

Mr. Enprtor: Inclosed find postal order 
for $6. ‘Extend my subscription one year, 
nnd enter M. A. Reynolds as a subscriber 
to the Truth Seeker Monthly Library. 
Our financial system must be changed 
goon, or we Cannot pay taxes much longer 
on our land. 

We are delivering our wheat at the depot 
for forty cents per bushel. Eggs and 


two cents per pound for live fowls. 
returned them to the yard, but might as 
well hav delivered them, as we cannot eat 
them. We cannot sell anything for money 
unless ata great sacrifice. 
blessing to the human family if every 
grain of gold and every national bank 
were off the earth. They are in company 
with the churches. 
dog. 


zle to me to know just how to solve the 
question of the Trinity, ‘‘ Three in one 
and one in three,” but at last I hav seen 
the problem solved beyond a question of 
doubt. 
morning, to see an anatomical operation 
performed on an immense cat-fish. He 
was decapitated, his body laid open to 
view, and it was soon learned that he 
had but lately swallowed a large fish for 
an early morning meal, and fish No. 2 
also had relieved the sea of a still smaller 
fish, probably for his supper the night be- 
fore. 
smaller than the old fish story of the 
Trinity, yet contains a little natural truth, 
while the old one seems rather too much 
of a fish story for one not filled with ig- 
norant faith to believe. 


father or the son or the other fellow, I 
know not, yet there was three in one, and 
the outer one might hav represented three. 


tinue sending your good paper (at the ex- 
Piration of which I expect to be able to do 
a little better). 


there are about five hundred thousand 
men idle in New York and Chicago alone, 
unable to support their families. 
suggest that these unemployed petition 
Mr. Jehovah to direct his son, 
Christos, to pay a daily visit to these cities 
and feed the hungry on a few loaves and 
fishes until the crisis is over. 
five thousand men, besides women and 
children, on five loaves and two fishes, five 
hundred bakers in those two cities could 
easily be found to donate one loaf daily 
for his lordship’s son to feed these five 
hundred thousand unemployed and their 
wives and children. 
fragments —about twelve thousand—would 
be good food for their goats, cats, dogs, 
chickens, etc., and all would be happy. 
And just think how many of these thou- 
sands of unbelieving Thomases would thus 
be converted, 
would be deprived of a good deal of fue] 
for his patent furnace. 


butter, both good and fresh, are ten cents 
per dozen and pound in goods. One week 
ago this day they offered Mrs. Reynolds 
She 


more influence with my family than I 
had, who raised and supported them, 
drove me from home, and I am now afloat 
on my own hook. 

I think this is the best field for your 
works I ever saw. James KENNEDY. 


A Preacher Wants to Know. 


- LEADVILLE, CoL., Sept. 22, 1893. 
Mr. Enrtor: Please find inclosed news- 
paper clipping, which goes to prove what 
Freethinkers hav always claimed—that 
ministers know very little about things in 
general: 


The following letter was sent out by Dr. 
Tupper this week to some twenty leading 
citizens of Denver: 

“ Denver, Sept. 13, 1893. 

‘“* My Dear Sir: At the request of rep- 
resentativ business men of our city, I shall 
speak at the First Baptist Church on the 
evening of September 24th, on, ‘The 
Bright Side of Our Present and Future.’ 

‘It would gratify me to receive from 
you, a8 well as from a few other of our 
citizens, any information which might aid 
in making my address effectiv. ill you 
kindly answer early, as fully as your time 
may permit, the following questions: ; 

‘1, Do you contemplate with hope Col- 
orado’s future? 


“2, On what do you base your answer to 
question 1? 

‘3. Were congressional legislation to go 
against silver, and our state interests be 
thus injured, on what industries must Col- 
orado rely, and what prospects hav these 
industries? 


‘4, What of the future of Denver in 
particular?” 


—Denver Times, Sept. 16, 1893. 
. Now, here is a man who is going to 
preach about the hard times, and he hasn’t 
got sense enough or talent enough to make 
a decent address without sending out a 
circular to the business men in order to 
get enough pointers to make people believe 
he is greatly interested in their welfare. 
Tf he was-rightly interested for the good 
of the people he would know how to make 
an address without the assistance of any- 
one. Freethought lecturers are and hav 
been addressing the people on the silver 
question, and do it on the impulse of the 
moment, and make a good speech. Now, 
why can’t any other person who has a fair 
education do the same? In closing I will 
say Good luck to Tux Truru SerKeR, which 
I buy every week from the newsdealer 
here. I should hav said good luck to all 
Freethinkers and all their journals. 
J. C. SUTHERLAND. 


It would be a 


God help the bottom 
A. B, REYNOLDS. 


The Trinity Solved. 


SAN ANTONIO, Tex., March 19, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: It has always been a puz- 


I chanced to be present, this 


While this is a fish story, it is 


Which one of the trio of fishes was the 


Verily I believe. A. D. 8. 


A Splendid Miracle Suggested. 


New Orrrans, La., Sept. 30, 1893. 
Mr. Eprrog: For inclosure please con- 


Times are still very hard, and I see 


I would 


Mr. 


If he fed 


Labor Should Recognize Its Real“ 
Enemy. 
Fort Worta, Trx., Sept. 11, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: My countryman, Mr. H. 
Sandberg, in last week’s TRUTH SEEKER 
ventures to criticise Robert G. Jngersoll 
for defending the poor Chinese. Un- 
doubtedly it is difficult to liv in California 
without imbibing some of the prevalent 
prejudice against the Chinese. Brother 
Sandberg in his letter speaks of ‘‘ Chinese 
slave labor,” but seems to forget the great 


The basketsful of 


and Jehovah’s vis-à-vis 


quainted pretty well. 


ERWIN AUFFURTH. 


Will Shock the Young Christians, 
Paro ALTO, Car., Sept. 24, 1893. 

Mr. Epitor: 1 note your ‘Agents 
Wanted,” and I write you tora trial. I 
think I can make a go of it. I hay been 
here since April, 1892, and hav got ac- 
I get the paper 
from a dealer, who keeps it hid for me, 
as he is afraid of publicity, but I now hav 
a chance to do something with it. I 
donated carpenter work toward a free 
reading room, and hav worked it out, but 
hav discovered that it is a Young Men’s 
Christian Association affair. But all 
right. I will putin all my papers just the 
same. This place is only one mile from 
the Stanford universitv, where there are 
several hundred students, and a great 
many of thom live here. We hav hada 
building boom for the past year, but 
things are winding up in that line now. 
Among the workingmen Freethought is 
uppermost, but there are some church- 
goers. I myself never even received in- 
fant baptism, consequently I am free 
from all religions. I am not contaminated 
in the least with it. It has been a curse 
to me; it broke up my family that I 
worked hard to raise, and expected a great 
bliss within my old days, but the hell on 
earth, to liv with the damnable harangue of 
parrot teachings by the preachers who had 


system of wage-slavery prevalent in the 
United States. 
jealous of each other because they belong 
to a different race or nationality? Why 
not endeavor to abolish the present system 
of wage-slavery, founded on the devil- 


Why should slaves be 


take-the-hindmost princinle, instead of op- 
pressing and abusing those whom pluto- 
cracy can a little more successfully enslave 
and rob—the Chinese? Do you not be- 


lieve in the brotherhood of man, Brother 
Sandberg ? 
ceive a just compensation for their la- 
bor. is that a reason for debarring them 


If the Chinese do not re- 


from making 2 living in this country? If 
the Chinese work for nothing almost, then 
even a poor man can afford to hire a 
servant. 

It is justice, not oppression, that we 
should advocate if the Chinese receive 
not a just compensation for their work. 
To prevent the workingman from realizing 
his true situation and from asserting his 
rights, plutocracy endeavors to draw our 
attention to the ‘‘ degraded Chinese.” 
When plutocracy is dethroned the Chinese 
question will take care of itself. 

Chinese opium is bad, and Chinese 
gambling dens are unquestionably repul- 
siv, but no more so than the Christian to- 
bacco, whisky, and gambling dens. 
far more important that we abolish opium, 
tobacco, intoxicants, gambling dens, aud 
wage-slavery than to abolish the China- 


Tt is 


man. The Chinese are far more useful to 
a country and much Jéss harmful to it 
than are the plutocrats. oe 
A. W. DELLQUFST. 


Roman Catholic Office-holders Dangerons. 
Newark, N. J., Sept 3, 1893. 

Mr. Enitor: Instead of founding a uni- 
versity or college, we had better try to in- 
crease the circulation of Tue Trutrx 
SEEKER and Investigator. I furnished a 
brick for the Jnvestigator building at Bos- 
ton. I hav helped to increase the circula- 
tion of Tae Trourn SEEKER, and hav gota 
few subscribers; but I giv timely notice, 
if those Democratic free-traders’ com- 
munications are printed in Freethought 
papers on the eve of a presidential election, 
I, for one, will withdraw my subscription 
and also my friends’.. I, for one, do not 
write politics to your paper, nor do we 
want politics or political leaders to lead 
Liberals, and any Liberal who attempts to 
lead Liberals will make a mistake. I for 
one do not forget last fall how those 
Jesuits advised the Liberals to vote’ the 
Democratic ticket. They know that Dem- 
ocracy in this country means popery, and 
those people know that the pope and the 
contents of the Vatican will be dumped in 
America, for there is no other country 
that will allow an old, snperannuated pan. 
per to rule, dictate, and rob their country. 
I hav heard people assert that Roman 
Catholic officials, holding office in New 
York city, donate millions of dollars to 
support the pope, and the Catholic priests 
openly boasted that they elected Grover 
Cleveland because Harrison’s secretary of 
the interior refused to giv any more 
money to educate Indian children in 
Romanism. Now, ‘sir, if Liberals want to 
help the pope they are welcome to vote 
the Democratic ticket or any other ticket, 
but keep their damnable politics ont of 
non-sectarian papers. They should be 
sent to the World or Times, Sun or Post. 
They are Simon-pure free-traders. Now, 
in conclusion, I hope the Democrats will 
hav free trade and free soup-houses, They 


voted for it, and they should havit. Free 
trade and free importation of pauper 
cheap labor is ruining our once 


prosperous country. The next war in this 
country will not be waged against the 
rich, but it will be against Roman Catholic, 
office-holding Democrats, who, through 
their Jesuitical leaders, colonized all our 
large cities to rule and rob the people. © 
Respectfully, W. W. Morris. 


Why Don’t We Organize? 
New Yorks, Sept. 16, 1893. 

Mr. Epiror: Every Thursday evening 
I hurry home from work to enjoy looking 
over Tun TRUTH SEEKER, anda great treat 
itis. But I would like to know what the 
Freethinkers of New York City are doing 
in the way of organizing. If we simply 
write each other letters and peruse Free- 
thought papers we cannot expect to ac- 
complish much. Organize is the word. 
Form clubs for various purposes. Some 
of the churches in this city, such as St. 
Francis Xavier, St. Monicas, etc., show 
their power and successfully attract yonng 
people by forming boat clubs, athletic, 
baseball, football, outing, and other clubs. 
Why do they do this? It attracts the young 
men and keeps them in contact with the 
church. They make a noise and the world 
knows they exist. What are the Liberals 
doing? Why don’t they come out and 
show themselvs? Fly our banners on every 
occasion. This is a great and glorious 
town wherein the Sunday-closing law is 
used to the greatest advantage. If there 
is any other place on earth that can make 
a- better (or worse) showing let us hear 
from it. The church demands the closing 
of the saloons Sundays. (The reverend 
gentlemen hav their beer and wine cellars 
stocked.) The Prohibitonist demands the 
same because he does not drink—in the 
open. The police likewise wantthe saloons 
closed (at the front) for revenue only. As 
for the liberty-loving mortals, they drink 
their beer or claret at meals as much on 
Sunday asany other day. It isa great all- 
around law that kills several birds with one 
stone, but it has its humorous side, as has 
also a little incident that occurred in a- 
restaurant I dropped into one Friday not 
long ago. An old white-haired woman, 
whose tottering steps and pinched face 
were sorrowful to see, came in begging for 
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something to eat, 
post, and, going to the kitchen, wrapped 
up a nice sandwich for her. She invoked 
the blessings of God Almighty on him and 
mumbled thanks as she left the store. But 
she was not gone long. Judging from the 
way the screen doors flew back, the loud 
voice, and the strength with which she 
threw the sandwich back on the counter, 
_ new life washers. ‘‘Shure, what do you 
take me for?” she shouted. ‘‘I’m a Cath- 
olic, I am, If you can’t giv me fish you 
can keep yer old mate.” She didn’t get 
fish. Mr. Thos. W. B. Thomson, of Wash- 
ington, in a recent letter to me suggests & 
column in Tas TRUTH SEEKER devoted to 
business pointers to Freethinkers, in this 
way putting a good many on the road to 
prosperity, which I think is a very good 
idea. 
Keep up the good work. Never weary 
in well-doing. 
Fraternally yours, 
FREDERIOK HOOHBRUNN. 


A Christian Phrenologist on Paine, 


Saur Laxe Crry, U., Mar. 12, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: On receipt of my last 
TRUTH SEEKER I carried it on a visit with 
me to my brother’s house. 


will here state that my brother, J. M. 
Thompson, is a well-read and experienced 
phrenologist. He is also a very religious 
man and a pious Mormon. 
am neither. 
not acquainted with the likeness of Paine, 
and therefore, as I covered up the name 


below it, he had no idea who the subject 
After looking at Paine’s picture a 
few moments he gave the subjoined deline- 
tion of the great patriot, as well as his 
consent to its publication in Tax FRUTH 
SEEKER, even after I told him the likeness 
I am sure your many read- 


was, 


was Paine’s. 
ers will be interested in 


PAINE’S PHRENOLOGY. 


In bodily organization this subject re- 
He is adapted to 
light and refined employment. He pos- 
sesses good recuperativ powers and greatly 
enjoys social pleasures, including or of 

e has 


sembles his mother. 


the table and the wine glass. 
great energy and force of character, 


quarrelsome when aroused, a fluent talker, 


anda brilliant writer; a man of pronounce 
opinions and ambitious to promulgate 
them, and apt to state his views in a too 
harsh and aggressiv manner. 
wonderfully close observer, always re- 
membering the faces of those he has once 
met, and readily recalls their names, 
where he has met them, and the circum- 
stances connected with the incident, so 
that, again meeting persons whom he may 
hav seen but once, he will, in five or ten 
years after, at once recognize them, call 
their names, and likely mention some in- 
cident of the first meeting, thus winning 
them to his friendship. 

I fear he leads a more or less convivial 
life. In spite of hie faults, by virtue of 
his strong social nature and those qualities 
of memory I hav just described, he wins 
most men to be his friends. 

He is full of history, and draws useful 
lessons from historical information. He 
has a full share of abstract reasoning 
powers and philosophical talent, but he 
reasons chiefly from analogy and compar- 
ison, He is preéminently a fighting critic, 
fearlessly assailing whatever is not in har- 
monv with his way of thinking. He reads 
people intuitivly and is gifted in penetrat- 
ing the motivs and intentions of others. 

Benevolence is one of his characterist- 
ics, for beneath all his force, harshness, 
and sarcasm there must be a kindly heart 
and a humanitarian purpose. ; 

With necessary training he would hav 
been a military leader, though not a gen- 
eral of the first rank. He would hav been 
successful as an engineer of military 
works. Asa civil engineer he would hay 
succeeded and skilfully managed the con- 
struction of a suspension bridge. He ap- 
preciates money values, has a decided 
commercial side to his character, and, 
under ordinary circumstances, would hav 
become a man of considerable wealth. 

He has a fair development of the relig- 
ious faculties, but the head slopes too 
rapidly from the base to crown to show 
sufficient size of the religious organs for 
them to exert a controlling influence over 
his life. As to the strength of moral 
faculties, owing to the disposition of the 
hair, I am not able to judge; but I can 
say he is a man of lofty character, and one 
not at all likely to stoop to mean or un- 


just acts. — 


The cashier left his 


While there 
the thought occurred to me to ask him his 
opinion of Thomas Paine from the por- 
trait printed in the advertisement of his 
works in the columns of this journal. I 


I may add, I 
J. M., as it happened, was 


He is a 


My brother knows very little of the life 
of Paine. That he was the author of 
several Radical books and a somewhat 
conspicuous figure in the Revolutionary 
war, is about the extent of the informa- 
tion he had of the illustrious patriot and 
reformer. He was very much, and par- 
donably, pleased when I told him that 
Paine was a civil engineer and that he 
invented the arched iron bridge. 

Yours fraternally, A. B. T. 


The Fearful Fruits of Revivalism. 


Jamestown, Pa., Feb. 20, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: Iinclose a clipping, copied 
from the Greenville Argus : 


The little town of Farmdale, O., over in 
the neighboring county of Trumbull, is 
seeing more exciting times than it has for 
years. 

For a short time an evangelist of the 
ultra type has been holding forth in Farm- 
dale. The meetings were largely attended, 
and the interest ran high. The evangelist 
was of the violent type, and succeeded in 
making some of his followers as much of 
extremists as himself. The excitement 
culminated last week when Mr. and Mrs. 
Gleason became insane on religion. About 
a year ago their son was drowned, and the 
distressing circumstance was of course a 
terrible blow to the parents. Over the 
loss of their only child the sorrow-stricken 
parents brooded until their minds were in 
a ripe condition to be carried away by 
any excitement. They were regular at- 


tendants at the meetings already referred 


to, and became absorbed in the work. 


Last week, at the same time, their minds 


gave away, and they are now raving mad. 


The passengers of the Nypamo main line 


express No. 7, known as the ‘* Bob Tail,” 


which leaves Shenango at 7:23 a.m., wit- 
nessed a sad sight Saturday morning when 
Mr. and 
Mrs. Gleason were put on board to be 
taken to the asylam at Newburg, a suburb 
of Cleveland. The unfortunate couple 
fought their attendants savagely, and had 
to be strapped to the car seats, ali the time 
shrieking and talking about religion in 


the train stopped at Burg Hill. 


general and the meetings in particular. 


A day or so after Mr. Gleason and wife 
became insane, another attendant of the 
The residents of 
the neighborhood then concluded it was 
time for the evangelist to go, and go he 


meetings went crazy. 


did, though somewhat against his will. 


He bought a ticket on the Lake Shore to 
Amasa, as if Greenville was his destina- 
tion, but took a train in the opposit di- 


rection. 


The meetings spoken of were held near 
Kinsmen Center (instead of Farmdale) in 
the Methodist church. It and the Presby- 
The whole af- 
fair is a very melancholy one, and should 
make such propagandism infamous for 
The writer has been well 
acquainted with Mr. and Mrs. Gleason for 
They were both members of 
the Methodist church, but he had began 
of course, was 
watched. Socials were held at his house; 
the clerics went there during meeting, in- 
sisting on his going, taking advantage of 
the circumstance of the loss of their only 
son last July. On the fatal evening when 
they both became raving maniacs, the 
Rev. Mr. Pollard discoursed long and fer_ 


terian are dominant there. 


ages to come. 
many years. 


to think a little and, 


vently on his own loss of children, etc., 


the whole occasion bearing fruit to the ef- 
‘fect that a once happy home is broken np 
News has 


and its inmates ruined for life. 
just came that Thompson Gleason is dead. 


What shall I say? He told me just a few 
days before he became entangled in the 
fatal maelstrom that he had read Ingersoll 
some, and would read more, but his wife 
would burn every Liberal book he brought 


How glad I feel that I said to him: 
‘Leave the church! It is a foe to all 
progress, all reform.” But it is all over 
now! You Methodists, you Presbyterians, 
what hay you been doing here for hu- 
manity for the last fifty years? Asa re- 
sult of your false hell-fire teaching a 
woman became insane and drowned three 
of her children in a spring near by. You 
failed to heed the admonition. You turned 
your backs upon the Anti-slavery apostles, 
sent among you, in the past; you are do- 
ing the same to-day to the advocates of 
Freethought and reform, and stand by 
creed and dogma as of old. Is it not time 
to call a halt? Especially you Methodists, 
your past wrongs are fearful. You turned 
your backs upon the American slave, not- 
withstanding it meant chains and dungeon, 
theft and robbery, piracy and murder, 
with all their fearful concomitants. You 


home. 


hay tried to make man the subject of fear 
and terror here, and given him the promis 
of hell hereafter. JERRY Brockway. 


Appreciated by the Vets. 


LEAVENWORTH, Kan., Sept. 10, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: Your paper is read and 
appreciated by many of the veterans in 
blue. There are about twenty-five hun- 
dred men here, and of these about two 
hundred are Catholics and the same num- 
ber attend the Protestant divine service, 
and the remainder are more or less Liber- 
ally inclined. 

The new church which the government 
is building is nearly completed. From 
three corners of the tower, near the top, 
projecting out toward Franklin avenue, 
are three dragons, each wiih a chain 
around his neck three or four feet long, 
and fastened to the stonework above. The 
sight is very suggestiv of the superstition 
of the Dark Ages. The people’s money 
would much better have been expended 
in a more practical way for the benefit of 
the old soldier. 

I think Brother Benson suggests the 
one thing that is needful at the present 
time for the advancement of the cause of 
Science and Freethought. We must hav 
& plan of organzation, both local and 
general, and if there is not room for it, we 
must make room. And if there are too 
many churches and societies now which 
hav outlived their usefulness (if they were 


‘ever useful), we must make a new de- 


parture and form a society that will be 
superior in every way, 80 that it will draw 
the people away from a number of the old- 
fogy institutions and cause them to drop 
into a state of innocuous desuetude, 

Such a society should be scientific, 
moral, and literary in character, and be 
made socially attractiv. 

People must hav somewhere to go on 
Sundays and the long winter evenings, 
and if there is no other attractiv place, 
they go to church or Sunday-school, and 
learn what ignorant people believed thcu- 
sands of years ago, instead of what men 
of science in this age hav proved to be 
true. I hav given this subject some 
thought, and it seems to me that a county 
organization would best meet the require- 
ments of the case. Leta plan be formu- 
lated with constitution, by-laws, and or- 
der of business (not too complicated), and 
let this plan be printed in a five or ten 
cent pamphlet, so that each county society 
could adopt it. 

The county society might then be a 
basis or a starting point from which 
smaller societies could be organized in 
townships or villages. Then every Lib- 
eral lecturer should be an organizer of 
county societies, and a county lecturer 
could organize -sub-societies or other 
county societies. 

A circulating library should be a sub- 
stantial feature of every county society. 

I would not suggest any state organiza- 
tion, but that each county every year 
send one delegate to a social, camp- 
meeting, picnic, convention in midsum- 
mer, first in one part of the United States 
and the next year in another. Our policy 
should be conciliatory. We should at- 
tend religious meetings and ask our neigh- 
bors who differ with us to come to our 
meetings, and be sure to treat them kindly 
when they do come. I do not wish to 
dictate. I only suggest, but something 
of this kind must be done before we can 
hope to win the masses from their idols. In 
the interest of man I believe the hour is 
come for a combined, organized, forward 
movement all along the line, and I for 
one am willing to do my humble share in 
the work. 

Ido not wish to occupy too much of 
your space, but if this is favorably re- 
ceived, I may in the future point out some 
of the advantages of a systematic cam- 
paign against organized ignorance and 
superstition. Cuas. C. MILLARD. 


Questions to Worry Good, Pious People. 


Sept. 15, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: I subscribed some ago for 
a religious monthly paper printed in Chi- 
cago. I was then a Christian and not ac- 
quainted with Tue TRUTH SEEKER, but 
one of my friends, who is taking your 
grand paper, gave me a copy, and the old 


superstition had to giv room for the use 
of my senses. I wrote to the editor of the 
religious paper, named Hyrderdsten (the 
‘“Shepherd’s Voice”), asked what I 
owed, and told him not to send me his 
paper any more. I also asked if he did 
not think that it would be just as natural 
for our savior to be a daughter of God and 
without a mother, as to be a son of God 
and without a father. He or his wife sent 
me in reply a letter containing many 
prayers, quotations from the Bible, and 
other nonsense. I was bound to write 
again, and asked him honestly to answer 
my question, but hav not heard anything 
from him yet. I send you the following, 
a translation of my last letter to him, 
thinking that it possibly may find room in 
the corner of your valuable paper: 


Mrs. Travpsera: I hav received your 
welcome letter dated the 25th of June. 
Its contents seem to prove that the devil 
has taken firm hold of me, but therein you 
are mistaken. You are trying to scare me 
with hell. Ido not believe that there is 
such a place. Is your god there? If he 
is everywhere, he must be in hell, and be 
obliged to bear with it the best he can. 
Do you think that God created man with 
passions and feelings, endowed us with 
thinking power, and at the same time 
built a hell to put us in, because we made 
use of what he gave us, according to our 
abilities? 

What do you think abont the pagans? 
They in their belief die just as bappy as 
the Christians; will they be sent to hell? 
They do not believe in Jesus Christ, the 
only one by whom we can be saved, and 
must therefore, according to the teaching 
in the Bible, be damned. What became 
of all those people that lived in this coun- 
try. from the time of Christ until it was 
discovered by Columbus in 1492? 


Some time ago, before I got the use of 
my common sense, which was weakened 
by years of faith in the Lord and his two 
comrades, I wrote and asked Mr. Traud- 
berg to let me know his honest opinion 
in regard to the lot of the above-mentioned 
heathen, but the answer has not yet ar- 
rived. You tell me to read the New Tes- 
tament. Why not also read in the Old, 
and thereby learn how God recommended 
slavery, polygamy, and other things, 
which nowadays are not found very praise- 
worthy? Do you think the spirit of God 
dictated all that stuff in the Old Testa- 
ment that will cause every virtuous woman 
to blush? If he did, I would not giv 
much for his literature. If he did not 
guide the pen that wrote the Old Testa- 
ment, may it not also be possible that be 
never had anything to do with the compo- 
sition of the New Testament? 

Yes, I hav for a long time possessed a 
Bible, and hav studied it a good deal. 
How do you account for the contradictory 
statements in the New Testament in re- 
gard to the genealogy of Christ? If any 
of them at all are true only one can be 
correct. Is it necessary to exercise our 
faith and believe them both to be true in 
order to go to heaven? I like very much 
to buy a good book for sixty cents, but 
please send me one of Ingersoll’s. I do 
not think the reading of religious and 
other unnatural books will help our di- 
gestion the least. I understand you mean 
to do me good, and am therefore thank- 
ful, but religion is a bad medicin. You 
are talking about heaven and hell as if 
you had been there yourself or in some 
other way received reliable information— 
the Bible is no authority on that subject. 
What do you think about the prophecies? 
Are they all fulfilled? How many days 
was Jesus in his grave? It is written 
somewhere in the Bible, as Jonah was 
three days and three nights in the belly 
of the whale, so shall the son of man 
be three days and three nights in. the 

rave, or words to that effect. I un- 

erstand the son of man spent only one 
day and two nights in his grave. This 
and other similar prophecies are knock- 
‘ing themselvs in the head. You say I 
cannot spare $1 per year as payment for 
Hyrderisten. I am now taking Tua 
TRUTH SEEKER, a Freethought paper, 
which you must hay heard semething 
about, and I pay for it $3 per year. I 
always giv a cripple or a blind person 
when I meet one some of my hard-earned 
money, as I believe that that will do him 
more good than many prayers. I could 
use the sacraments, you say? Is it soon 
nineteen hundred years since the person 
whose. flesh you want me to eat, was 
born without a father? If you take the 
remains of a lord’s supper and leave it in 
an unguarded place, why, then the rats 
will come and eat it, and thereby be en- 
titled to the same glory as the super- 
stitious two-legged god-and-man eaters. 

Inclosed find the fifteen centsI owe you. 
If you can spare time in working for my 
salvation, please answer my questions in 
an honest way, and show me the errone-. 
ousness of the statements I, in all haste, 
hay made, P. HERTZBERG. 
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Children’s Gorner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wxxon, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communica- 
tions for this Corner should be sent. 


“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day’s occupations 
That is known as the Children’s Hour.” 


The Friendly Visitor. 


He comes, and with sardonic grin, 
‘He rubs his hands in glee; 
“ Ah, ha!” he says, “I find you in— 
Tis you I’m glad to see. 


“ But just one minute, I’ve to stay— 
Why, what a cosy place! 
I’m glad I ventured out to-day, 
To look upon your face. 


“ Now, what is fresh ?—and what’s the news? 
What hav you under way? 
It is so dull I’ve had the blues 
Since all of yesterday.” 


He fumbles o'er your books, and states 
He has no time to read! 

Of books and papers, and their rates, 
He does not see the need. 


And thus he gabbles, slow and fast— 
You watch the clock and sigh; 
While he relates his history past, 
To be at ease you try. 


He tells of what he means to do, 
Of all his little plans;— 
“ Your manuscript,” he says, ‘looks new ”— 
It, furtivly. he scans. 


You shortly ask if he e’er knew 
That time is precious gold; 
“ O yes,” he says, “ that’s very true, 
I know that fact of old!” 


When two good hours hav passed away, 
He thinks he'd better go; 

But says he’ll call some other day, 
And hopes you'll not say, “no.” 


Your heart then givs a joyful leap, 
And lip and eye both smile; 

Impatient words you hold and keep 
Within your mind the while. 


“ O, by the way,” he says, “ I'll wait !— 
To meet a man I must— 
At twelve o’clock—it is not late— 
You will not care, I trust. 


** And, not to hinder you, proceed 
With what you hav to do; 
This magazine I now can read, 
This album, too, look through.” 


So down he sits another hour, 
Then, walks he to and fro, 

Until you ask if any power 
Will make that man to go. 


He really starts to leave at last, 
And opens wide the door; 

Then closes it, and holds it fast, 
To speak—‘’ just one word more!” 


You groan in spirit all this time, 
Your heart is troubled sore— 
You wish he’d seek anotter clime, 
This horrid, ‘‘ friendly ” bore, 
Susan H. Wrxon. 


a 


The Editer of the Corner in Chicago. 


Dear Friess: It is too stormy to go 
out this morning, and I will improve the 
time by writing some letters, first of all, 
to our friends of the fireside Corner. 
Arriving in this city on Thursday morn- 
ing in company with my sister, we went 
immediately to the pleasant locality where 
Mr. Charlesworth had kindly engaged 
rooms for us. There we were met by Mr. 
Charlesworth and Mr. S. P. Putnam, and 
felt at once that we were among dear 
friends. 

As tired as we were from a long railway 
journey, we started immediately for the 
one point of attraction—the World’s Fair. 
Of course you hav all read friend Put- 
nam’s ‘‘ Pen Pictures of the Fair,” and it 
is excellent, but no description is ade- 
quate. The beautiful White City is be- 
yond description. It certainly rivals the 
City of the New Jerusalem, and has a 
million times more visitors, as well as in- 
terest, and deservedly, too. All convey- 
ances to the grounds are crowded by 
eager sightseers. It is amusing to note 
the throng waiting for trains to Jackson 
Park—men with hats on the back of their 
heads, eyes rolling ‘‘every which way,” 
women with bonnets awry, wisps of hair 
lifted and tossed by the wind, some carry- 
ing heavy babies, for the most part well- 
behaved, and little boys and girls arrayed 
in their best, all bent on one particular 
.object—seeing the Fair. 

The first building we visited was the 
Mines and Mining, which is very inter- 
esting, showing collections from our own 
and many foreign countries. In the Colo- 
Tado section, we saw the Aspen ‘‘ Silver 


Queen;” and the Montana section con- 
tains the statue of Justice in silver. There 
are pagodas and pavilions from different 
states, each containing separate collec- 
tions, some extremely interesting. There 
are lovely specimens of onyx from Mex- 
ico, and the handsomest petrified wood, 
in sections of trees, highly polished, that 
I hav ever seen. One might spend many, 
many days in this department with pleas- 
ure and profit. : 

We were some time in the Electricity 
Building, where are many wonderful and 
unique exhibits—dynamos, batteries, ete. 
I was much interested in the Kimeto- 
graph, and im the application of the pho- 


/nograph to common social and business 


uses. We walked, talked, and looked, 
seeing so much that we were almost be- 
wildered, and glad to get to 308 Washing- 
ton Boulevard at night, where we received 
several callers. 

Yesterday, we followed the crowd again 
to the Fair grounds, and passed another 
interesting day, visiting among other ex- 
hibits, the strange homes of the ancient cliff 
dwellers. This placeis in imitation of a 
Colorado cañon. The cliff homes are 
reproduced just as their ruins hav been 
discovered. In the museum attached are 
many curious cooking utensils, and other 
implements used by people who hav been 
dead probably a thousand years, and 
whose skeletons and mummified remains 
are shown in glass cases. A lecture on the 
cliff-dwellers makes this exhibition of par- 
ticular interest. A herd of wild animals 
adds to the realistic vision. Among deer, 
elk, sheep, moose, and other creatures, 
was a pet donkey, who shared our lunch, 
and, then grew so particularly fond of 
our company, that he followed us every- 
where. The frequent application of his 
nose to our basket showed, however, that 
he was more attached to its contents than 
to us. ; 

In the Anthropological building there is 
much to hold the visitor’s attention. All 
sorts of ancient things relating to man 
may be seen here, and no end of gods of 
various devices. You can take your 
choice among these heathen deities, which 
are held in as great reverence by their 
devotees as is the great I Am of Chris- 
tians. 

A visit to the Forestry Building brings 
to view the forest products of the world, 
especially of our own country, and the va- 
riety and beauty is magnificent. 

During this day we called, in company 
with Mr. Charles P. Adams, of Pawtucket, 
on Hon. Frederick and Mrs. Douglas, in 
the Haytien Building, where they are 
pleasantly located. Mr. Douglas is one 
of the wonderful men of the country, the 
charm of his personality impressing viv- 
idly everyone with whom he comes in 
contact. 

The great International Congress of 
Freethinkers ‘begins to-morrow, and I 
trust the rain will be over by that time, 
although Freethought cannot be affected 
by water. Already the Liberals are gather- 
ing. Mr. J. G. Kendall, of Edelstein, 
Pa., and Mr. E. C. Sly, of Minneapolis, 
hav just called, and also Prof. J. H, Cook, 
whom you all know by reputation. Mrs. 
P. Van Houter, nearly four score, and as 
bright as a new coin, has come all the way 
from California to attend this Congress. 
For vigor, energy, strength of purpose, 
keen minds, and good looks the attendants 
of this great convention will certainly be 
noted. Mr. Remsburg is located in the 
next house, and the Editor of Taw TRUTH 
SEEKER has rooms in this house, also Mr. 
and Mrs. Pfaff and Mr. aud Mrs Lang, of 
Pennsylvania. Among others, we had the 
pleasure of meeting Mr. and Mrs. E. A. 
Stevens last evening. S. H. W. 

Chicago, Ill, Sept. 30, 1893. 
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Correspondence. 


Sr. Josnen, Mo., Sept. 21, 1893. 
Dear Miss Wixon: Seeing that your 
correspondents are few, I thought, per- 
haps, a letter from me would be acceptable. 
I liv with my uncle and aunt, Mr. and 
Mrs. J. O. Stephens, who take Tue TRUTH 
SEEKER. I enjoy reading it very much. 
We hav ‘‘Oid Testament Stories Com- 
ically Ilustrated,” ‘‘Freethinkers’ Picto- 
rial Text Book,” ‘‘All in a Life Time,” 
and several nther books from The Truth 
Seeker Company, which we read with 
great pleasure. 
We liv in the country, but I go to school 


in town. As itis too far for me to walk, 
I go on the street cars. 

I attend the Unitarian Sunday-school. 
We havn’t a very large school, but all that 
come take a good deal of interest in it. 

We seldom hav lessons in our class, but 
talk on subjects which we are all interestod 
in, and each one givs her opinions on it. 
Sometimes our teacher reads a pretty poem 
or an instructiv story to us. 

The Sunday-school and church are go- 
ing to giv a supper next Monday evening. 
We hav invited our preacher and his wife, 
Mr. and Mrs. Roberts, of Kansas City, to 
be present. He comes up every Sunday 
evening to preach here. About five of the 
Sunday-school girls, including myself, are 
to wait on the table. The supper is free. 

I spent two weeks of my vacation this 
summer in Wathena, Kan., and while there 
I attended a German Catholic church. 
The priest called the teachers of the public 
schools devils, and said the children who 
went to them were heathens. He also said 
that parents who send their children to 
the public schools were sending them to 
hell, and I suppose all of those Catholics 
who were listening to him believed all he 
said—at least, they looked as if they did. 

I would like to see a letter in Tax TRUTH 
aac from one of Mr. Cooter’s daugh- 
ers. 

Well, as my letter is getting rather long, 
I will quit for this time. 

Hoping to see the number of letters in- 
creasing in the Children’s Corner, and 
that mine will be among them, I am your 
Liberal and true friend, Nora McCoy. 

[We would be pleased to hear from 
Nora often. She is a sensible and observ- 


ing girl.—Eb. C. C.] 


SUSAN WIXON’S BOOKS, 


All in a Lifetime. 
12mo, 300 pp., $1. 


Apples of Gold. And Other Stories for 
oys and Girls. 12mo, 383 pp., $1.25. 


The Story Hour. An Exceptionally Hand- 
some and Interesting Book, Without Supersti- 
tion, for Children and Youth. The Only Free- 
thinkers’ Children’s, Story-book ever issued. 
66 full-page illustrations and 25 smaller; large 
tvpe, heavy, toned paper, broad margins, illus- 
trated covers; 4to, 224 pp., boards, $1. 

Address. THE TRUTH SEEKER CoO. 


FOR HER DAILY BREAD, 


A Nineteenth Century Novel. 


Preface by R. 6. INGERSOLL, 


For Her Daily Br-ad is the story of two young 
giris and a yonnger brother who were left parent- 
ess, with a little money, fair education, and 
much courage, to make their way through the 
world by going to Chicago. ‘Lhe autaor is also 
tbe heroine. ‘he narrative is,in the main, a his- 
tory of a working-girl’s life ana experience in the 
city of Chicago among bluff business-men, kind- 
hearted fofks, and disreputable hypocrits. It is 
just such a story of human life as we should ex- 
pect Coionel Inger-oli tọ be interested in; and 
whatever he admires and appreciates is sure to 


be worth the attention of the rest of the world. 


Add ess 
THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


APOLLONIUS OF TYANA IDENTIFIED AS THE 
CHRISTIAN JESUS. 


An important and remarkable revelation con- 
terning the life and times of Apollonius of 
Tyana, the great sage and philosopher of the first 
century. It is here claimed that his life and 
teachings were appropriated and utilized by the 
formulators of the Christian religion in the in- 
terest of so-called Christianity. The pie iarism 
is made plain in this brief history of Apolonius 
especially in view of the historical references and 
comments thereon. It is quite evident that to 
conceal the plagiarism, the name of Apollonius 
was suppressed. 

Price, 15 cents. : 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


28 Lafayette place, New York City 


Price, 25 cents. 


CHEAP EDITION. 


Travels in Faith. 


By CAPT. ROBERT C. ADAMS. 


Being the story of his mental journey from 
orthodoxy to Rationalism. 


Price, paper, % cents; cloth, 75 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


THE i 


Truth Seeker Library. 


Published Monthly at $3 per Year. 
Issues oF 1891.—$3. 


Victor Hugo's Oration on Voltaire....... 10 
The Crisis. Thomas Paine. Illustrated 40 
Sabbath Breaking. John E. Remsburg.. 25 


Travels in Faith from Tradition to Rea- 


son. Robert O. Adams .........seeeeeee . ð 
Strike of a Sex. George N. Miller....:....... 25 
My Religious Experience. Samuel P. Put- ; 

NAM. ES ceases ares Saves suwoans vee vee se 5 
The Higher Criticismin Theology and Re- 

ligion. _T. E. Longshore............00 . 50 

Issues oF 1892.—$3. 
Infidel Death-Beds. G. W. Foote............. Rö 
Rights of Man. Thomas Paine. Mustra- 4 
OD E TETTETETT TT xi 0 
Was Christ Crucified? Austin Bierbowe 10 
ulpit, Pew, and Cradle. 

«  GONET .cccsccccccncseecccnecacsusecsccanes 10 
Bible Morals. John E.Remsbur; 25 
Awful Disclosures of Maria Mon 50 
Pocket Theology. Voltaire 25 


Why Don’t God Kill the Devil? M. Bab- Š 
eee EP veCaee sas uaviesietvereaseess 
Liberty in Literature. Testimonial to 
Walt Whitman, with Funeral Address. 
By Col. Robert G. Ingersoll... 
Six Lectures on Astronomy. 


ar 


The Holy Bible Abridged..............0.0--25+ 
False aims of the Church. John E. 
Remsbufg: sene viv ceisescdeceeacssasence 10 
Issues or 1893.—$3, 
Thomas Paine Vindicated. Col- Robert ` 
Q. Ingersoll... .....c..eeeeegeeeegecegeeene 15 
The Creation of God. Dr. Jacob Hart- 
, MAND.........0056 pot esee esses eee seeceeeas 50 
Crimes of Preachers in the United States. 
Billings a ose da vnanew ces dcende nes 25 
aes ates 40 
Haudbook of Freethought. W.8. Bell 50 
Religion a Curse; Religion a Disease; Re- 
ligion a Lie. 8. P. Putnam. Aesseus - %8 
Design Argument Fallacies. By Editor of 
Toe Trots SEERRR.......... . 0. eee 15 
Abraham Lincoln: Was He a Christian? 
John E. Remsbure. 50 
Pen Pictures 
trated. P 25 
15 
Examination of Prophecies. 15 
Pleasure and Progress. Albert M. Lorentz, 50 


During the year other standard Freethought 
works will be published and sent to subscribers 
as they appear. , 

Yearly subscribers at $3 receive all the numbers 
published in one year. In ordering please say 
which year is desired, 7 

Single numbers sold at prices quoted. 

THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Place. New York. 


THE HOLY CROSS SERIES. 


The Popes and Their Doings. Biograph- 
ical sketches of the most noted of these vicars 
of Christ and vicegerents of God, showing what 
they have done, and what kind of men they were. 
It contains very plain statements, in very un- 
varnished language, and the unmasking is com- 

lete, proving them to have been cruel, in- 
riguing, and licentious men. Considering the 
rapid growth of Catholicism in this country, 
this book cannot be too widely disseminated. 
Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


The Awful Disclosures of Maria Monk, 


as exhibited in a narrative of her sufferings dur- 
ing her residence of five years as a novice, and 
two years as a black nuu, in the Hotel Dien 
Nunnery, at Montreal. Perhaps not any anti- 
Catholic book published has created more ex- 
citement, and had such a circulation as this 
work. To counteract its effects the Catholics 
circulated a story that Maria Monk was “no 
better than she should be,” but investigation 
disclosed that her “ child of shame” was none 
other than the child of her priest-seducer. 
Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth 75 cents. 

Auricular Coufession and Popish Nun- 
neries. By Wm. Hogan, for twenty-five 
years a confessing priest. A revelation of the 
icentious practices of the priests and nuns in 
these religious brothels. There is no question 
that Ex-priest Hogan knew. the truth of the 
tales of vice, seduction, and infanticide he gives 
in this volume, and equally there is no question 
that if the people generally knew of them, Ca- 
tholicism would not be given the vast amounts 
of money now allowed it by our various city 
governments. Price, paper, 50 cents, cloth, 75 
cents. 

The Priest in Absolution. A Review of 
the system of auricular confession, including 
copious extracts from the “ Confessional Un- 
masked,” from the ‘Master Key to Popery,” 
etc. The work is a protest against and an appeal 
to every American citizen to examine carefully 
and thoughtfully a religious system 80 invasive 
of privacy, so powerful for evil in licentions 
hands, so fraught with danger to female mod- 
esty, to. the ingenuous openness of youth, 
and to the freedom of thought, speech, and 
action. Price. paper, 25 cents. 


Priestly Celibacy Exposed A lecture by 
the Rev. Geo. Townsend Fox, of Durham, Eng- 
land. Revised American edition, showing the 
result in parishes of the Roman decree that 
priests shall not mary. Price, paper, 15 cents. 


Sister Lucy and Her Awful Disclosures 
Respecting New Hall Conveut, Bore- 
ham, Essex, England, Showing that convents 
are inimical to chastity, virtue, and freedom. 
Price, paper, 10 cents. i 

THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York City. 


PULPIT, PEW, 
and CRADLE. 


By HELEN H, GARDENER. 


One of Her Brightest, Wittiest, and 
Strongest Lectures. Against 
the Bible, 


Every Woman Should Read It 
and 


Know Her Enemies and Her Friends, 
Price, 10 cents. Address this office. 
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A NEW BOOK.-AND A MOST ORIGINAL ONE.| Just Out.—25 Cents —Five Copies for $1. 


The Creation of God. 


By DR. JACOB HARTMANN. 


An explanation of the origin of the.God Idea, and the mental processes that led to the formation 
of idols and the worship of them. From the time of Terah’s apostasy, Abraham’s reformation and 
his banishment for heresy and blasphemy against the Chaidean idols, to Christ’s coming, the princi- 
pal characters sre analyzed and shown to be human, by thought and deed. It is made plain that the 
peouliar phraseology, cant sayings, subterfuges, miracles, wonder-workings, and supernatural pad- 
ding are the proper offspring of the then existing barbarism, ignorance, and superstition, constitut- 
ing the peculiar politics of the day. 


CONTENTS IN DETAIL: 


The Universal Aspect. Elimination of Waste Substances, 


The Earth. In General. . 

The Chemical Aspect. By the Lungs. 
By the Skin. 

The Sun. By the Kidneys. 


Digestion and Nutrition. 

The Elementary Substances. 

Alcohol and Its Effects on the System. 
The Soul— What Is It? 


Sin and Salvation. 

The Ecclesiastical Kindergarten. 
Rational Review. 

Visions—Bible Dreams—Revelations. 
The Planetary Gods. 


Every Man His Own God. 
š ateways to owledge. 
Tables {rtova Whence They Spring. 


The Non Credo. 
Rules for Human Conduct. 


ILLUSTRATIONS. 


Map of the Intellectual Faculties—The Mind. 
Map of Theological Retrogression. 
Map of the Deluge and Garden of Eden. 


Thirty Chapters—Four Hundred and Thirty-two Pages 
i Large 12mo. 


—_ 


In Cloth, $1; in Paper, 50 Cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


SABBATH - BREAKING. 


Origin of the Sabbatic [dea— 
The Jewish Sabbath—The 
Christian Seriptures and the 
Sabbath—HKixamination of 
Sunday Arguments Origin 
ot the Christian Sabbuth— 
‘Testimony of the Christian 
Fathers—The Sabbath dur- 
ing the Middle Ages—The 
Puritan Sabbath—Testimony 
of Christian Reformers, 
Scholars, and Divines—Abro« 
gation of Sunday Laws. 


Genesis—The Creation. 

Genesis—The Garden of Eden. 

The Deluge. 

The Scriptural God—The Creation. 

The Creation of God—Abraham. 

Moses—Confirmation of the Idea of God, 

Samuel the Kingmaker. 

God Save the King. 

Jehovah Takes a Rest. 

The End of National Life, 

The Christian Era. 

Organic Life—Vegetable, . 

Organic Life—Animal. l 
The Master Tissues. 
The Muscular Tissues. 
The Nervous Tissues. 


Food and Food-Substances. 


The Mind. 


—BY— 
JOHN E. REMSBURG. 


aoe 


ty 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette place, New York. 


Price, 25 Cents. 


OPEN SUNDAYS. 


THE RESURRECTION OF JESUS. 


AN AGNOSTIC’S VIEW. 


Contents: The Christian Dogma of Salvation; The Christian’s Belief; Why Was 


the Resurrection a Secret Affair? The Age of a Story Does Not Prove Its Truth; 


Pil te’s Attempt to Save the Life of Jesus; Christ Before Herod; A New Indictment 


Against Jesus; Were the Guards Hired by the Priests? Pilate’s Motive for Secreting 


the Bodv; Matthew’s Account of the Resurrection; Why the Angel Sat on the Stone; 


Mary’s Visit; Angels; Renan’s Theory; The Disciples Were Deceived; The Identifica- 


tion: The Ascension; Why Did Jesus Disappear? Other Strange Phenomena; The 


Chief Priests Did Not Believe in Resurrection; What Became of the Roman Guards? 


Tho Origin of the Story; St. Paul’s Account; St. Panl’s Conversion; A Modern 


Exemple; The Roman Governors and the Resurrection Story; The Testimony of 


Contemporaneous Writers; Miracle-Workers; Is the Resurrection Well Attested? 


Inspiration; Conclusion. 


Price, cloth, 75 cents; paper, 40 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York City. 


Force and Matter;) THE ELIMINATOR; 


Erinciples of the Natural Order of the Uni 
verse, with a System of Morali y 
Based Thereon. 


By Proressor LUDWIG BUCHNER, M.D. 


Skeleton Keys to Sacerdotal Secrets. 


; VUNTENTS $ 
Forw and Matter, The Fitness of Things i1 | © Write me no more fables, lest I be a fool and 
immortality of Matter, ` Nature (Teleology), read the riddles awry.” 
aon prbalit of Foros, M an, a Mind 
anfinity o; atter. rain i 
Value of Matter, ‘ Thought, : By R. B. Westbrook, D.D., LL.B. 
Motion, - Consciousness, 


Contents: The Whole Truth; Sacerdotalism 
Impeached; The Fabulous Claims of Judaism; 
Moses and the Pentateuch; Ancient Symbolism 
and Modern Literalism; Astral Keys to Bible 
Stories; The Fable of the Fall; Search for the 
“Tast Adam:” What Is Known of the New Testa- 
. ment; The Drama of the Gospels; The Ideal 
Christ; Jesus and Other Christs; A Reverent 
Critique on Jesus; A Few Fragments; Blood 
Salvation; The Things That Remain. 

Price, cloth, $1.50. Fort sale at this office. 


form, |. Seat of the Soul, 
framutability of Natural Innate Ideas 
‘SWS, The Idea of Goa, 

Universality of Natural Personal Continuance 

Laws, Vital Force, 
The Heavens, _ Lhe Soul of Brutes 
Periods of the Creation Frea Will, 

of the Earth, .. orality, 

riginal Generation, Concluding Observa 
Secular Generation, tions. 


Price, $1.50. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 


A Liberal living in Michigan said once that he would give $% a 
year to have the Crimes of Preachers recorded, as the frequent lapses 
of virtue of the ministers showed how little value Christianity 
Pe ete fat iannd ckevourth Edition of the book doing this 

6 have just issued the Four ition of the book do: is. 
The additions for this new edition of the 


““Crimes of Preachers” 


shows nearly 400 cases of ministerial conduct. While those in pre- 
vious editions show that within a tew years about 


1300 MINISTERS HAVE BEEN GUILTY 
of one kind or another of criminal conduct. Most of the crimes ee 
are against women, for the fair sex are at once ths weakness and Wu 
tho a of the church—the church” meaning of course the AN i, 

otwithstanding ihe man IN ` 
price tbe same, 25 cents. Send. AN > 


additional pages, we have kept the 
for » copy, and confound the church. ` 


Wee 


mer. Show them just what sort of scamps are the clergy who have vi 
elused the World’s Fair on Sunday. b2cause it ig so holy a day that 
paintings in this period is “immoral.” y patto Jook upon: mn 


Address 


chineryr 9° 


THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY. 


BOOKS 


SALADIN 


(W. BTEWART ROSS), 
Editor of the 


LONDON AGNOSTIC JOURNAL, y 


GOD AND HIS BOOK: on i 
i Colonel Ingersoll wrote tothe author: " You have earned ths 
mann ae eaea really think. It isa work of vast research, of sonad. ih aan ar Ganang 
t f dgehammer vehemence, of scathing satire, of pathos 4 C 
ag ede ay Pres to broadsides ever fired at the Jewish God and the Bible. 
Cloth, gold letters, $1.25. 


WOMAN: HER GLORY, HER SHAME, AND HER GOD. 


The Rev. Archdeacon Farrar said that “ Christianity elevated the woman; it shrouded 
as with a halo of sacred innocence the tender years of the child.” The object of Saladin’s work 
is to show the archdeacon his error,and he has succeeded. An English writer said of it: 
* This certainly is one of the most marvelous books ever issued from the press. The authori- 
ties cited are unquestionable, and the result is convincing. , 

In two volumes, cloth, gilt-lettered, $2.50. 


JANET SMITH: A PROMISCUOUS ESSAY ON WOMAN. 


This is one of the most delightful of Saladin’s books, a dis-ection of woman, with inci- 
dental tearing apart of man—caustic, sarcastic. yet philosophical withal, and permeated with 
a tender reverence for womau and exalted opinion of what she is and should be. A merciless 
satire upon certain of the conventional foibles of the day, full of facta, fancies, truths, rare 
touches of genius, and bursts of eloquence. Most of the satirical shafts aimed at the woman 
go past her and stick in the man behind her, and it serves him about right. 


Cloth, uncut edges, gilt top, $1. 
CHRISTIANITY AND THE SLAVE TRADE. 


A condensation of the known facts upon this subject, proving that Christianity did not 
abolish but aided this infamous traffic in human beings. ‘Yo.which are added such comments 
as only Saladin can make. paper, 80 cents. 


THE TRANSITION. 
A consideration of the antagonism of the Bible and science, and ct the question whether 
the vere or allegorical portions of the Christian Bible can be interpreted by modern science. 
n paper, 20 cents. 


ROSES AND RUE. 


Being Random Notes and Sketches. Rome of its subjects are: A Last Interview with a 
Man of Genius; An Essay on Stirpiculture; Asceticism and Superstition; Capital Punishment; 
Poverty; Godin the Constitution; Bruno; Gods; Witchcraft, etc. This ma be called Rala- 


din’s own book, for it is poetry in prose, and is one of the books that lovers of *trong literature 
like to read again aud again In cloth, gold- andsilver-lettered, $1.60. 


LAYS OF ROMANCE. 


This book reminds one of Sir Walter Scott, being romantic. historic verse, aglow in every 
page with the energy of a true and high poetic genius. 
Cloth, gold-lettered, 75 cents. 


ISAURE and OTHER POEMS. 


The title poem is a story of intense passion, touchingly told. The other twenty poems 
i? 


are fresh, fragrant, thoughtful, and every verse reve the thinker, observer, and reformer. 
Every page glows with passion and throbs with life. 


Cloth, gold-lettered, 75 cents. 


A FEARFUL FLOGGING. 


By one whe endured it. Based upon a manuscript in the possession of Baiadis 
in paper, 10 cents. 


THE AGONIES OF HANGING. 


Studies in Psychology. By one who was cut down from the gallows. Printed from manā: 
script in the hands of Saladin. In paper, 10 cents. 


WHIRLWIND SOWN and REAPED. 


A short story of clerical crime and villainy founded on fact. Of this book the Open Couri 
said: This novel will command the same, or more, interest than Helen Gardener’s story. ' Is 


This Your Son, My Lord?” In paper, 2 cents. 


THE CONFESSIONAL. 


Being an exposure of that infamous religious rite. Contenis: Li ‘*iousness of the Prs- 
Reformation Church; Lechery of the Confessional; The Priest in Abse ‘on; Confessions ot 
the Escaped Nun; Extracts from Dens and Liguori; Examination of t Church’s Claim to 
have Fostered Learning; Her Atte pts at Continency, even more Ruinous than Her Belf- 
#ndalgcnce: The Relative Criminal Statistics of Catholicism and Protestantism 


paper, 25 cents. . w 
Ror all of thasa worka sddresa THE TRUTH SEEKER, 33 Lafayette Place, New York, j 


HAND-BOOK 


OF 


FREETHOUGHT. 


By W. S. BELL. 


—— 


Containing in condensed and systematized form a 
vast amount of evidence against the saperstitious doc- 
trines of Christianity. As a book of reference and aid 
; à : to all truth seekers it is invaluable. Its classification 

: of subjects makes it a hand-book. As Ingersoll said of 
Paine’s "Age of Beason,” it enables somebody in every village to ‘corner the parson.” Its wide 
variety of subjects include all the disputed points between Christianity and Freethought. Price. 
cloth, $1;Z paper, 50 cents. : Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
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Books by Helen H. Gardene: | Jot for Parsons. 


New Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 


Men, Women and Gods, 


Introduction by 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 


Price, cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 
Tne Trade Supplted at Special Discounts. 


IS THIS YOUR SOK, MY LORD? 


4 Fascinating Story of Radical Truths on 
teligion and Social Matters. 
_ Price. Goth. 81: paper, 50 cents. 


PRAY YOU, SIR, WHOSE 
DAUGHTER? 


A NEW NOVEL. 
Prise. cloth, $1. i 


Pushed by Unseen Hands, 
SHORT STORIES. 
Price, cloth $1. l Paper, 50 cents. 


A Thoughtless Yes. 


CONTENTS: 
A Spleudid Judge of a Woman -The Lady of the 
Club—Under Protest~For the Prosecution—A 

usty Link in the Chain—The Boler House 
Mystery- The Time-Lock of Our An- 

cestors — Florence Campbell’s 

Fate—My Patient’s Fate. 
Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


T.afavotta niona, Now Vark 


Paper, 50 cents. 


MONEY FOUND. 


Brought Into the 
Absolutely Reliable Qov- 
ernment Banks Established in 
the interest of and Owned 
by the Whole People. 


By HON. THOMAS E. HILL, 


of“ Hill’s Manual of Social and Business Forms,” 
“The Hill Banking System,” and other 
works of great service to the world. 


Professor Hili has given several years of care- 
ful study to the elaboravion of a system of sound 
money, that may fit Immediately into present 
methods of Going tusiness and be easily intro- 
duced aud universally adopted. | 

This book is “just in time.” is an absolutely 
original book from the beginning to the end, is a 
good-sized volume in clear type, anq is the clear- 
est exposition of money, uses of money, causes of 
money panics and remecies for the same, ever 
published. Orders are rapidly coming in and we 
want yours. Sena twenty-five cents for copy. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Hard Knocks 
at Christianity. 


By R. WHEELER. 


This book is just what its title implies—thump- 
ing whacks at superstition. It deals with the 
effect of Christianity on the world, showing 
what Christians have done toadvance their relig- 
ion and impede the progress of man. It shows 
that Jesus was a false prophet, that the gospels 
are not authentic, and that Christianity is a bor- 
rowed system of religion. That the Bible is not 
in accord with Science, that the atonement 
scheme is futile and foolish, and that religion is 
not areal benefit to man. 


Price, 20 cents, six for g1. 
Address THF TRUTE SEEKER. 


SCIENCE VS, RELIGION, 


OR, THE 
Conflict between Reason and Superstition, 
By T. C. WIDDICOMBE, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


— 


Price, 10 cents. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


Oxzricus: ‘‘ Do you belive ‘ heaven lies 
about us in our infancy?” Oynicvs: 
‘ Yes, and that it always will, so long as 
infant damnation stays in the creed.” 


Fices: ‘‘Joblots is getting to be a 
crank. He has started a remonstrance 
against opening any more new streets in 
his ward.” Diggs: ‘‘How is he inter- 
ested?” Figgs: ‘He has got it into his 
head that they intend to keep them open 
on Sunday.” 


Bripeer: ‘*The new neighbors next 
door wants to cut their grass, and they say 
as would ye be so kind as to lend them 
your sickle.” Puritanical mistress: ‘‘ Lend 
my sickle to cut grass on the Sabbath! 
Tell them, Bridget, that we havn’t any,” — 
Brooklyn Life. 


‘““Niver again,” said Mr. Dolan, ‘‘not 
even if Oi get to be as rich as the Vander- 
bilts, will Oi take me clothes till a Chinese 
laundry.” ‘‘An’ phy not?” asked Mrs. 
Dolan. ‘‘ Because Oi hov a suspicion thot 
the wroitin’ he puts an the ticket is some- 
thin’ personal. An’ be the looks av it it’s 
moighty uncomplemintery.” 


Tue good pastor: ‘‘I noticed that you 
looked pleased when I denounced certain 
members of our congregation for visiting 
bad places, deacon, but f could not under- 
stand why. you threw up your hand in 
such a peculiar way and slapped your 
knee.” The deacon: ‘‘Oh, that was be- 
cause you reminded me of where I left my 
umbrella.’’— Judge. 


Gass Snoparass recently applied to 
the Rev. Aminidab Bledso, of the Blue 
Light Austin Tabernacle, for some pecuni- 
ary assistance. ‘‘I jess can’t do it,” re- 
plied Parson Bledso; ‘‘I has to s’port my 
pore ole. mudder.” ‘‘But yer pore old 
mudder says you don’t do nuffin’ for her.” 
‘Well, den, if I don’t do nuffin’ for my 
pore ole mudder, what’s de use ob an out- 
sider like you tryin’ ter make me shell 
out.”— Texas Siftings. 


A puGNACcIoUS minister of this city once 
in a while trips up. This time he was 
talking about Labor day. He spoke about 
the dignity of labor in one unctuous para- 
graph, avd of the curse of God, which im- 
posed labor upon Adam, in another. Poli- 
ticians and preachers sometimes curse 
their opponents into prominence, but for 
the first time in our short experience hay 
we had our attention called to the alleged 
fact that God cursed dignity into labor. 
The modern spirit has secured at least a 
temporary lodgment in this gentleman’s 
mind, and mixed him and his dogmas pro- 
miscuously.—Progressive Age (Minne- 
apol s). 

Masri shows a distressingly logical 
mind for a little girl. The second day 


after school began, she came straggling |. 


home late in the afternoon, with unmis- 
takable signs of having spent the day in 
play. ‘‘ Mabel,” said her mother sternly, 
**havn’t you been to school?” ‘‘No’m,” 
answered Mabel. ‘‘Where hav you 
been?” ‘‘To Patty’s house, playin’ in 
the gooseberry bushes.” When she was 
asked how she came to do so naughty a 
thing. she explained as follows: ‘* You 
said God could do anything; so I just asked 
him to excuse me for not goin’ to-day, and 
to make you not mind aboutit. An’, of 
course, he did.”—New York World. 


Tas mountain circuit rider met me at 
the foot of Hurricane Gap in the Pine 
mountains, and werode along together, and 
about a mile from where the roads forked 
we were stopped by a mountaineer, with 
a Winchester, whom the preacher knew. 
He presented me in due form, and when 
the nativ knew I was an ‘‘outsider,” he 
did’t hesitate to talk. ‘‘I just stopped 
yer,” he said to the preacher, ‘‘ ter ax yer 
to come up to the house in the mornin.” 
“Anybody sick?” inquired the preacher. 
“No,” and the mountaineer hesitated. 
‘ You know you hav been a talkin’ ter me 
fer a long time erbout gittin’ religion, 
an’ I been a holdin’ off?” The preacher 
nodded and looked pleased, for there was 
atone of penitence in the nativ’s voice. 
‘Well, I’ve erbout made up my mind 
that I’ve got ter the p’nt when somethin's 
got ter be done. Jim Gullins come by my 
place this mornin’ an’ killed one uv my 
dogs when I was away, an’ you’ve heerd 
me say what I thought of Jim Gullins 
many atime afore this?” The preacher 
nedded sorrowfully this time. ‘‘ Well, 
I’m goin’ down to see Jim now,” con- 
tinued the mountaineer, ‘‘an’ if I git 
him, Pll be ready to jine the meetin’ 
house when you come upin the mornin” 
an’ ef Jim gets me, you'll hav a funeral to 
preach, .so’s you won’t lose nothin’ by it 
nohow. I must be gittin’ along; good- 
bye,” and, slinging his Winchester into 
the hollow of his arm, he hurried away 
through the thicket, leaving the circuit 
rider and me sitting on our horses in the 
road completely knocked out by the sud- 
denness of it all, and the peculjarity,— 
Exchange, j i 


IRON-GLAD AND MANNA SERIES. 


IRON-CLAD SERIES. 


1 Atonement. Charles Bradlaugh...... OS 5 
2 Secular Responsibility.. G.J. Holyoake.. 
-4 Influence of Christianity on Civilizatior. 
nderwood....-....+ iaeoe ade Taes EEE 
7 Buddhist Nihilism. Prof. Max Mueller..... 
8 Religion of Inhumanity. F. Harrison...... 
9 Relation of Witchcraft to Religion. Lyall 
10 Epidemic Delusions. M: 
1 Philosophy of Spiritualism, 
12 Tyndall’s 
18 Essa. 
14 Lan 


Charles Bradlaugh........ 
16 Why Do Men Ntarve? 
18 A Plea for Atheism. Charles Bradlaugh... 1 
19 Large or Small Families? A. Holyoake..... 
20 Superstition Displayed, with a Letter of 

William Pitt. Austin Holyoake._........ 
21 Defense of Secular Principles. C. Wat k 
22 Is the Bible Reliable? Charles Watts. ; 
23 The Christian Deity. Charles Watts........ 
24 Moral Value of the Bible. Charles Watts.... 
2 Freethought and Mod. Progress. Watts.... 
26 Christianity: Its Nature and Influence on 

Civilization. Charles Watts ............. 
28 Thoughts on Atheism. Austin Holyoake... 


Marvin...... o 
Marvin.. 
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. 29 Is there a Moral Governor of the Universe? 


Austin Holyoake, ........sec0--eerssesrees 5 
80 Philosophy of Secularism. Charles Watts.. 5 
38 Is There a God? Charles Bradlaugh........ 5 
39 Labor’s Prayer. Charles Bradlaugh.. 5 
40 poverty: Its Cause and Cure., 10 
42 Science and Bible Antagonistic. 10 
48 Christian Scheme of Redemption. C. Watts 5 
44 Logic of Death: or, Why Should the Atheist 
ear to Die? By G. J. Holyoake ......... 10 
47 Poverty: Its Effects on the Political Condi- 
tion of the People. Charles Bradlaugh.. 5 


MANNA SERIES. 


1 Original Manna for “ God’s Chosen.”....... 5 
3 New Life of Dayid. Charles Bradlaugh.... 5 
5 200 Questions Without Answers...........++- 5 
6 Dialogue between a Christian Missionary 
i aud a Chinese Mandarin......-.....,-..++. 10 
7 Queries Submitted to the Bench of Bishops 
by a Weak but Zealous Christian... .... 10 
8 Search After Heaven and Hell. A. Holy- 


oake ....22.. rene EE es vee wand 5 

9 New Life of Jonah. Chas. Bradlaugh....... 5 
10 A Few Words about the Devil...... seneacceee Š 
11 New Life of Jacob........... fp cuawsisesckeceteee 5 
12 Daniel, the Dreamer. Austin Holyoake..... 10 
13 Specimen of the Bible: Esther. olyoake. 10 


14 Acts of the Apostles: A Farce. A.H. 

15 Ludicrous Aspects of Christianity. A.H 
16 Twelve Apostles. Charles Bradlaugh.. i 
17 Who Was Jesus Christ? ©. Bradlaugh . 
18 What Did Jesus Teach? O. Bradlaugh...... 5 
19 New Life of Abraham. Charles Bradlaugh. 5 
20 New Life of Moses. Charles Bradlaugh..... 5 
21 A Secular Prayer. Holyoake. Per Guz..... 


On orders for Iron-Clad and Manna we will send 
$1.10 worth for $1; $2.50 worth for $2; $5 worth 
for $3, and $10 worth for $5. 


Books byS. P. Putnam. 


IU 
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The New God. Price, 10 cents, 
The Problem of the Universe, and Its 
Scientific Solution, with some Criticisms of 
Ypivorsologz: Price, 20 cents. É 
Waifs and Wanderings, A New Ameri- 
can Story. Price, cloth, $1.00; paper,,50 
cents. “A prose epic of the war, rich with 
incident and dramatic power; breezy from 
first page to last with the living spirit of to- 


day.”—[John Swinton’s Paper. 
Golden Throne, A Romance, ‘‘The au- 
thor certainly ‚has, genius. The divine 
The book is 


creative park is within him. i 
ed wit manly thoughts, expressed in 
manly words—the ranscrint of a manly mind. 
Every Liberal should read ‘Golden Throne.’” 
—tIingersoll. Price, $1. ae 
Ingersoll and Jesus. A conversation in 
rhyme between the Nineteenth Centnry 
Infidel and the Galilean Reformer, wherein 
it is shown there is much in harmony between 
them. Price, 10 cents. 


Adami and Heva, A poetic version of 


the Jndian story of the Garden of Eden in . 


whica its superiority to the mutilated copy— 
the Genesis legend—is shown. Price, 10 cents. 


Gottlieb: His Life. A Freethought Ro- 
mance. Price, 35 cents. . 

My Religious Experience, Price, 25 cents, 
For all of the above address ; 


TRUTH SEEKER CO. 
28 Lafavette place, New York. 


Col. R. G. Ingersoll’s 
ARGUMENT 


Reynolds Blasphemy Trial, 


At Morristown, N. J. 


This is the greatest argument ever made in a case 
of this kind, and will be a model for the Bar so 


long as the Christians use force to repress free f 


speech. Its legal acumen is unsurpassed, its elo- 
quence never equaled. Wherever Christian per- 
secution is going on this argument should be 
freely circulated, read to the Christians, and ex- 
pounded on every occasion. 


In paper, 25 cents; in cloth, 50 cents. 
Address | THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


The Clergyman’s Victims, 
A LIBERAL STORY, 
By Mas. E » Bary, Price, 25 cents, 


BRAIN = BIBLE: 
THE ONFLIOT BETWEEN MENTAL SCIENCE 


AND THEOLOGY. 
By EDGAR C. BEALL, M.D., 


with a preface by 
R. G. INGERSOLL. 
This is the only work of its kind in the litera- 
ture of Freethought. Its arguments are based 
upon scientific phrenology, and appeal directly 
to the reader’s sense of logic and love of justice. 
It_is eloquent as well as convincing. 


Price, cloth, $1. e885 
THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


SAU in a Nutshell. 


By ASA AUGER. 


A condensation of the fundamental arguments 
against Christianity. 


A Very Good Little Missionary Work. 


Address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Price, 15 cents. 


Essay on Miracles. 


` By DAVID HUME, 
Prien : WO GAR 


Roaring Lion on the Track, 


By M. BABOOOK. 


Price, . . . . 10 cents. | 


THE SABBATH. 


By M. FARRINGTON. 
4 Thorough Examination and Ref. 
utation of the Claims of the 
Sabbatarians. 
Chu = - - - - 


20 cents. 
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Godly Women of the Bible. 


A HISTORY OF ALL 
The Women Who Figure in the Bible, 


—BY— 
Ay Unaopiy WOMAN or THE NINETEENTH ORNL 


% cents 


SHer - « - o æ - 


Pyramid of Gizeh. 


Ancient Egyptian Civilization and Hebrew Nar- 
rative in Genesis and Exodus. 
By Van BUREN DENSLOW, LL.D. Price, 15 cents 


SISTER LUCY 


Her Awful Disclosures 


AS O REW HALL CONVENT. 


Aad a Fiw Words on Auricular Confossion. 
PRP, : - AD monte 


THOMAS PAINE; 
WAS HE JUNIUS? 


By W. H. BURR. , 


Second edition, enlarged to 32 pages; with the 
engraved likeness of Paine. Price,10 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Is Controversy Dangerous? 


By W. F. JAMIESON. 


This little book goes down to the very bed- 
rock of human liberty. 
Price, ~ . - 2% cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


VALUABLE ENGLISH 
PUBLICATION. 


The Student’s Darwin, By Edward B. 
Aveling, D. Sc., Fellow of University College 
London. The purpose of this book ig to te 
something of Darwin's work to those who have 
neither the time nor the opportunity to investi« 

ate it fully for themselves. 1. The Naturalist’s 

oyage Around the World. 2 Geological 
Works. 3. Botanical Works. 4 Zoological 
Works. _ 5. Works on Evolution, With .a 
copioys index. Price, $3} ro 


Thomas Paine’s Works. 


Gems of Bhought. 


SPEEDY end to Superstition, a gentle one 
if you can contrive it, but anend. What 
can it profit any mortal to adopt locutions 
and imaginations which do not correspond 
to fact; which no sane mortal can deliber- 
ately adopt in his soul as true?— Thomas 
Carlyle. 


Wuar is heresy that it should be so 
heavily punished? Why is it that society 
will condone many offenses, pardon many 
vicious practices, and yet hav such scant 
mercy for the open heretic, who is treated 
as though he were some horrid monster to 
be feared, hated, and if possible, exter- 
minated?— Charles Bradlaugh. 


THERE is one mind common to all indi- 
vidual men. Every man is an inlet to the 
same and to all of the same. He that is 
ones admitted to the right of reason is 
madé a freeman of the whole estate. What 
Plato has thought, he may think; what a 
saint has felt, fe may feel; what at any 
time has befallen any man, he can under- 
stand. Who hath access to this universal 
mind isa party to all that is or can be 
done, for this is the only and sovereign 
agent.— Ralph Waldo Emerson, 


Tue first to urge extension of the 
principles of independence to the enslaved 
negro; the first to arraign monarchy, and 
to point out the danger of its survival in 
presidency; the first to propose articles of 
a more thorough nationality to the new- 
born states; the first to advocate interna- 
tional arbitration; the first to expose the 
absurdity and criminality of duelling; the 
first to suggest more rational ideas of mar- 
riage and divorce; the first to advocate 
national and international copyright; the 
first to plead for the animals; the first to 
demand justice for women—what brilliants 
would our modern reformers hav contrib- 
uted to a coronet for that man’s [Paine’s] 
brow, had he not presently worshiped the 
God of his fathers after the way that theo- 
logians call ‘* heresy.” —Moncure D. Con- 
way. 


Time indeed works wonders, As theo- 
logians hav no useful knowledge of their 
own, they adopt the terminology of astron- 
omy and geology. Now they can no 
longer suppress the truth, or proscribe the 
study of the works’ of philosophers, they 
embrace the theory of evolution, and en- 
deavor to giv it a theological explanation. 
Perhaps, after all, there is some hope for 
those theologians who hav endeavored to 
make. the flat earth of the Bible into the 
globe recognized by modern science, and 
to extend six thousand years into myriads 
of ages. _The theologians could bury Der- 
win in their sacred temple with sacred 
rites, but happily they could not bury his 
teachings, or obliterate his declaration 
that their way of looking at nature was 
content to be with the eye of an unedu- 
cated savage!—Charles Watts. 


Soorarxs tells us that ‘‘All we know is 
nothing.” Well, this much I do know— 
that a man wrote the book of Genesis, and 
so, of course, the first and most important 
of human beings which he creates therein 
is man. Then poor woman comes in, at 
the fag-end of all, and is at once assigned 
her place, that of being man’s helpmate; 
in other words, his slave. And so through- 
out the Old and New Testament, down to 
the time when St. Paul bade ‘‘ wives sub- 
mit themselvs to their husbands,” ete., the 
creed has been sedulously fostered that 
man is the superior being, woman the in- 
ferior; that in him are vested all human 

‘rights, while in her are vested only such 
of these as he may chonse to giv her. That 
creed has survived the wars of religion 
and the ravages of time. and to this hour 
it is taught to the girl and boy, the woman 
and the man, with sedulous zeal, and no- 
where more so than from the pulpit. 
With what awful result? I answer, ‘‘the 
degradation of woman.” —Lady Florence 
Dixie. N 


Waen the Puritans left England it was 
for dear liberty’s sake, but when they 
reached this continent and had established 
theniselvs they practiced the same tyranny 
for which they had fled their nativ land. 
So it is with Joseph Cook. He would 
not allow Father O’Gorman to pray in the 
public schools, nor present his ideal of 
Christ. That would be tyranny. It 
would be opening the way for the Catho- 
lic conquest of the republic. Yes, if the 
Catholic was allowed to say prayers and 
present Christ as he idealizes him, the 
pope would soon be in America and 
Christianity would be doomed! Yet this 
same Mr. Cook would practice the same 
tyranny of which he accuses the Catholic, 
He would say his prayers, and make the 
Catholic hear them or stay out of school. 
He would hold up his ideal of Christ, if it 
ostracized every Catholic, every Jew, 
_every. Buddhist, every Unitarian, and 
every Agnostic in the republic. He would 
` do this, and rather than not do this, so he 
avers, he would prefer to. cut-off his right 
‘arm, or cut out his tongne, —Minneapotia 
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Mr. Heston deserves to be called the artist-hero of Liberali-m H ; 
treethought, and has done fai hfui and noble work for ibe cause of right and truth. but the cies 
There aie nearly two hundred pages of readin 
litter thet sc ve first as exp.anations of th» allustratic ns, aud secondly as texts to prove tlic. tt 
ustty of the church’s professions and the hypocrisy of those who uphold them. Altogether 1. 
best weapons against Christianity . nd the church tha; has ever been put in t} 
auds of F.eethinkers.—_[Boston Investigator. 


Price, board covers, $2; cloth, $2.50. 


res do not make up the whole of ‚his volume 


ok is one of tue 


POPES AND THEIR DOINGS 


. 2CCOUNT OF 
Vicars of Christ and V.cegerents of God. 
Paper, Socents; cloth. 19 cents. -| receipt of one dallar. 


The Illustrations are classified as follows: 


Uncle Sam and the Priests. 2 represent Samples of Christianity’s Work 
The Church Kobbing the People. | 5 a Missionaries. 
‘hanksgiving. 1 of The Lord’s Instruments, 

Sabbath Laws. x5 i 
Children and the Church. 1 s The Church and Slavery. 
Woman and the Church. 2 $ Pciests and Politics. 
The Charch and Thomas Paine. 4 a Ireland and the Church. 
Studies in Natural History. oe Church’s idea of Givilizatio.. 
The Bible and Science. 1 me The Uses of the Cross. 
The Clergy and ‘heir Flocks. 4 R ł i 
Piety in Our Penitentiaries. 9 Persecutions of the Church. 
Tho Atonemens Scheme. 12 ‘ Sone Allegories. 
The Lord and His Works. 3 ži Heaven. 

6 ie el. 

7 s Miscellaneous. 


Christians and Mohammedans. 


A most extraordinary publication. We venture the asscition that nothing like it has ever be . 
ore appeared iu this country, ana it is very doubtful if another one lise it will ever again be pub. 
ished. We must give the Truth Seeker Company tlic cred $. f pu ting the book in the reach ot all. 
\t twice the price it would have baen a cheap hook. Art »t Jieston as a portrait painter and de 
signer is & wonderful success. an 1w; judge from our own f clings that neariy every Literal i 
-Merica will desire a copy of this most wonderful volume.—[Frecthinkers’ Magazine. 


Address THE TRUTH SFEKER. 


Age of Reason. 
6 copies for $1; cl 
Age of Reason an 
ion of the 
Pap., 40c.3 Clo., 75 
Apostle o 


Prophecies. 


TC. 
f Political and Re- 
ious Liberty. (Life.) By 
.Remsburg. Portrait. Pap.. 
Written in 


Crisis. Written During Am. 
Revolution. Pap., 40c.; clo., 75c. 
Great Works. 


J. 

BOc.3 clo., 750. 
Common Sense. 

1776. 15c. 


8vo. 800 pp., 


ilt $4.50. 
ffe of. By J. E. Remsburg 
+ 500- 

ith Remarks on 


Comte and Rousseau. 
Blanchard. P 


Port. Pap. 


ap., 40c.; clo., with 


With Explanatory 
Observations. By G. Vale. Por- 
trait. $i. : i 

Lithograph of. Heavy plate 
paper, 22x28, al at 

Political and Religious Re- 


former. By B. 
wood. 10c. 
Political Works: ‘‘Common 


Man,” g 
Rights of Man. Answer to 
Burke's Attack on French Revo- 
lution. Pap., 40c.; clo., 75c. 
Testimonials to His Merits. 
Compiled by J. N. Moreau. 
Theological Works: “Age 
Reason,” “ Examination of Proph- 
ecies,” etc., with Life of Paine 


Hooria See 
l —— a” l 
z and steel port. $1.50. f 
~ BE S Vindication of. Reply to N. Y. 
Boy 5 Observer. By R. G. Ingersoll. 10c. 
Address The Truth Seeker Company.’ 


FREETHINKERS' PICTORIAL TEXT-BOON. 


THE ABSURDITY AND UNTRUTHYUL- 
NESS OF THE CHURCH'S CLAIM 
TO BE A DIVINE AND BENEFI- 
OENT INSTITUTION, AND RE+ 
VEALING THE ABUSES 
OF A UNION OF 
CHURCH AND 


Full~Page 
Illustrations. 
WITH COPIOUS 


FACTS, 
HISTORY, 
STATISTICS, 


OPINIONS oF SCHOL- 


CITKTIONS OF 


TO MAINTAIN THE ARGUMENT OF 
THE ARTIST. 


DESIGNS BY WATS? N 
WITH T 


TAE DESIGNER. 


$ Bible Doctrines and Their Resu!ts, 


- Unkind reflections on the Church. 


He has dedicated his genius t 


FILE BINDERS. 


Those who preserve the volumes of Tre Truta 
Szexer need a File Binder, which wey 


The Freethinker’s Badge-pin 


2.75 Pin and Tae Truta 
EKER one year for $5. 


Ingersoll Souvenir Spoon 


AND 
THE TRUTH SEEKER 


a ONE YEAR, 
ill be sent for $4.75. Sugar Spoons and Tauta 
SEEKER, $5. Hither kind (Tea or Sugar) Spoon 
gilt bowl, 50c. more, 

Address THE TRUTH REEKER. 


TEREOP TY ONS, all prices, Views illustrating 
every, subjecct for PUBLIC EXHIBITIONS, etc. 

A profitable business fora man with a smallcapital. Also, 
Lanterns for Home Amusement. 240 page Catalogue freee 
McALLISTER. Mig. Opticians, 49 Nassau Ste, N.Y o 

13 cuw3y 
CHOLERA, DIPATHERAIA, Dysentery. 
Piles, Quinsy, Catarrh. The Antidote f r $. 
Agents wanted. Dr. H. MILLER, 2,333 Hicory 
street. St. Louis, Mo. former address 1,441 south 
Twelfth :trect, Denver, Col. 20t28 


Yehas AMERICAN patent lever MOVEMENT, 
\ Patent Escapement and Regulater, Lantorn Pinion, 
$40 benta to minute; No key required to wind and 
sot; Wolgbt 4 of.; exactly llko cut; Post-pald for $1.60, 
3 for $4.00, 12 for 815.00. by express. Mentloa paper 
‘and wo will include handsome gold plated CHAIN & 
CHARM, AGENTS & Storekecpers soud for TERMS. 
Cataloguo of 1000 new articles FREE, 


RONERT H. INGERSOLL & BRO, 7 
65 COUTLANDS & EW YORK CITY. 


THE 


“Otto Wettstein” WATCH. 


Perfected, new model, 16 jewels, full adjusted 
to heat, cold, and position. beautiful double sunk 
dial, and all modern improvements; guaranteed 
a perfect timer. Price, in silverine dust-proof 
cases, $17; 4-ounce coin Silver, $28. In best filled 
gold case, open-face, dust-proof, $26; hinged 
case, #28 to $30; hunting, 830 to $35; 14 carat, 
solid gold, $45 to $150. Nickel works, $2 more. 

Regular Grade American Watches.— 
Silverine case, 7 jewels, $6; 11 jewels, $7.50; 15 
jewels, $9; aitto, adjusted, $t1; ditto, 17 jewels, 
#15. [Ín finer cases, add as above. 

Ladies’ American Gold Watches.—As)] 
latest styles. in plush cases; best filled, 7 jewels, 
$14; 11 Jewels, $15.60; 15 Jewels, #20; 14 carat solid 
gold, $10 more. Heavier, more elaborate, and 

iamond-set cases, trom $5 to $100 more. 

_ All watches sent with written gaarantee, kept 
in order 1 year, and after that time cleaned for $1 
and returned free. i 

Sundries. - Lower grade nickel watches, $5, 
$4, and #8. Best spec.acles, $1; best razor, $2; 
best triple-plated teaspoons, $1.80; table spoons, 
83. f0; knives, $1.75; forks, 81.75; all for sets of 6. 

olid silver spoons, $1.35 per ounce; solid silver ° 
souvenir spoons. $1, $1.25, $1.50, $2 to $3. 

Fhe Cotonel Ingersoll.—Tea, $2.50; orange, 
$2.75; sugar, $3; gilt bowls, 50 cents more 
Etched (teas only): 

“The Time to be Happy ts Now,” 
50 cents extra. 

The Torch of Reason Badge, solid gold, 
enameled in 5 colors, small pins, #2, $2.75, and 
$3.50. With diamonds, 85, $8. Large, $3, $4, $5, 
$15. Charms, $3, $4, $5, 86, 7.50, $10, $15, $20, #30. 

Diamonds. 20 per cent. below market price. 
Send for price lists, cards in colors and gold of 
badge, tracts, etc., free. Ail goods prepatd (ex- 
cept knives and forks) and cash refunded at op- 
tion. Watch cleaned $1, and returned free. 

OTTO WETTSTEIN, Rochelle, Iil. 

P.S.—The “Ingersoll Souvenir Spoon” tree 

with every $20 order. 6 with $100 order. 


NOTED SPECIALIST, 
For Men Only, 


Is a physician of a wide and extensive practice - 
and his remedies are of the.best. The Doctor 
treats all those pecuuar diseases of young and 
middle-aged men, as the result-of youthful errors 
and excesses, causing Early Decay, Loss of Man- 
hood, Wasting Discharges, Varicocele, Menta] 
and, Physical Debility, Idiocy, Insanity, and 
eath, 

To those afflicted and who are desirous of being 
cured a boosie’ uf some 83 pages will be sent to 
their adiress for ten cents, sealed in a plain 
enveloje, giving auses and Symptoms of the 
Complaint and a descriftion of the Doctor’s im- 
portant medical discovery an Outward Applica» 
tion—a positive cure—the only remedy of the 
kind in exixtence—with evidences of success. 

ddress, DE. R. P. FELLOWS, 
Vineland, N. š., 


ane say you saw this advertisement in Twe 
‘RUTH GEEK*R. : 
Dr. Fellows isan Infidel. 
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ZEKE GETS INSPIRED. 
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Moreover take thou unto thee an iron pan, and set it for a wallof iron between thee and the city: and set 
thy face against it, and it shall be besieged, and thou shalt lay siege against it ‘This shall be a sign to the house 


of Israel.—Ezek. iv, 3. 


“A Digest of Science.” 


THE DYNAMIC THEORY OF LIFE AND MIND: 


nattempt to show that all Organic Beings are both Con- 
structed and Operated by the Dynamic Agencies 
of their respective Environments. 


By JAMES B. ALEXANDER. 


Over 400 illustrations, 87 chapters, 1,067 pages, and a 3-column index of 11 pages. 
Price, express prepaid bv us, only $2.75. 


This work endeavors to embrace the field covered by thousands of books, such as those of the 
“ Humboldt Library. of Science,” the ‘‘ International Scientific Series,” etc., by bringing together, in 
simple and direct form, with proper correspondence between them, all of the known factors con- 
tributing toward the origin and evolution of organic beings. 


THEN READ A CHAPTER OR VERSE DAILY FROM THIS BIBLE OF 
SCIENCE! 


It is entertaining as well as enlightening, and will lead you to “ worth-ship ” (worship) nature 
-t4 e., appreciate the worth of the Universal Mother. 


You must own this book some day: why not NOW? 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


REDUCTION IN PRICE OF A GREAT BOOK 


With the eighth edition # 
Winwood Reade’s “ Martyr 


Xo you wish to be well informed? 


dom of Man,” the cost ok 
a | production has been fes 
a sened so that we can reduce 
| the price from $1.75 tw 


$1.00. 


The book has had a phenomenal gale for so heretical a work, second only to Helen Gardener’? 
“ Meu, Women, and Gods,” and we give our readers the pecuniary benefit of it. The j 


“MARTYRDOM OF MAN” 


Isa very interestingly pictured synopsis of universal history, showing what the race has undergone 
~its martyrdom—in its rise to its present plane. Itshows how War and Religion have been oppres.- 
sive factors in man’s struggle for Liberty, and the last chapter, of some. 150- pages, describes his 
tellectual struggle from the animal period of the earth to the present, adding an outline of what 
the author conceives would be a religion of reason and love. The chapters are: 
Egypt, Western Asia, the Persians, the Greeks, the Macedonians, Alexandria, the 
$ \ A Rikin Carthage and Rome, Roman Africa, the Arabs. 


The Natural History of Religion, the Israelites, the Jews, the Prophets. 
RE LIGILON. onse of J esus, the. Christians, Arabia, Mecca, Character of Moham: 
: med, Description of Africa, the Mohammedans in Ventral Africa. 
Ancient Europe, Invasion of the Germans, the-Castle, the Town, the 
Li BERT »Church, Venice, Arab Spain, the Portuguese, Discoverers, the Slave Trade, 
Abolition in Europe, Abolition in America. Materials of Human History. 


INTELLECT Animal Period of the Earth, Origin of Man, and Early Histor, 
e 


Summary of Universal History, The Future of the Human Race, The 
"viga reduced from $1.75 to $1.00. 


Religion of Reason and Love. i 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


THE PHILOSOPHY 
MENTAL HEALING. 


A Practical Exposition of 
Natural Restorative Power. 


By LEANDER EDMUND WHIPPLE. 


A Book to explain the correct idea of Mental 
Healing, and what may be reasonably expected 
to result from an understanding of its principles. 


Price, $2.50. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


THE BOOK THAT STARTED THE REFER- 
ENDUM MOVEMENT. 


DIREGT LEGISLATION 


By the Citizenship th:ough the 
Initiative and Referendum, 


By J. W. SULLIVAN. 
Price, 25 cents. Address TuE TRUTH SEEKER. 


A NEW WORK 


BY 
ARTHUR B. MOSS, 


Author of “The Bible and Evolution,” 
ENTITLED 


Christianity and Evolution, 


With preface by 
J. M. WHEELER, Sub-editor of Freethinker. 


Price, 1. 
Address 


GHOST OF ST. JOHNS. 


Re M. RABOOCE Prica. 15 nta 


MEDICAL. 


If you need a medicine pay attention to some- 
thing which will cure you. It is known as 


The Water of Life, 


and is adapted to curing, more especially, all 
forms of Stomach, Liver. Kidney, and Bladder 
troubles. By injecting this water it will heal all 
sorts of inflammations of the internal organs,such 
cases as Piles, Typhoid and other fevers, Bowel 
diseases, Uterine and other forms of female 
Complaints. _ It is & Blood Purifier, and is an ex- 
cellent remedy for Catarrh and Lung and Throat 
inflammations. It will heal the nerves, restorin 
lost vigor of mind and body. creating a goo 
appetite and producing sound sleep. It acts 
steadily upon the urine, cleansing the blood by 
means of the kidneys, and acts mildly upon the 
bowels, thereby producing bodily habits which 
are so essential to good health. This 


Water of Life 


is sold absolutely pure, as it is pumped from 
the spring, without the addition of any drug 
whatever. Itis Nature's Remedy, pure and sim- 
ple, and nota manufactured article. The + uccess 
it has achieved has come mostly from its friends 
who hav been cured by using it. Send for a 
pamphlet free, containing photo-engraved let- 
ters and recommendations from those who have 
used it, giving a forty-page history and all par- 
ticulars about this remarkable water, to 


_J. R. PERRY, Manager, 


Order at once. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


38 Lafayette place, New York. ẹmi? 34 South Main Street, Wilkesbarre. Pa. 


Jf ews of the (Deck. 


BisMAROK is very sick. 
Cxoxera is on the increase in Spain. 


Tue Brazilian rebellion appears to be 
gaining strength daily. 


Tue time for completing the eleventh 
census has been extended to June 80, 1894. 


JOSEPH CHAMBERLAIN, Unionist leader 
in the British House of Commons, is visit- 
ing the United States. ar 


On October 2d there was heavy fighting 
at Melilla, Morocco, between the Spanish 
garrison and the Moors. 


JERSEY Crry preachers and elders hav 
organized the Christian vote against gam- 
blers and the liquor trade. 


A. Oaxry Harn, ex-mayor of New 
York, was counsel for Emma Goldman, 
revolutionist, accused of inciting to riot. 


Nwarzuy all the Democratic. state con- 
ventions indorse the position of the admin- 
istration on the Sherman law repeal issue. 


Riotrve on October 5th, near Indian- 
apolis, Ind., between Big Four workmen 
and geilvay special police. One man 

ed. 


MeEmoriaz services in honor of Charles 
Stewart Parnell were held in Dublin, Oc- 
tober 8th. It was the second anniversary 
of his death. 


THe mining troubles at Coal Creek, 
Tenn., hav been terminated by the return 
of the men to work. The companies hav 
reduced rents. 


Tuomas Man, associate of John Burns 
and Keir Hardie, in the English labor 
movement, is about to take holy orders in 
the English church. 


A NATIONAL convention of Spiritualists 
was held at Chicago Sept. 27, 1898, and a 
national organization perfected, with H. 
D. Barrett, of Lily Dale, N. Y., president. 


Ture is trouble in the British colonies 
in South Africa. The Matabele attack and 
kill the Mashona, who are at work in the 
mines of the British South African Com- 


pany. 7 


Everne Post, a dentist of New York, 
was fined $250 in special sessions court for 
practicing dentistry without a license. . He 
was prosecuted by the New York Dental 
Society. 


Tue Canadian government refuses to 
impose further restrictions on Chinese im- 
migration. Neither the letter nor spirit 
of the treaty obligations can be violated, 
it is held. 


On October 1st a tremendous hurricane 
swept in from the gulf of Mexico, destroying ` 
several island villages and fishing settle- 
ments below New Orleans. Over two 
thousand lives were lost. 


There is much dissatisfaction in France 
over the proposed fête of the officers of 
the Russian fleet. It is felt among the 
radicals that a really free country can hav 
no fraternity with such a despotism as 
Russia. 


Cuicaco Day, October 9th, at the 
World’s Fair, witnessed the greatest at- 
tendance at any exhibition in one day. 
Over seven hundred thousand pers. ns en- 
tered the grounds. There were many ac- 
cidents. ; 


A DARGE number of the titled women 
of England are writing for the press. 
Among these are the duchesses of Cleve- 
land, Rutland, Sutherland, and Bedford, 
the countess of Carlisle and Lady Con- 
stance Howard. 


Roustem Pasma, Turkish ambassador to 
England, declares that there is no such 
thing as religious persecution in Turkey, 
He says that the so-called ‘‘ Armenian” 
troubles hav their root in the American 
college of Marsoven. 


Parras, the Spanish revolutionist, who 
attempted to murder Captain-General 
Martinez de Campos, by throwing two 
bombs at him, was executed at Barcelona 
on Ootober 6th. He was shot with his 
back to the firing party. 


Junar SHEPARD, of the Bowie county, 
Tex., district court, has declared more 
than one thousand marriages in that 
county illegal because of irregularity in 
issuing licenses by the county clerk. An 
appeal to the Texas supreme court will be 
aken. 


Tur great English coal strike continues. 
Coal is $12 per ton in London. One and 
a half millions of wage earners are af- 
fected, fifty per cent. of whom are entirely 
out of work. In some towns soup and 
bread is being doled out every other day, 
and school children are getting breakfast 
each day. Nothing like such disaster and 
suffering has ever before been known in 
England. i 
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ENGLAND TOWARD THE MOTHER CHURCH. 


| © : KS BY 
Old “Testament Stories wpORP EEL T 


The Bible of Nature: A Contribution 
° . í to the Religion of the Future. Cloth. $1. , 
Ixl r The Secret of the East; or, The Origin 
€ of the Christian Religion and the Significance 
of its Rise and Decline. Cloth, $1. 
s Physical Education ; or, The Health-Laws 
of Nature. Cloth, $1. 

z Houseliold Remedies for the Prevalent 
iT WILL Disorders of the Human Organism. Cloth, $1. 
Zoological Sketches: A Contribution to 


IT WIL L the Outdoor study of Natural History. Illus- 
trated by H. Faber. Oloth, 42 
ddress THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafavette place, New York. 


CORNER i a ae ee ae ae 
Harwin and After Darwin. 


THE 
By Grorce J. ROMANES. 


WY, ' P. 7 PARSON. As stematic Exposition of what may be termed 
h- 


the Darwinism of Darwin, and intended to be of 


l read ther than t = 
By WATSON HESTON. ee to the penera reader rather than to pro 
eT eT ee ae a EE 


Mr. Romanes is well known as one of the most 
interesting of English writers upon evolution, 


The Stories Humorously Told—And Hard Facts j Full~Pa é besides ranking with Professor Huxley in scien- 
Given Concerning the Origin and Authenticity of the 40 0 Pages. 200 Be a mae rng E, 
Old Testament—A Page of Text to Each Picture. 


MAKE You 


LAUGH. 


t Design, to which the church so often refers: 
Pictures. Thus whether we look to the facts of adapta- 
tion or to those of beauty, ev@ywhere through- 
out. organic nature we meet with abundant 


CONTENTS: evidence of natural causation, while nowhere do 

Sustaining a Theory, Jacob and Esau, vephthah and His Human Sacrities. ee at A independent evidence and 
Some Giants, Joseph the Man of Dreams, Samson the Strong, beauty are alike receiving their explanation at 

! The Adventures and Work of Noah. Holy Moses, Ruth and Boaz, the hands of a purely mechanical philosophy. si 
` A Hunting Anecdote, Balaam the Diviner, Unstable as Water, God Shall Not Excei, | All nature has thus been transformed Daner and 
i Abraham, Christ’s Great Ancestor, Bloody Joshua, David, God's Favorite, ` to an extent that has never before been possible; 
ey A Queer Family, The Campaign of Deborah and Barak Some Stories from the Book of Kings, and inasmuch as the chan e Which has talen 
<. Psaae and His “ Sister,” Against Jabin and Sisera, Adventures of the Prophets, place pas taken, plavo in tho creat O aring iho 
{ One of Twins, General Gideon. Jonah the Truthful Sailor. mechanical interpretation of nature universal, it 
j ' is no wonder if the religious mind has suddenly 

t Boards, illuminated covers, $1; cloth, gilt side stamp, $1.50. awakened to a new, and a terrible force in the 


words of its traditional enemy—W here is now 


thy God?” . 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER QC. Thastrated, ane cloth, OTH SEEKER. 
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New Publications. | New Publications. 


RELICION A CURSE, 
RELICION A DISEASE, 


RELIGION A LIE. 


By Samuel P. Putnam. 


Dedicated to the American Congress, of 1892, which for the sake of Religion, Stabbea Liberty 


to the Heart. 


A work burning with indignation inspired by the Congressional act closing the World’s Fair 


on Sunday—an act which practically united the government and the Christian church. 


To which is added Mr. Putnam’s address delivered before the Columbian 


Exposition Committee of the House of Representatives against Sunday closing. 
Also the following Essa 


of Liberty and Thomas Paine; a. 
thought Hall; Death and Life; The Golden Age; Shu 


the 
Centennial Exposition in Philadelphia, in 1876). 


The main essay in this work is one of the strongest arraignments ever made of tke religion 
h A T ely. 
It has been commended in the highest terms as it appeared in THE TRUTH BEEKER and we hope every 


which cramps and fetters the minds of the people of this country. It should be distributed wi 


reader will buy a copy to lend his neighbor and arouse thought. 


Price 2 cents; Five ooptes sor $1. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York City. 


DESIGN ARGUMENT FALLACIES, 


A Refutation of the Argument That Nature Exhibits 
Marks of Having Been Designed by 
an Intelligent Being. 


Address 


SYNOPSIS: f 
I. The Design Argument Vitiates Itself By Necessitating an Infinite Series of Designe - 
Il. If There i Not Be Beneficent. 


ere à Designer He Could Not 

Ili. If There Were One He Could Not Be Wise, for , 
His Processes Are Egregiously Slow, 
They Are Egregiously Wasteful, 
They Often Berye No Use, i 

_ They Have Produced Fauity Mechanisms. 
IV. What Is Called Design Is Only Subserviency; and the Watch Argument Is Ilegitimaw. 
V. What Actually Did Cause So-Called Design. 
Astronomy and Design. 
VII. The Argument of a First Cause. 


Embracing a Succinct Exposition of Evolution and a Sketch of Astronomy. 


BY THE EDITOR OF THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


LAA 


THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 28 Lafayette Place. N Y. 


Price 15 cents. Address 


Remsbure’s Book on Lincoln Now Ready. 


ABRAHAM 
LINCOLN: 


WAS HE A CHRISTIAN? 


By John E. Remsburg. 


One of the most noted controversies of the century has been waged over the question of 
Abraham Lincoln’s religious belief. Soon after the remains of America’s most illustrious son were 
laid to rest at Springfield, one of his biographers, Dr. Holand, put forward the claim that he was a 
Christian. The claim was promptly denied by the dead statesman’s friends, but only to be renewed 
again, and again denied. d thus for a quarter of a century the question of Lincoln's belief has 
been tossed like a battledore from side to side. : f 

For fifteen years Mr. Remsburg has been collecting material for his work. He presents an 
array of testimony that is irresistible and overwhelming, and which must put this qustion at rest 
forever, In addition to the testimony of twenty witnesses who claim that Lincoln was a Christian, 
and which is reviewed and refuted, he adduces the testimony of more than a hundred witnesses in 
proof of the claim that Lincoln was not a Christian. These witnesses include his wife and other 
relatives; his three law partners; his private secretaries; members of his cabinet; his principal 


biographers, and scores of his most intimate friends. 


NOTED WITNESSES. 


Hon. W. H. Herndon, Col. Ward H. Lamon, Hon. John T. Stuart, Col. James H. Matheny, Col. 
John G. Nicolay, Judge David Davis, Col Jesse W. Fell, Bon. Leonard Swett, Dr. William Jayne, 
Judge Stephon . Logan, Joshua ¥. Speed, Hon. Jesse K. Dubois, Hon. Joseph Gillespie, Dr. C. H. 
Ray, Col. F. 8, Rutherford, Judge Robert Leachman, Col. R. G. Ingersoll, Leonard W. Volk, Joseph 
Jetterson, Hon. £. B. Washburne, Hon. E. M Haines, Hon. James Tuttle, Hon. M. B. Field, Hon. 
Geo. W. Julian, Hon. John B. Alley, Hon, Hugh McCulloch, Gen. M M. Trumbull Rev. David 
Swing, Rey. Robert Collyer, Judge Jesse W. Weik, Hon. J. P. Usher, Hon. Geo. S. Boutwell, Hon. 
Wm, D. Kelley, Salmon P. Chase, Wm. H. Seward, Hon. John Covode, Hon. A. J. Grover, Hon. W. H. 
T. Wakefield, Gen. D. W. Wilder, Judge Aaron Goodrich, Judge James M. Nelson, Rey. Edward 
Higeleston, Rev. 4 ohn W. Chadwick, Donn Piatt, H. K. Magie, Dennis F. Hanks, Mrs. Sarah Lincoin, 

8. Mary Lincoln. 
_ The foregoing and sixty other reputable witnesses testify that the greatest man born on this 
continent was a Freethinker. 


Cloth, Sligpaper, 50 cents. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


%8 Lafayette Place, New York. 


MY RELIGIOUS EXPE- 


COSMIAN HYMN-BOOK. 


A COLLECTION OF 


ORIGINAL AND SELECTED HYMNS 


FoR 


By S., P. Putnam, 


Liberal and Ethical Societies, 
for Bohon and 
the Horno. Å Sa 2 
—With Musio Written to All theSongs.— Efl ea n paigus lifo and monta, 


rilliant en a Das happiest and most 
an and 18 i 
ompitep By L. K. WASHBU Prive ts Address Biv eplon 


a rks. Price, 25 cents. 
P Ace, 31,50. For sale at THIS bi 


RN. 
OFFIOE. 


8 and Poems by Mr. Putnam, which have neyer before been put in 
book form: Orthodoxy; Freethought; Man, Not God (written fora Paine anniversary); The Statue 
oem written for the openin exercises of the Silverton, Ore., Free- 

oor (@ poem on the closing of the 


-A Day in Court.  . 


New Publications. 


New Publications. | 
PEN PICTURES OF THE WORLD'S FAIR, 


By SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 


A Full Description of the Fair, Invalnable as a Guide-Book and still more Inval- 
uable to those who cannot attend. It tells WHAT TO SEE and WHERE TO SEE IT; 
ives rates of admission to the various attractions of the Fair and cost of living in 
hicago, with other usefulinformation to the visitor. ; 
tis, besides being a complete Guide-Book, the best description of the Fair yet 
given—poetic, beautiful, accurate. It describes the inauguration ceremonies, gives 
the director-general’s address, the efforts to close the Fair Sundays and the triumph 
of the Sunday-openers; describes the various buildings and what they contain, and is, 
all in all, the very best picture of the Fair that can be painted with a pen. ` 


ILLUSTRATED. 


A MAP OF JACKSON PARK, enabling the visitor to make his way around, 
and the stay-at-home to see where he went. 


A BIRD’S-EYE VIEW OF THE FAIR, enabling one to comprehend at a 
glance the magnitude of the Exposition, the greatest ever known to the present time. 


PICTURES OF ALL THE PRINCIPAL BUILDINGS: 


Woman’s Building. Art Palace. Fisheries Building. 

Administration Building. Manufactures and Liberal Agricultural Building. 

Electrical Building. Arts Building. Transportation Building. 

Machinery Hall. Mines and Mining Building. Horticultural Building. 
Forestry Building. 


A visitor to the Fair says of this book—reading it in Tan TRUTH Smexen—that 
it is charming and to one who has seen the Fair vastly entertaining. + 


Single copy, 25 cents. Five copies for $1. Address THE TRUTH. SEEKER. 


A New Book by Helen H. Gardener. l 
FACTS AND FICTIONS OF LIFE. 


CONTENTS. 


`) Sex in Brain. : 
Heredity in Its Relations to a Double Standard of 
orals. 
Thrown in With the City’s Dead. Divorce and the Proposed National Law 
An Irresponsibie Educated Class. | oe Lawsuit or Legacy. 
The Moral Responsibility of Woman in Heredity. | Common Sense in Surgery. 
Woman as an Annex. 


Preface. | g 
The Fictions of Fiction. 


At the Woman’s Congress at Chicago Helen Gardener delivered as an address one of the chap- 
ters of this book. The Chicago Times said of it and her: “ But the last address, dealing with the 
most delicate of the problems of reform, clear, unhesitant, modest, but uncompromising, was lis- 
tened to with breathless interest by the audience. It was ‘Heredity in Its Relation to a Double 

tandard of Morals,’ and it was delivered by the one woman of all others best qualified to speak 
upon that subject—Helen Gardener. Petite, graceful, eloquent with the burden of her thought, 
Miss Gardener enchained every auditor, and when she had finished received a perfect ovation, which 
her courage and devotion had so worthily won. The evening session was highly intere-ting, but 
that of the morning be set down on the tablet of the memory of those present as one of the dis- 


_| tinctivly great features of the week’s congress.” 


Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


EVERY Woman Ought to Read It. Every LIBERAL Woman 
and Man Will Want It. . 


WOMAN, CHURCH, AND STATE. 


By Matilda Joslyn Gage. 


This is Mrs. Gage’s latest and crowning work. It is THE book to show how 
the church has enslaved woman and kept and keeps her in an inferior position. A 
glance at its contents will show this: : 


The first chapter—the Matriarchate—shows that under the old civilizations woman had great 
freedom, but that the tendency of Christianity from the first was to restrict her liberty. In this 
chapter Mrs. Gage claims that to the Matriarchate—or Mother-rule—the world is indebted for its 
first conception of inherent rights . : 

Chapter II deals with the theological dogmas, of original sin and celibacy. Woman, by the 
church, was not regarded as a human being; marriage was looked upon as vile; wives were sold 
as slaves; women driven to suicide; the influence of the church was unfavorable to virtue.. The 
celibacy of the clergy produced degrading sensuality, and woman was the victim of these brutes. 

. „Chapter III is on The Canon Law, showing how the church controled woman by making the 
legitimacy of marriage depend upon it3 own control of the ceremony. Ancient civilization gave 
place to Christian barbarism, the clergy became a distinct body—at once a“ holy” and an unholy 
caste. Learning was prohibited to women, husbands prohibited from leaving them more than one- 
third of their property; daughters cou.d be disinherited, sons could not. The Reformation effected 
no change. : : . 

, „Chapter IV—Marquette—is on Feudalism and itg degradation of women, the rights of “lords 
spiritual,” the immorality of the heads of the church, baptism of nude women in the early Christian 
church. It also deals with some of the later-day abuses of females, like our Northwestern pineries, 
the English debaucheries, governmental crime-makers, etc. , 

Chapter V—Witchcraft. In the days of this phase of religious insanity Mrs. Gage shows how the 
possession of even a little learning was sufficient cause to suspect a woman of witchcraft, that to keep 
a pet was dangerous, so rabid were the clerey not to suffer œ witch t> liv. This persecution for 
witchcraft was a continuance of the church’s policy for obtaining universs! dominion over mankind. 
Women physicians ‘of the Middle Ages were persecuted, and the “ Pilgrim Fathers” continued it in 
America. The first synod convened in America was to try'a woman for heresy, and others were 
stripped and whipped for not agreeing with the clergy. g ‘ 

Thechapter on “ Wives” shows how thedisrvption of the Roman empire was unfavorable to the 
personal and proprietary rights of woman—that the sale of daughters was practiced in England 
seven hundred years after it was Christianized—that the practice of buying wives was regulated by 
law—that women were not permitted to read the Bible—that they were not admitted as witnesses— 
that civil marriage 18 opposed by the church. s 

In Chapter is shown how polygamy was sustained by the Christian church, that the first 


synod of the Reformation convened to sanction this institution, that Luther and the other “ prin- 
The Mormon the- 


cipal reformers ” favored, it, as well as the American Board of Foreign Missions. 
ocracy is shown to be similar to that of other Christian sects. 
the last three chapters Mrs. Gage treats of the opposition of the church to the amelioration 

of woman’s sufferings as interference with her“ curse,’ of woman’s degradation by the church to 
labors unfit for slaves, of woman’s “inferiority,” as taught by the church to-day, and of how little 
value Christianity has been and is to civilization. j 

The work is a burning protest against the tremendous wrong done woman by 
the church, which controled the state. . Itis also extremely valuable as history. No 
woman, it seems to us, can read it and remain a supporter of the religious institution 
which has crushed her individuality, her mentality, and degraded her person. To the 
woman’s cause it opens an Age of Reason. It ought to be widely read for the good it 
will do. 


"In cloth, $5; in half-leather binding, $8: 
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One subscription with one new subscriber, in one remittance. 5 00 
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One subscription with three new subscribers, in one remit- 
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SPECIAL NOTICE.—We shall be obliged to our 
readers if they will send us the name and address of 
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‘Is It to be a “Civil”, a “Moral”, or a * Re- 
ligious”’ Sabbath? 


‘What is the basis of the theocratic assault upon 
our liberties by means of Sunday laws? Are we to 
be oppressed in the name of “rest,” or of “ moral- 
ity,” or of Christianity? We know, of course, that 
Christians are the ones who are engineering the 
movement for the practical union of church and 
state, but we are not yet fully informed as to what 
is the principle upon which they will seek to justify 
to the conscience and common s.nse of mankind 
their attempt to make the United States a “Chris- 
tian nation” constitutionally and in statute law 
and fact, as the Supreme Court asserts that 
it is traditionally and in common law. Cer- 
tainly we do not need to be told what they 
privately hold to be a full justification of their 
conduct and a perfectly valid reason why the 
citizen should be compelled to abstain from work 
and play on Sunday when he does not refrain volun- 
tarily: It is their idea that “the earth is the 
Lord’s”, and that, as he is inconveniently absent 
just now, they, as his only representativs, are under 
an imperativ obligation to take charge of it for him, 
incidentally to their own temporal and eternal ad- 
vantage. This is the real foundation of the Coven- 
anter demand for “Sabbath” laws. All the rest is 
sham and pretense. But the men, or, rather, the 
brightest of the men, who are at the head of this 
Constitution - subverting and liberty- destroying 
crusade are painfully aware that the people of this 
.country, careless as they are of their liberties, hav 
‘yet at least a lingering prejudice against a union of 
„church and state and are likely to be opposed to the 
jpassage of any law or the adoption of any constitu- 
‘tional amendment which frankly rests on religious 
dogma. Hence they hav-cast about for a secular 
cloak with which to cover their sacerdotal inten- 
tions. They hav found two; one is called “rest” 
and the other is labelled “morals.” The first is 
getting to be quite thin all over and in several 
places there are large holes. Consequently the 
“moral” cloak is now quite popular with some of 
the theocrats. This change we can readily under- 
stand. When a party has a weak platform it soon 
givs way under the assaults of the opposing parties 
and must be continually patched or an entirely new 
one substituted for it. Even if the platform re- 
mains unchanged the arguments used to sppport it 


must undergo constant modification. As we hav 
said, this is understandable, but what are we to 
think when the champions of Sunday laws, vocifer- 
ously disclaiming all intention or desire to unite 
church and state, in one breath demand such laws 
on purely human grounds, in the name of over- 
worked labor, and.in the next seek to justify them 
on the ground that the “Sabbath ” is “a moral in- 
stitution”? And why is the keeping of Sunday a 
moral obligation? Because, they answer, “as the 
Sabbath involves a great moral principle, God put 
it in the very heart of the Decalog.” 
is not beating the devil of theocracy around the 
stump with a vengeance, what would you call it? 

We will range here a few of the contradictory 
utterances of those who are at the head of the God- 
in-the-Constitution movement. They are all taken 
from the columns of the Christian Statesman, the 
official organ of the Sabbath observers, and the ex- 
cerpts are editorials, contributed articles, and se- 
lections, as severally indicated. We begin with the 
disclaimers of a desire to combine church and state, 
taking next those which advance the “rest” theory, 
and finally those claiming the “moral” sanction 
for Sunday laws: 

‘‘ The legislated exemption of church property from 
taxa ion is a vital, dangerous, and iniquitous form of 
union of church and state. 

“ History shows that where religious sects hav been al- 
lowed to take pubiio lands or public money they hav be- 
come gorged with wealth and forced a union of church 
and state. It also shows that whatever religion has been 
wedded to the state, individual conscience has been de- 
bauched and a gigantic, tyrannical political machine has 
been instituted. The present practical relation between 
church and state in this country is not satisfactory, be- 
cause in an important sense it is not essential separation.” 
— Rev. James M. King. : 

‘This brings us to our second practical problem in 
the relations of the nation to religion, namely, that it is 
now clear that in addition to maintaining our national 
separation of church and state, we must forbid such a 
union in the states before Utah and New Mexico can 
safely be admitted, and we must also cut off such in- 
formal but real unions of church and state as are seen in 
a case like that of New York, where millions of public 
money hav been given to Catholics for purely sectarian 
uses. All Protestants hav relinquished appropriations 


‘for their Indian schools because it is seen that if any sect 


isso helped by the government all must be, including 
Catholics, so making a dangerous opening for sectarian 
partialities and conflicts. To correct the evils just 
named, and especially to prevent the use of public money 
for parochial schools, there has been introduced in Con- 
gress the following proposed sixteenth amendment to the 
national Constitution: 


‘No state shall pass any law respecting an establish- 
ment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof, 
or use its property or credit, or any money raised by tax- 
ation, or authorize either to be used for the purpose of 
founding, maintaining, or aiding by appropriation, pay- 
ment for services, expenses, or otherwise, any church, 
religious denomination or religious society, or any insti- 
tution, society, or undertaking, which is wholly or in part 
under sectarian or ecclesiastical control.’ ”— Editorial. 

These two excerpts sound well, but how much do 
they mean, in the minds of those who giv utterance 
to them?. And the proposed amendment—how far 
is it intended to go? Will it shut chaplains out of 
the legislatures and the penal and reformatory in. 
stitutions? Will it prevent the reading of the 
Bible, the utterance of prayers, and the singing cf 
religious songs ‘in the public schools? Will it take 
out of the school readers all selections embodying 
or inculeating Theistic and Christian dogmas? If 
not, why not? These are perfectly fair and wholly 
legitimate questions and we distinctly ask the 
Christian Statesman to answer them. If it objects 
to answering, will it tell us why it does not desire 
to help make the differences between the Secularists 
and the Theocrats clear and unmistakable? It will 
not do to say that thig amendment is aimed at the 
sects, in the narrow meaning of that term, for the 


There, if that | 


Statesman has put itself on record otherwise by 
admitting that this amendment is rendered necessary 
chiefly by reason of the existence and demands of 
the Catholic church, and if the Catholic church is a 
sect then the Protestant is also, and it is just as 
much a union of church and state and just as un- 
deniably an outrage to hav the Protestant Bible 
read in the common schools, which are maintained 
by: money raised by the taxation of all the people, 
Catholics included, as it would be to appropriate 
the public funds, which are contributed to by 
Protestants, for the maintenance or aid of parochial 
schools, in which the Catholic Bible finds a place. 

Now for some of the “rest”-day arguments and 
claims : 

* How far can the civil law take cognizancsa of the | 
Sabbath and enforce special observance? Just go 
far as the civil necessities of the citizens demand. 
If the majority of citizens desire to refrain from 
labor on the Fourth of July and Washington’s birth- 
day for purposes of recreation or patriotic observ- 
ances, they may require such general refraining from 
labor as shall not put them at’a disadvantage in the 
matter of competition. If the majority of men in a re- 
public wish to rest one day in seven, it is wholly legiti- 
mate for them to require the minority to so demean 
themselvs as to make possible that rest. Upon this sim- 
ple foundation rests our so-called Sabbatic legislation. 
This is no more a restraint upon personal liberty than 
the laws which govern public parks or national banks.” — 
The Interior. 

Note the disingenuousness of this! It is true 
that most people refrain from work on the Fourth 
of July, but are those who choose to labor punished 
by fine and imprisonment for so doing? And is 
not the Fourth of July the day for recreation, and 
the most boisterous, ear-splitting, and often 
dangerous recreation, at that? But theSabbatarian 
would not only punish men who labor on Sunday 
but would also absolutely forbid recreation. Where 
is the parallel between the Fourth of July and 
Washington’s birthday, and the Sunday which the 


theocrats would force upou us at the point of the 


“givil” sword? The above excerpt from the 
Interior is a fair sample of “rest-day ” sophistry. 


‘‘ Reformers, too, need to be more careful not to feed 
the prejudices that work against us by unguarded state- 
ments in which voluntary and compulsory aspects of Sab- 
bath reform and other Christian reforms are mixed 
together. Let us say it so plainly that no one can mis- 
understand, that in Sabbath laws we forbid work, but do 
not comp2l worship, that, though the ‘Christian nation’ 
in its Sabbath law recognizes man’s duty to worship, as 
also in Thanksgiving proclamations, in neither does it 
enforce worship by pains and penalties. This distino- 
tion has been made widely familiar by the use of the 
term ‘ Civil Sabbath’ about which there has been of 
late some needless cavil. We do not know of any Sab- 
bath reform advocate in our country who does not be- 
lieve there are two aspects of Sabbath observation—call 
them two ‘arms’ or use some other illustration if pre- 
ferred—one aspect, our duty to God, to be ‘in the spirit 
onthe Lord’s day,’ and in his church as well, an aspect 
universally conceded to be of voluntary observance, so 
far as law is concerned, belonging to the realm of relig- 
ious liberty; the other aspect, one in which civi? law can 
be properly invoked, the suspension of all work, save 
works of necessity and mercy, in order to provide free- 
dom for worship and from labor. Civil law enforces 
duties to man and punishes crimes against man, bnt 
Americans generally believe it should not use civil pains 
and penalties to enforce what is only a duty to God nor 
to puuish what is only a sin against God.’*—ditoriol. 

Why should “reformers” be “careful” not to 
make “unguarded statements” about Sunday ob- 
servance? Why the use of the word “unguarded,” 
when, ¿f there is no intention to “enforce wor- 
ship,” either “incorrect,” “inaccurate,” or “ un- 
truthful” would hav been the right word to qualify 
« statements ”? 

Again, what is meant by the assertion that the 
«Christian nation” “ recognizes man’s duty to wor- 
ship”? You are talking of a “civil” Sunday; then 
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why drag in assumptions about the “ duty” of wor- 
ship? The “civil” state can know nothing of any 
duty to worship; its sole province is to protect 
each citizen in his right to worship or to abstain 
from worship, as he sees fit. That he may hav op- 
portunity to worship it is not necessary that his 
neighbor shall abstain from work or recreation. If 
it was, what would he do about the Wednesday 
evening prayer-meeting or the revival effort? 

The first excerpt which we put in our third cate- 
gory is taken by the Christian Statesman from 
Rev. George Guirey’s “The Hallowed Day,” and is 
placed under the caption, “Where the Doctors Dif- 
fer,” along with the before-quoted paragraph from 
The Interior : 


“t But all this controversy and confusion comes from 
treating the Sabbath as a ‘civil’ and a ‘religious institu- 
tion,’ when in fact it is neither the one nor the other in 
the restricted sense of these terms. It is the body to 
which they both belong. We do not call the arm the 
body, nor the limb the tree; yet the arm ‘is a part of the 
body, and the limb is a part of the tree. A religious 
dogma is an after-thought; it belongs to a remedial sys- 
tem which was devised after the fall of man, for the pur- 
pose of restoring him to peace and harmony with his 
maker; but the Sabbath is a moral institution, which 
goes back of all religious rites, and lies deep at the foun- 
dation of moral duty. As the Sabbath involves a great 
moral principle, God put it in the very heart of the Deca- 
logue. Hence it is within the domain of both civil law 
and religious obligation, just as much as the law against 
murder, theft, adultery, or any of the other command- 
ments. : 

“ Sunday legislation, therefore, is not an infringement 
on the rights of anyone; and if every state in the Union 
should enact a law compelling all men to observe the 
Lord’s day, no man could. truthfully say the state was 
legislating in favor of any religion, because the state 
would only be performing a moral duty, which she owed 
to every citizen. A man is morally bound to keep the 
Sabbath holy, not because he is a Chistian, but because 
he isa man. God makes no distinction among men on 
this account. This law is older than the nation, the Jew, 
or the Christian. It is not made especially for any class 
or creed. It was made for man. . . And this law 
of God makes it the moral duty of every man to keep the 
day holy. When the state made God's moral code the 
basis of civil law, it rightly considered the observation of 
the Sabbath day a moral obligation within the jurisdic- 
tion of civil law, and binding upon every citizen, no mat- 
ter what his religion might be, but conceding to him the 
privilege of keeping the Sabbath according to his own 
belief as Jew or Christian.” 


Presumably the Christian Statesman accepts 
this as all true, for, a few weeks later, it closes an 
editorial with these words: 

‘ What needs chief emphasis on this theme, however, 
is that politics, no less than persons, owe allegiance to 
the Decalog and the Golden Rule. In repudiating the 
famous statement to the contrary the nation came to 
self consciousness as ‘a moral person.’” 

Leaving politics for a moment and entering the 
domain of theology, is not this talk about the 
“afterthoughts” of an all-powerful and infinitly 
wise God rich beyond measure? “A religious 
dogma is an afterthought; it belongs to a 
remedial system . which was devised after the 
fall of man, for the purpose of restoring him 
to peace and harmony with his maker.” But 
silly as it is, it is an admission that moral duties 
antedated religion, and is in keeping with the 
reverend author’s earlier concession that religion 
holds only the relation to morals that the arm does 
to the body. 

If such advocates of Sabbatarianism as this Rev. 
Mr. Guirney are honest, how stupid they are! A 
man who will seriously contend that Sunday ob- 
servance cannot be enforced on religious grounds 
but may be on moral ones and then proceeds 
to argue,—or, rather, assumes without argument,— 
that the Sabbath, being a moral institution, involves 
a great moral principle and because of this “God 
put it in the very heart of the Decalog,” therefore 
it may be, nay, must be, enforced by the state, is 
either lacking in moral rectilinearity or is intellect- 
ually deficient to a startling degree. When it is 
assumed that any institution has been recognized 
by God and a command to revarence it put 
by him in a sacred law-book you hay for- 
mulated a religious dogma, concerning the 
truth of which there may be the widest divergence 
of opinion. Because Mr. Guirey believes that the 
“Sabbath is a moral institution” and that, being 
such, “God put it in the very heart of the Deca- 


log,” is the very reason which stands immovably in 
the way of its enforcement by the civil powers. 
What certain men believe regarding a given day 
and their opinion concerning God’s view of this 
day are not the concern of the state; it has no call 
to force their belief or their opinion about God's 
belief upon those who hay different views of the 
whole matter. Any state that attempts to do so 
has to that extent ceased to be a civil and become 
an ecclesiastical state. In other words, we hav a 
union of church and state. Calling “the Sabbath” 
a moral instead of a religious institution does not 


make its forced observance any the less a crime. 


Civil law is a plant of very slow growth. Society 
had recognized and punished the crimes of murder, 
theft, etc., ages before any state had reached the 
conclusion that the “observance of the Sabbath 
day [was] a moral obligation within the jurisdiction 
of civil law.” To Constantine and the Catholic 
church we are indebted for the legal Sunday, and 
to-day we behold the edifying spectacle of the 
Covenanter striking madly at “the scarlet woman 
of Rome” with one hand while with the other he 
wields a legal bludgeon to beat into submission 
those who do not accept as God’s Sabbath the 
pagan-born Sunday she gave him. 

To conclude as we began: Is the observance of 
Sunday to be enforced in the name of rest or of 
morals or of religion? 


Christian Self-Sacrifice. 

The Presbyterian Interior sapiently remarks, 
anent the World’s Parliament of Religions, that “no 
anti-Christian faith has offered to lay its sacred 
scriptures beside the Bible for comparison; no 
contrasted creed, however it may boast of right- 
eousness, has proposed a single new ethical concep- 
tion not found in Christianity, and no 
religion has presented to us a record of such con- 
tinuous and tender self-sacrifice as that of the 
Christian believer.” Like the party organ on the 
morning after election, the Christian attorney un- 
derstands the art of claiming everything, sagely 
trusting that a large number of people will not 
take the trouble to compare the early claims with 
the later and corrected returns. In accepting the 
invitation to participate in the Parliament of Re- 
ligions, did not the “anti-Christian faiths” lay their 
“sacred scriptures beside the Bible for compari- 
son”? Inasmuch as Christianity had long ago ap- 
propriated as its own the ethical conceptions of the 
earlier religions, it is not to be wondered at that at 
the Congress the elder faiths did not present any 
“new” concepts. And “self-sacrifice °? Chris- 
tians, like all other people, hav sought to avoid 
what appeared to them the greater of two evils. 
The more finely-organized hav been messengers of 
mercy to the suffering because the agonies of the 
innocent and helpless were harder for these sym- 
pathizing ones to bear than the pains and losses 
they incurred in the work of alleviation. In this 
they differed in no degree from other people of like 
sensitivness, but when it is remembered that for 
centuries no one was permitted to liv outside the 
church, is it to be considered marvelous that the 
church has such a large sum of benevolence, of 
« gelf-sacrifice,” to her credit? But there were mil- 
lions not so highly developed, and these also en- 
gaged in the work of “charity.” They did good 
deeds that they might get the offered reward, eter- 
nal life, and escape the alternativ punishment, 
eternal suffering. As the dyspeptic foregoes the 
momentary pleasure accompanying the eating of a 
piece of mince pie, that he may escape the night of 
horror which would follow such indulgence, so un- 
counted millions of Christians hav abstained from 
the harmless as well as the hurtful pleasures of this 
short life that they might enjoy the everlasting 
felicity which they had been led to believe would 
follow such “sacrifice.” 

But this is not all there is of Christian sacrifice. 
Following out its idea that heaven was to be gained 
and hell avoided by abjuring the pleasures as well 
as the sins of earth, and that the church alone was 
qualified to detect and measure sin, and define 
truth, it zealously proceeded to sacrifice the sinful 
and errant in order to save their souls and the 
souls of others who might otherwise be cast into 


the bottomless pit through following sinful exam 
ple and accepting false teaching. Necessarily, 
heretical doctrin. was regarded as more dangerous 
than a bad life, and so spacial efforts were made to 
dig it out of the corrupt heart of man. The more 
horrible the sufferings of the heretic the greater 
the deterrent influence of his punishment. His 
short-lived body was tortured that his immortal . 
soul might be ransomed. Let him die in lingering 
agony; so only can be saved the souls of others. 

- Beyond measure or realization by the people of 
this age has been the suffering caused by the sacri- 
ficial offerings of the Christian church upon the 
altar of superstition. Material civilization has been 
retarded, heartlessness nourished, the intellect of 
man has been dwarfed, hypocrisy encouraged and 
rewarded, and an unnatural and pernicious ethical 
code imposed upon the race. Well could the world 
hav dispensed with the self-sacrifices of the best of the 
church's children if it had been permitted to keep to 
the end of the normal life of men the reformers and 
scientific thinkers and investigators whom that 
church murdered that its creed might liv. We hav 
had enough of Christian “love”; what we need is 
knowledge and justice. When we hav these human 
love will do all that can be done to lessen the pain 
inseparable from sentient existence. We do not 
need the dogmas nor the ethics of Christianity; the 
first are false and the second are anti-natural and 
cruel, 


Another Politico-Christian Scheme. 


General Wheeler, a representativ of Georgia in 
Congress, has introduced this resolution: 

“In order to commemorate the beginning of the 
twentieth century of the existence .f the Christian relig- 
ion and by appropriate ceremonies to express the pro- 
fouud reverence and thanks of the people for the ad- 
vanced civilization and inestimable blessings vouchsafed 
to mankind by Christian teachings and example, a 
World’s. Exposition shall be held in the city of New York, 
commencing as soon after Jan. 1, 1900, as the legislature 
of New York shail prescribe, and continuing through as 
much of said year as may be provided by said legislature; 
that the president of the United States shall, upon receiv- 
ing official notice from the governor of the state of New 
York that said state has enacted a law accepting the re- 
sponsibility intrusted to it by this act, issue a proclama- 
tion inviting the nations of the earth to participate in 
said exposition; that unless the state of New York enacts 
a law accepting said trust within three months after the 
next meeting of the legislature of said state this measure 
shall be void and of no effect.” 

A “World’s Exposition” which could properly 
embrace only Christian nations (so-called) would be 
a novelty indeed. The essential narrowness of the 
Christian idea is well exemplified in this proposition 
to ask the entire world to take part in a World’s 
Exposition for the glorification of Christianity, 
when only about a third of the population of the 
globe is nominally Christian. What a lop-sided 
conception of the material resources, and of the 
thoughts of the people, of his mother earth a child 
would get who should depend for his education 
upon such a “ World’s Exposition”! Yet, as before 
said, the idea is essentially and typically Christian. 

But such a spectacle of religious insularity would 
be merely amusing, considered simply as a Chris- 
tian show and bragging arena. It is not as such, 
however, that the friends of religious liberty can be 
content to view it. We can but regard this as 
another proposed step in the direction of the fusion 
of church and state. Congress has constitutionally 
and rightfully nothing to do with any celebration 
of the glories or alleged glories of Christianity or 
of any other religion. Neither has the legislature 
of the state of New York. Such a World's Exposi- 
tion could be justly called only-by those intrusted ` 
with the affairs of the various Christian churches. 
If the clerical and lay members of these Christian 
churches hav self-respect they will indignantly spurn 
any offer of the United States or of any state to take 
religion under the wing of political patronage. It 
is tantamount to saying that the Christian relig- 
ion needs the official countenance and financial 
support of the state. Will Christians admit this ? 
Will they confess, by accepting General Wheeler’s 
scheme, that the religion of Jesus (that is, of God), 
is inadequate of itself to cope with the powers of 
sin? Especially will Protestants thus put them- 
selves on record by accepting the aid of the tem 
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poral power in their war with Satan? We shall 
soon know. ir: 

In the meantime it is imperativly necessary for 
Freethinkers to be sharply on thə alert. It is 
not the hour for sleep. We must keep ourselvs. 
posted as to the whereabouts of this resolution. 
Let all friends of religious liberty watch carefully 
in the dailies for any allusions to the progress of 
this latest traitorous scheme of the Congressional 
allies of the God-in-the-Constitution schemers. We 
shall be obliged to those of our readers who send us 
clippings from any papers which speak editorially 
about this matter. The utterances of the religious 
press, for or against, will be particularly welcome. 


Agents Wanted. 


We believe that not only can good be done but 
money made by any Liberal who will canvass for 
our book “Old Testament Stories Comically Illus- 
trated.” In fact we know one man who worked at 
it but a few hours weekly and sold nearly fifty 
copies in a month. The price is low; everybody 
knows the Old Testament stories, and nearly every- 
body would like a book applying nineteenth-cent- 
ury wit and knowledge to them. People like to 
laugh. Reverence for the Old Testament tales has 
largely disappeared and jokes at the expense of 
Jonah and Joseph and Esau and Samson and David, 
and the other worthies of unsavory reputation, are 
keenly appreciated. It seems to us that the book 
will sell at sight. It does here in the store. 
Liberals out of employment will find this a good 
way to make an honest dollar. 

Terms to agents sent upon application. 


We desire to call the attention of readers of Tux 
Troura Serrar to the benefits of subscribing to the 
Truth Seeker Monthly Library. The yearly sub- 
scription is only $3, and subscribers to the Library 
receive a paper-bound copy of each book issued in 
it; or, if they desire the books in. cloth binding, 
subscribers can remit the difference in price be- 
tween paper and cloth binding, and get the books 
in the latter shape: So far this year subscribers 
‘to the Library hav received “ Paine Vindicated,” 
by Colonel Ingersoll, price 15 cents; the “ Orea- 
tion of God,” by Dr. Hartmann, price 50 cents; 
` the “Resurrection of Jesus,” by Don Allen, price 
40 cents; “ Crimes of Preachers,” price 25 cents; 
the “Handbook of Freethought,” by W. S. Bell, 
price 50 cents; “Religion a Curse,” by 8. P. Put- 
nam, price 25 cents; “ Design Argument Fallacies,” 
price 15 cents; ‘“ Pen Pictures of the World's Fair,” 
price 25 cents, and “Abraham Lincoln: Was He a 
Christian?” price 50 cents. Other books besides 
are in preparation. One of these, we may men- 
tion, is ‘Pleasure and Progress,” by A. M. 
Lorentz, LL.B, of which further notice will 
shortly be made. Send $3 and receive at cnce 
the books already published, and, as they ap- 
pear, those which will be published between now 
and January, ’94. 


— m 


Freethought Progress. , 


On Oct. 8rd. the London Federation of Secula 
Societies opened meetings for the training of young 
speakers. eG : 


The attorney-general of Kansas has rendered an 
opinion to the effect that the secretary of state cannot 
issue a charter to the American Protectiv Association, be- 
cause, as he.says, it seeks to abridge the religious rights 
of some citizens.—Ma l and Express. f 


. Jt is gratifying. to know that Freethought has now a 

monthly orgau in the West Indies, and Señor Emanuel 
dos Santos, of Port-of-Spsin, Trinidad, is to be congratu- 
lated upon the way in which he sustains his monthly 
Progress. The number before us opens with a vigorous 
paper on ‘‘ The Mission of Freethought.”—London Free- 
thinker. 


` Weare pleased to note from Progress that there are 
also signs of Freethought in Jamaica, where Mr. A. M. 
Mould has published ‘‘A Plea for the Agnostic.” We 

. know. that seeds of Freethought were sown both in 
Jamaica and Trinidad by certain of her majesty’s soldiers 
who are algo enrolled in the Army of Freethought, and 
who are now occupied with similar work in another por- 
tion of the British colonies.— London Freethinker. 


The Bradlaugh birthday celebration at the Hall of 
Science on Tuesday evening was a distinct success. The 
large meeting included most of the cream of the Free- 
thought party in London.. Mr. Foote took the chair, 
and delivered the opening speech. He was followed by 
Mr. R. Forder and Mr. G, Standring, whose remarks 


were much appreciated. The last speaker was Mr. Leslie 
Johnson, formerly of North Shields, where he sat on the 
school board and the town council. Mr. Johnson’s 
bright and earnest speech was very warmly applauded.— 
London Freethinker. 


When the Rev. Mr. Noyes expresses the hope or the 
conviction that the belief is mistaken and that the heathen 
will be saved without the preaching of the gospel, he 
knocks out the underpinning of the whole missionary sys- 
tem. If they are to hav a future probation under angelic 
instruction, the necessity of converting them to Chris- 
tianity on earth is not imperativ; they can be left to the 
mercy of God, and no responsibility for their fate will 
rest on people who are already converted. Thus Mr. 
Noyes destroys the argument on which the missionary 
society of the Congregationalists relies for its practical 
maintenance. If his view prevails, it must prepare to go 
out of business; the reason for its existence is gone.— 
New York Sun. 


‘Churchly Purpose and Performance. 


In the Stillwater, Minnesota, penitentiary, several 
standard works of fiction and Ingersoll’s writings, hav 
been forbidden circulation. The Prison Mirror has 
undergone change of editorial control, and is now dis- 
tressingly pious. 


Several preachers are condemning the Parliament of 
Relivions. One prominent divine saya that it tended to 
degrade. Christianity. We do not believe Christianily 
can be degraded. The beautiful and brilliant diamond 
is not degraded when the ugly black lump of coal is laid 
beside it; but it sparkles all the brighter in contrast.— 
Independent. 


Among the results of the Parliament of Religions these 
may be noted: No Anti-christian faith has offered to lay 
its sacred scriptures beside the Bible for comparison; no 
contrasted creed, however it may boast of righteousness, 
has proposed a single new ethical conception not found in 
Christianity; no philosophy has offered to us a nobler 
conception of God than that we hav obtained from the 
Nld and New Testaments: no hope richer and more con- 
soling has been suggested than the hope of an immortal- 
ity of holiness; and no řeligion has presented to us a 
record of such continuous and tender self sacrifice as that 
of the Christian believer. And it is especially noticeable 
that most of the men who eulogized alien faiths were 
those who personally owed their intellectual quickening 
ae their morals both to contact with Christianity.— The 

nterior. 


O white-robed Pontiff of eternal Rome! thee do we 
hail as the living embodiment of our enrapturing dream. 
Thou hast handed on from generation to generation the 
sacred torch of cosmic thought; thou hast kept alive the 
flame of cosmic love. Thy name is inherited from pre- 
historic mysteries; thy mission is the preservation of the 
heritage of doctrin which unites the best thought of the 
flower of the Aryan and Semitic nations; thy home is 
amid the traditions of universal empire; we dare to see in 
thy triple crown the symbol of a unity in which Jew and 
Christian and pagan can alike participate; and we hail 
thee once more as the apostle of cosmic unity, the king of 
the first great brotherhood of the world. Hail to thee! 
and hail still more to the divine master who taught and 


crowne.l thee!—Merwin-Marie Snell. in Parliament of 


Religions. 


Among other papers, the Christian Commonwealth is 
prohibited in Turkey. This might, perhaps, be taken as 
a compliment, but it puts our pious contemporary into a 
holy rage. It denounces the ‘‘ unspeakable Turk,” and 
hints that a war would be a very «ood thing to teach him 
civilization. This is extremely funny in a professional 
champion of the meek and lowly Jesus; and especially 
so when it is remembered that less than a hundred years 
ago many papers were dealt with after the fashion of the 
‘unspeakable Turk” in Christian England, and that 
many men and women were rotting in jails for selling 
Paine’s ‘‘ Age of Reason.” Jt is wonderful to see, when 
Christians are dragged forward a few steps on the road 
of civilization, with what ferocity they turn upon other 
religionists who still stand in the old orthodox position. 
—London Freethinker. 


At a missionary meeting in Paris, a poor blind woman 
put twenty-seven francs into the plate. ‘‘You cannot 
afford so much,” said the man who was holding the plate. 
‘Yes, sir, I can,” she answered. On being pressed to 
tell why she could giv so much, she said: ‘‘I am blind, 
and I said to my fellow straw-workers, ‘How much 
money do you spend in the year for oil for your lamps 
when it is too dark to work nights? They added it up 
in their minds, and found it was twenty-seven francs. 
So,” said the poor woman, ‘‘I found that I save twenty- 
seven francs in the year because I am blind, and do not 
need a lamp; and I giv it to send light to the dark 
heathen lands,” , 

[Christiauity is assuredly welcome to all the credit it 
can get from such instances of ‘‘love,” manifested in 
obedience to the behests of the blindest credulity, and 
dennent crane of what foreign peoples are and need. — 
Ep, T.8.] . 


If some sentimentalists deduce that because of the cul- 
ture and urbanity of representativ teachers the pagan re- 
ligions may, after all, be sufficient for these races which 
hav been nurtured in them, and that therefore Christian 
missions are superfluous, it is enough to say, in reply, 
that nowhere in the expositions submitted to the Parlia- 
ment was there in the pagan system found avy place for 
the fundamental fact of sin, or tor the equally funda- 
mental fact of salvation through a divine agency already 
in existence for that achievement. The utter incom- 
petency of the pagan faiths to touch the depths of human 
natnre and develop a high morality among the people; 
their utter want of any sources of spiritual nourishment 
and heart comfort for men and women suffering beyond 
expression because of sin and hopelessness—these will 
make missions imperativ-so long as Christians believe 
that Christ came to be the savior of the world.— Stephen 
J. Herben, in Christian Advocate. 


In this sense the Christian religion is essentially intol- 
erant. She cannot grant that other religions hav come 
from God or that this has come from man. When the 


time comes that those who stand for the Christian cause 
assent to the position that the religion which they profess 
is, in origin and character, one with the great world re- 
ligious, only contending that it is a later and more ad- 
vanced product of human evolution, Christianity will hav 


changed its essential character. It will no longer be the 
cause which produced martyrs. It will no longer be the 
religion of the apostles and fathers. It was the intoler- 
ant ageressivness of Christianity which brought down 
upon it the hand of persecution. If it had been willing 


to liv on terms of equality with other systems, court- 
eously conceding to them a legitimate place in the econ- 
omy of the universe, it would easily hav become a egal- 
ized system inthe Roman world. Butit would engage 
in no such compromise. 
let liv.” It could never be hindered from asserting that 
it alone was right and all the rest were wrong.— Living 


It would not agree to ‘‘liv and 


Church (Protestant Episcopal). 


But yesterday I very nearly received my quietus. We 
have Sunday open-air discussions here (Belfast), in which 
for some time past I took a prominent part. On Sunday 
week an English speaker, who did not realize how strong 
political feeling runs here, made a passing reference to 
Home Rule, and the meeting nearly resulted in a riot. 
Yesterday I put in an appearance, and was soon sur- 
rounded by an angry crowd. Cries of ‘‘Away with the 
Atheist, the Home Ruler, the Socialist, the Infidel,” ete., 
were raised, and in a very short time I was set upon by as 
many of a mob of thousands as could get at me Their 
numbers were probably my safety, for I escaped, through 
the interposition of the police, with a cut ın the head and 
bruises all over me. None very serious, however. The 
spirit animating Belfast Christians does not seem to differ 
much in character from that of the Inquisitors in Spain. 
After I and others had been chased, the mob held an en- 
thusiastic and victorious meeting, and declared them- 
selys in favor of ‘‘civil and religious liberty” for all ; 
and the Sawbath is not be broken without the aceompa- 
niment pa broken heads.— W. M. Knox in Agnostic 

ournal. 


_ The third conference of Russian ecclesiastics and others 
interested in the extirpation of Stundists, which was to hav 
met in August, seems to hav been indefinitly postponed. 
The reason of the postponement is rumored to be the un- 
willingness of one or two of the chief eccclesiastical dig- 
nitaries in the synod to identify themselvs with more 
drastic measures than are at the present time in force. 
As far as it goes this is a hopeful sign. No answer has 
been returned by the Russian bishops addressed by the 
Evangelical Alliance on behalf of the persecuted Stundists. 
The Alliance letter, 2 most courteous document, was sent 
to Russia in the early spring and bore the signatures of 
leading Christian ministers both in England and the 
United States. The Russian bishops hav simply ignored 
it up till now. Advices from the province of Elizabeth- 
pol, in Transcaussia, state that for a month past, the 
arrivals of banished Stundists hav not been so numerous 
as during the spring and early summer. We regret to 
hear that there isa good deal of disunion among the 
brethren exiled to Elizabethpo), and it has even come to 
our ears that one or two of them hav consented to be 
spies on the others. Be this as it may, the police show an 
extraordinary omniscience of their actions. The Stund- 
ists here are still prohibited from worshiping in their 
own houses.—independent. 


Milton. 


I face the sounding sea-beach and behold 
How the voluminous billows roll and run, 
Upheaving and subsiding, while the sun 
Shines through sheeted emerald far unrolled, 
- And the ninth wave, slow gathering fold by fold 
All its loose flowing garments into one, 
Plunges upon the shore, and floods the dim 
Pale reach of sands, and changes them to gold. 
So in majestic cadence rise and fall : 
The mighty undalations of thy song, 
O sightless bard, England’s Msonides! 
And ever and anon high over all 
Uplifted, a ninth wave superb and strong, 
Floods all the soul with its melodious seas. 
—H, W. Longfellow. 


MILTON, 


A vision of Tartarus, hades, hell, 
With hideous fiends that writhe and curse and rail 
With awful roar and groan and moan and wail, 
With lurid fiame and smoke and sulphar smell, 
The roar, the groan, the moan, the awful knell 
Of every hope; nothing can here prevail 
Against the curse, pronounced on all who fail 
To understand the creed of Calvin well. 
This is the bu’den of that wondrous song 
That in majestic verse thou hast arrayed 
Which alone reveals thy grand and wondrous mind, 
Believing which, the world insane with wrong 
Would suffer all the horrors thou’st portrayed, 
And like thyself be blind, forever blind. 

Grand Rapide, Mich, C. O. MoCarrsy. 


An Opportunity For the Fool-killer. 


The Ministeriai Alliance of Denver has prepared a me- 
morisl citing the existing financial distress and the great 
legalized sins of the nation and petitioning the president 
to set aside a day when the people shall pray that the 
nation shall be rightly guided in its present sore distress. 
—News item. 

It seems as though even a preacher would know 
better than to speak of the sins of a nation. Cor- 
porations, or public bodies of any kind, are gener- 
ally supposed to hav no souls, and hence cannot 
commit the great crime in the eyes of the preachers 
—sin. However, this being a Christian nation, 
perhaps it can commit Christian sins. Does any- . 
one know where the fool-killer is at the present 
time? 


662 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, OCTOBER 21, 1893. 


mp ef SS SS SSS SS a 


The Freethinkers’ Interna- 
tional Congress. 


THURSDAY AFTERNOON. 
Captain Adams, as chairman of the Committee 
on Resolutions, read the following: 


Resolved, That as in 1776 the patriots of America de- 
clared their independesce of the king, we, the Free- 
thinkers of the world assembled in convention in Chi- 
cago in the year 1893, do hereby declare our independence 
of the church. . 

We denounce the church for securing unjust and in- 
jurious laws and customs, among which are the follow- 
ing: 

Peamption to itself from the payment of taxes, 

The use of public money for its ministers and sectarian 
institutions. 

The use of the Bible and religious instruction in the 
public schools. f 

The appointment by government of religious festivals 
and fasts. 

The observance of the Christian Sabbath. 

The control of birth registration, marriage ceremonies, 
and burial rites. 

The enforcement of edicts of Christian morality that 
are opposed to natural morality. . 

The oppression of those who do not accept its dogmas. 

We therefore reaffirm the 
Nine Demands of Liberalism 
as expressed in the Constitu- 
iton adopted by the National 
Liberal League at Phila- 
delphia, July 1, 1876, and 
we pledge ourselvs to make 
every possible effort for the 
emancipation of this conti- 
nent and of the world from 
the political religions and 
social tyranny of the Chris- 
tian church. 


Resolved, That this Con- 
gress recognizes and affirms 
the supreme value of a right 
education; and that for the 
complete establishment and 
triumph of Freethought 
principles reliance should 
not be placed solely upon 
present semi-Christian in- 
strumentalities, however well 
furnished and in accordance 
with advanced methods, but 
that Freethinkers hereafter 
should endeavor to establish 
and maintain schools upon 
a purely secular and Free- 
thought basis, 

Therefore, with ample 
means and endowments, 
which it is hoped will some- 
time be at the service of 
Freethought, it should be 
one of the ultimate objects 
of Freethinkers to establish 
a Freethought university, 
and for this purpose the sub- 
ject should be thoroughly 
discussed, and the interest 
and generosity of Liberals 
aroused; also, as preliminary 
to such great educational 
institutions, science Sunday- 
schools should be established 
wherever possible, together 
with Freethought reading- 
rooms, libraries, lecture 
courses, social and literary 
clubs. The time has come 
for Freethought to depend 
on its own independent 
agencies for the future ed- 
ucation of the race. 

Wuerzas, It has been the 
blessing of the civilized 
world that the press has al- 
most wholly taken the place 
of the pulpit as the means 
of general communication 
among people, and has become a factor of enormous 
power in modern life; therefore he it 


condemn all lynchings, mob laws, Pinkerton, white caps, 
Comstock, Parkhurst, Gerry, and all similar irrespon- 
sible amateur or sectarian societies and agencies, as utterly 
false in principle and opposed to orderly government by 
the people.: That the very existence of such methods is 
a precedent fraught with danger, a constant menace to 
our government—astate and federal—an inevitable cause of 
distrust and demoralization to all lawful administration 
of the laws, and a natural source of blackmailing and 
corruption, That the temporary good which is to be 
accomplished by their irresponsible substitutes for the 
law, whether instigated by mobs or snobs, or bigots or 
monopolists, is sure, in the long run, to be exceeded by 
the evils resulting from them. 

Resolved, That we not only express our sympathies 
with the working and producing people of our country, 
but that we will aid them in every way in our power. 
That in so d ing we call their attention to the fact that in 
this country and all over the world the churches are sup- 
ported and run by the oppressors and monopolists, who 
use them as their allies and assistants, That any real 
economic or industrial emancipation of the people is 
practically impossible without their intellectual and re- 
ligious emancipation. That the medicin-man and the 
chief, the king and the bishop, the emperor and the 
pope, the monopolist and the priest, the plutocrat and 
his church, are everywhere but twin systems of authority 
—the two halves of one whole of temporal and spiritual 
oppression—by which the masses of the people are 
repressed, robbed, stupified, and degraded. 

Resolved, That we look with anxiety and alarm at the 
new departure which has been taken by the various de- 
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HOW THE CONGRESS APPEARED TO AN ARTIST FROM THE DUCH CASU. 
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į partments of the government of the United States, in- 


augurating a state religious movement, and especially at 


Resolved, That, as a matter of vital necessity, those } the action of Congress, commencing a system of religious 
journals devoted to the spread of Freethought should be } legislation. 


thoroughly supported, for without such journals it is im- 


Objectionable as were the state Sunday laws, a United 


possible to carry on the work in any direction; it is | States Sunday law is a hundredfold more objectionable, 


impossible to agitate or educate, to keep open the lecture 
fields, or hold successful congresses. The influence of 
such journals in its very nature is far-reaching, radical, 
and constructiv, since it constantly presents Freethought 
from all over the world in its most varied, interesting, 
and advancing aspects. It is urged upon every true 
friend of Freethought to support these journals—both by 
subscribing himself and obtaining by personal effort the 
subscriptions of others in his vicinity—and it is earnestly 
desired that during the coming year a vast combined 
movement should be made by the thousands now sub- 
scribing for Tas TRUTH SEEKER, the Investigator, the 
Iron Clad Age, Secular Thought, the Freethinkers’ 
Magazine, and Independent Pulpit, to double the sub- 
scription lists of these papers. In this way will be made 
one of the greatest advances for Freethought, one which 
will be permanent and extensiv, co-operating with and 
making vastly more powerful all the other means of in- 
tellectual, moral, social, and political progress which is 
the supreme purpose and spirit of Freethought. 
Resolved, That we renew the demands of former con- 
ventions of Liberal people in the United States for a 
strictly secular, impartial enforcement of all laws by the 
people through officers paid by and strictly responsibl: 
to the people and to no one else. That we, therefors 


since it transfers the responsibility from a particular 
community or aggregation of communities to the whole 
people of the United States. 

Resolved, That we stand committed to the most un- 
relenting opposition to all such laws, and to every law 
looking however remotely toward a union of church and 
state. ` 
Resolved, That the action of the highest executiv of 
this nation in proclaiming as Jaw the decree formulated 
in secret session by the United States Senate whereby 
political refugees will be delivered to the tender mercies of 
Russian jurisdiction on accusation of Russian police courts 
was an act derogatory to manhood and contrary to all 
American precedents and concepts of liberty and justice 
and deserves the condemnation of all fair-minded men 
and women. 


The resolutions were unanimously adopted. 

Mr. Wakeman, ere he departed for New York, 
wanted to congratulate the Congress not only upon 
its own greatness but upon its great good sense in 
passing such magnificent resolutions. 

C. V. Goff, of Kearney, Neb., called attention to 
the proposition to build a Freethought University. 


He wanted it located in his town, and to show that 
he at least meant business, he:would giv forty acres 
of land, and the citizens of Kearney would raise 
from ten to twenty thousand dollars. Kearney, he 
said, was the geographical center of the country, 
and is a fine city of over ten thousand inhab- — 
itants. It had been suggested in Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER that such an institution be called the Inger- 


soll University, and though by Colonel Ingersoll him- 


self some other name had been selected, it might 
still be called after America’s greatest genius. Mr. 


| Goff would giv money wherever the university 


might be located, but he wouldn’t give five cents 
for any institution with a preacher or a prayer in- 
side its walls. He was an Agnostic, and had been 
since eighteen years of age, though no one could 
hurt his feelings by calling him an Infidel or 
Atheist. 

`- Mr. Goff's proposition was referred to the presi- 


.dents and governing boards of the three national 


Freethought organizations on the American conti- 
nent. 
THURSDAY EVENING. 

Thursday evening was filled in with music by 
young Mr. Remsburg, songs by Mrs. Kinsella, who 
throughout the Congress obligingly filled gaps with 
her sweet voice; ad- 
dresses by Mr. Shaw and 
Mr. Hourwich. Mr. 
Shaw entertained ad 
instructed the audi- 
ence with a history of 
Liberalism in Texas and 
it is to be hoped he will 
print it in the Pulpit. 
Mr. Hourwich told about 
Freethought in Russia 
and his address follows. 
It was worth listening to 
and is worth reading : 


‘*PREETHUGHT IN RUSSIA!” 


The title may sound to you 
somewhat like the old story 
of ‘‘ The History of Snakes 
in Freland.” And yet, I 
venture to say, Americans 
hav the least reasons to look 
overbearingly upon Russia. 
You hav noticed the proud 
inscription over the likeness 
\ of Franklin in the Electric- 

S ity Building: Rapuit ful- 
m ; men caolo sceptrumque ty- 
PY 


rannis.” The grandsons of 
the founders of this republic 
seem to be very anxious 
to return the thunders to 
heaven and the scepter to the 
tyrants. The Congress of 
Religions appears to me an 
attempt on the part of the 
rulers of this country ‘‘to 
invent a God, if he does not 
exist.” Then the touching 
newspaper recitals of the 
preparations which were go- 
ing on in the capitol for the 
meeting of the prospectiv 
president-apparent, Grover 
II.; all these columns of 
gossip on what Mrs. Cleve- 
land told Mrs. Lamont, etc., 
does it not remind one of 
the old-fashioned court 
chronicle of some small 
duchy in Middle Germany? . 
What does it matter me 
what is the weight of Miss 
Cleveland No. 2; what do I 
care for Mr. Cleveland’s 
disappoinment? 

Mrs. Cleveland is a young 
woman, and the event is 
nothing but natural. I agree with the reporter that Mr. 
Cleveland has become unfit for a lawn tennis player, still 
there is nothing extraordinary in his being a father. 
No European newspaper would indulge in that bosh. If 
the American newspaper offers such stuft to the pub'ic, 
it proves that there isa demand for it. The little grand- 
sons of the great-grandfathers of this republic seem to 
hav come to the conclusion that if there is no king, he 
must be invented Itis this spirit of servility that has 
made possible the disgraceful alliance between the 
republic and the Russian czar, an alliance the only 
object of which is to grind down the Russian Free- 
thinker. 

Yes, there is a Russian Freethinker; and though he 
has never enjoyed the opportunity of the American 
Liberal, yet he is the salt of the earth in Russia; he 
forms the public opinion of Russia, and not those official 
attorneys of the czar, who hav boasted in this city of 
the progress achieved through the exertions of their 
crowned client. f 

I think it will not be without interest to consider first 
what is the relation between church and state in Russia. 
That the church is only one among the state institutions 
in Russia, is known, I presume, to everybody. But I do 
not think the American public is fully informed upon the 
methods by which the authority of the church is sup- 
ported in Russia. Ishall read you just a few quotations 
from the Russian Criminal Code: 

‘ Whosoever dare to cast vituperation upon God glo- 
rified in the Trinity or upon our most chaste lady god- 
mother and virgin Maria, or upon the venerable cross of 
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our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, or upon the immaterial 
powers of heaven, or upon the saints or their images,” 
. . . incaséthis crime be committed, . . . ‘‘ina public 
place and before an audience, more or less numerous, 
shall be sentenced to deprivation of all civil rights and 
hard labor for the term of from six to eight years.” (Sec- 
tion 176.) 

The consequence of hard labor is exile for life to 
Siberia. 

‘© Whoever has committed the same crime, not in pub- 
lic, nor before a numerous audience, but in the presence 
of witnesses with the intent to shake their faith or to se- 
duce them, shall be sentenced to deprivation of all civil 
rights and exile to the remotest parts of Siberia for life- 
time.” (Sec. 177.) . 

The same punishments are meted out for ‘‘ the vitu- 
peration of the Christian or orthodox church, abusing 
the holy scriptures,” etc. (Sec. 178.) , 

The witnesses of such crimes who hav failed to report 
them to the authorities are subject to arrest or imprison- 
ment for a term not exceeding eight months.” (Sec. 179.) 

The same punishment awaits the blasphemous wrong- 
doer who dares to giv expression to such ungodly opin- 
ions in a book, or pamphlet, as well as to the one who 
distributes the book. (Sec. 181.) __ : A 

‘“ Whoever has succeeded in diverting a Christian of 
the orthodox or any other denomination, into the Jewish, 
Mohammedan, or any other non-Christian faith, shall be 
sentenced to hard labor for the term of from eight to ten 
years.” (Sec. 184.) : 

Those so converted are deprived of their civil rights, 
and a guardianship is instituted over their estates.” 
(Sec. 185.) . 

Exile and imprisonment are also kept in store for those 
who will convert an orthodox Christian into any other 
Christian faith. (Sec. 186-189.) 

But the following statute is the most remarkable: 

‘ Whoever, being aware of the fact that his wife, or 
children, or other persons intrusted by law to his care 
and guardianship, hav in mind apostasy from the ortho- 
dox faith, will fail to exert himself to divert them from 
such intent, and to avail himself of the. power delegated 
to him by law to prevent them from carrying out that in- 
tent, shall be sentenced to arrest for not lees than three 
days, nor more than three months.” (Sec. 192.) 

And yet the Russian government has the face to boast 
of its tolerance! 2 

Of course, in the case of all such laws the question 
arises whether they are not obliterated in practical life. 

To that I will say: They are and they are not obliter- 
ated, according to whether the culprit belongs to the 
higher or to the lower classes of society. 

Tens of thousands of peasants are persecuted for 
apostasy from the orthodox Greek church, imprisoned, 


exiled, ruined. The great majority of them are simply. 


Protestant enthusiasts, trying to embody in their every- 
day life the teachings of the first Christian apostles. But 
there are among them complete Atheists, opposed to all 
forms of authority, religious as well as political. Their 
permanent residence is in the mines and in the wilds of 
Siberia. é 

As to the educated classes, the policy of the govern- 
ment is different. 3 t 
the question—not by any means, no! During the reign 
of Alexander II., alias the ‘« Gzar-Liberator,” Adrian 
Pushkin was held twenty years in the dungeons of the 
Solovetzky Monastery, on an island in the White sea, for 
no other offense than having founded a new mystic sect 
of ‘*Men-gods.” Still, it was an easy task for the gov- 
ernment to persecute religious mysticism, that had 
scarcely a score of adherents. 

But the case is entirely different with regard to Athe- 
ism. To persecute Atheists would mean to persecute the 
whole educated class, Russian officials themselvs included. 
There is a certain amount of official hypocrisy with the 
servants of the pious czar, but no educated Russian would 
make a secret of his Infidelity. = 

The defeat of religion is entirely due to the activity 
of the Nihilists, which began, during the sixties, in the 
enthusiastic propaganda of the theory of evolution and 
culminated in the propaganda of political revolution. It 
is needless to go into details. Suffice it to say that 
if the Nihilists failed to revolutionize the institutions of 
their country, they hav produced a complete revolution 
in the minds of their countrymen. . Ka 

The Russian is consistent. Having rejected religion, 
he has also rejected the religious foundations of ethics. 
And here the question of the relations between man and 
woman is of paramount importance. Marriage is in 
Russia a religious institution. Divorce is not recognized 
by Russian law, except for adultery, precisely as in New 
York. But the Russian makes no fetich of the law. 
The first Russian female students were also the first 
pioneers of freedom for woman. In proud contempt 
they disregarded the attacks of the Comstocks of their 
time, until finally they hav brought it to a complete 
change of public opinion. Nowadays’ Mrs. Manasseina, 
the well-known writer on physiology, has lost nothing in 
public respect for having separated from her husband 
and married Professor Tarcharoff without caring a whit 
for legal formalities. s 

Thirty years ago, when our glorious Tchernyshefisky 
announced the gospel of emancipation in his ‘f What ls 
To Be Done?” he was denounced, like Brother Moses 
Harman to day; he was imprisoned and spent twenty-one 
years in jail and in Siberia. To-day his ideas hav become 
a matter of course. saat ds p P 

But, as I hav said, the Russian is consistent. Having 
done away with tradition in religion and ethics, he went 
one step further and declared war on authority in politi- 
cal and economic life. And here he has oftered an object 
lesson to those who think that a moral life is imrossible 
without a religious belief. With tbe Ruesian Nihilist 
Socialism took the place of religion. Inthe name of this 
worldly religion the Russian Nihilist has presented to 
our business-like nineteenth century examples of de- 
votion and self-sacrifice which bring us back to the times 
of the first martyrs of Christianity. 

I remember a discussion on this very topic which I 
once had withan English gentleman, a strong adherent of 
Christianity. He denied, as usual, that morality of the 
higher type can be built up on a philosophical basis. I 
quoted the example of the Nihilist martyr, giving away 
his life for his neighbor. ‘‘ But he may hav been actu- 
ated by desire of glory.” ‘*What do you think of a 
man who was executed under the name of ‘ Unknown,’ 


Not that persecution is entirely out of 


.the other ninety per cent. being purely waste. Mr. 


because he refused to tell his name, lest it might giv a 
clew to the persecution of his associates? The man who 
died on the scaffold under the name of ‘Unknown’ was 
certainly moved by anything but the desire of glory.” 
The gentleman conceded that this martyr, though an In- 
fidel, had doubtless been accorded a place in the Chris- 
tian kingdom of heaven. 

I hav nothing more to say. I hav attempted to show 
that the movement which is going on to-day here in 
America has already a history in Russia. I consider, 
therefore, the hundreds of educated Russians driven 
to these shores by the political and religious intoler- 
ance of their government as an element of progress 
in this country. But that is precisely the reason they 
are not wanted by the Pharisees of this country. Here 
lies the explanation of the union between this plutocratic 
republic and the autocratic czar. To this union we 
must oppose a union between the Freethinkers of Amer- 
ica and the radicals of Russia. 

Therefore, before all things, down with the Russian- 
American treaty for the extradition of Russian political 
refugees! Isaac A. Hourwiou. 

Friday, the delegates visited the World’s Fair. 
About a hundred met at the Administration Build- 
ing, and proceeded in twos to the temporarary mecca 
of heresy, the Paine picture in the Government 
Building. Mr. Charlesworth had preceded them, 
with the intention of obtaining permission for a 
speech in front of the portrait. He met witha 
refusal, which was afterward softened to permission 
to hav a short service. Mr. Remsburg.had the 
honor of doing the talking while recalling Paine’s 
services to the country as one of the framers of our 
system of government and workers for independ- 
ence. Mr. Hunt, who has charge of the state 
department exhibits, sent up this note: 

Don’t let your demonstration be too long or too con- 
spicuous. Remember the picture is exhibited by the 
government—not by a sect. G. Honr. 

Mr. Remsburg graciously cut it short, and the 
audience scattered around the grounds to see the 
Fair. The day was rainy and cold, and sight- 
seeing was confined to the exhibits in the building. 

Saturday was also devoted to sight-seeing, till 
evening, when a dinner, erroneously called a ban- 
quet, was on the program. About one hundred 
and thirty sat down to tables, which did not groan, 
because the price wassmall. The service was also 
in proportion, and lucky was he who had a knife 
and fork at the same time. But as some were used 
to knives and others to forks, by dividing up the 
table ware substantial progress was finally made. 


Captain Adams presided in his usual charming’ 


manner. The captain is an unusually graceful 
chairman. He says the right thing at about the 
right time, and this habit, united with unusual 
good sense and sound attainments, makes the 
captain a leader of great worth. He ought to be 
forced to the front much oftener than his nativ 
modesty now permits. The only one who stood 
alongside Captain Adams as a judiciary officer was 
Mr. Putnam, also a captain. When enthusiasm 
and money were wanted, it was Putnam who 
wielded the gavel. No one could escape the con- 
tagion of that man’s boundless good nature and 
zeal. He extracted half dollars from pockets used 
to yielding pennies, and he made the audience as 
hilarious and happy as himself. They couldn’t help 
it. They just caught it. 


Captain Adams, began proceedings by recalling the 
banquet at which Charles Lamb wanted to know 
if there were no minister present to say grace. 
Finding there was none, Lamb earnestly said: 
“ Let us thank God.” Being in the same predica- 
ment as the fellow at the feast, Captain Adams 
used the old lady’s benediction of the food she was 
to eat: 
Let grace be here and grace be there, 
And all around the table; 
Let each one take a spoon and fork, 
And feed as best he’s able. 

There being little to eat, the dinner was soon done. 
With nothing but coffee to drink, the orators were 
easily kept within bounds, time being called on one 
only. The first toast was “Freethought, the Mo- 
tor of Progress.” Mr. ‘Waite rose first. In com- 
ing along the street, he said, he came by D. L. 
Moody’s place of business, and was handed an ad- 
vertising card bearing the legend, “ Get right with 
God.” Butas he had never injured God’s repu- 
tation, the advice was wasted. And this led him 
to remark that the preachers earned only about 
ten per cent. of their salaries in teaching ethics, 


Waite went on to say that the Freethinker’s Con- 
gress, as far as it had gone, was a good one. That 
he had had a good time. That the Federation and 
the Union had chosen good officers, in which view 
he believed Brother Putnam would agree. He 
had heard Brothers Wakeman and Menden men- 
tioned as possibly good presidential timber for the 
Union; so he had nominated both. He desired to 
please, but he couldn’t see why he should object 
to himself more than to them. -The most of those 


wanted all the friends possible. 
fight on hand, and we must use the ballot. 
knew from his experience at Washington that had 
not the church used ballots Congress would not 
hav voted to close the Fair on Sundays. 
the Congressmen he personally knew were bull- 
dozed by the church. We must fight it through 
every channel, at the ballot-box and in the courts. 
On the moral side we should establish science 


versity under way soon. 


But to return to the over mutton of the dinner. 


present, he said, would never meet each other 


again in this world, but if they met in another he 
hoped it would be as Freethinkers. 


Mr. Putnam was second speaker to this toast. 


The Freethought Federation, he said, was the light 
artillery of Freethought, and he was glad that the 
other corps of the Freethought army was willing to 
work with it. 


Freethought was the motor of all 
social progress, and while orthodoxy opposed it he 
There is a big 
He 


Some of 
schools, and he hoped to see the Freethought uni- 


He also rejoiced at the 
splendid harmony which the Congress had de- 


veloped, and advised the delegates to eat, drink, 
and shake hands. 


Mrs. Ames, when called upon, said it was cruel 


to ask her to speak further, but as the men had 
been cruel to the women for so many ages, she 
would try to bear this additional burden. 
of her remarks was that the church was in its do- 


The gist 
tage; the government granted the old lady all the 


favors she asked, and the speaker trusted that when 


the Freethinkers did come into power they would 
not enact retaliatory legislation. 

Judge Hilton, of Oklahoma, said he had been a 
Freethinker but four or five years. He agreed with 
Mrs. Ames, and was more than charmed with the 
gentlemen of a new religion—the true one—a re- 
ligion which always sought the society of ladies. 
He should look back upon this night as Rasselas 
upon the happy valley. Freethought was felt even 
in Oklahoma. The people had forsaken the old re- 
ligion on Sunday. The way to test Freethinkers is 
when they use the ballot. He thought, too, that a 
Freethought university should be built. - 

After music by the Edelweiss Club, Captain 
Adams said that as progress depended upon the 
printing-press, a machine that the old ecclesiastics 
said they must destroy or it would destroy them, 
he offered the toast: “The Liberal Press, the 
Greatest Disseminator of Freethought.” The cap- 
tain had intended, he said, toask Mr. Mendun, as 
the publisher of the oldest Freethought journal, to 
first respond to this, but he was unable to be pres- 
ent. And, continued the captain, as Mr. Macdonald 
of Tus Truta SEEKER was more addicted to putting 
his thoughts into deeds than words he would ask 
Miss Wixon, another Truru Srexer editor, to re- 
spond. Miss Wixon said: 


The J.iberal press is an educator; it is one of the great- 
est educating forces in the world. It is the people's 
schoolmaster. Without it the cause of Freethought 
would languish and sink into obscurity. It sends around 
the world messages of hope and encouragement, 
strengthens the weak and despondent, inspires the 
earnest worker with new energy and zeal, and is the pro- 
moter of everything that tends to the happiness of the 
human race. Its bright and broadening influence is felt 
to the uttermost parts of the earth, and wherever it has 
gone it has left an impression of truth and goodness. 
Thousands owe their emancipation from the slavery of 
superstition to the efforts of the Liberal press. 

Through this medium we get an interchange of ideas 
and a knowledge of what is going on in the Liberal 
world. In this way heart meets heart, and hand meets 
hand in true fraternal greeting. 

Tae TRUTH SEEKER, since its inception, has kept stead- 
ily onward in the path of progress and reform. True to 
its principles it has never wavered from its purpose—that 
of seeking and following truth wherever she leads the 
way, knowing that the truth can lead no one astray. 
And whatever new fields of science and progress open 1n 
the future, you may rest assured THE TRUTH SEEKER 
will be there, ready to gather new facts as they arise and 
place them before its readers in their true light. 

If you will pardon an allusion to my own department in 
Tux TRUTH SEEKER, the Children’s Corner, I would like 
to say that it is an important feature of the Liberal press. 
That which is done for the children is done for the world. 
Train a child in the way he should go and when he is old 
he will not depart from it. If we would hav Freethinkers 
in the future we must begin with the children. Imbue 
them with the principles of freedom and those principles 
will remain through life. 

Thousands of letters from children and parents.all over 
America, Canada, England, and other countries, testify 
to the value of Liberal ideas to the young. 

Finally, let me say that our thanks are due those who 
hav so gallantly sustained Toe TRUTH SEEKER by their 
sympathy and financial support.. Without their clear 
heads, strong hands, and true hearts we can do little; 
while we hav their aid and friendship we can meet all 
foes bravely. Hence, we ask only a continuance of their 
favors, and promis the same faithfulness to our common 
interests in the future as has characterized our efforts in 
the past. 


Dr. Foote, Sr., Moses Harman, and Dr. Pritch- 
ard, of Sierra Valley, Cal., also responded to this 
toast. 

The succeeding toast was “To the Liberal Ora- 
tors.” Mr. Remsburg was the first to respond. He 
spoke, he said, for the radical Freethinkers, those 
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who had always been in the front of the fight, and 
who had been condemned by the pretentious and 
pretended friends of Freethought. Freethought, 
said Mr. Remsburg, is both constructiv and de- 
structiv, and while we could applaud Comte we 
could also admire Voltaire. The constructiv work 
of an Adler merits approbation, but much more the 
satire and wit that fall from the lips of an Ingersoll. 
He indorsed the Nine Demands, but went farther. 
He not only demanded the taxation of churches, but 
he demanded also their damnation. He would abol- 
ish chaplaincies and chaplains as well. He would re- 


peal Sunday laws, but he would do more—demolish 


Sunday itself. A God who could only make one 
day in seven holy was but a seventh-rate God, 
and of but little consequence. He would discon- 
tinue appropriations to religious institutions, and 
the institutions also. 
once—the only time that had come to the speaker’s 
knowledge. Cook said, “ Destroy the Sabbath, and 
you destroy the church.” Mr. Remsburg had been 
saying that for fifteen years. And he would not only 
throw the Bible out of our public schools, but would 
destroy it entirely as a religious work. Its influence 
was almost wholly bad. This country is not big 
enough for religion and Freethought, and the radi- 
cal Freethinkers were in the fight for all time. Mr. 
Remsburg waxed gloriously eloquent on this theme. 
and the room rang to his voice and to the applause 
evoked. He was, in fact, unusually brilliant all 
through the Congress, probably inspired by the 
presence of Mrs. Remsburg, who had come five 
hundred miles to hear him lecture, for the first 
time in all the years he has been in the field. 

Voltairine de Cleyre followed Mr. Remsburg and 

made a little speech breathing defiance of law. 
Freethought orators, she said, ought to stir up 
opposition to all despotism. They ought to make 
Frecthiakers really free, and not war upon a book 
or an idea of God. They ought to break laws, and 
she for one proposed to break all laws which con- 
flicted with her conscience. Miss de Cleyre’s 
speech offended a great many, and was not accepted 
as a proper exposition of the duty of Liberal 
orators. 
_ Mr. Charlesworth told stories of his experience 
in the lecture field, and pleasantly removed the dis- 
agreeable impression produced by the previous 
speaker. He closed by saying that he was a de- 
structionist, as is a farmer who destroys noxious 
weeds that nourishing plants may. grow, and he 
proposed to keep at it all his life. 

Mrs. Freeman spoke to the sentiment, “ Woman’s 
Day.” When President Cleveland and his friends 
had a public dinner, she said, Mrs. Clevelend sat in 
the gallery. Freethinkers did not follow that prec- 
edent, and the women ought to feel gratified. 
Woman demanded her share of the apple, not 
simply the core, and she proposed to get it. But 
there never was and there never will be a woman 
with wings, and there never was a woman who 
-wanted wings. So the men need not worry about 
losing the women. Where she went, the man fol- 
lowed. All woman wanted was a chance to grow. 
She wouldn’t harm the men, for they are her boys. 

The dinner broke up about midnight, with a ben- 
ediction from Mr. Waite, as the oldest of the three 
presidents present. 

SUNDAY MORNING. 

The regular sessions were resumed Sunday morn- 
ing, with Mr. Putnam in the chair in one of his 
happiest moods, and the collection was correspond- 
ingly large. The audience filled the hall clear back 
to the bookstands of Tue Trura SEEKER and Jnves. 
tigator, and crowded our Seventh-Day Advent 
friend, who was there selling religious liberty 
literature. 

Moses Harman was invited to say a few words, 
and he went on for a long time, referring occasion- 
ally to a manuscript which he had no chance to 
read, as he kept thinking of things to say. His 
‘talk was mainly a repetition of what he has so often 
said in Lucifer. In regard to the present status 
of his case he had heard through a marshal that 
the prosecuting officers at Topeka didn’t want any 
more to do with him, but he didn’t purpose the 
fight should die. With him it was lay on Macduff, 
and blest be him who first cries, Hold, enough! 
He said that Lucifer took precedence over the In- 
dependent Pulpit and the Freethinker’s Magazine, 
and he still wanted subscribers, but. wouldn’t be an 
organ of anybody. He was the center of his uni- 
verse, and when he moved six feet the universe 
moved six feet too. š 

Mr. Harman was succeeded by Mr. Remsburg, 
who sustained the audience by recalling the men 
and women who were working for Freethought 
twenty-five years ago, reading the names from a 
paper published then, called the Liberal. 

At the request of his friend, Captain Putnam, he 
would show what the Methodist church had done 


Joe Cook told the truth 


for the slave. His speech was full of facts and 
quotations from Methodist documents, and will be 
printed in good time as a chapter in one of his 
forthcoming volumes. It made a splendid speech. 

Mrs. Freeman followed and won great applause 
for her wit and earnestness. 

Reuben Rush, a young orator from Boston, 
made some criticisms upon the indifference of some 
Freethinkers, and incidentally made himself famous 
with those who heard him. In the words of one 
admiring auditor, Reuben is a rattler! What the 
cause of Freethought has most to fear, said Mr. 
Rush, is the apathy in the ranks. There are a great 
many Freethinkers in the country, and yet but 
comparativly little work was done. The most of 
them seemed to think there is nothing to do, that 
Christianity is a dying creed, a fossil. But that 
view, he thought, is decidedly erroneous. Chris- 
tianity is not a fossil when it dictates nominations, 
controls elections, and make demands upon the 
public treasury. It has fat offices to confer, and 
will die hard. Freethinkers had a foe unworthy 
their steel, but a cause worthy of their best efforts. 
They should attack the church at all points. He 
had been to the legislature of Massachusetts and 
induced the committee on taxation to report favor- 
ably a bill assessing church property, and though 
the bill was killed in general session, it was the best 
result ever attained in Massachusetts. It was a 
result of work instead of talk. The church had lost 
its grip on the intelligence of the community, but 
still retained a mighty good hold upon the ignor- 
ance of the country. 

Mr. Rush further urged Freethinkers to sub- 
scribe for all the Freethought journals and flood 
the country with Liberal literature as Christians do 
with tracts. It was much better than passing 
resolutions. The papers were not supported as 
they deserved. If you take one paper, said this en- 
thusiast, take another, or get some one else to take 
it. Monroe is dead, but the Jronclad Age still 
livs. Tae Trura Seeker is better than ever, and 
who has not admired the art of Heston? Bennett 
is dead, but Tar Truru Seexer livs. And for 
sixty-four years the Investigator has been fighting 
your battles and mine. Seaver and Mendum are 
gone, but Washburn is here. With this he left the 
interests of the papers in the hands of the people, 
and expected them to do their duty. We fight, he 
concluded, as best we know, and foilow where the 
star of victory leads. : 

Mr. Rush was a revelation to the audience, and 
they gave him tremendous applause. 

J. H. Cook, of Columbus, Kan., was invited to 
say a few words. 
the work he bas done in the past, for he is now old 
and feeble. But the effort he had made to attend 
the Congress was appreciated. At a previous 
session it had become known that he was suffering 
from poverty, and to attend had broken into his 
“cremation fund” to pay the fare. Twenty-five 
dollars were raised for him by Mr. Charlesworth in 
many fewer minutes. This Sunday morning, after 
his talk, $30 or $40 more were thrown upon the 
stage for him. It did the old man a world of good, 
and never was money better spent. 

John H. Copeland, president of the Texas Press 
Association, was called upon and responded nicely. 
Mr. Cook rose again and mentioned the Health 
Monthly and that forced Dr. Foote to the front. 
The doctor denounced the preaching of Christian 
sentiments over the remains of Richard A. Proctor, 
the astronomer. Ingersoll, he said, should pro- 
nounce that man’s eulogy. When Dr. Foote con- 
cluded, Mr. Remsburg, who seems to know every- 
thing, explained why it was that Talmage was 
chosen. George W. Childs had paid for the mon- 
ument, and so when Mr. Proctor’s daughter Mary 
proposed to ask Colonel Ingersoll to honor her 
father, the Philadelphia benefactor and bigot had 
the power to thwart her desire. Mr. Childs lost 
caste with that audience in short order. 

SUNDAY AFTERNOON. 

The proceedings were opened bya piano duet 
by two sweet girls—each sweeter than the other— 
the Misses Johnstone, of Chicago, readers of THE 
Truru Sreexer. They had to repeat, and the au- 
dience would hav liked to keep them on the stage 
if they hadn’t known a musical note. At the morn- 
ing session Miss Decker lost her watch, and Mr. 
Louis K. Johnson returned it in the afternoon. 
Such an act (Mr. Johnson’s, not Miss Decker’s) was 
never known at a religious congress, and the 
parties felicitated themselvs greatly thereupon. 
After the music, Mr. Steiner read some resolutions 
by Mr. Betts, who was pushed into fame by being 
robbed of his Truth Seeker literature at the Art 
Institute. The resolutions were properly referred, 
and never heard of again. Mrs. Freeman read a 
communication from San Antonio condemning the 


i action of Mr. Bonney in the Betts affair, and then 


He was listened to attentivly for | 


Miss Wixon made a speech, which we will print 
sometime. Miss Wixon got great applause. She 
always does. She was the most popular woman at 
the Congress, and pushed the men pretty hard too 
as a favorit. She was followed by Messrs. Steiwer 
and Washburn, with addresses too long to print 
here. 
SUNDAY EVENING. 


A long letter from W. H. Lamaster was first 
read, followed by a humorous theological song by 
Mr. Glass. Captain Adams was the first speaker. 
His was a mighty good speech and we regret that 
the manuscript which he was to make from his 
notes has not arrived. The post-office is probably 
to blame. 

While the captain was speaking, the Judas of 
Freethought, who is now engaged on a Chicago 
sheet at about thirty pieces of silver per week, 
sneaked in, probably to see if he couldn’t find some- 
thing as a text for an editorial lie. But there was 
evidently too much truth being spoken to make the 
atmosphere congenial to him and he sneaked out 
again. 

Mr. Adams was followed by Mr. Charlesworth, 
who said, among other things, these: 


Many false impressions exist to-day concerning the 
meaning and implications of the word Freethought. 
Christians are prone to claim that they are Freethinkers 
as much as we are; they claim that their belief in the 
Christian creed is just as much the result of their free- 
thought as our belief may be the resnlt of our freethought. 
This claim is not tenable. A devout believer can no more 
think freely upon natural science and philosophy than a 
railroad could be built to the planet Jupiter. No man 
can think freely upon any subject when at the same time 
he holds a preconceived belief in the subject he is examin- 
ing. A Christian may claim that he has impartially ex- 
amined all the evidences adduced in favor of his belief 
but when he starts out upon his investigation with a belief 
in Ged, Jesus, the Bible, e¢ al, his examination can only 
be a partial one, for if any fact is presented to him which 
seems to contradict his idea of the God theory, he will re- 
ject the fact, and will not even investigate his theory. 
His thoughts are not free to examin any given fact so lon, 
as he implicitly believesin a theory contrary thereto. If 
a Christian wishes to impartially examin the evidences of 
his creed, he must giv up his God, his Bible, his Jesus, 
and everything connected with tbem. Jfhecandothis, and 
then after his examination return to them again, all well 
and good, but if he cannot do so let him hav the honesty of 
his opinions and the courage to express them to the world, 
thereby taking his place among the leaders of the world’s 
thought. We hav too much policy, so-called, amongst us 
to-day, a policy in which man’s sympathies extend no 
further than his cash-box. It is a sad thing that all men 
should not recognize that truth is a thing to be shouted 
from the house-tops; it should be written across the hori- 
zon of the universe; it should be painted across the front 
of every pulpit; it should be stamped on every human 
heart that all men may become partakers thereof. Free- 
thought, in its most essential characteristic, is just 
thought; to think freely we must think justly, and to 
think justly it is necessary that we should divest our 
minds of all prejudice whatsoever. The honest, conscien- 
tious Freethinker is just as ready to abandon a conclusion 
when he perceives it to be false, as he is to accept a new 
truth no matter how much it may clash with his previous 
convictions. Freethought is not a new thing. It has 
existed in all ages, even as we understand it to-day—the 
right to question the dogmatic assertions of a corrupt 
clergy. Still it has never existed as a recognized right. 

When any statement is made to a Freethinker purport- 
ing to hav emanated from a supernatural source, his cau- 
tion becomes redoubled for he knows full well that the 
power of proving it does not lie within the pale of human 
demonstration, and he usually requires that the person 
making such a claim shall giv some extraordinary proof 
of the truth of his assertion. To say that it came bv a 
miracle is no explaination at all. There is no subject 
upon which mankind has been deceived so much as upon 
miracles. The great mass of society being profoundly 
ignorant as to what really constitutes a miracle, it hag 
laid them open to the jugglery and deception of the 
priesthood in all ages and in all parts of the world. A 
miracle pre-supposes the setting aside, or the suspension, 
of some particular law of nature; for if it happens in the 
ordinary course of natural events it cannot be a miracle. 
The crowning glory of science in this nineteenth century 
was when she demonstrated the immutability of the laws 
of nature. They are implacable and unalterable, 
hence, we claim that no such thing as a miracle has 
occurred in any age of the world. Tell the people that 
these miracles occurred years ago and they are likely to 
pass as a truth. Tell them that two thousand years ago, 
a child was born of a virgin, and they will believe it; but 
tell them that it happened yesterday, and in your own 
district, and they will say ‘‘Seeing is believing.” The 
will tell you that the age of miracles is past. Yes, and 
will tell you something more, and that is, that the age of 
the belief in miracles is fast passing also. Hume re- 
marked in his ‘‘Essay on Miracles ” that he had never 
known a miracle to happen, but he had known men to 
lie, and he would rather believe that some men had lied 
than believe in a miracle. i 

It has been said that ‘‘There is no such thing as Free- 
thought.” In a sense this is true, for our every thought 
is governed by the conditions that surround us. Olimate 
and circumstances are the supreme schoolmasters of the 
human race. Itis these that hav taucht us to think and 
act so that the great human family may profit by our lives; 
to liv and to do, that our lives may become everlasting 
monuments of respect to those who shall follow after 
us. 


Mr. Putnam came next and his closing speech 
was about thus: 


The issue before us in the years to come is broad and 
deep, We are not only opposed to the union of church 
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and state, but we are opposed to the church itself and for 
what it represents in human history, 
. We are anti-Christian, and we must be anti-Christian 
if we favor human progress. 

_ „What is Christianity? We cannot giv it a private defi- 
nition to suit ourselvs. We must define it by its own 


documents—its Bibles, and creeds, and deeds; by what- 


it has done and what from a thousand pulpits and for a 
thonsand years it has declared itself to be. 

_ Christianity is not morality, it is not good conduct, it 
is not character; for no priest of that faith has ever ad- 
mitted that an Atheist might be a Christian, however no- 
ble his actions. One might be a hero, a martyr, he 
might die for his country and serve humanity, and yet he 
is not a Christian, nor is there a single Christian clergv- 
man that will declarehim sotobe. The golden rule is not 
Christianity. for the Freethinker accepts the golden rule 
equally with the Christian, and what orthodox preacher 
has ever declared that simply to obey the golden rule 
will save a man? 

Christianity is not essentially conduct, but a creed. It 
is at heart a belief. Without a certain belief no one can 
be a Christian, no matter what his conduct may be. Con- 
duct is incidental to Christianity and not its essence. 

He that believeth, shall be saved; he that believeth not, 
shall be damned. This has ever been the -hibboleth of 
the church, and without that the church would cease to 
be. It is founded upon faith, and not upon any system 
of morality. 

This is the issue first of all between the Freethinker 
and the churches, an issue which touches the very heart 
of human advancement and happiness. It is not faith, 
but character that should be supremely insisted upon; 
not belief but practice, not creed but works. It is not 
what a man thinks, but what he is, that is of the greatest 
importance. Accept this dogma, says the Christian. Act 
the best you can, says the Freethinker. This is the radi- 
cal difference. Our platform is that of the poet, .who 
says: . . 
“ For modes of faith let graceless zealots fight 

He can’t be wrong whose life is in the right.” 


But what is the Christian’s belief? Is it a helpful be- 
lief? Is it a beautiful one, a consoling one? ‘True or 
false, will it add to human weal, or decrease human woe? 

The fundamental article of the Christian’s creed is total 
depravity. This-isannounced by every orthodox church. 
There is no division on this point. To be a Christian one 
must believe in the absolute worthlessness of human nat- 
ure; that man is a total wreck; that his conduct counts 
for nothing so long as he is simply himself. The Chris- 
tian declares that the little child, smiling upon its 
mother’s breast, is worthy of everlasting condemnation, 
simply because he has been born into this world, simply 
because he is a human being. 

Take away total depravity, and the corner-stone of the 
Christian church vanishes and it tumbles to its ruin. 

The logical result of the doctrin of total depravity is 
the doctrin of vicarious atonement, and a more immoral 
doctrin was never preached. Man cannot be saved by 
his own merits, but by the merits of »nother. ‘‘ Lay 
your deadly doing down” is the Christian’s song. Don’t 
try to do, only believe. I heard an orthodox revivalist 
declare that one might come to the gates of heaven with 
ten thonsand murders on his soul, and all he need to do 
was to fling them off upon Jesus and enter the golden 
gates. This is the orthodox plan of salvation, and is vital 
to Christianity. One may commit crimes all his life, and 
at the last moment by an act of faith be wafted to the 
bliss of paradise. 

_ Total depravity, and vicarious atonement, and what 
next? The doctrin of eternal hell. This is the necessary 
outcome, for if a man is totally depraved, and cannot be 
redeemed except by the merits of Jesus through faith, 
then those outside the pale of faith must be everlastingly 
damned; and this includes the vast majority of the human 
race. Jesus said: ‘‘Many are called, but few chosen,” 
and unless one is chosen he is lost. Again, the founder 
of the church declares: ‘‘Straight is the road, and nar- 
row is the way that leadeth unto life, and few there be 
that find it; while broad is the way that leadeth to de- 
struction, and many there be who go in thereat.” Thus 
logically and historically the church is committed to the 
dreadful doctrin of an eternal hell, 

If there ever was a doctrin which has crushed the hu- 
man heart, which has filled this world with agony and 
tears, which has been the ally of tvranny and supersti- 
tion, it is the doctrin of an eternal hell. J abhor it with 
every fiber of my being. 

When. therefore, I say that Tam an anti-Christian, T 
do not mean to say that I am in any manner opposed to 
any good thing which incidentally belongs to the Chris- 
tian religion as to all other religions; but I mean to say 
that Iam in unceasing hostility to these essential, fun- 
damental dogmas of the Christian creed—total depravity, 
vicarious sacrifice and eternal hell. Iregard these doc- 
trins as utterly destructiv of human hope and progress. 
They are the outcome of savage terror and ignorance. 
They are opposed to reason, to every noble aspiration, 
and the enlightenment of mankind. In the interest of 
truth, of virtue, of humanity, of liberty, I oppose them 
to the bitter end; and when these doctrins are removed 
from men’s minds there will not be left any foundation 
for the Christian religion. It will then die. and the 
churches will become like vanishing cloudsin the horizon 
of humanity’s onward march, 

What does Freethought represent ag opposed to the 
great dogmas of the Christian church? It represents 
first of all liberty and the worth of human nature; that 
man should be a free being and use his faculties to the 
utmost. Freedom is the sweetet boon of human life. 
Without it there is no virtue, no truth, no manhood, no 
grandeur of action. Freethought compels to no mental 
conclusion; it only insists upon individual independ- 
ence; the absence of outward authority in the Bible 
or church, or priest. Do not be afraid; judge for your- 
self; be true to yourself, before all men, before the gods 

if there be any. Don’t bow down to anything less than 
the sublime light of vour own being. 

This is the first grand word of Freethought; the first 
issue against the debasing creeds of the churches. 

The second grand word is Liberalism or hnman brother- 
bood, in spite of irfinite diversities of thought. We 
cannot agree in thought. We cannot see things alike. 
Truth is manifold, many-sided. Truth cannot be a 
common platform of human opinion; but there can 


be a common platform of human endeavor. We can 
hav the same purpose. We can be animated by the 
same humanity; we can be inspired by the same motivs. 
We know what is for human happiness, what good deeds 
are, what kindnessis, what justice is, what generosity, what 
magnanimity, what benevolence, what sincerity, what 
truthfulness sre, and joining hands, and standing to- 
gether in thesethings, we care not for thevarying creeds. 
They are unessential. Christianity is not nniversal 
brotherhood. Jesus said, ‘‘1 came not to bring peace on 
earth, but a sword.” Christianity has drawn the sword. 
and slain millions simply to enforce its creed. Free- 
thought flings aside the sword, and would unite the whole 
human race in one grand and splendid brotherhood. 

Again, Freethought is Secularism—politically and phi-. 
losophically. It means a secular government—that is, 
a government totally separated from the church. Secu- 
larism is the Declaration of Independence and the Con- 
atitution of our country. It is the glorions principles of 
Washington, Jefferson, Madison, Franklin, and Paine. It 
isa government of the people, and for the people. Itis 
the rights of man. 

Philosophically, Secularism affirms the grandeur of this 
present existence, that it does not depend for its value 
or interest or beauty upon any life to come, but in 
itself without reference to anything before or after is of 
supreme importance. Thetime to be happy is now; the 
place to be happy is here. There may bea life to come; 
but if so, that life is one with this life. It is the same 
kind of a life. Death is simply an evolution, and not a 
break in the eternal unity. nly by and through the 
worth of this life can we reach the glory of any future 
life. And if there isa God, he is not on some remote 
throne, but is a living presence. glorious in this world as 
in any other. Do the duty which lies next to you. That 
is the grandest duty, seys Secularism. Man should be 
educated in life. He should be trained physically, 
mentally, and morally. He should attain practical 
knowledge, and be able to actas well astothink. He 
should be a soldier of nature and humanity, and win the 
battle here. The philosophy of Secularism means fruit- 
fulness. It means invention, discovery, art, the laws of 
health, good citizenship, wise parentage, happy homes, 
golden harvest fields, and universal justice, prosperity, 
and attainments. 

Freethought also means not only Liberalism and Secu- 
larism, but Infidelity—a terrible word, no doubt, but we 
accept the word and affirm the glory of Infidelity. Infi- 
delitv means doubt, question, inquiry, denial, and only 
by this path has man attained wisdom. Doubt is the be- 
ginning of wisdom, says Aristotle. Doubt, says Des- 
cartes, the father of modern philosophy. Doubt, says 
science, in all its researches. If Columbus had not 
doubted he would not hav discovered America. If Co- 
pernicus had not doubted he would not hav unfolded the 
grandeur of the heavens. If Newton had not doubted he 
would not hav revealed the universality of law. 


But doubt is the beginning, not the end; the necessary | 


beginning of all truth and all discovery to the human 
mind. The end, the goal, of scientific doubt is wisdom, 
virtue, progress, civilization. It is the conquest of nat- 
ure, the building of a paradise, the jeweling of this earth 
with a thousand industries; the plowing of the soil, the 
planting of the seed, and the reaping of the harvest. In- 
fidelity clears away the rubbish, brings man out of the 
caverns, confronts him with the blue sky, the rolling sea, 
and tells him to venture forth and win the prize—not 
through the favor of any god, but with his own strength 
and sublime energies. 

Thus Freethought is manifold, universal, broad, and 
deep, as all of human life, of human hope, of human as- 


piration. It is intellectual, moral, social, political, in- 
dustrial. It collects every truth and every aspiration 
from history. It applauds every virtue and celebrates 


every heroism. It examins, judges, and selects from all 
that man has done or man has thought. It unfolds the 
wealth of this earth; it follows the shining pathway of the 
stars. Wherever knowledge is possible there is its on- 
ward march. 

From this magnificent, this animating Congress we go 
forth upon the fields of time with brilliant hopes. With 
nobler fellowship, with grander impulses, we can continue 
the mighty conflict, handed down to us from the imme- 
morial post. dark and terrific at times, but now opening 
to sunny hights and splendid victories, so that afar we see 
the day of triumph, the fiag above the cross, truth above 
superstition, reason above faith, character above belief, 
manhood above the priesthood. science above the church, 
civilization above barbarism, and humanity above God— 


‘Qood and great and wise and beautiful and free.” 


On motion of Dr. E. B. Foote, Sr., a vote of 
thanks was given to the Edelweiss Zither Club, the 
Bohemian Orchestra, Mrs. Kinsella, John J. I. Rems- 
burg, Prof. J. H. Cook, the Misses Johnston, and 
others who aided the Congress with music. 

And so the Congress concluded, successful in 
numbers, in speakers, and above all in good- 
fellowship. Tue Trurs Seexer Editor never saw sc 
many of his readers together before, and he thanks 
every one of them for their kind words a d the 
sincere friendship shown. Likewise, for the gener- 
ous patronege at his bookstan !,and for the sub- 
scriptions to Tae Trura Szexer. In his mind’s 
eye there linger tte images cf a hundred facs cf 
friends he had known before by correspondence, 
but who now Fav a living reality to be conjured 
before him from the pages of their welcome letters. 
Good luck and good health be with them always! 
Here’s to them and the Cause in a goblet of 
water! a good deal clearer than they found in 
Chicago, unless they paid extra for it. May the next 
convention be as jolly and leave as many pleasant 
remembrances! l 


Immediately following the report of the first 
proceedings of the Congress we received the fol- 
lowing letter : =z 

Eprrog TrRorH SEEKER: The pen wounds worse than 


the sword. -Be more careful how you wield it. Your 
statement in regard to Mr. Van Hoeter’s not c^ming to 
fhe Congress is wrong. Mr. Van Hoeter did not want to 
come, for the reason that his health is not reliable. This 
shows his good sense. But where was your good sense 
when you wrote those lines about me and my husband? 
What is the matter with you? MRs. P. Van HoETER. 

Such things as this hav a tendency to make us 
careful. Never again will we joke with an old lady, 
unless we can get someone to make a map of the 
joke, and hav it explained in advance, thus avoiding 
possible marital complications. 

But seriously speaking, Mr. Joseph Van Hoeter 
is one of the most energetic workers in the Free- 
thought cause that we hav. He and his worthy 
wife, the latter coming all the way to Chicago to 
attend the late International Congress of Freethink- 
ers, hav many times rendered efficient service to 
Freethought and hav bravely held alo't its banner 
under all circumstances. Although advanced in 
years, the hearts of this Liberal couple still throb 
with the impulses of youth, and we trust there are 
yet many bright years in store for them. 


After the Ball. 


THREE DISTINGUISHED LECTURERS IN THE STREETS OF 
CAIRO, MIDWAY PLAISANCE, WORLD'S FAIR. 


Lectures and Meetings. 


COLONEL INGERSOLL’S LECTURE DATES. 
The people along the line of the following towns will, 
during October, be made happy by a visit by Colonel In- 
gersoll, who will speak on the following dates: . 


Oct. 21 Atchison, Kan. Oct. 25 Tuincoln, Neb. 
“ 22 Kansas City, Mo. « 27 Sioux City, Ia. 
** 23 St. Joseph, ‘‘ ** 29 Chicago, Ill. 


Tae Manhattan Liberal Club meets every Friday eve- 
ning, at eight o’clock, in German Masonic Hall, No. 220 
East Fifteenth street, New York. Its lectures for Octo- 
ber are: 


October 20th.—‘‘ Freethought and Morality:” S. P. Put- 


nam. 
October 27th.—‘‘ Arbitration:” Albert Dav. 
E. B. Foote, JR., Presiding Officer. 


As previously announced in our columns, John R. 
Charlesworth will commence a tour Eastward. The fol- 
lowing appointments areon his list, and friends aleng the 
route desiring lectures should address him at once: 

Nov. 3 Manhattan Liberal|Nov.19 Boston, Mass. 
Club, New York.) ‘‘ 26 Philadelphia, Pa. 

“« 5 Newark, N. J. Dec. 3 Alliance, O. 

“ 12 East Dennis, Mass. 14,15,16, Waterloo, In: 

“ 1415, Ostervilie, ‘‘ “ 17 Chicago, Ill. 

“ 16 Cotuit, t£ 


Tux Brooklyn Philosophical Society holds meetings 
every Sunday afternoon at 3 o’clock in Long Island Busi- 
ness College, South Sixth street, between Bedford and 
Driggs avenues. Program of Lectures for October: 


October 22d.—Dr. T. R. Kinget, ‘‘ The Most Vital Prac- 
tical Question of the Hour.” 

October 29th. — Mr. S. P. Putnam, ‘‘The Bible and Mod- 
ern Thought.” 


Tae Women’s Liserat Leagues, of Philadelphia, will 
meet on and after October 17th in the Skerrett Building, 
northeast corner of Ridge avenue and Green street, Tues- 
day evenings at 8 o’clock. 

October 24th.—Miss Constance MacKenzie, ‘‘ Effects of 
Education on Character.” 

October 31st —Rev. Wm. I. Nichols, ‘‘ Unitarianism; Its 
History and Principles.” 


CHARLES Warts will lecture for Friendship Liberal 
League, Philadelphia (cor. Broad and Wood streets), 
Sunday, October 22d, at 2:30 and 7:30 p.m. Liberals 
are cordially invited to attend these lectures. 


Newark Liserar Leaauz, Sunday, October 22d: 


Frank W. Wilson, ‘‘Hard Times; Their Cause and Cure ” 
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Letters of Friends. 


A Family Necessity. 

Orrawa, Kan., Oct. 7, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed please find money 
order for $1 to extend subscription on 
Tue Trurs SEEKER. I can’t do without 
the paper very well. Having taken it so 
long, it has became a family necessity and 

we would be lonesome without it. 
Yours truly, Satem Fouts. 


Must Hav the Paper. 

. Scranton, PA., Oct. 2, 1898. 
Mr. Epitor: Inclosed find my check for 
$4, for one year’s subscription to Tur 
TRUTH SEEKER, also for price of one copy 
of ‘‘Crimes ‘f Preachers,” one copy of 
“Sister Lucy and Her Awful Disclos- 
ures,” one copy of ‘‘The Clergyman’s 
Victims,” one copy of ‘‘ Priestly Celibacy 
Exposed,” and one copy of ‘* The Confes- 
sional,” which all pleasesend to my address. 
We think we cannot do without the paper, 
and look for it every week with pleasure. 

Gro. H. MERRITT. 


A Hundred Years’ Sentence. 
Lisuz, N. Y., Oct. 8, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: As my time on the grand 
old Trura SEEKER runs out the 6th of this 
month, you will please find inclosed post- 
office order for $3. I must not skip a 
number. Last week’s issne was a great 
treat. It was a pleasure to look on the 
grand old faces of those veterans who hav 
fought for the good of the human race. 
Not only veterans, but young workers 
likewise. We owe a great deal to them. 
Hoping those yet with us may liv long 
and Tue TRUTH SEEKER flourish for a 
hundred years, I am, 


Sincerely yours, R. H. Guover. 


Would Be Afraid of His God. 
Morros, Micu., Sept. 8, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: As my subscription to 
that noble old paper, Taz TRUTH SEEKER, 
expires to day, I must renew, so find in- 
closed draft for $5—$3 for the paper, and 
the remainder for the ‘‘ Creation of God,” 
by Dr. Jacob Harmann, and ‘‘ Martyr- 
dom of Man,” by Winwood Reade. 

We hav had John E. Remsburg here. 
He delivered two lectures—one on Paine 
and the other on ‘‘The Divinity of 
Christ.” I think he set some of them to 
thinking. One gentleman said he would 
not dare to talk as Mr. Remsburg did; he 
would he afraid God would strike him 
dead. C. Danssy. 


This One Liked the Portraits. 


Toronto, Ont., Oct. 2, 1893. 
Mr. Epiror: You must excuse me for 
being so long in remitting for the grand 
TRUTH SEEKER, for I am gettiny old. I 
think that Tue Trurs SEEKER is like old 
rum, improving by age. Always glad to 
see it, and this number (Sept. 30, 1893) is 
grand with such an array of men who hav 
already fallen in the ranks of Freethought 
and others who are still nobly filling up 
the ranks. Now that I hav been a reader 
of the paper for twenty years and when I 
see D. M. Bennett on the front, and with 
Thomas Paine and R. G. Ingersoll, I am 

overjoyed indeed. 

Plesse find incloged postal order for $3. 

W. JOHNSTON. 


Joha Would Hav Been Ashame? of the 
Minister. 


_ RUSHVILLE, ILL., Oct. 2, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: Please send my paper to 
Rushville, Ill. 

I came here about a month ago. Thisis 
one of the oldest towns in the state. It is 
one of those old church towns, and in 
those towns you can find but very little 
progress. J thought when I came here I 
should hear something new, but it’s the 
same thing over. The minister tried to 
preach about a man called John the Bap- 
tist. I think John would hav been 
ashamed of the effort had he been there. 
I suppese most of the congregation 
thought it was a grand sermon. 

I want Taos Trorg SEEKER. Iam not 
afraid of it, and when I become delin- 
quent let me know. I like Watson Bes- 
ton’s pictures—in fact, most everything in 
the paper suits me. I can’t agree with al] 


of them, but I like your method of hand- 
ling the various subjects. 
Iam, yours in the work, 
D. W. Bertor. 


Take Particular Notice. 
Turer Rivers, Micu., Sept. 30, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: I want to know if the 
undersigned thinker is insane when he 
claims that every firm believer in the 
plain deslarations of Jesus Christ—‘‘by 
whom the world was made” (according to 
the testimony of St. John)—will be able to 
create worlds also? Jesus declared thus 
to his followers: ‘‘ The works that I do, 
the same shall ye do also, and greater.” 

Now, a8 we may reasonably view that 
promis or declaration as the word of God, 
given through the mediumship of ‘‘ the 
only begotten son,” it follows as a matter 
of fact that if a real follower of Christ 
Jesus shall, or can, do the same kind of 
works that he, the son, did, such worker 
must positivly hav in possession the same 
creativ and divine attributes that he, 
Jesus Christ, possessed—it being a logical 
conclusion that the so-called son of God 
must hav possessed every attribute of God, 
his father. : 

If, then, the followers of the son will be, 
or are, like him, and he is like God, said fol- 
lowers are also like God, said followers will 
be like God also and thus able to create 
everything in the same way in which a 
supposed Mosaic or man-made God ever 
did or ever can create anything hereafter. 

The above reasonings are founded upon 
and supported by records claimed to be 
“the infallible word of God.” Who will 
be able, therefore, to declare truthfully 
the same to be irrational, or as emanating 
from an insane mind? There is one of 
two things certain: First, if a man, or a 
soul of man, cannot create or ever make 
worlds like the one we inhabit, then the 
words of Jesus Christ and of St. John also 
are false and irrational; second, if true 
tbat he can, then all of his disciples 
who claim to be Christians will be Gods at 
some future time, or never be ag he was, 
doing the same works he did—i. e., make 
worlds. 

T think we should analyze the sayings or 
declarations of Jesus, the son of man (as he 
often and rightly claimed to be), from a 
rational standpoint. So declares 

Euisoa D. BLAKEMAN. 


Impartial Treatment of All Soothsayers. 
Newark, N. J., Sept. 26, 1898. 

Mr. Eprtor: Tn this evening’s News I 
hav read that there is to be a celebration 
of the feast of Saint or Mr. Anthony. 
Who the gentleman is the Lord only 
knows, and I don’t think he cares a conti- 
nental; but the saint appears to be held up 
as a patron who is to do some people a 
great deal of good, and pilgrims, who wor- 
ship at his shrine and giv liberally of 
lucer, will be cured of all their diseases. 
Besides, he will intercede for culprits who 
hav transgressed the laws of man as well as 
God. Now there is one fact, and that is, 
folks who employ people to pray for them 
to dead gods and dead saints, instead of 
praying for themselvs, hav got to pay their 
money. After the capitalists hav rung their 
bells on a Monday morning for the toiling 
men to work and sweat all the week for a 
mere pittance, barely sufficient to support 
their families, it is barefaced robbery for 
the clergymen, disciples of dead saints, to 
ring the slaves of superstition into church 
on a Sunday morning to pay out a part of 
their hard earnings. All the clergymen’s 


stock in trade is dead gods, dead saints, 


witches, ghosts, and spirits. That kind of 
stock don’t require any capital but cheek 
and -wind. All the clergymen of every 
persuasion are living on and supported by 
people who believe that Christ was God, 
son, and ghost, and that he died and went 
to hades, was toasted and browned by his 
satanic majesty the devil. Now, sir, there 
hav been Jaws to punish astrologers and 
fortune-tellers for predicting future events, 
and I think if snch people are punished 
for getting money under false pretenses 
it is about time to arrest all persons who 
preach such blasphemy to get an easy liv- 
ing by robbing the poor and innocent. I 
believe in education, not only sufficient to 
read and spell correctly, but to educate 
them out of the fear of dead gods, dead 
sainis, and dead beats, and a heaven filled 


with reprobates and a devil that could not 

be killed by God, saint, or sinner, nor 

flooded out by old Noah, the drunkard. 
Respectfully, W. W. Morais. 


Open the Eyes of the Priest-Befooled 
Masses. 
Concorp, N. C., Oct. 2, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: I am, of late, indebted to 
you, or some one else, for two copies of 
Tur TRUTH SEEKER, for which please ac- 
cept my thanks. I am an isolated Infidel, 
of first water, and hav to endure much 
mental punishment from the orthodox 
Christians. I sent, a few weeks since, a 
Boston Investigator to a lady friend, for 
whom I had done much in my days of 
prosperity, before the war, but who, when 
I got poor, turned the cold shoulder on 
me, she having plenty, inherited. She 
wrote me: ‘ʻI want you to send me no 
more of your Infidel literature.” She is a 
Presbyterian, and believes (I suppose) 
that the Christian’s God made rich folks 
and ladies of far better dust than he 
did the poor folks. I wrote her that 
Abraham Lincoln was an Infidel, and 
wanted in November, 1863, to stop the 
war by arbitration, but Jefferson Davis, a 
Christian, wanted to fight it out, and Kill 
thousands of innocent fathers, brothers, 
husbands, and sons, and leave the land 
full of widows and orphans mourning for 
lost friends. I hav not heard from this 
orthodox Presbyterian woman since. I 
offered to send her some good Infidel 
books to set her right, but hav received 
no reply. 


In the midst of hard times and scarcity - 


of money, a young man by the name of 
Arthur Butts came to this town with his 
panorama of scriptural scenes, and ex- 
hibited them three nights, and raked in 
the shekel’, some $150. Pretty good for 
three nights during a money panic. His 
tent was on Methodist grounds and free 
of state or town tax. Had some enter- 
prising man brought a managerie of for- 
eign animals to town to educate the chil- 
dren he would hay had to pay tax, anda 
heavy tax, but this disciple of the meek 
and mythical Jesus, goes scot free of 
tax. How inconsistent, how absurd ! 
Whither are we drifting? When, oh 
when, will Reason claim her throne in the 
human brain and myths and superstition 
be relegated to the background, where 
they should be? It behooves us Infidels to 
sow broadcast in the land leaflets to show 
the masses, who never heard of Voltaire, 
Thomas Paine, Toe TRUTH SEEKER, or 
the Boston Investigator, that there are 
men who are striving to counterbalance 
the pernicious teachings of the desiguing 
and fat-salaried preachers, who liv by 
peddling myths and superstition to church- 
chained white slaves. I wish I had a 
thousand such leaflets. I would distribute 
them broadcast in this county. Religion 
is afashionable humbug, and the Bible is 
a fabrication and a fraud, gotten up by 
designing priests. J. W. Mawarry, 


They Fear to Face the Freethought 
Batteries. 
Cauistoaa, CAL., Oct. 4, 1893. 

Mr. Enprror: I am one of those individ. 
uals whom Christians say are living in just 
plain darkness now, but will be cast into 
outer darkness when I’m dead. I take 
pleasure in giving to some other likewise 
shaded souls some of the light that has 
been given me by arising, religious law. 
yer. This lawyer and I belong to a debat- 
ing club, which meets every Friday night. 
Every meeting we select by vote a subject 
for the meeting two weeks ahead. This 
lawyer said tome one day that he and I 
would debate the religious question in the 
club. J told him allright. In afew days 
it was a meeting night. In meeting I of- 
fered quite a number of religious subjects, 
and a bigoted chair threw them out with- 
out a vote and contrary to the rules. The 
reasons given were that it was ‘‘bad 
policy,” ‘‘ caused ill-will,” ete. I got up 
and used some plain language about the 
bigotry of the club and the cowardice of 
its religions members, and told them that 
the club was organized for the purpose of 
debating all questions—religious, political, 
and civil. 

One of the other members offered this 
resolution: ‘‘ Resolved, that God created 
the heavens and earth.” 


My worthy religious lawyer got up, and 
in a bantering way said: ‘‘ Will you ac-. 
cept that—will you debate that with me?” 

I said I would. This was to come off 
two weeks from that date. During the 
week immediately following, it was noised 
about town that there was to be a religious 
discussion. Soon good Christians began 
to make kind, loving, generous threats 
against that club and its members. ; 

My antagonist, in the time he had, had . 
discovered that he had a hard case to 
prove. Atour next meeting, only a week 
after he had so boldly challenged me, he 
arose and said that he “‘ flatly, positivly 
refused to debate with me on account of 
his incompetency, and of its being bad 
policy.” He said he would not debate the 
question with me unless I gave him a year 
for preparation. . 

I arose and told the club that since he 
flatly refused, since he was more politic 
than honest, more religious than brave, 
all I could do was to allow him to retract 
his own challenge. He had already 
crawled in the hole, and wanted to get up 
(before I had hardly sat down) and drag 
the hole in with him. I told him it was 
no use. He was safe. He ought to be 
satisfied. 

Such light as I hav received T freely giv 
to my Liberal friends. Christians do not 
believe that ‘‘he who fights and runs 
away,” etc.; they belicve he who runs away 
never has to fight. 

A man in town had a rattlesnake in a 
box in the middle of the street one day, 
and was surrounded by a crowd, mostly 
Christians—they are in the majority here. 
I came along (and I never sea a crowd of 
Christians that my ‘‘ blasphemous tongue” 
does not want to wag). Sol said: ‘Is 
there any Christian in this crowd who has 
faith enough to pick up that snake?” The 
skeptics in the. crowd looked up to. see 
whence came that doubting voice, and see- 
ing, smiled. Not one of those Christians 
showed by a single muscle of his face that 
he heard. I guess they didn’t hear. 
“ Having ears to hear, and eyes to see, 
they heard and saw not, lest they should 
hear and see and be converted.” 

Yours for Freethought, 
j R. A. GRIGSBY. 


Church Growth—Justice for Woman. . 
Syracuse, N. Y., Oct. 8, 1893. 

Mr. Enprror: It is often asked ‘Ig 
Christianity losing its hold upon the peo- 
ple?” Dr. J. M. Buckley, editor of the 
Christian Advocate, tells us that ‘‘Suan- 
day traveling was never so common; de- 
votion to amusements was never go in- 
tense; absorption of the people in general 
questions never more complete; political 
activity never greater; the fibers that 
bind the church together are relaxed, and 
itsenergies, such asare available, absorbed 
in ‘enterprises’ and ‘causes,’ while the 
growth in grace and the conversion of 
souls receives. only the remnants of at- 
tention. The general report is that prayer 
meetings are dull and slimly attended, 
and the signs of spirituality few and oc- 
casional.” 

Is not this quite a confession? Well, it 
is said that ‘‘confession is good for the 
soul” The doctor undoubtedly is con- 
versant with the facts. Surely there isa 
great intellectual unrest among all the 
people, and dull and drowsy sermons, 
the very commonplace platitudes of ‘‘ the 
chosen few,” utterly fail to satisfy the 
brain hunger of the women and children 
who chiefly occupy the pews. Rev. Anna 
H. Shaw stated at the Women’s Christian 
Temperance Union convention held in 
this city last week before an audience of 
twelve hundred people that ‘* Three- 
fourths of the church was composed of 
women.” Yet, in the face of this, we are 
reminded by a statement from H. E. 
Carrol], LL.D., of Plainfield, N. J., 
‘that the churches hav had a net increase 
over the increase of population of seven- 
teen per cent., while the Catholic church 
has had a net increase of 1,910,000 or 
twenty-nine per cent. The Methodist 
Episcopal church increased its edifices 
from 17,561 in 1880 to 22,844 in 1890, a net 
gain of 5,283, and the valuation rose in 
the same period from $64,131,000 to $96,- 
783,000, or fifty per cent. Yet despite the 
fact (if a fact) that the membership of the 
churches increases, crime increases also, 
How will our good sister, Rev. Anna H 
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Shaw, account for this? When almost all 
the criminals of our ‘‘ Free America” are 
Christian criminals, there must be a big 
mistake somewhere! 

Syracuse has 107,000 population. Has 
seventy churches, and has one thousand 
licensed places that ‘‘ giv strong drink 
unto him that is ready to perish, and wine 
unto those that be of heavy heart.” Per- 


haps it is a pretty close estimate to say 


there are one thousand disreputable 
women in this ‘‘Salt city,” the central 
city of the state, the city of conventions. 
If the Christians will reform their own 
lives—pay taxes upon millions of untaxed 
property, church property—be as honest 
_ as the liquor dealers—then humble citi- 
zens, who now take no stock in their 
untruthful professions, may possibly con- 
cede to them—although it is late—a 
tribute of respect; but so long as a poor 
woman and five helpless children are 
compelled to seek shelter in the street, 
or the parks, with weeping clouds for 
coverlets, because they cannot pay taxes, 
while churches go scot free, my respe ct 
for such dishonest Christians is below par. 
The very churches the women support de- 
prive her of a voice in their councils, in the 
deliberations of the church conventions. 
It is not many years since she had no 
voicein the church. Each woman, twenty- 
one years old, as a matter of justice and 
right, shoulā be able to vote. And if 
not, why not? Helen H. Gardener cannot 
vote; the vagabond of the gutter can. 
The farty thousand women who went to 


war, who gave water on many a battle: 


field to the boys in blue, who in the hospi. 
tals tenderly dressed the wounds of some 
dear mother’s only son, and administered 
comfort when hope’s bright ‘star was fad- 
ing, cannot vote; but the fellow who can 
not read his ballot, cannot write his own 
name, is, in the eyes of the law, a person 
competent to vote. 

The time will come when justice and 
the white ribboners will be married at the 
ballot-box, when women will hav equal 
rights with men. It is only a scoundrel 
who now wishes to deprive another of 
every right he claims for himself. 

Roszert R. JONES. 


He Prophesieth. 
Waurrrnarn, Wis., Sept. 4, 1893. 

Mr. Eprtor: I hav been an interested 
reader of your paper for a long time now, 
although never a subscriber: for two rea- 
sons, first poverty, second, the liberality 
of Liberals from whom I hay borrowed. 

The pages devoted to Letters from | 
Friends hav always been first to claim ! 
my attention, next the exquisite poetry 
that appears occasionally, then the leaders, 
and finally the advertisements of Liberal 
books, upon which I frequently find my- 
self gazing with covetous eye. ` 

I love to scan the Letters from Friends. 
They thrill me with a hope that at some 
time in the (how distant?) future Free- 
thought, free mental man- and womanhood 
with all the grand significance that the 
terms imply, may be the common prop- 
erty of all; a hope that some day the 
shackles of the superstitions, barbarisms, 
and bigotry of antiquity may be stricken 
from the poor dupes of a crafty, blood- 
sucking priesthood, and that the glorious 
sunlight of intelligent reason and common 
“choss” sense, may penetrate the mental 
dust and cobweds of benighted faith in a 
crucified Anarchist, and shed itsvitalizing, 
fructifying rays in a halo of intellectual 
splendor in and*upon and round about 
every son and daughter of man; yes, 
priest and all. ‘‘The merciful man is the 
man who has mercy on a beast.” 

Ihav been looking a long time for the 
millennium; it has not yet arrived. Are 
we drifting toward it? Not very rapidly, 
as if appears to me; rather the opposite, if 
anything. 

You know that it is said that every cloud 
has a silver lining; it may be in the main 
true, but the cloud gathering, that has 
gathered, has no such lining for the friends 
of mental liberty. No, the silver is only 
in the form of shekels for the ‘‘howly 
_ fathers;” if. makes a most excellent hilt 
for a stiletto, and is at par yet with them. 
They can use them, the handles, for a lin- 
ing to their ‘‘cloaks.” and we are not to 
see their ‘‘silver lining,” until their time 
comes to strike, Then, stand from under! 


| 


Ah! no. The millennium has not yet 
arrived, and notwithstanding the encour- 
aging words of some of your correspond- 
ents, unless the American people are 
awakened to a true realization of the facts 
of the matter, it is still along way off. 

Ts it not high time that the alarm was 
sounded? Is it not a duty that we owe 
ourselvs and friends, for our own liberty 
and theirs, to call attention to this lower- 
ing cloud, so ominous and threatening to 
the cause of mental amancipation that we 
hold so dear? Freethinkers, we hav all 
of us become so accustomed to sitting idly 
by, while the Editor of Taz TRUTH SEEKER 
and a few noble souls like him hav been 
shouldering all the responsibilities, and 
bearing the brunt of the battle, as private 
and general both, that we hav become lax 
and indolent, and while we slept in im- 
aginary security, Catholicism has silently, 
stealthily, insiduously, like a vast army of 
moles, been secretly undermining the very 
foundations of our American institutions, 
and is already busily engaged in sapping 
the vitality of our free schools, and those 
liberties purchased at the cost of so much 
of the most noble blood of the land—not 
lamb—to the end that we may be forced 
eventually to contribute to the lining of 
their cloaks. Had I ever been a Catholic, 
which I am too old to ever become, 
and should say these words, I should 
expect soon to be numbered with the 
Dr. Cronins and a host of other patri- 
otic Americans who hay mysteriously dis- 
appeared, and whose mangled remains 
were never found even ina Chicago sewer. 

‘Why, Mr. Editor, only a few years ago,. 
in your day and mine, we knew only the 
dictionary definition of such words as 
cardinal, bishop, archbishop, holy see, 
ete., but one must needs be young, i 
deed, who does not understand them now; 
we hay more than a plenty of them now, 
right here among us. While we hav been 
dreaming, they hav knocked the persim- 
mon and captured the United States. 

Read between the lines of the daily press 
items, and you will discover how it has 
been accomplished. From year to year 
their institutions hay been gradually en- 
croaching upon ours, silently yet steadily, 
so a8 not to awaken a suspicion of the real 
intention until all isin readiness, and the 
tentacles of the octopus hav all within 
their gasp, then the play begins. First, 
aterrible hullabaloo with Dr. McGlynn, 
in which some very fine acting was so 
skilfully done that very few Catholics even 
were able to see through the farce. When 
Mr. Corrigan does finally take his cue 
from Mr. Pecci’s encyclical Mgr. Sa- 
i tolli says mass, and is dined and rubbed 
the other way of his hair, jealousies are 
banished and explained away, and the 
barriers to the ‘‘supreme authority ” are 
all removed, and,Mgr. Satali is the high- 
cockelorum in America: Curtain. 

Scene Second: Mr. Pecci gone to glory; 
the slate as it stands now is brought forth; 
“ Mgr.” elected pope of Rome; asked to 
take his seat in the Vatican; ‘‘No, they 
are building one for him here,” and he 
will remain here and dispense holy water 
from Washington: Grand tableau, but 
this is not the end, the pope of Rome is 
here, in America to-day! What think 
you? E Prvurrwvs Unum. 


A Presbyterian Well Answered. 
WERNERSVILLE, PA., June 5, 1893. 

Mr. Eprtor: Last winter, while under- 
going repairs at a sanitarium, I met a red- 
hot and still heating Presbyterian, there 
for the same purpose. 

He approached me on the soul subject 
sharply, and we had a number of tilts on 
theological topics; but he didn’t seem to 
know when he had enough and continued 
the discussion by letter long after leaving 
the place. I read a reply to one of his let- 


-| ters to some of my Liberal friends, and 


they liked it so well they requested me to 
send a copy to you for publication in Taz 
TRUTH SEEKER. Believing it might do 
the.cause some good, I comply with their 
wishes. Should you deem it worthy of a 
place in your columns, I, too, should be 
pleased to see it there. Nevertheless, not 
my will nor theirs, but thine be done. 
Yours fraternally, L. R. SMITH. 


WERNERSVYILEE, PA., May 10, 1898. 
“Mr. P. C. N., Dear Sir and Friend: 


Your kind and interesting favor of April 


16th has been received and perused 
with pleasure. Permit me to thank you 
for the interest thus evinced by you in my 
physical and spiritual welfare. . 

y spiritual or mental condition re- 
mains unchanged. -I am still inclined to 
think that hapöinoni depends more upon 
good health than upon religion. Condi- 
tions of mind affect the body, and condi- 
tions of the body affect the mind. This is 
a fact recognized by the leading lights in 
the medical profession generally. Dr. 
Foote says, ‘‘No man can bay dyspepsia 
bad and be a very good Christian.” And 
Dr. Weir Mitchell, quoting from a learned 
divine, says: ‘‘ Consumptivs are generally 
hopeful, but the sick liver predicts damna- 
tion. No man, however secure he may be 
in mind as to his future life, ever dies a 
triumphant death with disease below the 
diaphragm.” You say you are assured by 
your doctor and you hav reason to believe 
you will get well again, and in consequence 
you feel happy. This is enough to make 
you happy, or any other sick and suffer- 
ing man. You should be. Under the 
Same circumstances I should be just as 
happy as you are, or the most religious 
enthusiast that walks the earth, and I 
don’t claim to hav any religion at all. 
You say God has been very good to you 
since you hav been there and has blessed 
you in many ways. While consoling 
yourself with this reflection, it may be 
well for you to bear in mind that this 
same God, who is said to be no respecter 
of persons, and who, according to the 
Bible, «doeth all things ” and doeth them 
well, while he has been so good to you and 
blessed you in so many different ways, has 
atthe same time been very bad to thou- 
sands of his other creatures, aye, millions 
of men, and cursed them in ag many or 
more ways than he has blessed you. I 
quote fiom your letter verbatim et 
literatim—‘‘I know my soul is saved for- 
ever. I hav the witness of the spirit 
within me, and all is peace with me and I 
am ready to be called home at any time 
when it is the good Lord’s will to do so.” 
Now, to know that much and to feel that 
way must be very gratifying and consol- 
ing, especially toa sick and suffering man, 

and a thing greatly to be desired by all; 
and I would very much like to know as 
much and feel that way too. Butif Iam 
ever taken that way, or am fortunate 
enough to reach this sublime state of hu- 
man perfection to which you claim to hav 
attained, so knowing, so believing, and so 
feeling, Ï assure you I shall immediately 
abandon all efforts tending to prolong my 
stay here and yield quietly, trustingly, 

gracefully to the evident will of my 
creator. 

I am surprised that anyone claiming to 
be a Christian and to believe all in the 
Bible should, when sick, seem 80 anxious 
and try so hard to keep from dying. 
Paul is credited with saying, “For me to 
liv is Christ, but to die is gain.” Now, if 
I felt and believed that way, the sooner I 
could die, it seems to me, the better it 
would be. But try as hard as I may, I 
can’t believe and feel. that or your way. 
„According to the Bible, it is through the 
grace of God that I am what Iam. If he 
has given me insufficient credulity, or 
withholds evidence that would compel my 
belief, can I be justly blamed for my un- 
belief? While God has given you the 
elevating evidence of your soul’s eternal 
salvation, other souls, possibly as pre- 
cious, hay been unceremoniously sent to 
eternal torment. From others, perhaps as 
earnest, honest, and deserving, this long- 
sought ’evidence has- been withheld and 
they are still in unhappy suspense, without 
a ray of hope. Perhaps you believe and 
feel as you do because God has had mercy 
on you, and I believe as I do because he 
has hardened me, in accordance with 
Rom. ix, 18, and Dan. iv, 17—‘‘ Therefore 
hath he mercy on whom he will hav 
mercy and whom he will he hardeneth.” 
** The Most High ruleth in the kingdoms 
of men and giveth it to whomsoever he 
wil 

This seems to be a way he has of doing 
things among men, I suppose, his wonders 
to perform. Yes, "I believe in God; but 
not in such an individual as the Bible de- 
fines or represents him to be. Perhaps 
two Bible texts will be sufficient to clearly 
show you why: ‘‘God is avgry with the 
wicked every day” (Ps. vii, 11). ‘‘Anger 
resteth in the bosom of fools” (Eccles. vii, 
9). These Bible declarations, or testi- 
monies, by you believed, plainly establish 
the status of the Bible God or J ehovah of 
the Jews, and fix it entirely too low in the 
scale of intelligence to command my 
credence or acceptance. 

With regard to his so-called son Jesus, 
or Christ, or botb, the story as given in 
Matthew about his conception and birth 
seems to me too silly and sickening for 
any sane and sensible person to believe for 
a moment. It is a libel on the name of 
God—as I view it—who in the Chris- 
tian creed is defined as a being with- 
out body, passion, or parts, to suppose 
that he would or could personally par- 
ticipate in a transaction leading to such 
a result, or perform an act followed by 
such consequences. The whole story is 


founded ` upon a dream that a a a a en a ee a 
highly interested party, claims to hav had 
regarding the paternity of his intended 
wife’s son. 

Dreams are very thin things and not 
accepted to-day as evidence in any courts 
of a civilized land. How extremely ab- 
surd that this old tradition or musty 
legend that had its origin over eighteen 
hundred years ago in a very ignorant and 
superstitious epoch should be believed in 
this enlightened aud investigating age, 
According to Jewish law, stoning to death 
was the penalty to be paid by any un- 
married woman found in Mary’s condition. 
How easy for Joseph to concoct a story of 
that kind and successfully palm it off on 
the densely ignorant and gullible masses to 
cover crime and save the life of the woman 
he loved. Tt worked like a charm. The 
majority evidently believed it then, and 
strange to say, many do even now. It is 
quite likely Joseph had heard of the 
Hindoo god Chrishna, who was born, it 
was claimed, under the same circum: 
stances as Christ and crucified for the 
sins of the world, and whose birth and 
death antedate Christ's at least a thou- 
sand years. Many erudite investigators 
and advanced thinkers opine that the 
whole Christian system of religion has 
been largely borrowed and formulated 
from the much older and, in many re- 
spects, similar system of the ancient Hin- 
doos, whose crucified savior was Chrishna 
(see ‘“‘The World’s Sixteen Crucified 
Saviors,” by Kersey Graves). Mary, 
mother of Jesus, and the only person 
whose evidence as to his paternity could 
be relied upon as valuable and conclusiv, 
is as silent as a snail upon the subject. 

Jesus is reported as repeatedly calling 
himsalf the sonof man. Did not he know 
who he was? If the salvation of the world 
depends upon belief in this outrageously 
unreasonable ghost story, which seems to 
me like a fairy tale, why did not Mary 
and Christ vouch for its truth, and leave 
the statement over their own sienatures? 
But not one word written by either has 
ever come down to us. If God is all- 
wise, he must hav known then, and does 
know now, that many of his incredulous 
creatures could not, and do not, believe 
this silly story, and therefore must be 
foreyer lost. If he is all-powerful, and 
can ‘do whatever he wills, why don’t he 
speak and tell his anxious creatures the 
whole truth regarding this important mat- _ 
ter, and all other matters involving their 
present and future good. Thereis just as 
much reason why he should speak to men 
to-day as there was that he should hav 
spoken to some of his special pets in the 
past; and should he kindly condescend to 
do so, he would hav a far more decent and 
respectable class to talk to than some of 
the men he then addressed. 

Instance: Cowardly and ungallant 
Adam of Eden notoriety; drunken Noah 
of flood fame; lying deceiver. Abraham; 
murderer Moses, the master magician, who, 
at the simple sight of a golden calf, got 
mad and broke all the commandments at 
once by a slight of hand trick; whole- 
sale slaughterer of men, women, and 
children, boss butcher, General Joshua; 
first-class scamp and cheat, jocky J: acob; 
the seeming sot, incestuous, low, lagcivi- 
ous Lot; polygamons, death- -dealing, 
dancing David, who stole Uriah’s wife and 
deprived him ‘of his life; his more than 
much-married son, sinful Solomon, and 
the beastly and vindictiy Elisha, at whose 
cursing and prayer to God two "she-bears 
tore to pieces forty-two school-children 
because they, in sportiv play and youthful 
innocence, said to the queer-looking man 
with no hair on his head, ‘‘Go up, thou 
hald head.” See account in 2 Kings ii, 
23, 24. Now I am bald-headed myself; 
but when the fact is mentioned, it does 
not make me mad enough to curse anyone 
about it, and I am not bad enough to pray 
anyone to death for such a trivial matter. 

That a man called Christ may hav once 
lived and been crucified for some claimed 
crime committed, may be true, although 
Tam aware of no record of it ‘outside of 
the scriptures, which are very contradict- 
ory and unreliable, written, nobody knows 
where, by whom, or when. Butif aman 
by this name ever lived and so died, : 
I am inclined to think his death had no 
more to do with man’s redemption and 
salvation than the death of Zoroaster, |! 
Buddha, Confucius, Mohammet, Thomas 
Paine, Joseph Smith the Mormon, or - 
General Andrew Jackson. 4 

My estimate of the efficiency of prayer | 
is so well expressed by Stephenson’s poem, | 
‘Our Father In Heaven,” that I inclose 


-| it to you, hoping it will help you as much, »; 


and much more, in your search after ! 
truth than the two tracts, ‘‘I Have My b 
Ticket” aad ‘‘The Way ‘to Salvation,” i 
you so kindly sent, did me. I shall be | i 
happy to hear from you again at any time, 
and be pleased to meet you. 

Yonrs, for the speedy coming of the ` 
kingdom of Truth to the minds of all men, ¥ 
and the universal reign of reason and com- } 
mon sense, when all super neously orig- " } 
inated fabrications regarding gods and . 
ghosts shall be forever relegated to regions 
remarkably remote, L. R. Surra. 
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THE TRUTH SEEKER, OCTOBER 21, 1898. 


@hildren’s Borner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wrzos, Fail 
River, Mass., to whom all Communica- 
tions for this Corner should be sent. 


“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day’s occupations | 
That is known as the Children’s Hour.’ 


A Child Asleep. 


A living jewel, fair and white, 
It lay in slumber deep, 

No object touched my throbbing heart 
Like this sweet child asleep. 


What hopes and fears, what loving plans 
Are clustered round his way, 

All grief and pain from his dear life, 
Our human hands would stay. 


Yet. what is true and what is best, 
We may not always know; 
Sometimes, from out the darkest cloud, 
The brightest stars doth glow. 


Thus storm and shade may o’er his path 
Evolve the clearer light, 

In which, with letters, silver-tipped, 
Shall written be the Right. 


Unconscious now of harm or wrong, 
He sleeps in innocence, 

Unknowing aught of life’s alarms, 
Its ills or recompense. 


And when, at length, his hands take up 
The work of life’s great trust, 

We only ask that he shail be 
A truthtul man and just. 


Wise to direct, calm to control, 
And gentle as the dove, 

May all his days be crowned as now. 
With shining gems of love. 


Chicago, In. S. H. W. 


Editor of the Corner in Chicago. 


Drag Friends: The great International 
Congress of Freethinkers is over and gone. 
It has become a thing of the past. Yet it 
has made its mark, and will be remem- 
bered for a long, long while. Having 
read the proceedings of the Congress, you 
will hav perceived that it was a very lively 
one. The. addresses were keen, incisiv, 
. pithy, and telling. But there is no need 
of repeating that which you hav already 
read. 

The social side of the Congress was very 
pleasant indeed. It was delightful to 
meet so many charming friends from dif- 
ferent parts of the country, and it was an 
added pleasure to hear them say they en- 
joy a peep into the Children’s Corner. 
Mrs. Lindall, of Columbus, O., was just 
the same as when we saw her last, three 
years ago, at our Liberal Women’s Con- 
vention in Warhington. Aaron Davis, 
from Maryland, who celebrates the arni- 
versary of Paine’s birthday as often as it 
comes aronnd, at bis home, was as genial 
as one might know him to be from his let- 
ters. Mr. Henry Lewis, of Denver; Mr. 
McKenna, Mr. Marden, Dr. Morrow and 
Mrs. Morrow, and many others were 
newly-found friends, whose faces are im- 
pressed upon the mind, while our many 
old-time friends grow dearer at every 
meeting. 

There were present some of our Corner- 
ites who hav grown into young men and 
young women in these passing years. 
There were Ollie and Ida Johnson, with 
their parents, whose presence was an in- 
spiration, and John J. I. Remsburg, who 
rendered beautiful instrumental and vocal 
music; Marie Lumley, from Bath-on-the- 
Hudson, N. Y., and others. Among the 
younger truth seekers present was little 
Charley Bradlaugh Charlesworth, a dear 
little fellow that we wanted to take home 
with us. As he lay sleeping in an alcove, 
he unconsciously furnished a text for a 
discourse, and, when awake in Mrs. 
Charlesworth’s arms, his bright eyes and 
dimpled face made as lovely a picture as 
one would care to look upon. 

There is much to say regarding the 
great convention, but others can tell it 
better and more concisely, perhaps. Not 
a day passed that thoughts of our big 
family of the Corner did not come into 
mind, and we wished it were possible to see 
them all, young and old, together. What 
a picture it would be! and what a happy 
greeting on all sides. 

We, my sister and J, hav spent days at 
Jackson park, seeing and enjoying every- 
thing. When not at the Fair, we hav 
visited objects of interest in the city. One 
day we went to Benton Harbor, ninety- 
seven miles distant. The railroad ride 
through a Jovely country is interesting 


and pleasant. But, if we may be pardoned 
the suggestion, it would be quite in order 
to improve the depot at that place, for it is 
at present a very forlorn and uninviting 


building. Rough, and without a chair, itis 


not quite attractiv enough for one to wish 
to spend the day right there. The people 
don’t seem to know where their neighbors 
liv, and apparently measure distances by 
“I guess so,” and ‘‘I don’t know.” While 
waiting in that dismal station, a woman 
came down the road, seemingly in great 
distres:, moaning, gasping, and grimacing 
in what appeared to be dreadful torture. 
Now, see what imagination can do. In- 
quiry revealed the statement that the suf- 
ferer supposed she had a pin in her ear! 
She was on her way to see a physician. 
As good luck would hav it, she met the 
doctor right there. 

‘Oh, I am dying, doctor!” she ejacu- 
lated. ‘‘My head is whirling, buzzing, 
singing, bursting! Oh, suchagony! Lord! 
Lord!—pin in ear—pin!—pin!—get it out! 
—oh! oh! oh!” 

‘What're ye doing with a pin in your 
ear?” growled the doctor. 

“I was picking out my ear with it. Oh, 
I shall die! I shall die!—I know I shall!” 

The doctor adjusted his spectacles, ex- 
amined the ear, probed it, and commenced 
langhing. ‘‘There’s no pin there, you 
idiot,” said he. ‘‘Go along home and 
stop howling.” : 

“No pin there, doctor?” 

“No.” 

Immediately the complaiats ceased, the 
face assumed a composed appearance, the 
woman tied her bonnet strings and walked 
off homeward. 

“Such fools!” exclaimed the doctor. 
“Pin in her ear, indeed! Well it is for 
some folks that the fool-killer does not 
come around oftener. Imagination is- 
superb. It helps the profession wonder- 
fully.” 

We returned to Chicago by steamboat 
from St. Joe, eighty miles across the lake, 
arrivi: g in time to see the fireworks at 
the Fair grounds from the water side. 
That was the close of ‘‘ Chicago day,” and 
the attendance was that day at the Fair 
more than 713,009 people, besides a thou- 
sand or more deadheads. 

One of our visits was to the immense 
stock-yards of this city—the largest in the 
known world. It is a great scene of life 
and activity there. Thousands of bleating 
sheep, brown-eyed cattle, fat hogs, and 
handsome horses are all about in number- 
less pens, while mounted cowboys ride 
hither: and thither, and drovers, in 


slouched hats, with trousers tucked in the 
tops of long boots and holding whips in 
their hands, stand about, chewing tobacco, 
and talk learnedly of steers and calves, 
The receipts the day before, copied from 
the bulletin, were as follows: 


This is about the average of daily work 
in this line. 

The stock-yards contain twenty miles of 
alleys, and streets connect these cattle- 
pens with the loading and unloading 
chutes of as many railroads. The yards 
can accommodate 50,000 cattle, 200,000 
hogs, 30,000 sheep, and 40,000 horses. 

The attempt to witness the pracess of 
killing and dressing the animals made me 
sick. I shall always shudder as the scene 
is recalled. The dazed, trembling, but 
unresisting creatures driven to their death. 
The brutal, red-handed murderers dealing 
death-blows to the poor, dumb, helpless, 
inoffensiv creatures, tearing the quiyering 
flesh ere the heart has ceased beating. 
Oh, it is too dreadful! too horrible! It is 
enough to make one forswear the use of 
meat forever, and become a vegetarian for 
life. Children are taught to be kind to 
animals, and yet it is certain that some of 
them must grow up to become assassins 
and butchers of the same, We are half 
cannibals, I do believe, when we feast on 
these poor four-footed children, capable of 
affection and devotion to their betrayers 
and murderers. 


The great American two-legged hog 
stood by and laughed at a_pale-faced 
woman, sickened at the sight of blood, and 
said: ‘‘This ere one firm kills and dresses 
20,000 hogs a day—did ye know it?”—add- 
ing, ‘‘and they kill more’n 3,000,000 of 
different kinds of stockina year.” If you 
like meat, and must continue to eat it, 
don’t ever go near the slaughter-houses of 
the stock yard. f 

In company with two sweet school-girls, 
Mabel Vanetter and Ida Hay, we visited 
the Skinner school, which is under the 
charge of Mrs. Hawley, an excellent 
teacher and greatly beloved by her pupils. 
Corporal punishment is not know in Chi- 
cago schools. No teacher is allowed to 
degrade herself or himself by striking a 
child. For sixteen years the Bible has 
not been read in Chicago schools, or a 
prayer been offéred there, and the chil- 
dren are moral, intelligent, obedient, and 
grow into good citizens. If Chicago can 
get along without the Bible and prayers in 
her schools—and it is proven that she can 
—what need of them in any school in the 
United States? There is no need of them 
whatever, and every city and town would 
do well to follow Chicago’s splendid ex- 
ample. 

We are indebted to Mrs. George Robert- 
son for a lovely drive to Lincoln park and 
around town, which we shall always re- 
member. Mrs. Robertson is a true, broad- 
minded Liberal, and so is her good hus- 
band and the little children, who make of 
home a heaven on earth, and are the 
jewels in the refined gold of worthy and 
noble lives. 

An evening at the American Health In- 
stitute of Dr. George Dutton, at 8 Ada 
street, was extremely pleasant and inter- 
esting. The feature of the evening was a 
lecture on phrenology by Professor Wind- 
sor, of Washington, D. C., who empha- 
sized the facts of mental science in a 
marled degree. Dr. Dutton is doing 
good work in Chicago by teaching rational 
doctrins regarding health and disease. 
His school is, as a medical institute, 
guaged on broad lines of progress, and is 
destined, no doubt, to accomplish much 
good. 

Chicago is a great city. Itis the Lon- 
don of the New World, destined to be the 
greatest city on the whole earth. It makes 
one dizzy to look upward and downward, 
from the top of its highest building—two 
hundred and eighty-five feet—twenty 
stories high. It has one street nineteen 
miles in length, and a lale frontage of 
twenty-two miles. Everything is on a 
large scale of magnificence, and something 
to be admired is seen on every side. Itis 
a center attracting all nationalities. It 
has the glory of holding the great Colum- 
bian Exposition, and also of the first inter- 
national Congress of Freethinkers in 
America, where Freethonght and free 
speech asserted their rights undisturbed 
by the minions of superstition and bigotry. 

Chicago, Ill. S. H. W. 


a 


Correspondence. 


SHERMAN, Mion., Sept. 21, 1893. 

Miss Wrxon,.My Dear Friend: It has 
been a long time since I hav written to 
you, and as I feel a trifle ashamed of the 
members of the Children’s Corner when T 
see the scarcity of letters, I will help add 
a mite. 

Last winter I received a letter from a 
girl by the name of I answered 
the letter, but hav not heard from her 
since. Perhaps the foolish description of 
myself which I gave her disgusted or 
frightened her. But reallv it was not 
trne as all. Instead, Iam five feet five 
and a half inches in height; weigh one 
hundred and seventeen pounds; hav gray 
eves, medium complexion, brown hair— 
though when I said I hav unmercifully 
large feet I told the truth. But they say 
large feet denote an equally large under- 
standing, and consequently I am very 
proud of my feet. I wear number four 
and a half and number five shoes. 

Miss Wixon, since last I wrote I hav lost 
one of mv dearest and nearest friends on 
earth—my grandma. The funeral was a 
source of great wonderment to the neigh- 
horhood. We had no sermon, according 
to her wish 

Now, Miss Wixon, do not some of the 
Liberals believe in a hereafter, and do not 
some of them hav a God of their own that 
they worship? And do you not think that 
nearly everyone has a God of some de- 
scription? And isn’t nature a glorious 
thing, at whose shrine each and everyone 
of us should pay homage! i 

Near the window by which I am writing! 


stands alarge dahlia that is loaded with 
pink balls of blossom, that are, to all ap- 
pearance, enjoying the rain, which is 
pouring down to the utmost. Thev fill the 
place of the roses of the spring and early 
summer, and perfectly, too, I think, for 
the rose is too fleeting to please me. I 
can never get anyone to agree with me in 
thinking the dahlia is the prettiest, how- 
ever. What is your opinion, Miss Wixon? 
My favorit flowers are the carnation and 
pansy. 

In .Tas Trora Szexer of September 
9th I read Laura Hoffman’s letter. I 
like it very much, and would like to know 
her, also George J. I. Remsburg. But, 
Laura, I go to Sanday-school every Sun- 
day, and I hav a geod deal cf fun out of it, 
too. I hav a dispute with my Bible-class 
teacher nearly every Sunday, and that is 
fun. a 

I would like to know Lanra’s favorite 
authors. Of all I dislike Dickens most. 
His works are fully as bad as the Bible; 
i. e, they are equally tiresome. How do 
vou like Scott’s poems. I admire the 
“ Lady of the Lake” very much. Awhile 
ago I wrote a letter to one of our leading 
papers, which contains ‘‘A Young Folk’s 
Department,” defending our cause. It 
was returned to me with a letter from the 
editor stating reasons for not publishing. 
He was, of course, afraid of the opinion of 
his pious customers and subscribers, but 
admitted what I said was true. It was the 
head editor who rejected the letter, but 
the sub-editor who wrote. He was very 
gentlemanly, was he not? Most people in 
his position would hav tossed it in the 
wastebasket without further ado. 

Well, I must close, or this will deserve a 
prominent position in the wastebasket. 
But first I must tell you what I’ve been 
doing since I wrote last. I went to the 
town school last winter, hav studied hard 
and failed at two teacher’s examinations. 
But Iam not eighteen, or rather seven- 
teen, so could not teach anyhow. I am 
about fifteen years old. 

Well, good-bye. Three cheers for lib- 
erty of thought and speech. 

Yours truly, Avrora SOUTHWIOK. 


[We are delighted to hear from Aurora 
once more. We hav not time to answer 
all her questions now, but will say nature 
is good enough for anyone’s consideration 
and reverence, In regard to the examina- 
tion, Aurora will hav better luck next time. 
—Ep. C. C.] 


SUSAN WIXON’S BOOKS, 


All in a Lifetime. A Liberal Romance. 
1zmo, 300 pp., $1. 
Apples of Gold. And Other Stories for 
oys and Girls. 12mo, 388 pp., $1.25. 


The Story Hour. An Exceptionally Hand- 
some and Interesting Book, Without Supersti- 
tion, for Children and Youth The Only Free- 
thinkers’ Children’s Story-book ever issued. 

_ 66 full-page illustrations and 2 smaller; large 
tvpe, heavy, toned paper, broad margins, illus- 
trated covers; 4to, 224 pp., boards, $1. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


APOLLONIUS OF TYANA IDENTIFIED AS THE 
CHRISTIAN JESUS, 


An important and remarkable revelation con- 
cerning the life and times of Apollonius of 
Tyana, the great sage and philosopher of the first 
century. It is here claimed that his life and 
teachings were appropriated and utilized by the 
formniators of the istian religion in the in- 
terest of so-called. Ohnstianity. he peyarism 
is made plain in this brief history of Apolonius 
especailly in view of the historical references an 
comments thereon. It is quite evident that to 
conceal the plagiarism, the name of Apollonius 
was suppressed. : 

Price, 15 cents. - ; : 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


28 Lafayette place, New York City 


SH EAP_EDITION. 
Travels in Faith. 


Sing the story of his mental, journey from 
orthodoxy to Rati onalism. 


Price, paper, 25 cents: cloth, 75 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
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A NEW BOOK.--AND A MOST ORIGINAL ONE. 


The Creation of God. 


By DR. JACOB HARTMANN. 


An explanation of the origin of the God Idea, and the mental processes that led to the formation 
of idols and the worship of them. From the tim» of Terah’s apostasy, Abraham’s reformation and 
his banishment for heresy and blasphemy against the Cha dean idols,to Christ’s coming, the princi- 
pal characters are analyzed aad shown to be human, by thought and deed. It is made plain that the 

ectliar phraseology, cant sayings, subterfages, miracles, wonder-worgsings, and supernatural pad- 


ng are the prop r offspring of the then existing barbarism, ignorance, and superstition, constitut- 


ing the peculiar polities of the day. 
CONTENTS IN DETAIL: 
The Universal Aspect. Elimination of Waste Substances, 
The Earth. : Ta General, 
T ungs. 
ape C homisal Aspect. By the Skin. 
un. F : s By the Kidneys. 
Genesis—The Creation. Digestion and Nutrition. 


Genesis—The Garden of Eden. 

The Delnge. 

The Scriptural God—The Creation. 

The Creation of God--Abraham. 

Moses—Confirmation of the Idea of God. 

Samuel the Kingmaker. 

God Save the King. 

Jehovah Takes a Rest. 

The End of National Life. 

The Christian Era. 

Organic Life—Vegetable. 

Organic Life—Animal, 
The Master Tissues. 
The Muscular Tissues. 
The Nervous Tissues. 


Food and Food-Snbstances. 


The Elementary Snbstances. 
Alcohol and Its Effects on the System. 
The Soul—What Is It? : 
. The Mind. 
Sin and Salvation. ¢ 
The Ecclesiastical Kindergarten. 
Rational Review. >: 
Visions—Bible Dreams—Revelations. 
The Planetary Gods. 
Every Man His Own God. 
Tables {Gateways to Knowledge. | 
Morals; Whence They Spring. 
The Non Credo. 
Rules for Human Conduct. 


ILLUSTRATIONS. 


Map of the Intellectual Faculties—The Mind. 
Map of Theological Retrogression. 
Map of the Deluge and Garden of Eden. 


Thirty Chapters—Four Hundred and Thirty-two Pages 
Large 12mo. 


In Cloth, $1; in Paper, 50 Cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


SABBATH - BREAKING. 


Origin of the Sabbatic Idea— 
he Jewish Sabbath—The 
Christian Scriptures and the 
Sabbath—Eixamination of 
Sunday Arguments — Origin 
of the Christian Sabbath— 
Testimony of the Christian 
Fathers—The Sabbath dur- 
ing the Middle Ages—The 
Puritan Sabbath—Testimony 
of Christian Reformers, 
Scholars, and Divines—Abro« 
gation of Sunday Laws. 


—BY— 
JOHN B. REMSBURG. 


Price, 25 Cents. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette place, Hew York. 


OPEN SUUDAYS. 


THE RESURRECTION OF JESUS. 


Contents: The Christian Dogma of Salvation; The Christian’s Belief; Why Was 


the Resurrection a Secret Affair? The Age of a Story Does Not Prove Its Truth; 


Pilute’s Attempt to Save the Life of Jesus; Christ Before Herod; A New Indictment 


Against Jesus; Were the Guards Hired by the Priests? Pilate’s Motive for Secreting 


the Bod: ; Matthew’s Account of the Resurrection; Why the Angel Sat on the Stone; 


Mary’s Visit; Angels; Renan’s Theory; The Disciples Were Deceived; The Identifica- 


tion; The Ascension; Why Did Jesus Disappear? Other Strange Phenomena; The 


Chief Priests Did Not Believe in Resurrection; What Became of the Roman Guards? 


The Origin of the Story; St. Paul’s Account: St. Paul’s Couversion; A Modern 


Example; The Roman Governors and the Resurrection Story; The Testimony of 


Contemporaneous Writers; Miracle-Workers; Is the Resurrection Well Attested? 


Inspiration; Conclusion. ‘ 


Price, cloth, 75 cents; paper, 40 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York City. 


Force and Matter;| THE ELIMINATOR; 


Principles of the Natural Order of the Uni 
verse, with a System of Morali y 
Based Thereon. 
By Proressog LUDWIG BUCHNER, M.D. 


VUSTENTS ¢ ; : 
Force and Matter. 
Imm Matter, 


Skeleton Keys t Santa Secrets, 


“Write me no more fables, lest I be a Jool and 


The Fitness of Things |: 


ortality of Nature (Teleology), read the riddles awry.” 
F ore ot Fores, Man, , 
Value of | atter, Phoughte ae By R. B. Westbrook, D.D., LL.B. 
Motion, Consciousness, 


Contents: The Whole Truth; Sacerdotalism 
Iı peached; The Fabulous Claims of Judaism; 
Moses and the Pentateuch; Ancient Symbolism 
and Modern Literatism; Astral Keys to Bible 
Stories; ‘The Fable of the Fall; Search for the 
“* Last Adam;” What Is Known of the New Testa- 
ment; The Drama of the Gospels; The Ideal 
Christ; Jesus_and Other Christs; A Reverent 
Critique on Jesus; A Few Fragments; Blood 
Salvation; The Things That Remain. 

Price, oloth, 1.50. Fort sale at this office. 


Form, __. Seat of the Soul, 
Immutability of Natural Innate Ideas 
AWS, The Idea of God, 
Universality of Natural Personal Continuance 
aws, Force, 
The Heavens, - _ The Son) of Brutes 
Periods of the Creation Fres Will, 
ps the Earth, i Morality, ie Ole 
riginal Generation, oncludfing erv 
Secular Generation, tions. 


Price, $1.50. Address THE TRUTH SEEKHK 


Just Out.—25 Cents —Five Copies for $1. 


A Liberal living. in Michigan said once that he wonld give $25 a 
year to have the Crimes of Preachers recorded, as the Ireguent lapses 
of virtue of the ministers showed how little value Christianity 
Dee vie hav Task tundad the Fourth Edition of the book doing this 

ave just issued the Fo ition of the book do: this. 
The additions for this new edition of the 


‘í Crimes of Preachers” 


shows nearly 400 cases of ministerial conduct. While those in pre- 
vious editions show that within a few years about 


1300 MINISTERS HAVE BEEN GUILTY 


of one kind or another of criminal conduct. Most of the crimes 
are against women, for the fair sex are at once tha weakness and 
the strength of the church— the church” meaning of course the $ 


clergy. , 
Notwithstanding the many additional pages, we have kept the {4 
price the same, 25 cents. Send for a copy, and confound the church- ° 


men. Showd them dust what sort of Seams are the clerey whohave mes = 
1 the World’s Fair o. Su 5 i i 
]; Aer EE n jay, because it is so holy a day that to look upon machinery or 


Address 


pain 
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BOOKS © 


BY 


SALADIN 


(W. STEWART ROSS), 


Editor of the 


LONDON AGNOSTIC JOURNAL)» 


GOD AND HIS BOOK: oe oe 
i Colonel rsoll wrote tothe author: ‘You have earned the 
thanka ofall wha Seni ee et it isa work of N research, of somna: e can o anatia 
hu: f sledgehamm:r vehemence, of scathing satire, of pa i 
the heaviest loom oclastio broadsides ever fired at the Jewish God and the Bible. 4 


Cloth, gold letters, $1.25. ia 
WOMAN: HER GLORY, HER SHAME, AND HER GOD. 


. Archdeacon Farrar said that “Christianity elevated the woman; it shrouded 
as with ae een innocence the tender years of the child.” The object of Saladin’s work 
is to show the archdeacon his error,and he has succeeded. An English w:iter_ said of it: 
“This certainly 18 one of the most marvelous books ever issued from the press. The authori- 
ties cited are unquestionable, and the result is convincing. 

In two volumes, cloth, gilt lettered, $2.50. 


JANET SMITH: ‘A PROMISCUOUS ESSAY ON WOMAN. 


This is one of the most delightful of Saladin’s books, a dis:ention of woman, with inci- 
dental tearing apart of man—caustic, sarcastic. yet philosophical withal, and permeated with 
a tender revereuce or woman and exalted opinion of what she isanishould be. A merciless 
satire upon certain of the conventional foibles of the day, full of facts. fancies, truths, rare 
touches of genius, and bursts of eloquence. Mo-t of the satirical shafts aimed at the woman 
go past her and stick in the man behind her, and it serves him about right. 

Cloth, uncut edges, gilt op, 31. 


CHRISTIANITY AND THE SLAVE TRADE. 
i facts u this subject, proving that Christianity did not 
abolich aided this £ tpe known Saoi in Human Bem which are added such comments 
as only Saladin can make. In paper, 80 cents. 


THE TRANSITION, 
A consideration of the antagonism of the Bible and science, and of the question whether 
the vered or allezorical portions of the Christian Bible can be interpreted by modern science. 
paper, 20 cents. 


ROSES AND RUE. 


Being Random Notes and Sketches. Some of its subjects are: A Last Interview with a 


Man of Genius; An Essay on Stirpiculture; Asceticism and Superstition; Capital Punishment; 
Poverty; Godin the Constitution; Bruno; Gods; Witchcraft, etc. This ma be called Bala- 
din’s own bnok, for it is poetry in prose, and is one of the books that lovers of atrong literature 
like to read again aud again. In cloth, gold- and silver-lettered, $1.60. 


LAYS OF ROMANCE. 


This book reminds one of Sir Walter Scott, being romantic. historio verse, aglow in every 
page with the energy of a true and high poetic genius. 
Cloth, gold-lettered. 75 cents. 


ISAURE and OTHER POEMS. 


The title poem is a story of intense passion, touchingly told. The other twenty poems 
are fresh, fragrant, thoughtful, and every verse. reveals the thinker, observer, and reformer. 
Every. page glows with passion and throbs with life. 

Cloth, gold-lettered, 75 cents. 


A FEARFUL FLOGGING. 


By one who endured it. Based upon a manuscript in the possession of Saladin 
Tn paper, 10 cents. 


THE AGONIES OF HANGING. 


Studies in Psychology. By one who was cut down from the gallows. Printed from manu- 
script in the hands of Saladin. In paper, 10 cents. 


WHIRLWIND SOWN and REAPED. 


hort st f clerical crime and villainy founded on fact. Of this book the Open Court 
said: ARo hovel. will scommmad the same. or more, interest than Helen Gardener’s story, ‘ Is 


This Your Son, My Lord?” In paper, 25 cents. 
THE CONFESSIONAL. 


Being an exposure of that infamous religious rite. Contents: Li. “i h 
Reformation Church; Lechery of the Confessional; The Priest in Absc ‘on; Confessions of 
the Escaped Nun; Extracts from Dens and Liguori; Examination of tr. Thurch’s Claim to 
have Fostered Learning; Her Atte pts at Continency even more Ruinous than Her Self- 
Indulgence; The Relative Cıiminal Statistics of Catholicism and Protestantism 


paper, 25 cents. m 
THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Plana. New York. d 


HAND-BOOK 


OF 


FREETHOUGHY. 


By W. S. BELL. 


+ionsness of the Pre- 


Containing in condensed and systematized form 
vast amount of evidence against the superstitious doc- 
trines of Christianity. Asa book of reference and aid 
to all truth seekers it is invaluable, Its classification 

VESLA of subjects makes it a hand-book. As Ingersoll said’ of 
it enaples somebody in every village to “corner the parson.” Its_wide 
and Freethought. Price 

TRUTH SEEKER. 


TOR 
Paine’s “Age of Reason,’ 


variety of subjects include all the disputed points between Christianit; 
cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. ddress 
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THE TRUTH SEEKER, OCTOBER 2i, 


1893. 


Short Notes About Books. 

Last week’s TRUTH Seuxer must be a 
source of pride both to its publishers and 
its hosts of readers. No pains or expense 
was spared to make it a number that may 
be well termed souvenir. It is printed on 
heavy book paper, and is embellished with 
a galaxy of portraits representing the ad- 
vanced and matured minds of the century. 
Orthodoxy can never produce a comparativ. 
array.—Jron Clad Age. 

The Chicago correspondence of Samuel 
P. Putnam, published in the New York 
TRUTH SEEKER, has been issued in a large 
pamphlet, profusely illustrated, under the 
title of ‘‘Pen Pictures of the World’s 
Fair.” The letters are not only useful as 
a guideto the most interesting points of 
the great Exposition, but they are written 
in a fascinating style, and no one who 
takes up the pamphiet will lay it down un- 
til he has read it all, unless he desires to 
prolong the pleasure by biting his drink 
in two.—Snohomish Eye. 


“Was Abraham Lincoln a Christian?” 
by John E, Remsburg, from the Truth 
Seeker Company, New York, gathers all 
the evidence possible in the negativ of that 
question, but while denying that the great 
war president professed Christianity, or 
anything else, the book at the same time 
goes on to show what-an eminent enample 
Lincolu was of the lofty self-sacrifice of 
character which is the heart of Christianity. 
In fact, it is not satisfied till it calls him 
“ the gentlest, purest, noblest character in 
human history.”—Brooklyn Eagle. 

A good thing to take with you to the 
World’s Fair, to preserve after you hav 
been there as a reminder of the good 
things you hav seen, or to giv an excellent 
idea of the pleasures you will miss if you 
are unable to visit Chicago this fall, is 
“Pen Pictures of the World’s Fair,” by 
Samuel P. Putnam. It will giv you a vast 
deal of useful information, a thousand 
and one facts, and plenty of interesting sta- 
tistics concerning the various departments. 
Truth Seeker Company, publishers, 28 
Lafayette place, New York.—Maine Coast 
Cottager. 

“Handbook of Freethought.” Published 
by The Truth Seeker Company, New York. 
Price 50 cents. Author, W. S. Bell. Pas- 
sion and deep-rooted resentment is as 
much in vogue with the Freethinker as it 
is with the bigoted Christian, as much of 
their writings prove, and I was agreeably 
surprised not finding in this work any 
evidence of this. Mr. Bell in many places 
may shock the believer, but in no case is 
abuse found, The history of persecution 
und the wars of religions are graphically 
presented, The wars of the sixteenth and 
seventeenth centuries between Catholics 
and Protestants are presented with all their 
horrors. The authority of the Bible is 
questioned. The Freethinker has an able 
champion in this work.— Newsman. 


‘“ Abraham Lincoln: Was He a Chris- 
tian?” by John E. Remsburg, is a new 
book issued by the Truth Seeker Company, 
of New York, It proves very conclusivly 
the negativ of the proposition contained in 
the title. For fifteen years Mr. Remeburg 
has been collecting material for his work. 
He presents an array of testimony that is 
overwhelming, and which must put the 
question of Lincoln’s belief at rest for- 
ever. In addition to the testimony of 
twenty witnesses who claim that he was a 
Christian, and which is reviewed and re- 
futed, he presents the testimony of more 
than one hundred witnesses in proof of 
the claim that Lincoln was not a Christian. 
These witnesses include his wife and other 
relativs; his three law partners; his pri- 
vate secretaries; members of his cabinet; 
his principal biographers and many of his 
most intimate friends.— Pittsburg Post. 


Mr. J. E. Remsburg has completed and 
placed before the public his new beok on 
Abraham Lincoln. The purport of this 
work is to prove conclusivly from Mr. Lin- 
coln’s own life and words that he was not 
a Christian but a Deist, as were Thomas 
Paine and Voltaire. There has beenmuch 
discussion on this subject since Colonel 
Ingersoll’s lecture was first delivered. Mr. 
Remsburg is an analyst. His clear and 
forcible statements depend upon facts only 
for their foundation, The reader is not 
wearied with long sentences of fanciful 
structure. Where truth of history is aimed 
at, the writer of books needs not lights and 
shadows, flights of fancy or poetical im- 
agery. Mr. Remsburg is remarkable for 
condensation. Itis this that makes him 
so admired by many who wish to arrive at 
facts without loss of time or confusion of 
ideas. All the Christian testimony in ex- 
istence concerning this subject is produced, 
made to proclaim its utmost, and then ex- 
amined, weighed, and rated at its true 
value. The book isa most interesting one. 
—Tronclad Age. 

In a book of 336 pages, under the cap- 
tion ‘‘Abraham Lincoln: Was He a Chris- 


tian?” John E. Remsburg seeks to show 
by. the testimony of many who knew the 
martyred president intimately that he was 
not. How the interests of humanity can 
be subserved by the collection and publi- 
cation of this testimony it will be difficult 
to conceive. It is clearly the intent and 
purpose of the author to promote the in- 
terests of Freethought by this attempt to 
show that one of the greatest characters 
of American history was in full accord 
with the principles promulgated by Free- 
thinkers, notwithstanding his contention 
to the contrary, 

Granting that Lincoln was an un- 
believer, can it be said that society will be 
benefited by the knowledge, or that the 
doctrins of Christianity will shine the less 
grandly? All but the most radical Free- 
thinkers acknowledge that Christianity is 
the true foundation upon which the well- 
being of humanity rests. Remove it com- 
pletely and the moral fabric of society 
falls to the ground. By those who are 
interested in Freethought this book will 
no doubt be read with pleasure, for much 
of the proofs adduced appear to be irre- 
futable.—San Francisco Post. 


“The Creation of God,” by Dr. Jacob 
Hartmann (New York: Truth Seeker Com- 
pany; 432 pp., 4s. 6d.), is a good book 
somewhat spoiled in the making. There 
is a mass of useful science of vital interest 
—the author is in arms against alcoholic 
as well as theologic spirits—a sturdy en- 
thusiasm for truth against credulity and 
its monopolists, and a general honesty of 
opinion throughout. Dr. Hartmann’s 
reasoning is plain, his motivs are admira- 
ble, and his abilities for instruction are 
undeniable. But occasionally his pages 
are defected by undue ‘‘raciness,” which, 
although entirely clean, has the street- 
corner effect; and more frequently the 
style is a trifle too fervid and florid. The 
absence of restraint is regrettable in the 
witness of so many excellent qualities. 
Chapter V. on ‘‘Genesis: The Creation,” 
for instance, bristles with acute points, 
which are ony blunted with such a con- 
clusion as ‘‘There is not an intelligent 
priest living who is ass big enough to be- 
lieve any such nonsense.” Again, ‘‘Solo- 
mon started chock full of wisdom;” when 
“full of wisdom” would hav been equally 
forcible, and more mannerly. In justice, 
allowance is to be made for the transat- 
lantic taste, which, however, does not al- 
ways commend itself to the literary judg- 
ments of our own country.— Waitts’s Lit. 
Guide. 

One of the most noted controversies of 
the century has been waged over the ques- 
tion of ex-President Lincoln’s belief as far 
as religion is concerned. Soon after his 
remains were laid to rest at Springfield, 
Dr. Holland, one of his biographers, put 
forth the claim that he was a Christian. 

This claim was denied, reaffirmed, de- 
nied again, and so the controversy con- 
tinues. Like a shuttlecock being tossed 
from battledore to battledore was the 
question waged, until Mr. Remsburg took 
it up to satisfy himself. For fifteen years 
he collected his material, and to his own 
satisfaction proves that ‘‘ Honest Old Abe,” 
who controlled the destinies of the nation 
during the dark days of the Rebellion, was 
a Freethinker. 

He presents an apparently very strong 
array of testimony in support of his views, 
giving the evidence of at least a hundred 
persons, intimate associates, among whom 
is no less a personage than Mrs. Lincoln, 
the wife of the great man, 

Mr. Remsburg claims that in 1835 Lin- 
coln wrote a small book on Infidelity, in 
which he contested the idea that Jesus 
Christ was the true and only begotten son 
of God, as the Christian world believes. 

Later on, when he was a candidate for 
Congress, one of the arguments used 
against his election was that he did not be- 
lieve in Christianity, and that he had 
openly proclaimed that Jesus was an il- 
legitimate child. 

The author also givs the testimony of 
twenty witnesses that Lincoln died a 
Christian, ten of whom admit that he had 
beon an unbeliever during a portion of his 

ife. 

It is an interesting work, on account of 
the object of the author’s arguments. 
Everything concerning ‘‘Old Abe” is 
read with interest by the American peo- 
ple, but it is a question whether they are 
ready to accept the doctrins put forth in 
this book, and believe that the president 
whose name ranks second to none of those 
who hav reached that high elevation did 
not believe in the existence of a God.— 
Philadelphia Item. 


JU in a Jfutshell. 


By ASA AUGER. 


A condensation of the fundamental arguments 
against Christianity. 


A Very Good Little Missionary Work. 


Address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER: 


Price, 15 cents. 
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BRAIN =e BIBLE; 


THE CONFLICT BETWEEN MENTAL SCIENCE 
AND THEOLOGY. 
By EDCAR C. BEALL, M.D., 


with a preface by 
R. G. INGERSOLL. 


This is the only work of its kind in the litera- 
ture of Freethought. Its arguments are based 
upon scientific phrenology, and appeal directly 
to the reader’s ser.se of logic and love of justice. 
It is eloquent as well as convincing. 

Price, cloth, $1. Address 

THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Col. R. G. Ingersoll’s 
ARGUMENT 


IN THE 


Reynolds Blasphemy Trial, 


At Morristown, N. J. 


This is the greatestargument ever made in acase 
of this kind, and will be a model for the Bar ŝo 
long as the Christians use force to repress free 
speech. Its legal acumen is unsurpassed, its elo- 
quence never equaled. Wherever Christian per- 
secution is going on this argument shoul be 
freely circulated, read to the Christians, and ex- 
pounded on every occasion. 

In paper, 25 cents; in cloth, 50 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


MONEY FOUND. 


Brought Into the 
Absolutely Reliable Qov- 
ernment Banks Established in 
the Interest of and Owned 
by the Whole People. 


By HON. THOMAS E. HILL, 


of“ Hill’s Manual of Social and Business Forms,” 
“The Hill Banking System,” and other 
works of great service to the world. 


Professor Hili has given several years of care- 
ful study to the elaboration of a system of sound 
money, that may fit immediately into present 
methods of doing business and be easily intro- 
duced and universally adopted. | 

This book is “just in time,” is an absolutely 
original kook from the beginning to the end, is a 
good-sized volume in clear type, and is the clear- 
est exposition of Money, uses of money, causes o: 
" grey panics and reme:ies for the same, ever 
published. Orders are rapidly coming in and we 
want yours. Send twenty-five cents for copy 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Hard Knocks 
at Christianity. 


By R. WHEELER. 


This book is just what its title implies—thum: 
ing whacks at superstition. It deals with the 
effect of Christianity on the world, showing 
what Christians have done toadvance their relig- 
ion and impede the progress of man. It shows 
that Jesus was a false prophet, that the gospels 
are not authentic, and that Christianity is a bor- 
rowed system of religion. That the Bible is not 
in accord with Science, that the atonement 
scheme is futile and foolish, and that religion is 
not areal benefit to man. 

Price, 20 cents, six for $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Godly Women of the Bible 


A HISTORY OF ALL 
The Women Who Figure in the Bible. 


4g Unaopix WOMAN or THE NINETEENTH CENT 


ioth, . a e = = cents. 


PULPIT, PEW, 
and CRADLE. 


By HELEN H, GARDENER. 


One of Her Brightest, Wittiest, and 
Strongest Lectures Against 
the Bible, 


Every Woman Should Read it 
and 


Know Her Enemies and Her Friends, 
Price, 10 cents. Address this office. 


FOR HER DAILY BREAD. 


A fineteenth Century Novel. 


Preface by R. 6. INGERSOLL. 


For Her Daily Braa4 is the story of two young 
paris and a younger brother who were left parent- 
ess, with a little money, fair education, an 
much courage, to make their way through the 
world by going to Chicago. ‘the author is also 
the heroine. The narrative is, in the main, a his- 
tory of a working-girl’s life ana experience in the 
city of Chicago among bluff business-men, kind- 
hearted folks, and disreputable hypocrits. It is 
just such a story of human life as we should ex- 
pect Colonel Ingersoll to be interested in; and 
whatever he admires and appreciates is sure to 
be worth the attention of the rest of the world. 

Price, % cents. Address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Not for Parsons. 


TracneR: Yes, Willie; every diy will be 
Sunday in heaven. Willie: Well, what 
dav will they hold their Sunday-school 
picnics on?— Puck, 


Copuine: Why did you speak to that 
howwid twamp, old fel? Gilley: Why 
shouldn’t I, chappie? He isn’t in twade, 
and he doesn’t work faw a living. Judge, 


“Do you think that sending Bibles to 
the heathen is productiv of good results?” 
“‘ Most assuredly. Our publishing house 
makes a clear profit of thirty-seven cents 
on each. Bible.” 


“ Dip you pass the hat, deacon?” ‘‘Yes.” 
“What’s in it?” ‘‘ Well, fort’nitly, par- 
son, the linin’ is still thar. First time it 
ever happened, parson. I reckon the boys 
is gettin’ religious at last.” — London Free- 
thinker. 


Just previous to giving out the hymn, 
the minister said: ‘‘The storm outside is 
raging so violently that I will ask the sex- 
ton to be kind enough to close the doors 
and windows. It will giv us all a greater 
sense of security. The congregation will 
now sing ‘I would not liv alway, I ask not 
to stay.’” 


“I wear dat you is dissatisfied wif de 
new ministah,” said one colored resident 
of a suburban town. ‘‘ Well, I dunno but 
we is. Dah ama chu’h ’mittee cidin ob his 
kace now.” ‘*What wuz de surkim- 
tances?” ‘*Pofanety. De foks woz talk- 
in’ ’bout bildin’ er dam ’crogs little ribber 
dat go by de town, an’ de ministah he com 
an’ put his oar in.” ‘‘ What did he say?” 
“ Hea said he didn’t blebe de ribbah was 
wut a dam, an’ dat’s de pint da’ is ’cidin 
on.’ 

THE magpie devours the corn and grain; 
so does the parson. The magpie takes the 
wool from the sheep’s back; so does the 
parson. The magpie devours alike the 
young animal and the eggs; so does the 
parson. The magpie’s clack is everlast- 
ingly going; so.is the parson’s. The mag- 
pie repeats by rote words that are taught 
it; so does the parson. The magpie is al- 
ways skipping, and hopping, and peeping 
into other’s nests; so isthe parson. The 
magpie’s color is partly black and partly 
white; so is'the parson’s. The magpie’s 
greediness, impatience, and cruelty are. 
proverbial; so are those of the parson.— 
William Corbett. 


Tuis story is told of a formerly well- 
known eminent divine of Boston, who was 
also president of a railroad. He had occa- 
sion to go out into the railroad yard one 
day and witnessed the unloading of acar- 
load of rails, The men were pitching them 
over in a careless manner, and, as in those 
days they were very expensiv, he remon- 
strated with the workmen. One of the 
men gently told him to go to hades—the 
polite expression used to describe the tor- 
rid zone of the hereafter for the wicked. 
‘Oh, shame!” said the ex-clergyman; 
“that’s the. last place you ought to send 
me to.” ‘‘Faix, I think you are right,” 
replied the workman; ‘‘there’s no doubt 
but it will be the last place you’ll go to!”— 
Boston Evening Telegram. 


Orp Pete Robinson, who lived at Wor- 
sham, Va., was a pious negro, who jogged 
along with his wife for many years, nam- 
ing a new baby every year until seventeen 
unbleached olive blanches bore scriptural 
names. Then came a surprise. One morn- 
ing the Presbyterian minister, while tak- 
ing his constitutional, met Pete. ‘‘Good- 
morning, Peter. You seem to be very 
much pleased with something.” ‘‘Yes, 
sah, I is, You see,.de ole ’oman ’creased 
de family las’ night.” ‘‘Ah, indeed!” 
‘ Yes, sah, dar’s two mo’ little lam’s ov de 
Lord,” ‘‘Indeed! And what will you 
name them?” ‘‘Gwine name ’em both 
arter de Lord; gwine call ’em Messiah an’ 
Halloway!” ‘‘Messiah and Halloway ! 
Where did you get that name Halloway?” 
“Hi, man! Don’t de Lord’s pra’r say, 
‘Halloway be thy name?’ ” 

A Sunpay or two ago, at a Methodist 


chapel in one of the pit districts of Staf- 
fordshire, a worthy ‘‘local,” after preach- 


| ing very earnestly for about three-quarters 


of an hour, had tired his audience, and yet 
showed no sign of drawing his discourse to 
a close; indeed, he had just got past 
“secondly.” A number of the congrega- 
tion had been sleeping for some time; but 
one brawny miner was wide awake, and 
apparently in a state of great uneasiness. 
After repeatedly looking at his watch and 
then at the preacher, the miner groped 
for his stick and hat, and then proceeded 
to make his way out of the chapel. The 
preacher just then had got warmed up to 
his subject. He had been advising his 
hearers to beware of the pitfalls by which 
they were surrounded. “Stop, sinner!” 
he shouted, ‘‘Pause!” ‘‘A’ can’t stop 
onny longer,” exclaimed the miner, who 
had just got to the door. ‘‘ Y’ve preached 
well-nigh an hour, and if a’ stop, our 
Peg’ll be kicking up a row when a’ get 
whome.”— London Freethinker, 
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AND 


Gems of Phought. Thomas Paine’s Works. |The Freethinker’s Badge-pin 


Au that Shakspere says of the king, 
yonder slip of a boy that reads in the cor- 
ner feels to be true of himself. We sym- 
pathize in the great moments of history, 
in the great discoveries, the great resist- 
ances, the great propensities of men—be- 
cause there law was enacted, the sea was 
searched, the land was found, or the blow 
was struck, for us, as we ourselvs in that 
place would hav done or applauded.— 
Ralph Waldo Emerson. 


Tue ordinary human idea is that when 
you burn a body you simply annihilate it; 
and on that account early Christians pre- 
ferred burial to cremation, because they 
thought they stood thereby a better chance 
at the resurrection. It is true they allowed 
that the divine omnipotence could make 
new bodies for the martyrs who were 
burnt; but for themselvs, they seem to 
hav preferred on the average fo go on 
vitae with their old familiar ones.— Grant 

en. 


A wipe-spREAD feeling against contro- 
versy is fostered throughout Christendom, 
and a simple love of truth is looked upon 
as out of harmony with modern progress. 
A late writer in a widely-circulated Eastern 
journal deplores the existence of ‘‘ the 
man who argues.” He evidently was not 
conscious that he argued against argu- 
ment! Confutes himself with the utmost 
complacency, and states his personal 
preferences as a superior hind of argu- 
ment!— W. F. Jamieson. 


Ir we engraft in law the first day ‘‘ Sab- 
bath,” then, indeed, as all law, it must be 
enforced. Besides injustice to very good 
and honorable people, we should know we 
hav no right to enforce God’s law upon the 
people that dwell on the earth, presumin; 
it to be the Sabbath day, which we 
know quite well itisnot. As well might we 
enact a law to compel all men to be bap- 
tized, or fixin law what may constitute a 
Christian, or by law create Christians.— 
James A, De Moss, Disciple. 


Tux old idea of development of a series 
of beings similar in order to the steps of a 
ladder, has given place to the new process 
which resembles a tree with its trunk, its 
branches, and its leaves. In our opinion, 
evolution is not merely a speculation, but 
the expression of known facts, and the 
best and most scientific explanation that 
has been given of those facts. It is no 
longer regarded as a heresy, one to be 
pelted at with Bible texts; neither is it an 
instrumentin the hands of any Providence 
for confirming the truths of the orthodox 
religion.—Charles Watts. 


Tux church is losing her hold upon the 
intellect of the world, and it has become 
necessary to once more appropriate to 
herself the products of the labor of our 
Common humanity. As she now credits 
herself with the overthrow of American 
slavery and the elevation of woman, so 
does she attempt to make us believe that 
the temperance movement owes its incep- 
tion and development to her teachings 
and labor, and the precepts of her sacred 
book. No more impudent and unfounded 
claim was ever made, not even either of 
those above-mentioned, brazen as they 
are.—E. ©. Walker. 


Tue pursuit of pleasure is the persistent 
purpose of every individual. If he vol- 
untarily undergoes a pain, it is only to 
avoid other greater pains. If he volun- 
tarily foregoes a pleasure, it is only to 
secure other greater pleasures. If he 
abstains from gluttony to-day, itis to pre- 
serve. capacity for gustatory delights to- 
morrow. If he shuns the riotous joys of 
vice, it is to preserve qualification for the 
sweeter joys of virtue. If he submits to 
the painful operation of a surgeon now, it 
is to prevent the agonies of disease in the 
future. If he practices self-denial in this 
life, it is to escape the terrors of the life 
to come.—A. M. Lorentz. 


Tue theory of evolution encourages no 
millennial anticipations. 
of years, our globe has taken the upward 
road, yet, sometime, the summit will be 
reached and the downward route will be 
commenced. The most daring immagin- 
ation will hardly venture upon the sug- 
gestion that the power and the intelligence 
of man can ever arrest the procession of 
the great year. Moreover the cosmic na- 
ture born with us, and, to a large extent, 
necessary for our maintenance, is the out- 
come of millions of years of severe train- 
ing, and it would be folly to imagin that a 
few centuries will suffice to subdue its 
masterfulness to purely ethical ends. 
Ethical nature may count upon having to 
reckon with a tenacious and powerful 
enemy as long ar the world lasts.. But, 
on the other hand, Tsee no limit to the 
extent to which intelligence and will, 

. guided by sound principles of investigation, 

and organizing in common effort, may 
modify the conditions of existence for a 
period longer than that now covered by 
history.—_Huzley, 


If, for millions } 


RR Te ET ll NI el Ret PE Pl Bt SOT x 


Age of Reason. Pap., %5., 
6 copies for $1; clo., 50c. 5 
e of Reason and Examina- - 
ion of the Prophecies. 
Pap., 40c.3 clo., 75c. 

Apostle of Political and Re» 
igious Liberty. (Life.) By 
J. E. Remsburg. Portrait. Pap., 
50c.3 clo., 756. i : 

Common Sense. Written in 
1776, 15c._ É 

Crisis. Written During Am. 
Revolution. Pap., 40c.; clo., 750. 

Great Works. 8vo. 800 pp., 
clo., $3; leather, $4; morocco, 
gilt edges, $4.50. 

Life of. By J. E. Remsburg. 
Port. Pap., 50c. 

Life of. With Remarks on 
Comte and_Rousseau. By C. 
Blanchard. Pap., 40c.; clo., with 
ortrait, 60c. 

Life of. With Explanatory 
Observation; By G. Vale. Por- 
trait. $1. 

Lithograph of. Heavy plete 
paper, 22x28, $1. Ra 

Political and Religious Re- 
former. By B. F. Under- 


wood. 108. 
Political Works: ‘‘ Common 
y” | Orisia,” “Rights of 
“Man,” $1.00. 
Rights of Man. Answer to 
Burke's Attack on French Revo- 
lution. Pap., 40c.; clo.,75c. | - 
Testimonials to His Merits. 
Compiled by J. N. Moreau. 16c, 
Theological Works: ‘‘Age of 
Reason,” “ Examination of Proph- 
ecies,” etc., with Life of Paine 
and steel port. $1.50. 
Vindication of. Reply to N.Y. 
Observer. By R.G. Ingersoll. 10e 


Address The Truth Seeker Company. 


~—_THE—- 


FREETHINKERS’ PICTORIAL TEXT-BOOK, 


Š SHOWING 


P THE ABSURDITY AND TNTRUTHFUL- 
NESS OF THE CHURCH'S CLAIM 

TO BE A DIVINE AND BENEFI- 

CENT INSTITUTION, AND RE- 

VEALING THE ABUSES 
OF A UNION OF 
CHURCH AND 
STATE. 


Full~Page 
Illustrations. 


18 


WITH COPIOUS CITATIONS OF 


FACTS, 
HISTORY, 
STATISTICS, 


AND 


| OPINIONS oF SCHOL- 
ARS 


70 MAINTA‘N THE ARGUMENT OF 


THE ARTIST. 
DESIG™S BY WATS°N HESTON, 
WITH PORTRAIT OF 
THE DESIGNER. 


The Illustrations are classified as follows: 


16 represent Uncle Sam and the Priests. 
2 a The Church Robbing the People. 


3 5: Thanksgiving. 

6 a Sabbath Laws. 

14 5 Children and the Church. 

10 ns Woman and the Church 

8 Ka The Church and Thomas Paine. 
4 $ Studies in Natural History. 

3 y The Bible and Science. 

15 H The Clergy and Their Flocks. 
1 s Piety in Our Penitentiaries. 

4 i. The Atonement Scheme. 

4 N The Lord and His Works. 

2 s Prayer. 

10 3 The Crecds. 

1 i Christians and Mohammedans. 


2 represent Samples of Christianity’s Work. 
issionaries. 

s The Lord’s Instruments, 

A Bible Doctrines and Their Results, 

SA The Church and Slavery. 

S Priests and Politics. 

i Ireland and the Church. | 

$ Church’s idea of Civilization. 

f The Uses et the Cross. 

Unkind tieflections on the Church. 

s Persecutions of the Ohurch. 

Some Allegories. . 

À eaven. 

a Hell. 

s Miscellaneous. 


wean 
ao 


NIA SOR Re 


A most extraordinary publicatizn, We venture the assertion that nothing like it has ever be 
fore appeared ia this country, and it is very doubtful if another one live it will ever again be pub 


‘ished. We must give the Trut 


Seeker Company the cred t: f putting the book in the reach of al 


At twice the price it would have been a cheap hook. art st Heston as a portrait-painter and dı 


signer is a wonderful 


success. and we judge from our own f elings that nearly every Liheral i 


-Merica will desire a copy of this most wonderful volume.—{Freethinkers’ Magazine. 


Mr. Heston deserves ‘o be 


tres do not make up the whole of : his vo'ume 


: be called the artist-hero of Liberalism | He has dedicated his genius t 
Freethought,and has done fai hful and noble work for the cause of right and truth. But the pi: 


There are nearlytwo hundred pages of read? 


matter that se ve first as expianations of th» illustrati ns, and secondly as texts to prove the at! 


fais ty of the charch’s professions and the 
» Ok it one of tue l! 
hands of Freethinkers.—[Boston Investigator. 


hypocrisy of those who uphold them. Altogether 1 
best: weapons against Christianity ənd the church tha- has ever been put in’ 


P. ice, board covers, $2; cloth, $2 50. 


A A Ae nee: 


POPES AND THEIR DOINGS 


ACCOUNT oF 
Viears of Christ and Vicegerents of God. 
Paper, 50,cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


COSA age trea eer ee 


FILE BINDERS. 


Those who preserve the volumes of Taz Teuru 
SEEKER need a File Binder, which we will send on 
receipt of one dollar. 


[fy THE TRUTH SEEKER 
ONE YEAR, 


j Will be sent for $4.50. The 
2.75 Pin and THE TRUTH 
EEKER one year for $5. 


Ingersoll Souvenir Spoon 


AND 
THE TRUTH SEEKER 


ONE YEAR, 
pill be nent or 47, Sugar Spoons and Teura 
+ 85. e 
Pile best soo. ped in ea or Sugar) Spoon 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
CEIAINED, 
ite 


ATENTS sore 


irty-five years’ experience. Examinations and Re- 
ports free. Prompt attention., Send Drawing and de 
Seription to L. Bacar & Co.. Atty’s. Washington. Dw 


CHOLERA, DIPHTHERIA, Dysentery, 
Piles, Quinsy, Catarrh. The Antidote for $1. 
Agents wanted. Dr. G.H. MLLER, 2,333 Hicory 
street, St. Louis, Mo., former address 1,441 South 
20628 


Twelfth street, Denver, Col. 


$1.50 will now buy areliablo AMERI. 
OAN WATOH in strongGOLD PLATED Qy 4 
Dust Proof Case, Will not vary amin- WYE) 
utein 80 days; Ie as durable as any watoh É 
made, FULLY GUARANTEED, a 
Ythan AMERICAN patent lever MOVEMENT, 
À Patent Escapement and Regulator, Lantern Pinion, 
| 240 beats to minute; No key required to wind and 
LIM sot; weight 4 or.; exactly like out; Postpaid for $1.50, 
A| 3 for $4.00, 12 for $15.00. byexpress. Mention paper 
p) and wo will include handsome gold plated CHAIN & 
CHARM. AGENTS & Storekeepera sond for TERMS. 
Catalogue of 1000 new articles FREE. 


ROBERT H. INGERSOLL & BRO, P 
65 COKTLANDT 8T., NEW YORK CIT}. 


THE 


“Otto Wettstein” WATCH. 


Perfected, new model, 16 jewels. full adjusted 
to heat, cold, and position, beautitul double sunk 
dial, and all modern improvements; guaranteed 
a perfect timer. Price, in silverine dust-proot 
cases, $17; 4-ounce coin silver, $28. In best filled 
gold case, open-face, dust-proof, $26; hinged 
case, $28 to $30; hunting, $80 to $85; 14 carat, 
solid gold, #45 to $150. Nic el works, $2 more. 

Regular Grade American Watches.— 
Silverine case, 7 jewels, #6; 11 jewels, $7.50; 15 
jewels, 89; ditto, adjusted, $11; ditto, 17 jewels, 
$15. Jn finer cases, add as above. 

Ladies’ American Gold Watches.—41l 
latest styles. in plush cases; best filled, 7 jewels, 
$14; 11 Jewels, $15.60; 15 jewels, $20; 14 carat soiid 

‘old, $10 more. eavier, more elaborate, and 

amond-set cases, from $5 to $100 more. 

_ All watches sent with written guarantee, kept 
in order 1 year, and after that time cleaned for #1 
and returned free. . 

Sundries.—Lower grade nickel watches, $5, 
$4, and $8. Best spectacles, $1; best razor, 82; 
best triple-plated teaspoons, $1.80; table Bpoons, 
$3.60; knives, $1.75; forks, $1.75; all for sets of 6. 
Solid silver spoons, $1.85 per ounce; solid silver 
souvenir spoons, $1, $1.25, $1.50, $2 to $3. 

The Colonel ngersoll.—Tea, $2.50; orange, 
$2.75; sugar, #3, gilt bowls, 50 cents more 
Etched (teas only}: 

“The Time to be Happy ts Now,” 
50 cents extra. . 

Whe Torch of Reason Badge, solid gold, 
enameled in 5 colors, small pins, $2, $2.75, and 
$3.60. With diamonds, $5, $8. Large, $3, $4, #5, 
$15. Charms, $3, $4, $5, $6, $7.50, $10, 815, 820, 430. 

Diamonds, 20 per cent. below market price. 
Send for price lists, cards in colors and gold of 
badge, tracts, etc., free. Ail goods prepaid (ex- 
cept knives and forks) and cash refunded at op- 
tion. Watch cle:ned a anc returned free. 

OTTO WETTSTEIN, Rochelle, Iu. 

P.§.—The “Ingersoll Souvenir Spoon” tree 

with every $20 order. 5 with $100 order. 


N 


ST, 


ja No 


THE NOTED SPECIALI 
For Men Only, 


Is a physician of a wide and extensive practice 
and his remedies are of the best. The Doctor 
treats all those peculiar diseases of young and 
middle-aged men, as the result of youthful errors 
and excesses, causing Early Decay, Loss of Man- 
hood, Wasting Discharges, Varicocele, Mental 
and "Physical Debility, Idiocy, Insanity, and 


eath, 

To those afflicted and who are desirous of being 
cured & booxles of some 33 pages will be sent te 
their adiress for ten cents, sealed in a plain 
envelope, giving Sauses and Symptoms of the 
Oomplaint and a description of the Doctor's im- 

ortant medical discovery—an Outward Applica- 
ion—a positivo onret e g, remedy of the 
existence—wi evidences of success. 
e88, DR. R, P. FELLOWS, 
Vineland, N. š., 


pad may you saw this advertisement in THE 
UTH SEEKER. 
Dr. Fellows isan Infidel. 
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ZEKE GETS INSTRUCTIONS ABOUT HIS RATIONS. 


THE PHILOSOPHY 


“A Digest of Science.” 


BY LEANDER EDMUND WHIPPLE. 


Anattempt to show that all Organic Beings are both Con- 
structed and Operated by the Dynamic Agencies 
of their respective Environments. 


By JAMES B. ALEXANDER. ENDUM MOVEMENT. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, OCTOBER 21, 1893. 


IMENTAL HEALING. 


THE DYNAMIC THEORY OF LIFE AND MIND: “Smee 


A Book to explain the correct idea of Mental 
Healing, and what may be reasonably expected 
to result from an understanding of its principles. 

Price, $2.50. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


THE BOOK THAT STARTED THE REFER- 


Over 400 illustrations, 87 chapters, 1,067 pages, and a 3-column index of 11 pages. 
Price, express prepald bv us, only $2.75. 


i endea to embrace the field covered by thousands of books, such as those of the 
id Bun pad orton of Science,” the “ International Scientific Series,” etc., by bri nging together, in 
sin ile and direct form, with proper correspondence between them, all of the known factors con- 


tributing toward the origin and evolution of organic beings. By J. W. SULLIVAN. 


Se you wish to be well informed? THEN BEAD A OHAPTER OB VERSE DAILY FROM THIS BIBLE OF 
SOILED OE! x , A NEW WORK 
It is entertaining as well as enlightening, and will lead you to “ worth-ship” (worship) nature 
—t.'e., appreciate the worth of the Universal Mother. 
You must own thie book some day: why not NOW? 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


REDUCTION IN PRICE OF A GREAT BOOK 


With the eighth edition oF 
Winwood Reade's ‘‘ Martyre 
dom of Man,” the cost of 


ENTITLED 


With preface by 


Price, $1. Order at once. 


DIREGT LEGISLATION 


By the Citizenship th: ough the 
Initiative and Referendum, 


Price. 25 cents.. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


BY 
ARTHUR B. MOSS, 
Author of “The Bible and Evolution,” 


Christianity and Evolution, 


J. M. WHEELER, Sub-editor of Freethinker. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


b 
$75 .00 to $250.00 “MONTH ki 
working for B. 1. JOHNSON & CO.,Richmond, Va. 


i! production has been tes- 


H i sened so that we can reduce 
| the price from $1.75 te 


thing which will cure you. 


$1.00. 


da phenomena] sale for so heretical a work, second only to Helen Gardener: 
A Ment N book has had a p) and we give our readers the pecuniary benefit of it. The 


“MARTYRDOM OF MAN” 


restingly pictured synopsis of universal history. showing what the race has undergone 
Isa Tory rs ea fs: rise to ita present plane. Itshows how War and Religion have been oppres- 
sive factors in man’s struggle for Liberty, and the last chapter, of some 150 pages, describes hie 
intellectual struggle trom the animal period of the earth to the present, adding an outline of what 
the author conceives would be s religion of reason and love. The chapters are: 
Egypt, Western Asia, the Persians, the Greeks, the Macedonians, Alexandria, the 
$ \ AR. riian Carthage and Rome, Roman Africa, the Arabs. 


are so essential to good health. is 


Character of Jesus the Christians, Arabia, Mecca, Character of Moham- 
med, Description of Africa, the Mohammedans in Central Africa. 


a Ancient Europe, Invasion of the Germans, the Castle, the Town, the 
Li BERT Y .ciuren: Venice, Arab Spain, the l’ortuguese, Discoverers, the Slave Trade, 
Abolition in Europe, Abolition in 4mezxica. Materials of Human History. 
Animal Period of the Earth, Origin of Man, and Early History, 
INTELLECT. Summary of Universal History, The Future of the Human Race, The 
; Religion of Reason and Love. 


i -75 to $1.00. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
Foe reton bane $ oa 28 Lafayette place, New York. 


RE LIGIO The Natural History of Religion, the Israelites, the Jews, the Prophets, 
. ple, and nota manufactured article. 


who hav been cured, by using it. 


i e OEE A E S E, 


MEDICAL. 


If you need a medicine pay, attention k some- 
s known 


The Water of Life, 


and is adapted to curing, more especially 
forms of Stomach, Liver. Kidney, and Bla 
troubles. By injecting this water it will heal all 
sorts of inflammations of the internal organ 
cases as Piles, Typhoid and other fevers 
diseases, Uterin» and other forms of | 

Complaints. Itir a Blood Purifier, and is an ex- 
cellent remedy for Catarrh and Lung and Throat 
inflammations. Jt will heal the nerves, restorin; 

lost vigor of mind and body. creating a goo 

appetite and producing sound sleep. 
steadily upon the urine, cleansing the blood by 
means of the kidneys, and acts mildly upon the 
bowels, thereby producing bodily habits which 


Water of Life 


is sold absolutely pure, as it is pumped from 
the spring, without the addition of any drug 
whatever. Itis Nature's Remedy, pure and sim- 


*t has achieved has come mostly from its friends 
pamphlet free, containing photo-engraved let- 
ters and recommendations from those who have 


used it, giving a forty-page history and all par- 
ticulars about this remarkable water, to 


J. R. PERRY, Manager, 
6mi2 34South Main Street, Wilkesbarre, Pa. 


JM ews of the (Deck. 


Exauanp seems likely to hav another 
war with the Zulus. 


Depression in Wall street givs promis 
of another monetary panic. 


PREPaRations continue in Spain for a 
formidable expedition against the Moors. . 


A state protectiv association has been 
organized by the liquor-dealers of Wash- 
ington. 

Jonn Wanamaker, late state-in-church 
postmaster-general, spent his vacation 
preaching. 


THE relations between Catholics and 
Protestants in Germany are becoming de- 
cidedly strained. 


Mors than twenty-two thousand persons 
were fed by the Chicago relief committee 
one day recently, 


Presrpent Prrxoro of Brazil has at last 
gotten together two small fleets to oppose 
the rebel Admiral Mello. 


In tha international vacht race between 
the English yacht Valkyrie and the Amer- 
ican yacht Vigilant the latter won. 


THE Union Pacific railroad, one of the 
greatest railway systems in the country, 
has gone into the hands of a receiver. 


At Leadville, one thousand men hav re- 
sumed work, the result of a conference 
between the mine owners and the miners. 


TuE battle of ‘physical endurance” in 
the Senate over the Sherman law repeal 
bill continues to drag its weary way along. 


„TuE president of Guatemala has declared 
himself dictator, dissolved the extra: ses- 
sion of Congress, and ordered a new elec- 
tion. 


Ir is said that the people of Norway are 
becoming quite temperate under the opera- 
tion of the ‘‘Gothenberg ” plan of govern- 
ment liquor control. 


Tue Bar Association of New York de- 
nounces the nomination of Judge Isaac 
H. Maynard by the New York Democrats 
for judge of the court of appeals. 


AUSTRALIA is a Very young human hive, 
and yet it is already sending out colonies. 
Ia Paraguay 450,000 acres hav been 
secured upon which to locate a commun- 
istic association. 


Tae largest attendance of any day of 
the World’s Fair at Philadelphia in 1876 
was 217,526; at the Paris Exposition of 
1889, it was 397,150, and at Chicago this 
year it was 713,000. 


THe Flint-Glass Workers’ Union has 
ordered a strike in the sixteen factories of 
the United States Glass Company. The 
company had announced its determination 
to be non-union hereafter. 


Two sections of a World’s Fair excursion 
train, westward bound, came together 
near Jackson, Mich. The air-brakes had 
failed to work. ‘Thirteen persons were 
killed and twenty- three injured. 


New postal card machinery is bein 
made for the government contractors. 4 
new rotary press will deliver eight cards at 
atime. Four counting and packing ma- 
chines will do the work of eighty girls, 


Princeton Correen students who en- 
gaged in a hazing affair lately are in im- 
minent danger of imprisonment, Judge 
Abbett having charged the Mercer county 
grand jury very strongly in the matter. 


Tx House of Representativs has passed 
the Tucker bill repealing the federal 
elections law. The Democrats and Popu- 
lists voted solidly for repeal; the Repub- 
licans, solidly against. The vote was two 
to one for repeal. 


Desate has opened in the Reichsrath 
(Austro-Hungary) on the government’s 
action in declaring Prague in a state of 
siege. The Young Czechs are very bitter 
in their denunciations, while the German 
Liberals are neutral. 


Tas English colliery strike is ended at 
last. The men accepted the mediation of 
the mayors of the cities in the mining dis- 
trict and will go to work with their old 
pay but agreeing to accept a ten per cent 
reduction in December. . 


Tae new French Chamber consists of 
581 members. Of these, 350 are Moderate 
Republicans, 60 Monarchists, and 50 So- 
cialists, while the remaining 120 are de- 
soribed as ‘‘ Radical-Socialists, ” although 
they are much subdivided. 


Juupas Gary, who presided at the trial 
of the Chicago agitators, Parsons, Lingg, 
Fielden, et al, has been renominated for 
judge of the supreme court by the Chicago 
Republicans, but the Democrats refused 
to put his name on their ticket, notwith- 
standing the recommendation of the Bar 
Association and their practice in former 
years, 
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L, K Washburn’s Works. 


Sunday and the Sabbath. ‘‘A law regu- 
lating human conduct on the Sabbath is an im- 
pertinence.” Pricé, 10 cents. 

The False Teaching of the Christian 
Church. ‘‘The Thirty-nine Articles of 
the Christian church are thirty-nine poor, 
broken-down opinions.” Price, 10 cents. 

‘The Foolishness of Prayer. ‘Think of 
a minister’s praying God to kill grasshoppers, 
.or trying to induce the Deity to undertake a 
‘crusade of one against the Oolorado beetle!” 
‘Price, 10 cents. 


Followers of Jesus. Price, 10 cents. 
‘Spiritualism: Is It a Faith or a Fact? 
rice, 5 cents. 
Religious Problems. Price, 10 cents. 
Was Jesus Insane? Price, 10 cents. 
The Public Schools and the Catholic 
Church. Price, 5 cents, 
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INFIDEL 
DEATH- 
BEDS. 


G.W. ROOTE. 


true accounts of the passing away of the 
persons, thus refuting the many Chris- 
tian slanders upon them and others: 
Lord Amberley, John Baskerville, Pierre Bayle, 
Jeremy, Bentham, Paul 


dan: 
d Byron, Richard Oa: 
fford, Anacharsis Ol 
thony Collins, Auguste Comte, Condorce 


Dan 5 arles arwin, 
"Delambre, Denis Diderot, 


Thomas Buckle, Lor 


WHAT EDUCATION IS DOING FOR SUPERSTITION. 


Etienne Dolet, George Eliot, Frederick the Great, 
Gambetta, Garibaldi, Isaac Gendre, Gibbon, 
Godwin, Goethe, Grote, Helvetius, Henry Heth- 
erington, Hobbes, Austin Holyoake, Victor Hugo, 
Hume, Littre, Harriet Martineau, Jean Meslier. 
James Mill, Joan Stuart Mill, Mirabeau, Bobert 
Owen, Thomas Paine, Courtlandt Palmer, Rabe- 
Winwood Reade, Madame Roland, George 
nd, Schiller, Shelley, Spinoza, Strauss, John 
Toland, Vanini, Volney, Voltaire, James Watson, 
John Watts, Thomas Woolston. 
Price. 25 cents 


Christianity a Fiction. 


By DR. J. H. MENDENHALL. 
THE 


Astronomical and Astrologic- 
al Origin of all Religions. 


Explanatory notes compiled and arranged by 


the late Jonathan M. Roberts. Price, 50 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Antiquity 
Unveiled. 


—o 


Anctent Votces 
from the Spirit 
Realm disclose the 
most Startling Rev- 
elations. 


Proving Christianity 
to be of 
Heathen Origin, 


[ILLUSTRATED.] 


Price, ~- - - $1.50. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


A SHORT 
HISTORY OF THE BIBLE 


A Popular Account of the Formation and Development 
of the Canon. 


By BRONSON D. KEELER. 


Contexts: The Hebrew Canon. The New Tes- 
tament. The Early Controversies. The Books at 
First Not Oonsidered Inspired. Were the Fathers 
Qompetent Ti The Fathers noted ag Soriptare 

ooks Which are Now Called Apocryp 6 
Heretios. The Christian Oanon. 

Paper, 60 cents; cloth, 76 cents. 


Is Controversy Dangerous? 


Bv W. F. JAMIESON. 


This little book goes down to the very bed- 
rock of human liberty. 


Price, - . ~ 2% cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


CHEAP EDITION. 


Travels in Faith. 


By OAPT. ROBERT C. ADAMB. 


Being the story of his mental journey from 
orthodoxy to Rationalism. 


Price, paper, 26 cents; cloth, 76 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Darwin and After Darwin, 


An Exposition of the Darwinian Theory. 
By Groraz J. ROMANES, 


A systematic Exposition of what may be termed 
the Darwinism of Darwin, and intended to be of 
service to the general reader rather than to pro- 
fessed naturalists. 

_ Mr. Romanes is well known as one of the most 
interesting of English writers upon evolution, 
besides ranking with Professor Huxley in scien- 
tific knowledge and ability. And this is a part of 
his conclusion regarding the great subject of 
Design, to which the church so often refers: 
“Thus whether we look to the facts of adapta- 
tion or to those of beauty, everywhere through- 
out organic nature we meet with abundant 
evidence of natural causation, while nowhere do 
we meet with any independent, evidence of 
supernatural design. . » . Adaptation and 
beauty are alike receiving their explanation at 
the hands ofa purely mechanical philosophy. . . 
All nature has thus been transformed before the 
view of the present generation in a manner and 
to an extent that has never before been possible; 
and inasmuch as the change which has taken 
place has taken place in the direction of natural- 
ism, and this to the extent of rendering the 
mechanical interpretation of nature universal, it 
is no wonder if the religious mind has suddenly 
awakened to a new and a terrible force in the 
words of its traditional enemy—W here is now 


thy God? ed, Price, cloth, #2. 
ated. rice, Clo 
ustrai’\ddress, THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


BOOKS BY 
PROF. FELIX L. OSWALD. 


The Bible of Nature: A Contribution 
to the Religion of the Future. Cloth, 81. | . 
The Secret of the East; or, The Origin 
of the Ohristian Religion and the Significance 

of its Rise and Decline. Cloth, $1. 
Physical] Education ; or, The Health-Lawa 
of Nature. Oloth, $1. 
Household Remedies for the Prevalent 
Disorders of the Human Organism. Cloth, $1. 
Zoological Sketches: A Contribution to 
the Outdoor study of Natural History. Ulus- . 
trated by H. Faber. Oloth. $2 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette place, New York. 
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New Publications. | New Publications. 


RELIGION A CURSE, 
RELIGION A DISEASE, 
RELIGION A LIE. 


By Samtel P. Putnam. 


Dedicated to the Amertean Congress, of 1892, which ror the sake of Religton, Stabbea Liberty 
to the Heart. 


A work burning with indignation inspired by the Congressional act closing the World’s Fair 
on Sunday—an act which practically united the government and the Christian church. 


To which is added Mr. Putnam’s address delivered before the Columbian 
Exposition Committee of the House of Representatives against Sunday closing. 


Also the following Essays and Poems by Mr. Putnaw, which have neyer before been put in 
book form: Orthodoxy; Freethought; Man, Not God (written for a Paine anniversary); The Statue 
of Liberty and Thomas Paine; a poem written for the opening exercises of the Silverton, Ore., Free- 
thought Hall; Death and Life; The Golden Age; Shut the Door (a poem on the closing of the 
Centennial Exposition in Fhiladelphia, in 1876). 

_ The main essay in this work is one of the strongest arraignments eyer made of the religion 
which cramps and fetters the minds of the people of this country. It should be distributed widely. 
It has been commended in the highest terms as itappeared in THE TRUTH SEEKER and we hope every 
reader will buy a copy to lend his neighbor and arouse thought. 


Price % cents; Five copies for $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York City. 


DESIGN ARGUMENT FALLACIES, 


A Refutation of the Argument That Nature Exhibits 
Marks of Having Been Designed by 
an Intelligent Being. 


SYNOPSIS: 


I. The Design Argument Vitiates Itself By Necessitating an Infinite Series of Designe - 
il. If There Were a Designer He Could Not Be Beneficent. 
ILI. If There Were One He Could Not Be W: g 
His Processes Are gre ously Slow, 
They Are Egregious asteful, 
They Often Serve No Use, t 
They Have Produced Faulty Mechanisms. . 
IV. What Is Called Design Is Only Subserviency; and the Watch Argument Is Ilegitimaw. 
V. What Actually Did Cause So-Oalled Design. 
Astronomv and Design. ' 
VII. The Argument of a First Cause. 


Embracing a Succinct Exposition of Evolution and a Sketch of Astronomy. 


ise, for 
E 


BY THE EDITOR OF THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


Price 15 cents. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 28 Lafayette Place, N, Y. 


Remsbure’s Book on Lincoln Now Ready. 


ABRAHAM 
LINCOLN: 


WAS HE A CHRISTIANP 


By John E. BRemsburg. 


One of the most noted controversies of the century has been waged oyer the question of 
Abraham Lincoln’s religious belief. Soon after the remains of erica’s most illustrious son were 
laid to rest at Springfield, one of his biographers, Dr. Holland, put forward the claim that he was a 
Christian. The claim was prom tly denied by the dead statesman’s friends, but only to be renewed 
again, and again denied. d thus for a quarter of a century the question of Lincoln’s belief has 
been tossed like a battledore from side to side. , : z 

For fifteen years Mr. Remsburg has been collecting material for his work. He presents an 
array of testimony that is irresistible and overwhelming, and which must put this qustion at rest 
forever, In addition to the testimony of twenty witnesses who claim that Lincolnd was a Christian, 
and which is reviewed and refuted, he adduces the testimony of more than a hun jred witnesses in 
proof of the claim that Lincoln wag not a Christian. These witnesses include h s wife and other 
relatives; his three law partners; his private secretaries; members of his cabinet; his principal 
biographers, and scores of his most intimate friends. 


NOTED WITNESSES. 


Hon. W. H. Herndon, Col. Ward H. Lamon, Hon. John T. Stuart, Col. James H. Matheny, Col 
John G. Nicolay, Judge David Davis, Col Jesse W. Fell, Hon. Leonard Swett, Dr. William Jayne, 
Judge Stephen T. Logan, Joshua F. Speed, Hon. Jesse K. Dubois, Hon. Joseph Gillespie, Dr. C. H, 

ay, Col. F. S. Rutherford, Judge Robert Leachman, Col. R. G. Ingersoll, Leonard W. Volk, Joseph 
Jefferson, Hon. E. B. Washburne, Hon. E. M Haines, Hon. James Tattle, Hon. M. B. Field, Hon. 
Geo. W., ian, Hon. John B. Alley, Hon, Hu h McCulloch, Gen. M_M. Trumbull Rev. David 
Swings Rey. Robert Collyer, Judge Jesse W. Weik, Hon. J. P. Usher, Hon. Geo. S. Boutwell, Hon. 
Wm. D. Kelley, Salmon P. Chase, Wm. H. Seward, Hon. John Covode, Hon. A. J. Grover, Hon. W. H. 
T. Wakefield, Gen. D. W. Wilder, Judge Aaron Goodrich, Judge James M. Nelson, Rev. Edward 
E gleston, Rev. John W. Chadwick, Donn Piatt, H. K. Magie, Dennis F. Hanks, Mrs. Sarah Lincoln, 

rs. Mary Lincoln. g . ; 

The foregoing and sixty other reputable witnesses testify that the greatest man born on this 
continent was a Freethinker. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


MY RELIGIOUS EXPE- 
| RIENCE 


Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 


COSMIAN HYMN-BOOK. 


A COLLECTION OF 


ORIGINAL AND SELECTED HYMNS 


Liberal and Bthical Societies, 
for Schools and 
the Home. 


| By S, P. Putnam. 


Being the story of his religious li t 
—With Music Written to All the Songs.— ourneyings. Written his hay mente pe most 
Cour py L.K. WASHB or ore Wey, and is iene bent of all his splendid 
ý ILED K. URN works. 08, cents. O88 
Prite. $1650, For sale at THIS OF FIOR. : THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


New Publications. | New Publications. 


WORLD'S FAIR, 


PEN PICTURES OF THE 


By SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. : 


` A Full Description of the Fair, Invaluable as a Guide-Book and still more Inval- 
uable to those who cannot attend. It tells WHAT TO SEE and WHERE TO SEE IT; 
ives rates of admission to the various attractions of the Fair and cost of living in 
lhicago, with other useful information to the visitor. a ; 
tis, besides being a complete Guide-Book, the best description of the Fair yet 
given—poetic, beautiful, accurate. It describes the inauguragion ceremonies, gives 
the director-general’s address, the efforts to close the Fair Sundays and the triumph 
of the Sunday-openers; describes the various buildings and what they contain, and is, 
all in all, the very best picture of the Fair that can be painted with a pen. 


ILLUSTRATED. 


A MAP OF JACKSON PARK, enabling the visitor to make his way around, 
and the stay-at-home to see where he went. 


A BIRD’S-EYE VIEW OF THE FAIR, enabling one to comprehend ata 
glance the magnitude of the Exposition, the greatest ever known to the present time. 


PICTURES OF ALL THE PRINCIPAL BUILDINGS: 


Woman’s Building. Art Palace. Fisheries paiding 

Administration Building. Manufactures and Liberal Agricultural Buildi ag 

Electrical Building. Arts Building. ae, Transportation Building. 

Machinery Hall. Mines and Mining Building. Horticultural Building. 
Forestry Building. 


A visitor to the Fair says of this book—reading it in Tue Truru Smuzker—that 
it is charming and to one who has seen the Fair vastly entertaining. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Single copy, 25 cents. Five copies for $1. 


A New Book by Helen H. Gardener. 


FACTS AND FICTIONS OF LIFE. 


CONTENTS. 
Preface. Sex in Brain. i 
The Fictions of Fiction. Heredity in Its Relations to a Double Standard of 
A Day in Court. orals. 


Thrown in With the City’s Dead. Divorce and the Proposed National Law. 
An Irresponsible Educated Class. i Lawsuit or Legacy. 

The Moral Responsibility of Woman in Heredity. | Common Sense in Surgery. 

Woman as an Ox. 


: At the Woman’s Congress at Chicago Helen Gardener delivered as an address one of the chap- 
ters of this book. The Chicago Times said of it and her: * But the last address, dealing with the 
most delicate of the problems of reform, clear, unhesitant, modest, bus uncompromising, was lis- 
tened to with breathless interest by the audience. It was “Heredity in Its Re ation to a Double 
Standard of Morals,’ and 1t was delivered by the one woman of all others best qualified to speak 
upon that subject—Helea Gardener. Petite, graceful, eloquent with the burden of her thought, 

iss Gardener enchained every auditor, and when she had finished received a perfect ovation, whic 
her courage and devotion had so worthily won. The evening session was hig interesting, but 
that of the morning Ə set down on the tablet of the memory of those present as one of the dis- 
tinctivly great features of the week’s congress.” 


Cloth, $1; paper, 50 centa. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


EVERY Woman Ought to Read It. Every LIBERAL Woman 
f and Man Will Want It. 


WOMAN, CHURCH, AND STATE. 


By Matilda Joslyn Qage. 


This is Mrs. Cage latest ahd crowning work. It is THE book to show how 
the church has enslaved woman apd kept and keeps her in an inferior position. A 
glance at its contents will show this: 


The first chapter—the Matriarchate—shows that under the old civilizations woman had great 
freédom, but that the tendency of Christianity from the first was to restrict her liberty. In this 
chapter Mrs. Gage claims that to the Matriarchate—or Mother-rule—the world is ‘indebted for its 
firs conception, of inherent rights z 

Chapter II deals with the theological dogmas, of original sin aud celibacy. Woman, by the 
church, was not regarded as a human being; marriage was looked upon as vile; wives were sold 
as slaves; women driven to suicide; the influence of the church was unfavorable to virtue. The 
celibacy of the clergy produced «egrading sensuality, and woman was the victim of these brutes. 

_ Chapter III is on ‘The Canon Law, showing how tha church controled woman by making the 
legitimacy of marriage depend upon it; own control of the ceremony. Ancient civilization gave 
place to Christian barbarism, the c ergy became a distinct body—at once a“ holy” and an unholy 
Learning was prohibited to women, husbands prohibited from leaving them more than one- 


caste. 
dnot. The Reformation effected 


third of their property; daughters cou‘d be disinherited, sons cou! 
no change. 

Chapter Iy arguere on Feudalism and its degradation of women, the rights of “lords 
spiritual, the immorality of the heads of the church, baptism of nude women in the early Christian 
church. It also deals with some of the later-day abuses of females, like our Northwestern pineries, 
the Enelish debaucheries, governmental crime-makers, etc. 

Chapter V—Witchcraft. In the days of this phase of religious insanity Mrs. Gage shows how the. 
possession of even a little learning was sufficient cause to suspect a woman of witchcraft, that to keep 
a pet was dangerous, so rabid were the clergy not to suffer & witch t> liv. This persecution for 
witchcraft was a continuance of the church’s policy for obtaining un‘versal dominion over mankind. 
Women physicians of the Middle Ages were persecuted, and the “ Pilgrim Fathers ” continued it in 
America. The first synod convened in America was to try a woman for heresy, and others were 
stripped and whipped for not agreeing with the clergy. . ; à 

‘The chapter on ** Wives” shows how the disruption of the Roman empire was unfavorable to the 
personal and proprietary rights of woman—that the sale of daughters was practiced in England 
seven hundred years after it was Christianized—that the practice of buying wives was regulated by 
law—that women were not permitted to read the Bible—that they were not admitted as witnesses— 
that civil marriage is opposed by the church. . ; 

In Chapter VII is shown how polygamy was, sustained by the Christian church, that the first ` 

od of the Reformation convened to sanction this institution, that Luther and the other “ prin- 
cipal reformers” favored it, as we'l as the American Board of Foreign Missions. The Mormon the- 
ocracy is shown to be similar to that of other Christian sects. _ 

In the last three chapters Mrs. Gage treats of the opposition of the church to the amelioration 
of woman's sufferings as interference w:th her ‘curse,’ of woman’s degradation by the church to 
labors unfit for slaves, of woman’s “ inferiority,” as taught by the church to-day, and of how little 
value Christianity has been and is to civilization. 


The work is a burning protest ean the tremendous wrong done woman by 

the church, which controled the state. Itis also extremely valuable as history. ‘No 

woman, it seems to us, can read if and remain a supporter of the religious institution 

which has crushed her individuality, her mentality, and degraded her person. To the 

Fome cause it opens an Age of Reason. It ought to be widely read for the good it 
o o 
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SUBSCRIPTION BATES; 

Single subscription, in advance..............ceccccesscuaccenee $3 00 
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SPECIAL NOTICE.—We shall be obliged to our 
readers if they will send us the name and address of 
any Freethinker who is not a regular subscriber. 


What One Court Knows About God’s Inten- 
tions and Man’s Needs. 

We mean no reflection upon the intelligence of 
Freethinkers when we say that but few of them 
know to how great an extent their liberties hav 

been adjudicated away by the judges they hav 
‘helped, directly or indirectly, to put upon the 
bench. In the hard struggle for existence few hav 
time to keep in that close touch with current events 
which is implied in the aphorism that “ eternal 
vigilance is the price of liberty.” The physical 
necessities of life must be provided, and after that 
is done there is generally little time left in which 
to search in the public prints for the news which is 
of real importance, and which, alas, is more often 
obscured or omitted than given the place its gravity 
merits. The Freethought paper should watch 
every movement of the enemy, and giv its readers 
the fullest information possible concerning the 
aggressions of the church. But there are the 
courts and legislatures of more than forty states to 
keep under surveillance, saying nothing of Copgress 
and the federal courts and the tribunals of thou- 
' sands of cities and towns, and often news of the 
` most vital import escapes the scant scrutiny which 
the inadequate force that can be employed is able 
to giv to the papers and periodicals which are ac- 
cessible, saying nothing of the court transactions in 
the mor? distant states, which frequently are not 
` chronicled in the Eastern dailies. Freethinkers in all 
parts of the country can help the cause much by 
sending us news of the kind indicated. We want 
the particulars of every trespass of the church upon 
the equal rights of the citizen. To comment inte - 
ligently and warn judiciously, it is necessary that 
we hav the facts connected with every attempt to force 
Christian theology and Christian morality down the 
throats of Liberals and other dissentients. Judicial 
decisions are of far more than ordinary value, that 
is, if quoted correctly and in extenso, for they mark 
the hight to which the dirty flood of theocracy has 
swept, showing us how far the principle of church 
and state union is recognized in the law which we 
are expected to obey. 
So much by way of prelude. 
In 1892 the supreme court of Nebraska unani- 
` mously decided that Sunday base ball playing was 
in violation of the Sunday law of the state. The 
decision was read by Chief Justice Maxwell, who, 


o | and this the creator,has-provided shall, to a great extent, 


Sleep at any time, while others turn day into night 


together with his associates, should not be forgotten 
by the voting Freethinkers and Adventists of Ne- 
braska. This judicial opinion is a curiosity in its 
way, and for illogic which ends in puerility, and cant 
which degenerates into impudence and culminates in 
outrage, it cannot be surpassed. In its labored ef- 
fort to prove that because the human body needs 
rest, Sunday laws are necessary and just, this 
learned court says : l 

‘The human body, considered as a machine, is the 
most perfect mechanism of which we hav any knowledge. 
If properly cared for and treated, it will, in ordinary cases 
where there are no hereditary defects, retain its vital- 


ity and vigor to old age; but every movement of the body 
or action of the brain involves waste of the vital force, 


be replenished during sleep. Hence it is necessary to 
spend about one-third of our time in sleep. While it is 
true that the reserve force of life is so grèat in many per- 
sons as to enable them to liv for a time with less than the 
normal amount of sleep required, yet, if continued for any 
considerable time, the general health will be affected, and 
to entirely abstain from sleep for a week or more, as in 
cases of certain fevers, like the typhoid, almost unavoid- 
ably results in temporary insanity, if not death. But the 
recuperation from sleepin most cases does not restore 
full tone to the system, and Sunday is like an oasis in the 
journey of life where each traveler may be refreshed and 
become more able to continue the performance of his du- 
ties or labors. Asa natural consequence, if the vitality 
of the body is permitted steadily to decrease without be- 
ing replenished, life will be proportionately shortened. 
Therefore, if a person labors continuously at hard and 
exacting labor without rest for many years, his health is 
liable to be impaired and he become prematurely old.” 
These judges seem to think that not only are 
their views of rest something superior to those of 
the ordinary citizen, but that they may rightfully 
compel him to conform his actions to their notions 
instead of following his own predilections. One 
would suppose that these lawyers imagined that 
the base ball player was compelled to engage in that 
sport on Sunday, and that they should be credited 
with an act of charity in interposing the law of the 
state between him and his heartless taskmasters. It 
does not appear to hav occurred to them that he 
may hay wished to play ball on Sunday, and that if 
he did they had no business to deny him the oppor- 
tunity to gratify his wish. And the presumption is 
that he played voluntarily; otherwise he would hav 
appealed to the public or to the courts for relief. 
If the fact that the body needs rest justifies the 
existence of a law compelling people to refrain 
from labor and recreation on certain days whether 
they wish or do not wish so to do, then the citizen 
should be forced to pass a certain number of hours 
in bed each night regardless of his own preferences 
in the matter. The court avers that God has pro- 
vided for the recuperation of physical energies by 
means of sleep. But it is well known that many 
people do not giv themselvs anywhere near enough 


and night into day. Following the court’s illogical 
argument to its logical conclusion we see at once 
that these disregarders of nature’s law should be 
brought up with a sharp turn by a statute law, “in 
that case made and provided.” And these philan- 
thropic judges do not seem to understand that one 
of the most important elements in rest is change. 
Mere idleness is itself a very wearying kind of 
work. What activ, industrious man or woman is 
there who has not oftentimes felt, when forced by 
pious surroudings or uncivil law to total cessation 
of action, that Sunday was the most tiresome day 
of the week? The body needs change first of all. 
Many different kinds of labor during the day are 
less exhausting than one, other things being equal. 
The same is true of the weekly task or tasks. And 
the work which the man enjoys, the toil in which 
he has an interest, is far less wearing upon the 


system than is uncongenial labor in which he feels 


that he must engage in order to liv,—-no, it does 


not exhaust so much, even, as does enforced idle- 
ness. 
no account of any of these things; in the interest 
of God (ċ. e., of the preachers), they are bound to 
ignore the real needs and the initiativ of men and 
women. No matter if to the players and the spec- 
tators alike the Sunday ball game is a rest for both 
body and mind, it must be stopped nevertheless. 
The masters, the clergy, know that they mean 
« worship” when they say “rest,” and the servants, 
the judges, are in duty bound to so interpret law 
as to gratify the desires of “heaven's ambassadors,” 
so they talk learnedly about the needs of the body 
and the “creator’s intentions” and then compla- 
cently shut the door of law in the face of justice. 


But the church and her servile judges take 


t No doubt one of the objects of the creator in estab- 


lishing the Sabbath as a day of rest was to provide for 
restoring and retaining, as far as possible, health and 
strength and perfect action of the body.” 


Judge Maxwell is much better informed concern- 
ing the “ objects of the creator” than he is regarding 
the inhibitions of the United States Constitution 
and the requirements of equity. Ths people of 
Nebraska should eagerly embrace their first oppor- 
tunity to giv him a chance to enter the ministry. 
He would be at home there, but he is too much 
given to special pleading to honor even the chair of 
a justice of the peace, much less the supreme court 
bench. 

“ Every person of observation knows that the man who 
labors seven days in the week continuously for any con- 
siderable length of time lacks the spring and elasticity of 
action of another of like years and naturally activ habits 
who rests on Sunday. Experience has also shown that 
men will accomplish more labor in a series of years by 
working six days in the week than by continuous appli- 
cation.” 

All of which may be true and yet furnish no valid 
excuse for Sunday laws. Involuntary labor is 
slavery, but that is not the thing in dispute. The 
sole question at issue is whether the state, at the 
behest of the church or otherwise, can compel 
those who wish to labor or those who wish to play 
on Sunday to abstain therefrom. We maintain 
that it cannot in justice do anything of the kind; 
that such interference with citizens’ rights is un- 
constitutional and iniquitous. 

‘t Sunday is to bea day of rest. Wordly cares are to 
be laid aside, and the worries of business or pleasure 
thrown off. How gladly the tired laborer, workman, 
farmer, merchant, manufacturer, attorney, and judge 
welcome Sunday as a day of rest and on the succeeding 
Monday enter upon their respectiv labors with renewed 
strength and vigor. The idler and trifier may complain 
of the loss of time from resting on Sunday, but the activ 
intelligent worker knows that thereby he has increased 
his capital stock of health and chances of longevity.” 


But if the brain worker finds that his “capital 
stock of health and chances of longevity” are in 
creased by working in his garden or orchard on 
Sunday, what then? If the over-worked mechanic 
or salesman believes that his health is improved by 
wa.ching a game of ball, a cricket match, or a 
regatta on Sunday, what then, again? The feel- 
ings and beliefs of these men are of much more im- 
portance to them than the opinion of the Nebraska 
Supreme Court, and they are, moreover, feelings 
and beliefs with which no court has any business to 
meddle. And it is highly probable that no court 
would think of meddling were it not for the inso- 
lent demands of the clerics. Of course the minds 
of many judges are still saturated with saperstition, 
and so, moved partly by their dread of hell and- 
partly by their fears of the pious electors, they turn 
their backs on equity and interpret law to please the 
blackcoats. 
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‘‘ Christ sought to apply the Sabbath to its appropriate 
nse. The Jewish religion at that time consisted largely 
of outward ceremonies, which were performed with a rigor 
never intended by the author of the Mosaic law. It is 
evident that great reliance was placed upon these outward 
ceremonies. Christ, however, while not condemning 
many of these ceremonies, intended to show that the 
mere observance of these was not sufficient; that the Sab- 
bath was made for man, and not man for the Sabbath; 
and in effect, therefore, that works of charity, mercy, and 
necessity not only could, but if necessary, should, be per- 
formed on that day. He recognized the Sabbath, how- 
ever, as a day of rest set apart by the creator. After his 
death and resurrection, his disciples, to commemorate 
that event, changed the day to the first day of the week, 
and that day is now observed by the great body of his 
followers throughout the world, and is recognized by 
both the common and statute law.” 

Is the foregoing an exegesis of scripture or is it 
a homily on law? How long since judges in Amer- 
ica were made expositors of Bible texts, inter- 
preters of the will of God, and elucidators of the 
teachings of Jesus? Is this opinicn of Judge 
Maxwell’s authoritativ? Is it binding upon the 
consciences of all good Nebraskans? Will they go 
to hell, or to jail, or both, if they fail to agree with 
Dogberry? To jail, certainly, if they do not ob- 
serve the “Sabbath” of Judge Maxwell. By the 
way, to what “disciples” does this man allude 
when he says that they changed the “Sabbath” to 
the first day of the week? Does he mean the im- 
mediate followers of Jesus, those whom he had in- 
duced to believe in his mission, and who were living 
on earth when he died? If so, where is his honor’s 
evidence in support of the assumption? A lawyer 
should not eschew evidence entirely, even if he is 
merely a cheap pettifogger for superstition. “ Af- 
ter his death and resurrection, his disciples, to 
commemorate the event, changed the day to the 
first day of the week,” we are judicially assured. 
Which “event,” the death or the resurrection? In 
either case, why? What had either the death or 
the resurrection to do with the Sabbath? God, ac- 
cording to all the authorities which Judge Maxwell 
has consulted, made Saturday, the seventh day of 
the week, the everlasting Sabbath of his people. 
Who had authority to change it? The ignorant 
followers of a Jewish agitator? Even if they did 
change it, how could they make the observance of a 
false Sabbath obligatory upon us? Could they ab- 
rogate the fiat of God? Does not this judge, who 
has the audacity to try to read a church dogma into 
our jurisprudence, in plain defiance of our national 
Magna Chata, know that it was not until the fourth 
century that Sunday was “recognized” by the 
state as a day of “rest,” and then only for a part of 
the people? Does he not know that in that famous 
Sunday decree of the murderous Constantine, issued 
in March, 321, no reference whatever was made 
either to the death or the resurrection of Jesus, 
Constantine: contenting himself with calling the 
day Dies Solis, “The day of the sun”? 

The court continues: 

“In this state the right of everyone to worship God ac- 
cording to the dictates of his own judgment and con- 
science is recognized, and hence permits those who 
prefer to keep the seventh in place of the first day of the 
week to do so. The law, both human and divine, being 
thus in favor of abstaining from sporting, etc., on Sun- 
day, is a reasonable requirement and should be enforced. 
The deliberate violation of such a law there is reason to 
believe in many cases is but the commencement of a 
series of offenses that lead to infamy and ruin; and in 
any event the influence upon the participants themselvs 


has a tendency to break down the moral sense and make 
them less worthy citizens.” 


The right to worship on Saturday is reluctantly 
conceded, and the worshipers are generously ex- 
empted from punishment unless, having rested on 
Saturday they venture to work on Sunday, in which 
case they are fined and sent to prison, as witness 
the Adventists in Arkansas, Tennessee, and Mary- 
land. Right to worship? Yes, sometimes, but the 
right not to worship; the right to work or play? 
No! That is another story. “The law, both hu- 
man and divine, being thus in favor of abstaining 
from sporting, etc., on Sunday, is a reasonable re- 
quirement and should be enforced.” What stupid- 
ity! Does not this judicial marplot comprehend 

e fact that he, a judge of an American court, ad- 
ministering the law in a country where church and 
state are decreed to be wholly and forever separate, 


has no business to officially know anything about 
“divine” law? And does he not know, further, 
that he, as head of the highest tribunal in his state, 
is there, not necessarily to ascertain if men hav vio- 
lated a state statute, but rather to determin 
whether the statute isin harmony with the state 
Bill of Rights and the federal Constitution? The 
judge of a lower court may hav no discretion; he 
may be able to say only: “This is the law; you 
hav broken it; I must sentence you.” But the su- 
preme court is not so bound; it can pass beyond 
the offender and inquire as to the equity and con- 
stitutionality of the law that has been violated. The 
judges of this court should not hide behind a legis- 
lativ statute, much less behind the Bible or a rot- 
ting parchment of Constantine the assassin. 

What right has this judge to assume that the 
“deliberate violation ” of the Sunday law is but the 
beginning “of a series of offenses that lead to 
infamy and ruin”? What right has he to declare 
that “the influence upon the participants them- 
selvs has a tendency to break down the moral sense 
and make them less worthy citizens”? Who is the 
more infamous; the citizen who attends to his own 
business on all the days of the week and lets that 
of his neighbor alone, or the judge who steals in 
the name of law and God one-seventh of his neigh- 
bor’s time? Who is the less worthy citizen, the 
man who works, if it so please him, on Sunday, or 
the judge who sits in the pew of the self-righteous 
on that day and then on Monday in the court room 
does all that he can to trample down and destroy 
the equal religious and civil rights of the people? 
There are tens of thousands of men and women 
who pay no more attention to the Sunday laws that 
disgrace our states than they do to the fantastic 
tales of the Arabian Nights, and these men and 
women are morally more than the peers of the best 
Sabbatarians in the land. Their ever-increasing 
freedom from superstition constantly adds to their 
good qualities as citizens, neighbors, and friends. 
It is not necessary that a man should be a shivering 
slave of gods and afraid of his own shadow on Sun- 
day in order to be endurably decent. :- 

This Nebraska decision closes with these words: 

“The fact that the defendants were some distance 
away from the residence of any person can make no dif- 
ference. It did not change the nature of the offense nor 


excuse the act. It was a violation of the law just the 
same,” 


You see, the “ offense ” was one of lèse majestié,; 
God’s kingly dignity was insulted. It is admitted 
by the minis—no, we mean by the judge—that the 
equal rights of no citizen were invaded. The fact 
that the ball players “were some distance away 
from the residence of any person makes no differ- 
ence.” Of course it “makes no difference.” No- 
body but a dolt ever supposed that it was intended 
to punish the players because they had injured 
gome person or persons. That would hav been a 
trifling matter, good only for a pretext. The com- 
plainant was a myth called “God” and back of him 
were the parsons, anxious, as usual, to drive all 
competitors off the field and out of the world. 

“Keep your children away from the priest or he 
will make them the enemies of mankind.” 


The Wonderful Love of the Chureh for the 
Poor. 


“A Social Reform Club has been organized in New 
York, under the leadership of D. Stanton Coit. The ob- 
ject of this club is the salvation of ‘Darkest New York’ 
without the use of ‘banners, drums, or prayer.’ From 
an interview with Mr. Coit we take the following: ‘Every 
inhabitant of the ward may join my club. Anarchists 
even will be welcomed provided they indorse our sub- 
jects. First of all, we will establish coal depots. We 
will buy coal at wholesale and sell it, say, for five cents a 
pail where now the poor are forced to pay twelve and fif- 
teen. Coal the people must hav to keep them alive, and 
our co-operativ store will furnish it to them at cost price. 
Atthis and other stores we intend establishing, we will 
sell such staples as coffee and bread and meat; in fact, 
all the necessities in the way of groceries. At the wash 
houses, which will be centrally located, the poor will be 
able to do their washing for, say, five cents. For this they 
get all the utensils, water, soap, etc., so that a woman 
who does washing for a living will hav work done ina 
couple of hours that it would take her a day to finish at 
home. The swimming baths will be open all the year, 
and will be free. We will also establish a public kitchen, 
at which families that liv in small quarters can cook their 


meals.’ It does not take much of a prophet to foretell 
what will be the result of this work. The attempt to lift 
men out of vice, poverty, and filth without attempting 
to lift them up to God will never succeed. Practically, 
Mr. Coit says: ‘We can do this thing better without God 
than with him.’ If Mr. Coit’s idea is simply to giv away 
fuel, clothing, and food he will succeed. The inhabit- 
ants of the Tenth ward will take all he will be able to giv 
away. The Herald calls this work ‘Salvation by Soap.’ 
We beg to call attention to some ancient words of Holy 
Writ which say: ‘For though thou wash thee with niter, 
and take thee much soap, yet thine iniquity is marked be- 
fore me, saith the Lord.’ ”—Rev. A. S. Gumbert, Bos- 
ton, in Christian Statesman. 


How much the church loves the poor and unfor- 
tunate is vividly revealed by Mr. Gumbert. She 
would prefer that they should be “always with us ” 
if the alternativ is their uplifting through other 
agencies than those she patronizes. “The attempt 
to lift man out of vice, poverty, and filth without 
attempting to lift them up to God will never suc- 
ceed.” The shameless, heartless cant of that! If 
God wants them raised why does he not do it? Is 
he limited in power? Does he not know how to 
do it? Why does he let generation after genera- 
tion wallow in filth, rot with vice, and starve at 
last and be tumbled into unmarked graves in 
Potter's Field? It is to be presumed that Mr. 
Gumbert can answer all these questions glibly and 
with perfect satisfaction to—preachers. Note the 
narrowness of the man and his creed: When a 
man with some grains of practical sense in his 
head proposes to form a club among the poor so 
that its members can furnish themselvs with.a few 
of the necessaries of life at cost this attorney for 
the ghosts sneeringly prophecies failure for the 
enterprise because the projector of it has failed to 
brand “In God We Trust” on the coal shovels and 
stencil on the flour sacks, “ For Christ's Sake.” He 
remarks that the inhabitants of the Tenth ward will 
take all Mr. Coit will be able to giv away. The 
clerical intellect does not seem to be able to under- 
stand the difference between giving away and fur- 
nishing articles at cost of production and distribu- 
tion. It is very fitting that the representativ of 
the church which has elevated charity to the posi- 
tion of the most exalted of virtues should jeer 
at something which he mistakes for charity, when 
it is undertaken by one without the temple. 

Was there ever a reform, of small or of great 
promis, that the ministers could not find texts in 
the Bible with which to damn it? To defend 
slavery or censure reform without prayer, the Bible 
is equally useful. — 

We are told that Mr. Coit practically says, “We 
can do this thing better without God than with him,” 
which is no doubt true. “God” is merely a 
euphemism for “church,” and every student of his- 
tory knows that it has always been a stumbling- 
block in the way of progress. Friends of the 
laboring man who get angry because Liberal 
lecturers and writers keep pounding away at the 
church will possibly sometime get their eyes opened 
enough to see that the Freethinkers were right, 
and then they will realize the futility of attempting 
to secure justice in a state composed -chiefly of be- 
lievers in Christian dogmas and morals. 

Four Good Books for German Freethinkers. 

We can supply, in the German language, the 
following four books which everyone knows to be 
good: 

“The Mistakes of Moses,” by Col. R. G. Ingersoll, 
50 cents. 

“Men, Women, and Gods,” by Helen H. Gar- 
dener, 50 cents. 

“ The Gods,” by Col. R. G. Ingersoll, 25 cents. 

« Miracles and Miracle-Workers,” by John Peck, 
20 cents. T 

These are neatly printed, bound in paper covers, 
and are complete. Our German-reading friends 
should circulate these widely. | 


Has Mr. Ellis Been Converted ? 
The following queer teaching for a Freethinker is 
from the “ Boys’ and Girls’” department of Secular 
Thought of October Tth : 


‘‘ Those who deny man’s fallen and sinful state, and 
teach that the human race is constantly progressing, hay 
many difficult things to explain. 
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t: There is no true progress except where God is feared 
and his word is obeyed. The dream of human advance- 
ment without God is a delusian and a snare. Assyria, 
Babylon, Egypt, and Rome show how wickedness ends 
in desolation. And every nation that livs to-day without 
God and his word is a standing proof of the same truth. 
But. let the gospel reach the most degraded nation on 
earth and immediately there is progress, improvement, 
prosperity, and civilization. T. DABLEY ALLEN.” 

We should like to know what church Mr. Ellis 
- has joined? 


Agents Wanted.” 


We believe that not only can good be done but 
money made by any Liberal who will canvass for 
our book “Old Testament Stories Comically Illus- 
trated.” In fact we know one man who worked at 
it but a few; hours weekly and. sold nearly. fifty 
copies in a month. The price is low; everybody 
knows the Old Testament stories, and nearly every- 
body would like a book applying nineteenth-cent- 
ury wit and knowledge to them. People like to 
laugh. Reverence for the Old Testament tales has 
largely disappeared and jokes at the expense of 
Jonah and Joseph and Esau and Samson and David, 
and the other worthies of unsavory reputation, are 
keenly appreciated. It seems to us that the book 
will sell at sight. It does here in the store. 
Liberals out of employment will find this a good 
way to make an honest dollar. 

Terms to agents sent upon application. 


t: STROMSBURG, NEB., Oct. 22.—The Woman’s Christian 
Temperance Union, of Osceola, the county seat of Polk 
county, resolved itself last night into a White Cap com- 
mittee to chastise several young women of that city 
whose morals did not meet the approval of the union. 
Decoys were used, and five young women were terribly 
beaten, one becoming insensible. Two of the victims 
escaped from their captors after their clothes had been 
torn off in the struggle. The White Caps were composed 
of prominent people of the city. Eleven of them were 
recognized and arrested. They will hav a preliminary 
examination to-morrow. Several are in jail.” 


The mobocratic spirit is not confined to the 
South, and the resolution against lynching adopted 
by the Freethought Federation may be read and 
pondered with profit in all parts of the country. 
These Woman’s Christian Temperance Union fe- 
. males had better cut out the second section of their 
corporate name; the man of whose name it is a 
derivativ set the example for a different treatment 
‘of unfortunate women, as they will know if they 
take the trouble to read their New Testaments, if 
they hav any. The dear Christian people are great 
sticklers for law when it embodies their narrow 
notions, but when it comes to regulating the morals 
of their neighbors they all at once become as 
oblivious to “law and order,” and humanity, as the 
most ignorant, irresponsible, and frenzied savages. 


What a “present help” God is! “Ask and ye 
shall receive ”—death, if man cannot save. In the 
late terrible railroad accident at Battle Creek, Mrs. 
Charles Van Dusen was held in one of the wrecked 
cars. Her body hung out of the window, but “her 
limbs were pinioned by the heavy framework of the 
seat. Thus held, roasting from her feet up, she 
pleaded and begged for the help that those outside 
were powerless to giv.” Then she folded her hands 
and prayed; “this drove the crowd frantic,” but 
they could not save her. “Despite her terrible 
agony she retained consciousness to the last, and 
as the flames crept up, and surrounded her she 
called out her name and address and those of her 
friends to be notified. ‘I am a teacher in the 
Methodist Sunday-school at Sprout Brock, N. Y., 
she cried; ‘say I died like a Christian.’ Then the 
side of the car gave out, and she fell back-into the 
flames.” This poor woman’s pitiful prayer does not 
appear to hav driven God frantic, as it did the 
crowd, which proves that man is less cruel than 
God, or that God is a myth, and prayer is a futile 
manifestation of superstition. Christianity is a 
baleful and accursed delusion. When this tortured 
Christian teacher appealed for help to those 
gathered about they suffered intolerably because 
they could not rescue her. Let us suppose, how- 
ever, that they could hav saved her, but would not. 
Christians no less than Infidels would hav denounced 
them for their atrocious héeartlessness, and if they 
had escaped lynching they would hav been fortunate. 


Yet if Christianity is true God could hav saved his 
child and servant, but he coldly refused to pass her 
‘‘through the fire unhurt.” What hav the Chris- 
tians to say of his criminal inaction? Will they 
denounce him as they would hay denounced men? 
Or will they grovel in the dust and abjectly mum- 
ble “ Thy will be done”? Are their brains para- 
lyzed and withered into utter nothingness by the 
poison of supernaturalism ? 


We do not wish to precipitate another panic or 
“object-lesson” upon the country, but it is per- 
fectly true that there are a number of our sub- 
scribers whose time has expired who hav not paid 
us. And it is perfectly true also that there are 
some people down-town to whom we owe money 
whom we hav not paid. But it will be perfectly 
easy to even this thing up if those subscribers will 
stop at the post-office and buy a money order for 
$3 and mail it here. If they meet a neighbor on 
their way who doesn’t take the paper but wants it, 
make the money order $5 and it goes for a year to 
both. But please remember that the down-town 
fellows here are hard up. 


The Devil Necessary to Preachers. 


To tue Eprror or Tur Truru SEEKER, Sir: I am 
a poor, broken-down preacher. I hav worked in 
the gooseberry patch of the Lord for nigh on to 
thirty-five years, and helped to bury many a goose 
snatched from the beggarly elements of sin and 
folly. 

But now my profession is gone. The devil is 
dead! The goose that laid the golden egg (the 
heathen call it “ aig ”) is gone from the pulpit, and 
this knocks the life-interest out of preaching. It 
also knocks the devil out of my bread and butter. 

I believe in dreams. So does my congregation. 
I taught them in that faith. I had to, because 
Joseph dreamt about Mary. So much the worse. 
You see, I dreamt one night that I saw the angel 
Gabriel and the angel Mike, and the angel Abraham 
catch the old boy peeping over the gates of para- 
dise to see if any of the United States Senators had 
slipped in past St. Peter; and they ran out and 
caught Satan by the tail, and held him while 
Gabriel broke one of his horns off and stabbed him 
in the belly six times, and ripped him up the back 
and tore his liver out in true heavenly style; and 
he kicked the bucket several times like the devil, 
and.then died soon after. 

The dream was so vivid that I told it to my con- 
gregation, and they told it all over town, and 
everybody believes it just as firmly as I do myself, 
and now my pews are empty. 

They all go on the plan of “ No devil, no need to 
pray any more, or pay any more, or listen to what 
the preacher has to say any more.” 

I tell you, Mr. Editor, my church lost its very 
foundation—ground-work—basis—lost the whole 
system and entrails out of the plan of redemption 
when the people thought the devil was dead. 

I wish I had not told them. I wish I had not 
dreamed it. I wish I could persuade them that 
dreams do not amount to anything, only when peo- 
ple dream such things that help to keep the devil 
and the church united and brings in the preacher’s 
salary sure pop. 

Oh, what will become of the Christian and pagan 
church, if the common people get to believing in 
my dream! Oh, what shall we do to be saved, and 
get paid for telling the people what to do to be 
saved, if the devil is really dead? O dear old 
devil, come back to life, or we poor preachers will 
hav short pickings trom this on! ; 

Who is going to pay us to preach about heave 
and glory and golden harps, if the news gets out 
that the big bugaboo is dead? They may come 
and listen to the preaching, to be sure, but they 
won’t pay in worth a continental, so they won’t. 

Oh, dear, dear! if somebody does not come and 
assure me that the dear old devil it still alive and 
helping us to drive sinners into the fold—scaring 
them in, so to speak—I shall go rip-roaring crazy 
and stab myself in the belly with a fence-rail! 

J. Ward Diehl, of Watsontown, Pa., advised me 
to write to Taz Terura Srexer, as you fellows hav 
been after the devil with a sharp stick for ever so 
long, and know all about him. 

I must hav him back again! I must re-establish 
the old faith in my dear congregation that the 
blessed old boy is still healthy, and standing be- 
hind the church to catch the people that do not pay 
in promptly and feed poor preachers on yellow- 
legged chickens. 


You might as well expect a watch to run and 
keep correct time without a mainspring as to ex- 
pect a church to go on collecting nickels from 
Christians without a good reliable devil. 

Oh, giv me back the devil, or my profession is 
gone up the spout forever! Ex-Rev. Jacos Horr. 

Grand Junction, Col. 


The Rise of Christ. 


[A more original or succinct account of this event has 
rarely been given. Its origin is as singular as the account 
itself. The writer is a doctor of law of great attainments, 
and holding an official position in a well-known English 
town, himself a Conservativ and a leader of Conservativs, 
who are mostly as bigoted in piety as in politics. Yet the 
bold writer casts the following extraordinary statement 
into the midst of them. It was done in the course of an 
argument in favor of their political prejudices against Mr, 
Gladstone’s great Home Rule bill. It would seem that 
there must be greater latitudinarism in the center of po- 
litical orthodoxy than iscommonly supposed. The learned 
doctor’s kinsmen were related to Thomas Paine’s great 
friend, Clio Rickman. This may account for the courage 
and thoroughness of the opinions which follow, but this 
does not diminish the strangeness of their expression 
under the circumstances I haynamed.—G. J. HOLYOAKE. } 

The Christian superstition consists of a huge 
mass of legendary tales incrusting a small nucleus 
of fact, which, of itself, would hav been too insignif- 
icant to be termed historical, but which may be 
conjectured to hav been about as follows: The suc- 
cessors of Alexander the Great had long been 
waging desultory wars against the Semitic Syrian 
tribes, including the Jews, all refractory to the 
spread of Greek culture. To this kind of warfare 
the Romans succeeded, after they had absorbed 
various dominions carved out of the Macedonians’ 
empire. Judea was vanquished by Pompey and re- 
ceived Roman governors. But a state of dissaffec- 
tion and unrest prolonged itself forlong after, much 
as the same condition has continued in Ireland after 
its absorption by Great Britain. A young man in- 
spired with these species of disaffection, but in 
whom mental excitement had passed the bounds of 

sanity, became possessed of the hallucination that 
he was destined to overthrow the Roman rule and 
re-establish the ancient kingdom of David. He was 
a home-ruler of his age and nation. His attempt of 
course failed. He was impaled upon a cross, but 
whether his wounds were mortal has been doubted, 
and, for the present purpose, the question is unim- 
portant. Whatisof importance is that among the ex- 
cited and credulous populace of the Levant he ob- 
tained a following, and this destructiv superstition, 
to borrow the words of the Roman historian, con- 
tinued to ferment, expanded about the close of the 
Antonine era into great dimensions, and installed 
itself as the state religion. But its triumph was 
bought by the ruin of ancient civilization. The 
thousand years of its unquestioned supremacy, from 
Constantine until the invention of printing and the 
dawn of the Reformation. are known as the Dark 
Ages. Thought in every form of development was 
prostrate under the Christian faith. The Protestant 
Reformation made the first breach in the huge edi- 
fice of medieval superstition. It is not needful to 
value this event higher than by saying that it made 
the first great rift in the dark pall of superstition 
and credulity, and that the rays of nature and 
reason streamed in upon men through the rents and 
fissures which the Reformation had made, and hav 
kindled the torch of progress upon various fields of 
human activity, scientific, political, and economical. 


—>-—__ 


Churehly Purpose and Performance. 


It is quite suggestiv that the associate of Melville Stone 
in his very dubious Associated Press schemes, is Victor 
Lawson (nec Larsen), of the Chicago Record, the 
Chicago daily which has the doubtful distinction among 
the papers of that city of opposing the Sunday opening of 
the Fair. Lawson is one of the two members of the local 
directory who voted to accept the impudent condition 
which-Congress sought to impose. 


In any case, efforts should be made locally and nation- 
ally to stop this un-Christian, un-American, unnecessary 
Sundsy work in the mails. İn scores of towns local ap- 
peals to conscience and humanity, and then by petition, 
to the Postmaster-General, hav resulted in the Sabbath- 
closing of the post-office. Let this be done all along the 
line. And where the office cannot be closed at once, let 
all who claim to be Christian or humane be urged to hav 
no part in the Sunday work on either side of the delivery 
windows. Let postal employees insist on their rights of 
conscience in the courts. And let us renew the mighty 
petition to Congress against Sunday mails and Sunday 
trains, a petition which represented ar even larger consti- 
tuency (more Catholics and more labor unions) than the 
victorious World’s Fair petition. Those petitions can be 
brought out of Congressional archives anew whenever the 
people are ready to re-inforce them by a broadside of let- 
ters. Let the Woman’s Christian Temperance Union 
once more lead on in this reform, and let all the friends 
of the Lord’s day and the rest day follow up our series of 
victories in the World’s Fair contest with this one of yet 
more permanent benefit. ‘‘Awake, awake, Deborah; 
arice, Barak, and lead thy captivity captiv.”— Christian . 


Statesman. 
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Gommunications. 


Idiocy in Finance. 


Our friend, John Peck, in his “Friendly Chat 
with Brayton and Reed,” remarks that he has 
« written quite a little on land, financial and tariff 
reforms, and that he enters into Tue Truru SEEKER 
discussion on finance in order that people may not 
be led away from the truth.” This motiv is entirely 
praiseworthy, but one should take due care that he 
is not in error himself, before attempting to in- 
struct others. This Mr. Peck has neglected to do. 
When, for instance, he changed the phraseology of 
Mr. Brayton’s assertion that “one man’s right is as 

` good to get and hold property as another's,” into 
the statement that “one man’s right to rob and 
plunder is as good as another's,” he does not change 
the sense in the slightest degree, for no man has a 
“ right” to work injustice against another. “When 
a half-dozen men can meet anywhere and stop the 
output of coal,” and thus raise, arbitrarily and 
needlessly, the price thereof, they are transgressing 
the law of justice under cover of the law, which by 
taxing unused coal lands at farm land rates, enables 
them to keep the production of coal in their own 
hands. So also of the Senator who can “touch a 
button and send oil up fifty per cent.” If the oil 
land held out of use by the Standard Oil Company 
were taxed at its real value, there would soon be 
more oil producers, because even the vast wealth 
of that monopoly would be inadequate to stand the 
huge expense. Again, when Mr. Peck says that 
“Ernest Seyd came over from England with half a 
million dollars, bought out the American Congress 
and demonetized silver, making the bonds payable 
in gold, thus adding millions to their value,” he 
pays a poor compliment to his countryman, flies in 
the face of logic, and states what is not a fact. For 
in the first place, the average American congress- 
man has too high an estimation of his own worth 
to allow himself to be bribed with about a four- 
hundredth part of half a million dollars. Next, 
there was no occasion to spend money to bring 
about the so-called demonetization of silver, for 
that metal, being undervalued some three per cent 
by the ratio of 15.98 to 1, had not been coined for 
many years, had in fact demonetized itself, being 
worth more as bullion than as coin. Besides, such 
silver as had been coined up to 1873 was not de- 
monetized, but passed at its face value as it always 
had. Lastly, no well informed person now believes, 
or has ever believed, that Ernest Seyd, or any other 
person, has ever brought the amount stated, or any 
other, for any such purpose as the bribing of the 
American Congress. This will appear the moment 
Mr. Peck attempts to marshal his proofs, for there 
are none now, and none hay ever existed. The 
charge arose in the superheated brains of those 
who believe that those who differ with them cannot 
possibly differ from conviction, and that therefore 
they must necessarily have been bribed to do what 
they knew was wrong. 

Mr. Peck says further that the effect of Ernest 
Seyd’s half million dollars was to make the bonds 
payable in gold, to which it may be replied that the 
conditions of sale demanded that they should be 
paid in “coin.” Which everyone knew—there 
being no silver coin in existence, or very little— 
meant gold coin; and the only doubt which ever 
arose in the minds of the people, arose from the in- 
flation of the currency, first, by the issues of green- 
backs, and later, by the addition of the notes of the 
national banks at the close of the war, when the 
necessities of the South for currency would prob- 
ably hav brought the greenbacks up to par. Silver 
had nothing whatever to do with the case. 

Mr. Peck falls into so many misstatements of fact 
that it would be impossible to correct them all 
without making unconscionable demands on Tuer 
Trura SEEKERS space. I will therefore turn my 
attention from the dogmatic to the supposedly 

.argumentativ portions of the gentleman’s . paper. 
« Wherever paper money has been tried, it has pro- 
duced prosperous times, as it did here in 1865,” we 
are told. The so-called prosperous times were 
caused—not by paper money, but by the with- 
drawal of something like two millions of men from 
industrial pursuits into the army, thus reducing the 
. pressure for employment and raising wages. But 
these wages were largely fictitious, for the depreci- 
ation of the paper money of the country had caused 
prices of commodities to rise to about double their 
normal amount. So it is advisable to divide wages 
by two if one wishes to compare the wages of 1865 
with those of the present time. Again, when 
France paid Germany that $1,100,000, did she pay 
with “full legal-tender paper money” or with 
money made of metal? Of course with metal 
money, or at least with commodities measured by a 


-any grade. 


currency having an intrinsic basis, which simply 
proves that all money must finally be judged by 
some generally recognized standard, no matter 
what the fiat of the power which created it might 
hav been or may be. Mr. Peck says that he thinks 
that paper is more valuable than gold, because we 
can do better without the latter than without the 
former. Mr. Peck has chosen his terms badly, for 
he evidently refers to utility and not to value. A 
discusser of financial questions should be more 
careful. He thinks also that Congress can make a 
paper dollar perform all the functions of a gold 
one, which is true only to a limited extent. If 
Congress puts out no more paper dollars than 
would equal the amount of gold that would circu- 
late if there were no paper notes, such paper 
money will be equal to gold. But this is so, not 
because of the Congressional fiat, but on account 
of the need of the country for a circulating medium. 
When a gold dollar, bought with paper dollars 
made by Congress, costs $2.85, which would buy 
the most, a gold dollar or a paper one? 

When Mr. Peck says that it does not matter 
what the material may be of which money is made, 
if it be convenient, he makes convenience the stand- 
ard by which money is judged instead of value, 
which latter is the prime consideration among 
civilized people, and the assertion is simply ridic- 
ulous. But Mr.-Peck can be more abeurd still, as 
he clearly shows by the following: “ We want to 
know the length of a stick of timber, and lay on 
the rule. The rule need not be of gold or silver in 
order to measure accurately.” This would work 
all right if no exchange of the measure for the 
commodity ever took place; but suppose Mr. 
Peck were asked to exchange the thing measured 
for the yard-stick with which the measuring was 
done. What would probably be his answer? So 
of his two cows—one worth $50 and the other $20 
—which he says hav not their value affected, no 
matter what kind of money is paid for them, be- 
cause “ the money simply expresses the value of the 
cows, which is the true function of money.” If 
Mr. Peck were offered Confederate money in ex- 
change for his cows, it is probable that he would 
muster up intelligence enough to decline the offer, 
although the fiat lunatic might point out in Mr. 
Peck’s essay the assertion that such money, being 
called dollars, sufficed to accurately measure the 
value of his bovines. And he thinks he has been 
thinking when he writes thus, too. 

So of Mr. Peck’s remarks anent the trade dollar, 
which had moresilver in it than the standard dollar 
contains, but which, nevertheless, would pass only 
for its bullion worth. Is it possible that Mr. Peck 
does not know that the trade dollars were not ex- 
changeable at the public treasuries for any other 
kind of money, while the standard dollars are so ex- 
changeable for any kind of money? This is all that 
made the latter worth one hundred cents while the 
former was worth only eighty-five cents, not sixty, 
as Mr. Peck states. The government coined the 
trade dollars to order, and never was responsible 
for their redemption. 

“T am leading you along just as I would a Chris- 
tian, from the errors of superstition into the broad 
light of truth and reason,” quoth Mr. Peck, whereas 
it turns out upon investigation that Mr. Peck bases 
quite as many conclusions regarding money upon 
hearsay, surmise, and preconceived notions, as the 


Christian does of his alleged arguments in favor of. 


the fiat creation of material things by the supposed 
Almighty. Truly saith Mr. Peck when he remarks 
that the trouble arises from the fact that “men do 
not arrive at conclusions by a course of reasoning, 
but derive their financial as well as their theolog- 
ical beliefs through accidental contact with those 
who hold them.” Mr. Peck should shun in the fut- 
ure any contact with bi-metallic or silver fiends of 
E. O. Roscoz. 


Mythology and Economics. 

It was refreshing to get a word from that sturdy 
foe of religious shams and intolerance, John Peck, 
upon the supject of land, labor, and finance. He 
speaks with no uncertain meaning, and his brain 
seems as clear upon our great industrial misdirec- 
tions as upon the mythologic impositions. It is 
not my purpose, however, to recall his general 
arguments; but simply to point out a mischievous 
superstition which seems to hav escaped his atten- 
tion, the “ legal tender ” fantasy. 

Now, really what has this to- do with his sound 
and admirable presentation of the finance question? 
If the government affects the circulating medium 
as to stability of its purchasing power, it is solely 
because the credit of the nation is supposed to be 
good. The early issue of treasury notes were not 
legal tender either full or partial. Nor are national 
bank notes, silver or even gold certificates. Yet 
all of these pass in preference to coin, Our green- 


back declined to forty cents on the dollar, while the 
now-legal tender treasury note remained at a pre- 
mium with-gold, simply -because the government 
did not refuse to receive it in payment of duties. 

The greenbacks were raised at par, simply be- 
cause of John Sherman’s questionable action in 
offering to receive them in payment of duties. 
They are not even now a legal tender for the bonded 
debt. This complet-:ly shows that legal tender or 
fiat givs no purchasing power to money, and givs , 
to it no assistance in effecting exchanges, or meas- 
uring values. It is simply related to the theolog- 
ical conception of morals, with legal enforeement— 
powerless for good; almost omnipotent for evil. 
Within this generation it has canceled millions of 
debt in forty cent dollars. In the same time it 
has created billions of debt, public and private, at 
an average of fifty, which the law compels to be 
paid at one hundred. The greenback certainly 
furnishes no argument in favor of legal tender. It 
enables the financier to exact two days’ labor for 
every one received, two bushels of wheat for each 
bushel had. The benefit of the greenback issue 
would hav been greater, and the evil of it would hav 
been far less, had it been a simple treasury note 
like the first issue. 

Our United States Supreme Court sunk itself to 
a low level when it decided the legal-tender law ap- 
plicable to paper money. The Constitution ex- 
pressly prohibits the states from making anything 
but gold and silver a legal tender, or from impair- 
ing the validity of contracts, both of which this 
does. But if paper can be made a constitutional 
legal tender, then the states are compelled to en- 
force powers specifically prohibited to them. 

The logic of that court in rendering such de- 
cision hardly rises to a level with that of “the citi- 
zen of African descent,” who, wishing to purchase 
a horse, offered his note in payment, and, when 
asked what he would pay in when the note was due, 
replied, “Why, gib you another note, ob course.” 
Were our bank notes legal tender, the banks need 
only “ gib another note.” The gold and silver cer- 
tificates could be cancelled by another certificate. 
Could warehouse certificates be made legal tender 
—and they sometimes perform the functions of 
money—they could be satisfied by being duplicated. 
They would soon become valueless in commerce, 
however, and only perform the office of canceling 
debts, without the power to convey any actual 
wealth. s 

But it is said: We must hav legal tender money, 
in order to collect debts. I do not think that laws 
for forcibly collecting debts necessary to any healthy 
business; but a legal tender is not needed to the 
enforcement of such a collection. If a man fails to 
pay a debt, it can in no case be collected except 
from his assets. Whatever is found in his pos- 
session, not exempt from attachment, could be 
taken and accounted for, not at a price realized at 
a forced sale, but at the current market rate, not in 
legal tender, but in current money. Legal tender 
compels the debtor to sacrifice his goods to get 
current money, and then his money to get legal 
tender. 

Gold and silver certificates are good enough 
currency, and without law would circulate for the 
commercial value of those metals. They might not 
keep at a parity, but that would work no hardship 
to anyone. An unvarying standard of value is a 
patent impossibility. Without the legal standard, 
gold and silver coin would pass at their market 
value, relativ to other commodities. The most sta- 
ble and imperishable metal perhaps would be at 
once recognized by commerce as the most suitable 
single standard, and by that all other values would 
be determined, but would not be required in the 
discharge of debt, and therefore could not be 
monopolized. 

Legal tender has no effect in determining the 
purchasing power of money. Its only operation is 
against the lender in 2 forced loan, and against the 
borrower in a forced sale to convert his assets into 
legal money at whatever loss. Neither of these 
powers are necessary in any reciprocal and equita- 
ble exchange, and can be excused only in the exi- 
gencies of war, when all “laws are silent "—they 
are the relics of the most barbarous despotisms. 

There can be no excuse for the principle even as 
regards metallic mon€y, which is supposed to repre- 
sent value and to contain it as well. If gold is the 
nearest to the invariable standard of value, it needs 
no law to make it so. That a law is required by its 
friends, is proof that it is not invariable in the ab- 
sence of law, and that the law can work only injus- 
tice and promote advantage-taking. 

So far as I know I was the first to point out the 
pernicious working cf legal tender money. In 1848, 
reviewing Edward Kelloge’s “Labor and Other 
Capital,” I suggested that notwithstanding his 
able discussion of the subject he had by no means 
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« made it clear that the great evil of our monetary 
system “does not rest in the assumption of the 
government to make any one thing a legal tender to 
the exclusion of all others, thereby making it sub- 
ject to monopoly and to work oppressivly.upon the 
unsuspecting and unfortunate.” 

Legal tender laws in finance are what union of 
state and church is in politics, and quite as subver- 
siv of human interest and progress, and the priest- 
hood of mammon and the worship of the almighty 
(legal tender) dollar are not less blighting to human 
hope than is the priesthood and worship of religious 
creeds and idols. Profit, rent, and interest, by 
enabling the land- and money-holder to plunder 
labor through economic superstitions are twin 
brothers to tithes and church livings and the “gain 
of godliness” generally. But for the first the last 

` would fail and intolerance and persecution ceasing 
to be profitable would cease to be. 

Then let the “search light of science ” be turned 

‘full upon existing relations of land to labor, of 
money to exchange. It has been effectual in ban- 
ishing the owls and bats, the goblins and ghouls of 
superstition ; it will drive the devouring beasts of 
privileged power and demonic class rule, to the 
utter darkness of their barbaric dens. 

, J. K. INGALLS. 


Mr. Brayton Again Enlightened. 


To rax Epor or Tar Trura Seeger, Sir: I 
think “The Rich Man Defended” needs an answer. 
No doubt abler men will answer it, but every ques- 
tion, the more it is discussed from all sides, the 
better it will become understood. When we closer 
examin the claim that all men hav equal right to 
life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness, we will 
find that this principle is a dead letter, a delusion, 
at present. To exemplify it, take two new-born in- 
fants, one from a rich family and the other from a 
poor one. A person may find no difference between 
them, and could not tell one from the other. The 
rich man’s baby, say a boy, is brought up with the 
best nursing, most constant care, under the advice 
of the highly learned doctors; it receives the best- 
selected food, is dressed in the costliest cloths, and 
livs in the latest-improved, ventilated house with 
the greatest comfort; he will be sent to school, col- 
lege, and university, at whatever cost. Afterward 

. this favored one can follow any pursuit to his taste, 
or idle his lifetime away in following recreations, 
from pleasures to pleasures, good or bad ones as 
. the inclination may lead, the result—the idle brain 
will become the devil’s workshop; for this reason 
there are many times more bad men and criminals 
among the rich than we hear of or imagin. Now, 
consider the lot which awaits the poor man’s baby 
son. Itis unavoidably neglected, because his mother 
has to do her housework, or, worse still, work for a 
living. In sickness the doctor cannot be called ex- 
cept when it is ofttimes too late, or they must goto 
the dispensary. What do the doctors there cere 
whether the sick baby livs or one more goes in 
death to the grave, which, after all, I think is best 


for such a little human being. If he livs and grows } - 


up, he will hav to go to school as long as the law re- 
quires, but not longer, for he will hav to go to work, 
and bring home his small earnings to pool into the 
family’s expenses. All this time and even through 
all his lifetime, he may not get even enough bad 
food, and is insufficiently clothed and unhealthily 
housed. If he has learned a trade, is frugal, and 
has saved some money in a savings bank, how often 
has it not happened that just such a rich, pampered 
person of the above class has made away with it? 
For these rich men constitute and are the custodians 
of the poor man’s savings. Of course I do not say 
‘that all rich men are bad, but they are not my 
idols. , 

Now, every intelligent man knows that education 
promotes knowledge, and knowledge as well as 
wealth is power; therefore, in the face of these 
facts, where does the equal right to life, liberty, and 
the pursuit of happiness comein? Not in fact, not 
in theory, nor even in a court of law, as we are 
made to believe, for do we not see the rich man’s 
influence will generally get him free of his accused 
crime, while the poor man has little or no influence 
and few friends to help; with no dilatory justice he 
is sent to prison. * 

From what I read in the papers I believe there 
are more rich women shoplifters than poor ones, but 
not one in ten is prosecuted to the end. Where, 
then, is boasted equality ? 

In time of war the government calls for volun- 
teers; if not enough are forthcoming, then it takes 
recourse to conscription. Why not pursue the 
same way with the sinews of war, money? Why 
not ask for contributions, or if it fails, take the 
money by force, the same as is done with men? Is 
not wealth better esteemed and protected than poor 
blood? The poor man has to go to war; the rich 


man buys his substitute; and when they return 


they also hav to help pay the borrowed money, and 
are always comparativly higher taxed than the rich 
which latter class are too well known here as the 
tax dodgers. 

The government enacted a homestead law. It has 
done great good, but how much more of the land 
has not gone to the rich railroad schemer ? 

Has Mr. Brayton ever heard and considered how 
many hundred millions of dollars the government 
has and does still lend to the banks, to the rich 
men, without interest? And not one dollar the 
poor man can borrow from it. What right has a 
government to help a rich man establish a big plant, 
a big concern, with the damned tariff tax wrung 
from all others of us citizens ? 

Then when full grown these big concerns com- 
bine themselvs into so-called trusts to suppress all 
competition and dictate their own prices in buying 
and selling their products to us consumers. 

Why and by what moral right does a just govern- 
ment help the already rich—the manufacturers, the 
mine owners, the sugar planters, the bankers and 
capitalists—to become millionaires? What can 
be the motiv of our legislators in making such unjust 
laws? They are not stupid asaclass. Is it not 
that they are shareholders in these concerns, and 
therefore legislate for their own interest, and the 
majority of the people are wilfullyignorant? There 
are many more of Mr. Brayton’s mind, that the 
rich man’s money built up all our industries, but 
know not that they hav done it with the people’s 
money. It would be better we had ten small facto- 
ries for every very large one, and ten owners for 
them instead of one. If these factories and 
mills were built and grew up in a natural way ac- 
cording to the laws of demand and supply we would 
not hear so often of strikes and over-production. 

I do not blame the rich men as men, I blame the 
government, our legislators, for it. I blame society 
itself, for it cannot rotate out of its established cus- 
tom; it has no desire for innovation else it would hav 
changed it long ago for the better welfare of all. 
No one will deny that it would be desirable to hav 
no paupers, no beggars; that that country is the 
most contented and happy where the wealth is most 
equally distributed among its citizens. To bring 
about or near to us such a state we need, in my 
opinion, two kinds of taxes only, and all others, 
every one now in existence, should be abolished. 
For our local, city, county, and state expenses, a 
tax on ground value, all improvements freed; and for 
our general government expenses, a graded income 
tax, which is the most just tax, because borne only 
by those able to pay. Our present tax system is a 
shame for this age of civilization. 

New York Sept. 2, 1893. Frepertox Kozzy. 


The Church’s Attitude to Labor. 


Regarding .the church’s attitude toward the la- 
boring class, Bishop Fallows said, in his address be- 
fore the Labor Congress at Chicago, as reported in 
the Chicago Tribune of August 30th: 

I want the laboring man to get rid of the idea. that 


the church in any way or manner stands opposed to the 
progress and welfare of the laboring man. 


That is just what you want, and just what the 
church wants, but it is not what the laboring man 
wants. What the laboring man wants, is to get that 
idea inground and. grained in the very fibers of his 
being. The laboring man has labored too long un- 
der a delusion, the outrageous delusion, the out- 
rageous, damnable lie, that the church is the friend 
of the laborer. 

The church a friend of labor! The church has 
always taught the oppressed to “ Love your mas- 
ters.” Serve those that are in authority, for they 
are placed there by God. I hav failed to find a 
single passage in the Bible which teaches self- 
improvement, unless that passage was ascribed to 
Satan. Satan taught to eat of the fruit of the tree 
of knowledge; but the church teaches, and has ever 
taught, “ Partake not, lest ye be damned.” 

The laborer has enough, and more than enough, 
to do to support himself and family, and yet, let 
me ask, who supports the church? Who builds 
her architecture—her fine edifices, her mammoth 
cathedrals, her giant tabernacles? Who frescoes 
her walls, beautifies her cornices, carpets her aisles ? 
Who purchases her sites, her building material, her 
stained glass, her gold and silver fixtures? Who 
fills her coffers? Answer comes from a million 
tongues,—thelaborer. The hollow, sepulchral-voiced 
answer comes, rumbling up as from the bowels of 
the earth, from the ghastly lips of the tortured, 
delving miner there,—the laborer. The answer 
comes, mingled with sighs and tears, laden with 
the noxious fumes of the kitchen and the wash-tub, 
permeated with hunger’s groans, in a voice in 
which is heard the heart-throbs of woe, the hard 
breathing of despair, the ebbing blood of want,— 


the laborer. Answer comes from the sewing girl, 
the factory girl, the servant girl,—the laborer. 
Answer comes from the professor in the college 
and the drudge in the hovel,—the laborer. 

While the laborer is clothed in rags and fed 
upon husks which swine might well refuse to eat, 
his master, his God-sent master (I came near saying 
his God-damned master), is clothed in purple and 
fine linen and fares sumptuously every day. 

The poor must giv up their pittance. And who 
is benefited by this blood money ?—for it is blood 
money. Money which is wrung from the toil- 
hardened hands of labor is stained with the labor- 
er’s heart’s blood. It is robbery—downright and 
damnable robbery. He who takes from another 
money, or the equivalent thereof, without giving an 
equivalent in return is a robber. Then the church 
is a robber,for she takes moneys and buildings 
and lands; she takes the works of art, sculptures 
and paintings; she takes finely caparisoned horses 
and equipages—but why enumerate? She takes 
any and every thing with a moneyed value, and in 
return she givs—nothing. And who is the gainer? 
An insignificant handful of lazy, lying hypocrits— 
the clergy. And the clergy is the friend of labor, 
is it? Ah, my laboring friend, do not fool your- 
self. The clergyman will eat up your sustenance, 
prey upon your purse-strings, and in the end 
seduce your wife and daughter; then leave you 
with your life blasted for this world and in your 
soul a fiendish fear that you will be damned for all 
eternity. 

Bishop Fallows said, to prove that the ministers 
of the church were not antagonistic to the real 
interests of the laboring class, that no less than 
nine ministers were down as speakers on the pro- 
gram. Certainly; we expected them to force them- 
selvs forward with their usual arrogance; we ex- 
pected them to be present to retard with their 
presence and their lies all endeavors for advance- 
ment. We did not expect the power of the church 
to be unfelt; and so long as the church wields a 
power in the land, so long may we expect the bigots 
to put themselvs forward undesired and unasked to 
retard all progression toward the relief of labor. 
It has ever been the case. No improvement, no 
advancement, was ever attempted but the church 
put her veto upon it. To be sure, when some bold 
spirit established a scientific fact in spite of the 
church and her creed, in spite of her dignitaries 
and dogmas, then the church cried, “We did it! 
We did it!” 

Of all the achivements of science, all the improve- 
ments in nature, all the wonders that hav been 
brought to light in the heavens above or in the 
earth beneath, the church says, “ We did it.” “Jesus 
wept,” and well he might. Was there ever a more 
contemptible, more damnable lie? Thus, she robs 
the laborer, not only of his hard earned pittance, but 
she filches from his honest brow his laurels also. 
Who felled our forests, which for centuries had 
stood in majestic beauty undisturbed by the 
echo of the woodman’s ax sounding through the 
moss-strewn aisles? Who cleared those extensiv 
jungles, and made them fit for man to inhabit? 
Who builds our cities, builds our bridges, digs our 
canals, makes our railroads? .Who delves to the 
heart of the mountain to bring her treasures 
thence? Who dives to the depth of the restless 
deep to snatch from its hungry maw deposits pre- 
cious to human needs? Who givs to commerce its 
impetus? None but a liar or a fool would say the 
church. 

It is the sons and daughters of labor. 

The church has been a blood-sucking parasite, 
attached to the most vulnerable part of the body 
of labor, ever since the beginning of the Dark 
Ages. The church is, and has ever been, an in- 
cubus upon labor; and yet she claims to be the 
very power that rolls the wheels of time. She has 
ever held the laboring classes in a grip of iron; and 
thus she ever will, until science and Freethought 
crush the heads of the hydra-headed monster. 

The Tribune, in its account of the Labor Con- 
gress, Says; “There were no professional agitators 
present; they would hav found the atmosphere un- 
congenial. The church was well repre- 
sented; for no lessthan nine ministers were present 
to take activ part in the proceedings.” 

I want to ask any candid man or woman which 
had the best right there, the honest agitators or the 
dishonest ministers? 

The Tribune plainly shows its colors; but Ido not 
believe its colors are the colors of the Congress. My 
opinion is, with the body of the Congress, that the 
ministers were there, like the skunk in the hen- 
house, barely by sufferance. They were there to 
mingle their foul, contaminating breath with the 
pure breath of honest toil. No doubt they had a - 
call from God to be there, and had I been there, 
had felt a call to kick the fat part of their anatom 
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out of the hall, and the rest of their worthless car- 
casses with it. 

Bishop Fallows said: “ Fellow-laborers, we are 
with you, and the church is ready to stretch out the 
hand of helpfulness to help every person if he is 
starving.” Ah, indeed! No doubt the bishop will 
tell you that when starvation stared thousands of 
people in the face in Chicago (now and in weeks 
back) the church, the Christian church, was the 
first to.come forward and offer aid to the suffering. 
But it was not the goody-goody Christians ; it was 
the despised Jew. He set the example. The de- 
spised Jew, who is scourged from one land and 
driven from another; who is persecuted in every 
land; who has been a hissing and a by-word to all 
Christian sects for eighteen hundred years. He is 
the first to come forward to offer succor ; but, mark 
my words, the church will rob him of the honor. 
The church will say, as she ever has, “ We did it.” 

The three worst enemies of labor are: the clergy, 
monopoly, and class legislation. These are the 
worst, and of the three the clergy stands at the 
head. James Por CRYDER. 


Happiness, and the Way to be Happy. 


“ Pleasure and Progress.” By Albert M. Lorentz, 
LL.B. New York: The Truth Seeker Company, 
28 Lafayette place. Price, cloth, $1; paper, 50 
cents. This is No. 34 of the Truth Seeker Library. 

It is to be hoped that no one who may note the 
title of this book and the name of the author will 
be deterred from procuring and reading the volume 
merely because the author is not already famous in 
literature. Every writer has to begin, and some- 
times the maiden effort is the best of all. In this 
instance, Dr. Lorentz could easily write many books 
which would each be greatly inferior to this, and 
yet all of them be well worth reading. However, 
we need not waste time in conjecturing what he will 
do hereafter for our instruction and entertainment. 
Sufficient for to-day is the delight thereof when it 
is of such refined and exquisit nature as that fur- 
nished by “Pleasure and Progress.” 

On the title-page of this book the author states 
that it is “An attempt to prove that the pursuit of 
pleasure is the sine qua non of intellectual, moral, 
and social development, and that the promotion of 
pleasure is the duty of philanthropy and states- 
manship,” In the preface he very neatly and suc- 
cinctly indicates the purpose he had in view when 
he began his task and the methods he pursued in 
accomplishing it. This often tedious and profitless 
portion of a book is made to speak as a living per- 
sonality, informed with intellect and feeling in 
touch with nature at her best. “This book is 
written for the people by one of them. Its purpose 
is to promote the. highest happiness of humanity. 
In its pages I assail not persons but practices. I 
respect persons for their good intentions, even 
while I ridicule their beliefs. I may be convicted 
of error but certainly not of malice. It is because 
I love humanity that I hate the conditions that in 
my judgment retard its progress. If I succeed in 
impressing useful truths, I shall be happy. If any- 
body demonstrates that I am in error,I will esteem 
him as my benefactor.” 

Book I., analyzing “Pleasure,” is subdivided 
into seven chapters. These treat respectivly of the 
Sources of Pleasure, Material Pleasures, Ideal 
Pleasures, Social Pleasures, the Pleasures of the 
Savage, the Barbarian, and the Civilized, Genesis 
of Religions, and Christianity. 

Book II., devoted to “Intellectual Development,” 
consists of Chapter I., outlining the Purpose of 
Life; Chapter II., which, under the head of Ma- 
terial Pleasures, tells us about the Appetites and 
Health, and Sensations and Knowledge; Chapters 
III., IV., and V. explain the nature of Ideal Pleas- 
ures, under the sub-heads of Knowledge, Reason, 
and Character; Chapter VI. takes us into. the realm 
of Social Pleasures, and Chapter VII. deals with 
Pedagogical Despotism. 

Book III., teaching the science of Moral Develop- 
ment, has Chapter I., Morality; Chapter IT., Ma- 
terial Pleasures—Prudence; Chapter III., Ma- 
terial Pleasures—Refinement; Chapter IV., Ideal 
Pleasures—Foresight; Chapter V., Ideal Pleasures 
—Civilization, under which we find a sketch of Civ- 
ilization, and Christianity and Civilization ; Chapter 
VI., under the general caption of Social Pleasures, 
discourses upon the Power of Public Opinion, and 
Sympathy, while Chapter VII. speaks frankly of 
Vice Caused by Restraint. 

In Book IV. the reader is taken into the world of 
Social Development. Chapter I., entitled Progress, 
deals with the Law of Individual Sovereignty ; 
Chapter TI. has three sections, one devoted to Pro- 
tection, another to Capitalism, and the third to So- 
cialism ; Chapter III. tells of the Condition of Ag- 
riculture; Chapter IV. shows the relations of the 


Public Schools to Socialism; Chapter V. sets the 
metes and‘bounds of the Province of Government, 
and in Chapter VI. Dr. Lorentz givs us his opinion 
as to what is the Cause and what is the Conse- 
quence of and the Remedy for Our Social Disorder. 

Writing most graphically of ideal pleasures, our 
author necessarily has something interesting to say 
of illusions. He givs many instances of the same, 
and we reproduce here one paragraph which nar- 
rates three incidents illustrating the fact that an 
idea may perfectly counterfeit reality: 


Even when awake an idea will counterfeit reality, if it 
attracts the attention to a degree that causes ingensibility 
of surroundings. A friend of mine heard a lecturer 
describing a hunting scene so vividly that persons in the 
audience rose to see the flight of the game and the pur- 
suit of the hounds. Similar effects were produced by a 
preacher’s graphic description of a storm at sea. Among 
his auditors was a sailor, who arose and trumpeted out 
the commands appropriate on a ship in distress. More 
delightful than either of these instances is one related by 
Sir John Herschel. A village blacksmith became the 
happy possessor of a long but interesting story.. During 
a series Of summer evenings, he sat on his anvil and read 
it aloud to a crowd of open-mouthed listeners. The 
events of the story excited universal interest. The per- 
plexities of the heroine elicited universal sympathy. The 
achievments of the hero provoked universal approval. 
Finally when there was a union of the hero and heroine, 
who in the vicissitudes of the story are unwillingly sep- 
arated, the enthusiastic villagers procured the key of the 
church and rang the bell in jubilee. Now in all these 
cases, the persons who escaped deception did so only be- 
cause they retained a consciousness of surroundings. 
They saw the incompatibility between a stage and a hunt- 
ing ground, between boisterous breakers and a crowded 
church, between a grimy shop and the romantic situa- 
tion in which occurs the rapturous reunion of two lovers. 


Of theology’s wild conjectures this is good: 


We see clearly now, I think, that error and truth re- 
spectivly result from poverty and opulence in facts. In 
the path of life facts are like guide-posts. He who has 
them can reach his destination with dispatch. But he 
whose store of facts is small is confused by conjecture. 
He is constrained to rely on persons of superior knowl- 
edge. In past times, these were priests. On common- 
place matters, the priests could respond with true and 
precise answers. On graver matters, they were equally 


at fault. They, in their turn, resorted to the sacred 
writings. These were supposed to be depositories of all 
wisdom. If they could not find a question answered in 


direct and perspicuous terms, they derived it by inter- 
pretation of obscure or ambiguous passages. 

A New England congregation was sadly disturbed by 
dissensions. After vainly endeavoring to compose their 
differences, they appealed to a venerable clergyman re- 
spected far and near for his moderation and wisdom. The 
clergyman took the matter under advisement, and, after 
due deliberation, reduced his counsel to writing. At the 
same time he wrote a letter to his tenant. Inadvertently 
he directed the congregation’s letter to the tenant and the 
tenant’s to the congregation. Upon the receipt of their 
letter, the people of the congregation were summoned to 
hear its counsel. It read as follows: ‘‘You willseeto the 
repair of the fences, that they be built high and strong, and 
you will take especial care of the old black bull.” At first 
the people were perplexed. After a painful pause, an in- 
dividual wiser or more ingenious than the rest. volun- 
teered as interpreter. He said that the allusion to the 
fences was a caution against admitting incongenial mem- 
bers and that the allusion to the old black bull was a warn- 
ing against the devil, who had recently broken into their 
fold. The whole congregation was at once enlightened 
and ardently approved the clergyman’s counsels. For 
centuries the priesthood has sought for knowledge bv 
similar violent constructions. The compendium of their 
constructions is called theology. The persons who em- 
ploy this puerile metbod of investigation are called 
theologians. f 


As to the ethical basis of conduct we find much 
that is valuable in this new book. Here is a speci- 
men of the author’s crisp, explicit, convincing 
argument: 


The criterion of conduct is its outcome. If it promotes 
pleasure, it is moral. If it induces pain, it is immoral. 
These three sentences constitute the true science of 
ethics. Their explicitness makes exposition superfluous. 
Their rationalness places them above the necessity of de- 
fense. Their avowal is their vindication. They are con- 
firmed by every dictum of common sense, by every im- 
pulse of humanity, and by every purpose of conduct. 
The business man recognizes their validity by the hopes 
that are the stimulants of his enterprise. The philan- 
thropist acknowledges their validity by the comfort that 
is the aim of his benefactions. The statesman acknowl- 
edges their validity by the public welfare that is the end 
of his legislation. Their truth is implied by the abortiv 
careers that are our warnings; by the successful careers 
that are our examples; by the odium that clings to those 
who substitute a wail of woe for a shout of joy; by the 
esteem that attaches to those who chase away tears with 
smiles. If these statements are not true, we should adore 
ogres and abhor benefactors. We should emulate a 
slave-driver, instead of Wendell Phillips; and we should 
dedicate the monument of Washington to Benedict 
Arnold. : 
. Happiness is virtue. Conduct that promotes happiness 
is morality. No one of reputed sense, except theologians, 
repudiates these doctrins. No one can repudiate them 
outside of the pulpit or pew and escape imputations on 
his sanity or sincerity. Even religionists repudiate them 
only in church. The doctrins fully accord with their 
practices. They conflict only with religious professions. 
It is common to see a minister pass from a sumptuous 
parlor to a gorgeous pulpit and inculcate abstemiousness; 
or to see one of the laity pass from a banquet to his 
velvet-lined pew and testify to the merits of abstinence. 
Such incongruities are mirthful, since they are harmless. 
They now delude few even of the religionists themselvs, 


however, is a reflection on the intelligence of the times 
Although they hav beeu refuted before, I will perform the 
same Office again. Their only force is derived from re- 
iteration. The reiteration of their absurdities isthe best ` 
means for their eradication. ; 

The idea that suffering is a virtue and self-denial a 
duty originated when our ancestors were savages. They 
practiced abstinence to indulge their god. They sacri- 
ficed their goods to placate his wrath. They underwent 
torture to gain his favor. According to their view, ab- 
stinence and self-denial prevent greater evils. From 
such a standpoint, asceticism is neither madness nor 
folly. The savage practice was justified by savage belief. 
We, however, continue some of his practices, although 
we reject his doctrins. 


With one more nibble we must reluctantly turn 
from this table heaped high with delicious and 
nourishing food: 


So Isay that the regulations of the church are prompted 
less by charity than intolerance, less by humanity than’ 
persecution. Every one has occasion to see this fact 
ludicrously illustrated. On a Sunday, a pair of Obris- 
tians in a carriage will roundly berate the occupants of an 
excursion train. At noon, as they banquet with friends 
in a dining-room, they score the excursionists for ban- 
queting in a grove. Again you will see Christians re- 
turning from a party after midnight animadverting on 
the depravity of those returning from a concert saloon. 
Then again you will see an over-fed lecturer or over- 
laced lecturess holding forth on the enervating effects of 
wine-bibbing. They object to vice only that differs from 
theirs. They arraign not so much debasement as disobe- 
dience, not so much dissipation as nonconformity. 

All attempts to elevate men by authority are worse than 


‘useless. Dictation of conduct is dethronement of judg- 


ment. Persecution is more likely to excite rancor than 
morality. Punishment is morelikely to develop fear than 
principle. Conduct is not moral unless it is a true 
expression of motivs. A good deed may be prompted by 
fear as well as by virtue. The expression of lofty senti- 
ments may be prompted by hypocrisy as well as by gener- 
ous impulses. The church, however, excites terror and 
calls it virtue, compels obedience and calls it morality. 

Morality grows only in a state of freedom. The attri- 
butes of all animals correspond with their surroundings. 
Where the fox has enemies, he is sly. In Kamschatka, 
where he has no enemies, he is stupid. Where there is 
water, geese can swim. In scme desert parts of South 
America a goose can swim no better than a hen. Where 
there is winter, the bee is noted: for its providence. In 
Mexico, where summer is perpetual, it is improvident. 
So itis with men. Where they must take care of them- 
selvs, they are prudent and moral. Where they are con- 
trolled by authority, they are ignorant and vicious. 
history testifies that where men are most free, they are 
on the average most enlightened. Where tyranny is the 
most unquestioned, they are the most ignorant. Where 
conduct is most untrammeled, it is most moral Where 
it is most regulated, it is most vile. 


No penworker is always wholly right; Dr. Lo- 
rentz is to bé debited with some serious mistakes, 
but it is rarely that a writer givs the world a book 
which has so much of truth into which is woven so 
little of error. And the fundamental principles 
upon which he so strongly insists will shed a clear 
warning light upon the entrances of the misleading 
by-paths into which he has occasionally strayed, 
thus serving to keep in the broad way of logic, jus- 
tice, and liberty all reasoning men and women who 
read “ Pleasure and Progress,” a work which, taken 
all in| all, is, in the judgment of this writer, the 
best book of the year. I. C. 


The International Congress and Four Hun- 
dred Years ot Freethought. 


The International Congress has exceeded our ex- 
pectations. It has been a great event. It has 
united Liberals on a broad platform. There has 
been no endeavor to limit; but methods hav been 
combined and hereafter there will be more coopera- 
tion than ever with wider means of action. The 
best of feeling prevailed. It was in every respect a 
representativ gathering. From all over the coun- 
try the leading Liberals were present. The best 
thought of the best men was presented. The re- 
solutions had the right ring. They were radical 
and comprehensiv. , 

There will be greater interest and greater enthu- 
siasm than ever, and this is what we need first of 
all in our Liberal ranks. Napoleon understood this 
and led his men to battle with martial strains. The 
churches. understard this and depend upon corps 
@’ sprit for their largest successes. Political parties 
understand that the first necessity of every cam- 
paign is enthusiastic feeling. We cannot formu- 
late plans for practical action until first of all we 
hav the means—that is the life—to do it with. 
Nothing could be more useful than this Congress 
for it has roused Liberals, it has crested a fire 
among us, and that is just what is wanted more than 
anything else at the present time. Nothing can be 
done with a cold, inert, indifferent mass. There 
must be warmth before there can be movement. It 
is useless to organize unless you hav something to 
organize with. It is useless to dig a channel un- 
less you hav some water to run intoit. We must 
create material before we can put into work the 
glorious ideal of Freethought. 

The Congress has outlined plenty of ways to do 
something if one only has the disposition, and it is . 


The constant assertion of the doctrins of abstinence, Í to make the disposition that we hav congresses and 


-and neighbors. 
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conventions, and speeches and music. Now that 
the Congress is over let us utilize the glow and the 
splendor that has been made for Freethought over 
the land. Let ustake our special work and push it 
thoroughly. Help the Liberal journals, help the 
lecturers, talk up the Freethought university, estab- 
lish science Sunday-schools, circulate pamphlets, 
write for the press wherever you can, start a read- 
ing-room, watch the ecclesiastical enemy and be 
ready to meet him in the court, in the legislature 
and at the polls; agitate, educate, and inform and re- 
form wherever you can. That is-the way to do. 
The object of the Congress was to stir your heart 
like a flame. 
vantage and put into home work the glorious inspi- 
rations of those golden days. 

And I desire to crystallize this auspicious Con- 
gress into all its wonderful meaning both “before 
and after.” My task is to write a book of which 
this great International Congress shall be the cen- 
tral point, in which we can read the great lessons 
of the past and see the glory of the future. This 
World’s Fair is a noble hight in human history, 
and it is for Freethought to take advantage of the 


splendid occasion to realize its own greatness, its: 


victories in the past, and its powers for the future. 
What more fitting moment could there be for the 
unrolling of the panorama of “Four Hundred 
Years of Freethought? 

This great work opens upon one like a beautiful 
and boundless day. We see the night and the 
morning flowing onward into the noonday bright- 
ness. l 

In order to do full justice to this manifold sub- 
ject, I find I must divide my book into two parts. 
The first part will deal with Freethought univers- 
ally—in its world-wide aspects, in the great realms 
of philosophy, science, literature, education, ethics, 
government and politics, and the emancipation of 
woman. In this I can only survey the mountain- 
hights and broad expanses of human history, con- 
necting them in the one supreme principle of Free- 
thought. . l 

The second part will be more sociable and home- 
like, for in this I shall take up mainly the organized 
Freethought of modern times—the Liberal press, 
secular unions, federations, etc. Organized Free- 
thought is not so wide and high as that unorgan- 
ized and tremendous power which through the 


-ages has been the potent factor of human prog- 


ress, lofty and deep as the spirit of man. In 
order to understand Freethought, it is neces- 
sary .o look upon it in this two-fold way. 
Not until the last half century has there been 
any great important Freethought movement or 
Freethought press. And in this part of my subject 
we shall come into a familiar domain. We shall 
meet comrades and friends, and it will be equally 
important with the first grand department. It will 
be a kind of family record, or the history of a 
company of soldiers who hav been through storm 
and battle. Here we shall meet those with whom 
we are acquainted, with faces that we know, and in 
the picture gallery there will not only be those who 
are famous as lecturers and editors and writers, but 


. representativ Freethinkers who in other fields of 
. activity hav notably represented Freethought, men 


of business, captains of industry, pioneers, success- 
ful merchants, lawyers, doctors who hav always 
kept their colors flying and in action, hav made 
Freethought respected. It is well to see Free- 
thought not only in writing, in eloquence, in 
thought, but also in the doer. It is well to thus 
come into communication with each other, to hav a 
roster of our own ranks, and to know what the 
Freethinker is, not only in the press and on the 
platform, but in the varied life of communities. 
The history of organized Freethought and of those 
who hav been associated with it is peculiarly 
attractiv, and I shall endeavor to make it as com- 
plete and valuable as possible. Nothing of this 
kind has ever been published, and in this respect it 
will be a splendid souvenir of the International 
Congress, of the Liberal press, of the various or-. 
ganizations that hav struggled and won for human 
liberty; and of those brave workers who hav always 
been ready to stand up and be counted. The 
second part in itself, with its pictures, biographies, 
and histories, will be of great importance to every 
Freethinker who is in the harness and trying to do 
something. This will be an expression of the com- 
panionship of Freethought. It will cultivate the 
corps @ sprit. It will be the rol-call of friends 
The first part of the book will ap- 
peal to the universal world as it displays the mag- 
nificence of Fre thought in all human progress, 
but the second part will be the home-life of Free- 
thought, its comradeship, its conscious fellowship, 
its organized material, its spirit bodied forth in 
united heart and hand. 

I shall now devote myself exclusivly to the writ- 


that I can enroll them in its pages. 


Now use your brains to the best ad- |. 


ing of this book, and it will be published at the 
earliest possible moment. But I shall take time to 
do justice to the great theme. I desire, however, 
the names of all who purpose taking the book so 
Besides, I 
must hav some funds to proceed with, for the get- 
ting out of the souvenir edition—as at present 
planned—will cost at the very least $1,500, and I 
hav to depend on subscribers to furnish the funds. 
I am now going on to five hundred subscriptions, 
and I hope for one thousand; and this will make a 
power for Freethought in the years to come that 
will be of vast influence. 

In addition to the names already published are 
the following: 


Judge C. B. Waite (5 Sopin): Ji asper J. Brown. 


Frank McClure. . ©. Jacobs. 

M. L. Sims. E. ©. Sly. 

C. K. Spencer. Wm. S. Dowing. 
W. T. Galloway. G. W. Doane 
Joseph Atkins. W. W. Walker 

S B. Munn. B. C. Murray. 

H. M. Buell. Mrs. M. F. Carver. 
Wm. Whittick. ‘Leroy Dutton. 
Franklin G. Wells. Geo. H. Look. 
George W. Robinson. B. Thorpe. 


N. D. Goodell. Sam 'el D. Moore. 


Uriah Fritz. D. A. Blodgett. 
Mr. and Mrs. M. O. Brewer. M. P. Steele. 

. F., Fobes. ` S. W. Bowers. 
L. DeWitt Griswold. A. Peterson. 


Lewis Moffitt. 
Charles Davenport. 
J. A. Munn. 

Wm. C. Decker. 
Sophia B. Robinson. 
Wm. Dickson, Sr. 
F. Schornhorst. 

H. I. Daigle. 


S. Sharp (8 copies). 

Joel B. Parker. 

R. A Hardee, (5 copies). 
Mabel W. Tarbell. 

J. H. Sloma. 

Susan M. Brady. 

Dr. P. C. Mosier. 

Wm. Mansfield. 


J. M. Monroe. John Sawvel. 

Abijah Lamb. Jobn Souter (2 copies). 
L. N. Stevens. A. H. Dwight. 

J. B. Schueller. Sol. Benson. 

John G. Kendell. M. S. Troyer. 

Will Barry. C. W. Havlicek. 

Albert Barwis. W. ©. Sturoc 

E. P. Peacock. A. C. Smith 


A. C. Humphrey. C. Fannie Allyn. 
Mrs. J. R. Monroe (5 copies).F. J. Porter. 


Joseph Fortier. Charles Eggert. 
B. Marcuse. John Brosie. 
E. P. Bly. J. B. Janin. 
John G. Cooper. Peter Sinclair. 
Miss Jennie Armstrong. Wm. Josepb. 


Wm. Baldridge. 
J. M. Kendall. 
M. A. Goodwin. 
Maxwell Ramsby. 
Warren Carsoner. 
Owen Jones. 


Sam E. Nicoles. 

Dr. W. B. Radford. 
Wm. D. Rockwood. 
Chas. T. Harris. 

Wm. © Howard. 

Dr. R. Greer (5 copies). 
Mrs. S. C. Gilpatrick. Charles Werner. 
S. Toomey (6 copies). GC. M. Buck. 


This is an inspiring array of names, with those 
already on the roll Let us make usa full regiment 
of one thousand of the world’s Freethinkers for the 
book. 


The following from a repres:ntativ Freethinker 
of the Old World shows the universal interest in 
this great undertaking: 

B:ruineHam, Enea. Ave. 11, 1893. 

My Drar Putnam: I hav been delighted with your let- 
ters from Chicago. Glad you are publishing ‘‘ Four 
Hundred Years of Freethought.” The work is sure to be 
of great value, Put me down for a copy, and I will do 
my best to get it circulated in England. 

CHarurs Watts. 

Address all communications for me hereafter to 
28 Lafayette place, care of Tue Trur SEEKER, 
New York. Samve. P. Purnam. 


Kansas Notes. 


Judge Louis A. Myers, of the second judicial 
district, is a Freethinker. In fact nearly all of the 
prominent public men of Kansas are very liberal in 
their religious views. Kansa 'is destined to become 
a Freethought domain. It is evident that her citi- 
zens want freedom in every form, and they are 
ready to fight for their rights. 

The Kansas City Star says that there are only two 
preachers left at Wellington to scatter seeds of 
grace. It is doubtful as to whether the Star can 
say the above with proprietry. As a general rule 
these preachers scatter seeds of disgrace. We 


would infer so, at least irom a careful perusal of 


Billings’ “ Crimes of Preachers.” 


Oakley, Kan., is having a spell of dry weather 
and a religious revival. It is hard to tell which is 
the dryest, the weather or the revival Only one 
person has been converted, and, according to the 
Graphic, she had to be baptized in a farmer's wa- 
tering trough on account of a scarcity of water. 
This 1s religion “cut and dried.” 


Col. Robert G. Ingersoll will speak in one Kan- 
sas town during his western tour. He is billed for 
Atchison on Oct. 21st. It is believed that the opera 
house will be crowded to its utmost capacity. His 


subject will be “ Myth and Miracle,” and it is hoped 
that those of our citizens who are deluded by the 
dogmas of such a religion will turn out “and let the 
light shine in their eyes,” providing they are not so 
blind that they cannot see the light. We hope to 
hav the able young Charlesworth or the brilliant 
Putnam with us this winter. 

There is one institution in Kansas that the state 
should feel proud of, and that is her historical 
society. Freethought literature is by no means de- 
barred from the library of this institution. A great 
many Freethought works are to be found on its 
shelvs. Judge F. G. Adams, the very efficient sec- 
retay, is one of the most liberal of men. He is free 
from bigotry and malice and has conducted the 
affairs of the society in a fair and impartial manner. 
All papers and books pertaining to freethought and 
reform are accepted by the library. 


Kansas can boast of one of the oldest and most 
faithful Freethinkers in the United States, and one 
who has not been afraid to “beard the lion in his 
den.” He is old and decrepit. He has for a long 
time been in destitute circumstances and almost 
without sustenance; but he has a brave heart and a 
noble mind and has probably done more good for 
the cause of mental freedom in Kansas than any 
other man. He can justly be called “The Father 
of Freethought.” I refer to that brave old hero, 
Prof. J. H. Cook, of Columbus, whose name is 
familiar to every Freethinker in the United States. 
How glad I was to hear that he attended the great 
Congress and that he was honored and generously 
provided for by that body. 

Grorar J. REMSBURG. 

Atchison, Kan., Oct. 15, 1893. 


° 


Lectures and Meetings. 


Tue Manhattan Liberal Club meets every Friday even- 
ing, at eight o’clock, in German Masonic Hall, No. 220 
East Fifteenth street, New York. Its lectures for Octo- 
ber are: 

October 27th.—‘‘ Arbitration:” Albert Day. 
November 3d.—Jobhn R. Charlesworth. 
E. B. Foors, JR., Presiding Officer. 


As previously announced in our columns, John R. 
Charlesworth will commence a tour Eastward. The fol- 
lowing appointments are on his list, and friends along the 
route desiring lectures should address him at once: 

Nov. 3 Manhattan Liberal|Nov.19 Boston, Mass. 
Club, New York.; ‘‘ 26 Philadelphia, Pa. 

‘© 5 Newark, N. J. Dec. 3 Alliance, oO. 

“ 12 East Dennis, Mass. “ 14,15,16, Waterloo, Ind 

‘© 1415, Osterville, ‘‘ ** 17 Chicago, Ill. 

« 16 Cotuit, rs 


Tue Brooklyn Philosophical Society holds meetings 
every Sunday afternoon at3 o’clock in Long Island Busi- 
ness College, South Sixth street, between Bedford and 
Driggs avenues. Program of Lectures for October: 
October29th. ~- Mr. S P. Putnam, ‘‘The Bible and Mod- 

ern Thought.” 

November 7th.—Miss Voltairine de Cleyre. (Subject to 
be announced hereafter.) i 

November 14th.—Dr. Frances Emily White, ‘‘A Study 
in Sociology.” 

November 2ist.—Ida ~“. Craddock, ‘‘Survivals of Sex 
Worship in Christianity and Paganism. What 
Christianity Has Done for the Marital Relation.” 

November 28tb.--Mrs C. B. Kilgore, ‘‘The Congress of 
Religions.” 


Tuer Women’s LIBERAL Leagusn, of Philadelphia, will 
meet on and after October 17th in the Skerrett Buildiug, 
northeast corner of Ridge avenue and Green street, Tues- 
day evenings at 8 o’clock. 

October 31st —Rev. Wm. I. Nichols, ‘‘ Unitarianism; Its . 
History and Principles.” 


Tur Ohio Liberal Society meets in College Hall, 168 
Walnut street, Cincinnati, Sunday evenings at 7:45, 
prompt. Admission is free. Program to December: 
October 29th.—Prof. J. S. Van Cleve, Ph.D., ‘‘The 
Historic Christ.” 

November 5th.—C. O. Wilmot, ‘The Christ of Myth 
and Mystery.” i 

November 12th.—Judge Alfred Yaple, economic lecture, 
(subject to be announced). 

November 19th.— Allen O. Myers, ‘Was Judas Iscariot 
a Traitor?” f 

November 26th.—Mrs. A. L. Fealy, of Dayton, O., 
“© Truth and Fallacy of Christian Science.” 


How to Help The Truth Seeker. 


1. When renewing get a friend to subscribe and thus 
save a half doljar apiece. 

2. Get your newsdealer to display it on his stand or in 
his shop window. Be sure that he displavs the pictures. 

3. Get your newsdealer to keepin stock one or more 
copies, with your guarantee to take off his hands at the 
end of the week any that remain unsold. If he exhibits 
them the pictures alone will sell them. 

4. Take a few extra copies and circulate them among 
your acquaintances. On your request, we will send you 
back-number sample copies free. : , 

5. Leave a copy occasionally where it will be picked up 
—in the train, in the factory, in the meeting room, in the 
cigar store. in the barber-shop. Leave it picture-side up. 

6. Keepin your pocket some of our cheap tracts and 
when convenient hand ove to a friend. : 

7. Get a new subscriber by perenading some friend t^ 
take it. 


| Detters of Friends. 


f 
f 
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: More Pledges for the University. 


4 


P Santa Croz, Can., Aug. 27, 1893. 


Mr. Epnrror: Tax Trora SEEKER and 
books hav arrived and we are much 
pleased with them. I will do all in my 
power to increase the circulation of your 
splendid paper in this part of the world. 
If Ingersoll university is started I will add 
$10 to Mr. Wittenberg’s $5, and Mr. John 
W. Laine says he will add $10 more. 

Fraternally yours, Jonn MoKenna. 


Christianity Is Nothingism. 

CmHroo, Wy., Apr., 30, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: Send your paper right 
along, for you can count me one of the 
stayers as long as you keep Lord Heston 
at work on the front and back of it, keep- 
ing at the same time its columns open to 
Christian, heathen, Jew, and gentile alike 
to discuss the merits of nothingism that 
givs employment to seventy thousand howl- 
ers, clubbing the devil in public, and with 
a tickler furnished that they may pri- 
vately tickle him for giving them such a 

fat job. Yours for equality, 
J. T. HELM. 


[Infidel Bible-Reading. 
Oct. 15, 1893. 
Mer. Eprror: In the Utica Saturday 
Globe of September 23d T find the follow- 
ing: ‘‘Rev. T. De Witt Talmage offered a 
reward of $100, Sunday, to any Infidel 
who could prove by one witness that he 
had read the Bible through twice. The 
doctar said he did not believe that any In- 


fidel alive had read it thoroughly.” 


Of course, to prove by one witness a 
double reading of the Bible would seem to 
be a difficult thing for an Infidel to do, 
but no more difficult for the Infidel than 
for the Christian. His own belief that no 
living Infidel had read it thoroughly is 
evidence cf either ignorance or falsehood 
on his part. 

It is a fact well known and acknowl- 
edged by most investigators that the 
strongest Infidels are those who hav 
studied and read the Bible most thor- 
oughly. In most cases it is this thorough 
aud careful reading and consideration of 
the contents of the Bible, and a search 
also after the source of these contents, 
that has made the Infidel. This holy talk- 
ing machine has stated what he asserts to 
be his own belief. I feel I hav a right to 
state my own, which is to the effect that 
the strongest and most zealous Christians 
are those who, when they read the Bible 
at all, read it as the Asiatic turns his 
prayer wheel, and absorb at the same time 
about as many ideas. If they stumble 
upon a passage that seems strangely at 
variance with reason, contradictory, im- 
probable, or inconsistent, they pass it by 
ag one of the divine mysteries of the book 
too deep for human understanding. 

J. B. Swett. 


Will Work Saturday and Sunday, Hell 
or No Hell. 
CONCORDIA, KAN., June 17, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: I notice the figures on my 
tab read ‘June ist, 93,” which means 
‘‘time is up,” or its equivalent, and would 
be in plain English, ‘‘Send $3 to E. M. 
Macdonald for the grand old Trota 
SEEKER (and read your own paper instead 
of the editor’s).” I hav been taking TuE 
TRUTH SEEKER for several years, and it 
has almost became & household necessity, 
although I began to think I would hav to 
stop it on account of the drought; but 
God (nature) has blessed us with plenty of 
rain lately, so I guess I can keep right on 
feasting on mental food for another year, 
at least. 

I am a farmer, and hav divided my time 
as follows: Eight hours for labor, eight 
hours for sleep, and eight hours for recre- 
ation. Now, as I hav written in previous 
letters that my neighborhood is noted for 
piety, I will tell you what my neighbors 
say about it. One says, ‘If you don’t 
quit your Sunday labor, you will go to 
hell;” another says, ‘‘If you don’t stop 
working on Saturday, you will go to hell;” 
but I quote the eleventh commandment to 
them, viz., ‘‘Mind your own business;” 
and keep right on, hell or no hell. 

I will send you a few names of Liberal 
men, to whom you may send sample 
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copies. I lend my papers wherever I can 
got anybody to read them, and if you will 
send me some back numbers I will scatter 
them in as good soil as possible. 

Yours respectfully, J. L. BOWLING. 


What Does It Mean ? 

Sroxane, Wasu., September 27.—A 
new religious movement has been started 
in Spokane, and over one hundred mem- 
bers of churches of all denominations hav 
formed an association to compel everybody 
to attend church. A careful canvass is to 
be made of the city, and everyone who 
does not attend church will be listed, and 
a set of books is to be kept open for in- 
spection, which will be called the blacklist 
books. The only way anyone can get 
their name off the books is to go to church 
for three consecutiv Sundays. There is 
considerable excitement over the move- 


ment. 
Narrrs, N. Y., Oct. 5, 1893. 

Mez. Eprror: The above was clipped 
from the Missouri World, and it, must 
mean a great deal more than is expressed 
in the above article, unless one reads be- 
tween the lines. I suppose all churches 
keepa list of the names of members of their 
churches, and these members are sup- 
posed to attend church, But I apprehend 
that most churches would object to having 
this list of names, called the ‘‘black- 
list.” It seems to smack of the idea of the 
**black sheep in the flock.” There must 
be some odium or disability connected 
with this ‘‘ black-list,” or there would not 
be *‘ considerable excitement over the 
movement.” Why should a careful can- 
vass of the city be made unless some 
penalty is to be inflicted upon the ‘‘non- 
church-goers?” Are those who do not at- 
tend church to be boycotted in their busi- 
ness and regarded as ‘‘black sheep” in 
society? There must be some object in 
keeping open books for inspection. 

I dare venture the assertion that when 
the true inwardness of the black-listing 
operation is made to appear, that it is a 
crawfish movement back toward the Dark 
Ages. The teeth and claws of the old 
monster are merely covered with gauze— 
the feline disposition has not been elim- 
inated—and she is just as ready to pounce 
upon the unsuspecting as she was three 
hundred years ago. 

‘Eternal vigilance is the price of lib- 
erty.” Ibelieve in toleration, and I be- 
lieve in equal rights, and when I am 
threatened with penalties because I do not 
attend their religious jamborees, I will 
risk a sniff of gunpowder, as old as I am, 
and may the Lord hav mercy on their lit- 
tle, nasty souls. JOHN PEOK. 


Attempts to Find God Are Futile. 
Gorpen, Ia., March 7, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: I hav been much inter- 
ested in your anti-design articles. You 
hav presented many good points, and 
covered nearly the whole ground, although 
much might still be said without in the 
least convincing those who areso constituted 
mentally that they cannot get along with- 
out a giant spook as a moving power of 
the universe. Itis of no use to ask them 
who made the giant spook? They account 
for his existence as Topsy did for her 
own— ‘‘ Just: growed.” 

Iam often asked, ‘‘ How did all these 
things come to be”—refering to the phe- 
nomena of nature—‘‘and what is it all 
for, if death ends all?” And I tell them 
these things are simply a natural result 
of allthat has gone before; the effects of 
an infinite chain of cause and effects 
which reaches backward into eternity 
and forward just as far. Thisis the God 
without beginning and without end, 
And these things were not made for 
anything. But they cannot get the God 
and design idea of their minds, or rather 
it fills the place where their minds ought 
to be. 

The best argument against the God idea, 
the one which leaves them no way to 
dodge, no means of escape, as you attack 
them on their own ground, is this: God 
at some time created the universe. 
‘Whether it was a six days’s creation or 
the result of a succession of creativ acts, 
makes no difference, At some time dur- 
ing his existence he created the universe, 
This being the case there must hav been 
something prompting or impelling him to 
create it at the time and in the manner 
in which he did. This places the inspir- 
ing cause beyond him, subjects him to 
condition, and makes him only one smgll 


link in the endless chain of cause and 
effect, and therefore not God. 

Now, while the believers are rushing 
around red-hot after God, asserting that 
the belief in and worship of God is all 
that builds up and elevates man, they 
forget that he gets along first-rate with- 
out such worship and belief, and is bigger 
and better than they all. It may be said 
that he believes in himself, and therefore 
is God. Then let man believe in himself, 
and he will grow as great and good. And 
judging from the book which God is said 
to hav written or dictated, he will not at- 
tain an exalted ideal. 

Yours for man and him ennobled, 

R. N. Howe. 


The Era of Man. 
New York, N. Y., Oct. 12, 1893. 
Mr, Eprror: Your report about the ac- 
tion of the Congress in regard to the 


Bruno or Era of Man Calendar is not quite | 


straight. It should be revised thus: 

In response to a call from Mr. Putnam 
and the audience, Mr. Wakeman concisely 
explained the. significance of the words 
t‘ Eraof Man,” which headed the banner de- 
signed by Dr. L. Z. Coman and presented 
by the Liberals of Boulder, Col. This 
Era, Mr. Wakeman stated, was first pro- 
posed by him in a course of articles in 
Tur TRUTH SEEKER some ten years ago, 
and had been largely approved and 
adopted by Liberals. He also referred to 
the meaning of the letters U. M. L. as the 
motto of Universal Mental Liberty, and 
as the intellectual side of the Era of Man 
and its inevitable concomitant. At the 
end of Mr. Wakeman’s remarks Mr. Put- 
nam moved that the Era of Man be 
adopted and recommended for dating 
purposes among Liberals. This motion 
was seconded with applause and was 
adopted unanimously. Three cheers were 
then given for the new date and the Con- 
gress, 

Some years ago the editor of Lucifer 
made a pretty good statement of the his- 
torical reasons for this new era, which, 
with a slight amendment, I send herewith, 
and ask you to reprint: 

OUR DATE, ‘f E.M. 293,” 

We date from the first of January One 
Thousand Six Hundred and One. This 
Era is called the Era of Man (E.M.) to 
distinguish it from the Theological Epoch 
that preceded it. In that epoch the earth 
was supposed to be flat, the sun was its 
attendant light revolving about it. Above 
was heavev, where God ruled supreme 
over all potentates and powers; on earth 
ruled the Pope as the vicegerent of Qod; 
below was the kingdom of the Devil, Hell. 
So taught the Bible. Then came the New 
Astronomy, the Astronomy of Copernicus, 
Bruno, and Galileo. It demonstrated that 
the earth is a globe revolving about the 
sun; that the stars are worlds and suns; 
that there is no ‘‘ Heaven” or hell and no 
“up” and ‘‘down” in space. Bruno 
sealed his devotion to the new truth with 
his life on the 17th of Februray, 1600. At 
the beginning of the Seventeenth Century 
Grotius wrote the first work on Inter- 
national Law: India and America were 
opened up to civilization; Shakspere pro- 
duced his immortal works, and the New 
World of Science and Man, instead of 
Revelation and God, fairly began. 

_T. B. WAKEMAN. 

[The only difference in the two accounts 
is that the Tar TRUrH SEEKER reporter 
took it down as it occurred, and Mr. 
Wakeman writes it out as it ought to hav 
occurred. But it’s all the same.—Ep. T.S.] 


A History of the War. 
New Oampnra, Kan., Oct. 9, 293. 

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF, Gen. E. M. Mac- 
DONALD: Your subordinate officer in com- 
mand of the grand army of freedom of 
Central Kansas reports from the field of 
battle as follows: 

You know he has had several skirmishes 
with General (Rev.) Mucklow, command- 
ing the opposing forces, as you will find 
by my last two letters recorded in your 
ledger (Tue TRUTH SEEKER). Those two 
letters went to show how he had me sup- 
pressed, and how I had him suppressed, 
or cut off from his communications. Is it 
any wonder that hostilities were renewed 
when we both were really claiming the 
victory? We claimed the victory because 
he made an assault on our lines and we 
had repulsed him, as we thought (a la 
answer through the Salina Union to an-at- 
tack from the same source, to which answer 


he did not reply), but lo and behold, he sent | 


me an invitation to attend my own fa- 
neral as it were, a place to which we will 
never go willingly—that is, he invited 
me to come and hear him discuss the 
various issues between Christianity and 
Liberalism, the cause of the war; and so, 
as he had retreated to his fortress (the 
coward’s castle—the pulpit) and issued such 
an invitation, and as he no doubt con- 
sidered his position impregnable, we 
thought we had better move cautiously, 
and we finally decided upon sending. to 
you for reinforcements (sample copies of 
Tar TRUTH SEEKER and other literature), 
inclosing to you the card of invitation, 
with some of the promises to pay, to show 
you the necessity of responding quickly 
to the call, which you did. When the 
troops arrived, at the first order, ‘‘ fire,” 
they mowed down whole platoons of the 
enemy—emptied the pews—and it was im- 
possible for them to close up their “ranks. 
We don’t see what your men’s guns were 
loaded with—‘‘rocks” perhaps—at any 
rate they ‘‘fetched down a bagful.” Your 
regulars (we don’t like to admit it) did 
much better service than our provincial 
troops. 

Now, since the battle, listen to what he 
says of the enemy: ‘‘ They are all fools;” 
and again: ‘‘ They are more numerous than 
one would think;” and—‘‘ There are more 
enemies [Tnfidels and Atheists at Bavaria, 
Kan. ] to the square inch than any other 
place in the county; but there seems to 
be a good deal of it in and about New 
Cambria, and the Christianity is of a kind 
that don’t amount to much ”—that is dead. 
Gen. T. H. Terry no doubt will feel 
flattered, while we must confess that we 
feel somewhat envious. They must hav 
some mighty good recruiting officers up 
there at Bavaria. Ifwe get in a close 
place again we will send more of that 
promis to pay and we know we will get re- 
lief immediately. Hoping to hear of my 
early promotion, I remain, 

Your humble and obedient servant, 

Jons W. ABBOTT. 


Strike While the Iron Is Hot. 
; Woopviuiz, O., July 10, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: The clouds of battle be- 
tween Freethought and Christianity for 
supremacy in America are growing darker 
daily. Never before were those two 
powers so determinedly arrayed against 
each other. Heretofore Christianity has 
dictated, and Freethought, through fee- 
bleness, has been forced to obey. But 
slowly, silently, a great change has been 
wrought. The under-current has worked 
its way to the surface, and the withering, 
blood-stained creed now finds itself con- 
fronted by an enemy whom it is bound to 
respect. It can no longer crush with 
hands of iron all who cry out against its 
unholy usurpation. It still possesses the 
power to fight, but it has an antagonist able 
and willing to giv it battle. It closed the 
gates of the World’s Fair on Sunday, but 
its once feeble rival opened them again in 
spite of it. It can still ride a cowardly 
Congress, but it got cuffed when it flung 
its impudent pretenses in the faces of the 
American people. 

In opening the Fair on Sunday, an ad- 
vantage of great importance to the cause 
of Freethought has been gained, and now 
that success has once crowned our efforts, 
we must continue the fight until we hav 
driven superstition from its remaining 
strongholds. 

The leaders of the Ohristian religion 
now realize for the first time that the hu- 
man brain has slipped from beneath their 
grasp—that the mind of the world is, 
against them. They realize that the 
wounds which their pet faith hag received 
in England and America at the hands of 
Liberals must be healed now or they will 
prove fatal; and we see in the present 
mighty efforts for their supremacy in Amer- 
ica the votaries of a dying faith driven to 
desperation. 

. It is a very popular opinion among Lib- 
erals that Christianity is on her last legs, 
that she is struggling in the throes of 
death; but that is asad mistake. True, 
she has long since passed her meridian, 
and is declining toward the western hori- 
zon, but she has enough of vitality remain- 
ing to revive at the sight of a possible 
victim for her merciless jaws. Should she 
at the present moment succeed in getting 
her despotic principles incorporated into 
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our laws, she would rekindle like a smol- 
dering fire on which fresh fagots hav been 
thrown, and a repetition of the French 
Revolution would be the almost inevitable 
consequence. 

The time has come when a mighty blow 
must be struck. Two great armies, Free- 
thought and Christianity, liberty and 
bondage, stand arrayed against each other. 
Both cannot conquer — one must fall. 
Which gshallit be? I ask, in the name of 
freedom, which shall it be? No person, 
male or female, who is in sympathy with 
the cause of liberty, should shrink from 
duty now. A herculean task is to be per- 
formed, and we must put forth every ef- 
fort and win this battle, or the cause of 
Freethought in this country is lost, and 
with it the life-work of many of the best 
men on whom the sun has ever shone. 

Through a mistaken idea a large per- 
centage of the American people consider 
this conflict as a matter of no real im- 
portance, and take no part or interest in it 
one way or the other, but lull themselvs 
into a false security, without considering 

` whence that security is to come. 

Another class, appropriately called ‘‘si- 
lent skeptics,” are more useless still. I 

` cannot regard them otherwise than with 
contempt. In their hearts they are unbe- 
lievers in orthodox Christianity; would be 
“tickled to death” to see Infidelity gain 
the ascendancy, but hav not the moral 
courage to make their wishes known lest 
the minister should ‘‘call them down” or 
“the girls might not like it.” How will 
thé girls like it when they become aware 
that those dear boys are a lot of hypo- 
crites? I dare say that their opinion will 
not be a very flattering one. 

I hav never concealed my antagonism 
to the Christian faith from the public ear, 
nor hav I (to my knowledge) ever forfeited 
the friendship or goodwill of any person 
by expressing my views, though I hav met 
a great many Christians, including some 
ministers, in controversy. 

Yours for Freethought and Liberty, 

Guorex H. TURNER. - 


Binghamton’s Side Show. 
Oct. 3, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror:, The city of Binghamton 
which has been long known as the Parlor 
city, from its broad, clean streets, beautful 
residences, magnificant public buildings 
and charming parks and pleasure resorts, 
yet counts much upon the splendor of its 
church edifices as the chief attractions to 
the place. There are some thirty-six of 
these churches, and with few exceptions 
they are large and imposing -structures, 
fitted up with all the pomp and luxury of 
wealth, and well calculated to inspire with 
awe and admiration the ignorant and su- 
perstitious. Last winter the First Baptist 
church, on Chenango street, was burned, 
but is being rebuilt at an expense of over 
$60,000, while the Catholics are building 
a still more costly temple on Court street, 
and but recently the Universalists dedi- 
cated a pretty little church on Exchange 
street, erected at a cost of between $20,000 
and $80,000. Notwithstanding all this 
Binghampton has suffered much from the 
financial depression of the past few 
months. Many of the people who depend 
upon the manufactories of the city for em- 
ployment hav been out of work, or hav 
been compelled to work on reduced time 
and at reduced wages, and these are the 
ones, especially among the Catholics, who 
hav been called upon to contribute largely 
to the erection of these temples of the 
supernatural. Besides, the city boasts of 
two Young Men’s Christian Association 
halls, another for the young women, and 
still another for the Woman’s Christian 
Temperance Union, with all of its aux- 
iliaries, sub-societies, and under-organi- 
zations. 
` There are very few people in the city 
who know anything about the principles 
of Liberalism; nearly all are held in the 
yoke of Christianity, yet there is a sense 
of uneasiness, doubt, and unbelief exist- 
ing, which is a source of much discomfit 
to the clergy and their more enthusi- 
astic followers, in consequence of which a 
large union tabernacle has been erected, 
and the Rev. B. Fay Mills employed to 
conduct a long series of revival meetings, 
with the hope of securing converts and 
whipping the delinquent and lukewarm 
into line, This side show will be the chief 


entertainment for months to come, if we 
except the Salvation Army, which we 
omitted to mention above, that nightly 
parades the streets, and holds open-air 
meetings. A veritable crusade of the 
bloody cross, though we hope not a dan- 
gerous one, thanks to the noble phalanx 
of Infidel martyrs who bav purchased our 
liberty and safety with their lives and 
sufferings, 

These meetings hav been largely adver- 
tised in the city papers, and by glaring 
handbills distributed promiscuously about 
the streets, in the homes and public build- 
ings, on the street cars and railways, and 
which are found blowing about like au- 
tumn leavesin every wind. Cards of invi- 
tation hav also been issued, which are 
given to every man, woman, and child, 
and every imaginable device to advertise 
them has been resorted to, even to the 
blotting tablets found on the desks of mer- 
chants, bankers, and shop-keepers. 

Large bulletin boards hav also been 
erected in front of the various churches, 
painted in colors, giving a description 
of the meetings at the Mills’ Taber- 
nacle, and telling of the great divines 
who are expected to air themselvs be- 
fore the assembled multitudes. If these 
bulletins could only be illustrated by 
some of Heston’s cartoons, they would 
make excellent circus or theater bills. 
Yet, after all, their real object is to giv 
notoriety an? popularity to the priests, 
and fill their pockets with ready cash. 

At the opening meeting last evening 
over four thousand people were gathered, 
the largest Binghampton audience ever 
under one roof, while the clergy expressed 
their pleasure and approbation in every 
look and gesture. Verily they expect to 
reap a rich harvest—of souls, of course— 
but then it will take a good many converts 
to bleed the amount of expenditure for 
these meetings out of, as it will easily ex- 
ceed $10,000. Butif they do not succeed 
in doing this, they will hav the satisfac- 


.| tion of spouting to the people, of demon- 


strating their importance, while the latter 
pay the bills. 

At the same time, that handmaid of 
Christianity, rum, is dealt out in over 
three hundred different places, in every 
case, so far as I am able to learn, by men, 
and women, who believe in ‘the Christian 
religion. If some of these rich men’s 
Sundsy club houses could be turned into 
halls of education and science, where men 
and women could be taught self-reliance, 
true manhood and true womanhood, and 


how to rightfully enjoy the privileges and. 


pleasures of life, Binghampton, and all 
other places, for that matter, would soon 
experience a change for the better, which 
they never can hope to enjoy, so long as 
overshadowed by a superstition and idol- 
atry, which has too long been a festering 
sore to our fair republic. These things 
show how great is the enemy with which 
Liberalism must struggle in the years to 
come. ADDISON ELLSWORTH. 


Equal Rights and no Favors. 
RUTLAND, VT., Oct. 2, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: I regret that so many of 
our people who profess to be—and they 
really think they are—Freethinkers hay 
neglected to study the great social ques- 
tion, except in so far as relates to church 
dogmas. But, notwithstanding, I rejoice 
‘over the fact that we feel free to exchange 
views. 

My attention has been attracted to an 
article in Tue TRUTH SEEKER of Septem- 
ber 2d by Asa W. Brayton. He has 
studied far enough to see that ‘‘ the 
church and politics are exchange part- 
ners,” and that ‘‘our nation is drifting 
away from the principles that made usa 
free people.” Would that all men had 
studied thus far. But when he comes to 
consider the claim that ‘‘all men hav an 
equal right to life, liberty, and the pursuit 
of happiness,” it seems to me he fails to 
follow out that claim. He says: ‘‘ When 
we look around us over the state of our 
own nation that we call governed by free 
institutions that claim all men to hav 
equal right to life, liberty, and the pur- 
suit of happiness, we see one man’s right 
ig as good to get and hold property as 
another’s, but it seems that all men hay 
not the gift to do so.” 

Surely one man’s right is as good as 
auother’s, if we remove the obstacles 


which society has put in the way, that 
make it necessary for man to hav a ‘‘ gift” 
in order to obtain that right. Naturally, 
all hav the same right; but under the un- 
natural conditions in which society’s rules 
hav placed us many are deprived of that 
right. Mr. Brayton wants to know how 
we can blame the rich man for using his 
money as he may think best. We cannot 
blame him, but we can blame ourselvs for 
allowing a condition to prevail which givs 
him an undue advantage over other men 
simply because he has money, no matter 
how he obtained it. He says the rich man 
“Wants to atd to his pile, so we see him 
building factories and making railroads 
and all the great improvements of our 
country,” —but stop a minute! If the rich 
man wants to add to his pile, why should 
he not do so by the fruits of his own labor, 
the same as any poor person has to? 
Then again: Does the rich man build fac- 
tories, make railroads and all the great 
improvements of our country? Is it not 
the laboring man who does all this? 
Money cannot build factories, nor produce 
manufactured goods, nor build railroads, 
nor vroduce the products of the country 
which railroads are employed in transport- 
ing over the country. 

Labor does all this, and without labor 
nothing can be done. Continuing, he 
says: ‘‘and-in so doing giv employment 
to thousands of poor people, and this givs 
the poor man a chance to feed and clothe 
himself and family too.” But how does it 
happen that the power rests with the rich 
man to giv employment to thousands of 
poor people? If poor people hav not the 
power to giv themselvs employment and 
the rich man has not only the power to giv 
himself employment, but the power to giv 
employment to thousands of poor people 
as well, can it be said that the right of the 
thousands of poor people to get and hold 
property is as good as the rich man’s? 
How did the rich man obtain the right to 
giv employment to thousands of poor peo- 
ple, and how did the thousands of poor 
people lose the opportunity to giv them- 
selvs employment? It seems quite plain 
to me that the rich man has deprived these 
thousands of poor people of their natural 
right to giv themselvs employment by 
monopolizing the natural opportunities, 
and that, by virtue of this monopoly, he 
exacts of them—for the privilege of exer- 
cising their natural right to giv themselvs 
employment—that they furnish food, 
clothing, 
family, and many luxuries besides, off the 
proceeds of their labor. It is not becaure 
of a fellow-feeling that he giva employ- 
ment to these poor people, but because he 
can profit off the labor of his fellow-man. 
If the rich man is to pose as a philan- 
thropist he must allow the poor man to 
retain all the proceeds of his labor—for 
what right has he to the products of the 
poor man’s labor, except the right of 
might? We do not say that the poor man 
should hav more of the rich man’s money 
than the value of the products of his 
labor; then why should we say that the 
rich man should hav more of the products 
of the poor man’s labor than the (repre- 
sentativ) value of the money he pays him? 
Surely the rich slaveholder of the South, 
in the days of chattel slavery, gave em- 
ployment to thousands of poor slaves on 
the same conditions. Did we abolish 
chattel-slavery because we saw the wicked- 
ness of it? If so, why are we so slow in 
seeing the wickedness of wage-slavery? 

I fear we who style ourselvs Freethink- 
ers are, very many of us, free thinkers 
only in a certain direction and, even then, 
to a limited extent. We boast of having 
—for ourselvs—cast off the fetters that 
bind men slaves to religious superstitions 
and church dogmas, taught in the interest 
of rich hypocrits who desire to maintain 
a false and tyrannical religious system cal- 
culated to dupe the unthinking masses 
and make them the more easily slaves to 
‘* gifted”? monopolists. We pretend to 
hav outgrown the idea of a just God so in- 
human as to make most of human beings 
forever miserable hereafter; and yet we 
hav not outgrown the idea of a humanity 
of rich speculators, monopolists, Wall- 
street gamblers, and political demagogs 
so inhuman as to make the masses of our 
fellow-men forever miserable here on this 
earth—and we call it just! 

Why, look at this} The New York 


and shelter for himself and 


Worid, August 4th, reports that in fifty- 
seven trades in New York city, 36,177 per- 
sons are out of work. And read the 
World’s Bread Fund report: In a little 
more thau four weeks 210,701 loaves of 
bread has been distributed to the poor 
people of New York city, who are starving 
because they cannot find employment ;~ 
and this is but one of the charity funds. 
And the World says, September 9th: 
‘t From the date when this bread fund was 
started, a little more than two weeks ago. 
until the present moment, not one name 
of the well-known money aristocracy of 
New York appears among the contributors 
to it.” Asa companion piece to this last 
I take the following from the World, Sun- 
day, September 24th: 
BABY STARVED TO DEATH. 

The mirror in Max Meyerowicz’s poor 
little room at No. 105 Allen street was 
covered with a white cloth yesterday, and 
a lamp was burning in broad daylight. 
Until next Wednesday night they mourn 
thus for little Annie, nine months old, 
who died Thursday morning of starva- 
tion. She was six weeks in dying. It 
takes a long time to starve. When she 
was well, and there was milk enough to 
feed her, she was a good little thing, and 
didn’t cry at all, but for six weeks she 
moaned all day long, with just a faint, 
trembling cry, etc. 

As the mother told it, ‘‘For the last 
week she didn’t sleep at all, only she cried, 
not loud, but like a little kitten. The 
doctor said she died because she had 
nothing to eat. She was a bottle baby.” 

Good Lord, deliver us! from the hands 
of the rich people, who hav a gift for gain- 
ing wealth. Inthe case just mentioned, 
the father could find no work, and there 
was not a cent in the house. I pity the. 
person who can read such an account with 
indifference. 

Surely, something is wrong, Mankind 
having been originally ignorant concern- 
ing a proper and just social system, the 
masses who toiled were easily led by a 
crafty (gifted) few to accept a system of 
government that made them subservient 
tools of the ruling power; and the world 
has ever since bowed down and worshiped 
false gods. The people hav not yet given 
sufficient thought to thia matter to enable 
them to see the great wrong inflicted upon 
mankind by a few in power; so we con- 
tinue to pay rent, interest, and taxes in 
support of a class of useless persons who 
are themselvs, usually, efficient church- 
members, and pay large pew rent and sup- 
port the church liberally, if only the 
preacher teach the people submission while 
he — rolling his eyes heavenward nnd 
thanking God he is not like other men— 
collects dividends on stocks, watered a 
hundredfold. Let the people once learn 
their need, and repeal all laws that sup- 
port monopoly—then see who are the per- 
sons who hav a gift to gain wealth. 

Speaking of how he commenced life, 
Mr. Brayton says he went to work in his 
father’s sawmill, with his wife to keep 
house. They worked there two years; then 
he bought a piece of land, agreeing to pay 
$1,400 for it; he could pay but #400 down, 
and gave a mortgage for $1,000. Now, as 
$400 was all he could pay down, it is fair 
to presume that $400 was all he was able 
to save of the products of his and his wife’s 
labor during that two years. 

That being the case, he and his wife 
gave two years of their labor to some per- 
son for the privilege of occupying a piece 
of land upon which they were at liberty 
to apply their labor to produce for them- 
selvs a living. We hav read of cases where 
a chattel slave gave his master a certain 
number of years of his labor to pay for 
the privilege of his freedom, and we 
thought it awful. To pay the remaining 
$1,000, he says: “I drew corn twelve 
miles and sold it for forty-two cents, and 
wheat for forty cents. I paid $70 interest, 
and took my team winters and went into 
the woods and worked for $1 per day.” 

All of which was mighty hard labor 
which he gave somebody for the privilege 
of living on this ‘‘free”’ earth. 

My dear Mr. Brayton, I admire your 
pluck. You are a thousand times more 
deserving of praise than pedple who merely 
settle back into the harness and grumble 
at their hard lot. ` But, sir, it would be in- 
teresting to know just how many years of 
your and your wife’s labor you gave for 
our freedom—and you are not free yet. 

ou are still paying large dividends to 
monopoli l A. A, Oxcurr, 
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@hildren’s Corner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wreon, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communica- 
tions for this Corner should be sent. l 


“ Between the dark and the daylight. 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day’s occupations 
That is known as the Children’s Hour.” 


The Lark in the City.* 


‘The meadow-lark has found me out, 
Altho’ I bide in city lanes, 

Where, ’bove the din and morning shout, 
She brings the message of the plains. 


I shall not heed the surge and scream 
Of crowds that press, of bells that ring, 
While she has thrilled my morning dream 
With all the songs she used to sing. 


I may forget the engin’s blast, 

The hum of wheels both night and day, 
Since she has come at last, at last, 

With sweet cantata’s on my way. 


Her note has banished care and pain. 
Has chased with jot all dread alarms, 
Recalling oft the summer rain 
And songs of home and prairie farms. 
Pueblo, Cot. —Mary Barep Finca. 
*The lark is singing now her farewell songs 
preparatory to her departure for Southern lands. 
eae ese 


Mamma. 


** It’s ‘mamma’ here and ‘mamma’ there, 
Till I am like to drop; 
It’s ‘mamma,’ ‘mamma,’ all the time— 
Oh, will it never stop? 


“ Its ‘mamma,’ ‘mamma,’ ‘mamma,’ 
Till it would wear out a saint.” 
Ah, poor tired mother, 
Thus I ofttimes hear you make complaint, 


But when the quiet night descends, 
And every voiceis still, 

Oh, does no vague but baunting fear 
Your gentle bosom fill. 


Oh, does no sudden heart-throb make 
You seek the children’s beds 

And call heaven’s blessings down upon 
Their precious, curly heads. 


Their little hands make mischief 
And their little feet make noise, 
But oh, what could you do without 
Those naughty girls and boys? 


Ah, think of lonely mothers who 
All day in silence sit; 
Across whose hearthstones nothing now 
But ghostly shadows flit. 
Ah, think of those who never hear 
The sweet child voices oall; 
Whose empty arms reach out to find 
No little ones at all. 
BLANCHE G. CHAMBERLIN. 


Home Again. 


A letter received to-day reads thus: 
“Dear Miss Wixon: Are you safe? Iam 
so afraid you will get hurt on the rail- 
roads.” The uneven, tremulous hand- 
writing of the little one who penned the 
letter testified to her fears and anxiety, 
and I hasten to say to her and to all my 
dear friends that once more I am within 
my home, safe and sound. The two dogs 
of our family, Bonnie and Tommy, 
shrieked and howled for joy. You would 
hav laughed to see them, leaping, rolling 
over, sitting up on their hind legs, caper- 
ing about and trying to talk. The parrot 
laughed and screamed at the top of her 
voice, ‘‘ Mother! Mother! Mother!” Even 
old Dick, the cat, who had been off enjoy- 
ing a vacation of several weeks, put in an 
appearance and purred his delight at see- 
ing me again. : 

Best of all, there came neighbors and 
friends with words of welcome and glad- 
ness, and one sent a big tray laden with 
good things for a feast. But, before my 
hat was ¢ ff my head some callers came in 
on business, 4nd ere they left two more 
called, intent on matters of importance to 
themselvs. 

Tf you could see me now in the midst of 
letters, circulars, invitations, newspapers 
and magazines, the accumulation of three 
weeks’ mail matter, you would think me 
quite disorderly, for some things will drop 
upon the floor, and others will tumble 
about on the table. Everything will get 
straightened out in good time, however, 
if we can only be patient. I hav just 
looked over the Westminster Budget, and 
read on the ‘‘ Children’s Page” an ac- 
count of a children’s party at Epping 
Forest, where the little deformed and 
crippled children of the east end of Lon- 
don had enjoyed a holiday in that lovely 
wood, through the generosity of Mr. J. F. 


Shorey, a kind-hearted gentleman who is | reply. 


This reminds me that our last Sunday in 
Chicago, a part of it, was spent with some 
of the waifs of that wonderful city, who 
had been gathered into one of the large 
halls in the Art Institute. These children 
from the slums and alleys represent a por- 
tion of the under-current of Chicago. For 
the most part, they were bright-looking, 
intelligent, keen and shrewd, but one of 
the managers said there were those among 
them who would pick your pocket ina 
minute, and you wouldn’t know it. Nearly 
all the boys had dirty faces, and were 
chewing tobacco. When I remonstrated 
with one, a lad of ten years, he said: 
“Why don’t you talk to that kid over 
there—Jim—he’s only five years old?” 
Turning my attention to Jim’s grimy face, 
and perceiving he was vigorously working 
at a mouthful of something, I questioned 
if it really was tobacco. He quickly 
showed me tbat it was, and he had had the 
habit for a year, and was but five years 
old! With some trepidation, I asked him 
if he would not go into the ante-room and 
wash his face, also rinse his mouth. To 
my surprise, he graciously assented. 
Shortly after, when inquiring for ‘‘ Jim,” 
and he was pointed out, smiling in front 
of my seat, I could hardly recognize in the 
bright face the dirty little fellow of a few 
minutes before. The girls had the wiz- 
ened, prematurely old features that belong 
to those whose fate has made them ac- 
quainted with crime and wickedness early 
in life. Itwasa sorry sight, and when the 
editor of the Corner was invited to ad- 
dress them she had to wink back the tears 
in order to tell the children a little story 
with clearness. Itis said there are about 
ten thousand such children in Chicago, 
who liv by their wits, as it were, who do 
not know the blessedness of a sweet and 
cleanly bome. Yet, from among these 
little waifs may arise the poet, statesman, 
and philosopher of the future; while 
others among them must necessarily join 
the long procession called the criminal 
classes. Alas and alas! 

I told you in my last of a visit to the 
Skinner school, and also that the Bible had 
not been read in Chicago schools for six- 
teen years, nor a prayer recited. One day 
after that visit, while passing a section in 
the educational department of the Liberal 
Arts Building, a lady held out a paper and 
asked my signature, Upon reading it 
what was my amazement to see that it 
asked to hav the Bible replaced in the 
public schools. The matter is of such 
importance that I copy the form of peti- 


tion, that those residents of Chicago, es- 


pecially our Bohemian friends, who are 
not in favor of any such nonsense, may 
see to it that their rights are not infringed 
upon, and, if necessary, send in a counter 
petition to the school board of Chicago. 
Here is the form of petition: 


To be signedonly by Residents of Chicago 
over eighteen years of age. 

To Tar HONORABLE BOARD oF EDUCATION 
oF THE Crry or Cmroaco— Petition for the 
Reading of the Bible in the Public 
Schools. 

Wuereas, the Bibleis the great fountain 
of public and private morals, and con- 
tains tbe most exalted literature ever pro- 
duced; and, Wurxzas, the effect of read- 
ing appropriate extracts therefrom, to and 
by the pupils in the public schools would 
be to elevate their minds, and strengthen 
their moral character ; 

Therefore, the undersigned citizens of 
Chicego respectfully pray that the proper 
order may be made to require'the reading 
of such extracts in the opening exercises 
each day of all departments of the public 
schools of Chicago. 

The undersigned regard the claim that 
such reading would be an infringement of 
just, personal, or religious liberty as wholly 
destitute of merit and insist that such 
reading would still leave the mind and 
conscience of every pupil entirely free 
from any improper bias. 

Name. Address. 

In an instant I found myself in contro- 
versy with the lady who was in charge of 
the petition. ‘‘ How dare you offer this 
to me?” I said, “Iam not a resident of 
this city.” ‘ʻO, we hav another peti- 
tion for non-residents,” she stammered. 
‘* Hav the schools become demoralized in 
the last sixteen years without the Bible 
being read in them?” was my next query. 
“Oh, yes, very much indeed,” was the 
‘ The schools are in a wretched 


always happiest when doing good to some | condition—you’ve no idea.” 


one deserving kindness and attention, 


Then I quoted the Skinner school of 


twelve hundred and fifty pupils, where the 
principal had informed me that the schol- 
ars were not worse without the Bible, but 
were obedient, moral, and well-behaved. 
There was no sensible reply. Then some 
good exceptions were taken as to the Blble 
being the ‘‘ great fountain of public and 
private morals,” and somebody behind 
in the crowd laughed audibly. Think of 
strengthening the moral character and 
elevating the mind of childhood by read- 
ing some extracts from the Bible that you 
and I mind us of, and which I would not 
degrade myself by quoting. 

The reading from the Bible in school 
would certainly be an infringement of 
‘just, personal, and religious liberty,” 
and I send this as a note of warning to the 
friends of Freethought in Chicago. The 
lady said she had already secured fifty 
thousand names to the petition. How 
will you know that they are residents of 
Chicago? The public schools of Chicago 
are free from Biblical instruction now. It 
is your duty, friends in Chicago, to keep 
them free. In order to do so, you must 


‘be awake and alert, for the enemy is crafty 


and moves stealthily. 
Ep. CHILDREN’S Corner. 
aes, 


Correspondence. 


Miuwavxgetr, Wis., Oct. 7, 1893. 
Dear Miss Wrxon: I will send you a 
name for that baby, that suits me. I am 
thirteen years old, and a firm believer in 
Freethought. My. choice in names would 
be Robert Seamon. That would be after 
our noble friend, Colonel Ingersoll, and 

another friend equally as good. 
Your friend, Cone L. Ines. 


Er Reno, Oxa. TER., Sept. 28, 1893. 

Dear Misa Wrxow: I hav been reading 
the letters in TuE Trura SEEKER. I do 
not go to school now, because the school 
is not commenced yet. Well, we had rain 
here yesterday, and it is raining to-day, 
and we needed it. I like this country very 
well, only it is a little windy here. 

Well, I guess I will close. 

Yours truly, from a Freethinker, 
JESSE J. JOHNSON. 

[Will Jesse please write something about 

the town he livs in, and oblige the Editor 


of the Corner ?} 


Coatine, ÀLA., Oct. 1, 1893 
` Dear Miss Wrxon: I th-ught I would 
write to the Corner. I am twelve years 
old. My father takes Tus TRUTH SEEKER; 
I like to look at the pictures and read the 
Corner. I livin the country on a beauti- 
ful farm. I work; I pick cotton every 
day that it is not raining, or Sunday. 
Ido not go to Sunday-school or to church. 
I don’t go to school now; our school 
closed a week ago. 
_ I will close for fear of the waste-basket. 
Brantity WARD. 


[Please tell us how cotton grows, its bud 
and blossom, and all about it.—Ep. C. C.] 


Sr. ANTHONY PARK, MINN., Oct. 5, 1898. 

Drar Miss Wrxon: This is my first at- 
tempt to write to the Corner. I like to 
read the Corner very much. Grandpa has 
taken Tus Troura SEEKER for over sixteen 
years, and thinks we could not do without 
it I am nine years old; I hav one 
brother, Sidney, who is three years old; I 
hav no sisters. I will send a piece of 
poetry, and I hope you will print it. 

Well, I will close my letter for this 
time. From your Liberal friend, 

BLANOHE G, CHAMBERLIN. 
(May this letter not be the last.—Ep. 


Cc. C.] 


Patovuse Crry, Wasu., Sept. 24, 1893. 

Drar Miss Wixon: Every week I read 
the Children’s Corner, and never read a 
letter from this place. I think Tur TRUTH 
SEEKER one of the best papers in the 
world. My father takes it, and we all read 
it. We could not do without it. I think 
everybody ought to read it. Some of the 
Christians turn up their noses at it, but I 
don’t. : 

I don’t go to church or Sunday-school 
very much, and when I do go I just go for 
fun, not because I believe in it. There is 
more sense in one Trure Seexer than all 
the Bible. For fear my letter will get too 
long I will close, hoping to see this in 
print, that I may write again. I think Mr. 
Heston must keep busy making pictures. 

I remain one among your Liberal 
friends, Zenta H. ROBERTSON. 

[Zenia isa girl of fine discrimination, 
and her letters will be always welcome.— 


Ep. C. C.] 


Pursto, Cor., Oct. 3, 1893. 
Dear Miss Wrxon: Linclose alittle poem 
f r the Children’s Corner, while sending 
you good-speed to the Freethinker’s Con- 
gress. How much I wish I could be there 
to hear you speak, and see and talk with 


you and all the other grand workers for 
freedom. I am sure it will be a noble 
gathering of noble men and women. 

I was so happy to see how the Sunday 
opening terminated. That was just the 
quietus the bigots needed, trying to make 
the whole world come to their small two- 
by-four minds. Why, many of them 
would put us in chains if they dared. 

And still there a few good men and 
women who call themselvs Christians, but 
their religion makes them narrow and 
fanatical. 

Hoping you will hav an enjoyable time, 
T will close by asking you to giv W. F. 
Jamieson and W. S. Bell my best regards. 
Tell them I still remember them with 
pleasure. Yours for the whole of freedom, 

Mary Barrp Frvon. 


Arontson; Kan., Oct. 14, 1893. 

Dear Miss Wrxon: While I hav a few 
leisure moments I thought it would be 
better to occupy them by writing to the 
Corner than anything elseI could do. I 
left Chicago Monday evening, returning 
to my dear old home in Atchison Tuesday 
morning. I was very glad indeed to see 
my old friends again, but regret that I had 
to leave so many new friends behind. 
But friend after friend must part. Yet I 
hope that I will be able to meet them all 
again in the future. l 

I think that our Congress met with the 
grandest success, and hope that the people . 
who attended will work hard to down su- 
perstition. and to put Freethought in its 
place. I don’t see how anyone can believe 
ina hereafter after attending our great 
Congress and hearing the subject ex- 
plained by some of the smartest women 
and men inthe world. If there were any 
who attended and believed that way, and 
left with the same impression, I think they 
ought to be taken to the insane asylum, 
for they must be crazy. 

My orthodox friends seem to be anxious 
about my salvation. If I could, I should 
be glad to believe as they do, and put an 
end to their anxiety in my behalf. ButI 
do not and cannot so believe. I shall be 
just as glad to hav it shown that I am mis- 
taken in any particular as to hav it shown 
that I am right. But I think I am right, 
so I shall stick to it. It will take some- 
thing better than an old superstitious 
preacher to change my opinion. 

Well, as my letter is growing monoto- 
nous, I will close for this time. Hoping 
that you reached home safely, and trust- 
ing to meet you some time again, I remain, 

Yours for Freethought, 
Joun REMSBURG, JR. 


[Among the pleasant memories of the In- 
ternational Congress of Freethinkers there 
will always remain the sweet music, the 
fine face,.and gentle manners of the gifted 
writer of the above letter. Long may he 
liv to stem the tide of superstition and 
charm all hearers with delicious melody. — 
Ep. C. C.] 


SUSAN WIXON'S BOOKS. 


All in a Lifetime. 
12mo, 800 pp., $1. 


Apples of Gold. And Other Stories for 
oys and Girls. 12mo, 888 pp., $1.25. 


The Story Hour, An Exceptionally Hand- 
some and Interesting Book, Without Supersti- 
tion, for Children and Youth. The Only Free- 
thinkers’ Children’s, Story-book ever issued. 
66 fall-page illustrations and 25 smaller; large 
tvpe, heavy, toned paper, broad margins, illus- 
trated covers; 4to, 2% PP., boards, $1. 

Address, THE TRUTH SEEKER CO 


APOLLONIUS OF TYANA IDENTIFIED AS THE | 
CHRISTIAN JESUS, 


An important and remarkable revelation con- 
cerning the life and times o pollonius of 
‘Tyana, the great sage and philosopher of the first 
century. It is here claimed that his life and 
teachings were appropriated and utilized by the 
formulators of the Christian religion in the in- 
terest of so-called Christianity. The pe jaris iu 
is made plain in this brief history of Apollonius 
especailly in view of the historical references and 
comments thereon., It is quite evident that to 
conceal the plagiarism, the name of Apollonius 
was suppressed. 

Price, 15 cents. j 

dress THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


28 Lafayette place, New York City. 


A Liberal Romance. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, OCTOBER 28, 1898. 


A NEW BOOK.-AND A MOST ORIGINAL ONE'| Just Qut.—25 Cents —Five Copies for $1. 


The Creation of God. 


By DR. JACOB HARTMANN. 


An explanation of the origin of the God Idea, and the mental processes that led to the formation 
of idols and the worship of them. From the time of Terah’s apostasy, Abraham’s reformation and 
his banishment for heresy and blasphemy against the Cha.dean idols, to Christ’s coming, the princi- 
palcharacters are analyzed and shown to be human, by thought and deed. It is made plain that the 

eculiar phraseology, cant sayings, subterfuges, miracles, wonder-workings, and supernatural pad- 
ding are the proper offspring of the then existing barbarism, ignorance, and superstition, constitut- 
ing the peculiar politics of the day. 


CONTENTS IN DETAIL: 


The Universal Aspect. Elimination of Waste Substances, 
ae r Pe Ia General. 

e Chemical Aspect. y the ngs. 
The Sun. By ths ee vs. 


Genesis—The Creation. 

Genesis—The Garden of Eden. 

The Deluge. 

The Scriptural God—The Creation. 

The Creation of God—Abraham. 
Moses—Confirmation of the Idea of God, 


Digestion and Nutrition. 
The Elementary Substances. 
Alcohol and Its Effects on the System. 
The Soul—What Is It? 
The Mind. 


Sin and Salvation. 


Samuel the Kingmaker. The Ecclesiastical Kindergarten. 
God Save the King. Rational Review. 

Jehovah Takes a Rest. Visions—Bible Dreams—Revelations. 
The End of National Life, The Planetary Gods. 

The Christian Era. Every Man His Own God. 


Organic Life—Vegetable, Tables {Gateways to Knowledge. 


Morals; Whence They Spring. 


Organic Life—Animal. i The Non Credo. 
The Master Tissues. Rules for H Conduct 
The Muscular Tissues. es for Human Vonduct. 
The Nervous Tissues. ILLUSTRATIONS. 
Food and Food-Substances, Map of the Intellectual Faculties—The Mind. 
Map of Theological Retrogression. 


Map of the Deluge and Garden of Eden. 
Thirty Chapters—Four Hundred and Thirty-two Pages 
Large 12mo. 


In Cloth, #1; in Paper, 50 Cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


SABBATH - BREAKING. 


Origin of the Sabbatic Idea— 
The Jewish Sabbath—The 
Christian Scriptures and the 
Sabbath—Eixamination of 
Sunday Arguments - Origin 
of the Christian Sabbath— 
Testimony of the Christian 
Fathers—The Sabbath dur- 
ing the Middle Ages—The 
Puritan Sabbath—Testimony 
of Christian Reformers, 
Scholars, and Divines—Abro- 
gation of Sunday Laws. 


—BY— 
JOHN B. REMSBURG. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette place, New York. 


Price, 26 Eents. 


OPEN SUNDAYS. 


THE RESURRECTION OF JESUS. 


Contents: The Christian Dogma of Salvation; The Christian’s Belief; Why Was 


- the Resurrection a Secret Affair? The Age of a Story Does Not Prove Its Truth; 


Pilute’s Attempt to Save the Life of Jesus; Christ Before Herod; A New Indictment 


Against Jesus; Were the Guards Hired by ihe Priests? Pilate’s Motive for Secreting 


the Bodv; Matthew’s Account of the Resurrection; Why the Angel Sat on the Stone; 


Mary’s Visit; Angels; Renan’s Theory; The Disciples Were Deceived; The Identifica- 


tion: The Ascension; Why Did Jesus Disappear? Other Strange Phenomena; he 


Chief Priests Did Not Believe ir Resurrection; What Became of the Romon Guards? 


The Origin of the Story; St. Panl’s Account: St. Panl’s Conversion; A Modern 


Example; The Roman Governors and the Resurrection Story; The Testimony of 


Contemporaneous Writers; Miracle-Workers; Is the Resurrection Well Attested? 


Inspiration; Conclusion. 


` Prive, cloth, 75 cents; paper, 40 cents. 
Addres THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York City. 


F orce-and Matter, THE ELIMINATOR: 
eee rn meray Saloon Keys to Sacerdotal Sanets, 


verse, with a System of Morali y 
Based Thereon. 


By Prorrssor LUDWIG BUCHNER, M.D. 


duNTENTS : 
orce and Matter, The Fi of Things it | “ Write me no more fables, lest I be a fool and 
ortality of Matter, AREE sloer. read the riddles awry.” 
EELEE eee 
in: , ind, 
Value Ce Matter, Thought 5 ind i By R. B. Westbrook, D.D., LL.B. 
Motion, Consciousness, 


Seat of the Soul, Contents: The Whole Truth; Sacerdotalism 


ene 


Porm, 
Immutability of Natural Innate Ideas 

AWS, The Idea of God, 
Universality of Natural Personal Continuanis 


of the Barth, | orality, 
riginal Generation, Ooncludiing Observ. 
Secular Generation, tions. 


Price, 81.56 Address THE TRUTH SEEK J, 


Iupeached; The Fabulous Claims of Judaism; 
Moses and the Pentateuch; Ancient Symbolism 
and Modern Literalism; Astral Keys to Bible 
Stories; The Fable of the Fall; Search for the 
“Last Adam;” What Is Known of the New Testa- 
ment; The Drama of the Gospels; The Ideal 
Christ; Jesus_and Other Christs; A Reverent 
Critique on Jesus; A Few Fragments; Blood 
Salvation; The Things That Remain. ; 
Price, cloth, 1.50. Fort sale at this office. 


685 


A Liberal living. in Michigan said once that he would give $25 & 
year to have the Crimes of Preachers recorded, as the frequent lapses 
of virtue of the ministers showed how little value Christianity 
Posie have just maed the Fourth Edition of the book doing this 

ve just issued the n o o ; 
The additions for this new edition of the ad 


‘t Crimes of Preachers” 


shows nearly 400 cases of ministerial conduct. While those in pre- 
vious editions show that within a tew years about ic 


1300 MINISTERS HAVE BEEN GUILTY 


of one kind or another of criminal conduct. Most of the crimes 
are against women, for the fair sex are gt once the weakness and 
the strength of the church—" the church” meaning of course the $Ñ 


elergy. . ` 

"Notwithstanding ihe many additional pages, we have kept the {4 
price the same, 25 cents. Send for è copy, and confound the church- 
men. Show them just what.sors of scamps are the clergy who have 


` 


clused the World’s Fair on Sunday. because it is so holy a day that to look upon machinery or 


immoral.” 


Address 


paintings in this period is * 
THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY., ' 


BOOKS 


BY 


SALADIN 


CW. BTEWART ROSS), 
Editor of the 


“aONDON AGNOSTIC JOURNAL.» 


GOD AND HIS BOOK: 


a f i rsoll wrote tothe author: ‘ You have- earned the 
kani or ne baa read this book Kia work of Yast Toseta of sound Gee ie cantio 
h f sledgehammer vehemence, of scathing satire, 03 pathos . 
the hogviest iconoclastic broadsides ever fired at the Jewish God and the Bible. 

Cloth, gold letters, $1.25. 


WOMAN: HER GLORY, HER SHAME, AND HER GOD. l 


Rev. Archdeacon Farrar said that “ Christianity elevated the woman; it shrouded 
as vilh r halo of sacred innocence the tender years of the bia” The object of Saladin’s work 
is to show the archdeacon his error, and he has succeeded. An English writer said of it: 
“This certainly is one of the most marvelous books ever issued from the press. The authori- 
ties cited are unquestionable, and the result is convincing.’ 

In two volumes, cloth. gilt lettered, $2.50. 


JANET SMITH: A PROMISCUOUS ESSAY ON WOMAN. 


This is one of the most delightful of Saladin’s books, a dissection of woman, with inci- 
dental tearing apart of man—caustic, sarcastic. yet philosophical withal, and permeated with 
a tender reverence tor woman and exalted opinion of what she isand should be. A merciless 
satire upon certain of the conventional foibles of the day, full of facts, fancies, truths, rare 
touches of genius, and bursts of eloquence. Most of the satirical shafts aimed at the woman 
go past her and stick in the man behind her, and it serves him about right. 

Cloth, uncut edges, gilt top, $1. 


CHRISTIANITY AND THE SLAVE TRADE. 


A condensation of, the known facts upon this. subject, proving that Christianity did not 
abolish but aided this infamous traffic in human beings. To which are added such comments 
as only Saladin can make. In paper, 80 cents. 


THE TRANSITION, 


A consideration of the antagonism of the Bible and science, and of the question whether 
the valed or allegorical portions of the Christian Bible can be interpreted by modern science. 
n paper, 20 cents. 


ROSES AND RUE. 


Being Random Notes and Sketches. Some of its subjects are: A Last Interview with a 
Man of Genius; An Essay on Stirpiculture; Asceticism and Superstition; Capital Punishment; 
Poverty; Godin the Constitution; Bruno; Gods; Witchcraft, etc. This may be called Bala- 
din’s own book, for it is poetry in prose, and is one of the books that lovers of «trong literature 
like to read again and again. In cloth, gold- and silver-lettered, $1.00. 


LAYS OF ROMANCE. 


This book reminds one of Sir Walter Scott, being romantic, historic verse, aglow in every 
page with the energy of a true and high poetic genius. 
Cloth, gold-lettered, 75 cents. 


ISAURE and OTHER POEMS. 


The title poem is 2 story of intense passion, touchingly told. The other twenty poems 
are fresh, fragrant, thoughtful, and every verse reveals the thinker, observer, and reformer. 
Every page glows with passion and throbs with life. 

Cloth, gold-lettered, 75 cents. 


A FEARFUL FLOGGING. 


By one who endured it. Based upon a manuscript in the possession of Baladin 
n paper, 10 cents. 


THE AGONIES OF HANGING. 


Studies in Psychology. By one who was cut down from the gallows. Printed from manu - 
script in the hands of Saladin. In paper, 10 cents. 


WHIRLWIND SOWN and REAPED. 


A short story of clerical crime and villainy founded on fact. Of this book the Open Cours 
aaid: ‘This novel will command the same. or more, interest than Helen Gardener’s story, ‘ Is 
This Your Son, My Lord?’” In paper, 25 cents. 


THE CONFESSIONAL. 


Being an exposure of that infamous religious rite. Contents: Li. tiousness of the Pre- 
Reformation Church; Lechery of the Confessional; The Priest in Absc ‘on; Confessions of 
the Escaped Nun; Extracts from Dens and Liguori; Examination of ti.. Clurch’s Claim to 
have Fostered Learning; Her Atte pts at Continency, even more Ruinous than Her Belt. 
Indulgence; The Relative Criminal Statistics of Catholicism and Protestantism 


n paper, 25 cents. ~ 
TEE TRUTH SEEKER. %8 Lafavette Pisne. New York, , 


tac AN nf thaae wenrken s.Admeeas 


Or 


FREETHOUGHT. 


By W. S. BELL. 


Containing in condensed and systematized form 
vast amount of evidence against the superstitious doo- 
trines of Christianity. Asa book of reference and aid 
to all truth seekers it is invaluable. Its classification 

ie, of subjects makes it a hand-book. As Ingersoll said-of 
Paine’s * Age of Reason,” it enables somebody in every village to “corner the parson.” Its wide 
variety of sthjecta include all the disputed poirts hatween Christianity and Freethought. Price 
cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. ddress HE TRUTH SEEKER. 


THE TRUTH-SHEKER, OCTOBER 28, 1898. 


BRAIN s» BIBLE: 


THE CONFLICT BETWEEN MENTAL SUENE 
AND THEOLOGY. 
By EDCAR C. BEALL, M.D., 


with a preface by 
ER. G. INGERSOLL. 


This is the only work of its kind in the litera- 
ture of Freethought. Its arguments are_ based 
upon scientific phrenology, and appeal directly 
to the reader’s sexse of logic and love of justice. 
It_is eloquent as well as convincing. 

Price, cloth, $1. Address 

THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Col. R. G. Ingersoll’s 
ARGUMENT 


IN THE 


Reynolds Blasphemy Trial, 


At Morristown, N. J. 


This is the greatestargument ever made in a case 
of this kind, and will be a model for the Bar so 
long as the Christians use force to repress free 
speech. Its legal acumen is unsurpassed, its elo- 
quence never equaled. Wherever Christian per- 
secution is going on this argument should be 
freely circulated, read to the Obristians, and ex- 
pounded on every occasion. 

In paper, 25 cents; in cloth, 50 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


MONEY FOUND. 


Brought Into the 
Absolutely Reliable Qov- 
ernment Banks Established in 
the Interest of and Owned 
by the Whole People. 


By HON. THOMAS E. HILL, 


of * Hill’s Manual of Social and Business Forms,” 
“The Hill Banking System,” and other 
works of great service to the world. 


Professor Hill has given several years of care- 
ful study to the elaboration of a system of sound 
money, that may fit immediate 4 into present 
methods of doing business and be easily intro- 
duced and universally adopted. | 

This book is “just in time,” is an absolutely 
original book from the beginning to the end, is a 
good-sized volume in clear type, and is the clear- 
est exposition of money, uses of money, causes of 
money panics and remedies for the same, ever 
published. Orders are rapidly coming in and we 
want yours. Send twenty-five cents for copy. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


THE BOOK THAT STARTED THE REFER- 
ENDUM MOVEMENT. 


DIREGT LEGISLATION 


By the Citizenship th:ough the 
Initiative and Referendum, 


By J. W. SULLIVAN. 
Price, 25 cents. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Hard Knocks 
at Christianity. 


By R. WHEELER. 


This book is just what, its title implies—thump- 
ing whacks at superstition. It deals with the 
eflect of Christianity on the world, showing 
what Christians have done to adyance their relig- 
ion and impede the progress of man. It shows 
that Jesus was a false prophet, that the gospels 
are not authentic, and that Christianity is a bor- 
rowed system of religion. That the Bible is not 
in accord with Science, that the atonement 
scheme is futile and foolish, and that religion is 
not areal benefit to man. 

Price, 20'cents, six for $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


PULPIT, PEW, 
and CRADLE. 


By HELEN H. GARDENER. 


One of Her Brightest, Wittiest, and 
Strongest Lectures Against 
the Bible. 


Every Woman Should Read It 
- and 


Know Her Enemies and Her Friends. 
Price, 10 cents. Address this office. 


FOR HER DAILY BREAD, 


A Nineteenth Century Novel. 


Preface hy R. 6. INGERSOLL. 


For Her Daily Bread is the story of two young 

irls and a younger brother who were left parent- 
ess, with a little money, fair education, and 
much courage, to make their way through the 
world by going to Chicago. The author is also 
the heroine. ‘The narrative is, in the main, a his- 
tory of a working-girl’s life and experience in the 
city of Chicago among bluff business-men, kind- 
hearted folks, and disreputable hypocrits. It is 
just such a story of human life as we should ex- 
pect Colonel Ingeraoll to_be interested in; and 
whatever he admires and appreciates is sure to 
be worth the attention of the rest of the world. 

i cents. GERI 

EROR THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Gems of Phought. 


Waar is history but a fable agreed 
upon ?—WVapoleon. : 


A CONSERVATIV young man has wound 
up his life before it was unreeled. We 
expect old men to be conservativ, but 
when a nation’s young men are so, its 
funeral bell is already rung.—Henry 
Ward Beecher. - 


Tus student is to read history activly 
and not passivly; to esteem his own life 
the text, and books the commentary. 
Thus compelled, the muse of history will 
utter oracles, a8 never to those who do 
not respect themselvs. I hav no expecta- 
tion that any man will read history aright 
who thinks that what was done in a 
remote age, by men whose names hav re- 
sounded far, has any deeper sense than 
what he is doing to-day._Ralph Waldo 
Emerson. 


Tue theory of this government is op- 
posed to the union of church and state. 
The exemption of church property is the 
taxation of the whole people for the main- 
tenance of the church, This is done in 
the face of the declaration that there shall 
be no union of church and state. We are 
opposed to any such injustice. It is not 
advantageous to either the church or 
the state. There is nothing gained by the 
state, but much lost, and a great principle 
of free government violated in the letter 
and the spirit. The laws need recon- 
structing on this point.—Minneapolis 
Progressiv Age. 


Tus pursuit of pleasure is a man’s uncon- 
scious aim, even when he promotes the hap- 
piness or relieves the distresses of others. 
If by self-sacrifice he alleviates the misery 
of a fellow-being, it is because he feels the 
misery he sees. If he is solicitous to in- 
dulge the desires of those he loves, it is 
because he shares the joys he witnesses. 
The hard heart, which we attribute in dis- 
dain to the selfish, expresses their callous- 
ness to others’ wretchedness. The tender 
heart, which we attribute in praise to the 
generous, expresses their sensitivness to 
others’ happiness. Charity is but the ex- 
pression of an exquisit susceptibility. Al- 
truism is the most delicate sense of delight. 
—A, M. Lorentz. ; 


Tux indifference toward, or the dislike of, 
athletics, a generation or two ago, was due 
partly to the fact that it was an era of trans- 
cendentalism in politics, and also largely 
to the religious ideas and feelings of the 
time. The body was but a shell, a prison 
in which the soul was confined, and 
against whose bars its aspirations continu- 

y beat and bruised themselvs. All these 
notions hav now one together, Other 
ideas, better suited to inspire a progressiv 
civilization, hav taken their place. In 
part, this is due to the decay of supersti- 
tion; in part, to the effects of positiv teach- 
ing. The men of to-day are more con- 
cerned with how they shall liv than how 
they shall die. Man is no longer a pil- 
grim here below, but a citizen. This 
world is a place to work in; activity and 
development, not suffering or self-repres- 
sion, its law.—F. A. Walker. 


Tae earliest form of the superstitious 
notion of a continuance of life after death 
is the belief in the Resurrection of the 
Body; a later form is the belief in the Im- 
mortality of the Soul. The idea of Resur- 
rection arose from and is closely bound 
up With the practice of burial, the earliest 
and simplest mode of disposing of the 
remains of the dead. The idea of immor- 
tality arose from and is closely bound up 
with the practice of burning, a later and 
better innovation, invented at a higher 
stage of human culture. During the early 
historical period all the most advanced 
and cultivated nations burnt their dead, 
and, in consequence, accepted the more 
ideal and refined notion of Immortality. 
But modern European nations bury their 
dead, and, in consequence, accept, nomi- 
nally at least, the cruder and grosser 
notion of Resurrection.—Grant Allen. 


. ... He was of that stubborn crew 

Of errant saints, whom all men grant 

To be the true church militant; 

Such as do build their faith upon 

The holy text of pike and gun; 

Decide all controversies by 

Infallible artillery. 

And prove their doctrin orthodox 

By apostolic blows and knocks; 

Call fire, and sword, and desolation 

A godly, thorough Reformation, 

Which always must be carried on 

And still be doing, never done; 

As if religion were intended 

For nothing else but to be mended. 

A sect whose chief devotion lies 

In odd perverse antipathies; 

In falling out with that or this, 

And finding somewhat still amiss; 

Compound for sins they are inclined to, 

By damning those they hav no mind to; 

Still so perverse and opposite, 

As if they worshiped God for spite. 
—Hudibras, 


JOHN E. 


-REMSBURG’S: 


WORKS. 


Abraham Lincoln: Was He 


For fifteen years Mr. Remsburg has been collecting material for his work, 


A Christian? 
He presents 


an array of testimony that is irresistible and overwhelming, and which must put this question 


at rest forever. 


In addition to the testimony of twenty wiinesses who claim that Lincoln wa: 


a Christian, and which is reviewed and refuted, ne adduce; the testimony of more than a hun- 


dred witnesses in proof of the claim that Linco!n was not ¢ Christian. 
his wife and other relatives; his three law partaers; his : 


cabinet; his principal biographers, and scores of his most: 


Revised and Enlarged 

issi it is unexcelled. Amo: fl 

po & Missionary Document it iz Crim nal Statis .. 2s, showing the creeds of the pris- 

the Church and Civilization; the Church and Science; the Church 
; the Caourch and the Antislavery Reform; 

eform; the Church and the Republic. p 


False Claims. 


Remsburg are: The Church and Morality; 
oners in the penitentiaries; } 
and Learning; the Church and Libert 
Rights Movement; the ‘Temperance 
singly; 75 cents per dozen. 


Bible Morals. 


Scripture; Falsehood and Deception; Cheating; Theft and Robber. 
Wars of Conquest ani Extermination; Despotism; 
nkindness to Children; 6 
Cannibalism; Slavery; Witchcraft; Polygamy; Intemperance; Y 
i singla copies, 25 cents; 6 copies, 


tion; Murder; 
tion; Injustice to Woman; 
rance and Idiocy; bscenity. Pric3, 
on larger quantities. 


ese witnesses include 
-ivate secretaries; members of his 
tim .te friends. 


: the subjects considered by Mr. 


jhe Woman’s 
rice, 10 cents 


Twenty Crimes and Vices Sanctioned by 


F Adultery and Prostitu- 
Intolerance and Per.ecu- 
ruelty to Animals; Human Sacrifices; 
Poverty and Vagrancy; Igno- . 
$1. Special discount 


Sabbath-Breaking. This is the best and most thorough work 


ever written on the Sabbath from a rational point of view. Large and handsome print. Ths 


uestion is discussed under the fo.lowinz heads: Origin of 

Sabbath; the Qhřietian Bort tures and. the Babba ch; 
3 ; Testimon 

To Middle Aven the puritan Sabbad Testimony of Christian Reformers, Scholars, and 


rice, 25 cents; 6 copies $1. 
Six Lectures: 


the Middle Ages; the Puritan Sabbath; 
Divines; Abrogation of Sunday Laws. È 


Image Breaker. 


he Sabbatic Idea; the Jewish 
xamination of Sunday Argumeé.ts; 
Christian Fathers; the Sabbath during 


Decline of Faith; Protestant Intolerance; Washington an Unbeliever; Jefferson an Un- 


believer; Paine and 
doz., 40 cents. 


Thomas Paine. 


Wesley; Christian Sabbath. Each 5 cents; bound, paper, 2 cents; per 


Tells the story of the Author-Hero’s Life, 


delineates the leading traits of his character and genius, and vindicates his name from the 


aspersions cast upon it. 


Choice extracts from * 


Common Sense,” “ American Crisis,” ** Rights 


of Man,” and “ Age of Reason,” are given; also, tributes to Paine’s character from more than 
one hundred noted persons of Europe and America, many of them written expressly for this 


work. Second edition, 160 pages, prin 


ed on fine tinted paper, neatly bound, and containing a 


handsome steel portrait of Paine. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


The Apostle of Liberty. 


An address delivered in Paine Hall, bef re the N. E. Freethinkers’ Convention, January 


29, 1884. Price, 10 cents. 
For all the above works address 


Truth Seeker Library. 


Published Monthly at $3 per Year. 
Issues oF 1891.—$3. 
Truth Seeker Annual, 1891..... eeveestelec sidis 
Men, Women, and Gods. Helen H. 


dener, ears oonses, 
The Age of Reason. Thomas Paine. Ilus- 


trated... cc sescseccccpeceeeeseeneeeneres WØ 
Answers to Christian Questions. D. M. Ben- j 

ECT a P E see's saveuecwesses 
Christian Absurdities. Jobn Peck... 20 
Victor Hugo’s Oration on Voltaire...... 10 
The Crisis. Thomas Paine. Ilustrated. 40 
Sabbath Breaking. John E. Remsburg....... 25 
Travels in Faith from Tradition to Rea- 

„ 80n. Robert C. Adams ...........,eeeeee 25 
Strike of a Bex. George N. Miller.,.......... 25 
My Religious Experience. Samuel P. Put- s 

NAM.. shens e eee e ee eave senses tisededéeues 
The Higher Criticism in Theology and Re- 
ligion. T. E. Longshore................ 50 

i Issues oF 1892.—$3 
Infidel Death-Beds. G. W. Foote............- 25 
Rights hes Man. Thomas Paine. Illustra- w 

Cl ee RERE R TRR 
Was Christ Crucified? Austin Bierbower.... 10 
Pulpit, Pew, and Cradle. Helen H. Gar- 

A: uT E AN T eocseseeee 10 
Bible Morals. John E. Remsburg............ 25 
Awful Disclosures of Maria Monk........ e... 50 
Pocket Theology. Voltaire...... peewee das .. 25 
Why Dont God Kill the Devil? M. Ba 46 

COCK; s ssa ssis na eee AESA mia T Se saisei 
Liberty in Literature. Testimonial to 
alt Whitman, with Funeral Address. 

_ By Col. Robert G. Ingersoll... 25 
Six Lectures on Astronomy. R; 

Proctor......... wea hs cafeie'sies ecaiweneacs eee 15 
Candle From Under the Bushel. Wm. A. io 
ar Seii 
The Holy Bible Abridged............2....0000. 30 
False aims of the Church. John E. 
Reomsburg....... a...se .usesesoeoceasoaoee 10 
Issvzs or 1893.—$3. 
Thomas_ Paine Vindicated. Col. Robert 
G. Ingersoll............ Slalom ta E - B 
The Creation of God. Dr. Jacob Hart- 

, MANN..........04. PETNE POE. . 50 

Crimes of Preachers in the United States. 
Billings .... 25 
Resurrection of Jesus. 40 
Haudbook of Freethought. W.8. Bell...... 50 

Religion a Curse; Religion a Disease; Re- 
ligion a Lie. §. P. Putnam.............. 25 

Design Argument Fallacies. By Editor of 
[RUTH SEEKER..........-....-066. 15 

Abraham Lincoln: Was He a Christian? 
John E Remsburg........... seesaesenes 50 

Pen Pictures of The World’s Fair. Illus- 
trated. S.P. Putnam......... . 25 
Common Sense. Thomas Paine........ 15 
Examination of Prophecies. Thos. Pa 15 


08. 
Pleasure and Progress. Albert M. Lor 
GLB. i scieves can steed E : 

During the year other standard Freethought 
works will be published and sent to subscribers 
ag they appear. | 

Yearly subscribers at $3 receive all the numbers 
published in one year. In ordering please say 
which year is desired. 

Single numbers sold at prices quoted. 

THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Place. New York. 


GHOST OF ST. JOHNS. 


By M. BABOOTE Price, 15 ots. 


TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 
THE 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


THE HOLY CROSS SERIES, 


The Popes and Their Doings. Biograph- 
ical sketches of the most noted of these vicars 
of Christ and vicegerents of God, showing what 
they have done, and what kind of men tbey were. 
It contains very plein statements, in very un- 
varnished language, and the unmasking is com- 
plete, proving them to have been cruel, in- 
riguing, and licentious men. Considering the 
rapid growth of Catholicism in this country, 
this book cannot be too widely disseminated. 
Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


The Awful Disclosures of Maria Monk, 
as exhibited in a narrative of her sufferings dur- 
ine her residence of five years as a novice, and 
two years as a black’nun, in the Hotel Dien 
Nunnery, at Montreal. Perhaps not any anti- 
Catholic book published has, created more ex- 
citement, and had such a circulation as this 
work. To counteract its effects the Catholics 
circulated a story that Maria Monk was ‘tno 
better than she should be,” but investigation 
disclosed that her “child of shame” was none 
other than the child of her priest-seducer. 
Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth 75 cents. 

Auricular Confession and Popish Nun- 
neries. By Wm. Hogan, for twenty-five 
pens a confessing priest. A revelation of the 
icentious practices of the priests and nuns in 
these religious brothels. ere is no question 
that Ex-priest Hogan knew the truth of the 
tales of vice, seduction, and infanticide he gives 
in this volume, and equally there is no question 
that if the people generally knew of them, Ca- 
tholicism would not be given the vast amounts 
of money now allowed it by our various city 
governments, Price, paper, 50 cents, cloth, 75 
cents. 

The Priest in Absolution. A Review of 
the system of auricular confession, including 
copious extracts from the * Confessional Un- 
masked,” from the “Master Key to Popery,” 
ete. The work is a protest against and an appeal 
to every American citizen to examine carefully 
andthoughtfully a religious system so invasive 
of privacy, so powerful for evil in licentious 
hands, so fraught with danger to female mod- 
esty, to the ingenuous openness of youth. 
and to the freedom of thought, speech, and 
action. Price. paper, 25 cents. 


Priestly Celibacy Exposed. A lecture by 


the Rev. Geo. Townsend Fox, of Durham, Eng- 


land. Revised American edition, showing the 
result in parishes of the Roman decree that 
priests shall not mary. Price, paper, 15 cents. 


Sister Lucy and Her Awful Disclosures 


Respecting New Hall Convent, Bore- 
ham, Essex, England, Showing that convents 
are inimical o chastity, virtue, and freedom. 
rice, paper, 10 cents. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York City. 


AU ina Jutsko. 


By ASA AUGER. 


A condensation of the fundamental arguments 
against Christianity. 


A Very Good Little Missionary Work. 


Address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Price, 15 cents. 
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Jot for Parsons. | Thomas Paine’s Works. 


A CLOTHIER has excited public curiosity 
by having a large apple painted outside his 
shop. When asked for an explanation, he 
replied: ‘‘Ifit hadn’t been for an apple, 
where would the ready-made clothing 
shops be to-day ?”— Tit- Bits. 


MinisteR: Good-morning, Janet. I am 
sorry to hear you did not like my preach- 
ing on Sunday. What was the reason? 
Janet: I had three verra guid reasons, sir. 
Firstly, ye read yer sermon; secondly, ye 
didna read it weel; and thirdly, it wasna 
worth readin’ at a’!—Tit- Bits. 


A MARRIED couple announce in the Bol- 
ton Hvening News the birth of a son, giv- 
the very minute at which he first inflated 
his little lange They add: ‘Not unto 
us, but unto Him be theglory.” We hope 
it-isn’t a special reference to the third per- 
son of the trinity.. As for the ‘‘glory,” 
considering the number of people who be- 
get babies, it is difficult to see where it 
comes in.—London Freethinker. 


_ Tae Catholic church at Dover had fifty 
pounds’ worth of communion plate. The 
officials are now looking about for it. The 
thief who went off with the sacred silver 
cares more for the police than he does for 
the devil. Fifty pounds’ worth of siver plate 
would hav made Judas Iscariot’s mouth 
water. All he got for selling Jesus Christ 
was thirty half-crowns—£3 15s. It was a. 
beggarly price for God Almighty.—Zon- 
don Freethinker. . 


Trey hava man onthe Methodist Times 
who, writes labor notes, and he finds it un- 
‘fortunate that ‘‘ the founders and teachers 
of modern Socialism hav been and are, 
with hardly an exception, blank and bla- 
tant Atheists.” How shocking! But what 
is a blank Atheist! Is it a Methodist way 
of swearing? What a blatant Atheist is we 
know. From the orthodox standpoint, he 
is an Atheist who openly proclaims his 
Atheism—which is the crime of crimes.— 
London Freethinker. 
$ 4 
AUNT HANNAH ON THE PARLIAMENT OF 
RELIGIONS 
‘Wall—I’m glad enough I’m hum agin—kin 
rest my weary brain, 
For I’ve seen an’ heered so much, too 
much, I guess I’ve heered in vain. 


“I thought th’ Fair was mixin’ an’ th’ Mid- 
way made me crawl, 

But th’ Parl’ment of Religions was th’ 
mixin’est of all! 


I seen th’ Turks agoing round th’ Midway 
in th’ Fair, 

But our minister reproved me when he 
seen me peep in thair. 

‘‘Defilin’ place,” he called it, an’ th’ Turk 
‘a child of sin”; 

But th’ Parl’ment of Religions took all 
them heathen in. 


It made me squirm a little, to see some 
heathen’s air, 

As he told us Christians ’bout our faults 
an’ laid ’em out so bare, 

But thair flowin’ robes was tellin’ an’ th’air 
mighty takin’ folk, 

So th’ Parl’ment of Religions clapped to 
every word they spoke. 


Llistened to th’ Buddhist, in his robes of 
: shinin’ white, 
_ As he told how like to Christ’s thair lives, 
while ours was not—a mite 
"Tel I felt, to lead a Christian life, a Bud- 
dhist I must be, : 
An’ th’ Parl’ment of Religions brought re- 
ligious doubt to me, 


Then I heered th’ han’some Hindu monk, 
drest up in orange dress, 

Who sed that all humanity was part of 
God—no less, 

An’ he sed we was not sinners, so I com- 
fort: took, once more, 

While th’ Parl’ment of Religions roared 
with approving roar. 


Then a Cath’lic man got up an’ spoke, 
about Christ an’ th’ cross; 

But th’ Christians of th’ other creeds, they 
giv’ thair heds a toss. 

When th’ Baptist spoke, th’ Presbyterians 
seemed to be fightin’ mad, 

Tel th’ Parl’ment of Religions made m; 
pore old soul feel sad. ; 


T’ve harkened to th’ Buddhist, to th’ Hindu 


an’ th’ Turk; 
I’ve tried to find th’ truth that in our dif- 
ferent sects may lurk, ; 
"Tel my pore old brain it buzzes, like its 
For th” Paloni of Reli 
or th’ Parl’ment of Religions nigh pt 
out th’ light I had. 8 gh put 


Must I leave all this sarchin’’tel I reach 
th’ other side? 
T’ll treat all men as brothers while on this 
airth I bide, x 
An’ let ‘‘Love” be my motto, ’tel I enter 
-© in- tb’ door. 
_ Of that great Religious Parl’ment, where 
© greeds don’t count no more. 
- Minnie Andrews Snell, in Open Court. 


àge of Reason. Pap., #50. 
6 copies for $1; clo., 506- 3 

Age of Reason and Examina- 
ion of the Prophecies. 
Pap., 400.3 clo., 750. 

Apostle of Political and Re 
igious Liberty. (Life.) By 
J. E. Remsburg. Portrait. Pap., 
Oc.; clo. 75e. : : 

Common Sense. Written in 


1776. 15e._ p 

Crisis. Written During Am. 
Revolution. Pap., 40c.; Clo., 750. 

Great Works. 8vo. 800 pp.. 
ae 3; err ia $4; morocce 

edges, $4.50. : 

Life of. By J. E. Remsburg. 
Port. Pap., 50c. 

Life of. With Remarks or 
Comte and_Rousseau. By C 
Blanchard. Pap., 40c.; clo., with 
portrait, 60c. 

Life of. With Explanatory 
Observations. By G. Vale. Por. 
trait. $1. 

Lithograph of. Heavy plate 
paper, 22x%. a war 

Political and Religious Re» 
former. By B. PF. Under. 


wood. 10c. 

Political Works: ‘‘ Common 
Sense,” “Crisis,” “Rights of 
Man.” $1.50. _ 

Rights of Man. Answer to 
Burke's Attack on French Revc- 
lution. Pap., 40c.; clo., 756. | 

Testimonials to His Merits. 
Compied ky J. N. Moreau. 10c. 

Theological Works: ‘Age of 
Reason,” “ Examination of Propk- 
ecies,” etc., with Life of Pa:ae 

„end steel port. $1.50. . 

Vindication of, Reply to N. Y. 
Observer. By R. Q. Ingersol. i02. 


Adaress The Truth Seeker Compary,r., 
oe 


—THE—. 


FREETHINKERS' PICTORIAL TEXT-BOOK, 


SHOWING 


THE ABSURDITY AND UNTRUTHFUL- 
NESS OF THE CHUROH’S CLAIM 
TO BE A DIVINE AND BENEFI- 
CENT INSTITUTION, AND RE- 
VEALING THE ABUSES 
OF A U NION OF 
OHUROH AND 


185 


Full~Page 
Illustrations. 
WITH COPIOUS CITATIONS GF 
FACTS, 
HISTORY, 
STATISTICS, 


AND 


OPINIONS oF SCHOL- 
ARS 


TO MAINTA‘N THE ARGUMENT OF 
THE ARTIST. 


DESIGNS BY WATS °N HESTON, 
WITH PUOKTRAIT OF 
THE DESIGNER. 


The Illustrations are classified as follows: 


16 represent Uncle Sam and the Priests. 2 represent Samples of Christianity’s Work. 


2 The Church Robbing the People. {5 ae Missionaries. 
8 “ — Thanksgiving. 1 ee The Lord’s Instruments, 
B . Rebbath rye Bice 25 “ Bible Doctrines and Their Results, 
y ildren an e Church. 1 se e Church and Slavery. 
10 ty Woman and the Church 2 ie Priests and Politics. 
6 “a The Church and Thomas Paine. 4 Ireland andthe Church. | 
$ K Rtudies ja Natural History. 4 x Ghureb’s iden of Qivilization. 
e Bible and Science. 1 ` e Uses of the Cross. 
15. o e The Clergy and Their Flocks. 4 s: Unkind Reflections on the Church 
1 iety in Our Penitentiaries. 9 ersecutions of the Church. - 
7 a Fiety i ő E E tiari 2 te 3 fi f the Church 
: ə Atonement Scheme. 1 “ ome Allegories. 
4 “ The Lord and His Works. 3 St Heaven. 
2 * Prayer. 6 se Hel'. 
10 y The Creeds. 7 Miscellaneous. 
1 ee Christians and Mohammedans. 


A most extraordinary publication, We venture the assertion that nothing like it has ever be. 
fore appeared ia this country, and it is very doubtful if another one lixe it will ever again be pub- 
lished. We must give the Truth Seeker Company the credit « f putting the book in the reach of all. 
At twice the price it would have ben a cheap book. Art.st Heston as a portrait-painter and de- 


signer is a wonderful success. an {we judge from our own fcelings that nearly every Liberal in 
America will desire a copy of this most w-nderful volume.—[Freethinkers’ Magazine. 


Mr. Heston deserves ’o be called the artist-hero of Liberalism | He has dedicated his genius tr 
Freethought, and has done fai hful and noble work for the cause of right and truth. But the pict- 
ures do not make up the whole of -hia volume. There are nearlytwo hundred pages of readin 
matter that serve first as expianations of the illustrati-ns, and secondly as texts to prove the atte) 
falsity of the churcu:’s profeesions-and the hypocrisy of those who uphold them. Altogether ti 
book is one of tae best weapons against Christianity and the church tha; has ever been put in th 
hands of Freethinkers.—[Boston Investigator. 3 


Price, board cover's, $2; cloth, $2.50. 


Adress TIER TRUFH SFEKER.- 


POPES AND THEIR DOINGS | FILE BINDERS. 


y AQOOURT OF Those who preserve the volumes of Tax TRUTH 
Viears of Christ and Vicegerents of God. SEEKER need a File Binder, which we will send on 


Paper, Sdicents; cloth, % cents. receipt of one dollar. 


The Freethinker s Badge-pin 
CY. THE TRUTH SEEKER 


j Will be sent for $4.50. The 
2.75 Pin and THE TRUTH 
EEKER one year for $5. 


Ingersoll Souvenir Spoon 


AND 
THE TRUTH SEEKER 


ONE YEAR, 
Will be sent for $4.75. Sugar Spoons and TRUTA 
SEEKER, $5. Either kind (fea or Sugar) Spoon 
gilt bowl. 50c. more, 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


ANTERNS 


And STEREOPTIC ‘all prices, Views illustratiu 

every aubjecct for PUBLIC EXHIBITIONS, et. 
OP Aprofitable business fora man witha ematteapttal. Alse, 

Lanterns for Home Amusement. 250 page Catalogue frees 


MCALLISTER, Mfg. Opticians, 49 Nassau SteyNoVr 
18 eow39 


CHOLERA, DIPHTHERIA, Dysentery, 
Piles, Quinsy, Catarrh. The Antidote for 81 
Agents wanted. Dr. G.H. MILLER, 2,333 Hicory 
street, St. Louis, Mo., former address 1,441 South 
Twelfth street, Denver, Col. , 20628 


91.50 will now buy a reliable AMERI. 
GAN WATOH in strongGOLD PLATED 


Jahaan AMERICAN potent lever MOVEMENT, 
P\ Patent Esoapement and Regulator, Lantern Pinion, 
240 boata to minute; No key required to wind and 
set; woight 4 ox.; exactly like out; Post- id for $1.50, 
3 for $4.00, 12 for $15.00. by express. ‘ention paper 
and we will include handsome gold plated CHAIN & 
CHARM. AGENTS & Storckeepers sand for TERMS. 
Cataloguo of 1000 new articles FREE. 
ee marara = 
ROBERT Il. INGERSOLL & BRO, € 
68 CORTLANDT BT.. NEW YORE CITY. 


(ito Wettstein” WATCH. 


Perfected, new model, 16 jewels, full adjusted 
to heat, cold, and position, beautiful double sunk 
dial, and all modern improvements; guaranteed 
a perfect timer. Price, in silverine dust-proof 
cases, $17; 4-ounce coin silver, $23. In best filled 
gold case, open-face, dust-proof, $26; hinged 
case, $28 to $30; hunting, $80 to $85; 14 carat, 
solid gold, $45 to $150. Nickel works, $2 more. 

Regular Grade American Watches.— 
Silverine case, 7 jewels, $6; 11 jewels, $7.50; 16 
jewels, $9; ditto, adjusted, $i; ditto, 17 jewels, 
$15. {n finer ca-es, add a8 above. 

Ladies’ American Gold Watches.—All 
latest styles.in plush cases; best tilled, 7 jewels. 
$814; 11 jewels, $15.60; 15 Jewels, #20; 14 carat solid 

old, $10 more. Heavier, more elaborate, and 

iamond-set cases, from $5 to 8100 more. 
_ All watches sent with written gdarantee, kept 
in order 1 year, and efter that time cleaned for gi 
and returned free. . 

Sundries. - Lower grade nickel watches, $5. 
84, and $3. Best speciacies, $1; best razor, $2; 
best triple-platsd teaspoons, $1.80; table spoons, 
$4.60; knives, $1.76; forks, $1.75; all for sets of 6. 
Nolid silver spoons, $1.85 per ounce; solid silver 
souvenir RPOONS, $1, $1. 25, 81-50, Be to B3.. 

The Colonel ingersoll.—Tea, $2.50; orange, 
$2.75; sugar, $3; gilt bowls, 50 cents more 
Etched (teas only): 

“The Time to be Happy is Now,” 
50 cents extra. p 

The Torch of Reason Badge, solid gold, 
enameled in 5 colors, small ping, $2, $2.75, and 
$2.50. With diamonds, $5, 8. Large, $3 64, 85, 
$15. Charms, $3, $4, #5, 86, $7.50, $10, B15, B20, B80. 

Diamonds. 20 per cent. below market price, 
Send for price lists, cards in colors and gold of 
badge, tracts, etc., free. Ail goods prepaid (ex- 
cept Knives and forks) and cash refunded at op- 
tion. Watch cle ined $1, ana returned free. 
OTTO WETTSTEIN, Rachelle, IN. 
P.8.—The “Ingersoll Souvenir Spoon” free 
with every $20 order. 5 with $100 order. 


¥ 
4 


aN ee wid (4 
THE NOTED SPECIALIST, 
For Men Only, 


Is a physician of a wide and extensive practice, 
and his remedies are of the best. T'he Doctor 
treats all those peculiar diseases of young and 
middle-aged men, as the result of youthful errors 
and excesses, causing Karly Decay, Loss of Man- 
hood, Wasting Discharges, Varicocele, Mental 
and „Physical Debility, Idiocy, Insanity, and 
esth. : 

To those afflicted and who are desirous of being 
cured a bookles of some 33 pages Will be sent ta 
their adaress for ten cents, sealed in a plain 
envelope, giving %auUses and Symptoms of the 
Complaint and a description of the Doctor's im- 
portant medical discovery—an Outward Applica- 

ion—a positive cure—the only remedy of the 
kind.in existence—with evidences of success. 

E88, DE. B, P. OWS, 
Vineland, N. J.. 
and say you saw this advertisement in TER 
TRUTH SEEKER. 
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ZEKE IS INSPIRED TO PART WITH HIS 


HAIR. 


And thou, son of man, take thee a sharp knife, take thee a barber’s razor, and cause it to pass upon thine 
head and upon thy beard; then take thee balances to weigh, and divide the hair.—Ezek. v., 1. 
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“A Digest of Science.” 


THE DYNAMIC THEORY OF LIFE AND MIND: 


An attempt to show that all Organic Beings are both Con- 
structed and Operated by the Dynamic Agencies 
of their respective Environments, 


By JAMES B. ALEXANDER. 


Over 400 illustrations, 87 chapters, 1,067 pages, and a 3-column index of 11 pages. 
Price, express prepaid by us, only $2.75. 


This work endeavors to embrace the field covered by thousands of books, such as those of the 
* Humboldt Library of Science,” the “International Scientific Series,” etc., by bringing together, in 
simple and direct form, with proper correspondence between them, all of the known factors con- 


tributing toward the origin and evolution of organic beings. 


Do you wish to be well informed? THEN READ A OHAPTER OR VERSE DAILY FROM THIS BIBLE OF 


SOIENOE! 
It is entertaining as well as enlightening, and will lead you to “ worth-ship” (worship) nature 
—t.te., appreciate the worth of the Universal Mother. 


You must own this book some day: why not NOW? 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


REDUGTION IN PRICE OF A GREAT BOOK. 


OTL SANNA USI AA il 


a 


With the eighth edition œ 
Winwood Reade's ‘' Martyr 
dom of Man,” the cost ot 
production has been tes 


i NEN 
MD 


$1.00. 


The book has had a phenomenal sale for so heretical a work, second only to Helen Gardener": 
“Men, Women, and Gods,” and we give our readers the pecuniary benefit of w The 


“MARTYRDOM OF MAN” 


Is a very interestingly pictured synopsis of universal history, showing what the race has undergone 
—its martyrdom—in its rise to its present plane. Itshows how War and Religion have been oppree- 
sive factors in man’s struggle for Liberty, and the last chapter, of some 160 pages, describes hit 
intellectual struggle from the animal period of the earth to the present, adding an outline of what 
the author conceives would be a religion of reason and love. The chapters are: 


WA 


‘the Natural History of Religion, the Israelites, the Jews, the Proph 
RELIGION. cisracter of Jesus the Christians, Arabia, Mecca, Character of Mohan 
med, Description of Africa, the Mohammedans in Central Africa. 
j Ancient Europe, Invasion of the Germans, the-Castle, the Town, the 
LiBERT Church, Venice, Arab Spain, the Portuguese Discoverers the Slave Trade, 
Abolition in Europe, Abolition in America. Materials of Human History. 


INTELLECT. sme ee cab rin of Mon, ang Bariy, History 


oto $ of Reason and Love. 
eloo reduced from $1.75 to $1.00. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
A a 38 Lafayette place, New York, 


Egypt, Western Asia, the Persians, the Greeks, the Macedonians, Alexandri 
,Phetiicians, Carthage and Rome, Roman Africa, the Arabs. a the 


SURVEYORS, ATTENTION! 


A rare chance is offered for a survey or to get a 


TRANSIT CHEAP. 


We have one for sale, in good order, with 
Tripod, which cost $160. We will sell it for 
half-price—$80. Address 

THE TRUTH SEEKER. 

AGENTS "ivr bhorere 
= CENT PROFIT 

and more, get samp.e free, best- 

known goods m all America, cor 
sets, Belts, Brushes. Safety Razors 

Curiers, Insoles erste and allou 

otuver popular goods. (Either sex. 

Address Dr, EO A scorn, 
842 Broudway,N. Y. Cit,. 
a E E E 
A GREAT BOOK ON RADICAL, SOCIAL, AND 
ECONOMIC REFORMS 


The title of the book is 


A CITYLESS AND 
- COUNTAYLESS WORLD. 


The author is 
HENRY OLERICH, of Hawarden, Ia, 


This book is in story form, well printed on 
ood paper, well illustrated, and hands ‘mely 
bound. t 18 a text-book on “Co-operative In- 
dividualism.” For many it is perhaps too adical 
on some questions of reform, but it is neverthe- 

Jess eminently thought-provoking. 3 
The universal unrest manifested by the think- 
ing world, particularly during these “hard 
times,” plainly indica es that our social, eco 
nomic, and religious institutions are not in tune 
with the best thought of the age. The author 
vividly portrays an ideal world from which all 
our present social, economic, and religious evils 
are eliminated., For the fulfillment of his 
rophecv, the author does not rely on miracles 
Bat on the advancing intelligence of thoughtfu 
men and women, If Mr. Olerich’s ideal state can 
ever be attained the world will certainly be a 

paradise. Beautifully cloth-bound, price $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
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$75.00 to $250.00 Hotie 
working for B. F. JOHNSON & CO.,Richmond, Va. 


THE PHILOSOPHY 


, 


MENTAL HEALING. 


A Practical Exposition of 
Natural Restorative Power. 
By LEANDER EDMUND WHIPPLE. - 


A Book to explain the correct idea of Mental 
Healing, and what may be reasonably expected 
to result from an understanding of its principles. 

Price, $2.50. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Godly Women of the Bible, 


A HISTORY OF ALL 


The Women Who Figure in the Bible. 


Ay Uncopix WOMAN of THE NINETEENTH CENi 


Sloth, = = =- a «© = Woents. 


Jf ews of the Wook. 


_ Loy Srone is dead, ripe in years and 
honors. 


Tat New York Synod refuses to reopen 
the Briggs case. . oo 


Tue London Church Missionary Society 
admits that there is no anti-Christian cru- 
sade in Persia. 


HERBERT Spencer is in poor health, and 
has been obliged to do less than his usual 
amount of work. ` 


SENATOR ALLEN, of Nebraska, made a 
speech fifteen hours in length the other 
day in the senate. 


A FRR in New York on October 18th de- 
stroyed more than three millions of dollars 
worth of property, 


A orisis is imminent in Austria, caused 
by Count Taaffe’s suffrage bill and hard 
treatment of Bohemians, 


Tas New York and New Jersey bridge 
bill passed the house of representatives 
without a dissenting vote. l 


There have been an unusual number of 
desertions from the United States navy 
during the last six months. 


Ir hasbeen discovered that the Indian 
[English] penal code permits the sale of 
young girls except for public use. 


Wricut Mirris, of Evergreen, Ala., has 
been sentenced to two years’ imprisonment 
for sending a challenge to fight a duel. 


CuHaries Francois Gounop, the famous 
musician, and composer of ‘‘ Faust,” died 
in paris on Oct. 19th. He was born in 

818. 


Fsranor has gone crazy over the Russian 
fleet. Mobbings of those who do not take 
off their hats to the Russian officers are 
common. 


Lapy Henry Somerset is again here. 
She came to preside at the World’s Con- 
gress of the Women’s Christian Tem- 
perance Union. 


Szyvator Hinz, of New York, has re- 
cently come to the front in the senate as 
the leader of those who want the senate to 
reach a vote on the silver bill. 


AssooratE Justice Brown, of the su- 
preme court, was badly cut in the head by 
a piece of glass while attempting to close a 
window during a severe storm. 


Perry, the capital of the newly opened 
Cherokee Strip, has fifteen thousand in- 
habitants, six daily and two weekly pa- 
pors, and a choice assortment of despera- 

oes, i 


Proressor Henmaotrz, the German 
physicist, recently in America, was in- 
jured by falling down the companionway 
of the steamer in which he sailed from 
New York. 


Tue bombardment of Rio Janeiro con- 
tinues. Talk of foreign intervention is 
heard. United States war vessels hav ar- 
rived. Forts in the harbor are firing at 
each other. 


STRIKING coal miners at St. Helen’s, in 
the county of Lancaster, England, twice 
repulsed the constables who went to the 
rescue of non-union miners, who were be- 
ing maltreated by the strikers. 


UNDER pressure from England, the sul- 
tan has ordered that the streets of Mecca 
be cleaned and a pure water supply se- 
cured, It is hoped that this will check the 
spread of cholera from the holy city. 


On October 16th, a political meeting in 
Rome ended in a free fight between the 
Radicals, who were conducting the meet- 
ing, and the Anarchists. That night the 
theatre, where the trouble occurred, was 
burned. . 


Many lives were lost on Lake Erie dur- 
ing the recent storm, The Dean Rich- 
mond went down with her entire crew; 
the Wocoken foundered, and all but three 
of her crew were drowned, while many 
other vessels lost men. 


Wasuineton’s first decisiv victory, 


.| achieved at Trenton, was celebrated on 


October 19th by the unveiling of a magnifi- 
cent monument which has been talked of 
for fifty fore Eight governors and five 
thousand troops participated. 


Wares is working for disestablishment 
of the Welsh church and for land reform 
the latter on similar lines to those pursued 
in Ireland—fair rent, free sale, and fixity 
of tenure — only cloaked under other 
names. 


Firitp MarsHat MaoManon, of France 
duke of Magenta, died October 17th, age 
eighty-five years, He was the descendant 
of an old Irish Catholic family who fol- 
lowed the fortunes of the Stuarts, and 
after their downfall emigrated to France, . 
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L K. Washburn’s Works, 


Sunday and the Sabbath. “ʻA law regu- 
lating human conduct on the Sabbath is an im- 
pertinence.” Price, 10 cents. 

The False Teaching of the Christian 
Church. ‘‘The Thirty-nine Articles of 
the Ohristian church are thirty-nine poor, 
broken-down opinions.” Price, 10 cents. 

The Foolishness of Prayer. “ Think of 
a minister’s praying God to, kill 
or trying to induce the Deity Sena a 

o 


crusade of one against the 8 
Price, 10 cents. lorado beetle! 


Followers of Jesus. Price, 10 centa. 
Spiritualism ¢ Is It a Faith or a Fact? 
rice, 5 cents. 
Religious Problems. Price, 10 cents. 
Was. Jesus Insane? Price, 10 cents, 
The Public Schools and the Catholic 
Chureh. Price, 5 cents. 
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OGY—A STORY WITHOUT WORDS. 


G.W. POOTB. 


Being trne accounts of the passing away of the 
following persons, thus refuting the many Chris- 
tian slanders upon them and others: __ 

Lord Amberley, John Baskerville, Pierre Bayle, 
Bentham, Paul Bert, Lord Bolingbroke, 
Oo. o, Henry 

Richard Carlisle, 
thony Oolling, Auguste Comte, Condorcet, Robert 
anton, 68 arwin, 
elambre, Denis Diderot, 


dan 
e, Lord Byron, 


Etienne Dolet, George Eliot, Frederick the Great, 
Gambetta, Garibal Isaac Gendre, Gibbon, 
Godwin, Goethe, Grote, Heivetius, Henry Heth- 
erington, Hobbes, Austin Halyoake, Victor Hugo, 
Hume, Littre, Harriet Martineau, Jean Meslier 
James Mill, Joan Stuart Mill, Mirabeau, Robe 
Owen, Thomas Paine, Courtland Palmer, Rabe- 
lais, Winwood Reade, Madame Roland, George 
Sand, Schiller, Shelley, Spinoza, Strauss, Jo. 
Toland, Vanini, Volney, Voltaire, James Watson, 
John Watts, Thomas Woolston. 
Price. 25 cents 


Christianity a Fiction. 


By DR. J. H. MENDENHALL. 


THE 
Astronomical and Astrologic- 
al Origin of all Religions. 


Explanatory notes compiled and arranged by 


the late Jonathan M. Roberts. Price, 60 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Antiquity 
Unveiled. 


—o— 


2 oS Ancient Votces 
a > from the Spirit 
Realm disclose the 
most Startling Rev- 
elations. 


Proving Christianity 
to be of 
Heathen Origin, 


[ILLUSTRATED.) 
Price, ---- $1.50. 


fed 


Address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


A SHORT 
HISTORY OF THE BIBLE 


A Popular Account of the Formatlen and Development 
of the Canon, 


By BRONSON D. KEELER. 

Contents: The Hebrew Canon. The New Tes- 
ament. The Early Controversies. The Booka at 

irst Not Considered Inspired. Were the Fathers 
Qompetent? The Fathers Quoted as Scripture 
Books Which are Now Called Apocryphal. The 
Heretics.: The Christian Oanon. 

` Paper, 60 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


ls Controversy Dangerous? 


By W. F. JAMIESON. 


This little book goes down to the very bed- 
rock of human liberty. 


Price, - - - 25 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


CHEAP EDITION. 


Travels in Faith. 


By CAPT. ROBERT 0. ADAMS. 


Being the story of his mental journey from 
orthodoxy to Rationalism. 


Price, paper, 25 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Darwin and After Darwin, 


An Exposition of the Darwinian Theory. 
By Gzoras J. ROMANES, 


Asg stematic Exposition of what may be termed 
the Darwinism of Darwin, and intended to be of 
service to the general reader rather than to pro- 
fessed naturalists. 
_ Mr. Romanes is well known as one of the most 
interesting of English writers upon evolution, 
besides ranking with Professor Huxley in scien- 
tific knowledge and ability. And this is a part of 
his conclusion regarding the great subject of 
Design, to which the church so often refers: 
“Thus whether we look to the facts of adapta- 
tion or to those of beauty, everywhere through- 
out, organic nature we meet with abundant 
evidence of natural causation, while nowhere do 
we meet’ with any independent evidence of 
supernatural design. . - .. Adaptation and 
beauty are alike receiving their explanation at 
the hands of a purely mechanical philosophy. . . 
Ali nature has thus been transformed before the 
view of the present generation in a manner and 
to an extent that has never before been possible; 
and inasmuch as the change which has taken 
tace has taken plave in the direction of natural- 
ism, and this to the extent of rendering the 
mechanical interpretation of nature universal, it 
is no wonder if the religious mind has suddenly 
awakened to a new, and a terrible force in the 


words of, its traditional enemy—W here is now 


thy God? 
{ilustrated. Price, cloth, $2. 
‘Address, THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


BOOKS BY 
PROF. FELIX L. OSWALD. 


The Bible of Nature: A Contribution 
to the Religion of the Future. Cloth. $1. | | 
The Seeret of the East; or, The Origin 
of the Christian Religion and the Significance 

of its Rise and Decline. Cloth, 31. 
Physical Education ; or, The Health-Laws 
of Nature. Cloth, ah 
Household Remedies for the Prevalent 
Disorders of the Human Organism, , Oloth, $1. 
Zoological Sketches: A Contribution to 
the Outdoor aindy oe Natural History. Ilus- 
rate . Faber. Clo 5 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette place, New York. 
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New Publications. 


RELIGION A CURSE, 
RELIGION A DISEASE, 
RELIGION A LIE. 


By Samtel P. Putnam. 


Dedicated to the American Congress, of 1892, which for the sake of Religion, Stabvea Liberty 
to the Heart. 


| New Publications. 


A work burning with indignation inspir-d by the Congressional act closing the World’s Fair 
on Sunday—au act which pra-ticaliy united the government and the Christian ch irch. 


To which is added Mr. Putnam’s address delivered before the Columbian 
Exposition Committee of the House of Representatives against Sunday closing. 


Also the following Essays and Foem by Mr. Putnaw. which have ney’ r before bern put in 
book form: Orthodoxy; Freethought; Man. Not God (writen fora Paine anniversary); The Statue 
of Liberty and Thomas taine; a em written for the opening exercises of the Silverton, Ore., Free- 
thought Hall; Death and Lite; The Go.den Age; Shut the Door (a poem on the closing of the 
Centennial Exposition in Philac elphi ., in 18:6). SiT 

, The main essayin this wor: in on of the strongest arraignments ever made of tre religion 
which cramps and fetters the minds of th- people of this cou try It should be distributed widely. 
It has been commended in the highest term» as it appeared in ‘FHE TRUTH SEEKER and we hope every 
reader will buy a copy to lend his neighbor and arouse thought. 


Price 2% cents; Five copies for $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York City. 


DESIGN ARGUMENT FALLACIES, 


A Retutation of the Argument That Nature Exhibits 
Marks of Having Been Designed by 
an Intelligent Being. 


; SYNOPSIS: 


I. The Design Argument Vitiates Itself By Necessitating an Infinite Series of Designers. 
Ii. If There Were a Designer He Could Not Be Beneticent. 
III. If There Were One He Could Not Be Wise, for 
His Processes Are Egregiou-ly Slow, 
They Are Eg:egionsiy ~ asteful, 
They Of.en Nerve No U:e, 
_ They Have Prod ic-d Fau.ty Mechanisms. 
IV. What Is Caled Design Is Only Subserviency; and the Wasch Argument Is Illegitimaws. 
V. What Actually Did Cause So-Called Design. 
VI. Astronom: and Design ; 
The Argument of a First Cause. 


Embracing a Succinct Exposition of Evolution and a Sketch of Astronomy. 


BY THE EDITOR OF THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


ww 


THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 2 Lafayette Place, N. Y. 


Price16 cents. Address 


Remsbure’s Book on Lincoln Now Ready. 


ABRAHAM 
LINCOLN: 


WAS HE A CHRISTIAN? 


By John E. Remsburg. 


One of the most noted controversies of the century has been waged over the question of 
Abraham Lincoln’s religious belief. Soon after the remains of America’s most i lustrious son were 
laid to rest at Springfield, one of his bisgraphers, Dr. H Hand. put forward the claim that he was a 
Christian. ‘Fhe claim «as p omptly d nied by the dead statesman’s friends, but only to be renewed 
again, and again denied. And thus for a quarter of a century the question of Lincoln’s belief has 
been tossed like a battledore trom side ta side. i . i 

For fifteen yea s Mr. Remsburg has been collecting material for his work. He presents an 
array of testimony that is irresistibie and overwhe:ming, and which must p tthis qustion at rest 
forever. In additio: to the testimony of twenty wiinesses who claim that L.ncoind wa- a Christi- n, 
and which is reviewed and refuted, ne adduce- the testimony of more than & hun jred witnesses in 
proof of the claim that Lincoin wa, not a Chri‘ tian., These witnesses include h s w.fe and other 
relatives; his three law partners; his private secretaries; members of his cabinet; his principal 
biographers, and scores of his most intimate frienus. 


NOTED WITNESSES. 


Hon. W. H. Herndon, Col, Ward H. Lamon. Hon John T. Stuart, Col. James H. Matheny, Col 
John G. Nicolay, Judge David Davi: , Co: Jerse W. Fell, Fon. Leonard Swett, Dr. William Jayne, 
Judge Stephen T. Logan, Joshua F Sp ed, Hon. Jesse K. Dubois, Hon. Joseph Gillespi:, pr. C. H. 
Ray, Col. F. 8. Rutherford. Judge Ro: ert Leachman. Col. R. G_Ingersoli, Leonard_W. Volk, Joseph 
Jefferson. Hon. #. B. » astburne. Hon. E. M Haines, Hon. James Tuttle, Hon. M. B. Fiele, Hon. 
Geo. W. Julian, Hon. John B. Alley, Hon Hugh McCulloct, Gen. M_M. Trambull Rev. Da id 
Swing, Rev. Rotert Colly-r, Judge Jesse W. Weik, Hun. J. P. Usher, Hon. Geo 8. Boutwell, Hon. 
Wm. D Kelley, Salmon P. Chase, Wm. H. Seward. Hon. John Covode, Fon. A. J. Grover, * on. W. H. 
T. Wakefield. Gen. D W. Wilder, Judge Aaron Goodiich, Judge James M. Nel-on, hev. Edward 
Eggleston, Rev. J. hn W. Chadyick, Donn Piatt, H. K. Magie, Dennis F. Hanks, Mrs. Sarah Lincoln. 
Mrs. Mary Lincoln. , : $ 

The foregoing and sixty other reputable witnesses testify that the greatest man born on this 
eontinent was a Freethinker. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York 


MY RELIGIOUS EXPE- 
[eee] RENCE 


Being the story of his religious life and ment 
ourneyings. Written in his happiest and most 
rilliant way, and is the best of all his splendid 

works. Price, 25 cents. Address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Cloth, $1; paper. 50 cents. 


COSMIAN HYMN-BOOK. 


A COLLECTION OF 


ORIGINAL AND SELECTED HYMNS 
FOR 


Liberal and Bthical Societies, 
for Schools and 
the Home. 
~With Music Written to All the Songs.— 


Comrizep ny L. K. WASHBURN. 
Price, $1.50) For sale at THIS OFFIOR. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, NOVEMBER 4, i898. 


New Publications. | New Publications. 


PEN PICTURES OF THE WORLD'S FAIR, 


By SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 


A Full Description of the Fair, Invaluable as a Guide-Book and still more Inval- 
uable to those who cannot attend. It tells WHAT TO SEE and WHERE TO SEE IT; 
ives rates of admission to the various att actions of the Fair and cost of living in 
Jhicago, with other useful information to the visitor. 
tis, besides being a complete Guide-Book, the best description of the Fair yet 
given—poetic, beautiful, accurate. It describes the inauguration ceremonies, ‘gives 
the director-general’s address, the efforts to close the Fair Sundays and the triumph 
of the Sunday-openers; describes the various buildings and what they contain, and is, 
all in all, the very best picture of the Fair .bat can be painted with a pen. 


ILLUSTRATED. 
A MAP OF JACKSON PARK, enabling the visitor to make his way around, 
and the stay-at-home to see where he went. 


A BIRD’S-EYE VIEW OF THE FAIR, enabling one to comprehend ata 
glance the magnitude of the Exposition,the greatest ever known to the present time. 


PICTURES OF ALL THE PRINCIPAL BUILDINGS: 


Wowan’s Building. Art Palace. Fisheries Building. 
Administration Building. Manufactures and Liberal Agricultura) Building. 
Electrical Building. Arts Building. Transportati m Building. 
Machinery Hall. Mines and Mining Building. Horticultural Building. 
Forestry Building. ; 


A visitor to the Fair says of this book—reading it in Tae Trora Smexer—that 
it is charming and to one who has seen the Fair vastly entertaining. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Single copy, 25 cents. Five copies for $1. 


A New Book by Helen H. Gardener. 


FACTS AND FICTIONS OF LIFE. 


CONTENTS. 


Sex in Brain. J 
her dits in Its Relations to a Double Standard of 
orals 


Preface. KE 
The Fictions of Fiction. 
A Day in Cour i. . A k p 
Thrown in With the City’s Dead. Divoice ard the Proposed National Law. 
An 1 respo. sib.e Euucated Ci ss. | ? Lawsuit or Lega y. 

he Moral Responsibility of Woman in Heredity. | Common Sense in Surgery. 
Woman a» an Annex. 


At ‘he Woman’s Congress at Chicago Helen Gard -ner delivered as an address one of the chap- 
ters of tws boo«, The Chicago Times said of ıt and her; “ Bu. t:e jast addross, d ating w h the 
-> ost delicate of the problems of refo m,cle~r, unhesitant, mod st, bu uncompromising, was lis- 
tened to with breathiess ntere.t by the audience. It was ‘Heredity in Its Rola ion to a Double 
St:udard of Morals’ and t waa delivered by the one wom.n of ali others best qnalified t>speak 
upon that subject—Hele: Gardene '. Pet te, graceful, eloquent with’ tue barden of her thought, 
v iss G rdene: ench uned «very anditor, an | when she had tinished received a perfect ovatio +, which 
her cou age an.. devo ion haa so worthily wou. The evening session was highly in ere ing. but 
tha of the morning will be set down on tue tablet of the memory of those present as one of the dis- 
tinctivly greac features of the week’s congress.” 


Cloth. 81; paper, 50 cents. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


EVERY Woman Ought to Read It. Every LIBERAL Woman 
and Man Will Want It. 


WOMAN, CHURCH, AND STATE. 


By Matilda Joslyn Gage. 


This is Mrs. Gage’s latest and crowning work. It ia THE book to show how 
the church has enslaved woman and kept and keeps her in an inferior position. A 
glance at its contents will show this: 


The first chapte-—th Ma.riarchate—shows that under the old civilizations woman had grat 
freedow. but wat the tendeu yor (h i-tianity frum the first wa. to restrict her liberty. In this 
cuapter Mr Gaze claims th t'o the Matriarchate—or Mother-rule—the world is i-debied tur its 
fir.t conception of iuherent ri» bts ; : 

Chapter .I deals with the theologi al dogmas cf o-iginal sin a'd celibacy. Woman, by the 
church, was not regarded as a human being; marria: e was 1 oked upon as vile; wives were sol i 
as s.av 8; women driven t» ruci e; the influ. nce of the church wa. unfavor able to virtue. 'The 
clibasy uf tho cl rgy pioduced egradin sensuality, and woman » as the victim of these putes. 

Chapter III ig on The Canon Law, showin- how iha church contro.ed wonnan by making the 
leg tmac of » arriage dep.n upon it. own control of the cremony. Anc ent civilization gave 
pla et» Christi n barbarism the c ergy besame a distinct body—at once a“ holy” and an un iholz 
caste. Learn ng w 8 prohiv.ted towome ,husban s prvhilyted f om]-avingih m more than one- 
third of their property; d.ughters cou i be d.sinheritud, sons cou.d not. The Reformation effected 
no change. g f g g , 

. „Chapter IV—Ma quet e—is 01 Feud ] sm and its d-grada‘ion of wom-n, the rights of ‘lords 
spiritual,” the immorality uf the heads of the church, bapti-m of nude women in the early Ch istian 
church. 't also deals wich some cf the Jater-day abuses of females, like our Northwestern pineries, 
the English denau -heries, + overnmer t.l cri e-makers. etc. h . 

Chap.er V—Witchcraft. Inthe days ft’ is phare ofreligious insanity Mrs Gage shows how the 
possession of: ve aJsittie learning wa sufficient causv tu suspect a waman or witchcrafs, that to keep 
a pet was cangeroux, S9 rabid wr. the cler y not to suffer .. witelr t liv. ‘This perse ution for 
witchcraft was 2 contiunau_e of the ch reu’s policy for obtaining un vers-] dom nion over mankind. 
Women phvsicians of the Middle Ages were persecuted, and the “ Pilgrim Fathers ” continued it in 
America. The first synod co vened in America wa to try a woman for h.rexy, and othe.s were 
stripped and shippeito not agreeing wi:h the clergy . 

Thecnapter on ** W ves” sh ws how thedisrption ofthe Roman empire was unfavorable to the 
persona) and pro rietary r‘ghts «f womanu—t at tle sale of daughters was p acticed in Enyland 
seven huudred years after it was Christianized—that t e pract.ce of buying wives Was regulated by 
law—that women wero no‘ pe. mitted to read the Bible—tuat they were not admitted as witaesses— 
that civil mar iage -s*ppo-ed b the church. , oN 

In C -apter VIL is howa how polygamy was sustained by the Christian church, tha‘ the first 
synod of the weform tio | c nvened to sanction this institution, that Lather anu the other “ prin- 
cipal reformers ” favor.d it, as we 1 +8 the American Board uf Foreign Mis:ions. The Mormon the- 
ocracv is shown to be s:milar to that of other Christi.n sects. i . 

In the iast thre > chapters Mrs. Gage treat: of the opp»s'ti-n of the church to the amelioration 
ofw man’s sifferings as interfer. nca w th her‘ Luise,” of woman's desradation by the church to 
labars unfit for slaves, of woman’s ‘‘ inferiority,” as taught ¿y the churcn to-day, and of how little 
value Christianit, has been and 1s to civilization. 


The work is a burning protest against the tremendous wrong done woman by 
the church, which controled the state. Itis also extremely valuable as history. No 
woman, it seems to us, can read it and remain a supporter of the religious institution 
which has crushed her individuality, her mentality, and degraded her person. To the 
Womans cause it opens an Age of Reason. It ought to be widely read for the good it 

ill do. 


In cloth, $2; in hay-leather binding, $8. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
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SUBSCRIPTION RATES, 
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One subscription with one new subscriber, in oneremittance. 5 00 

One sukscription with two new subscribers, in one remit- 
tance 
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Any number over five at the same rate, invariably with one 
remittance. 


Money should be sent by express company’s money order. 
postal order, draft on New York, or by registered letter. 
Address communications and make drafts, checks, post-ofice 
and express money orders payable to E. M. MACDONALD, 

` B Lafayette place, New York. 


SPECIAL NOTICE.—We shall be obliged to our 
readers if they will send us the name and address of 
any Freethinker who is not a regular subscriber. 


The Cloven Hoof of the “Sabbath” Satan. 

Those who hav kept themselvs informed on the 
Sunday-observance question know that nearly all 
the leaders in the movement are very restiv when it 
is'charged that they wish to compel the people to 
observe Sanday as a holy day. They make it their 


business to declaim against the union of church | 


and state and they are sharp enough to see that 
they will lay themselvs open to the accusation of 
favoring such union if they advocate Sunday laws 
in the name of religion, So, as hitherto pointed 
out in these columns, they hav.invented several 
specious catch-words with which to deceive such 
of the people as might dangerously antagonize them 
should they frankly avow their purpose to make 
Christianity the state religion. They talk glibly 
and delusivly of a “civil” Sabbath which shall be 
enforced in order to allow everybody (except 
preachers, church organists, sextons, ushers, choirs, 
et al.) to “rest ” on Sunday, and they vary this 
siren’s song with considerable illogical and nauseat- 
ing talk about the “morality ” of Sunday reverence. 
But this pious pretense cannot be kept up all the 
time; not all the Sunday worshipers can be induced 
to talk discreetly—some will persist in making 
“unguarded statements” and thereby getting the 
whole Sabbatarian happy family into hot water. 
The latest to do this are some Boston clergymen, 
who hav assembled themselvs al and adopted 
these resolutions: 

‘We, the Congregational, Baptist, and Methodist 
ministers of Boston and. vicinity, assembled in our 
Monday meeting, Oct. 2, 1893, cordially unite with the 
Massachusetts Sunday Protectiv League in the following 
expression: 

‘ In view of the deplorable increase in the issue of 
Sunday newspapers in Boston, we are constrained to re- 
new our earnest protest against the Sunday newspaper, 
and our strong condemnation of it, as one of the chief 
agencies of evil in hindering our work. 

‘‘ Because it preoccupies the minds of its. readers on 
the Lord’s day with secular things, from the contempla- 
tion of which the higher needs of human nature and the 
beneficent divine requi:ement prompt man then to rest; 

“B. cause it thus beguiles its readers to neglect and 
-exclude from their thought those religious considerations 
on which all right character depends; 

** Because it thus indisposes its readers for public wor- 
ship in the house of God, disqualifies them for it, and 
detains them from it to a degree that is rspidly changing 
the habits of large sections of our population, far and 
near; : 


| without doubt, the newsboys, the Sunday paper is 


“Because in thus becoming a main instrument in 
breaking down the habit of public worship in our land it 
weakens the religious restraints which are indispensable 
to the stability of society, and thus becomes a foe to 
good order and a mensce to our civilization. 

**We look with the deepest sorrow upon the unscrupt- 
lous and unpatriotic greed, and the inhumanity, exhibited 
in the publication distribution, and sale of the Sunday 
newspaper, trespassing upon the civic rest day of large 
numbers of railroad employes, newsdealers, and 
especially youthful carriers; and in view of the hearing 
now in progress before the railroad commissioners of this 
state in regard to special Sunday newspaper trains, we 
respectfully represent to ihat honorable board that it 
seems to us against public policy to grant special favor 
to any one line of business on Sunday.” 


Now, here are five reasons why these clergymen 
are opposed to the Sunday newspaper. Four of 
these reasons relate entirely to the religious as- 
pects of the matter and only one bears upon 
the “ rest” question. Then which is of the most 
importance in the eyes of the clergymen, and, conse- 
quently, which will most influence their actions in 
the attempt to secure the suppression by law of 
these papers, the religious or the secular relations 
of the problem? Is it not perfectly plain that the 
Sunday law advocates are working in the interest 
of religion, that they want to enforce the observ- 
ance of Sunday because such observance will, in 
their. opinion, advance the cause of religion, and 
that their talk about securing a day of “rest” for 
helpless workingmen is the sheerest humbuggery ? 
No foe of the Sunday tyranny could hav more 
clearly and succinctly stated the case for the oppo- 
nents of Sunday laws than hav these ministers in 
the foregoing resolutions, especially in the third and 
fourth. They are opposed to the Sunday paper, as 
they are to Sunday amusements and Sunday work, 
primarily and chiefly because such publications, 
recreations, and labor interfere with their work on 
their particular work-day. All these secular agen- 
cies help to curtail their influence and authority in 


the community and lessen their means of liveli- 


hood. 


In the last resolution an “anchor is cast to 
windward”; a saving clause in regard to the “ civil 


‘rest day of large numbers of railroad employees, 


newsdealers, and especially youthful carriers,” is 
introduced, but it is evidently very much of an 
afterthought, a secondary consideration which it was 
necessary to recognize somewhere in order to draw, 
if possible, some support from the so-called labor- 
ing classes.- But labor is benefited, not injured, by 
the Sunday paper. There are always more men 
than there are places, and there can be no doubt that 
where superstition does not dominate, a sufficient 
number can be found who will gladly do this Sunday 
work, thus giving the “week-day” employees a chance 
to rest. As for the “youthful carriers,” meaning, 


an immense assistance to them. Suppose that a 
daily journal issues one hundred thousand copies 
of its Sunday edition, which sells for five cents per 
copy, and that the newsboys get one and one- 
half cents of each five paid by the reader. This 
givs the boys fifteen hundred dollars in wages each 
Sunday for the one paper of one hundred thousand 
circulation. Then a good portion of the remaining 
three and a half cents finds its way into the work- 
ingmen’s pockets, being distributed in the compos- 
ing room, stereotyping room, press room, paper 
mill, ink manufactory, and various other places. 
Of course much of this, in the absence of the Sun- 
day paper, would hav been drawn into the coffers 
of the church, but we cannot afford to weep with the 
ministers because of this diversion. What is their 
loss is freedom’s gain. We are not blind to the de- 
merits of the Sunday paper; we know that it con- 


an attempt to commit a crime. 


tains much very wishy-washy stuff, but the preach- 
ers are the ones who can least afford to call attention 
to such weakness. At the worst, the Sunday paper 
is more interesting and instructiv than the Sunday 
sermon, and even if it were not, the attempt of the 
clergy to suppress it by force is nothing less than 
The daily newspa- 
per proprietors are often cowardly and mean, loudly 
defending their own right to engage in business on 
Sunday, but joining with the Christian persecutors 
in hounding men engaged in less popular enter- 
prises who try to earn a dollar on that day. But 
actions are more important than words, and hence 
the example of the Sunday papers is one making 
for the widening of the bounds of free and just ac- 
tion, spite of their verbal lapses at times. 

the clergymen are right in their denunciation of 
the granting of special favors to one line of busi- 
ness, therefore we can never consent to giv the 
preacher, prayer and psalm-singer a monopoly of 
Sunday. Let them take their chances with men 
and women engaged in all other occupations. Let 
each person select his or her own rest days and rest 
weeks and rest months and rest years. The hand 
of the church must be kept off the helm of state. 
The priests must not be permitted to subvert and 
degrade just.ce in the name of physiology. We 
thank the Boston ministers for letting in the light 
of day upon the sinister designs of their junto. It 
is not the rest day, but the Christian Sunday for 
which they clamor and scheme. We know what 
they want and where they are. We shall hav only 
ourselvs to blame if we are ultimately beaten. 


After Talmage’s One Hundred Dollars. 


It will be recalled that unreverend T. De Witt 
Talmage recently offered one hundred dollars to 
any Infidel who could prove, by one witness, that 
he had read the Bible twice through by course. 
The Bible is put together somewhat carelessly, and 
while there is no class of people who hav studied 
it more carefully and thoroughly than hav the 
educated Freethinkers, the temptation to read it 
through by course is not exactly irresistable. No 
doubt Talmage was depending partly upon this 
to enable him to keep his cash. The point he was 
trying to make was that the Bible is one book, a 
coherent and logically connected whole, and the 
reason Infidels do not accept it is their supposed 
failure to read it through from beginning to end, 
this failure resulting in the breaking of the chain 
of revealed truth and the consequent release from 
her moorings of the ship of faith. ‘That the Bible 
is a heterogeneous collection of books, fragments 
of books, books patched up out of parts of otber 
books, many of them written by unknown authors, 
and produced in periods of time separated by hun- 
dreds of years, is a fact not known to the mass of 
Christian believers, and Talmage relies upon this 
popular ignorance to giv weight and force to his 
flamboyant challenge. But when a speaker or 
writer depends upon the ignorance of his auditors 
or readers to supply the truth and logie which is 
absent from his deliverances, he leans upon a weak 
support indeed, and is almost certain to find himself 
precipitated into an inconvenient chasm at a moment 
when he deems his position most proud and secure. 
This seems to be the case with Talmage just now. 
A man comes forward who says that he wants that 
one hundred dollars and that he has the pole which 
can gather it from the Talmagian persimmon tree. 
This man is Rev. Moses Hull, ex-minister in the 
Adventist church, ex-lecturer for the Liberals, now 
Nationalist speaxer and Spiritualist preacher. He 
is fluent, eloquent, and an exhaustless magazine of 
Biblical texts. In his monthly, Vew Thought, he 
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talks in this saucy way about the offer of the 
Brooklyn sensationalist: “Rev. T. De Witt Tal- 
mage has, in a recent sermon, offered one hundred 
dollars to any Infidel who has twice read the Bible 
through by course. If an Infidel is, as Webster 
says, ‘One who disbelieves the inspiration of the 
scriptures and the divinity of Christianity,’ I can be 


put down as an Infidel. For over thirty years I 
kav not believed in the plenary inspiration and the 
I am entitled to the 
I hav read the Bibl: through 
by course twenty-three times, five times since such 
‘men as the reverend doctor hav been calling me an 
In the year 1891 I read King James’s 


divine authority of the Bible. 
one hundred dollars. 


Infidel. 
version through twice, and the revised version once, 


beginning in each instance at the title page and 


ending with the final ‘amen.’” 


The money is not all that Mr. Hull wants; he 


wishes also to test Talmage’s knowledge of the 
Bible; he would feel almost too happy to liv if he 
could get that gentleman into the competitiv exam- 
ination herein proposed: “Now, if Dr. Talmage 
wishes to test my knowledge of the Bible before 
he hands over the one hundred dollars; if it is his 
desire that he and I shall pass through a mutual 
test, to see which has made the more thorough 
study of the Bible, I will try and arrange to meet 
him at some time and place where it suits his and 
my convenience. We will test the amount of 
knowledge he and I may hav of the Bible, and 
allow a mutually chosen committee to decide 
whether I am entitled to the one hundred dollars 
or not.” 

But the foregoing is not enough—Mr. Hull seems 
animated by the inquisitorial spirit, and proposes 
to find out what the preacher does not know about 
the history of God’s book. Hear him: “Should 
Mr. Talmage wish further to test my knowledge of 
the origin of the bible, of its authors and of its his- 
tory, I am willing to include that in the test, pro- 
viding that gentleman himself will submit to the 
same ordeal.” 

And now he cruelly tells the Christian champion 
what he wants to do with the money, and in addition 
he seems to insinuate a doubt of the challenger’s 
candor: “Iam not doing this as a game of bluff; 
I really want the one hundred dollars; and I 
promis, if the doctor hands it over, according to his 
voluntary promis, that I will honestly expend every 
cent of it in publishing and circulating a reply to 
his often repeated harangue against Spiritualism. 
Besides that, I want to be tested as well as to test 
Mr. Talmage’s knowledge of the Bible, and his can- 
dor in making the offer.” 

Will Talmage stand by his guns and his proposi- 
tion, or will he try to sneak away ? 


Another Proposed Assassination of Justice. 


The Catholic reeman’s Journal grows enthusi. 
astic over the proposition of Congressman Wheeler 
in reference to the celebration of the beginning of 
the twentieth century of Christianity. It says: 

‘Let us hav the fair in commemoration of this greatest 
fact in human and divine history. Even from the low, 
material view, mankind’s advancement, under the aus- 
pices of the cross, leaves it debtor beyond measurement 
to Christianity, The soldiers of the master pioneered 
our American civilization, just as their.co-laborers in the 
Old World stood between unarmed and uneducated man 
and hig enemies in his struggle from darkness into the 
light. Let us hav the fair in 1900 and let New York show 
that grand and unequaled as was Chicago’s Exhibition in 
honor of the Christ-bearer, Columbus, it can still sur- 
pass that wonderful display with the glory and vindica- 
tion of God’s goodness to us as the incentiv.” 

We wonder if the church is really proud of the 
murderous performances of “the soldiers of the 
cross” in Mexico and Peru? And when its cham- 
pions talk of its services to humanity in the Old 
World we are reminded of Clifford’s comment upon 
its claim to hav preserved learning through the 
long, dark night of the Middle Ages: “A man,” he 
pithily remarks, “burns your house to the ground, 
erects a wretched hovel on the ruins and then 
takes credit for whatever shelter there is about the 
premises.” As for the achievements of the “Christ- 
bearer, Columbus,” not one of them would now 

. laurel his memory had he not acted in utter dis- 
regard of the teachings of the church concerning the 


conformation of the earth. Only when he was a 
practical heretic was he of service to mankind. 

“God’s goodness to us” is not apparent, unless 
we consider that he is to be credited with the 
diminution of the power of his church. But as his 
ambassadors fought to the utmost to smother the 
enlightenment that made possible such decrease of 
churchly tyranny, we do not think we are under 
any obligations to thank him or belaud it for the 
tolerable degree of security from persecution which 
we to-day enjoy. Certainly, the nation cannot in 
justice levy taxes upon all the people to pay the 
expenses, or any portion of the expenses, of a 
Christian ratification meeting. Let the Christians 
hold the fair under their own auspices and foot the 
bills themselvs. If the followers of Jesus and Paul 
insist upon compelling those who do not accept as 
divine or true the teachings of those ancient 
agitators we shall know that there is at least one 
fundamental principle of an honest human society 
which Christianity, despite all the boasting of its 
adherents, did not giv to the world and does not 
regard, and that is the principle of justice. 


Four Good Books for German Freethinkers. 

We can supply, in the German language, the 
following four books which everyone knows to be 
good: 

“The Mistakes of Moses,” by Col. R. G. Ingersoll, 
50 cents. 

“Men, Women, and Gods,” by Helen H. Gar- 
dener, 50 cents. 

“The Gods,” by Col. R. G. Ingersoll, 25 cents. 

“Miracles and Miracle-Workers,” by John Peck, 
20 cents. 

These are neatly printed, bound in paper covers, 
and are complete. Our German-reading friends 
should circulate these widely. 


In J. K. Ingalls’ “Mythology and Economics,” 
last issue of paper, insert “stamp” after govern- 
ment in third line of second paragraph, and “non” 
in lieu of now before legal in eleventh line of same 
paragraph. 


C. W. Goff, the Freethought university advocate, 
of Kearney, Neb., pays the following characteristic 
compliment to Remsburg’s “Jesus Christ,” de- 
livered before the International Congress: “It is 
the best thing I ever heard, and knocks out any- 
thing that has ever been put up in the English 


language.” 
—<—_— 


The San Francisco Examiner cuttingly says: 
“Barbers do not want the Midwinter Fair closed 
Sundays because this would destroy their only 
chance of attending. There are other journeymen 
in the same condition. Ministers, however, hav 
reason to be grateful that they can attend any day 
of the week, and natural generosity would prompt 
them to remember those less fortunate.” 


u 

The Woman’s Christian Temperance Union 
females who engaged in White-Capism a few days 
ago decoyed their victims into their talons by sign- 
ing the names of several young men to notes which 
they sent to the young women. Of course forgery 
is a trifling crime for Christian viragoes to commit. 
They remembered the “crafty” example and ad- 
monitions of that model friend of woman, St. Paul. 


Rev. David Gregg is debited with the statement 
that “ Love, which is the soul of friendship, is the 
fruit of religion.” Well, about how much religion 
is there in “Christian Europe,” tne nations of 
which, in order to manifest their friendship and 
love for each other, hav eighteen millions of men 
trained to the highest degree of perfection in the 
art of maiming and killing, and armed with the 
latest and most improved instruments of death? 
« Whom the [Christian] loveth, he chasteneth,” eh ? 


eee 

God has just knocked down another woman. 
She is a Baltimorean. She was in court, testifying 
in her own behalf, having been charged with strik- 
ing a young woman with a teapot, and she reck- 
lessly called upon God to smite her if she had not 
spoken the truth. He smote. It was all right, 


probably, because it was established that she did hit 


the young woman, and we suppose his majesty 
wanted to admonish her to keep her temper under 
better control. His own has always been murder- 
ously violent. 


Prof. Felix Oswald will shortly resume his bright 
paragraphs on “Science and Progress,” which ap- 
peared in Tue Truru Szezxer last winter and spring, 
but got crowded out by the voluminous World’s 
Fair letters. Tur Trura Serger obtains the ser- 
vices of the best minds and pens in the land, and 


‘Professor Oswald has not the least of these. 


Everybody that we know likes to read the epigram- 
matic sentences from his pen—except the Chris- 
tians! 


Among the sturdy Freethinkers of Iowa none 
were more earnest in their loyalty to the great 
cause than the four Dutton brothers, Leroy, 
Lorenzo, Charles, and Jerome. Intelligent, hos- 
pitable, generous, and fearless they hav been a 
tower of strength in Clinton county. Alas, the 
ranks are broken! Jerome Dutton is dead. Keen 
in thought, genial in disposition, tender-hearted, 
and loving, he kindled admiration, inspired respect, 
and stimulated love in all who knew him. He was 
a true man and the world is better because he has 


lived. 
a 


A Chicago paper recently called attention to the 
fact that “Americans who engage in commerce in 
so-called heathen lands seldom become embroiled 
with the natives. It is only the missionary, who 
attacks old traditions and long-established faiths, 
that gets into trouble,” and then asks: “Are the 
inhabitants of our land so firmly grounded in the 
precept and practice of Christianity that we can 
turn our attention to the heathen at the risk of 
kicking up international rows?” There is food for 
thought in the above, and Taz Trura SerKER has 
in the past illustrated the folly of religionists of 
Christian countries trying to pull the mote of dif- 
ferent doctrin from the eyes of people of heathen 
countries, while the eyes of the people of Christian 
countries were full of the beams of moral and social 
wrongs. 


The attendance at the World’s Fair on Sunday, 
Oct. 22, was 152,206, of which 140,578 paid the 
admission fee. Had it not been for the supersti- 
tion and cowardice of, many of the exhibitors, 
who hid their exhibits, the unaccountable conduct 
of the managers in not providing some compen- 
sating attractions for that day, and their failure. to 
reduce the admission fee to the thus crippled show, 
Sunday opening would hav justified itself from the 
beginning. As it was, it did not hav a fair trial. 
People could not be expected to pay full admission 
rates to an entertainment shorn of four-fifths of its 
attractions. These facts must be borne in mind 
when Sabbatarians in future oppose Sunday open- 
ing of any place and claim that the slim Sunday 
attendance most of the time at the World’s Fair 
showed that the people are opposed to Sunday 
recreation and instruction. 


Chief Justice Maxwell of the Nebraska supreme. 
court, whose decision affirming the validity of Sun- 
day laws was recently reviewed in these columns, 
was defeated for renomination in the Republican 
convention. Whereupon he has come out in sup- 
port of Judge Holcomb, the Populist candidate. 
This is bad for Holcomb, who stands upon a plat- 
form which contains these two planks: 

'‘ We are opposed to any union of church or state in 
any form or under any pretext whatever. 

“ We demand that the freedom of speech and of the 
press shall ever be maintained; that there shall be no re- 
ligious test for office. We are opposed to all secret or 
open political organizations based on religious prejudices 
#8 contrary to the spirit and genius of our institutions 
and thoroughly un-American, 

If those planks are to be understood as meaning 
what the letter expresses how can a theocrat like 
Maxwell support any man who honestly accepts 
them ? 

i eg E E 

There was imminent danger of all the United 

States Senators losing their souls—and some of 


them their seats—if the silver debate had continued 
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much longer. A dispatch from Washington a few 
days ago said: “Shortly after this episode the 
Senate took a recess until to-morrow. It took a 
recess instead of adjourning because if it adjourned 
it would hav to listen to prayer when it meets 
again, and it would be obliged to observe certain 
other forriulas of etiquette and business which the 
Senators are too impatient and too absorbed to 
make way for.” About ten days later we get some 
additional information regarding the danger that 
menaces Senatorial souls. Senator Allen “ called 
attention to the fact that for ten days the Senate 
had been proceeding in the legislativ day of Tues- 
day, Oct, 17th, and that in all that time the Senate 
had not listened to a single prayer by the chaplain.” 
This is simply awful. i 


It will. please our readers to learn that Mr. 
Charles Watts will send us frequent letters from 
England, giving the news about the Freethinkers 
in the tight little island, what they think about 
things generally, and what they are doing. Our 
English friends, when they meet him, can hand him 
their subscriptions, and he will transmit them. 
Mr. Watts returned home on the record-breaking 
Campania last Saturday morning. In company 
with the author of «Four Hundred Years of Free- 
thought,” we spent Friday evening with him on 
that magnificent vessel—an evening full of jollity 


except the parting, but which it wouldn't do to re-. 


port too closely. The Poet and the Debater had 
the platform to themselvs, and the Editor gathered 
much wisdom, which is carefully treasured. Mr. 
Watts sent greeting to his friends all over the 
country, and took others home with him to all the 
Infidels of England from the land of Yankee 
Doodle. 


It is reported that Rev. J. G. Stewart, of Mon- 

. mouth, Illinois, has been suspended from the min- 
istry of the United Presbyterian church because of 

_ his belief in divine healing. Well, what next! The 
New Testament writers could not. hav had the 
Presbyterians in mind when they. penned ‘some of 
their “ Prescriptions for Christians—follow the di- 
rections carefully.” Dr. Mark prophesied that 
those who believed in Christ should “lay hands on 
the sick and they shall recover.” Evidently the 
United Presbyterians of Illinois dare not risk such 
a test as this. Dr. James givs more particulars in 
his prescription: “Is any sick among you? Let 
him call for the elders of the church; and let them 
pray over him, annointing him with oil in the name 
of the Lord, and the prayer of faith shall save the 
sick, and the Lord shall raise him up; and if he 
hav committed sins they shall be forgiven him.” 
This would appear to giv the Christian Scientists 
large odds against the Presbyterians. What is the 
matter with the latter, anyway? Are they getting 
to be afraid or ashamed of their own “rule of faith 
and practice ”? 


The St. Louis Christian Advocate wishes now 
that it had not been so sure concerning something 
it did not know anything about. In its anxiety to 
make a point against the Sunday paper, it asserted 
that “London, with her five million inhabitants, 
has no Sunday newspaper.” Upon which the 
Christian Commonwealth, of London, comments: 
. « This will be news to the people of the metropolis 
who hav become quite accustomed to hearing the 
Sunday newspapers cried by the newsboys. We 
are profoundly sorry that our contemporary’s ob- 
servation is wholly untrue. London has a surfeit 
of Sunday newspapers, and some of these hav a 
phenomenal circulation, reaching as many as five 
hundred thousand. Surely this does not look much 
like sup:rior respect for the Lord’s day on this side 
the Atlantic!” This is a very good report. It 
shows that the people are slowly getting back their 
own from the priests and the priests’ God. Some- 
time this absentee Lord will be wholly dispossessed. 
We can hasten the coming of the hour of happy de- 
liverance. Watch and work. 


D. W. Wilder, ex-commissioner of Kansas, says 
in his Insurance Magazine : : 
‘In the United States the belief in hell, an eternal 


fire, no longer exists; it was a human invention that hu- 
manity has outgrown and sloughed off.” 

Mr. Wilder seems to hav mistaken the opinions 
of the cultivated few for the beliefs of the unedu- 
cated many. A few hundred city ministers, who 
speak to and for the Unitarianized people of hu- 
Manitarian feelings, are on one side; on the other, 
are the tens of thousands who break the bread of 
the gospel for the millions. Listen to the teach- 
ings in the Sunday-school; hark to the utterances 
of the great evangelists, whose ravings can hold the 
attention of cities of one hundred thousand inhab- 
itants, and who gather in thousands of converts 
at a single meeting, and tell us, if you can can- 
didly, that the fires of hell hav really been ex- 
tinguished. Hell has not become unpopular in 
the creeds—not a church has eliminated the dogma 
from its confession of faith. Until the churches 
officially close hell we shall be justified in maintain- 
ing that belief in it is a fundamental dogma of 
Christianity. Their more astute leaders know just 
as well as we do that hell is the keystone of their 
structure; with that gone the whole redemptiv con- 
trivance tumbles into ruins. 

Se eee 

We do not wish to precipitate another panic or 
“object-lesson ” upon the country, but it is per- 
fectly true that there are a number of our sub- 
scribers whose time has expired who hav not paid 
us. And it is perfectly true also that there are 
some people down-town to whom we owe money 
whom we hav not paid. But it will be perfectly 
easy to even this thing up if those subscribers will 
stop at the post-office and buy a money order for 
$3 and mailit here. If they meet a neighbor on 
their way who doesn’t take the paper but wants it, 
make the money order $5 and it goes for a year to 
both. But please remember that the down-town 
fellows here are hard up. 


We desire to call the attention of readers of Tur 
Terura Seeker to the benefits of subscribing to the 
Truth Seeker Monthly Library. The yearly sub- 
scription is only $3, and subscribers to the Library 
receive a paper-bound copy of each book issued in 
it; or, if they desire the books in cloth binding, 
subscribers can remit the difference in price be- 
tween paper and cloth binding, and get the books 
in the latter shape. So far this year subscribers 
to the Library hav received “Paine Vindicated,” 
by Colonel Ingersoll, price 15 cents; the “ Crea- 
tion of God,” ‘by Dr. Hartmann, price 50 cents 
the “Resurrection of Jesus,” by Don Allen, price 
40 cents; “Crimes of. Preachers,” price 25 cents; 
the “ Handbook of Freethought,” by W. S. Bell, 
price 50 cents; “ Religion a Curse,” by S. P. Put- 
nam, price 25 cents; “ Design Argument Fallacies,” 
price 15 cents; “ Pen Pictures of the World’s Fair,” 
price 25 cents, and “Abraham Lincoln: Was He a 
Christian?” price 50 cents. Other books besides 
are in preparation. One of these, we may men- 
tion, is “Pleasure and Progress,” by A. M. 
Lorentz, LL.B., of which further notice will 
shortly be made. Send $3 and receive at once 
the books already published, and, as they ap- 
pear, those which will be published between now 
and January, ’94. : 


We hav purchased the copyright and plates of 
A. Jacobson’s “ Bible Inquirer,” and shall soon hav 
ready the fourth edition of that admirable little 
book, of which Lincoln’s old law partner, and biog- 
rapher, Wm. H. Herndon, wrote to the author: 


“A few days since I received your most excellent 
pamphlet, the ‘Bible Inquirer,’ and for which I am 
much obliged to you. It should be in everybody’s hand. 

t: The arrangement is methodical and excellent. How 
any sane man or woman in the world can hold that the 
Bible is God’s special revelation, as contended by the 
Christian world, I cannot conceive. 

«Your one hundred and forty-eight propositions 
quoted from the Bible refute the idea that God had any- 
thing to do with the book. If God revealed it he is a 
poor God. Í 

‘6 Tt smells of the ignorant and barbarous human. It 
is a record of the struggle of the human soul in the 
process of its grand evolution to know the unknowable 
—to know nature—its laws, causes, etc, Your book is 


a manly attempt to enlighten the world on the subject. 
of revelation, and I hope you will scatter the pamphlet 
over this broad land. 

**You hay done in this matter a most noble deed for 
humanity. It has most certainly cost you much intel- 
lectual toil and effort. Your pay will be the gratitude of 
your fellow-men. Among the great men of the world is 
he who removes ignorance and superstition, and substi- 
tutes therefor fact and science. You hay done your 
duty bravely and nobly. I do sincerely recommend 
your book to all free Religionists, Liberals, and those 
who would be free. The book is a good thing; it is no 
sham; it is a fact—solid facts, well and sharply put.” 


As to the dream of Christian unity, Cardinal Gib- 
bons says: 


‘There is a heartfelt desire for it, Iam sure, among 
all goodmen. The Parliament of Religions was an evi- 
dence of it. But the essential principle of unity is a 
head, and there can be no union of Christians without a 
central authority. The successor of St. Peter is the head 
for members of the Christian faith, approved by our Lord 
himself.” 

Cardinal Gibbons is undoubtedly right as re- 
gards the necessity of a central authority in matters 
religious, especially in the case of a “universal” 
church. It is not possible otherwise to prevent 
schism and disintegration. Doubts must be 
smothered. The machinery of the organization can 
work smoothly only when the power is distributed 
through one great, central motor. What is true of 
religion is true of morals. To successfully establish 
a universal system of morals, heretics must be re- 
lentlessly crushed. All must conform their conduct 
to the one standard, that of the dominant party. 
In Christian ethics no account can be taken of tem- 
peramental, geographical, and racial differences. 
All priesthoods are alike. None can tolerate dis- 
sent. The bed is made to hold a man of a certain 
length. ‘those who hav fallen short must be 
stretched, those who hav been unfortunate enough 
to grow a little taller must be chopped down to fit. 
The universal church means the stagnant, it means 
the intolerant, it means the persecuting, church. 
The universal empire is another name for despot- 
ism. Had Rome, the mistress of the world, main- 
tained her ancient power until to-day, or could 
Russia shadow the whole earth with her flag, would 
there be any political liberty? If the Catholic 
church had encountered no rivals, could Free- 
thought even whisper now? Uniformity is en- 
forced conformity, cruelty, persecution, decay, 
dissolution. 


Freethought Progress. 


Toronto has no Sunday street cars yet but the Sunday 
omnibus movement is extending, several lines having 


been opened. 


The barbers who do not want to work on Sunday seem 
determined that those who do shall not hav the opportn- 
nity. It is the dog-in-the-manger trick again, but it is 
not always successful. Mayor Bevins, of Omaha, has 
just vetoed a Sunday-closing ordinance for barbers. 


About two months ago the Boston Post began the issue 
of a Sunday edition, this making three Sunday papers in 
that city—the Herald, Globe, and Post. Now the 
Journal has made the trio a quartet. It ia the only 
Republican Sunday paper in Boston. Of course the 
meddling preachers are raising a fuss about it. They 
are bound to defend their Sunday trust by fair means or 


foul. 


Canon S. A. Barnett admits that the Japanese get on 
remarkably well without religion. He says: ‘‘No one is 
religious, I believe in nothing. I believe in myself! ex- . 
presses the attitude of young Japan. The Japanese are 
curiously deficient in the religioussense.” Yetby energy 
and versatility, Japan in science, education, and history 
now takes it place alongside the foremost nations.—Lon- - 
don Freethinker. 


If every modern theologian could receive, by a sudden 
inspiration, Professor Tyndall’s openness of mind to 
disclosures of truth, his earnestness of purpose in quest 
of truth, aud his candor of statement in teaching truth, 
there would be an end to heresy trials; and the church 
universal would enjoy an illumination like that which 
used to make St. Peter’s dome on Easter night a blaze of 
glory.—Rev. Dr, Abbott, in Outlook. 


Lady Shelley has just presented the Shelley Memorial 
to University College, Oxford. Several clergymen were 
present, and the principal of the college, in acknowledg- 
ing the gift, said that ‘‘the rebel of eighty years ago was 
the hero of the present century.” It was Universit, Col- 
lege from which Shelley was expelled for Atheism. hus, 
to adopt Ingersoll’s words, ‘‘the heretic of one age be- 
comes the aureoled saint of the next!’—Secular Thought. 


m_a 

Readers will aid the cause by forwarding us 

names of their friends who might be interested in 
sample copies of Taz Terura SEEKER. 


694 > 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, NOVEMBER. 4, 18938. 


Woman: Four Centuries of 
Progress. 


We are living to-day in the midst of glowing 
splendors. Our breath mingles with the bloom and 
beauty, the flowers and fragrance of the grandest 
hour since time began to be. 

On either hand a multitude of honors and 
achievements meet and greet us. 

The blossom of genius, the wealth of art, the 
glories of science, speak with a million eloquent 
tongues. , 

Reality, strong, supple, graceful, with queenly 
magnificence, dowers the world with strength and 
honor. As, with magician’s wand, she has touched 
the hidden forces of Nature, lo, from centuries 
of growth and development, has unfolded the fair- 
est fruitage of all the blooming earth. 

It is eminently fitting and proper that the blos- 
gom of philosophy and reform should crown this 
unequaled exhibit of the world’s great work and 
worth. Hence, science holds the jeweled coronal 
above the fair brow of Freethought to-day. Free- 
thought, many times slandered, bruised. beaten, 
bleeding, martyred, yet now arisen, glorified, dei- 
fied, arrayed in robes of consummate grace and 
glory—the pure white angel, and only savior of 
this, or any other world. 

In the midst of the golden glory of the magical 
scenes unfolded before the enraptured vision stands 
_ Woman, an active, honored coadjutor and friend. 

For the first time in modern history she is in her 
own place. For the first time her right to be a part 
of the forces that produce the beauty and delight 
of the world is acknowledged. For the first time 
she stands beside her brother in art, literature, in- 
dustry, and science. 

All honor to America for this recognition, a rec- 
ognition, however, absolutely compelled by the hard 
work and persistency of woman, and the times in 
which we live; and it is right that in this new world 
the triumph of woman over old-time prejudices, over 
ancient and rigorous customs, should be complete 
and undisputed. 

Just here it is pertinent to inquire why this 
present condition of things has not always obtained, 
why woman has not heretofore, as in the present, 
stood shoulder to shoulder, and hand in hand with 
man? What terrible force, what iniquitous powers 
have operated to keep her in ignorance, and what 
has made her a weakling, distrustful of herself? 
What had she done? what dreadful crime committed 
for which she was relegated toa back seat or no 
seat at all, in the world’s great auditorium? What 
sins lay at her door that she should be compelled to 
do penance as long as she lived? 

And what has changed the order of events? 
What has raised her to the position she occupies to- 
dav? What power has brought to her the oppor- 
tunities sho now enjoys? What has broken the 
barriers that, not so long since, shut her from all 
that she now takes as her just right and due? 
Why is the consideration tendered her to-day, never 
vouchsafed her before? What in the past held her 
a slave, and what has changed her condition ? 

The above are a few of theinquiries we shall seek 
to answer, briefly and concisely us possible in the 
space assigned us upon this occasion. 

When Isabella of Castile fitted out, at her own ex- 
pense, the little squadron, that, launched on its 
voyage of discovery, was destined to touch into 
action the springs of a new world, little did she 

- think what she a woman, was doing for the liber- 
ation of her sex. And, when Columbus sent a 
cargo of Indians to Spain as slaves and this true 
queen indignantly ordered them returned to their 
native land, it was then a ringing blow was struck 
at human slavery, a blow that has resounded down 
to the present, and still is ringing in the ears of de- 
pendent womanhood. It was then that Isabella 
unlatched the door to the woman’s kingdom. 

That she gave a reluctant consent to the estab- 
lishment of the Inquisition only makes more appar- 
ent the angry sea of ecclesiasticism in which she 
as well as all other women of her time was engulfed. 
Man was there too, but his head was now and then 
above water. He could occasionally feel the 
breezes of liberty and understand which way they 
were blowing. But woman could neither see the 
real light nor experience the touch of the sweet 
winds of freedom. 

She was enslaved without knowing it. She 
accepted her situation meekly. She thought she 
must. She was born and reared in subjection. 
Her pre-natal condition bore the stamp and seal of 
slavery. Her mother wore the badge and emblem 
of servitude before her. 

Her ‘‘ very chains and she grew friends, 
So much a long communion tends 
To make us what we are,” 


She was held as a apecies of property, along with 
chattels, animals, or real estate, created, as the He- 
brews had it solely for the pleasure of man,” but 
“man was said to be made for the glory of God.” 

Petruchio in the “Taming of the Shrew,” ex- 
presses the former, and to a great extent, tre still 
prevalent notion of the ownership of woman, when 
he says, 

“I will be master of what is mine own. 
She is my goods, my chattels; she is my house, 
My household stuff, my field, my barn,” 
my animal and so on. 

This conception of the status of woman is recog- 
nized in the Episcopal marriage service. Somemale 
relative must be present to respond “I do,” to the 
question “ Who gives this woman away?” thus imply- 
ing that she is owned by somebody, and when she 
marries she simply changes masters. 

No one gives the man away. He usually does that 
himself! and pretty effectually too, sometimes. 

In Spain four hundred years ago, woman had 
learned the use of the needle and could sew and 
embroider, but it was not till the time of Elizabeth 
that the needle was known to any great extent in 
England. Four hundred years ago the general use 
of the table fork was unknown. The clergy from 
the pulpit denounced the article as devilish, an im- 
plement of Satan, and as flying in the face of divine 
wrath to use it at table when God had purposely 
made fingers to eat with. 

Society, at that time, was loose and sensual. 
Woman was the beast of burden, the puppet, the 
plaything for man’s amusement, or the serving mis- 
tress to come and go at his command, his vassal, 
and legitimate prey. She was unacquainted with 
her own nature, practically unknown to herself. 

Perhaps she had a dim consciousness of some- 
thing different than she had known, but, in the 
main, she knew no better than to acquiesce in a dread- 
ful edict that had been put forth against her. Her 
sphere was compassed by one word—toil. It was 
bounded by one other word—submission. The 
mummy of an Egyptian woman represents her with 
a distaff in her hand and her finger upon her lips, 
signifying silence and labor. 

Worn with fatigue and suffering, many times a 
mother, with all the consequent perils, trials, cares, 
and vicissitudes of motherhood, she was in no con- 
dition to realize any higher state than the one she 
occupied. Go look among the valleys and mount- 
ains of Italy, Switzerland. Russia, where women 
have toiled for eight hundred years in silence and 
servitude—go to Germany and Belgium and see 
women harnessed with dogs and sweating under the 
most abj- ct toil, behold the condition of woman in 
every priest-ridden country, if you would under- 
stand a little of the slavery that still holds woman 
bound hand and foot. Go to France and those 
countries where prostitution is legalized, where, 
under the sanction of law, the bodies of women are 
made marketable merchandise, if you would realize 
somewhat of that ancient sacerdotal barbarism that 
has not even as yet taken its fingers from the throat 
of woman. 

Nor need we go three thousand miles from home 
to find women bending beneath the yoke of a bond- 
age dreadful to contemplate. Nay, nay, friends. 

‘Go out upon the streets of this beautiful city, 
and behold women selling themselvs for bread this 
very night. And mark ye tne eager purchasers 
at every point. Mark ye, too, the men of standing, 
of influence, yea, those who are sent up to the 
nation’s capital to frame the laws of the land, hesi- 
tating at nothing to accomplish the ruin of inno 
cent women. Take off the veneer from aristocratic 
circles, and witness the surging of the filthy waves 
in the miasmatic lakes of pollution, where woman 
sinks to rise no more. 

Go read the “age of consent” laws, disgracing 
the statute books of every state in the Union. 
Read the reports of indignities heaped upon young 
and innocent children, murdered ofttimes by the 
wolf.of passion in man. 

And, through it all, from beginning to end, may 
be traced the subserviency of woman herself—the 
victim and slave of falsehood and fear. 

CAUSE OF WOMAN’S SUBJUGATION. 

The cause of the subjugation of woman reaches 
far back, and is wound around with the rusted chain 
of ancient theology and a false faith. Under pagan 
rule woman was treated with honor and regard, 
and she had many rights and privileges which were 
lost to her under Christian rule. 

If ever there was an ingeniously woven plot, it is 
that of the “Fall of Man,” with Paul of Tarsus for 
its mouthpiece. 

His words on the subject of women are deadly 
poison. “She was first in the transgression,” said 
priestly Paul, “therefore keep her in subjection.” 
“ She shall not teach. She must not usurp author 
ity over the man.” “She must obey her husband,” 


| the past! 


whatever he may command, and she “must keep 
silence.” Why? Well, this is the reason given. 
« She was first deceived and not Adam!” 

Realizing that she might desire to ask a question 
or two, might wish for some education, her school- 
ing is provided for in this way by the sainted Paul: 
She can go home and ask her husband! Can 
anyone wonder that women, married women es- 
pecially, were such absolute illiterates when they 
had such ignorant instructors as the husbands of 
No provision having been made for old 
maids and widows, they have had the field to them- 
selves. 

It is needless to say that they have made good 
use of time, and show some progress! Paul also 
gave instruction as to how women should dress— 
that they should not wear gold, jewels, or pearls 
(see Paul’s Epistle to Timothy), thus paving the 
way for masculine dressmakers. It was long after 
the death of Paul before wcmen dared to wear rings 
and breastpins. f 

This reformer also left written orders how women 
should wear their back hair, long, of course, and 
braided. He is, for the most part, dutifully obeyed 
to this day, with some additions, as the French 
twist, bangs, and frizzles. He also commanded 
that woman should keep her head covered when she 
went to church, and that is presumably the reason, 
gentlemen, that you find yourselves presented with 
such marvelous milliners’ bills, as to sometimes cause 
each particular hair of your heads to stand on end, 
like quills upon the fretful porcupine. 

Strange enough, few names are dearer to the 
ordinary Christian woman’s heart than that of Paul, 
yet no man has done more to bring disgrace, shame, 
and servitude upon women than this same Paul. 
No man has stood in the way of woman’s progress 
as he has. No other man, primarily speaking, has 
caused her so much sorrow; none made her more de- 
pendent; none besmirched her name and fame as 
he has. 

No man more deserves the contempt and scorn 
of woman. 

An apple had been flung at the head of woman, 
and she was accused of the blackest crime in the 
calendar—that of introducing into the world all the 
shame, pain, woe, crime, and wretchedness in it, and 
we need contemplate only a portion of it to know 
how stupendous and monstrous the charge. She 
was not adjudged probably guilty, and bound over 
to a higher court for trial, but, without judge or 
jury, without being allowed one little word in self- 
defense, without a witness to attest her innocence 
or to prove an alibi, she was pronounced guilty, 
euitty, GUILTY! - 

She was drummed out of her garden home, ac- 
cording to the record, and her sentence pronounced, 
with no recommendation to mercy. 

THE CANON LAW. 

The canon law comprises that system of laws es- -~ 
tablished by the Christian church in the ninth cen- 
tury, and based upon the Bible. These laws are 
the root and cause of the subjugation and degrada- 
tion of women in Christian countries. 

In 1632 a book was published in England in 
which it is declared that “the reason why women 
have no control in Parliament, why they make no 
laws, consent to none, abrogate none, is because of 
their original sin!” 

This is the whole story in a nutshell. All the 
abuses, humiliations, cruelties, and indignities 
heaped upon woman in Christian countries may be 
traced directly and squarely to this source and no- 
where else—the fable of original sin. 

Listen to this from St. Chrysostom, Greek father 
of the church, commonly known as the golden- 
mouthed saint. This may be one of his golden ut- 
terances. Judge ye: “ Woman is a necessary evil, 
a natural temptation, a desirable calamity, a do- 
mestic peril, a deadly fascination, and a painted ill.” 

Hark ye to what the great authority, Tertullian, 
a Latin father of the church, said: “ Woman, thou 
shouldst ever be clothed in rags and in mourning, 
appearing only as a penitent, drowned in tears, and 
expiating thus the sin o! having caused the fall of 
the human race. Woman, thou art the gate of the 
devil. It is thou who hast corrupted those whom 
Satan dare not attack face to face.” 

You will note that Tertullian regarded woman as 
worse than the devil. ~ 

St. Jerome wrote that “woman is the gate of the 
devil, the road to iniquity, the sting of the scor- 
pion, in a word, a dangerous species.” Jerome was 
the dirty fellow who lived in one garment till he 
died, letting his body go unwashed and half-starved, 
despising and mortifying the same, in order to pre- 
serve his scul. At the death of this notable saint, 
his ragged garment, full of hvely tenants, was held 
up as proof of his right to be known as a saint and 
blessed martyr. This gave him the undoubted 
right to thus discourse regarding women, 
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These women were believed to be in league with 
the devil, and were consequently regarded with the 
utmost horrorand suspicion. The persecutions came 
from the church, and George Combe says, in speak- 
ing of this shocking state of aff irs, that “religion 
was employed to fan the flame of cruelty and super- 
stition.” John Wesley had said that to destroy the 
belief in withcraft was to destroy the Bible—and 
Wesley was certainly right. The old superstitions 
have gone, many of them, and where, let me ask, is 
the Bible to-day ?=-tottering in weakness, a moldy 
mass of ignorance and superstition. 

But little progress was made or could be expected 

_under a general belief that woman had the power 
to change herself at will into a black cat, and in this 
guise perform all kinds of villainy, cruelty, and 
depredation, to cause pain and sickness, to blight 


crops and torture the innocent, to maliciously | 


injure, to destroy and kill. 

Satan was thought to.be trying to go the 
Almighty one better, if I may be pardoned the 
phrase, in getting possession of the saints, and any 
maimed. unatiractive, aged woman was liable to be. 
accused of being a witch. In the present, times 
` are go changed and opinions, that the young and 
attractive among women are the most bewitching 
witches. 

It seems almost incredible that such men as Sir 
Matthew Hale in old England, and Cotton Mather 
in New England should lend themselves to gravely 
preside over a delusion like witchcraft. Yet such 
` is superstition, and when blinded by religion, no 

one can calculate its harmful and deleterious effects 
upon the human mind. 

Woman was now regarded with more suspicion 
than ever, and was continually urged by the fathers 
of the church to repent of her sins. Her business 
was to work and pray, and her only recreation a walk 
in the graveyard to view the place where she might 
shortly lie. 3 

In such a situation she found herself hedged 
about and circumscribed, unable, from ignorance, 
to define her position, and too bewildered to lift 
herself above it if she knew it. 

In England, as is stated by Herbert Spencer, 
“wives wer: bought from the fifth to the eleventh 
century. Women were whipped on slight provoca- 
tion, and Christian gentlemen arranged pleasure 
parties to go to Bridewell to see the women whipped.” 
And this public whipping of women was not 
abolished in England until 1817. In that country 
the wife calls her husbend “master” to this day. 
In this country wives were bought by the early set- 
tlers in Virginia, and the price paid was one bun- 
dred and fifty pounds of tobacco. (See Eggles- 
ton’s Hist.) *The first persons publicly whipped 
in this country were women. They were tied to 
the tails of carts and whipped on their naked backs 
through the streets of Boston. Our police courts 
everywhere are still disgraced by wife-beaters, the 
frequency of whose appearance before the bar of so- 
called justice is a disgrace to present civilization. 

Asa result of the shameful burdens and bondage 
of woman, the ownership and slavery of the same, 
the Christian world has been, and is still. a hot- bed 
of sensuality and vice. When the m ther is re- 
garded solely as a house-cleane’, a scrub, drudge, 

‘and breeder of children—and I regret to say that 
too many regard her in this light only even to-day 
—what can be the outcome but laxity of morals and 
crime? When Lust is concealed under the title of 
Love, what can you expect but sin and sensuality? 
As the offspring of the inferiority and degradation 
of woman, planted and ma-ntained by theology, be- 
hold in every town and city throughout the Chris- 
tian world wells of immorality, sinks of iniquity, 
disgraceful to humanity and shocking to the moral 
sense of communities. 

Two standards of morality have been adopted as 
a result of the teaching of the early theologians, 
one for woman, and another, quite different, for 
men. 

And there can never be any great moral progress 
until there is but one code of morality, and that for 
all the universe alike. 

The first Synod of the Reformation passed laws 
sanctioning polygamy. Martin Luther himself fa- 
vored it, and the Bible gave it sanction. 

Out of it has come the prostitution that goes 
hand in hand with our boasted civilization, planting 
itself before every church-door in Christendom, and 
which the church candidly admits it is powerless to 
Wipe out. 

Thus woman was stranded, as it were, on the 
rocks of superstition, a helpless and almost hopeless 
wreck, made so by ecclesiastical rulings and decis- 
ions, based entirely upon false and ruinous 
charges. 

Gradually the tide arose, and woman found her- 
gelf afloat, afloat on q cruel, treacheroys sea, but 


still afloat. People were beginning to think, and 
to think aloud. 

As the rigidity of early Christian teaching soft- 
ened under the influence of the truths of science, 
the star of woman dimly appeared in the firma- 
ment. 

A little learning was not to woman a dangerous 
thing, but the opening of a door letting in a little 
of the light of common sense. She had been kept 
in ignorance. She could not read. She could not 
write. Samuel Johnson claimed that “as the 
faculty of writing has been chiefly a masculine en- 
dowment, the reproach of making the world 
miserable was thus thrown upon women; and the 
grave and the merry hav equally thought them- 
selves at. liberty to conclude, either with declama- 
tory complaints, or satirical censures, of female 
folly or fickleness.” 

The effort made to allow her some advantages of 
education met with great disfavor and a terrible op- 
position. 

The first plot of ground for a schoolhouse in 
this country was given by a woman, Bridget Graf- 
fort in 1700, but her sex was not allowed to attend 
that school. The entrance of girls to the first high 
school was most bitterly opposed, and it was only 
after great pleading, and the paying of taxes under 
protest, that they were admitted. 

In France in the sixteenth century when Mme. de 
Saintonges attempted the opening of a school for 
girls, her father called in four eminent physicians 
to pronounce as to her sanity. To attempt to 
educate a girl was considered proof enough of men- 
tal derangement. 

The whole duty of woman had been assigned her 
by the early Christian rulers—to make bread, and 
keep the cradle rocking—to bear children in sorrow 
and silence, and to bear the burdens not only of 
the household. but of out-door labors as well. Her 
path was indeed a weary one, marked by insult, 
wrong, blood, and tears, from which there seemed 
to be no appeal. Susan H. Wixon. 

(TO BE CONTINUED.) 


Ministers Giving Themselys Away Again. 


Prof. Joseph Le Conte is an evolutionist 
He is also a beloved instructor in the University of 
California. C. H. Hobart believes in the Bible. 
He is also a Baptist minister of Oakland. He thinks 
Professor Le Conte and his fellow-evolutionists in 
the chairs of the University of California are lead- 
ing the students straight to hell. He isnot afraid to 
say so. The consequence is a great time on the Paci- 
fic Coast. Professor Le Conte is a member of the 
Presbyterian church but he innocently admits that 
he is not as orthodox as some other members of 
that conventicle. The papers out there are filled 
with the pros and cons. and Rev. Mr. Hobart can 
hav the satisfaction of knowing that he has helped 
along the cause of Freethought by his rash attack 

On Sunday, Oct. 15th., the San Francisco Hzam- 
iner run this question across the top of one of its 
pages—* Are Evolution and Christianity Reconcil- 
able ?”—and filled the page with closely-printed re- 
plies thereto, most of which were from ministers. 
one being by Mr. Hobart himself. President David 
Starr Jordan thinks that all scientific discoveries are 
“steadily bringing us toward a real conception of 
the meaning of Omnipotence,” and hence taking us 
away from “godlessness.” Rev. Charles W. 


Wendte takes the position that the University is too 


orthodox, and in connection with Professor Le 
Conte’s ‘ther sy,’ he mentions the receipt recently 
of a letter from England in acknowledgement of a 
copy of the Professor s book. “Evolution and Reli 
gion,” in which the writer says: “It has saved me 
from Atheism.” But the witty and gifted Ambrose 
Pierce contributes an answer, which, for keen satire 
and delicate ridicule of the Bible and its defenders, 
has not often been equaled. He simply transposes 
Evolution and the Bible and lashes the latter over 
the shoulders of the former. Here is his article in 
full- 


Is the theory of Evolution reconcilable with the Chris- 
tian Religion? Is th- theory that a bull is an ~w} recon- 
cilable with the hypothesis that a cow is a fish? Is the 
belief that twice two make seven Consistent with the cnn- 
viction that five can be divided by two without a remain- 
der? Ts total abstinence from strong drink compatible 
with addicti-n to the habit of toping double-distilled 
thunder and lightning out of a clamshell? Is rotundity 
of the earth identical with terrestrial hexagonality? Is 
an academy of science undergoing impairs the same thing 
ag a church in the last throes of des lation? 

I do not say that all these “problems” are ‘‘ pressing 
f r solution” with an equal urgency; I say only that the 
diseussion of them all with fit and becoming gravity 
would promote the gayety of nations. In the hope that 
at least some one of them may be so discussed by my col- 
laborators in this competitiv examination for controver- 
sial honors, lies the exceeding great reward of my par- 
ticipation. In apportioning the honors, (and if there 
are prizes, the prizs) I trust the editorial judges will be 
able to intelligently decide which is the more creditable 


tempt for religion, or the forbearance of the Religionist 
in disguising his hatred of Science? And truly I cannot 
but feel that something will be ‘‘enoming” to me for 
frankness in confessing my esteem for both. One who 
can respect at the same time Science and Religion, can 
respect anything at any time, can discern the well-known 
‘*identitv of interest between labor and capital,” and is 
a good citizen. 

When you come to think of it very hard the essential 


consistency between the Mosaic and the Darwinian 


Seriptures is obvious. For example, the former assures 
us on honor thatthe world, with everything infesting and 
impesting it—science, religion, and the mule excepted— 
was created in six days. In support of this view we see 
the Book of Evolution, passim, where it is averred that, 
like Topsy, the world “just growed,” consnming incal- 
culable ages in the process. By the really enlightened 
understandir g these apparently contradictory assertions 
are observed to be quite the same; the term ‘‘incaleu- 
lable ages,” as used by the inspired evolutionist, is 
merely ‘“‘language ” It means six days. The difficulty 
bas all been cansed by the stubborn insistence of the 
Scientists on the literal inspiration of their Good Book. 
That narrow and unintelligent view is now generally 
abandoned, and it is conceded that their Sacred Scribes 
wrote ‘‘ with a perfect looseness.” Much that is recorded 
with a dogmatic and severe particularity is to be under- 
stood in a Pickwickian sense, and some is not to be 
understood at all. 

Take Herbert Spencer. Projecting his vision forward 
to the present discussion. he saw with a prophetic eye 
how he could assist. So he actually pointed out a 
common ground upon which Science and Religion could 
stand to compose their differences. He explained that 
they agreed in the one great essential doctrin that back 
of all that we can perceive is Something that we cannot 
perceive. This something which Religion calls God 
Science calls the Unknowable. Superb discovery—that 
two great systems are reconciled und practically one 
through the solvent power of a common ignorance!—that 
the true foundation and corner-stone of spiritual fellow- 
ship is intellectual darkness! 

But even this magnificent discovery did not suit, nor 
win immediate acceptance, for the Religionist held that 
his God, while indubitably incomprehensible, was very 
knowable indeed—that He was known ‘‘by report 
divine” to be good, wise, powerful, loving, jealous, 
eomewhat irritable, etc. So matters were really not very 
greatly better than hefore. But the reconcilers then, as 
now, were activ and alert; no difficulty would daunt 
them. Being all in the Science camp, they soon agreed 
(and so preached) that St. Spencer was inspired only 
Pickwick wise, and his term ‘‘The Unknowable” must be 
nnderstord in the sense appropriate to that inspiration; 
it meant God—known ‘‘by report divine” to be good, 
wise, powerful, loving, jealous, somewhat irritable, eto. 
So, Religion having in the immemorial way driven 
Science from ancther of its untenable outworks, the cap- 
ture of. the citadel was brought noctably nearer in point 
of time; er, in more familiar metaphor, the complete de- 
fledging of the parrot by the monkey was made im- 
minent, though on some disputed points they are still 
having ‘‘ah—1 of a time,” it must with sorrow be con- 
fessed. 

Iniuumerable examples might be cited of how the epirit 
of concession among the Scientists has brought about a 
practical agreement—a modu: vivendi which promises to 
become the basis of a permanent treaty of peace. The 
Darwinian Scriptures affirm the slow descent of Man 
from an arboreal ancestor with a swim-bladder; the 
Mosaic say he was made at a single operation from a 
lump of clay and named Adem, Obviously these are 
two acconnts of the same occurrence, as has been pointed 
ont by the ingenious Profersor Frump, of Gottingen, 
He says that the Darwinian sccount is either allegorical 
or a parable. He is himself unable to say which, but 
npon that point he quotes the learned Dr, Grump, of 
Bonn—who also is unable to say which. As to the ad- 
vent of Woman upon this (thereafter) ‘‘distracted 
globe,” the silence of the Evolutionists is most signifi- 
cant, Tt must be taken as singularly strong corroborativ 
evidence of her creation from a raw rib. Of course that 
applies only to the first woman; the others, as Caliban 
says of the stars, ‘‘ came otherwire.” 

But why multiply evidence of the essential identity 
of Evolution and the Christian religion? It must be ob- 
vions that when interpreted in the light of a sincere de- 
sire for peace and quietness, and given their true Pick- 
wickian sense, all the knotty assertions of the book of 
Evolution are accurately confirmatory of those in the He- 
brew and the Greek scriptures. It is only when not so 
understood that the one set of inspired scribes give the 
other the lie direct. 

For further examples of that way of understanding 
things I feel that I can confidently refer to the work of 
some of the most distinguished of my collaborators in 
this dav’s controversy. If they happen to be mostly 
from the camp of Religion—well, let us accept it as a 
latter day miracle, which will itself go a.long way toward 
confirming Revelation—for by miracles the truth of Rev- 
elation has been a'ways beat attested. 

In conclusion, having said so much about Creation, I 
may venture to submit my own hnmble view of it; and 
this I do not only as a contribution of raw material for a 
scientific religion of the future, but in refutation of the 
erroneous doctrin that God made the world in six days 
and was arrested on tho seventh. My notion of the mat- 
ter is best set forth in a couplet: 


God slept—suns, worlds sprang flaming into place, 
God woke—His smile alone illumined apace, . 
Interpreting this couplet as well as we can, it 
would appear to state that God occupied bachelor 
apartments in vacuity for an indefinit eternity, 
reposing in slothful somnolence upon the downy 
couch of—nothing. Sometime he awoke, and, like 
the little child which opens its eyes on Christ- 
mas morning upon a room full of new toys, he was 
so tickled when he beheld the “suns; worlds,” and 
other cosmographic paraphernalia that had materi- 


alized while he was taking his siesta, that he smiled 


with such tumultnous and expansiy hilarity that the 
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Marsites thought Talmage had opened his mouth. 
The illumination was due to the conversion into 
light of the movement of his lips in smiling. This 
is believed to be the earliest authenticated instance 
of the operation of the Law of the Conservation 
and Correlation of Energy. If this translation is 
not sufficiently free doubtless Mr. Bierce in the 
kindness of his heart and his delightfully felicitous 
style will set us right. 


News and Notes. 


I left New York Saturday evening October 14th. 
on one of the magnificent sound steamers, which is a 
very delightful way of traveling from NewYork to Bos- 
ton. There is an orchestra on board which fills the 
air with music. There is a fine table set, and the 
prices are really gorgeous and somewhat surpass 
the cuisine. A fine cabin is at your service, if you 
pay for it, and you can sleep comfortably until 
morning. You don’t hav to hurry to “awake, 
arise,” for there are two express trains for Boston 
and you can take your choice. 

Boston is an awfully lonesome place on Sunday ; 
I feel as if I were in a country churchyard when I 
get there. The melancholy spirit of the Puritans 
seems to possess the place. I arrived in Boston at 
7:30 a.m., and the cars do not run until 8 o’clock, 
and then like angel visits they are few and far be- 
tween. The restaurants are not open, and you 
must remain both hungry and thirsty. The only 
thing that breaks the morotony is the faint odor of 
Boston baked beans. This givs you a sniff of good 
things to come, and reminds you that Boston is 
still the “ Hub,” even if it isn’t the hubbub like New 
York. You can’t get your boots blacked on Sunday 
in Boston unless the boot black takes you around 
the corner where the eye of the policeman is con- 
veniently absent. I wonder if a boot-black keeps 
on the right side of a policeman by a division of the 
spoils; you hav to pay twice as much on Sunday as 
on any other day. 

Well, along toward afternoon Boston wakes up. 
The church people having performed their duties 
in a most solemn manner, the general masses begin 
to think of having a good time on the Common and 
round about and the streets look a little bit lively, 
and the, swift-footed steeds adorn the avenues, and 
there is a sort of religious hilarity in sights and 
sounds, as if Yankee Doodle was being played on a 
church organ. There is a vast undercurrent of 
jollity in Boston, after all, on Sundays, but the 
casual observer is not in it. If one knows the 
ropes, however, he can see the elephant in a very 
quiet manner. 

When I come to Investigator Hall in the after- 
noon I find, of course, the advance guard, and the 
true glory of Boston begins to appear—that which 
has made it such a stimulating memory and such a 
prophetic impulse, for Boston after all is the seat 
of Radicalism and it flourishes alongside of Con- 
servatism with a life all its own. From Boston has 
flowed many a stream of progress, and the fountains 
are brimming yet. 

It is pleasant to meet old comrades around the 
camp-fires of liberty. Washburn is back from the 
Congress and the World’s Fair. Dr. Noyes I greet 
again, and Secretary Foster and President Rock- 
wood and Reuben Rush—whose fiery oratory gave 
us a new impulse at Chicago—and his brother and 
Rush, Sr., who has borne our flag on two continents, 
and Babcock, my old Unitarian ministerial friend— 
for we were both together in the Liberal pulpit and 
hav come together into the “unfenced universe ”— 
and my young friend Chainey, who reminds me of 
old times, and upon whose brow are gathering the 
laurels of literary success—these I see and many 
more. And so my afternoon’s lecture at Investi- 
gator Hall was a genial labor; the audience was 
that kind which makes one feel at home—a friendly 
and inspiring one—and Boston and Paine Hall hav 
the warmest place in my heart, for its venerable 
and beautiful surroundings do giv hope for the 
future. 

After the lecture at Boston I take the train for 
Worcester, Mass., arriving just in time to go upon 
the platform and address the largest audience I hav 
yet had in this city. W. B. Clark keeps things on 
the move here, and supplies mainly the sinews of 
war. A fine report of the lecture was given in the 
Worcester Telegram. I had a pleasant sojourn 
with Mr. Clark and his family, where Tur TRUTH 
Szzxer sheds its rays. Mr. Clark’s son, a member 
of the high school, is one of the most brilliant con- 
tributors to the Children’s Corner, and takes to 
journalism with true Yankee genius. 

Next I come to the Liberal Club, New York, 
where I lecture on Friday, October 20th, under the 
presidency of Dr. Foote, Jr. This club maintains 
its old-time prestige. Lhe hall was full. The Lib- 
eral Club is a place where one must be on the look- 
out. He must be ready to defend himself; for, af- 


ter the lecture, he is the subject of manifold 
criticisms. I lectured on “ Freethought and Moral- 
ity,” and was followed by Macdonald, the sculptor, 
with a widespread discourse about almost every- 
thing the lecture included; and the audience liked 
his quaint and venerable manner, for he has been 
over fifty years in the Freethought movement. 
Mr. Wright said the lecture didn’t amount to any- 
thing. He came to hear something, and didn’t. 
What’s the use of this Freethought talk—why not 
do something? Both Mr. Rowley and Mr. Wake- 
man ably replied to this attack, Mr. Wakeman show- 
ing that talk was absolutely necessary to agitation 
and to the enlightenment and education of the peo- 
ple, and no reform could get on without it, and 
that the first necessity of progress was the freedom 
of the mind. We must get rid of the dogmas and 
chains of the past before we can grapple with the 
great social problems and settle them on a true 
scientific basis. Mr. Rowley I met and heard for 
the first time, and he is a power upon the platform. 
He knows what he is talking about, and can make 
his points clear. He is one of the foremost de- 
baters in our ranks, ` 

The criticisms of the club were on the whole 
favorable with the exception of Mr. Wright. To 
this I answered that ideas must precede action. 
Before a reform can be practical, it must be ideal; 
it must be in the minds of men, and it can come 
into the mind as a commanding force only by talk 
—by the pen and the platform; and furthermore, 
that the chief thing now in the way of social advance 
is the church itself, whose intellectual authority 
must be destroyed, for people must nobly think be- 
fore they can nobly act. 

On Sunday, October 29t, I lectured before the 
Brooklyn Philosophical Association. Sixteen years 
ago, at its first organization, I gave a lecture before 
this club in 1878. Since then it has been growing 
in numbers and influence, and is now a recognized 
power. It is formed “for the attainment and diffu- 
sion of knowledge, on scientific, social, ethical, and 
religious subjects, and for comparison of ideas by 
means of lectures and discussions.” 

It meets at Long Island Business College on 
Eighth street, between Driggs and Bedford avenues. 
Its president is Jogeph Warwick, a stalwart Free- 
thinker, who gave me welcome sixteen years ago. 
H. A. Stone is vice-president, W. V. Winham, 
treasurer, Henry Rowley, correspondiug secre- 
tary, and George E. Frederick, Jr., recording 
secretary. Its motto is, “The Truth shall make 
you free.” 

A fine audience was present to listen to my 
lecture on “ The Bible and Modern Thought.” A 
very interesting discussion took place afterwards, 
with much variety of thought and difference of view, 
but in the same direction as the lecture mainly. 
There was no orthodox to take the stand and defend 
the old doctrine. Every one of the speakers was 
more or less a heretic. Mr. Delmore Elwell first 
advanced to the arena. In a vague sort of way he 
believes in the Christian scheme of redemption, but 
is much more interested in the great question of 
poverty, and on that point indorsed the opinions of 
the lecture. However, he wanted to know what 
Freethought was doing to redeem the world to get 
rid not only of the Bible God but the God of 
mammon, which was now apparently the “ Almighty 
God.” He was followed by Wm. Hanson, well 
known among reformers, who takes the Bible in a 
sort of free and easy way—picks out the good 
things and lets the bad slone without saying much 
about it. He doesn’t believe a thing because it’s 
in the Bible, but if it happens to be in the Bible, 
the Bible is a good book to back it up with, being 
so universally accepted. The world had not yet 
come up to Moses on the land and usury question. 
As for Jesus he would idealize him, and God also, 
as creations of the human imagination and not real 
things; and to be made better as man grows bet- 
ter. We need not therefore trouble ourselvs about 
the record of Jesus or the past conceptions of God, 
but look to the future and make our own ideas of 
these things more conformable to advanced reason 
and morality. 

The Rev. Frank E. Mason next occupied the 
platform. He is a thorough-going idealist after 
the fashion of Berkeley, Fichte, and Schelling. 
Everything is subjectiv. There is no objectiv real- 
ity. The ego is all in all. Moses, Jesus, God, are 
not outside of us, only in our consciousness. Time 
is not a reality, but a concept. It is only a method 
of thought, and so is space. Matter is only a mode 
of the mind, a “concentration of limitation.” Mr. 
Mason goes into his subject with a good deal of 
vivacity He has evidently thought the subject 
out quite vigorously from his standpoint. His 
philosophy is pure transcendentalism. The ego is 
the center, and when the ego vanishes, then the 
tiniverse vanishes also. 


My valiant, materialistic ally, Rowley, attacked 
these statements with plenty of logic and wit. It 
was a delightful combat—the Idealist with the 
Realist—and the sparks flew, for there was matter 
in hand, and even Mr. Mason. proved a solid sub- 
stance and knew when he was hit. IfIam sub- 
jectiv to Mr. Mason, says Rowley, why, then, Mr. 
Mason is subjectiv to me, and therefore does not 
exist. When I cease he ceases, and when he ceases 
I cease, and therefore both of us are nonentities, and 
the universe is annihilated. To assert that there is 
no objectiv reality, no real succession of events, is 
to make everything nothing. There is no such 
thing therefore as knowledge, no such thing as 
truth; no time, no space, according to Idealism. 
It is only the ego, and since the ego rests on 
vacuity, it itself becomes a nothing, and Mr. Mason 
vanishes from view on the tide of his own philos- 
ophy. Is he here, or is he there, or where is he? | 

Mr. St. John closed the animated discussion, 
pointing out the practical work of Freethought and | 
the value of these destractiv criticisms of the Bible. 

I gave a reply of about ten minutes, in which I 
affirmed that the only possible way to settle any 
question was by science, and that science affirmed 
the objectiv reality of the universe, but that we 
could only know it through phenomena, as finit, 
not as infinit; that we know ourselvs only'as parts 
of the universe, not as separate from it, for in the 
very act of knowledge is included both subject and 
object; that in this universe we can improve our 
surroundings, and so from our standpoint at least 
make the world a better and more beautiful one. 

Thus concluded a very varied and instructiv dis- 
cussion. I lecture before the same association 
again November 12th and November 26th. 

Samvzt P. Purwam. 


International Congress of Freethinkers. 
FINANOIAL REPORT. 


The Congress is now a thing of the past. This 
first Congress of its kind held in America, has met, 
transacted its business, and dispersed.. It has now 
become a matter of history. But its influence will 
not wear off for some time to come. Freethinkers 
will speak of it to each other, it will be remembered 
in our correspondence, and its many little pleas- - 
antries will remain in our hearts yet awhile. 

In justice to those who hav helped in matters of . 
finance to make it a success, to whose assistance in 
this relation its success was almost entirely due, I 
present for publication this statement of the moneys 
received and expended by myself in its behalf: 
There had been placed in my hands by collection 


at the Congress, from all sources, the sum of... $291 01 
By, subscription from the Freethought Federa- i 


OD.eseeosssseevssssoreossrorasveresesesaeropreseeestaseese peee 11 10 
By subsoription from the Secular Union............. 111 10 
Returned by Federation to common fund by re- 

quest of Dr, E. B. Foote, Jr.......cccessseetsseserenes 00 


Making a total received by me of............... $538 21 
This amount has been expended, as here speci- 
fied : 


To hall rent, extra chairs, tables, etc...............0 . $81 00 
TO advertising............0.cscececcceeseceecee ees siii 6 
To translating foreign documents, typewriting, 


CUO PE E EE 30 
To decorations, silk badges, ete., for committees, 15 70 
To printing programs of Congress, and mailing 

BEING 6 oie siecicdssersenschasss'ccudseusiesssaasdaseosessevens 030050 45 65 
To printing members’ and lodge certificates ...... 11 00 
To payment of lecturers for services rendered.... 283 00 
To personal OXPONGES..........cccccesececsecevsscacesseseecs 12 00 
TO SUNGTIOS .............c0ceececsecsssssssececcecseasesseesceaes 5.85 

Making a total Of..........scessscscssseesessseneseeses $550 03 
Total reoipts..............scccsesssscersnnsecccnnsscessessences 538 21 
Balance due MO...........ccssesseccsccesceescseveveeees $11 82 


Of this balance due, the Federation has already 
paid me the sum of $6, leaving the sum of $5.82 
due from the American Secular Union. 

For the further information of those members of 
the joint committee who were not present at the final 
meeting on Tuesday, October 10th, I will say that 
this latter balance was occasioned by the agreement 
of the committee to include Mr. Reuben Rush | 
among the list of paid lecturers. Immediately after 
the adjournment of the Congress, a meeting of the 
joint committee of arrangements was called for the 
above date, for the purpose of winding up its busi- 
ness relating thereto. 

There were present at that meeting Samuel P. 
Putnam, E. C. Reichwald, Dr. J. H. Greer, and my- 
self. A full, itemized report on finances was pre- 
sented to the committee, which report being adopted 
as entirely satisfactory to all, the committee was 
then discharged and relieved from further obliga- 
tions by Dr. Greer, who acted as chairman in the 
absence of Judge Waite. 

The large number of delegates from Massachu- 
setts to California, from Michigan to Florida, who 
attended the Congress; the good feeling of com- 
radeship that prevailed upon all sides; the renewals 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, NOVEMBER 4, 1893. 


697 


of brotherhood, and exchanges of good-will, show 
that we are gaining in numbers and strength 
throughout the country. The good work of the 
Congress must not stop with its adjournment; let 
each one that attended carry it on in his or her own 
sphere. Keep it up by a constant and thorough 
agitation, and in the meantime prepare for another 
grand meeting next fall. 

Those members of the Congress who hav not re- 
ceived their certificates of membership therein may 
hav them forwarded in due time by applying to me 
at 165 South Water street, Chicago, Til. 

Joun R. CHARLESWORTH, 
Sec. Committee of Arrangements. 


Death ot Dr. A. G. Austin. 


It is with feelings of inexpressible sorrow I an- 
nounce the death of that good friend and stanch 
Liberal, Dr. A. G. Austin, of Williamson, Wayne 
county, New York, who died at his residence Oct. 
2, 1893. i 

He was a deservedly popular and very successful 
physician and a surgeon of great skill, possessing 
wonderful nerve, coolness, and rapidity of action, 
born of confidence and real ability. A man of 
broad views, a generous, kindly nature, and fearless 
independence, he had supreme contempt for cant, 
hypocrisy, and shams. His opinions were ever ex- 
pressed in language unmistakable; yet, despite his 
constantly avowed and aggressiv Infidelity, his 
benevolence, conviviality, and sterling honesty com- 
manded the respect even of those who most diftered 
from him. 

His home, the “Old Stone Mansion,” was the 
happiest and most delightsome of resting places 
for pilgrim exponents of Liberalism, and in the 
exercise of hospitality he was ever ably seconded 
by his loved wife, who rivaled him in generous en- 
deavor to promote the comfort and make glad the 
welcome of the Liberal pilgrim. 

The doctor was for many years the leading 
musician of the town, and was always relied on to 
take the lead in every public enterprise. 

No Liberal lecturer being available, his funeral 
was conducted by the Masonic fraternity, of which 
for many years he had been an honored member, 
hailing from Lodge 159, Eagle Chapter and Ze- 
nobia Commandery of Palmyra. 

The doctor had a long and severe siege of suffer- 
ing, alleviated by the unceasing, loving ministra- 
tions of his ever-faithful and devoted wife, who for 
thirty-six years was his true and trusted co-worker 
in every good work. 

His heart, home, and hand were ever open to the 
call of need and the cause he loved. Now— 

Pale, withered hands that, more than four-score years, 

Had wrought for others, soothed the hurt of tears; 

With science’s skill allayed the fever’s smarts, 

Dropped balm of hope, in many despairing hearts; 

Gentle hands, swift to act, courage undismayed, 

By skill in surgeon’s art so many saved; 


Now in mute appeal they tell of labors done, 
And well-earned rest—life’s work well done. 


Tacoma, Wash. C. B. Rexynoups, 


Mr. Watts Relates An Incident of His Latest 
Trip Across the Atlantic. 


We had a plentiful supply of the clerical profess- 
ion on board, including two Catholic priests, and 
about twelve Protestant clergymen and ministers-of 
various denominations. Some of these gentry ap- 
peared to be in no way influenced for good by their 
religion, so far as proprietry of conversation in the 
retirement of the smoking-room was concerned. 
On one occasion, I good-naturedly inquired of two 
of those gentlemen if they were in the habit of en- 
tertaining their congregations with such stories as 
they related there. ‘Oh, no,” replied one of them, 
“but we are taking our holiday and you know we 
are but men.” This I readily understood, and it 
was also evident to me that their profession had not, 
in the matter of conversation, made them gentle- 
men in modesty and refinement of language, for it 
had never been my fate to listen to such question- 
able talk as some of those “pious servants of the 
Lord” indulged in. What a hollow mockery or- 
thodox Christianity is as a factor in human con- 
duct! We had one very devout clergyman on board, 
and he happened to share my stateroom. Every 
night he occupied considerable time in prayer and 
Bible redding, and he very kindly asked me ‘to 
join him in his pious exercises. I assured him that 
I had more profitable reading than the Bible 
afforded, as it was a book whose contents I knew 
fairly well, and that prayer was in no way in my line. 
This position upon my part gave rise to frequent 
and pleasant controversies upon the faith which was 
said once to hav been delivered to the saints. One 
afternoon I heard this good shepherd preach to the 
steerage passengers. The cabin folks were not 

troubled much with sermons, except a brief one on 


Sunday. In addressing his somewhat motly crowd, 
the preacher urged them to follow Christ, that 
being the highest duty of every person. “My 
friends,” said he, “ Jesus is your friend; if he were 
here he would be a steerage passenger, for he pre- 
ferred tc be among the poor and lowly.” Thesame 
evening, when we had retired to our state-room, I 
suggested to my clerical companion, that if he 
practiced what he preached he should quit the sa- 
loon and adjourn to the steerage, where he alleged 
Christ would be if he were on board. “Ah!” he 
replied, “ we poor mortals hav too much human na- 
ture in us, which prevents us emulating Christ in 
every particular.” Upon this point we agreed.— 
Charles Watts in London Freethinker. 
pa ee 


To the Liberals of Towa. 


As was shown by the secretary's latereport, made at 
the Congress in Chicago, Iowa stands second among 
the states in members of the Freethought Federa- 
tion. It givs about three hundred and fifty. 
Three hundred and fifty men and women, when 
they take the matter in their hands, can do a great 
amount of work for the cause of Freethought, and 
particularly for secularizing the government. 

As the legislature meets this winter, no better 
opportunity could be given for activ effort toward 
having church property taxed. We can begin 
educating the people, and while we may fail perhaps 
at the present time, our efforts will ultimately end 
in victory. I say this, as I understand that steps 
will be taken in the coming session of the general 
assembly to compel all ecclesiastical organizations 
to bear their just share of the public burden. 
Several different orders are working for this end 
and we should not lag behind. How can it be 
done? First, circulate literature upon the subject, 
showing the injustice of exemption. Talk the 
matter up: among your friends. Write letters to 
your senators and representativs, and, above all, 
circulate petitions, which can be presented to the 
legislature when it meets. 

I am about to start on a brief lecture tour 
throughout the state and will present a petition 
for signatures at the meetings. Later on, I hope 
to hav some printed blanks for signatures, which 
can be had by writing me at Box 882, Des Moines, 
Towa. FRANKLIN STEINER. 


Gur London Letter. 


Of all the bills brought forward by the present 
Liberal government, perhaps none has excited so 
much wrath in the minds of the parsons and their 
friends as the Veto bill, which is after all very mild 
in its way, and in the present state of the drink 
trade is greatly to be desired. One holy man has 
gone so far as to denounce it as a most unrighteous 
act, and urged upon his congregation to pray that 
the country might be preserved from this threatened 
evil. As beer and the Bible are such close allies, it 
is not greatly to be wondered at that one friend 
stands up so boldly for the other; but to my mind 
it seems fairly clear that it must be more or less a 
good measure, or it would not be opposed by the 
clerical interest. Ifhas been always found that the 
church party steadily sets its face against anything 
proposed for the benefit of the public at large, and 
it is always safe to vote for any act that may be op- 
posed by the religious bodies. 

It must be admitted, however, that there are many 
shrewd parsons who are quite willing to go with the 
tide, though at the same time the majority of them 
are as bigoted and reactionary as ever they were, 
and in several large towns are doing all in their 
power to show their sentiments in this respect. In 
Birmingham, which has latterly gone back very con- 
siderably instead of forward, as it was doing before 
Chamberlain held it in thrall, prosecutions hav 
been instituted against the vendors of newspapers 
on the first day of the week, as well as against the 
small shopkeepers, who cannot in their struggle for 
existence afford to take a much-needed rest one day 
in seven. In Inverness a solemn warning has been 
given to the faithful that iniquity is ripe amongst 
them, and that they are guilty of most heinons sins, 
young people having actually been seen walking in 
couples on the blessed Sabbath, which everyone 
knows to bea most fearful crimeagainst God. If such 
absurd charges and persecutions exist in these com- 
parativly enlightened "times, what would the priests 
do, if they once more got the upper hand? The Prot- 
estants would be as intolerable as the Catholics, and 
there would be no peace for anyone outside the pale 
of the church. Secularism only can be a thorough 
safeguard and preservativ of mental freedom. Were 
this extinguished, we should be speedily plunged 
into the darkness and ignorance of the Middle 
Ages, but fortunately Secularism is a growing 
power, and has too much life in it to be easily van- 


ism was making its last stand, and it may be that 
the fabled battle of Armageddon may yet be fought, 
though not on the same ground as prophesied. 
Christianity so-called has existed a long time and 
has taken deep root, but long since it was attacked 
by decay which may be retarded, but cannot be ar- 
rested. But for all that, it will not do to be off 
guard, as the cursed creed may do much damage 
even in its death-throes. 

In the school board a strong effort is being made 
to compel children to learn catechisms and other 
pernicious rubbish to the glory of the priests and 
the injury of the infant mind, and it will require 
some considerable effort to resist the innovation. 
Secularism is not yet strong enough to combat 
these insidious enemies in the open field, and can 
as yet only work cautiously and, to a certain extent, 
out of sight; but it will be a good day for this 
country when indifferentism is overcome and will 
join forces with avowed Secularism; when the utter 
destruction of supernaturalism will be accomplished, 
such freedom will be established as has never yet 
been known in historical times. 

The disputes among believers are sometimes in- 
tensely amusing to those outside. Parker, the 
creator and preserver of the city temple, has had a 
glorious shindy with his organist, who has been 
foolish enough to perform on the church organ for 
seventeen years without pay. Unfortunately for 
him he did not blow Parker’s trumpet also, and has 
been ejected with ignominy, which may perhaps 
open his eyes to the virtues possessed by the priest- 
hood. Itseems that there are weekly concerts given 
at the church, and the organist, who is also musical 
director, does not giv Mrs. Parker all the best solo 
parts, the truth being that this good lady’s voice is 
not pleasant to hear; and this greatly upset the 
bumptious shepherd, who declared his intention to 
«squash the choir and squash the organ,” winding 
up with the words, “I dismiss you for the hellish 
position you hav taken up.” What a meek and 
humble disciple of the “gentle Jesus”! J.D. 


Lectures and Meetings. 


FRANKLIN Sreimr desires to come East this fall and 
winter on a lecture trip, and would like to secure 
many engagements. His terms are very reasonable, and 
he should be kept busy. Address him at Des Moines, Ia, 


Tue Manhattan Liberal Club meets every Friday even- 
ing, at eight o’clock, in German Masonic Hall, No. 220 
East Fifteenth street, New York. 


J. E. Remssure has returned from an extended tour 
through Wisconsin, Minnesota, and South Dakota. His 
next trip will be to Nebraska, where he has the following 
dates: 


Omaha, Nov. 4) Seward, Nov. 15, 16 
Lyons, % 5, 6| Cairo, S 17 
Ponca, st 7, 8| Gibbon, re 18, 19 
Tilden, ss 9, 10| Cambridge, ** 20, 21, 22 
Hooper, “ 11, 12| Blue Hill, ss 23 
North Bend, ‘* 18, 14| Hebron, s 24 


When these appointments are filled he will speak in 
Kansas. 


As previously announced in our columns, John R. 
Charlesworth will commence a tour Eastward. The fol- 
lowing appointments areon his list, and friends along the 
route desiring lectures should address him at once: 


Nov. 3 Manhattan Liberali Nov.19 Boston, Mass. 
Club, New York.| ‘‘ 26 Philadelphia, Pa. 
“ %5 Newark, N. J. Dec. 3 Alliance, O. 
“& 12 East Dennis, Mass. “ 14,15,16, Waterloo, Ind . 
‘ 1415, Osterville, ‘‘ “ 17 Chicago, Ill. 
“© 16 Ootuit, “ 


Tux Brooklyn Philosophical Association holds meetings 
every Sunday afternoon at 3 o’clock in Long Island Busi- 
ness College, South Eighth street, between Bedford and 
Driggs avenues. Program of Lectures for November: 
nore 5th.—Mr., T. B. Wakeman, ‘‘ Christianity and 

r. 


Tar Women’s Liserat Leaave, of Philadelphia, will 
meet on and after October 17th in the Skerrett Building, 
northeast corner of Ridge avenue and Green street, Tues- 
day evenings at 8 o’clock. 

November 7th.—Miss Voltairine de Cleyre. 
be announced hereafter.) 

Tue Ohio Liberal Society meets in College Hall, 168 
Walnut street, Cincinnati, Sunday evenings at 7:45, 
prompt. Admission is free. Program to December: 
November 5th.—C. O. Wilmot, ‘‘The Christ of Myth 

and Mystery.” 

Tur Science Sermons Society has been organized in 
New York city, to hold Sunday evening meetings in the 
lecture room of Dr. Collyer’s church, Park avenue and 
Thirty-fourth street. The lectures on ‘‘Life and the 


(Subject to 


‘Conditions of Survival,” provided for the Brooklyn Ethi- 


cal Association, will be repeated in the New York meet- 
ings, and other lectures of similar trend will be given in 
alternation with them. The first meeting will be held 
November 5th at 8 o’clock, and addressed by Dr. L. G. 
Janes, Henry Frank, Helen H. Gardener, Rev. G. W. 


quished. It would seem almost as though clerical- + Samson, and others. 
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Letters of Friends. 


Cheers For the Federatiou. 
Troxton, N. Y., Oct. 18, EM. 293. 
Mr. Eprror: I again renew my sub- 
scription for Taz TRUTH Srexer. Am 
much pleased with the Freethought Fed- 
eration, and hope that it will be a success, 
and I think that I will become a member 
of it before long, I think much of Tue 
Trura SEEKER, and do not know what I 
will do without it, when, if ever, the time 
comes that I cannot pay for it. With best 
wishes for its welfare and that of its many 
friends, I am, as ever, a Freethinker, who 
is doing what he can for Freethought. 
Jons DEAN. 


Reason Stands Erect. 
JACKSONVILLE, ILL., Oct. 11, 1893. 

Mr. Epiror: Please find inclosed $3 to re- 
new my subscription. Also $1, for which 
send me a dozen ‘‘False Claims,” by 
Remsburg, and one copy of Ingersoll’s 
“ What Must We Do to be Saved?” 

I am seventy-five years of age, and want 
to liv to vote for Robert G. Ingersoll, the 
greatest man in the world. We vill nomi- 
nate him, and get up an electoral ticket, 
and I wiil vote for him in opposition to all 
other men in the United States, if they 
won’thelp, Letus show a bold front and 
fight against fraud and superstition. 


Reason stands erect, 
Superstition kneels. 


Yours for liberty and Liberalism, 
Jonas Scott. 


Nature Proves the Falsity of Religion. 
Ber, NFB., Oct. 12, 1898. 

Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find $8.25 for 
which please send me the following: Tar 
TRUTH SERKFR (renewal of subscription); 
“The Dynamic Theory of Life and 
Mind;”’ ‘‘ Mistakes of Moses,” cloth; 
‘Gods and Other Lectures;”’ ‘‘ Crimes of 
Preachers;” ‘‘ Design Argument Fal- 
lacies,” and ‘‘ Pulpit, Pew, and Cradle.” 
Please send me catalog. 

The more we learn of nature the less we 
think we know, and yet but a slight ac- 
quaintance with the wonders of nature is 
positiv and absolute evidence that all 
religions of mankind of whatsoever shade 
or degree of ignorance or intelligence are 
but superstition and priestcraft—nothing 
more and, most assuredly, nothing less. 

Yours truly, Cavin J. WRIGHT. 


Wanted! 


A Stenographer to Report 
Sermons. 
TALLAHASSE, FLA., Oct, 16, 1893. 

Mr. Epıror: Please accept inclosed $5 
for two years’ subscription to Tum TRUTE. 
SEEKER. 

Ignorance and superstition are my im- 
mediate neighbors; three ehurches within 
six hundred yards; three meetings every 
week in each, where they howl in circles 
and squares, and dance the round dance 
until 12 to 2 o’eleck every night; then go 
home howling like coyotes. Yet but few 
of them will psy their debts. Every negro 
in the community is taught from infancy 
that the acme of all that is good and great 
is to become a negro preacher, and all of 
the smart Alecks among them want to 
preach; and they all think the one who 
can howl the longest and loudest is the 
greatest preacher. A good, expert short- 
hand writer, stationed outside the church, 
could certainly amuse the world with a 
verbatim report of their sermons. Please” 
send one along. I will board him free 
and pay liberally for sermons. I think 
they would be splendid for dyspepsia 
cures. Ever yours for Truth, 

W. B. RADFORD. 


Please Heed Elmina’s Kindly Words. 

SNowvILLE, Va., Oct. 18, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: I wish to call your atten- 
tion to ‘‘Hacker’s Last Song.” It is a 
poem of seventy: five verses, and embodies 
the thoughts of a lifetime of Liberal study 
and experience. It is his last legacy to 
the public, for which he has worked so 
many years. He has spent nearly $50 of 
his meager income in publishing the book 
and long months of labor in getting it up. 
Old, feeble, deaf, and nearly blind, he 
still longs to help a needing world to see 
the truths of Liberalism. This pleasant 
jingle of rhymes will impress the memory 
more than simple matter-of fact prose. 
Here is a yerse, for instance, telling of the 


‘| right and peace. 


man after God’s own heart—King David: 


He supported himself 
And large harem by war, 
And did many things 
That would hang a man now, 
Tf not king or priest, 
But belonged to the plow. 
‘Turn to his psalm, 
One hundred and nine, 
And read his long prayer 
That the book calls divine. 
Then think if a devil ` 
Could pray any worse, 
For the wickedest sinner 
He wanted to curse. 

The poem is historical, useful, and eut- 
ting. It hacks Bible, priest, and myths 
into ten thousand bits, and teaches truth, 
virtue, and honesty as the true road to 
I hope it will sell well. 
It will do good, and will be some reward 
to an old man who has given the work of 
a long life to the spread of broad, Liberal, 
and useful thought. If any of you feel 
like adding a small bonus to the price 
(fifteen cents), it will be doing a kindly 
deed where it will help and encourage. 
Jeremiah Hacker’s address is Vineland, 
N. J. ELMINA. 


Talking to Uncle John in a Friendly 
Way. 
Brayton, N. Y., Oct. 20, 1893. 

Mr. Fprror: I want to talk to John 
Peck a few minutes. Well, Uncle John, 
I see that you hav been criticising my 
article in Tae TRUTA SEEKER of Septem- 
ber 24, which vou think was calculated to 
deceive and lead men from the truth. 
Now, I will say the same by your criti- 
cism, for it was written on assumption, 
and I might as well say presumption, for I 
fail to see one fact in all of the points that 
you hav made. You say: Suppose a 
mortgage was given when wheat was $2 
per bushel and it fell to fifty cents, how is 
he to pay? Now change it about. and say 
the mortgage was given when wheat was 
fifty cents, and it rose to $2; what then, 
Unele John? Then, nothing; we all must 
take our chances in life, either up or 
down as time moves onward. When I 
first read your article I thought I would 
not notice it—let it pass in silence. Then I 
thought that John would take that as an 
insult. Isaw his sympathies were on the 
side of the strikers, who were clamoring 
for higher pay and shorter hours. Well, 
T thought that the strikers were like the 
old-fashioned Christians, who put on the 
thumb-screws to make Infidels recant; 
the striker thought he would put on the 
thumb-screws and bring his employer to 
terms. I hav no sympathy for the striker 
who kills so many good people, for he is 
free to go away to rome other place, or 
eat cat or crow, and liv in a crowded 
shanty if he chooses. But you say he has 
nothing to eat. If he had nothing to 
eat or nothing to buy with, he never would 
strike; and here is proof that he has 
something ahead to liv on, or he would 
not strike. 

Well, Uncle John, I think it is about 
time to close up the gap. It is not pro- 
ductiv of much good in a family to qnarrel 
over smal] things ; the charches would ac- 
cuse us of immorality, at least giv us a 
bad name and say that Infidels are not 
what they claim to be. 

Asa W. Brayton. 


An Enthusiastic Admirer of Wettstein 
and Peck. 
Prairie Depot, O., Sept. 27, 1893. 

Mr. Epitor: I am a red-hot Infidel, 
and I call myself before the public a 
Materialist, an Agnostic, a heretic, a Free- 
thinker, and I hav had a red-hot time here 
talking to the people. 

Ii is my intention to start a Freethought 
club and to name it the ‘‘ Pioneer Free- 
thought Club of Freeport.” It seems this 
little place has more Liberal-minded peo- 
ple in it than most of the small burgs into 
which I hav happened to stumble. 

T hav been what you might term an out- 
and-out Infidel for at least twenty-five 
years and hav taken Tue TRUTH SEEKER 
from the second year of Mr. D. M. Ben- 
nett’s residence in New York city and hav 
during all this time been an ardent reader 
of the psper, and consider that most of 
the krowledge I now flatter myself as 
being the possessor of I got from reading 
it and the Boston Investigator, which I 
took for three years, and the Freethinker’s 
Magazine, which Į took for one year, 


All of these I consider very able papers, 
and also the Ironclad Age, and Secular 
Thought, especially when Charles Watts 
was at its helm. Your own articles and 
editorials at present hav a charm for me 
and I consider the reading of them my 
greatest pleasure; and on Sunday, while 
groups of people are reciting to one 
another some of the things that were new 
fifty years ago, I am quietly sitting in my 
back room behind my paper and taking in 
every sentence of those scientific disserta- 
tions of of yours, as well as those of grand 
Otto Wettstein, and occasionally one of 
our old sledzehammerer, John Peck, the 
grand blacksmith who can hammer the 
church and old nonsense far worse than 
any other thing that ever got a hammer- 
ing. It does me good to see him (Otto 
Wettstein) throw rocks at his lady cor- 
respondent. C. C. Germann. 


Our Confession of Faith. 


Rat Porraes, ORE., Oct. 5, 1898. 
Of a place of bliss or woe or a god we 
nothing know; 
Or a bread-and-wine, ever-dying savior; 
Or hereditary sin, that priests claim leaves 
a stain 
On all human, lofty, pure endeavor. 


Or a geod and noble man who would sac- 
rifice his son 
At a devil or a god’s instigation; 
Or turn wife and child adrift—a-man like 
this deserved a lift, f 
And a thorough, well-laid-on castiga- 
tion. 


And we never knew a whale, in either 
calm or gale, 
Turn itself into a free excursion packet, 
And carry truant priests, to giv warnings 
or love feasts, 
Or any other silly, senseless racket. 


We could God a lesson teach, how to get a 
fraud to preach, 
And his little, trifling story glibly 
chatter. 
Had he promised bigger pay Jonah would 
hav ta’en the way 
To Nineveh—or to hell for that matter. 


And we never knew prayer prevent woe 
or care, 
Or raise one lonely bunch of tomatoes, 
Cure a broken leg, build a house, or lay 
an egg, 
Or supply a starving pauper with pota- 
_ toes. . 


But we know a queer old book, the delight 
of every crook, 
That has more pious lies in its pages, 
Than throughout the world you'll find in 
all other books combined— 
’Tis the inspiration lie deposit of the 
superstitious ages. 


When by sickness low we’re laid we depend 
on human aid 
To soothe, comfort, and deliver when it 
can, 
And in health our joys we find in com- 
munity of mind, 
And our trust is in the brotherhood of 
man. 


When superstition dies and its priest’s 
gone with his lies, f 
And the human race no longer dreads 
his ban, 
Our mottoes then will be, ‘“‘Fraternal 
equality,” 
And, ‘‘Our brotherhood’s the whole 
race of man.” 
Tom WALKER. 


Could Not Work the Scheme Without 
Judas. 
Los ANGELES, CAL., Oct. 8, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: The following letter, ad- 
dressed to & prominent chicken-eater, has 
thas far failed to receive notice or reply: 
Reverend Sir: In one of your dis- 
courses you took pains to denounce the 
treachery of Judas Iscariot, and asserted 
that he hung himself through remorse. 


Now, Judas played a most important part | 


in the Christian scheme of salvation, and I 
rise to protest against his being censured 
for the part he played in the work of sav- 
ing mankind from the wrath of God. 
Chrisnanity teaches that Gud sent his son 
Jesus into this wor'd to undergo a violent 
death, that his anger and vengeance to- 
ward a sinful race might be sppeased 
through the shedding of that son’s blood. 
Nothing but blood would do the business; 
that is understood. Now, if this fore- 
ordained method of bringing salvation to 


a sinful world was a scheme of God him- 
self, did not everything occur just as God 
intended it should? If so, why is Judas 
Tscariot denounced for betraying er re- 
vealing the son of Gad, who came on pur- 
pose to shed bis blood and die for others? 
Why, too, is Pontius Pilate blamed for 
condemning Jesus to death? Could Jeesus 
hav been betrayed without a betrayer, 
condemned without a judge, or executed 
without executioners? If not, were not 
his betrayer, his judge, and his execntion- 
ers just as necessary in perfecting this sal- 
vation scheme as the chief actor hin self? 

If God wanted blood to appease his 
wrath, did he not hav to provide some per- 
son or persons to shed it, or do the job 
himself? And if those perrons did exactly 
as God willed they should do, wherein 
can you consistently find cause to blame 
them? f 

If your future happiness and salvation 
were secured through the acts of Jndas 
Iscariot, Pontivs Pilate, and the soldiers 
who carried out the rentence of reath, 
which made vour entrance into heaven a 
possibility, why blame any of them? They 
simply did the will of your God, and 
were his instruments in that scheme of vi- 
carious atonement which destroys all indi- 
vidual responsibility and makes Jesus the 
pack-horse for sins and the savior of sin- 
ners, who need only believe this trash in 
order to be saved. For the Bible dis- 
tinctly says: ‘‘ By faith are you saved and 
not through works lest any man should 
boast.” 

Such doctrins are an outrage on common 
sense, as Thomas Paine declared, and hav 
dove more to develop criminals and hypo- 
crites, bilks and frauds than anything else 
you can name, Only believe, gape, and 
swallow and you are saved, though your 
name be Jack-the-Ripper or any other cut- 
throat’s. This is Christianity, and my 


. dear but deluded sir the world has had too 


much of it alrcady, and it is high time it 
ceased to be }::enched and promulgated 
bv any person who knows the value of 
reason or pos.€S.328 common sense, 

In conclusi n. allow me to say that the 
old riddle call. d ine Bible has two differ- 
ent accounts ot he way Jndas died; so you 
hav no means« ` cowing whether he hung 
himself or not, ~+ ʻo will see by compar- 
ing Matt xxvii .. with Acts i., 18. How 
do you accou! . uch discrepancies in 
an infallible b. : 

A direct an: . . í these queries will be 
acceptable to O. Severance. 


What Is Cl. vistianity, Anyway ? 
Rosan. gr, Mo, Aug. 18, 1893. 

Mr. Epitor: Un account of the vigorous 
manner in which St. Paul denounced the 
opposing religivus sects of his day, it has 
been thought by some that he still re- 
tained, in svite of the sanctifying power of 
the Holy Ghost, a spirit of religious intol- 
erance imbibed originally, perhaps, from 
the teaching of Gamaliel, his former pre- 
ceptor. 
herited from a long line of fanatical relig- 
ious predecersors. Be this as it may, it 
cannot be denied that St. Paul’s intoler- 
ance, his hatred and utter detestation of 
rival religious sects became more and more 
inteme as he advanced in the ministry of 
the new religion. It is evident that he, 
like those of bis calling of the present day, 
could scarcely endure the opposition to 
priestly rule, which even at this time ap- 
pears to hav been springing up. That St, 
Paul, intentionally or otherwise, incul- 
cated the principle of religious intolerance 
and hate in propagating the new theology 
cannot be denied. He, with other illus- 
trions examplers known to hav existed in 
the primitiv times, taken in connection 
with the subsequent history of the church, 
explains why it is that about ninety-nine 
per cent. of the profersed followers of J. 
Christ hav been so relentless in their per- 
secution of those who rej cted the absurd 
dogmas of their creed. Hence the spirit 
of cruelty and unc mpromising religious 
intolerance always controlled the law- 
making powers of the church. This same 
spirit of | ate has been conspicuously char- 
acteristic of most all the great religious 
reformers of both ancient and modern 
times. 

This identical spirit of implacable ha- 
tred and persecution, like a grim-visaged 
specter, for many long centuries has been 
standing composedly at the helm of “‘the 
oldship of Zion,” before whoserugged prow 
millions hav sunk to rise no more, not be- 
ing considered worthy to be taken on 
board, on account either of their total un- 
belief or their fidelity to some rival sys- 
tem of religious worship. 

This very intolerant controlling element 
in the church in times past, in its utter 
disregard of the sacred rights of others, 


Or, it may bav been a legacy in- ` 
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and through wmercerary motivs, with a 
view to extending the range of its ecclesi. 
astical jurisdiction, carried the religion of 
Jesus across mountains and seas In their 
enterprising zeal they hav spread it over 
entire continents; under their fostering 
care all other forms of religious worship 
hav beeu supplanted; with an iron heel 
they hav sought to crush all opposition 
into the earth; with their unlimited rev- 
enue, wrested from the calloused palms of 
unrequited toil, they hav built costly ca- 
thedrals and founded great universities, 
and for whom? For the express benefit 
of the clergy, and none others. Theology 
was the principal feature; the sciences 
were considered to be of but little value, 
only so far as they could be utilized as 
auxiliaries of the church; no one known 


to entertain unorthodox views, or opinions. 


in any way hostile to the church, were 
permitted to enter their great institutions 
of learning. For centuries the church 
built no asylums for the insane. What is 
now known to be a mental malady pro- 
duced by abnormal conditions of the 
brain was considered by the learned 
spiritual doctors to be the outward or 
physical manifestations of diabolical 
spirits that had taken possession within. 
The unfortunate victim was not con- 
sidered worthy of scientific or humane 
treatment, J. Christ, ‘‘the great phy- 
sician,” having authoritativly declared 
that this particular class of patients could 
be healed only by clerical exorcism, ac- 
companied by prolonged ‘fasting and 
prayer.” 

It was the chosen representativs of the 
foul spirit of bigoted intolerance so 
largely diftused among the clergy and lay 
members of the church that made laws for 
the extirpation of heretics, the burning of 
witches, and the stripping of Qvnaker 
women to the waist, and whipping them 
publicly on the streets, as evidenced by 
reference to the history of the Colonial 
age in our own country near the close of 
the seventeenth century. Intolerance, 
and implacable hatred of rival systems of 
religion, in connection with inordinate 
greed, an insatiable desire for gold, is the 
power behind the throne that sends mis- 
sionaries to the heathen, that usurps 
their governwent, confiscates their prop- 
erty, ransacks their country in: quest of 
gold, demoralizes and degrades the un- 
sophisticated savage with rum and opium, 
deprives. the people of their personal 
liberty and laysthe country under tribute 
for the support of an ecclesiastical des. 
potism more cruel and relentless in the 
enforcement of its arbitrary law than any 
form of secular government ever known 
to exist among semi-barbaric tribes of 
men. Under the strange infatuation, or 
impulse, of this terrible delusion the fa- 
natical Christian views, with a heart un- 
moved by sympathy, the extreme destitu- 
tion and wretchedness now prevailing, to 
an alarming extent, throughout Christen- 
dom, while with a lavish hand he dis- 
penses his charities among the unappreci- 
ativ, naked savages of the jungle. As 
long as the wild, untamed Hottentot can 
be proselytized, or won to the Christian 
faith, they that are destitute and helpless 
may go unprovided for though dwelling 
in the heart of the most opulent Christian 
country on the dace ot the globe. 

This controlling, intolerant element, not 
being content with manipulating the law- 
making machivery of the church, seeks to 
extend the field of her aggressiv opera- 
tions by itivading the domain of secular 
government where she can direct the mili- 
tary arm of the body-politic in a final effort 
to compel a universal acknowledgment of 
the absurd theological dogmas of her 
creed. Eliminate the fiendish record of 
this element or classof intolerant Chris- 
tians from the trué history of the church, 
and there remains but little to be said of 
her achievements or influence on the 
world during all the ages that are past. 
It is true the church—her temporal power 
being on the Wane—has become civilized 
to a degree that she does not'so often em- 
phasize her resentment, her detestation 
and hatred of the unbeliever, by a direct 
application of brute force, ‘as in the 
days of yore,” but her zeal, and her mor- 
bid delight in pieturing the horrors to 
which the unbeliever is thought to be ex- 
posed has not abated one particle. The 
writer remembers quite distinctly an in- 


stance of a spiritual docter, who, having 
exhausted his oratorical powers in depict- 
ing the agonies of the damned in hell, 
brought his sermon to a close. He had 
scarcely retired to his seat, when the fol- 
lowing consoling stanza, 

Oh! I mean to shout glory 


When this world’s all on fire, 
Hallelujah! etc., 


broke from the pious mouths of most 
every professing soul in the house. 

Now if it is true, as we sometimes hear 
it alleged by the apologist, that Christer- 
dom is not Christianity; that the professed 
followers of Christ do love their enemies 
and treat them kindly; that they do not 
persecute for opinion’s sake; that they 
love one another and do not engage in 
carnal warfare with each other; that they 
do not construct implements and make 
munitions of war to blow each other off the 
face of the earth; that they are temperate 
in all things; that they do not distrust 
each other's integrity; that they are not 
dishonest; that they do not take advantage 
of the stupidity of their fellow-man in 
business transactions; that when smitten 
on one cheek they invariable turn the 
other; that they do not practice any of the 
vices to which a depraved nature is ad- 
dicted; that they are meek and lowly in 
spirit; that they are not cruel, haughty, 
and scornful to their inferiors—their sub- 
ordinates;-that they are not treacherous 
to their friends and ungrateful to their 
benefactors; that they willingly concede 
to others all the rights, privileges, and im- 
munities that they claim for themselvs—in 
a word, if it be a fact that the genuin 
Christian indulges in none of these vices 
and commits none of these crimes; if 
Christendom is not Christianity, it must 
be granted that the following of J. Christ 
is a very insignificant party indeed; that 
it is not and never was a noticeable factor 
in the solution of any of the grave and 
complex problems connected with the his- 
tory of the world. None of the grand 
achievements that were in any way con- 
ducive to the development of the arts and 
sciences that hav contributed to the pres- 
ent advanced civilization were the result 
of the alleged beneficent influence of 
Christianity. It must be admitted that the 
malevolent spirit of religious intolerance, 
relentless cruelty, implacable hatred, and 
systematic social ostracism is the funda- 
mental principle of practical Christianity, 
the logical development of the plain 
declaration of the guileless Nazarene that, 
‘unless you hate father and mother, 
brother and sister, wife and children, yea, 
and your own life also, you cannot be my 
disciples.” W. E. Watton. 


Some Bible ‘‘ Spirituality.”’ 
YPSILANTI, Micuz., Sept. 1, 1893. 

‘Mr. Epor: The question has often 
arisen in my mind why a perfectly pure 
and holy angel should hav had any desire 
to rebel in heaven. When young I hav 
heard it said in the pulpit that it was am- 
bition to rule, instead of serve. This to 
my mind was never entirely satisfactory, 
although I supposed it must be true. The 
other day, when reading the account of 
the prodigal son it seemed to me I had 
found a solution more in accord with my 
mind. It seems the father had two sons, 
the younger requesting that his portion 
might be given him that he might strike 
out for himself, to which request the kind 
father readily acceded. After taking his 
Jeave, he seems (according to the aecount) 
to hav sought out and made the acquaint- 
ance of all the Lot’s daughters, Madams 
Tamar, Rahabs, Ruths, beautiful Abigails, 
and Bathshebas, he could find, who, ac- 
cording to the account, quiet’y relieved 
him of his bank account, leaving him dead 
broke, After finding himself thrown upon 
his own resources, and taking his bearings, 
he sought other occupation. Fortunately 
he found it, but not finding it to suit his 
tastes; he concluded to ‘‘throw up the 
sponge” and return to the old hive, which 
he accordingly did, his kind and generous 
old father meeting him with open arms. 
This was all right so far. Had he stopped 
here everything would hav been lovely; 
but this was not enough. He must hav 
the best robe, gloves on his hands, rings 
on his fingers, shoes on bis feet, a great 
feast of the fatted calf, with music and 
dancing thrown in. His elder brother, 
who it appears bad not been apprised of 


his failure in business or return, on in- 
quiring the cause of the feasting, was jeal- 
ous, or, a8 the scripture bas it, ‘‘ was 
angry,” and would not go in. Therefore 
came his father and entreated him. Hear 
his answer: ‘‘ Lo, these many years do I 
serve thee, neither transgressed I thy 
command at any time, yet thou never 
gavest mea kid to make merry with my 
friends,” or expressed any gratitude for so 
doing; but as soon as my brother was 
come, who ‘‘ has spent thy living with har- 
lots,” everythiyg else is forgotten in the 
excitement. It seems to me we find here 
the ley to the ‘‘rebellion in heaven.” 
Scripture informs us ‘‘ there is more joy 
in heaven over one sinner that repenteth 
than over ninety and nine just persons 
that need no repentance.” Who are these 
just persons that need no repentance? As 
allon earth hav sinned or come short, it 
must hav meant those who had not sinned 
—viz., the angels. Now isn’t it just pos- 
sible, if not probable, that in witnessing 
the marvelsus demonstrations these re- 
penting sinners were able to call forth, 
these unhatched devils felt a little in- 
clined to imitate these new-comers who 
had raised hell on earth in order to attract 
a little attention to themselvs, or in other 
words, to also create ‘‘joy in heaven?” 
never for a moment expecting to be ex- 
pelled for so doing before they would hav 
time to repent. But failing to connect, 
they brought on the first war of which we 
ever read. (I would like Brother John 
Peck’s opinion on the subject.) 

Speaking of this heavenly war, calls to 
mind the remark of a preacher who was 
having a gospel racket at the time the cy- 


clone struck us last spring. He stated to. 


his hearers that it was clearly the work of 
the devil; that he was still in heaven 
tempting the saints, but he could not see 
what he wanted there. I said: ‘‘Friend, 
that is all clear to me: you know the 
scripture informs us he drew away the 
third part of heaven in his first skirmish 
of ‘three days.’ Now he has been study- 
ing the situation, getting all the strategic 
points, sees where he failed, expects to 
remedy all that and get the other two- 
thirds; the chances are he wil! succeed, as 
he generally does.” 

I notice the religious Congress now be- 
ing held in Chicago is having a regular 
love feast—Catholics, Protestants of all 
sects, Brahmans, Buddhists, Jews, ete. It 
must be refreshing to see the Protestant 
put his loving arms around the Catholic 
reprerentativs present, after denouncing 
them for the last hundred years. Still, we 
are inclined to think if the ‘‘lamb lies 
down with the wolf” it will be inside, in- 
stead of outside, of him. 


It is the nature of all supernatural re- 
ligions to be intolerant, especially so with 
the old Hebrew and its offspring, the 
Christian. Take, for instance, the com- 
mand, ‘‘Tf thy son, or the wife of thy bo- 
som entice thee saying, Let us go and wor- 
ship other gods, thine eye shall not spare 
or pity, but thou shalt surely put them to 
death.” As we come along to St. Paul’s 
day, we find him trailing men and women, 
committing them to prison and stoning 
them to death. This was Paul the Phari- 
see. Later on the Jewish god by a stroke 
of lightning knocked the Pharisaic st: fing 
out of him, replacing it with the Chistian. 
Listen to him now: ‘“‘Jf any man bring 
any other gospel unto you than that we 
hav preached, let him be accursed.” 
Again: ‘*I would that they were even cut 
off that trouble you,” and he might truth- 
fully hav added—If I had the chief priest 
and pharisees to back me, I would see to it 
they were cut off. This particular friend 
of woman could say, for ‘‘I know that in 
my flesh dwelleth no good thing.” Was 
there no truth, no honesty, no honor, no 
filial affection, no justice, no humanity in 
him? ‘These are all qualities that belong 
to the flesh. He also said he ‘‘ became all 
things to all men.” He could preach cir- 
cumeision or uncircnmcision, law or no 
law, as the case might be; he could boast 
of ‘‘being crafty” or catching people 
“with guile;” he-could dissemble, while 
condemning the same in cthers; he could 
boast of “lying for the glory of God;” he 
could ‘‘ become a fool for Christ’s sake.” 
Is it any wonder that he should hav been 
called the ‘‘offscourixg of all things?” It 
would seem he came dangerously near the 


line, 80 much so that his God found it 
necessary to ‘‘plant a thorn ia his flesh.” 
And yet with all this he could say. ‘‘ I hav 
lived with all good conscience to this day.” 
Here we hav St. Paul the Christian! If 
all the above be true, he ought to hav had 
a dozen thorns instead of one, and each 
one as large as & crowbar. 

Surely Judaism is a cast-iron creed, 
Brother Abram `S. Isaacs’s opi- ion in the 
Arena to the contrary notwithstanding, 
and no one who has studied both will ever 
be led to suspect that Chistianity is not its 
legitimate child. They believed in the 
same God; both believed in witchcraft and 
in its destruction; both believed in and 
practiced slavery; both taught that all 
governments received their commission 
from God, instead of the ‘‘ consent of 
the governed.” Indeed, in almost all 
the essentials they were identical. It is 
true Christianity bas substituted some 
things in place of the old, viz., baptism in 
place of circumcision, Sunday for Sab- 
bath, the Lord’s supper for the passover, 
etc.; but the object or intent is the same. 


A good Christian brother said to me: 
‘Why do you always take a literal view 
of scriptural passages when so much of 
God’s word must be understood in a 
spiritual sense?” I replied: ‘‘I fear the 
curse St. John pronounced in the last 
chapter of Revelation upon those who 
added to or took from it. As itis im- 
possible for me to distinguish the one 
from the other, I think it safest to take 
the common-sense view. Now I like St. 
John, for he tells us something about 
heaven, while St. Paul, who also went 
there, keeps mum, although he went into 
the third heaven. St. John te'ls us some- 
thing about the beast that run to heads 
and horns, having seven heads, and nine 
and ten horns. St, John also tells usabout 
the scarlet woman that he oalls—he oalls— 
well, the Mary Magdalen bafore the 
wholesaie delivery of devils. My friend, 
do you think they were real devils? If 
so, were they old or young ones? Don’t 
you think the devils felt quite as much 
relief as the poor woman? I think if they 
were real, genuin devils they were never 
caught in that trap like a flock of quails 
the second time. “Again, do you think 
when Peter cut off Malchus’s ear, and 
Judas hanged himself, they were spiritual 
transactions? And again; do you think 
it a spiritual performance when the devil 
took Christ aud lifted him to the pinnacle 
of the temple, and tried to get him to 
cast himself down headlong, quoting 
scripture to induce him to do so? That, 
you know, is represented to be a tempta- 
tion. I see nothing of the kind about it; 
it was simply a question of life and death; 
he knew that if he cast himself down all 
the angels in Jerusalem wuld not save 
him from being dashed to pieces. Do 
you think when Jesus turned the water 
into wine it was a spiritual or real wine? 
Going back to the Old Testament times— 
was David’s performance with Bathsheha 
wholly a spiritual affair? Do you think 
Solomon was under the inspiration of the 
spirit when he selected the thousand 
women to make up his little family? Do 
you think the Philistines thought it a 
spiritual affair when David made his raid 
among them to obtain the material to pay 
for his wife Michal? How much spiritu- 
ality was there ın the flood, in the Judah 
and Tamar affair, in Lot and his daughters, 
in the Onan affair, in which he lost his life? 
The only mistake in this last was that 
there should hav been three funerals in- 
stead of one, and that would hav wound 
up the disgusting business—the originator 
as well as the participants should hav 
filled the same grave. Please explain to 
me the spiritual significance of all the 
above cases.” He looked as though he 
had been telescoped in a wheelbarrow 
train. ‘‘I recall but one passage where 
we are warranted in taking a spiritual 
view of it: God is said to hav put a lying 
spirit in the mouths of his prophets, that 
they might deceive, but T fail to see the 
need for going abread for liars and de- 
ceivers; the church can furnish all that is 
needed and discount the foreign article 
every time and then declare a dividend. 
Witness the long list of names sent into 
Congress to close the Fair; more than the 
census gave the states.” 

James P. DICKENSON. 
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Children’s Corner. 


Eiited by Miss Susan H. Wrzos, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communica- 
‘ions for this Corner should be sent. 


“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a panse in the day’s occupations 
That is known as the Children’s Honr.” 


ti 


The Old Stone Basin. 


In the heart of the busy city, 

In the scorching noontide heat, 
A sound of bnbbling water 

Falls on the din of the street, 


It falls in a gray stone basin; 
And over the cool, wet brink 
The heads of thirsty horses 
Each moment are stretched to drink. 


And, peeping among the crowding heads, 
As the horses come and go, 
“ The Gift of Three Little Sisters ” 
Is read on the stone below. 


Ab! beasts are not tanght letters, 
They know no alphabet; 

And never a horse in all these years 
Has read the words—and yet 


I think that each toil-worn creature, 
Who stops to drink by the way, 

His thanks in his own dumb fashion 
To the sisters small must pay. 


Years hav gone by since busy hands 
Wronght at the basin's stone; 
The kindly little sisters 
Are all to women grown. 


I do not know their home or fa’ es, 
Or the name they bear to men; 

But the sweetness of their gracions deed 
Is jnst as fresh as then. 


And all life long, and after life, 
They must the happier be 
For this ‘Cup of Water” given by them 
When they were children three. 
Susan COOLIDGE. 


An Unfavored One. 


Wanted—kindness. Yes, it is true that 
we are sadly in need of a little kindness to 
cheer the busy worker on in this hurrying 

-world of ours. It is a lamentable fact 
that there is not enough of that humane 
feeling in the hearts of those who, by a 
few assuring words, would greatly relieve 
the sufferings and hardships of those who 
find the world nothing but one of hard 
work, with but little sympathy at that. 
Yes, it is yet a truism that we are still 
selfish, and that we rarely do a thing un- 
less it brings pleasnre to us. We are still 
afraid that if we benefit others at a cost of 
trouble to ourselvs we lose something; 
when, iustead, we gain. The knowledge 
that some one is benefited should recom- 
pense us for our trouble. 

On one of the streets near, and running 
parallel with, Fourteenth street, New 
York, was a house the rooms of which 
were let out in twos and threes at low 
rents. Two rooms were occupied by a 
father and daughter. He was an old 
man—the other side of sixty—and was 
very cruel aud unjust to his child, the 
only one left of six. The mother had 
died a few years back. 

At present they were behind in the rent 
and much in debt. She had not worked 
for some time. Business becoming dull, 
she was ‘‘laid off” with others at the 
place she was emploved. He never 
worked—not because he was unable—but 
thinking a man of his years, with a grown 
daughter, should be at his ease; while she 
worked and with what money she earned 
provided for the house. 

In the larger room of the two he was 
sitting in an armchair gently rocking him- 
self to and fro. Tha fire was slowly dy- 
ing. The hands of the clock pointed to 
5. Darkness was gradually creeping upon 
the city, and soon it was night. The hour 
was now 7. He was still in the chair, 
but asleep. The fire was out and acold 
breeze was blowing outside. 

Hight o’clock! The door slowly opens 
and a young girl enters the room. She is 
accustomed to the place and finds the 
match to light the lamp. The lamp is lit, 
the blinds are down, but he is still sleeping. 

The face of the girl was a thoughtful 
one. Brown eyes—now filled with sad- 
ness—a prominent forehead, an expressiv 
mouth and high cheek bones. dark brown 
hair aud pale cheeks, tall and slender, isa 
description of her. 

She had returned from an unsuccessful 

~ attempt to procure a position. From 7 in 
the morning until 8 at night had she 


walked and walked with hopes that were 
only dashed to pieces as soon as formed. 
She knew work was yet to be done at the 
house; she knew bitter words would be 
her welcome; she knew there would be no 
supper unless she found a day’s work and 
with the money earned procured some- 
thing to eat. She knew all this, and went 
from one place to another only to find she 
was not wanted, but exhibited a persever- 
ance worthy of a noble person. 

The rays of the lamp shed but a poor 
light around the room. The father was 
still asleep, and the girl also, with her 
arms resting on the table, and on them 
her head. She was worn out with her 
day’s wanderings. 

The old man starts up quickly and, after 
rubbing his eyes, looks at the clock. 
Half-past nine! ‘‘God bless my soul!” he 
exclaimed, ‘‘this late hour and that girl 
not yet home. I wonder,” looking 
around him—‘‘ Yes, yes, there she is fast 
asleep, when she ought to be getting sup- 
per and cleaning up.” 

He advanced toward her, and roughly 
shook her by the arm. She slowly opened 
her eyes and looked at him. She remem- 
bered now—she was Clearing the table, 
when she sat down in a chair, and in her 
tired condition had fallen asleep. 

‘ Come miss, come, why sit there like a 
mummy when you ought to be cleaning up 
and getting supper?” 

“I’m go tired,” she sadly said, ‘‘ I’ve 
been walking everywhere, and they all 
say they don’t want me. It does seem so 
hard not to be doing something so we 
could get something to eat. 

‘Stop that talk and be about your work. 
If you had tried you would hav been 
working long ago. But you don’t. You 
look in every shop window and speculate 
about what you would doif you had this 
and that.” 

“Father,” she exclaimed reproachfully, 
‘you know that is not true. HavI not 
gone day after day for the last three weeks, 
and only a day’s work here and there. 
Just enough to keep us from starving.” 

“I don’t know anything. I’m hungry, 
and I must hav supper right away. Come, 
rise, madam, and do as you are told.” 

She reluctantly arose and mechanically 
began tidying up. He had taken his seat 
and was gazing atthe ceiling. He chauced 
to look around and his eyes rested on his 
daughter. He arose and violently bring- 
ing down his hand onthe table, said: ‘“‘I 
thought I told you to get supper, and there 
you are busying yourself with what you 
hav no business to.” 

“I cannot get supper when there is no 
money or anything to get it with,” she 
quietly said. 

“Go out and get money. Steal, beg, 
or borrow. I don’t care how, get money. 
I must hav food to eat or I'll die. 

“Who will lend or giv us anything? 
No one. As for stealing or begging,” 
and she proudly raised her head, ‘‘I can 
not do it. Mother always taught me it 
was wrong,” sobbing, ‘‘and mother was 
always right.” 

‘‘There, there, stop your whining and 
be about. If you stay here you will never 


get supper. Go out and see what you can 
do. Supper I'll hav to-night, come what 
may.” 


She knew to disobey would be useless. 
She put on her hat and coat and wandered 
out into the chilly night. The streets 
were slowly being deserted, and the stores 
were closed up. Nowhere could she find 
any success. Dame Fortune had entirely 
forsaken her. 

Beg? No, she could not do it. Steal? 
That was still worse. ‘‘I don’t care how, 
get money.” The words rang in her ears. 
Would her father hav her sell herself. 
Better by far to feel death’s sting than to 
commence a life of degradation. 

On and on she wandered, caring not 
where. The love she bore her father was 
almost dead. The bitterness of life had 
pained her greatly. The difficulty of ex- 
isting had shown new terrors. 

The swish of water caught her ear. The 
river! Hastily she went in the direction 
of the sound. Soon she stood at the edge 
of the Hudson. The moon shone with 
unusual brightness, the sters thickly 
studded the heavens. All about a scene 
of calmness. 

Why not drown? That thought most 


horrid, entered her head. She thought 
of the past with all its. troubles and bur- 
dens ; she saw the future, which offered 
no encouragement to liv. Standing 
awhile, she thought of many things which 
she alone knows. 

Now she glances up and down the river. 
The ferry is coming in; the lights on 
several vessels could be seen. No sound 
save those of the dock hands and the ferry 
could be heard. When the noise of the 
chains and wheels in the mooring of the 
vessel were going on, and with a feeling 
quite unexplainable, she jumped into the 
water. No outcry was made, and soon the 
water was as placid as though another vic- 
tim had not been claimed. 

The father? He had fallen asleepin the 
armchair. The lamp was slowly burning 
out. The hands of the clock were fast 
turning around. The light of morning 
began to supersede the darkness of the 
night. The. hour was six. 

He awoke, and, rising, went into the 
bedroom of his daughter. The bed had 
not been lain in; she had not come back 
yet. He muttered a curse and took no 
further heed. Hunting up a few scraps, 
and boiling some water, with which he 
made a weak cup of coffee, he had his 
breakfast. The day wore on, evening ap- 
peared, bed-time came—she was not yet 
home. Still he did not feel anxious. She 
might come home with something to eat; 
that was all he cared for. Not fhat night 
were there any signs of her. 

Morning came again. By mistake the 
newsdealer had left a paper at his door. 
He took it in and began to glance over it. 
On one of the pages was a likeness of a 
girl, with nearly a column of reading mat- 
ter. He hastily scanned it, and let the pa- 
per fall to the ground. Hesat in a vacant 
stare. 

He knew now why his daughter had not 
returned. He knew now that he had been 
unnatural to the child—he felt it. He 
knew it in a way not tobe mistaken. He 
put on his hat and hurried to the morgue. 
Yes, that was she. His own child, so 
much like her mother. As he looked at 
her as she lay in that dreary place, tears 
ran down his cheeks. All that he loved 
was lying there. When she was gone, 
when she never more would be home with 
him, when it was too late, he found he 
loved her. - 

What would a little love and kindness 
hav done here. It would hav saved a 
young and innocent life, and he would not 
be mourning for a daughter who was as 
good to him as he was cruel and unjust to 
her. What a lesson for us all to learn! 

Epwarp Dogson. 


Correspondence. 


Davenport, Wasa., Oct. 7, 1898. 

Dear Miss Wrxon: This is my first let- 
ter to the Children’s Corner. I am thir- 
teen years old. Our school started Man- 
day, but I could not go till after plowing. 
I study reading, writing, spelling, history, 
‘geography, arithmetic, hygiene. Ilike to 
read the Children’sCorner. I take the lit- 
tle Freethinker, and I like it very much. 
We sent for the ‘‘ Apples of Gold,” but 
never received it. We got the registered 
letter return for the money. It was 
signed by the name of Phillips, so you 
were not home at the time. Times are hard 
here, and I don’t know when I will be able 
to send again. I would like to hav ‘‘ Ap- 
ples of Gold,” and also ‘‘All In a Life- 
time.” I hav the ‘‘Story Hour,” and I 
like it very much. I will close for the first 
time. Your Fréethinker friend, 

Epwin SELDE. 

(The book was sent all right, but was 
probably lost or taken from the mails by 
some dishonest person. Another copy will 


be mailed to your address.—Ep. C. C.] 


Weryauweaa, Wis., Oct 18, 1893. 

Dear Miss Wixon: We lived in Oregon 
four years, but we returned to Wisconsin 
last June. We like this country better 
than we did Oregon. Papa has bought a 
place near Weyauwega. Papa is teaching 
school two. miles from home. He goes 
with the horse and buggy, and I go with 
him. One morning our horse ran away. 
He got frightened at some cows and ran 
a little way and fell down, which threw 
papa and me out of the buggy. We did 
not get hurt. Nothing was broken but 
the thills. 

My little brother, Leland, and I hav 
four little kittens. I call one Snowball, 
another Lady Jane Grey, another Boody, 
another Miggens. The old cat’s name is 
Diamond, . 

T like to read the Children’s Corner to 


my little brother Leland. Iam nineyears 
old and he is almost six years old. 
Inez Dawns. 


[A good letter for a girl of nine years. 
We hope to hear from Inez again. Write 
something about the town in which you 
liv.—Ep. ©. C.] , 


CLOVERDALE, VA., Sept. 24, 1898. 

_ Susan H. Wrxon, Dear Madam: Nestled 
in the mountains of Botetourt county, 
state of Virginia, two and a half miles 
from Bonsack’s and two miles from 
Cloverdale, two small stations on the N. & 
W. R. R., is the farm on which livs Charlie 
Wm. Power, a Freethinker of fifteen 
years, We raise all kinds of fruits and 
vegötablas; we raise strawberries and 
melons 


Now I will tell you something about 
raising strawberries: ‘ 

1st. You plant the berries in the fall. 
A new beginner thinks his work is done 
when they are planted, but he is mistaken. 
His trouble is just begun. 

2d. You hav to hoe them until they shoot 
forth their runners. Then you hav to hand- 
weed it and keep the runners in the row 
so they will make more plants. We hav 
about five acres in berries, and are goin 
to plant abont two acres more this fall. 
We are busy picking apples just now. 
Melons are all gone. 

Iam poing to school next month (Octo- 
ber). study as follows: Geography, 
grammar, history, dictionary, arithmetic, 
writing, drawing, physiology, etc. 

Iwould like to hav some of your little 
boys and girls write to me. 

Well, I am about done for this time. 
Will write more next time. 

With best wishes for Children’s Corner 
I will close. CHARLIE POWER. 

P.S.—As I am a new writer I hope you 
will not neglect this letter. 0. W. È 

[We hope to hear from you again, 
Charlie.—Ep. C, C.] 


SUSAN WIXON'S BOOKS, 
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AN iu a Lifetime. A Liberal Romance. 
12mo, 800 pp., $1. 

Apples of Gold. And Other Stories for 


oys and Girls. 12mo, 388 pp., $1.25. 
The Story Hour. An Exceptionally Hand- 


some and Interesting Book, Withont Supersti- 
tion, for Children and Youth. The Only Fres 
thinkers’ Children’s Story-book ever issued. 
66 full-page illustrations and 25 smaller; large 
tvpe, heavy, toned paper, broad margins, illus- 
trated covers; 4to, 224 pp., boards, $1. i 
Address, THE TRUTH SEEKER CO 


APOLLONIUS OF TYANA IDENTIFIED AS THE 
CHRISTIAN JESUS. 


An important and remarkable revelation con- 
cerning the life and times of Apollonius of 
Tyana, the great sage and philosopher of the first 
century. It is here claimed that his life and 
teachings Were appropriated and ntilized by the 
ormnlators of the Christian religion in the in- 
terest of so-called Christianity., The plagiarism 
is made plain in this brief history of Apollonius 
especailly in view of the historical references and 
comments thereon. It is quite evident that to 
conceal the plagiarism, the name of Apollonius 
was suppressed. 

Price, 15 cents. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


28 Lafayette place, New York City. 
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JHE SABBATH. 
By M. FARRINGTON. 
4 Thorough Examination and Ref- 
utation of the Claims of the 
Sabbatarians. 
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10 cents. 
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Her Awful Disclosures 


AS ~T WEW HALL CONVENT. 


fed a Fow Words on Auricular Confession; 
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Books by Helen H. Gardener 


New Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 


Men, Women and Gods, 


Introduction by 


ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 


Price, cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 
The Trade Supplied at Special Discounts. 


IS THIS YOUR SON, MY LORD? 


4 Fascinating Story of Radical Truths on 
Religion and Social Matters. 
Price, cloth. $1: paper. 50 cents. 


PRAY YOU, SIR, WHOSE 
DAUGHTER? 


A NEW NOVEL. 
Prise, oloth, $1. | Paper, 50 cents. 


Pushed by Unseen Hands, 
‘Pri eet nt shai cents. 


A Thoughtless Yes. 


CONTENTS: 

A Bplendid Judge of a Woman —The Lady of the 
Club—Under Protest —For the Prosecution—A 
Rusty Link in the Chain—The Boler House 
Mystery -The Time-Lock of Our An- 

. cestors — Florence Campbell’s 
Fate—My Patient’s Fate. 
Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
a Tiafavatta nana, Naw Vork. 


Books by S. P. Putnam. 


piversclogy. Price, 20 Z 
Waifs and Wanderings, A New Ameri- 
can Story. k paper, , 50 

. cents. “A prose epic of the war, rich with 


first page to last with the living spirit of too 
day.”—[John Swinton’s Paper. 
Golden “The au- 


1 ` : genius. The divine 
‘oreative spark is within him. The book is 
fille manly thoughts, expressed in 
manly words—the transcript of a manly mind, 
Every Liberal should read ‘ Golden Throne.’ ” 


—[Ingerso! rice, $1. - 8 

Ingersoll and Jesus, A conversation in 
r e between the Nineteenth Century 
Infidel and the Galilean Reformer, wherein 
it is shown there is much in harmony between 
them. Price, 10 cents. 

Adami and Heva. A poetic version of 
the Indian story of the Garden of Eden in 
whica its superiority to the mutilated copy— 
the Genesis legend—is shown. Price, 10 cents. 

Gottlieb: His Life, A Freethought Ro- 

_ mance., Price, 85 cents. í 

My Religious Experience, Price, 25 cents, 

For all of the above address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER Co., 
28 Lafavette place, New York. 


Essay on miracles. 


` By DAVID HUME, 
Prise. =- =- o >- it comme 
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The 


FourHundred Years of Freethought. 


PUTNAM. 


Most Magnificent Work Ever Published by the Freethought Press. 


BY SAMUEL P. 


The object of this work is to present the Course of Freethought throughout the Civilized World for 
the last Four Centuries, from the time of Columbus and Bruno to the time of Ingersoll. 

It will be a radical Historic Record of the Greatest Developments of the Human Race. i 

It will reveal Freethought as an Intellectual, Moral, Literary, Social, Industrial, and Political 


Movement. ; 
It will show what Freethought is in itself and how manifold are its influences, and with what 


hope and promise we can hail its future triumph. 


“Four Hundred Years of Freethought” will Embrace the most Illustrious Pages 
of Human History, 


adorned with the brightest Genius, radiant with the most splendid Poetry, rich with the greatest Inven- 
tions and Discoveries and ennobled with Freedom’s most shining advance. 
Nothing Can be More Interesting, 
more inspiring to the Pioneer Workers of to-day—to those who are still in the van for Human Rights and 
Progress. The struggle is not ended and what is already won must be carefully guarded. Eternal vigi- 
lance is the price of liberty; and from the Past we must ever learn Great Lessons for the Future. 
NO LIBERAL CAN AFFORD TO BE WITHOUT THIS BOOK. 
It will contain the Greatest Thoughts and the Greatest Deeds of the Greatest Men 
In One Harmonious and Magnificent Whole, 
a vivid picture of man’s sublimest evolution, with the added glory of 
WOMAN'S EMANCIPATION 
from the chains and slavery of a barbaric creed and church. 
THE FIRST PART of the book will deal with Freethought as a Universal Power, as a Spirit, a 
Method, a prevailing but unorganized Influence in every Department of Human Growth. 
THE SECOND PART will deal with Freethought as an Organized Movement, especially in America 
and Europe; and this history is of equal importance with the first, and should be justly understood 


and the Pioneers of our work recognized. 
The first part will embrace the following Grand Departments: 


Philosophy.| Science. | Education and Literatnre. Government and Politics, | Woman’s Emancipation. 
Bruno. Copernicus. Ethics. Boccaccio. Lessing. Voltaire. Gambetta. | Madame Roland. 
Spinoza. Galileo. Bacon. Rabelais. Schiller. Rousseau. Castelar. Mary Wollstoncraft. 
Descartes. | Kepler. Comenius. Cervantes. Goethe. French Salon. Bradlaugh. | Harriet Martineau. 
Locke. Da Vinci. Pestalozzi. Marlowe. George Sand. | French Revo- Carrison, Frances Wright. 
Hume. Newton. Froebel. Shakspere. George Eliot. lution. Phillips, Lucretia Mott. 
Hobbs. Humboldt. | Combe. Gibbon. Victor Hugo. | Thomas Paine. Parker. Ernestine L. Rose. 
Kant. Lyell. Spencer, Burns. Emerson. Jefferson, Sumner. Lydia Maria Ohild. 
Hamilton, {| Darwin Owen. Shelley. Heine. Mazzinni. Lincoln. argaret Fuller. 
Comte. ndall Holyoake. Byron. Thoreau. Bentham. Bakounine. | Elizabeth Cady Stanton. 
Biichner. uxley Haeckel. Pushkin. Whitman. Mill, Warren. Susan B. Anthony. 
Feuerbach. Girard Tcherny- Ingersoll. Garabaldi. Petrofsky. Matilda Joslyn Gage. 

Lick. chewsky. Heinzen. Helen H. Gardener. 

Annie Besant. 
THE PORTRAITS OF THESE ILLUSTRIOUS REFORMERS 


in every domain of Human Thought and Progress will adorn the pages of this volume. 

The Second Part of this volume will be devoted especially to organized Freethought and the Liberal 
Press in modern times. The Truth Seeker, Investigator, Ironclad Age, Secular Thought, Freethinkers’ Maga- 
zine, Independent Pulpit, Lucifer, the Freethinker, Agnostic Journal, ete. 

It will give a history of the 


GREAT INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS 


at Chicago, the Freethought Federation of America, the American Secular Union, the various state and 
local organizations, the Canadian Secular Union, the British Secular Union, and other Liberal associations. 
throughout the world. 

It will contain the portraits of those who, up to the present time, have been identified with Free- 
thought work—editors, lecturers, officers of societies, and those who, as representative men, have won dis- 
tinction in other fields of effort. There will be the portraits of 
George E. Macdonald, Capt. R. O. Adams, 

E. M. Macdonald, John R. Charlesworth, 


L. K. Washburn, Samuel P. Putnam, 
Ernest Mendum, Jobn E. Remsburg, 


Susan H. Wixon, 

Mrs. Charles Watts, 
Mrs. Robert O. Adams, 
Mrs. M. A. Freeman, 


Dr. E. B. Foote, Sr., 
Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., 
Prof. J. H. Cook, 

E. H. Heywood, 


Horace Seaver, 
J. P. Mendum, 
D. M. Bennett, 
Parker Pillsbury, 


Elizur Wright, Charles Watts, Franklin Steiner, Otto Wettstein, Katie Kehm Smith, 
T. ©. Leland, G. W. Foote, J. D. Shaw, Stephen Pearl Andrews, Lucy N. Colman, 
T. B, Wakeman, Saladin, E. A. Stevens, James Parton, Lillian Leland, 
Judge ©. B. Waite. J. R. Monroe, H. L. Green, Abner Kneeland, Amy Post. 


and other men and women who have contributed to the advancement of Freethought and whose names 
should be remembered throughout the Liberal ranks. There will also be about 


ONE HUNDRED BIOGRAPHIES, 


and in these will be given a picture of Freethought progress which will be most interesting and valuable, 
for it is in individuals that we find the best interpretations of the age. 


The Price of This Superb Book is $5.00, 


and not for the same amount of money can there be found such an array of facts, such a survey of history, 


and such a galaxy of Freethought. 
Mr. Putnam is now devoting his whole time to this work and it will be published at the earliest: 


possible moment. 
The name of every Subscriber who sends five dollars before the work is on the press 


will be enrolled in this book. DON’T FAIL TO SUBSCRIBE AT ONCE. 
This book will contain 
Over Six Hundred Pages of Printed Matter and Over One Hundred Portraits. 


It will be elegantly bound. It wil be a book for the home and the fireside. It will be a book to give to 
your friends when they ask, What is Freethought—what has it done and what is it doing in the world? 

This is the most universal presentation of Freethought ever given to the public, and no Freethinker 
can afford to be without it. It is a library in itself. 


Address orders to THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette place, New York. 
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BRAIN = BIBLE: 
THE CONFLICT BETWEEN MENTAL SCIENCE 


AND THEOLOGY. 
By EDCAR C. BEALL, M.D., 


with a preface by 
R. G. INGERSOLL. 


This is the only work of its kind in the litera- 
ture of Freethought. Its arguments are based 
upon scientie phrenology. and appeal directly 
to the reader’s se: -e of logic and love of justice. 
Tt is eloquent as well as convincing. 

Price, cloth, $1. dress 

THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Col. R. G. Ingersoll’s 
ARGUMENT 


Reynolds Blasphemy Trial, 
At Morristown, N. J. 


This is the greatest argument ever made in a case 
of this kind, and will be a model for the Bar so 
long as the Christians use force to repress free 
speech. Its legal acumen is unsurpassed, its elo- 
quence never equaled. Wherever Christian per- 
secution is going on this argument should be 
freely circulated, read to the Christians, and ex- 
pounded on every occarion. 

In paper, 25 cents; in cloth. 60 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


MONEY FOUND. 


Brought Into the 
Absolutely Reliable Cov- 
ernment Banks Established in 
the interest of and Owned 
by the Whole People. 


By HON. THOMAS E. HILL, 


of" Hill’s Manual of Social and Business Forms,” 
“The Hul Banking Sistem,” ard other 
works of great service to the world. 


Professor Hill has given several years of care- 
ful s.udy to the elabora.ion of a sysiem of sound 
mouey, that may fit immediateiy into pesent 
methods of oing 'usine:s and be easily intru- 
duced and unive: sally adopted _ 

This book is “just in tive” is an absolutely 
original took from the beginning to the end, is a 
good-sized volume ia clear type. and is the clear- 
est expo-stion of Money. uses of Manty, causes of 
no ey penics aud reme ies fur th saue, ever 
published. Orders are rapi ly coming in and we 
want yours. Benu twenty-five cents 10r copy. 

Addresas HE TRUTH ote MER. 


THE BOOK THAT STARTED THE REFER- 
ENDUM MOVEMENT. 


DIREGT LEGISLATION 


By the Citizenship th: ough the 
Initiative and Referendum, 


By J. W. SULLIVAN. 
Price. 25 cents. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Hard Knocks 
at Christianity. 


By R. WHEELER. 


This book is just what its title implies—_thump- 
ing whacks at superstition. It deals with the 
effect of Christianity on the world, showing 
what Christians have done to advance their relig- 
ion and impede the progress of man. It shows 
that Jesus was a false prophet, that the Soxpele 
are not authentic, and that Christianity is a bor- 
rowed system of religion. Thav the Bible is not 
in accord with Science, that the atonement 
scheme is futile and foolish, and that religion 1s 
not areal benefit to man. 

Price, 20 cents, six for $1. 


Address THF. TRITA SEEKER. 


PULPIT, PEW, | 
and CRADLE. 


By HELEN H. GARDENER. 


One of Her Brightest, Wittiest, and 
Strongest Lectures Against 
the Bible, 


Every Woman Should Read It 
and 


Know Her Enemies and Her Friends. 
Price, 10 cents. Address this office. 


FOR HER DAILY BREAD. 


A Nineteenth Century Novel. 


Preface by R. 6, INGERSOLL. 


For Her Daily Brea‘ is the story ef two young 

iris and a younger brother who were left parent- 
ess, with a little money, fair e.ucation, and 
mu h courage, to make their way through tre 
world by golug to Cricago. ‘he autuor is also 
the heroi e. The varrative is,in the main, a his- 
tory of a.w rkivg-girl’s lif- anc excerience in the 
city of Chicago mong bluff busin s:-men, kind- 
hearted foiks, anu d sreputable hypo rits. It is 
just »u h a tory of humaan ife as we shonld ex- 
Dect Colonel Inger ol: to be i terestet in; and 
whatever he adwires and appreciates is sure to 

e worth the attention of the rest of the world. 

ce, 25 cents. E88 

j THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Gems of Phought. 


Te wealth of aman is the number of 
things which he loves and blesses, and 
which he is loved and blessed by.— Thomas 
Carlyle. 


THE audacity of a priesthood that arro- 
gates the power to prescribe what an un- 
born child’s religions faith shall be, is an 
anachronism which the spirit of the age 
utterly repudiates. The child’s right to 
choose his own opinions must be recog- 
nized if hnman society is not to be thrown 
into chaos.—Z. K. Washburn. 


Tsrre is no rational ground for suppos- 
ing that suffering is a medicine, or that all 
tears are to be wiped away. If a gracious 
God keeps himself in our remembrance by 
murdering cur children, what would an 
ungracious God do? A buvan father 
beating his child to keep it from wan- 
dering from his ‘‘ protection” is the pa- 
rental type to which Theism is compelled 
to resort, in apologizing for human calam- 
ities.— Moncure D. Conway. 


Ovr bighest bappiness is inconsistent 
with injustice. In equity all men are 
equa). lf we may agegress, another may re- 


taliate, If we may be cruel, he may be 
vengeful. lf we may injure, he may re- 
tribute, If aggression is practiced, joy 


will be mixed with torments. R-pose will 
be disturbed by menaces. The shout of 
hilaritv will be interrupted by the shout 
of spite. Apprehension will displace an- 
ticipation, and confidence will be displaced 
by fear. Our pleasures must be supplied 
by skill and not by subtlety, by industry 
and not by, fraud, by contract and not by 
violence, Thusselfishness enjoins not only 
prudence but justice.—A. M. Lorentz. 


Tars week the Humane Congress is in 
session, and the cause of the mute sufferers 
who hav no tongue to plead their own case 
is being pleaded by many representativs, 
among whom none speak with better right 
than the representativs of non-Christian 
religions, who, in this particular at least, 
shame the thonght and practice of Chris 
tiaue.. The higher Oriental religions hav, 
with scarcely an exception, and with great 
emphasis, taught the sanctity of all life 
and the sacredness of the life principle 
wherever revealed; while Christianity in 
its attemnt to magnifv man has dug a great 
ditch between him and what it has called 
the brute creation. This has naturally 
brought mountainous abuse to the lowe 
animals.— Unity. 


In spite of creeds and formnlaries, the 
influence of Plato and other ancient think- 
ers, as Well as of su: viving ancestral ideas, 
bas made most educated Europeans be- 
lieve really in immortality, even when 
they imagin themselvs to be believing in 
resurrection. Nevertheless, the belief in 
resurrection is the avowed snd authorita 
tiv belief of the Christian world, which 
thus proclaims itself as on a lower level in 
this respect than the civilized peoples of 
antiquity. And the reason why European 
nations after Constantine thus went back 
from the higher practice of cremation to 
the lower practice of burial, and fom the 
higher idea of immortality to the lower 
idea of resurrection, is because thev then 
adopted the Christian religion, an offshoot 
and sect of Judaism.—Grant Allen. 


Anp much may be done to change the 
nature of man himself. The intelligence 
which has converted the brother of the 
wolf into the faitbful guardian of the flock 
ought to be able to do something towards 
curbing the instincts of savagery in ‘civ- 
ilized men. Butif we may permit ourselvs 
a larger hope of abatement of the essential 
evil of the world than was possible to those 
who, in the infancy of exact knowledge, 
faced the prohlems of existence more than 
a score of centuries ago, I deem it an es- 
sential condition of the realization of that 
hope that we should cast aside the notion 
that the escape from pain and sorrow is 
the proper object of life. We hav long 
since emerged from the heroic childhood 
of our race, when good and evil could be 
met with the same ‘‘ frolic weleome;” the 
attempts to escape from evil, whether In- 
dian : r Greek, hav ended in flight from 
the battle-field; it remains to us to throw 
aside the youthf.l over- confidence and the 
no less youthful discouragement of nonage, 
We are grown men, and must play the 
man— 

** Strong in will 
To strive, to seek, to find, and not to 
yield,” 
cherishing the good that falls in our way, 
and bearing the evil, in and. around us, 
with stout hearts set on diminishing it. 
So far we all may strive in one faith to- 
wards one hope— 
“ It may be that the gulfs will wash us 
down, 
It may be we shall touch the Happy 
Isies, 
. . . but something ere the end, 
Some work of noble note may yet be 


done.” 
—HHualey,. 


Abraham Lincoln: Was He 


JOHN E. 


REMSBURQG’S 


WORKS. 


A Christian? 


h . p sburg has been collecting material for his work, He presents 
For fifteen see s Mr Teme a fibe and overwheuung, aud Which must put this quest.on 


an array of testimony that is irres s 
at rest furever, In ad i.tio) 
a Christi n, and 


A He tex p 
dred witnes-es in proof of the claim t1a¢ Linco n Wa -note Gari tian., ‘L 
i : jaw part.e s; his private secretaries; members of his 


tua w.te and oth r relatives; his th e> 


to the tesim -ny of twenty w. nesses who claim thas L.ncoim was 
hich is reviewed an ! refute.l,: e adduce ı the testimony of more than a hun- 


hese witnesses include 


cabinet; Lis principal biographers, and scores of Lis mo.t) tim .te fricnds. 


False Claims: Revised and Enlargea 
As a Missionary Documant it is uaexcelled. Amor 


: the subjects considered by Mr. 


Remsburg are: 4 ho Church and Morality; Crim nal Stutis:.cs, show.ng th creeds of the pris- 


oners in toe penitentiaries; the Churco nad 
i tne 


and Learuing; tue Cuure. and Liberty? 
Rights Movement; the 'I’emperance Re 
singly; 75 c:nuts per aozen. 


Bible Morals. 


Civilization; the C 
Caurcn and tne Antislavery Reform; the 
form; the Church and the Republie. Price, 10 cents 


Church and Sc.ence;s the Church 
oman’s 


Twenty Crimes and Vices Sanctioned by 


Sc ip.u-e; Fuisehood and Deception; Chea ing; Taoett and Robbery: Aduitery and Prostitu- 


tion; Murder; Wars of Conque t an | Extermmatiou; Dasp vtism; 
ukindness 10 Children; È 
Canaina ism; Slavery; Witchcraft; P lygamy; Intemperance; 


tion; Iujusticat» Wo aan; 


tulerance aad Per-ecu- 
ruelty to Aaimals; Haman Sacrifices; 
Po erty and Vagrancy; Igno- 


rance and Idiocy; Ouscenicy. Prica, siagls cop.es, 25 cents; 6 copies, $1. Special discount 


on larger quantites. 


Sabbath-Breaking. This is the best and most thorough work 


ever w-itten on th» Sabvath from a rational j.oiat of view. Large 
Usstiun is d.s ussed under the fo lowin ¢ th 
i the Sa bath; Hxaminution of Sunday Argu 
imoay of t Oo Cariscan Fathers; th» Babbas 
T stimsny of Chris ian Reformers, Schoiars, and 
race, 25 cents; 6 copies $1. 


Six Lectures: 


abbath; ibe Chr siian S> ip'n es aud 
Ori_ia of ths Christian Sabbath; Tes 
t-e Middle Azes; th: Pu itan Saobath; 
Divines, Abrugation of Sunday La s. È 


Image Breaker. 


and handsome print. The 
3 Subvatic Iuea; the Jewish 
ceuats; 
during 


head -: Or.zin of 


Decine of Faith: Prot’s‘ant Intolerance; Washington an Unbeliever; Jefferson an Un- 


bel’ever; Paine and Wesley; Christian Sabbath. Eac 
Tells the story of the Author-Hero’s Life, 


doz., 4v cents. 
Thomas Paine. 


5 cents; Lourd, paper, 25 cents; per 


delineates the leading tra.ts of his character and genius, and vind cates his name from the 


a per ions cast upon it, 
cf Man,” and * Aye of 


Choice extracts from * Common Sense,” * Ameritan Crisis,” * Rights 
Reason.” are given; also, tribute: t Paine’s chava-ter from more than 


one hundred noted persons of Europe and America, many of them writt n exp essly for thi. 


work 


handsome stecl portrait of raine. Paper, 50 cents; clot. 


The Apostle of Liberty. 


Se ond edition, 160 pages, printed on fine tinted peper, neatly bound, and contaming a 
, 


75 cents. 


å n address del vered in Paine Ball, bef re the N. E. Freethinkers’ Convention, January 


29, 1884 Price, .0 cents. ; 
For all the above works address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 
+8 Lafayette rlace, New York. 


Truth Seeker Library. 


Published Monthly at $3 per Year. 
Issues oF 1891.—$3. 


Price. 
Truth Seeker Annual, 1891............se+e:000- $0 25 
en, Women, and Gods. Helen H. Gar- 
GENET. 0.0... ceesneves E 
The Age of Reason. 
25 
25 
} i 20 
Victor Hugo’s Orat on on Voltaire 10 
The Crisis. Thomas Paine. Illostr . 40 
Sabbath Breaking. John E. Remsburg....... 25 
Travels in Faith from Tradition to Rea- 

„ Bon. Robert ©. AdaM8S.. ...sesesssesae 25 
Strike of a Sex. George N. Miller............ 25 
My Religious Experience. Samuel P. Put- a 

NAM....e..orsecoos.oooo.sosocceeeocoooog.oo 
The Higher Criticism in Theology and Re- 
igion. Longshore.............065 50 
Issues oF 1892.—$3, 
Infidel Death-Beds. G. W. Foote............. 25 


Rights £ Man. Thomas Paine. 


. Gar- 

: ener ... 00. ecgesscceccns cece - 10 
Bible Morals. John E. Remsbur; . 2% 
Awfnl Disclosures of Maria Mon - 50 
Pocket Theology. Voltaire....... -. 5 
Why Don’t God Kill the Devil? M. Bab- ie 

COCK dscns T sore ceactiesecsncs sss 
Liberty ın Literature. Testimonial to 
alt Whitman, with Funeral Address. 
By Col. Robert GQ. Ingersoll.............. 25 
Six Lectures on Astronomy. Richard A. i 
TOCLOL......cccscccccccssecsccecsereccecs 5 
Candle From Under the Bushel. Wm. A. i 
DTG OTET OT TE OPE R 0 
The Holy Bible Abridged... 20 
False Claims of the 
Remsburg. 10 
Issuzs oF 1893,—$3. 
Thomas_ Paine  Vindicated. Col. Robert 
Q. Ingersoll. ......sesssesseisecsssoeesesse 15 
Ihe Creation óf God. 
DOI iaraa eee 50 
Crimes of Preachers 
. E. Billings .... 25 
Resurrection of Jests.............sseeeee 40 
Handbook of Freethought. W.8. Bell 50 
Religion a Curse; - eligion a Disease; Re- 
ligion a Lie. 8 P. Putnam. wee | 
Design Argument Fallacies. By Editor of 
HE FROTE SERRER............ . 0... 15 
Abrabam Lincoln: Was He a Christian? 
John BE Remsbure. .......... eee eee 50. 
Pen Pictures of ‘ihe Wold’s Fair. I'us- 
tr P. PU DaMm.......e. cesses eee 25 
Common Sense. Thoms Paine. ........... 15 
Examination of Prophecies. Thos. Paine.. 15 


During the year other standard Freethought 
works will be published and sent to subscribers 
as they appear. | : 

Yearly subscribers at $3 receive all the numbers 
published in one year. In ordering please say 
which year is desired. 

Single numbers sold at prices quoted. 

THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


GHOST OF ST. JOHNS.| 


By M. BABCOOE Price. 15cts. 


(HE BOLY CROSS SERIES. 


The Popes and Their Doings. Biograph- 
ical sketches of the most noted of these vicars 
of Christ and viceger nts of God,showing what 
they have done, and what kind of men they were. 
It contains very plain statements,in very un- 
varnished languare, and thy unmashing is com- 
plete, proving them to have been cruel, in- 
trigming, and licentions men. Considering the 
rapid growth of Catholicism in this country, 
thìs book cannot be too widely disseminated. 
Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth,?75 cents. 

The Awful Disclosures of Maria Monk, 
as exhib‘ted in a narrative ot her sufferings dur- 
in her residence of five years as a novice, and 
two years as & black nun, in the Hotel Dien 
Nanuery, at Montreal. Perhaps not anv anti- 
Catholic book polished has created more ex- 
citeme: t, and had such a circulation as this 
work. To counteract itg effects the Catholics 
circulated a story that Maria Monk was “no 
betrer than she should be,” but investigation 
disclosed that her “child of shame” was none 
other than the child of her priest-seducer. 
Pr.ce, paper, 50 cents; cloth 75 ceu ts.. 

Auricular Confession and Popish Nun- 
neries, By Wm. Hogan, for twenty-five 
years a confessing priest. A revelation of the 
icentious practices of the priests and nu: sin 
these religious brothels: There is no question 
thaf Ex priest Hogan knew the truth of the 
tales of vice, seduction, and infanticide he gives 
in t'is volume, and equally there is no question 
that if the people generally knew of them, Ca- 
tholicism would not be given the vast amounts 
of money now. aliowed it bv our various city 
governments. Price, paper, 50 cents, cloth, 75 


cents. 

Che Priest in Absolution. A Review of 
the system of auricular confession, including 
copious extracts from the “Confessional Un- 
masked,” from, the * Master Key to Popery,” 
etc. The work is a protest against and an appeal 
to every American citizen to examine carefully 
and thoughtfully a religious system so invasive 
of privacy, so powerful for evil in licentions 
hands, so fraught with danger to female mod- 
esty, to the ingenuous openness of youth. 
and to the freedom of thought, speech, and 
action. Price. paper, 25 c nts. 

Priestly Celibacy Exposed A lecture by 
the Rev. Geo. Townsend Fox, of Durham, Eng- 

- land, Revised American edition, showing “he 
result in parithes of the Roman decree that 
priests shall not mary. Price, paper, 15 cents. 

Sister Lucy and Her Awful Disclosures 
Respecting New Hall Convent, Bore- 
ham, Essex, England, Showing that convents 
are inimical to chastity, virtue, and freedom. 
Price, paper, 10 cents. 

THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 
28 Lafayette Place, New York City. 


Gill in a Nutehell. 


By ASA AUGER. 


A condensation of the fundamental arguments 
against Christianity. 


A Very Good Little Missionary Work. 


Address 
THE TRUTH SEEKE. 


Price, 15 cents. 
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J{ot for Parsons. | Thom 


TEACHER (examining a class of little 
boys in scripture): ** What did Jacob say 
when he saw the bridal train, the men 
leading the camels, laden with costly 
presents?” Pupil: ‘The Campbells are 
comi’ g, hurrah, hurrah!”—Zondon Free- 
thinker. 


Dracon Woorerron (sneeringly): I 
s’pose yo’ tink it’s de. Lord’s will to’ yo’ 
to leave dis charge an’ take de one wid de 
biggah salary! Parson Shouter : Look 
’ere, Bre’r Woolerton, ef one man offers yo’ 
ten dollars fo’ dat mule, an’ another offers 
yo’ twenty, would dere be any question in 
yo’ mind which offer it wuz de Lord’s will 
for you to accept?—Puck. 


Miss Saxerer is a young Japanese 
woman educated in America and sent back 
by the Woman’s Christian ‘Temperance 
Union, to abate the drink evil in the insu- 
lar country. She revorted yesterday at a 
meeting that two insuperable obstacles 
p'evented temperance reform in Japan. 
The nativs hav no money to contribute 
for the work of regeneration, and the 
Japanese are not addicted to drink.— Chi- 
cago Times. 


Tar Lxaminer tells of a colored preacher 
who saw in a vision the golden letters 
“G. P. C.” in the sky, which he inter- 
preted to mean ‘‘Go preach Christ.” One 
of his brethren said that he had no doubt 
of the vision of his brother, but he thought 
it would be more correctly interpreted, 
t Go pick cotton.” Probably a good many 
who are sure which way destiny calls them 
would do well to call in some impartial 
interpreter of their visions.— Unity. 


Paxson SANDY, a colored divine of deep 
lore, and Simon, a theological student, 
roomed together. The other morning, 
when Simon arose, he discovered that his 
watch had been stulen. When Sandy, who 
had left his bed early, came into the room, 
Simon spoke to him about the missing 
watch, aud asked his advice as to the besi 
course to pursue for its recovery. ‘‘ De 
bes’ plan, Brudder Simon, is ter pray ter 
de Lord. Ef yer prays wid ferventness, 
de Lord will see dat de watch is returned.” 
** Does yer believ» dat, Brudder Sandy?” 
“Yes, Brudder Simon. Ax de Lord, an’ 
he will answer yer pra'r,” ‘Will yer 

ray for me, Brudder Sandy!” © ‘** Yas, 
Brudder Simon, I’se always willin’ ter 
pray.” Tbe two men kneeling, prayed. 
‘When they arose Simon said: ‘1 feels dat 
de Lord is gwine to answer my prayer.” 
‘*T’se glad to hear it,” responded Sandy. 
“In fack, I know that he is, ” and draw- 
ing s horse pistol and leveling it at Sandy's 
head, Simon continued: ‘*‘Gimme dat 
watch or Iii shoot the top of your head 
of” Sandy produced ths watch, when 
Simon continued: ‘‘D» power of prayer 
and huss pistils is asion shing to the hu- 
man un’erstandin’,”"—arkunsaw Traveler. 


THE HERMIT GRAY. 
(A Moral Tale.) 


In the evening gray the hermit sat 

Before his cave, on a twisted mat, 

And he told his beads and breathed a 
prayer - 

Of thankfalness for his haven there, 

“ Here, far from the jostling market-place, 

My bumble spirit grows in grace; 

And here my lot and fate PI fill, ` 

Lulled by the tinkling, drowsy rill.” 


Bat, hark! A horse is coming fleet, 
And the rider stays his steed to greet 
The hermit gray, and bends him low. 
‘My lord!” he cries ‘‘dost thou not 
4 . 
Th; 
T hine? 
Among the peers ’tis thy lot to shine. 
Why linger here? Come, mount and 
ride 
Upon my horse, a steed of pride! 


“ Here is my Cloak, of golden sheen, 

My spurs, my sword, aud doublet green!” 

T'he hermet rose, and a curious look 

Passed o’er his face. He rose and took 

His stuff, his cruse, his beads and all 

He pave them a fing, and he let them 
fal 

Par and wide on the cavern floor 

As one who’d never need them more. 


Haste!” he cried; ‘I long to 


now 
brother’s dead, and his wealth is 


**Comel 
see 

The acres broad that belong to me; 

The towers and trees nnd the manor old, 

The boxes, iron-ribbed; the gold, 

And ali that weal.h and power can bring 

To a noble rich as a Moorish king!” 


Alack and alas! As the hermit rose 

He clapped his fingers to his nose, 

For a smell of sulphur filled the air, 
While the rid-r—well, he wasn't there! 
Aud the hermit wished he had held aloof 
As he gazed on the print of acloven hoof. 


MORAL. 


The tale is good—if well applied: 
` Be sure all checks are certified. 
—Puck, 


SRS 


eee 


Age of Beason, Pap., %50.: 
€ copies for $1; clo., 50e. 

Age of Reason and Examina- 
ion of the Prophecies: 
Pap., 40c.; clo., 7c. 

Apostle e l and Re. 
igious Liberty. ife.) By 
J. 5 Remsburg. Portrait. ) BS 
50c.; clo., 75c. . 

Common Sense. Written in 
1776. 15e._ , 

Crisis. Written During Am. 
Revolution. Pap., 40c.; Clo., 750. 

Great Works. 8vo. 800 pp., 
clo., $8; leather, $4; morocco 

t edges, $4.50. 

Life of. By J. E. Remsburg. 
Port. Pap., 50c. 

Life of. With Remarks on 
Comte and _ Rousseau. By O. 
Blanchard. Pap., 40c.; clo., with 
portrait, 60C., Ai 

Life of. With Explanatory 
Obaprvationis: By G. Vale. Por- 
vrais. ie 

Lithograph of. Heavy plate 
paper, 22x28, $1. . 

Political and Religious Re- 
former. By B. F. Under. 


wood. . 192. 

Political Works: ‘Common 
Sense,” “Crisis,” “Rights of 
Man.” $1.50. = 

Rights of Man. Answer to 
Burke's Attack on French Revo- 
lation. Pap., 40c.; clo., 750. 

Testimonials to His Merits. 
Compiled by J. N. Moreau. 10c, 

Theological Works; ‘‘Age of 
Reason,” “ Examination of 
ecies,” etc., with Life of Paine 
and steel port. 1.50. 

Vindication of. Reply to N. Y. 
Observer. By R.G. Ingersoll. 10c. 


Address The Truth Seeker Company. 


—THE— 


FREETHINKERS' PICTORIAL TEXT-BOOK, 


SHOWING 


THE ABSURDITY AND UNTRUTHFUL 
NESS OF THE OHURCH’S CLAIM 
TO BE A DIVINE AND BENEFI- 
CENT INSTITUTION, AND RE- 
VEALING THE ABUSES 
OF A UNION OF 
OHUROH AND 
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Full~Page 
Illustrations. 
WITH COPIOUS CITATIONS OF 
FACTS, 
HISTORY, 
STATISTICS, 


AND 


OPINIONS oF SCHOL- 
ARS 


TO MAINTA'N THE ARGUMENT OF 
THE ARTIST. 


DESIG"A BY WATS N HESTON, 
WIT. T. OF 
TAE DESIGNER. 


The Illustrations are classified as follows: 


16 represent Uncle Sam and the Priests 


2 The Church hobbing the People. 
8 ss hank-giving. 

6 a Ba -bath Laws. 

14 $ Chil wren aud the Church. 

10 r oman aud he Uhurch 

6 “ The Uh1,ch and Thomas Paine. 
4 be Studies in Na.ural History. 

8 s The Bible ant Scieuce. 

15 ae ‘The C e. gy and T'neir Flocks. 

1 a Pict ‘in Our Pe ‘itent aries. 

4 Th3 Aton men» Scheme. 

4 ~ Tho Lord and His Works. 

Bess UN Pater. 

1 Zä Tha Cre ds. : 
1 se Coristians and Mohammedans. 


2 represent Samples of Christianity’s Work, 
eee Missiona: ies. 

a The L rd’, In:troments. 

a Bible D .ctrines and Their Results, 
ae The Chu. ch and Slavery. 


S P.i sts and Politics. 
ss Ireland and : he Cho ch. 
Chur ses idea of | ivilization. 
The Uses : Ë the Cross. 
a Unkind etl.ct ons on the Church, 
a Persecutions uf the Church, 
rt Bo 2e Allegories. 


E Heaven. 
Hel 


SC EE-T TOTON e 
5 a o mr 
: 


el. 
i Miscellaneous. 


A most extraordinary pnblicati n, We venture the assertion that nothing like it has ever be. 
fore appeared i: this cou try, an titis very douvtful if another one li. eit will ever again be pub- 


ishi 


d. Wem ist gi etb.: Truth Seeker Company the cred § £ puting the book in the reach ot all. 


\t tw cethe ric: t would have b'en a cheap took. art st Heston as a portrait painter and de 


signer is a wouderful 8 icces 


an (ws judze from our own f elings that near y every Li-eral in 


-meriva wi uesire s copy of thi. most w ude.ful volume.—{Freethinkers’ Magazine. 


“Mr. Heston deserves ‘o be called the artist-hero of Liberalism | He has dedicated his genius t 


Freethou ht,anid has done fai 
wes do not make up the whole of his’ o'ume 


hfai and noble work for the cause of right and truth. 
There aie nearly two hundred pages or readin 


Lut the i ict- 


natter th t se ve first as exp anations of th :illnstrati ns, and s-condly ag texts to prove the ott 
al. ty of the ch- reu’s profe:s.ons and the hypocrisy of those who uphold them. Altogether th: 
-ok is «ne of t e best weapons against Christianity ¿nd the church tua; has ever been put in th 


sands of F.eeth.nkers.—[Bosto. Investigator. 


Price, board covers, $2; cloth, $2.50. 
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POPES AND THEIR DOINGS 


ACCOUNT OF 
Vicars of Christ and V cegerents of God. 
Paper, 60 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


Rote ee 


FILE BINDERS. 


Those who preserve the volumes of THE TRUTH 
BErK»R need a File Binder, which we wiil send on 
receipt of one dollar. 


opb- ` 


as Paine’s works. |Thefreethinker’sBadge-pia 


AND 
TRUTH SEEKER 


i ONE YEAR, 
fp Will be sent for $4.50. ‘Tne 


- $2.75 Pin and THe Trota 
EEKER one year for $5. 


Ingersoll Souvenir Spoon 


J- THE 


AND 
THE TRUTH SEEKER 
ONE YEAR, 


Will be sent for $4.75. Sugar Spoons and Trura 
SEEKER, $5. Either kind (Tea or Sagar) Spoou 
gilt bowl, 50c. more, 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


ENT Terms. Easy. 


PA years’ experience Examinations and Re+ 
ports free. Prompt attention. Send Drawing and dé 
Sarintinn ta T. Ranney $ i'n Attets Wyehinetan Da 


OBTAINED. 
EES 


CHOLERA, DIPHTHERIA, Dysentery 
Piles, Quinsy, Catarrh. The Antidote for $1. 
Agents wanted. Dr. G.H. MILLER, 2,333 Hicory 
street. St. Louis, Mo., former addreso 1,441 South 
Twelfth street, Denver, Col. 20628 


1.50 will now buy a reliable AMERI. v. 
JAN WATCH in strongGOLD PLATED Ñy A 
Dust Proof Caso. Will not vary a min- $ 
ute ip 80 days; Js as durable as any watoh BE) 
made. FULLY GUARANTEED. nat 
Isher AMERICAN patent Jover MOVEMENT, 
Patent Escapement and Kegulator, Lantern Pinlo' 

i 240 bests to minute; No key required to wind 

set; weight 4 oz.; exactly liko out; Post-paid for 92.60, 
8 for $4.00, 12 for $15.00. by express, Mentioa paper 
and we will iuolude handsome gold plated CHAIN & 
CHARM. AGENTS & Storekeepera sond for TE! 
Catalogue of 1000 new articles FREE, 


ROBERT H. INGERSOLL & BRO.. P 
85 CORTLANDT FT.. NEW YORK CT 


THE 


“Otto Wettstein” WATCH. 


Perfected, new model, 16 jewels. full adjustec 
to beat, co d, and pusition beansiiul donble sunk 
dial, aud all modera improvements; guaranteed 
a perfect timer Price, in silveriue dust-proof 
cases, $17; 4-ounce com si ver, 823, In best tilied 
gold case, oven-tace, dust-proof, $26; hinged 
Case, $28 to $0; hunting, 88 to 835; 14 carat, 
solid g- ld, +45 to $150. Nickel works, $2 more. 

Regular Grade American Warches.— 
Bilveriue case, 7 j.wels, $6; i] jewels, 67 50; 15 
jewels, $9; uitto, adinsted, $'1; divto, 17 jewels, 
$15. In finer ca es, add .8 avove. 

Lauies’ American Gola Watches.—4]] 

la est styles. in ulush ca;ex; best fi led, 7 juwels 

$14; 11 jewels, $15.80; 15 jewels, +20; 14 carat soud 
old, #10 more. Heavier, more elaborate, and 
amond-set cases, from +5 to 8100 more. 

_ All watches sent wita wr tten guarantee, kept 

in order 1 year, and after that time cleaned for 81 

and returned free. , 

Suadries. Lower grada nickel watches, $5, 
$4, and #3. Best spec acles, $1; be:t razor, $2; 
best triple-plat d teaspoons, $1.80; taule spoons, 
$5.t0; kuives, $1 75; forks, 8i 75; all for sets of 6. 
Solid si ver spoons, 8 .85 per ounce. 8 lid silver 
souvenir spoons. $i, $1. 5, $1.50, 6: to $3, 

WaeCotonel Ingersoll.—Tea. $2.50; orange, 
82.75; sugar, $3; gilt bowls, 50 cents more 
Etched (teas ouly): i 

“the Time to be Happy is Now,” 
50 cents extra. . 

The urch of Reason Badge, solid gold 
enameled ın 5 colors. small pins, $<, $2.7, an 
$3.50. With diam nds, #0, $8. Large, $3. $4, 45, 
8:5. Crarms, $3, 84, $5, 86, 8..50, 8 0, 815 B20, 730. 

Diamonds. 2v per cent. below market price. 
Send for price 1 sts, cards in colors and gold of 
badge, tracts, etc., free. A.l goods prevatd (ex- 
cept Kuives and forks) and cash refunded at op- 
tion. Watch cle ned $1,an_ returned fr e. 

O'TO WETISTEIN, R chelle, UL 

P.8.—The “Ingersoll Souvenir Spoon” free 

with every $20 order. 5 with $100 order. 
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YHE NOTED SPECIALIST, 
For Men Only, 


Is a physician of a wide and extensive practice, 
and his remedies are of the best. The Doctor 
treats all those pecnhar diseases of young and 
middle-aged men, as the respit of yonthful errors 
and excesses, causing Early Decay, Loss of Man- 
hood, Wasting Discharges, Varicocele, Mental 
and Physi Debility, Idiocy, Insanity, and 


eath. 

To those afflicted and who are desirous of being 
cured a bonzlas uf some 33 pages will be sent to 
their ad iress for ten cents, sealed in a plain 
envelope, giving uses and Symptoms of the 
Complaint and a description of the Doctor’s im- 
ortant medical discovery—an Ontward Applica- 
ion—a positive cure—the only remedy of the 
kind in existence—with evidences of success. 


O85, . P. FELLOWE 
Vineland, N. J.. 
and say you saw tbis advertisement in THE 
TRUTH SEEKER. 


704 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, NOVEMBER 4, 1898. 


Pres Dirgo 


AN INSPIRED WAY OF DISPOSING OF TOO MUCH HAIR. 


Thou shalt burn with fire a third part in the midst of the city, when the days of the siege are fulfilled; and 
th ou shalt take a third part, and smite about it with a knife: anda third part thou shalt scatter in the wind; and 


I will draw out a sword after them.—HEzek. v, 2. 


“A Digest of Science.” 


THE DYNAMIC THEORY OF LIFE AND MIND: 


Anattempt to show that all Organic Beings are both Con- 
- structed and Operated by the Dynamic Agencies 
of their respective Environments. 


By JAMES B. ALEXANDER. 


Over 400 illustrations, 87 chapters, 1,067 pages, and a 3-column index of 11 pages. 
Price, express prepaid by us, only $2.75. 


This work endeavors to embrace the field covered by thousands of books, such as those of the 
“Humboldt Library of Science,” the ‘International Scientific Series,” etc., by bringing together, in 
simple and direct form, with proper correspondence between them, all of the known factors con- 
tributing toward the origin and evolution of organic beings. 


Jo you wish to be well informed? THEN READ A OHAPTER OR VERSE DAILY FROM THIS BIBLE OF 


SOIENOE! 
It is entertaining as well as enlightening, and will lead you to “ worth-ship” (worship) nature 
—t, e., appreciate tbe worth of the Universal Mother. 


You must own thie book some day: why not NOW? 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


REDUCTION IN PRICE OF A GREAT BOOK 


aed 


With the eighth edition s 
Winwood Reade's ” Martyr 
dom of Man,” the cost of 
production has been tès 
sened so that we can reduee 
the price from $1.75 & 


$1.00. 


ə book has had a phenomenal sale for so heretical a work, second only to Helen Gardener: 
” Me te book. and Gods” and we give our readers the pecuniary benefit of aly The 


“MARTYRDOM OF MAN” 


İs a very interestingly pictured synopsis of universal history, showing what the race has undergone 
—its martyrdom—in its rise to its present plane. Itshows how War ard Religion have been oppres 
sive factors in man’s struggle for Liberty, and the last chapter, of some 150 pages, describes hit 
intellectual struggle from the animal period of the earth to the present, adding an outline of whas 
the author conceives would be & religion of reason and love. The chapters are: 

Egypt, Western Asia, the Persians, the Greeks, the Macedonians, Alexandria, the 
Ww AR, iins Carthage and Rome, Roman Africa, the Arabs. 


7 The Natural History of Religion, the Israelites, the Jews, the Prophets, 
RELIGIO Character of Jesus, the Christians, Arabia Mecca Character of Mona 
E med, Description of Africa, the Mohammedans in Central Africa. ; 

: Ancient Europe, Invasion of the Germans, the Castle, the Town, the 
Li BERT Church, Venice, Arab Spain, the Portuguese, Discoverers, the Slave Trada, 
Abolition in Europe, Abolition in 4merica. Materials of Human History. 

Animal Period of the Earth, Origin of Man, and Early Histo! 
INTELLEC e Summary of Universal History, The Hature of the Human Race. The 


Bzligion of Reason and Lova. T 
a ced from $1.75 to $1.00. Addresa THE TRUTH SEBKE i 
Tee ene 96 Lafayette place, Now York. 


Tripod, which cost $160. 


SURVEYORS, ATTENTION! 


A rare chance is offered fora survey orto get a 


TRANSIT CHEAP. 


We have one for sale, in good order, with 
we will seit it for 


half-price—$80. Address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


AGENT MAKE 100 PER 
CENT PROFIT 
and more, get sampie free, best- 
known gooos in all Amenca, 4 Or- 
sets, Kelts, Brushes. Safety Razors 


Curlers, Insoles, Plasters. and all our. 


other popular goods. (Either sex.) 
Address Dr, «EO A SCOTT, 
842 Broadway, N. Y. Cit,. 


A GREAT BOOK ON RADICAL, SOCIAL, AND 


ECONOMIC REFORMS 
The title of the book is 


A CITYLESS AND 
COUNTRYLESS WORLD. 


The author is 
HENRY OLERICH, of Hawarden, Ia. 


This book is in story form, well printed on 
ood paper, well illustrated, and hands mely 
ound. it 1s a text-book on “Co-oper. tive In- 
dividualism.” For many it is perhaps too radical 
on some questions of reform, but it is neverthe- 
Jess eminently thought-pro-oking. 5 
The universal unrest manifested by the think- 
ing world, particularly during these “hard 
times,” plainly indica es that our social, eco 
nomic, auc religious institutions are not in tune 
with tbe best thought of the age. The author 
vividly portr»ys an ideal world from which all 
our preseot social, economic, and religious evils 
are eliminated. For the fulfillment of his 
rophecy, the author does not rely cn miracles. 
but on the advancing iutelligence of thougatfu 
men and women. If Mr. ] F 
ever De attained the world Piste hears be a 
aradise. Beautifuily cloth-bound, price $1. 
p Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


torn AN can be mad 
$75.00 to $250.00 “MONTHLY 
working for B F. JOHNSON & CO.,Richmond, Va. 


-THE PHILOSOPHY 
MENTAL HEALING. 


A Practical Exposition of 
Natural Restorative Power, 


BY LEANDER EDMUND WHIPPLE. 


A Book to explain the correct idea of Mental 
Healing, and what may be reasonably expected 
to result from an understanding of its principles. 


Price, $2.50. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Godly Women of the Bible 


A HISTORY OF ALL 
The Women Who Figure in the Bible, 


—BY— 
Ay Unaopry Woman nl aac CEN" 


75 cents. 


Month, s o v # «we 


Olerich’s ideal stat- can. 


Jif ows of the (Deck. 


Waite Caps are burning cotton gins in 
Arkansas. 


Ex-PRIEST SLATTERY was mobbed in St. 
Louis while attempting to lecture. 


PEFFER’s free-coinage amendment to 
the silver repeal bill was defeated in the 
Senate by a majority of eleven. 


Tar Kabyle Moors and, invading Span- 
iards are inflicting serious damage upon 
each other at Melilla, Morocco. 


Justick Witniams has decided that un- 
der the constitution of New York women 
cannot vote for school commissioner, 


The House judiciary committee will re- 
port favorably Mr. Oate’s bill making’ 
more stringent the naturalization laws. 


Ar Budapest a beautiful young nun 
eloped, leaving a letter saying she desired 
happiness and could ut find it in the 
convent. 


Casstus M. Cuay, the famous Southern 
Abolitionist, has just passed his eighty- 
third birthday. He is still robust in mind 
and body. 


To facilitate disestablishmentin Wales, 
Gladstone will maintain that no Church of 
Wales exists, but merely the Church of 
England in Wales. 


Tur dynamite cruiser Vesuvius is en- 
gaged in the useful work of blowing up 
derelicts, which render navigation danger- 
ous along the Atlantic coast. 


In Baltimore the colored voters are ad-. 
vised by their leaders to stay away from 
the polls, as neither party has given them 
the recognition they demand. . 


Five agents and two lawyers of Park- 
hurst’s Society for the Prevention of 
Crime were mobbed on the Bowery in 
New York on Oct. 27th, in daylight. 


On Oct. 80th, the Senate passed the 
Voorhees bill for the repeal of the pur- 
chasing clause of the Sherman silver law, 
by a vote of 48 to 82. Ten Senators were 
paired. 


Tue labor associations in New York are 
determined to secure (if possible) repre- 
sentation in the constitutional convention, 
delegates to which will be selected at the 
November election. 


Carter H. Harrison, mayor of Chicago, 
was assassinated at his home on Saturday, 
October 28, at 8 p. m. He was shot three 
times by a probably insane office-seeker 
named Prendergast. 


Love AND LE,” by the English art- 
ist Watts, the picture most appreciated at 
the World’s Fair, has been presented b 
Mr. Watts to the American people, and wi 
be removed to the Metropolitan Museum 
in New York. 


CommoporeE STANTON has been suspended 
from the command of the South Atlantic 
squadron of the United States fleet now 
stationed in Brazilian waters. He had 
saluted the flag of Admiral Mello of the 
insurgent fleet. s 


Tax yellow fever scourge at Brunswick, 
Ga., shows no signs of abatement. There 
had been seven hundred and sixty-four 
cases and forty-two deaths to Oct. 27th. 
Supplies for the relief of the stricken town 
are being sent from Northern cities. 


THERE is a water famin in England and 
Ireland. In the Hartlepool district, Eng- 
land, the water companies on Oct. 26th 
stopped supplying manufactories, At 


‘Dublin the great Guinness brewing com- 


pany has temporarily stopped operations. 


Tax coroner system of the state of New 
York is being pretty thoroughly ventilated 
in the newspapers, and is also being made 
the subject of grand jury inquiry. It is 
shown that cruel and unnecessary inquests 
are often. held, at great expense to the tax- 
payers. . 

Taz new building of the West Side 
Clinic (New York) will be opened to the 
poor this week. The Clinic is supported 
by wealthy Germans, and for more than 
twenty-five years has given advice and 
medicin free to the needy poor of all 
nationalities. f 


TanRE is a cholera panic in Leghorn, 
Italy Business is generally suspended. 
About sixty-five per cent, of those attacked 
die, and the deaths of women are more 
than double those of men. The schools 
hav been closed and processions to the 
shrines forbidden, the latter order nearly 
resulting in a riot. Sad 

Tam Cascade range forest reservation 
extends across Oregon from Crater lake 
in the south to Mount Hood in the north, 
being 250 miles long and 80 wide and em- 
bracing 4,500,000 acres. It is-set apart to 
protect timber and water supplies. There. 
is also the Ashland reserve in Oregon, in- 
tended to protect the water supply of Ash- 
land. It has 20,000 acres. 
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THE SALVATION ARMY ON THE WAR PATH. 


Antiquity 
Unveiled. 


—0— 

Ancient ~ Voices 
rrom the Spirit 
Realm disclose the 
most Startling Rev- 
elations. 

zos 
Proving Christlanity 
to be of 

Heathen Origin. 

[ILLUSTRATED.] © 
Price, - - - - 81.50. 


= - = — SEEKER. 
HISTORY OF THE BIBLE, 


BEING 


A Popular Account of the Formation and Development 
É _ of the Canon, 


By BRONSON D. KEELER. 
CoNTENTS: The Hebrew Canon. The New Tes- 
tament. The Early Controversies, The Books at 
First Not Considered Inspired. Were the Fathers 
Competent? The Fathers Quoted as Noripture 
Books Which are Now Oalled Apocryphal. The 
Heretics. The Christian Canon. 
Paper, 60 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


POPES AND THEIR DOINGS 


ACCOUNT OF 
Vioars of Christ and Vicegerents of God. 
Paper, 60 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


Darwin and After Darwin. 


An Exposition of the Darwinian Theory. 
By Groras J. ROMANES. 


A systematic Exrosition of what may be termed 
the Darwinism of Darwin, and intended to be of 
service to the general reader rather than to pro- 
fessed naturalists. 
_ Mr. Romanes is well known as one of the most 
interesting of English writers upon evolution, 
besides ranking with Professor Huxley in scien- 
tific knowledge and ability. And this is a part of 
his conclusion regarding the great subject of 
Design. to which the church so often refers: 
“Thus whether we look to the facts of adapta- 
tion or to those of beauty, everywhere through- 
out organic nature we meet with abundant 
evidence of natural causation, while nowhere do 
we meet with any independent, evidence of 
supernatural design. |. Adaptation and 
beauty are alike receiving their explanation at 
the hands of a purely mechanical philosophy. . . 
All nature has thus been transformed before the 
view of the present generation in & manner and 
to an extent that has never before been possible; 
and inasmuch as the change which has taken 
place has taken, plave in the direction of natural- 
ism, and this to the extent of rendering the 
mechanical interpretation of nature universal, it 
is no wonder if the religious mind has suddenly 
awakened to a new, and a terrible force in the 
words of its traditional enemy—W here is now 
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ls Controversy Dangerous? 
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This little book goes down to the very bed- 
rock of human liberty. 
Price, - - - 25 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


CHEAP EDITION. 


Travels in Faith. 
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Being true accounts of the passing away of the 
following persons, thus refuting the many Chris- 
tian Blanders upon them and others :_. 

Lord Amberley, John Baskerville, Pierre Bayle, 
Jeremy Bentham, Paul Bert, Lord Bolingbro ©, 

enry 


thony Collins, Auguste Comte, Condorcet, Robert 
Darwin, 
J I Diderot, 
Etienne Dolet, George Eliot, Frederick the Great, 
‘ibal a Isaac 

Q, 


James Mill, Joan Stuart Mill, Mirabean, Robert 
Owen, Thomas Paine, Courtland, Palmer, Rabe- 
lais, Winwood Reade, Madame Roland, George 
Rand, Schiller, Shelley, a noza, Strauss, ie 
oland, Vanini, Volney, Voltaire, James Watson, 
John Watts, Thomas Woolston. 
Price. 25 cents. 
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or trying to induce the Deity to underka 6 & 

sade of one against the Colorado beetle!” 

Price, 10 cents. 

Followers of Jesus. Price, 10 cents. 
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ihe Most Magnificent Work Ever Published by the Freethought 


FourHundred Yearsof Freethought. 


BY SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 


The object of this work is to present the Course of Freethought throughout the Civilized World for 
the last Four Centuries, from the time of Columbus and Bruno to the time of Ingersoll. 

It will be a radical Historic Record of the Greatest Developments of the Human Race. 

It will reveal Freethought as an Intellectual, Moral, Literary, Social, Industrial, and Political 


Movement. ; o. l 
Tt will show what Freethought is in itself and how manifold are its influences, and with what 


hope and promise we can hail its future triumph. 


“Four Hundred Years of Freethought” will Embrace the most Illustrious Pages 
of Human History, 


adorned with the brightest Genius, radiant with the most splendid Poetry, rich with the greatest Inven- 
tions and Discoveries and ennobled with Freedom’s most shining advance. 

Nothing Can be More Interesting, 
more inspiring to the Pioneer Workers of to-day—to those who are still in the van for Human Rights and 
Progress. The struggle is not ended and what is already won must be carefully guarded. Eternal vigi- 
lance is the price of liberty; and from the Past we must ever learn Great Lessons for the Future. 


NO LIBERAL CAN AFFORD TO BE WITHOUT THIS BOOK. 
It will contain the Greatest Thoughts and the Greatest Deeds of the Greatest Men 
. In One Harmonious and Magnificent Whole, 
a vivid picture of man’s sublimest evolution, with the added glory of 
WOMAN'S EMANCIPATION 

from the chains and slavery of a barbaric creed and church. 

THE FIRST PART of the book will deal with Freethought as a Universal Power, as a Spirit, a 
Method, a prevailing but unorganized Influence in every Department of Human Growth. 


THE SECOND PART will deal with Freethought as an Organized Movement, especially in America 
and Europe; and this history is of equal importance with the first, and should be justly understood 


and the Pioneers of our work recognized. 
The first part will embrace the following Grand Departments : 


Philosophy.| Science. | Education and Literatare. Government and Politics. , Woman’s Emancipation. 
Bruno. Copernicus. Ethies. Boccaccio. Lessing. Voltaire, Gambetta. Madame Roland. 
Spinoza. Galileo. Bacon. Rabelais. Schiller. Rousseau. Castelar. Mary Wollstoncraft. 
Descartes. | Kepler. Comenius. Cervantes. Goethe. French Salon. Bradiaugh. | Harriet Martineau. 
Locke Da Vinci. | Pestalozzi. Marlowe. George Sand. | French Revo- Garrison. Frances Wright. 
Hume Newton. Froebel. Shakspere. George Eliot. lution. | Phillips. Lucretia Mott. 
Hobbs. Humboldt. | Combe. Gibbon. Victor Hugo. | Thomas Paine, Parker. Ernestine L. Rose. 
Kant. Lyell. Spencer. Burns. Emerson. Jefferson. Sumner. Lydia Maria Child. 
Hamilton, | Darwin. Owen. Shelley. Heine. Mazzinni. Lincoin. Margaret Fuller. 
Comte. Tyndall. Holyoake. Byron. Thoreau. Bentham. Bakounine. | Elizabeth Cady Stanton. 
Biichner. Huxley. Haeckel. Pushkin. Whitman. Mill. Warren. Susan B. Anthony. 
Feuerbach. Girard Teherny- Ingersoll. Garabaldi. Petrofsky. Matilda Joslyn Gage. 

Lick. chewsky. Heinzen. Helen H. Gardener. 

Annie Besant. 
THE PORTRAITS OF THESE ILLUSTRIOUS REFORMERS 


in every domain of Human Thought and Progress will adorn the pages of this volume. 

The Second Part of this volume will be devoted especially to organized Freethought and the Liberal 
Press in modern times. The Truth Seeker, Investigator, Ironclad Age, Secular Thought, Freethinkers’ Maga- 
zine, Independent Pulpit, Lucifer, the Freethinker, Agnostic Journal, ete. 

It will give a history of the 


GREAT INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS 


at Chicago, the Freethought Federation of America, the American Secular Union, the various state and 
local organizations, the Canadian Secular Union, the British Secular Union, and other Liberal associations 
throughout the world. P 

It will contain the portraits of those who, up to the present time, have been identified with Free- 
thought work—editors, lecturers, officers of societies, and those who, as representative men, have won dis- 
tinction in other fields of effort. There will be the portraits of 


George E. Macdonald, Capt. R. C. Adams, Dr. E. B. Foote, Sr., Susan H. Wixon, 


Horace Seaver, 


J. P. Mendum, E. M. Macdonald, John R. Charlesworth, Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., Mrs. Charles Watts, 

D. M. Bennett, . L. K. Washburn, Samuel P. Putnam, Prof. J. H. Cook, © Mrs. Robert C. Adams, 
Parker Pillsbury, Ernest Mendum, John E. Remsburg, E. H. Heywood, Mrs. M. A. Freeman, 
Elizur Wright, Charles Watts, Franklin Steiner, Otto Wettstein, Katie Kehm Smith, 

T. C. Leland, G. W. Foote, J. D. Shaw, Stephen Pearl Andrews, Lucy N. Colman, 

T. B. Wakeman, Saladin, E. A. Stevens, James Parton, Lillian Leland, 

Judge C. B. Waite. J. R. Monroe, H. L, Green, Abner Kneeland, Amy Post. 


and other men and women who have contributed to the advancement of Freethought and whose names 


should be remembered throughout the Liberal ranks. There will also be about 


ONE HUNDRED BIOGRAPHIES, 


and in these will be given a picture of Freethought progress which will be most interesting and valuable, 
for it is in individuals that we find the best interpretations of the age. 


The Price of This Superb Book is $5.00, 


and not for the same amount of money can there be found such an array of facts, such a survey of history, 
and such a galaxy of Freethought. 

Mr. Putnam is now devoting his whole time to this work and it will be published at the earliest 
possible moment. 

The name of every Subscriber who sends five dollars before the work is on the press 
will be enrolted in this book. DON’T FAIL TO SUBSCRIBE AT ONCE. 

This book will contain 

Over Six Hundred Pages of Printed Matter and Over One Hundred Portraits. 


It wiil be elegantly bound. It wiil be a book for the home and the fireside. 
your friends when they ask, What is Freethought—what has it done and what is it doing in the world? 

This is the most universal presentation of Freethought ever given to the public, and no Freethinker 
can afford to be without it, It is a library in itself. 


Address orders to THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette place, New York: 


It will be a book to give to. 


HOW TO GET 


FOUR HUNDRED YEARS 
OF FREETHOUGHT 


FREE 


SPECIAL OFFER. 


We have made arrangements with 
Mr. Putgam whereby we are enabled 
to make our friends.a most generous 
offer. 

We need more subscribers to TuE 
TRUTH SEEKER, and every Freethinker 
needs “Four Hundred Years of Free- 
thought.” Not all are able to pay $5 
for it, but everyone can do a little 
work to obtain a copy — congenial 
work, that will do great good all 
around. This is the offer: 


Send us Four New 
Yearly Subscribers at 
regular rates ($12 in 
all), and we will send 
the Getter-up of the 
Club a copy of ‘FOUR 
HUNDRED YEARS OF 
FREETHOUGHT,” 
FREE OF CHARGES, 


And further, to aid our friends in 
getting this book for themselves, we 
will offer 
To the New Subscribers as a 

Premium, 
post free, a copy in boards of 


Old Testament Stories 


Comically Illustrated 
By WATSON HESTON, 


THE GREATEST BOOK OF JTS KIND EVER 
CONCEIVED. 


Or, if preferred, a copy cloth-bound of 
. W, 8. BELL’S 
Handbook of Freethought. 
With these Splendid Works as pre- 
miums there ought to be no difficulty 
in getting hundreds of clubs of sub- 
scribers. 


Remember, to the Getter-up of The Club, 
FOJR HUNDRED YEARS OF FREETHOUGAT, 
free, 


To each New Subscriber in the club, a pre- 
mium of a Dollar Book—either ‘‘Old Testament 
Stories ‘ omically Iiustrated,” or W, $. Bell’s 
“s andbook of Freethought,” in Cloth—all free 
hy post or express, 

This really brings the price of the 
paper down to $2 to each new sub- 
scriber, as they get Tues TRUTH SEEKER 
one year and a dollar book for $3. 


A Club of Four New Sub- 
scribers and $12 ($3 only 
from each) does this. 


We want to extend our circulation, 
and we want to help our friends to 
help us. 

It ought not to be difficult to get 

four New Subscribers in any town in 
the country, especially with these 
Splendid Premiums to assist. 
- Those who get up these Clubs will 
receive their copies of “ Four Hundred 
Years of Freethought ” as soon as the 
book is issued. , 

Those who send a Club and 
Four New Subscribers and 
$12 before the book is printed, 
will have their names en- 
rolled in its shining pages. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


28 Lafayette Place, 
NEW YORK. 
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E., M. Maoponanp, - - ~- ~- - Editor and Manager. 
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SUBSCRIPTION RATES, 


_ Single subscription, in advance.............scercecereeaeeeeees $3 00 
One subscription two years, in AdVANCE........cecceeeaceeeeees 
Two new SUbDSCrIDErS......... cc cccec we ee eee e eect ees aeeeeeteeeees 
One subscription with one new subscriber, in oneremittance. 5 00 
One sukscription with two new subscribers, in one remit- 
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Any number over five at the same rate, invariably with one 
remittance. 


Money should be sent by express company’s money order, 
postal order, drajt on New York, or by registered letter. 
Address communications and make arasis, checks, post-office 
and express money orders payableto E. `M. MACDONALD, 

23 Lafayette place, New York. 


SPECIAL NOTICE.—_We shall be obliged te onr 
readers if they will send us the name and address of 
any Freethinker who is not a regular snbscriber. 


SOME HANDSOME PREMIUMS. 


To induce new subs¢riptions and prompt renew- 
als on the part of our friends we make the follow- 
ing handsome premium offers: 


For $5 we will send Taz TRUTH SEEKER one 
year ($3) and “Paine’s Great Works Complete” 
($3). This edition of Paine’s works contains a 
picture of Paine, of the statue proposed to be 
erected in Chicago, and of his monument in New 
Rochelle. 


For $5 we will send Tae Truru SEEKER one 
year ($3) and “The World’s Sages, Thinkers, and 
Reformers ” ($3). By D. M. Bennett. 


For $4.50 we will send Taz TRUTH SEEKER one 
year ($3) and James B. Alexander’s Dynamic The- 
ory ($2.75). This is a splendid offer, for every one 
wants this book. It has over a thousand large 
pages and more than four hundred illustrations. 
It is a digest of Science, and every one who studies 
it cannot help but be well-informed in all scientific 
matters. 


For $4.50 we will send Taz TRUTH SEEKER one 
year ($3) and “The Freethinker’s Pictorial Text- 
Book” in cloth ($2.50). 


For $4 we will send Taz Trorn Suzxer one year 
($3) and “ The Freethinker’s Pictorial Text-Book ” 
in boards ($2). 

For $4 we will send Tue Trurn SEEKER one year 
($3) and a copy of “ Old Testament Stories Comic- 
ally Illustrated,” in cloth covers ($1.50). 


For $3.50 we will send Tue TRUTH SEEKER one 
-year ($3) and “Old Testament Stories Comically 
Illustrated,” in board covers ($1). 


The Freethinker’s Badge-pin and Tue Trura 
Suuker one year will be sent for $4.50. The 
$2.75 Pin and Tux Trurs Szexer one year for $5. 

The Ingersoll Souvenir Spoon and Tue True 
Surzur one year will be sent for $4.75. Sugar 
Spoons and Teura Serer, $5. Hither kind (Tea 
or Sugar) Spoon with gilt bowl, 50c. more. 


This is a splendid opportunity to obtain books 
which every Liberal desires to hav, at an exceed- 
ingly low pricé. Old and new subscribers can 
avail themselvs of it, and we shall be glad if our 
present readers will call the attention of their 
friends to the values offered. 


profound dissatisfaction with the present state of 
things, that intense longing for better things, that 
anxious quest for something higher, that readiness 
to follow anyone who seems to hav something new, 


¥ hat Dr. Briggs Thinks. 

In the November number of the Forum Dr. 
Charles A. Briggs has a paper on “ The Alienation 
of Church and People.” It is a document which 
has considerable interest for Freethinkers. It 
opens with these sentences: “We are living in the 
ebbtime of the Christian church. The church is 
ruled by dogmaticians, ecclesiastics, and tradition- 
alists. But their day is almost over. There is that 


which herald the approach of a new era.” 
Undoubtedly the church és ruled by “ dogma- 
ticians, ecclesiastics, and traditionalists,” but what 
is there new in this condition? Was there ever a 
time when she was not so ruled? Hav not her au- 
thorized representativs ever been ecclesiastics, per- 
sistently insisting upon the supreme value of dog- 
mas? Upon what does the church rest, in lieu of 
authentic history, if not upon tradition? Who but 
the ecclesiastics of the church tortured to death 
millions of men and women whose brains were a 
little too large or whose hearts were not quite cal- 
lous enough to accept as true and divine all the 
ridiculous and atrocious dogmas and traditions of 
the church? This is the “ebbtime of the Christian 
church,” not because the church has degenerated— 
for, on the contrary, it has progressed under the 
impulse of outside pressure—but because the peo- 
ple hav advanced. They are not content with the 
husks which their fathers fancied were juicy with 
the richest essences of spiritual nutriment. The 
trouble with Dr. Briggs and others of his way of 
thinking is that they want to retain the Christian 
name, and remain in and partake of the advantages 
which accrue to members of a great organization, 
while they repudiate all that givs definiteness to the 
name and historical and logical continuity to the 
organization. In furtherance of this purpose they 
attack Christianity in the name of Christianity, but 
with the weapons of modern scholarship and 
science, and then are seemingly amazed because the 
still faithful custodians of the church’s traditions 
and dogmas resist their attacks and try to oust 
them from the pulpits in which they preach a 
sugar-coated Infidelity, and from the university 
chairs where they teach scientific principles and 
uphold eanons of criticism which are utterly sub- 
versiv of the fundamental and age-honored teach- 
ings of the church whose name they misleadingly 
bear. It must be that these men understand that 
the “ profound dissatisfaction ” of which Dr. Briggs 
speaks is the fruit of a growing intelligence which 
cannot accept the vital dogmas of the church, which 
cannot view the universe and man’s relations from 
the standpoint so long occupied by Christianity. 
They are too intelligent not to know that when 
the church moves forward to the position they oc- 
cupy it commits suicide, virtually. It can hypocrit- 
ically retain the old name, as they do, and it can 
strengthen its political power, being all things to 
all men; but the old, the original, Christianity will 
be dead—the alleged historical connection of the 
church with a reputed Jewish enthusiast and re- 
former disproved and repudiated, its dogmas be- 
came objects of contempt or curiosity only, its tra- 
ditions faded into dreams and vague idealizations. 
It‘is sadly true that the people are all too ready 
to follow “anyone who seems to hav something 
new,” and this accounts for the support which ami- 
able but illogical men like Dr. Thomas, Dr. Briggs, 
and Professor Swing, and such churches as the 
Universalist and Unitarian, receive. But Dr. 
Briggs must not delude himself with the hope that 


the “new era” will witness the permanent en- 
thronement of Briggsism. No hybrid born of the 
unrighteous union of supernaturalism and natur- 
ism can be fertile. 
to try to put new life into the shrunken veins of 
Christianity by an infusion of the rich, warm blood 
of lusty young Science. 
mother Christianity would instantly sterilize every 
healthy germ thus received.’ There is just one 
chance for the church, and that is to seize the ma- 
chinery of government and carry the world back 
to the Dark Ages. 
ginning of such a struggle for political supremacy. 


It is a waste of time and energy 


Hopelessly diseased 


The Sunday crusade is the be- 


- To quote again from the Forum article: 
‘<The church has lost the confidence of the people in 


its ability to teach them the truth. The church ought to 
be in the van of knowledge—for it is endowed with the 
holy spirit, the guide into all the truth. Theology in 
olden times was rightly regarded as the queen of the 
sciences. But theology no longer reigns; she has not 
kept pace with the progress of knowledge. 


She has pur- 
sued her own independent way. She has waged war with 
science and philosophy, and has been defeated in so many 
battles that science and philosophy hav gone on before 
her and left her in the rear.” 


Why has the “church lost the confidence of the 
people in its ability to teach them the truth’? 
Because the people hav gone forward more rapidly 
than has the church. Theoretically, the latter 
should not hav advanced at all, for it rests on reve- 
lation, not on human knowledge. To admit that 
the church has progressed is to charge that it 
has changed, and to accuse it of change is to deny 
its claim to infallibity as the custodian and ex- 
pounder of inerrant scripture, of the revelation of- 
God’s will to man. 

«The church ought to be in the van of knowl- 
edge—for it is endowed with the holy spirit, the 
guide into all the truth.” This is self-destructiv. 
The assertions that the holy spirit is the guide to all 
the truth, that the church has the holy spirit, and that 
the church is not in the van of knowledge, consti- 
tute a syllogism that chokes itself to death at the 
first twist of the triple strand. 

“Theology in olden times was rightly regarded 
as the queen of the sciences” because she mur- 
dered every rival who aspired to the throne. The 
people were taught to look upon theology as the 
inspired censor of science—such knowledge of 
nature as they had had been measured by her 
yardstick. Whoever discovered a fact or pro- 
pounded a theory which her feeble brain could not 
assimilate was blacklisted. If he escaped the 
dungeon, the rack, and the stake it-was because of 
luck or recantation. 

«But theology no longer reigns; she has not 
kept pace with the progress of knowledge.” Quite 
true, but what did you expect? Does not Chris- 
tian theology draw its inspiration from the Bible 
and is not the Bible the word of God, God the im- 
mutable, God “ who is the same yesterday, to-day, 
and forever”? 

Certainly theology “has pursued her independ- 
ent way,” and waged war with science and philoso- 
phy,” and “has been defeated.” She is of God; 
science is of man, and the result of a conflict be- 
tween these forces was inevitably defeat for God. 
For « God” is but a term; it is the tag which primi- 
tiv man put upon the totality of his ignorance. The- 
ology was the “science” that “explained” this igno- 
rance. That science was purely a priori. Only 
when it called persecution to its aid could it stand 
for a moment before the assaults of its rival, mod- 
ern science, which is inductiv, building from the solid 
basis of facts. Dr. Briggs ignores this, and finds 
fault, with theology because she has not grown! 
The tree grows, but does the stone gatepost? 
Science grows, because it is constantly fed and 
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strengthened by the accretions of human knowl- 
edge, but every attempt to feed theology on the 
food—facts—which nourish science has weakened 
the ancient “queen of the sciences,” until to-day 
she is scarcely more than a skeleton. When men 
like Dr. Briggs once get clear vision enough to see 
that Christianity is merely theology they may quit 
praising the former and damning the latter and 
get out into the open to work for better conditions 
for humanity. At present, however, they manage 
to talk more hopeless nonsense than do their 
enemies within the church, the old-style theo- 
logians. 


The Status of the Woman Suffrage Cause in 
í New York. 

In 1892 the legislature of New York passed an 
act conferring the franchise upon women, in school 
elections. School commissioners were voted for 
this year. In a number of places the women regis- 
tered quite heavily, especially in Elba, Penn Yan, 
Johnston, Port Jervis, and Auburn. But Justice 
Pardon C. Williams, of the Supreme Court, holds 
the legislativ act giving them the opportunity to 
vote to be unconstitutional. His decision is likely 
to be considered final until the general term of the 
Supreme Court or the Court of Appeals takes a 

‘turn at the question. In many places the women 
who had registered were enjoined from voting by 
judges who accepted the authority and interpreta- 
tion of Justice Williams. Miss Anthony advised 
all who had not been enjoined to vote, as the elec- 
tionins pectors, she claimed, must accept their votes, 
unless specifically enjoined against so doing. 

The enabling section of the act of 1892 reads as 
follows : 


“ All persons without regard to sex, who are eligible to 
the office of school commissioner, and hay the other 
qualifications now required by law, shall hav the right to 
vote for school commissioners in the various commis- 
sioner districts of the state.” 


In reaching his conclusion that this act is uncon- 
stitutional, Justice Williams construes in connec- 
tion with each other section one of article two and 
section two of article ten of the Constitution. Here 
is the first: 


“ Every male citizen of the age of twenty-one years, 
who shall hay been a citizen for ten days and an inhab- 
itant of the state for one year next preceding an election, 
and for the last four months a resident of the county, 
and the last thirty days a resident of the election district 
in which he may offer his vote, shall be entitled to vote at 
such election in the election district in which he shall at 
the time be a resident and not elsewhere, for all officers 
that now are or hereafter may be electiv by the people, 
and upon all questions which may be submitted to a vote 
of the people.” 


Section two of article ten follows: 


“ All county officers whose election or appointment is 
not provided for by this Constitution shall be elected by 
the electors of the respectiv counties or appointed by the 
boards of supervisors or other county authorities as the 
legislator shall direct. All such town and village officers 
whose election or appointment is not provided for by this 
Constitution shall be elected by the electors of such 
cities, towns, or Villages, or some division thereof, or ap- 
pointed by such authorities thereof as the legislature shall 
designate for that purpose. All other officers whose 
election or appointment is not provided for by this Con- 
stitution, and all officers whose office may hereafter be 
created by law, shall be elected by the people or ap- 
pointed as the legislature may direct.” 


Here follows some of Justice Williams’s reagon- 
ing upon these two provisions: 


‘‘ This office of school commissioner is not an office 
provided for by the Constitution, nor was it an office in 
existence at the time the Constitution was adopted. It is 
therefore an office created by law after the adoption of 
the Constitution, and by the terms of this provision such 
officers might be elected by the people or appointed as 
the legislature should direct. The statute creating the 
office of school] commissioner passed in 1856, and the 
statute passed in 1864 continuing such office leaves no 
doubt but that the office was made by the legislature one 
whose incumbent should be elected by the people, and 
not appointed by any authority. By section 3, title 2, 
chapter 33 of the Laws of 1864 it is provided: ‘The 
school commissioners for each school commissioner dis- 
trict shall be elected by the electors thereof by a separate: 
ballot at the general election of 1866 and triennially 
thereafter. The laws regulating the election thereof and 
canvassing the vote for county officers shall apply to such 
election.’ 

‘In view of these and other provisions of the statutes 
with reference to the office of school commissioners, it 


must be conceded that the legislature has made this office 
one to be filled by election and not by appointment. 

“It will be well settled that the provision has had the 
eftect to exclude all persons who are not males from the 
right to vote for the officers referred to in the provision, 
and the legislature has no power to pass any act suthor- 
izing females to vote for any such officers. We are 
brought, therefore, to this conclusion: The office of 
school commissioner having been made electiv by the 
people, no person can vote for an incumbent of the office 
who is not authorized under provision of the Constitution 
to vote, and only male persons are so authorized to vote. 
The only escape from this conclusion must be found in 
the claim made in behalf of these women that the office 
of school commissioner is not covered by the latter pro- 
vision of article 10, section 2 of the Constitution: ‘All 
officers whose offices may hereafter be created by law, or 
shall be elected by the people, or appointed as the legis- 
lature may direct.’ N 

“It seems to me that such claim is untenable, and 
without support in reason or authority.” 

On the other side we hav the opinions of the nine 
able lawyers on the judiciary committee of the state 
senate. This question was raised while the bill was 
in the hands of the committee, and was canvassed 
with the result that the bill was reported to the 
senate and passed. Gen. Martin T. McMahon, 
one of the members of the committee, says in an 
interview : 


“The legislature did not act hastily in passing that bill. 
The Senate judiciary committee heard its constitution- 
ality fully discussed, and had the advice of Professor 
Collin, the governor’s adviser on such matters. We came 
to the conclusion that the provision of the Constitution 
limiting the franchise to male citizens applied only to the 
selection of constitutional officers—such as were origin- 
ally, now are, or hereafter may be provided for by the 
Constitution. The school commissioners are not such 
officers. They are legislativ creations, and the legislature 
may direct how they are to be chosen even to the extent 
of limiting or extending the franchise. I am sorry that 
Judge Williams has decided against the constitutionality 
of the law. I think the law should be upheld until the 
court of appeals shall say, if it ever will, that it is contrary 
to the letter or spirit of the Constitution.” 

As it throws a strong legal side-light on the in- 
fallibility of our male law makers and adjudicators 
the opinion of another lawyer is subjoined : 


“If Judge Williams is right in his contention, there 
are scores of unconstitutional laws on the statute books, 
for if the franchise cannot be extended to females, it cer- 
tainly cannot be restricted among males further than the 
Constitution expressly allows, for the Constitution states 
that ‘every male citizen’ shall hay the right to vote. I 
hay in mind many laws which provide for the election of 
officers, such as water and school commissioners, in Vari- 
ous municipalities in the state where a property qualifica- 
tion is required of the voter.” 

Only about twenty thousand women registered in 
the state before Justice Williams’s decision was pro- 
mulgated, which fact might hav had a negativ influ- 
ence upon the court. Had ten times this number 
manifested a desire to vote it is not without the 
bounds of possibility that Justice Williams would 
hav read the Constitution in a different light. This 
opinion is good law. The women must at the 
constitutional convention next summer work to hay 
the new constitution made right. 


Sunday in the City, and Sunday Travel. 

The daily papers report that at the recent Boston 
meeting of the League of Railway Trainmen a 
resolution was adopted declaring against Sunday 
trains. We hav not seen the resolution, nor do we 
know the vote by which it was adopted, nor the 
arguments adduced in its support. But there are 
some considerations involved which are amply con- 
clusiv against the wisdom of such a resolution, and 
we are confident that when railway workmen ex- 
amine them carefully they will refuse to maintain 
the position the League is said to hav taken, and 
this without reference to the church and state issue, 
which is the real question at the bottom of all 
Sunday law agitation. 

The population of the cities increases in a much 
more rapid ratio than does that of the country. It 
is not necessary to our present purpose to inquire 
regarding the cause of this difference; we are here 
concerned only with the fact, and the sequences. 
The rich and moderately well-to-do city residents 
hav, most of them, homes in the suburbs, or at 
least some distance removed from the crowded 
centers, and hence are not directly so vitally inter- 
ested in the question of transit. But the masses 


contiguous to their work, and so their surroundings 

are often unsanitary to'a degree, and even when 

not so bad as the worst, are far from healthful or 

desirable in other ways. By millions so situated 

Sunday is hailed as a day of release. On cheap 

excursion trains and boats they flock into the coun- 

try and to the seashore or to the marge of some 

inland lake. They get away from the noise and 

dust and unwholesome ordors of the city. The 

restful, cooling green of forest and meadow delights 

eyes strained by the glare reflected from towering 

walls of brick and stone. Children dance and roll 

and play merry games upon the sand or under the 

trees. They watch in wondering awe the incoming 

and receding tides, or with bare feet and rolled-up _ 
clothes wade in the limpid waters. To old and 

young is brought relaxation, rest and quickened 

pulses, but the benefit to the children is greater 
than to the elders. They are growing, and they 

need every touch with nature that can be given 

them. To none, however, is it less than a positiv 
blessing, and he is an enemy of his kind who would 
lift a finger in opposition to the weekly outflow into 
the country and to lake and ocean. 

Then there are other multitudes who hav rela- 
tivs and friends in the country, and in neighboring 
villages, towns and cities. On Sunday, with proper 
traveling facilities, they can hold delightful family 
reunions or make and receive pleasant visits to and 
from valued friends and agreeable acquaintances. 
Or they can go and hear a lecture or attend an en- 
tertainment in some other place. All these varied 
forms of recreation, entertainment and instruction 
are rendered possible by the Sunday train, electric 
er cable car, and boat. They are all innocent and 
health-bestowing. The trouble is that there are 
not half enough trains and boats running on Sun- 
day. 

In view of these self-evident facts, and many 
more equally unassailable, it is a matter of amaze- 
ment that any laboring man can oppose Sunday 
trains. All classes of workingmen are benefited 
by them, and this is especially true of trainmen 
themselvs. It is perfectly easy, with the power 
possessed by organized labor, to so arrange busi- 
ness that each man will get his weekly rest-day 
without depriving any other person of the oppor- 
tunity to go into the country, to the seashore, or 
on a visit on Sunday. Every new Sunday train 
is a proclamation of liberty and an evangel of hap- 
piness to the people, as is every paper added to 
the list of Sunday publications. 

Of course we cannot expect the clergy to attach 
any importance to such purely worldly bens fits as 
those named. That the people should be healthy 
and happy through Sunday “ desecration ” seems to 
them inexpressibly monstrous. They are possessed 
by one little, narrow, other-worldly, God-first-of-all, 
idea and while that lodges in their brains there is 
room for nothing else. It seems a pity that we 
must-say such severe things of a class of men who 
set themselvs up as the religious guides and moral 
leaders of mankind, but it is absolutely necessary 
to expose their fraudulent claims. They are the 
mischief-makers in this Sunday business; they are 
the rebel chiefs in this revolt against nature at its 
best, and in this fierce crusade against rational en- 
joyment and a healthful Sunday they ply the sword 
with a ferocity and apply the torch with a heartless- 
ness unapproached by any of their dupes. Protest- 
ants they call themselvs, but they protest against ` 
reason and justice alone. 

“ Keep your children away from the priest or he 
will make them the enemies of mankind.” 


Six Famous Victories. 


The Christian Statesman says: 


‘Vexatious as are the serpentine twistings of the 
World’s Fair management, we should not belittle our six 
great victories by forgetting that we hav been defeated 
only in skirmishes on legal technicalities which will be 
forgotten when, at the end of the nineteenth century, we 
recall as among its greatest moral triumphs that Congress 
passed the Sabbath-closing law by a three-fourths vote, 
and later killed the proposed repeal in committee; that 
the federal court on the only occasion when the main 
question was before the courts decided for the Sabbath; 
that ‘‘our friends, the enemy,” gave us the greatest 


of the people are forced to liv in close quarters, ! victory of all in the failure of Sunday opening through 
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the covering of exhibits of the rich and the non-attend- 
ance of the poor; that the national commission and the 
local directory at last were constrained by public senti- 
ment to almost unanimous votes for the Sabbath. These 


six victories are vividly called up by the news that two of- 


the five million half dollars are to go back to the mint to 
be recoined into common half dollars, because so few 
want any souvenir of the frauds associated with the gov- 
ernment’s gift to the Exposition.” 


Yes, Congress trampled the Constitution under 
fect at the behest of the priestly caste. 

Yes, Judges Jenkins and Wood decided for the 
Sabbatarians, and it is fitting that they should be 
proud of the latter judge, whose connection with 
the Indiana election frauds is a stench in the 
nostrils of all honest men. 

The “covering of the exhibits of the rich” was 
_ not the work of the friends of Sunday opening, but. 

‘of the narrow-minded exhibitors, and the “ non- 
attendance of the poor” was the natural result of 
this. Working people did not care to pay fifty 
cents admission to a show which was under the 
blankets of sixteenth century survivals. That their 
failure to attend was not a victory for the holy day 
idea is proven by the large attendance on the last 
few Sundays, when the managers provided attrac- 
tions approaching in drawing power those which 
caused the turnstiles to revolve swiftly on week 
days. Fora time the local directors cowered be- 
fore the bluster and forged petitions of the Sab- 
batarians, and this is the only reason why Sunday 
opening was not a success from the start. The 
idiotic scheme for a “silent Sunday” did all the 
mischief. With the machinery: running and all 
other attractions open to view, except such as the 
Puritans covered, the people’s day of recreation 
would hav been a grand holiday for the masses. 
The admission fee on Sunday should hav been put 
at twenty-five cents, in consideration of the covered 
exhibits. This was the contention of the Free- 
thinkers, and the paid attendance of more than 
140,000 on Sunday, October 22d, fully justified this 
common-sense position. 

From the above stated facts and conclusions it 
follows “that the National Commission and Local 
Directory were ” not “constrained by public senti- 
ment to almost unanimous votes for the Sabbath,” 
but by the financial failure of Sunday opening 
during the first months of the Fair, which failure 
was wholly due to the superlativly foolish “silent 
Sunday ” plan. 

- When the Statesman talks of the “frauds asso- 
ciated with the government’s gift to the Exposi- 
tion” and of the failure of the people to buy the 
souvenir coins because they are tainted with these 
“frauds,” honest men and women must smile de- 
risivly. Frauds, indeed! 
reaching into the tens of millions—forgeries so 
colossal, so gross, so clumsy, that the petitions for 
Sunday closing from geveral states were alleged to 
bear the signatures of signers so numerous that the 
totals were largely in excess of the total popula- 
tions of those several states, men, women and 
children, criminals, paupers, aliens, and lunatics all 
included. Frauds? Why, Congressmen were 
cajoled or bulldozed into giving their votes for the 
unconstitutional condition attached to the national 
gift to the Fair. They were told that they would 
never come to Washington again if they did not do 
the bidding of the priests, and the threat was em- 
phasized by shaking in their faces those forged pe- 
- titions, asserted to represent the great majority of 
their constituents. Frauds? In the Senate the 
corruptionist Quay was their most activ tool. 
Frauds? The attempt to close the Fair on Sunday 
was, from beginning to end, tainted with trickery, 
jobbery, and fraud. The connection of the national 
government with the Fair was so disgraceful, so 
unconstitutional, so fraught with deadly menace 
- to the liberties of Americans, that it is not at al] 
strange that honest people do not want any memo- 
-rial of the miserable deal. No wonder the souvenir 
coins became a drug in the market. What satis- 
faction to a Freethinker would be the possession 
of a medal struck in commemoration of the forging 
of a new link in the chain binding in loathsome 
union church and state? That is all the souvenir 
coins are. 

«Twas a famous victory,” but it should bring 


it but a few hours weekly and sold nearly fifty 
copies in a month. The price is low; everybody 
knows the Old Testament stories, and nearly every- 
body would like a book applying nineteenth-cent- 
ury wit and knowledge to them. People like to 
laugh. Reverence for the Old Testament tales has 
largely disappeared and jokes at the expense of 
Jonah and Joseph and Esau and Samson and David, 
and the other worthies of unsavory reputation, are 
keenly appreciated. It seems to us that the book 
will sell at sight. 
Liberals out of employment will find this a good 
way to make an honest dollar. 


“object-lesson” upon the country, but it is per- 
fectly true that there are a number of our sub- 
scribers whose time has expired who hav not paid 
us. 
some people down-town to whom we owe money 
whom we hay not paid. But it will be perfectly 
easy to even this thing up if those subscribers will 
stop at the post-office: and buy a money order for 
$3 and mail it here. 
their way who doesn’t take the paper but wants it, 
make the money order $5 and it goes for a year to 
both. But please remember that the down-town 
fellows here are hard up. 


‘Sabbatarian forgeries, | 


the blush of shame to even the indurated cheeks of 
the Christian Statesman factionists. 


Agents Wanted. ` 
We believe that not only can good be done but 
money made by any Liberal who will canvass for 


our book “Old Testament Stories Comically Illus- 


trated.” In fact we know one man who worked at 


It does here in the store. 


Terms to agents sent upon application. 


mm 


We do not wish to precipitate another panic or 


And it is perfectly true also that there are 


If. they meet a neighbor on 


Four Good Books for German Freethinkers. 
We can supply, in the German language, the 


following four books which everyone knows to be 
good : 


“The Mistakes of Moses,” by Col. R. G. Ingersoll, 
50 cents. l 

“Men, Women, and Gods,” by Helen H. Gar- 
dener, 50 cents. 

“« The Gods,” by Col. R. G. Ingersoll, 25 cents. 

“Miracles and Miracle-Workers,” by John Peck, 
20 cents. 

These are neatly printed, bound in paper covers, 
and are complete. Our German-reading friends 
should circulate these widely. 


Colonel Ingersoll will lecture in the Boston 
Theater, Boston, Mass.,on Sunday evening, No- 
vember 12th. Subject: “Shakspere.” We envy 


the Bostonians. 
es Sane eee 


The old pro-slavery idea that Mongolians, Ne- 
groes, and Indians are not descendants of Adam 
has been revived by an Episcopal clergyman of 
Charleston, South Carolina. He says; “Every dol- 
lar and all time and labor expended on non-Adamic 
races is so much withdrawn from the forces of 
Christ’s kingdom.” If Adam was not the father of 
all men, maybe he was not the first man,eh? And 
hav these other men, of the yellow, red, and black 
races, souls? If not, have mulattoes; for instance, 
each half a soul? How much longer is this 
Adamic myth going to be thrust into the discussion 
of great ethnological and social problems ? 

The Science Sermons Society met for the first 
time on Sunday evening the 5th, in the lecture-room 
of Dr. Collyer’s church. The place was crowded. 
The speakers were Mr. Janes, the Rev. Robert Coll- 
yer, Rev. G. W. Sampson, and Helen Gardener. 
Mr. Janes’s paper was upon Evolution and Ethics. 
Mr. Collyer made a generous little speech of welcome. 
Mr. Sampson talked about ancient history, and 
Helen Gardener represented woman in the con- 
glomeration. And it happens that in this partic- 
ular instance, the women were better represented 
than the men, so far as Liberal thought is con- 
cerned. And next week, therefore, we shall print 
her speech. It is wise, witty, and weighty. 
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Governor Pennoyer of Oregon has issued the 


usual unconstitutional Thanksgiving proclamation. 
Into it he has injected a silver stump speech, the 
object being to secure from God, through prayer, 
a veto of recent Congressional action. 
state why it is necessary to beg God to interpose 
his royal mandamus. 
graphic communication between Washington and 
Godlandville has been cut off, or it may be that he 
surmises that the Most Worshipful is on the fence 
and nothing but the united outeries of the people 
of Oregcn will induce him to get down on the 
right side. 
prising aptitude for making a spectacle of himself, 
and it is not strange that he imagins that he is in 
high favor at court. 


He does not 


Perhaps he thinks tele- 


Anyhow, Fious Pennoyer has a sur- 


rr 


In one of the courts of Atlanta, Georgia, the 


other day, Judge Edgar H. Orr was on the bench. 
Judge Orr is a Sunday-school superintendent and a 
devout churchman. 
was trying to reach an agreement with his honor 
about some costs of litigation, the sum of ten cents 
holding them apart. 
amount, remarking, “Touched again for a dime.” 
Instantly the judge “sent him a right-hander” 
and, catching him by the collar, shook him up and 
down the court-room, finally hurling him out into 
the street, threatening awful consequences if he 
returned. Orr is six feet in hight and weighs two 
hundred pounds. - 
This is called “turning the other cheek.” 
often we see a domineering Christian nation similarly 
maltreat a feeble barbarian state which has ventured 
to protest against k eing robbed! 
and England are making bloody records of this 
kind. 


A lawyer named B. Z. Phillips 


At last Phillips paid the 


Phillips is a little bit of a man. 
How 


Just now Spain 


0 


In the meeting of the Methodist ministers of 


Chicago the other day, Dr. L. W. Munhall, of 
Philadelphia, relieved his surcharged feelings as 
follows : 


“The World’s Fair has been a cursed thing. It did 


the devil’s work. Like the Sunday papers, it has been of 
the devil. 
gates on the Sabbath day, I went to the Fair twice. 
ter they desecrated the Sabbath I was very sorry for 


When I thought they were going to close the 
Af- 


myself and did not go again.” 

This is a pretty good certificate for both the 
World’s Fair and the Sunday paper. Casting our 
eyes backward over the pages of history, and making 
an inventory of the innovations which the clergy hav 
ascribed to the devil, we find that about everything 
that has made for civilization in its best sense has 
come from the ruler of the nether regions—or the 
parsons lied. It is too bad that Mr. Munhall 
should hav been fooled into attending the Fair 
which was destined to “desecrate” the Sabbath 
so horribly. Was he ignorant of the fact that it 
had already desecrated it? Did he not know that 
when the buildings were under construction large 
numbers of men worked every Sunday? If he did 
not, intelligent readers of the press did. In this 
connection it is fitting to say that the thanks of all 
Liberal citizens are due to the great journals of 
Chicago, New York, Boston, and other cities for 
their independence in the matter of Sunday open- 
ing, as well as for their priceless services in other 
directions. Why the clergy hate them so is not 
because of their really bad features, but for the 
reason that they are largely independent of ind are 
supplanting the pulpit. 


e 


Death. 


“ What is Death?” The moralist would say, 
‘Tis only a transition; and the sage, 
‘Tis a returning back to dreamless clay 
From whence we sprung;” and thus from age to age 
Come questions, doubts, decisions, which again 
Must be decided, never set at rest. 
Death mocks within the shadow and in vain 
We ask, ‘‘ What art thou?” And in vain our quest 
To search within that shadow land which lies 
Around him and beyond him. Though we call, 
‘* Let us hav light,” the echo of our cries 
Comes wailing back to us; and that is all. 
Men weep about us as the wavering spark 
Sinks—fiickers—starts—and passes with a breath. 
A life has slipt into the boundless dark, 
Whither no eye may follow. This is Death. 
ARTHUR EDGERTON. 


Sexo for catalog of our publications. 
on application. 


Sent free 
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Woman: Four Centuries of 
Progress. 


THEOLOGY NEVER HELPFUL TO WOMAN. 

In the face of a history replete- with abuse, 
cruelty, scorn and dogmatic insolence toward 
woman, the Christian church still has the audacity 
and impudence to declare that it has been her friend 
and done everything for her elevation and advance- 


ment. It says that what she is to-day she owes to 
the church. A blacker falsehood was never ut- 
tered. 


After the crusades the respect and deference 
first proffered to woman came from the Moors 
and Saracens of Spain. In America, it was 
Thomas Paine who first spoke for equal rights 
for woman. And her first step in progress- 

_ive lines began with her first defiance of, and indift- 
erence to, churchly rules. 

Within the last hundred years her march has been 
steadily onward. But it has not come through 
the channels of the church,or by theological dogma. 

Why, theology forbade a mother to kiss her babe 
on a Sunday morning. It told her when her un- 
baptized little ones died that an extraordinary use 
of their skulls was made in repairing old sidewalks 
in the regions down below where asphalt pavements 
and other modern improvements are unknown. 
This was consolation with a vengeance. 

Within the present century, when a young lady, 
having taken cold at a ball, became ill with pneu- 
monia and died, the clergymen who officiated at her 
funeral, administered consolation to the bereaved 
parents in this wise: “I have no doubt,” said he, 
“that she is now dancing amid the pains and tor- 
tures of hell-fire!” And then proceeded to declaim 
against the sin(?) of dancing. 

Theology the friend of woman! What did this 
boasted friend do when woman insisted on her 
right to free speech? I will tell you, friends. It 
hanged her in the person of Mary Dyer, to a tree 
on Boston Common till she wasdead. It banished 
Anne Hutchinson to the wilderness for saying that 
the clergy of Boston preached a covenant of faith 
instead of works. 

What was the consequence when the beautiful 
Madame Roland declared her sentiments for truth 
and justice? She was rendered speechless by sever- 
ing her head from her body. 

‘What was the answer when woman asked for a 
little more education? Christianity bade her go 
home, sew on shirt buttons, mend the stockings, 
and mind her husband. 

When did Christianity, that boasts of being so 
friendly to woman, ever advocate her right to rep- 
presentation? her right to self-ownership? Never. 
Has it ever been known to speak for equal suffrage 
regardless of sex, or previous condition of sex ser- 
vitude? No, it never has. Has it ever favored 
eligibility to office of persons of suitable age and 
intelligence, without regard to sex? Never in the 
world. Has it labored at all for the elevation of 
woman, either inside or outside the church? Cer- 
tainly not. ; 

Has this boasted friendly power ever sought the 
educational development of woman and the spread 
of useful scientific knowledge among women? 

Never to my knowledge or the knowledge of any- 
body else. Has it ever striven that woman should 
receive the same pay as man for the same work? 
Never, not even for missionary labors. Has it been 
tolerant of woman’s liberal and progressive ideas? 
No, but, on the contrary, most intolerant and 
abusive. Upon all these points, this self-asserting 
“friend” has been as dumb asa tongueless bell, 
when not preaching against her progress and ad- 
vancement. 

‘When, a hundred years ago, Mary Wollstonecraft 
spoke brave words for the amelioration of the con- 
dition of her sex, how was she received? With de- 
rision, scorn, and contumely. Frances Wright was 
driven from a hotel in New York out upon the 
street, a stranger in a strange land, to find lodging 
where she might, because of her advanced views. 
Ernestine L. Rose and others who followed her 
have felt, in their own persons, the cruel shafts of 
ridicule and insult, for endeavoring to lift woman 
from the quagmires of superstition in which 
she was placed by an ignorant past. 

INVENTION WOMAN'S FRIEND. 

The age of invention marks the era of woman’s 
hour. 

With the printing press came broad streams of 
light that crept through the bars of the prison- 
house of woman. It shed its streams of glory 
around her head like an aureole, and illumined 
her onward path. 

When Charlotte Guillard in 1490, four hundred 
and three years ago, started her printing presses, 


printing books in Latin and Greek, and keeping 
those presses busy for fifty years, she broke the 
way for future generations. 

The first daily newspaper in England was printed 
by a woman, Elizabeth Mullet. And during the in- 
vasion of the British in this country in the war of 
the Revolution, when newspapers in Boston were 
suspended, the only two, and those the most radi- 
cal, that kept on printing regular editions, were 
owned and edited by a woman, Margaret Draper. 

These early pioneers in printing and editing made 
it possible for Margaret Fuller first, and many 
other women since, in the present centu'y, to adopt 
journalism as a means of support. 

The printing press has been ons of the greatest 
factors of modern progress. While it has been at 
times the enemy and detractor of woman, it has 
been elso her greatest friend and the promoter of 
her best interests. 

It gave to civilization a new impetus. When 
people began to read, they began to think. "When 
they began tc think, they were led by easy steps to 
reason and reflect. 

By hard and incessant labor woman has overcome 
many of the obstacles in her path. In astronomical 
science, Mary Somerville, Caroline Herschel, Han- 
nah M. Bouvier, Maria Mitchell, rank equally with 
men. 

In other fields of science, where feet of women 
have trod, they have made constant progress. In 
art, Rosa Bonheur, in her particular department, 
stands without a peer, while Elizabeth Sirani has 
the honor of painting one of the seven finest paint- 
ings in the known world (The Baptism of Jesus)> 
To Louise Bourgeois the world is indebted, in 
medicine, for a treatment that robs some of the ail- 
ments of woman of half their terrors. 

In literature, many publications attest the value 
and excellence of woman’s work, while George Eliot, 
peerless and immortal; stands among the greatest, 
with the laurel on her brow. 

In political economy, Harriet Martineau, who 
wrote forty volumes on the subject, and of whom 
the late Wendell Phillips was pleased to say she 
had more brains than twenty thousand ordinary 
men, stands side by side with the foremost political 
economist of this or any period. 

As showing the prejudice against woman in this 
line of work, a gentleman told me he had never 
been brought to the pass of reading “Jane Eyre,” 
or “John Halifax, Gentleman,” because these books 
were written by women, and he did not believe a 
woman could write anything fit for a man to read! 

It was such prejudice as this that forced women to 
adopt 2 ruascuiine cognomen in order to receive the 
reward of true merit which would be awarded to 
the matter, the signature indicating a man instead 
of a woman. 

In business conduct the women of France take 
the lead, carrying on large enterprises with ability 
and shrewdness. In our own country they are not 
behind, coming into all activities. The inventions 
of women are particularly noticeable, being of a 
practical, beneficial order. Woman owes very much 
of her advancement to the inventive genius of the 
world. 

It was the evolution of the spinning jenny that 
broke one of the shackles that bound her. She 
had been the spinner, weaver, and maker of all the 
garments worn by man, and thus had she been kept 
in one ceaseless round of toil. 

Tre power loom struck tle bandeuffs from her 
hands. When the spinning wheel and the ponder- 
ous old hand loom went into the attic, woman got 
her passport to the World’s Fair to be held in 1893. 

The first sewing machine sent the thimble flying 
from her finger, and gave her time to read, time to 
think. The washing machine was a god-send. The 
carpet sweeper was worth more to her than a 
thousand years of prayer. 

As new fields opened, her vision unfolded. She 
saw clearer. The scales fell from her eyes. 

In the beginning of the century there were but 
seven occupations open to woman. Now there are 
nearly four hundred, in any of which she can earn 
her own living. She is beginning to realize the 
value of independence. Within the present century 
the advancement of woman in industry, art, litera- 
ture, science, has been as wonderful as it is marked. 

She has entered nearly every department of work 
and education, and wherever her hand has gone she 
has achieved success. 

Woman is practicing law in sixteen states and 
three territories in this country. Nearly two hun- 
dred pulpits are occupied by women. There are 
six medical colleges exclusively for women, and 
thirty-six in which they share instruction with 
their brothers. This has placed three thousand 
women in active medical practice. Two hundred 
and four out of three hundred and forty-five colleges 
are co-educational, and ninety-six per cent. of our 


teachers are women. There are women bankers, 
brokers, dentists, directors of corporations, heads 
of business establishments, artists, authors, writers, 
printers, and no large newspaper office is complete 
without one or more women upon its editorial staff. 
« But, after all, she hasn’t produced a Shakspere, 
Bacon, or a Robbie Burns,” pipes a little man. 
Hasn’t she? In the words of Mrs. Chant, Who 
did, if she didn’t? 

Politically, the march of woman has been directly 
onward. She votes for school matters in twenty- 
five States, holds the office of school committee, 
school superintendent, trustee of universities, dean 
of colleges, and many other offices. In Kansas she 
has equal municipal rights with man, and in Wyo- 
ming she enjoys all the state rights and privileges 
equally with men. Before another. decade shall 
pass it i3 not unreasonable to believe that woman 
will be an equal factor in the whole political world 
‘with man—that she will occupy a seat in the Con- 
gress of the nation at Washington, and people will 
wonder why she was not always there. 

Macaulay said: “The best way to prepare a peo- 
ple for liberty is to give them liberty,” and the 
people are just beginning to realize that the best 
way t: make a nation great and prosperous is not 
by holding one-half of the population in a superior 
or an inferior condition, but it is accomplished by 
making all of intelligence equal before the law and 
the government under which they live. 

In the time to come, and toward which every- 
thing is pointing, the popular vote of this country 
will not arise from the slums and saloons. It will 
not be the vote of the ignorant and unthinking. 
But it will be the woman’s vote. 

An incident. A few years since a woman, korn 
in a foreign land, applied for naturalization papers. 
When her case came before the court, the judge 
looked at the woman in astonishment. He had 
never before heard of a woman applying for citizen- 
ship. For what did she want to be a citizen of this 
country? Wasn’t she a woman? And was not 
that enough? He did not know about it. A man 
might take out papers; but a woman—well, he 
would inquire and see. 

At the time of the application the court room 
was filled with its usual quota of loafers and odors, 
not exactly of the highest order of intelligence, or 
as fragrant as the rose. The loafers heard the 
woman’s request in pained and indignant amaze- 
ment. As she retired from the room, pending the 
judge’s inquiries as to her legal right to make such 
an application, the loafers expectorated freely, 
looked at each other quizzically, with half-opened 
eyes, and said one to another, “Her wants to be 
like we.” 

Heaven forbid that woman should ever become 
like the audiences of the district court, and you may 
be assured she never will, but she would be glad to 
at least take the management of her own affairs 
into her own hands, instead of leaving it to the 
tender mercies of the “we” of the court-room 
rabble. 

With the opening of new avenues of employment 
has come to woman the right and privilege of com- 
petition, which she never enjoyed before in the 
whole course of her existence. And this is a marked 
era in her advancement. Heretofore she has been 
crowded out of many employments that would 
seem rightfully to belong to her, man assuming 
that he had the right to provide for her as he 
pleased. He felt that he alone had the right 
to be the wage-earner, or, if woman worked for 
wages, he should have the expenditure of the same. 
Said Alexander Hamilton, “ Give a man a right over 
my subsistence, and he has a right over my whole 
moral being.” By woman coming into the great 
arena of labor and competing with man, she has 
achieved a great victory. Another triumph in this 
direction will be accomplished when her work shall 
secure the same pay as is now accorded to man for 
similar labor. The trend of womanhood -in this 
line is toward a better and nobler future than ever 
has been known before. 

It is a significant fact, marking the steady pro- 
gress of woman, that her applications for business 
positions are no longer treated with contempt, but 
are respectfully, and, for the most part, generously 
considered. 

Since her advent into the labor market, her rise 
has been steadily upward and onward. More than 
three million women are earning independent wages 
in the United States alone. Eighty thousand 
women are earning wagesin New York city outside of 
domestic service. Six thousand women are acting 
as postmistresses. Fourteen hundred are in vari- 
ous government departments in Washington. 

Simultaneously with the uplift of woman in this 
country has come her advancement in British Co- 
lumbia, Quebec, and Montreal, in England, Scot- 
land and Wales, in France, Belgium, Germany, 
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Sweden, Poland, British Burmah, Madras, and 
Bombay, at the Cape of Good Hope, New Zealand, 
New South Wales, Queensland, and South Aus- 
tralia. In all these countries women have some 
political freedom, and that country is behind the 
times where women have no political powers what- 
ever. In spite of old customs and religious restric- 
tions, women almost evervwhere are inquiring and 
asserting their human rights as intelligent beings. 

And what has occasioned this uprising among 
women? 

There is one force, and but one, that has brought 
about this condition of things and assisted woman 
to the place in which she finds herself to-day. 
Freethought—call it Liberalism, education, or 
whatever you will—is the one power which has 
broken the chains of woman and started her on the 
road to Freedom. When the colleges refused her 
admittance, Freethought said, “We will build new 
ones for her.” Ii did so, and put an annex on the 
old ones for her benefit. It said, “Down with the 
despotism that would keep woman forever in the 
bonds of ignorance.” And in this way more has 
been accomplished for her in a few years than in an 
age of scheming, and preaching narrowed down to 
the musty dogmas of ancient theology. It early 
sent her forth as a teacher and encouraged her to 
press on to newer hights, held her trembling hands, 
and guided her unaccustomed feet. 

It bade her go preach the gospel of truth and 
righteousness to every living creature, the gospel 
of a new and better era. It opened the doors and 
sent her out into the sunlight of freedom. and her 
merch has been steadilv and nobly onward. 

Freethought has broken every barrier to woman’s 
enfranchisement that so far has been broken and will 
vet beat down the remaining stumbling blocks in 
her pathway. 

For centuries the married women of England 
and their property had no separate existence. 
Freethought succeeded in securing “The Married 
Women’s Property Act,” whereby women could 
hold property sevarately from the husband. This 
was in 1862. Before that, in our own country, 
Judge Hertell, a noted Freethinker of New York, 
had argued for the bill to restore to married women 
the right to hold property, as guaranteed by the 
‘constitution of New York state. Fifty years ago 
everything belonging to a woman when she married 
became her husban1’s propertv; also, all that she 
might subsequentlv inherit. She could not sue or 
be sued at law. Her wages belonged to her hus- 
band. She could not even own her children. 
Freethought has changed all this. In nearly all of 
the forty-four states of the Union a married woman 
holdsand controls her own property, if not her person. 
She is entitled by law to the money she may earn by 
working for anvbodv except her husband. In six 
states she has gained equal rights with her husband 
as to the guardianship of her children. Free- 
thought will yet assist her to equality in this re- 
spect in the otber thirty-eight states. for it has 
ever regarded her as an individual. independent 
being, capable of government and the exercise of 
liberty. . j 

Freethought early discovered that there is no sex 
to right, no sex to wrong, no sex to purity and 
truth; that these qualities belong equally to man 
and to woman. When this is still better understood 
and the old customs of society are outgrown, 
woman will demand the same purity of life and con- 
duct from man that is now exacted from her. She 
will then frown upon the same irregularities in 
man that she now scorns in her own sex. 

Freethought has alwavs been the best friend 
woman had—the noblest, truest ally and cham- 
pion. It has ever sought to place her in her own 
true light before the world—the guide, counselor. 
and friend of man; gueen not only of home and 
household, but of every domain where ber worth 
and work is required, and equal sharer in life’s pur- 
suits, duties. and emoluments—the undwarfed, un- 
fettered, real complement of man. | 

To a free and liberal press, to the free schools, to 
free thought and free speech, to an enlightened 
public opinion, is due the emancipation of woman 
from the bondage of superstition. To these forces, 
and.these alone, must she look for her future wel- 
fare. 

To destroy mental slavery is the work of the great 
‘future, for that is the vulture still preying upon the 
vitals of our common humanity. This cannot be 
accomplished without first making woman herself 
free. Her condition decides that of the race. Ele- 
vate her, and you lift the whole human family. 
‘Degrade her, and disgrace and shame become the 
lot of man. 

Education is the great lever, raising all to higher 
ground, It is woman’s benefactor. Pen and voice 
have been employed against woman’s right to free 
and full education. But wherever she has secured 


equal facilities she has held her own, distanced man 
when ‘he has been her competitor, won the prizes in 
mental work, and maintained her physical balance. 


manv false notions and foolish prejudices, has been 
straight onward and successful. 
mains much to be overcome, many narrow views to 
be overthrown. 
equality of the sexes. 
cringing dependence, no more creeping and fawn- 
ing for favors, no more sex slavery, no more en- 
forced motherhood, but entire freedom and inde- 
pendence of action. 


ples alone can accomplish this. 
“Time is my inheritance, Time my field.” 
Time will bring all things to those who work and 
wait. 


be done for the elevation of woman, but the ques- 
tion will be how shall we lift man from the moral 
degradation of sensuality, of strong drink, tobacco, 
lewdness, profanity, and obscenity. 


vast wealth, but by moral and intellectual strength, 
and these belong to woman as to man, and will be 
exercised for the good of the whole by both man 
and woman. 


but Liebnitz saw the good running like a silver 
thread all through life’s changes. 
that have beset the way of woman. shall come the 
good. Her path is onward, and her motto, Excel- 


Her progress. through many difficulties, through 
Yet there still re- 


To do this there must be absolute 
There must be no more 


Time and the agitation of free and noble princi- 
Goetbe says: 
And 


In the future we shall hear no more of what can 


The future will be ruled not by brute force or by 


. Schopenhauer saw only ill in the whole world, 


So, after the ills 


sior. Whither she goes, as a necessary consequence, 
man must follow. The twain will stand side by 
side, shoulder to shoulder. They will be friends, 
equals, companions, helpmates. Woman, as she 
progresses, will never lose her womanliness, as 
some have feared avd predicted. 

Woman will be always woman, whether she per- 
forms her part of life’s work as lawyer, editor, 
doctor, banker, broker, president of corporations, 
ship-captain, mine-operator, stock raiser, teacher, 
merchant, or manufacturer; whether she pursues 
the calling of any great business operator, or re- 
mains simply the housekeeper and regulator of the 
family, venturing not beyond the boundaries of 
home, she will remain distinctively and essentially 
woman. She will be always tender, solicitous, 
sympathetic, loving, and lovable. 

She will always be the principal factor of the 
household, the home-maker, the heart-sweetness, 
the true lover and comforter of man, appreciated 
by him as never before in the history of the world. 

And then. when man and woman 

Upon the skirts of time 

Sit side by side, fully summ’d in all their powers, 

Dispensing harvest, sowing the To Be 

Self-reverent each, and reverencing each, 

Distinct in individualities. 

Then comes the statelier Eden back to man— 
and to woman, also. ; 

Then, will the whole world be their country, and 
the practice of goodness the only religion. 

Susan H. Wrox. 


Sparks from The Lecture Field. 


After a few davs sojourn at the beautiful home of 
B. A. Roloson, whither I had gone to recuperate 
from the fatigue caused by my labors at the Con- 
gress, I commenced once more the work of human 
progress and Freethought. These few days afforded 
me a much needed rest, and my eternal gratitude 
is due to my friends for their kindness. Cincin- 
nati was the firet place upon my list of appoint- 
ments. Here I met all the old friends, but in new 
quarters. Owing to the activ labors of Light, 
Hogg, Allen and company the Ohio Liberal Society 
has grown to such an extent that more spacious apart- 
ments head to be secured for this season’s work. 
A splendid audience of six hundred people greeted 
me upon this occasion. They were enthusiastic to 
ùa degree. They are all Freethinkers and take a de- 
light in their weekly meetings. 

A discussion always follows the lecture, and this 
time we had a good one. It lasted for an hour 
and a half after the lecture was over, and the audi- 
ence thoroughly enjoyed it. The Ohio Liberal 
Society is well known all over the city. Its mem- 
bers are regarded as the most activ opponents of 
all kinds of fraud and superstition. A few weeks 
back they upset a frudulent spirit materializer, by 
grabbing the “spirit,” which turned out to be a 
woman wearing a false beard and mustache. The 
medium and the spirit were both placed under 
arrest, and put under bonds of $1,009 for their ap- 
pearance. Once outside the prison walls the 
“spirits” spirited them away, and they failed to 
answer to the charge. The moment that “Light” 
appeared upon the scene of the darkencd seance, 


“Hogg” raised the devil, and that put an end to 


it. 
this city, and the society has a long career of activ 
usefulness before it. 


Golden Pond, 
Successiv stages of long rides, first by vestibule, 
then by freight, followed by stage and hack, brought 
me to my destination. 
from town, he being on his way to meet me. 
Golden Pond is beautifully located between the 
Cumberland and Tennessee rivers. 
small place, but there are quite a number of Lib- 
erals among the population. 
watching for my arrival and warmly welcomed my 
advent amongst them. The Christians had been 
having things all their own way since Putnam was 
down there last fall, and now it was time for the 
glorious light of Freethought to shine forth again. 


There are a large number of Freethinkers in 


Once more I resume my journey, this time to 
«down thar in Ole Kentuck.” 


Bogard met us a few miles 


It is but a 


They were eagerly 


An effort had been made by Messrs. Bogard and 


Rodes to arrange a debate between myself and the 
Very Rev. J. N. Hall. 
pear, though he had written to one of his “ dearly 
beloved” that he would be on hand, but later sent 
word that he was sick and could not attend. He 
had probably heard from Braden; but, then, his 
sickness was of a fleeting nature—it was only 
temporary. Anyway, he did not come, either by 
accident or design, the latter being the most 
probable cause. 
most to spoil the meetings. 
to think that the Infidel should come among them 


The sky-pilot failed to ap- 


The faithful had done their ut- 
They could not bear 


and bav things all his own way, that their side 
should not be represented. But they forgot that 
“their side” had been represented all the time and 
it was our side that had been without representa- 
tion. They sent word by mail, by stage and per- 
sonal visits, advising the people not to come. But 
the people did come; they were like Eve with the 
forbidden fruit. A large hall had been seated for 
my lectures. The people came from miles around. 
It was a general holiday. My first lecture was given 
to a good crowd, who seemed toenjoyit. I gavemy 
first lecture at 10 o'clock in the morning, and 
though “Preacher Bentley,” of the Baptist persua- 
sion took several notes of what was said, he, wisely 
perhaps, refrained from making any remarks. 
After the lecture a table was laid in the hall, 
whereat, through the generosity of Mr. and Mrs. 
Z. T. Bogard, we all sat down for a lunch. It was 
a happy, merry crowd, with the exception of a few 
sore-headed Christians ; but when itcame to eating, 
the “lion” and the “lamb” sat down together. 
There were Freethinkers and Christians—of the lat- 
ter. a parson and a few dupes—all around the fes- 
tivboard. Afterlunch came another lecture. This 
time the parson, urged on by one of his own friends, 
made the most ludicrous attempt at a discussion in 
which it has ever been my fortune to take part. 
He had prepared a little paper to read in snswer 
to my lecture, but sad for him, it didn’t fit. There- 
fore the preacher, who had, as he declared himself, 
“been commissioned from God to preach the gos- 
pel,” was compelled to argue from anticipation. 
His remarks were prefaced by the solemn warning 
of “He will tell you.” He wanted to argue upon 
something that I was to tell the people, and not 
upon what I had told them. What is worse though, 
and I regret to sev it, the parson got mad. Well, 
that’s nothing. Jehovah frequently got mad, and 
played hell occasionally, so we can excuse this poor 
human worm who, by the way, has turned out to be 
the long sought-for. though never before found, 
“missing link” of Charles Darwin. I hasten to 
make my apologies to him beforehand, but really 
the reverend gentleman brought it all on himself. 
During my reply, he turned uneasily in his seat, and 
finally rose to leave before I got through. I 
was then compelled to request him to sit and take 
his physic like a man. I realized how distasteful 
to him it was, but it was all his own fault. He 
tried abuse and slander. He tried to throw ridi- 
cule upon the cause of Freethought, but, like a 
rubber ball, it rebounded with double fury upon 
himself. I was the rebounder. He complained of 
my persoral appearance. My clothes were too 
good to suit him, and my hat had too fine a polish. 
He said: “His appearance would show that he had 
never done a day’s work in his life, while for ten 
years I hav been herding sheep in Texas.” Rash 
mortal, vain parasite, how little he knew of the- 
world. He did not know that for fifteen years I 
had toiled in the scorching sun of summer and the 
biting winter frosts əs a mason, and that. I told 
him, “was harder work than chasing butterflies on 
the plains of Texas.” I urged him to speak the 
truth, to tell the people what he really thought 
and believed, and in the course of time the 
public would begin to appreciate him. His 
appearance would polish up a little, and there 
would be no further need to pstch his panta- 
loons with canvas, The Freethinkers were jubi- 
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lant, and the Christian portion of the community 
wore a truly sad and dejected air. The next morn- 
ing the people began to arrive bright and early. 
It was evident that we were to be favored with a 
larger audience than ever, and so it turned out. 
The Misses Cunningham cheered us with vocal and 
instrumental music, which added to the good humor 
of the crowd. I was in good spirits. I lectured 
again at 10 in the morning. There was no opposi- 
tion this time. The preacher fought shy, and, even 
if he had not shied, his own congregation would hav 
prevented him from speaking again. One of them 
even urged Mr. Bogard to call him down should he 
attempt to discuss with me again. Had this been 
done the whole responsibility would hav been 
thrown upon us. . We saw through the trick, how- 
ever, and refused to entertain such a proposal. : If 
they did not wish him to speak they were the peo- 
ple to make him acquainted with the fact, and so 
they were informed that if he desired to speak the 
platform was as free for him as for me. But “he 
never spoke again.” The preacher did not care 
about it, and his flock had no further desires in that 
direction. The Christians were hot, hotter than 
they will be when they reach hell. They would 
hay rejoiced had some physical injury been inflicted 
upon me; and four hours later their rage found 
expression. They tried to persuade me that I was 
wrong—they knew I was wrong—and they tried to 
show me the error of my ways with jack-knives and 
revolvers. In the afternoon of Saturday, October 
21st, eight zealous Christians rushed up to me with 
these weapons in their hands. A preacher of the 
gospel of Christ held my arm with one hand and 
with the other he clasped a large knife. A wild 
scene followed; the wooden place rang out with 
Christian threats and Christian curses. The foulest 
of epithets fell from their lips. My friends urged 
me to escape from the hall; but no, I stood my 
ground. My only defense was to back up against 
the wall, keeping every man before me, thereby 
preventing a blow being dealt me from behind. At 
one stage of the game I thought my time had come, 
so I began to count my “chips” preparatory to 
handing them in; at least, I had made up my 
mind that I might be called upon to do it. 

Ihad no desire to wear a martyr’s crown, nor 
havI yet. If the “big un” with the “ six-shooter ” 
had insisted upon persuading me to join church, I 
would hav consented to be baptized six times, once 
for every chamber, if he would only let up on it. 
It would hav been an easier matter, and far more 
comfortable, to hav joined church and then back- 
slid than to take chances on going to “kingdom 
kum.” My friends soon rallied to my assistance, 
and, standing before me, they pushed the crowd 
back, declaring that before they would allow any- 
one of them to touch me they (the Christians) 
would hav to walk over them. My thanks here are 
due to them, and more especially would I mention 
the bold and determined stand taken by “Jim” 
Holland and John Bogard. The appearance of 
Z. T. Bogard upon the scene of excitement and in- 
timidation soon had the effect of driving off the 
would-be inquisitors, and order and peace reigned 
supreme once more. 

I was not through with them yet, however. I had 
still one more lecture to giv, and I meant to giv it, 
too. It was rumored that the Christians would not 
allow me to do so, but Ihad not yet been per- 
suaded, so at the risk of further efforts at Christian 
persuasion, I went to the hall next day at the ap- 
pointed hour, and lectured again to a splendid au- 
dience. The faithful were now driven to despera- 
tion. They got up evangelical meetings on the 
streets, at which some wandering tramp was selected 
to speak. Church meetings were speedily organ- 
ized, and the quiet little Kentucky town was full 
of excitement. They button-holed everyone they 
met on the road, and urged them to go to church. 
They deceived the people by leading them to be- 
lieve that I was going to speak there; but when 
they discovered the fraud, some few of them came 
out in disgust, while afew of the more timid re- 
mained. Despite their efforts Ihad by far the 
larger crowd, and as I had purposely commenced 
late, I caught a large portion of those who had been 
to church, for I was still talking when they came 
out. ‘ 
Freethought never had such a boom there before; 
the very air was full of it. Following upon my last 
lecture, it was amusing to hear the expressions of 
opinion. One Christian remarked fo another, 
that “he has given us some pretty hard knocks, and 
the worst of it is, they are all true.” The church 
can never recover from the blow that has been dealt 
her in that town. Freethought is at the top. At 
the top it will stay. The Christians were mighty 
glad when I left town, but I would request them 
not to jubilate too much over my departure, for I 
am bound to return. Thus the good work goes ; 


the “sparks” are still flying, and the flag of sweet 
liberty is flying before the breeze. 
Joan R. CHARLESWORTH, 
Sec. Freethought Federation of America. 


165 South. Water street, Chicago. 
The Manhattan Liberal Club. 


After the annual round-up of our talented lect- 
urers at the fall Freethought conventions, as many 
of them as can make it at all convenient come to 
New York. There is something in the air here they 
like. Tar Truru Szexer editor chaperoned Mr. 
Putnam direct from the Chicago convention, and he 
is having a pretty good time speaking round about 
here and writing “Four Hundred Years of Free- 
thought.” Mr. Charlesworth, unscathed. by the 
knives of the Kentucky Christians, followed on, and 
Friday evening the 3rd, he entertained the Liberal 
Club. Mr. Steiner is looking eastward and Mr. 
Remsburg will be here this winter sure. They are 
all abundantly welcomed, and Tae Trura SEEKER 
puts itself out a little to make things cheerful for 
them. 

The audience came slowly together to hear Mr. 
Charlesworth, but finally they all got there. The 
room was plastered so thick with Trura SEEKERS 
that few saw the People’s Party documents laid upon 
the table by candidate for Attorney-General Wake- 
man and he had to call attention to them. Candi- 
date for Coroner Foote is taking a rest from presid- 
ing this month, and sat meekly among those he so 
often lords it over. Candidate for Justice of the 
City Court Chamberlain came in late, and candidate 
for State Senator Titus Merritt didn’t come at all. 
Charles Eckhard’s northwest corner was occupied 
by his young chum only. 

It was a thoughtless deed for which due repent- 
ance is hereby expressed, to put Heston’s pictures 
in opposition to Charlesworth’s words and it appa- 
rently took him some time to get the attention of 
the audience away from Tne Trurn Seeser. It 
was half past eight when Vice-President Wilson 
McDonald lay down on the reading desk, his feet 
resting comfortably on the floor, and announced 
that as there were no announcements he would in- 
troduce Mr. Charlesworth who would say something 
about the relation of Freethought to politics. Mr. 
Charlesworth rose up and said that man had 
attained his present bad eminence as an animal by be- 
ing the most accomplished and successful murderer 
on the globe. This was in accord with the Darwin- 
ian doctrin of the survival of the fittest. But the 
fittest was a pretty bad lot sometimes—especially 
the politicians, with the exception of the Liberal 
Club candidates of the People’s party. They are 
all right. As for the press, its devotion to human 
interests could be inferred from the fact that when 
Whittier died, the World printed twenty lines about 
him, and on the same day printed thirteen and a 
half colums about a prize fight. Is that, queried 
Mr. Charlesworth, a criterion of New York culture? 
“« Yes,” answered a voice in the audience, “it is.” 
Conventions are no better as expressions of public 
sentiment than the press, and the pulpit is worse. 
All Christian countries base their claims to bigness 
and power on their armies and navies, and every 
regiment had a Christian chaplain, who asked God 
to help his men kill the other fellows. And these 
other fellows had the same. . Hight men, down in 
Golden Pond, Ky., had rushed upon him, Mr. 
Charlesworth, each possessing a bowie knife or a re- 
volver, and such weapons are Christianity’s strong- 
est arguments. 

The Freethinkers, to become a power, must 
become a voting party. Hach year they met 
in convention and passed resolutions which were 
forgotten a week afterward. What did Congress 
care about that? . Congressmen never heard of it, 
and anyway the average legislator didn’t care what 
the people said if he could make money enough 
during his first term of office to buy a seat for the 
next term. : i : b 

But the speaker did not confine his remarks to 
any one reform advocated by the Freethought 
party, but undertook to show how all reform in 
general should be attempted. He reviewed the ex- 
isting mediums by which public opinion was molded 
and inquired into the purity of the channels by 
which they were made manifest. He first dealt 
with the necessity for reform, or at least some 
change in existing conditions. He next defined 
what he meant by Freethought, and showed how it 
might be made a factor in the political life of the 
nation. The most important channels, he said, “by 
which public opinion is molded and made manifest, 
are: First, The public press, and the general 
literature of the country; second, by the conven- 
tion of public bodies; and third, by the means of 
the pulpit and the platform.” The lecturer urged 
that when these channels are palpably impure an 
unenlightened and unmoralized public opinion is the 


result. The present evils of society are the direct 
results of such impure agencies; and when we con- 
sider the approximation of society to existing ortho- 
dox opinions, we are forcibly reminded of the evil 
instincts of the adherents of modern Christianity. 

The public press is supposed to be the true re- 
flection of public opinion; and if the American press 
truly reflects the opinion of the American public, 
and truly represents American culture, we hav 
nothing therein of which we may feel justly proud. 
There is scarcely an organ throughout the country 
but what is run either for party or personal inter- 
ests. Their sole purpose is to distort facts and 
pervert moral truths; to serve their own end. 
Hence, as at present constituted, the press is an 
unsafe and unreliable medium. The pulpit, which 
might be made a great power for good, has been 
used in the interests of the classes as against the 
masses. For the most part its occupants are actu- 
ated by purely personal and selfish motivs, and 
they feel and speak accordingly. Many evils that 
afflict modern society are the results of its influence. 
With the inward organization of nations, as with 
their outward relation to others, Force still deter- 
mines the relativ condition of all things. We are at 
present cursed with a huge array of cumbersome 
and hopelessly entangled legislation, which, in it- 
self, is hurtful to-society at large. 

The lecturer continued, “That education was 
our only salvation; in the proper education of the 
young, lies the hope of America.” He urged that 
every Freethought voter should act in accordance 
with the principles of the Freethought Federation 
of America, and to begin right now with the ensu- 
ing elections. 

When the lecturer concluded, candidate for cor- 
oner Foote gave notice of the new Science Sermons 
Society, which meets in the lecture room of the 
Rev. Dr. Collyer’s church, Park avenue and Thirty- 
fourth street, and candidate for attorney-general 
Wakeman from the audience adverted to the fact 
that he was to speak to the Williamsburgers 
on “Christianity and After,” being his Chicago ad- 
dress. 

The critics were slow in coming forward, and 
Mrs. Donlevy filled the gap by saying that all 
thought is free, though Mr. Charlesworth had said 
otherwise. Then she said several other things, to 
which few listened, because they were reading Tux 
Truru Seeker. But they all applauded when she 
concluded, because she is a fine old lady, whom 
everybody loves. 

Dr. Kinget, in a red necktie, was the next speaker. 
He lived the Liberal Club because it invited persons 
to its platform without regard to membership in it 
or previous condition of servitude elsewhere. Mr. 
Kinget is an Anarchist of the Anarchists, and wants 
no government at all, and advised everybody to ab- 
stain from voting. The lecturer of the evening had 
not yet discovered the logic of Freethought. Go 
into politics if you will, said Mr. K., and see where 
you will come out. Politics could not be purified, 
and association with politicians would only make 
Freethinkers filthy. Let the honest men stay away 
from the polls, leaving only the rascals to vote, and 
they would soon fall. Honest men would then 
form voluntary associations, and collectivly and in- 
dividually protect themselvs. (Great laughter from 
Mr. Eckhard’s chum in the northwest corner.) The 
logic of Freethought is free action, and we should 
not vote for Democrat or Republican or People’s 
Party. This last thrust made candidate Foote, who 
had replaced Mr. McDonald as presiding officer, 
look gloomy, and after that he evidently did not 
expect to be elected. 

As Mr. Putnam went upon the platform the hope 
was expressed by one of the auditors that he at 
least would talk sense, which he did. Freethinkers, 
said Mr. Putnam, should vote as they think, and for 
the men who favor our demands. The press should 
be reformed and the pulpit abolished. It is true 
that the politicians care only for the spoils of of- 
fice, but we cannot get along without government. 
It was better to make politics, something different, 
and there was no use holding aloof. Personally, 
he is a Jeffersonian Democrat.. Further, the au- 
dience should take Tue Troura Szzxer home with 
them and read it and then subscribe. He had been 
preceded in these sensible remarks by candidate 
Foote, on the same subject, and it is hoped the 
audience will follow the advice. 

. Mr. Wilson followed Mr. Putnam. Heis another 
Anarchist, and his remarks were substantially the 
same as Mr. Kinget’s. Government, he said, is 
only to suppress liberty, and rob people of their 
property by taxation. The purpose of Tom Jeffer- 
son and Tom Paine was to extinguish government, 
and that was what our Revolution was for. When 
Emerson said the grandest part of our national 
history was when we had no government, he spoke 
a great truth. Organizing a party necessarily 


hope soon to see it on our table. 4*« Antoine D’Ab- 
badie, ex-president of the Paris Academy of Sciences, 
has made over to the academy property and bonds to the 
value of a million francs. An observatory is to be built 
with the proceeds, and one condition of the bequest is 
that there shall be no vivisection in the physiological de- 
partment banefited by it. 


The London Freethinkers wish to rebuild their hall 
next spring. To this end the National Secular Hall So- 
ciety (Limited) is working to raise three thousand shares 
by February) next. Four thousand pounds are needed 
before building is begun. *,* Can any good thing 
come out of the church? At Hamilton, Ontario, revre- 
sentativs ot the Central Presbyterian church, and of 
Christ Church Cathedral, conferred with several officers 
of the Hamilton street railway company to see if the 
partial Sunday car service, which prevailed before the 
introduction of electricity there, could not be restored. 
The Sunday cars, before and after service, had been 
found very convenient. So badly did the churches want 
the Sunday cars—for the benefit of their own services, of 
course—that they were willing to guarantee at least $2 
aper day for each car if two bobtails were put on for 
each church. So far as the report shows, nothing was 
said about the immortal souls of the drivers and conduc- 
tors of these cars. *x* E. P. Powell has a very appre- 
ciativ ‘‘Study of Thomas Paine” in the Arena for No- 
vember. He paints graphically the black ingratitude of 
Americans toward this brilliant and heroic champion of 
their rights. 


meant a combination with thieves and robbers, and 
the notion of making men honest that way is 
absurd. 

Candidate Wakeman indorsed Mr. Charlesworth’s 
idea of throwing influence in favor of candidates 
who accept the Nine Demands of Liberalism, and 
he couldn’t see anything unreasonable or impractic- 
able in the Preethought Federation’s work. As a 
candidate of the People’s party he was in it, and he 
wanted the audience to take the documents he had 

‘laid upon the table and study them. The Anarch- 
ists would make Jefferson and Paine groan in their 
graves if those two statesmen heard the sentiments 
attributed to them. If Jefferson were alive to-day 
he would undoubtedly be a Populist. Jefferson's 
scheme was to institute new governments to replace 
the old and bad ones. Government is'a necessity 
and every man possessed of common sense knows 
it. The talk of Messrs. Kinget and Wilson is folly 
and only misleads fools’ to their own destruction. 
People with the culture of Kinget and Wilson ought 
to know better. Ail audiences of the size of this one 
include a percentage of fools, who might, after listen- 
ing to the Anarchists, get pistols, like Prendergast, 
who killed Carter Harrison, and go out and “ pro- 
tect ” themselvs. That might be the ending of the 
foolish talk of. Mr. Kinget. The best thing to do 
is to vote for the People’s party, and he hoped to 
hear no more inane talk such as had been heard 
from Messrs. Wilson and Kinget. 

The time for debate having elapsed Mr. Charles- 

worth closed the session by graciously expressing 
the hope that Mr. Wakeman would be elected. To 

-Mrs. Donlevy he would say that there is no such 
thing as absolute Freethought, because environment 

‘governed us and circumstances are our school- 
masters. To Messrs. Kinget and Wilson he would 
say that goverr ment could not be abolished with- 
out abolishing man, to do which it would be neces- 
sary to extinguish the race. Mr. Wilson cbjected 
to the words attributed to him, and interrupted; 
Mr. Wakeman endeavored to set both right, and 
the debate was progressing merrily when Candidate 
Foote swung his black gavel and called time. 
Messrs. Wilson and Wakeman subsided and 
Charlesworth soon let the audience go home, 
taking their Teutu Szexers with them. 

The text for the next meeting will be Mr. Wilson 
McDonald’s explanation of Psychic Phenomena. 


SS Ea 
Freethought Progress. — 


The Free Religious societies of Germany held on 
August 5th-7th their fifteenth congress at Ntiremberg. 
Delegates representing thirty-one societies were present. 


Churchly Purpose aud Performance. 


Through love for God, the holy souls, and ourselvs, we 
should endeavor to gain as many indulgences as possible, 
and deliver them, as well as all our satisfactory merits, to 
the Blessed Mother for the benefit of the souls in Purga- 
tory. But it may be said that if we reserve no indulg- 
ence for ourselvs, and if we giv up the satisfactory por- 
tion of our works for the benefit of the holy souls, that 
we ourselvs run the risk of having to remain a long time 
in the prison of Purgatory. On this point we need hav 
no fears, for the voluntary whole offering of our satisfac- 
tions to the suffering souls is an act of charity of such 
high merit that it remits all our punishment. But even 
if some loss to us should exist by reason of the ‘‘ Heroic 
Act,” an occurrence not to be supposed, we shall cer- 
tainly find ourselvs more than compensated for that loss 
by the sublime degree of glory to which we shall be ‘éx- 
alted in Paradise by reason of this act of boundless charity 
to souls so dear to God and Mary, says a Dominican 
priest in the Rosary. 

As rosarians, the associates of the Sodality, and even 
those of the faithful who do not belong to either of those 
associations, hav by reason of the Rosary so many oppor- 
tunities of amassing spiritual treasures in the form of in- 
dulgences, and as frequentlv they may be in doubt as to 
the best way of disposing of the treasures, we would most 
earnestly advise them to keep continually before their 
minds the principles just enunciated, and follow their 
grand teaching as proclaimed in the ‘Heroic Act.” 

The ‘“‘ Heroic Act of Charity” consists in a voluntary 
offering or surrender of all works of satisfaction in this 
life, and of all the suffrages that shall be offered up for us 
after death into the hands of the Blessed Virgin, to the 
end that this tender Mother may distribute them in be- 
half of those holy souls whom it is her good pleasure to 
deliver from the pains of Purgatory. 

But it is only the special personal fruit resulting to us 
from the satisfactions and suffrages we thus forego in 
their behalf. Hence such a transfer would not prevent 
priests from offering Masses for the intentions of persons 
who hay given them honorario, neither would it hinder 
a person from praying for himself, parents, or friends, 
nor from practicing in his own behalf works of piety, 
because it is only the satisfactory portion, so to speak, 
that is applied or given over by this offering to the souls 
in Purgatory. The fruits of merit, propitiation, and im- 
petration always remain with the doer of the acts, since 
they cannot be communicated to others. 

The ‘‘ Heroic Act of Charity ” was first enriched with 
indulgences by a Dominican Pope, Benedict XTII.. after- 
wards by Pius VI., and lastly bv Pius IX, in a decree 
of the Sacred Congregation of Indulgences, Sept. 30, 
1852. The privileges conceded to it are the following: 1. 
The indult of a privileged altar personally every day in 
the year to priests who hav made this offering. 2. A 
plenary indulgence, applicable only to the faithful de- 
parted, to all the faithful who hav made this offering, 
whenever they go to Holy communion, provided they 
visit a church or public oratory, and pray for some time 
according to the intention of His Holiness the Pope. 3. 
A plenary indulgence every Monday to all who hear Mass 
in suffrage for the souls in Purgatory, provided they 
visit a church or public oratory, and pray as stated above 
in No. 2. 4. All indulgences granted or yet to be granted, 
even though not applicable according to the tenor of the 
grant to the dead, which are gained or which may yet be 
gained by the faithful who hav made this offering, may 
be applied to the holy souls in Purgatory. 

Finally, Pope Pius IX., having regard to the young 
who are not yet communicants, as well as to the sick, to 
those who are afflicted with chronic disorders, to the 
aged, farm laborers, prisoners, and others who are de- 
barred from communicating and unable to hear Mass on 
Mondays, has vouchsafed by another decree of the Sa 
cred Congregation of Indulgences to declare that for all 
the faithful who cannot hear Mass on Mondays, the Mass 
heard on Sunday would be available for gaining the in- 
dulgences specified in No. 8, and tbat in favor of those 
not yet communicants, or who are hindered from com- 
municating, he has elso left it to the will of their respectiv 
ordinaries to authorize confessors to commute the works 
there enjoined. ‘ 

Though this ‘‘ Act of Charities” is denominated a vow 
in some printed tracts, in which also is given a formula 
for making theoffering, no inference is to be drawn there- 
from that this offéring binds under any sin, neither is it 
necessary to make use of the said formula, since in order 
to share in the privileges and indulgences pointed out, no 
more is required in the case thau an act of the will made 
with sincerity and determination. 

The ‘‘Heroic Act” may be made in this manner by 
anyone who desires to practice it and to gain its privileges: 
« From this hour fo the end of my life I freely giv all the 


Freethought is having a great boom in that orthodox 
state, the republic of Peru. Three Freethought journals 
exist now in that dark land—La Razón, El Independi- 
ente, and Hl Rescate. Surely Freethought is progressing. 


The Italian Free Mason society, Grand Orient, which 
is affiliated with the International Freethought Federa- 
tion, has made its headquarters in the Borghese palace at 
Rome, and its insignia are placed on the identical spot 
from which Pope Paul V. used to bless the populace. 


Cuba is joining the forward procession. Freethought 
is organizing in that beautiful island. Æl Esjieritu del 
Siglo, published in Santiago, contains a lengthy account 
of the doings of our local brethren, who hav formed a so- 
ciety with the very appropriate name, ‘‘ Victor Hugo.” 


The Freethought Society of Vienna, Austria, the 
president of which is Edward Schwella, held its silver 
jubilee on October ist. The large hall was crowded 
almost to suffocation at both the forenoon and evening 
meetings. “x Three libelers of the Jews, one a priest 
and another an editor, who said they sacrificed children 
at the passover, hav been punished in Austria recently. 


The great Freethought demonstration held at Lill-Jans, 
Sweden, on September 3d, was a decided success. About 
five thousand people were present, and the greeting given 

‘our friend Victor E. Lennstrand was an ovation. A 
telegram containing a protest against the Upsala jubilee 
of ha state church was sent to the king, and signed on 
behalf of those present by Victor E. Lennstrand, A. W. 
Aterg, A. Wester, C. J. Eket6f, and Dr. Knut Wichsill, 
the latter by proxy, he himself being unable to attend the 
meeting. “x Hight thousand five hundred and ninety- 
two signatures were gathered to the protest list against 
the Upsala celebration. Several thousand more hav no 
doubt been given, but numerous protest lists which were 
left for signing in various newspaper offices and stores 
hav mysteriously disappeared. The Christians of Sweden 
no doubt forgot the commandment about stealing. The 
Swedish press is yet, with afew honorable exceptions, 
decidedly hostil to Freethought. ” 


The French Freethought Federation held its annual 
. Congress on October 29th, at Salle H’de l’Harmonie 94, 
rue d'Angoulême. x" Le Réveil du Nord contains an 
excellent account of a congress held by Freethinkers 
from the north of France. What publicity did Americau 
secular papers giv to our late Congress? «* ‘French 
Freethinkers hav now formed a society for promotion of 
secular marriage. Why not? No need tipping a sky- 
pilot. *« Over one thousand francs hav been collected 
for the erection of a home for aged French Freethink- 
ers. «*, La Vérité Philosophique, formerly edited b 
C. Cilwa, is now published in an enlarged form by E. 
Cordeau, 17 Rue Croix des Petits Champs, Paris. We 
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fied in their actions. 
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satisfactory partof all my works, and also all the suffrages 
that will be offered for me after my death, to the Most 
Blessed Virgin Mary, to be distributed by her accord- 
ing to her good pleasure for the benefit of the souls in 
Purgatory.” 


In the course of time, doubts having arisen as to some 


of the conditions for gaining the indulgences already 
named, the Sacred Congregation of Indulgences has 
issued a decree solving five of those most frequently 
occurring. The decree decides, in the first place, that 
indulgences declared by the Holy See to be ‘‘applicable 
to the souls in Purgatory ” are included among the opera 
satisfactoria which by the ‘‘ Heroic Act” are offered for 
the faithful departed. 2. Those who reserve to themselvs 
the indulgences granted to the living do not satisfy the 
conditions, and are bound to apply them all to the holy 
souls in accordance with the words of the Indult. 
is not an integral part of the ‘‘ Heroic Act” that the dis- 
pensation of these spiritual favors should be placed in the 
hands of the Blessed Virgin. 
which a person who has made the ‘‘ Heroic Act” will 
gain by going to Holy Communion, or by hearing Mass 
on Mondays, need not be placed at the disposal of the 
Blessed Virgin, but may be applied to any of the poor 
souls at the discretion of the donor. 
who has made the ‘‘ Heroic Act,” and is using the priv- 
ilege which some priests possess at Mass of what is called 
a ‘‘privileged altar,” must apply the plenary indulgence 
gained thereby to the soul of the person for whom the 
Mass is offered.— Catholic Review. 


3. It 


4. The plenary indulgence 


Lastly, that a priest 


[When we remember that tens of millions of people 


could read the above and fail to see any joke in it, we 
can begin to realize the awful depth of ignorance in 
which the people are plunged. Just think of men and 
women of even ordinary sense taking that piece of la- 
bored humor seriously! 
of testimony that professional *‘funny ” writers are very 


There is a general concurrence 


grave and serious men, in appearance, sedate and digni- 
Were it not for this fact, we could 
not help believing that the writer of the foregoing article 
nearly split his sides with laughter while penning it.— 
Ep. T. 8.] 


— 


Lectures and Meetings. 


FRANKLIN Srrimver desires to come East this fall and 
winter on a lecture trip, and would like to secure 
many engagements. His terms are very reasonable, and 
he should be kept busy. Address him at Des Moines, Ia, 


Tae Manhattan Liberal Club meets every Friday even- 
ing, at eight o’clock, in German Masonic Hall, No. 220 
East Fifteenth street, New York: 
November 10th.—Wilson McDonald, 
nomena.” 

November 17th.—Col. H. Charles Ulman, ‘‘The Rights 
of Man.” 

November 24th —Prof. A. L. Rawson, ‘‘The Dualism of 
Consciousness.” i 


“ Psychic Phe- 


J. E. Remspure has returned from an extended tonr 
through Wisconsin, Minnesota, and South Dakota. His 
next trip will be to Nebraska, where he has the following 

ates: ; 

Hooper, Neb., Nov. 11, 12| Gibbon, Neb., Nov. 16 

eward,  ‘* “ 13, 14| Cambridge, ‘‘ “ 18,.19 
Cairo, 15) Danbury, ‘‘ 20 

When these appointments are filled he will speak in 


Kansas. 


“e ce 


Henry Rowrey will speak for the Newark Liberal 
League, 177 Halsey street, corner of Market street, 
at 3 P.M., Sunday, Nov. 12th. 

John R. Charlesworth is now in the East. The fol- 


lowing appointments are on his list, and friends along the 
route desiring lectures should address him at once: 


Nov. 12 East Dennis, Mass. | Nov. 26 Philadelphia, Pa. 
‘* 1415, Osterville, ‘‘ Dec. 3 Alliance, oO. 
“ 16 Cotuit, es “ 14,15, 16, Waterloo, Ind, 
“ 19 Boston, Mass. ‘¢ 17 Chicago, Ill. 


Tue Brooklyn Philosophical Association holds meetings 
every Sunday afternoon at 3 o’clock in Long Island Busi- 
ness College, South Eighth street, between Bedford and 
Driggs avenucs. Program of Lectures for November: 


November 12th._—Mr. S. P. Putnam, ‘‘Evolution and 

: Creation. ” 

November 19th.—Mr. H. A. Powell, 
Politics.” 

November 26th.—-Mr. S. P. Putnam, ‘‘ Rights of Man.” 


“Reform and 


Tur Women’s LIBERAL LEAGUE, of Philadelphia, will 
meet on and after October 17th in the Skerrett Building, 
northeast corner of Ridge avenue and Green street, Tues- 
day evenings at 8 o’clock. 


November 14th.—Dr. Frances Emily White, ‘‘A Study 
in Sociology.” . 

November 2lst.—Ida C. Craddock, ‘‘Survivals of Sex 
Worship in Christianity and Paganism. What 
Christianity Has Done for the Marital Relation.” 

November 28th.—Mrs. C. B. Kilgore, ‘‘The Congress of 
Religions.” 


Tue Ohio Liberal Society meets in College Hall, 168 
Walnut street, Cincinnati, Sunday evenings at 7:45, 
prompt. Admission is free. Program to December: 


November 12th.—Judge Alfred Yaple, economice lecture, 
(subject to be announced). 

November 19th.—Allen O. Myers, ‘Was Judas Iscariot 
a Traitor?” 

November 26th.—Mrs. A. L. Fealy, of Dayton, (07A 
“ Truth and Fallacy of Christian Science,’ 


Tue Science Sermons Society has been organized in 
New York city, to hold Sunday evening meetings in the 
lecture room of Dr. Collyer’s church, Park avenue and 
Thirty-fourth street. The lectures on ‘‘Life and the 
Conditions of Survival,” provided for the Brooklyn Ethi- 
cal Association, will be repeated in the New York meet- 
ings, and other lectures of similar trend will be given in 
alternation with them. 


71it 
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Letters of Friends. 


The International Congress Was Just 
Splendid. 
CARLTON, NEB., Oct. 18, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror : Inclosed please find $3 
for renewal of my. subscription to THE 
Troura Seeker. I hav been to the World’s 
Fair. I never had so good a time before, 
and never saw so many Liberals in my 
life, and it was just splendid. I hope our 
cause will grow faster from this time on. 
Yours for the rights of all, 
BENNET ANDERSON. 


They Try to Persuade, but Would Com- 
pel if They Could. 
Sroxans, Wasu., Oct. 16, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: Herewith please find 
postal order amounting to $4. 

I inclose under separate cover a copy of 
San Francisco Examiner in which I 
marked a piece which you may use as you 
see fit. The churches here hav appointed 
committees to wait on every individual 
and try to persuade him to go to church. 
The movement has aroused a great deal of 
antagonism already and it may fall 
through, which I hope it will. Trusting 
you will continue your good work, I re- 
main, Sincerely yours, 

Joun E. WELIN. 


Remsburg is a Scholar, an Orator, and 
a Gentleman. 
Lon, Wis., Oct. 26, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: Inclosed please find 
money order to cover renewal to the good 
old Trurtu Srexer. Long may it wave 
and spread its truths all over this be- 
nighted and superstitious world of ours 
God (!) bless THe TRUTH SEEKER. 
Amen!! 

Our people here in Lodi hav had the 
extreme pleasure of listening to J. E. 
Remsburg. He gave us three lectures, 
on the 12th, 13th, and 14th of this month 
(October), which were highly prized. 
We hope to secure his services-again, if 
possible. e : 

Mr. Remsburg while here showed him-. 
self to be a gentleman of the highest type, 
a fine orator, and a complete master of 
hia subjects. N. ©. SKELTON. 


God’s Legerdemain vs. Nineteenth Cen- 
‘tury Miracles. 


Farmors, N. S., Oct. 25, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror The copy of the “Old 
Testament Stories Comically Illustrated ” 
arrived punctually and in good condition 
despite the many orthodox hands through 
which it must hav passed. Your Heston 
is a genius and his book a jewel that I am 
obliged to keep hidden, as I am the only 
Liberal in a community bitterly religious 
and clouded with superstition, through | 
which Tas TrRura SEEKER bursts weekly 
like a welcome sunbeam. 

{ hav been doing my own thinking for 
some time past and hav searched long and 
diligently for Freethought works, but 
never knew where any could be obtained 
until a few weeks since a new acquaint- 
ance presented me with several back 
numbers of Tar TRUTH SEEKER and I 
hastened to send in my subscription. 

My father (i. e., my earthly father) has 
been a constant subscriber to a Baptist 
sheet published at St. John, N. B., and 
devoted to the glory of God and patent 
medicins. Of late years it has reached 
the proportion of one column of God’s 
praise to two of the other fellows’, and 
the legerdemain of scripture has become 
so hopelessly confused with nineteenth 
century miracles that it has become a 
‘question of some uncertainty whether 
the raising of the widow’s son ahould be 
attributed to the faith of Elijah the Tish- 
bite or to the administration of a timely 
dose of Pink Pills, or whether the credit 
of relieving Mary Magdalen of her seven 
devils belongs to Jesus of Nazareth or to 
the magical virtues of Hood’s sarsaparilla. 

I am glad to find that Taz Trotz 
SEEKER is as free from modern miracle 
lies as it is hostil to the lies of scripture 
miracles. 

For inclosed stamps please send Hume’s 
‘¢ Essay on Miracles,” and oblige, 

W. P, Lawzenor, 


cious organizations, but they never will 
proper breeding. 

to come regularly once a week. I would 
it. 


divine revelations that hav ever been 
promulgated, and hoping it may attain 


send me the ‘‘Martyrdom of Man ” and 


big for the mind of man to contain. 


By Growth, Not by God. 
Peaster, TEX., Oct. 21, 1893. 

Mr, Eprror: Find inelosed $1.25 for 
which please send to address below 
‘*Hand-book of Freethought,” by W. S. 
Bell, and ‘‘ Infidel Death-beds,” by G. W. 
Foote. 

The preachers can never cease defaming 
the Tnfidel dead, and their dupes, who 
read but one side of the question, believe 
all they say, even if the statements are 
positivly false. I listened to a Second 
Adventist preacher, a short time ago, de- 
liver a sermon to Infidels. His first argu- 
ment was that ‘‘Tom” Paine died a 
miserable death, and when ‘‘Old Bob” 
Ingersoll dies he will die a miserable 
devil. I suppose in the latter case he has 
had 2 special revelation to that effect, and 
in the former he takes Christian lies for 
the truth. It never occurred to him to 
mention John Calvin, the founder of the 
Presbyterian church, who also died a 
miserable death, as it is said he died 
raving, cursing and blaspheming God. 
He utterly forgot to refer to the pages of 
history, where one can learn that hun- 
dreds of men holding high positions in 
the church died miserable devils. He 
never mentioned the fact that the church 
is fall of miserable devils to-day, who 
would reénact the horrible scenes of the 
past if it were not for the lack of power. 
He seemed utterly oblivious to the fact 
that the actions of men are governed by 
their organiza‘ions and not by what they 
believe. The church, as well as the laws 
of the land, hay been trying for centuries 
to make good men and women out of vi- 


accomplish it; it can be done only by 
The grand old TruTaH SEEKER continues 


hardly know how to get along without 
Tt is worth more to me than all the 


the success it merits, I remain, 
Yours for Freethought, 
J. S. Warre. 


Prayer Does Not Accomplish Anything 
Practical. 
Nortx Benton, O., Sept. 13, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: Within find $2 for which 


credit me for the balance on Tur TRUTH 
SEEKER. I hav been attending the Chi- 
cago World’s Fair; it is a grand show, too 
Tam 
pleased with the result of the opening of 
the Fair on Sunday; it is a fatal blow to 
the sky-pilots. 

I attended a camp-meeting a few days 
ago; they preached loudly and long about 
the efficacy of prayer. I told the preacher 
I would giv him $100 if he would demon- 
strate that a single prayer was answered 
by the myth he called God. He turned 
to his congregation and told them that all 
who had had their prayers answered by 
God should hold up their hands. A num- 
ber held up their hands. After that he 
called on them to giv their reasons for 
knowing that God answered their prayers. 
One man about sixty-five years old said 
he knew God auswered his prayer because 
God took away his taste for tobacco; I 
asked him who gave him the taste for 
tobacco; he said the devil. Another said 
he knew God answered his prayer because 
by prayer he could take fire out of a burn 
and by prayer he could stop blood. I 
told him I would allow the doctor to open 
a vein in my arm and if he would stop the 
blood by prayer I would giv him $100, 
and he said becould not do it without I had 
faith. I told him such stuf as that would 
do to convict persons of witcheraft and 
whip a man for kissing his wife on Sun- 
day, but it would not do to substantiate 
an alleged fact in this day and age of the 
world. The Christians from pine-clad 
Maine to California called on their God to 
heal Garfield. They also called on God, 
their image, to close the gates of the 
World’s Fair on Snnday. With all God’s 
promises to his people they cannot demon- 
strate that he ever made good one of his 
promises. At New Salem, Columbiana 
county, O., the Methodists tried a person 
for witchcraft and had along and tedious 
trial. 


century. 


the minister’s settling the 
which we were to judge a man, and what 
standard of character we should use in so 
doing. After giving up several points from 
which we are wont to judge, such as pub- 
lic opinion and the dictates of conscience 
(he never mentioned the dictates of rea- 
son and common-sense), he finally settled 
on the character of Christ as the highest 
standard known to man and therefore as 
that from which we should judge. 
decided objections to this, but of course 
did not wish to interrupt him, but I will 
giv them here: 


the character of Christ, except what the 
writers of the New Testament hav told 
us, and they were such notorious liars 
that we never know when to and when not 
to believe what they tell us. 


The papers were full of it just last 
spring, in the noonday of the nineteenth 
Shame on such Christianity! 


Wesley said that to giv up witcheraft was 
to giv up the Bible. CxusT#R BEDELL. 


A Most Astonishing Confession. 
Drerine, Mer., May 3, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: A short time ago, in one 
of our Sunday papers. among the notices 
of divine (?) services for the day, the fol- 
lowing paragraph caught my eye: ‘‘ Free 
church, Western avenue, at 7:30 P.M. 
Discourse by the pastor. Subject: ‘The 
Greatest Sinner in Deering.’” Being 
somewhat of a sinner myself, according 
to the verdict of some of my converted 
friends, I quite naturally felt some curi- 


osity as to whom this interesting individual 
might be, and straightway I made up my 
mind to attend the meeting and find out. 


Consequently, 7:15 p.m. found, me one 


of the few Freethinkers of this vicinity, 
comfortably occupying a front seat in the 
house of his majesty, Jehovah, the loving 
Jehovah, the kind Jehovah, Jehovah the 
just, Jehovah the only. the great,the orig- 
ina]. After the introductory exercises were 
over the gospel dispenser rose and, naming 
his subject, announced his intention of 
calling the person’s name right out in 
meeting beforeeveryone. ‘‘Good, ” thought 
I, ‘now I shall hav a chance to go and 
compare notes with this poor soul, and 
therein we can both take comfort.” 


The culminating point was delayed by 
grounds on 


I took 


ist. We do not know anything about 


2d. Even if"the character of Christ as 


recorded in the gospels was a faithful 
portrayal of the man’s virtues, yet it is 
not the highest standard the world was 
ever to know. f 


Christ himself said (see John xiv, 12): 
‘* He that believeth on me, the works that 


TI do shall he do also; and greater works 
than these shall he do.” 
that a man should be able to do greater 
works than Christ did, he must of necessity 
be a greater man, and consequently a 
better character to judge by. 


Now, in order 


Well, to come to the meat of the nut, 


he declared that he himself was the great- 
est of all sinners within the jurisdiction of 
the city of Deering, and to say that I was 
surprised would be expressing it but 
mildly. Not that I doubted his word for 
one moment. Far from it, bnt it aston- 
ished me greatly to hear him own it, for I 
had previously been laboring under the 
delusion that it was easier for the rich 
man to enter the gates of the New Jeru- 
salem than for a minister to tell the truth. 
Amid the manifold instances which we. 
constantly read of, wherein priests and 
ministers take precedence in lying, fol- 
lowing therein the bright and 
example of the father of Christian lies, 
Saul of Tarsus. it was pleasant fo find one 


shining 


case in which the truth was spoken, and I 
made up mv mind that I would inform 
Tue TRUTH Seexerof it. The only damp- 
ener tomy joy was this: I could see that 
he hardly believed that he was as bad as 
he said he was after all, but he is hoping 
against hope. 

I now believe there is a chance (though 
a very small one) that at-some time in the 
future we shall hear the truth proclaimed 
from the pulpit, but it is a long, dreary 
wait, and in the meantime the task will 
devolve on us poor, despised Freethinkers. 

Yours hopefully, FRED IRISH. 


Keep ou Seeking for Truth 
Castawa, IA., Oct. 25, 1893. 


Mr. Eprror: Polities is a bane to the 
For that 


expression of Freethought. 
reason the emphatic protest of W. W. 
Morris, Newark, N. J. 


lation. 
about currency at that time and it must 
be very doubtful if he used the words ‘‘in 
circulation.” 
ury statistics there were only about $20 
per capita in circulation in 1865-6. Surely, 
Mr. 
interest: bearing bonds as currency. 


it haè produced prosperous times,” 
deed! 
tinental, Confederate, and wildcat paper 
money? 
assignats ot France, of Argentine scrip, 
and other such disasters? Jt is not true 
that ‘‘ Venice used neither gold nor silver 
as money for more than six hundred 
years.” Anyhow, I cannot find any such 
thing in the history of Venice. 
edly gold and silver were the currency of 
the Venetians during the whole six hun- 
dred years. 
annuities are not to be reckoned as cur- 
rency. 


(Tae TRUTH 
SEEKER, October 14th), against the bad 


practice of using Freethought journals 
for electioneering purposes, should be 
highly commended. The Freethinker 
who believes that any good can come to 
his cause from any existing political partv 
is guilty of crednlons infatuation; he is 
thoroughly benighted on that point. My 
residence is in a county where the Popu- 
lists rule; but we might as well expect to 
draw blood from a stone as to derive the 
least benefit in the warfare against super- 
stition from the Populist party. As the 


present object is to make some comments 


on the financial notions of John Peck, as 


set forth in Tan Trura SEEKER for Sep- 
tember 23d, I will pass by that glittering, 
deceiving humbug known as free trade, 
which cannot be adopted without serious 
injury to the common people. 


That brave iconoclast, who is strong and 


convincing when discussing theology, 
shows himself to be both credulous and 
careless in his views of finance. 
astonishing that Mr. Peck should place 
credence in that absurd old campaign lie 
about Ernest Seyd. Mr. Seyd has not 
been in this country since 1856. He lived 
and died a bi-metallist who was opposed 
to the demonetization of silver. 
disgrace and a shame to American politics 
that so good and intelligent a man as 
Ernest Seyd should be traduced and lied 
about long after he has been placed in his 
grave. 


It is 


Tt is a 


“In 1865 Secretary McCulloch said: 
‘There are nearly $2,000,000,000 in circu- 
?” McCulloch was not talking 


According to his own treas- 


Peck would not hav us reckon 


“ Wherever paper money has been tried 
Tn- 
Has Mr. Peck never heard of con- 


Has he never heard of the 


Undoubt- 


Interest-bearing bonds and 


France paid off her enormous debt to 


Germany by borrowing the money for 
that purpose. 
that borrowed cash is shown by the fact 
that she has the largest national debt in 
the world. 
country; she has no fiat money, and her 
tariff is closely like our McKinley law. 


That she has not yet repaid 


France is not a free-silver 


Again, is it not astonishing that Mr. 


Peck should be so much in love with gov- 
ernment debt and full ‘‘ legal-tender” 
paper money? The legal-tender power is 
an exercise of absolute sovereignty which 
is liable at any time to degenerate into a 
vicious tyranny. 
compel. the people to accept bad money 
for past debts, but it cannot force them to 
otherwise receive any kind of money. 
The French government once tried, with 
pains and penalties, to drive its subjects 
to receive paper money. The final result 
was that the people utterly refused to 
take the legal-tender ‘‘stuft” and it be- 
came worthless. 


A government may 


I hav heard an able and 
experienced business man seriously argue 
that it would be better for the country if 


the legal-tender power were abolished al- 


together. Why not? 

All money is to some extent beholden to 
the element of confidence. But human 
nature the world over has attained far 
more confidence in gold and silver than 
in paper money; not that the world loves 
paper less, but gold and silver more. As 
governments are liable to go bankrupt in 
an emergency and repudiate, a suspicion 
attaches to paper money which is not at- 
tached to gold. Though all governments 
on earth should repudiate, gold would 
continue to exchange for clothing, pro- 
visions, and shelter. The almost uni- 
versal verdict of mankind in favor of a 
precious metal basis is likely to control 
the financial world until the possibility of 
national debasement or repudiation of 
paper money has ceased to exist. 
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Mr. Peck writes: ‘‘The bullion in the 
gold dollar cost me a day’s work before it 
was coined, then I had to giv to the gov- 
ernment a day’s work to get the dollar 

- after it was coined.” What for? Is the 
government seigniorage such an immense 
thing as that? Dollars must be getting 
expensiv. 

Finally, brethren, howsoever things 
may be, there is left to us one consolation 
—we can continue right on seeking the 
truth. P. Day. 


Some Bible Worthies. 


Bonm, Car., Oct. 19, 1893. 

Mr. Eprtor: Strange that the living God 
does not anoint some of the brigand 
chiefs, railroad robbers, or stage robbers 
of to-day as a complimentary voucher for 
their grand achievements. No doubt he 
is the same God who wrote about the rob- 
ber chiefs of Bible times; maybe he has 
changed his opinions. If so, why not 
cause a revised book to be written? The 
Freethinker has the only revised Bible. 
Its golden works are ‘‘common sense,” 
“c investigation,” ‘‘energy,” ‘‘ persever- 
ance,” ‘‘honest thought,” ‘‘reflect for 
yourselvs.” Certainly we will not be con- 
demned for that, though there be a living 
God. : 

Even the orthodox ought not to wish 
their children or any other of their Lord’s 
children annihilated, or cast into a pit of 
hell fire and brimstone, a life of everlast- 
ing punishment, for using the organs nat- 
ure gave them; for exercising the natural 
ability or instinct with which the human 
family was endowed. 

According to the orthodox teaching, 
there is no use for brain-work; the more 
ability a man has the more wretched he 
will be after death, unless he allows him- 
self to be dictated to by some creed- 
monger. Then the question arises, Which? 
They all tell us theirs is the only true way 
to salvation of the soul; bewildering, this 
is. It seems to me intellect is dangerous, 
if exercised in ar independent manner on 
religious matters. The person who is 
most easily persuaded and can be dictated 
to stands the best chance for salvation. 

Believe the book called Holy Writ from 
lid to lid; ask no questions; it is not neces- 
gary to be able to read; believe and your 
soul will be saved. Investigation is there- 
fore dangerous; ignorance issafety. Oneof 
ordinary ability cannot believe, or pretend 
to believe this, unless he is a coward or a 
knave. 

Let one read the book of Samuel and 
note the butchery ordered by the great 
allwise, merciful, living God, of a peo- 
ple that committed nosin. And they were 
his people, ‘‘God the creator of al 
things.” First Samuel, xv., 11, tells us 
that the Lord was displeased that he had 
appointed Saul king over Israel through 
Samuel, because he had disobeyed his 
butchering order. The woman saluted Da- 
vid with shouts and fine music, saying that 
Saul had killed his thousands, but David 
his tens of thousands. This proves both 
of them murderers. This incident made 
Saul jealous of David thenceforth, because 
the people thought David the greatest 
human butcher. 

God stood in with David, for the *‘ evil 
spirit came from the Lord.” Saul having 
failed twice to murder David with a 
javelin from his own hand, bethought it 
policy to try scheming deception on 
the boy after God’s own heart; but the 
youth was a player and dancer, even a 
great poet. Saul then promised David his 
eldest daughter to wife. Saul deceived 
the youth by giving her to another; but 
Michal, Saul’s youngest daughter, loved 
David. This love appeared to please old 
Saul, the deceitful king, who then in- 
vented another scheme to cause David to 
die of heart failure, that the blame might 
be cast on the innocent Philistines, choos- 
ing his daughter as the snare (1 Sam. xviii., 
92-25). Read of the dowry required by 

_ this once godly king. The inspired work 
informs us in English, but Jewish version, 
that David procured double the dowry, at 
the same time sacrificing two hundred in- 
nocent lives. Can anyone deny this asser- 
tion? To make this gift complete, David 
should hay taken these two hundred 
trophies, had them tanned by an expert, 
and had a jacket made; then, no doubt, 


the Lord would hav presented this holy | was it because circumstances placed them 


garment to this lovely king. This grand 
accomplishment surprised Saul, so that he 
was much annoyed, after having laughed 
in his sleeve and rejoiced at his shrewd- 
ness. This scheme having failed, the old 
wretch tried to make arrangements with 
his son Jonathan and his servants to kill 
David, but repented because Jonathan had 
convinced him that the Lord had wrought 
a great salvation for all Israel, and called 
David’s blood innocent. Saul-swore that 
David should not be harmed; then he 
tried to murder David, to shed innocent 
blood, with his own hand that night. 

David afterward became a brigand 
chief. The twenty-fifth chapter of Samuel 
tells us how David solicited alms from 
Nabal, the honest rancher, for his outlaw 
followers, and when refused, David, the 
anointed, prepared to make a raid and ex- 
terminate all Nabal’s belongings, not leav- 
ing one wh—the reader may finish this sen- 
tence by reading the twenty-second verse 
of the twenty-fifth chapter of First Samuel; 
also the latter part of the thirty-fourth 
verse. By the way, was not this man 
David, the man after God’s own heart, a 
Morman? The forty-second, forty-third, 
and forty-fourth verses of the same chap- 
ter read like it; besides the record of 
other acts of this anointed one is convince. 
ing. Here is where the fine work of a 
woman comes into play. Can anyone read 
this story without becoming convinced of 
the intrigue of David and Abigail? They 
got rid of Nabal very soon, with the Lord’s 
assistance. Abigail became the wife of the 
chosen man of the living God. This epi- 
sode is equal to the stealing of Uriah’s 
wife, Bethsheba, by the same anointed de- 
ceiver. He took many wives and concu- 
bines in the name of the Lord. 

The above are but a few of the wicked 
ideas that hav been forced into my dull, 
uncultured brain by the liberal teachings 
of the Freethinkers. Taught as I was in 
childhood to read and believe, to doubt or 
investigate was wicked. 

N. J. SALISBURY. 


Wealth and Want. 


Coxnumats, O., Oct. 25, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: As Mr. Brayton has con- 
tributed an article of considerable length 
in defense of the rich man, I presume I 
may be permitted to express my views on 
the same subject. His views are sub- 
stantially the same as are held by the rich 
generally, as well as by many other well- 
meaning people in the more humble walks 
of life. 

Very few people hav any laudable am- 
bition or any worthy purpose in life. It 
is the ambition of most people to become 
rich. Some persons desire this through 
mere greed for gain; others because it 
givs them power and position; and both 
because it enables them to bring up their 
children in indolence and ‘‘respectabil- 
ity,” and, at death, to leave the said chil- 
dren sufficient means to continue their 
indolence and ‘‘ respectability.” To this 
end they grasp, hoard, speculate, and 
swindle; they hav their lives insured, and 
they join all sorts of benefit associations, 
etc., for the purpose of ‘‘ keeping the wolf 
from the door,” after they are gone. It 
would look more honorable and more sen- 
sible if they were exerting themselvs half 
as energetically to secure & more equal 
distribution of property and more just 
laws. But justice and equality are not 
what they desire; they want injustice and 
inequality, knowing that if their own chil- 
dren are left rich, some other man’s chil- 
dren must remain poor, for we cannot all 
be rich. They desire that someone be 
poor enough to be obliged to do the 
drudgery, to make the beds and black the 
stove aud scrub the pavement and brush 
the horses. In other words, popular am- 
bition, when carefully analyzed, is gener- 
ally found to. consist of a desire to escape 
from honest work and to dominate over 
others. Such is largely the ambition of 
those whom we send to Congres and to the 
legislature to make our laws. 

Mr. Brayton informs us that ‘‘one man’s 
right to get and hold property is as good 
as another’s, but it seems that all hav not 
the gift to do so.” Did the Goulds of the 
present generation, and thousands of 
others of the same stamp, get their wealth 
because they ‘‘ hav the gift to do so?” Or 


where they could step into the shoes and 
inherit the wealth accumulated (honestly 
or dishonestly) by someone else? Recent 
newspaper accounts state that one of the 
Vanderbilts is now developing a tbirty- 
eight thousand acre farm in North Caro- 
lina, where he now has seven hundred 
men working on it, and where he contem- 
plates erecting a $5,000,000 residence. 
Did he earn all this by the ‘‘ gift to do so?” 
It represents the sweat of thousands of 
industrious and hard-working men, who 
now slumber in neglected graves, and 
whose song and daughters, in many in- 
stances, can scarcely secure food and rai- 
ment, or school-books and medicins, for 
their children. Is this right? This is the 
stamp of man that manipulates the stock 
market, that controls the price of grain. 
To this stamp helong the men who corner 
coal, lard, coffee, apples, etc., and then go 
away to the sunny South to wallow in 
luxury, while their slaves that they leave 
behind, shiver with cold and battle with 
starvation, suicide, and crime. 


It isa popular notion that a man has a 
perfectly just right to bequeath his prop- 
erty to whomsoever he chooses, and that 
children hav a just right to the property 
of their parents, but is this right? A man 
brings no property into the world with 
him. Weall come into the world empty- 
handed. We do not even bring a suit of 
clothes with us. If a man brings nothing 
into the world, why should he be per- 
mitted to govern something after he has 
gone out of the world? In the language 
of Paine, ‘‘should the dead govern the 
living?” Is it right that those who hav 
never done an honest day’s work, but who 
hav been brought up in luxury, and hav 
spent their time in eating and drinking, 
smoking, pounding a piano, buggy-riding, 
and entertaining company, and who hav 
been taught to scorn as inferiors all who 
honestly sweat for their bread—I say, is 
it right for such people to inherit wealth 
which they never earned, while thousands 
more industrious, more talented and more 
honest, inherit only slavery, rags, and 
disgrace? Laying all sentiment aside, and 
looking at the matter from a purely utili- 
tarian standpoint, it seems to me that a 
dead man’s property should revert to the 
state, and that his children should be per- 
mitted to struggle for themselvs. Why 
should not the children of the rich strug- 
gle the same as those of the poor? They 
are no better and often not as good. 


We often hear people in comfortable 
circumstances say of some less fortunate 
brother: ‘‘If he had $25 on Saturday 
night, it would all be gone before Monday 
morning.” It is a fact that there are quite 
a number of such improvident and spend- 
thrift characters in the world, and tor such 
I hav no great amount of sympathy, but it 
is also a fact that there are thousands more 
with no ‘‘ifs” in their case. We cannot 
say of them, ‘‘If they had it;” they hav 
it; and they ‘‘ blow it in” regularly; and 
they never earned it either. There are 
people in this city who liv on the most 
aristocratic streets and who puton great 
style, keep fast horses, get up excursions 
fot the benefit of their friends, go off to 
neighboring states on horse-racing and 
gambling expeditions, and get so drunk 
and disorderly that they get into jail, and 
their friends hav to go after them. The 
newspapers speak of them as ‘‘ good fel- 
lows” and ‘‘high rollers;” they are 
among the elite of this city, but it is very 
well known that they inherited their money, 
or the most of it, from their old granddad, 
who made it in a whisky-mill. Now, the 
question is, hav they any better right to 
‘blow itin” than Pat Casey, who makes 
his money carrying the hod? 


Mr. Brayton tells us that there never 
was a time when the poor man was as well 
off as he is to-day. I think it is true, but 
he might also hav said the same thing of 
the rich man. T think there never was a 
time when there were so many millionaires; 
but poor men, thousands of them, want 
for the necessaries of life, and women still 
make chirts for seventy cents per dozen or 
barter their virtue for bread. ; 


It is a mistaken notion that the concen- 
tration of wealth and power in the hands 
of a few men is necessary to the success- 
ful development or operation of railroads 
or other great enterprises, otherwise we 


ì should make haste to return to the feudal- 


ism of medisval ages. 

I do not wish to be understood as under- 
rating the value of brains or intellectual 
effort. The brain of an Edison, for in- 
stance is worth more to society than a 
thousand hands; but I wish it distinctly 
understood that Edison could never put 
his brains in the market or giv society the 
benefit of them, without the thousand 
hands; so that the thousand hands ought 
not to belong to paupers, while Edison is 
several times a millionaire. While admir- 
ing the frieze we should not forget the 
mudsills, 

This unjust distribution of wealth is one 
of the principal causes of the vice and 
crime which pervade society. Money, 
and the leisure, fine clothes, etc., which 
only money will bring, are the only things 
which can be depended on to giv a man 
respectability. Lacking these, no amount 
of character and talent will enable him to 
maintain his ‘‘ social position,” but pos- 
sessing them, his roguery and rascality 
are only laughed at. The result of all this 
is, that thousands of people in their efforts 
to keep up an appearance of respectability 
are tempted to resort to dishonest, vicious 
or criminal practices, in order to secure 
the necessary fnnods. Multitudes of rich 
people, having much time and money at 
their disposal, often find it impossible to 
content themselvs with the common affairs 
of every-day life, and resort to degrading 
and demoralizing habits of dissipation, 
thereby injuring themselvs and their own 
and setting a bad example to society. 

It is a fact that many rich-men, in their 
efforts to perpetuate the memory of their 
“honorable” names, found colleges in 
which the expression of a candid opinion 
is considered a crime, and from which apu- 
pil who would ask a few pinching questions 
would be likely to be expelled. Itis a 
fact that some such people as Carnegie, in 
the kindness and generosity of their great, 
big, warm hearts, build libraries from 
which most books which contain any valu- 
able information are excluded. Such are 
some of the blessings (?) of riches, Such 
is charity, 

Judging from the ways of the world, 
the ponular definition of charity must be 
somewhat as follows: Charity is robbing 
every poor man that you can, of every 
cent that you can, and building churches, 
asylums, and libraries with the proceeds; 
charity is giving away what you don’t 
want, and can’t possibly make use of your- 
self, and advertising your generosity to 
the world; Christian charity is grudgingly 
giving a poor man ten cents, and then 
asking God to credit you with $10 in the 
sweet by and bye. ; 

After finding so much fault with rich 
men and riches, one might properly be ex- 
pected to offer some kind of remedy. My 
remedy is a graduated tax on all property, 
incomesand inheritances. This appears to 
me to be the only practicable way to break 
the back of the millionaire and monopo- 
list. I certainly think they can be crushed 
in this manner. When it is no longer 
profitable or possible for men to accumu- 
late, retain, or inherit vast fortunes, then 
all will hav to begin to do something sen- 
sible and useful, and to bring up their 
children to do likewise. Then those seek- 
ing glory, fame, or respectability will 
find it necessary to apply themselvs to 
science, art, invention, philosophy, or in 
some other realm of useful. effort, and 
character and talent—not dollars and 
cents—will become the true measure of 
social position. We can hope to obtain 
a graduated tax through the initiativ and 
referendum only, but they are certainly 
coming. f 

Their opponents may sneer at them and 
laugh at them, but they cannot long ignore 
them. All honor to the noble Infidels who 
brought these measures before the Ameri- 
can people! : 


After all, the principal cause of all the 
misery in the-world is ignorance, and the 
principal cause of this ignorance is the fear 
of hell and Mrs, Grundy. Let us, then, 
never lose an opportunity to stab the 
church under the fifth rib. until every 
drop of blood has left her lifeless body. 
Then two roses will blossom where one 
now does, and prosperity and progress 
will be the heritage of the race forever. 

Doveras TAYLOR, 
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@hildren’s Gorner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wrxon, Fail 
River, Mass., to whom all Communica- 
tions for this Corner should be sent. 


_“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day’s occupations 
That is known as the Children’s Hour.” 


í Ten Thousand Leagues Below. 


Deeper, far deeper down 
Than the eye can penetrate, 
Or, that the power of man 
Can seek to investigate, 
Lie tiny, living beings, 
Disporting in mossy bowers, 
Abrorbing and secreting 
The sweets of tiny flowers. 


Amid theseaweed’s humid shade 
The tiny beings glow; 
Star fish and sea-anemone, 
In rich profusion grow. 
The incandescent lights upon 
The deep phosphorescent river 
Glisten o’er the silent waves, 
Where the darkening shadows quiver. 


A populous solitude under the waves, 
The glistening topaz rare; 
The emerald flashing from mossy stones, 
The gleaming white bones there, 
The ghastly grinning skulls beneath 
The pure, clear waters flow; 
"Tis the fairy land of science, 
Ten thousand leagues below. 
Ipa BALLOU. 


oe 
Chats With Correspondents. 


Ipa Batzuov.—Very glad to hear from 
you, and your essays will be always wel- 
come. Excuse us for not writing to you 
personally. Our time is all taken, and 
consequently there are few opportunities 
for correspondence. 

Mrs. S. W. Surte,—Your communica- 
tion is not especially adapted for the Chil- 
dren’s Corner, but to oblige you we print 
it. How many brothers and sisters chil- 
dren may hav, how many pets, cats, or 
kittens they own, may be of little conse- 
quence to you, but is of great interest to 
them. The children, by their little letters, 
are learning to write, to spell, and to com- 
pose properly, which is of value, you will 
admit. As they grow older, their minds 
expand, their ideas broaden, and we trust 
they will giv but little attention to the 
myths and fables of old, except to demol- 
ish them by the logic of common sense. 

Karr: Kream Smurra.—We did not re- 
ceive your letter in time to comply with 
your request. We know you are doing 
splendid work, and our best wishes go 
with the Oregon State Secular Union. 

Joun Ruptinc.—Thanks for your com- 
pliments. The lecture is to be printed in 
pamphlet, and you can order of The Truth 
Seeker Company. 

Epwarp Dozson.—Thanks for all you 
send. Your reasoning is good and valua- 
ble, and your kindness greatly appre- 
ciated. 


Macazines.—New Occasions is the title 
of a magazine of social and industrial 
progress, edited by B. F. Underwood and 
published by Charles H. Kerr & Co., Chi- 
cago. Among the contributors are several 
well-known names, and the reading mat- 
ter is sound and solid. Its motto is: 

“ New occasions teach new duties, Time 
makes ancient good uncouth; 


They must upward still and onward, who 
would keep abreast of Truth.” 


Progress is the stirring name of a 
monthly magazine edited and published 
by our friend, Emanuel dos Santos, at 
Port-of-Spain, Trinidad, B. W. I. It isde- 
voted to the dissemination of Freethought 
principles, and bears the motto of that dis- 
tinguished friend of freedom, Thomas 
Paine: ‘‘The world is my country, to do 
good my religion.” Our friend is to be 
congratulated upon the handsome appear- 
ance of this new candidate for public favor. 
It is one more protest a:ainat bigotry and 
superstition, and we wish it long life and 
great prosperity. 


—— 
Correspondence. 


Norru Hurons, N. Y., Oct. 24, 1893. 

Drar Miss Wrxon: As the Children’s 
Corner seems to be growing smaller, I 
hav concluded to write you a few lines 
again. I am going to school now, and am 
studying arithmetic, spelling, geography, 
history, physiology, and grammar. My 
teacher’s name is Hattie Seager. I like 
her very well. I am eleven years old; will 
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be twelve the 22d of December. We hav 
had a very pleasant summer with the ex- 
ception of a few thunder showers, and two 
storms of wind; one about the 1st of Sep- 
tember, and one later. I suppose you 
hav been to the World’s Fair; I would 
like to hav gone myself, if it had been so 
that I could, but as it was not convenient, 
I had to content myself by visiting the 
Wayne county fsir, where I stayed two 
days, and was sick all the time I was 
there. Since I wrote you last we hay lost 
the oldest Freethinker in the town, Mr. J. 
M. Cosad. He died quite suddenly. 

Well, I guess I will hav to close, and 

busy myself with something else. 
From your true friend, 
Berroa E. WEED. 
Hoopeston, ILL., Oct. 22, 1893. 

My Dear Avnt Sus: On this beautiful 
autumnal Sunday afternoon, I hav decided 
to improve my time by complying with 
your request, and writing to you and the 
Corner friends. 

I am so very glad I had the opportunity 
of meeting you and your sister in person. 
(A pleasure I scarcely dared hope for a 
short. time ago.) Ialways thought I loved 
you, Aunt Susie, but now I am positivly 
sure I do, and I wish all the Corner friends 
could meet their dear friend. I wish I 
could hav remained in the city for a longer 
time, and got better acquainted with you. 
Of course I should hay liked to hav gotten 
better acquainted with all the Liberals, 
but you seem to be nearer to me than any 
other of them. 

I think our Congress was just grand! I 
hope we may hay many more just like it. 

I am quite busy now proparing to grad- 
uate from the high school in May next. I 
study geometry, higher algebra, ancient 
history, rhetoric, and Cæsar (Jatin). I like 
my studies very well. Ancient History 
shows us that the Christian were the least 
progressiv of all nations, and still our 
principal, who is a Methodist, refuses to 
see it. But he does not read the Bible to 
us any more, for last winter he appointed 
a young man to read a chapter and he re- 
fused, saying he did not come to school to 
read the Bible, but to study. 

One of my classmates called on me the 
other evening, and amazed me by saying, 
“I hate religion and the church.” I 
could not help saying, ‘‘Good!” Then 
we had quite a talk, ard I discovered she 
has always been an unbeliever, but will 
not say so to anyone but me. All her 
friends and associates are church members. 
So are all my friends, but when asked, I 
do not hesitate to let them kncw my 
**(anti)-religious ” belief. 

In the report of the Congress, it was 
given that Ollie and I were from Chicago. 
We are from Hoopeston. We want them 
to giv our little orthodox town credit for 
one Freethinking family which is not afraid 
or ashamed to say so. We hav nine de- 
nominations represented here, and we hav 
no show at all, but we do the best we can, 
any way. 

Our town has a population of about 
twenty-six hundred people. We hav elec- 
tric lights, city water-works, a good college 
(Greer), two public schools, a nice green- 
house, and the two largest corn-canning 
factories in the world. 

We hav quite a little city, but the 
Lord saw fit to send no ‘‘rain upon the just 
and the unjust” this summer, and so 
nearly destroyed the vegetation in this 
part of the country. 

Well, my letter is growing lengthy, so I 
will close. But first I wish to say that we 
all send our best love to you and your dear 
sister, and hope that sometime we may all 
meet again. 

Wishing you all manner of happiness 
and prosperity, I remain, . 

Your loving neice, Ips L. JOHNSTON. 

It was a great satisfaction to meet so 
many charming friends at the Congress, 
and especially do we remember the bright 
faces of our dear, adopted neices, Ollie 
and Ida, and their parents. Yes, it was a 
grand gathering, which, let us hope, may 
sometime be repeated.—Ep. ©. ©. 


ADDISON, Vr., Oct. 6, 1893. 

Drar Miss Wrxon: I see you are editor 
of the Children’s Corner of Tan TRUTH 
Srzxer—this part being assigned to 
woman because she possesses more 
patience in giving attention and_oppor- 
tunity for young reasoners to giv their 
testimony to the world denouncing old, 
long-taught ideas of God and Christianity. 
Truly a noble calling on your part and the 
part of the children. Now, may I be 
permitted to offer a few suggestions for 
consideration by young and old, thus 
giving a helping hand, which may not 
prove amiss—for there is a saying that 
children and fools are apt to speak the 
truth—? Should you think my ideas a 
fool’s reasoning, can you not even then 
sparé a smail corner to present a new thc- 
ory for reasoning which I hav carefully 
dug out through much study on cause and 
effect? There may be persons in the world 
who hav arrived at like conclusions who 
wish to know that others hav thought 
out similar theories. Men gain a hearing 


by. their ready wit and eloquence, but 


women must gain a hearing by the most 


careful reasoning end regard for truth. 
How glad I would hav been could I hav 
been present at the truth seeker’s 
congress to present my new ideas for 
further consideration; but circumstances 
forbade, so in agony of mind I exclaimed, 
«Is there not a friend who will take 
the trouble to bear the message for me?” 
All churches refuse me a hearing; all 
world’s people who hav been brought up 
under church teaching refuse me a hear- 
ing, and now, if the Freethinkers refuse 
me a hearing, my hard-earned pennyworth 
of reasoning ceaseth to be of any value in 
the world. Pa 2) 

My object in speaking at this time is to 
try and show how the churches, the world, 
and truth seekers hav come to be at such 
variance with each other. Truth seekers 
believe and say that all who allowthemselvs 
or their minds to besubject to church teach- 
ings are blind fools; while all those of 
church ideas believe and claim that Free- 
thinkers are the devil’s own, denying God 
and the Bible. Now, with such feelings 
toward each other and so much time being 
spent in telling the-e things about each 
other it leaves very little time to examin 
facts and principles carefully that we may 
find the truth in the warring systems and 
reach a common ground of good-will and 
harmony for the human family. Neither 
party is yet able to do the other, or itself, 
mieh real good. There is a saying that, 
‘ Blessed are the merciful, for they shall 
obtain mercy.” Another saying is, ‘‘ They 
who show no mercy shall receive no 
mercy.” 

The truth seeking party to do a truly 
good work must start right by finding out 
why the churches teach such false doctrins, 
deceiving and being deceived. Is it not 


tight here? The churches take the Bible 


to be an exact history of ancient individu- 
als and things; while, on the contrary, it is 
the exact history of all nations’ and all peo- 
ples’ spiritual beliefs, using the names of in- 
dividuals and things as figures of speech to 
represent the ruling minds in the human 
family. Thus the Bible may not be a 
book of fables and lies, as truth seekers 
suppose; but it is those who read and 
teach it as a history of literal events who 
make the fables and lies, by giving it an 
entirely false rendering. 

The clergy profess to be learned men of 
God, yet jump at conclusions without in- 
vestigating in order to learn whether 
their conclusions are true or false, saying 
that all must take the Bible to mean just 
as it reads, otherwise it would be ‘‘cavil- 
ing!” For instance, they begin at Gene- 
sis, and read that God made the world 
and all things thereto belonging in six days; 
then jump at the conclusion that the word 
God meansamagic man, having a form 
and voice like men, and doing very much 
as the genii of children’s fairy tales are 
represented to do, making a man out of 
literal dust, then blowing air from his 
own lungs into the mud man. Thus, say 
they, he became a living man in the like- 
ness of God. Time spent by the clergy 
for long ages in heedlessly rehearsing 
these sayings has kept them from learning 
how to read the scripture in a shorthand 
way so as to describe elements of mind, 
by giving figurativ illustrations, intended 
to show the belief and actions of a whole 
party or sect as if it were said and done by 
one person. Thus the word God implies 
good growing spirit of influence. The 
word man or dust implies a newly-made 
up element of ruling mind coming out 
from nature’s mind, of the earth earthy. 

Now, to prove that the Adam, who was 
called the first man, was not an individual 
person, as the clerg teach, we must ex- 
amin things carefully in this age to com- 
prehend how ruling elements of mind re- 
ceive form and voice extending over the 
earth, 

United teachings hav become as great 
and mighty trees in denominations; 

rounds of faith, said by the churches to 
be the only truly cultivated grounds giving 
peace and plenty, where the voice of God 
is heard walking around teachings called 
trees, in the present Eden, happiness. 

The reasoning voice of teaching in the 
New Testament being more than all the 
other twelve a ruling voice, was surnamed 
Paul, and taught reasoners in that age to 
compare spriritual things. Then why not 
do so in this age so as to get at the true 
knowledge of the nature and conditions of 
ruling elements of mind in past ages? 

So the serpent and disciplin, which is 
called woman, of the churches hav in the 
present Eden or grounds of faith nearly 
the make-up and nature which is repre- 
sented in Genesis. One writer for Tum 
TRUTH SEEKER said he was very sorry the 
foolish old Lord ever made the devil, thus 
proving that he has never studied into the 
nature of things. for it is much easier to 
jump at conclusions and make fun of 
others than delve for a solution of the 
story. A t g 

Any man, woman, or child in this age, 
who will stop to reason one hour, will ad- 
mit that there are many spirits of influ- 
ence--a test proves which is good or bad— 
not such spirits as churches pretend are 
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flying up in the air invisible to natural 
eyes. Churches say the old archangel, 
devil, is going about like a roaring lion, 
yet is invisible. Truth seekers may see 
and comprehend this old serpent to be the 
enemy of truth; this selfish, unreasoning 
influence, which has long been the light of 
men, is now being cast into fiery torment 
because its days are few. 

Churchesand clergy will wrangle, seethe, 
and foam out their burning hate toward 
all who dare expose the old idolized 
spirit of influence, firm in the belief 
that the fallen angel light is outside 
of their greatly beloved Eden grounds 
of faith. Now, in plain words, what is 
this deceiving spirit of influence that has 
so long roared with a loud voice to all to 
come and eat of the great teaching in the 
midst of the churches’ Eden grounds and 
be saved, learning there all truth? 

This roaring, deceiving spirit of influ- 
ence, called devil, is a false rendering of 
scripture, the light of the clergy and the 
churches who are fully determined that all 
the saved shall read and believe that the 
words of the Bible are to be taken in a 
literal instead of a spiritual sense. Most 
people who hav lived sixty years hav seen 
and heard of many who have become rav- 
ing lunatics by taking scripture in a literal 
sense, which has led to killing their own off- 
spring and other outrageous and shameful 
deeds. Is the Bible a mess of unmeaning, 
jumbled-up words? or is it heedless man- 
kind who read and teach it in a way to 
make so much trouble? 

Most of the truth seekers are clamoring 
loudly to hav the old mischief-msking 
book thrown away, saying it is only a mess 
of fables and lies, jumping at the conclu- 
sion that nature is God, making all things 
in its own time and order. Such ones hay 
never reasoned carefully on the matter, for 
nature is ever subject to good or bad in- 
fluences, which would make it a chance, 
changeable god, subject to all manner of 
influences. Now let truth seekers take the 
story of Christ, the second man-Adam, in 
a spiritual sense, contrary to the Jewish 
way which the churches follow; then the 
word Christ means the true light and voice 
of reasoning influence born into the world 
among unreasoning ones having the nature 
of stalled beasts, which eat only what 
others and nature provides for them; thus 
this figurativ language givs a perfect illus- 
tration of the ushering in of new light. 

A new and true element of mind called 
true man to become the true light of 
reasoning among all men. The mother of 
the new reasoning element was, and now 
is, a young, new disciplin, which could 
not then nor now be governed by the 
church’s old mother disciplin. Thus all 
Christendom of old mother disciplin in 
every age, when an entire new element of 
mind appears, seeks to kill it, shut it up, 
setting a seal upon truth or untruth; when 
it gets life again it is parted from sight by 
clouds in all minds made by false sets of 
reasoning. I beg of every truth-seeking 
man or woman to think carefully that you 
may know whether it is the shape of your 
animal body that constitutes true man or 
woman, or a true element of reasoning 
mind that must rule our animal natures, 
being rightly named spiritual man. 
Truth seekers are not half alive to the 
work begun; spending time laughing and 
jeering at churches instead of reasoning. 

For truth’s sake, please do not consign 
this production to the waste basket. Isit 
not of more consequence to the world than 
how many brothers and sisters children 
bav, and how many kittens and their 
names? I am a very great lover of chil- 
dren. but I wish them to learn to write 
and talk something useful. Soon as I can 
find time I will talk directly with them 
through Tur TRUTH SEEKER. I am sorry 
to giv you so much trouble to correct mis- 
takes in my writing, but I positivly cannot 
do better with every care heaped upon me 
calling for my attention and labor. 

Mrs. S. W. Smita. 


SURVEYORS, ATTENTION! 


A rare chance is offered fora survey or to get a 


TRANSIT CHEAP. 


We have one for sale, in good order, with 
Tripod, which cost $160. We will sell it for 
halfi«<priee—gg0. Address 

THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
AGENTS "Ai Rona 

CENT PROFIT 

and more, get sampie free, best- 
known goons in all America, Cor» 
sets, Belts, Brushes. Safety Razors. 
Unriers, Insoles, Plasters. and all our 
other popular goods. (Either sex. 


Address Dr, EO A. SCOTT, 
842 Broadway, N. Y. Citys 
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$75.00 to $250.00 “Yoxtuty 
working for B. ¥. JOHNSON & CO.,Richmond, Va. 


Spiritualism Sustained, 


FIVE LECTURES. 
By John R. Kelso, A.Ma 
12mo, cloth, $1.00. 
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A NEW BOOK.-AND A MOST ORIGINAL ONE.| Just Out.—25 Cents.—Five Copies for $1. 


The Creation of God. 


By DR. JACOB HARTMANN. 


An explanation of the origin of the God Idea, and the mental i 

of idols and the worship of them. rom the time of Terah’s pd ear ren to phie formation 

his banishment for heresy and blasphemy against the Chaldean idols, to Christ’s coming, the princi- 

pal characters are analyzed and shown to be human, by thought and deed. It is made plain that the 

Bing re he proper gusprin oF the thou E DE on a oA nal seer ea a pa 
en existin i i 

ing the peculiar politics of the day. & barbarism, ignorance, and superstition, constitut- 


CONTENTS IN DETAIL: 


The Universal Aspect. Elimination of Waste Substances, 


The Earth. In General. 
The Chemical Aspect. By the Lungs. 
The Sun. : By the Skin. 

s ; By the Kidneys. 
Genesis—The Creation. 


Digestion and Nutrition. 

The Elementary Substances. 

Alcohol and _ Its Effects on the System. 
The Soul—What Is It? 


F . The Mind. 
Sin and Salvation. 
The Ecclesiastical Kindergarten. 
Rational Review. 
Visions—Bible Dreams—Revelations. 
The Planetary Gods. 
Every Man His Own God. 
atewa n k 
Tables {Gatewave to Kno Tee ing. 
The Non Credo. 
Rules for Human Conduct. 
ILLUSTRATIONS. 


Map of the Intellectual Faculties—The Mind. 
Map of Theological Retrogression. 
Map of the Deluge and Garden of Eden. 


Thirty Chapters—Four Hundred and Thirty-two Pages 
Large 12mo. 


Genesis—The Garden of Eden. 

The Deluge. 

The Scriptural God—The Creation. 

The Creation of God—Abraham. 

Moses—Confirmation of the Idea of God, 

Samuel the Kingmaker. . 

God Save the King. 

Jehovah Takes a Rest. 

The End of National Life. 

The Christian Era. 

Organic Life— Vegetable. 

Organic Life—Animal. 
The Master ‘Tissues. 
The Muscular Tissues. 
The Nervous Tissues. 

Food and Food-Substances, 


In Cloth, $1; in Paper, 50 Cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


SABBATH - BREAKING. 


Origin of the Sabbatic Idea— 
The Jewish Sabbath—The 
Christian Scriptures and the 
Sabbath—-Eixamination of 
Sunday Arguments — Origin 
of the Christian Sabbath— 
Testimony of the Christian 
KFathers—The Sabbath dur- 
ing the Middle Ages—The 
Puritan Sabbath—Testimony 
of Christian Reformers, 
Scholars, and Divines—Abro« 
gation of Sunday Laws. 


—BY— 
. JOHN B. REMSBURG. 
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THE RESURRECTION OF JESUS 


AN AGNOSTIC’S VIEW. 


Contexts: The Christian Dogma of Salvation; The Christian’s Belief; Why Was 


the Resurrection a Secret Affair? The Age of a Story Does Not Prove Its Truth; 


Pil te’s Attempt to Save the Life of Jesus; Christ Before Herod; A New Indictment 


Against Jesus; Were the Guards Hired by the Priests? Pilate’s Motive for Secreting 


the Bod’; Matthew's Account of the Resurrection;.Why the Angel Sat on the Stone; 


Mary's Visit; Angels; Renan’s Theory; The Disciples Were Deceived; The Identifica- 


tion: The Ascension; Why Did Jesus Disappear? Other Strange Phenomena; The 


Chief Prie-ts Did Not Believe in Resurrection; What Became of the Roman Guards? 


The Origin of the Story; St. Paul’s Acrount: St. Pauls Conversion; A Modern 


Example; The Roman Governors and the Resurrection Story; The Testimony of 


Contemporaneous Writers; Miracle-Workers; Is the Resurrection Well Attested? 


Inspiration; Conclusion. . 


Price, cloth, 75 cents; paper, 40 cents. 
Addres THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York City. 
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The Fitness of Things in 
Nature (Teleology), 


“Write me no more fables, lest I be a fool and 


Foros and Matter, read the riddles awry.” 


Immortality of Matter, 


Innit of Matt > Brain and Mind 
Value of Matter,” Thought, ` By R, B. Westbrook, D.D., LL.B, 
Motion, Consciousness, 


Contents: The Whole Truth; Sacerdotalism 
Impeached; The Fabulous Claims of Judaism; 
Moses and the Pentateuch; Ancient Symbolism 
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A Liberal living in Michigan said once that he would give $25 & 
year to have the Crimes of Preachers recorded, as the treguent lapses 
of virtue of the ministers showed how little value Christianity 
possesses to make men moral. os 
We have just issued the Fourth Edition of the book doing this. 
The additions for this new edition of the 


““Crimes of Preachers” 


shows nearly 400 cases of ministerial conduct. While those in pre- 
vious editions show that within a few years about 


1300 MINISTERS HAVE BEEN GUILTY 


of one kind or another of criminal conduct. Most of the crimes 
are against women, for the fair sex are at once, the weakness and 
the strength of. the church—“ the church” meaning of course the W 

ergy. p ~ 

_ Notwithstanding the many additional pages, we have kept the LA\ 
price the same, 25 cents. Sénd for a copy, and confound the church. “=e 4 j 
men. Show them just what sors of scamps are the clergy who hav A 
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clused the World’s Fair on Sunday. because it is so holy a day that to look upon machinery oF 


paintings in this period is “ immoral.” 
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GOD AND HIS BOOK: eae 
When hi i Colonel Ingersoll wrote tothe author: ‘ You have earned the 
thanks of all who really tink” it isa work of vast, research, of Soung a ate at 
of sledgehammer vehemence, of scathing satire, of pa’ ; 
the heaviest fconoclastic broadsides ever fired at the Jewish God and the Bible. 4 


Cloth, gold letters, $1.25. : 
WOMAN: HER GLORY, HER SHAME, AND HER GOD. 


1 A u sus E et 
The Rev. Archdeacon Farrar said that “ Christianity elevated the woman; it shrouded 
as with a halo of sacred innocence the tender years of the child.” The object of Saladin’s work ~ 
is to show the arcbdeacon his error,and he has succeeded. English writer said of it: 
“This certainly 1s one of the most marvelous books ever issued from the press. The authori- 
ties cited are unquestionable, and the result is convincing.’ 
In two volumes, cloth, gilt lettered, $2.50. 


JANET SMITH: A PROMISCUOUS ESSAY ON WOMAN. 


This is one of the most delightful of Saladin’s books, a dissection of woman, with inci- 
dental tearing apart of man—caustic, sarcastic, yet philosophical withal, and permeated with 
a tender reverence tor woman and exalted opinion of what she is and should be. A merciless 
satire upon certain of the conveutional foibles of the day. full of facts, fancies, truths, rare 
touches of genius, and bursts of eloquence. Most of the satirical shafts aimed at the woman 
go past her and stick in the man-behind her, and it serves him about right. 


Cloth, uncut edges, gilt top, $1. 
CHRISTIANITY AND THE SLAVE TRADE. 


A condensation of the known facts upon this subject, proving that Christianity did not 
abolish but aided this infamous traffic in human beings. To which are added such comments 
as only Saladin can make. In paper, 80 cents. 


THE TRANSITION. . 


A consideration of the antagonism of the Bible and science, and of the question whether 
the ved or allegorical portions of the Christian Bible can be interpreted by modern science. 
n paper, 20 cents. ~~ 


ROSES AND RUE. 


Being Random Notes and Sketches. Some of its subjects are: A Last Interview with a 
Man of Genius; An Essay on Stirpiculture; Asceticism and Superstition; Capital Punishment; 
Poverty; Godin the Constitution; Bruno; Gods; Witchcraft, etc. This may be called Sala- 
din’s own book, for it is poetry in prose, and is one of the books that lovers of strong literatura 
like to read again and again. In cloth, gold- and silver-lettered, $1.50. 


LAYS OF ROMANCE. 


This book reminds one of Sir Walter Scott, being romantio, historio verse, aglow in every 
page with the energy of a true and high poetic genius. 
Cloth, gold-lettered, 75 cents. 


ISAURE and OTHER POEMS. 


The title poem is a story of intense passion, touchingly told. ‘The other twenty, poems 
are fresh, fragrant, thoughtful, and every verse pores the thinker, observer, and reformer. 
Every page glows with passion and throbs with life. 

, Cloth, gold-lettered, 75 cents. 


A FEARFUL FLOGGING. 


By one who endured it. Based upon a manuscript in the possession of Baladin 
n paper, 10 cents. 


THE AGONIES OF HANGING. 


Studies in Psychology. By one who was cut down from the gallows. Printed from manu: 
script in the hands of Saladin. In paper, 10 cents. 


WHIRLWIND SOWN and REAPED. 


: A short story of clerical crime and villainy founded on fact. Of this book the Open Cour: 
said: * This novel will command the same, or more, interest then Helen Gardener’s story. * Ir 
This Your Son, My Lord?’” In paper, 25 cents. 


THE CONFESSIONAL. 


Being an exposure of that infamous religious rite. Contents: Li. ‘iousness of the Pro- 
Reformation Church; Lechery of the Confessional; The Priest in Absc ‘on; Confessions ct 
the Escaped Nun; Extracts from Dens and Liguori; Examination of tı. Church’s Claim to 
have Fostered Learning; Her Atten pts at Continency, even more Ruinous than Her Self- 
Indulgence; The Relative Criminal Statistics-of Catholicism and Protestantism 


paper, 25 cents. 6 
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HAND-BOOK 


OF 


FREETH OUGHT. 


By W. S. BELL. 


Containing in condensed and systematized form 
vast amount of evidence against the superstitious doc- 
p trines of Christianity. As a book of reference and aid 
to all truth seekers it is invaluable. Its classification 
g 3 of subjects makes it a hand-book. As Ingersoll said'of 
it enables somebody in every village to “corner the parson.” Its wide 
all the disputed points between Christianity and Freethought. Price 
e88 HE TRUTH SEEKER. 


of Reason,” 
variety of subjects include 
cloth, 81; paper, 50 cents. 
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Book Notes. 


“ Pleasure and Progress,” by Albert M, 
Lorentz, LL.B., is the title of a volume in 
which the author attempts to prove that 
the pursuit of pleasure is indispensable to 
the highest intellectual, moral, and social 
development of mankind. While his ar- 
guments are not always conclusiv, there is 
ample food for thought and reflection in 
much that he places before his readers. 
Issued in The Truth Seeker Library 
series, by The Truth Seeker Company, 28 
Lafayette place, New York.—Banner of 
Light. . 


“ Pen Pictures of the World’s Fair,” by 
Samuel P. Putnam, with map and illustra- 
tions of the buildings. Price, 25 cents. 
Truth Seeker Company, 28 Lafayette 
place, New York. It is too late to recom- 
mend this pamphlet as a guide for World’s 
Fair visitors, though we found it useful in 
directing us to many interesting exhibits 
that might otherwise have been missed, 
but for those who were not able to ‘‘ take 
in” that great af-fair, Putnam’s ‘‘Pen 
Pictures” are even more useful than to 
the visitor, for it givs them a very in- 
stractiv account of the world’s propress as 
there exhibited. The actual trip most 
persons found very tiresome, but there is 
no tired feeling possible—exhilaration, 
rather—in reading about it in Putnam’s 
breezy style.—Foote’s Health Monthly. 

“Woman, Church and State; A Histori- 
eal account of the Status of Woman 
through the Christian Ages; with remi- 
niscences of the Matriarchate.” By Ma- 
tilda Joslyn Gage. Crown 8vo, 556 pages, 
cloth, $2; half leather, $3. Mrs. Gage is 
widely and favorably known as a writer 
and platform speaker upon slavery and 
woman suffrage, and had a hand in pre- 
paring the great ‘‘ History of Woman Suf- 
frage” with Mrs. Stanton and Miss An- 
thony. Now she has completed a histori- 
cal work of her own, which is no doubt 
“‘ the effort of her life,” and one of which 
she may be proud. It concerns a phase of 
“the woman question ” which we do not 
attempt to discussin the Health Monthly, 
not . because it is unimportant, by any 
means, but because we cannot cover the 
whole field, and so prefer to devote our 
space, as far as woman is concerned, 
mainly to her relations to human re- 
generation. Those who want to know all 
about the status of woman, past and pres- 
ent, will find Mrs. Gage’s book indispensa- 
ble.—Foote’s Health Monthly. 


PLEASURE AND Progress. By Albert M. 
Lorentz, LL.B, Cloth, $1; paper, 50 
cents. 

Here we hav philosophy up to date, the 
advance word of the progressiv thinker; 
nota dry, abstruse discourse, but a common 
sense essay in plain words upon the con- 
duct of life, and all illustrated with such 
an abundance of anecdote and metaphor 
as add real entertainment to solid instruc- 
. tion. This is an important book, striking 
at superstition and unreasonable tradition, 
and upholding individual liberty in de- 
fiance of governmental law and social cus- 
tom. 

After reading this book one feels that 
the author will never be able to write 
another, for he has put all his life and 
knowledge into this one. Every page 
bristles with points; there is no padding 
or filling in, no mere literary embellish- 
ment; but clean-cut apothegms abound 
and every line is dictated by hard-headed 
common sense. 

The author states that the pursuit of 
pleasure is every man’s aim. Food, com- 
fort, and love are the chief sources of ma- 
terial pleasure; memory and imagination 
minister to ideal joy, and friendship and 
public opinion giv social delight. How to 
secure these is the question which is treated. 
In answering it a rapid sketch is given of 
the development of society from the 
savage state, and the conclusion reached 
is that individual sovereignty is the con- 
dition precedent to progress and happiness. 
The author denounces all forms of church 
control and government regulation of pri- 
vate concerns or commercial intercourse. 
He is opposed to public schools, protectiv 
tariff, indissoluble marriage, and devotes 
a section to what must be called a diatribe 
against Socialism. Most Socialists will 
agree with his denunciations, and will tell 
him that he has put the wrong name on 
the evils he rails against, and they will 
turn the tables on him when they find at 
the end of the book that his grand panacea 
for economic ills is the application of State 
Socialism to distribution. i 

He would hav the government establish 
large warehouses and be the wholesale dis- 
tributor, paying out and receiving the 
money or receipts for the goods. This 
proposal, coming after a book full of pro- 
test against governmental action beyond a 
limited sphere, is rather startling. The 
author may hav to write another book af- 
ter all to explain the logic of his remedy. 

But apart from this the book is a mag- 
nificent plea for individual liberty, and it 
is seldom that such serious questions are 
treated in so entertaining a manner and 


decided so fully in accord with the most 
advanced conclusions of rational thought. 
The main teaching of the book is found in 
these sentences: ‘‘Sane men always en- 
deavor to pursue the course that is in their 
judgment most consonant to their happi- 
ness.” ‘‘ Society has no pretext for inter- 
fering in conduct that affects only its au- 
thor.” ‘‘ Laws that protect and promote 
individual sovereignty alone deserve and 
receive respect from the best minds of the 
world.” Rozgr. C. ADAMS, 


“Abraham Lincoln: Was He a Chris- 
tian?” By John E. Remsburg. New 
York: Truth Seeker Company, 28 Lafay- 
ette place. 

Mr. Remsburg has done hbis task well. 

The question whether Lincoln was a 
Christian is an old one, and its chronic 
revival is one of the proofs of the 
power of a church, a clergy, a creed, to 
keep a delusion alive. -The unbelief of 
Lincoln was perfectly well known to thou- 
sands of well-informed Americans of his 
own day. The assertion of his essential 
orthodoxy, resting largely on the trumped- 
up testimony cited by Dr. Holland (the 
pietist who, while editor of Scribner’s 
Magazine, refused to insert any contribu- 
tion from Walt Whitman), in his ‘‘ Life of 
Lincoln,” was conclusivly overthrown for 
all judicial readers by the counter- 
testimony cited in ‘‘Lamon’s Life.” No 
case of the kind was ever more decisivly 
settled as regards the weight and balance 
of evidence. .But in a case of this kind 
there are two great forces of delusion to 
be reckoned with: First, the general inca- 
pacity of religious people to form a sound 
opinion on a question. of evidence; second, 
the self-interest of the religious bodies, 
operating through their professiona. 
mouthpieces, the clergy. 

On the first head, we are making no 
mere partisan assertion. The fact that re- 
ligious. people in the mass are less well 
qualified to judge of evidence than unbe- 
lievers in the mass, is just as true as that 
Christians in the mass are better educated 
than Mohammedans. The ‘‘fidel’”? mind 
generally sets out with so strong a pre- 
disposition to believe what it would like 
to- believe, that it can rarely attain 
the self-denial of- abandoning even the 
disproved. A man may indeed remain 
nominally orthodox while exercising crit- 
ical judgment on points where the ortho- 
dox mind is usually uncritical. Thus 
Dean Milman was able to see the utter un- 
likelihood of, as well as the lack of valid 
evidence for, the story of the dying Julian 
crying, ‘‘ Galilean, thou hast conquered,” 
where the average curate or archdeacon 
accepts the legend without hesitation; 
and Newman, so systematically credulous 
in so many cases, seems to hav disbelieved: 
in this. But these were exceptional re- 
ligionists; the ordinary Christian believes 
every story he hears about Infidel death- 
beds and the piety of eminent statesmen, 
and Holland’s story in proof of Lincoln’s 
religiosity, though on the face of it un- 
sound for any good judge of human 
nature, passes current easily with the 
church-going multitude. As for the mo- 
tiv to its circulation, we must not assume 
that all those who pass it on in the knowl- 
edge that it is disputed are unscrupulous, 
There is a kind of amiable sentiment in 
many unintellectual believers which makes 
them quite honestly delight in assuring 
themselvs that a given unbeliever was 
“practically a good Christian.” Many 
clerics and laymen now speak in this way 
of Mr. Bradlaugh, in some cases, it may 
be, the same people who once vituperated 
him. The uncritical Christian cannot 
realize that his creed-name is not in itself 
complimentary. In this way many Ameri- 
cans keep up the false idea about Lincoln 
when they merely mean to say that he be- 
haved as they think a good Christian 
should behave. But there is no forgetting 
the farther fact that hundreds of Chris- 
tian partisans go on vending the worthless 
evidence adduced by Dr. Holland in the 
same spirit in which he adduced it—a 
spirit which is rightly to be described as 
the negation of intellectual rectitade. 

A book like Mr. Remsburg’s, however, 
must needs break down the delusion to a 
very great extent. He goes about the 
question in an orderly and straightforward 
way, citing all the evidence and comparing 
and analyzing it like a judge summing-up. 
It is a book that must convince ninety- 
nine fairly reasonable men out of every 
hundred, whatever their religious beliefs, 
if only they will read it through, Now 
and then, perhaps, he cites a story away 
from the main point, which does not 
sound quite credible or accurate, as that 
in which certain pietists are described 
(p. 246) as asking Lincoln to withdraw a 
clergyman’s official appointment because 
he taught that even rebels might be 
“sayed.” It is hard to believe that even 
bigots would openly advance such a plea. 
But Mr. Remsburg’s handling of the main 
problem is always satisfying. He deals 
with all the dozens of reckless assertions 
as to Lincoln’s having latterly become a 
believer—assertions which for the most 
part promptly destroy each other—and 

leaves it perfectly clear that not only was 


Lincoln never an adherent of a Christian 
church (this is admitted all round), but he 
never accepted the Christian creed /urther 
than to hold by some form of Deism. And 
even his Deism seems to hav been substan- 
tially very much of the kind seen in those 
rationalists who say ‘*God bless you” be- 
cause the phrase has a certain classic 
flavor of friendly sentiment about it. 
Practically, he was an Atheist; and some 
who knew him describe him as coming 
at times close to the theoretical position. 
The mass of the stories to the contrary— 
all of them going to make out that Lincoln 
was fool enough to keep secret a conver. 
sion which it would hav been very advan- 
tageous to him to make publicly known— 
leave a strong impression of the abundance 
alike of imbecility and untruthfulness 
among believing Christians. , 
One effect of Mr. Remsburg’s boos will 
probably be to set some of the the more 
astute champions of orthodoxy protesting 
that it matters nothing to the truth of 
Christianity whether Lincoln was a be- 
liever or not. Nor does it any more than 
the orthodoxy of Newman or Gladstone. 
But the vogue of Christianity depends 
immeasurably less on the arguments for 
its truth than on the amount of popular 
feeling to which it can appeal, and for the 
champions of popular Christianity it is 
practically a very serious matter that a 
great and adored democratic statesman, 
who contrived to settle one of the most 


desperate political difficulties of modern 


times, did his work on a basis of rational- 
ism, and rejected the popular creed as 
absurd. His orthodoxy would only 
slightly and indirectly affect rationalism, 
since rationalists mostly become so on 
grounds of conviction and not of authority 
or example; but his rationalism is a 
serious blow to the credit of orthodoxy, 
which retains so much of its vogue by 
mere appeals to authority and example. 
Hence the persistent attempt to bolster up 
an utterly false case for Lincoln’s Chris- 
tianity. 

This may be said without wholly indors- 
ing the estimate put upon Lincoin by Mr. 
Remsburg, who finally pronounces him 
‘the gentlest, purest, noblest character in 
human history.” This outgoes even the 
poetic panegyric of Walt Whitman, and, 
said in prose, it can still less pass with 
critical people as a judicial verdict. But 
no good judge of character who reads 
Lincoln’s life can miss recognizing in him 
aman of extraordinary strength of char- 
acter, admirable soundness of practical 
judgment, and rare administrativ power, 
combined with qualities of chivalry and 
goodness which amply suffice to account 
for the affectionate superlativs of his coun- 
trymen.—London National Reformer. 


MONEY FOUND. 


Brought Into the 
Absolutely Reliable Qov- 
ernment Banks Established in 
the Interest of and Owned 
by the Whole People. 


By HON. THOMAS E. HILL, 


of “ Hill’s Manual of Social and Business Forms,” 
“The Hill Banking System,” and other 
works of great service to the world. 


Professor Hill has given several years of care- 
ful study to the elaboration of a system of sound 
money, that may fit immediately into present 
methods of doing business and be easily intro- 
duced and universally adopted. | 

This book is “just in time,” is an absolutely 
original kook from the beginning to the end, is a 
good-sized volume in clear type, and is the clear- 
est exposition of money, uses of money, causes of 
woney panics and remedies for the same, ever 
published. Orders are rapidly coming in and we 
want yours. Send twenty-five cents tor copy. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


THE BOOK THAT STARTED THE REFER- 
ENDUM MOVEMENT. 


DIREGT LEGISLATION 


| By the Citizenship through the 


Initiative and Referendum, 


By J. W. SULLIVAN. 
Price, 25 cents. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


BRAIN =» BIBLE: 
THE CONFLICT BETWEEN MENTAL SCENE 


AND THEOLOGY. 
By EDCAR C. BEALL, M.D., 


with a preface by 
R. G. INGERSOLL. 


This is the only work of its kind in the litera- 
ture of Freethongbt. Its arguments are based 
upon scientific phrenology, and_ appeal directly 
to the reader’s se.se of logic and love of Justice. 
It is eloquent as well as convincing. 


Price, cloth, $1. dreis 
Bees THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Jot for Parsons. 


Miss Hicxs: How did you like going to 
church? Dick Hivks: Awfully funn”! 
Miss Hicks: What was ‘‘awfully funny” ? 
Dick Hicks: The felly what played the 
organ, an’ all the old monkeys going 
around after pennies,— Puck. . 


Miss Lavra: O auntie! You remember 
Mr. Meeker, who went from here as a mis- 
sionary? I hav just heard that those awful 
cannibals ate him. Aunt Sophrina: La, 
me! I do hope they cooked him with 
turnips. The poor, dear man. was so fond 
of turnips.— Tit-Bits. 


Crrereyman: Is it true, Miss Ruth, that 
you said my last Sunday’s sermon bored 
you? Miss Ruth (with a little gasp): Oh 
my, no! Goodness, gracious, no! I said 
that it—er—penetrated my very soul. 
Isn’t it strange how people will miscon- 
strue things?— Truth. 


Tue Browns hav a daughter who has 
been brought up with a due respect for the 
clergy. The other night the minister was 
coming to tea. She was carefully in- 
structed as to her behavior; she was to 
say nothing unless addressed; she was to 
speak with the utmost politeness when 
spoken to; if it became absolutely neces- 
sary for her to ask a question, she must do 
it in the most respectful manner. Ali 
these injunctions she carefully obeyed un- 
til the festiv meal was nearly over. Then 
she fixed her solemn eyes on the guest and 
said: ‘‘ Dr. Blank, for Christ’s sake, please 
pass me the butter.” —N. Y. World. ` 


A youne girl in Miskolez, Hungary, 
pretended to see the holy virgin daily, and 
to converse with her. Her mother en- 
couraged the pious, who brought presents, 
and when the priests interfered the ex- 
cited crowd threatened to ill-treat them. 
Some days ago the would-be saint lay in a 
coffin, Her mother told everybody that 
the virgin had told her to die and she 
would resuscitate her on the third day. 
There was terrible excitement in the place, 
and thousands prepared to wait the pre- 
scribed three days in prayer and fasting. 
The local authorities came with a doctor 
to put a stop to the scandalous affair. In 
the presence of the crowd the doctor said: 
‘It is very serious that she died so sud- 
denly. We must hava post-mortem ex- 
amination.” Immediately the young saint 
sat up in her coffin, crying: ‘‘Oh, don’t 
cut me up! Ican be resuscitated imme- 
diately.”— Argonaut. 


A OERTAIN minister’s sermons were a 
patchwork from numerous authors to 
whom he gave no credit. On one occasion 
there was a half-drunken wag in the sudi- 
ence who had read pretty much every- 
thing, and he announced the authors as 
the minister went on. The clergyman ` 
gave an extract, without any credit to the 
author, and the man in the. audience 
cried out: ‘‘That’s Jeremy Taylor.” The 
speaker went on and gave an extract fri m 
another author, without credit for it. and 
the man in the audience said: ‘*That’s 
John Wesley.” The minister gave an ex- 
tract from another author; without credit 
for it, and the man in the audience said: 
“That’s George Whitfield.” When the 
minister completely lost his patience and 
excitedly cried out, ‘“‘Shut up, you old 
fool!”, the man in the audience replied: 
‘That is your own.”— Worthington’s 
Magazine. 


“ Speaking of religion,” said a promi- 
nent merchant who came out of a big 
church yesterday, ‘‘my folks hav a sub-. 
lime faith in the efficacy of prayer. One 
night my little girl, who is about a dozen 
years old, reminded mo that she needed a 
pair of new shoes to complete her Sunday 
costume. I was interested in my news- 
paper, and made some badgering remarks 
about the duty of children to wear 
brogans at $1 a pair, and gave her a dollar. 
She went away without a word, a fact that 
surprised me, because I expected her to 
protest. But presently she came back and 
sid: ‘Papa, I’ll match you for another 
dollar—heads I win, tails you lose.’ The 
proposition nearly knocked me off my 
chair. I looked across the room at her 
mother, a devout woman, from whom I 
expected an emphatic lecture. She, how- 
ever, was paying no attention, and so I 
said: ‘Don’t you know it’s wrong to 
gamble? Where on earth did you hear of 
matching dollars?’ ‘Oh, I found out,’ was 
her evasiv answer. ‘Will you match me?’ 
Well, you know me, I don’t take any 
bluffs like that, so I out with a silver dol- 
lar and laid it on my knee, The child was 
about to follow suit, when she hesitated, 
drew back, and then went to her mother 
and said, with much solemnity: ‘Mamma, 
pray forme. I must hav another dollar.’ 
Her mother only smiled in a deprecatory 
way. Then she came back and said: 
‘Now, papa, heads I win, tails you lose.’ 
And dodburn it all, I did lose, sure 
enough, and the child looked me in the 
face and said: ‘N ow, papa, you see what 
praying will do.’”—St, Louis Republic, 
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Gems of Bhought. | 


THERE are reformers who never think 
it worth while to work at their trade them- 
selvs.—Ram’s Horn. 


Foroz has never secured true followers 
of the church, and law never made morals. 
True reforms hav come from a power in 
the reform itself that secured conviction 
in its justice and necessity, of which this 
Sunday closing movement seems entirely 
lacking. In the building of one good, care 
should be taken that others are not torn 
down.—Summerville News. 


Ir you would wait to speak the truth 
until you can replace the old decaying for- 
mula by a completely elaborated system, 
you must wait forever; for the system can 
never be elaborated until its leading prin- 
ciples hav been boldly enunciated. Re- 
construct, it is said, before you destroy. 
But you must destroy in order to recon- 
struct. The old husk of dead faith ‘is 
pushed off by the growth of living beliefs 
below. —Leslie Stephen, 


Bor were the middle ages less cruel 
than Pawnees, Hebrews, Romans, or As- 
syrians? Obviously the medizval tort- 
ures inflicted on political prisoners, 
witches, and heretics were as nefarious 
as any known to ancient or savage con- 
querors. Nothing is changed but the 
victims. Then you find Covenanters 
torturing witches, Episcopalians in Eng- 
land or Scotland torturing Jesuits, wiz- 
ards, or Catholics at large. You find 
Covenanters burning naughty little boys 
alive; you find William and Mary just 
as ready with the ‘‘boot” as James II. 
was. Then the burning of witches slowly 
dies out as the educated class becomes 
skeptical.—Andrew Lang. 


Bor the supposed divine origin of plants 
and animals is not the only theological 
error that evolution has exposed. It has 
destroyed other fictions that were for 
centuries promulgated by the church. In 
our youth we were taught by pious per- 
sons, not only that man was specially 
created, but that he appeared at first in a 
state of perfection. The consensus of 
opinion which now obtains among scien- 
tists is expressed by Mr. Herbert Spencer 
thus—That life, under all its forms, has 
arisen by an unbroken evolution, and 
through natural causes alone. Investiga- 
tions hav also shown that in early stages 
of humanity man was less perfect than he 
is to-day, and that his history has been 
one of progression, not retrogression.— 
Charles Watts. 


OF course it will be readily seen that to 
exempt any class of property from taxa- 
tion, to that extent adds to the taxes of the 
balance of the property. Why should the 
man who does not go to any church be made 
to pay heavier taxes because of the exist- 
ence of the churches? It will not do to 
say that the churches make possible the 
peaceful government of the community, 
and thus repay the non-churchman for his 
tax. Thatis not a satisfactory nor a valid 
argument, for the law abiding citizen is 
not native to ‘any particular church, nor 
to church circles. He is found as fre- 
quently in proportion to population out- 
side as: inside the churches. It is very 
evident that he is taxed -not for a general 
purpose but for a special purpose, and 
that, too, in the interests of a sect whose 
tenets he may not hold.— Minneapolis 
Progressiv Age. 


Ir is now abundantly clear that the 
Christian religion was one among a num- 
ber of competing religions of the East, 
which became popular among the slaves 
and lower classes of the Mediterranean 
world towards the decline of the Roman 
empire; and Christianity was the winner in 
the race for the mastery of the world, just be- 


cause it embraced and synthesized in itself 


so many separate elements of many other 
popular creeds and superstitions. But in 
displacing the civilized religions of Greece 
and Rome, it brought with it into Europe 
various ideas properly belonging to a lower 
and Asiatic stage of culture. It brought 
with it the ugly practice of burial, in place 
of the sane and wholesome practice of cre- 
mation. It brought with it the vulgar 
Jewish conception of resurrection, in place 
.of the elevated though erroneous Platonic 
idea of immortality. It brought with it 
the hateful oriental notions of asceticism 
and repression, in place of the graceful 
and artistic Greek ideals of happiness, 
beauty, and equal development. .By means 
of these false notions it has retarded the 
progress of the world for at least half a 
dozen centuries; and it is still doing its 
best to retard the progress of the world in 
future. But the forces which tend towards 
civilization are growing at last too strong 
for it, and reason and common-sense are 
beginning to overthrow the domination of 
the ascetic oriental creed of unwholesome 
rere and unnatural repression.— Grant 
en. 


Abraham Lincoln: 
For fifteen years Mr. Remsburg has been collecting material for his work, He presents 


an array of testimony 


cabinet; his principal biographers, and scores of his mosti timate friends. 


Revised and Enlarged ; 
As & Missionary Document it is unexcelled. Amor. the subjects considered by Mr. 
hurch and Morality; Criminal Statistics 
Civilization; the Chi C 
Church and the Antislavery Reform; 


False Claims. 


Remsburg are: The 
oners in tke penitentiaries; the Church and 
and Learning; the Church and Liberty; the 
Rights Movement; the Temperance 
singly; 75 cents per dozen. 


Bible Morals. 


Scripture; 


tion; Injustice to Woman; 
Cannibatism; | 
rance and Idiocy; 

on larger quantities. 


bscenity. 


Sabbath-Breaking. This is the best 


ever written on the Sabbath from a rational point of view. Large 


question, is discussed under the foilowing 
sabbath; the Christian Seri 

Origin, of the Christian Sab 
the Middle Ages; 
Divines; Abrogation of Sunday Laws. 


Image Breaker. 
believer; Paine and Wesley; Christian 
doz., 40 cents. 


Thomas Paine. 
delineates the leading traits 
aspersions cast upon it. £ 
of Man,” and “ Age of Reason,” are given; 
one hundred noted persons of Buro 
work. Second edition, 160 pages, prin 
handsome steel portrait of Paine. 


The Apostle of Liberty. . 
An address delivered in Paine Hall, 
29, 1884. Price, 10 cents. 


For all the above works address 


THE 


Truth Seeker Library. 


Published Monthly at $3 per Year. 
Issues oF 1891.—$3. 


Price. 
Truth Seeker Annual, 1891......+-seeeseeessees $0 25 
Men, Women, and Gods. Gar- 
Or) eee reer es ae 
The Age of Reason. us- 
Än trated; . 235 
swers to n- 
Nett. seesueespor ee cee 25 
Christian Absurdities. John Peck... <.. 20 
Victor Hugo’s Oration on Voltaire............ 10 
The Crisis. Thomas Paine. Illustrated. .... 40 
Sabbath Breaking. John E, Remsburg...... . 25 
Travels in Faith from Tradition to Rea- 
Bon. Robert C. Adamsg........+.seeceeee 25 
Strike of a Sex. George N. Miller............ 25 
My Religious Experience. Samuel P. Put- %5 
TAM. eres cegeascces ee aesnoetiri kerr SEIS 
The Higher Criticism in Theology and Re- 
ligion. T. E. Longshore 50 
Issvzs oF 1892.—$3. 
Infidel Death-Beds. G. W. Foote............. 25 
Rights pr Man. Thomas Paine. Ilust 46 
OG ves secs dcssie Seisis’e te cuisiens Gdasiasee els 
Was Christ Crucified? Austin Bierbowe: 10 
Pulpit, Pew, and Cradle. Helen 
... dener 10 
Bible Morals. John E.Remsburg.... 25 
Awful Disclosures of Maria Monk.... ... 50 
Pocket Theology. _Voltaire.....sseessse eseese 25 
Why Dont God Kill the Devil? M. Bab- i 
PT A E E A 
Liberty in Literature. _Testimoniąl to 
alt Whitman, with Funeral Address. 
By Col. Robert G. Ingersoll.........++-.+ 25 
Six Lectures on Astronomy. Richard A. 
Proctor... .sessecceccccsccccccccvacssoeee 15 
Candle From 
Hart.........- a ssi 40 
The Holy Bible Abridge: 30 
False Claims o 
Remsbur®.......ccccsccsssscesecsees cessa 10 
Issues oF 1893.—$3. 
Thomas. Paine Vindicated- Col. Robert 
G. Ingersoll 15 
The Creation of 
50 
26 
40 
50 
25 
16 
50 
trated. : 25 
Common Sense. Thomas Paine.............. 15 
Examination of Prophecies. Thos. Paine.. 15 


Albert M. Lorentz, 
Booe oresse ierocim winice ss 50 


During the year, other standard Freethought 
works will be published and sent to subscribers 
as they appear. | ; 

Yearly subscribers at $3 receive all the numbers 
published in one year. In ordering please say 
which year is desired. . 

Single numbers sold at prices quoted. 

THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Place. New York. 


GHOST OF ST. JOHNS. 


By M. BABCOCE Price. 150ts. 


REMSBURG’S 


Was He A Christian? 


that is irresistible and overwheuming, i 
at rest forever. In addition to the testimony of twenty winmesses who claim that Lincoln wa 
a Christian, and which is reviewed and refuted, he adduces the testimon 
dred witnesses in proof of the claim that Lincoln was not a Christian. 3 
his wife and other relatives; his three law Partners; his private secretaries; 


eform; 


Twenty Crimes 
I Falsehood and Deception; Cheating; T 
tion; Murder; Wars of Conquest and Extermination 

nkindness to Children; 
Slavery; Witchcraft; Polygamy; 1! 
Prica, single copies, 


tures and the Sabbath; 
ath; Testimony of the 
ges; the Puritan Sabbath; Testimon j 
Price, 25 cents; 6 copies $1. 


Six Lectures: 


Decline of Faith; Protestant Intolerance; 
i Sabbath. Eac 


Tells the story of the Author-Hero’s Life, 


of his character and 
Choice extracts from * Cc C 
also, tributes to Paine’s character from more than 


e and America, many o 
ed on fine tinted 
Paper, 50 cents; 


bef.rethe N. E. Freethinkers’ Convention, January 


JOHN E. 


WORKS. 


and which must put this question 

of more than a bun- 
hese witnesses include 
members of his 


showing the creeds of the pris- 
Church and Science; the Church 
he Woman's 


the Church and the Republic. Price, 10 cents 


and Vices Sanctioned by 
Theft and Robbery; Adultery and Prostitu- 

;, Despotism; Thtolerance and Persecu- 
Oruelty to Animals; Human Sacrifices; 
Poverty and Vagrancy; Igno- 


ntemperance; 
' Special discount 


25 cents; 6 copies, 81. 


and most thorough work 
and handsome print. The 
heads: Origin of the Sabbatic Idea; the Jewish 

xamination of Sunday Arguments; 
Christian Fathers; the Sabbath during 
of Christian Reformers, Scholars, and 


Washington an Unbeliever; Jefferson an Un- 
5 cents; bound, paper, 25 cents; per 


genius, and vindicates his name from the 
Common Sense,” * American Crisis,” * Right. 


f them written expressly for this 
aper, neatly bound, and containing a 
cloth, 75 cents. 


TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 
THW y 28 Lafayette rlace, New York- 


HOLY CROSS SERIES. 


The Popes and Their Doings. Biograph- 
ical sketches of the most noted of these vicars 
rist and vicegerents of God,showing what 
they have done, and what kindof men they were. 
It contains very plain statements,in very un- 
varnished language, and the unmasking is com- 
lete, proving them to have been cruel, in- 
riguing, and licentious men. Considering the 
rapid growth of Catholicism in this country, 
this book cannot be too widely disseminated. 
Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


The Awfnl Disclosnres of Maria Monk, 
as exhibited in a narrative of her sufferings dur- 
ing her residence of five years as a novice, and 
two years as_a black nun, in the Hotel Dieu 
Nunnery, at Montreal. Perhaps not any anti- 
Catholic book published has created more ex- 
citement, and had such a circulation as this 
work. To counteract its effects the Catholics 
circulated a story that Maria Monk was “no 
better than she should be,” but inyestigation 
disclosed that her “child of shame” was none 
other than the child of her priest-seducer. 
Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth 75 cents. 

Auricnlar Confession and Popish Nun- 
neries. By Wm. Hogan, for twenty-five 
years a confessing priest. A revelation of the 
licentious practices of the priests and nuns in 
these religious brothels, There is no question 
that Ex-priest Hogan knew the trath of the 
tales of vice, seduction, and infanticide he gives 
in this volume, and equally there is no question 
that if the people generally knew of them, Ca- 
tholicism would not be given the vast amounts 
of money now allowed it by our various city 
governments. Price, paper, 50 cents, cloth, 75 


cents. : x 
The Priest in Absolution, A Review of 
the system of auricular confession, including 
copious extracts from the “Confessional Un- 
masked,” from the “Master Key to Popery,” 
ete. The work is a protest agains und an appeal 
to every American citizen to examine carefully 
and thoughtfully a religions system so invasive 
of privacy, so powerful for evil in licentious 
hands,so fraught with danger to female mod- 
esty, to the ingenuous openness of youth. 
and to the freedom of thought, speech, and 
action. Price. paper, 25 cents. 


Priestly Celibacy Exposed. A lecture by 
the Rey. Geo. Townsend Fox, of Durham, Eng- 
land. Revised American edition, showing the 
result in parishes of the Roman decree that 
priests shall not mary. Price, paper, 16 cents. 

Sister Lucy and Her Awful Disclosures 
Respecting New Hall Convent, Bore- 
ham, Essex, England. Showing that convents 
are inimical to chastity, virtue, and freedom. 
Price, paper, 10 cents. 

THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Place. New York City. 


STU ina Jfutshell. 


By ASA AUGER. 


A condensation of the fundamental arguments 
against Christianity. 


A Very Good Little Missionary Work. 


Address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Price, 15 cents. 
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j Will bẹ sent for $4.50. The 
2.75 Pin and THE TRUTH 
EEKER one year for $5. 


Ingersoll Souvenir Spoon 


THE TRUTH SEEKER 


ONE YEAR, 
Will be sent for $4.75. Sugar Spoons and TRUTH 
BERKER, $5. Hither kind (Tea or Sugar) Spoon 
gilt bowl, 50c. more, 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


And STEREOPTICONS, alt prices, Views iustrating 

every subgecct for PUBLIC EXHIBITIONS, eto. 
OP Aprofitable business fora man with a small capital. Also, 
ome Amusement. 250 page Catalogue fres. 


Lanterns for p 
MCALLISTER, Mg. Opticians, 49 Nassau Ste, NeYr 
13 cow39 


CHOLERA, DIPHTHERIA, Dysentery 
Piles, Quinsy, Catarrh. The Antidote for $1. 
Agents wanted. Dr. G.H. MILLER, 2,333 Hicory 
street. St. Louis, Mo., former address 1,441 South 
Twelfth street, Denver, Col. 2028 


pater dtc aah thant SO A, 
ROBERT H. INGERSOLL & BRO., 
65 CORTLANDT ST., NEW YORK CIT) 
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«Otto Wettstein” WATCH, 


Perfected, new model, 16 jewels, full adjustec 
to heat, cold, and position. beautiful double sunk 


case. 
soli 


jewels, $9; ditto, adjusted, $11; ditto, 17 jewels, 
$15. Ín finer cases, add as above. 

Ladies’ American Gold Watches.—All 
latest styles. in plush cases; best filled, 7 jewels 
$14; 11 jewels, $15.60; 15 jewels, $20; 14 carat sod 

old, $10 more. Heavier, more elaborate, and 

jiamond-set cases, from $5 to $100 more. 
_ All watches sent with written guarantee, kept 
in order 1 year, and after that time cleaned tor $1 
and returned free. R 

Sundries.— Lower grade nickel watches, $5. 
$4, and $3. Best spectacles, $1; best razor, $2; 
best triple-plated teaspoons, $1.80; table spoons, 
$3.60; knives, $1.75; forks, $1.75; all for sets of 6. 
Solid silver spoons, $1.35 per ounce; solid silver 
souvenir spoons, $1, $1.:5, $1-50, 84 to 83. 

Tine Colonel Ingersoll.—Tea, $2.50; orange, 

2.75; sugar, $3; gilt bowls, 50 cents more 

tched (teas only): ; 

“Tne Time to be Happy is Now,” 
50 cents extra. i 

The Torch of Reason Badge, solid gold, 
enameled in 5 colors, small pins, $2, $2.75, and 
$3.50. With diamonds, 85, $8. Large, $3. 84, 5, 
$15. Charms, $3, $4, $5, $6, $7.50, $10, B15 $20, 830. 

Diamonds, 20 per cent. below market price. 
Send for price lists, cards in colors and go. d of 
badge, tracts, etc., tree. Ail goods prepaid (ex- 
cept knives and forks) and cash refunded at op- 
tion. Watch cleaned $1, ana returned free. 

OFTO WETTSTEIN, Rochelle. Il. 

P.S.—The “Ingersoll Souvenir Spoon” free 

with every $20 order. 5 with $100 order. 
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HOTED SPECIALIST, 
For Men Only, 


Is a physician of a wide and extensive practice, 
and his remedies are of the best. The Doctor 
treats all those peculiar diseases of young and 
middle-aged men, as the result of youthful errors 
and excesses, causing Early Decay, Loss of Man- 
hood, Wasting Discharges, Varicocele, Mental 
gad Payee Debility, I 
eath. 

To those afflicted and who are desirous of being 
cured a booxlas of some 38 pages ibe sent ta 
their adress for ten cents, sealed in a plain 
envelope, giving causes and Symptoms of the 
Complaint and a description of the Doctor's im- 

ortant medical discovery—an Outward Ap liod- 
ion—a positive cure—the only remedy of the 
kind in existence—with evidences of success. 

Address, DR. R. P. FELLOWS 
Vineland, N. J. 


and say you saw this advertisement in THE 
TRUTH Seuken. 
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Ji ews of the [Deek. 


Paper is being made of sunflower stalks 
at Salina, Kan. 


Tur extra session of Congress came to 
an end November 3d, 


Is Bosier parish, La., negroes were 
lynched for hog-thieving. 


EARTHQUAKE shocks were felt at Pem- 
broke, Wales, November 2d. 


Tue Harvard observatory in Peru has 
discovered & new star in Norma. 


Moret than $200,000,000 worth of coal 
was mined in the United States last year. 


THE supreme court of Michigan has de` 


cided that any act granting the franchise 
to woman is unconstitutional. 


THE westward steamer record is again 
broken. The Lucania made her last trip 
in five days, twelve hours, and forty-seven 
minutes. 


Ay electric car plunged though an open 
draw in the bridge across the Williamette 
river at Portland, Ore., on November ist, 
and thirteen persons were drowned. 


Gam Haron is getting out a pam- 
phlet history of the case of Mrs. May- 
brick, of England, in prison under a life 
aoe for alleged poisoning of her hus- 

and. 


Tue British-Matabele war in South 
Africa continues. The nativs fight bravely 
for their homes, but Maxim guns are 
more deadly than spears and primitiv fire- 
arms. 


MaoEDoNIAN rebel Arnauts attacked and 
captured Prisend, a town of forty thou- 
sand inhabitants in Albania, European 
Turkey. The Turkish garrison was force 
to retreat into the citadel. i 


Tue Austrian cabinet crisis will probably 
result in putting in power Prince Wind- 
ischgraetz in place of Count Taafe. The 
difficulties in Bohemia and the suffrage 
- question are the main issues. 


Tue Chinese exclusion law was amended 
by Congress by extending the time for 
registration six months. Accordingly 
Attorney-General Olney has ordered the 
release of all Chinese held for failure to 
register. 


Venna Socialists attacked a meeting of 
German Liberals and came into conflict 
with the police. A fierce encounter fol- 
lowed, and many men were wounded. 
The mob reassembled several times and 
was as often dispersed. 


Tus Brazilian government has pur- 
chased several vessels of American owners 
and is making them over into war ships 
with all possible dispatch. It is said that 
the insurgent Admiral Mello is also buying 
arms, munitions, and ships in New York. 


Tue New York Zimes, Post, World, 
and Herald, and the Brooklyn Hagle, all 
Democratic, opposed the election of Judge 
Isanc H. Maynard, nominated by the 
Democratic party for judge of the court of 
appeals. Many other Democratic papers 
in the state also bolted the nomination. 


Tur House concurred in the Senate 
amendment to the silver repeal bill by a 
vote of 193 to 94. The vote shows that 
124 Democrats, 68 Republicans, and 1 
Populist voted to concur, and 70 Demo- 
crats, 15 Republicans, and 9 Populists 
against concurrence. President Cleveland 
at once signed the bill. 


The elections of November 7th were 
generally favorable to the Republicans. 
They elect their ticket in New York state 
by a plurality of perhaps 20,000, with the 
exception of Bartlett, for judge of Court 
of Appeals, who beats Maynard, Demo- 
crat, by 75,000 or more. Legislature and 
constitntional convention close. Republi- 
cans and independents in Brooklyn beat 
McLaughlin Democrats by heavy majori- 
ties. In Erie county (Buffalo) the Shee- 
han Democrats defeated by 5,000, at least; 
a complete revolution. Massachusetts, 
Greenhalge, Rep., over Russell, Dem., by 
20,000 to 25,000 plurality. Ohio, McKin- 
ley re-elected by plurality of 40,000 or so 
over Neal, Dem. Pennsylvania, generally 
Republican gains. Iowa, Republican gains 
indicate defeat of Boies by large plurality. 
Virginia, strongly Democratic on state 
ticket, with legislature which will elect two 
United States senators. Colorado, returns 
meager at time of going to press; light 
vote, Probable victory for woman suf- 
fragists. South Dakota, very small vote. 
Republican judges probably elected. 
Maryland, Dem., by 18,000 majority. 
Kansas, county elections only, Republi. 
can gains over Populists. Nebraska, 
vote close, between Harrison, Rep., for 
Supreme court justice, and Holcomb, Pop. 
Chicago, reports indicate election of 
Gary, about whom the fight centered. 
New Jersey, overwhelming Rep. and 
anti-race track victories, Kentucky, Dem. 
by big majority, 


Sulla 


THE LORD SAYS THEY SHALL EAT EACH OTHER. 


Therefore the fathers shall eat the sons in the midst of thee, and the sons shall 
eat their fathers: and I will execute judgements in thee, and the whole remnant of 
thee will I scatter into all the winds.—Ezek. v. 10. 


Thomas Paine’s Works. 


Age of Reason. Pap., 25c.; 
6 copies for $1; clo., 50c. ot 
Age of Reason and Examina: 
ion of the Prophecies, 
Pap., 40c.; clo., 75c. 

Apostle of Political and Re» 
gious Liberty. (Life.) By 
J.E.Remsburg. Portrait. Pap., 
5dc.3 clo., %5c. . : 

Common Sense. Written in 
1776. 150., i 

Crisis. Written During Am. 
Revolution. Pap., 40c.; clo., 75c. 

Great Works. 8vo. 800 pp., 
clo., $3; leather, $4; morocco. 
gilt edges, $4.50. 

Life of. By J. E. Remsburg. 
Port. Pap., 50c- 

Life of. With Remarks ot 
Comte and Rousseau. By O 
Blanchard. Pap., 40c.; clo., with 

„ portrait, 60c. 

Life of. With Explanatory 
ola By G. Vale. Por- 
“Pals. í 

Lithograph of. Heavy plate 

; paper, 22x28, $1. Se 

Political and Religious Re- 
former. By B. F. Under. 
wood. 10s. 

Political Works: ‘Common 

se,” ‘*Crisis,® “Rights of 
Man.” $1.50. 

Rights of Man, Answer to 
Burke's Attack on French Revo- 
lution. Pap.,40c.; clo.,75c. | 

Testimonials to His Merits. 
Compiled by J. N. Moreau. tte. 


_ : Theological Works: “Age of 

x ; Reason,” “ ‘Examination of Propk- 

ID cae a 2 oies,’ etc., with Life of Pame 
ces cay wad steel port. $1.50. 


Vindicationof. Reply toN. Y. 
Ooserver. By R. G. Ingersoll. ite, 


ieee ; & 
Adaress The Truth Veeker Company. 


Creed of Christendom. 


Its Foundation Contrasted with Its Superstructure, 
By W. R. GREG. 


Priestly Gelibacy Exposed, 


By Rev. G. T. Fox, M.A. 
Prioe, 15 cents. Address this office, 


A NEW WORK 


BY 
ARTHUR B. MOSS, 
Author of ‘The Bible and Evolution,” 
ENTITLED 


Christianity and Evolution, 


With pi eface by 
J. M. WHEELER, Sub-editor of Freethinker. 


Price, $1. Order at once. 
Address THE TRUTHSEEKER, | 


S00ks by Helen H. Gardener. 


New Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 


Men, Women and Gods, 


Introduction by 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 


Price, cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 
The Trade Supplied at Special Discounts. 


THIS YOUR SON, MY LORD? 


4 Fascinating Story of Radical Truths on 
Religion and Social Matters. 
Price. cloth. $3: paper, 50 cents. 


PRAY YOU, SIR, WHOSE 
DAUGHTER? ~ 


A NEW NOVEL. 
Prise, cloth, $1. l 


Pushed by Unseen Hands. 
ee E 


A Thoughtless Yes. 


CONTENTS: 

A Splendid Judge of a Woman - The Lady of the 
Club—Under Protest —For the Prosecution—A 
Rusty Link in the Chain—The Boler House 
Mystery—The Time-Lock of Our An- 
cestors — Florence Campbell’s 
Fate—My Patient’s Fate. 


Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
on Lafayette place. New York 


Paper, 50 cents. 


Books byS. P. Putnam. 


r 


The New God. Price, 10 cents, 

The Problem of the Universe, and Its 
Scientific Solution, with some Criticisms of 
FE reer Price, 20 cents. 

a 


Waifs and nderings, A New Ameri- 
can Story. Price, cloth, $1.00; 
cents. “ prose epic of the war, rich: with 
incident an 


first page to last with the living spirit of to- 
day.”—(John Swinton’s Paper. 

Golden Throne, A Romance. ‘The au- 
thor certainly has. genius. The divine 


them. Price, 10 cents. 


Adami and Heva. A poetic version of 
the Indian story of the Garden of Eden in 
whica its superiority to the mutilated copy— 
the Genesis legend—is shown. Price, 10 cents. 

Gottlieb: His Life. A Freethought Ro- 
mance. Price, 85 cents. k 

My Religious Experience., Price, 25 cents, 
For all of the above address 

- THE TRUTH SEEKER 00., 
28 Lafavette place, New York. 


Essay. on Miracles. 
| By OAR UD HUMA, 
Pries U 


A Journal of F reethought and Reform. 


Vol. 20. No. 46. {PUBLISHED WEEKLY.} New York, Saturd 


ay, November 18, 1893. 


fas LAFAYETTE PL.¢ $3.00 Per Year. 
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HowTo Preserve Health, Darwin and Alter Darwin. 


By LOUIS BARKAN, M.D: 


Fordyce Barker, M.D., Professor 
Bellevue Medical College says of it, 
writing to the author: “I regard your 
book as the most sound, sensible, and 
useful book on the topics which it dis- 
cusses that I hav met with. I wish it 
could be in the hands of every intelli- 
gent head of a family. I am particu- 
cularly pleased with one feature of it, 
tnat it does not profess to teach dos- 
ing and drugging. Icongratulate you 
on the wisdom and success of this ef- 
fort.” ; 

Other noted physicians recommend 
it just as highly. 

Price, cloth, gilt side stamp, $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 
BLafavette place. New York. 


A SHORT 
HISTORY OF THE BIBLE 


A Popular Account of the Formation and Development 
of the Canon. 


By BRONSON D. KEELER. 


Oonrents: The Hebrew Canon. The New Tes- 
amont. The Early Controversies. The Books at 
st Not Considered Inspired. Were the Fathers 
Competent? The Fathers Quoted as Scripture 
Books Which are Now Oalled Apocryphal. The 
Heretics. The Christian Canon. 
Paper, 50 centa; cloth, 75 cents. 


An Exposition of the Darwinian Theory. 
By Grores J. ROMANES, 


A systematic Exposition of what may be termed 
the Darwinism of Darwin, and intended to be of 
service to the general reader rather than to pro- 
fe-sed naturalists. 

_ Mr. Romanes is well known as one of the most 
interesting of English writers upon evolution, 
besides ranking with Professor Huxley in scien- 
tific knowledge and ability. And this is a part of 
his conclusion regarding the great subject of 
Design. to which the church so often refers: 
“Thus whether we look to the facts of adapta- 
tion or to those of beauty, everywhere through- 
out. organic nature we meet with abundant 
evidence of natural causation, while nowhere do 
we meet with any independent, evidence ot 
supernatural design. .-, - Adaptation and 
beanty are alike receiving their explanation at 
the hands of a purely mechanical philosophy. - . 
All nature has thus been transformed before the 
view of the present xeneration in a manner anc 
to an extent that has never before been possible: 
and inasmuch as the change which has taken 
place has taken. plave in the direction of natural. 
ism, and this to the extent of rendering the 
mechanical interpretation of nature universal. it 
is no wonder if the religious mind has suddenly 
awakened to a new and a terrible force in the 
words of its traditional enemy—W here is now 


thy God?” l 
“Must Price, cloth 


ted. 2. 
Ilustrated, Price, clots TRUTH SEEKER. 


BOOKS BY 
PROF. FELIX L. OSWALD. 


The Bible of Nature: A Contribution 
to the Religion of the Future. Cloth. 81. | . 
The Secret of the East; or, The Origin 
of the Christian Religion and the Significance 

of its Rise and Decline Cloth. $1. 
Physical Education ; or, The Health-Laws- 
of Nature. Cloth, sk 
Household Remedies for the Prevalent 
Disorders of the Human Organism. Cloth, $1. 
Zoological Sketches: A Contribution to 
the Ontdoor ptudy or eta History. Illus- 
rate . Haber. O 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette place. New York. 


Is Controversy Dangerous? 


By W. F. JAMIESON. 


This little book goes down to the very bed- 
rock of human liberty. 


Price, - - - 
Address l THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


CHEAP EDITION. 


25 cents. 


Travels in Faith.' 


By OAPT. ROBERT OC. ADAMS. 


Being the story of his mental journey from 
orthodoxy to Rationalism. 


Price, paper, 25 cents: cloth, 75 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


ri 
i 
By 
S.W. ROOTE. 


4k 
a 


Being true accounts of the passing away of the 
following persons, thus refuting the many Obris- 
tian slanders upon them and others: 

Lord Amberley, John Baskerville, Pierre Bayle, 
Jeremy Bentham, Paul Bert, Lord Bolingbroke, 
Francois. Broussais, Giordano Bruno, Henry 
Thomas Buckle, Lord Byron, Richard Oarlicle, 
William Kingdon Clifford, Anacharsis Olootz, An- 
thony Collins, Anguste Comte, Condorcet, Robert 
Cooper, D’Alembert, Danton, Charles Darwin, 
Erasmus Darwin. Delambre. Denis Diderot. 
Etienne Dolet, George Eliot, Frederick the Great, 
Gambetta, Garibaldi, Isaac Gendre, Gibbon, 
Godwin, Goethe, Grote, Helvetius, Henry Heth- 
erington, Hobbes, Austin Holyoake, Victor Hugo, 
Hume, Littre, Harriet Martineau, Jean Meslier, 


James Mill, Joan Stuart Mill, Mirabeau, Rober 
Owen, Thomas Paine, Qourtlandt Palmer, Rabs 
lais, Winwood Reade, Madame Roland, George 
Sand, Schiller, Shelley, Spinoza, Strauss, John 
Toland, Vanini, Volney, Voltaire, James Watson, 
John Watts, Thomas Woolston. 

Price, 25 cents. 


L. K. Washburn’s Works. 


Sunday aud the Sabbath. ‘‘A law regu- 
lating human conduct on the Sabbath is an im- 
pertinence.” Price, 10 cents. : 

The False Teaching of the Christian 
Charch, ‘'The Thirty-nine Articles of 
the Christian church are thirty-nine poor. 
broken-down opinions.” Price, 10 cents. 

The Foolishuess of Prayer. ‘‘ Think of 
a minister's praying God to, kill grasshoppers, 
or trying to induce the Deity to undertake a 
crusade of one against the Colorado beetle!” 
Price, 10 cents. ° ; 

Followers of Jesus. Price, 10 cents. 

Spiritualism: Is It a Faith or a Fact? 

rice, 5 cents. , 

Religious Problems, Price, 10 cents. 

Was Jesus Iusaue? Price, 10 cents. 

The Public Schools aud the Catholic 
Church. Price, 5 cents, 


e e e e e 
Christianity a Fiction. 
By DR. J. H. MENDENHALL. 

THE 
Astronomical and Astrologic- 
al Origin of all Religions. 
the ietedonathan Mt Roberts: Price, deans, 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


Pyramid of Gizeh. 


Ancient Egyptian Civilization and Hebrew Nar- 
rative in Genesis and Exodus. — 
| By Vax Borex Dexstow, LL.D. Price, 15 cents 


7 ak 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, NOVEMBER 18, 1898. 


The Most Magnificent Work Ever Published by the Freeinought Press. 


FourHundred Years of Freethought. 


BY SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 


The object of this work is to present the Course of Freethought throughout the Civilized World for 
the last Four Centuries, from the time of Columbus and Bruno to the time of Ingersoll. 

It will be a radical Historic Record of the Greatest Developments of the Human Race. 

It will reveal Freethought as an Intellectual, Moral, Literary, Social, Industrial, and Political 


Movement. 
Tt will show what Freethought is in itself and how manifold are its influences, and with what 


hope and promise we can hail its future triumph. 


“Four Hundred Years of Freethought” will Embrace the most Illustrious Pages 
of Human History. 


adorned with the brightest Genius, radiant with the most splendid Poetry, rich with the greatest Inven- 
tions and Discoveries and ennobled with Freedom’s most shining advance. 
Nothing ‘Can be More Interesting, 
more inspiring to the Pioneer Workers of to-day—to those who are still in the van for Human Rights and 
Progress. The struggle is not ended and what is already won must be carefully guarded. Eternal vigi- 
lance is the price of liberty; and from the Past we must ever learn Great Lessons for the Future. 
NO LIBERAL CAN AFFORD TO BE WITHOUT THIS BOOK. 
It will contain the Greatest Thoughts and the Greatest Deeds of the Greatest Men 
In One Harmonious and Magnifiecnt Whole, 
a vivid picture of man’s sublimest evolution, with the added glory of 
WOoMAN’s EMANCIPATION 

from the chains and slavery of a barbaric creed and church. 

THE FIRST PART of the book will deal with Freethought as a Universal Power, as a Spirit, a 
Method, a prevailing but unorganized Influence in every Department of Human Growth. 


THE SECOND PART will deal with Freethought as an Organized Movement, especially in America 
and Europe; and this history is of equal importance with the first, and should. be justly understood 


and the Pioneers of our work recognized. 
~ The first part will embrace the following Grand Departments : 


Philosophy.| Science. ; Education and Literature. Government and Politics. , Woman’s Emancipation. 
Bruno. Copernicus. Ethies. Boccaccio. Lessing. Voltaire. Gambetta. Madame Roland. 
Spinoza. Galileo. Bacon. Rabelais. Schiller. Rousseau. Castelar. Mary Wollstoncraft. 
Descartes. | Kepler. Comenius. Cervantes. Goethe. French Salon. Bradlaugh. | Harriet Martineau. 
Locke. Da Vinci. | Pestalozzi. Marlowe. George Sand. | French Revo- Garrison. Frauces Wright. 
Hume. Newton. Froebel. Shakspere. George Eliot. | lution. Phillips. Lucretia Mott 
- Hobbs. Humboldt. | Combe. Gibbon. Victor Hugo. | Thomas Paine. Parker. Ernestine L. Rose. 
Kant. Lyell. Spencer. Burns. Emerson. Jefferson. Sumner. Lydia Maria Child. 
Hamilton, | Darwin. Owen. Shelley. Heine. | Mazzinni. Lincoln. Margaret Fuller. 
Comte. ndall. Holyoake. Byron. Thoreau. Bentham. Bakounine. | Elizabeth Cady Stanton. 
Biichner. uxley. Haeckel. Pushkin. Whitman. Mill. Warren. Susan B. Anthony. 
Feuerbach. Girard Tcherny- Ingersoll. Garabaldi. Petrofsky. Matilda Joslyn Gage. 
Lick. chewsky. Heinzen. Helen H. Gardener. 


Annie Besant. 
THE PORTRAITS OF THESE ILLUSTRIOUS REFORMERS 


in every domain of Human Thought and Progress will adorn the pages of this volume. 

The Second Part of this volume will be devoted especially to organized Freethought and the Liberal 
Press in modern times. The Truth Seeker, Investigator, Ironclad Age, Secular Thought, Freethinkers’ Maga- 
zine, Independent Pulpit, Lucifer, the Freethinker, Agnostic Journal, etc. 

It will give a history of the 


GREAT INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS 


at Chicago, the Freethought Federation of America, the American Secular Union, the various state and 
local organizations, the Canadian Secular Union, the British Secular Union, and other Liberal associations 
throughout the world. 

It will contain the portraits of those who, up to the present time, have been identified with Free- 
thought work—editors, lecturers, officers of societies, and those who, as representative men, have won dis- 
tinction in. other fields of effort. There will be the portraits of 


George E. Macdonald, Capt. R. C. Adams, Susan H. Wixon, 


Horace Seaver, Dr. E. B. Foote, Sr., 


J. P. Mendum, E. M. Macdonald, John R. Charlesworth, Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., Mrs. Charles Watts, 

D. M. Bennett, L. K. Washburn, Samuel P. Putnam, Prof. J. H. Cook, Mrs. Robert C. Adams, 
Parker Pillsbury, Ernest Mendum, John E. Remsburg, E. H. Heywood, Mrs. M. A. Freeman, 
Elizar Wright, Charles Watts, Franklin Steiner, Otto Wettstein, Katie Kehm Smith, 

T. ©. Leland, G. W. Foote, J. D. Shaw, Stephen Pearl Andrews, Lucy N. Colman, 

T. B. Wakeman, Saladin, E. A. Stevens, James Parton, Lillian Leland, 

Judge C. B. Waite. J. R. Monroe, H. L. Green, Abner Kneeland, Amy Post. 


and other men and women who have contributed to the advancement of Freethought and whose names 
should be remembered throughout the Liberal ranks. There will also be about 


ONE HUNDRED BIOGRAPHIES, 


and in these will be given a picture of Freethought progress which will be most interesting and valuable, 


for it is in individuals that we find the best interpretations of the age. 


Tne Price of This Superb Book is $5.00, 


and not for the same amount of money can there be found such an array of facts, such a survey of history, 
and such a galasy of Freethought. i 

_ Mr. Putnam is now devoting his whole time to this work and it will be published at the earliest 
possible moment. 


Lhe name of every Subscriber who sends five dollars before the work is on the PV SS. 


will be enrolled in this book. DON’T FAIL TO SUBSCRIBE AT ONCE. 


This book will contain 
Over Six Hundred Pages of Printed Matter and Over One Hundred Portraits. 


It will be elegantly bound. It wiil be a book for the home and the fireside. It will be a book to give te 
your friends when they ask, What is Freethought—what has it done and what is it doing in the world? 
This is the most universal presentation of Freethought ever given to the public, and no Freetiinke 
can afford to be without it. It is a library in itself. 
Address orders to THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette place, New York. 


HOW TO GET 
FOUR HUNDRED YEARS 
OF FREETHOUGHT © 


FREE 


SPECIAL OFFER. 


We have made arrangements with 
Mr. Putnam whereby we are enabled 
to make our friends a most generous 
offer. 

We need more subscribers to THE 
Truru SEEKER, and every Freethinker 
needs “Four Hundred Years of Free- 
thought.” Not all are-able to pay $5 
for it, but everyone can do a little 
work to obtain a copy — congenial 
work, that will do great good all 
around. This is the offer: 


Send us Four New 
Yearly Subscribers at 
regular rates ($12 in 
all), and we will send 
the Getter-up of the 
Club a copy of “FOUR 
HUNDRED YEARS OF 
FREETHOUGHT,” 


|FREE OF CHARGES, 


And further, to aid our friends in 
getting this book for themselves, we 
will offer 
To the New Subscribers as a 

Premium, 
post free, a copy in boards of 


Old Testament Stories 


Comically Illustrated 
By WATSON HESTON, 
THE GREATEST BOOK OF ITS KIND EVER 
CONCEIVED. 


Or, if preferred, a copy cloth-bound of 
. W, S. BELL’S 
Handbook of Freethought. 
With these Splendid Works as pre- 
miums there ought to be no difficulty 
in getting hundreds of clubs of sub- 


scribers. 


Remember, to the Getter-up of The Club, 
FOUR HUNDRED YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT, 


free, : 


To each New Subscriber in the club, a pre- 
mium of a Dollar Book— either “Old Testament 
Stories Comically Illustrated,” or W, S, Bell’s 
‘Handbook of Freethought,” in Cloth—all free 
hy post or express. 

This really brings the price of the 
paper down to $2 to each new sub- 
seriber, as they get Taz TRUTH Srrxer 
one year and a dollar book for $3. 


A Club of Four ‘New Sub- 
scribers and $12 ($3 only 
from each) does this. 


We want to extend our circulation, 
and we want to help our friends to 
help us. - 

It ought not to be difficult to get 
four New Subscribers in any town in 
the country, especially with these 
Splendid Premiums to assist. 

Those who get up these Clubs will 
receive their copies of “Four Hundred 
Years of Freethought” as soon as-the 
book is issued. ee 

Those who send a Club and 
Four New Subscribers and 
$12 before the book is printed, 
will have their numes en- 
rolled in its shining pages. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


28 Lafayette Place, 
NEW YORK. 


A Journal of F reethought and Reform. 


Vol. 20. No. 46. {PUBLISHED WEEKLY. New York, Saturday, November 18, 1893. fas LAFAYETTE PL? $3.00 Per Year. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


FOUNDED BY D. M. BENNETT., 


E. M. MAODONALD, Editor and Manager. 
28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, NEW YORE. 


SATURDAY, -. - - - NOVEMBER 18, 1893. 
SUBSCRIPTION RATES, 

Bingle subscription, in advance.........ece.scesscecsssenececee $3 00° 

One subscription two years, in advance.......ccescees« . 800 

Two new sUbsCribers............cscecccencccecceccescwecsesoetoes 5 00 


One subscription with one new subscriber, in one remittance. 5 00 

One subscription with two new subscribers, in one remit- 
tance 

One rina with three new subscribers, in one remit- 


E Mele Ghia AR ed gas Sods Chas Sd e Gane ven eee 50 
One subeeripaon with four new Subscribers, in one remit- 
tance.. cece . 10 00 
Any number. over “five ‘at ‘the same rate, invariably with "oie 
remittance. 


Money should be sent bY express company’s money order, 
postal order, draft on New York, or by registered letter. 
Address communications and make drafts, checks, post-office 
and express money orders payable to E. M. MACDONALD, 

28 Lafayette place, New York. 


SPECIAL NOTICE.—We shall be obliged to our 
readers if they will send us the name and address of 
any Freethinker who is not a regular subscriber. 


SOME HANDSOME PREMIUMS. 


To induce new subscriptions and prompt renew- 
als on the part of our friends we make the follow- 
ing handsome premium offers: 


For $6.50 we will send Tue TRUTH SEEKER one 
year ($3) and S. P. Putnam’s “Four Hundred 
Years of Freethought” ($5). By taking advantage 
of this or our Free offer of the book (see oppo>it 
page) there is no reason why every Freethinker in 
the country should not possess this splendid work. 


For $5 we will send THe Trurn SEEKER one 
year ($3) and “Paine’s Great Works Complete” 
($3). This edition of Paine’s works contains a 
picture of Paine, of the statue proposed to be 
erected in Chicago, and of his monument in New 
Rochelle. 

For $5 we will send Tue Trura SEEKER one 
year ($3) and “The World’s Sages, Thinkers, and 
Reformers” ($3). By D. M. Bennett. 


For $4.50 we will send Tue TRUTH SEEKER one 
year ($3) and James B. Alexander’s Dynamic The- 
ory ($2.75). This is a splendid offer, for every one 
wants this book. It has over a thousand large 
pages and more than four hundred illustrations. 
It is a digest of Science, and every one who studies 
it cannot help but be well-informed in all scientific 
matters. l 

For $4.50 we will send Tue TRUTH SEEKER one 
year ($3) and “The Freethinker’s Pictorial Text- 
Book ” in cloth ($2.50). 

For $4 we will send Tue TRUTH SEEKER one year 
($3) and “ The Freethinker’s Pictorial Text-Book ” 
in boards ($2). 

For $4 we will send Tur Trurs SEEKER one year 
($3) and a copy of “ Old Testament Stories Comic- 
ally Illustrated,” in cloth covers ($1.50). 

For $3.50 we will send Taz TRUTH SEEKER one 
year ($3) and “Old Testament Stories Comically 
Illustrated,” in board covers ($1). 

This is a splendid opportunity to obtain books 
which every Liberal desires to hav, at an exceed- 
ingly low price. Old and new subscribers can 
avail themselvs of it, and we shall be glad if our 
present readers will call the attention of their 
friends to the values offered. 


What They Are After. 

The Woman’s Christian Temperance Union is a 
well-organized and powerful society. It is inter- 
national. It holds in its grasp the consciences of 
millions of women. The elements of good in it 
blind the eyes of many careless and well-meaning 
people to its reactionary and dangerous character. 
It is popular, and educativ in scme directions, and 
hence draws to itself many who do not believe in 
the religious and theocratic objects of the organi- 
zation. But their adherence adds to its strength, 
and givs it an appearance of breadth and liberality 
to which it is not entitled. And its associations and 
atmosphere must demoralize, to a greater or less 
degree, the Freethinkers who are enrolled in its 
membership. The commendable but misdirected 
desire to “do good ” which affiliated them with a big- 
oted body will inevitably carry them along with the 
majority until they find themselvs advocating the 
closer union of church and state, like Miss Willard, 
or behind prison bars, like the White Cappers of 
Stromsberg, Nebraska. The Union is Christian in 
name, reactionary in purpose, theocratic in spirit, 
arbitrary in methods. Crimes, such as that com- 
mitted in Nebraska, show us how closely related in 
‘essentials are these Woman’s Christian Temperance 
Union moralists and the mob moralists of other 
sections, such as the women whippers of Indiana, 
Missouri, and Arkansas. And they indicate also 
how easily and quickly moralistic emotions, subject 
to no other restraint than that of religion, blossom 
into hate and bear fruit in atrocious and cruel 
crimes. These women started out to force absti- 
nence from intoxicating liquors upon all in the name 
of a Christ who demonstrated his divinity by making 
wine out of water for a crowd slready drunk, and they 
claimed for this crusade the sanction of a Bible which 
might well be termed “ The Drunkard’s Handbook of 
Precept and Example.” From this starting point 
of violence and fraud it was but a short step to the 
decoying, stripping, and savage whipping of girls 
who are the victims of a social system for which the 
Christian church is largely responsible. In the 
presence of the social evil Christianity has ever 
stood utterly helpless. A stranger to the scientific 
spirit and method, it has not deemed it necessary 
to inquire regarding causes. It has assumed that 
there is but one cause for all evil, and that that is 
the innate corruption of the human heart. Soit has 
always striven to “stamp out” vice and to destroy 
those who cannot win ethically in the sadly unequal 
struggle with bad heredity and poverty. The Stroms- 
berg barbarity is merely an illegal manifestation of 
the same spirit of vengeance against the women vic- 
tims of inequitable conditions that constantly finds 
expression in legal fines, imprisonment and expa- 
triation. Perhaps in no other city in this country 
is the dominance of the church more complete than 
in Pittsburg, and in no other city is the treatment 
of women of the half world more foolish and cruel. 
Hundreds, if not thousands of unfortunate women 
are turned into the streets to steal or starve, so in- 
adequate are the resources of “Christian civiliza- 
tion” to deal with the problem their existence pre- 
sents. It is perfectly safe to say that not one ina 
hundred of those activ in the crusade against them 
would furnish one of them with honorable and re- 
muneratiy employment in his household. 

These observations are called out by the Strom- 
berg outrage taken in connection with an utter- 
ance of Miss Willard, president of the Woman's 
Christian Temperance Union, in her address at the 
national convention held at Nashville. She declared 
that the Union has “one vital, organie thought, 
one absorbing purpose, one undying enthusiasm. 
Tt is that Christ shall be this world’s King—King of 


its courts, its camps, its commerce ; King of its col- 
leges and cloisters; King of its customs and consti- 
tutions. 
of government and the supreme authority in national 
as in individual life.” 
capital letters are in themselvs evidence of treason 
to the Republic, which can accept no King. We 
can well believe Miss Willard’s statement. 
serving, thoughtful men and women hav long 
known that the Woman’s Christian Temperance 
Union, ostensibly a temperance society, is in reality 
an auxiliary, a feeder, of the church. And it is 
more than this: Not merely is it its purpose to 
convert the world to Christ, but to place in the 
hands of the Christian church the reins of civil gov- 


Christ and his law, the true basis 


The Christian Statesman’s 


Ob- 


enment. In its thought there is no longer Jesus, 
the sacrifice, the mediator, the savior, but Christ, 
the sacrificer, the ruler, the king. Persuasion and 
argument are only expedients—the law and the 
sword are finally to settle all controverted points 
in religion and morals. These women are making 
a way, not for the churches, simply, each of which 
is a voluntary aggregation of individuals brought 
together by a similarity of belief and held in union 
by a common purpose, but for the Church, a body 
politic, whose fundamental tenets are God, Christ, 
and Bible, and the units of which are brought and 
held together by “the cohesiv power of public plun- 
der.” By the quoted clause we mean that in the 
church-state it is not sincere belief and a life ordered 
in accordance with definit principles that giv title 
to honorable membership, but profession of belief in 
the dogmas acceptance of which is a prerequisit to 
the holding of any position of trust, power, or 
emolument in the state, which is the church, prac- 
tically. No man can hold office who is not an ac- 
cepter of the creed of the church-state. ‘This has 
been from the beginning the declared purpose of 
the National Reform Association. It wants only 
“godly” men on guard. Of éourse, this can be 
made possible in appearance only. Shrewd, un- 
scrupulous men are bound to mount the ladder of 
fame to the citadel of power, no matter how many 
perjuries they commit. It is very easy to secure 
nominal acceptance of a creed when you make such 
acceptance the condition of possession of office, so 
cial position, or wealth. The God-in-the-Constitu- 
tion bigots are bidding for hypocrits. They can 
get them. They are getting them. Every time 
they succeed in inducing a municipality, a state, or 
the nation to take another step in the direction of 
the church-state which is the goal of their ambi- 
tion, they open new places for hypocrits, and the 
hypocrits are always ready and eager to profess 
Christ and him in power for an office or the hope of 
one. This is why we say that the success of the 
theocratic party, one wing of which is the Woman’s 
Christian Temperance Union, will put in control of 
the civil power the church, an ecclesiastical organ- 
ization held together by “the cohesiv power of 
public plunder.” We repeat the phrase, for we 
know of no other so exactly and graphically de- 
scriptiv. 

We are warned by all the tyrannies and martyr- 
doms of the past to beware of the political church. 
We cannot afford to temporize with it. Though 
their forms and names change with the fleeting 
centuries, religions and priests are essentially the 
same, yesterday, to-day, and forever. The liberties 
of the nation that puts into their keeping the scepter 
of power, are by that act of folly thrown away. 
Not only does the past warn us, but the present 
also. On every hand are revealed the serpentin 
tricks and the tigerish ferocity of the priesthood. 
Protestant or Catholic, it matters not which; both 
must be watched and resisted. We see what the 
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Woman’s Christian Temperance Union is capable 
of now, and what it intends to do when it comes 
into possession of greater power. That we hav 


not misinterpreted Miss Willard’s statement of its |- 


objects is shown by the Christian Statesman’s 
declaration that no “more ringing, national reform 
sentences were ever uttered than those of the 
president of the Woman’s Christian Temperance 
Union.” 

“Christ and his law, the true basis of govern- 
ment and the supreme authority in national as 
in individual life.” These are all-inclusiv, bold, 
traitorous words. They are pregnant with ominous 
meanings. They suggest proscription; they 
threaten persecution; they prophesy martyrdom. 
Freethinkers, friends of justice, equal rights, and 
human liberty, read these quoted sentences once 
more, and again and yet again. Grasp fully their 
meaning; realize all that they imply and forbode, 
and then act. Act calmly, wisely, fearlessly, un- 
ceasingly. It is a campaign of education upon 
which we hav entered. The people must be en- 
lightened, for only an enlightened citizenship can 
successfully cope with a priesthood which seeks to 
rule through the state. Remember Ingersoll’s 
words: “Let the church but touch again the 
sword of power and the splendid fruit of all the 
ages will turn to ashes on the lips of men.” 


aoe 
Wanted—New Subscribers. 

We solicit the kind attention of our friends to 
the need which exists of increasing the subscrip- 
tion list of Tue Trura Seeker. There are several 
reasons for this, which our readers will readily see. 
First, It will do a world of good, by making more 
Liberals and by interesting those already liberal in 
the work of Freethought. the church is making 
great encroachments upon our liberties, and the 
people need to know about it, in order to defeat its 
tyranny. And those who read Tue TRUTH SEEKER 
are a hundred times more interested and activ than 
those who do not. Second, It is a duty we owe to 
our fellow-men to giv them the light of reason we 
hav obtained. Liberalism makes for true civiliza. 
tion, and freedom from fear of an angry God makes 
men happier and better. Every Liberal should do 
all he can to lift up his neighbors from the darkness 
of superstition to the glorious plain of mental lib- 
erty. And, as Mr. Wakeman says, referring to the 
resolution regarding the Liberal papers passed at 
the late International Congress: “ They are the very 
life of the cause of intellectual and practical eman- 
cipation of the people. As such they are to be 
built up and sustained by constant care, payment, 
encouragement, and solicitation for subscribers for 
them.” Third, An increase in the list will relieve the 
readers from the occasional “ duns” we are com- 
pelled to send out in order to get money with 
which to pay bills. If we can obtain two or three 
thousand new subscribers, the increased revenue 
will make the business work of the paper easier, 
and we can continue to improve the: paper without 
fear of financial embarrassments. 

To reward those who will do a little for us in 
this matter we hav arranged to take a large num- 
ber of Mr. Putnam’s “Four Hundred Years of 
Freethought,” and to every one who sends us four 
- new yearly subscribers at the regular rates of $3 
($12 in all), we shall send a copy of that magnifi- 
cent work free. Those who send the club before 
the book is on the press will be enrolled among the 
original subscribers and patrons in the book. 

And to make it easy to get these four new sub- 
scribers we will offer them as a premium either of 
two spendid works—The “Old Testament Stories 
Comically Illustrated,” or W. S. Bell’s “ Handbook 
of Freethought” in cloth binding. Our readers 
know the value of these books, and that about every 
Liberal in the country would like a copy of one or 
the other. Either one of these, as may be chosen, 
will be given to the new subscribers obtained in 


these clubs of four, and a copy of “Four Hun- 
dred Years of Freethought” to the one who gets 
up the club and sends the money and names. 

We cannot afford to make this premium to single 
subscribers, but to enable old subscribers and single 
new subscribers to obtain these and other desirable 
works at a great reduction, -we hav made a list of 
premiums in connection with subscriptions to the 
paper, to be found in the first column of the first 
editorial page of Taz Truru Seeker. We are willing 
to do our part toward making the obtaining of good 
Liberal works easy and cheap, and hope our read- 
ers will take advantage of the terms offered. 

Once more we ask that a favorable eye be turned 
in our direction, and a helpful hand extended. As 
the resolutions of the International Congress ex- 
pressed it, Boom the Liberal papers and you boom 
the Liberal cause. 


Sunday Enforcement in Missouri. 


The Sunday battle is on in Missouri. In Kansas 
City the barber-shops were first closed and then the 
grocery stores. Now the enforcers are getting evi- 
dence against the saloons. Presumably the turn of 
the theaters, street-cars, and Sunday trains will 
come soon. 

A barber at Mexico, Mo., was fined one dollar and 
costs for Sunday shaving. The case was carried to 
the Court of Appeals and Judge Gill decided that 
shaving on Sunday was not a necessity, as it was 
made necessary by the negligence of the individual. 
Now, while admitting that putting in defense the 
plea of necessity is not to be condemned as evasiv 
or cowardly, we nevertheless should much prefer 
the issue to be made along the line of constitutional 
right and equal liberty. No citizen should be com- 
pelled to show that an act which he does at his own 
cost is an act of necessity. It is a personal affair. 
It makes no difference to the preachers, to the Bar- 
bers’ Union or to the courts whether he gets a shave 
on Sunday because some overpowering necessity 
compels him to do so, or through mere caprice. In 
other words, it is not the business of the preachers, 
the Barbers’ Union or the courts, but hisown. He 
is the only one qualified to decide as to the neces- 
sity of his action. His face and his beard are his 
own, or should be, and if he chooses to pay a bar- 
ber ten cents for manipulating the one and remoy- 
ing the other on Sunday he has precisely the same 
right to do so that he has to buy the same service 
on Monday. And the barber's constitutional and 
equal right to perform the service on Sunday is ex- 
actly the same as his his right to do so on Monday. 
This is the only question involved. It is the one 
issue that should be fought out in the courts, and 
at the polls if necessary. The ministers’ union and 
the barbers’ union must be taught that they do not 
own the consciences of the people, and that the in- 


dependent barber's shop and tools are his own, to 


be rented by him at his own discretion. _ 

As intimated before, we do not wish to wholly 
eschew the defense of “ necessity.” Noman is under 
obligations to be a martyr, and, if escape from fines 
or imprisonment for violation of an unconstitutional 
and iniquitous law seems probable through such a 
defense the accused is justified in making it. 
Furthermore, as the Sunday laws of most, if not all 
the States allow the doing of “necessary ” work on 
that day the result of a trial where the defendant 
relies upon the plea of necessity is dependent upon 
the liberality and common sense of the judge. The 
widest conceivable or a very narrow construction of 
the law is equally possible. A broad-minded judge 
will be very apt to decide that the individual imme- 
diately concerned is the best judge as to the neces- 
sity of his Sunday work, while a Sabbatarian bigot 
willinterpret the lawin such a way as to giv delight 
to those like himself. Others will find various ways 
to make the law as little oppressiv in fact as they 
can while upholding it in theory. Every time the 
clerics and their allies and dupes are beaten a 
step forward has been taken, even if the real issue 
has not been as sharply defined as it should hav 
been. No one can question the exceedingly great 
value of the open World’s Fair, although the Sun- 


day monopolists were beaten on technicalities and 
side issues. The moral effect of victory is not to be 
despised. 

To return to the Missouri struggle: Judge Gill’s” 
decision was based on foolish reasoning, and his 
“ opinion ” is offensive and impudent. He had no 
business to uphold a decision against the barber who 
worked on Sunday on the flimsy pretense that the 
customer had been guilty of “negligence” in not 
getting shaved before Sunday. Perhaps this man 
was in the habit of getting shaved every day. In 
that case, what becomes of the judicial clap trap 
about negligence? In every such instance Judge 
Gill would be compelled, by his own logic, to 
discharge the offending barber. Would he do it? 

J. B. Smith, manager of the Midland Hotel in 
Kansas City, refused to close his barber shop on 
Sunday, and so notified the Barber’s Union. He 
says that Sunday shaving is a necessity, as viewed 
from the hotel standpoint. “I purpose to spend 
some money in contesting the point,” he declares. 
This is good, so far as it goes. Let us hope that 
some one will make afight on still broader grounds. 

There are any number of “Sabbath Observance 
Unions.” Is it not about time that a “Sunday De- 
fense Association” was formed? We submit that 
the hour is ripe for action. We need a compact, 
active, aggressive society devoted to this work 


alone. A fund should be raised to fight the “ Sab- 
bath” robbers wherever they appear. The issue 
must. be met sometime, and that soon. The longer 


we sit with folded hands the more bitter and costly 
the struggle when we do decide to defend our- 
selves. 


Agents Wanted. 

We believe that not only can good be done but 
money made by any Liberal who will canvass for 
our book “Old Testament Stories Comically Illus- 
trated.” In fact we know one man who worked at 
it but a few hours weekly and sold nearly fifty 
copies in a month. The price is low; everybody 
knows the Old Testament stories, and nearly every- 
body would like a book applying nineteenth-cent- 
ury wit and knowledge to them. People like to 
laugh. Reverence for the Old Testament tales has 
largely disappeared and jokes at the expense of 
Jonah and Joseph and Esau and Samson and David, 
and the other worthies of unsavory reputation, are 
keenly appreciated. It seems to us that the book 
will sell at sight. It does here in the store. 
Liberals out of employment will find this a good 
way to make an honest dollar. 

Terms to agents sent upon application. 


Victor E. Lennstrand, the intrepid leader of the 
Swedish Freethought party, is sick again, and has 
had to submit to a surgical operation. 


——— 


The editor of our children’s corner spoke to an 
audience of nearly 2,500 Sunday before last at Fall 
River, Mass., where she resides and holds municipal 
office. Every seat to the topmost gallery was filled. 
Her topic was what she saw at the World’s Fair. 
The local papers compliment her highly upon the 
lecture. 


In view of the craze for repressiv legislation in 
the interest and at the demand of multitudinous 
cliques, factions, and sects a Georgia journalist 
rises to inquire why some one “does not introduce 
a bill to prevent the consumption of wormy chest- 
nuts.” Does he not see that this would be de- 
structiv of the sermon industry ? 


We shall soon hav ready in neat pamphlet form 
Miss Susan H. Wixon’s address at the International 
Congress—* Woman, Four Centuries of Progress.” 
Of this address W. C. Sturoc, of Sunapee, N. H., 
says: “It was really the ablest and cleanest effort 
of that day (Woman’s Day), and left the orator 
standing high up in the estimation of all.” The 
price of this pamphlet will be only ten cents. 


“ The secret ballot law doesn’t prevent God’s seeing the 
ballot you select.”-——New York Voice. 


But then, you know, “God is no respecter of per- 
sons,” and so it does not matter if he does know 
who your favorits are. And if he did. care, who 
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cares? This is not his government, but the peo- 
ple’s, and when they devised the secret ballot law 
they were thinking of the ward boss and the domi- 
neering employer, not of an alien, who can neither 
register nor vote. 


It is reported that the members of the Ohio 
senate hav agreed to hereafter employ no women 
as clerks and assistants, owing to scandals said to 
hav grown out of the employment of such help in 
the past. This seems a very flimsy pretext. Why 
any discrimination should be made in favor of men 
as against equally competent women we cannot 
understand. It would not be surprising to find 
that some meddling minister is at the bottom of the 
mischief. 


Anent the Stromsberg mobbing the Minneapolis 
Progressive Age tersely remarks: “The female 
lynchers are all ‘respectable ladies’ and members of 
the Woman's Christian Temperance Union. . What 
was the motive of the crime? Was it to reform 
the girls? Hardly. No. It was to gratify a vul- 
gar appetite for excitement, and virtue was made 
the pretext. It would be well for those—let us call 
them females—to remember the man who said, ‘Go 
and sin no more.’” 


A Swedish church at Hyde Park, a suburb of 
Chicago, had lately become convinced that the hour 
for the general. wind-up of all sublunary affairs was 
at hand. On Sunday, October 5th, thirty-five 
women donned their ascension robes and waited 
expectantly in the church for the sounding of the 
archangel’s trump. As usual, he failed to keep the 
appointment. The women watched all day and far 
into the night, but they saw nothing of the herald 
of the “risen Lord.” He did not even send a tele- 
gram explaining the cause of his non-appearance. 
In this he was discourteous, to say the least. 

et 

The Sunday question is to the front in all parts 
of the country. Some time since one of the Pres- 
byterian churches of Columbia, South Carolina, ex- 
pelled Sadie Means because she worked in the 
telephone exchange on Sunday. The Charleston 
presbytery sustained the Columbia church. Then 
the South Carolina synod took a hand and ordered 
the Second church to “restore Sadie M. Means to 
all her rights and privileges as a member in full com- 
munion in said church.” Whereupon the pastor 
of the Second church gave notice on behalf of the 
Charleston presbytery that the case would be ap- 
pealed to the general assembly. When God gets 
into the Constitution such cases will be settled by 
the civil courts. 


The World asked several well-known people 


what they thought of the candidacy of Judge May- 
nard, nominated by the Democratic party for judge 
of the Court of Appeals in this state. Among those 
interrogated was T. De Witt Talmage. He replied 
that he had had no time to investigate the charges 
and, anyway, he did not know what to believe about 
any candidate, so full was the air of misrepresenta- 
tions. And he concluded with this: “My hope is 
in God and not in political parties.” This is pretty 
good, considering the fact that he knows nothing 
- aboyt God, while he can and does know something 
concerning parties and their candidates. He is 
willing to take God wholly on trust but will not 
express an opinion even of a man because he does 
not know all about him. 


‘ New Casris, Pa., Nov. 5.—Rev. Mr. Bigham, bòne of 
the oldest United Presbyterian ministers in this neighbor- 
hood, while preaching at Plain Grove to-day, suddenly 
became incoherent and rambling in his speech. Before 
his congregation recovered from its amazement he fell 
heavily to the floor. He had been stricken with pa- 
ralysis. Physicians state that he cannot recover.” 

This is one of the most startling and wholesale 
warnings which we remember to hav ever read. 
Just think of it! Why, if this is true, nearly every 
minister in the country is in imminent danger of 
being killed by a stroke of paralysis. Just before 
Mr. Bigham fell he “became incoherent and ram- 
bling in his speech.” It was all the warning that 
was vouchsafed. But how many such warnings are 


given every Sunday! And they are all unheeded. 


The temerity of the ministers is something phe- 
nomenal. 


‘* A candidate on the Prohibition ticket in Massachu- 
setts announces that the Lord is on his side. If that is 
true the Lord might as well get ready for a bad snowing 
under.”—Kansas City Journal. 


“That’s what the scribes and pharisees said nearly 
nineteen hundred years ago. But while Christianity still 
marches on, Caiaphas and Herod are in a place, we fear, 
where they would giv anything to be ‘‘snowed under” 
for even five minutes.”— New York Voice. 

The Voice should not jest in that heartless man- 
ner. As to the Massachusetts’ candidate, he is mis- 
taken about God being on his side, or else the Bible 
writers hav forged God's name in a wholesale and 
scandalous way, for in the sacred record his signa- 
ture is appended to hundreds of pro-liquor docu- 
ments. Besides, he was the patentee and original 
manufacturer of alcohol. ` 


Government by preacher is becoming daily more 
popular and common in this unhappy country. 
Here is a peculiarly flagrant case, illustrating the 
superlativ impudence of the clerics and the abject 
subserviency of the “powers that be.” At Topeka, 
Kan., on October 8th, Rev. M. Sheldon, in his fore- 
noon sermon, inveighed after the manner of his kind 
against a balloon ascension that was advertised to 
take place that afternoon at the fair grounds. In 
his congregation was Police Commissioner Whiting, 
who immediately ordered the chief of police to 
prevent the ascension, which he did. Necessarily 
every such success emboldens the insolent ecclesi- 
astics.and makes more slavish the civil authorities. 
The difference between parties is inappreciable— 
Republican or Democrat, or Populist, as in this 
instance—all meekly take their orders from the 
church. 


To those credulous people who harbor the de- 
lusion that the sponsors of the proposed 16th 
Amendment to the national Constitution intend to 
really separate church and state we commend the 
following excerpt from the leading editorial in a 
recent number of the Christian Statesman: 

‘t Most appropriate of all legislativ celebrations of 
£1900 a.D.’ in our land would be the passage by Congress 
and the state legislatures, in these intervening years, of 
the proposed 16th Amendment, forbidding the states (as 
Congress only is now forbidden) to unite church and 
state or make sectarian appropriations, coupled with a 
preamble to the national Constitution that shall giv our 
Christian institutions that constitutional protection in 
the future which custom has afforded in the past, by in- 
corporating into our fundamental law that famous 
opinion of our national Supreme Court, ‘ This is a 
Christian nation.’” 

The italics are ours. Is comment needed? 

-"—— 
The Christian Standard, in a paroxysm of de- 
nunciation of the nude in the Art Palace at the 
World's Fair, inflicts this upon a long-suffering 
world : 

“It is nothing in its favor that papers and reporters 
champion it, and literary and social somewhats admire it. 
They do the like in some countries as to bull-fights; in 
others, as to duels; in others, as to slavery; and in our 
own country, as to race-courses and saloons. They are 
all of a piece, and all stand on the same basis of lust.” 


What is to be thought of the brain that can 
place in one category of abominations chattel 
slavery and a picture of a beautiful human body? 
And this man, wholly lacking in the faculty of dis- 
crimination, utterly unable to segregate the like 
and differentiate the unlike, is one of a party of 
fanatics who think that the state should force their 
abortions of ideas upon all the people. The pros- 
pect of their accession to complete power is truly 
an enrapturing one. 


Among the institutions which the church thinks 
she has a special commission to supervise (when 
she cannot suppress it) is her old enemy and rival, 
the theater. One of the editorial contributors of 
the Christian Statesman, Josiah W. Leeds, a per- 
verted Quaker, reported by telegraph to the 
national convention of the Woman’s Christian 
Temperance Union, in session at the time in 
Chicago, that a theater manager’s advertising 
agent had just been convicted in the quarter 
sessions court of Philadelphia for exposing 
indecent” show bills. The victory was Mr. 


Leeds’s. 
comments the Statesman. The Quaker inquisitor 
might turn his attention, when he gets through 
with the theaters, to the Bible. 
is in the hands of millions of susceptible young peo- 
ple, and no one can estimate the evil which it does. 
“Get some Christian lawyer to allow you to copy 
the law and then kindly call the attention of”— 
Sunday-school superintendents to its provisions! . 
On second thought, we move that Josiah W. Leeds 
be appointed a committee of one to prepare an 
expurgated Bible for the use of Sunday-schools, 
Epworth Leagues, Christian Endeavor Clubs, the 
Woman’s Christian Temperance Union, and the 
home. 

edition. 


“Few evils can be so easily suppressed,” 


Every Sunday it 


It will be much smaller than the present 


st 


“It is a fact that givs one a feeling of awe that of the 


Christians sprinkled among this number so few were 
killed, so few wounded, and so few suffered in any way. 
In many cases theirs were marvelous instances of escape. 
Houses left standing when all around were in ruins, so 
as to cause the heathen themselvs to make comments as 
to why this should be go. 
that God took care of his own.” 


We are bound to acknowledge 


The foregoing chunks of wisdom dropped from 


the pen of Miss Bickersteth, when she was writing 
her “Japan As We Saw It,” and hav reference to 
the great earthquake of Nagoya and its victims. 
If we believed in a God we should say that.such 
talk was rank blasphemy, for we can conceive of no 
worse blasphemy against any person than to 
attribute to him criminal intentions and actions. 
But as we hav no God to defend we are compelled 
to regard Miss Bickersteth’s expressions as im- 


measurably stupid. Could any woman—or man— 
look out upon the world through a more narrow 
aperture? We do not see how it could be possible. 
Is Miss Bickersteth a near blood relativ to Tal- 
mage? There is a kinship, surely. God cares for 
his “own”? By the logic of this argument the 
numberless supposedly Christian victims of acci- 
dent and natural convulsions must hav been Infi- 
dels or pagans in disguise ! 


‘‘The national reform movement standson this platform. 
It opposes both to secularism and to church and state Chris- 
tianityand the state It seeksto organize all the friends of 
Christian civil government against the encroachments and 
revolutionary demands of secularism. For in this conflict 
the advocates of secularism are the assailants. Their watch- 
words are ‘discontinue,’ ‘repeal,’ ‘abrogate,’ ‘abolish.’ 
They find the Bible in our public schools, and demand 
its expulsion. They hear the voice of prayer in our halls 
of legislation, and demand that it be hushed. The oath, 
with its solemn appeal to God, is administered to wit- 
nesses and jurors in our courts, and to our officers of 
government, and the demand is made that it shall be 
abolished. In these and many other ways the govern- 
ment has been and is connected with Christianity, with- 
out any union of church and state; and this existing con- 
nection of state and religion, which secularism labors to 
destroy, the National Reform Association strives to de- 
fend and maintain.”—Dr. McAllister’s Manual of Chris- 
tian Civil Government. 


Those are splendid watchwords. We would dis- 
continue the payment of public money for the 
teaching of Protestantism in the publie schools; 
we would repeal all laws which exempt church prop- 
erty from equal taxation with the homes of the 
people; we would abrogate all the unconstitutional 
and outrageous Sunday statutes; we would abolish 
all the Christian adjuncts of civil government. It 
is only a dishonest trick of speech to advocate 
“Christian civil government” in one breath and 
declaim against “church and state” in the next. 
There can be no connection of any religion with 
civil government which is not at the same time and 
inevitably a union of church and state. Every 
chaplain who draws a dollar for his religious work 
in army or prison or Congress is a living refutation 
of Dr. McAllister’s deceptiv disclaimer. 


Readers will aid the cause by forwarding us 
names of their friends who might be interested in 
sample copies of Tume Trora SEEKER. 


« Happy is the man that findeth wisdom, and the 
man that getteth understanding,” provided he un- 
derstands that “God's ways are not our ways” and 
that no matter how many people he used to kill, it 
was all right. They were no doubt Infidels and 
were in the habit of asking questions, 
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“As A Man Thinketh so is He.”* 


Lapres AND GENTLEMEN: When I was asked to come 
here to-night and speak upon this platform “as 
the representativ of Woman,”I began wondering 
which of the infinit varieties of womankind I was ex- 
pected to represent; and I thought if it took such 
a number of distinguished and able men to repre- 
sent Man, that I was surely expected to inflate my- 
self tremendously if I was torepresent Woman with 
a large W. But I accepted the invitation asa good 
“sion” in the zodiac that. these gifted gentlemen 
did not feel wholly capable and willing, as men hav 
felt heretofore, and as the stupid and the aritrary 
ones still feel, of doing all the feminin “ represent- 
ing” themselvs, so I agreed to come. 

Then I fell to thinking that, although the very 
originators of this new society hav probably not so 
believed, yet it is true that the work of such an 
organization will in the long run, mean more for, 
and do more to benefit, women than men. 

“Science Sermons!” The scientific method of 
thought applied to the topics to be considered 
whether they be of fact, of speculation, or of philo- 
sophy. Ah, that isa great step upward for both 
Man and Woman; but in its application it will 
mean to her, in addition to what it will mean to and 
for him, all of that scope and opportunity of devel- 
opment which has so far been his alone. 

In the strictly scientific method of thought alone 
will woman find her release from superstition and 
the bondage which barbarity bound upon. her. The 
unreasoning emotionalism of woman herself, and 
about woman by man, has bred more sorrow and 
fed more crime than has almost any other one 
force. 

Those who think unfairly act unfairly. l 

He whose mental processes are devious or be- 
fogged cannot be relied upon for conduct that shall 
be direct and wholesome. 

Did it ever occur to you that most minds filled 

and educated by the unscientific method are like 
jugs into which marbles are dropped? There is no 
assimilation. The points of contact are so slight 
and so evasiv that the mind itself never recognizes 
the relations of the material or facts it stores away. 
Each is a marble dropped in. It lies there alone. 
There is no blending; no dovetailing; no instinctiv 
and unconscious mingling which givs to the student 
that grasp which enables him to see each thing in 
its relation to its fellows; which givs, in short, per- 
spectiv or a sense of proportion, to his field of learn- 
ing. 
The result is that in after years much of the 
mass is utterly useless and the rest is so unevenly, 
disconnectedly laid away in his mind that it is of 
slight service. The application is as capricious and 
as uncertain as the whims of a child. Let me giv 
you two or three illustrations which I hav chanced 
to stumble upon in my reading in the past f w days, 
` and which illustrate the results of the unscientific 
“sermons” in school, in college, and in pulpit; 
which hav gone so far to form the minds of those 
whose words I shall quote. These are taken quite 
at random and are simply to suggest the results of 
the old methods of mental gymnastics which we hav 
heretofore called education. I am going to quote 
first froma leading statesman. It will be necessary 
fcr us to assume (if any of us hav prejudices or 
opinions which would lead us to think otherwise) 
that these printed words are the sincere opinions of 
those who wrote or spoke them, and I for one, be- 
lieve there is far less mental dishonesty in the 
world that is intentional than there is of that which 
is unintentional. — 

And remember that I am not going to “take 
sides” in these matters which I quote, but simply 
show the illogical and unscientific results of the old 
methods of education as they appear in expressions 
which we are bound to accept as sincere manifesta- 
tions of the minds which gave them forth. 

The first I take from a shining light, an able man 
whether you agree with him or not. It is Senator 
Sherman. In a recent debate on the silver question 
he said: “The government ought to encourage 
every industry in every part of the country, but it 
ought not to encourage those industries at the ex- 
pense of the interests of the whole people of the 
United States.” And that from a leading advocate 
of protection, tariff! His marbles don’t assimilate. 
His silver marble and his tariff marble are on dif- 
ferent sides of his mental jug. 

In the same paper I saw a glowing editorial urg- 
ing every “good and loyal citizen” to register and 
vote. The editor very eloquently argued that no 
one was entitled to the benefits of a free govern- 
ment who did not feel and show enough interest in 
its welfare—who had not enough pride in and patriot- 
ism for his country—to exercise his enobling and 


*Helen H. Gardener’s lecture before the Science Ser- 
mon’s Society. 


lofty right and privilege and duty as a citizen of 
such government, by doing all that he could to 
place in power the best and worthiest candidates. 
He argued that citizens who do not vote should 
either be forced to vote or else be “disgraced by 
having the franehise taken from them and be- 
ing placed upon the footing where they belong ”— 
with “aliens, idiots, and criminals.” 

Well, that same paper had an editorial on the 
same day in which women were sneered at for 
wanting to register and vote—for not wishing to be 
placed upon a footing with°“ aliens, idiots, and 
criminals,” for taking an interest in placing 
the best candidates in office, for taking an interest 
in the welfare of the government whose benefits 
they enjoy as citizens—in'so far as the proscribed 
class of “aliens, idiots, criminal, and women” may 
be supposed to enjoy these and other things. 

Another rather amusing illustration I shall giv 
you. 

All this past six months the papers hav teemed 
with the “squabbles” of the lady managers of the 
World’s Fair, and they said that such unseemly 
conduct showed anew “ the folly of placing women 
in charge of large affairs, for which they are, and 
will ever be, wholly unfitted by nature.” I went 
out to Chicago during the World’s Fair, and while 
I did hear a good deal of difference of opinion and 
discussion among these women, it seemed to me a 
most normal and healthy sign, a promising indica- 
tion of individuality and independence of thought 
of those who differed and did not feel that it was 
absolutely necessary to go about all day long say- 
ing yes to everything that anybody else said. 
Well, these same papers called the differences (of 
which there were quite as many) in the men’s board 
of managers, “another spirited debate,” etc., but 
never a “squabble.” 

But if, perchance, they had been so designated, 
who would hav argued from that that it proved 
“the incapacity of all men (by nature) to deal with 
such topics”? Need I make the application? 

We hav heard ever since we were born—and some 
of us are in danger of believing it—that whatever 
the feminine brain might achieve it could never, 
never, never be good at mathematics, because in 
the scheme of nature, as interpreted by man, it 
wasn’t constructed that way. Well, » year or two 
ago a Miss Fawcett, of London, stood in the Cam- 
bridge examination above the senior wrangler. 
When this was pointed out as proof that it was not 
sex in brain which had kept most women from high 
achievements in mathematics, we were met by the 
reply, “Oh, certainly; but she is an exception! 
She is not like other women”—a discovery about 
Miss Fawcett which had not been made, by the 
way, up to that time. Do you see where that will 
lead? She ¿s something of an exception not only 
to women in general (since she. is the first to take 
such rank), but to men in general, since it remains 
yet for even one man to prove that he is capable of 
the achievement! The ratio is rather on woman’s 
side, isn’t it? And time certainly is on his side, 
since he has the records of all the “exceptional” 
men from the time the first university was estab- 
lished to place against that of a petty scrap of time 
since woman has ever been permitted (as Miss 
Fawcett was) to eat the crumbs from the college 
table! 

At our own Johns Hopkins recently it was a 
woman—the mother of children—who achieved 
the following, in what would seem to be a peculi- 
arly unlikely field for women. Johns Hopkins 
University has enrolled among its students this 
year a rather remarkable woman in the person of 
Mrs. Arthur Davis. Before her marriage she gradu- 
ated with high honors from Columbia university in 
Washington. She passed a perfect examination 
for the nautical almanac office, making one hundred 
per cent., while her competitors, all men, and all 
college graduates, retired from the examination 
room early in the day, unable to solve the problems 
presented. She invented a Washington-Greenwich 
table, which is now in observatory use. She will 
study for the degree of doctor of prilosophy. The 
paragraph does not state, but the fact is, that she 
some time ago found and corrected blunders in the 
nautical tables which hav stood the test of time— 
and masculine scholarship—for lo, these many 
years. 

They headline her as “rather a remarkable 
woman!” Of course sheis not an ordinary woman; 
but the “rather remarkable man” who will achieve 
the same triumph has yet to appear; and again the 
ratio is on the side of the proscribed and incompe- 
tent sex. 

“There has never been a female Shakspere” is 
an argument often put forth to prove that the high- 
est mental achievement in literature is beyond 
woman’s scope—that “nature has incapacitated 
her.” There has never been but one male Shak- 


spere. Well, there has never been any male Miss 
Fawcett, above the senior wrangler. There. has 


‘never been a male Mrs. Davis; but does this argue 


that nature has incapacitated men for high achieve- 
ment in mathematics, in nautical caleulation—not 
to mention “wrangling ?” 

But seriously, the unscientific method of thought 
which leads to such non segutter beliefs, editorials, 
and squibs—or “arguments,” as their authors 
fondly believe them to be—would lead me to say, as 
when I sat listening to the Senate discuss the silver 
bill a few days ago: “Let us hear no more of this 
idiocy of self government by men! This ‘squab- 
ble’ proves anew that men are not fit for rulers— 
ergo, henceforth woman should make all laws and 
rule as she sees fit,” which no one would deplore 
more than I. The scientific method handles pre- 
mises and conclusions with a greater regard for 
sequence. 

According to the marble and jug method there 
used to be a theory that if a man had epilepsy he 
had been consorting with the devil—with a big D— 
and that he Lad caught a lot of little devils. 

Little devils of a migratory turn used to be as 
‘numerous and as handy as “microbes” are now 
when the doctors of medicin or of law or of theology 
were digging around in their jug of marbles for in- 
formation to giv out to their “lay” worshipers. 

By and by they dropped the devil (as if he had 
grown too hot) and took out their “ witch” marble, 
and their methods being the same their results were 
quite as logical and as satisfactory to everybody 
except, possibly, the witches. 

I never had a chance—as they say in the South— 
“to meet up with” a devil; but a year or so ago I, 
with about seventy-five others, was taken on a 
special train to visit the witches in their haunts 
over in Salem, Mass. We were to hav two treats— 
see and learn all about the places where Nathaniel 
Hawthorne lived and wrote, and visit (with guides 
and instructors) “ Witch Hill” and “the * witch 
house ” and other scarey places. I saw, carefully” 
preserved in a sealed bottle, in the archives of the 
courthouse, some of the round-headed pins that va- 
rious witches had mysteriously inserted in the flesh 
of sundry victims who had, later on, brought them 
to justice. producing these “ pointed” proofs of the 
compact with the devil. Isaw the “witch house.” 

We all stood—seventy-five of us—in the street to 
look at it. We gazed at a small, old-fashioned 
structure, the roof cf which (in common with most 
of those about, which were of the old town) slanted 
at a sharp angle from a peak or ridge pole. Our 
guide was plied with questions from all sides. 

« Why is it called the witch house ?” 

The guide hummed and hawed, and gave no 
legitimate reply. 

“What did he say?” “Why was it?” “Oh!” 
“Don’t he know?” “What did we come for?” 
“ Did one of the witches liv here?” 

This last was addressed to the guide: “ Well, I 
don’t just know that one of them dived here, but—” 

Some one suggested that perhaps the judge who 
tried them lived there or possibly it was the house 
in which they were tried, or— 

The guide was hard pressed and desperate; and 
it is only fair that I tell you that he was a college 
professor, and was selected to pilot the party be- 
cause of his learning and his witch and Salem 
lore. <‘ Well,” said he, somewhat in desperation, 
“I don’t know that the judge who tried ’em lived 
there, and I wouldn't like to say that it is the 
house in which they were tried; but it is always 
called the ‘ witch house,’ and people come to see it 
from everywhere. Nobody ever asked before 
why it was called that and I hav never looked that 
up, but—” 

Well, there we stood—seventy-five of us—in the 
middle of the street—-doctors, lawyers, merchants, 
teachers, writers, and men and women of leisure 
and of labor, all staring at that house, and that was 
the information we had gone for from various cities 
on a special expedition to obtain! That was the 
definitness and value of the information contained 
in the jug we had taken out as a guide, who was 
familiar with the history of the town. At last some 
one—determined to be appreciativ— exclaimed: 
«Just see how the roof slants down!” and then we 
all turned and wended our way to the special train, 
and back to Boston! 

Now, our guide, the professor, knew all the his- 
torical spots, and he took us to them, but right 
there his stock of information ended, although he 
had taken many others to see these same wonders. 
His method of thought had put the marbles of fact 
into his mental jug, and had taken them out from 
time to time and dropped them back again, but 
what he knew had no relation to anything else on 
the topic. It began no place and ended nowhere. 
Each was simply a cold, round, single fact dropped 
among a lot of other miscellaneous, cold, round, 
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isolated facts, and from a scientific point of view 
might as well hav been a shot or a huckleberry. 

That style of thought, that method of teaching 
and of learning, which leaves simply a deposit of 
the vagaries of nothingness as a result, is the very 
antipodes of the “Science Sermon ” method which, 
as I understand it, is to be inaugurated here, accord- 
ing te which method of thought and teaching all 
facts are related—lead somewhere—begin some 
place—are a part of each and every other bit of 
knowledge gained ; and instead of the echo of the 
rattle of a half hollow jug of more or less valuable 
marbles, will produce a mind so stored and de- 
veloped that its unfolding will be like the spreading 
of the branches of a great live oak; or better still, 
like the sea, to which each river, or creek, or bab- 
bling rill brings its large or its small contribution 
to ‘add to the one inextricable, mingled, powerful, 
mighty whole which bears upon its bosom the 
hopes, the wisdom, and the ambitions of man. 

Perhaps it is not inappropriate for me to say 
that had it not been for the birth of the scientific 
method of thought I would not stand here—no 
woman would be represented here to-night. 
Womanhood would be where superstition and au- 
thority placed it—under the feet of man! That 
woman was created solely for his use, abuse, or pleas- 
ure was never doubted so long as “ authority for truth 
and not truth for authority” was accepted as the 
creed of the world! And that is why I said at the 
first, that however much movements like this, 
which aim to achieve the true basis and method of 
thought, may do for man—however much it may 
mean for him—for woman it means salvation; and 
therefore to the race, her children, it is the star of 
hope. When both men and women shall be edu- 
cated and learn to think by the scientific method 
their children will cease to be born intellectual 
cripples and moral idiots! 

Lhis beautiful world does not need to be, as it 
now is, a hospital, a prison, or & reformatory for 
the majority of the race! If we only had the judg- 
ment—the accurate and scientific capacity of 
thought to use them right—the materials are all 
here to make us healthy, and happy, and good. 
We hav been blindly throwing these materials to- 
gether as a wasteful or a vicious cook pitches per- 
fect ingredients into the oven only to produce a 
worthless or an unwholesome dish. 

We hav but to apply the deft hand and the accu- 
rate eye of Science to make of this world an exquisit 
garden filled with happy and healthy children, who 
shall grow to manhood and womanhood lovers of 
justice; who shall be clear of head and clean of 
heart—for “as.a man thinketh so is he.” 

Herren H. GARDENER. 


Freethought Federation of America. 


SAMUEL P. PUTNAM, President. 
Joun R. CHARLESWORTH, Sec. E. C. REICHWALD, Treas. 

Address all communications to Headquarters at 165 
South Water street, Chicago, Il. 

The recent Congress has undoubtedly given the 
Federation a greater impetus than ever. The mani- 
fess enthusiasm of its members, who contributed 
largely to the great success of the Congress, has 
done much to encourage us in our work, and we 
are looking with confidence and hope to yet greater 
victories. From almost every state its members 
came, and by their continued presence added to the 
interest therein. $ 

As may be seen by its reports, the Federation 
has now a membership of three thousand, five hun- 
dred. This constitutes it the largest and strongest 
Freethought organization upon the continent of 
America. The enviable position we occupy has 
been attained in the one short year of its existence, 
yet Iam pleased to say, that with the assistance 
of its spl ndid allies and workers, its strength 
and numbers will be very largely increased during 
the ensuing year. In addition to the president 

“and myself, Messrs. Steiner and Roloson will 
shortly be found working in its behalf, secur- 
ing members and organizing them into election dis- 
tricts wherever an opportunity to do so arises. This 
is the work we hav before us for the coming year, 
and in which-we earnestly ask all Freethinkers to 
cooperate. We want to be prepared for the election 
of 1896. We must not wait longer. Now is the 
time-to begin, and ‘at our next convention a platform 
will be drawn up and presented to the country upon 
which all Freethinkers may unite. There are nine. 
demands which Freethinkers hav been making for 
some years past, but they hav never got any further 
than the demands. Heretofore they hav existed 
merely upon. paper, and no effort has been made to 
bring them forth as a practical issue. The Federa- 
tion proposes to formulate a platform based upon 
these demands and carry them to the ballot-box.. 


A Freethinker should be willing at any time to} 


yote his opinions. Jf Freethought is worth living: 


-| armed with envenomed teeth and ied by slander. 


for and working for, it is worth voting for. My} J. L. Tompkinz......... J. H. Brown........ 
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distribution of Freethought literature. For this 
purpose the Federation will shortly publish some 
small pamphlets, and friends desiring to help us 
in this direction may do so at once by sending a 
subscription to the treasurer. One of the docu- 
ments we wish to publish is the address given by 
Mr. Putnan at the late Congress. This will make 
a splendid pamphlet for our cause, and should be 
widely distributed. The Federation desires to get 
these out as soon as possible. We will distribute 
them free of cost upon application, but we must 
hav the financial help we need with which to do it. 
The Federation has quickly become the most, popu- 
lar body of .organized Freethinkers. Fifty-four 
new members were enrolled at the Congress, and 
with four workers in the field, we are expecting to 
increase our list of members threefold during the 
coming year. 

All the leaders of Freethought in America are in 
sympathy with its aims and objects. Ithas now the 
undivided support of the Freethought press, and is 
in a good position to accomplish valuable work for 
our cause. Send in your names for membership; we 
set no price, ask no pay. We simply desire you to 
join yourself with us and fuse your enthusiasm 
with ours. No thoughtful man can fail to see that 
the zealous partisans of factions, creeds, and 
money-making sects hav caused the greatest calam- 
ities that man has been doomed to suffer. We are 
cursed in free America to-day by a huge army of 
priestly parasites, who, by a corrupt system of 
artificial society, are divorced from all productiv 
labor, and this, too, in addition to an enormous 
array of cumbersome and hopelessly entangled 
legislation. Our object is to prevent similar calam- 
ities befalling us in future; and every honest effort 
to free the humanity we love from serfdom 
ought, at least, to command respect. ` In this age, 
and owing to the present constitution of society, 
the feeblest suppositions of blind adherents to 
creed or party may easily be hardened into firm 
convictions, and notions that are merely frail 
dreams often become grave and solemn accusations, 


Joun R. CHARLESWORTH, 
Sec. Freethought Federation of America, 


Paper vs. Gold. 


Yes, friend Peck, Tur Trura Szrxer does confine 
itself pretty faithfully to the all-important business 
of exposing the frauds and cruelties of priestcraft 
and witchcraft. But through its indulgence you 
hav been allowed much valuable space in which you 
saw fit, with no good reason, to couple me with Mr. 
Brayton. I did not, and do not altogether, indorse 
him. While you may feel able to cope with two at 
once, you will no doubt accord to me, as I do to 
you, the virtue of sincerity. Each of us is aiming 
for the best way. 

You think that were I to read Bryant on “Money,” 
Brice’s “ Financial Catechism,” etc., I would enter- 
tain far different opinions. I may retort, that were 
you to read Herbert Spencer’s “ Meddlesome Legis- 
lation,” your views might be enlarged. You are 
pleased to say, in substance, that I must hav got 
my ideas as the Christian dupe gets his. Perhaps 
you get yours more through reading crazy Social- 
istic theories than from observation and thought. 

In your opening skirmish you make secretary 
McCulloch say, in 1865: “The people are out of 
debt, the business of the country is done on a cash 
basis,” etc., and then you add, “there was nota 
dollar of gold or silver in circulation.” Unfortun- 
ately for you, neither of these three assertions is 
true. But it is true that about that time all our 
paper money not redeemable in gold was at a dis- 
court—requiring a double quantity to buy gold or 
anything else. 

You are “inclined to think that paper is of 
greater value than gold.” It is hard to believe that 
you are sincere. You cite Venice as prosperous 
and using no coin. Venice was then governed by 
an absolute oligarchy, having its “bridge of sighs,” 
over which no offender ever returned. And what is 
Venice to-day? 

Yes, France paid an enormous war indemnity to 
Germany, and she had to pay it in gold. You say 
that France is now more prosperous than Germany; 
but you omit to say that France, with a smaller 
populatiom, has a third more gold than Germany 
and three times the amount of silver. Your state- 
ment givs the impression that France has nothing 
but legal tender paper. 

Did you ever think of the struggle our conti- 
nental currency had? How much will you giv 
to-day for a Confederate $5 note? Oh, there is no 
gold backing it! 

You say, “if an act of Congress can make $1 in 
money out of ten cents worth of copper,” ete. As 
you assume it can, I do not see how you can logi- 
cally deny the Christian dogma that a God made 
the world out of nothing. Congress may violate, 
but cannot abolish, a natural law. 

Savages use beads and trinkets, and sometimes 
more civilized communities use “shinplasters” as 
money, but such kinds of money hav no value out- 
side their narrow localities. And just so with a 
nation. 

This country is one of a number of nations seek- 
ing foreign intercourse and trade, and it is neces- 
sary to recognize the usual international measure 
of value to adjust balances. Fiat paper won’t do. 
Our national shinplasters do, and possibly your 
ten cents’ worth of copper dollars might, pass cur- 
rent in our own land as the beads of the savage do 
in his; but what could you do with them in foreign 
lands? 

A hobby should be carefully examined. Some 
Liberals hav, most inconsistently, two hobbies—one 


This is the direct result of an emasculating Chris- 
tian education, and speaks plainly of the evil in- 
stincts of its adherents, with their concomitant and 
dependent follies. Eighteen hundred years ago, it 
is said, angels sang “ Peace on earth and good will 
toward men,” but it has never been sung since by 
orthodox Christianity. That glorious day and its 
consequent joys lies yet in the dim and distant 
future. Then let us work together, shoulder to 
shoulder, for the dawn of that bright and glorious 
morn. Already its sun shows a gilding upon the 
clouds, but it lies waiting until orthodoxy shall 
perish and Freethought reign triumphant o’er the 
earth. 

Education is our salvation—on this we must rely. 
Then let us educate the people by a profuse dis- 
tribution of Freethought literature and by means 
of Freethought lectures. We will guarantee to 
flood the country with Freethought if we can only 
get the means. Then help us to the extent of your 
ability, and let each send what hecan afford. Times 
are hard just now, but cheer up, better ones are 
coming, and they will be here just as soon as the 
legislators will let the business of the country 
alone, and interested party organs shall cease try- 
ing to cause commercial panics. Remember the 
treasurer’s address is 16:: South Water ‘street, Chi- 
cago, Ill., to whom all subscriptions may be sent, 
and all communications for the Federation ad- 
dressed. 

Since the publication of our last financial state- 
ment I hav received the following amounts, by 
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Brooklyn, New York, Newark, and all the surround- 
ing country, come to this great gathering. Let 
New England, Boston, and Paine Hall send their 
delegations hither; for surely the glory of our new 
republic depends not simply on the. battles of the 
great war, but upon the ideas that throbbed in the 
heat of the conflict; and who has given the world 
nobler ideas, more inspiring thoughts, more just 
and sublime sentiments, than the author of ‘“ Com- 
mon Sense,” “The Rights of Man,” and “ The Age 
of Reason”? Let us gather the flowers, let us 
strew his grave—let us symbolize thus the bright- 
ness of our memory and our hope. 
Samvuzt P. Purnam. 


that I had no right to bring it in—it had no log- 
ical connection with the subject of the lecture; and, 
secondly, it did not represent Christianity in its 
essence; and thirdly, the Christian world to-day 
did not believe it, and what was the use of bother- 
ing about it. To these, I answered, First, that the 
creed did hav a perfectly logical connection with 
the subject, for the Presbyterian creed is the irre- 
sistible conclusion of Theism and the doctrin of crea- 
tion. If there isa God who made all things, then 
he is such a God as the Presbyterian creed describes, 
for he must be the author of all the horrors of the 
world, and such a God is simply a devil, and the 
church does not slander him. The New York Sun 
says that ss a matter of logic the Presbyterian 
creed is one of the most magnificent productions 
of the human mind. Thisis so. There is no flaw 
in it It is crystal clear. Grant the premise, a 
God, and the structure is unassailable. No Theist, 
and no Christian can escape it. There is no way 
out except by pure Atheism and the doctrin of 
evolution. Bring in a God anywhere, and you must 
bring in a Presbyterian God. If, therefore, the 
theory of creation must result logically in such a 
creed, then I hav a right to produce that creed in a 
lecture on “Evolution and Creation.” 

Secondly: This creed is the essence of the Chris- 
tian religion. Every statement in it is proved from 
the Bible. It is a Bible creed. It is the creed of 
Jesus, for Jesus himself taught fore-ordination. It 
is the creed of the Catholic church, of the Episco- 
palian church, of the orthodox Congregational 
church, and of almost all the Baptist churches. It 
is the creed of the vast majority of Christian 
churches. The Methodists do not accept it. They 
put “fore-knowledge” in the place of “fore 
ordination ;” but that does does not help the matter, 
for if God foreknew all this horror and suffering, 
and did not prevent, then he is a helpless God. If 
he could prevent, and did not, then he foreordained 
this horror and suffering, and the Methodist God 
becomes a’ Presbyterian God. So with the Unita- 
rian God, and all the Gods. The Presbyterian God 
is the boss God after all; and a creed founded upon 
the Bible, affirmed by Jesus as well as by St. Paul, 
believed in by over ninety per cent. of Christian 
churches—that, I say, is the essence of the Chris- 
tian religion. . 

But the Christians themselvs don’t believe that 
creed. Presbyterian clergymen don’t believe it. 
Then what is the result, I said. This, that Chris- 
tians and the Presbyterian clergymen, in particular, 
are cowards and hypocrits; for they profess to be- 
lieve"the creed, and don’t dare publicly to deny it. 
At this point of my answer one of my cpponents 
became so angry that he left the hall, declaring 
that I was resorting to abuse, when I was simply 
stating a logical conclusion; for, if the Presbyte- 
rian clergymen do not believe that creed, and yet 
will not change the creed, but still stand by it as a 
church, then these clergymen must be cowards and 
hypocrites. 

So ended the debate; but I purpose to use the 
Presbyterian creed every time, until the creed and 
the church go down together, for the church is 
built on that creed, and no man can escape that 
creed until he renounces God altogether. 

I was pleased to meet Mr. H. A. Powell, who 
took part in the discussion, and who lectures 
next Sunday afternoon on “ Reform in Politics.” 
Mr. Powell was formerly in the Christian pulpit, 
but became too broad for that, and is now a lawyer 
and a political reformer. He is elected member uf 
the Constitutional Convention, and I think we can 
rely on him to do some good work there for Free- 
thought. This convention is a matter of great im- 
portance to Freethinkers, and it must be carefully 
watched, and we must be on the ground to see if 
we can’t get impartial taxation into the constitution. 
We must not be idle in this matter. We must see 
upon whom we can rely, and organize our forces. 

The Brooklyn Philosophical Association in a 
public-spirited and generous manner has resolved 
to renovate Paine’s monument at New Rochelle. 
Moss and lichen hav gathered upon it of late years 
and the letters are somewhat obliterated. The 
association proposes to put letters of gold upon the 
monument, so that the memory of the great hero 
of Freethought may be the better preserved. This 
will be done the coming spring; then, when the 
decoration is- complete, there will be a grand cele- 
bration around the monument the following 
Decoration Day. Let this be a noble and beautiful 
Occasion indeed for Freethought. Let us gather 
from far and near; let us make this a day to be re- 
membered. Bring flowers and cover the monument 
with all the glorious wonder and wealth of spring. 
Let us make that monument resplendent to the 
eyes of this generation. Let us show how deeply 
we love and honor this man, who sacrificed every- 
thing for freedom and justice. ‘Let the Liberals of 


divide the gain with them. Well, I havn’t spent 
any time in that business. 

I deprecate contentions between Liberals. Our 
united and untiring force should be directed 
against the octopus-like priest, who is a robber 
from the beginning. The most important money 
question is, how to accomplish the just taxation of 
the millions of church property. I hav asked many 
Protestants, in view of their fears of the growing 
influence of the Catholics, why they do not favor 
taxing all church property as a means of checking 
them? But I find Protestants generally too meanly 
selfish to accept the suggestion. L. G. Rer. 


The Brooklyn Philosophical Association.. 


EVOLUTION AND CREATION.—THE PAINE MONUMENT.—— 
A GRAND CELEBRATION. 


Mr. Westbrook Writes About the Sunday 
Opening of the World’s Fair and the late 
Congress of the American Secular Union. 


Well, the Jackson Park Fair has come to an end 
—rather untimely, because of the brutal murder of 
the mayor of Chicago by one of the brutes. I can 
not call it an International or World’s Fair, nor 
even a United States or National Fair, because, 
either through neglect or design, Jackson Park was 
never turned over to the Federal government for 
the purposes of the exhibition, and the commis- 
sioners had to be subject tc the municipal laws 
which governed that suburb of the Mushroom city. 
The federal government had no jurisdiction over 
the grounds upon which the Fair was held, and 
therefore could only cover up its exhibits, and thus 
show what respect it could, for the more than two- 
thirds vote of Congress, appropriating $2,500,000 
to the Fair on the condition that the gates should 
be closed on Sunday. It is worthy of note that an 
effort was made to get a repeal of this act of Con- 
gress after it had nearly a year to consider, but it 
failed tə even get it out of the hands of the com- 
mittee. Judges Wood and Jenkins, of the federal 
court, made a fair and square decision in favor of 
the condition made by Congress, but were over-ruled 
by Judge Fuller, who happens to be chief-justice, 
on the merest technicality. The remark about in- 
junctions made by him in his decision, a boy who 
had been in a lawyer's office six weeks could suc- 
cessfully contradict! The decisions of the obsti- 
nate, local, petty Judge Stein, and of the incoherent 
local Judge Goggin, are not worth even a passing 
notice. But the most remarkable action was, at 
last, taken by the national commissioners by an al- 
most unanimous vote, and was soon followed by 
the Chicago local commissioners, to close the Fair 
on Sunday. But then two local judges would not 
let them close. The commissioners had been 
“raised by their own petard!” This playing “ fast 
and loose,” and performing divers “ somersault,” 
and “ground and lofty tumbling,” was most mar- 
velous to behold. The Jackson Park Fair kept its 
gates open until the last, because Judge Goggin 
decided not to hear the application for a vacation 
of Judge Stein’s injunction until some weeks after 
the final closing of the Fair by limitation of time. 
But the question of Sunday closing was really de- 
cided by the people who were most interested in 
the matter; to wit, the large and influential body 
of representativ exhibitors, who covered up their 
exhibits on Sundays. - This killed Sunday opening. 
The people would not pay to gaze mainly upon a 
great sea of canvas, and the working people were 
not so zealous for Sunday education after all. 
When the commissioners found that the “gate 
money” would not pay, they voted to close. The 
whole management was a blunder, which, as Tally- 
rand said, was sometimes worse than a crime. In- 
deed, they were guilty of crime, too, in violating a 
contract made with Congress, not to open the Ex- 
hibition on Sunday. oo 

And now to call attention to certain things I de- 
sire to mention, I must necessarily introduce cert sin 
personal matters, which I deeply regret. In Sep- 
tember, 1892, I was officially invited by the Board 
of The American Secular Union to make a speech 
at the annual Congress, to be held in Chicago in 
October. I promptly accepted, and gave as my 
subject “The Sunday Question.” During intervals 
of a protracted illness I made notes for my coming 
speech, but about a week before the Congress met 
I was forbidden by my physician to go to Chicago 
because of my increased illness. Sick as I was I 
called a stenographer and put my rough notes into 
a written speech. I sent this to the officers of the 
Secular Union and requested that my type-written 
address should be read to the Congress. Just be- 
fore the meeting I received a postal card from a 
member of the board saying, “ You are announced 
for Monday afternoon and program already out.” 
Another postal card from the same person and same 
date said, “I am informed you are not coming, but 
send your lecture. Your picture is already in the 
hands of the Inier-Ocean. Come if possible.” 


It was again my privilege to lecture before the 
Brooklyn Philosophical Association on Sunday 
afternoon, November 12th, and certainly I could 
not find anywhere a more appreciativ audience, 
one more ready to listen to advanced thought, thougk 
all do not agree with the speaker, as will be seen by 
the animating discussions which take place after the 
addresses, which throughout the year present every 
variety of topic. My topic was “Evolution and 
Creation.” One or the other of these theories, I 
said, must be accepted as an explanation of the 
universe, or else no theory at all be accepted. 

The most modern, and the only reasonable theory 
of creation, is, not that God creates matter and its 
properties, which is inconceivable, but that he 
creates motion—that is, he keeps matter moving 
harmoniously. 

But science in the great modern doctrin of the 
conservation of force affirms trat motion is equally 
unbeginning and unending with matter, and mo- 
tion cannot be created or destroyed any more than 
matter. 

It is simply, therefore, a question of evidence. 
While a vast amount of evidence has been produced 
in favor of evolution, not a single fact has been 
produced to maintain the theory of creation. 

Evolution is not a new idea; but it was only an 
idea to the Greek and Hindoo philosophers. To 
modern science it is more than an idea. Itisa 
demonstrated fact. 

The four great laws of evolution are, First, the 
law of persistency; Second, the law of variation ; 
Third, the struggle for existence, for, through the 
operation of the first two laws, the universe becomes 
overcrowded with forms of life, and Fourth, nat- 
ural selection and the survival of the fittest. These 
explain, as nothing else has ever explained, the 
origin and growth of the present cosmos. Accept- 
ing evolution, it changes all our thoughts of man’s 
past, present and future; it gives us radically new 
ideas of religion, of morality, of the powers and 
progress of man. 

To contrast the moral influences of the theories 
of creation and evolution, I read the Presbyterian 
creed, which is the logical result of the theory 
cf creation, and over against this set the teachings 
of modern science, which, affirming the immuta- 
bility of law, also affirms that man in and through 
the law can change phenomena, as is witnessed by 
what Darwin calls “ artificial selection,” and there- 
fore man can produce changes in the universe, and 
so, to a certain extent, is master of his own destiny ; 
while, according to the Christian’s creed, he is only 
a slave bound by an iron fate, subject absolutely to 
the will of God, and, as St. Paul puts it, is clay in 
the hands of the potter. 

These are the main points of an hour’s discourse, 
and a pretty lively debate took place after the lec- 
ture. No one took the old theological ground and 
denied evolution altogether. Almost every one 
admitted evolution to a certain extent, but some of 
my critics wanted to mix God in with it. They 
didn't want God made absolutely useless and re- 
manded to limbo. There was some use for him 
still, especially in the operation of the conscience 
and exhibitions of transcendent human genius, and 
changes from imorganic to organic life, and from 
vegetable to animal life and the origin of species, 
etc. In answer to these criticisms I said that evo- 
lution had not solved all problems, for the reason 
that man had not yet gathered all facts, but as all 
evidence so far taken was for evolution and nothing 
in favor of creation, it was but fair to presume that 
evolution would eventually settle these problems, 
and there was no need of ány God to fill up the 
gaps, since God must be a pure assumption, while 
evolution is a demonstrated truth. Science does 
not know everything yet; it is willing to learn, 
but it is not willing to bar its pathway with that 
term “God.” which represents only despair and 
ignorance. 

But the main battle ground was about the Pres- 
byterian creed. It was averred, in the first place, 
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Well, my request was not granted; my speech was 
not read, nor did I ever receive any explanation or 
apology. Personally I did not care a fig about the 
refusal, but there was a principle involved. I was 
the last preceding President of the American Secu- 
lar Union and had been advertised as one of the 
speakers, and in my unavoidable absence I had a 
right to hav my speach read bya substitute. - 
The Congress had no more right to deny this than 
they would hav had to seize me by the collar and 
thrust mé from the platform had I been present 
and attempted to deliver my address. It was, how- 
ever, soon printed in the newspapers in extenso, 
without any thanks to the Congress. No Roman 
Catholic council, no Presbyterian synod or assem- 
bly, no Baptist convention, no Methodist confer- 
ence, no Episcopel convocation, would hav been so 
mean, narrow, intolerant, and bigoted as to treat a 
fellow-member with such contempt. Where were 
all their boasted professious about free thought and 
free speech? Orthodox Christians are sometimes 
very tyrannical, but if you want to find an example 
of doubly-distilled arrogance you must go to a 
handful of such extremists as controlled the Ameri- 
can Secular Union Congress of 1898. I shall not 
giv even a summary of my rejected speech, but 
shall call attention to a few points. Was not a very 
large majority of the exhibitors as I claimed 
conscientiously opposed to the Sunday opening? 
Did they not show it by covering up their articles ? 
Had they not a right to do this, and were they not 
bound to do it, granting them even ordinary honesty 
and sincerity? Hav we not reason to believe that 
‘multitudes “boycotted” the Fair by staving away? 
Did I not giv warning of all this in my sup- 
pressed speech? On the Sundays that the gates 
were open there was, in the aggregate, a heavy 
financial loss to the Fair. The Freethinkers 
seemed to exert no influence whatever. They rather 
helped the Sabbatarians by their extravagances. 
They were not even allowed, on a week day, to hold 
a meeting in the Fair buildings, though all sorts of 
pagans were allowed to do gso. They had to hold 
their Congress outside the gates in a remote part 
of the city, and pay for their private hall. When, 
in their Congress of 1892, they upset what had 
been done during the Centennial Fair in Philadel- 
phia by the largest and most intelligent body of Free- 
thinkers ever ass-mbled in the United States, by 
amending (?) the Constitution so as to abandon all 
laws regarding Sunday, the last nail was driven 
into the coffin of the American Secular Union, and 
it became auxiliary to the Anarchists. But it 
makes very little difference where the corpse goes, 
as very many of its old friends pronounce it an 
offense. The financial receipts were so small in 
1892 that tbe society seemed to be ashamed to 
publish them, and, in 1893, aided by the plea of 
the great demands for money to pay the lectureis 
at their Congress, they raised, if I remember cor- 
rectly, about $600. The receipts for 1894, I 
predict, will not be sufficient to furnish the 
secretary with pin-money. But the point I 
desire to emphasize is that the principles and 
policy E advocated in the suppressed speech 
hav been proved by experience to be correct. If 
any one cares to read it he can find itin The In- 
vestigator and Progressive Thinker of November 
2 and November 12, 1892. I would not change a 
word if I had the address to make to-day. I virtu- 
ally said to Sabbatarians and to so-called Free- 
thinkers, “a plague on both your houses!” You are 
both wrong Neither of them hav anything to be 
proud of in the matter of success. We do not 
want a Jewish or Puritanic or a religious Sabbath at 
all as a matter of legislation, but we want a secular 
Sunday established by law. Well, the Sunday show 
business of Jackson Park is now over. The gates 
were opened on Sunday at a heavy financial loss by 
a vote of the commissioners, and they were ordered 
to be closed by a vote of the same commissioners, 
but tkey would not close. The local judges hav- 
ing exe usiv jurisdiction of Jackson Park said, 
` «No—not until after the great exhibition dis- 
solves.” Now let us see whether the commis- 
sioners will refund the $2,500.000 they received 
from the United States government on condition of 
Sunday closing, or whether they prefer to go down 
in history with an infamy for which the English 
language has no word expressiv enough to properly 
characterize. It is enough for me to claim that the 
principles and policy of my suppressed speech hav 
been vindicated by the facts of history. The 
American Secular Union has done almost nothing 
in two years to advance the Nine Demands. A 
national society whose fundamental principles can 
be “amended” by a handful of cranks, without 
even giving the required notice, and that really 
‘does so little legitimate wor deserves to die. 
Requiescat in pace! R. B. Wesrsroox. 
Philadelyhia, Pa., Nov. 10, 1893. 


Kansas Notes. 


The Catholic church at Newton recently caught 
fire on Sunday, and was damaged $2,000. 


The Atchison Globe givs this sensible advice: 
“Instead of counting up those who belong to you 
in the next world, count up those who are left to 
you here.” f i 


Jn Kansas, when pious people lay aside dancing, 
they invariably resort to kissing parties for amuse- 
ment. Ina religious community in Brown county 
the church people waged war against dancing, and 
now kissing parties are held in the church. 

A fair-sized audience, composed of the most in- 
telligent people of the city, greeted Col. R. G. 
Ingersoll at the opera house in Atchison on the 
evening of October 21st. His subject was “Myth 
and Miracle,” and a number of prominent citizens 
expressed themselvs as being favorably impressed 
with the colonel’s logical sentiments. The lecture 
has doubtless set many to thinking. The beautiful 
word pictures that illuminated the discourse charmed 
the audience. A number of people came overland a 
distance of twenty miles to attend the lecture. It 
was observed that several ministers were present. 


Hon. Sol. Miller, the oldest and best known jour- 
nalist in Kansas, in his paper, the Kansas Chief, 
thus refers to Lincoln’s religion: “Our own belief, 
from what we hav heard from authentic sources, 
and from the cast of his features, is that Lincoln 
was pretty much of a Freethinker, and did not hav 
very much faith where there-was no reason; but 
that he respected the beliefs of others.. During the 
great struggle which occupied the whole of his ad- 
ministration, he realized that the country needed the 
assistance of all classes of people, and that the 
Christian churches were a mighty power being ex- 
erted for the preservation of the nation. In his 
speeches and writings he partook of the spirit of 
these people. He may not hav believed as they be- 
lieved, but he had a feeling in common with them, 
that toned his language in accordance with their 
beliefs. In time of great danger men naturally 
hope for or desire the aid of some mysterious power 
higher than themselvs. It does not always signify, 
when a man asks for the prayers of Christian peo- 
ple, that he believes in the efficacy of prayer. But 
he feels that there is strength in the sympathy of 
those who do believe in it. A man may appeal to 
God, who does not believe in a God. Or aman 
may believe in a God, but not in religious creeds.” 

Atchison, Kan. Grorce J. REMSBURG. 


Churchly Purpose and Performance. 


Max O’Reli has been in South Africa. Piety there is 
six-ply. People would come to his hotel and request that 
they might kneel and ask God to converthim. In the 
Transvaal many of the Boers are ‘‘ opposed to railways 
and telegraphs because they are not mentioned in the 
Bible.” 4» Bow Christianity ‘‘elevates woman” in 
Japan is told by the Buddhist kay. Some years ago an 
American woman, a procuress, went to Yokohama, and 
shortly after her arrival no less than fifty young daugh- 
ters of respectable families disappeared. ‘‘Again, the 
foreign roughs, mostly, perhaps, the sailors going to the 
public bath-houses on pretense of bathing, often forcibly 
break into the women’s department, and attempt to out- 
rage their persons. from this horrible indignity Japan 
has no protection.” *«x Rev. Nehemiah Boynton givs 
these directions how to make and can for winter use im- 
beciles and Christians: *‘ Hav your beliefs and hav your 
doubts. Believe your beliefs and doubt your doubts. 
Never doubt your beliefs, and never believe your 
doubts.” 4* We hear that the librarian of the Mil- 
waukee City Library has decided that the Freethinkers’ 
Magazine is not a fit publication to appear in the read- 
ing-room of that library .*« Isaiah Kunzman, who 
keeps a small fancy goods store at 183 Grand street, New 
York, was arrested on Sunday. The detectiv is still at 
large. Why is not a handkerchief a merchantable com- 
modity on Sunday as much as a newspaper, a pound of 
grapes, a hotel dinner, a car ride, or a sermon? *,* 
Canon Fisher, of Bournemouth, England, says: ‘* Only 
a fortnight since, on my way to church, a boy offered me 
a newspaper for sale. Steady, concerted action must be 
taken to put that kind of thing down. . The sea 
and cliffs are tempting enough to keep many persons from 
church, and we do not want Sunday newspapers to in- 
crease the temptation.” Cannot God’s gospel hold its 
own in competition with a newspaper, the production of 
frail man? *x Says the Church Times (England): 
“ Every possible endeavor should be made to pass a re- 
straining measure by which the church may be saved the 
indignity of having her affairs managed by Jews, Agnos- 
tics, and nondescripts.” Probably it would not do any 
good to advise the divorce of church and state while Amer- 
ican militant Christians want to hav them married here. 
«*x Rome, November 5th.— A peasant boy visiting with 
his mother in Palermo was stricken with cholera on 
Thursday. When he fell in cramps and cried out for 
pain, the mother thought him possessed of a devil. She 
carried him to the convent of St. Antonio and begged the 
monks to drive the evil spirit out of him. They placed 
the boy in the middle of the church, surrounded him, 
and for hours said prayers and incantations over his 
body. The boy died in agony on tbe floor of the church. 
The municipal government in Palermo has begun an in- 
quiry with the view of punishing the monks. «*» Local 


“‘ Sabbath ” committees auxiliary to the Wisconsin Sab- 
bath Association hav been organized during the last few 
weeks in Appleton, Wausau, Green Bay, Steven’s Point, 
Tornah, Sparta, La Crosse, Racine, Janesville, Platte- 
ville, and Beloit. In each case the committee means a 
confederation of churches, the Woman’s Christian Tem- 
perance Union, Young Men’s Christian Association, 
Young People’s Society of Christian Endeavor, Epworth 
League, etal. These committees appoint sub-committees 
which attend to the various details of the ‘“‘Sabbath re- 
form” work. Do friends of Sunday liberty realize what 
this systematic propaganda portends? 


It is perfectlv safe to say that such union of church and 
state as is pleasing to the Catholic hierarchy must be 
offensive to Freethinkers and inimical to the liberty and 
prosperity of Americans. In a paper entitled, ‘‘ What 
America Owes to Christianity,” read in the World’s 
Parliament of Religions by Prof. Thomas O’Gorman of 
the Catholic University of Washington, this occurs: 
‘Such a wide and deep Christian life in the component 
parts of the state cannot but influence the state itself; of 
what I should call the State’s Christianity, I give the 
following evidences: 

**1._ Not only does the federal government make Sun- 
day a legal day of rest for all its officials, but the states 
have Sunday laws, which do not enforce any specific 
worship, but do guard the day’s restfulness. Moreover, 
certain religious holidays are made legal holidays. 

‘2. Presidents and governors in officia! documents 
recognize the dependence of the nationon God and the 
duty of gratitude tohim. As notable examples I will 
cite Washington’s first and last addresses, Lincoln’s 
second inaugural and Gettysburg speech, and Cleveland’s 
second inaugural. 

‘3. Our courts decide questions of church discipline 
and property that come before them according to the 
charter and the constitution of the church in litigation. 
_ “4. The action of Congress in regard to Mormonism 
is an upholding of the Christian marriage. and in all the 
states bigamy isacrime. Immorality is not allowed by 
the civil power to flaunt itself in public, but is driven 
to concealment, and the Decalogue, inasmuch as it re- 
lates to the social relations of man, is enforced. 

‘5. Celebrations of a public and official character, 
sessions of state Legislatures and Congress are opened 
with prayer. Chaplains are appointed at public expense 
for Congress, the army, the navy, the military and naval 
academies, the state legislatures and institutions. When 
Franklin moved for prayer in the Federal Convention he 
gave the following reason: ‘How has it happened that 
we have not hitherto once thought o' humbly applying 
to the Father of Lights to illumine our understandings? 
The longer I live the more convincing proofs I see of 
this truth, that God governs the affairs of men.’ 

‘6. More than onceit has been decided by courts 
that we are a Christian people, and that Christianity is 
part of our unwritten law, as it is of the common law of 
England.” 


Lectures and Meetings. 


FRANKLIN STEINER desires to come East this fall and 
winter on a lecture trip, and would like to secure 
many engagements. His terms are very reasonable, and 
he should be kept busy. Address him at Des Moines, Ia, 


Tue Manhattan Liberal Club meets every Friday even- 
ing, at eight o’clock, in German Masonic Hall, No. 220 
East Fifteenth street, New York: 


November 17th.—Col. H. Charles Ulman, ‘‘The Rights 

o an.” 

November 24th —Prof. A. L. Rawson, ‘‘The Dualism of 
Consciousness.” 


J. E. Remssure recently held a debate with a Mormon | 
elder at Tilden, Neb. He bas the following dates in that 
state: 

Cambridge, 18,19 Danbury, ‘“‘ “ 02 

When these appointments are filled he will speak in 
Kansas. 


John R. Charlesworth is now ia the East. The fol- 
lowing appointments areon his list, and friends along the 
ronte desiring lectnres should address him at once: 


“ 19 Boston, Mass. | Dec. 3 Alliance, oO. 

Nov. 26 Philadelphia, Pa. ‘© 14,15,16, Waterloo, Ind. 
‘© 17 Chicago, Il. 

Tas Brooklyn Philosophical Association holds meetings 
every Sunday afternoon at 3 o’clock in Long Island Busi- 
ness College, South Eighth street, between Bedford and 
Driggs avenues. Program of Lectures for November: 


November 19th.—Mr. H. A. Powell, ‘‘Reform and 


Politics.” 
November 26th.—Mr. S. P. Putnam, ‘‘ Rights of Man.” 


oe os 


Toe Women’s LIBERAL Lescure, of Philadelphia, will 
meet on and after October 17th in the Skerrett Building, 
northeast corner of Ridge avenue and Green street, Tues- 
day evenings at 8 o’clock. Lectures for this month: 
November 2ist.—Ida ^. Craddock, ‘‘Survivals of Sex 
Worship in Christianity and Paganism. What 
Christianity Has Done for the Marital Relation.” 

November 28th.—-Mrs. C. B. Kilgore, ‘‘The Congress of 
Religions.” 


Tue Ohio Liberal Society meets in College Hall, 168 
Walnut street, Cincinnati, Sunday evenings at 7:45, 
prompt. Admission is free. Program to December: 


November 19th.—Allen O. Myers, ‘Was Judas Iscariot 
a Traitor?” 

November 26th.—Mre. A. L. Fealy, of Dayton, O., 
‘- Truth and Fallacy of Christian Science ’ 


Tue Science Sermons Society has been organized in 
New York city, to hold Sunday evening meetings in the 
lecture room of Dr. Collyer’s church, Park avenue and 
Thirty-fourth street. The lectures on ‘‘Life and the 
Conditions of Survival,” provided for the Brooklyn Ethi- 
cal Association, will be repeated in the New York meet- 
ings, and other lectures of similar trend will be given in 
alternation with them. 


Tue Pittsburg Secular Society meete in Curry Univer- 
sity Hall, Sixth street, near Penn avenue, every Sunday 
afternoon at 3 o'clock. 
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Letters of Friends. 


It Will Astonish the Pious Texans. 
Yxeua, Tex., Nov. 1, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: Your book to hand. I 


like it very much, but I fear that I will | 


find poor sale for it here, as everybody 
here believes in the Bible. I hav been in 
the book business four years. I find that 
religious works sell the best. This is my 
first year to sell religious works, but I had 
to do it, as I am unable to perform manual 
labor and hav been for ten years. I taught 
school until four years ago. As it hap- 
pened, the trustees of the last school that I 
taught were religious fanatics, and when 
they found that I did not believe in the 
Bible they tried to take the school from 
me on the grounds that I was an Infidel, 
but the county judge sustained me, not 
that he was a Freethinker, but because he 
saw that he could not suspend on religious 
grounds. 

I hav been selling the ‘‘ Beautiful Story 
of the Bible;” it isa picture-book. I am 
going to try to sell this one to the same 


` parties that I sold the other to; maybe if 


they will read and compare them it will do 
some good. W. H. L. Barna. 


He Helps Twice Who Helps Quickly. 

ARCADIA, La., Oct. 29, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: Iam one of THE TROTH 
Szrxer family, and am also the victim of 
one of the most destructiv hail storms of 
which I hav any knowledge. Total des- 
truction marked itstrail. Hail stones four 
and a quarter inches in diameter fell. All 
our crops were entirely destroyed. Sweet 
gum trees ten inches in diameter hav died 
from the effects of the hail. Pine trees 
two feet in diameter hav gone the same 
way. The hail fell May 30, 1898, and we 
planted our crops over in June and worked 
them well, but they hav made nothing. 
We hav done the work to make two crops, 
but the drouth has cut off late crops, so we 
will gather nothing. A living we must 
hav, and I write this letter to you all to see 
ifI can get some help. Iam nota lazy 
man, but am a poor man; hav helped to 
raise seventeen children, seven of my own 
and ten orphans; had my place destroyed 
by hurricane in 1867, and in 1886 my house 
and all else T had were burned down. 
Now, if any of you see fit to help me it 
will be thankfully received. Tam an In- 
fidel; never belonged to any organization, 
never was drunk, never heard a case tried 
in court, and never had afuss with my 
fellow-man. I hav always helped in every 
reform movement that came in my reach 
to the full extent o' my ability. If any of 
you feel willing to help mea little, take 
out money order on Arcadia, payable to L. 

P. Crossland. L. P. Crossnanp. 


Pleased With the Congress, On the 
Whole. 
OWATONNA, MINN., Oct. 29, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: Inelosed find $1.50 to re- 
new my subscription for six months. 

I hav never written anything to Tua 
TRUTH SEEKER before, but am going to 
venture a few lines this time, even though 
it should get no farther than the waste- 
basket. Will first say that J. E. Rems- 
burg delivered a lecture here on October 
18th to a good-sized audience, and I think 
this was the first Freethought lecture ever 
delivered in this city. 

Would also like to say that I attended 
the Congress of Freethinkers at Chicago, 
and in the main was much pleased with the 
program, and most of the speakers were 
very good. But I am sorry to say that 
there were some in the audience claiming 
to be Freethinkers who breathed the spirit 


_of Anarchism in declaring that the govern- 


ment as well as the church should be de- 
stroyed, on account of the close connec- 
tion between the two. Now, I do not 
believe anything can be more damaging to 
the progress of Freethought than expres- 
sions of Anarchism or disloyalty to our 
government, and I feel like giving a word 
of warning to all true Freethinkers, Let 
us show tc the world by the example of 
our lives that we believe in truth, justice, 
and humanity; that we are moral, honest, 
and law-abiding citizen, and that we seek 
a remedy for all wrongs in a peaceful way.. 
By so doing we shall eventually command 
the respect of the world. To the working 


people who complain of distress, let me 

say that I believe the liquor traffic has 

caused more hardship than millionaires. 
L. K. Jounson. 


Entered Into the Joy of the New Life. 
Prorta, Inu., Oct. 30, 1893. 

Mr. Emor: Inclosed please find post- 
age stamps for which send me ‘‘One 
Hundred and Forty-four Self-Contradic- 
tions of the Bible.” 

My transition into the new life upon 
wbich I hav but recently entered, though 
towards which I hay somewhat unknow- 
ingly and helplessly been drifting during 
the past few years, I feel marks a new and 
enjoyable era in my life and existence. 
For the first time in my life I am, because 
of the utter absence of superstitious 
thoughts and ideas, enjoying the life with 
all its surroundings given me, as I hav 
every reason to believe was and is given 
for my enjoyment and improvement. My 
experiences in life hav been many and 
varied. It is not my intention to enter 
upon the discussion of those experiences 
at this time. I may in the future giv to 
the readers of THE TRUT SEEKER some of 
the things connected with my earlier years, 
which then seemed irresistibly to fetter 
and bind me down to a life which, because 


of its very nature, seemed one of slavery 


and hypocrisy. Also the forces and 
agencies which had to do with my ultimate 
conversion to Freethought. 

I hav just become a subscriber to your 
paper through a newsdealer of thiscity, I 
secured a number of copies of the paper 
from a friend. I like the paper very 
much, although I do not coincide with all 
it says. No paper can please every one, 
and none of us should look for a paper of 
any description to suit us in every par- 
ticular. M. W. Swartz, D.D.S. 


Determined to Defy Christian Boycotts. 
Coporus, Pa., Oct. 28, E.M. 298. 

Mr. Eprror: For the amount inclosed 
please continue sending your good paper. 
Since taking it I hav never missed read- 
ing a single item. I do not want any 
further improvement; in fact, I do not see 
how the ‘‘truth” can be improved—only 
continue giving us an abundance of it, 
and show up the falsity of orthodoxy, 
Catholicity and creeds of every type So 
many ask in their letters, ‘‘ Why don’t we 
organize?” I say it is the best thing we 
could do so far as regards local organiza- 
tion. With whom could I organize? I 
stand alone in my community at present 
asa follower of Paine. A year ago I had 
two friends who possessed sense and 
reason instead of faith and hope. One of 
them moved to another part of the coun 
try, and the other succumbed to the 
inevitable, and, having a Christian wife, 
received a double funeral; ¢. e., two sky- 
pilots made a pretense of piloting his soul 
from this flat world through space to the 
New Jerusalem. Yet this man was an 
outspoken follower of Paine and never 
attended church, except in case of the 
funeral of arelativ. Years back, for fear 
of being boycotted by those who say they 
love and pray for their enemies, I kept 
more or less in the background. For the 
past six years I hav openly declared my 
sentiments, and attack sky-pilots at every 
opportunity. Wishing success to the 
Editor, contributors, and ‘‘ cartoonist” of 
your valuable paper, I remain, 

Yours and Liberty's friend, 
J. W. F. COPENHEAVER. 


A Wholesome But Drastic Prescriptions 
Duncan, Wasu., Oct. 22, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: It is just as impossible for 
me to keep from having something to say 
to A. F. F. Jensen as it is for me to be- 
lieve in the sound information which he 
professes to find in the Bible. As for the 
mystery, I hav never found any in the 
book, but I do know that the Old Testa- 
ment is one mass of vulgarity and ob- 
scenity from beginning to end, and I can 
not call the New Testament an immaculate 
book, by any means. Perhaps guch is 
what our friend from Wisconsin calls 


sound information. If he is satisfied with | 


sach information, and can call it sound, it is 
his right. Ishall try to giv our friend what 
I take to be sound advice in this letter, In 
the first place, Mr. Jensen, subscribe for 
Tue TRUTH Szexes, if you are not already 
a subscriber, and read it every week from 


beginning to end, and more particularly 
read the editorials and the Gems of 
Thought. Then invest in Ingersoll’s 
« Mistakes of Moses.” Then read your 
Bible and the ‘‘ Mistakes of Moses” alter- 
nately and carefully. Do not mind if you 
find something that does not agree with 
your thoughts at the present time. That 
feeling will finally leave you, and by the 
time you hav read that book through you 
will want to. read some more like it. If 
you do this, my friend, I am sure thet in- 
side of a year you will be ashamed to call 
the Bible a book of sound information. 
You will also, I think, be sorry that you 
were so credulous as to want to debate on 
that subject with ‘* Our Bob.” 

I hope you will follow this advice, as it 
is offered in the most kindly spirit for your 
good. This world is all we hav knowledge 
of, and so let us try to make happiness and 
be happy. Your Freethinking friend, 

Cuemey Laory. 
Wanted, Wealth With Which To Help. 
Cunt, Tex., Oct. 25, 1898. 

Mr. Epitor: Inclosed please find $1, 
for which send copy of the ‘‘ Martyrdom 
of Man.” Was glad to see that the Lib- 
erals made quite a demonstration at Chi- 
cago, and had a pleasant time of it. My 
heart and sympathies were with you, al- 
though I could not be there bodily. If 
only I had the wealth of the Vanderbilts 
and Astors I would make Christianity 
howl. But for the present they seem to be 
getting the best of us. The great masses 
appear to prefer the slavery and degrada- 
tion of superstition and the admiration 
and worship of priestcraft to the dignity 
and worth of manhood and womanhood. 
Look at the onward march of Catholicism 
in this ‘‘land of the free ” and home of the 
slave! Satolli and the Mc’s and O’s hay 
got this country by the umbilicus, and if 
the people do not wake up will soon hava 
union of church and state; our public 
schools will hav to giv place to ‘‘ parochia] 
schools,” and such bad men 4s you and I 
will hav to keep our mouths shut or go to 
jail. See how the secular press is aiding 
and abetting this thing. Take your lead- 
ing paper, the World, one of the defend- 
ers (so called) of civil liberty and free re- 
publican institutions. Almost every issue 
contains columns of laudation of the do- 
ings of the minions of popery, and the 
titles of ‘‘ his holiness,” ‘‘ his eminence,” 
“ his excellency ” applied to a lot of crafty, 
designing, bigoted, fanatical Irish priests, 
seeking the subversion of American liber- 
ties, would lead the ignorant and credu- 
lous to believe that there were no other 
people of any consequence in the country. 

The other day I happened to get hold of 
a Catholic school-book used in all of the 
Catholic schools hereabouts, and if you 
want to see what infernal rot and lies are 
being instilled into the minds of our chil- 
dren, just look into the Catholic National 
Fifth Reader, by the Rt. Rev. Richard 
Gilmour, D.D.; published by Benziger 
Bros. S. L. ETHERIDGE. 


The Drift Romeward 


New York, Oct. 26, 1898. 

Mr. Eprtror: The Christian Leader 
of October 19th prints the following: 

The Episcopal church appears to be 
inching slong toward Rome. If some of 
its impatient spirits can be persuaded to 
wait awhile it is not improbable they may 
get to the goal of their ecclesiastical de- 
sire by simply sitting still in the Episcopal 
chariot. Mass was said with intention on 
the feast of the nativity of the blessed 
virgin. It shows that papal innovations 
are making headway in New York, Penn- 
sylvania, New Jersey, and Illinois, in a 
way that would hav scandalized the whole 
Protestant Episcopal church in the United 
States thirty years ago. 

In connection the picture in Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER comes in admirably. 

The Converted Catholic says: 

The compulsory submission of Arch- 
bishop Corrigan to the authority of Mgr. 
Satolli, the papal delegate, is the most 
striking manifestation of the power of the 
Roman church in this country that has 
ge appeared. Nothing like this dictation 

y the Roman power has ever before been 
witnessed in this country. i 

History is full of instances where the 
supreme rule of the pope was manifested. 

**Popish in all but name,” says Arch- 
deacon Farrar, referring to the church of 
England. 


_ The caricature that Heston has drawn 
of the pope aud the Catholic church in last 
issue of Tom TRUTH SEEKER is good, also 
of the present situation of the Church of 
England. It deserves to be well consid- 
ered. It is a volume of truth setting 
forth the plain facts. The child sucking’ 
the wolf's milk of Jesuitism; the poor 
bishop of the English church standing 
penitent with his finger in his mouth, 
tears running down his cheeks; the old 
woman, Leo XIII., with her finger point- 
ing to papal money (pap) with cross and 
keys, and inscription on banner, ‘‘ Death 
to Heretics;” the graves of the martyrs, 
Latimer and Ridley, who were burned 
alive at the stake for having free opinions 
—the whole idea is the conception of a 
master mind, and deserves recognition. 
It is one of Heston’s happiest conceptions, 
The canon law of the church is as bind- 
ing to-day as it ever was, and the execu- 
tion of its decrees is suspended only where 
it must be, and the whole work will be 
done in secret when Americans are un- 
prepared. S. R. THORNE. 


Alleged Discovery of the Missing Link. 
GoroexN Pono, Ky., Oct. 23, 293. 
Mr. Eprror: On the morning of Octo- 
ber 19th John R. Charlesworth arrived at 
the hall in Golden Pond to deliver a series 
of lectures. We had alarge and intelli- 
gent audience awaiting his appearance. 
He delivered a fine lecture on the Bible, 
and it looked as though we should hav - 
smooth sailing. However, the waters be- 
came troubled in the afternoon, and there 
appeared on the scene one of God’s sky- 
pilots, commissioned direct from the 
throne. He heaped opprobrium upon the 
Atheists, Infidels, and Freethinkers of the 
world, and denounced in the bitterest 
terms all such men as Paine, Ingersoll, 
and especially Charlesworth, the two- 
legged brute, and Darwin, the stinking 
Evolutionist, who had the audacity to dis- 
pute the word of God on the creation of 
man, and to attempt to show that man had 
evoluted from protoplasm. Darwin had | 
utterly failed to show the link that con- 
nected the monkey with man. Now I 
hope the Christian world will stop its 
howling about this missing link, and 
credit Mr. Charlesworth with its dis- 
covery in the person of the Rev. Mr. 
Bently, the sky-pilot, commissioned by 
God. I venture the assertion that friend 
Charlesworth will complain if they cheat 


„him out of this discovery. 


After the missing link had been dis- 
covered, the reverend disappeared and 
was not seen on the premises again. So 
we had as fine a time as we could hav 
wished. The Freethinkers of this county 
are well pleased with Mr, Charlesworth, 
and we recommend him to all Freethink- 
ers as one of the ablest debaters and lec- 
turers that we ever had the pleasure of 
hearing. 


Yours for Liberty, Z. T. Bogarp. 


A Free Field and no Favor. 
CaTHLAMET, Wasu., Oct. 26, 1893. 

Mr. Eprtor: Mr. W. W. Morris, in 
your issue of October 14th, finds fault 
with your paper and also the Investigator 
because they are true to themselvs; be- 
cause they are true to their principles, 
true to Liberalism; because they know 
that a man can be a Democrat and a free- 
trader, an indorser of the Jeftersonian 
doctrins, and still be a good citizen, an ex- 
cellent neighbor, and a progressiv Liberal. 

The feult lies not so much in what he 
has written as the manner in which it is 
written. To use his own words, he (mean- 
ing Mr. W. W. Morris) givs timely warn- 
ing, or notice, that if those Democratic 
free-traders’ communications are printed 
in Freethought papers he will withdraw his 
patronage. Dear me! 

If his communication of Oct. 14th, under 
the heading of ‘‘Roman Catholic Office- 
Holders Dangerous,” is a fair sample of 
his efforts, of his support, his patronage, 
the sooner he withdraws his subscription 
the better, and with it his communications, 
Tf that is the best he can do I could form 
no estimate of his worst. If the future of 
either of the papers he names depended 
upon what he could furnish in the way of 
readable. matter we would be in a de- 
plorable state of ignorance. 

If Mr. W. W. Morris had been. one of 
the instruments through which all of the 
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Freethought papers had found their way 
into every home, it would not justify him 
in his slanderous attack on Democracy as 
it is understood to-day. If the gentleman 
in question is a Liberal he isnot asuccess. 
He is what people who support honestly 
the party now at the helm of state would 
call a monumental piece of ignorance and 
egotism, who does not know the difference 
between free trade and free importation of 
labor. 

For the benefit of that gentleman [ will 
state that there are others who subscribe, 
who giv their patronage to Liberal papers 


has trod, Did you see, her, or speak to 
God? and with a look of wonder and sur- 
prise the answer is, No. Ask the miner 
who is burrowing in the bowels of the 
earth, and resurrecting and bringing to 
the surface the sunbeams that were stored 
there so long ago, and again the answer is, 
No. Ask the diver, who explores the 
ocean’s bed, and he can tell you of the 
denizens of the deep and their habits, but 
nothing of Go. Ask the aeronaut, who 
sails over the mountain-tops exploring the 
upper regions of the air, and his answer is 
the same, no God seen or heard from. 


—by Liberal I mean Freethought journals | Ask the ‘analytical chemist, the man who 


—who take as much, or more, delight in 


analyzes everything from the petal of a 


reading these than he does because they | daisy to a granite rock, and can tell you to 


would not withhold their support from so 
good a cause for such a trifling matter as 
that for which he threatened to withdraw 
his, ` 

So I think it is the duty of an editor to 
his subscribers, who look to him for news, 
who look to him for pointers, to enable 
them to hold their own with priests or 
politicians; and he can do all this and 
more if he knows how to be Liberal. 

Guo. A. CASHEL. 


In Death Vindicating Principles Ac- 
cepted in Life. 


RoyersrorpD, PA., Nov. 1, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: Having read your paper 
for some time pretty regularly through 
the kindness of your subscriber of very 
long standing, Mr. R. H. Kline, of Spring 
City, Pa., who, by the way, is the only 
open and above-board Liberal of his 
locality, I would, on his advice, write you 
a few lines of encoursgement. Our town 
of Royersford lies just across the Schuyl- 
kill from Spring City, and, although the 
two contain about three thousand people 
together, you could scarcely find two 
more church-ridden towns in three states, 
not excluding Brooklyn, the ‘‘city of 
churches.” 

Mr. Kline has had very lately a grievous 
misfortune to meet, the loss of his wife, 
but he met it as only a Freethinker can. 
He had a Liberal speaker to say a few 
words of cheer both at the house and at 
the grave, thereby showing his consist- 
ency to the last degree. His spouse, 
whose form was deposited last Sunday a 
week ago in her last resting place, held 
the same views as her husband, as does 
their only son, who is quite a philatelist. 

Mr. Kline is a successful business man 
and has the respect and confidence of even 
the most rabid orthodox; something almost 
miraculous considering the state of 
churchianity his town isin. I would not 
say that there are no other Liberal 
thinkers, but if there are they are not as 
outspoken at all times as is Mr. Kline. 

Born in Switzerland, I came over in 
1884; hav Americanized myself thoroughly 
and consequently I do not feel as a 
stranger among you. Although brought 
up in a Christian church, the doctrins 
. which I thought to be true had never been 
investigated by me‘until I came to the 
age of thinking and reasoning, when some 
very preliminary efforts convinced me 
that there was something ‘‘rotten in Den- 
mark.” After a very short time I ceased 
to worship a Bible that I knew to be 
written by men of a very limited knowl- 
edge, and the subterfuge of ascribing it 
in toto to God did not go down with me 
any more. While still admiring some 
passages from a poetical standpoint I am 
well aware such things can be found in 
other ‘‘ Bibles,” not recognized by the 
orthodox. Admitting that I am not a 
Materialist, yet you will do me the justice 
to think that I am not a worshiper of Joss. 

Yours fraternally, Orro Yono. 


God. 
October 20, 1893. 

Mr. Epitor: Why do we believe that the 
great auk and several other species of 
birds and animals are extinct? Simply 
because no one has seen them for a cer- 
tain period of time, and we know they ex- 
isted in the past, as their fossilized remains 
are found in the strata of the earth, and 
this ‘is the only course reason can pursue, 
believe on well-authenticated evidence. 

Let us apply this theory to our belief in 
God’s existence and see how it stands the 
test. Ask our navigators and travelers 


. who hav been over the globe, and in every | well known or self-evident facts. 


the fraction of a grain the elements of 
which they are composed, and he will tell 
you that he has never found one atom of 
God. Ask the astronomer. whose keen 
eye and powerful glass penetrate and 
search distant space, and he can explain 
the wonders of the starry heavens, but 
still nothing of God. Ask the geologist, 
who in the strata of the earth, as in an 
open book, reads of its past history and in- 
habitants, and he has never discovered a 
fossilized fragment of God. What an 
overwhelming amount of evidence is here 
to negativ the existence of God, either in 
the pastor present! And those who affirm 
hav no evidence whatever; all they hav to 
pit against this strong evidence is an im- 
aginary belief in his existence; as they can 
no longer put forward revelation, seeing 
their best theologians hav declared it 
anonymous, and nothing anonymous can 
be received in evidence. Ask the stony- 
faced priest how it comes that no one has 
ever seen, heard, tasted, smelled, or 
touched Jehovah, and with great gravity 
he will launch forth in a windy description 
of Jehovah, in which he will tell you that 
he cannot be comprehended by the senses. 
When he gets through ask him to describe 
nothing, and you can force him to use the 
same terms, as it cannot be seen, heard, 
tasted, smelled, or touched, and it will 
probably bring a startled look into his 
solemn face if told that the two words be- 
ing identical, it would spare him the neces- 
sity of explanation if, when speaking of Je- 
hovah, he used the simpler word nothing. 
It has always been a priestly dogma that 
although a thing cannot be comprehended 
by the senses, that is no proof of its non- 
existence, and that if a great many people 
believe something, it proves its truth. And 
yet it is the most simvle truth in the 
world, that although a million people be- 
lieve something and another million accept 
the same belief, the second million do not 
add one iota of truth to that something. 
If false when one person believed it, it 
would be false although a billion did. I 
will tell a little silly story to illustrate how 
this theory would work if adopted in 
practical life: 
Some time ago, as I was entering a store, 
a long-robed priest passed, and I overheard 
the following conversation between two 
boys: First boy: ‘‘ That priest has a mon- 
key’s tail.” Second boy: ‘‘No, he has no 
tail, and ma says he isareal nice man.” 
First boy: ‘‘Oh, that is nothing; pa says, 
and he knows, that all women are priest- 
ridden, and ”—a bright idea striking him 
—‘* what does he wear his long gown for, 
anyway, except to hide his monkey tail?” 
This staggered No. 2, and he reluctantly 
‚admitted that he knew of n^ other reason, 
and that it might be worn for that purpose. 
It would hav been impossible for the priest 
to dispel this illusion, working by his own 
theories, as, although he had submitted to 
inspection avd no caudal appendage had 
been discovered, that would hay been no 
proof of its non-existence, and the boy be- 
lieving it entitled it to as much credit as 
his own belief in God’s existence. 
Tom WALKER. 


Something About Various and Peculiar 
Kinds of Matter. 
Suerman, Miom., Oct. 20, 1893. 

Mr. Eprtor: It is necessary when a per- 
son. writes on any subject. unless he is 
known as absolute authority on that sub- 
ject, to giv reasons, and those reasons 
should be considered and nothing else. 
And a person making assertions without 
proof should know that he is imposing on 
the credulity of the people, unless they are 
Now, 


eranny and corner where the foot of man when a man states for a fact that man has 


a spirit or mind that livs after death, he is 
inflicting upon his auditors that imposi- 
tion, and it matters not how strongly or 
honestly he may believe it, it is no more a 
fact or less an imposition. Butif he givs 
reasons for his belief, then the reasons 
should be considered and conclusions 
drawn therefrom. I long since concluded 
that to promulgate a fact is was best to 
show that it was a fact. I wish to make a 
few statements, and giv the reasons when 
they are not self-evident. All can be 
classed under the head of something; 
nothing is the opposit. Something has 
an existence; nothing has no existence, 
and so there is but one that has an exist- 
ence, that is something, and that includes 
everything and, to use a common nama, 
we will call it matter. This matter is in- 
finit. It has no beginning or end. Itis 
unlimited in amount, quality, coarseness, 
and fineness. But as fineness is the only 
quality I wish to use in this article, it is 
the only one I will attempt to show exists 
unlimited. It is well known that there is 
matter so fine that we recognize its exist- 
ence only by the effect it has on recogniz- 
able matter. For instance, air, heat, and 
the like. Chemists hav found matter so fine 
that they could not make a vessel so dense 
as to hold it, and only know of its exist- 
ence by its effect on other matter. An ex- 
ample of this class of matter is seen in 
gold-bearing quartz. As the gold conld 
not hav been there when the quartz was 
formed, consequently it formed after- 
ward, and as gold could not pass through 
the quartz in that form, the elements 
then must be so fine that they could pass 
through, and when they came together 
in the small crevices they united and 
formed gold there. Again, acompany of 
people in a room may be in a great state 
of hilarity. A stranger enters, and they 
all become sedate. There has something 
passed to them that has produced this 
muteness, andif something, it is matter 
and so fine that is far beyond our com- 
prehension. Another, one person may be 
sitting in a chair suffering from acute 
rheumatic pains or other disease; another 
man in the room places his hands on the 
invalid’s head, holds them there a moment; 
then takes them away; the invalid gets up 
and walks away free from ali pain or dis- 
ease whatever. Some would call this a 
miracle, and probably it is as much of a 
miracle as there ever is, but it is no mira- 
cle at all. This invalid lacked something 
that was necessary to make his systew 
move on all right; the operator possessed 
that something to excess, and when he put 
his hands on the invalid’s head he imparted 
to him that something needed. It united 
with the system and all went on lovely, 
and this something was matter too fine 
for our comprehensibility, I think the 
above shows that if matter is not infinitely 
fine itis much finer than we can compre- 
hend. We all know that everything that 
has life starts from a seed or germ, ex- 
cept, perhaps, that of spontaneous growth 
that has not formed sex or species. The 
vegetable has only a physical existence, 
which has only the power to attract matter 
such as will promote its growth and carry 
on its regular routine of life. The animal 
has in addition to the vegetable a nervous 
arrangement, through which the senses 
act, and in which all the sensualities are 
located. This the sensualist contends is 
all there is of animals. . 


That there is something more in ani- 


mals is quite apparent, but I will consider. 


only one class in this article, that is, 
man. That something more I will call 
mind, and the properties of this mind 
are its reasoning, its intelligence, its 
thought, its calculation, its compari- 
son, its will. and many other things. 
Some think that memory and the affec 
tions are part of the mind, but I am in- 
clined to think they are not, though they 
may be used by it sometimes. We will 
call the other physical, avd in it are com- 
bined all the senses and sensual passions. 
This physical man grows up developing 
the different senses and sensualities. 
Until it is of quite a size, it hasno apparent 
idea of right or wrong; it shows only a 
wish to gratify its own selfish desires. 
After a time we discover reason, judgment, 
calculation, and the like, displayed lightly. 
The physical man grows on to maturity, 
developing all the passions that belong to 


it, drawing from its surroundings the 
matter that makes it and supports it. At 
this stage we begin to discover mind 
taking form. It displays judgment, 
thought, reason, calculation, and such in 
a small degree, for itis only in its infancy. 
But we observe that it grows, drawing 
from its environments the fine matter 
that makes its growth. Itis often noticed 
trving to govern the passions of the physi- 
cal, but it seldom succeeds, as it is young 
and not strong, while the physical man is 
of mature age and strength. But aa the 
mind grows stronger we sometimes see it 
governing the physical passions and at 
other times yielding and giving them full 
sway. In many we find the mind increas- 
ing and continually growing stronger, 
while the physical does not increase, but 
ison the wane; and frequently, when the 
physical body is weak and nearly defunct 
from old age, we find the mind activ, en- 
ergetic, deeper in calculation, further- 
reaching in its plans than ever before. In 
the life of David we read that when his 
passions were gone, his physical body al- 
most dead, he called his son and made 
him swear to take vengeance on his en- 
emy, showing that his mind was as activ 
and strong for vengeance as ever. We read 
of some of our greatest philosophers and 
deepest-minded men making the greatest 
observation of a life-time near death. And 
we hear that Vanderbilt laid a greater 
plan to accumulate wealth when he made 
his will than ever before. 

And now it seems to me that if mind was 
the consequent of physical action, it would 
lessen when the physical man began to 
wane, but the fact is exactly the opposit, 
No effect can be greater than the cause 
unless it itself becomes the cause, then it 
is entirely free from the first cause. It is 
well known that everything that has life 
that gradually grows into existence, gradu- 
ally goes out when it goes, consequently 
the mind that continues to grow until the 
body dies cannot instantly drop into non- 
entity, but must exist separately and indi- 
vidually. Now, what becomes of these 
minds? I can giv only comparativ reasons 
for imaginary conclusions. Some of these 
minds are mado of acombination of mat- 
ter, the properties of which are to accumu- 
late wealth, others to gain praise and ap- 
probation, and others to gain power over 
their fellow-man and gratify all their am- 
bitious desires and sensualities. In another 
class the properties of their make-up is 
to relieve the needy, be kind and generous 
to all, and so make all happy they can 
among their fellow-creatures. There is 
still another class, whose only object is to 
gratify some degrading desire or satisfy 
some lust of the flesh; and when the phys- 
ical man begins to decay, the mind goes 
with it, and before the body is fully de- 
funct, the mind is frequently no more. 
The firstclassof minds spoken of are made 
up of a kind of matter, the properties of 
which hav no attraction away from this 
world, so they will be attracted to it, but 
as they are in nocondition to take support 
from it, they will continue to decline, 
shrink away, and finally die and be de- 
composed, thus ending their existence. 

The other class of minds are made up of 
the finer grade of matter, the properties 
of which produce all that is good, such as 
benevolence, kindness, justice, equality, 
and so on; and when the physical man 
dies, and it is at liberty, it has no attrac- 
tion back to a selfish scramble of a selfish 
physical existence. So it goes on increas- 
ing and growing from the fine matter that 
surrounds it, too fine to be used in the 
coarse physical world it has left; and as it 
grows on it finds others of the same char- 
acter and together associa:e, and in this 
association and growth expand in thought, 
increase in ability of enjoyment, and be- 
come greater, nobler, and happier. With 
them time is not noted. They know no 
past, they imagin no future, but liv in and 
enjoy the one eternal present. Thus they 
liv on until they hav discarded every ves- 
tige of coarser matter and become alike. 
Then they unite in one and lose their in- 
dividuality in one great mass of intelli- 

ence, wisdom, goodness, and happiness. 

he comparativ reason that they will 
eventually unite in one is that they, being 
of thesame class of fine matter and continu- 
ally associated together, will eventually 
become alike, and then will unite, for we 
observe, and there are but few exceptions, 
that when two bodies are alike and their 
texture will admit, they will unite into 
one. Dz. E. B. Sourawior. 
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@hildren’s Gorner. 


Etiteg by Miss Susan H. Wrxon, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communica- 
tions for this Corner should be sent. 


“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the dav’s occupations 
That is known as the Children’s Hour.” 


Gertrude. 


So fair and fragile, waxen white, 
Like purest ray of mellowed light, 
Or star gleamin a stormy night. 
When other stars hav taken flight— 
Thus gently falls thy influence here, 
Serenely calm, and sweet. and clear. 
And we, in passing. may not fear 
To say we met an angel here; 
For purest soul looks from thine eyes. 
Thy tbougbts beyond us a)l may rise, 
May plainly trace without surprise 
The onward way to paradise. 

—S. H. W. 


i 


In Yosemite. 
There's a fury of foam and a lonesome moan, 


, And crags and mournful pines, 


With a grandness and hight that seems to blight 
Most egotistic man. 


There maidens dream dreams with beauteous 
themes 
Near the whispering “ Bridal Veil,’* 
Feeling half-formed fears as the “ Virgin Tears ”* 
Moan out some melodious tale. 
Together these stand, by the same wind fanned, 
And broken, and bent, and kissed. 
We wanderers weave bright our sweet story, 
In the spe!l of the tawny dusk, 
And the falls sweep on in their glory, 
As ever and ever they must. 


There the elements guard us an Eden, 
Where an Adam may whisper to Eve, 
Where the breath of a God 
Never cursed the sod, 
Or gave man a cause to grieve. 


There birds swing high their frail cradles 
Adown where the thunderous roar 

Is only an oft-tossed echo 
Sweetly softened o’er and o’er. 


With fierce delight, from some dizzy hight, 
The playful, wild waters are dashing, 
With mournful and musical crashing, 
In the deep of the canyon be'ow— 
Away where the rocks are but guardsmen, 
Where the wild rose and lichen sweep free. 
Man’s vexed that his feeling of greatness 
Is replaced by humility. 


Flstnore, Cat. 
* Names of falls. 


SS 


Uncle Sam’s Indian Schools. 


A number of years ago the United States 
government came to the wise conclusion 
that the only way (if there is any) by 
which to solve the much-mooted Indian 
question was to civilize the children of the 
redmen by educating them. So, for a 
number of years, Congress has made liberal 
appropriations for the establishment and 
maintenance of the Indian schools. 

At present there are about twenty 
schools in succeseful operation. They are 
scattered all over the United States, one 
being as far east as Carlisle, Penn., and 
others sre located on the Pacific Coast. 

The largest school is the one at Carlisle, 
which can accommodate about one thou- 
sand children. The combined attendance 
at all the govenment schools is about 3,750; 
but the capacity of the schools are being 
enlarged each year so as to accommodate 
the ever-increasing demand for education. 

When the schools were first opened it 
was with great difficulty that the Indians 
could be persuaded to let their children be 
taken from them to attend the schools; 
but now the Indian parents are beginning 
to realize that their children must be edu- 
cated so they can more easily compete 
with their white brothers. 

Haskell Institute, the second largest In- 
dian school, is located near the historic 
city of Lawrence, Kan. The school was 
established there in 1882, Congress appro- 
priating a small sum to start with; but 
each year since new buildings hav been 
added, until now there are over thirty- 
five buildings belonging to the school. 
The grounds belonging to the school com- 
prise six hundred and forty acres, most of 
which is used for farming purposes. It is 
well stocked, and is in fact a model farm 
in all respects. At Haskell both boys and 
girls are educated, and so far the co-edu- 
cation of the sexes has been a great suc- 
cess. Haskell Institute is an industrial 
school in every sense of the word, for the 
pupils are given over to books one-half 
of the day and the other half is spent in 
the various shops and in working the.farm, 


EDNA HEALD. 


Each popil is allowed to choose the trade 
he or she desires to learn, and then they 
are required to stick to it until they hav 
fully mastered it. The trades that are 
taught the boys are blacksmithing, wagon- 
meking, painting, harness-making, type- 
setting, shoe-making, etc.; the girls are 
taught the art of cooking and the care of 
the home, 

The Indian pupils are very apt to learn 
and take great pride in their work, and 
make greater progress in the same length 
of time than their white brother does. 

Some time ago the school sent several 
car loads of wagons, harness, shoes, etc., 
which they had made, to the Indian terri- 
tory for use among the Indians. The 
school is under military disciplin; the 
boys are all organized into military com- 
panies; when any of the rules of the school 
are broken, the offender is tried by a 
court-martial and punished accordingly; 
the superintendent of the school has very 
often to mete out mercy to the culprit; for 
the Indians want to inflict very severe 
punishment for the disobedience of any of 
the rules of the school. 

The Indians take great interest in ath- 
letic sports. They hav two base ball nines 
and one foot ball eleven. They play with 
all comers, and are very seldom beaten, 
for when they play ball, they ‘‘saw wood 
and say nothing.” 

Haskell Institute has another novelty 
in the way of an Indian bend of sixteen 
pieces Itis the first Indian band ever or- 
ganized. They play very well now, and 
by practice they will soon equal any ordi- 
nary band. 

It has often been said that as soon as the 
pupils leave the school and go back 
home they forget all they hav learned 
and degenerate to what they were before 
they attended the school; this is not so, 
for most of the pupils take great pride 
in their knowledge and try to help and 
teach their less fortunate brothers. 

Denver, Col. Wm. L. Parm. 
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A Sweet Offering. 

Some one in New York has discovered 
that the editor of the Corner has a candy 
tooth, and ministered to it last week in the 
way of an extremely generous box of very 
choice bonbons. They are as sweet as the 
large-hearted friend who sent them. The 
donor will please accept our thanks for the 
delicious gift. We expect several little 
hands will find the way to that box, and in 
imagination its contents will be shared 
with our many children, little and big, 
everywhere. 


The editor of the Corner feels that in 


nothing else is she so rich as in her hosts 
of friends whose pure and unadulterated 
affection is better than gold, more precious 
than rubies or diamonds. 


—— 


Correspondence. 


Roanoxe, Mo., Oct 8, 1893. 

Dear Miss Wrxon: Is there room for 
one more in the Corner? If so, please 
permit me to become a member of your 
little band of Freethinkers. J am twelve 
years old, I hav two sisters, one of them 
older, the other younger, than myself. 
They hav written, each of them, a letter 
to the Corner. I go to church and Sun- 
day-school quite regularly with my two 
sisters. We find much there to inter- 
est us. The music, vocal and instru- 
mental, is the principal attraction. I can 
assure you that the story of Jesus—the 
crown of thorns, his pathetic and anxious 
pleading that the cup might pass, his dis- 
pairing cry, ‘‘My God! my. Qod! why 
has thou forsaken me?”—awakens but lit- 
tle. sympathy, interest, or admiration in 
the minds of the young folks who attend 
Sunday-school. These theological chest- 
nuts hav become stale, very stale. Though 
we do not believe in those silly, supersti- 
tious ideas about religion so much talked 
about at church and Sunday-school, we 
do not wrangle nor dispute with those who 
do. Neither do they insist on forcing 
their views on us, but treat us as kindly as 
though we were known to be sound in the 
Christian faith. 

If Christians were better in any way 
than many of those who are not Christians 
it might be claimed that there was some 


virtue in their faith. Our superintendent 
prays for God to bless everybody. Is it 
not rather presumptous for him to suggest 
to the all-wise the importance of looking 
after those who are entirely dependent on 
him? However, I suppose it shows the 
godness of his heart provided, of course, 
that he is perfectly sincere. If our super- 
intendent possessed the power of doing 
good that God is supposed to hav, he 
would make everyone happy; he would re- 
lieve, without any prayer, everyone that is 
in distress. If he did not, he is not as 
good a man as everybody supposes him to 
be. Weare told that if we would bécome 
Christians God would Jove us more and be 
kinder to us. Now I think this is doubt- 
ful. Some that are unbelievers are better 
provided for than others that do believe. 

A very kind lady belonging to our Sun- 
day-school says the reason God does not 
permit everyone to accumulate wealth is 
because they hav not the Christian forti- 
tude to endure prosperity. Why does not 
God supplement his bléssings with an 
abundance of his all-sustaining grace? 
That would be so much nicer than to allow 
his children to suffer the hardships of des- 
titution and want. The manifest injustice 
of willfully neglecting to provide for the 
wants of those Committed to his care is 
clear to everyone. : 

I hope that all my little Freethinking 
friends that can do so will attend Sunday- 
school and report their observations to the 
Corner. One intelligent, ingenions, court- 
eous, well-behaved little Freethinker in 
regular attendance at Sunday-school can 
neutralize the influence of a corps of well- 
disciplined, hard-working teachers. . 

I remain your faithful ally and. co- 
worker in the cause of mental freedom, 

Annie WALTON. 
<a 


Chats With Correspondents. 

Annæ Waxrton.—Children may gain, 
occasionally, some good by attending or- 
thodox Sunday schools; but, generally 
speaking, it is a waste of time. That which 
is greatly needed is a Sunday school of our 
own, where children of Liberals may learn 
the truths of science from a rational stand- 
point. We are thinking strongly of open- 
ing a Sunday school in the Children’s Cor- 
ner, if we can find time to attend to it. 


In selecting Holiday Presents for their friends, 
Liberals should remember that good buoks make 
lasting impressions. and please as well every day 
in the year. A Liberas book in the right 
hands often changes the views of sev- 
eral persons. A 

We have quite a number of books appropriately 
bound for Hotiday purchasers, and we will, pack 
them carefully so they can go any distance in the 
mail, or by prepaid express. The following are 


he Freethinker’s Pictorial Text-Book, in 
cloth, with gold lettering and side stamp, 
for $2.50. In plain boards, $2. 

0” Testament Stories Comically Hlustrated. 
in cloth, with gold lettering and side 
stamp, for $1.50. In plain boards, $1. 

Around the World, by D. M. Bennett, 4 


volumes, red cloth covers, $6.50: leather, 
red pedges $9.50; morocco, gilt edges, 


Jhe World's Sages, Thinkers, and Feform- 
ers. 1,075 pages. 8vo. Cloth, $3; 
leather, $4; morocco, gilt edges, $4.50. 

Tre Gods and Religious of Ancientaa Modern 
Times. Two volumes. Written in 
prison. In cloth, $3 per volume. or $5 for 

he two volumes; in leather, $7; in mo- 
rocco, gilt edges, $8. 

fagersolt's Prose Poems and Selections. 
From his Writings and Sayings. Silk 
cloth, $2 50; tree calf, 39. 

Jogersoll's Princi.at Works : Gods and Other 


Lectures; Ghosts and Other Lectures; 
Some Mistakes of Moses: Interviews on 
Talmage; Wuat Must We Do to Be Saved? 
Biasphemy; Crimes Against Criminals. 
1,141 pages. In one volume, half calf, $5. 


Life. A Prose Poem. By R. Q. Ingersoll. 


In color, on boards, beveled, gilt edges, 50 
cents. 


Lithograph of R. G. Ingersoll 22x28. 
inches, heavy plate paper, 50 cents. 


Photograph (Cabinet) of R. G. Ingersoll. 
50 cents. 


Apples of Gold, by Miss Susan H. Wixon. 
Gilt stamp. $1.25. 


A" In A Lifetime, by Miss Wixon. $1. 


all good books for the purpose : 


[/oltaire’ s Romances, Profusely Illustrated. 
Halt caf. $4; vellum cloth, $1.50. 
arwin and After Darwin. By George J. 
Romanes. Silk cloth, gilt top, $2 ’ 
T”: Story Hour. An Exceptionally Hand- 


some and Interesting book, Without Su- 
perstition, for Children and Youth. The 
Only Freethinkers’ Children’s Story-book 
ever issued, 66 full-page illustrations and 
25 smaller; large type, heavy. toned paper, 
broad margins, illustrated covers; 4to, 224 
pp., boards, $1. $ 

Conway's Life of Paine. Two large, hand- 


some volumes. The best and only com- 
plete life of Paine. Halt calf, $10; in 
cloth, $5. 


Parton's Life of Voltaire, Of which the 


same can be said as of Conway’s Life of 
Paine. Half calf, $10; in cloth, $6. 


oman, Church, and State. By Matilda 
4 oslyn Gage. Leather, $8; cloth. gilt top, 


History of Christianity, Comprising all that 


relates to Christianity in_the “ Decline 
and Fail of the Roman Empire.” Half 
calf, $4; vellum cloth, $2. 


orce and Matter. By Professor Ludwig 


Buchner, M.D. Half calf, $3; vellum 
cloth, $1.50. 


Dynamic Theory of Life and Mind. By James 
B. Alexander. Cloth, $2.75. 
essons From the World of Matter and the 


World of Mar. By Theodore Parker, 
Cloth, gilt top, $1.25. 


Asieep_and Awake. A new Liberal novel. 
By Raymond Russell. Cloth, side and 
back stamp, #1. 

(Cesmian Hymn Book. With music to all 


the songs. Edited by L. K. Washburn. 
Cloth, gilt side stamp, $1.50. 


Ba” For Other Books See the Advertisements, or Send to Us for a Free Catalogue. coy 
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A NEW BOOK.-AND A MOST ORIGINAL ONE.} Just Out.—25 Cents —Five Copies for $1. 


The Creation of God. 


By DR. JACOB HARTMANN. 
An explanation of the origin of the God Idea, and the tal i 
of idols and the worship of them, From the time of Torah's apoutasy. Abrahan a D pao Torma and 
his banishment for heresy and blasphemy against the Chaidean idols, to Christ’s coming, the princi- 


pal characters are analyzed and shown to be human, by thought anddeed. It is made plain that the | 


eculiar phraseology, cant sayings, subtertuges, miracles, wonder-workings d tural 
Bing are the proper offspring of the then existing barbarism i Eon Oommen: 
Pia the peouUar police Gt the aay. g rism, ignorance, and superstition, constitut- 


CONTENTS IN DETAIL: 5 


The Universal Aspect. Elimination of Waste Substances, 

The Earth. In General. 
The Chemical Aspect. By the Lungs. 
‘Tho Sun. By the Kidue 
Genesis—The Creation. Digestion and Nutrition. ie 


Genesis—The Garden of Eden. 

The Deluge. 

The Scriptural God—-The Creation, 

The Oreation of God—Abraham. 
Moses—Confirmation of the Idea of God. 


The lemenery Substances. 
Alcohol and Its Effects on the System. 
The Soul—What Is It? 


P The Mind. 
Sin and Salvation. ea 


Samuel the Kingmaker. The Ecclesiastical Kindergarten. 
God Save the King. Rational Review. 

Jehovah Takes a Rest. Visions—Bible Dreams—Revelations. 
The End of National Life, The Planetary Gods. 

The Christian Era. 7 Every Man His Own God. 


Organic Life—Vegetable. Tables {Gateways to Knowledge. 


orals; Whence They Spring. 


Organic Life—Animal. The Non Credo 
The Master Tissues. i 
The Muscular Tissues. Rules for Human Conduct. 
The Nervous Tissues. ILLUSTRATIONS. 


Food and Food-Substances. Map of the Intellectual Faculties—The Mind. 


Map of Theological Retrogression. 
Map of the Deluge and Garden of Eden. 


Thirty Chapters—Four Hundred and Thirty-two Pages 
Large 12mo. 


In Cloth, $1; in Paper, 50 Cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


-SABBATH - BREAKING. 


Origin of the Sabbatic Idea— 
The Jewish Sabbath—The 
Christian Scriptures and the 
Sabbath—Eixamination of 
Sunday Arguments —Origin 
of the Christian Sabbath— 
Testimony of the Christian 
E'athers—The Sabbath dur- 
ing the Middle Ages—The 
Puritan Sabbath—Testimony 
of Christian Reformers; 
Scholars, and Divines—Abro=- 
gation of Sunday Laws. 


fs EN BY 


JOHN B. REMSBURG. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette piace, Mew York. 


Price, 25 Cents. 


AN AGNOSTIC’S VIEW. 


-Conrents: The Christian Dogma of Salvation; The Christian’s Belief; Why Was 


the Resurrection a Secret Affair? The Age of a Story Does Not Prove Its Truth; 


Pilute’s Attempt to Save the Life of Jesus; Christ Before Herod; A New Indictment 


Against Jesus; Were the Guards Hired by the Priests? Pilate’s Motive for Secreting 


the Bodr; Matthew’s Account of the Resurrection; Why the Angel Sat on the Stone; 


Mary’s Visit; Angels; Renan’s Theory; The Disciples Were Deceived; The Identifica- 


tion; The Ascension; Why Did Jesus Disappear? Other Strange Phenomena; The 


Chief Priests Did Not Believe in Resurrection; What Became of the Roman Guards? 


The Origin of the Story; St. Paul’s Account; St. Panl’s Conversion; A Modern 


Example; The Roman Governors and the Resurrection Story; The Testimony of 


Contemporaneons Writers; Miracle-Workers; Is the Resurrection Well Attested?. 


Inspiration; Conclusion. 
Price, cloth, 75 cents; paper, 40 cents. 
Addres 


Force and Matter;; THE ELIMINATOR; 


Principles of the Natural Order of the Uni 
yerse, with a System of Morali y 
Based Thereon. 

By Prorzssorn LUDWIG BUCHNER, M.D. 
VORTENTS : 


Skeleton Keys to Sacerdotal Secrets, 


‘ores and Matter The Fitness of Things in | “Write me no more fables, lest I be a fool ana 
Pores and Mt of Matter, _ Nature (Teleology), read the riddles awry. 
Tmmortalit of Force, Man, 4 Mind 
Value of Matter. hought, i By R, B. Westbrook, D.D., LL.B. 
otion, Consciousness, 


Seat of the Soul, ContENTS: The Whole Truth; Sacerdotalism 


‘orm, n 
Immutability of Natural Innate Ideas Impeached; The Fabulous Olaims of Judaism; 
AWS, The Idea of Goa, Moses and the Pentateuch; Ancient Symbolism 
Oniversality of Natural Personal Continuance and Modern Literalism; Astral Keys to Bible 
AWS, Vital Force, Stories; The Fable of the Fall; Search for the. 


dam;” What Is Known of the New Testa- 
ment; The Drama of the Gospels; The Ideal 
Christ; Jesus and Other Christs; A Reverent 
Critique on Jesus; A Few Fragments; Blood 
Salvation; The Things That Remain. 

Price, cloth, #1.50. Fort sale at this office. 


The Heavens, . The Soul of Brutes 
Periods of the Oreation Free Will, 

of the Earth, | Morality, 
Original Generation, Concluding Observa 
Secular Generation, tions. 


Price, $1.50. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 


~“ Last 


A Liberal living in Michigan said once that he would give $25 s 
year to have the Crimes of Preachers recorded, as the Iregnent lapses 
of virtue of the ministers showed how littie value Christianity 
Poe have duce issued the Fourth Edition of the book doing this 

e have just issued the Fo ion o e book do: ; 
The additions for this new edition of the : 


“Crimes of Preachers” 


shows nearly 400 cases of ministerial conduct. While those in pre- 
vious editions show that within a few years about 


1300 MINISTERS HAVE BEEN GUILTY 


of one kind or another of criminal conduct. Mos‘ of the crimes 

are against women, for the fair sex are at once tho weakness and £ 

the strength of the church—“the church” meaning of course the Ñ 

rlergy. 
, Notwithstanding the many additional pages. we have kept the LAX 

price tbe same, 25 cents. Send for & copy, and confound the church- SEA 

men. Show them just what sort of scamps are the clergy who have 

closed the World’s Fair on Sunday. because it is so holy a day that to look upon machinery or 


THE TRUTI SEEKER, COMPANY. ° 
BY 


SALADIN 


(W. STEWART BOSS), 


paintings in this period is “immoral.” 
Address 


Editor of the 


LONDON AGNOSTIO JOURNAL.» 


GOD AND HIS BOOK: oe aes 
3 d thi k Colonel Ingersoll wrote tothe author: * You have earned the 
than orhe baa keally ais boo) Ttisa work of vast research, of sound criticism, of caustic 
humor, of sledgehammer vehemence, of scathing satire, of pathos and eloquence. tis one of 
the heaviest iconoclastic broadsides ever fired at the Jewish God and the Bible. 
Oloth, gold letters, $1.25. 


WOMAN: HER GLORY, HER SHAME, AND HER GOD. . 


The Rev. Archdeacon Farrar said that “Christianity elevated the woman; it shrouded 
as with a halo of sacred innocence the tender years of the child.” The object of Saladin’s work . 
is to show the archdeacon his error,and he has succeeded. An English writer said of it: 
* This certainly is one of the most marvelous books ever issued from the press: The authori- 
ties cited are unquestionable, and the result is convincing.” © 

In two volumes, cloth. gilt-lettered, $2.50. 


JANET SMITH: A PROMISCUOUS ESSAY ON WOMAN. 


This is one of the mo+tdelizhttul of Salalin’s 909%s, a dissection of woman, withia:i- 
dental tearing apart of man—saustic, sarcastic, yet philosophical withal, and permeated with 
a tender reverence ior woman an‘l exalted opinion of what she is and should be. A merciless 
satire upon certain of the conventional foibles of the day, full of facts, fancies, truths, rare 
touches of genius, and bursts of eloquence. Most of the satirical shafts aimed at the woman 
go past her and stick in the man benind her, and it serves him about right. 

Cloth, uncut edges, gilt top, $1. 


CHRISTIANITY AND THE SLAVE TRADE. 


A condensation of the known facts upon this subject, proving that Christianity did nor 
abolish but aided this infamous traffic in human beings. To which are added such comments 
as only Saladin can make. In paper, 80 cents. 


THE TRANSITION. 


A consideration of the antagonism of the Bible and science, and of the question whether 
the oe or allegorical portions of the Christian Bible car be interpreted by modern science. 
n paper, 20 cents. 


ROSES AND RUE. 


Being Random Notes and Sketches. tome of its sabjects are: A Last Interview with a 
Man of Genius; Essay on Stirpiculture; Asceticism and Superstition; Capit: nishment; 
Poverty; Godin the Constitution; Bruno; Gods; Witchcraft, etc. This may be called Sala- 
din’s own book, for itis poetry in prose, and is one of the books that lovers of trong literature 
like to read again and again In cloth, gold- andsilver-lettered, $1.50. 


LAYS OF ROMANCE. 


This book reminds one of Sir Walter Scott, being romantic. historic verse, aglow in every 
page with the energy of a true and high poetic genius. 
Cloth, gold-lettered, 75 cents. 


ISAURE and OTHER POEMS. 


The title poem is 4 story of intense passion, touchingly told. The other twenty poems 


are fresh, fragrant, thoughtful, and every verse reveals the thinker, observer, and reformer. 
Every page glows with passion and throbs with life. 


Cloth, gold-lettered, 75 cents. 


A FEARFUL FLOGGING. 


By one whe endured it. Bassd upon a manuscrips in the possession ci Saladis 
paper, 10 cents. 


THE AGONIES OF HANGING. 


Studies in Psychology. By one who was cut down from the gallows. Printed from mant- 
script in the hands of Saladin. In paper, 10 cents. 


WHIRLWIND SOWN and REAPED. 
tory of clerical cri: d villainy founded on fact. Of this pook the Open Oourt 
said: a art oel will ‘command the. same, or more, interest then Helen Gardener's story. * Is 
This Your Son, My Lord?’” In paper, 25 cents. 


THE CONFESSIONAL. 


Being an exposure of that infamous religious rite. Contents: Li ‘iotisnes’ ot the Pre- 
Reformation Church; Lechery of the Confessional; The Priest in Absc ‘on; Confessions of 
the Escaped Nun; Extracts from Dens and Liguori; Examination of tu. Church’s Claim to 
have Fostered Learning; Her Atte» pts at Continency, even more Ruinous than Her Self- 
Indulgence; The Relative Criminal Statistics of Catholicism and Protestantism 

fn paper, 25 cents. ` @ 
THE TRUTH SEEEEB, 3 Lafayette Place. New Torr. | 


HAND-BOOK 


OF 


FREETH OUGHT. 


By W. S. BELL. 


-~ a MM 
ead 


Tae all of those worka eAdrean 


Containing in condensed and systematized form a 

, vast amount of evidence against the superstitious doc- 

W trines of Christianity. Asa book of reference and aid 

: to all truth seekers it is invaluable Its classification 

: of subjects makes it a hand-book. As Ingersoll said of 

on,” it enables somebody in every village to “corner the parson.” Its wide 

and Freethought. Price 
HE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Paine’s “Age of Reas 
variety of ebiects include all the disputed points between Obristianit 
cloth, €1; Paper, 50 cents. ess 
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ROBERT G. 


INGERSOLL’S 
WORKS. 


———o—— 


Only Authorized Bditions. 


a 


GODS AND OTHER LECTURES. 


Comprising The Gods, Humboldt, Thomas Paine, Individuality, Heretics and Heresies. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. aie 


GHOSTS AND OTHER LECTURES. f 
Inc'udiug The Ghosts, Liberty of Man, Woman, and Child; The Declaration of Independ- 
ence, About Farming in Ilinois, Speech Nominatiug James G Blaine for Presidency in 1876, 
The Grant Banquet, A Tribute to Rev. Alex. Clarke, The Past Rises Before Me Like a Dream, 
and A Tribute to Ebon C. Ingersoll. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 


SOME MISTAKES OF MOSES. 

Contents: Some Mistakes of Moses, Free Schools, The Politicians, Man and Woman, The 
Pentateuch, Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, He Made the Stars Aiso, Friday, Natur- 
day, Let us Make Man, Sun ay, ‘The Necessity for a Good Memory, The Garden, The iah 
Dampness, Bacchus und Babel, Faith in Filth, Lhe Hebrews, The Plagues, The Flight, Confess 
sud f void, Inspired Slavery, Marriage, War, Religious Liberty, Conclusion. Paper, 50 cents; 
cloth, $1. 


INTERVIEWS ON TALMAGE. 
Being Six Interviews with tbe Famous Orator on Six Sermons by the Rev. T. DeWitt Tal- 
mage, or Brooklyn, to which 13 added a Talmagian Catechism. Paper, 50 cents: cloth, $1.25; 
cloth, gilt, $1.50. 


BLASPHEMY. 

Argameut by R. G. Ingersoll in the Trial of C. B. Reynolds, at Morristown, N. J. This is 
the greatest argument ever made in a case of this kind, and will be a model tor the bar so long 
as the Christians use force to repress free speech. Its legal acnmen-ii unsurpassed, its elo- 
quence never equaled in a trial for “blasphemy.” Wherever Christian persecution is going 
on this argument should be freely circulated, read to the Christians, and expounded on every 
occasion. aper, 25 cents; clot, 50 cents. 


WHAT MUST WE DO TO BE SAVED? 

Analyzes the so-called gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, and devotes a chapter 
each to the Catholics, Episcopalians, Methodists, Presbyterians, Evangelical Alliance, and an- 
swers the questiou of the Christia1; as to what he proposes instead of Christianity—the relig- 
ion of sword and flume. Paper, 25 cents. 


THE GREAT INGERSOLL CONTROVERSY. 


Tho famous Christmas Sermon by Colonel Ingersoll, the heated replies of the ministers, 
and Colonel Ingersol!l’s rejoinders to the same. Paper, 25 cents. 


THOMAS PAINE’S VINDICATION. 


A Reply to the New York Observer's Attack upon the Author-hero of the Revolution, by 
R. G. Ingersoll. Paper, 15 cents. 


LIMITATIONS OF TOLERATION. 


A Discussion between R. G. Ingersoll, Hon. Frederick R. Coudert, and Ex-Governor 
Stewart L. Woodford. Paper, 10 cents. 7 


ORTHODOXY. CIVIL RIGHTS SPEECH. 
A Lecture. Paper, 10 cents. Witu Speech of Hon. Frederick Donglass. Paper, 10 cents. 


OPENING SPEECH TO THE JURY: 

Inthe suit of the B. & M. Tel. Co. vs. W. U. Tel. Co.,1886 Paper, 10 cents. 
CRIMES AGAINST CRIMINALS. 

Delivered Before the New York State Bar Association. Paper, 10 cents. 


LIFE. A Prose-Poem. In color, on board, gilt edges, 9x13 (for mantel, wall, or easel), 50 cents. 
LITHOGRAPH OF R. G. INGERSOLL. A LAY SERMON. 


22x 28 inches, hcavy plate paper, 50 cents. On the Labor Question. Paper, 5 cents, 
PHOTOGRAPH (CABINET) OF R. G. INGERSOLL, 50 cents. 
oe se * COLONEL INGERSOLL, WITH BABY BROWN. 


(A home picture.) 50 ents. 
PHOTOGRAPH (PANEL), 18 x 24 inches, $5. 


STAGE AND THE PULPIT. 


An Interview on their Comparative Merits. and Opinions on the Trial of the Chicago 
Anarchists, the Catholic Church, etc. Paper, 3 cents. 7 a 


DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE. INGERSOLL ON McGLYNN. 


Centennial Oration. Paper, 6 cents. Paper, 3 cents. 
INGERSOLL CATECHISED. Paper, 8 cents. BIBLE IDOLATRY. Paper, 3 cents. 
THE TRUTH OF HISTORY. 


Comments on the assertion by an evangelist that Colonel Ingersoll had become a Christian, 
hed Admitted that Thomas Paite recanted, and that his own children had jomed the church. 
aper, 3 cents. 


INGERSOLL’S ADDRESS BEFORE THE NEW YORK UNITARIAN CLUB. 
_ The lecture i; a grand one, and was receive by the cub with continuous applause from 
beginning to end, which speaks weil for the Unitarians. The pamphlet contains 1: pages, 
beautifully printed. rice, 6 cents; ten copies, 50 cents. 


MEMORIAL ORATION ON ROSCOE CONKLING. 
Delivered before the New York legislature May 9. 1888. Price. 75 cents. 


GOD IN THE CONSTITUTION. 


One of the best papers Colonel Ingersoll ever wrote. In paper cover with likeness of 
author. Price, 10cents. ‘Twelve copies for $1. 


INGERSOLL’S GREAT ADDRESS ON THOMAS PAINE, 


At the Paine celebration in New York city in 1892, Price, 6 cents; ten copies for 50 cents. 


INGERSOLL’S LECTURES iy ONE VOLUME, | 

N S.—The Gods; Humboldt; Individuality; Thomas Paine; Heretics and Here- 

sieg; The Ghosts; The Liberty of Man, Woman, and Child: The Centennial Oration, or Decla- 
ration of Independence, July 4, 1876; What I Know About farming in Ilinois: Speech at Cin- 
ciunatiin 1876, nominating James G. Blaine for the Presidency; The Past Rises Before Me, 
or, Vision of War, an extract from a Speech made at the Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Reunion 
at Indianapolis, Ind., Sept. 21, 1876; A Tribute to Ebon C. Ingersoll; The Grant Banquet; 
Crimes Against Crimiuals; Tribute to the Rev. Alexander Clarke; Some Mistakes of Moses; 
What Must We Do to be Saved? Six Interviews with Robert G. Ingersoll on Six Sermons by 
the Rev. T. Do Witt Talmage, D.D.; to which is added a Talmagian Catechism, and Four 
Prefiaces, which contain some of Mr. Ingersoli’s wittiest aud brightest sayings. 

bis volume has ths greatest popularity, is beautifully bound in half calf or half morocco, 

mottled edges, 1,357 pages, good paper, large type, post 8vo. Price, postpaid, $5. 

LIBERTY IN LITERATURE. , 


Testimonial to Walt Whitman. “‘ Let us put wreaths on the brows of the living.” Ad- 
dress delivered in Philadelphia, Oct. 21, 1890, with portrait o; Whitman, oinin 
COLONEL INGERSOLL’S ADDRESS AT THE FUNERAL OF WALT WH 
MAN, at Harleigh, Camden, N. J., March 80, 1892. Paver, 25 cents; cloth, 50 cents. 


PROSE-POEMS AND SELECTIONS. 

Fifth edition, enlarged and revised. - A handsome quarto. containing 333 pages. This is 
beyond question, the cheapest and most elegant volume in Liberal literature. Its mechanical 
finish is worthy of its intrinsic excellence. No expen3c has been spared to make it the thing of 
beauty itis. The type is large andclear, the paper heavy, highly calendered, and richly tinted, 
the presswork fauiticss, and the binding as perfect as the best materials and skill can make it, 

As to the contents, it is enough to pay that they include all of tue choicest utterances of 
the greatest writer on the topics treated that has ever lived. 

Those who have not the good fortune to own all of Mr. Ingersoll’s published worka, will 
have in this book of selections many bright samples of his lofty thought, his matchless elo- 

uence, his wonderful imagery, and his epigrammatic and poeticpower. The collection in- 
clades all of the “ Tributes” that have become famous in literature—notably those to his brosher 
E. C. Ingersoll, Lincoln, Grant, Beecher, Conkling, Courtlandt M. Palmer, Mary Fiske, Eligur 
Wright: his peerless monographs on “The Vision of War,” Love, Liberty, Art and Morality, 
Science, Nature, The imagination Decoration Day Oration, What is Poetry, Music of Wagner, 
Origin and Destiny, “Leaves of Grass,” and on the great heroes of inteliectual Liberty. Be- 
sides these are innumerable zems taken here and there from the orations, speeches, ar. uments, 
toasts, lectures, letters, interviews, and day by day conversations cf th author. 

The book is designed for, and will be accepted by, admiring friends as a rare personal 
souvenir. To help it serve this purpose, a fine steel portrait, with autograph fac-simile, has 
been prepared especially forit. In the more elegant styles of binding itis eminently suited 

for presentation pu 0898, lor ny season Hep rere half zil 
ICES. -In cloth, beveled boards, gilt edges, $2.50; in half morocco, gilt edges, #5; in hal: 
calf, mottled pages library ptyle. $4.50; in full Turkey morocco, gilt, exquisitely, fe a half 


(IMPERIAL), 7} x 13 inches, $1.50. 


also 
res 


in full tree calf, highest possible finish, $9. , m 
Any of the above sent to any address, by express, prepaid, or mail, post free, 
on receipt of price. Address T TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette PL, ‘New York, 


Gems of Ghought. 


Gop givs nuts to those who hay no teeth. 
—Portuguese proverb. 


A Man, so to speak, who cannot bow to 
his own conscience every morning is 
hardly in a condition to respectfully salute 
the world at any other time of day.— 
Douglas Jerrold. 


As in a building 
Stone rests on stone, and, wanting the 
foundation 
All would be wanting, so in human life 
Each action rests on the foregone event, 
That made it possible, but is forgotten 
And buried in the earth.— Longfellow. 


Tax only education that can avail to 
prevent crime in any substantial degree 
must be education in the true sense, an 
education that is as much physical and 
moral as intellectual, an education that 
enables him who has it to play a fair part 
in social life. Havelock Ellis. 


Evoxvrtton is not the “‘handmaid of re- 
ligion,” it is its mistress, the interpreter 
of theologies, and of all else that has en- 
gaged the human mind from the earliest 
to the latest time. The result of this is a 
rational interpretation of life, of mind, and 
of matter, and even if their genesis is never 
certainly determined Freethought has 
everything to hope, and nothing to fear, 
from the truths of evolution that are 
already established.— Charles Watts. 


We are all of us willing to accept dead 
truths or blunt ones; which can be fitted 
harmlessly into spare niches, or shrouded 
and coffined at once out of the way, we 
holding complacently the cemeterv keys, 
and supposing we hav learned something. 
But a sapling truth, with earth at its root 
and blossom on its branches; or a trench- 
ant truth, that can cut its way through 
bars and sods, most men, it seems to me, 
dislike the sight or entertainment of, if by 
any Means such guest or vision may be 
avoided. And, indeed, this is no wonder; 
for one such truth, thoroughly accepted, 
connects itself strangely with others, and 
there is no saying to what it may lead us. 
—John. Ruskin. 


Sustiy and slowly ideas do their work; 
the end may not be accomplished so 
brilliantly or with so much display as is 
the case in war, but it will be accomplished 
more surely and more lastingly. For the 
victories of the cannon and the sword are 
transitory and trivial compared with the 
triumph of 2 greatidea. ‘The hero of the 
sword is soon forgotten, and a new genera- 
tion, as Walt Whitman says, wipes the 
slate and begins afresh. The victories 
are reversed, and what was purchased at 
so terrible a price of blood to-day is given 
up in blood again to-morrow. Not so the 
triumphs ofthe mind. “he thoughts of the 
great thinkers of the past—of Socrates, of 
Plato, of Aristotle—liv on and influence 
the lives of men of to-day, long after the 
bodies that gave them birth hav gone to 
dust.— Frederick Ryan. 


Earuy Christianity was in all its essen- 
tials a special development of the common 
religious ideas of Asia Minor and Syria. 
It was the creed of Adonis, the creed of 
Attis, dressed up afresh and applied with 
minor difterences to a certain historical or 
mythical personage, said to hav lived in 
Galilee about the beginning of the Chris- 
tian era. Of this personage himself we 
know really nothing but the name or 
names; every supposed fact or incident re- 
lated of him is merely one of the common 
and universal incidents related of all the 
other gods, each of whom is represented 
as being a man as he was; each of whom 
is slain by a violent death; each of whom 
undergoes resurrection, as a rule on the 
third day; each of whom is identified with 
corn and the vine; each of whom is sacra- 
mentally eaten under the guise of bread 
and wine by his worshipers.— Grant Allen. 


Tue history of persecution is a history 
of endeavors to cheat nature, to make 
water run up hill, to twist a rope of sand. 
It makes no difference whether the actors 


.be many or one, a tyrant or a mob.. A 


mob is a society of bodies voluntarily be- 
reaving themselvs of reason and travers- 
ing its work. The mob is man voluntarily 
descending to the nature of the beast. Its 
fit hour of activity is night. Its actions 
are insane, like its whole constitution. It 
persecutes & principle; it would whip a 
right; it would tar and feather justice, by 
inflicting fire and outrage upon ` the 
houses and persons of those who hav 
these. . The martyr cannot be 
dishonored.. Every lash inflicted is a 
tongue of fame: every prison a more il- 
lustrious abode; every burned book or 
house enlightens the world; every sup- 
pressed or expunged word reverberates 
through the earth from side to side. The 
minds of men are at last aroused; reason 
looks out and justifies her own and malice 
finds all ber work in vain. It is the 
whipper who is whipped and the tyrant 
who is undone,—Ralph Waldo Emerson, 


A GREAT BOOK ON RADICAL, SOOIAL, AND 
ECONOMIC REFORMS. 


The title of the book is 


A CITYLESS AND 
COUNTRYLESS WORLD. 


The author is 
HENRY OLERIOH, of Hawarden, Ia. 


This book is in story form, well printed on 
geod paper, well illustrated, and handsomely 
ound. It 1s a text-book on “Co-operative In- 
dividualism.” For many it is perhaps too radical 
on some questions of reform, but it is naverthe- 
less eminently thought-provoking. 
_ The universal unrest manifested by the think- 
ing world, particularly during these “hard 
times,” Plainly indicates that our social, eco 
nomic, and religious institutions are not in tune 
with the best thought of the age. The anthor 
vividly portrsys an ideal world from which all 
our present social, economie, and religious evils 
are eliminated. For the fulfillment of his 
prophecy, the author does not rely on miracles. 
ut on the advancing intelligeuce of thou htful 
men and women. If Mr. Olerich’s ideal state can 
ever be attained the world will certainly be a 
paradise. Beautifully cloth-bound, price $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


THE PHILOSOPHY 
MENTAL HEALING. 


A Practical Exposition of 
Natural Restorative Power. 


By LEANDER EDMUND WHIPPLE. 


A Book to explain the correct idea of Mental 
Healing, and what may be reasonably expected 
to result from an understanding of its principles. 


Price, $2.50. Address TAE TRUTS SEEKER. 


MONEY FOUND. 


Brought Into the 
Absolutely Reliable Qov- 
ernment Banks Established in 
the Interest of and Owned 
by the Whole People. 


By HON. THOMAS E. HILL, 


of“ Hill’s Manual of Social and Business Forms,” 
“The Hill Banking System,” and other 
works of great service to the world. 


Professor Hill has given several years of care- 
ful study to the elaboration of a system of sound 
money, that may fit immediately into present. 
methods of doing tusiness and be easily intro- 
duced and universally adopted. | 

‘This book is “just in time.” is an absolutely 
original kook from the beginning to the end, is a 
good-sized volume in clear type, and is the clear- 
est exposition of money, uses of money, causes of 
money panics and remenies for the same, ever 
published. Orders are rapidly coming in and we 
want yours. Sena twenty-five cents tor copy. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


THE BOOK THAT STARTED THE REFER- 
ENDUM MOVEMENT. 


DIREGT LEGISLATION 


By the Citizenship through the 
Initiative and Referendum, 


By J. W. SULLIVAN. 
Price, 25 cents. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. ` 


BRAIN ~ BIBLE: 
THE CONFLICT BETWEEN MENTAL SCIENCE 


AND THEOLOGY. 
By EDCAR C. BEALL, M.D., 


with a preface by 


R. G. INGERSOLL. 


This is the only work of its kind in the litera- 
ture of Freethought. Its arguments are based 
upon scientific phrenology, and appeal directly 
to the reader’s sese of logic and love of justice. 
It is eloquent as well as convincing. 

Price, cloth, $1. adress 

THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


APOLLONIUS OF TYANA IDENTIFIED AS THE 
CHRISTIAN JESUS. 


An important and remarkable revelation con- 
cerning the life and times of Apollonius of 
Tyana, the great sage and philosopher of the first 
century. It is here claimed that his life and 
teachings were a propriated and utilized by the 
formulators of the Christian religion in the in- 
terest of so-called Christianity. The pox iarism 
is made plain in this brief history of Apollonius 
especailly in view of the historical references an 
comments thereon. It is quite evident that to 
conceal the plagiarism. the name of Apollonius 
wae aD cae 

ce, 15 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


28 Lafayette place. New York City. 


Godly Women of the Bible. 


A HISTORY OF ALL 


The Women Who Figure In the Bible, 


Ày Uncopix Wouax ov 7am Nowrsexra CENT- 
% cents, 


Wath, « a - . . = 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, NOVEMBER 18, 18983. 
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Jfot for Parsons. JOHN E The Freethinker's Badve-pin 
aL ine i pointed at as a thing of : Pij. PH evr seeen 
church-going religion.— Puck. : i = ONE YEAR, 


F Will be sent for $4.50, The 
r 8275 Pin and Tae Trours 
i, SEEKER one year for $5. 


Morar: Horrors! What in the world 
are you singing, and on Sunday, too? 
Little Boy: , this song is all risht tts 
about the prodigal son.— Good News. 


REMSBURG’S 


Haa@arp STRANGER: My principal dit- 
culty, doctor, is that I am cacble to sleep. 
Famous Physician: Go and hear the Rev. 
De Penal pretok osema Stranger: 

8, doctor, I am the Rev. Dr. ; 
—Chicago Tribune, Spey 


Ingersoll Souvenir Spoon 


AND 
THE TRUTH SEEKER 


ONE YEAR, 
Will be sent for $4.75. Sugar Spoons and TRora 
SEEKER, $5. Hither kind. (Tea or Sugar) Spoon 
gilt bowl, 50c. more, 


WORKS. 


_ Dr. Fourraty: I know how giddy fash- 
ionable life is; but-do vou not pause some- 
times to think of your heavenly father? 
Miss ideas : Wor e oon perhaps 
you never hear at papa’s was merel: 

death-bed repentance. ps 


Mr. SrempBacg: Vas you to dot synago 
yesterday, Moses? Mr. Rosembanm: Ne 

r. Steinbach: Vell, der rabbi says if ve 
vant to be goot ve haf to make sagrifices. 
Mr. Rosenbaum: Oh, I don’t go to no 
synagog vere a rabbi talks shop in der 
pulpit. 


e 


Abraham Lincoln: Was He A Christian? 


For fifteen years Mr. Remsburg has been collecting material for his work, He presents 
an array of testimony that is irres'stibie and overwhemming, aud which must put this question 
at rest forever. In addition to the testim my of twenty wı: nesses who claim that L.ncoin wa; 
a Christian, and which is reviewed and refuted, ne adduces the testimony of more than, a hun- 


dred witnesses in proof of the claim that Lincoln was not & Unristian. 


hese witnesses include 


hus wife and other relatives; his three law partners; his private secretaries; members of his 


cabinet; his principal biographers, and scores of Lis most} timite friends. 


False Claims. 
As a Missionar 


Revised and Enlarged 


Document it is unexcelled. Amor. 


; the subjects considered by Mr. 


Remsburg are: The Church and Morality; Criminal Statisi.cs, showing the creeds of the pris- 


oners in the penitentiaries; the Church 
and Learning; the Church and Liberty; 
Rights Movement; the Temperance 
singly;-75 c:nts per dozen. 


and Civilization; the 
the Caurch and the Antislavery Reform; the 
eform; the Church and the Republic. b 


hurch and Science; the Church 
the Woman's 
rice, 10 cents 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
SISTER LUCY 


Her Awful Disclosures 


AS 70 RCW HALL CONVENT. 


fod a Faw Words on Auricular Confession. 
Rice, Š - - -_ Nama 


WANTED — 500,000 Freethinkers to stop at 


ws Sanos (the village storekeeper): | Bible Morals. Twenty Crimes and Vices Sanctioned by Richter’s Hotel, Cullman, Ala. 6t46 
rs. i i Sc.ipture; Falsehood and D tion; Cheating; Theft and Robbery; tery and Prostitu- p 5 
beer ee Hay oT SOR Pane a tions Murder: Wars of Con imest and Extermination; Despotism; Intolerance aud Persecu- OE TAIN ts 
ter iW ai Pone up a T8. a- tion; Injustice, to Wo nan; nisin een to Children; Cruelty to Animals: guman Bacrifices; Terms Easy 
ds: l PRANTE y): on forget, ana lavery; Witohorafti A ee cies ae canter 8 copies, BL SPEAR dlaconnt hirty-five years’ experience. Examinations and Re- 


Mr. Sands; I never touch, taste, or handle 
alcohol in any shape or form. Don’t for- 
get to send the large-size bottle of cologne, 
and three gallons of white wine for pre- 
serving.— Puck, i 


WE are reminded of the old Vermont 
story of Ethan Allen at the special thanks- 
giving service after the capture of Ticon- 
deroga. The officiating clergyman was 
ascribing all the praise for that cheering 
success of the American arms to heaven. 
The colonel stood it as long as he could; 
then he rose in his pew. ‘‘ Parson —,” 
he said, “would you mind mentioning 
that Ethan Allen was there?”— Hartford 
Courant. 


TEx Sentinel quotes a negro philosopher 
of Wakeeney, known as Uncle Nathan 
Brown, concerning the condition of things 
in western Kansas. The people hired a 
rainmaker named Boyd, who failed and 
pulled out. ‘ʻI ‘low dis heah country 
ain’t nevah goin’ to get no mo’ rain,” said 
Uncle Brown. ‘‘De good Lawd, in his 
justificatin’, didn’t see no use ob a fall ob 
de heavenly waters, an’ you all done sent 
foh Mr. Boyd. Den the Lawd said, Ef you 


warn’ satisfied, an’ yell: ‘Frow down Jez- 
ebal? An’ he frew her down ergin. An’ 
den dey yell out: ‘Frow her down some 
mo’,’ An’ he frew her down seb’n times. 
But dey was dat mean dey warn’ satisfy no 
how, an’ dey kep’ a hollerin’ ‘Frow down 
Jezebel!’ An’ he frew her down seb’nty 
times seb’n. An’ of de remains dey ged- 
lay up seb’n basketsfal.”— Washington 
‘ost, 


rance and idiocy; bscenity. Price, 


on larger quantities. 


Sabbath-Breaking. This is the best and most thorough work 
ever written on the Sabbath from a rational point of view. Largs and handsome print. Tha 
uestion is dis ussed under the fo lowinz heads: Origin of tha Sabbatic Idea; the Jewish 
sabbath; the Christian Boriptuces and the Sabbath; Examination of Sunday Arguments; 


Origin of the Christian Sab! 


ath; Testimony of ta3 Christian Fathers; the Sabbath during 


tne Middle Ages; ths Puritan Sabbath; Testimony of Christian Reformers, Scholars, and 


Divines; Abrogation of Sunday La 48. 
Image Breaker. 


Price, 25 cents; 6 copies $1. 
Six Lectures: 


. Decline of Faith: Protestant Intolerance; Washington an Unbeliever; Jefferson an Un- 
believer; Paine and Wesley; Christian Sabbath. Each 5 cents; bound, paper, 25 cents; per 


doz., 4V cents. 
Thomas Paine. 


Tells the story of the Author-Hero’s Life,- 


delineates the leading traits of his character and genius, and vindicates his name from the 


a ersions Cast upon it. 
o 


one hundred noted persons of Europe and America, 
work. Second edition, 160 pages, printed on fine tinted paper, 


Choice extracts from “* Co 3e,” 
an,” and “ Age of Reason,” are given; also, tributes to Paine’s character from more than 


Common Sense,”  Ameriran Crisis,” “* Rights 


many of them written expressly for this 
neatly bound, and containing a 


handsome steel portrait of Paine. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


The Apostle of Liberty. 


An address delivered in Puine Hall, bef.re the N. E. Freethinkers’ Convention, Jannary 


29, 1884, Price, 10 cents. 
For all the above works address 


T. UTH SEEKER COMPANY, 
mere 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Truth Seeker Library. 


Published Monthly at $3 per Year. - 
Issues oF 1891.—$3. 


works willbe published and sent to subscribers 
as they appear. | j 

Yearly subscribers at $3 receive all the numbers 
published in one, year. In ordering please say 
which year is desired. i 

Single numbers sold at prices quoted. 

THE TRUTH SEEKER O00., 
28 Lafayette Place. New York. 


GHOST OF ST. JOHNS. 


By M. BABCOCE Price, 15 ota 


THE HOLY CROSS SERIES, 


The Popes and Their Doings. Biograph- 
ical sketches of the most noted of these vicars 
rist and vicegerents of God, showing what 


AU ina Dfutshell. 


By ASA AUGER 


A condensation of the fundamental arguments 
against Christianity. 


A Very Good Little Missionary Work. 


Address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Price, 15 cents. 


ports free. Prompt attention. Send Drawing and de 
Seription to L. Bagerr & Co. Atty’s. Washington, De’ 


CHOLERA, DIPHTHERIA, Dysen tery 
Piles, Quinsy, Catarrh. The Antidote for $1. 
Agents wanted. Dr. G.H. MILLER, 2,383 Hicory 
street, St. Louis, Mo., former address 1,441 South 
Twelfth street, Denver, Col. 20628 


(ito Wettstein” WATCH, 


Perfected, new model, 16 jewels. full adjustec 
to heat, cold, and position. beautiful doublesunk 
dial, and all modern improvements; guaranteed 
a perfect ttmer. Price, in silverine dust-proof 
cases, $17; 4-ounce coin silver, $28. In best filled 
gold case, open-face, dust-proof, #26; hinged 
case, $28 to $30; hunting, 830 to $85; 14 carat, 
solid gold, $45 to $150. Nickel works, $2 more. 

Re ar Grade erican Watches.— 
Silverine cage, 7 jewels, $6; 11 jewels, $7.60; 15 
jewels, 89; ditto, adjusted, $11; ditto, 17 jewels 
$15. In finer cases, add as above. 

Ladies’ American Gola Watches.—All 
latest styles. in plush cases; best filled, 7 jewels 
$14; 11 Jewels, $15.60; 15 jewels, $20; 14 carat soud 

old, $10 more. Heavier, more elaborate, and 

amond-set cases, from $5 to $100 more. 

All watches sent with written guarantee. kept 
in order 1 year, and after that time cleaned for $1 
and returned tree. j 

Snndries.—Lower grade nickel watches, $5. 


To those afflicted and who are desirous of being 
cured a booxles of some 38 pages will be sent tn 
their ad-iress for ten cents, sealed in a plain 
envelope, giving anses and Symptoms of the 
Complaint and a description of the Doctor's im- 


l Outward Applioa- 
Hon- a poritive oure- the omiy remedy o7 ths 
Wii vl i} O85. 
6 Aaea once wii DB. R.P. FELLOWS 
Vineland, N. J. 


and say you saw this advertisement in Tay 
TRUTH Seinen. 


portant medical discovery—an 


dress, 


wine to put yo’r trus’ in Mistah Boyd, o aod : : 
f A 4, and $3. Best spectacles, $1; best razor, $2; 
Sen trus’ Mistah Boyd. Den de Lawd | Truth Seeker Annual, 1891 prey havo done, ang wh at Emaor mon tloy w aa Bent riple-plated teaspoons, $1.80; table spoons, 
pulled out. Den Mistah Boyd pestifer- Men, Women, and Gods varnished languave, and the unmark ing is com- | $3.60; knives, 81.75; forks, $1.75; all for sets of 6. 
ted if d 1 t 1 'h dener,..........-. plete, proving them to have been cruel, in- | Solid silver spoons, $1.85 per ounce; solid silver 
cated wi e elements a spell, an Dé | The Age of Reason. triguing, and licentious men. Considering the | souvenir spoons, $1. $1.25, $1.50, $2 to $3. 
pulled out. Wif de Lawd pulled out, and trated......,.scese-eee puskcasesevenseoss rapid growth of Catholicism in this country, The Colonel Ingersoll.—Tea, $2.50; orange, 
Mistah Boyd pulled out, how you gwine Answers to Christian Questions. D. M. Ben- this book cannot be too widely disseminated 2.75; sugar, $3; gilt bowls, 50 cents more 
to ’spect any rain?” = Christian Absurdiiies. John Pedi 22.01... SD | ar 0e: Apar, 50 conter. oloth, a toboa ftes ois oo ne Happy ts Now,” 
Victor Hugo's Oration on Voltaire... io | The Awful Disclosures of Maria Monk, | 59 cents oe. ee N. 
Viox-Presmwent Stevenson told the fol- | The Crisis. Thomas Paine. Mlustrated..... 40| as exhibited in a narrativeof hersufferingsdur- | Whe Torch of Reason Badge, solid gold, 
lowing story to a group of 8 t th Sabbath Breaking. John E. Remsburg....... 25 in- her residence of five years as a novice, and enameled in 5 colors, small pins, $2, $2.75, and 
sg y group enators the | Travels in Faith from Tradition to Rea- two years as a black nun, in the Hotel Dieu | 3.50. With diamonds, #5, $8. Largo, $3, 84, 85, 
other night: There was an old darkey in son. Robert O. Adams ..........0e seer oe 25| Nunnery, at Montreal. Perhaps not any anti- | 915. Charms, $3, $4, 85, $6, $7.50, 810, 815 $20, 830. 
southern Illinois who wanted to join the | Strike of a Sex. GeorgeN. Miller............ 25 | Catholic book published has created more ex- | Diamonds. 20 per cent. below market price. 
inist; He had d My Religious Experience. Samuel P. Put- citement, and had such a circulation as this | Send for price lists, cards in colors and gold of 
ministry. e had progressed through WAM. casos sconicsnevausdwacedvavass sues 2 | work. To counteract its effects the Catholics | badge, tracts, etc., free. Ail goods prepatd (ex- 
many years of trial and tribulation, from f The Higher Criticism in Theology and Re- circulated a story that Maria Monk was “no | cept knives and forks) and cash refunded at op- 
the position of chief hog stealer and hen- MOO cone On 1808 68 BO) RET ed that her child of shame” wes nipe | tion. Watch clenned 81 ana returned free. Tl 
roost robber of the community to the SSUES OF nde other than the child of her priest-sed “ ir B Ere 
z Death-Beds. @. W. Foote.........+++. 25 p educer. |} P.§.—The “Ingersoll Souvenir Spoon” free 
mourner’s bench, to membership, to a dea- | 13581 Do i Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth 75 cents. i der. 5 with $100 ord 
£ ghts of Man. Thomas Paine. Ilust > : with every $20 order. 5 wi er. 
conate, and finally to the dignified office ted,........ TST E A 40 | Auricular Confession and Popish Nun- | ——— 
of sexton and chief bell-ringer of the white | Was Christ Orucified? Austin Bierbower.... 10] neriese By Wm. Hogan, for twenty-five 
folks’ church in the same town. He|?™Pit, Rew. and Cradle. Helen H. Gar- 5 years a confessing priest. A revelation of the 
couldn’t read, but his granddaughter Lu- | Bible Morals. John E. Remsbur ce ae. * deer eltgione mhn ts and une a 
cindy could, and he made her read to him | Soes Theology. Voltaire..cra2.. cc. g| that Bxvpriest, Hogan know the trath of the 
every evening from the good book. He| Why Don't God Kill the Devil?’ A Bab- in this volume, and equally there is no question 
was finally brought before the board for] |. C0Cky...........s0e.006+ gresaresecereeeees 15] that if the people generally knew of them, Ca- 
examination, which was conducted as fol- Liberty in uiteretare, Pena to tholicism would not be given the vast amounts 
lows: ce Brer *Lias. do you know the By Col. Robert G. Ingersoll s 25 or money now alloweqd 1 y our various city 
Bible?” “Yas, praise de Lawd.” ‘Brer | Six Lectures on Astronomy. governments: Price, paper, 50 cents, cloth. 75 
’Lias, do you believe it to be the word of danai RoE: 15 | The Priest in Absolution, A Review of 
God?” ‘“*Yas, dat I do, praise de Lawd.” rE 40 the. system. ot guricnlar, confession, including 
6e : 7? ¢ i i copious extracts Irom e “ Confession: n- 
do. “iver wud ob dem parblos is faoa, | Fase, Gain ofthe sol rite weeks A an an fete 
. etc. e work is a protest against and an appea. 
sho nuff, Gospel troof.” ‘Do you know pe a “ow igas ga U ~- 10] to every American citizen to examine carefully 
any of them well enough to repeat, Brer | Thomas Paine Vindicated. Col. Robert ap privaey: eh powerfu ee system so es pe 
"Lias?”. **DatIdo. Iknows dem all, but Q. Ingersoll ,........0..+.-+seeesseeeseeeee 15} hands,so fraught with danger to female mod- 
dat one of Potiphar and Jezebal is de The Oration of God. Dr. Jacob Hart- šo esty, to, the in enuons „openness of outh, 
truest an’ mos’ powerful one ob all. Hit} Crimes of Preachers in the United Siates. scion. Pree paper sn Grhia mrp pooo Di AN 
goes en ai are Aa porous wan k M. E, Billings ..............00006 Cionna © B| Priestly Celibacy Ex axed A lecture by 
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THE LORD TAKES COMFORT IN HIS ANGER AND FURY. 


A third part of thee shall die with the pestilence, and with famin shall they be consumed in the midst of thee: and 
a third part shall fall by the sword round about thee; and I will scatter a third part into all the winds, and I will draw 
out a sword after them. Thus shall mine anger be accomplished, and I will cause my fury to rest upon them, and I will 


be comforted.—Ezek. v. 12, 18. 


cal in the world. 


THE HEARTHSTONE is a very 
large and very interesting, illus- 
trated literary and family publica- 
tion, eight mammoth pages, forty- 
eight columns. 


THE HEARTHSTONE 


Has the largest paid in advance 
circulation of any similar periodi- 


In order to secure 100,000 new 
trial subscribers during the season 
we make the following grand ex= 
traordinary limited offer to readers 
of this paper. 


FOR ONLY THIRTY-FIVE CENTS 


We will send THE HEARTHSTONE for the balance of this year and all of 1894, 
together with 
Twenty Complete Novels by Famous Authors. 


These Twenty Novels are bright, breezy and very interesting, are printed 
in good readable type, from new electrotype plates on good quality of paper, and 
handsomely illustrated. We manufacture the books ourselves and therefore save 


all intermediate profits. 
THE TRUE LOVE OF HER LIFE, 
BY AMANDA M. DOUGLASS. 
UNDER THE WILL, 
BY MARY CECIL HAY. 
WANTED—A WIFE 
BY JOHN STRANGE WINTTR. 


ONCE LOVED NOT FORGOTTEN, 
BY WALTER BESANT. 
HOW HE WOT HER, 
BY RETT WINWOOD. 


MYSTERY OF STIRLING HOUSE, 
BY MARY A. DENISON. 


AN ENGAGED MAN, 
BY MISS EIRENE KNOWLTON. 


MY HUSBAND AND I, 
BY COUNT LYOF TOLSTOI, 


THE BEAUTIFUL WIDOW, 
BY MARTHA H WILLARD. 


A HOUSEHOLD SAINT, 
BY MRS. W. H. PALMER. 


The Twenty Novels are as follows: 


ALTHOUGH HE WAS A LORD, 


BY MRS. FORRESTER. 

IN DEADLY EARNEST, 
BY ELLA CHEEVER THAYER] 
MISS RIVERS’S REVENGE, 
BY HUGH CONWAY. 

A WOMAN'S PLOT, 

BY AMANDA M. DOUGLAS. 
TWICE SAVED, 

BY AMELIA B. EDWARDS. 
HE LOVED AND RODE AWAY, 
BY MRS. J. H. RIDDELL. 
THAT LAST REHEARSAL, 

BY “THE DUCHESS. 
THE LIFTED VEIL, 
BY GEORGE BLIOT. 
SHE LOVES AND LIES, 


= 


BY KATHERINE 8. MACQUOID. 


Make No Mistake! Theliterary mattercontainedin the Twenty Complete 


Novels would ordinarily maketwenty books similar to 
those sold at ten to twenty-five centsa copy, and would therefore cost $2. 00to $5.00. 
Upon receipt of Thirty-five Cents, in silver, postage stamps or postal note, 
we will send THE HEARTHSTONE for the balance ‘of this year and all of 1894, and 
all the novels mentioned above. Not one novel but the whole list of Twenty. 
This vast amount of reading matter will afford you entertainment and pleasure for 


months. Address HEARTHSTONE PUB. HOUSE, Broadway, New York, N. Y, 
SAY eer ee ee ee ee ee 


BY WILKIE COLLINS. 
LUCY’S LOVER, 


The Clergyman’s Victims.) i HE VfHE SABBATH. $525 


A LIBERAL STORY. 
By Mas. E. . BALL. Price, 25 cents. 


Spiritualism Sustained, |e - "°°" 


FIVE LECTURES. 
Rv John R. Kelso, AN. 
12mo, cloth. $1.00. 


Priestly Celibacy Exposed, 


By Rey. G. T. Fox, MLA. 
Price, 15 cents. Address this office. 


By M. FARRINGTON. 

4 Thorough Examination and Ref- 
utation of the Claims of the 
Sabbatarians. 

Wcents. 


THOMAS PAINE; 
WAS HE JUNIUS? 
By W. H. BURR. 
Second edition, enlarged to 32 pages; with the 


engraved likeness of Paine. Price,10 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Deutfhe SHreigeift-Biidyer. 
Wier haben folgende Biider in 
Deufcher Sprache welde fehr berühmt find. 
ro Die Jrvthiimer Mofes,” 
Eine Fritifde Beleuchtung des Pentatend fiir 
Widerfpruch zur modernen Weltan- 


fhanung und Gefittung. 
von Gol. R. ©. Sngerfall, Preis 50 Cents. 


Das Weib und ihre Stellung zur 
Religion nud Kirhe am Ende 
deg 19. Jahrhunderts. 
von Helene H. Gardener, Preis 50 Cents. 


“Moderne Gaitterdimmernng, “ 
von Gol. R. G. Sugerfoll, Preis 25 Cents. 


re Wunder und Wanderthater, 
von John Ped, Preis 20 Cents. 


»-Glanbe nnd Verunnft, 
oder LE BON SENS. 
des rémifch-Fatolifden Priefters Jean Meslier. 
Nac dem franzöifhen Original überfegt von 
Fraulein Unna Knoop. 

304 Seiten, Seinwand, $1.00, Papier, 50 Cts. 
Diefe Bücher find in Papier Umidlag und 
flaren Dru. Unfere Dent{den Lefer 
follten es meit verbreiten. 


Ybdreffire, “The Truth Seeker,” 


28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, New York. 


SURVEYORS, ATTENTION! 


A rare chance is o “ered for a survey or to get a 


TRANSIT CHEAP. 


We have one for sale, in good order, with 
Tripod, which cost $160. We will sell it for 
half-price—gs0. Address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
Agent’s profits permonth Will prove 
it or pay forfeit. New art'cles just out. 
E = to sample and terms free. Pra us. 
ESTER & Bos. 26 Bond St., N. Y. 
18t46 
ANEW WORK 
A BY 
ARTHUR B. MOSS, 
Author of “The Bible and Evolution,” 
ENTITLED 


Christianity and Evolution, 


With preface by 
3. M. WHEELER, Sub-editor of Freetninker. 


Price, 31. Order at once. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


News of the Week. 


EMPEROR FRANOIS JOSEPH, as King of 
Hungàry; has signed ‘the civil marriage 


May wheat dropped to 684 at Chicago 
on November 6, the lowest ever known at 
this season. 


Four negroes were tortured to death 
near Lake City, Fla., for the alleged 
murder of a white man. 


Junes RicHarp PARKER, who sentenced 
John Brown to be hanged, has just died 
at the age of eighty-three. 


Tr is reported that a new Triple Alliance 
has been formed; Spain, France, and Rus- 
sia. Object: To keep England out of 
Morocco. 


JupGE MAYNARD was beaten in New 
York by 93,000 votes, running 64,000 be- 
hind his party. eKinley’s majority in 
Ohio is over 80,000. 


Tum ordinances of Newburg, Ore., for- 
bid any person under the age of eighteen 
to be on the streets alone after seven 
o’clock in winter and after eight in sum- 
mer. 


SAMUEL GomPERS was a candidate on the 
Republican and Populist tickets in the 
ninth senatorial district of New York for 
delegate to the state constitutional conven- 
tion. 

Harrow N. Hremesortaa{m has contrib- 
uted $100,000 to the Columbian Museum 
Fund, and John D. Rockefeller has added 
$500,000 to his previous gifts to the Chi- 
cago University. 


Danze, L. Dawson, of Philadelphia, ` 
‘poet, boxer, fencer, iron-dealer, and 
sport,” died November ist. He was one 
of the most promising American poets of 
his years. 


In 1886 Ireland had the smallest number 
of divorces to each thousand marriages, 
and the United States the largest. Italy 
stood next to Ireland, and Switzerland next 
to the United States. 


Francis 8. Werxs, the New York em- 
bezzler of trust funds, is now in Sing 
Sing penitentiary, New York, under ten 
years’ sentence. It cost the city $10, 000 
to secure his extradition from Costa Rica 


Tue Augusta, Ga., Exchange asks Con- 
gress to repeal the "ten per cent. tax on 
State bank issues, saying that this war 
measure ‘‘should become a matter of his- 
tory rather than remain an existing finan- 

cial farce.” 


In Humboldt county, Ia., several hun- 
dred acres of land are burning, the soil 
being consumed to the depth of fifteen 
feet. Until two years ago it was Owl 
lake. Interesting fossil remains are being 
exposed to view. 


By a decree of the Russian post office 
department all registered letters are to be 
opened by the postman in the presence of 
the receiver, and if they contain money 
from abroad seventy-five per cent of the 
amount is to be seized for the government. 


Marsau Fixup, of Chicago, has given 
$1,000,000 to the Columbian Memorial 
Museum, on condition that an additional 
$500,000 in cash and $1,600,000 in exposi- 
tion stock ,shall be given. George M. 

Pullman givs $100,000 ot the $500, 000 cash 
required. 


Lonpon Anarchists, in a meeting com- 
memorative of the Chicago labor agitators, 
applauded Pallas, who tried to kill General 
Campos, and the unknown murderer who 
caused the slaughter of thirty theater 
goers in Barcelona. Paris Anarchists 
voiced the same sentiments, - 


LILICOKALANI will probably be restored 
as queen to Hawaii, Secretary of State 
Gresham’s report to the president shows 
that she was driven out of power, not by a 
successful revolution of the people of the 
islands, but by United States Minister 
Stevens, with the aid of the naval power 
of this country. 


Ex-Conerrssman Granam Frost of St. 
Louis has found in a second-hand book- 
store a vellum book containing a map. 
made in 1690 from the original charts of 
La Salle, the French explorer. On this 
map, at the foot of the great lake, is a 
trading-post, spelled ‘“‘Shee-kaw-gu. 

This shows Chicago to be older than S St. 
Louis and New Orleans. 


Unirep Srares consul Sandberg, at 
Bagdad, reports r ogarding. the cholera: 
“ Panic and flight of Christians and Jews. 
Mohammedans resigned to the will of God. 
Rumor here that seventy-five thousand 
died of cholera in Mecca during this year’s 
pilgrimage, which was unusually large. No 
rational attempt is made to stay the dis- 
ease. At any hour that I choose to luok 
outof the window I can see a dozen women 
washing clothes soiled with cholera dejecta 
in the river, and immediately below water 
carriers obtaining our daily beverage,” 
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THANKSGIVING OBJECT LESSON. 


TO NEW READERS OF THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


We send this issue of The Truth Seeker to a great many Liberals who are not subscribers, with an earnest invitation to them 
to become such, and thereby help along the Liberal cause. 

We would also respectfully call their attention to the many points of excellence of the Paper. 

Tas Trura Seexer is the Largest Freethought Journal in the World. fe | 

The Cartoons of Heston appear each week, and each picture is worth the cost of the paper a year to one who appreci- 
ates plain and telling arguments against ecclesiasticism. 

Tne TRUTH SEEKER constantly prints the most varied and entertaining Selection of Original Papers of any Liberal Journal. 
Its Contributors are all the noted Liberals of the country. All that Col. R. G. Ingersoll gives to the Public can be found 
in Tas Truta SEEKER, and. that Poet of Freethought, Samuel P. Putnam, writes more for its columns than for any other. The 
Liberal speakers send us accounts of their journeys, and the best writers of Freethought freely devote their services to the 
cause of Liberalism through the colums of Tue Truta Seexer. Charles Watts, perhaps the greatest Debater of our time, cer- 
tainly the foremost Secular orator of England, will send us monthly letters from England with all the news of our movement there, 
and such reflections and pertinent observations as will surely make every English Secularist living in this country and Canada want to 
read Tue TRUTH SEEKER. (George E. Macdonald, one of the rarest combinations of humorist, satirist, philosopher, logician, has been 
engaged to write regularly for our columns... As the “Man With the Badge Pin,” he is known to nearly all the Liberals of the country, 
and we are willing to make him known to more. 

Tus Trura SEEKER gives all the news of Freethought, and is always on Guard Against the Encroachments of Ecclesiastics 
upon the People’s Liberties. l l , 

TuE TRUTH Seeker is devoted to the defense of Mental Liberty, of American Institutions, and the Preservation of 
the United States Constitution, so far as regards religious tests and the maintenance of human rights. It advocates the aboli- 
tion of all laws based on religion or religious observances. It demands the taxation of church property. It is uncompromis- 
ingly opposed to, anything tending toward a union of church and state, either in name or in fact. 

! The Sunday Question is now to the front all over the country. On that Tas Trura Seexer will voice the demands of 
the Liberal minded men and women of the country, and nowhere else will the rights of the people as against Puritanism be 
found so sturdily defended. 

To sum it: up, Tue Trura SEEKER is the biggest, best, and bravest Freethought jotrnal in the world, and if you are a Liberal 
. or Freethinker, you want it and ought to take it. We appeal also to fair-minded Christians to hear our side and then decide. 
Bigots and fanatics, we suppose, wouldn’t take it on any terms. 

SEE OUR PREMIUM OFFER FOR NEW SUBSCRIBERS on the second and third pages. Take advantage of one of 
these offers, or send $3 for a Year’s subscription, or $1 for four months’ trial. THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 
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The Most Magnificent Work Ever Published by the Freethought Press. 


Four Hundred Years of Freethought. 


PUTNAM. 


BY SAMUEL P. 


The object of this work is to present the Course of Freethought throughout the Civilized World for 
the last Four Centuries, from the time of Columbus and Bruno to the time of Ingersoll. 

Tt will be a radical Historie Record of the Greatest Developments of the Human Race. 

It will reveal Freethought as an Intellectual, Moral, Literary, Social, Industrial, and Political 


Movement. are ; feck ot 
Tt will show what Freethonght is in itself and how manifold are its influences, and with what 


hope and promise we can hail its future triumph. 


“Four Hundred Years of Freethought” will Embrace the most Illustrious Pages 
of Human History, 


adorned with the brightest Genius, radiant with the most splendid Poetry, rich with the greatest Inven- 
tions and Discoveries and ennobled with Freedom’s most shining advance. 

Nothing Can be More Interesting, 
more inspiring to the Pioneer Workers of to-day—to those who are still in the van for Human Rights and 
Progress. The struggle is not ended and what is already won must be carefully guarded. Eternal vigi- 
lance is the price of liberty ; and from the Past we must ever learn Great Lessons for the Future. 

NO LIBERAL CAN AFFORD TO BE WITHOUT THIS BOOK. 
Tt will contain the Greatest Thoughts and the Greatest Deeds of the Greatest Men 
In Ove Harmonious and Magnificent Whole, 
a vivid picture of man’s sublimest evolution, with the added glory of 
WOMANS EMANCIPATION 

from the chains and slavery of a barbaric creed and church. 

THE FIRST PART of the book will deal with Freethought as a Universal Power, as a Spirit, a 
Method, a prevailing but unorganized Influence in every Department of Human Growth. 


THE SECOND PART will deal with Freethought as an Organized Movement, especially in America 
and Europe; and this history is of equal importance with the first, and should be justly understood 


and the Pioneers of our work recognized. _ 
~ The first part will embrace the following Grand Departments: 


Philosophy.| Science. | Education and Literature. Government and Politics. , Woman’s Emancipation. 
Bruno. Copernicus. Ethics. Boccaccio. Lessing. Voltaire, Gambetta. Madame Roland. 
Spinoza. Galileo. Bacon. Rabelais. Schiller. Rousseau. Castelar. Mary Wollstoncraft. 
Descartes. | Kepler. Comenius. Cervantes. Goethe. French Salon. Bradlaugh. | Harriet Martineau. 
ocke Da Vinci. | Pestalozzi. Marlowe. George Sand. | French Revo- Garrison. Frances Wright. 
Hume. Newton. Froebel. Shakspere. George Eliot. lution. Phillips. Lucretia Mott. 
Hobbs Humboldt. | Combe. Gibbon. Victor Hugo. | Thomas Paine. Parker. Ernestine L. Rose. 
Kant. Lyell. Spencer. Burns. Emerson. Jefferson, Sumner. Lydia Marie Child. 
Hamilton. | Darwin. Owen. Shelley. Heine. | Mazzinni. Lincoln. Margaret Fuller. 
Comte. Tyndall. Holyoake, Byron. Thoreau. Bentham, Bakounine. | Elizabeth Cady Stanton. 
Biichner. Huxley. Haeckel. Pushkin. Whitman. Mill. Warren. Susan B. Anthony. 
Feuerbach. Girard Tcherny- Ingersoll. Garabaldi. Petrofsky. Matilda Joslyn Gage. 
Lick. chewsky. Heinzen. Helen H. Gardener. 


Annie Besant. 
THE PORTRAITS OF . THESE ILLUSTRIOUS REFORMERS 


in every domain of Human Thought and Progress will adorn the pages of this volume. 

The Second Part of this volume will be devoted especially to organized Freethought and the Liberal 
Press in modern times. The Truth Seeker, Investigator, Ironclad Age, Secular Thought, Freethinkers’ Maga- 
zine, Independent Pulpit, Lucifer, the Freethinker, Agnostic Journal, etc. 

It will give a history of the 


GREAT INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS 


at Chicago, the Freethought Federation of America, the American Secular Union, the various state and 
local organizations, the Canadian Secular Union, the British Secular Union, and other Liberal associations 
throughout the world. ; , 

It will contain the. portraits of those who, up to the present time, have been identified with Free- 
thought work—editors, lecturers, officers of societies, and those who, as representative men, have won dis- 
tinction in other fields of effort. There will be the portraits of : 


George E. Macdonald, Capt. R. C. Adams, 
E. M. Macdonald, John R. Charlesworth, 


Dr. E. B. Foote, Sr., 
Dr. E. B, Foote, Jr., 


Susan H. Wixon, 


Horace Seaver, 
Mrs. Charles Watts, 


J.P. Mendum, 


D. M. Bennett, L. K. Washburn, Samuel P. Putnam, Prof. J. H. Cook, Mrs. Rotert C. Adams, 
Parker Pillsbury, Ernest Mendum, John £. Remsburg, E. H. Heywood, Mrs. M. A. Freeman, 
Elizar Wright, Charles Watts, Franklin Steiner, Otto Wettstein, Katie Kehm Smith, 

T. C. Leland, G. W. Foote, J. D. Shaw, Stephen Pearl Andrews, Lucy N. Colman, 

T. B. Wakeman, Saladin, E. A. Stevens, James Parton, Lillian Leland, 

Judge C. B. Waite. J. R. Monroe, H. L. Green, Abner Kneeland, Amy Post. 


and other men and women who have contributed to the advancement of Freethought and whose names 
should be remembered throughout the Liberal ranks. There will also be about 


ONE HUNDRED BIOGRAPHIES, 


and in these will be given a picture of Freethought progress which will be most interesting and valuable, 
for it is in individuals that we find the best interpretations of the age. i 


Tne Price of This Superb Book is $5.00, 


and not for the same amount of money can there be found such an array of facts, such a survey of history, 
and such a galaxy of Freethought. 2 
_. Mr. Putnam is now devoting his whole time to this work and it will be published at the earliest 
possible moment. i l 
The name of every Subscriber who sends five dollars before the work is on the pr-ss 
will be enrolled in this book. DON’T FAIL TO SUBSCRIBE AT ONCE. 
= This book will contain 
Over Six Hundred Pages of Printed Matter and Over One Hundred Portraits. 


Tt will be elegantly bound. It will be a book for the home and the fireside. It will be a book to give to 
your friends when they ask, What is Freethought—what has it-done and what is it doing in the world? 

This is the most universal presentation of Freethought ever given to the public, and no Freethinker 
can afford to be without it. It is a library in itself. 


Address orders to THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette place, New York. 
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HOW TO GET 
FOUR HUNDRED YEARS 
OF FREETHOUGHT 


FREE 


ic: = 


SPECIAL OFFER. 


awk 


We have made arrangements with 
Mr. Putnam whereby we are enabled 
to make our friends a most generous 
offer. 

We need more subscribers to Tue 
Truru SEEKER, and every Freethinker 
needs “Four Hundred Years of Free- 
thought.” Not all are able to pay $5 
for it, but everyone can do a little 
work to obtain a copy — congenial 
work, that will do great good all 
around. This is the offer: 


Send us Four New 
Yearly Subscribers at 
regular rates ($12 in 
all), and we will send 
the Getter-up of the 
Club a copy of “FOUR 
HUNDRED YEARS OF 
FREETHOUGHT,” 
FREE OF CHARGES, 


And further, to aid our friends in 
getting this book for themselves, we 
will otter 
To the New Subscribers as æ 

Premium, 
post free, a copy in boards of 


Old Testament Stories 


Comically Illustrated 
By WAASON HESTON, 
THE GREATEST BOOK OF ITS KIND EVER 
CONCEIVED. 


Or, if preferred, a copy cloth-bound of 
W, S. BELL’S 
Handbook of Freethought. 

With these Splendid Works as pre- 
miums there ought to be no difficulty 
in getting hundreds of clubs of sub- 
scribers. 


Remember, to the Getter-up of The Glub, 
pR HUNDRED YEARS OF FREETHOUGAT, 
ree, 


To each New Subscriber in the club, a pre- 
mium of a Dollar Book—either “Old Testament 
Stories Comically Illustrated,” or W. S. Beil’s 
“Handbook of Freethought,” in Cloth—all free: 
hy post or express. 

This really brings the price of the 
paper down to $2 to each new sub- 
scriber, as they get Tae Trura SEEKER 
one year and a dollar book for $3. 

A Club of Four New Sub- 
seribers and $12 ($3 only 
from each) does this. 


We want to extend our circulation, 
and we want to help our friends to 
help us. 

lt ought not to be difficult to get 
four New Subscribers in any town in 
the country, especially with these 
Splendid Premiums to assist. aa uc: 

Those who get up these Clubs will 
receive their copies of “ Four Hundred 
Years of Freethought ” as soon as the 
book is issued. 

Those who send a Club and 
Four New Subscribers and 
$12 before the book is printed, 
will have their names en- 
rolled in its shining pages. 
THRE TRUTH SEEKER, 

28 Lafayette Place, 
NEW YORK. 
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THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


FOUNDED BY D. M. BENNETT, 


E. M. Macpowaxp, Editor and Manager, 
28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, NEW YORE. ` 


SATURDAY, - - - - NOVEMBER 18, 1893. 


SUBSCRIPTION 


Single subscription, in advance..............eccsseessceesseces 
One subscription two years, in advance........... 
Two now sUbscribers.............ceceecse cee ccceeccccatescececace 
One subscription with one new subscriber, in one remittance. 5 00 
One subscription with two new subscribers, in one remit- 


RATES; 


One subscription with three new subscribers, in one remit- . 
PANCE PSE A AESA E E SEERE E O 8 50 

One subscription with four new subscribers, in one remit- 

Any number over five at the same rate, invariably with one 
remittance. 


Money should be sent by express company’s money order, 
postal order, draft on New York, or by registered ‘letter. 
Address communications and make drafts, checks, post-ofice 
and express money orders payable to E. M. MACDONALD, 

28 Lafayette place, New York. 


SPECIAL NOTICE.—We shall be obliged to our 
readers if they will send us the name and address of 
any Freethinker who is not a regular subscriber. 


SOME HANDSOME PREMIUMS. 


‘To induce new subscriptions and prompt renew- 
als on the part of our friends we make the follow- 
ing handsome premium offers: 


For $6.50 we will send Tue Truru SEEKER one 
year ($3) and S. P. Putnam’s “Four Hundred 
Years of Freethought” ($5). By taking advantage 
of this or our Free offer of the book (see opposit 
page) there is no reason why every Freethinker in 
the country should not possess this splendid work. 


For $5 we will send Tau Trura SEEKER one 
year ($3) and “Paine’s Great Works Complete” 
($3). This edition of Paine’s works contains a 
picture of Paine, of the statue proposed to be 
erected in Chicago, and of his monument in New 
Rochelle. 


For $5 we will send Tas Terura Szxer one 
year ($3) and “The World’s Sages, Thinkers, and 
Reformers” ($3). By D. M. Bennett. 


For $4.50 we will send Tne TRUTH SEEKER one 
year ($3) and James B. Alexander’s Dynamic The- 
ory ($2.75). This is a splendid offer, for every one 
wants this book. It has over a thousand large 
pages and more than four hundred illustrations. 
It is a digest of Science, and every one who studies 
it cannot help but be well-informed in all scientific 
matters. 

‘For $4.50 we'will send Tae TRUTH SEEKER one 
year ($3) and “The Freethinker’s Pictorial Text- 
Book ” in cloth ($2.50). 

For $4 we will send Tue TRUTH SEEKER one year 
($3) and “The Freethinker’s Pictorial Text-Book ” 
in boards ($2). 

For $4 we will send Taz TRUTH SEEKER one year 
($3) and a copy of “ Old Testament Stories Comic- 
ally Illustrated,” in cloth covers ($1.50). 

For $3.50 we will send Tus TRUTH SEEKER one 
year ($3) and “Old Testament Stories Comically 
Illustrated,” in board covers ($1). 

This is a splendid opportunity to obtain books 
which every Liberal desires to hav, at an. exceed- 
ingly low price. Old and new subscribers can 
avail themselvs of it, and we shall be glad if our 
present, readers will call the attention of their 
friends to the values offered. 


of the God-in-the-Constitution movement. 


F No. 


“NoSUnion {Between2Church-and State!’’, 
, (So said 'CardinalZGibbons in his address at the 
Baltimore Club banquet. So say the fomenters 
Do 
they mean what they say? Do they mean what we 
mean when we say “No union between church and 
state”? Is there a mental reservation behind their 
declarations? Is what they call “religion and the 
state” or “Christianity and the state,” a part of what 
we call “church and state?” 

To answer the first question in the affirmativ is 

to compliment their honesty at the expense of their 
intelligence. To the second question the answer is, 
To the third, Yes. ‘To the fourth, Yes. 
. ‘Let us analyze some paragraphs of Cardinal Gib- 
bons’ address. Perhaps when we get through we 
shall know whether he has both feet or only one 
foot on the Secular platform, or is trying to kick it 
over: 

“ In no country on the face of the earth has the difficult 
problem been better solved than in the United States— 
the problem of maintaining harmonious relations between 
church and state. Here the church and state run in 
parallel lines and do not conflict with one another. The 
church upholds the state; religion educates the state and 
proclaims the divinity of the laws under which we liv. 
Religion tells us that there is no authority but from God, 
and that all law is sacred. Religion sanctifies the virtue 
of obedience and respect for civil laws by teaching that 
obedience to civil authority is not a servile homage paid 
to man, buta homage of freemen to God himself.” 


Do the church and the state run in parallel lines? 
Should they run in parallel lines? If so, in what 
sense? Why should the state and the church run 
in parallel lines any more than the state and Odd 
Fellowship, or the state and an insurance company, 
or the state and a Freethought club? The church 
is a religious organization; the Odd Fellows’ lodge 
is a benevolent or fraternal society; the insurance 
company is a business enterprise ; the Freethought 
club is an anti-religious or philosophical body. But 
the state is something entirely different from any 
and all of these. The ideal state is a union of the 
inhabitants of a given territory. Its sole function 
is that of protection of the equal rights of all its 
members. It exists in order to prevent invasion of 
the personal and property rights of each citizen and 
of all citizens. Itis a police power created by the 
individuals composing it. It is a purely defensiv com- 
bination. Its business is to restrain those who do 
not respect the equal rights of their fellows. Hence 
it does not run parallel with the church, nor with the 
lodge, nor the commercial company, nor the scien- 
tific society. Is has no dealings of any nature with 
the Christian, as a Christian; it does not teach his 
creed nor does it outlaw it. It does not ad- 
vocate the principles. of Odd Fellowship, nor 
favor, nor discriminate against, a man because he is 
an Odd Fellow. It does not deal with the insur- 
ance company; it neither givs privileges to the com- 
pany nor punishes nor rewards its members, as 
members. It does not propagate the ideas of the 
Freethought club, and neither smiles nor frowns 
upon those who adhere thereto, because of 
such adherence.. In a word, it is strictly 
impartial as between all creeds, philosophies, sci- 
ence3, charities, fraternities, industries. It takes 
note of the citizen only when his equal liberty has 
been trespassed upon, or when he trespasses. This 
is the ideal state. The nearer it is approached in 
practice the less the wrong and suffering and the 
greater the security and prosperity of the people. 

“Religion educates the state’? No, the people 
educate themselvs. The state is not a person, to 
be instructed. The church educates those who are 
put under her instruction. She teaches them relig- 
on and so much of s ‘nce as she thinks is good 
for them to know. The history of the world shows 


tables. 


indisputably that just in proportion as the people 
hav permitted religion to shape their education hay 
they departed from justice, hav they been cruel and 
criminal. By education we mean education, not 


merely the léarning by rote of a few rules and 
There are two sanctions of right action, 
the human and the supernatural. “When men re- 


spect human life for the sake of man, tranquility, 


order, and progress go hand in hand; but those 
who respected human life only because God had 


forbidden murder hav set their mark upon 
Europe in fifteen centuries of blood and fire,” 


strikingly says W. Kingdon Clifford. 

“Religion proclaims the divinity of the laws 
under which we liv.” But the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence solemnly affirms that all just laws are 
the creation of the people. Who are right—Paine 
and Jefferson, or Crafts and Gibbons? “Religion 
tells us that there is no authority but from God, 
and that all law is sacred.” The Declaration and 
the Constitution declare that all authority comes 
from the people who rule themselvs. By which are 
we to stand—the theocracy of the church or the 
democracy of the founders of the nation? Is all 
law sacred? Let the victims of the Inquisition 
answer; and answer, Washington, Adams, Otis, 
Henry. 

« Religion sanctifies the virtue of obedience and 
respect for civil laws by teaching that obedience to 
civil authority is not a servile homage paid to man, 
but a homage of freemen to God himself.” We will 
let Professor Clifford comment on this: “ Wher- 
ever the allegiance of men has been diverted from 
Man to some divinity who seeks his own glory, one 
thing has happened. The right precepts might be 
enforced, but they were enforced upon wrong 
grounds, and they were not obeyed. But right 
precepts are not always enforced; the fact that the 
fountains of morality have been poisoned makes it 
easy to substitute wrong precepts for right ones. 

I call those religions which undermine 
the supreme allegiance of the conscience to Man 
ulitramontane religions because they seek their 
springs of action ultra montes, outside of the com- 
mon experience and daily life of man. And I re- 
mark about them that they are especially apt to 
teach wrong precepts, and that even when they 
command men to do the right things they put the 
command upon wrong motivs, and do not get the 
things done.” 

‘* The state holds over the church the sgis of her pro- 
tection without interfering in the church’s God-given 
mission. For my part, I would be sorry to see the rela- 
tions between church and state any closer than they are 
at present; for, if the civil authority built our churches 
or subsidized our clergy, they might want to hav some- 
thing to say as to the doctrins we teach, and we believe 


that the gospel should be free. I thank God that we hav 
religious liberty.” 


Does not.the civil authority build your churches, 
to the extent of your exemption from taxation? 
Does it not subsidize your clergyman when it pays 
public money for their religious services in the 
army and navy, in the halls of legislation, in penal 
and charitable institutions? Hundreds of millions 
of dollars’ worth of church property is deadheaded 
by the state and, of course, other property must 
pay a higher rate because of this unjust and un- 
constitutional favoritism. Religion is a private 
affair; churches and their adjuncts are private 
property; taxes are among the costs of maintaining 
private property; under an equitable system of 
taxation the members of churches would pay thege 
costs; under the present inequitable system they 
are in part paid by other people, and these other 
people do not accept the religion which they are 
thus compelled to help support. In other words, 
non-believers are forced by the state to pay thei 
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money to maintain and extend the religion of be- 
lievers. Is this what Cardinal Gibbons calls sepa- 
ration of state and church? Or is it what he would 
designate as the union of religion and the state? 
And in what consists the assumed difference be- 
tween the two, that is, between a union of church 
and the state and of religion and the state? Is 
there at bottom any difference between voting a 
sum of money directly into the coffers of the church 
and voting it in indirectly by exempting the church 
Írom taxation? In both cases the church receives 
involuntary financial support ; that is, in both cases 
the state givs her money which the earners of the 
money did not wish her to hav; that is, to put it still 
more clearly, the state acts as a tithe-gatherer for the 
church, as the thug robs the belated and defenseless 
citizen that his mistress may hav a wine supper or a 
silk gown. If this support of the church by the state 
does not constitute church and state union will 
Cardinal Gibbons please tell usin what said union 
does consist? And is it this enforced church main- 
tenance that inspires his thanks to God for our 
«religious liberty”? Very probably it is. 

“ Another mistake is made in supposing that, because 
there is no union here between church and state, we are 
not a religious people. I maintain that no country in 
the world has a stronger religious basis than the United 
States. Our common law is taken from the common law 
of England, which is thoroughly permeated with the 
spirit of Christianity. Where is the Christian Sabbath 
better observed than itis here? The proceedings of our 
national and state legislatures are opened with prayer, 
and still another evidence of our respect and regard for 
religion is the fact of our setting apart a day in each year 
for special thanksgiving; the president of the United 
States and the governors of the states calling upon the 
people by proclamation to return thanks for the bless- 
ings they hav enjoyed,” 

Who has supposed that, because there is here no 
formal union of church and state, the people of the 
United States are not religious? Does Cardinal 
Gibbons wish it to be understood that the people 
of other countries are imbued with the idea that 
the separation of church and state in any country 
carries with it the presumption that the people of 
that country are non- or anti-religious? Such 
would seem to be a fair inference from his words. 
And to those who had always been accustomed to a 
state church it might indeed not seem possible that 
people who believed in religion would disso- 
ciate it from the civil power, would cast it out, 
as it were, to shift for itself. Had Cardinal Gib- 
bons, in referring to this not unnatural mistake, 
contented himself with showing that the majority 
of the people of this country are not Infidels, 
spite of the theoretical separation of church and 
state, he would hay remained on safe ground and 
we might, by ignoring his previous utterances, 
herein criticised, hav concluded that he honestly op- 
poses union of church and state and was trying to 
demonstrate that a state church is not a necessity 
to religion. But he does not remain on safe 
ground. Instead of pointing to any evidences 
of the religiosity of the people, as individuals 
and churchmen, he concentrates all his ener- 
gies in an effort to prove that the nation is 
officially Theistic and Christian. Instead of at- 
tempting to hold up before the world the faith, 
piety, and reverence of Christian men and women, 
- he talks glibly of the “common law,” which “is 
thoroughly permeated with the spirit of Chris- 
tianity ;” of Sabbath observance; of prayer in 
national and state legislatures; of thanksgiving 
proclamations, etc. To state it in another way: Re. 
pelling the insinuation that our (supposed) separa- 
tion of church and state shows that the people of 
this country are not religious, Cardinal Gibbons 
demonstrates that church and state are not sep- 
arated; that we are free from politico-religious 
domination in theory only, and that a people, the 
majority of whom are Christians, cannot be trusted 
to establish a government which will make religious 
liberty a fact. Incidentally he lets in the light upon 
his own utterances, permitting us to see that the 
word “people” in the first sentence of the para- 
graph last quoted should hav been substituted by 
“state?” or “government.” So at last we are 
brought back to the perpetual contention of all who 
defend as just the present privileges granted to the 
church, and ask for more—which contention is that, 


while they want Christianity recognized and coddled 
by the state and its Sunday forced upon the peo- 
ple, they do not wish a union of church and state! 
Are they mentally blind? Or is it moral short- 
sightedness that makes them talk and act as they 
do? Whatever the correct answer,.we hav one 
thing to do, and that is to defeat every attempt they 
make to bring Christianity and government into 
closer union. 


An Astounding Proposition. 
The School Journal of October. 14th says edi 
torially; 
“ Every public school in this country should be opened 
by singing: 
‘* Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise him, all creatures here below; 


Praise him above, ye heavenly host, 
Praise father, son, and holy ghost.” 


So should every teachers’ institute and convention. And 
if the teachers would discuss this at the meetings this 
winter and agree to do it a mighty step in advance would 
be taken. It would ally the school with the charch— 
they are natural allies. Nor is there anyone to object. 
Let every teacher begin his day’s work with these noble 
lines; they will ring on like the sound of bells in the minds 
of his pupils when he has turned to dust.” 

The effrontery of this is unparalleled. Its cool 
ignoring of all who might reasonably be expected 
to object is simply insulting. It would appear to 
hav been written by some one who has never heard 
of the principle of religious liberty, who knows ab- 
solutely nothing of the “right of private judg- 
ment.” Had it appeared in a professedly religious 
paper it would not be so surprising, for long expe- 
rience has taught us that Christian ministers and 
editors are strangers to the theory and practice of 
justice where the church is a party in action, but to 
find it in an educational paper is enough to take 
one’s breath away. 

There is no one to object, we are jauntily told. 
Is that so? How about the Jews? Hav they no 
conscientious objections to singing praises to a 
three-headed God? When did they abandon Mon- 
otheism? When did they accept Jesus? When 
did they admit that he is a third part of God? And 
what of the Christian Unitarians? Are they also 
without rights at the bar of Trinitarianism? There 
are some Freethinkers in America, and their chil- 
dren attend the common schools; must they pro- 
test in vain? Hav they no right to demand that 
the teaching of theological dogmas shall not be 
made a part of the curriculum of the public schools? 
And those Trinitarian Christians who believe in the 
total separation of church and state—for there are 
some—are they also not worth mentioning ? 

The School Journal should understand that the 
public schools are maintained by all the people for 
the primary education of the children of all the peo- 
ple. Religious instruction is wholly out of place 
in those schools. The Bible has no business there, 
prayers hav no business there, pious songs and 
hymns hav no business there. You could just as 
rationally and rightfully open instruction therein 
by reading the platform of the Democratic, the Re- 
publican, the Populist, the Socialistic Labor, or the 
Prohibition party, as with the singing of the stanza 
proposed by this belated editor. 

Instruction in ths schools is supposed to be 
based upon the latest verifiable scientific data. But 
now it is demanded that the pupils shall be required 
to praise God each morning. The teacher is there 
to guide the child in the way of ascertainable truth. 
It is no part of her vocation to write upon the 
plastic brain of the little one the unverifiable 
guesses of theology, the dogmas of priests, the 
dream-fantasies of desert mystics. What teacher 
can prove that from God “all blessings flow”? 
Can she show even the shadow of a reason why “all 
creatures here below” should praise him? Does 
she know that there is a “heavenly host” to join 
in any anthem? What single fact regarding the 
“ Father,” the “Son,” or the “Holy Ghost” can 
she put before the pupil? Does she know anything 
about any supermundane personality? What busi- 
ness has she to substitute her beliefs for the dem- 
custrable facts of science? She may believe in a 
triune or a unitarian God; in a “savior,” half spook 
and half woman; in a holy wind; in a split-footed 
and barb-tailed devil, or in any other figment of the 


imagination, and she has a perfect right to tell the 
children at her fireside or in the Sunday-school that 
these are real persons, but when she enters the 
public school room and ranges before her the 
classes composed of the children of people of va-' 
rious religious beliefs and philosophic opinions, she 
is in a new environment and must adapt herself to 
it or cease to teach. There she is an instructor in 
science, not a pleader for Theism nor an attorney 
for Christianity. 

We are informed that if “the teachers would dis- 
cuss this at the meetings this winter and agree to 
do it a mighty step in advance would be taken.” 
Advance toward what? The church-state? The 
Inquisition? And this leads to the question: 
What penalties are to be visited upon the ‘children 
who decline to join in this hymn? Are they to be 
regarded as contumacious and rebellious and pun- 
ished accordingly? This would be a fair presump- 
tion. Such children, then, would be looked upon 
as heretic to the state religion, and for them there 
would be no escape from the latter-day “ educa- 
tional” Inquisition. Freethinking, Jewish, Uni- 
tarian parents, how do you like the prospect? 
What are you going to do? i 

We are regaled with the further information that 
this “mighty step in advance would ally the school 
with the church.” Undoubtedly, as the lamb is al- 
lied with the lion. The school and the church are 
“natural allies”! Indeed! Evidently the editor 
of the School Journal wants to.convert the public 
schools into Theistic parochial schools. Perhaps 
he hopes in this way to remove, at least lessen, the 
distance between the Protestant and Catholic. in- 
structor, as the latter now objects to the common 
schools upon the ground that they are “godless.” 
They are not, but they should be. 


The Change from Saturday to Sunday. 

There is rare fun to be found in the attempts of 
the Sunday worshipers to show that Jesus in some 
way changed the Jewish Sabbath obligations from 
Saturday to Sunday. Here are some nuggets of 
wisdom recently mined by three English clergymen: 

Rev. J. Gretton, secretary of “The Lord’s Day 
Observance Society,” in a desperate attempt to 
explain how the sacred attributes of the original 
Sabbath got transferred to Sunday, says: 

‘There remains but one other question. Oan the 
Lord’s day be the Sabbath day, when the one is the 
seventh and the other the first day of the week? I reply, 
The Sabbath law is the separation of one day in seven unto 
the Lord—one day after six and not the seventh day ab- 
solutely. There came a time when one day in history fell 
out, as not being; for therein the Lord of life lay dead in 
the tomb, and the next day—when he rose again, the 
Prince of life—became at once the seventh and first; and 
this day, thus unique and glorious, was actually the 
Sabbath.” i 

Did you ever? When that “one day in history 
fell out” where did it disappear? In the bottom- 
less pit? 

Rev. Dr. Pope, writing of Jesus and the Saturday- 
Sunday question, contributes this : 

“ He kept the old day always and to the last. He went 
from its most sacred observance in Jericho straight to 
his cross. He left the old Sabbath in his sepulcher, but 
it rose again with him on the third day, now to be the 
first day of the week.” 

The old day was left in the sepulcher and it was 
not left in the sepulcher and when “it” got out “it” 
was no longer “it” but another day! What un- 
dignified pranks for a grave and reverend “ dura- 
tion of time” to play! 

But Bishop Ryle gets away ahead of the ordinary 
parson and the doctor of divinity. Feebly wrestling 
with the same subject he accidentally hits the crazy 
bone of the question and this is the result: 

“Undoubtedly the day was changed. It was made the 
first day of the week in memory of our Lord’s resurrec- 
tion, instead of the seventh. But I believe the apostles 
were divinely inspired to make that change, and at the 
same time wisely directed to make no public decree 
about it.” 


We think that there will be no hesitation on the 
part of Tus Trurs Srzxzr class in this case—it will 
unanimously vote that Bishop Ryle go to the head. 
God is charged with commanding a change which 
was destined to result in wholesale persecution and 
at the same time the instruments of his will were 
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forbidden to make public his edict because, as it 
would seem, it was feared that some of the pre- 
destined victims of his changeableness might pos- 
sibly learn of the substitution of Sunday for Satur- 
day and so escape the snare laid for them. A 
wholly baseless assumption is put forth as an irref- 
ragable truth and then we are coolly informed that 
no one has or ever could hav the slightest chance 
to either prove or. disprove the validity of the as- 
sumption. In other words, men and women are to 
be robbed, imprisoned, and killed because they hav 
not obeyed a law which was never published, a law 
of which no one knew or could know anything. 


Wanted—New Subscribers. 
We solicit the kind attention of our friends to 
the need which exists of increasing the subscrip- 
tion list of Tume Trurs Szuxzr. There are several 
reasons for this, which our readers will readily see. 
First, It will do a world of good, by making more 
Liberals and by interesting those already liberal in 
the work of Freethought. The church is making 
groat encroachments upon our liberties, and the 
people need to know about it, in order to defeat its 
tyranny. And those who read Tae Trura SEEKER 
are a hundred times more interested and activ than 
those who do not. Second, It is a duty we owe to 
our fellow-men to giv them the light of reason we 
hav obtained. Liberalism makes for true civiliza- 
tion, and freedom from fear of an angry God makes 
men happier and better. Every Liberal should do 
all he.can to lift up his neighbors from the darkness 
of superstition to the glorious plain of mental lib- 
erty. And, as Mr. Wakeman says, referring to the 
resolution regarding the Liberal papers passed at 
the late International Congress: “ They are the very 
. life of the cause of intellectual and practical eman- 
cipation of the people. As such they are to be 
built up and sustained by constant care, payment, 
encouragement, and solicitation for subscribers for 
them.” Third, An increase in the list will relieve the 
readers from the occasional “duns” we are com- 
pelled to send out in order to get money with 
which to pay bills. If we can obtain two or three 
thousand new subscribers, the increased revenue 
will make the. business work of the paper easier, 
- and we can continue to improve the paper without 
fear of financial embarrassments. 
To reward those who will do a little for us in 
this matter we hav arranged to take a large num- 
ber of Mr. Putnam’s “Four Hundred Years of 
Freethought,” and to every one who sends us four 
new yearly subscribers at the regular rates of $3 
($12 in all), we shall ‘send a copy of that magnifi- 
cent work free, Those who send the club before 
the book is on the press will be enrolled among the 
original subscribers and patrons in the book. 
And to make it easy to get these four new sub- 
scribers we will offer them as a premium either of 
two spendid works—The “Old Testament Stories 
Comically Illustrated,” or W. S. Bell’s “ Handbook 
of Freethought” in cloth binding. Our readers 
know the value of these books, and that about every 
Liberal in the country would like a copy of one or 
the other. Either one of these, as may be chosen, 
will be given to the new subscribers obtained in 
these clubs of four, and a copy of “Four Hun- 
dred Years of Freethought” to the one who gets 
up the club and sends the money and names. 
We cannot afford to make this premium to single 
subscribers, but to enable old subscribers and single 
new subscribers to obtain these and other desirable 
works at a great reduction, we hav made a list of 
premiums in connection with subscriptions to the 
paper, to be found in the first column of the first 
editorial page of Taz Teura Szexzer. Weare willing 
to do our part toward making the obtaining of good 
Liberal works easy and cheap, and hope our read- 
ers will take advantage of the terms offered, 


Once more we ask that a favorable eye be turned 
in our direction, and a helpful hand extended. As 
the resolutions of the International Congress ex- 
pressed it, Boom the Liberal papers and you boom 
the Liberal cause. | 


Four Good Books for German Freethinkers. 
We can supply, in the German language, the 
following four books which everyone knows to be 
good: 
“The Mistakes of Moses,” by Col. R. G. Ingersoll, 
50 cents. 
“Men, Women, and Gods,” by Helen H. Gar- 
dener, 50 cents. 
`“ The Gods,” by Col. R. G. Ingersoll, 25 cents. 
“Miracles and Miracle-Workers,” by John Peck, 
20 cents. 
These are neatly printed, bound in paper covers, 


and are complete. Our German-reading friends 
should circulate these widely. 


Welcome Home. 


Elsewhere in this paper will be found a letter ad- 
dressed to Mr. C. H. Packard, of the Snohomish 
Eye. It will be gathered from the epistle that the 
Eye has lost an editor; certainly Taz Trura 
Srzxzr has gained a writer of most unusual abilities 
and rare genius. Incidentally, Taz TRUTH Szexer’s 
Editor has also recovered a brother of genial dis- 
position and affectionate n:ture, and, naturally, 
most highly valued. Hereafter, George E. Mac- 
donald, who erstwhile wore one of Mr. Wettstein’s 
badge-pins, will devote his rare talents to aiding 
Tux Trurs Seeger demolish superstition. The old 
readers will, we know, giv him the heartiest of wel- 
comes back to his first love, and to the new readers 
we can extend the assurance that they are going to 
get a good deal more for their subscription money 
than they had reason to expect. The following 
from the pen of Mr. Packard, in the last Hye, may 
serve as an introduction : 


‘George E. Macdonald has resigned the editorship of 
this paper to accept a position in a larger field—in the 
city of New York. The change is voluntary, and it is not 
without regret on the part of myself that his connection 
with this paper is severed. He hasably filled the position, 
and as friends and co-workers our relations hay been the 
most agreeable. i 

“His editorial work has added much to the Eye’s pop- 
ularity during the past eighteen months. That some 
good has been accomplished for the city and county is 
self-evident, and will not even be denied by those who 
may hav differed with this paper’s opinion on some sub- 
jects; the amount of good accomplished is left to the public 
to judge. During their residence here Mr. Macdonald 
and his estimable wife hav gained many warm personal 
‘friends, who will join our readers in regrets to learn of 
their departure. 

“As an all-round newspaper man Mr. Macdonald has 
few equals and no superiors, That he is not so well 
known, prominent, or wealthy as some alleged literary 
giauts who gained fame and fortune in various special 
fields of journalism throughout the United States, is not 
because he is less talented, but because he preferred to 
champion truth and justice, even when to do so was un- 
popular, rather than sacrifice principle for profit in 
championing popular shams, hypocrisies, and frauds. 

“A word artist whose pen work in poetry and prose is 
noted for its brilliant originality and its rare combina- 
tion of pathos, wit, satire, philosophy, humor, and logic, 
he is a dangerous opponent to meet in controversy. He 
is a truth seeker in every sense of the term—liberal, 
generous, open-hearted, and good natured under all cir- 
cumstances, yet unassuming and unobtrusiv. He is a 
man whose acquaintance and friendship is well worth 
cultivating. 

“In conclusion, I will humbly beg ‘ Mac’s’ pardon for 
indulging in these personalities, but on this occasion I 
fee] justified in taking advantage of his absence from the 
proofreader’s desk and violating a long-established rule 
of this journal. There are occasions when it is not neces- 
sary to wait until a man is dead before giving him well- 
merited praise or censure. This is one ofthem. Too 
often the good qualities of men (and women too) are 
never discovered, or, if discovered, are never made 
known until after they are dead, when a good word or a 
kind act can be of no benefit to them. 

*** Mac,’ may you continue to ‘keep in the middle of 
the road,’ even though in your new home it leads you 
under the shadow of the gold-bug hive in Wall street; 
and may good luck and prosperity (which naturally fol- 
low) ever attend you and yours. ©. H. Paoxarp.” 

We condole with Mr. Packard, as we know what 
the people of his town hav lost, but we congratu- 
late the readers of Toe Trurs Seeker. With us, 


George Macdonald’s work will be wider, broader, 


hav religion and those who hav it not. 


deeper, better, more generally known, and, we hope, 
better appreciated and rewarded. The people he 
has left with regret and remembers with affection 
will find that he is helping them more effectivly 
than ever, for the basis of all reforms is as well the 
greatest of all reforms—Freethcught. 
Snohomishans read Tue Trurn Seexer and their 
lamentations will turn. to rejoicing! 


Let the 


Agents Wanted. 
We believe that not only can good be done but 


money made by any Liberal who will canvass for 
our book “ Old Testament Stories Comically Illus- 
trated.” 
it but a few hours weekly and sold nearly fifty 
copies in a month. The price is low; everybody 
knows the Old Testament stories, and nearly every- 
body would like a book applying nineteenth-cent- 
ury wit and knowledge to them. People like to 
laugh. Reverence for the Old Testament tales has 
largely disappeared and jokes at the expense of 
Jonah and Joseph and Esau and Samson and David, 
and the other worthies of unsavory reputation, are 
keenly appreciated. It seems to us that the book 
will sell at sight. 
Liberals out of employment will find this a good 


In fact we know one man who worked at 


It does here in the store. 


way to make an honest dollar. 
Terms to agents sent upon application. 


We hav received too late for this number of the 
paper an interesting correspondence between 
Hypatia Bradlaugh Bonner, Rev. Allen Rees, and 
Sir Isaac Holden regarding the story that Charles 
Bradlaugh recanted his Atheism on the approach 
of death. Look for it next week. 


‘We do not wish to precipitate another panic or 
‘‘object-lesson” upon the country, but it is per- 
fectly true that there are a number of our sub- 
scribers whose time has expired who hav not paid 
us. .And it is perfectly true also that there are 
some people down-town to whom we owe money 
whom we hav not paid. But it will be perfecily 
easy to even this thing up if those subscribers will 
stop at the post-office and buy a money order for 
$3 and mailit here. If they meet a neighbor on 
their way who doesn’t take the paper but wants it, 
make the money order $5 and it goes for a year to 
both. But please remember that the down-town 
fellows here are hard up. 


There is one independent editor in Hutchinson, 
Kansas. The Christian Endeavorers held a con- 
vention there recently and the editor of the News 
said: “For weeks past the city has been besieged 
by committees making a house-to-house canvas, in- 
sisting and almost coercing people into taking care of 
the delegates to the Young People’s Society of Chris- 
tian Endeavor meeting. s Weinsist and hav 
always insisted that if religion is a good thing, then 
like all other good things, those who enjoy its bene- 
fits should pay for it. It is universally conceded 
by all denominations that no one is capable of 
enjoying religion except those who are in possession 
of it. It is also conceded by all religionists that 
the world is divided into two classes, those who . 
Tt is also 
claimed by all orthodox churches that those who 
hav this religion are extremely fortunate. They 
not only ‘hav these things added to them’ in this 
life, but they also hav a never-ending eternity of 
bliss in store for them. Those who hav it not are 
regarded as ‘of all men most miserable.’ Their 
iniquities are not only ‘visited on them to the third 
and fourth generation’ here, but when this unevent- 
ful life closes they hav only the promis of a good 
fire for the rest of eternity. With the odds all in 
the favor of the ona, and against the other, these 
fortunate ones are eternally insisting that the un- 
fortunate ones should do their mite to contribute 
to their comfort. We hav no objections to those 
who from pleasure, or from sense of duty, con- 
tribute; but we do object to having the people 
burdened with the annoyance of keeping several 
thousands of people at their own expense, because 
they are too stingy to pay their hotel bills. This 
thing, which we call religious mendicancy, has done 
more to bring the churches into disrepute than all 
things else,” 
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@Gommunications. 


Mr. Westbrook and Sunday Opening of the 
World’s Fair. 


I think the officers of the American Secular Union 
were perfectly justified in not reading the speech 
of Mr. Westbrook, since it squarely opposed the 
principles of the Union. Did not Westbrook once 
upon & time call down Charlesworth for the reason 
that he was going beyond the Nine Demands, 
though not against them? Where is the intoler- 
ance, then, of not reading a speech that is opposed 
to these Demands upon which the Union is 
founded ? 

The Union and Federation are opposed, and all 
true Liberals must be opposed, to any kind of Sab- 
bath or Sunday laws. We want no laws on the 
subject whatsoever, any more than we want laws to 
regulate our sleeping, or our eating, or our drink- 
ing. Thisis not Anarchy, as Mr. Westbrook charges. 
It is simply the democracy of Paine and Jefferson, 
of the Declaration of Independence and the Con- 
stitution of the United States. Itis simply the 
rights of man. Can’t Dr. Westbrook see that if 
the government has aright to enforce a Secular 
Sunday, it has the same right to enforce a relig- 
ious Sunday? It then becomes not a question of 
principle, but of the wish of the majority. Does 
‘Westbrook mean to maintain that the minority has 
no rights which the majority is bound to respect? 
I wish Dr. Westbrook would discuss principles and 
not wants. No matter what the majority of the 
people want; the question is what hav they a right 
to enforce by law? 

I affirm that as a matter of fact the opening of 
the World’s Fair was in accordance with the wishes 
of a large majority of the people of the United 
States, and there is plenty of testimony on this 
point, given by A. T. Jones in the American Senti- 
nel and our own Freethought journals, and in the 
public press generally. Asa matter of fact there 
were two million signatures in favor of opening to 
less than five hundred thousand against it. 

But to get at the gist of the argument, I will 
grant that two-thirds of Congress, of the National 
Commission, of the Local Directory, and of the ex- 
hibitors, home and foreign, wanted the Fair closed 
on Sunday. I will giv Westbrook all the majority 
he desires, and then ask, Would this majority of two 
to one hav any right to close the gates of the 
World’s Fair on Sunday? I answer simply, No, 
and I challenge Dr. Westbrook to meet me on that 
point, the question of the right of the matter and 
not merely the wishes of the people. 

I met this question fairly and squarely before the 
Congresional committee, and showed that govern- 
ment had no more right to enforce a holiday than a 
holyday. I am willing to throw out the whole ques 
tion of religion—although, practically, it cannot be 
thrown out—but let the issue be, not the enforce- 
ment of a religious day, but of a holiday. 

I absolutely deny that government has any right 
to enforce a holiday. It has no right to command 
people not to work—in other words, to enforce 
idleness—for in order to enforce a holiday, the 
government must enforce idleness. It must say to 
all the people on this day, “You shall not work; 
if you work, we shall arrest you; if you work 
we shall fine you; we shall put you in prison 
and in the chain gang, and send you into 
exile.” That is the logic of the whole matter, and 
there could be no more damnable tyranny in the 
universe than a law that shall say to the people, 
on fifty-two days of the year “You shall not earn 
your bread, you shall not labor for your families, 
you shall sit in idleness. Though the corn grows, 
you shall not hoe it; though the grass waves, you 
shall not cut it; though the comet sweeps, you 
shall not sef sail with m-rchandise; you can take 
rum and tobacco and go ona jamboree, but you 
shall not work; you are compelled by law to enjoy 
yourselves, but if you labor, then you commit a 
crime.” All business and traffic must be stopped. 
Only excursion trains can run on Sundays. There 
may be picnics and church fairs and kissing bees, 
prayer meetings (no, I forgot, prayer meetings are 
generally such hard work that I guess they'd have 

- to be forbidden); there may be all sorts of pleasure 
parties but no toil, no matter how much man needs 
work, he must not do it. The state hangs over him 
with a whip-lash, and says, “ Now if you don’t quit 
work and go to play TIl lick you.” That is the 
position of Westbook, and it is more infernally non- 
sensical than the position of the church itself; a 
position that grants everything that the church de- 
sires, a position that would make human society 
rotten to the core, a position as dark and terrible 

in its consequences as the logic of the inquisition, 
a position that necessarily violates the conscience, 


the rights, the freedom of everyone in the land who 


voluntarily keeps Saturday as a day of rest, com- 
pelling him to keep involuntarily another day at an 
expense of hundreds of dollars a year. 

Will Dr. Westbrook meet this question fairly? 
Put the religious aspect entirely aside, ignore 
utterly the existence of the church, take it. as a 
matter of purely secular legislation, and I will 
show that Dr. Westbrook is a tyrant, and that his 
so-called “secular Sunday,” enforced by law, is at 
heart as cruel, unjust, and destructiv of all right as 
the “religious Sabbath.”. They hav different 
names and different aspects, but at heart they are 
the same despotism. To say that the wishes of a 
majority are to be the source of all law is all that 
the church has ever claimed of secular authority, 
for no church has ever been in favor of religious 
legislation when in the minority. But grant this 
principle—that the majority can do as it wishes 
with no regard to the rights of the minority—and 
the foundation of every claim of the church is es- 
tablished. But even if there were no church to 
take advantage of this principle, what an atrocious 
assumption it is, anyway; and in this particular 
matter of Sunday legislation, what an exasperating 
infringement of human rights. The idea of'a gov- 
ernment saying to the people, “ You shall not work 
—you shall be idle. Play, if you will, but if you 
do any labor you shall be fined, imprisoned, and 
harnessed with the vilest criminals—the murderer, 
the thief. the robber, the ravisher—for by our 
‘secular Sunday laws’ you are equally criminal 
with them and deserving of punishment.” That is 
the logic of Westbrook. Where is the difference 
between it and all the outrageous persecutions of 
the past? Samvzr P. PUTNAM. 


In the Metropolis. 


Mr. C. H. Pacgaro, Editor of the Hye, Sno- 
homish, Washington. Dear Clayt: Since I re- 
duced the intellectual 400 of your city to 399 by 
coming back to the States, I hav traveled about as 
far as aman can without leaving the country or 
doubling on his trail. It is difficult to judge dis- 
tances by looking on a map, for I hav seen blue 
prints of Two Percent Hysom’s addition to Muk- 
ilteo that were larger than the map of the United 
States which I brought in my pocket. You begin 
to get a notion about the extensivness of the world 
when you hav sat in a railroad car and kerplunk- 
kerplunked in one direction for six days at a high 
rate of speed. 

Our journey from Puget sound to Long Island 
sound, as I might designate it, was performed in a 
tourist sleeper, upholstered in dark leather and pre- 
sided over by a saddle-colored porter. The passen- 
gers were six adults and five babies. There was a 
German woman coming east, like the wife of John 
Rogers following that martyr to the stake, “ with 
two small children and one at the breast.” There 
was a young and newly married couple on their 
wedding tour, both very tender. I watched with 
much interest their endeavors to act as if they were 
used to it; but when I saw them slide slowly 
from the ends of their cushion toward the middle, 
gaze at each other with watery eyes, and then sort 
of melt into each cther’s grip, I slipped off my seat 
to the bottom of the car, and knew no more. The 
other tourists were a man from Iowa, accompanied 
by his wife and baby. He had been inspecting the 
Columbia river and sound countries with a view to 
settling there, but could not find a dry spot to light 
on, and so came back. I christened him Jake at 
once, though I found out afterwards that such is 
not his name. Jake imagined, I think, that there 
were desperadoes, Indians and other wild game to 
be shot in the northwest, for he went heeled. With 
a rifle on his shoulder, and asix shooter snd a large 
knife for side-arms, he looked hard to curry, as Mr. 
Stinson would say. He spoke defiantly, and handled 
his weapons with lightness and freedom. He super- 
intended the whole car and made the saddle-colored 
porter’s life a fardel to him. The porter got mad 
and bucked, and Jake didn’t know whether it was 
best to lick him or blow out his brains with a gun. 
After counting his cartridges and spending some 
time in meditation, he allowed his heart to be soft- 
ened, let the darky liv, and reported him to Super- 
intendent Rice at St. Paul. Although of a truculent 
disposition, Jake had yet a streak of humor in him, 
and liked to hold his baby up to the young married 
couple and tell them how good a thing it was to be 
a parent. The couple were going to Europe, and 
Jake went so far as to offer a bet that when they 
returned they would be carrying a live bundle; to 
which he added much valuable advice about the 
care of children. The bride maintained that she 
should always be the baby herself, which her hus- 
band corroborated, whereupon both melted, and 
Jake yum-yummed in a high key and collapsed. 


Jake helped much to relieve the tediousness of the 
trip. . . . ? 
When our fellow-townsman, Judge Griffith, came 
East, he wrote to the Hye about the excellence of 
the meals furnished in the dining-cars of the 
Northern Pacific, but said, as you remember, that 
the mirrors placed opposite the passenger who was 
eating reflected his countenance with unnecessary 
distinctness. I can imagin that when the judge 
saw those long red whiskers of his in the glass, they 
appeared altogether disproportioned to the amount 
of hair on the intellectual head between them. Al- 
though my own sideboards are too brief to be 
oscillated by the wind, I thought it best not to sub- 
ject myself to the embarrassment to which the judge 
alluded, and therefore brought along the large bas- 
ket of comestibles whieh the neighbors so kindly 
provided us with, and out of which we lunchedin a 
sticky and adhesiv manner all the way from Sno- 
homish to St. Paul. The pullets that Andy Hagarty 
sent us got to tasting a good deal like the cake con- 
tributed by Mrs. Knapp, and Mrs. Cairns’s buns 
borrowed an oniony flavor from the dressing with 
which Mrs. Martin stuffed her chicken; but when 
I thought of the six-bits demanded by the caterer 
in the buffet car, and of my whiskers reflected with 
unnecessary distinctness by the mirrors, I washed 
everything down with a drink of alkali water and 
smoked my pipe with a contented mind. 

By the way, if anybody wants to see a country as 
godforsaken as the desert of Sahara, and twice as 
cold, he should journey on the Northern Pacific 
from Washington to Minnesota. The land east of 
the Cascades, where the bunch-grass grows, looks 
as unwholesome as a mangy dog, but it is a para- 
dise compared with parts of Idaho, Montana, and 
Dakota. On the soil of these places, as my fellow- 
passenger, Jake, truly observed, you couldn’t raise 
a disturbance. The sun rises and sets on a prairie, 
rolling or flat, where a bird would starve. Your 
last glance out of the car window as the orb of day 
drops like a red-hot plummet in the black abyss of 
night falls upon a dreary waste; and in the morn- 
ing you see a prospect so similar that you do not 
appear to hav moved, though the train has run all 
night. Occasionally, in the neighborhood of a 
spring or stream, appear houses and other signs of 
attempts at habitation; also coyotes, cayuses, and 
cattle, all of which resemble one another and the 
land in general appearance. It is government 
domain and free as water, but, unlike some natural 
bodies of water, it is not worthadam. Speaking 
of water, I may say that we crossed the Missouri 
where it is not much wider than Pillchuck creek, 
and bridged that portion of the Mississippi which 
does not suggest the Father of Waters. Further 
down the line, I understand, the confluence of the 
two form a stream rather larger than the Snohom- 
ish river where it passes Martin’s boat-house. 

The day before I left your city I interviewed 
Major Smythe, whom I found lying upon a bed of 
pain. Thatwas Tucsday. On Monday I had taken 
a fond farewell of the major as he left Snohomish to 
resume his labors as editor, business manager, and 
compositor of the Whoop in Haller, when he said 
that he did not expect that he should ever see me 
again; but, by some strange fatality which is 
always hitting newspaper men who keep sober, 
Major Smythe broke his leg before he got to the 
office and was brought back to Snohomish. When 
I saw him he was resigned and said he couldn't 
kick. I asked him about that paragraph going the 
rounds of the press to the effect that in response to 
an inquiry regarding his circulation, he had replied 
that the Whoop went all over the five continents 
and that he had hard work to keep it from going to 
hell. He said the paragraph was true, that the cir- 
culation of the Whoop was as stated, and that the 
limitation alluded to was now likely to be removed. 
The major is a remarkable man, of a cheerful tem- 
perament, and not easily depressed. 

I note in the Hye your report of the proceedings 
at Burton’s hall, where, as the late General Grant 
would say, I received a reception on the eve of my 
departure. I pass over your description of my 
oratory on that occasion as “classic and awe- 
inspiring,” but I want to say to the clergymen who 
wished me godspeed and success in my present 
labors that they are at liberty to withdraw their 
remarks. They probably did not know what I in- 
tended to labor at. I am breathing these thoughts 
in the office of Tux Teura Szzxer; I am domiciled 
with the Editor and am pleased to find that his 
shirts and collars fit me. Yours until reunited on 
a free silver basis. Gro. E. Maovonarp. 

- New York, 17th inst., ‘98. 


Readers will aid the cause by forwarding us 
names of their friends who might be interested in 
sample copies of Taz TRUTH SEEKER. 
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A Farewell Reception . 
GIVEN TO GEO. E. MACDONALD BY THE SONS OF VETE- 
RANS AND FRIENDS. 
From the Snohomish Eye. 

The farewell reception given to Capt. Geo. E. 
Macdonald and wife at Burton’s hall Monday evening 
by the Sons of Veterans and their friends, to the 
number of over one hundred, was an occasion which 
will bring back pleasant memories to the parting 
guests and to many of those who attended. 

An entertaining program containing vocal and in- 
strumental music, recitations, and impromptu 
speeches, was rendered. 

Rev. W. C. Merritt, who enjoys the rare distinction 
of being both a veteran and the son of a veteran, 
after giving reminiscences of the war exhibit at 
Chicago, paid Mr. Macdonald a neat tribute for the 
activ part he has taken in the camp. 

Judge Whitney made a few general remarks per- 
tinent to the occasion. 

The presentation address was made by Hon. C. 
T. Roscoe, who said: 


LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, COMRADES AND FRIENDS: We 
hav met this evening to say ‘‘ farewell” to an honored 
citizen of this community and his amiable wife. They 
hav resided in this city barely two years, but they hav 
won the hearts of those with whom they hav met, both in 
a social and an educational way. It is as a fearless advo- 
cate of principles with which he is profoundly imbued 
that George E. Macdonald has perpetually impressed the 
minds of the people of this city and county. Some be- 
lieve in his reasoning, while others gainsay its conform- 
ity with truth; but all admire him for his learning and 
originality. Itis said of him by his associates that as an 
all-round newspaper man he has few equals and no su- 
perior. However that may be, it is as an editorial writer 
that Macdonald has won his greatest laurels in this com- 
munitv. When the search-lizht of his pen was turned 
toward public officials, or when he called attention in his 
peculiar, witty, satirical style to popular errors, the 
whole public was aroused. Snohomish can iil afford to 
part with such a man, for, while we hava large number 
of bright and energetic citizens, yet the great majority, 
not only here but in the West generally, are entirely oc- 
cupied with their own selfish purposes, and pay too little 
attention to their less fortunate brothers and sisters. 

As captain and presiding officer of this camp of Sons 
of Veterans, for the year now drawing to a close, he has 
endeared himself to every member; they not only hav 
found him a bold and dashing leader, but he has been a 
genial and courteous champion. Even upon first taking 
command of the camp, he besieged the hearts of the 
boys. and one by one they have unconditionally surren- 
dered. He has ever reminded them that the objects of 
their meetings was to aid the members of the Grand 
Army of the Republic and their families, to perpetuate 
the memory of their historic dead, to inculcate patriotism 
and love of country, not only among our own member- 
ship but among all the people of the land, and to spread 
and sustain the doctrin of equal rights, universal liberty 
and justice to all. 

Captain Macdonald’s father fought for those principles 
with a musket, but he fights for them with a pen. In 
reading Macdonald’s poetical works, I find these beauti- 
ful lines: 

‘ The monarch who sways by the sword of war 
Hath glory and praise of men; 

Be it ours to sing of the mental king, 
Who conquers the earth with his pen. 

And the breezes of freedom shall waft the song 
Of the triumph of voet and seer, 

Through the aisles of the future, and bear along 
Every anthem we give to them here.” 


T hold in my hand the sword which Captain Macdonald 
has carried as the leader of this camp, and as I hav some- 
thing to say which directly concerns him, I wish he 
would come forward. 

Captain Macdonald, First Lieutenant Paddon has 
handed me this sword which he claims you surrendered 
to him at our last muster, by reason of your approaching 
departure for the east. I find engraved on the guard 
these words: ‘‘Camp 18, to Capt. Geo. E. Macdonald, 
93.” The camp, through its council, has unanimously 
instructed me to present you with it, and to say to you 
that with this present go the best wishes of each member 
for yourself and for your family in your future home. 
Although, henceforth, we are to be divided by the broad 
continent, yet even this cannot part the ties of friend- 
ship which hay continually grown firmer between us 
rince our coming together. In the language of Lord 
Byron, I say to you, ‘‘ Farewell!—a word that must be 
and hath been! A sound which makes us linger—yet, 
Farewell!” 

The response was characteristic of “Mac,” and 
was frequently interrupted by laughter. He is not 
a polished orator, and will probably never be as 
successful in wielding his tongue as he has been in 
wielding his pen. He has that classic, awe- 
inspiring style of delivery and gesture which is so. 
noticeable in a bashful school boy. With a pre- 
liminary blush and a stammer he said: 

CAPTAIN Roscor, BROTHERS, COMRADES, FRIENDS, LA- 
DIES AND GENTLEMEN: I never was the subject of a recep- 
tion and presentation before; but I hav been to funerals, 
and the solemnities of this occasion remind me of a 
funeral. A few days ago I read in the Zye quite a flatter- 
ing obituary notice of myself, It was written by my 
friend Mr. Packard, and spoke so highly of the deceased 
that I expected to find at the end of it these lines: 

Green be the turf above thee, 
Friend of my better days; 

None knew thee but to love thee, 
None named thee but to praise. 

And then to-night, when I heard the first note of the 
organ, I should not hav been surprised if the choir had 
arisen and sung: 


How blest the righteous when he dies, 
How sinks the weary soul to rest; 

How calmly beam the closing eyes. 
How gently heaves the expiring breast. 


I see, though, this difference: At a well-conducted 
funeral the corpse is not expected to respond. On this 
occasion, I might as well be stricken with the dumbness 
of death if I could not express my appreciation of the 
kindness shown me and the honor bestowed by this 
gathering. I might tell you that this presentation was 
wholly unexpected, but such language could be uttered 
only with the intent to deceive. Though I am something 
of a liar. there is a limit to my weakness. There are mo- 
ments when one might as well tell the truth. The boys 
told me they would giv me this sword, and in accepting 
the token I would express the hope that I may never be 
called upon to giv it warmth and color by sheathing it in 
the stomach of an adversary. Also that no enemy of 
mine or my country’s will ever deem it necessary to take 
the chill and glitter off a similar weapon by inserting it 
between the ribs of the undersigned. I shall keep this 
sword as a memento and souvenir. Tran never look at it 
without remembering the boys with whom T hav been as- 
sociated for the past two years in this camp. When 
I see it I shall recall the members of the Grand Army of 
the Republic who hav honored us with their presence. 
It will bring to my mind some of the most prized asso- 
ciations. I shall see the friends who still walk these busy 
streets; others who hav gone east of the mountains, and 
still others who hav passed beyond the purple twilight of 
those hills that separate us from the place where the in- 
numerable dwell. On week days I sball think of the 
people here as I hav known them at their ordinary 
avocations, in stores and offices. On Sundays I shall re- 
member the ball players, putting up great games and hu- 
miliating the pride of Seattle. On the Fourth of July I 
shall see the great flag floating from the top of the liberty 
pole on Second street; I shall see it floating and hear it 
flap in the breeze, and along with that sound shall hear 
the objurgations of a clergyman who thought Sunday too 
good a day for the raising of the American flag. But 
with charity for all and malice toward none, these recol- 
lections will be pleasant to me, and this evening’s recep- 
tion and presentation will remain among the happiest 
memories of my life. 


Rev. D. LeSourd expressed a hearty appreciation 
of the camp’s efforts to keep alive the spirit of 
patriotism which is too oft forgotten in to-day’s 
mad rush for wealth and political power. So long 
a8 we do not forget our obligations as citizens, and 
so long as there is respect for the old flag, the 
country is safe. 

Professor Sinclair briefly reviewed the services 
which Mr. Macdonald had rendered the city and 
country with his pen, and viewed the departure of 
himself and wife as a loss to the community. 

Mr. Gorham, of the Zribune, said he was not the 
son of a veteran, but it was not his fault. The 
audience held its breath in suspense until he ex- 
plained that his father was an invalid at the time of 
the war. It had been said that the sword was 
mightier than the pen, but judging from his short 
acquaintance, he thought the pen in Macdonald’s 
hand was a more effectiv weapon than the hand- 
some emblem of war which had been presented him 
that evening. 

A military lunch of hard tack, coffee and beans 
followed, after which some of the younger folks be- 
came tangled for a short time in the giddy mazes 
of the waltz and a few new round dances. 

Mr. Macdonald and family started this morning 
on their journey across the continent. A number 
of their personal friends were at the train to bid 
them farewell. 


—»— 


Fitth Annual Convention of the Oregon State 
Secular Union. 


In the face of the hardest times ever seen on this 
coast the Oregon State Secular Union has had one 
of the most successful conventions ever held in the 
state. Our firmest friends believed it would be 
best to postpone the annual convention until 
better times ; but there was work to be done, and 
the few pushed bravely forward. 

The existence of the First Secular church of 
Portland was the most encouraging feature of the 
undertaking, for we at least could feel sure of its 
assistance. 

To the many appeals for money, but few re- 
sponded. Friends up the Willamette valley said it 
was simply impossible to raise money, and finally 
the ladies of the First Secular Church decided that 
they would undertake to assist in defraying the ex- 
penses by serving meals twice a day during the con- 
vention. This idea received the hearty cooperation 
of country members, and chickens, eggs; butter, ap- 
ples, potatoes, cabbage, etc., were donated by Mr. 
and Mrs. B. Friedrich, Mr. and Mrs. Spulak, Mr. 
and Mrs. David Wittenburgh, and Mr. Hal. Bog- 
gess, all of New Era. The veteran Freethinker and 
genial entertainer, Col. J. H. Blanchard, of New 
Era, took charge of the donations, and expressed 
the same to Portland, where the ladies of the Sec- 
ular Church added their donation of cake, pies and 
all the good things which ingenuity could make, or 
which the market contained. Mrs. S. V. Lewelling, 
of Milwaukee, a vice-president of the First Church, 
has establis} ed a reputation as a “sandwich maker” 
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second to none in the country. Everybody wanted 
to know who made those sandwiches, and no doubt 
similar ones will grace the table at every Infidel 
banquet in the state. 

The fine coffee and tea were donations from the 
well-known importers, Clossett & Devers; Malar- 
key Bros. gave the mammoth salmon, which was 
prepared by the chef of the finest restaurant in 
Portland, “The Model,” of which Theo. Kruse is 
the proprietor. Sugar, spices, vinegar, etc., were 
donated by Messrs. Steinfurth and Saunders. two 
of Portland’s staunchest Liberals and owners of 
large grocery stores; the proprietors of the Chi- 
cago Meat Market gave us as fine a roast as was 
ever handed over a butcher’s counter; Captain Sny- 
der, of the California Meat Market, made and gave 
the delicious bolognas; the crackers and cookies 
came from Burns’s, the large retail grocer on Sec- 
ond street; the handsome young proprietor of a 
grocery store on Third and Yamhill donated all the 
condensed milk; the celery and parsley came from 
a successful poulty merchant on Second street; 
the potted plants, which added so much beauty to 
the tables and platform, were generously loaned by 
Phunder’s floral establishment; the flags, Chinese 
lanterns, and festoons came from Ed. Alisky, presi- 


-dent of the First Secular church; the twenty 


foot flag, that was gracefully draped over the 
speaker’s platform, was one under which the Cen- 
tennial procession had marched in Philadelphia in 
1876, and was loaned by Mr. and Mrs. Kemp, of 
East Portland ; a large banner, containing the words 
« Universal Mental Liberty,” was the artistic work of 
G. H. Simpson, of the Simpson Sign Company. 
The hall was magnificently decorated with ever, 
greens, flowers, and autumn leaves, the work of 
members of the First Secular church. A happier, 
more intelligent, or enthusiastic crowd of men 
women, and young folks never met than those who 
worked so willingly for the success of this Conven- 
tion. 

Space forbids mentioning the names of all, but I 
want to put on record at least a few of them: 
Messrs. Chas. Hagner, H. E. Girard, Prof. C. A. 
Bauer, D. C. Hatch, and J. J. Tracy, while chief 
among the ladies who prepared and served the meals 
were Mesdames Chas. Hagner, Conrad Kehm, M. 
A Squire, W. E. Jones, Emma Lee, J. J. Tracy, 
Misses Nettie Kenyon and Nettie Olds. Over two 
hundred meals were served, nearly half of which 
were paid for. 

Liberals who had attended almost every state 
convention and who hardly felt acquainted, became 
as “ brothers and sisters,” while enjoying the deli- 
cacies at each of these Secular banquets. The after- 
dinner speeches were among the finest things of the 
convention. 

Friends like Mr. and Mrs. F. D. Mount of Silver- 
ton, at each meal paid double the price charged, so 
pleased were they with the entertainment. 

The convention was called to order Friday, Oct. 
20, at 10 a.m., by President W. W. Jesse, of Port- 
land, then took a recess until 2:30 p.m. On reassem- 
bling, President Jesse delivered a short address of 
welcome and explained the objects of the Oregon 
State Secular Union. 

A committee on Credentials was appointed as 
follows: Judge T. B. Handley, of Tillamook; E. 
A. Hansee, of Sellwood, and Judge D. W. Smith, of 
Oregon City. After ten minutes intermission the 
committee reported the following persons entitled 
to seats in the convention: 

J. G. Abbott, Grant’s Pass; O. C. Lee, Chas. 
Hagner, Mrs. Chas. Hagner, Mrs. Amanda Jesse, 
W. W. Jesse, Ed. Aliskey, Mattie Blaisdell, Mrs. 
Emma Lee, all of Portland; J. K. Sears, McCoy; 
W. J. Dean, Talent; B. F. Linn, S. C. Linn, D. W. 
Smith, and Katie Kehm Smith, Oregon City; J. 
McNaughton, William H. Schroeder, J. Henry 
Schroeder, Arago; Caroline Wittenburg and David 
Wittenburg, New Era; E. Stewart, Dayville; D. C. 
Stewart, Forest Grove; B. F. Hyland, Corvallis ; 
Wm. Bar ow, Barlow; Dr. and Mrs. M. Pefferle, 
Baker City; Benj. Forstner, Louise Forstner, Mar- 
tha S. Coulter, Lottie Drinnon, Salem. The com- 
mittee recommended that all Liberals present be in- 
vited to take part in the discussions of the sessions. 
The report of the committe was adopted. Reports 
of officers being next in order, the president’s re- 
port was read, as follows: 


LADIES AND GENTLEMEN OF THE Convention: As many 
of you know, the old Oregon State Secular Union was 
incorporated Jan. 18, 1893, at the last conveution, which 
was held in Salem. The by-laws then adopted placed the 
affairs of the Union in the keeping of the executiv come 
mittee, which is composed of the president, four vice- 
presidents, secretary, and treasurer. This committee 
was required to meet every three months, viz.: March, 
June, September, December. 

At the March sesrion, which was held at Barlow, only 
the secretary and Vice-President D. W. Smith and my- 
self were present. Only matters in general pertaining to 
the union were discussed, because of Jack of attendanc- 
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and doubt as to the power of three to act. In June the 
committee met at Castle Kehm, when the secretary, Vice- 
Presidents B. F. Hyland and D, W. Smith and. myself 
were present. This being a majority of the whole com- 
mittee, the rule was established that in all future meetings 
of the executive committee, three should constitute a 
quorum, with power to transact all business. 

The importance of securing àa camp-ground was men- 
tioned and discussed, and the committee went in a body 
to personally look over Rock Island, situated in the Wil- 
lamette river, about three miles south of Oregon City, 
which had been suggested by reason of its accessibility 
by rail and steamboat transportation as a suitable place 
for that purpose. 

Since that session of the committee, Mr. and Mrs. 
David Wittenburg, of New Era, made a proposition to 
the committee to donate five acres at New Era for a sec- 
ular camp-ground, on the condition that the land should 
be used only asa secular park, or for college purposes, 
but never be sold. The committee still has the latter 
proposition under consideration. 

Also the advisability of securing other lands formerly 
used as a public park, and adjoining the Wittenburg 
land, now opened by the O. and C. Railroad Company. 
I deem the matter of securing a Secular camp-ground or 
park of great importance, and hope the coming year the 
Union will hav title to land for that purpose, somewhere 
where we may meet and possibly erect a secular college. 


Our secretary, Katie Kehm Smith, having reported | 


the organization of the First Secular Church of Portland 
as an auxiliary to this Union, a charter was ordered 
issued to that society. A Sunday-school having also been 
organized in connection with said church, it was found 
necessary by the committee to prescribe and adopt some 
system of books for use in Secular science schools. After 
correspondence and procuring samples of all books pub- 
lished by several leading Liberal publishers, the com- 
mittee found only the following books which it deemed 
suitable to adopt, namely: Paul Bert’s ‘‘ First Steps in 
Scientific Knowledge” and L. K. Washburn’s ‘‘Cosmic 
Hymn Book,” and they were adopted. 

The character of instructions proper for young chil- 
dren in Secular Sunday schools was fully discussed and 
the secretary was instructed to prepare a set of fifty-two 
lessons in leaflet form and submit them to the committee 
as soon as it could be done, and she will make a report to 
this convention of the progress made. 

The committee has prepared forms and had printed a 
supply of letter pads, envelopes, membership blanks, and 
by-laws. 

The secretary was authorized to procure a seal for the 
society, which is now in the hands of the engraver. For 
list of members at the present time and the financial con- 
dition of the Union, I refer you to the reports of the sec- 
retary and the treasurer. 

While our membership is not large, nor our treasury 
overflowing, I feel satisfied that the Union has made sub- 
stantial progress, and that it will continue to do so. 
desire to urge upon you especially the importance of 
sustaining the First Secular Church of Portland and its 
Secular Sunday school. Let us help all we cau to place 
and keep this society on a permanent footing, and it in 
turn will help to sustain the state organization and be a 
guide and encouragement to the formation of other simi- 
lar auxiliaries. 

This society has been in existence now for nearly a 
year, and it seems to be established on such lines that 
with age it increases in numbers, influence and popu- 
larity. If the plan it has adopted will solve the problem 
of making auxiliary unions liv and flourish, it will hav 
accomplished a step in the direction of the permanent or- 
ganization of Freethinkers, which for years has been 
discussed but never before attained. 

Respectfully submitted, W. W. JESSE, 

President Oregon State Secular Union. 


SECRETARY’S REPORT. 


To THE MEMBERS OF THE OREGON STATE SEOULAR 
Union: Before presenting to you report of actual work 
done by secretary I deem it advisable, in fact necessary, 
in order that you may understand the obstacles which 
hav been met, to recall to your minds the fact that when 
the present officers assumed control the Oregon State 
Secular Union was almost without funds, and with only a 
very few—about six—activ members. The convention 
held at Salem, January 11th, 12th and 18th, having incor- 
porated the Union, thus giving it a legal existence, was 
the star of hope held out to those who undertook the then 
almost hopeless task of resuscitating the Oregon State 
Secular Union. 

The writing of letters urging renewed interest in the 
cause, and showing at length the necessity for the same, 
began soon after the convention. Of the scores of let- 
ters written by your secretary—two hundred and eight 
from January 14th to October 17th—only a few answers 
were received, and of these the majority, while express- 
ing sympathy for the cause, yet the writers failed to 
identify themselvs with the Union. ‘‘Times are too 
hard;” ‘‘It is no use, as long as we are such a hopeless 
minority;” ‘‘I hav given money time and again, and see 
no returns;” ‘‘ Why should I stand in the breach, when 
Liberals do nothing?” ‘‘There is too much money 
spent for long speeches instead of work.” These are 
some of the reasons given why our friends hav failed 
to respond to appeals for aid. No funds, no friends. 
Rather discouraging outlook, but it certainly aroused a 
desire to show that the members of the old Union were 
mistaken; that we are not a ‘‘hopeless minority,” and 
that persistent effort on the part of the few would surely 
win the approval and assistance of the many when they 
realized that work was being done. 

The secretary commenced field work by the organiza- 
tion of the First Secular Church of Portland on Paine’s 
birthday, January 29th. By delivering a lecture each 
Sunday a most successful organization has been built up, 
with an activ membership of about a hundred, while tho 
average attendance at each lecture is from one hundred 
and fifty to two hundred. In connection with this se- 
ciety there has been organized a Secular Sunday-schvol 
and Progressiv Bible class. The work of maintaining 
this society and Secular Sunday-school has been very 
great, but in my opiniou the plan pursued by our Port- 
land friends is the most feasible one to build up & Suc- 
cessful and permanent organization. . 

During the month of September no meetings were 


held in Portland, in order to giy me an opportunity to 
fill engagements at other points. i TI 

Everywhere I lectured I found our friends enthusiastic, 
put owing to the financial depression, unable to join the 

nion. 

Through the generosity of D. C. Hatch, an activ 
member of the First Secular Church, we hav been en- 
abled to distribute three thousand printed copies of my 
lecture, entitled, ‘‘Preachers, Prayers and Chinamen.’ 

Hundreds of copies of Liberal and reform papers hav 
been sent out, and at my own expense copies of West- 
brook’s ‘‘A Few Plain Words on Church Taxation,” ‘and 
pamphlets on Sunday legislation. Through the courtesy 
of the Freethought Federation of America a large num- 
ber of World’s Fair leaflets hav been distributed. Since 
January 13, 1898, there hav been two meetings of the 
executiv committee, of which I hav kept the minutes 
as required by by-laws. . $ 

Our valued friends, Mr. and Mrs. David Wittenburg, 
of New Era, are ready to donate five acres of land to the 
Union for a secular park, college or camp-ground, and an 
additional acre for a secular cemetery. : 

Among the enjoyable affairs given by Auxiliary No. 1, 
the First Secular Church of Portland, was a steamboat 
excursion to Castle Kehm-on-the- Willamette, when up- 
wards of one hundred and fifty Liberals spent Sunday, 
June 4, fishing, dancing, playing games and wandering 
over the rocks and hills, It was a gala day for Free- 
thought. 

While we hav received scores of letters and hav been 
told by hundreds that they would like to identify them- 
selvs with the Union, yet in the face of hard times they 
could not do so. There are now thirty-one members of 
the Oregon State Secular Union (incorporated). Eleven 
more hav paid dues; but, having failed to sign the mem- 
bership blank, as required by law, cannot be counted 
members. 

I want to say in conclusion that within the past month 
more encouragement has been received than ever before; 
our friends are becoming interested; with better times, 
financially, our membership will number hundreds, where 
now we hav tens. 

We hav sincerely and earnestly tried to get our friends 
interested, and though the task has been a difficult one, 
we believe that, having heard this report, you will see 
that our efforts hav not been without some measure of 
success, and that you will aid my successor to the best of 
your ability. 

Respectfally submitted, Kame Kenm SMITA, 

Secretary Oregon State Secular Union. 
TREASURER’S REPORT. 
Amount in treasury from ali sources as per 
ee in Trura Serxes, Feb. 11, 


By cash on order bO SeCretary........-..esceseeeeeereees 

April 27th, cash to Forest Grove Times for print- 
ing 1,000 by-laws........ 12 
do 1,500 letter-heads.. 


do 500 envelopes............ ee 

do 500 membership blank: 
Express on stationery..............sceccsssesseececceeeseseeees 70 
July ist, cash to TrutH SEEKER, per order execu- 

tiv COMMIELCE............:c0eeeeeee AN E 5 15 
July ist, to cash on hand to balance................006 7 90 


$44 25 
D. O. STEWART, 
Treasurer Oregon State Secular Union. 


FINANCIAL CONDITION OF OREGON STATE SECULAR UNION. 

Received from H. E. iee, $1; Dr. M. Pefferle, $1; Wm. 
Barlow, $2; B. F. Hyland, $3; D. and C. Wittenburg, 
$2; J. H. and W. H. Schroeder, $2; J. McNanghton, $3; 
B. F. Linn, $1; Reuben Wright, balance as ex-treasurer: 
W. J. Dean. $2; Chas. Hagner, 50 cents; J. G. Ab- 
bott, $1; a friend, $1; Mrs. S. Miller, $1; Mrs. W. W. 
West, $5; John Price, $5, Mrs. H West. $1; John Dia- 
mond, $5; J. P. Geer, $2; R. V. Short, $1; H. Bennett, 
$1; Nettie Olds, 50 cents. 

Collections during convention, $13.85; dance tickets 
and meals, $28.60; Mrs. H. Bennett. 25 cents; J. and A. 
Long, $2; B. F. Hyland, $2. Total, $88.45. In hands 
of treasurer per his report, $7.90. Total, $96.35. : 


Expenses of Convention.................0s0008 $ 


Secretary’s bill of expenses allowed...... 9 20 
Allowed secretary for services since or- 
ganization, January, 1893............... 50 0 


Deficit to balance.......0..cssccscsseseceeeseeens $12 50 


$108 85 $108 85 

After reading of officers’ reports, Ed. Alisky, 
President First Secular Church, gave an interesting 
address, following which Robert Scott, of Wood- 
burn, the sturdy and wealthy old Scotchman, who, 
with his wife, has done so much for the cause of 
Freethought, gave his “religious experience,” which 
provoked a great deal of merriment and applause. 

At Friday evening’s session, the convention was 
addressed by O. A. Phelps, of Pueblo, Col., his sub- 
ject being “Secular Philosophy.” 

Saturday morning and afternoon were devoted 
to business sessions, when ways and means were 
devised for future work in this state. The plan of 
the First Secular Church was commented on and 
recommended as a sure plan for permanent success; 
the.plan of dividing the state into circuits, and put- 
ting a lecturer in charge of each circuit, was fully 
discussed, and the executiv committee instructed to 
complete this work ; the secretary outlined her plan 
of leaflets for Secular Sunday schools, which was 
enthusiastically received and adopted by the 
convention ; the necessity of a state camp-ground 
was discussed, and steps taken to secure one; 
D. W. Smith offered the following amendment 
to the By-laws, which was adopted unanimously: 
“ Resolved, That Article III. of the By-laws of the 
Oregon State Secular Union be and the same is 
amended to read as follows: 


ARTICLE ITI.—MEMBERSHIP, 

Sro. 1. Any person in sympathy with the objects of this 
society may, ‘without fees or dues, become a member 
thereof by subcribing to its objects on one of the mem- 
bership applications of the society, which will be fur- 
nished for that purpose on request, and filing the same 
with the secretary, provided thatthe duly accredited dele- 
gates of any auxiliary Union shall be entitled to seats, 
voice, and vote in all state conventions to which they may 
hav been chosen; provided further, that all persons who 
hav heretofore signed and filed a membership application 
shall be deemed members. 

Seo. 2. For the convenience and information of mem- 
bers, membership applications shali hav printed 
thereon, Section 1 of this Article, and also a subscription 
blank to be filled by those able and willing to pay for the 
support of the society. 

Sro. 3. All clauses, sections, articles, or parts thereof, 
of the by-laws which conflict with this article, as herein 
amended, are hereby repealed.” 


Other plans were offered which will be fully con- 
sidered by the executiv committee at its regular 
quarterly meetings. a 

The following officers were elected and will take 
their seats next January: President, W. W. Jesse, 
Portland; first vice-president, J. Henry Schroeder, 
Arago; second vice-president, B. F. Hyland, Cor- 
vallis; third vice-president, D. W. Smith, Oregon 
City; fourth vice-president, Nettie Olds, McMinn- 
ville; secretary, Katie Kehm Smith, Oregon City ; 
treasurer, D. C. Stewart, Forest Grove. 

Saturday night was made memorable by a fine 
musical and literary entertainment and a grand 
ball. Those who participated in the program were 
Nettie Olds, Mrs. A. H. Wensley, Mollie Squire, 
Mrs. Chrisman, Mr. Glen. Mrs. Chrisman, who 
sang the convention song, “A Thonsand Years, My 
Own Columbia,” is acknowledged to be one of the 
finest singers on this coast. Her voice is rich, 
sweet, and of rare volume, and the large audience 
assembled Saturday night would not be satisfied 
until she responded to a second encore. The grand 


“march was led by Judge D. W. Smith and Miss 


Nettie Olds, and it was difficult to decide whether 
they or the second couple, President W. W. Jesse 
and Miss Mattie Blaisdell, were the finest appear- 
ing. The annual ball of the Oregon State Secular 
Union will not soon be forgotten. At the close of 
the literary program a letter filled with valuable 
suggestions from John R. Charlesworth was read. 
SUNDAY MORNING. 
Executiv committee held a business meeting. 
SUNDAY AFTERNOON. 

Exercises were opened with a song by the choir, 
after which the secretary read a note from the Rev. 
Mr. Brown, of the Portland Methodist Episcopal 
church, expressing regret that he could not be 
at the Convention. He was to deliver an address 
on “The Co-equality of Sex and Property.” Mrs. 
Anna E. Barker then addressed the meeting, her 
subject being, “ My Views on the Liberal Question.” 
Short speeches were made by Mr. Read, president 
of the Portland Theosophical Society; O. A. Phelps, 
Pueblo, Col.; B. F. Hyland, Corvallis, and Mary A. 
Squire and J. J. Tracy, of Portland. 

SUNDAY EVENING. 

Miss Olds and Mrs Wensley again delighted the 
audience with musical selections. Rev. Dr. J. 
Bloch, the well-known Jewish rabbi of Portland, 
delivered an address on “Our Agreements and Dis- 
agreements.” Katie Kehm Smith closed the Con- 
vention with an address on “The Necessity for 
Aggressivness on the Part of Liberals.” 

The Convention adjourned to meet at the call of 
the executiv committee. Kar Kream Sura, 

Secretary Oregon State Secular Union. 


— 


The Newark Liberal League. 


Several years ago, after I first left the Christian 
pulpit, I used to go over to Newark and lecture be- 
fore the Liberal society there, and found many 
warm friends. Picnics, sociables, etc., used to vary 
the path of intellectual debate. All sorts of opin- 
ions fraternized in this League and the sparks of 
thought were quite numerous, and I guess there 
wag no creed but what had its defender on this 
platform. So, after many years’ wandering in the 
great West, it was a pleasure to again come to this 


old battlefield, shake hands with friends, while find- ` 


ing that many hav gone and new ones hav taken 
their place; but the old colors are still flying from 
the same fort. I gave my lecture on “Evolution 
and Creation,” and it was curious to note how dif- 
ferently the currents of thought flowed in the dis- 
cussions at Newark from those in the discussions at 
Brooklyn. There was more of a theological element 
at Newark. One critic wanted to know who made 
nature—was not there a God back of it? Who are 
we, where did we come from, and where are we 
going? I replied that we came from the monkey 
and the protoplasm. There is no doubt about that; 
it is simply a matter of fact, and we need not 
trouble ourselvs about the question. As to where 
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we are going, no man knoweth unto this day. No 
priest, or church, or Bible has ever answered that 
question. We only know that we are, and that the 
best thing for us to do is to be happy here and now 
and help make others happy. 

Another critic wanted to know, if there was so 
much time in the past, why the world was not 
already perfect by the process of evolution, and 
couldn’t a god be evolved? I answered that no 
matter how much time there was in the past, so 
far as we are concerned it is limited time, and there- 
fore there was not enough of it from our stand- 
point to evolve perfection; and as to god-making, 
the time was certainly past for that; and although, 
as Ingerso'l wisely and wittily says, “An honest 
God’s the noblest work of man,” still, after all, it is 
better to make an honest anda happy man than a 
god, for a god is a useless appendage anyway, see- 
ing that he must be made out of nothing. 

Another critic remarked that there was no con- 
science in the breast of man. It was in the brain, 
to which remark I fully assented. He said a Chris- 
tian’s conscience was generally india-rubber, and 
was capable of a great deal of stretching, which ex- 
perience undoubtedly proves if one has ever done 
any trading, especially horse trading, with a Chris- 
tian. Conscience is what the smart Sunday-school 
boy defined it to be, “That which makes one feel 
bad when he is found out.” 

Another critic wanted to know if the monkey was 
still evolving. I told him I didn’t know but what 
he was. There is no telling what might happen. 

President Bird ‘closed a variable and interesting 
discussion with an object-lesson as to the differen- 
tiation of sex, which was easily explained by evolu- 
tion; but could not be explained on the theory of 
creation unless we take the ground that God did a 
very foolish thing. Why the mammal glands in 
man? Evolution answers: It is a survival of the 
primitiv no-sex form of life. But for God to thus 
create man would be an absurdity. 

I was glad to find the Newark League in such a 
flourishing condition. A large audience was pres- 
ent. Every seat in the hall was occupied. Presi- 
dent Bird was elected two years ago, and since then 
there has been a manifest improvement. The hall 
has been refurnished; music is one of the attrac- 
tions, and the purposes of Freethought are kept 
constantly in view ; and so the League is a working 
and progressiv force. It stands for something. 
President Bird was formerly in the Congregational 
church, and was side by side with Pentecost in his 
battle for truth and liberty, and never retreated, 
and he still keeps at the front. I was also pleased 
to meet with friend Avery, who reads Tue TRUTH 
Suxxer every week, and has followed in its pages 
the Secular Pilgrim in his crossings and recrossings 
of the continent. The Booth family I also meet, 
and others who are stalwarts in the cause whatever 

may be the fortune of war. 
` I spent a delightful evening at the home of Mr. 
Bird, where Mrs. Bird, who is as Liberal and radi- 
cal as her husband, givs cordial welcome; and 
there were books and music and conversation to in- 
spire. Mr. Bird livs in a world of flowers, and he 
understands well the growth and evolution of these 
beautiful children of earth that giv such grace and 
comfort to man himself. Mr. Bird is a florist, and 
it was quite delightful to wander through his ex- 
tensiv hot-houses and gaze upon these shining 
ranks, the green masses decked with all colors of 
the rainbow; and right here do we see, as Mr. 
Bird pointed out, the most brilliant evidences of 
evolution and its most remarkable facts. It is a 
matter to be noted that Mr. Bird, although a noted 
Infidel, was invited to giv a lecture before the High 
School, on trees and plants, their growth, varia- 
tions, etc., and this lecture was given strictly in ac- 
cordance with the principles of evolution, and was 
received with hearty congratulations by those who 
could understand its truth—although the ultra or- 
thodox were rather taken aback at the idea of such 
a lecture being given by an Atheist. But the large 
majority of intelligent people approved; and this 
is a sign of progress, and such lectures do a great 
deal toward the advancement of thought. By sim- 
ple science, by study of plants and flowers, ortho- 
doxy receives an indirect blow from which it seldom 
recovers, especially in the mind of youth. 

I shall lecture at Brooklyn again next Sunday, 
and at Newark December 3d, and so on Sundays I 
hope to be kept busy, while on week-days I write 


on my “Four Hundred Years of Freethought.” I 


only hope that my readers will enjoy the perusal of 
the book, as I do the writing. I am continually 
receiving letters from all over the country render- 
ing me generous support. I don’t know as I could 
do this work without such reminders of friendly in- 
terest, for really, as I traverse this vast period, it at 
times seems as if I were climbing a mountain hight, 
and not easily can I reach the broad expanse that 


opens upon Freethought; but always there is the 
excitement of the chase, and the reward of seeing 
something new in the difficult ways. 

Samven P. Purnam. 


Friends Brayton and Reed. 


I was a little afraid that my reply to these friends 
might stir up a hornet’s nest. And now I am afraid 
the humane society will be after me because so 
many hav been stung. 

I am satisfied that if one wants to inherit eternal 
life he had better not try to get out of the old ruts. 
Damnation seems to await every one who seeks bet- 
ter conditions. 

Fire in each eye and paper in each hand, 
They rave and tear and madden round the land. 

Garrison was dragged through the streets of Bos- 
ton for teaching the equality of man. Kneeland, 
Bennett, and the editor of Zucifer served unpleas- 
ant terms in prison, because they tried to lift the 
people out of the quagmire of ignorance and place 
them on the broad turnpike of reason. 

The old barbarous notions of money hav to do 
with the welfare of the people, and gods, ghosts, 
musty forms, and old chestnuts must be scattered 


to the four winds, when they undermine the in- 
terests of the great, plain, common people to which 
{I belong. I shall work in their interest as long as 
strength is given me, without fear or favor from 
Some day these matters will be taken to 


anyone. 
a higher court, and I can patiently await the 
decision. 


When a wheezing, whining Christian spends half 
his time talking about Sunday rest and drives his 
hired help all through the week like beasts of 
burden, the best way is to tear the scalp off the 
hypoerit without ceremony. But friends Brayton 
and Reed are no doubt honest, and therefore 
deserve consideration. At the same time I would 
not try to convince them any more than I would 
try to convince the Indian that his dog will not 
accompany him to the happy hunting-ground. It 
is all folly to attempt to demonstrate propositions 
in geometry to an untutored mind, and all minds 


are untutored in regard to something. 


All things considered, it is not astonishing that 
He taught the 
rotundity and revolution of the earth and the 
central position of the sun. For fourteen hundred 
years the people had been taught that the earth 
was a central and fixed body around which the sun, 
planets, and stars revolved. How could they con- 
ceive the idea that the earth, with its solid struct- 
ures, lakes, rivers, and oceans, was revolving on an 


the Inquisition condemned Galileo. 


axis? 
Friend Reed tells me to read Herbert Spencer. 


So the Inquisitors told Galileo to study the Ptolem- 
aic system. The mind of a Christian can never be 
-| reached as long as he believes in God-written books. 
Neither can the mind of a man be reached as long 
as he believes that money is like the law of gravita- 
tion—something fixed and natural—not an invention 


and a creation of law, as it really is. 


Mr. Reed asks: “How much will you giv fora 
He will never be able to 
see how silly this question is until he learns the dif- 
A note is al- 
ways a promis to pay, whether given by a govern- 
ment, a bank, or an individual, and expected in 


Confederate $5 note?” 


ference between money and notes. 


some way to be redeemed or cancelled. These 
promises are always far in excess of the redeemer, 
and somebody is drawing interest on these cheap 
promises. The Southern Confederacy never issued 
a dollar of money—it issued promises to pay, and 
had nothing to pay with. If the colonial govern- 
ment had issued paper money instead of “ promises 
to pay,” it would hav been far better for the gov- 
ernment and the holders of the notes. Mr. Reed 
intimates that I would hav the man who builds a 
house divide the profits with the workmen. I do 
not ask the robber to stand and deliver his plunder. 
I only ask that the wealth-producer may be allowed 
to keep his own. 

There is a vast machine in operation to-day which 
the people do not understand. Could friend Reed 
look into this machine and see how one belt runs 
to Washington, another to each of the state legis- 
latures, and another to the courts, and how other 
belts are running the presses of all the great pa- 
pers; and could he understand how the wealth pro- 
ducers of the country are constantly pouring their 
fortunes into this great hopper while the discharge 
spout empties into the coffers of Wall street, his 
innate love of justice would make him tear the hair 
from his head. 

But recently Chauncey M. Depew said that fifty 
men by their money had the power to stop all the 
wheels of business from rolling—they could stop 
every car and strike every electric key dumb. The 
entire country is revolving on a pivot in Wall 


street; and what is still worse, John Swinton said 
there was not an independent press in America, save 
in the country towns. 
the great papers were jumping-jacks. - Rich men 
behind the screens pull the strings and they dance. 
And all of this hellward tendency is brought about 
by the manipulation of money. But I cannot 


He said the editors of all 


expect to bring the people up to a knowledge of 
what constitutes money, and the function it is 
designed to perform, through the columns of THE 
Trore Serxer—it would take too much space. 

I hav been much interested in many articles 
which hav appeared in Tue TRUTH Seexer on tariff 
and finance and other kindred subjects from time 
to time, but hav never attempted a reply until the 
appearance of the articles of Brayton and Reed, and 
hav much regretted that. It seems to me that I 
committed the unpardonable sin which cannot be 
forgiven in this world, neither in the world to 
come. 

Oh, wad some power the giftie gie us 
To see ourselvs as others see us. 


Naples, N. Y. Joun Prox. 


Thanksgiving, 1893. 

O Lord, let the millions of hungry beggars and 
tramps in this bountiful land giv thanks that the 
dogs havnot eaten all the crumbs that fall from the 
rich man’s table. Let them also giv thanks that in 
this Christian country there is yet room out of 
doors to sleep. 

The thugs and criminals in our jails and peniten- 
tiaries return thanks that there is not an Infidel 
among them; and also,as in Stillwater, Minn., that 
they are confined to Bible stories and religious 
tracts for reading. 

The murderers and cut-throats giv thanks to the 
clergy who hav made the gallows the gate to 
glory. 

We return thanks, O Lord, for the railway acci 
dents during the last three months of the World’s 
Fair, by which was shown God’s righteous wrath 
at reckless people trying to attend an open Sunday 
fair. 

We return sincere thanks that the Sunday-rest 
fanatics show no signs of letting up in their evil 
church-and-state designs on American freedom. 

Let us be thankful that the nation is in no dan- 
ger of sudden destruction, all its many sins having 
been prayed for, and that its salvation is, for the 
present, assured. 

And we thank thee, O Lord, for making this a 
Christian nation, which we hope now will become 
more and more like Christianity’s founder—poor 
and forsaken, with nowhere to lay its head. 

And thine shall be the glory, for another Chris- 
tian year, in sickness and distress. AMEN. 

auae 


Lectures and Meetings. 

Tar Newark Liberal League, 177 Halsey street, corner 
Market. Sunday afternoon at 8 o’clock, T. B. Wakeman, 
of New York, will lecture. Subject: ‘‘ What We Owe 
to Christianity, and What We Don’t.” 


Dvurine the month of December, Franklin Steiner will 
lecture in Correctionville, Pierson, Atlantic, Walnut, 
Carlisle, and other places in Iowa. 


Tur Manhattan Liberal Club meets every Friday even- 
ing, at eight o’clock, in German Masonic Hall, No. 220 
East Fifteenth street, New York: 

November 24th —Prof. A. L. Rawson, ‘*The Dualism of 
Consciousness.” 


John R. Charlesworth is now in the East. The fol- 
lowing appointments areon his list, and friends along the 
route desiring lectures should address him at once: 


Nov. 26 Philadelphia, Pa. | Dec. 14,15,16, Waterloo, Ind 
Dec. 3 Alliance, oO. ‘© 17 Chicago, Ill. 


Tu Brooklyn Philosophical Association holds meetings 
every Sunday afternoon at 3 o’clock in Long Island Busi- 
ness College, South Eighth street, between Bedford and 
Driggs avenues. Program of Lectures for November: 
November 26th.—Mr. S. P. Putnam, ‘‘ Rights of Man.” 


Tae Women’s LIBERAL League, of Philadelphia, will 
meet on and after October 17th in the Skerrett Building, 
northeast corner of Ridge avenue and Green street, Tues- 
day evenings at 8 o’clock. Lectures for this month: 
November 28th.—Mrs. C. B. Kilgore, ‘‘The Congress of 

Religions.” 

Tar Ohio Liberal Society meets in College Hall, 168 
Walnut street, Cincinnati, Sunday evenings at 7:45, 
prompt. Admission is free. Program to December: 


November 26th.—Mrs. A. L. Fealy, of Dayton, O., 
‘*Truth and Fallacy of Christian Science.” 


Tre Pittsburg Secular Society meets in Curry Univer- 
sity Hall, Sixth street, near Penn avenue, every Sunday 


afternoon at 3 o’clock. 
fa ee ee 


When Christ could not get what he wanted by 
praying he would curse. The example was bad, but 


ithe result was the same. 
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betters of Rriends. 


A Subscriber from the Beginning. 

Vitra Park, Nov. 7, 1898. 
Mr. Eprror: I send $5 for which please 
send THe TRUTH SEEKER one year to 
myself and one year to Leonard Parker, 
Anaheim. Cal. I cannot do withont the 
grand old paper. I hav taken it ever 
since it started; it is worth more to me 
than all the old superstitious Bibles in the 

world. for it deals in facts. 
Respectfully, Jorn B. PARKER. 


Would Grasp the Hand of Heston. 

Exmwoop, Micu., Nov. 7, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: You will find inclosed $3, 
for which you will please continue THE 
Troru SEEKER for another year, as I can 
not get along without it, and especially 
Heston’s daring blows at the gods. Tell 
him I would like to see him and shake his 
hand. May the powers that control him 
continue to support him in his noble work. 

Daner M. Surrs. 


Truth Seeker, Panic or No Panic. 

Saanoone, Cox., Nov. 5, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: I hav neglected to remit 
on account of scarcity of funds, but in 
order not to hav you precipitate another 
panic or object lesson upon the country at 
this time I inclose postal note for $2, 
which will extend my subscription and 
also enable you to relieve those fellows 
down-town, who are hard up. Tue 
TRUTH SEEKER, however, we must hav in 

the family, panic or no panic. 
a Yours truly, W. H. MONTGOMERY. 


Truth Seeker Is an Alert Champion. 
LuccoocH, ARIZ., Oct. 31, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: Herewith I send a money 
order for $5 to pay my subscription two 
years in advance to the grand old Truts 
SEFKER. 

Your paper is the best I hav ever read. 
Tt always is ready to champion the cause 
of Freethought, and is on the alert to 
guard against the insidious encroachments 
of ecclesiasticism. i . 

Long may it liv and continue to exert 
its wholesome influence, until the intel- 
lectual emancipation of all mankind is ac- 
complished, and all the gods hav abdi- 
cated. Pavt 8. TooKER. 


Best Paper He Has Ever Rea’. 

DEERFIELD, JA, Nov. 1, 1893. 
Mr. Eviror: While I don’t know that I 
need to care but little about those down- 
town fellows you refer to in the last 
TRUTH SEFKER 28 being hard up, I don’t 
like to be owing for one of the best papers 
I hav ever had the pleasure of reading. I 
wish the circulation of the paper could be 
extended until its influence would be felt 
in every home in this republic. Inclosed 
find draft for $5 for which please renew 
my subscription and send the TRUTH 

SEEKER to party named in my order. 
Respectfully yours, Gzorcr Brown. 


The New Ideas Hurt Them. 
Canrriz, IA., Oct. 25, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: I hav neglected to renew 
my subscription. In this letter I will 
send you $3 for a year’s subscription. We 
had Mr. Remsburg here in Cantril some 
time ago. He gave us one lecture, and 
he vaised the wind among my Christien 
friends. The day after he went away they 
yelled awfully. It does hurt my Chris- 
tian friend terribly to tell him of some- 
thing in his Bible that he has not seen. 
Three miles south of Cantril a meeting 
has been carried on by the Methodists for 
two veeks, and Do converts yet. People 
hav gone to reading more for themselvs 
and using their liberty more in thinking 
and judging for themselvs, and so they let 
those sky pilots move the clouds as they 
please. Yours truly, Apex Frx. 


Jesus is Losing Lambs. 
Puoenrx, A. T., Oct. 29, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed fi: d $3 for the 
‘¢Wreethinker’s Text Book” and ‘Old 
Testament Stories Comically Illustrated.” 
As we are living among Christians who 
cannot read, we must have some pictures 
to show them what they believe. They 
are mostly Mexican Catholics, and the 


most ignorant outfit I have ever met, but 


in the,last fifteen years I have been among 


Fair. 
blighting hand of superstition upon all 
nationalities. 
decided exhibition of it in covering the 
displays. 
York closed its eyes and compelled others 
to do the same as far as the times would 
admit. ` 


America. 


them I have caused Jesus to lose many a 
lamb from his flock. There are a number 
of Liberals here who would like to start 
an association, and. would be obliged for 
any advice you can give us on this subject. 
As we have no place to go Sundays except 
fo church or saloonsI think if we can 
organize, and hav regular meetings, we 
will hav many members and get a num- 
ber of subscribers for your paper and pur- 
chasers for your books. Hoping to hear 
from you soon, I remain, 
Yours truly, Frank WAGNER. 


The Church’s Miserable Work at Chi- 
cago. 
Freponia, N. Y., Nov. 1, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find $1 to con- 


tinue my subscription to Tae Trora 


SEEKER. It has not reached its limit, be- 
cause it is constantly rising, rising, in 


saving knowledge. 


I hav just returned from the World’s 
Wherever I turned I could see the 


On Sunday there was a 


Even our own state of New 


Now is a good time for all Freethinkers 


to show to the people the blighting curse 
of Christianity on all progress. 
that has been spoken and written good 
people would not believe one-half because 
it was so reprlsiv to all common sense. 
Now it has united and exerted all its 
powers to close on Sunday the World’s 
Fair, one of the best opportunities of all 
ages to see in object lessons the manners 
and customs of all nations. 
fore the people until a hearing is had, as 


In all 


Keep it be- 


never before. Pury SMITE. 


Long Live the Federation. 
Forr TRUMBULL, Nuw Lonpon, Conn., } 
Nov. 11, 1893. ) 


Mr. Eprror: As you see by the head- 


ine of tbis letter, I have again changed my 
station, and although „New London is a 
nice town I regret having left Portland, 
for there were quite a number of Liberals 
in Portland, some of whom I have enrolled 
among my best friends. 
a champion of Freethought, ove who never 
lets a chance slip of giving orthodoxy arap 
over the knuckles. 
we hav a few Freethinkers, but most of 
them areof the week-kneed kind for fearof 
the overwhelming numbers of the enemy. 
New London is a pretty nice old town, but 
spoiled by the too numerous church spires, 
dotted about like ghosts of bad deeds. I 
see that Mr. Charlesworth is going to 
Boston soon to lecture, and I wish he could 
stop at New London for one night or 
more. 
as any other place could. 


H. R. Norton is 


Herein New London 


We could make him as miserable 


I have just finished reading Helen H. 


Gardener's ‘‘ Men, Women and Gods,” 
which is in itself enough to make any sane 
person hate the Bible, if not all who up 
hold it. 
Susan Wixon’s lecture, which is grand. I 
will take a copy of ‘‘ Four Hundred Years 
of Freethought” as soon as it is pablished, 
and hope it will be published svon. 


I have also read the first part of 


Long live the Freethought Federation of 
Samvrt B. Prior, 


Is *‘ Honest Error” a Crime? 
EsgRIDGE, Kans., Oct. 18, 1893. 

Mr. Epiror: For many years I have 
made the various religions of the world a 
careful study. I examined the Bible to 
the best of my ability. I always regarded 
it as a deep and serious question, and 
what the result of that investigation might 
be I did not know. ‘I think honesty is the 
noblest principle of man. I made up my 
mind to try to be honest, and I hav never 
regretted it. I consider the Bible (like 
other books) simply a record of the 
thoughts and motives, and desires and 
hopes and doings of mankind. So many 
contradictions, so many statements that 
are inconsistent with the nature of things, 
and many passages too strange tò be true. 
The first lecture I ever delivered was at 
Clinton, Kansas. Subject: ‘‘Is the Bible 
Inspired?” I will never forget it; there 
was an old Presbyterian minister present 
who took issue with me and got his fingers 
ina hot pie. He often laughed about it 
afterwards; by nature he was a good man, 


too good to bein the Presbyterian Church. 
Still, he did not preach Calvinism in full 
bloom. I often discussed the question 
with him, as he was my nearest neighbor, 
and was a sincere friend. He would ad- 
mit that he could notanswer my argument, 
and I sometimes think that he entertained 
many doubts as to the infallibility of the 
Bible and the truth of Calvinism. After 
all, I said: ‘‘There can be no crime in 
honest error.” Many Christians still insist 
that the crime of crimes is to deny that 
there is any power independent of or 
superior to nature. Let us be honest: 
Suppose a certain man had a little boy in 
some other state who had never seen his 
father, and no one could make the little 
fellow believe that his father existed, what 
would we think of that man if he should 
fly into a rage and say, ‘‘Just wait till I 
get my hands on that little Atheist and 
there will be weeping and wailing and 
gnashing of teeth”? That is the Chris- 
tian’s view of infinit kindness. A friend 
came to me the other day and handed mea 
paper, saying, ‘‘Mr. Williams, here is a 
chance for you to get $100.” The paper 
contained a sermon by the Rev. T. De 
Witt Talmage, in which he had offered 
$100 as a gift ta any Infidel who had read 
the Bible through twice. He then pro- 
ceeded to render it impossible for any one 
to obtain the money by saying that he 
would not take an Infidel’s word for it; 
that he would not believe an Infidel about 
anvthing. This is not the first time that 
Mr. Talmage has made a public declara- 
tion that he had no confidence in any one 
who might differ from him. Why did he 
make the ofter? Can he show us the de- 
sign in that offer? Mr. Talmage, in say- 
ing that he has no confidence in any one 
who might difter from him, may cause 
many people to have no confidence in Mr. 
Talmage. He may be willing to accept as 
true the testimony of any man who claims 
to be a Christian ; if so, the recipients of 
his confidence can frequently be found in 
the penitentiary and the asylum. We 
often find honest people who differ from 
us on the subject of religion. Mr. Tal- 
mage does not seem to love his enemies. 
C. V. WTLAMS. 


Work Proposed For the Federation. 

Sr. Lours, Mo., April 24, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: I desireto say a few words 
in regard to Freethought propaganda. 
The Freethought Federation of America 
is a splendid organization, and can be 
utilized in various ways for the spread of 
enlightenment. Now my idea is just this: 
We are not activ enough, or we do not 
use our activity in the right direction. 
Would it not be well to use some of the 
weapons of the church and disseminate 
our doctrins in their way? If the Federa- 
tion wil!, it can send out lecturers all over 
this country—that is, if Liberals will only 
keep un contributionsas well as church peo- 
ple do. Let these lecturers be authorized 
agents for the establishment of secular 
churches and Sunday schools. If this is 
done, I hav an idea that in the course of a 
few years Christian God shops and Sunday 
schools will be rather slim'y attended. I 
merely submit this idea for the considera- 
tion of the Liberals of the country in 
general and the Freethought Federation 
in particular, and hope that some step in 
that direction may be taken soon. I wish 
you would hand in my name to the Fed- 
eration for membership. ‘Times are pretty 
hard with me now, but will try to save 
enough from the wreck to chip in as soon 
as possible. Wishing you stccess, I sub- 

scribe myself, J. F. Cranoy- 
{Liberal lecturers—those connected with 
the Liberal League and the Secular Union 
of past years and with the present Free- 
thought Federation, and those working 
independently—hav always labored to 
build up local societies. They hav rec- 
ognized the vital necessity of such so. 
cieties or ‘‘churches,” and can be de- 
pended upon to do their part in this work. 
With the necessary local assistance much 
can be accomplished in this direction; 
without it, nothing. At present we lack 
the appropriate books, etc., for use in 
Snnday schools. The supply will come 
when a sufficiently urgent demand is heard. 
The most imperativ present needs, how- 
ever, are local and state organizations to 
combat the church in the city councils, the 


not for bombast and spreadeagleism, for: 
discursiv and diftusiv talk about every- 
thing in general and. nothing in particu- 
lar, but for deliberate, well-planned, pur- 

poseful action, which includes, of course, 

the wide distribution of coherent, pointed, 

fact-laden arguments against church and 

state union, for religious and civil lib- 

erty. Especially important is organization 

against Sunday observance enforcement. 

‘Sunday Defense Associations” should 

be formed without delay.—Ep. T. S.] 


Saving Souls and Sinching Shekels. 


Binenameron, N. Y., Oct. 18, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: An evangelist by the name 
of Mills, who, for sixteen days and nights, 
has been holding forth in Binghampton to 
an average audience of 4,000 people, mostly 
women and children, members of the 
churches and Sunday schools, has taken 
his way to Scranton, Pa., there to preach 
the original and interesting doctrine of 
eternal salvation through Christ and the 
Bible, and eternal and awful damnation to 
those who will not, because they cannot, 
believe in the doctrine. 

For many weeks previous to the advent 
of this evangelist, nearly, if not all, the 
Protestant churches of the city, as part of 
the machine for grinding up sinners, had 
been steadily at work advertising his com- 
ing, and soliciting aid and attendance. A 
huge shed was erected on Water street, 
filled with seats and called a tabernacle. 
Great expectations filled the hearts of the 
pietists, and great were the prophetic 
boasts of the preachers in the various 
churches of the immense increase of church 
membership that was to follow this big 
bl w-out of the evangelist. To the super- 
ficial observer, what followed in the course 
of the sixteen day’s reign of the revivalist . 
in Binghampton, the doom of Infidelity 
seemed sealed. The culminating point 
seemed to be reached when, on Tuesday, 
October 17, nearly every business house 
was closed. Even the saloons displayed the 
big printed card distributed by the machine, 
announcing that’ another new Sabbath 
had heen created. The opera houses 
were closed, and the street railway com- 
pany stopped its cars during services that 
the employes might also get religion. The 
street car company has had a big business 
on account of the so-called revival. It 
could well afford to stop its cars on the 
newly-created Sabbath. 

Statistics to show how many new souls 
have been gobbled up by the machine may 
possibly be furnished by the leaders and 
representatives thereof in a near future. 
Tf so, these statistics will have to be ac- 
cepted, without question, on the score of 
their divinity. 

A word or two of personal mention con- 
cerning Mills and his ¢taff, consisting of an 
assistant Evangelist named Gillum and a 
singer named Hillis, may not be out of 
place. Mills speaks very plainly, and has 
the natural gifts of oratory, coupled with 
a fair, though not large amount of per- 
sonal magnetism. During the three times 
I heard him I was naturally a little inter- 
ested in the beginning of some of the anec- 
dotes he related, and about as disgusted in 
their ending as most people are who read 
a story and find at the close that it refers 
to some patent medicine which can be ob- 
tained of any druggist at a dollar a bottle. 
I didn’t hear him try to describe an ortho- 
dox hell, but there was ever and ever a 
final appeal to fear and a reference to an 
awful eternity that awaited all those who 
failed to get converted, own up to a belief 
in the indescribable absurdities of the 
Christian doctrine and flop into the inno- 
cent looking tentaclee of the church octo- 
pus. This idea seemed to be the soul and 
body of every peroration, and a great 
many girls and boys, and occasionally a 
man with a sloping forehead and weak phy- 
siognomy, stood up. You cannot blame 
them for it—they really believed that if 
they didn’t do this they wuld have to 
suffer in an awful eternity. ‘‘Self pre- 
servation is the first law of nature.” Much 
force was added by a solo by Hillis, who, 
in a very strong voice of a baritone ten- 
dency, sabg a song, the burden of whore 
subject was ‘‘ Eternity.” I would have 
liked his singing better if he had struck 
his tones squarely. He seems to have to 
slide up or down to his next note to get it. 


courts, and state legislatures. The call is i Of Gillum I cannot speak from personal 
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experience. He is a kind of a ‘{second 
fiddle.” Ihav been told, however, tha 
he relies more upon excitement than Mills. 
It has been reported that Mills wss once a 
gambler, and Gillum at one time president 
of an Infidel club. In the eyes of our 
good Christian people Gillum’s offense was 
greater. They are hunkidora now, and 
when Hillis gets to heaven we shall hear 
from him, sure. J. B. SwETT. 


Talmage Says the Earth iş God’s “ Aw- 
ful Example.” 


Mr. Eprror: Some months ago I sug- 
gested through Tas Trora SEEKER that 
t Sabbatarians” take advantage of the oc- 
casion and ask our pious Congress to ap- 
propriate money and make a special effort 
on Sundays to illustrate the sacred history 
of our planet on a grand scale. To make 
this an entertaining and profitable enter- 
prise I suggested the propriety of appoint- 
ing Rev. T. D. Talmage and Prof. Joseph 
Cook as artists for scenic effects, with 
money ad libitum. 

The wisdom of the selection is more 
fully illustrated in a sermon reported in 
the Globe Democrat of December 19th 
from. the Brooklyn pulpit of the first- 
named gentleman. There are certainly 
many scenes recorded in the so-called 
“sacred writings” which, if graphically 
illustrated, would highly entertain and 
edify the intelligent auditors of any small 
world, but if never occurred to me until I 
read this wonderful man’s sermon of No- 
vember 18th that, if it had been put artisti- 
cally before Chicago’s assembled multi- 
tudes, it could and would hav been enjoyed 
at once by all appreciativ intelligences 
throughout nature’s wide domain. 

This thing comes so like a new revela. 
tion to me that I cannot help asking you 
to give room to the inspired words as they 
fell upon the earsof that astounded Brook- 
lyn audience. Mark them well: 

Furthermore, I get fromall thisan an- 
swer to the question which every intelligent 
man and woman, since the earth has stood, 
has asked and received no answer. Why 
did God Jet sin and sorrow come into the 
world when he could have prevented them 
from coming ? I wish, reverently, to say 
I think I hav found the reason. To keep 
the Universe loyal to a holy God it was 
important in some world, somewhere, to 
demonstrate the gigantic disasters that 
would come upon any world that allowed 
sin to enter. Which world should it be? 
Well, the smaller the world the better, for 
less numbers would suffer. So our world 
was selected. The stage was plenty large 
for the enactment of the tragedy. Enter 
on the stage, Sin, followed by Murder, 
Pain, Theft, Fraud, Impurity, Falsehood, 
Massacre, War and all the abominations 
and horrors and agonies of centuries. Al- 
though we know comparativly little about 
the other worlds, lest we become com- 
pletely dissatisfied with our own, no doubt 
the other worlds hav heard, and are now 
hearing, all about this world in the awful 
experiment of sin which the human race 
has been making. In some way inter- 
steller communication is open, and all 
worlds, either by wing of flying spirits or 
by direct communication from God, are 
learning that disloyalty and disobedience 
doom and damn everythicg they touch, 
and the spectacle practically says to all 
other worlds, Obey God, keep in the orbit 
where you were intended to swing or you 
will suffer that which that recreant world 
out yonder has been suffering for thou- 
sands of years. 

. It is no longer to me a mystery why so 
small a world was chosen (as ours) whereon 
to enact the tragedy. A chemist can de- 
monstrate all the laws of heaven and earth in 
a laboratory ten by five feet, and our world 
was not too small to demonstrate to the 
universe the awful chemistry of unright- 
eousness. its explosiv and riving and 
consuming power. I do not believe there 
is & world that has been in existence from 
the time Copernicus knocked on the door 
of heaven,- to the world that last week 
came within sight of the observatory at 
Greenwich, but has heard of our. terrific 
terrestrial experiment, and the awful ob- 
ject lesson has thrilled the multimillions 

. of stellar population, especially when they 
“heard that in order to arrest the disaster 
of centuries, the world-maker and world- 
starter and the world-upholder must giv 
up his only son to assassination to expiate 
‘and restore and save the planetary ship- 


wreck. 

On the tower of Pharos, Egypt, a me- 
tallic mirror was raised which reflected all 
that occurred on land or sea for a distance 
of three hundred miles, and so Egypt was 
informed of the approach of her enemies 
long before their arrival. By what process 
I know not, but in some Way the ship of a 
struggling earth is mirrored to distant 


worlds. Sure this one experiment of a 
world unloosing itself from God will be 
enough for all worlds, and for all eter- 
nities. f 

This make» clear enough the import- 
ance of bringing out vividly the salient 
features in the divinehistory of our planet 
so as to make an object lesson for all-out- 
lying space—for Gods and devils, angels 
and men. But thisis not all. Itis greatly 
to be feared that our terrific terrestrial 
experiment will not hav proven sufficiently 
thrilling to the multimillions of stellar 
population ere it sha 1 be everlastingly too 
late, as our Brooklyn seer has mirrored 
through St. John: 

The last scene, when the earth itself 
shall become a falling star, when not only 
fidgety meteors but grave old stars, shall 
fall, fall to the earth, ‘‘ even as a fig-tree 
casteth her untimely figs, when she is 
shaken of a mighty wind.” What a time 
that will be when worlds drop. Rain of 


planets. Gravitation letting loose her 
grip on worlds. Constellations fiying 
apart. Galaxies dissolved. The great 


orchard of the universe swept by the last 
hurricane, letting down the stars like 
ripened fruit. . Our old earth will go with 
the rest, and let it go, for it wili hav ex- 
isted long enough, existed long enough to 
complete its tremendous experiment. 


I would add: Let it go after the great re- 
hearsa! proposed; but Iam not so certain 


as the Brooklyn orator that after the last, 


hurricane has swept the orchard of the 
universe there will be enough worlds left 
to make a heaven out of—if any more 
heaven is needed—for I am not informed 
what kind of worlds are used as raw 
material in building heavens. Still, this is 
probably all clear to the fertil mind which 
has just discovered ‘‘ why God let sin and 
sorrow come into this world when he could 
hav prevented them from coming.” 

I can understand how creatures calling 
themselvs men (from whom the brutal 
passions of savagery hav not as yet 
been eliminated by culture), should be 
entertained by gladiatorial feats; but how 
aholy God could in any sense create an 
illimitable universe, and in order to keep 
the sentient creatures therein loyal to 
himself, think it well to make on our earth 
an example of the most unholy kind, for 
spectacular effect, is what the author of 
this ingenious theory is a-ked to explain 
before applying for copyright. 

J. H. ORAN. 


The Underlying Reality and the Per- 
meating Potency. 


ALHAMBRA, ILL., Nov. 7, 1893. 

Mr. Epıror: By reading Brother Otto’s 
article in Taus TRUTH SEEKER of August 12, 
1893, I am fully satisfied that he is con- 
vinced that there is such a being as Otto 
Wettstein, and from his manner of logic I 
suspect that, as the Methodist preacher 
would say, he has been passing through 
the gloomy scenes of doubt as to whether 
there was actually such a being as Otto 
Wettstein; but it is pleasing to me to see 
that he has come to the conclusion that he 
actually exists ané that he exists per se, 
which I understand to mean that he exists 
within himself, and being convinced that 
the brother again finds himself on a rock 
foundation of existence, we shall quote 
that grand injunction, ‘‘ Man, know thy- 
self.” In philosophizing on man, it ap- 
pears necessary to give him material 
quantity and psychological quality, and 
while the two are inseparably connected, 
yet when viewed in minutia it becomes 
necessary to make that distinction, and 
I can see no need to change Brother 
Otto’s axioms, as laid down in the Free- 
thinker not long since, viz.: Axiom— 
1, force or energy; 2, matter; 3, energy 
giving matter potency; 4, energy and 
matter inseparably connected; 5, energy 
and matter eternal. Brother Otto laid 
down these axioms asthe basis of Material- 
ism, and I lay them down as the basis of 
the Spiritual philosophy, and, in fact, so 
far as the evolution of man from the ani- 
mal atom there is no difference in the two 
theories until we reach that condition in 
life called death; and there the issue comes; 
the Spiritualist claiming that man still 
goes on evoluting in the same manner as 
before, while the Materialist claims that 
man at death involutes into what is termed 
primordial or first elements. If I under- 
stand Brother Wettstein, he now, in the 
Trora SmuKxer, contends that the under- 


lying principle of animal organization is 
matter without life, or energy, or mind, 
yet wishing to be understood as having a 
fine class of rhetoric, he talks of matter and 
ego (energy or soul) in the following strain: 


all phenomena which we subjectivly per- 
ceive in its final analysis must be matter or 
substance, or substantive existence, or all 
phenomena would vanish from the infinit 
realms of space ; boundless expanse would 
be one limitless, absolute vacuum, and the 
ego 
material, would, of course, be impossible.” 
Let us strip this paragraph of its -rhetoric 


ego could not giv itself geometrical form, 
and, in fact, could not exist.” 


ist without energy, god, or the ego, or soul 


both are inseparably connected, they will 


died in the same neighborhood, and were 
neighbors in spirit life. Said Professor 
Hare’s mother’s spirit to him through the 
mediumistic power of Mrs. Gowery: 
“Yes, my son, we indulge in all the pas- 
sions of earth life, in a refined sense of the 
word.” 

All of Brother Wettstein’s postulates 
respecting Ideglism and Transcendental- 
ism in which he concludes, ‘‘ Hence Spirit- 
ualism. is absurd,” are surely ridiculously 
illogical. The Spiritual philosophy has 
nothing but matter and its inherent qual- 
ities. No logical mind ever denied that 
each effect must hav a cause; each material 
phenomenon must hav been produced by 
either an outside or an inside force or 
energy, and he never once thought of dis- 
carding energy from his thesis on Material- 
ism until he discovered that it was the 
right bower in Spiritualism, and then he 
commenced to either discard or renig in 
his hypothesis. 

In the phenomena of matter called man 
we must hav some cause of this geometri- 
cal figure; we may call it force or energy, 
or God or causator. God is most gener- 
ally treated as an outside force creating 
man, like a person making a wagon, but 
that thesis is fast disappearing, and creativ 
power is now being considered a center- 
stance and is termed energy by evolution- 
ists and Spiritualists. To the physical 
body of man belong all the quantities of 
man as taught in physiological schools, and 
to energy belong hearing, feeling, seeing, 
smelling and tasting; those qualities be- 
long to the soul or energy which created the 
body. Energy (of which soul, and senses 
are synonyms), is the creator of all phe- 
nomena. In our solar system all the god 
or energy that we hav was environed in 
the sun when it was evolved from our 
sun’s primordial planet as taught by the 
Laplace theory of cosmogony. This 
energy permeated the entire body of the 
sun when in size it reached from the 
planet Neptune to its present center, and 
still further, if those comets were evolved 
from the sun, as now supposed. The 
energy or the God was the ego of the sun, 
and commenced separating the surface 
nebula of the sun into ether sand the 
various minerals which in time formed the 
mineral kingdom by radiation, as claimed 
by Laplace, and when the mineral king- 
dom was evolved the energy within it by 
atomic radiation evolved the vegetable 
kingdom, and the same energy being the 
ego or soul of both kingdoms evolved the 
animal kingdom, and the same energy 
which fills the entire universe evoluted 
man from the atoms emanating from the 
mineral and vegetable kingdoms, much as 
Haeckel’s spontaneous generation and 
Darwin’s evolution claim. What is man? 
Answer: Man is an infinitesimal of God or 
energy environed in flesh, or God incar- 
nated. Manis the ultimatum of all earthly 
life, and can no more be annihilated than 
can God and matter. Personally, man is 
an infinitesimal of the male part of a uni- 
versal God incarnated, and personally wo- 
man is an infinitesimal of the female part 
of God or energy incarnated. God is as 
much woman as man, and the Grecian phi- 
losopher. Pythagoras, who lived three 
thousand years ago, was correct when he 
said the universe was permeated by male 
and female qualities striving to giv them- 
selvs geometrical figure in separate quan- 
tities. 

In conclusion: How does man reach an- 
gelic life? One simple illustration and I 
am done: Just the same as a caterpillar 
reaches the butterfly state. Take a per- 
son who is not acquainted with the various 
changes that take place in the silkworm, 
and he will doubt the possibility of such a 
change as much as Brother Wettstein does 
the change of the human into angel, The 
silkworm feeds on the coarsest diet during 
its earthly life, so to speak; after changing 
to its aerial life it feeds on nectar and 
traverses the air with ease. Comparativly 
speaking, here is a greater change than 
takes place in the transition of man into 
angel, yet nobody wonders at this mys- 
tery. We do not see the spirit when 
it leaves the earthy tabernacle because it is 
perfectly colorless, so far as our sight is 
concerned, consequently it is not visible 
until it clothes itself slightly with a coarser 
matter than the atmosphere. 

Henry SHARP. 


“<The objectiv reality (matter) underlying 


itself, purely a product of such 


and it reads thus: ‘‘ Without matter the 
That is all 
there is of it. It is true that energy or the 
ego could not give itself geometrical form 
without matter, and matter could not ex- 


of things. As to which is the horse or the 
cart in the brother’s metaphor, so far as 
Spiritualism is concerned, makes no dif- 
ference, for if the body makes the ego and 


both appear, and if the ego (soul) makes 
the body both will appear just the same, 
and where is the point he has made by his 
rhetorical flourish of high-sounding words? 

Again, he says: ‘‘ There no more exists 
a logical necessity for denying that matter 
is the underlying reality of all existence.” 
Yes, to be sure, matter is the underlying 
of all existence and the overlying of all ex- 
istence, and thesidelying, top and bottom- 
lying of all existence, and in one short and 
simple sentence it is the universal environ- 
ment of a universal force, energy, ego or 
soul, and this universal energy has been 
giving itself geometrical figures of matter 
since the dawn of eternity in accordance 
with the teachings of Darwin, Huxley, 
Haeckel, Helmholtz, Tyndall and Edison, 
and after matter evolutes up to man, man 
-volutes into angels. If matter evoluted 
from nebula to man, why cannot matter 
evolute a plane higher into beings called 
angels? And if energy evoluted matter 
into the millions of geometrical figures it 
has, is it inconsistent to suppose that 
energy or God can raise man into a still 
higher grade of life? Thomas Paine said : 
“I believe in a personal immortality, be- 
cause the same power that brought me 
from chaos to where I am can much more 
easily carry me on from where I am,” and 
«if it be necessary for me to hav wings 
T can easily imagin that God can change 
my arms into wings.” As to the possibil- 
ity, I can not see how any logical mind 
can deny the possibility of a personal im- 
mortality; the probability is all that is in 
doubt. 

I would here say parenthetically that 
Brother Wettstein, in connecting Idealism 
or Transcendentalism with Spiritualism, 
shows a great want of logical acumen, for 
the Idealists teach that the whole universe 
is but a huge bulk of imagination, while 
Spiritualism teaches that the whole uni- 
verse is full of energy or God and matter, 
and that there will never be any less or 
more energy and matter, but that all crude 
matter is eternally changing from a lower 
grade to a higher until it reaches man, 
and that the same energy in man at death 
takes a sufficient quantity of attenuated 
matter to environ itself. 

Brother Wettstein says: ‘‘Of course, 
assuming without proof the existence of a 
non-material entity, soul or spirit, it is 
easy enough to manufacture a universe.in 
like manner.” Spiritualistic philosophers 
never made any such assumption—such 
assumptions are but the wanderings of his 
own mind. The spirit is a material entity 
possessing every organ, passion and func- 
tion it possessed while environed in its 
coarser material, enjoying every pleasure 
it did before death took place, all in a re- 
fined condition. Sleep more refreshing, 
labor more pleasant, taste more refined, 
hearing more acute, seeing clearer—in 
short, we are the identical persons, refined 
in mind and matter. 

But how do I happen to know that such 
is the case? I answer, simply, because I 
myself hav seen disembodied persons or 
angels (there never were angels until first 
men and women lived, and by dying 
evolved into angels), and mothers hav 
come and talked with us and told us of the 
neighbors who aforetimes had lived and 
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@ahildren’s Gorner. 


Etited by Miss Susan H. Wrxon, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communica- 
tions for this Corner should be sent. 


“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes à pause in the day’s occupations 
That is known as the-Children’s Hour.” 


Address to the Magi. 


I look away beyond the trees 
And see the gray-blue sky 
Serene, unmoved by storm oF breeze 
- Or clouds that pass it by; 
The orchard, the meadow, the valley, the hill, 
Are spread out in beauty my vision to fill. 


You claim that paradise unfurled 
To fancy’s blindfold view 
Is finer than this pictured world 
Bedecked in varied hue; 
If by my faith heaven-lands I may see, 
Why do you paint them, O Magi, for me? 


The birds are singing in the wood, 
The bees. hum in the hive, 
The chickens prate in happy mood, 
All nature seems alive; 
Sounds musical, social, and joyous I hear, 
But could I, O Magi, without any ear? 


Must I disdain surrounding joys 
For fancy-fed desire 
Of sky-hid realms and fairy toys 
To which the saints aspire ? 
Nay; life is right here with its actual bliss; 
Oh why, why exchange it for shades: I may miss ? 


Ye lauded Magi, all of you, 
Ye promis elfin lands 
Behind the sky of cold gray-blue 
If I keep your commands; 
Joy, life eternal you say shall be mine 
If to your leading my ways I confine. 


When hearing. touch and taste and sight 
Lie buried with the brain, 
How can I feel that great delight? 
O Magi, please explain. 
Hav Ia duplicate body on high 
Which will awake at this body’s last sigh ? 


But how can thought and love and hate 
And memory arise 
And in good order navigate 
To realms beyond the skies ? 
Magi, if never your word I may doubt, 
Show me just how these strange things are found 
out. M. C. COOMER. 
Hubbard, Ia. 


A Railway Ride. 


As Mr. Marden is in Chicago attending 
our Freethinkers’ congress and the Fair, 
I take a ride along the banks of the Merri- 
mac river. 

The foliage is gorgeous in its autumn 
dress, and as the river winds in and out, 
making graceful curves and occasionally a 
little ‘‘ wooded island,” the view is lovely 
indeed. I really felt that I was riding 
through Nature’s fair-grounds. O beau- 
tiful Nature, I bow to thee in silent 
adoration. 

My ride is on the cars from my home in 
Penacook, N. H., to Franklin, twelve 
miles. Just after leaving the depot we 
cross Dustin island—it is formed by the 


Contoocook river dividing here and 
emptying into the Merrimac. This is 
where the Indians brought Hannah 


Dustin and her nurse after raiding her 
home in Haverhill, Mass.; and here is 
where she killed them as they slept around 
their campfire, and after taking their 
scalps, got into a canoe and returned 
safely to her home. You can find it in 
history if you wish to know more about 
it. Some years ago the state appropriated 
a sum of money, and public-spirited 
citizens gave more, and erected a granit 
monument to her memory. The figure of 
a woman stands on top, with a tomahawk 
in one hand and the scalps in the other. 
As I gazed upinto the sculptured, reso- 
. lute face as the train rushed past, I could 
but wish that we had to-day a Hannah 
Dustin to scalp some of our dishonest 
Congressmen, who make enormous Indian 
appropriations and then use the most of it 
to enrich themselvs. They evidently be- 
long in the Christian missionary societies. 
This is the inscription on one side of the 
monument: : 
March 


15 1695 30 
The War-whoop, Tomahawk, 
Fagot and infanticide, 
Was at Haverhill. 
The ashes of 
Wigwams, camp-fires at night, 
And ten of the Tribe are here. 


On another side is: 
STATUS. 


Know ye that we with many, plant it, 
In trust to the state we giv and grant it, 


That the tide of time may never cant it, 
Nor mar nor sever. 

That Pilgrims here may heed the mothers, 

That truth and faith and all the others, 

With banners high in glorious colors, 
May stand forever. 

It fills me with awe to think of those ter- 
rible times almost two hundred years ago. 

The next place of interest we pass is the 
Merrimac County Farm in North Bos- 
cawen, a good set of brick buildings with 
all modern improvements, and under good 
management—the only fault here is there 
is no separate place for the children. Al- 
though there has been some agitation 
tending to a change, I fear it. will be a 
long time coming. 

If any of our readers liv in a state that 
does provide differently for such children, 
will they please mention it in their letters 
to the Corner? 

A few miles on we pass the State Or- 
phans’ Home. This is in Frenklin, and 
was once the home of Daniel Webster, one 
of our great statesmen. I do not know 
how many children are cared for here. 
They take great pains to get good homes 
for all that they can, and I know of several 
who hav been adopted and found loving 
care and good homes. 

Now the conductor is shouting ‘‘ Frank- 
lin! Franklin!” and my pleasant ride is at 
an end. 

Dear children and friends, let us all so 
liv that as we approach life’s autumn, it 
may be beautiful, and thus shall we leave 
pleasant memories for our friends. If we 
seek to be useful and are kindly toward 
all, especially the aged and unfortun- 
ate, it will help us to become lovely 
and attractiv. 

I am often reminded that children are 
never taught these things, and how much 
of real happiness they miss. We must 
ever bear in mind the words of the im- 
mortal Paine: ‘‘ The world is my country; 
to do good, my religion.” 

Erra MARDEN. 

[A system obtains in Massachusetts, 
whereby such children are boarded in pri- 
vate families until old enough to be help- 
fal.—Ep. C. C.] 


Correspondence. 


Lock Haven, Pa., Oct. 9, 1893. 
Drar Miss Wrxon: I often read the 
Children’s Corner and see a good many 
little girls’ writing to you, so T thought I 
would write a few lines for the Corner. 
My papa has taken Toe TRUTH SEEKER 
since 1878. I hav one sister and four 
brothers. I am going to school every day. 
My studies are spelling, reading, arith- 
metic, physiology, mental arithmetic 
geography, and grammar. I like to go to 
school, Iam nine years old. I will close 
hoping this will escape the waste-basket. 

From your Liberal friend, 

CARRIE DIETZ. 

[Glad to hear from Carrie and hope she 


will write often.—Ep. C. C.] 


DRESDEN, IND., Oct. 29, 1893. 

Dear Miss Wrxon: For the second time 
I attempt to write to you. I suppose you 
hav forgotten me, since it has been so long 
since I wrote last. I hav visited a Mor- 
mon conference, and obtained some of 
their views of religion. I think it is about 
like all the rest. 

Iwas glad to hear that you reached home 
in safety. There is no use to say that I 
pope you had a good time, for I know you 

id. : 

This is Sunday, and I can say I broke 
one of the Ten Commandments, by chang- 
ing a drove of cattle to another field; but 
Idon’t think it will bother my conscience 
much. 3 

Igo to church when there is any, but 
that isn’t very often, only every three 
weeks. School began one month ago, and 
I hav been every day. 

The weather was very cold last night, 
and there wasa heavy frost, but the sun 
sbines bright now. Sundays here as a 
general thing are very dull, and I usually 
go nutting or some place else where I can 
see some fun, Your Freethinker friend, 

: Evert Paes. 

P.S.—I would like to correspond with 
some member of the Corner. E. P. 

[A sensible boy is Evert. Please tell us 
the kind of nuts you gather, how they 
grow, etc.—Ep. C. C.J] 

YOUCALLA, ORE., Oct. 22, 1893. 

Dear Miss Wrxon: As this is my first 
attempt to write to the Children’s Corner 
T hope it will escape the waste-basket. I 
was born in California, We came to 
Oregon about three years ago and we like 
it much better than California. We liv 
one-half mile from town. I go to school 
every day and I like our teacher very well, 


although she is a lover of Christ. My 
papa has taken Taz TRUTH SEEKER about 
two years and likes it very mnch. I read 
it Sundays instead of the Bible. I am 
afraid I am writing too much. so I close. 
Yours for truth, NELLIE BRUMMETT. 


[Nellie shows that she bas sensible ideas 
by her choice of Sunday reading. We 
hope to hear from Nellie often.—Ep. C. C.] 


Wionrra Farris, TEx., Oct 28, 293. 
Dear Miss Wrxon: I am a constant 
reader of Taz Trors Serxer. Mother 
has taken it for nine years. She is a 
widow and I hav one little sister. We hav 
been to California on a visit to see my 


grandma and aunt. California isa lovely 
country. : 

This is a bigoted town with nine 
churches. 


We liv near the school-house, and my 
sister and I attend school. I study read-. 
ing, spelling, arithmetic, language, and 
geography. My teacher’s name is Fannie 
Rurgess. She belongs to the Baptist 
church. Mamma owns a farm three miles 
south of town. It has been very dry, 
crops are short, prices low, and times very 
hard. I hav one of your books, ‘‘ The 
Story Hour.” I also hav ‘‘ Papa’s Own 
Girl.” ‘‘For Her Daily Bread,” and 
t‘ Little Lessons for Little Folks.” I en- 
joy reading the Corner very much. If 
any of the Cornerites will write to me I 
will gladly answer their letters. I am 


‘thirteen years old. 


Hoping this will escape the waste-basket, 
I rémain your Freethinker friend, 
Macere Communes. 
[Maggie is a progressiv girl, and we 
will always be glad to hear from her.— 
Ep. C. C.] 


Voss, N. Dax., Nov, 2, 1893. 
Dear Miss Wixon: Thinking vou world 
like to hear from a little girl in North Da- 
kota, I thought I would write you a few 
words. I like living here very much. It 
isa rich farming country. Our farmers 
here raise mostly wheat. The wind blows 
sometimes, and we hav some very cold 
weather. We that liv here become used 
to these things and don’t mind them; yet 
we hav many pleasant and sunny days. 
But we can’t expect all sunshine anywhere. 
My papa is a merchant. Iam eleven 
years old. Igotoschool. My teacher is 
very religions. She teaches religion half 
the time. For an object, she draws a 
picture on the blackboard of Jesus nailed 
to the cross for us to look at and be re- 
minded of how he loved us to suffer so for 
our sins, that we might be saved. -For my 
part, I think it would be quite selfish my- 
self if I were to wish some one else to suf- 
fer for my sins, and if Jesus is the son of 
God, as the teacher says, I don’t think 
God is a very good father to allow his son 
to be treated in that way. The teacher 
talks good and sweet about her religion, 
and tries to make it appear real nice. My 
little brother. six years old, thinks she is 
just right. I think it is only little chil- 
dren that havn’t come to the years of un- 
derstanding, or grown-up folks that never 
hav much understanding, that believe in 
such trash. My mamma is a Spiritualist. 
She takes THE TRUTH SEEKER, and thinks 
it tells lots of truth, and so do I. 
I will hav to close for this time. 
yovr Liberal friend, 
NELLIE A. WOODBURY. 


Write 
Kind regards to mamma. — 


I am 


[A good letter from a good girl. 
again, Nellie. 
Ev. C. C.J] 


—_e 
ATCHISON, KAN., Oct. 27, 1893. 

Dear Miss Wrxon AND CORNERITES: At 
the age of ten I wrote my first letter to the 
Corner; at the age of eighteen I write my 
second, and I hope by twenty-six my third 
will be forgotten. I trust after eight 
years of study the second will show an im- 
provement over the first, and it will un- 
less the Lord has given me destruction of 
mind instead of trying to build it up as he 
should hav done; and if while at work on 
it he knew my feelings for him and his 
family, he surely impaired it to some de- 
gree. It seems a shame to abuse the poor 


“old withered man, but the harm he did 


while young can’t be forgiven in his old 
days. In the eight years I hav been silent 
I suppose the Corner has (in point of cor- 
respondents) grown up with the country, 
and may it grow high enough to get a 
peep through the pearly gates of God’s 
great domain, and I believe we will hav to 
go there on some other plan than that 
adopted by Christians, of waiting until we 
are dead and buried. If Christians be- 
lieve they will go to heaven when dead, 
why don’t they throw their dead bodies in 
the oceansor inthe rivers or any other place 
out of the Infidel’s way, and by so doing 
save paving for coffins and other articles 
which death demands? If I was as sure 
there was a heaven as I am that there 
isn’t, and I knew I could get there by 
joining the church I would be baptized 
before finishing this letter. so I could tell 
you all how it felt, and if I took cold and 
if I ‘‘cussed” the preacher for not warm- 
ing the water or using soap, and, in fact, 


everything that happened during the per- 
formance, 

I will hav to finish this letter without 
the baptismal story included, and .can as- 
sure you all that my pen will never write 
the sad story of my downfall. All the 
Talmages in nature’s green world couldn’t 
change my present belief. Talmages? 
“Let me alone that I may destroy them 
and blot out their name from under 
heaven; and I will make of thee a na- 
tion mightier and greater’ than they” 
(Deut. ix, 14). Yes, Talmage, let me 
alone, and I’ll make it mightier with my 
mouth closed than you will with your’s 
wide open pouring out slanders on some 
man who could teach you something worth 
knowing, providing your brains are not 
limited. Fearing that I’! hurt the feel- 
ings of some poor Christian, if I continue, 
T’li close my mouth on them. 

Yours for anything Talmage does not 
preach, CHARLES B. REMSBURG. 

[Charles, we are delighted to get a let- 
ter from you. Itis of the right ring, too; 
but do not wait eight years before you 


write again.—Ep. C. C.] 
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Address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York City. 


@yineples of the Natural Order of the Uni 
verse, with a System of Morali y 
Based Thereon. 


By Prorzssor LUDWIG BUCHNER, M.D. 


VURTENTS : : 
Foro and Matter. The Fitness of Things iz 
ortality of Matter, ` Nature (Teleology), 
Immortality of Force, al, i 
{nfinity of Matter, Brain and Mind, 
Value of Matter, Thought, 
otion, Consciousness, 


Form, = Seat of the Soul, 
mutability of Natural Innate Ideas 

AWS, The Idea of God, 
Universality of Natural Personal Continuance, 


AWS, ital Force, 
e Heavens, , TheĮoulof Brutes 
eriods of the Creation Fres Will, 
of the Earth, | orality, 
Original Generation, Concluding Observa 
Secular Generation, tions. 


Price, $1.50. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 


Skeleton Keys to Sacerdotal Secrets. 


“Write me no more fables, lest I be a fool and 
read the riddles awry.” 


By R. B. Westbrook, D.D., LL.B. 


Contents: The Whole Truth; Sacerdotalism 
Impeached; The Fabulous Claims of Judaism; 
Moses and the Pentateuch; Ancient Symbolism 
and Modern Literalism; Astral Keys to Bible 
Stories; The Fable of the Fall; Search for the 
“Last Adam;” What Is known of the New Testa- 
ment; The Drama of the Gospels; The Ideal 
QObrist; Jesus and Other Christs; A Reverent 
Critique on Jesus; A Few Fragments; Blood 
Salvation; The Thingg That Remain. 

Price, cloth, $1.50. Fort sale at this office. 


Just Out.—25 Cents.— Five Copies for $f. 


A Liberal living in Michigan said once that he would give $25 a 
year to have the Crimes of Preachers recorded, as the frequent lapses 
of virtue of the ministers showed how little value Ohristianity 
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£ Crimes of Preachers” 


shows nearly 400 cases of ministerial conduct. While those in pre- ` 
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are a 
tne strength of the church—“ the church” meaning of course the W 

Notwithstanding the many additional pages, we have kept the f4 
price the same, 25 cents. Send for a copy, and confound the church- 


men. Show them just what sort of scamps are the clergy who have 
closed the World’s Fair on Sunday. because it is so holy a day that to look upon machinery or 


paintings in this period is “ immoral 
THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, ^ 
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Cloth, uncut edges, gilt op, $1. 


CHRISTIANITY AND THE SLAVE TRADE. 


A densation of the known facts upon this subject, proving that Christianity did nos 
abolish but aided this infamous traffic in human beings. To which are added such comments 
as only Saladin can make. In paper, 80 cents. 


THE TRANSITION. 


A consideration of the antagonism of the Bible and science, and of the question whether 
the veiled or allegorical portions of the Christian Bible can be interpreted by modern science. 
paper, 20 cents. 


ROSES AND RUE. 
Being Random Notes and Sketches. Some of its subjects are: A Last Interview with a 
Man of Genus ; An Essay on Stirpiculture; Asceticism and Superstition; Oapital Punishment; 
Poverty; God in the Constitution; Bruno; Gods; Witchcraft, etc. This may be called Sala- 
din’s own book, for it is poetry in prose, and is one of the books that lovers of strong literature 
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LAYS OF ROMANCE. 


This book reminds one of Sir Walter Scott, being romantio, historio verse, aglow in every 
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Cloth, gold-lettered, 75 cents. 
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Jot for Parsons. 


You can’t tell what a man will doina 
horse trade by the amount of noise he 
Horn. 


makes in church, —Ram’s 

= Fagan: An’ doosn’t yer short mimory 
giv yez-a ghreat dale o’ trouble, Moike. 
O’Rourke: Shure, Tim, it’s the coorse av 
me life, ixcipt whin Oi-goes to confession? 
— Puck. 


Surra: .I was sorry to hear, Brown, that 
you hav failed in business. Brown (a 
pious grocer): Yes, I struggled hard, but 
1 lost everything save my honor, thani 
God, and.the property I was wise enough 
to settle on my wife when I found myself 
getting into trouble. 


A coop old lady said to her nephew, a 
poor preacher: ‘‘James, why did you 
enter the ministry?” ‘‘Because I was 
called,” he answered. ‘‘James,” said the 
old lady anxiously, as she looked up 
from wiping her spectacles, ‘‘are you sure 
it wasn’t some other noise you heard?’ 


Prapiossom: Uncle Mose, does you 
beleebe we is all made ob dust? Uncle 
Mose: Sutinly we is. Peablossom: Den 
de cullured folks must be made ob coal 
dust. Uncle Mose: De Lor! I nebber 
thunk ob dat, but I reckon we is. Pea- 
blossom: How erbout de yaller niggers?— 
Texas Siftings. 


“AN how do you like my ‘Adam and 
Eve in Paradise’?” asked Smudge of a 
farmer during his last sojourn in the Cats- 
kills, where he had removed his studio. 
+‘ The general effect is fine, but allow me 
to call your attention to the fact that 
you’y placed in Eve’s hand a variety of 
apple that has been grown only the past 
twenty years.”— Vogue. 


In a French churchyard is a monument 
having an epitaph of which the following 
is a translation: ‘‘Here lies Jean Pinto, 
the Spanish vocalist. When he reached 
heaven he united his voice with the voices 
of the archangels. -As soon as he heard 
him the Deity cried, ‘Keep quiet, all you 
fellows, and let us hear alone the illus- 
trions singer, Jean Pinto!” — Chicago 
Tribune. 


Aunt Evntor is conscientiously opposed 
to the words *‘ dead,” ‘‘death,” and ‘‘die” 
as being both pagan and repulsiv. When 
her father died, therefore, and it became 
her duty to send the sad tidings to her | 
brother out West, she telegraphed as fol- i 
lows: ‘Jesus has taken father home.” ; 
What was her amazement and distress to 
receive, hours later, the somewhat dis- | 
gusted reply: ‘‘ Who is Jessie, and where 
is ber home?”—JLife. i 


A ScorrisH congregation presented | 
their minister with a sum of money, and | 
sent him off to the continent for a holiday. | 
A gentleman just back from the continent | 
met a prominent member of the church jį 
and said to him: ‘‘Oh, by the way, I met | 
your minister in Germany. He was look- 
ing very weli; he didn’t look as though : 
he needed a rest.” ‘‘ No,” said the church- 
member, very calmly, ‘*it was na’ him; it | 
was the congregation that was needin’ a : 
rest.” 


Berore Tennessee had seceded Peter 
Turney had organized a brigade and gone 
to the front. Once, while in winter quar- 
ters with a Georgia brigade, a religious 
revival broke out among the soldiers. 
After a few days Turney asked how things ` 
were progressing and was informed that : 
twelve Georgians had been converted. | 
“ And how many Tennesseeans?” inquired 
the governor. ‘‘Not one,” was the reply. 
‘* What, twelve Georgians and not a Ten- 
nesseean? Never shall it be said, if I am | 
able to prevent it, that Georgia has ex- 
celled Tennessee. Detail eighteen men 
immediately for baptism.”— St. Louis 
Post-Dispatch. 


A WISCONSIN minister got a bicycle re- 
cently and took it to the top of a hill to 
learn to ride. He thought it would be 
feasible to get on and ride downhill. He 
got on and away he went like a sinner 
down the toboggan slide of temptation. 
Faster and faster flew the bicycle and 
wilder grew the preacher’s look as he 
steered the thing with clenched teeth. At 
the bottom the bicycle ran into sand and | 
away the rider flew. In other words, | 
such as railroad tourists use, the wheel 
laid over and he went on. He ran his 
nose about eight inches into the sand, 
when he reached the earth, and disfigured 
his face. He breathed a missionary vow 
or two and wenthome. The chief feature 
of his face for the next four days was 

` patchwork. I¢-is rumored that he has 
remarked that all men should come to 
Jesus, but as for bicycles they can go 
where they hav pavements of good inten- 
tions.— Grafton (N. D.) Record. No 
wonder he took a header if he steered the 
bike with--his teeth instead of using his 
hands for that purpose. 


t 


A GREAT BOOK ON RADICAL, SOCIAL, AND 


ECONOMIC REFORMS. 
The title of the book is 


A CITYLESS AND 
COUNTRYLESS WORLD. 


The author is 
HENRY OLERICH, of Hawarden. Im 


This book ‘is in story form, well printed on 
good paper, weil illustrated, and handsomely 
bound. ft 1s a text-book on “Co-operative In- 
dividualism.” For many it is pears tooradical 
on some questions of retorm, but it is neverthe- 
less eminently thought-provoking. 

_ Lhe universal unrest manifested by the think- 
ing world, particularly during these “hard 
times,” plainly indicates that our social, eco- 
nomic, and religious institutions are not in tune 
with the best thought of the age. The author 
vividly portrays an ideal world from which all 
our present social, economic, and religious evils 
are eliminated. For the fulfillment of his 
prophecy, the author does not rely on miracles 
nt on the advancing intelligence of thoughtful 
men and women, If Mr. Olerich’s ideal state can 
ever be attained the world will certuinly be a 
paradise. Beautifully cloth-bound, price 31. 
Aadress THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


THE PHILOSOPHY 
MENTAL HEALING, 


A Practical Exposition of 
Natural Restorative Power. 
By LEANDER EDMUND WHIPPLE. 


A Book to explain the correct idea of Mental 
Healing, and what may be reasonably expected 
to result from an understanding of its principles. 

Price, $2.50. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Godly Women of the Bible, 


A HISTORY OF ALL 
The Women Who Figure in the Bible. 


BY 
4 Uncopry WOMAN OF THE NINETEENTH CENT 


Dath, - 6 e we 


7B cents 


MONEY FOUND. 


Brought Into the 
Absolutely Reliable Qov- 
ernment Banks Established in 
the Interest of and Owned 
by the Whole People. 


By HON. THOMAS E. HILL, 


of “ Hill’s Manual of Social and Business Forms,’ 
“The Hull Banking System,” and other 
works of great service to the world. 


Professor Hill has given several years of care- 
ful study to the elaboration of a system of sound 
money, that may fit immediately into present 
methods of doing business and be easily intro- 
duced and universally adopted. | 

This book is “just in time,” is an absolutely 
original book from the beginning to the end, is a 


good-sized volume in clear type, and is the clear- 
est exposition of money, uses of money, causes of 
money panics and remedies for the same, ever 
published. Orders are rapidly coming in and we 
want yours. Send twenty-five cents tor c 


opy. 
Address ''HE TRUTH SEEKER. 


THE BOOK THAT STARTED THE REFER- 
ENDUM MOVEMENT. 


DIRECT LEGISLATION 


By the Citizenship through the 
Initiative and Referendum, 
By J. W. SULLIVAN. 


Price, 25 cents. Address THE TRUTH SxEKER. 


APOLLONIUS OF TYANA IDENTIFIED AS THE 
CHRISTIAN JESUS. 


An important and remarkable revelation con- 
cerning the life and times of Apollonius of 
Tyana, the great sage and philosopher of the first 
century. It is here claimed that his life and 
teachings were appropriated and utilized by the 
formulators of the Christian religion in the in- 
terest of so-called Christianity. The plagiarism 
is made plain in this brief history of Apollonius 
especailly in view of the historical references an 
comments thereon. It is quite evident that to 
conceal the plagiarism, the name of Apollonius 
was suppressed. 

Price, 15 cents. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
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THE CONFLICT BETWEEN MENTAL SCIENCE 


AND THEOLOGY. 
By EDCAR C. BEALL, M.P., 


with a preface by 


R. G. INGERSOLL. 


This ig the only work of its kind in the litera- 
ture of Froethought- Its arguments are’ based 
upon scientific phrenology, and appeal directly 
to the reader’s sense of logic, and love of justice. 
It_is eloquent as well as convincing. 


Price, cloth, 81. Addr 
ss THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Antiquity | 
Unveiled. 


—o— 


Anctent Votces 
from the Sptrit 
Realm disclose the 
most Startling Rev- 
elations, 

—-Oo— 
Proving Christianity 
to be of - 


Heathen Origin, 
(TLLUSTRATED.} 
Price, -- - - $1.50. 
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Paper. 50 couts; cloth, 73 aente. 


PRESENTS :: FOR 


NNN NN IN RL ADR RON AnA 


THE :: HOLIDAYS. 


he Freethinker’s Pictorial Text-Book, in 
cloth, with gold lettering and side stamp, 
for $2.50. In plain boards, #2. 

0” Testament Stories Comically Hlustrated. 
in cloth. with gold lettering and side 
stamp, for $1.50. In plaiu boards, $1. 

Around the World, by D. M. Bennett, 4 


volumes, red cloth covers, $6.50; leather, 
rod edges, $9.50; morocco, gilt edges, 


Tre World's Sages, Thinkers, and Reform- 
ers. 1,075 pages. 8vo. Cloth, $3; 
leather, $4; morocco, gilt edges, $4.50. 

Tre Gods and Religions of Ancient and Modern 
Times. Two volumes. Written in 
prison. In cloth, $3 per volume, or $5 for 


the two volumes; in leather, $7; in mo- 
rocco, gilt edges, $8. 


fegersoT's Prose Poems and Selections. 
From his Writings and Sayings. Silk 
cloth, $2 50; tree calf, $9. 

fogersoll’s Principal Works : Gods and Other 


Lectures; Ghosts and Other Lectures; 
Some Mistakes of Moses; Interviews on 
Talmage; Wanat Must We Do to Be Saved? 
Biasphemy; Crimes Against Criminals. 
1,141 pages. In one volume, half calf, $5. 


A Prose Poem. By R. G. Ingersoll. 


ife. 
L In color, on boards, beveled, gilt edges, 50 
cents. 


Lithograph of R. G. Ingersoll. 
inches, heavy plate paper, 50 cents 

Photograph, (Cabinet) of R. G. Ingersoll. 
50 cents. 


Apples of Gold, by Miss Susan H. Wixon. 
Gilt stamp. $1.25. 


A"! Ia A Lifetime, by Miss Wixon. $i. 


22x28. 


+ 


ting Holiday Prerents for their friends, 
p seeotine E remember that good books make 


lasting impressions. and please as well every day 
in the yaar. Libera) book in the right 
hands often changes the views of sev- 
eral peisons. 

We tees quite a number of books appropriatel, 
bound for Holiday purchasers, and we will, pac. 
them caretully so they can go any distance in the 
mail, or by prepaid express. ‘he following are 
all good books for the purpose ; 


oltaire's Romances, Profusely Illustrated. 
Half ca‘f, $4; vellum cloth, $1.50. : 

Darwin and After Darwin. By George J. 
Romanes. Silk cloth, gilt top, $2 

Jhe Story Hour. An Exceptionally Hand- 


me and Interesting book, Without Su- 
perstition, for Children and Youth. The 
Unly Freethinkers’ Children’s Story-book 


ever issued. 66 full-page illustrations and 
25 smaller; large type, heavy. toned paper, 
broad margins, illustrated covers; 4to, 224 
Pp., boards, $1. i 


Conway's Life of Paine. Two large, hand- 


volumes, The best and only com- 
plete life of Paine. Halt calf, $10; in 
cloth, $5. 


Parton's Life of Voltaire, Of which the 


cau be said as of Conway's Life of 
Paine. Half calf, $10; in cloth, $6. 


oman, Church, and State. By Matilda 
Joslyn Gage. Leather, $3; cloth. gilt top, 
$2. i 


History of Ch ristianity, Comprising all that 


lates to Christianity in the," Decline 
and Fan of the Roman Empire.” Half 
calf, $4; vellum cloth, $2. 


and Matter. By Professor Ludwig 


Force 
Buchner, M.D. Half calf, $3; vellum 
cloth, $1.50. 


Dyramic Theory of Life and Mind. By James 
B. Alexander. Cloth, $2.75. 

Lessons From tha World of matter and the 
World of Man. By Theodore Parker. 
Cloth, gilt top, $1.25. 

Asleep and Awake. A new Liberal novel. 
By Raymond Russell. Cloth, side and 
back stamp, $1. l 

Cosmian Hymn Book. With music to al 


the songs. Edited by L. K. Washburn. 
Cloth, gilt side stamp, $1.50. 


nes For Other Books See the Advertisements, or Send to Us for a Free Catalogue. soy 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York, 


Gems of Phought. 


- WHEN women reason and babes sitin the 
lap of philosophy, the victory of Reason 
over the shadowy host of Darkness will be 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, NOVEMBER 25, 1893. 751 
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complete,—R, G. Ingersoll, 


THE hour-has struck when men should 
be made to understand that any thought of 
ownership in wifehood is more than de- 
grading and immoral; it is positivly crim- 
inal.—B. O. Flower. 


Ir you want knowledge you must toil 
for it; if food, you must toil for it; and if 
pleasure, you must toil for it. 
law. Pleasure comes through toil, and not 
by self-indulgence. When one gets to 
love work his life is a happy one,— Ruskin, 


Own two days you need not be anxious: 


about your life—the appointed day and 
the unappointed. 
“í On the first, neither balm nor physician 
Can save, 
Nor thee, on the second, the universe 
` glay.”—Persian Proverb. 


Tez constitution of man is such that, for | 


a long time after he has discovered the in- 
correctness of the ideas prevailing around 
him, he shrinks from openly emancipating 


himself from their domination; and, çon- |: 


strained by the force of circumstances, he 
becomes a hypocrit, publicly applauding 
what his private jadgment condemns.— 
Dr. J. W. Draper, 


ment, 


hordes. tis not:correct to say that man 
and woman always lived together as they 
now do, with a supply of domestic utensils. 
Evolution is seen in this sphere of life as 
clearly as it is in other departments of ex- 
istence.—Charles Watts. 


Ir is the common belief of the inhuma- 
tional stage, then, that there will be at 
some time or other a ‘‘general resurrec- 
tion.” No doubt this general resurrection 
has been slowly developed out of the be- 
lief in and expectation of many partial 
resurrections. It is understood that each 
individual corpse will, or may, resurge at 
some time; therefore it is believed that all 
corpses together will resurge at a single 
particular moment.: So,long as burial per- 
sists, the belief in the resurrection persists 
beside. it, and forms the main feature in 
the current conception of the future life 
among the people who practice it.—Grant 
Allen. 


Tuts is Paine’s greatest title to remem- 
brance. He attacked oppression in its 
stronghold of superstition. His blows 
told with such force that to-day the posi- 
tions he attacked are being gradually 
abandoned. His services to mankind em- 
bittered against him all the ministers of 
superstition and the forces of privilege. 
Lying stories were told of his declining 
years and death-bed. These hav been hap- 
pily dissipated by Mr. Conway, his latest 
and most painstaking biographer, and the 
name of Paine is being gradually recog- 
nized all over the English-speaking world 
as that of oneof the most valiant liberators 
of humanity.—J. M. Wheeler. 


No two men but being left alone with 
each other enter into simpler relations. 
Yet it is affinity that determines which two 
shall corverse. Unrelated men giv little 
joy to each other; will never suspect the 
latent powers of each. We talk sometimes 
of a great talent for conversation, as if it 
were a permanent property in some indi- 
viduals. Conversation is an evanescent 
relation—no more. A man is reputed to 
hay thought and eloquence; he cannot, for 
all that, say a word to his cousin or his 
uncle. They accuse his silence with as 
‘much reason as they would blame the in- 
significance of a dial in the shade. In the 
sun it will mark the hour. Among those 
who enjoy his thought he will regain his 
tongue.—Ralph Waldo Emerson. 


InpIvipvaL sovereignty is the condition 
to progress. Man is prudent only when he 
ia his own protector. He is persevering 
only when he is his own provider. More- 
‘over, he must be permitted to exercise 
choice in his indulgences, if he is expected 

_to exercise his best capacities in business. 
“His judgment must be unmolested if his 
ingenuity is to be developed. Restraint of 
‘an appetite is tantamount to.robbery of its 
object. Regulation of conduct is-emascu- 
lation of the mind. Man is a factor in 
-progress only when he is free. Wherever 
individuals were sovereign, progress was & 
fact. It is to individual sovereigns that we 
are indebted for everything that is admir- 
able in our civilization. If the larger pro- 
portion of men continue individual sev- 
` ereigns progress will proceed until science 
. extorts the last secret from matter, until 
invention enslaves the last force of. nature, 
until. a wish is a performance and a hope is 
_pfact.—Albert M, Lorentz. seg ee 


Toil is the |: 


‘Abraham Lincoln: 


REMSBURQ’S 


WORKS. 


Was He 


A Christian? 


For fifteen yeas Mr. Remsburg has been collecting material for his work, He presents 
an array of testimony that is irresstibie and overwheiming, and which must pnt this question 
at rest. forever. In addition to the testimony of twenty wiinesses who claim tha; L.ncoin wa: 
a Christian, and which is reviewed and refuted, ne adduces the testimony | of more than a hun- 


dred witnesses in proof of the claim that Lincoin was not & Christian. 


ese witnesses include 


his wife and other relatives; his three law partners; his private secretaries; members of his 
cabinet; his principal biographers, and scores of his most} tim te friends. 


False Claims. 


Revised and Enlargea 


As a Missionary Document it is unexcelled. Amor.; the subjects considered by Mr. 


Remsburg are: The 


Rights Movement; the Temperance 
singly; 75 c:nts per dozen. 


Bible Morals. 


oners in the penitentiaries; the Church and Civilization; the Chi Å: 
and Learning; the Churca and Liberty; the Caurch and the Antislavery Reform; the Woman's 
eform; the Church and the Republis. 


hurch and Morality; Criminal Statistics, showing the creeds of the pris- 


hurch and Science; the Church 


Price, 10 cents 


Twenty Crimes and Vices Sanctioned by 


Scripture; Falsehood and Deception; Cheating; Theft and. Robbery; Aduitery and Prost:tu- 


tion; Murder; Wars of Conquest and Extermination 
j nkindness to Children; 


tion; Injustice to Wo nan; 


; Despotism; Intolerance aad Perzecu- 


Gruelty to Animals; Humaa Sacrifices; 


Cannibatism; Slavery; Witchcraft; Polygamy; intemperance; Poverty and Vagrancy; Igno- 
8 


rance and idiocy; 
on larger quantities. 


cenity. 


Prica, siagle copies, 25 cents; 6 copies, $1. Special discount 


‘Sabbath-Breaking. This is the best and most thorough work 


ever written on tha Sabvath from a rational point of view. Large and handsome print. The 


question i dis mssed under the fo lowing heads: Ori in of 
sabbath ; sti iptu an e Sabbath; 
igi ho Christia Sabbath; Testimony of tne Christian Fathers; the Sabbath during 


Origin of the Christian Sab 


e Sabbatic Idea; the Jewish 


Xamination of Sunday Argume.ts; 


the Middle Ages; ths Puritan Sabbath; Testimony of Christian Reformers, Scholars, and 


Divines; Abrogation of Sunday Laws. 
Image Breaker. 


Price, 25 cents; 6 copies $1. 
Sia Lectures: 


Decline of Faith; Protestant Intolerance; Washington an Unbeliever; Jefforson an Un- 


believer; Paine and Wesley; Christian Sabbath. Eac 
Tells the story of the Author-Hero’s Life, 


doz., 40 cents. 
Thomas Paine. 


5 cents; bound, paper, 25 cents; per 


delineates the leading traits of his character and genius, and vindicates his name from the 


aspersions cast upon it. Choice extracts from ** Common 30,” C 
an,” and “Age of Reason,” are given; also, tributes to Paine’s character from more than 
Europe and America, many of them written expressly for thi: 


f 
one hundred noted persons of 


Sense,” ** American Crisis,” * Right: 


work. Second edition. 160 pages, printed on fine tinted paper, neatly bound, and containing a 
handsome steel portrait of Paine. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


The Apostle of Liberty. 


An address delivered in Paine Hall, bef:re the N. E. Freethinkers’ Convention, January 


29, 1884. Price, 10 cents. 
For all the above works address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Truth Seeker Library. 


Published Monthly at $3 per Year. 
IssvEs oF 1891.—$3. 


Truth Seeker Annual, 1891.............5 POE $0 25 
Men, Women, and 


Victor Hugo’s Oration on Voltaire...... 


The Crisis. Thomas Paine. Illustrate » 40 
Sabbath Breaking. . 2% 
Travels in Fait. 8- 

„ 80n. Robert C. Adam8 ......sesseseseee 25 
Strike of a Sex. George N. Miller............ 25 
My Religious Experience. Samuel P. Put- 35 

DB yas sss 5 kag T NT 
The Higher Criticism in Theology and Re- 
ligion. _T. E. Longshore.............065 50 
Issues oF 1892.—$3. 
Infidel Death-Beds. G. W. Foote............. 25 
Rights ot Man. Thomas Paine. Illustra- is 


10 
ulpit, Pew, and Cradle. 

X ener 10 
Bible Morals. John E. Remsbur 25 
Awful Disclosures o#Maria Mon 50 
PocketTheology. Voltaire... 25 
Why Don’t God Kili the i 

cock,...... oea seoa oie siaa osora aieas 

Liberty in Literature. Testimonial to 

alt Whitman, with Funeral Address. 
By Col. Robert G. Ingersoll.............. 25 
Six Lectures on Astronomy. Richard A. k 

TOCKOT sresti teare tpsesis idoneae isisa 
Candle From Under the Bushel. Wm. A. A 
BIE os occa serccocrecceacsccsecccccsaces 0 
The Holy Bible Abridged................2+0205 80 

e_Glaims of the Church. John E. 
RemsburG....... 02... .cccecceseceeeeeeece 10 

Issues oF 1893,—$3. 

Thomas_ Paine Vindicated. Col. Robert 
Q. Ingersoll... .........0ssceseeeseecaeeeee 15 

The Creation of God. Dr. Jacob Hart- 
50 

Crimes of Preachers in 

M. E. Billings ...........ceeeeeeee 25 
Resurrection of Jesus.. sa 40 
Handbook of Freethought. W. S. Bell...... 56 

Religion a Curse; Xeligion a Disease; Re- 
ligion a Lie. §. P. Putnam. o. D 

Design Argument Fallacies. By Editor of 
THE ‘RUTH SEEKER..........-. ....6.. 15 

Abraham Lincoln: Was He a Christian? 
i ohn E Remsburs..... aavedancwnaaes se. 50 

Pen Pictures of ‘the World's Fair. Mus- 
trated. S.P. Putnam......4..002....265 25 
Common Sense. ‘Thomas Paine........ ..... 15 
Examination of Prophecies. Thos, Paine.. 15 


During the year other standard Freethought 
works willbe published and sent to subscribers 
as they appear. 

Yearly subscribers at $3 receive all the numbers 
published in one year. In ordering please say 
which year is desired, sy : 

Single numbers sold at prices quoted. 

i THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
-- - 28 Lafayette Place. New York. 


GHOST OF ST. JOHNS. 


By M. BABCOOE Price, 15 ote. 


(THE HOLY CROSS SERIES. 


The Popes and Their Doings. Biograph- 
ical sketches of the most noted of these vicars 
of Christ and vicegerents of God, showing what 
they have done, and what kind of men they were. 
It contains very pleiu statements, in very un- 

. varnished language, -ad the unmasking is com- 
plete, proving them to have been cruel, in- 
triguing. and licentions men. Considering the 
rapid growth of Catholicism in this country, 
this book cannot be too widely disseminated. 
Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


l ; 

The Awful Disclosures of Maria Monk, 
as exhibited in a narrative of her sufferings dur- 
in. her residence of five years as a novice, and 
two years as a black nun, in the Hotel Dieu 
Nunnery, at Montreal. Perhaps not any anti- 
Catholic book published has created more ex. 
citement, and had such a circulation as this 
work. To counteract its effects the Catholics 
circulated a story that Maria Monk was “no 
better than she should be,” but investigation 
disclosed that her “child of shame” was none 
other than the child of her priest-seducer. 
Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth 75 cents. 

Auricular Confession and Popish Nun- 
neries. By Wm. Hogan, for twenty-five 
years a confessing priest. A revelation of the 
licentions practices of the priests and nuns in 
these religious brothels, There is no questiou 
that Ex-priest Hogan knew the truth of the 
tales of vice, seduction, andinfanticide he gives 
in this volume, and equally there is no question 
that if the people generally knew of them, Ca- 
tholicism would not be given the vast amounts 
of money now allowed it by our various city 
governments. Price, paper, 50 cents, cloth 75 


cents. 

The Priest in Absolntion. A, Review of 
the system of auricular confession. including 
copious extracts from the “Confessional Un- 
masked,” from the “ Master Key to Popery,” 
etc. The work is a protest against and an appeal 
to every American citizen to examine carefully 
and thoughtfully a religious system so invasive 
of privacy, so powerful for evil in licentions 
hands, 80 fraught with danger to female mod- 
esty, to the ingenuous openness of youth. 
and to the freedom of thought, speech. and 
action. Price. paper, 25 cc nts. 

Priestly Celibacy Exposed A lecture by 
the Rev. Geo. Townsend Fox, of Durham, Eng- 
land. Revised American edition, showing the 
result in parishes of the Roman decree that 
priests shall not mary. Price, paper, 15 cents. 

Sister Lucy and Her Awful Disclosares 
Respecting New Hall Convent, Bore- 
ham, Essex, England. Showing that convents 
are inimical to chastity, virtue, and freedom. 
Price, paper, 10 cents. 

THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York City. 


FU ina J{utshel. 


By ASA AUGER 


A condensation of the fundamental arguments 
against Christianity. 


A Very Good Little Missionary Work. 


Address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Price, 15 cents. 


BH Will be sent for $4.50, The 
: 2.75 Pin and THe TRUTH 
EEKER one year for $5. 


Ingersoll Souvenir Spoon 


AND 
THE TRUTH SEEKER 


; ONE YEAR, 
Will be sent for $4.75. Sugar Spoons and Trura 
SEEKER, $5. Either kind (Tea or Sugar) Spoon 
gilt bowl, 50c. more, 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


SISTER LUCY 


Her Awful Disclosures 


AS O ECW BULL CONVERT. 


And 2 Fow Words on Auricular Confssion. 
KTOS - - - ~ - IR conte. 


Hard Knocks 
at Christianity. 


By R. WHEELER. 


, This book is just what its title implies—thump- 
ing whacks at-superstition. ít deals with the 
effect of Christianity on the world, showing 
what Christians have done to advance their relig- 
ion and impede the progress of man. It shows 
t it Jesus was a false prophet, that the gospels’ 
are vot authentic, and that Christianity is a bor- 
rowed system of religion. That the Bible is not 
in accord with Science, that the atonement 
scheme is futile and foolish, and that religion is 
notareal benefit to man. 


Prico, 20 cents, six for $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SHEKER. 14 


WANTED — 500,000 Freethinkers to stop ‘at 
Richter’s Hotel, Cullman, Ala. 


6t46 


4nd STEREOPT 5, all prices, Views Hlustratin 

every subjecct for P NS "EXHIBITIONS, eta. s 
Aprofitable business fora man with a smallcapital, Also, 

Lanterns for Home Amusement. 250 page Catalogue freo. 

MoALLISTER; Mfg. Opticians, 49 Nassau St, NeYr 
“eows 


CHOLERA, DIPHTHERIA, Dysen tery 
Piles, Quinsy, Catarrh. Tne Antidose tor $1. 
Agents wanted. Dr. G.H. MILLER, 2,333 Hicory 
street. St. Louis, Mo., former addres» 1,441 south 
Twelfth street, Denver, Col. 20628 


i THE: 


“Otto Wettstein” WATCH, 


Perfected, new model, 16 jewels. full adjustec 
to heat, coid, and position. beautitul double sunk 
dial, and all modern improvements; guaranteed 
a perfect timer Price, in silverine dust-proof 
cases, $17; 4-ounce coin sliver, $23. In best filled 
gold case, open-face, dust-proof, $26; hinged 
case, $28 to $30; hunting, $380 to 835; 14 carat, 
solid gold, #45 to $150. Nickel works, 32 more. 

Regular Grade American Watches,— 
Silverine case, 7 jewels, $6; 11 Jewels, $7.50; 15 
jewels, $9; aitto, adjusted, $11; ditto, 17 jewels 
$15. ln finer ca-~es, add as avove. 

Lauies’ American Gola Watchese—All 
latest styles. in plush cases; best fitled, 7 jewels, 
$14; 11 Jewels, $15.0; 15 jewels, 420; 14 carat soud 
gold, #10 more. Heavier, more elaborate, and 
diamond-set cases, from $5 to $100 more. 

_ All watches sent wita written guarantee, kept 
in order 1 year, and after that time cleaned for $1 
and returned free. . 

Suudries, Lower grade nickel watches, $5, 
84, and $3. Best speciacles, $1; best razor, $2; 
best triple-plat.d teaspoons, $1.80; table spoons, 
$3.60; Knives, $1.75; forks, $1.75; all for sets of 6. 
Solid si:ver spoons, $).85 per ounce; sulid silver 
souvenir spoons. $1, #1. .5, $1.50, $2 to $3. 

Wne Colonel ingersoil.—Tea, $2.50; orange, 
$2.75; sugar, $3; gilt bowls, 50 cents more 
Etched (teas only): 

“the Time to be Happy is Now,” 
50 cents extra. 

The 'korch of Reason Badge, solid gold, 
enameled in 5 colors, small pins, $2, $2.75, and 
$3.50. With diamonds, šo, $8. Large, $3. $4, $5, 
$15. Charms, $3, $4, $5, $6, $7.50, 8:0, $15 $20, #30. 

Diamonds, 20 per cent. below market price. 
Send for price lists, cards in colors and gold of 
badge, tracts, etc., free. Ail goods prepaid (ex- 
cept knives and forks) and cash refunded at op- 
tion. Watch cleaned $1, ano returned free. 

OTTO WETTSTEIN, Rochelle, LL 

P.S.—The “Ingersoll Souvenir Spoon” tree 

with every $20 order. 5 with $100 order. 


STRONG, HEALTHY MANHOOD 


ooklet will be sent to their address for 
en cents, sealed in a plain envelope, 
iving causes and symptoms of thecom- 
; plaints, and a description of the Doctor's 
important medical discovery—an Oute 
ward Application—a positive cure—the only rem- 
2dy of the kind in existence—with evidences of suc- 


cess, Address, DR, R, P, FELLOWS, 
Say where you saw this adver. Vineland, N. 3. 
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THE LORD’S HAND FALLS ON ZEKE. 


s And it came to pass in the sixth year, in the sixth month, in the fifth day of the month, as I sat in mine house, and 
‘ the elders of Judah sat before me, that the hand of the Lord God fell there upon me.—Ezek. viii, 1. 


JY ous of the Week. 


Irany’s financial situation is very serious. 


` PRINOE ALEXANDER, of Battenberg, is 
dead. 

Franois Parkman, the American histo- 
rian, is dead. 


Tue trolley has been successfully ap- 
plied to Erie canal boats, experimentally, 


Canapa is to hav a forest reservation of 
thirteen hundred square miles in the Ni- 
pissing district. 


Rev, Caartes F, Deems, pastor of the 
Church of the Strangers, of New York, 
died on Nov. 18. 


Tux Sultan of Morocco has ordered the 
Riff tribes to cease their warfare against 
the Spaniards at Melilla. 


Wint1am H. Beers, who built up the 
business of the New York Life Insurance. 
Company, died last week. 


GENERAL Boots, commander-in-chief of: 
the Salvation Army, is coming to the: 
United States for a six months’ tour. 


SEORETARY CARLISLE has ordered the 
release of the ten Russian convicts picked. 
up at sea and landed at San Francisco, 


The new, pro tem., mayor of Chicago, 
George B. Swift, has ordered the closing: 
of all the gambling houses in that city. 


PETER Inrrson Tsonarxowsky, the fa~ 
mous Russian composer, died at St. Peters- 


burg on Nov. 5th of cholera, six hours 
after he fell ill. 


STRIKE of street car employees in Mar- 
seilles, France. Fifty cars destroyed and 
number of horses injured. Troops dis- 
persed the rioters. 


R 


UR 
fA 
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The Clergyman’s Victims, 


A LIBERAL SIORY, 


By Mas. E. . Baru. Price, 25 cents. 


ANEW WORK 
BY 
ARTHUR B. MOSS, 
Author of “The Bible and Evolution,” 
ENTITLED 


Christianity and Evolution, 


i With preface by 
J. M. WHBEELER, Sub-editor of Freetntnker. 


Price, $1. Order at once. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Is Controversy Dangerous? 


By W. F. JAMIESON. 


This little book goes down to the very bed- 
rock of human liberty. 


Price, - - ~ 25 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


OMATHOZ 


AY 


PA 


Senone - 


| 


Price. 50 cents. 
AI Di ESS 


‘Khe Sruth Seeker, 


HowTo Preserve Health, 


By LOUIS BARKAN, M.D. 

Fordyce Barker, M.D., Professor 
Bellevue Medical College says of it, 
writing to the author: “I regard your 
book as the most sound, sensible, and 
useful book on the topics which it dis- 
cusses that I hav met with. I wish it 
could be in the hands of every intelli- 
gent head of a family. I am particu- 
cularly pleased with one feature of it, 
that it does not profess to teach dos- 
ing and drugging. I congratulate you 
on the wisdom and success of this ef- 
fort.” 

Other noted physicians recommend 
it just as highly. 

Price, cloth, gilt side stamp, $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER Co, 
2Lafayette place, New York. 


I. F. Menaces, the embezzling president 
of the Northwestern Guaranty Loan and 
Trust Company, has been arrested in 
Guatemala. 


. THE great coal strike in England is 
over, after a four months’ fight that has 
been as disastrous as a real war. Lord 
Rosebery acted as arbitrator. 


Deutfhe Sreigeift-Biidher. 
Wier haben folgende Bücher in 
Denfder Sprahe weldhe fehr berühmt find. 


r, Die Zerthümer Mofes,” 
Eine Fritifde Beleuchtung des Pentatenc fiir 
Widerfprud) zur modernen Weltan- 

fhauung und Gefittung. : 
von Gol. R. ©. Ingerfoll, Preis 50 Cents. 


Das Weib und ihre Stellung zur 
Religion nud Mirde am Ende 
-deg 19. Jahrhunderts. 

von Helene H. Gardener, Preis 50 Cents, 


Tae House of Commons adopted an 
amendment to the Parish Councils Bill 
conferring the suffrage upon women in 
local government and parliamentary elec- 
tions, 


Henry JLasovcHerr, in his paper,. 
London Truth, characterizes the *' strug-. 
gle” of the British South African Com-. 
pany with the Matabeles as ‘‘a battue,, 
not a war.” 


Tum Farmers’ Loan and Trust Company- 
of New York has brought suit against: 
the Northern Pacific Railroad for the: 
foreclosure of mortgages aggregating: 
$53, 000,000. 


A CatTHolio paper opposes the indict- 
ment of members of the American Pro- 
‘| tectiv Association for conspiracy. For 
such ‘‘martyr-making”’ proceedings it 
would substitute the boycott. 


RoseErt.BeaR has been sent to prison in 
Australia for selling the paper, Hard Cash. 
Others are threatened with the same fate, 
The offense consists im exposure of the 
crimes connected with the recent great 
bank failures in that country. 


THe World’s Fair of 1900 will be held in 
Paris. The site will include the Champs. 
de Mars, the grounds of the Palais du. 
Trocadéro, the Quai d’Orsay, the Esplan-. 
ade des Invalides, the Quai de la Confér-- 
ence, the Cours la Reine, and the Palais de: 
l’Industrie, 


By the joint action of Congress and the 
Supreme Court of the United States, the: 
fund arising out of the sale of the property; 
of the Mormon church, held under orders: 
by the courts for the past few years, has: 
been turned over to the Mormon church 
authorities for distribution. The fund 
ae to several hundred thousand 

ollars. 


“Moderne Gitterddummerung, 
von Gol. R. ©. Ingerfoll, Preis 25 Cents. 


„Wunder und Wunderthiter, 
von Sohn Ped, Preig 20 Cents, 


> Glaube und Vernunft, 
oer LE BON SENS. 
des romifch-Fatolifcen Priefters Jean Meslier. 
Nach dem franzöifhen Original tiberfest von 
Fraulein Unna Knoop. 

301 Seiten, Seinwand, $1.00, Papier, 50 Cts. 
Diefe Bücher find in Papier Umfdlag und 
Haren Dru. Unfere Dentfden Lefer 
follten es weit verbreiten. 


Adreffire, “The Truth Seeker,” 


28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, New York. 


SURVEYORS, ATTENTION! 


A rare chance is offered fora surveyor to get a 


TRANSIT CHEAP. 


We have one for sale, in good order, with 
Tripod, which cost $160. We will sell it fer 
half-price—g80. Address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
Agent's profits per month Will prove 
J J it or pay forfeit. New art'cles just out. 
A 81.50 sample and terms free. Try us. 
UHIDESTER & Son, 26 Bond St., N. Y. 
18t48 
AGENTS "ARK 100, EER 
CENT PROFIT 
and more, get sample free, best- 
known goods in all America, Cor- 
sets, Belts, Brushes. Safety Razors. 
Curlers, Insoles, Plasters. and all our 
otuer popular goods. (Elther sex.) 
Address Dr. GEO. A SCOT 
842 Broadway, N. X. City. 


Priestly Gelibacy Exposed, 


By Rev. G. T. Fox, M.A. 
Prioe.15 cents. Address this office. 


the druggists, 


A new Paris invention, recently intro- 
duced in New York, is likely to be hard on 
“ Laundering the stom- 
ach” consists in running into the stomach, 
through a rubber tube, a quart of warm 
water. It is allowed to remain a short 
time, and four doses are given at each 
treatment. ‘‘ Laundering” is aimed par-. 
ticularly at dyspepsia, 


It is proposed to form ‘‘'The Catholic: 
Women’s National League of America.” ' 
It has for its aim ‘‘self-improvement and! 
the enterprise of philanthrophic work for- 
the uplifting and advancement of human-- 
ity.” This includes reading circles, day- 
nurseries, free kindergartens, temperance: 
societies, homes for working girls, moth-. 
ers’ meetings and training classes, and! 
societies for the solution of the domestic: 
service problem. Unlike the Woman’s: 
Christian Temperance Union, it does not: 
appear to contemplate any resort to law, 
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aa “Gravitation would draw a saint over a precipice, despite his prayers, = 
= = withthe same energy it would a stone ++-' The utterance of prayer = 
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M OAN e 
A GOOD COMPARISON—THE FOLLY 


TO NEW READERS OF THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


We send this issue of The Truth Seeker to a great many Liberals who are not subscribers, with an earnest invitation to them 
to become such, and thereby help along the Liberal cause. ` 

We would also respectfully call their attention to the many points of excellence of the Paper. 

Tun Teura Seeker is the Largest Freethought Journal in the World. l 

The Cartoons of Heston appear each week, and each picture is worth the cost of the paper a year to one who appreci 
ates plain and telling arguments against ecclesiasticism. 

Tye TRUTH SEEKER constantly prints the most varied and entertaining Selection of Original Papers of any Liberal Journal. 
Its Contributors are all the noted Liberals of the country. All that Col. R. G. Ingersoll gives to the Public can be found 
in Tur Truru SEEKER, and that Poet of Freethought, Samuel P. Putnam, writes more for its columns than for any other. The 
Liberal speakers send us accounts of their journeys, and the best writers of Freethought freely devote their services to the 
cause of Liberalism through the colums of THE Trura Seeker. Charles Watts, perhaps the greatest Debater of our time, cer- 
tainly the foremost Secular orator of England, will send us monthly letters from England with all the news of our movement there 
and such reflections and pertinent observations as will surely make every English Secularist living in this country and Canada want to 
read Taz Trurn Seeker. George E. Macdonald, one of the rarest combinations of humorist, satirist, philosopher, logician, has been 
engaged to write regularly for our columns. As the “Man With the Badge Pin,” he is known to nearly all the Liberals of the country, 
and we are willing to make him known to more. 

Tur Truta Serer gives all the news of Freethought, and is always on Guard Against the Encroachments of Ecclesiastics 
upon the People’s Liberties. i 

Tue Truru SEEKRE is devoted to the defense of Mental Liberty, of American Institutions, and the Preservation of 
the United States Constitution, so far as regards religious tests and the maintenance of human rights. It advocates the aboli- 
tion of all laws based on religion -or religious observances. It demands the taxation of church property. It is uncompromis- 
ingly opposed to anything tending toward a union of church and state, either in name or in fact. 

The Sunday Question is now to the front all over the country. On that Taz Trura Seeker will voice the demands of 
the Liberal minded men and women of the country, and nowhere else will the rights of the people as against Puritanism be 
found so sturdily defended. 

To sum it up, THE TRUTH SEEKER is the biggest, best, and bravest Freethought joarnal in the world, and if you are a Liberal 
or Freethinker, you want it and ought to take it. We appeal also to fair-minded Christians to hear our side and then decide. 
Bigots and fanatics, we suppose, wouldn’t take it on any terms. 

SEE OUR PREMIUM OFFER FOR NEW SUBSCRIBERS on the second and third pages. Take advantage of one of 
these offers, or send $3 for a Year’s subscription, or $1 for four months’ trial. THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


754 THE TRUTH SEEKER, DECEMBER 2, 


1893. 


The fost Magnificent Work Ever Published by the Freethough t Press. 


FourHundred Years of Freethought. 


BY SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 

The object of this work is to present the Course of Freethought throughout the Civilized World for 
the last Four Centuries, from the time of Columbus and Bruno to the time of Ingersoll. 

It will be a radical Historic Record of the Greatest Developmeuts of the Human Race. 

It will reveal Freethought as an Intellectual, Moral, Literary, Social, Industrial, and Political 


Movement. IAS : . ; 
Tt will show what Freethought is in itself and how manifold are its influences, and with what 


hope and promise we can hail its future triumph. . 


“Four Hundred Years of Freethought” will Embrace the most Illustrious Pages 
of Human History. 


adorned with the brightest Genius, radiant with the most splendid Poetry, rich with the greatest Inven- 
tions and Discoveries and ennobled with Freedom’s most shining advance. 
Nothing Can be More Interesting, 
more inspiring to the Pioneer Workers of to-day—to those who are still in the van for Human Rights and 
Progress. The struggle is not ended and what is already won must be carefully guarded. Eternal vigi- 
lance is the price of liberty; and from the Past we must ever learn Great Lessons for the Future. 
NO LIBERAL CAN AFFORD TO BE WITHOUT THIS BOOK. 
It will contain the Greatest Thoughts and the Greatest Deeds of the Greatest Men 
In One Harmonious and Magnificent Whole, 
a vivid picture of man’s sublimest evolution, with the added glory of 
-WOMAN'S EMANCIPATION 
from the chains and slavery of a barbaric creed and church. 
THE FIRST PART of the book will deal with Freethought as a Universal Power, as a Spirit, a 
Method, a prevailing but unorganized Influence in every Department of Human Growth. 


THE SECOND PART will deal wth Freethought as an Organized Movement, especially in America 
and Europe; and this history is of equal importance with the first, and should be justly understood 


and the Pioneers of our work recognized. 


4 The first part will embrace the following Grand Departments: E 

Philo.ophy.| Science. | Education and Literature. Government and Politics. , Woman’s Emancipation. 
Bruno. Copernicus. thies. Boccaccio. Lessing. Voltaire. Gambetta. Madame Roland. 
Spinoza. Galileo. Bacon. Rabelais. Schiller. Rousseau. Castelar. Mary Wollstoncraft. 
Descartes. | Kepler. Comenius. Cervantes. Goethe. French Salon. Bradlaugh. | Harriet Martineau. 
Locke. Da Vinci. | Pestalozzi. Marlowe. George Sand. | French Revo- rrison. Frances Wright. 
Hume. Newton. Froebel. Shakspere. George Eliot. lution. Phillips. Lucretia Mott. 
Hobbs. Humboldt. | Combe. Gibbon. Victor Hugo. | Thomas Paine. Parker. Ernestine L. Rose. 
Kant. Lyell. Spencer. Burns. Emerson. \ Jefferson. Sumner. Lydia Maria Child. 
Hamilton. | Darwin. Owen. Shelley. Heine. Mazzinni Lincoln. argaret Fuller. 
Comte. Tyndall. Holyoake. Byron. Thoreau. Bentham Bakounine. | Elizabeth Cady Stanton. 
Biichner. Huxley. Haeckel. Pushkin. Whitman. Mill Warren. Susan B. Anthony. 
Feuerbach. Girard Tcherny- Ingersoll. Garabaldi. Petrofsky. Matilda Joslyn Gage. 

Lick. chewsky. Heinzen. Helen H. Gardener. 

: Annie Besant. 
THE PORTRAITS OF THESE ILLUSTRIOUS REFORMERS 


in every domain of Human Thought and Progress will adorn the pages of this volume. 

The Second Part of this volume will be devoted especially to organized Freethought and the Liberal 
Press in modern times. The Truth Seeker, Investigator, Ironclad Age, Secular Thought, Freethinkers’ Maga- 
zine, Independent Pulpit, Lucifer, the Freethinker, Agnostic Journal, etc. 

It will give a history of the 


GREAT INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS 


at Chicago, the Freethought Federation of America, the American Secular Union, the various state and 
local organizations, the Canadian Secular Union, the British Secular Union, and other Liberal associations 
throughout the world. 

It will contain the portraits of those who, up to the present time, have been identified with Free- 
thought work—editors, lecturers, officers of societies, and those who, as representative men, have won dis- 
tinction in other fields of effort. There will be the portraits of 
George E. Macdonald, Capt. R. C. Adams, 

E. M. Macdonald, John R. Charlesworth, 
L. K. Washburn, Samuel P. Putnam, 


Ernest Mendum, John E. Remsburg, 
Charles Watts, Frankliu Steiner, 


Susan H. Wixon, 

Mrs. Charles Watts, 
Mrs. Robert C. Adams, 
Mrs. M. A. Freeman, 
Katie Kehm Smith, 


Dr. E. B. Foote, Sr., 
Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., 
Prof. J. H. Cook, 

E. H. Heywood, 
Otto Wettstein, 


Horace Seaver, 
J. P. Mendum, 
D. M. Bennett, 
Parker Pillsbury, 
Elizur Wright, 


T. ©. Leland, GQ. W. Foote, J. D. Shaw, Stephen Pearl Andrews, Lucy N. Colman, 
T. B. Wakeman, Saladin, E. A. Stevens, James Parton, Lillian Leland, 
Judge ©. B. Waite. J. R. Monroe, H. L. Green, Abner Kneeland, Amy -Post. 


and other men and women who have contributed to the advancement of Freethought and whose names 
should be remembered throughout the Liberal ranks. There will also be about 


ONE HUNDRED BIOGRAPHIES, 


and in these will be given a picture of Freethought progress which will be most interesting and valuable, 
for it is in individuals that we find the best interpretations of the age. 


The Price of This Superb Book is $5.00, 


and not for the same amount of money can there be found such an array of facts, such a survey of history, 
and such a galaxy of Freethought. 

Mr. Putnam is now devoting his whole time to this work and it will be published at the earliest 
possible moment. 

The name of every Subscriber who sends five dollars before the work is on the press 
will be enrolled in this book. DON’T FAIL TO SUBSCRIBE AT ONCE. ` 

This book will contain i l 
Over Six Hundred Pages of Printed Matter and Over One Hundred Portraits. 


it will be elegantly bound. It wiil be a book for the home and the fireside. It will be a book to give t 
your friends when they ask, What is Freethought—what has it done and what is it doing in the world? 
This is the most universal presentation of Freethought ever given to the public, and no Freethink« 
can afford to be without it. It is a library in itself. 
^` Address orders to THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette place, New York, 


HOW TO GET 


FOUR HUNDRED YEARS 
OF FREETHOUGHT 


FREE 


SPECIAL OFFER. 

We have made arrangements with 
Mr. Putnam whereby we are enabled 
to make our friends a most generous 
offer. 

We need more subscribers to Tue 
Truru SEEKER, and every Freethinker 
needs “Four Hundred Years of Free- 
thought.” Not all are able to pay $5 
for it, but everyone can do a little 
work to obtain a copy — congenial 
work, that will do great good all 
around. This is the offer: 


Send us Four New 
Yearly Subscribers at 
regular rates ($12 in 
all, and we will send 
the Getter-up of the 
Club a copy of ‘FOUR 
HUNDRED YEARS OF 
FREETHOUGHT,” 
FREE OF CHARGES, 


And further, to aid our friends in 
getting this book for themselves, we 
will offer 
To the New Subscribers as a 

Premium, 
post free, a copy in boards of 


Old Testament Stories 


Comically Illustrated 
By WATSON HESTON, 


THE GREATEST BOOK OF ITS KIND EVER 
CONCEIVED. 


Or, if preferred, a copy cloth-bound of 
W, S. BELL’S 
Handbook of Freethought. 

With these Splendid Works as pre- 
miums there ought to be no diffculty 
in getting hundreds of clubs of sub- 
scribers. 


Remember, to the Getter-up of The Club, 
FOUR HUNDREO YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT, 
free, 


To each New Subscriber in the club, a pre- 
mium of a Dollar Book—either ‘*Old Testament 
Stories Comically illustrated,” or W, S, Bell's 
“Handbook of Freethought,” in Cloth—all free 
by post or express, 


This really brings the price of the _ 
paper down to $2 to each new sub- 
scriber, as they get Tue Trura SEEKER 
one year and a dollar book for $3. 


A Club of Four New Sub- 
scribers and $12 ($3 only 
from each) does this. 


We want to extend our circulation, 
and we want to help our friends to 
help us. 

It ought not to be difficult to get 
four New Subscribers in any town in 
the country, especially with these 
Splendid Premiums to assist. 

Those who get up these Clubs will 
receive their copies of “ Four Hundred 
Years of Freethought” as soon as the 
book is issued. 

Those who send a Club and 
Four New Subscribers and 
$12 before the book is printed, 
will have their names en- 
rolled in its shining pages. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


28 Lafayette Place, 
NEW YORK, 
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THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


FOUNDED BY D. M. BENNETT. 


E. M. Maoponaup, 


Editor and Manager. 
28 LAFAYETTE PLAOE, NEW YORK. 


SATURDAY, - - - - DECEMBER 2, 1893. 


SUBSCRIPTION RATES; 


Single subscription, in advance. ...cscccccrecccccccvccaceeceeee $3 00 
One subscription two years, in advance 
TWO NOW 8UbsoriborS....ssssessssessosaresscsasacaaaasacaasaserara 
One subscription with one newsubscriber, in oneremittance. 5 00 
One subscription with two new subscribers, in one remit- 


Any number over five at the same rate, invariably with one 


remittance. 


Money should de sent by express company’s Money order, 
postal order, draft on New York, or .by registered letter. 
Address communications and make drafts, checks, post-opice 
and express money orders payadle to E. M. MACDONALD, 

28 Lafayette place, New York. 


SPECIAL NOTICE.—We shall be obliged to our 
readers if they will send us the name and address of 
any Freethinker who is not a regular subscriber. 


SOME HANDSOME PREMIUMS. 


To induce new subscriptions and prompt renew- 


als on the part of our friends we make the follow- 
ing handsome premium offers: 


For $6.50 we will send Tse Trura SEEKER one 
year ($3) and S. P. Putnam’s “Four Hundred 
Years of Freethought” ($5). By taking advantage 
of this or our Free offer of the book (see opposit 
page) there is no reason why every Freethinker in 
the country should not possess this splendid work. 


For $5 we will send Taz Trurux SEEKER one 
year ($3) and “Paine’s Great Works Complete” 
($3). This edition of Paine’s works contains a 
picture of Paine, of the statue proposed to be 
erected in Chicago, and of his monument in New 
Rochelle. 


For $5 we will send Tae Trure SEEKER one 
year ($3) and “The World’s Sages, Thinkers, and 


Reformers” ($3). By D. M. Bennett. 


For $4.50 we will send Tue Trurs SEEKER one 
year ($3) and James B. Alexander’s Dynamic The- 
ory ($2.75). This is a splendid offer, for every one 
wants this book. It has over a thousand large 
pages and more than four hundred illustrations. 
It is a digest of Science, and every one who studies 
it cannot help but be well-informed in all scientific 
matters. 

For $4.50 we will send Tue Taura SEEKER one 
year ($3) and “The Freethinker’s Pictorial Text- 
Book ” in cloth ($2.50). 

For $4 we will send Tue Trura SEEKER one year 
($3) and “ The Freethinker’s Pictorial Text-Book” 
in boards ($2). 

For $4 we will send Taz Trut SEEKER one year 
($3) and a copy of “Old Testament Stories Comic- 
ally Illustrated,” in cloth covers ($1.50). 

For $3.50 we will send Tax Trura SEEKER one 
year ($3) and “Old Testament Stories Comically 
Illustrated,” in board covers ($1). 

This is a splendid opportunity to obtain books 
which every Liberal desires to hav, at an exceed- 
ingly low price. Old and new subseribers can 
avail themselvs of it, and we shall be glad if ‘our 
present readers will call the attention of their 
friends to the values offered. 


marks: “ What is not of divine institution must be 
a matter of human choice. 
human choice cannot be essential.” 


tinguished from the human? 


new glad gospel of liberty. From the close of the 


Revolution to this hour the work of involution has 

proceeded. The sects hav come closer and closer 

together; contiguity gave additional social and - 
political power and fanned into intense heat the 

dream of universal dominion; synchronously re- 

ligious freedom was lessened and the love of it 

grew weaker as men became habituated to its 

practical denial. To-day the faces of nearly all the 

sects are turned homeward, which is Romeward. 

Involution gains in velocity every decade. Greater 

and greater grow the throngs which year following 

year mase the journey to Canosa. None who wor- 

ship God and find the Bible divine are immune; 

all such are liable to the contagion. There is but 

one prophylactic, and that is scientific Freethought. 

Put no trust in phantoms; do not thiok that be- 

cause invention and literature hav given us domin- 

ion over nature and a superficial culture that the 

Universal (Roman) church, towards which Chris- 
tianity is surely gravitating, will be, except under 
compulsion, any the less a curse than it was in the 

Mid@e Ages. Any liberty that then may be en- 
joyed will not be the gift of the Church, She 
never gave the world any freedom which she could 
withhold, and she will be no better in her new in- 
carnation than she was in the old. 


The Mission of Freethought. 
Referring to episcopacy, the Living Church re- 


What is a matter of 


Religion presupposes that certain things are of 
divine institution® Which are they? How is the 
divine to be recognized? How shall it be dis- 
Who are competent 
to judge? 

Religion also assumes that what is of human 
choice is non-essential. Hence there at once begins 
a struggle to determin which of any two views is 
based on divine truth and which has the sanction of 
human wisdom only. 

“The devotees of each religious system brand as 
heretical the adherents of all others. They charge 
that their beliefs and forms of worship are human 
inventions. 

In these disputes time, money, and vital forces 
are prodigally wasted. Antipathies and bitter ha- 
treds are engendered. Victories are won and de- 
feats are suffered which make the victors proud, 
vainglorious, and domineering, and the vanquished 
deceitful, morose, atid revengeful. 

The sects are jealous and watchful of each other. 
All desire to be in the good graces of the civil 
power, and each fears that the other will thus se- 
cure advantages. Gradually the more powerful 
gain substantial recognition from the state. This 
makes them all the more greedy and unscrupulous. 
They begin to dream of supremacy over the un- 
churched masses and the smaller sects which dis- 
agree with them on questions which are more 
important on the human than the divine side. To 
gain their ends they somewhat tone down the 
sectarian differences and soften the denominational 
asperities which hav held them apart. They speak 
with unwonted emphasis of the few beliefs which 
they hay in: common, and ignore as much as possi- 
ble the many minor dogmas: which are now tacitly 
assumed to be human in their origin and therefore 
non-essential, although once held to be of divine 
parentage and hence vitally important. 

As this work of federation proceeds politicians 
become in turn attentiv, obsequious, subservient, 
slavish. They stand ready to do the bidding of the 
confederated priesthood. The Constitution and all 
state guarantees of religious liberty are disregarded 
and defied. Persecution grows apace. Every hour 
the ecclesiastical hierarchy grows more insolent in 
its demands, more aggressiv in its encroachments, 
becomes more firmly seated on the throne. At last 
the people awake. But is it not too late? Can 
they win back what they hav so foolishly lost? 
Time alone will reveal. We of this generation 
cannot know. ‘The outlook is black; the portents 
are Ominous. 


Thus we are led to see that the mission of Free- 
thought is two-fold: It must lift the people out of 
the mire of superstition, and it must giv them 
the light without which they cannot establish jus- 
tice. 

So long as the people believe in gods and saviors 

and heaven-sent books they cannot be trusted with 
political power. They hav it, to be sure, but they 
no more know to handle it than the baby knows how 
to safely play with a loaded pistol. So long as the 
masses can be humbugged with talk about “ divine 
institutions,” and believe the falsehood tl at « what 
is a matter of humun choice canuot be essential,” it 
will be impossible to permanently divorce church 
and state. So long as the hun an is subordinated 
to the alleged divine, equity and liberty can be only 
names. Jehoyah and Jesus must be laid in the 
tomb of the dead gods and savi: rs; the Bible must 
part with its sacred altributes; Chnstian morality 
must giv way to the ethics of evelution. While any 
of these old myths and unscientific conceptions 
maintain their hold on the human brain it is impos- 
sible to hav a just and free society. 
Education 38 the medicin which Freethinkers 
must administer to a creed sick wold. Get men 
and women to thinking induccisly and they will ap- 
proach the study of social problems in a spirit 
which will clarify for their eyes the most disturbed 
of moral aud econ mic pools where questions of 
transcendent importance to the race are drowned 
in floods of ink shed by the pens of men who 
hav reasoned from God to man instead of from 
man and his environment to a just social state. 
Freethought to-day rests on evolution and its 
corollaries. God is an assumption. Jesus is a 
myth, in ome view; a very imperfect ideal, in 
another. The Bible was not written by a god or 
at the dictation of a god. It was written by men, 
as all other books were or are written. 

Freethought, then, is commissioned to bring 
home the truths of science to the people and go 
free them from the bondage of ignorance und fear. 
Until they are thus freed we can hay no belief in a 
future for religious freedom and social justice. 
While they remain Christians they are unsafe 
citizens, for until they become free from theological 
chains they will be possible recruite for the army 
of theocracy, potential perverts to the Universal 
(Roman) church. Protestantism has never under- 


Once there was only c ne Christian church. Where 
its black flag waved religious liberty was unknown. 
Slowly and in spite of the most relentless and de- 
structiv persecution there evolved from this through 
the centuries hundreds ef religions. Light and 
succor and weapons had come to the poor slaves of 
the One and Universal from beyond its domains and 
from the hands of the students of nature, Here 
and there the principle of religious liberty secured 
attention. The right of private judgment was 
recognized. State and church were _wrenched 
apart. It seemed that at last it had come to be 
understood and even accepted by Christians that 
religion must stand unpropped by the civil power. 
But this belief was illusory. There hav always 
been those here in America who were heretic to the 
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stood the logic of the Protest. It has ever been as 
ready to damn those who exercised their freedom 
of judgment in the examination and rejection of its 
creeds as the Catholic church was to damn it for 
the same offense against the mother church. 

Never before were the Protestant churches so 
closely united in an attempt to force their beliefs 
upon dissenters by the use of the powers of the 
state. Never before were they so willing to join 
hands with the Catholic church in this reactionary 
work. Would that we could truthfully say that 
never before were the Freethinkers so wide awake 
and so resolute to defend their rights and to keep 
church and state separate, but, alas! we cannot. 

It is to arouse them to the necessity of action, 
prompt and untiring action, that a few sentinels 
continually sound the alarm. Freethought has a 
mission and that mission is to defend and preserve 
human liberty. 


Wanted—New Subscribers. 

We solicit the kind attention of our friends to 
the need which exists of increasing the subscrip- 
tion list of Taz Troura Seeger. There are several 
reasons for this, which our readers will readily see. 
First, It will do a world of good, by making more 
Liberals and by interesting those already liberal in 
the work of Freethought. 
great encroachments upon our liberties, and the 
people need to know about it, in order to defeat its 
tyranny. And those who read Tue TRUTH SEEKER 
are a hundred times more interasted and activ than 
those who do not. Second, It is a duty we o% to 
our fellow-men to giv them the light of reason we 
hav obtained. Liberalism makes for true civiliza- 
tion, and freedom from fear of au angry God makes 
men happier and better. Every Liberal should do 
all he can to lift up his neighbors from the darkness 
of superstition to the glorious plain of mental lib- 
erty. And, as Mr. Wakeman says, referring to the 
resolution regarding the Liberal papers passed at 
the late International Congress: “ They are the very 
life of the cause of intellectual and practical eman- 
cipation of the people. As such they are to be 
built up and sustained by constant care, payment, 
encouragement, and solicitation for subscribers for 
them.” Third, An increase in the list will relieve the 
readers from the occasional “duns” we are com- 
pelled to send out in order to get money with 
which to pay bills. If we can obtain two or three 
thousand new subscribers, the increased revenue 
will make the business work of the paper easier, 
and we can continue to improve the paper without 
fear of financial embarrassments. 

To reward those who will do a little for us in 
this matter we hav arranged to take a large num- 
ber of Mr. Putnam’s “Four Hundred Years of 
Freethought,” and to every one who sends us four 
new yearly subscribars at the regular rates of $3 
($12 in all), we shall send a copy of that magnifi- 
cent work free. Those who send the club before 
the book is on the press will be enrolled among the 
original subscribers and patrons in the book. 

And to make it easy to get these four new sub- 
scribers we will offer them as a premium either of 
two spendid works—The “Old Testament Stories 
Comically Illustrated,” or W. S. Bell’s “ Handbook 
of Freethought” in cloth binding. Our readers 
know the value of these books, and that about every 
Liberal in the country would like a copy of one or 
the other. Either one of these, as may be chosen, 
will be given to the new subscribers obtained in 
these clubs of four,-and a copy of “Four Hun- 
dred Years'of Freethought” to the one who gets 
up the club and sends the money and names. 

We cannot afford to make this premium to single 
subscribers, but to enable old subscribers and single 
new subscribers to obtain these and other desirable 
works at a great reduction, we hav made a list of 
premiums in connection with subscriptions to the 


!he church is making 


paper, to be found in the first column of the first 
editorial page of Taz Truru Szzxer. Weare willing 
to do our part toward making the obtaining of good 
Liberal works easy and cheap, and hope our read- 
ers will take advantage of the terms offered. 


Once more we ask that a favorable eye be turned. 


in our direction, and a helpful hand extended. As 
the resolutions of the International Congress ex- 
pressed it, Boom the Liberal papers and you boom 
the Liberal cause. 


a 
Four Good Books for German Freethinkers. 

We can supply, in the German language, the 
following four books which everyone knows to be 
good: 

“The Mistakes of Moses,” by Col. R. G. Ingersoll, 
50 cents. 

“Men, Women, and Gods,” b? Helen H. Gar- 
dener, 50 cents. 

« The Gods,” by Col. R. Q. Ingersoll, 25 cents. 

“Miracles and Miracle-Workers,” by John Peck, 
20 cents. , 

These are neatly printed, bound in paper covers, 
and are complete. Our German-reading friends 
should circulate these widely. 


“ The nation has no better friend than the mother whd 
teaches her child to pray.”—Ram’s Horn. 


Yes, it has, and tha friend is the mother who 
teaches her child to helfitsel’ by productiv work. 


It is easy to understand why the clergy are so 
opposed to any places but the churches being open 
on Sunday. They know that they cannot success- 


fully compete with rational teaching and good: 


amusements. Why, here is Rev. W. R. Andereck 
declaring that the World's Fair was a great detri- 
ment to church work. What was true of his church, 
he said, was true of almost every other congrega- 
tion in the country. Presumably he will oppose 
the opening of the next American World’s Fair on 
any day of the week! 


f MonTtTIoELLO, N. Y., November 14th, 

Joseph Osterhout, a retired farmer, dropped dead in a 
Methodist revival meeting here last night while engaged 
in prayer. 

“God moves in a mysterious way his. wonders to 
perform.” Probably no Christian will be able to 
giv a reasonable explanation of the killing of Mr. 
Osterhout in church. Had it been in an Infidel 
meeting we should at once hav understood that it 
was because he was caught in bad company. But 
it must hav been some kind of a “judgment.” 


The ministers of Savannah are nearly unanimous 
in the opinion that the practice of women preach- 
ing and exhorting should be discouraged. These 
are your simon-pure Paulists. They know what 
the Bible teaches. They want none of the infidel- 
ity of woman’s rights in theirs. But they are very 
‘“‘chivalrous” in their defense of the sex—when it 
costs nothing more than the trampling of law and 
the infliction of torture. If their “honor” called 
for the recognition of the principle of equal justice, 
they would be as meek as Moses and as unresisting 
as Quakers. 


e 

The American Bible Society has sent a donation 
of four hundred Bibles and Testaments, worth, at 
first-cost, $177 50, to the Sea Island sufferers. The 
Red Cross Society, acting through Clara Barton, 
will distribute these volumes. Therein the victims 
of the cyclone, who saved nothing but their lives, can 
read that ‘the Lord hath his way in the whirlwind 
and the storm,” and so hav definit information as 
to the cause of their misfortunes. If he has his 
way in the storm, and if in the storm they lost their 
Bibles, it is nothing less than flying in the face of 
providence to send them more Bibles to take the 
place of those he deliberately destroyed. 


The Churchman says: “That the excise fund 
and the taxation and general fund of the city treas- 
ury should be diverted from their proper use to 
support any institution whose purpose is the 
spreading of any particular form of Christianity is 


an atrocious scandal, and should call up in arms 


every one who values the true principles of the Amer- 
ican republic.” Good for our Episcopalian con- 
temporary! But we havy seen so much halting 
and limping logic in Christian publications that 
we are almost afraid to ask the Churchman if it 
favors the taxation of church property. And what 
does it think of the payment of public money to 
chaplains? And of the atrocious scandal of relig- 
ious instruction in the public schools? 


Talk about “cranks”! 
Germany's young war lord: 


“I want Christian soldiers who say their Lord’s 
Prayer. Soldiers are not to hav a will of their own. 
You must hav but one will, and that is my will; one law, 
and that is my law.” 

Let the soldiers of Germany be humble and obey. 
As good Christians they must not murmur. Peter, - 
who stood next to “the chiefest of the Apostles,” 
has distinctly indicated their duty in the thirteenth, 
fourteenth, and eighteenth verses of the second - 
chapter of his first general epistle, in these words: 

‘Submit yourselvs to every ordinance of man for the 
Lord’s sake, whether it be to the king, or unto governors, 
as unto them that are sent by him for the punishment of 
evil-doers, and for the praise of them that do well. . . . 
Servants, be subject to your masters with all fear; not 
only to the good and gentle, but also to the froward.” 


William is “froward” enough, undoubtedly, to 
test to the fullest their Christian virtues. But they 
must put up with all his cantankerous crankiness 
or go to hell; no doubt about that. “The throne 
and the cross hav always leaned against and sup- 
ported each other,” said Ingersoll in one of the first 
of his lectures. He must hav had a prophetic 
vision of the present emperor of Germany. 

Laa 

The Bible says that God gave us, through cur 
ancestor, Adam, dominion over all the beasts of the 
field and the fowls of the air. This Christians hav 
generally interpreted to be a license to slaughter, 
in mere wantonness, helpless birds and animals. 
One Rev. Thomas Dixon, of this city, thinks it com- 
patible with his labors as an expounder of the 
teachings of the “meek and lowly” to murder 
robins and other song birds in pursuit of “sport.” 
Last year he was heavily fined for killing robins on 
Long Island and was very indignant because the 
game wardens interfered with this work of “ sweet- 
ness and light.” Now the dailies inform us that he 
and his wife are hunting robins in Virginia. “ She 
accompanies him in all his hunts, carries her own 
gun, and shoots the birds on the wing.” A sweet, 
gentle pair, fit exemplars and instructors of the 
young! By the way, Christian ministers and 
moralistic newspapers make a great fuss over prize: 
fights, where nobody but willing participants is 
hurt, but who has heard a word from them in pro- 
test against the cruel and cowardly “sport” of 
pigeon shooting, where the only ones hurt are the 
unwilling participants, the poor birds? But was 
the Christian ever known to be consistent or to show 
a comprehension of justice? 


Just listen to William, 


The resolutions adopted by the International 
Congress of Freethinkers vigorously and rightly de- 
nounced the whole b-ood of amateur vice and crime 
societies with which this country is cursed. The 
Gerry Society of this city has just given us another 
object lesson in impudence and uselessness. One 
of its agents recently went into the Irving Place 
Theater and tried to get on to the stage to take off 
Miss Elvira Clemens, a young woman of eighteen, 
who has a part in a play now being performed there. 
He had a suspicion that Miss Clemens was under 
the age which girls must attain before the Society 
will graciously permit them to act. The manager, 
however, would not permit him to go behind the 
scenes, and so a summons to the police court fol- 
lowed. There it was established that the actress is 
eighteen, sure enough, whereupon Superintendent 
Jenkins, of the Society, “expressed himself as sat- 
isfied, but thought that Manager Conried should 
hav allowed the Society’s agent to see the young 
lady, and then all this trouble would hav been 
avoided.” Itdoes not appear to hay entered his mind 
that “all this trouble would hav been avoided” if 
he and the other meddlers of the Society had kept. 
their fingers out'of other people’s pie. And no oné 


seems to hav had 
him so. 


presence of mind enough to tell 


The Charleston (S. C.) Mews and Courier forci- 
bly contends that some questions cannot properly 
he submitted to the arbitrament of the ballot. 
And it givs a sharp point to its objections. in this 
way: “Itis interesting to reflect what would be 
the state of the country by this time if the people 
had been allowed to determin its religious condi- 
tions by ballot. A pretty mess they would hav 
made of it, to be sure.” Well, the “ mess ” is fairly 
well mixed already, but it is not very “ pretty.” The 
poople are determining religious conditicns by the 
ballot, or perhaps it would be slightly more accu- 
rate to say that the politicians are determining 
those conditions for fear of the ballot. The Sunday- 
closing condition was tacked on to the World’s 
Fair appropriation’ bill by Congress because the 
members of the law-making body were fooled by 
the forged petitions of the priests into believing 
that the people would vote them owt of their nice 
berths if they did not vote a religious dogma into 
the statutes. And all over the country the people 
are using the ballot to settle religious controversies. 
This is done every time a Sunday law is passed, 
every time the Bible is voted into the common 
schools, every time the exemption of church prop 
erty from taxation is sanctioned. Will the News 
and Courier follow its own logic to the end? 


—— eo 


There is no place in the Bible where God has pro vised 
to make a loafer happy.—am’s Horn. 

Let us see about that; it is not always safe to ac- 
cept without examination the assertions of Chris- 
tians in regard to the contents of the Bible. In the 
sixth chapter of Matthew, verses 25, 26, 28 to 81, 
inclusiv, and 33, 34, we read: 

“ Therefore I say unto you, Take no thought for your 
life, what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drin, nor yet for 
your body, what yeshall put on. Is notthe life more than 
meat, and the body than raiment? Behold the fowls of 
the air, for they sow not, neither do they reap, nor 
gather into barns; yet your heavenly father feedeth 
them. Are ye not much better than they? . .... 
“And why tke ye thought for raiment? Consider the 
lilies of the field, how they grow; they toil not, neither 
do they spin. And yet I say unto you that even Solomon 
in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. Where- 
fore, if God so clothe the grass of the field, which to- 
day is, and to-morrow is cast into the oven, shall he not 
much more clothe you, O ye of little faith? . . . . . 
“But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his right- 
eousness; and all these things shall be added unto you 
Take, therefore, no thought for the morrow, for the mor- 
row shall take thought for the things of itself. Sufficient 
unto the day is the evil thereof.” 


By loafing around, a la preacher, seeking the 
«kingdom of God, and his righteousness,” all other 
things were to “be added unto” the imitators of the 
larks and lilies; they were to hav food and raiment 
and all other good things given them, gratis. We 
should say that this was a very clear and definit 
promis to make loafers happy. The Ram’s Horn 


should be blown to a different note. 
a EERRnEne atti 


Theodore N. Shulz is a wealthy jeweler of New 
York. He was summoned the other day as a juror 
before Justice Truax, of the Supreme Court. | “ He 
refused to swear or affirm. He said he believed in 
only what he knew. He did not believe in God or in 
hell. He would not credit the evidence of any wit- 
ness, wh) would consent to be sworn or who 
had to take an oath to keep from lying. Judge 
Truax indorsed the notice to attend with these 
words: ‘Excused on the ground that he is not 
mentally qualified to act as a juror?” The World 
adds that Mr. Shulz is a well educated, intelligent 
man. What Justice Truax means by his statement 
that Mr. Shulz “is not mentally qualified to act as 
a juror” probably no one but himself knows. His 
words may hav been “writ sarcastic.” It is quite 
possible that he sees, as we do, that Mr. Shulz is 
altogether too keen-witted a man to make a good 
juror, estimating the qualifications of jurors by what 
they are, rather than by what they should be. Cer- 
tainly our independent fellow citizen has got it back 
neatly on the “good people.” They say that they 
cannot be'ieve a person who will not take the oath ; 
Mr. Shulz sharply retorts that he will not accept the 
evidence of any witness who has to take an oath 
in order to keep from lying! His is the more 
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reasonable position, for when a man confesses that 
he would lie if he did not put himself under. bonds 
to God to take a thrashing if he does lie we can 
not rid ourselvs of the suspicion that he will lie, 
trusting to his cunning to enable him to dodge God 
and escape the thrashing by “confession and avoid- 


ance” before he dies. 
<> 


Madison C. Peters, pastor of a New York church, 
writes in the Christian Intelligencer: “Coming 
howe from Chicago a few weeks ago, a man who, 
seeing nothing of the parson about me, spoke his 
mind freely on matters in general, finally boasted 
that he drew from thirty to forty per cent on his 
tenerent investments, and said that there was no 
money in first-class buildings. . Yet this man, whose 
vast incomes are wrung from the p< or, stands high 
in society and hopes to go to heaven when he dies. 
The wonder is that God Almighty does nct grind 
such men to pieces between the millstones of his 
wrath. If there is no hell, according to some peo- 
ple’s theology, I would be glad to head a subscrip- 
tion list to hav one built for these grasping, greedy, 
tenement-house landlords, who thrive by oppress- 
ing the poor and fare sumptuously every day be- 
cause of the enormous profits that come from in- 
vestments in the vilest tenement houses.” No 
doubt Mr Peters is sincere in the expression of his 
indignation against the landlords, but it does not 
seem to hav occurred to him that God made the 
landlords to oppress the poor and the poor to be- 
come the victims of the landlords. It is futil to 
reply that God gave them all free will, so that they 
could choose the good and refuse the evil. To re- 
fuse the evil is more than God has done, for, if he 
is the all-powerful being he is supposed to be, he 
has deliberately chosen the evil, and that from 
eternity. With infinit power foreknowledge is fore. 
action. There is no possible logical escape from 
this conclusion. God decreed, uncounted ages be- 
fore Mr. Peters was born, that the landlord he 
mentions should take his thirty to forty per cent 
rental. 


Churehly Purpose and Performance. 


Sunday bigotry is rampant in Missouri. The Kansas 
City Grocers’ Association is trying to force a few stores 
which remain open on Sunday to close. Of course the 
law is being appealed to by the Sundayites, In 
Chicago petitions are being circulated whose signers 
promis not to buy anything on Sunday—except sermons 
and church music, presumably. Following this we are 
not sarprised that some merchants want a law compelling 
everybody to lock up on Sunday _ It is always law in the 
priest’s interest. ‘...° * Seventh-Day Adventists will be 
tried for violation of the Maryland Sunday statutes at 
the November term of court in Kent and Queen Anne’s 
counties, *.*.* The Baxter County, Ark., grand jury has 
indicted sixty persons for using profane language, 


‘Now it is the turn of Cleveland, O. The Congregationa 


Club is setting about the suppression of all Sunday work 
and recreation. TheMail and Express sonounces 
that the Sunday question has got into politics at Newport, 
R. I. One of the candidates for mayor was proclaimed 
to be a churchman and favorable to the project to ‘close 
up the numerous small places of business on Sunday.” 
One more straw. °.*.* In Montreal the Minerve, ẹ 
Catholic organ, is shocked by the passing of Jews 
bakers’ wagons and the sight of Jewish milliners working 
at their windows on Sunday. The Lord’s Day Ob- 
servance Association of Canada will ask of the Ontario 
legislature that it specify the classes of electors who will 
be permitted to vote in Sunday car elections. Re- 
tail meat shops in Sioux City, Ta., which fail to- close 
voluntarily on Sunday, will be forced to do so by the 
law, pnt in operation by the other butchers, The 
Grocers’ Protectiv Association of Indianapolis has set 
out to ‘‘ procure a proper observance “f Sunday.” *.°. 

Tt is proposed to prosecute Robinson’s shirt factory at 
Bayonne, N. J., for noisy Sunday work. Nothing ig 
said about the church bells. *..:| At Knoxville, Tenn., 
four barbers were arrested for Sunday work. Jtwasat the 
instigation of another barber. Dogs in the manger are 
very numerous. *.°.* Sabbathcommittee formed at Cra- 
mer Hill, Pa., October 5th. *.*.* On October 16th sixty- 
three tailors were arrested in this city for violation 
of the Sanday law. They were held in bonds of $100 
each for appearance on November 16th. ‘.* The disci- 
ples of the ‘‘ gospel of peace ’ set an excellent example. 
When Protestant Sunday-schools and Catholic temper- 
ance and other societies organize juvenil military com- 
panies doubters may well question where can be found 
Christians who intend to *‘ resist not evil.” *.*.* The atti- 
tude of law-enforced Sunday observance toward justice 
is well shown in this dispatch from Victoria, B.9.: ‘A 
remarkable thing in connection with the Rathdrown 
homicide trial to-day is the fact that when it was sought 
to introduce the dying statement of the dead man, Jones, 
an objection was made, and sustained by the court, on 
the ground that it had been taken on Sunday, and it was 
therefore thrown out.” In most of the cases where 
Second Adventists bav been prosecuted for violation of 
the Maryland Sundav laws Judge Robinson refused to 
grant continuances until the decision of the Judefind case 
by the Court of Appeals, unless the prosecuted men 
would promis to abide by that decision when rendered. 
+.*.' Wails Rev. Crawford Johnson, Belfast: ‘‘ No Sabbath, 
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no worship; no worship, no religion; no religion, no 
morals; no morals—pandemonium.” *.*.‘ Westbrook’s 
“ legislativ Sunday,” like all other legal Sundays, is the 
preacher’s and swindler’s own. In the Westminster 
(England) county court recently a tailor was non-suited 
because the person who had failed to pay for his coat had 
ordered the garment on Sundav. Is superstition 
dead? This, from the London Freethinker, would seem 
to answer the question in the negativ: ‘‘ During the 
recent cholera panic at Tunis a woman named Nina 
Boucli gave out that she had been told by an angel in a 
dream that whoever drank of the water in her cistern 
would escape the malady. In two days twenty thousand 
persons passed through her courtyard to drink there. 
Their eagerness was so ¢ reat that riots took place among 
them. The street where Madam Boucli lived was blocked. 
Able-bodied adults carried their aged or paralytic 
parents and their infants to tonch with their lins the 
water, one drop of which, they hoped, would be enough 
to act asacharm. Another woman sells bits of ribbons 
to be pinned on the clothes the purchasers wear. She 
declares them to be a sovereign preservativ, and is be- 
lieved by many. A third makes a mark with charcoal on 
the foreheads of those who come to her.” Those 
good Christian ministers who went to Africa to carry the 
gospel of peace to the poor heathen seem to think that as 
they cannot convert they had better turn their attention 
to killing. Says Rev. Mr. Miller: ‘All are ready for 
the fray, and would only be too happy to wipe out Islam 
from the land. Captain Macdonald wants the Moham- 
medans put out of existence as well as out of the country; 
he says, quite rightly, that there will be no peace as long 
as there are Mohammedans about.” ~. “ Blasphemy ” 
is still a crime in Spain. The Freethought writer and 
poetess, Angela Lopez de Azala, has been sentenced to 
prison in Barcelona, her blasphemy being found in a con- 
tribution to the Nueva Catiora. At Camden, N. J., 
the ministers asked the chief of police to prevent a yacht 
race on the river on Sunday. The smaller yacht clubs 
are composed of young men whore only time for recrea- 
tion is Sunday. Of missions in South Africa the 
Natal Advertiser says: ‘The resident missionaries them- 
selvs are very far from above reproach, and the most 
charitable thing that can be raid of them is that they hav 
failed—utterly and irretrievably failed—to achieve a 
hundredth part of the work they are supposed to perform. 
7 As in warlike Mashonaland, in Pondoland the 
missjpnary is working on the side of war and bloodshed; 
he seems determined to secure his ends even at the risk 
of unrighteous war, and in the case of Pondoland there 
are many who would rejoice to see his Jesuitical designs 
frustrated.” *.*.* The idea of good Catholics utilizing the 
heretic Garibaldi for miracle purposes! But the Elvezia, 
of San Francisco, reports this: ‘As you are aware, in 
the north of Italy and Ticino, for some time past, there 
was nothing else talked about but the drv weather; and 
for the purpose of getting some rain, all the saints of the 
calendar were for their amusement carried about in pro- 
cession. A wealthy Novarese farmer, having spent some 
hundreds of franes in benediction, three days of prayers, 
wax candles, offerings, etc , without result, came to the 
conclusion that there were neither saints nor madonnas 
in paradise now worth a dry fig for imploring favors 
near the throne of God. And do you know what he did? 
One fine day he mustered his laborers, also all those of 
his neighborhood, and greatly surprised them by pre- 
senting to them a small statue of Garibaldi. ‘This man,’ 
he said, ‘has done some miracles for us in life, why 
should he not do soiu death? Shortly, Garibaldi was re- 
ligiously carried in procession among the arid fields; and 
twenty-four hours after the rain came! It will now re- 
qnire a special spiritual missionary to bring those good 
Novarese back to the Roman Catholic Apostolic Christian 
faith.” Kansas City, Mo., Nov. 23.—The grand 
jury has returned indictments against eight barbers for 
violation of the Sunday-closing law. A bill was also 
found against James H. Smith, manager of the Midland 
Hotel, for keeping the hotel barber’s shop open Sunday. 
Indictments were also returned against six grocers for 
violation of the Sunday Jaw. Margaret Sidney has 
gotten out a new book for the stupefaction of the brains 
of children. It is called ‘*The Child’s Day Book” and it 
contains morning and evening prayers, grace before 
meals, a text of scripture, and a selection of prose or 
poetry for each day. ‘.°.* The Mahoning (Ohio) Dis- 
patch tells of Frank Miller, of Columbiana county, that 
state, who saw at the World’s Fair a picture of the cruci- 
fixion of Jesus, and it made him a violent maniac. Now 
he talks only of the crucifixion. He must go to an asy- 
lum. *.*%.: Freethought lecturers in England hav plenty 
of rough Christian opposition to encounter. At Brighton 
Mr. Guest was speaking. The platform was stormed, the 
stand smashed, blows were given and taken, the lecturer 
received Christian spittle on his face, and at last the sec- 
retary and lecturer were taken by the police to the police 
station to protect them from the meek and non-resistant 
Christians, *.*.*° Sunday-closing agitation is rife at Dan- 
ville, Tl. A Cincinnati raloon- keeper announced 
a “grand Sunday opening.” He spent the Sunday 
injail. Suuday prosecutions were begun recently against 
tradesmen of the same class in Wallingford, Conn., 
Montreal, and Minneapolis. At Fond du Lae, 
Wis., cigar-makers hav passed resolutions of sympathy 
with barbers in their fight for Sunday closing. : 
Covington, Ky , barbers hav closed on Sunday and are 
now sharply watching one another, fearing desertions. 
; The pastors of Syracuse, N. Y., are moving for the 
“preservation of the Sabbath.” The ‘‘ pastors ” are very 
officiously in evidence these days. The Illinois 
Methodist Conference is strongly in favor of the ‘‘ Ameri- 
can Sabbath ” and declares that consistent Christians can 
not “‘ patronize any newspaper which debauches the Sab- 
bath of God, and defies and defiles the Sunday of the 
state by a Sunday edition,” but it does not say anything 
about the papers which get out a Monday issue. The 
Conference also praisesthe Chicago Record, which should 
be a sufficient hint to Freethinkers, «.*.: Rev. Dr. 
Scudder, of Jersey City, says that hereafter politics and 
religion ‘‘are to be combined. A religion that cannot 
exter politics is not worth having.” 


——-—— 


Readers will aid the cause by forwarding us 
names of their friends who might be interested in 
sample copies of Tus Trura SEEKER. 
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Gommunieations. 


Did Mr. Charles Bradlaugh Die an Atheist? 
SIR ISAAC HOLDEN, M P., THE REV. ALLEN REES, AND MRS. 
BRADLAUGH BONNER. l l 
30 Vrcrorra Roan, CLarnam Common, S. W.,Nov., 1893. 
To TuE Epiror or Tue Teruras Seexer, New York: 
The inclosed givs the latest example of a statement 
frequently made since Mr. Bradlaugh’s death. It 
is a source of considerable pain and annoyance to 
Mr. Bradlaugh’s friends, and entails upon me the 
ungrateful task of contradiction. 
You will be doing a great service if you will help 


me to make it clearly understood, through your f 


columns, that Mr. Bradlaugh’s opinions on theo- 
logical matters were absolutely unchanged at his 
death. The only person to whom he spoke on 
religious matters during his last illness was myself, 
and then he merely uttered a few words as to the 
futility of the Design Argument, as exemplified in 
his own condition and the present state of medical 
knowledge compared with the sufferings and treat- 
ment of the sick in the past, and the possibilities of 
greater alleviation of pain in the future. 

Mr. Charles Bradlaugh, I once more repeat, died, 
as he had lived, firm in his convictions as a con- 
scientious Atheist, and it can serve no useful pur- 
pose to assert the contrary. 

Asking for the favor of your help in the matter, 
I am, Yours truly, H. Brapiaves Bonner. 


The following correspondence speaks for itself: 


I.—LETTER FROM MRS. BRADLAUGH BONNER TO THE* REV. 
ALLEN REES. 
30 Vicroria RoAD, CLapHam Common, S.W., 
Oct. 18, 1893. 

Siz: 1 hav been informed that you preached a 
sermon on October 15th in the Wesleyan chapel, 
City road, upon “the death of the Wational Re- 
former,” that in the course of your sermon you 
asserted that the Atheism of my father, Mr. C. 
Bradlaugh, weakened as he grew older; and that 
you further stated, on the authority of Sir Isaac 
Holden, M.P., that Mr. Bradlaugh had been deeply 
impressed by the “conversion” of his brother, and 
that he had often wished he were “half so good a 
man as his brother.” 

I should bo glad to hear from you as to whether 
you still adhere to these statements, and beg to in- 
close a stamped and directed envelope for your 
reply. _H. Brapiaves Bonner. 

II —THE REV. ALLEN REES TO MRS. BONNER. 
WESLEY 8 CHAPEL, Crty roan. Oct. 21, 1893. 

Mapam: In reply to your letter, which I find 
awaiting me on my return from the country, I wish 
to say that I made no positiv statements with re- 
spect to any change of view on the part of your 
father. 

I was very particular as to the language I used, 
being anxious to avoid. first, making too much of 
what I had been told. and. secondly, pu:ting myself 
into the position of being unable to substantiate 
what I did say I bav nothing to add and I bav 
nothing to re ract. but so as to avoid mistake I 
send you the verba ipsissima used by me I am, 
madam, Faithfully yours, Auurn REES. 

INCLOSURE. 

As a rule, men who profess Atheism do not become 
stronger in their belief as time gues on. I think I may 
almost say that this was true of Mr. Bradlaugh. Sir 
Isaac Holden has told me that he frequently conversed 
with Mr Bradlaugh on religious subjects. The conver- 
sion of his br ther deenly affected him, and on one occa- 
bion He had said to him: ‘I wish I were half as good as 
my brother.” It was the unreality of much of the Chris- 
tianity with which in early lie Mr Bradlaugh was asso- 
ciated and the worldiines- and uncharitableness of relig- 
ious professors, which made an Atheist of Mr. Bradlaugh, 
as it has done of many others. 

III._MRS. BONNER TO THE REV. A. REES. 
Oct. 21, 1893. 

Sır: I beg to thank you for having sent me the 
exact words you used in respect of my father, Mr. 
Charles Bradlaugh. I wrote because I was wishful 
to know whether your words had been accurately 
reported to me. Iwas not asking you to retract, 
and if your own sense of honor does not impel you 
to do so after you hav learned from me that you 
hav spoken in error, rest assured that I shall not 
press you. 

You now hav my deliberate word: for it that Mr. 
Bradlaugh’s Atheistic convictions were as strong 
when he lay on his deathbed as ever they were 
during his time of health and strength. Mr. W. R. 
Bradlaugh never was “ converted,” because he was 
always a professed Christian, and as it is quite 


impossible that an honorable man could wish he 
were “half as good” as a dishonorable man, either 
Sir Isaac Holden is laboring under some misappre- 
hension, or you hav misunderstood Sir Isaac 
Holden. If you did but know the truth, you would 
see as plainly as I do how utterly impossible it is 
that my father could hay made such a statement, 
and much as I dislike to enter upon any details con- 
cerning the conduct of Mr. W. R. Bradlaugh, if 
you care to call upon me I will acquaint you with 
the facts of the matter. 
I am writing Sir Isaac Holden to-day. 
Yours truly, H. BrapLaven Bonner. 
IV.—MRS. BONNER TO ISAAC HOLDEN, M.P. 
Oct. 21, 1893. 
Dear Sır: The Rev. Allen Rees, in a sermon 
preached at Wesley’s chapel, City road, on Sunday 
last (Oct 15), made the following statement: «Sir 
Isaac Holden has told me that he frequently con- 
versed with Mr. Bradlaugh on religious subjects. 
The conversion of his brother deeply affected him, 
and on one occasion he had said to him, ‘I wish I 
were half as good as my brother.’” I wish to ask 
if you really did tell this to the Rev. Allen Rees? 
As I feel greatly concerned about the matter, I 
should esteem it a great favor if you would send me 
an early reply, for which I beg to inclose a stamped 
and directed envelope. 
Yours respectfully, H. BranLaven Bonner, 


(Daughter of the late Charles Bradlaugh)., 
To this letter Sir Isaac Holden has rent no reply. 


V.—REV. A. REES TO MRS. BONNER. 
Oct. 23, 1893. 

My Drar Mrs. Brapiaven Bonner: I am afraid 
from the tone of your letter that you misunderstood 
my remark that I had nothing to retract. I simply 
meant to say that I had, so far as my knowledge 
and conviction went, exactly stated what had-been 
told me, and I gave my authority. Of course, I 
should not make my assertion concerning your 
father, or anybody else, if it were shown to me that 
in doing so I was wrong. As it was, I made no ab- 
solute statement; I knew I had no positiv evi- 
dence. My remark was a bare suggestion, and 
there I left it. There was, however, another re- 
mark which your father uttered at the Hall of 
Science, the tendency of which, apparently at any 
rate, was in the same direction. He said—and I 
can giv you the name of the person who heard him 
say it—“ A man twenty-five years cld may be an 
iconoclast, but I cannot understand a man being 
one who has passed middle age.” 


I an, yours faithfully, ALLEN REES. 


VI.—MRS. BONNER TO THE REV. A. REES. 

Oct. 23, 1893. 
Dear Sır: I thank you fot your letter received 
to-day. During the last twelve years of my father’s 
life I was present at all his lectures at the Hall of 
Science, unless absent from London or kept away 
by illness, and at none of the lectures at which I 
was present did he use an expression such as you 
quote, bearing the meaning you put upon it. He 
himself lectured and published all his Freethought 
works und:r the name “Iconoclast” until he was 
thirty-five, and only gave it up then because his own 
name had become so well known that a“ fighting 
name” had become useless. I once more giv you 
my assurance that, in spite of all you hav been told 
to the contrary, Mr. Bradlaugh never at any time 
wavered, or showed the least inclination to waver, 
in his Atheism. But instead of taking my word or 
‘anybody else’s word for my father's views, or other 
people’s versions of his conversation, will you not 
take his own written words? They can be open to no 
dispute. I send you herewith a copy of the collection 
of his “ Doubts in Dialogue,” and I will ask you to 
read the latest, commencing with the one on page 
53. Those dated January, 1891, were partly written 
and published in the very month in which Mr. 
Bradiaugh died. The final paper left his hands 
only three or four days before the commencement 
of his last illness. I must apologize for the very 
soiled cover, but it is the only copy I hav at hand. 

Pl-ase do not trouble to return it. ; 
Without “ positiv evidence” that you were inclin- 
ing towards Atheism, would you think it quite hon- 
orable in me to make from the public platform the 

“bare suggestion ” that you were? 
Yours truly, H. Brapiaves Bonner. 
VII.—REV. A. REES TO MRS. BONNER. 

Oct. 30, 1893. 
My Drar Mrs. Braptaven Bonwr: I would not 
on any account misstate. Accordingly I inclose 
you a letter which I received this morning from Si- 
Isaac Holden, whicb, although slightly varying in 
phraseology, nevertheless taken in association with 
the circumstances is to my mind something much 


stronger than whatI said. Thank you for the dia- 
logs. I am greatly disappointed in them. I 
thought they would hav been far abler than what 
they are. You will excuse me if I say with all re- 
spect that the statements of “Infidel” are simply 
sophism, whilst the answers put in the mouth of 
« Christian ” are the merest puerilities. For real 
argument I hav a profound respect. For such mis- 
statements I hav a simple contempt. May I request 
that you will kindly favor me by returning the 
inclosure. I am, very faithfully yours, 
ALLEN REES. 


EXTRACT FROM LETTER FROM SIR ISAAC HOLDEN, M.P., TO 
MR. REES. : 

Your rendering of the story is a little different to what 
I spoke—‘‘ Mr. Bradlaugh was affected to tears when I 
told him that his brother James said to the Rev. Richard 
Allen that his brother Charles was too good a man to DIE 
an Infidel, and he believed that before his death he 
would. become a Christian. Tears started in his 
(Charles’s) eyes, and he simply smiled: ‘‘My brother 
James is a good fellow,” not ‘‘L wish I were half as good 
as my brother.” There was evidently a very kind feel- 
ing in each of the brothers towards each other. 


VIII.—MRS. BONNER TO THE REV. A. REES. 
Nov. 3, 1893. 

Sir: I hav read the letter dated 28th October, of 
Sir Isaac Holden to yourself, with mixed feelings of 
surprise and indignation that a man bearing 4 name 
usually esteemed so honorable could lend himself 
to such false statements. 

1. My father, Mr. C. Bradlaugh, had no brother 


‘| named James. 


2. The only brother he had was most distinctly 
not a “good fellow,” and Mr. Bradlaugh’s opinion 
of him was exactly the opposit to that given by Sir 
Isaac Holden. I offered to make you privately ac- 
quainted (by means of documentary evidence) with 
the facts, but it has been your preference to ignore 
my offer. , 

3. There is no evidence whatever of a “very 
kindly feeling in each of the brothers towards each 
otker ;” as a matter of fact, the mutual feeling was 
the reverse of kindly; of this also I hav document- 
ary evidence. 

I entirely decline to discuss my father’s literary 
merits with such as yourself; and were I to do so 
it would be entirely beside the point at issue. The 
view you take of alleged “misstatements” of doc- 
trin by an Atheist contrasts strangely with the 
lower standard of conduct you require from your- 
self as Christian minister in reference to the indis- 
putable misstatements which you hav uttered from 
the pulpit against a dead man. 

H. Brapiaves Bonner. 

P.S.—I beg to inform you that in consequence of 
the attitude you hav taken, it is my intention to 
giv this matter publicity. 


IX.—REV. A. REES TO MRS. BONNER. 
Nov. 4, 1893. 

Mapam: I am surprised at your last letter. I 
treated you openly and unhesitatingly when you 
addressed me your first letter, although I was un- 
der no obligation to do so, having in public given 
the authority for the statement I made. Now you 
threaten to make public a private correspondence. 
With what was said in public you hava right to 
deal as you please. With the private correspond- 
ence you hav no right so to deal. Why in your last 
letter you should personally abuse me, I cannot un- 
derstand. I replied to your communication be- 
cause as a gentleman I was bound so to do, and in 
return I of course expected to be treated in a 
similar way. As, however, you are not honorable 
enough to respect private correspondence, and are 
not la:ylike enough to keep from vulgar personal 
abuse, I entirely decline to hav any further cor- 
respondence with you. 

I am, yours obediently, 


ALLEN REES. 


The story, as it stands here, rests on the ob- 
viously loose reminiscences of Sir Isaac Holden, 
who can hav known nothing of. the family history, 
since Mr. Bradlaugh never disclosed the facts; and 
on the still looser reminiscences and surmises of 
Mr. Rees, who had materially altered what he heard 
from Sir Isaac. There is not a shadow of real evi- 
dence that Mr. Bradlaugh changed his opinions, 
and there is abundant evidence that they remained 
unaltered to the last. 

As to the “private” nature of the correspond- 
ence, I hav only to say that privacy was never sug- 
gested, and that I most assuredly did not contem- 
plate keeping private a contradiction of a public 
misstatement, although if Mr. Rees had seen his 
way to accepting the evidence of my father’s own 
writings I should not hav thought it necessary to 
print these letters. In addition I would point out 
that if any such conversation took place between 
Sir Isaac Holden and Mr. Bradlaugh (the possi- 
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bility of which I absolutely deny), it would neces- 
sarily hav been of a private nature; yet Mr. Rees 
had no scruple in retailing it from the pulpit. I 
will not trouble to defend myself from Mr. Rees’s 
charges, since my demerits are entirely beside the 
point under discussion, which is: “Did Mr. Brad- 
laugh weaken in his Atheism?” To this I answer 
emphatically, “ No.” 
Hyrarra BRADLAUGH BONNER. 


Sparks From the Lecture Field. 


With the rattle of firearms which were never 
fired, and the smell of gore that had never been 
spilled, with visions of battles that “might hav 
been” but were not, I made my way from the 
grand and historic old hills of Kentucky and turned 
my face towards the more effete and conventional 
East. On my way to Louisville I ran across a 
preacher, of what denomination I cannot say. He 
occupied the seat next to me. Two or three times 
he looked me hard over, as though desirous of con- 
versing with me. His right cheek bulged out 
‘considerably, and his breath gave forth a perfume 
redolent of whisky and stobacco. Suddenly he 
turned round and ventured to remark: “To what 
denomination do you belong?” Great Scott, he 
had taken me for a preacher! 

Instinetivly, I looked him over and subjected him 
to a close serutiny, to see if I could discover any 

point of resemblance between us. My cheek did 
not bulge out like his; I did not expectorate all 
over the floor of the car; Idid not take up a double 
seat all to myself, the other portion of the car being 
crowded. So, proudly, I replied to his query, 
“None, sir; I am an Infidel lecturer.” | 

He gave a “grunt” for a reply, and never ven- 
tured to address me further. What hogs these 
preachers are! 

With a short stay at Pittsburg, where I spent a 
few pleasant hours with Messrs. Staley, Hoover and 
Graham, I came straight on to the grand and 
glorious American metropolis. I arrived in New 
York city in the early morning hours. From the 
Jersey side the broad expanse of harbor spread out 
before me as a large mirror. The sun gave out its 
wonted munificence and tinted the crest of every 
wave with a golden hue. "T'was a glorious. morn, 
and the surging waves seemed to sing me a glad 
welcome. I soon made my way to Tae Trura 
Sxzrxer office, where I broke in upon the editor and 
the venerable, snow-capped Putnam before they had 
even prepared for the morning meal. I had always 
been told never to enter an editor’s sanctum before 
meals, always after, if possible; but I did it this 
time unthinkingly, and due repentance is hereby 
expressed. I found our editor just as busy as ever 
dispensing the gospel of Freethought through the 
medium of books and papers, and Putnam seemed 
to be almost buried beneath piles of manuscript 
and proof, hard at work preparing his new book, 
“Four Hundred Years of Freethought,” for the 
press. A few days’ leisure was afforded me in 
which to renew old friendships and acquaintances, 
and then I resumed my work once more. 

On Friday, November 3d, I lectured before the 
Manhattan Liberal Club. I was greeted by a splen- 
did audience. Messrs. Foote, Wakeman, and 
Chamberlain were in their accustomed places, while 
in the rear of the hall, at the little table, there sat— 
“sphinx-like”—Tae Trura Seeger Editor, with 
notebook and pencil. He never says anything, but 
thinks a great deal. My lecture brought out a very 
good discussion, and asa full report thereof has 
already been published, anything I could say now 
would be superfluous. 


On the following Sunday, I lectured again before 


the Liberal League of Newark, N. J, the scene of 
my first conquests for our cause in America. As I 
entered the hall, there rose before me in vivid 
colors the many conflicts I had fought and won in 
that place. Once more I was favored with a mag- 
nificent audience. The hall was crowded, not an 
empty seat could be found in the place. There is 
one grand thing about the Newark Liberals that I 
like, they are always ijull of enthusiasm. I found 
them just the same as ever; there was nothing of 
the old times lacking upon this occasion. Like all 
things else, the League has changed, but the change 
has made a decided improvement. There were many 
new faces in my audience to fill up the gap occasioned 
by the absence of old ones. The League boasts a 
larger membership than ever, which increases at 
every meeting. Henry Bird, loved and respected 
by all, is still at the helm, and by his: earnestness 
and enthusiasm he seems to put new life into the 
meetings and keeps things in good shape. The 
meetings are enlivened by music and song. The 
audience joins in, and they thoroughly appreciate 
the selections from the “Cosmian Hymn Book.” 
A pretty fair discussion fcllowed, though in the 


main the participants all agreed with me, so that 
nothing was said really adverse to my lecture. My 
venerable colleague, Mr. Putnam, was present, and 
had quietly taken his seat among the audience. No 
one seemed to know he was there, but he was not 
allowed to remain long in obscurity, for when the 
audience learned of his presence, he received re- 
peated calls to come forward, to which he graciously 
responded by taking a seat upon the platform at 
my side, and later on he said his little piece. Be- 
fore leaving Newark, I enjoyed once more the old- 
time hospitality of Mr. Bird and his charming 
wife, whose doors are always open to the Secular 
Pilgrim. 

Highly elated and in extreme good spirits, I 
push on again, this time to Northport, situated on 
Long Island Sound. I was booked here for two 
lectures.i They were the first of the kind ever given 
in this little seaport town. Considerable specula- 
tion had been made as to their probable result, and 
I am happy to report that our highest and best an- 
ticipations were fully realized and the cause of 
liberty, sweet liberty, has taken a firm foothold 
where for years orthodoxy had reigned almost su- 
preme. There is a large number of Freethinkers 
here, though but a few of them had ever ventured 
to express themselvs. My first lecture brought out 
a good-sized audience, and the second was a glori- 
ous improvement on the first. It was an audience 
of which any preacher would hav been proud, 
and their highest aspirations fully realized. Mr. 
Olmested presided at each meeting, and at each 
lecture the platform was occupied by Dexter K. 
Cole and Mr. Lew Pidgeon; while old Captain 
Scott could be seen in the front row, his pleasant 
face beaming with smiles. He enjoyed the situa- 
tion immensely. The audience gave me the strictest 
attention, and were appreciativ throughout. At the 
conclusion of each lecture they burst out with a 
round of applause, and it filled the Methodist 
preacher's heart with envy and rage. He had called 
in at the second lecture with a few of his flock, the 
latter being a few girls and young children, but 
afterwards the preacher showed by his actions that 
he was sorry he had come. No one attempted to 
criticise me, not.even the preacher in question, so I 
opened out my little stock of Freethought books, 


exposed them for sale, and called for subscriptions’ 


to the Liberal papers. 

Notwithstanding the hard times, I had sold sev- 
eral of my pamphlets in less minutes, and received 
orders for more. When the preacher learned that 
I had some Freethought literature with me, he el- 
bowed his way through the crowd and, running his 
eye over them, he finally selected two pamphlets— 
“Religion a Curse,” etc., and “Crimes of Preach- 
ers.” He looked up and inquired, “How much?” 
I replied, “Fifty cents.” “Any reduction to 
preachers?” he asked further. “ None, sir,” I an- 
swered ; “ they can travel on children’s tickets upon 
the railroads, but when it comes to our books they 
hav to pay full fare, preacher or no preacher.” 
These preachers are always looking for a reduction ; 
they are an army of dead heats. But when it comes 
to their salaries, they are always listening for God 
Almighty to givthem a better call. He got hold of 
two good pamphlets, however (and which, by the 
way, were the self-same books that Bonney found 
himself in trouble through). I would giv ten dol- 
lars to hear that preacher's first sermon after I left 
town. These gentlemen of God had tried their 
level best to make my lectures fail in their purpose. 
They had hoped that they might be a quiet fizzle, 
but they were sadly disappointed, for they were 
successful to a degree. The preachers had talked 
of them from their pulpits, cautioning and advising 
the people not to go. By these means they had 
given mea month’s advertising, and that too en- 
tirely free of charge, for which I publicly thanked 
them. It was the worst thing they could hav done 
for their own part, while they could not hav served 
me better. The opposition of the clergy towards 
my lectures had caused the people to talk them 
over; their curiosity had been aroused. They knew 
that if the preachers opposed them, there must be 
something good in them; they came to get their 
curiosity gratified, and went away satisfied. 

These lectures terminated with honor and glory 
to our cause. Though the churches had organized 
special evangelical meetings, I had by far the larger 
audiences. They could not report a single convert, 
not even a little child, while I secured quite a few 
names for membership in the Federation, although 
Northport had previously sent in a large list. Our 
friends were in high glee. The great battle of 
opinions had been fought on the enemy’s bulwarks, 
and a brilliant conquest had been made. 

The Christians began to score me the next day. 
That is just what I want. My lectures arə not 
meant to please them, but to start them on the 
way to Freethought. “The wounded dog always 


had the desired effect. 
pleased, and our noble cause has made a grand 
move onwards in this little town. 
though the work may be slow. We are bound to 
win in the end. For our cause is the cause of hu- 
man freedom, the cause of human happiness, and of 
human love. 


whines,” and the Christians making such an exhibi- 


tion of their temper showed that my lectures had 
The people were well 


Victory is ours, 


During my stay here I was the guest of Dexter 


K. Cole, a sturdy old Freethinker; and his family 
sharing in his beliefs, the home is made an ideal 
one. 
my host spread out the sails on his beautiful little 
sloop and took me for a visit round the bay. The 
surrounding scenery was grand; the boat glided 
over the water like a swan, and these filled my heart 
with joy. The afternoon was spent in fishing and 
otherwise tempting the briny deep to cast into our 
hands its finny inhabitants. 
casionally indulges in this sport, so why should not 
I leave for a moment the cares of the world? 
Though I presume that some people will think 
that this is the only point of resemblance between 
us. 


The weather was fine; and during the day 


Our chief executiv oc- 


And perhaps it’s as well that it should be. 
My thanks are due to my friends for their many 


kindly considerations, for they hav made my first 
visit among them one to be remembered for years. 
Thus ended my first lecturés on the Sound. Success 
is inscribed upon our banner. 


Plant it high and 
keep it before the breeze; it will ever be a guiding 
signal for our future work. The sun of victory 
shines upon us. It is a sure, a certain, and a last- 
ing victory. No terrible future hav we to look for- 
ward to, of a world to be destroyed under the 
terrible will of an angry God; but a fair future, a 
glad and happy future, a future which by means of 
labor and skill shall be made nearer and more 
beautiful. The world will be what we ourselvs 
makeit. Let this be our “ guiding star by day, and 
our pillar of fire by night.” Keep the ball rolling. 
We must not relax our vigil or our work. There 
are plenty of towns in this land where the feet of a 
Freethought lecturer hav never trodden or his voice 
been heard. They must get there. Our friends must 
do what they can to help them there. “ Now is the 
time of salvation.” Do what you can to encourage 
the work of human emancipation, and the terrors 
occasioned by priestcraft shall soon melt and vanish 
before the sun of righteousness, truth, and joy. 
Jonn R. CHARLESWORTH, 
Sec. Freethought Federation of America. 
165 South Water street, Chicago, TUH. 


Mr. Watts Enjoyed His Visit. 
From the London Freethinker. 

Mr. Charles Watts has returned from his Ameri- 
can trip in excellent health, ready for a good win- 
ter’s work in Secular propagandism. He arrived 
on Friday evening, Nov. 3d. 

Mr. Watts speaks very highly of our Freethought 
friends in the United States and Canada, and he 
has but one regret in connection with his American 
visit, and that is his inability to see Colonel Inger- 
soll, who was thousands of miles from New York 
on a lecturing tour. 

The last few days Mr. Watts was in New York he 
spent with the able Editor of Tae Txors Sxexsr, 
Mr. E. M. Macdonald, and Mr. S. P. Putnam. 
Both these gentlemen sent hearty greetings to their 
English co-workers. Tse Trura Seeker is the 
leading Freethought journal in the United States, 
and we are happy to hear that its circulation is con- 
stantly increasing. Its editor sends an urgent in- 
vitation by Mr. Watts to Mr. Foote to visit America 
at as early a date as possible. 


Mr. Washburn’s Opinion of “ Pleasure and Progress.”? 
From the Investigator. 


This book, as it asserts, is an attempt to prove that the 
pursuit of pleasure is the sine qua non of intellectual, 
moral, and social development, and that the promotion of 
pleasure is the duty of philanthropy and statesmanship. 

The man who wrote this book {nows how to write a 
book, and knows what he is writing about. There is not 
a padded sentence in the volume, not an attempt to fill up 
with words for lack of knowledge. The author deals 
hard blows at shams and falsehoods, and hard blows for 
realities and truth. We do not see how anyone can read 
thig book and disagree with the leading proposition. 

The work is good; every chapter is worth reading. It 
is a work of common-sense socialism. The chapter on 
publie schools ought to be put into a tract and sent to 
every teacher in the land. Thousands of sentences are 
worthy of being framed as political maxims and hung up 
all over the nation. The book deserves a wide reading, 
not only for its literary style, which is clear and incisive, 
but for its bold, honestsayings. 398 pages. Paper; price, 
50 cents. Truth Seeker Company, publishers. 


_ There are many good women who join the church, 
but whether they realize it or not there are a great 
many who join because God, Jesus Christ, the Holy 
Ghost, and the preacher are all men. 
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«Rights of Man ” and “ Shakspere.” 


I lectured on “The Rights of Man” before the 
Brooklyn Philosophical Association on Sunday 
afternoon, November 26th. This may seem at first; 
glance a simple theme, but when we come to 
analyze it, it is a very complex affair, as was demon- 
strated by the discussion which took place after the 
lecture. It branched off in various directions— 
Socialistic, Anarchistic, etc. ; 

The first question which arises in the philosophic 
mind is, Arethere rights? Professor Huxley seems 
to deny their existence,.and others also, maintain- 
ing that the Declaration of Independence is only a 
“glittering generality.” One might as well deny 
existence as to deny rights. If ther: are no rights, 
then existence is of but little value, except to the 
privileged classes. The American principle is the 
affirmation of rights and the foundation of all 
government on rights. 

Bat rights granted, What are they? The 
Declaration says, “The right to life, liberty, and 
the pursuit of happiness ;” or again, as Spencer puts 
it, the right to do as one pleases, provided he does 
not interfere with the equalrightsofanyother. After 
a definition of rights, then comes the question of the 
extent and limitation of rights. Practically there 
are limitations, as Paine, Jefferson, and Spencer ad- 
mit. There must be a state as things now exist— 
that is, there must be a social organized physical 
force for the prevention of crime. Paine says the 
state is a necessary evil. Whether evil or not, it 
is necessary. If a medicin, we must take it, since 
social disease—crime—exists. 

But the limitation, as Jefferson and Spencer af- 
firm, should be the smallest possible consistent 
with social order. The function of government 
should be carefully guarded. ‘lhe power of a ma- 
jority should be under the restraint of a constitu- 
tion, and “eternal vigilance is the price of liberty.” 
The first and all-important limitation of govern- 
ment is the total separation of church and state. 
This is a great step to freedom ard justice. We 
hav not reached it in our own country. The exemp- 
tion of church property from taxation, the ap- 
pointment of chaplains, the appropriations to 
sectarian institutions, the Bible-reading in schools, 
thanksgiving and fast day proclamations, the oath in- 
stead of simple affirmation, and Sabbath laws—all 
these are in violation of rights, and should not be 
allowed in the American republic. 

These were the points I made, and they were 
generally accepted by the audience; but friend 
Hanson, who is a philosophical Anarchist, took ex- 
ception. There should be no compulsory taxation, 
ete. 

I suppose that between philosophical Anarchy and 
Jeffersonian democracy there is a radical difference. 
Anarchy, ideal or otherwise, I answered Mr. Han- 
son, was simply impossible. We must accept the 
state, but we accept it as “of the people, by the 
people, and for the people.” Wrongs exist, of 
course, but we must constantly point out the 
wrongs and seek to abolish them. The state cannot 
do everything; but it can do some things. It is a 
machine for certain purposes, and it must be the 
servant of the people, and not over and above the 
people. The greatest of all problems is to har- 
monize individual liberty with social order. In 
Freethought and democracy only is there any solu- 
tion of this problem. 

After this political discussion, which was quite 
breezy, I wended my pilgrim’s way over to Newark, 
and found an entirely different world of thought 
before me, in Shakspere as presented by Ingersoll. 
Mr. Henry Bird kindly gave me an invitation to oc- 
cupy his box at the theater, which I accepted, and 
it was indeed to me a gala occasion. It was one of 
those rare enjoyments which make life full of mean- 
ing. We reach its hights and see allits vast extent. 
Shakspere is a wonder in himself, the greatest 
genius of the world; but to hav him interpreted by 
a kindred genius, to hav the noblest poetry un- 
folded by the finest oratory, is a pleasure, I guess, 
which only this age will enjoy; for as there will not 
be another Shakspere, so there will not be another 
Ingersoll. They are original geniuses wrought by 
nature apparently in the same mold, with the same 
passion, imagination, wealth of thought, splendor 
and variety of expression, and the lecture, like a 
beautiful and wondrous picture, gave a revelation 
of Shakspere—‘“ the great intellectual ocean,” as 
Ingersoll called him — which has never been 
equaled; for Ingersoll is a child of nature like the 
immortal bard of Avon, and through nature, and 
not through art mere’y, makes manifest the uni- 
versal excellence -of Shakspere, which no art or 
learning can ever measure. Ingersoll knows nat- 
ure, her hights and depths, her glory, her intensity ; 
and through nature he knows Shakspere, for with 
his own vision he has seen what the poet beheld 


in his glance “from earth to heaven and heaven to 
earth.” It is fortunate for the lover of Shakspere 
that his own deepest thoughts of this mighty genius 
can be made vivid to him in the sparkling words of 
Ingersoll, every one of which is a jewel so set, with 
such skill and harmony, that Shakspere is mirrored 
as never before to the intellectual vision of the 
world. 

Mr. Henry Bird presented Ingersoll with a beau- 
tiful bouquet of chrysanthemums, which indeed 
was a fitting accompaniment to the eloquence of the 
occasion; and one inspiring lesson to me both of 
the flowers and the lecture was, that Freethought 
is both truth and beauty, and that all that is en- 
chanting and delightful in music, in poetry, in art, 
shall yet be for man, in that path of reason and free- 
dom which hitherto has been so harsh, so bloody, 
and apparently so fruitless. Ingersoll is the 
prophet of that beautiful time, when freedom, hav- 
ing won its battles, and reason having borne its 
torch from darkness to day, there shall be for man 
the fruits and flowers of earth, the beauty and ten- 
derness of music, and all the riches of all the poetry 
ot the world. Samuge, P. PUTNAM. 


Obituary—Reuben L. Lunt. 


Reuben L. Lunt died in Des Moines, Ia, Friday 
evening, November 17th, at the age of seventy-four 
years. The deceased wa» born in Mendon, N. Y., 
and in his younger days was a member of the Meth- 
odist church, an exhorter, and a Sunday-school 
superintendent. Happily, while yet a young man, 
the light of reason dawned upon his mind, and he 
cast off the dogmas of Christian theology. The 
best years of his life were devoted to the cause of 
Freethought. While his health was good he often 
arranged for Freethought lectures, and many a 
lecturer can testify to Father Lunt’s unflinching 
devotion to the cause of universal mental liberty. 
He was a natural orator himself, and I hav often 
heard him entertain an audience by his eloquence 
and words of wisdom. He was outspoken at ell 
times, no matter who suffered in consequence. The 
absurdities and cruelties of orthodox Christianity 
found in him an uncompromising foe, and he dealt 
with them in no easy manner. He was.a true re- 
former in every sense of the word. The oppressed 
had in him a friend. In his youth he espoused the 
cause of Abolition. Side by side with Wendell 
Phillips, Lloyd Garrison, and Parker Pillsbury he 
fought in the great conflict that finally banished 
the great curse, human slavery. 

Mr. Luni was a believer in Spiritualism, but he 
was at all times rational, and never tried to force 
his peculiar views upon others. Though he thought 
that there is a future life, he troubled himself but 
little about it, and seldom spoke of it. This world 
occupied his entire attention. In all things Reuben 
L. Lunt was a model Freethinker—honest, can- 
did, kind, and generous. He loved his fellow-men, 
rejoiced with them in happiness, and shed tears with 
them in sorrow. With a long farewell, I can truly 
say of my departed friend, 

His life was gentle, 
And the elements so mixed in him, that 


Nature might stand up and say to all the world, 
This was a man. 


Des Moines, Ia. FRANKLIN STEINER. 


Are We a Free People? 


If there is one set of patriotic platitudes which, 
above all others, we, as a people, are fond of pro- 
claiming from the house-tcps, it is that which, in 
one form or another, lays the flattering unction to our 
“souls” thatin this, “our own dear nativ land,” there 
are none of the petty interferences with the rights 
of men which are permitted and encouraged by the 
“ effete monarchies” beyond the seas. Here, we 
declare, is freedom, unchained and chainless—of 
thought, of speech, of the individual, of the press. 
This is the home of the exile, the asylum of the 
persecuted, the refuge of the denounced and op- 
pressed. Here “the free spirit of mankind, at 
length, throws off its last fetters,” and an illimitable 
field is open for every seed of truth to germinate; 
here the mind may pursue an untrammeled career, 
where no tyrant, no creed, no church can lay its 
heavy interdict upon the growth of human thought. 

But, as the child asked with reference to the star, 
«Is it true?” Are not our patriotic rhapsodies 
somewhat in advance of our perception and reason? 
Do we enjoy that perfect immunity from despotism 
whereof we boast? Hav we no authorities practi- 
cally claiming infallibility and seeking to control 
opinion? Are there no institutions, no self- 
constituted judges desirous of imposing injurious 
restrictions upon freedom of thought? Has the 
spirit of persecution vanished with its tangible sym- 
bols? All chains are not of iron, all dungeons are 
not of stone, all inquisitorial devices are not mate- 


rial, all banishment is not literal, all ostracism is 
not proclaimed, all tyranny is not coarse and unre- 
fined. The grosser applications of force, by which 
opinion was wont to be controlled in ages past, hav 
disappeared before an advanced civilization, yet a 
less barbarous, a more refined tyranny is still com- 
patible with the general sense of propriety and 
justice. Intellectual fetters are still forged, mental 
prison-houses are yet constructed, and men and 
women who dare to think, speculate, and speak for 
themselvs are denounced for the heterodoxy of 
their honest sentiments, exposed to public odium, 
and if they will not retract, or remain silent 
altogether, compelled to lead lives of perpetual 
hypocrisy. 

By both the church and the state the attempt is 
made to preserve old and erect new barriers to 
prevent entrance into: the vast realms of intelligence 
yet unexplored. These barriers are founded upon 
creeds and laws which admit of no possibility of 
truth beyond their own formulas, and discourage 
inquiry in the largest and most important domains 
of thought and progress. The church, especially, 
appears to hav become largely a body of fierce and 
bigoted disputants, not only within its own province 
but in secular fields; and many of its denomina- 
tions, instead of pressing forward under the ever- 
living inspirations of hope and freedom, still array 
theniselvs on the side of gross superstitions, musty 
traditions, and moldy abuses. Hence we hav exhi- 
bitions, the prototypes of which may readily be 
found in mediæval history, and criticism of which 
always raises the cry, “Procul, O procul este, 
profani!” the same profane being invariably re- 
ferred to, sneeringly, as Atheists, Infidels, or 
Agnostics. 

Can they who hav investigated and prosecuted 
the numerous trials for heresy in recent years be 
called champions of any other freedom than that to 
speak in the most obnoxious terms to and of all 
who hold opposite opinions? Is there no tyranny 
in the desire of a few to abridge the rights of the 
many, a8 evidenced in repeated attempts to stop 
the issuing of newspapers, the running of public 
conveyances, the sale of the necessaries of life, and 
the opening of public libraries and art galleries on 
Sunday; or in the efforts to subject the press to 
censorship, prevent free speech, control literary and 
artistic taste, and cast odium upon the theater and 
other sources of innocent amusement? 

The recent instance in St. Paul, Minn., shows 
how much “freedom” we might expect if one class 
of “ divines ”—guo jure ?—had the power to enforce 
their dog-in-the-manger code of morality.. A Meth- 
odist parson, one E. S. Pilling, preferred charges to 
the conference in session in Minneapolis against a 
“ brother ” minister, Rev. Thomas McCleary, of the 
Bates Avenue Methodist church of St. Paul, be- . 
cause the latter while at the World’s Fair attended 
a theatrical performance of “America,” wrote up 
his experience and impressions (which were favora- 
ble, on the whole), and published the same in the 
Methodist Herald, the leading exponent of Method- 
ism in that section. > 

To such a pitch of fury did this very natural and 
innocent proceeding work the Pilling that he not 
only attacked the liberal McCleary, but the paper 
which published his observations, saying, in a letter 
to the editor: 

Iam astounded that you would allow an article by a 
minister of our church describing a ballet show and play, 
also advising our people to go, in the words, ‘‘the best of’ 
them annually attended.” Itisa disgrace to the Meth?- 
dist Her.uld, the church, and to Rev. Thomas McCleary. 
You are not responsible for his views, but you are re- 
sponsible for allowing such an article to goin. The ques- 
tion is not an open question. Ft is unlawful for minister 
or member to attend any play or theater, no matter how 
little they think of their solemn promises to the church 
and God. Unless you make some statement in your next 
issue deploring this article and putting your paper right, 
not referring to Rev. Thomas McOleary, I shall use my 
influence to try to hav every copy of the Methodist 
Herald stopped in my neighborhood. I am against the 
theater in every form and shape. Iam trying to get all 
people I come in contact with to keep from it, but this 
article is directly against my influence and the law of the 
church. 

The obvious deduction from that screed is that 
when a person joins the Methodist church (and 
observe, the Pilling puts the church first and God 
last), he surrenders his individuality and becomes a 
serf, whose enjoyment of any intellectual pabulum, 
save the rotten husks left over from. the Dark 
Ages, renders him liable to the lash of intolerance. 
But what shall we think of the position assumed 
by this Christian exemplar of love and charity 
toward the freedom of the press? He arrogantly 
says to the editor, in substance: “I and the like of 
me only are capable of conscientious convictions. 
Unless your views coincide with mine and favor my 
influence, I will do all in my power to ruin you.” 
Here is freedom of opinion, literally with a venge- 
ance. A newspaper must not giv all its supporters 
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a fair and impartial hearing, but must subject itself 

to the dictation of the self-conceited, Pharisaical, 

and bigoted cranks among them, whose virtues do 
not include the faculty of minding their own busi- 
ness. ‘ 

Observe, too, that the editor is ordered to de- 
liberately stultify himself by a lie. Had he not 
considered the article in queztion proper for pub- 
lication he would not hav printed it. But here is a 
command, accompanied by a threat, that he shall 
say he “deplores” it, when, in fact, as an honor- 
able man, he can do nothing of the kind. As the 
Pilling probably accepts the Bible as an infallible 

` authority, we advise him to refresh himself with 
some of its passages on lying. Otherwise, he may 
expect to eventually find himself in that “outer 
darkness” in which he professes to believe, and 
where “are dogs, and sorcerers, and whoremongers, 
and murderers, and idolaters, and whosoever loveth 
‘and maketh a lie.” Jamus T. Cummrnes. 


The Fact Is Admitted—What is the Cause 
and the Remedy? 

“But our antagonists go on and say that Chris- 
tianity is falling back, because of the fact that 
Infidelity is bolder and more blatant now than it 
ever was. I deny the statement. Infidelity is 
not near so bold now as ib was in the days of our 
fathers and grandfathers. There were times in 
this country when men who were openly end above 
board Infidel and antagonistic to Christianity could 
be elected to high office. Now let some man wish- 
ing high position ‘n the state proclaim himself the 
foe of Christianity, and an Infidel; how many states 
of the Union will he carry; how many counties; 
how many wards in Brooklyn? Not one.”— Tal- 
mage. 

This fact we hav to admit. A man with the 
avowed opinions of Thomas Jefferson could not be 
elected to the office of president. It is true that a 
man who declares himself antagonistic to Christian- 
ity cannot get votes enough to make him governor 
of a state. It is pretty hard work to even elect an 
Infidel to the legislature. It can be done only 
where his opinions are not known. Religion to-day 
is more than half of our politics. Christianity not 
only makes our statutes, it dictates our elections. 
Colonel Ingersoll could not carry a town or city in 
the Union were he nominated for president of the 
United States, simply because he opposes the 
Christian superstitions. Freethinkers are partly to 
blame for this. They hav not made themselvs felt 
as they might hav done. We need to band together 
and work together and vote together if we are ever 
to be a factor in government.—Boston Investi- 
gator. 


Colonel Ingersoll on the American Protectiv 
Association. 

Col. Robert G. Ingersoll’s well-known pronounc- 
ednegs of views is further illustrated in the follow- 
ing interesting matter which he furnished toa Post 
reporter at the Adams House last night. 

To the query as to what he thought of the intro- 
duction of religion into American politics, as 
evidenced in the late action of the American Pro- 

. tectiv Association, Colonel Ingersoll replied emphat- 
ically: 

« Apart from my peculiar religious or irreligious 
belief, I am a firm believer in the divorce of church 
and state. I do not think that religion, that is to 
say, sectarianism, should be taken into account in 
the political world. I do not think that the 
churches should be taken into account in the politi- 
eal world. Ido not think that the churches should 
units against a man because he disbelieves their 
creeds; neither do I think the unbelievers should 
unite against the believers. Men should be jidged, 
not by their peculiar superstitions or beliefs, but by 
their actions—by their conduct. 

«I do not believe in taking into consideration the 
race to which a man belongs. If he is a citizen I 
do not care where he was born. I am opposed to 
all combinations on religious questions and to all 
combinations that combat citizens simply because 

. they were born in some other land. I believe in the 
equality of all the citizens of the republic. 

«I believe in fighting anything that I think 
wrong in the open field; that is to say, by argu- 
ment, not by combinations. I hav no prejudice 
against a man because he is a Catholic; none be- 
cause he is a Presbyterian. At the same time I do 
not believe in Catholicism, and I do not believe in 
Presbyterianism ; but I do believe in the sacredness 
of human rights. 

«I do not join in the cry that immigration 
should be stopped. We hav lots of room in this 
country for several hundred millions more of peo- 
ple. I do not want Europe to send its paupers or 
its criminals, but I believe in allowing the people of 
other countries, who are in love with our govern- 


ment, or who hope to better their condition, to come 
here, and in weleoming them when they do come, 
and in treating them in the kindest and best manner 
possible.” — Boston Post i 


Observations. 

This has been a good season for Thanksgiving 
proclamations of extraordinary devoutness, which 
might hav been expected, since nothing stiniulates 
piety like hard times. When people are able to liv 
well on the proceeds of their own industry or en- 
terprige, they congratulate themselvs; whereas, for 
the crust and rag thrown to them by others in their 
extremity, they thank God, being convinced beyond 
doubt that providence has concluded to let up on 
them. And, having become accustomed to the rag 
and the crust, they do not often pray for anything 
more elaborate. 

Here I desire to call attention to a Thanksgiving 
proclamation by Governor Pennoyer, of Oregon, 
the gist of which is, that while God has given this 
country an abundance of natural resources, he has 
allowed Congress and the president, by ill-advised 
legislation, to so dwarf and paralyze business that 
these natural bounties hav been withheld from hun- 
dreds of thousands of people within the national 
domain, throwing them out of employment and 
leaving them destitute of means to procure food, 
raiment, or shelter. Pennoyer has attracted the 
almighty’s notice to the oversight, and asked the 
residents of Oregon to join with him in imploring 
providence to correct its error by softening the 
hearts of those in high places, and moving them to 
allow a little circulating medium to circulate. He 
is quite specific and does not hesitate to let provi- 
dence understand that the blessing which lingers 
below the horizon of hope is the resumption of free 
silver coinage. He also declared that an emergency 
existed, and, instead of waiting until November 
30th for his proclamation to go into effect, named 
Thursday, the 28d, for the experiment. This, I 
think, is practical, carrying out as it does the sug- 
gestion of the late D. M. Bennett—to wit, when 
thou prayest, pray at a mark. i 


The almighty gave you your heads for you to use. If 
he had intended that somebody should use them for you, 
he would hav put handles to them, — General Weaver, 

General Weaver is a person destitute of the fac- 
ulty of observation if he has not discovered that the 
average human head has a handle to it, whereby 
the priest and the politician lead the owner thereof 
to the altar or to the polls, according as it may 
affect their individual interests. The handle is the 
nose, and if General Weaver would abandon his 
pretensions to a knowledge cf the purposes of the 
almighty, he might fall less under suspicion of 
attemptirg to direct his constituency by using that 
organ for steering gear. Peradventure the inclina- 
tion of many Freethinking political reformers to 
take themselvs by the nose, and to direct their own 
movements thereby, has led Mr. Weaver to the 
erroneous conclusion that the handle here discussed 
does not exist. 

If the editor of the School Journal, who would 
that each day’s session of all pub ic educational in- 
stitutions be opened with “ Praise God from whom 
all blessings flow,” performed on the vocal organs 
-of pupils, to the tune of “ Old Hundred,” will in- 
cline his ear; I will admonish him that affliction 
cometh not forth from the dust, that water does not 
run up a tree, and neither is the Doxology a curtain- 
raiser. It is a closing sketch. Were my son to be 
enticed into a school where they doxologize before 
discussing the definition of a unit, I should advise 
him to remain standing until the benediction had 
been pronounced, and then fly his kite. The rule 
of procedure suggested by the editor of the School 
Journal would indubitably necessitate that a school 
be dismissed immediately before the opening hour, 
which would certainly be preferable if he were to 
conduct the obsequies of secular education in the 
manner prescribed. l 


It was not my privilege, nor my hankering, to at- 
tend the Congress of Religions at Chicago. Iwould 
not hav gone there even if I had been a Christian 
clergyman and had secured reduced transportation 
rates for myself and the partner of my hilarity and 
gloom. As I told a minister who came to shake 
hands with me and leave a local item before depart- 
ing for the Congress under the above conditions, in 
a body of that kind the members meet as equals. 
Nevertheless, the Protestant Christian is bourd to 
maintain that the Mohammedan is the dupe of an 
impostor, that the Brahman is the adberent of a 
godless cult, and that the church of Rome, like 
Queen Liliuokalani of the Sandwich Islands, has 
been a good deal talked about. The clergyman 
may hav had it on the end of his tongue to reply 


that he was something of a humbug himself—per- 


haps he settled that way with his conscience; any- 
how, he went to the congress of humbugs, walked 
in the counsel of the ungodly, stood in the way of 
sinners, and sat in the seat of the scornful. 

I am informed that this Congress was made up 
wholly of foreign religions—that is, those having 
their origin outside of Amefica—-while the Mormon 
religion, the only one ever revealed to an American 
citizen (if we except the Koreshanity of Teed) was 
turned down and out. The fact that we hav no 
other state church except the Mormon, the property 
of which is administered by the United States gov- . 
ernment tbrough the hands of a receiver, seems to 
hav been entirely overlooked by President Bonney ; 
so, therefore, we Americans hav a right to feel that 
our nativ and officia] product was not given a fair 
show in the general exhibit. The time has come, 
as I maintain with boldness, for us to discard these 
Eurasian fads, patronize domestic industry, and 
keep our money at home. Gero. E. MACDONALD. 


Lectures and Meetings. 


Colonel Ingersoll’s Lectnre appointments are: 


Dee. 8, Brooklyn, N. Y. | Dee. 10, New York City. 
‘* 7, Worcester, Mass. | “ 17, Williamsburg, N.Y. 


Dure the month of December, Franklin Steiner will 
lecture in Correctionville, Pierson, Atlantic, Walnut, 
Carlisle, and other places in Iowa. 


Tue Newark Liberal League, 177 Halsey street, corner 


Market. Sunday, Dec. 3d, at 3 o’clock, Samuel P. Put- 
nam, of New York, will lecture. Subject: ‘‘ Rights of 
Man.” 


Tue Science Sermons Society meets every Sunday 
evening at 7.45 o’clock in the lecture room of the Chureh 
of the Messiah, Park avenue, corner of 34th street. 
Lecture for Dee. 3d, ‘‘ The Atmosphere: Its Past His- 
tory and its Place in Life,” by Dr. Robert G. Eccles. 


Samvurt P. Purnam will lecture before the Friendship 
Liberal League of Philadelphia on Sunday afternoon and 
evening, December 10th, at 2.30 and 7.30 o’clock. Sub- 
ject for afternoon, ‘‘The Rights of Man.” Subject for 
evening, ‘‘ Evolution and Creation.” 


Tue Pittsburg Secular Society meets in Curry Univer- 
sity Hall, Sixth street, near Penn avenue, every Sunday 
afternoon at 3 o’clock, 


Tur First Secular Church of Portland, Ore., meets in 
Central Labor Council Hall, 170} Second street near 
Yamhill, every Sunday at 7.80 r. m. Sunday-school in 
same place at 10.30 A. M. 


Tue Brooklyn Philosophical Association holds meetings 
every Sunday afternoon at 3 o'clock in Long Island Busi- 
ness College, South Eighth street, between Bedford and 
Driggs avenues. Program of lectures for December: 
December 34.—Mr. John Mo:t, ‘*‘ The Consequences of 

Society.” : 
December 10th.—Prof. A. L. Rawson, ‘‘The Daalism of 
Consciousness.” 
Others to be announced later on. 


Jobn R. Charlesworth is now ia the Enst. The fol- 
lowing appointments are on his list, and friends along the 
route desiring lectures should address him at once: 

Dee. 3, Alliance, O. Dee, 14,15, 16, Waterloo, Ind 
* 17, Chicago, Il, 
Tar Women’s Liseran Lraaust, of Philadelphia, will 
meet on and after October 17th in the Skerrett Building, 
northeast corner of Ridge avenue and Green street, Tues- 
day evenings at 8 o’clock. Lectures for this month: 
December 5th.—Henrietta P. Westbrook, M.D., “To. 
.  baeeo: Will the Coming Man Use It?” 
December 12th.—M. Ball, ‘*‘ Methods of 
Crime.” 

December 19th.—Prof. E. D. Cope, ‘*‘ The Material Rela- 
tions of Sex ” 

December 26th.—-Voltairine de Cleyre, '‘ Economic Inde- 
pendence for Women—Reply to Professor Cope,” 


Punishing 


Tue Manhattan Liberal Club meets every Friday even- 
ing, at eight o’clock, in German Masonie Hall, No. 220 
East Fifteenth street, New York: 

December 1st. — Mrs. Matilda Joslyn Gage, ‘‘ ‘ihe 
Church of the Future.” 

December 8th.—Hon. Chas: S. Smart, A.M., ‘* What 
Interest Has the State in Education?” 

December 15th.—Edgar O. Beall, M.D., “Phrenology 
Scientifically Treated— With Readings.” : 

December 22cd.—Walter S. Logan, ‘‘ Arguments for An 
Eight Hour Law.” 


December 29th.—Ye Cinb Maketh Merrie. 
be announced later. 


Tur Ohio Liberal Society meets in College Hall, 1683 
Walnut street, Cincinnati, Sunday evenings at 7:45, 
prompt. Admission is free. Program: 


December 3d.—Edward Q. Norton, ‘‘ Ave We Nearing 
the Danger Line?” 

December 10th.—Prof. Chas. Augustine, ‘‘ The Trne His- 
torie Christ.” A reply to Prof J. S. Van Cleve. 

December 17th.—G. Gordon Sattler, ‘‘ The Miraculous,” 

December 24th.—C. O. Wilmot, ‘‘ Do Christians Believe 
in Prayer?” 

December 31st.— Judge R, W., McNeal, subject to be an- 
nounced. 


Program to 


-a 


The Turnerbund of New Ulm, Minn., has ordered 
five copies of Remsburg’s “Abraham Lincoln.” 
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bettors of Ariends. 


For Two Decades. 
Bururneton, Kan., Nov. 18, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: From the looks of my 
tah my time is up, and yor will please find 
inclosed postoffice order for $3 for another 
year. I hav taken Taz TRUTH SEEKER for 
twenty years, and I can not do without it. 
I amsincerely yours, R. A. LINEBAUGE. 


- Wants the Old Testament Stories Done 
in German; We Are Willing. 
CLEVELAND, O., Nov. 18, 1893. 
Mr. Epvrror: Would it not be a good 
idea to hav the friends of THz TRUTH 
SEEKER in the various towns and cities 
pledge the number of Bible picture books 
they are willing to risk if printed in Ger- 
man? For instance, I will pledge myself 
for twenty-five copies. Now, certainly 
there is no subscriber of the paper but 
could pledge one copy, or say from one 
to twenty-five. 
I make the above suggestion for your con- 
sideration. German books were received 
this morning all right. L. B. Strver. 


Liberals, Including Editors, Don’t Skip 
, This. 
Vurrzann, N. J., Nov. 15, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: My ‘‘ Last Song” is now 
ready for sale. It consists of eighty-seven 
verses of eight lines each, and places the 
man-made Bible, its man-made God, and 
their priests in their proper position. I 
want every true Liberal to send me a ten 
and a five-cent piece for a copy of it, or $1 
for ten if they want them to sell or giv 
away, and I think they might afford to do 
it, as I hav spent more than seventy years 
of my life working for the Liberal cause 
and all other reforms, with hardly com- 
pensation enough to make a large dog 
comfortable. 

Will all Liberal papers please copy this? 
By so doing they will help me make Lib- 
erals and increase the nnmber of their 
subscribers. J. Hacker. 


The Truth Seeker a Sower of Good Seed. 
Sus Rosa, Arx., Nov. 2, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: Your journal increases its 
circulation here every year. And by it 
“ good seeds are sown;” the people are be- 
ginning to think for themselvs, and this 
soon results in death to spooks, spirits, and 
dogmas. ‘‘Sky-pilots” are as numerous 
bere as elsewhere, but their influence is 
waning. 

We had a good lecture by Dr. W. R. 
Bachelor, a veteran Agnostic, in our town 
ball, and the result was that the ‘‘Sunday 
evening services” at church were meagerly 
attended. The preacher himself said that 
the doctor’s address took away two-thirds 
of his congregation. 

Yours for Truth, 


N. J. Rice. 


The Experiences of the Liberal Col- 
porter. 
Cuay Center, Kax., Nov. 15, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror; In my experience in mak- 
ing an effort to sell Freethought literature 
to the people throughout the country I 
find many obstacles in the way. Some 
Christians make the remark that it is too 
bad that I am allowed go about the coun- 
try selling that kind of literature. Rev. 
H. B. Vennum (his name ought to be 
spelled ‘‘venom’’), of Industry, Kan., 
made the remark one Sunday evening in 
his sermon that he did not see ‘‘ why the 
good Lord lets such a fellow as him liv; 
traveling through the country poisoning 
people’s minds with Infidel trash.” No 
doubt he was wishing he was God al- 
mighty for about five minutes; he would 
send me to the Christians’ hell in a hurry, 
he so loves his Jesus. If the Christians 
had the power they once had they would 
burn a poor, one-armed Infidel at the 
stake for selling Freethought publications. 

J. B. Wise. 


Blind for Twenty-five Years, But Now 
, He Sees Clearly. 
Kansas Crry, Kan., Nov. 14, 1893. 

Mr. Epitor: I hav read a few numbers 
of your valuable paper, and I must say 
that I regard it as the ne plus ultra of all 
Freethought papers of the day. I got it 
through the news agent here. I intend as 
soon as practicable to send direct to the 
office for it, as I wish to purchase some of 


the valuable books you hav for sale on the 
advance thought of the times. It is time 
now that something was done to discredit 
the doctrins that hav blighted and retarded 
the progress and the good of man. Relig- 
ious vagaries are on the increase, and so 
are all forms of crime and diabolism. 
Train-robbery, bank-robbery, and all 
other kinds of plundering and murder as 
well are the order of the day. What a 
boon Christianity is! A man can commit 
any crime under the sun and therefor be 
absolved thereafter. 

I tell you, Mr. Editor, I was blinded for 
twenty-five years by this amaurosis of 
heathen mythology. I now see clearly, 
and shall to the best of my ability fight 
this deadly nightshade of human liberty to 
the end. May the prosperous hands, 
guided by ‘‘infinit mind ”—for there is no 
power in the universe of matter, except 
mind—move on the great work and cause 
that is to elevate mankind to a nobler 
plane of civilization. 

Yours for the good of man, 

Dr. SIDNEY MURPHY. 


Consistent Objector to Political Disens- 
sion—He Attacks Neither Side. 
Riverway, N. Y., Nov. 19, 1893. 

Mr. Emptor: I wish to say, whenever I 
see a letter from our friend Peck on one 
side of the question of finance, or our 
friend Reed on the other side, I feel quite 
a strong inclination to take a hand in—I 
will not say on which side, for it seems to 
me the discussion of the subject at all in 
the columns of Tur TRUTH SEEKER is en- 
tirely out of place. I believe I giv expres- 
sion to the wishes of nine-tenths of the 
subscribers of the paper when I express 
the hope that the time will come in the 
near future when you will print no letter 
on the subject on either side. By the bye, 
as I am writing I would like to say that 
the letter of R. B. Westbrook in last 
TRUTH Szexer in relation to the Sunday 
opening of the World’s Fair clearly dem- 
onstrates. in my opinion (if there remained 
any doubt before), his unfitness to repre- 
sent any Liberal association as presideut, 
or even a representativ. speaker on the 
Liberal platform. It is to be hoped he will 
not attempt to pose further as a Liberal 
leader, until he has ‘“‘evoluted”’ up into 
the free atmosphere of Freethought. 

Gro. L. PRATT. 


Paul and Paine of One Mind About God. 
New Yorz, N. Y., Nov. 12, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: In conversation with many 
people, Iam surprised to learn how many 
are ignorant of the value of Thomas 
Paine’s works. They had heard a great 
deal about him, but never read his ‘‘ Age 
of Reason.” The other day, while talking 
on the subject of religion with a prominent 
member of the orthodox church, the sub- 
ject of Thomas Paine’s belief in religion 
was broached. The church member was 
rabid when any reference was made to 
Paine’s morality. ‘* Why,” said I, ‘‘ hav 
you ever read ‘The Age of Reason?’” 
“Yes.” ‘*Did you find in it aught but 
truth?” ‘‘I found in it Infidelity.” ‘‘Now, 
my friend, Thomas Paine professed to be 
a Deist, and acknowledged onlv one God 
—not the three-in-one that reason cannot 
understand. You believe that every word 
in the Bible isthe word of God?” ‘‘ Yes.” 
‘ Well, the Apostle Paul believed as 
Thomas Paine did—that there is no God 
but one, the father of all things. You 
wil find it in 1 Cor. viii., 5; also in Gal. 
iii., 20; again in 1 Tim. ii., 5—‘For there 
is one God.’” This staggered my friend; 
he refused to talk with meany more. Oh, 
what ignorance, superstition, and bigotry 
there are in the majority of church peo- 
ple! Freetbinkers are few, but thanks to 
reason and good understanding they are 
multiplying. S. R. THORNE. 


Where Is the Vietory? 
Bineuamton, N. Y., Nov. 7, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: The fact that the civilized 
world has not yet been one quarter con- 
verted to the Christian faith can only be 
accounted for by the fallibility and unnat- 
uralness of the teachings and doctrins of 
the church; an? its present existence 
and strength in the Caucasian race and 
those dominated by this race, proves a 
victory whose extent and value is far 
from being commensurate with its gigantic 
and terrible cost. 


By every known and imaginable means, 
fair and foul, practiced by the dominant 
powers of the world, the conversion of the 
human race to Christianity has been 
sought with an ardor that must hav 
acbieved the most complete success had it 
been that the religion were true and based 
upon a foundation of fact or even proba- 
bility. 

Throughout the entire Christian era 
convers‘ons to the faith hav been secured 
by an appeal, not to reason and intellect 
and by the production of palpable evi- 
dence, but to fear, superstition, and blind 
faith in the existence of supernatural con- 
ditions and beings as unknown and un- 
proved to those who asserted their exist- 
ence as to those who listened to the asser- 
tions. Add to this the thousavd-and-one 
temporal advantages offered to the worldly 
and strong, and the spiritual joys offered 
to theimaginativ, superstitions, and weak. 

During this era men hav lived in great 
numbers whose opinions, formed by the 
evidences of nature, were contrary to the 
Christian doctrins. During all that time 
these doubters hav been in a vast major- 
ity. The millions who hav chosen death 
and torture rather than to utter falsehood 
in recanting and accepting the faith were 
certainly fewer in number than those who, 
under the circumstances, hav taken the 
most reasonable and practical course and 
either kept their opinions a secret, or, 
when forced to speak, hav represented 
themselvs believers in the faith when they 
were not. i 

Any religion, to establish which such 
means were found necessary, must, in the 
nature of things, become weak in time 
and finally obsolete. In spite of biblical 
and modern evangelical assumption and 
boast, the supernatural doctrins of Chris- 
tianity will fade out of human life, out of 
the memory of man, and possibly even 
from the printed and written history of 
man. We note an upward, perfecting pro- 
cess in the mental, moral, and physical 
growth of humanity, the result of an in- 
creasing understanding of nature, and the 
non-reliance in supernature as an agent 
in itself for either good or evil. 

J. B. Swert. 


Did Not Know What. Is in the Bible. 


GarpgEav, Pa., Nov. 11, 293. 

Mr. Eprtor: Inclosed find $5.25 to ap- 
ply on the grand old Troura Sezer. It 
is beyond my comprehension how anyone 
can giv up Liberal works for the religious 
trash with which the country is flooded. 
Many of my acquaintances in this part of 
the moral vineyard are of that stamp for 
popularity, They are not worthy of the 
name Freethinker; they are not Free- 
thinkers, so to speak, 

A short time ago I had some sport with 
a runner from the Young Men’s Christian 
Association, in the shape of a Bible agent. 
He lingered long and lovingly upon the 
beauties of his faith. I became tired of 
such nonsense, and turned the tables on 
him. At first he seemed to think I was 
just ready for the lunatic asylum. T re- 
ferred him to several works on. Free- 
thought which I hav. He asked if the au- 
thors of these works could substantiate 
their statements. Most assuredly; we do 
not base our doctrins upon myth. Then 
I referred him to the Bible for proof. 
He said such statements are untrue; they 
are not that way in the true Bible. ‘‘ True 
Bible,” I said, ‘‘I should like to see one.” 
“T can show you one,” said he, ‘‘and I 
would like to see yours.” Bibles com- 
pared and found to be the same. All he 
could say was, “I must go.” ‘‘No, not 
yet,” I said. ‘‘I hava beautiful and in- 
structiv little work which ! presume you 
never saw; it will just suit your case.” 
(Producing ‘‘ Bible Morals,” by John E. 
Remsburg.) He just glanced at it and re- 
marked, ‘‘It is blasphemy.” ‘‘Is it, in- 
deed?” said I; ‘‘really, I was not aware of 
it; is it wrong to quote passages of script- 
ure?” ‘*QOh, no!” ‘‘Then permit me to 
read a few verses, and you may look them 
up in your Bible.” I proved to him that 
falsehood and deception, theft, robbery, 
and murder were sanctioned and even en- 
couraged by the Bible. He could stand it 
no longer; he put his precious idol in his 
pocket and started for the door. Said I: 
“Stop! I hav one.thing more of great im- 
portance to you; that is something for 


your banner, or rather one you support 
(the Woman’s Christian Temperance 
Union banner)—‘ Wine which cheereth 
God and man;’ ‘ Destroy it not, for a bless- 
ing it is’” ‘‘Say, Mrs., what will you 
take for that book—I want it?” ‘‘ To de- 
stroy it?” I asked. ‘‘No, I want to read 
it.” Said T: “I will giv itto you if you 
will read it carefully all through and not 
destroy it.” He replied: ‘‘I promis to 
read it all through with care, and return it 
by mail if you hav no other.” “Oh,” I ` 
said, ‘‘I know where I can get plenty 
more; this is only the sixth one, and I will 
giv it to you, asking only that you read it.” 
“Iwill do so with pleasure,” he said, ‘‘and 
return it.” Then he departed, feeling 
much calmer in his mind, and in two weeks 
it came back with name and address. 
: Mrs. E. N. FAIROHILD. 


This Man Is on the Freethought Anxious 
Seat. 
Farrvituz, N. B., Nov. 12, 1898. 

Mr. Eprror: Several weeks ago I sent 
you $3 for THe TRUTH SEEKER for six 
months and the ‘‘Cosmian Hymn Book.” 
T am well pleased with mv investment. 
The ‘‘Cosmian Hymn Book” is away 
ahead of the blasphemous ‘‘ Gospel 
Hymns.” I now inclose $1, for which 
please send me ‘‘Some Mistakes of Moses,” 
by Colonel Ingersoll. I am interested in 
Moses, I think that the Commandments 
he gave to his people are the best part of 
the Bible, and would like to get the 
opinion of an educated man of this time 
on them. However, the character, Jesus 
Christ, tried to improve on the Command- 
ments and made a muddle of it. In fact, 
be broke the second one in telling people 
to worship something in the likeness of 
the earth beneath, I also would like to 
hav a copy of the ‘‘Age of Reason,” by 
the much-talked-of Thomas Paine. I am 
not one of that kind of people who will 
look on only one side of a question, and 
burn all literature on the other side with- 
out looking at it. The remaining twenty- 
five cents will also buy a copy of ‘‘Sabbath- 
Breaking,” by John E. Remsburg. Mr. 
Remsburg takes a good picture and writes 
a good hand, and-will, no doubt, hav some 
very clever thoughts to propound on the 
Sabbath. 

In your last issue, Watson Heston re- 
presents General Booth in rather a danger- 
ous position, It is to be hoped that 
he may recover his reason before he 
plunges into the abyss. It is the music 
and excitement that keep the Salvation 
Army together. Why don’t you Infidels 
unite and form & new sect? Take the 
good part of the Bible for a foundation in 
order to please the people and the govern- 
ment. You know the book is not all bad. 
Then weed out the bad part and replace it 
by good. People don’t like sudden 
changes. They want things done gradu- 
ally. It is right, too, to sing praises to 
the God of Nature, although he ought to 
be ashamed of himself for having allowed 
so much cruelty, injustice, and misery to 
come into the world through having made 
people bow to violations of the second 
Commandment of Moses. However, God 
knows what he is about, and in fifty years, 
more or less, Jesus Christ will be a thing 
of the past, and there will be universal 
peace, & universal languags, and no 
paupers. The English language will con- 
quer. First, it will be spelled phonetically - 
and then people will see improvements 
that can be made in its words. Iam doing 
what I can on the side of truth and happi- 
ness. The people here say: ‘‘We admit 
that nature doesn’t make sudden changes 
like those mentioned in the New Testa- 
ment, but what would the country be. 
witbout churches? Why, people would be 
robbing and killing one another.” Ireply 
that there are too many churches and they 
don’t giv more than ten per cent of the 
morality they ought. FRANK JARVIS, 

[The Commandments of Moses were 
evolved from the experiences of the race. 
He was not their originator, nor the 
formulator of several of them. Some of 
them are good, some bad. Some are in 
no sense adapted to this age, notably those 
concerning the making of images, the 
worship of gods, and the observance of 
the seventh day. Freethinkers accept the 
“ good part ” of the Bible as they do of all 
other books. A ‘‘sect” founded on the 
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good part of the Bible would hav a very 
narrow foundation, for knowledge has 
made tremendous strides since the various 
parts of that work were written. One- 
book worship has been the curse of the 
world; Freethinkers want none of it. Our 
friend’s ‘‘God of nature” seems to be a 
sorry thing to sing praises to, as he sees 
and honestly admits. Much more rational 
and healthful exercises can easily be found. 
How does Mr. Jarvis know that ‘‘God knows 
what he is about”? Language is a growth, 
and the English language, like all other 
live ones, is constantly undergoing modifi- 
cation. Those who say that crimes would 
be rampant were it not fcr the restraining 
influences of Christianity forget that there 
were high civilizations before its birth, 
that the most colossal crimes of the ages 
were committed by peoples wholly under 
the domination of the churches, and that 
crime is almost epidemic in Christian 
lands to-day. Do these objectors mean 
that they would steal and murder and 
torture were it not that they believe in 
spooks and a sacred book? Is thatall that 
makes them decent citizens?—Ep. T. S.] 


The “ National?’ Heresy and Its Father- 
hood of Monopolies. 
Minyzeaporis, Minn., Nov. 15, 18938. 
Mr. Eprror: I notice from time to time 
that some of your correspondents in their 
communications indulge in a little dig at 
polities. Taking license therefrom, I will 
deviate from an Atheistic or theological 
essay, and write a short political one, 
Having studied politics to some extent 
I am satisfied that our forefathers in es- 
_ tablishing our government never intended 
that it should hav any national powers 
whatever. Therefore, they established a 
‘foundation for a government by adopting 
a federal constitution. The two kinds of 
government—national and federal, if the 
terms be rightly understood—are directly 
opposed and antagonistic in their nature. 
Not a single clause or sentence in the 
Constitution made by our fathers can be 
found that by any fair or honest interpre- 


tation can be construed to show onr gov- | 


ernment has or ever had any national or 
sovereign powers whatever. There is, 
however, part of a sentence, composed of 
two words, ‘‘ general welfare,” in Article 
I., section 8, for raising means’ to pay the 
legitimate expenses of the government, 
which, if taken out of the sentence and 
placed alone by themselvs— which by print- 
ers and others is not considered an honest 
way to interpret written sentences, as it 
conveys ideas that are absolutely different 
from what the whole intends to convey— 
might giva shadowy justification of the 
nationalistic idea. 

By many these two words are so taken 
out of the sentence and construed. If the 
construction be correct, then, of course, 
our general government has national and 
supreme powers over federal or any other 
powers. Otberwise not, if not a fair and 
honest construction. No one having a 
word to say on any legislation whatever, 
but Congress. All the rest must submit 
without question or protest, or even with- 
out being consulted or asked. A national 
government de facto, indeed. The result 
of legislation under this construction is 
plainly visible. Every heavy capitalist, 
and corporations of all kinds having 
abundant wherewith to support and back 
them, from all parts of the country, at 
almost every session, are at the doors of 
Congress (many members of which are 
deeply interested in ‘‘ general welfare”), 
with the idea of ‘‘general welfare” in 
their minds or for their especial benefit, 
concocting innumerable schemes of some 
sort in the way of subsidies, loans of 
credit, land grants, protection to Ameri- 
can industries, eto., in the interest of 
t‘ general welfare,” whereby millionaires 
are made. Many of these millionaires put 
their illegitimate gains, paid for by labor, 
into church properties, educational and 
so-called charitable institutions, which 
are run under the care and control of 
churches at an enormous expense, exempt 
from taxation, thereby increasing the 
burden, all of which must be paid in the 
end by increased taxes upon the laboring 
masses. All these schemes are inaugur- 
ated under the unconstitutional idea of 
“ general welfare,” in order that the 
general government may aid them in their 


schemes whether they be legitimate or en- 
tirely of a speculativ nature. 

Almost all the men employed by or liv- 
ing in the neighborhood of these political 
schemers are taught and made to believe 
that their wages, their living, their pros- 
perity, and the happiness of themselvs 
and families, depends entirely upon sup- 
porting these political schemers by their 
votes at election, notwithstanding the fact, 
which they ought to know, that whatever 
advantage or pecuniary profit may accrue 
to the already rich, to rich corporations, 
monopolists, and political schemers, bas 
to be paid for in the end by taxes upon 
the consumers, and by those who patron- 
ize their money-making schemes that are 
carried by the general government. All 
of these taxes hav to be paid in wealth that 
agricultural and other labor has produced, 
the rich paying no more than the poor man, 
for the reason that he is engaged in traffick- 
ing in the wealth that labor produces, and 
thereby does not produce a dollar’s worth 
of wealth himself, and cannot consume any 
more wealth—except in the way of luxu- 
ries—that he ean eat and wear out, than 
the poor man does. Agriculturists and 
all other laboring classes engaged in labor- 
ing and producing the wealth that the 
rich traffic in, should thoroughly study 
these principles and examin all the 
schemes concocted by the wealthy and 
non-wealth-producing classes for the gov- 
ernment to carry in the interest of ‘‘ gen- 
eral welfare.” 

Witness the purchasing clause of the 
silver or ‘‘ Sherman act,” which is only one 
of the many schemes for the government to 
carry rich corporations and monopolists to 
their advantage and profit. A large con- 
tract cannot be made with a single one of 


them except upon the basis of gold pay- 


ments, Would it not be just as legit- 
imate, and just as much for the ‘‘ general 
welfare,” for Congress to pass a bill ccm- 
pelling the general government to pur- 
chase and carry for the benefit of farmers 
2,500,000 bushels of farm products a 
month, or to purchase and distribute to 
the laboring masses $2,500,000 worth a 
month of provisions and clothing, in order 


to carry them along, which in any event— 
no matter what the scheme—they are 
obliged to pay for in the end, with all the 
costs of collecting and handling added? 
Geo. Davis. 


Reconstruct. 

Mr. Eprror: It has been said—by Pro- 
fessor Tyndall, I think—that ‘‘ nothing is 
absolutely stable. From the smallest par- 
ticle to the ocean everything oscillates. 
Oscillation is the condition of life; immo- 
bility a sign of death; and the general 
powers of nature which regulate the inor- 
ganic as well as the organic world never 
rest.” 

Yes, laws change, creeds change, gov- 
ernments change—because the minds of 
men change. And would it not now be an 
appropriate time to calmly and reflectivly 
considerthe status guo of our own boasted 
‘“best government on earth”? If really 
the best, as many over-patriotic enthusiasts 
proudly and defiantly claim it to be, where, 
oh, where hav intelligence, truth, and jus- 
tice secreted their diminished heads? Look 
for a moment at some figures which repre- 
sent facts: 

The state of New Hampshire embraces 
in a territory of 9,280 square miles a pop- 
ulation of 876,530. She has a governor, 
lieutenant-governor, and state officials 
generally, local officers of counties, cities, 
and towns; 24 state senators, 358 repre- 
sentativs, and two senators, and her quota 
of representativs in Ccngress—thus giving 
an office to every fortieth one of her popu- 
lation! 

Several other of the small states are alike 
—or nearly alike—tax-ridden for the sup- 
port of their vast armies of officials. They 
certainly ought to be well governed—or 
plundered! 

Now, a few figures as to the area of 
states, each of which, according to our 
*‘very just laws,” requires alike two sen- 


ators in Congress: , 
Square miles. 


combined population of the other five 
states numbers less than one-third the 
population of New York state, and only a 
little more than one-third that of Penn-. 


struction of the main sluice-ways to facili- 


Excluding that of Massachusetts, the 


sylvania. 

The territory of the above six states 
combined is less than one-half that of 
either Colorado, Idaho, Kansas, Nevada, 
North Dakota, Oregon, South Dakota, or 
Wyoming; less than one-third that of the 
territories of either Arizona or New Mex- 
ico; less than one-fourth that of Califor- 
nia or Montana, and more than one-seventh 
less than that of Texas. In other words, 
forty-two states, each with a greater area 
than that of the combined six, or two hun- 
dred states more than equaling the terri- 
tory of Rhode Island, might `be carved 
from Texas, with a considerable number 
of acres to spare! 

Without some special line or mark ‘of in- 
dication, how many persons are there who 
can point out the boundarics of a state, or 
even of a county; and what, if anything, 
inheres in the soil to render it more fertil 
or more to be revered under one title than 
under another, when it happens to be ge- 
ographically a few yards or miles east, 
west, north, or south of an imaginary line? 
Is not state sentimentality, in our day of 
railroad and telegraph, extremely uncos- 
mopolitan, if not ridiculous? 

In behalf of Justice (with a big J) let us 
adopt a common-sens form of govern- 
ment, instead of stolidly adhering to that 
of the dark and troublous ages of war- 
whooping savages. Let us hav, not a union 
with plainly visible disintegrating ele- 
ments, but a union of uniform laws, of 
equal and exact justice, of universal 
liberty, and unmistakable loyalty. 

Sucezsrrv.—Let us then, as soon as it 
can be legally done, divide the 8,580,000 
square miles now comprising our territory 
into twenty equal parts or states of about 
179,000 square miles—each of which states 
to be again divided into twenty parts or 
counties, and these counties into con- 
veniently sized precincts or districts. For 
the sake of brevity these states may be 
designated as A, B, O, D, E, G, H, J, L, 
M, N, O, P, R, S, T, V, X, Y, Z; the 
counties by numbers, in figures, from 10 
to 29, and the precincts by numerals. No 
two cities, towns, or post-offices should be 
of the same name. In case of the acquisi- 
tion of other territorv on the continent 
(which seems probable) it should be 
similarly divided, and may be distin- 
guished as Aa, Bb, Cc, Dd, ete, or by 
any other simple method agreed upon. 
Islands acquired may retain their own 
names. 

Is not every great city, with a popula- 
tion of more than 500,000, an incubus 
upon a nation—a concentratinn of vice, 
immorality, and suffering? 

. In Arizona, New Mexico, Nevada, Utah, 
and many other states and territories, 
there are millions of acres of land which 
require only irrigation to render them 
productiv. Now, as no one can honestly 
earn so much as will amount in value to 
$1,000,000, would it not be just, proper, 
and right to enact a law forbidding the 
transmission by will, gift, or otherwise, to 
heirs, friends, or any others, individually 
or combinedly, or to any society, institution, 
or organization of any designation whatso- 
soever, a sum total of more than $1,000,000; 
and, further, that in all cases where any in- 
dividual may, at or prior to their death, be 
found possessed of a greater amvuntin value 
than that sum, should it not inure to the 
accretion of a government fund, primarily 
to be used in the work of securely damming 
various canyons in the Sierra Nevada, the 
Rocky, and other mountains, and the con- 


tate such irrigation? It is quite necessary 
for us to remember that ‘‘public liberty 
cannot progress except by the decay of 


personal greatness and personal wealth, ”- 


and that ‘‘ the overbalance of one man is 
tyranny, of a few oligarchy.” 

It may seem radical—perhaps very 
radical—but nevertheless it is the writer’s 
opinion, founded on just principles, that 
there should be no gambling in the price 
of stocks, bonds, or securities of any char- 
acter; cotton, grains, or anything pro- 
duced by labor or used by the public; and 
that all banks, excepting simply a few for 
the convenience of secure deposits, should 


be rendered virtually non-existent hv da- 
claring it illegal and penal for any in tivid- 
ual or institution to exact more than one 
per cent per annum on loans of any 
amount or for any purpose 
aggregation of dollars, either. honestly or 
by fraud, the privilege being granted of 
obtaining from five to twelve per cent, as at 
present the codes of various states declare 
to be ‘‘legal,” the inert dollars do their 
owner’s share of labor, ‘while he is ‘* law- 
fully,” though unjustly, exempted from 
soiling his hands. 


For by the 


After an equal division of our territory, 


full power being granted. we should enact 
an entirely new and uniform code of gen- 
eral laws for the governance of the people 
of all the states in the Union. 


Some- 
thing like what is, in part, suggested here 
might prove effectiv. To the dictums of 
Moses, ‘‘ Thou shalt not kill,” and ‘*Thou 
shalt not steal,” we should add, ‘‘under 
penalty of death,” leaving no mythical 
loophole through which to craw] to glory. 
We should hav the Confucian exhortation 
enforced: ‘‘Do nothing unto others that 
you would not hav others do to you.” 

We should inhibit voting by the igno- 
rant and the foreigner until after their 
due qualification; render illegal all polit- 
ical primaries and conventions, and make 
the unsolicited choice of the people the 
only legally elected officers for any official 
position. 

In all cases whero violations of law are 
indubitably proven, the mandates of the 
statute in such case made and provided 
should be, without further trial or cere- 
mony, immediately enforced. 

All persons, children as well as adults, 
male and female. should be daily and duly 
instructed in the laws—particnlarly of 
meum et tuum—and warned as to their 
undeviating and inexorable features. 

These laws should go into effect Jan. 1, 
1900, or sooner if lawfully ordered by the 
voice of the people. Why? 

Because, since our earliest history, there 
hav been Confucius, Laou-tsze (of the 
Taos), Buddha, Brahma. Moses, Moham- 
med, Jesus, Joe Smith, Miller, and numer- 
ous others not necessary to mention, who. 
hav, in their way, apparently endeavored 
to inculcate the principlesof truth, honesty, 
justice, etc., and notwithstanding all the 
mythical penalties threatened to be thun- 
dered upon them from Sinai by a wrathful, 
offended creator, and all the labors of the 
priestly callings—at a cost to the people of 
many hundred millions of dollars per 
year—we are yet, in this ‘‘advanced age” 
of law and so-called justice, compelled to 
expend an equal number of millions of 
dollars every year in support of police- 
men, constables, jurymen, lawyers, sher- 
iffs, judges, and many other officials, to 
“enforce law and order.” 

From the days of Moses to the days of 
Jesus, the a'most incessant cries among 
Asiatics, Egyptians, and Europeans. were 
“War, war,” ‘‘slaughter, slanghter,” 
“ plunder, plunder,” ‘‘ death to heretics!” 
From the days of Jesus, with brief iater- 
vals, until a very recent period, nearly 
similar dread cries hav been heard in vari- 
ous lands. Our own ‘‘civilized” and 
‘Christianized ” people hav not escaped 
a fearful struggle, in order to maintain a 
national existence, even with all the 
“ prayerful aid” rendered by the multi- 
million infallibles of— 

‘“ Hold!—too radical—too harsh.” 

Say you so? Why tamper with truth? 
‘Tis trne it may not always be ‘‘ politic.” 
Let politics avaunt—‘‘skedaddle”’! 

“« Magna est veritas, et prevalebit,” was 
written by a Latin sage, many, many 
years ago, and 

“Truth crushed to earth will rise again,” 
was penned by Bryant before the—the— 
trial of Dr. Cook; but when will ‘‘ truth 
prevail’? when will she ‘rise again”? 
Mr. Bryant bas poetically answered: 

“The eternal years of God are hers.” 

Too long, oh! too long to wait for the 
“returns.” 

“« Fiat justitia, ruat cælum!” And 
yet, as the heavens cannot fall, giv, ob, 
giv us more of justice, that we may be en- 
dowed with the power to lift truth from 
her down-trodden, in-the-mud, ‘‘ crushed- 
to-earth” condition. Then, and not til] 
then, can our Union hope to blaze out as 
a beacon light for the betterment of the 
people of the world. H. C. R. 
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Children’s Borner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wrxon, Fall 
River. Mass., to whom all Communica- 
“ions for this Corner should be sent. 


“ Between the dark and the daylight. 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a panse in the dav’s occupations 
That is known as the Children’s Hour.” 


How the Leaves Came Down. 


Tl tell you how the leaves came down. 
The great tree to his children: 
“Youre getting sleepy, yellow and brown, 
Yes, very sleepy, little red; 
It is quite time you went to bed.” 


“ Ah!” begged each silly, pouting leaf, 
“TLet'us a little longer stay; 
Dear father tree, behold our grief; 
"Tis such a very pleasant day. 
We do not want to go away.” 


So just for one more merry day, 
To the great tree the leaflets clung; 
Frolicked and danced and had their way, 
Upon the autumn breezes swung, 
Whispering all their sports among. 


* Perhaps the great tree will forget,’ 
And let us stay until the spring, 
If we all beg and coax and fret.” 
But the great tree did no such thing; 
He smiled to hear their whispering. 


“Come, children, all to bed,” he cried; 
And ere the leaves could urge their prayer, 
He shook his head, and far and wide, 
Fluttering and rustling everywhere, 
Down sped the leaflets through the air. 


Isaw them; on the ground they lay, 
Golden and red, a huddled swarm, 
Waiting till one from far away, 
White bed-clothes heaped upon herarm, 
Should come to wrap them safe and warm, 


The great bare tree looked down and smiled— 
“ Good night, dear leaves,” he said; 
And from below each sleepy child 
Replied, “ Good-vight,” and murmured, 
“ Jt is go nice to go to bed.” 
Susan COOLIDGE. 


— 


Swans. 


Bennie and Mamie Nelton came run- 
ning in one day from Mrs. Lang’s, where 
they had been sent on an errand for their 
mother. 

“Oh, mamma!” exclaimed Bennie, 
‘Mrs. Lang gave us two goose eggs.” 

‘Real goose eggs,” added Mamie. 

« Hong Kong goose eggs,” said Bennie, 
‘Cand when they are on the water they 
arch their long necks and look like swans.” 

«Who ever heard of goose eggs swim- 
ming on the water and looking like swans?” 
This from papa. 

“It’s the geese that look like swans,” 
explained Bennie, ‘‘and they are all over 
white, and the goose says——” 

«Honk! konk!” interrupted Mamie, 
“gnd the—the——” 

‘c Gander says ‘Eureka! eureka!’” fin- 
ished Bennie. 

‘But these are only eggs, and not 
geese,” said mamma. 

« But the white hen wants to sit,” re- 
turned Bennie; ‘‘can’t we put them under 
her to-night and let her hatch them? Mrs. 
Lang said they would be just right for 
Thanksgiving.” 

` Mrs. Nelton gave them the required per- 
mission, and they were happy. The hen sat 
upon these eggs one week; then some 
hen’s eggs were added; thus in four weeks 
there were seven little chickens and two 
downy, golden goslings. The latter the 
hen refused to own, and pecked at them 
savagely. 

‘¢Oh, oh, the bad hen!” exclaimed Ma- 
mie. 

‘¢ What shall we do with them?” queried 
Bennie. , 

‘The hen will kill them, and they are 
so sweet,” said Mamie. 

«We will bring them up by hand,” re- 
plied mamma. 

Papa made a little pon for them near 
the house. 

« What are you digging that round hole 
for, papa?” asked Bennie. 

“« Wait a minute and you will see,” and 
presently he placed in the hollow a brim- 
ming pan of water. 

‘« You see,” said mamma, “‘if the pan 
was on the top of the ground they could 
not reach the water.” 

“What will they eat?’ questioned 
Mamie. 

Mamma put one spoonful of corn meal 
and three spoonfuls of shorts or middlings 
in a cup and wet it with sweet milk, which 
she fed to them. ‘‘Now they are sleepy, 

snd we will put them in this box, cover 


them over with flannel, and take them 
into the house.” 

How cunning they were, and how they 
did grow. By Thanksgiving they were a 
beautiful pair, and would follow Bennie 


| and Mamie everywhere when allowed to 


do so; and when they commenced to 
say, ‘Honk! konk!” and ‘‘ Eureka!” the 
children jumped for joy. They persisted 
in calling them swans, and Mr. and Mrs. 
Nelton fel] also into the habit. 

“Well,” said Mr. Nelton one day, ‘‘ to- 
morrow is Thanksgiving and I must go 
out and kill those swans, so they will be 
ready for to-morrow.” 

Mamie commenced to cry, while Bennie 
exclaimed: ‘ʻO papa! we'd rather eat just 
nothing ’cept bread and milk, or ’tato;” 
then he too broke down and they sobbed 
in concert. 

‘°Twould be ’most murder, ’twould 
paps,” said Mamie. 

‘“Wonld it be any nearer murder to 
kill the swans than to deprive any other 
living creature of the life to which I think 
they hav the same right that human 
beings hav?” asked mamma, 

**But we like meat,” returned Bennie. 

‘Then perhaps you would like a piece 
of swan?” 

‘c Oh, no, mamma, I’d rather never see 
any meat.” : 

“Mamma never eats it,” 
Mamie. 

“ That’s so,” assented Bennie. 

‘Suppose we say we will never eat any 
meat or hav any in the house,” said papa. 
‘We will hav milk, cream, butter, eggs, 
olive oil, vegetables, and plenty of fruit.” 

** And bread?” 

‘Yes, and sometimes pudding and pie. 
What do you say—shall it be meat or no 
meat?” 

‘No meat,” they answered. 

“T don’t think I could eat meat any 
more,” said Mamie. ‘‘I’d always think of 
swan.” S. ATHENA Macoon. 

re a a 


Correspondence. 


Prnacoog, N. H., Nov. 6, 1893. 
Drar Miss Wrxon: I hav lately read 
your ‘‘All in a Lifetime,” and I do so wish 
everybody could read it. Ourfriend, Mr. 
Rockwood of Boston, kindly sent it to me. 
TJ think it the very best story I ever read. 
And nowI am more anxions to see you 
than ever. Asseon as I can I am going to 
hav ‘‘All in a Lifetime” do missionary 
work by sending it through the mails to 
those I wish to read it. Mr. Broadbelt sent 
me ‘‘ Almost Persuaded ” by Will N. War- 
ben. I sm seeing how many I can get to 
read it. It is very nice. Sincerely thine, 

Erra MARDEN. 


observed 


SProKanE, Wasa., Oct. 30, 1893. 
Drar Miss Wrxon: Twill try to write to 
the Children’s Corner for the first time. I 
will be eight years old the eleventh of 
January. I bav been going to school 
seven months and I am in the A second 
reader. Mv papa takes Tos TRUTH 
SEEKER. IT hav a little brother. He is 
one vear old. His name is Lloyd Inger- 
soll Sharpless. If T see this in print I will 

write again. I will close my letter now. 

Maun SHARPLESS. 
{Maud will always see her letters to the 
Corner in print when they are as good as 

this one.—Ep, ©. C.J 


WESTMINSTER, CAL., Oct 30, 1898. 

Dear Miss Wrxow: I thought I would 
write te the Children’s Corner. This is 
my second letter. It has been a long time 
since I last wrote. Our school has started. 
I go toschool. Iam in the fifth grade. I 
study reading, Jancuage, arithmetic. spell- 
ing, drawing, music and writing. Yester- 
dav was my birthdav. I was eleven years 
old. We hav two teachers. My teacher’s 
name is Mr. Conley. This is the second 
term he has tanght here. I like him very 
much. On October 15th. we and a few of 
our neighbors went to the ocean. We had 
a little picnic and we had a nice time. It 
was too cold to gc in bathing. I remain 
your Liberal friend, 


Litre B. GALLUP. 


[Will you not tell us something of what 
you saw at the ocean—along the shore, the 
rolling billows, etc. ?—Ep. C. C.] 


Hooxszpureu, O., Nov. 7, 1898, 

Dear Miss Wrxon: This is mv first let- 
ter to the Children’s Corner. My father 
takes THE TRUTH SEEKER, and we like to 
read it very much. My age is twelve 
years. We liv two miles from Hooksburgh 
and nine miles from McConnelaville, our 
county seat. T don’t go to school, for we 
hav vacation before our winter school be- 
gins. I liv ina hilly country. We oulti- 
vate corn, wheat, oats, potatoes, and hav 


some fruit, such as apples, peaches, pears, 
and plums. I would like for some of the 
little Freethinkers of the Corner to write 
tome. I will close. hoping to see this in 
print. Your Liberal friend 
Ovzssrz A, Hoops. 
[Another bright girl added to our Cor- 
ner family. Here are the Freethinkers of 
the future, and all must admit they are a 
splendid lot.—Ep. C. C.] 


CENTRAL Port, Ore., Nov. 2, 1893. 

Drar Miss Wrxon: As T havn’t written 
any letter to the Corner for some time I 
thought I would write one to-day. 

Near where I liv is a camp-ground on 
which was held a meeting, lasting about 
two weeks. I went once or twice and it 
disgusted me. 

Nearly all my school-mates are church- 
members, and they try to shame me, but I 
hold my own. 

Well, I will close. I wish some of the 
girls of the Corner would write to me. 

I remain your true Liberal friend, 

Loire BEALL. 


[Never mind, Lulie, what they say to 
you. You know the right is on your side. 
Show by your daily actions how superior 
a little freethinking girl can be. Be kind 
and good and just to all.—Ep. ©. C.] 


SALMON Arm, B. C., Oct. 29, 1898. 

Dear Miss Wrxon: Having seen in a re- 
cent number of Tue Trurx SEEKER that 
De Etta Hooper wanted a name for her 
baby brother, I wish to propose mine. It 
is rot at all a common name—Bella. 

There was a good joke on one of our 
Methodist neighbors who keeps a boarding- 
honse. A well-dressed young man went 
in there and had his supper and a bed, but 
before breakfast he said he had to read a 
chapter from the word of God. This he 
did, and he was served with the best. 
But after eating he slipped out the back 
way and forgot to pav; he then made for 
the railway tracks. We do not take THE 
TRUTH SREKER, but my brother-in-law 
does. I like to read it, especially the Chil- 
dren’s Corner. I am named after a Free- 
thinker; the late Bella Bishop of Wiscon- 
sin, U.S. Your Liberal friend, 

BELLA BOLTON. 

[Our Corner can boast of a large num- 
ber of very bright girls and boys. Bella 
is among that nnmber.—Ep. C. C.] i 

Drar, N. J., Nov. 5, 1898. 

Dear Miss Wrxown: I thought I would 
write afew lines. This is mv first attempt 
to write to the Children’s Corner. Iam 
nine years old. My little sister is only 
seven years old. Her name is Maud. She 
is a cripple, and has to wear braces. She 
bas a club foot. She is just beginning to 
walk a little each day without her braces, 
and we are so very glad to think she may 
get well. a 

Papa has been taking Taz TRUTH SEEKER 
for ten or twelve years. I think it is a 
nice paper. I read the Children’s Corner 
every week, and take great pleasure in 
reading the letters of little girls. 

Delair is a little village of fifty houses, 
five miles from Camden. Papa goes to 
work every day in Philadelphia, and he 
goes to Camden one night a week to take 
music lessons, He is learning the clar- 
ionet. Papa savs he wants me to learn the 
violin and Maud the cornet when we get a 
little older. ELS® JACKSON. 

[A good letter from a good girl. We 
hope Maud will soon be well and able to 
write a letter for the Corner. If prayers 
would avail, we would pray for her lame- 
ness to be overcome. But praying is use- 
less and a waste of time. So we must trust 
to skill, good care and attention, and await 


results.—Ep. C. C.] 
Aronson, Kaw., Nov. 4, 1893. 

Dear Miss Wrxon: The hour has once 
more arrived when I feel it my duty to 
write a few lines to the Children’s Corner. 
Tt seems to me that I am not doing my 
duty towards Freethought unless I can 
write and express my thoughts often in 
the grand old TRUTH SEEKER. Our great 
orator, Col: R. G. Ingersoll, has just lect- 
ured here, and I must say that we ought 
to feel very proud to hav such a grand 
man in our field. I think it is impossible 
to find a grander man ora finer orator. 
Tt seems strange that anyone could believe 
difterently from him after once seeing 
him, let alone hearing him. Just think: 
The smartest man living, and then for peo- 
nle to believe differently and curse and 
slander him for the way he believes. His 
anbject here was ‘‘Myth and Miracle.” 
He had avery large audience, consisting 
of the best people in town. There were 
some that went with the intention of dis- 
turbing and to make fun of him, but he 
had scarcely commenced when everybody 
in the house seemed to be charmed. The 
Christians barked around terribly when 
they heard he wascoming. But you know 
barking dogs never bite. I heard several 
say that they were going to think after 
this. That'is where the question comes in. 


That is the reason there are so many 
fools in the church, because they don’t 
think what they are doing when they ac- 
cept the dogmas of superstition. It is the 
same way when they steal and murder; 
they don’t think until after it is too late. 
I think if we could keep the ball rolling 
and hav several more such lectures here 
they would all get to thinking. In Eng- 
land and Wales, in 1873, there were five 
hundred Christians to one Infidel confined 
in their prisons. It is because they did 
not think until after the deed was com- 
mitted that confined them there. In 
1880 a gentleman of Kansas wrote to Chap- 
lain McCleerv, asking this question : 
“How many Infidels are confined in the 
Kansas penitentiary?” McGleery is re- 
ported to have replied in these words: 
‘There is but one Infidel confined in the 
penitentiarv, and his Infidelity is of a 
mild form.” Too mild, you see, to keep 
him out of the penitentiary. So you can 
see that the Infidels are the thinkers, or 
there would hav been more criminals. ` 

The old soldiers are holding a reunion 
here this week. Over two hundred and 
fifty from the Home at Leavenworth are 
present; also the band from the Home. It 
is counted one of the best in the state. 
They are having a grand time, It is rather 
a pitiful sight to look at some of the old 
fellows to think of the hardships thev hav 
gone through and the fighting they did to 
free our country. 

I wish to state that I meant ‘‘ Chris- 
tian hereafter’ in my last letter. 

Hoping that I hav not taken up too 
much of your valuable space, I will close 
for this time. Yours for Liberty. 

Joun REMSBURG, JR. 

[Yes, if people would only use their rea- 
soning powers a little more this world 
would bea much better place in which to liv. 
Why, many of our youvg people of the 
Corner are better reasoners and thinkers 
than some gray heads who hav always ac- 
cepted the dictum of a priest without stop- 
ping to think whether it was reasonable or 
not.—Ep. C. C.] 
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GOD AND HIS BOOK: 


í e is book Colonel Ingersoll wrote tothe author: * You have earned the 
SABBATH - BREAKING, | paspart eieo n mgro mee ee sn o Trene arate 
’ humor, of sledgehammer vehemence, of scathing satire, of pathos and eloquence, It is one of 
al the heaviest iconoclastic broadsides ever fired at.the Jewish God and the Bible. 
— Cloth, gold letters, $1.25. ` 


Origin of the Sabbatic Idea— | WOMAN: HER GLORY, HER SHAME, AND HER GOD.” 


Christian Scriptures and the The Rev. Archdeacon Farrar said that " Christianity elevated the woman; it Bhronded 
Sabbath—E x pr oe ination of as with a halo of sacred innocence the tender years of the child.” The object of Saladin’s york 
S d Ar ici is to show the archdeacon his error,and he has succeeded. An English wiiter said of it: 

unday guments —Origin * This certainly 18 one of the most marvelous books ever issued from the press. The authori- 
of the Christian Sabbath— ties cited are unquestionable, and the result is convincing. 


Testimony of the Christian In two volumes, cloth. gilt lettered, $2.50. 


Fathers—The Sabbath dur- | JANET SMITH: A PROMISCUOUS ESSAY ON WOMAN. 


ing the Middle Ages—The ace Dean s À ‘ cate 
e This is one of the most delightful of Saladin’s books, a dissection of wonaa, with inci- 
Puritan Sabbath—Testimony dental tearing apart of man—caustic, sarcastic. yet philosophical withal, and permeated with 
of Christian Reformers, a tender reverence tor woman and exalted opiniog of what she isand should be. å merciless 
o e A satire upon certain of the conventional foibles of the day, fall of facts, fancies, truths, rare 
Scholars, and Divines—Abro- touches of genius, and bursts of elogaence. Most of the satirical shafts aimed at the woman 

gation of Sunday Laws. go past her and stick in the man behind her, audit serves him about right. 

Cloth, uncut edges, gilt top, $1. 
-Br ; l CHRISTIANITY AND THE SLAVE TRADE. 

JOHN B. REMSBURG. Acondensation of the known facts upon this subject, proving that Christianity did not 


abolish but aided this infamous traffic in human beings. To which are added such comments 
as only Saladin can make. [In paper, 80 cents. 


THE TRANSITION, 


j EKER i tion of the antagoni f the Bible and science, and of the question whether 
Se En. SA TAE TE . the vatied of alerorical portions of i the Christian Bible can be interpreted by modern science. 
28 Lafayette piece, Mew York. n paper, 20 cents. 
ROSES AND RUE. 


Being Random Notes and Sketches. Some of its aabjects are: A Last Interview with a 


7y* ` = i KO 1] HE t y 
H H | | | | : | : Í i | | N | i l Man of Genius; An Essay on Stirpiculture; Asceticism and Superstition; Capital Punishment; 
| R S C ION 0 S S Poverty; God in the Constitution; Bruno; Gods; Witchcraft, etc. This may be called Sala- 
' . din’s own book, for it is poetry in prose, and is one of the books that lovers oi “trong literature 


like to read again aud again. In cloth, gold- and silver-lettered, $1.60. 


AN AGNOSTIC’S VIEW. LAYS OF ROMANCE. 


This book reminds one of Sir Walter Scott, being romantic. historio verse, aglow in every 
page with the energy of a true and high poetic genine. 
Cloth, gold-lettered, 75 cents. 


Conrents: The Christian Dogma of Salvation; The Christian's Belief; Why Was 


the Resurrection a Secret Affair? The Age of a Story Does Not Prove Its Truth; 
ISAURE and OTHER POEMS. 

Pili:te’s Attempt to Save the Life of Jesus; Christ Before Herod; A New Indictment The title poem is a story of intense passion, touchingly told. The other twenty poems 

ci F are fresh, fragrant, thought: a, and every verse reveals the thinker, observer, and reformer. 
Against Jesus; Were the Guards Hired by the Priests? Pilate’s Motive for Secreting Every page glows with passion and throbs with life. ri 

Cloth, gold-lettered, 75 cents. 
the Bodt; Matthew’s Account of the Resurrection; Why the Angel Sat on the Stone; A FE AREFUL FLOGGING. 
Mary’s Visit; Angels; Renan’s Theory; The Disciples Were Deceived; The Identifica- By One who endured it. Based upon a manusoript in the possession of Saladin 
- a a ji A 

tion; The Ascension; Why Did Jesus Disappear? Other Strange Phenomena; The THE AGONIES OF HANGING. 

s x : X z ies j . b . a 
Chief Priests Did Not Believe in Resurrection; What Became of the Roman Guards? stor ne jn Psycholo sy; By fn o who waa cus Gorm from the gallows. Printed from manu 
The Origin of the Story; St. Paul’s Account; St. Paul’s Conversion; A Modern WHIRLWIND SOWN and REAPED. 


A short story of clerical crime and villainy founded on fact. Of this book the Open Court 
e 


Example; The Roman Governors and the Resurrection Story; The Testimony of gaid: * This nov command the same, or more, interest than Helen Gerdener’s story, * Is 
k This Your Son, My Lord?” In paper, 25 cents. : 
Contemporaneous Writers; Miracle-Workers; Is the Resurrection Well Attested? THE CONFESSIONA L. 

iration; i i j exposure of that infamous religious rite. Contents: Li. “tiousness of the Pra- 
nspiration: Conclusion, Ratacmenon (Church: Lechery of the Confessional; The Priest in Absc. ‘on; Confessions of 


-j : the Escaped Nun; Extracts from Dens and Lignori; Examination of ti. Church’s Claim to 
Prise, cloth, 15 cents; paper, 40 cents, $ havo Fostere Learning; Her Atte pts at Continency, even more Ruinous than Her elf- 


Addres THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York City. : Indulgence: The Relative Criminal Statistics of Catholicism and Protestantism a 


; Wor all af these warka vidre THE TROT SEEKER, 9 Lefarattes Place. Mew Hart ” 
F d Matter;| THE ELIMINATOR mes ere renee 
i 
orce and Matter; ' 
ad ee oi HAND-BOOK 
Paimesples af the, Natural Order or the Uni 
yerse, with a System of Morali y Sk | t K t § d t I$ t 
Based Thereon. ` ele ol bys 0 acer 0 d aore $: OF ; A 
By Proressor LUDWIG BUCHNER, M.D. ; i . 
VUNTENTS ; a A D 
oroo and Matter, The Fitness of Things in “Write me no more fables, lest 1 be a fool and 
mmortality of Matter, _ Nature (Teleology), read the riddles awry.” y Le 
Tena ge MAR a Mind ean 
nan) ’ rain an nd, 
l yane ot Matter, oE an By R. B. Westhrook, D.D., LL.B. .By W. S. BELL. 


Form, |. Seat of the Soul, Contents: The Whole Truth; Sacerdotalis: 
frmutability of Natural Innate Ideas Impeached; The Fabulous Claims of Judaism; 


AWS, -The Idea of God, M and the Pentateuch; i i 
Universality of Natural Personal Continuance and Modern Literalism: n npiont Symbolism ant R x , 

AWS, ital Force, ‘Stories; The Fable of the Fall; Search for the Containing in condensed and systematized form a 
The Heavens, _ The Soulot Brute: ` “Last Adam; What Is Known of the New Testa- vast amount of evidence against the superstitious dov- 
Periods of the Creation Fres Will, ment; The Drama of the Gospels; The Ideal trines of Christianity. Asa book of reference and aid 

of the Earth, _ Morality, Christ; Jesus and Other Christs; A Reverent to all truth seekers it is invaluable. Its classification 
Original Generation, Concluding Otserva | Critique on Jesus; A Few Fragments: Blood : of subjects makes it a hand-book. AsIngersoll said of 
Secular Generation, tions. Salvation; The Things That Remain. ` Paine’s "Age of Reason,” it enables somebody in every village to “corner the parson.” Its wide 


i BIRK iva i 50. i variety of subjects include all the disputed points between Christianity and Freethought. Price 
Price, 81.50. Address THE TRUTH NEJEKiv it Price, cloth, $1.50. Fort sale at this office. sioth, 81; paper, 60 cents, P Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
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N ot for Parsons. 


CREDULITY is not altogether bad. It 
aids greatly in keeping money in circula- 
tion.— Galveston News. 

A Crtyese witness, asked in what form 
he would swear, said: ‘‘Kissee bookee, 
blowie matchee, blackee sancee, shelpie 
Bob, allee samee.” 


Tae Clergyman: And why shoulda little 
boys say their prayers every night? The 
Good Boy: So’s the Lord can hav a chance 
to get vhat they want by morning —Zife. 


‘Dyp Jones get an office?” ‘*You bet!” 
“What was it?’ ‘‘ Minister.” °‘ Where 
to?” ‘*Hanged ef I know—they keep 
a-movin’ him so fast.” ‘* Moving bim?” 
“ Yes. He’s one o’ these here Methodist 
ministers.’’— Atlanta Constitution 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENT: Now, 
when David took the sling, do you sup- 
pose he realized what was coming to him? 
Modei Boy (glubly): No; he prcbably 
thought it was just one drink, »nd he 
could stop any time he wanted to.— Puck. 


Ons of the stories that drifted out of the 
Plaisance is of the mosqne where prayers 
vere said daily at regular intervals for the 
nativs. A pious woman passing accosted 
a young Oriental and chatted with him, 
finishing with a nod toward his prayer- 
house and the remark, ‘‘I hope you go to 
ebnrch every Sunday, like a Christian.” 
“No,” was the quick reply, ‘‘I go every 
day, like a Turk ”—which must score cne 
for the heathen.— New York 7imes. 


A rau backwoodswoman, bern and 
bred through a long life in the Vermont 
hills, was lately transrorted by a relativ to 
the heart of Boston culture. She wastaken 
to leetures on every ‘‘ism” and ‘‘ ology,” 
to talks on dress reform, and exhibitions 
of model living. The eftect of it all was to 
be seen in a soliloquy overheard one night, 
as the poor old soul was trudging up stairs 
to bed: ‘‘No hell, no flannel petticoat,” 
she murmured drearily. ‘‘ What’s a body 
goin’ to do?”— World. 


ABIDE with me, fast falls the bankrupt 
tide, 

Depression deepens, Casb, with me abide; 

When other helpers fail and comforts flee, 

Help of the helpless, Cash, abide with me. 

I fear no debt, with thee at hand to bless; 

By Mammon’s aid I meet each tax and 


cess; 
Blest Gold! Whatever else away should 
flee, 
No rap I care, so thou abide with me! 
— Melbourne Liberator. 


A Farmer asked the well-known Father 
Tom Msguire what a miracle was. He 

ave him a very full explanation, which, 

owever, did not seem quite to satisfy the 
farmer, who said: ‘‘Now, do you think, 
your raverence, you could giv me an ex- 
ample of a miracle?” ‘‘ Well,” said Father 
Tom, ‘‘walk on before me and I’ll see 
what I can do.” As he did so he gave him 
a tremendous kick behind. ‘‘Did you 
feel that?” he asked. ‘‘Why wouldn’t I 
feel it?” said the farmer, rubbing the 
damaged place. ‘‘Begorra, 1 did feel it, 
sure enough.” ‘‘ Well,” said Father Tom, 
‘tit would be a miracle if you didn’t.” 


Instruction supposed to hav been im- 
parted by an Irish farmer to his son: 
‘You see, my boy, a man’s life naturally 
divides itself into three- distinct periods. 
The first is that in which he is plannin’ 
and conthrivin’ all sorts of villainy and 
rascality; that is the period of youth and 
innocence. The second is that in which 
he is puttin’ into practice the villainy and 
rascality he conthrived before; that is the 
prime of life or the flower of manhood. 
The third and last period is that in which 
he is makin’ his soul and preparin’ for 
another world; 
dotage.” 


Hz walked into the bookstore and 
stopped before the Bible department. He 
leaned over the counter and said to the 
ministerial-looking salesman: ‘‘Is them 
Buffalo Bill books over thar?” ‘* Nope. 
Religious works.” ‘‘ Don’t nun o’ them 
read about chasin’ Injuns and shootin’ 
wild varmints?” ‘‘Notexactly.” ‘* Nothin’ 
about a feller ‘at could knock ’em out like 
John L., ner a feller ’at’s slick with er 
Winchester, er hed the nerve to tackle cr 
bar?” “Oh, yes. One better than that.” 
“Who's he?” ‘‘Samson.” ‘‘ What'd ’e 
do?” ‘‘Oh, he bad a fight with a lion.” 
“ Laid ’im out, did he?” +‘ Yes, he killed 
the lion.” ‘‘Jes’ bored ’im with er Win- 
chester?” ‘‘ Nope.” ‘‘Biffed ’im in the 
head with er ax, I ’spect?” ‘* Nope.” 
“Jes kyarved ’m with his bowie?” ‘‘No, 
he just caught the beast by the throat and 
choked it to death.” ‘‘You don’t say!” 
‘ Yes, he was the strongest man that ever 
lived.” ‘* Wusser’n John L.?” ‘‘ Yes.” 
“ An’ wusser’n Jimmie Corbitt?” ‘‘Sam- 
son could knock them both out at once.” 
‘« Whoopee! ain’t he the stuff? TIl take 
two o’ them Samson books.”—Atlanta 


Constitution. 


A GREAT BOOK ON RADICAL, SOCIAL, AND 
ECONOMIC REFORMS. 


The title of the*book is 


A CITYLESS AND 
___COURTAYLESS WOR 


HENRY OLERICH, of Hawarden, Ia. 


This book is in story form, well printed on 
good paper, well illustrated, and hinds mely 

ound. It ig a text-book on “Co-oper«tive In- 
dividnalism.” For many it is perhaps too tadical 
on some questions of reform, but it is neverthe. 
less eminently thought-pro: oking. 
_ Th- universal unrest manifeste 
ing world, particularly during 
times, plainly 
nomic, and religious institutions are not in tune 
with the best thought of the age. The author 
vividly pox trays an ideal world from which all 
our present social, economic, and religious evils 
are eliminated. For tue fulfillmeut of his 
prophecy, the author.does not rely on miracles 

ut on the advancing intelligence of thoughiful 
men and women. If Mr. Olerich’s iceal state can 
ever be attained the world will certainly be a 
paradise. Beantifully cloth-bound, price $1. 

Audress THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


_ THE PHILOSOPHY 
MENTAL HEALING. 


A Practical Exposition of 
Natural Restorative Power. 
By LEANDER EDMUND WHIPPLE. 


A Book to explain the correct idea of Mental 
Healing, and what may be reasonably expected 
to result from an understanding of its principles, 


Price, $2.50. Address THE Trura SEEKER. 


by the think- 
ticu these “hard 
inidica.es that our social, eco 


hodiy Women of the Bible, 


A HISTORY OF ALL 
The Women Who cigure in the Bible, 


BY— 
w Unecpry Womas or rae NINETEENTH CENT 
YSE. 


7 conte. 


Thee te a - * pa ra s 


MONEY FOUND. 


Brought Into the 
Absolutely Reliable Qov- 
ernment Banks Established in 
the Interest of and Owned 
by the Whole People. 


By HON. THOMAS E. HILL, 


of “ Hill’s Manual of Social and Business Forms, 
“The Hill Banking System,” and other 
works of great service to the world. 


Professor Hill has given several years of care- 
ful study to the elaboration of a system of sound 
money, that may fit immediate Į into present 
methods of Going business and be easily intro- 
duced and universally adopted. 

This book is “just in time.” is an absolutely 
original book from the beginning to the end, is a 
good-sized volume in clear type, and is the clear- 
est exposition of money, uses of money, causes of 
money panics and remedies for the same, ever 
published. Orders are rapidly coming in and we 
want yours. Send twenty-five cents for copy. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


THE BOOK TAAT STARTED THE REFER- 
ENDUM MOVEMENT. 


DIRECT LEGISLATION 


By the Citizenship th: ough the 
Initiative and Referendum, 


By J. W. SULLIVAN, 


Price. 25 cents. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


APOLLONIUS OF TYANA IDENTIFIED AS THE 
CHRISTIAN JESUS, 


An important and remarkable revelation con- 
cerning the life and times of Apollonius of 
Tyana, the great sage and philosopher of the first 
century. It is here claimed that his life and 
teachings were a propristed and utilized by the 
formulators of the Christian religion in the in- 
terest of so-called Christianity. The plagiarism 
is made plain in this brief history of Apollonius, 
especailly in view of the historical references and 
comments thereon. It is quite evident that to 
conceal the plagiarism, the name of Apollonius 
Was suppressed. 

Price, 15 cents. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


“8 Lafayette place, New York City. 


BRAIN ~» BIBLE: 
THE CONFLICT BETWEEN MENTAL SCIENCE 


AND THEOLOGY. 


By EDCAR C. BEALL, M.D., 
with a preface by 


R. G. INGERSOLL. 


This is the only work of its kind in the litera- 
ture of Freethought. Its arguments are based 
upon scientific p. renology, and appeal directly 
to the reader’s ser.se of logic and love of justice. 
It_is eloquent as well as convincing. 

Price, cloth, $1. Address 

THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Antiquity 
Unveiled. 


e, 


Ancient Voices 
from the Sptrtt 
Realm disclose the 
most Startling Rev- 
elations. 


Proving Christianity 
to he of . 
Heathen Origin. 


[ILLUSTRATED.] 


hy he 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


POPES AND THEIR DOINGS 
ACCOUNT OF 
Viears of Christ and Vicegerents of God. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents 


PRESENTS :: FOR 
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In selecting Holiday Presents for their friends, 
Liberals should remember that good buoks make 
lasting impressions. and please as well every day 
in the year. iberai book in tne right 
hands often changes the views of seva 
eral pe:sons. . 

We have quite a number of books appropriatel, 
bound for Houday purchasers, and we will pac 
them caretully so they can go any distance in the 


that is the period of |. 


THE :: HOLIDAYS. $ 


he Freethinker’s Pictori I Text-Book, in 
cloth, with gold lettering and side stamp, 

for $2.50. In plain boards, $2. 
ov Testament Stories Comicaily Illustrated 


in cloth, with gold lettering and side 
stamp, for $1.50. In plain boards, 1. 


Around the World, by D. M. Bennett, 4 - 


volumes, red cloth covers, $6.50; leather, 
So tage $9.50; morocco, gilt edges, 


World's Sages, Thinkers, and Feform- 
ers. 1,075 pages. 8vo. Cloth, $3; 
leather, $4; morocco, gilt edges, $4.50. 
Je Gods and Religions of Ancient an~ Modern 
Times. Two volumes. Written in 
prison. In cloth, $3 per volume. or $5 for 


the two volumes; in leather, $7; -in mo- 
rocco, gilt edges, $8. 


[egersot s Prose Poems and Selections. 
From his Writings and Sayings. Silk 
cloth, $2 50; tree calf, $9. i 

[rgersoll’s Principal Works : Gods and Other 


Lectures; Ghosts and Other Lectures; 
Some Mistakes of Moses; Interviews on 
Talmage; Wuat Must We Do to Be Saved? 
Blasphemy; Criu.es Against Criminals. 
3,111 pages. In one volume, half calf, $5. 


A Prose Poem. By R. G. Ingersoll. 


Life. 
In color, on boards, beveled, gilt edges, 50 
cents. 


Lithegranh of R. G. Ingersoll. 
inches, heavy plate paper, 50 cents 
Photograph (Cabinet) of R. G. Ingersoll. 


50 cents. 


Apples of Gold, by Miss Susan H. Wixon. 
Gilt stamp. $1.25. 


A" In A Lifetime, by Miss Wixon. $1. 


The 


22x28. 


all good books for the purpose : 


[/oltaire's Romances, Profusely Illustrated. 
Half ca'f. $4; vellum cloth, $1.50. 

Deawia and After Darwin. By George J. 
Romanes. Silk cloth. gilt top, $2. 

Tite Story Hour. An Exceptionally Hand- 


some and Interesting book, Without Su- 
perstition. for Children and Youth. The 
Only Freethinkers’ Children’s Story- book 
ever issued 66 full-page illustrations and 
2 smaller; large type, heavy. toned paper, 
broad margins, illustrated covers; 4to, 224 
pp., boards, $1. 

onway'’s Life of Paine. Two large, hand- 


some volumes. The best and only com- 
plete life of Paine. Hali calf, $105 in 


cloth, $5. 
part n's Lite of Velta‘re. Of which the 


same can be said ar of Conway's Life of 
Paine. Half caif. $10; in cloth, $6. 


oman, Church, and State. By Matilda 
Joslyn Gage. Leather, $3; cloth. gilt top, 
$2. 


History of Christianity, Comprising all that 
relates to Christianity in-the ‘“ Decline 
and Fail of the Roman Empire.” Half 
calf, #4; vellum cloth, $2. 

Fer e and Matter. By Professor Ludwig 
Buchner, M.D. Half calf, $3; vellum 
cloth, $1.50. 

D ynamic Theory of Life and Mind. By James 
B. Alexander. Cloth, $2.75. 

Lessons From the World of Matter and the 
World of Ma-. By Theodore Parker. 
Cloth, gilt top, $1.25. 

Aster and Awake. A new Liberal novel.. 
By Raymond Russell. Cloth, side and 
back stamp, $1. l 

osmian Hymn Book. With music to al 


the songs. Edited by L. K. Washburn. 
Cloth, gilt side stamp, $1.50. 


, or by prepaid express. The following are 


ka For Other Books See the Advertisements, or Send to Us for a Free Catalogue. aay 
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Goms of Phought. 


THERE are men who go to a gymnasium 
for exercise while their wives are sawing 
the wood.—Ram’s Horn. 


Tm creator who could put a cancer in a 
believer’s stomach is above being inter- 
fered with by prayer.— Bret Harte. 


Tere can be no true marriage until 
woman is industrially independent, until 
she is perfectly free to accept or reject the 
terms offered her.— Gertrude Kelly. 


Tron freedom is to share 
the chains our brothers wear, 
And with héart and hand to be 
Earnest to make others free. 
—John Boyle O’ Reilly. 


Ir has. often and confidently been as- 
serted that man’s origin can never be 
known; but ignorance more frequently 
begets confidence than does knowledge; it 
is those who know little, and not those 
who know much, who so positivly assert 
that this or that problem will never be 
solved by science.— Darwin. 


No great deed in done 

By falterers who ask for certainty. 
No good is certain, but the steadfast mind, 
‘The undivided wil! to seek the good; 
’Tis that compels the elements, and wriugs 
A human music from the indifferent air. 
The greatest gift the hero Jeaves his race 
Is to hav been a hero. —George &liot. 

Durna almost a hundred and fifty vears 
Europe was afflicted by religious wars, re- 
ligious massacres, and religious persecu- 
tions; not one of which would hav arisen 
if the great truth had been recognized, 
that the state has no concern with the 
opinions of men, and noright to interfere, 
even in the slightest degree, with the form 
of worship which they may choose to 
adopt.—Buckle’s History of Civilization 
in England, Vol. 1. 


THERE was once & man who had a dis- 
agreeable way of fitting all wayfarers to 
his bedstead by stretching the short and 
lopping off the long. Many classes in so- 
ciety ruthlessly endeavor to do the same 
thing by making their own habits the 
.standards for their neighbors: The men- 
tal stature of these busybodies, however, 
is so small that the fitting process usually 
consists in lopping off. Only now and 
then, among heathens, do they come 
across a character so midgety that it has 
to be stretched.— Albert M. Lorentz. 


I am not in favor of taking the property 
of the rich and giving it to others; but let 
us see: We are invited this very night to a 
banquét. There ought to hav been a chair 
and a plate for each, and there was. Sup- 
pose when we arrived here we found that 
to a certain nobleman and millionnire 
they had given fifty seats, and forty-nine 
gentlemen were compelled to stand. The 
forty-nine gentlemen would pass a law in 
favor of eminent domain. Nature is my 
mother;. I was invited to this great feast 
of life, and I do not propose to stand 
while there is a seat in the world that 
another fellow is not occupyirg.—Robdert 
G. Ingersoll. - 


Ineas are mental food, and, as the brain 
of man is one of the greatest and most im- 
perious of his organs, it follows that the 
food it consumes is of the utmost. import- 
ance. Hence it is that we should be 
careful that the ideas we propound and 
the opinions we advocate are high ideas 
and lofty opinions, and that, in following 
their impulse, the race will advance to 
higher states of mental development than 
those in which it now rests. And for this 
purpose we Claim that the essential condi- 
tion of progress is that the thinker should 
think sincerely and propound his thoughts 
truly. It matters not how reactionary 
his thoughts may be, if they are uttered 
wholly and sincerely we believe the result 
will be good. For we hav sufficient confi- 
dence in truth to believe that it will never 
be worsted, as Milton said, in a free and 
open encounter, and sufficient confidence 
in true sincerity to believe it will follow 
where truth leads.— Frederick Ryan. 


Mora progress is occasioned by the 
gratification of desires. This does not im- 
ply that we should be idle spectators of 
progress. On the contrary, we should, 
on occasion, help men to help themselvs. 
In the lower classes are many whose cir- 
cumstances are inferior to their tastes; 
many whose opportunities are less than 
their merits. We should not be indifferent 
when they are blindly groping for a better 
life. We should not manifest indiffer- 
ence when they manifest @spiration. But 
we should not help them. We should 
help them to help themselvs, Teach 
them the best manner of gratifying the 
desires that they, not you, possess. Giv 


them opportunity to realize their hopes. | 


If you pursue this policy consistently, you 
will be gratified by now and then seeing a 
noble character emerge from squalor. But 
as to the mass of men, you must be patis- 
fied with progress. Pining for perfection 
is but a display of puerility,—Pleasure 
and Progress. 


JOHN E. 


REMSBURGQ’S 


WORKS. 


Abraham Lincoln: 
For fifteen yea s Mr. Remsburg has been collecting material for his work, He presents 

an array of testimony that is irres'stibie and overwheiming, and which must put this question 

at rest forever. Iu addition to the testim ny of twenty wi. nesses who claim thas Lincoin wa: 

a Christi .n, and which is reviewed and refuted, ke adduces the testimony of more than a hun- 


Was He A Christian? 


dred witnesses in proof of the claim that Linco.n was not Ubristian. These witnesses include 
his wife and other, relatives; his three law partuers; his private secretaries; members of his 
cabinet; his principal biographers, and scores of Lis mosti tim te friends. 


False Claims. 


Revised and Enlarged 


As a Missionary Document it ig unexcelled. Amor ; the subjects considered by Mr 
Remsburg are: The Church and Morality; Crim nal Btatist.ce, showing the creeds of the pris- 


oners in the penitentiaries; the Church 
and Learning; the Church and Libert 
Rights Movement; the Temperance 
singly; 75 cents per dozen. 


Bible Morals. 


and Civilization; the 
; the Caurch and the Antislavery Reform; the 
eform; the Church and the Republic. È 


hurch and Science; the Churen 
he Woman's 
rice, 10 cents 


Twenty Crimes and Vices Sanctioned by 


Scripture; Fulsehood and Deception; Cheasing; Theft and Robbery; Adultery and Prostitu- 
n 


tion; Murder; Wars of Congue,t ani Extermination 
nkindness to Children; 


tion; Injustice to Wo nan; 


; Despotism; Intolerance and Persecu- 
Òruelty to Animals; Human Sacrifices; 


Cannibatism; Blavery; Witchcraft; Polygamy; Intemperance; Poverty and Vagrancy; Igno- 
S 


rance and Idiocy; 
on larger quantities. 


cenity. Price, single copies, 25 cents; 6 copies, 1. Special discount 


Sabbath-Breaking. This is the best and most thorough work 


ever written on the Sabbath from a rational point of view. Large and handsome print. Ths 


uestion is i 
abbath; the Christian Se i 


Orizin of ths Christian Sab 


tne Middle Ages; tha Puritan Sabbath; T i 
Price, 25 cents; 6 copies $1. 


Six Lectures: 


Divines; Abrogation of Sunday Laws. 
dJinage Breaker. 


dis ussed under the fo lowinz heads: Origin of thse Sabbatic Idea; the Jewish 
tures and the Sabbath; Examination of Sunday Argumeats; 
ath; Testimony of tùs Christian Fathers; the Sabbath durine 


‘estimony of Chriscian Reformers, Scholars, and 


Decline of Faith: Protestant Intolerance; Washington an Unbeliever; Jefferson an Un- 


bel‘ever; Paine and Wesley; Christian Sabbath. Eac. 
Tells the story of the Author-Hero’s Life, 


doz., 4u cents. 
Thomas Paine. 


delineates the leading traits of his character and 
i Choice extracts from * 


a per ions cast upon it. 


5 cents; bound, paper, 25 cents; pe- 


genius, and vindicates his name from the 
Common Sense,” “ American Crisis,” * Right- 


cf Man,” and “ Age of Reason,” are given; also, tributes to Paine’s character from more than 


one hundred noted persons of 


work. Se-.ond edition, 160 pages, printed on fine tinted 


Europe and America, many of them written expressly for this 


aper, neatly bound, and containing a 


handsome steel portrait of Paine. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


The Apostle of Liberty. 
29, 1884. Tice, i0 cents. 


For all the above works address 


ddress del'vered in Paine Hall, bef re the N. E. Freethinkers’ Convention, January 


TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 
THE 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


THE 


Truth Seeker Library. 


Published Monthly at $3 per Year. 
Issues or 1891.—$3. 


Truth Seeker Annual, 1891...... 


Prìce. 
«$0 25 


Men, Women, and Gods. Helen H. Gar- 
ODOT 2.0. cascsacorsevnaacevecosasescesaasa DO 
The Age of Reason. Thomas Paine. Hlus- | 
trated,.......sesereeees ge careesccsace se... 2 
Answers Ka Christian Questions. D. M. Ben- es 
ne ae 
Christian Absurdities. 20 


John E. Remsburg. 


Sabbath Breakin oe 
i ith from Tradition to Rea- 


Travels in Faith 


son. Robert O. Adams ......cccccceeesae 25 
Strike of a Sex. George N. Miller............ 25 
My Religious Experience. Samuel P. Put- a 

TOT AT T 
The Higher Criticism in Theology and Re- 

ligion. E. Longshore..........000 ... 50 
. Issues oF 1892.—$3. 

Infidel Death-Beds. G. W. Foote... .ceseceeee 25 


Rights of Man. Thomas Paine. Mustra- 


lpit, Pew, and Cradle. Helen H. Gar- 

wg AOMCL sevessacsasesee seeaeveceee - 10 
Bible Morals. John E. Remsbur 28 
Awful Disclosures of Maria Mon 50 


Pocket Theology. Voltaire....... 
Why Don't God Kill the D 

EET aeiia ts 
alt Whitman, with Funeral Address. 


By Col. Robert G. Ingersoll .,..sssssess e 25 

Six Lectures on Astronomy. Richard A. iš 
Lei E N T T NA E 

Candle From Under the Bushel. Wm. A. ii 

a gct T EENE T daca tacceacd u 


The Holy Bible Abridged... 
False Ch 


aims of the “Jo 


Remsburg....... Rsssbucceaavestacesteesee 10 
Issues oF 1893.—$3. 
Thomas Paine Vindicated. Col. Robert 
e TngersOll.....cccccenesescesccsacesnsece 15 
The Creation of God. r. Jacob Hart- 
PEETI . 50 
Crimes of Preachers 
. E. Billings ..... eee 25 
Resurrection of Jests....cccsesscccccvece . 40 
Handbook of Freethought. W. 8. Bell...... 50 
Religion a Curse; Religion a Disease; Re- 
ligion a Lie. P.Patnam. _.. - 2 
Design Argument Fallacies. By Editor of 
THE ‘ruts SEEKER......... 0 9 «... 18 
Abraham Lincoln: Was He a Christian? 
ohn E Remsbure. sages aeaaeae 50 
‘Pen Pictures of The Wo:ld's Fair. us- 
trated. 8. P. ; 25 
Common Sense. Thomas Paine. 15 


O EO aa e's: le aerea BO 

During the year other standard Freethought 
works will be-published and sent to subscribers 
as they appear. | $ 

Yearly subscribers at $3 receive all the numbers 
published in one, year. In ordering please say 
which year is desired. E 

Single numbers sold at prices quoted. 

THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Place. New York. 


GHOST OF ST. JOHNS. 


By M. BABCIOE Price, 15 ots, 


THE HOLY CROSS SERIES. 


The Popes and Their Doings. Biograph- 
ical sketches of the most noted of these vicars 
of Christ and vicegerents of God,showing what 
they have done, and what kind of menthey were. 
It contains very plain statements, in very un- 
varnished language, nd the unmasking is com- 
plete, proving them to have been cruel, in- 
triguing, and licentious men. Considering the 
rapid growth of Catholicism in this country, 
this book cannot be too widely disseminated. 
Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


The Awful Disclosures of Maria Monk, 
as exhibited in a narrative of her sufferings dur- 
ine her residence of five years as a novice, and 
two years as a black nun, in the Hotel Dien 
Nunnery, at Montreal. Perhaps not any anti. 
Catholic book publishes has created more ex. 
citement, and I h 
work. To counteract its effects the Catholics 
circulated a story that Maria Monk was “no 
better than she should be,” but investigation 
disclosed that her “child of shame” was none 
other than the child of her priest-seducer. 
Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth 75 cents. 

Auricular Confession and Popish Nun- 
neries. By Wm. Hogan, for twenty-five 
years a confessing priest. A revelation of the 
icentious practices of the priests and nuns in 
these religious brothels. ere is no question 
that Ex-priest Hogan knew the truth of the 
tales of vice, seduction; and infanticide he gives 
in this volume, and equally there is no question 
that if the people generally knew of them, Ca- 
tholicism would not be given the vast amounts 
of money now allowed it by our various city 
governments. Price, paper, 50 cents, cloth 75 


cents. 

The Priest in Absolution. A Review of 
the system of auricular confession. including 
copious extracts from the “Confessional Un- 
masked,” from the “ Master nee to Popery,” 
etc. The work is a protest against and an appeal 
to every American citizen to examine carefully 
and thoughtfully a religious system sọ, invasive 
of privacy, so powerful for evil in licentions 
hands, 80 fraught with danger to female mod- 
esty, to the ingenuous openness of youth, 
and to the freedom of thought, speech. and 
action. Price. paper, 25 cents. 

Priestly Celibacy Exposed A lecture by 
the Rey. Geo. Townsend Fox, of Durham, Eng- 
land. Revised American edition, showing the 
result in parishes of the Roman decree that 
priests shall not mary. Price, paper, 15 cents. 


Sister Lucy and Her Awful Disclosares 


Respecting New Hall Convent, sore- 
ham, Essex, England. Showing that cnavents 
are inimical to chastity, virtue, and f. sedom. 
Price, paper, 10 cents. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York City. 


AU in a Nutshell. 


By ASA AUGER 


A condensation of the fundamental arguments 
against Christianity. $ 


A Very Good Little Missionary Work. 


Price, 15 cents. Address 
THE TRUTH SEEEER. 


ad such a circulation as this’ 


eaei 


The Freethinker's Badge-pi 


2 D 3 
A > THE TRUTH SEEKER 
7" ONE YEAR, 


p Will be sent for $4.50. The 
275 Pin and Tae TRUTH 
EEKER one year for $5. 


Ingersoll Souvenir Spoon 


AND 


THE TRUTH SEEKER 


g ONE YEAR, 
Will be sent for $4.75. Sugar Spoons and Taura 
SEEKER, #5. Either kind (Tea or Sugar) Spoon 
gilt bowl, 50c. more, 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


SISTER LUCY 


Her Awful Disclosures 


AS O BREW HEL CONVERT. 


Aad a Fow Words on Auricular Confession. 
seice, 7 = - ~ - IM erka 


Hard Knocks | 
at Christianity. 


By R. WHEELER. 


. This book is just what, its title implies—thump- 
ing whacks at superstition. It deals with the 
effect of Christianity on the world, showing 
what Christians have done to advance their relig- 
ion and impede the progress of man. It shows 
that Jesus was a false prophet, that the gospels 
are not authentic, and that Christianity is a bor- 
rowed system of religion. That the Bible is not 
in accord with Science, that the atonement 
scheme is futile and foolish, and that religion is 
not areal benefit to man. 
Price, 20 cents, six for $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


W ANTED — 500,000 


Freethinkers to st 
Richter’s Hotel, Ñ Si paat 


Cullman, Ala. 


a AL L A 
CEE EE sy 


f Terms Easy. 
hirty-five years’ experience. Examinations and Ro. 
porte free, “Prompt attention. Send Drawing and de 
Seription to L. BAGGER & Co, Atty’s. Washington, Dx 


HE 


(ito Wettstein” WATCH. 


Perfected, new model, 16 jewels. full adjustec 
to heat, cold, and position. beautitul double sunk 
dial, and all modern improvements; guaranteed 
a perfect timer. Price, in silverine dust-proof 
cases, $17; 4-ounce coin silver, $23. In best filled 
gold case, open-face, dust-proof, $26; hinged 
case, $28 to $30; hunting, 830 to $85; 14 carat, 
solid gold, $45 to $150. Nickel works, $2 more. 

Re ar Grade American atches.— 
Silverine case, 7 jewels, $6; 11 jewels, $7.50; 15 
jewels, $9; ditto, adjusted, $11; ditto, 17 jewels 
$15. finer cases, add as above. 

Ladies’ American Gola Watches.—A]l 
latest styles. in plush cases; best fied, 7 jewels, 
$14; 11 jewels, $15.50; 15 jewels, #20; 14 carat solid 

old, $10 more. Heavier, more elaborate, and 
diamond-set cases, from $5 to $100 more. 

_ All watches sent witn written guarantee, ke; t 
in order 1 year, and after that time cleaned for #1 
and returned free. , 

Suadries.—Lower grade nickel watches, $5. 
$4, and #3. Best speccacles, $1; best razor, #2; 
best triple-plated teaspoons, $1.80; table spoon» 
$3.60; knives, $1.75; forks, $1.75; all for sets of f. 
Solid silver spoons, $1.85 per ounce; solid silve) 
souvenir spoons. $1, $1.25, 81.50, Bz to $3. : 

Toe Colonel Ingersoil.—Tea, $2.50; orange. 
$2.75; sugar, $8; gilt bowls, 50 cents more 
Etched (teas on. y: . 

“The Time to be Happy ts Now,” 
50 cents extra. x 

The Torch of Reason Badge, solid gold, 
enameled in 5 colors, small pins, $2, $2.75, and 
$3.50. With diamonds, $5, 98. Large, $3, 84, $5, 
$15. Charms, $8, $4, $5, 86, 87.50, $10, B15 $20, #30. 

Diamonds, 2 per cent. below market price. 
Send for price lists, cards in colors and gold of 
badge, tracts, etc., free. Au goods prepaid (ex- 
cept knives and forks) and cash refunded at op- 
tion. Watch cleaned $1, and returned free. 

TTO WETTSTEIN, Rochelle, LiL 

P.8.—The “Ingersoll 


Souvenir Spoon” free 


with every $20 order. 5 with $100 order. 


charges, 
Varico- 
Debility 


aie’ é mportant medical discovery—an Oute 
ward Application—a positive cure—the only rem» 
edy of the kind in existence—with evidences of suc- 
cess, Address, ë PR. R. P. FELLOWS, 

Say where you saw this adver, Vineland, N. Je 


TREATED FRER 
Positively OURED with Ye « 
table Remedies. Have cured 
many thousand cases called 
hopeless, From first dose 


Symptoms rapidly disappear, and in ten days at least two-thirds 
of all symptoms are removed. of testimonials of mi- 
raculous cures sent FREE. 10 DAYS TREATMENT FREE by 
mail, DR. H: H: GRREN & SONS, Specialists, ATLANTA, GA: 
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JV swe of the (Deck. | 


Castner crisis in France—ministry re- 
signed. 


Heavy snow storm in the Mississippi 
valley last week. 


Yare beat Harvard in the football match 
at Springfield on November 25th. 


Rozert Lours Stevenson, the novelist, 
was Very ill in Samoa, at last reports. 


Tue Servian ministry has resigned, 
owing to disagreement over the tariff with 
Austria. 


Ir is reported that the ‘‘ war” between 
the Matabeles and the British South Africa 
Company is over. 

Koran, in Persia, was wrecked by an 
earthquake on November 17th. Many 
thousand lives were lost. 


ARRANGEMENTS hay been made whereby 
Chicago will keep most of the World’s 
Fair buildings for several years. 


Two American women died recently in 
Berlin of a disease caused by eating 
oysters infected with typhoid bacilli. 


TWENTY-ONE hat factories hav closed 
down at Danbury, Conn. It is said to be 
a movement against the unions which con- 
trol the hat industry. 


A starun of Nathan Hale, the young 
martyr of the Revolution, hanged by the 
British as a spy, was unveiled in New 
York on November 25th. 


One of the insurgent Admiral Mello’s 
war ships, the ironclad ‘‘Javary,” was 
sunk by a shot from the government fort 
St. John, on November 22d. 


Loviszr MICHEL approves the bomb 
throwing in the Lyceum Theater in Bar- 
celona, whereby thirty men and women 
were killed and many more injured. 


Tue Prohibitionists of Minneapolis want 
to impeach Mayor Eustis because he de- 
clared that he would permit the saloons to 
keep their back doors open on Sunday. 


Governor Prnnoyer of Oregon desig- 
nated November 23d as Thanksgiving, but 
it was not observed as such except by the 
state officials and commercial institutions: 


Destirution and suffering prevail in 
western Kansas. A severe blizzard ac- 
centuated the scarcity of coal and pro- 
visions and necessitated a call for assist- 
ance. 


DistrEss prevails in Newfoundland. 
The fishing villages, cut off from medical 
assistance, are ravaged by diphtheria and 
consumption, and starvation adds its 
horrors. 


In Maryland a circular—said to emanate 
from an authoritativ Catholic source— 
which advocates taking all denominational 
schools under state control, is being 
widely distributed. 


TERTNOE V. Powprerzy has resigned the 
office of general master workman of the 
Knights of Labor, and J. R. Sovereign, 
labor commissioner of Iowa, has been 
elected in his place. 


Tue Giolitti ministry of Italy has been 
forced to resign. The trouble is largely 
due to the bank scandals, in which mem- 
bers of the ministry as well as many 
deputies are involved. 


Ex-SEORETARY OF AGRICULTURE JERE- 
mum M. Rusk died at his home near 
Viroqua, Wis., November 21st. He had 
been three times governor of Wisconsin 
and three times member of Congress. 


Tur Waldenses, so bitterly persecuted 
during the Middle Ages, hav established a 
colony near Asheville,’ North Carolina. 
An addition of 166 members recently ar- 
rived from the Piedmont region in Italy. 


Emperor Winuram of Germany has 
ordered that when he goes to church all 
seats which he can see or from which he 
can be seen shall be filled with soldiers so 
that he may not be distracted in his 
prayers. - 


In Kansas the Populists are divided into 
two parties, the friends of Governor 
Lewelling, and his opponents under the 
lead of Jerry Simpson. Congressman 
Simpson wants to form a new party stand- 
ing on the one plank of free silver coinage, 


An extensiv strike has nearly paralyzed 
business on the Lehigh Valley Railroad. 
It involves all classes of trainmen. The 
question at issue is not one of wages but 
of the recognition of the Federation of 
Unions, which the compary declines to 
giv. 

THERE hav been stormy scenes in the 
general assembly of the Knights of Labor, 
in Philadelphia. ‘The hottest fight was 
between Master Workman Powderly and 
Secretary-Treasurer Hayes. The latter 
was reélected, although. Powderly had 
previously secured the election of some of 
his candidates for other offices. 
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And he put forth the form of an hand, and took me by a lock of mine head; 
and the spirit lifted me up between the earth and the heaven, and brought me 
in the visions of God to Jerusalem, to the door of the inner gate that looketh 
toward the north; where was the seat of the image of jealousy, which provoketh 


to jealousy.—Ezek, viii, 3. 
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Price, 50 cents. 


ADDRESS 


The Truth Seeker, 


A NEW WORK 


BY 
ARTHUR B. MOSS, 
Author of. “The Bible and Evolution,” 


A LIBERAL SIORY, 


Christianity and F olutio By Mas. E. . Barz. Price, 25 cents. 
y VOIUTION. : 
os Mar RELIGION NOT HISTORY. 
J. M. WHEELER, Sub-editor of Freethinker. Examination of the Morals and History 
Price, $1. Order at once. _ . of the New Testament. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. By Pror. F. W. NEWMAN. Price 25 sents. 


The Clergyman’s Victims, | 


Deutfde Sreigeift-Hüder. 
Wier haben folgende Biidher in ` 

Denfdjer Sprache welde fehr berühmt find. 
rr Die Jrvifiimer Mofes,” 

Eine fritifde Beleuchtung des Pentatench fiir 
Widerfprud) zur modernen Weltan- 


fhauung und Gefittung. 
vou Gol. I. ©. Ingerfoll, Preis 50 Cents. 


Das Weib und ihre Stellung zur 
Religion und Kirde am Ende 
de8 19. Jahrhunderts. 
von Helene H. Gardener, Preis 50 Cents. 


‘Moderne Gatterddmmerung, “ 
von Gol. R. ©. Ingerfoll, Preis 25 Cents. 


s, Wunder und Wienderthiter, 
pon John Ped, Preis 20 Cents. 


s Glaube und Vernunft, “ 


oder LE BON SENS. 
des römifd-tatolifhen Pricfters Jean Meslier- 
Mad) dem frangzdifden Original tiberfekt von 
Friuleint Wura Knoop, 

50] Seiten, Seinwand, $1.00, Papier, 50 Cts. 
Diefe Biidrer find in Papier Umfdlag und 
flaren Druck. Unfere Dentfchen Lefer 

i follten es weit verbreiten. 


Adreffire, “The Truth Seeker,” 


28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, New York. 


SURVEYORS, ATTENTION! 


A rare chance is o ered for a surveyor to get a 


TRANSIT CHEAP. 


We have one for sale, in good order, with 
Tripod, which cost $160. We will seil it for 


half-price—380. Address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER. 

$52 A 81.20 sample and terms free. Try us. 
naeia UHIDESTESR & Bos, 26 Bond bt., N. Y. 


MARLINS” 


Made in all styles and sizes. Lightest, 
strongest, easiest working, safest, simplest, 
most accurate, most compact, and most 
modern. For sale by a)l dealers in arms. 

Catalogues mailed free by 


Agent's profits pər month - Will prove 
itor pay forfeit. New art'cles just out. 


The Marlin Fire Arms Co., 


NEw HAVEN, CONN., U. S. A. 


How To Preserve Health, 


By LOUIS BARKAN, M.D. 


Fordyce Barker, M.D., Professor 
Bellevue Medical College says of it, 
writing to the author: “TI regard your 
book as the most sound, sensible, and 
useful book on the topics which it dis- 
cusses that I hav met with. I wish it 
could be in the hands of every intelli- 
gent head of a family. I am particu- 
cularly pleased with one feature of it, 
that it does not profess to teach dos- 
ing and drugging. Icongratulate you 
on the wisdom and success of this ef- 
fort.” 

Other noted physicians recommend 
it just as highly. 

Price, cloth’ gilt side stamp, $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 
2sLafavette place, New York. 


‘1s Controversy Dangerous? 


By W. F. JAMIESON. 


This little book goes down to the very bed- 
rock of human liberty. 
Price. - ~ - R5 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


- Javenatethes s em. ‘‘umors, cancer, rh sumatism, consumption, etc.—diseases that might never 


A Journal of Freethought and Reform. 


Vol. 20. No. 49. {PUBLISHED WEEKLY} New York, Saturday, December 9, 1893. fas LAFAYETTE PL? $3.00 Per Year. 


Sani Peter- Heri comes anothep y Ne Books by Helen H. Gardener. 


converted murderer! Give him: 
cro A 


A. 
oe 


New Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 


Men, Women and Gods, 


Introduction by 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 


Price, cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 
The Trade Supplied at Special Discounts. 


S TAIS YOUR SON. HY LORD? 


á Fascinating Story of Radical Truths on 
Religion and Social Matters. 
_ Price. cloth, $1: paper, 50 cents. 


PRAY YOU, SIR, WHOSE 
DAUGHTER? 


A NEW NOVEL. 
Prise. cloth, $1. I Paper, 50 cents. 


Pushed by Unseen Hands, 


SHORT STORIES. 
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Price, cloth $1. l Paper, 50 cents. 
A Thoughtless Yes. 
CONTENTS: 


A Splendid Judge of a Woman -The Lady of the 
Club—Under Protest -For the Prosecution—A 
Rusty Link in the Chain—The Boler House 
Mystery -The Time-Lock of Our An- 
cestors — Florence Campbell's 
Fate—My Patient’s Fate. 

Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
98 Lafayette place. New York 


L. K. Washburn’s Works, 


Snnday and the Sabbath. ‘ʻA law regu- 
lating human conduct on the Sabbath is an im- 
pertinence.” Price, 10 cents. 

The False Teaching of the Christian 
Church. ‘*The Thirty-nine Articles of 

ies i , ; the Christian church are, thirty-nine poor, 

ea OTERI ‘ in i broken-down opinions.” Price, 10 cents., 
á 5, The Foolishness of Prayer, .‘‘ Think of 


a minister’s praying God to kill grasshoppers, 


i, a li : 
v [uin laea 


H Disgusted Devil Well Jesus may love suh 


wt 


“hr HLoodu Geoundrels but Lam dlad my realm snobi eZ ED BY; AE l or trying to induce the Deity to undertake 8 

2 Silica tees = polluted with them" e eee aa cam gem ma 
l ; Followers of Jesns. Frioê, 10 cents, 

ANOTHER SAINT ENROU TE TO GLORY. Spiritualism: Is It a Faith or a Fact? 


Religions Problems, Price, 10 cents, 
7 Was Jesns Insane? Price, 10 cents. 
CHEAP EDITION. The Public Schools and the Catholic 
i ee Church. Price, 5 cents, 


Travels in Faith. A SHORT 


eas) JA MEW DISCOVERY M ELECTRICITY, 


THERMO. OZONE BATTERY 
Within the Reach of All. 


—_ _< By CAPT. ROBERT 0. ADAMS. . 

eT t ‘SEG I | Being the story of his mental journey from HISTORY OF THE BIBLE 

Te È DEBS SOO” Tak SERET OF TRANSFUSION FOUND AT LAST story, of his mental, Jor i 
mak Tne s.mplest of a “vices conduc zone, oxygen, and medicine irom a 8a’ urate onge, . : i EIN 

through the tissues, into the blood, to the seat of disease. How is this done? By Electro? Price, paper, 25 cents; cloth, 7% cents. pema 

endosmosis. Whatis that? Head our pamphlet: that will teli you. You will find explanation and Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. | A Popular Account of the Formation and Development 


. evidence there that eleczro-endos mosis produces molecular changes that restore the organs and. re- of the Canon 


tvenste thekred br any other merbod, succumb at once to this treatment. It is the only treat- ( THOMAS PAINE; By BRONSON D. KEELER 


ment that cutsshortthe duration of typhoid fever, destroys the germs of diphtheria, supplies oxygen 

t> the lunes in asthma, produces sleep in insomnia, cures nervous prostration, disease of the kiduers, WwW AS H E U NI US 

constipation, neuralgia, headache; reduces the pulse and temperature in one hour in acute fever, J ? Contents: The Hebrew Canon. The New Tes- 
ete, Each battery is warranted to produce the requisite Thermo-Ga vanic current for two years, or By W.H. BURR sament. The Early Controversies. The Books at 

refilled without expense. It is not acure-all, but ıt has cured these. ` A case of medicine th t anyone © 2 | Ark i g First Not Considered Inspired. Were the Fathers 

can understand rnd’ use, is included in the outåt. Inva 1p3: A trial will convince you! Paysi- | ‘Second edition, enlarged to 32 pages; with the | Competent? The Fathers Quoted ae Scripture 


orans: This is a matter of interest and importance to you! AGENTS: You can sell one in ever 4 i B i } nal. 
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The Mo-t Magnificent Work Ever Published by the Freethought Press. 


Four Hundred Years of Freethought. 


PUTNAM. 


BY SAMUEL P. 


The object of this work is to present the Course of Freethought throughout the Civilized World for 
the last Four Centuries, from the time of Columbus and Bruno to the time af aeea 

It will be a radical Historic Record of the Greatest Developments of the Human Race. 

It will reveal Freethought as an Intellectual, Moral, Literary, Social, Industrial, and Political 


Movement. : 
It will show what Freethought is in itself and how manifold are its influences, and with what 


hope and promise we can hail its future triumph. 


“Four Hundred Years of Freethought” will Embrace the most Illustrious Pages 
: of Human History, Os 


adorned with the brightest Genius, radiant with the most splendid Poetry, rich with the greatest Inven- 
tions and Discoveries and ennobled with Freedom’s most shining advance. 
Nothing Can be More Interesting, 
more inspiring to the Pioneer Workers of to-day—to those who are still in the van for Human Rights and 
Progress. The struggle is not ended and what is already won must be carefully guarded. Eternal vigi- 
lance is the price of liberty; and from the Past we must ever learn Great Lessons for the Future. 
NO LIBERAL CAN AFFORD TO BE WITHOUT THIS BOOK. 
It will contain the Greatest Thoughts and the Greatest Deeds of the Greatest Men 
In One Harmonious and Magnificent Whole, 
a vivid picture of man’s sublimest evolution, with the added glory of 
WOMANS EMANCIPATION 

from the chains and slavery of a barbaric creed and church. 

THE FIRST PART of the book will deal with Freethought as a Universal Power, as a Spirit, a 
Method, a prevailing but unorganized Influence in every Department of Human Growth. 

THE SECOND PART will deal with Freethought as an Organized Movement, especially in America 
and Europe; and this history is of equal importance with the first, and should be justly understood 


and the Pioneers of our work recognized. 
\ The first part will embrace the following Grand Departments: - 


Philosophy.| Science. , Education and Literature. Government and Politics. . Woman’s Emancipation. 

Bruno. Copernicus. Ethies. Boccaccio. Lessing. Voltaire. Gambetta. Madame Roland. 

Spinoza. Galileo. Bacon. Rabelais. Schiller. Rousseau. Castelar. Mary Wollstoncraft. 

Descartes. | Kepler. Comenius. Cervantes. Goethe. French Salon. Bradlaugh. | Harriet Martineau. 

Locke. Da Vinci. Pestalozzi. Marlowe. George Sand. | French Revo- Garrison. Frances Wright. 

Hume. Newton. Froebel. Shakspere. George Eliot. lution. Phillips. Lucretia Mott. 

Hobbs. Humboldt. | Combe. Gibbon. ‘Victor Hugo. | Thomas Paine. Parker. Ernestine L. Rose. 

Kant. Lyell. Spencer. Burns. Emerson. ` Jefferson. Sumner. Lydia Maria Child. 

Hamilton, | Darwin Owen. Shelley. Heine. | Mazzinni. Lincoln. argaret Fuller. 

Comte. 'yndall Holyoake. Byron. Thoreau. Bentham. Bakounine. | Elizabeth Cady Stanton. | 

Büchner. Huxley. Haeckel. Pushkin. Whitman. Mill. Warren. Susan B. Anthony. j 

Feuerbach. Girard Tcherny- Ingersoll. Garabaldi. Petrofsky. Matilda Joslyn Gage. 
Lick. chewsky. Heinzen. Helen H. Gardener. |} 

Annie Besant. h 
THE PORTRAITS OF THESE ILLUSTRIOUS REFORMERS 


in every domain of Human Thought and Progress will adorn the pages of this volume. 

The Second Part of this volume will be devoted especially to organized Freethought and the Liberal 
Press in modern times. The Truth Seeker, Investigator, Ironclad Age, Secular Thought, Freethinkers Maga- 
zine, Independent Pulpit, Lucifer, the Freethinker, Agnostic Journal, etc. 

It will give a history of the 


GREAT INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS 


at Chicago, the Freethought Federation of America, the American Secular Union, the various state and 
local organizations, the Canadian Secular Union, the British Secular Union, and other Liberal associations 
throughout the world. 

It will contain the portraits of those who, up to the present time, have been identified with Free- 
thought work—editors, lecturers, officers of societies, and those who, as representative men, have won dis- 
tinction in other fields of effort. There will be the portraits of 


Horace Seaver, George E. Macdonald, Capt. R. C. Adams, Dr. E. B. Foote, Sr., Susan H. Wixon, 


J. P. Mendum, E. M. Macdonald, John R. Charlesworth, Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., Mrs. Charles Watts, 

D. M. Bennett, L. K. Washburn, Samuel P. Putnam, Prof. J. H. Cook, Mrs. Robert C. Adams, 
Parker Pillsbury, Ernest Mendum, John E. Remsburg, E. H Heywood, Mrs. M. A. Freeman, 
Elizur Wright, Charles Watts, Franklia Steiner, Otto Wettstein, Katie Kehm Smith, 

T. C. Leland, G. W. Foote, J. D. Shaw, Stephen Pearl Andrews, Lucy N. Colman, 

T. B. Wakeman, Saladin, E. A. Stevens, James Parton, Lillian Leland, 

Judge C. B. Waite. J. R. Monroe, H. L. Green, Abner Kneeland, Amy Post. 


and other men and women who have contributed to the advancement of Freethought and whose names 
should be remembered throughout the Liberal ranks. There will also be about 


ONE HUNDRED BIOGRAPHIES, 


and in these will be given a picture of Freethought progress which will be most interesting and valuable, 
for it is in individuals that we find the best interpretations of the age. 


Tne Price of This Superb Book is $5.00, 


and not for the same amount of money can there be found such an array of facts, such a survey of history, 
and such a galaxy of Freethought. i 

_ Mr. Putnam is now devoting his whole time to this work anā it will be published at the earliest 
possible moment. . ; . - es i 


. The name of every Subscriber who sends five dollars before the ‘work is on the press 


will be enrolled in this book. DON’T FAIL TO SUBSCRIBE AT ONCE. 


This book will contain : 
Over Six Hundred Pages of Printed Matter and Over One Hundred Portraits. 


Yt will be elegantly bound. It wiil be a book for the home and the fireside. Ft will be a book to give to 
your friends when they ask, What is Freethought—what has it done and what is it doing in the world? 
This is the most universal presentation of Freethought ever given to the public, and no Freethinker 
can afford to be without it. It is a library in itself. 
~ Address orders to THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette place, New York. 


HOW TO GET 


FOUR HUNDRED YEARS 
OF FREETHOUGHT 


FREE 


SPECIAL OFFER. 


We have made arrangements with 
Mr. Putnam whereby we are enabled 
to make our friends a most generous 
offer. 

We need more subscribers to TuE 
Taura Seeker, and every Freethinker 
needs “ Four Hundred Years of Free- 
thought.” Not all are able to pay $5 - 
for it, but everyone can do a little 
work to obtain a copy — congenial 
work, that will do great good all 
around. This is the offer: 


Send us Four New 
Yearly Subscribers at 
regular rates ($12 in 
all), and we will send 
the Getter-up of the 
Club a copy of ‘FOUR 
HUNDRED YEARS OF 
FREETHOUGHT,” 
FREE OF CHARGES, 


And further, to aid our friends iu 
getting this book for themselvés, we 
will offer 
To the New Subscribers as a 

Premium, 
post free, a copy in boards of 


Old Testament Stories 


Comically Illustrated 
By WATSON HESTON, 
THE GREATEST BOOK OF ITS KIND EVER 
CONCEIVED. 

Or, if preferred, a copy cloth-bound of 
- W, 8. BELL’S 
Handbook of Freethought. 

With these Splendid Works as pre- 
miums there ought to be no difficulty 


in getting hundreds of clubs of sub- 
scribers. 


Remember, to the Getter-up of The Club, 
ae HUNDRED YEaRS OF FREETHOUGHT, 
ree, 


To each New Subscriber in the club, a pre- 
mium of a Dollar Book—either “Old Testament 
Stories Comically Illustrated,’ or W, S, Bell’s 
“Handbook of Freethought,”’ in Cloth—all free 
hy post or express, 

This really brings the price of the 
paper down to $2 to each new sub- 
scriber, as they get Tur TRUTH SEEKER 
one year and a dollar book for $3. 

A Club of Four New Sub- 
scribers and $12 ($3 only 
from each) does this. 


- We want to extend our circulation, 
and we want to help our friends to 
help us. 

It ought not to be difficult to get 
four New Subscribers in any town in 
the country, especially with these 
Splendid Premiums to assist. 

Those who get. ùp these Clubs will 
receive their copies of “ Four Hundred 
Years of Freethought” as s00n‘as the 
book is issued. ek eee 

Those who send a Club and 
Four New Subscribers and 
$12 before the book is printed, . 
will have their names en- 
rolled in tts shining pages. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


28 Lafayette Place, 
NEW YORK, ‘ 


A Journal of Freethought and Reform. 


a RE a ay a Sa CE nlc SURI ke ae ee 
Vol. 20. No. 49. | PUBLISHED WEEKLY.} New York, Saturday, December 9, 1893. {es LAFAYETTE Pr? $3.00 Per Year. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


FOUNDED BY D, M. BENNETT. 


E. M. MACDONALD, Editor and Manager. 
28 LAFAYETTE PLAOE, NEW YORK. 


SATURDAY, - - - - DECEMBER 9, 1898. 


SUBSCRIPTION RATES; 


Single subscription, in advance.............ccecsecccesvsvecece $3 00 
One subscription two years, in advance......... TR ins 
TWO NOW BUDSCTIDELS............cccecaseececcensteceaaterescesees 
One subscription with one new subscriber, in oneremittance. 5 00 
One subscription with two new subscribers, in one remit- 


One subscription with three new subscribers, in one remit- 
tance 

One subscription with four new subscribers, in one remit- 
MOs ioris ccc aesieieodevs sae geesspeedset adeceevssesscessi O00 

Any number over five at the same rate, invariably with one 
remittance. : 


Money should be sent by express company’s money order, 
jostal order, drajt on New York, or by registered letter. 
Address communtcations and make drafts, checks, post-office 
and express money orders payable to E. M. MACDONALD, 

2% Lafayette place, New York. 


SPECIAL NOTICE.—We shall be obliged to our 
readers if they will send us the name and address of 
any Freethinker who is not a regular subscriber. 


SOME HANDSOME PREMIUMS. 


To induce new subscriptions and prompt renew- 
als on the part of our friends we make the follow- 
ing handsome premium offers: 


For $6.50 we will send Tus TRUTH SEEKER one 
year ($3) and S. P. Putnam’s “Four Hundred 
Years of Freethought” ($5). By taking advantage 
of this or our Free offer of the book (see opposit 

- page) there is no reason why every Freethinker in 
the country should not possess this splendid work. 


For $5 we will send Taz Trura SEEKER one 
year ($3) and “Paine’s Great Works Complete” 
($3). This edition of Paine’s works contains a 
picture of Paine, of the statue proposed to be 
erected in Chicago, and of his monument in New 
Rochelle. 


For $5 we will send Tue TRUTH Srzxzr one 
year ($3) and “The World’s Sages, Thinkers, and 
Reformers ” ($3). By D. M. Bennett. 


For $4.50 we will send Tue TeRuUTH SEEKER one 
year ($3) and James B. Alexander’s Dynamic The- 
ory ($2.75). This is a splendid offer, for every one 
wants this book. It has over a thousand large 
pages and more than four hundred illustrations. 
It is a digest of Science, and every one who studies 
it cannot help but be well-informed in all scientific 
matters. 

For $4.50 we will send Tae TRUTH SEEKER one 
year ($3) and “The Fresthinker’s Pictorial Text- 
Book ” in cloth ($2.50). 


For $4 we will send Tue Trurn SEEKER one yoar 
($3) and “ The Freethinker’s Pictorial Text-Book” 
in boards ($2). i ne 

- For $4 we will send Taz Trurn SEEKER one year 
($3) and a copy of “ Old Testament Stories Comic- 
ally Illustrated,” in ‘cloth covers ($1.50). ` 

For $3.50 we will send. Taz TRUTH SEEKER one 


. year ($3) and “Old Testament Stories Comically 
Illustrated,” in board covers ($1).. 7 


This is a splendid opportunity to obtain books: 


which every Liberal desires to hav, at an exceed- 
ingly low price. Old and new subscribers can 
avail themselvs of it, and we shall be glad if our 
present readers will call. the attention of their 
friends to the values offered. 


“Applied Christianity.” 

The National Reform Association was organized 
thirty years ago. Its object is to apply the dog- 
mas of Christianity. It proposes tc do this by 
the adoption of an amendment to the national 
Constitution and the enactment of national 
and state statutes and municipal ordinances. It 
accepts Jesus as the “ King of the World,” and in- 
tends that all governments which it can control 
shall recognize and obey this king. 

We do not think it necessary to argumentativly 
combat the claims of the Theocrats in this, the first 
paper of a series designed to show what are the 
principles and resources of the National Reform 


o | Association and its affiliated and recruiting societies. 


Of necessity, all Freethinkers must be antagonistic 
to theocratic designs and able to see the fallacies 
and inconsistencies of the arguments urged in their 
favor. The danger which threatens at present is 
this: But very few realize the gravity of the situa- 
tion; it is difficult for most men and women to 
believe that there is any real danger of the over- 
throw of religious liberty in the United States; so 
many and engrossing are the tasks which the strug- 
gle for existence imposes upon us that only the 
comparativly few whose daily work brings them 
into contact with the currents of thought and 
streams of propagandism know, even approximately, 
the strength of the Christian party in this country. 
They—the great majority of Liberal-minded peo- 
ple—reason subjectivly in this matter. Because 
they do not wish to unite church and state, they 
appear to think that no considerable number of 
their fellow-citizens do, forgetful of the facts that 
church property is exempt from taxation, despite 
their desire to hav it taxed; that the Bible is used 
as a text-book in the schools, although the Nine 
Demands hav been in print for years; that the 
Sabbath party can truthfully claim ten victories to 
offset each defeat, in face of the combined opposi- 
tion of the Freethinkers and Adventists, and that 
in scores of other contests the theocrats hav the 
nine points of possession to play against the soli- 
tary one of just demand. 

It is time that we gravely consider the issue. 
As compared with the English Secularists and our 
church-state enemies, we lack many elements which 
are necessary in a deadly struggle of this kind. 
We are too diffuse, too boastful, too optimistic, too 
careless of detail, Very few of us keep ourselvs 
thoroughly informed in regard to the doings and 
intentions of the would-be subverters of our insti- 
tutions. It is impossible to be too clear, too con- 
cise, too coherent, too watchful, too purposeful. 
Above all else, we must discriminate between the 
essential and the merely incidental, the trifling, the 
transitory. We must, know where we are to fight 
first, and how to help one wing of the enemy’s army 
get in the way of the other. And more: Not until 
we realize, as our opponents do, that the Jocal 
battles are to decide the issue of the war, that the 
aggregate of victories won or defeats sustained in 
the school districts, townships, counties, towns, and 
cities will giv national victory or inflict national de- 
feat—not, we insist, until this primary truth is fully 
understood and acted upon will we be in a position 
to do much effectiv work. ‘Leadership and organi- 
zation are helpful only in the degree and to the ex- 
tent that they enable us to concentrate a sufficient 
force at the points attacked or threatened. If a 
national society cannot do this there is no ade- 
quate reason for its existence. The National Re- 
form Association and its auxiliaries are finely or- 
ganized, wisely directed to accomplish the objects 
aimed at, and can be successfully resisted only by 


organizations no whit inferior to them in the ma- 


clinery of propagandism and the ability to fight. 
Truth and justice will win—if their battalions are 
strong enough. i : 


The National Reform Association declares its 


purposes unblushingly in the second article of its 
constitution, as follows : 


‘‘ To maintain existing Christian features in the Ameri- 


can government; to promote needed reforms in the ac- 
tion of the government touching the Sabbath, the insti- 
tion of the family, the oath, the public morality as 
affected by the liquor traffic, and other kindred evils; 
and to secure such an amendment to the Constitution of 
the United States as will declare the nation’s allegiance 
to Jesus Christ, and its acceptance of the moral laws of 
the Christian religion, and so indicate that this is a Chris- 
tian nation, and place all the Christian laws, institutions, 
and usages of our government on an undeniably legal 
basis in the fundamental law of the land.” 


A member of the Association, D. S. Littell, says: 


“These objects are one—viz., the making of the na- 
tion wholly Christian.” The same commentator 
proceeds to amplify and explain the fundamental 
principles of the Association, as outlined above. Of 


the claim that God is the fountain of all power 
civil law, Mr. Littell says : 


“ That Almighty God is the source of all power and au- 
thority in civil government. Government is a divine 
ordinance. Its powers and prerogativs proclaim it such. 
It wields divine powers. It exercises divine prerogativs. 
Civil government is an absolute sovereign in the sphere 
of man’s Civil relations.” 


After enumerating some of the acts of govern- 
ment which indicate its possession of sovereign 
power, our essayist says: 


in 


‘ Now whence these prerogativs? They certainly are 
not from men themselvs. They are not in the possession 
of men to giv or surrender at will. They are sacred 
trusts for which men are responsible to God alone. They 
cannot be alienated without his authority. Yet civil 
government possesses and exercises the right. It must 
hav the right to be adequate to the ends for which it ex- 
ists, And hence, in the very nature of the case, civil 
government must be regarded as God’s ordinance. God’s 


rights and prerogativs are in it. Itisa grand usurpa- 


tion, to be resisted and overthrown, if it is not this. 
Civil government is the embodiment and instrument of 
the authority of the great Moral Governor over men in 
their civil relations. And such the scriptures declare it 
to be. They assert that ‘There is no power but of God. 
The powers that be are ordained of God. Whosoever, 
therefore, resisteth the power resisteth the ordinance of 
God. And they that resist shall receive to themselvs 
damnation.’ They declare that the ruler is a minister of 
God. The sword is put into his hand. ‘For heis a min- 
ister of God, an avenger for wrath to him that doeth 
evil.’ They enjoin obedience to the civil authority, not 
simply because it has power to punish for disobedience, but 
as a duty to God, ‘for conscience’ sake.’ They require 
subjection to the civil government for the Lord’s sake. 
And while they call it an ordinance of man, because its 
form and administration are in the hands of men, yet the 
power and authority with which it is vested is everywhere 
claimed to be of God.” 


It will be observed that it is expressly denied 
that the prerogativs of government inhere in the 
peoplethemselvs. On the contrary, it is maintained 
that government—which, rightly organized and 
administered, is merely a society formed for’ pur- 
poses of defense against aggression—is a colossal 
usurpation if it be not from God, and his instru- 
ment. The founders of this republic held differ- 
ently; they said that all just government had its 
source in the people; they distinctly reputiated 
the old notion of divine rule, and in place of the 
theocracy, or the empire ruled by a king God- 
appointed, they established the democracy of 
man. Kings then said they were in the wrong, and 
the National Reformers now repeat the charge. 

Jesus is God’s representativ on earth, although 
he is popularly supposed to be in heaven. Into his 
hand has been put the scepter of civil authority. 
The people of this land must accept him as King 
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for these reasons, as stated by Mr. Littell, speaking 
for the theocratic party: 

‘‘ The scriptures declare that all divine authority over 
men is in the hands of Jesus Christ. He himself declared 
just before his ascension, ‘All power is given unto me in 
heaven and in earth,’ In the epistle to the Ephesians he 
is said to hav been made ‘head over all things to the 
church.’ In the 2d, the 8d, the 72d, and the 110th 
Psalms, in the vision given to Daniel by the inspired 
Apostles Peter and Paul, and in the Apocalyptic vision of 
John, Jesus is distinctly and repeatedly declared to be 
the ruler of states and nations, and in the latter book is 
again and again called King of kings and Lord of lords. 
Civil government, according to these scriptures, is a 
divine ordinance in the hand of Jesus Christ. And it is 
in his hands for the accomplishment of his purposes in 
- men in their civil relations.” 

Italics are ours. 

That is, Christian lawmakers, assuming to know 
exactly what are the “purposes” of Jesus, will 
order the “civil relations” of men in accordance 
with their own notions of what those relations 
should be, and relieve themselvs from all responsi- 
bility by declaring their crimes against man to be 
‘the expression of the “purposes” of the “King.” 
Charming prospect! 

Once more interpreter Littell : 

‘*Tt follows from this that the civil government ought 
to embody the will of God concerning men in their civil 
relations. If itis his ordinance of government, it cer- 
tainly ought to express tc men and enforce upon men his 
law or rule of government. It ought, therefore, to em- 
body the Decalogue. This is the divine summary of hu- 
man relations, rights, and obligations. It is the supreme 
standard of morals. It is the supreme law to govern 
men in their civil relations. The laws of the government 
must therefore embody the moral law of God. What it 
requires the government ought to require. What it for- 
bids the state ought to forbid. If the government re- 
quires more than God’s law requires, it becomes a 
tyranny. Men hav a right to ask, By what authority? 
If it requires less, it is defectiv. The entire claims of 
government are not secured.” 

If the Decalogue is to be embodied in its entirety 
in the civil law there is no limit to the persecution 
that must result. “Sabbath desecration” and 
“blaspheming” will be capital crimes. Freedom 
of thought on re'igious questions will be merci- 
lessly suppressed. No escape from such a catas- 
trophe is possible in a state which legislates in 
regard to belief in or acceptance of a God. “Thou 
shalt hav no other gods before me” is ample war- 
rant for any crime when it is a part of the civil law. 
Every page of church-state history is crimson evi- 
dence of the truth of this. 

Another quotation from this writer follows: 

“Dr. McAllister, in his ‘Manual of Christian Civil 
Government,’ has shown by extensiv quotations from na- 
tional documents at the beginning and all along the his- 
tory of this nation, that our national history has exhibited 
in most definit form the following principles of political 
and national life: 

“1. That Almighty God is Supreme Ruler of nations. 

“2. That nations are bound to acknowledge his au- 
thority. 

‘3. That Jesus Christ is the appointed way of accept- 
ance for nations as well as individuals before God, 
whether in confession of sin or services rendered. 

“4. That God’s Word, the Holy Scriptures, is given 
for national encouragement and guidance,” 

Whether it be true that this nation has from the 
beginning accepted the foregoing principles we do 
not stop here to inquire; the assertion will secure 
attention at another time. But whatever be the 
truth as regards the past it is not to be questioned 
that all these dogmas receive at present at least 
partial recognition by the state, and that the tend- 
ency is toward fuller and fuller recognition, while 
their complete acceptance is inevitable in the not 
distant future if the friends of religious freedom do 
not bestir themselvs much more activly than they 
hav hitherto. 

One more excerpt from Mr. Littell’s essay and we 
leave him for the present : 


‘* Must nations answer for, and pay the penalty of dis- 
obedience to their moral obligations? They hay had to do 
so in the past. The record of the cases is just the world’s 
history. It is divine declaration too. ‘The nation and 
kingdom that will not serve thee shall perish.’ God will 
hav Sabbath yet on the shore of the lake at Chicago. A 
rest from loving obedience, or a rest from desolation is 
his alternativ. ‘Hach drop of blood drawn by the lash has 
been answered by one drawn by the sword.’” 


“Do as I want you to do, because you love me, 


or I will cut off your heads,” seems to be God’s 


alternativ to his children, if Mr. Littell, National 


| Reformer, is to be accepted as his mouthpiece. 


There can be no doubt that if the Sabbatarians 
could hav their way they would willingly do God’s 
work for him by desolating Chicago, or any other 
city which should hav the temerity to disobey their 
commands in regard to Sunday observance. Men’s 
gods are the reflections of themselvs, and they are 
sure. that they are his instruments for the disciplin 
of his enemies, so, when they think that Ae would 
commit a crime to vindicate his majesty, you may be 
sure that if they hav the power they will commit 
the crime in his name, debit him with it in the 
ledger in which they keep their accounts with the 
Court, and felicitate themselvs because they hav got 
rid of their enemies at God’s expense, as they 
think. 

Anyone can quote, “Each drop of blood drawn 
by the lash has been answered by one drawn by the 
sword,” but it is not easy to see how Sabbatarians 
can find comfort in that statement of fact. They 
hav recently lashed with the whip of medieval law 
several Adventists who had injured no man, woman, 
or child by their Sunday work. When retribution 
comes it will be Sabbatarian blood which will be 
drawn by the sword of justice. If the friends of 
Sunday liberty do the work that they should do it 
is not without the bounds of possibility that the 
bigots who hav persecuted the Adventists will hav 
to put their hands deep into their pockets to pay 
damages to their victims or their victims’ families. 
That would be a valuable object lesson to the pro- 
moters of “ Applied Christianity.” 

(TO BE CONTINUED.) 


This Minister Wants to Swear. 


Colonel Ingersoll’s lecture on Shakspere, in the 
Boston Theater, November 12th, drove to frenzy 
Rev. J. B. Brady, of the People’s church, of that 
city. On the evening of November 19th he preached 
a sermon which had Ingersoll for its text. Below 
will be found a few choice excerpts therefrom. 
They are fairly representativ of the whole discourse. 
Of Ingersoll’s power and leadership he says: 

‘*His splendid presence, his audacious daring, his 
exuberant imagination, his florid rhetoric, his abundant 
eloquence and his reckless treason to the high court of 
this universe hav made him the idol of the infidelity of 
this commonwealth. The men who traitorously design 
to dethrone the deity listen to his glittering scurrilities 
with rapture. They rend the air with applause, as with 
polished spear he stabs all things and beings sacred and 
sublime. His most blasphemous thrusts hav been most 
welcome, and thousands of deluded deserters hav rallied 
around him as the standard bearer of the flag of hell.” 


Note the political tone of this fervid criticism- 
It is clear that Mr. Brady would very quickly 
bring a charge of “high treason” against every 
Ingersoll if the God-in-the-Constitution people 
were firmly seated in the saddle. “ Blasphemy ” 
statutes hav their inspiration in the idea that the 
“‘blasphemer ” is an enemy of the state because he 
calls in question the authority of the “court of the 
universe,” from which the earthly potentate is sup- 
posed to derive his administrativ powers. Not as 
“heretics,” but as “traitors,” would the church- 
state try, and imprison, exile, or execute Free- 
thinkers. 

‘*Although he [Ingersoll] is the son of a clergyman, 
whom he eternally dishonors, yet he was born with a 
brilliant but defectiv brain. He has no more power to 
perceive spiritual things than a hog has to perceive 
mathematica or a mule to perceive the laws of as- 
tronomy.” 


It seems to surprise Mr. Brady that Colonel 
Ingersoll should be the son of a clergyman and 
“yet” hav a brilliant brain. But he proceeds to 
abuse him just as vituperativly as though he were 
the offspring of an Infidel. 

‘Ingersoll is a brilliant but a heartless fool. Esthetic 
in taste, ornate in rhetoric, eloquent in speech, but yet a 
fool. Now, as a watchman on Zion’s tower, I am con- 
strained to cry out to all Boston, Beware of this madman! 
A mad dog, a wild bull, is not one-millionth part as 
dangerous.” 

Oh, dear! But what a scene for Heston’s pen! 
Just imagin the reverend gentleman stationed on 
“Zion’s tower” (Zion’s Herald is published in 
Boston—so he would be Zion’s herald No. -2), 
frantically calling out to “all Boston”—including 
Boston proper, South Boston, East Boston, Somer- 


ville, Charlestown, Chelsea, Revere, Brookline, 
Cambridge, Cambridgeport, Winthrop, Roxbury, 
and the other suburbs—‘ Beware of Ingersoll! 
He is dangerous! He'll BITE!” 

“In other generations he would hav been swung from 
the first limb of the nearest tree, but Christianity has 
now so permeated society that according to its charities 
he is permitted to run at large.” 

The triple essence of gall in that almost estops 
comment. Its impudence is absolutely sublime. 
What must this man’s congregation think of such 
an insult to their intelligence? Does he suppose 
that cultured Boston does not know that in “ other 
generations,” when Christianity was supreme, In- 
gersoll could not hav lived a day? That it does 
not know that Christians would hav racked and 
burned him? That it does not know that he livs 
to-day because Christianity is noć supreme? That 
it does not know that if such men as Brady could 
hav their way Ingersoll’s life would not be worth a 
copper? And see how he reveals the real nature of 
the Christian when he says that it is only according 
to the “charities” of Christianity that the Infidel 
is “permitted to run at large”! The Freethinker 
has no rights; he livs and enjoys his liberty only 
-by the gracious permission of the Christian! Thanks 
for nothing. 

‘‘ The restraints of the very system he defames prevent 
the indignant and outraged populace from taking his life. 
God hav mercy upon him. In the next life his fate must 
be a fearful and terrific one.” 

It may be of interest to Mr. Brady to know that 
intelligent people know that he knows that the only: 
portion of the “populace” which would hav the: 
least desire to take the life of Colonel Ingersoll! 
because of his opinions is the portion: which has 
implicit faith in the dogmas of Christianity. 

“God hav mercy upon him. In the next life his 
fate must be a fearful and terrific one.” The sweet 
“charities” of Christianity permit the Freethinker 
to complete his allotted days on earth, but let him 
look out for God when he gets into the next life! 
His fate will be so horrible that even Brady, his 
Boston traducer, in anticipation of it, calls upon God, 
the immutable, to hav mercy upon him! This cry 
for mercy would convince us that the Christian is 
better after all than his God, if we did not know 
that his talk about charity and toleration is the 
most hypocritical pretense. 


For Once Talmage Had An Impediment In 
His Speech. 


It may reasonably be doubted if Talmage is em- 
tirely at ease since he made that offer of $100 to 
any Infidel who has read the Bible through twice. 
Moses Hull made him several fair propositions: 
which, to refuse to accept, will be to confess that: 
he was merely bluffing when he offered the $100. 

A New York Recorder reporter called on Talmage: 
for further information concerning his “dare.” 
Here is a part of the conversation that ensued: 


‘* «Is it true,’ asked the reporter, ‘that you offer $100 
to any Infidel who can prove that he has read the Bible 
through twice in course?’ 

‘* “Yes,’ answered the doctor, ‘and you may hay no- 
ticed I added that it must be proved by witnesses.’ Dr. 
Talmage rubbed his hads and smiled blandly. 

‘** Well, doctor, that witness clause is just what the. 
Recorder would like to know about.. Are you yourself in. 
a position to prove by any single credible witness that: 
you hav read the Bible through once?’ 

“Dr. Talmage started; his features took an expression: 
of consternation, and he coughed slightly. 

s‘ «c Ahem?!’ he said. ‘That is a matter—’m—that—it—- 
ah—lies with me—ahem!—entirely to decide. Yes, as I! 
Was saying—ahem!—that is a matter that I don’t care to 
go into—um—ah.’ 

“The reporter suggested that the reverend doctor 
might be expected by the Infidels to at least show that: 
he had fulfilled the terms of his own offer. 


‘© ©Ye-s,’ said Dr. Talmage. ‘But that is my. own 
lookout. Is there anything else you would like to ask me 


about?’ 

“ ‘Hav you nothing more to say on this subject?’ was 
asked. 

“ ‘No,’ said the clergyman,” 

No, he had nothing more to say. The question 
was assuming an aspect not at all pleasant to con- 
template. It had dawned upon him that he had 
once more thrust himself with his usual heedless im- 
petuosity into a position where the feathered inhab- 
itants of heaven would not hav dared to venture. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, DECEMBER 9, 1893. 


773 


ae 5 ee a E 
eaa a aaaea 


Shall We Ever Hay Fair Play in Education ? 

The school question is to the front in this state. 
The various anti-Catholic Protestant organizations 
are Up in arms against the proposition to giv the 
Catholics a part of the public school funds for their 
schools. As between the Catholics gnd the Protest- 
ants, the former hav the best of the argument. The 
Protestants hav insisted, and still insist, that their 
Bible shall be read in the schools, and that in va- 
rious other ways the children shall be indoctrinated 
with Protestantism. Practically, they get the 
benefit of all the publie school fund, and grow pur- 
plein the face with rage when their fellow-taxpayers, 
the Catholics, ask for their share of the spoils. The 
New York Times well says, editorially: “If any- 
thing could justify the hostility to the public 
schools of the [Catholic] zealots, whose zealotry it 
is the mission of the papal delegate to suppress, it 
would be the attempt of the Protestant zealots to 
convert the public school system into a Protestant 
propaganda. 
the Pope, through his delegate, has exercised the 
power to suppress the Roman Catholic bigots, there 
is no ecclesiastical power for the suppression of the 
Protestant bigots. That must be left to an en- 
lightened public opinion.” 

But where is the “enlightened public opinion”? 
Will the Zimes help make it, by saying in distinct 
terms, so that even the most stupid can understand 
what is meant, that the use of the Bible, the utter- 
ance of prayers, and the singing of religious hymns 
in the public schools is unconstitutional and in flat 
denial of the equal religious rights of all taxpayers 
and patrons? ` No man of brains who has an atom 
of honesty in his make-up can oppose the Catholic 
demand as being unjust, while he favors the reten- 
tion of the Protestant Bible in the public schools. 
This applies to Rev. J. O. Wilson, of Brooklyn, the 
American Protectiv Association, and all others 
whose war against Rome is in defense of the Prot- 
estant grab instead of in behalf of fair play and re- 
ligious liberty. 


` Agents Wanted. 

We believe that not only can good be done but 
money made by any Liberal who will canvass for 
our book “Old Testament Stories Comically Illus- 
trated.” In fact we know one man who worked at 
it but a few hours weekly and sold nearly fifty 
copies in a month. The price is low; everybody 
knows the Old Testament stories, and nearly every- 
body would like a book applying nineteenth-cent- 
ury wit and knowledge to them. People like to 
laugh. Reverence for the Old Testament tales has 
largely disappeared and jokes at the expense of 
J ofa and Joseph and Esau and Samson and David, 
. and thé other worthies of unsavory reputation, are 
keenly appreciated. It seems to us that the book 
will sell at sight. It does here in the store. 
Liberals out of employment will find this a good 
way to make an honest dollar. i 

Terms to agents sent upon application. 


Colonel Ingersoll speaks in the Broadway Theater 
next Sunday, the 10th inst, on “The Gods.” No 
more than the announcement will be necessary 
to bring out an immense audience. 


The House of Representativs of New Zealand is 
a noteworthy one, from the fact that one-eighth of 
its members are outspoken and avowed Freethink- 
ers. Our House of Representativs is noteworthy 
from the fact that seven-eighths of ifs members are 
outspoken and avowed hypocrits. 


—____—_»— 


Owen Tuomas Daviss, of Brighton, Sacramento 
county, Cal., died on Wednesday, Nov. 29th. Mr. 
Davies had for many years been a stanch and en- 
thusiastic supporter of Freethought, and next week 
Tur Trura SEEKER will print a tribute from the pen 
of Mr. S. P. Putnam, together with a report of the 
funeral, which was very numerously attended. 
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If John Most is a man of his word, he certainly 
did not keep it last Sunday with the Brooklyn 
Philosophical Association, where a large audience 
had gathered to hear what he had to say about 
«The Consequences of Modern Society.” How- 
ever, the time was pleasantly passed with remarks 


It is a matter of regret that, whereas 


on the subject from various speakers who make it 
a rule to hav their “say” every Sunday. 


Next week we shall hav the first installment of 
Mr. Charles Watts’s “Freethought and Secular 
Notes from England.” Ib will be noted that Mr. 
Watts differentiates “Freethought” and “Secu 
larism.” In the first of his monthly series of 
Notes he tells us why he does this, and we bespeak 
for his explanation the thoughtful attention of our 
readers. We hav no doubt the Notes themselvs 
will be eagerly read by all our thousands of sub- 
scribers. 


We do not wish to precipitate another panic or. 
“object-lesson” upon the country, but it is per- 
fectly true that there are a number of our sub- 
scribers whose time has expired who hav not paid 
us. And it is perfectly true also that there are 
some people down-town to whom we owe money 
whom we hav not paid. But it will be perfectly 
easy to even this thing up if those subscribers will 
stop at the post-office and buy a monay order for 
$3 and mail it here. If they meet a neighbor on 
their way who doesn’t take the paper but wants it, 
mke the money order $5 and it goes for a year to 
both. But please remember that the down-town 
fellows here are hard up. 


In his Thanksgiving sermon, Rev. J. O. Wilson, 
Methodist, of Brooklyn, said: 

“ Let Rome keep her hands off the American schools. 
The Protestant Bible must be read to our public school 


children. Rome must not be allowed to banish it from 
our schools.” 


Is not that nervy? Why, a man who has no 
more conscience than that should not be trusted 
alone with a grindstone, unless it is broken. Can 
he tell us why the Protestant Bible should be read 
to the public school children in preference to the 
Catholic Bible, or the Talmud, or the Age of Reason? 
The very terms of his own declaration would bring 
home to him the conviction, if he had even the most 
rudimentary sense of justice, that no religious in- 
struction has rightfully any place in the public 


schools. 
p 


“ Prendergast, I say, had as much right morally in 
murdering Carter Harrison as had Carter Harrison in 
protecting the gambling hells and saloons of Chicago.” 


The foregoing is an extract from a recent sermon 
of a Presbyterian minister of Chicago. Itis to be 
presumed that the reverend gentleman believes in 
majority rule. The people. of Chicago knew just 
what Carter Harrison was and what he would do 
should he be elected mayor. So knowing, they 
elected him by a rousing majority, by that action 
declaring that they wanted the gambling houses 
and saloons left alone. To say that Harrison’s 
conduct, under those circumstances, and Prender- 
gast’s crime hav the same moral value is to utter 
nonsense, to put it very mildly. And it makes the 
Presbyterian divine an apologist for the worst kind 
of law-breaking. 


We hav received from C. P. Farrell a new edi- 
tion of that splendid prose poem, “Life,” by “ the 
prince of orators,” Col. R. G. Inger oll. It is 
larger and better than the old edition, and can be 
framed or placed upon the table as an ornament. 
In the center of the card appear the portraits of 
the Colonel and the baby, surrounded by the prose 
poem, which has been truthfully described as “one 
of the masterpieces of the orator and poet, who 
now, as far as we know, stands alone in the living 
world.” It will make a delightful Christmas present, 
and will be a souvenir not only of intellectual great- 
ness, but of artistic workmanship. It is printed on 
heavy board, gilt beveled edge. The size is 12x16 
inches, and the price only 75 cents, post-paid. We 
would advise our friends to get this at once. The 


words alone are worth the money. 
oo 


The New York Times points out how the charac- 
ter of Thanksgiving Day has changed in the last 
few years. The old Puritans would think they 
were in sheol instead of “ Christian America ? could 
they be brought to consciousness on one of these 
degenerate days of supposed “prayer and praise,” 
especially if they should awaken near a game of foot- 


ball between two college teams. The Zimes says 
that “suggestions of a new designation would be 
timely, but football day will not do and turkey day 
is frivolous.” How would “hypocrits’ day” do? 
Suppose a committee be appointed to select an ap- 
propriate name? Let the committee be composed 
of the president, the governors of several states, 
and a number of clergymen; they are the cads who 
know all about politico-religious “functions.” 


a 

“ Stricken dumb while blaspheming ” is the head- 
ing the World givs the following dispatch : 

‘‘SHAMOKIN, Pa., November 23d.—EHight months ago 
James Starks, an iron worker, became angered and swore 
in a most frightful way. He was stricken dumb at the 
time and did not speak again until yesterday, when he 
attended a protracted meeting and made a profession of 
religion, after which his speech came back to him. The 
next day, however, he was speechless again, and he is now 
losing his sight. When he first lost his speech, he saw a 
vision and imagined it reproached him for his wicked- 
ness. When it vanished he was unable to speak or hear.” 


How did he make the profession of religion before 
“his speech came back to him?” By pantomime? 
If God restored his speech because of the profes- . 
sion, did he take it from him again the next day 
and his sight with it, and why? It would seem 
that God is playing fast and loose with the poor 
sinner! Itis apparent to all sensible people that 
the man is high-strung, nervous, and superstitious, 
and that the action and interaction of violent pas- 
sions produced the physic 1 phenomenon which the 
learned reporters and editors attributed to an act 
of “God.” It argues little for the general intelli- 
gence of the people that the publishers of metro- 
politan papers think it pays to giv countenance to 
such gross delusions. 
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Lectures and Meetings. 


Colonel Ingersoll’s Lecture appointments are: 


Dec. 10, New York City. , Dec. 12, Holyoake, Mass. 
‘¢ 17, Williamsburg, N.Y. “ 18, Lowell, Mass. 


Durme the month of December, Franklin Steiner will 
lecture in Correctionville, Pierson, Atlantic, Walnut, 
Carlisle, and other places in Iowa. 


Tur Science Sermons Society meets every Sunday 
evening at 7.45 o’clock in the lecture room of the Church 
of the Messiah, Park avenue, corner of 34th street. 


Tus Pittsburg Secular Society meets in Curry Univer- 
sity Hall, Sixth street, near Penn avenue, every Sunday 
afternoon at 8 o’clock. 


Tue First Secular Church of Portland, Ore., meets in 
Central Labor Council Hall, 170} Second street near 
Yamhill, every Sunday at 7.30 P. m. Sunday-school in 
same place at 10.30 a. M. 


Tue Brooklyn Philosophical Association holds meetings 
every Sunday afternoon at 3 o’clock in Long Island Busi- 
ness College, South Eighth street, between Bedford and 
Driggs avenues. Program of lectures for December: 
December 10th.—Prof. A. L. Rawson, ‘‘ Theosophy.” 

Others to be announced later on. 


John R. Charlesworth is now ia the East. The fol- 
lowing appointments are on his list, and friends along the 
route desiring lectures should address him at once: 

Dee. 14,15, 16, Waterloo, Ind | Dec. 17, Chicago, Ill. 


Tar Women’s Liserat Leacus, of Philadelphia, will 
meet on and after October 17th in the Skerrett Building, 
northeast corner of Ridge avenue and Green street, Tues- 
day evenings at 8 o'clock. Lectures for this month: 


December 12th.—M. Ball, ‘‘Methods of Punishing 
rime.’ 


me.” 

December 19th.—Prof. E. D. Cope, ‘‘ The Material Rela- 
tions of Sex ” . 
December 26th.—Voltairine de Cleyre, ‘‘ Economic Inde- 

pendence for Women—Reply to Professor, Cope.” 


Tse Manhattan Liberal Club meets every Friday even- 
ing, at eight o’clock, in German Masonic Hall, No. 220 
East Fifteenth street, New York: 


December 8th.—Hon. Chas. S. Smart, A.M., ‘‘ What 
Interest Has the State in Education?” 

December 15th.—Edgar C. Beall, M.D., “Phrenology 
Scientitically Treated—With Readings.” 

December 22d.—Walter S8. Logan, ‘‘ Arguments for An 
Eight Hour Law.” , 

December 29th.—Ye Clnb Maketh Merrie. 
be announced later. 


Program to 


Tan Ohio Liberal Society meets in College Hall, 1683 
Walnut street, Cincinnati, Sunday evenings at 7:45, 
prompt. Admission is free. Program: 

th.—Prof. Chas. Augustine, ‘‘ The True His- 
December Torit” A reply to Prof. J. S. Van Cleve. 
December 17th.—G Gordon Sattler, “‘ The Miraculous,” 
December 24th.—C. O. Wilmot, ‘‘ Do Christians Believe 
in Prayer?” . 
December Sist.—Judge R. W. McNeal, subject to be an 
nounced. 


Uk 
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Gommunications. 


The Giant Delusion. 

PAPER READ AT THE INTERNATIONAL FREETHOUGHT 
CONGRESS AT CHICAGO, oot. 5, 1893, sy orto 
WETTSTEIN. 

We ure assembled here because we have found 
the truth and are desirous of imparting the same 
to others. We are here because we want the truth 
—the entire truth—lead it into the pearly gates of 
paradise, or straight into the caverns of an ortho- 
dox hell. What does the brave man care for sen- 
timent, for childish cravings or longings? Once 


determined to get out of the ruts of mental bond- 


age, to subject his belief to the analytical tests of 
science and reason, and to repudiate a blind faith in 
myths and miracles, and he will traverse the world 
and soar through the skies in search of facts, in 
search of truth, and forget his own little individual 
self in proud determination to attain that one grand 
and superlative object, Trura! Truth agreeable, 
or truth disagreeable, what matters it to him? 
Would he hesitate to learn the result in a lottery in 
which he may have drawn the great prize or—lost 
it? Others go elsewhere, into grander halls, os- 
tensibly for the same purpose, but itis not at all 
certain that their motives are as pure as ours. 
Why? Because others may go to their places of 
meeting or to their churches for selfish purposes— 
for money, profit, power, votes, social advantages, 
etc.—but no such sinister motives can possibly be 
attributed to us. ITinsist there is absolutely no 
motive thinkable why anyone should voluntarily as- 
sume an attitude of hostility towards the prevailing 
religions unless, indeed, prompted by highest prin- 
ciples of duty and honor. If we were iu the least 
inclined to be dishonest we would not be here, but 
there, because here we have much to lose socially, 
politically, and financially; there, much to gain. 
Here hard continuous struggle, ostracism, and per- 
secution; there gliding smoothly with the stream 
of popular conventionality. Not that all who wor- 
ship are dishonest. No! But because all those in 
the least inclined to be dishonest go there to 
worship. 

Thus, indirectly, the church offers continually the 
most tempting inducements—both in the shape of 
present bliss and future happiness—to induce the 
masses to affiliate with their institutions, with which 
we, being as yet sadly in the minority, cannot com- 
pete; and consequently it requires no ordinary de- 
gree of courage and honesty publicly to renounce 
the church and its powerful influences. But all of 
which tacitly implies that those who do so are hon- 
est men aud honest women, and that their delibera- 
tions, therefore, are entitled to profound respect. 

There was only one basis of unity in the great 
Parliament of Religions, which has just ceased its 
grotesque deliberations in this city, and that was— 
paradoxical as it may seem—not religious. Upon 
all questions theological and religious, the several 
representatives of the world’s most powerful re- 
ligions were radically divided—and always will be 
because of conjecture and fiction. Upon the neces- 
sity of ethical and moral culture all were agreed, 
because practical and universally beneficial. But 
not an intelligent effort was made to define or lo- 
cate a God; and soul and spirit were unanimously 
taken for granted without proof. Now we propose 
to indorse enthusiastically every word said in favor 
of the brotherhood of man and every sentiment 
breathing love, virtue, justice, and charity. If there 
is any good in the millions of churches outside of 
myth and miracle we want to preserve and per- 
petuate it. All this we cherish, all this we indorse; 
and we will cheerfully unite with them in all prac- 
tical efforts to elevate and fraternize the entire 
human race. But myth and miracle we want to 
overthrow. We know the basis of theology and 
of all religions (in a supernatural sense) is a stu- 
pendous error, taught and perpetuated by igno- 
rance or deceit, and therefore shall not hesitate to 
proclaim the entire truth, though contrary to pop- 
ular clamor and the belief of a vast majority of the 
human race. 

It is about time, in this grand age of science and 
progress as graphically and magnificently repre- 
sented by the World’s Columbian Exposition, and 
even by the great city in which we are assembled 
itself, that the doctrine of man’s immortality be 
divested of its sacred and mysterious aspect, sub- 

ected to rigid scientific analysis, and then, if found 

untrue, consigned to a place in the category of 
other exploded doctrines and illusions, where it 
properly belongs. - f i 

To us who have earnestly and thoroughly investi- 
gated this ancient belief, still cherished by all na- 
tions, it has ceased to be a problem, because it can 


now be absolutely demonstrated that such phenom- | 


ena as eternal or immortal forms have no existence 
and are impossible in the economy of nature. 


And neither will the true and honest man or 
woman cry “halt!” for fear some cherished institu- 
tion may be destroyed, or ardent hope blasted, but 
all will insist to learn the whole truth, lead it where 
itmay. But fortunately, in this case, a universal real- 
ization of the entire truth and all the facts in the 
case, and a philosophical submission to nature’s re- 
quirements, will be a far greater factor to establish 
in the near future a more exhalted degree of purity, 
morals, and a higher order of civilization than any 
other truth ever revealed to mankind. 

One of the principal reasons why the belief in 
man’s post-mortem existence has not yet been finally 


disposed of and is still cherished by millions of the 


human race, is because many unscrupulous individ- 
uals are financially and otherwise interested in per- 
petuating such belief and in leaving the problem 
unsolved. Add to this the important fact that man 
is prone to accept a faith which so entirely gratifies 
his vanity, encourages his hopes and desires, and 
fully conforms to his notions of ideal bliss during 
all eternity, and the mystery why a problem so 
simple and so self-evident is still unsolved in the 
minds of many otherwise intellectual men and women 
is explained. 

But suppose to-day it could be demonstrated to 
the entire world, savage and saint (as I think it 
could be with proper facilities), that eternal individ- 
ual life after death were not worth living, were not 
desirable, in fact a fate-seriously to be dreaded, 
how many persons not now completely under eccle- 
siastical subjection would continue to entertain 
such belief? Suppose to-day it were to the finan- 
cial interest of every priest, preacher and medium 
to oppose such belief, how many of them would re- 
main in their pulpits or in their cabinets to preach 
about an unknown God, spirits, and an unknown 
life after death? Suppose our politicians could 
“catch” more votes out of the church than in it, 
how many would continue to enroll their names on 
the church docket? Suppose our merchants, doc- 
tors, and lawyers could sell more wares or obtain 
more patients and clients by professing Atheism 
than Theism, what belief would they subscribe to? 
Suppose the masses were convinced that all the so- 
cial and financial advantages now conferred upon 
them by tke church would follow them outside, and 
that it were otherwise to their advantage to aban- 
don church life, how many would continue to support 
them? Only those still crouching in abject servi- 
tude and obedience at the feet of an arrogant priest- 
hood? All of which goes to show that itis from 
motives of selfishness and hopes of gain that the 
masses still uphold religion, not from honest convic- 
tions that their faith is based upon facts and truth. 

Now, it will be cheerfully conceded that if any 
living being should be immortal and forever happy, 
it should be man—the highest animal—“ the 
crowning work of nature.” But alas! in spite of 
most acute researches I can discover no facts in na- 
ture, no logic, reason or analogy, which justify the 
conclusion that such is the case, or that because 
man thinks it should be therefore it will be. 

Nature in general is very inconsiderate of man’s 
welfare, wishes, and whims, and positively ignores 
his strongest yearnings and desires. Are we not 
all ushered into existence with a death. warrant for 
us in the hands of Fate, and destined to go thrcugh 
life like convicts sentenced to an early death? Do 
we not all long (in vain) for continued happiness 
and unalloyed bliss, but, instead, are afflicted with 
disease, pain, and grief? Are we not all stunted in 
growth, restricted in power, unmercifully tossed 
here and there by unfavorable conditions and envi- 
ronments, and sadly limited in capacity to fully en- 
joy physical and mental pleasures? Is it not true 
that we are but an insignificant monad, born by 
chance and destined soon to vanish from existence 
like all other living forms? 

What preéminence has man over other brutes? 
True, we are the highest brute, but in a world where 
all gradations of brutes exist, some brute necessarily 
must be the highest brute, But so is a hyena 
higher than a worm, but is this any reason why the 
worm should die and the hyena be possessed of a 
“dual body,” which survives the destruction of its 
physical cadaver? But human beings are separated 
in the scale of physical and mental development as 
far as the lowest and highest brute. Is the chim- 
panzee immortal, the gorilla, the Bushman and the 
cannibal? If not, what physical distinction over 
the lower races are we endowed with which enables 
us to survive the dissolution of our physical bodies? 
And if we must concede immortality to these, what 
preéminence have these over the brute? Are we 
not all conceived, bred, and born like brutes? By 
what rule of logic, then, can we reasonably deny 
that we must also die like brutes? 

“ Terrible fate!” do I hear you say? Would you 


prefer the more terrible fate of the Christians, ninety 
per cent. of whom—if Christianity is true—are un- 
avoidably and absolutely doomed to an eternal 
existence ina burning hell, without even the con- 
soling thought that eventually death may release 
them from their agony? And, pray, why is non- 
existence of the*dead any worse than non-existence 
of the unborn? 

I am an optismist and drink deep from the fount- 
ains of pleasure, scattered along the pathway of 
life. I let good sense prevail, borrow no trouble, 
and humbly bow to my fate decreed by Mother 
Nature. I believe with Ingersoll: “The time to 
be happy is now.” Hence I study to obtain the 
highest degree of enjoyment out of the brief period 
of life allotted to man. This, I insist, consists 
principally in the gratification of the desires, appe- 
tites, and passions dependent upon and concomi- 
tant with our physical body, foremost of which is 
the sentiment of love for the opposite sex; mar- 
riage; building and beautifying our home; chil- 
dren and the intense pleasures incident to their 
daily growth, changes, and development, etc. But 
all these delights cannot possibly survive the physi- 
cal body, and, consequently, a monotonous exist- 
ence, extended through the countless ages of end- 
less time without physical corporeity or capacity, 
with no wife to embrace, no children to caress, no 
three meals a day, occasional banquets, wine and 
cigars. This would be, to say the least, very far 
from my ideal “heaven” and all it implies. And 
ratter than to live such prosaical eternal life as an 
airy spirit, with the vivid recollection of the many 
gcod things enjoyed on earth, but henceforth de- 
nied us forever, I, for one, cheerfully submit to 
the inevitable, satisfied that when life ends all will 
be as serene during the eternity after my existence 
as it was during the eternity before I was born. 
Shall I fear nothing? Dread to go to sleep? 
Hesitate to meet eternal peace or shudder at the 
thought that life’s struggle—its dire calamities and 
fearful possibilities, menacing our existence contin- 
ually—will soon be over, as far as I am personally 
concerned? Shall I not rather rejoice, that when 
I die I shall have escaped all impending danger ? 

But whether eternal life is desirable or not has, 
as stated above, nothing to do with the possibility 
of man’s eternal existence. We must discuss this 
question philosophically, regardless of our likes and 
dislikes, inherited notions and cunningly assumed 
authoritative pretensions. We must apply science, 
reason, logic, and sense. 

That the sole reason of the survival of the faith 
in immortality is egotism, is best illustrated by the 
almost general repudiation of late of the doctrine 
of a literal “hell” as taught by the Bible and all 
consistent Christians for eighteen hundred years. 
This “monstrous doctrine” (as Beecher called it in 
righteous indignation) has the same basis and iden- 
tical origin as its associate doctrine of “heaven,” 
yet to-day it is complacently consigned to realms of 
fiction by all thinking minds, simply because it is 
not considered a comfortable climate in whichgto 
spend eternity. Yet it is the corner-stone ahd 
foundation of the Christian religion. 

Without “hell” there can be no Christianity. 
Christ came to save sinners from “hell.” Discard 
hell and Christianity falls. It is like “Hamlet” 
with Hamlet left out. There is either a “hell” for 
heathens, sinners, and Atheists like myself, or Chris- 
tianity is a farce and a lie. Believe this doctrine 
and all the terror it implies and you may subscribe 
youself an honest, consistent Christian. Repudiate 
it, and if you remain in the church, you are either 
a hypocrite, ignorant, or dishonest. If no “hell,” 
Christ’s death was deliberate and cruel murder, 
and the whole scheme of man’s fall and redemption, 
and the entire Bible, must be repudiated. 

“Adam's fall,” according to Christianity, con- 
signed humanity to death and “hell.” So God de- 
creed. But after four thousand years God repented 
of peopling the world with billions of human beings 
irredeemably lost without fault of theirs and damned 
to eternal torment. So “he sent his only begot- 
ten son” and caused him to be crucified, and de: 
creed that “whosoever believeth shall be saved, but 
whosoever believeth not shall be damned.” This is 
Christianity, pure and simple, and all those who 
discard “hell” discard Christianity, and, conse- 
quently, are not Christians. 

But how many intellectual men and women be- 
lieve in this “hellish” doctrine at the present time? 
Comparatively few, but a vast majority of those who 
have discarded this most emphatic declaration of 
Christianity now rally under the banner of the 
“ New Theology” as taught by Channing, Parker, 
Savage, Swing, Thomas, and many others; still 
cling to the hope of immortality, but without even 
a shadow of authentic proof of such doctrine, with- 
out a revelation, and purely from the selfish mo- 
tives. stated above. . They are practical Atheists— 
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without a Bible, without a God. They have substi- 
tuted human fallibility for “divine infallibility,” 
the gospels according to Tom, Dick, and Harry for 
the gospels according to Mathew, Luke, and John 
——each his own prophet, each his own authority. 
The Bible discarded as a basis of our faith, can 
we by science and reason demonstrate that man 
survives death ? 
and though the burden of proof devolves ‘upon 
those affirming—which proof, however, has never 
been forthcoming—I think I can now produce un- 
controvertible argument that the doctrine of im- 
mortality must be consigned to realms of fiction. 
(CONCLUDED NEXT WEEK.) 


Sparks From the Lecture Field. 

An early breakfast at Northport, an early ride to 
New York, thence to Boston, and from Boston 
again, on to Hast Dennis, made all in alla ride of at 
least fourteen hours. 

It was late when I reached my destination, but a 
good supper was awaiting me, and Joshua Crowell 
and wife did all in their power to make things com- 
fortable for me. This is my first visit to Cape Cod. 
At this time the cranberry season is at its hight, 
and here, almost in sight of the very spot where all 
kinds of torture were inflicted in the name of relig- 
ion; here, where hangings occurred, where the most 
horrible butcheries took place but a few years ago, 
the light of intellectual freedom has penetrated to 
such an extent that many people could be seen 
picking the fruit on the “blessed Sabbath,” and 
preparing it for the market. 

Work should be man’s only worship, and these 
people now residing on Cape Cod, where the feet of 
the Pilgrim Fathers first trod on American soil, 
hav so far attained to the hights of intellectual and 
religious liberty that they hold to the right of oc- 
cupation on any day. Let Tennessee take a lesson 
from Massachusetts. 

I gave two lectures in East Dennis, and each 
time I was favored with a good audience, consider- 

‘ing the sparsely settled condition of the district. 
The lectures were opened and closed with music 
and singing. Again the “Cosmian Hymn Book” 
was brought into use, while Miss Alice Crowell and 
Miss Hall took turns in presiding at the organ. 
The society here is one of the oldest Freethought 
organizations in America. For more than twenty 
years it has stood the storm and stress and flour- 
ished in the bloom and flower of prosperity. They 
hav a good membership and a list that any church 
in the vicinity might envy. Mr. Joshua Crowell is 
its president, and Mrs. Lydia Hall its secretary. 
They put our cause before the people at every 
favorable opportunity, and Ican safely predict a 
long career of usefulness. I was the guest of Mr. 
and Mrs. Crowell, who entertained me right nobly 
while there, and in the spare moments they initiated 
me into the mysteries of cultivating the cranberry. 
My first visit here ended favorably all round, and 
everyone seemed satisfied with our present efforts 
to gisseminate the glad gospel of truth. From 
East Dennis I went to Osterville, whereI gave two 
_lectures under the auspices of the Cape Cod Liberal 
Association. This, too, is an old and extensiv or- 
ganization. Its ramifications extend through vari- 
ous towns and villages along the cape. It boasts 
a good membership and has some splendid and activ 
workers in the ranks. Daniel Crosby, of Osterville, 
is one of its vice-presidents. The Crosby family 
are well known as Infidels throughout the whole 
district, and they are never afraid of expressing 
their views. My lectures here were successful to a 
degree. The topics upon which I held forth caused 
a wide-spread discussion, and the little stores in the 
town were filled with eager disputants. Ihad a 
quantity of literature with me for free distribution, 
and Mr. Crowley saw to it that each person in the 
audience was well supplied. Even the preacher’s 
wife came in for anabundance thereof. My stay in 
this locality was made at the pleasant h-me of Mr. 
and Mrs. Daniel Crosby, a home made sweet and 
pleasant by the perfume of flowers, for it is sur- 
rounded by chrysanthemums and “myrtle.” Mr. 
Crosby placed his boat at our disposal, and Captain 
Handy took me for a sail round the bay. Even in 
rough weather I would hav entertained no fear. 
My companion had been a sea captain for years, 
and knew every inch of the boat from stem to 
stern. For years he had plowed the seas, but now 
he has given his life to plowing the land and de- 
stroying superstition. Captain Handy attended 
both my lectures at Osterville and upon the occa- 
sion of my second lecture he came over with his 
daughter from Cotuit, a distance of seven miles. 
There may be found a large number of Freethinkers 
in this country. The hospitality enjoyed and the 
intellectual. freedom displayed cheers the heart of 
the traveler on his way. 
My lectures in Osterville coming to a close, Cap- 


I emphatically insist we cannot, 


tain Handy drove me over to Cotuit where I was 
down for one more. We had not been long in 
Cotuit when a carriage drove up, and Mrs. Crosby, 
with her daughter, alighted therefrom. They had de- 
cided to follow us and attend another of my lect- 
ures; the last one for the time being on the Cape. 
Another splendid audience greeted me. Captain 
Handy preceded me with a short and well adapted 
address upon the objects and principles of our cause. 
I thoroughly enjoyed this visit and I hav made many 
new friends and acquaintances whose kindness and 
generosity hav gone straight to my heart. A pleas- 
ant little home in the country surrounded with 
nearly everything to be wished is indeed conduciv 
to one’s happiness and comfort. Music and singing 
were among the chief of our entertainments. In 
the homes of our friends here the glorious light of 
Freethought shines with brilliant luster. Nothing 
but the ordinary cares and disappointments of life 
can cloud the present or even dim the future. The 
splendid hospitalities showered upon me by Mr. and 
Mrs. Crosby were repeated by Mr. and Mrs. Handy 
in Cotuit. Thecontentment of mind, the happiness 
of sympathy, all combined to produce a paradise 
that makes one almost loath to leave. But still I 
must up and away. Yet these lectures and the 
occasion will form another of those pleasant epi- 
sodes in life for whose return we shall often long. 

Harwich was my next camping-ground. I had 
expected to lecture there, but owing to the non- 
delivery of my message no arrangements ‘had been 
made; consequently no lecture was given. B. F. 
Robbins came to the depot to meet me, showed 
me around the tewn, and entertained me for the 
day. On the following morning I was up again to 
take an early train for Boston, where I lectured 
once more in the grand old “ Paine Memorial” be- 
fore the Ingersoll Secular Society. This time I 
was favored with the largest audience that I hav 
ever had in Boston. The old hall was crowded 
and many went away unable to find seats. Reuben 
Rush, the “Rattler” of Congress fame, presided at 
the. meeting and sent things off with one of his 
famous “Rushes,” equal to any of Princeton’s, 
Yale’s, or Harvard’s. R-uben is a whole team by 
himself, and he did much by his opening remarks 
to start the enthusiasm of the audience. 

The crowded audience, together with the pres- 
ence of L. K. Washburn, Ernest Mendum, Marston, 
Foster, Babcock, and other well-known ones of the 
mighty host, tended to put me on my mettle and 
urge me to my best efforts. The platform was 
occupied by Messrs. Rush and Rockwood, the latter 
having for years carried the work of humanity 
onward and the former ready to take his place and 
continue it. The lecture was followed by a good, 
though short, discussion, in which a Mormon elder 
participated. He is a man with a big heart. He 
said “he had no sympathy with ancient or modern 
creedism,” but expressed a firm belief in that un- 
known quantity called God, and a future life some- 
where, though where he did not know. It will be 
seen that he holds on to just enough creedism to 
float the boat in which he rides. 

While in Boston I was the guest of Mr. and Mrs. 
Rush. The Rushes are all Freethinkers, and the 
audience at Investigator Hall on each Sunday after- 
noon would be inconiplete without Reuben’s father, 
who occupies his accustomed seat in the front row 
and never fails to manifest his appreciation of good 
sentiments by an occasional “ Hear, hear!” accom- 
panied by applause. I was well entertained by 
host and hostess. Reuben and his brother Thomas 
could never tire of showing me around the “Hub.” 

Sunday evening Reuben secured seats for us at 
the Boston Theater, and we went to hear a dis- 
course on “Abraham Lincoln” by the Demosthenes 
of modern times, that great and accomplished ora- 
tor whose glowing eloquence is capable of swaying 
the multitude, first to tears, and then to laughter— 
Robert G. Ingersoll. What a treat, what an intel- 
lectual feast was there spread out before me! The 
vast crowd thronged in every part of the theater. 
A line of people three deep stood around every bal- 
cony and even cn the ground floor. No seats could 
be bought Sunday night, and the people paid for 
the privilege of standing. The moment Ingersoll 
stepped upon the platform the audience broke out 
with a storm of applause. The magnetism of his 
presence and his glowing oratory, with his occa- 
sional humor, moved his hearers both to pain and 
pleasure. The mind was forever swaying to and 
fro, surging as a sea, now carried upwards with his 
lofty word pictures, and again depressed by the 
graphic illustrations of the horrors and cruelty of 
the slave traffic. At the conclusion the vast crowd 
broke out in a mighty cheer, and “ America’s great- 
est orator” was compelled to return and bow his 
acknowledgments. 

I spend Monday in Boston, and on Tuesday morn- 
ing I return to New York city, where I must at- 
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tend to my duties in connection with the Federa- 
tion, and prepare once more for my return to the 
West. Jonn R. CHARLESWORTH. 
Sec. Freethought Federation of America. 
165 South Water Street, Chicago, TU. 


Respects to E. 0. Roscoe. 


When I offered my criticism on the articles of 
friends Brayton and Reed I thought it might raise 
a little breeze, but did not think it would cause an 
earthquake. 

If all the letters which I hav received in regard 
to my comments on those articles could be spread 
out in Tse Teruras Seexer it would be interestingly 
funny to observe that no two of them agree. Each 
is very positiv that he is right, and they agree only 
5 one thing, and that is that John Peck has gone 

aft. 

Of course I cannot answer all of those letters, 
nor need I; they answer themselvs. For a cursory 
examination reveals the fact that they not only re- 
fute, but utterly annihilate each other. 

But I must pay my respects to Mr. Roscoe. 
Colonel Ingersoll says he has been called everything 
but afool. Since tke strictures of Mr. Roscoe, I can 
go him one better. No doubt he (Mr. Roscoe) has 
been fed on angel’s food, and drank only the pure 
dews of heaven. It is evident that he has not been 
contaminated with the companionship of ordinary 
men but has “dwelt apart.” Probably he is in 
spiritual communication with Koot Hoomi and 
other Mahatmas of India and Ceylon. 

He is a nineteenth century wonder. ~ hen Dan- 
iel Webster entered the arena with Colonel Hayne he 
placed his name on the scroll of honor as the great- 
est living debater. Mr. Roscoe has thrown down 
the gauntlet, but “O! ye Gods,” I dare not pick it 
up, for has it not been on the “hand of Cæsar.” 

` How he came to notice such alilliputian specimen 
of humanity as myself, and how he came to stoop 
to the consideration of so trivial a matter as the 
financial question is past my understanding. 

He asks me if I would take confederate scrip 
for cows. This shows that he has studied the 
money question deeply. Right here I would like 
to ask him a question. But it is not likely that a 
glowworm would attract any attention under the 
broad glare of his calcium light. ; 

Is there not the power in every independent gov- 
ernment to make money? If not, where does the 
money come from? And has not every government 
the right to choose its own material ? 

But I must not overload Tse Trura Serre. 
I think Mr. Roscoe would do better to use the 
energy of his powerful intellect in solving the great 
problems of nature. Tell us, Mr. Roscoe, why 
the waters pour over the falls of Niagara. Why 
don’t the wind smooth down the waves of the 
ocean? Why don’t the rainbow rest on the arch 
with the legs pointing upward? Don’t you think 
it necessary for the man in the moon, away up in 
the cold, to take a “smile” occasionally? Don’t 
you think that old chestnuts are unpalatable ? 

Naples, N. Y. Joun Prox. 


A Sample of Christian “Love.” 


At Angerburg, Prussia, while making excavations 
beneath the church, workmen came across a small 
walled-in space, in which they found a human 
skeleton, a broken chair, and the remains of a hel- 
met and a pair of boots. The walls bore marks as 
if of finger-nail scratches, and there was only too 
much evidence that some person had been walled 
in alive. This punishment was a common one among 
the religious orders in the good old times. All the 
convents had an in pace, as it was called. The 
church would not shed blood, but for any offender, 
who betrayed the secrets of the order, there was 
eternal peace in some cave or cell where, after a 
service for the dead, the offender was immured, 
Bibliophile Jacob, in his preface to Le Convent de 
Baiano, a story of scandalous doings at Naples in 
1577, says: “In several convents Christian charity 
and monastic humanity consisted in prolonging the 
life of these unfortunates by giving them a three- 
pound loaf, a pitcher of water, and a lighted can- 
dle.” At the demolition of convents in France in 
1789 a number of these in pace prisons were dis- 
covered with skeletons. In several the water and 
bread were untouched, either because the victim 
was killed for want of air, or refused to touch food 
intended to prolong misery.— London Freethinker. 


The earth has never been an instant slow in its 
rotations on its axis, or its revolutions around the 
sun ; there has never been a mistake or collision in 
the plan and operation of the material universe, yet 
the Bible is full of recitals of mistakes and failures 
on the part of the almighty. If it be true that the 
Bible is the word of God, it must be literally true 
and free from all error. 
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Four Hundred Years of Freethought. 


It is a pleasure to peruse the letters I receive 
from all over the country. The interest manifested 
in “Four Hundred Years of Freethought” is de- 
lightfully encouraging. I suppose my readers 
would like to know how the book is accepted 
throughout our seattered ranks, and I think it will 
be well to publish these indications of good-will. 

Everyone knows J. H. Burnham and the splendid 
work he has done. He writes: 

I want your book, and intend to havit. Iam sure it 
will be the book of this generation in the interest of Free- 
thought. ; 

James Turner writes from Nashville, Tennessee : 

I hope you will find abundant encouragement in 
spreading the true light. Accept my warmest regards, 
and my hopes for a pleasant future for you and success 
for the cause you love so dearly. No doubt as light 
spreads among the common people superstition and des- 
potism will vanish. 

E. Livezey, of Baltimore, who has done noble 
work in our cause for many years, givs cheering 
word : 

I shall be pleased to do all I can for your great under- 
taking. Iam satisfied this will be a grand book. Iin- 
close $5, for I think you ought to hav the money now to 
aid you. 

Dr. De Lespinasse is always ready, and the fol- 
lowing is his good word: 

Inelosed find $10 for your book. I see that under the 
head of ‘‘ Government and Polities” you do not mention 
Proudhon and Carl Marz. 


Of course the radical work of these men will not 
be omitted in a history of this kind, which is in- 
tended to givall sides. Whatever my own opinions, 
I shall endeavor to express a clear view of the opin- 
ions and the labors of those who hav in any way 
aided human progress. 

Says L. D. Crine: 

“Four Hundred Years of Freethought” has a mission- 
ary work to perform. The author will certainly hav the 
satisfaction of holding the torch of reason up to the 
world. 

Dr. M. O’B. Ward, of Montreal, adds: 

Iam sure the book, ‘‘Four Hundred years of Free- 
thought,” will be most interesting, and I hope it will 
prove a great financial success. 

That is a good wish, for as the world now is 
finances play a most important part in the success 
of any enterprise. It isn’t an inspiration of course 
in writing the book, but it is a very beneficial result, 
even to the author. But generally in the case of 
Freethought literature the golden rule applies, 
“« Blessed is he who expects nothing, for he will not 
be disappcinted.” 

The land of the South sends a good message 
from Captain Garner, of Florida: 

I will do all I can to get all the Liberals of my ac- 


quaintance to take “Four Hundred Years of Free- 
thought.” 


And Wm. Mansfield, of Texas: 


Tam satisfied your book will prove itself worth more 
than the small sum asked for it. If ready in time I 
would like to order several copies for Christmas pres- 
ents, for it would make a most snitable and valuable gift. 


Louis Levine says: 


Do your work well. Your friends will expect no Jess 
of you. You will not be satisfied with anything short of 
it yourself. 


And the following from J. F. Hauenstein : 


Tam confident this will be the grandest hook ever pub- 
lished, and I hope that the time will come when it will be 
for sale in every bookstore. When I get my book I shall 
make good use of it in passing it around among my 
neighbors, as I am doing with Tae Trout Surxer. T 
was at the Congress and had a glorious time. 


The last from Washington, while from Oregon 
comes this word: 


I hope you will hav your book ready before winter is 
over, a8 I hav promised myself some very interestin 
reading out of it during the long winter evenings. 
hope we shall meet again before we hav to apply to St. 
Peter for ‘‘admission.”” The weekly appearance of THE 
TRUTH SEEKER keeps me up in Freethought. 

CHARLES G. Caspary. 

I must send you $5, knowing your ability as a writer 
and speaker on the great Liberal questions of the day, 
which are now shaking the old superstitions from center 
to circumference, and it is only a matter of time when 
they must pass away. I hav passed my eighty-first birth- 
day, yet I feel I must see this work and be able to read 
it, and call it mine, and let it pass down into the hands of 
my children and grand-children, as it will be a work to be 
read when the present generation has returned to the 
earth. Samorr D. Moore. 


This next comes from glowing youth, as the last 
from hopeful age, and both look forward : 


I was glad when my father told me that he had sub- 
scribed for a copy of your proposed work, ‘‘Four Hun- 
drad Years of Freethought.” I eagerly await its appear- 
ance. If T can do anything here among our little band 
of Freethinkers, I will do so with pleasure. I hav always 
taken a great deal of interest in your work for our cause, 
and I want to thank you a thousand times for what you hav 
done. Your lecture on the ‘‘Glory of Infidelity ” is one 
of the grandest things I ever read. I hav read it several 
times. May you receive hearty encouragement in your 
future work is the wish of “GEORGE J. REMSBURG. 


Francis S. Brettell and Ruth Brettell giv the 
music of cheerful old age: 


I am getting to be what is considered old, eighty on No- 
vember 12th, and my wife is nearly the same age. Never 
having been poisoned much with tobacco, aleohol, or 
medicin, my constitntion in not yet used up. We take 
many Liberal and Freethought papers—J/nvestigator, 
TRUTH SETKER. etc.—and we found yonr dercription of 
the various exhibits and sights at the World’s Fair in the 
‘Pen Pictures” very interesting. and also Mrs. M. A 
Freeman’s in the Investigator. Enter our names jointly 
for one copy of ‘‘ Four Hundred Years of Freethought.” 
We thin% it will be all you represent, and a very valuable 
and interesting work for all Liberals and Freethinkers. 


Our young and brilliant orator of Boston says: 


I want this book, a monument to its author and the 
cause to which he has given his best efforts. I shall do 
all I can to help you. Revsen Rosa. 


That grand old man, John Peck, sends greeting: 


Stress of circumstances kept me from the Freethought 
Congress at Chicago, but I was with yon in spirit. Your 
book no doubt will prove a great acquisition to our Free- 
thought literature. I wish yon abundant success. My 
life has been ore continued warfare. In the anti-slavery 
movement, land-tax, temperance, and secular reforms T 
hav spent my time and energies. But I shall die without 
regrets. When a man lays his all upon the altar of prog- 
ress he can do no more. 

This is good for California : 

I hav read many of your works, and I am determined 
to hav “Four Hundred Years of Freethought” if I hav 
to work nights and Sundays to pay for it. . 

Cuas. F. HARRIS. 


` Dr. Paoli, of Chicago, writes : 


Itake deep interest in your great work, and I know you 
are a man well fitted to giv your book an enviable repu- 
tation. Please put me down as one of your subscribers. 
I was very much disappointed not to meet you at the 
Freethinkers’ Congress. 

I sincerely hope you will be successful in your great 
undertaking. I hope every Liberal will help according 
to hisor her means. If they do, your reward will be 
only what you justly deserve. Wm. JENSEN. 

I trust vou may be completely successful. I only fear 
that your many absorbing duties will not allow you suf- 
ficient leisure for that thoroughness such a great work 
demands, and which people who know you hay a right to 
expect. R. J. Morrat. 


I send you inclosed the price of your book. which I of 

course want. I was always religious. and I am living in 
the anticipated delight I expect to havin reading the 
biographies of the saints to be sketched in your book, 
I want you to make a grand success of this work; and D. C. Rounpy, 
I hav all confidence that you will. Iwant to hava record 
of the part taken by Liberals in advancing the human 
race that I can refer men to with pride and confidence. 
I want a work at hand to show what Freethought is, and 
its martyrs, reformers, and pioneers. I think I shall 
want more than one copy, for I feel like spreading the 
truth and giving Freethinkers the praise they hav so 
dearly won. H. D. BALLARD. 


I know your book will be grand, and I wish you every 
success in your undertaking. Ishalljoin the Freethought 
Federation soon, I advocated, through our paper here, 
the opening of the World’s Fair on Sunday, which led to 
quite an argument with one of the leading ‘‘divines.” A 
short time ago I took a decided stand against the class of 
literature that is being adopted in the publicschools, Twas 
on this issue elected member of the school board, which 
of course aroused to a degree the Christian element; but 
the majority of the parents agree with me, I think, 

Lurruna K. WEBSTER (AnD O. F, WEBSTER). 

This is doing good work for the Liberal cause in 

a most important direction. Our friends in Michi- 
gan hav kept their Freethought and radical 
opinions before the people and against wrong in the 
church and out of it. This must be done all along 
the line. i 
Money was never so scarce in my memory, but it must 

. come somehow for the purpose of helping you in this en- 
terprise and furnishing the world with such a concise and 
well-connected history of progressiv Freethought as 
yours will be. I want to leave no stone unturned that 


may lead some to see the falsity of the superstition that 
they revere. Win J. WHITE. 


This is what Colorado says: 


The firm has raised the $5 due for your book, and I as- 
sure you we all are as glad to send it to you as you will 
be to receive it. You are duly entitled to it. We wish 
you the most abundant success in its publication. 

H. COFFIN. 


I inclose you $5 for ‘‘Four Hundred Years of Free- 
thought.” Itis cheap enough. I wish I could double it, 
but times are hard out here in Oregon. With best wishes 
for your success, C. GILMORE. 

These are some of the letters I receive. I hope 
I shall be able to satisfy all expectations. ‘The 
theme of course is a great one; but the difficulty is 
to so evolve it that it shall be a true picture of human 
progress, with color, form, and perspectiv harmoni- 
ously blended. As some of my correspondents 
hint, Imust take time to do justice to the work. 
In answer to many questions, I cannot say just 
when the book will be published. I fully expected 
to havit ready now, and I could hav written it after 
a fashion, but not so as to-satisfy myself or the 
critical world. Ido not want any imperfection in 
this book if I can possibly help it. If it were 
merely a matter of dates, events, and statistics, I 
could easily complete it. But it is more than this: 
It is a description of character, an evolution of 
ideas; it is a work of combination—not merely of 
record. There must be a rearrangement of vast 
material. It is impossible to hurry a book like this, 


any more than one could hurry a poem or a paint- 
ing. One can hurry on a city directory—names 
and dates are easily put together; but not phi- 
losophy, science, and history. Whatever hap- 
pens I must take my time writing this book. Do 
what I will, other matters will press upon me. I 
hav to do the work of two men right along. I- hav 
to be my own clerk and write about one hundred 
letters per week. That is the business part of it, 
which breaks in terribly upon hours of literary 
composition and disturbs the flow of thought. 
Then I hav to lecture more or less to keep the “ pot 
boiling,” and write articles; so that spite of all I hav 
searcely one uninterrupted day when I can forget 
everything except this work and hav all my faculties 
bent upon it. Not being endowed with riches, I can- 
not command the leisure I desire. In some respect 
this is a good thing, and in others not. Poverty is 
a hard school, but it givs good results. If I had 
plenty of cash and plenty of leisure I don’t’ think I 
should write so good a book as I now will under 
the stress of circumstances. Poverty compels a 
concentration of energy, a quickness of judgment, 
a choice of ideas, a selection of the best, that is not 
necessary when one has all the time in the world. 
I think I shall write a better book, because I’ve got 
to get it done this winter, than if I had five years 
to do it in. In my case I find there’s a great deal 
of inspiration in the “printer's devil” constantly 
calling for copy. I: hasa very stirring effect. Still, 
however, only about so much of real good writing 
can be done in a day, whatever the demand. One 
can’t write like a hack. He must brood and dream, 
and giv time for ideas to be fully born, and he must 
study compactness and clearness of expression, ete. 
There must be exhausting labor, and it can be 
kept up but a few hours each day. As somebody 
says, “ Easy writing is blanked hard reading.” I 
hope my subscribers will not be impatient about 
the appearance of this book. Iam giving up every- 
thing else to its production, but there are condi- 
tions which cannot be overcome. If I hav 
to liv on a erust a day for the next six 
months I mean to finish this book to my 
satisfaction, and not omit any labor necessary 
to make it more valuable. This is the child of my 
brain, and I want it perfect so far as time and 
study can make it so. I won’t, therefore, make any 
promises as to the day of publication ; but until it 
is completed it will be the all-absorbing work and 
pleasure of my life. Of course I shall get it done 
this winter. I was hoping to hav it ready for 
Christmas and New Year’s, but must now giv that 
up, since I cannot do the work as it ought to be 
done by that time. 

It will cost nearly $2,000 for the first edition. 
The portraits will cost over $500. I hav to depend 
entirely on the subscriptions to meet these ex- 
penses. I hope that those who are going to take 
the book will giv me their names at once, as now is 
the time I most especially need their assistance. It is 
the expense of publication that weighs so heavily, 
and which I cannot possibly meet except by the 
cooperation of friends. I hope that those who Rav 
already so generously subscribed, will, if possible, 
secure subscriptions among their Liberal acquaint- 
ances. Every new subscription at the present time 
will be a mighty help to the financial success of 
this work. Don’t waitto lend a hand, even if I hav 
to wait a little while longer in order to produce a 
better book. It is so much easier to take bills out 
of the pocket than ideas out of the brain. But do 
your share, and T’ll do mine. Samuzt P. Purwam. 


Man and The Gods. 


The main criticism of my lecture at Newark, on 
Sunday, December 3rd, was that I didn’t go deep 
enough and far enough; that in confining myself 
to the total separation of church and state I did 
not touch upon the burning question of the rights 
of labor, which is a most important part of the 
rights of man. It is thus often said: ‘Settle the 
labor question and Freethought will take care of 
itself.” And I hav been urged to devote myself to 
that kind of political work—Labor reform, People’s 
party, etc., as this was the best way to win for Free- 
thought. 

I endeavored to reply to this criticism but had 
not time to fully express my views. But, these are 
some of the points. In the first place, as President 
Bird said, we are all in the same boat, all going the. 
same way, al] hav the same large end in view—the 
enlightenment and amelioration of the millions who 
inhabit this world. 

But the end is so large and so magnificent thatit 
must be reached by many means and many diverse. 
efforts. We cannot follow one straight line, nor can. 
one man in himself include all means and methods 
any more than one soldier can be artilleryman, 
cavalryman, sharpshooter and infantry. Each man’ 
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must choose his line of battle and stick to it, and 
not scatter himself over the whole field and so 
really do nothing. The process of civilization is 
differentiation and concentration; otherwise human- 
ity cannot greatly advance. I do not criticise any- 
one for choosing a different line from my own. I 
say if that is his work it is all right. Why, then, 
should I be criticised for being simply a Freethinker 
and fighting it out on that line, when it is conceded 
that Freethought is absolutely necessary to human 
advance? I admit that the questions of rent, of in- 
terest, of money, of free trade, of land tax are of 
supreme importance; but no one man can settle all 
these questions; and the demands of Liberalism 
are also of supreme importance, and must be 
equally insisted upon. Now I hav chosen the 
Demands of Liberalism and Freethought for my 
life work, and it is all that I or any one man can 
attend to. I hav not time to attend to other ques- 
tions in an adequate manner. I can giv my sympa- 
thies to these reforms, but I cannot be thoroughly 
devoted to them as Iam to Freethought. I, how- 
ever, do not find any fault with those who put the 
emphasis of their work upon these other questions. 
I hav no creed of method; I am not so wrapped 
up in my particular line of duty that I cannot see the 
advantage of other lines of duty which it is impos- 
sible for me personally to pursue. Of this, how- 
ever, I am positiv, that no great reform will be ac- 
complished in this world without the triumph of 
Freethought. And, though I hav to neglect many 
important things, Iam engaged in a fundamental 
and far-reaching work. I am satisfied with the 
work I hav chosen to do. It requires all my 
faculties and time and the point I make is that I 
ought not. to be criticised for not being God 
Almighty and engaging in every reform under the 
sun. Let us recognize the vastness of reform, the 
manifold means by which it must be accomplished, 
and the necessity of each individual choosing a par- 
ticular line and being thorough in that, rather than 
to dabble in all sorts of reforms and be good at 
none. No man can do all. Each man can do 
something. Let him find out what that something 
is and do it with might and main. Ingythis age 
there must be specialized effort, not only in science 
but in reform. But don’t let one specialist criticise 
another specialist for being a different specialist. 
Let all realize that digging away at diverse points 
they will some day reach the same goal. ` 

After the “Gods” hav ruled this world so long 
and so harshly it was a pleasure indeed to see them 


utterly demolished with glittering wit and reason,’ 


and forever set aside by Ingersoll in his famous 
lecture, “ The Gods,” which I heard at Brooklyn on 
. Sunday evening. A magnificent audience was 
present, and everyone seemed to be in sympathy 
with the brilliant orator. How rapidly tha gods 
who had so long tortured humanity disappeared in 
the light of that splendid eloquence. How helpless 
they were when logic and science attacked them. 
Special providence, miracle, prayer, vanished into 
nothingness. Only humanity remained free and 
glorious, and working out its own destiny. It was 
a fine turning of the tables, to see man in his pre- 
eminence, without a particle of superstition, or 
fear, remanding the gods to the darkness from 
whence fhey sprang—all the multitude of gods, and 
“Our God,” with the rest of them; and of course 
if the gods go, the devils go too; for as there is no 
god without a devil, so there is no devil without a 
god. And so the vision of humanity becomes clear 
and bright, and wonderful indeed is the picture of 
men’s progress after the gods are set aside. It 
made the heart swell to listen to those golden 
sentences which breathed a requiem over the ceme- 
tery of the past, not in anger, but in pity; and 
thence called us to the living future. 
; SamoeL P. Purnam. 


Observations. 


C. H. Paosarp, Esg , Editor of the Hye, Snohomish, 
Wash. i 

Dear Clayt: To-day I received a letter from a 
resident of your city, wherein the writer, touching 
upon the current financial stringency, says that the 
cinch appears to hav been taken up another hole 
since the date of my departure from Snohomish. I 
am sorry to hear that, for the situation then was 
too binding for the untrammeled exercise of trade. 
The residents of the East are not, I judge, quite so 
money-bound as those of the West, where the coin- 
owners hav the people by the very umbilicus of 
their systems, but the financial question is upper- 
most here nevertheless. 

The other night the New York Chamber of Com- 
merce entertained Secretary Carlisle, of the United 
States treasury, with a dinner at Delmonico’s res- 
taurant. Delmonico’s place here is a more ex- 
pensiv lunch-room than the one that Van Loon kept 
there by Hagarty’s wharf in Snohomish, for the 


var ard 


guests at the dinner mentioned paid $20 for a 
chance to eat with the secretary; but I should 
guess that chambers of commerce are pretty much 
alike all over the country. You remember what 
ours did out there a year or two ago—held several 
meetings and then listened to the secretary’s report 
on local developments, prepared by Eldridge 
Morse, who was not a member. I do not know 
whether the New York Chamber ever hears a report 
on the conditions of trade or not. Its main func- 
tion is to entertain distinguished visitors like 
Carlisle and Comptroller Eckels the kid, who was 
also present on this occasion, and who stridulated 
after the habitual manner of the gold insect. When 
each of the guests had consumed his $20 worth of 
grub, the president. of the Chamber arose and pro- 
posed the following sentiment, to which Secretary 
Carlisle was slated to respond, to wit: 


Commerce demands and the honor of the country re- 
quires that the obligations of the United States shall be 
paid in coin current in any market of the world, and that 
this question shall be settled for all time and beyond 
controversy. i 


The proposition was followed by prolonged 
cheers, of course; for when men hav a week’s wages 
under their belts in the form of champagne it is 
easier to arouse their enthusiasm than to keep them 
quiet. So all hands howled. 

You will note the general terms in which this 
proposition is made; also that it is not a proposi- 
tion intended for the relief of embarrassed citizens. 
These fellows profess to be deeply concerned about 
the “honor of the country.” It is none of their 
business, they think, if the farmer is unable to pay 
the interest on his debt, owing to contraction that 
makes gold twice as hard to get, without increasing 
the purchasing power of subsidiary coin. ‘The 
honor of the country,” said President Smith of. the 
New York Chamber of Commerce, “requires that 
the obligations of the United States shall be paid in 
coin current in any market of the world.” That 
means gold, though it might mean girls, for among 
the nobility of England afew years ago maidens 
were accepted as tribute without anything more 
than a cursory examination. The reference to the 
demands of commerce is not against the girl theory ; 
the only objection to maidenhood as coin is its fre- 
quency. Like silver, it is abundant, convenient, 
and economical.” <“ Alas!” says the humanitarian 
poet; “alas! that bread should be so dear and flesh 
and blood so cheap.” 

« Commerce demands and the honor of the coun- 
try requires,” chirps Mr. Smith, “that the obli- 
gations of the United States shall be paid in coin 
current in any market of the world.” You, my 
friend Clayton, and I, your friend George, know 
that there is no coin current in all the markets of 
the world. A view unobstructed by rear brick 
walls and high fronts of encaustic tiles or other 
hardware, has enabled us to see that honor requires 
no more than this, That obligations shall be paid 
in money current in the community where such ob- 
ligations are assumed. When I borrowed that dol- 
lar of Judge Van Bowen I did not feel bound to 
pay it back in coin that would buy twenty beers in 
South Africa. 

By the way, I wonder if you could guess what 
the chamber of commerce or Secretary Carlisle un- 
derstands by “the honor of the country.” Do you 
think it consists in robbing the people of said 
country for the benefit of the bankers on this side 
of the Atlantic and of the English creditors on the 
other? I should judge that the honor of this 
eountry, or of the Atlantic ocean, or of the desert 
of Sahara, the Rocky mountains, or the upper 
atmosphere, is of less importance than that the 
citizen of Snohomish should be able to pay his 
grocery bill or take up his tabs at Fred Cleland’s 
hostelry. The “honor of the country” and the 
“demands of commerce” are fine words for the 
auriferous-insect to conjure with, but they won't 
buy land or a grub-stake. I often think that the 
patriots who take refuge in the honor of the coun- 
try, while the citizen livs on sour-belly and salted 
potatoes, `s as much of a humbug as the reverend 
gentlemen who tell us the will of heaven and exalt 
the glory of God. 

I see that you still keep prodding away at the 
editor of the Zribune, as if he, instead of George 
Head and Billy Whitfield, had been responsible for 
the premature announcement of an incresse in the 
family of Deacon Sorrrenson and his bride, who hav 
not been married the full length of time in such 
case made and provided. You would do better to 
take Head and Whitfield apart and talk seriously to 
them about the sinfulness of giving bogus news 
items to editors who are young and unmarried 
tenderfeet. I shall watch the Hye carefully. Some 
day, Brother Gorham’s statement may come true, 
and if it is a girl, and the physician’s certificate 
shows that he has called the turn, he will be able to 


begin his announcement, “as stated exclusivly in 
the Tribune,” and the joke will not be on him so 
much as present appearances would indicate. 

Last week, while writing thinklets, the thought 
came to me that, whereas the drowning catch at 
straws, therefore the hard times must be responsi- 
ble for a good deal of the present activity in relig- 
ious circles. I wrote that statement with some 
degree of uncertainty, not being more than reason- 
ably sure that it was true. Now comes Dr. Charles 
H. Parkhurst, the dive sharp, who states, upon in- 
formation and belief, that the coming winter will 
witness a more than usual interest inreligion. This, 
he says, wi'l be the natural result of the business 
stagnation. “There are some plants,” says he, 
“ that will not thrive in too rich a soil, and religion 
is one ofthem. In prosperous times people are apt 
to say, ‘This world is good enough for us.’ The 

shrinking of valuesand the loss of faith in securities 

will tend to turn the mind toward serious thought.” 
This is in harmony with a statement I see in one of 
your papers that lumber is being laid on the ground 
for another church building in Snohomish. When 
the building is erected, making six houses of wor- . 
ship for a population of 3,000, or one for every 
500 people, your local means of grace will amount 
almost to an over-production. There are but 200 
churches registered in this city—one to every 8,000 
citizens—and they are not crowded. Saloons occur 
with greater frequency, our city boasting of 10,000 
of them. What a paradise this would be for Jim 
Pearl and myself if “morning’s mornings” were 
complimentary, as in Snohomish, and we could walk 
fast enough to touck them all before breakfast. 

The solemnities attendant upon Thanksgiving 
day went off first-rate last Thursday. This place 
was infested with a thousand college students, who 
came here to see the Yale-Princeton football game 
and to incarnadine the municipality. Such was the 
disorder of the day that people forgot to be thank- 
ful as they truly ought, and for the occasion praised 
heaven with faint damns. Football is a violent 
form of the sporting mania, and compared with it 
the practice of indulging in prize-fights is an intel- 
lectual diversion. Teach the youth of Washington 
to shun it as they would a bucking cayuse. 

Gezo. E. MACDONALÐ. 


Freethought Progress. 


Dr. Huber, of Berlin, has written a work entitled 
“ Morality Without Dogmas.” He sent his pious young 
emperor & copy, asking permission to dedicate the work 
to him. He received his book back with the gracious 
answer that a book with such a title could not be accepted. 
How naive some folks are! Dr. Bruno Wille has 
assumed the editorship of Der Freidenker, published at 
K6lnd, Germany. *.*.‘ Mrs. Hedwig Henrich-Wilhelmi, 
the well-known German-American Freethought lecturer, 
has started on another lecture tourinGermany. Her last 
one ended in imprisonment and exile for blasphemy. *.*.* 
Der Freidenker, Milwaukee, accents subscriptions for 
the family of Dr. Voelkel, who is himself serving in the 
prison at Erfurt a two years’ sentence for blasphemy. 
We notice that Mr. George Wilson, of Lexington, Miss., 
an old Trura Srerxer subscriber, is among the contrib- 
utors to the fund. 


El Clamor Setabense, a Freethought journal edited 
by Manuel Sorisno Lopez, is published at Valencia, 
Spain. Ramon Chiés. the editor of Les Dominicales 
and leader of the Spanish Freethought party, died Octo- 
ber 15th. The hearse was followed by three hundred 
carriages and eight thousand persons. Those who at- 
tended were members of the Freethought societies and 
associations to which Chiés belonged. All of the chief 
papers were represented by their editors or bv substitutes. 
Could there he found in the United States eight thousand 
members of Freethought societies to follow to the grave 
the remains of any Freethought leader? Spain is swiftly 
eoming tothe front. ButFreethinkers there hav a stupen- 
dous task before them. According to the just published 
Spanish census, Spain has 39,000 teachers and 72,000 
priests. Of its 17,000,000 inhabitants only 3,318,000 men 
and 1,687,000 women can read and write. Certainly men 
like Ramon Chiés cannot be spared. 


AtLincoln, Neb., themayor vetoed the resolution of the 
city council granting permission to the state band to giv 
Sunday concerts. The council passed the resolution 
over the msyor’s veto, spite of the objections of the par- 
sons. A fight over the Bible in the public schools 
is in progress at Lowellville, O. There the Catholics are 
‘doing the work which dishonest Protestant officials hav 
made necessary and which should hav been done by the 
local Freethinkers. if there are any. '. Pitman 
Grove, N. J., is a Methodist resort where Sunday trains 
hav not been permitted to stop. Now a majority of the 
population hav petitioned for them. - In the Phono- 
graphic Monthly for September Edward F. Underhill 
bas an appreciativ and interesting sketch of the life of 
the late Theron C. Leland, Freethinker, philosopher, 
wit, and Humanitarian. A portrait of Mr. Leland accom- 
panies the sketch. «‘.°.* Arguments for church taxation 
were presented on November 4th toa committee of the 
Massachusetts assembly by J. M. L. Babcock, J. F. Fos- 
ter, Dr. Wilson, and Mr. Moulton. Later the arguments 

» were continued by F. M. Holland, Dr. J. Van Elderen, 
Welter C. Wright, Charles Alexander, Charles H. 
Holmes, J. F. Foster, and E. H. Dunbar, all favoring 
taxation. The Granite Monthly for December 
opens with a biographical sketch of that earnest New 
Hampshire Freethinker, W. C. Sturoe, of Sunapee. It 
is from the pen of H. H. Metcalf and is accompanied by a 
portrait of the subject. 
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Letters of Rriends. 


Brevity is the Heart of Generosity. 

BARNHILL, O., Nov. 21, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed please find $5, 
post-office money-order, for one year’s 
subscription to THE TRUTH SEEKER and 
**One Hundred and Forty-four Self- 
Contradictions of the Bible;”’ the re- 
mainder to be used for the benefit of Tue 

TRUTH SEEKER. JOSEPH HIRST. 


Freethinkers of the Pacific Coast, At- 
tention ! 

PORTLAND, Orz., Nov. 25, 1893. 
Fræxos: What hav you to donate 
to the Portland Secular Sunday-school 
Library and Museum? The children want 
books, minerals, shells, fossils, insects, 
etc. Send what you can and help make 
the Sunday-school one of the finest in the 
country. All donations will be acknowl- 

edged by the secretary. 
Netti Oups, Superintendent. 
Wr. Jasse, Sec., 10 Union Avenue. 


A Man Who Puts Religions Liberty Above 
Party. 
Riverway, N. Y., Nov. 24, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: Tinclose clipping relativ 
to a proposed bill to giv state aid to pri- 
vate schools in New York state, to which 
Teall your attention, although you may 
hay seen it in the World. 

Iam a Republican, but I am ready to 
leave any party in order to throw my influ. 
ence against any coalition or combination 
between church and state. Let us try 
to stop this matter above alluded to. 
*t Eternal vigilance is the price of liberty.” 

Gero. L. PRATT. 


Snch as This Will Make Mr. Putnam’s 
Blushes Indelible. 
LIBERAL, Mo., Nov. 16, 1898. 
Mr. Eprror: I must hav that book, the 
book of all books, that book by the man 
with'a soul like a mountain, a heart like 
an ox, and energy like a flea, the man who 
is always working for the emancipation 
of his fellowmen, one of the best men that 
ever lived—Samuel P. Putnam’s ‘‘ Four 
Hundred Years of Freethought.” If the 
books are to be bound in leather, I want 
one of the Jeather bound. Will send check 
for $5 now, and if it costs any more let 
me know, and I will send the rest. 
Yours truly. P. J. UMERITE. 


Brother Smith Doesn’t Understand the 
Colonel Aright. 
Capmvs, Kax., Nov. 10, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: I see I hav got behind, as 
my time expired on the ist of the month. 
Find inclosed $5 for another two years’ 
trip. This may be the last time I shall be 
able to renew, a8 every year gets worse 
for the laboring man. 

I did want to go to Kansas City on the 
22d to hear Brother Robert Ingersoll, but 
T hav got a little tame on his talk of happy 
homes, ete., when, as it seems to me, he 
indorses the very principles that destroy 
those homes. J think he means homes of 
the rich. No, Iam not yet ready to vote 
for him for president. Asa SMITH. 


From a Victim of Persecution in Germany. 
ERFURT, Prussta, Oct. 2, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: I am here in prison, since 
seven months ago. Iam bodily well, and 
am sure to be released in some months 
with unbroken courage. Would you be 
kind enough to send me H. Gardener’s 
‘Is This Your Son, My Lord ?” ‘‘ Pray 
You, Sir, Whose Daughter?” ‘Story 
Hour,” and ‘‘ For Her Daily Bread”? I 
hay got permission to read and write, and 
should be glad to trans‘ate those books, 
since we hav nothing similar in German, 
But you must send meat the same time 
the authors’ permission to translate. I 
read in your paper the note on my incar- 
ceration. Thanks. 
With kind thanks, faithfully and fra- 
ternally yours, Dr. VoELEKEL. 


The Parasites of Indnstry. 
Twin Mounn, Kax., Nov. 1, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror. You will find inclosed a 
check for $3. I intended to remit some 
time ago, but there were others whose de- 
mands admitted of no delay. I think, as 
a class, the farmers are as prompt in meet- 
ing their obligations as any others; the 


trouble is, we are compelled by corrupt 
laws to part with the greater portion of 
the fruits of our labor to support a host of 


idlers, who absorb our industry and make 
laws to crush us. 


know of no law that has been passed by 
the state or nation which has benefited the 
wealth-makers of this state. On the con- 
trary, the laws are made to benefit Shy- 
locks every time, and we take great pride 
in having the glorious privilege of voting 
these leather-heads into office to steal our 
hard earnings, and to giv it as a bribe on 
condition that the World’s Fair be closed 
on Sunday to please a lot of fanatics, of 
whom nine-tenths are too mean for hell. 
How long will the people stand such hum- 
buggery, anyway? Auex McBripz. 


Money Close, But Not Close Enough to 
Reach.. ; 
Bovuper, Cou., Nov. 15, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find $10, to ap- 
ply on account. Money is close, but not 
close enough to be reached here. With 
an abundance of all the natural products 
of the earth, men and women willing and 
anxious to work are suffering for the nec- 
essaries of life, and even starving in this 
land of plenty. Why? All because of an 
artificial panic, gotten up by the bankers 
of Lombard and Wall streets. What for? 
To add another delegation to the great 
army of tramps and homeless vagabonds, 
and to swell the already bursting pockets 
of the bloated and rapacious bondholders; 
to gobble up all the land; to add another 
link to the chain that is intended to make 
the majority of the people of America 
slaves, in a worse slavery than negro 
slavery ever thonght of being. The ne- 
gro slave was at least fed, however poorly, 
and had medical attention when sick, lest 
his property value shouid be lost; but we 
must tread life’s weary treadmill, and at 
the same time sing the jolly treadmill 
song. And if we go under, who cares? 
There is not even the property inducement 
to pull us out of ihe mud and mire, but 
another is crowded in to take our place 
and deliver the tale of brick with or with- 
out straw, as the case may be. And he 
must sing the same old jolly song, lest 
with an idle tongue he might be plotting 
for freedom. 

Enough of this; I did not start to lect- 
ure you; Iam going to stay with you as 
long as I can, and help you all I can, bnt 
I wished to impress it on you that things 
move very slowly here just now. 

L. Z. COMAN. 


Missouri’s Sanday. 
Orraon, Mo., Nov. 23, 1893 

Mr. Eprror: Your article on Sunday 
enforcement in our state, suggested by 
the fining of a barber for shaving on Sun- 
day, suggests a reminiscence and a few 
thoughts to me. We hav a legion of mis- 
demeanor acts (not laws, for, with Barnes, 
I deny that it is in man’s power tomakea 
law—he can only ascertain what the 
true law is, and regulate accordingly), 
which acts punish one party to the trans- 
action—the seller, not the buyer—the 
doer, not the employer, ete. They hav 
grown out of the fanatical temperance 
legislation and vice society efforts. The 
injustice and absurdity of all such at- 
tempts at statute making are apparent 
enough. Butthe Sunday legislation is so 
unconstitvtional, so hideously one-sided 
and inequitable, that all reasonable people 
will admit the charge. Last year, in Holt 
county, in Missouri, a railway delivered a 
car-load of bricks one Sunday, at Forest 
City, and ordered that it should be un- 
loaded at once. The bricks were for Ore- 
gon, a town on the hills two miles above 
and east of the depot. The brick mason, 
who had the contract for building the 
house for which the load was intended, to 
save the double expense of unloading and 
loading up, just had the bricks placed on 
wagons and hauled up to the town where 
they were to be used. Some ‘‘unco guid” 
people coming out of church took offense 
at this display of Sunday labor, and had 
the parties arrested and fined for laboring 
on the holy day The driversand contractor 
were punished, not the railway company. 
Oh, no! The writer of this called for the 
enforcement of the law against the big 
corporation. Not abit of it—not a foot 
would the pious souls stir. It could not 


T hay lived in Kansas 
for over eighteen years, and up to date I 


be possible that the law, as they call it, 


exempts the railways. 
ing, roaring, screaming through the 


towns, shaking the very church founda- 


tions and deafening the congregations— 
stop and deliver freight, order cars to be 


unladen, or do it themselvs by their em- 


ployees. and we never hear of a righteous 


soul complaining. In the name of all 
that is democratic or republican, free 
and enlightened, how can these things be? 


Tf laws (2?) educate us, what kind of 


education are we getting? One man sells 
a harmless book, and goes to the peni- 
tentiary at hard labor for years. Half a 
dozen other book-sellers keep for sale and 
sell with impunity books as vile as ‘‘ De- 
cameron,” Rousseau’s ‘‘Confessions,”’ etc. 
(and the Holy Bible, too), and it is all 
right. We talk about liberty and equality. 
Yet we hav built up a monstrous system 
of injustice and despotism during the past 
thirty years. Hott. 


Hellgrimite—A New Word for the Lexi- 
cographers. 
Satang, Cor., Nov. 6, 1898. 

Mr. Eprror: As a Freethinker I take 
the privilege to write you a letter which, 
if you choose, you can put in Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER for all Freethinkers to read. 

I read the ‘‘ Rich Man Defended,” both 
that of Mr. Brayton and that of Mr. John 
Peck, and I congratulate Mr. Peck upon 
the gallant defense he made. I think it is 
the best article on the hard times I ever 
read. As to Mr. Brayton, I think if he 
will go out in some new country and take 
some of Uncle Sam’s land as a homestead, 
without money, and make a living till he 
raises a crop he will find it is harder than 
he imagins it to be. I had an argument 
with a Hellgrimite the other day that was 
amusing, and I thought you and the 
friends would like to read it. As to the 
word ‘‘Hellgrimite”: I suppose you would 
like to know what I mean by using ts 
word; well, I mean a man who pretends 
to belong to church, and as soon as 
services are over is scheming to beat his 
neighbor out of a few dollars. That is 
what I mean by Hellerimite. The argu- 
ment was this: He asked me what was my 
religious belief; I told him I believed 
religion to be a humbug of the worst kind. 
Says he: ‘‘Do you expect to go to heaven 
when you die?” ‘Well, I don’t know 
but that I will, if there is such a place,” I 
replied. Then he asked: ‘‘ How do you 
expect to get there if you believe religion 
a humbug?” And I answered him to the 
effect that if there was a heaven, as he 
claimed there was, I had as much show as 
he had, if not more, for I believed if a 
man lived uprightly and honestly and did 
what was right toward his fellow-man— 
helping him along in need and distress— 
and if there was a golden city the man 
who did right (and we all know right from 
wrong if we know anything) would be the 
man who would get there, and he didn’t 
need to be a hypocrit, Heligrimite, or 
sky-pilot to enjoy such a place as they (the 
Christians) are going to hav some of these 
fine days. He then said: ‘‘How does it 
come that we Christians get along better 
and hay money and are provided for 
better than those who believe religion a 
humbug?” ‘Well,’ I answered, ‘‘the 
money you get is begged from the poor, 
ignorant class of church-members who 
slave and work for a living and then you 
come along and tell them it is their duty 
to giv it to the church for some confounded 
sky-pilot, and they believe you because 
you are an officer in the church, and hand 
the money over to you, and that is where 
you get your money to liv on; it is some- 
body else’s money, not yours, that you 
spend.” At this little speech my opponent 
dropped the subject for that time, and so 
I must close for the present. 

SAMUEL HOLLABAUGH. 


The Need of Scientific Schools, 
ORTHODOX ScHooL oF Tao 
Nov. 10, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: There isa girl’s college in 
this country, where it is very unpopular to 
be anything buta Christian. And a Free- 
thinker is held a—well, I can’t express it. 
It has at the head of it for president a 
minister, who says and teaches that a 
woman is not refined unless she is a Chris- 
tian, and so models his school accord- 
ingly. This school has a large attendance 


They come rush- 


of young ladies, and every week the presi- 
dent of the said institution has his Bible- 
classes, which he teaches regularly, and 
every student is required to take the Bible 
work, and under no condition whatever is 
she excused from it. So the work of drill- 
ing in superstition goes on. This institu- 
tion is nothing but a daily Sunday-school 
aftair. Itis quite true they hav a capable 
faculty (all Christians, however, to carry 
out the one ides), and are very thorough 
in the other branches, but no one may 
study them unless she studies the Bible 
too. So you see the Bible is put first. 
What will this school turn out? A set of 
one-sided bigots, who never hav heard of 
anything but Christianity from the cradle 
up; hav never been allowed a free thought 
in their lives. They, perhaps, represent 
several hundred homes every year. You 
say this does not amount to anything—but 
it does. Just think for a moment; this is 
one school, one drop in the bucket; there 
are a great many others of the same ilk. 
Where are the free colleges? There 
may be free public schools, but when one 


‘| has finished there and looks around for a 


college in which to complete one’s educa- 
tion, nothing brt colleges run by retired 
mivisters meet the eye. Where are the 
colleges in America that stand without re- 
ligion for their foundations and a faculty 
who dare to say: ‘Wm put science above 
everything?” Has America any such? 

With the younger generation lies the 
destiny of this country. It lies with them 
whether Freethought or superstition pre- 
vails. If they are educated in Christian 
colleges we cannot hav much security in 
prophesying a very decided growth in 
Freethought. I do not mean that girl’s 
colleges alone are needed; grand co-edu- 
cational schools are demanded where not 
a breath of superstition can enter, and 
these would hav a very large influence in 
shaping the future belief of this country. 
They ate needed, yes, badly needed. 
Freethinkers who hav children to educate 
send them to the public schools, and when 
they hav finished there, hesitate to send 
them to colleges of superstition, to blight 
the freedom of thought they hav already 
gained. 

Let us hav this idea talked—boomed! 
Had I as much money as feeling on this 
subject, I should endow a college of Free- 
thought very liberally. But, unfortun- 
ately, I am not quite through one of these 
religious grist-mills yet and hav not tried 
my fortune in the rough old world, but 
should fortune ever beam on me, I will 
certainly remember our educational needs 
and do my share. An ATOM. 


First Seenlar Church of Portland, Ore- 
gon. 
_ Portuanp, ORe., Nov. 16, 1893. 

Mr. Enprror; Noticing in your paper 
communications from all parts of this great 
and glorious land of the ‘‘free ” and home 
of the brave, and very seldom seeing any- 
thing from Portland, Ore., I feel that afew 
lines concerning the’ progress of Free- 
thought and Freethinkers here would be 
of interest to the readers of THe TRUTH 
SEEKER. After the excitement attending 
the rousing convention of the state Secular 
Union, we, the small fry of the First Sec- 
ular church of Portland, hav finally settled 
down to regular business and resumed our 
meetings, ‘‘which we had suspended for a 
time,” and they hav been thus far so 
largely attended as to necessitate our in- 
creasing the seating capacity of our hall, 
Ours, you will see, is a church, but I think 
there is no other church in the country 
like ours, founded 6n good common horse 
sense, instead of God, Jesus, Holy Ghost, 
& Co. Every Sunday evening at 7.30 we 
hold our doors open for the reception of 
all, and then we introduce, after some pre- 
liminaries, our trump card in the person of 
our lecturer, Katie Kehm Smith, and she 
generally takes a trick every time. The 
Secularists and Tiberals hav tried and 
failed repeatedly in this very Christian city 
of Portland, to organize a society of Free- 
thinkers, but through the persistent efforta 
of our trump card, Katie Kehm, assisted 
by several others of untiring energy, we 
now hold a hand that will be hard to 
euchre. Last Sunday evening, instead of 
our regular lecture, we held a literary and 
musical entertainment, followed by a card 
party. The hall was packed and all present 
were highly pleased and voted the affair a 
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thorough success. Too much praise can- 
not be given to the parties who did all in 
their power to make it such, among whom 
were Miss Nettie Olds, Mrs. Wentzle, 
Mrs. Wheeler, Mrs. Lee, Misses Mollie 
Squire and Edith Kemp, and Messrs. Kemp 
and Spalm, and last but not least, though 
neither a singer nor a speaker, but a first- 
class financier, our treasurer, Mr. Charles 
Hagner, a mau of energy and push, to 
whom a great deal of praise is due for his 
zeal in insuring the success of the Portland 
Secular church.. We are doing, we are 
confident, a great amount of work, as can 
be seen by our large audiences and the 
many new faces appearing. We hav also 
a Sunday-schonl started, meeting at 10.30 
A. M. at our hall, where we will, under the 
superintendence of Miss Nettie Olds, en- 
deavor to stuff the attending children full 
of common sense instead of superstition. 
Hoping, Mr. Editor, that these few lines 
will be the forerunner of others from this 
section of the country, I will now con- 
clude by requesting, asa favor, that you 
insert in the valuable TRUTH SEEKER a 
small notice of the meeting of the First 
Secular church of Portland every Sunday 
evening at7.30 at the Central Labor Coun- 
cil hall, 1703 Second street, near Yamhill. 
Taz TRUTH SEEKER is very extensivly 
read in Oregon, and we ask for the inser- 
tion of this weekly notice for tha purpose 
ofinforming Freethinking people through- 
out the countr * where we are to be found. 
Fraternally yours, H. E. Grrarp. 
Sec. First Secular Church of Portland. 


A Nice Prayer to Uiter in Church, 
Ricgvinu®, Ia., Nov 10, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: Inclosed please find $6, for 
which please giv me credit on my subserip- 
tion. Every mite will help to keep the 
‘¢Grand Old TRUTH SEEKER Ship ” sailing 
upon the stormy waves and muddy waters 
of theology and superstition, so that it may 
save many who hav suffered shipwreck on 
the dangerous rocks and sandbars of 
priestcraft. To change the metaphor, the 
paper is a light-house to guide those who 
are lost on the dark ocean of mental 
slavery and credulity to the safe harbor 
of Liberty and Science.. If T had the 
genius of a Shakspere or a David I would 
write poetry and sing praises in honor of 
the immortal Watson Heston. His car- 
toons alone are worth the subscription 
price of the paper, there is so much 
meaning and truth in them. The heathen 
rage furiously in this church-riddon town 
at present. The Methodists are having re- 
vival meetings. I attended a few times. 
Their actions made me think of Heston’s 
cartoon in the ‘‘ Pictorial Text-Book,” 
where he compares the howling Method- 
ists with the howling monkeys of Africa; 
a good comparison indeed. The first time 
T attended the meetings some church mem- 
bers urged me to hava debate with the 
pious tramp, and as I was willing to comply 
with their request, they grinned and snick- 
ered at the prospect of having the fun of 
seeing an Infidel knocked out of time by a 
preacher, But, to their great disappoint- 
ment, I worsted the gospel-sharp so badly 
that they all left the church, snapping and 
barking at me like a pack of wolves, I 
finally found myself all alone with the 
peddler of piety. At last he pleaded that 
I should get on my knees and pray. I 
promised him that I would prepare a 
prayer, and with his approval I would say 
it in church; but before I had time to 
attend again the good man had left for 
other parts of the Lord’s vineyard. Butin 
the hope that he or some other Christian 
may read Tus TRUTH Srexer, I will giv 
a copy of my prayer here. 

There hav been so many gods, in fact 
the woods hav always been full of them, 
and every nation has made its own gods 
under different names, but tbat there be no 
misunderstanding among all the (dead) 
gods, I will direct this message to the god 
of the Christian, to G. Hovah, J. Christ, H. 
Ghost & Co.: 

t‘ Great God in Heaven (if there be a 
God and a Heaven), I hav beeninduced by 
some of your dupes here to pray to thee, 
and as I hav not prayed for many years, 
for I am not sucha beggar as to trouble 
thee very often, I will take the liberty to- 
day and direct a few words to thy imagin- 
ary heavenly throne. O Lord, I hav but 
very little hopes that thou wilt answer this 
prayer, because thou hast never answered 


any of the many prayers I directed to thee 
many years ago. I also fear, O Lord, that 
all the prayers and pious groans and A mens 
which this ignorant and deluded peovle 
here utter are all in vain, Great God, 
this thy superstitious people almost hav 
fits because I am such a hydra-headed 
monster of an Infidel. Now, good God, if 
thou art a reality then I beseech thee to 
please let me know for sure, for how can I 
be blamed for not believing in thee, as I 
hav not the least proof of thy existence? 
Thy book called the holy Bible contains so 
many absurd and foolish stories called 
miracles, and they tell me that I must be- 
lieve all and everything which thy holy 
queer contains or be damned, but I will be 
if I do. I pray thee, O Lord, if thou 
shouldst ever write another book, please 
write it so as to promote Love, Justice, 
Liberty, and Peace; for the Bible promotes 
hatred, slavery, and persecutions. This 
people call thee all-wise and all-merciful, 
and still they believe that thou hast 
drowned all human beings with the excep- 
tion of one man and his family and that 
that man felt so good because thou hadst 
saved him that he went on a spree and got 
dead drunk as soon as the drowning busi- 
ness was over. . Why didst thou not drown 
them all and make a new start? They also 
tell me that thou hast made a hell and a 
devil to torment the most of us forever and 
ever for thy pleasure and glorification. O 
God, wilt thou forgiv this foolish people 
for making such a monster out of thee, 
but thou knowest (if thou knowest any- 
thing at all) that the sky-pilots hav to keep 
the devil wide-awake and hell red-hot so 
as to keep their duves in fear; thou also 
knowest that the devil and hell are the 
preachers’ right and left bowers, and their 
salvation. At last I ask thee to forgiv the 
pious drones and their poor dupes for 
accusing thee of having killed thy only son 
or allowing others to kill him (which would 
make thee equally guilty of the erime). 
O God, if there be one, save our souls if 
we hav souls. Amen,” 

I hav one sentiment for the Christian, 
and another for the Freethinker. The 
Christian may be compared with a monkey 
in a cage, for he is surrounded by the iron 
bars of priesteraft and. superstition and he 
defends himself with the weapons of fables, 
myths, faith, imagination, ani bigotry. 
The Freethinker is like an eagle; he 
swings himself far above the dark clouds 
of superstition, and enjoys the crystal- 
clear sunshine of science, and keeps far 
above the detestable mire and slush of 
theology. Henry Bisson. 


Hay We Certitude in Philosophy or 
Science? 
Nov. 15, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror; I hav this day received 
a few pamphlets from Otto Wettstein. I 
hay carefully read them, yet I fail to ar- 
rive at the same conclusions he does, 
and why ? 

His mode of reasoning would lead to the 
absurd consequence of denying the ability 
to discover anything as yet unknown. 
Furthermore, it would make an impossi- 
bility of the universe itself, were we to 
deny the preservation of force. 

For what is it that distinguishes the 
dead, inert matter of this earth from the 
living, palpitating, moving matter, called 
man or animal? Scientists tell us that 
every particle of our bodies is renewed at 
certain intervals gradually but surely, 
and the cessation of said renewal is death.’ 
Are we not always the same individuals 
with the same peculiarities and character- 
istics at all times during our life? Nature, 
that does not make any distinction be- 
tween man and man, still endows one man 
better than another, and unjustly so; the 
same catastrophes, the same hardships, 
hefall man, even were we to enthrone 
deaf and dumb, cold law on the seat of 
cosmic government. In short, Material- 
ists hav a god whom they call nature, law, 
necessity, and what not, with this differ- 
ence, that they are more consistent and 
deny the probability or even possibility of 
consrious existence hereafter. Admitting 
that question as very uncertain, it seems 
to me rather irrelevant to man whence he 
comes or whither he goes; the matter of 
greater importance being to liv to-day as 
if to-morrow were never to come (in a 
certain sense), for to-day well spent earns 
another to-morrow. To dive into meta- 


physics, discussing the pros and cons of 
an existence only anticipated, will help us 
not one particle in acquiring those facts 
innumerable but as yet unknown, which 
the universe holds. It ill behooves the 
dabbler in the multiplication table to dis- 
cuss the higher mathematics and to make 
assertions and advance theories on matters 
entirely beyond his ken. In my humble 
opinion it would be far better for man to 
go a little slowly, to acquire all the neces- 
sary facts first before advancing as facts a 
mere patchwork of conclusions arrived at 
possibly by a false arrangement of appear- 
ances. Agnostics, asserting the impossi- 
bility of knowing anything positivly, should 
of all men be the slowest to commit such a 
blunder and couple with it the daring 
challenge to disprove them. Religions (I 
mean all kinds and all stages) hav had 
their origin in man’s heart and mind. 
That that innate desire to worship some- 
thing has been turned by unscrupulous 
men to wrong advantage has naught to do 
with that fact. Consider it as a remnant 
of medieval times or in any other way you 
will, some natural reason and explanation 
can be given for it. How well does Inger- 
soll explain it? Why, people must or will 
hav a religion, so-called. Then, if it is 
natural for man, why should the stickler 
for nature declare it unnatural? Remem- 
ber I am not defending the Christian 
religion; oh, no. My visual horizon 
reaches’ very much beyond the meager 
fand of spiritual knowledge that it can 
giv; but as we believe in evolution I hav 
the brightest hopes that a light will ap- 
pear, perhaps not long hence, for men 
with clear eyes can already perceive the 
dawn; mental freedom has long been 
struggling for existence, sometimes suc- 
ceeding in rattling its chains forged by 
old Father Time. The rust of ages is 
slowly eating them away, and ere we know 
it the human mind will stand unfettered 
by any interests that hav kept it enslaved 
for such long ages. Whether things will 
prove to be as I anticipate, or whether 
they will be more to Mr. Wettstein’s taste, 
I cannot know yet, but I am certain that 
it will mean a greater change than any 
reformer of any age has sought to bring 
about. 

The spirit of the times is at work; it has 
put its divers agents, be they called 
Materialists, Agnostics, Infidels, Spiritual- 
ists, Freethinkers, Bible-critics—yes, even 
fanatics on religion—to the task of en- 
lightening the existing and next genera- 
tions. 

I will close with the information, which 
you may hav already gathered from the 
foregoing, that I am leaning strongly 
toward Spiritualism; at least, I am investi- 
gating. As yet I hav not been able to de- 
cide certainly; I am lingering on its thresh- 
old. I wish to thank Mr. Wettstein for 
his kindness, and can assure him that I can 
relish his outspokenness, even for that 
which I as yet disbelieve, differing herein 
from many of my old friends (the Chris- 
tians), who hav turned the cold shoulder 
to me since discovering my disposition to 
stand on my own feet. I do not beat 
around the bush, either, and hope thereby 
to earn the respect and friendship of both 
Mr. Wettstein and your contributors and 
readers. Orro Yono. 


Some Speculations About Gods and 


Other Intangibilities. 


New Brirarn, Conn., Noy. 27, 293. 

Mr. Eniror: I was once traveling ina 
covered business wagon over some flat, 
undrained roads which were in a dread- 
fully bad condition, with deep ruts on each 
side alternately. I had for my traveling 
companions my wife—a little, round wo- 
man who had t> keep a firm grip on my 
right arm, underside midway between the 
elbow and armpit, to keep from rolling off 
the rear seat—and a Mormon preacher by 
the name of Clapp. He did not call him- 
self a Mormon, but ‘‘ one of the reorgan- 
ized Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints.” It is along name, but there was 
quite a colony of them on the upper Cala- 
poia river in Oregon, and they were real 
good people, and did not believe in polyg- 
amy nor hav any illegitimate children, as 
far as T conld learn. Mr. Clapp was a 
good talker, and I think I was born that 
way myself. And so it was not long be- 
fore we got into a conversation about our 
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religions opinions. I did notknow he was 
a preacher, and, although I had often dis- 
cussed with tbose of most religious beliefs 
in the United States, I had never talked 
with a Mormon, and so was much puzzled 
to guess what he was. He was very lib- 
eral, and seemed willing to debate the 
merits of the Christian religion. So I 
guessed that he was either a Universalist, 
a Unitarian, a Spiritualist, a Campbellite, 
or an Adventist. Well, to get nearer to 
his views I asked what was his belief re- 
regarding a life after death. ‘‘ Well,” he 
said, ‘‘ it is somewhat speculativ, of course, 
but I believe there żs a life after death.” 
He kept perfectly calm during the whole 
of our talk, and never failed to score a 
point when the opportunity occurred, even 
though it seemed at times that our lives 
were in jeopardy, aud, when the ‘‘ stage” 
gave an extra lurch—which was about once 
a minute—my wife would giv the little fist- 
ful of flesh a wrench to save herself, Well, 
Mr. Clapp proved future existence by say- 
ing that ‘‘if God was just we would liv 
again, because anyone could see that very 
few, if any, get their just deserts here.” T 
replied by saying that there could be no 
personal all-powerful, all-wise God who 
created everything, because if he was per- 
fect certainly nothing but perfection could 
be the result of his creation. But since we 
see much imperfection in the creation, we 
are forced to one of two conclusions: God 
was imperfect and could not, or would not 
—which is the same—create perfect beings, 
or else there was no creation and probably 
no God. Is it not speculativ to affirm a 
God to account for nature, full of imper- 
fections, and imperfect nature to prove a 
perfect God? Therefore, the argument is 
invalid. It is no reply to a reasoning, 
thinking being to say, as did Paul in 
Romans ix., 14, 20: ‘‘ What shall we say, 
then? Is there unrighteousness with God? 
God forbid. Nay, but, O man, who art 
thou that repliest to God? Shall the thing 
formed say to him that formed it, Why 
has thou made me thus?” All this lan- 
guage either comes of superstitious fear, 
or isa game of bluff by a wily priest to a 
superstitious devotee, so that no answer 
shall be required where none can be made, 
The question remains: Can perfection pro- 
duce imperfection? ‘‘Oh, what blas- 
phemy!” says the devotee. ‘‘You limit 
the power of God.” Task Paul: ‘‘ Who 
art thou, O man (you ‘‘ thing,’ Rom. iX., 
20), that assumes to know so much more 
about God than others, and speak in such 
dictatorial manner?” Or, as a little boy 
is reported to hav asked, ‘‘Can God make 
a two-year-old calf in a minute?” 

But then come the questions: Where 
did we come from? What are we now? and 
What will be our future? Darwin has 
made answer to the first and second; the 
last can probably never be guessed. We 
are composed of a certain number of 
chemical elements which can be found in 
other animate and inanimate forms, which 
go to make up an articulated bony sys- 
tem, each bone not only connected with, 
but correlated to a muscular system, a 
veinous and arterial system, and also a 
nervous system, with many organs, such as 
heart, liver, lungs, stomach, kidneys, and 
brain, the whole correlated by life forces 
—of which we know little, except that they 
permeate the whole, while all are in good 
order, and this leads us to guess that they 
produce thought. Yet to us Agnostics, if 
we confess the truth, one thing seems cer- 
tain, that there are no two formed alike, 
nor do any two think exactly the same. So 
we guess one is the cause and the other is 
the effect. If matter, when organized, 
forms mind, then the idea of a future per- 
sonal (or individual) existence seems im- 
possible, because it seems impossible for 
the same physical body to be formed ex- 
actly the same, to produce the same 
thought, and the difficulty appears greater 
when we discover that our thoughts are 
changed by what we come in contact with, 
and there seems no probability that the 
same things will occur again at the same 
ages of cach of us respectivly. But it ig 
assumed that God can and may chang 
our arms to wings. I say it is assumed, 
but it is not proven probable, or even pos- 
sible, or even that there is a being such as 


God is conceived to be, and probably no 

two persons hav the same conception 

God—and that is all we know of ‘‘ him. 
Yours truly, GEoRg F. ELLIOTT. 
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Children’s Gorner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wixon, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communica- 
tions for this Corner should be sent, 


“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to jower: 
Comes a pause in the day’s occupations 
That is known as the Children’s Hour.” 


The Rock-a-By Lady. 


The Rock-a-By Lady from Hushaby street 
Comes stealing; comes creeping; 
The poppies they hang from her head t3 her 
f et, 
And each has 8 dream that is tiny and fleet— 
‘She bringeth her poppies to you, my sweet, 
When she findeth you sleeping! 


There is one little dream of a beautiful druam— 
“ Rub-a-dnb!” it goeth, 
"There is one little dream of a big sugar plum, 
And, lo! thick and fast the other dreams come 
‘Of popguns that bang. and tin tops that hum, 
And a trumpet that bloweth! 


And dollies peep aut of those wee little dreams 
With laughter and singing: 
And boats go a-floating on silvery streams, 
And the stars peek-a-boo with their own misty 
gleams, 
And up, up and up, where the Mother Moon 
beaws, 
The fairies go winging! 


Would you dream all these dreams that are ticy 
and fleet? 
They’ll come to you sleeping; 
So. shut the two eyes that are weary, my sweet, 
For the Rock-a-By Lady from Hushaby street, 
With poppies that hang from her head to her 
feet, 
Comes stealing; comes creeping. 
—Eugene Field in Chicago Record. 
I 


Quiet Workers. 


The strongest forces are those making 
the least noise in the world. Gravitation 
and electricity move quietly, yet are pow- 
erful in results. Silently are the coral 
reefs raised, inch by inch, until they pre- 
sent an impregnable and wonderful wall. 
‘So there are men and women who move 
without noise or bluster, and yet accom- 
plish a vast amount of good in the world. 

In the ranks of Freethought there are 
those of whom the world never hears, 
They do not lecture, they write no books, 
but they go about doing good. They 
reach the men and women that never hear 
a Liberal lecture, who would never see a 
Liberal book were it not for these silent 
workers, who buy books and copies of 
lectures, leaving them in convenient 
places—in halls, railway cars, or wherever 
they may chance to be. They drop a 
word here and there, which sets the hearer 
to thinking. The good they do has not 
been estimated, nor can it be. And when 
praises and thanks are rendered to those 
who are known as public expounders of 
the truths of Freethought, the efficient 
forces whose names are never seen in pub- 
lic print should not be forgotten, for their 
labors, though silently performed, are of 
great and permanent value. 8. H. W. 

i 
Dullness, 


He is not only dull himself, but the 
cause of dullness in others.—Johnson, 


We can ever be cross, surly, dull, or out 
of heart, but what we affect in like manner 
those around us. One person who feels 
dull and gloomy will make a rcom full of 
people feel out of sorts and out of humor, 

It is a duty we owe to ourselvs to be 
cheerful, hopeful, and pleasant. It builds 
up health snd makes life worth living. It 
attracta friends and sows seeds of gladness 
all around us. 

Every glad day paves the way for more. 
Every hopeful thought opens the door for 
its successor. 

Banish dullness and be bright, cheerful, 
and hopeful. Enjoy the now, for of the 
now only can we be really sure. To- 
morrow we may sleep the sleep that lasts 
forever and forever. 

Make glad then the present and rejoice 
that so much of good is ours. 


AUNT ELMINA. 
E s 


What the Little Folks Are Saying. 

“ Mrs. Smith’s got a dog that likes me,” 
said little Emily, coming home from a 
visit with her aunt. ‘‘How do you know 
he likes you?” her mother asked. ‘*’ Cause 
he tasted of me?” answered the little girl. 
—Youth’s Companion, i 


Mamma: Georgie, where is the five 
cents I gave you to putin the contribution 


box for the heathen? Georgie: I’m sav- 
ing it for Aunt Hetty when she comes, 
Why? Georgie: ’Cause I heard papa say, 
“ Is that old heathen coming here again?” 
— Washington Star. 


“I say, mother, didn’t I hear you say 
last night you thought vegetables had 
feelings?” ‘* Why, yes, my son, it is very 
pleasant to believe so.” ‘All right, 
then, you don’t catch me running that 
old lawn-mower again. I’m not going to 
hurt the feelings of the grass.”— Boston 
Transcript. 

“The following,” writes a correspond- 
ent, ‘‘is an actual occurrence in a near-by 
public school:” Teacher: Giv a sentence 
with the word ‘‘healed” in it. Scholar: 
Alady— Teacher: Stop right there. Be- 
gin again. What was the lady’s name? 
Scholar: The lady I mean has no name! 
Teacher: What! A lady with no name, 
Giv her a name then. Scholar: Mrs. Smith 
touched Christ’s garment and was healed. 
(Collapse of teacher. )— New York Tribune. 
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Correspondence. 


ELBERTON, GA., Nov. 19, 1893. 
Dear Miss Wrxon: This is my second 
letter to the Corner. I was twelve years 
old in October. I go to school and like 
my teacher very much. I study spelling, 
reading, geography, grammar, history, and 
arithmetic. I liv in sight of the railroad. 
When I wrote before I had two little kit- 
tens, and now I hav four more little 
kittens. Their names are Fritz and Harry, 
and I havn’t named the rest of them. My 

father is a doctor. Yours truly, 

OLIVE BELL. 

[Will Olive tell us what it means to bea 


Freethinker?—Ep. C. C.] 


Spokane, Wasu., Nov. 7, 1898. 
Dear Miss Wixon: I.hav never seen 
any letters to the Corner from this place, 
so I will try to write a few words. I am 
nine years old. Papa says T was the first 
Infidel born in this city. I hav been 
going to school about ten months. I am 
now in the second reader. Some years 
ago we all went to hear Mr. Putnam lect- 
ure, and he said I was the smartest Free- 
thinker in the audience. 
Well, this is all I can think of this time. 
So good-bye. P. Terence Mos. 


[And we are glad to get a letter from the 
amartest little Freethinker in Spokane. 
Mr. Putnam is correct in his estimate,— 
C. C.J 


Senxca Faris, N. Y., Nov. 7, 1893. 

Drar Miss Wixon: To-night I came 
across your note containing the bark from 
that yew tree at Stoke Bogie. 

So I thought I would send yon a fern 
from the Himalaya mountains and a speci- 
men of braid which women weave to trim 
their garments 

I expect to sail for India in about two 
weeks. In memory of our pleasant voy- 
age together, I remain, i 

Very sincerely yours, 
Fannie M. ENGLISH. 

[Miss English returns to India as a 
teacher. We wish her success, and may 
her efforts ever point to truer and higher 
light, and a better comprehension of life’s 
great duties and interests. Thanks for 
the interesting specimens.—Ep. O, C.] 
Port Townsenp, Wasu., Nov, 12, 1893. 

Drar Miss Wrxon: Will you allow 
another stranger to enter your cosy 
parlor and hav an afternoon chat with 
you? 

I hav been a Freethinker for quite a 
while, owing to the fact that I was con- 
verted by my friend Louisa Iffiand. I 
havthe books ‘‘ Apples of Gold” and ‘*The 
Story Hour,” and hav read them a great 
deal. I read Toe TRUTH SEEKER and I 
am very fond of it. I would like my 
mother to subscribe for it, but, as she 
does not think as I do, my wish cannot be 
fulfilled. I attend school every day and 
study arithmetic, Latin, geometry, civil 
government, algebra, and general history. 

I fear my letter is getting too long for 
the first time. I will now close. Hoping 
that my letter will escape the waste-basket, 
Iremain, Your Freethinker friend, 

Anniz L. BARTHROP. 

[A brave girl and one who thinks for 
herself. Perhaps some one will be kind 
enough to send Annie copies of Tux 
TRUTH SEEKER, after reading the same, 
until such time that she is able to sub- 
scribe for it herself.—Ep. C. C,] 


Soranton, PA., Nov. 6, 1893, 

Drar Miss Wrxon: As I now hav the 
time to write a letter I write one to the 
Corner. 

I liv in Seranton, but I do not like it 
here much—there is too much coal-gas. 
There is a breaker not more than a hun- 
dred rods from our house. 


I hav never been down in the mines, but 
would like to go. 

Now, to change the subject, I will say 
that I like.to read the Corner very much. 
I take delight in reading it. There are so 
many pretty pieces in it. This is my first 
letter to the Corner, but I hope it will not 
be my last. 

I am eight years old. I hav no brothers 
nor sisters, and I never had one. My 
Mamma and papa are Freethinkers, and 
we take Tue TRUTH SEEKER. I do not go 
to church very often, because when I do go, 
I never take any interest in it, nor Sun- 
day school either. 

As my letter is so long, and I hav to go 
to school, I will close, but I will write 
more next time. Good-bye. 

Mary Lity MERRITT. 

[Not every girl of eight years can com- 
pose so good a letter. We are pleased to 
welcome Mary Lily to the Corner, and 
hope to hear from her often.—Ep. C. C.] 

- CLOVERDALE, Va., Nov. 17, 1893. 

Dear Miss Wrxon: As I hav been sit- 
ting here thinking about you, I will now 
put my thoughts into words. Well, the 
harvest is past, summer is ended, and there 
is left a pile of the biscuit material at many 
households. 

The cold weather has set in, and the old 
hare is scouting around through the coun- 
try. I hav caught thirteen this fall in my 
traps. 

Iam enjoying good health at present. 
Well, I’ll tell you. I went to church the 
other night, and there was a pretty girl 
there; she was so pretty it made my head 
swim to look at her, and every time the 
preacher prayed I wonld turn around to 
look at her. If looked at her so much that 
I didn’t remember a word he said. My 
mother asked me to let her read this letter, 
but I didn’t do it, for I told her if she 

knew what was in it she wouldn’t sleep a 
bit. Now, that is a pretty tale to tell my 
mother, is it not?—ha, ha! 

Well, as I am getting sleepy, I will close 
this time.: I would like to correspond with 
any of the readers of the Corner at any 
time—prefer the feminin gender. With 
best wishes for your Corner, I will now 
close for fear this letter will reach the 
waste-basket. CHARLIE WM. POWER, 


[Beauty isalways attractiv, whether seen 
in tree, flower, or human face. There is 
no harm in it, Charlie, and you need not 
hesitate to tell your mother. - Always con- 
fide in your mother. She is your true 
friend.—Ep. C. C.J 


Forp, Kan., Nov. 9, 1893. 

Dear Miss Wrox: This is my first at- 
tempt to write to the Children’s Corner. 
Iam thirteen years old, and I like to read 
the Corner very much. Iam living with 
my grandpa, Major Harvey R. Van 
Voorhis, We liv on the Arkansas river, 
twenty-two miles below Dodge city, and 
four-and-one-half below a small town. by 
the name of Ford city, the nearest town 
around here. It is about one mile and 
one-half to our nearest neighbors We 
are all Freethinkers, and grandpa has 
taken THE TRUTH SEEKER for a long time, 


.| I read your paper all the time, especially 


the Corner. I read a letter a good while 
ago (back in April or May) in the Corner 
from Daisy Sutter, of Alexandria, Egypt. 
I would like to correspond with her very 
much, and if you don’t mind it I would 
like you to send me her address. I go to 
church sometimes for fun, not because I 
believe in it. 

I am not afraid to tell any priest or 
preacher that Iam a Liberal and a Free- 
thinker. 

Hoping to hear from you soon, Iremain, 

Your Freethinker friend, 
Crrus S. Dauner. 


[Some one was bemoaning the other day 
that the older Liberals were passing away, 
and there were none to take their places, 
Nonsense, Read the Corner and know 
that thousands of children are growing as 
fast as they can into men and women, 
young Freethinkers now—and among the 
number is Cyrus—and they will be ready 
to take up the work that others are 
obliged to lay down,—Epb. C. C.] 


Aronison, KAN., Nov. 10, 1893. 

Dear Miss Wixon AnD Corner: It is 
again my pleasure to send my thoughts to 
the Corner, and express them in a willing 
way, and while my sayings will be few, I 
hope you will accept them with good 
grace. Since last writing to the Corner, 
the minority hav been holding a revival 
at Atchison. All denominations hav 
clubbed together in the hopes of captur- 
ing the town, but I think their hopes will 
be shattered. A few weak-minded sinners 
(mostly children) hav asked forgivness, 
and may the poor creatures be forgiven is 
the wish of many. The leading lawyers, 
bankers, merchants, and educators of 
Atchison are Freethinkers, and we hope 
to secure some lectures the coming winter, 
then we will teach the bigoted how to 
convert people, People must be converted 


by the truth and not by falsehoods. All 
preachers, as a rule, will get up before 
their congregations, and utter falsehood 
after falsehood, in hopes of getting econ- 
versions, and for that reason fail. A lady 
said to me recently that Freethinkers were 
composed of the lower class of people; 
when she uttered those words, she fairly 
insulted the names of the grandest men 
that ever lived, the men who made this 
country free, and made it possible for her 
to speak her opinions freely, but when she 
uttered those words, she uttered them 
most too freely, becanse I believe we hav 
as large a band of Freethinkers in the 
United States, and a better class of people 
than the Christians can boast of. If this 
woman had been aware of this fact, she 
would probably hav spoken the same 
words, as Christians seldom admit the 
truth when they know it. Christians will 
some day rejoice in seeing their error and 
be glad to hold to the banner of Free- 
thought. May this day soon come is the 
wish of your Freethought friend, 
CHARLES B. Remesure, 

[We must pity the ignorant, Charles, 
while we try to show them a better way 
than the one they walk in. Hand that 
lady a Freethought tract, or a good Lib- 
eral book, and let her read, if she wil).— 
Ep. C. C.] 
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A Liberal living in Michigan said once that he would give $25 & 
year to have the Crimes of Preachers recorded, as the frequent lapses 
of virtue of the ministers showed how little value Christianity 
DoeWe have just issued the Fourth Edition of the book doing this 

© have just issued the Fo ition of the book do: ; 
The additions for this new edition of the 


“ Crimes of Preachers ” 


shows nearly 400 cases of ministerial conduct. While those in pre- 
vious editions show that within a few years about 


1300 MINISTERS HAVE BEEN GUILTY 


of one kind or another of criminal conduct. Most of the crimes 
are a st women, for the fair sex are at once the weakness and 
the. Strength of the church—“ the church” meaning of course the 
“OrRy: ; sis : 
_ Notwithstanding the many additional pages. we have kept the by 
price the same, 25 cents. Send for a copy, and confound the church- © 
men. Show them just what sors of seamps are the clergy who have 
closed the World’s Fair on Sunday. because it is so holy a day that to look upon machinery o2 
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paintings in this period is ** immoral.” 
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is to show the archdeacon his error, and he has succeeded. An English writer said of it: 
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Studies in Psychology. By one who was cut down from the gallows. Printed from mant- 
script in the hands of Saladin. In paper, 10 cents. 


WHIRLWIND SOWN and REAPED. 


A short story of clerical crime and villainy founded on fact. Of this book the Open Court 
said: “This navel: will command the same. or more, interest than Helen Gardener’s story, * Is 
This Your Son, My Lord?’” In paper, 25 cents. 


THE CONFESSIONAL. 


Being an exposure of that infamous religious rite. Contents: Li. ‘iousness of the Pre- 
Reformation Church; Lechery of the Confessional; The Priest in Absc ‘on; Confessions of 
the Escaped Nun; Extracts from Dens and Liguori; Examination of tu. Thurch’s Claim to 
have Fostered Learning; Her Atte: pts at Continency, even more Ruinous than Her Relf- 
Indulgence; The Relative Criminal Statistics of Catholicism and Protestantism 


paper, 25 cents. + 
THE TRUTH SEEKER. 98 Lafavette Place. Now York- 


HAND-BOOK 


OF 


PREETH OUGHT. 


By W. S. BELL. 


Containing in condensed and systematized form a 
N vast amount of evidence against the superstitious doc- 
W trines of Christianity.. As a book of reterence and aid 
to all truth seekers it is invaluable. Its classification 
Á of subjects makes it a hand-book. AsIngersoll said of 
Paine’s ‘Age of Reason,” it enables somebody in every Village to "corner the parson.” Its wide 
variety of subjects include all the disputed points between Christianity and Freethought. Price 
cloth, 81; paper, 50 cents. ddress HE TRUTH SEEKER. 
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Gems of Shoughe. 


Wnroerver speaks to me of God wants my 
purse or my liberty.—Proudhon. 

**Igms,” ‘‘ologies,” and toadstools, as 
a general thing, are fungi which spring up 
in a night from decaying matter no longer 
needed in the world’s business.—Galves- 
ton News. 


Innocence has often fallen a victim to 
the first outery raised by indignation 
against the crime, and the person sus- 
pected of committing it; public clamor 
should be allowed to subside before carry- 
ing into effect a sentence of condemnation. 
— Tacitus. 


Parne was a better man than is com- 
monly supposed, and a better writer than 
any contemporary in his adopted country. 
He deserves the eternal gratitude of 
Americans; he received from them con- 
tumely during life and denunciation after 
death.— The Atheneum. 


I can find no evidence that seriousily 
militates against the rule that the priest is 
at all times and in all places the enemy of 
all men—Sacerdos semper, ubique, et 
omnibus inimicus. I do not deny that 
the priest is very often a most earnest and 
conscientious man, doing the very best he 
knows of as well as he can doit. Lord 
Amberley is quite right in saying that the 
blame rests more with the laity than-with 
the priesthood; that it has insisted on 
magic and mysteries, and has forced the 
priesthood to produce them. But then, 
how dreadful is the system that puts good 
men to such uses!— W. K. Clifford. 


Tue policy of repression only results in 
defeating your purposes. Enforcing a 
custom is not philanthropy; it is persecu- 
tion. Restraining a desire is not bene- 
volence but intolerance. Good intentions 
do not always condone bad acts. When 
religiorists put a martyr to the rack their 
sincerity did not lessen their brutality. 
The character of conduct is determined 
by its effects rather than by its purpose. 
If you cause chagrin, your kindness does 
not retrieve the cruelty. Ifyou occasion 
misery, your sympathy does not extenuate 
your malignity. Vulgar habits may be 
obnoxious, but not so obnoxious as intoler- 
ance. Coarse appetites may be base, but 
not so base as persecution.—Albert M. 
Lorentz. 


Ir seems to be the peculiar mission of 
modern science to demonstrate the per- 
manency and universality of law; to drive 
from the universe the very thought of 
caprice, and to introduce inviolable har- 
mony where was the wildest discord, 
rudest fancy, and merest fiction. To 
modern science nothing is more impossible 
than miracle, nothing more absurd than 
accident. The rational philosopher recog- 
nizes no causes but such as are reducible 
to law, and all causes are natural and im- 
mutable. He discovers the play of law, 
not only in the motion of a planet and the 
falling of an apple, but in the prevalence 
of a crime and the rise of a religion. All 
things hav causes—all are in their turn 
causes, and governed by perfect and con- 
sistent law. The thoughts we think, the 
emotions we feel, and the acts we perform, 
are links in a chain no effort can break, 
and that will endure when we shall hav 
crumbled into dust; and in our graves we 
shall still be governed by a law we obeyed 
before the cradle of infancy received us. 
There is no escape, no truce, no delay; 
science has torn the mask of fable from 
the face of nature, and revealed the mar- 
velous features that no skill may interpret. 
—Frederick R. Marvin, M.D. 


Way was the Christian Sabbath estab- 
lished? Because the clergy could not 
close their eyes to the importance of bav- 
ing a day set apart for their especial work. 
With Constantine, they had, for the first 
time, the power to secure such an institu- 
tion by legal enactment; vith Constantine, 
Christianity became the state religion of 
the Roman empire, and so, with the advice 
of the priesthood, this Sabbath edict was 
issued. Why was Sunday selected for the 
Christian Sabbath? Various reasors hav 
been assigned. But the correct one has, 
so far as possible, been withheld from the 
public. With the pagans comprising a 
large portion of the empire, Sunday was 
already the chief day of the week. It was 
the day which they had consecrated to the 
sun; and although they did not observe it 
as a Sabbath, it was yet their sacred day, 
and we see: how much easier it would be 
to compel them to abstain from labor on 
this day than on any other. To blend, as 
far as possible, into one harmonious whole 
the discordant systems of paganism and 
Christianity was the ambition of Constant- 
ine’s reign. In the prosecution of this 
work, it is charged by Protestants that 
Christianity was corrupted, that in order 
to unite the young and rising faith with 
the old and and waning one, compromises 
were made. They are loth to tell us 
however, that one of these compromises 
was the adoption of the old pagan holiday 
of Sunday for the Christian Sabbath. 
And yet it was.—John E. Remaburg. 


The title of the book is 


A CITYLESS AND 
COUNTRYLESS WORLD. 


HENRY OLERICH, of Hawarden, Ia, 


This book is in story form, well printed on 
good paper, well illustrated, and handsomely 
ound. It is a text-book on“ Co-operative In- 
dividualism.” For many it is perhaps tooradical 
on some questions of reform, but it is neverthe- 
less eminently thought-provoking. 
. The universal unrest manifested by the think- 
ing world, particularly during these “hard 
times,” plainly indicates that our social, eco- 
nomic, and religious institutions are not in tune 
with the best thought of the age. The author 
vividly portrays an ideal world from which all 
our present social, economic, and religious evils 
are eliminated. For the fulfillment of his 
prophesy. the author does not rely on miracles 
ut on the advancing intelligence of thoughtful 
men and women. If Mr. Olerich’s ideal state can 
ever be attained the world will certainly be a 
paradise. Beautifully cloth-bound, price $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


THE PHILOSOPHY 
MENTAL HEALING, 


A Practical Exposition of 
Natural Restorative Power. 
By LEANDER EDMUND WHIPPLE. 


A Book to explain the correct idea of Mental 
Healing, and what may be reasonably expected 
to result from an understanding of its principles. 


Price, $2.50. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


(ody Women of the Bible. 


A HISTORY OF ALL 
The Women Who Figure In the Bible, 


—BY=- 
Ay Unaopry Womax or tax NINETEENTH CENT 
Gloth, =- e a«a >» « = OSDIR 


NNN PIN DN I RIN RS NL ING ANANA 


THE : 


: HOLIDAYS. 


he Freethinker’s Pictorial Text-Book, in 


j 
* oma e a MONEY FOUND. 


Brought into the 
Absolutely Reliable Qov- 
ernment Banks Established in 
the interest of and Owned 
by the Whole People. 


By HON. THOMAS E. HILL, 


of “ Hill’s Manual of Social and Business Forms,’ 
“The Hill Banking System,” and other 
works of great service to the world. 


, Professor Hill has given several years of care- 
ful study to the elaboration of a system of sound 
money, that may fit immediately into present 
methods of doing business and be easily intro- 
duced and universally adopted. | 
This book is “just in time,” is an absolutely 
original kook from the beginning to the end, is a 
good-sized volume in clear type, and is the clear- 
est exposition of money, uses of money, causes of 
money panics and remedies for the same, ever 
published. Orders are rapidly coming in and we 
want yours. Send twenty-five cents for copy. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


THE BOOK THAT STARTED THE REFER- 
ENDUM MOVEMENT. 


DIRECT LEGISLATION 


By the Citizenship through the 
Initiative and Referendum, 


By J. W. SuLLivan. 
Price. 25 cents. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


APOLLONIUS OF TYANA IDENTIFIED AS THE 
CHRISTIAN JESUS. 


An important and remarkable revelation con- 
cerning the life and times of Apollonius of 
Tyana, the great sage and philosopher of the first 
century. It is here claimed that his life and 
teachings were appre riated and utilized by the 
formulators of the Christian religion in the in- 
terest of so-called Christianity. The ge iarism 
is made plain in this brief history of Apolonius 
especailly in view of the historical references and 
comments thereon. It is quite evident that, to 
conceal the plagiarism, the name of Apollonius 
was suppressed. 

Price, 15 cents. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


28 Lafayette place, New York City. 


BRAIN ~» BIBLE: 
THE CONFLICT BETWEEN MENTAL SUKNE 


AND ‘THEOLOGY. 
By EDGAR C. BEALL, M.D., 


with a preface by 


R. G. INGERSOLL... 


This is the only work of its kind in the litera- 
ture of Freethougbt. Its arguments are based 
upon scientific phrenology, and appeal directly 
to the reader’s sense of logic and love of justice. 
It is eloquent as well as convincing. 

Price, cloth, $1. Address 

THE TBUTH SEEKER. 


Antiquity 
Unveiled. 


= - o 


Anctent Votces 
from the Spirit 
Realm disclose the 
most Startling Rev- 
elations. 


DA to be of 
y Heathen Origin. 


i 
A 
[ILLUSTRATED.] 

Price, ~ - - - $1.50. 
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POPES AND THEIR DOINGS 


ACCOUNT OF 
Vicars of Christ and Vicegerents of God. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, % cents. 


In selecting Holiday Presents for their friends, 


PR ESEN I $ us FOR Liberals should remember ee good books make 
" ine oar, A Liberal, book in the right 


in the year. 


hands often changes the views of sev« 


eral persons. 


b We pave 
ound for : i 
them carefully so they can go any distance in the 
mail, or by prepaid express. The following are 
all good books for the purpose : 


uite a number of books appropriate, 
oliday purchasers, and we will pack 


Proving Christianity 


cloth, with gold lettering and side stamp, 
for $2.50. In plain boards, $2, 

oO" Testament Stories Comically Ilustrated 
in cloth, with gold lettering and side 
stamp, for $1.50. In plain boards, $1. 

fround the World, by D. M. Bennett, 4 


volumes, red cloth covers, $6.50; leather, 
one $9.50; morocco, gilt edges, 


e Worid's Sages, Thinkers, and Reform- 
ers. 1,075 pages. 8vo. Cloth, $3; 
leather, $4; morocco, gilt edges, $4.50. 

T” Gods and Religions of Ancient and Modern 


Times. Two volumes. Written in 
prison, In cloth, $3 per volume, or $5 for 
the two volumes; in leather, $7; in mo- 
rocco, gilt edges, $8. i 


frgersoit s Prose Poems and Selections. 
From his Writings and Sayings. Bilk 
cloth, $2.50; tree calf, $9. 

Jogersoll’s Principal Works : Gods and Other 


Lectures; Ghosts and Other Lectures; 
Some Mistakes of Moses; Interviews on 
Talmage; What Must We Do to Be Saved? 
Blasphemy; Crimes Against Criminals. 
1,141 pages. In one volume, half calf, $5. 


A Prose Poem. By R. G. Ingersoll. 


Lite. 
In color, on boards, beveled, gilt edges, 50 
cents, 


Lithograph of R. G. Ingersoll. 22x28. 
inches, heavy plate paper, 50 cents. 
protograph (Cabinet) of R. G. Ingersoll. 

-- B0 cents. *% i 
Apples of Gold, by Miss Susan H. Wixon. 
Gilt stamp. $1.25. 


A" In A Lifetime, by Miss Wixon. $1. 


/ottaire's Romances, Profusely Ilustrated. 
Half calf, $4; vellum cloth, $1.50. 

Darwin and After Darwin. By George J. 
Romanes. Silk cloth, gilt top, $2. 

Tre Story Hour. An Exceptionally Hand- 


and Interesting book, Without Su- 
peratition, for Children and Youth. The 
Only Freethinkers’ Children’s Story-book 


ever issued. 66 full-page illustrations and 


25smaller; large type, heavy, toned paper, 
broad margins, illustrated covers; 4to, 224 
pp., boards, $1. 


Conway's Life of Paine. Two large, hand- 


some volumes, The best and only com- 
pleté life of Paine. Half calf, $10; in 
cloth, $5. 


pPrvton's Life of Voltaire, Of which the 


same can_be said as of Conway’s Life of 
Paine. Half calf, $10; in cloth, $6. 


oman, Church, and State. By Matilda 
Joslyn Gage. Leather, $3; cloth, gilt top, 
$2. : 


History of Christianity, Comprising all that 


relates to Christianity in_the “ Decline 
-and Fall of the Roman Empire.” Half 
calf, $4; vellum cloth, $2. 


Forse and Matter. By Professor Ludwig 


Buchner, M.D. Half calf, $3; vellum 
cloth, $1.50. 


Dreamic Theory of Life and Mind. By James 
B. Alexander. Cloth, $2.76. 


f Lessons From the World of Matter and. the 


World of Man. By Theodore Parker. 
“Cloth, gilt top, $1.25. 
Asleep and Awake. A new Liberal novel. 
By Raymond Russell. Cloth, side and 
‘back stamp, $1. 1 
Cesmian Hymn Book. With music to al 


the songs. Edited by L. K. Washburn. 
Cloth, gilt side stamp, $1.50. 


kas For Other Books See the Advertisements, or Send to Us for a Free Catalogue. or 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York. | 


N ot for Parsons. 


Any minister may get up a sensation, and 
the sensation may get down the minister. 
—FPlain Dealer, 


Some men hay an idea that they will 
some day walk in the streets of glory be- 
cause they now and then giv away an old 
coat.—Ram’s Horn, l 


Fuatrerina Frienp: Oh, yes, I always 
keep your books on my center table, and 
I read them as I do my Bible. Flutter- 
ing Author.—What! Not oftener than 
that?—Somerville Journal. 


Brer Fox: I knowed dat Zion revival 
would be a sizzle. Brer Coon: How you 
know hit? Yo’ hain’t no mind-reader? 
Brer Fox: Dey put on one frill too many 
when dey tacked up that sign about raz- 
zers bein’ lef’ outside. 


“Isner that oe hav been elected a mem- 
ber of the Chamber of Deputies, and I 
would like to know what policy you intend 
to adopt.’ ‘‘Oh, I shall do as the others 
do, In other words, I am determined not 
to swerve one inch from the path of tradi- 
tion.” —Paris Figaro. 


ASTONISHED Mamma: Frankie, how could 
you tell your aunt Annie that you didn’t 
know who made you? Frankie: Weil, I 
don’t know. Astonished Mamma: But, 
dear child, how often hav you heard that 
God made you? Frankie: Oh, but I don’t 
believe everything I hear. 


Lırrte May wrote a composition on 
‘The Cow.” It was brief. ‘‘ The cow is 
a very useful animal.” The mother re- 
quested her to read.it to the minister, 
which she did, amending it thus to suit 
the occasion: ‘‘ The cow is the most useful 
oe except religion.” — Woman’s Jour- 
nal. 


Srranexr (in Brooklyn): Where are all 
these gentlemen going? Resident: They 
are going to bid farewell to a popular mis- 
sionary to China, who has been very suc- 
cessful in teaching the heathen the gospel 
of love and peace. ‘‘I see. And where is 
this gang of boys going?” ‘‘ They are go- 
ing to stone a Chinese funeral.” 


As an example of what Lady Morgan 
called ‘‘ hating one another for the love of 
God,” Mr. Le Fann says: ‘‘ Not very long 
ago an old Orangeman in the county of 
Down was asked: ‘‘Are the times as good 
now, Tom, as when you were a boy?” 
“Faith they are not,” answered Tom; 
‘‘they’d take you up now and try you for 
shooting a Papist!” 


A aoop: instance of how the Bible can 
be used to defend anything is mentioned 
in Alsop’s Inquiry, and also by Henry 
Stephens, the printer. Pope Julius IL 
had a peacock stolen, about which he raged 
blusterously. Advised to moderation by a 
cardinal, he replied: ‘‘God could be an- 
gry and plague the world for a sorry ap- 
ple, and shell not I much more for a 
delicate peacock?”—London Freethinker. 


A OERTAIN minister during the course of 
his sermon spoke in regard to the use of 
the word ‘‘damn.” He said that it was 
not a profane word; that men did not use 
it as such; that it was simply a forcible 
adjectiv or verb used to emphasize things. 
Well, the next morning the reverend doc- 
tor walked down-town to giv some spirit- 
ual counsel to one of his recreant sheep, 
and on the way he met Miss Jones. 
‘*Good-morning, Miss Jones, good-morn: 
ing,” said his reverence, lifting his shiny 
tile (Miss Jones was a pretty girl, and 
preachers hav an eye to beauty as well as 
other men), and he made his best bow. 
‘*Good-morning, doctor. That was a 
damn good sermon you preached yester- 
day.” The minister almost fainted, and 
the evening paper came out with an article 
headed ‘‘An Attack of Paralysis.” — Wash- 
ington Post. 


Parrots are often used as the means of 
pointing a good joke in instances where 
perhaps the poor bird would be amazed— 
were that possible—at the quick-wittedness 
attributed to him. However, the follow- 
ing is told as true by a friend whose 
veracity we hav hitherto found no reason 
for doubting: A pleasant group had just 
seated themselvs at the supper table of a 
family whose custom was.to offer thanks 
for the food about to be partaken of. A 
guest was present whose customs had not 


lain in the line of verbal expression of his .|. 
gratitude. for blessings none the less ad-7 


‘preciated.. “This same guest was called 
upon. to.‘‘say grace;” and, wishing to be 
polite, and likewise disliking to appear 
awkward, he struggled bravely for some- 
thing appropriate to the emergency. But 
his embarrassment consumed more time 
than he realized; and presently, on his 
amazed and bewildered senses fell these 
impatient words; ‘‘For the Lord’s sakel 
Say something, and let us begin to eat!” 
It was the parrot! The pet of the family! 
— Boston Ideas, 
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WORKS. 


Abraham Lincoln: Was He A Christian? 

For fifteen yea-s Mr. Remsburg has been collecting material for his work, He presents 
an array of testimony that is irresistible and overwheiming, aad which must put this question 
at rest forever. In addition to the testimony of twenty witnesses who claim that Lincoln wa 
a Christian, and which is reviewed and refuted, he adduces the testimony of more than a hun- 


dred witnesses in proof of the claim that Lincoln was not & Christian. 


hese witnesses include 


his wife and other relatives; his three law partners; his private secretaries; members of his 
cabinet; his principal biographers, and scores of his mosti tim te friends. 


False Claims. 


Revised and Enlarged 


As a Missionary Document it is unexcelled. Amor.: the subjects considered by Mr 
Remsburg are: The Church and Morality; Criminal Statistics, showing the creeds of the pris- 


oners in the penitentiaries; the Church 


and Civilization; the Church and Science; the Church 


and Learning; the Church and Liberty; the Caurch and the Antislavery Reform; the Woman's 


Rights Movement; the Temperance 
singly; 75 cents per dozen. 


Bible Morals. 


eform; the Church and the Republic. 


Price, 10 cent: 


Twenty Crimes and Vices Sanctioned by 


Scripture; Falsehood and Deception; Cheating; Theft and Robbery; Adultery and Prostitu- 
n 


tion; Murder; Wars of Congue3t and 
tion; Injustice to Woman; 
Cannibalism; Slavery: Witchcratt; 
rance and Idiocy; bs 

on larger quantities. 


Sabbath-Breaking. 


Extermination; Despotism; 
nkindness to Children; ©: 

Polygamy; Intemperance; Poverty and Vagrancy; Igno- 
cenity. Price, singla copies, 25 cents; 6 copies, $1, Special discount 


tolerance and Persecu- 
ruelty to Animals; Human Sacrifices; 


This is the best and most thorough work . 


ever written on ths Sabbath from a rational point of view. Large and handsome print. Ths 


uəstıon is 
abbath; the Christian Scriptures and, the 
Orizin of the Christiau Sabbath; 

e 


dis<ussed under the fo lowinz heads: Ori 


in of ths Sabbatic Idea; the Jewish 


Sabbath; Examination of Sunday Argumeats; 


Testimony of ths Christian Fathers; the Sabbath during 
Middle Ages; tha Puritau Sabbath: Testimony of Christian Reformers, Scholars, and 


Divines; Abrogation of Sunday Laws. Price, 25 cents; 6 copies $1. 


Image Breaker. 


Sia Lectures: 


Decline of Faith: Protestant Intolerance; Washington an Unbeliever; Jefferson an Un- 


believer; Paine and Wesley; Christian Sabbath. Eac 


Tells the story of the Author-Hero’s Life, 


doz., 40 cents. 
Thomas Paine. 


5 cents; bound, paper, 25 cents; pe- 


delineates the leading traits of his character and genius, and vindicates his name from th- 


aspersions cast upon it. Choice extracts from ~“ Cc 3 
Age of Reason,” are given; also, tributes to Paine’s character from more than 


of Man,” and * 


one hundred noted persons of Europe and America, many of them written ex 
work. Second edition, 160 pages, printed on fine tinted paper, neatly bound, an 


Common Sense,” **American Crisis,” * Right 


ressly for thi- 
containing a 


handsome steel portrait of Paine. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


The Apostle of Liberty. 


An address delivered in Paine Hall, bef: 


rice, 10 cents. 
For all the above works address 


29, 1884. 


THE 
Truth Seeker Library. | 
Published Monthly at $3 per Year. 
Issues oF 1891.—$3. 


During the year other standard Freethought 
works willbe published and sent to subscribers 
as they appear. | 

Yearly subscribers at $8 receive all the numbers 
published in one year. In ordering please say 
which year is desired. i 

Single numbers sold at prices quoted. 

THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Place. New York. 


GHOST OF ST. JOHNS. 


By M. BABCOOE Price, 15 ots. 


Price. 

Truth Seeker Annual, 1891........4. ag eeeee e680 25 
en, Women, and Gods. Helen H. ar- 

ONOl,aacaacaasaaaacascaaaaaann oceceeee arsa D0 

The Age of Reason. Thomas Paine. Dlus- 3 
Tatl icce ges g des joe deste eo svcceisinaase caveat 

Answers is Ghristian Questions. D. M. Ben- i 
NO bt. acccccregeseceragecscccccaces se 

Christian Absurdities. John Peck 20 | 

Victor Hugo’s Oration on Voltaire... 10 

The Crisis. Thomas Paine. DNlustra 40 

Sabbath Breaking. Jobn E. Remsburg....... 25 
Travels in_Faith from Tradition to Rea- 

., BON. Robert C. Adams sssasessassasesaaa 25 
Strike of a Sex. George N. Miller............ 25 
My Religious Experience. Samuel P. Put- re 

TAMs ess csccsegaccesecaerscaseveccersreqvee 
The Higher Criticism in Theology and Re- 
igion. e LONSSNOLE. .cccccccee veces 50 
Issurs oF 1892.—$ 
Infidel Death-Beds. G. W. Foote..e.....s00. 25 
Rights of Man. Thomas Paine. Ilustra- ô 
OC. EETA E A TS 
Was Christ Crucified? Austin Bierbower... 10 
alpit, Pew, and Cradle. Helen H. Gar- 
on, COMET ccc ee neces sacsccane cassssecas casas 10 
Bible Morals. John E. Remaburg 25 
Awful Disclosures of Maria Mon 50 
Pocket Theology. Voltaire.. 25 
Why Don’t God Kill the i 
COCK, E E T à 
Liberty in ‘Literature. — Testimoni 
alt Whitman, with Funeral Address. 
By Col. Robert G. Ingerso. 25 
Six Lectures on Astronomy. 6 
TOCKOL ces cee cece vecenecesccccegercceece 
Candle From Under the Bushel. Wm. A i 
LE E N N N E 
Ipe Holy Bible Abridged... s---tjoj etg: 30 
False -Claims of the Church. John E. 
BemsburGeee. asa seaaaaraaaaaaasaacaaaacee 10 
Issues or 1893.—§3. - 
Thomas_ Paine Vindicated. Col. Robert 
o INGOTSOlL. ce .see ce caeecadqeecaceceaaceas 15 
The Creation of God. Dr. Jacob Hart- 
QI cccccaraceececsseacceras ‘aaanasccecace 50 
Crimes of Preachers in the United State 
M. E. Billin, 25 
Resurrection of 40 
50 
Li 4 25 
Design Argument Fallacies. 
HE TRUTH SEEKER. assesseer -a -eeeeee 15 
Abraham Lincoln: -Was He a Christian? 
ohn E. ROmMsbUrg...e.sersrepereens-eee 50 
Pen Pictures of The World’s Fair. Wus- 
trated. S. P. Putmam..........cccceeeee 25 
Common Sense. Thomas Paine.: 15 
Examination of Prophecies. Thos. 15 
Pleasure gnd Progress. Albert M. Lorentz, ie 


re the N. E. Freethinkers’ Convention, January 


TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 
ore 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


THE HOLY CROSS. SERIES, 


The Popes and Their Doings. Biograph- 
ical sketches of the most noted of these vicars 
of Christ and vicegerents of God, showing what 
they have done, and what kind of men they were. 
It contains very plain statements,in very un- 
varnished language, nd the unmasking is com- 
plete. proving them to have been cruel, in- 

riguing, and licentious men. Considering the 
rapid growth of Catholicism in this country, 
this book cannot be too widely disseminated. 
Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


The Awfal Disclosures of Maria Monk, 
as exhibited in a narrative of her sufferings dur- 
in. her residence of five years as a novice, and 
two years as_a black nun, in the Hotel Dieu 
Nunuery, at Montreal. Perhaps not any anti. 
Catholic book published has created more ex- 
citement, and had such a circulation as this 
work. To counteract its effects the Catholics 
circulated a story that Maria Monk was * no 
better than she should be,” but investigation 
disclosed that her “child of shame” was none 
other than the child of her priest-seducer. 
Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth 75 cents. 

Auricular Confession and Popish Nun- 
neries. By Wm. Hogan, for twenty-five 
yéars a confessing priest. A revelation of the 
licentious practices of the priests and nuns in 
these religious brothels. There is no question 
that Ex-priest Hogan knew the trnth of the 
tales of vice, seduction, and infanticide he gives 
in this volume, and equally there is no question 
that ifthe people generally knew of them, Ca- 
tholicism would not be given the vast amounts 
of money now_allowed it by our various city 
governments: Price, paper, 50 cents, cloth 75 
cents. 

The Priest in Absolution, A Review of 
the system of auricular confession, including 
copious extracts from the ‘Confessional Un- 
masked,” from, the “Master Key to Popery,” 
etc. The work is a protest against and an appeal 
to every American citizen to examine carefully 
and thoughtfully a religious system so invasive 
of privacy, so powerful for evil in licentions 
„hands, so $ 
esty, to the ingenuous openness of youth, 
and to the freedom of thought, speech, and 
action. Price, paper, 25 cents. 

Priestly Celibacy Exposed A lecture by 
the Rev. Geo. Townsend Fox, of Durham, Eng- 
land. Revised American edition, showing the 
result in parishes of the Roman decree that 

. priests shall not mary. Price, paper, 15 cents. 


Sister Lucy and Her Awful Diselosares 


Respecting New Hall Convent, Bore- 
. ham, Essex, England, Showing that convents 
are inimical to chastity, virtue, and freedom. 
Price, paper, 10.cents. - . 
i THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York City. 


fll in a jYutshell. 


By ASA AUGER. 


A condensation of the fundamental arguments 
against Christianity. 


' A Very Good Little Missionary Work. 


Price, 15 cents. Address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER 


raught with danger to female‘mod-" 


| The Freethinker s Badge-pin 


AND 
THE TRUTH SEEKER 
ONE YEAR, 


Í Will be sent for $4.50. The 
gaT Pin and Tae TRUTA 
EEKEB one year for $5. 


Ingersoll Souvenir -Spoon 


AND 


THE TRUTH SEEKER 


ONE YEAR, 
Will be sent for $4.75. Sugar Spoons and TRUTH 
EEKER, $5. Either kind (fea or Sugar) Spoon 


gilt bowl, 50c. more, 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


NN oa eS ARE SD 
AGENTS MAKE 100 EPR 
CENE PROFE 
and more get sampie free, best- 
Known goos in all America, Cor- 
sets, Belts, Brushes. Safety Razors 
Uurters, insoles, Piasters. and all ou 
otauer pupular goods. (Elther sex.) ; 
Address Dr. GEO. A. SCOTT, 
842 Broadway, N. X. City. 


Hard Knocks 
at Christianity. 


By R. WHEELER. 


This book is just what: its title implies—thump- 
ing whacks at superstition. It deals with the 
effect of Christianity on the world, showing 
what Christians have done to advance their relig- 
ion and impede the progress of man. It shows 
that Jesus was a false prophet, that the gospels 
are not authentic, and that Christianity is a bor- 
rowed system of religion. That the Bible is not 
in accord with Science, that the atonement 
scheme is futile and foolish, and that religion is 
aot areal benefit to man. 

Price, 20 cents, six for $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SKHEKER. 


beet 


Essay on Wiracles. 


By Did baal PETAR, 


Barger 


WANTED — 500,000 Freethinkers to 
Richter’s Hotel, Cullman, Ala 


stop at 
646 


And ST R EOPT all rices, jews Nustrating 
every riteni for PUBLIC "EXHIBITIONS, etc 

A profitable business fora man with a smal capital, Also, 
Lanterns for Home Amusement. 250 page Catalogue sree. 
MCALLISTER, Mig. Opticians, 49 Nassau SteyNuYr 


13teow39 


THE 


“Otto Wettstein” WATCH. 


Perfected, new model, 16 jewels, full adjustec 
to heat, cold, and position, beautiful double sunk 
dial, and all*modern improvements; guaranteed 
a perfect timer. Price, in silvering dust-proof 
cases, $17; 4-ounce coin silver, $23. In best filled 
gold case, open-face, dust-proof, $26; hinged 
case, $28 to $30; hunting, $30 to #35; 14 carat, 
solid gold, #45 to $150. Nickel works, $2 more. 

Regular Grade American Watches.— 
Silverine case, 7 jewels, $6; 11 jewels, $7.50; 15 
jewels, $9; ditto, adjusted, $t1; ditto, 17 jewels 
815. Ln finer cases, add us above. 

Ladies’? American Gold Watches-—Aéll 
latest styles.in plush cases; best filled, 7 jewels, 
$14; 11 Jewels, $15.50; 15 jewels, $20; 14 carat solid 
gold, $10 more. Heavier, more elaborate, and 
diamond-set cases, from $5 to $100 more. 

_ All watches sent with written guarantee, kept 
in order 1 year, and after that time cleaned for $1 
and returned free. 

Sundries- Lower grade nickel watches, $5, 
$4, and $3. Best spectacles, $1; best razor, $2; 
best triple-plated teaspoons, $1.80; table spoons 
$3.60; knives, $1.75; forks, $1.75; all for sets of 6. 
Solid silver spoons, $1.85 per ounce; solid silver 
souvenir Spoons, $1, $1.25, $1.50, 82 to $3. 

Tae Colonel ingersoll.—Tea, 82.50; orange, 
$2.75; sugar, $8; gilt bowls, 50 cents more 
Etched (teas only): 

“The Time to be Happy ts Now,” 
50 cents extra. 

The Torch of Reason Badge, solid gold, 
enameled in 5 colors, small pins, $2 $2.75, and 
$3.50. With diamonds, 85, $8, Large, #3, 84, 35, 
$15. Charms, $8, $4, 85, $6, $7.50, 8°0, $15 $20, #30. 

Diamonds. 20 per cent. below market price. 
Send for price lists. cards in colors and gold of 
badge, tracts, etc., free. Ail goods prepaid (ex- 
cept knives and forks) and cash refunded at op- 
tion. Watch cle ined $1, ans returned free. 

TTO WETTSTEIN, Rochelle, Ul. 

P.8.—The “Ingersoll Souvenir Spoon” tree 
with every $20 order. 5 with $100 order. 


STRONG, HEALTHY MANHOOD 


M AEE 
cele, Mental end 
and who are desirous of being Cured, a 
»ooklet wili be sent to their address for 
en cents, sealed in a plain envelope, 
iving causes and Symptoms of thecom- 
plaints, and a description of the Doctor's 
important medical discovery~—an Oute 
ward Application—a positive cure—the only rem- 
edy of the kind in existence—with evidences of suc- 


cess, Address, DR. R. Pe FELLOWS, 
Say where you saw thisadver, § Vineland, N: J. 
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iy {flu 
be" til wait! 


I 
u 


And he brought me to the door of the court; and when I looked, behold a hole in the wali. Then he 
said unto me Son of man, dig now in the wall: and when I had digged in the wall, behold a door.—Ezek, viii, 


7, 8. 


Deutfde Sreigei Güder. | 
Wier haben folgende Bücher in 
Denfder Sprache welche fehr berühmt find. 
rp Die Frethitmer Majes,” 
Eine Fritifche Beleuchtung des Pentateuch für 
Widerfprud zur modernen Weltan- 


fhauung und Gefittung. 
von Gol, R. G. Ingerfoll, Preis 50 Cents. 


Das Weib und ihre Stellung zur 
Religion und Kirde am Ende 
deg 19, Jahrhunderts. 
von Helene H. Gardener, Preis 50 Cents. 


“Moderne Gatterdimmerung, 
von Gol, R. G. Sngerfoll, Preis 25 Cents, 


n Wunder und Wunderthater, 
von Sohn Ped, Preis 20 Cents. 


s Glaube und Vernunft, 
oder LE BON SENS. 


des römifd-tatolifhen Priefters Jean Meslier. 

Vach dem franzöifhen Original äberfett von 
Fraulein Unna Knoop, 

301 Seiten, Seinwand, $1.00, Papier, 50 Cts. 


Diefe Biicher find in Papier Umfchlag und 
Haren Drud. Unfere Deutfchen Lefer 
follten es weit verbreiten. 


Adreffire, “The Truth Seeker,” 


28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, New York. 


URVEYORS, ATTENTION! 


A rare chance is offered for a surveyor to get a 


TRANSIT CHEAP. 


We have one for sale, in good order, with {| 


Tripod, which cost $160. We will sell it for 
halfi=price—3g0. Address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


$52 


18648 


Col. R. G. Ingersoll’s 
ARGUMENT 


IN THE 


Reynolds Blasphemy Trial, 


At Morristown, N. J. 


This is the greatestargument ever made ina case 
of this kind, amd will be a model for the Bar so 
long as the Christians use force to repress free 
speech. Its legal acumen is unsurpassed, its elo- 
quence never equaled. Wherever Christian per- 
secution is going on this argument should be 
freely circulated, read to the Christians, and ex- 
pounded on every occasion. 

In paper, 25 cents; in cloth, 50 cents. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


Agent's profits permonth Will prove 
it or pay forfeit. New art'cles just out. 
A $1.20 sample and terms free. Try us. 
UHIDESTEB & Sos, 26 Bond 8t., N. Y. 


Books by 


thoughts. 
manly words—the transcript ofa manly min 


them. Price. 10 cents. 
Adami and Heva. 


A poetic version of 


the Indian story of the Garden of Eden in 
whico its superiority to the mutilated copy— 


the Genesis legend—is shown. 
Gottlieb: His 


mance. Price, 85 cents. 


Price, 10 cents. 


ife. A Freethought Ro- 


My Religious Experience. Price, 25 cents, 


For all of the aboye address 
THE 


modern. 
Catalogues matied free by 


The Marlin Fire Arms Co., 


New Haven, CONN., U. 8. A. 


His Knees.” 


merica’'s greatest orator an. eedom’s 
champion at home, may be had at this o 
fifty conte. 


Made in all styles and sizes. Lightest, 
strongest, easiest working, safest, simplest, 
most accurate, most compact, and most 
For sale by all dealers in arms. 


TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette place, New York. 


“With Daughter's Babe Upon 


Photograph of Colonel Ingersoll, with his 
grandebiid in his lap, a delicate little souvenir of 


reatest 
ce for 


S. P. Putnam. |farqin and After Darwin. 


An Exposition of the Darwinian Theory. 
By Grorez J. ROMANES. 


A systematic Exposition of what may be termed 
the Darwinism of Darwin, and intended to be of 
service to the general reader rather than to pro- 
fessed naturalists. 

Mr. Romanes is well known as one of the most 
interesting of English writers upon evolution, 
besides ranking with Professor Huxley in scien- 
tific knowledge and ability. And this is a part of 
his conclusion regarding the great subject o 
Design, to which the church so otten refers: 

“Thus whether we look to the facts of adapta- 
tion or to those of beauty, everywhere through- 
out organic nature we meet with abundant 
evidence of natural causation, while nowhere do 
we meet with any independent evidence of 
supernatural design. | .. Adaptation and 
beauty are alike receiving their explanation at 
the hands of a purely mechanical philosophy. . . 
All nature has thus been transformed before the 
view of the present generation in a manner and 
to an extent that has never before been possible; 
and inasmuch ag the change which has taken 
place has taken plave in the direction of natural- 
ism, and this to the extent of rendering the 
mechanical interpretation of nature universal, it 
is no wonder if the religious mind has suddenly 
awakened to a new, and a terrible force in the 
words of its traditional enemy—W here is now 


thy God? 
Aa Price, cloth, $2 
Tustrated, Price ch TRUTH SEEKER, 


BOOKS BY 
PROF. FELIX L. OSWALD. 


The Bible ‘of Nature: A Contribution 
to the Religion of the Future. Cloth. $1. | | 
fhe Secret of the East; or, The Origin 
of the Christian Religion and the Significance 
of its Rise and Decline. Cloth, $1. 
Physical Education ; or, The Health-Laws 

of Nature. Cloth, $1. 
Household Remedies for the Prevalent 
Disorders of the Human Organism. Cloth, $1. 
Zoological Sketches: A Contribution to 
the Outdoor study of Natural. History. Illus- 
trated by H. Faber. Cloth £2, : 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette place, New York. 


FOR HER DAILY BREAD, 


A Nineteenth Century Novel. 


Preface by R 6. INGERSOLL, 


For Her Daily Bread is the story of two young 

irls and a younger brother who were left parent- 
ess, with a little money, fair education, and 
much courage, to make their way through the 
world by going to Chicago. The author is also 
the heroine. The narrative is,in the main, a his- 
tory of a working-girl’s life and experience in the 
city of Chicago among bluff business-men, kind- 
hearted folks, and disreputable hypocrits. It is 
just such a story of human life as we should ex- 
pect Colonel Ingersoll to_be interested in; and 
whatever he admires and appreciates is sure to 
be worth the attention of the rest of the world. 

rice, 25 cents. 88 

THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


SISTER LUCY 


—AND— 


Her Awful Disclosures 


AS IC BREW HALL CONVENT. 


fad a Fow Words on Auricuiar Confession. 
tle > = = = = Weonts 


Jf ews of the Week. 


J.-J. Van Aven has resigned the am- 
bassadorship to Italy. 


In Morocco the Rifs are ready to stop 
hostilities against the Spaniards, 


Heavy snow storm on the night of De- 
cora ber 2d in western New York delayed 
rains, 


Tar German Reichstag has adopted a 
motion, by a vote of 173 to 136, to readmit 
the Jesuits to that country. 


Tux police of Marseilles hay made im- 
portant seizures of explosiva on the prem- 
ises of Anarchists in that city. 


Earruquaxe shocks were recently felt 
in Canada, northern New York, Massa- 
chusetts, Vermont, and New Hampshire. 


ADMIRAL Mewxo’s flagship, the Aquida- 
ban, has forced a passage out of Rio Ja- 
neiro harbor, and is now on the high seas. 


Tre Afro-American convention at Oin- 
cinnati was attended by more than seven 
hundred delegates. Bishop H. M. Turner 
was elected permanent chairman, 


. Pror. Joan TYNDALL is dead. He 
passed out of life at his home in Hasel- 
mere, county of Surrey, England, Decem- 
ber 4th, aged seventy-three years. 


- Jonn Burns, English Socialistic leader 
and member of Parliament, had an attack | 
of chills while addressing his constituents 
in Battersea. Caused b y overwork. 


BANK-WREOKER and state boss Charles 
W. Mosher, of Nebraska, is at last in 
prison, He is incarcerated in the United 
States prison at Sioux Falls, S. Dak. 


TwENTY Catholics were killed by Rus- 
sian troops in the government of Kovna. 
The government had ordered the church 
closed, but the people refused to leave it, 


Franog is still in political turmoil. Sen- 
ator Spuller was unable to form a cabinet, 
and now the task has been undertaken by 
Jean Casimir-Perier, moderate Republi- 
can. 


-ATTEMPTS hav recently been made upon 
the lives of Chancellor von Caprivi and 
Emperor William, of Germany. Infernal 
ene omg were sent to them through the 
mails. 


AtTToRNEY-GENERAL OLNEY says that cer- 
tain notes issued by corporations during 
the recent money famin are not taxable 
ten per cent. under the bank’ note circula- 
tion law. 


In the Massachusetts Superior Court 
‘Mary A. Fisher recovered $40 damages 
against the election registrars of South 
Deerfield for failure to put her name on 
the voting list. -` 


AMERIoaNS returned from China think 
that that country will retaliate upon citi- 
zens of the United States now resident 
there for the treatment accorded the 
Chinese by this Christian nation. 


Kenroory elected eight women as 
county school superintendents at the re- 
cent election. One is a widow of forty- 
five, with fourteen children, seven of 
whom are under twelve years of age. 


Ter New York police forbid the danse 
du ventre in this city. Clubber Williams 
may be enjoined, but his order was prob- 
ably intended to put him in Parkhurst’s 
good graces and so save himself from Dey- 
ery’s fate. 


Governor TILLMAN, in his annual mes- 
sage to the legislature of South Carolina, 
takes occasion to savagely score the fed- 
eral judges who hay lately in railroad cases 
given decisions which are favorable to the 
receivers as against the state. 


Nuw Yorx City lacks an efficient system 
of police signals, and is also in need of a 
complete patrol-wagon service. In these 
respects, as in so many others, she is away 
behind other American cities. The subjec 
is now under discussion in the city papers 


Tue destruction by earthquake of the 
town of Kuchan, Persia, caused the death 
of twelve thousand persons. Between No- 
vember 17th and November 24th one hun- 
dred and sixty shocks were felt. Among 
the survivors great destitution prevails, 


An attempt is being made to form a new 
United States out of the now independent 
five states of Central America. The final 
conferences, intended to perfect arrange- 
ments to this end, will be held soon. Al- 
ready there is much intriguing for the po- 
sition of first president of the new confed- 
eracy. 


Tue police of London closed Trafalgar 
square to the Anarchists on December 2d, 
Hitherto there has been no restraint upon 
their liberty of utterance in London, but 
at their last meeting they applauded the 
massacre of innocent theater-goersin Bar- 
celona, and advised or threatened similar 
“propaganda by deed” in England, 
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TO NEW READERS OF THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


We send this issue of The Truth Seeker to a great many Liberals who are not subscribers, with an earnest invitation to them 
to become such, and thereby help along the Liberal cause. 
We would also respectfully call their attention to the many points of excellence of the Paper. 
Tux Taura Suexer is the Largest Freethought Journal in the World. 
The Cartoons of Heston appear each week, and each picture is worth the cost of the paper a year to one who appreci 
ates plain and telling arguments against ecclesiasticism. ! 
TpE TRUTH SEEKER constantly prints the most varied and entertaining Selection of Original Papers of any Liberal Journal. 
Its Contributors are all the noted Liberals of the country. All that Col. R. G. Ingersoll gives to the Public can be found 
in Tue Truro SEEKER, and that Poet of Freethought, Samuel P. Putnam, writes more for its columns than for any other. The 
Liberal speakers send us accounts of their journeys, and the best writers of Freethought freely devote their services to the 
cause of liberalism through the colums of Toe Trura Seeker. Charles Watts, perhaps the greatest Debater of our time, cer- 
tainly the foremost Secular orator of England, will send us monthly letters from England with all the news of our movement there 
and such reflections and pertinent observations as will surely make every English Secularist living in this country and Canada want to 
read Tae TRUTH SEEKER. (George E. Macdonald, one of the rarest combinations of humorist, satirist, philosopher, logician, has been 
engaged to write regularly for our columns. As the “Man With the Badge Pin,” he is known to nearly all the Liberals of the country, 


and we are willing to make him known to more. 
Tus Truru SEEKER gives all the news of Freethought, and is always on Guard Against the Encroachments of Hcclesiastics 


upon the People’s Liberties. 

Tar TRUTH Seeker is devoted to the defense of Mental Liberty, of American Institutions, and the Preservation of 
the United States Constitution, so far as regards religious tests and the maintenance of human rights. It advocates the aboli- 
tion of all laws based on religion or religious observances. It demands the taxation of church property. It is uncompromis- 
ingly opposed to anything tending toward a union of church and state, either in name or in fact. 

The Sunday Question is now to-the front all over the country. On that Tue TRUTH SEEKER will voice the demands of 
the Liberal minded men and women of the country, and nowhere else will the rights of the people as against Puritanism be 
found so sturdily defended. 

To sum it up, Tae TRUTH SEEKER is the biggest, best, and bravest Freethought journal in the world, and if you are a Liberal 
or Freethinker, you want it and ought to take it, We appeal also to fair-minded Christians to hear our side and then decide. 
Bigots and fanatics, we suppose, wouldn’t take it on any terms. 

` SEE OUR PREMIUM OFFER FOR NEW SUBSCRIBERS on the second and third pages. Take advantage of one of 
these offers, or send $3 for a Year's subscription, or $1 for four months’ trial. THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York. ~ 


The Most Magnificent Work Ever Published by the Freethought Press. 


FourHundred Yearsof Freethought. 


BY SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. i 


. 


The object of this work is to present the Course of Freethought throughout the Civilized World for 
the last Four Centuries. from the time of Columbus and Bruno to the time of Ingersoll. 

It will be a radical Historic Record of the Greatest Developments of the Human Race. 

It will reveal Freethought as an Intellectual, Moral, Literary, Social, Industrial, and Political 


Movement. 
Tt will show what Freethought is in itself and how manifold 


hope and promise we can hail its future triumph. 


“Four Hundred Years of Freethought” will Embrace the most Illustrious Pages 
of Human History, 


are its influences, and with what 


adorned with the brightest Genius, radiant with the most splendid Poetry, rich with the greatest Inven- 
tions and Discoveries and ennobled with Freedom’s most shining advance. 


Nothing Can be More Interesting, 
more inspiring to the Pioneer Workers of to-day—to those who are still in the van for Human Rights and 
Progress. The struggle is not ended and what is already won must be carefully guarded. Eternal vigi- 
lance is the price of liberty ; and from the Past we must ever learn Great Lessons for the Future. 
NO LIBERAL CAN AFFORD TO BE WITHOUT THIS BOOK. 
It will contain the Greatest Thoughts and the Greatest Deeds of the Greatest Men 
In One Harmonious and Magnific:nt Whole, 
a vivid picture of man’s sublimest evolution, with the added glory of 
: WOMAN'S EMANCIPATION 

from the chains and slavery of a barbaric creed and church. 

THE FIRST PART of the book will deal with Freethought as a Universal Power, as a Spirit, a 
Method, a prevailing but unorganized Influence in every Department of Human Growth. 


THE SECOND PART will deal with Freethought as an Organized Movement, especially in America 
and Europe; and this history is .of equal importance with the first, and should be justly understood 


and the Pioneers of our work recognized. 
y The first part will embrace the following Grand Departments : 


- Philosophy.| Science. ; Education and Literature. Government and Politics, , Woman’s Emancipation. 
Bruno. Copernicus. Ethics. Boccaccio. Lessing. Voltaire. Gambetta. | Madame Roland. 
Spinoza. Galileo. Bacon. Rabelais. Schiller. Rousseau. Castelar. Mary Wollstoncraft. 
Descartes. | Kepler. Comenius. Cervantes. Goethe. French Salon. Bradlaugh. | Harriet Martineau. 
Locke Da Vinci. | Pestalozzi. Marlowe. George Sand. | French Revo- Garrison. Frances Wright. 

Hume Newton. Froebel. Shakspere. George Eliot. lution. Phillips. Lucretia Mott. 
Hobbs Humboldt. | Combe. Gibbon. Victor Hugo. | Thomas Paine. Parker. Ernestine L. Rose. 
Kant. , Lyell. Spencer. Burns. Emerson. ' Jefferson. Sumner. Lydia Maria Child. 
Hamilton. | Darwin. Owen. Shelley.’ Heine. Mazzinni. Lincoln. . Margaret Fuller. 
Comte. Tyndall. Holyoake. Byron. Thoreau. Bentham. Bakounine. | Elizabeth Cady Stanton. 
Biichner. Huzley. Haeckel. Pushkin. Whitman. Mill. g Warren. Susan B. Anthony. 
Feuerbach. Girard Tcherny- Ingersoll. Garabaldi. Petrofsky. Matilda Joslyn Gage. 
Lick. chewsky. Heinzen. Helen H. Gardener. 
Annie Besant. 


THE PORTRAITS OF THESE ILLUSTRIOUS REFORMERS 


in everv domain of Human Thought and Progress will adorn the pages of this volume. 

The Second Part of this volume will be devoted especially to organized Freethought and the Liberal 
Press in modern times. The Truth Seeker, Investigator, Ironclad Age, Secular Thought, Freethinkers’ Maga- 
zine, Independent Pulpit, Lucifer, the Freethinker, Agnostic Journal, etc. 

It will give a history of the 


GREAT INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS 


at Chicago, the Freethought Federation of America, the American Secular Union, the various state and 
local organizations, the Canadian Secular Union, the British Secular Union, and other Liberal associations 
throughout the world. 

It will contain the portraits of those who, up to the present time, have been identified with Free- 
thought work—editors, lecturers, officers of societies, and those who, as representative men, have won dis- 
tinction in other fields of effort. There will be the portraits of 
George E Macdonald, Capt. R. C. Adams, 

E. M. Macdonald, John R. Charlesworth, 
L. K. Washburn, Samuel P. Putnam, 


Ernest Mendum, Jobn E. Remsburg, 
Charles Watts, Fraaklio Steiner, 


Dr. E. B. Foote, Sr., 
Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., 
Prof. J. H. Cook, 

E. H Heywood, 
Otto Wettstein, 


Susan H. Wixon, 

Mrs. Charles Watts, 
Mrs. Robert C. Adams, 
Mrs. M. A. Freeman, 
Katie Kehm Smith, 


Horace Seaver, 
J. P. Mendam, 
D. M. Bennett, 
Parker Pillsbury, 
Eliznr Wright, 


T. O. Leland, G. W. Foote, J. D. Shaw, Stephen Pearl Andrews, Lucy N. Colman, 
T. B. Wakeman, Saladin, E. A. Stevens, James Parton, Lillian Leland, 
Judge C. B. Waite, J. R. Monroe, H. L. Green, Abner Kneeland, Amy Post. 


and other men and women who have contributed to the advancement of Freethought and whose names 
should be remembered throughout the Liberal ranks. There will also be about 


ONE HUNDRED BIOGRAPHIES, 


and in these will be given a picture of Freethought progress which will be most 
for it is in individuals that we find the best interpretations of the age.’ sa 


Tne Price of This Superb Book is $5.00, 


interesting and valuable, 


and not for the same amount of money can there be found such an array of facts, such a survey of history, 


and such a galaxy of Freethought. l 
l Mr. Putnam is now devoting his whole time to this work and it will be published at the earliest 
possible moment. 

The name of every Subscriber who sends five dollars before the work is on the press 
will be enrolled in this book. DON’T FAIL TO SUBSCRIBE AT ONCE. 

This book will contain 

Over Six Hundred Pages of Printed Matter and Over One Hundred Portraits. 


Xt will be elegantly bound. It wil be a book for the home and the fireside. It will be a book to give to 
your friends when they ask, What is Freethought—what has it done and what is it doing in the world? 
This is the most universal presentation of Freethought ever given to the public, and no Freethinke: 
can afford to be without it. It is a library in itself. . 
Address orders to THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette place, New York. 
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HOW TO GET 
FOUR HUNDRED YEARS 
OF FREETHOUGHT 


FREE 


SPECIAL OFFER.. 
We have made arrangements with 
Mr. Putnam whereby we are enabled 
to make our friends a most generous 
offer. 

We need more subscribers to TuE 
Trura Seexer, and every Freethinker 
needs “ Four Hundred Years of Free- 
thought.” Not all are able to pay $5 
for it, but everyone can do a little 
work to obtain a copy — congenial 
work, that will do great good all 
around. This is the offer: 


Send us Four New 
Yearly Subscribers at 
regular rates ($12 in 
all), and we will send 
the Getter-up of the 
Club a copy of “FOUR 
HUNDRED YEARS OF 
FREETHOUGHT,” 
FREE OF CHARGES, | 


And further, to aid our friends in 
getting this book for themselves, we 
will offer 
To the New Subscribers as a 

Premium, 
post free, a copy in boards of 


Old Testament Stories 


Comically Illustrated 
By WA!ISON HES TON, 
THE GREATEST BOOK OF ITS KIND EVER 
CONCEIVED. 


Or, if preferred, a copy cloth-bound of 
W, S. BELL’S 
Handbook of Freethought. 

With these Splendid Works as pre- 
miums there ought to be no difficulty. 
in getting hundreds of clubs of sub- 
scribers. i 


Remember, to the Getter-up of The Club, 
a HUNDRED YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT, 
ree. 


To each New Subscriber in the club, a pre- 
mium of a Dollar Book—either “Old Testament 
Stories Comically Illustrated,” or W. S. Bell’s 
“Handbook of Freethought,” in Cloth—all free 
hy post or express. . 

This really brings the price of the 
paper down to $2 to each new sub- 
scriber, as they get THe Trura SEEKER 
one year and a dollar book for $3. 

A Club of Four New Sub- 
scribers and $12 ($3 only 
from each) does this. 


We want to extend our circulation, 
and we. want to help our friends to 
help us. i 

It ought not to be difficult to get 
four New Subscribers in any town in 
the country, especially with these 
Splendid Premiums to assist. 

Those who get up these Clubs will 
receive their copies of “ Four Hundred 
Years of Freethought” as soon as the 
book is issued. 

Those who send a Club and 
Four New Subscribers and 
$12 before the bouk is printed, 
will have their names en- 
rolled in tts shining pages. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER". 

28 Lafayette Place, 
NEW YORK. 


A. Journal of Freethought and Reform. 
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28 LAFAYETTE PLAOK, NEW YORK. 
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SUBSCRIPTION RATES; 


Single subscription, in advance........cccccceescccectomeeeeee $3 00 
One subscription two years, in advance 
TWO new 8Ub8CriberB...esssassaassaaaaaasesaacaacaaasactasaaaaaao 
One subscription with one new subscriber, in oneremittance. 5 00 
One subscription with two new subscribers, in one remit- 
tance 


Ore er ee rrr 


ANOO. ccc ccoccccccccasccccccccccecaccccccccesssasecsceeeaeeee 8 


URNO.. coccscccccccccccccccccccccecs ts icda OE EE 10 00 
Any number over five at the same rate, invariably with one 
remittance. 
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Money should be sent by express company's money order, 
jostal order, drajt on New York, or by registered letter. 
Address communtoations and make rafts, checks, post-office 
and express money orders payable to E. M. MACDONALD. 

28 Larayette place, New York. 
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SPECIAL NOTICE.—We shall be obliged to our 
` readers if they will send us the name and address of 
any Freethinker who is not a regular subscriber. 
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SOME HANDSOME PREMIUMS. 


To induce new subscriptions and prompt renew- 
als on the part of our friends we make the follow- 
ing handsome premium offers: 


For $6.50 we will send Taz Truru SEEKER one 
year ($3) and S. P. Putnam’s “Four Hundred 
Years of Freethought” ($5). By taking advantage 
of this or our Free offer of the book (see oppo -it 
page) there is no reason why every Freethinker in 
the country should not possess this splendid work. 


For $5 we will send Tue Troura SEEKER one 
year ($3) and “Paine’s Great Works Complete” 
($3). This edition of Paine’s works contains a 
picture of Paine, of the statue proposed to be 
erected in Chicago, and of his monument in New 
Rochelle. 


For $5 we will send Taz TRUTH SEEKER one 
year ($3) and “The World’s Sages, Thinkers, and 
. Reformers ” ($3). By- D. M. Bennett. 


For $4.50 we will send Taz Trours SEEKER one 
year ($3) and James B. Alexander’s Dynamic The- 
ory ($2.75). This is a splendid offer, for every one 
wants this book. It has over a thousand large 
pages and more than four hundred illustrations. 
It is a digest of Science, and every one who studies 
it cannot help but be well-informed in all scientific 
matters. ; 

For $4.50 we will send Tux Truru SEEKER one 
year ($3) and “ The Freethinker’s Pictorial Text- 
Book ” in cloth ($2.50). 

For $4 we will send Taz Trurn Serger one year 
($3) and “ The Freethinker’s Pictorial Text-Book ” 
in boards ($2). 

For $4 we will send Tue Trurn SEEKER one year 
($3) and a copy of “ Old Testament Stories Comic- 
ally Illustrated,” in cloth covers ($1.50). 

For $3.50 we will send Taz TRUTH SEEKER one 
year ($3) and “Old Testament Stories Comically 
Illustrated,” in board covers ($1). 

This is a splendid opportunity to obtain books 
which every Liberal desires to hav, at an exceed- 
ingly low price. Old and new subscribers can 
avail themselvs of it, and we shall be glad if our 


present readers will call the attention of their 


friends to the values offered. 


must not be for a moment forgotten that a large 
and influential number of the citizens of the United 


tianity, not through 
practice, but by means of municipal ordinances, 


the Constitution. The objects of this attempt “to 


« Applied Christianity.”—IL. 

All Freethinkers should be thoroughly informed 
as to the principles and purposes of the National 
Reform Association and its allies. It is our pur- 
pose to lay before the readers of Tues TRUTH SEEKER 
an authoritativ statement of those principles and 
purposes, together with a condensed history of the 
central organization and an impartial estimate of 
its present strength, not omitting a summary of the 
victories it has won, directly and indirectly. It 


enough to prevent the United States Circuit Court and 
two county courts of one of our states from defeating the 
will of Congress and of the Christian people of the coun- 
try. And, (5) this defeat of Sabbath sentiment and Con- 
gressional action was, on the other hand, in harmony 
with the great tide of Sabbath-breaking amusements and 
Sabbath-desecrating traffic, especially by great railway cor“ 
porations and newspaper companies and the United States 
mail. This divided and opposing condition as to Sab- 
bath law cannot continue. As President Lincoln said of 
slavery, so it must be said of the Sabbath here: Our na- 
tiou cannot continue to be both for and againstit. It 
must become wholly the one or the other. As our nation 
in that struggle in Lincoln’s day put itself in right rela- 
tion to Christ’s law against slavery, so to-day we call 
upon it to putitself in right relation to the Sabbath which 
was made for man, and thus also to him who is therefore 
lord of the Sabbath.” 


The momentous facts which Freethinkers will 
note are that Congress did trample the Constitu- 
tion, as claimed in other terms by the Reformers; 
that that disregard of the fundamental principle of 
religious liberty ¿s in harmony with the Sunday 
laws of most of the states, and that the National 
Reform convention has deliberately and solemnly 
reiterated the falsehood that 25,000,000 of the peo- 
ple of this country petitioned and protested against 
the Sunday opening of the World’s Fair. What 
justice can we hope for from a party which has so 
little regard for the truth? By the census of 1890 
the population of this country was 62,500,000, in 
round numbers. Children of school age (five to 
twenty) 22,500,000, in round numbers. This would 
leave. 40,000,000 of adults and of children under 
five years of age. Subtracting from th® number 
7,500,000 children under five years, we hav left 
32,500,000 adults. Now who is simple enough to 
believe that all but 7,500,000 of the adults of the 
United States petitioned for the closing of the Fair 
on Sunday? Who so credulous as to accept the 
Sabbatarian claim that ten of each thirteen men and 
women in this cqyntry wanted Jackson Park shut 
up on Sunday, saying nothing of their demanding 
that it should be done? We repeat: What hope of 
justice can we reasonably entertain in the event of 
these contemners of truth obtaining that for which 
they are so desperately striving—supreme power in 
the states and the nation? 

It will be noted that it is asserted that in freeing 
the slaves the government of this country “put 
itself in right relation with Christ’s law against 
slavery.” More falsehood in the interest of the 
«king.” Jesus gave no law against slavery, any 
m-:re than he did against the then universal subor- 
dination of woman or the world-old evil of intem- 
perance. Modern theocrats would read into his 
teachings the reformatory ideas and credit him 
with the civilizing achievements born of Free- 
thought and then in their names conjure into bale- 
ful life a state-church designed to crucify every 
thinker who shall refuse to shut his eyes and 
swallow whatever is proffered him by the falsifiers 
of the records. 

Concerning the Sunday paper resolution five 
says: 

“That the ‘Sunday newspaper ’ is one of the most in- 
sidious and dangerous of all the enemies of the Sabbath; 
that the publication and saie of this article of merchandise 
has no more right to legal exemption from prosecution 
than other worldly business.” 

The Sunday paper must be legislated out of exist- 
ence, but nothing is said regarding the Monday 
paper, which involves more Sunday work, relativly 
to its size, than does the former. This shows that 
not solicitude for the Sunday worker but fear of the 
rivalry of the Sunday paper is the cause of the 
bitter clerical hatred of the paper which is dated 
the day their sermons are delivered. 

The tenth resolution reads: ` 

“That our multiplied sets of divorce laws, rendering 


States are striving to apply the dogmas of Chris- 
individual acceptance and 


state and national statutes, and an amendment to 


apply religion by law are really to compel those 
who cannot voluntarily accept the tenets of the 
dominant theology to appear to do so, and to force 
them to render financial support to said theology. 
As parts of this theocratic scheme we hav the denial 
by law of the right of the citizen to pursue his 
usual avocations. or seek recreation on one day of 
each seven, and the legal imposition of various anti- 
natural, inequitable, and misery- and crime-produc- 
ing canons of Christian morality. 

Last week we quoted at length from a paper read 
by D. S. Littell at the convention of the National 
Reform Association, held at Alleghany, Pennsyl- 
vania, Nov. 14 to 16, 1893. Following are some of 
the resolutions adopted and excerpts from others. 
This is the third: 


‘That the ultimate, authoritativ moral law for nations 
in their own proper sphere, as for individuals in theirs, 
is the law of Christ; that this obligation of nations to 
conform all their affairs in the sphere of national morals 
to the law of Christ is but the simple practical statement 
of the truth that Christ is King of kings and Lord of lords 
and governor among the nations; and that this conven- 
tion of Christian citizens has met to do, by way of discus- 
sion, just what this nation, affirmed by the United States 
Supreme Court to be ‘a Christian nation,’ ought to do 
in its fundamental law, and in all the departments of gov- 
ernment founded in it, and that is to apply the law of 
Christ as the nation’s king to every moral question that 
Calls for national action.” ; 

That is to say, all citizens, including those who 
do not accept as authentic or true or scientific 
the teachings ascribed to Jesus, and even those who 
can find no proof of his existence, shall be com- 
pelled to order their lives in practical harmony with 
the interpretation put upon those teachings by the 
ruling majority. This is the monstrous doctrin of 
a national religion, in all its nakedness and deform- 
ity. This means that the Christians of the United 
States shall be empowered by organic and statute 
laws to take the doubtful and contradictory and 
irrational utterances attributed to one Jesus, said 
to hav lived some eighteen hundred years ago in a 
country called Palestine, and work them over into 
such a moral code as they can agree upon among 
themselvs, and force that code, by means of the 
civil power, with all its pains, penalties, and tortures, 
upon the American people. 

Here is the fourth resolution: 

‘That one of the most prominent of national moral 
questions at this time demanding prompt and right settle- 
ment is the relation of our nation and government to 
the Sabbath. We note the following momentous facts in 
the present attitude of our nation to the Lord’s day: (1) 
The act of Congress, in connection with an appropriation 
to the World’s Fair, honored the Sabbath. (2) When a 
determined effort was made to repeal this act, Congress 
deliberately and firmly maintained it. (3) This was in 
harmony with the Sabbath laws of nearly all our states, 
and with the sentiment of the great majority of Christian 
citizens, about twenty-five millions of whom expressed 
the Sabbath sentiment of the country in meetings and 
petitions to Congress. And yet, (4) all this was not 
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adulterous connections that are criminal in one state per- 
fectly legal in another, are chargeable with the yearly 
wrecking of many thousands of homes and the early sap- 
ping of the morals and virtue of many more thousands of 
children and youth; and that the only arrest of this loath- 
some social cancer is to be found in the enactment into 
uniform and authoritativ statute, either by the national 
legislature, or by the legislatures of our several states, of 
the one divine marriage and divorce law of the Savior 
King.” 

In a paper read by Rev. T. P. Stevenson we find 
the foregoing declaration divided and amplified as 
follows: 


“1. The family is a divine institution; not a human ar- 
rangement. Every family belongs to Ged, for he has 
made it. The law of God is, therefore, the rule of its 
life. 

‘92, God’s rights in the family, as in everything else, are 
all vested in Christ. God’s law for the family is revealed 
and administered by Jesus Christ, to whom all authority 

“is given in heaven and earth. All families are responsi- 
ble to Christ, whether they acknowledge the fact or not, 

“3. The state, in making laws for the family, must 
hav respect to the supreme law of the family, the law of 
Christ. The state has no right to legalize, in the case of 
any family, what the law of Christ forbids. 

‘4. This is the more evident because the state itself is 
responsible to Christ, who is the ruler and lawgiver of 
nations, and who judges and punishes them for disregard 
of his laws.” 


Here it is affirmed with insolent frankness that 
the institution which more than any other can 
make or mar human happiness rests wholly on the 
“law” which a young man, who is reputed to hav 
lived about two thousand years ago in a barbarous 
Eastern land, is asserted to hav authority from his 
“father” to administer upon earth. Human rights 
and needs are nothing; the dictum of this youth is 
everything. The dead are to rule the living; the 
past is to dominate the present; the priest is to sit 
at the head of the family table and in the name of 
“ Christ’? decide what is right and what is wrong. 
When the priest can no longer control marriage 
and divorce, and pray at the bedside of the dying, 
his reign is over. He knows this well. In the 
United States he fights as wildly against rational 
divorce laws as the Catkolic priests of Hungary are 
now fighting against the proposed civil marriage 
law in that country. 

This is the eleventh resolution: 


‘That we pledge ourselvs anew to the maintenance of 
our public schools, both against the assaulis of Secular- 
ism or political Atheism, on the one hand, and on the 
other hand against the ecclesiastical system which seeks, 
by a specious plan already in operation, according to the 
statement of one of the highest diggitaries of the system, 
in over one hundred schools in the Northwest, to make 
its own schools nominally the schools of the state, while 
they continue in reality to be sectarian schools that draw 
their support from the state; and that we renew our pro- 
test against the decision of the Supreme Court of Wis- 
consin declaring the Bible to be a sectarian book, the 
reading of which is consequently affirmed to be illegal in 
every school in that state; against the clause in the con- 
stitution of Idaho which prohibits the reading of the 
Bible in the public schools; and against the action of the 
boards of education in many cities and towns, excluding 
from the common schools the Bible and all religious ex- 
ercises, and text-books inculcating religious ideas.” 


In other words: The National Reformers are de- 
termined that the public schools shall be Protestant 
schools, regardless of the equal rights of Catholics, 
Jews, and Freethinkers. This shows that they an- 
tagonize state-supported Catholic parochial schools 
not because they are on principle opposed to teach- 
ing religion at public expense, but because state- 
aided Catholic parochial schools would not propa- 
gate their kind of religion. They think that the 
people are too short-sighted to see that the public 
schools as they run them are simply Protestant pa- 
rochial institutions. And their confidence in the 


blurred vision of the masses seems to be fairly well- 
founded. 


“15. That we request the executiv committee of the 
National Reform Association to send one or more agents 
to Washington to press at every opportune time, in co- 
operation with agents of other kindred reform organiza- 
tions, any such bill or bills as may be before Congress in 
defense of our public schools, for the investigation or sup- 
pression of the drink traffic, or for divorce or any other 
Christian reform; that the committee labor as far as pos- 
sible for the enactment of a national Sabbath Jaw, and for 
the promction of such an amendment to the national 
Constitution as will justify beyond all peradventure the 
declaration of our Supreme Court that ‘this is a Chris- 
tian nation; and that in aid of this practical work the 
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members of this convention pledge their activ, prayerful, 
and financial aid.” 


What are Freethinkers prepared to do to neu- 
tralize at Washington the tireless efforts of the 
theocratic enemies of religious liberty? The ques- 
tion is one of present and vitsl importance. Con- 
gress is now in session. What are we going to do? 
Wait until nothing we can do will avail to turn 
back the tide of repressiv legislation and Constitu- 
tion-perverting adjudication? | Churchly purpose 
is ambitious and everywhere-permeating ; churchly 
performance will not be less vaulting and wide- 
reaching unless Freethinkers do their duty fear- 
lessly and thoroughly. It is a matter of self- 
preservation. We must educate the people; we 
must fight with every legitimate weapon at our 
command. 

This subject will be further consider -d. 

—_~<—— 
Tyndall’s Prayer Test. 

Commenting upon the death of Professor Tyn- 

dall, the Voice remarks: 


“ His death brings back to mind his famous prayer 
test, by which he very foolishly insulted the sentiment of 
the religious public. He proposed to divide the patients 
in a hospital into two classes, treat each class exactly 
alike medicinally, and hav those who believed in prayer 
pray for one class and not for the other, and see which 
class recovered first. Whether the proposition was meant 
as an insult or not, it was so construed, and very nat- 
urally so. The conflict between science and religion, 
which so raged thirty years ago, has happily been dis- 
covered by most thinking persons to be due chiefly to 
the incursions of scientists into theological fields, where 
they went generally astray, and of theologians into 
scientific fields, where they were equally astray. Profes- 
sor Tyndall is to be judged as a scientist, not as a re- 
ligious controversialist, and so judged his reputation will 
endure as long as the glaciers of the Alps, whose motion 
by regelation he so cleverly divined.” 


_ If Professor Tyndall’s famous proposition did in- 
sult the religious sentiment of Christians, the rea- 
son must be sought in the irrationality of the senti- 
ment rather than in the proposition itself. But 
what does the Voice mean by saying that the “ re- 
ligious sentiment” was insulted? In the first 
place, can a sentiment be insulted? Does not the 
Voice mean that the people who were dominated 
by the sentiment felt themselvs to be insulted be- 
cause the infallibility of their feeling was chal- 
lenged? But if their faith in the efficacy of prayer 
had no other foundation than a vague sentiment 
which could not stand the rude shock of experi- 
ment, they were wise to decline to put their nos. 
trum to the test of comparison. Still they should 
not hav been insulted, for Professor Tyndall’s offer 
was a tribute to their honesty of belief. It does 
not avail to say that such an experiment would hay 
been derogatory to God. If prayer is what its ad- 
vocates hav always claimed it to be; if “Ask and 
ye shall receive” is indeed God’s promis to his 
children, and if God is a man of his word, to speak 
humanly, and really loves sinners, he would hav 
jumped at the chance to demonstrate the worth of 
prayer, the truth of Christianity, and his desire to 
save men and women from hell. 

The utterances of the Voice indicate the present 
position of the more astute theologians. They find 
that it is suicidal to attack science and futil to at- 
tempt to reconcile science and the Bible. So theyig- 
nore, to the utmost extent possible, the irreconcilable 
antagonism between the two, contenting themselvs 
with the declaration that they are two phases of 
God’s truth, each of which is to be studied as some- 
thing apart from the other. The statement that 
the scientists who hav entered theological fields hav 
generally gone astray is to be interpreted as mean- 
ing that the methods of scientific inquiry cannot be 
employed in the investigation of “religious truths.” 
If an attemptis made to so employ them a “conflict 
between science and religion” is at once precipi- 
tated. Hence the anxiety of prudent theologians to 
keep scientific inquiry and religious exposition 
entirely separated. This attempt to educate the 
young in science and at the same time keep them 
from seeing the bearing the facts and laws of 
nature, as discovered and synthesized by modern 
science, hav upon the dogmas of religion is fore- 
doomed to failure. It may postpone but it cannot 
prevent the coming of the day of emaneipation 
from theological guesswork. It is impossible to 


thoroughly train men in scientific methods and keep 
them in the Christian fold, unles® Christianity parts 
with all its ancient savor, retaining only its name. 
And the process of elimination of erstwhile vital 
dogmas has already proceeded so far that the name 
Christianity is become a synonym for hypoc- 
risy, so far as Protestantism isconcerned. For this 
reason alone sincere students of science must shun 
it, as inevitably debasing to simple manhood and 
womanhood. 


Agents Wanted. 

We believe that not only can good be done but 
money made by any Liberal who will canvass for 
our book “Old Testament Stories Comically Illus- - 
trated.” In fact we know one man who worked at 
it but a few hours weekly and sold nearly fifty 
copies in a month. The price is low; everybody 
knows the Old Testament stories, and nearly every- 
body would like a book applying nineteenth-cent- 
ury wit and knowledge to them. People like to 
laugh. Reverence for the Old Testament tales has 
largely disappeared and jokes at the expense of 
Jonah and Joseph and Esau and Samson and David, 
and the other worthies of unsavory reputation, are 
keenly appreciated. It seems to us that the book 
will sell at sight. It does here in the store. 
Liberals out of employment will find this a good 
way to make an honest dollar. 


Terms to agents sent upon application. 
eye ee 

“We are asked by the Western Watchman whether 
we are serious in our treatment of the subject of the Ro- 
man Index, and whether we would keep ‘‘The Age of 
Reason” where a child could get his hand upon it? Well, 
no, we would not. We would exercise the right of 
private judgment.”—Jndependent. 


Whose right of private judgment, yours or the 
child’s ? 


The United States has an extradition treaty with 
Russia, which is eminently proper in view of the 
fact that Russia still resorts to the torture in secur- 
ing confessions. A late dispatch from that dark 
land says that “liberal application of the knout 
extorted a confession,” and that “the others 
arrested were also subjected to terrible torture and 
the knout.” 


em 


We do not wish to precipitate another panic or 
‘“‘object-lesson” upon the country, but it is per- 
fectly true that there are a number of our sub- 
scribers whose time has expired who hav not paid 
us. And it is perfectly true also that there are 
some people down-town to whom we owe money 
whom we hav not paid. But it will be perfectly 
easy to even this thing up if those subscribers will 
stop at the post-office and buy a monay order for 
$3 and mail it here. If they meet a neighbor on 
their way who doesn’t take the paper but wants it, 
make the money order $5 and it goes for a year to 
both. But please remember that the down-town 


fellows here are hard up. 
> 


The Jndependent is not disposed to agree with 
some of its orthodox congeners in their contention 
that the assassination of Carter Harrison was God’s 
reprisal upon Chicago for keeping the World’s Fair 
open on Sunday. It says positiviy: ‘God does not 
instigate a crime to punisha sin.” If God did not 
foreknow, and, foreknowing, did not wish and will 
this crime, what becomes of his omnipotence? Could 
he not hav prevented the assassination? Why did 
he not prevent it if he knew it would be committed 
unless he intervened? If he did not know this, is 
not his knowledge limited? If his knowledge is 
limited, what is he but an enlarged man, wise and 
powerful, perhaps, yet so constrained by extraneous 
conditions that he is unable to foresee, or, foresee- 
ing, to prevent, a crime which he loathes? The 
Independent's heart” is all right in this instance, 
but its logic stumbles hopelessly. 


“Lobengula sent three envoys to the white men’s 
camp; two of them were slain, and the third narrowly es- 
caped with his life. obengula’s capital has been taken 
by the white men, who found the white traders and mis- 
sionaries all protected by the king’s order. Still, Loben- 
gula isa bloodthirsty savage. There can be no doubt 
about it. The white men say so, and they are Christians. 
That’s enough, isn’t it? Who says no? Blasphemous 
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wretch! To hell with him! And now let’s get on with 
the slaughter.” —London Freethinker. 


And the London Spectator declares that the 
bloody conquests by the white race are not in con- 
flict with the teachings of Jesus. In the work of 
« civilization” conflict is inevitable, it says, and the 
accompanying bloodshed is not to be regretted. 
Probably not, by Christians, but people of ordinary 
humanity would be sorry for the butchery of in- 
ferior races, even if they deemed it unavoidable. 
But the Christian is anything but a Christ-follower 
when it comes to the non-resistant teachings of 
Jesus. 


In Pawnee, Illinois, the question of Bible reading 
in the schools came up through the action of the 
Catholic parents of thirteen children, who demanded 
that this sectarian instruction be discontinued. 
The directors requested the young woman who had 
been in the habit of opening the morning exercises 
in her room with Bible reading and prayer to stop 
the practice. This she refused to do. Then the 
Catholic parents threatened to appeal to the law, 
and upon this the school board consulted with 
State Superintendent Raab. He said that the 
state law merely guarantees religious freedom, and 
neither requires nor forbids Bible reading in the 
schools. Now the directors hav decided to sustain 
the teacher. If the Catholics do not make a test 
case of this they will miss an excellent opportunity 
to get a legal decision regarding the meaning of 
the words “religious freedom” when embodied in a 
state bill of rights. Who has so little regard for 
truth and justice as to maintain that the state 
secures religious freedom to its citizens when it 
permits one sect to control the religious education 
of the children of all the people? State Super- 
intendent Raab has been credited with more liber- 
ality of opinion, a clearer sense of justice, and a 
stiffer backbone than this Pawnee affair would 


indicate that he possesses. 
a = 


“The higher criticism helps us to understand the 
Bible better, and to love it more, because it pre- 
sents it to us as a human book, and God, not as apart 
from men, speaking through them as a fireman speaks 
through a speaking-trumpet, but in men, speaking 
through them as a teacher speaks through his pupil, or a 
father through his child. This is the message of the 
higher criticism: Not that there are errors in the Bible, 
but that itis a human book. True, if it is human, there 
are errors in it; but it is the humanity, not merely the 
errors, in the Bible which the higher criticism discloses 
tous. And this, its message, brings the Bible nearer, 
and makes its meaning clearer, and makes the divine life 
experienced by its writers, and transmitted through its 
pages to its readers, dearer and more sacred.”— Outlook 
(formerly Christian Union). \ 

We are pleased that our contemporary has so 
fully accepted the rational estimate of the Bible for 
which all scholarly Freethinkers hav contended. 
True, it tries to save God by supposing that he 
speaks through the Bible writers, as the father 
speaks through his child, but it must soon be forced 
to admit that if thisis so he is a very imperfect and a 
very human God who so speaks. Its simile carries a 
wider and more profound meaning than its orthodox 
readers will cognize. The God who speaks through 
the Bible penmen is Humanity, the father of us all, 
who was before the Gods and the Bibles, and who 
has made, now interprets, and will outliv them all. 
The Outlook at last perceives the truth that only 
those who hold the Bible as human and errant can 
understand it and be really benefited by it, as 
only the miner who knows which is gold and which 
inclosing rock can separate the former from the lat- 
ter and make it of service to him. 


How to Help The Truth Seeker 


1. When renewing get a friend to subscribe and thus 
save a half dollar apiece. . f 

2, Get your newsdealer to display it on his stand or in 
his shop window. Be sure that he displays the pictures. 

3. Get your newsdealer to keep in stock one or more 
copies, with your guarantee to take off his hands at the 
end of the week any that remain unsold. If he exhibits 
them the pictures alone will sell them. 

4. Take a few extra copies and circulate them among 
your acquaintances. On your request, we will send you 
pback-number sample copies free. 

5. Leave a copy occasionally where it will be picked up 
—in the train, in the factory, in the meeting room, in the 
cigar store, in the barber-shop. Leave it picture-side up. 

6. Keep in your pocket some of our cheap tracts and 
when convenient hand one to a friend. 


7, Get a new subscriber by persuading some friend to 


take it. 


News and Notes. 

Colonel Smart lectured before the Liberal Club 
on Friday, December 8th, on the “ Relation of the 
State to the Schools,” and it was quite an interest- 
ing discourse, with sound thoughts and pregnant 
suggestions. The colonel hasn’t spoken upon the 
platform for eighteen years, but he still knows how 
to talk. He has a quiet, taking way of putting 
things that captured his audience; besides, he had 
something to say. The lecture was the result of 
much experience in the line of teaching and of the 
schools; and I hope that Colonel Smart will giv 
this lecttire whenever he can. It comes pat with 
the present agitation on the common school ques- 
tion. I havn’t time in this short review to note all 
the fruitful matter of this lecture; but in the issue 
now before the people it is well to understand the 
true theory about the common school—what it 
should be as an educator of the masses. It should 
be a truly democratic school and cultivate the 
spirit of fraternity, not by set lessons, but con- 
stant influence. Besides the secularization of the 
schools insisted upon by the speaker as well as by 
all Liberals, two other points I wish specially 
to note as of first importance, namely, the abolition 
of the system of “cramming” and the “high 
school.” Colonel Smart made these points per- 
fectly plain. The “high school,” sustained by the 
state, is a humbug—only three per cent. of the 
scholars attending the primary schools enter the 
high school, and only one per cent. graduate. It 
is not for the masses of the people, and yet the high 
school costs more than the primary schools. Con- 
centrate all effort, giv more teachers and more time to 
the primary school. That is what the people need. 

The colonel’s vivacious, and still somewhat im- 
posing, way of expressing himself stirred up a good 
deal of thinking, and the discussion afterward was 
one of the most lively to which I hav listened, and 
the audience was hugely delighted with the intel- 
lectual battle. Mrs. Burnz made two good points. 
First, that the spoken language should be taught 
as well as the written, the sounds as well as the let- 
ters. On this point there is very little training. 
Children do not understand the sounds of the 
language, only the words, and it is for this rea- 
son that there are so many poor readers. There 
isn’t one good reader in a hundred of our scholars. 
Secondly, the spelling reform. Not one in » thou- 
sand can write a letter without being obliged to 
consult the dictionary. Thisis simply absurd, Why 
not spell by sounds? Tse Trura Seeker has be- 
gun this reform, sanctioned by the best scholars, 
and it is hoped that other journals will do the 
same. On the whole, this was one of the best 
meetings of the Liberal Club. The club is still 
alive. It has an illustrious history, and it keeps on 
the path of inquiry. It is one of the institutions of 
New York in which every Liberal should take a 
deep interest. It is a thought-awakener. Its lect- 
ures are good on every variety of topic, and its 
audiences are both critical and appreciativ, and de- 
mand live speeches and clear ideas. 

Sunday I am in Philadelphia, where I meet 
George Longford at his post, and the Liberal 
friends of this beautiful city. I lecture afternoon 
and evening to crowded houses. The “Rights of 
Man” and “Evolution and Creation” are the sub- 
jects. The discussions after the lecture are quite 
animating and add to the interest of the lecture. 
There is fine Liberal material in this city, and 
Longford and his associates hav kept things on the 
move with persistency and hope, and the Quaker 
city is always a bright spot for the Secular Pilgrim. 
There is good welcome and good cheer all round. 
In the audience I was pleased to note Mr. Long- 
shore, whose contributions to Liberal science and 
scholarship are so well known to the readers of THE 
Truru Sreexer. Other friends, also, it was a pleas- 
ure again to meet in these familiar places, where 
Freethought has so long kept to the front. TE 
Terura Seexer, the Investigator, the Freethinkers’ 
Magazine, and the latest Liberal publications 
greet our eyes in tempting array. Also the picture 
of Mother Eve with her first baby, which is quite 
historical no doubt, and the portraits of Charles 
Darwin and Thomas Paine, presented to me with 
the pamphlet of the Assembly for Free Discussion 
on Religious, Political, and Scientific Subjects, and 
the compliments of George Longford, secretary. 
This shows the breadth of the association ; that its 
platform is wide as the universe; that it wants the 
truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth. 
If Mother Eve was an ape it is no use to fret about 
it. We hav advanced to Darwin and Paine and a 


bright future is before us, of which our far-off 


ancestor never dreamed, were she in orient forest 
or the garden of Eden. We will keep moving on 
to the music cf that glorious sentence, “The world 
is my country, to do good my religion.” 

Samvet P. Puram. 


Freethought Progress. 


The Illinois branch of the American Anti-vivisection 


Society has issued the twentieth edition of the London 
address of Philip E. Peabody of Boston, with an introduc- 
tion by Colonel Ingersoll. . 


The London Weekly Dispatch says that Rouen, 


France, which was formerly ẹ city of churches and 
priests, has become sadly neglectful of both. The 
churches are still there, but most of them are little used, 
and the old fervor has wonderfully cooled. -°.:.: Three 
hundred delegates and more, sent by 230 groups, attended 
the National Congress of the French Freethought Fed- 
eration. The Federation was presented with a new hall 
by Deputé Hubbard. 
that the vicar-general of the diocese of Cahors, France, 
has great difficulty ‘‘because of the perversity of the 
times.” in finding a man to serve mass, and has been com- 
pelled to ask the Sacred Congregation of Rites 4t Rome 
if he can hav recourse to the services of a woman for the 
responses. 


The Jndependent reports 


The Jewish method of slaughtering by throat-cutting is 


denounced by Dr. J. Lawrence Hamilton, himself a Jew 
by birth, in a letter to London Vanity Fair: ‘*To accept 
and applaud the dietary of the dirty, foul, filth-feeding, 
ancient Egyptians, whose senseless superstitions were ac- 
cidentally adopted and incorporated into the Jewish ritual, 
and to state that these food laws are still superlativly 
superior to the up-to-date knowledge of modern 
scientists and food experts is ridiculous. One might as 
well consult Adam on agriculture, Cain on chemistry, 
Noah on navigation, Sara on the sewing machine, Moses 
on microbes,” or Paul and Jesus on Religion. °.*.: The 
Rationalist Press Committee of England is distributing 
literature—in particular a prize essay, ‘‘The Practical 
Value of Christianity ’—through the branches of the Na- 


tional Secular Society. The Civil and Religious 


Liberty Extension Bill—a measure for making Free- 


thought bequests legal—was read the first time in the 
House of Commons. Rev. Dr. Fairbairn says that 
“t there are not wanting signs that the church is seeking 
reconciliation with the working classes. But as yet there 
are no signs that the working classes are inclined to meet 
the church.” f 


The Swedish Freethought champion, Viktor E. Lenn- 
strand, is at the hospital Sofiahemmet yet. During his 
illness Fritänkaren is edited by Dr. Knut Wicksell. *.-.° 
‘*Matsigalser i Biblen” is the name of a pamphlet of 
forty-seven pages, dedicated by the author, Viktor E.. 
Lennstrand, to the ministers, missionaries, and other 
Christians of Sweden. The work is divided into chap- 
ters, and contains Self-contradictions about God, All 
Kinds of Contradictions, Dogmatic Contradictions, His- 
toric Contradictions, Contradictions Concerning the 
Resurrection of Jesus, and closes with the genealogy of 
Christ, according to Matthew, Luke, and 1 Chronicles. 
t Viktor E. Lennstrand’s ‘‘ Disputationer med Kom- 
mister L Meijir i Malmo och Kyrkoh O. Nymansson i 
Shepparslof ” isalso now ready. These discussions were 


taken down by an official stenographer and are addi- . 


tional proof of the’ fact that a minister has no business 
debating with a representativ Freethinker, unless he 
wishes to excite that sympathy and pity which all men 
giv to the vanquished. The arguments and logic of 
Mr. Lennstrand giv no chance of success for even a 
well-armed and learned champion of orthodoxy. 
“Lucifer,” 1898, Swedish, the workman’s almanac, is in 
our hands. It is an excellent number, containing sev- 
eral good articles and numerous portraits. Among its 
contributors we note Viktor E. Lennstrand, Knut Wick- 
sell, Anna B. Wicksell, and Galmer Branting. 
ai 
Lectures and Meetings. 

J. E. Remsburg will start on a tour through Missouri, 
Illinois, Indiana, Ohio, Pennsylvania, New York, and 
New England early in January. 


Dvxine the month of December, Franklin Steiner will 
lecture in Correctionville, Pierson, Atlantic, Walnut, 
Carlisle, and other places in Iowa. 


evening at 7.45 o’clock in the lecture room of the Church 

of the Messiah, Park avenue, corner of 384th street. 

December 17th.—‘‘ Water, Its Place in Evolution,” by 
Dr. Rossiter W. Raymond. 


every Sunday afternoon at3 o’clock in Long Island Busi- 

ness College, South Highth street, between Bedford and 

Driggs avenues. Program of lectures for December: 

December 17th.—Dr. L. G. Janes, *‘ Cosmic Evolution as 
Related to Ethics.” 

John R. Charlesworth is now in the West. The fol- 
lowing appointments are on his list, and friends along the 
routa desiring lectures should address him at once: 

Dee. 14,15,16, Waterloo,Ind | Dec. 17, Chicago, Il. 


Tas Women’s Liseran Leacve, of Philadelphia, will 
meet on and after October 17th in the Skerrett Building, 
northeast corner of Ridge avenue and Green street, Tues- 
day evenings at 8 o’clock. Lectures for this month: 
December 19th.—Prof. E. D. Cope, ‘‘ The Material Rela- 

tions of Sex.” 

Tur Manhattan Liberal Club meets every Friday even- 
ing, at eight o’clock, in German Masonic Hall, No. 220 
East Fifteenth street, New York: 

December 15th.—Edgar C. Beall, M.D., ‘‘ Phrenology 
Scientificaily Treated—With Readings.” 

Tue Ohio Liberal Society meets in College Hall, 1683 
Walnut street, Cincinnati, Sunday evenings at 7:45, 
prompt. Admission is free. Program: 


December 17th.—G. Gordon Sattler, ‘* The Miraculous,’ 


THe Pittsburg Secular Society meets in Curry Univer- 
sity Hall, Sixth street, near Penn avenue, every Sunday 
afternoon at 3 o’clock, 


Tur Science Sermons Society meets every Sunday: 


Tre Brooklyn Philosophical Association holds meetings ` 


-` gome time in the future will not be. 
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The Giant Delusion. 
PAPER READ AT THE INTERNATIONAL FREETHOUGHT 
CONGRESS AT CHICAGO, oct. 5, 1893, ny orto 
WET TSTEIN.— CONCLUDED. f 

If a dual form inhabited the physical form (a nat- 
ural impossibility) and survived the dissolution of 
the body, spiritists could prove it and analyze such 
form. And if all beings who have died now lived in 
duplieate form somewhere around us or off in 
space, we would know it and astronomers would 
discover such place of abode. But no such evidence 
exists. , 

There are no eternal forms in nature. 
simply a form of matter. 
eternal. ; 

I challenge the world to refute this argument— 
to prove that eternal forms exist, which implies 
miracle; beginning but no ending; birth but no 
death; eternal youth, perpetual motion, without 
wear and tear, and eternal statu quo, all without 
analogy in the economy of nature. I go further 
than this and insist that nothing exists per se but 
inorganic matter or the segregate atoms in infinite 
aggregation and these the only real immortal or 
eternal elements in nature. Man does not exist. 
Brutes do not exist. Houses, rocks, worlds, suns, and 
systems do not exist per se. Never did. All are 
but transient forms of greater or lesser aggregations 
of immutable elements which temporarily unite and 
then constitute all these diversified forms, but 
which by virtue of the inherent potencies in such 
elements or matter, no sooner evolve to maturity or 
perfection, when the slow process of disintegration 
begins, resolving back into their respectiv atoms all 
such transient forms; but these possessing all the 
necessary physical and chemical attributes to evolve 
again and again into new forms, thus perpetuating, 
by evolution and involution, such formation pro- 
cesses forever. Thus the end, death, of ail finite 
forms is an inexorable necessity in nature, to in- 
sure the eternal existence, life, of the infinite 
eternal whole. 

To illustrate: The pyramids do not exist. Never 
did. Certain forms composed of certain aggrega- 
tions of matter we call the “pyramids.” But such 
forms at one time were not, and consequently 
What begins 

must end. The stone which constitutes the huge 
piles does not exist. The only actual underlying 
reality of this and all other forms, is the matter 
which, in aggregation, constitutes such forms. Re- 
move the matter composing the strnes, and where 
would the pyramids be? At one time in the past 
these forms called pyramids were not. Then enorm- 
ous quantities of mutable stone, composed of cer- 
tain immutable elements or atoms, were placed in a 
certain position, forming (not creating) what we 
know es the pyramids. But after this building 
process was consummated, not a particle of matter 
was created or added to existing. entities. And 
when nature, maybe millions of years before, by for- 
tuitous concourse of atoms or chemical affinity formed 
the stone from pre-existing elements, even then 
not a grain was added to the sum total of existing 
eternal matter—only a certain quantity of matter 
was transformed into certain forms we call “stone.” 
These forms—stone, pyramids, Columbian Exposi- 
tion (I regret to say), worlds, systems, and man—all 
at one time were not, and consequently in due 
course of time and in the order of natural events, 
when nature shall have accomplished its work of 
evolution, involution, and disintegration, such forms 
will of an inexorable necessity again vanish from 
existence, their components, however, perpetuating 
such formation processes forever. 

There is absolutely no analogy in nature for an 
immortal form or proof that matter ever evolves into 
certain forms, which then remain in eternal statu 
quo. But this is what spiritism, both ancient and 
modern, of all schools and countries, implies. It 
means beginning of certain forms, then stand still, 
eternal sameness, eternal youth, miracle, sudden 
transition from imperfect or decrepit physical form 
to angelic perfection. (Nobody claims that peg- 
legs, glass eyes, false tteth, crutches, cripples, 
bald heads, monstrosities, fat freaks or lean freaks 
will retain their hideous characteristics during all 

- eternity!) It implies miraculous restoration to full 
vigor of manhood, to the full flush of maiden or 
womanhood, of the aged and withered. Restora- 
tion of limbs, noses, ears, hair, teeth, and often even 
old clothes, canes, spectacles, and jewelry! Then 
perpetual youth, vigor, golden hair, sound teeth, 
and—in the opinions of some more rational than 
others—even the addition of a pair of wings! Then 
eternal sameness forever! If not miracle, what 
is it? 


Man is 
Hence man is not 


As stated before, man is simply a form of matter. 
Remove this matter an3 he is no more. Born in 
time, he must end in time. Did you ever admire 
the beautiful forms in a complex kaleidoscope? If 
kept in motion it will ever exhibit new forms, com- 
posed of the old, which have vanished forever. But 
suppose we remove the material composing such 
forms one by one to perpetuate such forms, how 
long before such material would be all absorbed by 
such special forms? Then behold! Wo more kalei- 
doscope. So the universe would not exist to-day if 
only one solitary atom had been taken away daily 
from the infinite aggregation of worlds and been 
made into such special eternal forms, because such 
processes, having already been in operation during 
all eternity and from all existing worlds, past and 
present, would, of course, have exhausted the sup- 
ply of raw material to make “souls” of even an 
eternity ago! 

Man is purely a physical result of purely physical 
causes, and, consequently, is subject to some order 
of nature which peremptorily decrees that, like all 
other transient forms which are born or begin, he 
must die or end. Others have died before him that 
he may live, so he must die that others may live 


after him. 


Have we any proof that mind is ever manifest in 
the absence of physical organism? Have we ever 
heard, has anyone ever claimed to have heard or 
known of the existence of any soul or spirit not first 
born by woman? No? Spiritists have claimed to 
have seen the spirits of Christ. Cæsar, Washington, 
Stonewall Jackson (horse, saddle, boots, stirrups, 
and all!), and innumerable other dead men, all born 
by woman, but not one has ever had the audacity 
or cunning to pretend to have seen or made the ac- 
quaintance of spirits not of animal or rather human 
origin. And there is where they have made a stu- 
pendous oversight. All of which proves that mind, 
or so-called soul or spirit, originates with and exists 
synchronical only with the physical body. It 
proves conclusively that such mind is a function, 
product, or process of this complex vital-electro- 
magnetic animal organism only, and is manifested 
by or produced and generated from such organism, 
and must cease when such organism is no more. 
Body and mind are cause and effect. In one sense 
mind is an evolution like the body. The animal 
organism in its crudest form is an invisible cell, 
sack, or stomach. In this crude organism a certain 
chemical process occurs. It assimilates food which 
is agreeable to its existence and creates a pleasura- 
ble sensation. (“How?” Let spiritists explain 
how their disincarnate spirits enjoy sensations or 
experience pain, and then the problem of mind will 
be solved, but—without spirits/) This sensation 
causes the crude animal to struggle to obtain more 
food—this develops mind. The new-born Spencer 
or Humboldt hasastomach. The first mouthful of 
food it draws from the “fountain of life” creates a 
pleasurable sensation. It partakes until the crav- 
ings of the stomach cease. Soon this food is assim- 
ilated. It craves more food. It remembers and 
struggles again and again to gratify its appetite. 
This process gradually develops mind, and thus it 
becomes plain that mind is literally dependent upon 
a stomach. 

But it is not my intention, nor is it in my power, 
to shed new light upon the mysterious relations of 
body and mind, but only to prove that the spirit 
hypothesis does not solve the problem, and that 
without such physical body mind does not origin- 
ate, exist, continue, or survive. Also that of all 
profound mysteries such spirit-bodies, in the ab- 
stract, cap the climax of profound mysteries, and 
that they are utterly beyond human c mprehension 
and scientific analysis. 

Do you insist that the physique of a Humboldt 
does not explain his colossal intellect? Place his 
spirit-body, which -you assume exists within his 
physical body, beside the latter, if in the power of 
your imagination, then please tell me how much 
nearer you are to explain his mind in conjunction 
with such spirit, or this spirits mind, than in the 
physical body alone. Do you insist on a spirit 
within his physical body during life to explain his 
psychical powers, then, by parity of reasoning, you 


are compelled to conjecture or conjure another such | 


spirit inside of this spirit to explain this spirit’s 
mind, and another in this, and so on ad infinitum ; 
and when you are through calling up “ spirits from 
the vasty deep” of nothing and from nowhere, how 
much nearer are you then to explain mind? Do 
you know how these spirits think, do you know how 
such spirit- bodies can see, feel, hear, and remember ? 
Or have you simply divested the most complex form 
in nature (an automatic mechanism bewildering in 
its complicated and delicate construction, and of 
capacities far beyond our present knowledge and 
which no doubt is the source and basis of all 
psychical phenomena) ; have you divested this form 


of all potentialities to feel, think, and reason and 
have complacently invested an “airy nothing”. or 
ghosts with miraculous powers to do it instead? 
Sadly, however, failing to explain your explanation, 
ala Theists, who have divested nature of and in- 
vested an imaginary God with miraculous powers 
to create all natural phenomena ! 

Mind is a function of a living animal organism. 
When the body dies and is buried or cremated, such 
functions cannot continue, or we posit a miracle. 
What is a spirit body? What are its constituents ? 
Has it anatomy, organs, flesh, blood, nerves—all 
essential to continued life? How does it survive 
bullet shots, decapitations, or dynamite explosions? 
To be a spirit and all it implies, it must be organic 
—a counterpart of man, interaal and external, or 
our departed spirit relatives can hardly be wife, 
husband, mother, father, or child to us and all it 
implies, when we meet them by and by. How do 
spirits see without eyes? hear without ears? breathe 
without lungs, live without circulating fluid and 
organs, and think without a nervous system and 
brains? All these are consigned to the grave and 
destruction. Are these organs—the entire anatomy 
—for a purpose? Is physiology a science or a 
farce? Is phrenology based upon fact or fiction ? 
Are these organs, nerves, etc., for something or 
nothing? Are they a necessity to the life and ex- 
istence of man? If such necessity during the 
brief career of man on earth. how in the name of 


reason can he exist during all the ages of endless | 


time without them ? 

Some facts about life and mind cannot yet be ex- 
plained, but I insist, the spirit hypothesis infinitely 
complicates the mystery. As we gain nothing by 
positing a God, involving all the mysteries of na- 
ture in addition to those of his own being, so we 
positively gain nothing by assuming a dual-form in 
man to explain psychical phenomena, which again 
involves us in identical mystifications. Rather let 
us seek the explanation in the crowning work of 
nature—the human body—then we [ave at least a 
tangible basis for mind, mesmerism, hypnotism, 
clairvoyance, and memory, which latter faculty per- 
mits us to soar through space in imagination at 
least, if not in bodily form. 

As a God—an Omnipotent Being—is a natural 
impossibility in omnipresent nature, so a dual-body 
within man is an absolute impossibility. Both God 
and spirits—to be such and all it implies—must be. 
organic animal forms—but when you find such 
forms, they are never God or spirits / 

But it is insisted that both nature and psychical 
phenomena can be explained only on the basis of a 
God and spirits, and, consequently, both theories 
must be correct. But if such explanations involve 
the analytical mind in infinitely greater complica- 
tions, logic and reason certainly bid us to discard 
them. Furthermore, as something cannot spring 
from nothing, this proves conclusively that a God 
is not needed to create that which was never created 
or to rule that which rules itself. Also, as there is 
absolutely not a shadow of proof of actual spirit ex- 
istence, as such abstract spirit existence cannot be 
analyzed, dissected, or resolved into tangible com- 
ponent parts, and upon close analysis vanishes or 
explodes like a soap-bubble, such “airy nothing” 
cannot be reasonably accepted as the basis of any 
phenomena whatever; and therefore the only ra- 
tional conclusion is, that if we continue our re- 
searches faithfully, discarding all preconceived no- 
tions, we shall, no doubt, find the true source of all 
such phenomena, and of all so-called spirit-mani- 
festations, in the wonderful, subtile, and complex 
form of man. 

I insist it is infinitely more difficult for spiritists 
to scientifically establish spirit existence, or place 
abstract spirit upon a scientific basis, than for others 
to explain the modus operandi of so-called ‘spirit 
manifestations. How many mediums, once indorsed 
by the entire epiritistic world, hav not been ex- 
posed? How many manifestations accepted to day 
as truth will not be rejected to-morrow as fraud? 
But it is not my duty to explain such phenomena. 
Spiritists affirming, upon them devolves the burden 
of proof; and unless such proof—placing abstract 
spirit upon a scientific basis—is forthcoming, all 
phenomena based upon such hypothesis must be 
relegated to the repertoire of the theurgist or 
vendor of legerdemain. 

Conditions favoring so-called spirit phenomena 
always favor fraud. Why are oil paintings or crayon 
drawings made in a few moments behind drapery, 
or on the surface of a canvas reverse from the spec- 
tators, but never in plain view of the audience? 
Because these conditions favor fraud. Why can 
spirits write between two slates under a table, but 
not simply on one slate on the table in plain view ? 
Because such conditions favor fraud. Why can 
spirits play a guitar when hidden by a single board 
of the cabinet, but never unless so hidden? Be- 
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cause the board supplies the condition favoring 

fraud. hy is darkness a necessary condition to 

all successful “seances”? Because it favors fraud. 

Why can spirits do so many things man cannot 

do (?), but not do the simplest things man can do? 

Does this not imply fraud? Conditions—eacept 

those favoring fraud—in all these cases would be 

practically identical. 

If spiritism were true we would know it. Both 

‘an infinite spirit and human spirits would make 
their presence known in methods alike plain to all 
and without the aid of preacher or medium. But 
now, without preachers, we would know nothing of 
God—without mediums; nothing of spirits. Hence 
the only knowledge we have is of the existence of 
preachers and mediums, all the rest is conjecture 
and faith. And for this the world pays a tremen- 
dous price! If spiritism were true all would worship 
the same God and all would know whether spirits 
remain in the body till resurrection day, go to 
purgatory on approval, or soar at once, frail and 
nude, to the spirit world. All would agree on the 
characteristics of God—all would know his place of 
abode aud that of human spirits. All would agree 
’ whether spirits can come back and ‘commune with 
mortals or not, whether animals are immortal, and 
whether reincarnation is a fact or fiction. The all- 
important problem, how the spirit of a departed 
wife can hover lovingly around her surviving hus- 
band after he has taken unto himself a second, 
third, or fourth wife, and yet be eternally happy in 
the sweet by and by, would then. no doubt, also be 
solved to the entire satisfaction of the husband and 
all the wives concerned. As it is, we are sadly left 
in the dark, as the testimony concerning these vital 
subjects is as conflicting as the opinions concerning 

God of the several representatives at the great Par- 

liament of Religions. 

I thoroughly appreciate that these views differ 
radically from those held by many of my best 
friends and by many noble men and women who 
have enthusiastically unfurled the grand banner of 
Freethought in the conflict with superstition. But 
as they have taken the liberty to repudiate the relig- 
ion of their fathers and neighbors, so they must 
grant me the privilege boldly to repudiate the last 
vestige of that superstition they still indorse. In 
“denouncing some of the phenomena as fraud I must 
not be understood as insinuating that the vast body 

’ of Spiritualists are dishonest; on the contrary, I 
believe they are honest men and women, confident 
that their motives are sincere, and that if they will 
continue to investigate closer and keener and con- 
tinue to attend our meetings or read our papers 
they are on the correct road to salvation. 

Let us then differ on minor subjects as we may, 
but unite our energy, wealth, and talent to place 
morality upon a natural basis, seatter our literature 
of common sense liberally throughout the world, 
support our papers and lecturers as freely as the 
Christian does his, and we will soon emerge from 
our present obscure position and ‘become the lead- 
ing factor in civilizing the world and consummate 
the only possible unification of the human race on 
the basis and by the means of Freethought, Science, 
and Reason. a 


In Memoriam. 
On Wednesday, November 29th, I received this 
message from my old friend, Mr. N. D. Goodell, 
of Sacramento : 


Dear Mr. Purwam: I hav sad news to tell you. Our 
mutual friend and brother, Owen T. Davies, passed over 
the river of death He died yesterday at his home, in 
peace and happiness. He was sick but little more than a 
week. He called on me about four weeks ago, and he 
was then as happy and vigorous as ever. He. was always 
a whole-souled man, and we hav certainly lost one of the 
best friends to our cause. 


Later on Mr. Butterfield sent the following : 
SAORAMENTO, Nov. 25, 1893. 


S. P. Putnam, Dear Sir: Herewith I send you the ad- 
dress of C. P. Massey at the funeral of our friend, O. T. 


Davies, who passed to his long rest on Wednesday, No- ` 


vember 22d, at 11 p.m, after a short illness of fourteen 
days. He was.himself until the last moment. He did 
not fear death, nor hav auy regrets for the life he had 
. lived. He passed away without a struggle, On taking a 
last look at the remains, I could not realize that my 
friend Davies was asleep in death. He looked just as if 
he was sleeping, with a smile upon his countenance, as 
in a dream. i 

Dr. W. W. Light says that he counted one hundred 
and thirty vehicles in line going to the grave. I must 
say in truth I never saw so many people attending a 
country funeral. Mr. Davies had many friends, both far 
and near. 

Mr. J. H. Atkihs made some good remarks before Mr. 
Massey spoke. The greater part of Atkins’s discourse 
was from Freethought authors.” 


The following gentlemen, intimate friends of the 
deceased, acted as pall-bearers: R. Butterfield, N. D. 
Goodell, Dr. W. W. Light, J. H. Atkins, A. Qold- 
berg, T. Jenkins. 

J. H. Atkins, gn old friend of Mr, Davies, de- 


livered a brief address. He said that he had known 
the deceased brother for about twenty-five years. 
“Though younger in years than he was,” said Mr 
Atkins, “I am older in Liberalism or Freethought, 
and I took great interest in his emancipation fron 
superstition to reason. He was a man of great 
reasoning powers. In regard to the theory of life, 
he said, using the language of Pope: 


Whate’er of life all quick’ning ether keeps, 

Or breathes through air, or shoots beneath the deeps, 
Or pours profuse on earth, one nature feeds 

The vital flame, and swells the genial seeds. 


“The bubble of life with him has broken; but 
though we shall never see his corporeal substance 
again, his memory is enshrined in our hearts. Let 
us all try to emulate his good deeds.” 

Rev. C. P. Massey, a Unitarian minister, officiated, 
and in the course of his remarks paid the following 
tribute to the memory of a worthy man: 


With Mr. Davies in his lifetime I did not chance to be 
acquainted, but from the testimony which has been given 
to me by his companions and intimates, I feel that I am 
justified in saying that in his business and social and. 
family relations he has met the requirements of honesty 
and generosity; and that now, when his mortal career is 
ended. he goes, crowned with years and clothed with 
integrity as a garment, to meet the mysteries of the 
bevond. 

Yesterday morning, when a son of Mr. Davies, in com- 
pany with another gentleman, waited upon me, to solicit 
my presence here this afternoon, I inqnired as to Mr. 
Davies’s religious belief. I was informed that of late 
years Mr. Davies had discarded all technical faith, having 
long since cut loose from any church anchorage what- 
ever. And I understood that T was selected to serve upon 
this occasion for the reason that, as a Liberal minister. I 
might be more sympathetic regarding such a religious 
attitude than some gentleman attached to one of the or- 
thodox Christian denominations, who might not be able 
to understand how essentia) integrity and great moral and 
intellectual elevation can accompany a denial of many of 
the positiv tenets of faith. 

For myself I will say. that, while still clinging to the 
church, reverencing its forms and treasuring its associa- 
tions, it still, in many of its organizations, represents the 
meédievalism of Rome and teaches the exploded beliefs of 
earlier centuries, so that many a man of frank and earnest 
nature, with intellect keenly alive to its incongruous 
position in this age, when the foundations of so many 
technical faiths are crumbling to the earth, scorns all 
compromise in his dealings with what be believes to be 
essentially insincere, and absents himself forever from its 
worship. 

Mr. Davies thought, doubtless, as many of us are 
forced to think, that, in the old historic and theological 
way; the church, upon all questions bearing upon God 
and the future, has no positiv testimony to giv. It may 
be possible, although I do not know, that your friend 
dwelt too much upon the negativ aspect of the question 
of religious, faith, and, in his enthusiasm for truth, em- 
phasized ton greatly the unknown and the unknowable in 
the domain of belief. 

I can imagiu how the moral nature of a man in its es- 
sential integrity should become strengthened by such a 
course, how in scorning all subterfnge and in being un- 
willing to swerve one particle from the direct path of 
truth, as truth is conceived by him, a character of im- 
pregnable virtue would come gradually to be built. And 
I take it that such a character as this your friend ex- 
hibited, self-reliant and truthful, jnst and firm. 


Some things you may regret in him, the lack of qual- 


ities that soften conviction, and touch thought with 
imagined spiritual suggestion, but if he was simply and 
entirely sincere, if he was just and kind, if his word was 
his bond, making his integrity unassailable, it matters 
not what faith or doubt he held; by his faith, Mr. Davies 
will be saved, his faith in that moral order regulating this 
world of ours, a moral order which resents every assault 
upon it, with punishment sometimes, even unto death. 

The doubt Mr. Davies entertained will hav no adverse 
bearing upon his eternal fortune; it wasan honest doubt. 
better far, perhaps, than half the creeds; ‘but ‘such faith 
as he did possess, the belief in human affection, the con- 
viction of the importance of the practice of virtue, the 
insistence upon truth in every relation of life, will save 
him eternally, as these hav ever saved him here. , 

But let us not insist ton greatly upon the negativ as- 
pects of religious subjects. The veriest doubter enter- 
tains some faith. It may be felt at times to be illnsory, 
but it is not regarded finally as a delusion. Our affec- 
tions. some how, seem destined to endure. Generosity 
and justice seem to us to merit more than our own ap- 
proval or that of our fellows; and the practice of them 
appears to place us in alliance with some infinit and eter- 
nal power, in whose protection, if we would only adjust 
our conduct to its high demands, we are safe here, and 
safe forever. 

This is the faith the higher poets cif our modern age 

roclaim most loudly from their signal towers, and 
hittier, perhaps, expresses it more truly and more 
beautifully than any other, when he sings: 


For truth must liv with truth, self-sacrifice 
Seek out its great allies, ` 

Good must find good by gravitation sure, 
And love with love endure. 

Mr. Davies was one of the first men I met in Cal- 
ifornia, and the first thing he did was to hand me 
$50 for the Liberal cause. He was generous in his 
contributions. He was a stanch supporter of Free- 
thought, and stood by it to the end. He was vice- 
president of the California Liberal Union. He 
never kept his convictions to himself. He was frank 
in their utterance. He thought matters out for 
himself. He was a great student of the Bible, the 
result of bis Mormon training, and he was a thor- 
ough master of its contents, and could use them to 
the discomfiture of his theological opponents. He 


was always ready for an intellectual battle. He 
was enthusiastic in his Freethought sentiments, and ` 
his life illustrated the honesty aud nobility of Lib- 
eral ideas. i 
Mr. Owen Thomas - Davies was born in South 
Wales, Great Britain, Feb. 7, 1820. He left Liver- 
pool Oct. 17, 1850, for America. He landed at New 
Orleans November 23d of the same year. He went 
to St. Louis and engaged in coal mining, and af- 


| terwards to Caseville, Ill., where he pursued the 


same business. His invention, which lessens the 
deur of mining, is used to this day at the latter 
place. : 

He left Caseville, Ill, in April, 1854, and went to 
Salt Lake City; but be remained but a little while 
in this place or in the Mormon faith. From this 
time on he was a Freethinker. He came to Cali- 
fornia July 4, 1856, and settled at Brighton, Sacra- 
mento county, where he has resided ever since, 
adding both by his labors and his inventions to the 
prosperity of the country. Mr. Davies possessed a 
fine mechanical genius. and as a practical farmer 
was successful in contriving means to cultivate and 
ivprove the lands. 

He ‘was an honor to our cause and his memory 
will be cherished. He has done his duty well. He 
has never flinched. He was an original character, 
and carved out his own fortune by his energy and 
ability. He was a typical pioneer—-free, liberal, 
independent, bcld, and forward looking; a repre- 
sentativ citizen, a helpful neighbor, and a kind 
father and husband; a man of genius in his way, 
who was ready to liv and ready to die as an honest 
man and a brave thinker May the flowers bloom 
over his grave in sweet remembrance of his manly 
virtues. Samugt P. Purnam. 


Affirmation or Oath, Which? 


One thing that cannot be too strongly urged upon 
individual Liberals, and upon which energetic work 
should be done by the Federation, is the substitu- 
tion of affirmation for swearing. ; 

` As long as Liberals consent to be sworn, so long 
must they take to witness their reputation for truth 
and veracity a god or some other superstition in 
which they do not believe. And if they do not be- 
lieve in the god they call to witness, what is the use 
in calling him to witness? 

If anyone can tell the truth as well after taking a 
hypocritical oath as thongh he really believed if he 
lied an angry god would destroy him, what valid 
reason can be advanced that the swearing supersti- 
tion should not be done away with and the simple 
affirmation substituted? 

Upon this question the Constitution of the 
United States is, as its noble architects intended, 
broad as any Liberal could wish, as the following 
will show: Paragraph 8, Section 1, Article II: 
“Before he [the President] enters on the execution 
of his office, he shall take the following oath or 
affirmation: ‘Ido solmnly swear (or affirm) that 
I will?” ete. And Paragraph 3, Article VI. : “The 
senators and representativs before mentioned, and 
the members of the several state legislatures, and 
all executiv and judicial officers, both of the United 
States and of the several states, shal] be bound by 
oath or affirmation to support this Constitution ; 
but no religious test shall ever be required as a 
qualification to any office or public trust under the 
United States.” 

Italics are mine. 

If persons desire to affirm instead of swearing there 
are not a great many states at present which will 
deny them this right, upon their declaring that 
they wish to do so from conscientious scruples. 
Let all Liberals then exercise this right whenever 
opportunity offers; and let them remember that if 
affirmation is insisted on, and the one insisting on 
it states that i; is-done from conscientious scruples, 
no person has a right-to inquire deeper or more 
closely into what those conscientious scruples con- 
sist of. Also let the Freethought Federation of 
America take up this subject, prepare a list of the 
states, territories, and counties within its jurisdic- 
tion which do and do not allow affirmation, and 
carry the war into the enemy’s country. Let us 
hav equal rights! 

As bearing upon this subject the Central Law 
Journal, published in St. Louis, Mo., Vol. 20, page 
281 (April 10, 1885), says: 

In several of the states of the Union, whose statute 
books are still encumbered by the accumulated supersti- 
stitions af the Middle Ages, the rule of the ancient com- 
mon law exists making such exclusions [of the testimony 
of Infidels, Atheists, and Agnostics]. It is so in Pennsyl- 
vania, unless there has been a recent change. Itisso in 
Massachusetts, a state which is unsurpassed by any state 
in the Union in the diffusion of culture among its in- 
habitants, and which probably has more Atheists, In- 
fidels, and Agnostics per capita among its population 
than any other state in the Union. A bill, the 


effect of which was to allow Infidels, Atheists, and Ag- 
nostics to testify in the courts of that state, was recent 


792 


defeated in its legislature. According to newspaper 
reports the vote in the senate stood twenty-two against 
the bill to ten for it. When we think of this bill in the 
Massachusetts senate, we feel like saying, ‘‘ Poor, old, 
narrow-contracted, hide-bound, bigoted, Middle-Aged, 
antediluvian, crustacean, superstitions, puritanical, 
praise-God-barebones, hew-Agag-hip-and-:high, zeal-of- 
the-land-busy, I-am-better-than-thonu, Massachusetts.” 


Liberal publications please copy. 
A. B. LENNOX, 


Freethought and Secutar Notes from 
England. 


It is my present intention to send a communica- 
tion once a month to Tur Trurn Srexer, which will 
contain “Notes” on the position and progress of 
Secularism and Freethought in England. It will 
be observed that the terms—Secularism and Free- 
thought—are both used, for the reason that in my 
opinion the two words do not mean precisely the 
same thing. The former always includes the latter, 
but frequently Freethinking is to be found where 
Secular principles are not observed. Moreover, in 
England, as in America, Freethought is ah activ 
factor where Secularism is not even professed. 
Freethought indicates the mental condition of one 
who can honestly surrender views that do not har- 
monize with increased knowledge. Secularism goes 
further than this, inasmuch as it supplies ideas, 
based upon purely mundane considerations, which 
will replace the notions that hav been discarded. 
In these “ Notes” I shall report events that occur 
in each of these departments in the Old Country, 
hoping that what is recorded may prove interesting 
and instructiv to the thousands of readers of this 
journal in the great republic of America. 


In England the spread of Freethought manifests 
itself in many new circles. It is no longer confined 
to one section of the community, but its power per- 
meates society in general. Its influence has ceased 
to be limited to Secular associations or to depend 
for its propagation and defense on the pens and 
tongues of a few daring spirits—men who for years 
hav courageously stood alone against the mighty 
hosts of the Lord. A few years ago the Christian 
denominations thought that it was sufficient to put 
forward one champion for the purpose of silencing 
at least all public advocates of Secularism. Experi- 
ence, however, taught them that the task they had 
undertaken was more difficult by far than they an- 
ticipated, hence an army of theological Daniels 
rushed forward as defenders of the faith. But 
where are they now? The arena of debate is 
almost entirely abandoned by these defenders. 
Controversy in magazines has taken the place of 
free and open discussion on the platform. It is 
impossible to induce representativ clergymen now 
to debate with us. The few laymen, or hard-up 
parsons, who occasionally try their hand at discus- 
sion, are not worth naming, for they are not even 
supported by their own people, while their manners 
on the platform are not such as recommend their 
cause to persons of intelligence. It must not be 
inferred, by this change of front upon the part of 
the orthodox, that Secularists are ignored. The 
truth is, we never commanded so much public 
attention as we do at the present time. Not only 
at church congresses, but also at Dissenting con- 
ferences, papers are read on “ Secularism, and How 
to Deal With It.” But the successful “how” has 
not yet been discovered by these servants of the 
Lord. Still, the fact of theologians being in arms, 
who yet dare not fight, shows their weakness. It 
is also a proof that our efforts are being recognized 
among people beyond the sound of our own voices. 
The progress of the Freethought movement could 
not be gauged by a higher standard than this, it 
being of much greater importance than any estimate 
of our own. 


Freethought is also activ in the pulpits here as it 
is in the United States. Scarcely a Sunday passes 
but what some minister from his pulpit makes 
mention of the progress of skepticism and of the 
advocacy of Secular principles in “Christian 
England.” And many of those very preachers, who 
once denounced Sunday lectures when given by us, 
now lecture upon secular subjects themselvs, instead 
of preaching, as they did in former times, from 
texts of scripture. They are even confronted in 
their Bible classes with doubts and queries which 
defy answering, put by men who are known to be 
“Infidels ;” but the minister dare not denounce 
them.as such, as would hav been the case in former 
times. Voltaire and Paine are no longer held up 
as scarecrows in the presence of reading men and 
women. If some of the old-fashioned Christians 
were to reappear at the present time in some 
of our churches on Sundays they would be as- 
tonished at a flaming placard announcing, “An 
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address to men only; with special music. The 
tenor or bass of some cathedral will giv a solo 
from the ‘Messiah’!” These performances are 
regularly advertised side by side with those of 
theaters and music halls. Then we hav Sunday 
societies, under whose auspices lectures, with music 
and limelight views, are regularly given on the 
“Lord’s day.” They do not supply sermons or 
prayers, neither do they dispense with laughter and 
applause. Thus the secular plan of making Sunday 
a free and enjoyable day is adopted instead of 
maintaining the old orthodox method of rendering 
it one of gloom, groaning, and praying. So great 
has the power of Freethought become in the church 
that its ministers are frequently announcing their 
change of views and leaving the congregations to 
which for years they hav been attached. Two in- 
stances hav just occurred here in the Midland dis- 
trict. The Rev. Mr. Sale, a Congregational minister, 
has resigned his office as preacher through having 
studied the foundation of his faith. He has dis- 
covered that if one God cannot save him neither 
can three. Now he announces himself as a “Free 
Christian.” ‘The Rev. J. H. Chamberlain has also 
left the Methodist denomination, to which he has 
belonged from his childhood, and has joined the 
Christadelphians. In his published reasons “ Why 
I Left the Methodist Ministry,” he observes: “I 
know that many thoughtful persons in orthodox 
circles are seriously disturbed and dissatisfied, 
unable to find mental repose in their traditional 
belief. I know that my case is only one of many, 
as far as theological uneasiness is concerned. There 
is much uncertainty and misgiving in the minsterial 
world.” Thus the very foundation of the theological 
fabric is giving way from within, and a brighter 
day of mental freedom is dawning. 

Similar progress is apparent in other directions. 
Freethought literature now circulates without legal 
interference and in quantities that were unheard of 
in the past history of England. Moreover it is no 
longer confined to publications by avowed Free- 
thought publishers, who, in former times, risked 
having their goods confiscated when parsondom 
ruled through the medium of the magistrates. The 
extensiv sale of secular literature was the burden of 
complaint made at a great church congress just 
held in Birmingham. It was there stated that 
Freethought sentiments are found in high-class 
books which are considered “respectable” enough 
to find a place in fashionable drawing-rooms. The 
fact is, there is an ever-increasing quantity of 
Freethought and scientific literature published 
under the name of Agnosticism. This is dealing 
a fatal blow at the influence of theological publica- 
tions in England. A striking instance of ‘the 
power of Freethought literature is afforded in the 
recent appearance of some remarkable books by 
Professor Johnson, who was formerly a Christian 
minister. After many years of extensiv research 
he announces his belief that the Bible and many of 
the so-called ancient ecclesiastical writings are of 
comparativly recent origin. He is unable to trace 
them further back than about the sixteenth century. 
According to his contention, they were produced in 
Europe and not in Eastern countries. It will be 
seen that he presents a stronger case against the 
authenticity of Christian records than any previous 
writer has ever done. Of course he has given up 
his pulpit and many of his former friends hav de- 
sertedhim. Unfortunately, in the history of human 
thought, the fate of the originator of new ideas has 
seldom been otherwise than his. Even to day, men 
in many instances are fettered in their associations 
with those who doubt the correctness of church 
“histories.” Freethought propagandism is still 
nece sary a8 a means of testing the popular theo- 
logical pretensions, however sacred they are sup- 
posed to be. No doubt Professor Johnson’s in- 
dictment is a bold one, but the duty of the searcher 
for truth is to examin the evidence upon which it 
rests. It is a very old device to denounce and per- 
secute the man who has the courage of his heretical 
opinions instead of testing whether they are true 
or not. -Galileo and Darwin are instances that 
opinions of the most ancient type, which once were 
deemed accurate, may be discovered to be palpably 
and absolutely erroneous. 


The Birmingham Church Congress, referred to 
above, lasted a whole weex, and $30,000 were spent 
upon its arrangements. It was a curious assembly 
of “loving” Christians. The adherents of the 
High Church hissed the Low and Broad Church 
folks, who returned the compliment with interest. 
To us the amusing feature was the manifestation of 
malice and ill-will in a congress held for the avowed 
purpose of promoting “the union of Christians.” 
In spite of this exhibition of pious wrath, Canon 
Gore, the “heretical” editor of Lux Mundi, had a 


splendid reception, while his violent opponent and 
orthodox detractor—Father Ignatius—was sup- 
pressed by the president of the Congress. There 
was much talk about the relation of “the poor 
workingman ” to the national church. It was inti- 
mated by one clergyman that there was a place in 
heaven for all the laborers in the city, only it re- 
quired the church to prepare them to occupy the 
position. This appears to be a reckless statement, 
when we remember that the people are so many 
and that the churches are so few. Nine-tenths of 
the inhabitants of the city keep outside the church, 
either from want of inclination to enter, or from 
some other cause. One speaker thouglt that he 
had solved the question, after the fashion of Mo- 
hammed and the mountain. He said “if the work- 
people would not come to the church, the clergy 
must take the church to them.” This is easier said 
than done. Supposing it were possible to convey 
the church to the working classes, in all probability 
the intelligent portion thereof would hav nothing to 
do with it. ‘Lhey hay learned by a bitter experience 
that the church, instead of being their friend, has 
been. and still.is their foe, counseling obedience and 
contentment under social wrongs and political in- 
justice. The mode the Congress dealt with the so- 
cial problem—how to remove poverty, ignorance, 
misery, and crime—indicated that the church is no 
real helper in the present deplorable social condi- 
tion of the masses. The principal suggestion of- 
fered was, that the rich members of the community 
should subscribe a fund to. maintain an increased, 
staff of parsons to visit the poor folks and dispense 
the love of God and the bread of life in the person 
of his only son. It is true that some speakers 
urged the necessity of such adjuncts as coal, soup, 
and blankets; but these, it was assumed, must be 
given under the pious control of the charch. Here 
we hav the old priestly plan of seeking to obtain 
supremacy over the poor through the pangs of 
their poverty. The acceptance of religion is 
considered by these preachers to be of the first 
importance, whie the satisfying of the material 
wants of the people is deemed as being worthy only 
of secondary consideration. The spirit of the age 
is opposed to such clerical monopoly. Benevolence 
is not necessarily allied with any form of theology, 
the one is a human aspiration and the other is a 
priestly invention. 

There has been much talk in England during the 
last few years of what is called “Christian Social- 
ism.” Its advocacy dates back to the first quarter 
of the present century, but recently it has come to 
the front more prominently than at any previous 
time. It is now publicly asserted that it is only 
Christianity that can bring about a successful social 
revolution which can be of any practical service to 
the community. In » recent debate that took place 
in the columns of the Daily Chronicle, one of our 
leading London, newspapers, it was contended that 
Jesus was the originator and the prophet of the 
Socialism of today. Jesus was declared to be the 
herald proclaiming the liberation of the land from 
private ownership, the elevation of the poor, the 
downfall of the rich, and the triumph of democratic 
equality throughout the world! We regard this as 
one of the great delusions of the age. So far as 
history is concerned there is no evidence that Jesus 
instituted “all things in common,” or that he 
formed any society or organization for the solution 
of the problems of capital and labor. He himself 
apparently lived on his friends, and he gave distinct 
instructions to his successors to depend upon the 
public wherever they went. His disciples were to 
make no provision for their personal wants, and to 
carry with them neither “purse nor script.” More- 
over, Jesus never expressed any desire for the social 
well-being of man in this world, or intimated that 
such was either possible or necessary. To call a 
man a Socialist who held the most conservativ and 
exclusiv Jewish notions of his time is a misnomer. 
We cannot forget his references to “the children” 
and to the “Samaritans.” Even admitting his 
sympathy for the poor and his denunciations of the 
rich, the fact remains that the issues were not to 
be reached on earth, but in heaven. He made no 
effort to remove the two great evils of his time— 
poverty and slavery. What history records the 
continuity of any social scheme that he inaugurated ? 
Christian Socialism is a modern invention, based 
upon a questionable application of certain texts of 
scripture. But Shakspere has said that the devil 
could quote scripture to suit his purpose. 

Although there is still room for improvement in 
the Secular movement in England, the progress it 
has made during the Jast few years is exceedingly 
gratifying. The National Secular Society is stronger 


! and in a better condition in every way than it has 


ever been. It was my privilege to be present at its 
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exertion; and it was a subject of such strange embarrass-: 


formation, and I hav watched its developments, and 
Iam pleased to record that it is now ina most 
flourishing position. Its president, Mr. G. W. 
Foote, has lately made a new departure at the Hall 
of Science, London, by having admission free, seats 
being reserved for paying visitors. The new plan 
has proved hitherto successful, and the financial 
result has been about equal to the former income. 
The great advantage, however, is that this new ar- 
rangement allows opponents to hear the Free 
thought gospel without charge. Another import- 
ant change: recently made is the doubling the price 
of the Freethinker, and giving cartoons and por- 
traits on superior paper. It is pleasing to note 
that advancing the price has not reduced the circu- 
lation of what is now the leading Freethought jour- 
nal in England. A new monthly, entitled the Free 
Review, has been started by Mr. J. M. Robertson, 
the late editor of the National Reformer, which 
was so long conducted by Mr. Bradlaugh. The 
interest in Mr. Bradlaugh’s great personality se- 
sured for his paper a wide circulation, which could 
not be sustained after his death, therefore it had to 
be discontinued. 

Another indication of progress on this side, of the 
Atlantic is the letting of public halls by town coun- 
cils or by other responsible officials of various insti- 
tutions. This is not yet the universal rule, as our 
orthodox opponents do their best to prevent us 
hiring those buildings. The plan adopted by them 
is to intimidate the landlord by urging that it is 
illegal to take money at lectures given on Sundays. 
Hence proprietors of halls dread a prosecution, and 
we hav simply, as a rule, to make a collection, and 
in some instances to suppress discussion. On Sun- 
day, November 12th, I lectured in the Town Hall, 
Birmingham, to an audience that numbered over 
two thousand persons, but admission had to be 
free, and no discussion was permitted by the au- 
thorities who had control over the hall. The 
National Secular Society, however, is determined to 
defeat this Christian bigotry by having halls of its 
own under the control of the Secular party. A hall 
company has been started in London for the pur- 
pose of securing the Hall of Science, wherein Mr. 
Bradlaugh really made his reputation. The great 
success this company has met with justifies the be- 
lief that the time is not far distant when efforts 
will be made to hav Secular halls in all the larger 
towns in England and Scotland. 

There is a general desire among English Secu- 
larists to hav a better communication with their 
Secular brethren of other countries. There are 
thousands of Freethinkers in America, Canada, New 
Zealand, Australia, France, and Spain, but as yet 
we hav but comparativly little intereommunication 


with them, and we are only partially acquainted with , 


the proceedings of our co-workers in these different 
countries. Is it not possible by some means to hav 
official correspondents to supply interesting and re- 
liable information pertaining to each nationality ? 
-¥ should be pleased to read the opinions of some of 
the readers of Toe Trura SEEKER upon this im- 
‘portant subject. Cuaries Warts. 


Observations. 

Somewhere in this city, between Harlem and the 
Battery, exists Mr. Fritz Schmidt, who, at an unde- 
fined period in the past, wrote an Article and for- 
warded it to Taz Trura Seexer office. The article 
has not as yet bulged forth in print, as Mr. Schmidt 
thought it would. , 

The fact is, that for about two weeks pneumonia 
has confined the Editor of this journal to his bed, 
where he has been adorned with a bladder full of 
cracked ice on his brain and with hot and moist 
cloths on his superheated person; and all this time 
the author alluded to has been making epistolary 
demands for the return of his manuscript. I don’t 
know where it is; nobody but the Editor ever knew 

- where it was put, and he has forgotten. Mr. 
Schmidt now writes, under a special delivery stamp: 
“ Evidently politeness has no effect upon you. I 
will now see whether ‘The Law’ can hav any. If my 
article is not immediately returned to me, I shall 
bring up against you a suit for damages. I hav 
the money, the brains, and the will todo so. I hav 
at my disposal one of ‘the best lawyers’ in New 
York.” The loss of many hundreds of dollars to 
the Editor of Taz Trurs SEEKER is foreshadowed 
by the correspondent in case the above suit is 
“ brought up against” him. 

I hereby notify Mr. Schmidt that he is out of 
order, that he is ignorant of the amenities of the 

case, and that his proceedings are irregular. If 
he has a grievance, why -:doesn’t he follow cus- 
tom, and call at the office, ask if the Editor is 
heeled and warn him to fix himself. Of course the 
Editor would summon his myrmidons and hav Mr. 


Schmidt placed on the sidewalk, where a police 
officer, with a padded front and an unpadded club, 
would take cognizance of him; but the code would 
be observed, Mr. Schmidt’s honor vindicated, and 
himself abated as a nuisance. As for the Editor, he 
could avenge himself by digging up Mr. Schmidt's 
manuscript and publishing it over the author's 
signature. 


The worship of the Spook according to the faith 
of Islam is upon us and the voice of the muezzin is 
heard in the land. Last Sunday morning at 10 of 
the clock a man wearing the red cap of a Turk 
appeared in the door of Union Square Hall, turned 
his face toward the east, and offered the following 
remarks: 

God is great! God is great! God is great! God is 
great! À 

I bear witness that there is no god but God. 

I bear witness that Mohammed is the apostle of God. 

Come to prayers! Come to prayers! Come to sal- 
vation! “ 

Prayer is better than sleep! 

God is great! God is great! : 

There is no god but God! There is no god but God! 

There being no corrections to be made, this may 
stand approved as read. There is no god but God, 
and, comparativly speaking, there is no other char- 
acter in fiction worth naming. 


A mimeographed work entitled “The Danse du 
Ventre (Dance of the Abdomen): Its Value as an 
Educator in Marital Duties,” by Ida C. Craddock, 
has just come to my notice.* I was at first some- 
what surprised that an unmarried lady, as Miss 
Craddock is popularly supposed to be, should as- 
sume the function of an instructor in ccnjugal 
amenities, as I could hardly imagin that she would 
know much about the root of the matter herself; 
but a detached slip, accompanying the work here 
discussed, explains her conduct. From this it 
appears that Miss Craddock is not single, though 
her husband is in the world beyond the grave, and 
had been for many years previous to their union, 
“which took place in October, 1892.” Still, notwith- 
standing that Mr. Craddock, as he may be called 
for convenience, is in the spirit world, the lady tes- 
tifies that their union is as real and actual and 
physical as though he were around the house 
bodily all the time, day and night. In fact, she 
thinks very few marriages turn out as well as hers 
has. It is true that Mr. Craddock does not light 
the fire in the morning and put on the tea-kettle, 
nor does he pay for rents, groceries, or dry-goods; 
and they are not keeping house or raising a family, 
but in other ways which married people will readily 
call to mind it is a bona fide marriage. It is mo- 
nogamous on her part, and on his likewise for any- 
thing she suspects, which is often the situation 
where both parties liv in this world. 

Owing to her year’s experience in wedded life, 
Miss Craddock is enabled to giv husbands and 
wives a great deal more information than I could, 
although I hav been married ever since ’88 and hay 
had the care of an infant son more or less for the 
past three years. Such is the advantage of having 
a conjugal mate in heaven instead of on the Pacific 
coast, where I hav resided. 

The danse du ventre, as Miss Craddock interprets 
it, teaches the married a valuable lesson, which is, 
that whereas the performer stops dancing before 
she drops dead, therefore the rule is a good one to 
follow in other departments of life. To our author- 
ess the six tassels worn by the dancer are symbol- 
ical, and the serpent about her waist also, as any- 
one whose mind runs that way will not fail to un- 
derstand. Still the symbols are capable of other 
interpretations; for instance, each tassel might 
represent the cork of a bottle, the reptil around 
the waist ruggesting snakes. The admirable dis- 
cretion of the dancer in desisting before she drops 
dead teaches the citizen to quit before he falls 
down. l 

Tbis is a skeptical world, not inclined to believe 
that every meaning injected into a dance was really 
intended to be expressed by the inventor of such 
saltatory exercise. The dance of the abdomen may 
be the outward and visible part of a whole system 
of philosophy, but it is proper to remember that it 
may not. As for spirit husbands, they are no new 
fad. Itis recorded that in the year 1671, one Mary 
Alacocque, a pious French female, having ex- 
perienced a cataleptic attack, immured herself in a 
convent and became a bride of Christ. While there 
she wrote: 

Our Lord showed me that that day was the day of our 
spiritual betrothal; he afterwards made me understand 
that he wished me to taste all that was most sweet in the 
tender caresses of his love. In fact, these divine caresses 


were so overpowering that they made me quite beside 
myself, and rendered me almost incapable of any physical 


* For sale by the author at 1032-34 Race street, Phila- 
delphia, Pa. Price, 50 cents. ° 
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ment to me that I dared not show myself. 

Physicians hav a name for these derangements, 
and say that they are susceptible of adjustment by 
judicious means. An agreeable person of the op- 
posit sex, and the services of some official empow- 
ered to perform the marriage ceremomy, hav been 
prescribed with gratifying results. A living charac- 
ter should beselected. Let the dead marry the dead. 


Grorce E. MACDONALD. 
——— 


Professor Tyndall. 


John Tyndall was born at Leighlin Bridge, Ire- 
land, Aug. 21, 1820. His parents were of English 
descent, and were religious; they wished him to 
prepare for the ministry, but their means were 
quite limited and they could giv him only an or- 
dinary school education. He had a natural taste 
for geometry. Physical science did not attract him 
until later in life. He left school in 1839 and joined 
the Irish Ordnance Survey, becoming a draughts- 
man and surveyor. Later he went to England in 
connection with the same work. He now thought of 
emigrating to America, but accepted, instead, a place 
as locomotiv engineer, where he remained three 
years. Losing his savings through unfortunate 
stock speculations, he returned to his engin and 
his studies, having taken up the latter whil2 on the 
Ordnance Survey. l 

When he took his hand from the throttle it was 
to enter Queenswood College, Hampshire, as in- 
structor in physics. Here he found a warm friend 
in Dr. Edward Frankland. In 1848 he accompanied 
Frankland to Germany and heard lectures from 
Stegmann on mathematics, Bunsen on chemistry, 
and Erling and Knobloch on physics. In conjunction 
with the latter Mr. Tyndall conducted experiments 
in line with the then recent discoveries of Faraday, 
determining the polarity of the diamagnetic force, 
ete. Feeling the need of recreation, he went to the 
Alps in 1849. He went for rest, but pursued his 
studies with increasing ardor. In studying the 
glaciers, he was the first man to scale the Weiss- 
horn. He made researches upon the movements of 
the Mer de Glace, and established a series of ther- 
mometric stations on Mont Blanc. He revisited 
the Alps regularly for twenty years. He published 
“The Glaciers of the Alps” in 1860. Professor 
Tyndall had graduated from Marburg in 1851, and 
upon his return to England Faraday succeeded in 
having him elected a Fellow of the Royal Society. 
The next year he was admitted to membership in 
the British Association for the Advancement of 
Science, and was soon given the chair of natural 
philosophy. Just before he had received these 
honors the University of Toronto refused him a 
chair, as it did Huxley. Upon the death of Faraday 
he was made superintendent of the Royal Institute. 


In 1870 he went to Algiers to witness a solar 


eclips, apd two years later he came to America on 
a lecture tour. The net proceeds of his lectures, 
$10,000, he placed in. the hands of a committee of 
American scientists, to be used to help students 
who devoted themselvs to original research. While 
here he wrote to the Contemporary Review, and in- 
closed a letter from a friend suggesting that one 
ward of a hospital be made the special object of 
prayer for a number of years, and the result com- 
pared with that in the same ward in previous years 
when it had not had the benefit of prayer. This 
common-sense propssition earned him the hatred 
of the advocates of the prayer panacea. 

Professor Tyndall devoted many years to original 
investigations of radiant heat, gaseous conductivity, 
properties of sound, and the germ theory. 

Of the remarkable scientific discoveries of the 
last half century he ranked easily first the law of 
the conservation of energy, rext evolution, and 
third, spectrum analysis. 

_ Professor Tyndall was a clear, pleasant, and in- 
structiv scientific writer, who did very much to 
make scientific knowledge the property of the com- 
mon people. He has left us a large number of val- 
uable works, and in them he livs, though dead. 


Ok 
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Ioetters of Ariends. 


Of Conrse He Doesn't Like to Re With- 
ont Tt. 
Kanawazoo, Micm, Nov. 26, 1893. 
Mr. Enrror: Inelosed please find $5 to 
renew my subscription to THe TRUTH 
SerKer and for ‘*Paine’s Great Works 
Complete.” Thav taken the paper a num- 
ber of years, and don’t like to be without 
it. James P. FORBES. 


The Retort Courteous and Conclusiv. 

Mr, Eprror: “H. C. R.,” in his article 
in Tae TRUTH SEEKER, of December 24, 
givs evidence that he is thinking; but he 
seems to be a little confused yet. For 
instance, he says: 

“To the dictums of Moses, ‘Thou shalt 
not kill,’ and ‘Thou shalt not steal,’ we 
should add, ‘under penalty of death,’ 
leaving no mythical loophole through 
which to crawl to glory. We should hav 
the Confucian exhortation enforced : ‘Do 
nothing unto others that you would not 
hay others do to you.’”’ 

Would he hav others inflict the death 
penalty upon him? A. A. ORCUTT. 


Froclamations Will Not Banish Poverty. 
Syracusgz, N. Y., Nov. 26, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: To-day I inclose to you $5 
to apply on indebtedness—dues to THE 
TRUTH SEEKER, that is spreading the light 
its founder, D. M. Bennett, ignited years 
ago, and am happy to see it is made to 
blaze and shed its effulzence in thousands 
of homes, and help disperse the darkness 
that beclouds their mental sky. 

Watson Heston’s ‘‘ Thanksgiving Object 
Lesson” is the most forcible argument 
I’ve yet seen. It givs a true and living 
picture of the real condition of things that 
has existed and exists to-day, and it ought 
to be convincing of the utter worthless- 
ness of any ‘‘proclamation” from the 
president down to the governors of the 
various states to observe any day and giv 
thanks to any God or gods. The foolish- 
ness of such action must be apparent to all 
who think. 

This city is besieged with tramps— 
tramps who are willing to work but find no 
work to do. Justice Mulholland sends 
from one to seven tramps to the peni- 
tentiary [jail?] every day—a charitable ref" 
uge for the poor during the cold winter 
months, Crime and poverty stalk abroad 
in ourcity. Fully five thousand men here 
are without employment—great oppor- 
tunity for charity. Putman School build- 
ing will be turned into a lodging-house for 
the poor, and the city givs fifteen-cent 
meal-tickets for the Salvation Army res- 
taurant. The poor are sick, dying, and 
dead in the Seventh and Fifth wards. 
Poverty implores the gods for relief, and 
it comes slowly; yet ‘‘God is happy,” 
‘the angels sing,” and ‘‘God doeth all 
things well.” Bah/ 

Truly yours, Rosert R. JONES. 


Man Made in the * Image” of An Om- 
nipotent God. 
New Lonpon, Conn., Nov. 26, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: I wish to say through the 
columns of THE TRUTH SEEKER (for the 
information of the Freethought family at 
large) that I hav been doing a little bit of 
missionary work here in New London, but 
owing to the weight of public opinion 
against me it has been rather up-hill work; 
but I do not despair of doing some effectiv 
work. I hav induced one preacher to read 
John E. Remsburg’s ‘‘ Bible Morals,” and 
got him to make some admissions that are 
rather damaging to the Methodist cause, 
but in return I had to promis to go to his 
church. I went, and paid particular at- 
tention to his sermon, which was not alto- 
gether as orthodox as I had expected. He 
said that scientific men were saying that 
matter has always existed, and that evolu- 
tion had worked out everything to its 
present state of perfection; he said he be- 
lieved it, but then he added that there was 
a God to direct the course of evolution, 
for which I took him in hand in this wise: 
“How do you know that there is a God at 
the helm of nature?” He replied that he 
could feel him and see him in everything 
around us. Then I asked him how it was 
possible that man was made in the image 
of God and yet God could be everywhere 
and in allthings? That was a stunner he 


could not answer, but he was hones 
enough to say he could not tell. He had 
defined an Agnostic as an ignoramus, and 
before I got through with him I made him 
admit that he was an Agnostic—an igno- 
ramus! 

The churches here hav been raising & 
fund for the foreign mission, but if they 
would take the advice that I gave them 
they would distribute it among their own 
poor, who are unable to purchase clothing 
and food sufficient to keep out cold and 
hunger. Itis strange how the people ip- 
terest themselvs in the religious welfare of 
a few naked savages, when there are so 
many of our own flesh and blood who are 
clothed in filthy rags and hav to liy on the 
refuse of the tables of more fortunate peo- 
ple. I hav offered a plan to be followed on 
the day set aside for prayer: Instead of 
going to the churches and offering up long- 
winded prayers to we know not what, we 
should take our baskets, filled with good 
things, and hunt up- poor persons who will 
not be able to otherwise obtain Thanks- 
giving dinners, and make them happy. 
And I said that all the prayers they could 
offer to their triple-headed God would 
not fill one empty stomach or clothe one 
naked body. 

Please hand my name in for membership 
in the Federation. Samvez B. Price. 
“The Universal Chureh of Archeans.?? 

PEILADELPHIA, PA., Oct. 20, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: I beg toinform the gentle- 

man who livs on the famous isle across the 


sea that there are great efforts being made: 


in the ‘‘ City of Brotherly Love” to bring 
into existence a ‘‘church,” in the organi- 
zation and constitution of which eternal 
principles shall hav precedence over and 
above debatable theories and dogmas, 
and in which deeds are recognized above 
creeds, acts above professions, etc. ‘*Re- 
ligious liberty ” is the watchword of this 
new church, and a person’s character and 
actions, not his beliefs and professions, re- 
ceive cognition—what he does, not what 
he believes, is counted, and the doors of 
this church or seciety are open alike to 
Atheist and Theist ag well as the Agnostic, 
Spiritist, Pantheist, Theosophist, Chris. 
tian, or Jew. It declares that ‘‘ Religion 
is being, not believing;” that ‘‘ Heaven is 
earned, not hired,” whether it be realized 
in this world or in some other. Its relig- 
ion is, ‘‘to do good;” its gospel, intelli- 
gence, industry, and integrity; its mes- 
sage, to mankind, ‘‘Do your duty.” It 
is to be an industrial, economic body, and 
asks for more work and less talk, more 
practical action and less effusion from re- 
formers. There are thousands advocating 
a Condition where justice would secure all 
against adversity and starvation, but are 
not willing to do a hand’s turn to secure 
those blessings to themselvs and their pos- 
terity until a time when the people shall 
hav become thoroughly enlightened and 
developed (which may not be for genera- 
tions), but prefer to go on in suffering 
and anxiety and then growl about it— 
totally regardless of the welfare of their 
little children. It is this work that this 
church wishes to perform first, and then 
it will be not only ready but able to help 
others to help themselvs. It may not be 
many years before this church will reach 
the shores or realm of England, and then 
our brother across the ocean may hav an 
opportunity to work for that which he 
advocates and much more. The church 
above referred to is known as ‘The Uni- 
versal Church of Archeans,” 
J. 8. Earo 


A Modern Rams’ Horn Miracle. 
Norta Yakima, Wasa., Nov. 26, 1893. 
Mr. EDITOR: As the van of the noble 

army of faithful and fearless defenders of 
the honest few against the hypocritical, 
superstitious, and intolerant many, and 
the ever bold and vigilant champion 
of mental freedom and equal physical 
rights, I readily and cheerfully recognize 
your splendid journal. Its healthful influ- 
ence is constantly spreading and ever in- 
creasing, and I, with thousands of others, 
earnestly hope and honestly believe the 
time is comparativly near when the walls 
of bigotry and superstition—dank with 
the putrid breath of licentious’ priests, 
fetid with the foul emanations of a myriad 
chained heretics, and. blackened with the 


smoke of countless burning martyrs -to 
honest doubt and quenchless reason—will 
tumble into irremediable ruin before the 
vibrating and persistent blasts of the rams’ 
horns of justice and liberty. 

Reforms never retrograde, and this 
warfare is for the right, and must never 
cease, and no quarter can be asked or 
given till state and church are completely 
and forever divorced, and the goddess of 
justice is permanently enthroned at the 
capitol of the nation and of every state as 
well. 

If my prose proves worthy of space in 
your columns, perhaps the subjoined, 
‘ poetry ” may keep it company: 

Ne’er sheathe the sword of justice, 
Nor let the arms grow weak 
That bear the torch of reason 
For those who freedom seek, 


Ti)l prelate, priest, and preacher 
The lesson fully learn: 

Who’d liv in ease and comfort 
Themselvs the means must earn. 


Tf the everlasting dropping , 
Of ‘“‘ Peter’s pence ” would cease, 

The soft skinned, unctuous parsons 
Would rapidly decrease. 


If every ‘‘foreign mission” 
Were banished from the earth, 

Of holy, lying mendicants 
There’d be a healthy dearth. 


If youthful minds were guided 
Long reason’s lighted path, 

Instead of taught to tremble 
At black Jehovah’s wrath, 


There’d be more honest dealings, 
Fewer hypocrits and knaves, 

More stalwart sons of freedom, 
Less daughters born of slaves. 


If every ‘‘ house of worship ” 
Were turned into a school, 

Where each inquiring pupil 
Were taught the Golden Rule; 


Where faith and fears and dogmas 
Were banished from the brain, 
And superstitious worship 
Were learned to be in vain; 


Where virtue, love, and justice 

- Were made to take the place 

Of myth and mist and miracle, 
To save the human race; 


Then would men pay oblation 
At reason’s glowing shrine, 

And hail the God of nature 
The only one divine. 


Gary H. Mounrton. 


Too Much ‘‘I Don’t Know ” Concerning 

, God and Future Life. 

Newanrz, N. J., Dec. 4, 1893 

Mr. Eprror: Will you permit me to 
briefly criticise the critics? (I know you 
will, but this introduction is pro forma.) 
I hav heard and read the utterances and 
expressions of so many of our popular 
Freetbinkers during the last ten years to 
the effect that, while the existence of a 
personal God and the possibility of a 
“‘ hereafter ” could not be asserted from 
facts or sound logic, neither could they be 
absolutely denied. Ivgersoll ‘‘does not 
know,” and is willing to take his chances 
as to the state of future rewards and pun- 
ishments. Putnam, in Taz TRUTA SEEKER 
of the 25th ult., observes: ‘‘As to where 
weare going, no man knoweth unto this 
day.” So it is, as far us my experience 
goes, all along the line. Presumption in 
the Christ-man is so disgusting to a 
Liberal man ‘that the latter seems to con- 
sider it a virtue to oppose it with professed 
utter ignorance. 

Now, I cannot believe in the honesty of 
our critics. To be sure, I measure them 
by my selfish standard. Ingersoll and 
Putnam, and you and I, know absolutely 


+| that there is no God and that there is no 


hell, heaven, nor hereafter. And we can 
prove it, too. Perhaps not unto the satis- 
faction of a fool or the conversion of a 
bigot, but fools and bigots are not sup- 
posedly in the jury box. We know who 
made God and the other accessories of 
priestcraft, and we know the process by 
which the present Christian civilization (?) 
was evolved. We know also that we suc- 
cessfully negativ any proposition by dis- 
proving the alleged facts on which it de- 
pends. Freethought has advanced too far, 
it seems to me, to longer say to the de- 
luded follower of myths, fables, and lies: 
“ Well, you may be right; I don’t know, 


but I know I can’t believe your dogma.” |- 


I recognize that evidence is not proof, and 
that exact expression in the English lan- 
guage is almost impossible. 


If Putnam knows where a fagot goeth 
-when consigned to the furnace, he kuows. 
where we are going. If Ingersoll can 
prove that there is no ‘‘Chris Kringle,” 
he can prove there is no God. But every- 
thing should be based on reason, and the 
common-sense principle (universally ac- 
knowledged, I believe) thatthe burden of 
proof rests on the party affirming, applies. 
For some time past those who assert that 
there is a God and a hereafter hav adduced 
arguments to support their assertions, 
Unless new matter be introduced by 
them, it is sufficient to sudcessfully combat 
their evidence. I do not anticipate any 
new matter from their side. To my mind 
this is the situation: A prisoner establishes 
an alibi; he proves the negativ—tbat he 
was not at the scene. 

If any considerable number of intelli- 
gent men and women substantially coin- 
cide with me, I regard myself as entirely 
justified in asserting that our oracles do 
not tell the whole truth. Only charity 
would excuse me for adopting their policy 
and holding: Perhaps they do not know, 
but I believe they do. T. B. CONNER. 


The Dying Atheist. 
Farmourts, N. S., Nov. 25, 1893. 
Leave me alone! Iam sick of your prayers 
and your tears; 
I will die as I hav lived, whether guilty 
or just. 
I hav fought for my faith through a life- 
time of wearisome years, 
And will stand by it now till this body 
dissolve into dust. 
“ Do I not shrink from death?” No; why 
should I fear to die, 
When I know that death ends all and the 
grave is the only goal? 
When I know that eternal life is but an 
eternal lie, 
And the dust alone is immortal in nature 
and not the soul? 


You may picture the horrors of hell, you 
may pray and preach and plead, 
But your faith will scarcely quicken the 
cold gray stone and the sod. 
With my dying voice I will mock at your 
cant and your creed, ; 
And cry with my latest breath that there 
is no God. 
Hark, how the mighty wind howls! Is the 
voice of the Almighty there, 
Or is it the crash of the elements waging 
eternal strife? 
That warfare that summoned the Universe 
up from the realms of air 
And peopled the myriad planets with 
this that we call life. 


You would blacken with superstition the 
beauty of Nature’s work; 

You would startle the peace'of death 
with your dreams of a life to come; `- 

The half-hearted faith of the faithless may 
call it ‘‘a leap in the dark,” 

But I die in the hope I hav lived by and 
look for repose in the tomb. ` ‘ 

“I was a preacher once?” Oh, yes! I 
could rail with the best, 

And consigned the accursed unbeliever 
to death and eternal pain; 

But falsehood has fled before reason, like 
clouds with the wind in the west, 

And I know that your fears are bnt fol- 
lies and I know that your faith is in 
vain. f ; 

Tf your God in his infinit mercy made man 
and has made him to sin 

And provided a torment eternal for those 
whom he called into birth, 

Let me suffer with those who may suffer; 
I care not how soon it begin, n 

He bows to no tyrant of heaven who 
bowed to no tyrant of earth. 

Return to your flock; you may tell them— 
This dust will be cold in the tomb; 

No tongue will be near to dispute it, no 
thoughtful voice to deny— 

That the Atheist cried to his God for the 
comfort that would not come; 

That he prayed too late for pardon, and 
trembled and feared to die. 

Stand back! let the pure breath of Nature 
blow in on my fever-scorched brow; 

The lights grow dim in the distance; the 
moon has gone from the skies, 

‘What power shall scatter the darkness that 
stoops to encompass me now? 

Oh, welcome, thou slumber eternal! Be- 
hold how the Atheist dies. 

W. P, LAWBENOB. 


E Di. a nae EE SIR a a a in Southern California, 


ELSINORE, CAL., Dec. 1, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: F. H. Heald, attorney-at- 
lsw i in Elsinore, met us at the railroad s a- 
tion,” two miles away, with carriage. A 
quiet, Quaker-like gentleman is Mr. Heald, 
and his daughter Edna, who is but eight- 
een, and already making her. mark as a 
poetess of great promis, isa highly- refined, 
freethinking young woman, with the cour- 
age of a Mary Wollstonecraft. 

Next day Mr. Heald and daughter, Mrs. 
J., and self took a carriage drive of twenty- 
six miles completely around Lake Elsi- 
nore; visited alfalfa fields, prune, orange, 
lemon, pomegranate, apricot, and fig 
orchards; walked over the twenty-four- 
acre orchards of Mr. Yates; took dinner 
with old friends whom I knew at Shenan- 
doah, Ja., Mr. and Mrs. Farnham, when I 
held my ‘debate with Elder Dungan—the 
best, most gentlemanly debater the Camp- 
bellites hav. Mr. Farnham owns ninety 
acres near the lake—orange grove, lemons, 
etc. He has a fine cement reservoir near 
the mountain side. Mrs. Farnham is a 
splendid woman. I regret they hav not 
fifty years longer to liv. 

I wish to mention something of the 
Freethought outlook here. Candidly, itis 
not encouraging. The little Freethought | 
society is struggling against great odds. 
The opposition to it is of the most bigoted 
and unreasoning stamp I ever knew. Even 
the school children are infected with holy 
hate. The brand of piety in Elsinore is as 
mean ‘as was that of Massachusetts in her 
Cotton-Mather-Christianity-witch-hunting 
times. 

Mr. Heald is the ‘‘ Father of Elsinore.” 
He is a young man of forty; his town less 
than ten yearsold. Why Christians should 
hate this Jesus-like, gentlemanly Free- 
thinker I cannot tell—nor cau they, as far 
as I am able to learn. Within ten years 
he has been a millionaire. Litigation and 
Christian love hav tried to lay him low. 
If Christians here manifest the ‘‘ spirit of 
Christ,” then I know what it is like—it is 
simply devilish. Mrs. Reed, Mr. and Mrs. 
Styffe, Mr. and Mrs L. D. Reynolds, 
Mr. and Mrs. Al. Reynolds, of Elsinore; 
Mr. and Mrs. A. W. Reynolds, of Mani- 
fee; Mr. and Mrs. Reynolds, of Temecula; 
Mr. Wright, and Mr. Park were out to the 
lectures. Mr. and Mrs. Cunningham came 
a thirty-mile carriage-drive from River- 
side. They would like to liv here with 
our Elsinore Liberals, and will visit us 
-whenever we hav lectures. Our society 
will hav to grow (from the outside world, 
by accretion) before we can expect to hold 
-regular meetings, and perhaps it will 
‘never be necessary for Liberals generally 
to bold meetings every Sunday. Liberals 
-do not need to be meetingized continuously 
like Christian sheep. Teaching, more 
than preaching, will be the new order. 
‘Science offers a boundless field for Free- 
thinkers to explore. Science, literature, 
‘and art will take the place of the ‘‘ fool- 
ishness of preaching.” By the way, ‘‘So- 

ciety of Science, Literature, and Art” is 
the name of this ‘tiny organization of Lib- 
erals in Elsinore. Young and feeble as the 
-child is, it has earned the contempt of the 
church, which sneeringly asserts that the 
name is too grand for its size! But Mr. 
-Heaid has more science in his head, and 
more artistic taste, than ninety and nine of 
the Elsinore evangelicals. The Liberals 
readily admit that the Society’s name em- 
: braces a wider field of knowledge than 
‘they will ever be able toacquire; while the 
saints of Zion hav such narrow and shal- 
“low creeds that they need to grow but a 
: trifle to discover they hav not a dud which 
they hav not outgrown. The joke is, they 
try to make us believe that their old Jew 
second-hand clothes are fashionable! 

I do not know how this venture will ter- 
minate. Iam to address the people when- 

- ever I feel like it. This will be our home. 
The climate is superb. Other families are 
coming here to locate. By my arrange- 
ment with the Elsinore people I am at 
liberty to accept calls for lectures any- 

-where between the two oceans. I cannot 
consent, not yet, to tie myself down to any 

- one locality while thousands of my fellow- 

` beings are hungering for Freethought. 

Elsinore, Cal., is my address, and I will 

. say to Californians, for the present, that if 
you desire Liberal, radical lectures I will 
pome and giv them, W. F. JAMIESON. 


Joseph E. Huffman—Funeral Address. $ 
[Mr:-Joseph E. Huffman died in Des 
| Moines, Ia., Nov. 26, 1898. Being a firm 
Freethinker, he declared that no.clergy- 
man should officiate at his funeral, and 
when first taken ill made a request that i in 
case of his death, Mr. Franklin Steiner 
should deliver an address at the burial. 
Mr. Huffman was a member of the Wood- 
men’s order, which came out in full force, 
making the funeral avery large one. Mr. 
Steiner delivered the following eulogy:] 

My Frrenps: After a painful illness, 
lasting several weeks, our friend and 
brother, Joseph Huffman, passed from the 
scenes of life. We are here assembled to 
pay the last tribute of respect to one whom 
we all knew only to love and admire, and 
to express our profound sympathy for 
those whom the hand of death has robbed 
of a kind husband and father, stricken 
down by disease in the prime of his man- 
hood. 

We realize that death isa mighty mon- 
arch. All must one day bow down before 
hisshrine. The most powerful must sub- 
mit to his decree. Before him the weakest 
creature in the universe stands upon an 
equality with the most powerful. It takes 
the father from his fireside, the mother 
from her dear ones, and the children from 
the homes where they were a perpetual 
joy. 

Death brings grief to the heart, and hot 
tears to the eyes, when we think that we 
will see no more those whom the ties of 
affection made dear to usin life. Yet we 
should be made to realize that however 
irreparable our loss, to him who is suffer- 
ing from the pains and tortures of a dis- 
ease that is incurable, and which renders 
life itself intolerable, death comes indeed 
as a welcome visitor. When we know that 
he whom we mourn to-day is free from the 
suffering which life imposed upon him, 
there is a beam of joy in the thought that 
death, many times an angel of mercy, 
came to his relief. 

The heart may cease to beat, the mind 
cease to perform its functions, and the 
body moulder into dust, but the power 
and influence of the man of good deeds 
and noble thoughts is greater in death 
than in life. Behold the mighty dead of 
past ages, those who strove to make the 
world better, and improve the condition 
of their fellow-men. Did death cover the 
light they shed upon the race? By no 
means. Their acts and words liv to-day, 
an inspiration to humanity to complete the 
work they left unfinished, and to proclaim 
new truths that they were not permitted to 
know. 

Joseph Huffman was a man who made 
the world better by his life. While we 
regret that he has not lived longer, we can 
rejoice that he was permitted to be among 
us, a8 a neighbor and a friend. Honest, 
manly, true to his convictions, he bravely 
stood the test of true manhood. He suf- 
fered as but few hav, but he endured with 
a composure that would hav done honor to 
a stoic. 

Our friend lived for this world. He 
knew of no other. He believed all that 
could be required of anyone was to faith- 
fully fulfill his obligations to his fellow- 
men. Having done this, he had nothing 
to fear in death. How well can we here 
call to mind the words of the poet: 

So live 
That when thy summons comes to join 
The innumerable caravan, that moves 
To thas mysterious realm, "where cach shall 
ake 
His chamber in the silent halls of death, 
Thou fit, not, like the quarry slave "at 
ni 
Socnrgeð to his dungeon, but sustained 


and soothed 
By an unfaltering trust, approach thy 


grave 
Like one who wraps the drapery of his 
cou 
About him, and lies down to pleasant 
. dreams. 
After all, it is the life, and not death, 


that should concern us most. 

Joseph Huffman was a soldier in the 
great army of human progress. He re- 
jected the creeds of the world as relics of 
the ignorance and fears of man while yet 
in a savage state. His eyes were ever 
turned toward the dawn of the age of rea- 
son, when superstition should no longer 
curse the world, all strife be ended, and 
the brotherhood of man established. By 


| tion. 
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this he was joined to the greatest minds of 
the past and the present, and he now shares 
their immortality, the immortalitv of the. 
poet, the sage, and the philosopher, who, 
though dead, liv in their works. 

. To him a future life was a mere matter 
of speculation He had no knowledge of 
personal existence after death, but he 
knew that-we are unable to fathom all the 
mysteries of the world and of life. He 
never dogmatized upon this great ques- 
It has been said by the greatest of 
living orators, “We do not know whether 
death is a wall or a door.” Our friend is 
now where all doubts hav vanished. With 
him the great problem of immortality is 
settled. To us itis still a mystery. 

We are about to consign his body to the 
earth, there to sleep the sleep of nature, 
unmindful of the blasts of winter, or the 
bright freshness of the spring time. As 
we take a last look at his features, now 
peacefully reposing before us, we say: 
Forever and forever a long farewell, 

If we should meet again, why, then we 
shall smile, 
If not, this parting was well made. 


May his last resting-place ever be a sa- 
cred spot, and over his grave the flowers 
giv forth their sweetest odors, and the 
birds sing their sweetest songs. 


An Adventist Talks to His Sunday-Law- 
Enforcing Fellow-Christians. 
San Pepro, CAL., Nov. 20, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: Of the clergy T would ask: 
What day do you recognize as the Sab- 
bath? One would infer from your claims 
and arguments that Sunday is the Sabbath. 
No, brothers, you are mistaken; Sunday 
is Constantine’s day. What was ’ Constan- 
tine? Why, he was a heathen, a sun- 
worshiper; also the emperor of Rome. 
He ignored the great and all-wise God’s 
divine law of the Sabbath and instituted 
Sunday as the Sabbath; hence the people 
are compelled by law to keep Sunday as 
the Sabbath. It is wrong to so delude the 
people and to preach up such a false doc- 
trin. If you take the Bible for authority, 
God’s law must be obeyed. An apostate 
church will unite with the powers of earth 
and hell to place upon the forehead or in 
the hand the mark of the beast, and pre- 
vail upon the children of God (the Seventh- 
day Adventists) to worship the beast and 
his image. They seek to compel them to 
renounce their allegiance to God’s law 
and yield homage to the papacy. The 
savior says: ‘‘ Blessed are they that do his 
[i. e., God the Father’s ten] Command- 
ments, that they may hav right to the tree 
of life, and may enter in through the gates 
into the city ” (Rev. xxii, 14). But where 
is that Commandment that speaks about 
Sunday? It is not in the Bible, but it is 
in the Roman Catholic catechisms. Read 
your Bibles through a hundred times with 
reference to this subject and you will 
each time become more and more con- 
vinced of the truthfulness of the following 
notable facts: 

1. There is no divine command for Sun- 
day observance: 

2. There is not the least hint of a Sun- 


uy institution. 
Christ never changed God’s Sabbath 


to ‘Sanday, 

4. He never observed Sunday as the 
Sabbath. 

5. The Apostles never kept Sunday as 
the Sabbath. 

6. There is no prophecy that Sunday 
would ever take the place of the Sabbath. 

7. The word Sunday never occurs in the 
Bible. 

8. Neither God, Christ, angels, nor in- 
spired men, hav ever said one word in 
favor of Sunday as a holy day.—G. W. A. 

God made the Sabbath at creation (Gen. 
ii, 2, 8; Ex. xx, 11). 

It was observed before the law was given 
on Sinai (Ex. xvi, 23-30). 

The command to observe it is associated 
with nine moral precepts which are bind- 
ing upon all men during alltime. It is 
placed in the bosom of unchangeable law 
(Er. xx, 8-11). 

It is a sign between God and his people 
(Ex. xxxi, 17; Eze. xx, 20). 

Wrath came upon ancient Israel for 
breaking the Sabbath (Neh. xiii, 15-18). 

If the Sabbath had been kept J erusalem 
would not hav been destroyed (Jer. xvii, 
24, 25). 

Prophecy foretells a reform on the Sab- 
bath (Isa. lviii, 12-14). 


it 


The Sabbath will exist in the new earth 
(Isa. lxvi). 

Christ observed the Sabbath (Mark i, 
21). 

He called himself its Lord (Mark ii, 28): 

It was his ‘‘custom ” to preach on that 
day (Luke iv). 

The disciples ‘“‘ rested ” on the Sabbath 
while Christ was lying in the grave (Luke 
xxiii, 56). 

Matthew, Mark, and Luke, who wrote 
after the crucifixion and resurrection of 
Christ, spoke familiarly of the Sabbath as 
an existing institution (Matt. xxiv, 20, 28, 
1; Mark xvi, 1; Luke xxiii, 56). 

Tt was Paul's “manner ” to make the 
Sabbath a preaching day.(Acts xvii, 2). . 

The ‘‘gentile” believers also observed 
the Sabbath (Acts xiii, 42, 44). 

Paul preached by a ‘river side ” where 
there was no synagog, on the Sabbath 
(Acts xvi, 13). 

He reasoned in the synagog at Corinth 
“every Sabbath” (Acts xviii, 4). 

He continned there a year and six 
months (78 Sabbaths) “teaching the word 
of God” (Acts xviii, 11). 

Finally, in the last mention of the 
Bible, it is called the ‘‘ Lord’s day ” (Rev. 
i, 10. Compare this text with Ex. xx, 10; 
Isg. lviii, 18; Mark ii, 28). 


And on the seventh day God ended his 
work which he had made; and he rested 
on the seventh day from all his work which 
he had made. And God blessed the 
seventh day, and sanctified it; because that 
in it he had rested from all work which 
God created and made (Gen. ii, 2, 8). 

Ye shall keep the Sabbath therefore; for 
it is holy unto you. Everyone that de- 
fileth it shall surely be put to death; for 
whosoever doeth any work therein, "that. 
soul shall be cut from among his people.’ 
Six days may work be done; but in the 
seventh is the Sabbath of rest, holy to the 
Lord: whosoever doeth any work in the 
Sabbath day he sball surely be put to 
death (Ex. xxxi, 14, 15). 

God claimed the seventh day as his own 
in many scriptures and at many different 
times. He never so claimed the first day, 
but gave it to man for labor. 

He blessed and sanctified the seventh’ 
day; he neither blessed nor sanctified the 
first day. 

He commanded that the seventh day be 
kept holy; he never commanded anyone to 
keep the first day. There is but one com- 
mandment in the Bible for a weekly Sab- 
bath, and that is for the seventh dav. 

God uttered fearful threatenings against 
‘those who profane the seventh day. He 
has spoken nothing against laboring on 
the first day. 


He has given great and precious promises 
to those who keep holy the seventh dav; 
he has not spoken one word of promis or 
blessing for keeping the first day. 

Everything that is necessary to giv im- 
portance to the day—that is calculated to 
induce a proper observance of the day—is 
produced in favor of the seventh day. 
But nothing of this kind can be produced 
in favor of the first day—no sanctity, no 
commandment, no penalty, no blessing. — 
J. H. W. 

The Bible tells us that ‘‘sin is the trans- 
gression of the law ” (1 John i iii, 4). But 
what law do we ‘‘ transgress” when we 
work on Sunday? If the reader will find 
a text which says, ‘‘Thou shalt do no 
work on the first day of the week,” or 
“ Remember Sunday to keep it holy,” 
its equivalent, then will his Sunday 
observance in place of God’s Sabbath 
stand the test of the judgment; othe: wise 
it will not. Will you consider ‘this point? 
—G. W. A 

Let us hear the conclusion of the whole 
matter: 


Fear God and keep his Commandments; 
for this is the whole duty of man. For 
God shall bring every work into judgment, 
with every secret thing, whether it be 
good, or whether it be evil (Eccles. xii, 13, 
14). 

Blessed are they that do his Command- 
ments, that they may hav right to the tree 
of life, and may enter in through the 
gates into the city. The word of the Lord 
endureth forever (Rev. xxii, 14). 


Will Sunday-law-enforcers obey God? 
Respectfully yours, N. A. Stevens 


A SECULAR MARRIAGE AND FUNERAL RITUAL 


AND 


COLLECTION OF SECULAR HYMNS. 


By A. R. AY hES. 
~“ A good book written with a purpose." 
Price, 25 cents. 
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@hildren’s Gorner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wrxon, Fall 
Raver, Mass., to whom all Communica- 


tions for this Corner should be seni. 


“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day’s occupations 
That is known as the Children’s Hour.” 


He Wrote for All. 


“The world is cruel, careless, cold,” 
I sighed, ‘and cares for naught but gold! 
Why should my troubled pages plead 
A brother’s woe—a brother’s need! 


“ My song is drowned in Mammon’s roar ” 
A flung my ren upon the floor), 

“ The hand that fortune stoops to bless 
Must crush the buds of tenderness.” 


My toddling wee one put the pen 
Into my trembling hand again; 
And, vlambering npon my knee, 
Said, archly: “ Papa, wite for me.” 


I wrote—a homely, childish tae 

Of hope and love—no pensiv wail 

Of others’ wrongs—but what her smile 
Had wakened in my heart the while. 


And when the ink had scarcely dried, 

I heard the song on every side; 

It filled the land from sea to sea, 

While thousands cried, ‘‘ He wrote for me!” 
$ J.S 


—ea 
Some Answers. 

The school board education of to-day is 
not a failure. A day or two ago a govern- 
ment inspector visited a south London 
school, and the following vive voce exam- 
ination was overheard: 

Inspector (to class of girls): Why is 
America called the New World? 

Bright Pupil: Please, sir, because it was 
made last. 

Inspector: No, no; it was discovered 
last. Who found it? 

First Girl; Our. teachers. 

Second Girl (triumphantly): Governess, 

Third Girl (desperately): Why, the in- 
spector! 

Their youthful minds could not imagin 
an authority higher than the ‘‘ government 
*spector,” and the name of Columbus fell 
very flat, and was greeted with murmurs 
of ‘‘ Who’s he?” | 

e -c 
Miseries of Exclusivness. 

First Little Girl: Your folks is sort o’ 
exclusiv, isn’t you? 

Second Littie Girl: Awfully. Mamma 
won’t let me ’sociate with little girls who 
isn’t exclusiv, and I don’t like it, ’cause 
they is always just as pokey as I am. 

a 


- Correspondence. 


Dora, Mo., Nov. 28, 1893. 

Dear Miss Wixon: This my second 
attempt to write to the Corner. I was 
fourteen years old yesterday. Next Thurs- 
day is Thanksgiving; we are intending to 
hav turkey, and also a good time. Our 
school closed last week, but will begin 
again in about two weeks. 

I like to go to school so much, I study 
higher arithmetic, history, civil govern- 
ment, grammar, physiology, and spelling. 
As my letter is getting long, I will close. 

CLARA FISCHER. 

[Learn ail you can. Education is the 
best treasure in the world. Combined 
with common sense, it is of great help. — 


Ep. C. C.] 


FrourruanD, Car.. Nov. 14, 1893. 

Dear Miss Wrxon: As I see but few 
Jetters in the Corner, I will write again, 
One day, while working at my claim, I cut 
my finger oft, so I am laid up. But the 
worst thing of all was Peggy’s death; that 
was my favorit horse. I will tell you 
about this place up here. There are 
madrone, oak, poison oak, live oak, white 
oak, and pine. This isa healthy climate. 
Mamma was sickly, but now she is quite 
well. 


‘* Be the matter what it may, 
Always speak the truth; 
Tf at work or if at play, 
' Always speak the truth. 


‘* Never from this rule depart, 
Always speak the truth; 
Fix this deeply in your heart, 
Always speak the truth.” 


I will close, hoping to see this in print. 
Your friend, Mary E. KIRBY. 
[Yes, always speak the trutb, and do 
your duty well. Sensible advice to every- 
body.—Ep. C.C] © 


Box 35, WATHENA, Kan., Nov. 30, 1893. 
Drar Miss Wixon: I know this Corner 

is intended for children only, and, al- 

though there are silver threads in my hair, 


he says, are conveyed into the impure or 
venous blood, by absorption and by the 
galvanic current in its passage to the nega- 
tiv pole, forming an electric circuit. It is 
also claimed that soluble medicin can be 
conveyed along with the oxygen to the 
seat of disease and cures sooner than by 
other method. This force, which is very 
activ, was first.described by Professor Lu- 


I still claim in one way to be a child, and 
that is that my childish questions on re- 
ligious matters hav not yet been satisfac- 
torily answered. I was told to wait till T 
was older before I asked questions, and 
then as I grew older I was told that it was 
wrong to ask questions, and the more I 
persisted in my inquiries the more T was 
censured for it, so I don’t know yet when 


SUSAN WIXON’S BOOKS. 


it would be proper to ask questions. 


some one to answer their questions. 


fifteen. 


all I can as well as I ean. 
think I can interest you; state age. 
EMMA A, ABBEY. 


kindness. 


she will be patient with them and answer 
their questions promptly and intelligently. 
—Ep. C. C.] 


East Appison, Vr., Nov. 27, 1893. 

Dear Osuicine EDITOR oF tHe CHIL- 
DREN’s CornER: Words are inadequate to 
thank you for permitting me to speak in the 
Children’s Corner; also I Jovingly thank 
you for your reproof. If I am a genuin 
truth seeker I will be as ready to receive 
reproof as I am to reprove. ; 

I hav been told many times that I ex- 
pected a greater reasoning power mani- 
fested in my own children than experience 
warranted, but I never allowed such talk 
to daunt my energy or expectations, and 
now, when people say to me that I hav 
very great reason to be proud of their suc- 
cess, I quietly say, ‘‘ Yes, my children are 
repaying me more than a hundredfold for 
my early care in teaching them to hav ob- 
serving eyes and attentiv ears, making it 
a rule to try to improve upon all they 
heard, saw, or did.” In this simple man- 
ner a strong reasoning power is developed 
in the brain of 2 child at a very early age. 
I learned these things by the study of 
human nature; children having proper 
care and instruction in the very beginning 
of lifa hav ten times greater capacity for 
questioning and reasoning than even their 
own parents and other grown people. 
Why is this? All because they are not 
joined to a custom of thinking and doing 
at first. 

I sincerely hope in good time the 
editorial department will see the necessity 
of adding another page to the Children’s 
Corner, giving mothers room to seud in 
their letters with the children’s, express- 
ing such simple, plain reasoning that we 
cannot help experiencing a rapid progress 
in building up a higher standard of worth, 
thus proving that we really do comprehend 
some truths Itis one thing to say we are 
seekers after truth, but it is quite another 
to prove that we hav learned even a few of 
its secrets. We should always guard with 
very great care against becoming another 
set of vain boasters like the churches. 

When I read your letter in the Chil- 
dren’s Corner on your return from the 
Fair and the Freethinkers’ Congress, I 
said, Truly Miss Wixon is the right person 
in the right place; she has such a wealth 
of love and joyous exhilaration that chil- 
dren, and even the beasts and birds, are 
made glad by her presence. 

Lovingly your friend, 
; Mrs. S. W. Surrz. 

[We did not intend our words as re- 
proof to our correspondent—far from it. 
But we hav not much space at our disposal, 
and, like Col. Ethan Allen, we believe in 
short speeches and long puddings. We 
thank our friend for kind words, and her 
communication will appear soon.—Ep. 
C. C.] 


Electro-Endosmosis. 


The most recent discovery and method 
of applying electricity in the treatment of 
diseases, is that of electro-endosmosis, 
The Boston Transcript givs the following 
explanation of it: . 

“The theory that by the application of 
the poles of a galvanic battery to our bodies 
we can introduce into the sewers of our 
system that greatest of all purifiers, ozone, 
where it will destroy disease germs, disease 
products, and the vast variety of animal- 
cules or parasites, which produce such de- 
structiv diseases as diphtheria, small-pox, 
cholera, typhoid fever, ete , should not be 
allowed to remain a theory, but shonld be 
the subject for experiment until its efficacy 
is either shown or disproven. Dr. S. B. 
Beckwith of New York has invented a 
thermo-galvanic battery, which, when ap- 
plied to the surface of the body with wet 
sponges under each pole. he claims, sets 
free from the water contained in the sponge 
under the positiv pole oxygen, and liber- 
ates from the surrounding atmosphere pure 
oxygen or ozone. These curativ agents, 


beck of Berlin, in 1821; and called by him 


I hav a great deal of sympathy for 
children who grow up wondering and won- 
dering what it all means, and why the bad 
is justified and the good ignored. I hav 
sympathy for children who cannot Et 

o 
children, I thought I would like to cor- 
respond with a few young people under 
I will let them ask two questions 
in one letter, and I will patiently answer 
Please write; I 


[Our thanks are due Mrs. Abbey for her 
No doubt our young people 
will be pleased to correspond with her, and 


Electro-endosmosis. 


fessor Mateucci as early as 1820.” 


OUR NEWEST BOOKS. 


cents. 

Religion a Curse, a Lie, and a Disease. 
By Samuel P. Putnam. Paper, 25 cents, 

Design Argument Fallacies. A Refuta- 
tion of the Argument ‘hat Nature Exhibits 
Marks of Having Been Designed by an Intel- 
Jigent Being. Bv the Editor of THE TRUTH 
SEEKER. Paper, 15 cents. ` 

Crimes of Preachers in the United States. 
By M. E. Billings. Paper. 25 cents. 

Handbook of Freethought. By W. 8. 
Bell. Cloth, $1: paper, 50 cents. 

Pleasure and Progress: An Attempt to 
Prove that the Pursuit of Pleasure is the sine 
ua non of Intellectual, Moral, and Social 

evelopment. and that the, Promotion of 

Pleasure is the Duty of Philanthropy and 
Statesmauship. Ry Albert M. Lorentz, LL.B. 
Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. | 

The Creation of God. Tracing the God- 
Ide toltsSource. By Jacob Hartmann, M.D. 
Cloth. $1; paper. 50 cents. 

Resurrection of Jesus. By Don Allen. 
Cloth, 75 cents: cloth, 40 cents. 

Facts and Fictious of Life. By Helen 
H. Gardener. Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. , 
Woman, Church, and State. By Matilda 

Joslyn Gage. Cloth, $2; leather, $3. 


IN PRESS. 


Four Hundred Years of Freethought. 
By Samuel P. Putnam. Subecription book, 
gegen eng over one hundred por- 
TALTS, e 

Woman: Four Ceuturies of “Progress. 
Bv Susan H. Wixon. Paper, 10 cents. 

The Church and Freethought. By Frank- 
lin Steiner. Paper, 10 cents. 

The Giant Delusion. One of Otto Wett- 
stein’s Friendly Arguments with the Spiritu- 
alists. Paper, 10 cents. 

Bible Inquirer. By Andrew Jacobson. 


Paper, 235 cents. 


Hard Knocks 
at Christianity. 


By R. WHEELER. 


_ This book is just what its title implies—thump- 
ing whacks at superstition. It deals with the 
effect of Christianity on the world, showing 
what Christians have done to advance their relig- 
ion and impede the progress of man. It shows 
that Jesus was a false prophet, that the gospels 
are not authentic, and that Christianity is a bor- 
rowed system of religion. That the Bible is not 
in accord with Science, that the atonement 
scheme is futile and foolish, and that religion is 
uot areal benefit to man. 
Price, 20 cents, six for $1. 


Address THE TRUTH QEEKER 


THE AGNOSTIC ANNUAL 


~—FOR— 


81 89 4.. S| 
Edited by CHARLES A. WATTS. 


CONTENTS: 

The True History of the Bible, Prof. Edwin 
Johnson; A Practical View of Life, Charles Watts; 
The Decadence of the, Old ‘'heology, Mrs. E 
Lynn Linton; Inspiration in Extremis, Samuel 
Laing; ~ be Gospel of Love, A Poem. Capt. W. B. 
McTaggart; Agn stic Types. R. Bithell, BSc, 
Ph.D.; On Spiritual Wickedness in High Places, 
Edward Clodd; Nature, 4 Poem, 
Hon. C. K. Tuckerman; The Dream of Immor- 
tality, Frederick Millar: Is Immortality a Dream, 
W. Stewart Ross (-aledin); Practical Conse- 
quences of Agnosticism, F J. Gould: The Relig- 
ious Propensity, Furneaux ordan, F.R.C.8. 

Price, 25 Cents, 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette place, New York. 


PULPIT, PEW, 
and CRADLE, 


By HELEN H, GARDENER. 


One of Her Brightest, Wittiest, 
Strongest Lectures Against 
the Bible, 


Every Woman Shouid Read It 
and 


Know Her Enemies and Her Friends. 
Price, 10 cents. Address this office. 


Christianity a Fiction. 
By DR. J. H. MENDENHALL. . 

Astronomical and Astrologic- 

al Origin of all Religions. 


Explanatory notes compiled and arranged by 
the late Jonathan M. Roberts. Price, 50 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


A Pries: of 


and 


The battery is 
charged with chemicals which act only by 
immersing in ice-water of 40 to 50 deg.. 
F. and connecting the poles with the body, 
which is about 92 deg. F. The method is 
not original, it being a discovery by Pro- 


Abraham Lincoln: Was He a Christian? 
By John E. Remsburg. Cloth, $1; paper, 60 


cents. 
Pen-Pictures of the World’s Fair. Illus- 
trated. By Samuel P. Putnam. Paper, 25 


All in a Lifetime. 
12mo, 300 pp., $1. 


Apples of Gold. And Other Stories for 
oys and Girls. 12mo, 888 pp., $1.25. . 


The Story Hour. An Exceptionally Hand- 
some and Interesting Book, Without Supersti- 
tion, for Children and Youth. The Only Free- 
thinkers’ Children’s Story-book ever issued. 
66 full-page illustrations and 25 smaller; large 
tvpe, heavy, toned paper, broad margins, illus- 
trated covers; 4to, 224 pp., boards, $1. 

Address, THE TRUTH SEEKER CO 


Books by Helen H. Gardener. 


New Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 


Men, Women and Gods, 


Introduction by 


ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 


Price, cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 
Tas Trade Supplied at Spectal Discounts. 


S THIS YOUR SON, HY LORD? 


4 Fascinating Story of Radical Truths on 
Religion and Social Matters. 
Price, cloth. 81: paper, 50 cents. 


PRAY YOU, SIR, WHOSE 
| DAUGHTER? 


A NEW NOVEL. 
Prise, cloth, $1. i 


Pushed by Unseen Hands, 
lec ee a 


A Thoughtless Yes. 


CONTENTS: . i 
A Splendid Judge of a Woman - The Lady of the 
Club—Under Protest -For the Prosecution—a. 
Rusty Link in the Chain—The Boler House 
Mystery - The Time-Lock of Our An- 
cestors — Florence Campbell’s 
Fate—My Patient’s Fate. 


Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, #1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
98 Lafavatta placa Naw York 


FOR HER DAILY BREAD. 


A Kineteenth Century Novel. 


Preface by R. 6. INGERSOLL. 


For Her Daily Bread is the story of two young 

irls and a younger brother who were left parent- 
ess, with a little money, fair education, and 
much courage, to make their way through the 
world by going to Chicago. The author is also 
the heroine. The narrative is,in the main, a his- 
tory of a working-girl’s life and experience in the 
city of Chicago among bluff business-men, kind- 
hearted folks, and disreputable hypocrits. It is 
just such a story of human life as we should ex- 
pect Colonel Ingersoll to be interested in; and 
whatever he admires and appreciates is sure to 
be worth the attention of the rest of the world, 
Price, 25 cents. Address . 

THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Paper, 50 cents. 


Paper, 59 cents. 


THE TRUTH SEEK ERUDECEMBERL 16, 18938. 


A NEW BOOK.-AND A MOST ORIGINAL ONE. 


. The Creation of God. 


By DR. JACOB HARTMANN. 


palcharacters 2re analyzed and shown to be human. by thought and i i 
poouliar phraseology, cant sayings, subterfuges, miracles, wondarwertrire enae ado plain thet na 
ng are the proper offspring of the then existing barbarism, ignorance, and superstition, constitut. 


ing the peculiar politics of the day. 


OONTENTS IN DETAIL: 


‘The Universal Aspect. Elimination of Waste Substances, 


The Earth. In G 
: L 
The Chemical Aspect. By the Langs. 
un y 8 . 
The 8 By the Kidneys. 


Genesis—-The Creation. 
Genesis—The Garden of Eden. 
The Deluge. 

The Scriptural God—The Creation. 
The Creation of God—Abraham, 
Moses—Confirmation of the Idea of God. 
Samuel the Kingmaker. 

God Save the pe 

Jehovah Takes a Rest. 

The End of National Life, 

The Christian Era. 

Organic Life—Vegetable, 


Digestion and Nutrition. 

The Elementary Substances. 

Alcohol and Its Effects on the System. 
The Soul—What Is It? 


Sin and Salvation, 

The Ecclesiastical Kindergarten. 
Rational Review. 

Visions—Bible Dreams—Revelations. 
The Planetary Gods. 


Every Man His Own God. 
Tables {Gateways to Knowledge. 


The Mind. 


Organic Life—Animal. The Non Oo Whence They Spring. 
The Meston Ti Tiesties. Rules for Human Conduct. 
The Nervous Tissues. ILLUSTRATIONS. 


Food and Food-Substances. Map of the Intellectual Faculties—The Mind. 


Map of Theological Retrogression. 
Map of the Deluge and Garden of Eden. 


Thirty Chapters—Four Hundred and Thirty-two Pages 
Large 12mo. : 


In Cloth, $1; in Paper, 50 Cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


SABBATH - BREAKING. 


Origin of the Sabbatic Idea— 
The Jewish Sabbath—The. 
Christian Scriptures and the 
Sabbath—Eixamination of 
Sunday Arguments -Origin 
of the Christian Sabbath— 
Testimony of the Christian 
Fathers—The Sabbath dur- 
ing the Middie Ages—The 
Puritan Sabbath--Testimony 
of Christian Reformers, 
Scholars, and Divines—Abro« 
gation of Sunday Laws. 


—By— 
JOHN B. REMSBURG. 


ee 


Price, 25 Cents. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette pace, Yow York. 


THE RESURRECTION OF JESUS. 


Contents: The Christian Dogma of Salvation; The Cùristian’s Belief; Why Was 


“the Resurrection a Secret Affair? The Age of a Story Does Not Prove Its Truth; 


Pili:te’s Attempt to Save the Life of Jesus; Christ Before Herod; A New Indictment 


Against Jesus; Were the Guards Hired by the Priests? Pilate’s Motive for Secreting 


the Bodr; Matthew's Account of the Resurrection; Why the Angel Sat on the Stone; 


Mary’s Visit; Angels; Renan’s Theory; The Disciples Were Deceived; The Identifica- 


tion: The Ascension; Why Did Jesus Disappear? Other Strange Phenomena; The 


Chief Priests Did Not Believe in Resurrection; What Became of the Roman Guards? 


Tho Origin of the Story; St. Paul's Account; St. Paul’s Conversion; A Modern 


Example; The Roman Governors and the Resurrection Story; The Testimony of 


Contemporaneous Writers; Miracle-Workers; Is the Resurrection Well Attested? 


Inspiration; Conclusion. 


Price, cloth, 75 cents; paper, 40 cents. ` 
Addres THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York City. 


Force and Matter;; THE ELIMINATOR; 
Mirra, mip a Sreem of wort” | Skeleton Keys to Sacerdotal Searels, 


verse, with a System of Morali y 
Based Thereon. 


By Prorzssoz LUDWIG BUCHNER, M.D. 


VONTENTS : 3 í 
Poto and Matter The Fitness of Things in | “ Write me no more fables, lest I be a fool and 
mmortality of Matter, Nature (leleclogy. read the riddles awry.” 
Tmriorbalit of Force, Man, d Mind, | 
infinity of Matter rain an i 
Value of Matter, i ‘hought, ? By R. B, Westbrook, D.D., LL.B, 
Motion, Consciousness, 


Contents: The Whole Truth; Sacerdotalism 
Impeached; The Fabulous Claims of Judaism; 
Moses and the Pentateuch; Ancient Symbolism 
and Modern Literalism; Astral Keys to Bible 
Stories; The Fable of the Fall; Search for the 
“Last Adam;” What Is Known of the New Testa- 
ment; The Drama of the Gospels; The Ideal 


Form, .. Seat of the § 
Immutability of Natural quate Ideas 

AWS. o Idea o 
Universality of Natural Personal Continared 
mhe Heavens The Soul of B ti 
£ © SOUL O: 
Poriods of the Oreation Free Will, seer 


of fhe Earth, | Morality, Christ; Jesus and Other Christs; A Reverent 
Original Generation, Con cluding Observ» Grifiqne on Jesus; A Few Fragments; Blood 
Secalar Generation, tions. Salvation; The Things That Remain. 


Price, cloth, $1.50. Fort sale at this office. 


Price, 81.60, Address THE TRUTH SEEKH: 


797 


Just Out.—25 Cents—Five Copies for. $1. 


A Liberal living in Michigan said once that he would give $25 % Je 
year to have the Crimes of Preachers recorded, as the treguent lapses $ 
of virtue of the ministers showed how little value Christianity 4 
possesses to Make men mor: BI 

We have just issued the Fourth Edition of the book doing this. af 
The additions for this new edition of the 


‘í Crimes of Preachers” 


shows nearly 400 cases of ministerial conduct. While those in pre- 
vions editions show that within a tew years about 


1300 MINISTERS HAVE BEEN GUILTY 


of one kind or another of criminal conduct. Mos‘ of the erimes 
are against women, for the fair sex are at once tho weakness and 
tho, strength of the church—“ the church” meaning of course the W 
“ergy. . A ag : i 

_ Notwithstanding ihe many additional pages. we have kept the LAN 
price the same, 25 cents. Send for » copy, and confound the church- 
men. Show them just what rors of scampa are the clerey who have š : 
closed the World’s Fair o2 Sunday. bocause ib is so holy a day tht to look upon machinery 38 


paintings in this period is “ immoral.” a 
THE TRUTH SEEKER COMAN.. 


` BOOKS | 


a 


SALADIN 


(W. STEWART BOSS), 
‘Editor of the 


nONDON AGNOSTIO JOURNAL. 


‘ sat 
GOD AND HIS BOOK: i ee ti 
i Col Ingersoll wrote tothe author: ‘You have earned ths 
thank oe ape bad Tonle tinge It von ot vast research, of sound eriticism, of caustic 
humor, of sledgehammrr vehemence, of scathing satire, of pathos and eloquence. Itis one of 
the heaviest iconoclastic broadsides ever fired at the Jewish God and the Bible. 
Cloth, gold letters, $1.25. 


WOMAN: HER GLORY, HER SHAME, AND HER GOD. 


. The Rev. Archdeacon Farrar said that “ Christianity elevated the woman; it shrouded 
as with a halo of sacred innocence the tender years of the child.” The object of Saladin’s work 
is to show the archdeacon his error,and he has succeeded. An English writer said of it: 
“This certainly 1s one of the most marvelous books ever issued from the press. The authori- 
ties cited are unquestionable, and the result is convincing. 

In two volumes, cloth. gilt lettered, $2.60. 


JANET SMITH: A PROMISCUOUS ESSAY CN WOMAN 


This is one of the most delightful of Saladin’s books, a dissection of w? nad, with insi- 
dental tearing spart of man—caustic, sarcistic, yet philosophical withal, and permeated with 
a tender reverence tor womau and exalted opinion of what sheisanishould be. A merciless 
satire upon certain of the conventional foibles of the day, full of facts, fancies, truths, rare 
touches of genius, and bursts of eloquence. Most of the satirical shafts aimed at the woman 
go past her and stick in the man behind her, and it serves him about right. 

Cloth, uncut edges, gilt top, $1. 


CHRISTIANITY AND THE SLAVE TRADE. 
ondensation of the known facts upon this subject, proving that Christianity did not 
abolish bat aided this infar ous traffic in human beings. To which are added such comments 
as only Saladin can make. In paper, 80 cents. - 


THE TRANSITION, 3 
A consideration of the antagonism of the Bible and science, and of the question wh 
the 7eiled or allegories portions of the Christian Bible cau be interpreted by modern scie 
n paper, 20 cents. . 


ROSES AND RUE. 
Being Random Notes and Sketches. Some of its subjects are: A Last Interview Wea, 
Man of Genus; An Essay on Stirpiculture; Asceticism and Superstition; Capital Punishment; 
Poverty; Godin the Constitution; Bruno; Gods; Witchcraft, etc. This may be calle? Bala- 
din’s own book, for itis poetry in prose, and is one of the books that lovers oi stron” ” orature 
like to read again and again. In cloth, gold- and silver-lettered, $1.50. 


LAYS OF ROMANCE. 


This book reminds one of Sir Walter Scott, being romantic. histori.. „+4, aglow in every 
page with the energy of a true and high poetic genius. 
Cloth, gold-lettered, 75 cents 


ISAURE and OTHER POEMS. 


The title poem is a story of intense passion, touchingly told, The other twenty poems 
are fresh, fra, ants thoughtful, snd every verse reveals the thinker, observer, and reformer. 
Every page glows with passion and throbs with life. 

Cloth, gold-lettered, 75 cents. 


A FEARFUL FLOGGING. 


By one whe endured it. Based upon a manusoript in the possersion of Saladix 
th paper, 10 cents. 


THE AGONIES OF HANGING. 


Studies in Psychology., By one who was cut down from the gallows. Printed from maan: 
script in the hands of Saladin. In paper, 10 cents. 


WHIRLWIND SOWN and REAPED. 


A short story of clerical crime and villainy founded on fact. Of this book the Open Court 
said: “This novel will command the same. or more, interest than Helen Gardoner’s story, * Is 


This Your Son, My Lord?’” In paper, 25 cents. 


THE CONFESSIONAL. 


Being an exposure of that infamous religious rite. Contents: Li 
Reformation Church; Lechery of the Confessional; The Priest in Absc o 
the Escaped Nun; Extracts from Dens and Liguori; Examination.of tu. Church’s Claim to 
have Fostered Learning; Her Atte, pts at Continency, even more Ruinous than Her elf- 
Indulgence; The Relative Oriminal Statistics of Catholicism and Protestantism 
paper, 25 cents. $ (J 
Ror Ali of these worka sddresn THE TRUTH REEEFR. % Latayotte Place, New Yorr. 


HAND-BOOK 


OF 


FREETHOUGHT. 


By W. S. BELL. 


—_——— 


‘iousness of the Pre- 
‘on; Confessions of 


Containing in condensed and systematized form a 
vast amount of evidence against the superstitious doc- 
#' trines of Christianity. Asa book of reference and aid 
i to all truth seekers it is invaluable. Its classification 

, , > of subjects makes it a hand-book. AsIngersoll said of 
Paine’s "Age of Reason,” it enables some?ody in every village to “corner the parson.” Its wide 
variety of subjects include all the disputed points between Christianity and Freethought. Price 
cloth, #1; paper, 60 cents. Address HE TRUTH SEEKER. 
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Gems of Ghought. 


“Never trade horses with a stranger who 


brings his religion forward to secure a. 


trade.— Galveston News. 


THe essential nature of science is that 
its formulation does not depend upon our 
idiosyncrasies. Science is objectiv, not 


subjectiv; and scientific truths are dis- 


covered, not invented. Their character is 
foredetermined by the nature of things,— 
Paul Carus. ` ` ` 


Common justice requires that the natural 
tastes of. children should be studied, and 
the bent of nature obediently followed. 
It. is unfair to force a child to a study re- 
pugnant to his natural instincts, or to re- 
press a development that his instincts 
crave.—American, Baltimore, 


Ler us see what this idea of obedience 
to truth means. What is it to surrender 
one’s self to truth? Surrendering one’s 
self to truth does not mean lying down on 
truth and expecting truth like a stream to 
carry us along. Surrendering to truth 
means to be an activ servant of truth.— 
Henry L. Southwick. 


Ir cannot be expressed how great un- 
happiness mankind hav drawn upon them- 
selvs by imagining such phantoms as gods, 
and attributing to them wrath and sever- 
ity; by reason whereof, men’s minds he- 
ing dejected, everyone trembles with fear 
when they hear the thunder, or when 
any other phenomenon happens which he 
thinks indicates the anger of his God, and 
his intention to punish or awe him, poor, 
miserable man.—Zpicurus. 


Lit not your principles against men as 
` tests, however you use them for your per- 
sonal solace and guidance. Ethical or other 
societies, holding freedom precious ard 
making the claims of freedom, must offer 
more generous honors than go with the in- 
stitutions of the fathers. No matter how 
simple your logic may seem to you, nor 
how obvious your principles to your neigh- 
bor, who is as good a man, as much con- 
cerned for the public-welfare, as you are, 
a different chain of reasoning appeals. 
The condition of fellowship is your birth 
to its need, and the proof of your right to 
enjoy freedom is your willingness to giv 
it.— Horace L. Traubel. 

Men in general incline toward the right. 
They do not gravitate to squalor when 
they appreciate the attractivness of refine- 
ment. They do, not practice obscenity 
when they appreciate the felicity of purity. 
They do not showepreference for vice 
when they appreciate the advantages of 
virtue. When truth is untrammeled we 
need not fear error. Forcible suppression 
of wrong does not further the supremacy 
of right. A man is wise, not because he 
is ignorant of evil, but because he has a 
knowledge of good. He is good, not be- 
cause he cannot commit injustice, but be- 
cause he prefers justice. He is noble, not 
because it is impossible for him to be 
vicious, but because his proclivities are 
virtuous.—Aldert M. Lorentz. 

Wuen that great apostle of liberty 
[Paine], after fuller experiences of revolu- 
tionary struggles than any man who ever 
lived, confessed that the people could not 
be trusted with power before they under- 
stood principles; that the liberty they 
might so earn must be a mere word, not a 
fact; we may corclude @ fortiori that the 
rest of the world had reached that con- 
clusion. Liberty ceased to be a watch- 
word either in Europe or America (where 


slavery steadily gained sovereignty 
through the ‘‘self-government” of 
states). Although during the century 


which has intervened since the French 
Revolution, the Africans in America hav 
been freed, and the serfs of Russia; in 
neither case was emancipation the result 
of any popular love of liberty. Slavery in 
America Committed suicide, and serfdom 
in Russia ended by the moral sentiment of 
a czar.—Moncure D. Conway. 


Iw vain the student of nature explained 
the famin, the astronomer the eclips, and 
the general the defeat. Men would hav 
miracles, and when they could not find 
them they-invented them. But science, 
who touched the fables of the past, and 
they vanished like empty vapor, who laid 
‘her finger on the miracles of the medieval 
world, and they faded away like summer 
clouds in a twilight sky, is at work in this 
age, and many are the dreams she is dis- 
pelling, and many the visions she is dis- 
solving. Of all the delusions that hav 
spread themselvs over the earth, making 
and destroying the philosophies of the 
world, none are so thoroughly disintegrat- 
ing as that of moral agency. From pole 
to pole, from zone to zone, all round our 
little planet, men hav vainly imagined 
themselvs their own Parcs, the wenvers of 
their own destiny. But the old dream of 
moral agency is over, and the philosopher 
now detects the working of natural law, as 
much in the rise of a religion or the growth 
of a crime, a8 in the revolution of the sea- 
sons and the flowing of the tide:.—Dr. 
Frederick R, Marvin. > 


VALUABLE ENGLISH 


PUBLICATION. . ~ (MONEY FOUND. 


The Student’s Darwin. By Edward B. 
Aveling, D. Sc., Fellow of University “College 
London. The purpose of this book ‘is to tell 
something of Darwin’s work to those who have 
neither the time nor the-opportunity to investi- 
gate it fully for themselves. 1. The Naturalist's 

ọyage Around the World. 2 Geolocical 
Works. 3. Botanical orka. 4. Zoological 

r : orks on Evolution. i 

copious index. Price, $2. we 


A GREAT BOOK ON RADICAL, SOCIAL, AND 
ECONOMIC REFORMS. 


The title of the book is 


A CITYLESS AND 
____ COURTRYLESS WORLD. 


HENRY OLERICH, of Hawarden, Ia, 


This book is in story form, well printed on 
ood paper, well illustrated, and handsomely 
ound. It is a text-book on “Co-operative In- 
dividualism.” For many it is perhaps too radical 
on some questions of reform, but it is neverthe- 
less eminently thought-provoking. 
, The universal unrest manifested by the think- 
ing world, particularly during these “hard 
times,” plainly indicates that our social, eco- 
nomic, and religious institutions are not in tune 
with the best thought of the age. The author 
vividly portrays an ideal world from which all 
our present social, economic, and religious evils 
are eliminated. For the fulfillment of his 
prophecy, the author does not rely on miracles. 
ut on the advancing intelligence of thoughtful 
men and women. If Mr. Olerich’s ideal state can 
ever be attained the world will certainly be a 
paradise. Beautifully cloth-bound, price $1. 
Aadress THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


THE PHILOSOPHY 
MENTAL HEALING. 


A Practical Exposition of 
Natural Restorative Power. 
By LEANDER EpMUND WHIPPLE. 


A Book to explain the correct idea of Mental 
Healing, and what may be reasonably expected 
to result from an understanding of its principles. 


Price, $2.50. Address THE TRUTA SEEKER. 


Brought Into the 
Absolutely Reliable Qov- 
ernment Banks Established in 
the Interest of and Owned 
by the Whole People. 


. By HON. THOMAS E. HILL, 


of" Hill’s Manual of Social and Business Forms,’ 
“The Hill Banking System,” and other 
works of great service to the world. 


Professor Hill has given several years of care- 
ful study to the elaboration of a system of sound 
money, that may fit immediate 7 into present 
methods of doing business and be easily intro- 
duced and universally adopted. | 

This book is “just in time,” is an absolutely 
original kook from the beginning to the end, is a 
good-sized volume in clear type, and is the clear- 
est exposition of money, uses of money, causes of 
money panics and remedies for the same, ever 
published. Orders are rapidly coming in and we 


| want yours. Send twenty-five cents for copy. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


THE BOOK THAT STARTED THE REFER- 
ENDUM MOVEMENT. 


DIRECT LEGISLATION 


By the Citizenship through the 
Initiative and Referendum, 
By J. W. SULLIVAN. 


Price, 25 cents. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


APOLLONIUS OF TYANA IDENTIFIED AS THE 
CHRISTIAN JESUS, 


An important and remarkable revelation con- 
cerning the life and times of Apollonius of 
Tyana, the great sage and philosopher of the first 
century. It is here claimed that his life and 
teachings were appro riated and utilized by the 
formulators of the Christian religion in the in- 
terest of so-called Christianity. The pe jarism 
is made plain in this brief history of Apollonius 
especailly in view of the historical references and 
comments thereon. It is quite evident that to 
conceal the plagiarism, the name of Apollonius 
was suppressed. 

Price, 15 cents. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


28 Lafayette place, New York City. 
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THE THE 


BRAIN +» BIBLE; 


OR 


THE CONFLICT BETWEEN MENTAL SCIENCE 


AND THEOLOGY. 
By EDCAR C. BEALL, M.D., 


with a preface by 


R. G. INGERSOLL. 


This is the only work of its kind in the litera- 
ture of Freethought. Its arguments are based 
upon scientific phrenology, and appeal directly 
to the reader’s se:.se of logic and love of justice. 
It_is eloquent as well as convincing. 

Price, cloth, $1. Address ` 

THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Antiquity 
Unveiled. 


z nN 0 


Anctent Voices 
from the Spirit ` 
Realm disclose the 
most Startling Rev- 
elations. 


Proving Christianity 


- to he of 
Heathen Origin. 


(ILLUSTRATED.] 
Price, --~- $1.50. 


~ if 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


POPES AND THEIR DOINGS 


ACCOUNT OF 
Vicars of Christ and Vicegerents of God. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents ` 


PRESENTS :: FOR 


: HOLIDAYS. 


[/oltaire's Romances, Profusely Illustrated. 
Half ca‘f, $4; vellum « loth, $1.50. 


THE : 


he Freethinker’s Pictorial Text-Book, in 


cloth, with gold lettering and side stamp, 
for $2.50. in plain boards, #2. 


ld Testament Stories Comically Illustrated 


in cloth, with gold lettering and side 
stamp, for $1.50. In plain boards, $1. 


Around the World, by D. M. Bennett, 4 


volumes, red cloth covers, $6.50; leather, 
red edges, $9.50; morocco, gilt edges, 


T'e 
ers. 1,075 pages. 


World's Sages, Thinkers, and Reform- 
8vo. Cloth, $3; 
leather, $4; morocco, gilt edges, $4.50. 


lecting Holiday Presents for their friends 
Telo onld remember that good books make 
lasting impressions, and please as well every day 


i ear. 
fracas. often changes the views Of sev- 


A Liberai book in the right 


eral persons. 


Dewia and. After Darwin 
Romanes. Silk cloth, gilt top, $2. 
Tre Story Hour. 


some and Interesting book, Without Su- 
perstition, for Chiidre: 
Only Freethinkers’ Children’s Story-book 
ever issued 66 full-page illustrations and 
2smaller; large typu, heavy. toned paper, 
broad margins, illustrated covers; 4to, 224 
pp., boards, 


onway’s Life of Paine. Two large, hand- 


some volumes. 
plete life of Paine. 


We have quite a number of books appropriately. 


bound for : | 
them carefully so they can go any distance in the 
mail, or by vrepaid express. 
all good books for the purpose : 


oliday purchasers, and we will pac 
The following are 


By George J. 


An Exceptionally Hand- 
dren and Youth. The 


$1. 


The best and only com- 


Tre Gods and Religions of Ancient an“ Modern 
Times. Two volumes. Written in 
prison. In cloth, $3 per volume. or $5 for 
the two volumes; in leather, $7; in mo- 
rocco, gilt edges, $8. ` 


Jagersoil's Prose Poems -and Selections. 
From his Writings and Sayings. Silk 
cloth, $2.50; tree calf, $9. 

fogersoll’s Principal Works : Gods and Other 


Lectures; Ghosts and Other Lectures; 
Some Mistakes of Moses; Interviews on 
Talmage; Wnat Must We Do to Be Saved? 
Blasphemy; Crimes Against Criminals. 
1,141 pages. In one volume, half calf, $5. 


A Prose Poem. By R. G. Ingersoll. 


ife. 
L In color, on boards, beveled, gilt edges, 50 
cents. 
22x28. 


Lithograph of R. G. Ingersoll. 
inches, heavy plate paper, 50 cents. 

Photograph ,Oabinet) of R. G. Ingersoll. 

: 50 cents À 

Apples of Gold, by Miss Susan H. Wixon. 
Gilt stamp. $1.25. 


A" In A Lifetime, by Miss Wixon. $1. 


Half calf, $10; in 
cloth, $5. 


artən’s Life of Voltaire, Of which the 


same can be said as of Conway’s Life of 
Paine. Half calf, $10; in cloth, $6. 


oman, Church, and State. By Matilda 
Joslyn Gage. Leather, $3; cloth. gilt top, 
$2. 


History of Christianity, Comprising all that 


lates to Christianity in the,“ Decline 
‘and Fail of the Roman Empire.” Half 
calf, $4; vellum cloth, $2. 


orce and Matter. By Professor Ludwig 


Buchner, M.D. Half calf, $3; vellum 
cloth, $1.50. i 


D ynamic Theory of Life and Mind. By James 
B. Alexander. Cloth, $2.75. — 

Lessons From the World of Matter and the 
World of Man. By Theodore Parker. 
Cloth, gilt top, $1.25. 

Asleep and Awake. A new Liberal novel. 
By Raymond Russell. Oloth, side and 
back stamp, $1. ` 

Cosmian Hymn Book. With music to all 


the songs. Edited by L. K. Washburn. 
Cloth, gilt side stamp, $1.50. 


B&F For Other Books See the Advertisements, or Send to Us for a Free Catalogue. gay 
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for Parsons. 


Jot 


-< Mamma: Well, dear, did you enjoy your- 
self at church? Charlie: Oh, yes!—and 
papa shut his eyes and prayed through his 

`~ nose the whole time! 


QUELL: I’m writing a poem on the 
“loaves and fishes,” but can’t for the life 
of me determin what kind of fishes were 
used. Screed: Oall’em sardines, Quill: 
Why? Screed: Because that rhymes with 
marines. f 


Tw a small village in the south of Scot- 
land an elder in the parish church was one 
day reproving an old woman, who was 
rather the worse for liquor, by saying: 
‘Sarah, don’t you know that you should 
fly from the tempter?” 
well pleased): Flee yersel’. Elder: Oh, 
Sarah, I hav flown. Sarah: A well, I 
think ye’ll be nane the waur o’ anither 
flutter. 


A WESTERN minister’s farewell sermon to ` 


his congregation was pert and to the point. 
He said: ‘*I leave you, brethren, for three 
reasons. First, you do not love m 
did you would pay me.my salary. 
ou don’t love one another; if you did 
here would be more weddings and less 
fighting. Third, the Lord does not love 
you; if he did there would be more fu- 
nerals.”— Washington Star. 


if you 


Smazz Robert had one desire that tran- 
scended all others—namely, a bicycle. 
Now, Robert’s family are of a religious 
turn, and here was an opportunity to in- 
culcate devotion in the boy. So they told 
Robert if he prayed regularly perhaps God 
would send hima bicycle. Robert prayed. 
After he had been praying regularly for 
about a month or more the anniversary of 
his birth arrived, and the family decided 
it was about time to reward his devotion; 
but, thinking a bicycle might endanger 
the boy’s life, they bought him a tricycle. 
Small Robert came down on the morning 
of his birthday and was told that there was 
something out in the yard for him to look 
at. He went out to see, and there was the 
tricycle. But a tricycle was not what 
Robert wanted, and he looked up to heaven 
in disgust: ‘‘O Lord,” he said, reproach- 
fully. ‘‘O Lord, don’t you know the dif- 
ference between a bicycle and a tricycle?” 
—Boston Budget. 


HOW NOAH GOT DRUNK. 


Whin ould father Noah kim out av the ark 
He felt jist in the moind to go outona 


rk; 
But he hung round the bar-room, distriss- 
ful and sad, 
As if bh a for some one to trate him, be- 
ad. 


He’d laid in good stock, but the voyage 
bad been long, 
An’ a diet of codfish had made the thirst 


strong, 
An’ whin the ark struck ivery bottle was 


ry— 
There wa’nt a drap left of rum, burbin, or 
rye. 


An’ he said to himself: ‘It’s disgusted I 


am, 
Wid thim thaves av the world, Shem, Ja- 
phet, and Ham; 
Be the howly St. Patrick, they'll taste av 
the strap— 
Not to javo their ould father the smell ay a 
rap. 


“Sure I’m manely quandaried wid wather 
all round 

In which haythen people and craytures 
were drowned; 

„But altho’ wid the thirst I’m jist ready to 


sink, 
That’s a mixture that no dacint Christian 
can drink.” 


Jist then an archangel, who'd come down 
` from on high, 

To assist in expandin’ the bow in the sky, 

Drew, wid foine fellow-falin’, a flask from 


bis hip, 
An’ politely remarked: ‘‘Say, ould man, 
hav a nip?” 


Noah stuck his shillelah beneath his left 
arm: 

t‘ Sure your riverence has hit it,” says he, 
“to a charm; 

Not a sup hav I tasted—it’s truth that I 
say— 

“Since last night, an’ to-morrow will be the 
third day.” 


Thin he took a long pull, an’ he rolled up 


is eyes, 
An’ he smacked his ould lips, an’ exclaimed 
wid surprise: 
t: Such an illegant drink I ne’er tasted be- 


fore! 
Who the divil ’stilled that, now?—Yis, 
thank ye, once more!” 


Nosh tuk the resate, an’ meandered away, 

An’ wint on 8 roarer that very same day; 

But how, thin, did he come by the stuff, 
do you ask? 

The ould say-dog abstracted the arch- 

f angel’s flask! 


Sarah (not too | 


e: 
Second, f 


JOHN E. 


 REMSBURG’S 


WORKS. 


Abraham Lincoln: Was He A Christian? 


For fifteen yea s Mr. Remsburg has been- collecting material for his work, He presents 
an array of testimony that is irres stib.e and overwhe.ming, aud which must put this question 
at rest forever. In additio to the testim ny of twenty w. nesses who claim that.Lincoin wai 


a Christi n, and which is reviewed an i refuted, ,.e adduce | the testimony of more than a hun- 
dred witnesses in proof of the claimt1ac Linco n wa: nots sori tian. 


hese witnesses include 


his wife and other relatives; his th.e3_ taw partae s; his j,-1vate secretaries; members of his 
cabinet; his principal biographers, and scores of Lis most) tim te friends. 


i False Claims. 


Remsburg are: The 


Revi-ed and Enlargea 
As a Missionary Document it is uaexcelled. Amor ; the subjects considered by Mr. 
Shurch and Morality; Crim nal Statisz.cs. 

oners in the penitentiaries; the Church and Civilization; the 


show.ng the creeds of the pris- 
hurch and Science; the Church 


and Learning; the Churca and Liberty; tne C aurcn and the Antislavery Reform; the Woman's 


Rights Movement; the Temperance Reform; tho Church and the Republic. 


singly; 75 c:nts per dozen. 


Bible Morals. 
Scripvure; F.u.sehvod and Deception; 
tion; Murder; Wars of Congue t an | 
tion; Injustice to Wo nan; 


rance aud Idiocy; 
on larger quantities. 


Sabbath-Breaking. 


{ajy okindness 10 Children; 
Canniba.ivm; Slavery; Witchcraft; P lygamy; Intemperance; 
oscenity.. Prica, slugls copies, 25 cants; 6 copies, $1. Special discount 


This is the best and most thorough work 


Price, 10 cents 


Twenty Crimes and Vices Sanctioned by 
Chea ing; Theft and Robber 
Exter minatiosi Despotism; 


yi Adultery and Prostitu- 
Intolerance and Persecu- 
ruelty to Animals; Human Sacrifices; 


Poverty and Vagrancy; Igno- 


ever written on the Sabvath from a rational poiat of view. Large and handsome print. Ths 


testion is 


dis ussed under the fo lowin¢ 
abbath; the Chr:stian So ip'a es and the Sa bath; Examination of 


heads: Origin of tha Sabbatic Idea; the Jewish 


Sunday Argumeats; 


Ori_in of tha Christian Sabbath; Te; imony of t.3 Caristian Fathers; ths Sabbath during 


the 
Divines; Abrugation of Sunday La s. 


‘Image Breaker. 


doz., 4u cents. 
: Thomas Paine. 


Middle Ages; th. Pu-itan Sabbath; T-stim ny of Chris ian Reformers, Scholars, and 
i Price, x5 cents; 6 copies 61. 


Six Lectures: 
_ Deciine of Faith: Prot. s-ant Intolerance; Washington an Unbeliever; Jefferson an Un- 
believer; Paine and Wesley; Christian Sabbath. Eac. 


Tells the story of the Author-~Hero’s Life, 


5 cents; bound, paper, 25 cents; per 


delineates the leading traits of his character and genius, and vindicates his name from the 
a3persions Cast upon it. Choice extracts from * Commun Sense,” * Ameri~an Crisis,” ** Rights 
cf Man,” and“ Age of Reason.” are given; also, tributes to Paine’s character from more than 
one hundred noted persons of Europe and Amer ca, many of them written expressly for this 


work. Se:ond edition, 160 pages, prin’ 


d ou fine tinted 


aper, neatly bound, and containing a 


handsome steel portrait of Paine. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


The Apostle of Liberty. 


An address delivered in Paine Hall, bef.re the N. E. Freethinkers’ Convention, January 


29, 1884. Price, 10 cents. 
For all the above works address 


THE 
Truth Seeker Library. 
Published Monthly at $3 per Year. 
Issuzs or 1891.—$3. 


Price. 

Truth Seeker Annual, 1891..........essseene+ «80 25 
en, Women, and Gods. ar- 

T E E 

The Age ced Reason. Thomas Paine. Illus- ie 
TATE... see ees Wego meee erecta see res neeees 

Answers to Christian Questions. D. M. Ben- A 
NOG. iis. oases ce Secnecescce senses ecsese oe 

Christian Absurdities. John Peck » 20 

Victor Hugo's Oration on Voltaire............ 10 

The Crisis. Thomas Paine. Illustrated..... 40 

Sabbath Breaking. John E. Remsburg....... 25 
Travels in Faith from Tradition to Rea- 

.. 80n, Robert C. Adams.. . ð 
Strike of a Sex. George N. Miller.... 25 
My Religious Experience. Samue a 

60 
Infidel Death-Beds. Q. W. Foote......-...-.. 25 
Rights of Man. Thomas Paine. Ilustra- 
ted 40 
Was Chr 10 
Pulpit,. Pew, and Cradle. 

.,, dener 10 
Bible Morals. John E. Remsbur 25 
Awful Disclosures of Maria Monk... 50 
Pocket Theology. Voltaire 25 


Why D 


„cock, f 
Libert a Literature. 
a 


ATH... sececseesscssecccvcccccccsccaseece 40 
The Holy Bible Abridged..........+.2.seseease 80 
False aims of the Church. John E. 
Remsburg....... sessesesaseraneos A 10 
Issurs oF 1893.—$3. 
Thomas Paine Vindicated. Col. Robert 
«Ingersoll... .e..scecaseccasecesecacastes 15 
The Creation of God. Dr. Jacob Hart- 
| MADN........e.00s a njege'sce'nigs gels sandr ist 50 
Crimes of Preachers in the United States. 

M, E. Billings .......cceseceeseeers esassas 25 
Resurrection of Jesus...cscssseescecees 40 
Handbook of Freethought. W. 8. Bell 50 
Religion a Curse; xeligion a Disease; 

gion a Lie. 8. P. Putnam. . ..... 8 
Design Argument Fallacies. By Editor of 

Tae TRUTH SEERER............. ..-. 18 
Abraham Lincoln: Was He a Christian? 

Jobn E Remsburg. aiis ED 50 
Pen Pictures of the World’s Fair. Ius- 

trated. TIDAMN.....seseseeeeeeeee 25 
Common Sense. Thomas Paine. ........-... 15 
Examination of Prophecies. Thos. Paine.. 15 
Ploaspre and vrogress. Albert M. Lorentz, 5i 


During the year other standard Freethought 
works will be published and sent to subscribers 
ag they appear, — 5 

Yearly subscribers at $3 receive all the numbers 
published in one year. In ordering please say 
which year is desired. r 

Single numbers sold at prices quoted. 

THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Place. New York. 


GHOST OF ST. JOHNS. 


By M, BABCOCK, Price, 15 cents. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


HOLY CROSS SERIES. 


The Popes and Their Doings, Biograph- 
ical sketches of the most noted of these vicars 
of Christ and vicegerents of God,showing what 
they have done, and what kind of men they were. 
It contains very plain statements,in very un- 
varnished language, -nd theunmasking is com- 

lete,, proving them to have been cruel, in- 
riguing. and licentious men. Considering the 

- rapid growth of Catholicism in this country, 
this book cannot be too widely disseminated. 
Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


The Awfal Disclosures of Maria Monk, 
as exhibited in a narrative of her sufferings dur- 
ine her residence of five years as a novice, and 
two years as_a black nun, in the Hotel D eu 
Nunnery, at Montreal. Perhaps not any anti- 
Catholic book published has created more ex- 
citement. and had such a circulation as this 
work. To connteract its effects the Catholics 
circulated a story that Maria Monk was “na 
better than she should be,” but investigation 
disclosed that her “child of shame” was none 
other than the child of her priest-seducer. 
Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth 75 cents. 

Auricular Confession and Popish Nun- 
neries. By Wm. Hogan, for twenty-five 

ears a confessing priest. A revelation of the 
icentious practices of the priests and nuns in 
these religious brothels. ere is no question 
that Ex-priest Hogan knew the truth of the 
tales of vice, seduction, and infanticide he gives 
in this volume, and equally there is no question 
that if the people generally knew of them, Ca- 
tholicism would not be given the vast amounts 
of money now allowed it by our various city 
governments. Price, paper, 50 cents, cloth. 75 


cents. . 

The Priest in Absolution, A Review of 
the system of auricular confession, including 
copious extracts from the * Confessional Un- 
masked,” from, the “Master Key to Popery,” 
etc. The work is a protest against and an appeal 
to every American citizen to examine carefully 
and thoughtfully a religions system so invasive 
of privacy, so powerful for evil in licentious 
hands, so franght with danger to female mod- 
esty, to the ingenuous openness of youth, 
and to the freedom of thought, speech. and 
action. Price. paper, 25 cents. 

Priestly Celibacy Exposed A lecture by 
the Rey. Geo. Townsend Fox, of Durham, Eng- 
land. Revised American edition, showing the 
result in parishes of the Roman decree that 
priests shall not mary. Price, paper, 15 cents. 

Sister Lucy awd Her Awful Disclosares 
Respecting New Hall Convent, Bore- 
ham, Essex, England. Showing that convents 
are inimical to chastity, virtue, and freedom. 
Price, paper, 10 cents. 

THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York City. 


JU in a N utshell, 


A condensation of the fundamental arguments 
against Christianity. 


A Very Good Little Missionary Work. 


Price, 15 cents. Address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


PATENT FOR SALE! 
fee Gar 


ROLLER SLEL 


FOR SUMMER COASTING, . 


Patented October 21, 1893. is a complete success. 

y ten-year old boy or girl can guide it and 
stop it almost instantly, without touching the 
gr.und. Itcan be readily converted into a win- 
ter sled by removing the trucks. [ts construc- 
tion is simple and durable. It can be mauufac- 
tured ou vary little investment. Itis sure to be 
a great seller, North ani South. The patent is 
for sale by state, or counties. 

For particulars adress A. R. AYRES. 

2649 810 Broadway, Hannibal, Mo. 


“With Daughter's Babe Upon 
His Knees.” 


A new edition of that splendid prose poem, 
“Life,” by ‘the prince of orators,” Coi. R. Q. 
Ingersoll. It is larger and better than the old 
edition, and can be framed or vlaced upon the 
table as an ornament. Inthe center of the ard 
appear the portraits of the Colonel and the baby, 
surrounded by the prose poem, which has been 
truthfully described as, “ one of the masterpieces 
of the orator and poet. who now, as far as we 
know, stands alone in the living world.” Is will 
make a delightful present, and willbe a ouvenir 
not only of intellectua! greatness, but of arti-tic 
workmanshiv. I+ is printed on heavy board, gilt 
boveled edge. The size 18 12x16 inches, and the 
price only 76 cents, post-paid. 


The Freethinker s Badve-pin 


AND 

THE TRUTH SEEKER 
ONE YEAR, 

Will be sent for $4.50. The 


2.75 Pin and THE TRUTH 
EEKEB one year for $5. 


Ingersoll Souvenir Spoon 


AND 
THE TRUTH SEEKER 


7 ONE YEAR, 
Will be sent for $4.75. Sugar Spoons and Trura 
SEEKER, #5. Either kind (Tea or Sugar) Spoon 
gilt bowl, 50c. more, 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


WANTED — 500,000 Freethinkers to 
Richter’s Hotel, Cullman. Ala 

a Se 

EER aS 


l 5 Terms Easy. 


PA years’ experience Examinations and Re- 
ports free, Prompt attention, Send Drawing and de 
\eription to L. Bacarr & Mo Atty's Washington D» 


stop at 
6146 


THE 


«Otto Wettstein” WATCH. 


Perfected, new model, 16 jewels. full adjuatec 
to heat, cold, and position. beautiful double sunk 
dial, and all modern improvements; guaranteed 
a per,ect timer. Price, in silverine dust-proo: 
cases, $17; 4-ounce coin silver, $23. In best filled 
gold case, open-face, dust-proof, $26; hinged 
case, $28 to $30; hunting, $30 to $35; 14 carat, 
solid gold, #45 to 150. Nickel works, $2 more. 

Regular Grade American Watches.— 
Silverine case, 7 jewels, $6; 11 jewels, $7.50; 15 
jewels, $9; ditto, adjusted, $11; ditto, 17 jewels 
815. In finer cares, add as above. 

Laaies? American Gola Watches.—All 
latest styles. in plush cases; best fiiled, 7 jewels 
814; 11 Jewels, $15.20; 15 jewels, #20; 14 carat solid 
go , $10 more. Heavier, more elaborate, and 

iamond-set cases, from $5 to $100 more. 

_ All watches sent with written guarantee, kept 
in order 1 year, and after that time cleaned for $1 
and returned free. , 

Sundries. Lower grade nickel watches, $5. 
$4, and 83. Best spectacles, $1; best razor, $2; 
best triple-plated teaspoons, $1.80; table spoons 
$5.60; knives, $1.75; forks, $1.75; all for sets of 6. 
Solid silver spoons, $1.85 per ounce; solid silver 
1, 81.25, $1.50, 82 to 83. 
ngersoll.—Tea, $2.50; orange, 

gilt bowls, 50 cents more 


souvenir spoons. 

TneColonel 
$2.75; sugar, $3; 
Etched (teas only): 

“The Time to be Happy ts Now,” 
50 cents extra. 

The Torch of Reason Badge, solid gold, 
enameled in 5 colors, small pins, $2, $2.75, and 
$3.50. With diamonds, 85, $8. Large, $3. 84, 85, 
$15.. Charms, $8, $4, $5, 86, $7.50, 8'0, $15 $20, 830. 

Diamonds, 20 per cent. below market price. 
Send for price lists, cards in colors and gold of 
badge, tracts, etc., free. All goods prepaid (ex- 
cept Knives and forks) and cash refunded at op- 
tion. Watch cle:ned $ ann returned free. 

OTTO W. TTSTEIN, Rochelle, Lil. 

P.8.—The “Ingersoll Souvenir Spoon” free 

with every $20 order. 5 with $100 order. 


f charges, 

oe Varico- 

cele, Mentaland Physical Debility 
and who are desirous of being cured. a 
ooklet will be sent to their address for 


= i W 
ward Applications positive cure—the only rem- 


edy of the 
DR. R. P, FELLOWS, 


cess, Address, 
Sav where vou saw this adver Vineland. N. 4. 


7- I wish to say that I am an out-and-out 
LIBERAL, and I trust he Freethinkers of the land 
will give me their patronage and not waste their 
time and money on Christian doctors.—Dr. Fel- 
lows. 
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So I went in and saw; and behold every form of creeping things, and abomivable beasts, and all the idols 
of the house of Israel, portrayed upon the wall round about.—Ezek. viii, 10. 


ANEW DISCOVERY IN ELECTRICITY. 


Within the Reach of All. 
T:E SECRET OF TRANSFUSION FOUND AT LAST! 


The s mplest of all devices conducts ozone, oxygen, and medicine from a saturated sponge, 
through the tissues, into the bloot, to the seat of disease. How is this done? By Electro. 
endosmosis. What is that? Read our pamphlet: that will tell you. You will find explanation and 
evidence there that electro-endos mosis produces molecular changes that restore the organs and re- 

avenate thes stem. Tumors, cancer, rhsumatism, consumpiion, etc.—diseases that might never 
avè been cured by any other me:hod, succumb at once to this treatment. It is the only treat- 
ment that cuts shortthe duration of typhoid fever, d: stroys the germs of diphtheria, supplies oxygen 
to the lunes in asthma, produces sleep in insomnia, cures nervous prostration, disease of the kiduevs, 
.constipation, neuralgia, headache; reduces the pulse and temperature in one hour in acute fever, 
etc. Hach battery is warranted to produce the requisite Thermo-Ga vanic current for two years, or 
refilled without expense. It is not a cure-all, ont it has cured these. A caseof medicine th t anyone 
can understand «nd use, is included in the cutät. Inva ips: A trial will convince you! Payst- 
orars: This is a matter of interest and importance to you! AGEnts: You, can sell one in every 


Deutfdye Sreigeift-Biidyer. | 


4 


Wier haben folgende Bücher in 
Deufcher Sprache welche fehr berühmt find. 
s Die Frethiimer Mofes,” 
Eine Fritifche Beleuchtung des Pentateuch fiir 
Widerfpruch zur modernen Weltan- 
{hauung und Gefittung. 
von Col. R. ©. Ingerfoll, Preis 50 Cents. 


Das Weib and ihre Stellung zur 
Religion und Hirde am Ende 


deg 19. Jahrhunderts. 
von Helene H. Gardener, Preig 50 Cents. 


household! PARENTS 


‘Moderne Gatterdimmerung, A SHORT 
von Gol. R. G. Ingerfoll, Preis 25 Cents. HISTORY OF THE BIBLE, 


ss Wunder nnd Wunderthater, 
von John Ped, Preis 20 Cents. 


A Popular Account of the Formatlon and Development 
of the Canon, 


By BRONSON D. KEELER. 


s, Glaube und Berunnft,” 
oder LE BON SENS. 
des romtfch-Fatolifden Priefters Jean Meslier- 
Nach dem franzöifhen Original iberfegt von 
Frainulein Anna Knoop. 

301 Seiten, Leinwand, $1.00, Papier, 50 Cts. 
Diefe Biicher find in Papier Umfdlag und 
Haren Druck. UUnfere Dentfchen Lefer 
follten es weit verbreiten. 


Ybdreffire, “The Truth Seeker,” 


28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, New York. 


Contents: The Hebrew Canon. The New Tes- 
tament. The Early Controversies. The Books at 
First Not Considered Inspired. Were the Fathers 
Competent? The Fathers Quoted ag Scripture 
Books Which are Now Oailed Apocryphal. The 
Heretics. The Christian Canon. 

Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


L. K. Washburn’s Works, 


Sunday and the Sabbath. ‘‘A law regu- 
lating human conduct on the Sabbath is an im- 
pertinence.” Price, 10 cents. 

The False Teaching of the Christian 
Church. ‘‘The Thirty-nine Articles of 
the Christian church are thirty-nine poor, 
broken-down opinions.” Price, 10 cents., 

The Foolishness of Prayer. ‘‘T. 
aminister’s praying God_to kill grassho 
or trying to induce the Deit 
crusade of one against the 
Price, 10 cents. 7 

Followers of Jesns. Price, 10 cents. 


Spiritnalism: Is It a Faith or a Fact? 
rice, 5 cents. 
Price, 10 cents, 


URVEYORS, ATTENTION! 


A rare chance is offered fora surveyor to get a 


TRANSIT CHEAP. 


We have one for sale, in good order, with 
Tripod, which cost $160. We will seil it for 
half-price—$80. Address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


of 
ers, 
to undertake a 
colorado beetle!” 


Religious Problems. 

Was Jesus Insane? Price, 10 cents. 

The Public Schools and the Catholic 
Church. Price, 5 cents, 


Agent’s profits permonth _ Will prove 
it or pay forfeit. New art'cles just out. 
A $1.00 sample and terms free. Try us. 
CHIDESTER & Sox, 26 Bond Rt., N. Y. 


CHEAP EDITION. 


1346 SA Š 
Travels in Faith. 

Col. R. G. Ingersoll’s e e Sone 
ARGUMENT Being the story of his mental journey from 


orthodoxy to Rationalism. 
Price, paper, 25 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


THOMAS PAINE; 
WAS HE JUNIUS? 


By W. H. BURR. 
Second edition, enlarged to 32 pages; with the 
engraved likeness of Paine. Price,10 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


IN THE 


Reynolds Blasphemy Trial, 


At Morristown, N. J. 


This is the greatestargument ever made in & case 
of this kind, and will be a model for the Bar so 
long as the Christians use force to repress free 
speech. Its legal acumen is unsurpassed, its elo- 
quence never equaled. Wherever Christian per- 
secution is going on this argument should be 
freely circulated, read to the Christians, and ex- 
pounded on every occasion. 

In paper, 25 cents; in cloth, 50 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


It is your duty to have it always at hand! Consultation free. Describe your 
symptoms. Send for our pamphlet. 8. R B 


ECKWITH, 114 Fifth Ave., New York city. 


Darwin and After Darwin 


An Exposition of the Darwinian Theory. 
By Groraz J. ROMANES. 


As stematic Exposition of what may be termed 
the Darwinism of Darwin, and intended to be of 
service to the general reader rather than to pro- 
fessed naturalists. 

Mr. Romanes is well known as one of the most 
interesting of English writers upon evolution, 
besides ranking with Professor Huxley in scien- 
tific knowledge and ability. And this is a part of 
his conclusion regarding the great subject of 
Design, to which the church so often refers: 
“Thus whether we look to the facts of adapta- 
tion or to those of beauty, everywhere through- 
out organic nature we meet with abundant 
evidence of natural causation, while nowhere do 
we meet with any independent evidence of 
supernatural design. ,« « „Adaptation and 
beauty are alike receiving their explanation at 
the hands of a purely mechanical philosophy. . . 
All nature has thus been transformed before the 
view of the present generation in a manner and 
to an extent that has never before been possible: 
and inasmuch as the change which has taken 
place has taken plave in the direction of natural. 
ism, and this to the extent of rendering thie 
mechanical interpretation of nature universal, if 
is no wonder if the religipus mind has suddenly 
awakened to a new, and a terrible force in ths 
words of its traditional enemy—W here is now 
thy Goat, a 

ustrated. 
Ad 


& 


Price, cloth, #2. 
dress,’ ‘THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


BOOKS BY 
PROF. FELIX L. OSWALD. 


The Bible of Nature: A Contribution 
to the Religion of the Future. Cloth, $1. | | 
The Secret of the East; or, The Origin 
of the Christian Religion and the Significance 

of its Rise and Decline. Cloth, $1. - 
Physical Edneaiion 3 or, The Health-Laws 
of Nature. Cloth, 81. 
Household Remedies for the Prevalent 
Disorders of the Human Organism. Cloth, $1. 
Zoological Sketches: A Contribution to 
the Outdoor study of Natural History. Illus- 


trated by H. Faber. oth 8. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette place. New York. 


Is Controversy Dangerous? 


By W. F. JAMIESON. 


This little book goes down to the very bed- 
rock of human liberty. 


| Price, - - - 25 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Jf ews of the Deck. 


Tue majority for woman suffrage i2 


Colorado was 6,847. f 


In Paris Napoleon I. is the hero of the 
hour in books and the drama. 


Tar Harvard Board of Overseers has 
made the Woman’s Annex a part: of the 
University proper. f 


Tm Manchester ship canal—connecting 
Liverpool and Manchester, England—was 
formally opened Dee. 7. 


Tue New York. Academy of Medicin 
protests against the wholesale free vaccina- 
tion which the Board of Health has been 

oing. 


A PETITION against medical monopoly is 
in circulation in New York. It will be 
presented to the legislature at its coming 

ession. 


PROFESSOR TyNDALL’s death was: caused 
by an overdose of chloral, given by Mrs. 
Tyndall, who thought she was presenting 
magnesia. 


Great suffering among Russian peas- 
ants. Owing to tariff war with Germany 
they hav been compelled to sell their grain 
at half price. 


Miss Grorerana F. Purnam, the colored 
teacher of Brooklyn, deposed some months 
since, has been restored to the head of her 
department. 


Faocrory Inspector CONNOLLY, of New 
York, has decided that children under 
fourteen cannot work in brickyards, nor 
any children before 7 a.M. 


Tue Jesuits in-Germany are more flour- 
ishing than elsewhere, supposedly due to 
the fact that their establishments hav been 
officially closed for so many years.. > 


Tue British ship Jason, nine months 
from Calcutta to Boston, was wrecked on 
Cape Cod December 6th. Of her crew 
of twenty-five, only one was saved. 


Governor Warre, of Colorado, is going 


to call an extra session of the legislature 
to consider the silver question. He is not 


| generally sustained by his own party. 


. Tue United States District Court at 
Omaha denied the application of the re- 
ceivers of the. Union Pacific railroad for 
an order fixing their salaries at $18,000 


‘each per annum. 


Gry. Erra Hunton was nominated by 
the Democratic caucus for the short term 
for United States Senator from Virginia 
and Thomas S. Martin for the long term, 
beginning March 4, 1895. 


Tue Chilian government has indorsed 
the claims of the South American Steam- 
ship Company for ‘$225,772 against the 
United States, damages for the seizure of 
the steamship Itata during the last Chilean 
war. 


SALINA, Kan., this month hears a quad- 
rangular debate on political issues, Gen- 
eral Caldwell represents the Republicans, 
David Overmeyer the Democrats, Mrs. 
Leaso the Populists, and John P. St. John 
the Prohibitionists. 


J. R. Sovereren, new master workman 
of the Knights of Labor, declares himself 
in favor of the free coinage of gold and 
silver, at the ratio of 16 to 1.-against the 
veto power of the president and in favor 
of the initiativ and referendum. 


Tex poor of Chicago are very destitute. 
The number of unemployed is phenome- 
nally large. The Catholic churches of 
the North side hav been thrown open to 
the suffering, and the Protestant pastors 
hav rented a hall for the same purpose. 


On December 9th a bomb was thrown 
from a gallery into the French Chamber 
of Deputies by an Anarchist, who was sub- 
sequently arrested and confessed his deed. 
A large number of people were injured, in- 
cluding several deputies and the would-be 
assassin. ; 


Tax symbolical and physiological dance 
called the ‘‘Danse du Ventre” has been 
driven out of New York, the perform- 
ers being heavily fined. One of the po- 
licemen who testified against them could 
not tell the location of the stomach, which 
he said the dancers ‘‘ extorted.” 


DisoRDERLY houses in New York are 
being raided by the police, under the 
stimulus applied by Rev. Dr. Parkhurst 
and his society. The keepers and inmates 
are fined or sent to Blackwell’s Island, 
while the male patrons who are caught in 
the dragnet are released, as is customary. 


In Danbury, Conn., the town meeting 


. voted $50,000 for the relief of workmen 


out of employment. This was done by 
the hatters, who are in the majority. The 
manufacturers did not oppose the appro- 
priation, saying that as they own but 
one-thirteenth of the taxable property 
they can stand the tax if the others can, 
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RNING AN ANCIENT PAGAN FESTIVAL. 


3 FEW ITEMS CONCE 


A FEW ITEMS CONCERNING AN ANCIENT PAGAN FESTIVAL 
Old Testament Stories MONEY FOUND. 


b ee Halabi’ Q 
é : | Absolutely eliable Qov- 
| Comically Illustrated. pment Sans Fstaklshodin 
Ba ; by the Whole People. 


/ T W ILL By HON. THOMAS E. HILL, 


of Be Manual of Social and Business Forms,’ 


IT WILL The ike of erent servicoto the world. 
aA tede Bill has given several years of čaro. 
MAKE you CORNER Inagoy chat may At immediately into, present 


methods of doing business and be easily intro- 
duced and universally adopted, , 
This book is “just in time.” is an absolutely 
original took from the beginning to the end, is a ` 
TH E good-sized volume in clear type, and is the clear- 
est exposition of money, uses of money, causes of 
money panics and remedies for the same, ever 
published. Orders are rapidly coming in and we 


LAUGH. 


P A R S 0 N ; want yours. Send twenty-five cents tor copy 
e Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
THE BOOK TAAT STARTED THE REFER- 
By WATSON HESTON. ENDUM MOVEMENT. 


e re Stories H a Aei and Authenticity of tne BQO Pases. 200 Peli ase | DIRECT LEGISLATION 
Old Testament—A Page of Text to Each Picture. ictures, By Ake mesa coe i thë 
9 


CONTENTS: d His H s By J. W. SULLIVAN. 
Sustaining a Theory, Jacob and Esau, Jephthah and His Human Sacriree. 2 Address T 
Some Giants, ? Joseph the Man of Dreams, Samson the Strong, Price, 2 cents. Address TEE TRUTH SEEEER. 
The Adventures and Work ef Noah, Holy Moses, __ Ruth and Boaz, 2 
A Hunting Anecdote, Balaam the Diviner, Unstable as Water, God Shall Not Excel, | Controvers Dan erou 9? 
Abraham, Christ's Great Ancestor, Bloody Joshua, ` David, God's Favorite, . $ y g i 
A Queer Family, The Campaign of Deborah and Barak Some Stories from the Book of Kings, By W. F. JAMIESON 
feaac and His “Sister,” ; Against Jabin and Sisera, Adventures of the Prophets, ; v W. E. ` 
Ono of Twins, General Gideon. Jonah the Truthful Sailor. This little book goes down to the very bed- 
Boards, illuminated covers, $1; cloth, gilt side stamp, $1.50. me rock of human liberty. Shae 
rice, - - - cents. 
= Address THE TRUTH SEEKER O00. its, Ciba Gaon eeeeae. 
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The Most Magnificent Work Ever Published by the Freethought 


FourHundred Yearsof Freethought. 


BY SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. i 


Press. 


The object of this work is to present the Course of Freethought throughout the Civilized World for 
the last Four Centuries, from the time of Columbus and Bruno to the time of Ingersoll. 

It will be a radical Historic Record of the Greatest Developments of the Human Race. 

It will reveal Freethought as an Intellectual, Moral, Literary, Social, Industrial, and Political 


Movement. 


It will show what Freethought is in itself and how manifold are its influences, and with what . 


hope and promise we can hail its future trinmph. 


“Four Hundred Years of Freethought” will Embrace the most Illustrious Pages 
of Human History, 


adorned with the brightest Genius, radiant with the most splendid Poetry, rich with the greatest Inven- 
tions and Discoveries and ennobled with Freedom’s most shining advance. 
Nothing Can be More Interesting, 
more inspiring to the Pioneer Workers of to-day—to those who are still in the van for Human Rights and 
Progress. The struggle is not ended and what is already won must be carefully guarded. Eternal vigi- 
lance is the price of liberty ; and from the Past we must ever learn Great Lessons for the Future. 
NO LIBERAL CAN AFFORD TO BE WITHOUT THIS BOOK. 
It will contain the Greatest Thoughts and the Greatest Deeds of the Greatest Men 
In One Harmonious and Magnificent Whole, 
a vivid picture of man’s sublimest evolution, with the added glory of 
l WOMAN’S EMANCIPATION 

from the chains and slavery of a barbaric creed and church. 

THE FIRST PART of the book will deal with Freethought as a Universal Power, as a Spirit, a 
Method, a prevailing but unorganized Influence in every Department of Human Growth. 

THE SECOND PART will deal with Freethought as an Organized Movement, especially in America 
and Europe; and this history is of equal importance with the first, and should be justly understood 


and the Pioneers of our work recognized. 
\ The first part will embrace the following Grand Departments: 


Philosophy.| Science. | Education and Literature. Government and Politics. , Woman’s Emancipation. 
Bruno. Copernicus. Ethics. Boccaccio. Lessing. Voltaire. Gam betta. Madame Roland. * 
Spinoza. Galileo. Bacon. Rabelais. Schiller. Rousseau. Castelar. Mary Wollstoncraft, 
Descartes. | Kepler. Comenius. Cervantes. Goethe. French Salon. Bradlaugh. | Harriet Martineau. 
Locke. Da Vinci. | Pestalozzi. Marlowe. George Sand. | French Revo- Garrison. Frances Wright. 
Hume. Newton. Froebel. Shakspere. George Eliot. lution. Phillips. Lucretia Mott. 
Hobbs. Humboldt. | Combe. Gibbon. Victor Hugo. | Thomas Paine. Parker. Ernestine L. Rose. 
Kant. Lyell. Spencer. Burns. Emerson. Jefferson. Sumner. Lydia Maria Child. 
Hamilton. | Darwin. Owen. Shelley. Heine. Mazzinni. Lincoln. Margaret Fuller. 
Comte. Tyndall. Holyoake. Byron. Thoreau. Bentham. Bakounine. | Elizabeth Cady Stanton. 
Biichner. Huxley. Haeckel. Pushkin. Whitman. Mill. , Warren. Susan B. Anthony. 
Feuerbach. Girard Tcherny- Ingersoll. Garabaldi. Petrofsky. Matilda Joslyn Gage. 
Lick. chewsky. Heinzen. Helen H. Gardener. 


Annie Besant. 
THE PORTRAITS OF THESE ILLUSTRIOUS REFORMERS 


in every domain of Human Thought and Progress will adorn the pages of this volume. 

The Second Part of this volume will be devoted especially to organized Freethought and the Liberal 
Press in modern times. The Truth Seeker, Investigator, Ironclad Age, Secular Thought, Freethinkers’ Maga- 
zine, Independent Pulpit, Lucifer, the Freethinker, Agnostic Journal, etc. 

It will give a history of the 


GREAT INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS 


at Chicago, the Freethought Federation of America, the American Secular Union, the various state and 
local organizations, the Canadian Secular Union, the British Secular Union, and other Liberal associations 
throughout the world. 

It will contain the portraits of those who, up to the present time, have been identified with Free- 
thought work—editors, lecturers, officers of societies, and those who, as representative men, have won dis- 
tinction in other fields of effort. There will be the portraits of 
George E. Macdonald, Capt. R. C. Adams, 

E. M. Macdonald, John R. Charlesworth, 


L. K. Washburn, Samuel P. Putnam, 
Ernest Mendum, John E. Remsburg, 


Dr. E. B. Foote, Sr., 
Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., 
Prof. J. H. Cook, 

E. H. Heywood, 


Susan H. Wixon, 

Mrs. Charles Watts, 

Mrs. Robert C. Adams, 
- Mrs. M. A. Freeman, 


Horace Seaver, 
J. P. Mendum, 
D. M. Bennett, 
Parker Pillsbury, 


Elizur Wright, Charles Watts, Franklin Steiner, Otto Wettstein, Katie Kehm Smith, 
T. O. Leland, Q. W. Foote, J. D. Shaw, Stephen Pearl Andrews, Lucy N. Colman, 
T. B. Wakeman, Saladin, E. A. Stevens, James Parton, Lilian Leland, 
Judge C. B. Waite. J. R. Monroe, H. L. Green, Abner Kneeland, | Amy Post. 


and other men and women who have contributed to the advancement of Freethought and whose names 
should be remembered throughout the Liberal ranks. There will also be about 


ONE HUNDRED BIOGRAPHIES, - 


and in these will be given a picture of Freethought progress which will be most interesting and valuable, 
for it is in individuals that we find the best interpretations of the age. f 


Tne Price of This Superb Book is $5.00, 


and not for the same amount of money can there be found such an array of facts, such a survey of history, 
and such a galaxy of Freethought. 

_.., Mr. Putnam is now devoting his whole time to this work and it will be published at the earliest 
possible moment. 
The name of every Subscriber who sends five dollars before the work is on the press 
be enrolled in this book. DON’T. FAIL TO SUBSCRIBE AT ONCE. 
This book will contain 
Over Six Hundred Pages of Printed Matter and Over One Hundred Portraits. 


ït will be elegantly bound. It wiil be a book for the home and the fireside. It will be a book to give to 
your friends when they ask, What is Freethought—what has it done and what is it doing in the world? 
«2 This is the most universal presentation of Freethought ever given to the public, and no Freethinker 
can afford to be without it. It is a library in itself. 
Address orders to THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette place, New York. 
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HOW TO GET 


|FOUR HUNDRED YEARS 


OF FREETHOUGHT 


FREE 


SPECIAL OFFER. 


We have made arrangements with 
Mr. Putnam whereby we are enabled 
to make our friends a most generous 
offer. 

We need more subscribers to Tux 
TRUTH SEEKER, and every Freethinker 
needs “ Four Hundred Years of Free- 
thought.” Not all are able to pay $5 
for it, but everyone can do a little 
work to obtain a copy — congenial 
work, that will do great good all 
around. This is the offer: 


Send us Four New 
Yearly Subscribers at 
regular rates ($12 in 
all), and we will send 
the Getter-up of the 
Club a copy of “FOUR 
HUNDRED YEARS OF 
FREETHOUGHT,”. 
FREE OF CHARGES, 


And further, to ad our friends iu 
getting this book for themselves, we 
will offer 
To the New Subscribers as a 

Premium, 
post free, a copy in boards of 


Old Testament Stories 


Comically Illustrated 
By WATSON HESTON, 


THE GREATEST BOOK OF ITS KIND E 
CONCEIVED. 

Or, if preferred, a copy cloth-bound of 
W. S. BELL’S l 

Handbook of Freethought. . 

With these Splendid Works as pre- 
miums there ought to be no difficulty 
in getting hundreds of clubs of sub- 
scribers. 

Remember, to the Getter-up of The Club, 
ag HUNDRED YEARS OF FREETHOUGAT, 
ree, 

To each New Subscriber in the club, a pre- 
mium of a Dollar Book—either “Old Testament 
Stories Comically Illustrated,’ or W. S. Bell’s 
“Handbook of Freethought,’ in Cloth—all free. 
hy post or express. 


This really brings the price of the 


paper down to $2 to each new sub- 


scriber, as they get THe TRUTH SEEKER: 
one year and a dollar book for $3. 


A Club of Four New Sub- 
scribers and $12 ($3 only 
from each) does this. 


. We want to extend our circulation, 
and we want to help our friends to 
help us. 

It ought not to be difficult to get 
four New Subscribers in any town in 
the country, especially with these 
Splendid Premiums to assist. 

Those who get up these Clubs will 
receive their copies of “ Four Hundred 
Years of Freethought” as soon as the 
book is issued. 

Those who send a Club and 
Four New Subscribers. and 
$12 before the book is printed, 
will have their names en- -` 


| rolled in its shining pages. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER‘ 
28 Lafayette Place, 
f NEW YORK. 
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THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


FOUNDED BY D. M. BENNETT. 


E. M, MAODONALD, Editor and Manager. 


28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, NEW YORK. 


SATURDAY, - - - - DECEMBER 23, 1893, 


SUBSCRIPTION RATES; 


Single subscription, in advance.........sccccecccccrecacssenees $3 00 
One subscription two years, in advance........ceccsesseceeseee Š OO 
TWO NOW SUDSOVIDELS...... ccc cc cees cceseees sees naaaeeeasaaaasece 5 00 


One subscription with one new subscriber, in oneremittance. 5 00 
One subscription with two new subsoribers, in one remit- 


One subscription with four new subscribers, in one remit- 
tance 

Any number over five at the same rate, invariably with one 
remittance. 


Money should be sent by express company’s money order, 
postal order. draft on New York, or by registered letter. 
Address communications and make drafts, checks, post-ofice 
and express money orders payable to E. M. MACDONALD, 

28 Larayette place, New York. 


SPECIAL NOTICE.—We shali be obliged to our 
readers if they will send us the name and address of 
any Freethinker who is not a regular subscriber. 


SOME HANDSOME PREMIUMS. 


To induce new subscriptions and prompt renew- 
als on the part of our friends we make the follow- 
ing handsome premium offers: 


For $6.50 we will send Taz Trura SEEKER one 
year ($3) and S. P. Putnam’s “Four Hundred 
Years of Freethought” ($5). By taking advantage 
of this or our Free offer of the book (see opposit 
page) there is no reason why every Freethinker in 
the country should not possess this splendid work. 


For $5 we will send Taz Trvra SEEKER one 
year ($3) and “Paine’s Great Works Complete” 
($3). This edition of Paine’s works contains a 
picture of Paine, of the statue proposed to be 
erected in Chicago, and of his monument in New 
Rochelle. 


For $5 we will send Tms Trurm SEEKER one 
year ($3) and “The World’s Sages, Thinkers, and 
Reformers” ($3). By D. M. Bennett. 


For $4.50 we will send Tux Trurs SEEKER one 
year ($3) and James B. Alexander’s Dynamic The- 
ory ($2.75). This is a splendid offer, for every one 
wants this book. It has over a thousand large 
pages and more than four hundred illustrations. 
It is a digest of Science, and every one who studies 
it cannot help but be well-informed in all scientific 
matters. 

For $4.50 we will send Taz Trurn Szexzr one 
year ($3) and “The Freethinker’s Pictorial Text- 
Book ” in cloth ($2.50). 

For $4 we will send Tue Trora SEEKER one year 
($3) and “ The Freethinker’s Pictorial Text-Book” 
in boards ($2). 

For $4 we will send Tas TRUTH SEEKER one year 
($3) and a copy of “ Old Testament Stories Comic- 
ally Illustrated,” in cloth covers ($1.50). 


For $3.50 we will send Tas Trura SEEKER one 
year ($3) and “Old Testament Stories Comically 
Illustrated,” in board covers ($1). 

This is a splendid opportunity to obtain books 
which every Liberal desires to hav, at an exceed- 
ingly low price. Old and new subscribers can 
avail themselvs of it, and we shall be glad if our 
present readers will call the attention of their 
friends to the values offered. 


“ Applied Christianity.” —III. 

The National Reform Association originated in 
the idea that “the great original sin of our nation 
consisted in adopting our National Constitution 
without any distinct recognition of God, Christ, or 
the Divine law—in setting up our national govern- 
ment in the name of the new deity ‘we the people,’ ” 
to quote the words of Rev. John Alexander, the 
“father” of the Association. On Feb. 3, 1863, a 
convention “for prayer and Christian conference” 
was held at Xenia, Ohio. To this convention Mr. 
Alexander submitted a paper elaborating the before- 
stated idea and suggesting that the preamble to the 
National Constitution be amended so that it would 
read as follows, the amendatory words in brackets: 

‘ We, the people of the United States [recognizing the 
being and attributes of Almighty God, the divine author- 
ity of the holy scriptures, the law of God as the para- 
mount rule, and Jesus the Messiah, the Savior, and the 
Lord of all], in order to form a more perfect union, es- 
tablish justice, insure domestic tranquillity, provide for 
the common defense, promote the general welfare, and 
secure the blessings of liberty to ourselvs, and our pos- 
terity, do ordain and establish this constitution for the 
United States of America.” 

The paper was referred to a committee consist- 
ing of one member from each of the eleven denomi- 
nations represented in the Convention, which in- 
cluded delegates from seven states. This committee 
reported that it “approved the spirit and objects of 
the paper.” In his paper Mr. Alexander had also 
suggested that steps be taken to secure unity of 
action by the press and the pulpit and by 
memorials “that the Christian patriotic sentiment 
of the nation may be brought to bear upon all 
citizens—on Congress and the state legislatures, 
to secure the adoption of the constitutional amend- 
ment that may be proposed.” From that day to 
this “Christian patriotic sentiment” has been 
brought to bear upon state legislatures, upon Con- 
gress and the courts, and with such force that 
within two years the Supreme Courts of several 
states hav affirmed the constitutionality of Sunday 
laws, Congress has, by an overwhelming majority, 
attached a Sunday-closing amendment to the 
World’s Fair appropriation bill, and the Supreme 
Court of the United States has unanimously decided 
that “this is a Christian nation.” Hav not the 
National Reformers very substantial reasons for 
feeling encouraged ? 

It will not hav escaped the understanding of ob- 
servant readers that this movement was from the 
first a religious rebellion against the sovereignty of 
the people. The principle that “we the people” 
are the source of all just government was distinctly 
repudiated by Mr. Alexander and his associates. 

The conflict between the secular and the theo- 
cratic theories of government manifested itself im- 
mediately. In Xenia and Cincinnati the clergy did 
not giv much encouragement to the enterprise, and 
so the Reformers made Pittsburg and Allegheny 
the centers of their propaganda. Of the attitude 
of Allegheny’s three Presbyterian seminaries Mr. 
Alexander says: 

t The representativs of the seminary of the great Pres- 
byterian church seemed to base their opposition princi- 
pally upon their approval of the secular theory of civil 
government, and those of the other seminaries based 
their approval upon the Christian theory of civil govern- 
ment, to wit: That civil government is the ordinance of 
God as truly as the church is the ordinance of God, 


Subsequently Dr. Wilson of the Presbyterian seminary 
Cordially espoused our cause.” 


There can be no doubt that as the Association 
and its allied societies grow stronger and their po- 


J litical victories more numerous, the scruples of 


multitudes of Christians will grow weaker and 
many who thirty, or twenty, or ten years ago, op- 
posed the God-in-the-Constitution movement will 


align themselvs in its ranks. To sincere Chris- 
tians no appeal could be stronger than “He that is 
not for me is against me,” and they will be told that 
if they ally themselvs with Infidels to support a 
Godless government, they are against Jesus and his 
kingdom. And of course time-servers and politi- 
cians need no more alluring inducement than that 
of success or promised success to carry them into 
the crusade for Christianizing our constitutions 
and statutes. That activ Christian opposition—ex- 
cept that of the Adventists—to the monarchal 
reaction has never since been so pronounced as it 
was when the reaction set in we hav the testimony 
of Mr. Alexander, who says: 

“The arguments in favor of ‘the Christian state’ as 
being God’s ideal of civil government amoug men were 
so conclusiv in these assemblies in 1863 and 1864 that 


since that time we hav heard but few objections to them 
in our meetings.” 


Following these initiatory and educativ meetings 
at Xenia and Pittsburg came the convention of 
Jan. 27, 1864, at Allegheny City, when the perma- 
nent organization of the National Reform Associa- 
tion was effected. The headquarters was removed 
to Philadelphia, and there prominent divines of the 
Covenanter, Presbyterian, and Episcopal churches 
early identified themselvs with the work of the 
Association. Here the Christian Statesman was 
published until two years ago, when it was removed 
to Pittsburg, the present headquarters of various 
theocratic societies, including that of the National 
Reformers. 

There can be no doubt that to this Association is 
to be attributed the greater part of the influence 
which secured the Sunday-closing of the Centennial 
Exposition at Philadelphia, in 1876. It had from 
the first the zealous assistance of many men prom- . 
inent in education, literature, politics, and jurispru- 
dence. Among its vice-presidents for. many years 
was Justice Story of the United States Supreme 
Court. “At the annual meeting of 1888 one hun- 
dred and twenty-three vice-presidents were found 
to be enrolled from thirty-two states or territories 
of our country, not one of whom is enrolled with- 
out his-personal consent,” says Mr. Alexander. 

«Christian Sociology” is now being taught in 
their schools by these advocates of theocracy, and we 
can easily conceive that thoseinstructed therein will 
be the bitterest enemies of the secular republic and 
the most remorseless foes of rational thought and 
humane institutions. Desperate efforts are being 
made to unite the various branches of Protestant- 
ism, that the retrograde march to kingly rule may 
be accelerated. To quote again from Mr. Alexan- 
der: 

‘ When this unity is secured the combined Christian 
patriotic sentiment of the nation will become practically 
omnipotent, and so irresistible that ali great national re- 
forms may be made successful, and ‘Sunday mails,’ Sun- 
day trains, and ‘Sunday newspapers’ may all by the 
power and force of law and public sentiment be controled 
and made subservient to the Chr stian patriotic senti- 
ment of the nation.” 


The historian of the Association, from whom we 
hav quoted in this article, declares that the two 
greatest obstacles which the National Reform 
movement has encountered is the secular theory of 
government which “is so intrenched in many 
minds and churches,” and “the deep veneration 
almost akin to idolatry in which the Constitution is 
held by the American people.” Freethinkers of to-day 
may well be glad that religious liberty is safe- 
guarded by the teachings of the Freethinkers of 
the Revolution. It is gratifying to be assured by 
the would-be destroyers of the temple of justice that 
they hay run against the abattis and stumbled into 
the moat wisely put about it by Paine and Jefferson 
and their compeers who were taught by the great 
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Infidels of France and warned by the fearful deeds Sunday Work and Sunday Laws. 
of the state-churches of past ages. Our danger 
consists in the optimism of Liberals, Christian ig- 
norance of, and antagonism to, the Secular theory, 
and the lamentable tendency of our courts to ex- 
plain away and nullify the best provisions of the 
Constitution when asked so to do by the priest-led 
majority. 

The amendment to the Constitution which the 
Reformers seek is but the first step in their program. 
Once they get the amendment any Christian law 
will be constitutional, and any tyranny possible. 
Mr. Alexander says: 


“I would suggest that as the kingship of Christ and the 
supremacy of his law is the central idea from which all 
our proposed reforms logically emanate, we should now 
crystallize all onr attainments in efforts to hay our Con- 
stitution amended; as, uvon the principle that thegreater 
contains the less, an amendment, proclaiming the author- 
ity of Christ over all men and nations, would be an ac- 
knowledgment of his kingship, and furnish an unanswer- 
able argument in our fundamental law for the preserva- 
tion of our Christian Sabbath and for all the other re- 
forms which we advocate.” 


It was unanimously voted by ihe Saratoga con- 


exactions of capital. 


caste to catch the unwary. 


religicn or of rest. 


the day for the prosecution of his labors? 


Barrels of ink and millions of reams of paper are 
being wasted in a futil attempt to prove that Sun- 
day laws are necessary to protect labor from the 
Christian sociologists are 
more than anxious to smuggle their holy day into 
the laws under the name of rest day, and a minority of 
the wage-workers and here and there an unassigned 
gentleman like Dr. Westbrook hav eaten of the 
ecclesiastical gulls’ seed scattered by the priestly 


A Sunday law is a Sunday law, regardless of 
whether it is enacted and enforced in the name of 
Its punishments are equally 
painful whether inflicted by the lash of ecclesi- 
astical or of civil law. What does the priest care 
whether a Sunday law is enforced in the name of 
God or of rest so only that he is given a monopoly of 
He 
wants the church open on Sunday and he wants all 
other places closed. That is what he needs a Sun- 
day law for and that will be the effect of any Sun- 
day law, whether called a Sunday rest law or a 


vention, which included among its members Joseph 
Cook, Bishop Newman of the Methodists, Dr. Her- 
rick Johnson of the Fresbyterians, and representa- 
tivs of the Baptist, Episcopal and other churches, 
“that because the kingly authority of Christ is the 
central idea of the National Reform movement, its 
principles are destined to revolutionize the world.” 
In the advocacy and practical furtherance of these 


principles the National Reform Association has the 
direct or indirect assistance of the American Sabbath- 
Union, of the Woman's 
Union, the Young People’s Society of Christian 
Endeavor, the Prohibition party, and other organi- 
zations, saying nothing of the Covenanter church 
and large portions of many other church bodies. 
Even the Populists in their national convention giv 
aid and comfort. to the enemy by putting into their 
resolutions a “recognition of God as the ruler of 
the nation.” 

It is the purpose of these Reformers to so change 
constitutions and laws that none who fail to accept 
the principles of political evangelical Protestantism 
can hav equal rights in the state. This is shown 
by their attitude on the Bible-in-the-schools issue- 
In a paper read before the last national convention 
of the Reformers by Rev. ©. W. Buoy, oecur these 
passages. The italics are Mr. Buoy’s: 

‘‘ Schools are not only a necessity for rule but they 
are also a great social power. We want America not for 
Americans particularly, but for men and women of 
American principles. If you lay upon the child the re- 
sponsibilities of government you must fit him by educa- 
tion to meet them. We wautto leaven up the great mass 
of our citizens that the burdens of government may be 

. distributed. How far shall the state educate the child ? 
There must be moral education to secure good citizens, 
The state has its demands upon the child; therefore, itis 
her duty to train him not only intellectually but morally 
to meet these demands. 

“The state is a conscious moral organism. It is a 
moral agent. The state is of God. The education of the 
child should be such as will protect him along the 
avenues of life. The weakest part of our nation is the 
moral; the state should help to strengthen the youth. 
What morality shall the state inculeate—not heathen but 
Christian. There is but one book of morals; as Walter 
Scott said on his dying bed, ‘there is but one book.’ 
We hold the child responsible when he reaches manhood 
to the morality of this book. It contains just what you 
demand of your citizens. It opens to us the highest 
avenues of life. It is the basis for civic culture and its 
teachings develop the noblest manhood.” 

We need not combat here the extravagant and 
absurd claims made for the Bible. Even if it were 
the best book in the world it would be a crime for 
the majority to force the minority to accept it as a 
book of moral and religious instruction for their 
children. It is a book accepted by a part of the 
people as an oracle of religion. Hence it has no 
place in the public schools. Right here is the 
i7sue. 

Next sek we shall call attention to some other 
aspects of this question. 


——c ninco 
In the next issue of Tux TRUTH Srexer will be 
published a letter from Dr. R. B. Westbrook in de- 
- fense of a “physiological” Sunday law;.to which 
will be appended a reply by Mr. S. P. Putnam. 


Christian Temperance 


anstruction and recreation. 
is very easily shown. 

or is not necessary, if he chooses so to do. 
his affair, not Dr. Westbrook’s nor ours. 


Sunday. This is not a paradox. 


talk of this work as an injustice to the laborer. 


And even if it did in some instances involve injustice 
there are plenty of rational and feasible ways of 
eliminating that undesirable factor without wrap- 


ping the country in the icy blankets of Sunday 
legislation. This is the nineteenth century, not 


the tenth. Ours is the civilization of the nine- 


teenth, not of the tenth century nor of the Puritans. 
It ic not a model civilization, but it is a great im- 
provement upon that which the church inflicted 
upon the world. Sunday work no less than Sun- 
day recreation is a concomitant of this civilization. 
For all the people the latter would be shorn of the 
larger portion of its joy and benefits were the 
former successfully forbidden. A consistent and 
impartial Sunday law would work immeasurable 
suffering and disaster. Sunday travel; Sunday 
transportation, collection, and distribution of mails ; 
Sunday cooking and serving at seashore and moun- 
tain resorts; Sunday sale of innumerable articles 
at the same places; Sunday movement of through 
and perishable freight; Sunday care and guarding 
of art galleries, museums, libraries, parks, and other 
similar agencies of civilization; Sunday perform- 
ances at theaters; Sunday work on the Sunday and 
Monday papers; Sunday labor in barber shops, 
restaurants, hotels, bakeries, news stands, meat 
markets, and lecture halls in villages, towns, and 
cities ; Sunday work in the great iron industries— 
all these and many more kinds of Sunday work are 
necessary if the masses of the people are to be per- 
mitted to seek proper rest and enjoyment on that 
day. Why should not this work be done on Sun- 
day as well as that of the preacher and Liberal 
lecturer, and could cither of these hav audiences 
were it not for the assistance of many other people, 
among whom may be mentioned the janitor, the 
usher, the organist, the car driver, the gripman, the 
conductor, the engineer—one or all! It is fatuous 
to talk of the cessation of Sunday work, or of its 


being diminished. The tendency is all the other. 


way; iniquitous laws may temporarily check the 


tide, but eventually—unless the allied forces of 


Sunday gospel law. Perhaps Dr. Westbrook will 
say that he wishes to stop nothing but work on 
Sunday; that he would keep open the art galleries 
and the libraries and the parks and other places of 
But no such saving 
clause is worth the paper on which it is written, as 


Sunday work is a necessity—-saying nothing of 
the right of the individual to work, whether it is 

That is 
But Sun- 
day work is a necessity if the people are to rest on 
A considerable 
minority of the people must work in order that the 
others may satisfactorily rest. 
millions of our people to get into the country, to 
the museums, art galleries, and libraries, to the 
parks and the seashore, unless hundreds of thou- 
sands of other people work on Sunday. This every 
person who has got out from under the shade of 
his rural birth tree knows, and it is nonsense to 


It is impossible for 


Rome, Russia, and National Reform crush out all 
our manhood and erry us back to the Dark Ages 
—the puny dam will be swept away and the people 
will hav a Free Sunday. 

There is no. need of overworking anybody. The 
laborers are many. There is no necessity that any 
man should be forced by the fact of Sunday work 
to labor more than six days in the week. Keep out 
the hand of the priest, and everything can be 
satisfactorily arranged. As for the farmer and all 
other people who employ themselvs, they certainly 
need no law for their protection. And we do not 
believe that the wage-workers do. But if any of 
them need any law to safeguard their right to rest 
it certainly is not a Sunday law. All that would be 
required would be a provision that no man should 
be expected to work more than six days consecu- 
tivly. Then he could arrange with his employer 
and his fellow-workers his six «ays of work and his 
one day of rest. Under such a system no man 
would be wronged, either by being compelled to work 
seven days consecutivly, or by being denied the 
opportunity to spend his day of rest in the library, 
at the theater, the beach, or in the field of sport. 
Those who worked on Sunday would rest or play 
on some other day. ‘There in a nutshell is the solu- 
tion of the great Sunday problem. The trouble is 
that we hav permitted the theological cuttle-fish to 
darken the waters of counsel, thereby temporarily 
deceiving the eyes of truth and misdirecting the 
sword of justice. The only laborer who needs a 
Sunday law to protect him is the preacher, himself 
a Sunday worker. Hence his hue and cry, and the 
liberal minded man who is deceived thereby is not 
wise. The talk about a universal rest day is arrant 
humbuggery. To be sure, on a given Sunday, by 
the employment of a sufficiently large force of 
policemen and soldiers, all work—except that of 
the policemen and soldiers—might be prevented, but 
that would not secure true rest. Peace of mind and 
self-chosen use of time—be the holiday spent in 
quiescence, recreation, or work—are the sources of 
real, enjoyable, healthful Rest. Rest, no more than 
religion or morality, is the child of force. 

The absurdity of attempting to legislate a uni- 
versal rest day is shown by a comparison. The 
people look upon the Fourth of July as a holiday, 
and a large majority abstain from work thereon, 
but who would be foolish enough to propose to 
punish by fine or imprisonment those who refused 
to play or rest? Who says that the laborer is not 
protected on the Fourth of July merely because 
there is no law to punish those who work? As a 
matter of fact, just as in the case of Sunday, the 
enjoyment of most of those who do not work would 
be greatly lessened were it not for the services of 
those who labor. This is also true of Christmas 
and other holidays. The minister thinks it a sin to 
work or play on Sunday; therefore, he asks for 
Sunday laws. If he is cunning in his day and gen- 
eration he says he wants these laws to protect the 
poor laborer. He does not think it a sin to work 
or play on the Fourth of July; therefore, he does 
not ask for a law to prohibit work and play on that 
day. However, maybe he will do so, now that his: 
attention is called to ths oversight, so as to preserve- 
his reputation for consistency and help get his dear: 
Sunday laws enforced. Sach a law would be less: 
irrational than Sunday laws, for, as the Fourth of 
July comes but once in three hundred and sixty- 
five days, those wage-earners who work on that: 
anniversary in 1894 will hav to wait a year before: 
they hav another opportunity to celebrate, whereas,. 
as regards the weekly rest day, they would hav to 
wait but six days after their previous period of 
recreation. 

Sunday jaws are in the interest of the church 
alone. Labor does not need them, for all needed 
rest can be easily secured without them. If work- 
on Sunday is forbidden, the masses of the people 
cannot get the full benefit of their holiday. 

Such are some of the irresistible conclusions to 
which a fair examination of the Sunday law and 
Sunday labor question must lead all reasonable and 


unprejudiced men and women. 
eS sr ae 
‘We do not advocate union of church and state, an 
error into which many, ignorant of the subject, hav 
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fallen. On the contrary, we are uncompromisingly 
opposed to such a system; as it has been well put, ‘we 
desire to divorce church and state, that the state may 
marry religion ’—John Alexander, in Christian States- 
man. 

Now what does this mean? Are not you gentle- 
men continually insisting that the remarriage of a 
divorced person is “adulterous”? And do you not 
say that the state is a person, and a moral person 
at that? Would you hava moral person commit 
adultery, and with religion, the “unspotted”? W 
are shocked! j 


Four Good Books for German Freethinkers. 

We can supply, in the German language, the 
following four books which everyone knows to be 
good: 

“The Mistakes of Moses,” by Col. R. G. Ingersoll, 
50 cents. l 

“Men, Women, and Gods,” by Helen H. Gar- 
dener, 50 cents. 

“ The Gods,” by Col. R. Q. Ingersoll, 25 cents. 

“Miracles and Miracle-Workers,” by John Peck, 
20 cents. 

These are neatly printed, bound in paper covers, 
and are complete. Our German-reading friends 
should circulate these widely. 


‘‘ Serve Jehovah with fear and rejoice with trembling. 
Kiss the son—recognize and bow before him and submit 
to his authority—‘lest he be angry and ye perish by the 
way when his wrath is kindled but a little.’ When a 
Senator was struck with death while battling for the 
lottery fiend, and another while doing the will of the dis- 
loyal Sunday new paper fraternity, one could but think 
of this fearful warning—‘lest ye perish when his wrath is 
kindled but a little.’ ”—J. H. Leiper, in Christian 
Statesman. 

We must bow to King Christ or be murdered by 
Emperor Jehovah. That is the ultimatum of the 
government-by-God people. And what they think 
Jehovah will do to rebels they will do when they 
hav the power if they cannot secure slavish obedi- 
ence otherwise. History bears bloody witness to 
the validity of our inference. 


The conservativ papers of France tried to make 
a point against the “ godless” schools of the repub- 
lic by pointing to Vaillant, who threw a bomb in 
the Chamber of Deputies, as one of their graduates. 
The London correspond-nt of the New York 
Times says that the charge has recoiled upon them 
in a most curious, unexpected, and disagreeable 
manner. They had argued in chorus that, as Vail- 
lant was a product of the irreligious state schools, 
therefore the only way to fight against such men 
and the class they represent is “to restcre the ed- 
ucation of youth to the hands of the priests and 
religious orders. This theory was somewhat in- 
jured by the subsequent discovery that Vaillant 
spent all his school life with the Christian Brothers 
—first at Saint Remy, then in the higher studies at 
Mezieres. In both he was a prize pupil, and his 
poor old mother has a whole case full of books he 
won for piety, decorum, and scholastic ability. He 
was an acolyte at Mezieres and subject to religious 
ecstasies.” 


The New York Voice, very religious and fanat- 
ically prohibitiv, is nevertheless in some degree 
amenable to reason and in a measure susceptible to 
the promptings of the spirit of justice. Referring 
to the persecution of the Adventists in Maryland 
and other Southern states, it says: 

«These people are, we assume, sincere in their religious 
beliefs, and they are said to be unusually orderly and 
law-abiding. [Itis a serions question whether the Sunday 
law should not be flexible enough to grant such men, 
who conscientiously observe another day as the Sabbath, 
the right to engage in work in their own fields, where 
they disturb the religious devotion of nobody else.” 

It is a serious question indeed, but we wish to 
‘ask Rev. Mr. Funk whether those only who believe 
in some holy day hav any rights on Sunday? If 
the Freethinker who engages in work in his own 
fields, where he “disturbs the religious devotion of 
nobody else,” is to be fined or imprisoned, while for 
the Adventist, who takes Saturday for his holy day, 
the law is to be made “flexible enough” to secure 
him immunity if he works on Sunday, wrat becomes 
of the equality of citizens before the law? What 
becomes of religious liberty when one man’s belief 
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givs him opportunities which the lack of that belief 
denies to his neighbor? What has belief to do with 


work or play on Saturday, or Sunday, or Monday, | 


except in so far as the individual has scruples which 
impel him to voluntarily abstain from either or 
both? What Constitutional right has law to make 
any inquiry regarding the religious belief of the 
American citizen? Will Mr. Funk answer these 
questions? One thing, at least, he should tell his 
readers, and that is that the Adventists hav never 
asked for the suspension of the Sunday laws for 
their benefit because they keep Saturday. They 
demand their unconditional repeal, as being not 
only unjust but a factor of church and state union, 
and therefore unconstitutional. 


The Christian Statesman givs the papacy some 
good advice, which perhaps could be profitably 
applied nearer home. Here is a sample: 

“ If you want to practice your religion in peace in this 
land, and persuade the people that you mean well for all, 
then you must, somehow, get your fingers ont of the 
polities of the country, and do as other denominations of 
Christians are doing—attend to your own business, and 
not try to overturn the sacred institutions cemented with 
patriot bluod and tears. Wevery much fear you are 
making trouble for yourself and for the country. It is 
with the utmost sincerity we giv you this pointer and 
suggest that you stop and think.” 


Suppose, Doctors Crafts and McCrory, editors of 
the Christian Statesman and physicians in ordinary 
to his holiness the Pope, that you take a little of 
your excellent medicin yourselvs. It is good medi- 
cin, we'll guarantee that, and you need not fear to 
administer big doses of it to the National Reform 
and Sabbath Observance associations. Begin the 
treatment right now; get your fingers out of the 
politics of the country, and do as only two denom- 
inations of Christians—the Adventists and Unita- 
rians—are doing—attend to your own business, 
and not try to overturn the sacred secular institu- 
tions cemented with patriot blood and tears. We 
are sure you are making trouble for yourselvs and 
for the country. It is with the utmost sincerity 
that we giv you this pointer and suggest that you 
stop and think. 


In the issue of this paper of December 9th, w 
referred to a story sent by a Shamokin, Penn- 
sylvania, correspondent of the New York World 
telling how one James Starks, “an iron worker,” 
had been stricken dumb for blasphemy! Our sub- 
scriber, J. Ward Diehl, lets in the light upon this 
“miracle” in a way that must dishearten good 
Christians (see page 810). But the Shamokin liar 
is still attending to business at the old stand. The 
New York Herald of December 17th bas a lengthy 
dispatch from that Pennsylvania town which it 
“heads up” in this blood-curdling way. 

Awful warning to blasphemers. John Simpkins 
suddenly stricken deaf and dumb after an outburst of 
profanity. Recovered through prayer. Foretold that 
he would again lose both speech and hearing, and so he 
did. Saw an angel in a vision. 

We do not need to examin the dispatch closely ; 
It is a rehash of the old story about James Stark, 
with some additional details and embellishments. 
Mr. Diehl states that there are no iron works in 
Shamokin, but this Christian miracle manufacturer 
says that “James Simpkins was one of the most 
faithful employes engaged in vhe large iron mills of 
Shamokin.” It isnot improbable that the yarn was 
spun by some stupid romancer who never saw Sham- 
okin. Be that as it may, no Freethinker need be 
disturbed by such flights of fancy. They can effect 
only the most superstitious people, who would not 
join our ranks under any circumstances. But 
we should like to know how many readers of the 
Herald and World believe the ridiculous stuff. 


Religion is one of the surest brain-turners, while 
obeying Bible commands is extra hazardous, in 
proof of which—if more proof is needed—read the 
accounts of four recent happenings: 

t Hopoxen, N. J., November 29th.—Workmen this 
morning began tearing down the house 121 Hudson 
street, preparatory to building a new engine house. The 
last occupant of the place was Hugh O'Neill, who kept a 
smail store on the first floor, and lived alone. He re- 
fused to leave, saying that God had put him there, and he 
would not go away until God took him, Then he calmly 


set about cooking his breakfast, while the workmen be- 
gan tearing down the building over his head. The chim- 
ney came down with a crash, burying O'Neill in the 
ruins, who was still preparing his breakfast. He was un- 
conscious when taken out, and is not expected to liv.” 

‘* BIRMINGHAM, ALA., November 24th.—Matilda Per- 
kins, aged seventeen, is in the county jail to-night a rav- 
ing maniac. She was a religious enthusiast, and on 
Wednesday attended the Sam Jones revival meeting. 
Sam’s preaching enthused her so that she sprang up and 
began shouting. While standing on a bench in the pres- 
ence of seven thousand people shouting she fell, and, 
striking on her head, injured it. She is perfectly well 
physically. Jt required three men to tie her and carry 
her to jail. She talks about Som Jones all the time ” 

‘*Ronpout, N.Y., November 14th.— Ira Krum, a fanatic, 
who for years has claimed to hav revelations from God, 
died at his home in Snyder Hollow, among the Catskills, 
last night. His death is thonght to hav been caused by 
starvation. He ann unced some time ago that he had 
had a vision, in which he had been told that if he should 
fast for forty days he would be able to walk uron the 
water. He fasted the number of days, and then at- 
tempted to walk upon the water. He was nearly drowned. 
Not long after this he declared that he had had another 
vision, in which he had been commanded to fest twenty 
dsys more. He started on this fact, but became so 
broken down that neighbors compelled him to take nour- 
ishment, but the intervention came too late to save his 
life. Krum was extremely religious. In recent years he 
had many visions, in which, according to his story, he 
had intercourse with God.” l 

“ Err River, Minn. , November 21st.—Theodore White, 
of Dayton, yesterday hacked off his right foot and right 
arm with an ax. Jtis not expected that White can re- 
cover. He recently tore out his eye, because ‘If thine 
eye offend thee pluck it out’ was the text he had found.” 


“ Rational” Christians do not do this way. They 
know that the Bible is a book which must not be 
taken too seriously, so far as the affairs of this life 
are concerned. In theory they are believers, but 
doubters when it comes to practice. 


Lectures and Meetings. 


J. E. Remsburg will start on a tour through Missouri, 
Tllinois, Indiana, Ohio, Pennsylvania, New York, and 
New England early in January. 


Tue Brooklyn Philosophical Association holds meetings 
every Sunday afternoon at 3 o’clock in Long Island Busi- 
ness College, South Highth street, between Bedford and 
Driggs avenues. Program of lectures fur December: 


December 3ist.—Mr. Franklin Steiner. 


Tar Women’s Liperat Leaaus, of Philadelphia, meets 
in the Skerrett Building, Ridge avenue and Green street, 
Tuesday evenings at 8.o’clock. Lectures for this month: 
December 26th.—Voltairine de Cleyre, ‘ Economic Inde- 

pendence for Women—Reply to Professor Cope.” 


Tue Manhattan Liberal Club meets every Friday even- 
ing, at eight o’clock, in Germau Masonic Hall, No. 220 
East Fifteenth street, New York: 

December 22d.—Wal'ter S. Logan, ‘‘ Arguments for An 
Eight Hour Law.” 

December 29th.—Ye Club Maketh Merrie. 
be announced later. 


Tre Ohio Liberal Society meets in College Hall, 1683 
Walnut street, Cincinnati, Sunday evenings at 7:45, 
prompt. Admission is free. Program: = 
December 24th.—C. O. Wilmot, ‘‘ Do Christians Believe 

in Prayer?” 
December 3ist.—Judge R. W. McNeal, subject to be an- 
nounced, 

Tur Pittsburg Secular Society meets in Curry Univer- 
sity Hall, Sixth street, near Penn avenue, every Sunday 
afternoon at 3 o’clock. 


Tax First Secular Church of Portland, Ore., meets in 
Central Labor Council Hall, 170} Second street near 
Yamhill, every Sunday at 7.30 Pp. m. Sunday-school in 
same place at 10.30 A. M. f 


S. P. Putnam's lecture appointments: 
Brooklyn Philosophical Association, Dec 24th. 
Boston, Ingersoll Secular Society, Jan. 7th, 14th. 
Ohio Liberal Society, Cincinnati, Jan. 28th, 29th. 
Delphos, O., Jan. 30th, 31st., and Feb. ist. 
Chicago, Ill., Feb. 18th, 25th. 

Those who desire lectures at any points between New 
York and Chicago, and in the vicinity of Chicago daring 
the month of February, will please write at once to Mr 
Putnam, care of Tar TRurs SEEKER, New York. 


COLONEL ĪNGERSOLL gave his lecture on Lincoln in 
Philadelphia, Thursday night. 


OO 
When Jesus was hung he invited a thief who was 
hung at the same time to take supper with the fam- 
ily in heaven. Thieves and rascals seem to hav 
pretty generally accepted the protection of the 
church since that time. 
oo 
Tf a man is very religious it is all right for him to 
get mad and curse loud enough to kill a fig-tree 
which does not belong to him. 


Program to 
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Gommunieations. 


The Freethought Federation of America. 


Since the inauguration of the Federation in 
September, 1892, its officers have been favored with 
valued advice from trustworthy friends, all of whom 


agree with us in the course we have adopted, and 
are equally desirous for a definite and national 
agitation, which shall place the ecclesiastical party 
upon the defensive, and, by giving a greater pub- 
licity to our principles, increase the number of our 
A desire for extended freedom for our 
citizens encourages usin our work. Itis our desire, 
also, to rouse the friends of our cause from the 
dangerous indifference into which they have fallen. 
We are constantly engaged in the ordinary business 
of life; we have to depend upon our daily work for 
our daily bread, and supposed self-interest might 
lead us to remain quiescent, under the delusion 
that we have saved ourselvs; but however others 
may feel, we find it impossible to remain silent 
while we see the stealthy march of superstition 
We have waited and 
worked for the returning activity of our party, and 
«hope deferred maketh the heart sick,” yet we shall 


adherents. 


surely gaining upon us. 


continue our allegiance to the cause of humanity, 


and we ask your earnest support in the work we 


have undertaken. 


I desire now to outline as briefly as possible the 


work we have before us for the coming year, in 
doing which we hope to be favored with a generous 
support. 

I. A bill providing for state support of parochial 
schools has been drafted for presentation to the 
state legislature of New York during the coming 
session. 


true basis of all morality.” 


and to endow with public money her ecclesiastical 
hierarchy in America. The intention of its promot- 
ers is to ask for state aid in support of a particular 
church, as may be inferred from the language in 
which the petition is couched and the source from 
which it springs. It ie our duty, and must be our 
task, to oppose any attempt to use state moneys for 
denominational schools or to further the interests 
of any religious organization. To vote public 
money for the assistance of a church school would 
be to “establish religion” by the state, sow the 
seeds of discord and ill-will—both of which the 
Protestant Bible in the common schools also does 
—and destroy the unity of our national system of 
education. 

II. In Maryland, too, a circular, emanating from 
a Catholic source, has been printed and is to be 
distributed throughout the state for the purpose of 
feeling the pulse of public opinion concerning a 
scheme to put the parochial schools upon an equal- 
ity with the public schools, so that they may receive 
a proportionate share of the state, county, and city 
appropriations for educational purposes. 

In both these instances the Federation purposes 
to meet the issue by circulating literature adverse 
to such schemes, and by presenting a counter- 
petition to the legislatures of both states at the 
proper time. We must meet the enemy in the 
state capitals and use every possible means in our 
power to prevent the enactment of any such law. 

Should they succeed in these attempts—which is 
not probable, though possible—it will be the signal 
for a national agitation along the same line. Bear 
in mind how similar influences corrupted Congress 
when the World’s Fair Appropriation bill was 
pending, and secured for the church the fruits of 
victory while we were resting in self-satisfied con- 
tentment. We must not be caught napping this 
time; great interests are at stake here and a great 
principle involved. We must be ready, with the 
forces of freedom wheeled into line, to giv real 
battle to the enemy. 

It will be the work of the president or the ‘secre- 
tary to conduct an active campaign upon these issues 
in both the states named. But take notice that we 
cannot do it without financial help. We must have 
sufficient money to carry on the fight. We must 
have the substantial assistance of our friends all 
over the country. It is the fight ofall, for the suc- 
cess of the orthodox party in these states means an 
extension of the same policy all over the land. We 
must nip the evil in the bud, and so prevent the 
unholy liaison they wish to bring about. 

Send in your subscriptions at once; let none 
delay; now is the time to “lend a hand” in 
earnest. 

ITI. After this we shall be engaged in the prose- 
cution of the suit against C. C. Bonney and his 
secretary for damages consequent upon their treat- 


This bill will be pushed vigorously by the 
Roman Catholic church, and will be supported by a 
petition, in which it is claimed that “religion is the 
Rome takes this step 
in order to cement the union of church and state,. 


ment of Betts. 


respected. 


IV. We wish to publish and distribute several 
documents of vast importance to our cause; docu- 
ments which will educate the people to the point 


where they will demand their just rights and keep 


on the alert for the preservation of American in- 


stitutions based on pure}y American principles. 


If we fail now it will mean national degradation 
It is a question now 
whether we shall be “citizens. of America” or 
It is for you, Freethinkers, to 
say. There are enough of you to avert such a 
calamity. So step boldly forth, put your shoulders 
to the wheel of progress and liberty, and giv it 
Smite the power that would turn: 
back the hands of freedom’s clock to the dark ages 


and national destruction. 


“slaves of Rome.” 


another turn. 


of Christian rule. 


The orthodox party, emboldened by the actions 
of the last Congress, is now working harder than 
ever to obtain political power, that it may enjoy to 
the full its innate and ineradicable love of tyranny. 
We must keep the sword of 


We must prevent it. 
civil power out of the hand of the theolc gian. 


Send your subscriptions in at once to 165 South 


Water street, Chicago, Il. 
Jonn R. Caantesworrn, Secretary. 
Samvex P. Purnam, President. 


God is Not Merciful. 


I hav often heard people say that God is merciful 


in saving ships, railroad trains, etc., from disaster. 


A preacher once said to me: “ For what considera- 
tion and explanation will you become a believer of 
My reply was: “I will become a 
Christian and praying man just as soon as you show 
me one instance where prayer wrought anything, if 
by cursing God would not hav brought about the 
The good preacher thought he had 
a snap and told me he could point out hundreds of 


the Bible?” 


same result.” 


cases. When he came to point them out he found 
differently. He began telling me about a ship which 
God had a spite at I suppose, and by prayer it was 
saved from the angry billows. 

“« Were you ever aboard an ocean vessel ?” said I. 

“No sir,” honestly replied the dear divine man. 

“Well then, my dear sir, you hav no right to 
speak for the vessel’s crew. The men who generally 
hav charge (I mean the men who do the work of 
climbing anywhere in a vessel) are not generally 
praying men. They know little of prayer and a 
good bit about swearing. I hav been upon vessels 
when everything would hav been lost had the crew 
knelt down and asked God to help them, instead of 
rushing about the vessel swearing and doing their 
duty. I want you to understand, my dear sir, that 
what I am saying is practical. Ido not get my 
argument from some lying Sunday-school book or 
pamphlet as you do. Why don’t your lying relig- 
ious writers take a trip on some ocean steamer and 
write the truth about such atiairs? Because it is 
not the truth you want the young mind to hav. 
You want to scare them into believing.” 

“ But,” put in the preacher,” “why is it that 
when these sailors get into a storm they are afraid 
of the wrath of God ?” 

“ Kind sir, you were never upon a vessel so what 
knowledge you hav is only from lying books written 
by men who know no more about such things than 
you do. I will be fair and frank with you. For 
every five praying soldiers, sailors, or railroad men 
you can find, I will pick you out ninety-five who 
swear.” 

« You are wild, you are unreasonable,” put in the 
preacher. 

“Iam not; I am only telling you what you can 
find out yourself, and if you do not believe it just 
cut a rope for a sailor, turn the switch wrong for a 
railroader, or overload a gun for a soldier and hav 
him shoot it off. Come back and tell me then 
whether they got down upon their knees and prayed 
for you or cursed you. Good-day.” 

Prayer is nota good thing at a fire, and swearing 
knocks it silly. Here is one instance: “Teams of 
horses were standing by. Railroad trains were 
rushing in, laden with firemen and fire apparatus 
from nearly all towns and cities within a radius of 
one hundred miles. Milton was being burned to 
the ground. Milton, beautiful Milton, with her five 
thousand people to be homeless, helpless. Churches 
were making just as hot fires as saloons. Preachers 
as well as other citizens were standing in the canal 
water up to their chins to keep from burning to 
death. It was 3:30 r.m. The fire had two hours’ 
start. The whole northern portion of the town was 
on fire, and a just God was sending southward a 
terrible wind storm. The canal banks and river 
were lined with fire engines. The fire company I 
was with was taken to the extreme north of the fire, 


This case we mean to fight to the 
bitter end and show the orthodox world that in this 
republic Freethinkers have rights which must be 


and the engine run down so near the river that the 
wheels were in the shallow water. We were near a 
lot of frame buildings. The fire was coming 
directly toward us. We could not hold the fort. 
Soon the frame buildings took fire. The fire be- 
come so hot and fierce that the engineer had to 
duck himself in the water to keep from burning up. 
Upon the bank of the river above us were a dozen 
or more men and women. Some of them had just 
made their exit from one of the burning houses. 
One woman had a Bible in her hands—the only 
article taken from the building. Men and women 
were praying. The fire had become so hot at the- 
steamer that the engineer deserted her and waded 
out into the river away from the heat. The driver 
was attempting to get the team of horses to the en- 
gine, but they would not go within a hundred feet 
of it. Some of the firemen attempted to pull the 
engine by a rope. They could not move it. The 
engineer went and took hold of the rope without 
any result. He looked up the bank. The men and 
women were praying and pulling their hair. With 
a long string of oaths, the engineer wound up with: 
‘If you God-damned crazy idiots would come down 
here and help get this engine up the river it would 
do more good than your worthless praying.’ They 
stumbled and tumbled down the bank and took 
hold. Everybody put their strength to the rope, 
and the engine was soon dragged to where the 
horses could be hitched to it, and it was drawn up 
the river. After the new location was reached, that 
very engine saved what was left of the upper end 
of the town, for, after she was given steam once 
more, she pumped water for twenty-four hours 
without stopping once.” 

Would some praying gentleman please tell me 
whether the prayers of those people or the swear- 
ing of the engineer won the day? Whai if all the 
firemen had got down upon their knees? 

This is no Bible story, neither was it taken from 
a Sunday-school book. It was something that act- 
ually occurred. : ` 

I remember there was one little street urchin who 
had helped to pull the engine to the horses. 'The 
come-to-Jesus people began again asking God to ` 
save them and their property, when the steet urchin 
blurted out: “I'd like to seed God yank that heavy 
engine like we did. He couldn’t hav done her.” 

Watsontown, Pa. J. Warp Dire. 


er 
Sparks From the Lecture Field. 


My lecture in Boston before the Ingersoll Secular 
Society closed my engagements in Massachusetts. 
A visit to Boston on a mission of Freethought in- 
variably causes my heart to swell withjoy. A sight 
of old “Paine Hall” does me good, and fills me 
with greater zeal to continue the work of that 
“author hero,” Thomas Paine. With Washburn 
in the editorial chair, and Mendum at the helm, the 
Investigator, which, for more than sixty years, has 
weathered the storms of adversity, still rides the 
waves. 

I return again to New York, where I attend to 
the business of the Federation and prepare for my 
journey Westward. Philadelphia is my first halting 
place. I gave two lectures here, and the largest 
audiences I hav ever been favored with greeted me. 
Imagin my surprise when on entering the: hall my 
eyes fell upon Dr. Westbrook, who had taken a seat 
upon the platform. A cordial greeting took place 
between us. 

The multitude of faces before me was inspiring, 
and whether my remarks were appreciated or not, 
one thing is certain, they brought out a good dis- 
cussion. My topic was “Freethought as a Factor 
in Politics,” and it afforded an opportunity for 
those holding diverge opinions to say something re- 
garding their particular views. All reformers agree 
upon the necessity for a change, but opinions differ 
when methods for effecting it are discussed. ‘Lhe 
Socialist and the Anarchist unite upon the main 
proposition, but their methods sre radically differ- 
ent. Between the two conflicting systems, the in- 
different observer is left tc form an opinion for 
himself; and this, I urged, is the v ry essence of 
Freethought; it is the forerunner of true Liberty 
and the only possible method by which human 
rights can bemaintained. Asa system Freethought 
does not necessarily endorse either, but, as individ- 
uals, Freethinkers may adhere to any system. 
Personally, I cannot agree with those who declare 
that the church and state are evils alike. The state 
is an aggregation of individuals. Each child born 
into the state becomes a part of the state. Is 
that child and its existence to be declared a part 
of the evil, inasmuch as it is a part of the state? 
We ourselvs are part of the state, we help to 
make up the state, but who can honestly say that 
our existence is an evil? With the church it ig 
an entirely different question ; we are not born into 
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the church, we are most assuredly born into the 
state. Wherever men liv together in communities, 


there the state exists; where the state exists, there 


must be government; where there is government, 

- there must be law, and where there is law measures 
must be adopted for its enforcement. Our purpose, 
then, should be to see that only good and benefi- 
cent laws are enacted; and, further, that all who 
make up the state shall be equal before these laws. 
tegardless of color or sex. These were the views I 
urged it my lecture before the League. 

n the evening the old hall was crowded. Every 
available seat was occupied before the lecture 
opened, and before I got through fully two hun- 
dred more came in and had to be content with 
«stand-up seats” at the rear of the hall. There 
must hav been fully seven hundred people present. 
Boston, and Cincinnati, too, will hav to guard their 
laurels. The three cities hav splendid organiza- 
tions, which are doing grand work for Freethought. 
George Longford is the backbone of the Quaker 
City League, and his labors for its success are de- 
serving of the highest praise. 

’ Monday morning, in response to an invitation 
from Dr. Westbrook, I pay him a friendly visit, and 
he takes me for a drive through Fairmount Park. 
We talked of old times; mutual explanations were 
made, affairs were fully discussed, and old scores 
were wiped out atid forgotten. I was glad of an 
opportunity for this visit. One thing Ican say 
with the utmost confidence, that however we may 
disagree with Dr. Westbrook, he is thoroughly sin- 
cere and honest in his personal convictions. That we 
do disagree with him upon methods of work and the 
proper course we should pursue as an organization 
of Freethinkers, is an undisguised fact; yet to dis- 
agree is a privilege we must cheerfully accord to all. 
The doctor has used that right, and has spoken 
accordingly. He is friendly to our cause, and ex- 
pressed the greatest satisfaction at the progress we 
are making. We cannot agree with him in his views 
concerning the right of Congress to enact Sunday 
laws like the World’s Fair Appropriation Bill; but 
again, I say it is his privilege to hold such opinions, 
and to utter them. It is quite another thing when 
the question is raised as to the practical indorse- 
ment of such opinions by the Freethinkers of 
America. Before I left Dr. Westbrook he pre- 
sented me with a copy of each of his books, and we 
‘parted upon terms of friendship. 

Tuesday evening I attend a meeting of the 
Woman’s Liberal League, when Mrs. Kilgore, a 
lawyer of Philadelphia, gave a splendid lecture upon 
the “Parliament of Religions.” It was short and 
sweet, and brought forth a long and lively discus- 
sion. In response to an invitation, I commenced 
the debate, being followed by Dr. Westbrook, Dr. 
Douset, and several others. - The Woman’s League 
is an adjunct of the Friendship League, and though 
a comparativly new organization, it has reached 
good proportions, and a splendid future is certainly 
before it. . 

The next morning I am off again. This time for 
Alliance, Ohio, where I gave two lectures. 

The Smith family is still with the old ship, and 
they seem determined to stick to it until the last. 

- A sev.re snow storm had set in just before my lect- 
ures, which made the roads so bad that many of 
our friends living in the country were prevented 
from being present, but the attendance was fair 
considering the inclemency of the weather. My 
first lecture was a reply to two thanksgiving ser- 
mons by different preachers in this town. I pub- 
licly challenged them to defend what they had said, 

„in open debate, though this is. about all that will 
come out of it. Old Alliance is feeling the strain 
of the present: commercial depression; but the 
Freethinkers rallied to our call and gave all the 
assistance they could. Richard Smith and his wife 
entertained me while here, and his “big brother” 
tried his best to make things lively for me. 

At Irwin, O., the Christians played us a mean 
trick, but that is nothing unusual with them. In 
this town there is a wooden structure used as a 
church, and known as the “Union church.” It is 
let for minstrel shows, magic lantern exhibitions, 
political gatherings, etc., and our friends had se- 
cured the use of it for my lecture, even paying for 
janitor service in advance. The ranters prevented 
us from using the hall, but they did not stop the 
lecture by any means. They went to the janitor 
and commanded him to deliver up the keys, which 
he did. They then carried them several miles away, 
so that if we used the place at all, we would hav to 
break in and render ourselvs liable to prosecution. 
The howling Methodists hav, by trickery, secured 
temporary control of the building, though never a 
red cent did they pay toward its construction, while 
the very people who built it, the Infidels, are now, 

“by cunning, cheated out of its use. Had I been 
fortunate enough to get into this town two days 


churches speedily organized special meetings for 


earlier, I would hav lectured in that hall in spite of 
them. Having paid a sum of money for its use, we 
were tenants, by the laws of the state, for the time 


‘specified, and I would hav compelled these ignora- 


muses to bring back those keys and giv us admit- 
tance under pain of arrest. As it was, I did not 
arrive there until aktout two hours before the time 
of commencing my lecture, so, as a last resort, we 
occupied the schoolhouse, where I spoke to a 
crowded audience. We had a good time despite the 
Christian attempts to shut us out. 

The conduct of the church people has reflected 
most disastrously upon their own heads. They 
have done themselvs more harm than good. Ex- 
pressions of disapprobation of their actions were 
heard on all sides. The opinion seemed: to be 
unanimous, that this one lecture made more con- 
verts to the cause of Freethought than all the 
preachers will be able to make during their con- 
templated protracted meetings for the coming 
winter season. And what is more, the churches 
gave me valuable assistance. The next morning, 
mine host, J. S. Van Ness, drove me over to 
Mechanicsburg, and this time I had a splendid 
audience in the town hall. Upon my arrival the 


the night.- Prayer meetings, choir practices, gospel 
circles, etc., filled the little town with excitement. 
The church bells rang out on the air of night with 
discordant sounds, and I recalled the address 
given by Captain Adams at our late congress upon 
the subject. Truly, they seemed to say: “ Hell 
and damnation,” “no taxation,” with empkasis 
for the occasion upon the former. Their efforts to 
keep the people away from the lecture were with- 
out fruit, for the body of the hall was well filled, 
and quite a few sat up in the gallery. The 
brothers Van‘ Ness—George, Jake, and John— 
were on hand at each meeting. These old Infidels 
were in great glee. Mr. Munn had retained much 
of the enthusiasm which he derived from the Con- 
gress, and he was there, too. The young students 
from the high school were out in good force, and 
I was pleased to see them there. Our friends are 
talking now of organization, and in due time it 
will be effected here. Mechanicsburg has been run 
by preachers too long. A reaction has now set in 
and there is a falling off in clerical power. We 
only ask for a hearing, and we are willing to make 
a wager on the result, wherever Freethought can 
be heard against the doctrins of the church. 
Joun. R. CHARLESWORTH, 
Sec. Freethought Federation of America. 


Truth the Messiah. 
[SEE ISA. LIIL J 


Who hav believed what we hav said? 
To whom is TRUTH revealed? 

For he to humble lot was wed, 
In lowly garb concealed. 


He marked with sign, but no one saw; 
He spoke, but no one heard; 

The eye was blinded to his law; 
Ear deafened to his word. 


There seemed no beauty in his face, 
That men might him desire; 

They looked for one of pompous grace, 
In splendor of attire. 


He went unnoticed through the year, 
Locked out from honor's halls, 

From human heart of hopes and fears 
Shut out by stony walle. 


But he has broke his prison chain 
And pierced error’s wall; 

Out of obscurity and pain 
He comes to conquer all. 


Madison, Wis. O. L. CALLECOD. 


Churchly Purpose and Performance. 


W. Johnson, member of Parliament and Orangeman, is 
a bitter opponent of the Home Rule bill, because, as he 
alleges, it would destroy religious liberty by handing the 
Protestants of Ireland over to the tender mercies of the 
Catholics. But when Mr. Manfield, Charles Bradlaugh’s 
successor in the House of Commons, introduced a bill 
which, if adopted, will giv civil and religious liberty to 
such persons as may desire to bequeath money to Free- 
thought societies, Mr. Johnson at once placed himself 
in determined opposition, which shows that his love 
of religious liberty is a hollow sham, like that of the 
American Protestants who insist on keeping the Prot- 
estant Bible in the public schools, while they denounce as 
‘¢yn-American” and tyrannical the Catholics who want 


‘a part of the school money for their educational institu- 


tions. The Duke of Grafton forbids his ten- 
ants to work in their plots on Sundays and Christmas 
and says that ‘‘each tenant and his family is ex- 
pected to attend some place of worship on such days 
with regularity.” The London Freethinker lets in 
the light upon a very dark orb, the Christian Weekly 
Sun, which shows what pious fairnessis worth: ‘*Under 
the heading, ‘A Bradlaugh Reminiscence,’ it devotes a 
quarter of a column to the recent correspondence between 
Mrs. Bonner and the Rev. Allen Rees. Willit be believed 
thatthe Sungivs the story told by the reverend gentleman, 


| and the full text of Sir Isaac Holden’s interesting supple- 


ment, without a single word of Mrs. Bonner’s refutation? 


aggressiv, as its name implies. 
cars one of its members said: ‘‘The better people can 
destroy the influence of the bummer element and crush 
every man who opposes us.” Another remarks that the 
Sunday car movement ‘‘is inspired by the devil,” while 
a third characterizes the promoters o 


Nay. that it does not so much as hint that Mr. Brad- 
langh’s daughter regards the story as false? Really the 
Christian mind seems absolutely incurable in the matter 
of unveracity. It uses the -uppressio veri and the sug- 
gestio falsi with equal ease, apparently thinking that 
all is fair against Infidelity.” 
the state for thirty-six years the German ex-minister and 
‘teacher, J. Lovek, has been paid 1128 marks instead of 
being granted a yearly pension. 
had stated he agreed with Max Nordeau in his ‘‘Reélig- 
ious Lies.” 
chief judge said: ‘‘You hav exerted a great influence on 
your pupile, but you hav made a great mistake; you 
could not keep your mouth shut.” *.*.° 
party has been running Belgium for the last ten years. 
During this time it succeeded in abolishing government 
(public) schools, and substituting therefor a ‘‘ free” school 
system, under which the church or the commnnes could 
establish and maintain schoolsif they pleased. Thepresent 
ministry has now presented a report to the Belgian congress 
tabulating the outcome of ten years of clerical rule. 
Thirty-eight per cent. (2,400,000 people) can neither read 
nor write. 
hav never entered a school. 
thousand ‘“free” schools, but it has also two thonsand 
cloisters with 35,060 monks and nuns, and 100,000 
saloons. A 
Mr. Fehr moved that all who wished to and did leave the 
Swedish State Church should cease contributing to the 
same. 
as it would cut down the nominal church attendance and 
thus publish to the world the decline of Christianity in 
Sweden. 
bolnat in Africa has worked hard for twelve years and has 
succeeded in converting six nativs. 
sion for each year has been $6,282, That is, the twelve 
years’ mission work cost $75,384. or $12,566 for each con- 
vert. 
ceived from pilgrims, societies, and individuals, the sum 
of $1,812,000; of this Americans contributed $120,000. 


After having served 


The trouble was that he 


When he was suspended from his effice the 


The clerical 


In Flandem more than half of the population 
Belgium has at present five 


At the Upsala church celebration a Rev. 
The motion was promptly voted down, inasmuch 


The Finnish Protestant mission at Ovam- 


The cost of the mis- 
When Pope Leo XIII held his jubilee he re- 


Twelve churches in London, richly endowed, hav 


‘an attendance, all told, of only two hundred and eighty 
persons. 
hes been debarred from sale in Toronto. 
Willard quotes from the London Zimes of July 18. 1797: 
“ On Friday a butcher exposed his wife for sale in Smith- 
field market with a strap about her waist which tied her 
toa railing. A drover was the purchaser at three guineas 
and a crown.” 
nor in Turkey, but in Christian England at about the 
time Freethinkers were rotting in her jails for the crime 
of selling Paine’s ‘‘Rights of Man.” 


Music and Drama, a New York paver, 
Miss 


That occurred, not in ‘‘ Ingersollville,” 


The Toronto Anti-Sunday Car Association is alive and 
Of the friends of Sunday 


that movement as 


‘“seonndrels.” An Adventist preacher and a 


member of his church were fined $50 each in Gainesville, 
Ga., Nov. 20th, for having worked on Sunday, although 
the charge was disorderly conduct. 
pealed. As soon as they were out of jail they were re- 
quired to giv bond to answer to the charge of Sabbath- 
breaking. Theusual finefor ‘‘disorderly conduct” is only 


The case was ap- 


$5 and costs. They were not allowed to show that others 
were working on Sunday, including men in the employ of 
the mayor, who imposed the fine. The movement 
for the Sunday-closing of barber shops has reached Den- 
ver. Samuel Pertak, a clerk in a Monroe street 
grocery store in this city was arrested for selling a loaf of 
bread on Sunday. He was held for trial. : 
Plaquemine, La., more than seventy persons, indicted by 
the grand jury for violation of the Sunday law, pleaded 
guilty and were fined $25 each. The judge warned them 
that if they were brought before him again on a similar 
charge they must expect much more severe treatment. 
‘..°. The Sabbath-Sunday people are doing all they can 
to cripple the efforts of the promoters of the mid-winter 
Fair in San Francisco, by inducing those able to giv 
financial aid to make their assistance conditional upon 
the Sunday closing of the Fair. On November 19th 
more than eighty arrests were made in Philadelphia for 
violation of the Sunday laws. San Bernardino, Cal., 
has taken its place in the Sunday procession, an ordinance 
closing all places of business except bakeries, news 
stands and drug stores, having gone into effect on No- 
vember 5th. *.°.‘ In Cincinnati the police made fifty- 
four arrests on November 19th. for violation of the Sun- 
day ordinance and closed a hall where an exhibition of 
Spiritualiem was being given, the latter because an ad- 
mittance fee was charged. Ofcoursea collection is never 
taken in church. In Minneapolis the ministers are 
trying to run the city government, so far as Sunday work 
is concerned. Mayor Eustis seems to think that the 
preachers are not the only tradesmen who may rightfully 
keep their places of business open Sunday. * The 
West Virginia Sunday law exempts from its penalties 
those who conscientiously believe that the seventh day is 
the Sabbath and abstain from work thereon. This does 
not abstain the Adventist from persecution, however. 
The West Virginia Monitor’s correspondent in Newark 
writes tothe journal: ‘‘Not far from here a Seventh-day 
adventist has been persecuted in many ways. Not long 
since they burned his wheat in the stack.” The law 
and Order League of Danbury, Conn., has set to work to 
enforce the Sunday laws in that city. 
i 

Orthodoxy is runuing amuck in Spain. Ex- 
artillery lieutenant Pascual Ravenza has been sen- 
tenced to three years and seven months’ imprison- 
ment besides a fine of two hundred and fifty francs 
and costs. Sr. Ravenza wrote in Las Dominicales 
an article on “The Life and Doings of St. Chrysos- 
tomus.” The article, which we hav read, contains 
no more than can be found in Pére Croisset’s 
«Anneé Chretiénne.” But Croisset twangs the 
golden harp in the New Jerusalem, while his trans- 
lator is left to philosophize among thieves’ and 
murderers on the beauty of Christian tolerance and 
love. 
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- Freethought and Morality—Islam and The- 
osophy. l 

I lectured at Newark Sunday afternoon on “ Free- 

thought and Morality,” defining first the foundation 

of morality—namely, the unity of life, which com- 


pels the recognition of equal rights, on which rights- 
are founded duties, and without rights there are no. 


duties. The slave cannot be a moral being. 


Secondly. The standard of morality—namely,. 


universal humsn happiness, than which there can be 
no better. If there is anything in any Bible or any 
religion that makes the world happier, we accept 
it; if not, we reject. Freethought as to the past 
life of the human race is setectiv and constructiv, 
and not simply destructiv. But it is destructiv of 
all that makes unhappiness. 


Christianity is a failure. It has existed for 


eighteen hundred years, and has certainly made the’ 


world no better—probably worse. 


It is Freethought that will hereafter make for the, 


improvement of humanity by cultivating, first of 


all, in every human being the sentiments of self-. 


respect, of sympathy, and of reverence; reverence 
for life itself, and not for God. 

It will educate humanity; unfold all its faculties, 
physical and mental. It will equip for this life, 
teach industry, citizenship, and the duties of pa- 
rentage, than which there can be nothing more im- 
portant. ‘Lhis world is for us the supreme world, 
the best world, and we can only make a grand here. 
after by fulfilling the duties of the present time. 

In the Newark Liberal League, as in the New 
York Liberal Club, the main criticism of my lecture 
was that I did not deal with economics. There is 
a certain class who can see nothing but economics. 
We all recognize the value of economics, but eco- 
nomics is only a branch. There must be education, 
ethics, science in its broadest field, and philosophy, 
art, and poetry. It is important to hav wise and 
just economics; but this can never come without 
an intelligent people; and intelligence can only 
come by Freethought. Freethoight is, therefore, 
fundamental and necessary in the settlement of every 
economical problem. The church has never under- 
taken to do anything in this way. It has always 
been a stumbling-block. But when the Infidel has 
won, then the church claims the credit. 

In the evening, with Henry Bird, I went to hear 
Mohammed Alexander Russell Webb in the same 
hall, who gave a lecture on Islam. It was quite 
interesting, and showed the superiority of the re- 
ligion of Mohammed to that of orthodox Chris- 
tianity. Mohammedanism is not the true name of 
the religion, but Islam, which means resigned to 
God. It is pre-eminently a religion of God. 

Mohammed never claimed to be anything but an 
ordinary man. Hence there are no miracles in his 
system, no immaculate birth, no total depravity, no 
vicarious atonement, no fall of man, no garden of 
Eden, and no rib or whale story. Although the 
Mohammedan prays five times a day, he expects no 
answer to his prayers, for God is unchangeable. 
The general impression among the intelligent 
Islamites is that prayer does a man no hurt, even 
if it does no good. It is a moral drill, like dress 
parade in the army. It preserves disciplin and the 
esprit de corps. Mohammed understood human na- 
ture, and that prayer, if it did not effect the deity, 
was an excellent method of keeping man in trim. 

There is no hireling priesthood in Islam, no ec- 
clesiastical power as in Christianity. Those who 
lead in religious services are not “ professionals.” 
They are engaged in ordinary avocations. They 
may be butchers, or bakers, or candlestick makers. 
They occupy the position at the head of the services 
out of mere good-will and get no pay for it. There 
is no class in Islam like our preachers and priests. 

Woman is the equal of man in Islam. She has a 
soul and goes to heaven like man. In marriage she 
has her private apartment and the husband cannot 
enter at any time without her permission. She is 
a separate individual, and her property rights hav 
been respected for the last twelve hundred years. ` 

The Christian missionaries hav never converted 
a single intelligent Mohammedan. They will never 
discuss with an intelligent Islamite, for they know 
they will be beaten in philosophy, theology, and 
history every time. When they want converts they 
hav to go to the slums and buy them. 

It will thus be seen how much more civilized, re- 
spectable, and common-sensed Islam is than ortho- 
dox Christianity. It is in doctrin much like radical 
Unitarian Christianity. 

So long as Webb is dealing with a Christian he 


can wipe the floor with him and knock him out; 


every time Islam is away ahead of Christianity. 
Mohammedanism is really a r- formation of Chris- 
tianity, and is greater, more far-reaching, and more 
moral than the Reformation of Luther. But when 
` Webb gets into a Liberal club he finds it different 


however attenuated it may become. 


sailing. He can’t get along quite so victoriously. 
After the lecture room was open for discussion and 
President Bird began to probe the lecturer on the 
God question, Mr. Webb tried to dodge. He did 
not care to meet the issue; it was too big. It 
seems that while the ignorant Mussulman believes 
in a personal God, the intelligent Mussulman does 
not. God is impersonal, a spirit, the cause of all 
things, especially of the good, but also of the evil 
as a necessary contrast to the good. “But,” says 
Bird, “what is the use of a God behind nature? 
Nature is all we want. Ifthe partly intelligent Mus- 
su’man throws aside a personal God, will not a more 
intelligent Mussulman, a truly scientific one, throw 
aside God altogether. like Tyndall,” ete? “No,” says 
Webb, “we must go beyond science. Science— 
material science—will not giv us God; but the good 
Mussulman will never giv up the conception of God, 
There is a 
mystical philosophy that explains the theory of a 
God, and that is the higher philosophy of the most 
advanced Mussulman. Not even an impersonal 
God was retained, but a very mysterious thing 
which could not be explained even in a day or year. 
It required an adept.” It then dawned upon me 
that this ‘advanced Mohammedanism” was, after 
all, an old acqueintance—namely, Theosophy; and 
I inquired of Mohammed. Webb if he was not a 
Theosophist. He did not deny the impeachment 
and admitted that he was a member of the Theo- 
sophical Society of India. So, after all, Webb is 
but a Mohammedan-Theosophist, and is really at 
heart no more of a Mussulman than Annie Besant. 
The one could just as well pose as a Mussulman as 
the other. And I do not suppose that Webb is 
any more of a representativ of Islam’than Savage is 
of Christianity. Suppose Savage, or Chadwick, or 
Lloyd Jones went to India as interpreters of Chris- 
tianity. Honestly, would their hearers get a correct 
idea of real Christisnity—of the real thing in 
human history? Such is Webb’s interpretation of 
Islam. It is a Theosophical interpretation. It 
would probably be repudiated by ninety-nine out of 
a hundred of the real Mussulmans, as ninety-nine 
out of a hundred Christians would repudiate Sav- 
age’s interpretation. 

Theosophy isa very variable affair. It allows 
much latitude. One can be a Theosophist and be a 
Mussulman, a Buddhist, a Brahman, a Christian, a 
Spiritualist, and even a Libral in a certain sense. 
It is not the universality of Theosophy that allows 
this association with different religions, but its mys- 
ticalness, its indefinitness. No one has yet given 
a definition of Theosophy in which all Theosophists 
agree. I do not doubt the sincerity of Webb, but 
he is first of all a Theosophist, and then a Mussul- 
man, as Mr. Savage is first of all a Rationalist, and 
then a Christian; and itis my opinion that Mr. 
Webb represents a sect of Mussulmans as Mr. 
Savage represents a sect of Christians. 

Mohammed Webb is doing a fine thing in his 
anti-Christian crusade; but, when he comes to 
tackle scientific Atheism, he has more than his 
match, and must succumb and fall back on faith 
and mystery. He givs one superstition in place of 
another; a better superstition, indeed; but as we 
want no superstition, the improvement is of no 
avail. The only improvement is to destroy all su- 
perstition, all mytery, all faith, and stick to science 
and humanity. Samugey P. Pornam. 


At the Front. 


On my way to Correctionville, Ia., I met the Rev. 
Joseph Slattery, the ex-priest, who had just finished 
a course of anti-Catholic lectures in Des Moines. 
Mr. Slattery is very liberal, and a conversation 
with him upon religious topics was interesting and 
instructiv. He paid his respects to the Protestant 
ministers by saying that they were the greatest set 
of cowards in the world, and, although they know 
the great danger that threatens us from the incur- 
sions of Romanism, they do not care to speak 
against it themselvs nor to encourage others to do so. 

After a day’s journey I arrived in Correctionville, 
a prosperous village of one thousand inhabitants, 
situated in the Sioux Valley, in northwestern Iowa. 
A. H. Petty met me and conducted me to the local 
hotel, which is kept by himself. Mr. Petty is the 
leading Freethinker of the place. In his office may 
be found copies of Tar Trura SEEKER and Free- 


thought works. 


At the opera house I lectured upon the subject, 
“Popular Evidences in Favor of Christianity 
Tested.” About two years ago, when Mr. Jamieson 
was here, some Christian youth put forth the 
strongest Christian argument—eggs. When I fin- 
ished and discussion was ‘invited, the Rev. Mr. 
Powell, of the Congregational church, invited all 
present to attend his church on the following Sun- 
day. He declined to say anything in public in 


‘I do not like to do. 


reply to myself. After the meeting was over I was 
introduced to the reverend gentlemen and he in- 
vited me to take a sleigh ride with him the next 
day, which I did. While I was in his company we 
discussed the relations of -Freethought and Chris- 
tianity, and I found him much more reasonable 
than most ministers. 

The following evening the audience was consider- 
ably larger. My subject was, “Morality Without 
Christianity.” During part of the lecture beans 
were thrown against the windows of. the hall. 
Christians resort to some very mean. and small 
methods. No one this evening accepted my invita- 
tion to discuss. 

On Saturday night, “the big time” came. My 
subject was “The Great Religious Conspiracy 
Against the Republic.” The audience was not large 
when I began, but it doubled during the lecture. 
More Christians were out than at either of the pre- 
vious meetings. They had determined to surprise 
me. Before I went to the hall, I saw some bills 
scattered over the town stating that the Rev. Mr. 
Zellhoefer would begin a series of revival meetir gs in 
the Baptiet church Sunday mornizrg. The reverend 
had been in town the day before, and unknown to 
me, was at my Friday night meeting taking notes. 
When I called for discussion, he arose. The Chris- 
tians were jubilant. Soon they began to cheer him 
vociferously. At first he said that I had talked an 
hour and a half, and by the time he had talked an 
hour and a half, the audience would be ready to go 
home. But he didn’t talk quite fifteen minutes. 
Half of his speech was a repetition of what he had 
said during the other half. He ended with an ex- 
hortation to all to come out and hear him preach. 
When he sat down the Rev. Mr. Powell arose, and 
stated that as his church was the largest he would 
invite his reverend brother to come to his church 
and preach. They took several minutes arranging 
for the meeting and in asking the people to come. 
If any class of men hav cheek, and a superabund- 
ance of it, that class is the clergy. When I arose 
to reply I told the two ministers that they should 
credit me with the large amount of advertising that 
they had received for their churches by means of an 
Infidel meeting, although I had never seen such 
unlimited gall before. I reminded the reverend 
that he ład called my arguments flimsy and un- 
worthy of answer, ye he would reply to them in his 
church when he thought I was.out of town. I also 
said that his Methodist brother differed from him 
concerning the ¢ffect of Freethought lectures, for 
he would not attend, and advised others not to 
come, for fear they might become Infidels. Would 
the gentleman himself advise his congregation to 
go? If he would he is different from most min- 
isters. 

The preacher is going to pitch into me from the 
pulpit, as he thinks I am going away. I am com- 
ing back, however, and he will again hear from me. 
FRANKLIN STEINER. 


The Heston Loan. 


LIBERAL Frrenps: As I promised, I will now make a 
statement of the money loaned me up to date, or rather 
up to about four weeks ago, for since that time none has 
been received. 

L. G. Reed, New York city, $1; T. R. Burrows, Chat- 
ham, N. Y., $2; W. F. Jamieson, Mosca, Col., $1; A. 
B. Bennett, Norwalk, Conn., 50c; Louis Levine, 
Charleston, S. C., $5; W. L. Tauber, Gladdens, Pa., 
$2; Dr. E. B. Foote, New York City, $5; Ernst Platz 
and wife, Bridesburg, Pa., $2; Charles Gregg, Garnett, 
Kan., 50c; J. W. Gilbert, Friend, : Neb., $5; A. T. Me- 
Millan, Wamego, Kan., $5; New Britain, Conn., 
$5; C. Putnam, Gibbon, Neb., $2.50; H. C Mosher, 
Gilman, Ill., $2; Francis and Ruth Brettell, Rochester, 

Y., $2; E. H. Ralston, Elmo, Mo., $2.50; M. J. 
Lamme, Elmo, Mo., $1; Frank Kidder,. Elmn, Mo., $1; 
Prof. J. H. Cook, Columbus, Kan., 1; Gilbert Lincoln, 
Willimantic, Conn., $25; Akson, Ia., $1; J. G. 
Hil, M. D., and J. Will Hudson, Elma, Wash., $4; 
Etta Marden, Pennacook, N. H., $1; B. Thorpe, Beaver 
Dam, Wis., $1; O. W. Brayton, Brayton, N. Y., $2 
Total $80. a. 

I most heartily appreciate the aid which these generous 
friends hav given me in my time of need and shall repay 
them as soon as I can do so, but I am not yet out of my 
financial difficulties, and if I can raise a fundred and 
fifty or two hundred dollars more, I can get along, and it 
will be all I ask. I would be glad to borrow it of anyone 
on a year’s time and pay six or even ten per cent interest 
if I could get it, for I must get help from somewhere or 
perhaps be compelled to stop this cartoon work, which 
I once could giv a mortgage as se- 
curity for a loan, but now I hav nothing but my word of 
honor to offer, which, I am glad to say, has never been 
questioned by those who know me. Ido not feel like air- 
ing my own private troubles, to explain why I am now 
financially embarrassed, as it would take too long, but 
the shameless rascality of some parties whom I supposed 
were my friends, and the illness of my wife, hav not only 
taken all I had, but left mein debt. The Truth Seeker 
Co. pay me for my work all they ean sfford to, and under 
ordinary Circumstances we could get along well and save 
money, but bad luck overtakes the best of us at times. 
If any are so situated to make me any [urther loane, they 


-Can send money by any of the usual methods and address 


me at this place. 


Watson HESTON, 
San Diego, Cal., Box 242, 
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Observations. 

I read with admiration in Taz Trora SEEKFR of 
December the 9th Mr. S. P. Putnam's defense of 
his course in selecting Freethought as his special 
field of labor, to the exclusion of those reforms 
which embrace Socialism, Anarchism, road improve- 
ment, local autonomy, prohibition, the finance 
question, the social evil, and particularly the rela- 
tions of capital and labor. I admired it so much 
that I was sorry I had not written it myself in 
order that my admiration might be unmixed with 
envy. ' 

But if Putnam has shown by argument why the 
Liberal lecturer should stiex to his text, like the 
shoemaker to his last or the postage stamp to its 
envelope, Mr. John R. Charlesworth has demon- 
strated that proposition by illustration. For my 
own part, I hav perused no remarks on government 
that satisfied my Jongings like those of Thomas 
Paine, who maintained that the state was a neces- 
sary evil, like a jail for example, although he did 
“not refer specifically to that kind of institution. 
Following out Paine’s notion, I hav been forced to 
conclude that we hav as little reason to be proud of 
the state house where laws are enacted as of the 
state prison where they are executed; and that 
whereas the penitentiary is a blot on civilization, the 
aforesaid state house is equally so, and a still 
greater burden to. the extent that it is not so near 
self-supporting. Furthermore, if empty jails are a 
matter over which we may congratulate ourselvs, 
then empty and echoing halls of congress should 
likewise be the subject of general felicitation. But 
the prospect, as I say with regret, is that while the 
progress of enlightenment and the softening influ- 
ences of humane teachings bid fair to reduce our 
criminal class, and while we may look forward to 
the depopulation of our jails, our state houses in- 
crease in size and the crop of legislators is multi- 
plying. As Mr. Paine noted in his own day, the 
complexity of the state and the expense of main- 
taining it increase in about the proportion that they 
ought to diminish. 

So when I see Freethought advocates exalt the 
state as Mr. Charlesworth does, or proposing to ex- 
‘tend its functions and enlarge the evil under the 
‘system of Socialism, as Mr. Wakeman does, I feel 
‘like asking them to reread Mr. Putnam's defense 
‘and resolve to confine themselvs to the fight against 
usurpations committed in the name of the church 
and the church-state. They will find all the strength 
necessary to this resolution if they will but consider 
‘what immense strides Freethought has enabled civ- 
‘ization to make and how little has been accom- 
‘plished in that direction by labor agitation and 
‘Tegislativ quackery. I turn Mr. Charlesworth over 
‘to the merciful severity of Mr. E. C. Walker and 
‘that other correcter of popular error, my Uncle 
‘Benjamin R. Tucker. 

. The recently elected Masterworkman Sovereign 
of the Knights of Labor declares himself to be an 
out-and-out free trader; that is, he believes that 
. when an American citizen has paid the owner’s price 
‘for an article in Europe or elsewhere, together with 
the cost of transportation to these shores, he has a 
right to bring his property home with him. I can 
not imagin how the opposit of this proposition can 
be defended by any one who ever heard of justice ; 
nor can I understand how men who extort from 
such citizen in the nam> of tariff a percentage of 
the value of his property hav escaped the penalty 
attached to piracy on the high seas. 


Verdicts for damages, aggregating $13,537, hav 
been returned against three New York daily papers, 
. guilty of libel. Some time ago a man and woman 
_of Toronto traveled in company from that city to 
-this, where the woman met her husband. The 
papers called it an elopement, and were sued and 
mulcted as they ought to hav been. The elope- 
ment of a man and a woman is a matter of taste, 
but malicious libel is a crime. A man and a woman, 
though both married to others, may elope with 
cleaner minds and hav less criminal intent than the 
newspaper managers who publish the facts because 
they are supposed to be nasty. 
There is a class of people who, when the devil 
_ fails to find other mischief for their idle hands to 
do, fall to criticising their betters. Iam one of 
that class, and my present drive is at Otto Wett- 
stein, who, as my conceit prompts me to say, is 
;, wasting time and occupying space vainly, jabbing 
. away at the spirits. I would as soon think of bark- 
. ing at the moon, or of trying to bite a chunk out of it 
. with my teeth, as to attempt to disprove the exist- 
‘ence of spirits. The Spiritualists mind their own 
business better than I do, but I bear them no 
‘grudge on that account. They hold their public 
peances or their little private circles and commune 


with what Mr. B. F. Underwood used to call their 
subjectiv thought projected into objectivity. I hay 
always believed they were victims of the old relig- 
ious delusion about a future life, and that as tte be- 
lievers in-gods attributed all mysterious things to 
various and sundry gods, so the Spiritualists refer 
them to spirits of various and sundry defunct per- 
sons. They mix a lot of new and unexplained facts 
with the ancient and unproved theory of con- 
tinued existence, and there you hav Spiritualism. 
Except for the said theory of continued existence, 
they would never hav thought of spirits. They 
would hav catalogued the facts with other natural 
facts, and’ would hav. been plain, unvarnished Ma- 
terialists. But the Spiritualists hav no clubs or 
laws, and ask from the state only the protection ac- 
corded to persons who believe otherwise; therefore, 
they are our friends, or at least not our enemies. 
May their tribe increase by continuing to deplete 
the ranks of the churchians. 


I confess to inability to read Spiritualistic lit- 
erature with patience greater than that with which 
I peruse theological sermons. The language of the 
average Spiritualist lecturer or writer is awful in its 
vacuity, like a Bottomless chasm. It abounds in 
words of vague meaning, and its construction baffles 
grammatical analysis. We read about the entical, 
the phenomenal, the - auditiv, the translucent, the 
psychologically apparent, the intuitivly perceptiv, 
the excarnate, the clairaudient, the ethereal, and the 
atmospherically diaphanous. The use of these 
terms may be compatible with profound thinking, 
ras I believe that a balloon inflated with them would 

oat. : 

The opponents of Spiritualism hav the same 
fault. Speaking of “manifestations,” Mr. Wett- 
stein says that unless proof is forthcoming 
“all phenomena based upon such hypothesis must 
be relegated to the repertoire of the theurgist or 
vendor of legerdemain.” Gaze on these words— 
“phenomena,” “hypothesis,” “relegated,” “ reper- 
toire,” “theurgist,” “legerdemain!” Under such 
a blanket of Greek, Latin, and French it is no won- 
der the writer lost sight of his original idea, 
thought out, doubtless, in Anglo-Saxon. And that 
the idea is lost anyone who notes the positions in 
which “phenomena” and “hypothesis” are placed 
will see at once. Phenomena do not hav a hy- 
pothesis for a base. Relativly, the hypothesis is on 
top. My observation convinces me that the con- 
sideration of Spiritual theories dissipates the moist- 
ure of the think-tank, and makes the brain rattle. 
Writing and talking persons far advanced in the 
study of the occult should return to the dewy grass 
and take.a fresh start. They may without offense 
be misunderstood by others, but it is a more serious 
matter when their writing passes the comprehension 
of themselvs. 


At the cld Koster and Bial theater, Twenty-third 
street and Sixth avenue, there are on exhibition 
about seven hundred specimens of the instruments 
of torture used on church and state offenders in the 
Middle Ages. A few.days ago the Editor of Tar 
Truta Szexer detailed me to visit the exhibition 
and write a description of it for these columns. I 
did the visiting and inspecting with the idea that 
the result could be used as material for a paragraph 
in these Observations, and with that thought in my 
mind, I began the work of telling the readers of 
Tse Truru Szexer what they would see for the ad- 
mission price of fifty cents. I had read of these 
instruments of torture, and ‘presumed that I 
knew what they were; but I now find that simple 
description could convey no notion of them. As 
the advertisers say, they must be seen to be appre- 
ciated; but as everybody cannot see them, the only 
recourse is to illustration, and the Editor has sug- 
gested the introduction of cuts. Furthermore, the 
exhibit is so large that my essay has grown to con- 
siderable length, and I hav got permission to make 
a special article on the subject, which, with tke 
cuts, is likely to occupy two or three pages of this 
paper, and I shall not complain if it is made into a 
pamphlet. It is a gruesome subject, not to be 
lightly treated. These old instruments of torture 
show how Christianity was propagated a few hun- 
dred years ago as plainly as old spinning-wheels 
and looms show how the manufacture of cloth was 
introduced. Iam not bragging about my treat- 
ment of the case, but I wish thata million people 
could. sze the illustrations. As exhibiting the 
method by which the religion of love got followers, 
they cannot be equaled. Gzo. E. MACDONALD. 


On Sunday evening next, 24th, Dr. J. H. Duren Ward 
will giva free lecture under the auspices of the Sgience 
Sermons Society, in the lecture room of Rev. Robert 
Collyér’s church, Park avenue, corner of 34th street, 
The subject will be ‘‘ A Christmas Sermon, with the His- 

_ tory of Christmas,” 


English Spelling Immoral. 


In Mr. Putnam’s notice of Colonel Smart’s admirable 
lectnre on schools before the Manhattan Liheral Club, 
given in Tos Truta SEEKER for Dec. 16th, kindly men- 
tion was made of my few remarks on that occasion. I 
spoke of the need which existed for a thorough teaching 
of pho. ics in all grades of schools, and the necessity for a 
reform in spelling to lessen the time and labor now ssent 
in learning to read and write. Colonel Smart’s lecture 
was on ‘‘ The Relation of State to the Schools,” and he - 
touched, though briefly, on the teaching of morality in 
schools, which he considered might be done without re- 
ligious instruction. He said that when achild was taught 
that two and two are four it was a lesson in morality, be- 
cause it was teaching a truth, and truth was the founda- 
tion of morality. To this ideal of moral teaching— 
namely, the presentation of truth alone to children—he 
thought that all instruction should conform, and that 
such instruction should be exemplified and enforced by 
the teacher’s absolute truthfulness in all dealings with the 
children. 

When J rose to express my hearty concurrence with the 
lecturer’s views, it was my intention to hav called special 
attention to Colonel Smart’s declaration that truthful- 
ness should be the basis of all instruction whether in his- 
tory, science, or morals, and from it to deduce the con- 
clusion that English spelling is one of the mnst immoral 
things that can be taught to children. But there was | 
not time to elucidate the subject, and so I spared the 
audience, trusting to be allowed in Tar TRUTH SEEKER 
ar opportunity to substantiate the claim that English 
spelling is immoral because it is untruthful to the law of . 
phonetics, upon which is based the representation of 
modern spoken languages; namely, that the letters of an 
alphabet are intended to represent the sounds which com- 
pose the words of its language. 

Lord Lytton asks in his novel, ‘‘ The Caxtons,” ‘‘ How 
can a system of education flonrish that begins with so 
monstrous @ falsehood, which the sense of hearing suffices 
to contradict?” The child is taught that b-o-n-e is pro- 
nounced bone, but that d-o-n-e is called dun; that t-o e-s 
is toes, hut that d-o-e-s sounds duz; that t-o-n-e is tone, 
but that g-o-n-e is gawn. The word leaf has ea to denote 
the sound of long e, while be«f has ee for the same sound, 
and chief has ie. Each letter in the alphahet has from 
two to eight varying sounds, and nearly every sound of 
the language is denoted with from two to half a dozen 
different letters or combinations of letters, and there are 
no certain rules to guide the learner in the selection of 
either letters or sounds; so that the spelling and pro- 
nunciation of every word has to be learned asa separate 
lesson. In these respects our written and printed lan- 
guage resembles Chinese more than it does any modern 
tongue. 

In September, 1885, the Popular Science Monthly 
published an article by Frederic A. Fernald, now editor 
of Our Language, entitled ‘‘How Spelling Damages the 
Mind?” All Liberals interested in education should read 
this essay. Mr. Fernald says: ‘‘ Here is a chief source of 
the incapacity for thinking which academy and college 
students bring into the science laboratories. This irra- 
tional process, taken up when the child enters school, oc- 
cupying a large share of his time, and continued for six 
or eight years, has a powerful influence in shaping his 
plastic mind. When at last he is allowed to take up the 
study of nature, at the wrong end of his school course, 
what wonder that he sits with folded hands, waiting to be 
told facts to commit to memory, that he cannot realize 
what a law is, and does not know how to use his reason in 
obtaining knowledge? Rational education will never 
flourish as it should till a reformation in the teaching of 
-reading and spelling has been accomplished.” 

Furthermore, Mr. J. H. Gladstone, member of the 
school board for London, has computed the number of 
honrs spent by children in learning to read and spel! Eng- 
lish to be 2,820, while, in gaining an equal knowledge of 
their nativ language, Italian children spend only 945 
hours. The difference amounts to nearly two school years, 
and shows under what a disadvantage English-speaking 
children labor. : 

Note what the distinguished Max Muller says in refer- 
ence to the anomalies of English spelling: ‘‘I know there 
are persons who can defend anything, and hold that it is 
due to this very disciplin that the English character is 
what it is; that it retaine respect for authority; that it 
does not require a reason for everything, and that it does 
not admit that what is inconceivable is therefore impossi- 
ble. Even English orthodoxy has been traced back to 
that hidden source, because a child accustomed to believe 
that t-h-o-u-g-h is tho, and t-h-r-o-u-g-h is thru, would 
afterward believe anything. It may be so; still I doubt 
whether even such objects would justify such means.” 

The effect of this constant dependence on authority 
alone—of calling that correct spelling which is utterly re- 
pugnant to reason and common sense—works injury to 
the mental powers. It is calculated to dwarf the reason, 
to cripvle the judgment, and to prepare young people for 
unhesitating credence in all the superstitions of the past 
and presentage. Astrological and theological dogmas, 
which call for implicit faith in spite of reason, hav the 
way prepared for their acceptance by the arbitrary de- 
cisions of the dictionary. The spelling of every word is, 
in fact, a miracle which the child is peremptorily called 
upon to believe; snd when the young student is thor- 
oughly convinced that although b-o-n-e spells bone, o-n e 
sounds wun, he is prepared to believe that myths are 
facts, and that caprice and not law rules the universe. 
Such spelling is immoral, and should be especially ob- 
noxious to Freethinkers. Eniza B, Bournz. 

SPELLING REForm Rooms, 

24 Clinton Place, New York. 
ee 

Wa. Coox the veteran Freethinker of Sayannah, Mo., 
says: ‘‘l hav read ‘Abraham Lincoln: Was He A 
Christian?’ It is a grand effort, and shows a master 


workman,” 
in mm m 


Dr. L. G. Jants delivered a very brilliant lecture on 
“Cosmic Evolution as Related to Ethics,” before the 
Brooklyn Philosophical Association laet Sunday after- 
noon He tried to show that Nature was just as moral as 
man, and that she tanght jnst as many moral lessons as 
the life experience of man does. One critic said he did 
not owe nature anything, not even his existence, but the 
doctor soon showed him thathedid. It was, asallagreed, 
one of the best lectures of the season, 
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Letters of Rriends. 


What a Sample Copy Did. 

Crossy, Tex., Dec. 9, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: Send Tue TRUTH SEEKER 
to the appended address. Find inclosed 
postal note for $3. There are several 
people in this county who would be Free- 
thinkers if they knew how. Some friend 
sent meacopy of your paper, which has 
been the means of my sending you this 

subscription. J. ©. Harvey. 


Well Pleased with Heston, of Course. 

Rep Canon, Wyo., Dec. 2, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: Please find inclosed money 
order for $3.50, for which send Tur TRUTH 
SEEKER for one year, and ‘‘ Old Testament 
Stories Comically Illustrated.” If the 
times were not so hard I am sure I could 
get quite a good sized club here. We are 
all well pleased with Mr. Heston’s car- 

toons. John Peck is a full bushel. 
O. W. FURLEIGH. 


A Subscriber for Twenty Years. 

FORESTVILLE, N. Y., Dec. 6, 1893. 
Mr. Enprror: I wish to say that I hav 
taken Tun Trora SEEKER for twenty years 
aud more and I do not propose to do with- 
out it now, although I am in my eighty- 
third year. Please find inclosed $4, for 
which I want the paper another year, 
“Religion a Curse,” *‘ Crimes of Preach- 
ers,” aud ‘*Old Testament Stories Comic- 

ally Ilinstrated.” Mrs. J. W. BENNETT. 


It Will Go All Right. 

Oxrorp, N. S., Dec. 6, 1893. 
Mr. Epitor: Inclosed please find post- 
office order for $3 to renew my subscrip- 
tion. Not long ago I owned a book en- 
titled ‘“The Bible Analyzed.” One day a 
Christian friend of mine saw this book 
and wanted to read it. I Jet him hav it, 
and he thought so much of it he wanted 
to keep it, so I made him a present of it. 
If you hav another one for me, and think 
you can get it through the mails, send it 

along and I will remit the price. 

E. H. SCHURMAN. 


Has Little Faith in the Leading Parties. 
BucxueY, Wasu., Dec. 1, 1893. 
Mr. Epiror: Good, Brother Peck! keep 
on with your financial articles.. There are 
many Liberals in this country who know 
nothing about finance, and at the same 
time think they know it all. I am afraid 
we will soon be in the soup if nothing is 
done with our money and banking system; 
but the question is, Can it be righted by 
voting for McKinleyism and Cleveland- 
ism? Itis high time the Liberals of this 
land woke up and studied this important 
question. 
Inclosed find Uncle Sam’s order for $3 
for the grand old TRUTH SELKER. 
Yours truly, Martin GRAW. 


Talmage Believes the Bible. 


STRASBURG, ILL., Dec. 3, 1893. 

Mr. Evrror: Rev. T. De Witt Talmage, 
in his recent sermon on the ‘‘Ifs” of the 
Bible, asks his listeners, readers, and 
dunes: ‘‘Tf the boat of leaves made water- 
tight, in which the infant Moses sailed the 
Nile, hed sunk, who would hav led Israel 
out of Egypt?” We refer the reverend 
to Nambers xx, 16, where Moses himself 
sent word to the king of Edom, saying: 
‘*And when we cried unto the Lord, he 
heard our voice, and sent an angel, and 
had brought us forth out of Egypt.” The 
learned divine does not ask his dupes: ‘* If 
Moses had not commanded his people to 
borrow from the Egyptians, where would 
hav been the golden calf?” Nor does he 
tell them that ‘‘If’ the boat had sunk, 
Moses could not hav told of his birth, his 
deatb, and the whole creation story. 

He says: ‘‘We hav theological semi- 
naries which spend most of their time and 
their learning and their genius in the 
manufacturing of ‘Ifs.’ With that 
weaponry are assailed the Pentateuch, and 
the miracles, and the divinity of Jesus 
Christ. Almost everybody is chewing on 
an ‘‘If.” Mr. Talmage himself chews and 
rechews the same cuds for half an hour, 
but we cannot know what part of the cuds 
his mental stomach is able to digest, ‘‘if” 
any. He seems to think himself called upon 
to chew and rechew and leave others to do 
the swallowing. ‘‘If” the story of Jo ra 


and the whale is by Talmage sufficiently 
chewed and rechewed, some of his listen- 
ers may, to please him, try to swallow it, 
but many, like the whale, not being able 
to digest Jonab, vomit him forth. The 
learned reverend might, with much more 
propriety, put another ‘‘if,” and ask: 
t ‘If’ the Lord had not opened the mouth 
of the ass and the eyes of Balaam, what 
would hav been the consequence?” Or, 
“If you stop paying the preacher, would 
there be much preaching?” Not much! 

f H. BERNEARD. 


Wants Paine’s Eye Opener. 
ÅSTORIA, Int., Dec. 4, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: Inclosed please find 
twenty-five cents, for Thomas Paine’s 
‘Age of Reason.” I hav heard quite a 
good deal about it and want to read it, 

I was amused the other day, when look- 
ing throngh my brother’s TRUTH SEEKER, 
to read the letter written by the man who 
saw so much superstition at the World’s 
Fair on Sunday. I attended the Fair one 
Sunday and don’t believe I ever thought 
of superstition once. My comrade and I 
took a boat ride in the morning, and when 
the church bells were ringing I remarked 
to him that this seemed less like Sunday 
to me than any other Sunday of all my 
life. How differeutly people see things in 
this world. I don’t hold to any belief 
strictly and don’t see anything so terrible 
about churches. If the man that gave 
Shenandoah, Ie., such a bard name will 
come to Astoria he will find a town with 
plenty of church people and as good as 
any for morality. I don’t claim that the 
churches are responsible for our good 
little village, but we are certainly no worse 
off for having them. Jas. H. Horner. 

(The man who found the superstition at 
the World’s Fair on Sunday had his mind’s 
eye open and so knew that most of the 
exhibits were covered because superstition 
had the brains of the exhibitors in its 
grasp, making them believe the ridiculous 
nonsense that it is wrong to look on the 
productions of men and the beauties of 
nature on a particular day of the week. 
Mr. Horner also saw, but he did not ask 
why. Knowledge is necessary to enable 
us to make good use of the forces of 
nature. Money put into churches and 
preaching is wasted because it is used to 
instruct the people in regard to super- 
mundane persons and places about which 
the teachers know no more than their 
pupils. Hence Astoria—and every other 
place where churches exist—is distinctly 
worse off because of their presence. 
And again—how long could our corre- 
spondent say that his Christian neighbors 
are ‘‘as good as any ” if they put in prac- 
tice the teachings of their sacred book?— 
Ep. T. 8.] 


Mistaken Identity; or, a Plain Drank 
Transformed to Religious Intoxication. 
Wartsontown, Pa., Dec. 10, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: The Shamokin, Pa., cor- 
respondent of the New York World will 
please stand up to hear me denounce him 
as a liar. I refer to the dispatch printed 
on page 773 of Tue TRUH SEEKER, Dec. 
9, and taken from the New York World: 

“James Starks, an iron-worker, was 
stricken dumb eight months ago for blas- 
phemy.” 

Just think! an iron-worker in Shamokin! 
Who ever heard of iron works in Shamo- 
kin? The dispatch is dated November 23; 
and I was in Shamokin on November 17, 
and could find no works save coal mines. 
But then, I suppose, the iron works and 
iron workers got into Shamokin between 
the 17th and 23d of November. Only six 
days erecting iron works and getting iron 
workers! 

But this did not happen in Shamokin, 
nor eight months ago. It happened at 
Milton, Pa., which is twenty-five miles 
from Shamokin. Yes, the man was 
stricken. It was probably over a year 
ago. At the time the Milton Standard, a 
paper owned and edited by a lot of tem- 
perance fanatics, gave out the news first. 
No sooner had it appeared in that paper 


than my friends made a rush on me with. 


copies of the paper: ‘‘It.would hav a ten- 
dency to bring Mr. Diehl! over to the fold, 
as we are in need of bright young men 
like him,” said one of these moral suckers. 
But the flattery. Holy hump, what a 
bright young man! Gee whiz! But when 


the horrible agonies of this man Starks 
were all explained to Mr. Diehl he was 
reticent, but refused to believe the story 
until it was investigated. At his leisure 
Mr. Diehl investigated the case. Here is 
the result of the investigation: 

Mr, Starks, iron-worker, drunk for one 
year. At times could not talk. Some re- 
ligious friends got him sober long enough 
to go to church. When sober he could 
talk; when drunk he could not. 

I most cordially invite the Har of the 
World to investigate the case and prove 
himself a liar and save me the trouble. 

I want to giv a tip to the telegraph edi- 
tors of the metropolitan papers that this i8 
a bad community to hav 8uòh dispatches 
sent out from. Your humbleservant reads 
every daily and weekly newspaper pub- 
lished in central Pennsylvania, and is per- 
sonally acquainted with half the editors of 
the state. 

The church, in this case, is to be con- 
gratulated for getting Mr. Starks sober 
long enough to giv him a dose of religion, 
but when that wore off he again began to 
wet his whistle ard could not talk or hear. 
Or, in the words of the closing paragraph 
of the dispatch: ‘‘When it [the vision} 
vanished, he was unable to speak or hear.” 
The fact of the whole matter is it was & 
plain drunk such as we read of in the daily 
press every day. 

Oross examination most respectfully so- 
licited. J. Warp Dray 


A Stirring Eleemosynary Appeal. 
Bronson, Mron., Dee. 11, 1893. 

Cou. R. Q. INGERSOLL, My Dear Sir: 
I cannot conscientiously longer postpone 
a sadly neglected duty, and therefore 
take the liberty of addressing you in 
regard to a matter that has at various 
times been uppermost in my mind only to 
be temporarily crowded out by something 
else requiring immediate attention. 

Cannot something liberally generous be 
done to relieve the wants, so nearly ap- 
proaching destitution, of our superannu- 
ated agitators, thinkers, and writers in 
the Freethought cause? Is it not acrying 
disgrace, a cankerous shame, that the 
brave, self-abnegating pioneers of ‘‘auld 
lang syne,” who so grandly poured forth 
upon progression’s altar their time, their 
talents, their money, and their strength, 
should be allowed to die by inches during 
the last few years of their lives, isolated, 
neglected, forsaken, and forgotten? Is 
there any other sect, clique, or clan in the 
world of civilization that thus treats its 
lifetime loyal evangels? 

It is enough to make one’s heart bleed 
to listen to J. H. Cook’s narration of how 
he is compelled to exist in a board shanty 
on fifty cents a week; and then to think 
that poor, courageous old Jeremiah Hacker 
is trying to be contentedly comfortable on 
an annuity of $100! 

It was an inspiring sight to witness the 
exuberant joy of the venerable Dr. Cook 
as he bent forward to pick up the dollars 
that were showered at his feet during the 
late Chicago Freethought convention, and 
to hear his heartfelt exclamation of ‘‘ Free 
silver! Free silver!” The episode is an 
indication (if any were needed) that In- 
fidels are not without charitable impulses 
and that all that is lacking is a concerted 
movement to attract their attention to the 
imperativ needs of their fellow-creatures. 

The world owes you a debt of gratitude 
that it never can fully repay for your 
noble contribution of time, strength, and 
money, by which the rugged pathway to 
the grave of grand old Walt Whitman was 
smoothed down and made easier endur- 
able. Like all prominent Humanitarians, 
you no doubt are in these dread days of 
financial depression met with frequent, 
ever-recurring draughts upon your fund 
for charity. Still, can you notin the near 
future find the leisure to devote the time 
and proceeds of at least one lecture to in 


like manner put beyond want for the bal-. 


ance of their not many remaining days a 
few more such worthy retired warriors in 
the field of rationalistic propagandism? 

J. Francis RUGGLES. 
- Nore to TRUTH Sgexer Reapers.—In 
the meantime, while awaiting the satis- 
factory arrangement of.some practical 
plan for the permanent amelioration and 
relief of the poor and aged veterans, who 


are impelled, by time’s inroads on their. 


vitality, to step down from activ campaign- 


ing, why shonld not every peruser of this 
appeal take upon himself the self-imposed 
pleasure of at once remitting to J. Hacker, 
Vineland, N. J., and J. H. Oook, Colum- 
bus, Kan., also to any other known 
deserving parties similarly situated, a few 
dollars or dimes as a holiday present? Mr, 
Hacker will return copies of his brees#y, 
rollicking rhymes, all of which ate well 
worth reading, I hav set the example 
myself by contributing in advance of the 
inditing of this effusion, all of which has 
been whelly unsolicited by any of thé 
parties hoped to be benefited by its 
preparation and publication. J. F. R. 


My Talk at a Funeral. 


ConumBus, Kan., Sept. 22, 1893. 

Mr. Enrror: My best friends and neigh- 
bors, who came here just after I did 
twenty-three years ago—Mr. and Mrs. 
Evans—are noble, kind, honest, industri- 
ous, genial, progressiv Freethinkers. 
They took Tum TRUTH SEEKER ten years, 
Their house has always been freely and 
gladly open to all -Freethinkers and itiner- 
ant lecturers, who were made welcome 
and departed with happy and lasting. im: 
pressions. 

These parents hay been very unfortu- 
nate in losing children, as well as in many 
other losses. On September 19th I was 
called upon to speak briefly at the funeral 
of their son, a promising, industrious, 
affectionate boy ten years old. He died 
so suddenly and unexpectedly—being sick 
but a few days—that. the family were in- 
expressibly grieved, and only copious 
tears could relieve the pressure. The 
grief was sympathetically shared by all 
present, and it was àa sorrowful audience, 
Christians and heretics mingling their 
tears. Mr. and Mrs. Evans, although 
Freethinkers, hav many friends and few 
or no enemies. 

Two nights before the funeral I came 
near dying myself. alone, in one of my 
states of ‘‘ nervous exhaustion,” and I wis 
in poor physical condition to- speak. 
There was no one’ else to represent the 
views or voite the sentiments of the 
parents. Most of those present were 
Christians. There were two Catholics 
and several ‘‘ holiness people,” whose re- 
ligion is greatly emotional, based upon a 


lind faith, and who say they cannot sin! 


This was the eighth time T.had spoken 
in that house—at the funerals of six of 
their own children, one adopted child, 
and a brother of Mrs. Evans, Most of 
those who were there would not hav come 
to hear anything from me they did not 
believe on any occasion but a funeral. 
Some of them were so full of ignorance 
and prejudice, that they did not want to 
hear a single word concerning the sav- 
ing and human truth I told them. If 
a Christian preacher had said all I did, it 
would hav been, at least much of it, ‘‘all 
right.” What I said was to the living, not 
to or for the dead, I gave briefly my 
views of this life; its significance and how 
to make the most of it. I pointed out to 
them the fallacy of always going to be 
happy, but never getting to it; cheating 
ourselvs out of life now and expecting to 
make it up in ‘‘mansions in the skies”; 
in some imaginary, improved, impossible 
‘heaven above.” 

I briefly advocated cremation for sani- 
tary and economical reasons. I.cannot 
write all I said. Of course to some it was 
an awful funeral talk. A German Men- 
nonite preacher present said I did not 
‘giv much consolation.” I suppose he 
thought I should hav spoken of his Christ, 
the savior; of the Christian’s airy-built 
heaven; of the dead boy’s immortal soul, 
and said that his afflicted parents would 
meet him ‘‘beyond the river”; of all of 
which I knew nothing and neither does . 
he. I closed by quoting ‘‘The world is 


‘my country, to do good my religion,” 


from Thomas Paine, whom Christians 
hate. I said I wanted everybody to be 
healthy, long-lived, and happy; to be 
honest, just, and truthful; -to liv free, 
natural lives; to hav all the products of 
their labor, and all their wants supplied. 
That, I said, is my religion. Ifany one here 
has anything better I will drop mine ani 
accept it. One woman - exclaimed, ‘ [ 
hav,” and I presume she felt so.. When I 
had stopped talking, an ignorant, credu- 
lous, misled, emotional ‘‘ holiness woman * 
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knelt before Mrs. Evans and prayed for 
her ‘‘ soul,” 

At the grave I sang two verses from 
Pope’s ‘‘ Universal Prayer,” and thus 
ended one of the most pathetic and, to me, 
impressiv funerals I ever attended, 


Like leaves on the-trees the race of man is 
found: 

Now falling off, now withering on the 
ground, š 

So generations in their course decay; 

So flourish these when those hav passed 
away. 


J. H. Coox. 


All About God’s “Goodness and Mercy ” 
to the American People. 


Denver, Cor., Deo. 6, 1898. 

PRESIDENT CLEVELAND, Dear Sir: In 
concluding your inaugural address on 
March 4, 1898, you said: ‘Above all, I 
know there is a Supreme Being, who rules 
the affairs of men, and whose goodness and 
mercy hav always followed the American 
people, and I know he will not turn from 
us now if we humbly and reverently seek 
his powerful aid.” 

Now, Mr. Cleveland, as you know there 
is a Supreme Being, you are just the man 
for whom I hav been looking these many 
years. I hav been offering $20,000 reward 
(and the offer is yet good) for proof of the 
existence of said Supreme Being, but I 
hav never yet been able to get one iota of 
proof. How do you know there is such a 
being? Did you ever, or can you, see him? 
Did you ever, or can you, hear him? Did 
you ever, or can you, taste him? Did yon 
ever, or can you, smell him? Did you 
ever, or can you, feel him? If you ever 
saw him, what does he look like? About 
how old is he? How tall is he? How 
much would his nibs weigh in his stocking 
feet and his right mind? What is his 
complexion? What is the color of his hair 
and eyes? Does he wear whiskers? What 
is his nationality? What are his politics 
and religion? How did you discover his 
sex? Is he, or was he, ever married? If 
so, where is Mrs. God? If you ever heard 
him, what does he sound like? Does he 
sing? Is his voice a bass, soprano, tenor, 
alto, baritone, or contralto? If you ever 
tasted him, what does he taste like? Does 
he taste cold or warm, bitter or sweet, acid 
or saline? If you ever smelled him, what 
does he smell like? If you ever felt him, 
what does he feel like? Does he feel hot 
or cold, hard or soft, smooth or rough, 
damp or dry? ‘Where does he reside, and 
where is his place of business? You say 
he is a ruler—that he rules the affairs of 
men; well, then, if Mr. God rules the 
affairs of men, for what purpose did the 
American people elect you? Surely a su- 
preme being would not require any assist- 
ance. But if you and he are going to form 
a partnership for the purpose of ruling us 
poor devils, I hope you, Grover, will see 
that he does not get drunk, as he used to, 
and swear and roar and ride on 
horses and asses and storms, and order 
pregnant women disemboweled with the 
sword, and make all the people drunk and 

‘raise hell generally. Also try to persuade 
him that it is decidedly outre to shave his 
feet and head with a razor any more, and 
that it is considered hic-hoc-jimjamicus by 
the 400 to appear at breakfast in full even- 
ing dress and a groggy tout ensemble. 
Also see that his majesty uses a saddle 
when he rides a storm, so that he won’t 
ruin his clothes if the storm gets to sweat- 
ing. You say he rules the affairs of men, 
but don’t say anything about the women. 
Are we to presume that he is not man 
enough to rule the ladies, or hav the fair 
ones got sense enough to rule themselvs? 
You say his ‘‘ goodness and mercy hav al- 
ways followed the American people.” 
Where is his ‘‘goodness and mercy” in 
all of the thousands of fires, wrecks, floods, 
diseases, famins, and disasters that an- 
nually cause the most intense suffering, 
and the destruction of thousands of the 
American people? Where is his ‘‘good- 
ness and mercy to the American people” 
in making two-thirds of their country so 
infernally frigid during half the time that 
thousands miserably perish with the cold 
every winter? Then when he lights the 
pleasant fires of spring in the great cook 
stove of summer, the heat thus produced, 


acting upon the surrounding coldness, so 
to speak, generates some more of his 
‘* goodness and mercy,” in the form of the 
ring-tailed, rip-roaring, snorting, death- 
dealing, and hell-raising cyclone that play- 
fully chaseth other thousands of the afore- 
said American people up the proverbial 
morning glory vine. 


Then as soon as the dear American peo- 
ple hav planted their crops, your God goes 
to work and: cuts up what ‘‘ goodness and 
mercy” he had left over from making 
snow, double-geared lightning, and bob- 
tailed cyclones, into smaller pieces (so that 
they will go farther) to each of which he 
attaches several pairs of legs and wings, a 
pair of eyes, and then, after injecting 
sleepless appetites, sends them forth in the 
shape of cut-worms, chintz-bugs, grass- 
hoppers, etc., to destroy the crops of the 
farmers so that they will hav no doubts 
that your partner’s ‘‘goodness and 
mercy” are surely following them. Some- 
times this omnipotent cuss gets recklessly 
generous and magnanimous toward the 
American people, and cuts his ‘‘goodness 
and mercy” up into strips from two to ten 
feet long, and puts a lot of rattles on one 
end of these strips and a pair of wicked 
and fascinating eyes, a forked tongue, a 
pair of sharp and poisoned fangs, and two 
self-filling-and-never-empty-sacs of deadly 
poison on the other end, and then sends 
these writhing and hissing pieces of 
** goodness and mercy ” into the grass, the 
harvest fields, the orchards, the woods, by 
streams and waters, among the fruits and 
flowers, and in the paths and high-ways, 
so that the American people will hav no 
trouble in finding them. i 


There are thousands upon thousands of 
the American people whose faces are all 
horrible pitted and scarred from having 
come into contact with some choice bits of 
your partner’s ‘‘ goodness and mercy,” in 
the shape of small-pox. Oh, yes, Grover, 
there is no doubt-but that God’s ‘‘good- 
ness and mercy ” sleep with their clothes 
on so as to ‘‘always” be ready at a mo- 
ment’s notice to follow the American peo- 
ple. Why, I hav known Old Man God’s 
“ goodness and mercy” to be so thick in 
places that one could cut it with a knife. 
Why, it accumulated to such an extent in 
Chicago, in 1871, that it burst forth in the 
form of flames and destroyed most of the 
city. And at Johnstown, Pa., his ‘‘good- 
ness and mercy” accumulated to such an 
enormous extent that they ‘‘ busted” the 
dam in order to follow the American peo- 
ple more closely, and then did follow them 
so Closely and persistently for the next few 
days that thousands of them received dam 
damp deaths as souvenirs of your almighty 
partner’s ‘‘ goodness and mercy.” I sup- 
pose that your pal’s ‘‘goodness and 
mercy” were ‘‘always following the 
American people ” from 1861 to 1865, and 
got so infernally thick at Appomattox that 
the Confederacy was unable to wade 
through it any longer and was compelled 
to surrender? 


I wonder how the good Southern Dem- 
ocrats will like to be told by you, Grover, 
at this late day, that their downfall and 
the liberation of their slaves was the result 
of God’s ‘‘ goodness and mercy ” ‘‘always” 
following them? Grover, was God’s good- 
ness and mercy” following the Ameri- 
can people in 1888, when you were de- 
feated, and that sniveling, pious hypo- 
crit, Harrison, elected? I suppose the ten 
million of mortgages on the homes of 
the American people are but financial 
nom de plumes of God's ‘‘ goodness and 
mercy ” still following said American peo- 
ple? And doubtless all the penitentiaries, 
asylums, and prisons in the United States 
are but othér forms of God’s ‘‘ goodness 
and mercy,” dogging the footsteps of the 
American people. And I hay no doubt, 
Grover, but what the half million of pros- 
titutes in the United States and Canada 
are but God’s ‘‘goodness and mercy” 
masquerading in dresses, so as to more 
effectually camp on the trail of the Ameri- 
can people, especially, the male portion of 
the American people. It is a wonder to 
me, Grover, that you did not invite this 
Supreme High Cock-s-lorum into .your 
cabinet, for he is well qualified for most 
any of the cabinet portfolios, especially 
the agricultural or war departments. As 
he orders and controls the weather, sea- 


nibs would certainly make a jim dandy 
secretary of agriculture. As ‘“‘his eyes 
were as a flame of fire and his feet like fine 
brass, and a sharp, two-edged sword sticks 
out of his mouth ” (Rev. i, 14, 15, 16); and 
‘smoke comes out of his nostrils, and 
fire out of his mouth” (2 Sam. xxii, 9); 
and ‘‘horns coming out of his hands” 
(Hab iii, 4, 5); and ‘‘his tongue isa de- 
vouring fire” (Isa. xxx, 27); and as he 
makes and controls the lightnings, cy- 
clones, earthquakes, floods, : pestilences, 
and can walk upon the sea, and can feed 
five thousand men with five small biscuits 
and two little sardines, and hav twelve 
basketfuls left over after the men had all 
gorged themselvs to their utmost capacity 
(St. John vi, 10-13), he would surely 
make the bangest kind of a bang-up sccre- 
tary of war. There is not a nation on the 
face of the earth who would dare to tackle 
us for a finish fight or to even spar a 
limited number of rounds, if we had such 
a rip-snorting ‘‘ heavy weight” at the 
head of our war department. We would 
not need to build any more expensiv, steel 
armored ironclads, and decorate them 
with cannon. Krupp guns, torpedoes, and 
other Christian toys with which to ‘‘ love 
our neighbors as ourselvs;’’ all we would 
hav to do to make our coast defense per- 
fect would be to tie the American flag to 
his omnipotent tail, and then hav him 
walk up and down the Atlantic and Pacific 
coasts every day on the water, so that his 
feet would not get hot from walking. 

Now, my dear Grover, in conclusion I 
must again request you to send me the 
proofs of the existence of a supreme 
being who is always tagging around after 
the American people, and yet will not doa 
blame thing for them unless they pat him 
on the back and say ‘‘pretty please” to 
him. Send methe proof and I will pay 
you $50,000 cash for your trouble, and 
will also apologize for thinking you a 
demagog and fakir. The proof must be 
such as would be admitted in the supreme 
court of the United States, and as you are 
a lawyer, you know the rules governing 
evidence. What a pity we cannot elect a 
president who is intellectual and honest 
enough to make a patriotic and statesman- 
like speech on a great occasion without 
descending to lying and demogogery and 
resorting to the street fakir’s tricks! 

Respectfully yours, Dr. C. W. Max. 


Sfot for Parsons. 


Important news has broken on this 
dull world at last. The Lord is coming! 
He may be expected any moment. He is 
coming for the second time. He has not 
yet come for the first time. But he is ap. 
parently to come the second time, and then 
he can come for the first time afterwards, 
at his leisure. You must expect him to 
turn the natural order of things a little 
topsy turvy. ‘‘The Campbells Are Com- 
ing” is a tune now out of fashion. ‘‘The 
Lord is Coming ” is its successor. Always 
something coming—the Campbells, the 
Colorado beetle, or the influenza; and 
now here is the Lord, the most appalling 
item of all. Since he left Palestine, nearly 
two thousand years ago, if he has -been 
traveling ever since at the rate of a can- 
non ball, hé has not, as yet, reached Sirius, 
the nearest of the fixed stars; and heaven 
is beyond that—at least, the telescope has 
shown us Sirius, and no heaven between 
here and it; so it is really awfully good of 
him to come so soon, before he has given 
himself time to bav reached heaven at all. 
He has been in a hurry back. When here, 
somebody (the Jews got the blame) 
knocked nails into him. Yoa would hav 
thought that such usage would hav made 
him reluctant to return to the planet of 
such hammer-and-tongs receptions. But 
apparently he would rather run the risk of 
having a pound of tenpenny nails knocked 
into him than go on fiying through space 
forever, like a cricket-ball batted by Satan. 
He set Ahasueras, the Wandering Jew, on 
his everlasting tramp, while he himself 
took his everlasting fly. They are a couple 
of Wandering Jews. The one is wander- 
ing over the earth under the curse he re- 
ceived at Jerusalem; the other is flying 
through space from the impetus of the 
jump skyward he gave from the top of 
Mount Olivet. A pretty couple verily: 
two tired dearies they must be! What 
Benedictine monk invented this divine 
comedy? He must hav been a cracked 


f cleric writing for a cracked world. Are 
_ there ‘‘ truths” here to be discerned by 
` our spiritual eye? I should say they appeal 
sons, eto., and rides upon the storms, his to our lunatic eye; and spiritual and 


Sit 


lunatic are not, except with priestcraft, 
synonymous. 


In plain English, the Lord had better 
stay where he is. Should he come here, his 
visit is likely to end in his getting hanged. 
If the record be true, hè got crucified 
when he visited us before, and to come 
and get hanged now is a poor prospect. It 
is likely the fact of this prospect before 
his mind’s eye keeps him away. In re- 
gard to the hanging of the Lord, the seer 
of Ecclefechan inclined to my ovinion. 
One evening, at a small literary gathering 
at which Carlyle was present, writes a re- 
cent anecdotist, a lady, who was somewhat 


noted for her ‘‘ muslin theology,” was be- 


wailing the wickedness of the Jews in not 
receiving Christ, and ended her diatribe 
against them by expressing her regret that 
he had not appeared in our own time. 
“How delighted,” said she, ‘‘ we should 
all hav been to throw our doors open to 
him and to listen to his divine precepts! 
Don’t you think so, Mr. Carlyle?” ‘No, 
madam, I don’t. I. think that, had he 
come very fashionably dressed with plenty 
of money, and preaching doctrins palata- 
able to the higher orders, I might hav had 
the honor of receiving from you a card of 
invitation, on the back of which would be 
written, ‘To meet our Savior;’ but if he 
had come, uttering his sublime precepts, 
and denouncing the Pharisees, and asso- 
ciating with the publicaus and lower or- 
ders, as he did, you would hav treated him 
much as the Jews did, and hav cried out, 
‘take him to Newgate, and hang him!’” 
Hugh Price Hughes might, as a business 
speculation, interview the Lord for the 
Methodist Times, and ask him his opin- 
ions of his (H. P. H.’s) celebrated ‘‘ Con- 
verted Atheist Shoemaker.” The Lord 
might bluntly remind H. P. H. that cer- 
tain parties shall bav their portion in the 
lake which burneth with fire and brim- 
stone. H. P. H. is a ‘‘superior person,” 
and would not stand being spoken to in 
this fashion. He would pick up his hat 
and gloves and walk out, leaving the Lord 
to ruminate. Outside we.can fancy H. P. 
H. meeting Holy Joe Parker. ‘‘Havyouso 
soon quitted the presence of the Lord?’ asks 
Parker, in devout astonishment. ‘‘ Lord, 
indeed! A pretty Lord. Do you know 
that over that Atheist shoemaker story of 
mine he as good as called me a——?” ‘*Oh, 
never mind that. Consider yourself highly 
honored in that he has taken any notice of 
you at all. Between you and me, Parker, 
Ido not really mind so much his calling . 
mea novelist over the ‘Shoemaker’ af- 
fair; but the unpardonable thing on his 
part is he proved I was one. If he were 
ten times the Lord, I would not stand this 
of him. I assured him that the ‘Atheist 
Shoemaker’ was invented for his glory.” 
“ Ah, Brother Hughes,” sighs Holy Joe, 
“that is the worst of having the Lord too 
close at hand. ‘Nearer, My God to Thee,’ 
is all very wellina hmyn; but, between you 
and me, the further off he is the better for 
gentlemen of your vocation and mine. We 
will hav to get him bundled back to 
heaven, or anywhere but this planet. If 
he stay here a fortnight, he will ruin our 
business. The worst thing that can befall 
us is the ‘Second Coming of the Lord; 
the half-yearly coming of the devil would 
be as nothing to it.” ‘‘I don’t care, Par- 
ker; I’ve been insulted, grossly insulted. 
He has actually proved to my face——., 
Hang it all, I had rather he had made use 
of his favorite epithet and called me a 
‘ viper,’ or even ‘a generation of vipers.’ 
What shail I do, Parker? Go for him in 
the Methodist Times?” ‘*Take my ad- 
vice, Hughes, my boy, and leave him 
severely alone. [ am, as you know, a 
business man. Do not giv a line in the 
Methidist Times, unless he pay for it 
down on the nail. And he does seem to 
hav twopence. I hope he will not turn up 
at the City Temple. His clothes smell and 
he has a doss-house appearance about him 
that would frighten the best-paying mem- 
bers of my congregation out of their pews. 
Not that Iam a bigot. There is room in 
the City Temple for either the Lord or the 
devil—or both of them at once, if they 
like—only they must come respectably 
dressed, behave themselvs decorously, and 
if they are to be welcome back again, 
they should put something handsome in 
the plate.” ‘*Just think of it, Brother 
Parker, he proved I was ——”’ - *‘ Ah, well, 
be thankful it isno worse. Hark ye, we 
must get rid of him. I thinkI see my way 
to having him lodged in a lunatic asylum. 
As long as we hav our bread to win, it will 
never do to let the multitude know that 
the Lord has actually come a second time. 
We must hav him locked up, otherwise he 
will expose the swindle by which we make 
our living. We hav got the New Testa- 
ment; we do not want the Old Testator. 
We hav got a book about him; we don’t 
want him.” ‘Quite so, Brother Parker, 
quite so. But just think of it. He—. 
No wonder they crucified him! I’m all of 


a shake. We hav not our white chokers. 
We will not be recognized here. Tet us 
go and hava brandy and a cigar. Except 


along way off, no more of the Lord for 
me!” Ereunt. 


—Saladin, in Agnostic Journal. 
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@iildren’s Gorner. 


fitted ty iiss Susan H. Wrxon, Fall 
Rer, Mass., to whom all Communica- 
tior for this Corner should be sent. 


“ Between the dark and the daylight, 

\ hen the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes à pause in the day's occupations 

That is known as the Children’s Hour.” 


The Doll. 


It usually comes about Christmas time 

When baby’s asleep by half-past nine, 
On its winkity, sleepity cot. 

Sometimes it comes nakeł, with nothing to 
we: Tr, 

Sometimes dressed finely, with beautiful hair, 
Ox its winkity, sleepity cot. 


You can’t mike it eat, and you can’t make it 
dri k, 

It som» imes can stand, ar d some'imes can wink, 
On its winki y, sleepity cot. 


You love it, caress it, ta!k it, “nd dress it, 
Take itoutri sng, a -d come home and bless it, 
On its winkity, sleepity cot. 


There is nothing from the dear little thing to 
hide, 

It will lie in the cradle, or perhaps by your side, 
On its wirkity, sle: pity cot. 

But thcugh you talk moiher-like, it won’t auswer 
at ail. 

Well, how can the dumb thing, when i.’s only a 
doll, 
On its winkity, sleepity cot? 

paes 


Concerning Christmas. 


Christmas is of pagan origin, as are 
some other holidays and observances. 
Originally, the season was celebrated and 
known as the festival of the winter solstice, 
and many beautiful recollections are inter- 
woven with the ancient custom. 

The old Druids performed their rites 
and ceremonies in the deep recesses of 
forests, and the fashion of decorating 
dwellings with evergreen and holly berries 
comes from the mystic shadows of the 
leafy temples wherein they were wont to 
assemble to worship at the shrine of 
Nature. The Druids supposed that the 
mistletoe was invested with strange and 
mysterious properties, and their high 

‘priest was accustomed to cut it with a 
sickle made of gold, and at the same time 
two snow-white bulls were tied under the 
branches of the old oaken tree and sacri- 
ficed. The Druids believed that the 
mistletoe was a shield from the harm that 
evil spirits might inflict and that one who 
wore it could never be susceptible to 
poison. : 

The old Scandinavians celebrated this 
season of the year and made great feasts 
in honor of their god Thor, for whom we 
find named one of our week days—Thurs- 
day, otherwise Thor’s day. It was yule- 
tide with them, and they always made sure 
to burn in their big fireplaces a log of 
wondrous size, which they called the yule 
log. While this old log was burning and 
crackling, and its cheerful blaze lighted 
the room, friends gathered from near and 
afar, stamping the snow from their feet 
and bringing in the little children all 
muffled up in warm furs and blankets, so 
that one could only catch & glimps of a 
rosy cheek, or a dimpled chin, and a pair 
of bright and sparkling eyes. 

In*the presence of the burning log all 
old feuds were forgotten, they who had 
been enemies became friends, and, in the 
light of the dancing flames, old differences 
of opinion were put aside and the hatchets 
that had divided friends were buried too 
deep for resurrection. 

Much merriment and jollity prevailed 
upon the occasion; there was feasting and 
fun, there was cracking of nuts and crack- 
ing of jokes and a general good time all 
around, Itwas the habit, which became 
an unwritten law, to save the remains of 
the log from year to year. They thought 
it spared them from epidemics, plagues, 
and drouth. Then, when the new log 
would be brought in, all stood back respect- 
fully and silently lifted their hats, keep- 
ing them raised while the log was being 
put in position. If anyone happened in 
who had a squinting eye, or, what is 
termed crossed eyes, or should one come 
in with bare feet, before the wood was 
burned out, it was thought to be a very 
unfortunate omen. By the first of Febru- 
ary the fire of the log must be out, and 
all the evergreen and holly be put away. 
If not, they had a superstition that a sprite 
or goblin would appear for every little 
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| vestigators as entirely false. 


fruit the coming season. 
among the superstitious, they would not 
do any spinning on Christmas, fearing if 
they did that the sheep would get lame or 
run mad. 


twig or leaf left, and a death would be in 
the family before the year would be gone. 

Folk-lore is full of fanciful stories, va- 
garies, and superstitions relating to this 
time of the year. Hence it is not wonder- 
ful at all that Christianity assumed that 
the birth of Christ was at this season. 
This is not true, however, since the date of 
his birth is quite unknown, and many 
scholars are in doubt as to the existence 
even of a being of that name, while the 
miraculous tales concerning him are re- 
garded by all honest and unprejudiced in- 
Therefore, 
such a being has no more to do with the 
origin of Christmas than you or your fa- 
vorit kitten. Christianity, in investing 
several pagan holidays with its own pe- 
culiar significance, has brought and taught 
many superstitious tales. For instance, it 
is thought in some old countries that bread 
baked on Christmas eve could never get 
moldy. Reason teaches, however, that all 
bread will mold if kept long enough, or if 
subjected to a moist atmosphere. 

In some parts of Wales the folks bake at 
Christmas eleven puddings, one for each 
of the apostles, except poor Judas, eating 
one a month, in order, as they think, to 


bav goad luck. In Devonshire, it is said 


that the people hav a custom of dipping a 


hot cake in cider at Christmas, then, car- 
rying it to the orchard, they fire guns and 
sing to the trees: 


“ Bear good apples and pears; 
Barns full, bags full, sacks full.” 


They expect this will insure plenty of 
In Scotland, 


There is a story told that the inhabitants 


of Kronz, on the Moselle, at Christmas rig 
up a wheel in straw, set it on fire, and 
start it rolling down-hill. 
burning when it gets to the water, it is a 
sign of good luck for the year. 


If it is still 


There is no such wizard, spook, fairy, or 


goblin as Santa Claus, or St. Nicholas. | 
He is a myth, invented by the Germans, 
from whom we get the pretty fashion of 
giving gifts at this latter part of the year. 
It is our relativs and friends who bestow 
upon us good gifts, and perhaps it is some- 
times amusing to invest the custom with a 
little mystery, which ought always to be 
satisfactorily explained afterward. 


The Catholics and Episcopalians observe 


Christmas as a religious festival, and all 
Christian sects regard it with a religious 
superstition; but it has no claim for the 
ceremonies and rites performed upon that 
day and the eve preceding it. 


As a general holiday, a gift season, a 


time for merry-making, a period of forgiv- 
ness, of renewals of friendships, of remem- 
bering the poor and unfortunate, of shar- 
ing our bounty with others, it is of value 
and significance. 


In the British Museum there may be 


found the original copy of the following 
lines: 


“ Tf Christmas day on Monday be, 
A great winter that year you'll see. 
And full of winds, both loud and shrill; 
But in the summer, truth to tell, 
High winds there will be and strong, 
Full of tempest, lasting long; 
While battles they shall multiply, 
And great plenty of beasts shall die, 
They that be born that day, I ween, 
They shall be strong each one and keen; 
He shall be found who stealeth aught; 
Tho’ thou be sick thou diest not.” 


This year Christmas comes on Monday, 
and—we shall see what we shall see. 

We wish all our friends, both great and 
small, a merry holiday, good health, much 
happiness, prosperity, usefulness, and long 
life. > §. A.W. 
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Correspondence. 


Mauston, Wis., Dec. 19, 1893. 
Drar Miss Wrxon: This is my first 
letter to the Corner. I am thirteen years 
of age. My father has taken Tur TRUTH 
SEEKER for over twelve years and he likes 
it very much. Our school began the 20th 
of November. The town I liv in has six 
cherches. We liv four miles from the 
city. There are a great many bluffs 
around. It snowed the 2ist of November 
quite hard. Well, as my letter is getting 

quite long I guess I will close. 
I remain, ALMA ROBINSON. 


(Dear Alma, let not this letter be the 
last one,—Ep. C. 0.] i 


. New Yorr, Dec. 5, 1893. 
-Dear Miss Wrxon: This is my first at- 
tempt to write to the Children’s Corner. 

Iam nine years old. I go to school and 
study arithmetic, spelling, writing, and 
reading. 

My grandpa has taken Tue TROTH 
SEEKER for many years. 

I hav ‘‘The Story Hour” and hav read 
the story of little Susie. i 

Hoping to see this letter in print, I re- 
main, Your Liberal friend, 

EsTELLE BOYD. 


[Welcome to Estelle, and may we hear 
from her often.—Ep. C. C.] 


Fort Fatrrienp, Nov. 20, 1893. 
Dear Miss Wixon: This is my second 
letter to the Corner. Every week I read 
the Children’s Corner, and never read a 
tatter from this place. I think Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER is one of the best papers in the 
world. My father takes it, and we all 
read it. We could not do without it. I 
think everybody onght to read it. Some 
of the Christians turn up their noses at it, 
but I don’t. I don’t go to church or Sun- 
day school. My papa and mamma hav 
joined the Liberal League, and as soon as 
[f get old enough, Iam going to join it. 
For fear my letter is getting too long, I 
will close. Hoping to see this printed, I 

remain one among your Liberal friends, 

Eraser M. Grant. 


[Who will dare say that Ethel is nota 
true Freethinker? We certainly hav the 
brightest and bravest children in the 
world in our Corner.— E». C. C.] i 


SUSAN WIXON'S BOOKS, 
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All in a Lifetime. 
tmo, 300 pp., $1. 


Apples of Gold. And Other Stories’ for 
oys and Girls. 12mo, 383 pp., $1.25. 


The Story Honr, An Exceptionally Hand- 
some and Interesting Book, Without Supersti- 
tion, for Children and Youth. The Only Free- 
thinkers’ Children’s Story-book ever issued. 
66 full-page illustrations and 25 smaller; large 
tvpe, heavy, toned paper, broad margins, illus- 
trated covers; 4to, 224 pp., boards, #1. 

Address, THE TRUTH SEEKER Co. 


A Liberal Romance. 


Books by Helen H. Gardene: - 


OUR NEWEST BOOKS. 


Abraham Lincoln: Was He a Christian? 
By Joni E. Remsburg. Cloth, $1; paper, 50 
cents 


Pen-Pictures of the World’s Fair. Illus- 
trated. By Samuel P. Putnam. Paper, 25 


cents. 

Religion a Curse, a Lie, and a Disease. 

. By Samuel P. Putnsm. Paper, 25 cents, 

Design Argument Fallacies. A Refuta- 

tion of the Argument ‘hat Nature Exhibits 
orks of Having Been Designed by an Intel- 

Jigent Being. B the Editor of Tae TRUTA 
SEEKER Paper. 15 cents. . 

Crimes of Preachers in the United States. 
By M. E. Billines. Paper. 25 cent-. 

Handbook of Freethought. By W. 8. 
B-l. Cloth, $1: paper, 50 cents. 

Pleasure and Progress: An Attempt to 
Prove tbat the Pursuit of Pleasure is the sine 
ua non of Intellectual, Moral, and Social 
Development, and that the Promotion of 
Ple:snre is the Duty of Philanthropy and 
Statesmanship. By Albert M. Lorentz, LL.B. 
Clotb, $1; paper, 50 cents. | 

The Creation of God. Tracing the God- 
Ide tolIts Source. By Jacob Hartmann, M.D. 
Cloth, $1; paper. 50 cents. 

Resurrection of Jesus. By Don Allen. 
Cloth. 75 cents: cloth, 40 cents. 

Facts and Fictions of Life. By Helen 
H. Gardener. Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. | 
Woman, Church, and State. By Matilda 

Joslyn Gage. Cloth, $2; leather, $3. 


IN PRESS, 


Four Hundred Years of Freethonght. 
By Samuel P. Putnam. Subscription book, 
elegant pinding, over one hundred por- 
T: » BD. 

Woman: Four Centuries of Progress. 
Brv Susan H. Wixon. Paper, '0 cents. 

The Charch and Freethought. By Frank- 
lin Steiner Paper, 10 cents. 

The Giant Delusion. One of Otto Wett- 
stein’s Friendly Arguments with the Spiritu- 
alists. Paper, 10 cents. 

Bible Inquirer. By Andrew Jacobson. 
Paper, 25 cents. 


Hard Knocks 
at Christianity. 


By R. WHEELER. 


This book is just what, its title implies—_thump- 
ing whacks at superstition. It deals with the 
effect of Christianity on the world, showing 
what Christians have done to advance their relig- 
ion and impede the progress of man. It shows 
that Jesus was a false prophet, that the gospels 
are not authentic, and that Christianity is a bor- 
rowed system of religion. That the Bible is not 
in accord with Science, that the atonement 
scheme is futile and foolish, and that religion is 
not areal benefit to man. 


Price, 20 cents, six for #1. 


New Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 


Men, Women and Gods, 


Introduction by 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 


Price, cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 
The Trade Supplied at Special Discounts. 


$ THIS YOUR SON, HY LORD? 


4 Fascinating Story of Radical Truths on 
Religion and Social Matters. 
Price. cloth. $1; paper, 50 cents. 


PRAY YOU, SIR, WHOSE 
DAUGHTER? 


A NEW NOVEL. 
Prise, cloth, $1. i 


Pushed by Unseen Hands, 
l pol ae RIES. 


A Thoughtless Yes. 


CONTENTS: : 
lendid Judge of a Woman The Lady of the 
ub—Under Protest - For the Prosecution—A 
Rusty Link in the Chain—The Boler House 
Mystery - The Time Lock of Our An-' 
cestors — Florence Campbell’s 
Fate—My Patient's Fate. -` 


Paper, 50 cents. 


Paper, 50 cents. 


AS 
Cc 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 
THE AGNOSTIC ANNUAL 
—FOR— 


FOR HER DAILY BREAD, 


A Nineteenth Century Novel. 


Preface by R. 6. INGERSOLL. 


For Her Daily Brea‘ is the story ef two young 
iris and a younger brother who were left parent- 
fesa. with a little money, fair education, and 


te 1894.88 


Edited by CHARLES A. WATTS, 


CONTENTS: 
The True History of the Bible, Prof. Edwin 
! Johnson: A Practical View of Life, Charles Watts; 
i The Decadence of the Old ‘theology, Mrs. E. 
i Lynn Linton; Inspirstion in Extremis. Samuel 
Lrirg; be Gospe. of Love, A Poem. Capt. W. B. 


: t . R. Bi ‘4, | much courage, to make their way through the 
Ph.D.: On Bmiritual Wickednens jn Hish P secs, | World by golug to Chicago, The autnor is also 
Edward Clodd; A Pries of Nature, 4 Poem, | tre heroive The narrative is, in the main, a his- 
Hon C Tuckerman; The Dream of Immor. | tory of a w°rkirg-girl’s life and experience in the 


city of Chicago among bluff burin°ss-men, kind- 
hesrted folks, and d 'sreputable hyporrits. It is 
jnst such a -tory of human life aa we shonld ex- 
pect Colonel Inger-oli to be interested in; and 
whatever he admires and appreciates ir sure to 
be worth the attention of the rest of the world, 
Price, % cents. Address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


tality, Frederick Millar; Is Immortality a Dream, 
: W. Stewart Ross ( aladin); Practical C nse- 
| quences of Agnosticism, F J. Gould: The Relig- 
+ ions Propensity, Furneaux ‘ordan, F.R.C.8. 
Price. 25 Cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
; 38 Lafayette place, New York, 
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New Publications. 


RELICION A CURSE, 
RELIGION A DISEASE, 
RELIGION A LIE. 


By Samuel P. Putnam. 


Dedicated to the American Congress, of 1892, which for the sake af Religion, Stabbed Liberty 
to the Heart. 


‘ New Publications. | 


A work burning with indignation inspired by the Congressional i i i 
on Sunday—an act which prastically united the government and the onet posing the World syair 


To which is added Mr, Putnam’s address delivered before the Columbian: 


Exposition Committee of the House of Representatives against Sunday closing. 


Also the following Fssays and Poem: by Mr, Putnam i i 
book form: Orthodoxy; Freethunght; Man, Not God (written Vora paaro aerer before The Statue 
Shought Hal; Death and Life: The Genes asa; ec ee exeroines of tho Silverton, Ore., Pree- 
H n e bevel i 
Centennial Biposto te Ph lac olphis, id Oe hut the Door (a poem on the closing.of the 
è e main efsayin this work is on- of the strongest arraignm q igi 
yok gamps and Testers ete minas of the people of this cou: ny. It Should be a Eee religion 
en & e highest terms as it appeared in T 
reader will buy a copy to lend his neighbor and arouse ihoushEs E TpOTA BENKER And Wo hope every 


Price % cents; Five copies for $1. 


FREETHINKERS' PICTORIAL TEYT-BOOK 


SHOWING 


THE ABSURDITY AND UNTRUTHFUL- 
NESS OF THE CHURCH'S CLAIM 
TO BE A DIVINE AND BENEFI- 
CENT INSTITUTION, AND RE- 
VEALING THE ABUSES 
OF A UNION OF 
OHURCH AND 


18 5 Full-Page 
Illustrations. 
WITH COPIOU3 CITATIONS GF 
FACTS, 
HISTORY, 
STATISTICS, 


AND 


OPINIONS oF SCHOL 
ARS 


70 MAINTA N THE AREUMERT OF 
THE Až TIST 


DESIG®S BY WATS N HESTON 
WITH P :: TR It OF 
THE DESIGNER. 


The Illustrations are classified as follows: 


16 represent Unele Sam and the Priests. 2 represent Samples of Christianity’s Work 


e Church Kobbing the People. iss1Ouaries. 

2 he Church hobbi he Peopl 5 Mi i 

8 i Thanksgiving. 1 “ The L rd’; Instruments. > 

6 $ Savbath Laws. 25 ss Bible Doctrines and Their Results, 
4 6M Chil-iren and the Church. 1 “  . The Church and Slavery. 

10 s Woman and he Church 2 s$ P:i-sts and Polities. 

6 i The Charch and Thomas Paine. 4 s Ireland and ihe Church. _ 

4 ae Studies in Navural History. 2 A Chur.37’s idea of tivilization. 

8 iM The Bible aud Science. 1 s The Uses « f the Cross. 

15 s The Ciergy and heir Flocks. 4 s Unkind «-eficctions on the Church. 
1 af Pict 7in Our Peniteutiaries. 9 “ , Persecutions of the Church. 

4 a The Atoncmens Scheme. 12 A So ne Allegories. 

4 s The Lord and His Works. 8 ne Heaven, 

2 S Praver. 6 . Hel . 

10 rn Tha Creeds, 7 i iscellaneous. 

1 a Christians and Mohammedans. 


A most extraordinary publicati-n, We venture the assertion that nothing like it has ever be 
fore appeared iu this country, and it is very doubtful if another one lixe it will ever again be pub 
lished. We mast give the Truth Seeker Company the cred.t f putting the book in the reach ot ali 
At twice the prico .t would have bcn a, cheap hook. Art. st Heston as a portrait painter and de 
signer is a wonderful succes. an ! wo judge from our own f elings that near.y every Li eral in 
America will desire a copy of this most w-nde.ful volume.—[Freethinkers’ Magazine. 


Mr. Heston deserves ‘o be called the artist-hero of Liberelism | He has dedicated his genius t 
Freethou- ht, aud has done fai hful and noble work for the cause of right and truth. bus the «ier 
ures donot make up the whole of his.o'ume There are nearlytwo hundred pages or readin 
matter th t se ve first as exp.anations of th) illustrati ns, and secondly as texts to prove the tt 
fai. ty of the chorcu’s profe'sions and the hypocrisy of those who uphold them. Altogetber 1. 
book is one of t.e best weapons against Christianity end the church thas has ever been put iu t! 
hands of I’zeeth:nkers.—[Bosto. Investigator. 


P. icz, board covers, $2; cloth, $2 50. 


MAA wR en GET CPIM ER GITEX EDER. 


Just Out.—25 Cents.—Five Copies for 


` A Liberal living in Michigan said once that he would give $25 & 
year to have the Orimes of Preachers recorded, a8 the frequent lapses 
of virtue of the ministerg showed how little value Christianity 
possesses to make men mor : 
We have just issued the Fourth Edition of the book doing this. 
additions for this new edition of the 


sí Crimes of Preachers” 


shows nearly 400 cases of ministerial conduct. While those in pre- 
vious editions show that within a tew years about 


1300 MINISTERS HAVE BEEN GUILTY | 


of one kind or another of criminal conduct. Most of the crimes 
are against Women, for the fair sex are at once tha weakness and 
the strength of the church—“the church” meaning of course the 


QS 
clergy, f i , = 

_ Notwithstanding the many additional pages, we have kept theta 
price the same, 25 cents. Send for a copy, and confound the church- SERÀ id 
men. Bhow them just Whist gort of Soampe Ri the clergy who have ch 

se , Wor! ‘air on Sunday. because it is so holy a day that to upon machin 
paintings in this period is “immoral.” É 7 BOR gp MoT 


Address 


$1. 


‘h 


Vi 
Nj 


or 
THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY. @ 


New Publications. | New Publications. 


PEN PICTURES OF THE WORLD'S FAIA, 


By SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 


A Full Description of the Fair, Invaluable as a Guide-Book aud still more Inyal- 
uable to those who cannot attend. It tells WHAT TO SEE and WHERE TO SEE IT; . 
ves rates of admission to the various attractions of the Fair and cost of living in 

hicago, with other useful information to the visitor. 

t is, besides being a complete Guide-Book, the best description of the Fair yet 
given—poetic, beautiful, accurate. It describes the inauguration ceremonies, gives 
the director-general’s address, the efforts to close the Fair Sundays and the triumph 
of the Sunday-openers; describes the various buildings and what they contain, and is, 
all in all, the very best picture of the Fair that can be painted with a pen. 


ILLUSTRATED. 


A MAP OF JACKSON PARK, enabling the visitor to make his way around, 
and the stay-at-home to see where he went. ' 


A BIRD’S-EYE VIEW OF THE FAIR, enabling one to comprehend at a 
glance the magnitude of the Exposition,the greatest ever known to the present time. 


` PICTURES OF ALL THE PRINCIPAL BUILDINGS: 


Wowan’s Building. Art Palace. Fisheries Building. 

Administration Building. Manufactures and Liberal Agricultural Buildin A 

Electrical Building. Arts Building. Transportation Building. 

Machinery Hall, Mines and Mining Building. Horticultural Building. 
Forestry Building. ; 


A visitor to the Fair says of this book—reading it in Taz Trouru Ssrxer—that 
it is charming and to one who has seen the Fair vastly entertaining. 


Single copy, 25 cents. Five copies for $1. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


A New Book bv Helen H. Gardener. 


FACTS AND FICTIONS OF LIFE. 


CONTENTS. 


Sex in Brain. 
Heredity in Its Relations to a Double Standard of 
Morals. å 


Preface. V 
The Fictions of Fiction. 
A Day in Cours. > > 
Thrown in With the City’s Dead. Divorce aud the Proposed National Law. 
An lrespo::sibie Educated Cl:ss. . Lawsuit or Lega-y. 

The Moral Responsibility of Woman in Heredity. | Common Sense in Surgery. 

Woman as an Annex. : 


At the Woman’s Congress at Chicago Helen Gardener delivered as an address one of the chap- 
ters of ths book. The Chicago Times said of it and her: “ But tae tast address, dealing wish the 
most delicate of the problems of reform, clear, unhesitant, modest, bu; uncompromising, was lis- 
tened to with breathless interest by the audience. It was ‘Heredity in Its Rzla‘ion to a Double 
Standard of Morals,’ and it was delivered by the one wom of all others best qualified t+ speak 
upon that subject—Helen Gardenes. Petite, graceful, eloquent with the burden of her thought, 
Miss G- rdener enchained every auditor, an1 when she had finished received a perfect ovatio 3, which 
her courage anu, devotion had so worthily won. The evening session was highly in-ere ting, but 
thas of the morning will be set down on tne tablet of the memory of those present as one of the dis- 
tinctivly great features of the week’s congress.” 


Cloth. $1; paper, 50 cents. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


EVERY Woman Ought to Read it. Every LIBERAL Woman 
and Man Will Want It. 


WOMAN, CHURCH, AND STATE. 


By Matilda Joslyn Gage. 


work. It is THE book to show how 


This is Mrs. Gage’s latest and crownin 
eeps her in an inferior position. A 


the church has enslaved woman and kept and 
glance at its contents will show this: 


The first chapter—th:- Matriarchate—shows that under the old civilizations woman had great 
freedom, but vhat the tenden ‘yor chiistianity from the first wa; to restrict her liberty. In this 
chapter Mr.. Gage claims th.t10 the Matriarchate—or Mother-rule—the world is indebted for its 
first conception of iuberent rights . An . 

Chapter iI deals with the theological dogmas, cf original sin asd celibacy. Woman, by the 
church, was not regarded as & human being; marria.:e was lvoked upon as vile; wives were sold 


‘} as gav s; women driven t> suici'e; the influcnce cf the church was unfavorable to virtue. The 


cəlibaey of the cl rgy produced: egradin -< sensuality, and woman was the victim of these brutes. 
_ Chapter III is on ‘tie Canon Law, showin. how tha church controled woman by making the 
legitimac : of u.arriage depend upon it: own control of the ceremony. Ancient civilization gave 
place t» Christi. u barbarism. the ¢ ergy became a distinct body—at once a“ holy” and an unholy 
caste. Learn ng w 8 prohibited to wome:, husban 8 prohibited fom leaving ıb m more than oue- 
third of their property; d.ughters cou d be d.sinheritcd, sons couid not. The Reformation effected 
no change. i A . x 

. Chapter IV—Ma quet e~is oa Feud.lism and its dagradation of women, the rights of “lords 
spiritual,” the immorality of the heads of the churcb, baptism of nude women in the early Christian 
church. St also deals with some of the later-day abuses of feinales, like our Northwestern pineries, 
the English devan-heries, governmental crin: e-makers, etc. : : 

Chapier V—Witchcraft. Inthe days ftlis phase ofreligious insanity Mrs Gage shows how the 
possession of eve ' a Jittle learning wa : sufficient cause to suspect a woman of witchcraft, that to keep 
a pet was dangerous, su rubid wiro the cler. y not to suffer .. witch t> liv. This perse ution, for 
witchcraft was a continnan~e of the church’s policy for obtaining un verss] dom nion over manukinad. 
Women physicians of the Middle Ages were persecuted, and the * Pilgrim Fathers” continued it in 
America. The first synod co vened in America wa; to try a woman for hvresy,and others wery 
stripped and whipped fo: not agreeing wi:htheclergy | F 

he chapter on '* W_ve3” shows how the disruption of the Roman empire was unfayorable to the 
persona) and pro: rietary rights cf ywoman—t. at tLe sale of daughters was p acticed in England 
seven hundred years after it was Christiauized—that ti.e practice of buying wives was regulated by 
lav—that women wero not permitted to read the Bible—tuat they were not adm.tted as witnesszs— 
that civil mar inge is cppoved b. the church. F a 

Ia C apter VIL is thowa how polygamy was sustaine:] by the Christian church, that the first 
snd of the Keformatio : convened toranction this institution, that Luther aud the other “ prin- 
c pal reformers” favor:d it, as w2 1 as the American Board uf Foreign Mis:ions. The Mormon the- 
ocracy is shown to be similar to that of other Christian sects. , : : 

,_ [n the st thre> chapters Mrs. Gage treat: of the opps: tion of the church to the amelioration 
of w man’s sufferings a3 interfer. nca w th her‘ curse,’of woman's desradation by the church to 
tabora. unfit for slaves, of woman’s * inferiority,” as taught cy the church ic-day, and of how littls 
value Christianit, has been and is to civilization. 


The work is a burning protest against the tremendous wrong done woman by 
the church, which controled the state. Itis also extremely valuable as history. No 
woman, it seems to us, can read it and remain a supporter of the religious institution 
which has crushed her individuality, her mentality, and degraded her person. To the 
Woman's cause it opens an Age of Reason. It ought to be widely read for the good it 
will do. 


In cloth, $x; in Aalf-leather binding, $3. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 
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A Rattling Book. 


PLEASURE AND Procress. An Attempt to 
Prove that the Pursuit of Pleasure is the 
Sine Qua Non of Intellectual, Moral, 
and Social Development, and that the 
Promotion of Pleasure is the Duty of 
Philanthropy and Statesmanship. By 
Albert M. Morente, LL.B. New York: 
The Truth Seeker Company, 28 Lafay- 
ette place. Price, 50 cents. 

This is a spirited, rattling sort of a book 
that skates right along over the deepest 
subject without much thought whether the 
ice is thin or not. It answers the greatest 
question—What is the use, object, motiv, 
purpose, and summum bonum of life, and 
the real cause and motiv of progress?—by 
one word, Purasure! The real cause of 
progress, like the real cause of the iall of 
the Roman empire, has been about as hard 
to find as the source of the Nile or of life 
itself; but our author is sure that we hav 
it now. Ina blocky, chunky, most inter- 
esting style he takes history trom Vico, 
Kant, Herder, Condorcet, Comte, Spencer, 
Draper, and Ward, and brings it to prove 
his conclusion in this memorable way: 

‘The tribes were united into nations. 
Civilization now diverged into two general 
directions. In one case the union con- 
sisted in subjection to a conqueror. In 
the other it consisted in a confederacy for 
offense and defense. The first form pre- 
vailed in Asia, the latter in Europe. 

‘*Of course, subjection of the people to 
a despot involves submission. He extorts 
from them everything but absolute neces- 
sities. With his extortions he creates 
palaces, works, and institutions of un- 
rivaled proportion and splendor. But as 
his magnificence advanced, the people’s 
circumstances declined. They had never 
ceased to progress while industry was re- 
warded by enjoyment. When production 
ceased to afford enjoyment it ceased to 
exercise ingenuity. Astate of unprogress- 
ivness followed. Asa river is unchanged 
by the waters that come and go, so Oriental 
civilization remained unchanged by the 
generations that lived and died. 

‘‘In Europe a union was more in the 
nature of a confederacy. The king was 
but the most influential chief. In time 
of war he engrossed much of the authority. 
In time of peace it lapsed to the different 
chiefs. The people were thus virtually 
governed by many rulers instead of one. 
Their tribute, a8 a rule, was fixed by cus- 
tom instead of by absolutism. They 
yielded a definit service, a definit share, 
or a definit payment. In any case, addi- 
tional diligence on their part received 
additional reward. They thus had an in- 
ducementto perseverance. They continu- 
ally found new means of pleasure. They 
continually found more expeditious ways 
of production. There continued to bea 
slow but steady progress of manufacture 
and the arts. 

‘This condition of things was improved 
by gradual emancipation. As war declined 
the chief’s authority waned. A decline of 
authority was usually equivalent to a re- 
lease from subjection. Many freemen 
collected in cities. Their devotion to 
manufacture and commerce was rewarded 
with opulence. Not unseldom they ex- 
pended their gains in purchasing the pos- 
sessions of surrounding chiefs or lords. 
Such purchases redounded to the freedom 
of persons still enslaved. And as freedom 
became more general progress became 
more rapid. 

“For a time, however, it was inter- 
rupted. In places, where war was fre- 
quent, the power of the kings became 
more formidable. At times they became al- 
almost as absolute and rapaciousas oriental 
despots. But happily the people had 
learned to value liberty too well to re- 
linquish it with willingness. Men who 
had become accustomed to freedom, chafed 
under restraint. Men who had worked to 
serve themselvs were reluctant to pay a 
tribute that was not requited by a benefit. 
The king’s unjust aggressions were met 
with indignant resistance. The conflict 
lasted for centuries. On the continent 
the people lost. In England they won. 
But when the people of England won free- 
dom for themselvs they won freedom for 
the world. They preserved the spirit of 
liberty from extinction. By them it was 
again communicated to the continent. 
Again the people rose in revolt. Again 
the issue hung in the balance. But justice 
this time triumphed. Kings were deposed 
or restrained. Where they retained their 
rank, it was by the people’s sufferance and 
not by their own might. Parliaments 
performed their functions or directed 
them. Government ceased to be an in- 
strument of oppression and became an 
instrument of protection. 

“The abolition of tyranny was practi- 
cally an abolition of restraint on enjoy- 
ment. When the right to enjov their pro- 
ducts became unquestioned the people’s 
enterprise became unbounded. Civiliza- 
tion advanced with sudden strides. Sei- 
ence flourished with unheard-of vigor. 
The arts improved witb marvelous pace. 
Inventions served man’s wants and excited 
his amazement. When pleasure became 
the mainspring of action, prosperity be- 
came the normal condition. As men at- 


tached greater value to liberty, they 
showed greater willingness to concede it 
to others, and intolerance declined. As 
men hated oppression more, they became 
less disposed to practice it, and justice 
reigned. As their desire for enjoyment 
became more intense, their sympathy for 
suffering became more acute, and charity 
became common. Onur civilization be- 
gan when royal restraint on enjoyment 
ended. Our civilization, I say again, is 
due to tho indulgence of our desires. Tn- 
dulgence of desire is the inducement to 


industry.” : 


Then, after showing that industry is the 
real cause and basis of civilization, the 
author proceeds: 

‘Instead of encouraging civilization, 
Christianity actually retards it. Religion 
consistsin serving God. Religionists serve 
God as subjects serve kings. In both 
cases, means are sacrificed for the benefit 
of the superior. In both cases they rely 
for happiness on supplication ** * Now, is 
a person benefited by sacrifice? Is his 
character elevated by supplication? Is 
his disposition refined by fulsome flattery? 
Is his knowledge extended by credulity? 
On the contrary ` * * poverty, meanness, 
illiteracy, debasement, and subjection are 
the natural and inevitable consequences. 

“In truth, the prosperity of man is not 
the purpose of Christianity at all. All this 
is an after-thought. Modern man reselved 
that his duty is to serve himself. Then 
theologians asserted that man serves him- 
self by serving God. But despite this 
claim they still ignore man’s interest and 
constantly insist on God’s interest. They 
place abnegation above acquisition, prayer 
above performance, and credulity above 
curiosity. A man who earns gratitude for 
his benevolence may receive hell for his 
irreligion.” 

We ask the reader’s careful attention to 
this long passage, because we hav no 
room for more, and because it is one of 
the most useful summaries of history ever 
made, especially in its contrast of the 
Asian and the European, and then of the 
Northern and Anglo-Saxon modes of gov- 
ernment. This extract isa fair specimen 
of the author’s remarkable style and logi- 


PRESENTS :: FOR 


ONO INI NI NONIDET 


HOLIDAYS. 


THE : 


cal power; and the next thing to do is to 
get hold of the book itself and see with 
what copious illustrations, arguments, de- 
fenses and conclusions his solution is sus- 
tained. 

We ask the reader to do this, for we 
hav not the time or space to add more 
than a few words to this pleasure or enjoy- 
ment theory of life as the cause of all 
progress. 

In a certain short and first-hand way 
this joy-solution seems true and good. 

But it is like the esrly explorers of the 
Nile giving us Lake Albert Nyanza as its 
source. True, its waters do come from 
that, but ¢haz¢ is fed by the larger Victoria 
Nyanza, and other lakes, rivers, and 
creeks, until we find the real Nile source 
to be the whole southeastern water basin 
of Africa. The egoistic pleasure (Hedon- 
ism) of the first lake or supply of motivs 
must be had by the larger and deeper lake 
of altruistic relations and motivs, which, 
as Darwin shows, by natural selection, im- 
poses duty as the main object of life and 
of progress in and of itself, as the main 
endl. of the individual and of the race. The 
pursuit of joy or pleasure may giv a kind 
of happiness, but only short and unsatis- 
factory, even when life simmers out in the 
fat of its ‘‘agreeable consciousness.” Evo- 
lutional science shows that true joy and 
happiness is the harmonious hum of the 
well-oiled machinery of life in the per- 
formance of the duties which the family, 
society, the state, the rdce require of the 
individual. To reach that hum is more 
than happiness, for it is blessedness, which 
Goethe’s Faust finally accepted, and 
which science accepts as the fulfillment of 
ife. i 

All the great religions, philosophers, 
poets, statesmen, and scientists are not mis- 
taken when they substantially agree that 
duty and not joy is the summum bonum, 
the greatest thing of all. Natural selection 
makes duty the mother and cause of love, 
progress, Joy, happiness. As certain as 
our own poets hath said: 

“Not enjoyment, and not sorrow 
Is our destined end and way, 

But to act that each to-morrow 
Find us further than to-day.” 


As to the past, with its authority, Mr. 
Lorentz’s jubilation of joy is good, but 
science requires him to giv us a com- 
panion volume on duty as the altruistic 
source from which it must be fed under 
the voluntary and co-cperativ govern- 
ment and social relations of the future. 

B. WAKEMAN. 
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Short Notes About Books. 


A curious specimen of modern epicure- 
anism in philosophy, from the Truth 
Seeker Company, New York, is ‘‘ Pleas- 
ure and Progress,” by Albert M. Lorentz, 
who sets himself to prove that human de- 
velopment, moral and social, is effected by 
the pursuit of pleasure. The argument is 
elaborate, but mostly leaves out the other 
half of human life under civilization, the 
pursuit of duty.— Brooklyn Eagle. 


Samuel P. Putnam, well known as a 
lecturer on this coast, has issued through 
The Truth Seeker Company, New York, a 
pamphlet entitled ‘‘Pen Pictures of the 
World’s Fair.” Mr. Putnam can neither 
speak nor write without lugging in some- 
thing against the Christian religion. So 
one finds lots of it scattered here and there 
in what would otherwise be an interesting 
lot of matter. Obtrusivness of motivs and 
beliefs are almost unpardonable in such 
cases.— Oregonian, Portland. 


“Abraham Lincoln: Was He a Chris- 
tian?” by John E. Remsburg, is the title 
of a book just published by the Truth 
Seeker Company, 28 Lafayette place, New 
York. ‘‘I hav prosecuted these investiga- 
tions,” says the author, ‘‘ not in the inter- 
est of any belief or creed, but in the 
interest of truth. In proving Lih- 
coln a disbeliever, I do not presume to 
prove Christianity false gr Freethought 
true, but hav shown that Some Christians 
are not honest, and that an honest man may 
be a Freethinker.” Those who are anxious 
for a decision of this question will here 
find much testimony for the negativ side. 
—Open Court. 


selecting Holiday Presents for their friends, 
Liperi should remember that good books make 
lasting impressions, and please as well every day 
in the year. 
hands often changes the views of sev- 
eral persons. 
We have 


b d for y 
them carefully so they can go any distance in the 


mail, or by prepaid express. The following are 
all good books for the purpose : 


A Liberal book in the right 


quite a number of books appropriately 


oliday purchasers, and we Will pac. 
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he Freethinker’s Pictorial Text-Book, in 
cloth, with gold lettering and side stamp, 
for $2.50. In plain boards, $2. 

ld Testament Stories Comicaily illustrated 
in cloth, with gold lettering and side 
stamp, for $1.50. In plain boards, $1. 

Around the World, by D. M. Bennett, 4 


volumes, red cloth covers, $6.50; leather, 
rod amon $9.50; morocco, gilt edges, 


Tie World's Sages, Thinkers, and Reform- 
ers. 1,075 pages. 8vo. Cloth, $3; 
leather, $4; morocco, gilt edges, $4.50. 

Tre Gods and Religions of Ancient a7» Modern 
Times. Two volumes. Written in 
prison. In cloth, $3 per volume, or $5 for 


the two volumes; in icather, $7; in mo- 
rocco, gilt edges, $8. 


[ngerso s Prose Poems: and Selections. 
From his Writings and Sayings. Silk 
cloth, $2.50; tree calf, $9. 

fogersoll’s Principal Works : Gods and Other 


Lectures; Ghosts and Other Lectures; 
Some Mistakes of Moses; Iuterviews on 
Taimage; Woat Must We Do to Be Saved? 
Biasphemy; Crimes Against Criminals. 
1,141 pages. In one volume, half calf, $5. 


A Prose Poem. By R. G. Ingersoll. 


fe. 
L In color, on boards, beveled, gilt edges, 50 
cents. 
22x28. 


Lithograph of R. G. Ingersoll. 
inches, heavy plate paper, 50 cents 

Photograph Cabinet) of R. G. Ingersoll. 
60 cents. 

Apoles of Gold, by Misa Susan H. Wixon. 
Gilt stamp. $1.25. 


A"! /n A Lifetime, by Miss Wixon. $1. 


sae For Other Books See the Advertisements, or Send to Us for a Free Catalogue. coy 


[/eltaire's Romances, Profusely Illustrated. 
Half caf, $4; vellum cloth, $1.5. 

Darwin and After Darwin, By George J. 
Romanes. Silk cloth, gilt top, $2 

Tre Story Hour. An Exceptionally Hand- 


some and Interesting book, Without Su- 
perstition, for Children and Youth. The 
Only Freethinkers’ Children’s Story-book 
ever issued. 66 full-page illustrations and 
smaller; large type, heavy. toned paper, 

- broad margins, illustrated covers; 4to, 224 
pp., boards, $1. 


Conway's Life of Paine. Two large, hand- 


some volumes. The best and only com- 
plete life of Paine. Half calf, $10; in 


cloth, $5. 
arton's Life of Voltaire, Of which the 
same can be said as of Conway’s Life of 


Paine. Half calf, $10; in cloth, $6. 
oman, Church, and State. By Matilda 
Joslyn Gage. Leather, $3; cloth, gilt top, 
2. 


History of Christianity, Comprising all that 


relates to Christianity in_the ‘ Decline 
and Fail of the Roman Empire.” Half 
calf, 84; vellum cloth, $2. 


Force and Matter. By Professor Ludwig 


Buchner, M.D. Half calf, $3; vellum 
cloth, $1.50. . 

Dynamic Theory of Life and Mind. By James 
B. Alexander. Cloth, $2.76. 

Lessons From the World of #atter and the 
World of Man. By Theodore Parker. 
Cloth, gilt top, $1.25. 

Aster and Awake. A new Liberal novel. 
By Raymond Russell. Cloth, side and 
back stamp, $1. l 

Cosmian Hymn Book. With music to al 


the songs. Edited by L. K. Washburn. 
Cloth, gilt side stamp, $1.50. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York, 
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| "Gems of Ghought. 


Tum indications are multiplying ‘on 
every hand, in the pulpit, at the bar, and 
in literature, that many so-called educated 
men hav never learned to think exactly or 
to express their meaning with clearness 
and accuracy. And in this fact there isa 
hint for the colleges.— The Watchman. 


“Gop will surely hear our prayers,” 
said Georgina Barrett, a poor old lady of 
seventy, who, with her sister, had lived 
for weeks on bread and water, in dire pov- 
erty, under the eye of their Almighty 
Father in this Christian land. For two 
weeks they had but a pennyworth of coal 
to keep warmth in their bodies. But no 
help came, and she died at 80 York street, 
in the West-end of London, surrounded 
by wealth, gaiety, and fashion. What a 
triumph for Christianity that the last re- 
corded utterance of a woman starved to 
death should be, ‘‘God will surely hear 
our prayers.” —London Freethinker. 


Suom is the confirmation of Napoleon 
Bonaparte’s discovery, uttered to one of 
his instruments in these words: ‘‘The peo- 
ple do not care about Liberty; what they 
want is equality. Those who care for 
Liberty are a few peculiar persons,” In 


those words lay the secret of Napoleon’s. 


power. He was the one man able to read 
the revolutionary rune—‘“‘ Liberty, Equal- 
ity, Fraternity.” He knew that Liberty 
could not coexist with social equality. 
That it was social—not merely legal— 
equality the revolutionists aimed at, was 
proved by its association with Fraternity. 
If people hav liberty they may accord lib- 
erty to all others, but socially they will 
distinguish between equals and inferiors, 
and fraternize with those who can exchange 
advantages. This is true among all sorts 
and conditions of men, high and low. So- 
cial equality in a free community is vision- 
ary.—Moncure D. Conway, 


Bot, for good or evil, the intellectual in- 
surgence that gathers in volume ‘as this 
century declines, more and more forces 
from the temples and academic seats to the 
consciences of the educated laities the bal- 
ance of right and wrong in every problem 
of moral import. There is danger to the 
poor and friendless in hospi in the 
craze for renown by experiment; there is 
a grinning menace to the future of rea- 
soned conduct in the legalization of the 
scientific shambles. The greatest good of 
mankind is morality, even without recom- 
pense—nay, with sacrifice of the material 
to the unseen good, because it is good, as 
our own souls acknowledge. When the 
balance of determination trembles let the 
doubt decide for mercy. Whosoever 
avows his diffidence to arrange evidence, 
yet willingly resigns his moral responsibi- 
lity to a caste—perhaps not guiltless of sin- 
ister blots—is surely blindly following, in- 
stead of brightly leading.—Amos Waters, 
in Agnostic Journal. 


Suppose a mighty magnate would com- 
pel his subjects to prostrate themselvs 
around him. One man, who desires to 
minister to the delight of his family, is 
‘constrained to expatiate on this autocrat’s 
wisdom. Another, who desires to engage 
in philanthropic work, is coerced to de- 
liver rhapsodies on this autocrat’s good- 
ness. Your vocabulary would hay to equal 
an unabridged dictionary, before you 
could adequately express your indignation 
and contempt. An apologist for the auto- 
crat would share the contempt. Yet a 
similar requirement of God is approved as 
wise and humane. A person who de- 
nounces such a demand is looked upon as 
a blasphemer, deserving eternal torments. 
I again expose myself to the charge of 
blasphemy. I again hurl the charge back 
into: the teeth of the the accusers... I 
‘again ask who is the blasphemer—the relig- 
iionist who imputes to God the vain-glory 
of a school-girl or I who repel the imputa- 
tion?— Albert M. Lorentz. 


Romanism: [rany—Spain—IRenanp, 


Where the waves whitely break upon the 
wan beach 
"And swift receding leave the ribbed 
‘Sy sands bare, 
$I saw two corpses. One had ebon hair, 
And one had golden; and the hands of each 
Were strained towards a goal they did not 
z reach; 

ü ; And both fair faces wore å white despair: 
bal greatly marvelled who these women 
*sonwere 
‘And what sad lesson might their dead lips 

preach. 
Turning, I saw a younger maiden yet 
Prone on the sands; with pleading, piteous 
- eyes 
She gazed across the waves, and never 
ceased 
:Struggling to rise; but, lo! a foot was set 
Upon her slender neck. I heard her 


- sighs, 
‘And saw o’erhead her bane, her curse—a 
priest. —Donegail, 


815 


JOHN E. 
REMSBURG’S 


WORKS. 


Abraham Lincoln: Was He A Christian? 

For fifteen yea s Mr. Remsburg has been collecting material for his work, He presents 
an array of testimony that is irres\stibie and overwhe:ming, aud which must put this question 
at rest forever. In addition to the testim my of twenty wi nesses who claim that Lincoin wa 
a Christizn, and which is reviewed and refuted, 1:e adduce; the testimony of more than a hun- 
dred witnesses in proof of the claim that Lincoin was not & Christian. ‘hese witnesses includ: 
Mis wife and other relatives; his three law partuers; his private secretaries; members of his 
cabinet; his principal biographers, and scores of Lis most] tim te friends. 


False Claims. Revised and Enlarged 
As a Missionary Document it is unexcelled. Amor.; the subjects considered by Mr. 
Remsburg are: The Church and Morality; Crim nal Statisi:cs, showing the creeds of the pris- 
oners in the penitentiaries; the Church and Civilization; the Church and Science; the Church 
and Learning; the Church and Liberty; the Caurch and the Antislavery Reform; the Woman’s 
Rights Movement; the Temperance Hétorm; the Church and the Republic. Price, 10 cents 
singly; 75 c:nts per dozen. 


Bible Morals. Twenty Crimes and Vices Sanctioned by 
Scripture; Falsehood and Deception; Cheating; Theft and Robbery: Adultery and Prostitu- 
ion; Murder; Wars of Congue:t and Exterminatioa; Despotism; Jatolerance aad Persecu- 
tion; Injustice to Woman; Unkindness to Children; Cruelty to Animals; Human Sacrifices; 
Cannibalism; Slavery; Witchcraft; Polygamy; Intemperance; Poverty aid Vagrancy; Igno- 
rance and Idiocy; Obscenity. Prices, single copies, 25 cents; 6 copies, $1. Special discount 
on larger quantities, 


Sabbath-Breaking. This is the best and most thorough work 

ever written on the Sabbath from a rational point of view. Large and handsome print. Th» 

uestion is discussed under the fo lowing heads: Origin of tha Sab atic Idea; the Jewish 

abbath; the Christian Scriptures and, the Sabbath; Examination of Sunday. Arguments; 

Orisin of ths Christian Sabbath; Testimony of ths Christian Fathers; tha Sabbath duriny 

the Middle Ages; the Puritan Sabbath; Testimony of Chrissian Ref.rmers, Scholars, and 
Divines; Abrogation of Sunday Laws. Price, 25 cents; 6 copies $1. 


Image Breaker. Six Lectures: 
_ Decline of Faith: Protestant, Intolerance; Washington an Unbeliever; Jefferson an Un- 
believer; Paine and Wesley; Christian Sabbath. Each 5 cents; bound, paper, 25 cents; pe. 


doz., 40 cents. 
Thomas Paine. Tells the story of the Author-Hero’s Life, 


delineates the leading traits of his character and genius, and vindicates his name from the 
aspersions cast upon it. Choice extracts from “ Common Sense,” *‘Ameritan Crisis,” "* Rights 


of Man,” and “ Age of Reason,” are given; also, tributes to Paine’s character from more thau 
one hundred noted persons of Europe and Amer‘ca, many of them written expressly for this 


work. Sezond edition, 160 pages, prin 


ed on fine tinted paper, neatly bound, and containing a 


handsome steel portrait of Paine. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


The Apostle of Liberty. 


An address delivered in Psine Hall, bef.re the N. E. Freethinkers’ Convention, January 


29, 1884. Price, 10 cehts. 
For all the above works address 


THE 


Truth Seeker Library. 


Published Monthly at $3 per Year. 


Issues oF 1891.—$3. 
Price. 
Truth Seeker Annual, 1891........ eaasesaeses -BO 25 


en, Women, and Gods. Helen H. Gar- 
ET E T EO) 

The Age of Reason. Thomas Paine. Illus- 
PAGO cose saugessnet ereczeceraegecssenceess 2O 

Answers to Christian Questions. D. M. Ben- 
"ne 25 

Christian Absurdities. John Peck 20 | 

Victor Hugo’s Oration on Voltaire..... 10 
The Crisis. Thomas Paine. Tlustrate 40 
Rabbath Breaking. John E. Remsburg.. 25 

Travels in Faith from Tradition to Rea- 
., 802. Robert O. Adams ........cccceseees 25 
Strike of a Sex. George N. Miller..........4. 25 
y Religions Experience. Samuel P. Put- an 

MOMs .cadceviaceceesdaccucs etai eaii 

The Higher Criticism in Theology and Re- 
ligion. - Longshore....csecesscevee 50 

Issues oF 1892.—$3. 

Infidel Death-Beds. G. W. Foote. ......ccseee 25 


Rights of Man. 
ted 


wag GOMOD scene epeeensecccccee socee 10 
Bible Morals. John E. Remsbur; 25 
Awful Disclosures of Maria Mon 50 
PocketTheology. Voltaire.... 25 
Why Don't God Kill the De 

COCK, ceca. easasaasasane PereeeeTrr eee e rey 15 
Liberty in Literature. Testimonial to 
alt Whitman, with Funeral Address. 
By Col. Robert G. Ingersoll... ,.....ee0e. 25 
Six Tgotures on Astronomy. Richard A. 
TOCEOL.. 4 cece e sen rcaccccrecascegacceresss 15 
Candle grom Under the Bushel. Wm. A. i 
BIT ..a.asaaaaaaasaaaconooaaasaacaaasaa t.. 0 
The Holy Bible Abridged. ....eeeresssseseess. 80 
False Claims of the Church n E. 
Remsburg......a esasassasassesosaseessess 10 
Issuns oF 1893.—$3. 
Thomas Paine Vindicated. Col. Robert 
. Ingersoll 15 
The Creation of 
MADD saaa aae 50 
Crimes of Preac 
. E. Billin, 25 
Resurrection of Je8US...s.assssreresesssesaane 40 
Handbook of Freethought. W. 8. Bell...... 50 
Religion a Curse; Religion a Disease; Re- 
ligion a Lie. §. P. Putnam...........4. - 8 
Design Argument Fallacies. By Editor of ` 
THe TRUTH SEERER......c.0-..:eceaee 15 
Abraham Lincoln: Was He a Christian? 
- John E. Remsbur, 50 
Pen Pictures of The 
trated. 8. P. Put 25 
Common Sense. Thomas Paine.. 15 
Examination of Prophecies. 15 
Pleasure and Progress. 
raedaasaaaasarantaiaasssnierass adasa 50 


During the year, other standard Freethought 
works will be published and sent to subscribers 
ag they appear. 

Yearly subscribers at $8 receive all the numbers 
published in one, year. In ordering please say 
which year is desired, . 

Single numbers sold at prices quoted. 

THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Place. New York. 


GHOST OF ST. JOHNS. 


By M, BABOOOK, Price, 15 cents. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 
; £8 Lafayette Place, New York. 


THE HOY CROSS SERIES, 


The Popes and Their Doings. Biograph- 
ical sketches of the most noted of these vicars 
of Christ and vicegerents of God, showing what 
they have done, and what kind of men they were. 
It contains very plain statements, in very un- 
varnished language, nd the unmasking is com- 
plete, proving them to have been cruel, in- 

riguing, and licentious men. Considering the 
rapid growth of Catholicism in this country, 

. this book cannot be too widely disseminated. 
Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


The Awful Disclosures of Maria Monk, 
as exhibited in a narrative of her sufferings dur- 
ine her residence of five years as a novice, and 
two years as a black nun, in the Hotel Dien 
Nunnery, at Montreal. Perhaps not any anti. 
Catholic book published has created more ex. 
citement, and had such a circulation as this 
work. To counteract its effects the Catholics 
circulated a story that Maria Monk was “no 
better than she should be,” but investigation 
disclosed that, her “child of shame” was none 
other than the child of her priest-seducer. 
Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth 75 cents. 

Auricular Confession and Popish Nun- 
neries. By Wm. Hogan, for twenty-five 
years a confessing priest. A revelation of the 
icentious practices of the priests and nuns in 
these religious brothels. There is no question 
that Ex-priest Hogan knew the truth of the 
tales of vice, seduction, and infanticide he gives 
in this volume, and equally there is no question 
that if the people generally knew of them, Ca- 
tholicism would not be given the vast amounts 
of money now_allowed it by our various city 
governments. Price, paper, 50 cents, cloth. 75 


cents. 

The Priest in Absolution. A Review of 
the system of auricular confession, including 
copious extracts from the ‘Confessional Un- 
masked,” from the “ Master Key to Popery,” 
etc. The work is a protest against and an appeal 
to every American citizen to examine carefully 
and thoughtfully a religious system sọ invasive 
of privacy, so powerful for evil in licentious 
hands, s0 fraught with danger to female mod- 
esty, to the ingenuous openness of youth. 
and to the freedom of thought, speech, and 
action. Price, paper, 25 cents. 

Priestly Celibacy Exposed A lecture by 
the Rey. Geo. Townsend Fox, of Durham, Eng- 
land. Revised American edition, showing the 
result in parishes of the Roman decree that 
priests shall not mary. Price, paper, 15 cents. 

Sister Lucy and Her Awful Disclosares 
Respecting New Hall Convent, Bore- 
ham, Essex, England, Showing that convents 
are inimical to chastity, virtue, and fteedom. 
Price, paper, 10 cents. 

THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York City. 


AU in a Sf atshell. 


By ASA AUGER’ 


A condensation of the fundamental arguments 
against Christianity. 


A Very Good Little Misstonary Work. 


Address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Price, 15 cents. 


PATENT FOR SALE! 
THE 


ROLLER SLEL 


FOR SUMMER COASTING, 


Patented October 24, 1893, is a complete success. 
Any ten-year old boy or girl can guide it and 
stop it almost instan‘ly, without touching the 
grund. Itcan be readily converted into a win- 
ter sled by removing the trucks. Its construc- 
tion is simple and durable. It can be manufac- 
tured on y-ry little investment. Itis sure to b= 
a great seller, North and South. The patent is 
for sale bv states or counties. 
For particulars adcress A R. AYRES, 
2649 810 Broadway, Hannibal, Mo. 


“With Daughter's Babe Upon 
His Knees.” 


A new edition of that splendid. prose poem, 
“Life,” by “the prince of orators,” Col. R. G- 
Ingersoll. It is larger and better than the old 
edition, and can be framed or placed upon the 
table as an ornament. In the center of the eard 
appear the portraits of the Colonel and the ba yx, 
surrounded by the prose poem, which has been 
truthfully described as, “ one of the masterpieces 
of the orator and poet. who now, as far as we 
know, stands alone in the living world.” Tt will 
make a delightful present, and will be a - ouvenir 
not only of intellectual greatness, but of arti-tic 
workmanship. It is printed on heavy board, gilt 
boveled edge. The size is 12x16inches, and the 
price only 76 cents, post-paid. 


The Freethinker's Badge-pin 


AND 
THE? TRUTH SEEKER 
ONE YEAR, 
Y Will be sent for $4.50. ‘The 


2.75 Pin and THE TROTE 
EIKER one year for $5. 


Ingersoll Souvenir Spoon 


AND 


THE TRUTH SEEKER 


ONE YEAR, 
Will be sent for $4.75. Sugar Spoons and TRUTE 
SEEKER, $5. Hither kind (Tea or Sugar) Spoon 
gilt bowl, 50c. more, 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


WANTED 50.000 Freethinkors to stop, at 
6t46 


Richter’s Hotel, Culiman. Ala. 


and STEREOPTICON $9, All prices. Views lustrata 
every subjecct for PUBLIC EXHIBITIONS, et. 
OP A profitabte Business fora man with a smallcapital. Also, 


Lanterns for Home Amusement. 250 page Catalogue free 
MCALLISTER, Mfg. Opticiaus, 49 Nassau Stes N.Y, 
13ceow39 
THE; 


“Otto Wettstein” WATCH. 


Perfected, new model, 16 jewels, full adjustec 
to heat, cold, and position. beautitul double sunk 
dial, and all modern improvements; guaranteed 
a per,ect timer. Price, in silverine dust-proof 
cases, $17; 4-ounce coin silver, $23. In best filled 
gold case, open-face, dust-proof, $26; hinged 
case, $28 to $30; hunting, $30 to $85; 14 carat, 
solid gold, $45 to $150. Nic el works, $2 more. 

Regular Grade American Watchese— 
Silvorine case, 7 jewels, $6; 11 jewels, $7.50; 15 
jewels, $9; ditto, adjusted, $11; ditto, 17 jewels 
$15. In finer cases, add as above. 

Ladies’? American Gola Watches.—4ll 
latest styles. in plush cases; best filled, 7 jewels 
$14; 11 Jewels, $15.80; 15 jewels, $20; 14 carat soli 
gold, $10 more. Heavier, more elaborate, and 
diamond-set cases, from £5 to $100 more. 

All watches sent with written guarantee, kept 
in order 1 year, and after that time cleaned for $1 
and returned free. k 

Sundries,- Lower grade nickel watches, $5, 
$4, and $3. Best spectacles, $1; best razor, $2; 
best triple-plated teaspoons, $1.80; table spoons 
$3.60; knives, $1.75; forks, $1.75; all for sets of 6. 
solid silver spoons, $1.35 per ounce; solid silver 
souvenir Spoons. $1, $1.25, $1.50, $2 to $3. 

The Colonel Ingersoll.—Tea, $2.50; orange: 
$2.75; sugar, $3; gilt bowls, 50 cents more 
Etched (teas only}: 

“The Time to ve Happy ts Now,” 
50 cents extra. 

Fhe Torch of Reason Badge, solid gold, 
enameled in 5 colors, small pins, $z, $2.75, and 
$3.50. With diamonds, 85, $8. Large, $3, 84, $5, 
$15., Charms, $3, $4, $5, $6, $7.50, 70, 15 $20, $30. 

Diamonds, 20 per cent. below market price. 
Send for price lists, cards in colors and gold of 
badge, tracts, etc., free. Ail goods prevatd (ex- 
cept knives and forks) and cash refunded at op- 
tion. Watch cle:ned $1, and returned fr e. 

TTO WETTSTEIN, Rochelle, Til. 

P.8.—The “Ingersoll Souvenir Spoon ” free 
with every $20 order. 5 with $100 order. 


LTHY MANHOOD 


Those 
AfHlicted 
with 


charges, 
Varico- 


ten cents, sealed in a plain envelope, 
giving causes and symptoms of thecom- 
a plaints, and a description of the Doctor's 

important medical discovery—an Out- 
ward Anplicatian—a positive cure—the only rem- 
edy of the kind in existence—with evidences of Suc. 
cess. Address, ë PR, R, P. FELLOWS, 


Sav where von saw this advart Vineland, N. 2. 
F- I wish to say that I am an out-and-out 
LIBERAL, and I trust the Freethinkers of the land 
will give me their patronage and not waste their 
time and money on Christian dootors.—Dr. Fet- 
lows. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, DECEMBER 23, 1898. 
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ZEKE SEETH A GREAT ABOMINATION. | 


And he brought me into the inner court of the Lord’s house, and, behold, at the door of the temple of the 
Lord, between the porch and the altar, were about five and twenty men, with their backs toward the temple of 
the Lord, and their faces toward the east; and they worshiped the sun toward the east.—Ezek. viii, 16. 


Deutfdje Sreigeift-Bicher. | 
Wier haben folgende Lüther in 
Deufher Sprache welde fehr berithmt find. 


r Die Yrethiimer Mofes,” 
Eine Pritifche Belenchtung des Pentatench fiir 
Widerfprud zur modernen Weltan- 

fhauung und Gefittung. 
von Gol. R. G. Sugerfoll, Preis 50 Cents. 


Dag Weib und ihre Stellung zur 
Religion und Kirde am Ende 
deg 19. Jahrhunderts. 
von Helene H. Gardener, Preis 50 Cents. 


“Moderne Gitterddmmernng, “ 
pon Gol. R. ©. Sugerfoll, Preis 25 Cents. 


n Wunder und Wunderthiter, 
von Sohn Ped, Preis 20 Cents. - 


s, Glaube und Vernunft,” 
oder LE BON SENS. 


des römifd-tatolifhen Priefters Jean Meslier. 
Vlad dem franzöifhen Original überfegt von 
Fraulein Unna Knoop. 

301 Seiten, Seinwand, $1.00, Papier, 50 Cts. 
Diefe Biicher find in Papier Umfdlag und 
flaren Deud. Unfere Deutfhen Lefer 
follten es weit verbreiten. 


Ydreffire, “The Truth Seeker,” 


28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, New York. 


SURVEYORS, ATTENTION! 


A rare chance is offered fora survey or tq get a 


TRANSIT CHEAP. 


We have one for sale, in good order, with 
Tripod, which cost $160. We will sel! it for 
half-price—gs80. Address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


13t46 


Col. R. G. Ingersoll’s 
ARGUMENT 


IN THE 


Reynolds Blasphemy Trial, 


At Morristown, N. J. 


This is the greatestargument ever made in acase 
of this kind, and will be a model for the Bar so 
long as the Christians use force to repress free 
speech. Its legal acumen is unsurpassed. its elo- 
quence never equaled. Wherever Christian per- 
secution is going on this argument should be 
freely circulated, read to the Christians, and ex- 
pounded on every occasion. 

In paper, 25 cents; in cloth, 50 cents. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


Agent's profits per month Will prove 
it or pay forfcit. New art cles just out. 
A $1.20 sample and terms free. Try us. 
CHIDLSTER & Sox. 26 Bond 5t., N. Y. 


————_—$__________. 


METROPOLITAN INFORMATION CONCERN ANSWERS ANY QUESTION 


158 BIBLE HOUSE, NEW 


aE p Aeee. 
SEND FOR PLAN & MRLN EXECUTES ORDERS 50c. & up. Anta]. eral, Personal, 


Along these are Rev, Dr. Gottheil, Henry George, Gordon & Dilworth, New York; Edw. Osgood Brown, Chicago. 


Freethought Library 


ALL FOR $1.50. 


Evolution. f 

By B. F, UnderwWood...s..esecsereee Price 6 cents 
The World’s Parliament of Religions. 

By Tenney..ccccccrerccassssecceeeebrice 10 cents 
The Gods. 

By Ingersoll (with likeness)........ Price 20 cents > 
Ingersoll Before The Unitarian Club...Price 6 cents 
Myth of the Great Deluge. 


By MeCantissscisdearevcceenssevane Price 15 cents 
Evolution of the Devil. 
By Henry Frank. ......:eseseeeever Price 25 cents 


Tha Bruno Monument in Rome........ Price 12 cents 
Church and State. 


By “Jeferson”, .es.saarerraareaare Price 10 cents 
Religion of Humanity. 

By Benwell..sssaaaaraaserarossacaa Price 15 cents 
Ingersoli on Roscoe Conkling........ Price 4 cents 
Dwight L. Moody. 

By Susan H. Wixon..........:eceee Price 5 cents 
Christian Religion. 

By an Old Farmer......c..seserere Price 15 cents 
God in the Constitution. 

By Ingersoll ....ccsccssarerecseaver Price 10 cents 
Effacement of Christianity. 

By Holyoake.......cssessascaarsace Price 10 cents 
Life and Career of Bradiaugh. 

By Holyoak@sscescnscsk cvsevaresdes Price 15 cents 


Ingersoll’s Address on Thomas Paine, Price 6 cents 
Standing Up for Jesus. 

By H; L. Green.e..s.eaees 
Religion in the Republic. 


spaces Price 4 cents 


By M. A, Freeman........csecsesee Price 6 cents 
Never-Ending Life Assured by Science. 

By Tenney. .ccrccccracacssarcsacvar Price 6 cents 
Charles Darwin (Illustrated). 

By Flower & Wakeman........... Price 15 cents 
Jehovah Interviewed. .....2,.eceersrare Price 6 cents 
Cosmology against Theology. 

By Vindex....ccccreccscccceeareces Price 15 cents 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


i K, Washburn’s Works, 


Surday and the Sabbath. ‘‘A law regu- 
lating human conduct on the Sabbath is an im- 
peitinence.” Price. 10 cents. 


The False Teaching of the Christian 
Church. ‘*The Thirty-nine Articles of 


the Cristian church are. thirty-nine poor. 


broken*down opinions.” Price, 10 cents. 

The Foolishness of Prayer. ‘‘ k of 
aminister’s Draying God to kill grasshoppers, 
or trying to inau to underts ea 
crusade of one ag olorado beetle!” 
Price. 10 cents. 

Followers of Jesus. 10 cents. 

Spiritualism : Is It a Faity or a Fact? 

rice, 5 cents. 


Religious Problems, Price, 10 cents. 

Was Jesns Insane? Price, 10 cents. 

The Public Schools and the Catholic 
Chareh. Price, 5 cents. 


POPES AND THEIR DOINGS 


ACCOUNT OF 
Vicars of Christ and Vicegerents of God. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents 


50c 


EACH, 


A SHORT 
HISTORY OF THE BIBLE 


A Popular Account of the Formation and Development 
of the Canon. 


By BRONSON D. KEELER. 


Competent? The 

Books Which are Now Calle 

Heretics. The Christian Oanon. 
Parner. sn cents: cloth. 76 cents. 


Darwin and After Darwin. 


An Exposition of the Darwinian Theory. 
By George J. ROMANES. 


A systematic Exposition of what may be termed 
the Darwinism of Darwin, and intended to be of 
service to the general reader rather than to pro- 
fessed naturalists. 

Mr. Romanes is well known as one of the most 
interesting of English writers upon evolution, 
besides ranking with Professor Huxley in scien- 
tific knowledge and ability. And this is a part of 
his conclusion regarding the great -subject of 
Design, to which the church so otten refers: 

“Thus whether we look to the facts of adapta- 
tion or to those of beauty, everywhere through- 
out organic nature we meet with abundant 
evidence of natural causation, while nowhere do 
we meet with any independent evidence of 
supernatural ‘design. , . Adaptation and 
beauty are alike receiving their explanation at 
the hands of å purely mechanical philosophy. . . 
All nature has thus been transformed before the 
view of the present. xeneration in a manner and 
to an'extent that has never‘before been possible; 
and inasmneh as the enange which has taken 
place has taken plave in the direction of natural- 
ism, and this to the extent of rendering the 
mechanical interpretation of nature universal, if 
is no wonder if the religious mind has suddenly 
awakened to a new, and a terrible force in the 
word: of its traditional enemy—W here is now 


thy God? 7 

Hhusirated, „Price, oO TRUTH SEEKER. 
BOOKS BY 

PROF. FELIX L. OSWALD. 

rhe Bible of Nature: A Contribution 

to the Religion of the Future. Cloth. #1, 

fhe Seeret of the East; or, The Origiz 


of the Christian Religion and the Significance 
of its Rise and Decline. Cloth. $1. 

Physical Education; or, The Health-Law: 
of Nature. Cloth, #1. 

Household Remedies for the Prevalent 
Disorders of the Human Organism. Cloth, 8: 

Zoological Sketches: A Contribution ti 
the Outdoor study of Natural History. Illus 
trated by H. Faber. Cloth a. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


CHEAP EDITION. 


Travels in Faith. 


By OAPT. ROBERT O0. ADAMS. 


Being the story_of his mental, Journey from 
orthodoxy to Rationalism. 


Price, paper, 25 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEEER. ! Gravesend. . 


Sf ows of the Week, 


Crispi has succeeded in forming a new 
Italian ministry. : 


Last week shocks of earthquake were 
felt in Indiana and Illinois. 


In Ohio efforts are being made to get a 
anetecel monopoly bill through the legis- 
ature. 


Brnus admitting Utah and Arizona to 
statehood hav been ’passed by the House 
of Representativs. 


Fivz square miles of South Buffalo were 
inundated on December 15th by the over- 
flow of Buffalo creek. 


SAMUEL Gomerrs was reélected presi- 
dent of the Federation of Labor by a vote 
of 1,314 to 1,222 for John McBride. 


J«RRY Simpson denies that he favors a 
new party in the interest of silver alone. 
He stands with the Populists as before. 


Rev. H. T. Cons, rector of the Protest- 
ant Episcopal Mission of St. David’s, Brook- 
lyn, has become a convert to Catholicism. 


Far West newspapers seem inclined to 
boycott Eastern ink manufacturers be- 
bans of the passage of the silver repeal 

ill, i 


Ir does not seem probable that the Ger- 
man ministry will giv effect to the vote of 
the Reichstag readmitting the Jesuits to 
the empire. 


Tur Wilson tariff bill is threatened by 
organized attack from Democratic repre- 
sentativs whose constituents’ interests are 
not ‘‘ protected ” by the bill. i 


Ter American Federation of Labor, in 
session in Chicago, adopted resolutions 
indorsing Governor Altgeld for his pardon 
of Fielden, Schwab, and Neebe. 3 


It is conceded that the bomb Vaillant 
threw into the French Chamber of 
Deputies defeated the bill, then pending, 
for the amnesty of political prisoners. 


Rerorts of great destitution come from 
all the cities of the country and unusual 
efforts are being made to relieve the mul- 
titudes who are on the brink of destruction, 


SIXTEEN vacancies in the Mississippi 
legislature were filled by election last 
week. Democratic representativs were 
selected in all, including strongly Populist 
counties. 


Catsouic dignitaries and papers in New 
York are generally repudiating the Spel- 
lissy bill, which contemplates the division 
of the public school fund for the benefit of 
church schools. ` . 


Two spans of the bridge in course of 
construction across the Ohio river at 
Louisville collapsed December 15th. 
Twenty or more lives were lost and a num- 
ber of workmen injured. 


Tue Provisional government of Hawaii 
seems to be determined to wage war 
against the nation [the United States] to 
which it wishes to annex Hawaii, if it 
does not get what it wants. 


ADMIRAL Da Gama has declared against 
the Peixoto government in Brazil and 
joined forces with Mello. The latter 
favors a republic, while Da Gama an- 
nounces himself a monarchist. 


“Ir is to be noticed that wherever a 
large vote was polled by women at the mu- 
nicinal elections [in Massachusetts] it was 
drawn out by religious or race antipa- 
thies,”’ says the Boston Journal. ` 


Russa has declined the offer by France 
of a naval station in the Mediterranean, 
Admiral Avelan having reported that he 
could not guarantee the loyalty of the 
crews if -they were permitted to visit 
French ports regularly. 


Water Damroscx’s symphony orches- 
tra struck in Musio Hall, New York, on 
December 17th. The cause of the trouble 
was the employment of a ’cellist not a 
member of the union, and he could not be 
a member because he had not been in this 
country six months. 


Tue Tories are blocking legislation in 
the British House of Commons by ob- 
structiv tactics in connection with the 
Parish Councils bill. It is their all but 
avowed intention to block Liberal legisla- 
tion until Gladstnne’s death. A crisis, 
which may end the House of Lords, is im- 
minent, 


Supreme Court Jusrict BARNARD of 
New York found John Y. McKane and 
four of his associates in the Gravesend 
election proceedings guilty of contempt of 
court and ordered each of them to be im- 
prisoned for thirty days and pay a fine of 
$250, the high~st penalties allowed by the 
law. They hav asked for a stay. But 
McKane remains Sanday-sehool super- 
intendent and otherwise has unimpaired 
standing in the Methodist church. at 
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& I PREFER A CLERGY DEVOTED 
TO CONCUBINAGE, SODOMY and INCEST. 
RATHER THAN THOSE WHO MARRY !” = POPE GREGORY V4.= 


A BIT OF HISTORY—-THE TENDER MERCY OF POPERY. 


TO NEW READERS OF THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


We send this issue of The Truth Seeker to a great many Liberals who are not subscribers, with an earnest invitation to them 
to become such, and thereby help along the Liberal cause. 

We would also respectfully call their attention to the many points of excellence of the Paper. 

Tse Truth Seeker is the Largest Freethought Journal in the World. l 

The Cartoons of Heston appear each week, and each picture is worth the cost of the paper a year to one who appreci 
ates plain and telling arguments against ecclesiasticism. i 

Tae TRUTH SEEKER constantly prints the most yaried and entertaining Selection of Original Papers of any Liberal Journal. 
Its Contributors are all the noted Liberals of the country. All that Col. R. G. Ingersoll gives to the Public can be found 
in Tue Tror Seexer, and that Poet of Freethought, Samuel P. Putnam, writes more for its columns than for any other. The 
Liberal speakers send us. accounts of their journeys, and the best writers of Freethought freely devote their services to the 
cause of Liberalism through the colums of Taz Trura Srexer. Charles Watts, perhaps the greatest Debater of our time, cer- 
tainly the foremost Secular orator of England, will send us monthly letters from England with all the news of our movement there 
and such reflections and pertinent observations as will surely make every English Secularist living in this country and Canada want to 
read THE TrurH Seexer. George E. Macdonald, one of the rarest combinations of humorist, satirist, philosopher, logician, has been 
engaged to write regularly for our columns. As the “Man With the Badge Pin,” he is known to nearly ali the Liberals of the country, 
and we are willing to make him known to more. 

Tur TRUTH SEEKER gives all the news of Freethought, and is always on Guard Against the Encroachments of Ecclesiastics 
upon the People’s Liberties. 

Tue Truta SEEKER is devoted to the defense of Mental Liberty, of American Institutions, and the Preservation of 
the United States Constitution, so far as regards religious tests and the maintenance of human rights. It advocates the aboli- 
tion of all laws based on religion or religious observances. It demands the taxation of church property. It is uncompromis- 
ingly opposed to anything tending toward a union of church and state, either in name or in fact. 

Ihe Sunday Question is now to the front all over the country. On that Tue TRUTH SEEKER will voice the demands of 
the Liberal minded men and women of the country, and nowhere else will the rights of the people as against Puritanism be 
found so sturdily defended. 

To sum it up, Taz TRUTH SEEKER is the biggest, best, and bravest Freethought journal in the world, and if you are a Liberal 
or Freethinker, you want it and ought to take it. We appeal also to fair-minded Christians to hear our side and then decide. 
Bigots and fanatics, we suppose, wouldn’t take it on any terms. 

SEE OUR PREMIUM OFFER FOR NEW SUBSCRIBERS on the second and third pages. Take advantage of one of 
these offers, or send $3 for a Year’s subscription, or $1 for four months’ trial. THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 
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‘The Most Magnificent Work Ever Published by the Freethought Press. 


Four Hundred Years of Freethought. 


BY SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 


The object of this work is to present the Course of Freethought throughout the Civilized World for 
the last Four Centuries, from the time of Columbus and Bruno to the time of Ingersoll, 

It will be a radical Historic Record of the Greatest Developments of the Human Race. l 

It will reveal Freethought as an Intellectual, Moral, Literary, Social, Industrial, and Political 


Movement. À f , 
It will show what Freethought is in itself and how manifold are its influences, and with what 


hope and promise we can hail its future triumph. 


“Four Hundred Years of Freethought” will Embrace the most Illustrious Pages 
of Human History, 


adorned with the brightest Genius, radiant with the most splendid Poetry, rich with the greatest Inven- 
tions and Discoveries and ennobled with Freedom’s most shining advance. 

Nothing Can be More Interesting. 
more inspiring to the Pioneer Workers of to-day—to those who are still in the van for Human Rights and 
Progress. The struggle is not ended and what is already won must be carefully guarded. Eternal vigi- 
lance is the price of liberty ; and from the Past we must ever learn Great Lessons for the Future. 


NO LIBERAL CAN AFFORD TO BE WITHOUT THIS BOOK. 
It will contain the Greatest Thoughts and the Greatest Deeds of the Greatest Men 
In One Harmonious and Magnificent Whole, 
a vivid picture of man’s sublimest evolution, with the added glory of l 
WOMANS EMANCIPATION 


from the chains and slavery of a barbaric creed and church. i 

THE FIRST PART of the book will deal with Freethought as a Universal Power, as a Spirit, a 
Method, a prevailing but unorganized Influence in every Department of Human Growth. 

THE SECOND PART will deal with Freethought as an Organized Movement, especially in America 
and Europe; and this history is of equal importance with the first, and should be justly. understood 
and the Pioneers of our work recognized. 

) The first part will embrace the following Grand Departments : 


Government and Politics. , Woman’s Emancipation. 


Philo ophy.{| Science. | Education and Literature. 
Bruno. Copernicus. Ethics. Boccaccio. Lessing. Voltaire. Gambetta. | Madame Roland. 
Spinoza. Galileo. Bacon. Rabelais. Schiller. Rousseau. Castelar. Mary Wolistoncraft. 
Descartes. | Kepler. Comenius, Cervantes. Goethe. French Salon. Bradlaugh. | Harriet Martineau. 
Locke. Da Vinci. | Pestalozzi. Marlowe. George Sand. | French Revo- Garrison. Frances Wright. 
ume. Newton. Froebel. Shakspere. George Eliot. lution. Phillips. Lucretia Mott. 
Hobbs Humboldt. | Combe. Gibbon. Victor Hugo. | Thomas Paine, Parker. Ernestine L. Rose. 
Kant. Lyell. Spencer. _ Burns. Emerson. Jefferson. Sumner.. Lydia Maria Child. 
Hamilton. | Darwin. Owen. Shelley. Heine. Mazzinni. Lincoln. Margaret Fuller. 
Comte. Tyndall, Holyoake. Byron. Thoreau. Bentham. Bakounine. | Elizabeth Cady Stanton. 
Büchner, uxley. Haeckel. Pushkin. Whitman. ill, Warren. Susan B. Anthony. 
Feuerbach. Girard Tcherny- Ingersoll. Garabaldi. Petrofsky. MatildaJ oslyn Gage. 
; Lick. chewsky. Heinzen. Helen H. Gardener. 
Annie Besant. 
THE PORTRAITS OF THESE ILLUSTRIOUS REFORMERS 


in every domain of Human Thought and Progress will adorn the pages of this volume. 

The Second Part of this volume will be devoted especially to organized Freethought and the Liberal 
Press in modern times. The Truth Seeker, Investigator, Ironclad Age, Secular Thought, Freethinker? Maga- 
zine, Independent Pulpit, Lucifer, the Freethinker, Agnostic Journal, ete. 

It will give a history of the 


GREAT INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS 


at Chicago, the Freethought Federation of America, the American Secular Union, the various state and 
local organizations, the Canadian Secular Union, the British Secular Union, and other Liberal associations 
throughout the world. l l 

It will contain the portraits of those who, up to the present time, have been identified with Free- 
thonght work—editors, lecturers, officers of societies, and those who, as representative men, have won dis- 
tinction in other fields of effort. There will be the portraits of 


George E. Macdonald, Capt. R. C. Adams, Dr. E. B. Foote, Sr., Susan H. Wixon, 


Horace Seaver, 


J. P. Mendum, E. M, Macdonald, John R. Charlesworth, Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., Mrs. Charles Watts, 

D. M. Bennett, L. K. Washburn, Samuel P. Putnam, . Prof. J, H. Cook, Mrs. Robert C, Adams, 
Parker Pillsbury, Ernest Mendum, John E. Remsburg, E. H. Heywood, Mrs. M. A. Freeman, 
Eliznr Wright, Charles Watts, Franklin Steiner, Otto Wettstein, Katie Kehm Smith, 

T. C. Leland, G. W. Foote, J. D. Shaw, Stephen Pearl Andrews, Lucy -N. Colman, 

T. B. Wakeman, Saladin, E. A. Stevens, James Parton, Lillian Leland, 

Judge C. B. Waite, J. R. Monroe, H. L. Green, Abner Kneeland, Amy Post. 


and other men and women who have contributed to the advancement of Freethought and whose names 
should be remembered throughout-the Liberal ranks. There will also be about 


ONE HUNDRED BIOGRAPHIES, 


and in these will be given a picture of Freethought progress which will be most interesting and valuable, 
for it is in individuals that we find the best interpretations of the age. 


The Price of This Superb Book is $5.00, 


and not for the same amount of money can there be found such an array of facts, such a survey of history, 


- and such a galaxy of Freethought. 
Mr. Putnam is now devoting his whole time to this work and it will be published at the earliest 
possible moment. i 
The name of every Subscriber who sends five dollars before the work is on the press 
will be enrolled in this book. DON’T FAIL TO SUBSCRIBE AT ONCE. 


This book will contain 
Over Six Hundred Pages of Printed Matter and Over One Hundred Portraits. 


ït will be elegantly bound. It wil be a book for the home and the fireside. It will be a book to give ta 
your friends when they ask, What is Freethought—what has it done and what is it doing in the world? 
This is the most universal presentation of Freethought ever given to the public, and no Freethinke: 
can afford to be without it. It is a library in itself. 
~ Address orders to THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette place, New York. 
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| HOW TO GET . 
FOUR HUNDRED YEARS 
OF FREETHOUGHT 


SPECIAL OFFER. | 
We have made arrangements with 
Mr. Putnam whereby we are enabled 
to make our friends a most generous 
offer. 

We need more subscribers to THE 
Truru SEEKER, and every Freethinker 
needs “ Four Hundred Years of Free- 
thought.” Not all are able to pay $5 
for it, but everyone can do a little 
work to obtain a copy — congenial 
work, that will do great good all 
around. This is the offer: 


Send us Four New 
Yearly Subscribers at 
regular rates ($12 in 
all), and we will send 
the Getter-up of the 
Club a copy of “FOUR 


HUNDRED YEARS OF 


FREETHOUGHT,” 
FREE OF CHARGES. | 


And further, to aid our friends in 
getting this book for themselves, we 
will offer l 
To the New Subscribers as a 

Premium, 
post free, a copy in boards of 


Old Testament Stories 


Comically Illustrated 
By WAISON HESTON, 
THE GREATEST BOOK OF ITS KIND EVER 
CONCEIVED 


Or, if preferred, a copy cloth-bound of 
W, S. BELL’S 
Handbook of Freethought. 

With these Splendid Works as pre- 
miums there ought to be no difficulty 
in getting hundreds of clubs of sub- 
scribers. 


Remember, to the Getter-up of The Club, 
FOUR HUNDRED YEaRS OF FREETHOUGHT, 
free. 


To each New Subscriber in the club, a pre- 
mium of a Dollar Book—either “Old Testament 
Stories Comically Illustrated,” or W. S. Bell’s 
‘Handbook of Freethought,” in Cloth—all free 
hy post or express, 


This really brings the price of the 
paper down to $2 to-each new sub- 
scriber, as they get Tue TRUTH SEEKER 
one year and a dollar book for $3. 


A Club of Four New Sub- 
scribers and $12 ($3 only 
from each) does this. 


We want to extend our circulation, 
and we want to help our friends to 
help us. 

It ought not to be difficult to get 
four New Subscribers in any town in 
the country, especially with these. 
Splendid Premiums to assist. 

Those who get up these Clubs will 
receive their copies of “ Four Hundred 
Years of Freethought” as soon as the 
book is issued. 

Those who send a Club and 
Four New Subscribers and 
$12 before the book is printed, 
will have their names en- 
rolled in its shining pages. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


28 Lafayette Place, 
NEW YORK, 
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THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


FOUNDED BY D., M. BENNETT. 


E, M, Maoponanp, - - -~ - Editor and Manager. 
28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, NEW YORK. 


SATURDAY. - - -  - DEOEMBER 30, 1893. 


SUBSCRIPTION RATES, 


Single subscription, in advance..........cscccerscecessentacees 
One subscription two years, in advance.... 
Two now subseribers........s.ssssasassessseseseseesootesossoasoe 
One subscription with one new subscriber, in one remittance. 5 00 
One pukaoriprion with two new subscribers, in one remit- 
RINGO EEE EE E E E E 
One subscription with three new subscribers, in one remit- 
TANCE... ceaceee scene dette ee enee ee surerseseesereeeeesereeee 8 
One subscription with four new subscribers, in one remit- 
FAME. ccc ccccccceacccce cet eres sese see ee eases sas eeeeeseen es 10 
Any number over five at the same rate, invariably with one 
remittance. 


ene 


Money should be sent by express company’s money order, 
postal order, draft on New York, or. by registered letter. 
_ Address communications and make drafts, checks, post-oficae 
and express money orders payable to E. M. MACDONALD, 


28 Lafayette place, New York. ~ 


SPECIAL NOTICE.—We shall be obliged to our 
readers if they will send us the name and address of 
any Freethinker who is not a regular subscriber. 


SOME HANDSOME PREMIUMS. 


To induce new subscriptions and prompt renew- 
als on the part of our friends we make the follow- 
ing handsome premium offers: 


For $6.50 we will send Taz TRUTH SEEKER one 
year ($3) and S. P. Putnam’s “Four Hundred 
Years of Freethought” ($5). By taking advantage 
of this or our Free offer of the book (see oppo.it 
page) there is no reason why every Freethinker in 
the country should not possess this splendid work. 


For $5 we will send Taz Trura SEEKER one 
year ($3) and “Paine’s Great Works Complete” 
($3). This edition of Paine’s works contains a 
picture of Paine, of the statue proposed to be 
erected in Chicago, and of his monument in New 
Rochelle. 


For $5 we will send Tue Trura SEEKER one 
year ($3) and “The World’s Sages, Thinkers, and 
Reformers” ($3). By D. M. Bennett. 


For $4.50 we will send Tae TRUTH SEEKER one 
year ($3) and James B. Alexander's Dynamic The- 
ory ($2.75). This is a splendid offer, for every one 
wants this book. It has over a thousand large 
pages and more than four hundred illustrations. 
It is a digest of Science, and every one who studies 
it cannot help but be well-informed in all scientific 
matters. 

For $4.50 we will send Tae TRUTH SEEKER one 
year ($3) and “The Freethinker’s Pictorial Text- 
Book ” in cloth ($2.50). - 

For $4 we will send Tae Trura SELKER one year 
($3) and “ The Freethinker’s Pictorial Text-Book > 
in boards ($2). 

For $4 we will send Taz Truru SEEKER one year 
($3) and a copy of “ Old Testament Stories Comic- 
ally Illustrated,” in cloth covers ($1.50). 

For $3.50 we will send Taz Trura SEEKER one 
year ($3) and “Old Testament Stories Comieally 
Illustrated,” in board covers ($1). 

This is a splendid opportunity to obtain books 
which every Liberal desires. to hav, at an exceed- 
ingly low price. Old and new subscribers can 
avail themselvs of it, and we shall be glad if our 
present readers will call the attention of their 
friends to the values offered. 


“ Applied Christianity.”—IV. 

What are the fruits of the thirty years’ cultiva- 
tion of the public mind by the National Reform As- 
sociation? In the crusade which it has led for the 
subversion of the sceular institutions established by 
the fathers, what victories has it won? Are the 
people more, or less, familiar with and favorable to 
the idea of a close union of religion and law than 
they were in 1863? Hav the ministers, as minis- 
ters, and religious bodies, as such, greater, or less, 
influence in the halls of legislation than they bad 
three decades ago? In answering these questions 
we shall quote somewhat at length from the Chris- 
tian Statesman, the official organ of the National 
‘Reform Association, as we hav done in the previous 
papers of this series, and also from the American 
Sentinel, the Second Adventist paper of this city, 
which is as distinetivly representativ of the Chris- 
tian opposition to the theocratic movement as the 
Christian Statesman is of the Christian sentiment 
favorable thereto. 

Our “Churebly Purpose and Performance” col- 
umn givs some idea of the triumphs which the Sab- 
batarians are constantly achieving, although our 
record is manifestly, but unavoidably, incomplete. 
The enemies of the Free Sunday are forcing the 
fighting all along the line, and they are justified in 
feeling greatly encouraged. They are getting new 
ordinances and statutes in their favor, and old ones 
interpreted against liberty by administrativ of- 
ficials and enforced by peace officers. The courts 
hav within a few years rendered many decisions up- 
holding existing Sunday laws. Such a decision 
once handed down by a state supreme court places 
the people of that state at the mercy of bigots in 
and out of office. Every new statute enacted is so 
much clear gain for the first day worshipers. A 
multitude of laws are created with the utmost fa- 
cility, but when it comes to repeal, no matter how 
unjust the law may be, the advocates of reform find 
themselvs confronted with insurmountable ob- 
stacle-. 

Says H. H. George in the Christian Statesman ` 

‘The same public sentiment that molded Congress into 
the making of the Sabbath regulation for the World’s 
Fair, will speak again whenever called upon, will speak 
upon the same side it did before, and will speak more 
positivly, more loudly, and more determinedly than it did 
before.” 

No doubt; and it will speak just as fraudulently 
as before, but we hav no guarantee that Congress 
will not bow just as abjectly in the presence of the 
new forged petitions as it did in that of those de- 
manding the closing of the World’s Fair. 

t Our Supreme Court in 1885 unanimously declared 
that labor’s need of a rest day was justification enough 
for Sabbath laws, to which should be added as a basis for 
their defense a part of our Christian National Constitu- 
tion, that other unanimous decision in 1892, ‘This isa 
Christian nation.’ "—Christian Statesman. 

‘ Congress published a larger number of the hearings 
on the Sunday Rest bill (42,000) than it published of any 
other public document, except the Agricultural Reports.” 
— Wilbur F. Crafts. 

Editor William H. McKee, of the American Sen- 
tinel, sums up the situation in these few sentences: 

‘In every state there has been agitation for the en- 
forcement of Sunday laws. Cases under the Sunday laws, 
in one form or another, hav been brought before the 
courts of almost all the states. In several states these 
laws hav been avowedly used for religious persecution. 
Although the religious statutes, under which this is done, 
contradict both the spirit and the terms of the bills of 
rights of the Constitutions of the different states, and of 
the United States, still they hav been, without excep- 
tion, thus far, sustained by the decisions of the higher 
state courts. The Supreme Court of the United States 
has, by concurring in Justice Brewer’s opinion in the 
Trinity church case, February 29, 1892, that this is ‘‘a 
Christian Nation,” given notice what position it will take 


onany case involving this question which it may be called 
on to decide. The Congress of the United States has real- 
ized this, and acted upon it in advance, in the legislation 
which it passed in reference to the Sunday closing of the 
World’s Fair. The principle, then, that the church may 
employ the power of the state—that Secular Jaws may en- 
force religious observances, and that the authority of 
church and state, combined, shall dominate the con- 
science, is settled in the affirmativ in this country.” 

We are face to face, therefore, with an enemy 
intrenched in the rifle pits of state and federal 
legislation. Hereafter we must in the open do 
battle with a foe that, when bard pressed, may take 
refuge in the casements and bomb-proofs of juris- 
prudence. To be sure, we hav the Constitution 
and many state bills of rights, but politicians, at 
the dictate of priests, hav disregarded and trampled 
these before, disregard and trample them now, 
and will continue to disregard and trample them, 
until we show them—the politicians—that we can 
command more votes than the priests can and are 
determined to be free from clerical domination. 

Referring to the source from which has sprung 
this polluting and death-d :aling stream of church- 
stateism and calling attention to the tributary 
waters now pouring into the older current—the 
combined volume threatening to sweep away the 
remnants of every cherished edifice of liberty to 
which we yet cling—Mr. McKee says: 

‘ Every statute and municipal ordinance in this coun- 
try, enforcing or promoting religion and religious observ- 
ances, has had its origin in the church and state laws of 
the original codes from which our system of jurispru- 
dence is derived. The same spirit of church and state 
union which established these Jaws in the first place has 
retained them in our statute books. These dormant seeds 
of persecution, which hav lain covered and uncultivated 
in the statute books now for three generations, hav, 
within the last few years, been brought to the light with 
the promis of an immediate and rapid growth. A body 
of associated religious organizations, such as never before 
existed, has undertaken to foster and cherish the growing 
iniquity. i 

“That principle, which is the basis of papal policy, is 
now firmly fixed in the statutes and judicial precedents 
of the different states. The farther development of this 
destructiv policy is- being rapidly hastened, not only by 
the machinations of the Roman Catholic church itself, 
but, even in @ much greater degree, by the mistaken 
course of Protestant denominations and the various other 
organizations, more or less avowedly religious in char- 
acter. Some of these organizations are willing to join 
hands with the Roman Catholic church in securing strict 
legislation as to the observance of Sunday, and are, in 
fact, desirous that the Catholic power should join with 
them in obtaining a severe interpretation, and enforce- 
ment, of those laws by the courts. Other organizations 
believe themselvs to be antagonizing Roman Catholicism, 
and even confessedly make that the main, and, in some 
instances, the enly purpose of their existence, still they 
ignorantly serve the same ends by accomplishing the same 
thing, only under the name of Protestantism, instead of 


Catholicism.” 

The only thing that at present postpones the 
union of Catholic and Protestant against civil 
liberty for non-Christians is the fact that the Prot- 
estants control the public schools. Shut out their 
Bibles and prayers and songs and school-book se- 
lections and how long would it be before they would 
join hands with the Catholics in a division of the 
school fund for the support of church schools? No 
man would grow gray in the time they would spend 
in deliberating upon the question, you may be sure. 
How do we know they would do this? We know it 
because they insist upon keeping the Protestant 
Bible in the common schools. We know it because 
they insist upon forcing upon the children of non- 
Protestants religious ideas that are repugnant to 
those non-Protestants, who help support the schools 
which are thus perverted into nurseries of Protest- 
antism. If they loved justice they would take their 
Bible out of the public schools. If they really be- 
lieved in non-sectarian instruction they would vol- 
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untarily stop thrusting their religious notions into 
the minds of children not their own. They oppose 
a division of the school fund because it would 
benefit the Catholics, not because they are opposed 
to the principle involved in division. Put them in 
the position of the Catholics and they would de- 
mand what the less discreet Catholics are demand- 
ing. They are perfectly willing that public money 
shall be used for the purpose of propagating re- 
ligion in the schools, because the religion so prop- 
agated is their religion. Take from them this mo- 
nopoly and see how quickly they would lose their 
truly wonderful love for the public schools. 

Catholic and Protestant are practically united in 
regard to all the other ligatures that connect church 
and state. They both believe in Sunday laws; 
both approve the appointment of chaplains in the 
military and civil service; both indorse the action 
of the president and of governors in issuing relig- 
ious proclamations; both wish to hav church 
property continue exempt from taxation; both 
defend the judicial oath; both stand for the “law 
of Christ” in regard to divorce; both believe that 
civil authority comes from God. They differ only 
as to the relation of the church to public education, 
and that only because one is without and the other 
within the charmed circle of state favoritism. We 
` are glad they hav this bone of contention to partly 
occupy their attention. Possibly the Protestants 
—that is, the more reasonable ones—will be taught 
something by the parochial school fight. They 
may get their eyes open enough to see that the 
only safety for themselvs as well as for other mi- 
norities is to take and keep religion out of the 
public schools, and in all other ways secularize the 
state. To quote Mr. McKee once more: 

‘Those who are assisting to create a Protestant simili- 
tude to the papacy while ardently fighting Roman Cathol- 
icism, as they see it, are legion. The subtle deception 
under which these labor and the delusion which they 
throw around those whom they draw into their ranks is 
unique. Roman Catholicism may well cherish them as 
its dearest friends, theenemy, It is a frequent, though 
paradoxical, statement that the longest way round is the 
shortest way there—this is vividly exemplified in the case of 
those who are now antagonizing the progress of the papacy 
in this country by the use of papal methods. No quicker 
way of securing a papal-Protestant domination in civil 
affairs could possibly be devised than that which has been 
taken. The possibility of the Roman Catholic church, 
as now existing and organized in this country, obtaining 
the political ascendancy has aroused a selfish opposition 
which demands the same thing for itself, and proceeds 
to obtain it by means which are in themselvs Romaniz- 
ing, and will very shortly bring both parties into com- 
panionship in a mutual attack on the same fold.” 


This is wholly true. As we hav said, the only 
thing—-aside from doctrinal differences and in- 
herited prejudices—that keeps them apart in their 
crusades against the secular state is their selfish 
scramble over the schools. Let the battle go on; 
we believe that it will hav a great educational value; 
that it will bring tens of thousands of recruits to 
our ranks, and it may save the day for liberty. 
When the United States Supreme Court unani- 
mously declared that “this is a Christian nation” 
the black flag was raised. That was the hour of 
destiny. After that any law in the interest of 
Christianity might be enacted, and there remains 
no authority to nullify it. The highest tribunal 
has said in advance that it is constitutional. To 
this complexion we hav come at last. The Supreme 
Court has been known to reverse its own decisions, 
but, as regards the relations of church and state, 
there is no hope that, with its present personnel, it 
will do so unless we first raise the country to a 
white heat of protest. And then it might rot, for 
such bodies move slowly. In all likelihood that 
decision will stand until a majority of new men sit 
upon the Supreme Court bench. And perhaps 
many a long year thereafter. While it remains a 
part of the law of the land we can never know peace 
and safety. The actual writers of that decision— 
the National Reform Association and its federated 
societies—will not scruple to use all the power it puts 
into their hands. They will apply Christianity in 
every way possible. In the name of “The King” 
they will destroy the republic if we do not defend 
ourselvs. They will strangle religious liberty if we 
put our trust in “the spirit of the age.” We might 
as well trust in God and die. Concentrate and 


fight. Teach‘the people. Meet the theocrats on 
the platform, in the press, in the school meeting, 
in educational conventions, at the bar of justice, 
in the state legislature and Congress. Stand 
squarely for our principles. Expose that fraud, the 
“Sunday rest” law. Be men and women. Pre- 
serve liberty in the land. 


Woman and Christianity. 


“What women are by nature it is presumptuous to as- 
sume, nature so far having had very little and custom 
and society having had a great deal to do with my sex. 
The feminin product evolved from six thousand years of 
absolute subjection—absolute at least until the advent of 
Christian civilization—~does not look kindly on innova- 
tion.”—Kate Field. 


Kate Field is too well-informed a woman, too free 
from many common superstitions, and too inde- 
pendent in every way, to be the author of the state- 
ments contained in the foregoing sentences. How 
they could flow from her pen we do not see. We 
allude, of course. to her certification of the truth of 
the “six thousand years” delusion and her ap- 
parent concession of the validity of the unfounded 
Christian claim that to “Christian civilization” 
woman is indebted for her present comparativ free- 
dom. Anentthe latter we respectfully suggest that 
she carefully read « Woman, Church, and State,” by 
Matilda Joslyn Gage. Therefrom she would learn 
that, in the words of Sir Henry Maine, “ The juris- 
consulists had evidently at this time assumed the 
equality of the sexes as a principle of the ‘law of 
equity. The situation of the Roman woman whether 
married or single became one of great personal and 
proprietary independence; but Christianity tended 
somewhat from the comrencement to narrow this 
remarkable liberty. The prevailing state of re- 
ligious sentiment may explain why modern juris- 
prudence has adopted these rules concerning the 
position of woman which belong to an imperfect 
civilization. No society which preserves any tinct- 
ure of Christian institutions is likely to restore to 
married women the personal liberty conferred on 
them by the middle Roman law. Canon law has 
deeply injured civilzation.” See Maine’s “Early 
History of Institutions,” “Roman Law,” and “ An- 
cient Law” for further information on this point. 

Under the canon law daughters could not inherit 
with brothers. In Rome it was different. Says 
Blackstone: “ The preference of males over females 
in succession was totally unknown to the laws of 
Rome. Brothers and sisters were entitled to equal 
parts of the inheritance.” 

The Christian view of woman is well shown by 
this paragraph from Loredano’s “Life of Adam” 
(published at Amsterdam in 1696) : 

“It was the effect of God’s goodness: to man that suf- 
fered him to sleep when Eve was formed, as Adam, being 
endowed with a spirit of prophecy, might foresee the 
evils which the production of Eve would cause to all 


menkind, so that God perhaps cast him into that sleep 
lest he should oppose the creation of his wife.” 

Of woman and the church Elizabeth Cady Stan- 
ton says: “As the Christian church grew stronger, 
woman’s fate grew more helpless. Even the Rəf- 
ormation and Protestantism brought no relief.” 
The old Christian view of woman survived to this 
century, to this generation, to this day, despite the 
humanizing, the enlightening, the liberating influ- 
ence of rationalism and science. In 1843 the Hop- 
kinson Association of Congregational Divines of 
New Hampshire adopted this rule to govern the 
conduct of women in their churches: 

“ But as to leading men, either in instruction or de- 
votion, and as to any interruption or disorder in religious 
meetings, ‘Let your women keep silence in the churches;’ 
not merely let them be silent, but let them keep or pre- 
serve silence. Not that they may not preach, or pray, or 
exhort merely, but they may not open their lips to utter 
any sounds audibly. Let not your women in promiscu- 
ous religious meetings preach or pray audibly, or exhort 
audibly, or sigh, or groan, or say Amen, or utter the 
precious words, ‘Bless the Lord,’ or the enchanting 
sounds, ‘Glory! Glory!’” 

While Miss Field has her mind directed to the 
“subjection” of wom~n, we will call her attention 
to the famous See case in New Jersey in 1876. Dr. 
See had admitted two women temperance speakers 
to his pulpit. He was put on trial for this offense, 
which Rev. Dr. Craven, the prosecutor, declared 
was “an indecency in the sight of Jehovah.” For 


four hours Dr. Craven devoted himself to the task 
of proving from the Bible woman’s subjection to 
man. And he proved it. He knew the Bible and 
Christianity better than do many of his brethren 
who hav been partially civilized by Preoveys 
Here follow a few of his asseverations : 

‘I believe the subject involvs the honor of my God. I 
believe the subject involvs the headship and crown of 
Jesus. Woman was made for man and became first in 
the transgression. My argument is that subordination 
is natural, the subordination of sex. Dr. See has admit- 
ted marital subordination, but this is not enough; there 
exists a created subordination; a divinely arranged and 
appointed subordination of woman as woman, to man as 
man. Woman was made for man and became first in the 
transgression. The proper condition of the adult female 
is marriage; the general rule for ladies is marriage. 
Women without children, it might be said, could preach, 
but they are under the general rule of subordination. It 
is not allowed woman to speak in the church. Man’s 
place is on the platform. It is positivly base for a woman 
to speak in the pulpit; it is base in the sight of Jehovah. 
The whole question is one of subordination.” 

He was sustained by the Synod of New Jersey, 
which censured Dr. See for his anti-Christian lib- 
erality, An appeal was taken to the General As- 
sembly of the Presbyterian Church of the United 
States, which confirmed the verdict of the Synod. 
Woman’s subjection to superstition is brought into 
painful prominence by the fact that, in the face of 
this shameful Christian treatment of the sex by the 
Presbyterian Church of the United States, hun- 
dreds of thousands of women remain members of 
that church. The baleful influence of Christianity 
upon women could not be demonstrated more con- 
clusivly than by this slavish submission to the 
power that denies them equal rights as human 
beings. 

Rev. H. H. Strong, president of the Rochester 
Theological Seminary (Baptist), said in 1878: 

“She is subordinate to man in office, she is to be 
helper, not principal. Therefore man has precedence in 
the order of creation, woman is made of man, and to 
supply the felt need of man. The race, therefore, is 
called the race of man and not the race of woman. For 
this office of subordination, and whether they assert it or 
not, women are fitted by their very constitution, and in 
the very creation of mankind in the garden of beauty un- 
defiled by the slimy track of the serpent as it was, God 
ordained the subordination of woman and the differences 
of nature that make her subordination inevitable.” 

Modern American lawmakers hav removed many 
of the disabilities imposed upon woman by the 
spirit of Christianity, but there is still ample room 
for the work of repeal. Recently an elderly woman 
fell and injured herself upon some ice at Rome, New 
York. The ice had formed from the overflow of 
one of the tanks of the New York Central Railroad 
Company. She brought an action for damages and 
for compensation for loss of time. She was married, 
but her husband had not lived with her for twelve 
years, and she supported herself and children by 
cleaning and taking in washing. The company’s 
lawyer asked the judge to charge that she was not 
entitled to recover for loss of time from household 
service, but that her husband, if anyone, might re- 
cover damages for all loss of household services 
occasioned by the accident. The trial judge said 
that he would not charge in that way in that case, 
as the husband was not living with his wife. The 
General Term, therefore, reversed the judgment for 
the plaintiff, and ordered a new trial. The decision 
of the General Term appears to be “good law.” 
Such a manifest wrong shocks the sense of justice of 
even men and women who call themselvs Christians, 
but it is merely a survival. When Christianity was 
supreme the canon law refused to recognize that 
a woman had any rights apart from her husband, 
and even questioned if she had a soul. 


Wanted—New Subscribers. 

We solicit the kind attention of our friends to 
the need which exists of increasing the subscrip- 
tion list of Tus Turn Ssrexer. There are several 
reasons for this, which our- readers will readily see. 
First, It will do a world of good, by making more 
Liberals and by interesting those already liberal in 
the work of Freethought. : ihe church is making 
great encroachments upon our liberties, and the 
people need to know about it, in order to defeat its 
tyranny. And those who read Taz Taurn SEEKER 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, DECEMBER 30, 1898. 


S24 


es 


are a hundred times more interested and activ than 
those who do not. Second, It is a duty we owe to 
our fellow-men to giv them the light of reason we 
hav obtained. Liberalism makes for true civiliza- 
tion, and freedom from fear of an angry God makes 
men happier and better. Every Liberal should do 
all he can to lift up his neighbors from the darkness 
‘of superstition to the glorious plain of mental lib- 
erty. And, as Mr. Wakeman says, referring to the 
resolution regarding the Liberal papers passed at 
the late International Congress: “ They are the very 
life of the cause of intellectual and practical eman- 
cipation of the people. As such they are to be 
built up and sustained by constant care, payment, 
encouragement, and solicitation for subscribers for 
them.” Third, An increase in the list will relieve the 
readers from the occasional “duns” we are com- 
pelled to send out in order to get money with 
which to pay bills. If we can obtain two or three 
thousand new subscribers, the increased revenue 
will make the business work of the paper easier, 
and we can continue to improve the paper without 
fear of financial embarrassments. 

To reward those who will do a little for us in 
this matter we hav arrauged to take a large num- 
ber of Mr. Putnam’s “Four Hundred Years of 
Freethought,” and to every one who sends us four 
new yearly subscribers at the regular rates of $3 
($12 in all), we shall send a copy of that magnifi- 
cent work free. Those who send the club before 
the book is on the press will be enrolled among the 
original subscribers and patrons in the book. 

And to make it easy to get these four new sub- 
scribers we will offer them as a premium either. of 
‘two spendid works—The “Old Testament Stories 
Comically Illustrated,” or W. S. Bell’s “ Handbook 
of Freethought” in cloth binding. Our readers 
know the value of these books, and that about every 
Liberal in the country would like a copy of one or 
the other. Either one of these, as may be chosen, 
will be given to the new subscribers obtained in 
these clubs of four, and a copy of “ Four Hun- 
dred Years of Freethought” to the one who gets 
up the club and sends the money and names. 

We cannot afford to make this premium to single 
subscribers, but to enable old subscribers ard single 
new subscribers to obtain these and other desirable 
works at a great reduction, we hav made a list of 
premiums in connection with subscriptions to the 
paper,.to be found in the first column of the first 
editorial page of Tae Trora Sxrxer. Weare willing 
to do our part toward making the obtaining of good 
Liberal works easy and cheap, and hope our read- 
ers will take advantage of the terms offered. 

Once more we ask that a favorable eye he turned 
in our direction, and a helpful hand extended. As 
the resolutions of the International Congress ex- 
pressed it, Boom the Liberal papers and you boom 
the Liberal cause. 


Among the recent conspicuous answers to prayer 
was that given in the case of Mary Porter, of Pendle- 
bury, England. She was kneeling at prayer when 
her nightdress became ignited. She aied in the 
hospital. Her mother, in trying to save her, was so 
badly burned that no hope is entertained of her re- 
covery. Respectfully referred for explanation to the 
ministers and the headline writers of the World and 
Herald. 


Christian love and charity are much the same the 
world over. Here in New York they turn hundreds 
of women intc the streets on the worst night of the 
winter, while down in Alabama and out in Nebraska 
they strip othér women naked and whip them until 
the blood flows in streams. Parkhurstism and 
Whitecapism are respectivly the legal and illegal 
outbreakings of the same spirit of self-righteous 
Christian moralism which has ever stood helpless in 
the face of social evils. It knows no cure but ven- 
geance, and that for only the more helpless of the 


victims. Women are fined and sent to Blackwell’s 


Island, but the men, their companions, are dis- 
charged. 


they shall preach? Stone upon stone and brick 
upon brick rises the state-church. 


Some notable views were enunciated in the re- 
cent Congress of the Protestant Episcopal Church. 
The subject under discussion was “'The Duty of the 
Churches of the Anglican Communion Towards 
Roman Catholic Countries.” Revs. Hall Harrison 
and William Kirkers thought that “intrusion into a 
country heretofore exclusivly Catholic was wrong 
and unwarranted.” Also an impertinence. They 
did not state whether this rule held good in. the 
case of Mohammedan and pagan countries. An ex- 
planation of the omission would make interesting 
reading. Mr. Kirkers also said that “ Roman 
Catholics cannot be converted by external influences, 
and that deserters from the faith of Rome would 
make good Infidels, but not devout Episcopalians.” 
No; a man who reasons his way out of Catholicism 
is not likely to stop in any half-way house. Of 
course a few do, but most of those who leave Rome 
march straight into the Freethought camp. 


The next issue of Taz Trurs Szexer will contain 
an illustrated article entitled “ Historic Means of 
Grace,” being a description of the implements of 
torture and relics of the Inquisition belonging to 
the Nuremburg collection. These instruments, 
now on exhibition in New York, are not duplicates 
but the original products of Middle Age ingenuity 
in the framing of arguments for the confusion of 
heretics, and many of the numerous illastrations 
hav been prepared especially for these columns. 
We hav never seen so complete a description of the 
collection, and the cuts in most cases are the only 
ones in existence. The literary part of the work 
has been done by Geo. E. Macdonald. 


We hav received from C. P. Farrell a new edi- 
tion of that splendid prose poem, “ Life,” by “the 
prince of orators,” Col. R. G. Ingersoll. It is 
larger and better than the old edition, and can be 
framed or placed upon the table as an ornament. 
In the center of the card appear the portraits of the 
Colonel and the baby, surrounded by the prose 
poem, which has been truthfully described as “ one 
of the masterpieces of the orator and poet, who 
now, as far as we know, stands alone in the living 
world.” It is printed on heavy board, gilt beveled 
edge. The size is 12x16 inches, and the price only 
75 cents, post paid. We would advise our friends 
to get thisat once. The words alone are worth the 
money. 


A Miss Mercedes Plowes recently committed 
suicide at the Loretto convent, in Hamilton, Onta- 
rio. She had been a Protestant, but went from 
Chicago to Hamilton to enter the convent, having 
decided to accept the Catholic faith. The testi- 
mony given at the inquest showed that she had said 
to Sister Francis, when she confessed that she had 
taken poison: “I may never be so ready to die 
again, and I want to die when I feel sure of going 
to heaven.” Now there was a keen-witted and con- 
sistent Christian for you! We hav always thought 
that the Christian who was sure he was “saved” had 
better die at once; nothing could be more foolish 
than to run the risk of losing the way to heaven 
and dropping into hell just for the sake of a few 
uncertain years on earth. Nevertheless Miss 
Plowes seems to hav had some peculiar notions 
about veracity. It was testified that she requested 
Sister Francis to tell her relativs that she had died 
of heart failure. It is plain that she thought God 


Wherever he may be found, the “ ambassador of 
God” is sure that he has a commission to regulate 
the conduct of the people. At Bloomfield, N. J., 
Rev. J. M. Nardiello is running amuck against balls 
aud sociables given by associations composed 
chiefly of members of his church. The other even- 
ing he intruded himself in a ball-room. The peo- 
ple there assembled were all dancing, but when 


they caught sight of the “holy father,” they started 
for the exits. “Consternation ” reigned; “ every- 
body made a rush to escape,” and young men 
jumped from the windows to the ground. It does 
not seem to hav occurred to them to gently inti- 
mate to the man of the Lord that a walk would be 
good for his health. It must be real pleasant to be 
able to safely lash slaves or frighten them half to 
death. 


Referring to Professor Tyndall's “prayer test” 
suggestion, the Nation remarks: 

“In this he was substantially anticipated in Hawaii, 
where the nativs, years before, had challenged the mis- 
sionaries to a competitiv test of the value of prayer and of 
heathen sacrifices as a means of stopping the dangerous 
flow of lava from Mauna Loa.” 


We may be thought feeble-minded, but neverthe- 
less we must confess that we fail to discover any 
“substantial” resemblance between a competitiv 
test of two kinds of prayer—one abstract and the 
other concrete, so to speak—and the scientific ob- 
servation and tabulation of the results of the appli- 
cation of one kind of prayer. Be this as it may, 
however, it is not recorded that the missionaries ac- 
cepted the challenge of the Hawaiians, which would 
indicate that they knew more but were less sincere 
than the “idolaters.” 


In logical sequence the state-built church follows 
the state-paid chaplain. Hence we need not be 
surprised that Senator Cullom, of Illinois, presented 
the other day in the United States Senate a peti- 
tion signed by a large number of Chicago clergy- 
men asking Congress to make an appropriation— 
Senator Cullom thought not to exceed $10,000—to 
build a small chapel in connection with the marine 
hospital in Chicago. This on the ground that it be~ 
longs to the government, and is in part occupied by 
the marine hospital. No doubt most of the minis- 
ters signing the petition hav already made them- 
selvs more or less conspicuous in denouncing the 
Catholics because members of that church want a 
division of the public-school fund. How do they 
excuse their inconsistency? And if the government 
may rightfully appoint chaplains and build churches 
for them; why may it not prescribe what doctrins 


would forgiv both the self-destruction and the lie 
she had commissioned Sister Francis to tell. 


On a recent Sunday Rev. Dr. William S. Rainsford 


preached a sermon in the church of St. George, this 


city, upon the treatment of criminals and the edu- 
cation of children. He said some good and timely 
words and he also uttered some just the opposit. 
« You cannot teach duty to man except asitis based 
on duty to God.” This was prefatory to saying 
that there must be religious instruction in the 
schools. “I do not advocate a division of the 
school funds,” but “I see no insuperable 
objection to having children taught by clergy of 
different Christian bodies to which their parents 
belong ; taught at regular hours within the school 
buildings, I mean. In no other way can they be 
fitted for citizenship. If Protestant churches can 
not systematize their work so as to giv this, then in 
God’s name let the church that can supplyit.” Dr. 
Rainsford does not state what is to be done for the 
children of Freethinkers and for those of the great 
unchurched masses. His attitude is another evi- 
dence of the existence of an undercurrent of thought 
among Protestants favorable to union with the 
Catholics if it is not otherwise possible to control 


education in the interest of Christianity. 
Se 


Four Good Books for German Freethinkers. 

We can supply, in the German language, the 
following four books which everyone knows to be 
good: 

“The Mistakes of Moses,” by Col. R. G. Ingersoll, 
50 cents. 

«Men, Women, and Gods,” by Helen H. Qar- 
dener, 50 cents. ` 

“The Gods,” by Col. R. G. Ingersoll, 25 cents. 

« Miracles and Miracle-Workers,” by John Peck 
20 cents. 

These are neatly printed, bound in paper covers 
and are complete. Our German-reading friends 
should circulate these widely. 


Readers will aid the cause by forwarding u 
names of their friends who might be interested in 
sample copies of Taz Trurm SEEKER. 
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The spirits hav come to us, and by means found 
in their life and surroundings they come back and 
instruct us of a great and beautiful spirit world, and 
by such means as no mortal can do or imitate they 
assure us of an immortal life. They precipitate 
pictures of flowers, pictures, intelligent messages of 
love and wisdom, and refer in ihese tests to such 
things as identify themselvs to us by addressing 
our senses and our memories of themselvs, by writ- 
ing and saying things which no other mortal or 
spirit could say, and by such incontrovertible proofs 
we are led to see that spirits bav simply been born 
again, and hav thrown aside the old body as a use- 
less garment; and while all these grand truths are 
being given to the world, the Materialists are found 


Qommunications. 


Spiritualism Defended. 

Otto Wettstein says some funny things in reply 
to my strictures to show to bim that Idealism and 
Spiritualism are not one and the same; but in his 
reply he takes good care to drop the subject alto- 
gether, and does not pretend to defend the former 
statement. He makes many others, however, just 
as inconsistent with facts, which it were too tedious 
to attempt to contradict. He gets a man—out of 
whom the breath of life has fled—and attempts to 
show me how absurd it would be to hunt fora 
spirit in a dead man by dissecting him, and, after 
slashing away at this corpse, insists that if he had 
a spirit the dead man shovld sqirm‘and kick at 
every thrust of the knife. Now this illustration is 
just about as reasonable as a Materialist can be. 
They are always hunting for something in a place 
where there is no likelihood of finding it, and re- 
minds me of the farmer who wanted his boy to hunt 
for a calf; not finding it, the boy told his father 
that he had hunted every place where the calf 
would be likely to be. «Well now,” said the father, 
“my son, please hunt where there is no likelihood 
of acalf being, and you may find it.” Now, Mr. 
Wettstein no doubt thinks the most likely place to 
find a spirit would be in the body of a dead man; 
but, like all his kith and kin of philosophers Ma- 
terialistic, he is looking in the wrong place. He 
should try to find it outside of the dead body, and 
it may be if he looked a little into outside phe- 
nomena he would find the spirit of the man. 

He goes on to state what he believes. He be- 
lieves “man is bred, born, livs, dies, and vanishes as 
such form.” He believes “man’s physical body is 
the cause, consciousness or mind, the effect.” Then 
he states what Brother Perry believes. He says: 
“Perry believes and insists that the effect can con- 
tinue when the cause has vanished.” This, Perry 
believes only in a certain sense. A man can build 
a house or an engin, and the house and the engin 
will still exist, continue, when the man is dead and 
buried. Certainly it can, just as a spirit which was 
produced by the natural body can continue after 
the .body from which it came has decayed. A 
mother produces a child and she dies, but it does 

‘not follow that the child must die because the 
mother who caused the child to liv has died. If 
Brother Wettstein will only take time to look at it, 
he will see that his argument or inference is 
illogical. 

There is no reason in the world why a spirit 
body may not be formed from the finer ele- 
ments of the natural body and continue to liv after 
the natural body is dead, just as a man livs after his 
mother dies. He says he “believes that conscious- 
ness, a8 manifest in monad or man, is generated 
from the vital electro-magnetic forces, engendered 
by means of the subtle and complex chemistry of 
the living animal organism.” Here our friend bites 
off a bit that I fear is too big for him to chew, and 
I fear he will not be able to digest such scientific 
fodder. Please, Otto, explain what you mean by 
“the consciousness of a monad.” You said in your 
article that ‘“ consciousness was the result of the or- 
ganization of the body, and the result of food sup- 
plies,” and now you speak of a “consciousness of a 
monad.” If a monad manifests consciousness, I 
suppose an organism is not needed to produce it. 
How is that, and how can you prove that a monad 
has consciousness? Do you say so because Spinoza 
teaches of the life of a monad? Come now, Otto, 
before you know what you are about you will hav a 
spirit entity or monadic life to build an organism 
on. Then again you are, I fear, striking out into 
deep water when you speak of “vital-electro- 
magnetic forces engendered by the complex chem- 
istry of the living animal organism.” 

Don’t you see by such talk that you are asserting 
an animal germ, a monad, the smallest atom of a 
living organism, an entity? Why, you are confirm- 
ing my statement, that man is but the result of a 
monad, an entity. Take care, my friend, you are on 
a teeter when you place yourself on such a doubtful 
pinnacle. 

Now, sir, if you can prove what you hav stated 
above, you are proving that the essential life begins 
in a monad, the point in nature where life and mat- 
ter first unite, where they start in the perfecting of 
organic life, and that smallest beginning is a germ, 
or life center, and tat as it advances it takes on 
other life elements until it culminates in man. Here 
you stop by butting your head against the walls of 
Materiality, but I follow the same life still onward 
and find in Spiritualism the manifestations of the 
identical personality which resided in the body by 
means of such evidences as appeal to my reason and 

judgment, and the original conscious monad, im- 
proved, livs on. 


that because it will not squirm there can be nosuck 
thing as a spirit. Fie on such reasoning! Mr. 
Wettstein is dogmatic, but n:t argumentativ.. He 
never meets an argument, he simply asserts his 
points. He says “ man is an animal; as such sub- 
ject to all conditions and laws governing the avimal 
world.” No one disputes this. Why put that in? 
Hav I said that man is not an animal? Then be- 
cause man’s body dies and vanishes, he says “ man 
is no more—this is self evident.” That is no argu- 
ment to assert that a thing is self-evident which 
millions of learned people are disputing. A, thing 
is not self evident which admits of dispute; and 
you a'e simply begging the whole question when 
you make such statements. As many as twenty 
times you state things as self-evident which are the 
things in dispute, and one of your most self-evident 
statements is that “when a man is dead he is dead.” 
Now, I deny that the real man died; the spirit, 
which is the real man, did not die, but simply 
changed conditions. There is no death for spirits, 
as their manifestations prove. 

Your illustration of the dissection of a dead body 
is simply laughable in its absurdity; but, after you 
did all your cutting and mutilating of that poor 
body, at last you say: “And just then it occurred 
to us what a big fool we were to expect to hurt, 
wound, or kill an immortal spirit, who by virtue of 
his (miraculous) being is beyond injury from carv- 
ing-knives, guns, or dynamite!” Now, just there 
you hav spoken wiser than you intended, fcr no one 
versed in the subject of Spiritualism would be such 
a fool as to think ot hunting for a spirit in a dead 
body; but then you immediately go on asser'ing 
things which you can’t prove and are taking for 
granted. You say, “finding nothing outside of the 
body that has tangibility, weight, chemical at- 
tributes,” ete. ; “nothing that has color, taste, smell, 


sible men and women believe their individuality can 
be perpetuated during all eternity with an airy 
nothing ?” 

How lame such an argument! You say there is 
nothing outside of that dead body. Now, I am 
sure you are off your base when you assert that 
there is nothing in this “airy nothing.” The air 
contains all the chemicals, substances, forces, colors, 
solidities, and every other tangibility that can be 
found in nature. Millions of tons of water, gases, 
odors, and real substances exist all around us. The 
air is full even of germ life, and to say that a 
refined spirit body could not be where every other 
invisible thing exists, is making an assertion with- 
out proof, and we know it is false and unscientific 
to make such statements. There are millions of 
things in the air which chemistry can and does 
cognize, and has established to the reason of man, 
but which he cannot see, feel, taste, or smell. So 
much for your assumption and your self-evident 
statements. Where will you find your conscious 
monad, if not in your “airy nothing ”? 
you find all the forces of nature but in this “airy 
nothing?” 

You assert that to be a spirit “it must be or- 
ganic.” Well, who says a spirit is not organic? 
My dear sir, you are beating the wind, like the man 
who fought the windmill of Spanish notoriety. Of 
course a spirit is organic. There are millions of 
germs that float ın the air or liv in water, and it 
may require a microscope of thousands of diameters 
of magnifying power to bring them up to our dull 
vision ; yet they are organic. They hav locomotion, 
they hav legs, arms, and what corresponds to bones, 
muscles, tendons, fibers, and a perfect organization 
of animal life. They squirm, kick, dive, float, and 


judgment. They liv in races and associate like 
microscopic nationalities; move in groups and 
families as well as in pairs, and seem to perform all 
the offices of their animal lives which we can see. 
Now, why? Knowing these things to be so, 
although unseen by your naked eye, how can you 
with any show of consistency talk about the impos- 
sibility of a spirit organism outside of a dead body? 
What must be the fine and delicate mechanism of 


cutting and dissecting the dead body, and saying |. 


solidity,” etc; “I insist, is it not amusing that sen- 


Where do- 


move about, and exercise intelligence and apparent’ 


an organism which requires such a powerful instru- 
ment to reveal it to our eyes, and yet there it is, a 


perfect animal. And you no doubt will ask, “ Why 
can’t I see a spirit organism the size of a spirit man 
with that wonderful microscope?’ I will tell you. 
The spirit body is still much finer even than any 
animal germ. It can be seen, but it requires the 
sensitiv eyes of the clairvoyant, whose spiritual 
vision is keener than the best glass instrument, and 
even then it often happens that the spirit must at- 
tract to itself material sustances of a coarser qual- 
ity in order to manifest. But I hav seen all parts 
of spirits, hands feet, fingers, and parts of spirit 
bodies, as well as the whole form materialized so as 
to be readily seen. The human spirit, or man, is 
composed of three essential things. First, and 
most interior, is the soul or life element, which is 
the conscious monad that through animal organi- 
zation is developed into a physical body from the 
human germ. This germ at conception entered into 
the ovum, and therein was nurtured and built up 
into a physical organism, taking on the form of the 
mother, and at the same time perfecting a spiritual 
and a physical body around it. During the period 
of foetal life, all the faculties pertaining to man and 
his bodily wants are supplied, all the senses estab- 
lished, such as sight for the eyes, the organ of 
sound, the ears, the whole nervous system, or feel- 
ing, and sensation, the part of which makes the or- 
gans of smell and taste, and these were perfected 
before being born into the life where they could be 
used, so that it is not light which made the eyeballs, 
or sight, it was not sound that developed the tym- 
pania, as no sound ever vibrated there. The taste 
of the tongue was made before the infant sucked 
its mother’s milk. So of smell, and all the senses. 
Hence the spirit is born with the body and partak: 8 
both of the male and female progenitors, but tle 
soul or monad takes upon itself the sex relation 
during gestation or foetal life. When the child is 
born into this life, the exercise of being develops 
consciousness of external life, and is retained as 
memory, being impressed upon the conscious monad 
or soul. At the death of the man, the soul, and the 
body of the soul, or what is termed the spirit, 
leaves the dead body and is immediately united 
into a spirit form, of the exact form and shape of 
the natural body, and the soul or conscious entity, 
retaining all its former knowledge and peculiarities 
of character, is started on the new life just as it was 
started on the physieal plane when it entered this 
life. It has all the properties of substance suited 
to its new environments, and while it was a triune 
mortal, it is now a duality, having only two bodies 
or parts. - 

I will now refer to a quotation from Mr. Wett- 
stein. He says: “But our good and, no doubt, 
earnest friend ingeniously refers°to the unseen 
forces of nature, which are such potent factors in 
cosmic phenomena. But it avails him nothing to 
seek an analogy for spirit here. To be a spirit and 
all it implies, it must be organic. To be a husband, 
wife, daughter, son, to us in the ‘sweet by and bye,’ 
such spirits must be of organic form. This, again, 
implies anatomy, organs, circulating fluid, and 
heart, also brain, etc. Can the outline and func- 
tions exist without interior organism to create such 
outline and functions? Can such organs, fluids, 
chemistry, etc, exist without being manifest to our 
ordinary senses, or in the open court of science ?” 
Again he says: “Can such crganism resemble air, 
ether, electricity, or other organic forces of nature?” 
Now, I did not refer to these forces of nature to 
show that a spirit resembled any such forces, only 
so far as to establish that such forces were not 
tangible to the senses. On the contrary, I hav been 
saying all along that a spirit is an organized entity, 
and ean on that account be recognized by its form, 
size, color, and general appearance; also Ly the 
mental characteristics, its loves, affections, mental 
strength, or weaknesses, in all re:pects correspond- 
ing to its former self, while an inhabitant of this 
life, and the corner-stone in the temple of Spirit- 
ualism is made up of the evidence of identity 
through phenomena, and phenomena are identical 
with the occult forces of nature, and- these forces 
are used by tke spirits to manifest their intelli- 
gence to us, just as a wire and a battery are used by 
a telegraph operator to send a dispatch to a distant 
city and order a bill of goods for me, which the 
merchant, who knows me in my business relations, 
will recognize and honor by sending the goods. 
The spirit, the man, is not the wire, nor the poles 
on which it swings, nor the battery nor the elec- 
tricity which vibrates, but the intelligence. And 
what we are after in the search of the spirit, is not 
slate, nor the writing or color of it, nor the. paint- 
ing, but we want to recognize the man or woman 
through the intelligence he or ghe sends us for re- 
cognition, and if Materialists were a little more in 
earnest in grasping the truth instead of parading 
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their learned ignorance before the world, they 
might learn a thing or two occasionally. We are 


talking about matter, what it does and what itf 


can’t do, and in truth we are as ignorant as oxen 
. about it.. We can’t tell what is in store for us or 

what things are contained within the confines of 

nature. : 

Talk about science and scientific facts and knowl- 
edge!. Why, science is nothing but a record of 
facts, and facts are all found in nature, and one fact 
in nature is just as scientific as another... There are 
men writing about science who hav no idea what it 
means, and most of them are using the word 
“science” to bend it to their own narrow dogmatic 
ideas of truth, when often what they suppose to be 
the whole truth is not within a mile of it. I 
admire a man who’ in humility is willing to study 
science, who takes account of all the facts, and tries 
to generalize them into a system of knowledge and 
philosophy; but the man who attempts to ignore 
one-half the facts of nature, and the most important 
part at that, will never ‘astonish the world with his 
discoveries, and know only a trifle in the end. 

_Mr. Wettstein has been on the wrong scent; 
he is barking up the wrong tree. He seems to 
think I take a spirit to be made of electricity, ether, 
air, or something of the imponderables.. Now, 
there is where he is all out of joint. I hav always 
said a spirit has a body and parts—an organization. 
It is not made of nothing, it is made of something; 
has a body similar to the one it inhabited while a 
resident of this earth—in fact, may reside on this 
earth for a time as a spirit, or can come here at will 
and influence us to do things which we would not 
do had not such influence come. It has the power 
to make raps; move tables; operate electrical tele- 
graphs and telephones; move furniture and objects 
about from place to place without human contact; 
can disintegrate one piece of matter and pass other 
matter through it; has the power to convey flowers, 
birds, fish, and other things, long distances and 
bring them to us; can materialize hands, feet, 
fingers, or its whole body, and, under good condi- 
tions, make a perfect likeness of its former self, so 
as to be recognized, and a hundred thousand other 
things whereby it proves the fact of spirit life, and 
this is all done by and through natural laws and 
forces, not by any particle of the miraculous. There 
is no such thing asa miracle in nature; what occurs 
in the world is all in accordance with natural law 
with an intelligent force behind it or within it. All 
the slate writings, precipitations, paintings with 
natural substantial paints, and phenomena which 
require materials tc perform them, are abstracted 
directly from the atmosphere, which contains every- 
thing needed in the shape of matter. 

All the parts, therefore, of Mr. Wettstein’s article 
which refer to the idea of a spirit being a nothing 
hav no weight and shows plainly that he does not 
know what Spiritualists know or believe. They don’t 
teach that a spirit is nothing, but a something. 
They don’t say a spirit has no organism ; on the con- 
trary, they say it is an organized entity. They don’t 
say it is electricity, magnetism, or made up of 
forces, but that it can use these things to act upon 
us and upon other substances to manifest its 
identity and individuality. So that when I teach 
such stuff as Mr. Wettstein has been trying to 
knock out, it will be time enough for him to argue 
the case. A spirit is substance, but so fine that 
most Materialists can’t grasp it, no more than they 
can grasp an organism in nature which requires to 
be magnified a million of times its natural size to 
be seen by us. J. R. Perry. — 


Sunday Laws. 


There seems to hav arisen some difference of 
opinion as to whether we should hav any state laws 
regarding Sunday, so I hav carefully collated what 
several of our Secular societies hav said on this 


subject. _ 
I. The National Liberal League was formed 
during the Centennial Fair in Philadelphia, in 


1876, and representativs from all sections of the 
United States were present. Among its specific 
objects set forth in due form it proposed: “ The 
repeal of all laws enforcing the observance of Sun- 
day as. the Sabbath.” Mr. Francis Ellingwood 
Abbott, formulating what has been known as the 
Nine Demands, used précisely these words in stat- 
ing the Seventh Demand. 

II. Nine years afterward the name of the National 
Liberal League was:changed to the American Secu- 
lar Union, but no change was made in the “specific 
objects ” or the “Seventh Demand.” . 


III. At an annual Congress of the American 


Secular Union, held in Philadelphia, in 1889, upon 
lawful notice, the following amendment was unani- 


mously adopted: “ That the repeal of all laws en- 


forcing the observance of Sunday as a religious 


È 


institution rather than an economic 


¢ > one justified 

by physiological and other secular reasons.” : 
IV. At an annual Congress of the American 
Secular Union, held in Chicago, in 1892, an amend- 
ment was adopted for the repeal of all laws relat- 


ing to Sunday. I hav not a copy of the precise 


words. It is alleged that this so-called amendment 
was not adopted upon due notice “ published one 
month previous to the meeting,” and therefore has 
not been adopted. 

V. The Canadian Secular Union states the 
Seventh Demand of Secularism in the following 
words: “ We demand that all laws directly or in- 
directly enforcing the observance of Sunday or the 
Sabbath shall be repealed.” This society has 
adopted several explanations of its demands, and 
to show clearly its views on the Sunday question, 
has adopted the following explanation on the Sev- 
enth Demand: 

“There appears to be a misconcepiiou in the 
minds of many persons as to the legitimate mean- 
ing of this demand. It is thought by some that it 
implies that, as Secularists, we desire to make Sun- 
day an ordinary working day. This, however, is 
not so. We do not object to a day of rest; our 
objection is against a day being set apart and en- 
forced by law for religious observance. So far from 
Secularists having a desire to compel men to work 
seven successiv days, they would oppose to the last 
any such despotic attempt. Let it be distinctly 
understood, therefore, that’ Secularism does not 
seek to abolish Sunday as a day of cessation from 
labor, but only to divest it of its so-called sacred 
character, and thus leave its use (that is, the way in 
which it should be spent) to the judgment of the 
individual. Let it be a day of rest from the fatigue 
of bodily labor, refreshing to the poor man, and 
supplying him with the means of reinvigorating his 
body and informing his mind. Such a day Secu- 
larists would hail as a boon to. mankind. Indeed, 
to those who choose to devote it to religious pur- 
poses, there can be no objection to their doing so, 
only they must not insist upon regulating the way 
in which others who differ from them are to spend 
the day.” The undersigned may be a “tyrant” or 
a “despot at heart,” and it may be that he ought 
to be read out of the Liberal ranks, and handed 
over to the Sabbatarians, but he nevertheless be- 
lieves in Secular Sunday laws for the protection of 
labor from the grasping exactions of capital, 
and judging from the demands of our Secular so- 
cieties as above presented, he finds himself in very 
good company, and the day is far distant when all 
Sunday laws willbe repealed. R. B. WESTBROOK. 

Philadelphia, Pa. 

Dr. Westbrook does not seem to understand the 
point at issue. He thinks he has good company ; 
but the good company are not with him. They are 
simply in favor of Sunduy, but not “Sunday laws.” 
I am heartily in accord with the statements above 
quoted. Not one of them is in favor of a compul- 
sory Sunday, but a voluntary Sunday—a Sunday 
that ‘people want, not one that is forced upon them. 
The Sunday is a good thing. Keep the Sunday for 
the improvement and civilization of the race. Dr. 
Westbrook and I thoroughly coincide as to the 
benefits of Sunday. That is not the question at 
issue. Let me try to state the issue, and see just 
the point of divergence: 

Let it be understood that I hav not as yet op- 
posed any opinions of Dr. Westbrook. This is not 
a philosophical battle, but a political battle. Let 


‘it be granted for the sake of argument that Dr. 


Westbrook and myself hav the same opinions. As 
a matter of fact, we do agree pretty well on opin- 
ions. The issue between us is one of method 
purely. For the enforcement of his opinions he 
desires to use force. 
but simply reason and persuasion. 

Let me illustrate: Dr. Westbrook and I are to- 
gether on an island. We agree to rest from our 
labors on Sunday, not from any religious motiv, 
but because we think it a common-sense thing to 
do. We are in perfect harmony on the’ question, 
and no disagreements arise. We work six days, 
and on Sunday rest., We are both Liberals in sen- 
timent, free from superstition, etc., and we get on 
famously together. We talk science, philosophy, 
literature, and no quarrels occur. 

Now, a third man enters the island. He is not 
settled upon the Sunday question. He doesn’t 
know whether it is a good thing or not. At any 
rate, he will do as he has a mind to on the matter. 
But says Dr. Westbrook : “You shall not do as you 
hav a mind to; you shall not exercise your choice 
inthis. You are wrong. Putnam and I know a 
thing or two, and we do unanimously affirm that 
Sunday is a most beneficial institution, and as we 
are in the majority—two to one—we propose to 
bring the state to force you to rest on Sunday.” ~ 


‘to persuade, and if I convince, all right. 


I do not desire to use force,: 


But here I chip in: “No, you don’t, doctor; I 
agree with you fully as to the value of the Sunday. 
I think it would be better for this man to rest on 
Sunday; but I am not going to force him. I will 
reason with him, appeal to his good. sense, and E7 

ut 
if I don’t convince him, I must still let him do as he 
chooses.” ai 

Right here one sees the issue is radically changed. 
It is no longer, “Is the Sunday a good thing ?” but, 
“ Shall we force it upon this third individual?” . Dr. 
Westbrook says: “Yes; reason and argue; but 
whether or no you convince, make him do as we do.” 

Is it not as plain as day that while I am with Dr. 
Westbrook as to the value of Sunday, and with him 
will make it a day of rest and recreation, and will 
join with him in trying to convince others that we 
are right; yet when it comes to the question: Shall 
we force another to conform?” then I am radi- 
cally opposed to him. However liberal Dr. West- 
brook may- be in his opinions, when he would com- 
pel men to adopt. them, he is then orthodox, he is 
despotic, he is tyrannical. It is just as despotic and 
wrong to force Liberal opinions upon people as to 
force orthodox opinions. 

Dr. Westbrook has not shown that Abbott and 
the Canadian Secular Union are in favor of using 
force. There is no desire to abolish Sunday as an 
institution; but to abolish its forcible observance. 
Dr. Westbrook will hav to try again for his author- 
ities. What he now brings forward are on the line 
of my own opinions. Let bim bring his authorities 
for the use of force in this matter of Sunday ob- 
servance. 

Had Dr. Westbrook simply, on grounds of physi- 
ology, argued in favor of closing the World’s Fair 
on Sunday, I should not hav attacked him as I did. 
Idid not attack for any opinion, pro or con. I did 
not declare him no Liberal because he wanted the 
World’s Fair closed on Sunday, but because he 
wanted the World's Fair closed by an act of Con- 
gress. This latter clause contains the gist of the 
whole question, and that is why Dr. Westbrook is 
not a Liberal. He was in favor of using force; and 
this is the fundamental question of to-day—in re- 
gard to human belief and action, outside of crime— 
shall we use force, or shall we use reason? As 
long as Dr. Westbrook is in favor of knocking a 
man down for conscientious exercise of his right as 
to the observance of Sunday, I must place him 
where he belongs, with the party of persecution and 
tyranny. Samvrn P. Puram. 

os a 


Freethought Progress. 


The Sunday-opening question has come up again in 
Chicago. The Art Institute was recently opened on the 
lake-front, and it has been decided to admit the public 
on the first day of the week as well as on the other six. 
Last Sunday was the first trial of the system, and be- 
tween one and five o’clock in the afternoon nearly five 
thousand persons passed through the various halls, en- 
joying the paintings, statuary, and other collections. 
The great majority of the visitors were working people, 
and the Tribune reports that ‘‘ they were orderly, well- 
behaved, delighted, and in many cases critical spectators. 
They had a pleasant ard profitable afternoon, and when 
the door closed went home satisfied and happier for com- 
ing.” Even the most fanatical Sabbatarian must hesitate, 
it would seem, before clamoring for the denial to the 
public of so elevating an influence.—N. Y. Evening 
Post. 


The Bible in the schools question is to the front in 
Montana. Recently Martin Peel, of Ellis, wrote to 
Attorney-General Haskell complaining that the teacher 
in his district insisted on Bible reading and hymn singing 
in his school. He required the pupils to bring Bibles 
and hymn books. Mr. Peel said that the people of the 
district objected ‘‘to the expenditure of school moneys 
in attempting to convert their children to the Methodist 
faith.” The attorney general was asked if the people 
could obtain any relief. In his reply the attorney general 
calls attention to the declaration of rights that no person 
shall be required to attend any place of worship, or sup- 
port any religious denomination, against his consent, and 
that no privilege shall be given by law to any religious 
denomination or mode of worship; also to the second ar- 
ticle of the state constitution, imposing on the legislature 
the duty to establish and maintain a general, uniform, 
and thorough system of public schools; and that no sec- 
tarian tenets shall be taught in any public institution of 
the state. He quotes from the school law of Montana, 
one section of which says that ‘‘no books, tracts, papers, 
catechisms, or other publications of a partisan, sectarian, 
or denominational character shall be used in any school, 
neither shall any political, sectarian, or denominational 
doctrin be taught thereia.” Evidently Attorney-General 
Haskel! thinks that the Montana constitution contains 
these inhibitions of religious teachings in the schools 
because they were demanded by the foreign-born citizens 
of the state for their especial protection. He says: 
tt Among the framers of the constitution of the state of 
Montana were Catholics, Jews, and adherents of many 
Protestant sects, who framed these positiv prohibitions 
against permitting sectarian tenets to be taught in the 
public schools. The constitution was in this connection 
framed with the view of protecting those settlers and re- 
sidents of Montana who came from countries in which a 
state religion is maintained and enforced, and who hay 
suffered under the disabilities resulting from their rejec- 
tion of the established religion.” From which it would 
appear that Mr. Haskell thinks that natiy Americans do 
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not know enough“to gnarantee religious liberty by for- 
` bidding sectarian” instruction in the public schools. We 
ill not say that he is wholly mistaken. The attorney- 
general closes a panegyric upon the Bible with these 
words: ‘*But the reading of the same in the public 
schools is a religious exercise, and its use therein is in 
effect the adoption of it asa text-book of the common 
schools, which is not only inhibited by the constitution, 
but prohibited by the law.” 

After quoting several opinionsin support of the position 
that a union of church and state is not recognized in this 
country, the attorney-general says: ‘The order made 
by the school-teacher commanding and requiring the 
pupils of her school, in school district No. 14, to bring 
their Bibles and hymn-books to school for use therein has 
all the force and effect of adopting the Bible and hymn- 
book as text-books in said public school; it therefore 


brings such books within the prohibition laid down in the 


constitution and the school laws of Montana. The con- 
stitution of thestate of Montana prohibitsall religious or 


attention especially to the organization of local 


unions, and putting a lecturer in charge who shall 
deliver regular addresses at regular times and 
places, organize Secular Sunday-schools, ete., just 
as the Christians do. 

Are you not so situated that your town or city or 
neighborhood can be included in a circuit where a 
lecture can be given once a month? As fast as 
lecturers can be found, competent and worthy 
to be placed in charge of a circuit, they will be ap- 
pointed and commissioned by the State Union and 
sent out to form auxiliaries and take charge of 
circuits. 

It is the opinion of the executiv board of the 
Oregon State Secular Union that the sure way to 
make auxiliaries liv and flourish is to include them 


in a circuit, with a competent lecturer in charge, 
whose business it is to make them flourish, for it 
has been our experience that local unions cannot 
and will not thrive while they depend on the body 
of their members to furnish the entertainment. 
Our local unions heretofore had no head, and while 
enthusiasm kept the body alive during a few meet- 
ings, yet without exception these unions hav died. 

There is but one live local union in the state of 
Oregon to-day, and that one is the First Secular 
Church of Portland and its Secular Sunday-school. 


partisau tests as a condition of admission into any public 
educational institution of the state, either as a teacher or 
studeut. and likewise prohibits the teaching of sectarian 
tenets therein. The legislature in executing these wise 

. and beneficent provisions of the constitution definitly 
prescribes the text-books that shall be used therein for a 
period of six years commencing Jniv, 1889. 

‘* Tf the teacher of school district No. 14 may adopt the 
Bible as a text book in the public school, it means that 
sectarian tenets may be taught therein. If this be so, 
such teachings must be complete and accurate, Complete 
and accurate teaching of sectarian tenets to a Methodist 
is the teaching of Methodism; to an Episcopalian, of 
Episcopalianism; to a Catholic, of Catholicism: to a 


Presbyterian, of Presbyterianism; in the sense of Spinoza 
of Pantheism, of Hume of Deism, and to the Baptist mind 
sect, or 
creed differs as to the correct version of the Bible, but as 
to God’s omnipotence, there is no cavil, for itis seen in 


it involves immersion. Each denomination. 


life, death, and the world’s existence. .An honest differ- 
ence of opinion exists among these doctrinal denomina- 
tions concerning the books that come within the purview 


and meaning of the term ‘Holy Bible.’ The Jew regards 


the Old Testament as alone inspired; the Catholic adds 


the Apocrypha and New Testament, while the Protestant 


repudiates the Apocrypha. Will the Catholic dispense 


with the Douay version of the Bible, which is the only 


one recognized by the Catholic church as correct, and ac- 
- cept the King James version of the Bible without the 
Apocrypha? 


“The provisions of the constitntion inhibiting the 
teaching of sectarian tenets in the pnblic schools are pro- 


hibitory and the declarations in the statutes providing a 
series of books are mandatory. As the Bible, the use of 
which in the pnblic schools by the teacher has all the 
force and effect of adopting it as a text book therein, 
comes within the prohibitory provisions of the constitu- 
tion and the mandatory provisions of the law, the reading 
thereof cannot be permitted in our public schools without 
violating the plain prohibitory terms of the former and 
- the express mandatory provisions of the latter. The fact 
that the board of trnstees refuse to order the teacher to 
desist from using the Bible in the public schools has the 
effect to establish a rule adopting it. ‘Regulations 
adopted by persons in charge of a school are analogous to 
by-laws enacted by municipal anthorities and other cor- 
porations, and both will be annulled by the courts when 
found to be uvauthorized, against common right, or 
palpably nnreasonable.’ Another effect of the refusal of 
the school trustees to order the teacher to desist will be 
t cause this district to lose its portion of the school 
nd.’ 

The opinion shuts Bible reading out of the Montana 
public schools, but it seemingly leaves the door open for 
the inculcation of Theism, the attorney-general claiming 
that ‘‘as to God’s omnipotence there is no cavil, for it is 
seen in life, death and the world’s existence.” It may 
seriously be questioned if an officer of the state of 
Montana has rightful authority under the constitution of 
that state to officially approve any religious dogma, as 
Attorney-General Haskell has undoubtedly done in this 
instance. It is no part of his legal duty to pass npon the 
truth or falsity of religious tenets. Asa man he has the 
same right to express his opinion that any other citizen 
has, but when he, as au officer of the state, affirms that 
there is or is not a God, he transcends his duties and vio- 
lates bis oath of office. However, the people of Montana 
are to be congratulated; thev hav much more to be proud 
of than most of the other states and they must guard 
their heritage of religious liberty. 


oo 
The Cause in Oregon. 

To tae Liszrars or Orzcon: It would seem that 
the knowledge you hav of the aggressivness of 
Christians in every part of our country would 
awaken you to a realization of the necessity of 
identifying yourself with an organization whose 
fundamental object is the separation of church and 
state, without repeated calls to do so from the of- 
ficers of said organization. 

Your indifference to the great cause of universal 
mental liberty makes an almost clear field for those 
who are putting forth every effort to enforce their 
Sunday laws, keep their Bible and religious songs 
and prayers in our public schools, and frighten pol- 
iticians into obeying their commands. 

You, who are readers of Liberal papers, are cer- 
tainly acquainted with the numerous outrages com- 

_ mitted on every side by Christian fanatics, yet what 
are you doing to counteract their influence? Hay 


you read the proceedings of the fifth annual con-. 


vention of the Oregon State Secular Union, and do 
you realize that we now hav an organization which 
is endeavoring to combat all encroachments of 
Christians on our liberties, and will do it provided 
you, each one of you, identify yourselvs with and 
work for that Union? - 

What do you think of work thus far accomplished, 
and what of the plans laid out? Let me call your 


What is to hinder you from having a similar suc- 
cessful organization ? 

Anyone who can read, and who is willing to de- 
vote a little time to it, can conduct a Secular Sun- 
day-school, with the paraphernalia used by our 
Portland friends. 

Is it not far better to establish one permanent 
Secular church or union, where Sunday after Sun- 
day you hav an opportunity of listening to a 
scientific or Freethought lecture, than to hav our 
lecturers roaming from place to place all over the 
state, lecturing in your locality at uncertain times, 
and leaving results which can hardly be called 
satisfactory, because they awaken but temporary 
enthusiasm, arouse the Christians to a special effort 
to overcome the good that has been done, and, 
when the lecturer has gone, by falsehood-and slan- 
ders, frighten the timid from further investigation ? 

Instead of this just fancy how much good can be 
accomplished when a capable and honest man or 
woman each Sunday expounds the principles of 
Secularism; a man or woman whose conduct 
in the community would be sufficient to demon- 
strate the greatness of our teachings and would 
“ always be on the spot,” ready to debate with our 
opponents; to reply to their slanders; ready to or- 
ganize Sunday-schools, officiate at funerals, sol- 
emnize marriages, visit the sick, and take the lead in 
all entertainments conduciv to the pleasure of the 
congregation and the upbuilding of the organization. 

It is incumbent on these commissioned lecturers 
to make regular reports to the state organization, 
and the state organization in turn must stand by 
the local unions. 

Now what is your opinion of such a working sys- 
tem? What can you do to carry it into successful 
operation? You can at least giv us your name and 
join us. 

Do not put it offany longer. Write immediately 
for membership blank and join the state organiza. 
tion. Membership is free. What financial support 
you giv it is voluntary. Oregon is full of Liberals. 
~ e want the name and co-operation of every one of 
them. Do not forget that “united we stand, di- 
vided we fall.” ° 

Since last report, the following sums hav been 
received by me: J. Henry Schroeder, Arago, $2; 
Emily Schroeder, Arago, $1; Wm. H. Schroeder, 
Arago, $2. 

Twenty-six new members hav been added since 
October 20th. 

Henry Addis of Portland, well and favorably 
known as a Freethought lecturer, has been ap- 
pointed and commissioned to lecture under the 
auspices of the Union. 

The executiv committee has authorized me to 
correspond with other lecturers with a view to hav- 
ing them take charge of circuits. K 

Whether you look with favor on this plan or not, 
let us hear from you. Do not let the few struggle 
and worry over that which would be so easily ac- 
complished if all come forward and join us. 

Karrie Kream Smita, 
Sec. Oregon State Secular Union. 


A. B. Williams, a noted lawyer of Washington, 
D. C., whose death occurred on the 25th ult., 
shortly before he died dedicated the following tele- 
gram to Colonel Ingersoll, then at New York; “I 
am dying to-day and want you to know that I died 
as I lived, an Infidel.” Colonel Ingersoll imme- 
diately responded: “Just heard of your sickness 
to-day. My heart is with you. Cling to the wil- 
lows and liy, Giy yourself my love,” -Ironclad Age. 


Four Hundred Years of Freethought. 

William Emmette Coleman, of San Francisco, 
who has done so much for Freethought in the lines 
of Spiritual philosophy, sends me a cordial greeting 
from San Francisco and subscribes for “Four 
Hundred Years of Freethought,” anticipating its 
great success and value. I am glad to hear from 
what is sometimes called the “other side of the 
line "—a “line” as to results, I suppose, but not as 
to spirit and method. Friend Coleman wants to- 
know if I am going to iticlude the great work of 
Spiritualism in my history. Of coürse Lam. When 
Spiritualism has such representativs as Professor 
Denton and Mr. Coleman there must be something 
in it that is for Freethought and progress. I don’t 
say that all of itis. In my judgment, there may be 
a new analysis and a new synthesis of this vast 
movement. I am an out-and-out Materialist and 
Atheist. I am built that way, but I hope that my 
philosophy will not blind me to anything that is 
true and beautiful and good in human history. I 
do not agree with Bruno or Spinoza, but I do not 
think that one who accepts their belief could value 
any more the greatness of their work. They are 
Freethinkers, whatever may be their results. In 
the list which I giv are many with whom I differ 
radically on many points; but in that which con- 
stitutes their real life work they contribute to a 
true science and philosophy. My endeavor is to 
show just the very point where they thus aid human 
advancement, and so come into relation with Free- 
thought, as factors of its triumph. In this manner 
I shall treat of Spiritualism. I shall endeavor to 
unfold its real deep meaning and to do honor to 
such noble representativs as Wallace, Denton, and 
others. It is sometimes considered that an Atheist 
and Materialist is narrow-minded; that he won’t 
acknowledge the va ue of any system but his own. 
I hope that my book will demonstrate the opposit 
of this and that scientific Atheism is as inclusiv as 
the universe. And not only shall I endeavor to do 
justice to Spiritualism, but also to Theosophy, and 
try, if possible, to unfold the progressiv elements in 
this philosophy which so many intelligent people 
accept. And Unitarianism, even if it is but a half- 
way house, has been for Freethought. We are all 
on the same stream, and the stream of human prog- 
ress is a mighty and manifold one. What I shall 
fight: against, and hit whenever I can, is orthodoxy, 
which, in whatever shape it appears, is diabolical. 
It always was diabolical, is to-day, and ever will be. 
I shall make no compromise with that damnable 
power which has so blackened the pages of history, 
and there is no safety until it is utterly destroyed. 
That is the purpose of “Four Hundred Years of 
Freethought ”—to express the glory of Freethought 
in every direction, and to strike the most powerful 
blow possible against all organized superstitions. 
I believe that Freethinkers of all opinions should 
work together, but I will never under any circum- 
stances or for any purpose strike hands with ortho- 
doxy. From beginning to end, and in every mani- 
festation of it, it has been a curse to the human 
race. 

Friend Stevens sends me the following cheerful 
note. There is always a good ring about what he 
Says: 

Inclosed find $8—$5 for your book and $3 for THE 
TRUTH SEEKER. I am delighted that George Macdonald 
is to become a constant contributor to Tue TRUTH 
SEEKER, adding to its pre-eminent excellence the best 
thonghts of one of the brightest poets, humorists of this 
orany time This galaxy makes Tam TRUTH SEEKER 
the grandest Liberal paper in the world. Success to it. 

I must say that I also rejoice that George, of 
the badge piñ, has cottie back to the old camping- 
ground. We had a jolly tough time of it on the 
coast. We did our level best, but the fates were 
against us, but I don’t regret that we went in as 
we did. We made splendid friends, and if we 
didn’t make money, we got a lot of experience, and 
we propose still to keep up the fight, although in a 
different field. We hav concentrated our forces, 
and the old flag floats. If we don’t hav any provi- 
dence to help us, we can help ourselvs, and make 
our way—if not at one point, then at another. So 
itis a pl-asure to be shoulder to shoulder again, 
after, like Ulysses, we hav wandered over sea and 
shore and become a bit gray, but not the less hope- 
ful and equipped for battle. Ever since I started 
on “Four Hundred Years of Freethought,” some- 
how everything has been favorable toits progress, the 
International Congress and all, and among the best 


-of these fortunate coincidences is the revival of this 


old comradeship of the “Golden Gate;” for if I 

want any help I know. now where to get it, and feel 

perfectly sure, comé ‘what. will, that fortune will . 
await not only “Four Hundred Years of Free- 

thought,” but all the labors of the future; and I 

guess thet is the feeling among all our friends. 

Therefore, we will hav a merry Christmas and a 

happy New Year, Samurn P. Purnam. 
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Observations. 


There was formerly connected with one of the 
Freethought papers of England a gentleman of the 
name of Edward Aveling. I hay not heard of him 
for several years, but a book that has just come to 
my notice recalls him picturesquely to mind. The 
book iş No. 1066 of Lovell’s Library and is entitled 
“An American Journey,” from which book it may 
be judged that Dr. Aveling was not altogether 
pleased with us. New York manners, he says, are 
most extraordinary. For example, upon prome- 
nading the aristocratic quarters of the city, he was 
stared at by some of the population, while many 
persons actually giggled. Indeed, says he, “I hav 
never suffered so many stares since I went up the 
Monument”—a pun thrown in to show that he has 
recovered his spirits. But Dr. Aveling should be 
informed that it wes not himself that folks were at- 
tracted by. It was his clothes; for these were so 
striking, and so vociferous in their loudness, that 
the man inside of them was likely to escape atten- 
tion. I hav forgotten Dr. Aveling; but I remem- 
ber his clothes; above all, his flamboyant necktie, 
which was red as the running-gear of an express 
wagon, and flowered in a gorgeous, Chinese way. It 
was tied in great bows, that spread outside his coat 
and flapped their square yard of drygoods like wings, 
as the doctor teetered along in his peculiar, dudish 
way. It would require a person of very striking 
appearance to attract more than casual notice in the 
presence of such a tie. The doctor was further ob- 
literated by Mrs. Aveling, who wore a gown cut in 
the Mother Hubbard style, out of Dolly Varden ma- 
terial that harmonized in figure and color with her 
husband's cravat. Both had odd-looking hats on; 
and when this assorted couple, reminding me of a 
king and a queen from a deck of cards, blew into 
Tue Truru Sxexer office, I will not deny that I ut- 
tered words like those attributed to a guardian of 
the peace when he saw Mrs. Aveling for the first 
time. Dr. Aveling avers that tke policeman in- 
quired of his relief: ‘Soy, what the hell is that?” 

Mr. Aveling came to America to lecture to the la- 
boring man on the iniquity of affluence, and his 
story of how difficult it was for him sometimes to 
get champagne in a prohibition town is really tear- 
starting; but he says his book is written to let 
Americans see “how they strike a stranger coming 
in tl eir midst.” It might be no more than fair for 
some American to write a book to let Englishmen 
see how they strike Americans. Iam not compe- 
tent to the task; for after having inspected Mr. 
Thomas Huxley, Mr. Richard A. Proctor, Mr. 
Charles Watts, Mr. Charlesworth, and some others 
whose names are better known in England than in 
America, I hav to say that they struck me as being 
Amerwans until I found out their names. This 
mistake could not be made in the case of Dr. Ave- 
ling; neither would it occur in the case of Mr. Tug 
Wilson or of Mr. Charles Mitchell, who came to see 
how Americans would strike them and had the sys- 
tem illustrated by Mr. John L. Sullivan. 


The New York Sun calls attention to the follow- 
ing statement of facts : 


Here are the names and addresses of the leaders of the 


Ways and Means Committee: 
Chairman Wilson, Charleston, W. Va., population, 


2,287. 
Renton McMillin, Carthage, Tenn., population, 478. 
Henry Q. Turner, Quitman, Ga., population, 1,868. 
Clifton R. Breckinridge, Pine Bluffs, Ark., population, 


less than 1,000. 
Alexander B. Montgomery, Elizabethtown, Ky., popu- 


lation, 2,260. 

The Ways and Means Committee of the National 
House of Representativs passes upon matters 
affecting the industrial interests of the country ; 
and yet there is upon that committee no one to 
represent the interests of Snohomish, Snohomish 
county, Wash., as the Sun should hav hastened to 
remark. But the Sun is not thoroughly informed 
about Puget Sound affairs, as it showed the other 
day in speaking of an influential Indian of that 
country as a “grand sachem.” Reference to the 
leader of the salmon-colored four hundred as a 

_ “sagamore” might hav barred criticism, but the 
official title of a siwash chieftain is Hyas Tyee. 


I attended last Thursday evening a meeting 
called by certain influential Democrats of New 
York city for the purpose of organizing the State 
Democracy. The State Democracy represents the 
Democrats out of office as opposed to Tammany 
Hall, which represents the Democrats in office. 
The Hon. Mr. Fairfield, one of President Cleve- 
land’s former secretaries, was chairman of the 
meeting, and revealed the inner lining of the or- 
ganization when he stated that, no matter how 
much patronage a party might control, and no 
matter how offices and sinecures might be multi- 


plied, there would always be enough left out in the 
cold to raise a protest. 

The meeting was held in Cooper Union hall, to 
which I was conducted by my friend Counsellor 
Sherman, who had tickets. The tickets did not 
admit bearer to the very front seats, which were 
reserved for “special guests,” but we got there 
equally, for Counsellor Sherman is a kicker. When 
he enters a place he pauses to glower upon all con- 
cerned in its management long enough to convince 
them that he is not to be trifled with. Then he 
heads for the most advantageous position. and holds 
it by any lawful means at his command. In the 
present instance, after we had been warned out of 
the seats we wanted, Sherman appealed to Mr. 
Quinlan, who had influence, and who told us to 
take the front row or a chair on the stage if we 
preferred. The opposition being ignominiously 
squelched, Mr. Sherman paralyzed the usher with a 
glance, and we sat down. Many speech-makers 
made™ speeches, including ex-Mayor Grace, who is 
supposed to be the power behind the platform, all 
agreeing that it was their duty to get the Demo- 
cratic patronage out of the hands of Tammany 
hall and to control it themselvs. One gentleman, 
dropping into metaphor, alluded to the hydra- 
headed monster with which the Tammany dragon 
had polluted the political atmosphere of the mu- 
nicipality. “The sink of iniquity,” he said, “should 
be leveled to the ground, and the vultures, whose 
hands were ever extended for more, should be 
nipped in the bud.”* There was great applause. 
The secretary read a letter from the Hon. Mr 
Coudert, whose name he pronounced “ Kewdurt.” 
As most of the audience knew the sound of the 
word was Coodair, they did not at first identify the 
writer, and the letter fell rather flat. Nevertheless, 
there was plenty of enthusiasm, and the State 
Democracy, as an organization, will doubtless flour- 
ish until Tammany gets ready to absorb it and giv 
the leaders what they are after. 

A man wearing a Freethought badge-pin that has 
been moistened by the spray of the Atlantic and by 
the mists from off the Pacific, besides reflecting the 
red sun of New Mexico and getting frosty in north- 
ern latitudes, occupied a seat, or a seat and a half, 
at the last meeting of the Liberal club. The audi- 
ence which attended these meetings aforetime was 
not present. It hss been replaced by a younger 
and possibly more modish assemblage. Mr. Wake- 
man, of course, was in attendance, resembling as 
ever the pastor of a prosperous congregation, and 
it is presumed that he slept comfortably until it 
came his turn to discuss what had been said. 
Young Dr. Foote, who now wears spectacles and is 
precociously hard of hearing, had a place among 
the listeners. Likewise Moses Oppenheimer, with 
hair, whiskers, and voice in a superior state of cul- 
tivation. But the visitor saw no others of the old 
stand-bys. Mr. Shook and Dr. Eccles of Brooklyn 
were invisible, and a call for Cohen, Hunn, Langer- 
felt, or Vaughn would not hav been responded to. 

A woman president occupied the chair, while a 
swallow-tailed speaker addressed the audience on 
the subject of an eight-hour law. -His name was 
Walter Logan and he advocated a statute making 
it a misdemeanor for any person employed in a 
manufactory or establishment hiring more than six 
other persons to work habitually over eight hours 
out of the twenty-four. The laissez-faire theory 
and the doctrin that the individual has rights 
which society may not abrogate, said Mr. Logan, 
are played out. The individual amounts to but 
little; he is a pebble in the conglomerate rock. 
Society must be put first, the individual afterwards. 
The speaker did not insist that the question was 
grave enough to justify a revolution. 

Friday evening, the 29th, the club will. hav a so- 
cial, when it’will indulge in such festivities as may 
comport with the austere character of a society 


organized to debate grave issues. 
Gero. E. Maoponatp. 


Christian Maltreatment of the Jews in Siberia. 


Agapius Honcharenko, proprietor and editor of 
the Russian political journal published in this city, 
received a letter last week in which it is stated 
that the Russian officials hav hit upon a new plan 
to rob the unfortunate Jews in Siberia. Hitherto 
the plan has been to squeeze all they could out of 
the unfortunate people before they could escape 
from the country, but no effort was made to control 
the direction of their going. 

So far all the Jews who bav escaped hav done so 
by way of Japan, but that road is blocked now. 
According to the letter, the wealthy Jews, who are 
the ones selected for prosecution, are now forbidden 
to hav any communication with the Chinese frontier 
or the coast near Japan, and are forced to pass 


‘through eastern Siberia in order te reach the coast. 
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Here all transportation is by means of dog-sleighs 
in winter. . The sufferings of the poor people thus 
forced to travel through the coldest and most bar- 
ren part of that bleak country may be imagined. It 
is said that those who framed the new edict did so 
in order to force the exiles to remain in the country 
as long as possible, in order that there may be more’ 
chances to rob them. 

Navigation on the Siberian coast is entirely sus- 
pended during the long winter months, and those 
who reach the coast during the winter will hav to 
remain on Russian soil until April before ships will 
arrive to carry them out of the country. The letter 
places the number of Jews in Siberia affected by the 
edict at twenty-two thousand, and it says that not 
more than two-thirds of that number will survive 
the rigors of the climate and the cruelties of the 
Russian officials. According to the letters he bas 
received from friends in Siberia, Honcharenko says 
not a single exile will be able to get out of the 
country with a dollar in his pocket. They will, ac- 
cordingly, be thrown entirely on the mercies of those 
willing to assist them after they manage to get away 
from theland of the Czar.— San F'rancisco Chronicle. 


Lectures and Meetings. 


COLONTL INGERSOLL gave his lecture on Lincoln im 
Philadelphia, Thursday night. 


COLONEL INGERSOLL will lecture at the Hoboken Theatre, 
Hoboken, N. J., Thursday night Deo. 28, 1898. Subject, 
“ Liberty of Man, Woman, and Child.” 

Cononen. InGERSoLL will lecture in Philadelphia, Pa., 
Jan. 8, 1884, at the New Park Theatre. Sxubject, 
** Abraham Lincoln.” 


S. P. Puryam’s lecture appointments: 

Boston, Ingersoll Secular Society, Jan. 7th, 14th. 
Northport. L. I., Jan. 18, 19, 20. 

Newark, N. J., Jan. 2t. 

Ohio Liberal Society, Cincinnati, Jan. 28th, 29th. 
Delphos, O., Jan. 30th, 3tst., and Feb. 1st. 
Chicago, Ill., Feb. 18th, 25th. 

Those who desire lectures at any points between New 
York and Chicago, and in the vicinity of Chicago during 
the month of February, will please write at once to Mr 
Putnam, care of Tur TRUTH SEEKER, New York. 


Ar the Manhattan Liberal Club Friday Dec. 29th. Sub- 
ject of debate will be, ‘‘ What’s the matter with 93 and 
what’s in store for 949” five minute talks interspersed 
with music, singing, and recitations. 


J. E. Remaburg will start on a tour through Missouri, 
Illinois, Indiana, Ohio, Pennsylvania, New York, and 
New England early in January. 


Tux Brooklyn Philosophical Association holds meetings 
every Sunday afternoon at 3 o’clock in Long Island Busi- 
ness College, South Eighth street, between Bedford and 
Driggs avenues. Program of lectures for December: 
December 31st.—Mr. Franklin Steiner. 


Tas Women’s Leran Leagues, of Philadelphia, meets 
in the Skerrett Building, Ridge avenue and Green street, 
Tuesday evenings at 8 o'clock. 


THe Ohio Liberal Society meets in College Hall, 1684 
Walnut street, Cincinnati, Sunday evenings at 7:45, 
prompt. Admission is free. Program: 

December 31st.—Judge R. W. McNeal, subject to be an- 
nounced. 

Tae Pittsburg Secular Society meets in Curry Univer- 
sity Hall, Sixth street, near Penn avenue, every Sunday 
afternoon at 3 o’clock, 


Taz First Secular Church of Portland, Ore., meets in 
Central Lubor Council Hall, 1703 Second street near 
Yamhill, every Sunday at 7.30 Pr. m. Sunday-school in 
same place at 10.30 A. M. 

—_ SS oo 

The Lord, through our blessed savior via. 
Paul, the sainted and beloved disciple, ordered 
women to keep silence in the church (which was the 
government), and he advised men not to marry (ex- 
cept when they had disgusting diseases). Nowa- 
days women who never stop to reason or think 
will wring their hands and shed crocodile tears 
whenever the sufferings of these vile tramps are 
mentioned. For shame! Go and sew a button 
for your own husband, who would love you if you 
would let him. 


«Honor the Lord with thy substance and with 
the first fruits of all thy increase.” His ministers 
and priests hav need for all they can get, and must 
liv by the “sweat” of those who do not ask ques- 
tions. Be sure and do not forget that questioners 
will be burnt in hell forevermore. Amen. 


In picturing the joy of heaven be sure to remem- 
ber the pleasure of reclining in Abraham’s bosom. 
Never mind about the Hagar scandal and the little 
boy Ishmael who was forced out into the desert to 
die. That was only one of God’s ways, and all 
things are possible with him. - 


826 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, DECEMBER 30, 1898. 


Inetters c f Friends. 


She Is Welcome. 
WAGNER, OR., Dec. 4, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclesed find $3 for an- 
other new subscriber to your good paper. 
Yours for the good cause, 
G. N. WAGNER. 


Plenty of These and The Truth Seeker 
Can Force the Fighting. 
New York Crry, Dee. 12, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: Inelosed find check for 
$6.50, my subscription to THe TRUTH 
SEEKER and S. P. Putnam’s ‘‘ Four Hun- 
dred Years of Freethought.” 
Jamus L. PaArsHAaLn. 


Wantei! Five Thousand Such Letters. 
BISBEE, ARIZ., Nov. 27, 1893. 

Mr. Enrror: Inclesed please find money 
order for $5, for which send THe TRUTH 
: SEEKER one year to two new subscribers, 
Ole Nielsen and John Erickson. 

Yours ever truly, NEm ERICKSON. 

[The proseeution of the persons to 
whom yonr question refers was dropped.— 
Ep, T. 8.) 


Butter for Christ’s Sake. 
GALVESTON, TEX., Nov. 9, 1893. 

Mre. Evrror: Inelosed find $3 for your 
paper, which was brought to my notice by 
a friend. In the course of a fifty years’ 
sojourn on this sphere I hav given toward 
sustaining and building two churches, yet 
cannot see the slightest good that has 
accrned from it. But ‘‘it’s never too late 
to mend.” 

Here is a specimen of Christian charity: 
A poor miner out of work applied at the 
door of a Lake Charles (Ls.) preacher for 
something to eat. The reverend came out 
with a piece of dry bread and said: ‘*‘ My 
fellow, I do not believe in encouraging 
tramps, but giv this for the Lord’s sake.” 
The man turned it over and, handing it 
back, said: ‘‘ Please put some butter on 
for Christ’s sake.” A. J. PERKINS, 


A Good Record—Go Others and Do 
Likewise. 
GoupEn Ponp, Ky., Dec. 14, 298. 

Mr. Eprror: Inclosed please find check 
for booksordered. Very hard times here; 
still we must ever remember to lend a 
helping hand to those who think and write 
for the great cause of Freethought. Five 
years ago there was only one Freethought 
paper delivered at this place. Now there 
are nine, and I think I can raise that 
list to fifteen iu the next few months. We 
can see many people are not so afraid of 
Freethought literature now, as hereto- 
fore. We are pleased with the progress of 
the Oregon Liberals; wish I could attend 
their First Secular Church at Portland; 
would be glad to liv where Liberals meet 
often; would like to correspond with some 
Liberal living in Oregon who can tell me 
something of the country, etc. 

Yours truly, E. W. Ropes. 


Kansas Notes. 


Aronson, Kax., Nov. 25, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: From the statistics it is 

evident that the Kansas penitentiary is 
the most religious institution in the state. 
_ Here is the kind of philosophy the Ef- 
fingham World pours out every week: 
“Some men, when they can do nothing 
else, go to preaching. Too many preach- 
ers go after the almighty dollar instead of 
the almighty sinner. The only honest 
word in some people’s prayersis Amen.” 

Mr. Frank Oliphant, a bright young 
Kansan, proposes to enter the lecture 
field and devote his life to the cause of 
mental liberty. He is a young man who 
has the courage of his convictions, and 
givs promis of becoming a power in the 
ranks of Freethought. In introducing 
him to the public I ask for him only recog- 
nition and appreciation, and he will do 
his duty in his chosen field. 

Henry Bender, one of the oldest settlers 
of Doniphan county, will devote the re- 
mainder of his life to Freethought work. 
Every week, after he has read his TRUTH 
Serxur, he leaves it where he thinks it 
will do the most good. He has a copy of 
Watson Heston’s ‘‘Bible Picture Book,” 
which he constantly carries under his arm 
for ammunition. Mr. Bender is very 
aged, but his mind is still activ, and he is 


a tireless worker. Another of the veteran 
Freethinkers of Kansasis Hon. R. A. Van 
Winkle, of Arrington. He is familiarly 
known as ‘‘ Uncle Van.” He is very pro- 
nounced in his Freethought views, and is 
noted for his fighting qualities. At a 
Fourth of July celebration held in his 
town a few years ago a preacher, who was 
the speaker of the occasion, undertook to 
ignore Paive’s services in the revolution. 
This was more than ‘‘Uncle Van” could 
stand. He sprang to his feet, and in a 
fearless manner proceeded to defend his 
dead hero, The crowd hissed and jeered 
in bitter vituperation, and even the band 
struck up and tried to drown his voice, 
but all in vain. ‘‘ Uncle Van” was equal 
to the occasion. His voice rose to its high- 
est pitch, which even the thunder of can- 
nons could not have subdued, and he 
finally retired with the consciousness of 
having vindicated the author-hero of the 
revolution. GEORGE J. REMSBURG, 


How a Revivalist Does His Advertising 
` — He Bids For the Mob. 
Mriurorp, Mass., Dee. 10, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: “Tt is an ill wind that 
blows good on nobody,” and hard times 
are a godsend to revivalists. Isend you 
a clipping to show what is in store for this 
town. Weber is advertised by sensational 
articles, the same as a prize-fight is. These 
are samples: 

This man isa wonder. He does nothing 
as anybody else ever did it. Our ideals of 
propriety are completely shattered, and we 
wonder that such methods can accomplish 
any good; but Mr. Weber has been instru- 
mental in leading many thousands to a 
better life. His early life was very wicked, 
and he knows the whole course of wicked- 
ness, and has a faculty of letting the whole 
truth right out in meeting. You may not 
always agree with him, but you will hav 
no difficulty in understanding him, for he 
does net hesitate to use the most common 
talk of the streets to press home his points. 

The old Scotchman said: ‘‘They are all 
honest only when well watched.” I shall 
not attend a service to watch him, as I hav 
faith in the sense of the conundrum, ‘‘ Why 
are sermons like bagpipes? Because they 
sound the best when you don’t hear them.” 

Fraternally, CHARLES C. JOHNSON. 


Work the Federation. . 
Person, Ia., Dec. 12, 1898. 
Mr. Eprror: This little town has en- 
joyed a Liberal ‘‘awakening.” We hav 
just listened to three lectures by Mr. 
Franklin Steiner, of Des Moines, and the 
effect is most satifactory. 
Mr. Steiner is a very convincing orator. 
The weather was stormy and cold, so 
the attendance was somewhat reduced, 
but was yet good for a town of two hun- 
dred and fifty souls. Some Christian 
champions asserted that Steiner would not 
get three names to his ‘‘Infidel Federa- 
tion,” but what was their astonishment 
when, at the close of his last lecture, he 
unrolled the petition on his desk, and the 
Freethinkers swarmed round him in such 
numbers that asecond petition had to be 
brought into requisition, and in less than 
twenty minutes thirty names went down. 
Neither of the two churches in this place 
can boast a larger membership, though 
they hav expended ‘thousands of dollars, 
and exhorted and ‘‘ beseeched ” for seven 
long years. And the end is not yet, for the 
major part of the Liberal friends are yet 
to be heard from. When they are all 
gathered into the Freethinkers’ ‘‘ happy 
family,” no one will join a church in Pier- 
son ‘‘to be in the swim.” 
Every Liberal community should secure 
a course of Mr. Steiner’s lectures. He 
seems to be thoroughly equipped to meet 
the enemy, and his reduced prices are 
surely within the reach of the smallest 
community. He is a strong force on the 
Liberal platform, and should be kept busy 
every day in the year. S. F. BENSON. 


Fell Asleep in Nature. f 
SHERMAN, Mica., Dec. 15, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: My wife died on the morn- 
ing of July 31, 1893, at our home in Wex- 
ford. She was born in New Hampshire, 
and we were married in Centerville in the 
southern part of this state, and hav lived 


together nearly half a century. We hav. 


four children and five grandchildren. 
She wassixty-eight. She lived in her own 
sphere, and was seldom out of it, and that 


was the family circle. She sacrificed her 
own comfort to promote mine and the en- 
joyment of her children. Her kindness 
was ever apparent among her friends. 
She had no thought of another state of 
existence: This world was all she cared 
for and she died without any regrets for 
theepast or fears for the future. Her 
countenance appeared, when dead, as 
though she had fallen asleep and was en- 
joying pleasant dreams. It seemed to say 
to thoss around her: ‘‘ Mourn not for me, 
but do right and be happy, as I am happy.” 
She looked upon death as a long, quiet, and 
peaceful rest. 

My wife died as she had lived, without 
faith in any of the religious doctrins of the 
day. She believed in known truths and 
not fictitious ideas. She believed that 
right, truth, and justice, accompanied by 
kindness, were the greatest sources of hap- 
piness, and without these no real happiness 
could be enjoyed. She believed -that 
doing good to others should be the first 
object in life; that the belief that she had 
done some good and no harm would be a 
much greater consolation on a death-bed 
than all the hopes of an imaginary heaven. 
This she taught to her children. She had 
no patience with the piety teachers, and 
one of the greatest sorrows of her life was 
that these teachers had so much infiuence 
over her sex. She thought if they were 
emancipated from that slavery there 
would be much less hypocrisy in the world. 
The early teachings imparted to children 
would be more truthful and better, and 
consequently a much better state of society 
would result. She had often said she 
wanted no ceremonies over her remains 
and no fashionable mourning at her grave, 
so we had none. The hearse took the cof- 
fin from the house to the cemetery accom- 
panied by the relativs and friends and there 
we quietly laid her in her last resting-place. 

Dr. E. B. SOUTHWICK. 


An Appeal That Should Be Promptly 
Heeded. 
GARNETT, Kav., Dec. 14, 1898. 

Mr. Eprror: I am strongly impressed 
with the idea that we members of Tux} 
TRUTH SEEKER family are not doing our 
duty to our much-esteemed and deserving 
co-laborer, Watson Heston. He has served 
us faithfully as & cartoonist of the most 
masterful type—now some six or seven 
years—and has given the cause of Free- 
thought a most wonderful push forward by 
his inimitable pictures of historic and 
comic interest. And his work is not only 
of an instructiv and amusing character, 
but, in my estimation, has become a nec- 
essary adjunct to the successful promulga- 
tion of the cause that is nearest to all our 
hearts, ‘‘ Universal Mental Liberty.” 

Now, I hav found out ‘‘by the way of a 
slant” that Watson Heston is in needy 
circumstances; that the sickness of his 
wife, which is of long standing, and his 
own not very rugged constitution, to- 
gether with misfortunes that hav visited 
him of late years, hav conspired to bring 
him to a low estate financially, so that it is. 
perplexing him to know how he is even go- 
ing to escape the shoals of destitution and 
want, I think it is ashame to let such 
a valuable helper of our cause as is Watson 
Heston even approach the plane of want, 
as long as we hav fifty cents or a dollar 
that we can spare. He has surely edified 
each and every truth seeker far more than 
those sums represent, if edification is to be 
estimated in dollars and cents. Now, let 
us truth seekes help our own, and not let 
the bigots get the laugh on us and taunt 
us with being picayunish and permitting 
our workers to suffer for the necessaries of 
jife. I hav done what I could, and am 
willing to do more, as my means will 
admit. 

Watson Heston’s address is San Diego, 
Cal. CHARLES GREGG. 


Beware of the Machinations of the Heirs 
of the Witch-Killers. 
JEANNETTE, PA., Dec. 14, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: Looking over the many 
letters from friends that appear from week 
to. week, I fail to find any from this part 
of the country, and I am certain that your 
paper has a large number of readers here. 
Times hav been hard with us, and lectures 
cannot be had for nothing. But~-I wish 
we could hav one of ‘those men of light 
and truth here once in a while. 


Although the Infidel has suffered, so 
has the Christian, and the God of the 
latter seems to be in a starving condition 
also, for if his children ever needed bread 
they need it now. But it seems he cannot - 
spare any of his heavenly manna or angel 
cake; surely his heart is not as big as 
those of his earthly children, for they will 
share with each other, while he and his 
agents hay enough and lots to spare. ‘The 
Bible is my informant about him. I see 
for myself what his makers are doing. 
While his poor dupes are starving his 
agents are living in luxury, plotting how 
best they can enslave the daring few who 
are bold enough to speak out their own 
opinions. The traitors hav had a conven- 
tion here in Pittsburg, and my blood boils 
with indignation when reading their 
traitorous speeches. What a life of free- 
dom we would hav if those fanatics could 
hav their way, and what a good chance 
they hav to do so with their millions of ig- 
norant followers, who look upon them as 
their leaders and in whom they place 
entire confidence. 

Friends, awake from your slumbers; if 
you want to be free you will hav to fight 
for freedom, for bigots on all sides of you 
are organizing to bridle your tongues, to 
own you bodies and wills. If you want 
your liberty fight them with their own 
weapon, organization; for, although we 
hav right on our side, they hav might, and 
through the ages might has always proved 
to be right, by the force of numbers. In 
the old days swords ruled; in these, votes 
rule. We hav as much to fear from the 
votes as our fathers had from the swords 
and fire. Good citizens must fear the law 
when bigots enact it. The votes elect the 
men who will make the law, and as the 
bigots hav the numbers they can make 
laws to make us criminals. Now is the 
time to strike; we must organize to pre- 
vent, if possible, the success of these 
enemies of religious freedom. If we hav 
no Christian laws we hav no crime against 
God, for religious law makes fictitious 
crime. Even if we did not hav anything 
to fear but the plotting of these rogues 
there are still hanging over our heads the 
old Puritan blue laws, which are liable to 
be put in full force at any time for the 
amusement of these worse than snakes. 
What can we expect of the agents when 
we see the example set by the boss, who 
said, ‘‘Suffer nota witch to liv?” 

J. ADAMSON. 


on 
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Of Such Is the Kingdom of Heaven. 


Kansas City, Kan. 

Mr. Eprror: The twin cities of Kansas 
City, Mo., and Kansas City, Kan., com- 
prise a population of about 175,000. There 
are 185 churches and religious societies 
here, most of which seem to be doing a 
flourishing business. The Protestant in- 
stitutions number 161, the Catholic 21. 
There are 65 public schools and 20 paro- 
chial educational institutions. The public 
schools, especially in Kansas City, Kan., 
are thoroughly permeated by superstition 
and Bible reading; prayers and hymn 
singing are part of the daily program. 
The religious atmosphere in the two cities 
is dense; and the oft-resounding clang of 
the deep-toned church bells is a constant 
reminder that the erroneous past still 
wields a mighty influence among the un- 
thinking and credulous mass of humanity 
called ‘‘the people.” 

The clergy here are somewhat im- 
pertinent, and hav undertaken crusades 
against Sunday theaters, saloons, gambling 
houses, barber shops, ete. 

Kansas City is a rich field for profes- 
sional evangelists. During the last three 
years some great religious revivals hav 
been held. One of the most novel and 
ridiculous of these was that presided over 
by two superstitious clowns calling them- 
selys the ‘‘ Morrill Twins.” They were 
probably as nearly alike in mental as well 
as physical proportions as any two men on 
earth could be. Two of the specialties 
with which they amused their unfortunate 
audiences was the act of delivering the 
same sermon at the same time, and the 
taking of alternate sections of the same 
discourse. Musical concerts were a feat- 
ure with the ‘‘twins,” and they had no 
‘trouble, I am told, in gathering a bounti- 
ful harveat of gold, although they ‘‘ saved ” 
only a few ‘‘souls”’ on account of the 
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mirthful and circus-like character of their 
performances, 

The next exhorter of importance to ap- 
pear upon the scene was Major Cole. an 
ex-banker of Ohio, who created a con- 
siderable furor in the religious ranks and 
made a round-up of fourteen hundred con- 
verts during a stay of two months. After 
receiving the insignificant sum of $1,200 
for his services, he went his way rejoicing 
that salvation is free. 

A few months ago a theological phono- 
graph named Milis arrived. His coming 
was heralded far and wide and the news- 
papers gave him nearly a page a day dur- 
ing his sojourn. His work resulted in 
leading several huudred unsuspecting vic- 
tims of ignorance into that vast procession 
which knows not reason and undoubtingly 
follows the jack-o’-lantern called the 
“light of Christ.” It is understood that 
Mr. Mills was well pleased with the finan- 
cial proceeds of his siege against Satan. 

The latest and perhaps the most dis- 
reputable ‘‘ whooper-up ” who has loomed 
up in the superstitious fog which sur- 
rounds the God-houses is one Vernon, 
who claims to be a ‘‘converted Infidel.” 
This fellow says he has lectured on the 
Infidel platform, and one of his methods 
of illustrating the absurdity of religion 
consisted in drawing cartoons of Jehovah 
and his son Jesns. He said he felt so 
“rocky” while following this business 
that he sometimes thought of quitting it 
and going to work; but one day he had a 
conversation with an old ‘‘granny wo- 
man,” who put him on to some things 
about the Bible that had never attracted 
his attention before. He began to feel 
“ curious,” and in a day or two discovered 
that the Lord was ‘‘working on him.” 
He soon surrendered to superstition, was 
immediately offered a job at preaching, 
and since that time he has enjoyed himself 
immensely. [Who ever heard of this 
“Liberal” lectarer, Vernon, before he 
became ‘au evangelist?—Ep. T. S.] Dur- 
ing the engagement of this mountebank 
he delivered au alleged lecture entitled, 
“Infidels and Infidelity,” which was 
listened to by a large concourse of people, 
among whom were many Freethinkers. 
This lecture was announced as ‘‘the most 
scathing arraignment of Infidelity ever 
delivered from‘a Christian pulpit,” and it 


was hoped by some that he would depart. 


from the well-beaten track usually pur- 
sued by preachers in dealing with the sub- 
ject of Infidelity and say something 
original, whether it was true or not. We 
were doomed to disappointment. Every 
utterance had the theological trade mark 
blown in the bottle. About the first thing 
he did was to rehearse the well-known and 
oft-exposed falsehoods concerning the 
deathbed experiences of Paine, Voltaire, 
and other great Infidels, to whom we are 
indebted, more than to all theologians that 
ever lived or ever will liv, for light and 
liberty. Ingersoll, he said, is a feeble 
imitator of Voltaire, and is not so honor- 
able nor useful a citizen as Corbett, the 
pugilist. Gibbon was only an inflated 
égotist. Darwin’s theory is without 
foundation. Evolution is a three-lerged 
stool. To talk of the Jaws of nature is 
nonsense. There are no laws but those of 
God. There is no knowledge that did not 
proceed from tho vast fund of wisdom be- 
longing to the almighty. There is no 
genuin morality, no love, no real sympa- 
thy, no honor, apart from the religion of 
Christ. 

' For one month’s services at theologica] 
lying Mr. Vernon received the modest 
sum of $300. T. J. TANNER. 


The Brother Givs Us His Experience. 
f SBATTLE, Wasu., Dec. 10, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: I hev just finished reading 
my. Truta SEEKER of December 2d, and 
found, as I always do, very many inter- 
esting and valuable articles upon Free- 
thought. I hav wanted to write you my 
experience, but I am afraid it would be 
too long a tale and uninteresting to many. 
I am always amused with our friend Hes- 
ton’s work; his illustrated ideas prove 
him to be a Liberal in the fullest sense of 
the term. Our friend Dr. Murphy, of 
Kansas City, has got none the best of me 
at being blind. I was stone-blind for 
twenty-three years, and had no desire to 
see anything but orthodox religion. I 
prayed God earnestly for four years. The 


more I prayed, the more miserable I was, 
but after awhile I said: There is no happi- 
ness in living this way; I will investigate, 
and I did. I found superstition had got 
into my blood, and it ‘needed a very 
powerful alterativ to set me right. I 
tried ‘‘ The Mistakes of Moses,” and found 
I felt better. My next treatment was 
‘“ Skulls,” and then ‘!Ghosts.” . By this 
time I was not afraid to read ‘‘ Hell,” by 
the same author, ind when I had finished 
these I was as completely cured as though 
I had never been afflicted. I hav since 
continued to read, study, and advance, 
and to-day I am as happy aman as the 
world contains. On the back of this 
sheet you will find two pictures, the orig- 
inals of both of which I see as I sit at my 
table. One, the main point in the picture, 
is Mount Rainier, rearing its snow. capped 
head 14,444 feet above the waters of Puget 
Sound, which, we see, is another principal 
feature of the scene. The Olympic mount- 
ains to the west (also snow-capped at this 
time of the year, but not perpetually) form 


.& very beautiful picture, aud as the sun 


strikes them early in the morning it 
makes an effect to gladden: the heart of an 
artist. 

The climate here is such a as,to jike one 
forget it is almost mid-winter.- This scene 
a few yearsago would hav made me miser- 
able. I should hav felt at once: Oh, if I 
were only sure of heaven, I should be 
happy. To-day it does make me happy, 
for I look upon this scene with a light 
heart and an untroubled mind, and I am 
glad it is my privilege to see nature in all 
her glorious aspects and beauty. I hav 
had the amusement of mixing up in argu- 
ment many of my old acquaintances, on 
the subject of the Bible and Freethought. 
I would not attack the old Christians, 
those who hav not long enough to liv in 
which to recover from the shock of finding 
their goldeu city and pearly gates alla 
dream, and they on the edge of eternity, 
bound they know not whither. ButIdo 
love to ask an intelligent. man, who tries 
to believe the Bible, What would be the 
result of stopping the sun or turning it 
back ten degrees? He stands and thinks, 
and then answers me by saying: ‘‘Oh, 
but, Lincoln, all things are possible to 
God.” It is my opinion that even a God 
has got to recognize some law; he has no 
license to violate laws he has already es. 
tablished and given to us as inexorable 
(if, indeed, he has had anything’ to do 
with it all). I wish I could express myself 
as to a general power at work through in- 
finit space. Iam wholly unable to giv it 
form, and yetI am inclined to think that 
it has brought us into existence, and will 
take care of what remains when our forms 
are changed by death, and we are ready 
for what comes next. I would like the 
ideas of the Editor and readers of Tau 
Trura SEEKER. I am quite well aware 
that no definit answer can be given, but 
we must not forget what science teaches, 
A thing once created can never be de- 
stroyed; whence, then, is the thinking 
part, the better part of man, going? It 
exists, and since we can’t destroy it, how 
shall we dispose of it? 

Now, once more: I hav a dog-a great 
Dane. He loves me and he is full of grati- 
tude. He is big enough to eat a man up, 
and he would do it if one attempted to in- 
jure me. Why? Because I never spoke a 
cross word to him, nor abused him. I 
hav aroused his gracious ivstinct, and he 
responds by loving me. What is to be- 
come of him when he dies?’ We cannot ig- 
nore the fact that the dog thinks; why, he 
lies here on the floor by me now, and rolls 
his eyes toward his master, showing how 
plainly he knows me and what he would 
do for me. He exhibits as much intelli- 
gence and more gratitude than nine men 
out of teu I meet every day.. What shall 
be done with my dog? Is he not entitled 
to all Iam entitled to? And why should 
the same virtues he revered more under 
one title than under another? I mean to 
say that ‘‘man” is no better than ‘‘dog,” 
as far as the name goes; it is the principle 
and intelligence that count, and place us 
on a plane highe: than‘the dog; and yet 
all men are classed together, when the 
only advantage some voters to-day hav 
over my dog is that they can speak Eng- 


lish; but they lack love, gratitude, and 
intelligence. Now, as a Freethinker, Tam 
entitled to -speák as I hav; no ohe can 


just broken loose from that. 


deny the truth of what I hav said. I want 


no answers founded on the Bible. I hav 
I only want 
some one to giv me his opinion. It does 
not call for much of an argument, for I 
am not addressing myself to Christians. I 
am talking to Freethinkers, who are will- 
ing to discuss the truth of any subject. 
The term Liberal does not apply to relig- 
ion alone, but means liberality in every- 
ee seco Freethought, and charity. 
ARTHUR LINCOLN. 


The Six Alls. 


Rocurster, N. Y., Dec. 18, 1893. 

Mz. Epitor: Sixty seven years ago and 
several years thereafter, a small band of 
brave men were working with all the 
knowledge and energy they possessed to 
create a public opinion, for the purpose of 
changing the law on the subject of labor. 
They were not trying to hav the word God 
inserted in the Constitution, or to hav 
Jesus Christ proclaimed the ruler of the 
nation in order that they might be ‘his 
representativs, but they were pleading for 
thousands upon thousands of men, women 
and children, especially children, of whom 
IT was then one; they were thus engaged for 
years in trying to hav ten hours made a 
legal day’s work instead of twelve. One 
of them was a doctor, and in one of his 
lectures, which I read in a labor paper, he 
specified the injuries that were inflicted on 
the children, especially little girls, by the 
long hours, close confinement, and other 
things. incidental to the conditions. I 
fairly shivered on reading that lecture to 
think of the evils that I and thousands of 
others like me had to suffer, with no pos- 
sible means of helping ourselvs. The 
reading of that lecture, with others of like 
character, made me a thinker, an investi- 
gator. I wanted to know why things 
should be so, and hav never ceased want- 
ing to know. At that time and for several 
years after I had to pass every day a 
tavern, over the door of which hung a pe. 
culiar sign, called the ‘‘Six Alls.” At the 
top in the center the king was represented 
decked in his robes of state, and under 
was written, ‘‘I rule all.” On the right- 
hand side, one beneath the other, stood 
the doctor and the lawyer; the one said, 
“I plead for all;” the other, ‘‘I cure all.” 
On the left hand, the one beneath the 
other, were the preacher and the soldier; 
one said, ‘‘I pray for all;” the other, ‘I 
fight for all.” At the bottom, in the cen- 
ter, stood the workingman, dressed in 
his common garb, who said, “I pay 
for all;’? and truer words were never 
spoken, as very slight examination will 
prove. The emperors of Russia and Ger- 
many are exhibitions of what the idea of 
the divine right of kings when carried out 
can produce; the productions are poverty, 
ignorance, crime, and war with all its at- 
tendant evils. The lawyer, doctor, and 
preacher are all collegiaus, and what do 
they produce? Nothing that we can eat, 
drink, wear, or be sheltered by. The 
soldier is the same in that respect, only 
that he hires himself to kill or be killed— 
thousands of men in the past few months 
hav thus hired themselvs, not from pa- 
triotism, but to save themselvs from star- 
vation. Now, there are thousands of good 
men in each of these professions, there can 
be no doubt. One of the physicians who 
stood at the head of his profession, Dr. 
Rush,. said if there were fewer physicians 
there would be fewer deaths, as the prac- 
tice was very much a matter of experiment. 
With reference to lawyers, if we attend 
court during & trial, especially if there is 
much money in the.case, the twistings, 
turnings, and cross-questioning forcibly 
remind us of the circumlocution office, of 
how not to do it, and that men are some- 
times hired to make the worse seem the 
better cause. It islawyers who formulate 
our laws, but it is through the voters of 
the country, the men, that bad laws are 
allowed to remain on the statute books, 
The women are not in it; their skirts are 
clear of that matter. Now, the question 
to my mind is, What do the seventy thou- 
sand preachers produce? They liv in fine 
houses, wear good clothes, hav large club- 


‘houses to meet.in on Sundays, for which 
-they pay no taxes. 
_are their labors and the. groundwork for 


The question is, What 


their labors and for which some of them 


‘receive very large salaries? pane say there 


is a God whom they are serving, that 
their business is to teach others to serve 

him; also they say their God has neither 
body, parts, nor passions—cannot either be 

seen or felt, yet created the world and all 

tbat is in it, man included. They say he 

is all-wise, yet because the first man and 

woman ate an apple, he became angry, 

turned them out of the garden, and cursed 

them and their descendants forever. A 

long time after that, although they say he 

is unchangeable, he changed his mind and 

became a trio, three in one, and one in 

three; being, so they say, father, son, aud 

holy ghost; and he concluded that if his 

son, & part of himself, was killed, his an- 

ger would be appeased, and whoever after 

that believed in the doings of this trio, 

though their sins were as scarlet, should 

become white as snow; and whoever did 

not thus believe should be damned and go 

toa very warm place, which Dante and 

Milton hav described in glowing colors, 

This is a ground which preachers hav 
to work from, for which they receive 

high salaries and exemption from taxation. 

The soldier is taken from the ranks of the 
workers; he hires himself to kill, it may 
be his own father, mother, or friends, if 
so ordered by his superiors, and to take 
his chances of being killed. It matters 
not whether the cause is just or unjust, 

right or wrong, he has no choice or voice 
in the matter; heis a mere machine. The 
working man furnishes supplies for all the 
rest; he delves in the dirty ground, and 
from the deep and unhealthy mines brings 
forth the coal, iron, silver, gold, and min- 
erals of all kinds; builds the palaces, ships, 

churches, and all other buildings. The 
tenements and hovels he is allowed to 
inhabit, if he can pay the rent. He pro- 
duces by his labor everything which he 
and all the rest mentioned eat, drink, and 
wear, and are sheltered by, yet the mass 
of those whom he thus supplies look upon 
and speak of him as thongh he were the 
soum of the earth. Now, if men can go 
through college, get their diplomas, still 
believing the dogmas just mentioned, the 
fewer colleges we hav the better. Instead 
of the teaching the clergy giv, they should 
tell their congregations that during the 
past fifty years the inventors, brain work- 
ers, and handworkers had made so many 
improvements that if all men and women 
who are able produced something useful 
and beneficial, three hours labor per day 
would be sufficient to produce all the com- 
forts and luxuries of life, leaving the rest 
of the time for recreation, rest, or im- 
provement; that at the present time there 
are thousands of children born in tene- 
ment houses and slums of all our large 
cities who never know what it is to hav 
sufficient food, clothing, or shelter, and 
for whom there is no adequate provision 
made for scholastic training; while, at the 
same time, we hav in this country thirty- 
one thousand millionaires who hav become 
such through the government having 
allowed them the monopoly of large areas 
of land, the exclusiv possession of the 
coal, gold, silver. and other mines of all 
descriptions. These monopolies, with 
meny others, taken in connection with the 
facilities for producing so much of every- 
thing in so little time, hav been the means 
of throwing nearly two millions of workers 
out of employment, thus turning what 
should be useful men and willing workers 
into tramps, dangerous alike in city or 
country. Our country is at peace, yet, 
notwithstanding all this poverty and des- 
titution among the producers of wealth, 
Mr, Herbert, the secretary of the navy, 
tells us for the year ending June 30, 1893, 
the expenses were $51,966,074.89. The 
appropriations for the fiscal year ending 
June, 1894, were $48,023,525.79. The es- 
timates for the fiscal year ending June 30, 
1895, are $52,846,499.75. The war depart- 
ment is still more expensiv, as any of you 
can certify for yourselvs by reading the 
report of the secretary of war. War is 
barbarism unmitigated. We had better 
think deeply on existing evils, and I think 
we shall come to the same conclusion with 
the traveler from Altruria to whom Mr. 

W. D. Howells has introduced us in the 
Cosmopolitan, that society has arrived at 
such a condition that nothing bnt a thor- 
ough reconstruction can be of any service. 


‘For the future we will do all.we can to 


bring about this desirable end. 
Mrs. RUTH BRETTELL. 
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@hildren’s Qorner. 


Elitea by Miss Susan H. Wrxon, Fal 
River, Mass., to whom all Communica” 
“ta ıs for this Corner should be sent. 


" Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a 


pause in the day’s occupations 
That is 


nown a8 the Children’s Hour.” 


Swing: High and Swing Low. 

Swing high and «wing low 

While the breezes they blow. 

It’s off for a sailor thy fa her would go, 
And it’s here in the harbor in sight of the sea 
Me hath left his wee babe with my rong and with 

me. 
Swing high and swing low 
While the breezes they blow! 


Swing high and swing Jow 
Whils the breezes they blow. 
T’s oh for the waiting as weary days go! 
An l it’: oh for the heartache that smiteth me 
when 
Tsing my song over and over again: 
“ Swing high and swing low 
While the breezes they blow!” 


“ Swing high and swing low,” the sea singeth so. 
And it waileth anon in its ebb and its flow, 
And a sleever sleeps on to that songof the sea, 
Nor recketh he ever of mine or of me! 
“ Swing high and swing Jow 
While the breezes they blow. 
"Twas off for a sailor thy father would go!” 


—Eugene Fiela in Chicago News-Record. 


Letter to the Children. 


` Dear YOUTHFUL CORRESPONDENTS OF 
THY CHILDREN’s CoRNER: By Editor’s per- 
mission I will address a letter tc you, wish- 
ing to prove my kind regards for your 
endeavors to speak against old ideas 
which hav corrupted the minds of the 
whole human family for many thousand 
years. Iama firm believer that youthful 
worker can do as much to aid the truth 
seeking cause as the scholarly, learned 
members who hav so much tv unlearn and 
undo, which old ideas and customs hav 
fastened firmly upon them. By the pera- 
sal of each one of your letters I am able 
to learn the kind of influence which exists 
around you. The expression of your ideas 
makes me acquainted with you, your pa- 
rents and teachers; thus your letters are 
of more than common interest to me. 
But before I proceed, I must sincerely ask 
your forgivness for expressing my mind, 
October 9th, in a way which would giv 
the impression that your letters were not 
of interest to me; they certainly are of 
double interest, or I should not hav said 
I would write to you through the Chil- 
dren’s Corner, 

When you come to know me better, you 
will learn that I would not intentionally 
speak to you in such cruel, deprecating 
manner, for I know just how easily chil- 
dren’s and mother’s feelings are hurt. If 
it would not make so lengthy a letter, and 
crowd some of you out, I would now tell 
you atrue story of two beautiful children as 
nature ever made; how they were ruined, 
one by receiving all the appreciation, and 
the other receiving none; but the one who 
did not receive any turned out much the 
best. The facts in regard to these chil- 
dren are something every mother and 
child ought to know as a lesson of fair- 
ness and equal respect towards children, 
to learn that no matter how great a differ- 
ence there may be in children’s gifts, each 
shou'd be equally appreciated, making 
heaven for all. My hasty way of speak- 
ing about {the usefulness of your letters 
brought the circumstances attending 
these children’s lives so vividly before my 
mind that I will tell itto any of you taking 
the trouble to write directly to me. I did 
not intend Miss Wixon to allow what I 
wrote on a separate slip of paper to be 
printed; but, in my great haste to get my 
letter ready to post, and my great anxiety 
that it should escape the wastebasket, I 
forgot to tell Miss Wixon my wish. 

There is a very good saying, that a miss 
is as good as a hit, because it brings outa 
greater power of reasoning. Another say- 
ing is that a bad beginning sometimes 
makes a good ending. 


Can we not between us manage to make |’ 


my mistake push us ahead in truth seek- 
ing instead of slackening zeal? 

The reason I begged a place in your 
Corner is, I understand that entirely new 
ideas, which hav not become popular 
among even 4 few, are always treated like 


a poor, sick, deformed little orphan child 
that. no one can stop to notice or care for 
mcr ethan tosay, ‘Poor little unfortunate, 
let those who hav more time attend to you~ 
wants,” 

Also, I had learned by the experience of 
twenty-one years that no man would be 
persuaded by my asking to print such un- 
popular conclusions as were contained in 
that letter. Now, I never can thank Miss 
Wixon enough for granting me the favor 
I wish all you dear ones would help me 
thank her by putting forth new energy to 
make every letter for the Corner speak 
louder for truth. 

I hav been a truth seeker for twenty- 
one years, discarding church ways of 
teaching, becoming an investigator, with a 
firm, unabating endeavor to understand 

„cause and effect, arriving at conclusions 
which I never heard uttered by any human 
being but myself. This fact is sufficient 
to make every man, woman, and child hate 
me and the conclusions, because every set 
of ruling teachers forget that the greatest 
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number of adherents to conclusions does 
not prove the conclusions true; ss in the 
case of Galileo, who by careful observa- 
tion found out that the world. turned 
around every twenty-four hours; not that 
the sun went around the world as men be- 
lieved by trusting to old Joshua’s ideas. 
Then they ill-treated Galileo even to sbut- 
ting him up in prison a great number of 
years to keep him from expressing his 
ideas among the people. 

I hav been ill-treated in every possible 
way according to this age to keep me from 
expressing new ideas. Had I room to tell 
you about it, you could see that I know 
how to sympathize with every man, wo- 
man, and child belonging to the truth 
seeking order who are real workers, 

Dear little correspondents, if any of you 
hav inquisitiv natures you will say in your 
minds: ‘‘How did that woman come to 
form ideas differing in the main from 
all other people?” It was in this way: I 
and two others were left at an early age 
without our kind, loving parents’ care, to 
be separated far from each other, nearly 
killing us with grief. 

A minister and a deacon took charge of 
selling our estate, thinking it best to hustle 
business, as we were too young to see to 
anything; the deacon auctioned away farm 
and all at a low bid; the minister was the 
buyer, leaving us almost penniless, enrich- 
ing themselvs and educating their children 
in grand style, while we, poor orphans, 
must work early and late without being 
loved or cared for, only for our Jabor and 
our health to serve well. The people I lived 
with told meit was better for me not tocovet 
education, as I was so poor and would 
hav to work hard all my life. I was not 
allowed for my labor more than half price, 
though I was told that I did more work 
and as well as those having full price. I 
was often insulted by being told that be- 
cause I was poor I must expect to hav 
only the very common things, nothing like 
that which others enjoy. Life grew 
harder and harder until I became so 
stricken with grief that it actually spoiled 
my face and nearly spoiled my natural dis- 
Position of good will and confidence. 


All this time the craving for knowledge 
grew stronger and stronger, until life to 
me seemed unendurable without it, I 
coveted books and time to read, that 

|I might obtain knowledge from learned 
people; but I had no means to obtain 
books or the time to read. I then re- 
membered the saying, ‘‘ Where there’s a 
will there’s a way.” Then, all at once, it 
dawned upon my benighted, crushed mind 
that I could study humanity and nature in 
spite of all the opposition of the whole 
world and yet do all the work demanded 
of my hands. In a very short space of 
time it seemed as if every door to knowl- 
edge was opened wide before me and as if 
I were in an entirely new world. Now, 
after twenty-one years of careful study of 
these things, I would not exchange what I 
hav learned for the most polished popular 
education obtainable in the land. 


When I begged Miss Wixon to allow my 
message to be printed in the Corner I had 
become so discouraged to think that every 
man, woman, and child’s ideas could be 
represented but mine. I determined that 
if I failed that time I would beg of no one 
again; would giv up taking Tug TRUTH 


Srrxer, believing every organized body 
of teachers orthodox. I knew by experi- 
ence, if I wrote ideas corresponding with 
those of the organized body, that in their 
time and order they would be printed. I 
never heard of THE TRUTH SEEKER until a 
little over a year since, then subscribed 
for it immediately, and on perusal believed 
I had found friends and an association of 
ideas. It truly has been a very great 
source of pleasure to me every week to 
examin each writer’s ideas in regard to 
seeking truth, siding me much in the 
study of human nature, causing me to see 
that each temperament has a fashion of 
reasoning befitting itself. In this way it 
leaves no place for deception or church 
style of gibbering like parrots and mock- 
ing birds, which are always repeating the 
things which hav been taught them. 

Dear little truth seekers, kindly let us 
help each other to come entirely out from 


church ways.. Mrs. S. W. Surrs. 
ths ee 


Correspondence. 


West Surton, Mass., Dec. 3, 1893. 

Miss Wrixon, Dear Friend: As it has 
been some time since I last wrote to the 
Corner, I will again take the pleasure of 
occupying & short space within its columns. 

I am sorry to say that there are but very 
few Freethinkers in this town. Some 
years ago the town of Sutton supported 
nine churches. Later one Methodist 
church was remodeled into a store and 
post-cffice, one Baptist church was sold 
and moved away, and a building in which 
the Universalists held their services was 
converted into a dwelling. If the future 
is judged by the past the churches that 
now exist will be put to better uses than 
places of worshiping an imaginary supreme 
being. 

The Baptist church of this place has 
held what the members are pleased to call 
a revival for the past three or four weeks, 
aided by a band of Christian Crusaders 
with their tambourines. They assembled 
each evening at the church to pray, sing 
God’s praises, convert the sinners, and 
revive the backsliders. Although ‘galva- 
tion is free,” they took a free offering at 
each meeting, and their last night heré 
they said the offering of the week had 
been very small and asked for a thanks- 
giving offering to the Lord. According 
to their report they saved about twenty 
persons from the burning. I suppose 
they hav taken that number of sheep from 
the goats or transformed the goats into 
sheep. 

During the day they visited the people, 
but entirely forgot our family. Their 
answers for many questions were: ‘‘ Taste 
for yourself, then you will know.” 
“ After you are converted you will under- 
stand,” and the like. Not very strong 
arguments, They had salvation song- 
books and copies of a weekly paper entitled 
the Herald of Salvation for sale. I will 
quote part of a letter written by one of 
the Third Michigan Crusade Band at 
Brant Center, Mich., concerning Infidel- 
ity and the growth of the Bible, which was 
in the Hera/d of November 18th. In 
speaking of Chicago, he said: 

‘We find some-here, as well as else- 
where, who try to destroy the Bible and 
its sacred teachings. ‘In less than a hun- 
dred years,’ said Voltaire, ‘Christianity 
will be swept from the earth and hav 
passed into history” A century has 
passed away and Voltaire has passed into 
history, and not very respectable history 
either, and his old printing-press is now 
used to print the word of God, and his house 
is the headquarters of the Geneva Bible 
Society. Thomas Paine attacked the Bible 
with his logic, but, after he had crawled de- 
spairingly into a drunkard’s grave jn 1809, 


that much maligned book made greater 
progress than ever. Six million copies in 
thirty difterent languages were all that 
were issued tiil 1800. In 1880 the statistics 
of eighty societies with their numerous 
auxiliaries and agencies gave report of 
over one hundred and six translations. 
This does not include the Bibles printed 
and circulated by private companies, . 
‘OLD Sonpmnr (for the Band).” 

The Crusaders are now at Manchaug, - 
an adjoining village. 

There is a mammoth chasm in the south- 
eastern part of Sutton, called ‘‘Purga- 
tory,” which attracts visitors and picnic 
parties. This chasm is about eighty rods 
in length aud the ledges are from thirty to 
forty feet wide and from five to seventy 
feetin hight. Where the greatest depth is 
water issues forth from the crevices and 
hangs in icicles and solid ice in June, àl- 
though the descent is toward the south. 
People may enter some rods under the 
ground, or rocks, and through the cracks 
drop pebbles, which are heard to fall into 
the water below. The only pulpit that I 
ever heard of Satan possessing is said to 
be situated in this chasm and is called the 
‘ Devil’s pulpit.” : 

About three years ago I read the New 
Testament through to my grandmother; 
she then wished me to read the Old, but, 
after reading several books, the cruel wars 
and sacrifices shocked her sensitiv nature. 
and she requested me to desist reading it, i 
then read to her of Mr. George Bancroft, 
which seemed a pleasure, they being about 
the same age. It is now two years since 
she passed away at the age of ninety-one 
years and two months, 

Among other books, T hav read *‘ All In 
a Lifetime.” and ‘‘ fs This Your Son, My 
Lord?” both of which I think attractiv and 
lifelike. We hav ‘‘A Thoughtless Yes” 
and ‘‘Pushed by Unseen Hands” in our 
Public Library. I am now rending 
‘t Bible Morals” and ‘‘Men, Women, and 
Gods,” in which I am becoming interested. 
I am anticipating reading ‘‘Fonr Hun- 
dred Years of Freethought,” for which I 
hav subscribed. 

I observed in Lucifer that Watson 
Heston is in cramped circumstances, and, 
in return for the aid he has given the 
Libera} cause, I hope the Liberals will 
hasten to relieve his embarrassment, 

I hav read ‘‘ Woman: Four Centuries of 
Progress,” which I highly esteem. I wish 
that all women might read it, for I believe 
it would do them much good. 

I was seventeen years of age on the 17th 
ult. I shall endeavor to increase my 
knowledge much more during the next 
seventeen years that I may be able to lend 
a helping hand to the Freethought cause, 
and, according to my best judgment, do 
av nearly right as possible, not merely 
in fear of the hereafter, but because it is 
right to do right. 

Ever your Liberal friend, 
Lucy W. PHELPS. 


[We are proud of such young ladies as 
Lucy, and pleased when they remember 
the Corner to which they were welcomed 
in childhood.—Ep. C. C.] 


What the Little Folks Are Saying. 

A little girl of five years recently used 
the expression ‘‘postmortem judgment.” 
Upon her brother’s questioning her and 
insisting that she should define it, she 
aaid: ‘‘ Well, if you do a thing and then 
afterward wish you had done another 
thing, that’s postmortem judgment,”— 
Journal of Education, 

Boston mother: Tommy, if you don’t 
keep quiet I shall be compelled to whip you 
very hard. Thomas (etat six)—Mother! 


How illogical. Does it not cccur to you 
that a severe castigation will only hav the 
eftect of increasing the volume of sound I 
may be produging.— Chicago Record, 


THE TRUTH SERKER, DECEMBER 30,1893. 


829 


New Publications. 


Pleasure and Progress. 


AN ATTEMPT TO PROVE THAT 
The Pursuit of Pleasure is the Sine Qua Non of Intellectnal, Moral, and Social 
Development, and that The Promotion of Pleasnre is the 
Daty of Philanthropy and Statesmanship. 
By Albert M. Lorentz, LL.B. 
CONTENTS: 


Book I.—Purasvre: Chap. I.—Sources of Pleasure. Chap. II.—M: t ial Pleas Ch 1.~ 
. Ideal Pleasnre:«. Chap IV —Social Pleasures. Cha V = Pleasures ot the Savage, the 


New Publications. | 


Barbori-n and the Civ lized. Chip. VI. — Genesis ligi Chap. VII.—Christia nit 
Boor IL.—INTELLEJTUAL DEVELOPMENT: Chap. L.— of life Chi RE crial Pleasures. 
O ELTESTOAL I Paora Eng: Ohap. L Purpose of life. Chap, II. -Material Pleasures. 


Chap. IV.— : =V, 
Iuveal Pleasures: Character. Chap. VE Social fen Floasaress Hoason. Cha De: 


potism. 
Boox II.~Morat. DEVELOPMENT: Chap. L—Morality. Chap. I1.—Material Pl : Prod 
Gh I'I.—Material Pleasures: Refinement. Gha ty tad Pleasures: Foresight, 
Goab. Top tests Hleasures: Civilization. Chap. VI.—Social Pieasnres. Chap. VII.—Yice 
Boor IV.—Soctau DEVELOPMENT: Chap. L—rogress. C: IL.—Protecti Capitali 
Socialism: Respe tivly an Actual. an Imminent. anda Proposed Violation of Taaidaal 
Sovereignty. Chap ~Condition of Agri ulinre. Chap. IV. Publio Schools, the 
pene, Meno. Tekel of pocialism. Chap. V.—Pro:ince of Government. Chap. 


Here are some of the verdicts on this remarkable i i 
men who arein every wa; qn»lified as judges oi book: prodictlon whioh have poem pondered sa 


This is a spirited, rattling s rt of a book that skates right along over the deepest subject with- 

a ma, h thongrt whether the ice is thin o not. Ir anew a the S ontosf: ret ate W is the 
s objec ve, e, and summum honum of tife, and the i 
a ENA d, Pls urel—Thaadeus B Wakeman, ` real can e and motive of progress? 

He sharp) a ta ks, al o, modern me:ho.s of education, and in this he is most abundantly 
borne ut vythe fa: s,an hiiarraignment is practically unanswerable. His bok is altogether a 
curious and snggesti -e one.—New York Commercial Advertiser. ; ; 

The man who wrote this book knows how ts writea book, and knows what he is writing about. 
There is not a padded sentence in the volume, not an attempt to fill np with ords for la k of 
knowledge. The »uthor deals hard blows at shams and falsehoods, and hard blows for realities and 
troth. We do not see how anyone can re'd this book and d'sagree with the lading propositions, 
The work is good; every chapter is worth readinz. It is a work of common-sense Sociatism. ‘The 
chapter on public s :hools «ught to be put mto a tract and sent to every teacher in the and. Thon- 
sands of sentences are worthy of being framed as political maxims and hong up all over the nation. 
Th» book deserves a wide read ng, not only for its literary style, which is clear an4 incisive, but for 
its bold, ho vests wings —L. 1 Washburn. 

Here we have p ilosophy nn to date, the advance word of the progressive thinker; nota dry, 
abstruse discourse, but a common-sense essay in plain words upon tae condn.t of life. and al iilns- 
trated with such an abnadunce of anecdots and me aphor as add real entertainment to solid in- 
strustion. This isan important book striking st superstition and anreas ‘nable trad.tion, ani up- 
holding individual liberty :n defiance of g -vernmenta! law and so'ial enstom. After reading this 
book one feels that the anthor will naver be able to wri:e another. for he has pnt ali his life and 
knowledge into hisone. Every page bristles with points; there is no oadding or filling in, no mere 
literary em ellishment; bnt clean-cut apothegms abound, and every line is dictated by nard-headkd 
common-sense —Capt. Robt. C. Adams. 


VI.—Our 


After yon read this book yon will be as enthusiastic in praise of it as are the eloquent editor of the 
Investigator and the gallant President of the Canadian Secnlar Union, 


“Pleasure and Progress” has 398 pages. i splendidly printed from large, clear type, on excel. 
lent parer, and costs, bound in cloth, ¢1; paper covers, £0 cents. 


FREETHINKERS' PICTORIAL TEXT-BOOK, 


SHOWING 


THE ABSURDITY AND TNTRUTHFUL- 
NESS OF THE CHURCH'S CLAIM 
TO BE A DIVINE AND BENEFI- 
OENT INSTITUTION, AND RE- 
VEALING THE ABUSES 
OF A UNION OF 
CHURCH AND 


1 8 5 Full~Page 
Illustrations. 
WITH COPIOUS CITATIONS OF 
FACTS, 
HISTORY, 
STATISTICS, 


AND 


OPINIONS oF SCHOL. 
ARS 


TO MAINTAIN THE ARGUMENT OF 
THE ARTIST. 


DESIGNS BY WATS "N HESTON. 
T: Pur TR-IĽ OF 
THE DESIGNER. 


The Illustrations are classified as follows: 


2 represent Samples of Christianity’s Work 


16 represent Uncle Sam and the Priests. 
2 = T ng Missionaries. 


he Church Kobbing the People. 


5 
3 as Thanksgiving. 1 s The L -rd’s Instraments. 
A A Babbath Daws. iaa |25 a Bible, Doctrines and Their Results, 
è il tren an e Church. 1 a e Church an yery. 
10 ie Woman and he Church 2 s Priests and Politics. 
6 i The Charch and Thomas Paine. 4 es Ireland and vhe Church. | 
4 é Studies ie Sao History. : = Ghureh’s Idea of tavilizatioj, 
8 The Bible and Science. 16 Uses © e Cross. 
15 es The Clergy and ‘heir Flocks. 4 oe Unkind reflections on the Church. 
1 i Pict zin Our Peniteutiaries. 9 e Persecutions of the Oharch. í 
4 s The Atonement Scheme. 12 i So ne Allegories. 
4 2 The Lord and His Works. 3 es Heaven. 
2 ne Praver. 6 ee Hel:. 
100“ The Creeds. s 7 s Miscellaneous. 
1 " Christians and Mohammedans. - 


A most extraordinary publicati>n, We venture the assertion that nothing like it has ever be. 
fore appeared i. this country, an: itis very douvtful if another one li»e 1t will ever again be pub 
lished. We mast give the Truth Seeker Company the cred t f putting the book in the reach of all 
At twice the prico t world have ben a cheap book. Art st Heston as a portrait painter and de 
signer is a wonderful s cces- an lwo judge from our own f elings that near.y every Li eral in 
America wiil desiro a coy 7 of this most w nde: ful volume.—[Freethinkers’ Magazine. 


Mr. Heston deserves ‘o be called the artist-hero of Liberalism He has dedicated his genius t 
Freethou ht and has done fai hfui sud noble work for : ne cuuse of right and truth. bus the ict- 
ures do not make up the whole of Ins: o'ume There a.e nearly two hundred pages er readin 
matter th t se vye first us exp aaations of th illustrati os, aud secondly as texts to prove the -tt 
fals.ty of the ch. reu's prote sions and the }:ypogrisy of those who uphold them. Altogether 1: 

ook is ene of t .e best weapons against Christianity . nd the church tha: has ever been put in tle 
hands of Fzeethinkers.—[Bosto 1 Investigator. we 


Price, board covers, $2; cloth, $2.50. 
. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


New Publications. | New Publications. 


PEN PICTURES OF THE WORLD'S FAIR: 


By SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 


A Full Description of the Fair, Invaluable as a Guide-Book aud still more Inval- 

uable to those who cannot attend. It tells WHAT TO SEE and WHERE TO SEE IT; 

ives rates of admission to the various attractions of the Fair and cost of living in 
hicago, with other useful information to the visitor. 

t is, besides being a complete Guide-Book, the best description of the Fair yet 
given—poetic, beautiful, accurate. It describes the inauguration ceremonies, gives 
the director-general’s address, the efforts to close the Fair Suodays and the triumph 
of the Sunday-openers; describes the various buildings and what they contair, and is, 
all in all, the very best picture of the Fair that can be painted with a pen. 


ILLUSTRATED. 


A MAP OF JACKSON PARK, enabling the visitor to make his way around, 
and the stay-at-home to see where he went. 


A BIRD’S-EYE VIEW OF THE FAIR, enabling one to comprehend ata 
glance the magnitude of the Exposition, the greatest ever known to the present time. 


PICTURES OF ALL THE PRINCIPAL BUILDINGS: 


Wowan’s Building. Art Palace. Fisheries Building. 

Administration Building. Manufactures and Liberal Agricultural Building. 

Electrical Building. __ Arts Building. 3 Transportation Building. 

Machinery Hall. Mines and Mining Building. Horticultural Building. 
Forestry Building. 


A visitor to the Fair says of this book—reading it in Tum Trura SmexeR—that 
it is charming and to one who has seen the Fair vastly entertaining. 


Single copy, 25 cents. Five copies for $1. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


A New Book by Helen H. Gardener. 


FACTS AND FICTIONS OF LIFE. 


CONTENTS. 
Preface. Sex in Brain. 
The Fictions of Fiction. Heredity in Its Relations to a Double Standard of 
A Day in Conrt. J _ Morals. 
Thrown in With the City’s Dead. Divorce aud the Proposed National Law. 


An Irresponsibie Educated Class. Lawsnit or Lega:y. 
The Moral Responsibility of Woman in Heredity. | Common Sense in Surgery. 
Woman as an Annex. 


At the Woman's Congress at Chicago Helen Gardener delivered as an address one of the chap- 
ters of this book. The Chicago Times said of it and her: “ Bné the last address, dealing with the 
most delicate of the problems of reform, clear, unhesitant, mod2st, bus uncompromising, was lig- 
tened to with breathless interest by the andience. It was ‘Heredity in Its Ralation to a Donble 
Standard of Morals,’ and ıt was delivered by the one woman of ali others best qualified t» speak 
npon that snbject—Helen Gardener. Petite, graceful, eloquent with tne burden of her thought, 
Miss Gsrdener euchainued every auditor, an ẹì when she had finished received a perfect ovation, which 
her courage anu devotion had so worthily won. The evening session was highly incere ting, but 
that of the morning will be set down on the tablet of the memory of those present as one of the dis- 
tinctivly great features of the week’s congress.” 


Cloth, $1; paper, 60 cents. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


EVERY Woman Ought to Read It. Every LIBERAL Woman 
and Man Will Want It. 


WOMAN, CHURCH, AND STATE. 


By Matilda Joslyn Gage. 


This is Mrs. Gage’s latest and rowang wok It is THE book to show how 
the church has enslaved woman and kept and keeps her in an inferior position. A 
glance at its contents will show this: 


The first chapter—the Matriarchate—shows that under the old civilizations woman had great 
freedom, but that the tendenyor Christianity from the first was to restrict her liberty. In this 
çhapter Mrs. Gage claims that to the Matriarchate—or Mother-rule—the world is iudebted for its 
firot conception of inherent rights E a : ; 

Chapter iI deals with the theological dogmas cf original sin a d celibacy. Woman, by the 
church, was not regarded as a human being; marriaye was looked upon us vile; wives were sold 
ag siav.8; women driven t» suici-fe; the influence of the church wa; unfavorable to virtue. ‘he 
celibacy of the clergy produced: egrading sensuality, and woman was the victim of these brutes. 

Chapter IIE is on The Canon Law, showing how tha church controled woman by making the 
legitimac: of warriage dep.nd npon its own control of the coremony. Ancient civilization gave 
place to Christi-n barbarism. the c ergy became a distinct body—at once a“ holy” and an unholy 
caste. Learn.ug w s prohibited to women, hnsbancs prohibited f:om leaving th m more than one- 
third of their property; daughters con'd be disinherited, sons couid not. The Reformation effected 
no change. . A 3 

Chapter IV—Marquet'e—is on Fendalism and its deg! 
spiritual,” the immorality of the heads of the charch, baptism of nude women in the early Christian 
church. It also deals with some of the later-day abuses of females, like our Northwestern pineries, 
the English debanvheries, governmental crin.e-makers, etc. | i . 

Chapter V—Witcheraft. In the days : f this phase ofreligious insanity Mrs Gage shows how the 
possession of eve~ a little learning wa; snfficient canse to suspect a woman of witchcraft, that to keep 
a pet was dangerous, 89 rabid werg the clers y not to snffer «, witch t» liv. This perse.ution for 
witchcraft was a continuance of the church’s policy for obtaining un versal dominion over mankind. 
Women physicians of the Middle Ages were persecuted. and the “ Pilgrim Fathers” continued it in 
America. The first synod convened in America was to try a woman for hcresy, and others were 
stripped and whipped for not agreeing with the clergy. ° 3 

Thechapter on “* Wives” shows how the disrnption of the Roman empire was unfavorable to the 
personal and pro;rietary rights cf woman—t: at the sale of danghters was p acticed in England 
seven hondred years after it was Christianized—that tue practice of buying wives was regulated by 
law—that women were not permitted to read the Bible—taat they were not admitted as witnesses— 
that civil mar iage is epposed by the church. E an 

Tu Chapter VII is rhown how polygamy was sustained by the Christian church, that the first 

od of the Keformatio 1 convened to sanction this institution. that Luther and the other “ prin- 
cipal reformers” favorcd, it, as we l as the American Board of Foreign Missions. The Mormon the- 
ocracy is shown to be similar to that of other Christian sects. | 

In the iast threa chapters Mrs. Gage treat. of the opposition of the church to the amelioration 
ofw man’s sufferings as interfer-nco w th, her‘ curse,’ of woman's dezradation by the church to 
labors unfit for slaves, of woman’s “ inferiority,” a3 taught ty the church to-day, and of how little 
value Christianity has been and is to civilization. 


The work is a burning protest against the tremendous wrong done woman by 

the church, which controled the state. Itis also extremely valuable as history. No 

woman, it seems to us, can read it and remain a supporter of the religious institution 

which has crushed her individuality, her mentality, and degraded her person. To the 

womens cause it opens an Age of Reason. It-ought to be widely read for the good it 
o. : . 


In cloth, $5; in Aalj-leather binding, $8. 


adation of women, the rights of “lords 


Address THE TRUTH SEEFT™. 
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HAND-BOOK 


FREETH OUGHT. 


By W. S. BELL. 


Containing in condensed and systematized form a 
vast amount of evidence against the superstitious doo- 
trines of Christianity.” As a book of reference and aid 
to all truth seekers it is invaluable, Its classification 
a te of subjects makes it a hand-book. ngersoll said of 
Paine’s “Age of Reason,” it enables some ody in every village to “corner the parson.” Its wide 
variety of subjects include all the disputed points between Christianity and Freethought. Price 
loth, 81; paper, 50 cents. Address TRUTH SEEKER. 


DESIGN ARGUMENT FALLACIES, 


A Refutation of the Argument That Nature Exhibits 
Marks of Having Been Designed by 


Agents Wanted ! 


We tel eve that not only can good be done bu‘ 
Money made by any Lib ral who «ill canvass frr 
our book ‘Old Testam: nt Stori:s Com:cally Ii- 
lustrat d.” In fat we know one man who worked 
at it but a few hours w kly, and sod nearly 
fifty copi 8ina month. The price is low; ev.ry- 
body knows the Old Testament stories, and 
nearly everybody weu'd like a bcok app'ving 
ninsteenth-century wit and Knowledge to tham. 
People lixe to laugh. Reverence for the Old 
‘Testament tales has largely disapeared and 
jokes at the expens9 of Jonsh and Jo.eph and 
Esau and Samson and D vid, and the other wor- 
thi s of unsavory reputation, are keenly appre» 
ciated. It saems to us that the b-ok will sell at 
sigtt. It dces herein ths store. Licerals out of 
employment will find this a good way to make an 
honest dollar. W 
Terms to Agents Sent on Application. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Not for Parsons. 


Rev. Dr. Primrose: ‘‘ Thai’s a fine bird 
you hav.” Uncle Rastus: ‘‘ "Tis, sah; cun- 
sidderin’ dat I picked him out in sech a 
hurry.”—Judge. 


“Lor journeyed wearily on,” ssid the 
parson, ‘‘ with the fate of his poor wife fresh 
in his memory.” ‘‘ How could that be,” 
his little son asked him after the sermon, 
“when she was salt?” 


“WEN yo’ start on de slide toe perdi- 
tion, breddern,” said Uncle Moseby, *‘ yo’ 
‘ll fin’ de bo’hds greased; but yo’ won’t 
fin’ dat anybody ’s took de pains toe shabe 
off de slibbers!”— Puck. 


THE TH 


BRAIN « BIBLE: 
THE CONFLICT BETWEEN MENTAL SCIENCE 


AND THEOLOGY. 
By EDCAR C. BEALL, M.D., 


with a preface by 


Merrirr: ‘‘How did you get square 
with the minister?” Brown: ‘‘He had 
been lecturing me about gambling all 
summer, so when I won a turkey at a 
raffe I invited him to dinner.”—Judge. 


Deacon Humstep: “I traded the old 
hoss I had last year off with Squire Kee- 
ler.” Mr. Murray Hill: ‘‘Did the squire 
know the horse was blind?” Deacon 
Humsted: ‘‘Certainly, arter he’d had 
him awhile.” 


an Intelligent Being. 


LP NP PD I NII 
SYNOPSIS: 
I. The Design Argument Vitiates Itself By Necessitating an Infinite Series of Designers 
I. If There Were a Designer He Could Not Be Beneficent. 


IIL If There Were One He Could Not Be Wise, for . 
His Processes Are Egregiously Slow, 
They Are Egregiously Wasteful, 
. They Often Serve No Use, , 
_ They Have Produced Faulty Mechanisms. 
IV. What Is Called Design Is e 
V. What Actually Did Cause So-Called Design. 
VI. Astronomy and Design 
VIL. The Argument of a First Cause. 


Embracing a Succinct Exposition of Evolution and a Sketch of Astronomy. 


BY THE EDITOR OF THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


Dens 


Price 15 cents. Address 


PRESENTS :: FOR 


THE +: HOLIDAYS. 


he Freethinker’s Pictorial Text-Book, in 
cloth, with gold lettering and side stamp, 
for $2.50. In plain boards, $2. 

ld Testament Stories Comically Hlustrated 
in cloth, with gold lettering and side 
stamp, for $1.50. In plain boards, $1. 

Around the World, by D. M. Bennett, 4 


volumes, red cloth covers, 46.50; leather, 
tie edges, $9.50; morocco, gilt edges, 
10.50. 


World's Sages, Thinkers, and Feform- 
ers. 1,075 pages. 8vo. Cloth, $3; 
leather, $4; morocco, gilt edges, $4.50. 

‘he Gods and Religions of Ancient and Modern 


Times. Two volumes. Written in 
prison. In cloth, 83 per volume. or $5 for 
the two volumes; in leather, $7; in mo- 
rocco, gilt edges, $8. 


fegersoil's Prose Poems and Selections. 
From his Writings and Sayings. Silk 
cloth, $2.50; tree calf; $9. 

Jogersoll’s Princizal Works : Gods and Other 


Lectures; Ghosts and Other Lectures; 
Some Mistakes of Moses; Interviews on 
Talmage; Wuat Must We Do to Be Saved? 
Biasphemy; Crimes Against Criminals. 
1,141 pages. In one volume, half calf, $5. 


A Prose Poem. By R. G. Ingersoll. 


fe. 

1 

L In color, on boards, beveled, gilt edges, 50 
cents. 


Lithograph of R. G. Ingersoll. 
inches, heavy plate paper, 50 cents 
: protograph Cabinet) of R. G. Ingersoll. 


50 cents. 


Apples of Gold, by Miss Susan H. Wizon. 
Gilt stamp. $1.25. 


A" In A Lifetime, by Miss Wixon. $1. 


Tie 


22x28. 


Ba For Other Books See the Advertisements, or 


nly Subserviency; and the Watch Argument Is Illegitimaw. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 28 Lafayette Place, N Y. 


Dewia and After Durwirn, By George J. 


R. G. INGERSOLL. 


This is the only work of its kind in the litera- 
Freel Its arguments are based 
upon scientific phrenology, and appeal directly 
to the reader’s sense of logic and love of justice. 


ture of Freethought. 


It_is eloquent as well as convincing. 
Price, cloth, $1. Address. 


A COLLECTION OF 


ORIGINAL AND SELECTED HYMNS 


FoR 


for Schools and 
the Home. 


—With Music Written to All the 8ongs.— 


COMPILED By L. K. WASHB 
Pri-e, $1.50, 


In selecting Holiday Presents for their friends, 
piberals should remember phat good Hooks make 
asting impressions, an ease as well every day 
in the year, Liberal book in the right 
hands often changes the views of sev- 
eral persons. , 

We have quite a number of books appropriate] 
bound for Holiday purchasers, and we will pac 
them carefully so they can go any distance in the 
mail, or by prepaid express. The following are 
ail good books for the purpose : 


EAEL AA PE TE ETER, 


[/oltaire's Romances, Profusely Illustrated. 
Half ca‘f. $4; vellum cloth, $1.59. 


Romanes. Silk cloth, gilt top, $2. 

Tee Story Hour. An Exceptionally Hand- 
some and Interesting book, Without Su- 
perstition, for Children and Youth. The 
Only Freethinkers’ Children’s Story-book 
ever issued. 66 full-page illustrations and 
25smalier; larga typo, heavy. toned paper, 
broad margins, illustrated covers; 4to, 224 
pp., boards, $1. 


onway’s Life of Paine. Two large, hand- 


some volumes. The best and only com- 
plete life of Paine. Half calf, $10; in 


cloth, $5. i 
art n's Life of Voltaire, Of which the 


same can be said as of Conway’s Life of 
Paine. Half calf. $10; in cloth, $6. 


oman, Church, and State. By Matilda 
ae Gage. Leather, $8; cloth. gilt top, 


LSE ROL UAE sk 


Buu 


Pr bi 


History of Christianity, Comprising all that 


relates to Christianity in the, “ Decline 
and Fail of the Roman Empire.” Half 
calf, #4; vellum cloth, $2. 


For-e and Matter. By Professor Ludwig 


Buchner, M.D. 
cloth, $1.50. 


Half calf, $8; vellum 


D ynamic Theory of Life and Mind. By James 


B. Alexander. Cloth, $2.75. 


Lessons From the World of Matter and the 


World of Mar. By Theodore Parker. 
Cloth, gilt top, $1.25. 


Asleep and Awake. A new Liberal novel. 


By Raymond Russell. 
back stamp, $1. 


osmian Hymn Book. With music to all 


the songs. Edited by L. K. Washburn. 
Cioth, giit side stamp, $1.50. 


Cloth, side and 


Send to Us for a Free Catalogue. gay 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York, 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


COSMIAN HYMN-BOOK. 


the devil’s work.” 


Liberal and Ethical Societies 


URN, 
For sale st THIR OFFIOF, 


Fırsr GREEN Goons Man: “ How is it 
you hay so many more replies to your cir- 
culars than I?” Second Green Goods 
Man: ‘Oh, I and the religious newspa- 


pers swap mailing-lists regularly.—Kate 
Field’s Washington. 


Tue Rev. Mr. Munhall, of Philadelphia, 
has been scoring the World’s Fair by say- 
ing it was a ‘‘cursed thing” and had ‘“‘done 
We suppose that was 
the good parson’s way of saving it was a 
devil of a success. — Springfield (Itl.) Mon- 
itor. 


Txatown near Rose, inthe Higblands, the 
bellman made the following proclamation: 
“O Yes. O Yes, O Yes, and that’s threo 
times! Ye’ll all pre tak notis, that ther’ll 
pre no Lord’s-Day next Sabbath, pecause 
the Laird’s wife wants ta Kirk ta dry her 
claesin! O Yes, O Yes, O Yes! Got safe 
ta Queen!” 


Ar the American chapel at Lucerne, a 
Protestant Episcopal minister from Amer- 
ica (Low Church) read the lessons with such 
naturalness of manner and propriety of 
emphasis as to elicit the admiration of a 
visitor, who afterward remarked: ‘‘ How 
delightful to hear the scriptures read with 
such sense and feeling!” She was sur- 
prised to hear the sister of a( High Church) 
rector, American also, exclaim: ‘‘I can’t 
agree with you. I think it almost blas- 
phemous for a man by such stress and 
emphasis to impose his own interpretation 
on the word of God. ‘Thescriptures should 
be read in monotone.” 


Some years ago a middle-aged agricul- 
tural laborer called upon the session clerk 
of Alloa and asked him what the charge 
was for publishing the ‘‘cries”—¢. €., 
banns of marriage—three times on the 
same Sunday. ‘ʻA pound,” replied the 
clerk. ‘‘Aye.” said the other, ‘‘an’ what 
d’ye tak’ when ye tak’ two Sundays to 
doe’t?” ‘‘ Half a guinea,” was the reply. 
tAn’ what d’ye chairge when ye tak’ three 
Sundays to't?” was the rustic’s next query. 
“ Seven and six,” answered tbe clerk, with 
an amused air, ‘‘Aye, man,” rejoined the 
querist, ‘‘I see the langer ye tak’ to dae’t 
the cheaper it gets. Just cry awa’ till ye 
pay yersel’!” And he took his departure 
without more ado. 


Tus is a Scotchman’s prayer: ‘O Lord 
what are we in thy sicht this nicht? a 
wheen puir casieosies. Gie us a blessin’ 
this ae time; its no’ aften we bother you. 
Gie us a’ wee wark and big wages, an’ a’ 
breed an’ cheese like. Ben Nevis and 
whusky like Loch Long. Gie us bull’s 
pork, sheep’s beef, an’ calf’s mutton, an’ a 
new-born egg, till better meats be ready. 
Send a blessin’ doun the lum, an’ bless the 
kail pat an’ the Duke of Argyle, the Lord 
God of the Hielans; an’ keep us frae a’ 
the ghaists and wutches and lang-nebbed 
things that crawl amang the heather. 
Build a big wa’ between us an’ the deil, an’ 
afar bigger ane between us an’ the wild 
Eerishmen, an’ put broken bottles on’t.” 


Tux late Henry de Mille, who collabo- 
rated with David Belasco in a number of 
plays, used to tell this story: ‘*I once had 
an opportunity in a play Dave and I had 
written, to make use of the third verse of 
Psalm xciv., ‘Lord, how long shall the 
wicked, how long shall the wicked tri- 
umph?’ The actor who had this to speak 
came to me at rehearsal, one day, and ob- 
jected to the line, which he said he con- 
sidered very weak. He concluded his ob- 
jections by asking if I was ‘stuck’ on the 
line. I said I rather liked the line, but 
had no personal interest in it, as in this in- 
stance I was onlv an adapter, the line be- 
ing David's. ‘David’s eh?’ exclaimed the 
actor; ‘that’s just what I thought. Any 
one could spot that for some of Dave Be- 
lasco’s bad English.’”— Sun, 
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Gems of Ghought. 


Tur love that is dumb until it speaks on 
a tombstone doesn’t say much.—Ram’s 
orn, 


Poxrrics seem to hav been designed for 
those who hav no profitable business to 
attend to. It is the refuge for idlers,— 
Galveston News. i 


Wuat can we do? Open man to man— 
show that intentions may shake hands 
across the paltry objections of atatistics 
and laws of party and church. Old axes 
are rusty—the edge is lost. Shall we 
covet new axes for fresh uses of spiritual 
headsmen? Linger not near the block. 
Come into the open fields, away from the 
sophistications of ancestral myths.—Hor- 
ace L. Traubel. 


JEws hav become the scapegoats of an 
offense that would be visited upon nine 
out of ten radical Freethinkers, if individ- 
uals could not more successfully escape 
the attention of bigot mobs than commu- 
nities with regular and organized systems 
of worship. Unitarian synagog-members 
pay a penalty which isolated converts of 
David Strauss manage to evade, for the 
same reason that individual skeptics dis- 
regard the Sabbath laws with an impunity 
that is denied to a colony of Seventh-day 
Baptists. —Felix L. Oswald. 


Wuen Mr. Noyes reaches Japan he will 
find that he is ‘‘carrying coals to New- 
castle,” for his enlightened theology 
already prevails in Japan. During the 
late Parliament of Religions I had the 
pleasure of meeting, at the house of a 
friend, some Buddhist bishops from Japan, 
and.I spent some hours in conversation 
with them on matters of theology. To 
my delight I found that all of them enter- 
tained a ‘‘réasonable hope” that God has 
made some provision by which the Chris- 
tians who die without any knowledge of 
Buddha may nevertheless be saved. And 
I met a Mohammedan who hoped in the 
same way.—M. M., Trumbull. 


Sanu I ask the brave soldier who stood 
by my side 
In the cause of mankind, if our creeds 


disagree? 
Shall I giv up the friend I hav valued and 


tried, 
If he kneel not before the same altar 
with me? 
From Pong heretic girl of my soul shall I 


And took somewhere else a more ortho- 
dox kiss? 
Perish the heart and the law that would 


tr 
Truth. valor, and love by a standard like 
this! — Thomas Moore. 


In the beginning of the American War 
of Independence, the two men who above 
all others recognized the large principles 
involved, Benjamin Franklin and Thomas 
Paine, framed a new constitution for 
Pennsylvania, and thought they were 
securing absolute religious liberty when 
they provided religious equality for all 
who believed ina deity. Probably neither 
of them had ever met an Atheist, and con- 
sidered the exception merely nominal. 
How far short of the supersacred rights of 
intellectual liberty they had fallen they 
discovered, no doubt, when they were 
presently in France meeting philosophers 
who regarded the King of kings as the 
figure-head of all royalism. ‘‘Who can 
understand his own errors? Cleanse thou 
me from my unconscious faults.” That 
was a profound prayer of the old Hebrew. 
Many a liberal mind, having ali the free- 
dom of thought and utterance it requires, 
may still be sanctioning limitations on the 
liberty of others, engaged in other depart- 
ments of thought and action.—Jfoncure 
D. Conway. 


> AnD herein lies the true immortality— 
the immortality of thought, of work. 
Every true thought, every thorough act, 
in one way or another, seen or unseen, 
livs on, moulds the lives of those who come 
after us, fashions for them, by little or by 
great, the worldin which they shall liv. In 
so far as you hay lived truly, in so far shall 
the heritage you leave behind be rich and 
noble and great, and in so far will you hav 
helped to build higher the edifice of which 
in life you form a part. You hav reaped 
where your ancestors hav sown; you are 
the heir to all the literature and science 
and art, all the beauty and music and 
poetry of those who hav gone, aye, and 
the heir also to the failings and weaknesses, 
the littlenesses and vices, of the dead 
yesterday. Butyou in your turn can help 
to lessen the evil heritage and augment 
the good, and so leave to the future a 
larger and freer and purer legacy than the 
past left to you. Surely here is an ideal 
to place before you; here something far 
more worthy of attainment than the empty 
heavens and hells of the creeds. Here is 
an ideal of beauty and of joy; here the in- 
spiration of love. There you hav the 
inspiration of the creeds—the incentiv of 
selfishness, of salvation, and of hate.— 
Frederick Ryan. 
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Old Testament Stories 


IT WILL 


MAKE rou 


LAUGH. 


_ The Stories Humorously Toid—And Hard Facts 
Given Concerning the Origin and Authenticity of the 
Old Testament—A Page of Text to Each Picture. 


Sustaining a Theory, 

Some Giants, 

The Adventures and Work ot Noah, 
A Hunting Anecdote, 

Abraham, Christ’s Great Ancestor, 
A Queer Family, 

Isaac and His “ Sister," 

One of Twins, 


By WATSON H ESTON. 


CONTENTS: 
Jacob and Esau, 
Joseph the Man of Dreams, 
Holy Moses, 
Balaam the Diviner, 
Bloody Joshua, 
The Campaign of Deborah and Barak 
Against Jabin and Sisera, 
General Gideon, e 


400 Pages. 20 


Comically Tlustrated. 


IT WILL 
CORNER 
THE 
PARSON. 


0 Full~Page 


Pictures. 


Jephthah and His Human Sact irtes. 
Samson the Strong, 

Ruth and Boaz, 

Unstable as Water, God Shall Not kxcéi, 
David, God's Favorite, 

Some Stories from the Book of Kings, 
Adventures of the Prophets, 

Jonah the Truthful Sailor. 


Boards, illuminated covers, $1; cloth, gilt side stamp, $1.50. 
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Truth Seeker Library. | THE MY 


Published Monthly at $3 per Year. 


Issues oF 1891.—#3. 
prios: 
Hein H Gans” 


Truth Seeker Annual, 1891...... 
Men, Women, and G 


ods. 


ae 50 

25 

20 

Victor Hugo’s Oration on Voltaire........... 10 

he Crisis. Thomas Paine, [lustrated..... 40 

Sabbath Breaking. John. Remsburg....... 25 
Travels in Faith from Tradition to Rea- 

., 80m. Robert O. Adams i... ccc ccceeeceees 25 
Strike of a Sex. George N. Miller............ 25 
My Religious Experience. Samuel P. Put- m4 

DAM. sanese ese EE ER steme : 

The Higher Criticism in Theology and Re- . 

igion. T. B. LOngshore....s.ssssassees 5O 

Igsvzs oF 1892.—$3. 

Infidel Death-Beds. G. W. Foote.....see.ece. 25 
Rights gf Man. Thomas Paine. Wlustra- is 
ed...,... adire aiis OERO aini 
Was Christ Crucified? Austin Bierbower.... 10 
ulpit, Pew, and Cradle. Helen H. Gar- i 
T A N TA T 
Bible Morals. John E. Remsbur eene 25 
Awful Disclosures of Maria MODB.ssssasas as. 50 
Pocket Theology. Voltaire.......cccaases s.e 2 
Why Don’t God Kill the Devil? M. Bab- i5 
COCK E E T 
Liberty in ‘Literature. Testimonial to 

alt Whitman, with Funeral Address. 

By Col. Robert G. Ingersoll....seeceesee 25 
Six Lectures on Astronomy. Richard A. 

LOCtOL.....6 15 
Candle From Un 

Hart ....sseseeeaee 40 
The Holy Bible Abridge 30 
False_Cisims of the Church. e 

Remsburg....c.0 cceceesesacersesaaceuceas 10 

Issues oF 1893,—$3. 
Thomas Paine Vindicated. Col Robert 

Q. Ingersoll. ...cccccccccccccecccacacseacas 15 
The Creation of ,God. Dr. Jacob Hart- 

MADD sie ccce se See seehisieis.nc't nus acts wee ea we. 50 
Crimes of Preachers in the United States. 

M. E, Billings 00... ccccccccccecccceacanes 25 
Resurrection of Jesus..cccvecsesecsacaceaasace 40 
Handbook of Freethought. W.S. Bell...... 50 
Religion a Curse; Religion a Disease; Re- 

ligion a Lie. $. P. Putnam. ..... ...... 25 
Design Argument Fallacies. By Editor of 

THE ‘TRUTH SREKER......c0..-c.-cceeee 15 
Abraham Lincoln: Was He a Christian? 

ohn E. Remsburg..... ze. 50 
Pen Pictures of The World's 

trated. S. P. Putnam...... 25 
Common Sense. Thomas Paine.............. 15 
Examination of Prophecies. Thos. Paine.. 15 
Pleasure gnd Progress. Albert M. Lorentz, 

TTT E TETT 50 


During the year other standard Freethought 
works will be published and sent to subscribers 
as they appear. , 

Yearly subscribers at $3 receive all the numbers 
published in one, year. In ordering please say 
which year is desired. ; 

Single numbers sold at prices quoted. 

THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


“With Daughter's Babe Upon 
His Knees.” 


A new edition of that splendid prose poem, 
“Life,” by “the prince of orators,” Col. R. G. 
Ingersoll. Itis larger and better than the old 
edition, and can be framed or placed upon the 
table as an ornament. In the center of the oard 


appear the'portraits of the Colonel and the baby, 


surrounded by the prose poem, which has been 
truthfully described as, “ one of the masterpieces 
of the orator aud poet, who now, as far as we 
know, stands alone in the living world.” It will 
make a delightful present, and wil! be a - otvenir 
not only of intellectua! greatness, but of arti-tic 
workmanshiv. It is printed on heavy board, gilt 
boveled edge. The size is 12x16 inches, and the 
price only 75 cents, post-paid. 


GHOST OF ST. JOHNS. 


By M, BABOOCK, Price, 15 cents. 


(HOSS SERIE. 


The Popes and Their Doings. Biograph- 
ical sketches of the most noted of these vicars 
ot Christ and vicegerents of God,showing what 
they have done, and what kind of men they were. 
It contains very plain statements, in very un- 
varnished language, nd the unmasking is coni- 

lete, proving them to have been cruel, in- 
riguing, and licentious men. Considering the 
rapid growth of Catholicism in this country, 
this book cannot be too widely disseminated. 
Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


The Awfnl Disclosures of Maria Monk, 
as exhibited in a narrative of her sufferings dur- 
ine her residence of five years as a novice, and 
two years as a black nun, in the Hotel Dieu 
Nunnery, at Montreal. Perhaps not any anti. 
Catholic book published has created more ex. 
citement, and had such a circulation as this 
work, To counteract its effects the Catholics 
circulated a story that Maria Monk was “no 
better than she should be,” but investigation 
disclosed that her “child of shame” was none 
other than the child of her priest-seducer. 
Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth 75 cents. 

Auricular Confession and Popish Nun- 
neries. By Wm. Hogan, for twenty-five 
years a confessing priest. A revelation of the 
licentious practices of the ioe and nuns in 
these religious brothels. There is no question 
that Ex-priest Hogan knew the truth of the 
tales of vice, seduction, and infanticide he gives 
in this volume, and equally there is no question 
that ifthe people generally knew of them, Ca- 
tholicism would not be given the vast amounts 
of money now allowed it by our various city 
governments. Price, paper, 50 cents, cloth. 75 


cents. 

The Priest in Absolution. A Review of 
the-system of auricular confession, including 
copious extracts from the “* Confessional Un- 
masked,” from, the “Master Key to Popery,” 
etc. The work is a protest against and an appeal 
to every American citizen to examine carefully 
and thonghtfully a religious system so invasive 
of privacy, so powerful for evil in licentions 
hands, so fraught with danger to female mod- 
esty, to the ingenuous openness of youth, 
and to the freedom of thought, speech, and 
action. Price. paper, 25cents. 

Priestly Celibacy Exposed A lecture by 
the Rev. Geo. Townsend Fox, of Durham, Eng- 
land. Revised American edition, showing the 
result in parishes of the Roman decree that 
priests shall not mary. Price, paper, 15 cents. 

Sister Lucy and Her Awful Disclosares 
Respecting New Hall Convent, Bore- 
ham, Essex, England, Showing that convents 
are inimical to chastity, virtue, and fteedom. 
Price, paper, 10 cents. 

THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
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FU in a Nutshell, 


By ASA AUGER. 


A condensation of the fundamental arguments 
against Christianity. 


A Very Good Little Missionary Work. 


Address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


APOLLONIUS OF TYANA IDENTIFIED AS THE 
CHRISTIAN JESUS. 


An important and remarkable revelation con- 
cerning the life and times of Apollonius of 
Tyana, the great sage and philosopher of the first 
century. It is here claimed that his life and 
teachings were appropriated and utilized by the 
formulators of the Christian religion in the in- 
terest of so-called Christianity. The plagiarism 
is made plain in this brief history of Apollonius. 
especailly in view of the historical references and 
comments thereon., It is quite evident that to 
conceal the plagiarism, the name of Apollonius 
mas suppressed. 

rice, 15 cents. 
' Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


x28 Lafayette place, New York City. 


Price, 15 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO, 


A NEW WORK 


BY 
ARTHUR B. MOSS, 
Author of “The Bible and Evolution,” 
ENTITLED 


Christianity and Evolution, 


With preface by 
J. M. WHEELER, Sub-editor of Freethinker. 


Price, 81. Order at once. 
Addrana THE TRTA AERKER 


PÀ) years’ experiente 


ports frec. Prompt attention. 
aaription to T. Rasarn & OO At 


eee nindi Erdal 

Terms Easy. 
Examinations and Ro- 
Send Drawing and de 
pees 


Wichingran D. 


THE’ 


“Otto Wettstein” WATCH, 


Perfected, new model, 16 jewels. full adjusted 
to heat, cold, and position. beautiful double sunk 
ial,and all modera improvements; guaranteed 
a per ect timer. Price, in silverine dust-proof 
cases, $17; 4-ounce coin silver, 823. In best filled 
gold case, open-face, dust-proof, $26; hinged 
case, $28 to $20; hunting, 830 to #85; 14 carat, 
solid gold, $45 to $150. Nickel works. $2 more. 
eguiar Grade American Watches.— 
Silverine case, 7 jewels, $6; 11 jewels, 7.50; 15 
jewels, $9; aitto, adjusted, $t1; ditto, 17 jewels 
15. in tiner cases, add us above. 

Ladies’ American Gold Watches.—All 
latest styles. in plush cases; best filled, 7 jawels, 
$14; 11 Jewels, $15.0; 15 jewels, $20; 14 carat solid 

old, $10 more. Heavier, more elaborate, and 
diamond-set cases, from +5 to $100 more. 

All watches sent with written guarantee, kept 
in order 1 year, and after that time cleaned for 81 
and returned free. , 

Suadries. Lower grads nickel watches, $5, 
g4, and $3. Best spectacles, $1; best razor, 32: 
best triple-plated teaspoons, $1.80; tabla spoons 
$4.60; Knives, $1.75; forks, $1.75; all tor sets of 6. 
Solid silver spoons, $1.35 per ounce; sslid silver 
souvenir spoons, $i, $l. 25, $1.50, $2 to 83. 

‘Tne Colonel Ingersoll.—Tea, $2.50; orange, 
$275; sugar, $3; gilt bowls, 50 cents more 
Etched (teas on yo: 

“The Time to be Happy ts Now,” 
50 cents extra. ; 

The Torch of Reason Badge, solid gold, 
enameled in 5 colors. small pins, $2, $2.75, and 
$3.50. With diamonds, $5, $8 Large, $3. 84, $5, 
$15. Charms, $3, $4, $5, 86, $7.50, $'0, 815 $20, #30. 

Diamonds. 20 per cent. below market price. 
Send for price lists, cards in colors and gold of 
badge, tracts, etC., free. All goods prepaid (ex- 
cept knives and forks) and cash refunded at op- 
tion. Watch cleined $1, an‘ returned free. 

OTTO WETTSTEIN, Rachelle, Lil. 

P.8.—The “Ingersoll Souvenir Spoon” free 

with every $20 order. 5 with $100 order. 


STRONG, HEALTHY MANHOOD 


INN 


charges, 
Varico- 
Debility 


N booklet will be sent to their address for 
en cents, seated in & plain envelope, 
giving causes and symptoms of thecom- 
plaints, and a description of the Doctor’s 
important medical discovery—an Out- 
ward Applicrtion—a positive cure—the only rem- 
edy of the kind in existence—with evidences of suc 
cess. Address. ë PR, R. P. FELLOWS, 
i Say where yon saw this adver Vineland, N. J. 
IZ- I wish to say that I am an out-and-out 
LIBERAL, and I trust the Freethinkers of the land 
will give me their patronage and not waste’their 
time and money on Christian doctors.—Dr. Fel- 
ows. 


P 
A 


Tg, 


SOME OF GOD'S SOLDIERS. 


And, behold, six men came from the way of the higher gate, which lieth toward the north, and every man & 


slaughter weapon in his hand; and one man among them was clothed with linen, 
they went in, and stood beside the brazen altar.—Ezek. ix, 2, 


with a writer’s inkhorn by his side: and ` 


Deutfde Sreigeift-Biidher. | 
Wier haben folgende Biher in 
.Denfher Sprache welche fehr berühmt find. 


oo Die Zrrthimer Mofes,” 
Wine Fritifhe Beleuchtung des Pentateuch fiir 
Wider{pruch zur modernen Weltan- ~ 
fhauung und Gefittung. 
von Col. R. G. Ingerfoll, Preis 50 Cents. 


Das Weib und ihre Stellung zur 
Religion und MKirde am Ende 
de8 19. Jahrhunderts. 
von Helene H. Gardener, Preis 50 Cents. 


“Moderne Gotterdimmernng, 
pon Gol. R. G. Ingerfoll, Preis 25 Cents. 


n Wunder und Wunderihdter, 
von Sohn Ped, Preis 20 Cents. 


» Glaube und Verunnft, 
oer LE BON SENS. 
des romifcd-Fatolifchen Priefters Jean Meslier. 
Lach dem franzöifhen Original iiberfegt von 
Sraulein Wnna Kuvoop. 

301 Seiten, Seinmand, $1.00, Papier, 50 Cts. 
Diefe Biicher find in Papier Umfhlag und 
flaren Drud. Unfere Deutfden Lefer 
follten es weit verbreiten. 


Abreffire, “The Truth Seeker,” 


28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, New York. 


SURVEYORS, ATTENTION! 


A rare chance is offered for a surveyor to get a 


TRANSIT CHEAP. 


We have one for sale, in good order, with 
Tripod, which cost $160. We will sell it for 
half«price—$80, Address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
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Col. R. G. Ingersoll’s 
ARGUMENT 


IN THE 


Reynolds Blasphemy Trial, 


At Morristown, N. J. 


This is the greatestargument ever madein acase 
«of thie kind, and will be a model for the Bar so 
slong a8 the Christians use force to repress free 
-speech, Its legal acumen is unsurpassed, its elo- 
“quence never equaled. Wherever Christian per- 
secution is going on this argument should be 
*freely circulated, read to the Christians, and ex- 
pounded on every occasion. 
In paper, 25 cents; in cloth, 50 cents. 


A ddross THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


Agent's profits per month Will prove 
it or pay forfcit. New art:cles just out. 
A 1.10 sample and terms frre. Try us. 
CRIDESTER & Son, 26 Bond St., N. Y. 


METROPOLITAN INFORMATION CONCERN ANSWERS ANY QUESTION 


LEE PREBE SE PPM ARK: 
Among these are Rev. Dr. Go 


A SMALL 


Freethought Library, 


ALL FOR $1.50. 


Evolution. 

By B. F. Underwood......ccccccares Price 6 cents 
The World’s Parliament of Retigions. 

By Tenney...csccccccscccarssacceee Price 10 cents 
The Gods. 

By Ingersoll (with likeness)........ Price 20 cents 


Ingersoll! Before The Unitarian Club...Price 6 cents 
Myth of the Great Deluge. 


By McCann.....sseeeeee Peerreerres Price 15 cents 
Evolution of the Devil. 

By Henry Frank.......cccseccesece Price 25 cents 
The Bruno Monument in Rome........ Price 12 cents 
Church and State. 

By ‘Jefferson. ...sescsccsccsace ..Price 10 cents 
Religion of Humanity. 

By Benwell...cccccccrescccccacsacs Price 15 cents 
Ingersoll! on Roscoe Conkling........ Price 4_cents 
Dwight L. Moody. 

By Susan H. Wixon.....scccseseees Price 5 cents 
Christian Religion. 

By an Old Farmer.......ccccccseee Price 15 cents 
God in the Constitution. 

By Ingersoll .....cscsccccccesccsaes Price 10 cents 
Effacement of Christianity. 

By Holyoake....ccscscccccccccccaee Price 10 cents 
Life and Career of Bradlaugh. ; 

By Holyoake....ccccccccccccsactecs Price 15 cents 


Ingersall’s Address on Thomas Paine, Price 6 cents 
Standing Up for Jesus. 


By H. L. Greon..sscsssccessceasees Price 4 cents 
Religion in the Republic. 

By M, A. Freeman......scccecesees Price 6 cents 
Never-Ending Life Assured by Science. 

By Tenney...sccccccccscncccccacae Price 6 cents 
Charles Darwin (Illustrated). . 

By Flower & Wakeman..........+ Price 15 cents 
Jehovah Interviewed. .....cceccscneeees Price 6 cents 
Cosmology against Theology. 

By Vindex....sssseceseee TITTET Price 15 cents 


Aadress THE TRUIH SEEKER. 


L. K. Washburn’s Works, 


Sunday and the Sabbath. ‘‘A law regu- 
lating human conduct on the Sabbath is an im- 
pertinence.” Price. 10 cents. - 

The False Teaching of the Christian 
Church. ‘‘The Thirty-nine Articles of 
the Christian church are thirty-nine poor. 
broken-down opinions.” Price, 10 cents., 

The Foolishness of Prayer. *‘Think of 
a minister’s praying God to kill grasshoppers, 
or trying to induce the Deity to undertake a 
crusade of one against the Colorado beetle!” 


Price. 10 cents. 
Followers of Jesus. Price, 10 cents. 


Spiritualism: Is It a Faith or a Fact? 
rice, 5 cents. 

Religious Problems. Price, 10 cents. 

Was Jesus Insane? Price, 10 cents. 

The Public Schools and the Catholic 
Church. Price, 5 cents. 


POPES AND THEIR DOINGS 
Vicars of Citat end Vegari of God. 
Paper, b0 cents; cloth, 75 cents 


EXECUTES ORDERS 50c. & up. 


eil, Henry George, Gordon & Dilworth, New" York; 


| FREE 


Scientific, Literary, Artistic, 50c 
Commercial. Legal, Personal. 
Edw. Osgood Brown, Chicago. EACH. 


16-page Illustrated Book 
giving dite. and prices 
paid for. Send_wostamp; 


Nationat Coin Co., 
Glerk 17,832 Exchange Building, Boston, Mass. 


Music Free to You. 


We will send 163 Popular Songs, words and 
music, rentimental. rathetic, and comic, ab:o- 
lutely f ce if yoa send 19 ents or three m: nth3’ 
sub:c iptiou to.Amer.can Nation, our charmirg 
illustrated magazin . ‘l'his music inc udes Li tl 

Fisher Mai en. Tarara Boem de Ay I Warrtle 
and Wait for Katie, Af.er the Ball, C mrades, 
Od Madrid, and 150 oth rs: ‘Bear in miu: you 
shall haye this immense quantity Dy sending 10c, 
s lver_ You wi.l be delightso ddress, AMERI- 
can Music Co ,825 Washington st., Boston, Mass 


Darwin and Alter Darwin. 


An Exposition of the Darwinian Theory. 
By Grorar J. ROMANES. 


A systematic Exposition of what may be termed 
the Darwinism of Darwin, and intended to be of 
service to the general reader rather than to pro- 
fexsed naturalists 
_ Mr. Romanes is well known as one of the most 
interesting of English writers upon evolution, 
besides ranking with Professor Huxley in scien- 
tific knowledge and ability. And this is a part of 
bis conclusion Si gk eed the great subject of 
Design, to which the church so often refers: 

seus whether we look to the facts of adapta- 
tion or to those of beauty, everywhere through- 
aut. organic nature we meet with abundant 
avidence of natural causation, while nowhere do 
we meet with any independent evidence of 

upernatural design. , Adaptation and 
beauty are alike receiving their explanation at 

he hands of a purely mechanical philosophy. . . 

\ll nature has thus been transformed before the 
view of the present geueration in a manner and 
to an exteut that has never before been possible: 
aud inasmuch as the change which has taker 
place has taken plave in the direction of natural- 
ism, and this to the extent. of rendering the 
mechanical interpretation of nature universal, it 
is no wonder if the religious mind has suddenly 
awakened to a new, and a terrible force in the 
words of its traditional enemy—W here is now 


thy Godt d. _ Price, cloth, $2. 
b rice, C. Be. 
veirat Aadress. THÈ TRUTH SEEKER. 
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A SHORT 


HISTORY OF THE BIBLE, 


BEING 


A Popular Account of the Formation and Development 
of the Canon: 


By BRONSON D. KEELER. 


UoNTENTS: The Hebrew Canon. The New Tes- 
tament, The Early Controversies. The Books at 
First Not Considered Inspired. Were the Fathers 
Competent? The Fathers Quoted as Scripture 
Books Which are Now Called Apocryphal. The 
Heretics. The Christian Canon. 

Paner. kn canta: aloth. 7% canta. 


CHEAP EDITION. 


Travels in Faith. 


Being the story of his mental journey from 
£ orthodoxy to Rationalism. 
Price, paper, 25 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
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Jf ews of the 1Deok. 


Ir is probable that western ‘Australia 
will soon follow New Zealand‘ in granting 
full suffrage to women. i 


A OAREFUL canvass of this city shows ` 
that there are at present here about eighty 
thousand unemployed men. 


‘Wayne MacVzaax, of Pennsylvania, has 
been nominated and confirmed as ambas- 
sador to Italy, vice J. J. Van Alen, re- 
signed. . : 

Ar Newtown, L. I., the chapel of St. 
J ames Episcopål church was stripped of its 
Mmrniehiiga by the deputy sheriff to satisfy 
a debt. 


, GLADSTONE has again led his party to 
victory by preventing a vote of censure in 
the Commons on the condition of the 
British navy. ` : : 


Eviorrons for non-payment of rent are 
becoming quite common in New York. 
One family was put into the street at 9 
o’clock at night. . 


Ar the special mayoralty election in 
Chicago J. P. Hopkins, Democrat, was 
elected to fill out the unexpired term of 
Carter H. Harrison. : 


Tux situation in Italy ia very grave. In 
addition to other causes of anxiety, a. 
Sicilian deputy declares that that island 
will pay no more taxes. 


A PETITION, carne the names of 150,-. 
000 signers who ask for & national road de- - 
partment, was presented in the United 
States Senate this week. . 


Tue movement in favor of the ‘‘Greater 
New York ” is growing stronger. Annex- 
ation meetings are being held in Brooklyn, 
Long Island City, and other places, 


PEDLERS in this. city may not stop more 
than ten minutes in one place with their 
push-carts. Asa rule, a thief has a better 
chance than a poor man who triés to earn 
his living. KAEN. 

Ar the by-election in the Acorington di- 
vision of Lancashire Joseph Franois Leese, 
Gladstunian, was elected over Herman 
modes; Conservativ, by a vote of 5,822 to 


- PRESIDENT CLEVELAND has submitted to 
the Senate and House a special message on 
the Hawaiian situation. It is a concise 
statement of the work of the pres«nt ad- 
ministration. / 


Dr. Henry C. F, Mvyer, on trial in 
New York for alleged poisoning of Gustav 
Baum for insurance money, must be tried 
again. One of the jurors went insanenear | 
the close of the first trial. 


A sPEcran meeting of the Society of 
American Artists unanimously voted in fa- 
vor of free art, demanding the removal of _ 
all duties on painting and sculpture. This 
is strong support for the Wilson tariff bill, 
which removes all such duties. 


Tue United States grand jury, sitting at 
Dubuque, has found twenty-eight indict- 
ments against Agent Van Leuven for ac- 
cepting illegal pension fees and making 
false statements. Indictments are also 
found against Drs. Pegg and Kissell of the 
examining board at Ossian, Ia. 


A soolzty antagonistic to the American 
Protectiv Association has been formed 
in Colorado. It is composed almost en- 
tirely of non-Catholics. Its membership 
is already large. No inquiry is made re- 
garding any man’s religious belief. On 
the contrary, it exists solely to make war 
on the American Protectiv Association be- - 
cause the latter makes religious belief a 
test for fitness for public office and private 
employment. The new association is called 
the ‘‘Society of Liberty and Loyalty.” 


In Paris, health is sometimes. ‘‘pro- 
tected” in peculiar ways. A dispatch to 
the Herald givs an instance: ‘‘A grand 
vaccination ceremony took place yester- 
day [December 20th] at the Ministry of 
the Interior. A heifer was brought into 
the courtyard, and the clerks, from the 
highest to the lowest grade, and all the 
servants, children, and porters were or- 
dered to be inoculated. The weather was 
cold and damp, and therefore ‘the expos- 
ing of arms ‘until the vaccine took was a 
trying ordeal.” 


A BALTIMORE special to the World says: 
“ Rev. D. B. Greigg, of the Twelfth Pres- 
byterian church, who has had trouble with 
the elders on account of his qualified sup- 
port of. Dr. Briggs and because of his lib- 
eral views generally, called a meeting of 
his congregation together last night, in di- 
rect opposition to the command of the 
Presbytery, and made his defense before 
it. Resolutions were adopted indorsing 
the pastor and condemning the elders. If 
forced out of the church, Mr. Greigg will 
probably take two-thirds of the congrega- 


tion with him, 


